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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

SaTvrpay, 29th November, 1828.

Resolved, T'hat a Committee of seven Members be appointed to take
into consideration that part of His Exccllency the Governor in Chief’s
Speech at the opening of the Sessionof the Legislature on the 16th

-December 1820, which rclates to the settlement of the Crown Lands,
with power to send for persons, papers and records, and that the Com-
mittee have power to report, from time to time, by Bill or Bills or other-
wise.

Ordered, That Mr, Stuart, Mr. Saint Onge, Mr. Joseph Perrault,
Mr. O<Sullivan, Mr. Viger, Mr. Heney and Mr. Bourdages do com-
pose the said Committee.

Attest.
W, LINDSAY, Clk. Assy.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
Fripay, 5th December 1823,
Ordered, That Mr. Bureau be added to the Committec.

Attest.
Wu. LINDSAY, Clk. Assy.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
WEDNESDAY, 24th December 1823

Ordered, That the Petition of the Chiefs and other Indians of the
Huron Nation, residing at Lorette, be referred to this Committee.

Attest.
Wn, LINDSAY, Clk. Assy.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
WEBNESDAY, 7th January 1824,

Ordered, That the Message of His Excellency the Governor in
Chief relating to the Escheat and Forfeiture of Lands to the Crown,
delivered this day, with the document accompanying the same, be referred
to the said Committee.

Attest.
Wwm. LINDSAY, Clk. Assy.
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Your COMMITTEE HUMBLY REPORT,

HAT earlyin the present Session they resumed the enquiry, into.

the matter referred to them, and examined a number of Wit-

nesses, whose examinations will be found in the Appendix to this Re-
port under the Letter (A.)

To obtain more full information relative to the Country lying bet-
ween the River Saguenay. and the River Ottawa, your Committee have
directed to several Country Gentlemen of this Province, who have had
means of becoming acquainted with that Tract of Country, a Series of
Questions, which, with their Answers to them, when received, will be
communicated to the House.

That it became the dury of the Committee to inquire how far the
great and manifold abuses which had crept into the administration of the
waste Lands of the Crown, could be corrected by Legislative Inter-
ference. .

One of the most prominent of these Evils wa¢ the exaction of illegal
Fees, and particularly from the Militia who served during the last War,
whereby the giacious and bountiful intentions of His Majesty towards
;he said Militia have been hitherto prevented from producing their full

ruit.

To carry into effect these gracious intentions of His Majesty, there
was passed an Act by the Provincial Legislature (59th Geo. IlI. Cap.
23), intituled, «“An Act to appropriate a certain Sum of Money to
¢ provide for the expense of laying out Lands for reduced Officers and
¢ Men of the embodied Militia, and others, who served during the Iate
¢ War :” by which Act there was appropriated for that purpose a
Sum of Three thousand Pounds current money of this Province.

O referring to the Public Accoungs, it will be found that of the said
Sum, there has been laid out a Sum.of Two thousand two hundred and
ninety seven Pounds, four Shillings and ten Pence Currency, between
November 1818 and October 1823, and there now remains a balance
in favour of that Fund of Seven hundred and two Pounds, fifreen Shil-
lings and two Pence Currency.

A Statement of the Sums expended, and the names of the Townships
in the Survey, whereon they have been expended, will be found in the
Appendix of this Report under the Letter ( B.)

"The description of the Grantees of the Land so surveyed distinguish-
ing those who served in the Embodied Militia during the late War, with
the quantities granted to the said Grantees, will be found in the Ap-
pendix to this }éeport under the Letter (C.)

To prevent the exaction of illegal Fees, your Committee re
Bill, intituled, ¢« An Act for theg relief ofythe Suabject in moggr:f;g:
¢ tually enforcing the Royal Instructions of His late Most Gracious
¢ Majesty, relating to the Expense and Fees to be allowed upon Grants
s of the Waste Lands of the Crown in this Province, and to punish
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¢ persons offending against the said Royal Instructions;”” which has
passed this House, and has been ordered to be taken up to the Legisla-
tive Council for their concurrence.

Your Committee next directed their attention to the old Seigneuries
of the Country.  These Seigneuries were originally granted in trust to
regrant to actual Settlers upon certain moderate Rents, and with a
right in the Seignior to certain mutation fines. The Tenart was bound
to make an actual Settlement, '

These respective’ obligations might be enforced by summary and
efficacious proceedings—As far as the obligation of the Seignior to
grant, and the prohibition to sell his Wild Land were concerned, the
only Tribunal competent to enforce the penalties consequent upon a
Breach of this obligation, was composed of the Governor, Lieutenant
Govérnor, and Intendant for the time being.

By the Judicature Act no special provision is made for this Class of
cases, and it became necessary therefore to vest in the Courts of King’s
Bench for the Districts of Quebec, Three Rivers, and Montreal respec-
tively, Jurisdiction over this matter.

The Expenses incident to the bringing of numerous Suits against the
Tenants who had failed to comply with the Conditions of actual Settlec
ment and had abandoned the Lands, and .not unfrequently the Seigniory
itself, had long been a subject of well founded complaint on the part of
the Seigniors.

To remedy these two Evils as far as possible, your Committee report«
ed to this House a Bill, intituled, ¢ An Act to enforce the Ancient Laws
¢ of this Province, compelling Seigniors to concede their Lands sub.
« ject only to Rents and Services, and to facilitate the reunion of Lands
¢ en roture to the Domaine in casgs where the same may be demanded.”

The inconveniences, which in His Majesty’s Instructions to James
Murray, Esquire, Governor of the Province of Quebec, dated 7th
December 1765, are stated ¢ to have arisen in many of our Colonies in
¢ America from the granting excessive quantities of Land to particular
¢ persons who have mever cultivated or settled the same, and have
¢ thereby prevented others more industrious from improving the same ;”
have notwithstanding the various precautions taken by His Majesty’s
Government been realised in this Colony to an alarming extent.

This part of the subject. was immediately brought under the conside.
ration of the House by a Messagé of His Excellency the Governor in
Chief, bearing date the 5th January instant, and which has been refer-
red by the House to Your Committee,

"The Message of His Excellency the Governor in Chief is to the fol-
lowing effect ;

- ¢ The Governor in Chief having long felt the necessity of taking steps
to effect the Escheat and forfeiture to the Crown of large tracts of Land
held under Letters Patent in the Townships of this Province, on which

A2
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“no improvements have been  made according to the Conditians of the Pa-
tents granting the same, recommends to the Assembly to adopt measures
for removing, byLegislative enactments, the various difficulties which, in
the present state of the Law applicable to this subject, must attend and very
much embarrass any proceeding for reuniting these Lands to the Crown.”

¢« The extent and nature of those difficulties will best be shewn by the
accompanying Copy of a Report of the Law Officers of the Crown,
upon a reference made to them by the directions of the Governor in
Chief in the mounth of March last.”

The Report of the Law Officers of the Crown referred toin the fore-
going Message, will be found in the Appendix to this Report under the
Letter (D)

Your Committee have bestowed their most serious attention upon the
foregoing Message of His Excellency the Governor in Chief. They are
convinced that the most effectual Legislative aid ought to be afforded
to the Provincial Government to enable it to carry into effect the wise
and beneficial measures referred to in the Message of His Excellency.
The particular Legislative enactments required in this behalf will how-
ever require much consideration.

Your Committee will with all diligence prepare and report to the
House, a Bill containing such provisions as in the opinion of your Com-
mittee are best calculated to carry into effect the intentions of His Ex-
cellency the Governor in Chief, as expressed in the foregoing Message.

The extreme denseness of the population of Lower-Canada, which
appears to your Committee to have encreased and to continue to increase,
in a much higher ratio than that in which the clearings extend into the
Forest, and the productive powers of the Earth are brought forth,
rendered it a matter of anxious enquiry with your Committee what the
population of Lower-Canada now is, and what has been and is the ratio
of its encrease,

The close connexion of this subject with the measure of reducing
excessive Grants of Land was felt by the Government of His Most
Christian Majesty, and by a Decree of the 4th June 1675 (which is
to be found in the Appendix to the Report under the Letter (E), in-
tituled « dcte pour retrancher les Concessions de trop grande étendue et
« pour Jfaire un recensement,” provisions were made embracing both these
objects. :

The importance of knowing the exact amount of the encrease of the
Inha!)ltams was duly appreu_ated bx His Majesty’s Government, and ac-
cordingly by the Seventy third Auticle of His Majesty’s Instructions to
James Murray, Esquire, already referred to and dated 7th December
1763, wl)ich afticle there is reason to believe is one of the general arti-
cles of His Majesty’s Instructions :—

w lI"t“:)s Srsov;,de% as followeth ; ¢ You are from time to time to send
s by Our Commissioners for Trade and Plantations as afore-
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¢ said, an account of the Increase and Decrease of the Iuhabitants,
¢ Whites and Blacks, aud also an account of all persons born, christened,
¢ and buried.”

It was probably in pursuance of a General Order of the Governor in
Council for the time being, made to carry into effect the foregoing Ar-
ticle of His Majesty’s Instructions, that the Prothonotaries of the
Courts of King’s Bench for the Districts of Quebec, Three-Rivers and
Montreal, have annually delivered to the Governor for the time being,
Tables of Births, Marriages, and Deaths in the different Towns and
Parishes of this Province, which Tables are made from the duplicate Re-
gisters of Baptisms, Marriages, and Deaths, which the Parsons of the
different Parishes are by Law bound to transmit annually to the said
Prothonotaries.

Your Committee have obtained from the Prothonotaries of the several
Districts all the Copies of these Tables which remained in their respec-
tive Offices, wviz: for the District of Quebec, from 179t to the
year 1821 both years inclusive, in which last year it having been inti-
mated to the Prothonotaries from the Committee of Audit of the Exe-
cutive Council, that the usual allowance of Ten Pounds for this
Service would no longer be admitted, the Prothonotaries have ceased to
make such Tables. .

For the District of Three-Rivers, from the year 1791 to the year
1822 both inclusive:  And for the District of Montreal, for the year
1803, 1810, 1811, 1812, 1813, 1814, 1815, 1816, 1820, 1821 and
1822.

From these anthentic documents, Your Committee have framed
Synoptical Tables for the Three Districts respectively, which Tables
will be found in the Appendix to this Report under the Letter (F. )

To obtain further information upon this matter, a motion was directed
by your Committee to be made in the House, and it was aceordingly
moved and resolved therein.

¢¢ That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Gov-
¢ ernor in Chief, praying he will be pleased to order to be laid before
*¢¢ this House, Copies of such Statements of Baptisms, Marriages and
¢¢ Burials as have been transmitted to the Governor, Lieutenang Gov-
¢ ernor, or person having the Administration of the Government of this
¢¢ Province fr the time being, by the Prothonotaries of the Districts of
¢ Montreal and Gaspé, from the date that the same have been so trans-
¢ mitted, and of the District of Quebec, for the years anterior to one
¢ thousand Seven hundred and ninety four, and of the District of Three
¢ Kivers, for the years anterior to One thousand seven hundred and
4 ninety one.” .

The above Tables do not comprise the Townships nor the District of
Gaspé.

Aps to the latter, the Commissioners appointed in virtue of an Act of
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the Provincial Parliament of the 59th year of the Reign of His late Ma-
jesty George the Third, intituled, ¢ An Act to secure the Inhabitants
of the Inferior District of Gaspé, in the possession and enjoyment of
their Lands,”” in obedience to the Orders of His Grace the late Duke
of Richmond, Governor in Chief, directing the said Commissioners in ad-
dition to the provisions of the eaid Act, to give their attention to the
state of the fisheries in the said District, and requiring their opinion as
to the most proper mode of encouraging the same ; to take a Census of
the Population and to ascertain  the state of Agriculture in the said Dis-
trict, the nature of its Soil and its various productions, the general qua-
lity of the unsettled Lands, the places best suited for the location of
Settlers, the state of the internal Communications and places most in
want of highways a.d Roads,.and in general all such information as
might, in any Wwise tend to the Public utility,” did on the twenty seventh
December one thousand eight hundred and twenty, make their Report
to His Excellency the Earl of "Dalhousie, Governorin Chief, which
said Report was on the 28th day of February, one thuusand eight
hundred a-d twenty one, laid before the House.

A Table intituléd, % Census and General State of the District and
County of Gaspé 1a the Province of Lower-Canada,” which was suh-
joined ta the said Report by the said Commissioners, will be found in the
Appendix to this Report under the Letter (G.)

Your Committee have no information relative to the Number of the
Inhabitants of the Townships, nor of the Births, Marriages and Deaths,
Registers not being generally kept there. , !

To obtain information upon this subject, there was on the fourteenth
April, One thousand eight hundred and seven, ordered ¢ That an hum-
bie Addfess be presented to His Honor the President of this Province,
prayiug that he may be pleased to order a Census to be made of all the
Inhabitants of the different Townships on the south side of the River
St. Lawrence, stating the Countries of which they are Natives, the time -
they have resided in this Province, whether they have gualified themsels
ves as British Subjects, the number of Males and” Females, and also an
Account of the Number of-Acres of Land ina state of cultivaton in
cach Tewnship respectively, as nearly as the sanie can be ascertained, and
the number of Males within the age limited for serving as Militia-men,
for the information of the Legislature at the text Session thereof, and
to assure His Honor that ‘this House will make good the Ezxpense
thereof.” ) i

To this Addressl His Hpnor the President was pleased to answer, ¢ As
I have every reasori to believe that I shall be relieved in the Administra-
tion of this Government before the necessary steps can be taken for ob-
tvammgthe information requested in your present Address, I can only say
i answer thereto, that I shall not fail tolay it before the Governor of
Lieutenant Governer on their arrival,?? '
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On the twenty-fourth February One thousand eight hundred and
seventeen, a Bill ¢¢ to authorize a Census and Statistical Returne of the
Province of Lower-Canada,” passed the Assembly, aud was sent to the
Legislative Council, but did not pass that body. '

A Bill fur the same purpose passed the Assembly in One thousand
eight hundred and nineteen, and was likewise lost in the Legislative
Council ; another in One thousand eight hundred and twenty ; another
in one thousand eight hundred and twenty two; and another in One
thousand eight hundred and twenty three, met the same fate.

A Bill for the same purpose was sent up to the Legislative Council
by the Assembly early in the present Session.

Your Committee regretting as they must, that a measure which would
seem at all times useful, and at the present moment, when the House is
occupied in regulating anew the representation, essentially necessary,
should not have had the concurrence of that Honourable Body, do not
feel themselves entitled to inquire into or to indulge even a conjecture of
the reasons which could have led to the rejection of this Bill year after
year.

Your Committee lastly carefully examined His Majesty’s Instructions
relating to the granting of Lands with a view of ascertaining whether
the abuses in this branch of the Administration had arisen by reason of
any error or insufficiency in the system of granting laid down by His
Majesty’s said Instructions, or whether these abuses were not rather
due to circumstances extrinsic from and unconnected with the said In-
structions,

The object of these Instructions appears to have been to organize a
more effectual system of Checks than had been obtained in the old Bri-
tish Colonies, and thereby prevent the occurrence of those evils and abu-
ges in the granting of Lands} whereof the Records of the Board of
Trade and Plantations and of His Majesty’s Privy Council, must haveaf-.
forded so many procfs.

The Officers within the Colony whose powers and duties in relation
to this matter were to be regulated, were :—

1st. The Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Person Administering
the Government.

2nd, The Surveyor General.

8rd. The Registrar.

4th, The Auditor of Land Patents.

5th. And lastly there was to be established an ultimate controul over all
the officers within the Colony, to be exercised by a Public Board in Great
Britain.

And first as to the power of the Governor for the time being to grant.
Land.

To ascertain what this power is, and how it is to be exercised, we must
Jook at the Commission of Captain General and Governor in Chicf of
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the Province of Quebec, given to James Murray, Esquire, and dated
at Westminster, the twenty-first day of November, in the fourth year
of the Reign of Hislate Majesty,—which Commission has been com-
pared with the Commission given to Sir Danvers Osborn, Baronet,
Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over the Province of
New-York, dated at Westminster the first day of August in the twenty
seventh year of the Reign of His late Majesty, and which are to be
found in a collection of several commissions and other public instru-
ments proceeding from His Majesty’s Royal Authority, and other pa-
pers relating to the then Province of Quebec in North America,
since the Conquest of it by the British Arms in one thousand seven
hundred and sixty, collected by Francis Maseres, Esquire, His Ma.
jesty’s Attorney General in the said Province,—published at London
in one thousand seven hundred and eeventy two : And has also been
compared with the Commission of His Excellency the present Gover-
nor in Chief, whereof your Corimittee has caused a copy duly authen-
ticated to be laid before them.

The Clause in the Commission to James Murray, Esquire, is as fol-
loweth. ¢ And we likewise give and grant unto you full power and au-
¢ thority, by and with the advice and consent of our said Council, to set-
¢ tle and agree with the inhabitants of our said Province, for such Lands,
¢ Tenements and hereditaments, as now are, or hereafter shall be, in
¢ our power to dispose of, and them to grant to any person or persons
¢ upon such terms and under such moderate quit Rents, services and ac-
¢« knowledgments, to be thereupon reserved unto us, as you, with the
«¢ advice aforesaid, shall think fir, which said Grants are to pass and be
¢ sealed by our Public Seal of our said Province, and being entered up-
¢ on Record by such officer or officers as shall be appointed thereunto,
¢¢ shall be good and effectual in the Law against us, our Heirs 'and Suc.
¢ cessors.”

¢ Provided, the same be conformable to the instructions herewith de-
¢¢ livered to you, or to such other instructions as may hereafter be sent
% you under our Signet and Sign Manual, or by Our Order in OQur Privy
¢ Council, which instructions or any articles contained therein, or any
¢¢ such Order made in our Privy Council, so far as the same shall relate
¢ to the granting of Lands as aforesaid, shall from time to time be pub-
¢ lished in the Province, and entered on Record in like manner as the
4 said Grants are hereby directed to be entered,’ .

The Clause in the Commission to Sir Danvers Osborn is in the same
words, down to the Proviso, which is not to be found therein.

The Clause inthe Commission of His Excllency the present Gover-
nor in Chief, is as followeth :— '

¢« And we do likewise give and grant unto you full power and au-
¢¢ thority with the advice of our Executive Council of our said Province
4« of Upper.Canada and Lower-Canada to grant Lands within the said
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& Provinces respectively, which said grants are to pass and be sealed
¢ with our Seal of such Provinces, and being entered upon Record by
s such Officer or Officers as shall be appointed thereunto, shall be good
¢« and effectual against us, our Heirs and Successors. Provided, never-
« theless, that no Grants or Leases of any of the Trading Posts in our
¢ sad Provinces, shall, under colour of this authority be made to any pér“s
« son or persons whatsoever, until our pleasure thereon shall be signified
« to you.”

Tt is to be observed, that the Proviso contaiued in the Commission
given to James Murray, Esquire, limited the power contained in the said
Commission to grant Lands ; embodied virtually and substantially His
Majesty’s Instructions in the said Commission ; and rendered inoperative
any Grants of Lands made by the Governor in Council contrary to those
Instructions.

Copies of the Commissiaps of the Registrar and of the Auditor of
Land Patents are subjoined to this Report under the Letter (G.)

The wise and salutary jealousy which the before mentioned Proviso
in the Commission to James Murray, Esquire, manifests, pervades the
whole of the Tnstructions of One thousand seven hundred and sixty-three.

The Governor was not authorised to determine upon the claims of
the old Inhabitants of the Proviace to Lands in virtue of Grants or
Concessions made before the signing of the preliminary articles of Peace,
on the third day of November, One thousand seven hundred and sixty
two, when it appeared that those Inhabitants were in possession of more
Lands than were contained within such Grants or Cencessions—He was
ordered ¢ to represent such claims to FHis Majesty, by His Majesty’s
«¢ Commissioners for Trade and Plantations, to the end that he might
¢ receive such directions thereupon as the nature and circumstances of
« the case shall appear to tequire.”

The Governor was ordered to cause an accurate survey to be made of
the Province ¢ in order to the advantageous and effectual settlement
« thereof, and that the true state thereof should be known’® which survey
when made, he was to report to His Majesty by His Majesty’s Com-
missioners for Trade and Plantations.

Although it is said, ¢ thatas the making such Surveys will be a work
« of great length, you are in the mean time to carry on Settlements
¢« upon that Plan which appears to you to be most expedient, from the
¢ best information you can collect.” Yet the Instructions proceed to
order that the Settlements shall be made in Townships, and give the most
minute directions as to the form and dimensions of those Townships, as
to the Towns to beerected therein, and the reservation to His Majesty
of proper quantities of Land « For erecting Tortifications, Barracks
« where necessary, or for other Military or Naval Services, and more
¢ particularly for the growth and production of Naval Timber, if there
¢ are any Wood Lands fit for that purpose ;7 ¢ and for Churches and
¢ Glebes.”

B

-
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It was not competent for the Governor to cause surveys to be made
by any others than sworn surveyors, who were bound to make Reports
of their surveys to the Governor ¢ as soon as possible, with a particular
s description of each Township and the nature of the soil therein,”

Before any warrant of survey could be obtained by any persons apply-
ing for Grantsof Lands it was necessary that the Petitioners ¢ should
¢ make it appear before the Governor in Couneil, that they are in a
¢ condition to cultivate and improve the same, by settling thereon in
¢¢ proportion to the quantities of acres desired a sufficient number of
¢ white persons and negroes.”

The warrant of survey was directed to the Surveyor General or other
proper Officer, and was required to be returned within six moanths fiom
the date thercof, provided that the Governor was to take care *that
¢ before such warrant is issued as aforesaid, a Docquet thereof be en-
¢ tered into the Auditor’s and Registrar’s Office.” )

The Grant when issued was required to be in due form, and ¢ that
¢ the terms and conditions of the said Instructions should be expressly
¢¢ mentioned therein.’’

In the exercise of the discretion of the Governor, as to the quantity of
Land to be given to each applicant, the most particular directions are
to be found in Art. 51, even as to the form of the Lots.

Over and above the above mentioned duty of the Surveyor Gereral
to make returns of his surveys, he was enjoined ¢ once in every year or
¢ oftener, as occasion shall require, to inspect the state of all Grants of
¢ Land made by the Governor and make report thereof to the Governor
¢ in writing, specifying whether the condition therein contained had or
< had not been complied with, or what progress had been made towards
¢ fulfilling the same, and he was annually to transmit copies of such re-
¢ port to His Majesty’s Commissioners for trade and Plantations.

The Duty of the Registrar was to enter a Docket of the Warrant of
the Survey before the same issued to the Surveyor General, and to en-
register the grants within six months from the date thereof.

The Duty of the Auditor of Land Patents was to enter into his Office,
also a Docket of the Warrant of Survey, before the same issued to the
Surveyor General—And a Docket of the Grant was to be entered in
the Auditor’s Office, “ in case such establishment shall take place in
¢ our said Province.”” In default of compliance with these Ordeis it
was declared that the Grant should be void.

It was further ordered that Copies of all these Entries should be re-
tarned regularly by the proper Officer to His Majesty*s Commissioners
of the Treasury, and to the Commissioners for Trade, Plantations and
within six months from the date thereof.

To give pu})licity to these Instructions, the Governor was directed
as soon as possible to cause a Publication to be made, by Proclamation
or otherwise, as he should deem most adviseable, ¢ of all, each and every
¢ the foregoing Terms, Conditions and Regulations, of every kind res-
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¢ pecting the Grants of Land,”” and he was to take such steps ashe
should think proper ¢ for the publishing of such Proclamations in all
« the colonies of North America.” :

It is not easey to conceive a better combined system of checks than
that which the Instructions, whereot an outline has been above submitted
by your Committee, exhibits.

The only remaining source of abuse was the practice of purchasing
colourable Titles to Lands from the native Indians, and a remedy to this
Evil which had produced so much mischief in the old British Colonies,
seemed to be provided by the Proclamation whereof a Copy is subjoined
under the Letter (H.)

Under the above Proclamation doubts were entertained whether the
whole Body of the English Law, and more particularly that part of it
which relates to Lands, had not been introduced.

The proceedings had within the Province by the colonial authorities
upon this subject, will be found in the Appendix to this Report, under
the Letter (I.)

To quiet the minds of the people upon a matter of such vast impor-
tance to them, a measure was recommended by the Attorney General
of that day, which will be found in the Appendix to this Report
under the letter (K.)

The project of Changing the Tenure of the Country, came under the
Consideration of His Majesty’s Government in 1772, 1773, 1774.

The opinion of one of the principal Law Officers of the Crown upon
¢aPlan of a Code of Laws for the Province of Quebec, reported by
the Advocate General in 1773’ embracing the present matter, is in the
possession of the public and so much of the said Report as relates to
it, will be foundin the Appendix to this Report, under the Letter (L.)

The apprehensions of the people of this Province upon the subject of
the Tenare of their Lands were tranquilized by the Act of the I4th
Geo. T11. Cap. 83 commonly called the Quebec Act.

The above mentioned Tnstructions to General Murray were evidently
founded upon the erroneous opinion that the Froclamation of 1763 had
the effect of introducing the Law of England into this Province;

The statute of 1774 was dictated by more correct views of the
subject. .

By that Statute it was enacted;— ¢ That all His Majesty’s Canadian
« Subjects within the Province of Quebec, the Religious Orders and
« Communities only excepted, may also hold and enjoy their Property
« and Possessions together with all customs, and Usages relative
¢ thereto, and all other Civil Rights, in as large, ample, and beneficial
¢ a manner, as if the said Proclamation, Commissions, Ordinances,
¢ and other Acts and Instruments, had not been made and as may
e consist with their Allegiance to His Majesty and subjection to the
¢ Crown and Parliament of Great Britain-

B2
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¢ And that in all matters of Controversy, relative to Property and
Civil Rights, resort shall be had to the Laws of Canada, as the Rule
¢ for the decision of the same ; and all Causes that shall hereafter be
¢ instituted in any of the Courts of Justice, to be appointed within
and for the said Province, by His Majesty, his Heirs, and Successors,
¢ shall, with respect to such Property and Rights, be determined agree-
¢ ably to the said Laws and Customs of Canada, unmtil they shall be
¢ varied or altered by any Ordinances that shall, from time to time, be
¢ passed in the said Province by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor,
¢ or Commander in Chief, for the time being, by and with the advice
¢ and consént of the Legislative Council of the same, to be appointed
¢ in mauner herein after mentioned :—Accordingly in the Instructions
next following the passing of that Statute maintaining the ancient Te-
nures of this Country, viz,

¢ The instructions to Guy Carleton, Esquire, Captain General and
« Governor, in and over the Province of Quebec, in America, and of
¢ the Territories dependant thereupon, dated St. James’s, 8d January
¢ 1775, it was provided, as follows : ,

Art, 88. <« By our Commission to you under our Great Seal of
¢ Great Britain, you are authorized and empowered with the advice and
¢ consent of our Council, to settle and agree with the inhabitants of our
¢ said Province of Quebec for such Lands, Tenements and Heridita-
¢_ments, as now are or shall hereafter be in our power to dispose of’’.
¢ Tt is therefore, our Will and Pleasure, that all Lands which now are or
hereafier may be subject to our disposal, be granted in Fief or Seigniory
in like manner as was practised antecedent to the Conquest of the said
Province, omitting however in any grant that shall be passed of such
Lands, the reservation of any judicial powers or privileges whatsoever :
And it is our further Will and Pleasure, that all grants in Fief or Seig-
niory so to be passed by you as aforesaid, be made subject to our Royal
ratification or disallowance, and a due Registry thereof within a limited
time, inlike manner as was practised in regard to grants and concessions
held in Fief and Seigniory under the French Government,

The war which commenced soon after the passing of the Quebec
Act, and which terminated in the Peace of 1783, affords a sufficient
reason for an intermission of grants during that period,

Upon the conclusion of the Peace of 1783, the consideration of this
subject was resumed by His Majesty’s Government, and ¢ in the articles
¢ inthe instruf:tions to Lord Dorchester in 1786, as are not contained in
¢ the instructions to Guy Carleton, Esquire, in 17775, also such articles
¢ or parts thereof, in the same instructions in 1786, as are altered from
e t}'le instructions to Guy Carleton, Esquire, in 1775.”

His Majesty after stating:—¢ that many of his Loyal Subjects, Inhabi-
“ tants of His (':olon_ies and Provinces, then the United States of Ame-
:: :g;:é \évic:reode;xrous ]C:f retalm;g their a]legianc.e, and for that purpose

posed to take up and improve Lands in the Province of Que-
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¢ bec, and that His Majesty being desirous to encourage his said Loyal
¢¢ Subjects in such their intentions, and to testify His Majesty’s appro-
¢ bation by allotting Lands for them.”

Proceeds to direct :—¢¢ that immediately after you shall receive these our
“ instructions, you do direct our Surveyor General of Lands for our
* said Province of Quebec, to admeasure and lay out such a quantity of
¢ Land as you, with the advice of our Council, shall deem necessary and
 converient for the settlement of our said Loyal Subjects, and the non-
commissioned Officers and Private Men of our Forces wh.ch may
¢ have been reduced in our said Province, who shall be desirous of be-
¢ coming settlers therein; such Lands to be divided into distinct,
“ Seigniories or Fiefs, to extend from two to four leagues in frent, and
from three to five leagues in depth, if situated upon a navigable River
otherwise to be run square, or in such shape, and in such quantities
¢ as shall be convenient and practicable, and in each Seigniory a glebe
¢ to be reserved and laid out in the most convenient spot, to contain not
& less than three hundred acres, nor more than five huudred acres, the
¢ property of which Seignieuries or Fiefs, shall be and remain vested in
¢ us, our heirs and successors, and you shall allot such parts of the
¢ same as shall be applied for by any of our said Loyal Subjects, non
commissioned Officers, and Private Men of our Force-, reduced as
aforesaid, in the following proportions ; that is to say,” &c.

On the 25th August 1790, a reference was made by His Excellency
the Right Honourable Guy Lord Dorchester to the Honourable the
Legislative Council of the Province, upon the expediency of changing
the tenures of the country into the tenure by free and common soccage.

The reference, as well as the proceedings had thereupon, will be found
in the Appendix to this Report under the letter (M.)

In the same spirit as these Instructions, it is provided by the Constitu-
tional Act, ¢ that all Lands which shall be hereafter granted within the
« gaid Province of Upper-Canada, shall be granted in free and common
« soccage, in like manner as Lands are now holden in free and common
¢¢ soccage in that part of England called Great Dritain, and that in eve-
¢ _ry case where Lands shall be hercafter granted within the said Province
« of Iower-Canada, and where the Grantee thereof shall desire the
¢ same to be granted in free and common soccage, the same shall be so
granted, but subject nevertheless to such alierations, with respect 20
¢ the nature and consequences of such tenure of free and commeon soc-
« cage, as may be established by any Law or Laws which may be made
4 by His Majesty, his heirs or successars, by and with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council and Assembly of the Province.”
After the passing of this Statute, Proclamations were issued by the
Governor for the time being, inviting Settlers to establish themselves in
the Townships of this Province, which Proclamations will be found in
the Appendix to a Report laid before the House, upon the subject of the
present reference, on the 23d of February 1821.
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As to the proceedings had in pursuance of these Proclamations, your
Committee beg leave to refer to a Report of the permanent Committee
of the whole Council to His Excellency Sir Robert Shore Milnes, Ba-
ronet, Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Lower-Canada, &c. &c.
bearing date ¢ Council Chambers, Quebec, 26th May 1801, which
will be found in the Appendix to a Report submitted to the House,
on the subject of the present reference, upon the 17th March 1823,
and whereof the following is an extract.

« Early in the year 1792, when the Land Granting business was en-
« tered upon, in consequence of the Royal Instructions framed in con-
¢« formity to the provisions of the Canada Act, the Committees of the
« whole Executive Council were presided by William Smith, Esquire,
¢« His Majesty’s Chief Justice of the Province, a Gentleman who had
¢ been long conversant in the practice of the Land Granting Depart-
« ment in the former Colonies of New-York and New-Hampshire ; and
¢ at the outset of the business, the Chairman, after observing, that, ¢an
¢ abundant population of these Colonies was the main object of the
¢ Royal Iastructions ¢ proposed a detailed plan of proceeding, and
¢ the Committee chose in the mode of proceeding suggested by the Chair.’

¢ In consequence of the mode thus adopted, and before many of
¢ the most essential poiats connected with the business, such as the
¢ expenses of the Survey, the position of the Reserves, or the Appoint-
« ment of Commissioners had been ascertained and adjusted, Warrants
¢ of Survey were in the course of a few months issued to divers persons,
¢ for upwards of 150 Townships of ten miles square.”

