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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
SATURD.1Y, 29th Not'ember, 18~S. 

ReJoh'ed, That a Committee of seven Members be appointed to take 
into consideration that part of His Excellency the Governor in Chief's 
Speech at the opening of the Session of the LegIslature on the 16th 

-December 1820, which relates to the settlement of the Crown Lands, 
with power to send for person~, papers and records, and that the Com
mittee have power to report, from time to time, by Bill or Bills or other
wise. 

Ordered, That Mr, Stuart, Mr. Saint Onge, Mr. Joseph Perrault, 
Mr. O'Sullivan, Mr. Viger, 1\11'. Heney and MI'. Bourdages do com· 
pose the said Committee. 

Attest. 
W~I. LINDSAY, Clk. Assy. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
FRIDAY, 5th December 1823. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bureau be added to the Committee. 

Attest. 
W)I. LINDSAY, Clk. Assy. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
WEDNESDAY, 24th ;December 1823 

Ordered, That the Petition of the Chiefs and other Indians of the 
Huron Nation, residing at Lurette, be referred to this Committee. 

Attest. 
WlII. LIND SA Y, CIk. Assy. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
~EBNESDAy,7th January 1824. 

Ordered, That the Message of His Excellency the Governor in 
Chief relating to the Escheat and Forfeiture of Lands to the Crown, 
delivered this day, with the document accompanying the same, be referred 
to the said Committee. 

Attest. 
WM. Lli'i'DSAY, Clk. Assy. 
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YOUR COMMITTEE HUMBLY REPORT, 

T HAT early in the present Session they resumed the enquiry. !l1to. 
the matter referred to them, and examined a number of Wit

nesses, whose examinations will be found in the Appendix to this Re-
port under the Letter (A.) . 

To 6btain more full information relative to the Country lylDg bet
Ween the River Saguenay allli the River Ottawa, your Committee have 
directed to several Country Gentlemen of this Province, who have had 
means of becoming acquainted with that Tract of Country, a Series of 
Questions, which, with their Answers to them, when received, will be 
communicated to the House. 

That it became the duty of tire Committee to inquire how far the 
great and manifold abuses which had crept into the administration of the 
waste Lands of the Crown, could be corrected by Legislative Inter
ference. 

One of the most prominent of these Evils wad the exactioft of illegal 
Fees; and particularly from the Militia who served during the last War, 
whereby the glacious and bountiful intentions of His Majesty towardi 
the said Militia have been hitherto prevented from producing their full 
fruit. 

To carry into effect these graci~us intentions of His Majesty, there 
was passed an Act by the Provinc.ial Legislature (59th Geo. Ill. Cap. 
23), imituled, "An Act to appropriate a certain Sum of Money to 
" provide for the expense of laying out Lands for reduced Officers and 
" Men of the embodied Militia, and others, who served during the late 
" War :" by which Act there was appropriated for that purpose a 
Sum of Three thousand Pounds current money bf this Province. 

On referring to the Public Accou~s, it will be fOllnd that of the said 
Sum, there has been laid out a Sum,of Two thousand two hundred and 
ninety seven' Pounds, four Shillings and ten Pence Currency, between 
November 1818 and October 1823, and there now remains a balance 
in favour of that Fund of Seven hundred and tVlO Pounds, fifreen Shil
lings and two Pence Currency. 

A Statement of the Sums expended, and the names of the Township! 
in the Survey, whereon they have been expended, will be fO\Uld in the 
A ppendix of. th!s Report under t he Letter (B.) . 
. The descrlp[lon of ~he Grantees.of the ~and s? surveyed distinguish
Il1g those who served In the EmbodIed Mllttla dunng the late War, with 
the quantities granted to the said Grantees, will be found in the Ap
pendix to this Report under the Letter (C.) 

. To .pr:vent th.~ exaction of illegal ~ees, your Committee reported a 
Bill. mtltuled, . An Act for the rehe~ of the Subject in more effec
.. tually enforcmg the Royal Instructions of His late Most Gracious 
" Majesty, relating to the Expense and Fees to be allowed upon Grants 
" of the Waste Lands of the Crow n in this Province, and to p\1Oish, 



,~ persons offending against the said Royal Instructions;" which hal 
pas$ed this House, and has been ordered to be taken up to the legisla
tive Council for their concllrrence. 

Your Committee n~xt directed their attention to the old Seigneuriel 
of the Country. These Selgneuries were originally granted In trust to 
regrant to actual Settlers upon certain moderate Rents, and with a 
right in the Selgnior to \=ertajn n1!ltation fines. The Tenant was bound 
to make an actual Settlement. 

These respective' obljgations might be enforced by summary and 
efficacious proceedings-As far as the obligation of the Seignior to 
grant, and the prohibition to sell his Wild Land were concerned, the 
oaly Tribunal competent to enforce the penalties consequent upon a 
Breach of tbis obligation, was composed of the Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, and Intendant for the time being. 

ay the Judicature A\=t no special provision is made for this Class of 
cases, and it became necessary therefore to vest in the Courts of King's 
Bench for the District! of Quebec, Three Rivers, and Montreal respec
tively, Jurisdiction over this matter. 

The Expenses incident to the bringing of numerous Suits against the 
Tenants who had failed to comply wit,h the Conditions of actual Settle. 
ment and had abandoned the Lands, and ,not unfrequently the Seigniory 
itself, had long been a subject of well founded complaint on t1W part of 
the Seigniors. 

To remedy these two Evils as far as p05sible, your Committee report
ed to this House a Bill, intituled, '! An Act to enforce the Allcient Laws 
" of this Province, compelling Seigniors to concede their Lands sub
.~ ject only to Rents and Service!, and to facilitate the reunion of Lands 
" ep rolure to the Domaine in cas~s where the same may be demanded." 

The inconveniences, which in His Majesty's Instructions to James 
Murray, Esquire, Governor of the Province of Quebec, dated 7th 
December 1765, are stated" to have arisen in many of our Colonies in 
.. America from the granting excessive quantities of Land to particular 
.. peraons who have !rever cultivated or seUled the llame, and have 
.. thereby prevented others more industriolls from improving the same ;" 
have notwithstanding the various precautions taken by His Majesty's 
Government been realised in this Colony to an alarming extent. 

This part of the subject. was immediately brought under the conside
ration of the House by a Message of His Excellency the Governor in 
Chief, bearing date the ,7th January instant, and which has been refer
red by the House to Your Committee. 

'fhe Message of His Excellency the Governor in Chief is to the fol
lowing effect; 

.. The Governor in Chief having long felt the necessity of taking steps 
to effect the Escheat and forfeiture to the Crown of large tracts of Land 
held' under Letters Patent in the Townships of this Province, on which 

A 2 
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,; no improvements have been made according to the ConditiQlls oftbe Pa., 
tents granting tIle same, recommends to the Ass~mbly" to ad~pt m~asur~~ 
for removing, by Legislative enactments, the various difficulties which, tn 

the present state of the Law applicable to this subject, mu"t attend and very 
much embarrass any oroceeding for reuniting these Lands to the Crown." 

" The extent and' nature of those difficulties will be.t be shewn by the 
accompanying Copy of a Report of the Law Officers of the Crown, 
upon a reference made to them by the directions of the Governor in 
Chief in the month of March last." 

The Report of the Law Officers of the Crown referred to in the fore. 
going Message, will be found in the Appendix to this Report under the 
Letter (D ) 

Your Committee have bestowed their most serious attention upon the 
foregoing Message of His Excellency the Governor in Chief. They are 
cOllvinced that t he most effectual Legislative "aid ought to be afforded 
to the Provincial Government to enable it to carry into effect the wise 
and beneficial measures referred to in the Message of Hii Excellency. 
The particular Legislative enactments required in this behalf will how
ever require much consideration. 

Your Committee will with all diligence prepare and report to the 
House, a Bill containing such provisions as in the opinion of your Com
mittee arc'best calculated to carry into effect the intentions of His Ex
cellency the Governor in Chief, as expressed in the foregoing Message. 

The extreme denseness of the population of Lower-Canada, whiCh 
appears to your Committee to have encreased and to continne to increase, 
in a much higher ratio than that in which the clearings extend into the 
Forest, and the productive powers of the Earth are brought forth, 
rendered it a matter of anxious enquiry with your Committee what the 
population of Lower-Canada now is, and what has been and is the ratio 
of its encrease. 
Th~ close connexion of this subject with the measure of reducing 

excessive Grants of Land was felt by the Government of His Most 
Christian Majesty, and by a Decree of the 4th June 1675 (which is 
t? be found in the Appendix to the Report under the Letter (E). in. 
tttuled "Acte pour retrancher les Concessions de trop grande hendue et 
" pour faire un reeensement," provisions were made embracing buth these 
objects. 

The importance of knowing the exact amount of the en crease of the 
Inha?itants was duly apprec~ated br: His Majesty's Government, and ac
cordingly by the Seventy third Article of HIS Majesty's Instrllctiom to 
James Murray, Esquire, already referred to and dated 7th December 
176:3. which article there is reason to believe is one of the, general arti
cles of His Majesty's Instructions :_ 

It is provided as followeth; " You are from time to time to send 
.. unto Us, by Our Commissioners for Trade and Plantations as afore-
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"~aid, an account of the Increase and Decrease of the Inhabitants, 
" White, and Blacks, and also an account of all persons burn, christened, 
.. and buried." 

It was probably in pursuance of a General Order of the Governor in 
Council for the time being, made to carry into effect the foregoing Ar
ticle of His Majesty's In<trucrions, that the Proth"notaries of the 
Courts of King's Hench for the Districts of Quebec, Three-Rivers and 
Montreal, have annually delivered to the Governor for the time being, 
Tables of Births, Marriages, and Deaths in the different Towne, and 
Parishes of thi< Province, which Tables are made from the duplicate Re
gisters of Baptisms, Marriages, and Deaths, which the Parsons of the 
different Part shes are by Law bound to transmit annually to the said 
Prothonotaries. 

Your Committee have obtained from the Prothonotaries of the several 
Districts all the Copies of thelie Tables which remained in their respec
tive Offices, viz: for the District of Quebec, from 1791- to the 
year I82l both years inclusive, in which last year it having been inti
mated to the Prothonotaries from the Committee of Audit of the Exe
cutive Council, that the usual allowance of Ten Pounds for this 
Service would no longer be admitted, the Prothonotaries havc ceased to 
make such Tables. _ 

For the District of Three·Rivers, from the year 1791 to the year 
1822 both inclusive: And for the District of Montreal, fur the year 
1803,1810,1811,1812, 1813, 1814, 1815, 1816, 1820, 1821 and 
1822. 

From these anthentic documents, Your Committee have framed 
Synoptical Tables fur the Three Districts respectively, which Tables 
will be found in the Appendix to this Report under the Letter (F. ) 

To obtain further information upon this matter, a motion was directed 
by your Committee to be made in the Hou~e, and it was aceordingly 
moved and resolved therein. 

" That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Gov
" ernor in Chief, praying he will be pleased to order to be laid before 
... this House, Copies of such Statements of Baptisms, Marriages and 
" Burials as have been transmitted to the Governor, Lieutenant Gov
"ernor, or person having the Administration of the Government 'of this 
" Province f1r the time being, by the Prothonotaries of the Districts of 
" Montreal and Gaspe, from the date that the same have been so trans
" mitted, and of the District of Quebec, for the years anterior to one 
" thousand Seven hundred and ninety four, and of the District of Three 
" kivers, for the years anterior to One thousand seven hundred and 
" ninety one," 

The above Tables do not comprise the Townships nor the District of 
Gaspe. 

As to the latter, the Commissioners appointed in virtue of an Act of 



6 

the Provincial Parliament of the 59th year of the Reign of His late Ma
jesty George the Third,intltuled,'" An Act to s:cure the ~nhabitallts 
of the Inferior District ~f Gaspe, in tqe possesSlUn and enjoyment of 
their Lands," in obedience to the Orders of His Grace the late Duke 
of Richmond, Governor in 'Chief, directing the said Commissioners in ad
dition to the provisions of the said Act, , to give ~h,eir atte?tion. ~o the 
state of the fisheries in the said District, and reqUlrmg their opInion as 
to the most proper mode of enc.)uraging the sam.e ; to ta.ke a Ce,nsus .of 
the Population and to ascertain" the state of Agnculture In the said DIS
trict, the nature of its SOil and its various productions, the genera~ qua
lity of the unsettled Lands, the places best suited for tbe location C5f 
Settlers, the state of'the internal Communications ana places most in 
want of highways al.d Roads, ,and in general all su~h information as 
might, in any wise tend to the Public utility," did on the twenty seventh 
December one thou, and eight hundred and twenty, make their Report 
to His Excellency tlie Earl of' Dalhousie, Govern,H in Chief, which 
said Report IVa' on the 2'Sth day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred a,.d twenty one, laid before the House. 

A Table intituled, "Cemus ilOd General Slate of the District and 
County of Gaspe III the Province of Lower-Canada," whi'ch was sub
joined ttl tbe said, Report by the said Commissioners, will be found in the 
Ap?endix to this Report uuder the Letter (G.) 

You:' Committee have no infurmation relative to the Number of the 
InhabilantsOf 1 he Townships, nor of the Births, Marriages and Deaths, 
Registers not being generally kept there. 

To obtain information upon this subject, there was on the fourteenth 
April, One thousand eight hundred and seven, ordered" That an bum~ 
hIe Address be presented to His Honor the President of this Province, 
prayiug that he may be pleased to order a Census to be made of all the 
Inhabitants of the .aifferent Townships on the south side of the River 
St. Lawrence, stating the Countries of which they are Natives, the time, 
they have resided in thi,s Province, whether they have qualified themsel. 
ves as llntish Subjects, the number of Males and Females, and also an 
Account of the Number of Acreq of Land in a state of cu!tivalOn in 
each Tewnship respectively,'as nearly as the sarile 'can be ascertained, and 
the num~er of ~ales within the ~ge limited for serving as l\1ilitia-men, 
for tIle InformatIOn of the. LegISlature at the l'iextSession ihereof and. 
to assure His Honor that 'tl118 H!)u&e will make R:ood the E;;;ense 
thereof." , 

To this Address, His H?nor the President was pleas~d to answer, "As 
I have every reason to beheve that I shall be relieved'in I he Administra~ 
tj~n of thi~ Govern.ment before the necessary steps can be taken for ob
~ammg th~ mformatton requested in y~ur present Address,' I can only say 
m. answel thereto, that I sh~ll nO.t fall to lay it before the Govern\lr or 
Lieutenant Governor on their arnvill." 
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On the twenty-fourth February One thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen, a Bill "to authorize a Census and Statistical Returne of the 
Province of Lower-Canada," passed the Assembly, and wall sent to the, 
Legislative Council, but did not pass that budy. 

A Bill fur the same purpose passed the Assembly in One thousand 
eight hundred and nineteen, and was likewise lost in the Legislative 
Council; another in One thousand eight hundred and twenty; another 
in one thousand eight hundred and twenty two; and another in One 
thousand eight hundred and twenty three, met the same fate. 

A Bill for the same purpose wa~ sent up to the Legislative Council 
by the Assembly early in the present Session. 

Your Committee regretting as t hey must, that a m(asure which would 
seem at all times useful, and at the present moment, when the House is 
occupied in regulating anew the representation, essentially necessary. 
should not have had the concurrence of that HonoUiable Body, do not 
feel themselves entitled to inquire into or to indulge even a conjecture of 
the reasons which could have led to the rejection oft his Bill year after 
year. 

Your Committee lastly carefully examined His Majesty's Instructions 
relating to the granting of Lands with a view of ascertaining ""Rether 
the abuses in this branch of the Administration had arisen by reason (Jf 
any error or insufficiency in the system of granting laid down by His 
Majesty's said Instructions, or whether these abuses were not rather 
due to circumstances extrinsic from and unconnected with the said 1n
atructions. 

The object of these Instructions appears to have been to organize a 
more effectual system of Checks than had been obtained in the old Bri
tish Colonies, and thereby prevent the occurrence of thooe evils and abu
ses in the granting of Landt, whereof the Records of the Board of 
Trade and Plantations and of His Majesty's Privy Council, must have af~ , 
forded so many proofs. 

The Officers within tbe Colony whose powers and duties in relation 
to this matter were to be regulated, were :-

1st. The Governor, Lietltenant Governor or Person Administering 
the Government. 

2nd. The Surveyor General. 
Srd. The Registrar. 
4th. The Auditor of Land Patents. 
Sth. And lastly there was to be established an ultimate controlll over all 

the officers within the Colony, to be exercised by a Public Board in Great 
Britain. 

And first as to the power of the Governor for the time being to grant 
Land. 

To ascertain what this p9wer is, and how it is to be exercised, we must 
loo~ at the Commission of Captain General and Governor in Chief vf 
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the Province of Quebec, given to James Murray, ~sqtJire, and dated 
at Westminster, the twenty-first day of November, In the fourth year 
of the Reign of His iate Majesty,-which Commission has been com
pared with the Com":!issioll giv~n to. Si.r Danvers Osborn, ~arollet. 
Captain General and Governor In Chief In and over the Provlllce of 
New-York, dated at Westminster the first dayof August in the twenty 
seventh year of the Reign of His lale Majesty, and which are to be 
found in a collection of several commissions and other 'public instru. 
J)lentsproceedir.gfrom His Majesty's Royal Authority, and other pa. 
'pers relating to the then Province of Quebec in North America, 
since the Conquest of it by the British Arms in one thousand seven 
hundred aad sixty, collected by Francis Maseres, Esquire, His Ma
jesty's Attorney General in the said Province,-published at London 
in one thousand seven hundred and seventy two: And has also been 
compared with the Commission of His Excellency the present Gover
nor in Chief, whereof your COlbmittee has caused a copy duly authen
ticated to be laid before them. 

The Clause in the Commission to James Murray, Esquire, is as fol~ 
loweth. "And we likewise give and grant unto you full power and au
" thonty, by and with the advice and consent of our said Council, to sct
ce tIe and agree with .the inhabitants or our said Province, for such Lands, 
.. Tenements and hereditaments, as now are, or hereafter shall be, in 
.. our power to dispose of, and them to grant to any person or persons 
CI upon such terms and under su('h moderate quit Rents, services and ac
" knowledgments, to be thereupon reserved unto us, as you, with the 
" advice aforesaid, shall think fit, which said Grants are to pass and be 
" sealed by our Public Seal of our said Province, and being entered up
" on Record by such officer or officers as sha1l be appointed thereunto, 
" shall be good and effectual in the Law against us, our Heirs' and Sue
" cessors." 

•• Provided, the same be conformable to the instructions herewith de. 
I< livered to you, or to such other instructions as' may hereafter be sent 
" y.?u u~der o~r S~gnet a~d Sign Manual! or by Ou~ Order in Our Privy 
" Council, wlllch InstructlOns or any artIcles con tamed therein, or allY 
" such Order made in our Privy Council, so far as the same shall relate 
" to the granting of Lands as aforesaid, shaH from time to lime be pub
" lished in the Province, and entered on Record in like manner a:> the 
" said Grants are hereby directed to be entered." 

The Clause in the Commissiou to Sir Danvers Osborn is in the same 
words, down to the Proviso, which is not to be found therein. 

The Clause in the Commission of His Excllency the present Gover. 
nor in Chief, is as foHoweth :-

" A~d w~ do like~ise give and gra?t unto you full power and au
cc thonty wtth the adVIce of our Executive Council of our said Province 
" of Upper.Canada and Lower-Canada to ~rant Lands within the sai4 
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" Provinces respectively, which said grants are t:> pass and be sealed 

" with our Seal of such Provinces, and being entered upon Record by 

u such Officer or Officers as shall be appointed thereunto, shall be good 

" ane effectual against us, our Reir3 and Successors. Provided, never_ 

.. theless, that no Grants or Leases of any of the Trading Posts in our 

.. saId Provinces, shall, under colour of this authority be made to any per. 

u son or persons whatsoever, untIl our pleasure thereon shall be signifie4 

" to you." 
It is to be ob~erved, that the Proviso contained in the Commission 

given to James Murray, E<quire, limited the power contained in the said 

Commission to grant Lands; embodied virtually and substantially His 

Majesty's Instructions in the said Commission; and rendered inoperative 

any Grants of Lands made by the Governor in Council contrary to those 

Instructions. 
Copies of the Commissio,ns of the Registrar and of the Auditor of 

Land Patents are- subjoined to this Report under the Letter (G.) 

The wise and salutary jealousy which the before mentioned Proviso 

in the Commission to James Murray, Esquire, manifests, pervades the 

wlloie of the T nstrllctions of One thousand seven hundred and sixty.three. 

The Governor was not authorised to determine upon the claims of 

the old Inhabitants of the Province to Land, in virtue of Grants or 

Concessions made before the signing of the preliminary articles of Peace, 

on the third day of November, One thousand seven hundred and sixty 

two, when it appeared that those Inhabitants were in possession of more 

Lands than were contained within such Grants or Cl'ncel'sions-He wag 

ordered" to represent such claims to His Majesty, by His Majesty's 

Ie Commissioner& for Trade and Plantations, to the end that he might 

" receive such directions thereupon as the nature and circumstances of 

" the case shall appear to require." 
The Governor was ordered to cause an accurate survey to he made of 

the Province "in order to the advantageous and effectual settlement 

" thereof, and that the true state thereof should be known" which survey 

when made, he w .. s to report to His Majesty by His Majesty's Com

missioners for Trade and Plantations. 
Although it is said, " that as the making such Surveys will he a work 

" of great length, you are in the mean time to carryon Settlements 

" upon that 1'lan which appears to you to be most expedient, from the 

" best information you Can collect." Yet the Instructions proceed to 

order that the Settlements shall be made in Townshiils, and give the most 

minute directions as to the form and dimensions of those TOWlJships, as 

to the Towns to be erected t herein, and the reservation to His Majesty 

of proper quantities of Land" For erecting Fortifications, Barrackt 

." where necessary, 01' for other Military or Naval Services, and more 

" particularly for the growth and production of Naval Timber, if there 

" are any Wood Lands fit for that purpllse ;" "and for Churches and 

" Glebes." 
B 
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It was not competent for the Governor to cause surveys to be made 
by any others than sworn surveyors, who were b~und to. make R~pol"t8 
of their surveys to the Governor" as soon as possIble, with a particular 
" description of each Township and the nature of the soil therein." 

Before any warrant of survey could be obtained by a?J: personl!,apply
ing for Grants of Lands it was necessa~y that t~e Petitioners "sh~uld 
" make it appear before the Governor In CouncIl, that .they are In .a 
.. condition to cultivate and improve the same, by settlmg thereon III 
" proportion to the quantities of acres desired a sufficient number of 
" white persons and negroes." 

The warrant of survey was directed to the Surveyor General or other 
proper Officer, and was required to be returned within six months f, om 
the date thereof, provided that the Governor was to take care "that 
" before such warrant is issued as aforesaid, a Docquet thereof be en
" tered into the Auditor's and Registrar's Office." 

The Grant when issued was required to be in due form, and "that 
" the terms and conditions of the said Instructions should be expressly 
" mentioned therein." 

In the exerci~e of the discretion of the Governor, as to the quantity a£ 
Land to be given to each applicant, the most particular directions are 
to be found 10 Art. 5], e.ven as to the form of the Lots. 

Over and above the above mentioned duty of the Surveyor General 
to make returns of his surveys, he was enjoined" once in every year or 
" oflener, as occasion shall require, to inspect the state of all Grants of 
" Land made by the Governor and make report thereof to the Governor 
" in writing, specifying whether the condition therein contained had or 
" had not been complied with, or what progress had been made towards 
" fulfilling the same, and he was annually to transmit copies of such re
.. port to His Majesty's Commissioners for trade and Plantations. 

The Duty of the Registrar was to enter a Docket of the Warrant of 
the Survey before the same issued to the Surveyor General, alld to en
register the grants within six months from the date thereof. 

The Duty of the Auditor of Land Patents was to enter into his Office~ 
also a Docket of the Warrant of Survey, before the same issued to the 
Surveyor General-And a Docket of the Grant was to be entered in 
the Auditor's Office, "in case such establishment shall take place ill 
" our said Province." In default of compliance with these Orders it 
was declared that the Grant should be void. 

It was further ordered that Copies of all these Entries should be re
tllrned regularly by the proper Offi~er. to His Majesty>s Commissioners 
of the Treasury, and to the CommISSIOners for Trade Plantations and 
within six months from the date thereof. ' 

To give publicity to these Instructions, the Governor was directed 
as soon as.posiible to cau~e a Publication to be made, by Proclamatioll 
or otherWIse,. as he shoula dee":, ~ost adviseahle, "of all, each and every 
" the foregOing Terms, CondItions and Regulations, (If every kind res-
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~, peeting the Grants of Land," and he was to take such steps as he 
should think proper " for the publishing of such Proclamations in all 
" the colonies of North America." 

It is not easey to conceive a better combined system of checks than 
that which the Instructions, whereot an outline has been above submitted 
by your Committee, exhibits. 

The only remaining source of abuse was the practice of purchasing 
colourable Titles to Lands from the native Indians, an,1 a remedy to thi8 
Evil which had produced so much mischief in the old British Colonie;, 
seemed to be provided by the Proclamation whereof a Copy is subjoined 
under the Letter (H.) 

Under the above Proclamation doubts were entertained whether the 
whole Body of the English Law, and more particularly that part of it 
which relates to Lands, had not been introduced. 

The proceedings had within the Province by the colonial authorities 
upon this subject, will be found in the Appendix to this Report, under 
the Letter (I.) 

To quiet the minds of tbe people upon a matter of such vast impor. 
tance to them, a measure was recommended by the Attorney General 
of that day, which will be found in the Appendix to this Report 
under the letter (K.) 

The project of Changin~ the Tenure of the Country, came under the 
Consideration of His Majesty's Government in 1772, 1773, 1774. 

The opinion of one of the principal Law Officers of the Crown upon 
" a Plan of a Code of Laws for the Pl'o.llince of Quebec, reported by 
the Advocate General in 1773" embracing the present matter, is in the 
possession of the public and so much of the said Report as relates to 
it, will be found in the A ppenclix to this Report, under the Letter (L.) 

The apprehensions of the people of this Province upon the subject of 
the Tenure of their Lands were tranquilized by the Act of the 14th 
Geo. Ill. Cap. 83 commonly called the Quebec Act. 

The above mentioned Instructions to General Murray were evidently 
founded upon the erroneous opinion that the l'roclamation of 1763 had 
the effect of introducing the Law of England into this Province; 

The statute of 1774 was dictated by more correct views of the 
subject. 

By that Statute it was enacted:-" That all His Majesty's Canadian 
" Subjects within the Province of Quebec, the Religious Orders and 
.. Communities only excepted, may also hold and enjoy their Property 
" and Possessions together with all cu.tom~, and Usages relative 
" thereto, and all other Civil Rights, in as large, ample, and beneficial 
" a manner, as if the said Proclamation, Commissions, Ordinance~, 
" and other Acts and Instruments, had not been made and as may 
.. consist with their Allegiance to His Majesty and subjection to the 
" Crown and Parliament of Great Britain. 
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(C And that in all matters of Controversy, relative to Property and 
" Civil Rights, resort shall be had to the Laws of Canada, 8S the Rule 
" for the decision of the same; and all Causes that shall hereafter be 
.. instituted in any of th~ Courts of Justice, ,to be appointed within 
" and for the said Province, by His MajeSty, his Heirs, and Successors, 
.. shall, with respect to such Property and Rights, be de,termined agree
" ably to the said Laws and Customs of Canada, untJ~ they 8~al1 be 
" varied or altered by any Ordinances that shall, fr,om tIrne to time, be 
" passed in the said Province by t~e Go~ernor, Lleute~ant Govern?r, 
" or Commander in Chief, for the time bemg, by and with the advice 
" and consent of the Legislative Council of th~ same! to be appoi~ted 
" in manner herein after mentioned :-AccordlDgly IJl the Instructions 
next following the passing of that Statute maintaining the ancient Te. 
nures of this Country, viz. 

" The instructions to Guy Carleton, Esquire, Captain General and 
cc Govemor, in and over the Province of Quebec, in America, and of 

cc the Territories dependant thereupon, dated St. James's, 3d January 
" ] 775, it was provided, as follows: , 

Art. 38. "By our Commission to you under our Great Seal of" 
cc Great Britain, you are authorized and empowered with the advice and 
" consent of our Council, to settle and agree with the inhabitants of our 
" said Province of Quebec for such Lands, Tenements and Heridita. 
" ments, as now are or .hall hereafter be in our power to dispose of". 
• It is therefore, our Will and Pleasure, that all Lands which now are or 
hereafter may be subject to our disposal, be granted in Fief or Seigniory 
in like manner as was practised antecedent to the Conquest of the said 
Province, omit.ting however in any grant that shall be passed of such 
Lands, the reservation of any judicial powers or privileges whatsoever: 
And it is our further Will and Pleasure, that all grams in Fief or Seig
niory so to be passed by you as aforesaid, be made subject to our Royal 
ratification or disallowance, and a due Registry thereof within a limited 
time, in like manner as was practi~ed in regard to grants and concessions 
held in Fief and Seigniory under the French Government. 

The ,war which commenced soon after tbe passing of the Quebec 
Act, and which terminated in the Peace of 1783, affords a sufficient 
reason for an intermission of grants during that period. 

Upon the conclusion of the Peace of 1783, the consideration of this 
subject was resumed by His Majesty's Government, and" in the articles 
" in the instructions to Lord Dorchester in 1786, as are not contained in 
" the instructions to Guy Carleton, Esquire, in 1775 also such articles 
" or parts thereof, in the same instructions in 1786 ~s are altered from 
" the instructions to Guy Carleton, Esquire, in 1775," 

His Majt:stY,aftu st~ting:_" th~t many ofllis Loyal Subjects, Inhabi
" tants of HIS Colol~les and Provlllces, then the United States of Arne
" rica, w:re desirous of retaining: their allegiance, and for that purpose 
" were disposed to take up and Improve Lands in the Province of Qlle. 
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&. bec. and that His Majesty being desirous to encourage his said Loyal 
.. Subje,cts in such their intentions, and to testify His Majesty's appro
" bation by allotting Land s for them." 

Proceeds to direct :-" that immediately after YOII shaIlleceive these onl" 
.. instructions, you do direct onr Surveyor General of Lands for our 
" said Province of Quebec, to admeasure and lay OUI such a quantity of 
.. Land as you, with the advice of onr ('ouncil, shall deem necessary and 
" convel~ient for the settlement of our said Loyal ~ubjeets, and the non. 
" commissioned Officers and p, ivate Men of onr Forces wh:ch may 
" have been reduced in our said Province, who shall be desirous of be
.. coming settlers therein; such Lands to be divided illlo distinct. 
" Sel'gniories or Fiefs, to extend from two to four leagues in frunt, and 
.. from three to five leagues in depth, if situated upon a navigable River 
" otherwise to be run square, or in such shape, and in such quantities 
" as shall be convenient and practicable, and in each Seigniory a glebe 
" to be reserved and laid out in the most convenient spot, to contain not 
.. less than three hundred aCTes, nor more than five huudred acres, the 
" property of which Seignieuries 01" Fiefs, shall be and remain vested iIi 
.. us, our heirs and successors, and you shall allot lIuch parts of the 
" same as shall be applied for by any of ollr said Loyal Subjects. non: 
.. commissioned Officers, and Private Men of our Force-, reduced as 
" aforesaid, in the following proportions; that is to say," &c. 

On the 25th August 1790, a reference was made by His Excellency 
the Right Honourable Guy Lord DorcheHer to the Honourable the 
Legislative Council of the Province, upon the expediency of changmg 
the tenures of the country into the tenure by free and common soccage. 

The reference, as well as the proceedings had thereupon, will be found 
in the Appendix to this Report under the letter (M.) 

In the same spirit as these Instructions, it is provided by the Constitu
tional Act," that all Lands which shall be hereafter granted wit hi" the 
.. said Pro.ince of Upper-Canada, shall be granted in free and common 
" soccage, in like Olanner as Lands are now holden in free and common 
" soccage in that part of England called Great Britain, and that in eve
"> ry case where Lands shall be,hereafter granted within the said Province 
" of Lower-Canada, and where the Grantee thereof shall desire the 
" same to be granted in free and common soccage, the same shall be so 
" granted, but subject nevertheless to such alterations, with resp~ct to 
" the nature and consequences of such tenure of free and common soc
.. cage, as may be established by any Law or Laws which may be made 
" by His Majesty, his heirs or successors, by and with the advice alld 
" coment ofthe Legislative Coun.;il and Assembly of the Province." 

After the passing of this Statute, Proclamations were issued by the 
Governor for the time being, inviting Settlers to establish themselves in 
the Towilships of this Province, which Proclamations will be found in 
the Appendix to a Report laid before the House, upon the subject of the 
present reference, on the 23d of February 1821. 



As to the proceedings had in pursuance o~ these Proclamations, rour 
Committee beg leave to refer to a Report ~f the permanent Committee 
of the whole Council to His Excellency Sir Robert Shore MJlnes, Ba. 
ronet Lieutenant ·Governor of the Provln(."C of Lower-Canada, &c. &c. 
bearil~g date "Council Cllambers, Quebec, 26th ~ay 1801," which 
will be found in the Appendix to a Report submitted to the House, 
on the subject of the present reference, upon the 17th March 1823, 
and whereof the fullowiflg is an extract. ., 

" Early in the yellr 1792, when the Land Grant1~g busmes! -:vas en
l< tered upon, in consequence of the Royal Instructions fra~ed 10 con
c< formity to the provisions of the Ca~ada Act, th~ Comr~lIttees of ~he 
U whole Executive Council were presided by Wilham Smith, EsqUJrl!', 
.. His Maje5ty's Chief Justice of the Province, a Gentleman who had 
c. been 10nCT conversant in the practice of the Land Granting Depart
t. ment in ~he former Colvnies of N!!w-York and New-Hampshire; and 
.. at the outset of the business, the Chairman, after observing, that, • an 
c abundant population of these Colonies was the main object of the 
• Royal Instructions • proposed a detailed plan of proceeding, and 

the Commiltee chose in the mode of proceeding suggested by the Chair.' 
.. In consequence of the mode thus adopted, and bl"fore many of 

.. the most essential points connected with the business, such as the 
" expenses of the Survey, the position of the Reserves, or the Appoint
.. ment of Commissioners had been ascertained and adjusted, Warrants 
« of Survey were in the course of a few months issued to divers persons, 
&< for upwards of 150 Townships of ten miles square." 

.. The uncertainty respecting the particulars above mentioned and 
.. others causes, suspended the further progress till towards the close of 
" June 1794, when [he business was resumed by order of His Excellency 
" Lord Dorchester, at this periud the formerChairman, William Smith. 
" Esquire. had paid the debt of nature, and the duty of presiding in 
" Committees of the whole Council, devolved on his Successor in the 
" Chief Justiceship, and soon afler five additional Members were called 
.. to the Executive Council." " :rhe very important business of the Land Granting Department 
.. bemg a novelty, as well to the succeeding Chairman as to the new 
.. Members, it became their duty to acquaint themselves both with the 
.. Rules ~ssigned for ~heir cOl1du~t by His Majesty's Royal J nstructions • 
.. and with the antertor pl"Oceedtngs of the Board from its first Institu • 
•• tion, as they appeared upon the records of the Council." 

" D.pon p~rusing the very elaborate Report drawn up by the late 
•• ChaJr(~an, lOt ro~uc!ory to the plan of proceedings by him suggested • 
.. and after observmg the numerous orders that had been issued in con
.. sequence thereof, it appeared evident to the Committee, that both the 
.. theory laid down, and the practice adopted were in manifest violation 
.. o~ ~is Majes~y's ~nstructions.-For whereas, the 35th Article of the 
.. Bala InstructlOns IS of the tenor following:" 
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, And in order to prevent any persons disaffected to us and our Go
e vernment, from becoming Settlers in our said Province of Lower-Ca
, nada, it is our will and pleasure, that no \Varrants for SurveyinO" 

Lands be granted by you, or the Lieutenant Governor, or pers,)n ad
, ministering the Government for the time being, unless the person or 
, persons applying for the same, do at the lime of making such ap-

plication, besides taking the usual Oaths directed by Law, also make 
, and subscribe the following declaration in your or his presence, or in 
, the presence of such person or pel sons as shall by you or him be ap
, pointed for that pnrpose, viz: I, A. B., do promise and declare that 
, 1 will maintain and defend to the utmost of my power, the authority 
, of the King in his Parliament, a-, the supreme l.egislature of this 

Province.' , 
" Nevertheless in direct opposition to the Royal will and Pleasure, 

" Wal'lants of survey for upwards of lEO Townships, have been issued 
" at a time when no Commissions for the purpose in the said InstructlollS 
" had been even appointed." 

" To rectify this manifest mistake, to preserve the faith of Government 
" as implied by the grant of the Warrant of survey. and to prevent the 
co like evil in future, the most effectual remedy that occurred to the 
" Committee, was to recommend the issuing of ~ertain orders in Council 
"as set forth in the Appendix (D). and since that time no "'arrant of 
" .urvey has been issued, but in conformity to the Royal Instructions," 

" The existence of the error as well as the detection of it, together 
co with the efforts of His Majesty's Council to obviate any prejudice that 
"might arise therefrom, were well known to the Memorialist, altho' it 
" might not suit his purpose to state them, and also to the parties inte
"rested, so that the repeated endeavours of the Council to restrain unau
" thorised settlement, by their repeated order issued during the cour@e 
" of several years, and the public notoriety of the fact, may well justify 
" the a~sertion of the Committee on which an inconsistency is attempted 
" to be established." The evidence taken before your Committee as well 
as that before the Committee to whom in the Three last years succes. 
sively this subject has been referred, sufficiently shews that His Majesty'; 
Instructions have not been complied with. 

But so long as the people of this Country could look to the ungranted 
Land in the old Seigniories for habitations, the abuses in the granting of 
Township Lands did not come immediately home to them, and whatever 
might be the misconduct or oppressive Exactions of certain of the Indivi
duals holding these Seigniories, the abuses in relation to them were by no 
means universal, and their removal might be looked forward to by Legisla
tive interposition within the Colony. 

It WolS in this state of things that the Act commonly called the Canada 
Trade Act (3d. Geo. IV. Cap. 119) was passed by the Parliamentoflhe 
lJ oited Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
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That Act purports to b~, " An Act to regulate the Trade of the p:o~ 
.. vinces of Lower and Upper-Canada, and fo~ other p~rposes relating 
" to the said Provinces," and amongst other things proVIdes :-

" That whereas doubts have been entertained whether the Tenure of 
" Lands within the said Provinces of Upper and Lower-Canada, holden 
., in Fie~and Seigniory, can le.gally be change~ ; . 

"And whereas it may matenally tend to the Improvement of stich Lands, 
"and to the general advantage of the said Pro~inces, that ~uch tenu~8 
" may henceforth be changed in manner herem afrer mentioned; Be It 
" therefore further enacted and declared, that If any person or persona 
.. holding any Lands in t he said Provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, 
" or either of them, in Fief and Seigniory, and havmg legal power and au. 
" thorit), to alienate the same, shall at any time from and after the com. 
u mencement of thi~ Act, surrender the same into the hands of Majesty, 
" His Heirs or Successors, and ~hal1 by Petition to His Majesty, or to 
., the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Person Administering the 
., Government of the Province, in which the Lands so holden ~hal1 be 
" situated, set forth that he, she, or they, is or are desirous of holding 
" the same in free and comruon soccage, such Governor, Lieutenant 
" Governor, or Person Administering the Government of such Pro. 
" vince as aforesaid, in pursuance of His Maje,ty's instructions trans • 
• , mitted through His Principal Secretary 01 State for Colonial affairs, 
" and by and with the advice and consent of the Executive Council of 
" such Province, shall cause a fresh Grant to be made to such Person 
" or Persons of snch Lands, to be holden in free and Common SocCilge 
" in like manner as lands are now holden in free and Common Soccage, 
" in that part of Great Britain called England, subject nevertheless to 
" the payment to His Majesty, by such Grantee or Grantees, of such sum 
.. or sums of money as and for a commutation for t he fines and other 
" dues which would have been payable to His Majesty under the Ori
.. ginal Tenures, and to such Couditions as to His Majesty, or to the 
" said Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Person Administering the 
" Government as aforesaid, shall seem just and reasonable. Provided 
.. always that on any such fresh grant being made as aforesaid no allot. 
" ment or appropriation of Lands for the support and mai!:tenanee of 
" a Protestallt Clergy shall be necessary; but every such fresh Grant 
.. shall be valid and effectual without any specification of Lands for 
" the purpose aforesaid; any Law or Statate to the contrary thereof 
.. in any wise notwithstanding. 

And" that it shall and may be lawful for. His Majesty, his Heirs and 
.. ~uccesors t~ commute with any person holding Lands at Gens et Renlel 
., I~ any Gennve or Fiif of His Majesty, within either of the said Pro • 
• , Vlnces, a?d such.~erson may obtain a release from His Majesty of all 
., feudal. ngh.ts ans.lng by .reaso~ of such tenare, .and receive a. grant 
" from IllS HIS Majesty, hIS Helrs or Successors, In free and common 
., soccage, upon payment to His Majesty of such sums of Money as 
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" His Majesty, his Heirs or Successors may deem it to be just and rea
" sonable, by reason of the release and grant aforesaid. and all such 
" sums of Money as shan be paid upon any commutations made by vir
" tue of this Act, shall be applied towards the administration of Jus
" tice and the support of the Civil Government of the said Province." 

It does not fall within the province of your Committee to express any 
opinion upon the right of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, to make Legislative enactments, generally, of 
the nature of those contained in the Act in questiC'n. They will not 
presume to anticipate the opinion of tbe House on this subject. Their 
attention bas been confined to tbe above recited clauses and to their pro
bable effects. 

Your Committee can entertain no doubt that these clauses cnntraven
ing, as they do, the articles of Capitulation and the definitive Treaty of 
Peace-Abrogating the Statute of the fourteenth of the late King. so 
far as it relates to Lands-and in contradiction to t he just and liberal spi
rit which the whole of the public acts of His Majesty's Government 
in England, from the Cession of the Country down to the passing of the 
last mentioned Act, evince, could have received the support of His 
Majesty's Government, only in consequence of the misreprefentations of 
interested individuals, who have led His Majesty's Government to be
lieve, that the change to be operated by that Act would be beneficial to 
His Majesty's Canadian Subjects in this Province, whereas on the con
trary it would operate a great agrarian revolution in the Colony, vest ab
solutely and unconditionally large tracts of Lands in the hands of a few, 
and reduce the mass of the people within no very long period of time to 
mendjcit,,_ 

These' clauses tend also to annihilate the Casual and Territoral Reve
nue, which, as established prior to the Conquest, His Majefty has been 
most graciously pleased to order to ce applied towards defraying the 
Civil Expenses of the Province, as appears by a Mes<age of His Excel
lency the Right Honourable Guy Lord Dorchester, dated 19th April 
1794. . 

In that mefsage it was faid by His Excellency "that this (the 
" Cafual and Territorial Revenue) arifes from various rights <lp
"pertaining to the Crown, fome of' which are not productive. 
" The Governor doubts not but the Houfe will bring forward 
4. meafures to relieve the subject by other duties not objeCl:iona
" ble, if raising the Lods et Ventes, Droit de Quint, (ij'('. up to 
" the legal ftandard, fhould prove oppressive to the people." 

Subsequently an Act was paffed, intituled " an Act for grant
"ing to His Majesty additional and new duties on certain 
" Goods, Wares and Merchandizes, and for appropriating the 
.. fame.towards further defraying the charges of the adminifira

,u tion of ]ufiice and the fupport of the Civil Government within 
C 
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" this Province, and for other purpofes therein mentioned;" by 
which Act permanent additional duties were eftablished, and out 
of them a fum of Five thoufand Pounds Sterling granted for the 
rupport of His Majesty's Government. 

The last and most important fubject of Enql!iry with your 
Committee, was into the meai"ures proper to be purfued for -the 
purpofe of removing the evils and abufes which it had been their 
painful duty to inveftigate and disclose. 

It appears to your Committee that these are fo inveterate and 
touch so many powerful interests within the Colony, that no hope 
of redress from the Provincial authorities can reafonably be indulg
ed, and that it is from the mother Couutry alone that we can 
look for the extirpation of th£>fe evils and abufes. 

Your Committee finds in all the Act~ which can be traced to 
His Majefty's Government in Great Britain, a manifest desire to 
advance the well being of the people of this Province, and fully 
to maintain them in their just rights. 

The remoteness of this Colony, and the little intercourse of it'S 
people with the Mother Country, has rendered it eafy for design
ing individuals to deceive His Majefty's Government, and the pub
lic events which have occurred since the cession of the Country, 
wherein Great Britain was immediately interested, necEssarily di
vided the attention of her lVIinifters and relaxed the controul eX
ercised over the Provincial authorities. 

It will be barely necefsary to recall to the recollection of the 
Houfe, that after the cession of the Country to Great Britain the 
political agitations of the old British Colonies were no longer 
kept within Bounds by the fcar of a powerful external Enemy, 
and the attention of His Majefty's Government, down to the de
claration of American independence, was fully employed upon 
the many fubject, of violent controverfy between the two parties 
which then divided thofe Colonies. That the American revolu
tionary war followed, and then foon after its close the French re
volutionary war, wherein Great Britain contended for existence 
itself, foon followed, and that upon its termination many and. 
most serious matters of public Policy, arising out of the new state 
of Peace, naturally abforbed the attention of His Majefty's Go
vernment . 

. Now. that a~airs are returning to ~hejr old order, your Com
rr.lttee IS convlDced that as His Majefty's Government is now 
able, ~o it woul~ be f?un~ wil.ling, to lifter;' to the humble .Repre
[en tat Ions of Hls MaJefty s faithful Canadlan Subjects. 
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Your Committee therefore recommend, that an humble Ad
drefs be made to His Majesty, praying tbat he will be graciously 
pleafed to caufe to be remedied the various abufes which exist in 
this Province relative to the waste Lands of the Crown. 

All which is nevertheless humbly fubmitted. 
Quebec, 3d February 1824. 

ANDREW STU~RT, Chairman. 

APPENDIX (A.) 

COMMITTEE ROOM, 
THURSDAY, 4th DECEMBER 1823. 

Mr. Stuart, called to the Chair. 
Jos. Frans. Permult, Efquire, one of the Prothonotaries of the 

Court of King's Bench for the District of Quebec, appeared be
fore your Committee and made Answer as follows to the Ques
tions foHowing : 

Q. How long have you been Prothonotary? 
A. Since the Month of May 1795. 
Q. Have you in your poffemon as Prothonotary as aforesaid, 

Tab:es of the Baptisms, Marriages and Burials in the feveral 
Pariilies in this Difirict, and from what date ( 

A. I have thofe Tables complete from the year 1794 to the 
year 1820 inclufive. 

Q. By virtue of what Order were thofe Tables made, and why 
have they been discontinued fince 1821 ? 

A. I found when I entered into Office that the ufage was to 
'prefent to the Government every year, a Table of Baptisms, Mar
riages, and Burials, in the Diftrict of Quebec, for which we re
ceived annually Ten Pounds Currency, and as in 1821, it was in
timated to us hy letter from one of the Boards of the Executive 
Council, that in future we should not be paid for thofe Tables, we 
discontinued making them. 

Q. Will you leave in the hands of the Committee the feveral 
Tables you have jult mentioned that Copies of them may be 
mOlder 

A. Certainly. 
C 2 
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Ordered That a Lett~r be written to the Prothonotaries of the 
teveral Dis~ricts requefting them to transmit to the Clerk of this 
Houfe for the information of this Houfe, with the least poffible 
delay, such a Table of all the Baptisms, MarriagE's" and ~urials, as 
the V are in the habit of transmitting to the Governor, LIeutenant 
Governor, or Perf on Adminiftering the Governm~nt of this Pro
vince, commencing with the earliest Regifters which they have 
kept for that purpofe, up to this time. 

SATURDAY, 6th DECE.MBER 1823. 
Mr. Stuart in the Chair . 
.J os· ph Trepanier, of the Parish of St. Stanislas, on the River 

Batifcan, in the Diftrict of Three-Rivers, Yeoman, appeared be
fore your Committee and depofed as follows: 

This Parish is three leagues and a half from the River St. Law
rence on the north. The Settlements on the River Batiscan go 
two leagues higher up than the fpot we occupy. There are fet
tlements on the River " des En'cies" which falls into the River 
Batifcan, and are about four leagues and a half from the River.
The fmall River "des Chulf's" flows parallel to the River des 
Envies, and alfo falls into the River Batiscan a league below the 
River des Dudes. -

The fettlements both on the River df's Envies and on that des 
Chutes front on thofe refpecth'e Rivers: there are about thirty young 
,men, fons of the inhabitants, who took Lands laft autumn on the 
River des L'nvies-I am not aware of their having taken Locati
on Tickets, nor do I think they have done fo-The whole of thefe 
Lands are in the Seigniory of Batiscan, a part of the Property of 
the late Order of lefuits. It may be 25 or 26 years fince'thefe 
fettlernents were commenced, moft of them have Location Tick- . 
ets, there are about ten of them who have none, and those 
laft mentioned have been fettled ten years or thereabout. Some 
of them have only been fettled five or fix years. I have myfelf 
llad from Mr. Badeaux for the \aft two years an authority to take 
poff'effion. There are few better Lands than the Wafte Lands in the 
Seigniory of Bat if can, they are perfectly level. There may remain 

. to concede in that Seigniory from 300 to 500 Lands and perhaps 
more, and the foil is very good. 

Q. Why are not thofe Lands conceded? 
A. Every year for the laft ten years Mr. Badeaux has been ap

plied to for fome-He told us that he could not grant us any._ 
There is moreover a large number of young men who would 
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have taken fame, and who hal'e been- difgusted by the high rate 
of the Rent required, and they have therebv been di~colJraged from 
taking them-The Rent demanded is fo'ur dollars for three ar
pents in from by thirty in depth. 

Q. Would thofe Lands have been taken by the Sons of our 
Husbandmen if there had been a willingnefs to grant them at the 
ufual rates? 

A. There would have been about three hundred Lands and 
perhaps morc taken. 

Q. How do the young men in your parts proceed for obtaining 
fettlements ? 

A. They wait.-Mr. Badeaux having conftantly led us to hope 
that grants would be made-the delay continued but the promis
ed event has not occurred.-I3efides many young persons remain 
at home with their father and mother, and do not venture to mar
ry becaufe they have no Lands -It is hard upon'the young peo
ple to be turned adrift while there is so much good Land for can. 
ceffion in the immediate neil,hbourhood-I was to have come 
with feveral others to Quebec this Winter to prefent a Petition on 
that fubJcct-I hal'e a Land myfelf, but I wish to have one for my 
children-I have four Boys, two of whom are full grown, and 
four daughters. 

Q. Is there a Banal Mill in the Seigniory of Batiscan ? 
A. There was one in the time of the 100te Reverend Fathers at 

the River des [',;n-;"ies, but for the laft fifteen years we have not 
been able to make ufe of it, Mr. Badeaux has promifed us that 
the Mill should be repaired, but nothing has been done. I have 
been rnyfelf obliged to go to Ste. Anne La Chevrotiere, and even 
to Jacques Cartier, to have my Corn ground. It was neceffary to go 
very far to have our Corn ground, but not one Sol of our Rent 
was abated in confequence of that. .0\ Mill has been conftrueted 
by the Seigniors finee laft Autumn, and I am told it is to begin 
to work this week, The Inhabitants have in the 1aft five or fix: 
years been obliged to build two fmall Grift Mills. 

Fram;ois Ayotte, of the fame Parish, Yeoman, then appeared 
before your Committee and depofes ; 

That he is a native of that Parish, and has always refided 
there. He is now fifty one years of age. The declaration of 
Jofeph Trepanier having been read to him, he was asked whether 
it contained the truth, and whether he faw any thing therein to 
~hange or add, he made amwerthat he approved the fame, and had 
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nothing to add thereto, except that in conrequenc~?f the diffi
culty of obtaining Grants of Land, Fathers ~of families are often. 
under the necefiity of dividing their I~ands, whereby they were 
reduced to poverty, as the whole extent of their Lands provided 
a bare fufficiency for their fubfifience. 

Q. How many Lands have been so fubdivided ? 
A. Three that I know of, but if there are no Conceffions to 

take it is not to be forefeen how many remain to be fubdivided. 

Pierre Trepanier, Nephew of 10feph Trep~nier, of th: fame 
Parish, Yeoman, appeared before your Committee, and fald : 

I am twenty nine years of age. I am a native of Batiscan as 
are alfo my Father and Grand Father. I have been a year mar~ 
ried. I. have a donation of my Father's Lands. There are many 
young people among us who have for many years wished for 
Grants of Land. The Sl!igniory of Batisca~ contains a confide·· 
rable quantity of good Land not hitherto granted. 

Q. Why do not the young People of Batiscan 9btain Grants of 
Land? 

A. Becaufe Grants are refufed; they have been repeatedly 
promifed, but without effect. 

Q. How do the young People in your parts proceed for obtain-
ing Settlements? . 

A. The young People are always in expectation of obtaining 
fome of thofe Lands, it is painful to them to leave the place, the 
Lands are vel y good, and they are among their Relatives. 

Q. Do the Lands begin to be Subdivided? 
A. Yes, as they cannot obtain any Grant of lands they are 

obliged to come to an agreeRlent with their Father, that is to fay, 
to obtain a part of their Father's Land for Rent or otherwife. 

Q. What is the effect of the Subdivifion of thefe Lands? 
A. Much mifery is thereby occafioned, because double Ex .. 

penses, twice the quantity of Buildings, Enc10fures and Ditching 
are required.-The Parish ~s thereby impoverished.-The People 
are very often unable to meet their engagements, live with less 
t~mfort and are often ruined.-The Father very often found it 
difficult to ?pen, and fupport h;mfelf and his Children upon the 
. whole of hiS Land .... upon its being divided, wood becomes more 
fcaree, the Soil is ufually worn out, and charged ''I'hh the fupport 
of two Families instead of one • 

. Q. In what fiate are the old Lands of the Seigniory of BatiscaD 
With respect to Tinlber for Building and Fuel? 
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A. T~ere are Lands on which there is no Timber for building, 
and but little for Fuel. I have been myfelf obliged to go three 
quarters of a league off for my Fire-wood. My Land is three 
leagues and a half from the River Saint-Lawrence. 

Q. How far from you are the ungranted Lands ? 
A. Thirtyarpents. 
The depofition of 10feph Trepanier having been read to him, 

he was asked whether it contained the Truth) and whether there 
were any thing to change or add, he made anfwer that he ap
proved it, and faid he had nothing to add. 

Jacques Lambert, of the Parilh of Batiscall, Yeoman, appeared 
before your Committee and made answer as follows: 

Q .. Why do not the young People take Lands in the Seigniory 
of Batlscan ? 

A. Becaufe they .do not find anyone who will give them 
Grants. They go upon thofe Lands without any Titles, make 
no Buildings, and a fmall clearing where they raife Corn and 
Potatoes on a fmall fcale, while they await the pleafure of the 
Agent to give them a Title. 

Q. How do the young People of this Parilh proceed in order 
to fettle? _ 

A. They remain with their Father and Mother until they ob
tain a decifion that they may have Lands. But remaining aIL 
together in thlt way occafions want, for it is impoffible to collect 
enough for all, the Land being too confined for the number of 
perfons on it. 

Q. Do the old Lands begin to be fubdivided ? 
A. They are divided into two portions in order to fettle two 

'Children; which encreafes the labour required and encreafes want 
alfo, becaufe upon a Land on which one Child has been brought 
up, it becomes neceffary to bring up two. The Labour would 
be doubled, the number of mouths being doubled, infiead of ten 
perfons there would be twenty to fupport on the fame Land. 

Q. In what ftate are the old Lands of the Seigniory of Batiscan, 
with refpect to building Timber and Firewood? 

A. They are obliged to go very far for Wood, there is no 
b~ilding Timber, and but little Firewood. 

Romain ]~Iongrain, of the Parilh of Batiscan, Yeoman, then ap
peared before your Committee, and being interrogated, fiates that 
his Father, Grand Father, and himfelf are all native$ of this Parifh. 
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Q. Why do not the. young People of your Pariilitake Land, 
in the S~igniory of BatJscan ? 

A. None of them venture to do fo, becaufe they apprehend 
that too high a Rent will be i,?pofed on the !-allds, add they 
wait for a reduction of the Rents In order to obtam fame. 

Q. How do the young People of this Parish proceed in order 
to obtain Settlements! . 

A. Thev are retarded! they wait until the Lands thaI! be 
Conceded; some of them have even grown old while waiting 
for Lands, but they qmtinue to wait, and according to what 
people say, if the unconcedcd Lands were granted many per
fons would take fome of them. 

Q. Do the old Lands begin to be fubdivided ? 
A. Some of them do. 
O. Why do they make thofe fubdivifions ? 
A. Becaufe they do not find an opportunity of fettling their 

children elfewhere. 
Q. 'What is the effect of thofe fubdivifions ? 
A. Some of them are much injured thereby, becaufe when 

the Land is old, and no more new Land remains for cultivation, 
the foil is not fufficiently productive to fupport two families, and 
they are both reduced' to want, which is an ordinary event, for 
this reafon if new Concefiions were made the young People 
would be very happy to obtain fome, whereby an increafe in the 
Pari1h of St. Staniilas very much to its benefit would be occaGon
ed. It is intended to enct a Church there to the expenfe of 
which thofe Lands would Contribute: fometimes the divifion of 
the Land~ docs no harm, which happens when the Land~ are of 
considerable extent, not lefs th;.n four ArpclIts in front by thirty 
or forty in depth, of good quality, and when there remains a cer
tain quantity of new Land to be brought into cultiv .. tion • 

.Joseph Badeaux, Efquire, one of the Members of this Houfe, 
appeared before your Committee. 

Q. V\T ere you for fame time, and how long, Agent for the Pro
perty of the late Order of Jefuits ? 

A. I was Agent for that Property in the Diflrict of Three 
Rivers from the month of July or Augufi: 1820, to the month of 
January 1823. 

Q. In what does that Property confift, and what is its Extent? 
A. The Seigniory of Batiscan is two leagues and three quarters 

or thereabout, by twenty leagues in depth. The Seigniory Cap 



25 

de la Magdelaine is about three leagues in front by twenty in 
depth. They hold befides thefe a Fief fituate in the Banlieue of 
Three Rivers of about twenty three arpents in front by twenty 
five in depth. Another parcel of about twenty five square arpents, 
called P;lchivigny, fituate in the centre of the Town of Three 
Rivers, originally granted to an Indian Chief and conveyed to 
the lefuits for a moderate Rent. There is another Parcel of 
about two hundred arpents fituated in the Town of Three Rivers, 
of which about thirty five arpents are divided into Building Lots 
and the reft in wafte. 

Q. What is the depth of the Settlements in thofe Seigniories 
at prefent ? 

A. 'fhe Seigniory of Batiscan is Conceded in a right Line as far 
-two Leagues and a half, or two Leagues and three quarters from 
the River St. Lawrence, which makes about three Leagues, fol
lowing the Curvature of the high road.· In the Seigniory of Cap 
de la Magdelaine there are only two Ranges of Lots, reckoning 
from the River, fettled, in the fecond of which there are;lt the 
utmost T en Grantees. There are other Lands Conceded fronting 
on the River St. Maurice, but there is only one Range of Con
ceded Lots there. Some other Wood Lands have been granted 
along the Rivulet cr La Chapel/e" which falls into the River St. 
Maurice about Thirty Arpents from its· Mouth. 

Q. Does the line of the South West fide of the Sei~niory of 
the Cap de la Magdelaine Cross the River St. Maurice. 

A. -It should Cross the River St. Maurice t\Vo or three Leagues 
from the RIver, but it has never been drawn. 

Q. Is there to your knowledge any quantity of Lands fufcepti. 
ble of Cultivation and not granted in the faid Seigniory, and what 
is that quantity? 

A. I can only fpeak from hearfay. I think there i~ hardly one 
Sixteenth part of the Seigniory granted, and that in the remain
ing part which is not granted, there remain many Lands fit for 
Cultivation. I have reafon to believe that a great part of the 
Lands between the Mountains and the River St. Lawrence, which 
are five or fix Leagues from the River, are fit for Cultivation. I 
have alfo heard that beyond the Mount:.ins, there are confulerable 
Vallies of good Land. 

Q. Is there to your knowle~ge any ~ua?tity of La.nd fit for 
Cultivation, and not granted 'n the Selgmory of Batlscan, and 
what is that quantity? 

. A. I think from what information I have received, that there 
D 
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is good Land at the extremity of the Lands already granted, which 
continues through an extent of five or fix Leagues. 

Q. What is the number, to the best of yo.ur ~n?wledg~, of the 
Conceffions made in each of those two Selgmorles durmg your 
Agency?' . 

A. After many applications o? .the part of va~lOus perfons .t!' 
obtain Grants in thefe two Seigmones, and of which 1 had sohcl
ted the Commiffioners for Grants, I did not learn until about 
1809, that I was empowered to concede at the rate of twenty
four francs annual Rent, for a Land of Three Arpent. by thirty 
in depth, that ra~e having been found exceffive, I concedl'd but 
very few Lands, which authority to concede was withdrawn about 
1817 or 1818. 

MONDAY, 8th DECEMBER 1823. 
Mr. Stuart in the Chair • 

• Toseph Badeaux, Efquire, appeared again before your Gom
mittee and answered the following Questiom. 

Q. What was the ufual Rate of Conceffion in the said Sei-
gnior.ies prior to the faid Order? 

A. According to the Rent Roll, the Conceded Lands previouS' 
to the Conquest paid about a half Boisseau, (which is one fixth 
of a Minot) of Wheat, and one Capon or fifteen Sols Tournois. 
for a Land of Two Arpents by Forty, others paid a half Sol, and 
others one Sol Tournois for ev~y Square Arpent. They were in 
part Conceded at one Sol per Squarl' Arpent, and one Capon for 
evety twenty, and occaffionally every thirty Square Arpenis. 

Q. Who was the Prelident, and who wel'e the Members and 
Officers of the Commiffion for the Adminiftration of the Eftates 
of the lefuits, when the ordEr was paffed for exacting a Rent of 
four dollars for every Land? 

A. I believe, thl' Commiffion confified of Mr. Dunn, Mr. Baby, 
Mr. Williams, and Mr. Berthelot, and Mr. Pyke wa5 Secretary. 

Q. 'Vho were the Prelident and Officers when the erder to 
concede was withdrawn, and you were orJered to concede .110 
more? 

A. Mr. Ryland was Pr~lident, Mr. Wm. Smith, Mr. Coltman, 
and Mr. 10hn Stewart w.ere Commiffioners, I thinlt Mr. Foy was 
Secretary. 