« The uncertainty respecting the particulars above mentioned and
others causes, suspended the further progress till towards the close of
June 1794, when the business was resumed by order of His Excellency
Lord Dorchester, at this period the former Chairman, William Smith,
Esquire, had paid the debt of nature, and the duty of presiding in
Committees of the whole Council, devolved on his Successor in the
« Chief Justiceship, and soon after five additional Members were called
¢ tothe Executive Council.””

¢ The very important business of the Land Granting Department
« being a novelty, as well to the succeeding Chairman as to the new
« Members, it became their duty to acquaint themselves both with the
¢t Rules assigned for their conduct by His Majesty’s Royal Tnstructions,
¢« and with the anterior proceedings of the Board from its first Institu.
& tion, as they appeared upon the records of the Council.”

“ Upon perusing the very elahorate Report drawn up by the late
¢ Chairman, introductory to the plan of proceedings by him suggested
¢ and after observing the numerous orders that had been issued in con.’
@ sequence_:hereof, it appeared evident to the Committee, that both the
<« theory laid down, and the practice adopted were in manifest violation

¢ of His Majesty’s Instructions.— For whereas, the 35th Article of the
« said Instructions is of the tenar following 2
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¢ And in order to prevent any persons disaffected to us and our Go-
vernment, from becoming Settlers in our said Province of Lower-Ca-
nada, it is our will and pleasure, that no Warrants for Surveying
Lands be granted by yow, or the Lieutenant Governor, or person ad-
ministering the Government for the time being, unless the person or
persons applying for the same, do at the time of making such ap-
plication, besides taking the usual Oaths directed by Law, also make
and subscribe the following declaration in your or his presence, or in
the presence of such person or peisons as shall by you or him be ap-
pointed for that purpose, viz: I, A.B., do promise and declare that
1 will maiatain asd defend to the utmost of my power, the authority
of the King in his Parliament, as the supreme Legislature of this
Province.’

¢ Nevertheless in direct opposition to the Royal will and Pleasure,
¢ Wariants of survey for upwards of 150 Townships, have been issued
¢ at a time when no Commissions for the purpose in the said Instructions
¢¢ had been even appointed.””

¢ To rectify this manifest mistake, to preserve the faith of Government
€ as implied by the grant of the Warrant of survey, and to preveat the
¢ Jike evil in future, the most effectual remedy that occurred to the
¢ Committee, wasto recommend the issuing of certain orders in Council
< as set forth in the Appendix (D), and since that time no Warrant of
¢ survey has been issued, but in conformity to the Royal Instructions,’

¢« The existence of the error as well as the detection of it, together
¢ with the efforts of His Majesty’s Council to obviate any prejudice that
¢ might arise therefrom, were well known to the Memorialist, altho’ it
<t might not suit his purpose to state them, and also to the parties inte-
s¢ rested, so that the repeated endeavours of the Council to restrain unau.
«¢ thorised settlement, by their repeated order issued during the couree
« of several years, and the public notoriety of the fact, may well justify
«¢ the assertion of the Committee on which an inconsistency is attempted
¢ 10 be established.”” The evidence taken before your Committee as well
as that before the Committee to whomin the Three last years succes.
sively this subject has been referred, sufficiently shews that His Majesty’s
Instructions have not been complied with.

But so long as the people of this Country could look to the ungranted
Land in the old Seigniories for habitations, the abusesin the granting of
‘Township Lands did not come immediately home to them, and whatever
might be the misconduct or oppressive Exactions of certain of the Indivi-
duals holding these Seigniories, the abuses in relation to them were by no
means universal, and their removal might be looked forward to by Legisla-
tive interposition within the Colony.

Tt was in this state of things that the Act commonly called the Canada
Trade Act (3d. Geo. IV. Cap. 119) was passed by the Parliament of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
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"That Act purports to be, ¢ An Act to regulate the Trade of the Pra-
vinces of Lower and Upper-Canada, and for other purposes relating
to the said Provinces,” and amongst other things provides :—

<t That whereas doubts have been entertained whether the Tenure of
Lands wichin the said Provinces of Upper and Lower-Canada, holden
in Fiefand Seigniory, can legally be changed ; '

¢ And whereas it may materially tend to the improvement of such Lands,

¢ and to the general advantage of the said Provinces, that such tenures
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may henceforth be changed in manner hereip after mentioned ; Be it
therefore further enacted and declared, that if any person or persons
holding any Lands in the said Provinces of Lower and Upper Canada,
or either of them, in Fiefand Seigniory, and having legal power and au.
thority to alienate the same, shall at any time from and after the com-
mencement of this Act, surrender the same into the hands of Majesty,
His Heirs or Successors, and shall by Petition to His Majesty, or to
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Person Administering the
Government of the Province, in which the Lands so holden shall be
situated, set forth that he, she, or they, is or are desirous of holding
the same in free and common soccage, such Governor, Lieutenant -
Governor, or Person Administering the Government of such Pro.
vince as aforesaid, in pursuance of His Majesty’s instructions trans.
mitted through His Principal Secretary of State for Colonial affairs,
and by and with the advice and consent of the Executive Council of
such Province, shall cause a fresh Grant to be made to such Person
or Persons of such Lands, to be holden in frce and Common Soccpge
in like manner as lands are now holden in free and Common Soccage,
in that part of Great Britain called England, subject nevertheless to
the payment to His Majesty, by such Grantee or Grantees, of such sum
or sums of money as and for a commutation for the fines and other
dues which would have been payable to His Majesty under the Ori-
ginal Tenures, and to such Couditions as to His Majesty, orto the
said Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Person Administering the
Government as aforesaid, shall seem just and reasonable. Provided
always that on any such fresh grant being made as aforesaid no allot-
ment or appropriation of Lands for the support and mainienance of
a Protestant Clergy shall be necessary ; but every such fresh Grant
shall be valid and effectual without any specification of Lands for
the purpose aforesaid; any Law or Statate to the contrary thereof
in any wise notwithstanding.

And ¢ that it shall and may be lawful for His Majesty, his Heirs and
Succesors to commute with any person holding Lands at Cens ez Rentes
in any Censive or Figf of His Majesty, within either of the said Pro-
vinces, and such person may obtain a release from His Maijesty of all
feudal rights arising by reason of such tenure, and receive a grant
from his His Majesty, his Heirs or Successors, in free and common
soccage, upon payment to His Majesty of such sums of Money as
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¢ His Majesty, his Heirs or Successors may deem it to be just and rea.
¢ sonable, by ieason of the release and grant aforesaid, and all such
¢ sums of Money as shall be paid upon any commutations made by vir-
“¢ tue of ‘this Act, shall be applied towards the administration of Jus-
¢ tice and the support of the Civil Government of the said Province.”

It does not fall within the province of your Committee to express any
opinion upon the right' of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, to make Legislative enactments, generally, of
the nature of those contained in the Act in question. They will not
presume to anticipate the opinion of the House on this subject. Their
attention bas been confined to the above recited clauses and to their pro-
bable effects.

Your Committee can entertain no doubt that these clauses contraven-
ing, as they do, the articles of Capitulation and the definitive Treaty of
Peace—Abrogating the Statute of the fourteenth of the late King, so
far as it relates to Lands—and in contradiction to the just and liberal spi-
rit_which the whole of the public acts of His Majesty’s Government
in England, from the Cession of the Country down to the passing of the
last mentioned Act, evince, could have received the support of His
Majesty’s Government, only in consequence of the misrepresentations of
interested individuals, who have led His Majesty’s Government to be-
lieve, that the change to be operated by that Act would be beneficial to
His Majesty’s Canadian Subjects in this Province, whereas on the cone
trary it would operate a great agrarian revolution in the Colony, vest ab-
solutely and unconditionally large tracts of Lands in the hands of a few,
and reduce the mass of the people within no very long period of time to
mendicity.

These clauses tend also to annihilate the Casual and Territoral Reve-
nue, which, as established prior to the Conquest, His Majesty has been
most graciously pleased to order to bte applied towards defraying the
Civil Expenses of the Province, as appears by a Message of His Excel-
lency the Right Honourable Guy Lord Dorchester, dated 19th April
1794. : ’

In that mefsage it was faid by His Excellency < that this (the
«¢ Cafual and Territorial Revenue) arifes from various rights ap-
¢ pertaining to the Crown, fome of which are not productive.
¢ The Governor doubts not but the Houfe will bring forward
¢ meafures to relieve the subject by other duties not objectiona-
¢ ble, if raising the Lods et Ventes, Droit de Quint, &c. upto
<t the legal ftandard, fhould prove oppressive to the people,”

Subsequently an Act was pafled, intituled ¢« an Act for grant-
¢ ing to His Majesty additional and new duties on certain
« Goods, Wares and Merchandizes, and for appropriating the
s¢ fame.towards further defraying the charges of the adminiftra-
$ tion of Juftice and the fupport of the Civil Government within

C
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4¢ this Province, and for other purpofes therein mentioned ;” by
which Act permanent additional duties were eftablished, and out
of them a {fum of Five thoufand Pounds Sterling granted for the
fupport of His Majesty’s Government. )

The last and most important fubject of Enquiry with your
Committee, was into the meafures proper to be purfued for the
purpofe of removing the evils and abufes which it had been their
painful duty to inveltigate and disclose.

It appears to your Committee that these are fo inveterate and
touch so many powerful interests within the Colony, that no hope
of redress from the Provincial authorities can reafonably be indulg-
ed, and that it is from the mother Couutry alone that we can
look for the extirpation of thefe evils and abufes,

Your Committee finds in all the Acts which can be traced to
His Majefty’s Government in Great Britain, a manifest desire to
advance the well being of the people of this Province, and fully
to maintain them in their just rights,

The remoteness of this Colony, and the little intercourse of its
people with the Mother Country, has rendered it eafy for design-
ing individuals to deceive His Majefty’s Government, and the pub-
lic events which have occurred since the cession of the Country,
wherein Great Britain was immediately interested, necessarily di«
vided the attention of her Minifters and relaxed the controul ex-
ercised over the Provincial authorities.

It will be barely necefsary to recall to the recollection of the
Houfe, that after the cession of the Country to Great Britain the
political agitations of the old British Colonies were no longer
kept within Bounds by the fear of a powerful external Enemy,
and the attention of His Majefty’s Government, down to the de-
claration of American independence, was fully empleyed upon
the many fubjects of violent controverfy between the two parties
which then divided thofe Colonies. That the American revolu-
tionary war followed, and then foon after its close the French re-
volutionary war, wherein Great Britain contended for existence
itself, foon followed, and that upon its termination many and
most serious matters of public Policy, arising out of the new state
of Peace, naturally abforbed the attention of His Majefty’s Go-
vernment. .

Now that affairs are returning to their old order, your Com-
mittee is convinced that as His Majefty’s Government is now
able, fo it would be found willing, to liften to the humble Repre-
fentations of His Majefty’s faithful Canadian Subjects,
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Your Committee therefore recommend, that an humble Ad-
drefs be made to His Majesty, praying that he will be graciously
pleafed to caufe to be remedied the various abufes which exist in
this Province relative to the waste Lands of the Crown.

All which is nevertheless humbly fubmitted.

Quebec, 3d February 1824.

ANDREW STUART, Chairman.

APPENDIX (A.)

COMMITTEE ROOM,
THuURsDAY, 4th DECEMBER 1823,

Mr. Stuart, called to the Chair.

Jos. Frans. Perrault, Efquire, one of the Prothonotaries of the
Court of King’s Bench for the District of Quebec, appeared be-
fore your Committee and made Answer as follows to the Ques-
tions following :

Q. How long have you been Prothonotary ?

A. Since the Month of May 1795.

. Have you in your pofleflion as Prothonotary as aforesaid,
Tables of the Baptisms, Marriages and DBurials in the feveral
Pariflies in this Diftrict, and from what date ¢

A, Ihave thofe Tables complete from the year 1794 to the
year 1820 inclufive,

Q. By virtue of what Order were thofe Tables made, and why
have they been discontinued fince 1821 ?

A. I found when I entered into Office that the ufage was to

sprefent to the Government every year, a Table of Baptisms, Mar-
riages, and Burials, in the Diftrict of Quebec, for which we re-
ceived annually Ten Pounds Currency, and as in 1821, it was in-
timated to us by letter from one of the Boards of the Executive
Council, that in future we should not be paid for thofe Tables, we
discontinued making them.

Q. Will you leave in the hands of the Committee the feveral
Tables you have juft mentioned that Copies of them may be
made ¢

A, Certainly. c
2
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Ordered, That a Letter be written to the Prothonotaries of th.e
feveral Districts requefting them to transmit to the Clerk of this
Houfe for the information of this Houfe, with the least poffible
delay, such a Table of all the Baptisms, Marriages,Jand B.urials, as
they are in the habit of transmitting to the Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, or Perfon Adminiftering the Government of this Pro-
vince, commencing with the earliest Regifters which they have
kept for that purpofe, up to this time.

SaTurpAY, 6th DECEMBER 18%23.

Mr. Stuart in the Chair. .

Jos: ph Trepanier, of the Parish of St. Stanislas, on the River
Batifcan, in the Difirict of Three-Rivers, Yeoman, appeared be-
fore your Committee and depofed as follows :

This Parish is three leagues and a half from the River St. Law-
renice on the north. The Settlements on the River Batiscan go
two leagues higher up than the {pot we occupy. There are fet-
tlements on the River ¢ des Envies” which falls into the River
Batifcan, and are about four leagues and a half from the River,—
‘The {mall River ¢ des Chutes” flows parallel to the River des
Envies, and alfo falls into the River Batiscan a league below the
River des Dnvies. )

The fettlements both on the River des Envies and on that des
Chutes front on thofe refpective Rivers: there are about thirty young
men, fons of the inhabitants, who took Lands laft autumn on the
River des £nvies—I am not aware of their having taken Locati- .
on Tickets, nor do I think they have done fo—The whole of thefe
Lands are in the Scigniory of Batiscan, a part of the Property of
the late Order of Jefuits. It may be 25 or 26 years fince thefe
fettlements were commenced, moft of them have Location Tick~ .
ets, there are about ten of them who have none, and those
laft mentioned have been fettled ten years or thercabout. Some
of them have only been fettled five or fix years. I have myfelf
had from Mr. Badeaux for the laft two years an authority to take
poffeffion. There are few better Lands than the Wafte Lands in the
Seigniory of Batifcan, they are perfectly level. 'I'here may remain
“to concede in that Seigniory from 800 to 500 Lands and perhaps
more, and the foil is very good.

Q. Why are not thofe Lands conceded ?

A. Every year for the laft ten years Mr. Badeaux has been ap-
plied to for fome—He told us that he could not grant us any.—
"Ihere is moreover alarge number of young men who would
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have taken fome, and who bave been difgusted by the high rate
of the Rent required, and they have thereby been discouraged from
taking them—The Rent demanded is four dollars for three ar-
pents in front by thirty in depth.

Q. Would thofe Lands have been taken by the Sons of our
Husbandmen if there had been a willingnefs to grant them at the
ufual rates ?

A. There would have been about three hundred Lands and
perhaps more taken.

Q. How dothe young men in your parts proceed for obtaining
fettlements ?

A. They wait.—Mr. Badeaux having conftantly led us to hope
that grants would be made—the delay continued but the promis-
ed event has not occurred.—DBefides many young persons remain
at home with their father and mother, and do not venture to mar-
ry becaufe they have no Lands —It is hard upon the young peo-
ple to be turned adrift while there is so much good Land for con-
ceffion in the immediate neighbourhood—I was to have come
with feveral others to Quebec this Winter to prefent a Petition on
that fubject—I have a Land myfelf, but I wish to have one for my
children—I have four Boys, two of whom are full grown, and
four daughters. i

Q. Is there a Banal Mill in the Seigniory of Batiscan ?

A. There was one in the time of the late Reverend Fathers at
the River des Envies, but for the laft fifteen years we have not
been able to make ufe of it, Mr. Badeaux has promifed us that
the Mill should be repaired, but nothing has been done. 1 have
been myfelf obliged to go to Ste. Anne La Chevrotiere, and even
to Jacques Cartier, to have my Corn ground. It was neceflary to go
very far to have our Corn ground, but not one So/ of our Rent
was abated in confequence of that. A Mill has been conftructed
by the Seigniors fince laft Autumn, and I am told it is to begin
to work this week. The Inhabitants have in the laft five or fix
years been obliged to build two fmall Grift Mills.

Francois Ayotte, of the fame Parish, Yeoman, then appeared
before your Committee and depofes ;

That he is a native of that Parish, and has always refided
there, He is now fifty one years of age. The declaration of
Jofeph Trépanier having been read to him, he was asked whether
it contained the truth, and whether he faw any thing therein to-
#hange or add, he made answer that he approved the fame, and had
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nothing to add thereto, except that in confequence of the difli-
culty of obtaining Grants of Land, Fathers of families are often
under the neceffity of dividing their Lands, whereby they were
reduced to poverty, as the whole extent of their Lands provided
a bare fufficiency for their fubfiftence. .

Q. How many Lands have been so fubdivided ?

A. Three that I know of, but if there are no Conceﬂions to
take it is not to be forefeen how many remain to be fubdivided.

Pierre Trepanier, Nephew of Jofeph Trepanier, of the fame
Parish, Yeoman, appeared before your Committee, and f_'axd :

I am twenty nine years of age. Iam a native of Batiscan as
are alfo my Father and Grand Father. I have been a year mar-
ried. L. have 2 donation of my Father’s Lands. There are many
young people among us who have for many years wished for
Grants of Land. = The Seigniory of Batiscan contains a confide-
rable quantity of good Land not hitherto granted.

Q. Why do not the young People of Batiscan obtain Grants of
Land?

A. Becaufe Grants are refufed; they have been repeatedly
promifed, but without effect.

Q. How do the young People in your parts proceed for obtain-
ing Settlements ? _

A. The young People are always in expectation of obtaining
fome of thofe Lands, it is painful to them to leave the place, the
Lands are very good, and they are among their Relatives.

Q. Do the Lands begin to be Subdivided ?

A. Yes, as they cannot obtain any Grant of lands they are
obliged to come to an agreement with their Father, that is to fay,
to obtain a part of their Father’s Land for Rent or otherwife.

Q. What is the effect of the Subdivifion of thefe Lands ?

A. Much mifery is thereby occafioned, because double Ex-
penses, twice the quantity of Buildings, Enclofures and Ditching
are required.—The Parish is thereby impoverished.—The People
are very often unable to meet their engagements, live with less
eomfort and are often ruined.—Theé Father very often found it
difficult to open, and fupport himfelf and his Children upon the
.whole of his Land —upon its being divided, wood becomes more
fcarce, the Soil is ufually worn out, and charged with the fupport
of two Families instead of one.

_Q- In what ftate are the old Lands of the Seigniory of Batiscan
with respect to Timber for Building and Fuel ? '
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A. There are Lands on which there is no Timber for building,
and but little for Fuel. I have been myfelf obliged to go three
quarters of a league off for my Fire-wood. My Land is three
Jeagues and a half from the River Saint-Lawrence.

Q. How far from you are the ungranted Lands ?

A. Thirty arpents.

The depofition of Jofeph Trépanier having been read to him,
he was asked whether it contained the Truth, and whether there
were any thing to change or add, he made anfwer that he ap-
proved it, and faid he had nothing to add.

Jacques Lambert, of the Parifh of Batiscan, Yeoman, appeared
before your Committee and made answer as follows &

Q. Why do not the young People take Lands in the Seigniory
of Batiscan ? ,

A. Becaufe they do not find any one who will give them
Grants. They go upon thofe Lands without any Titles, make
no Buildings, and a fmall clearing where they raife Corn and
Potatoes on a {mall fcale, while they await the pleafure of the
Agent to give them a Title.

Q. How do the young People of this Parith proceed in order
to fettle 2 .

A. They remain with their Father and Mother unti! they ob-
tain a decifion that they may have Lands. But remaining all
together in that way occafions want, for it is impoflible to collect
enough for all, the Land being too confined for the number of
perfons on it,

Q. Do the old Lands begin to be fubdivided ?

A. They are divided into two portions in order to fettle two
"Children, which encreafes the labour required and encreafes want
alfo, becaufe upon a Land on which one Child has been brought
up, it becomes neceflary to bring up two. The Labour would
be doubled, the number of mouths being doubled, inftead of ten
perfons there would be twenty to fupport on the fame Land.

Q. In what ftate are the old Lands of the Seigniory of Batiscan,
with refpect to building Timber and Firewood ? )

A. They are obliged to go very far for Wood, there is no
building Timber, and but little Firewood.

Romain Mongrain, of the Parifh of Batiscan, Yeoman, then ap-
peared before your Committee, and being interrogated, ftates tbat
his Father, Grand Father, and himfelf are all natives of this Parifh.
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Q. Why do not the young People of your Parifh take Lands
in the Seigniory of Batiscan ?

A. None of them venture to do fo, becaufe they apprehend
that too high a Rent will be impofed on the Lands, ard they
wait for a reduction of the Rents in order to obtain fome.

Q. How do the young People of this Parish proceed in order
to obtain Settlements ?

A. They are retarded : they wait until the Lands fhall be
Conceded : some of them have ever grown old while waiting
for Lands, but they continue to wait, and according to what
people say, if the unconceded Lands were granted many per-
fons would take fome of them.

Q. Do the old Lands begin to be fubdivided ?

A. Some of them do.

Q. Why do they make thofe fubdivifions ?

A. Becaufe they do not find an opportunity of fettling their
children elfewhere.

Q. What is the effect of thofe fubdivifions ?

A. Some of them are much injured thereby, becaufe when
the Land is old, and no more new Land remains for cultivation,
the foil is not fufficiently productive to fupport two families, and
they are both reduced to want, which is an’ ordinary event, for
this reafon if new Conceflions were made the young People
would be very happy to obtain fome, whereby an increafe in the
Parifh of St. Staniflas very much to its benefit would be occafion-
ed. It is intended to erect a Church there to the expenfe of
which thofe Lands wou!d Contribute: fometimes the divifion of
the Lands does no harm, which happens when the Lands are of
considerable cxtent, not lefs thun four Arpents in front by thirty
or forty in depth, of good quality, and when there remains a cer-
tain quantity of new Land to be brought into cultivation.

Joseph Badeauz, Efquire, one of the Members of this Houfe,
appeared before your Committee.

Q. Were you for fome time, and how long, Agent for the Pro-
perty of the late Order of Jefuits ?
A. I was Agent for that Property in the Diftrict of Three

Rivers from the month of July or Auguft 1829, to the month of
January 1823,

Q. Inwhat does that Property confift, and what is its Extent ?
A. The Seigniory of Batiscan is two leagues and three quarters
or thereabout, by twenty leagues in depth. The Seigniory Cap
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de la Magdelaine is about three leagues in front by twenty in
depth. They hold befides thefe a Fief fituate in the Banlieue of
Three Rivers of about twenty three arpents in front by twenty
five in depth.  Another parcel of about twenty five square arpents,
called Pachivigny, fituate in the centre of the Town of Three
Rivers, originally granted to an Indian Chief and conveyed to
the Jefuits for a moderate Rent. There is another Parcel of
about two hundred arpents fituated in the Town of Three Rivers,
of which about thirty five arpents are divided into Buitding Lots
and the reft in wafte.

Q. What is the depth of the Settlements in thofe Seigniories
at prefent ?

A. 'The Seigniory of Batiscan is Conceded in a right Line as far
two Leagues and a half, or two Leagues and three quarters from
the River St. Lawrence, which makes about three Leagues, fol-
lowing the Curvature of the high road. ' In the Seigniory of Cap
de la Magdelaine there are only two Ranges of Lots, reckoning
from the River, fettled, in the fecond of which there are at the
utmost T'en Grantees. There are other Lands Conceded fronting
on'the River St, Maurice, but there is only one Range of Con-
ceded Lots there. Some other Wood Lands have been granted
along the Rivulet ¢« La Chapelle” which falls into the River St.
Maurice about Thirty Arpents from its Mouth.

Q. Does the line of the South West fide of the Seigniory of
the Cap de la Magdelaine Cross the River St. Maurice ?

A. 1t should Cross the River St. Maurice two or three Leagues
from the River, but it has never been drawn.

Q. Isthere to your knowledge any quantity of Lands fufcepti-
ble of Cultivation and not granted in the faid Seigniory, and what
is that quantity ?

A. I can only fpeak from hearfay. I think there is hardly one
Sixteenth part of the Seizniory granted, and that in the remain-
ing part which is not granted, there remain many Lands fit for
Cultivation. I have reafon to believe that a great part of the
Lands between the Mountains and the River St. Lawrence, which
are five or fix Leagues from the River, are fit for Cultivation. 1
have alfo heard that beyond the Mountains, there are confiderable
Vallies of good Land. v

Q. Is there to your knowledge any quantity of Land fit for
Cultivation, and not granted in the Seigniory of Batiscan, and
what is that quantity ¢

. A, I think from what information I have received, that there
D
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is good Land at the extremity of the Landsalready granted, which
continues through an extent of five or fix Leagues.

Q. What is the number, to the best of your knowledge, of the
Conceflions made in each of those two Seigniories during your
Agency ? ' )

A. After many applications on the part of various perfons to
obtain Grants in thefe two Seigniories, and of which 1 had solici-
ted the Commiflioners for Grants, I did not learn until about
1809, that I was empowered to concede at the rate of twenty-
four francs annual Rent, for a Land of Three Arpents by thirty
in depth, that rate having been found exceflive, I conceded but

very few Lands, which authority to concede was withdrawn about
1817 or 1818.

Monpay, 8th DEcEMBER 1823.
Mr. Strart in the Chair,

Joseph Badecaux, Efquire, appeared again before your Com-
mittee and answered the following Questions.

Q. What was the ulual Rate of Conceflion in the said Sei
gniories prior to the faid Order ?

A. According to the Rent Roll, the Conceded Lands previous
to the Conquest paid about a half Boisseaw, (which is one fixth
of a Minot) of Wheat, and one Capon or fifteen Sols Tournois,
for a Land of Two Arpents by Forty, others paid a halt Sol, and
others one Sol Tournois for every Square Arpent. They werein
part Conceded at one Sol per Square Arpent, and one Capon for
evety twenty, and occaflionally every thirty Square Arpents.

Q. Who was the Prefident, and who were the Members and
Officers of the Commiffion for the Adminiftration of the Eftates
of the Jefuits, when the order was paffed for exacting a Rent of
four dollars for every Land ? '

A. I.bf_elieve\ the Commiffion confifted of Mr. Dunn, Mr. Baby,
Mr. Williams, and Mr. Berthelot, and Mr. Pyke was Secretary.

Q. Who were the Prefident and Officers when the erder to
concede was withdrawn, and you were ordered to concede no
more ? .

A. Mr. Ryland was Prefident, Mr. Wm. Smith, Mr. Coltman,
and Mr. John Stewart were Commiflioners, I think Mr. Foy was
Secretary. v

Q. Isit the same Mr. Ryland who is Clerk of the Executive

Coznc%, and at the same time Treasurer of the faid Commiffion ?
. Yes,
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Q. Did Mr. Ryland as Prefident, Commiffioner or Treafurer
of the said Commiffion, receive any Fees on the granting of the
Lands adminiftered by the said Commiffion ?

A. None to my knowledge.

Q. Upon the grantipg of the said Lands was there paid any
Patent Fee or other Fee for obtaining the fame to Mr. Ryland or
any Oflicer of Government ?

A. No. :

Q. Do you know whether on the iffuing of the faid order, Mr.
Ryland as Secretary to the Executive Council exacted and receiv-
ed 15s. 6d. on the name of each Petitioner for Wafte Lands of
the Crown, other than the Wafte Lands within the faid Seig-
niories ¢

A. I know nothing of that.

Q. Are there many perfons in the Diftrict of Three-Rivers who
are defirous of obtaining grants of Land, if they were granted at
the ufual rate ?

A. There is a large number, in the Seigniory of Batiscan more
especially. .

Q. Are there any new fettlements forming in the Seigniories
of the Diftrict of Three-Rivers, on the north side of theRiver St.
Lawrence ?

A. Very few—And the rather as the Seigniories belonging to
individuals are almost all conceded, the Seigniory of Lanaudiére
excepted, which belongs to Mr. Pothier, and in which the rate of
Rents is fo exorbitant that very few perfons venture to take any
Land there, whereby many of the young people of the Parifhes
of Maskinongé, Machiche and the River du Loup, have been

“compelled to go over to the fouth fide, and many have fettled in
the neighbourhocd of the Seigniory of the River David, in the
Townthip of Upton—and there are one hundred families at
leaft who have settled without any title.

Q. On the fouth fide of the River St. Lawrence, are there any
old Seigniories which contain a quantity of Wafte Lands ?

A. I'am only acquainted with the Seigniories of St Pierre les
Bécquets and Gentilly, in which there may be two ranges which
are not conceded —In the Seigniory of Nicolet fome Lands re-
main, for which the Seignior exacts high Rents.—In the Fief
Courval, of which I am Seignior, there remain about three hun-
dred Lands of which the rate is ten shillings for every three ar-
‘pents in front by twenty, and so in proportion.—When I pur-
chafed that Seigniory the rate was two sols and one quart of
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wheat for every square arpent, which amounted to from fifteen
to eighteen Francs. )

Q. Have not the Seigniors of the Country in general, confi-
derably raifed the Rate of Rents fince the Conqueft, and of late
years more especially ?

A. Yes, in various ways, the higheft Rents I know of in our
Diftrict were thofe exacted by the Seignior of the River David,
they are of one Dollar and three or four Minots of Wheat for
every Land of three arpents by thirty.

Q- Does the rife of Seigniorial Rents tend to retard the Set-
tlement of the Seigniories of this Country ?

A. Yes, for the Seigniories in which the Rents have not been
raifed are almoft all Settled.

Q. Have you a knowledge that the Seigniors fometimes fell
Wood Lands in breach of the Arréts 2

A. I have heard that fome Seigniors receive a fmall fum for
the preference. )

Q. Is the fum {o exacted mentioned in the Deed of Grant, or
are fuch Agreements carried into effect by means of intermediate
persons, and in what manner ?

A. T am not aware of the means, but I know that it is not fet
forth in the Deeds.

Q. Is there any Emigration from the Diftrict of Three-Rivers,
and from any others part of the Province, and towards what
places ¢

A. T have no knowlage that the young People emigrate from
the Diftrict of Three-Rivers.

Q. What was the Income of the Seigniories of Cap de la
Magdelaine and Batiscan during your agency ?

A. I believe the ground Rents and annual Rents of thofe two
Seigniories hardly exceed one hundred Pounds. The cafual In-
come amounts to one hundred and fifty Pounds a year on an
average.

Q. What is the number of Landholders in both thofe Seignio-
ries to the beft of your knowledge ?

A. About five hundred I believe.

Robert Jones, Efquire, a member of this Houfe, thei appear-
ed before your Committe:.-. » e appe

Q. Were you _dm:ing any, and what periéd of time, agent for
any and what Seigniories in the Diftrict of Montreal ?
A. I was Agent for His Majefty’s Seigniory of Sorel from 1800
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to 1810. I'was alfo Agent for Mrs. Barrow’s Seigniories on the
River Yamaska from 1800 to 1806.

Q. What is the extent of the Seigniory of Sorel, and of Mrs.
Barrow's Seigniories refpectively ?

A. The Seigniory of Sorel is of an irregular figure, but equal
:jo ab}c:ut three leaguesin front on the St. Lawrence by three in

epth.

The Seigniory of Mrs. Barrow consists in 2 number of Seigni-
ories united, viz: Bourg-marie, Bourg-marie Est, Bourg-marie
Quest, St. Charles de Yamaska, Bonfecours and Bourchemin.

Q. At what rates were Lands granted in these refpective Seig-
-niories, whilst you were agent fo as aforefaid, and what was the
progrefs of the Settlements therein, and what in your eftimation
are the caufes which have ferved to advance or retard the Settle~
ment thereof during the periodsof your agency or since?

A. Therate of granting Land in His Majefty’s Seigniory was
10s, for three acres in front by twenty in depth, During the
-time of my agency no concefsions were allowed to be made in
Mrs. Barrow’s Seigniories ;—In His Majefty’s Seigniory conces-
sions were made to any individual who applied for them, and du-
-ring my agency about one hundred and fifty concessions have
been made. Mrs. Barrow having refused to concede, has mate-
rially retarded the settlement of her Seigniories ;—frequent ap-
plications have been made to me for concefsions, and from the
goodnefs of the foil I have no doubt but the whole might have
been conceded.

Q. At what time was the rate of ten.shillings for three arpents
by twenty, eftablithed ?

A. This rate was eftablifhed before I took the agency, and I
do not know when.

Q. What was the old rate of granting Lands in His Majefty’s
Seigniory ?

- A. The old Concefsions were three acres by forty, atarent of
six livres one sol lournois.

Q. Do there remain any Lands ungranted in the Seigniory of
Sorel, and what is their quality ?

A. There remain about sixty lots, of three arpents by twenty,
unconceded ; the whole is good Land.— All the ungranted Land
in the Seigniory of Sorel, as well as in those of Mrs. Barrow, is
the best Land in thofe Seigniories refpectively as to quality.

Q. What has prevented the granting of the before mentioned

- Sixty Lots ? i
A. Thereafon, I believe, is, that there is no regular map or
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plan of the Seigniory in the poflefsion of Government, and I
have alfo reafon to believe that the exiftence of fo large a tract of
ungranted Land is unknown to Government. ] )

Q. From what perfon or perfons could the Committee derive
any information refpecting the caufes which have prevented the
Settlement of Mrs. Barrow’s Seigniories ?

A. The information required might, I think, be bhad from
Mr. P. T. Chevrefils, a Notary Public, and from Mr. P. B. Pel-
lissier, a Captain of Militia, her fub-agent.

Q. Who is now the principal Agent, and how long has he been
fuch ?

A. Samuel Gale, Efquire, of Mohtreal, Advocate, who fuc-
ceeded his father about three years ago.

Q. Have you any, and what reafon, to believe that certain Seig-,
niors in the Diftrict of Montreal sell their unconceded Lands in
their Seigniories at arbitrary prices, and for that reafon refufe to
concede at the ordinary rates as required by Law ?

A. I know it from general Report; I have no perfonal know-
ledge of it.—I underftand the practise is to grant to one Indivi-
dual in his own name, either for pecuniary considerations given
by him to the Seignior, or hein fact acting as agent for the Seig-
nior, fome eight, ten or more lots, which he fells feparately to as
many Individuals, and fome of thefe Lots have been fold as high
as six dollars an acre.

Q. Does this practise prejudice any and what class of His Ma-
jefty’s Subjects, and in what manner ?

A. It affects the poarer portion of the agricultural clafs, who
not having money to purchale, are prevented from fettling them~
felves and their {fons upon the ungranted Lands of these Seignio-

ries, as they might and would have done if thefe Lands had been
granted at the ordinary rates.

Ordered, That a Letter be written to Mr. Pierre Jofeph Chev-
refils, Notary Public, and to Mr. Bazile Pellissier, Captn. of Mi-

litia, of the Parish of Yamaska, to appear before this Committee
with all convenient speed.

Tuespay, 9th December, 1823. -
Mr. Stuart in the Chair.

Michel Berthelot cf the City of Quebec,

) Efquire, N Pu-
blic, appeared before your Committee. Auire, Notary 4
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Q. Have you been Agent for the Jefuits’ Eftates in the Dis-
trict of Quebec, and how long ?

A. 1 was Agent for the Eftates of the late Order of Jefuits
during twenty years or thereabout.

.Q. In what do thofe Eftates confift ?

A. 'The Eftates of which I had the management, confifted of
the Fiefs, Notre Dame des Anges, Saint Gabriel, and Sillery,
part of the City of Quebec, forming Ground Rentsand Ronics
constituées, as alfo part of the Fief Lauzon, in the Parifhes of
Pointe Levi and Saint Nicolas, and the Fief Belair.

Q. What is the extent of thofe Fiefs and Eftates refpectively ?

A. I cannot answer that Queftion, never having been in pos-
seflion either of original Pians or Titles.

Q. Arethere any ungranted Lands in the Seigniory of Sillery ?

A. I believe it is all conceded.

- Q. Are there any in the above mentioned Seigniories ?

A. I believe there are many unconceded Lands in the Sei-
guiory of SaintGabriel, but I cannot fay if auy remain in the
Seigniory of Notre Dame des Anges, I believe there still remain
fome Lands to concede in the Fief Belair.

Q. What was the old rate of conceding Land in the said Sei-
gniories ? \

A. Generally the rate was as follows: one Sol for every {quare
arpent, one Sol as Cens for every arpent in front by whatever
depth there might be, and one live Capon, or fifteen Sols, or
twenty Sols at the option of the Seignior—{ome Deeds mentioned
fifteen Sols and others twenty Sols. In the Fief Belair feveral
Deeds, inftead of a Capon, ftate a Turkey or thirty Sols.

Q. Were all the Conceffions which were made during your
time made at that rate ?

A. Yes, with the exception of the Lands granted to Mr. Jos.
Planté and Mr. J. B. Panet by P¢re Cazot, the laft Jefuit in
Canada. ) .

Q. Were a great number of Grants made while you were A-

ent ?

A. Extenfive Lots of Lard were granted to a few perfons, that
is to fay, Mr. Neilfon, Mr. Blanchet, Mr. Pozer, Mr. A. Stuart,
Mr. Foy, and Mr. Harvey.

Q. What was the annual Income of thofe Seigniories on an
Average ¢

A. I have received feven hundred Pounds a year on an Average.
- Q. What is the Amount of the annual Income of the said

Seigniories ?
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A. Tt is impoffible for me to answer that, becaufe the Books,
Title Deeds, and Land Regifters, by which I might have ascer-
tained it are in bad order, and not underftood. The Labour
of a whole year would have been required for putting them into
order. .

Q. Why did you not put them, or caufe them to be put in
order ?

A. I often urged the Commiffion to have them put in order,
but nothing has ever been done : lately however, the Commis«
sion has begun to caufe the preparation of 2 Land Regifter to be
proceeded to, which has been given up becaufe it is evident that
it would have been of no ufe.

Q. Why would it have been of no ufe ?

A. Because it was not made in the form prefcribed by Law.

Q. To what ufe during your Agency has the College in the Up-
per Town of Quebec, and erected by the late Order of Jesuis
for the education of the Youth of the Country, been applied ?

A. As Barracks for the Troops of the Garrison.

Q. What income might that edifice produce were it let to in-
dividuals, and reserving a portion of it {ufficient for the purpofe
of its original deftination ?

A. Relerving a part of that building for the purpofes of its ori-
ginal deftination, the reft divided and subdivided in order to be
let to varions perfons, might give an income of neady fiftcen
hundred pounds a year.

Q.;For how many years has that building been ufed as a Bar-
rack ? ‘

A. I know that that Building has been in part occupied by the
Troops of the Garrifon as a Barrack, and as a refidence for the
furviving Jesuits up to 1800, and from that time to the prefent
moment the whole has been occupied by the Troops as a Barrack.

Q. Do you not know that there was a Church on that ground ?
when was it demolifhed and by what order ?

-A. In the first years of my being in office, I had an Order from
the Commiffion to demolish and rafe the Church adjacent to the
Jefuits’ College 5 the ground upon which that Church ftood, as
alfo a portion of the Jesuits’ Garden, properly fo called, now
forms a portion of the Upper-Town Market Place, -
» . Q. Where was the faid Church fituated ; what were its dimen-
sions 3 and in what state wasit when demolished ? -

A. The Church was contiguous to the fouth eaft angle of the

qulege—l do not recollect its dimensions—It was on the eve of
ruin,
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Q. Have there been fold, or expofed to fale, any Lands be-
longing to the Jefuits during your management or fince ?

- A. None to my knowledge while I was in Office, but fince I
have ceafed to be agent, I have been well informed that feveral
pieces of ground and Building Lots, being part of the Jefuits’
Garden, have been fold or otherwife disposed of in favour of
{everal perfons, proprietors of ground in St. John Street, to ferve
as a continuation and extenfion of their Lots in rear of their res-
pective Houfes.

Q. To what ufe have the feveral fums of money arifing from
fuch fale been applied ?

A. Having had occafion to infpect fome of thofe Title Deeds,
I am enabled to fay, that the capital of the price of that fale re-
mained as a mortgage upon the faid Lots, and that the feveral in-
dividuais pay interest for it to the King, I prefume thatall the
other Deeds are on the fame footing, without being able to say
what are the terms of payment.

Q. At what time, and in what manner was the garden taken
posseffion of ?

A. In the earlier time of my management, fuppofing that I had
the f{uperintendance of that part of the Garden which was occu-
pied by the last of the Jefuits, and not choofing to be charged with
the depredations which might be committed in the Garden, I re-
quefted the Commifiioner to exonerate me in that behalf, and to be
informed how to proceed for that purpose. It was then {fuggefted
to me to deliver up the Key of a Door of accefs to that Garden
to.Mijor Rofs-Lewin, Town Major, who gave me a receipt {hew=
ing his acceptance of the Key, and my discharge from refponfibi-
lity.

Tuespay, 9th DeceEMBER 1823.

Mr. Stuart in the Chair.

J. B. Proulz, Efquire, Member of this Houfe for the County of
Buckinghamthire, was examined before your Committee and
made answer as follows : :

Q. Have you had any, and what means of acquiring informati-
on refpecting the whole and the new Settlements in the County
of Buckinghamihire ?

A. Yes—being a native of that County, and profefling agricul-
ture, as alfo my family and ance]{;cors.
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Q. Are there any new Settlements in the faid County ?

A. Yes, there are many. oL

Q. What number of Parifhes, and what number of Seigniories
are in your County ? ' o

A. The number of Parithes in the old Seigniories is twelve,
that is to fay :—St. Michel d’Yamatka, St. Frangois, St. Antoine
de la Baie du Fevre, St. Jean de Nicolet, St. Grégoire, Becan-
cour, Gentilly, St. Pierre les Becquets, St. Jean I’Eschaillon,
Lothbiniére, St. Croix, and St. Antoine.—The Seigniories and
Ficfs in the faid County are the following, that is to fay :—Ya-
maska, St. Francois, Pierre-Ville, Courval, La Baie du Fevre, Ni-
colet, St. Grégoire, Becancour, Gentilly, St. Pierre, St. Jean,
Lothbinére, St. Croix, and St. Antoine—I cannot pofitively ftate
the number of the Townfhips. '

Q. Where are the new Settlements fituated, when and by
whom were they made, and what is their extent ?

A. New Settlements are forming daily in the feveral Parifhes,
and in the Townfhips in greater number than in the old Seigni-
ories.—The moft recent settiements have been made in the Fief -
Pierre-Ville and in the Seigniory Courval —They began to be set- .
tled about eighteen or twenty years ago—Tle others have been
very long fettled—Conceflions are annually made of a certain
number of Lotsin the feveral Seigniories but not fufficiently nu-=
merous and confiderable to merit the name of a settlement.

Q. Is there any emigration from your County to other parts of
the Province, and in what direion ?

A. Thereis none from my County, becaufe almost all the young
people take lands in the County itfelf if they can obtain any.

Q. What is the ufual extent of Grants to Freeholders inthe
old Seigniories of the faid County ? - ’

A. The general extent is three arpents by thirty in depth.

Q. Is any Subdivifion of thofe Lands made for the Settlement
of feveral Families, and are they frequent ? .

A. Yes, a great many are made, but not fo many as will be
made by reafon of the increafe of the Population and fcarcity of
Launds, which is more and more felt.

Q. What are the caufes of that Subdivifion of the Lands ?

A. The great increafe of the population, the impediments and

reftrictions (o difficult to furmount as to prevent obtaining new
Grants ? cT

Q. What effect do théfe fubdivifions produce ?

A. A great effect ; for instance a father who has opened a new
Land, and has availed himself of its fertility, could then bring up
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and maintain, although with fome difficulty, five or fix children:
ftill lefs can two. of his sons, between whom the father divides that
Land, reserving to himself a certain rent or allowance, bring up
or {upport a number of children equal to two families. The fe-
cond effect is the heavy expense in building and enclofures between
the two fons. Inftruments of Agriculture, Cattle, and enclo-
sures must be doubled for bringing the Land into cultivation. A
third effect produced by that subdivifion, is the conveying of a
portion of that Land to a firanger—~-That change generally occa-
fions an inability to meet the heavy charges above fated.

THURrsDAY, 11th DECEMBER 1828,
Mr. Stuart in the Chair.

Louis Gendron, of the Parish of St. Awnne de la Pérade, in
the - Diftrict of Three Rivers, Ycoman, appeared before your
Committee and ftated as follows :

I am married, and have ten children, of whom five are Boys.
Iam very defirous of obtaining for my children other Wafte
Lands if I could obtain any at moderate rents.

I have made frequent application to Mr. Lanaudiére our
Seignior, but he never chofe to concede at the fame rate at which
the old Lands along the River in his Seigniory were conceded.

He required a minot and a half.of Wheat and feven Francs in
money for 2 Land of three arpents by twenty—neverthelefs the
neceflity I was under of obtaining a Land, induced me to take one
about five years fince from Mr. Lanaudi¢re, which I have been
obliged to {ell because of the high Rents which I found it diffi-
cult to pay.

About a year and a half since or thereabout, Itook anew Land
from the prefent Seignior, Mr Hale, at the fame rate as that of
Mr. Lanaudiére, with the exception that Mr. Hale has allow-
ed me a term of five years, during which no payment is to be
made. I have always heard that our people would readily
take new Lands, which they want, if the Rents were more mo-
derate. I do not know what the old Rents were, but I had form-
erly a Land of five arpents in front by forty in depth which I had
inherited of my Ancestors, and which paid only one minot or
buthel of Wheat and forty Sols in Money. The Lands are beg-
inning to be divided.

There are many Families who poffefled extenfive Lands who
have divided them. A Land of five Arpents by forty is divided
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into three portions, as has often happened. Were I'to make any
refearch I might find about forty Families who have partitioned
their Lands, which occafions poverty and fuffering.

Monpay, 15th December 1823,
Mr. Stuart in the Chair.

. Mr. Wm. Marchant, of Cap de la Magdelaine, Miller, ap-
peared before your Commitree.

Q. How long have you refided in this Parish ?

A. Fifteen years as Miller of the Mill at Cap de La Magdelaine,
belonging to the late Order of Jefuits.

Q. What has been the progrefs of the new Settlements in the
faid Seigniory during the fifteen years of your refidence, and
what are the caufes which may have forwarded or retarded them ?

A. There has not been any increafe in the Settlements within
that period. I ascribe this to the Lands in the firft conceflion
not being very good, and I have heard that the Attorney of the
Commiffion for the Eftates of the Jefuits did not choofe to
concede. .

Q. What, to the beft of your knowledge, is the quality of the
Ungranted Lands in the faid Seigniory, and what may be the
quantity of the Lands to be granted ? : :

A. I have heard that the Lands in the firft Ranges are hardly
good. That Seigniory however is twenty leagues in depth and in
that depth there may be much good land.

Q. Do the Lands in that Seigniory begin to be Subdivided
along the water ?

A. Some of them are divided.

Q. What is the Income of the Mill ?

A. About four hundred Minots of Wheat a year, on an average.
During the firft years of my being there it gave more, it now

gives lefs, for in the laft twelve years feveral Mills have been
eftablithed. :

Q. Why do not the people Settled on the River des Envies,
rather come to your Mill than go to a great diftance as far as the
Cap Santé Mill ?

A. The Road from the River des Envies to my Mill is bad,
and it would take as much time to come to my Mill as to

0 as go to
Cap Santé.—My Mill is befides often very fhort of  Water,
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_ Tuespay, 16th December 1823.
Mr. Stuart in the Chair.

Mr. Jokn Cannon, of the City of Quebec, then appeared before your
Committee,

Q. Have you had any, and what means of becoming acquainted with
the state and condition of the various classes of persons resident in this
Province, or coming thereto, who might be desirous of obtaining Launds
new ungranted, and of settling themselves and their families thereupon,
and of the obstacles which such persons have had, and have now to en-
counter to settle thereupon ?

A. 1, and my Father’s family have resided in Lower-Canada for the
last twenty two years.—I had occasion to travel through many of the
country parts of the Province, in the course of my business T have em-
ployed great numbers of Labourers and Mechanics or superintended
them during my Father’s life time, in the business of an Architect and
Master Builder ; these labourers were as well natives of the Province as
Emigrants from Europe, the latter principally Emigrants from Ireland,
witn the situation and wants of both of which classes I became minutely
acquainted.

Q. What was the average number of Labourers that you employed ?
~ A. The number of men employed varies according to circumstances
and the work for which Irequired them,—1I have some times employed
for a whole summer two hundred men as Labourers, Mechanics, Car-
ters, &c. The number Iemploy at present is much less, as I am con-
tracting my business, during the last season I have employed about
twenty men on my own account : the previous seasons, for the last three
or four years, I employed thirty or forty :~—these consisted principally
of - Irish Emigrants, and I employed a great many of these people me-
vely to give them an opportunity of obtaining a subsistence which was
alt that I allowed them, telling them to better themselves when they
could.

My motive for employing them was principally to give them anr op-
portunity to earn something, rather than depend upon Charity or suffer
from absolute want.

Q. Did you find amongst them generally any desire of obtaining
Lands to settle thereon ?

A. 1did find a great desire,

Q. Had you any, and what means of ascertaining the obstacles which
existed to their settling themselves advantageously and usefully upon the
vast and interminable tracts of waste and ungranted Lands within the
Colony, and if so, what were these obstacles?

A. The principal information, 1 derived from having had frequent
occasion to visit the different new Settlements of Lower-Canada, and
more particularly those of Val-Cartier and St. Patrick upon the Ri-
ver Jacques Cartier, and after having made myself perfectly acquainted
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with the mode of industry pursued by the poor Emigrants, I find that
there is one great inconvenience which very much retards their pursuits
znd diminishes that activity in clearing their Farms, which no other cir-
cumstance could easily suppress : namely, that of being without a Pastor,

Those Settlers who are principally Roman Catholics consider no sa.
crifice equal tothat of being secluded from their Clergy, to whom they
submit with implicit obedience, and hence may be assigned the cause
why they attach themselves so much to the Towns in prefereuce to work
out an independence for themselves and Families in the Country.

If His Majesty’s Government would think proper to adopt the plan
of building Churches in the different new settlements, and in the uncon-
ceded lands of the Crown it would be the most effectual mode of quickly
establishing the Country, and of rendering independent a great number
who are at present relying on absolute charity.

A Church and a suitable residence for a Catholic Priest might be e-
rected for a sum not exceeding One thousand Pounds, and by allowing
such Clergyman One Hundred Pounds a year for the term of five Years,
the settlement would then be in a situation to give the necessary support,
the said £1500 to be appropriated to every 60,000 Acres of land
which would suffice for 300 Families, or sey 1500 Souls.

It would be adviseable to build each Church in the centre of each
Settlement, and with respect to Roads, wherever Churches are placed
Settlers will be always found to make them.

The Canadians, at present, from the same cause are prevented from
establishing themselves on the unconceded Lands of the Crown ard pro-
viding for their increasing Families, the idea of settling in a Wilderness
remote from hearing the word of God, keeps them together, and ac-
counts for that inactivity in extending their possessions for which they
are remarkable where the cause is removed. ‘

If Churches were built in the different new Settlements, Canadians
would intermix with Settlers from the Qld Country, and would, as being
more intelligent with respect to clearing Lands, hold forth an example
to the others, besides many wealthy Citizens, if such advantages were
offered, would purchase Lands and give employment to the more des-
titute in the Settlement, then a vigour before unknown would pervade
;hose People, and Agriculture and happiness would fourish in the Co-
ony.

"There is every reason to suppose that the money, thus expended in
the adoption of such a wise and political measure might, be refunded in
the course of a few years if Government should require it.

A most strilfing proof of this mode of settling may be seen by a glance
at the population and wealth of Glengary in Upper.Canada.

It was first established by a Catholic Priest named M:<Donnell with a
few Scotch Highlanders, by building a small Church, round which a
number of pthers 9f the same cl.:ums flocked, they have advanced so ra-
pidly in their Agricultural pursuits as to be enabled to erect a Church
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which will cost {when finished) nearly £30,000—I went in the summer
of last year as an Acrbitrator to examine it, and had an opportunity of
ascertaining how, in the late War, those brave Highlanders with their
Reverend Pastor at their head, evinced therr fidelity towards Govern-
ment and manfully guarded their Homes and their Country.

A numerous unsettled People now piesent themselves, not less brave,
and as Patriotic; granting to them Churches and Priests, would b:
granting to them a Government to fight for,—a Home to guard and a
Couutry to defend, any pecuniary assistance offered them would be but
momentary in comparison to the lowest bounty given to a Soldieria
time of War, wouldif now granted to each individual, more than suffice
to effect the object proposed.

Moxnbpay, 22nd December 1823.
Mr. Stuart in the Chair,

Olivier Arcand, Esquire, a Member of this House, appeared before
your Committee.

Q. Have youhad any, and what means of acquiring information res-
pecting the old and the new Settlements in the County of Hampshire?

A. I have only had an opportunity of acquiring information respect-
ing the old and the new Settlements in a part of the County of Hamp-
shire, for which I have the honor to be one of the Representatives in
Parliament, and in an equally small portion of the upper part of Bucking-
hamshire, in which I reside and where 1 usually practice Surveying.

Q. Are thereany new Settlements in the said County ?

A. Inthe County of Hampshire T only know (and that imperfect-
ly) one new Settlement which is called Val-Cartier. Although the
Gentlemen who opened that Settlement have spared no expense, I am
not awace that Agriculture flourishes there. Is this owing to the qua-
lity of the Soil or the system of Cultivacion.—I know not. In the
part of the County of Buckinghamshire which Iknow, I observe no
new Setilements except at Drummondville, but the bad state of the
internal Communications at that place, has caused a great part of the
Settlement to be abandoned, with the exception of alout twenty hoses,
‘which are in the Village, and about the same number of wretched hovels,
Sitated along the bad bye-roads, which have besn opened there, and
which are now opening there, The other new Settlements which I
know of there, are in some of the Ranges of Lots in the Seiguiories,
which are making very slow progress.

There is however another Settlement, which is rather a considerable
one, and is called ¢ Le Ruissean des Chénesy”” which extends from the
Seigniories of Deguire and Bourgmarie on the East, across the Towa-
ship-of Upton, and there are even some in that of Grantham,
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Q. What is the number of Parishes in your County, and what is the
number of Seigniories ? . .

A. T caonot exactly state the number of the Parishes and Seigniories
which are in each of the Counties | now mentioned, but it may be ecasily
ascertained from the information given by the Surveyor General.

Q. Where are the new Settlements situated, when, and by whom
were they made, and what is their extent ?

A. The two new Settlements first above mentioned, were-commenced
not more than seven or eight years since. Iut that of the Ruisseau des
Chénes, may have been begun about 1806. There are from sizty to
eighty Inhabitants there, many of whom are vich Farmers : unfortunately
all the Titles they have (and oply a few of them have such Titles) are -
Deeds of Grants which they obtained from one Joseph Deguire Des-
rosiers, of whom the Fathers had formerly been Grantees and Proprietors
of the Seiguiory Deguire, or Riviere David, which, upwards of thirty
years since, became the property of one Mr. Eckhart.  Joseph Deguire
about 1800, assumed the Title of Seignior of the River David, and pre-
tended that all the Land through which the River David ran, which had
not been sold by his Ancestors, should belong to him, and he forth-
with proceeded to cause the Lands to be surveyed, and caused Procés
Perbaux of them to be delivered with Deeds of Grant, to all persons
who chose to have them. His Terms were more than reasonable, and
I have two Lands there myself, one which pays four Sols Tournois for
every ninety square Arpents, and the other twenty fom Sols Tournois
for the samd quantity. The dearest were nine Livres. In that way
he penetrated far into the Township of Upton, of which the lines were
not known, and had not even been drawn, if my information be correct.
Several persons seeing that he appeared to be in quiet possession of that
Property, really believed him the true Seignior, and accordingly began
to settle there. Nearly about that time, a great part of Upton was
granted to Grant Esquire, including that Settlement, but I have
never heard that that Gentleman had disturbed or molested any of the
Inhabitants, and I sincerely believe that he will act towards those poor
persons with generosity. ‘That Settlement has appeared to me very
flourishing.

Q. Is there any emigration from your County to other parts of the
Province, and whither is it directed ?

A. From the County of Hampshire there are Emigrations, though but
few at a time—They prefer subdividing the Lands, in order to settle se-
veral families there, in the Parish of Deschambault especially—That fre-
quently happens, because the Seiguiories are almost all granted, and the
"Townships in rear of the Parish are not as yet surveyed, although it is
said there are large tracts of excellent Land there.—1In the upper parts of
Buckinghamshire,‘we observe no emigration, on the contrary it occasi-
onally proceeds th.nher.frcm els.ew}.\er-e, because there are many Lands
to concede, especially in the Seigniories of Deguire, Barrow, and Ram-
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pa¥, of which the two first are a dependency of Richelieu on the River
Yamaska. -

Q. What is the usual extent of the grants to Tenants in the old
Seigniories of the said County ?

A. The usual extent of the concessions in those two Counties is 75,
80 and 90-square arpents—2 x 25, 2% 40, and 3 x 30.

Q. Is sy subdivision of those Lands made to settle several families,
and is that frequent, and what are the causes of that subdivision of the
Lands ?

A. The subdivision of the Lands for the purpose of settling thereon
scveral families, are as frequent as the emigrations in Hampshire, because
as I have already stated, the Seigniories are almost all conceded, the
northern Townships are not Surveyed, and are even hardly known, and
‘that emigration to other places are little suited to the inclinations of the
Canadians, who are peculiarly attached to the paternal home.

Q. What effect do these subdivisions produce ?

A. The effect of those subdivisions, unless those who are settled up-
on them have a peculiar turn for agriculture, and exert their Industry, is
extremely afflicting, because it is g source of poverty to those persons
who cannot reap a safficiency for their subsistence on such small lands,

g. What is the extent and the quality of the ungranted Lands in the
said County,and the said Seigniories ?

A. In Hampshire, the quantity of ungranted Lands in the Seigniories

‘i very small, except in the Seigniory of Grondines, which being ten
leagues in depth; must comprise eighteen or twenty ranges of ungranted
lots of Liand—1I believe the Land there is tolerably good where therc
are no mountains.—=In Fossambault, there must also remain some to
concede, but I do not know of what quality they are—In Buckingham-
shire there only remain considerable tracts in the Seigniories to grant in
the Fiefs St. Croix, Lothbiniére, D’eschaillons, Courval, and Déguire.
The others are in small quantity, but every where tolerably good.

Q. Isthere a road over those ungranted Lands, and have those Lands
been surveyed ?

A. There are hardly any roads over those ungranted Lands and even
for opening anaccess to them, and a very small portion of them has been
surveyed, thie Seigniors usually having them surveyed only as they are

~ applied for, and as they determine to concede. ) ,

Q. Were there any Concessions of Lands in the said County before
the year 1759, and if there have been any, what was the general mode
of conceding, with respect both to the extent of the Land granted,
and the terms on which it was granted ? _

A. Tn Hampshire there were many Grants made before 1759, and
1 believe all those along the River St. Lawiente—S8o fa.r as I know,
they were generally from 75 to 90 square arpents, sometimes as much
as 120, and the terms, from three livres tournois, to six livres tournoisy
#nd sometimes one capon for every ;rpent in front.—In Buckingham-
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shire, the Grants made before 1759, have varied as much in extent,
and in the terms.—I know some concessions of 75 square arpents’ made
before that time, which pay as much as 8 /5. 6 sols tournois, and others
of more than 200, and even 300 square arpents, have been granted, in
consideration of prayers on the Rosary, and Psalms de profondis.

Q. Isthere, in the said County, a considerable number of.pefsons,
who desire, and have means to form new Settlements in the Seigniories,
provided they could obtain Lands near to, or at a short distance from,
those of their Relatives or Friends, and are there any such Lands, and
what are their quantity and quality ? .

A. In Hampshiredtis certain that there are many Persons who wish
to settle in the neighbourhood of their relatives and friends, but they
find that no easy matter, because there is a scarcity of grantable Land,
and the Rents are raised in an extraordinary manner.— Add to that, the
neighbouring Townships have not hitherto been surveyed, and Iha? there
are not even any Roads of access to those parts : besides much difficul-
ty in obtaining those Lands is experienced, by the delays which occur,
and the high Fees which are exacied. .

In Buckinghamshire, and that part of Richelien, which is in its vi-
cinity, nearly the same thing has occurred, but from another cavse—
For twenty years there has been a constant refusal to concede Lands to
our Husbandmen, although occasionally as much as two or three thou-
sand arpents have by a single Grant been given to some friend or favor-
ed person. That conduct has rendered the means of obtaining Grants
of Land so difficult, that some persons have been reduced to the extre-
mity of paying six and seven dollars for every square arpent, to those
who had thus obtained Grants of large Tracts,

Q. Are there any causes which have retarded, and continue to retard,
the Settlement of the Lands in the old Seigniories of this Country, and
what do you think those causes are ¥

A. Those are precisely the causes which have retarded the Settlement
of the ungranted Lands in the old Seigniories just mentioned :—At pre-
sent, Lands may be obtained there upon recommendation, but not for
less than twenty shillings, two Minotsof wheat; and two days work
( Corvées) by way of annual rent, notincluding the Cens, for every 90
square Arpents.—In some Seigniories, that Rent is paid for 75 arpents
only—1In some others, half a gallon of wheat, and six sols, are paid for

- every square arpent, exclusive of one or two dollars for every sixty ar-
pents, for a right of Common, fortunate, if, previous to the Deed of
Grant, and without other form, the payment of certain dues claimed
for preference, which are sometimes considerable, be not exacted.

Q. Do any of our Husbandmen go into the Townships granted in
Free and Common Soccage to settle, and if noty to what cause do you
ascribe it ?

A. I do not see that any person in Hampshire has gone into the
"Townships of this County to settle, because none of them are granted or
even surveyed——In Buckinghamshire, from Nicolet upwards, most of the
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Townships have been surveyed, but all these which are contiguous to
the Seigniories, have been almost entirely granted to about ten persons,
some of whom have individually more than fifty thousand acres, yet with-
out making any settlement thereon ; so that it would be necessary, that
persons wishing to settle beyond that, should remove to a great distance
from their Relatives, where they would be deprived of their assistance,
in such cases always necessary, deprived of a road of access, and even
of the means of having neighbours to share in the joint labour, by the
interposition of the Lands of the Crowa and Clergy with those to be
granted.

" Q. Have you any, and what means of knowing the nature and advan«
tages of Seignioral Tenure in this Country, compared with that i Free
and Common Soceage ?

A. With respect to Seigniorial Tenure compared with that in Free
and Common Sovccage, I have never considered the advantage of one
over the other.

Q. What appear to you to be the relative advantages or disadvanta.
ges of those Tenures ?

A. I have indeed thought the Seigniorial Teoure, if moderated, and
regulated with liberality towards the Landholder, preferable to the other,
relatively to the means of obtaining the Grants, and the facility of com-
munication, when thereisa Seignior on the spot, having an iuterest in
bringing his new lands into cultivation : But on the other hand, I think
the dues of Cens et Rentes, Lods ct ventes, Rétrait, Banalité, and Fish-
ing and Hunting on the Seigniorial Lands depreciate them much, and
must naturally restrain those who hold them in that way. The Seig-
niors moreover reservz to themselves the right of taking Building Timber,

tone, Sand and Lime for theic Manor Houses, Mills, Churches, Par-
sonage Houses &c. of making water courses on the Lands, for leading
to their Mulls the water they require—all that savours of servitude and
Slavery to those who are subject to this Tenure.

Q. What are the circumstances which prevent our Husbandmen from
extending their Settlements into the Interior, onthe ungranted Lands of
the old Seigniories ?

A.. The absence of many Seigniors, who hardly ever see their Sei-
goiories, and who have Agents there, who take no immediate interest
therein, occasions a neglert of the means of facilitating the interior set-
tlements of their Fiefs, add to that, the delays by which the people are
usually wearied, before the lands applied for are granted to them,—And
as I have before stated, the enormous Rents which are exacted, and the
still more repulsive measure, which of late years has been adopted in scme
Seigniories, of conceding to those who had recommendations or who pay
for a preference.—The slow and expensive proceedings, for opening and
ratifying water courses, so necessary in most of the lands in the interior,
also deserve some attention in this respect, and would require Legislative
interference.
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Q. What are the Chief Impediments to settling, experienced by the
European Emigrants, who come into this Country, and are desirous of
settling here?