Q. Is it the same Mr. Ryland who is Clerk of the Executive 
Council, and at the same time Treasurer of the faid Commitlion ? 

A. Yes. 



Q. Did Mr. Ryland as Prelidcnt, Commillioner or Treaftlrer 
(lfthe said Commiilioll, r~ceive any Fees on the granting of the 
Lands adminiftered by the said Commiillon ? 

A. None to my knowledge. 
Q. Upon the gramipg of the said Lands was there paid any 

Patent Fee or other Fce for obtaining the fame to Mr. Ryland or 
any Officer of Government ? 

A. No. 
Q. Do you know whether on the iffuing of the faid order, Mr. 

Ryland as Secretary to the Executive Council exacted and receiv
ed 155. 6d. on the naml' of each Pditioner for Wafte Lands of 
the Crown, other than the Wafie Lands within the faid Seig
niories? 

A. I know nothing of that. 
Q. Are there many perfons in the Diftrict of Three-Rivers who 

are defirous of obtaining grants of Land, if they were granted at 
the ufual rate? 

A. There is a large number, in the Seigniory of Batiscan more 
especially. 

Q .. Are there any new fet'tlements forming in the Seigniories 
(If the Difirict of Three-Rivers, on the north side of theRiver St. 
Lawrence? 

A. Very few-And the rather a9 the Seigniories belonging to 
individuals are almost all conceded, the Seigniory of Lanaudiere 
excepted, which belongs to Mr. Pothier, and in which the rate of 
Rents is fo exorbitant that very few perfons v~nture to take any 
Land there, whereby many of the young people of the Pariilies 
of Maskinonge, Machiche and the River du Loup, have been 
compelled to go over to the fouth fide, and many have fettled in 
tile neighbourhood of the Seigniory of the River David, in the 
Towniliip of Upton-and there are one hundred families at 
leaft who have settled without any title. 

Q. On the fouth fide of the River St. LawrenCE, are there any 
old Seigniories which contain a quantity of Wafie Lands? 

A. I am only acquainted with the Seigniories of St Pierre .Ies 
Bticquets and Gentilly, in which there may be two ranges whIch 
are not conceded.-In the Seigniory of Nicolet fome Lands ~e
main, for which the Seignior exacts high Rents.-In the FIef 
Courval, of which I am Seignior, there remain about three hun
dred Lands of which the rate is ten shillings for every three ar
'pents in front by twenty, and so in proportion.-When I pur
chafed that Seigniory the rate was two sols and one quart of 
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wheat for every square arpent, which amounted to from fifteen 
to eighteen Francs. . 

Q. Have not the Seigniors of the Country 10 general, confi
derably raifed the Rate of Rents fince the Conquefi, and of late 
years more especially? . 

A. Yes, in various ways, the hlghefi Rents I know of 10 our 
Difl:rict were thofe exacted by the Seignior of the River David, 
they are of one Dollar and three or four Minots of Wheat for 
every Land of three arpents by thirty. 

Q. Does the rife of Seigniorial Rents tend to retard the Set
tlement of the Seigniories of this Country? 

A. Yes, for the Seignio~ies in which the Rents have not been 
raifed are almofl: all Settled. 

Q. Have you a knowledge that the Seigniors fometimes fell 
Wood Lands in breach of the Arn?ls.'l 

A. I have heard that fome Seigniors receive a fmall fum for 
the preference. 

Q. Is the fum fo exacted mentioned in the Deed of Grant, or 
are fuch Agreements carried into effect by means of intermediate 
persons, and in what manner ? 

A. I am not aware of the means, but I know that it is not fet 
forth in the Deeds. 

Q. Is there any Emigration from the Difl:rict of Three-Rivers, 
and from any others part of the Province, and towards what 
places t 

A. I have no knowlage that the young People emigrate from 
the DiLl:rict of Three-Ri vers. 

Q. What was the Income of the Seigniories of Cap de la 
Magdelaine and Batiscan during your agency? 

A. I believe the ground Rents and annual Rents of thofe two 
Seigniories hardly exceed one hundred Pounds. The cafual . In
come amounts to one hundred and fifty Pounds a year on an 
average. 

Q. What is the number of Landholders in both thofe Seignio
ries to the beLl: of your knowledge? 

A. About five hundred I believe. 

Robert J Orles, Efquire, a member of this Houfe then appear-
ed before your Committee. ' 

Q. Were you .during any, and what period of time, agent for 
any and what Selgniories in the DiLl:rict of Montreal? 

A. I was Agent for His Majefiy's Seigniory of Sorel from 1800 



to 1810. I was al[o Agent for Mrs. Barrow's Seigniories . on the 
River Yamaska from 1800 to 1806. 

Q. What is the extent of the -Seigniory of SOfE'l, and of Mrs. 
Barrow's Seigniories refpectively ? 

A. The Seigniory o! Sorel is of an irregular figure, but equal 
to about three leagues m front on the St. Lawrence by three in 
depth. 

,The S~igniorr of Mrs. Barr?w consists in a number of Seigni
ones united, VIZ: Bourg-mane, Bourg-marie Est, Bourg-marie 
Ouest, St. Charles de Yamaska, Bonfecours and Bourchemin . 
. Q: At w~at rates were Lands granted in these refpective Seig

·mones, whIlst you were agent fo as aforefaid, and what was the 
progrefs of the Settlements therein, and what in your efiimation 
are the caufes which have ferved to advance or retard the Settle
ment thereof during the periods of your agency or since? 

A. The rate of granting Land in His Majefiy's Seigniory wai 
lOs. for three acres in front by twenty in depth. During the 
time of my agency 110 cOllcefsions were allowed to be made in 
Mrs. Barrow's Seigniories ;-In His Majefiy's Seigniory conces
sions were made to any individual who applied for ~hem, and du
ring my agency about one hundred and fifty concessions have 
been made. Mrs. Barrow haviHg refused to concede, has mate
rially retarded the settlement of her Seigniories ;-frequent ap
plications have been made to me for cOllcefsions, and from the 
goodnefs of the foil I have no doubt but the whole might have 
been conceded, 

Q. At what time was the rate of ten.shillings for three arpents 
by twenty, eftablifhed ? 

A. This rate was eftabliLhed before I took the agency, and I 
do not know when. 

Q. What was the old rate of granting Lands in His Majefiy's 
Seigniory? 

. A. The old Concefsions were three acres by forty, at a rent of 
six livres one sol tournois. 

Q. Do there remain any Lands ungranted in the Seigniory of 
Sorel, and what is their quality? 

A. There remain about sixty lots, of three arpents by twenty, 
unconceded; the whole is good Land.-All the ungranted I.and 
in the Seigniory of Sorel, as well as in those of Mrs. Barrow, is 
the best Land in thofe Seigniories refpectively as to quality. 

Q. What has prevented the granting .of the before mentioned 
Si"ty Lots 1 . 

A. The reafon, I believe, is, that there is no regular. map or 
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pt.m of the Seigniory in the poff'efsioa of Government, and I 
have alfo reafon to believe that the exiftence of fo large a tract of 
ungranted Land is unknown to Government. 

Q. From what perfon or perfons could. the Committee derive 
any information relpecting the caufes whIch have prevented the 
Settlement of Mrs. narrow's Seigniories ! 

A. The information required might, I think, be had from 
Mr. P. T. Chevrefils, a Notary Public, and from Mr. P. B. Pel
lissier, a Captain of Militia, her fub-agent. 

Q. 'Vho is now the principal Agent, and how long has he been 
fuch? 

A. Samuel Gale, Efquire, of Mohtreal, Advocate, who fuc
ceeded his father about three years ago. 

Q. Have you any, and what reafon, to believe that certain Seig-, 
niors in the Diftrict of Montr~al sell their unconceded Lands in 
their Seigniories at arbitrary prices, and for that reafon refufe to 
concede at the ordinary rates as required by Law t 

A. I know it from general Report; I have no perfonal know
ledge of it.-I underftand the practise is to grant to one Indivi
dual in his own name, either for pecuniary considerations given 
by him to the Se ignior, or he in fact acting as agent for the Seig
nior, fome eight, ten or more lots, which he fells feparately to as 
many Individuals) and fome of thefe Lots have been told as high 
as six dollars an acre. 

Q. Does this practise prejudice any and what class of His Ma
jefl:y's Subjects) and in what manner? 

A. It affects the poorer portion of the agricultural clafs) who 
not having m~ney to purchafe, are prevented from fettling them
felves and theIr fons upon the ungranted Lands of these Seignio
ries, as they might and would hive do.ne if thefe Lands had been 
granted at the ordinary rates. 

Ordered, That ~ Letter be written to Mr. Pierre Jofeph Chev
r.e~ls) Notary P~blJc, and to Mr. Bazile Pellissier) Captn. of Mi
litIa, of the ParISh of Yama5ka) to appear before this Committee 
with all convenient ~peec.l. 

TUESDAY) 9th December, 1823.· 

Mr. Stuart in the Chair • 

. 111ichtl Berthelot cf the City of Quebec, Efquire, Notary Pu
bhc, appeared before your Committee. 
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Q. Have you been Agent for the lefuits' Efbtes in the Dii
trict of Quebl'c, and ho~ long? 

A. I was Agent for the Eftates of the late Order of I eruits 
during twenty years or thereabout . 

. Q. In what do thofe Eftates confil1: ? 
A. The El1:ates of which I had the management, confilted of 

the Fiefs, Notre Dame des Anges, Saint Gabriel, and Sillery, 
part of the City of Quebec, forming Ground Rents and Rc"lz/(,' 

cnnstituees, as alfo part of rhe Fief Lauzon, in the Parifhes of 
Pointe Levi and Saint Nicolas, and the Fief Belair. 

Q. 'W hat is the extent of thofe Fiefs and El1:ates refpectively? 
A. I cannot answer that Quel1:ion, never having been in pos-

seillon either of original Plans or Titles. 
Q. Are there any ungranted Lands in the Seigniory of Sillery ? 
A. I believe it is all conceded. 
Q. Are there any in the above mentioned Seigniories ? 
A. I believe there are many un conceded Lands in the Sei

gniory of SaintGabriel, but I cannot fay if allY remain in the 
Seigniory of Notre Dame des Anges, I believe there still remain 
fome. Lands to concede in the Fief Belair. 

Q. What was the old rate of conceding Land in the said Sei-
gniories? , 

A. Generally the rate was as follows: one Sol for every fquare 
arpent, one Sol as CFlIS for every arpent in front by whatever 
depth there might be, and one live Capon, or fifteen Sols, or 
twenty Sols at the option of the Seignipr-fome Deeds mentioned 
fifteen Sols and others twenty Sols. In the Fief Belair feveral 
Deeds, inftead of a Capon, ftate a Turkey or thirty Sols. 

Q. Were all the Conceffions which were made during your 
time made at that rate? 

A. Yes,. with the exception of the Lands granted to Mr. los. 
Plante and Mr. J. B. Panet by Pete Cazot, the laft lefuit in 
Canada. . 

Q. Were a great number of Grants made while you were A-
gent? 

A. Extenfive Lots of Lar.d were granted to a few per[ons. that 
is to fay, Mr. Neilfon, Mr. Blanchet, Mr. Poze:-, Mr. A. Stuart, 
Mr. Foy, and Mr. Harvey. 

O. What was the annlial Income of thofe Seigniories on an 
Av~age ? 

A. I have received feven hundred Pounds a year on an Average. 
. Q. What is the Amount of the annual Income of the said 
Seigniories : 
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A. It is impoffible for me to amwer that, becaufe the Baaks, 
Title Deeds and Land Regifrers, by which I might have ascer
tained it ar~ in bad order, and not underfrood. The Labour 
of a whole year would have been required for putting them into 
order. . 

Q. Why did you not put them, or caufe them to be put in 
order? 

A. I often urged the Commiffion to have them put in ord~r, 
but nothing has ever been done: l.ately however, the. CommIs
sion Ius be gun to eaufe the preparation of a Land RegIiler to be 
ptoceededto, which has been giJlen up becaufe it is evident that 
it would have been of no ufe. 

Q. Why would it have been of no ufe ? 
A. Because it was not made in the form prefcribed by Law. 
Q. To what ufe during your Agency has the College in the Up-

per Towll of Quebec, and erected by the late Order of Jesuits 
for the education of the Youth of the Country, been applied? 

A. As Barracks for the Troops of the Garrison. 
Q. What income might that edifice produce were it let to in

dividuals, and reserving a portion of it fufficient for the purpofe 
of its original denination : 

A. Referving a part of that building for the purpofes of its ori
ginal defrination, the refr divided and subdivided in order to be 
let to various perfons, might give an income of nearty fift(en 
bundred pounds a year. 

Q. For how many years ha:; that building been ufed as a Bar
rack? 

A. I know that that Building has been in part occupied by the 
Troops of the Garrifon as a Barrack, and as a refidence for the 
furviving Jesuits up to 1800, 'and from that time to the prefent 
moment the whole has been occupied by the Troops as a Barrack. 

Q. Do you not know that there was a Church on that ground? 
when was it demolifhed and by what order? 

. A. III the first years of my being in office, I had an Order from 
the CommiiTIon to demolish and rate the Church adjacent to the 
Jefuits' College; the ground upon which that Church frood, as 
alfo a porti~n of the Jesuits' Garden, properly fo called, now 
forms a portiOn of the Upper-Town Market Pla!=e. 
'. Q. Wher~ was the faid Ch~rch fituated ; ~hat were its dimen
SiOns ; and 111 what state was It when demolished: . 

A. The Church was contiguous to the fouth eafr angle of the 
College-I do not recollect its dimensions-It was on the eve of 
ruin. 
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Q. Have there been fold, or expofed to fale, any Lands be
longing to the lefuits during your management or fince ? 
: A. None to my knowledge while I was in Office, but fince I 

have ceafed to be agent, I have been well informed that feveral 
pieces of ground and Building Lots, being part of the lefuits' 
Garden, have been fold or otherwife disposed of in favour of 
feveral perfons, proprietors of ground in St. 10hn Street, to ferve 
as a continuation and extenfion of th('ir Lots in rear of their res
pective lrIoufes. 

Q. To what ufe have the feveral fums of money arifing from 
fuch fale been applied? 

A. Having had occaGon to infpect fome of thofe Title Deeds, 
I am enabled to fay, that the capital of the price of that fale re
mained as a mortgage upon the faid Lots, and that the feveral in
dividuais pay interest for it to the King. I prefume that all the 
other Deeds are on the fame footing, without being able to say 
what are the terms of payment. 

Q. At what time, and in what manner was the garden taken 
posseffion of ? 

A. In the earlier time of my management, fuppoling that I had 
the fuperintendance of that part of the Garden which was occu
pied by the last of the lefuits, and not choofing to be charged with 
the depredations which might be committed in the Garden, I re
quefied 1.-he Commiffioner to exonerate me in that behalf, and to be 
informed how to proceed for that purpose. It was then fuggefied 
to m,e to deliver up the Key of a Door of accefs to that Garden 
to,Major R~fs-Lewin, Town Major, who gave me a receipt fhew
ing his acceptance of the Key, and my discharge from refponfibi
lity. 

TUESDAY, 9th DECEMBER 1823. 

Mr. Stuart in the Chair. 

J. B. Prou1x, Efquire, Member of this Houfe for the County of 
Buckinghamfhire, was examined before your Committee and 
made answer as follows : 

Q. Have you had any, and what means of acquiring informati
on refpecting tpe whole and the new Settlement& in the County 
of Buckinghamfhire ? 

A. Yes-being a native of that County, and profeffing agricul
ture, as alfo my family and ancefiors. 
, 'E 
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Q. Are there any new Settlements in the {aid County? 
A. Yes, there are many. . . . 
Q. What number of Pariihes, and what number of Selgmones 

are in your County ? . . . . . 
A. The number of Parithes in the old Selgmones IS twelve, 

that is to fay :-St. Michel d'Yamaika, St. Franc;oi:, ~t. Antoine 
de la Bait! du Fevre, St. Jean de Nicolet, St. Gregoire, Becan
cour, Gentilly, St. Pierre les Becquets, St. Jean I'Eschaillon, 
Ltlthbiniere, 81. Croix, and St. Antoine.-The Seigniories and 
Fiefs in the faid County are the following, that is to fay :-Ya~ 
maska, St. Fran<;ois, Pierre-Ville, Courval, La Baie du Fevre, Ni
colet, St. Gregoire, Becancour, Gentilly, St. Pierre, St. Jean, 
Lothbinere, St. Croix, and St. Antoine-I cannot pofitively ftate 
the number of the Townfhips. 

Q. Where are the new Settlements fituated, when and by 
whom were they made, and what is their extent? 

A. Nf"W Settlements are forming d-lily in the feveral Parilhes, 
and in the Townfhips in greater number than in the old Seigni
ories.-The moft recent settlements have been made in the Fief 
Pierre-Ville and in the Seigniory Courval-They began to be set': 
tied about eighteen or twenty years ago-The others have been 
very long fettled-Conceffions are annually made of a certain 
number 'of Lots in the feveral Seig~iories but not fufficiently nu
merous and confiderable to merit the name of a settlement. 

Q. Is there any emigration from your County to other parts of 
the Province, and in what direCl:ion ? 

A. There is none from my County, becaufe almost all the young 
people take lands in the County itfelf if they can obtain any. 

Q. What is the ufual extent of Grants to Freeholders in the 
old Seigniories of the fald County? . . 

A. The general extent is three arpents by thirty in depth. 
Q. Is any Subdivifion of thofe Lands made for the Settlement 

of ieveral Families, and are they frequent? . 
A. Yes, a great many are made, but not fa many as will be 

made by reafon of the increafe of the Population and fcarcity of 
Lands, which is more and more felt. 

Q. What are the caufes of that Subdivifion of the Lands 1 
A: ~he great !ncreafe of the population, the impediments and 

reftrlctions fo difficult to furmount as to prevent obtaining new 
Grants? . 

Q. What effect do thofe fubdivifions produce? 
A. A great effe~t ; f?r instanc~ a father who has opened a new 

Land, and has availed himself of Its fertility, could then bring up 
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and maintain, although with fome difficulty, five or fix children: 
ftililefs can two.of his sons, between whom the father divides that 
Land, reserving to himself.a certain rent or allowance, bring up 
or fupport a number of clllldren equal to two families. The fe
cond effect is the heavy expense in building and enclofures between 
the two fons. Inftruments of Agriculture, Cattle, and enclo
sures must be doubled for bringing the Land into cultivation. A 
third effect produced by that subdiviuon, is the conveyino- of a 
portion of.that Land to a ll:ranger.--That change generally °occa_ 
lions an inability to meet the heavy charges above flated. 

THURSDAY, 11th DECEMBER 1823. 

Mr. Stuart in the Chair. 

Louis GOldmn, of the Parish of St. Anne de fa Pfrade, in 
the Diflrict of Three Rivers, Yeoman, appeared before your 
Committee and flated as follows: 

I am married, and have ten "hildren, of whom five are Boys. 
I am very defirous of obtaining for my children other Wafle 
Lands if I could obtain any at moderate rents. 

I have made frequent application to Mr. Lanaudiere our 
Seignior, but he never chofe to ~oncede at the fame rate at which 
the old Lands along the River in his Seigniory were conceded. 

He required a minot and a half. of Wheat and feven Francs in 
money for a Land of three arpents by twenty-never~helefs the 
neceffity I was under of obtaining a Land, induced me to take one 
about five years fince frolll Mr. Lanaudicre, which I have been 
obliged to fell because of the high Rents which I found it diffi
cult to pay. 

About a year and a half since or thereabout, I took a new Land 
from the prefent Seigniol', Mr Hale, at the fame rate as that of 
Mr. Lanaudiere, with the exception that Mr. Hale has allow
ed me a term of five years, during which no payment is to be 
made. I have always heard that our people would readily 
take new Lands, which they want, if the Rents were more mo
derate. I do not know what the old Rents were, but I had form
erlya Land of five arpents in front by. forty .in depth whic~ I had 
inherited of my Ancestors, and whIch paId only one mlllot or 
hufhel of Wheat and forty Sols in Money. The Lands are beg
inning to be divided. 

There are many Families who poffeffed extenfive Lands who 
have divided them. A Land of five Arpcnts by forty is divided 
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into three portions, as has often happened. Were I to make any 
refearch I might find about forty Families who have partitioned 
their Lands, which occations poverty and fuffering. 

MONDAY, 15th December 1823. 

Mr. Stuart in the Chair. 

Mr. Wm. ]tlarchant, of Cap de la Magdelaine, Miller, ap~ 
peared before your Committee. 

Q. How long have you refided in this Parish? 
A. Fifteen year:. as Miller of the Mill at Cap de La Magdelaine, 

belonging to the late Order of Iefuits. 
Q. What has been the progrefs of the new Settlements in the 

faid Seigniory during the fifteen years of your rcMIdence, and 
what are the caufes which may have forwarded or retarded them? 

A. There has not been any increafe in the Settlements within 
that period. I ascribe this to the Lands in the firft conceffion 
not being very good, and I have heard that the Attorney of the 
Commiffion for the Eftates of the 1 efuits did not choofe to 
concede. 

Q. What, to the beft of your knowledge, is the quality of the 
Ungranted Lands in the faid Seigniory, and what may be the 
quantity of the Lands to be granted? 

A. I have heard that the Lands in the firft Ranges are hardly 
good. That Seigniory however is twenty leagues in depth and in 
that depth there may be much good land. 

Q. Do the Lands in that Seigniory begin to be Subdivided 
along the water? 

A. Some of them are divided. 
Q. What is the Income of the Mill ? 
A. About four hundred Minots of Wheat a year, on an average. 

During the firfi years of my being there it gave more, it now 
gives ler~, for in the lafi twelve years feveral Mills have been 
eflablifhed. -

Q. Why do not the people Settled on the River des Envies, 
rather come to your Mill than go to a great difiance as far as the 
Cap Sante MiH ? 

A .. The Road from the ~iver des Envies to my Mill is bad, 
and It would take as much time to come to my Mill as to go to 
Cap Sante.-My Mill is befides often very {bart of -Water. 
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TUESDAY, 16th December 1823. 

Mr. Stuart in the Chair. 

Mr. John Cannon, of the City of I,,!uebec, then appeared before your 
Committee. 

Q. Have you had any. and what means of becoming acquainted with 
the state and condition of the vari.?us classes of persons resident in this 
Province, or coming thereto, who might be desirous of obtaining Lands 
new ungranted, and of settling themselves and their families thereupon, 
and of the obstacles which such persons have had, and have now to en
counter to settle thereupon? 

A. I, and my Father's family have resided in Lower·Canada for the 
last twenty two ycan;.-I had occasion to travel through many of the 
country parts of the Province, in the course of my business T have em
);tloyed great numbers of Labourers and Mechanks Ot· superintended 
them during my Father'" life time, in the business of an Architect and 
Master Builder; these labourers were as well natives of the Province as 
Emigrants from Europe, the latter principally Emigrants from Ireland, 
witn the situation and wants ot both of which classes I became minutely 
acquainted. 

Q. What \<;"a5 d,e average number of Labourers that you employed? 
. A. The number of men employed varies according to circumstances 

and the work for which I required them,-l have some times employed 
for a whole summer two hundred men as Labourers, Mechanics, Car
ters, &c. The number I employ at present is much less, as I am con
tracting my business, during the last season I have employed about 
twenty men on my own account: the previous seasons, for the la,t three 
or four years, I employed thirty or forty :-these consisted principally 
of·lrj,h Emigrants, and I employed a great many of these people me
rely to give them an opportunity of obtaining a subsistence which was 
all that I allowed them, telling them to better themselves when they 
could. 

My motive for employing them was principally to give them al' 01:>· 
port unity to earn something, rather than depend upon Charity or suffer 
from ab~olute want. 

Q. Did you find amongst them generally any de.ire of obtaining 
Lands to settle thereon? 

A. I did find a great desire. . 
Q. Had you any, and what means of ascertaining the obstacles which 

existed to their settling themselves advantageously and usefully upon the 
vast and interminable tracts of waste and ungranted Lands within the 
Colony, and if so, w~at were.these obs~acles? . 

A. The principal mformatlon, 1 dertved from havlllg had frequent 
occa.ion to visit the different new Settlements of Lower-Canada, and 
more particularly those of Val.Ca~tier and St. Patrick upon the. Ri
ver Jacques Cartier, and after haVlllg made myself perfectly (lcquamted 
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with the mode of industry pursued by the poor Emigrants, I find tbat 
there is one great inconvenience wh!ch very much retar~s their pur8u~t& 
,nd diminishes that activity in clearIng theIr Farms, whIch no other CIr
cumstance could easily suppress: namely, that of being without a Pastor. 

Those Settlers who are principally Roman Catholics consider no sa
crifice equal to that of being secluded from their Clerg.y, to whom tbey 
submit with implicit obedience, and hence may be assIgned the cause 
why they attach themselves so much to the Towns in prefereuce to work 
out an independence for themselves and Families in the Country. 

If His Majesty's Government would think proper to adopt the plan 
()f building Churches in the different new settlements, and in the uncon
ceded lands of the Crown it would be the most effectual mode of quickly 
establLhing the Country, and of rendering independent a great number 
who are at present relying on ab~olute charity. 

A Church and a suitable residence for a Catholic Priest might be e
rected f'lr a sum not exceeding One thousand Pounds, and by allowing 
5uch Clergyman One Hundred POUl'lds a year for the term of five Years, 
the settlement would then be in a situation to give the necessary support, 
the said £1500 to be appropriated to every 60,000 Acres ofland 
wh!ch would suffice for 300 Families, or s,y 1500 Souls. 

It would be adviseable to build each Church in the centre of each 
Settlement, and with respect to Roads, wherever Churches are place4 
Settlers will be always found to make them. 

The Canadians, at present, from the same cause lire prevented from 
establishing themselves on the unconceded Lands of the Crown and pro
viding for their increasing Families, the idea of settling in a Wilderness 
remote from hearing the word of God, keeps them together, and ac
counts for that inactivity in extending their possessions for which they 
are remarkable where the cause is removed. ' 

If Churches were built in the different new Settlements, Canadians 
would intermix with Settlers from the Old Country, and would, as being 
more intelligent with respect to clearing Lands, hold forth an example 
to the others, besides many wealthy Citizens, if such advantages were 
offered, would purchase Lands and give employment to the more des
titute in the Settlemen!, then a vigour before unknown would pervade 
those People, and Agriculture and happiness would flourish in the Co
lony. 

There ~s every reason .to suppose. ~hat the money, thus expended in 
the adoptIOn of such a wIs.e and polJlJcal measure might, be refunded in 
tbe course of.a .few years If G?vernment should require it. 

A most strl~mg proof of thIS mode of settling may be seen by a glance 
at the population an~ .wealth of Glengary in Upper.Canada. 

It was first establIshed by a Catholic Priest named M'Donnell with a 
few Scotch Highlanders, by building a smail Church, round which a 
IltWIlber of others of the same clans flocked, they have advanC"ed so ra
pidly in their Agricultural pursuits as to be enabled to erect a Church 
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which will cost (when finished) nearly £30,000:'-1 went in the summer 
of last .y~ar as an ~rbitrator to examine it, and had an opportunity of 
ascertallllng how, In the lale War, those brave Highlanders with their 
Reverend Pastor at their head, evinced their fidelity towards Gov~rn
ment and manfully guarded their Homes and their Country. 

A numerous unseuled People now plesent themselves, not less brave 
and as Patriotic; granting to them Churches and Priest~, would b; 
granting to them a Government to fight for,_a Horne to guard and a 
Country to defend, any pecuniary assistance offered them would be bLlt 

£?omentary in comp~rison to the lowest bounty given to a Soldier ia 
time of War, would If now granted to each individual, more than suffice 
to effect the object proposed. 

MONDAY, 22nd December 182.'3. 

Mr. Stuart in the Chair. 

Oli'Vi~r Arcand, Esquire, a Member of this House, appeared before 
vour Committee . 
. Q. Have you had any, and what means of acquiring information res
pecting the old and the new Settlements in the County of Hampshire? 

A. I have only had an opportunity of acquiring information respect
ing the old and the new Settlements in a part of the County of Hamp. 
shire, for which I have the honor to be one of the Representatives in 
Parliament, and in an equally small portion of the upper part of Bucking
hamshire, in which I reside and where 1 usually practice Surveying. 

Q. Are there any new Settlements in the said County? 
A. In the Coullty of Hampshire I only know (and that imperfect

ly) one new Settlement which is called Val·Cartier. Although the 
Gentlemen who opened that Settlement have Gpared no expense, I am 
not aware that Agriculture flourishes there. Is this owing to the qua
lity of the Soil or the system of CultivaEion.-I know not. III the 
part of the County of Buckinghamshire which I know, I observe llO 
new Settlements except at DrummondvilIe, but the bad state of the 
,internal Communications at that place, has caused a great part of the 
Settlement to be abandoned, with the exception of aLout twenty houses. 
which are ill the Village, and about the same number of wretched hovels, 
&tuated along the bad bye-roads, which have be"n opened there, and 
which are now opening there. The other new Settlements which I 
know of there, are in some of the Ranges of Lots in the Seigllioriee. 
which are making very slow progress. " . 

There is however another Settlement, which IS rather a considerable 
one, and is called "Le Ruisseau des Che'nes," which extends from the 
Seigniories of Deguire and Bourgmarie on the East, across [he TOI'i".n< 

ship of UptoD, and there are even some in that of Grantham. 
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Q. What is the number of Parishes in your County, and what is the 
number of Seigniories? 

A. I cannot exactly state the number of the Parishes and Seigniorie& 
which are in each of the Counties I now mentioned, but it may be easily 
ascertained from the information given by the Surveyor General. 

Q. Where are the new Settlements sitUated, when, and by whom 
were they made, and what is their extent? 

A. The two new Sell lements first above mentioned, were -commenced 
Ilot more than seven or eiO'ht years since. I~ut that of the Ruiueau du 
Ckinu, may have been b~gun about 1806. There are from ,siAty to 
eighty Inhabitants there, many of whom are rich Farmers: unfortunately 
all the Titles they have (and ollly a few of the~ have such Title~) are -
Deeds of Grants which they obtained from one Joseph Deguire Des
rosiers, of whom the Fathers had formet ly been Grantees and Proprietors 
of the Seigniory Deguire, or Riviere David, which, upwards of thirty 
years since, became the property of one Mr. Eckhart. Joseph Deguire 
about 1800, assumed the Title of Seignior of the River David, and pre~ 
tended that all the Land through which the River David ran, which had 
not been sold by his Ancestors, should bdol1g to him, and he forth
with proceeded to cause tbe Lands to be su,'~eyed, and caused Procel 
P'crbaux of them to be delivered with Deeds of Grant. to all persons 
who chose to have them. His Terms were more than reasonable, and 
I have two Lands there myself, one which pays four Sols Tournois for 
evelY ninety sqnare Arpents, and the other twenty fOUl Sols Tournois 
for the sam€!' quantity. The dearest were nine Livres. In that' way 
he penetrated far into the Towmhip of Upton, of which the lines were 
IlOt known, and had not even been drawn, if my information be correct~ 
Several persons seeing that he appeared to be in quiet possession of that 
Property, really believed him the true Seignior, and accordingly'began 
to settle there. Nearly about that time, a great part of Upton was 
granted to -- Grant Esquire, including that Settlement, but I have 
never heard that that Gentleman had disturbed or molested any of the 
Inhabitants, and I sincerely believe that he will act towards those poor 
persons with generosity. That Settlement ha. appeared to me very 
flourishing. 

Q. Is there any emigration from your County to other parts of the 
Province, and whither is it directed? 

A. Fro?l the County ofHam~s~ir,e there are Emigrations, though but 
few at a tune-They prefer subdlvldlllg the Lands, in order to settle se
veral families there, in the Parish, of,D~schambault especially-That fre
quently ~appen~, because the .Selgmones are almost all granted, and the 
T?wnshlps III rear of the PaTlSh are not as yet surveyed, although it is 
saId t?ere are la,rge tracts of excellent. Lan~ there.-In the upper parts of 
Bucklllghamshlre, we observe no emIgratIOn, o_n the contrary it occasi
onally proceeds t~ither. frem els~w~er~, because there are many Lands 
to concede, e5peclally In the SelgnlOrtes of Deguire, Barrow, and Ram-
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~ay, of which the two first are a dependency of Richelieu dn the Rivet 
Yamaska. 

Q. What is the usual extent of the grants to Tenants in the old 
Seigniories of the said COUll'!y ? 

A. The usual extent of the concessions in those two Counties is 75, 
SO and 90-square arpents-2 :It 25, 2:1t 40, and 3 x 30. 

Q. Is "'ly subdivision of those Lands made to settle several families, 
and is that frequent, and what arc the causes of that subdivision of the 
Lands? 

A. The subdivision of the Lands for the purpose of settling thereon 
several families, are as frequent as the emigrations ill Hampshire, because 
as I have already stated, the Seigniories are almost all conceded, the 
northern Townships are not Surveyed, and are even hardly known, and 
that emigration to other places are little suited to the inclinations of the 
Canadians, who are peculiarly attached to the paternaillome. 

Q. What effect do these subdivisions produce? 
A. The effect of those subdivision:;, unless those who are settled up

on them have a peculiar turn for agriculture, and exert their Industry, is 
extremelyaffiicting, because it is ~ source of poverty to those persons 
who cannot reap a sufficiency for their subsistenc.e on such small lands. 

Q. What is the extent and the quality of the ungranted Lands in the 
said CountYf and the said Seigniories ? 

A. In Hampshire, the quantity of ungranted Lands in the Seigniories 
-is very small, except in the Seigniory of Grondines, whkh being tell 
leagues in depth; must comprise eighteen or twenty ranges of ungranted 
lots of Land-I believe the Land there is tolerably good where there 
are no mountains.-In Fossambault, there must also remain some to 
concede, but I do not know of what quality they are-I n Buckingham
shire there only remain considerabll> tracts in the Seigniories to grant ill 
the Fiefs St. Croix, Lc.thbiniere, D'eschaillons, Courval, and Deguire. 
The others are in small quantity, but every where tolerably good. 

Q. Is there a road over those ungranted Lands, and have those Lands 
been 'surveyed ? 

A. There are hardly any roads over those ungranted Lands and even 
for opening an access to them, and a very small portion of them has been 
surveyed, the Seigniors usually having them surveyed only as they are 

- applied for, and as they determine to concede. 
Q. Were there any Concessions of Lands in the said County before 

the year 1759, and if there have been any, what was the general mode 
of conceding, with respect both to the extent of the Land granted, 
and the terms on which it was granted ? 

A. Tn Hamp&hire there were many Grants made before 1759, and 
1 beiie"e all those along the River St. Lawlence-So far as I know, 
they were generally from 75 to 90 s9uate arpe~ts, sOD?eti~es as mu~h 
as 120, and the terms, from three /zvres tournolS, to SIX /,vres tournolS, 
and lIometimes one capon for every arpent 111 fr"nt.~ID Buckingham-

F 
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shire, the Grants made before 1759, have varied as much in extent; 
and in the terms.-I know some concessions cf 75 square arpenu' made 
before that time, which pay as much as 8 lb. 6 sols tournois, and others 
of morc than 200, and even 300 square arpents, have been granted, in 
consideration of prayers on the Rosary, and Psalms de pr%ndis. , 

Q. Is there, in the said County, a considerable n~mbeF of.pe~so?!, 
who desire, and have means to form new Settlements 10 the ~elgmorle~, 
provided they could obtain Land~ near to, or at a short distance from, 
those of their Relatives or Friends, and are there any such Lands, and 
what ,are their quantity and quality? . 

A. In Hampshire-it is certain that there are many Persons who Wish 
to settle in the neighbourhood of their relatives and friends, but they 
find that no easy matter, because there is a scarcity of grantable Land, 
and the Rents are raised in an extraordinary manner.-Add to that, the 
neighbomillg Townships have not hitherto been &urveyed, and that there 
are not even any Roads of access to those parts: besides muc~ difficul
ty in obtaining those Lands is experienced, by the delays whll;h occur, 
and the high Fees which are exacled. 

In Buckinghamshire, and that part of Richelieu, which is in its vi
cinity, nearly the same thing has occurred, but from another cause~ 
For twenty years there has been a constant refusal to concede Lands to 
our Hu~bandmen, although occasionally as much as two or three thou
sand arpents have by a single Grant been given to some friend or favor
ed person. Tbat conduct has rendered the means of obtaining Grants 
of Land so difficult, that some persons have been reduced to the extre
mity of paying six and seven dollars for every square arpent. to those 
who had thus obtained Grants of large Tracts. 

Q. Are there any causes which have retarded, and continue to retard, 
the Settlement of the Lands in the old Seigniories of this Country, and 
what do you think those: causes are ?' 

A. 'those are precisely the causes which have retarded the Settlement 
of the ungranted Lands in the old Seigniories just mentioned :-At pre
sent, Lands may be obtained there upon recommendation, but not for 
less than twenty shillingo, two Minotsof wheat, and two days work 
(Garvies) by way of annual rent, not including the Gen!, for every 90 
squa1e Arpents.-In some Seigniories, that Rent is paid for 75 arpents 
only-In some others, half a gallon of wheat, and six sols, are paid for 

, every square arpent, exclusive of one or two dollars for every sixty ar
pents, for a right of Common, fortunate, if, previous to the Deed of 
GraM, and without other form, the payment of' certain' dues claimed 
for preference, which are sometimes considerable, be not exacted. 

Q. po .any of our Husbandmen go into the Townships granted in 
Free and Common Soccage to settle, and if not, to what cause do you 
ascribe it! 

A. I do not see that any person in Hampshire has gone into the 
Townships of this County to settle, because none of them are granted or 
even surveyed-In Buc.kinghamshirl:', from Nicolet upwards, most of the 
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Townships have been surveyed, but al\ those which are contiguous to 
the Seigniories, have been almost entirely granted to about ten persons, 
some of whom have individually more than fifty thousand acres, yet with
out making any settlement thereon; so that it would be necessary, that 
persons wishing to settle beyond that, should remove to a great distance 
from their Relatives, where they would be deprived of their assi3tance, 
in such 'Cases always nece~saly, deprived of a road "f access, and even 
of the means of having neighbours to share in the joint labuur, by the 
interposition of the Lands of the CrowR and Clergy with those to be 
granted • 
. Q. Have you any, and what means of knowing the nature and advan. 

tages of Seignioral Tenure in this Country, compared with that III Free 
and Common Soceage ? 

f?.. With respect to Seigniorial Tenure compared with that in Free 
and Common Succage, I have never considered the advantage of one 
over tbe other. 

Q. What appear to you to be the relative advantages or disadvanta. 
ges of those Tenures? 

A. I have indeea thought the Seigniorial Tenure, if moderated, and 
regulated with liberality towards the Landholder, preferable to the other, 
relatively to the means of obtaining the Grants,' and the facility of com. 
munication, when there is a Seignior on the spot, having an interest in 
bringing his new lands into cultivation: But on the other hand, I think 
the dues of Gens et Rentu, Lods d venta, Retrait, Banalite, and Fish· 
ing and Hunting on the Seigniorial Lands d"preciate them much, and 
must naturally restrain those wl,o hold them in that way. The Seig. 
niors moreo'l'er reserv! to them~elves the right of taking Building Timber, 
Stone, Sanli and Lime for their Manor Houses, Mills, Churches, Par. 
60Jl~ge Houses &c. of making water courses on the Lands, for leading 
to their Mills the water they require-all that savours of servitude and 
Slavery to those who are subject to this Tenure, 

Q. What are the circumstances which prevent our Husbandmen from 
extending their Settlements into the Interior, on the ungranted Lands of 
the old Seigniories ? 

A. The absence of many Seigniors, who hardly ever see their Sci. 
gniories, and who have Agents there, who take no immediate interest 
therein, occasions a negler·t of the means of facilitating the interior 6et· 
tlements of their Fiefs, add to that, the delays by which the people are 
usually wearied, hefore the lands applied for are granted to them,-And 
as I have before slated, the enormolls Rents which are exacted, and the 
still more repulsive measure, which onate years has beeu ~dopted in snme 
Seigniories, of cOllceding to those who had recommendalJons or who pay 
for a preference.-The slow and expensive proceedings, for opening and 
ratifying water courses, so nece~sary in most of the lands i,n the i~teri?r, 
also deserve some attention in thiS re&pect, and would requIre Legislative 
interference. 



Q. What are the Chief Impediments to settling, experienced by the 
European Emigrants, who come into this Country, and are desirous of 
settling here! 

A. Besides that the European Emigrants who wish to settle in this 
Country, are subject to all the Impediments which prevent our Cana, 
dians from settling here as they might choose, they have to encounter 
the rigour of a severe climate, and are naturally ignorant of the mode 
of settling in a Country, where the favorable Season is so short, that it 
is necessary, during four month~, to provide almost every thing that 
is necessary for subsistence during the eight others. Nor do I think, 
that experience 10 Agriculture which they have in their own Country, 
and would introduce here, is adapted to our Soil, in the low Grounds. 
especially; and they almost always avoid them: an obstacle, which it is 
probably more difficult, both to strangers and to ourselves to surmou~t, 
is that which arises; first, from the manner in which the Tow{lshlp 
Lands are divided: secondly, from the bad state of Internal Commu· 
nications: thirdlY, from the difficulties and delays encountered in the 
course of the proceedings necessary for obtaining Lands: and fourthly. 
the exorbitant Fees which have hitherto been exacted, from all Appli.· 
cants to that intent. Unless measures be adopted for obviating these 
I nconveniences, or for at leas! diminishing them, it is really to be feared 
that for a long time to come, flourishing and extensive Settlements will 
not be seen in this Country. 

Q. flow do you think, that in the County which you represent, 
Settlements might be effected. both by the Inhabitants of the Coun'try, 
and by European ~migrants who come hither. most ~peedily, and effec· 
tually. and where, in the said County, or the neighbouring Counties, 
might they be placed most advantageously? 

A. I think ~ettlements might be effected in several of the Northern 
Townships. in the rear of Hampshire, and more especially in Alton, both 
by the Inhabitants of the Country and by European Emigrants: but 
by the former rather than the latter, because the Canadians would have 
the assistance of their neighbouring Relatives and Friends within reach; 
but in Buckinghamshire. (I Jl'ean from Nic:>let upwards, for I have no 
knowledge of the parts lower down,) and even in Richelieu, all the 
Townships are so deteriorated by the extensive Grants which have been 
made there for twenty five yeats past to persons who have generally done 
nothing thereon, and the constant interposition of the Lands of the 
Crown and Clergy, among the granted Lands, insomuch that they are 
almost deprived of the hope of making advantageous Settlements there; 

. Pierrp, :Joseph Chevrp,ls, Esquire; a Notary Public, refiding 
an the Parlfh of Yamaska, appeared before your Committee. 

Q. UO you know the Seigniories which belong to Madame 
Barrow, situate in the District of Montreal~ and what means of 
knowing them have you had? . . 
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. A. I do know them, and in my Capacity of Notary, 1 have. 
had occafion. to pass many Acles respecting thofe Seigniories. 

Q. What are the names of thofe Seigniories, and what are their 
dimenfions refpective/y. 

A. The Fief Bonfecours :-1 do not remembE!r the e:>tent of its 
front by a like depth. The. Fief Bourgmarie Ouest, is hllf a League 
In front, by two Leagues In depth The Fief Bourchemin, which 
includes all the West fide of the River Yamaska; I do not know 
its extent, but 1 know that it joins the Line of the Seigniory of 
St. Ours, on the fide of the Fief Bourgmarie-Est, which was la
tely fold by Mr. Gale, to Mr. W urtele, 1 do not know its front, 
it is I believe, one League and a half in depth. The Fief St. 
Charles, of one League and a half in front, by a like depth. 

Q. What is the number 6f Conceffions in those refpective Sei
gniories ? 

A, I cannot fay:-In the Fief St. Charles, only the first Con
ceillon on the River Yamaska, is Conceded.· The other Fiefs arc. 
almost all Conceded. 

Q. What is the quality of the Soil in the Fief St. Charles? 
A. I do not know. 
Q. What is the most ufual rate at which the Old Grants in the 

Seigniories, or any of them, were made ? 
A. I cannot fay exactly; but I recollect that there have been 

made Conceffions of Three Arpents by thirty, for four Shilling;; 
and four pence and three Capons; others for eight Livres fix 
Sols former Currency; and others, for ten Shillings and one 
penny, and two Minots of Wheat. 

Q. Were any Grants made at a lower rate than that you have 
just mentioned, what is that rate & what is the date of thofe grants? 

A. Some Grants were made for Six Livres and Seventeen Sols 
former Currency, from 1759 to 1780, fo far as I have been able 
to fee by th~ Old Titles. 

Q. Has there been a rife in the rate fince 1780, and at what 
time did it occur? 

A. Last year a great many Conceffio.ns were made at Ten Shil
lings and one half penny, and four Mlllots of Wheat, for every 
Land of Ninet! Arpents, and !n .fome Conceffio~s, there was an 
addition of One day's work; tIllS IS the rate efiabhSiled for all th~ 
Seigniories belonging to Mada~e Barro~. . 

Q. What is the existing rale In the Fief DegUire, and that of 
Bourg-marie Est? . ' 

A. From the time when Mr. 'Vurtele became proprietor of those tWI) 
Fiefs !,lntil 1820, Seventy five arpents have been conceded for six Livres 
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one Sol former currency, three minots of Wheat and t\'\'o days' work I 
and since 1820 that rate has been raised to one minot of Wheat. 

Q. What was the rate before Mr. Wurtele purchased those Seigni. 
ories ?' . 

A. It was six Livres seventeen Sols former currency for the same quan. 
tity of Land-l have seen two Title Deeds of grant, by Mr. Grant, at 
t hat time Seignior of the Fief Deguire, perhaps about twenty ye~rs ago, 
of which the rate was six Livres and one Sol, and about two DllnOts of 
Wheat. 

Q. Have there ever been any concessions in the Seigniories of greater 
extent than 75 or 90 arpents ? 

A. No, unless Borne parcels of land remain at the angles of the con' 
ccs;ions, but then, always in the same proportion. 

Q. What was the extent of those parcels of Land ? 
A. I remember only two Deeds of Grant, whereof one was of five or 

Bix lands, granted to the same person, and the other of six or seven lands 
also granted to one person, but-at the same rates in proportion as above 
mentioned. 

Q. What is the number of grants of parcels of land, to the best of 
YOllr knowledge, and at what time were those grants made? 

A. About four or five grants have been made in that way, in the two 
last years. 

Q. What was the number of Lands included in each of the said Grants, 
and what is the total of the said Lands? 

A. Two concessions were made of 150 arpents each, another of about 
.500 ~rpents, and another of 400, as well as J can recollect, which at 
the rate of 75 arpents for each land, makes about seventeen lands. 

Q. Have any new settlements been formed in the said Seigniories ? 
A. Yes, some very considerable ones have been made in the Seigniory 

of Deguire especially; with respect to Madame Barrow's Seigniories, 
I am not aware that any have been made, the grants having been made 
too late last yellr. 

Q. What do you mean by the word parcel of Land? 
1>:. They are places. at the Angles of Seigniories, of an irregular form, 

whIch are not of suffiCIent depth to form lands of the usual proportion. 
Q. Are there any persons in those several Seigniories, who wish for 

Dew Grants? 
A. Yes. 
Q, What obftacles do they experience to fettling ? 
A. They find the rates too dear, bf'fides, thofe Lands are very 

di~cult to drain, and confiderable expenfe would be neceffary for 
Jettmg the water flow: and there is no road of accefs thereto. 

Q. Were there any people settled on the parcels of land so 
granted? 

A. Not to my knowledge, on the Land~ for which I paffed 
Deeds. 
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Q. Do you know that Lands have been granted in the faid 
Seigniories, on which there were already settlements and to other 
perioDS than thofe who had made those settlements. 

A. I have only known one person to whom a Grant \vas made 
of a .Land, which had been made to another; but there are ma
ny lands on which there are persons who have taken polTellion of 
them, and have not as yet obtained thofe Deed~. 
, Q. 'Vhat i~ the number of perfons, and what are the circum
fiances, under which those perlons have fettled themselves with-
out a Title? . 

A. I do not know them, perhaps there may be fifteen of them 
so fituated; they have fettled of theil' own accord, in the hope of 
obtaining a Grant. 

Q. At what time did thofe perf ODS so fettle? 
A. Some of them fettled fifteen years fince, others at a more, 

or at a lefs diftant period. 
Q. Have they made any improvements on thofe lands? 
A. Yes: fome of them have made clearings, and are fowing 

grain, others have raifed buildings: they have made and kept in 
repair the Roads and Bridges. 

Q. What can have induced thofe perfons to fettle there with. 
out any Title? 

A. The advice of several perfons, who have told them that 
there was nothing to fear in taking the Land~, and that they were 
fure of a preference as to a Grant afterwards. The Proprietor 
of those Seigniories refides in England, his Agent at Montreal, 
and the under Agent on the spot; but the perfon laft mentioned 
had no authority to give Title Deeds. 

Q. Has the under Agent authority to grant at prefent ? 
A. No. 
Q. By virtue of what Order were the Grants' you have men

tioned made ( 
A. By an Order given by the Heirs Barrow, refiding in Eng-

land, . to Mr. Gale, their Agent at Montreal. 
Q. Who felected the Grantees? 
A. Mr. Gale. 
Q. Were the Lands so granted sold a {hort time afterwards? 
A. Many have been fold, and the Grantees expected a Deed 

of Grant, merely in order thereupon to execute a Deed of Sale. 
Q. What was tht! number of Lands so granted and fold, and 

at what price? . 
A. In the Seigniory Barrow, there have been about one hun. 

dred and twenty-five lands sold fince Ie ft year, at the rate I have 
before mentioned, of which, nearly one fourth have been fold 
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from One Hundred to Three Hundred Livres, more or lets, for 
each Land of Ninety Arpents. In the Seigniory Deguire, fince 
1810 there have been granted about Thtee Hundred Lands, at 
the :ates above mentioned, of which about one halt bave been 
fold 01' exchanged at different prices, from Fifty to Three HUIl+ 
dred Livres and upwards. 

Q. Has any Grant been made to Madame Barrow's Under 
Agent? 

A. There was a Grant of Six Lots, of Ninety Arpents each, 
by various Titles, at the fame rates as the others. 

Q. Has he fold any of thofe Lands? 
A. He has fold two or three of them. 
Q. To whom was the Land granted on which improvements 

had alr~ady been made? 
A. 1'0 a perfon named Pierre Arrel. 
Q. Had the Lands which had been so fold, oeen granted to the 

Inhabitants of the place? 
A. Yes: and a part of them was fold to strangers. 
Q. What was the motive of giving that preference to the ori

ginal Grantees, by p(rmitting them to make an object of traffic 
of the Ungranted Lands? • 

A. It was pretended that Inhabitants would be chofen to open 
them, and bring them into cultivation, and thofe Inhabitants fold 
~~ . 

Q. Do the young people of your parts go into the .neighbour .. 
ing Townfhips to fettle? 

A. No: they are too much habituated to performing journies 
in the Upper Countries. • . .. . 

Q. Are there any Canadian Settlements in the Townfhips iIi 
the neighbourhood of the raid Seigniories, and at what time, and 
by whom were they made? , 

A. It appears that one Louis Desrosiers, pretending to be Sei
gnior of part of the Seignioryof River David, conceded a great 
quantity of Lands about the years } 804, 1805, and 1806 ~ thofe 
Lands were evan bounded at his defire by Pierre Lanvert and 
Jean Bte. Poulin de <::ourval, both Surveyors; according to re
port moft o~ tl~ofe Land~ are wlt~in the Townfhip of Upton, 
near the Selgmory DegUire, the Fiefs Bourgmarie Eft, and St. 
Charles; and fince that time 'many perrons have fettled and taken 
Lands \'{jthout any Title. in that Townfhip. At pref~nt even" 
t~ere are Roads opened there by the Grand Voyer for the Dis~ 
trlct of Montreal, and there are Surveyors and Overfeers eftablifh-' 
ed: there, they are all Canadians, both on the nOrth and the soutlt 
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licie of the River St. Lawrence, who have fo fettled without a 
Title. 

What is the number of Fathers of Families so settled? 
A. I do not know their number, but I believe they amount to 

about one hundred. 

Tucsdalj, 23rd Dcrcmber, 1823. 

Mr. ~tliart in the Chair . 

. PiFn'F Ba:;i!e P"/issirr, Captain of MilitiJ, reuding in the Pa
rlfh of Yamaska, then appeared before your Committee. 

Q. Have you been Under Agent for the Seigniories belonging 
to Madame Harrow, and during what time? 

A. Yes, fince 1 S I :.l, and I am so nill. 
Q. W'hat is the front of the Fief Bonfecours? 
A. Almon two Leagnes and a half, I believe. 
Q. What is the number of Conceffions in those respective Sci

gniories? 
. A. There are three Ranges of Conceffiom in the Seigniory of 
Bonfecours containing about two Hundred Lands. There is on
ly one Range conceded on the front of the Fief Bourgmarie Oueft, 
of eighteen or twenty Lands, and there are two Ranges conceded 
in the depth of the {aid Fief, of seventeen Lands each. There 
are but few Lands granted in the Fief Bourchemin, in a fingle 
Range, but I do not know how many. Th,'re are about fixty or 
eighty Lands conceded in the Fief Bourgmarie Eft, which now 
belongs to Mr. W urtele In the Fief St Charies, there are abollt 
thirty or forty Lands granted on the front alone. All the Lands 
I have juft mentioned, are not only granted, but in part cleared 

. and fettled. 
Q. What is the moft usu;:l rate at which the old Conceffions 

in thofe Seigniories or any of them were made? 
A. There have been various rates; formerpr, for a Land of 

Three Arpents in front by twemy-five or thirty III depth, four Li
vres ten Sols and three Capons: That rate exifted until 17S0. 
Since that time the rate has been raifed to two Minots of Wheat 
and fix Livres two Sols, which continued until 1820, and then a 
third rise took place, and at prefent four Minots of Wheat. twelve 
Livres and one Sol are paid for each Land of 90 Arpffits. 

Q. Have there been at any time Grants in thofe Sf'igniories of 
greater extent than 7.'i or 90 Arpents? 

A. Yes: about four years ago a parcel of Land, which was in. 
G 
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eluded within the Conceffions in the Fief Bonfecours, was grant
ed to a fingle person, but I do not know of what dimenfions, 
that parcel never having been furveyed, and is not as yet furvey
ed. The Grantees make payments on account, to be finally fet
tied when the piece of ground lhall be furveyed. 

Q. Have not othl'r quantities of Land, more extenfive than 
90 Arpents been granted to other perfons ? 

A. Net to my knowledge. 
Q. Have any new Settlements been made in the faid Sci

gniories? 
A. Many Grants have been made of late, on which many per

fons have built, and which are Cultivated. Olhers have merely 
cleared a little Land. 

Q. Are there many perfons in thofe several Seigniories who 
wish to obtain new Grants ? 

A. There are about fifty Perfons who have applied for laRd, 
anJ obtained promifes or Tickets of Grant, but many of them 
have not gone to fettle there, others have fold their Lands be
fore taking out their Deed of Grant. 

Q. Do the perfons who are defirous of fettling experience any 
obfiaeles, and what are thofe Obfiaeles ? ' 

A. I know of no other ob/laeles than the want of Roads. The 
draining of thofe Lands is rather difficult but at last they are well 
worth the trouble which the Grantees may give themfelves, be
ing very rich. 

Q. Have you a knowledge that any Lands have been granted 
in the said Seigniories on which there were already Settlements, 
and to other perfons than thofe who had made the Settlements? 

A. I only know of one cafe in which a perron has taken a 
I.and of which the clearing had already been commenced by an
other, but the perf on last mentioned had taken poffession of the 
Land without any Title. Some perfons however have taken pos
session of Lands without any permiffion or Title ; their number 
is not large; there are perhaps Seven or eight, fo fituated. 

Q. Why did thoie persons so fettle without any Title? 
A. I do not know. I have even warned fome of thofe peopJe 

but they have perfevered in going thither. 
Q. Have any Lands been granted, and a {hort time afterwards 

fold by the Grantees? 
A. About twenty four Lands were fold by the Grantees a {hort 

time after having obtained their Deeds: fome of them have even 
fold upon a mere promife to grant. 

Q. At wl~at pric~ are thofe Lands ufually fold? 
A. At Vanous pnces from one hundred livres to one hundred 
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dollars, and for the moll: part perfons not intending to clear are the 
perfons who make thofe fpeculations. . 

Q. Do tht: young People of your part of the Country go into 
the neighbouring Townfuips to fettle? 

A. I do not know any who do so. 
Q. Are there any Canadian Settlements in the Townfhips in 

the neighbourhood of the faid Seigniories, and do you know 
when and by whom they were made? .. 

A. There are perhaps about forty fettlements in the depth of 
Upton contiguous to the Seigniory of St. Charles. 

A perf on named Deguire otherwife Defrofiers, Il:yling himfelf 
Seignior of that part of the faid Townfuip, made those Conces
sions about the year 1804. Some roads are open which have 
been ratified according to the proceedings of the Grand Poyer, 
and there are Voyers, Surveyors and Infpectors ell:ablifued. 

MONDAY, 29th December, 1823. 

Mr. Stuart in the Chair. 

N. F. Uniacke, Efquire, Attorney General of the Province, 
appeared before your Committee, and made anfwer to the fol-
lowing quefrions : . 

Q. What are the Fees received by you as Attorney {jeneral 
upon Grants of waste Lands, and how efrablifhed ? 

1\. By the Table of Fees upon Patents for Lands as fettled in 
Council 4th December 1797, I receive Fees at the rate of ten 
1b.iIlings per thoufand acres. 

Q. What are the Fees received by you when the Patents are 
for one hundred or for two hundred acres. 

A. If I draw a Draft of Letters Parent for a half Lot of one 
hundred acres I receive one fuilling, if for a lot of two hundred 
acres, two {billings. 

Q. What are the quantities of Land ufually included in the 
Patents, and does it ever happen that a Patent iffues for fo fmall 
a quantity as one hundred acres or two hundred acres? 

A. At prefent three.fourths of the Patents are for three & four 
Lots. I do not think they ever iffue for fo fmall a quantity as one 
hundred acres, but frequently for tingle Lots of two hundred acres, 
I find the Patentees willi to have feparate Patents for their Lots. 

Thomas Frgu es Efquire, M. O. then appeared before your 
Committee. 
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Q Were you at any time and during what period Allditor of 
I_and Patents in this Province, and did you difcharge the duty" 
of the faid Office in perf on or by deputy? A nd when did you 
ceafe to be fuch Auditor of Land Patents? 

A. I was appointed Auditor about 1802, as far as I recollect, 
and difcharged its duties until Auguft 180S, when I went home 
and left the late Mr. Dunn acting for me, I do not well recollect 
when I was fuperseded I think about 1806. 

Q. What was the nature of the Duties of that Office and what 
the Emolum€nts, Salary, or other profits received by you there
from whiltl: you were fuch Auditor of Land Patents? 

A. I merely made an extract of the Patents (Land) for which 
I received 6s ad. for every thoufand acres. I had no Salary: as 
far as I remember the amount of the Fees when I perfonnally. 
acted did not amount to £70 per Anpum : but it was scarcely any 
thing while Mr. Dunn acted and I do not remember the amount... 

O. What was done with the AbO:racts when made, and werl!' 
they traufmitted to any Public Office in England? 

A As well as I remember, I never tranfmitted them to any 
Public Office in England; nor am I aware that they were fo tral1f
mitted by Mr. Dunn, but of this I am not pofitive. 

JamFS Jf KFn:iF, Efqr. then appeared before your Committee. 
Q Have you had any, and what means of becoming acquaint

ed with the River Saguenay ? 
A. I was there twice; the firft time in 1808 I went as fdr as 

Assuapmol/suin, fituated J 20 leagues from Tadouff"ac and at the 
head of the waters which fall into the St. Maurice up the River 
Saguenay: and in 1814 I went only as far as Chicoutimy, which,. 
is fituated thirtl leagues up the River Saguenay. 

Q. What is the breadth of the River ~aguenay? 
A. At its entrance it is about a mile wide: a league highOer up 

it widens, to a mile and a half, it is navigable for large Veffels 
for ninety miles up to Chicoutimy. 

Q. What is the distance from ('hicoutiI1lY to Lake St. John's 
and what i5 the nature of the navigation? 

,A.. The diftance is about 24 leagues: the navigation is fit only 
for fmali CJQoes in fome parts. 

Q Are there any Falls or Rapids between Chicoutimy ana 
Lake ~t. John's? ' 

A. It is filII .of Rapids; there a~e two Rivers joining each 
other at Chicoutim.1J the one called the Saguenay and the other 
the River Clticol{tilny ,or ]{enogcmislz, the junction of whic.h 
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Ri'Vers forms the point on which the Poll: of Chicoutimy /lands: 
I have been. near enough to the Falls in the Saguenay, which 
are at the dlll:ance of two or three miles from Chicolltiml/ to 
hear the found thereof, but I have never feen them myfelf nor 
have I ever feen anyone who has been near enough to examine 
them; the Clerk ftationed at that PDft told me he had never feen 
them ~ I have underftood the Saguenay River is here confined 
to a very narrow compafs and precipitates itfelf over a lofty 
Rock. The Currenc of the River for a certain diftance below 
the Fails (perhaps a quarter of a ffiile) is fo rat>id, that I am 
told it is impoffible to :lfcend it with an Indian Canoe, ;md this is 
the reafon given to me for its being fo little or at all known. 
The Banks of the Saguenay at the point at which we ftopped, 
were lofty and neep rocks covered with fir. 

From Lake St. John to the head of this Fall is a continual 
fucceffion of Rapids, and the bed of the River is full of large 
frones and rocks, which it requires all the dexterity of the Indian 
Hunter to avoid. This portion of the Saguenay lying between 
Lake St. John and CllIcoutimlj is called " La Glllnde IJc
charge": I defcended it in 1808 with a Canadian and Indian in 
a Bark Canoe, we stopped to sleep on our way down, having 
left Lake St. John late, if we had left it in the morning we 
could have arrived within the day, or in less time, as the rapid is 
so strong. 

Q. What is the fize and navigation of the ('hicoulimy river? 
A. This river is very narrow, not more than a few yards wide, 

and full of rapids and carrying pbces; there is a fall in this river 
at (,hiroulimy between twenty five and thirty feet hig~, ,!,his 
river is I believe, the discharge of lake Kel1ogemish, whIch IS a 
long narrow lake, I suppofe about tw~ or three leagues lon~; from 
this lake is a short carrying place whICh leads to a small rIver cal
led La belle riviere which falls into lake St. Johns; up this route 
the-canoes travel when loaded, and they generally come down 
empty by the Saguenay. . . 

Q. What is the diltance between' the Chlcolltlmy and lake 
Kenogemish ? 

A. I do not recollect. 
Q. What is the diftance between lake Kenogwzish and La belle 

riviere ? 
A. I do not recollect. 
,~. 'What diftance do the canoes run down the Be~le Rh;i~re. 

what.is the breadth of this River, and the nature of Its navIga
ticlR? . 

A. I do not recollect the diftance, bllt I think they run down 
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coutim.If' but with a strong current. . 

Q. What is the appear~nce of the Country t~rough ~hlch the 
Belle Riviere runs, what IS the nature of the foll and climate, and 
how is it wooded and watered? 

A. The Country appears to be level, the soil is a fhong clay, 
and fit for cultivation; the climate is the fame as that of Quebec, 
the woods arc white and red pine, ash and black birch, general
ly pine trees: I had no opportunity to know any thing of this 
country except from hearfay ; I heard that the fouth fide is for 
fifteen or twenty leagues a fine level country, diversified with hills 
and an abundance of lakes and small fireams, I underfrand that 
there are alfo good lands on the north fide of the Grande &charge 
altho' not fo good as on the fouth side. 

Q. What is the quality of the land on lake Kenogemish ( 
A. It did appear to me as good as any of the refr. 
Y. Is that lake navigable for Batteaux? 
A. I think it is. 
Q.What is the fize of lake St. 10hn, and what is the nature 

of its navigation? 
A. Its circumference is about thirty leagues and it is almost cir

cular, it is a fhallow lake with a fandy bottom having a few iflands 
in it towards trus end.-It is navigable for batteaux and canoes, I 
do not think it would be navigable for schooners having keels and 
of any burthen. 

Q. What is the number, fize, and courfe of the {heams emp
tying themfelvesinto. Lake St. 10hn's ? 

A. I do not remember the number, there are two or three 
large Rivers of whic!l I do not know the names which fall there-
into on the 1I0rth fide. -
. A.ssuapmousoin River,. of about 120 leagues in length, takes 
Its nfe to the northward m a fmalL Lake near Lake lIIistassiny 
(or" the I~rge frone" in t~e Cree Language) ufed by the Tribe of 
Jllonlagnazs, whofe Huntmg Grounds lie through the whole of 
that Country, aqd empties itfelf in the Lake St. John on the 
South fide, about 8 leagues frem the entrance of the Grande 
Derharge. 

Q. What is the breadth of that River, the nature of its navi
gation, and are there any, and what Trading Pofis upon it, and 
where? 

A. It is upon an average about 120 yards broad as I think but 
I cannot be pofitive, it is f~n of Rapids and Falls, and onl; fit 
for fmall Canoes :-There IS only one Trading Pofr on it, at A'r 
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fuapmoufoin or (in the fame Language "a place to watch the 
Moofe Deer.") 

Q. What ~s the breadth of the other Rivers falling into this 
Lake, what IS the nature of their navigation and are there any 
Trading Pofts upon them? ' 

A. I do not know their breadth, but I know they are pretty 
large Rivers, their navigation is ne;!rly the fame as that of Aswap-
1flousoin ~iver, there are no Trading Poll:s upon them. There 
IS a Tradmg Poft upon Lake St. John on the South fide near the 
Grande Dechm·f!.·e, in the fame place where the Jefuits had for
merly their eftablilhment. 

Q. Have you ever been higher up the Country than Lake 
St. John? 

A. I was in 1808 as high up as the Poll: of Assuapmollsoill, 
about 60 Leagues above the Lake St. John. 

Q. What is the appearance, foil, and climate around Lake St. 
John? 

A. The Climate is much the fame as at Quebec; the North 
fide of this Lake is rather low and I was informed fwampy:
The South fide is more Hilly but the Soil is the fame a~ that at 
Chicoutim.1J :-1 did not examine it, but I am told it is good, 
well wooded and watered with [mall ftreams. • 

Q. What is the extent of good Land about Lake St. John in 
the Interior? 

A. I cannot fay from perfonal knowledge, but I have been told 
that to a dill:ance of 15 or 20 leagues on the South fide of this 
Lake, the Land is hil!y but good. 

I have already faid that the Land on the North fide is low and 
marthy, but I have been told that the Land is good altho' 1I0t fo 
good as on the south side. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the establiiliment that was 
heretofor~ made by the Jesuits, when was the fame made, what 
veftiges remain of it, and what induced the Jefuits to abandon it? 

A. 1 have feen the place, and there is a Trading Poll: there 
now; there are Apple and Plumb Trees ftill in existence, which 
have fince grown wild; the furrows of their fields are ftill villble. 
on which there grows now Timothy Hay; there have been found 
ploughlhares and spades, as alfo Iron Pots, a?d I am told the Bell 
of their Church is ftill there. I have been mformed that the Je
fuits were obliged to abandon it, in confequence of r~p.refentatjo~~ 
made by the French Compagnie des lndes, complal~mg of their 
trading with the Indians; the Land about that place IS very excel
lent. 



56 

Q. What appears to have been the extent of their dearing ~ 
A. I underHand about 300 Acres. 
O. Are there any, and what Traditions amongft· the Indians 

no;' living in that count~y, r~~pecting the Jefu~ts? • ., 
A. I did not hear any fradltlOos; but the Indians of the Kmg s 

Pofts are so ftupid or so fuspicioU'S, that although I refided there 
fifteen years. as ReCIdent Partner and Superintendant of the Trade 
carried on there by the North Weft Company. I was never able 
to colled any information from them. refpecting their hiftory or 
their manners. though I often tried: the only information I could 
get was from the Canadian Hunters. 

Q. What is the appearance of the country in afcending the 
Assuapmousoin River? 

A. For about ten leagues from Lake St. John it feems to be 
pretty level, and the foil good as far as I can recollect. but from 
thence to the Poft there, the Land affumes a greater elevation 
on each fide of the River. it is very barren and covered only 
with dwarf Trees, of the fpruce kind I believe. 

Q. What is the climate at this Poft? 
A. There is fnow and ice 'till the month of June. 
Q. What have you underfiood to be the Climate and appear

ance of the Country between that Pofi and Lake JlJislassiny. 
A. The Climate is fiii! colder, and the Country is very fierile. 

covered with dwarf Trees and with Mofs, upon which the Rein 
Deer (Caribou) feed, of which there are great numbers all 
through that Country:-The Moofe Deer (Urigllu/) is found 
in the Country about Lake St. John's, and is more plentiful 
there than any where elfe; it likes low marfhy grounds. it feeds 
on branches of Willows or Bois d'Orio'//a[ which is abundant 
in marfhy grounds. 0 . 

Q. What is the Import of the names of the Chicolltimy and 
Saguena!J in the Indian Tongue? 

A. I underfiood from the Interpreter that tht' meaning of the 
word Chicoutimy is "there is bottom, or there is founding." 

Q. What is the diftance of II a H a Bay from Chicoutimy, 
what are its dimenfions, and is there any, ;.nd what extent of 
good Land around the faid Bay? 

A. The difiance, is feven leagues on the fouth fide of the Sa
guenay, the ~ay runs into the Country about three leagues in 
depth; the pomt of the Bay near Chicoutimy is called "Cap 

'E " Id ., a L st. 0 not know the name of the lower point. I fhould 
fupp~fe, but J cannot at all be pofitive, that the breaJth of thE1 
Bay l~ alfo about three leagues, but its termination on the low€f 
fide is Dot diftinCl:ly marked._I underftood that all round the 



57 

Bay the Land is good to a great extent back. and I was told it 
would make a large Parifh if it was {ettled. 

Q. Is there any, and what quantity of good Land opposite or near 
Tadoussac at the Embouchure of the Saguenay ? 

A. On the West side of the Saguenay is a Point called Pointe all" 
Bouleaux, about a mile and a half broad a~ far as Duck River, and about 
half a mile deep to t.he foot of the Mountains, this is good clay and black 
mould, the mould IS about a foot deep. Oh the east side, at a high 
Point called" ,Pointe aux Pad us," for the space of a league, as far as 
" M(Julin a Baud" the Land is the same as at Pointe aux Bouleau:c. 

Q •. Is ~here. at an,Y. and what distance up the Saguenay, counting 
from JlS Junction wllh the St. Lawrence, any Cape or High Grounds 
projecting into the Saguenay? 

A. From Tadoussac, as high up as the Bay Ha Ha, is a covtinual 
Chain of High Rocky Mountains 011 both sides of the River, with Capes 
occasionally projecting into the River, some of them are much higher 
than Cape Diamond. 

On the north side there is a River about six leagues above Tadous
sac, called the Ste. Marguerite, this is a small River abounding with Sal
man: On the south side, about a league farther on, there is a small Ri. 
ver called" Le Petit ~aguena.!l'" in which Salmon is also caught. 
Both these Rivers are navigable fa\' Canoes for a small distance, and in 
the main River about seven leagues above Tadoussac are some Island, 
called" Lu Isles de St. Louis." I do not know their dimensions, 

.but they are smail. ' 
Q. 'Vhat other Streams, of wnat dimensions, and how navigable, fall 

into the main Stream between its mouth and Chicoutimy? 
A. I know of no othera, but very small ones, which it is not worth 

mentioning. 
Q. Are thrre any, and what Streams which fall into the Grande n;· 

eharge between Chlcoutimy and Lake St, Johns? 
A. I do not remember any. 
Q. Is the Port of Tadoussac open during the whole year? 
A. It is, but there is sometimes a great deal of floating Ice during 

the winter driven in by the easterly winds and spring tides; when the 
wind is from the land it is always clear. 

Q. What is the nat'jre of the Navigation ?f the Gulph from ~ado~ls
sa'::, and during what seasons and at what times can Vessels sa:l w~th 
safety into the Gulph from Tadoussac, and what are the com~aratJve 
advantages and disadvantages of that Port, when compared with the 
Port of Quebec? 

A~ The River St. Lawrence opposite Tadollssac is open during the 
whole wiater, and the Saguenay is also open as far as the Island,s of, St. 
Loui~: from thence the Saguenay freezes ovel' as ~ar as Chlcouumy 
towards the middle of December. Vessels caD sail from Tadoussac 

H 
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from the beginning of June (sorr.e seasons earlier) until the latter end 
of November or beginning of December. 

One of the advantaO'es of the Port of Tadous\ac over the Port of 
Quebec is, that all th~ dangers of the River Navigation for an in~erval 
of 36 leagues are saved, excepting the entrance of the Ha~bour Itself, 
which is more dangerous than that of Quebec, from the circumstance 
of a reef of Rocks extending from each side of the Mouth of the Sa
guenay for a considerable distance, wh!ch at high water or 011 the rising 
tide are covered, but not at a suffici~nt depth to admit of Vessels pas. 
sing over them, and over which the rising and falling tide runs with 
great velocity and in various Currents, so that without proper precau
tions a vessel is liable to be thrown upon these Reefs, and particularly 
upon that to the eastward: Pilots are not absolutely necessary until Ves
sels reach Green Island opposite Tadoussac, the Piluts often leave Ves
sels going down opposite Green Island, considering their services no 
longer necessary: the Rules of the Trinity House however are, I be
lieve, that the Pilots al'e not to leave until they get to Pointe au 
Pere or Bic. 

Another advantage is that the water being salt, the floating ice is not 
formed so suon as at Quebec, there is of course a great saving of time. 

Q. What species of Fish, and what quantities thereof are taken.in 
the SJguenay or in Lake St. John? ' 

A. In the Saguenay there are cQnsiderable quantities of Salmon and 
Salmon Trollt taken; in the Lake St. John there are White Fish. 
Pike, Trout, and a species of Fish called Winanish, which, I believe, is 
peculiar to that Lake. 

Q. Will you describe the last mentioned Fish? 
A. It is from twelve to eighteen ir.ches in lencrth, shaped like a small 

Salmon, its flesh resembles in colollr that of the S~lmon, though I think, 
as far as I recollect, of a deeper red, but of this I am not certain :-its 
flavor is much more delicate and finer than that of a Salmon. J have 
met with a fish in the UppeT Countrie', which I think is the same fish: 
great quantities of them are taken at the Lake Athahaska, and it is there 
called" La Petite Truite," It is to be observed, howet'er, that Trout 
is cdught in that Lake weighing thirty pounds. Those which I mention. 
ed as having eaten at Lake Athabasl:tZ are the finest Fish I ever ate .. 

Q. What are the'dimensions of Lake Mistassiny, and where does it 
err.pty itself, and what is its distance from Lake St. John? 

A. I do not know its dimensions, the Indians describe it as a very large 
Lake, so large th,at they never went round it; it empties itself into 
.Tames's Bay, I thmk by Rupert>s River; its distance from Lake St. 
John is about 130 leagues by the rQute which the canoes take· in a straight 
line it is much shorter. ' 
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James M'Kmzie, ~squir(', rcql1es~ed the following description might be 
added to the mllllltes of IllS EVidence takell before the Committee on 
the Crown Lands. 
Lu Bergeronnes, are situated North East of 1'adoussac nine Miles; 

They pr~dllce abunda:lce of very good Hay; The I"'ople of TadulIssac 
make theIr Hay there and at PoiNte aux IJoulcaux. L' Allt~ St. Etienne, Gn 
the South of t~e S.aglJena~ abollt Twu Leagues abo\'e Tad"us,,,,, Yields 
lome Hay, whIch IS somell",es overfll.wed by the Tide. 

At 1:' ,',nce St Jtan, on the Saguenay half way to Chicolilimlj, is aSal_ 
mon FIshery, and remarkable fur the growth of mnch fine Maple. The 
Country about Chico/Jtim1j and Lake St. John abounds in this \Vo"u. 
The Servants of the Lessees used to make as much Sugar as they could 
consume. The natives are not in the habit of m2lkillg any although very 
fond of it, when they can procure it, without more tfO'Uble than :hat of 
asking fOf it. 

The North West Company, had a Saw Mill on a small River, a Mile 
below Chicoutltn!l. there is no scarcity of Mill Seats all over that C"un
try, the falls of the River lJ-foulin' a Baud, a league below Tadoussac, 
would furnish all sort~ of Mills with vVater and so would [h,)se of the 
River Chic6utim!l' The Jesuits had Mills at lake St. John, :;ome of their 
Iron Materials have lately been found there. 

Leaving Chicoutim!l we crossed a carrying place a league in length. 
About three league. farther is the Partridge Portage where thc Chicou
limy tumbles itfelf over a perpendicular Rock about twenty feet high j 

the Portage_Is short. 
We passed a few more short carrying places befui'e we arrjved at Lake 

Kenogemish, and a short one after we passed it, then the River of the 
Willows brought us to the Belle Riviere. This 'Villow River is nothing 
but a Rivulet taking its name from the profusion o( "'iIlows Oll its mud
dy Banks. , 

A considerable River runs into Lake St. John where the Jesuits had 
their Establishment, and ab.)ut two leagues to the 'Vestward is another 
River by which the Indiaus in their Rmall Canoes go in a few days 
to Batiscan. It is I believe called the Loon River, the people of the 
Post generally catch their vVinter Stock of Fish at its Mouth late in th~ 
Fall. Mr. Charles Jordan spoke to me of a River which falls into 
Lake St. John on its South side, which Communicates with the SI. 
Maurice, and is free of Rapids and carrying phices : a8 Interlopers came 
by this River to trade with the Lake St. John Indians we ·came to the 
determination of establishing a Post on it, in order to intercept them anJ 
to trade with the Tiles de Boula. 

The Assua,pmousoin, is about the size of the Ott,awa .at Grenville; a 
few leagues from its Mouth the paddles must be la:d aSIde and the set
ting Poles used till we come to the Chaudiire Falls, about half way to the 
Post of AuuapmouJoin. These Falls h"ve a gr'!nd appearance and mak~ 
a great noise, here the River contracts to a .narrow cO,mpass an~ precI
pitates itself over three Rocks each '!bout thIrty fret IlIgh and nslllg a,-



bove one another like the steps of a Stair. A short distance beyond 
them the Current becomes too strong for either the Paddles or Poles to 
Btem, and the Banks too steep and slippy for the use of the tow line: 
we therefore struck off to the left into a shallow River, which after we 
canied our Canoes in many places and dragged them in many other. 
brought us in a couple of days to Lake Skigobicke : this Lake is reckon. 
ed twelve leagues in length, it is interspersed with Idands, its bottom is 
rocky and water clear; after passing it, we crossed a short carrying place 
and entered a small River, lilled with long wild Grass, and here and I here 
a tuft of Spruce Fees, which brought us the distance of six leagues to 
the Post of Assuapmousoitl, situated on a small Lake of that name, a 
great deal of wild Hay grows here, Potatoes have been planted and 
grown to a small size in a Garden near the House. There is a variety 
of Fish in the Lake but they are not numerous; there is a Water Com
munication for Canoes between this and the St. Maurice, it i" as easy to 
go to Three-Rivers from it as to reach Tadoussac. I have been fre
quently told that this Lake is opposite to MaJkinonge. The Alluap
mouloin River runs close by the North end of it. We returned by iI, 
and came in aile day to the Ckaudiere, and in another to Lake St. John. 

The North West Company's houae at Lake Mistassing, was built at 
the South West end, on a long elevated point projecting into the Lake 
and joining the main land by a narrow neck. The Ilituation is beautiful. 
The soil not very bad, but the Climate is cold, there is Ice sometimes 
in July, the people of the Post raiRed enough of Potatoes fol' their own 
consumption, they manured the Ground with Fish of which the Lake 
furnished them great abundance of different kinds, such as White 
Fish, Poison dore, Pike, Carp, and as large Trouts as those found in 
Lakes Huron and Atkabaska, the Potatoes however grew but sm3H. 

The former Lessees had no fixed trading Establishment at Lake Mis. 
tassiny, they sent Goods there to trade every Spring by a River as large 
as the AJJuapmonsoin, which falls into Lake Sl John on t!le North. 

1'UESDA,Y. 30th December 1823. 

Mr. Stuart in the Chair. 

Mr. James M'DouaJl, of Quebec, Merchant, appeared before you'r 
Committee. 

Q, . Have you had any~ and what means of becoming acquainted with 
die River Saguenay, Lake St. John, and the Countries adjoining the same? 

A. In October 1822, I became jointly interested in a Lease of the 
King's Post~, which compri~es t,he Country in question, and I took 
every me~ns If) my p~wer, ?y IOqulring. from those persons who had an 
oppo~tuflltr of knowlOg thiS Country, into the state and condition of it, 
and III the. mo?th of July 1823, I.personally visited this Country, and 
ascended thiS River as far as the third Rapid of the Chicoutimy River. 
In the month of November last I was again at Tadoussac._ 
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Q. What is the extent of the Navigable Waters of the Saguenay 
and .of the ~treams that fall into it, and for what ves~els are tbey res: 
pect\V~ly ~avlgable, w~at are the Falls, Hapids, and other obstructions 
t? navIgatIOn III .the sal~ Streams .respectively, dc,cnbing the same par
tIcularly ; what IS the SOIl aud Chmate of the Country bordering on the 
Saguenay, on its tributary Streams, as well as on Lake St. John, and 
what arE' the Streams which empty themselves into the said Lake, their 
size, length, course and susceptibility of Navigation: what is the na
ture and quality of the Timber produced upon the said Lands, and ill 
your opinion could or could not Settlements be advantageously effected 
thereupon and to what extent, what is the face of the Country and what 
are the advantages or disadvantages thereof as to its means of defence 
in the event of a War with a foreign State: of what kind is the Port 
of Tadoussac, at the mouth of the Saguellay and what are its advantages 
and disadvantages when vie\\ed in regard with the Port of Quebec or 
Montreal: what are the Animal, Vegetable snd mineral productions of 
this Country so far as they came under your observation? 

A. The River Saguenay is navigable for Vesselsof any burt hen as 
far as Chicoutimy, distant about 90 miles from its junction with the 
St. Lawrence.-The Mouth of the River Saguenay is the narrowest 
part of it within that distance, but the Channel appears to be about 
a mile wide at the mouth··· five or ~ix miles higher lip it widens to about 
two miles on an average without any Shoals until you approach Chlcou
timy:-There are many Harb"urs and Anchoring places in this River; 
a number of Rivers fall into it, the principal of which are the Ste. ,I! ar
guttite, La Trinit;, petit Saguena!J and Chicoutimy,-there are besides a 
lIumber of small tributary Stream8, I do not k now their names, but 
they proceed as I am told, from little P "nds or Lakes on the height of 
Land.-The Mouth of River La Trinite forms, for about two mile" a 
very fine Harbour, and where this River becomes r:arroWer there are 
Salmon Fisheries established: sixty miles up the Saguenay is the Bay 
Sa Sa into which fall two small Streams wil h Salmon Fisheries ill both, 
this Bay is a very fine Harbour of nine miles in circumference, it has no 
current, good anchorage throughout, and its bottom consists of sand 
with gravel and round stones as large as a man's fist,-this Ha~bonr is 
the more valuable, as in many places of the Saguenay, no soundings are 
to be found. Ships may ride here in perfect safety from any winds. 

The River Sic. Marguerite is rather larger than the St. Charles at 
Quebec navigable for a considerable distance for Canoe.; the Indians 
told me'that they go up that River a hundred miles. 

Of the Petit Saguena.1J I know nothing. . 
La l'rinite is about the size of the St. Charles and not quite so large 

as the Sic. Marguerite. . . .. , 
The Clzicaulim!J is about th~ ~Ize of the BallScan not qUIte so Wloe, 

but there is full as much waler In It. 
Above the Post of Chicoutimy there are in the River Clzicoutim!J three 

F4ills (if rather Rapids, wbi~h I have seen; they bee;in exactly at_ the 
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Mouth of the River :-The upper one is about a mile and a halfdil
tant, and I have been told there are no further obstructions to the Na
~igatiun with Canoes or small Boats for thirty miles. 

The first and second of these Falls are deadened by the rising of the 
spr;ng tide, which rises there ~bout fift~en f:et ; . the further . naviga~ion -
of the Saguenay above the l'ost of Chlcouumy 15 rendered ImpractIca
ble by a tremendous Fall aboLlt nine miles distant, which no body haa 
ever approached, within the kllowledge of anyone there, whether Indian 
or Canadian.-We can hear the noise of the waters when the WllJd comes 
frum that quarter at this Post: opposite and below Lhicoutim!J for some 
di.,tance, the whole River is a good Harbour and Anchorage. The 
Harbour uf TadollSsac is excellent, with no Current, and able to con
tain a number of Vesseh.-ll is true that there is a Reef on each Side 
of the River Saguenay, running into the St. Lawrence, but the Ch?n
nel still remains above a mile wide, and this Reef is covered at IIlgh 
water. 

I have uo personal knowledge of Lake St. John or of the Streams 
tIlat fall into it, but from information derived fmm persons who have 
visited that part of the Country, there are numbers of Streams that fall 
into it from all quarters of the Compass navigable for Birch Canoes. 
The climate of the Saguenay I am told, is milder than that of Quebec, 
vegetatIon appears to come forward fully as rapid and more so than at 
Quebec; such articles as have been plante!! or sown at the Post of Ta. 
dOllssac did well; the Soil at Chicout1my is still better than that of 
Tad"llssac, and fit for any kind of Culture: the Country about Chi
coutimy is level to a very great extent a"d fit for settling. The growth 
of the Timber is Birch, A"h, Elm, r~d and white Pine, Spruoe, and 
Poplars. I am told t hal the Country about Lake St. John, to a r.on. 
siderable distanct', and on the I{lvers and Streams falling thereinto, is, 
generally speaking, good Land al,d fit for Cuitiva:ion, and thcle is a 
great quantity of hard \\' ood, such as Maple and Eeech, and I have 
seen Sugar said to have been made there by the Illdians. In fact it 
appears from the iliformation I could collect that all the Country flom 
Eay Ha Ha to Lake I't. John~ is susceptible to be settled, as well as 
that upon the Streams falling i.lto Lake St. John from the SOUl hand 
"Vest, and to the head waters "f some oftl'le branches of the G,and or 
Ottawa R:ver that heads nearest the ~t. Lawrence, and down the Ot. 
tawa River to th£ Lake of the Shaws, until it reaches the Richmond 
Settlement, an extent of four or five hundred miles varying in breadth 
flom twenty to above one hundred nlijes: Above Quebec no doubt 
Settlements could extend into the old Se!tlements on the St. Lawrence 
in many places. 

Produ~.: of all kinds rai.se~ in Lowe~ Canada, as Grain, Vegetables, 
Hemp, I lax, Hops, Fruit frees, partIcularly the A pple, which I am 
told Ilves longer at Lake St. Johns than at Montreal, might be culti
vated with the utmost success. 

I am told the small Rivers falling into Lake St. Johns from th~ 
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North and North ~West are not fit for Settlements: A small Ji,tance 
up these Rivers the Country becomes cold and barren covered with 
mall stinted Fir brush wood; The Indians make us~ ~f that Country 

as Hunting Grounds. 
I am not informed whether the High Lands from the Mouth of the 

S,lguenay f,)r sixtr m~les up are fit for Settlement or not; appeJrances 
are very much agaInst It. 

T?e.Bank.;, or ralher Mou~tains of the Sa.:;uenay are very high, 
conslstmg of hard Ro("k, and 111 most places are nearly ·perpenJicuLlr 
covered with a small growth of Fir Wood. 

At the M~Ulh of some of the small Rivers and in some of the Bays 
there are deSirable spots for good Farms, with a rich Suil, and fur a 
small distance above and below the Mouth of the Saguenay on the St. 
Lawrence under the high Lands, there is good Land for Settlements 
for about one hundred and fifty Farms with the advantage of abundance 
of salt Marsh and wild Hay, Fish, wild Fowl, and other Game. 

I have no knowledge of mineral productIOns :_ 
The settler has the advantage of gCl ting as far as Chicoutimy with his 

stock and necessaries at a very trifling expense in craft or Steam.iloats. 
I Chartered a Schooner of seventy five tens last September to carry a 
cargo from Quebec to Chicoutimy for twenty five pounds :-from that 
place to Lak~ St. John's it must be attended with some difficulty and 
expense for those who lirst settle that desirabie part of the Country. 

Cattle or stock "f any kind might be driven across the Country from 
Quebec or above it to Lake St. John, Chicoutimy being situated at the 
head of the navigation of the Saguenay, if the Inland Country was set
tled, it must become a town of considerable commerce: the lilSl export. 
would be spars, square red and white Pine Timber, Deals and Lath. 
wood, Fish, Oil, Furs and Pel tries. 

As the Inland Country becomes cleared, Pot and Pearl Ashes, Grain, 
Flour and Salted Provisions, Hemp &c. would b~ exrorted :-1 am of 
opinion when lhat Country is well settled, a part of th~ trade will /i!:c! 
its way to Quebec, Three-Rivers and Montreal. 

Nature appears to have done a great deal f'r the defence of the Sa. 
- guenay; Batteries or Fortifications might easily be erected at 1'adol1s· 
sac and mauy places round th·: mouth of the kiver to prevent an enemy 
from entering it : the Country is Sl) situated that it appears to be the last 
part of Canada to be invaded by foreign enemies, if the Couutry was 
well settled to make it worthy their attention. 

WEDNESDAY, 31st DecetT.bcl' 1823 • 
. Mr. Stuart, in the Chair, 

Captain Fenwick, Assistant Harbour Master appeared before your 
committ~e. ' 

o Q. What is the number of emigrants which arriv?d at the Port of 
Quebec during last season" and from what parts did rhey come? 



A. The number was '10,258, the greater part came from Ireland, 
some from Scotland, and a few from England. 

Q. What would y011 conjecture was the proportion of children? 
A. Nearly a fourth I suppose of children of and u.nder te~ years of age. 
Q. What would you conjecture was the proportion of smgle to mar· 

ried men? 
A. The number was nearly equal, but their might perhaps have been 

more single men. 
Q. \\ hat is the proportion of female to that of male adults? 
A. I suppose the nu:ooer of female adults is not so great as that of the 

male adults, but nearly so, there was a great number of unmarried women. 

John Neilson, Efquire, a Member of thi~ Houfe for the 
County of Quebec, appeared before your Committee. 