A.. Besides that the European Emigrants who wish to settle in this
Country, are subject to all the Impediments which prevent our Cana.
dians from settling here as they might choose, they have to encounter
the rigour of a severe climate, and are naturally ignorant of the mode
of settling in a Country, where the favorable Season is so short, that it
is necessary, during four months, to provide almost every thing that
i necessary for subsistence during the eight others. Nor do I think,
that experience m Agriculture which they have in their own Country,-
and would introduce here, is adapted to our Soil, in the low Grounds.
especially ; and they almost always avoid them : an obstacle, which it is
probably more difficult, both to strangers and to ourselves to surmount,
is that which arises; first, from the manner in which the Township
Lands are divided : secondly, from the bad state of Internal Commu-
nications ; thirdly, from the difficulties and delays encountered in the
course of the proceedings necessary for obtaining Lands : and fourthly,
the exorbitant Fees which have hitherto been exacted, from all Appli-
cants to that intent. Unless measures be adopted for obviatiny these
Inconveniences, or for at least diminishing them, it is really to be feared
that for a long time to come, flourishing and extensive Settlements will
not be seen in this Country,

Q. How do you think, that in the County which you represent,
Settlements might be effected, both by the Inhabitants of the Country,
and by European Emigrants who come hither, most speedily, and effec-
tually, and where, in the said County, or the neighbouring Counties,
might they be placed most advantageously ?

A. I think Settlements might be effected in several of the Northern
Townships, in the rear of Hampshire, and more especially in Alton, both
by the Inhabitants of the Courntry and by European Emigrants : but
by the former rather than the latter, because the Canadians would have
the assistance of their neighbouring Relatives and Friends within reach ;
but in Buckinghamshire, ( I mean from Nicolet upwards, for I have no
knowledge of the parts lower down,) and even in Richelieu, all the
Townships are so deteriorated by the extensive Grants which have been
made there for twenty five years past to persons who have generally done
nothing thereon, and the constant interposition of the Lands of the
Crown and Clergy, among the granted Lands, insomuch that they are
almost deprived of the hope of making advantageous Settlements there:

. Pierre Joseph Chevrefils, Esquire; a Notary Public, refiding
in the Parifh of Yamaska, appeared before your Committee.
Q. Uo you know the Seigniories which belong to Madame

Barrow, situate in the District of Montreal, and what means of
knowing them have you had? T
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-A. T do know them, and in my Capacity of Notary, I have,
had occafion to pass many Actes respecting thofe Seigniories.

Q. What are the names of thofe Seigniories, and what are their
dimenfions refpectively. -

A. The Fief Bonfecours :—1I do not remember the extent of its
front by a like depth. The Fief Bourgmarie Ouest, is half a League
in front, by two Leagues in depth The Fief Bourchemin, which
includes all the West fide of the River Yamaska ; I do not know
its extent, but I know that it joins the Line of the Seigniory of
St. Ours, on the fide of the Fief Bourgmarie-Est, which was la«
tely fold by Mr. Gale, to Mr. Wurtele, I do not know its front,
it is I believe, one League and a half in depth. The Fief St.
Charles, of one League and a half in front, by a iike depth.

Q. What is the number 6 Conceflions in those refpective Sei-
gniories ¢

A. I cannot fay :—In the Fief St. Charles, only the first Con-
ceffion on the River Yamaska, is Conceded.’ The other Fiefs are.
almost all Conceded.

" Q. What is the quality of the Soil in the Fief St. Charles?

A. I do not know. .

Q. What is the most ufual rate at which the Old Grants in the
Seigniories, or any of them, were made ?

A. I cannot fay exactly 3 but I recollect that there have been
made Concefiions of Three Arpents by thirty, for four Shillings
and four pence and three Capons; others for eight Livres fix
Sols former Currency ; and others, for ten Shillings and one
penny, and two Minots of Wheat.

Q. Were any Grants made at a lower rate than that you have
just mentioned, what isthat rate & what is the date of thofe grants ?

A. Some Grants were made for Six Livres and Seventeen Sols
former Currency, from 1759 to 1750, fo far as I have been able
to fee by the Old Titles.

Q. Has there been a rife in the rate fince 1780, and at what
time did it occur ? .

A. Last year a great many Conceflions were made at Ten Shil-
lings and one half penny, and four Minots of Wheat, for every
Land of Ninety Arpents, and in fome Concefﬁops there was an
addition of One day’s work ; this is the rate eftablished for all the
Seigniories belonging to Madame Barrovxp )

Q. What is the existing rate 1n the Fief Deguire, and that of

Bourgmarie Est ? . )
A. From the time when Mr. Wurtele became proprietor of those two

Fiefs gnuil 1820, Seventy five arpents have been conceded for six Livres
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ene Sol former currency, three minots of Wheat and two days’ work ;
and since 1820 that rale has been raised to one minot of Wheat.

Q. What was the rate before Mr. Wurtele purchased those Seigni.
ories ? .

A. It wassix Livres seventeen Sols former currency for the same quan.
tity of Land—1 have seen two Title Deeds of grant, by Mr. Grant, at
that time Seignior of the Fief Deguire, perhaps about twenty years ago,
of which the rate was six Livres and one Sol, and about two minots of
Wheat,

Q. Have there ever been any concessions in the Seigniories of greater
extent than 75 or 90 arpents ?

A. No, unless some parcels of land remain at the angles of the con-
cesiions, but then, always in the same proportion.

Q. What was the extent of those parcels of Land ?

A. I remember only two Deeds of Grant, whereof one was of five or
six lands, granted to the same person, and the other of dx or seven lands
also granted to one person, butat the same rates in proportion as above
mentioned.

Q. What is the number of grants of parcels of land, to the best of
your knowledge, and at what time were those grants made ?

A. About four or five grants have been made in that way, in the two
last years.

Q. What was the number of Lands included in each of the said Grants,
and what is the total of the said Lands ?

A. Two concessions were made of 150 arpents each, another of about
500 arpents, and another of 400, aswell as T can recollect, which at
the rate of 75 arpents for each land, makes about seventeen lands.

Q. Have any new settlements been formed in the said Seigniories ?

A. Yes, some very considerable ones have been made in the Seigniory
of Deguire especially ; with respect to Madame Barrow’s Seiguiories,
T am not aware that any have been made, the grants having been made
too late last year.

Q. What do you mean by the word parcel of Land ?

A, They are places at the Angles of Seigniories, of an irregular form,
which are not of sufficient depth to form lands of the usual proportion.

Q. Are there any persons in those several Seigniories, who wish for
pew Grants?

A. Yes.

Q, What obftacles do they experience to fettling ?

A. They find the rates too dear, befides, thofe Lands are very
difficult to drain, and confiderable expenfe would be neceffary for
letting the water flow : and there is no road of accefs thereto.

Q. Were there any people settled on the parcels of land so
granted ?

A. Not to my knowledge, on the Lands for which I paffed
Deeds.
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' ‘Q.‘Dp you know that Lands have been granted in the faid
Seigniories, on which there were already settlements and to other
perfons than thofe who had made those settlements.

A. I have only known one person to whom a Grant wag made
of a Land, which had been made to another; but there are ma-
ny lands on which there are persons who have taken pefledlion of
them, and have not as yet obtained thofe Deeds.

. Q. What i the number of perfons, and what are the circum-
ftances, under which those perfons have fettled themselves with-
out a Title? ‘

A. I do not know them, perhaps there may be fifteen of them
so fituated : they have fettled of their own accord, in the hope of
. obtaining a Grant.

Q. At what time did thofe perfons so fettle ?

A. Some of them fettled fifteen years fince, others at a more,
or at a lefs diftant period.

Q. Have they made any improvements on thofe lands ?

A. Yes: fome of them have made clearings, and are fowing
grain, others have raifed buildings : they have made and kept in
repair the Roads and Bridges.

Q. What can have induced thofe perfons to fettle there with-
out any Title ?

A. The advice of several perfons, who have told them that
there was nothing to fear in taking the Lands, and that they were
fure of a preference as to a Grant afterwards. The Proprietor
of those Seigniories refides in England, his Agent at Montreal,
and the under Agent on the spot; but the perfon laft mentioned
had no authority to give Title Deeds.

Q. Has the under Agent authority to grant at prefent ?

A, No.

Q. By virtue of what Order were the Grants you have men-
tioned made 2

A. By an Order given by the Heirs Barrow, refiding in Eng-
land, to Mr. Gale, their Agent at Montreal.

Q. Who felected the Grantees?

A. Mr. Gale,

Q. Were the Lands so granted sold a fhort time afterwards ?

A. Many have been fold, and the Grantees expected a Deed
of Grant, merely in order thereupon to execute a Deed of Sale.

Q. What was the number of Lands so granted and fold, and
at what price ? ’

A. In the Seigniory Barrow, there have been about one hun-
dred and twenty-five lands sold fince l{t year, at the rate I have
before mentioned, of which, nearly one fourth have been fold
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from One Hundred to Three Hundred Livres, more of lefs, for
each Land of Ninety Arpents. In the Seigniory Deguire, fince
1810, there have been granted about Three Hundred Lands, at
the rates above mentioned, of which about one halt have been
fold or exchanged at different prices, from Fifty to Three Huns
dred Livres and upwards. ‘

Q. Has any Grant been made to Madame Barrow’s Under
Agent ?

'A. There was a Grant of Six Lots, of Ninety Arpents each,
by various Titles, at the fame rates as the others.

Q. Has he fold any of thofe Lands ?

A. He has {old two or three of them. v B

Q. 'I'o whom was the Land granted on which improvement
had alrgady been made ?

A. To a perfon named Pierre Arrel.

Q. Had the Lands which had been so fold, been granted to the
Inhabitants of the place?

A, Yes: and a part of them was fold to strangers.

Q. What was the motive of giving that preference to the ori-
ginal Grantees, by permitting them to make an object of traffic
of the Ungranted Lands? '

A. It was pretended that Inhabitants would be chofen to open
them, and bring them into cultivation, and thofe Inhabitants fold
them. :

Q. Do the young people of your parts go into the-ﬁefghBouri
ing Townihips to fettle ?

A. No: they are too much habituated to performing -journies
in the Upper Countries, S B

Q. Are there any Canadian Settlements in the Townfhips in
the neighbourhood of the faid Seigniories, and at what time, and
by whom were they made ?

A. It appears that one Louis Desrosiers, pretending to be Sei-
gnior of part of the Seigniory of River David, conceded a great
quantity of Lands about the years }804, 1805, and 1806 : thofe
Lands were evdn bounded at his defire by Pierre Lanvert and
Jean Bte. Poulin de Courval, both Surveyors ; according to re-
port moft of thofe Lands are within the Townihip of Uptony
near the Scigniory Deguire, the Fiefs Bourgmarie Eft, and St.
Charles ; and fince that time 'many perfons have fettled and taken
Lands wjthout any Title, in that Townfhip. At prefent eveny
there are Roads opened there by the Grand Voyer for the Dis-
trict of Montreal, and there are Surveyors and Overfeers eftablifh=
ed there, they are all Canadians, both on the north and the south
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gie of the River St. Lawrence, who have fo fettled without a
itle.

What is the number of Fathers of Families so settled ?

A. T do not know their number, but I believe they amount to
about one hundred.

Twesday, 28rd Dceember, 1823,
Mr. Stuart in the Chair.

Pierre Bazile Pelissier, Captain of Militia, refiding in the Pa-
rith of Yamaska, then appeared before your Commitiee.

Q. Have you been Under Agent for the Seigniories belonging
to Madame Barrow, and during what time ?

A. Yes, fince 1813, and I am so (till.

Q. What is the front of the Fief Bonfecours?

A. Almoft two Lceagues and a half, I believe.

Q. What is the number of Conceflions in those respective Sci-
gniories ?

A. There are three Ranges of Conceflions in the Seigniory of
Bonfecours containing about two Hundred Lands. There is on-
1y one Range conceded on the front of the Fief Bourgmarie Queft,
of eighteen or twenty Lands, and there are 1wo Ranges conceded
in the depth of the faid Fief, of seventeen Lands each. There
are but few Lands granted in the Fief Bourchemin, in a fingle
Range, but I do not know how many. There are about fixty or
eighty Lands conceded in the Fief Bourgmarie Eft, which now
belongs to Mr. Wurtele In the Fief St Charles, there are about
thirty or forty Lands granted on the front alone. All the Lands
1 have juft mentioned, are not only granted, but in part cleared

“and fettled.

Q. What is the moft usual rate at which the old Conceflions
in thofe Seigniories or any of them were made ?

A. There have been various rates; formerly, for a Land of
Three Arpenté in front by twenty-five or thirty in depth, four Li-

"vres ten Sols and three Capons. That rate exifted until 1780.
Since that time the rate has been raifed to two Minots of Wheat
and fix Livres two Sols, which continued until 1820, and then a
third rise took place, and at prefent four Minots of Wheat, twelve
Livres and one Sol are paid for each Land of 90 Arpents.

" Q. Have there been at any time Grants in thofe Seigniories of
greater extent than 75 or 90 Arpents? . .

A. Yes: about four years ago (; parcel of Land, which was in.
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cluded within the Conceffions in the Fief Bonfecours, was grante
ed to a fingle person, but I do not know of what dimenfions,
that parcel never having been furveyed, and is not as yet furvey-
ed. The Grantees make payments on account, to be finally fet-
tled when the piece of ground fhall be furveyed.

Q. Have not other quantities of Land, more extenfive than
90 Arpents been granted to other perfons ?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Have any new Settlements been made in the faid Sei-
gniories ?

A. Many Grants have been made of late, on which many per-
fons have built, and which are Cultivated. Others have merely
cleared a little Land.

Q. Are there many perfons in thofe several Seigniories who
wish to obtain new Grants ?

A. There are about fifty Perfons who have applied for Land,
and obtained promifes or Tickets of Grant, but many of them
have not gone to fettle there, others have fold their Lands be-
fore taking out their Deed of Grant.

Q. Do the perfons who are defirous of fettling experience any
obftacles, and what are thofe Obftacles ? -

A. 1 know of no other obftacles than the want of Roads. The
draining of thofe Lands is rather difficult but at last they are well
worth the trouble which the Grantees may give themfelves, be-
ing very rich.

Q. Have you a knowledge that any Lands have been granted
in the said Seigniories on which there were already Settlements,
and to other perfons than thofe who had made the Settlements ?

A. I only know of one cafe in which a perfon has taken a
Land of which the clearing had already been commenced by an-
other, but the perfon last mentioned had taken poflession of the
Land without any Title. Some perfons however have taken pos-
session of Lands without any permiffion or Title 3 their number
is not large ; there are perhaps Seven or eight, fo fituated.

Q. Why did thofe persons so fettle without any Title ?

A. I'do not know. I have even warned fome of thofe people
but they have perfevered in going thither.

" Q. Have any Lands been granted, and a fhort time afterwards
fold by the Grantees?

A. About twenty four Lands were fold by the Grantees a fhort
time after having obtained their Deeds: fome of them have even
fold upon a mere promife to grant,

Q. At what price are thofe Lands ufually fold ?

A. At various prices from one hundred livres to one hundred
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dollars, and for the moft part perfons not intending to clear are the
perfons who make thofe {peculations, :

Q. Do the young People of your part of the Country go into
the neighbouring Townfhips to fettle ?

A. Ido not know any who do so.

Q. Are there any Canadian Settlements in the Townihips in
the neighbourhood of the faid Seigniories, and do you know
when and by whom they were made ? .

A. There are perhaps about forty fettlements in the depth of
Upton contiguous to the Seigniory of St. Charles.

A perfon named Deguire otherwife Defrofiers, ftyling himfelf
Seignior of that part of the faid Townthip, made those Conces-
sions about the year 1804. Some roads are open which have
been ratified according to the proceedings of the Grand Voyer,
and there are Poyers, Surveyors and Infpectors eftablifhed.

Monpay, 29th December, 1823,

Mr. Stuart in the Chair.

N. F. Uniacke, Efquire, Attorney General of the Province,
appeared before your Committee, and made anfwer to the fol-
lowing queftions: .

Q. What are the Fees received by you as Attorney General
upon Grants of waste Lands, and how eftablifhed ?

A. By the Table of Fees upon Patents for Lands as fettled in
Council 4th December 1797, I receive Fees at the rate of ten
thillings per thoufand acres.

Q. What are the Fees received by you when the Patents are
for one hundred or for two hundred acres.

A. If I draw a Draft of Letters Patent for a half Lot of one
hundred acres I receive one fhilling, if for a lot of two hundred
acres, two fhillings.

Q. What are the quantities of Land ufually included in the
Patents, and does it ever happen that a Patent iflues for fo fmall
a quantity as one hundred acres or two hundred acres ?

A, At prefent three fourths of the Patents are for three & four
Lots. I do not think they ever iflue for fo fmall a quantity as one
hundred acres, but frequently for fingle Lots of two hundred acres,
I find the Patentees wifh to have feparate Patents for their Lots.

Thomas Frgu es 'vEfquire, M. D. then appeared before your
Committee. ‘
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Q Were you at any time and during what period Auditor of
Land Patents in this Province, and did you difcharge the duty;
of the faid Office in perfon or by deputy ! And when did you
ceafe to be fuch Auditor of Land Patents ? '

A. I was appointed Auditor about 1802, as far as I recollect,
and difcharged its duties until Auguft 1803, when I went home
and left the late Mr. Dunn acting for me, I do not well recollect
when I was fuperseded I think about 1806. »

- Q. What was the nature of the Duties of that Office and what
the Emoluments, Salary, or other profits received by you there-
from whilit you were fuch Auditor of Land Patents?

A. I merely made an extract of the Patents (Land) for which
I received 6s 3d. for every thoufand acres. I had no Salary: as
far as I remember the amount of ithe Fees when I perfonnally.
acted did not amount to £70 per Annum : but it was scarcely any
thing while Mr. Dunn acted and I do not remember the amount._

Q. What was done with the Abftracts when made, and were
they tranfmitted to any Public Office in England ?

A As well as I remember, I never tran{mitted them to any
Public Office in England ; nor am I aware that they were fo trarf-
mitted by Mr. Dunn, but of this I am not pofitive.

James M Kenzie, Efqr. then appeared before your Committee.

Q Have you had any, and what means of becoming acquaint-
ed with the River Saguenay ?

A. I was there twice; the firlt time in 1808 I went as far as
Assuapmousvin, fituated 120 leagues from Tadouflac and at the
head of the waters which fall into the St. Maurice up the River
Saguenay: and in 1814 I went only as far as Chicoutimy, which
is fituated thirty leagues up the River Saguenay.

Q. What is the breadth of the River Saguenay ?

A. At its entrance it is about a mile wide : a league higher up
it widens to a mile and a half, it is navigable for large Veflels
for ninety miles up to Chicoutimy,

Q. What is the distance from (hicoutimy to Lake St. John’s
and what is the nature of the navigation ?

A. The diftance is about 24 leagues : the navigation is fit only
for fmall Canoes in fome parts.

Q. Are there any Falls or Rapids between Chicoutimy and
Lake St. John's ? . ‘

A. Itis fuil of Rapids; there are two Rivers joining each
other at Chicoutimy the one called the Siguenay and the other
the River Chicoutimy or Kenogemish, the junction of which
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Rivers forms the point on which the Poft of Chicoutimy ftands :
1 have been near enough to the Falls in the Saguenay, which
are at the diftance of two or three miles from Chicoutimy to
hear the found thereof, but I have never feen them myfelf nor
have I ever feen any one who has been near enough to examine
them ; the Clerk ftationed at that Poft told me he had never {een
them: I have underftood the Saguenay River is here confined
to a very narrow compafs and precipitates itfelf over a lofty
Rock. The Current of the River for a certain diftance below
the Fails ( perhaps a quarter of a mile) is fo rapid, that I am
told it is impoflible to afcend it with an Indian Canoe, and this is
the reafon given to me for its being fo little or at all known.
The Banks of the Saguenay at the point at which we ftopped,
were lofty and fteep rocks covered with fir.

From Lake St. John to the head of this Fall is a continual
fucceflion of Rapids, and the bed of the River is full of large
ftones and rocks, which it requires all the dexterity of the Indian
Hunter to avoid. This portion of the Saguenay lying between
Lake St. John and Chicoutimy is called ¢ Lo Grande Dé-
charge ”: 1 defcended it in 1808 with a Canadian and Indian in
a Bark Canoe, we stopped to sleep on our way down, having
left Lake St. John late, if we had left it in the morning we
could have arrived within the day, or in less time, as the rapid is
50 strong.

Q. What is the fize and navigation of the Chicoutimy river ?

A. This river is very narrow, not more than a few yards wide,
and full of rapids and carrying places; there is a fall in this river
at Chicoutimy between twenty five and thirty feet high.  This
river is I believe, the discharge of lake Kenogemish, which is a
long narrow lake, I suppofe about two or three leagues long ; from
this lake is a short carrying place which leads to a small river cal-
led La belle riviére which falls into lake St. Johns : up this route
the-canoes travel when loaded, and they generally come down
empty by the Saguenay.

. What is the diftance between' the Chicoutimy and lake
Kenogemish ?

A. 1 do not retollect.

Q. Whatis the diftance between iake Kenogemish and La belle
riviere ?

A. I do not recollect,

Q. 'What diftance do the canoes run down the Belle Riviere,
what is the breadth of this River, and the nature of its naviga-
tion ! .

A. I do not recollect the diftance, but Ithink they run down
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five or {ix leagues, there are no rapids, it is narrow like the Chi-
coutimy, but with a strong current. .

Q. What is the appearance of the Country through which the
Belle Riviere runs, what is the nature of the [oil and climate, and
how is it wooded and watered ?

A. The Country appears to be level, thesoil isa firong clay,
and fit for cultivation ; the climate is the fame as that of Quebec,
the woods are white and red pine, ash and black birch, general.
ly pine trees : I had no opportunity to know any thing of this
country except from hearfay ; I heard that the {outh fide is for
fifteen or twenty leagues a fine level country, diversified with hills
and an abundance of lakes and small fireams, I underftand that
there are alfo good lands on the north fide of the Grande décharge.
altho’ not fo good as on the fouth side.

Q. What is the quality of the land on lake Kenogemish 2

A. It did appear to me as good as any of the reft.

Y. Is that lake navigable for Batteaux?

A. Ithink it is.

Q. What is the fize of lake St. John, and what is the nature
of its navigation?

A. Its circumference is about thirty leagues and it is almost cir-
cular, it is a fhallow lake with a fandy bottom having a few iflands
in it towards this end.—It is navigable for batteaux and canoes, I
do not think it would be navigable for schooners having keels and
of any burthen.

Q. What is the number, fize, and courfe of the fireams emp-
tying themfelvesinto Lake St. John’s ?

A. I do not remember the number, there are two or three
large Rivers of whichI do not know the names which fall there~
into on the north fide. ’

Assuapmousoin River, of about 120 leagues in length, takes
its rife to the northward in a fmall Lake near Lake AMistassiny
(or < the large ftone” in the Cree Language) ufed by the Tribe of
Montagnais, whofe Hunting Grounds lie through the whole of
that Country, and empties itfelf in the Lake St. John on the
South fide, about 8 leagues frcm the entrance of the Grande
Décharge-

Q. What is the breadth of that River, the nature of its navi-
gation, and are thetre any, and what Trading Pofs upon it, and
where ?

A. Itis upon an average about 120 yards broad as I think, but
I cannot be pofitive, it is full of Rapids and Falls, and only fit
for fmall Canoes:—There is only one Trading Poft on ity at As-
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fuapmoufoin or (in the fame Language ¢« a place to watch the
Moofe Deer.”) .

Q. What is the breadth of the other Rivers falling into this
Lake, what is the nature of their navigation, and are there any
Trading Pofts uporr them ?

A. 1do not know their breadth, but I know they are pretty
large Rivers, their navigation is nearly the fame as that of ss uap-
mousoin River, there are no Trading Polfts upon them. There
is a Trading Poft upon Lake St. John on the South fide near the
Grande Décharge, in the fame place where the Jefuits had for-
merly their eftablifhment.

Q. Have you ever been higher up the Country than Lake
St. John ?

A. I was in 1808 as high up as the Poft of Assuapmousoii,
about 60 Leagues above the Lake St. john.

; Q. PWhat is the appearance, foil, and climate around Lake St.
ohn?

A. The Climate is much the fame as at Quebec; the North
fide of this Lake is rather low and I was informed fwampy:—
The South fide is more Hilly but the Soil is the fame as that ac
Chicoutimy —I did not examine it, but I am told it is good,
well wooded and watered with fmall fireams. <

Q. What is the extent of good Land about Lake St. John in
the Interior ?

A. I caunot fay from perfonal knowledge, but I have been told
tha: to a diftance of 15 or 20 leagues on the South fide of this
Lake, the Landis hilly but good.

I bave already faid that the Land on the North fide is low and
marfhy, but I have been told that the Land is good altho’ not fo
good as on the south side.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the establithment that was
heretofore made by the Jesuits, when was the fame made, W%lat
veftiges remain of it, and what induced the Jefuits to abandon it ?

A. I have feen the place, and there is a Trading Poft there
now; there are Apple and Plumb Trees ftill in existence, Yihlch
have fince grown wild ; the furrows of their fields are ttill vifible,
on which there grows now Timothy Hay; there have been found
ploughthares and spades, as alfo Iron Pots, and I am told the Bell
of their Church is ftill there. [ have been informed that the Je-
fuits were obliged to abandon it, in confequence of reprefentations
made by the French Compagnie des Indes, complaining of their
trading with the Indians; the Land about that place is very excel-
lent.
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Q. What appears to have been the extent of their clearing?

A. I underftand about 300 Acres. .

Q. Are there any, and what Traditions amongft- the Indians
now living in that country, refpecting the Jefuits ? . R

A. Idid not hear any Traditions ; but the Indians of the King’s
Pofts are so ftupid or so fuspicious, that although I refided there
fifteen years, as Refident Partner and Superintendant of the Trade
carried on there by the North Weft Company, I was never able
to collect any information from them, refpecting their hiftory or
their manners, though I often tried : the only information I could
get was from the Canadian Hunters.

Q. What is the appearance of the country in afcending the
Assuapmousoin River ?

A. For about ten leagues from Lake St. John it feems to be
pretty level, and the foil good as far as I can recollect, but from
thence to the Poft there, the Land aflumes a greater elevation
on each fide of the River, it is very barren and covered only
with dwarf Trees, of the fpruce kind I believe.

Q. What is the climate at this Poft?

A. There is fnow and ice ’till the month of June.

Q. What have you underftood to be the Climate and appear-
ance of the Country between that Poft and Lake Mistassiny.

A. The Climate is ftiil colder, and the Country is very fterile,
covered with dwarf Trees and with Mofs, upon which the Rein
Deer (Caribou) feed, of which there are great numbers all
through that Country :—The Moofe Deer { Urignal } is found
in the Country about Lake St. John’s, and is more plentiful

there than any where elfe; it likes low marfhy grounds, it feeds

on branches of Willows or Bois d’Orignal which is abundant
in marfhy grounds. :

Q. What is the Import of the names of the Chicoutimy and
Saguenay in the Indian Tongue ?

A1 U{xderi}ooq from the Interpreter that the meaning of the
word Chicoutimy is ¢ there is bottom, or there is founding.”

Q. What is the diftance of Ha Ha Bay from Chicoutimy,
what are its dimenfions, and is there any, wnd what extent of
good Land around the faid Bay?

A. The diftance is feven leagues on the fouth fide of the Sa-
guenay, the Bay runs into the Countr

3 y about three leagues in
depth ; the point of the Bay near Chicoutimy is called, ¢ (ap
a L’Est)” '

I do not know the name of the lower point. Ithould
fuppofe, but T cannot at all be pofitive, that the breadth of the
Bay is alfo z}bgut three leagues, but its termination on the lower
fide is not diftintly marked.—I underftood that all round the
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Bay the Land is good to a great extent back, and I was told it
would make a large Parith if it was fettled.

Q- Is there any, and what quantity of good Laud opposite or near
Tadoussac at the Embouchure of the Saguenay?

A. Onthe West side of the Saguenay is a Point called Pointe aux
Bouleaux, about a mile and a half broad as far as Duvck River, and about
half a mile deep to the foot of the Mountains, this is good clay and black
mould, the mould is about a foot deep. On the east side, at a high
Point called ¢¢ Pointe aux Paches,”’ for the space of a league, as far as
« Moulin & Baud’” the Land is the same as at Pointe aux Bouleaux.

Q. Is there at any, and what distance up the Saguenay, counting
from its junction with the St. Lawrence, any Cape or High Grounds
projecting into the Saguenay?

A. From Tadoussac, as high up as the Bay Ha Ha, is a coptinual
Chain of High Rocky Mountains on both sides of the River, with Capes
occasionally projecting into the River, some of them are much higher
than Cape Diamond.

On the north side there is a River about six leagues above Tadous-
sac, called the Ste. Marguerite, this is a small River aboanding with Sal-
mon: On the south side, about a league farther on, there is a small Ri-
ver called ¢ Le Petit daguenay,” in which Salmon is also caught.
Both these Rivers are navigable for Canoes for a small distance, and in
the main River aboat seven leagues above Tadoussac are some Islands
called ¢ Les Isles de St. Louis.”” I do not know their dimensions,

,but they are smail.

Q. What other Streams, of what dimensions, and how navigable, fall
into the main Stream between its mouth and Chicoutimy ?

A. I know of no others, but very small ones, which it is not worth
mentioning.

Q. Are there any, and what Streams which fall into the Grande Dié-
eharge between Chicoutimy and Lake St. Johns ?

A. T do not remember any. .

Q. Isthe Port of Tadoussac open during the whole year 2

A. It is, but there is sometimes a great deal of floating Ice during
the winter driven in by the easterly winds and spring tides ; when the
wind is from the land it is always clear.

Q. What is the nature of the Navigation of the Gulph from Tadous-
sacyand during what seasons and at what times can Vessels sail w?th
safety into the Gulph from Tadoussac, and what are the comparative
advantages and disadvantages of that Port, when compared with the
Port of Quebec? '

A. The River St. Lawrence opposite Tadoussac is open during the
whole wiater, and the Saguenay is also open as far as the Island.s of St.
Louis : from thence the Saguenay freezes over as far as Chicoutimy
towards the middle of December. Vessels can sail from Tadoussac

H
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from the beginuing of June (some seasons earlier) until the latter end
of November or beginning of December.

One of the advantages of the Port of Tadoussac over the Port of
Quebec is, that all the dangersof the River Navigation for an interval
of 36 leagues are saved, excepting the entrance of the Harbour itself,
which i3 more dangerous than that of Qucbec, from the circumstance
of a reef of Rocks extending from each side of the Mouth of the Sa.
guenay for a considerable distance, which at high water or on the rising
tide are covered, but not at a sufficient depth to admit of Vessels pas.
sing over them, and over which the rising and falling tide runs with
great velocity aad in various Currents, so that without proper precau-
tions a vessel is liable to be thrown upon these Reefs, and particularly
upon that to the eastward : Pilots are not absolutely necessary until Ves-
sels reach Green Island oppusite Tadoussac, the Pilots often leave Ves-
sels going down opposite Green Island, considering their services no
longer necessary : the Rules of the Trinity House however are, I be-

lieve, that the Pilots aie not to leave until they get to Pointe au
Pére or Bic.

Another advantage is that the water being salt, the floating ice is not
formed so soon as at Quebec, there is of course a great saving of time.

Q. What species of Fish, and what quautities thereof are taken in
the Saguenay or in Lake St. John? '

A. In the Saguenay there are considerable quantities of Salmon and
Salmon Trout taken; in the Lake St. John there are White Fish,
Pike, Trout, and a species of Fish called #inanisk, which, I believe, is
peculiar to that Lake.

Q. Will you describe the last mentioned Fish ?

A. It isfrom twelve to eighteen inches in length, shaped like a small
Salmon, its flesh resembles in colour that of the Salmon, though I think,
as far as I recollect, of a deeper red, but of thisI am not certain :—its
flavor is much more delicate and finer than that of a Salmon. T have
met with a fish in the Upper Countries, which I think is the same fish;
great quantities of them are taken at the Lake Athabaskta, and it is there
called ¢ La Petite Truite” Tt is to be observed, however, that Trout
is caught in that Lake weighing thirty pounds, Those which I mention.
ed as having eaten at Lake Athabaske are the finest Fish I ever ate.

Q. What are the dimensions of Lake Mistassiny, and where does it
empty itself, and what is its distance from Lake St. John ?

A. I do not know its dimensions, the Indians describe it as a very large
Lake, so large that they never went round it; it empties itself into
James’s Bay, I thivk by Rupert’ River ; its distance from Lake St.

John isabout 130 leagues by the rqute which the canoes take; in a straight
line it is much shorter,
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James M<Kensie, Esquire, requested the following description might be
added to the minutes of his Evidence takeu before the Committee on
the Crown Lands.

Les Bergeronnes, are situated North East of Tadoussac nine Miles ;
They produce abundauce of very good llay; The people of Tadoussac
make their Hay theve and at Pointe aux Bowleaux. L. Jnce St. Etienne, cn
the South of the Sagueaay about I'wo Leagues 2bove Tadoussae, yiclds
some Hay, which is someti-nes overflowed by the 'I'ide.