Q. Have you had any, and what means of acquiring informa
tion, refpecting the old and the new Settlements in the County 
~~~? , 

A. 1 have had a great many opportuniti¢s of obtaining the 
knowledge referred to in this question. 1 have refided upwards 
of thirty years in this Cotlntry. and have had almost daily inter
courfe with its inhabitants, and have perfonally visited every part 
of the County which I reprefent. 

Q Are there any new Settlements in the said County? 
A. Yes, the old Settlements have extended greatly in their 

rear, within the last thirty years; Land, of a quality, which at 
that time was confidered by the Canadian Farmers as nN,ufeful for 
Cultivation, has been settled by them. They are now got to the 
foot of the Mountains, which in the eastern part of the County 
are rocky and stony, and unfit for cultivation. Three new Set
tlements have lately been made, the first was commenced in 1816, 
by Americans from the St. Francis Townfilips, and the two last., 
by Emigrants from Europe in 1822. 

Q. What is the number of Pariilies in your CQunty, and what 
is the number of Seigniories? 

A. The numbt"r of Pariilies is feven ; there are three princi
pal Seigneuries; to the east, Beauport, to the west, Sillery and 
St. Gabriel; which may be consider"ed as one, and Fief St. Ig
nace; the centre of the County is divided into fmaH Fief~ 6r 
Seigneuries. 

-Q. Where are the new Settlements fitu~ted, when, and by 
whom were they made, and what is their extent? 

A. Tl~e new-Settlement of Val-Cartier, begun in 1816, is in 
&t. Gabnel, those commenced in 1822 are adjoining in Fief St. 
Ignace, ill Stoneham, and in Beauport; the first was m~de at the 
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expenfe, and by the perlonal fuperintendance of Andw. Stuart 
Louis Moquin, .Efquires, A~vocates resident in Quebec, and my~ 
felf. We obtamed fifty adjacent Lots from the Commillioners 
of the Jefuits Eftates, of three arpents in front by thirty in 
depth, en roture, at the ufual rents, and on the ufual conditions' 
I believe this was the first Grant madt: by the Commillioners: 
Between a hllf and two thirds of the whole Tra~.:t was cultivable 
Land, but it lay at six to nine miles from any houfe, and there 
was no road, but a foot-path through a livamp of three or four 
miles :-on many parts of this fwamp, the water was knee deep 
at all feasons. We gave tht: choice of the Lots that we had ob
tained to thofe who were difpofed to fettle, and on the fame 
terms as they were granted to us, and agreed to advance them, 
on the fecurity of their labour, and their Stock of Cattle, enough 
to enable them to provide for their wants for one ye:!r. They 
al~ repaid us, or secured the repayment of the advances. The 
Settlement was likely to thrive, not, however, in a way to re
imburfe us for the expenfes that we had been at, in furveys, ex
penfes of Grant, making roads, bridges, building a Saw Mill, 
and clp.aring and fettling the lots remaining on our hands; its 
progrefs was however early checked, by the refusal or delay 
of the Commiffioners of the }efuit's Eftates, to give Grants adjacent 
to our Lots, to the numerous applicants, a great many of whom 
being Citizens of Quebec, were poffdfed at that moment of the 
ready money which they had accumulated during the war. With
in thuast two or three years, grants have however been made 
adjacent to our Lands, all the good hnd in the Seigniory, in the 
immediate neighbourhood, is now taken up, and the actual Set
tlers, chiefly Scotch and Irish Emigrants, have fpread into the 
adjoining Seigneuries of Fossambault, and St. Ignace; the road 
made by us, {till forming their fole means of communication with 
a Market. 

The other fettlements in Stoneham, and Beauport, have been 
chiefly effected by the capital of citizens in Quebec, the refident 
fettlers, if any, are emigrants :-There is not much Land cleare~ 
in either ;-That at Beauport is near a market, but the Land IS 

ftony, and no great extent of it is of a good quality. The quit 
rents too are high. 

Q. Is thne any Emigration from your County to other plrt5 
of the Province, and whither is it directed? 

A. Yes, they proceed to different parts of the Country fettled 
by Canadians; ch~eflly to the Diftrict of Montreal. . 

I 
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Q. What is the ufual extent of the grants to Tenants in th~ 
old Seigneuries of the faid County? 

A. Three Arpents in front, by thirty in depth, has been the 
ufual extellt of the_ grants in the County of Quebec. 

Q. Is any fubdivifion of thofe Lands made to fettle feveral Fa
malies, and is that frequent, and what are the caufes of the fub
divilion of the Lands? 

A. Yes, very frequent, almo11: all the original grants are cut 
up into narrow 11:rips of Land, fome not much broader than an 
ordinary Highway, and perhaps a Mile in length; 011 the fronts 
of many of the original grants, the Houles and out Houfes are 
now fo c10fe to each other, that they form, as it were, a fireet 
for feveral miles. 

The caufes of this fubdiviuon are :-
1st. The Law, which divides the real efiate equally among the 

children. 
2d. The diunclination of the members of the fame family- and 

neighbourhood, to feparlte from each other. 
3d. The difficulty of making all new fettlements in this fevere 

climate; it being a received maxim among all the Farmers (ella
blifhed on the experience of nearly two hundred years) th~t he 
that opens a new Farm never lives long enough to enjoy the 
fruit of his Labours. " 

4th. The deficiency of the neceiTary capital for fa difficult an 
undertaking. . 

5th. The want of education among the Country people, which 
alone can qualify them for other employments, and give them a 
deure and enterprife to leavl:! their relations and friends, and 
push their fortunes in difiant parts. 

6th. The obfiacles, delays, expenfes, and difcouragement expe
rienced in obtaining new grants, in the manner they have been 
accuftomed to, and the high quit rents and burthensome condi
tions required by the Seigneurs. 

Q. What effect do thefe fubdiviuons, produce? 
A. Thefe fubdiviuons, when carried to the excefs which I 

have mentioned, produce poverty and beggary, and their confe
quences are the degradation and immorality of the People. 

Q. W"hat is the extent, and the quality of the ungranted 
Lands, in the faid County, and the faid Seign~uries? 

A. The extent of unconceded Land within the County of Que
bec, is very great, because its limits to the no:-th, and north west, 
may be conlidered as extending to the Hudson's Bay boundary. 
There is now very little Land in this County fit for immediate fet
tlement unconceded. A great part of the Concefiions already 
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made, are only fit for woodlands; beyond the atl:ual concersions, 01\ 

the e:lfi:ern side of the COl!nty, the land is mountainous and rockv. 
interfpersed with lakes and fwamp~. with fmall quantities of good 
land along the margins of the Lakes and Rivers. and here and 
there,. on certain fides of the Hills, about half way to their 
fumnuts; the Country IS nearly of the f<lme defcription, to with
in a few milEs of the wefi:ern line of the County: here, however 
the mountains lye farther from the Saint Ll\vrence than on 
the other fide of the County, and as the fmaller rivers, falling 
into the St. Lawrence in this quarter of the Difi:rict of Quebec, 
h:1ve generally a courfe from north east to south west, feveral of 
them pafs through the County of Quebec, and along thefe rivers, 
where they pafs through the Mountains, and up the sides of the 
latter, there is generally a large extent of good land: In this 
quarter fome hundreds of good farms, chiefly in St. Gabriel, at 
a diftance of lefs than thirty miles from Quebec are still uncon
ceded viz. on Pine River. on the side of Tsounonlhllan (or Great 
Mountain,) and on the Rivers falling into the Lake of the feven 
Islands, and on the River St. Anne. I speak only from hearfay, 
when I fay there are in the same direction, good Lands on the St. 
Anne, the Batiscan, and the St. Maurice, all of which pafs with
in sixty miles to the northward of Quebec. Beyond St. Gabriel, 
there is the Fief Hubert, the lands in the rear are waste lands of 
the Crown. In the rear of the Seigneuries, in the eastern portion 
of the Coun~, . there are the Townfhips of Stoneham and 
Tewkesbury, granted more than twenty years ago, but on which, 
excepting two or three in Stoneham, near Lake St. Charles, there 
are no Settlements. 

Q. Is there a Road o,·er thofe ungranted Lands and have thofe 
Lands been furveyed ? 

A. There are no roads through any of the unconceded or un
granted Lands, excepting the winter roads, m~de in the rear of 
the Canadian fettlements, for drawing wood. A few unconce
ded Lands have latelv been furveyed in St. Gabriel, the Town 
fhips have undergon~ the u{ual furveys, of which no traces are 
now difcernible. 

Q. Were there any Concefsions of Lands in the [aid County, 
before t~e year 17£9, and if there have been any, what was the 
general mode of conceding, with refpect both to the extent of 
the Land granted, and the terms on which it was granted? 

A. The greatest part of the Concefsions within the faid Coun
ty, were made before 1759, I have faid that three arpents b.y 
thirty arpents have been the ufiJal extent of a land; the qUIt 

,Rents, every thing .included, [eem to have been rather under a 
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penny per fuperficial arpent, without burthenfome referves or 
conditions-Previous to that time, both the Seigneur and his 
TenGncier, feem to have been regularly looked after, in as far 2S 

refpected their mutual obligations, of granting 'at the eflablifhed 
rates, and settling-I have feen in the extracts from the Registers 
of the Superior Council of Quebec, vol. II. Edits et crdonnan
as, the fubflance of various Judgments confifcating Fiefs. ~or 
non-settlement, on the part of the Seigneurs, and, reumtlOg 
Lands granted by them to Individuals to the Domains, alfo for 
non-settlement; and alfo a Judgment of 23d January 1738 fla
ting the Cens and Ren,ts " Ordonne par Sa lllajeste at un sol de 
c' cens par chaque arpent de {mnt, et un sol de rente par c~ague 
" arpent en superficie, et un Chapon, ou vingot sols, au chou: du 
" Seignf'ur, pour chague arpF11t de frollt." . 

Q. Is there, in the faid County, a conliderable number of 
perfons, who defire, and have means, to form new fettlements 
in the Seigneuries, provided they could obtain Lands near to, or 
at a !hort difiance from thofe of their relatives or friends, and 
are there any fuch Lands, and what are their quantity and qua
lity ? 

A. There are a great many perfons in the County, both able 
and willing to take up new Lands, particularly among the Ca
nadians, but there are none, or very few Lands of quality fit 
for immediate cultivation in their vicinity: The Canadians 
{whom, from long experience, I confider as by far the moll: 
ufeful fettlers in this Country,) are now cut off from further 
fettlements on one fide by the Mountains, and on the other by 
the new fettlements in their rear. 

Q. Are there any callfes which have retarded, and continne 
to .retard, the fettlement of the Lands in the old Seigneuries of 
thiS Country, and what do you think thofe caufes are? 

A. This queftion has been partly anfwered before, the caufcs 
of the non fettlement of the Seigneuries, are, in the firll: inf
tan(e, the difinclination of the people to feperate from their fa
~iliei and neighbours; fecond, the want· of capital; third, the 
high rents and burthenfome conditions asked by the Seigneurs, 
~nd even their refusal to grant; fourth, the want of that fuper
mtendance on this fubject to in force the Laws which prevailed 
previous to the con que fl. 
. Q. Do any of our Huibandmen go into the Town!hips granted 
HI free and common foccage to fettle, and if not to what caufe 
do you alcribe it ? ' -, 

A. None of the old Inhabitants of this Countrv fettle in the 
To\\'n1hip~. In addition to the caufes already mentioned, which 
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produce the fubdiviuol1 of-their Lands, and thore whi~h retard 
the ft'ttlement of the Seigneuries, I am of opinion that they arc 
deterred from fettling on t11e free and comm '11 fo~caO'e Grants. 

1 o. From their ignorance of the nat lire of there Grants 
2 ~. :~he ?ifficulty. and e~pcnsc of procuring them. • 
~ . 1 he information whICh they receive, of the manner in 

which the trown and Clergy ReCenes are interfperi"ed between 
the only lots that actual fettleni can procure. ' 

4 0
: The. diflike. of i?termi~i?~ with .Irrangers, and the appa

rent dl~cultIes which. I? th~le lownlhlps they mufi be fubject
ed to, In refpect to religIOUS InfiruCl:ion and alli fiance. 

Q. Have you had any, and what means of knowing the natme and ad
vantages of the Seiglleurial Tenure in this country, c,)mparcd with that 
in Free and Common Soccage? 

A. I am acquainted with the operation of both Tenures; but it is 
very difficult to pronounce on their c,)mparative advantages. 

Q. What a.f''p~ar tf) )"uu to be the relative advantages, or disadvanta
ge. of those Tenures? 

A. I understaud by Tenure, the Terms and Conditions on which the 
Sovereign Authority of a State guara~tees to Individuals and their As
signs, the exelusi ve occupation of a certaill portion of the Tfrritory of 
such State. The Tenures in modern Europe, owing to the Conquests 
to which almost every part of it has been subjected, have been chiefly 
military; the guarantee of the Sovereign Alllhority in favor of indivi
dual posses<ion, seems to have been there, generally, grant~d with a view 
to military service. In America it has been given with a view of set
tling- the country. A spirit of imitation, and the introduction of Laws 
established in Europe, originally gave something of the military charac
ter to the Tenures in Canada, and in some of the British Colonies. They 
have, however, been mainly characteriied in both, by the object of the 
Granter: viz. the Settkment of the Country. Settlement, both in Ca
nada and the Uuited States, has accordingly been the chief condition 
imposed. The British Grants were generally immediate to the Settler; 
the French Grants were, in fact, to Trustee; f"r actual settlers, the prm
cipal Grantee being requ:red himself to settle .o~ his Gr~nt, and re
grant on a trifling considerati,lI1, and easy Conditions, which seem to 
have been fixed by Royal or Legi,lative Authority. The old feud~I,!lo
tions were brought from Europe, and are found 10 old Laws. and lule 
Deeds. Even before the Conquest, the Tenure en fief 10 Cam:da. 

; amollnted to little more in favor of the Seigneur, than pre-eminence and 
superiutendence, ill conveying .the Lands in smallyortions to actual Set
tlers' for which he was restncted to a ren'.UneratlOn, not more than suf
ficien~ f,)r his eU:ployment of Capital, op~ning the. Settlement, and the 
aforementioned services. This remuneratIOn, particularly the Lods et 
Vr:ntes, being of a nature growing with the means of the Settler, was at 
no time severely felt; it was particularly advantageous to the Settler at 
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first, requiring no part of th~t Capital wh;ch is 80 ,hard to b,e ,procured, 
and so indispensable fol' effectmg the Settle,ment whIch the Ong,mal Gran· 
tee of the Lands had in view, At no time was the Settler hkely to be 
laid undf'r any burlnens, l'f'sulting from the T,enurf', which h~ could not 
easily bear. Since the Conquest, the pre.emmence leg~l1y ,gIven to !he 
Seigneurs has in a great measure ceased, some (If ~helr nghts, whIch 
were rather burthensome to them~elves than otherWIse, (those of Jus' 
tice) h~ve also ceased. . . , 

The old Seigneurs seem generally to have performed theIr duties, with 
respect 10 the re-granting of the Lands, but the enfo~cemen,t of Ihf'se 
duties on the part of the Crown, seems to have fallen mto disuse; the 
consequence has been, that purchasers of Seigneur~es af:er the Conquest, 
seem to have almost considered the Lands therem as If they had been 
held under the Soccage Tenure, and thought themselves di!pensed from 
many of the coudilions upon which the Grant was made, nearly frustra. 
ting its object. The Tenure en fief, notwithstanding these abuses has, 
in effect, put great numbers of Settlers on the \Vaste Lands m the Pro. 
vince, with secure Titles, free and fixed as to the Conditions, and in no 
re~pect burthensome. 

The Soccage Tenure in this Province, having the same object in view, 
has not been so successful in forming actual Settlements: it, in reality, 
diff~rs very little from the Tenure en.fief; if the Crown had granted a 
large Tract to one individual, for a" Pepper Corn" for instance, binding 
him to selt Ie on t he Land, and to regrant that portion not necessary for 
his own cultivation, to such individuals as might apply and become ac
tual Settler~, upon certain moderate annual Quit Rents, and other easy 
conditions, this would, in fact, be nearly the Seignenrial Tenure, as it is 
now in operation in this Province. The Quit Rents, and other Obliga. 
tions, would prevent speculation in, and monopoly of, 'Vaste Lands, and 
encourage the object of the Crown, the Scttlement of the Country. 

The. Tenure in free and (;ommon Soccage, from the eluding or non
execution of the King's Instructions, (there being no anuual charge on 
t,he Grantee 01' holders ?f them) has encouraged this kiud of specula. 
tlOn and m~l1opoly" and 10 ~ great measure, frustrated the object of the 
Crown,. \\'hl~h, part Ic\~larly 10 the ('ase of powerful individuals being con
cerne~ In th,s,speculatlon aud monopoly, has, and m1!~t ever, find it al
~ost ImpractIcable to compel the fulfilment of its object, and the condi
Uon of the Grant, ~amely ac~ual Settlemcn,t. In as filr as respects the 
actual, Settler, aballJ1g the eVIls of speculatIOn and monopoly, which af
ftct hIm by Ihe difficulty of obtaining Roads, and the performance of 
the Obligations of Neighbourhood, the condition of the Censitaire and 
the Settler holding ,in, free and Common Soccage, is nearly the sallie; 
the ~xpenses of obtallllug th~ Grant, including the loss of time or Agen
cy,I,s greater for the Lands 10 Soccage, aud he is thus deprived of the 
Capital, whIch would, have contributed to his support on a first Settle
ment, and enabled 111m 10 make greater (learings; a loss, which will 
probably be found fully equal to the burthens l1sually imposed on 14e 
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Cetts;ta;ru: If he pmchases for Cash or Credit, he has the in~erest of 
the money to take into account; purchasing on credit from the defi
ciencyof Capital in new countries, is however the llSual ~ollrse and thell 
being frequently unable to pay at the term, the Settler in fre/and Com: 
mon Soccage, is in a more degraded condition than the Ceruitaire alld 
loses his Land, always at the most unfavorable time, with all hi~ im_ 
pr(Jveme~t~; perhaps, fore~f.eing this ~es.lIlt, he has impoverished the soil, 
and left It m a worse conditIon, .than If It were in standing woud. 

The one or the other Tenure IS good, freed from abuse~, which obtain 
in both, but rather more, I think. under the Soccage Tenure. I should 
however, prefer for any new Country, the Tenure which has 10nO' been 
in use, and with which those in a situation to become actual S~ltlers 
are b,:st acquai~ted, as most Ii!~ely to effect the main object in view on 
granting Land. m such ConntrIes on any Tenure. The United States 
have lIf late years, materially deviated from the mode of granting Lands 
heretofore exlSting in the,e States when they were Colonies. TIns mode 
is more consistent with the true principle. of political economy. than 
either the old mode in the British Colonies, or in the late French Colo
nies on this Continent. Lands in a state of nature, differ in value from 
the quality of the soil, the timber aud the locality; the object of Go
vernment is the Selt lement of "T a~te Lands, but there is a preference 
arising from their difference of value; every subject qualified to settle or 
layout Capital on 'Vaste Land, ha~ an equal right to a share of the 
unoccupied Waste Lands; they ar~ therefore divided irito suitable Lots, 
making mcderate reserves for certain public use~, and the preference is 
given to the best bidder at public sale, paying ready money. This mode 
does not deprive the Settler of any Capital for clearing the Land, for he 
can always raise on the Land paid for by him, about the amount paid at 
a public Sale. He has, in fact, paid for nothing but the preference, 
which the superior value Df the Land ensures to it. 

The Title is according to the Tenure called Soccage, and this Tennre, 
under these regulations, is probably the most advantageous for settling a 

.Country. 
Q. What are the circum1tances which prevent our husband.men from 

extending their Settlements into the Interior on the ungranted Lands of 
the old Seigneuries? 

A. From 1793, but parliclllally from about 1800, to the close of 
the late war in Europe, the progress of the Settlements in th~ S,>ignf'~rics 
was very great; where the Lands w.ere good, and were obtamcd at hnle 
expense, and on somf'llting approaclung to the ?Id terms, they were rea
dily taken up, settled u·pon, and the R~ads I.ald o~t, and made at the 
common expense, acCOrdlT.,g to I:aw. 1 he ,dlst~nt JOIITney" dehys, and 
expenses, and difficulties III obtamlng Proc.1!! I erbau:.:, b~)th before ~nd 
after the homologation, were a gene~al subject of co~ph\lnt ; the Ingh 

rice of agricultural produce, occastoned by the war III E~rop~, ~nabled 
however the Settlers to bear all, and overcome ~1l ob·;tacles In makIng tbe 
Roads. Since the close of the war, tbe progress of the Settlemctlts has 
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been yearly diminishing; the decline in tbe prices of agricultural pr~. 
duce, the obstacles of unusually high rcnts 2nd new and onerous condl' 
tions of the Grant and absolute refusal \0 conccde on the part of rna· 
nyof the Seigneur:, with the expenses and difficulties of laying out 
Roads as before l11~ntionrd, are more than they can bear. 

For further information on this subject, I refer to my answer to the 
seventh Quenion. ' 

Q. What are the chief imp£di~l'nts t~ settling. experienced .by the 
European Emigrants who come mto this CountlY, and are deSIrOUS of 
settling there? 

A. The principal obstacles to the settlement of European Emi
grants in the Diftrict of Quebec, to which my knowledge main
ly extends are: 

.' 1st. The severity of the winter, and shortness of the summer, 
the real difficulties resulting fron. which are magnified in their 
imaginations, by the extravagant stories related on the subject 
abroad and among the lower orders of Europeans in, Canada. 

2. Their utter ignor:mce of the mode of defending themfelves 
against the real feverities of the climate, and of the best means 
of making their labour productive, under circumftancesvery 
different from those in which they have been brought up. This 
ignorance is fo great, that their situation for the first years after 
their settlement is often diftreEing. 

3. A delire to proceed among their relations and friends, the 
majority of whom are fettled within the United ~tates, fouth of 
the Great Lakes, and west of the Alleghanies, where they enjoy 
a milder climate, although the Markets are fomewhat less advan
tageous than on the St. Lawrence. 

4. The formalities, difficulties, delays, and expenfes, of pro
curing Grants of Crown Lands in Lower Canada; thefe Grants 
being only to be had at the Capital, where the expenfe ofliving is 
high, where they are utter Strangers, and unable to get any in
formation that can be depended upon, with refpect to the place 
where they might advantageously fettle :-Thofe who have means, 
generally proceed beyond Quebec; only the very poorest of them 
remain, and trust to daily Labour for a fubfistence, which they 
can only find in, the Towns, from a want of knowledge of the 
language of the Coumry, and also the general want of confi
dence in thefe strangers among the farmers, and the low value 
they fet on their service. 

Q. How do you .think, that in the County which you repre
fent, fettlements might be effected, both by the Inhabitants of 
the Country and by European emigrants who come hither, .m05[ 
fpeedily, and efrectually, and where, in the faid County, or the 
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neighbou~ing Co?nti~s, might t!ley be placed moll: advantageou(]y? 
A. :h15 queLhon IS one wluch would require more time and 

reflectIOn, than I can bell:o\v upon it, to anllver it properly: ge
Il~rally, there is ~o effectual way of fettling a Country, other
wife than by fecurmg to everyone, the fruit of his own Labour 
enabling .the furplus Agriculrural Population to take up lleV: 
Lands! with the leall: pomble expenfe, excluding lofs of time, 
and without any burden whatfoever otherwife than thofe indii
penfable for enabling him to do fo under a fccure title. The 
Canadian Population are by f.lr the moll: advantageolls fetders in 
this part of the Country, and with the foregoing facilities they re
quire no looking after or fuperintendance, will fearch out good 
Lands where they are to be found, and where a fuitable fublist
ence can be derived from them-I llnderll:and th:)t they mull: be 
facilitated in every thing connected with religion, io the way usu
al in the Country, and have every facility in laying out road •. -
They have no diflike to ll:rangers who mix among them and be
have well, but few Canadians of good character will fettle among 
firangers.-With respect to European emigrants, they are very 
badly calculated for a firft fettlement in this Country; where it is 
once begun they may fucceed, but they want fame kind ot fupt:r
intendence, till they can be enabled to manage their own common 
concerns in their own way, for which they ought to have every Ie-· 
gal facility. There can be no refident gentry in this Country, Lince 
the Seigneurs have become null, and the fyftem nearly abandoned; 
the majority of the feulers will then, inevitably, have to manage 
their own local concerns, which is indifpenfable in every fettle
ment of a mixed population, having nothing in common but the 
Englilh language, and each individual, being by his own exerti
ons without .dependance on any others. 

I drew up in UH 9, a Plan for extending the fettlements in the 
County of Quebec to the St Anne River, on the bell: Land at 
the' foot of the mountain~, and the rear of the fwamps.-I give in 
a rough draft of it for the information of th~ Commi~tee. Cir
cumll:ances have difcouraged me from atte{ldmg to thiS bulinefs 
fince and I have not time at prefent to look over it, it having 
been'in the hands of a friend, whom I thought might have more 
opportunities than I could to promote the execution of this Plan. 
PLAN by JOHN NEILSON, Efquil'e, for forming a new and exten-

five fettlement on the North fide of the St. Lawrence in the vi
cinity of Quebec. 
The traa of Country which it is necelfary to confider, with a 

K 
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view to the contemplated fettlement, extends from Cape Tqur
ment to the River St. Anne, including the Hland of Orleans. 

The exifting settlements in this tract? ~re tl~icldy inhabit.ed, so 
much fo, that the farms have been fubdlVlded IDto fmall ftrlps -not 
fufficient to support their Proprietors, and emplacements of a~o~t a 
superficial arpent have been conceded on many of them for buIldmg 
lots.-The whole of this population ha, hitherto had no means 
of extending itself, excepting by emigration to dift~nt parts; the 
fettlements of the Wand being confined by the River, thofe of 
Beaupre, Beauport, and Chlrlesbourg by mountains, and the re
mainder by tracts of poor Land and fwamps. 

The Mountainous tracts present insuperable barriers for the present 
to the extension of the Settlements which they confine, but the tracts or 
inferior Land and Swamps, are ob&tacles, wh',ch may easily bl1, and in 
fact have already been, surmounted. 

The Rivers within the tracts last referred to, ~ommencing with the 
J~cques Cartier, at a distance of twenty miles from Quebec, have a 
Southwestern course. On ascending these Rivers, to five or ten Lea
gues from the St. Lawrence, a Mountainous tract commences beyond 
the Swamps and the existing Settlements, which seldom extend more 
than two or three Leagues from the River, where they have long remain
ed Stationary, from the causes before mentianed. 

At the foot of these Mountains, there are extensive tracls of good 
Land, in the mo,t favorable exposition in the Province, and conscquen 
tly less liable to injury by Frost than Land lying much farther_to the 
South with a less favorable exposure. The fertihty of these Lands when 
new, the proximity to Market, the means of uninterrupted Land Car. 
riage, together with the facility of bringing them into a productive 
State, owing to the nature of the Timber and Soil, will almost invaria
bly enable the Cultivator to pa.y the expenses of Clearing with the pro
duce of the first or second Crop. 

A good Carriage Road from Indian Lorette to the Jacques Cartier, 
at the Eastern extremity of the good Land above mentioned h already 
made; all that is necessary to lay open the whole tract, is the prolon
gation of this Road in the rear beyond the Swamps, to the Settlements 
on the River St. Anne or the River Ba/jsran. The distance from the 
Jacques Cartier, to the St. Anne River, does not exceed four or five 
leagues, or between eleven and twelve from Quebec by the Va/rartier 
Road, the whole distance to SI. Anne Church or the Seulements of the 
River Batiscan by this Route, would not be greater than the distance 
to. th~ same plac;es by the Road along the St. Lawl'ence following it~ 
w~ndlOgs. It is proba~le that the Road proposed to be opened, might be 
laId out throug~ Cult~vable L~nds the whole ~vay. with an extent of good 
Land on each ~,~c of It, su~clent for several Concessions, and affording 
room for a thrIVIng poplll~t\On, ~s numerous as that which is now pent 
up on the front of the Selgneunes -along the St. Lawrerue. 



75 

From the ~ad success of th.c experiment which has recently been 
m~de of openm.g ~ew ~oads with the Public money, it is nrot probable. 
neither perhaps IS It desuiable, that any assistance should be obtained 
from the Legislature for that purpo,e. The Individuals, the value of 
whose Proper~y would be enhanced by the opelling of these Roads, 
?ug~t to provide the .means, and ought to take all active part in effect
mg It, as they are bound by the Conditions of the Ancient Grants en 
Se;gneur;e, and it is seldom that any other mode is attended with suc
cess; 

The holders of the Land, through which the contemplated Road 
would pass, are ;-

I o. The Commi,'sioners of the Jesuits' Estates. 
20. Mr. Duchesnay, Seigneur of Fossambault. 
8 0 • Possibly His Majesty's Waste Lands. 
4, o. Mr. B. Panet, Seigneur of Bourg LOllis. 
5 ~. The Seigneur of D' Auteuil, and Mr. Allsopp, for Jacques 

Cartier. . 
- 6 0 • Mr. E. C. Delery, for Perthuis. 

7. 0 • The Crown and Grantees for Alton. 
8 0

• The Seigneurs of Deschambault, La Chevrotiere, and Gron
dines. 

It is presumed however, that the Road may be opened without any 
material advance of Capital, on the part of the present Holders of the 
Land. It would, it is supposed, be sufficient, that they all were hear
tily to embrace the plan, and offer nJ impediment. One of the greatest 
obstacles to extending new Roads and Settlements in any direction, is 
the indifferent or narrow minded conduct of some holders of large 
Tracts of Waste Lands. They will give themselves no trouble, give no 
facilities for these purposes, but the moment that their Lands become 
nluable, by the means of those Roads, or new Settlements made at 
the expenses or by the efforts of olhers, they exact more onerous Con
ditions for their Grants, which, with the difficulties and loss of time, 
frequently met with before the Grants can be obtained, discourage the 
persons intending to settle. 

The Commissioners of the Jesuits' Estates have:; fixed the Rents and 
the Conditions of their Concessions according to the opinion of the 
Law Officers of the Crown, founded on the Law of the Country in 
that respect. Their Concessions are not onerous, nor alarming to the 
Settler, and when the frequent mutations in every new Setlle~ent are 
considered they are exceedingly favorable to the. Es~ates, seeing. t.hat 
they may soon derive an Income from Lands, which, III all probability, 
under more burthensome Conditions, would have remained filr Cen. 
turies unproductive to them, and t.o all others, whi.le the encreasing 
Population of the neighbourhood IS driven to a dls!ance, to. other 
Lande, or compelled to seek a new, and frequently a miserable eXistence 
in the Towns and Villages. . . 

It is conceived, that if the bolders of tbe Land III the tracts menlJon-
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ed would consent to the following term~, and give their hearty co-oiJe. 
ration and countenance to the proposed Road and Settlement, that it 
might be speedily effected, without any material disbursement of Capi: 
talon their part. ' _ 

lst. To make conceffions within the faid tract, on the fame 
terms and conditions as the Commiffioners 0 the lefuits' Eftates_ 
have made their grants on the Jacques Cartier, in St. Gabriel. 

2nd. Appoint three Gentlemen in Quebec 'to layout the 
Rood, procure a Plan, and make the grants in the name- of the 
different Seigneurs-an Office to be eftablifhed for the purpofe at 
fome refpeEtable Notary's. 

The Land to be granted in Lots of three arpents in front by 
thirty in depth. 

3d. Only one Feu et lieu to be obligatory on those holding a 
concellon not exceeding 180 arpents. 

The expenfes of furveying in the firft inllance would be con
fined to laying out the road, and marking three arpent lots on 
each fide of it with durable Polls, the road forming the bafis of 
the conceffions of thirtyarpents in depth on each fide of it. This 
would be fufficient to enable the fettlers to take poffeffion of their 
grants, and they would continue the lines at pleasure-parallel 
grants at the depth of thirtyarpents could be laid out when re
quired ; a diagram of the road, and each lot, inferting the name 
of each perfon taking up a lot with the date of its being so taken, 
to lie for public inspection at the office. 

The profperity of all new fettlements, however favourable may 
be the fituation and quality of the foil, depends on the judicious 
and economical employment of labour_-The labouring Proprie
tor is generally the moll fucceffful, his capital being small, ,he can 
afford no waite, he has the ftrongest of all fpurs for exertion. ' 

When Land can be obtained on the easy terms of the Seigneu
rial Grants, every man that is able to work may readily become a 
Proprietor; he mull, however, have previously amaffed fome 
capital, at leall equivalent to the coll of Tools, and the erection of 
a Log Hut, and Food and Cloathing for a few months. To be 
enabled to do this he mull: have fome capital of his own, or have 
employment from fome rerfons who have already a capital. 

The increafe in the value of Lands where fettlements are made, 
it is prefumed is fufficient to induce Capital ills to veft fome porti
on of their capital on Wafie Lands in favourable fituations, in or
der to bring a portion of them into cultivation-Many of these 
Capitalifis, cannot however perfonally attend to the details; they 
cannot labour; they muft employ labourers; in fact give an oppor-
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tunity. to the labourer to amafs capital and become a labouring 
propnetor. 

I.t w?uld feem tha~ a fund for the purpofe of performing the 
obhgatlon of Feu et lieu, or fettlement duties, might be readily 
raifed bv the Gentlemen authorized to make the grants from per
fons defirous o~ ta~ing Lands who have a capital, but cannot per
form these obligatIOns them!elves-Part of thefe funds might be 
employed under the authonty of the Gentlemen having the ma
nagement in opening the first roads of communication, in fact to 
enable the labourers employed in making~ the firfi ciearing to get 
upon the ground with their cattle and tools; the remainder in et
feCting the clearing and putting up the firfi dwellings. 

The Commiffioners of the lefuits E(l:ates require 4t arpents 
to be brought into cultivation, and a dwelling to be built within 
the year-the expenfes to each holder of not more than IRO ar
"ents would be as follows: to be depoGted when the authority to 
occupy is given. 
Clearing and Sowing, Stacking and 

Pitting £.'j per acre, - - £20 0 0 
Log Houfe covered with Bark, IO 0 0 

£:30 o o 
The produce 

Say 2" acres Potatoes at £6 per acre, £12. 
-2 do. Oats at £4 10" do. 9 21 0 0 

would be fufficient for a Family with a Cow and Pig till a next crop. 
The fecond year [here would be little difficulty of renting the 
Land to new comers for more than double the interefi of the 
whole Capital expended-One Family more of labourers would 
be added to tae fettlement increaling the value of the Lands; in 
faCt, the conllant influx of new fettlers would {oon form a market 
on the fpot, giving additional value to all the produce of rhe 
place. " " 

The only expenfes of managelT.ent would confi~ in the wages 
of an active and trufty agent on the fpot, who .wou,d co?tract for 
the dearing of the different lots of the depolitlllg ProprIetors, re
ceive the work, pay the money, and account to (he gentlemen.ap
pointed, delivering the Clearing and Houfe to the Owner With. 
in.-To this perCon all new fettlers w~uld be add.reITed, and 
he would put them in polTeffion and furlllfh them With the ne-

celTary information. . 
- Many perfons would take Lan.ds who .know nothmg about the 
fieps for a firft fettiement, who, III tact, If they were able, cannot 

attend to it". 
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The economy of one tru~ty, intelligent, and accountable Agent for the. 
whole, will be sensibly felt by everyone, who has .the sm~l1est expe
rience of the difficulties Gentlemen have of managing busmess which 
!they do not well understan?, with people apt to ta~e advantage of their 
deli.:acy, want of informatIOn, and persunal supermtendance. 

From the t'xperience which has been had in the Va/cartier Settlement, 
it is believed, that if a Plan, of the present description, as it respects the 
holders of the Seigneuri~s, and the management of the Settlement, could 
have been adop.ed, and cordially acted upon by all parties, that the Set
tlement would at present, instead of about a hundred SOllls, have con. 
tained ten time8 that number. 

By opening, or causing to be opened, four leagues of a Carriage 
Road, by raising provisioRs on the spot, sufficient to support a large 
number of Labourers, and of new Settlers, and thereby saving an ex~ 
pense of transportation, nearly equal to the first Cost of the Provisions; 
in short, by placing Labourers and subsistence four leagues in advance into 
the Forests, in the direction of the tract of Land now proposed to be 
opened, the most difficult part tlf the work has been done, and the 
strong, obstinate, and almost universal prejudice, that there was no ex
tent of Land on the North side of the St. Lawrence, in the vicinity of 
Quebec, beyond the existing Settlements, fit for Cultivation, has been 
dissipated, it is hoped for ever, in three years, by the united exertions of 
a few Individuals.-October 1819. 

THURSDAY, 29th January, 1824. 

Mr. Stuart in the Chair. 

John Neilson, Esquire, again appeared befOre your Committee. 

Q. At what amount do you estimate the Population of Lower-Cana
da~ and what are the data wheTeupon you proceed in making your calcu. 
lations] 

A. 1 have no certain data upon which I can form an Estimate of the 
present Population of Lower-Canada. The last Census taken of which 
I have any knowl~dg~ was in 1784, by Commissioners appointed by Ge4 
neral Haldlmand In virtue of Royal Instructions. 
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This Enumeration, like every other Enumeration, owing to omislion9 
against which very strict precautions have not been taken, was probably 
less than the real Population. 

The Population of Lower-Canada in 1764, has been stated at about 
60,000 Souls; an increalie in the same ratio would give at present about 
480,000 Souls. 

The ratio of increase has however, in all probability, been much great
eor, particularly in the period between 1792 and 1812, from the stimulus 
given to labour by the Exports of Grain during that period. 

The Statements of the Curates given in to Government in 1823, and 
published in the Quebec Gazette, with Allowa.nces for Parishes f~r 
which there were no Returns, made the Population 364,000. In thIS 
Statement there were few Protestants, and it was well known Ihat the 
Population of many of the Parishes is stated at far less than the true 
Dumber: The P,oteslant Population of Quebec is altogether omitted. 

The Militia Returns of Lower-Ca(lada ali stated by the Adjutant Ge
nerallast year, was 70,443. 

It is acknowledged to be very incolrect, and certainly below the true 
number. In the States of Maine, New-Hampshire, and Vermonr, 
where, taking the whde population together, the ratio of increase pro. 
bably differs very little from that of LowercCanada, and where. it is be. 
lieved, the Militia age is nearly the same, a Militia of 83,510 gives a 
Population of 7i8,2HO. 1 bdieve however, that their MIlitia age is 

from-IS to 45, ours is from IS to 60, and perhaps the ratio of increase is 
something greater in New-York, although I think we fully surpass in 
that respect Vermont and New. Hampshire. 

There are probably more omissions in our Militia Returns than in 
theirs: 1 should conceive that the population of Lower-Canada at the 
present time is 600,000 souls, in which case the population would have 
doubled every twer.ty years from the conquest. 

Q. From what causes does your estimate differ 80 much from that of 
the Surveyor General of Lower Canada, and have you any and what ob. 
servatiom to make upon the said estimate now shown to you? 

A. The Surveyor General's calculation is chiefly founded in the 
statements given by the Curates in which every person who has a know. 
ledge of the Country admits there are a great many omissions-The 
T~wnshjp and Protestant population in general, I apprehend has been 
e~tJ.~ated by the Surv~yor General without any very certain diua-Hia 
dIV1SIO~ of the popul~tlon into Coun:ies and Districts, J consider to givl' 
a sufficlent~y ~orrect .Idea of the relative population of the diflerent divisi
ons, and It I~ pOSSible that generally his estimation may be nearer 
the truth than mine. 
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THURSDAY 29th January 1824<. 

Mr. Stuart in the Chair. 

Lou!s Sivrac, of the City of Quebec, appeared before your Committee 
and saId :-

I have navigated the Rivel: St. I.aw~~nce and the Gulph, along the 
l:abrador Coast,. and to Halifax, ffJr hfty four ~'ca,.s past: for thirty 
elg~t years I navIgated as iI Ship .Master. For the 13-t twenty years [ 
navIgated the Saguenay as a Slllp Master in the service of the North 
West Company. In that capacity I have had the command of futlr 
Schooners, the first of 1) 2 Tun~, the second of 34, the third of 35, 
and the fourth of 40 Tons. The n1l1ober of Trip. which I made to the 
Saguenay was usually three or four a year, I hav.? however made as many 
as five. 

Q. 'Vhat is th~ nature of the Hal bour of Tadolusac, what time is the 
navigation open, and when does it close, and what arc the advantarrcs 
and disadvantages of the said Harbour? b 

A. In the Spring I he Harbour may usually be entered from the 
10th to the 20th of April, but that is as the years may be.-The navi
gation closes from the 10th to the 20th of November. There is a dir
ferrence as to the opening of the season of twenty days witt. respect to 
the Harbour of Quebec, and there is a difference of One Month as to 
the Autumn, in favour of the Harbour of Tadoussac. 

On the 20th April 1780, I left the Labrador Coast and I arrived at 
St. Patrick's Hole; the Ice opposite Quebec was still fast; and I went 
to Quebec on foot over the Ice. The entrance of the Barbour of Ta
doussac is half a league wide having along it two Shoals, one of them to 
the East, the other to the ,,,' cst. It is capable of containing, perhaps 
as many a5 twenty of the largest Vesbc!s. With a goud Pilot [he Shoals 
are not dangerous. At the entrauce of the Harbour, we sounded the 
Saguenay in the n'iddle of the Stream, and found IlO bottom with 330 
Fathoms of Line. I was present when t hat was dOlle by Captaill Mar
tin. At the distance of one Hundred Fathoms from the Shan', Vessels 
Anchor in twelve or fourteen Fathoms: the bottom is good, it is of 
Clay and black Sand. In that Halbour Vessels are safe aga,inst every 
wind provided they be strongly moored .to the Shore., There IS no Cur
rent in the Harbour. The Current beginS about a MIle off. The Har
bour is still Water. 

Q. What is the nature of the Navigation from Tadoussac to Ch~
coutimy ; 'Vhen does the Navigation there open, and when does It 
clme; what are the mo>t usual Currents, Shoals, Anch'lrages, ~nd 
HarboUlS between those two_places, and what are the dangers to whIch 
a Vessel is exposed dllling the said N avigatiCJIl ? 

A. The Navigation opens about the temh of M~y, & closes about the 
L 



end of October. The Saguenay is frozen over from the Isles St. Loui~, 
to a distance of Seven league~ from Tadoussac, as far as Chicoutimy, 
from the 10th of December to the 10th or 20th of May. 

The most prevailing Winds are th~ North ~ast and North. West; the 
first Harbour is the Isle St. LouIs, there IS Anchorage ID Twenty 
Fathoms Water, with moorings to the Shore) and there IS good Shelter. 
The Harbour consIsts of the whole breadth of the Saguenay, which is 
there half a league, where there is Anchorage under Shelter of the I~le 
St. Louis, which is a full a league in circumference; it is a Rock about 
fifty ft:et high: it is quite as steep as Cape Diamond; its summit is c~. 
vered with Birch, Pine, White Fir, and other soft Wood, and there 19 

Game thereabouts; it is very difficult to walk round it. There are five' 
other Islands a little higher than the Isle St. Louis, which are about 
half the ~·1.e of Isle St. Louis. Three leagues higher up is the Harbourof 
St. John, which is half a league long by the whole breadth of the Sague. 
nay. There is Anchorage there in twenty Fathoms Water with Moor· 
ings 10 the Land. Two leagues upwal ds is the Anee de fa Trinitt which 
is half a league in depth and one MIle wide. There is Anchorage in 
twelve Fathom~ Water with Moorings to the Shore. 

Cape a L' Eu, is then reached which is five leagues from the Post of 
Chicoutimy. There is Anchorage in eight Fathoms Water on the whole 
breadth of the River. On leaving the Harbour of Tadoussac to enter the 
Saguenay the most common course is N. N. W. Above the Isle St Louis 
a W. N. W. course is to be followed. From the Harbour of St. John, 
to reach Cap d L' Est, the Course is N. W.} ,V. From Cap a L'Est, 
to the River l.:aribou the course is North: thence to the Riviere du 
Moulin, which is half a league £ron};;Chicoutimy, the course is W. S. 
W. ; leaving this place for Chic;~y, the course is North. 

Q. What are the Tides at Tadoussac. and at Chicoutimy ? 
A. At Tadoussac the Tide is high at full Moon and at new Moon, at 

two. hours and three quarters after noon, or after midnight. At Chi. 
couttmy at four hours and a quarter after noon or after midnight. The 
Tide when high at .... hicoutimy rises Eighteen teet perpendicularly. At 
Tadoussac the height of the Water is the same as at Quebec. 

Mr. Edward Thereau, appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Have you ever been at the Saguenay and at what parts there

of, at what time, and in what capacity? 
A. I lived at Chicoutimy about eight years. I worked there 

for the gentlemen of that Post. I have not been higher up. I 
left it last Fall. _ 

Q. Have you feen or infpeCl:ed any of the lands in the neigh
bourhood of Chicoutimy or of the Saguenay ? 

A. I have gone over the neighbourhood of the Post of Chi. 
coutimy, to the extent of two leagues, more or lefs. 

Q. What is the quality of the lands in this neighbourhood 1 



83 

A. ~he~ art! of every defcription; fome are \'ery good, and fit 
for culuvatlon :-The only obfiacle I have met, is a great nllmber 
of ~oc~s o~ f~me of thofe lands, but where the land admits of 
cultivatIon It IS very good. 

Q What is the number of Indians who were in the habit of 
ccmmg to the ~ost of Chicoutimy during your re:;idence ? 

A. There might be a dozen of Families who came annually to 
that POSt, while I remained there. 

Q, What was the nature of the Trade carried on there ~ 
. A • .The Indians, broug~t Furs, and received in return' every 

kmd of Merchandize which they wanted, as Flour Maize Am-
, , ' , 

mUOltlon, Arms, Snares, and other Dry Goods. 
Q. Of what nation were thofe Indians, and wh;).t was their 

character? 
A. They were lIfolltagnais ; they were a good and very mild 

People, a little addicted to fpiritous liquors as most of the Indi
ans 'are. 

Narcisse Amiot of Quebec, Efquire, appeared before. your 
Committee. 

Q. Have you been employed by any pedon of Three Rivers 
to obtain Lands for him? 

A. In the beginning of last December Mr. Edward Kimber of 
Three Rivers requefl:ed me to go to Mr. Ryland's office to ask for 
Location Tickets, which Mr, Ryland was to procure for him in a 
few days. I went several times to Mr. Ryi.lnd's office without 
meeting him there, but meeting him one day he told me that the 
Lots claim«;d by Mr Kimber had already been allotted to other 
perfons, and that Mr. Kimber would be obliged to prefent a new 
petition to HIS Excellency if he wished to obtain Lan~: I there
upon remarked to Mr. Ryland that Mr.l>:imber had obtained the 
Surveyor General's certificate that the Lots of Land by him 
claimed WE're vacant. Mr. Ryland anfwered that that had fre
quently happened, but that in order to avoid the granting of the 
fame Lots to different perfPn~, be took the trouble, when new 
applications occurred, of afcertaining what Lots had theretofore 
been applied for, and that he had often remarked that t,he Sur
veyor General had granted similar certificates when the fame lots 
had previously been taken up by other. perfons :-Mr. Ryland 
further obferved to me that if Mr. Kimber should prcfent a 
frefh Petition to His E;cellency for other I.ots, it was not his 
intention to be paid twice. 
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William Sax, Efquire, first Cler_k in the Surveyor General's 
Office, and Land Surveyor, appeared, and ftated :-

That he has been a Land Surveyor since 1796, and has been 
in the Surveyor General's office since 1814, two year: and three 
mOllths of which he was aeting Surveyor General durmg the ab
fence of Colonel BOllchette. 

Q. Do you know the Townfhips on Craig's Road, and will 
you state their number and quality of foil ? 

A. The Townfhips are: Shipton, Tinwick, Chefter, Halifax, 
Invernefs, W olfstown, Ireland, and Leeds: the foil in general 
is good so far as I have feen it, near the road it is very ftony-and 
hilly, the Country is broken and uneven, timbered with Beach, 
Maple, Elm, Birch, Spruce, Pine, Cedar, and Ash and Bafs. 

Q. When were the faid Townfhips re/pectively furveyed, whQ 
were the leaders of them, and of what defcription of perfons 
consified the afsociates ? . 

A. As near as I can recollect they were· furveyed in or about 
1800; the leaders, fo far as I underftood, were, of Shipton, 
Mefsrs. Barnard and Cufhing, their affociates were people of their 
own choofing whom I do not know, and in general I think peo
ple of not very refpeetable fianding in Society: the north west 
half of the Townfhip of Tinwick was granted I think mostly to 
Loyalists and Canadians, without any particular leader that I 
know of: the north east quarter of this Townfhip I furveyed 
my/elf in 1813 for the late- Honble. John Young and Family, 
and the fouth east quarter was furveyed by Mr. Ecuier, the 
year before, a part of which for the Honble. Chief Jufiice Sew
ell, as I understood. The Townfilip of Cheihr was furveyed or 
explorec! about that time by a Mr. Kilburn for, I think, the late 
Mr. Frobifher and Family, of the north west Company: one 
half of whi~h Townfhip was fhortly after granted either to Mr. 
Frobifher and his Afsociates, or to fome other gentleman of the 
North Vl est Company and his Aff'odates. 

The Townfhip of Halifax was furveyed or explored about the 
fame time by Mr. Kilburn, and a part of it fhortly afterwards 
granted, either to Mr. Mc Tavish and A/sociates or fome other 
gentleman and Afsociates of the North West Company. 
, The Townfhi,p of ~nvernefs was alfo by .the fame Surveyor a. 

bout the fame tlme either explored or furveyed, and a part of .it 
alfo granted to fome one of the Partners of the Nort Weft Com
pany and thei!' Allociates. 

The Townfhip of W olfstown was alfo about that time explor
ed or furveyed by the fame Surveyor, and a quarter thereof grant-
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eli to the late Nicholas Montour, formerly Pal'tuer of the North 
Weft Company and his Alfociates. 

The Towniliip of freland was at that time explored or furvcyed 
by the fame Surveyor, and a p~rt of it granted fhartly after tl) the 
late Mr, Frobifher and Atfociates. 
Th~ TOlVnfhip of Leeds was al[o explored (lr furvcyed about the 

fame l1me by the fame furveyor, and a part thereof granted either 
to Mr. Froblfher and Alfociates ur to fundry other perfons. ' 

,Q. Have ,you had any occafion, and when, latterly, to vifit the 
[aId Townfhlps, or any of them, and what is their fiate and con~ 
dition or of any of them, as far as the fettlement of them is con
cerned? 

A. I have vifited thofe Townfhips lately, viz; the Townfhip 
of Shipton in 182) ; the Settlements in that Towu!hip were then 
in a forward ftate, the clearings and improvements Wfre flourifh
ing fo far as I could obferve them, the buildings were confidera
hIe, many of which were erected with taile, and the Inhabitants 
generally appeared to be in eafy circumfi:lOces. 

In Tinwick there were a few houfes from the Shipton line :llong 
Craig'S roarl, perhaps four or five, clearings were commenced, 
and in a fiate of progref~. 
, In Chefier in 1819 I obf:~rved but two houfes on Craig's road. 

the mofi confiderable of which is the property of Nathaniel 
Brooks who has made a large clearing well fenced in, 

. Neither in Halifax nor in Inverncfs did I obferve at that time 
any clearings or houfes along the road, excepting in Invcrnefs. 
there were then two fmall houfes occupied by Aldrich, father and 
ton, 
. In Ireland were feveral houfes along the road, for inftance a 

Mr. M'Lean had a tolerable good hOllfe with a large improve
ment at his refidence upon Lot No.2, in the fecond range in that 
Towniliip-I obferved another houle on a road by a branch of 
the Becancour River, near a Lake. 

In Leeds I obferved but two houfes at that time along the road, 
one was occupied by one M'Lean. and the other appeared not to 
be occupied. it was called Palmer's houfe, there were however some 
clearings along the road. . 

Q, In what way did the actual fetders whom you faw obtam 
their Titles ? 

A. I did not inform myfelf of this. 
Q. Have you any ~nowledge of applications havin~ been mad.e 

for portions of the fald Lands by any ,and what c1afse. of perfons, 
previous to the iff'uing of the Patents In favour of the prefent Pa-
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ten tees of the fdid Lands, and before any promife of grants had 
bt!en made to the hid Patentees ~ 

A. At that time I was in the Diftrict of Montreal ,'lOd I had no 
occafion or opportunity to inform myfel! refpecting the above 
query, therefore I do not know. 

Q. Do you think that if Craig's road were fettled and kept in 
good repair that this would be bweficial not only to the fettle
ment of the adjoining Townfhips in general, but alfo to the City 
of Quebec, in particular by bringing along this road Provi/ions, 
Cattle and other produce, fronl the Tuwnfhips and the United 
States to this market? 

A. Certainly, that has always been my opinion. 
Q. What is the whole quantity of Land that has been granted 

to the Militia which ft!rved during the last war, and how much 
does there remain fiill due to them to the beft of your know
ledge and belief? 

A- I do not know, nor could I, fiate without reference to fiate
ments and documents which have beeen regularly made out fince 
1817, and are of record in the Surveyor General's Office, and of 
which the Surveyor General would be able to give a very falif. 
faB:ory and ·complete fiatement. 

Q. Does there not remain a large q/lantity due to the Militia? 
A. I think there does. 
Q Is the quantity remaining due equal to, or does it exceed 

the quantity already granted? 
A. It far exceeds it in my opinion. 
Q. To what caufes do you attribute the non granting of these 

~~? . 
A. I have no means of stating them. 
Q. Are you acquainted With any actual settlements formed by 

Militia Men who ferved during tht! late American wal' ? 
A. I understand that fome are making or forming Settlements 

in fome of the Townthips under agency; of myfelf I know of 
no aCtual Settlements of that description. 

Q. Are the grants that have been made to the Militia, made 
principally to Privates, or to Officers of the Militia? 

A. There are many Locations made to the Militia, but I can
not fay what is the proportion between the Men and the Officers. 

Q. What is the number of grants made fince the late War to 
Canadian Subjects of His Majefiy not having served in the Militia? 
. A~ I c~nnot tell, but I think fome efiimate may be made of 
the quantity from docume,nts i~ the Surveyor General's Office. 

Q. Can you form any conjeCture of the probable quantity fQ 
granted? 
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A. The Townfhips of Sethrington anJ B'anford have been 
granted to that description of perfons, and other Townfhips have 
been furveyed. for that purpofe, so that I fuppofe the quantity ac
tually granted IS under 40,000 acres; th€ Townfhips furveyed are 
thofe of Cape Chat, Matane, and St. Denis, nonc of which are 
yet under patent. 

Q. What is t?e quantity of Land actually granted !ince 1815 
to European Emigrants, and in what quantities? 

A. The Lands granted to that defcription of perfons is In quan
tities of one hundred Acres and two hundred acres generally to 
the applicants, but as for the whole quantity granted, I beg to re
fer to the documents to be found in the Surveyor General's Of. 
fice, however it does not exceed I think one hundred and fift~ 
thoufand acres. . • 

Q. Are the grants fo made principally in lots of one hundred 
or two hundred acres ? 

A. I think they are about equal, if any thing the Locations of 
one hundred acres exceed. 

Q. What was the lowell: quantity ufually granted to actual 
fettlers before 1815 ? 

A. Previous to 1815 I do not recollect of any Location grants, 
and when Townfhips or parts thereof had been previously grant
ed, if was underfiood that every perf on named in a Patent, of the 
age of majority, was to have no lefs than two hundred acres. 

Q. Is not the quantity of two hundred acres the smallest quan
tity which in this or the adjoining Provinces, or the old British 
Colonies, as far as has come to your knowledge, was expected by a 
settler to be received, going into a wilderness for effecting a new 
fettlement ? 

A. I have always underfiood that two hundred acres was abollt 
the quantity, previous to.1815. 

---
Nicolas Vincmt, an Indian Chief, (Isa~anhonhi) appeared befdre 

your Committee. . 
Q. In what parts of Ihe Country have yO? hunted, at what period of 

four Life, and at what distance from the River St. Lawrence, and from 
the actual Settlements? . 

A. At the age of Fifteen, I hunted along the. Branches of the River 
Batiscan which I have descended as far as the River St. Lawrence. I 
have als~ hunted in the rear of the River Jacques Cartier as far as the 
Branches of the River Chicoutimy. I have also been in rear of t.he R,i
ver Malbaie. On the South side, I have h~nted as f~r a~ the River St. 
Jean and in the upper parts as far as Becancour, In several of tho!e 
place~ as far as twenty five or thilty leagues trom the Settlements. 
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and River Chicoutimy as to Soil, Mountains, Rivers, Timber, and ca· 
pacity for Culture, and the Route which you pursued? 

A. About twenty years ago I departed in order to hunt in those parts. 
I went by way of Lake St. Charles, and crossed a carrying place (Por
tage,) about three.leagues long from t!:Jat Lake to the River Jacques Car
tier. Thence having ascended the RIver three leagues, we crossed a car
rying place (Portage) of seven or eight leagues where we again met the 
same River, which we followed for about ten leagues and then reached 
the River Chicoutimy. In this journey we met ve"y little good Land, 
it is a Mass of Mountains and Rocks'; what httle level surface there is, 
is Marsh and Lake of which there are a great many. The River Chi
coutimyand the Jacques Cartier, have their source.at the same place, at 
the distance of half a league or a quarter of a league. These two Rivers 
have their source in a great number of Lakes into which several Rivulets 
empty themselves. On my return 1 made a Raft at the source of the 
River Jacques Cartier on which I descended three or four leaglles, 1 
then took my Canoe which had been left there and descended tbe River 
Jacques Cartier about Ten leagllts, meeting in that distance two Fall~, 
one of them nearly t wCllty feet high, the other ten or fifteen feet. I 
found two carrying places, one of Six Arpents aDd the other of four. 
The carrying place between the River Jacques Cartier and Lake St. 
Charles, is about four leaguesfrom the Cote a Haroussin. I crossed the 
t:arrying place to Lake St. Charles, crossed the Lake, and descended the 
River St. Charles to within fifteen Arpents of our Village. Our Com-
pany consisted of three persons. - . 

The River Jacques Cartier runs North West, at the distance of Ten 
leagues. it separates into Three Branches, the first runs between the 
South West, and the West; the sec.ond runs North; and the third 
North East. I n descending I followed the South West branch. There 
are small Rivers which fall iato the Jacques Cartier, butl do not know 
their names. 

'The Country is Mountainous from one end to the -other of the route 
I have described, rocky, not producing any Hard \Vood, but produ
cing Birch, Fir, and Spru·ce, that Country can never be Cultivated. 

(~. What Game do you take? 
A. Beaver, Otter, Martin, some Musk Rats, and on the melting of 

the Ice, Ducks. Some Caribous are met. 
Q. At what time does the Ice take in the Upper .parts of the River 

Jacques Cartier, and wherrdoes it melt ? 
A. The Ice begins to. form in those parts in September and to mel: in 

June? 
Q. How long were you absent on that Hunt, and what did you do for 

Provisions? 
A. We were three: we took with us a Minot of Indian Corn per 

Man, about forty Pounds of Meal per Man, two POlinds of Hog's Lard 
per MaD, and twelve rounds of PQrk. We carried that, on lhrl:e In-
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dian Sleighs, every Man his own. 'Ve had each to carry moreovel' 
Three Traps, one Fowling piece, one Hatcher, Fish Hooks, two Pounds 
of Tobacco, one Pound or one Pound and a half of Powder, six Pounds 
of S!lOt and Ball. We at;: twice a da y, on setting off in the morning, and 
on closing our Journey in the Evening, 'Ve made Cakes with Lard in 
our Iron I'an; we made broth with Pork and India!l Corn 01' Beans: 
these Provisions were sufficient for twenty or twenty 6\'e days without the 
aid of Game. \Ve afterwards lived on the produce of our Chace, 
sometimes poorly enough. 

Q. What is the quality of the Soil in the Country in rear of 
Batifcan, and is that Country level or Mountainous? 

A. There are places in which Parilhes confi!l:ing of good 
Land might be formed, and others where the Cpuntry is Moun
tainous and fomewhat Rocky. I do not think Settlements could 
be formed in the l'f\ollmains, there is too much Rock. I began 
my journey with four Iroquois; we proceeded between North 
and South Weft; we crom~d the Jacques Cartier and River St. 
Anne; we paffed above the River Portncuf and C4amplain, and 
we reached the River Batifcan at the diftance of twenty Leagues 
or thereabouts from the River St. Lawrence in a right line; I 
fpeak of the place at which we reached the River Batifcan. We 
occupied about ten days in performing our journey; 'l'e ftopped 
in our way a quarter or half a day, as we thought proper for the 
purpofe of Hunting. The Branch of the River BatifCan to which 
we had come was navigable for Canoe~ and even for BatteallX, 
and is nearly as broad as the River Jacques Cartier, oppofite 
Mr. Neilfon's Land on the latter River. We descended in Ca
noes probably about thirty Leagues, as far as the mouth of the 
Batifcan :-the,re are many carrying places, perha?s twenty or 
twenty five: there is a Fall two or three Leagues from the Ri
ver :--there follows a feries of Falls :-the Lands improve to
wards the lOWEr part of the River; and there is a great quantity 
of Land along the River fit for Cultivation :-the Country low
er down is not very Mountainous. 

Q. How far from the River St. Lawrence on the South fide 
ha"e you hunted and at what time? 

A. I went to 'the River Duchefne to hunt laft Fall. Th2.t 
River empties itfelf between Lothbini~re and St. Pierre :-It is 
not navigable :-there are five Conceffions there, and I have 
hunted to the diftallce of four or fi ve Leagues from the rear of 
the Settlements :-Jhe Country is level, there are no Moun
tains; marfhy, bl!t a good foil :-:-;-the Lands al~~g Craig's Road 
fire Mountainous with many Hills, but the fOil IS good; I have 

M 
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been as far as the River Becancour I have alfo been along fome 
of the branches which fall into the River St. John on the South 
Shore. 1 have been at Temiscoltata and from thence to the Pe. 
ninfula near Fn:derickton :-1 went for Troops during the War; 
we fuffered much from wal;1; we paffed through a large track of 
good Land. 

FllIDAY, 30th December, 1823. 
Mr. Stuart, in the Chair. 

Mr. Franco;1 fTerrault appeared before Your Committee. 
Q. Have YOll had any, and what means of acquiring a knowledge of 

the Saguenay, and of the surrounding Country ? 
A. I am now 65 years old, and from the age of fifteen to last Fall, I 

have remained in the Saguenay Couutry, and made excursions into the 
surrounding Country. 

Q. What are the Length, Breadth, Depth, and course of the Sague. 

pay? - f 'M h Ch" r h' h A. It is 25 leagues rom Its out to IcoutJmy, as rar as w te 
place the tide eAtends: the general breadth of the River Saguenay is' 
tillce qnartersof a league: it is extremely deep uutil wiLhin three leagues 
of Chicoutimy. 

Q. \\That Streams flow into the Saguenay or into Lake St. John, 
their lr'lglh, breadth, depth and courie respectively; how far are they 
navigable, and what kinds of Fish are found in the Saguenay or in Lake 
St. John, or in the ~trea!\l9 which empty themselves into either? 

A. There are many. The River Sle. il1.argueri/e, navigable for Birch 
Canoes through an extent of forty leagues, ill which there are carrying 
places at intervals, a quarter of a league wide at its mouth, empties itself 
on the north side seven Jeagues from the Mouth of the Saguenay. The 
River L' Allee Sf. Jean, navigable in Can"es for fifteen leagties on tbe 
south side, empties itself into the Sagucnay two leagues above the River 
SIC, Marguerite; it may be ten arpents wide at its Mouth. L' Ante d~ 
fa Tr;ni'e, navigable for twelve leagues 10 Canoes, also empties itself on 
the sOUlI! shore into the Saguenay, four leagues above the Ance St. Jean, 
it is abont three arpent broad at its Mouth. 

The River of La Baie Ha, Ha, is four arpents wide at its Mouth, 
navigable in Birch Canoes for twenty-five leagues, falls into the Sague. 
nay on thlt south side; into that Bay falls a small River which is not 
navigable for Canoes, but in which there is a good Salmon Fishery; it 
flows from the west. 

The River a Valin, flowing from the north, is six arpents \vide, navi. 
gable in Canoes for fifty leagues; it falls iuto the Saguenay five leagues 
above 11a Ha Bay. 

The River Chicuutimy where the Post is situated is eight.arpenu 
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wide, and is navigable for thirty leagues in Canoes. It flows from the 
tomh. 

Above the Post of Chicoutimy, the distance as far as Lake St. John 
js thirty leagues by the Saguenay, which form5 the outlet of that Lake: 
There are sc'veral carrying places, one of which is two leagues in length. 
the others are much less cOllsiderable. 

,!he Riv~r Chicoutimy, (sigllifying. "further on it is still deep") 
whlch fall~ mto the Saguenay at the Post of Chicoutimy is seven leagues 
long, /lowing from the s,)uth; there are five cal r)·ing places on that Ri. 
~er. That River is formed by Lake Tsinogomi, (Long Lake) which 
IS seven leagues long. On the south side, thret: Rivers f<lll iuto that 
Lake, which are about one arpent and a hJlf wide, and navigable ill 
small Canoes for a distance of eighteen leagues. On the north side of 
that Lake, a River empties itself into the ~aguenay, and on the san.e 
north side another River empties itself into the Lake. Those two Ri
vers are navigable for Canoes. At the extremity of Lake Tsinogomi, there 
is a carrying place of three quarters of a league; a Lake is then reach
ed, which i& called Tsinogomi/sisck, which is two leagues long by eight 
arpents in width. The Lake last mentioned joins another Lake called 
Kasusnileomi, (the Lake of clear water) which is about half a league 
long by ten arpents in breadth, but which has no outlet. The outlet 
of Lake Tsinogomitsisck (the lesser long Lake) is a River which is nv() 
leagues long, called Parkil:aouinani.rhdushihi (of Alder) about twenty 
·five feet wide. After that River, the Belle Riviere is reached, one al'
pent and a half wide, and about three leagues long. having a carrying 
place, and emptying itself into Lake St. John at Koushpigan, (a place 
which is ascended.) Lake St. John is fourteen leagues long and four
teen wide. On the south side, two leagues from Koushpigal1, a little 
River falls into that Lake, which is not navigable, and is called Kuosh

p'ygisk (where is a small ascent) two league. from that Email River, is a 
considerable River called Mefabishoual1 (the place where the couroe of 
the water ends) at which is the Post. That River is navigable in Ca. 
noes for thirty leagues, it is six or seven arpents wide. 

Four leagues from thence there is a River, (~ho on the south side) call
ed Ouiguatskouan, (du you see the Fall there, a carrying. place must be 
crossed) which is navigable in Canoes for at least twel,ty:five leagues, ~nd 
six arpents wide.-Three Leagues from thence there .1S a small .Rlver 
called Ouiguatsnganisn, (a small ascent) two arpents \vlde and navigabis 
by Canoes for twen ty-five leagues.-Seven leagues from thence (also on 
~he ~outh side) is a River called' .A.rsuf!pmouso~n (place w~ere the Elk 
IS lald wait for) a quarter of a league Wide, na~lgable fO.r eighty leagues 
where there is a Lake of the same name, on wh;ch there IS a post. 

On the north side of Lake St. John, is the River Peribonea (the Cll

rious River)-this name is probably given to tl,at Rive~ be.cause its wa
ter is clear and Game and Fish abound there.-It IS 51' uate twelve 
leagues fro~ the outlet of Lake St. John" it is half a league wide ~nd lS 
navrgable for thirty leagues in Canoes.-1 wo leagues hl1!.her up IS the 
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River Mislassini (the large Rock) navigable for forty leagues at least, 
three quarters of a league wide at its mouth.-By this River (Mibtassini) 
perhaps at least forty small Lakes and carrying places are passed, to 
reach Lake Mistassini which empties itself into Hudson's Bay.-Near 
the Post Assuapmousoin, on the Lake of the same name, the~e is a R.iver 
called Nicouta (swampy places) three quarters of a league wide, naviga
ble by Canoes for eight leagues-There is then found a lake o~ the 6a~e 
name which is four leagues long by one league and a half ~Ide which 
leads towards the north, at the extremity of that Lake there lij a River 
called Matawenanisk (the crooked River) about eighteen leagues long by 
seven arpents in width-there is then a small Lake Chacanala (the rocky 
Lake,) fifteen arpents in width by twenty-five ill length-these are follow
ed by five small lakes, w_here t here are several carrying places; t he whole 
tpgether may be one league-having attamed the hlghest ground whence 
the waters begin to flow to the southward towalds Lake Temislaming 
(very deep Lake) which leads towards the parts in rear of Montreal, but 
where I have never travelled-I do not know the extent of Lake Mis
tassini, but I cal) sta~e that it is ninety leagues long by at least sixty in 
breadth, and that it is full of Islands-The Islands arc large: we pad. 
dIed along onc of the Islands for one day and a half without having seen 
the end of it-l crossed it at a strait where it was eight leagues 
broad-T n crossing the lake at the shortest interval between Island and 
Island is eight leagues. 

In crossing the Lake there are fifteen large Islands-there grow on 
those Islands low Spruce and Juniper as on the sea coast-Timber is pre
vented from growing there by the f, equency of high wlDds-There are 
Moooe-Deer there-The water is extraordinarly clear as at sea-A stone 
may be distinguished in fifteen fathom water-Fish abound, . that is to 
say, Pike, White Fisb three feet long. Salmon Trout, I have taken some 
which weighed 42 pounds-Another kind of Trollt which is not found 
here. and is only found in Lakes where the water is as clear as the Lake 
in. qu~st~QII-the Indians call it Maingoucize (which means the long 
Fish) It IS extremely far, of excellent flavor, sometimes two or three feet 
long. and eight inches thick, there is a gre!lt deal of Poisson dorE, 
Perchaudu, Carp of two kinds, white and red-I have seen red Carp 
two feet and a halflong, the whitt' ones are not quite so large-this Lake 
has three OUtlets-there are to the right two outlets twenty leagues dis. 
tant from each other, that on left hand is four leagues from that in the 
mi~dle-.that on tb~ left hand falls into Hudson's Bay-The two others 
ulllte agam at the distance of forty leagues or thereabouts and flow into 
Hudson's Bay-the place where they reunite themselves is called NE
wishquesla. (N; comes from the Point, wiskque from Birch Bark, and sla
much) and It may be rendered into English (Birch Point).-This Point is 
also know~ by the name of Fort aux Anglois (English fort.) 

The middle outlet which we followed is about half a league wide.
In th~ ~arbour I have ment~onerl, I have seen four Barges capable of 
contalmng 80 packages of eighty pounds weight each-They were al 
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large as Whale. Boats and made in the s~me manner, and in those barges 
the descent to the sea wa9 performed belllg a distance of sixty leaguei. 

I have only been 70 leagues from Mistassini. The most common 
Timber along that outlet is Red Spruce. The Fort was built of that 
Tim~er ~~ of a kind of Grey Pine, of which there is none hereabouts. 
I beheve It IS called Cypress. There is also Poplar, Birch, and a great 
deal of Swamp Spruce. 

Q. Have you ever gone round to Three.Rivers by the Saguenav and 
what was your Route? • , 

A. I have made th:!t Teur twice. The fint time was, I believe, 
tw.enty . five years. ago; the second about eighteen. After reaching Lake 
NlCoula, a .carrymg pl~ce of ab~ut a quarter of a league is crossed; 
and there IS a httle River about a perch and a half wide-the Ri'er 
Micouashah (Red Carp River); that River is descended for about two 
leagues. There is then a sIT,all carrying place of about six arpents. 
when the edge of a Lake is reached which is full of Island~, and is called 
Ash. Kalsi, (the Rocky Lc.ke.) After proceeding about four leagues 
on the Lake, a River is met, which is about four arpents broad and fOUr 
leagues long; at the extremity of the River, is a Lake about six leagues 
long and t\vo broad, which is vlllIed Kapisletsouin; (the Lake of Foam) 
at the end of the Lake, a Fall of about forty feet renders necessary a 
carrying for about fifleen arpents. Embarking again on the same River 
and proceeding about six league~, a Lake IS reached which is about five 
leagues long ,!Od two leagues broad, which is called Lake Tsimouslou
mino Shapaigan, (the Lake of the Uld Man). At the end of the Lake 
the River is too swall, and it is necessary to perform a carrying of three 
quarters of a league. The carrying place being crossed, there is a Lake 
four leagues long and about one league broad; there is then a carrying 
for three quartETS of a league, which leads to a small Lake about three 
quarters of a league long and half an arpent wiae: another carrying 
place of about twenty arpents is made, and the border of a take is 
reached which is four leagues long and one and a half broad; it is called 
Kaouashilam; (the Lake of clear 'Vater.) At'the end of this Lake is 
a short carry!ng for ten arpenls along the outlet, and here tha~ elevation 
is' attained whence the waters tlllW Into the River St. MaUrice. The 
River last mentioned, is the /irst of the walers on that side, and that 
Lake is the limit of the King's Domain. The Outlet of that Lake is 
a small River abollt one perch wide, aud navigable for Canoes fo~ abuut a . 
league and a half. At the termination of that small River IS a Lake 
three leagues long and about one le~gu~ wide, where there i.s a ca.rrying 
place a league in length; after whIch IS a Lake called Mtreasht, (the 
Point of Rock) which is about two leagues long by one league and a 
half wide-this Lake is full of Islets; its outlet may be about ten ar
pents wide and twenty arpents bng. There is a carrying place fifteen 
arpents long. which leads to Lake Ouashoulaoucla, (Sand B.anks) t.welve 
leagues long and two leagues wide. The Lake last mentioned, 19 the: 



source of the River Metalullottine, or (the River of WillJi,) which is the 
River St. Maurice that fhws into the River St. Lawrence at Three-RL 
verso Lak.e Oua,houtaoucka is seventy leagues north-east ~f Three. 
Rivers: at the termination of this Lake are twO leagues of River near. 
Iy leo a .. pents wide: then a Lake called Kapemitsigama (C.ross Lake) 
four leagues long by about two leagues wide; tile endof thiS Lake to· 
wards the South is passed, and its Outlet fJrms a River fOllr a~penta 
broad by four leagues long; another Lake is then reache~, called Ocoul. 
sioushta, (the Lake in which we soon shall plunge-alludmg to the Ra
pids which are near.> This Lake i~ probably S!X leagues lo~g hr tl1ree 
wide' its Outlet is a River about SIX arpents wide: that River 18 bor. 
dered' with Cypress, and there are vcry lofty Mountains on both sides. 
S'X leagues from the Lake just mentiooed, is a Post called Kikendac 
'the Grey Pioes,) This word is a corruption of the true Indian word, 
OutcishMata. Silt leagues above that place the River becomes almost a 
Lake, in which there arc scveral extremely flat Islands. After that 
is a carrying place, called Sllikaque paushti!:i, {the l'olecat carrying 
place.> Abuut six leagues above that carrying place is a large Ri. 
ver on the north side about five arpents wide, navigable in large Canoe II 
Lr twenty-five leagues, called Koushapashigan.ushipi, (the River of Jug. 
gling): that River empties itself at that place into the Saint Maurice. 
AboUI four leagues lower dow!! on the north side, there is a carrying 
place half a league long, called Lekaunigan, (the Sanely carrying place.) 
Th!ef leagues lower down there is a carrying place on the same side 
called Kamalshi asl,ini, (carrying place of rugged Stones,) whence de
scending four leagues there is another carrying place on the same side
called a Shikueta, <Carrying place of the Caldron}; eight leagues lower 
do,vn, on the north side, there is a Post established by the North West 
and Hudson's Bay Companies, called Uimutashe, (the Point which is 
6een.) On the suuth side, opposite that Post, are two Rivers, one of 
which is called the River Caribash, (of the Ribband) one arpent and a 
half wide, and which runs in rear of Montreal westwards, navigable in 
Canoes, 1 do not know how far. The other, six atpents long and quite 
round, called Turibi, (very bony white fish.) This is followed by a 
short carrying place of four arpenti', which leads into a liue River three 
quarters of a league long; on the no .. th side of that small River a car· 
rying place occurs, six arpents long,; then a River i~ entered upon, 
which is called Raman, (Vermillion) which is three leagues long by 
twenty arpents broad. Towards the south of the River last mentioned, 
there is a carry 109 place of three quarters of a league, called Palan, 
(carrying place of ~he Nut,). There foUo,w three leagues of Rapids, 
and on the nO~lh. Side, a carrying place cal,ed Nantou;, (carrying place 
?f the Iro~uols) nalf a league long. Thence a River is passed byeffect
mg a carryl~g ~f about twenty arpents, called Kaouibushka, (burnt) then 
the s?uth Side IS descended three quarters of a league, when there is a, 
ca~ylO~ place, called Arush/:ak.anIJunigami, (of the Raspberry) there the 
Riyer 19 crossed on the north Side, where there is another carrying place, 
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caUe~ 4tkupiekaigan~ (of, the cros~ing) at the end of this carrying place 
a rapid IS ente:ed, winch IS abLlut 1l,lrt!e quarters of a league long, called 
Uakafal,~us"'lk, (the cI:ouked Rapid). At that place lhe River Saint 
Maurice IS entered, whIch was left at the Post of Kllkul:ash. Three 
!eag,ues to the south of t hat Rapid, t here is a great Rapid, where a carr.y
J~g IS effected w~e.n the waters are very high, which is called Misht
mark, (the large I owt;) two leagues lower down, on the north ,ide there 
is a Rapid called Kanias/l, (Point;) four leagues lower down, the~e are 
great Shoals, called Pal:ouap,!usti~, (flat .Rapid;) about a league and a 
balf more to the south, there IS a little RIver, called Tutusnrpi or Nahol 
(Milk.) This, River is llav,igabJe in S;lring when the waters are high: 
and by that RIver, at that tlme, when the waters are high, the l'o!JarreuN 
ascend the River Raman, (Vermillion) Three leagues lower do\V~, to 
the north, is another River fOllr arpents wide, called Kanasiz9u, ([he 
Name of an Indian who has Lands there,) and by that way Lake Saint 
John may be re;:ched by the River Ouiguatshganish, (small ascend which 
I have described above. Three leagues lower down, on the north, is a 
River three arpents wide at its mouth, and navigable by large Canoes for 
forty leagues; it is called Mi.htaruiau,nipi, (the great Tail of the Bea
ver;) that River leads to the River Oui&,uatshollan, which I have des
cribed above. Three quarters of a league lower down, on the north, is 
a carrying place, called UJhabatJnuan, (the Current too strong to be 
passed;) the Voyageurs call it "La Tuque," because of its high 
Mountain, whmle summit resembles a "Tuque" (conical cap); this carry
ing place is a league long, ar:d has high hills which must be ascended. 
A leagl:e lower down, on the north, is a River called A,ntorogG-mi, (phce 
where Canoes are made) which is six arpents wide, n:lVigable for Ca
noes; thi~ River runs forty leagues to the north, and joins the River 
Mlhabishouan, which I have described ahove. Eight leagues to the 
southward, a Post is established at a place call~d Ulsa;ht ushipi, (Rivci' 
of Rats,); ten leagues from thence, going down the Rivet,Saint Mau
rice, on the north side, there is a portage six arpents long, called TJnit
lega, (steep); three leagues lower dOlVn there is a clrrying place on the 
south, eight arpents long, called Papapatibishl:a, (flat Rock); one leagne 
lnd a half farther, on the south side, is another, fifteen arpents long, call. 
ed Shabolligan, (needles); three quarters of a league lower cown, on the 
south side, there is another carrying place, a quarter of.a league long, 
abng which there is a Fall, called KalumenaJh, (the Old 'Voman,) Two 
leagues lower down, on the south side, there is a carrying. place called 
Pe-o-a,busl, (carryillg place of Iron); the Vo!ageursc~lIlt Portage de 
la Gabel/e, ,Portage of the Gabel) ;, that carryJlig place IS three quarters 
of a league I"ng. Two leagues from thence the F~rges of ,St. ~1aurJce 
are reached, and the distance from the Forges to fhree-RlVers IS three 
leagues. . _ 

Q. What is the nature of the SoIl on the Route you have Just 
defcribed and when do Spring and Winter begin in the various 
'parts thr~l.1gh which you have travelled? 
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A. The Soil about Tadoufsac is mere Sand and only fit for the 
culture of Potatoes. On afcending the Saguenay all the Bays 
~nd the Interior on both sides consist of good foil fit for cultiva
tion. There is little difference between the climate of that place 
and that of Quebec. All forts of Pulse and Melons and Cucum
bers ripen there. Towards Chicoutimy the gentlemen of !hat 
Post have Gardens which produce Cucumbers, Melons, Omons 
and in a word every thing that is produced at Quebec. Towards 
Lake St. John and all around it the lands are excellellt. The 
Jeluits formerly had a Convent and a Farm there. Some Plum, 
Apple, and Cherry trees and fome Vines planted by them still ex
ist and the furrows made by the Plough are to be difcerned. This 
Settlement is at the entrance of the River Metabitshuan. I 
have gone fifteen leagues up that river and found the foil fine and 
very fit for cllltivatio~ and a favorable climate. West of that ri
ver is that called Ouitgatshouan, the foil and climate of which are 
fimilar to thofe of the furegoing. Two leagues north of that ri
ver is another called Ouitgatshganilh, which I have afcended 
eighteen leagues as far as its fo.urce. The climate and- foil in all 
thlt tract is like the foregoing. For twenty-five leagues in af
cending the rivers Miftafsini and Afsuapmousoin which flow into 
Lake St. John, the foil and climate are equaHy good as fdr as the 
foot of the Rapids of the river Atruapmousoin. There, many 
rapids and mountains occur for fixty leagues. It freezes there al
most every month of the year, and the lands being besides co
vered with stones a few Potatoes are all that could be cultivated. 

From thence to the neighbourhood of Lake Mifiafsini there is 
very little good land, all that part of the Country consifiing of 
marlhes, fwamps and fand. The emirons of Lake Mifialsini 
which I have feen do not appear to me to admit of cultivation. 
I have never feen mQre than two or three feet of fnow, except in 
one year, when it fell to the depth of five feet, but this is very 
rare. I do not think I,ake St. John and L3ke Mifiaffinis more 
liable to fiorms than the parts of the Province .along the river St. 
Lawrence. The north west wind is the most common. There is 
fufficient depth of water in Lake Mifiafsini for Ships of War, 
but there being many large Iflands in it, it would be difficclt to 
navigate and a good Pilot would be neceffary. I think there is 
not more rain in Spring. Summer and Autumn than in the Dis
trict of Quebec, and fiorms and thunder are lefs frequent. 

Foll.owing t~e river. Mi~affini to the right of that of Alluap
moufom, for Itxty mIles 10 a N. N. E. direction, the foil is very 
fub1l:antial and fit for cultivation. In tbat whole tract there are 
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no mountains and although that land is more to the north the cli
mate is neverthelefs good in confequence of the fouthern afpect 
of the ground and the lhelter afforded ily the mountains in the 
rear, from the north wind. Beyond thofe mountains the Land 
is not fufceptible of cultivation. 

North East of the river Mitl:afsinis on leaving J .ake St. John is 
the River Peribaka which r have mentioned. It flows from the 
north eall:. I have gone about ten leagues up that river, and the 
foil along both Banks is a clay which admits of cultivation. The 
climate refembles that of Lake ~t. John. 
" North East of the River last mentioned, is another called KOll

~uatim (the Dog's Owl,) I ascended it feven or eight leagues-the 
foil and climate refemble that which I have just defcribed. 

On leaving Lake Afsuapmoufoin for Lake Uashkue-ta-uka 
(fource of the river St. Maurice,) for a diftance of nearly fifty 
miles, the land is -not fit for cultivation confifting only of fands, 
Illarlhes and fwamps-and on defcending that river for fifty-five 
leagues as far as the river Utcha5kushipi, the land is only fit for 
cultivation in places, being interfected by mountains. The rest 
of the ground as far as Three Rivers is interiected; but there are 
c.omiderable Tracts where the foil and climate are adapted to cuI. 
tivation_ 

It is to be remarked that although very often the margin of 
.rivers of a certain magnitude do not admit of cultivation, upon 
removing a little from the thore or upon pafsing the mountains 
which skirt thofe rivers, there is always found a level Country, 
where the foil is fertile to a very great diftance, and the foil along 
the {mall rivers which empty themfelves into the larger ones is 
invariably good and fertile for a ~ery great diftan.ce. . 

Q. What kinds of Timber did you obferve 10 the CountrIes 
you have just defcribed ? 

A. From Tadoufl'ac to the foot of the rapids Pemonka for a 
tract of 75 ieagues or thereabouts, there is a great qDantity Gf 
lofty trees, consifting of white pine, re~ pine, (Norway pi~e,) 
A-sh, Spruce of every kind, Elm, Black-birch and Maple beSides 
feveral other kinds of Timber as white Birch, Poplar, Afpen, 
grey and red Spruce &c. &~. &c. .. . 
, Q. Do you think .the v~rlOus bUlldmg Timber you have ~en-

. tioned could be brought by the Feveral ftr~ams you have me!ltIon
ed, to 1omepl.ace where they might be thlpped for exportation by 
the River St. Lawrence? 
- A. Timber may be felled on the Borders of ~he fev~ral ~ive~s 
lVl1ich How into Lake St. JohnN and Lake Tsmogoml, which If 
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drifted along the shores of each of thofe Rivers would of th~m. 
felves float to Chicoutimi where vessels may come arld they might 
be. shipped there as I have before.faid. 

Q. What Indian nation inhabits that Country? 
A. The Mountaineer nation. Their Indian name is " Papi

nashuah" which means "Laughers" or "Sneerers"-andi in 
fact they are fuch. They are even accui1:omed to give PerCons 
whom they fee for the first time a nick-name, in order to ban
ter and laugh at them without its being perceived by them-and 
they even amufe themCelves in bantering each other, which they 
do fa adroitly that the PerCon who is the But, feldom· perceives 
that he is fo. They arc of a mild, charitable and hospitable 
character, but exceffively cowardly. 

Q. What is the number of the Families of that nation· who 
inhabit that part of the King's Domain which you have designa
ted? 

A. There are three Families at Tadoufsac, nine at Chicoutimy; 
twelve at Lake St. ;John, and nine at Affuapmoufoin ma~ing 
thirty-three families, consHling one with another of five persons 
and forming a total of one hundred and'sixty-five fouls. 

Q. Has that nation increafed 01' diminiIhed.since you first· vi-
fited thofe Parts 1 

A. It has decreafed more than one third. 
Q. To what caufe do you afcribe that? 
A. To the failure of the animals on which they fubsist in 

Hunting. There is not a year in which fome of them do not die 
of want and hunger, when they go into the Forests to hunt~ I 
know that in one winter eighteen perfons died in this way, and I 
think that in a few. years that nation will be extinct. 

Q. Have you a knowledge of any tradition.among the Indians 
respeCting the lefuits who formerly inhabited Lake St lohn 
concerning their occupations, and the causes which have made 
them abandon that place ? 

A. I have heard the Indians fay that the lefuits only cultivated 
the ground. on a very fma.\! fcale, merely for the wants of thtir 
Settlement. That their principal o~cupations were to ini1:ruct 
the Indians in Religion-That they alfo traded with the Indians, 
and that for that reaion, the Company of the' Indies at the time, 
expelled them from that place. 

Q. Do you think the Indians could be induced to cultivate the 
foil? . 

A. No-I do not think fa, because they are too indolent and 
despife thofe who follow· agriculture. I have often efldeavoure4 
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to induce them to cultivate fields of Potatoes, I have furriifhed 
them inftruments, .as Spades, Hoes, &c. for prp.paring the ground, 
I have m9reover given them feed potatoes-I have even maintain
ed them and given them Rum to induce them to till the ground, 
but as Goon as the fun began to warm them, they threw away the 
inftruments and abandoned every thing to wander through the 
woods. 

Q. What is the extent of the hunting ground of that nation ? 
A. They hunt over the whole extent of the Country which I 

hne juft defcribed, allotting to each family a certain traCt of 
ground. 

Q. In what manner is that division eftab1iilied, and what is the 
fpace allowed to each family and when is that divifion made? 

A. When a father has feveral fons it is he who affigns to each 
the portion of his domains which he choores they should 
occupy, and that partition is fo fcrupulonfly obfen-ed among them, 
that the whites cannot induce them to encloach upon the Lands 
of an other, even when compelled by hunger to kill an animal on 
the Domain 4Jf another they leave the fur or the hide of the ani
mal to the proprietor. I have laid it is with the utmoft repug
nance t,hat they enter the Lands of anoth~r when compelled by 
the whites, which is in my opinion, a proof that it is the latter who 
~orrupt their morals. They equally respect the nuptial bed and 
when they violate it, this alfo is due to the examples of the 
whites. • 

Q. What might be the expense of fitting out a Canoe with a 
fufficient crew to travel from Tadouffac acrofs the country you 
Jiave defcribed, and defcend by the River St. Maurice, and of what 
do the. food and provifions which it is necefsary to take on that 
journey confist, and what length of time is neceffary for perform
ing it. 

A. There would be required-
1. A large Canoe of five seats capable of containin~ eight per-

fons, which would cost, £7 J 0 0 
2. Four VO.1ja{!eUTS or hired ~erfons at £6 each, 24 0 0 
S. Their fiibfiftence, confifbng for 

~th in 100 Ibs. of flour, .£0 15 0 
60 lbs. of pork, 5d. 1 5 0 
t bufhel of peas; 4d. 0 S 0 

£2 3 0 
£8 12 0 
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4. Wages of an experienced Guide, 30 0 0 
5. Subfifience as above, 2 3 0 
6. Two Tents, 12 0 0 
7. Pots, Kettles, Axes and other neceff"ary utenfils, 3 0 0 
8. Rum for the five Men for the Journey, twelve 

Gallons at 4s. ~ 8 - 0 

£89 IS 0 
The above applies to a Canoe performing that jQurney witl;out 

fiopping, and without hunting. . . 
This journey might be performed III one month and a half, but 

allowance mull: be made for delays occafioned by the winds or bad 
weather on the Lakes. 

Voyageurs who are allowed to hunt an.d .fifh for their fupport, 
and who have time to do so, may make this Journey for fomewhat. 
lefs. 

Voyageurs who are paddling their Canoes and croiling carrying 
places all day long, make three meals a day, which are not regu-, 
Iar meals; they eat as much as they can. Their mC2rnings meal 
confiLl:s of pork and bifcuit; that made at noon, of pea or flour. 
foup, (that made of flour is called "Sabane,") with pork:. and 
bifcuit; the evening's meal confifis of pOlk and bifcuit or flour. 

Sabant is made with broth of pork or other meat, if there be 
any, with flour which is fiirred up in it. 

Alexander Fraser, Efquire, Lieutenant Colonel of Militia, re
fiding at Temifcouata, made anfwer as followeth: 

Q. Have you had any, and what means of becoming acquaint-. 
ed with the River Saguenay or Lake St. John, and the Streams. 
and Rivers which fall inlo them refpectively? 

A. 1 afcended the River Saguenay in 1802 and 1803, on ac
count of the North Weft Company; I did not particularly no
tice the courfe of the many small Streams which difcharge their 
waters into the Saguenay. There are two Rivers equal in fize to 
the Saint Maurice, which difcharge themfelves into the Lake Saint 
John; one takes its fource at Lake Miftaffini, the other from a 
range of fmall Lakes at the height of land, navigable for fmall 
canoes or light boals; the Current is quick:.; many Rapids and 
Portages. 

Q. What is the ~ength, Breadth, Depth, and Courfe of the 
Saguenay? 

A. The diLl:ance from Tadouff"ac to Cap a l' Est is twenty 
leagues. The breadth about three miles; the depth at leafi fifty 
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fathoms. The beach on each fide is bounded by mountains and 
fte~p ~ocks, from Cap a t'i:.sl to Chicoutimy; difiance five leagues; 
the River lefs d~p; the appearance of the Country better: fome 
good land. Thf Saguenay continues three leagues to the " De
chargc du Lac St. Jean;" its courfe tends, I believe, to north
weft. 

Q. What are the Streams which fall into that River or into 
~ake St. John; their length, breadth, depth, and courfe ref pec
tlvely. How and for what difiance navigable, and what fpecies of 
6th are found in the faid River Saguenay, or in Lake St. John, or 
in the Streams that empty themfelves into either of them r 

A. The principal ~treal1l is the Difcharge of Lake St. John,. 
which is confiderable: the River Chicoutimy is small, so is the St. 
Marguerite and St. Jean, about ten or twelve leagues difiance 
from Tadouifac. The Fiih taken in the Saguenay is Salmon, at 
Tadouifac is Cod, alfo the other fpecies known m the St. Law.· 
renee; in Lake St. John good" Poisson Blanc," Pike, Chub and 
Dore; to the north eaft fide of the Lake, (as Mr. Charles Tache, 
Senior, has informed me) quantities can be taken with nets in the 
Spring, and probably a great part of the year. 

Q. What :lre the other Lakes in the Country commonly called 
King's Pofts, and what are their fizes, {hapes, pofitions, depth of 
water, and fufceptibility of navigation refpectively, and what are 
the various fpecies of fi{h produced therein, and in what quan
tities? 

A. In general the country is well watered with Laker, of va-. 
rious depths and surfaces, and fi{hy. 

Q. What is the fize, {hape, and extent, and of what depth is 
Lake Miftallini, fituated upon the height of Land between Hud
fon Bay and Lake St. John, and what fpecies of fi{h are produ
ced therein? 

A. I have seen but a fmall part of the Lake Miftaffini; by re
port it is of a great fize and depth; the fith a~e Trout, {of 20 lbs. 
weight,) Poison Blanc, Dore, Carp and Pike; great numbers 
can be taken the whole year. The Country is rocky, with little 
fgil.; the climate ·cold, and only fit for its prefent poffeffors, the 
natives of the place. . 

Q. What is the diftance of the fources of the River St. Mau
rice or the Black River, as it is fometimes called, and the fources 
of the Gatineau River, from the fources of the Rivers that empty 
into Lake St. John: describe. particularly the appearance of the 
country, and the fources of thefe and of any other Rivers which 
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take their rife therein, as well from your own obfervation, as from' 
information upon which you can depend? 

A. " Lac des Sabl('.~, par la route des canots," is about fifty 
or fixty leagues from Three-Rivers, a few leagul¥l north "d fa 
hauiew· des tClTes," is, I believe, where the St. Maurice takes its 
fource; on its way to the St. Lawrence there are a few Streaml 
,.,hich join the St. Maurice, fit for fmall canoes only. The coun
try from " lsle aux Loutres," three leagues above the St. Mau~ 
rice Forges to three leagues above " Ie Portage de la TUqUF';' II 
diftance of about thirty leagues, with little exception, the foil and. 
climate promife to reward the labourer's induftry. The Timber, 
the fame kinds as in the neighbourhood of Quebec, wilh the ex
ception of Oak. The Filh are few, and confill: of Chub, Carp 
and Poison lJlWiC. 

From Cap Ii i' Est on the upper part of the Saguenay to the 
'West side of Lake St. J.,hn the foil is good, and I believe stretch
es more than two leagues inland with a furface fit for cultivation, 
a carriage way can be opened from the entrance of the difcharge 
to the Lake St. John at a moderate ex pen fe, as that fpace (about 
lhree leagues) of ground is reputed to be of an excellent quality. 
The Rivers, Afsuapmoufoin and Miftafsini~ which difcharge into 
Lake St. John, take their rife at the height of land give about the 
fame quantity of water as the St. Maurice; are impeded by many 
Falls, Portages and Rapids; the Country is rocky with little foil, 
(wampy, many lakes of moderate extent, fay frDm two to nine 
miles in length, generally oblong. two to fDur fathoms deep. 

Q. Is it practicable to afcend the Saguenay in Indian Canoes 
pafs through Lake St. 10hn, afcend one of the ftreams which fall 
into it, and after any, and what pDrtages defcend the M. Maurice 
at Three Rivers and has. this rDute been practiced for any and 
what length ot time, and by whDm, and what are the difficulties 
obstruCtions Dr dangers to be encountered, upon the faid route, 
:rod are there any trading Posts upDn the fame, and if fo how 
long have they been efiablilhed, what is their number and how 
situated? 

A.In the Autumn of 1802, Angus Sha\v, Efqr. afcended the 
Saguenay to the height of land by the River Afsuapmoufoin· 
thence west or nearly to the {ource of the St. Maurice and des
cended to Three Rivers, it is probable this route was frequented 
{.oon after if no.t before the conquest of Canada, Mr. Chas. Taf
che., Senr. has had frequent fpring meetings with the Indians fDr 
,heIr Furs on the St. Maurice; the difficulties are answered \lr 
the 6th Queftion. . 
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There are four Pofts on this Communication, of which three 
are within the King's Pofts department, viz :-Chicoutimy, Lake 
St. lohn, Lake Assu(I{JlIlollSoin, the fourth at the Rat River 
twenty leagues lip the River St. Maurice: at times, for the advall~ 
tage of the trade, Cmall Pofts are placed at certain diftances. 

Q. What are the advantagt:s and dir. ... dvantage~ of the Port of 
Tadouff'ac; when does the Navigation of the Gulph at that Port 
~ommence and end; and at whn~ period of time is the Saguenay 
frozen over, and when does the ice disappear therefrom. 

A. lames McKenzie, Efquire, or J. B. Tache, Efquire, have 
winteI'ed at Tadouifac, they can give a fatisfactory anfwer. 

Q. What are the animal, vegetable and mineral productions 
of the Country commonly called the King's Pofts? 

A. My fray at the King's Pofts did not permit me to make- any 
enquiry on thefe fubjects, (and indeed I am not qualified,) as I fel
dam could remain more than two or three days each vifit at the 
fame plate. Mr. McKenzie, I prefume, will return an answer. 

Q. What is the quality of the foil, timber, climate, extent of 
cultivable ground, as well of the country lying between the mouth. 
of the Saguenay and Lake Miftaffini, as of the Country lying. be
tween thefources of the St. Maurice and the cultivated parts of 
the Diftrict of Three-Rivers near its mouth; and what is the 
course, depth. and breadth of the faid River St. Maurice, and are 
there any and what obftructions to its navigation, and what is the 
nature and defcription of the interior country lying behind the 
exiftiog {ettlements, hounded on the one fide by the Saguenay, 

. Lake St. lohn, and the Streams which fall into the latter Lake, 
and on the other fide by the River Saint Maurice? 

A. From fa Pointe aux Alloufftes, wefl:: fide· of the Saguenay, 
there is a fpace of about nine miles in front, by two or three ('and 
likely more) miles in depth, where a Settlement might be l~ade; 

·thence to Cap a rEst and on to the Lake St. Joho, the clImate. 
foil and timber are much the fame as at St. Pat.I's or Mal Bay; 
the weft fide of the Lake St. 10hn ihews a gradual rife for two 
or three leagues: the foil is reported to be good, it is covered with. 
fine larga wood, fuch as Maple, Cedar, Elm, Birch, &c. Three 
leagues north weft and north, by the River A./fuapmoufoin, the 
country i., rocky, with little foil, the wq~d of 100all growth. 

I believe the courfe of the St. MaUrice to be nearly north; 
from luly to September this River is {hallo~, and may be cro.fred 
'about knee deep; the breadth about a nule; the ob!1ructl<~ns 
c:onfifl: in many unavoidable portages., I have ~Ot been m the 1n

'terior between the Saguenay and the St. Maunce. 
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Q. Have you had any and what meam of bec;:oming acquainted 
with the Country which lies with the St. Maurice on one fide 
and the River Ottawa on the other, and it fo, are there any and 
'",hat navigable tl:reams therein, aud how navigable an~ for what 
difiance and are there any, and what Lakes on the fald tract' of 
Country, and what is their fize, depth and fituation, and do 
they,produce any and what fpecies of Fish, and w hat ~s the clio 
mate and quality of the foil, what Trees grow in the {aid Coun. 
try, of what fize and what are the vegetable, animal and mine. 
ral productions of the fame. 

A. I have no knowledge of the Country lying between the St. 
Maurice and Ottawa River. 

Q. Are there now in the raid two tracts of Country any Tribe,s 
of Indians, and what are their numbers, manners and means of 
,obtaining a livelyhood, and have their numbers increafed or di
II;linithed fince you first became acquainted with them, and if 
they have fo increafed or diminithed to what caufe or caufes, do 
you attribute their increafe or diminution. 

A. There are three tribes of Indians, the llJontagnais the 
Tetes de Boule, and Alg0l1quins, within thefe two tracts of 
country, their manners are much the fame, their number is fmall 
for the extent of ground they occupy, their means of livelyhood 
:are precarious depending mofilyon the chace, in a poor Couotry • 
.I believe they have diminithed in confequence of the many hard
:£hips they are forced to bear. 
, Q. Are there any and what Traditions amongst the faid In
dians relative to the late order ot 1 efuits and to their labours a-
mongst them. . 

A. The Montagnais or Ichini tribe up to the Lake St. 10hn, 
repeat their prayers, and read the Catechifm in their Language. 

Joseph Bouchrtte, Efquire, Surveyor General of Lo,,:er Ca
nada appeared, and made anfwer to the following Quefiions. 

Q. Does it appear "by the Records of your Office, that any 
.• 11eafures were taken to carry into eflect the 44th and 72d articles 
of His Majefiy's infiructions directed for Jame; Murrav, Efqr. 
Governor of the Province of Quebec, and dated ith D~cember 
1 i6S, now read to you: and if fuch meafures were taken, how, 
~nd in what mann~r, and by whom were the faid articles'carried 
Into effect? . 
" A. By reference to certain Records in my Office, together with 
.t~e k?owledge I pofsefs of the nature and defcription of the in
structIOns bf the Honorable the Lords Commiffioners for Trade 
and Plantations 'to my Predeceff'or in .office, the late Hon, Samuel 
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Holland Ifq. it appears that elaborate Reports and Maps were 
made and trat\fmitted. from ti~e to time to their Lordfhips, and 
that every pollible mformatlOn was therein contained which 
feemed to embrace the requirements under the 44th and 72d ar
ticles of His Majefty's Instructions to His Excellency James Mur
ray, Esq. Governor of the Province of Ouebec, dated 7th De
cember 1763, to whom reports were -;ifo made, th('refore it 
might be inferred that His Majefiy's Infiructions w~re fatisfatl:o
rily carried into effect, by His Excellency the then Governor 
in Chief. 

~n answer to th~ fecond part of this quer!', it appears that the 
a~bve part condUCive to the ends propofed in the faid articles 
were concentrated in, and carried into eflect by Major Holland, 
whofe diftinguifhed and fcientific talents pron,oted elfentially the 
views of the Honble. The Lords Commifsioncrs for Trade and 
Plantations in the attainment of as perfect a Topographical, Sta
tiftical, and Hiftorical account, as was then praticable, not only of 
the Province of Quebec, but .lIfo of His Majefty's Dominions in 
the northern Difrrict of North America, of which he was Survey
or General. 

How and in what manner this general and important fcrvice 
was accomplifhed is fummarily as follows :-an efiimate of the 
expenfes attending a general furvey of His Majefty's dominions 
in North America, was fubmitted to the Honble. The Lords Com
miffioners for Trade and Plantations, which \Vas approved by His 
Majefty:-This Eftimate embraced:-

Frst, an allowance for a Deputy at Quebec in the abfence of 
the Surveyor General. 

Secondly, a certain number of Allifbnt Surveyors aDd Drafts-
men. 

Thirdly.-Surveying parties, taken from the military, who re
ceived extra pay to affist in the various Surveys and to ierve as 
Camp Colours, Chain-men &c. and to make signals on the tops of 
Mountains :-

Fourthly :-An allowance for extraordinary expenfes for 
Guides, Horfes &c. together with an allowance for feveral fetts 
of Aftrcnomical.and Surveying Infiruments, Pocket Compa~ses, 
Chains &c. making an aggregate fum of .£ I ~17 12 0 sterhD~, 
for the expenfes of the operations effetl:ed In the year .1764. 
Great facility was afforded to the, Su.rveyor G~J.leral an.d h~s De
puties in the profecution of the SerVice, by hav.mg at hiS dlfpofal 
a King's vefsel, Boats and .Boat's Crews, when-and wh~rever he 
tequired them:-The enfumg year 1765'a propofed plan of ope-

o 
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rations was fubmitted, -with projects of subdividing d1vers parts ot 
His Majefty's Dominions, into Diftri~h, ~ounties, Townihips, 
and Panfhes, and the amount thereof lS omitted, but may be ea
fily deduced from a comparative efiimation of the expen{es that 
were incurred the two following years :-lnI766 the expenfe was 
£1784 4 0 sterling, and in 1767 was £1601 14 0 sterling; 
fuch are the general outlines of the manner in which this [enice 
was carried on, and the expenfes which attended it. 

Q. What, in y~tlr e~imation,. w?uld be. the b.est mode of car
rying into effect HIs MaJeUy's [aid mfiruchons, 10 refpect to the 
Lands in the rear of the exifiing Settlements, and lying between 
the Ottawa, the River St. Lawrence, and north west boundary of 
the Province. as well of the unsettled lands lying between the 
aCtual Settlements on the fouth side to the southern boundary of 
the Province, and what would be the expenfe of fuch Survey? 

A The most effectual mode of carrying into execution, under 
the requirements fiated in His Majesty's InfiruCtions of 1763, a 
furvey of the unexplored and extensive Territory in this Province, 
lying North West and South East of the River St. Lawrence and 
North Weft of the Ottawa to its extreme Boundaries, would be 
the adoption of that general fyfiem purfued by my Predecetror in 
Office, when aCting under and in conformity to fuch infiruCtions 
in the execution of the surveys performed in the Province of 
Quebec, and in other parts of the northern Difiricts of North A
merica, as fiated in my previous anfwer. 

I therefore conceive in order to effect [ueh an important Service, 
that an annual efl:imate of the probable expenfes to be incurred 
in its accomplifhment, fhould be fubmitted to His Majefiy's Pro
vincial Government, together with a Plan of operations for each 
fueceffive year; and I have reafon to believe that were £1000 
per Annum for two or three years appropriated for forwarding 
thi~ important service, the numerous advantages and refources 
whl(h would flow from fueh a meafure to this Province, and to 
the S.tate at large, by increasing both the Agricultural and Com
merCial Interests of the Colony, and obtain in the courfe of fuch 
~ furv~y new materials for impr?ving the fcience of Philofophy in 
ItS various branches, natural HIflory, Mineralogy &c. &c. which 
are objeCts not less important in their confequences, and would 
tenfold compenfate for the expenses thus incurred. 

In order ~o illufl:rate in some degree the advantages which fueh 
an undertakl\l~ 'Y\ou~d prod~~e, it may not be uninterefimg to of
fer the followmg ,brief exhibit of the general extent and outline 
features of the ~~untry to be furveyed and explored. . 
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Lower Canada. com~rehend~ an extent of Territory of about 
J50,OOO fuperficlal miles :-of that great fuperficies, not more 
than about 25 to 30,000 may be faid to have been e:xplored and 
tolerably k?own, and about one half thereof aCtually surveyed: 
Therefore It appears that about 4-5ths of Lower Canada remain 
unexplored and but little known, and even that is obtained from 
sketches and defcriptions through Travellers, Traders, and Abo
rigines of the Soil, the Indians. 

On referring to the moll: recent Maps of Canada, it will be 
perceived however, that numerous large Rivers flowing towards 
the Sf. Lawrence and taking their rife in the Mountains which 
divide thefe waters from thofe which difcharge themfelves into 
Hudfon's Bay, traverfe an immenfe tract of Country; the moll: 
confiderable of which are the Saguenay, the St. Maurice, and 
the- Grand or Ottawa River :-The Saguenay which is navigable 
for large veffels to Chicoutimy a dill:ance of about eighty to nine
ty miles and thence for Boats to Lake St. John's, fertilizes in its 
courfe a wide expanfe of Country, by innumerable tributary 
flreams and branches on either fide, which ihould form a com
parative view of the extent of Territory fit for Culture lying a
long the border~ of the St. Lawrence and its branches, poffefs 
equal advantages in a proportional degree :-The fame may be 
faid of the Ottawa whofe principal fource rifes in Lake Temif
kaming traverfing to it:; confluence into the St. Lawrence a fpace 
of. Country of about three hundred miles :-The River St. 1\1au:," 
rice, although not fo wide as either of the former, winds through 
as great a fpace of Country as the Saguenay :-Can it be doubted 
that poffeffing fuch natural advantages, fuch exhaumefs treafures, 
that any encouragement held out with a view of colonizing that 
valuable tract of Country would fail in its object? 

Were I therefore to offer a plan of furveying operations, I 
{bould for the firll: year direct my attention to a Trigonometrical 
[urvey of the Ottawa and the Saguenay, and an exploring 1urvey 
of the St. Maurice; to the Southward of the St. Lawrence, I 
would confine myfelf to the explorin.g of the River ~tche~in to 
its fouree and d(:termine its exact dlflance and pofitIon With the 
Rivef St.' John's which are alfo objects very delerving of immedi
ate notice. 

Q. Are there any and what returns of Grants of Land fllr-
veyed and Granted,-' made by you to the. Lor~s of. His Majell:Y~., 
Treafury, or to any other Officers of HIS MaJefty In Great Bne 

tain? 
A. NOQe. 
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Q. Does it appear that any fuch Returns were made by your 
Preaecefror or Predecefrors in Office? 
. A. I know of none having been made by my predeceffgr in 
Office to the Lords of His Majefty's Treafury but when he was 
more immediately employed on the general furvey of the Nor
thern Diftrict of North America, he from time to' time not only 
made Returns to the Board of thl! Honble. the Lords Commiffi
oners for Trade and Plantations, but kept up a regular c·orref
pondence with its Secretary and feveral of the Honorable Mem
bers of that Board. 

Q. 1. What is the total number of Grantees of Militia Lapds 
Since the last Peace made between the United Kingdom of Grea~ 