At L’ wace St Jean, on the Saguenay half way to Chicontimy, is aSal-
mon Fishery, and remarkable for the growth of much fine Maple. The
Country about Chicoutimy and Lake St. Jol:n abeunds in this Wood,
The Servants of the Lessees used to make as much Sugar as they could
consume. The natives are not in the habit of making any although very
fond of it, when they can procure it, without more trouble than that of
asking for it.

‘The North West Company, had a Saw Mill on a small River, a Mile
below Chicoutimy, there is no scarcity of Mill Seats all over that Coun-
try, the falls of the River Moulin' & Baud, a league below Tadoussac,
would furnish all sortg of Mills with Water and so would those of the
River Chicoutimy. The Jesuits had Mills at lake St. John, some of their
Iron Materials have lately been found there.

Leaving Chicoutimy we crossed a carrying place a league in length.
About three leagues farther is the Partridge Portage where the Chicou-
timy tumbles itself over a perpendicular Rock about twenty feet high ;
the Portage 1s short,

We passed a few more short carrying places befoie we ariived at Lake
Kenogemish, and a short one after we passed it, then the River of the
Willows brought us to the Belte Rivitre. This Willow River is nothing
but a Rivulet taking its name from the profusion of Willows on its mud-
dy Banks. )

A considerable River runsinto Lake St. John where the Jesuits had
their Establishment, and about two leagues to the Westward is another
River by which the Indians in their smali Canoes go in a few days
to Batiscan. Tt is I believe called the Loon River, the people of the
Post generally catch their Winter Stock of Fish at its Mouth late in the
Fall. Mr. Charles Jordan spoke to me of a River which falls into
Lake St. John on its South side, which Communicates with the S,
Mairice, and is free of Rapids and carrying places : as Interlopers came
by this River to trade with the Lake St. John Indians we -came to the
determination of establishing a Post on it, in order to intercept them and
to trade with the Téres de Bowles. ]

The Assuapmousoin, is about the size of the Ottawa at Greaville ; a
few leagues from its Mouth the paddles must be laid aside and the set-
ting Poles used till we come to the Ckaudiire Falls, about half way to the
Post of Assuapmousoin. These Falls have a grand appearance and make
3 great noise, here the River contracts to a narrow compass and preci-
pitates itself over three Rocks each about thirty feet high and rising a-
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bove one another like the steps of a Stair. A short distance beyond
them the Current becomes too strong for either the Paddles or Poles to
stem, and the Bankstoo steep and slippy for the use of the tow line :
we therefore struck off to the left into a shallow River, which after we
carried our Canoes in many places and dragged them in many others
brought us in a couple of days to Lake Shigobicke : this Lake is reckon.
ed twelve leaguesin length, it is interspersed with Islands, its bottom is
rocky and water clear ; after passing it, we crossed a short carrying place
and entered a small River, lined with long wild Grass, and here and there
atuft of Spruce Fees, which brought us the distance of six leagues to
the Post of Assuapmousoin, sitvated on a small Lake of that name, a
great deal of wild Hay grows here, Potatoes have been planted and
grown to a small size in 2 Garden near the House. There is a variety
of Fish in the Lake but they are not numerous ; there isa Water Com-
munication for Canoes between this and the St. Maurice, it is as easy to
go to Three-Rivers from it as to reach Tadoussac. 1 have been fre-
quently told that this Lake is opposite to Maskinongé, The Assuap-
mousoin River runs close by the North end of it. We returned by it,
and came in one day to the Chaudiére, and in another to Lake St. John.

The North West Company’s house at Lake Mistassiny, was built at
the South West end, on a long elevated point projecting into the Lake
and joining the main land by a narrow neck. The situation is beautiful,
The soil not very bad. but the Climate is cold, there is Ice sometimes
in July, the people of the Post raised enough of Potatoes for their own
consumption, they manured the Ground with Fish of which the Lake
furnished them great abundance of different kinds, such as White
Fish, Poison doré, Pike, Carp, and as large T'routs as those found in
Lakes Huron and Athabaska, the Potatoes however grew but small.

The former Lessees had no fixed trading Establishment at Lake Mis-
tassiny, they sent Goods there to trade every Spring by a River as large
as the Assuapmonsoin, which falls into Lake St John on the North.

Tuespay, 30th December 1823,
Mr. Stuart in the Chair.

Mr. James M¢Douall, of Quebec, Merchant, appeared before your
Committee.

Q. Have you had any, and what means of becoming acquainted with
the River Saguenay, Lake St. John, and the Countries adjoining the same?

A. In October 1822, T became jointly interested in a Lease of the
King’s Posts, which comprises the Country in question, and I took
every means 1y my power, by inquiring, from those persons who had an
opportuuity of knowing this Country, into the state and condition of it,
and in the' mm.ﬂh of July 1823, 1 personally visited this Country, and
ascended this River as far as the third Rapid of the Chicoutimy River.
In the month of November last I was again at Tadoussac.
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Q. What is the extent of the Navigable Waters of the Saguenay
and of the Streams that fall into it, and for what vessels are they res:
pectively navigable, what are the Falls, Rapids, and other obstructions
to navigation in the said Streams respectively, describing the same par-
ticularly ; what is the Soil aud Climate of the Country bordering on the
Saguenay, on its tributary Streams, as well as on Lake St. John, and
what are the Streams which empty themselves into the said Lake, their
size, length, course and susceptibility of Navigation: what is the na-
ture and quality of the Timber produced upon the said Lands, and in
your opinion could or could not Settlements be advantageously effected
thereupon and to what extent, what is the face of the Country and what
arc the advantages or disadvantages thereof as to its means of defence
in the event of a War with a foreign State : of what kind is the Port
of Tadoussac, at the mouth of the Saguenay and what are its advantages
and disadvantages when viewed in regard with the Port of Quebec or
Montreal : what are the Animal, Vegetable snd mineral productions of
this Country so far as they came under your observation ?

A. The River Saguenay is navigable for Vesselsof any burthen as
far as Chicoutimy, distant about 90 miles from its junction with the
St. Lawrence.—The Mouth of the River Saguenay is the narrowest
part of it within that distance, but the Channel appears to be about
a mile wide at the mouth - five or six miles higher up it widens to about
two miles on an average without any Shoals until you approach Chicou-
timy :—There are many Harbuurs and Anchoring places in this River ;
a number of Rivers fall into it, the principal of which are the Ste. Aiar-
gueritey, La Trinité, petit Saguenay and Chicoutimy,—there are besides a
number of small tributary Streams, I do not know their names, but
they proceed as I am told, from little P.nds or Lakes on the height of
Land.—The Mouth of River La Trinité forms, for about two miles, a
very fine Harbour, and where this River becomes rarrower there are
Salmon Fisheries established : sixty miles up the Saguenay is the Bay
Ha Ha into which fall two small Streams with’Salmon Fisheries in both,
this Bay is a very fine Harbour of nine miles in circumference, it has no
current, good anchorage throughout, and its bottom consists of sand
with gravel and round stones as large as a mau’s fist,—this Harbour i3
the more valuable, asin many places of the Saguenay, no soundings are
to be found. Ships may ride here in perfect safety from any winds.

The River Ste. Marguerite is rather larger than the St. Charles at
Quebec, navigable for a cownsiderable distance for Canves ; the Indians
told me that they go up that River a hundred miles.

Of the Petit Saguenay 1 know nothing.

La Trinité is about the size of the St. Charles and not quite so large
as the Ste. Marguerite. . . )

The Chicoutimy is about the size of the Batiscan not quite 50 wide,
but there is full as much waterin it.

Above the Post of Chicoutimy there are in the River Chicoutimy three
Falls or rather Rapids, whigh I have scen ; they begin exactly at_the



62

Mouth of the River :—The upper one is about a mile and a half dis-
tant, and 1 have been told there are no further obstructions to the Na-
vigativn with Canoes or small Boats for thirty miles.

"The first and second of these Falls are deadened by the rising of the
spring tide, which riscs there about fifteen feet ; the further navigat.ion
of the Saguenay above the l'ost of Chicoutimy is rendered impractica-
ble by a tremendous Fall abont nine miles distant, which no body l}as
ever approached, within the knowledge of any one there, whether Indian
or Canadian.—W e can hear the noise of the waters when the wind comes
from that quarter at this Post : opposite and below ¢ kicoutimy for some
distance, the whole River is a good Harbour and Anchorage. The
Harbour of Tadoussac is excellent, with no Current, and able to con-
tain a number of Vessels.— It is true that there is a Reef on each side
of the River Saguenay, running into the St. Lawrence, but the Chan-
vel still remains above a mile wide, and this Reef is covered at high
water.

1 have uo personal knowledge of Lake St. John or of the Streams
that fall into it, but from information derived from persons who have
visited that part of the Country, there are numbers of Streams that fall
into it from all quarters of the Compass navigable for Birch Canoes.
The climate of the Saguenay Iam told, is milder than that of Quebec,
vegetation appears to come forward fully as rapid and more so than at
Quebec; such articles as have been planted or sown at the Post of Ta-
doussac did well ; the Soil at Chicoutimy is still better than that of
Tadoussac, and fit for any kind of Culture: the Country about Chi-
coutimy is level to a very great extent aud fit for settling. The growth
of the Timber is Birch, A:h, Elm, red and white Pine, Spruce, and
Poplars. 1 am told that the Country ubout Lake St. John, to a con-
siderable distance, and on the Rivers and Streams falling thereinto, is,.
generally speaking, good Land and fit for Cultivation, and there is a
great quantity of hard Wood, such as Maple and Beech, and I have
seen Sugar said to have been made there by the Indians. lIn fact it
appears from the information I could collect that all the Country fiom
Bay Ha Ha to Lake $t. Johns is susceptible to be settled, as well as
that upon the Streams falling iuto Lake St. John from the South and
West, and to the head waters of some of the branches of the Grand or
Gtiawa River that heads nearest the Si. Lawrence, and down the Ots
tawa River to the Lake of the Shaws, until it reaches the Richmond
Setilement, an extent of four or five hundred miles varying in breadth
fiom twenty to above one hundred miles: Above Quebec no doubt

Settlemcnts could extend into the cld Settlements on the St. Lawrence
m many places.

Produce of all kinds raised in Lower Canada,
Hemp, Flax, Hops, Fruit Trees,
told lives longer at Lake St. Johus
vated with the utmost success.

I am told the small Rivers falling into Lake St. Johns from the

: as Grain, Vegetables,
particularly the Apple, which I am
than at Montreal, might be culti-
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North and Norlh §West are not fit for Settlements : A small distance
up these Rivers the Country becomes cold and barren, covered with
mall sthted Tir brush wood ; The Indians make use of thai Couatry
as Huating Grounds.

I am not mf_'ormed whether the High Lands from the Mouth of the
Saguenay for sixty miles up are fit for Settlement or not 5 appearances
are very. much against it,

The'B;mk:,, or rather Mountains of the Saguenay are very high,
consisting of hard Rock, and in most places are ncarly perpendicular
covered with a small growth of Fir Wood.

At the Mouth of some of the small Rivers and in some of the Bays
there are desirable spots for good Farms, with a rich Suil, and for a
small distance above and below the Mouth of the Saguenay on the St.
Lawrence under the high Lands, there is good Land for Settlements
for about one hundred and fifty Farms with the advantage of abundance
of salt Marsh and wild Hay, Fish, wild Fowl, and other Game,

I have no knowledge of mineral productions :—

The settler has the advantage of getting as far as Chicoutimy with his
stock and necessaries at a very trifling expense in craft or Steam-Boats.
I Chartered a Schooner of seventy five tens last September to carry a
cargo from Quebec to Chicoutimy for twenty five pounds :—from that
place to Lake St. John’s it must be attended with some difficulty and
-expense for those who first settle that desirabie part of the Country,

€attle or stock of any kind might be driven across the Country from
Quebec or above it to Lake St. John, Chicoutimy being situated at the

_head of the navigation of the Saguenay, if the Irland Country wasset-

tled, it must become a town of considerable commerce : the fisst exports
would be spars, square red and white Pine Timber, Deals and Lath-
wood, Fish, Oil, Furs and Peltries.

As the Inland Country becomes cleared, Pot and Pear]l Ashes, Grain,
Flour and Salted Provisions, Hemp &c. would b2 exported :—Tan of
opinion when that Country is well settled, a part of (he trade will find
its way to Quebec, Thres-Rivers and Montreal.

Nature appears to have done a great deal for the defence of the Sa-

- guenay ; Batteries or Fortifications might easily be crected at Tadobs-
sac and mauy places round thz mouth of the Kiver to prevent an enemy
from entering it : the Country is so situated that it appears to be the last
part of Canada to be invaded by foreign enemies, if the Country was
well settled to make it worthy their attention.

WeDNESDAY, 3lst December 1823.
* Mr. Stuart, in the Chair, -

Captain Fenwick, Assistant Harbour Master appeared before your
committée,
. Q. What is the number of emigrants which arrived at the Port of
Quebec during last season, and from what parts did rthey come ?
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A. The number was 10,258, the greater part came from Ireland,
some from Scotland, and a few from England.

Q. What would you conjecture was the proportion of children?

A. Nearly afourth T suppose of children of and under ten years of age.

Q. What would you conjecture was the proportion of single to mar-
ried men ?

A. The number was nearly equal, but their might perhaps have been
more single men.

Q. What is the proportion of female to that of male adules 2

A. T suppose the numaper of female adults is not so great asthat of the
male adults, but nearly so, there was a great number of unmarried women,

John Neilson, Efquire, a Member of this Houfe for the
County of Quebec, appeared before your Committee.

Q. Have you had any, and what means of acquiring informa-
tion, refpecting the old and the new Settlements in the County
of Quebec ? .

A. T have had a great many opportunities of obtaining the
knowledge referred to in this question. I have refided upwards
of thirty yearsin this Country, and have had almost daily inter-
courfe with its inhabitants, and have perfonally visited every part
of the County which I reprefent. '

Q. Are there any new Settlements in the said County ?

A. Yes, the old Settlements have extended greatly in their
rear, within the last thirty years; Land, of a quality, which at
that time was confidered by the Canadian Farmers as not.ufeful for
Cultivation, has been settled by them. They are now got to the
foot of the Mountains, which in the eastern part of the County
are rocky and stony, and unfit for cultivation. Three new Set-
tlements have lately been made, the first was commenced in 1816,
by Americans from the St. Francis Townfhips, and the two last,
by Emigrants from Europe in 1822,

Q. What is the number of Parifhes in your County, and what
is the number of Seigniories ? '

A. The number of Parifhes is feven ; there are three princi-
pal Seigneuries; to the east, Beauport, to the west, Sillery and
St. Gabriel ; which may be considered as one, and Fief St. Ig-
nace; the centre of the County is divided into finall Fiefs, or
Seigneuries.

Q. Where are the new Settlements fituated, when, and by
whom were they made, and what is their extent ?

A. '1‘l§e new Settlement of Val-Cartier, begun in 1818, is in
St. Gabr'lel,‘ those commenced in 1822 are adjoining in Fief St.
Ignace, in Stoneham, and in Beauport ; the first was made at the
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expenfe, and by the perfonal fuperintendance of Andw. Stuart
Louis Moquin, Efquires, Advocates resident in Quebec, and my-’
felf. We obtained fifty adjacent Lots from the Commiflioners
of the Jefuits Eftates, of three arpents in front by thirty in
depth, en roture, at the ufual rents, and on the ufual conditions ;
I believe this was the first Grant made by the Commiffioners.
Between a half and two thirds of the whole Tract was cultivable
Land, but it lay at six to nine miles from any houfe, and there
was no road, but a foot-path through a fwamp of three or four
miles :—on many parts of this fwamp, the water was knee deep
at all feasons. 'We gave the choice of the Lots that we had ob-
tained to thofe who were difpofed to fettle, and on the fame
terms as they were granted to us, and agreed to advance them,
on the fecurity of their labour, and their Stock of Cattle, enough
to enable them to provide for their wants for one year. They
all repaid us, or secured the repayment of the advances. The
Settlement was likely to thrive, not, however, in a way to re-
imburfe us for the expenfes that we had been at, in furveys, ex-
penfes of Grant, making roads, bridges, building a Saw Mill,
and clearing and fettling the lots remaining on our hands; its
progrefs was however early checked, by the refusal or delay
of the Commiflioners of the Jefuit’s Eftates, to give Grants adjacent
to our Lots, to the numerous applicants, a great many of whom
being Citizens of Quebec, were poffeflfed at that moment of the
ready nmroney which they had accumulated during the war. With-
in the Jast two or three years, grants have however been made
adjacent to our Lands, all the good land in the Seigniory, in the
immediate neighbourhood, is now taken up, and the actual Set-
tlers, chiefly Scotch and Irish Emigrants, have fpread into the
adjoining Seigneuries of Fossambault, and St. Ignace ; the road
made by us, ftill forming their fole means of communication with
a Market.

The other fettlements in Stoneham, and Beauport, have been
chiefly effected by the capital of citizens in Quebec, the refident
fettlers, if any, are emigrants:—There is not much Land cleared
in either :—That at Beauport is near a market, but the Land is
ftony, and no great extent of it is of a good quality. The quit
rents too are high.

Q. Isthere any Emigration from your County to other parts
of the Province, and whither is it directed ?

A. Yes, they proceed to different parts of the Country fettled
by Canadians; chieflly to the Diftrict of Montreal. :

I
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Q. What is the ufual extent of the grants to Tenants in the
old Seigneuries of the faid County ?

A. Three Arpents in front, by thirty in depth, has been the
ufual extent of the grants in the County of Quebec.

Q. Is any fubdivifion of thofe Lands made to fettle feveral Fa-
malies, and is that frequent, and what are the caufes of the fub-
divifion of the Lands? :

A. Yes, very frequent, almoft all the original grants are cut
up into narrow ftrips of Land, fome not much broader than an
ordinary Highway, and perhaps a Mile in length ; on the fronte
of many of the original grants, the Houfes and out Houfes are
now fo clofe to each other, that they form, as it were, a freet
for feveral miles.

The caufes of this fubdivifion are :—

1st. The Law, which divides the real eftate equally among the
children.

2d. The difinclination of the members of the fame family- and
neighbourhood, to feparate from each other.

8d. The difficulty of making all new fettlements in this fevere
climate ; it being a received maxim among all the Farmers (efta-
biifhed on the experience of nearly two hundred years) that he
that opens a new Farm never lives long enough to enjoy the
fruit of his Laboars. :

4th. The deficiency of the neceflary capital for fo difficult an
undertaking. '

5th. The want of education among the Country people, which
alone can qualify them for other employments, and give them a
defire and enterprife to leave their relations and friends, and
push their fortunesin diftant parts.

Gth. The obftacles, delays, expenfes, and difeouragement expe-
rienced in obtaining new grants, in the manner they have been
accuftomed to, and the high quit rents and burthensome condi-
tions required by the Seigneurs.

Q. What effect do thefe fubdivifions, produce ?

A. Thefe fubdivifions, when carried to the excefs which I
have mentioned, produce poverty and beggary, and their confe-
quences are the degradation and immorality of the People.

Q. What is the extent, and the quality of the ungranted
Lands, in the faid County, and the faid Seigneuries ?

A. The extent of unconceded Land within the County of Que-
bec, is very great, because its limits to the north, and north west,
may be confidered as extending to the Hudson’s Bay boundary,
There is now very little Land in this County fit for immediate fet-
tlement unconceded. A great part of the Conceflions already
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made, are only fit for woodlands ; beyond the adtual concefsions, on
the eaftern side of the County, the land is mountainous and rocky,
interfpersed with lakes and fwamnps, with fmall quantities of good
land along the margins of the Lakes and Rivers, and here and
there, on certain fides of the Hills, about half way to their
fummits ; the Country 1s nearly of the fame defcription, to with-
in a few miles of the weftern line of the County : here, however
the mountains Iye farther from the Saint Lawrence than on
the other fide of the County, and as the fmaller rivers, falling
into the St. Lawrence in this quarter of the Diftrict of Quebec,
have generally a courfe from north east to south west, feveral of
them pafs through the County of Quebec, and along thefe rivers,
where they pafs through the Mountains, and up the sides of the
latter, there is generally a large extent of good land : In this
quarter fome hundreds of good farms, chiefly in St. Gabriel, at
a diftance of lefs than thirty miles from Quebec are still uncon-
ceded viz. on Pine River, on the side of Tsounonthuan (or Great
Mountain,) and on the Rivers falling into the Lake of the feven
Islands, and onthe River St. Anne. I speak only from hearfay,
when I fay there are in the same direction, good Lands on the St.
Anne, the Batiscan, and the St. Maurice, all of which pafs with-
in sixty miles to the northward of Quebec. Beyond St. Gabriel,
there is the Fief Hubert, the lands in the rear are waste lands of
the Crown. In therear of the Seigneuries, in the eastern portion
of the County, there are the Townthips of Stoneham and
Tewkesbury, granted more than twenty years ago, but on which,
excepting two or three in Stoneham, near Lake St. Charles, there
are no Settlements.

Q. Is there a Road over thofe ungranted Lands and have thole
Lands been furveyed ?

A. There are no roads through any of the unconceded or un-
granted Lands, excepting the winter roads, made in the rear of
the Canadian fettlements, for drawing wood. A few unconce-
ded Lands have lately been furveyed in St. Gabriel, the Town
fhips have undergone the ufual furveys, of which no traces are
now difcernible. . .

Q. Were there any Concefsions of Lands in the faid County,
before the year 17£9, and if there have been any, what was the
general mode of conceding, with refpect both to the extent of
the Land granted, and the terms on which it was granted ?

A. The greatest part of the Concefsigns within the faid Coun-
ty, were made before 1759, I have faid that three arpents by
thirty arpents have been the ufual extent of aland; the quit
Rents, every thing included, feem to have been rather under a
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penny per f{uperficial arpent, without burthenfome referves or
conditions—Previous to that time, both the Seigneur and his
Ténancier, feem to have been regularly looked after, in as far 2s
refpected their mutual obligations, of granting at the eftablifhed
rates, and settling—1I have feen in the extracts from the Registers
of the Superior Council of Quebec, vol. 11. Edits et ordonnan-
cesy the {ubftance of various Judgments confifcating Fiefs for
non-settlement, on the part of the Seigneurs, and: reuniting
Lands granted by them to Individuals to the Domains, alfo for
non-settlement ; and alfo a Judgment of 23d January 1738 fta-
ting the Cens and Rents ¢ Ordonné par Sa Majesté at un sol de
« cens par chague arpent de front, et un sol de rente par chaque
 arpent en superficie, et un Chapon, ou vingt sols, au choix du
¢ Seigneur, pour chaque arpent de front.” '

Q. Is there, in the faid County, a confiderable number of
perfons, who defire, and have means, to form new fettlements
in the Seigneuries, provided they could obtain Lands near to, or
at a fhort diftance from thofe of their relatives or friends, and
T.re tPhere any fuch Lands, and what are their quantity and qua-
ity ! :

A. There are a great many perfons in the County, both able
and willing to take up new Lands, particularly among the Ca-
nadians, but there are none, or very few Lands of quality fit
for immediate cu'tivation in their vicinity, The Canadians
{whom, from long experience, I confider as by far the moft
ufeful fettlers in this Country,) are now cut off from further
fettlements on one {ide by the Mountains, and on the other by
the new fettlements in their rear.

Q. Are there any caufes which have retarded, and continte
to.ret:ud, the fettlement of the Lands in the old Seigneuries of
this Country, and what do you think thofe caufes are ?

A. This queftion has been partly anfwered before, the caufes
of the non fettlement of the Seigneuries, are, in the firft inf-
tance, the difinclination of the people to feperate from their fa-
milies and neighbours ; fecond, the want- of capital ; third, the
high rents and burthenfome conditions asked by the Seigneurs,

and even their refusal to grant; fourth, the want of that fuper-

intendance on this fubject to inforce the Laws which prevailed
previous 1o the conquett.

Q. Do any of our Hufbandmen go into the Town{hips granted
in free and common focca

4 Teribo ge to fettle, and if not, to what caufe
o you afcribe it ? B

A. None of the old Inhabitants of this Country fettle in the
Townthips. 1

In addition to the caufes already mentioned, which
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produce the fubdmﬁon_ ofwhgir Lands, and thofe which retard
the fettlement of tbe Seigneuries, I am of opinion, that they are
deterred from fettling on the free and comm 'n foccage Grants.

19, From Fheir ignorance of the nature of thefc Grants.

2°. The fllfﬁculty and expense of procuring them.

5§° . 'I'he information which they receive, of the manner in
which the Crown and Clergy Relerves are interfperfed, between
the only lots that actual fettlers can procure.

4°. The diflike of intermixing with ftrangers, and the appa-
rent difficulties which in thefe Townthips they muft be fubject-
ed to, in refpect to religious inftruction and affiftance.

Q. Have you had any, and what means of knowing the nature and ad-
vantages of the Seiguneurial Tenure in this country, compared with that
in Free and Common Soccage ?

A. I am acquainted with the operation of both Tenures; but it is
very difficult to pronounce on their comparative advantages.

Q. What appeat to you to be the relative advantages, or disadvanta.
ges of those Tedures?

A. 1 understaud by Tenure, the Terms and Conditions on which the
Sovereign Authority of a State guarantees to Individuals and their As.
signs, the cxclusive occupation of a certain portion of the Territory of
such State. The Tenures in modern Europe, owing to the Conquests
to which almost every part of it has been subjected, have been chiefly
military ; the guarantee of the Sovereign Authority in favor of indivi-
dual possession, seems to have been there, generally, granted with aview
to military service. In America it has been given with a view of set
tling the country. A spirit of imitaiion, and the introduction of Laws
established in Europe, originally gave something of the military charac-
ter to the Tenures in Canada, and in some of the British Colonies, They
have, however, been mainly characterised in both, by the object of the
Granter : viz. the Settlement of the Country. Settlement, both in Ca-
nada and the United States, has accordingly been the chief condition
imposed. The British Grants were generally immediate to the Settler;
the French Grants were, in fact,to Trustees for actual settlers, the prin-
cipal Grantee being required himself to settle on his Grant, and re-
grant on a trifling consideration, and easy Cox1fi|llon§,‘ which seem to
have been fixed by Royal or Legislative Authority- T'he old feudzil‘po-
tions were brought from Europe, and are found in old Laws and Title
Deeds. Even before the Conquest, the Tenure cn Sief in Canzda,

: amounted to little more in favor of the Seigneur, than pre-eminence and
superiutendence, in conveyiug the Lands in small portionsto actual Set-
tlers ; for which, he was restricted to a remuneration, not more than suf

ficient for his employment of Capital, opening the' Scttlement, and the
aforementioned services. This remuneration, particularly the Lods et
Ventes, being of a nature growing with the means of the Settler, was at

no time severely felt ; it was pariicularly advantageous to the Settler at
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first, requiring no part of that Capital which is so hard to be 'pr;)c(gred,
and so indispensable for effecting the Settlement which the Original Gran-
tee of the Lands had in view. At no time wasthe Se}tler likely to be
laid under any burthens, resulting from the Tenure, which he could not
easily bear. Since the Conquest, the pre.eminence lcga.lly given to ?he
Seigneurs has in a great measure ceased, some of their rights, which
were rather burthensome to themselves than otherwise, (those of Jus-
tice) have also ceased. . ) .
’I)‘hc old Seigneurs seem generally to have performed their duties, with
respect to the re-granting of the Lands, but the enforcement of these
duties on the part of the Crown, scems to .have fallen into disuse ; the
consequence has been, that purchasers of Seigneuries after the Conquest,
seem to have almost considered the Lands therein as if they bad been
held under the Soccage T'enure, and thought themselves dispensed from
many of the couditions upon which the Grant was made, nearly frustra.
ting its object. The Tenure en fief, notwithstanding these abuses has,
in effect, put great numbers of Settlers on the Waste Lands 1n the Pro.
vince, with secure Titles, free and fixed as to the Conditions, and in ro
respect burthensome. L
The Soccage Tenure in this Province, having the same object in view,
has not been so successful in forming actual Settlements: 1, in reality,
differs very litile from the Tenure en fief ; if the Crown had gral:ltec.‘l a
large Tract to one individual, for a ¢ Pepper Corn’’ for instance, binding
him to settle on the Land, and to regrant that portion not necessary for
his own cultivation, to such individuals as might apply and become ac-
tual Settlers, upon certain moderate annual Quit Rents, and other easy
conditions, this would, in fact, be nearly the Seigneurial Tenure, as it is
now in operation in this Province. The Quit Rents, and other Obliga-
tions, would prevent speculation in, and monopoly of, Waste Lands, and
encourage the object of the Crown, the Settlement of the Country.
The Tenure in free and Common Soccage, from the eluding or non-
execution of the King’s Instructions, (there being no anuual charge on
the Grantee or holders of them) has encouraged this kind of specula-
tion and monopoly, and in a great measure, frustrated the object of the
Crown, which, particularly in the case of powerful individuals being con-
cerned in this speculation and monopoly, has, and must ever, find it ak
most impracticable to compel the fulfilment of its object, and the condi-
tion of the Grant, namely actual Settlement. In as far as respects the
actual Settler, abating the evils of speculation and mocopoly, which af-
fect him by the difficulty of obtaining Roads, and the performance of
the Obligations of Neighbourhood, the condition of the Censitaire and
the Settler holding ia free and Common Soccage, is ncarly the same ;
the expenses of obtaining the Grant, including the loss of time or Agen.
cys is greater for the Lands in Soccage, and he is thus deprived of the
Capital, which would have contributed to his support on a first Settle-
ment, and enabled himto make greater Clearings ; a loss, which will

probably be found fully equal 10 the burthens wsually imposed on the
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Censitaires : If he purchases for Cash or Credit, he has the interest of
the money to take into account ; purchasing on credit, from the defi-
ciency of Capitalin new countries, is however the usual course, and then,
being fiequently unable to pay at the term, the Settler in fice and Com-
- mon Soccage, is in a more degraded condition than the Censitaire, and
loses his Land, always at the most unfavorable time, with all his jm-
provements ; perhaps, foresceing this result, he has impoverished the soil,
and left it in a worse condition, than if it were in standing wood.

The one or the other Tenure is good, freed from abuses, which obtain
in both, but rather more, I think, under the Soccage Tenure, I should
however, prefer for any new Country, the Tenure which has long been
in use, and with which those in a situation to become actual Settlers
are best acquainted, as most likely to effect the main object in view on
granting Landsin such Countries on any Tenure. The United States
have of late years, materially deviated from the mode of granting Lands
heretofore exysting in these States when they were Colonies. This mode
is more consistent with the true principles of political economy, than
either the old mode in the British Colonies, orin the late French Colo-
nies on this Continent. Landsin a state of nature, differin value from
the quality of the soil, the timber and the locality ; the object of Go-
vernment is the Settlement of Waste Lands, but there is a preference
arising from their difference of value; every subject qualified to settle or
lay out Capital on Waste Land, has an equal right to ashaie of the
unoccupied Waste Lands ; they are thercfore divided into suitable Lots,
making mcderate reserves for certain public uses, and the preference is
given to the best bidder at public sa2le, paying ready money. This mode
does not deprive the Settler of any Capital for clearing the Land, for he
can always raise on the Land paid fqr by him, about the amount paid at
a public Sale. He has, in fact, paid for nothing but the preference,
which the superior value of the Laud ensures to it. )

The Title is according to the Tenure called Soccage, and this Tennre,
under these regulations, is probably the most advantageous for settling a

ntry. ‘
- .t \}?’Vhat are the circumstances which prevent our husbandmen from
extending their Settlements into the lnterior on the ungranted Lands of
the old Seigneuries ?

A. From 1793, but particulaily from about 1800, to th‘e~closc of
the late war in Europe, the progress of the Settlements in the Seigneurics
was very great ; where the Lands were good, and were obtained at litile
and on something approaching to the f)ld terms, they were rea-
dily taken up, gettled upon, and the Ro‘ads I.ald out, and made at th(ei
common expense, accordn_vg to I:ayv. 1 he\dlst';mt Journeysildel?y's, and
expenses, and difficulties in obtaining Procés 7 rr&aux,‘l?gn be}:ne}:}n}
after the hom_ologation, were a genefal subject] of C?{rxpénnt ; the ;;lg(;
price of agricultural produce, occasioned by l'l‘r “‘;gn m1 ‘l:lropc,k(;?na lle
however the Settlers to bear all, and overcome all obstacles in making the
Roads. Since the close of the war, the progress of the Settlements has

expense,
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been yearly diminishing 3 the declive in the prices of agricultural pros
duce, the obstacles of unusually high rents 2nd new and onerous condi-
tions of the Grant, and absolute refusal to concede on the part of ma-
ny of the Seigneurs, with the expenses and difficulties of laying out
Roads as before mentioned, are more than they can bear.