Britain and Ireland, and the United States of America? 

A. I cannot exactly fay, but the quantity of Land granted un
der Patent to the Militia, does not much exceed eight or ten 
thoufand Acres. 

Q. 2. What is the whole quantity of Lands which has been 
granted to them by Patents or Location Certificates? 

A. I have already ftated that the quantity granted was fmall, 
but the tot\11 quantity granted under Location Certificates; will 
appear by the accompanying ftatement marked (A.) in which are 
diftinguiihed the Militia, the Military and Emigrant Locations. 

Q. 3. What is the total number of Men entitled to receive Mili
tia Lands, and who have not J"~t received them? 

A. Not knowing the exa~number of Men who have ferved 
in the Militia during the late American War, I cannot confe
quently fay how many are entitled to receive Lands :-nor can I 
fay who have not received them:- it is however evident that a 

. quantity exceeding feven hundred thoufand acres at least, is re
quired for the Militia who have ferved during the War, accor
ding to the proportions ordered by His Majefty; and it will ap
pear by the accompanying ftatement (B.) that 411,300 Acres 
have been furveyed and fubdiviged in the Field, exc1ufive of the 
Crown and Clergy refervations, and out of that quantum of A
cres, although the Militia Locations amount to only 113,465 
Acres, yet I have reafon to believe that there are a number of 
orders of Council pafred in favor of Officers and Privates of the 
Militia who have not as yet taken up their Location Certificates, 
and it is moreover proper to remark that at lea it 125,000 Acres 
have been certified to the Militia as vacant and Grantable and 
whofe applications are in progrefs. 

Q. 5. What is the quantity of the laft mentioned Lands? 
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A. This query is anfwered by my anfwer to No.3. 
Q. What is the expenfe of the furvey of a Militia Townihip 

and have there been any, and what number of Townihips fur
veved for the Militia of Lower-Canada, and where are the fame 
fituated? 

A. The average eofts of furvey of the outlines and fubdivifions 
of a Townfhip are from £230 to £250. 

The following Townfhips and parts of Townihips have been 
furveyed for the Militia :-the half of Frampton, Cranbourne. 
Leeds, three quarters of Ireland, three quarters of Invernefs, 
which Townfhips are fituate in the Difirict of Quebec ;-half 
of Halifax, half of Chefter, three quarters of Wolfllown, half 
of Ham, parts of Dudfwell and Weedon, part of Stanfold, 
Horton, half of Warwick, the augmentation of Afton, half of 
Wendover, and part of Brandon, which Townihips are fituate 
in the diftrict of Three-Rivers :-and the one half of Kilkenny, 
in the Diftrict of Montreal. 

Q. What is the whole quantity of wafte Lands of the Crown 
in Lower-Canada granted to European Emigrants (ince the laft 
general Pacification of Europe, and in what quantities have the 
faid Lands been ufually granted to the faid European Emigrants, 
and in what parts of the Country? 

A. The quantity of the wafte Lands of the Crown located to 
Emigrants and Military is ftated in the ftatement marked CA.) 
the proportion located to Emigrants may be about one half, ge
nerally located to them in 100 and 200 Acre Lots; and the prin
cipal Townfhips in which they have been located are Chatham, 
Rawdon, Dudfwell, Godmanehefter, Hinchinbrook, Grenville. 
Hull, Afeot, Eaton, Newport, and fome in Leeds, Halifax, In
vernefs, Ireland and Chefter. 

Q. What in your estimation is the present Population of Lower-Ca
nada? 

A. The following Statement is my estim~ti(:m of the Population ~~ 
the Province of Lower-Canada, grounded prinCIpally upon the Cures 
Letters and other sources of information, which I had reason to believe 
could be depended upon. 
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POPULATION OF LOWER.CANADA. 

Names of 
Counties. 

owns Ip . . h 

I 
SelgnlOrial pOPulatlon'I"f h' ITO tal Popuia. 

PI' lion In eac 
Catholicg. Protestants. opu atIon. County. 

Gaspe, 
Cornwallis, 
DeVtln, 
Hertford, 
Dorchester, 
Buckinghamshire, 
Richelieu, 
Bedford, 
Surrey, 
Kent, 
Huntingdon, 
York, 
Montreal, 
Effing bam, 
14einster, 
'Varwick, 
St. !\iaurice, 
Hampshire, 
Quebec, 
Northumberland, 
Orleans, 

]8012 
13341 
]:>2:)9 
17189 
~!rl(j7 

~~771 

9747 
16,020 
1~610 

30715 
26970 
26480 
15625 
22697 
16714 
18300 
12700 
22339 
11038 

4082 

Z7S 

200 
830 
779 

84;;1 

5097 
1000 

1l05R 
ZOO 

582 

6000 
200 

Z\O 
]0718 
4338 
3277 

4797 
2853 

165 
42 

5000 
18595 
13Zi41 
15239 
17699 
36415 
2~883 
21455 
16520 
12610 
40609 
30823 
37538 
15928 
22862 
16756 
18882 
12700 
28559 
11238 

4082 

364411 I~;;-- __ 2~~ __ 42 •• 5_5..,1",6 __ 

RECAPITULATION. 

District of Quebec r North side of St. Lawrence, 
1 South side of Do., 

D ' . f Th R' {North side of Do. 
IstrlCt 0 ree- IYers South sioie of Do. 
, ' L North .ide of Do. 

Distract of Montreal South side of Do. 

563S9} 
77315 
18882} 
2R974 

123904 J 
120082 

Total 
217 

52 
180 

Clergy and Nuns in Db!ric! of Quebec, 
Ditto, )0. in Tlwt?e· Rivers, 
Dilto, Do. in l\lontl'eal, 

Supposing a mcan of \00 Parishes baving 10 to 20 Prote!!anl. 
not included in this Statement, 

1~3674 

47856 

243986 

425516 

449 

425965 

1500 

Grand fotal, 427165 

Q. Have YI)U any means of forming any reasonable conjecture of the 
quanlity of cultivated ground, as well as that of uncultivated ground 
within the limits of the old Seigniories of the said Province? And during 
the last twenty years, does-it appear to you that the average en crease of 
ground under culture bore a due proportion to the augmentation of the 
l'opulation, and can you form any ap,roximation to that proportion? 
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:\. To obtain this approximation it is necessary to resort to some 
known fact, statin~ ei~her the Populat,ion or the average quantity of 
Grou~d under Cultivation at some particular period, upon which a pI. u. 
8!9le mference may be drawn to answer this query somewhat Ilear t:le 
trut~. Assumin~ 3,74,4,85:), the quantity of ,\rpents under cultivation 
and Improvem~nt 111 the year 1814, in the three Districts collectively, as 
8tate~ 111 my 1: opography, Pages 8~, 286, and 375, and the present Po· 
puiatlon, say 428,000 'iOuls as a basIs: deduct therefrom the Population 
of the Towns, say 53,000, and admit now that one seventh of the re
mainder hold Farms of i'inety Sllperficial Arpents on an avera<J'e, which 
nllies nearly with the Population of 300,000 Souis, exclusive of the 
Towns, in 1814, in proportion to that first stated quantity of Land then 
under cultivation and improvement; next it may be fairly allowed that 
the Population of Lower-Canada doubles itself in 21, or 25 years at most, 
therefore the Population exclusive of the Towns might average in the 
year 1800, about IS8,000 Suuls, and in the same proportion of one se
venth thereof possessing Farms of Nine~y Superficial Arpl'nts, there 
must have been about 2,-1:17,130 Arpents then under culture and im
provement; it will therefore be perceived, that in the space of fourteen 
years, the culture of the ground had encreased by 1,237,728; and from 
1814 to the present time, its increase should be 1,076,532, which to
gether would infer that the culture of the ground had about doubled it
self, as the population since 1800. But on the olher hand, while Popu
lation increases in a geometrical, the means of subsistence increase in an 
arithmetical ratio; thus 3,7 4:!-,858 Arpents in a state of culture and im
provement, which is the average of one third of the Lands granted en Fief 
and Seigniory in ISH. 4,821,390 Arpents, which is the proportion of 
Land that should be at present in a state of culture, now forms, accord
ing to the population upon this mode of .calcuiation, but the one half of 
that total quantiry thus granted. 1 would therefore presume that all in
crease of 2,40!-,260 Superficial Arpents of Seigniorial Teuure, shnuld 
be the due proportion of Land in a state of improvement and culture, ac
cording to the increase of Popuiation sioce the ~ear 1800. Altl~o~gh 
that increase of Land under cuhule should prevail, yet I am of opllllOn, 
that one half of the SeigniNial Lands co~lectively, ,are not in t~at adva?
ced stage of improvement! an~ have not Illcreased III a, proportional ra~lo 
to the increase of population slllce twenty years, especIally, as I cOllce"e 
that the Population upon a regular Census, may be foun? to be somewhat 
greater.than is shewn in my last Statement on that wbJect. . ' 

Q. What in your estimation, would be the best mode of effcctlllg 
Settlements: as well upon the Militia Lands by the MIlitia Men, to whom 
the said Lands have been or may hereafter be granted. as upon Lands 
.granted or to be granted unto European Emigrants, and settled by 

them? , h' ro_ ' 
A. I have already had ~he h~nor of st~t1ng to t IS ,"""mmlttee my 

apinion on the subject, which wll,l be seen Ill, my answer Page 104, of 
the Sixth Report of ),our Committee :-1 Will however add. that UpO/1 
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,he event of a Township being appropriated in each District for the 
Militia, with the object of close settlement, that Mili[ia.men who have; 
obtained Locations in other Townships, should be permitted to exchange 
them for olhers in the Townships so selected. 

With respect to Emigrant Settlements, the present system of Town
ship Agents seems to answer the ~nd proposed. 

(A.) 
STATEMENT of LANDS located in the Surveyor General's Office, 

from the lst January 1817 to the 31st January 1824. 

Located to Militia. 

Acres. 
113,465. 

I Located to Emigrant~ I Total located in all the 
and Military. Townships. 

I Acres. I Acres.· , 
141,267. 254,732, 

(B.) . . 
Lands surveyed in the following Townships, exclusive of the lli!serves. 

Ireland, 34.·800 
Chester, 22400 
Halifax, 21400 
Frampton, 22800 
Blandford,. • 40400 
Augmentation of Aston, 11000 
Wolfstown, 33200 
Augmentation of Ham, 23600 
Cranbourne, 35600 
Warwick, 20400 
Brandon, 18800 
Horton, 13400 
Kilkenny, 20600 
Dudswell, 26000 
Inverness, 34200 
Caxton. 32700 -----

Total, 411300 

Paschal Tache, Efquire, Seignior of Kamouraska anfWered to 
queftions put by the Committee in the words following :_ 

I have wintered six times at the Pest of Lake Saint John and 
have passed twelve years at the Post of Chicol1timi-I have; there. 
fore, had an opportunity of knowing the River Saguenay and 
Lake St. John, as alfo the rivers and ftreams which refpetl:ively 
difcharge themselves into it. 
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.. The River Saguenay is ~avigable fo~ twenty-five leagues fl"onl 
I~S mouth by the largest slups of the hne, and for thirty leagues 
by vefsels of two hundred and fifty tons burthen, at high tide; at 

. that place it is necefsary to pafs a carrying place to reach Lake 
Saint John; the River Saguenay is half a league wide at its 
mouth and farther upwards it is from a league to a league and a 
.half wide : its mouth is east and it runs W. N. W. 

Of eighteen Hreamlets which empty tliemfelves into the Sague
nay and Lake St. John not one is navigable. The Rivers which 
run into the Saguenay are, first: the river Sainte 111arrruerite, it 
~s fev~D leagues from the mouth of the Saguenay.to the N. E. and 
IS navtgable only for b:trk: canoes by making feveral carryings; I 
do not know its courfe-2ndly, the little river Sainte Jean, it is 
three leagues above the river Saillle jl,[argucrite and runs into 
the Saguenay on the fouth west side; I do not know whether it 
be navigable.-3rdly. the river de la Baie des I{a-ha called by 
the indians Weshkuewaslw, it empties itfelf into the Saguenayon 
the louth west side, it is navigable in bark canoes, and communi
cates with the River Malbaie by means of feveral carrying places, 
I do not know its courfe-it is twenty-t\VO leagues from the 
mouth of the Saguenay-·t-thly. La ririere a Valin, it empties it
felf into the Saguenay on the N. E. side, it is four leagues above 
the Baie des Ha-ha, is navigable in bark canoes and by means of a 
few carryings communicates with the rivt:r Pcssitlmitsh, it runs 
N. N. E. ; I know its courfe for five leagues and in that fpace tJ:1ere 
are five short carrying places. 5thly. the river Chicoutimi, where 
the post of the fame name is efiablifhed, is twenty eight league$ 
from the mouthof the Saguenay, it difcharges itfel£ on the fouth 
'west side and has its fource from the lake 1'sinougamitslt, on the 
fouth west side of this lake there are two navigable rivers; viz: 
the Ri'Diere des Sables which communicates with the Montmoren
ci River by means of carrying places and the river Upikuba which 
communicates with the river Batifcan, it is navigable by perform
ing some portages, I do not know .its courfe. To rea~h .Lake 
Tsinougamitsh there are {even carrYlOg places to cr~fs wtthm t~e 
fpace of eight leagues. The longest of these carrymg places IS 

three quarters of a league long beginning at the post, the other 
six are from eight to twenty arpents long; at the upper. end 'of 
the said lake there is a carrying place o.f half a league ~hl~h leads 
to the little lake 1'sinf)ugumilsish whl,ch latt~r emptle~ ltfelfby 
la rivie,'e des aulnets into la Belle RiViere which falls IOta Lake 
St. John there are two carrying places of five arpents each. 
1itbly. La ri'l!itJre des terres rompufs Lriver of broken Lands] falls 

p 
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into the Saguenay two leagues from Chicoutimi, this river is navi. 
gable for birch canoes and communicates by carrying places with 
the great lake Minikouagan, I know its courfe for five leagues it 
runs N. N. E. At the ffiouths of the rivers Sainte Marguerite, 
.->aint .Jean, and Rait' des .ll a-ha, falmon and falmon trout are 
caught in the months of June and July. No fish is caught in the 
Saguenay except fmall trout. A considerable number of porpoi
ses ascend the river as far as la pointe aux roches three leagues be
low Chicoutimi. A few whales alfo go up as far as the river Sainte 
lJJarglllrite. The Lake Saint John abounds with Pike, from 
three to five feet long, Cat Fish, and with Awenanish fish, resem
bling falmon, but much fmaller and of much finer flavour. 

The Rivers which flow into Lake St. John are feven in num
ber, all navigable for Birch Canoes, 1 o. La Belle Riviere, it dif
charges itfelf at the entrance of the Lake. 2 0 • The River Mita .. 
bilshl/an, where there was formerly an eftab1ifhment of Jefuits, 
it communicates with the River Baliscan, by a few carrying pla
ces. It abounds with Pickerel. 3 0 . The River Wiatshuan, it 
communicates with the River Saint Maurice, it abounds in white 
fish, which come there in October to fpawn at the foot of the 
fall-I do not know its courfe 4 o. The River Wiatshuanitsh 
rum W. S. W. and alfo communicates with the Hiver Saint 
Maurice. 5 o. The Assuapmousoil1, runs W. N. W. and commu
nicates with the River Saint Maurice having about thirty carrying 
places. There is a confider able rapid in this River, and it uiual-
11 takes four days to afcend it by uling the poll, it is about fifteen 
lliagues long, there is a poft eftablilhed fixty leagues from its 
mouth, which bears the name of the River, from that poft, fitu
ated on a Lake which may be four leagues long by three quarters 
-of a league broad, a South Weft courfe is purfued in order to re
gain the River Saint Maurice. From that Poft to one of the 
f'lllrCeS of the St. Maurice, the diftance is thirty Leagues ••. 
6 o. ~rhe River 1Ilista-ashinitsh does not take its fource from the 
Lake of the fame name, I only know its courfe for thirty leagues. 
After leavjng this River and proceeding Weftwards the Lake 
of Father Aii;;.mel is reached-thirty carrying places between 
Lake and Lake being croffed-~nd from the Lake of Fa
ther Albanel, it is neceffary to perform a carrying of half a It:·ague 
to reach the great Lake lHisla-ashinits{ls where I have never 
been. 7 o. The River Peribuca, runs North and communi
cates with Lake J.liiuikouagall, at the upper part of the feven I
{lands and the islets de J erernie; there are feveral carrying places. 

The other Lakes of the Country commonly called the "King~ 
Poils" are I o. The Lake Saint John which is at leafi thirty 



115 

leagues in circumference and nearly circular in form is navigable 
for fchooners; jn this Lake there are only two f.1;all Wands on 
the South Weft fide-it empties itlelf by two diftcrent outlets 
which join each other at .thl! dittance of two leagues from the 
Lake, there are four carrymg places to pafs from this Lake to 
tht: place where the tide rifes. 2 o. The Lake Us/iio'ubish is 
five ~eagues by ~hree quarters of a !eague ?road, it difcharges' it
felf IOta the River .dssu(/plllo/lsom. It IS navigable for Schoo
ners. So. Ten leagues South Weft of the Assuapmousoin on 
cro~n~ the River Saint Maurice is Lake Iiapimitshigamits/t 
which IS four leagues long by three quarters of a league wide and 
is alfo navigable for Schooners. 4 0 • The Lake. of Father AI. 
banel, is twenty leagues long by four wide, lies N & S. and 
navigable for Schooners, there are befides feveral other fmall 
Lakes between the Lake of Father Albanel and the Lake Saint 
John, but they are of little importance. 

I do Rot know the lake Mista-ashinitsh not having traded farther than 
the Lake of Father A/banel, but I have heard it said that its outlet forms 
the River Rupert which falls into Hudson's Bay. 

T know of 110 River under the name of Gatineau. 
The Saguenay may be ascellded in birch Canoes, as far as lake St. 

John and farther by means of carrying places. 
Very few streams run into Lake St. John, and those which do so are 

not navigable, only the Rlvers'above mentioned are 50-1 came down the 
River St. Maurice twenty league~, and made three carryings from 
Lake to Lake, the first called MimishJaski, is three leagues long, the 
second Weshkuetallia is seven, and third called Le lac de Traverse 
(cross lake) is a league and a half long-I have traded at Ushkisleeta 
where the River St. Maurice begins to flow, it is five acres wide at this 
place, the North West Company have had a post established here since 
1775. 

The harbour at Tadoussac is sheltered from every wind by high moun. 
tains, and ships of war might anchor there in perfect safety. The navi. 
gation from Tadoussac to the gulf is open from the end of March to t?e 
beginning of December. The Saguenay does not freeze over from Its 
mouth to the River St. Marguerite which is seven leagues higher up, 
from thence upwards it generally freezes about the end o~ November and 
the ice breaks up about the 15th Mar as far as Cap. a L'est, fifteen 
leagues above the River Saint Margue:"e, beyond that It does not freeze 
u.ntil the end of December and the Ice breaks up about the end of 
April. . , 

The animals of that part of the Country commonly called the Kmg s 
Post are Beavers, Bears, Otters, Martins, Faxes, Lynxes, Hares and 
Caribou.-I saw no appearance of M.inerals. 
;,. The soil, commencing near the POinte ~ux Roches, three leagues belo~ 
Chicoutimi, as far up on the north.east Side of the Saguenay as the RI-
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ver Mista.ashinitsh, a distance of thirty.three leagues, is very rich and fer
tile, forming a tract of thirty-three leagues in front by four iD depth; 
the land widens at the Pointe aux Rocnes as much as fifteen leagues, 
neaf the River Mista-ashinitsh ; there are a number of small Rivers, the 
backs of which are of Marl. The south.Ylest side of the Saguenay, 
from the Ha Ha Bay six leagues below Chicoutimi, as far as La~e 
St. John, passing to the north east of Lake Tsinougami and Tsinou. 
gamitshish, containll a Troct of twenty leagues long by five or six in 
depth of good arable land; the climate there is generally good, owing 
to the number of large mountains which surround tbese lands; the 
wood which grows from the mouth of the Saguenay to the Ha Ha 
Bay on the south side, and as fal' as fa Pointe aux RlCnes, on the 
north side, is small stinted Red Pine, which grows here and there, and 
of which no use can be made; in the Tract described in the tenth an. 
swer, there are several forests containing Pines, Cedars Poplars; Maple 
is not very common; on the borders of Lake Saint John there are on~ 
ly Spruce, Aspen, Cedar and Poplar; the wood on the north side of the 
Lake having been burnt in 1775, is not yet full gro' .... n, but the land is 
excellent. From the year 1780 to 1785, I planted potatoes and cab· 
bages at the Post of Chicolltimi, which came to the highest perfection, 
and the cabbages now exhibited at Quebec, when compared with those 
I rai,ed at Chicoutimy, would appear dwarf cabbages. I heard Mr. Peter 
Stuart, who had wintered at the Post at Chicoutimi, say that he had 
sown some barley, pease and wheat, and that they all came to full maturi. 
ty; I have not the least doubt of the truth ofrhis fact. 

The Posts of Temistaming and Abitibi are on the River Ottawas; 
I left Assuapmousoin and proceeded for 'two leagues on a River which 
discharges itself into a Lake, in which there are three short carryin&" 
places, the last of which is at the highest elevation of the land: 
there the (Lac des Mille Isln" Lake of the Thousand Islands, is reached; 
it may be between fifteen and twenty leagues in circnmference. 'fde~ 
scended sixty leagues, keeping west south-west as far as the Lac du Nid 
de Goeland; there are only two carrying places. This Lake may be 
four leagues long by one broad; I have traded there twice; the waters 
of the Lac du Nid de Goeland ftow into one of the Rivers west of Hud. 
son's Bay; the Lac du Nid de Goeland is to the north-east of the Posta 
of Temislaming and Abitibi. The Indians informed me that it was only 
a seVen days walk, from the Lac du Nid de Goefand to the two PostS 
of Temislaming and Abitibi. All the Rivers which discharge their wa.' 
tel's into Hudson's Bay abound extremely in fish, and especially in Stur. 
geon and White Fish. 

The soil in the Tract above mentioned, appeared to me bad and extre
mely rocky;. the e1i.mate is not good; the only trees which grow there 
are small Borch, PmI' and Spruce; the only animals to be met wit~ 
are Beavers, Otters and Martins; I saw no Minerals. 

The Indians who live on the Banks of the Saguenay and Lake Saint 
Jean are the Montagnais; they live entirely by hunting and fishing; 
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they have no fixed habitation, and travel from place to place: most of 
them assen,bIe at each Post, or at other places where the trade is carried 
on, only once in the year, and some of them never come to the Posts. 
There were, in 177R, in that part of the country, commonly called the 
" King's Posts" at MlI1gan and Muskwauro, as I was told by Mr. Pe
ter Stuart, who had made the Census, 3,500 Souls. I have heard that 
their number has been much diminished iillce I was among them, which 
is attributed to the sma)) pox and to the decrease of the Illeans of sup
plying the necessaries for .their existence. 

I have Ibrnt of the Illdiall~, that they have a Tradition that the late 
Order of Jesuits had an Establishment at Metabitshuan, on the bordera 
of Lake St. John; that they had erected a Chapel, a House and a Store, 
where they traded. I have myself seen the ruins of a Saw Mill, which 
they had built; and I have eaten '''hite Plums, which grew in an Or
chard made by them. 

APPENDIX, (B.) 

AMOUNT appropriated for laying out Lands for reduced Offi
cers and Men of the Embodied Militia and others who ferved 
during the late war, by the Act of the 59th Geo.1I1. Cap. 23, 

Curr~ncy £3000 0 0 
Disburrements made in virtue of the above Act 

between 1st November 1818 and 31st Octo
ber 1823. 
P. Smith, for furveys performed in the Town

ships of Dudswell and Inverness, Sterling. 
£378 6 8 

B. Ecuyer, for {urveys performed 
in the Townfhips of Jersey, Tring 
and Frampton, 

Frans. Fournier, for ditto ditto 
in the Townships of Ireland and 
Halifax, 

Joel Ackley, for ditto ditto, in 
parts of the Townfhips of Ches
ter and Halifax, 

Patrick Smt.h, for exploring the 
Townfhip,> of Blandford and Mad
dington, 

Joseph Bouchette, for Surveys 
performed in part of .the augmen
tation of the Township of Aston, 

Patrick !Smith, for ditto, ditto, 
in the Township of Wolfsto~n, 
and exploring a part of Lake Satnt 

224 12 1 

151 7 9 

]65 9 10 

47 17 1 

83 63 
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Francis and the CQuntry adjoining, 214 14 I. 
J. Ackley, for ditto ditto, in 

the Townfhip of Ham and the 
augmentation of ditto, 212 10 0 

P. Smith, amount advanced him 
by Letter of Credit on account of 
the Survey of Horton, 76 10 0 

Jos. Bouchette, Jr. amount ad-
vanced him by ditto on account of 
the furvey of Cranbourne, 

£54 0 0 
Ditto, amount paid 

him by Warrant to be 
accounted for on ac-
count of ditto, 18 0 0 

P. Smith, a further advance 
made him by accountable War
rant on account of the Survey of 

72 0 0 

Horton, 27 0 0 
Jos. Bouchette, Jr. towards the 

expenfe of the Survey of the 
Townlhip of Kilkenny, 50 0 0 

Louis Legendre, towards the ex-
penfe of the furvey of the Town-
lliip of Warwick and Bulfirode, 54 0 0 

J. P. Bureau, towards do. do. 
do. and fub-division of Caxton, 50 0 0 

J B. Legendre, for furveying 
the remainder of the Townfhip of 
Wendover and verifying the out-
lines of Horton, so 1 1-

J. B. Proulx, for the furvey of 
the boundary and fub-divifion of 
the Townlhip of Cranbourne, 103 4 5 

P. H. Smith, for the furvey of 
the residue of the Townfhip of 
Brandon, 76 10 0 

Sterling £2067 10 4 
Add I-9th 229 14 6 

---- 2297 4 10 
Balance unexpended, Currency. £702 I.'; ':2' 



119 

APPENDIX (C.) 

STATEMENT OF Lt\NDS located in thc Survcyol' General's 
Office, from the 1st January 1817, to t~ ~jbt January lS2-t-. 

Located to I Luc.ned to Emigrants I Tutal Located In all the 
__ M_ilitia. 1 and Military. 1 Townships. 

r\c;.es-. --,---Acres; ---1---- A -- -----crcs. 
11%65 I 1412fl7 I '251·7:-12 

APPE:\DIX (D.) 

Quebec, 6th March 1823. 
Sm, 

In obedience to the commands of His Excellency the Governor iR 
Chief, to us signified by order of reference of 12th February la,t, desi
ring us to report our opinion as to the course necessary to be pursued to 
lIll~ul the .Grants of Land granted in free and ('ammon Soccage, on 
which no Improvements have been made conformably to th~ conditions 
()f the Letters Patent, and to escheat the ;ame to the Crown in order 
that they may be regranted. (a) And in making such Report, parti
~ulatly to point out the mode to be adopted, for bringing a suit for the 
purpose before the Court; (b) in cases where the Original Grantees 
shall be absent (c) from the Province, or dead, (d) or are not to be found, 
(e) or where they were originally only Nominai Associates, (f) and may 
be supposed to have transferred their rights (g) to the Leaders of Town
ships and others, (h) or where the present owners of Lots, which it may 
be desireable to escheat, cannot be known ; (i) and also to state t he na
ture of the evidence, (k) which as the Law now stands, it would be ne
cessary to give of the non-performance of the Conditions of the Patent.-, 
and in each branch of the reference to point out any legal_ difficulties" 
,I) that there may be in carrying through a proceedin~ of this nature 
with effect and expedition, as well as the probable expense it may entail; 
1m) and further; to state _particularly, in what manm~r such difficulties 
may be remedied (n) by Legislative Enactments or otherwise, and lastly, 
to submit such ob~ervarions (0) on the whole matter of th~ reference, as 
may enable His Excellency to judge whether t?e Law as It now star.ds 
fumishes the means of annulling such Patel)ts, III an ea,y, summary. and 
~xpeditious manner; (Pl or whet.h.e~ it may be ne.cessa~y to re~er to. tne 
Legislature, to afford greater facIlities to the a.ttalnmem. of .thls object. 
We have taken this important and most complicated subject IIlto our se
rious consideration and after various meetings and separate researches 
made by us, to alta'in the objects w~i('h .His Ex.ceIJellcy has in vi,ew. and 
for carrying into eff.:ct the proceedlllgs In question, we have after mature 



120 

ueliberation to submit the following observations fur the information of 
• His Excellency. " 

In submitting our opinion with the several observatIons we deem It ne· 
cessary to offer, we have taken up the subject in the order taken in the 
reference, as fullows. 

What is the necessary course to be pursued 10 annul the Grants 
of land made by the Crown in free and Common Soccage, in which the. 
Conditions of the Grants have in no wise been complied with, and to es
cheat the same tu the Crown? 

An Action of Law instituted in the Superior Term of the Court of 
King's Bench against the Grantee is the only course which could at pre. 
sent be adopted under the Law of the Land as it now stands. And for 
this purpose, the first thing required by the Provincial Ordinance 25th 
Geo. III. Chap. 2, is the suing the process of the Court On the Defen· 
dant personally, or at his domicile. without which no legal proceedings 
could be efft"cted against him. The first thing therefore the Law Offi. 
cers of the Crown would have to notice, would be to ascertain, previous. 
ly to the fyling of an information against a Grantee, whether he was or 
was not in the Province, and if absent, to obtain the appointment of a 
Curator to such Absentee, and thereon to institute the Action against 
the Curator. In this latter case, the sole formalities required by law, 
for the appointment, is to lay a Petition before anyone of the Judges 
of the District, wherein the Land to be escheated lies, praying fur a 
meeting of the relatives, or in default thereof, of the friends of the Ab. 
sentee, seven in number, to proceed to sllch appointment, either bef"rc 
the Judge or a person by bim delegated out of tOWIl, if the parties con· 
cerned reside beyond five leagues, under the 9th Section of the 34th 
Geo. III. Chap. 5. And on the Appointment taking place, the pro
ceedings had against the Curator, will have the same force and effect as 
jf had against the Grantee personally. If the Grantee be dead, the At'
~ion must be brought against the Heir at Law if in the Province, if ab
sent, then against the Curator as above stated; but if the Heir at Law 
be stili a Minor, and abaent, a Tutor would be the legal character to 
represent him, and to obtain this :lppointmeut, the same formalities as for 
toe nomination of a Curator are prescribed. In case :lny of the Original 
Grantees were only Nominal Grantees, this, in our opinion, would make 
no difference as to the rights of the Crown, and the Action would be 
well bruught against tllem all. If such Nominal Grantees had transfer. 
red their rights to the Leaders of Townships, or to olhen, it will in 
,uch fatter case become the duty of persons acting for the ~rown, to 
procure the written Documents under which the Original Grantees had 
pas!~d their i.nterest to th~rd persons, and in such· case to institute pro
ceedmgs agamst such third persons. In cases where it is certain that 
the Origina~ Grantee is dead, but there is no apparent Heir, a Curator 
can be appomted to tbe Vacant Estate under the 151st Article of the 
Custom of Paris, and proceedings effected against such Curator. If 
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the Grantees are not to be found, and it be quite uncertain whether thel' 
be dead or alive, or where it would not be possible to trace with any d~. 
gree of certainty the true owners (the Original Grantee havino- trans. 
ferred his interest) for these two latter set[ of cases, which 110

0 
doubt, 

would be very few in number, the Law as it now stands affords no reme· 
dy, in our opinion effective proceedings could not for the moment be in
stituted, and the Crown could not by the interference of the Court es
cheat such Lands, and as in some cases this might prove higbly pr~judi
cial to the actual settlement of such Lands, we think, that in cases of 
urgency the Crown might upon the for.:e of the Letters Patent under 
which such Lands are held, re·enter and take possession thereof, in as 
much as there is a specific Covenant in the Grants, in case of non.fulfil. 
ment of : he conditions therein contained, which is to the following elre.:t. 
"And the Lands and Premises hereby granted, shall revert and escheat 
to us, our Heirs and Successor~, and shall thereupon become the abso
IUle and entire property of us or them, in tlte same manner as if this 011, 

prumt Grant had never been made, any thing contain~d therein to tlw 
contrary notwithstanding." In these ca,c', however, we \\'L\uld recom
mend that an advertisement should be inserted in the Quebec Gazette 
during tbe space of three months, and als() in S:Jme one of the pllbli<.: 
papers of the District wherein such Lands lie, if in such District thrl~ 
be any public papers, notifying those concerned, that in case no valiJ 
claim be made known and lodged with tbe Clerk of the Executive Coun
cil, to such Lands, within three munths from the date of such adverti~c
ment, the said land will be granted de novo, and that such claims do ex
plicitly specify the Instrument whereupon they are founden, and that th('" 
said Instrument do accompany the claims; the said advertisement fur
ther Slating the name. of the Original Grantee, and that the conditions 
of the Original Grant have not been complied with :-1 t might also be 
well to affix a Copy of such advertisement in the Townships, If there be 
any actual settlement therein, and in case there be no actual settl~ment 
tLerein, to affix a copy to the Church door of one of the nearest Pallshes. 
And upon Uranting such Lands de novp, to insert in tbe Patent a Clanse 
revoking the former letters, and stating explicitly and at large the reason~ 
for revoking the same. . 

The above observations in our opinion meet all the cases stated In the 
first branch of the reference. 

The next point we have considered is" What is the nat~re of the Evi
dence, which as the Law Stands, it would be ncce3sary to gIve of the non-
performance d the conditions of the P,alent ? . 

With respect to the nature of the EVI~ence we.thmk that very slight 
evidence indeed would be sufficient to attam the object, as from the !lat ure 
of the case the onus probandi or burt hen of proof, WQuid lie in a great 

. measure upon the Defendant, 'and he would ~~ necessity be called upon to 
prove that he h~d complied with the conditIOns of the Grant. Two 
witnesses at least would be required for the purpose, not related to nor 

Q 
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in the service of the Defendant and not interested in the event of the suil. 
These witnesses ought to testify in substance as to th~ir persona) know
ledge of the lands in question, and that from such the~r kn?wledge the 
obligations specified in the Grant have not been compiled with. Here a 
difficulty offers itself in case the witness be re~ident in a part of the Dis· 
trict remote from that wherein the suit is pending, or without the pis. 
trict in any othel part of the Province: how in such cases is the evidence 
to be procured? The apparent difficnlty however is of little or no mo· 
ment as the Law provides the remedy. By the Provincial Ordinance 31 
Geo. III. C. 2, Sec. 3, Courts in this Province are empowered to issue 
Commissions in the nature of Commissions Rogatoirel, even into the In. 
dian Territories and other remote places, and the Provincial Ordinance 
32 Geo. III, Chap' ~, the same powers are granted to Courts to issue 
commissions within the several Districts of the Province, and even in the 
same District or' County where the cause is pending, "if the witness to 
be examined be resident at thirtg miles and upwards from the Court houte 
where the caulC is to he adjudged." This commission must be directed to 
one or more Commissioners, residing in or near the place were such wit
lless may reside; as to procuring the necessary evidence, thereof, tbat 
must be done in open' Court if the witnesses are resident wilhin thirty 
miles dIstance from the Court lIouse, if not, under Commission as above; 
it may however prove difficult in some parts of the Province, to fix lIpon 
persons properly qualified to execute the duty of Commissioners, but ge
nerally speaking we believe the service can be effected by Commissioners. 

The next thing we are called upon for i" to point out any legal dif
ficulties that there may be in carrying through a proceeding of this na
ture with effect and expedition, as well as the probable expence it may 
entail. 

VIe have taken up and treated of many of these difficulties and the va
rious points, above; one difficulty however worth noticing here is the 
delay attending the institution ofa suit at law, which cou~d in no deg'ee 
of possibility be brought to close until the Term next succeeding that in 
which it was instituted; and this ollly in exparte cases. Even then when 
such judgement is obtained; it would still be in the power of the Defen
dant, if he sees fit to institute an Appeal within a year and a day from 
the date of the judgement and sllch judgement, being confirmed in appeal, 
to lodge all appeal before His Majesty in his Privy Council and thereby 
stay al\ proceedings as to the Execution of the Judgement for fifteen 
rnont~s longe~. These Appeals however, could not be allowed J,!.ntil 
security ~as gIVen by such Defendant for the payment of the Costs of 
the InferIOr Court and those of Appeal, which would in many cases reno' 
der it equal to an impossibility for the Defendant to obtain the delay by 
Appealing. As to the probable expence of such an action this would 
vary materially according to the circumstance of the case, first in tbe 
value of the thing, secondly from the nature of the pleadings, and third
ly from the Inquete whether taken in Court or under Special Commission 
issued for the purpose. If the action brought was to Escheat Lands of 
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a less value tllan £20 Sterling and the Crown were allowed to proceed 
exparl~, on Evidellce being adduced ill Court; on an average the proba. 
ble expence ,~o~ld be about £6 5 Currency, on a like proceeding 
upon a Commls~lon £9 Currency. On a litigated case of the same Class 
where the Evidence is taken in Court about £8, and the like case on a 
Commission abollt £10 10 Currency. 

In the cafes where the value of the Land to be efcheated 
1hould exceed £20 Sterling and be lefs than £30 Currency, an 
additional fum of one fourth of the above charges. 

In cafes above .£30 and under .£ 100 an additional fum of one 
third of the fame charges, and in cafes of £100 and upwards, 
double the fums first above mentioned. 
. We are next c.alled upon, to ftate particularly in what manner 
tile difficulties we have above mentioned may best in our opinion 
be remedied by Legiilative en~ctments or otherwife ? 

On this branch of the reference which we think of the highest 
importance we have bellowed every pollible attention and we 
refpectfully fubmit two courfes that might be adopted by Legis
lative provifion, either of which in our opinion would be equally 
.beneficial and promote with advantage the intert!sts of the Crown 
and bring to a fpeedy determination the object now contempla
ted. The firft would be to renew and put in force the regula
tions enacted in the Coiony before the conqueft by His Most 
Chrillian Majefty in cafes of a reuuion au domaine, either of a 
fief to the Crown or Lands ell censi'ce to the fief of the Seign
eur, in <afe the conditions of the grant had not been complied 
with and more particularly for non-Settlement (Ienir feu et lieu.) 
The provifions we allude to are to be found in the Arret of His 
Moll Chrillian Majelly of 6th July 1711 (l vol. edits &c. p. 323) 
which ;Ire in sllbllance as follow: 

" Sa Majefte etant en fon Confeil a ordonne et Qrdonne, que 
" dans un An du dit jour de la publication du prefent arret pour 
" tout prefix ion et delai les habitants de la nouvelle France 
" n'habita~t point furies terres que leur ont ete concedees, feront 
" tenus d'y tenir feu et lieu et d~ les rnettre en valeur, faute de 
" qupi, et ledit terns pafi'e, veut fa Majeste que fur !es cerli.ficats 
" des Cures et des Capitaine~ de la co~e, comme l~fJltes habitants 
f( auront ete un An fans temr feu et heu fur lefdltes terres, et ne 
" les auront point miles en valeur, ils foient dechus de la propri
" ete et icelles remifes au domaine des Seigneuries, fous les or
" donnanc~s qui' feront rendus par Ie Sieur Began Intendant au 
" dit Pays de la nouvelle France." 

There are:feveral other arrets tending to the fame object, on 
the force of which a fummary proceeding was infiituted by feve-
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volume edits pages 125, 272,294, 295,316 and331.) Upona 
reference to thefe pages it will be feen that thofe proceedings 
were in their nature fummary, fimple and highly beneficial to the 
fettlement of the Colony. 

·If therefore this courfe were re-eftablifhed and the powers gi
ven by the faid arret to the intendant vefied in the Judges of 
the Court of King's Bench, to be exercifed by them or any two 
of them, as well in Term as in Vacation, or fo many days every 
two months, the many difficulties above mentioned would difap
pear, the expence be confide,·ably diminifhed and the delay be 
a mere nothing. . We would however recommend the adding of 
one more to the provifions made before the Conquest which i~, 
that in cafe the lands to be escheated be fituated in a remote 
and entirely unfettled part of the Province, publication at the 
Church door or any other public place in the adjoining Town
iliips or Pariilies, and and an advertifement in the Quebec Ga
zette, would be a fufficient notice, and fehice of the proceedings 
infiituted for the purpofe provided the defendant was not a refi
dent in the Province or domiciled therein. 

The other courfe we refpectfully fubmit as equally worthy the 
attention of the Legiflature of this Province are the provifions 
made by the Colonial Legiflature in Nova ~cotia, to effect the 
efcheating of Lands in that Province. On reference to their 
ftatute Law, two acts will be found, the one paffed in the 34th 
year of the reign of His late Majefiy Chap. 8, intituled, "an 
" Act for encouraging the improvement of Lands in the Pe
" ninfula of Halifax, &c. and the other in the 41st year of the 
fame reign Chap. 6, intituled "an Act for regulating the pro
ce ceedings of the Court of Efche;:ts" by which Acts it will ap
pear that in the province of Nova Scotia, there is a fpeeial Court 
conll:ituted for the purpofe authorized to try and determine in a 
fummary manner, by the verdict of a jury, cafes of efcheats 
brought before it, at the fuit of the Attorney General on behalf 
of the Crown, and on mature confideration of the feveral pro
vitiom contained in thefe two ftatutes, we think they would 
prove highly beneficial. Some flight alterations might however 
be required, fueh as extending the benefit of thefe ftatutes to 
.'-'rig-neIlI'S generally ;lgainst their Cl'llsilaires in all cafes of rf
IIlIiun all dumaine, and fuch other provifions as the Legiflature 
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might deem it expedient to ('nact. This report is most refpect. 
fully fubmitted to His Excellency by 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servants 

NORMAN FITZGERALD UNIACKE, Attorney General. 

G. VANFELSON, Advocate General. 

APPENDIX eE) 

This Arret is reported to the House in the Appendix (A) to the 
third Report upon the Crown and Seigniorial Lands. 
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APPENDIX CY.) 

DISTRICT OF QUEBEC. 

STATEMENT OF BAPTISMS, MARRIAGES AND BURIALS 

in the City and the different Parishes of the District of Quebec, in 

the Province of Lower Canada, from the year 1794 to the year 

1821 inclusive. 

PARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

Yesr. Baptism •. Marriages. Burials. 
Males. J-emsles. Males. Females. 

1794 GRONDINES. 8 13 :; 2 10 
1795 mtto, 10 11 6 3 1 
1796 DiUo, 17 12 2 4 1 
1797 Ditto, 12 16 ::; 5 4 
1798 Ditto, 14 10 6 4 4 
1799 Ditto, 17 14 0 7 5 
1800 Ditto, 20 8 I 2 1 
1801 Ditto, 15 8 2 4 :> 
1802 Ditto, 16 10 7 7 10 
IS03 Ditto, 13 17 " 10 7 
IS04 Ditto, 20 20 2 8 6 
1805 Ditto, 14 13 5 4 11 
1806 Ditro, 13 22 ., 0 7 
1807 Ditto, 19 15 6 7 :; 
1808 Ditto, 15 17 6 4 :; 
1809 ]litto, 24 18 9 5 \I 
1810 Ditto, 31 9 4 9 5 
1811 Ditto, 19 14 '4 3 3 
1812 Ditto, 11 8 5 5 4 
1813 I)itto, 12 12 4 12 8 
1814 Ditto, 15 9 6 12 5 
1815 Ditto, 5 10 4 10 11 1816 Ditto, 12 7 0 4 4 
IS17 Ditto, S 10 4 10 9 1818 Ditto, 18 6 4 10 1 1819 Ditto, 21 14 5 9 8 1820 Diuo, 14 ,24 9 3 13 1821 Ditto, 26 14 5 16 12 

434 361 116 179 161 
361 161 

Total of Bapti~ms in 28 vearo;;, 795 
Deduct Burials for the same period, 340 ll10 

Increa.e of Population, 455 
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PARISHES ~ultrH UF THE UI\'L1t Sr. L.\WltENCE. 
Yeor. 

Hftptlsm~. 
~J,lIll,lgL''''' Huri:tls. 

;\lako. F",'nlai ... ,s. l\Iales. l·~emal('s. 
1794 DESCH.\ :\lB.\ ULl'. 20 17 " 7 9 
!795 Ditto HI ~] I~ 8 8 
1796 Dillo 20 19 :; 5 7 
1797 Dillo 17 H 7 12 7 
1798 Ditt" Is ~G 9 8 .. 
1799 Ditlo ~() ~j (j 7 9 
1800 Ditto I:' 21 G 9 II 
1801 Dilto 18 ~ti J:2 7 II 
1802 Dillo ~j ~ 6 9 I:; 
1803 D,llo ~H ~l 1:2 13 9 
1804 D,lIo ~:i ~.) 10 H 7 
1805 Ditlo ~ti ~9 8 16 15 
1806 Ditto 25 3.') H ],"j 9 
1807 Dilto 26 30 7 II 7 
1808 Dilto 23 .'J 16 12 10 
1809 Ditto 3G 21 :;;'i 13 9 
1810 Dilto 31 ~1 11 17 12 
1811 DItto 3S :H " 10 5 
1812 Ditto :".9 :19 16 9 15 
1813 Ditto ~I n., 6 27 1.3 
1814 Ditto 54 28 ]., 13 J4 
1815 Dillo 56 I;"; 16 16 
1816 DiltO 40 44 I> 21 8 
1817 Ditto 40 33 H 17 18 
1818 Ditto 54 29 Ie! 81 8 

1819 Ditto -:'7 27 7 17 19 
1820 Dillo 31 .N 10 30 no 

1"~1 DIlIO 41 40 q :-.0 ~O 

8jI 797 -'.'- :.y~ ~l.j 

797 :115 

Total of Baptisms in ~s years, 1628 -----w7 
Dedurt Burials for the same period 707 
Inrrease of population 9"1 

1794 C.AP·S.\~TE'. 39 36 10 10 I,'; 

1795· Ditto 15 I:> II 5 4 

1796 Ditto 34 3) 9 16 5 

1797 Ditto ::a :Jj 7 I:; 11 

1798 Dillo 32 ~5 " 12 13 

1799 Ditto 56 ~-j 11 14 8 

1800 Ditto ~4 £9 6 12 13 

1801 Ditto 4:; 21 LJ 17 9 

1802 Ditto 33 40 8 16 ~o 

1803 Dillo 25 :;2 II 21 17 

1804 Ditlo 26 30 7 17 15 

1805 Ditto 30 38 lJ ].3 12 

1806 Ditto 36 46 n It) 10 

1807 Ditto 19 40 7 16 H 

1808 DillO 42 ~7 10 ~3 10 

1809 Ditto 27 32 JO 1,') 12 

1810 Ditto 50 44 16 20 16 

1811 Dilto 43 40 16 12 15 

1812 Ditto 59 H 18 " , 11 

1813 Ditto 36 34 12 39 23 

1814 Ditto 49 41 13 '2.) 16 

1815 Ditto 54 4Z 19 II 12 

1816 Ditto 46 :>2 I:; 7 8 

1817 Ditto 56 42 6 12 11 

1818 Ditto 57 49 13 18 18 

1819 Ditto 43 58 JO 20 :)1 

1820 DillO 58 34 20 50 ~8 

1821 Ditto 38 58 14 '27 19 

1041 999 :>16 47~ 396 

999 596 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, . 2040 ~ 

Deduct Burials for the same pen~ 
lncrease of population. l\71 
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PARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE: 

Year. Baptisms. Marriages Bur~al •• 
Males. :Femllles. • Males. I-em.les. 

1794 ECUItXUILS. 11 10 :; 4 6 

1795 Ditto 6 2 :; 4 4 

1796 Ditto 12 10 2 0 4 

1797 Ditto 10 10 0 5 I 
1798 Ditto 12 2~ :; I 4 
1799 Ditto 9 11 1 4 ;; 
1800 Ditto 12 13 2 ., 1 
1801 Ditto 13 10 1 4 :; 
1802 Ditto 17 11 0 10 5 
1803 Ditto 10 14 5 2 :; 
1804 Ditto 19 18 1 5 4 
1805 Ditto 6 11 5 3 7 
1806 Ditto 11 12 I 1 1 
1807 Ditto 5 I 0 7 9 
1808 Ditto 2 5 2 2 \I 
1809 Ditto 7 2 2 5 1 
1810 Ditto 0 2 1 6 ;; 
1811 Ditto 0 1 0 3 1 
1812 Ditto 0 1 4 5 1 
1815 Ditto 0 0 0 5 5 
1814 Ditto 0 0 0 10 6 
1815 Ditto 0 1 1 0 4 
1816 Ditto 5 10 5 Q :; 
1817 Ditto 4 8 2 2 l! 
1818 DillO 6 4 1 2 I 
1819 Ditto 11 7 2 6 I 
1820 Ditto " 7 6 2 4 
1821 Ditto 6 6 5 7 6 

197 :007 58 lOll 95 
207 95 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years . -w4" 203 
Deduct Burials for the same period 20.; 
Increase of Population ~ 

1794 POINTE A ux TnEMBL£s 19 18 9 5 7 
1795 Ditto 28 2;:; 9 10 17 
1796 Ditto 24 24 4 7 9 
1797 DiU" 25 20 :; 10 9 
179B Dit~o 28 22 12 18 7 
1799 Ditto 22 2~ 4 8 4 
1800 Ditto 24 18 12 12 12 
1801 Ditto ~2 16 9 10 4 
1802 Ditto 30 19 10 15 12 
1803 Ditto 32 22 8 5 15 1804 Ditto 22 23 12 10 7 1805 Ditto 24 22 8 10 7 1806 Ditto 26 34 5 11 10 1807 Ditto :36 29 ~ 18 14 1808 Ditto 26 31 14 6 7 1809 Ditto 26 28 16 15 15 lS:0 Ditto 30 ::'9 8 20 21 181l Ditto 25 23 6 15 15 1812 Ditto ;:;7 22 14 21 19 1813 Ditto 29 33 10 31 ill 1814 Ditto 24 25 14 9 10 181S Ditto 35 30 11 10 15 1816 Ditto 28 25 8 15 11 1817 Ditto 30 30 15 10 6 1818 Ditto 29 2g 11 23 18 1819 Ditto 27 23 13 15 16 1820 Ditto 27 29 

~ 28 27 1821 Ditto 30 22 14 15 
770 69i 271 379 348 
694 348 

To!'.!. of Baptisms in 28 years 1464- 727 Dedll. Burials for the same period 727 
Increase of Population ~ 
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1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1R99 
1800 
1801 
1809 
180l 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1B08 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
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PARISHES NORTH OF TilE TII\'ER ST, LAWRENCE. 
" Baptbms. l\I' Burials. 

Al'Gl'STI.:-o. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
lJitto 
Ditto 
Dilto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
I~itto 
Ditto 

l\Inles Females. am ages, l\lnlcs. i,'emnles, 
37 21 11 )., 12 
3D 20 15 9 7 
27 37 12 11 10 
28 26 9 8 15 
~7 50 18 9 9 
37 :;" 12 9 14 
32 27 9 1:1 12 
41 26 15 10 11 
3.3 25 14 ]6 2~ 
26 :;1 13 26~;j 
32 32 11 H 10 
47 2,. 12 25 14 
:;4 27 8 18 12 
25 :)0 ]6 JR L'i 
:iO 27 ~o ~.) 14 
:il :Jti 20 ]4 l~ 
27 10 IG ::;1 25 
;::i!J 3,; i '27 ~o 
46 :;6 18 ,;1 10 
46 31 13 21l:;1 
43 38 ~O ~.:; :-,0 
~8 43 11 19 17 
48 4'..! )" 0 0 
51 29 9 "" ]J 
46 35 9 17 18 
39 d.) 1:; 19 n-

dJ 43 )0 27.M 
44 42 16 16 III 

] 021 90.3 JiO 4!)3 452 
003 

Total of Bapti.m. in 28 years 19~4 
D~duct Burials for the same period 945 

Increase of Population 979 ---
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
180::; 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
181:; 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 

ST. Foy. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
D,th) 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

I 
4 

11 
7 

11 

4 
4 

10 
6 
9 
4 
o 
2 
4 
o 

10 
11 

~o Return 
1 
6 
4 
5 
8 
6 
9 

149 
150 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years . ~9~ 
Deduct Burials for the same peTlo~ 
Decrease of Population 24 

I 
8 

IJ 
8 
7 

10 
1 
(j 

]'2 

7 
9 
1 

o 
5 

10 
o 
o 
4 

7 
12 
11. 

150 

R 

5 
6 
4 
I 

6 
5 
I 
7 
6 
5 

::; 
6 
4 
1 
I 
5 
5 

I 
2 
1 
o 
2 
7 
:; 

9:> 

8 

7 
7 
9 
4 
9 
4 
8 
8 

7 
4 

10 
11 

7 
5 
6 
6 

5 
9 
5 
4 
5 

16 
5 

180 
143 

323 

6 
5 
7 
4 
5 

10 
1 

10 
6 

8 
8 
3 
8 
4 
6 
3 
7 

:; 
7 
4 
(j 

6 
7 

____________ ... ~~ . ..J.l."_ 
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PARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVEH. Sr. LAWRENCE. 

Year. Baptisms. Marriages. Buri.lg. 
Males. Females. - Males. Fernald. 

1794 ANCIENNE LORETTE. 35 29 16 30 29 
1795 Ditto, 25 26 13 23 18 
1796 Ditto, 43 31 7 16 15 
1797 Ditto, 38 31 18 12 10 
1798 Ditto, 47 28 11 16 11 
1799 Ditto, 26 30 1 18 7 
1800 Ditto, 29 45 16 16 14 
1801 Ditto, 21 3:> 16 11 14 
1802 Ditto, 40 42 18 16 12 
180::; Ditto, 38 24 13 31 26 
1804 Ditto, ::;7 ,,0 11 13 13 
1805 Ditto, 47 16 12 19 12 
1806 Ditto, 45 35 12 18 9 
1807 Ditto, 33 34 11 16 13 
1808 Ditto, 48 24 14 20 16 
1809 Ditto, 31 35 12 24 19 
1810 Ditto, 43 29 22 26 26 
18Il Ditto, 44 24 21 21 27 
1812 Ditto, 39 28 23 13 10 
1815 Ditto, 43 31 15 19 20 
1814 Ditto, 49 26 15 '21 15 
18B Ditto, 42 36 11 24 13 
1816 Ditto, 41 44 14 7 16 
Is17 Ditto, 40 38 if 15 21 
1818 Ditto, 29 39 11 23 15 
1819 Ditto. 39 37 5 24 20 
1820 Ditto, 53 34 II 53 13 
1821 Ditto, 29 31 18 22 8 

1052 890 381 547 435 
890 43.; 

Total of Baptisms in 28 YO"'. ~ 
Dedilct Burials for the same period, 982 

'"9s2 
Innea.se of Population, ~ 

------1794 JEUNE LORETTE, included iil the Register of A ncienne Lorette. 
1795 Dittd, 18 19 8 I:> 2i 
1796 Ditto, 27 23 14 15 9 
1797 DitlO, 3-1 17 10 10 11 
1798 Ditto, 29 27 :'l 16 24 
1799 D;tto, 20 22 5 11 14 
1800 Ditto, 27 25 15 14 17 
1001 Ditto. 27 ~9 11 10 16 
IH02 Ditto, 25 22 20 19 13 
180:1 Ditto, 3:; 28 14 20 15 
1804 Ditto, 33 36 11 18 13 
1805 Ditto, 38. 21 II 17 12 
1806 Ditto, 57 34 12 10 7 
1807 Ditto, .19 :;2 9 15 13 
1808 DItto. 37 28 17 22 10 
1809 Ditto, 32 32 16 11 8 
1810 Ditto, 3J 47 16 19 20 
1811 DItto, 51 38 8 18 22 
1812 Ditto. 38 Z8 10 21 17 1813 Ditro, 36 39 14 31 30 18H Ditto, '12 41 12 25 16 181':; Ditto, 37 51 15 15 14 1816 Ditto, 46 42 15 19 15 1817 Ditto. 47 30 6 16 22 181R Ditto, 43 44 8 12 19 1819 Ditto, v_, 45 14 16 14 1820 Ditto, 42 45 26 23 13 1821 Ditto, 51 51 16 23 28 

953 904 336 457 43~ 904 433 Totol of Baptisms in 28 years. ~ soo-Deduct Burials for the same {lerlod. 890 
Illcrease of Populalion, ~ 
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PARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 
);~.r. 

Baptisms. 
Marriages. Bllrials. 

Moles Females l"lales Female. 
1794 City of Quebec, ROMAN 

CATHOLIC CHURCH, 187 176 60 ]33 ]32 
1795 Ditto 208 176 39 116 109 
1796 Ditto 191 ]75 53 169 1I6 
1797 Dillo 194 151 55 ]28 107 
1798 Ditto 175 .77 50 89 91 
1799 Ditto 151 190 60 91 104 
1800 Ditto 196 177 57 51 125 
1801 Ditto ~O6 183 77 146 152 
1802 Ditto ~16 217 63 154 127 
1805 Ditto 210 ~16 80 177 169 
180-1 Ditto 230 244 54 181 169 
1805 Ditto 236 240 58 122 121 
1806 Ditto 235 257 72 150 134 
1807 Diito 253 265 64 HI 155 
1808 Ditto 371 248 101 153 li3 
1809 Ditto 248 280 216 198 117 
1810 DItto :322 330 96 264 256 
1811 Ditto 5j2 340 119 220 209 
1812 Ditto 257 402 III 264 208 
1815 Ditto 324 3!:!4 57 257 188 
181'i Ditti> 336 363 87 274 258 
1815 Ditto 3:0 210 197 276 269 
1816 Ditto 377 352 117 ~,~9 198 
1817 Ditto 370 335 108 27~ 199 
1818 Ditto 406 390 119 276 240 
1819 Dilto 371 375 103 268 269 
1820 Dillo 424 "-0 ,n_ 112 393 3:4 
1821 Ditt" 450 428 136 304 251 

7746 7599 2451 5506 4920 
7599 4920 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, 15,345 10,426 
Deduct Burials ror the .ame 

period, lO,4~ 

Increase of Populati"n, 4,919 

1794 City of Quebec, Pao-
TESTANT CHURCH, 0 0 0 0 

1795 Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
1796 Ditto 48 56 37 43 ~O 
1797 Ditto -18 46 28 ~8 19 
1798 Ditto 34 30 21 36 19 
1999 Ditto ~o 31 7 54 19 
1800 Ditto 56 32 16 59 37 
1801 Ditto 39 38 22 30 25 
1802 Dillo 30 31 19 40 23 
1893 Ditto 38 32 17 40 28 
1604 Ditto 41 35 25 28 34 
1895 Ditto 58 50 15 64 25 
1806 Ditto 57 39 12 68 23 
1807 Ditto 44 35 24 64 ~4 

1808 Ditto 62 37 24 86 36 
1809 Ditto 62 51 16 115 41 
1810 Vitto H 34 21 129 62 
18il Ditto 60 55 38 150 5 
1~12 Ditto 51 52 38 161 63 
1813 Ditto 68 39 27 93 53 
1814 Ditto 41 68 21 154 62 
1815 Ditto 17 55 14 ~O 21 
1816 Ditto 33 23 19 :;0 10 
1817 Ditto ;\6 21 28 56 28 
1818 Ditti> M 31 27 47 21 
1819 Ditto 108 31 7I 151 91 
1820 Ditto 89 7.0 60 145 86 
1821 phto 93 90 47 103 

1325 1144 692 2002 991 
1144 991 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, 2469 2990:; 
Burials for the same period, 2995 

Fecrease of Population, 524 
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PARISHES NORtH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

Year. Bapti.ms. Marriages. Burials. 
Males. Females. tinl.s. Females. 

1794 City of Quebec, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
1795 Ditto, 
1796 Ditto, 18 18 12 9 5 
1797 Ditto, 20 17 23 23 13 
1798 Ditto, ,'jj 38 11 8 10 
]799 Ditto, 17 15 10 8 2 
1800 Ditto, 28 24 ]2 17 9 
]801 Ditto, 33 21 26 20 9 
1802 Ditto, 20 19 13 15 6 
1803 Ditto, 30 25 21 28 11 
1804 Ditto, 25 25 10 20 13 
1805 Ditto, 
]806 Ditto. 
1807 Ditto, 
1808 Ditto, 54 34 24 26 21 
1809 Ditto, 35 41 38 27 11 
1810 Ditto. 42 36 26 75 29 
1811 Ditto. 70 30 46 53 17 
1812 Ditto, 43 - 40 58 41 20 
1813 Ditto, 44 47 51 38 30 
1814 Ditto, 47 .M 64 36 30 
]815 Ditto, 49 35 82 25 22 
1816 Ditto, 48 54 50 34 16 
1817 Ditto, 59 38 68 41 27 
1818 Ditto. 52 44 46 65 24 
1819 Ditto, 1st Janv. } 

8 5 2 5 1819, to the 7th Marcb 1819, 4 
1820 Ditto, 35 31 23 26 13 
1821 Ditto, 46 4:) 41 36 20 

832 714 769 673 363 
714 363 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, 15W- 1036 
Deduct Burials forthe same period. 10;:)6 
Increase of Population, 510 

-----1794 City of Quebec, HOTEL D,EU. 10 8 
1795 Ditto. 5 8 
1796 Ditto, 10 6 
1797 Ditto, 7 11 
I79B Ditto. 4 9 
1799 Ditto, 11 7 
1800 Ditto, 12 6 
1801 Ditto. 7 3 
1802 Ditto, 13 9 
1£03 Ditto. 11 8 
1804 Ditto. 13 6 
180~ Ditto, 10 5 
1806 Ditto, 4 8 
1807 Ditto, 9 11 
1808 Ditto, 8 10 
1809 Ditto. 17 9 1810 Ditto, 22 15 
1811 Ditto, 9 11 1812 Ditto, 15 13 
1813 Ditto. 10 7 1814 Ditto. 14 12 
1815 Ditto, 10 8 1816 Ditto, 11 16 1817 Ditto, 6 11 1818 Ditto, 9 11 
}~19 Ditto, 18 11 1820 Ditto, 18 8 IBn Ditto, IS 11 
Total of Bapt;,ms in 28 years, 2 308 258 

258 
Burials for the same period, 566 ~ 
ilicrease of Population, 56i 
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Year. 

1794 

PARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWREN(,E. 
"1 Bapti,ms. Marria"cs. Burial •. 
J.' ales. l;emales. "Males. Females. 

1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
180:; 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1613 
1814 
1815 
1816 
181; 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 

City of Quebec, and 
GE~EU.AL HOSPITAL. 

Dilto 
Dltt" 
Ditto 
llitto 
Dilto 
Ditto 
Dilt0 
Ditto 
Dillo 
Ditto 
Dilto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dilto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dilto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Di"" 
Dltt" 

o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o I 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
4 :; 
4 ., 

No Heturn~ 
2 6 
6 8 
7 7 

12 10 
II 12 

7 6 
15 3 
66 
58 

Total of Baplisms in 28 years I ~i 
Deduct Burials for the same period 2:a 

58 

Decre .. e of Population -uo 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
180S 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 

City of Quebec, WES-
LEY.\N CHAPEL. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
IWto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Diuo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditlo 
Dillo 
Ditto 
,Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

\ Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
7 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
7 
5 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years _ -1-2-
Deduct Burials for the same pen~ 
IDcrease of Population :; 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
5 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
5 

o 
I 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
I 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
-I 
I 
o 
o 
o 
I 
4 
o 
2 
3 

19 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
4 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
4 

:; 
o 
o 
;! 
;! 

5 
8 
2 
5 
8 
4 
-1 
:; 
-I 
5 
6 
7 

5 
4 
o 
1 
6 
8 
4 

10 
IS 
6 

130 
104 

23i 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
4 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
u 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
4 
5 

-9-

o 
:') 

5 
2 
1 
4 
:> 
1 
S 
'1 
6 
6 
5 
5 
2 
;! 

3 
o 
7 
1 
o 
:') 

7 
4 
3 
5 

11 
3 

104 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
5 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
5 
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PARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

Year. 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 

CRARLESBOURG. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
DIIIO 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
DllIo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dillo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditlo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Baptisms. 1\" Burlalo. 
1Ilales. Female.. .arnages. Males. }o'emaJe •. 

40 30 16 10 14" 
56 17 11 14 15 
29 23 8 11 7 
20 10 12 11 9 
23 24 8 4 12 
26 20 15 8 9 
19 22 8 4 16 
26. 16 9 9 8 
27 21 10 13 6 
24 20 5 15 8 
30 50 9 II 8 
IS 17 I;:; 8 3 
51 19 6 12 6 
21 2::; 12 5 11 
17 52 8 11 8 
26 27 4 14 19 
30 25 6 34 6 
2'0 16 6 22 15 
28 53 11 20 2~ 
20 25 15 17 18 
21 21 13 15 28 
20 25 10 11 15 
• 2'0 14 10 U 
21 29 9 9 H 
24 25 9 12 4 
24 26 7 15 18 
30. 8 M m 
21 • II 2'0 54 

692 662 273 367 368 
662 568 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years ~ 
Deduct Burials for the saHle period 755 

'735 

Increase of Population ~ 

1794 BEAUPORT. 
1795 Ditto 
1796 Ditlo 
1797 Ditto 
1798 Ditto 
1799 Ditto 
1800 Ditto 
1801 Ditto 
1802 Ditto 
1803 Ditto 
1804 Ditto 
1805 Ditto 
1806 DiitO 
1807 Ditto 
1808 Ditto 
180~ Ditto 
1310 Ditto 
1811 Ditto 
1812 Ditto 
1815 Ditlo 
1814 Ditto 
1815 Dilto 
1816 Ditto 
1817 Ditto 
18111 Ditto 
1819 Ditto 
1820 D,tto 
1821 Ditto 

Total of Baptisms in 28 ycar. 
Deduct Burials for the same 

period 
Increase of populatioll 

22 
27 
28 
27 
21 
17 
27 
23 
24 
20 
50 
26 
19 
20 
14 
26 
24 
18 
24 
26 
35 
26 
32 
22 
51 
36 
37 
41 
723 
630 
~ 

796 

Ts7 

24 
17 
26 
20 
~5 

19 
18 
18 
25 
10 
17 
26 
20 
26 

8 
21 
22 
25 
34 
18 
22 
25 
27 
26 
23 
28 
54 
26 
630 

14 
12 

6 
6 
8 
9 

11 
16 
4 

15 
12 

5 
8 
9 

Iti 
19 

9 
7 

20 
12 

5 
10 

7 
6 

11 
18 
10 
16 

ZOI 

8 
16 
14 

8 
11 

9 
8 

14 
12 
23 
26 

8 
11 
12 
J6 
10 
52 
11 
10 
21 
IS 
15 

8 
12 
II 
23 
19 
24 

407 
389 
~ 

17 
14 
15 

8 
15 

8 
9 

12 
20 
18 
13 
13 

8 
IS 
10 

5 
24 
12 
10 
17 
14 
17 
10 
18 
12 
15 
17 
25 



Year. 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
iS09 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
lR18 
1819 
1820 
1821 

13.5 

PARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCB. 
Baptisms. Burial •. 

ANGE GARDIEN. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditlo, 

l\lales. Females. l\Iarriages. lUales. Females. 
4 10 6 4 4 
6 6 6 2 1 
7 4 2 5 \I 
3 7 6 9 5 

14 16 2 8 8 
10 7 1 0 2 
11 11 :> 5 5 

7 9 5 6 4 
9 5 6 0 7 
9 10 3 15 5 
9 7 11 12 8 
9 13 3 4 4 
8 7 1 4 ;, 

22 9 10 9 6 
5 6 II 4 3 

15 11 1 7 7 
5 5 5 7 It 
4 2 10 4 2 
8 7 9 4 4 

11 6 13 7 7 
10 4 5 9 9 
10 14 5 6 5 
10 11 9 2 4 
11 17 4 6 6 
10 10 5 6 2 

7 1.3 .5 .) 8 
16 II 6 8 6 
13 11 5 7 5 

263 249 155 16:; li3 
249 

Total of Baptisms in ~8 year.. 512 
Deduct Burial. for the same period, ::;06 

143 
-306-

Increase of Population. ~ 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
18h 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 

CHATEAU RICHER. 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
DiUo, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
DItto, 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto~ 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 

25 
10 
20 
18 
17 
14 
I.> 
15 
17 
14 

8 
16 
20 

6 
25 
13 
14 

8 
2j 

13 
18 
18 
18 
19 
22 
19 
18 
12 

455 
471 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, 926 
Deduct Burials for the same period, 495 
Increase of Population, .31 

11 
25 
27 
12 
14 
17 
17 
20 
]6 
21 
22 
23 
17 

5 
10 
12 
14 
15 
11 
18 
13 
13 
14 
]3 
21 
25 
23 
22 

471 

8 
9 
9 
5 
5 
7 
9 
9 
9 
8 

]0 
4 
7 
:; 
:5 
4 
8 
9 

11 
7 
4 
5 

11 
17 

8 
8 
4 
6 

207 

10 
5 

11 
8 
8 
8 
8 
5 
7 
6 
7 
8 
4 
6 
7 

15 
9 

17 
)1 

9 
10 
1! 
9 
7 
8 
6 

16 
9 

245 
250 

8 
9 
:-> 
9 

4 
3 
6 
8 

14 
Ii! 
9 
7 
7 
8 

11 
)I! 

6 
9 
8 

14 
12 

9 
8 
6 

10 
25 
10 

260 
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PARISHES ;SORTI-I OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

Year. 
Bapti~ms. l\lafriages. Buri.ls. 

Males. Females. Males. Females. 
ST. ANNE, Beaupre. and 

1794 ST. FEREOL. 26 1.1 6 10 9 
1793 Ditto 21 21 'l 22 16 
1796 Ditto et St. FereolI8 20 5 10 7 
1797 Ditto Ditto 20 25 6 12 9 
1798 Ditto Ditto 17 28 10 7 22 
1799 Dirto Ditto 22 14 5 10 7 
1800 Dilto Ditto 19 17 10 7 12 
1801 Ditto Ditto 12 ~! :; 7 8 
1802 Ditto Ditto 2.3 14 6 11 8 
180:> Ditto Ditto '~:) 1"1 5 10 12 
IS04 Ditto Ditto 20 S 8 11 6 
1805 Ditto Ditto ~4 !ll II 10 II 
IS06 Ditto Ditto 17 18 10 8 6 
IS07 Ditto Ditto ~(j 50 4 4 9 
IS08 Ditto Ditto 21 19 7 6 8 
1809 Ditto Ditto 21 15 10 4 8 
1810 Ditto Ditto 21 -I 8 :'i 4 
1811 Ditto Ditto 17 16· 6 7 11 
1812 Ditto 17 J6 9 1 7 
]813 Ditto 25 18 9 4 R 
1814 Ditto 24 22 6 2 4 
1815 Ditto IS l~ 8 5 6 
1816 Ditto 22 R :> 6 1 
1817 Ditto 16 H 5 5 I 
1818 Ditto I~ II .. 6 4 
]819 Ditto );') II to 7 5 
1820 Ditto J~ no 9 5 171 
1821 Ditto 24 I:> 7 7 9 --5.12 469 190 205 221 

469 221 
Total of Baptisms in 28 years J()~I 

Deduct Burials for the saUle period 426 
426 

Increase of Population 595 ----
ST. FEREOL, included in the Hetl1rn from 

1794 St A nne obo\'e. 
1795 Ditto Ditto Dilto 
1796 Ditto Ditto DittQ 
1797 Dlit() Ditto Ditto 
179S Ditto Ditto Ditto 
1799 Ditto Ditto Ditto 
Isoo Ditto Ditto Ditto 
lsOI Ditto Ditto Ditto 
IS02 Ditto Ditto Ditto 
IS05 Ditto Ditto Ditto 
JS04 Ditto Ditto Dillo 
IS05 Ditto Ditto Ditto 
IS06 Vitto Ditto Ditto 
1807 Ditto Ditto DiUo 
180S Ditto Ditto Ditto 
IS09 Ditto Ditto Ditto 
lSIO Ditto II .> :Ii ;; 1 
ISIl Ditto 6 6 ., :0; 2 
ISI2 Ditto 13 13 " 0 ., 
ISI3 Ditto 7 6 2 4 4 
ISH Ditto 9 7 0 4 0 
1815 Ditto to 10 :; 0 2 
1816 Ditto to 16 I 1 :; 
1817 DiUo 5 12 4 1 1 
18IS Ditto 21 II 1 4 1 
IS19 Ditto 16 15 5 ] 2 
182.0 Ditto 9 9 1 5 2 
1821 Ditta 6 JO 0 :> 6 

125 1I!! ~u ~~ 27 
liB 27 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years -----m- --.s6 
Deduct Burials for the same period 56 
Increase of Population 185 
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PARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 
Year. 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
181;; 
1814 
181 .. 
H1l6 
1817 
181S 
1819 
18_'0 
1821 

Porishe!. Baptism... 1\.{' Burial •• 
Males. i.'emnles. ... amage.. Males. Jo'emale<. 

ST. JOACHm. 8 9 5 5 2 
Ditto 6 5 6 ., 8 
Ditto 10 9 4 4 5 
Ditto 8 5 n 5 4 
Ditto 9 12 5 :I 1 
Ditto ., 11 Ii Ii 6 
Ditto 1 ~ 4 5 II 4 
Ditto H]~ ~ :; 4 

Ditto 10 11 .• "4 
Ditto 5 8 4 :'i 4 
Ditto 6 7 0 5 fJ 
Ditta 16 8 2 :l 2 
Dino 11 10 R 4 5 
Ditto S 5 5 4 
Ditto 1!l 8 6 :l 
Ditto 9 11 7 8 
Ditlo 10!) 4 
Ditto :; 1 I 4 
Ditto 5 ;; 3 4 
Dltro :j .J :; 7 
D,tlo 7 6 ;; 
Ditro 4 7 4 4 
Ditto ti 8 0' " 
J)ltto 14 5 0 

Ditto 8 11 1 
D.un 6 13 7 

" J 
4 
6 
2 

4 
r. 
5 

Ditto 9 10 8 8 9 

Ditto -~]:.') -~~~'-----;1-;;2;:;~----;I-;I-;::--"'IO:-:-:;:--
233 109 

Tot.1 of Baptism. in ~8 years 458 
Deduct Bunals for the some 

~ 

~ri~ E7 
Increase of Population ~ 

li94 ST. PIERRE, lsI of OrleaRs. 1:; 11 10 5 
1795 . Ditto 8 1.; 1 9 
1796 Ditto 1~. 7 ., 7 
1797 Vilto 13 10 5 7 
li98 Ditto 7 10 5 6 
1799 Ditto 11 12 5 8 
lSoo Ditto 11 Ii 9 4 
Iso[ Ditto 14 11 11 , 12 
1802 Ditto 11 14 6 2 
1803 Ditto 10 1::; 14 9 
1804 Ditto 16 14 :; 7 
IS05 Ditto 14 14 2 4 
IS06 Ditto 14 14 1 1.; 
IS07 Ditto 11 12 8 8 
IS08 Ditto 11 18 S 9 
1809 Ditto 11 Ii 6 6 
1~10 Ditto 15 9 9 7 
isH Ditto 16 19 8· 12 
1812 Ditto 15 12 10 4 
]S13 Ditto 16]3 :; 10 
IS14 Ditto 13 14 I 4 
1s15 Ditto II 8 :; (, 
Is16 Ditto 1:;]."1 8 6 
Isi7 Dilto 9 15 4 4 
J81S Ditto 12 17 8 :> 

1 
6 
4 
5 
7 
7 
6 
7 

11 
11 
10 

9 
6 
5 ., 
4 

11 
1.j 

9 
10 

2 
6 
S 

12 
8 
.) 1819 Ditto 16!4 7 6 

Is20 Ditto 17 14 5 11 14 
)S21 Ditto -;!-:1~1 __ ~1~6c.-___ -;-;;:.8 ___ ;-a';8;-;;,,9,,_ 

- 352 :>60 171 196 210 
360 210 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years ~ 40a 
Deduct Burials for the same 

period 406 
Incr.ase of l'opulatioll -zoo- S 
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PARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCg. 
• Baptisms. Bu"ials. 

"\ car. Males. Females. Marriages. Males. }<'emales. 
1794 ST, FA'"LLE, Island of Orleans. 11 14 7 6 6 
1795 and ST. FRAN,OJS, 24 14 5 8 10 
1796 and ST, FRAN,OIS. 1 J 11 4 7 4 
1797 Ditto, 9 12 5 8 12 
1798 Ditto, 10 6 5 8 2 
1799 Ditto, 10 7 9 3. 5 
1800 Ditto, 16 10 6 8 6 
Iso! Ditto, 11 10 2 3 5 
1802 Ditto. 10 13 2 7 2 
IS03 Ditto, 12 11 4 6 4 
IS04 Ditto, 10 11 7 6 6 
ls05 Ditto, 12 8 2 S 4 
1806 Ditto, 9 7 8 5 8 
1807 Ditto, 14 14 10 1 4 
Isos Ditto, 6' 15 6 4 3 
IS09 Ditto, 7 13 5 4 2 
1810 Ditto, 19 14 :; 5 8 
Isll Dilto, 9 S 9 6 7 
IsI2 Ditto, 10 9 8 4 4 
IsI3 Ditto, 12 23 6 7 6 
1814 Ditto, 16 14 7 S 7 
]sls Ditto, 31 20 9 7 11 
Is16 Ditto, IS 12 4 9 6 , 
]S17 Ditto, 20 23 4 5 7 
IsI8 Ditto, 17 17 6 3 2 
IsI9 Ditto, 17 16 7 7 8 
IH20 Ditto, 20 11 6 8 7 
1821 Ditto, 26 19 3 12 4 

399 362 159 183 160 
362 160 

Total of Haptism., ill 28 "ears, 761 343 
D ... ·duct Burials fur the same period, 345 
I ncrcase of Population, 41S ------
170-1. ST. FRAN,OIS, Island of Orleans, included in the Return of Ste. FamiIIe an 
1795 Ditto, St. Jean, 
]i96 Ditto, Ditto, 
li97 Ditto, 5 5 1 
]798 Ditto, 7 Jl 4 4 4 
1799 Ditto, 15 6 5 3 4 
]>:00 Ditto, 8 12 5 6 6 
IpoI Ditto, 10 13 2 12 5 
IH02 Ditto, \) 11 3 5 5 
IsO':; Ditto, 10 12 :; 1 9 
1801 Dilto. 8 10 6 4 5 
]805 Ditto, 13 11 2 5 z 
1e06 Ditto, 4 6 :> 4 4 
1"()7 Ditto, 6 7 4 ::; 4 
]~OS Ditto, 6 6 5 2 4 • 
1809 Ditto, 6 11 2 2 5 
1810 Ditto. 11 3 2 6 5 
Isll DittP, 4 0 ::; 2 2 
Is12 Ditto. 6 6 2 4 4 
1813 Ditto, 7 4 2 6 2 
1814 Ditto, 1 4 2 7 5 
lS[5 ])itto, 4 8 2 1 8 
IsI6 Ditto, 1; 4 5 3 
1817 Di1to, 4 2 6 :; :; 
18Is Ditto, 5 3 2 4 
]8[9 Ditto, 7 6 4 7 8 
1820 Ditto, 10 2 :5 9 6 
1821 Ditto, 10 4 1 :; 5 

179 167 7:5 --IEl6 ---11-3--
167 113 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, 346 ~-
Deduct Burialslorthe same period, 219 
Increase of Population, -W-
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PARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

Year Baptisms. 
Marriages. Burials. 

Males Females Males Females. 
ST. J EA N, Island of 

1194 Orleans, 17 21 15 8 9 
1795 Ditto 23 ).:; 4 6 7 
1796 Ditto 15 14 I! 5 8 
1797 Ditto 19 12 ~ :; 7 
179B Ditto 8 13 8 1 1 
1799 Ditto 9 H 5 8 5 
Isoo Ditto 1.3 11 5 5 6 
ISOl Ditto 12 12 8 3 <I 
1802 Ditto 12 12 2 8 7 
Is0~ Ditto 16 1:) 7 7 .5 
1804 Ditto 9 14 :; 6 4 
1805 Ditto 16 14 2 11 JO 
lS06 - Ditto 12 1:) 2 6 8 
1807 Ditto 6 20 :; :; 7 
Isos Ditto 14 16 S 9 1 
IS09 Ditto 10 10 12 9 .> 
1810 Ditto 15 19 6 11 15 
lS11 Ditto 13 16 5 10 4 
IS12 Ditto 13 15 17 3 :; 
1813 Ditto ,>., 16 JO 11 7 
lS14 Ditto ~l 23 5 11 1 
ISIS Ditto 2~ 13 9 11 4 
1816 Ditto 21 19 4 2 4 
lS17 Ditto 17 25 :; 5 12 
]SIS Ditto 18 30 8 5 6 
1819 Ditto 22 1:; 15 14 6 
IS20 Ditlo 23 20 5 12 11 
1821 Ditto 22 21 5 6 5 

448 454 IHO 1~9 177 
454 177 

Tota! of Bapti ... ms in 28 yea.s, ~ m6 
Deduct Burials foy the same 

period. :JiG 

Inc,'ease of Population, .)~ti -----
ST. LAURENT, Island 

1794 of Orleans. S 5 2 
1795 Ditto 8 8 8 6 
1796 Ditto 6 11 6 1 5 
1797 Ditto 5 7 1 :I 1 
1798 Ditto 12 6 6 5 4 
1799 Ditto 9 11 5 5 :; 
lsoo Ditto 10 8 .5 7 ,1 
Is01 Ditto 16 3 3 8 Ii 
JS02 Ditto 10 10 1 5 7 
IS03 Ditto 13 9 5 8 r, 
IS04 Ditto 6 13 5 9 6 
1805 Ditto 12 10 :; 8 7 
1806 Ditto 15 9 4 4 4 
1807 Ditto 10 7 :; (; 6 
lS08 Ditto 6 9 2 :; 4 
IS09 1)ilto 9 13 4 8 5 
IsIo Ditto 13 6 6 15 6 
18lI Ditto 15 7 8 3 1 
1812 Ditto 11 10 6 8 7 
1813 Ditto 16 14 4 7 4 
1814 Ditto 9 JO 2 :; 3 
IS15 Ditto 16 6 5 :; 4 
1816 Ditto 17 14 5 4 4 
IS17 Ditto 7 11 1 8 4 
1818 Ditto 9 8 4 4 :; 
1819 Ditto 16 6 6 5 6 
1820 Ditto 9 11 5 9 2 
IS21 Ditto 9 11 5 4 5 

302 253 112 164 )2,6 
253 126' 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years 555 290 
Deduct Burials for Ihe same period 290 
Increase of Population 265 
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!>ARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAW RENeE. 

Year. Baptisms. Marriages, Burials. 
l\l ales. Females. Males. Femal ••• 

1794 PETITE RIVIERE, ST. FRANCOIS. 5 :; 7 1 :; 
1795 Ditto 5 4 0 2 0 
1796 Ditto 7 4 0 2 1 
1797 Ditto 2 :; 1 2 2 
1798 Di(to 2 4 2 4 1 
1799 Dlllo 6 2 1 1 1 
I~OO Ditto 2 4 :'; 1 1 
1801 Ditto 4 2 1 4 :; 
]802 Ditto 2 2 5 0 I 
1803 Ditto 5 2 0 I 2 
1804 Ditlo 2 6 0 0 :> 
180.; Ditto 0 2 :; 0 5 
1806 Ditlo :5 2 1 0 4 
1807 Ditto 2 4 :5 0 '2 
1808 Ditto 4 4 !5 0 0 
1809 Ditto 0 4 2 1 2 
1810 D,tto 14 1 1 :; 2 
1811 Ditto 2 1 2 2 0 
18]2 Ditto 4 5 2 4 3 
1813 Ditto 5 5 I 2 5 
]8H Ditto 7 4 1 3 :; 
1815 Ditto :; 1 0 I 1 
1816 Ditto 6 4 2 5 1 
1817 Ditto 3 5 2 0 2 
lin 8 Ditto 5 6 1 2 1 
1819 Ditto 4 2 I 5 2 
1820 Ditto 0 5 0 '0 0 
1821 :Pitto 7 6 3 3 0 

109 97 48 49 49 
97 49 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years 200- 9S 
Deduct Burials for the salOe period 98 
Increase of Population ~ -----
1794 BAlE ST. PAUL. 42 3.3 26 15 7 
1795 Ditto 34 24 16 14 ,5 
1796 Ditto 40 36 10 10 10 
1797 Ditto 42 39 12 11 24 
179B Ditto 39 33 W 21 23 
1799 Ditto 39 35 12 15 11 
ISOO Ditto 41 41 16 18 15 
1801 Dato 37 34 15 18 19 
1802 Ditto 38 59 It; 14 20 
1803 Ditto 37 44 20. 12 9 
1804 Ditto 51 39 15 16 15 
1805 Ditto 54 ;:;0 22 11 14 
1806 Ditto 28 54 15 11 2 
1807· Ditto 38 41 2~ 12 9 
1808 Ditto 50 54 17 15 21 
1809 Ditto 56 47 15 29 24 
1810 Ditto 49 41 22 19 11 
1811 Ditto -50 48 IS 19 11 
11112 Dillo 59 46 24 Il 15 
]813 Ditto 61 53 12 25 -11 
]81~ Ditto 51 25 ]5 ]9 ]5 
1815 Ditto 18 46 SO 9 ]5 
1816 Ditto 63 53 11 14 18 
]817 D,tto 11 63 J5 16 14 
1818 D,tto 54 18 24 11 14 
1819 Ditto 63 50 22 18 17 
1820 D,tto 60 69 14 17 18 
1821 Ditto 62 63 24 31 29 

1295 1228 510 4&6 114 
1228 411 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, 2s2l 870-
Deduct Burials for the same period 870 
lllcrease of population. l65l 
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l'ARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 
ye .... Bapn,ms. 

l\Jarriages. Burials. 
Males. Females. Males. Jlcmalcs. 1794 ISLE AUX COUDRES. 11 9 10 9 2 1795 Ditto, 16 7 2 6 2 1796 Ditto, 7 5 9 4 ;} 1797 Dilto, 9 14 10 5 5 1798 Ditto, 14 9 8 5 6 1799 Ditto, 10 11 " 4 5 1800 l)llto, 9 15 2 4 1 1801 Ditto, 10 I~ - 9 8 1802 Ditto, 14 5 4 9 3 1803 ])irto, 9 ].; 9 3 :; 

1804 Ditto, 13 6 3 3 1 180.S Ditto, I~ 11 3 3 1 1806 Ditto, 15 9 4 2 0 1807 Ditto, 9 8 7 4 2 1808 Ditto, 15 7 10 6 2 
1809 Ditto, I4 7 6 2 :> 
1810 Ditto, 6 12 2 5 1 
1811 Ditto, 15 9 3 2 5 
1812 Ditto, 4 9 5 6 0 
181.; Ditto, 12 11 11 2 7 
18H Ditto, 1.) 12 1 8 5 
1815 Ditto, 10 15 1 5 4 
1816 Ditto, 9 11 2 5 6 
1817 Ditto, 10 6 4 5 4 
1818 Ditto, 14 8 3 3 5 
1819 Ditto, S 6 9 4 2 
1820 Ditto, 11 13 7 1 4 
1821 Dllto, lO 10 5 4 4 

309 270 11'1 128 !J1 
270 !H 

Total of Baptisms in 28 year~,. 579 2:22 
Deduct Burials for the same period, ;22~ 

Increase of Population, 357 --------
1794 EBOULE)IENTS. 23 16 13 5 9 
:795 DIIIO 17 26 8 10 5 
1796 Ditto 2-1 14 10 5 8 
1797 Dirto DO Return, 
1798 Ditto ~2 21 4 6 8 
1799 Ditto 28 19 2 4 4 
1800 Ditto ~{ III 3 11 9 
1801 Ditto 24 20 7 1£ 7 
1802 Dino no Return, 
1803 Ditto '27 :';,) 11 20 7 
1804 DItto no Return, 
1805 Ditto Ditto, 
1806 Ditto ::;2 28 7 5 13 
1807 Ditto ~9 36 lO 7 7 
1808 Ditlo :'7 24 4 5 9 
1809 Ditto ;)0 21 8 20 20 
1810 Ditto 23 17 5 13 10 
181! D:tto 22 26 13 7 10 
1812 nitto :il 24 II J:; 7 
1813 DiLlo 30 .,' 0)_ 10 8 7 
1814 Ditto no Return, 
1815 Ditto Ditto, -
1816 Ditto 21 5!i 5 17 9 
1817 Ditto ;:;u c-s 4 5 J:) 

1818 Ditto 24 ZU 7 14 12 
1819 .Ditto 33 30 11 17 19 
18~0 Ditto 34 29 }.) 12 16 
1821 Ditto 30 29 II 14 7 

600 559 179 2:50 216 
559 216 

Total of Eaptisms in 28 years, 1159 T46 
Dedurt Burials for the same period 446 
Increase of population 713 -



J4:1: 

PARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

Year. 
Baptisms. Marriage •. Buri.l •• 

Males. Females. Males. Females, 
1794 MALBAIE. 14 19 1 2 5 
1795 DItto, 20 2:; 0 :> 
1796 Ditto, 19 16 2 :> 
1797 Ditto, no Return 
1798 Ditto, 25 24 2 14 
1799 Ditto, 18 14 2 3 1 
Isoo Ditto, 22 14 3 2 I 
Iso! Ditto, 14 20 8 3 6 
1802 Ditto, 21 29 9 1 I 
1803 Ditto, Return burnt 
1804 Ditto, no Return 
Is05 Ditto, Ditto 
18U6 Ditto, 21 27 ::; ::; '5 
Is07 Ditto, 51 27 5 8 9 
180S Ditto, :>4 37 5 7 4 
1809 Ditto, 27 57 9 5 6 
IsIo Ditto, 35 32 12 13 20 
lsIl Diu", 34 46 IS 4 10 
Is12 Ditto, 33 43 13 11 11 
1813 Ditto, 45 42 13 19 15 
1814 DiIlO, no Return 
Isl5 Ditto, 53 53 9 21 9 
IsI6 Dillo, 49 44 12 18 8 
Is17 Ditto, 43 52 14 14 21 
Isis Ditto, no Return 
IsI9 Ditto, 60 45 17 17 9 
1820 Ditto, 67 60 20 22 27 
IS21 D,tto, 53 75 28 23 25 

7:,)S 779 204 204 209 
779 209 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, 1517 ~ 
Deduct Burials for the same period, 415 
Increase of Population, ~ 

1794 ruNG'S POSTS. 
1795 Ditto 
1796 D,tto 
1797 Ditto 
179S Ditto 
1799 Ditto 
1800 Ditto 
IsOI Ditto 
1802 Ditto 
1803 Ditto 
1804 Ditto 
1805 Ditto 
1806 Dillo 
Is07 Ditto 
180S Ditto 
IS09 Ditto 
I'IO Ditto 
IsIl Ditto 
Isl2 Ditto 
IsI3 Ditto 
Is14 Ditto 
IsIS Ditto 
Is16 Ditto & Missions 22 16 6 22 13 ls17 Ditto 25 17 7 25 12 Isis Ditto 7 i 5 Is19 Ditto 
IS20 Ditto 
IS21 Ditto 

52 37 ]6 45 25 
7,7 25 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years --8-9-- --70--
Deduct Burials for the saine period 70 
Increase of Population -]-9--



'fear. 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1805 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1815 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 

143 

PARISHES sourH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 
Baptisms. Marriages, Burials. 

ST. JEAN L'IfCHAILLC'N. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
DItto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
DiUo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Males lo'emales. Males. lo'emnles. 
43515 
:> 6 5 2 :; 
o 0 1 5 1 
o 0 0 2 5 
o 0 2 3 :5 
o 1 0 0 2 
o 0 2 5 7 
o 0 1 1 2 
o 0 1 7 2 
o 0 0 '7 ~ 
o 0 1 11 2 
002 5 j 

4 1 I 1 
~ 1 0 2 2 
o 0 1 6 2 
o 0 0 4 2 
3 ., 2 5 4 
4 7 I 2 0 
2 5 0 2 5 
5 5 4 4 J 

4 8 0 4 5 
4 4 0 5 4 

14 R 0 2 1 
15 7 3 7 6 

5 Ij I 5 8 
12 10 0 5 4 
13 9 2 7 5 
10 15 6 5 II 

100 lOS 11 115 101 
1~ I ill 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years 208 
Deduct Burials for the same period 216 
Decrease of Population --8 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
180tl 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
18~~ 
1820 
1821 

LOTBIKIERE.. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
DItto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
DItto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto -

14 
19 
19 
19 
15 
18 
21 
19 
34 
28 
33 
25 
26 
31 
38 
39 
42 
34 
43 
4U 
34 
37 
56 
42 
46 
45 
41 
45 

9Ul 
821 

Total of Baptism.;n 28 years l722 
Deduct Burials for tbe same period 796 
Increase of Population ~ 

29 

29 
14 
19 
13 
14 
21 
25 
12 
20 
24 
31 
39 
45 
41 
37 
21 
25 
32 

36 

'Ii 
29 
4I 
39 
52 

821 

B 
II 

4 
3 
2 
9 
9 
S 
6 

11 
12 

9 
4 

17 
6 
7 

10 
10 
14 
12 
20 
11 
15 
12 
10 
12 
15 
17 

2 
8 

10 
18 
9 
7 
9 

IO 
12 
17 
22 
12 
16 
n 

9 
19 
:51 
12 
20 
18 
18 
16 
17 
21 
1.1 
28 
23 
22 

432 
364 
~ 

'7 
9 

10 
15 
11 

11 
14 

of 
H 
10 
4 

18 
10 
8 

13 

7 
II 
15 
16 
18 
6 

17 
7 

26 
21 
25 

364 
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PARISHES SOUTH 01<' THE RIVEtt ST. I,AWRtNCE. 
Baptisms. ::\Iarri"ges. Burials. 

'Year. Male.. Females. Males. Fernal". 

1791 ST. CROIX. 8 5 :; 7 6 

1795 Ditto, 6 4 7 14 6 

1796 Ditto, 4 4 5 5 6 

1797 Ditto. 5 9 2 6 

1798 Ditto, 19 22 :; 5 7 

1799 Ditto, 17 18 2 8 5 

lliOO Ditto, £'1 ]5 5 4 4 

I~ol Ditto, 17 20 1 10 7 

1802 Ditro. 16 16 8 5 4 

1803 Ditto, 17 11 ~ :; :; 

18D4 Ditto, 18 17 2 8 11 

1805 l)itto, 14 17 10 1 4 

1806 Ditto, 14 ]71 12 5 10 

1807 Ditto, 16 ):') 7 5 I 

1808 Duto, 16 13 5 4 :; 

1809 Diud, 17 10 7 :; 5 
1810 Ditto, 29 10 4 10 10 

J811 Ditro, 13 1ft 6 _ 7 6 

..1812 IJiltn, 20 17 8 :5 6 

1815 Ditto, 24 19 8' 2 I! 

I S14 Ditto, 22 17 10 7 0 
I S I.5 Ditto, 21 22 Co 4 8 

I S16 Dlt1o, ~;'l 15 ., 19 6 

181 7 Dit'_o, ~:> 1.3 S 10 17 

I S18 Ditto, 27 .~. I 10 8 9 
ISI9 Ditto, 17 54 12 51 14 
J820 DLtto, 34 29 10 81 18 

1821 Ditto, :54 5 . .') 7 81 12 

520 469 176 217 195 
469 195 

Total of B"ptism< in 28 ye",s. -gsg 412-

Deduct Bunals fOl' the S<lIllL' period, 412 

I ncr.ase of Popu lalion, -sn-
---

1794 ST. ANTOINF. & ST. GIU:S. 24 21 12 14 6 
1795 Ditto, Ditto, • 31 26 8 IS 6 
1796 Ditto, Ditto, 27 39 II 9 7 
1797 Ditto, llitto, ,-'.J 22 7 10 8 
1798 Ditto, Ditto. 19 29 10 16 13 
1799 Dato, Ditto, 21 2,> 14 12 13 
Isoo Ditto. Ditto, 28 2'2 10 8 :; 
1801 Ditto, Dino, ~o :)8 8 18 9 
1802 Ditto, Ditto, 32 21 11 11 12 
180;) Ditto, Diuo, 26 34 21 16 20 
1801 Ditto, Ditto, 39 24 10 1~ 16 
IS05 Ditto, l)ltto, 26 28 10 18 :; 
1806 Ditto, Ditto, ~8 ~~ R :3 3 
IS07 Ditto, Dhto. 41 52 9 6 9 
ISo8 Ditto, Uitt<>, :i2 25 :> 7 2 
Is09 Ditto, l)ttto, 26 4;> 17 6 5 
IsID Ditto, Ditto, 46 34 10 10 11 
IS11 lJilto, Ditto, 27 40 11 13 IS 
1S12 Ditto, Ditto, :;1 :30 18 4 8 
IS15 Ditto, l)itto, 29 43 n :l 7 
IS14 Ditto, Ditto, 44 34 1 4 12 
IS15 Ditto, 37 48 5 19 £0 
IS16 Ditto, :;7 44 10 16 13 
IS17 Ditto, 

"1 SI 1<1 I~ 14 
181S Ditto, 40 43 10 13 9 
lRI9 Ditto, 3S 35 IS 12 11 
IS20 Ditto, 45 47 21 18 20 
1821 Ditto, 56 46 25 25 15 

93S 935 325 334 295 
935 295 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, IS7-3-- 629 
Doduct Burials for the same period, 629 

Increase of Population, ~ 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RiVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

Year. Baptisms. Marriages. Burial •• 
Males. Females. Male •• Females. 

1'94 ST. NICHOLAS. 24 17 15 7 11 
1795 Ditto, 22 22 7 15 12 
1796 Ditto, 15 II 6 9 8 
1797 Ditto, 2.'i 20 5 9 6 
1798 Ditto, 20 18 8 14 7 
1~99 Ditto, 28 24 4 6 2 
1800 Ditto, 21 21 6 18 9 
1801 Ditto, 29 22 12 16 8 
1802 Ditto, 51 29 16 14 10 
180:> Ditto, 31 28 11 18 21 
1804 Ditto, 30 22 7 16 8 
1805 Ditto, ;')0 27 9 18 9 
1806 Ditto, 46 34 11 17 10 
1807 Ditto. 35 42 6 12 16 
1808 Ditto. 39 48 14 16 9 
1809 Ditto, 37 24 12 17 18 
18lO Ditto, 56 37 9 22 14 
1811 Ditto, 35 42 7 14 8 
1M12 Ditto, 50 31 l~ 12 17 
181:> Ditto, 47 52 10 16 16 
1814 Ditto, 57 37 9 18 18 
1815 Ditto, & St. Giles 45 47 7 21 2,) 

1816 Ditto, ditto 50 47 7 ~2 14 
1817 Ditto, ditto 47 34 7 ;:;> ~~ 

ISIR Ditto, ditto '27 49 10 20 21 

1819 Ditto, ditto 46 43 1'> 21 '20 
1820 Ditto, ditto 40 56 22 :)4 '28 

182"- Ditto, dItto 60 56 21 27 27 

1021 920 285 472 ~~':I: 

920 ;j!)4 

~Total of Baptisms in 28 year<. ~ -sW-
Deduct Burials for the sa"me period. R66 

Increase of Population, ~ 

1794 Sr. JOSEPH, POIKTE Len, ::;0 3tJ 13 !:4 ~I 

1795 Ditto, ::16 31 00 18 ~'.; 

1796 Ditto, 47 27 18 15 17 
1797 Ditto, 43 30 I:; 25 17 
1798 Ditto, 46 0j 1:> 16 18 
1799 Ditto, 45- 42 I:J 1:5 n 
1800 Ditto, 44 37 9 ~j 21 
1801 Ditto, 40 30 18 32 l.j 

1802 Ditto, 51 ::J.'i 2~ 21 20 
1805 Ditto, 42 41 24 20 23 
1804 Ditto, 50 46 21 ZO 24 
1805 Ditto, 54 49 27 15 22 
1806 Ditto, 5J 52 20 25 18 
1807 Ditto, 57 50 22 30 19 
1808 Ditto, 55 51 23 45 24 
IM09 Ditto, 60 47 52 ::;2 :;3 
1810 Ditto, 62 66 24 46 ::;6 

1811 Ditto, 54 66 22 Z7 27 
1812 Ditto, 6:; 57 28 39 49 
1813 Ditto, 72 57 20 50 25 
18t4 Ditto, 67 50 51 37 34 
1815 Ditto, 52 68 29 :)1 22 
1816 Ditto, 73 60 26 30 27 
1817 Ditto, 65 62 24 7;9 45 
1818 Ditto, 71 7-1 25 27 29 
1819 Ditto, " R:i 79 37 48 44 
1820 Ditto, 81 74 :;0 47 35 
1821 Ditto, 99 91 46 73 54 

1595 1441 652 868 755 
1441 755 

Total of Baptisms in 28 vear., 5056 16~ 

Deduct Burials for tbe same period, 1623 

Increase of. Population, ~ T 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRE~CE. 

Year. Baptisms. Marria Buri.ls. 
Males. Jo'emales. ge~. Males. Females. 

1794 ST.'HENRT. 44 44 15 14 15 
1795 Ditto 49 59 8 25 19 
1796 Ditto 54 57 13 18 '22 
1797 Ditto 53 37 8 27 J6 
179,8 Ditto 59 64 11 23 25 
1799 Ditto 49 42 7 20 20 
1800 Ditto 61 62 19 21 18 
1801 Ditto 49 46 19 29 34 
1802 Ditto 59 68 17 27 IS 
1803 Ditto 65 60- 18 55 28 
1804 Ditto 77 61 IS 24 26 
1805 Ditto 71 52 1,~ 50 22 
1806 Ditto 68 70 52 22 :34 
1807 Ditto 68 61 42 00 14 
1808 Ditto 65 71 27 24 27 
1809 Ditto 61 82 35 53 65 
1810 Ditto No Return 
1811 Ditto 83 61 15 40 33 
1812 Ditto 62 55 26 :34, 26 
1813 Ditto 68 77 21 28 27 
1814 Ditto 67 47 16 44 35 
1815 D,tto 86 65 52 53 40 
1816 Ditto 72 71 37 26 18 
1817 Ditto fj3 65 22 35 19 
1818 Ditto 75 68 14 54 24 
1819 D,tto 80 70 3:2 24 25 
1820 Ditto 90 100 29 57 56 
1821 Ditto H?i 91 27 59 57 

1784 1706 570 S56 760 
1706 760 

Total of Baptl,m. in 28 yea,'s ~ 
Deduct Burials for the same period 1596 

}596 

1 nClease of Population 1894-
--

1794 &rE. MAttiE, (N. Be"uce.) 40 1!.7 6 10 II 
179.5 Ditto 39 28 9 18 7 
1796 Ditto 40 34 10 21 l'I 
1797 Ditto 40 50 16 24 29 
1798 Ditto 36 57 18 15 13 
1799 Ditto 42 54 9 17 18 
1800 Ditto 51 47 15 10 12 
1801 })itto 45 40 18 24 14 
1802 Ditto 51 47 19 24 18 
1803 Vitto 57 68 23 15 20 
1804 Ditto ~2 59 23 ~,) 22 
1805 Ditto 61 58 13 20 23 
1801ii Ditto 63 51 14 22 14 
1807 Ditto 66 52 22 24 9 
1808 DittO 69 56 23 27 19 
1809 Ditto 76 70 28 49 41 
1810 Ditto 93 70 25 45 35 
1811 Ditto 46 70 28 52 34 
1812 Ditto 96 88 21 23 22 
1815- Ditto 77 78 13 ~2 22 
1814 D,tto 68 76 H 37 20 
1815 Ditto 93 71 18 51 28 
1816 Ditto 91 61 13 24 26 
1817 Ditto 57 60 21 27 31 
1818 Ditto 91 78 28 29 22 
1819 Ditto 101 78 39 28 29 
1820 D,tto 100 87 35 58 56 
1821 Ditto 110 89 44 72 52 

1861 1670 563 779 641 
1670 641 

Total of Baptisms 'in 28 years 353l 142() 
Deduct Burials for the same 

period 1420 
Iocreaie of population 2lTl 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 
tear. 1\1 Baptisms. l\Jarriages. Burial .. 

Ales Females Males Femalel 
1794 Sr. JOSEPH, (Nouv. Beauee,) ~7 15 9 8 10 
1795 DIlto 32 18 10 10 5 
1796 Ditto 21 20 10 15 13 
1797 Ditto 31 ~5 14 20 7 
1798 Ditto 31 38 9 16 5 
1';99 Ditto 26 16 4 8 4 
1800 DIIIO ~.> 32 12 I':> 10 
1801 Ditto '23 ~ 17 7 4 
1802 DiUo ::;~ 34 1J 20 19 
1803 Ditto 34 H. 15 18 15 
1804 Ditto 27 23 14 10 7 
1805 Ditto 24 23 10 12 10 
1806 Ditro .'30 ~,9 11 1J 12 
1807 Dill() 25::0 11 9 7 
1808 Ditto ;)~ 37 1J 12 1.'3 
1809 Ditto 26 ~4 9 22~':> 
1810 Ditto 36 37 14 15 13 
1811 Ditto 39 28 10 19 10 
1812 Ditto 47 34 20 9 10 
1813 Ditto 45 35 10 18 15 
1814 Ditto 36 28 4 16 17 
1815 Ditto 37 27 10 24 14 
1816 Ditto 48 30 9 9 6 
1817 Ditto JO 2~ 19 15 7 
1818 Ditto 4:> J3 9 9 11 
1819 Dill\> 39 42 8 19 20 
1820 Ditto 31 50 10 9 14 
1821 Dut<> :;7 49 19 26 25 

914 819 319 401 328 
819 :>28 

Total of Baptisms in 28 yearst 1,7;3.3 
Dedllct Burials tor tht! same 

period, 72~) 

Jncr<ase of Populati.>n. 1,£>04 

FRANqDlS. (Nom,dle 
II 15 

12 
24 
21 
15 
~o 

17 
21 
15 
20 
34 
17 
38 
~4 

28 
30 
35 
22 
'.!.7 

5 
1~ 

6 
4 

10 
6 
8 
7 

13 
7 
5 
4 
5 
!) 

10 
1:; 
16 

U 
1:1 
12 

8 
8 
8 
, 

},"') 

~ 
17 
9 

10 
10 

7 
6 

12 
15 

4 
8 

11 
10 
10 

6 
4 

18 
20 

7 
12 

.:; 
1 
8 
:; 

15 
4 

8 

ST. 
1794 
1795 
1795 
1797 
i798 
1999 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
J806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
18l'1 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 

Be,uee.) 
Ditto 
Dillo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dillo 
Ditro 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dilto 
Ditro 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

26 
13 
13 
21 
16 
24 
25 
28 
28 
35 
27 
32 
29 
25 
44 
37 
~O 
23 
40 
33 
28 
30 
48 

30 
40 
43 
24 
17 
31 
30 
30 
33 

4 
8 
6 
7 
8 

13 
11 
16 
12 

15 
11 
22 

Tnt.lof Bapti.ms in 28 years, 
Buroals for the same period, 
Increase of Population, 

32 
'27 
54 

784 
715 

1m 
628 

998 

713 

12 
9 

11 
15 

225 

5 
n 
11 
13 
15 
22 

33S 
290 

628 

9 
7 
9 

14 
9 

18 

290 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVEtt ST. LAWRENCE. 

Year. Baptism •• !\farriage •• Burials. 
Males. Females. Males. FemaltS. 

1794 B"AUMONT. 13 18 4 9 8 
1795 Ditto 16 8 4 12 7 
1796 Ditto 8 10 7 5 4 
1797 Ditto 10 14 12 7 11 
1798 Ditto 8 10 1 4 4 
1799 Ditto 12 Il 3 8 4 
1800 Ditto 16 11 2 5 6 
1801 Ditto 15 13 3 8 :> 
1802 Ditto 9 10 5 4 1 
1803 Ditto :; 1 2 7 5 
1804 Ditto 6 4 1 12 10 
1805 Ditto 4 2 :> ,I :> 
1806 Ditto 3 2 1 4 1 
1807 Ditto 2 5 4 6 9 
1808 Ditto 4 4 8 6 5 
1809 Ditto 5 5 12 14 14 
1810 Ditto 5 2 :; 11 4 
1811 Ditto 4 4 3 5 8 
1812 Ditto 5 7 3 7 8 
1~13 Ditto 5 5 :; 6 5 
1814 DItto 5 6 6 3 3 
1815 Ditto 21 11 8 5 6 
1816 Ditto 22 12 8 10 5 
1817 Ditto 13 23 6 10 7 
1818 Ditto 17 15 7 5 3 
1819 Ditto 20 21 5 10 t5 
1820 Ditto 8 19 7 8 21 
1821 Ditto 16 23 11 21 6 

275 276 142 212 li3 
276 173 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years 5sl 
Deduct Burials for the same period 385 

-~ 

Increase of Population 166 

1794 ST. CHARLES. 42 43 20 15 22 
1795 Ditto 39 34 20 36 23 
1796 Ditto 45 3' 22 18 13 
1797 Ditto 58 46 18 17 16 
1798 Ditto 57 36 14 30 21 
1799 Ditto 44 43 12 32 15 
1800 Ditto 45 30 10 4 12 
1801 Ditto 4S :;5 14 26 19 
1802 Ditto 40 39 14 21 11 
1803 Ditto 37 '32 16 22 16 
1804 Ditto 47 41 20 19 16 
1805 Ditto 41 34 13 17 9 
1806 Ditto 50 45 19 14 13 
1807 Ditto 30 42 19 21 29 
1808 Ditto 55 53 18 31 18 
1809 Ditto 55 49 12 21 17 
1810 Ditto 47 41 ]::i 27 35 
1811 Ditto 50 51 13 46 35 
1812 Ditto 42 4.3 31 14 25 
1813 Ditto 50 50 17 17 13 
1814 Ditto 50 51 17 21 16 
1815 Ditto 40 55 19 15 30 
1816 Ditto 52 51 11 22 19 
1817 Ditto 49 41 13 24 21 
1818 Ditto 47 52 10 19 8 
1819 Ditto 51 55 14 17 10 
1820 Ditto 55 53 15 25 24 
1821 Ditto 50 46 27 41 35 

1294 l!29 461 632 5;)9 
1229 539 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years 2523" ll7l Deduct Burials for the same period 1171 
I ncrease of Population ~ 



Year. 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

GERVAIS. 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
DItto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 

Bapti.ms. Mllrria .. aes. Burials. 
Males. Femaleo. Males. Females. 

51 50 8 9 18 
-S6 52 12 23 16 
57 49 12 12 14 
48 61 14 8 15 
65 51 10 24 17 
5.5 48 16 11 9 
73 70 16 11 )0 
7I 58 18 18 14 
82 80 19 21 31 
81 74 19 20 16 
71 95 21 16 17 

10;; 94 5 ~1 20 
9.3 91 19 21 19 

121 119 17 29 :>:; 
128 104 17 65 6;; 
107 93 24 41 22 
130 110 27 22 20 
117 99 23 58 22 
117 102 31 30 43 

92 125 19 21 21 
III 114 14 55 41 
119 108 17 58 42 
125 112 25 58 35 

88 100 14 46 47 
124 133 25 50 32 
104 119 H 34 44 
144 129 42 104 93 
140 136 48 84 96 

2073 
2574 

~574 576 950 
87:> 

873 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, 5247 
Deduct Burials for the same pcr:..;,io:..;,d:";"..,1=-=8",2",3_ 

~ 

Increa,e of Population, 3~2'i 

1794 Sr. l\heBEL. ,27 34 15 6 14 
1795 Ditto 32 21 11 20 16 
1796 Ditto 44 30 7 8 8 
1797 Ditto 37 15 21 18 7 
1798 Ditto :)2 23 11 23 11 
1799 Ditto 41 21 16 15 5 
1800 Ditto 28 25 7 14 15 
1801 Ditto 38 36 11 13 16 
1802 Dino 29 20 IS 15 9 
1803 Ditto 3:') 50 17 12 23 
1804 Ditto 26 56 15 18 18 
1805 Ditto 41 31 13 19 11 
1806 Ditto . 30 25 13 16 12 
1807 Ditto 42 30 6 12 19 
1808 Ditto 54 28 15 28 19 
1809 Ditto 32 29 12 2;' 15 
1810 Ditto 51 23 16 24 14 
ISil Ditto 3.5 41 7 16 9 
1812 Ditto 5" 29 15 15 20 
1S13 Ditto 43 36 11 17 14 
ISI4 Ditto 44 28 13 21; J:) 

1815 Ditto 39 36 12 20 17 
1816 1>iilo ' 37 27 13 14 12 
1817 Ditto 39 24 12 IS 11 
181& Ditto 35 Z2 9 18 16 
1819 Ditto :J2 45 1197 3019 15 
1820 Ditto 35 49 40 
1821 . Dltlo ·'42 59 25 26 27 

990 863~----~37~7~---~4~9n9--~426 
~ ~6 

Total of Baprisms in 28 years 1853 ~ 
Deduct Burials for the same period 925 

Increase of ~opulation -m 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENC~. 

YeAr. 
naptisms• 1\1' Buriar.. 

l\lales. Females. amages. Males. Females. 

1794 ST. VALIER. 52 2.3 II 11 «; 

] ,'-I.) Ditto 25 24 13 8 7 

17~6 Ditto 22 27 10 8 9 

1797 D,tto 26 13 14 8 9 

1798 Ditto 26 17 12 20 15 

1799 Ditto 3:> 19 6 12 11 

1800 Ditto 21 26 9 7 15 

1801 Ditto 21 25 8 10 7 

1802 Ditto 40 26 9 4 14 

1803 Ditto 25 26 18 12 9 

J804 Ditto 44 26 16 9 8 

1805 Ditto 32 33 10 9 16 

1806 Ditto 2i1 36 17 9 15 

1807 Ditto 42 58 30 Jj 12 

1808 Ditto 44 44 19 22 25 

1809 Ditto 45 30 23 I:; 12 

18lO Ditto 49 49 IS lJ 12 

181l Ditto 55 38 13 13 J4 

1812 Ditto 52 51 IS 11 12 

1813 Ditto 48 39 18 10 13 

1814 Ditto no Return 
1815 D,tto 

, 
35 56 14 12 16 

ISI6 Ditto 57 41 JO II 8 

1817 Ditto 30 54 12 11 10 

IRIs Ditto 49 45 11 10 9 

1819 Ditto 17 32 13 9 16 

1820 Ditto 45 47 18 45 43 

18~1 Ditto 39 59 25 21 24 

973 902 J87 359 3ti5 

902 565 

Tot~l of Baptisms in 28 years -w.s 704 

D.·duct Bunals forthe same period 704 

I ncr\!ase of Population 1I7l ------
]794 BERTHIER. IB I:> 10 9 ., 
1795 Ditto 17 12 11 10 2 

1796 DItto 16 15 3 10 5 

1797 Ditto 18 15 6 5 5 

1798 Ditto 13 13 14 4 K 

J799 Ditto 16 14 1 2 .. 
18UO Ditlo 13 12 6 4 4 

1S01 Ditto 15 17 8 9 10 

1802 Ditto 17 16 Ij 8 6 

1803 Ditto 16 !:!2 6 H 7 
1804 D,llo 18 10 S II 4 

1805 Ditt!) 19 12 6 7 

1806 Ditto II J3 :; 7 6 

1807 Ditto 11 11 8 2 4 

1808 Ditto 13 11 ]~ 9 7 

1809 Dilto 11 12 5 6 9 

IS10 Dilto 5 9 3 10 7 

ISH Ditto 12 13 ., 7 2 

1812- Ditto 7 6 10 8 5 

ISI3 Ditto :; 5 5 5 4 

1814 Ditto :; :; :; 11 5 

IBIS Dittl) 2:> 13 4 9 6 
J(>16 Dilto 18 IS 5 6 7 

1817 Ditto 21 21 7 7 6 

i818 Ditto 21 IS 5 5 4 

1819 Ditto 23 23 8 13 4 

1820 Ditlo 2 4 1 IS 14 

1821 Ditto 3 7 2 8 9 
:ISS 351 16M 217 IbO 
~54 160 

Tota! of Baptisms in 28 years, 
Deduct Burials for the saml> 

739 Yi7 

period, 377 

Increase of Population, 362 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 
Y~ar 

B:l[Hisms. 
l\Iarringes. Hlirial~. 

Males F~males 1\1 ales F~ll1ales. 
1794 ST. THOMAS. 44 41 11 16 17 
1795 DJllo 48 4:> ':1.7 25 20 
1796 Ditto 47 38 H 28 19 
1797 Ditto 57 33 18 2J J:l 
1798 Ditto 45 42 I:; 27 17 
1799 Dilto 48 :\5 8 20 20 
ISoo Ditto 42 36 18 15 10 
1801 D,tto 47 42 19 2.5 38 
1802 Ditto 52 H lR ~8 16 
IS03 Ditto 54 40 IH 47 45 
IS04 Ditto 53 48 23 31 3~ 

1805 Ditto 58 54 16 35 2:; 
1806 Ditto 62 70 19 20 27 
1807 Vitto 55 57 18 24 24 
1808 Ditto 60 61 18 42 42 
1809 Ditto 45 67 15 31 30 
1810 Ditto 60 66 23 27 30 
1811 Dilto 61 67 16 52 25 
IB12 Ditto 62 77 17 ;j9 52 
1813 Ditto 61 64 13 38 3:! 
18H Ditto 51 70 17 23 ~l 

1815 Ditto 58 5:; 18 31 29 
1816 Ditto 79 71 7 34 31 
1817 D,tto 47 67 12 22 2K 
1818 D,tto 51 59 16 J:l I!'! 

1819 Ditto 68 50 18 35 27 
1820 Ditto 68 6;) 19 61 (j~ 

1S21 Ditto 71 55 14 !'I6 25 

1554 1513 463 8~8 770 
1513 ";iO 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, 3067 l!i98 
Deduct Burials for lhe same period 1598 

increase of population. '"Ti69' 

Sr. FRANCOIS, Riviere 
1794 du Sud. 35 d.) 7 16 ~ 

1795 Ditto 29 30 1:; 10 6 

1796 Ditto 39 37 9 17 Il 

1797 Ditto 40 40 10 14 15 

1798 DiVo H oJ.) 16 13 12 

1799 Ditto 59 34 10 11 16 

Isoo Ditto 35 39 6 I:; 14 

.1801 Ditto 32 41 7 20 20 

1802 Ditto 33 ~f~ (; 15 If! 

1803 Ditto 36 31 6 IS 13 

1804 D,tto vt) :,0 .. 14 I';! 

1805 Ditto 34 2::1 7 H l~ 

1806 DillO 29 37 14 17 10 

1807 D,tto 19 ;)3 9 11 12 

1808 Ditto 15 ~! 7 17 9 

IsO!) Vitto 26 ~j 8 12 12 

1810 Ditto 18 1~ 8 7 9 

18Il Ditto 25 ~; 2 11 2 

1812 Ditto 20 l~ 9 4 9 

1813 Ditto 22 ~':l 9 8 6 

1814 Ditto 2.) 20 5 8 2 

1815 Dilto 7 9 8 6 10 

1816 Ditto 14 15 2 4 8 

1817 Ditto 11 11 10 5 13 

1818 Ditto 24 12 4 6 6 

1819 Ditto 16 17 5 8 7 

1820 Ditto 23 20 8 8 12 

1821 Ditto 23 27 12 10 5 

747 7;)2 224 317 28~ 

732 283 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years 1479 600 
Deduct Burials for the same period 600 
Incrense of Population 879 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

Year. 
Daptisms. Marriages. Burial<. 

Males. Females. Mole,. I'emale 
1794 ST. P/Er.RR, Riviere du Sud. 2.; 28 10 7 7 
1795 Ditto. 23 27 5 12 10 
1796 Ditto. 22 19 10 13 7 
1797 Dilto, 18 22 6 9 11 
1798 Ditto, 32 15 7 l4 1\ 
1799 Ditto, 17 2:> 6 13 10 
1800 Ditto. 17 26 8 14 11 
IROI Dilto. 25 22 1\ ]3 12 
lR(l2 Ditlo. 37 22 8 1:) 10 
tHO,} Ditto, 17 19 9 IO 9 
ISl'1 VHto, 2:i 19 10 8 12 
1805 ])itto, 26 14 5 14 17 
IS06 DiU(), 26 ~H 7 9 10 
1807 Ditto, I .. 31 9 4 13 
ISC·S Di!to, 38 28 6 12 11 
1809 Ditto, 
1810 Ditto, 15 17 .3 5 4 
IBII Vitto, 15 9 6 IO 9 
1812 Ditto, .10 19 10 12 15 
lS13 Ditto, 22 26 8 12 10 
ISH Ditto, 16 23 9 15 11 
Iblj Dilto, 17 27 ,; 15 4 
1816 Ditto, 21 24 8 IO 11 
1817 Ditto, :24 14 1 10 10 
1818 Ditto, 1I ~A 12 }'1 14 
ISI9 IliaD, 21 19 7 8 15 
1820 Ditro, 20 20 15 15 8 
1821 Ditto, 14 20 7 18 10 

58'> !is::> 211 308 2S2 
583 282 

Total of Baptisms in 2S vear., 1161i1 
lJl'riuct Burials for the same period, 590 

590 

Increase of Population. 578 -----
J7!H CAP ST. IGNACE, & ISLE 30 26 7 II 10 
171)'j Ditto, [.w, GauEs. 31 25 6 12 16 
l79ti llitto, DItto, 50 31 9 16 14 
I 'j'~ Ii Ditto. Ditto, 28 29 11 16 1:5 
1798 ni·to. Ditto, 27 30 7 9 7 
I7!)9 Ditto, llitto. 42 26 3 13 11 
1800 Ditto, Ditto, 26 :;.5 9 12 9 
1ml lJltto, Ditlo, 36 n,> 10 26 16 
IRQ:! Ditto, Dltfo, 3:') ~) 9 20 16 
lHO;' Ditto, Ditto. 24 30 13 8 15 
IRt>4 Ditto, Ditto, 29 .N 16 9 6 
{:";(I') Ditto. Ditto. 26 47 15 12 13 
1.'-!()1) Ditto, Ditto, 27 30 10 10 13 
1807 Ditto. Ditto. 41 45 17 13 17 
1808 Dj~to, DItte, :13 29 18 20 14 
1809 Ditto, Ditto. 33 4'1 II 24 19 
IRIO J)inf"'l. Uitto, 55 37 II 14 24 
loll IJitto, Ditto, 46 30 l.J 21 7 
121!} Ditto. Dill!', 3;:) 26 17 16 7 
1813 Ditto. DItto, 40 41 11 29 18 
1814 Difto, Ditto, V" 34 9 14 16 
I815 Ditto. Ditto. ~2 48 17 23 22 
IAI6 Ditto, Ditto, 14 45 6 27 19 
1817 Ditto, Ditto, 41 4·1 18 2::; 17 
ISI8 Ditto, Ditto. 47 39 4 19 1.3 
1819 Ditto, Ditto, 45 3~ 18 20 18 
1820 DittQ, Ditto, 43 37 17 :;i3 IS 
1821 Ditto, Ditto, 59 40 19 20 I 27 

974 976 S;:il 490 415 
976 415 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years. 19SO- - 905--
Deduct Burial,forthesameperiod, 905 
Increa,e of Population, ~ 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LA WRENCE. 

Year. 
Baptisms. Marriages, Durials. 

Males Females. Males. l.<'emales. 
1794 L'IsLET. 32 -0 v_ 19 12 11 
1795 Ditto 34 34 10 22 28 
1796 Ditto 35 25 5 24 8 
1797 Ditto 32 :H 10 20 19 
1798 Ditto 25 37 15 14 15 
1799 Ditto 33 27 15 14 17 
1800 Ditto lI6 24 " 12 14 
1801 Ditto 41 32 8 16 ~o 

)802 Ditto 27 36 II 17 21 
1803 Ditto !'.il 35 Ij 16 HI 
1804 Ditto 40 37 18 25 ~ ~ -. 
1805 D,tto 4:> 41 18 17 i.'j 
1806 Ditlo 40 39 ~o 14 18 
1807 Ditto 47 33 17 ~1 12 
1808 Ditto 55 50 11 30 ~?6 

IS09 Ditto 45 41 1;; 29 IK 
1810 Ditto 43 44 13 26 IIi 
1811 Dill" 43 46 12 22 !:,?:) 

1812 Ditto 45 50 ~I :):! ". 1813 Dillo 55 45 I,; 38 ~i 

1814 Ditto 44 40 16 !.!3 23 
1815 Ditto 55 39 IS 24 22 
1816 Dillo 45 54 9 27 18 
1817 DillO 50 50 12 50 ~'1 

1818 Ditto 49 48 10 29 HI 
1819 Ditto 55 48 24 50 ~J 

1820 DillO 60 55 21 54 ~7 

l821 Ditto 56 64 9 30 ~9 -1194 1138 399 649 562 
1138 562 

Tolal of Baptisms in 28 yeal's 2342 121i 
Deduct Burialsfor the same period 1211 

Decrease of Population 11:51 

1794 ST. JEAN Pou JOLI. 39 33 12 17 14 
J795 Ditto 47 ';')7 16 19 I~ 

1796 Ditto 32 37 6 17 15 
1797 Ditto 37 38 16 25 19 
1798 Ditto 39 36 17 16 l~ 

1799 Ditto 43 34 9 IS 13 
1800 Ditto 39 37 l,J 18 20 
1801 Ditto 30 37 10 14 20 
1802 Ditto 44 36 10 24 17 

, 1803 Ditto 40 37 8 17 21 
1804 Ditto 49 34 lD 18 8 
1805 Ditto 4~ 25 12 15 17 
1806 Ditto 48 49 J4 7 5 
1807 Ditto 32 38 11 15 5 
180!! Ditto 36 47 12 19 12 
}'s09 Ditto 43 29 15 ;:;5 16 
1810 Ditto 44 41 16 22 18 

1811 Ditto 44 42 6 17 25 
1812 Ditto 56 45 ,,--'" 12 11 
1813 Ditto 44 46 26 20 26 

18a Ditto 57 39 19 16 19 

1815 Ditto 53 52 19 24 16 
1816 Ditto 47 39 13 17 16 

1817 Ditto 54 38 13 27 22 
1818 Ditto 46 54 19 24 21 
1819 Ditto 58 43 22 35 20 

1820 Ditto 58 43 23 64 26 
,)821 Ditto 61 47 24 29 26 

1263 1115 417 601 473 
1115 473 

Total ilf Baptisms in 28 years 2378 ION 
Deduct Burials for tbe same per'iod 1074 

Increase of Population 1504 
U 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

'ear. 
Baptisms. 1\1, riages. Burials. 

Males. Females. Males, Females. 
1794 ST. RoCK. 63 51 25 14 18 
1795 Ditto, 6.3 56 11 22 17 
1796 Ditto, 46 48 14 11 16 
1797 Ditto, 59 47 11 25 18 
1798 Ditto, 46 63 12 25 19 
1799 Ditto, 46 51 12 14 18 
I~oo Ditto, 40 47 16 18 19 
IsoI Ditto, 57 44 10 Zil 20 
IS02 Ditto. 44 47 20 IS 29 
IS03 Ditto, 49 40 24 22 23 
1804 Ditto, 44 50 21 10 11 
1805 Ditto, 62 42 23 16 10 
IS06 Ditto, 34 45 26 13 11 
1807 Ditto, 39 48 20 21 10 
1808 nitto, 47 60 21 22 19 
1809 Ditto, 47 39 19 26 23 
IslO Ditto, 48 48 21 21 20 
IsIl Ditto, 51 45 16 21 20 
Isl2 Ditto, 48 53 29 25 16 
IsI3 Ditto, 60 58 28 22 19 
Is14 Ditto, 54 64 16 22 24 
IsIs Ditto, 7i 53 14 20 26 
Isl6 Ditto, 56 62 26 19 24 
IsI7 Ditto, 70 50 23 21 21 
IBIs Ditto, 52 56 16 16 21 
1819 Ditto, 67 56 51 27 14 
IH~O Ditto, 59 63 20 30 20 
182[ Ditto,. 64 60 14 17 27 

1486 1446 539 567 5~;) 
1446 533 

Total of B3ptisms ill 28 vears, ~ 
Deduct B~rials for the same perion, 1100 

liO() 

Increase of Population, 1832 

1794 Sr. A:olNE DR J.A POCATIXRI:, comprised in the retUln from the R,V,ERE OUELL •• 
1795 ilitto, 41 36 15 22 18 
1796 Ditto, 46 45 15 20 8 
1797 Ditto, 51 45 10 14 21 
1798 Ditto, 55 40 12 24 16 
1799 Ditto, 37 45 7 20 14 
1800 Ditto, 48 38 10 28 17 
Is01 Ditto, 55 :;4 13 20 14 
1802 Ditto, 52 46 1'1 31 :;5 
IS03 Ditto, 50 34 7 26 21 
1804 Ditto, 44 m I~ 27· 18 
1805 Ditto, 5,) 37 12 21 10 
IS06 Diuo, 44 40 10 22 14 
Is07 Diuo, 46 57 15 14 17 
1808 Ditto, 45 oS:; 19 II 23 
IS09 Ditto, 52 5~ 1::; 41 35 
Isl0 Ditto, 55 48 IS 32 21 
Isll Ditto, 52 47 17 25 24 
Is12 Ditto, S6 58 21 21 ~4 
Is13 Ditto, 51 ~G 15 26 25 
IsI4 Ditto, 58 56 19 22 19 
Is15 lJitto, 38 27 1j ". 18 _J 

1816 Ditlo, 41 44 II 20 17 
IsI7 Ditto, no return 
IsIs Ditto, 49 4:; 12 16 17 
Is19 Ditto, 41 43 23 Ie 25 
1820 Hitto, :;') 49 20 22 13 
1821 Ditto, 41 41 2:) 17 14 

1~40 1149 ~80 583 498 
1119 498 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, ~ lu8i DeductBurials for the same period, 1081 
Increase of Population, ~ 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LA WnENCE. 
Year. H.pti<~.. l\Iarrisge,. Burial •• 

Males. l<emalcs. l\Iales Females. 
1794 Rlv. OUELL>: & ST. ANNB, 60 65 23 8' II 
1795 IbvIERE OUELLll. 62 56 16 ~I 20 
1796 Ditto 60 59 14 29 26 
1797 Ditto 56 41 20 :'54 18 
1798 Ditto 66 60 17 19 18 
1799 Ditto [,1 61 12 20 22 
1800 Ditto 67 58 19 24 26 
IS01 Ditto 67 44 17 ~1 19 
ISO!! Ditto 67 60 I:; 33 24 
IS05 Ditto 5S 60 34 43 42 
]S04 Ditto 71 56 18 30 20 
]S05 Ditto 64 57 19 21 20 
1806 Ditto 66 61 29 23 12 
IS07 Ditto 55 67 20 ::a ,,1 
IS08 Ditto 99 6~ 36 26 20 
1809 Ditto ,;.; 70 28 24 34 
1810 Ditto 77 81 23 2S 38 
ISII Ditto 63 62 24 38 32 
1812 Ditto 8S 74 46 1:3 15 
1813 Ditto 72 67 24 41 54 
IHI4 Ditto ~O 77 2·1 2S !.3 
181.1; Ditto 91 86 32 46 44 
ISI6 Ditto 109 90 ~I 29 33 
1817 Ditto 58 64 9 38 40 
ISIS Ditto 91 89 26 33 33 
ISI9 ]);ltO 97 92 25 34 28 
IS20 Ditto 105 69 24 41 47 
]821 Ditto 96 88 35 57 42 

2093 1876 618 856 782 
I s76 782 

Tot,l of Bapti"ns in 28 years 3909 
Deduct Bunals for the same 

1638 

period 16;)8 

Increase of Population ~3Jl 

1794 
1793 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
Is01 
IS02 
IS03 
1804 
1805 
lS06 
ls07 
1808 
1809 
Isla 
IsIl 
Is12 
IsI3 
1814 
1815 
Is16 
1s17 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 

J{"MOORASKA. 60 
Ditto 70 
Dllto 64 
DItto 53 
Ditto 77 
Ditto 76 
Ditto 68 
Ditto 71 
Ditto 79 
I litto 81 
Ditto 90 
Ditto 83 
Ditto 83 
Ditto 96 
Ditto H 
Ditto SO 
Ditto 101 
DltlO 101 
Ditto 113 
Ditto 93 

!i.> 
59 
66 
53 
52 
70 
65 
iO 
75 
86 
73 
86 

104 
97 
99 

100 
95 
8.3 
89 

106 

33 
19 
~,j 

16 
16 
16 

~7 

28 
29 
15 
26 
56 
26 
26 
31 
24 
41 
45 

14 
22 
~:; 

28 
16 
:33 
27 
37 
41 
26 
33 
30 
31 
26 
45 
41 
51 
43 
50 

6 
31 
20 
14 
16 
25 
32 
21 
41 
46 
33 
28 
19 
27 
30 
47 
59 
47 
31 
43 

Ditto no Return, 
DiltO 128 113 3S 78 5S 
Ditto 78 91 21 34 39 
Ditto 112 116 29 62 52 
Ditto 122 143 25 50 5S 
Ditto 141 liS 4S 60 47 
Ditto 110 108 49 52 58 
Ditto :.1;:28~ __ 1:.:2:::S=-_-:~357-__ =;;-54;-_-;:;5",6;-_ 

2132 2400 789 J 035 984 
2400 984 

TOlal of Baptisms in 28 years,. 4832 2ol9 
Deduet Burials for the same period 2019 
Increase of population 2815 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

Year. 
Baptisms. Mnrriages. 

Burials. 
Males. Females. Males. .Females. 

1794 ST. ANDRE'. 
1795 Ditto 25 16 11 6 9 
1796 Ditto 36 19 14 8 6 
1797 Ditto 23 27 Jl 12 5 
179B Ditto 27 :55 12 10 5 
1799 Ditto :59 28 9 14 6 
Isoo Ditto :57 :57 7 16 21 
]SOI Ditto 33 2:5 10 12 1~ 

1802 Ditto 4S 26 12 12 14 
Iso.; Ditto 29 35 1:3 7 17 
IS04 Ditto 44 45 8 12 11 
J805 Ditto 31 33 7 15 10 
1806 Ditto 30 48 11 7 10 
1807 Ditto 45 58 6 19 12 
IS08 Ditto 45 49 8 14 11 
1809 Ditto 49 36 8 25 29 
ISIO Ditto 43 44 I;' 21 26 
1811 Ditto 49 45 18 25 25 
IS12 Ditto 63 57 20 20 S 
1813 Ditto 41 36 15 20 15 
IS14 Ditto 24 25 2 14 8 
IS15 Ditto 34 44 5 15 21 
1816 Ditto 52 60 20 IS 18 
1817 D,tto :59 34 15 16 :6 
lR18 Ditto 36 34 12 17 17 
IS19 Ditto :;8 41 8 18 26 
IB~O Ditto 41 38 11 16 7 
IS21 Ditto 40 65 15 22 2~ 

10.39 1018 :;01 411 388 
lOIS Z88 

Total of Bapti.ms in 28 years "2057 
Deduct Burials for the same ;>eriod 799 

m 
Increase of Population 1258 

1791 ST. 
]7% 

PATRICE, Riviere du Loup, 
Ditto 

comprised in the Return of Sl. Andre. 

1796 Ditto 
1797 Ditto 
1798 Ditto 
1799 Ditto 
1~00 Ditto 
1801 Ditto 
1802 Ditto 
Iso;} Ditto 
JS04 Ditto 
Is05 Ditto 
IS06 Ditto 
IS07 Ditto 
180S Ditto 
1809 Ditto 
IS10 Diao 
IsII Ditto 
IKI2 Ditto 
]81:1 . Ditto 16 20 4 7 8 
J811 Ditto 20 24 6 7 5 
IsIs D,tto 17 21 3 6 7 
Is16 Ditto 26 29 2 17 9 
IsI7 Ditto 17 14 0 5 8 
IsIs Ditto 18 22 1 4 5 
1819 Ditto 20 25 8 8 11 
1820 Ditto 33 27 10 5 6 
IS21 Ditto 24 31 12 3 6 

191 213 46 62 65 
21:'1 65 

Total of Baptisms in 2S years ~ 
Deduct Burials for the same period 127 

---w-
I Dcrease of Population 277 
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PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWltENCE. 
Year. 

1794 
1795 
J796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
180~ 
ls~):; 

1801, 
1805 
1806 
IS07 
180S 
1809 
IsIo 
Ish 
Isl2 
1813 
Isl4 
ISI5 
IsI6 
IsI7 
IsIS 
I8I9 
1820 
1821 

Baptisms. . Burials. 
Males. }<'emales. I\Iarnages, Males. Female ... 

KAKON .•• 

Ditto 
Dltlo 
Ditto 
D,w) 
Ilitto 
nil" 
Ditlo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
lJitio 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dillo 
Dillo 
Ditto 
Dillo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
DillO 
D'110 
Ditto 

Tolal of B"Ptisms in 2S yo .. s 
Deduct Burialsforlhe ,arne 

period 
Increase of Population 

TROIS PISTOLi:S. 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 

No Rplurn 
Ditto 

7 
17 
':2i 
J3 
24 
24 
26 
2S 

193 
202 

397 

, '~ 

7 
4 
5 
"6 
7 
8 
7 
5 
L~ 

6 
9 

16 
18 
20 
H 
~4 

17 
£3 

4 1 ~Llto, 
)Ii Ito, 
Ditto, 
Di,to, 
Diltb, 
Ditto, 
DltiO, 

No Retul"O 

Ditto, 

13 
21 
31 
19 
24 
20 
30 
~o 
Oc-, 

~,()2 

I 
5 
6 
7 
6 
5 
9 

7 
10 
12 

8 
12 
IS 
II 
16 
10 
16 
19 
:; 

20 

22 
26 
20 
19 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
Isol 
IS02 
IS03 
1804 
IH05 
1806 
IS07 
1808 
1809 
Islo 
Isl1 
IsI2 
181.3 
IH/4 
Is15 
IsI6 
Isl7 
Isis 
Ild9 
IS20 
1821 Ditto, 

--u5---288 
2SS 

Total of Baplisms in 28 years, ~ 
Deduct Burialsfor the same period, III 
Increa,e of Population, -- 542-

.> 1 'i .. 14 8 
5 9 7 
S 4 6 .. 6 7 
3 4 7 
5 S 7 
7 9 1 
6 11 10 

4;) 00 57 
57 

1~~ 

'5 2 2 
2 0 2 
I 2 .> 

1 :5 :; 
I 0 :; 
I :; 0 
1 4 3 
1 1 I 
::; 4 0 
I 4 4 
0 :; 4 
~ 0 I 
1 I 2 
4 1 2 
6 0 I 
1 2 0 
2 2 0 
2 :; .5 

16 0 I 
0 I 0 

2 0 2 

7 4 6 
4 6 4 
7 2 1 
8 5 5 

79 ---56 --5-5-

55 

-----.u 



Year. 
J794 
1795 
1lgt} 

1797 
i7:J8 
\1~19 
J':IIO 
!'ol 
1.')()~ 
t~n:) 

1804 
1 .. W5 
lR06 
1807 
lH()~ 
1~1I9 
}RI., 
lslI 
lSI!! 
IHI:> 
1S14 
1815 
IS16 
lSI7 
.~I8 
h,I!) 
IB~O 
1,:21 

158 

PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 
Baptisms. 1\" Burial •• 

Parishes. 1\1ales. Females. .amages. l\r.les. Females. 
Rmo'JSKI. 8 15 4 6 6 

Ditto 17 12 5 10 12 
Dillo IO 16 8 :> 4 
Ditto 17 II :> 9 4 
Ditlo 9 16 7 4 4 
DItto 14 15 :> 5 2 
Ditlo 16 17 :> !'o7 15 
Ditto 19 16 6 5 5 
DItto 15 13 7 II 5 
Ditto 18 18 4 4 8 
Ditto 14 16 12 II II 
Ditto !.!I 20 14 6::1 
Ditlo 19 IO 5 :>:> 
Ditto 18 14 2 5 
Ditlo 18 22 8 2 
Ditto 10 21 8 5 
Dillo 15 11 9 :J 
Ditto 21 28 12 5 
Ditto 51 23 4 I 
Ditto no Return, 
Ditto DItto, 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

!Z6 

36 
33 

54 
565 

37 
37 
25 
23 
55 
40 
54 

543 

9 
4 
1 
8 

15 
15 
24 

200 

2 
9 
5 
6 
4 
1 
o 

2 

7 
1 
1 
4 
7 
4 
7 

120 
543 

Tolal of Baptisms in 28 ye ... ~ 
Deduct Burials for the same 

period 
Increase of Population 

f7!>-I 
1795 
1796 
i797 
1798 
1799 
laoo 
1801 
180~ 
I~:l).) 

1804 
!: .. l(13 

1MHj 
1....,tl7 
ltiOS 
IS09 
lslO 
I8Il 
1812 
h~1:)' 

ISI~ 

lKI5 
IHl6 
IHI7 
ISI8 
1819 
IS20 
IH21 

ISLE \' ERTE. 
I)itto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 

II 
15 
15 
17 
26 

9 
II 
24 
26 
1:\ 

25 
22 
25 
21 
20 
30 
IS 
39 
19 
14 
22 
19 
16 
22 
16 
22 
18 

9 
10 
15 
21 
12 
15 
21 
10 
25 
21 
16 
20 
17 
22 

21 
23 
IS 
30 
21 
18 
21 
)6 
23 
17 
II 
34 
3:'; 

6 
5 
7 
5 
9 
5 
7 
2 
5 
5 
8 
7 

12 
1 
3 
7 
9 

14 
II 

5 
5 
1 
1 
9 
5 
8 

1 
4 
5 
7 
:; 

1I 
4 
5 
5 
8 
8 
5 
3 
4 
3 
2 
4 
6 

1 
2 

10 
6 
5 
4 
9 
5 
9 

4 
7 
9 
2 
6 
2 
1 
5 
6 
8 

10 

4 
4 
3 
\! 
6 
5 
1 
5 
5 
2 
5 
7 
5 
5 
2 
4 

556 
552 

Total of Baptism. in 28 years. 1108 
Deduct BurIals for the same period. 260 
Increaloe of Population, ~ 

552 160 137 
123 
260 

123 



Year. 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
IS18 
1819 
1820 
1821 

159 

FARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. L.\ WRENCE. 
Baptisms. Burial •. 

Males. }<'emales. ;\Iarriages. 1\1ale.. l'emaJe .. 
ISLET AlIX POr.TACE. .,,' 19 9 <I {; 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Uitlo, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
DittO, 

22 19 4 
19 

Total of Baptisms in 28 year., 11 
Deduct Burials for the same :,eriod, 10 

6 
--10 

Increase of Population, ~ 
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REC.\.PITUL.\. TION of the Baptisms, Marriages and Bu-
}'ials in the District of Quebec, from the year 1794 to 
the year 1821 inclusive. 

I'ARISHES NORTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

Paris". Baptisms. !\1arriages. Buri.ls. 
M ,Ie,. }<'emales. Males. Females. 

GroDdines, 434 561 116 179 161 
Deschambault, 831 797 282 392 315 
Cap Sante. 1041 999 ,,16 473 396 
Ecureuils, 197 207 58 108 95 
Pointe aox Trembles, 770 694 271 379 348 
St. Augustin, 1021 90:> :no 493 452 
St. Foy, 149 ISO 93 180 14:> 
Anrienne Lorette, 1052 890 381 547 43,'} 
Jeune Lorette, 95;; 904 3:;6 457 453 
City of Quebec, Roman Church, 77·l(; 7599 2451 5506 4920 

Ditto. Prote!>tant, 1:):!5 1144 692 2002 991 
Ditto, Presbyterian, 832 714 769 673 363 
Ditto, Hotel Dieu. 2 308 258 
Ditto. General Ho'pital. 66 58 19 130 104 
Ditto, :llethodi>l Chapel. 7 5 4 4 5 

Charles bourg, 692 662 273 367 368 
Beauport, 7~.) 630 301 407 389 
Ange Gardien. 26:> 249 153 16.1 143 
Chateau Richer, 45,3 471 207 245 !!50 
Ste. Anne, 552 469 190 205 221 
St. Fercol, l~.j !l8 2.1 29 27 
St. Joachim. 225 233 120 118 109 
St. Pierre. hland of Orleans. 352 360 171 196 210 
St. Famille. Ditto, 399 362 159 183 160 
St. Fran~ois, Ditto, 179 167 73 106 113 
St. Je"", Ditto, 448 454 180 199 177 
St. Laurent, Ditto. 502 ",53 llZ 164 126 
Petite Riviere St. Francois, 109 97 48 49 49 
Baie St. Paul, 1293 1228 510 456 414 
I~le aUK Coudrt?s, J09 270 144 128 94 
EbolilemensJ 600 559 179 230 216 
l\1albaie, 738 779 204 204 209 
.Po!'>tes du Hoi, 52 37 16 45 25 

24240 2282.') 922:> 15325 12719 
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~ECAPI'l'ULATION of the Baptisms, Marliages and Bu-
lials in the District of Quebec, from the year 1794 to 
the year 1821 inclusive. 

PARISHES SOUTH OF THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE. 

Parish. 
Baptisms. Marriages. Burials. 

Males. Females. Males. Females. 
St. Jean Lechaillon, 100 108 41 115 101 
Lothbiniere, 901 821 284 432 364 
Ste. Croix, 520 469 176 217 195 
St. Antoine, 938 9.35 325 334 295 
St. Nicolas, -1021 920 285 472 394 
St. Joseph, Pointe Levi, 1595 1441 652 868 755 
SL Henry, 1784 1706 570 836 760 
Ste. Marie, Nouyelle Beauce, 1861 1670 56?; 779 641 
St. Joseph, Ditto, 914 819 319 401 328 
St. Francois, Ditto, 784 713 . 225 338 290 
lleaumon~ 275 276 I1J 212 17:; 
St. Charles, 1294 1229 461 ti~2 539 
SL Gervais, 2673 2574 576 950 877) 

SL Michel, 990 863 377 499 426 
St. Valier, 973 902 387 J39 305 
Berthier, 385 354 168 217 160 
St. Thomas, 1554 1513 463 828 770 
St. }<'rancois, Rh·i",.e du Sud, 747 732 224 311 283 
SI. Pierre, Ditto, 585 583 211 308 282 
Cap St. Ignace & Isle aux Grues, 974 976 331 490 415 
L'Islet, 1194 11,,8 599 649 562 
St. Jean Port J oli, 1£63 1115 417 601 47;) 
St. Roch, 1486 1446 539 567 57i,) 
Ste. Anne de la Pocati"re, 1240 1149 :>hO 583 1:JS 
Itiv",re Ouelle, 2093 1876 648 856 7X!. 
Kamouraska, 2432 2400 789 1035 !J84 
St. Andre, 101;9 1018 301 411 3~8 

SL Patrice, Riviere du Loup, 191 213 46 62 Gj 
Kakona, 195 202 13 66 57 
Trois Pi'itoles, 365 288 79 !j6 .5~) 

Rimouski, 565 543 2no 1:;9 1"0 
Isle VerI., 556 552 160 137 l~~ 

Islet du Purtage, 22 19 9 4 6 

33509 51563 107:'0 J.l750 13060 

GRAND TOTAL of Baptisms, Marriag('" and Burials ill 
the District of Quebec, from the :' eat' Ij!H tl) tIle 
year 1821, incIusi ve. 

Baptisms. 
Males. .Females. Marriages. 

Parishes North of the Saint 
Lawrence, 

Parishes South of the Saint 
Lawrence, 

Total of Baptisms in 28 years, 
Beduct Burials far the same 

period, 

lncrease of Population, 

24240 

53509 

57749 
54386 

112135 

55854 

56281 

22823 922~ 

:;156:> 10790 

543t:6 20013 

X 

Burials. 
Males. }<'"malcs. 

f 

15325 12719 

117 ~O 13060 

------
~O075 25779 
25779 

55854 
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DISTRICT OF THREE RIVERS, 

STATEMENT of BAPTISMS, MARRIAGES, and BURI
ALS in the Town, and the different Parishes of the 
District of Three Rivers, in the Province of Lower
Canada, from the year 1791 to the year 1822 in
clusive. 

Year. 
Bapti.ms. 

Males. I;.males. 

1791 THREE RIVERS and Precincts. 25 31 
30 
23 
28 
34 

1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
18m 
1804 
1805 
1906 
1807 
18U8 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
18J:'i 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
181~ 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
1)illo, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 

27 
41 
35 
53 
33 
37 
30 
42 
49 
40 
30 
.~3 
49 
54 
60 
69 
80 
69 
69 
67 
80 
35 
67 
71 
64 
75 
61 
67 
68 
71 
58 

34 
25 
36 
42 
50 
33 
44 
41 
28 
38 
51 
5;' 
62 
57 
77 
70 
82 
59 
66 
59 
60 
63 
57 
88 
57 
88 

1\1 arria ge •• 

6 
13 

9 
13 
14 

7 
12 
9 

15 
20 
16 
19 
14 
13 
13 

9 
17 
15 
13 
14 
24 
I7 
20 
21 
28 
29 
29 
38 
20 
19 
32 
23 

Burials. 
Males. Femaler. 

28 
23 
23 
26 
22 
24 
21 
20 
27 
24 
29 
20 
36 
29 
13 
29 
33 
27 
28 
52 
30 
32 
39 
26 

43 
:"03 
33 
36 
55 
44 
53 

15 
16 
22 
17 
14 
17 
26 
22 
16 
30 
22 
20 
29 
26 
13 

9 
55 
23 
15 
45 
41 
2'1 
31 
35 
29 
37 
37 
27 
38 
41 
41 
:;'5 

--------------------------------1707 1598 563 970 868 
1598 868 

Total of Baptisms in 32 years. 33Cl5 
Dedu,·t Burials for the same period. 1838 

Increase of Population, 1'167 
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Year. Baptisms. Marriages. Burials. 
Males. Females. Males. Females. 

THREE RIVERS, Protestant 
1791 Congrt'g;ation, :; 4 2 0 1 
1792 Ditto 4 0 1 1 0 
1795 Ditlo 0 0 0 0 0 
1794 Ditto 2 4 :5 :5 0 
1795 Ditto :5 1 1 1 0 
1796 Ditto 4 4 2 2 0 
1797 Ditto 2 1 2 4 1 
1798 Ditto 11 7 5 :5 1 
1799 Ditto 5 4 7 11 0 
1800 Ditto 3 1 2 5 1 
1801 Ditto 4 :5 5 4 2 
1802 Ditto 7 2 :; 4 2 
1805 Dilto 1 0 7 1 8 
1804 Ditto 5 6 5 5 0 
1805 Ditto 4 4 6 2 2 
1806 Ditto 8 5 5 6 :; 
1807 Ditto 5 5 9 9 0 
1808 Ditto 13 12 14 9 6 
180!l Ditto 9 7 4 14 3 
1810 Ditto 4 10 2 22 7 
1811 Ditto 11 10 11 12 5 
1812 Ditto 16 17 5 19 9 
1815 Ditto 1 2 4 5 5 
1814 Ditto 8 5 4 51 :5 
1815 Ditto 16 9 9 23 3 
1816 Ditto 2 1 8 3 3 
1817 Ditto 9 0 7 4 I 
1818 Ditto 2 5 5 6 3 
1819 Ditto 0 I 6 5 2 
1820 Ditto :; 4 2 7 4 
1821 Ditto :; 2 4 6 2 
1822 Ditto 7 2 .10 11 3 

------------
175 136 160 258 80 
136 80 

Total of Baptisms in 32 years 311 338 
Burials for the same period 338 

Decrease of population 27 
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Year. 
Baptisms. 

Marriage •• Buri.ls. 
Males. Females. Males. Females. 

1791 EATON, Protestant Congre. 
,ration, 0 0 0 0 0 

1792 Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
1793 Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
1794 Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
1795 Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
1796 Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
1797 Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
I79B Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