For further information on this subjeet, I refer to my answer to the
seventh Question. .

Q. What are the chicf impediments to settling, experienced by the
European Emigrants who come into this Count1y, aud are desirous of
settling there?

A. The principal obstacles to the settlement of European Emi-
grants in the Diftrict of Quebec, to which my knowledge main-
ly extends are : )

“1st. The severity of the winter, and shortness of the summer,
the real difficulties resulting fron. which are magnified in their
imaginations, by the extravagant stories related on the subject
abroad and among the lower orders of Europeans in Canada.

2. Their utter ignorance of the mode of defending themfelves
against the real feverities of the climate, and of the best means
of making their labour productive, under circumftances very
different from those in which they have been brought up. This
ignorance is fo great, that rheir situation for the first years after
their settlement is often diftrefsing.

3. A defire to proceed among their relations and friends, the
majority of whom are fettled within the United States, fouth of
the Great Lakes, and west of the Alleghanies, where they enjoy
a milder climate, although the Markets are fomewhat less advan-
tageous than on the St. Lawrence.

4. The formalities, difficulties, delays, and expenfes, of pro-
curing Grants of Crown Lands in Lower Canada; thefe Grants
being only to be had at the Capital, where the expenfe of living is
high, where they are utter Strangers, and unable to get any in-
formation that can be depended upon, with refpect to the place
where they might advantageously fettle :—Thofe who have means,
generally proceed beyond Quebec ; only the very poorest of them
remain, and trust to daily Labour for a {ubfistence, which they
can only find in the Towns, from a want of knowledge of the
language of the Country, and also the general want of confi-
dence in thefe strangers among the farmers, and the low value
they fet on their service.

Q. How do you think, that in the County which you repre-
fent, fettlements might be effected, both by the Inhabitants of
the Country and by European emigrants who come hither, .most
fpeedily, and effectually, and where, in the faid County, or the
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neighbouring Counties, might they be placed moft advantageoully 7

A. This queftion is one which would require more time and
reflection, than I can beftow upon it, to anfwer it properly : ge-
ne_rally, there is no effectual way of fettling a Country, other-
wife than by fecuring to every one, the fruit of his own Labour,
emabling the furplus Agricultural Population to take up new
Lands, with the leaft poflible expenfe, excluding lofs of time,
and without any burden whatfoever otherwife than thofe indis-
penfable for enabling him to do fo under a fecure title. The
Canadian Population are by far the moft advantageous fettlers in
this part of the Country, and with the foregoing facilities they re-
quire no looking after or fuperintendance, will fearch out good
Lands where they are to be found, and where a fuitable fubfist-
ence can be derived from them—I underftand that they muft be
facilitated in every thing connected with religion, in the way usu-
al in the Country, and have every facility in laying out roads.—
They have no diflike to ftrangers who mix among them and be-
have well, but few Canadians of good character will fettle among
ftrangers.~With respe¢t to European emigrants, they are very
badly calculated for a firft fettlement in this Country ; where it is
once begun they may fucceed, but they want fome kind of fuper-
intendence, till they can be enabled to manage their own common
concerns in their own way, for which they ought to have every le~
gal facility. There can be no refident gentry in this Country, fince
the Seigneurs have become null, and the fyftem nearly abandoned ;
the majority of the fettlers will then, inevitably, have to manage
their own local concerns, which is indifpenfable in every fettle-
ment of a mixed population, having nothing in common but the
Englith language, and each individual, being by his own exerti-
ons without dependance on any others.

I drew up in 1819, a Plan for extending the fettlements in the
County of Quebec to the St. Anne River, on the beft Land at
the foot of the mountains, and the rear of the fwamps.—I give in
a rough draft of it for the information of the Committee. Cir-
cumftances have difcouraged me from attending to this bufinefs
fince, and I have not time at prefent to lock over it, it having
been in the hands of a friend, whom I thought might have more
opportunities than I could to promote the execution of this Plan.

PLan by Joun NEeivLson, Efquire, for forming a new and exten-
five fettlement on the North fide of the St. Lawrence in the vi-

. cinity of Quebec. . .
'[l‘hle}:r(;&%l; Country which it is neceflary to confider, witha
K
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view to the contemplated fettlement, extends from Cape Tqur-
ment to the River St. Anne, including the Ifland of _Orlearxs.

The exifting settlements in this tract, are thickly inhabited, so
much fo, that the farms have been fubdivided into {mall ftrips not
fufficient to support their Proprietors, and emplacements of about a
superficial arpent have been conceded on many of them for building
lots.—The whole of this population has hitherto had no means
of extending itself, excepting by emigration to diftant parts 5 the
fettlements of the Ifland being confined by the River, thofe of
Beaupré, Beauport, and Charlesbourg by mountains, and the re-
mainder by tradts of poor Land and {wamps.

The Mountainous tracts present insuperable barriers for the present
to the extension of the Settlements which they confine, but the tracts ot
inferior Land and Swamps, are obstacles, which may easily be, and in
fact have alrcady been, surmonnted.

The Rivers within the tracts last referred to, commencing with the
Jacques Cartier, at a distance of twenty miles from Quebec, have a
Southwestern course. On ascending these Rivers, to five or ten Lea-
gues from the St. Lawrence, a Mountainous tract commernces beyond
the Swamps and the existing Settlements, which seldom extend more
than two or three Leagues from the River, where they have long remain-
ed Stationary, from the causes before mentioned,

At the foot of these Mountains, there are extensive tracts of good
Land, in the most favorable exposition in the Province, and consequen
tly less liable to injury by Frost than Land lying much farther_to the
South with a less favorable exposure. The fertility of these Lands when
new, the proximity to Market, the means of uninterrupted Land Care
riage, together with the facility of bringing them into a productive
State, owing to the nature of the Timber and Soil, will almost invaria.
bly enable the Cultivator to pay the expenses of Clearing with the pro-
duce of the first or second Crop.

A good Carriage Road from Indian Lorette to the Jacques Cartier,
at the Eastern extremity of the good Land above mentioned is already
made ; all that is necessary to lay open the whole tract, is the prolon-
gation of this Road in the rear beyond the Swamps, to the Settlements
on the River St. Anne or the River Batiscan. The distance from the
Jacques Cartier, to the St. Anne River, does not exceed four or fire
leagues, or between eleven and iwelve from Quebec by the Palcartier
Road, the whole distance to St. Anne Church or the Settlements of the
River Batiscan by this Route, would not be greater than the distance
to the same places by the Road along the St. Lawrence following itg
windings. Ttis probable that the Road proposed to be opened, might be
laid out through Cultivable Lands the whole sway, with an extent of good
Land on each side of it, sufficient for several Concessicns, and affording
room for a thriving population, as numerous as that which is now peat
up on the front of the Seigneuries along the St. Lawrence.
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From the bad success of the experiment which has recently been
made of opening new Roads with the Public money, it is not probable,
neither perhaps is it desisable, that any assistance should be obtained
from the Legislature for that purpose. The Individuals, the value of
whose Property would be enhanced by the opening of these Roads,
ought to provide the means, and ought to take an active part in effect-
ing it, as they are bound by the Conditions of the Ancient Grants en
Seigneurie, and it is seldom that any other mede is attended with suc-
cess:

The holders of the Land, through which the contemnplated Road
would pass, are :—

19°, The Commissioners of the Jesuits’ Estates.

20, Mr. Duchesnay, Seigneur of Fossambault.

8. Possibly His Majesty’s Waste Lands.

49, Mr. B. Panet, Seigneurof Bourg Louis.

c 5°. The Seigneur of D’Auteuil, and Mr. Allsopp, for Jacques
artier. :
~ 6°. Mr. E. C. Deléry, for Perthuis,

7©. The Crown and Grantees for Alton.

8°, The Seigoeurs of Deschambault, La Chevroti¢re, and Gron-
dines.

It is presumed however, that the Road may be opened without any
material advance of Capital, on the pait of the present Holders of the
Land. It would, it is supposed, be sufficient, that they all were hear-
tily to embrace the plan, and offer ns impediment. One of the greatest
obstacles to extending new Roads and Settlements in any direction, is
the indifferent or narrow minded conduct of some holders of large
Tracts of Waste Lands. They will give themselves no trouble, give no
facilities for these purposes, but the moment that their Lands become
valuable, by the means of those Roads, or new Settlements made at
the expenses or by the efforts of others, they exact more onerous Con-
ditions for their Grants, which, with the difficulties and loss of time,
frequently met with before the Grants can be obtained, discourage the
persons intending to setile,

The Commissioners of the Jesuits’ Estates have fixed the Rents and
the Conditions of their Concessions according to the opinion of the
Law Officers of the Crown, founded on the Law of the Country in
that respect. Their Concessions are not onerous, nor alarming to the
Settler, and when the frequent mutations in every new Settlement are
considered they are exceedingly favorable to the Estates, seeing that
they may soon derive an Income from Lands, which, in all probability,
under more burthensome Conditions, would have remained for Cen-
turies unproductive to them, and to all others, whi.1e the encreasing
Population of the neighbourhood is driven to a dlsgance, to other
Lands, or compelled to seek a new, and frequently a miserable existence

in the Towns and Villages.

It is conceived, that if the holders of the Land in the tracts mention-
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ed would consent to the following terme, and give their hearty co-ope-
ration and counrenance to the proposed Road and Settlement, that it
might be speedily effected, without any material disbursement of Capi:
tal on their part. . .

1st. To make conceflions within the faid tract, on the fame
terms and conditions as the Commiflioners o the Jefuits’ Eftates.
have made their grants on the Jacques Cartier, in 5t. Gabriel.

2nd. Appoint three Gentlemen in Quebec to lay out the
Road, procure a Plan, and make the grants in the name. of the
different Seigneurs——an Office to be eftablifhed for the purpofe at
fome refpectable Notary’s.

The Land to be granted in Lots of three arpents in front by
thirty in depth.

3d. Only one Feu et lier: to be obligatory on those holdinga
conceflion not exceeding 180 arpents.

The expenfes of furveying in the firft inftance would be con-
fined to laying out the road, and marking three arpent lots on
each fide of it with durable Pofts, the road forming the bafis of
the conceflions of thirty arpents in depth on each fide of it. This
would be fufficient to enable the fettlers to take pofleflion of their
grants, and they would continue the lines at pleasure—parallel
grants at the depth of thirty arpents could be laid out when re-
quired ; a diagram of the road, and each lot, inferting the name
of each perfon taking up a lot with the date of its being so taken,
to lie for public inspection at the office.

The profperity of all new fettlements, however favourable may
be the fituation and quality of the foil, depends on the judicious
and economical employment of labour —The labouring Proprie-
tor is generally the moft fucceflful, his capital being small, . he can
afford no wafte, he has the firongest of all {purs for exertion.

‘When Land can be obtained on the easy terms of the Seigneu-
rial Grants, every man that is able to work may readily become a
Proprietor ; he muft, however, have previously amaffed fome
capital, at leaft equivalent to the coft of 1'0ols, and the erection of
a Log Hut, and Food and Cloathing for a few months, To be
enabled to do this he mult have fome capital of his own, or have
employment from fome perfons who have aiready a capital.

The increafe in the value of Lands where fettlements are made,
it is prefumed is fufficient to induce Capitalifts to veft fome porti-
on of their capital on Wafte Lands in favourable fituations, in or-
der to bring a portion of them into cultivation—Many of these
Capitalifts, cannot however perfonally attend to the details ; they
cannot labour ; they muft employ labourers ; in fact give an oppor-
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tunity to the labourer to amafs capital and become a labouring
proprietor.

It would feem that a fund for the purpofe of performing the
obligation of Feu et lieu, or fettlement duties, might be readily
raifed by the Gentlemen authorized to make the grants from per-
fons defirous of taking Lands who have a capital, but cannot per-
form these obligations themfelves—Part of thefe funds might be
employed under the authority of the Gentlemen having the ma-
nagement in opening the first roads of communication, in fact to
enable the labourers employed in making?the firft ciearing to get
upon the ground with their cattle and tools ; the remainder in ef-
feting the clearing and putting up the firft dwellings,

The Commiffioners of the Jeluits Eftates require 4} arpents
to be brought into cultivation, and a dwelling to be built within
the year—the expenfes to each holder of not more than 180 ar-
pents would be as follows : to be depofited when the authority to
occupy is given.

Clearing and Sowing, Stacking and

Pitting £5 per acre, - - £20 0 O

Log Houfe covered with Bark, - 10 0 O

£30 0 O
The produce
Say 2 acres Potatoes at £6 per acre, £12.

‘2 do. Oatsat £4 10 « do. 9 21 0 O
would be fufficient for a Family with a Cow and Pig till a next crop.
The fecond year there would be little difficulty of renting the
Land to new comers for more than double the intereft of the
whole Capital expended—One Family more of labourers would
be added to the fettlement increafing the value of the Lands; in
fa&, the conftant influx of new fettlers would foon form a market
on the fpot, giving additional value to all the produce of the

lace. -

d The only expenfes of management would confift in the wages
of an active and trufty agent on the fpot, who would contract for
the clearing of the different lots of the depofiting Proprietors, re-
ceive the work, pay the money, and account to the gentlemen ap-
pointed, delivering the Clearing and Houfe to the Owner with-
in. To this perfon all new fettlers would be addrefled, and
he would put them in poffeflion and furnifh them with the ne-
ceflary information.

Many perfons wou L
freps for a firft fettlement, who, in fact,
attend to it.

1d take Lands who know nothing about the
if they were able, cannot
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The economy of one trusty, intelligent, and accountable Agent for the
whole, will be sensibly felt by every one, who has the smallest expe-
rience of the difficulties Gentlemen have of managing business which
fthey do not well understand, with people apt to take advantage of their
delicacy, want of information, and persunal superintendance.

From the experience which has been had in the Palcartier Settlement,
it is believed, that if a Plan, of the present description, as it respects the
holders of the Seigneurics, and the management of the Settlement, could
have been adopied, and cordially acted upon by all parties, that the Set-
tlement would at present, instead of about a hundred Souls, have con-
tained ten times that number.

By opening, or causing to be opened, four leagues of a Carriage
Road, by raising provisions on the spot, sufficient to support a large
number of Labourers, and of new Settlers, and thereby saving an ex-
pense of transportation, nearly equal to the first Cost of the Provisions ;
in short, by placing Labourers and subsistence four leagues in advance into
the Forests, in the direction of the tract of Land now proposed to be
opened, the most dificult part of the work has been done, and the
strong, obstinate, and almost universal prejudice, that there was no ex-
tent of Land on the North side of the St. Lawrence, in the vicinity of
Quebec, beyond the existing Settlements, fit for Cultivation, has been
dissipated, 1t is hoped for ever, in three years, by the united exertions of
a few Individuals.—October §819.

TravrspAY, 29th January, 1824,
Mr. Stuart in the Chair,

John Neilson, Esquire, again appeared before your Committee.

Q. At what amount do you estimate the Population of Lower-Cana-

da, and what are the data wherenpon you proceed in making your calcus
lations ? '

A. T have no certain data upon which I can form an Estimate of the
present Population of Lower-Canada. The last Census taken of which

I'have any knowledge wasin 1784, by Commissioners appointed by Ge-
neral Haldimand in virtue of Royal Instructions.
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This Enumeration, like every other Enumeration, owing to omissions
against which very strict precautions have not been taken, was probably
less than the real Population.

The Population of Lower-Canada in 1764, has been stated at about
60,000 Souls ; an increase in the same ratio would give at present about
480,000 Souls.

The ratio of increase has however, in all probability, been much great-
er, particularly in the period between 1792 anq 1812, from.the stimulus
given to labour by the Exports of Grain during that period.

The Statements of the Curates given in to Government in 1823, and
published in the Quebec Gazette, with Allowances for Parishes for
which there were no Returns, made the Population 364,000. In this
Statement there were few Protestants, and it was well known that the
Population of many of the Parishes is stated at far less than the true
number : The Piotestant Population of Quebec is altogether omitted.

‘The Militia Returns of Lower-Canada as stated by the Adjutant Ge-
neral last year, was 70,443.

Itis acknowledged to be very incorrect, and certainly below the true
number. In the States of Maine, New-Hampshire, and Vermont,
where, taking the whele population together, the ratio of increase pro-
bably differs very little from that of Lower-Canada, and where, it is be-
Jieved, the Militia age is nearly 1he same, a Militia of 83,516 gives a
Population of 778,280. 1 believe however, that their Militia age is
from 18 to 45, ours is from 18 to 60, and perhaps the ratio of increase is
something greater in New.York, although I think we fully surpass in
that respect Vermont and New. Hampshire.

There are probably more omissions in our Militia Returns than in
theirs : 1 should conceive that the population of Lower-Canada at the
present time is 600,000 souls, in which case the population would have
doubled every twenty years from the conquest.

Q. From what causes does your estimate differ so much from that of
the Surveyor General of Lower Canada, and have you any and what ob-
servations to make upon the said estimate now shown to you ?

A. The Surveyor General’s calculation is chiefly founded in the
statements given by the Curates in which every person who has a know.
ledge of the Country admits there are a great many. omissions—The
Township and Protestant population in general, I apprehend has been
estimated by the Surveyor General without any very certain data—FHis
division of the population into Counties and Districts, 1 consider to give
a sufficiently correct idea of the relative population of the different divisi-

ong, and it is possible that generally his estimation may be nearer
the truth than mine.
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THURsDAY 20th January 1824.
Mr. Stuart in the Chair.

.Louf.r Stvrac, of the City of Quebec, appeared before your Comunuittee
and said :—

I have navigated the River St. Iawrence and the Gulph, along the
Labrador Coast, and to Halifax, for Fifty four vears past : for thirty
eight years I navigatedas a Ship MMaster. Tor the lact twent years [
navigated the Saguenay as a Ship Master in the service of the North
West Company. In that capacity I have had the command of four
Schooners, the first of 112 Tons, the sccond of 54, the third of 386,
and the fourth of 40 Tons. The number of Trips which I made to the
Saguenay was usually three or four a year, I have however made as many
as five.

Q. What is the nature of the I1aibour of Tadoussac, what time is the
navigation open, and when does it close, and what arc the advantages
and disadvantages of the said Harbour ?

A. In the Spring the Harbour may usually be entered from the
10th to the 20th of April, but that is as the years may be.—The navi-
gation closes from the 10th to the 20th of November. There is a dif-
ferrence as to the opening of the season of twenty days with respect to
the Harbour of Quebec, and there is a difference of One Month as to
the Autumn, in favour of the Harbour of Tadoussac.

On the 20th April 1780, I left the Labrador Coast and T arrived at
St. Patrick’s Hole ; the Ice opposite Quebec was still fast; and 1 went
to Quebec on foot over the Ice. The entrance of the Iiarbour of Ta-
doussac is half a league wide having along it two Shoals, one of them to
the East, the other to the West. It is capable of containing, perhaps
as many as twenty of the largest Vessels. With a good Pilat the Shoals
are not dangerous. At the entrance of the Harbour, we soun'ded the
Saguenay in the middle of the Stream, and found no boitom W}th 330
Fathoms of Line. I was present when that was done by Captain Mar-
tin. At the distance of one Hundred Fathoms from the Shore, Vessels
Anchor in twelve or fourteen Fathoms : the bottom is good, it is of
Clay and black Sand. In that Haibour \;escgll: are sa:lf‘eh against eéery
wind provided they be strongly moored to the Shore. ere is no Cur-
rent ir?the Harbozr. The éu};rent begins about a Mile off. The Har-
bour is still Water. . .

Q- What is the nature of the Navigation from Tadoussac to Chf’
coutimy ; When does the Navigation there open, and when does it
close ; what are the most usual Currents, Shoals, Anchorages, afnd
Harbours between those two_places, and what :\re the dangers to which

ssel 1 d during the said Navigation ?
: ‘f:. SfI]‘lllse el:’Z:');geation o;ﬁ:ns about tLhe tenth of May, & closes about the
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end of October. The Saguenay is frozen over from the Isles St. Louis,
to a distance of Seven leagues from Tadoussac, as far as Chicoutimy,
from the 10th of December to the 10th or 20th of May.

The most prevailing Winds are the North East and North West ; the
first Harbour is the Isle St. Louis, there is Aunchorage in Twenty
Fathoms Water, with moorings to the Shore, and there is good Shelter,
The Harbour consists of the whole breadth of the Saguenay, which is
there half aleague, where there is Anchorage under Shelter of the Isle
St. Louis, whichis a fullaleague in circumference ; it is a2 Rock about
fifty feet high : it is quite as steep as Cape Diamond ; its summit is cc-
vered with Birch, Pine, White Fir, and other soft Wood, and there is
Game thereabouts ; it is very difficult to walk round it. There are five '
other Islands a little higher than the Isle St. Louis, which are about
half the s'ze of [sle St. Louis. Three leagues higher up is the Harbour of
St. John, which is half a league long by the whole breadth of the Sague.
nay. There is Anchorage there in twenty Fathoms Water with Moor-
ingsto the Land. Two leagues upwaidsis the Ance de la Trinité which
1s half a league in depth and one Mile wide. There is Anchorage in
twelve Fathoms Water with Moorings to the Shore.

Cape & L’Est, is then reached which is five leagues from the Post of
Chicoutimy. There is Anchorage in eight Fathoms Water on the whole
breadth of the River. Onleaving the Harbour of Tadoussac to enter the
Saguenay the most common course is N. N. W, Above the Isle St Louis
a W. N. W. course is to be followed. From the Harbour of St. John,
toreach Cap ¢ L’Est, the course is N. W. £ W, From Capi L’Est,
to the River Caribou the course is North : thence to the “Riwitre du
Moulin, which is half a league from:Chicoutimy, the course is W. S,
W. ; leaving this place for Chicoutimy, the course is North.

Q. What are the Tides at Tadoussac and at Chicoutimy ?

A.. At Tadoussac the Tide is high at full Moon and at new Moon, at
two hours and three quarters after noon, or after midnight. At Chi-
coutimy at four hours and a quarter after noon or after midnight. The
Tide when high at Chicoutimy rises Eighteen feet perpendicularly. At
Tadoussac the height of the Water is the same as at Quebec.

Mr. Edward Thereau, appeared before your Committee.
Q. Have you ever been at the Saguenay and at what parts there-
of, at what time, and in what capacity ?
A. T lived at Chicoutimy about cight years. I worked there
for the gentlemen of that Post. I have not been higher uvp. I
“left it last Fall. .
Q. Have you feen or infpeQted any of the lands in the neigh-
bourhood of Chicoutimy or of the Saguenay ?
A. T have gone over the neighbourhood of the Post of Chi-
coutimy, to the extent of two leagues, more or lefs.

Q. What is the quality of the lands in this neighbourhood ?
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A. They are of every defcription ; fome are very good, and fit
for cultivation :—The only obGtacle I have met, is a great number
of rocks on fome of thofe lands, but where the land admits of
cultivation it is very good.

Q What is the number of Indians who were in the habit of
coming to the Post of Chicoutimy during your residence ?

A. There might be a dozen of Families who came annually to
that Post, while I remained there.

. What was the natuyre of the Trade carried on there ?

A, The Indians brought Furs, and received in return every
kind of Merchandize which they wanted, as Flour, Maize, Am-
munition, Arms, Snares, and other Dry Goods.

Q. Of what nation were thofe Indians, and what was their
character ?

A. They were Montagnais ; they were a good and very mild
People, a little addiéted to fpiritous liquors as most of the Indi-
ins ‘are.

Narcisse Amiot ot Quebec, Efquire, appeared before. your
Committee,

Q. Have you been employed by any perfon of Three Rivers
to obtain Lands for him ?

A. In the beginning of last December Mr. Edward Kimber of
Three Rivers requefted me to go to Mr. Ryland’s office to 'ask'for
Location Tickets, which Mr. Ryland was to procure for him in a
few days. I went several timesto Mr. Ryiand’s office without
meeting him there, but meeting him one day he told me that the
Lots claimed by Mr Kimber had already been allotted to other
perfons, and that Mr. Kimber would be obliged to prefent a new
petition to His Excellency if he wished to obtain Land : Ithere-
upon remarked to Mr. Ryland that Mzr. Kimber had obtained ;'he
Surveyor General’s certificate that the Lots of Land by him
claimed were vacant. Mr. Ryland anjwer.ed that that had fre-
quently happened, but that in order to avoid the granting of the
fame Lots to different perfons, he took the trouble, when new
applications occurred, of afcertaining what Lots had theretofore
been applied for, and that he had often remarked that the Sur-
veyor General had granted simiar certificates when the fame lots
had previously been taken up by other perfons :—~Mr. Ryland
further obferved to me, that if Mr. Kimber should prefent a
frefh Petition to His Excellency for other Lots, it was not his

intention to be paid twice,
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William Sax, Efquire, first Clerk in the Surveyor General’s
Office, and Land Surveyor, appeared, and ftated :—

That he hasbeen a Land Surveyor since 1796, and has been
in the Surveyor General’s office since 1814, two years and three
months of which he was afting Surveyor General during the ab-
fence of Colonel Bouchette. )

Q. Do you know the Townfhips on Craig’s Road, and will
you state their number and quality of foil ?

A. The Townthips are : Shipton, Tinwick, Chefter, Halifax,
Invernefs, Wolfstown, Ireland, and Leeds : the foil in general
is good so far as I have feen it, near the road it is very ftonyand
hilly, the Country is broken and uneven, timbered with Beach,
Maple, Elm, Birch, Spruce, Pine, Cedar, and Ash and Bafs.

Q. When were the faid Townfhips refpectively furveyed, who
were the leaders of them, and of what defcription of perfons
consifted the afsociates ? '

A. Asnear asI can recollect they were- furveyed in or about
1800; the Leaders, fo far as I underftood, were, of Shipton,
Mefsrs. Barnard and Cufhing, their affociates were people of their
own choofing whom I do not know, and in general I think peo-
ple of pot very refpeétable ftanding in Society : the north west
half of the Townthip of Tinwick was granted I think mostly to
Loyalists and Canadians, without any particular leader that I
know of : the north east quarter of this Townfhip I furveyed
myfelf in 1813 for the late Honble. John Young and Family,
and the fouth east quarter was furveyed by Mr. Ecuier, the
year before, a part of which for the Honble. Chief Juftice Sew-
ell, as I understood. The Townfhip of Chefter was furveyed or
explored about that time by a Mr. Kilburn for, I think, the late
Mr. Frobither and Family, of the north west Company : one
half of whith Townfhip was thortly after granted either to Mr.,
Frobifher and his Afsociates, or to fome other gentleman of the
North West Company and his Affociates.

The Townfhip of Halifax was furveyed or explored about the
fame time by Mr. Kilburn, and a part of it fhortly afterwards
granted, either to Mr. Mc Tavish and Afsociates or fome other
gentleman and Afsociates of the North West Company.

_ The Townthip of Invernefs was alfo by the fame Surveyor a-
bout the fame time either explored or furveyed, and a part of it
alfo granted to fome one of the Partners of the Nort Weft Com-
pany and their Affociates.

The Townthip of Wolfstown was alfo about that time explor-
ed or furveyed by the fame Surveyor, and a quarter thereof grant-
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ed to the late Nichola.s Montour, formerly Partner of the North

Weft Company and his Affociates. .

The Townihip of Ireland was at that time explored or furveyed
by the fame Surveyor, and a part of it granted thortly after to the
late Mr. Frobither and Affociates.

The Townfhip of Leeds was alfo explored or furveyed about the
fame time by the fame furveyor, and a part thereof granted either
to Mr. Frobifher and Affociates or to fundry other perfons. '

Q. Have you had any occafion,and when, latterly, to vifit the
faid Townf{hips, or any of them, and what is their ftate and con-~
dition or of any of them, as far as the fettlement of them is con-
cerned ?

A. I 'have vifited thofe Townfhips lately, viz ; the Townthip
of Shipton in 182) ; the Settlements in that Townfhip were then
in a forward ftate, the clearings and improvements were flourifh-
ing fo far as I could obferve them, the buildings were confidera-
ble, many of which were erected with taffe, and the Inhabitants
generally appeared to be in eafy circumftances.

In Tinwick there were a few houfes from the Shipton line along
Craig’s road, perhaps four or five, clearings were commenced,
and in a ftate of progrefs.

* In Chefter in 1819 I obferved but two houfes on Craig’s road,
the moft confiderable of which is the property of Nathaniel
Brooks who has made a large clearing well fenced in.

. Neither in Halifax nor in Invernefs did I obferve at that time
any clearings or houfes along the road, excepting in Invernefs,
there were then two fmall houles occupied by Aldrich, fatherand
fon.

. In Ireland were feveral houfes along the road, for inftance a
Mr. MtLean had a tolerable good houfe with a large improve-
ment at his refidence upon Lot No. 2, in the fecond range in that
Townfhip—I obferved another houfe on a road by a branch of
the Bécancour River, near a Lake.

In Leeds I obferved but two houfes at that time along the road,
one was occupied by one M¢<Lean, and the other appeared not to
be occupied, it was called Palmet’s houfe, there were however some
clearings along the road. .

Q. In what way did the actual fettlers whom you faw obtain
their Titles ? .

A. I did not inform myfelf of this. .

Q. Have you any knowledge of applications having been madfe
for portions of the faid Lands by any and what clafses of perfolglb,
previous to the ifluing of the Patentsin favour of the prefent Pa-
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tentees of the faid Lands, and before any promife of grants had
been made to the faid Patentees ?

A. At that time I was in the Diftrict of Montreal and I had no
occafion or opportunity to inform mylelf refpecting the above
query, therefore I do not know. )

Q. Do you think that if Craig’s road were fettled and kept in
good repair that this would be beneficial not only to the fettle-
ment of the adjoining Townfhips in general, but alfo to the City
of Quebec, in particular by bringing along this road Provifions,
Cattle and other produce, from the Townfhips and the United
States to this market ?

A. Certainly, that has always been my opinion.

Q. What is the whole quantity of Land that has been granted
to the Militia which ferved during the last war, and how much
does there remain ftill due to them to the beft of your know-
ledge and belief ?

A- I do rot know, nor could I. ftate without reference to ftate-
ments and documents which have beeen regularly made out fince
1817, and are of record in the Surveyor General’s Office, and of
which the Surveyor General would be able to give a very fatife
factory and complete ftatement. '

Q. Does there not remain a large gpantity due to the Militia ?

A. I think there does, i

Q Is the quantity remaining due equal to, or does it exceed
the quantiry already granted ?

A. It far exceeds itin my opinion.

Q. To what caufes do you attribute the non granting of these
Lands ? .

A. T have no means of stating them.

Q. Are you acquainted with any actual settlements formed by
Militia Men who ferved during the late American war ?

A. Tunderstand that {fome are making or forming Settlements
in fome of the Townfhips under agency ; of myfelf I know of
no atual Settlements of that description.

€. Are the grants that have been made to the Militia, made
principally to Privates, or to Officers of the Militia ?

A. There are many Locations made to the Militia, but I can=
not fay what is the proportion between the Men and the Officers.

Q. What is the number of grants made fince the late War to
Canadian Subjects of His Majefty not having served in the Militia ?
Ao I cannot tell, but I think fome eftimate may be made of
the quantity from documents in the Surveyor General’s Office.

Q. ga’n you form any conjeture of the probable quantity fo
granted !
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A. The Townfhips of Sethrington and B'anford have been
granted to that description of perfons, and other Townfhips have
been furveyed for that purpofe, so that I fuppofe the quantity ac-
tually granted is under 40,000 acres ; the Townfhips furveyed are
thofe of Cape Chat, Matane, and St. Denis, none of which are
yet under patent.

Q. What is the quantity of Land actually granted fince 1815
to European Emigrants, and in what quantities ?

A. The Lands granted to that defcription of perfons is 1n quan-
tities of one hundred Acres and two hundred acres generally to
the applicants, but as for the whole quantity granted, I beg to re-
fer to the documents to be found in the Surveyor General’s Of-..
fice, however it does not exceed I think one hundred and fifty
thoufand acres. N

Q. Are the grants fo made principally in lots of one hundred
or two hundred acres ?

A. I think they are about equal, if any thing the Locations of
one hundred acres exceed.

Q. What was the loweft quantity ufually granted to actual
fettlers before 1815 ?

A. Previous to 1815 I do not recollect of any Location grants,
and when ‘Townfhips or parts thereof had been previously grant-
ed, it 'was underfiood that every perfon named in a Patent, of the
age of majority, was to have no lefs than two hundred acres,

Q. Isnot the quantity of two hundred acres the smallest quan-
tity which in this or the adjoining Provinces, or the old British
Colonies, as far as has come to your knowledge, was expected by a
settler to be received, going into a wilderness for effectinga new
fettlement ?

A. I have always underftood that two hundred acres was about

the quantity, previous to 1815.

Nicolas Vincent, an Indian Chief, (fsawanhonki) appeared befdre
your Committee. .

Q. In what parts of the Country have you hunted, at what period of
your Life, and at what distance from the River St. Lawrence, and from
the actual Settlements ?

A. At the age of Fifteen,
Batiscan, which I have descen

I hunted along the Branches of the River
ded as far as the River St. Lawrence, [
have also hunted in the rear of the River Jacques Cartier as far as the
Branches of the River Chicoutimy. I have also been in rear of the Ri-
ver Malbaie. .On the South side, I have htinted as f?r as the River St
Jean, and in the upper parts as far as Bécancour, in several of those

places as far as twenty five or thitty leagues trom the Settlements.
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0. Give a description of the Country which Ties between Valcartier
and River Chicoutimy as to Soil, Mountains, Rivers, Timber, aud ca.
pacity for Culture, and the Route which you pursued ?

A. About twenty years ago I departed in order to hur}t in those parts.
1 went by way of Lake St. Charles, and crossed a carrying place ( Por-
tage, ) about three leagues long from that Lake to the River Jacques Car-
tier. Thence having ascended the River three leagues, we crossed a car-
rying place ( Portage) of seven or eight leagues where we again met the
same River, which we followed for about ten leagues and then reached
the River Chicoutimy. In this journey we met very lictle good Land,
it is a Mass of Mountains and Rocks’; what hittle level surface there is,
is Marsh and Lake of which there are a great many. The River Chi-
coutimy and the Jacques Cartier, have their source at the same place, at
the distance of half a league or a quarter of a league. These two Rivers
have their source in a great number of Lakes into which several Rivulets
empty themselves. On my return T made a Raft at the source of the
River Jacques Cartier on which I descended three or four leagues, L
then took my Canoe which bad been left there and descended the River
Jacques Cartier about Ten leagues, meeting in that distance two Falls,
one of them nearly twenty feet high, the other ten or fifteen feet, 1
found two carrying places, one of Six Arpents and the other of four.
The carrying place between the River Jacques Cartier and Lake St.
Charles, is about four leagues from the Céte 4 Haroussin. 1 crossed the
carrying place to Lake St, Charles, crossed the Lake, and descended the
River St. Charles to within fifteen Arpents of our Village. Our Com-
pany consisted of three persons. - )

The River Jacques Cartier runs North West, at the distance of Ten
leagues, it separates into Three Branches, the first runs between the
South West, and the West ; the second runs North ; and the third
North East.  In descending I followed the South West branch., There
are small Rivers which fall ioto the Jacques Cartier, but1 do not know
their names, ‘

"‘The Country is Mountainous from one end to the other of the route
1 kave described, rocky, not producing any Hard Wood, but produ-
cing Birch, Fir, and Spruce, that Country can never be Cultivated.

Q. What Game do you take?

A. Beaver, Otter, Martin, some Musk Rats, and on the melting of
the Ice, Ducks. Some Caribous are met. '

Q. At what time does the Ice take in the Upper parts of the River
Jacques Cartier, and when does it melt ?

s A., The Ice begins to form in those parts in September and to mel: in
une 2

Q. Howlong were you absent on that Hunt, and what did you do for
Provisions ?

A. Wewere three: we took with us a Minot of Indian Corn per
Man, about forty Pounds of Meal per Man, two Pouads of Hog’s Lard
per Man, and twelve Pounds of Pork. We carried that, on three In.
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dian Sleighs, every Man his own, We had each to carry moreover
Three Traps, one Fowling piece, one Hatchet, Fish Hooks, two Pounds
of Tobacco, one Pound or one Pound and a half of Powder, six Pounds
of Shot and Ball. Weat: twice a day, on setting off in the morning, and
on closing our Journey in the Evening. We made Cakes with Lard in
our [ron Pan; we made broth with Pork and Indian Corn or Beans :
these Provisions were sufficient for twenty or twenty five days without the
aid of Game. We afterwards lived on the produce of our Chace,
sometimes poorly enough,

Q. What is the quality of the Soil in the Country in rear of
Batifcan, and is that Country level or Mountainous ?

A. There are places in which Parifhes confitting of good
Land might be formed, and others where the Cpuntry is Moun-
tainous and fomewhat Rocky. I do not think Settlements could
be tormed in the Mountains, there is too much Rock. I began
my journey with four Jroquois; we proceeded between North
and South Weft; we crofled the Jacques Cartier and River St.
Anne ; we paffed above the River Portneuf and Champlain, and
we reached the River Batifcan at the diftance of twenty Leagues
or thereabouts from the River St. Lawrence in a right line; I
fpeak of the place at which we reached the River Batifcan. We
accupied about ten days in performing our journey ; we {topped
in our way a quarter or half a day, as we thought proper for the
purpofe of Hunting. The Branch of the River Batifcan to which
we had come was navigable for Canoes and even for Batteaux,
and is nearly as broad as the River Jacques Cartier, oppofite
Mr. Neilfon’s Land on the latter River. We descended in Ca-
noes probably about thirty Leagues, as far as the mouth of the
Batifcan :—there are many carrying places, perhaps twenty or
twenty five : there is a Fall two or three Leagues from the Ri-
ver :—there follows a feries of Falls:—the Lands improve to-
wards the lower part of the River; and there is a great quantity
of Land along the River fit for Cultivation :~—the Country low-
er down is not very Mountainous.

Q. How far from the River St. Lawrence on the South fide
have you hunted and at what time ?

A. I went to the River Duchefne to hunt lat Fall. That
River empties itfelf between Lothbiniére and St. Pierre :—1It is
not navigable ;:—there are five Conceflions there, and I have
hunted to the diftance of four or five Leagues from the rear of
the Settlements:;—the Country is level, there are no Moun-
tains; marfhy, but a good foil :—~the Lands along Craig’s Road

- are Mountainous with many If{-lil]s, but the foil is good ; I have
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been as far as the River Becancour I have alfo been along fome
of the branches which fall into the River St. John on the South
Shore. I have been at Témiscouata and from thence to the Pe.
ninfula near Frederickton :—1 went for Troops during the War;;
we fuffered much from want ; we pafled through a large track of
good Land.

Fripay, 30th Dccember, 1823.
Mr. Stuart, in the Chair.

Mr. Francois Verrault appeared before Your Committee,

Q. Have you had any, and what means of acquiring a knowledge of
the Saguenay, and of the surrounding Country ?

A. I am now 65 years old,and from the age of fifteen to last Fall, I
have remained in the Saguenay Country, and made excursions into the
surrounding Country.
Q. What are the Length, Breadth, Depth, and course of the Sague-
pay ?

yA. Teis 25 le;gues from its Mouth to Chicoutimy, as far as which
place the tide extends: the general breadth of the River Saguenay is
thice quarters of a league : it is extremely deep until within three leagues
of Chicoutimy.

Q. What Streams flow into the Saguenay or into Lake St. John,
their length, breadih, depth and course respectively 5 how far are they
navigable, and what kinds of Fish are found in the Saguenay or in Lake
St. John, or in the Streams which empty themselves into either ?

A. There are many. The River Ste. Margucrite, navigable for Birch
Canoes through an extent of forty leagucs; in which there are carrying
places at intervals, a quarter of a league wide at its mouth, empties itself
on the north side seven leagues from the IMouth of the Saguenay. The

Aiver L’ Auce St. Jean, navigable in Canves for fifteen leagies on the
south side, empties itself into the Saguenay two lcagues above the River
Ste. Marguerite ; it may be ten arpents wide at its Mouth. L’ dnce de
la Trinité, navigable for twelve leagues 1n Canoes, also empties itself on
the south shore into the Saguenay, four leagues above the Ance St. Jean,
it is about three arpens broad at its Mouth.

The River of La Baic Ha, Ha, is four arpents wide at its Mouth,
navigable in Birch Canoes for twenty-five leagues, falls into the Sague-«
nay on the south side; into that Bay falls a'small River which is not

navigable for Canoes, but in which there is a good Salmon Fishery; it
flows from the west.

The River a Palin,
gable in Canoes for fift
above g Ha Bay.

The River Chicoutimy where the Post is situated is eight ‘arpents

flowing from the north, is six arpents wide, navi-
y leagues; it falls into the Saguenay five leagues
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wide, and is navigable for thirty leagues in Canoes. It flows from the
south.

Above the Post of Chicoutimy, the distance as far as Lake St. John,
is thirty leagues by the Saguenay, which forms the outlet of that Lake,
There are s-veral carrying places, one of which is two leagues in length,
the others are much less considerable.

The River Chicoutimy, (signifying, ¢ further on it is still deep”)
which falls into the Saguenay at the Post of Chicoutimy is seven leagues
long, flowing from the south ; there are five cairying places on that Ri.
ver. ‘That River is formed by Lake Tsinogomi, (Long Lake) which
is seven leagues long. On the south side, three Rivers fall into that
Lake, which are about one arpent and a half wide, and navigable in
small Canoes for a distance of eighteen leagues.  On the north side of
that Lake, a River empties itself into the Saguenay, aud on the sane
porth side another River empties itself into the Lake. Those two Ri-
vers are navigable for Canoes. At the extremity of Lake Trinogomi, there
is a carrying place of three quarters of a league ; a Lake is then reach-
ed, which is called Tsinogomitsisck, which is two leagues long by eight
arpents in width. The Lake last mentioned joins another Lake called
Kasushikeomi, (the Lake of clear water) which is about half aleague
long by ten arpents in breadth, but which has no outlet. The outlet
of Lake T'sinogomitsisch (the lesser long Lake) is a River which is two
leagues long, called Pashitaouinanishdushihi (of Alder) about twenty
five feet wide. After that River, the Belle Riviére is reached, one ar-
pent and a half wide, and about three leagues long, having a carrying
place, and emptying itself into Lake St. John at Koushpigan, (a place
‘which is ascended.) Lake St. John is fourteen leagues long and four-
teen wide., On the south side, two leagues from Koushpigan, a little
River falls into that Lake, which is not navigable, and is called Kuost-
pygisk (where is a small ascent) two leagues from that emall River, isa
considerable River called Metabishouan (the place where the couree of
the water ends) at which is the Post. That River is navigable in Ca-
noes for thirty leagues, it is six or seven arpents wide. )

Four leagues from thence there is a River, (also on the south side) call-
‘¢d Ouiguatshouan, (do you see the Fall there, a carrying place must be
crossed ) which is navigable in Canoes for at least twen.ly:hve leagues, .amd
six arpents wide.—Three Leagues from thence there is a small 'Rlver
called Ouiguatshganisk, (a small ascent) two arpents wide and navigable
by Canoes for twenty-five leagues.—Seven leagues from thence (also on
the south side) is a River called Assuapmousoin (place wbere the Elk
i3 laid wait for) a quarter of a league wide, navigable for eighty leagues
where there is a Lake of the same name, on which there is a post.

On the north side of Lake St. John, is the River Péribonea (the cu.
rious River)—this name is probably given to that Rwel_' be_cause its wa-
ter is clear, and Game and Fish abound tbere.——-lt is sivate twelve
leagues from the outlet of Lake St. John, it is half a league wide and is
navigable for thirty leagues in Canoess—T1wo leagues higher up is the
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River Mistassini (the large Rock) navigable for forty leagues at least,
three quarters of a league wide at its mouth.—By this River (Mistassini) -
perhaps at least forty small Lakes and carrying places are passed, to
reach Lake Mistassini which empties itself into Hudson’s Bay.—Near
the Post Assuapmousoin, on the Lake of the same name, thereis a River
called Nicouta (swampy places) three quarters of a league wide, naviga-
ble by Canocs for eight leagues—There is then found a lake of the same
name which is four leagues long by one leagune and a half wide which
leads towards the north, at the extremity of that Lake there is a River
called Matawenanish (the crooked River) about eighteen leagues long by
seven arpents in width—there is then a small Lake Chacanaka (the rocky
Lake,) fifteen arpents in width by twenty-five in length—these are follow-
ed by five small lakes, where there are several carrying places ; the whole
together may be one league—having attaned the highest ground whence
the waters begin to flow to the southward towaids Lake Temiséaming
(very deep Lake) which leads towards the parts in rear of Montreal, but
where I have never travelled—I do not know the extent of Lake Mis-
tassini, but I cao staze that it is ninety leagues long by at least sixty in
breadth, and that it is full of Islands~~"The Islands are large : we pad.
dled along one of the Islands for one day and a half without having scen
the end of it—I crossed it at a strait where it was eight leagues
broad—Tn crossing the lake at-the shortest interval between Islaud and
Island is eight leagues.

In crossing the Lake there are fifteen large Islands—there grow on
those Islands low Spruce and Juniper as on thz sea coast—Timber is pre-
vented from growing there by the frequency of high winds—There are
Moose-Deer there—The water isextraordinarly clear as at sea—A stone
may be distinguished in fifteen fathom water—Fish abound, that is to
say, Pike, White Fish three feet long, Salmon T'rout, I have taken some
which weighed 42 pounds—Another kind of Trout which is not found
here, and is only found in Lakes where the wateris as clear as the Lake
in question—the Indians call it Maingouche (which means the long
Fish) it is extremely far, of excellent flavor, sometimes two or three feet
long and eight inches thick, there is a great deal of Poisson doré,
Perchaudes, Carp of two kinds, white and red—I have seen red Carp
two feet and a halflong, the white ones are not quite so large—this Lake
has three outlets—there are to the right two outlets twenty leagues dis-
tant from each other, that on left hand is four leagues from that in the
middle—that on the left hand falls into Hudson’s Bay—The two others
unite again at the distance of forty leagues or thereabouts and flow into
Hudson’s Bay—the place where they reunite themselves is called Né-
wishqueska (N comes from the Point, wiskque from Birch Bark, and ska-
much) and it may be rendered into English (Birch Point).——This Point is
also known by the name of Fort aux Anglois (English fort.)

The middle outlet which we followed is about half a league wide.—~
In the harbour I have mentioned, I have scen four Barges capable of
containing 80 packages of eighty pounds weight each—They were as



93

Jarge as Whale-Boats and made in the same manner, and in those barges
the descent to the sea was performed being a distance of sixty leagues.

I have only been 70 leagues from Mistassini. The rost common
Timber along that outlet is Red Spruce. The Fort was built of that
Timber and of a kind of Grey Pine, of which there is none hereabouts.
I believe it is called Cypress, There is also Poplar, Birch, and a great
deal of Swamp Spruce,

Q. Have you ever gone round to Three-Rivers by the Saguenay, and
what was your Route ? ’

A. T have made that Teur twice. The first time was, [ believe,
twenty -five years ago ; the sccond about eighteen. Afterreaching Lake
Nicouta, a carrying place of about a quarter of a league is crussed ;
and there is a little River about a perch and a half wide—the Riser
Miconashak (Red Carp River) ; that River is descended for about two
leagues. There is then a small carrying place of about six arpents,
when the edge of a Lake isreached which is full of Islands, and is called
Ash Katsi, (the Rocky Lake.) After proceeding about four leagues
on the Lake, a River is met, which is about four arpents broad and fou,
leagues long ; at the extremity of the River,is a Lake about six leagueg
long and two broad, which is valled Kapistetsouin ; (the Lake of Foam)
at the end of the Lake, a Fall of about forty feet renders necessary a
carrying for about fificen arpents. Embarking again on the same River
and proceeding about six leagues, a Lake 1s reached which is about five
leagues long and two leagues broad, which is called Lake Tsimouskou-
mino Shapaigan, (the Lake of the Old Mau). At the end of the Lake
the Riveris too small, and it is necessary to perform a carrying of three
quarters of a league. The carrying place being crossed, there is a Lake
four leagues long and about one league broad; there is then a canrying
for three quarters of aleague, which leads to a sr'n.all Lake about th'ree
quarters of a league long and half an arpent wide : another carrying
place of about twenty arpents is made, and the border of a }.ake 1s
reached which is four leagues long and one anda half broad ; it is called
Kaonashibami (the Lake of clear Water.) At’the end of this Lake is
a short carrying for ten arpents along the outlet, zud here that elevation
is ' attained whence the waters flow into the River St. Maurice. The
River last mentioned, is the first of the warers on that side, and thqt
Lake is the limit of the King’s Domain. The Outlet of that Lakeis
a small River about one perch wide, and navigable for Canoes for about a -
league and a half. At the termivation of that small River isa Lake
three leagues long and about one lea'gue: wide, where there is a carrying
place a league in length ; after which is a Lake called Miscashi, (the
Point of Rock) which is about two leagues long by one league and a
half wide—this Lake is full of Tslets; its outlet may be about ten ar-
pents wide and twenty arpents long. Thereis a carrying place fifteen
arpents long, which leads to Lake OMa'J/mulaoucéa, (Sand Banks) twelve
leagues long and two leagues wide. The Lake last mentioned, is the
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source of the River Metabellottine, ot (the River of Winds,) wl'uch is the
River St. Maurice that flows into the River St. Lawrence at Three-Ri.
vers. Lake Ouashoutaoucka is seventy leagues north-east of Three,
Rivers: at the termination of this Lake are two leagues of River near.
ly tea arpents wide : thena Lake called Kapemitsigama (Cross Lake)
four leagues long by about two leagues wide ; the end of this Lake to-
wards the South is passed, and its Qutlet forms a River four arpents
broad by four leagues long ; another Lake is then reachefl, called Ocout-
sioushta, (the Lake in which we soon shall plunge—alludlng to the Ra-
pids which are near.) This Lake is probably six leagues long by three
wide ; its Outlet is a River about six arpents wide: that River 1s bor.
dered with Cypress, and there are very lofty Mountains on both sides.
Six leagues from the Lake just memiongd, is a Post called_Kzémdac
¢the Grey Pines.) This word isa corruption of the tiue Indian word,
OQutcishhbata. Six leagues above that place the River becomes almost a
Lake, in which there are several extremely flat Islands. After that
is a carrying place, called Shikaque paushtiki, (the Polecat carrying
place.) About six leagues above that carrying place is a large Ri-
ver on the north side about five arpents wide, navigable in large Canoes
f.r twenty-five leagues, called Koushapashiganushipi, (the River of Jug.
gling): that River emptics itself at that place into the Saint Maurice.
About four leagues lower down on the north side, there is a carrying
place half a league long, called Lekaunigan, (the Sandy carrying place.)
"Three leagues lower down there is a carrying place on the same side
called Kamatshi ashini, (carrying place of rugged Stones,) whence de-
scending four leagues there is another carrying place on the same side-
called a Shikueta, (carrying place of the Caldron); eight leagues lower
down, on the north side, there is a Post established by the North West
and Hudson’s Bay Companies, called Uimutashé, (the Point which is
seen.) On the south side, opposite that Post, are two Rivers, onc of
which is called the River Caribask, (of the Ribband) onearpent and a
half wide, and which ruasin rear of Montreal westwards, navigable in
Canoes, 1 do not know how far. The other, six atpents long and quite
vound, called Turibi, (very bony white fish.) This is followed bya
short carrying place of four arpents, which leads intoa litte River three
quarters of a league long; ou the nosth side of that small River a car-
rying place occurs, six arpents long, ; then a River is entered upon,
which is called Raman, (Vermillion) which is three leagues long by
twenty arpents broad. Towards the south of the River last mentioned,
there is a carrying place of three quarters of a league, called Pakan,
(carrying place of the Nut)) There follow three leagues of Rapids,
and oo the north side, a carrying place calied Nantoué, (carrying place
of the Iroquois) half a league long. Thence a River is passed by effect-
ing a carrying of about twenty arpents, called Kaouibushka, (burnt)then
the south side is descended three quarters of a league, when thereisa
carrying place, called Arushkakanounigami, (of the Raspberry) there the
River 18 crossed on the north side, where there is another carrying place,
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calle(“ Arhupickaigan, (of. the crossing) at the end of this canying place
a rapid is entered, which is about three quarters of aleague Iontr? called
Uakapak-ushtik, (the crooked Rapid). At that place the River Saint
Maurice is entered, which was left at the Post of Kukulash., Three
!eag}xes to the south of that Rapid, thereisa great Rapid, where a carry-
ingis effected when the waters are very high, which is called Mishs.
niash, (the large Point ;) two leagues lower down, on the north side, there
is a Rapid called Kuniash, (Point ;) four leagues lower down, there are
great Shoals, called Pakouapaustik, (flat Rapid;) about a league and a
half more to.the _sontb, there is a little River, called Tutushepi or Nabot,
(Milk.) This River is navigable in Spring when the waters are high,
and by that River, at that time, when the waters are high, the FPoyageurs
ascend the River Raman, (Vermillion.) Three leagues lower dow;, to
the north, is another River four arpents wide, called Kanashou, (the
Name of an Indian who has Lands there,) and by that way Lake Saint
John may be reached by the River Ouiguatshganish, (small ascent) which
I Lave described above. Three leagues lower down, on the north, is a
River three arpents wide at its mouth, and navigable by large Canoes for
forty leagues ; it iscalled Mishtaruéaushipi, (the great Thail of the Bea-
ver ;) that River leads to the River Ouiguatshouan, which I have des-
cribed above. Three quarters of a league fower down, on the north, is
a carrying place, called Uskabatshuan, (the Curtent too strong to be
passed;) the Voyageurs call it « La Tugue,”” because of 1ts high
Mountain, whose summit resembles a ¢ Zugue’’ (conical cap) ; this carry-
ing place is a league long, ard has high hills which must be ascended.
A leagte lower down, on the north, isa River called Ashtorogami, (place
where Canves are made,) which is six arpents wide, navigable for Ca-
noes : this River runs forty leagues to the north, and joins the River
Meétabishouan, which I have described above. Eight leagues to the
southward, a Post is established at a place called Usaskt uchipi, (River
of Rats,); ten leagues from thence, going down the River.Saint Mau-
rice, on the north side, there is a pottage six arpents long, called Tshiz-
sega, (steep) ; three leagues lower down there is a carrying place on the
souch, eight arpents long, called Papapatibishia, (flat Rock); one league
and a half farther, on the south side, is another, fifteen arpents long, call.
ed Shabonigan, (needles); three quarters of a league lower down, on the
south side, there is another carrying place, a quarter of a league long,
alang which there is a Fall, called Kakumenask, (the Old Woman.y Two
leagues lower down, on the south side, there is a carrying place called
Pé-o-a-busk, (carrying place of Iron); the Voyageurscall it Portage de
la Gabelle, (Poriage of the Gabel) ;. that carryiug place is three quarters
of a league lung. T wo leagues from thence the Forges of St Maunc_e
are reached, and the distance from the Forges to Three-Riversis three
leagues.

é_ What is the nature of the Soil on the Route you have just
defcribed, and when do Spring and Winter begin in the various
‘parts through which you bave travelled ?
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A. The Soil about Tadoufsac is mere Sand and only fit for the
culture of Potatoes. On afcending the Saguenay all the Bays
and the Interior on both sides consist of good foil fit for cultiva-
tion. There is little difference between the climate of that place
and that of Quebec. All forts of Pulse and Melons and Cucum-
bers ripen there. Towards Chicoutimy the gentlemen of that
Post have Gardens which produce Cucumbers, Melons, Onions
and in a word every thing that is produced at Quebec.  Towards
Lake St. John and all around it the lands are excellent. The
Jefuits formerly had a Convent and a Farm there. Some Plum,
Apple, and Cherry trees and fome Vines planted by them still ex-
ist and the furrows made by the Plough are to be difcerned. This
Settlement is at the entrance of the River Metabitshuan, I
have gone fifteen leagues up that river and found the foi! fine and
very fit for cultivation and a favorable climate. West of that ri-
ver is that called Quitgatshouan, the foil and climate of which are
fimilar to thofe of the foregoing. Two leagues north of that ri-
ver is another called Ouitgatshganifth, which I have afcended
eighteen leagues as far as its fource. "The climate and- foil in all
that tract is like the foregoing. For twenty-five leagues in af-
cending the rivers Miftafsini and Afsuapmousoin which flow into
Lake St. John, the foil and climate are equally good as far as the
foot of the Rapids of the river Afluapmousoin. There, many
rapids and mountains occur for fixty leagues. It freezes there al-
most every month of the year, and the lands being besides co-
vered with stones a few Potatoes are all that could be cultivated.

From thence to the neighbourhood of Lake Miftafiini there is
very little good land, all that part of the Country consifting of
marthes, fwamps and fand. 'The environs of Lake Miftafsini
which I have feen do not appear to me to admit of cultivation.
1 have never feen more than two or three feet of fnow, except in
one year, when it feil to the depth of five feet, but this is very
rare. I do not think Lake St. John and Lake Miftaffinis more
liable to ftorms than the parts of the Province along the river St.
Lawrence. The north west wind is the most common. There is
fufficient depth of water in Lake Miftafsini for Ships of War,
but there being many large Iflands in it, it would be difficclt to
navigate and a good Pilot would be neceflary. I think there is
not more rain in Spring, Summer and Autumn than in the Dis-
trict of Quebec, and ftorms and thunder are lefs frequent.

Following the river Miftaflini to the right of that of Afluap-
moufoin, for fixty miles ina N, N. E. direction, the foil is very
fubftantial and fit for cultivation. In tbat whole tract there are
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no mountains and although that land is more to the north the cli-
mate is neverthelefs good in confequence of the fouthern afpect
of the ground and the fthelter afforded by the mountains in the
rear, from the north wind. Beyond thofe mountains the Land
is not fufceptible of cultivation.

North East of the river Miltafsinis on leaving [.ake St. John is
the River Peribaka which I have mentioned. It flows from the
north eaft. I have gone about ten leagues up that river, and the
foil along both Banks isa clay which admits of cultivation. The
climate refembles that of Lake St. Jobn.

. North East of the River last mentioned, is another called Kon-
cuatim (the Dog’s Owl,) I ascended it feven or eight leagues—the
{oil and climate refemble that which I have just defcribed.

‘On leaving Lake Afsuapmoufoin for Lake Uashkué-ta-uka
(fource of the river St. Maurice,) for a diftance of nearly fifty
miles, theland is not fit for cultivation confifting only of fands,
marfhes and {fwamps—and on defcending that river for fifty-five
léagues as far as the river Utchaskushipi, the land is only fic for
cultivation in places, being interfected by mountains. The rest
of the ground as far as Three Rivers is interfected; but there are
considerable Tracts where the foil and climate are adapted to cul-
tivation.

It is to be remarked that although very often the margin of

.rivers of a certain magnitude do not admit of cultivation, upon
removing a little from the fhore or upon pafsing the mountains
which skirt thofe rivers, there is always found a level Country,
where the foil is fertile to a very great diftance, and the foil along
the fmall rivers which empty themfelves into the larger ones is
invariably good and fertile for a very great diftance. )

Q. What kinds of Timber did you obferve in the Countries
you have just defcribed ?

" A. From Tadouffac to the foot of the rapids Pemonka for 2
tract of 75 leagues or thereabouts, there is 2 great quantity of
lofty trees, consifting of white pine, red pine, (Norway pine;)
Ash, Spruce of every kind, Elm, Black-birch and Maple besides
feveral other kinds ot Timber as white Birch, Poplar, Afpen,
grey and red Spruce &c. &c. &c.. i
. Do you think the various building Timber you have men-
tioned could be brought by the feveral ftreams you have mention-
ed, to fome place where they might be fhipped for exportation by
the River §t. Lawrence? )
. A. Timber may be felled on the Borders of the feve_:ral R'nvet:s
which flow into “Lake St. JohnNand Lake Tsinogomi, which if
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drifted along the shores of each of thofe Rivers would of them-
felves float to Chicoutimi where vessels may come and they might
be-shipped there as I have before faid.

Q. What Indian nation inhabits that Country ?

A. The Mountaineer nation. Their Indian name is ¢« Papi-
nashual” which means ¢« Laughers” or « Sneerers”—and: in
fact they are fuch. They are even accuftomed to give Perfons
whom they fee for the first time a nick-name, in_order to ban-
ter and laugh at them without its being perceived by them—and
they even amufe themfelves in bantering each other, which they
do fo adroitly that the Perfon who is the But, feldom: perceives
that he is fo. They are of a mild, charitable and hospitable
character, but exceflively cowardly. -

Q. What is the number of the Families of that mation: who
inhabit that part of the King’s Domain which you have designa-
ted ?

A. There are three Families at Tadoufsac, nine at Chicoutimy;
twelve at Lake St. Yohn, and nine at Afluapmoufoin making
thirty-three families, consifting one with another of five persons
and forming a total of one hundred and sixty-five fouls.

Q. Has that nation increafed or diminifhed:since you first vi-
fited thofe Parts ?

A. Tt has decreafed more than one third,

Q. To what caufe do you afcribe that ?

A. Tothe failure of the animals on which they fubsist in
Hunting: There is nota year in which fome of them do not die
of want and hunger, when they go into the Forests to hunt: 1
know that in one winter eighteen perfons died in this way, and I
think that in a few.years that nation will be extinct.

Q. Have you a knowledge of any tradition among the Indians
respeting the Jefuits who formerly inhabited Lake- St John
concerning their occupations, and the causes which have made
them abandon that place ?

A. I have heard the Indians fay. that the Jefuits only cultivated
the ground.on a very fmall fcale, merely for the wants of their
Settiement, That their principal occupations were to inftruct
the Indians in Religion—That they alfo traded with the Indians,
and that for that reafon, the Company-of the Indies at the time,
expelled them from that place.

. (12? Do you think the Indians could be induced to cultivate the
oi )

A. No—I do not think fo, because they are too indolent an
despife thofe who follow agriculture. I have often endeavoured
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to induce them to cultivate fields of Potatoes, I have furnifhed
them inftruments, as Spades, Hoes, &c. for preparing the ground,
I have mereover given them feed potatoes—I have even maintain-
ed them and given them Rum to induce them to till the ground,
but as soon as the fun began to warm them, they threw away the
inftruments and abandoned every thing to wander through the
woods.

Q. What is the extent of the hunting ground of that nation ?

A. They hunt over the whole extent of the Country which I
have juft defcribed, allotting to each family a certain tract of
ground.

Q. In what manner is that division eftablifhed, and what is the
fpace allowed to each family and when is that divifion made ?

A. When a father has feveral fons it is he who affigns to each
the portion of his domains which he choofes they should
occupy, and that partition is fo fcrupulonfly obferved among them,
that the whites cannot induce them to encroach upon the Lands
of an other, even when compelled by hunger to kill an animal on
the Domain of another they leave the fur or the hide of the ani-
mal to the proprietor. I have faid it is with the utmoft repug-
nance that they enter the Lands of another when compelled by
the whites, which is in my opinion, a proof that it is the latter who
corrupt their morals. They equally respect the nuptial bed and
when they violate it, this alfo is due to the examples of the
whites. .

Q. What might be the expense of fitting out a Canoe with a
fufficient crew to travel from Tadouffac acrofs the country you
have defcribed, and defcend by the River St. Maurice, and of what
do the food and provifions which it is necefsary to take on that
journey confist, and what length of time is neceffary for perform-
ing ir.

A. There would be required— L

1. A large Canoe of five seats capable of containing eight per-
fons, which would cost, £7 10 0

2. Four Voyageurs or hired perfonsat £6 each, 24 0 0

3. Their fubfiftence, confifting for

each in 100 Ibs. of flour, £0 15 0
60 Ibs. of pork, 5d.1 5 0

§ bufhel of peas, 44.0 3 O
£2 3 0

£8 12 0©
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4. Wages of an experienced Guide, - 50 0 0
5. Subfiftence as above, 2 8 0
6. Two Tents, 12 0 0
7. Pots, Kettles, Axes and other neceffary utenfils, 3 0 0

8. Rum for the five Men for the Journey, twelve
Gallons at 4s. 8.0
£89 13 0

The above applies to a Canoe performing that journey without
ftopping, and without hunting. ) .

This journey might be performed in one month and a half, but
allowance muft be made for delays occafioned by the winds or bad
weather on the Lakes. . ‘

Voyageurs who are allowed to hunt and fih for their fupport,
and who have time to do so, may make this journey for fomewhat,
Jefs.

Voyageurs who are paddling their Canoes and croffing carrying
places all day long, make three meals a day, which are not regu=
lar meals; they eat as much as they can. Their mornings meal
confifts of pork and bifcuit ; that made at noon, of pea or flour,
foup, (that made of flour is called ¢ Sabane,”) with pork and
bifcuit ; the evening’s meal confifts of pork and bifcuit or flour.

Sabane is made with broth of pork or other meat, if there be
any, with Aour which is ftirred up in it.

Alexander Fraser, Efquire, Lieutenant Colonel of Militia, re-
fiding at Temifcouata, made anfwer as followeth : :

Q. Have you had any,and what means of becoming acquaint-
ed with the River Saguenay or Lake St. John,and the Streams
and Rivers which fall into them refpectively ?

A. 1 afcended the River Saguenay in 1802 and 1803, on ac-
count of the North Weft Company ; 1 did not particularly no-
tice the courfe of the many small Streams which difcharge their
waters into the Saguenay. There are two Rivers equal in fize to
the Saint Maurice, which difcharge themfelves into the Lake Saint
John; one takes its fource at Lake Miftaflini, the other from a
range of fmall Lakes at the height of land, navigable for fmall
canoes or light boats; the Current is quick ; many Rapids_and
Portages.

Q- What is the Length, Breadth, Depth, and Courfe of the
Saguenay ?

A. The diftance from Tadouffac to Cup a I'Est is twenty
leagues. The breadth about three miles ; the depth at leaft fifty
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fathoms. The beach on each fide is bounded by mountains and-
fteep {-ocks, from Cap a {’ Lst to Chicoutimy; ditance five leagues;
the River lefs deep ; the appearance of the Country better : fome
good land. 'The Saguenay continues three leagues to the ¢« De-
chaﬁrgc du Lac St. Jean :” its courfe tends, I believe, to north-
weft.

Q. What are the Streams which fall into that River or into
Lake St. John ; their length, breadth, depth, and courfe refpec-
tively. How and for what diftance navigable, and what fpecies of
fith are found in the faid River Saguenay, or in Lake St. John, or
in the Streams that empty themfelves into either of them?

A. 'T'he principal Stream is the Difcharge of Lake St. John,.
which is confiderable : the River Chicoutimy is small, so is the St.
Marguerite and St. Jean, about ten or twelve leagues diftance
from Tadouflac. The Fifh taken in the Saguenay is Salmon, at
Tadouflac is Cod, alfo the other fpecies known 1n the St. Law-+
rence ; in Lake St. John good ¢ Poisson Blanc,” Pike, Chub and
Doré; to the north eaft fide of the Lake, (ac Mr. Charles Taché,
Senior, hasinformed me) quantities can be taken with nets in the
Spring, and probably a great part of the year. :

Q. What are the other Lakes in the Country commonly called
King’s Pofts, and what are their fizes, fhapes, pofitions, depth of
water, and fufceptibility of navigation refpectively, and what are
the various fpecies of fith produced therein, and in what quan-
tities? '
A. In general the country is well watered with Lakes of va-.
rious depths and surfaces, and fithy.

Q. What is the fize, fhape, and extent, and of what depth is
Lake Miftaffini, fituated upon the Leight of Land between Hud-
fon Bay and Lake St. John, and what {pecies of fith are produ-
ced therein ?

A. I have seen but a fmall part of the Lake Miftaffini; by re-
port it is of a great fize and depth ; the fith are Trout, {of 201bs.
weight,) Poison Blanc, Doré, Carp and Pike; great numbers
can be taken the whole year. The Country is rocky, with little
foil ; the climate cold, and only fit for its prefent pofleflors, the
natives of the place. .

Q. What is the diftance of the fources of the River St. Mau-
rice or the Black River, as it is fometimes called, and the fources
of the Gatineau River, from the fources of the Rivers that empty
into Lake St. John: describe particularly the appearance of the
country, and the fources of thefe and of any other Rivers which
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take their rife therein, as well from your own obfervation, as from:
information npon which you can depend ?

A. « Lac des Sables, par la route des canots,” is about fifry
or fixty leagues from Three-Rivers, a few leagues north « 4 /g
hauteur des terves,” is, I believe, where the St. Maurice takes its:
fource; on its way to the St. Lawrence there are a few Streamy
which join the St. Maurice, fit for fmall canoes only, The coun-
try from « JIsle aux Loutres,” three leagues above the St. Mau-
rice Forges to three leagues above “ /e Poitage de la Tuquey,’ a
diftance of about thirty leagues, with little exception, the foil and
climate promife to reward the labourer’s induftry. The Timber,
the fame kinds asin the neighbourhood of Quebec, with the ex-
ception of Oak. The Fifh are few, and confilt of Chub, Carp
and Poison Blare.

From Cap ¢ I’ Est on the upper part of the Sagueniy to the
west side of Lake St. John the foil is good, and I believe stretche
es more than two leagues inland with a furface fit for cultivation,
a carriage way can be opened from the entrance of the difcharge
to the Lake St. John at a moderate expenfe, as that fpace (about
three leagues) of ground is reputed to be of an excellent quality.:
The Rivers, Afsuapmoufoin and Miftafsini, which difcharge into
Lake St. John, take their rife at the height of land give about the
fame quantity of water as the St. Maurice ; are impeded by many
Falls, Portages and Rapids; the Country is rocky with little foil,
{wampy, many lakes of moderate extent, fay from two to nine
miles in length, generally oblong, two to four fathoms deep.

Q. Is it practicable to afcend the Saguenay in Indian Canoes
pafs through Lake St. John, afcend one of the ftreams which fall
into it, and after any, and what portages defcend the St. Maurice
at Three Rivers and has. this route been practiced for any and
what length ot time, and by whom, and what are the difficulties
obstructions or dangers to be encountered, upon the faid route,
and are there any trading Posts upon the fame, and if fo how
fong have they been eftablifhed, what is their number and how
situated ? ‘ »

A.In the Autumn of 1802, Angus Shaw, Efqr. afcended the
Saguenay to the height of land by the River Afsuapmoufoin:
thence west or nearly to the fource of the St. Maurice and des-
cended to Three Rivers, it is probable this route was frequented -
foon after if not before the conquest of Canada, Mr. Chas. Taf-
ché, Senr. has had frequent fpring meetings with the Indians for
their Furs on the St. Maurice; the difficulties are answered by
the 6th Queftion. ‘
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‘There are four Pofts on this Communication, of which three
are within the King’s Pofts department, viz :—Chicoutimy, Lake
St. John, Lake Assuapmousoin, the fourth at the Rat River,
twenty leagues up the River St. Maurice : at times, for the advan-
tage of the trade, (mall Pofts are placed at certain diftances.

Q. What are the advantages and difadvantages of the Port of
Tadouffac : when does the Navigation of the Gulph at that Port
commence and end ; and at what period of time is the Saguenay
frozen over, and when does the ice disappear therefrom.

A. James McKenzie, Efquire, or J. B. Taché, Efquire, have
wintered at Tadouflac, they can give a fatisfactory anfwer.

Q. What are the animal, vegetable and mineral productions
of the Country commonly called the King's Pofts ?

A. My ftay at the King’s Pof(ts did not permit me to make any
enquiry on thefe fubjects, (and indeed I am not qualified,) as I fel-
dom could remain more than two or three days each vifit at the
fame place. Mr. McKenzie, I prefume, will return an answer.

Q. What is the quality of the foil, timber, climate, extent of
cultivable ground, as well of the country lying between the mouth
of the Saguenay and Lake Miftaflini, as of the Country lying be-
tween the Tources of the St. Maurice and the cultivared parts of
the Diftrict of Three-Rivers near its mouth; and what is the
course, depth, and breadth of the faid River St. Maurice, and are
there any and what obftructions to its navigation, and what is the
nature and defcription of the interior country lying behind the
exifting {ettlements, hounded on the one fide by the Saguenay,
‘Lake St. John, and the Streams which fall into the latter Lake,
and on the other fide by the River Saint Maurice ?

A. From la Pointe aux Alloucttes, weft fide of the Saguenay,
there is a fpace of about nine miles in front, by two or three (and
likely more) miles in depth, where a Settlement might be made 3
‘thence to Cap d¢ "Est and on to the Lake St. John, the climate,
foil and timber are much the fame as at St. Paul’s or Mal Bay;
the weft fide of the Lake St. John fhews a gradual rife for two
‘or three leagues : the foil is reported to be good, it is covere«ri with
fine large wood, fuch as Maple, Cedar, _Elm, Birch, &c. Three
leagues north weft and north, by the River Aﬂ’uapmoufom, the
country is rocky, with little foil, the wqo_d of {mall growth.

I believe the courfe of the St. Maurice to be nearly north;
from July to September this River is {hallov‘", and may be cro_ﬁ'ed
‘about knee deep; the breadth about a mile ; the obftru;nqns
‘confift in many unavoidable portages. I have not been in the in-
‘terior between the Saguenay and the St, Maurice.
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Q. Have you had any and what means of becoming acquainted
with the Country which lies with the St. Maurice on one fide
and the River Ottawa on the other, and it fo, are there anyand
what navigable ftreams therein, and how navigable and for what
diftance and are there any, and what Lakes on the faid tract of
Country, and what is their fize, depth and fituation, and do
they produce any and what {pecies of Fish, and what is the cli-
mate and quality of the foil, what Trees grow in the faid Coun-
try, of what fize and what are the vegetable, animal and mine»
ral productions of the fame. ¢

A. Ihave no knowledge of the Country lying between the St
Maurice and Ottawa River.

Q. Are there now in the faid two tracts of Country any Tribes
of Indians, and what are their numbers, manners and means of
.obtaining a livelyhood, and have their numbers increafed or di-
minifhed fince you first became acquainted with them, and if
they have fo increafed or diminifhed to what caufe or caufes, do
you attribute their increafe or diminution.

A. There are three tribes of Indians, the Montagnais the
Tetes de Boule, and Algonquins, within thefe two tracts of
country, their manners are much the fame, their number is fmall
for the extent of ground they occupy, their means of livelyhood
are precarious depending moftly on the chace, in a poor Country.
T believe they have diminithed in confequence of the many hard-
thips they are forced to bear.

. Q. Are there any and what Traditions amongst the faid In-
dians relative to the late order ot Jefuits and to their laboursa-
mongst them, )

A. The Montagnais or Ichini tribe up to the Lake St. John,
repeat their prayers, and read the Catechifm in their Language.

Joseph Bouchette, Efquire, Surveyor General of Lower Ca-
nada appeax_'ed, and made anfwer to the following Queﬁiohs.

Q. Does it appear by the Records of your Office, that any
‘meaﬁfres were taken to carry into eflect the 44th and 72d articles
of His Majefty’s inftrutions dire¢ted for James Murray, Efgr.
Governor of the Provizce of Quebec, and dated 7th December
1762:, now read to you : and if {uch meafures were taken, how,
and in what manner, and by whom were the faid articles carried
into effect ? '

_A. By referenceto certain Records in my Office, together with
the knowledge I pofsefs of the nature and defeription of the in-
structions of the Honorable the Lords Commiffioners for Trade
and Plantations to my Predeceflor in ©Office; the late Hon. Samucl
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Holland Efq. it appears that elaborate Reports and Maps were
made and traf{mitted from time to time to their Lordthips, and
that every poffible information was therein contained which
feemed to embrace the requirements under the 44th and 724 ar-
ticles of His Majefty’s Instructions to His Excellency James Mur-
ray, Esq. Governor of the Province of Quebec, dated 7th De-
cember 1763, to whom reports were alfo made, therefore it
might be inferred that His Majefty’s Inftructions were fatisfalo-
rily carried into effect, by His Excellency the then Governor
in Chief.

In answer to the fecond part of this query, it appears that the
ative part conducive to the ends propofed in the faid articles
were concentrated in, and carried into eftect by Major Holland,
whole diftinguithed and fcientific talents prom.oted eflentially the
views of the Honble. The Lords Commifsioners for Trade and
Plantations in the attainment of as perfect a Topographical, Sta-
tiftical, and Hiftorical account, as was then praticable, not only of
the Province of Quebec, butalfo of His Majefty’s Dominions in
the northern Diftrict of North America, of which he was Survey-
or General.

How and in what manner this general and important fervice
was accomplithed is fummarily as follows:—an eflimate of the
expenfes attending a general furvey of His Majefty’s dominions
in North America, was fubmitted to the Honble. The Lords Com-
miffioners for Trade and Plantations, which was approved by His
Majefty :-——This Eftimate embraced :—

Frst, an allowance for a Deputy at Quebec in the abfence of
the Surveyor General. )

Secondly, a certain number of Affiltant Surveyors and Drafts-
men,

Thirdly.—Surveying parties, taken from the military, who re-
ceived extra pay to affist in the various Surveys and to ferve as
Camp Colours, Chain-men &c. and to make signals on the tops of
Mountains :— L

Fourthly :—An allowance for extraordinary expenfes for
Guides, Horfes &c. together with an allowance for feveral fetts
of Aftrcnomical.and Surveying Infiruments, Pocket Compafses,
Chains &c. making an aggregate fum of £1117 12 0 sterling,
for the expenfes of the operations effefted in the year 1764.
Great facility was afforded to the Surveyor Geperal and his De-
puties in the profecution of the Service, by having at his difpofal
a King’s vefsel, Boats and .Boat’s Crews, whenand wherever be
required them :—The enfuing yeoar 1765-a propofed plan of ope-
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rations was fubmitted, with projects of subdividing divers parts of
His Majefty’s Dominions, into Diftriéts, Counties, Townfhips,
and Parifhes, and the amount thereof is omitied, but may be ea-
fily deduced from a comparative eftimation of the expenfes that
were incurred the two following years :—In 1766 the expenfe was
£1784 4 0 sterling, and in 1767 was £1601 14 0 sterling;
fuch are the general outlines of the manner in which this fervice
was carried on, and the expenfes which attended it.

Q. What, in your eftimation, would be the best mode of car~
rying into effect His Majelty’s faid infiructions, in refpect to the
Lands in the rear of the exifting Settlements, and lying between
the Ottawa, the River St. Lawrence, and north west boundary of
the Province. as well of the unsettled lands lying between the
a€tual Settlements on the fouth side to the svuthern boundary of
the Province, and what would be the expenfe of fuch Survey ?

A The most effectual mode of carrying into execution, under
the requirements ftated in His Majesty’s Inftruétions of 1763, a
furvey of the unexplored and extensive Territory in this Province,
lying North West and South East of the River St. Lawrence and
North Weft of the Ottawa to its extreme Boundaries, would be
the adoption of that general {yftem purfued by my Predeceflor in
Office, when alting under and in conformity to fuch inftrutions
in the execution of the surveys performed in the Province of
Quebec, and in other parts of the northern Diftricts of North A-
merica, as ftated in my previous an{wer,

I therefore conceive in order to effect fuch an important Service,
that an annual eftimate of the probable expenfes to be incurred
in its accomplithment, fhould be fubmitted to His Majefty’s Pro-
vincial Government, together with a Plan of operations for each
fucceflive year ; and I have reafon to believe that were £1000
per Annum for two or three years appropriated for forwarding
this important service, the numerous advantages and refources
which would flow from fuch a meafure to this Province, and to
the State at large, by increasing both the Agricultural and Com-
mercial Interests of the Colony, and obtain in the courfe of fuch
a furvey new materials for improving the fcience of Philofophy in
its various branches, natural Hiftory, Mineralogy &c. &c. which
are objecls not less important in their confequences, and would
tenfold compenfate for the expenses thus incarred.

In order to illuftrate in some degree the advantages which fuch
an undertaking would produce, it may not be uninterefting to of-
fer the following'brief exhibit of the general extent and outline
features of the (gquntry to be furveyed and explored. '
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Lower Canada comprehends an extent of Territory of about
150,000 fuperficial miles :—of that great fuperficies, not more
than about 25 to 30,000 may be faid to have been explored and
tolerably known, and about one half thereof atually surveyed :
Therefore it appears that about 4-5ths of Lower Canada remain
unexplored and but little known, and even that is obtained from
sketches and defcriptions through Travellers, Traders, and Abo-

“rigines of the Soil, the Indians.

On referring to the moft recent Maps of Canada, it will be
perceived however, that numerous large Rivers flowing towards
the Sf. Lawrence and taking their rife in the Mountains which
divide théfe waters from thofe which difcharge themfelves into
Hudfon’s Bay, traverfe an immenfe tract of Country; the moft
confiderable of which are the Saguenay, the St. Maurice, and
the- Grand or Ottawa River :—The Saguenay which is navigable
for large veffels to Chicoutimy a diftance of about eighty to nine-
ty miles and thence for Boats to Lake St. John's, fertilizes in its
courfe a wide expanfe of Country, by innumerable tributary
fireams and branches on either fide, which thould form a com-
parative view of the extent of Territory fit for Culrure lying a-
long the borders of the St. Lawrence and its branches, poffefs
equal advantages in a proportional degree :—The {ame may be
faid of the Ottawa whofe principal fource rifes in Lake Temif-
kaming traverfing to its confluence into the St. Lawrence a {pace
of .Country of about three hundred miles :—The River St. Mau-
rice, although not fo wide as either of the former, winds through
as great a {pace of Country as the Saguenay :—Can it be doubted
that poflefling fuch natural advantages, fuch exhauttlefs treafures,
that any encouragement held out with a view of colonizing that
valuable tract of Country would fail in its object ? )

Were I therefore to offer a plan of furveying operations, I
fhould for the firft year direct my attention to a Trigonometrical
furvey of the Ottawaand the Saguenay, and an exploring furvey
of the St. Maurice; to the Southward of the St Lawrenf:e, I
would confine myfelf to the exploring of the River Etchemin to
its fource, and determine its exact diftance and pofition with the
River St. John’s which are alfo objects very deferving of immedi-
ate notice.

Q. A:e there any, and what returns of Grants of: Lanfl ﬂ‘n;-
veyed and Granted, made by you to the Lords Of.Hls Majefty’s
Treafury, or to any other Officers of His Majefty in Great Bri-
tain ?

A. Noge.
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Q. Does it appear that any fuch Returns were made by yeour
Predeceflor or Predeceflors in Office?

A. I know of none having been made by my predeceflor in
Office to the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury but when he was
more immediately employed on the general furvey of the Nor-
thern Diftrict of North America, he from time to' time not only
made Returns to the Board of the Honble. the Lords Commiffi-
oners for Trade and Plantations, but kept up a regular corref-
pondence with its Secretary and feveral of the Honorable Mem-
bers of that Board.

Q. 1. What is the total number of Grantees of Militia Lands
fince the last Peace made between the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, and the United States of America ?

A. I cannot exactly fay, but the quantity of Land granted un-
der Patent to the Militia, does not much exceed eight or ten
thoufand Acres.

Q. 2. What is the whole quantity of Lands which has been
granted to them by Patents or Location Certificates ?

A. I have already ftated that the quantity granted was {mall,
but the total quantity granted under Location Certificates; will
appear by the accompanying ftatement marked (A.) in which are
diftinguithed the Militia, the Military and Emigrant Locations.

Q. 3. What is the total number of Men entitled ta receive Mili-
tia Lands, and who have not yet received them ?

A. Not knowing the exat humber of Men who have ferved
in the Militia during the late American War, I cannot confe-
quently fay how many are entitled to receive Lands:—nor can I
fay who have not received them :— it is however evident that a

" quantity exceeding feven hundred thoufand acres at least, is re-
quired for the Militia who have ferved during the War, accor-
ding to the proportions ordered by His Majefty; and it will ap-
pear by the accompanying ftatement (B.) that 411,300 Acres
have been furveyed and fubdivided in the Field, exclufive of the
Crown and Clergy refervations, and out of that quantum of A-
cres, although the Militia Locations amount to only 113,465
Acres, yet I have reafon to believe that there are a number of
orders of Council paffed in favor of Officers and Privates of the
Milit.ia who have not as yet taken vp their Location Certificates,
and it is moreover proper to remark that at leaft 125,000 Acres
have been certified to the Militia as vacant and Grantable and
whofe applications are in progrefs.

Q. 5. What is the quantity of the laft mentioned Lands ?
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A. This query is anfwered by my anfiver to No. 3.

Q. What is the expenfe of the furvey of a Militia Townthip
and have there been any, and what number of Townfhips fur-
veyed for the Militia of Lower-Canada, and where are the fame
fituated ?

A. The average cofts of {urvey of the outlines and fubdivifions
of a Townthip are from £230 to £250.

The following Townfhips and parts of Townfhips have been
furveyed for the Militia :—the half of Frampton, Cranbourne,
Leeds, three quarters of Ireland, three quarters of Invernefs,
which Townthips are fituate in the Diftrict of Quebec :—half
of Halifax, half of Chefter, three quarters of Wolfitown, half
of Ham, parts of Dudfwell and Weedon, part of Stanfold,
Horton, half of Warwick, the augmentation of Afton, half of
‘Wendover, and part of Brandon, which Townfhips are fituate
in the diftrict of Three-Rivers:—and the one half of Kilkenny,
in the Diftrict of Montreal.

Q. What is the whole quantity of wafte Lands of the Crown
in Lower-Canada granted to European Emigrants fince the laft
general Pacification of Europe, and in what quantities have the
faid Lands been ufually granted to the faid European Emigrants,
and in what parts of the Country?

A. The quantity of the wafte Lands of the Crown located to
Emigrants and Military is ftated in the ftatement marked (A.)
the proportion located to Emigrants may be about one half, ge-
nerally located to them in 100 and 200 Acre Lots; and the prin-
cipal Townthips in which they have been located are Chatham,
Rawdon, Dudfwell, Godmanchefter, Hinchinbrook, Grenville,
Hull, Afcot, Eaton, Newport, and fome in Leeds, Halifax, In-
vernefs, Ireland and Chefter.

Q. What in your estimation is the present Population of Lower-Ca-
nada?

A. The following Statement is my estimation of the Population of
the Province of Lower-Canada, grounded principally upon the Curés’
Letters and other sources of information, which I had reason to believe
could be depended upon.
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POPULATION OF LOWER-CANADA.

Seigniorial Population. Total Popuia-

\f “Townshi PRI
I(\:ames' of Povulat io}; tion in each
ounties. Catholics. | Protestants. P ' County.
B
Gaspé, 5000
Cornwallis, 18012 378 205 18595
Devon, 13341 13341
Rertford, 15239 15239
Dorchester, 17189 200 310 17699
Buckinghamshire, 21467 830 10718 36415
Richelieu, 23771 779 4338 28883
Bedford, 9747 84351 3277 21455
Surrey, 16520 16520
Kent, 12610 12610
Huntingdon, 30715 5097 4797 4C609
York, 26970 1000 2853 30823
Montreal, 26480 11058 37538
Eflingham, 15625 300 15928
Leinster, 22697 165 22862
‘Warwick, 16714 42 16756
St. Maurice, 18300 582 18882
Hampshire, 12700 12700
Quebec, 22339 6000 28339
Northumberland, 11038 200 11238
Orleans, 4082 4082
364411 l 34400 26705 425516
RECAPITULATION.
. { North side of St. Lawrence 56359
District of Quebec 1 South side of Do. 4 TIE15 133674
. . North side of Do. 18882
District of Three-Rivers South side of Do. on074 47856
S ' North side of Do. 123904
District of Montreal South side of Do. 120082} 243986

- Total 425516
Clorgy and Nuns in District of Quebec, 217

Ditto, Do. in Tbree. Rivers, 52
Ditto, Do. in Montreal, 180
449
. i 3 425965
Supposing a mean of 100 Parishes having 10 te 20 Protestants
not included in this Statcement, 1500

Grand Total, 427465

—

Q. Have you any means of forming any reasonable conjecture of the
quantity of cultivated ground, as well as that of uncultivated ground
within the limits of the old Seigniories of the said Province ? And during
the last twenty years, does.it appear to you that the average encrease of
ground under culture bore a due proportion to the augmentation of the
Population; and can you form any apBroximation to that proportion ?
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A, To obtain this approximation it is necessary to resort to some
known fact, stating either the Population or the average quantity of
Ground under Cultivation at some particular period, upon which a pl. u«
sible inference may be drawn to answer this query somewhat near tae
truthe  Assuming 3,744,853, the quantity of Arpents under cultivation
and improvement in the year 1814, in the three Districts collectively, as
stated 1n my Topography, Pages 88, 286, and 875, and the present Po-
pulation, say 428,000 souls as a basis : deduct therefrom the Population
of the Towns, say 53,000, and adinit now that one seventh of the re-
mainder hold Farms of Ninety Superficial Arpents on anaverage, which
tallies nearly with the Population of 300,000 Sculs, exclusive of the
Towns, in 1814, in proportion to that first stated quantity of Land then
under cultivation and improvement ; next it may be fairly allowed that
the Population of Lower-Canada doubles itself in 24 or 25 years at most,
therefore the Population exclusive of the Towas might average in the
year 1800, about 188,000 Souls, and in the same proportion of one se-
venth thereof possessing Farms of Ninety Superficial Arpents, there
must have been about 2,£17,130 Arpents then under culture and im-
provement ; it will therefore be perceived, that in the space of fourteen
years, the culture of the ground had encreased by 1,287,728 ; and from
1814 to the present time, its increase should be 1,076,532, which to-
gether would infer that the culture of the ground had about doubled it~
self, as the population since 1800. But on the other haud, while Popu-
lation increases in a geometrical, the means of subsistence increase in an
arithmetical ratio ; thus 3,744,858 Arpents in a state of culture and im-
provement, which isthe average of one third of the Lands granted en Ficf
and Seigniory in 1814, 4,821,390 Arpents, which is the proportion of
Land that should be at present in a state of culture, now forms, accord-
ing to the population upon this mode of calculation, but the one half.of
that total quantiry thus granted. I would therefore presume that an in-
crease of 2,404,260 Superficial Arpents of Seigniorial Tenure, should
be the due proportion of Land ina state of improvement and culture, ac-
cording to the increase of Population sioce the year 1500. Although
that increase of Land under cultute should prevail, yet I am of opinion,
that one half of the Seignicrial Lauds collectively,.are not in tl_lat advat}-
ced stage of improvement, and have not increased in a proportional ratio
to the increase of population since twenty years, especially, as I conceive
that the Population upon a regular Census, may be founfi to be somewhat
greater than is shewn in my last Statement on that subject. )

Q. What, in your estimation, would be the best mode of effecting
Settlements, as well upon the Militia Lands by the Militia Men, to whom
the said Lands bave been or may hereafier be granted, as upon Lands
granted or to be granted unto European Emigrants, and settled by
them? . . .

A. I have already had the honor of stating to this Committee my
epinion on the subject, which will be seen in my answer Page 104, of
the Sixth Report of your Committee :—I will however add, that upoz
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the event of a Township being appropriated in each District for the
Militia, with the object of close settlement, that Militia-men who have
obtained Locations in other Townships, should be permitted to exchange
them for others in the Townships so selected.

With respect to Emigrant Settlements, the present system of Town-
ship Agents seems to answer the end proposed.

@A)
STATEMENT of LANDS located in the Surveyor General’s Office,
from the 1st January 1817 to the 31st January 1824.

Located to Militia. Located to Emigrant; ‘ Total located in all the

and Military. Townships.
Acres. Acres. l Acres.
113,465. 141,267. 254,732.

(B.) :
Lands surveyed in the following Townships, exclusive of the Reserves,

Ireland, . . . . . 34800
Chester, . . . . . 22400
Halifax, . . . . . 21400
Frampton, . . . . .. 22800
Blandford, . . . . . 40400
Augmentation of Aston, . « 11000
Wolfstown, . . . . - 83200
Augmentation of Ham, . : . 23600
Cranbourne, . . . . 35600
Warwick, . . . . . 20400
Brandon, . . . . . 18800
Horton, . . . . . 13400
Kilkenny, ., . . . . 20600
Dudswell, . . s . s 26000
Inverness, ., . . . . 34200
Caxton, . . . . .« 82700

Total, 411300

Paschal Taché, Efquice, Seignior of Kamouraska anfivered to
queftions put by the Committee in the words following :m

I have wintered six times at the Post of Lake Saint John an
have passed twelve years at the Post of Chicoutimi—I have; there-
fore, had an opportunity of knowing the River Seguenay and
Lake St. John, as alfo the rivers and ftreams which refpectively
difcharge themselves into it. _
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The River Saguenay is navigable for twenty-five leagues fron:
its mouth by the largest ships of the line, and for thirty leagaes
by vefsels of two hundred and fifty tons burthen, at high tide ; at

_that place it is necefsary to pafs a carrying place to reach Lake
Saint John ; the River Saguenay is half a league wide at its

. mouth and farther upwards it is from a league to a league and a
half wide : its mouthis east and it runs W. N. W,

Of eighteen ftreamlets which empty themfelves into the Sague-
nay and Lake St. John not one is navigable. The Rivers which
run into the Saguenay are, first : the river Sainte Marguerite, it
is feven leagues from the mouth of the Saguenay.to the N. E. and
is navigable only for bark canoes by making feveral carryings; I
donot know its courfe—2ndly, the little river Suinte Jean, it is
three leagues above the river Sainfe Marguerite and runs into
the Saguenay on the fouth west side; I do not know whether it
be navigable.—3rdly. the river de lo Baie des Ha-ha called by
the indians Weshkuewasha, it empties itfelf into the Saguenay on
the fouth west side, it is navigable in bark canoes, and communi-
cates with the River Malbaie by means of feveral carrying places,
I do not know its courfe—it is twenty-two leagues from the
mouth of the Saguenay—4thly. La riviére @ Vdlin, it empties it-
felf into the Saguenay on the N. E. side, it is four leagues above
the Baie des Ha-ha, is navigable in bark canoes and by means of a
few carryings communicates with the river Pessiamitsh, it runs
N. N.E.; I know its courfe for five leagues and in that {pace there
are five short carrying places. 5thly. the river Chicoutimi, where
the post of the fame name is eftablithed, is twenty eight leagues
from the mouth of the Saguenay, it difcharges itfelf on the fouth
‘west side and has its fource from the lake T'sinougamitsh, on the
fouth west side of this lake there are two navigable rivers; viz:
the Riviére des Sables which communicates with the Montmoren-
ci River by means of carrying places and the ri\_'er Upikuba which
communicates with the river Batifcan, it is navigable by perform-
ing some portages, 1 do not know its courfe. To reach Lake
Tsinougamitsh there are {even carrylng places to crofs within the
fpace of eight leagues. "T'he longest <_)f these carrying places is
three quarters of a league long beginning at the post, the oth'er
six- are from eight to twenty arpents long; at the upper end ‘of
the said lake there is a carrying place of half a league which leads
to the little lake Z'sinpugamilsish which latter empties itfelf by
la rivieve des aulnets into la Belle Riviere which falls into Lake

. St. John, there are two carrying places of five arpents ﬂeacb.
6thly. La riviére des terres rompzées Lriver of broken Lands] falls



114

into the Saguenay two leagues from Chicoutimi, this river is navi.
gable for birch canoes and communicates by carrying places with-
the great lake Minikouagan, I know its courfe for five leagues it
runs N. N. E. At the mouths of the rivers Sainte Marguerite,
Saint Jean, and Baie des Ha-ha, falmon and falmon trout are
caught in the months of June and July. No fish is caught in the
Saguenay except {mall trout. A considerable number of porpoi-
ses ascend the river as far as la pointe aux roches three leagues be-
low Chicoutimi. A few whales alfo go up as far as the riverSainte
Margucrite. The Lake Saint John abounds with Pike, from
three to five feet long, Cat Fish, and with dwenanish fish, resem-
bling faimon, but much fmaller and of much finer flavour.
The Rivers which flow into Lake St. John are feven in num-
ber, all navigable for Birch Canoes, 1. La Belle Riviére, it dif=
charges itfelf at the entrance of the Lake. 2 ©. The River Mita+
bitshuan, where there was formerly an eftablifhment of Jefuits,
it communicates with the River Batiscan, by a few carrying pla-
ces. It abounds with Pickerel. 3°. The River Wiatshuan, it
communicates with the River Saint Maurice, it abounds in white
fish, which come there in October to fpawn at the foot of the
fall—I do not know its courfe 4 ©. The River Wiatshuanitsh
runs W. 5. W. and alfo communicates with the River Saint
Maurice. 5 ©. The Assuapmousoin, rans W. N. W, and commu-
nicates with the River Saint Maurice having about thirty carrying
flaces. There is a confiderable rapid in this River, and it vfual-
y takes four days to afcend it by ufing the poll, it is about fifteen
leagues long, there is a poft eftablifhed fixty leagues from its
mouth, which bears the name of the River, from that poft, fitu-
ated on a Lake which may be four leagues long by three quarters
of a league broad, a South Weft courfe is purfued in order to re-
gain the River Saint Maurice, From that Poft to one of the
fources of the St. Maurice, the diftance is thirty Leagues.,
6 ©. The River Mista-ushinitsh does not take its fource from the
Lake of the fame name, I only know its courfe for thirty leagues.
After leaving this River and proceeding Weftwards the Lake
of Father AlGanel is reached—thirty carrying places between
Lake and Lake being croffed—and fr