1799 Dina 0 0 0 0 0 
Isoo Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
Iso) Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
1802 Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
] ~,(JJ Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
1:--'1l4 VillO 0 0 0 0 0 
l~n:; Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
Ih()() ll,ul) 0 0 0 0 0 
1>'07 1)itlo 0 0 0 0 0 
TRflH Di.to 0 0 0 0 0 
1:--:,/) D,t!o 0 0 0 0 0 
1810 D,l.lo 0 0 0 0 0 
ISll Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
1812 Diu" 0 0 0 0 0 
181~ Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
IB14 Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
181.'> Ditto 0 0 0 0 0 
1816 Ditlo 15 12 9 10 9 
ISI7 Ditto 18 22 9 0 2 
181H Ditto 4 9 !) :> 5 
18]9 Ditto 6 :> 11 4 5 
1820 Ditto 3 :> B 5 0 
1821 Ditto 1 0 10 2 0 
1822 Dilto 1 2 7 1 0 

----------------------------------
48 51 63 25 21 
51 21 

Total of Baptisms in 32 years 99 46 
Deduct BUrI.ls for tbe same period 46 

Increase of Population 53 



16.5 

Bapti.ms. Year. 1\-1 ales. }<'emales. 

1791 
1792 
1795 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
Isoo 
Is01 
lS02 
1803 
1804 
IS05 
1806 
Is07 
180S 
IS09 
Isl0 
IsH 
Isl2 
lsI:> 
Is14 
IsIS 
Is16 
Isl7 
IsIs 
Isl9 
1820 
IS21 
IS22 

SHIPTON, Protestant Congregation. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dillo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 20 
Ditto 19 
Ditto 4 
Ditto 4 
Ditto 5 

52 
57 

Total of Baptisms in 32 ,-ears 109 
Deduct burials for the same period 4 

Increase of population 105 

22 
IS 
13 

2 
2 

57 

4 
12 
25 
12 
19 

72 

Bunals. 
i\;Llll'~. l·'emaIes. 

2 
o 
o 
o 

:> 
1 

4 

o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
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Year. 
Baptisms. 

Males Females Marriages. Burials. 
Males Females 

Prot.stant Congr.gation of 
1791 RIVER DU Loup. 
1792 Ditto 
1793 Ditto 
1794 Ditto 
1795 Ditto 
1796 Ditto 
1797 Ditto 
1798 Ditto 
1799 Ditto 
lsoo Ditto 
Is01 Ditto 
IS02 Ditto 
IS03 Ditto 
IS04 Ditto 
1805 Ditto 
lS06 Ditto 
Is07 Ditto 
IS08 Ditto 
IS09 Ditto 
IsIo Ditto 
Isll Ditto 
Is12 Ditto 
IsI3 D,tto 
Isl4 Ditto 
Isl5 Ditto 
IsI6 Ditto 
lsI7 Ditto 
IsIs Ditto 
Isl9 Ditto 
IS20 Ditto 
IS21 Ditto 20 9 0 0 iii 
1822 Ditto 22 16 4 I I 

42 25 4 
25 

Total of Baptisms in 32 years 67 2 
Deduct Burials for the same period 2 

Increase of Population 65 
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Year. Baptisms. Burials. 
:.\Jales. }<'.males Marriages. Males. }<'emales. 

1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
IS02 
Iso:; 
IS04 
1805 
IS06 
IS07 
1808 
IS09 
1810 
IBll 
lS12 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1815 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 

DRUM:;\fONDVILLE. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
DJUo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

5 
6 
3 
1 
4 
9 

28 
42 

Total of Baptisms in 32 years, 70 
Deduct burials for tbe same period, 2 

Increase of Population, 6~ 

2 
7 
5 
5 

13 
10 

42 

:3 

4 2 

2 



)6~ 

Year. 
Baptisms. Marriages, Burials 

Males. j;'em.les. Males. Female!! 

1791 STE. ANNE L~"'PERADE. 28 23 16 18 

1792 Ditto ~o 17 11 10 14 

1793 Ditto 2fJ 35 9 22 19 

1794 Ditlo "I 15 II 7 10 

1795 Ditto ~2 30 8 13 II 

1796 Ditto 20 31 :; 12 12 

1797 Dlilo ~9 20 8 15 4 

1798 Dltro 28 26 II 8 10 

1799 Ditto 23 J,Ij 8 14 17 

1800 Ditto 3.') 18 12 15 8 

1801 Ditto 2:3 25 3 11 13 

1802 Ditto 29 19 IO 14 11 

Iso:> Ditto 30 25 I6 11 7 

JS04 Dltt<> 24 :-i5 12 15 17 

lS05 Ditto 32 ::;1 10 14 II 

IS06 nlth) 31 34 It! 17 7 

1807 Duto 31 40 15 9 6 

1,,08 Ddl') ~! 4.1 I4 1J 7 

1809 1)11(0 3'J 29 12 15 10 

IslO Vltt!} ;OJ; 47 7 30 24 

1811 Illftl) ;)6 38 13 14 16 

1812 Ditto 3q 44 20 J5 19 

1813 Ditto 4:) 47 15 2fi 16 

1814 IJitttl ~, 41 5 2;) 21 

1815 IMro 56 47 9 38 33 

IHI6 lJlllU 3S 47 5 ]5 21 

1817 )),110 ." ~5 7 16 I4 

ISIR nitl<J 50 ~Ij 13 19 c., 

I8J9 nitto :-JS 54 16 17 34 

1820 Ditto 4:1 54 ]5 2; 26 

IH~I lIitlo H 53 2:;! 22 30 

IM~>! Ditto ,rj.!. 52 17 2:1 26 

IOM4 111·; ,J.'j 5.')2 517 
1116 517 

Total of fbptisms in:-;~ years, ~~co 10'19 
Dedlll't BUrials for the bame 

l'cl"u,d, 104!1 

Incr. a'e of Population. I Jjl 
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Ye.r. Bnpti<ms. .l\Jarri:\ges. Burials. 
Males. l'emalcs. lITo Ie •• }<'cmalcs. 

1791 BATISCAN. 11 :; 
"" 

5 
1792 Ditto 8 4 ., 4 
1793 Ditto ., 2 :; " 
1794 Ditto 7 9 .5 2 4 
1795 Ditto 14 6 4 .oj 6 
1796 Ditto 14 13 4 - 4 

1797 Ditto 8 9 5 9 2 
1798 Ditto 7 8 .' 6 8 
1799 Ditto !I 8 .' I :; 
1800 Ditto 
1801 Ditto 
1802 Ditto 
1803 Ditto 
1804 Ditto 
1805 Ditto 
1806 Ditto 
1807 Ditto 
1808 Ditto 
1809 Ditto 
ISlO Ditto 
1811 Ditto 
1R12 Ditto 
1~1:; Ditto 
1814 Ditto 
1815 Ditto 
1816 Ditto 
1817 Dillo 
1818 Ditto 
1819 Ditto 
1820 Ditto 
1821 Ditto 
1822 Ditto 

-----------------------
81 
62 

Total of Baptisms in ::"2 y{'ars 14:"; 
Deduct Bun:ds for the same period ';",~ 

Incre.se of l'opulation 

62 40 
40 
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Year. 
Baptisms. Marriages. 

Buriar •• 
Malos. Females. :Males. Female •• 

J791 ST. GENEVIEVE. (Batiscan) "n 20 10 14 28 

1792 Ditto 21 21 9 10 7 

1793 Ditto 21 27 J;'; 15 7 

1794 Ditto 25 22 1.1 5 8 

1795 Ditto 25 30 6 9 1.:; 

1796 Ditto 20 22 3 10 14 

1797 Ditto 22 26 9 27 27 

1798 Ditto 23 24 4 6 9 

1799 Ditto 29 24 7 12 5 

1800 Ditto 24 27 8 8 4 

1801 Ditto 31 22 14 8 14 

1802 Ditto 2S 21 11 13 II 

IS03 Ditto 42 17 16 14 11 

1804 Ditto 34 :-;1 4 29 24 

1805 Ditto d" 30 8 14 17 

1806 Ditto 28 27 16 14 ~2 

1807 Ditto 41 28 10 12 11 

1808 Ditto 23 31 9 14 8 

1809 Ditto 18 27 15 9 8 

1810 Ditto ~4 :13 8 28 26 

1811 Ditto 29 31 11 9 15 

1812 Ditto :JG 28 15 I:> 11 
1817; Ditto 26 "n 9 16 12 .>-
1814 Ditto 32 25 9 3 5 
1815 Ditto 21 34 5 9 6 

1816 Ditto 28 32 10 3 " 
1817 Ditto 33 25 7 7 3 

1818 Ditto 24 36 11 2 6 

1819 Ditto 28 38 5 9 14 

1820 Ditto 21 ~3 10 19 16 

I"" I D,tlo 22 28 4 15 19 

I:;c~ Ditto 22 29 9 16 15 
------

869 87,-:; 298 392 401 
873 401 

Total of Baptisms in :-i2 years 17·1~ 703 
Deduct Burials lor the same period 793 

I nercase of Population 949 



Year. 

STANISLAS. (Batisean) 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Di'to 
Ditto 
Ditt~ 

171 

Baptisms. 
Males. Females. 

Burials. 
!\Iarriages. Males. Females. 

1791 S'r. 
1792 
179:; 
1794 
1795 
1795 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
180:; 
1604 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
18!O 
181l 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Included in the Return from St. Genevieve. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 12 
DIt'" 8 
Ditto 1::; 
Ditto II 
Ditto 13 
Ditto 15 
Ditto 6 
Ditto 12 
Ditto 6 
Ditto 12 
Ditto 12 
Ditto I:; 
Ditto J::; 
Ditto Il 
Ditto 21 

178 
151 

Total of Baptisms in 32 years, :;~9 
DeduetBurials for the same period, liS 

Increase of Population, 

6 
6 

16 
II 

9 
9 
7 
9 
9 
8 
8 

17 
9 

!O 
Ii 

151 

2 6 2 
4 5 5 
2 6 5 
2 10 7 
2 1 

5 5 

4 ::; ::; 
2 I 
1 2 :; 
:5 1 
4 10 5 
6 5 5 
4 6 6 
2 6 5 

Z8 tj3 55 
53 

IlS 
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Year. 
Bapiisms. 1"1 arriages, Burials. 

Males. Females. l\1ales. Females. 

1791 S~ .. FRAN~OIS XAVIER of 
Batl£can. 

1792 D,llo. 
1793 Dilto, 
]794 Ditto, 
]795 Ditto, 
]796 Ditto, 
1797 Ditto. 
1798 Ditto, 
]799 Ditto, 
1800 Ditto, 10 8 4 4 1 
1801 Ditto, 6 6 5 4 1 
]802 Ditto, 7 12 8 6 4 
1803 Ditto, 35 15 16 10 5 
I,(I{ Do& Champlain, 19 20 9 J.l 8 
] ,'-!{J.r:i Ditto, 17 17 9 6 7 
180G I)itto, 13 17 10 7 .5 
1807 Ditto, 15 12 5 5 3' 
1808 Vitto, 15 17 7 1 6 
1809 I)ilto, 11 10 1 4 6 
1810 Ditto, 10 II 5 7 9 
ISIl Vitto, 6 8 6 2 4 
1812 Ditto, 11 J1 2 3 4 
1813 Ditto. 12 8 5 7 6 
18H Dittc)~ 7 15\ 4 5 9 
1815 Ditto, 9 6 6 6 6 
1816 Ditto, 16 4 4 1 1 
1817 Ditto, d 6 4 5 2 
1818 Ditto, 7 ::; 6 2 " 
1!l'19 Ditto, 7 4 6 7 2 
1820 Ditto, 4 7 6 5 8 
1821 Ditto, 5 6 ., 3 7· 
IR'2::! Ditto, 10 10 9 8 5 

---------------------255 ~j,J 140 119 III 
233 III 

Tot:ll of B(]ptj~ms in 32 ycnn:;, 488 2;;0 
IJeduct I;lIr~Jbfor the 5ame period, 230 

I ncrl'acC' of ropulation, 258 



17:J 

Year. Baptisms. l\Ian"iag('s. Burials. 
lIlales. Females. Males. Females. 

1791 CHAMPLAIN, 5 8 4 ., 4 
1 i92 Ditto 8 7 ~ 4 :> 
179~ Ditto 6 16 ., 5 4 
1794 Ditto 13 II ~ 0 4 
li95 Ditto ::; ., 2 4 2 
1';90 Ditto .J ;) 4 :> 
1797 Ditto 7 5 ::; 9 8 
1798 Ditto 7 9 1 6 4 
1799 Ditto S 6 :> 1 2 
1800 Ditto ti 3 1 5 5 
1801 Ditto 8 S 4 ::; 6 
180~ Ditto 6 S 4 1 
1803 Ditto 
1804 Ditto Included ill the Return of S. Francois Xavier, 
1805 Ditto " '" T" 
1806 Ditto I 1 1 
1807 Ditto 12 5 9 4 :; 
1808 Ditto II 10 7 4 :> 
1809 Ditto 7 8 4 4 
1810 Ditto 11 1~ 4 II 11 
181l Ditto 14 7 5 5 I 
1812 Ditto 10 12 ::; 4 6 
1~13 Ditto 1~ 14 4 8 7 
ISH Ditto 16 10 S 7 6 
1815 Ditto 12 5 20 9 7 
1816 Ditto 12 9 JO 6 I 
1817 Ditto 17 1.3 16 ;) 2 
1818 Ditto 7 14 7 4 7 
1819 D:tto 15 27 g 10 5 
1820 Ditto 24 I.'i 6 7 4 
1821 Ditto % 20 1.') " 16 
1822 Ditto 14 17 12 II 6 

-----------------------------------
501 ~~:::; li2 144 1;;5 
~83 1;:;5 

Total of Baplisms in ~~ years 584 279 
Deduct Burials lor the same periou :.2i~ 

Increase of Pop'Jlotion JO,3 
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rLar. 
Baptism •• Marriages. Burials. 

Males. Females. lVIales. Females. 

Ii~H CAP DE LA 3!AGDELEI::";T. 5 4 5 4 

17!~~ Di,to 1 .. 4 :3 :3 

li4:J Ditto 6 :3 2 2 6 

17:1.!- Ditto 11 5 5 3 1 

17 ~I.r; Ditto 7 5 :3 4 4 

17~JG Ditto 6 J 6 2 

1797 Dnto 7 7 4 5 
J798 DItto 5 6 2 1 
!7!19 Ditto 11 5 1 :3 2 
hoo Ditto 6 2 :3 ;; 5 
hUI Ditto 5 iii ::; :3 4 
ls()~ Dilto 7 1 :3 2 1 
]",0;:; Dillo 6 5 :; 8 6 
]804 Ditto 4 10 1 2 :3 
]SO,) Ditto 3 6 4 
ISOfi Vitto 9 8 1 4 :3 
lS07 Ditto :3 2 4 :; 4 
1808 Dillo 2 :3 :3 2 

IS09 Ditto ::; ::; 4 :3 4 
1810 Ditto " 2 3 8 
Isl1 HillO 2 1 5 5 
1812 Ditto 2 
181.'; Ditto 2 ., 2 4 2 
1811 DillO 6 J 4 5 J 
1815 DItto :> 7 5 4 
lS16 Ditto 4 5 :3 4 5 
1817 DItto 12 1-1 4 8 9 
1818 Dillo 5 9 2 :> 1 
1819 Ditto 10 6 4 :3 :; 
1820 Ditto 6 9 2 4 10 
I821 Dillo 11 6 1 5 1 
jl3:'!~ Ditto 7 6 5 2 1 

--------------
178 155 85 1]5 108 
153 IDS 

Total of Baptisms in 32 years .NJ ~~l 
Deduct ilurialsfor the same period ~Sl 

I ncrease of Population 112 
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Year. Baptisms. 
l\Iarriagc~. llurialo::. 

l\lales. l'emalcs. l\Iales. Females. 

1791 POINTE DU LAc. 13 8 10 12 16 
1792 Ditto 11 11 6 7 :) 

179:> Ditto 8 13 S 6 9 
1794 nitto 16 10 8 6 :! 
1795 Ditto ~l 6 :> 0 
1796 Ditto II 14 3 6 6 
1797 Ditto ~l 1:2 4 IS 5 
1798 Ditto 30 37 7 7 6 
1799 Ditto 11 18 8 6 10 
1800 Ditto 19 20 7 6 9 
1801 DItto 1-1 14 8 8 8 
1802 Ditto ~9 17 8 17 5 
1803 Ditto 17 14 II 14 I;:; 
1804 Ditto 26 11 5 11 9 
1805 Ditto ~o 18 6 6 7 
1806 Ditto 12 19 5 8 16 
1807 Ditto 10 9 ., 9 5 
1808 Ditto 19 10 7 :> 5 
1809 Ditto 12 13 6 9 9 
1810 Ditto q 7 I 4 5 
18Il Ditto 10 7 7 7 1 
1812 Ditto 14 1-1 7 7 4 
1813 Ditto 10 8 8 7 4 
1814 Ditto 10 10 10 6 6 
IS15 Ditto 8 4 7 II 9 
1816 Ditto 5 5 2 6 6 
1817 Ditto 12 9 5 J3 15 
IS18 Ditto ~:J 29 15 11 6 
18J9 Ditto 24 21 .J 10 7 
1820 Ditto 28 24 9 11 II 

1821 Ditto 20 26 8 21 20 

IS22 Ditto 20 27 10 18 11 

-------------------------------
510 467 ~l~ 291 ~::;Ij 

467 ~5fi 

Tota! of Bapti,rns in 32 yem" 977 517 
Deduct Burials foy the same period, 547 

Increase of Population, 4.";0 
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Year. 
Bapti<ms. Marriages. Burials. 

Males. FemaJe~. lIales. J,'emales. 

]791 YA~fAcnlcHE. 38 ::;S 18 27 15 
1792 Ditto 42 50 16 17 16 
1795 Ditto 41 45 19 21 19 
1794 Ditto 41 37 18 17 1.") 

1795 Ditto 49 45 17 24 20 
1796 Ditto 52 42 18 :n 20 
1797 Ditto 45 37 17 27 2,) 

1798 D,tto ':J7 4~ 21 20 22 
1799 Ditto 40 38 21 20 20 
1800 Ditto 41 54 2::; 13 27 
1801 Ditto 45 42 10 27 20 
1802 Ditto :)9 39 22 16 28 
1805 Ditto 55 28 21 ZO 26 
1804 Ditto 41 39 19 .) . .) 31 
ISOS Ditto 48 49 18 25 15 
1806 Ditto 53 36 21 25 16 
1807 Ditto 58 53 24 37 22 
1808 Ditto 54 67 22 14 19 
1809 Ditto 49 60 16 19 24 
1810 Ditto 51 40 12 3~ :'.1 
1811 Ditto 57 52 25 8 17 
1812 Ditto 47 38 27 17 19 
1813 Ditto 58 44 15 30 26 
1814 D,tto 58 47 19 41 38 
]815 D,tto 66 52 24 21 13 
1816 Ditto 45 48 21 14 17 
1817 Ditto 64 58 2.:; 30 21 
1818 Ditto 59 fL:i 22 JO 16 
1819 Ditto 64 59 45 27 19 
1820 Ditto 82 70 45 V" 22 
1821 Ditto 76 75 27 ::i:'; 50 
182C! Di(to 66 75 29 32 17 

1655 ]559 695 ~-n 
<1- 686 

1559 686 

Total of Bapti.ms in 32 years, 3214 
Deduct Burials for the same period 1458 

1453 

!llcrease of population. 1756 
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YoOt·. Baptisms. 
l\Iarriages. Burials. 

:Males. 1.'emales. ,'dales. Female!<-
1791 RIYIER" Dt! Lou!'. 41 65 19 16 ~2 

1792 Ditto 59 52 ~l ~fj ~, 

.J~' 

1793 Ditto 60 41 ~)() :;0 23 
1794 Ditto 56 56 l!J ::;s 15 
1795 Ditto 7~ 51 ~~ Z4 19 
1796 Ditto 60 67 15 41 ~:--; 

1797 Ditto 67 .59 29 28 ~,'; 

1798 Ditto 70 62 30 :l0 22 
1799 Ditto 7'2 70 14 24 2.~ 

1800 Ditto 88 65 20 27 28 
1801 Ditta 7S 67 13 30 ~I 

1802 Ditto 68 62 '27 27 34 
IS03 Dilto 69 73 28 35 28 
1804 Ditto 7.3 64 ~J :::;0 49 
180S Ditto 77 69 ~4 34 19 
1806 Dillo 83 61 7.1 4l 4R 
1807 Dllto 80 8; 23 57 34 
1808 Ditto 80 77 ".,. ~9 1<1 

IS09 Ditto 72 85 :n .16 .,. 
Isla Ditto 76 85 2.') ~7 :;9 
lslI Ditto 70 58 ~l ~7 ~., 

1812 Ditto 90 81 50 ~J. ~'() 

1813 Ditto 83 89 30 ::i9 ::;9 

1814 Ditto 86 78 24 50 49 
1815 Ditto 74 76 40 28 5,'"'; 

1816 Ditto 24 81 23 27 ~ti 

1817 Ditto 73 77 J.' ;j9 ~7 

lSIS Ditto 95 82 26 ;;8 29 
1819 Ditto 76 84 29 31 39 

1820 Ditto 81 93 29 69 t:tJ 

1821 Ditto 85 95 37 39 4:> 

1822 Ditto 95 96 4~ ;);) ,J.) 

~.~9:::; ~306 ~~(j l! ~i;b 8t,~ 

'2;")06 909 

Total of Baptisms in 12 ~'.ars 4699 '.W';) 

Deduct Burials for the same period 2055 
Increase of Population 2644 
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Year Baptisms. Marriages. Burials. 
Males Females Males Female~. 

1791 ST. LEOl(. 
1792 Ditto 
1795 Ditto 
1794 Ditto 
1795 Ditto 
1796 Ditto 
1797 Ditto 
1798 Ditto 
1799 Ditto 
1800 Ditto 
1801 Ditto 
1802 Ditto 9 13 7 9 4 
1805 Ditto 21 12 5 6 7 
1804 Ditto 15 20 5 4 6 
1805 Ditto 15 21 5 2 5 
1806 Ditto 2:1 20 1 7 9 
1807 Ditto 23 21 4 4 8 
1808 Ditto 24 22 I 8 5 
1809 Ditto 35 17 6 9 12' 
ISIO Ditto 28 19 4 1~ 4 
IS11 Ditto :i0 25 7 10 7 
IS12 Ditto 36 24 7 4 10 
1813 D,tto 37 31 7 12 22 
1814 Ditto 32 26 7 23 21 
lS15 Ditto 35 27 5 10 7' 
1816 Ditto :i6 38 :; 8 5 
1817 Ditto 25 33 6 14 15' 
1818 Ditto 39 29 26 11 4 
1819 Jitto 40 32 11 12 7 
IS~O Ditto :')6 48 4 9 16 
1821 Ditto 44 43 11 11 14 
1822 Ditto 44 40 !} 17 J.1 

623 569 139 203 200 
569 200 

Tol al of Baptisms in 32 years, 1192 40::; 
Deduct Burials for the same period, 403 

Increase of Population, '7S~) 
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Year. Baptism •• 
Marriages. Burials. 

Mal.s Females Males Females. 
i791 l\1ASKINONGE'. 43 27 15 13 13 
1792 Ditto 50 27 12 22 21 
1795 Ditto 39 51 8 21 16 
1794 Ditto 44 35 18 20 27 
1795 Ditto 46 32 11 9 12 
1796 Ditto 35 25 15 19 13 
1797 Ditto !)~ 32 10 14 10 
1798 Ditto 30 37 7 30 34 
1799 Ditto 40 39 14 16 19 
1800 Ditto 59 44 19 22 22 
1801 Ditto 47 38 17 15 19 
1802 Ditto 58 50 23 40 37 
1803 Ditto 50 49 12 17 19 
ISN Ditto 58 57 10 00 28 
1805 Ditlo 52 50 15 22 28 
1806 Ditto 76 27 25 25 2-1 
Is07 Ditto I,) 55 25 15 22 
1808 Ditto 64 57 19 26 15 
1809 Ditto 68 6:) 20 24 34 
1810 Ditto 60 60 19 3:'; 33 
1811 Ditto 67 55 ~7 19 21 
1812 Ditto 68 50 11 15 21 
1813 Ditto 58 :is 12 33 25 
1814 Ditto 58 63 18 35 43 
1815 Ditto 61 57 24 25 38 
1816 Ditto 69 66 22 25 2.3 
1817 Ditto 66 56 26 29 2:) 
1818 Ditto 77 31 21 25 19 
1819 Ditto 63 91 24 39 27 
1820 Ditto 77' 63 33 50 67 
1821 Ditto 90 68 26 25 32 
1822 Ditto 89 68 23 34 22 

1865 1511 588 779 807 
1541 807 

Total of Baptisms in 32 years" 3406 1586 
Deduct Burialsfor the same penod 1586 
Increase of Population, 1820 
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Year. 
Baptisms. )'I::!.lTja;('~. 

Burial •• 
Males. }<'emales. 1\1 ales. !1"emales. 

I791 ST. M,CHEL n'YuIASKJ.. 5.3 33 10 24 1I 

1792 Ditto 39 46 I:; ]2- bo 
1793 Ditto 42 43 10 17 13 

1794 Ditto 48 41 17 1.3 21 

17% Ditto 52 37 J9 2tJ \0 

1796 Ditto 60 38 16 24 11 

1797 Ditto 50 48 12 3~ 22 

1798 Ditto 50 48 2:) 19 30 

1799 Ditto 59 62 17 20 24 

1800 Ditto 60 48 ]5 29 27 

IS01 Ditto 73 50 19 'l7 42 

1802 Ditto 6:; 66 III 31 40 
IS03 Ditto 59 69 J8 25 26 

1S0-1 Ditto 70 61 IS 2S 26. 

1805 Ditto 73 67 16 .26 23 

1806 Ditto 82 72 19 27 31 

IS07 Ditto 64 75 19 24 17 

Isos Ditto 78 73 21 35 20 

lS09 Ditto 79 64 15 37 24 

1810 Ditto 59 65 12 59 48 

ISI\ Ditto 6:1 07 22 37 32 

I1H~ Ditto 76 83 31 34 22 

IS13 IJitlo 78 66 29 42 37 

ISI4 nitto 97 75 23 39 34 
1815 Ditto 76 84 24 38 44 
1S16 Ditto 82 liS 30 26 31 
1817 Ditto 103 72 23 37 36 
lS18 Ditto 104 B2 28 39 40 

1819 Ditto 109 80 37 39 25 

1820 Ditto 108 97 40 56 48 

1821 Ditto II9 118 30 26 29 

1S22 Ditto 122 110 31 47 31 

2352 2125 677 999 905 
:H25 905 

Total of Baptisms in :;~ years ---:«77 1904 
Deduct Burial> for the same period 1904 

Increase of Population ~ 



Year. 
1791 
1792 
1793 
]794 
1795 
1796 

I797 
798 

1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1803 
1806 

. 1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
IS11 
1812 
IS15 
IS14 
IS15 
1S16 
IS17 
ISIS 
1819 
IS20 
1821 
1822 

Sr. FRAN~OIS. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditt .. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditlo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
DItto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
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Bouli.ms. Burials. 
JUal"s: Female.. Marriages. Males. l'·emales. 

19 18 ;; 7 9 
23 29 11 16 5 
14 14 5 14 5 
19 27 7 10 10 
22 I':; 14 12 8 
30 17 19 16 5 
18 24 11 22 16 
.:;~ 30 9 10 14 
23 10 10 9 10 
'.?7 24 17 8 7 
15 21 7 7 15 
28 10 11 14 6 
25 20 13 10 10 
26 20 6 7 7 
44 16 7 11 10 
5t 29 13 18 9 
3:; 35 13 12 14 
31 31 18 13 13 
26 30 6 15 15 
29 37 19 32 23 
26 28 16 8' 12 
31 31 25 13 9 
28 40 10 10 21 
38 34 18 21 52 
43 41 14 16 12 
30 25 17 17 16 
35 46 10 15 17 
39 4:> 11 9 7 
56 53 23 14 6 
42 53 11 56 24 
52 65 19 16 17 
D § 6 e ~ 

--9-"8-=-6---9-"5=-9-----'10::.:5"-----.,.463---419--

om ~9 

Total of Baptisms in 321'ears. 1945 ---ssz 
Deduct Burials for the same period, 882 
Increase of Population, -1063 



Yenr. 

1701 
17~)2 

1793 
1:9-1 
1795 
1796 
17:17 
1798 
I7~·'J 
hco 
IsOi 
1802 
lSI;:) 

1804 
ISOi, 
1806 
1807 
180/! 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
18~2 

BAlE ST. ANTOINE. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dilto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
D,tto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dilto 
DiHO 
DIIIO 
D,tto 
Ditto 
D,tto 
Dillo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dillo 
Ditto 
D,tto 
Dillo 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
D,tto 

182 

Baptisms. 
Males Females. 

36 32 
57 40 
60 30 
~7 49 
45 37 
45 47 
40 36 
48 54 
56' 44 
59 48 
48 49 
61l. 55 
47 39 
71 61 
71 64 
47 59 
70 53 
~4 6..1 
58 52 
62 46 
55 38 
52 50 
7I 60 
68 47 
70 50 
73 65 
47 59 
96 60 
75 53 
76 56 
79 56 
78 76 

J90~ 1636 
16;)6 

Total of Bapti!'m!; in ~~ yeal's ~ 
Deduct Burials for the same ptriOd 1641 
Increase of Population 1904 

Marriages, 
6 

14 
12 
18 
17 

9 
10 
14 
14 
14 
26 
1:; 
12 
24 
13 

7 
19 
27 
18 
36 
21 
27 
21 
23 
19 
20 
24 
18 
20 
52 
25 
23 

595 

Burials. 
Males. Females. 

20 5 
l~ 10 
27 21 

9 10 
11 12 
11 11 
19 ·25 
27 20 
20 22 
15 16 
~6 27 
44 57 
'27 18 
31 27 
25 24 
25 21 
54 28 
21 21 
21 22 
62 57 
22 24 
31 19 
23 22 
43 36 
32 23 
28 24 
43 34 
32 16 
28 25 
47 48 
23 l4 
32 32 

872 769 
769 

l64i" 
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Year. Baptisms. 1\1 arriages. };uri.l '''. 
l\lales. Females. l\lales. 1-'l11;:1:,_ 

1791 NICOLET. 49 43 15 17 !.n 
1792 Ditto 44 "~ 12 18 17 ~J 

1795 Ditto 44 :;0 11 19 IS 
1794 Ditto fj;) 4~ 2:::; ~1: <>.) 

1795 Ditto 5.1 4, 9 ~l 14 
1796 Ditto 39 42 18 13 2:3 
1797 Ditto 51 36 12 31 29 
1798 Ditto 54 58 15 IJ l~ 
1799 Ditto 50 59 16 14 It; 
1800 Ditto 70 54 10 19 1-1 
1801 Ditto 5J 52 !i8 22 ~Z 
IS02 Ditto 74 59 29 20 Hi 
IS03 Ditto 58 44 14 35 ~o 
IS04 Ditto 64 62 15 15 t).} 

1805 Ditto 83 75 18 20 ~6 
IS06 Ditto 60 54 19 15 18 
ls07 Ditto 72 61 8 0J Q5 
lS08 DiHO 59 65 27 15 16 
1809 Ditto 66 56 15 18 ~l 
IS10 Ditto 70 71 12 30 5S! 
1811 Ditto 80 50 14 !:!j 24 
1812 Ditto 60 63 15 22 Ie: 
1813 Ditto 88 65 14 :;j Is 
1814 Dillo 58 58 II 36 47 
1815 Ditto 62 65 17 30 29 
1816 Ditto 60 67 H <I') !!:j. 
1817 Ditto 70 68 17 4~ 50 
IS18 Ditto 50 75 19 0.:'1 ~-! 
IS19 Ditto 96 64 18 37 40 
IS20 Ditto 75 76 :;0 18 17 
IS21 Ditto 78 80 ~:; ~ I ~~ 
1822 Ditto 80 69 28 47 46 

~O~3 1845 549 7i9 51 ',' 
lS·Lj S(!2 

Total of Baptisms in :;2 years 3--03 
Deduct Burialsfol" the same period ~ 

1_),-;1 

Increase of Population ~"87 
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'Iear. 
Baptisms. Marriages. Burials. 

Moles. Females. Males. .Female" 
1791 ST. GREGOIRE. 
1792 Ditto 
.1793 DItto 
1794 Ditto 
1795 Ditto 
1796 Ditto 
1797 Ditto 
1798 Ditto 
1799 Ditto 
1soo Ditto 
JsoI DlIto 
1802 DItto 
Ism Ditto !) {?i 7 :; 
1804 Ditto 10 6 ., 5 3 
lS05 Ditto 4 8 I ., 6 
1806 Diao .'}( 51 6 12 11 
1807 Ditlo 33 36 15 9 8 
I80S Ditto 39 41 I~ 10 12 
IS09 I Ditto 50 51 19 11 15, 
Isl0 Ditto 40 51 9 22 30 
Is II Ditto 50 34 19 16 16 
1s12 DItto 46 29 17 17 12 
lsI:; DI1II) fj;} 58 17 14 11 
Is1'1 Ditto -:1;:i 29 IS 27 20 
1815 Ditto 61 47 19 32 26 
1816 Ditto 49 ~j 16 17 15 
lsI, Ditto 47 49 10 26 14 
1~18 Ditto 55 60 28 21 29 
IH19 Dltt" 74 60 18 16 17 
hen ])Itto 47 58 10 30 32 
1"~1 Ditto 62 70 16 34 36 
l~:":~ Ditto 72 51 1'1 3" 27 

--891---8:;3- 2i!J 3;j7 544 
833 344 

Total of Baptism .. in J:; years, 1724 ~ 
DeuuctBurials for the same period 701 
Increa"e of Popu13tiull. lU.J~ 
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Year. Baptisms. 
Marriages. Buria1:;. 

Males. Females. Males. i,'em'les. 

1791 BEcANcouao 29 26 11 14 9 
1792 Ditto, 28 31 9 12 11 
1793 Ditto, 34 33 8 14 16 
1794 Ditto, 32 26 11 7 7 
1795 Ditto, 31 22 I4 12 14 
1796 Ditto, 31 29 12 IS 15 
1797 Ditto, 29 18 20 15 8 
1798 Ditto, 37 29 14 12 10 
1799 Ditto, 39 22 8 10 10 
1800 Ditto, :>3 34 9 15 20 
1801 Ditto, 35 :)1 19 18 19 
]802 Ditto, 47 JJ 18 12 10 
1803 Ditto. 30 67 1.1) 15 15 
1804 Ditto, 40 46 15 16 2:> 
1805 Ditto, ;;7 :H 12 24 24 
1806 Ditto, 30 30 10 11 11 
180i Ditto, :;2 .J;} 18 9 9 
1808 Ditto, 37 28 10 15 10 
1809 Ditto, 35 30 5 £3 19 
IsIO Ditto, 4;) 45 18 ::;z 35 
1811 Ditto, 34 .,1 Jl 15 1.5 
Is12 Ditto, 51 43 17 17 H 
18I:> Ditto, 45 47 18 12 '" _ .. 
1814 Ditto, 46 5,> 6 29 l.S 
1815 Ditto, .52 54 17 37 30 
1816 Ditto. 45 50 17 16 2~ 

1817 Ditto, 47 43 19 ~7 23 
IsIs Ditto, 56 5-1 17 IS I" 
1819 Ditto, '45 37 19 18 
1820 Ditto. 66 45 16 ~:; 21 
1821 Ditto, ,,)7 50 26 ~!" 3{ 

1822 DiLlO, 55 66 21 £0 12 
IIl88 1220 460 562 5~4 

H:!.20 524 
Total of Baptisms in 32 years, 2508 liN; 
DeductBurials for the same period, 1086 
Increase of Population, 11~g 



Ycar. 

1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
Iifl:j 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
]801 
1802 
Iso:> 
1804 
Iso'!; 
180r; 
Is07 
lS08 
1809 
IHIO 
1811 
1812 
ISIS 
1:<14 
181 ; 
IS16 
1817 
181S 
1~19 
182U 
18~1 
1o~2 

GE"TII.L1'. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
nitro 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
lJitto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
IJltto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
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Baptism,. 
1\1ales. Females. F 

11 
9 
8 

13 
14 
18 
22 
17 
32 
17 
27 
~g 

26 
17 
32 

30 
19 
::1 
19 
34 

:39 
2S 
17 
23 
39 

,;3 

10 
]I 

7 
7 

17 
18 
~1 

19 
15 
2;:; 
19 
16 
22 
22 
22 
29 
31 
27 
26 
26 
32 
17 
29 
39 
22 
::;3 
28 
29 
3.'; 

39 39 
3",4 ___ =,:32 

792 755 
755 

Total of llJ.ptj<;mc; in:)~ yearsl547 
Deduct llunals for the same 

period 6'::1 

Increase of Popu!ation 9~4 

Eurials. Marriages. Males. ~·emale~. 

7 6 
6 3 
4 7 
6 4 
6 6 
:; 5 
2 ]I 

5 9 
6 9 

10 8 
6 12 
6 9 
2 13 
6 9 
5 7 
7 2 
8 4 
5 8 
7 13 
9 15 
7 11 

1.5 5 

6 
6 
9 
4 
9 
4 
4 
6 
4 

11 
9 

11 
7 
8 
6 
6 
7 

11 
11 
12 

12 11 11 
16 15 12 
12 15 18 
]I 11 14. 

9 16 16 
5 13 6 

1 J 19 17 
20 14 21 

7 17 20 

10 ____ ~1;4--~~1~2~-
251 319 304 

:)04 

ti23 
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lear. Baptisms. IHarriJges. Burials. l\Iales. i-em.les. Males. .Females. 

I791 ST. PIERRF. LES BF.t'QUETS. 7 9 5 4 4 1792 D,tto 9 12 3 5 1 179,) Dilto 10 12 5 8 7 1794 Ditto 14 18 7 6 4 1795 Il,tto 10 16 I 8 5 1796 Ditto 15 1:; 3 3 4 1797 Ditto 20 12 5 2 5 17~~ Ditto 10 8 4 4 4 1799 DTtto 9 16 3 3 4 1800 D,tto 14 8 5 4 3 1801 Ditto 1'- 16 5 6 6 180~ Ditto 20 15 16 3 4 1803 Dillo 16 18 8 9 8 1804 Ditto 25 28 8 5 5 1805 Dillo 26 ":5 9 7 6 1806 Ditto 17 19 9 4 8 '1807 Ditto 20 21 6 9 9 Isos Ditto 29 30 12 8 4 1809 VittI) 31 39 5 9 7 Is10 DItto 11 20 8 15 6 Isll Ditto 23 26 2 11 10 Is12 D,lto 28 15 16 9 7 1sI3 llitto 18 42 "6 14 8 1s14 Ditto 23 23 5 11 14 IsIs Ditto 41 37 6 8 6 Isl6 D,tto 41 28 9 19 11 
IsI7 Ditto 33 27 11 16 12 
IsIs Ditto =:i3 35 IS loS 5 
IsI9 Ditto :>S :1I 9 H 15 
IS20 Ditto 29 51 10 14 20 
1821 Ditto 42 47 13 2S 18 
1822 Ditto 59 52 If} l;J 18 

716 729 21'1 29-:1: ~HB 
'i~9 248 

Total of Baptisms in ::;2 years, 1445 51~ 
Deduct Burial> furthe same period 542 
I Dcrease of' population ~IU5~-



188 

RECAPITULATION of the Baptisms, Marriages, andBu-
rials in the District of Three··Hivers, ii'om the year 
1791 to the year 1822, both inclusive. 

Parish. 
Baptisms. !\larriages. Burials. 

Males. Females. Males. Females. 

Three Rivers and Precincts, 1707 1598 563 970 868 
Ditto Protestant COlIglegation, 175 136 160 2.58 80 
Eaton ditto ditto, 48 51 65 25 21 
Shipton dftt(} ditto, 52 57 72 :5 I 
River du Loup ditlo ditto, 4g1 25 4 1 1 
Drummond.iIIe, 28 42 4 2 
St .... A nile Laperade, 1084 1116 355 552 517 
Bau.~~n, 81 62 29 55 40 
Ste. enovieve (Baliscan,) 869 873 298 392 401 
St. Stamslas Ditto, 178 151 38 65 55 
St. Franc;ois Xavier Ditto, 255 2Z5 140 119 III 
Champlain, 301 283 172 144 155 
Cap La l\Iagdeleine, 178 155 85 113 108 
POll1t~ du Lac, 510 467 212 291 256 
Yamachiche, 1655 1559 695 7n 686 
River du Loup, 2393 2506 826 1066 989 
St. Leon, 623 569 139 205 200 
1\la~klnonge, 1865 1541 588 779 807 
St. Michel d'Yamaska, 2552 2:25 677 999 905 
St. Fran<;ois, 986 959 405 465 419 
Bay St. Antoine, 1909 16:>6 595 872 769 
Nicolet. 2025 1845 549 779 802 
St. GregOire, 891 835 279 557 544 
Bt>c~ncour, 1288 1220 460 562 5~4 
Gentilly, 792 755 251 519 304 
St. Pierre les Bocquels, 716 729 247 294 248 

25001 21326 7926 10411 9591' 

Grand Total of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials in the 
District of Three River~, from the year 1791 to 
the year 1822, both inclusive. 

Baptisms. 
Males. Females. 1\1 arriages. Burials. 

Males. Females. 

2:;001 21326 7926 10411 9591 

21526 9591 

Total Baptisms in :>2 years, 44527 20002 

Deduct Burials for same period, 20002 

Increase of Population, 24525 
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DISTRICT OF MONTREAL. 
STATEMENT of BAPTISMS, MARRI AGES, and BURI

ALS iu the Town, and the ditl:cl'ellt Parbhes of the 
District of Montreal, in the Produce of Lower-Ca
nada, from the year 1701 to the F,lI' ) ~:.!~ inclu
sive. 

.,; 
01 11 - '" .... ~ '" '" '" .; rn " c 

" 
'l: :;: " oJ .... '" 

.., .. 
E 

." :; .. 
~ t ;; ;; " ;;; ., 

'" ~ " ;.. < ., '" ;, ;... ~ .. '" ::> 
c:< < :I< .. :1<-e:... - e:... >.:: .;;:: 

'"" 1791 l\fONTREAL ErlSCOPAL CHURCH. 1791 GAltB.!:-O(IN OF l'IoN'l'HEAI.. 
1792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 1800 
1801 1801 
1802 IS02 
ISO:; .53 37 .55 180;) 
1804 IS04 
1805 IsoS 
1806 1806 
1807 IS07 
1808 1808 
1809 1809 I 

1810 26 9 .55 1810 
IS11 36 17 56 1811 
1812 47 14 106 ISI2 
IS13 4S 14 141 1813 
1814 46 34 147 1814 .5 21 
1815 56 20 26 1815 59 28 87 
1816 34 16 22 ISI6 60 16 ,10 

1817 ISI7 
IS18 IHI8 
1819 18J9 
1820 91 47 132 ISW 17 6 8 
1821 98 36 85 1821 23 6 17 
1822 148 50 159 18~2 39 1 19 
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1791 ScOTCH CHURCH I~ ~IDXTRE.\'L. 1791 MONTREAL. 

1792 1792 
1793 1793 
179~ 1794 
Ji95 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 Ii99 
boo 1800 
1801 1801 
Iso:) 1802 
180;; 18 10 14 180:> 477 62 376 
lS04 1804 
Is05 ls05 
1806 1806 
1807 1807 
1808 180S 
1809 1809 
1810 n:5 33 68 ls10 534 106 528 
1811 72 27 Sj Isll 571 121 341 
Is12 78 64 49 Is12 593 S9 461 
IsI3 118 24 "I.::; 181., 622 77 694 
Is14 99 52 66 1814 610 114 5S0 
IsI5 136 71 60 IsI5 659 174 476 
ISI6 152 85 83 IsI6 7j2 174 5s!l 
IsI7 Is17 III 
Is18 Isis 14S 
IsI9 IsI9 149 
1820 163 70 97 1820 856 740 
1821 214 S9 56 1821 823 5:14 
1822 204 100 94 182Z 1015 67.:; 

1791 GENERAL HO"PIT.H. OF MONTREAL. 1791 ST. LAURENT. 

1792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 179S 
1799 1799 
boo 1800 
1801 1801 

. IS02 1802 
IS03 17 31 IS03 96 15 62 
1804 Is04 
1805 1805 
1806 IS06 
1807 1807 
180S IS08 
IS09 1809 
1810 8 36 181Q 95 IS 57 
ISll s 49 IsIl 9S 22 56 
1812 8 ~6 IsI2 9S 16 56 
lS13 6 49 lSI:; 120 20 90 
IS14 4 50 lsl4 115 IS 56 
ISIS 5 60 IsIs 123 11 6l 
IS16 6 59 Is16 113 24 41 
1S17 IsI7 
IS18 IsIs 

'1819 lSI!) 
IS20 5 58 1820 95 18 54 
1821 1 75 1821 113 24 61 
1822 8 75 1822 109 38 7S 
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\791 STE. GENEVIEVE. 1791 LA-CHINE 
1792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 

).797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
IsoO lHOO 
1801 ISOI 
1802 1802 
IS03 91 ~4 56 Ism 34 7 4~ 
IS04 IS04 
IHo5 1S05 
IS06 1806 
IS07 1807 
lS08 180S 
IS09 1809 
IsIO 96 14 57 lSID 26 14 ::a 
IsIl Bli 19 48 lS\I 54 13 31 
IsI2 108 16 40 181:] ~7 S £7 
lsI:> 98 18 so lSI::; 44 7 42 
Is14 113 26 7u 1814 23 14 41 
ISIS 107 ~7 47 1815 34 5 :)6 

ISI6 9:; 21 30 lS16 54 12 3-1 
1817 ISI7 
IS18 1818 
1819 IS19 
IB"o 109 :n 58 1820 47 4 .J.' 
1~~I \00 16 56 1821 47 7 ~8 

1822 115 12 55 182~ 59 6 40 

1791 STE. A""E & POINTE CL.HRE. 1791 POll'TE A ux TREXBLES. 
1792 1792 
1795 1790 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
179S 1798 
1799 1799 
1 SOD I SOD 
IS01 ISOI 
1802 1802 
1803 171 1-1 57 IS03 58 6 1<'> 
IS04 IS04 
IS05 lS05 
IS06 1806 
IS07 1807 
1808 1808 
IS09 1809 
1810 80 12 5G 1810 43 7 41 

1811 185 17 95 ISI1 46 13 14 
IS12 84 14 56 1812 50 12 21 

lli15 45 IS 41 181:; 56 14 19 

1814 58 20 61 1814 6:) 7 ::;:; 

1815 102 17 57 1815 48 7 !L~ 

1816 86 15 54 IS16 55 16 10 
1817 IS17 
1818 ISI8 
1819 ISI9-
IS20 81 16 52 1S20 64 4 24 

1821 94 19 49 1S21 35 8 21 

1822 89 15 44 IS22 41 9 23 
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1791 LONGUE POINTE •. 1791 SAULT AU RECOLLET. 

1792 1792 

1795 1793 

1794 1794 
1795 1795 

1796 1796 

1797 1797 
1798 1798 

1799 1799 
1800 1800 
1801 1801 
1802 IS02 
1801> 29 8 :14 1805 60 10 3'; 

lS04 • ]S04 

Is05 IS05 
1806 IS06 
1807 IS07 
lS08 ISOS 
J809 leo!) 
ISIO 29 7 ::;-1: IHIO 53 II 61 

ISIl ]0 9 IO ISll 66 23 40 

Is12 26 4 19 1812 66 12 40 

1811> 23 4 26 lSI:> 68 14 65 
1814 20 7 21 ]SI4 57 12 42 

IsIs 21 5 6 1815 79 15 44 

IsI6 26 5 22 1816 49 17 46 
1817 IS17 
Islll 1818 
1819 [819 
1820 30 5 16 1820 60 7 56 
1821 35 6 19 1821 74 16 54 

1822 22 4 12 1822 60 10 51 

1791 RIVIERE bES PRAIRIES. 1791 ISLE PERROT. 
1792 1792 
1795 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 ]798 

1799 1799 
1800 1800 
1S01 1801 
1802 1802 
1805 "n :; 13 1801> 32 5 2S 
IS04 1804 
1805 1805 
1806 1806 
1807 1807 
IS08 [S08 
1809 Is09 
1810 12 4 21 18[0 55 8 29 
1811 5 2 IO 18I1 4S S 17 
IS12 9 6 12 Is12 58 11 24 
1813 4 4 24 181:; 53 5 :35 
1814 14 , 2 22 18h 46 8 18 
ISIS 12 5 25 1815 59 15 12 
1816 14 24 1816 72 5 7 
IS17 1817 
1818 1818 
1819 1819 
1820 15 2() 1820 53 7 IS 
1821 44 4 52 1821 50 7 15 
1822 41 5 12 1822 55 5 14 
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1791 ST. MAR",,'. 1791 STE:. ROSE. 
1792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 1800 
1801 Is01 
IS02 1802 
IS03 S3 15 58 lS03 99 18 81 
1804 1804 
ls05 1805 
IS06 1806 
IS07 1807 
]808 IS08 
1809 IS09 
1810 112 24 83 1s10 108 19 81 

1811 lOR 30 54 Isll 103 16 1G 
]812 123 19 49 IsI2 121 31 55 

1813 110 21 123 IsI3 87 10 ~O 

1814 1<)·" 15 106 Isl4 108 ~4 51 

1815 112 21 82 IsIS 130 ~4 76 

1816 150 27 45 Is16 130 16 17 

IS17 1817 
1818 IsIs 
1819 Isl9 
)820 B8 24 96 1820 118 IS 89 

18;/1 130 27 79 )S21 112 10 to;; 

IS22 156 23 94 IS22 121 ,18 $1 

1791 ST. VINCENT ttE PAUL. 

1

1791 BERTHIER. 

1792 1792 

1793 1793 

1794 1794 

1795 1795 

1796 1796 

1797 1797 

1798 179S 

1799 1799 

Jsoo lS00 

1801 lS01 

1S02 1802 

IS03 70 14 45 IS0,3 148 26 6~ 

IS04 IS04 

1805 1805 

1806 1806 

JS07 1807 

1808 1808 

1809 IS0\* 

JSIO 103 22 68 IS10 198 18 146 

1811 III 17 44 ISll 162 23 56 

1812 119 19 55 1812 168 21 64 

i}813 96 17 75 IS13 l'S9 17 77 

1814 109 25 62 1814 20B 21 lIi 

IS15 125 20 50 1815 169 38 74 

IS16 H5 16 44 ,1816 )19 28 66 

l817 1817 

181S IS18 

1819 IBI9 

1820 ioo 18 77 1820 218 46 117 

1821 130 19 91 1821 227 29 120 

JS2~ :l20 17 48 1822 jill llO 57 

;Bb 
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1791 Sr. wTHBmr. 1791 STE. ELIZABETH. 
1792 1792 
1i93 [7ro 
1;94 1794 
1795 179.~ 
1796 li96 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
lsoo 1800 
lS01 1801 
lS02 IS02 
180::; 12:1 27 68 IS03 71 14 21 
1804 J804 
1805 J805 
IS06 JS06 
lS07 IS07 
1808 1808 
1809 1809 
1810 117 22 112 1810 71 12 93 
1811 145 24 43 J811 102 22 39 
1812 156 29 44 1812 97 22 39 
1813 157 15 109 1813 104 9 41 
IS14 160 2:> 120 1814 103 12 23 
1815 161 28 49 ISI5 III 9 ~l 
1816 171 33 67 1816 lie; 10 7 
1817 1817 
1818 ISI8 
IS19 1819 
1820 176 ~4 126 [620 183 21 56 
1821 1~1 36 105 1821 187 2.> 101 
1822 No Return. IS22 172 ;;0 56 

1791 LA VALTRIE. 1791 LA Nou"",l 
1792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 1800 
Iso 1 IHOI 
1802 1802 
1803 33 9 ":' • .1 1803 35 10 2. 
1804 1804 
1805 1805 
1806 IS06 
Is07 Is07 
IS08 1808 
1809 1809 
1810 48 6 52 ISlO 24 I 45 
1S11 16 2 17 1811 46 24 22 1812 32 2 18 ISI2 45 11 21 IS13 19 4 34 ISI3 30 5 27 IS14 34 11 29 18110 32 8 13 1815 105 16 25 1815 33 7 26 1816 38 10 22 1816 20 12 14 IS17 ISI7 
1818 IS18 
ISI9 1819 
1820 22 9 25 1820 41 5 22 1821 34 8 22 1821 45 11 19 IS2lI 35 9 33 1822 55 8 19 
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1791 ST. PAUL DE LA VALTft.IE. 11791 ST. SULl'lCE. 
1792 

1
1792 

1793 1793 
1791 ' ]79'1 
1795 1 ~9j 
1796 ]79{} 
1797 1]797 
1798 i] 798 
1799 'I i~J 
1500 1800 
ISO! 1801 
1802 IHOJ 
1803 95 15 H ' It;o.J 33 22 
1804 IH\"I 

1805 ,]80:; 
1806 IW6 
IS07 :IS07 
18GS Isos 
1809 1809 
1810 66 16 61 Islo 26 7 24 
ISIl 55 25 37 Is II 43 8 2S 
ISI2 88 21 49 181z 49 16 18 
ISI5 120 50 -19 IS]3 48 2 HI 
IRH 104 18 69 Isk 44 6 ~O 

1815 116 ~9 52 IsIS 38 8 22 
ISI6 95 11 S9 IsI6 49 :; S3 
IS17 Is17 
181S IsIs 
1819 ]S[9 
hzo 135 16 60 IS20 sa 12 ~A 

IS21 143 17 72 ]S~I 55 8 i'ri 

1822 152 II 78 ]822 46 l~ ';...~. 

1791 RI!PENTIGllY. 
1
1791 L' ~·\..;~o~lP·rroN. 

1792 1792 
1793 ]79:> 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 1800 
1801 1801 
1802 IH02 
180:; 58 17 oj 1805 144 :>1 84 

1804 lS04 
180.7 ISl!.'} 

1806 !"CO 

1807 IS07 
1808 1808 
1809 J~09 

ISIO 58 8 52 ISIO 160 29 125 

1811 100 45 21 1811 117 28 85 

1812 74 19 37 J812 ISS 21 67 

1~15 83 14 47 IS15 IS2 28 lOS 

1814 68 14 44 1814 136 57 85 

1815 75 10 42 1815 197 :;2 93 

1816 76 20 ;}9 ISI6 167 03 74 
IS17 1817 
1818 IS18 
1819 IS19 
1820 79 22 49 1820 184 43 lIB 
1821 79 10 47 1821 187 35' 95 

1822 66 10 46 18~2 lSI 41 116 
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1791 Sr. J ACQU£S. 1791 Sr. ROCH. 
1792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1795 1796 
)797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 1800 
1801 1801 
1802 1802 
1803 100 19 44 1805 138 22 101 
IB04 1804 
1805 1805 
1806 1806 
1807 1807 
1808 1808 
1809 1809 
18lO 116 19 71 1810 117 18 80 
1811 127 18 55 181l 154 21 74 
1812 124 24 45 1812 124 20 '72 
1815 130 20 59 1813 144 21 80 
1814 154 17 39 1814 148 50 92 
1815 148 24 55 1815 155 23 65 
1816 137 20 58 1816 155 14 78 
1817 1817 
1818 1818 
1819 1819 
1820 ]62 29 69 1820 192 24 72 
1821 202 28 68 1821 199 25 78 
1822 184 40 97 1822 200 19 143 

--
1791 ST. ESPRIT. 1791 Sr. HF.NR v DE !\fASCOUCH". 
1792 1792 
1793 1795 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 1800 
1801 1801 
1802 1802 
1803 180l 84 17 81 
1804 1804 
1805 1805 
1806 1806 
1807 1807 
1808 1808 . 
1809 1809 
1810 51 14 40 1810 90 19 8:) 
1811 64 6 10 1811 105 21 55 
1812 64 6 10 1812 U8 17 47 
1815 58 5 30 1815 95 15 82 
1814 67 6 47 1814 91 15 66 
1815 72 11 29 1815 Jl4 16 54 
1816 64 7 51 1816 85 11 45 
1817 1817 
1818 1818 
1819 1819 
1820 91 9 36 1820 liD 25 58 1821 67 ]0 47 1821 124 13 69 
1822 107 14 63 11122 104 16 79 
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1791 LACHENAYE. 1791 TI!ORREBONN£ & ToWNsHlrs. 

1792 1792 
1793 1793 

1794 1794 

1795 1795 

1796 1796 
1797 1797 
179A 1798 

1799 li99 

1800 ,1800 

I~nl IHOI 

l~o~ 1802 

180:; 38 3 24 1803 TJ 10 111 

180-1 1804 

1805 1805 

1806 1806 

1807 1807 

181'8 1808 

18!'9 1809 

1810 47 8 29 1810 1M 22 59 

ISIl 49 5 11 1811 110 J4 42 

181~ 28 11 22 1812 lO~ 21 54 

ISI~ 21 4 2~ 1813 1(;3 20 99 

1814 27 10 26 ISI4 102 18 60 

ISI5 54 8 44 ISIS 96 29 59 

Igl6 54 9 30 IS16 104 IS 52 

ISI7 ISI7 

Idl8 IS18 

181!) 1819 

,''cO 71 11 .'\6 1820 129 11 91 

1821 40 11 7;2 1821 127 18 74 

IS22 56 5 21 1822 124 IS 65 

---
1791 ST. A NNE DES PLAINES. 1791 B,.AINYTLLE. 

179~ 
[792 

Jig3 
179:) 

1794 
1794 

1795 
1795 

1796 
1796 

1797 
1797 

1798 
1798 

1799 
1799 
1800 

1800 Isol 
Is01 
1802 

'802 

1803 137 I.") 74 IsO:) 66 19 406 

IS04 
1804 

1805 
1805 

IS06 
1806 

1807 
1807 

1808 
IS08 

IS09 
1809 

Jslo 124 27 95 1810 99 10 In 

J8iI 99 8 48 1811 128 40 48 

1812 82 :'; 31 1812 II:'; 19 5:> 

181:5 93 7 49 1815 12.1 15 79 

1814 87 22 81 1814 120 23 78 

1815 97 22 44 ISIS 145 27 62 

1816 109 11 36 IS16 146 22 59 

1s17 
1817 

1818 
1818 

IS19 
1819 

1820 ]21 11 72 IS20 148 16 91 

1821 l:;:l 19 68 1821 J4~ 15 101 

1822. 
}46 ]5 75 1822 155 20 67 
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] 791 
]792 
1793-
]794 
1795 
]796 
]797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
]801 
]802 
1803 
1804 
)805 
1806 
]807 
1808 
]809 
1810 
]811 
1812 
]S13 
ISH 
1815 
)816 
1817 
]818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1S22 

1791 
]792 
]793 
179~ 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
ls05 
1806 
1807 
1808 
ls09 
ISlO 
1S11 
1812 
IS13 
IR14 
1815 
1816 
1817 
IS18 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1f:22 
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CHURCH.' 1791 ST. ANDREW'S PaESBYTERIA 

52 41 
49 20 

No Return 

8 
10 

L.\c LES DEUX MONTAGNES. 

28 10 40 

48 7 34 
40 16 27 
57 11 55 
47 6 55 
66 18 25 
39 19 49 
41 1] 33 

47 13 :H 
58 14 42 
58 10 29 

1792 CHURCH. 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
179S 
1799 
1800 
IS01 
IS02 
IS03 
1804 
IS03 
1806 
IS07 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
IS12 
IS13 
1814 
IS15 
1816 
1817 
IS18 
IS19 
1820 :'56 18 4 
1821 Included in Protestant Congregation. 

,1822 32 12 

1791 
1792 
1795 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
18n9 
1i10 
181I 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
181a 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 

MISSION DES OTTAWAS. 

22 2 
35 4 
29 6 

8 
8 
8 
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1792 1792 
179S 1795 
1794 1794 

.1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 17~9 
1800 I~OO 
1801 1801 
1802 1802 
1803 150 18 66 1 FO.I 184 28 E3 1804 1804 
1805 1805 
1806 1806 
1807 1807 
1808 1808 
1809 1809 
1810 235 19 126 IRIO 20.3 .33 150 
181I 2G6 31 101 1811 216 ~5 117 
1812 ~44 52 95 1812 213 ~5 84 
1813 2.11 35 189 1815 IS9 17 187 
1814 242 55 146 1814 213- ~I 114 
1815 285 50 120 1815 cU4 's'2 1"--v 
1816 259 20 103 1816 214 41 83 
1811 1817 
IHI8 1818 
1819 1819 
1820 298 50 164 IS20 271 ~7 ~CO 
1821 3~2 ~4 191 1821 21;:) 46 1-.'1 
1822 316 43 153 1822 \:'3 30 C9 

1791 VAUDREUIL. 1791 RIGAUO. 
1792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 li98 
J799 1799 
1800 1800 
1801 1801 
1802 1802 
1803 97 14 45 1803 61 4 28 
,1804 [801 
1805 IsoS 
1806 1806 
1807 IS07 
1808 1808 
1809 1809 
1810 79 26 55 1~1O 107 14 49 
1811 93 15 33 ISII 96 15 38 
1812 82 17 37 1812 114 1~ 28 
1813 76 10 60 IH1Zi 91 7 44 
1814 97 22 Zi9 1814 104 15 64 
1815 92 23 32 1815 115 31 46 
1816 Sf! 17 24 IS16 102 11 26 
1817 1817 
1818 1818 
1819 IHJ9 
1820 97 14 65 1820 144 24 63 
1821 

~!~ 16 49 1821 
1822 

~" 19 (is 13,2 178 18 62 
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1791 SOULANGES, 1791 NOUVELLE LON<?UJo:'IL •• 

1792 1792 
1793 1795 
1794 1794 
1'795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 1~00 

Is01 1801 
1802 1~01l 

1803 147 H 1:;9 ISO::; 
IS04 1804 
1805 ]805 
IS06 1806 
IS07 1807 
180S IS08 
1809 1809 
IsIo 168 2IJ 144 1810 
IsH 199 29 73 1811 
181~ 21~ 32 78 1812 
1813 lot) 27 138 181~ 

Ish lEO 40 91 IS14 
lsI,.; 2~:.! 40 101 ISI5 
1816 211 40 76 IS16 
Is17 1817 
181s ISIS 
1819 ISI9 
1820 17'1 28 87 lS20 JC2 £0 42 
1821 Ih'! 5l 117 IS21 9'J 15 5:3 
Ilj~2 187 41 JU IS22 138 18 36 

1791 I\11S010N lDE ST. Ih:"ls 1791 1\l1sslON DE ST. A,neE"'. 
1792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
179S 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 Isoo 
lStll Is01 
1802 lS02 
1803 1803 
IS04 1804 
1805 Is05 
IS06 IS06 
IS07 IS07 
IS08 lS08 
1&09 Is09 
1810 64 10 49 1810 
ISIl 7S 12 16 IsIl 
1812 75 7 22 IS12 
ISI3 78 8 89 IsI3 
IS14 64 8 30 ls14 
ISIS 74 7 33 1815 
]816 76 10 20 Is16 
1817 1817 
ISIS -lsI8 
]819 1819 
]S2O 42 3 25 1820 10 3 8 
IS21 4~ 6 26 1821 14 7 6 
1822 32 8 17 1822 20 7 8 
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1791 CUATEAUGUAY. 1791 BEAUHARNOIS. 
]792 1792 
]793 

1"00 1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 11798 
1799 1799 
1800 1800 
1801 1801 
]802 1802 
1803 l~:j 21 87 180:"", 
1804 1801 
]805 1805 
]806 1806 
IS07 1807 
1808 1808 
]809 1809 
1810 172 0-

-oj H7 ]810 
]811 204 21 9:) 1811 
]S12 189 27 54 1812 
1813 201 16 121 181:5 
]814 ]72 26 103 1814 
]815 220 ~9 99 1815 
]816 175 46 71 1816 
1817 1817 
]818 1818 
]819 1819 
]820 241 29 99 1820 142 26 6:> 
]821 204 39 115 1821 148 2<1 lJ~ 

1822 167 25 54 1822 142 16 57 

1791 SAULT ST. LOUIS. I7!!1 ST. PHILIPPE. 

1792 1792 
]793 1793 

1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 

1797 1797 

1798 1798 

1799 1799 
1800 1800 

1801 1801 

1802 1802 

IS03 29 8 :10 1803 147 24 159 

1804 1804 

1805 1805 

1806 1806 

1807 1807 

1808 laos 
1809 1809 

1810 46 14 37 1810 158 ~2 III 

1811 47 13 21 181l 143 :i5 36 

1812 55 11 26 1812 166 66 56 

1813 54 12 62 1813 155 24 130 

1814 48 8 57 1814 181 40 113 

1815 65 7 36 1815 188 3;) 65 

1816 64 6 26 1816 154 39 88 

1817 1817 

1818 1818 

1819 1819 

1820 50 9 32 1820 232 44 108 

1821 42 19 46 1821 237 56 117 

1822 67 9 44 1822 245 45 113 

Cc 
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;.. «: .. .. P=l 

0.- P=l ~ :.. P=l ~ 
1791 ST. CONSTANT. 1791 ST. Luc. 
1792 1792 
179:5 1793 
1"9'1 179'1 
J795 1795 
J796 1796 
1797 .li97 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
1200 1800 
1801 ISOI 
1802 lS02 
1803 120 28 149 1803 102 11 40 
1804 1604 
1805 1805 
1806 ISC5 
1807 lR07 
1808 lS08 
1809 1809 
1810 165 -0 96 1810 99 16 45 
18Il 185 SO 64 Isil 109 12 27 
IsI2 161 22 74 IsI2 84 16 114 
1813 171 18 5::; 181:, 58 22 85 
1814 186 J.' 94 1814 138 £0 . 55 
Is15 ~U5 2S 53 JslS 165 25 60 
1816 ~3~ :;s 61;! Is16 164 n-

~ .... 55 
/817 IsI7 
IsI8 1813 
IBI9 1819 
1820 ~~9 38 179 1820 188 31 1:36 
IS21 ~46 4:5 138 1821 210 29 108 
1822 ~i8 31 114 1822 206 :;9 70 

17!}! BLAIRfl;, DIE. 1791 LAPRAIRIE. 
179g 1792 
1793 1793 
I~94 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 ]796 
1797 1797 
1798 179~ 

1799 1799 
IHOO 1800 
1801 1801 
1802 1802 
I~03 17-l 2:' 87 1803 109 19 91 
IS04 1804 
lHo5 1805 
1806 1806 
1807 1807 
1808 1808 
IS09 1809 
1810 ~40 39 SO 1810 125 26 130 
IsIl 191 36 73 1811 126 36 74 
1812 206 50 52 1812 129 33 61 
Is13 206 29 131 1815 142 16 89 
1814 282 48 121 1814 124 34 82 
1815 270 69 109 1815 134 34 62 
1816 272 59 74 1816 134 37 62 
1817 1817 
IS18 1818 
IS19 1819 
1820 335 7I ISO .1820 152 32 89 
1821 :;74 58 141 1821 160 28 75 
1822 :J87 is 135 1821l 149 20 71 
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1791 LONGUEUIL. l'i91 BOUCHERVILLE, 

1792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1';95 
1796 li9" 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 17~1~ 

Isoo 1800 
1801 Isol 
1802 IS02 
1S03 lIS :!2 87 Iso:'l 129 l:? 81 
1804 180-1 
lac:; 1805 
IS06 1806 
1807 IHU7 
IS08 1808 
1809 1809 
1810 100 2~ 56 IsIOl 11~ ~5 74 
IS11 108 22 49 Is II 1:;9 ~4 47 
IS12 112 21 2~ 1812 141 ~-'( i 61 
1813 93 26 .).~ 

181.~ 1j;) J; 70 
1814 IGS 2;; 35 ISH 1:;9 2(1 60 
1815 In 17 37 isis 149 :;'i 70 
1816 118 30 24 18Iti I5S ::;2 66 
1817 1~17 

ISIS Isis 
J819 h,\!, 
lseo 1:;1 2S 40 [""'0 148 _" 123 
IHZl 1 ~,) 32 33 bel 138 !!.3 i~ 

1822 114 29 46 I,"" , 153 .~{ 74 

1791 VARESSES. 179[ VEf:.CHIRzsj 

1792 17' l.~ 
1793 ! -; ~~ j 
1794 1791: 

1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 J797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
IS00 1800 
1801 Isol 
IS0e! IS02 
ISO;; le9 24 83 IS03 S"l 15 70 
IS04 1804 
IS05 1805 
1806 1806 
1807 1807 
IS0S IaO!~ 

1809 J809 
1810 146 16 110 Islo 90 17 60 
ISll 145 25 61 Is11 93 15 4S 
1812 138 29 56 Isl2 109 54 4S 
1813 170 19 98 IRI:> Hl9 21 67 
liH4 156 24 83 /814 105 26 43 

1815 U3 27 70 181.> 99 ~3 50 
]816 161 33 35 1816 94 21 47 
1817 Is17 
1818 1818 
1819 18/9 
1820 180 2:> 9;; 1820 III 16 18 

1821 171 :>7 107 1821 IDS 31 51} 

1822 1112 Z~ 78 182~ '1f!6 2d 52 
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1791 C ONTRECOEUR. J79J ST. JOHN'S, (Protestants,) 
J792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
lS00 1800 
1801 IS01 
IS02 lS02 
IB03 16 24 1805 
IS04 1804 
1805 1805 
1806 1806 
1807 1807 
1808 1~08 
1809 IS09 
1810 60 15 40 1810 
1811 59 16 28 1811 
1812 6 14 57 IS12 
1813 S:; 15 24 1815 
1814 82 17 35 1814 
1815 74 14 50 1815 
1816 8S 17 54 IS16 
1817 1817 
181S IRIS 
IS19 1819 
1820 70 21 35 1820 8 8 16 
1821 94 13 42 1821 
1822 69 11 38 1822 11 7 10 

1791 CHAMllLT. 1791 CHAMELY, (Protestants.) 
1792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 1800 
1801 lSOI 
1802 1802 
1805 144 17 7S 1805 
1804 1804 
1805 1805 
1806 1806 
1807 IS07 
180S IS0S 
1809 IS09 
ISIO 131 28 96 ISIO 
1811 115 28 51 ISH 
1812 179 35 79 1812 
1813 209 28 101 1813 
1814 18S 48 128 1814 
IS1l> 216 50 102 1815 
IS16 183 :03 7S IS16 
1817 1817 
1818 ISIS 
1819 IS19 
1820 194 30 129 1820 30 S 10 1821 212 - IS 80 18g1 17 11 7 1822 171 31 83 1822 12 _ 3 5 
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1791 ST. JEAN BAPTISTE. 1791 ST. MATTHIAS. 
1792 1792 

1795 170:> 
1794 1794 
1795 17% 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
IS00 180U 

1801 1801 

1802 1802 

1805 et St. Hilaire. 80 8 3S 1803 83 15 S~ 

1804 1804 

1805 IS05 
IS06 1806 

1807 IS07 
lS0S 180S 
lS09 1809 

1810 66 8 38 IHlo 116 ~1 82 
ISI1 7L 24 37 IsIl 114 4~ 57 
1812 74 24 25 1812 144 30 44 
IS15 64 9 41 lsI::; 125 20 57 
IS14 76 13 56 1814 leG 3.) 76 

ISIS ll5 11 42 1815 148 35 60 
IS16 107 30 39 1816 145 on 46 
IS17 Is17 
ISIS IsIS 

IS19 I~19 

1820 154 17 89 1820 156 26 92 
IS21 lr,':! 16 53 18Z1 146 27 72 
1822 207 23 43 1822 152 26 50 

1791 ST. l\iARIE l\IONNOIB.. ' 1791 ST. CUARLY.S. 

]792 11'"g" 

]795 : 170,; 
1794 !':94 
1795 ; 1 79,'; 

1796 '1796 
1797 Ig~~ 179S 
1799 ,1799 

1500 )800 

1801 Illol 

IS02 ! 1802 

1803 65 4 55 Iso, 50 7 71 

IS04 IIs01 

1805 ilw5 

1806 

1

1806 

1807 1807 

1808 l~oR 

IS09 lR09 

ISI0 122 22 48 iI811l 61 7 :'Ai 

ISll 104 S 44 

1

1811 49 8 3i 

IS12 S2 90 25 1812 50 16 25 

ISI5 125 16 50 lsI:; 71 15 39 

]814 III 32 55 1814 56 II 27 

IS15 148 25 5S lsI:. 62 8 26 

1816 154 19 6:> 1816 75 14 21 

1817 1817 

]S18 181s 

la19 JsI9 

1820 206 16 141 1820 71 17 55 

1821 215 24 102 1821 66 10 :>4 

1822 207 26 88 IH22 88 15 :>4 
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>< ~ ~ ~ ~ "" 1791 ST. HIL.UR.E. J791 ST. lIl'Anc. 
1792 1792 
J7g3 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
J796 1796 
17[17 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
l8"O 18W 
J ~Ol ibOI 
1 ~(~'_~ 1802 
1"".1 51 11 27 IS03 (See St. Jean Baptiste.) 
1804 1804 
1805 1805 
1806 IS06 
1807 IS07 
IHOS 1808 
J809 IS09 
1310 26 10 52 [810 27 5 16 
1811 48 9 24 1811 51 3 12 
J81<2 43 6 ~2 11112 29 1 14 
IS13 :;1 8 38 1815 28 4 15 
1814 47 10 29 11114 35 2 9 
1815 39 I; 20 i815 55 6 12 
]816 43 17 20 1816 5~ 1 15 
1817 ISI7 
!818 I81S 
lsI!) 1819 
1820 51 11 31 1820 3:> 7 30 
};-"21 37 S 31 1821 26 8 20 
]~~ 58 11 25 1822 42 7 22 

--'-
1791 B~LOEIL. 1791 ST ANtOlN~. 
J7n 1792 
]7~.1 [795 
J79-1 1794 
J79.:; 1795 
]796 1796 
1797 1797 
]79,~ 1798 
]799 1799 
]800 1800 
1801 1801 
180~ 1802 
IS03 69 .20 4:> 1803 60 18 53 
]804 1804 
]805 1805 
1806 1806 
]807 IS07 
1808 1808 
1809 1809 
1810 65 16 72 1810 71 14 52 
J811 82 21 37 1811 81 15 23 
lS12 93 20 25 1812 77 24 39 
181:; 77 21 :;9 lS13 87 14 2S 
]814 96 21 40 1814 79 19 56 
1815 S8 21 43 1815 99 12 57 
1816 74 9 47 1816 83 4 22 
1817 Is17 
1818 1818 
IS19 lS19 
J820 81 ,8 49 1820 108 13 47 
11121 75 17 411 1821 99 11 54 
1822 89 20 54 1822 109 10 38 
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1791 ST. DENIS. 1791 Sr. HYACINTHE. 
1792 1792 
1793 179:> 
179'" 179'" 
1795 1795 
1,796 1796 
1797 1797 
179S 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 i800 
1801 1801 
1802 1802 
IS03 1~0 18 1~0 1803 20S 43 ~7~ 
IS04 IHO-l 
1805 1805 
1806 1806 
1807 1807 
1808 1808 
1809 180ll 
1810 11'.1 17 62 1810 2,jj 51 1C~ 

1811 117 51 64 1811 250 44 15~ 

1812 III 13 30 IS12 26.1) 59 90 
lSI;) 114 13 59 

1
1813 288 3S 139 

1814 115 46 64 1814 ~8~ C.'i 165 
1815 126 66 59 1815 33-1 ,., JH 
1816 J~5 11 61 1816 ~69 47 178 
lS17 1817 
1818 1818 
1819 1819 
18£0 180 23 93 

1

1820 4W 6.3 :;C~ 

1821 153 2~ 7:; 1821 463 btl 2~"; 

1822 167 17 57 1822 41i ('7 ~{:.; 

1791 ST. CXSAIRE. 1791 LA Pn::s.::I·:7I1.TW:-1. 
1792 1792 
179:; 179:) 
1794 1794 
1795 179:: 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1793 179~ 
1799 1799 
1800 1800 
Is01 ISOI 
IS02 

1

1802 
1S03 IS03 
1804 Il~ IS05 
1806 1806 
Is07 IS07 
]S08 .1808 
1809 iIs09 
IslO iIslo 91 19 ~'1 

ISH 11sli 77 5 .56 
IS12 IsI2 93 17 2't 

1815 Is13 84 8 47 

ISI4 Is14 98 15 31 

ISIS 1815 I{; 22 50 
]816 

(816 
S6 11 49 

IS17 1817 
• ISIS IsIs 

lS19 IsI9 
IS20 \1820 95 8 45 

IS~l 1821 1 )0 ):J ' 4~ 
1822 :;7 9 8 ,1822 0.> 11 ::..' 
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1791 Sr. JUDE. 1791 Sr. OURS. 

1792 1792 
1793 179:> 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
]796 1796 
]797 1797 
]798 (798 
1799 1799 
laoo ,1800 
]801 1801 
1802 1802 
180;:; 180:> 132 21 68 
1804 1804 
]805 1805 
1806 1806 
]8b7 1807 
1808 1a08 
1809 1a09 
1810 1810 124 14 a1 
1811 1811 132 32 '75 
1812 1812 155 22 57 
181:> 1813 138 22 44 
1814 1814 147 30 68 
]815 1815 154 21 67 
1816 1S16 1~1 25 69 
1817 ISI7 
1818 1818 
]819 1819 
1820 1820 168 18 89 
1821 1821 184 30 61 
1822 19 0 1822 123 23 80 

-----
1791 WILLIA)f HENRY, (Protestants.) 1791 WILLIA~I HENRY, (Catholics.) 
1792 1792 
1793 1793 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 1800 
IS01 1801 
1802 IS02 
180:> 7 7 13 1805 56 15 37 
1804 1804 
1805 1805 
1806 1806 
1807 1807 
1808 1808 
1809 1809 
1810 19 10 20 18lO 94 16 65 
1811 7 7 15 181l 109 21 52 
IS12 20 2 14 IS12 117 14 43 
IB13 13 6 13 1813 113 18 54 1814 13 S IS IS14 130 20 56 
IS15 17 13 25 1815 118 20 49 
lS16 35 29 17 1816 144 26 85 
1817 1817 
1818 1818 
1819 1819 
lS20 16 7 12 1820 95 25 101 1821 17 12 14 1821 174 30 092 1822 21 13 17 18£2 170 :;0 65 
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1791 ISLE DU P.". 1791 ST. AIl:,\u::s.o. 
li92 Ii!):! 
179:> 170 .• 
1794 ! 7~J.} 
179.-; i -;-~) j 

1795 ' 7~)t) 

1797 I ';'~ 17 
17YS 179tl 
li99 ,;!,y 

1800 dSO() 
180! I MOl 
180g I~O'2 

1803 13 5 12 1:.;O,j 
lBO{ I HO! 
1805 It;{).j 

18U6 11-)()U 

lR07 IHU7 
1806 1608 
lH09 1~09 

1810 11 I 11 I~IO ~7 7 12 
1811 13 7 { 18Il ,jj 56 8 
1812 10 7 9 lSI!! 5~ 20 4 
1813 8 6 10 1813 29 13 14 
1814 16 9 1814 38 15 10 
lS15 17 6 13 IRI5 4.~ 12 7 
1~16 10 4 5 1816 ::;r Ii 
1817 IS17 
181¥ IRl8 
1819 WI9 
1820 16 7 21 IH20 (J" 

-~ 19 12 
1821 29 6 II J 8cl ::;.'i 14 10 

1822 15 j 9 I S~~ 27 25 /I 

1791 DVNHA){. 'li9[ I\)p,hocli<t. of 

1792 Ii9~ ST ... \R]lA~D and VI ~JI \ 'r{ 

179.) 179,) 
1794 170-1 
1795 170,:) 

1796 I7~):) 

1797 1797 
17911 17~)K 

1799 17!l9 
1800 IBW 
1801 IROI 
1802 1802 
1803 180., 
1804 18U4 
1803 180:; 

18013 1806 
1807 1807 
1808 1803 

1809 1809 
1810 31 16 40 1810 
1811 16 28 10 18H 
1812 7 10 10 1812 

1813 10 8 30 181~ 

1814 10 13 47 ,8H 

1815 15 26 29 1815 

1816 1~ 23 5l 1~16 

1817 1817 
1818 1818 

1819 1819 
1820 26 1:'1 :5 1820 15 4 .~ 

11121 9 26 J 1821 See St. /.rmacdan4 DUDhan. 

lS~2 16 34 1 1822 

Dd 
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1791 CALDWEI L AND CHRISTIE 1791 HATLEY 

1792 MANaRi. 1792 
179:5 1795 
1794 1794 
1795 1795 
1796 1796 
1797 1797 
1798 1798 
1799 1799 
1800 1800 
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EXTRACT from His Majefiy'; Proclamation bearing date at ~:t. 
James' the 7th October 1763. 

" And whereas great frauds & abuft!s have been committed in 
the purchafing Lands of the Indians, to the great prejudice of our 
interefis, and to the great diifatisfaction of the faid Indians; in 
order therefore to prevent fllch irtegularities for the future, and 
to the end that the Indians may be convinced of our jufiice and 
determined refolution to remove all reafonable caufe of difcon
tent; we do, with the advice of our Privy Council, firiWy enjoin 
and require, that no privJte perfon do prefume to make any pur
chafe from the faid Indians, within thofe part~ of our Colonies 
where we have -thought proper to alI ow fettlement; but if at any 
time any of the faid Indians lhould be inclined to dlfpo[e of the 
faid Lands, the [ame {hall be purcha[ed only for us, In our name 
at fome Public Meeting or Afiembly of the faid Indians, to be 
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held for that purpofe by the Governor or Commander in Chief 
of our Colony, refpectively, within which they {hall lie: and in 
cafe they {hall lie within the limits of any proprietaries, conform
ably to fuch directions and inll:ructiuns as we, or they, {hall think 
proper to give for that purpofe: and we do by the advice of our 
Privy Council, declare and enjoin, that the trade with the raid In_ 
dians {hall be free and open to all our fubjects whatever; provi
ded that every perron who may incline to trade with the hid In
di~iJ1s, do ta"e out a Licenfe for carrying on fuch trade, from the 
Governor or Commander in Chief of any of our Colonies rerpec
lively, whert' fuch perfon Ihall refide, and alfo give fecurity to ob
ferve fueh regulations as we {hali at any lime Ihink fit, by our
fel"es or Commilfaries, to bt' appointed for this purpofe, to di
rect and appoint for the benefit of the laid trade: and we do 
hereby authorilt', enjoin and reql1ire the Governors and Com
manders in Chief of all our Colonies refpectively, as well thofe 
under our immediate Government, as thofe under the govern
mt'nt and direction of proprietarit's, to grant fuch Licenfes with. 
out fee or reward, taking efpl'cial care to infert therein a condi
tion that fuch Licenfe {hall be void, and Ihe fecurity forfeited, 
in cafe the perlon to whom the fame is granted {hall refufe or ne
glect to obferve fuch regulations as we Ihall think proper to 
pn&ribe as aforefaid." 

Province of } 
Lower-Canada. 

(Signed,) Thomas Dunn, Pres:dent," 

GEORGE the THIRD, by the Grace of 
Thoma. Amyo!, GOD, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

F.'qUlre, Secret"I"Y King. Defender of the Faith: To all to • .. hom these and !:leglstrar of this .. 
l'rovillce: Presems shall come or may in any wise co!'cern :_ 

Fiat. GREETING: 
Recorded ill the 

OfllceofEnrollments \Vhereas by our Letters Patent under our Great 
at Que\)('c, the 10th Seal of our Province of Lower-Canada, bearing date 
day of June 1807, in C tl f S' L . . 
the second Register at our ~. eo. amt e~ls, 10 our City of Quebec, 
of Letters l'ah'nt and In our saId Prnv1J1ce, t he SIxth day of Augnst in the 
Commissions, folio Forty Fourth Year of our Reign: We did constitute 
:l2~i~ned, and appolO: ~ur Trusty and Well Beloved Sir George 

JNO. TAYLOR, Pownall, I\mght, Secretary and Registrar of the Re-
Vepy. Regr. cords of and in our said Province to have hold exer

ci.e and enjoy the said Offices and Places by him;elf or his sufficient 



Deputy cr Deputies, (to be by him appointld, and for whom he should 
be answerable) for and during our pleasure; Now know ye, that we 
have thought fit to determine our Royal \" ill and PIt:asure in the Pre
mises, and have and by these Presents do revI,ke, determine al,d make 
vo:d, our said recited Letters Patent, and all things therein contained. 
And know ye further, that we, confiding in the loplry, intrgriiy ar.d 
ability of ollr Trusty and Well llelo,oed Thomas Amyot, Esquire, of 
our especial gr~c(', certa;n kn(Jwledge, and mere motion, have constitu
ted and appointed, and hereby do cunstitute and appoint him the said 
Thomas Amyot, Secretary and Registrar of the Records of and in our 
said Provi&:ce, in t he room, place and stead (If I he said George ('"wnall. 
Knight, to have, hold, excerci'e, a"d enjoy the said offices and places by 
himself or his sufficiellt Deputy or Del'u:ieR, <:0 be by him appointed, 
and for whom he shall be answerable) fur and dnring our pleawre, to
gether with all and singular the salaries, fees, profit!', ptorquisiles, pri
vileges and advant~ges tl' the said offices or pbce', or either of them, 
jointly or sever~lIy, be~onging or in any wise 2pperlaining, in as fu1I and 
ample a manner, to a:1 inlents ane; plllp"se', 3' any other Secretary and 
llegistrar of the Record; of any of cur Pi?ntatiolls in America dodl 
hold and enjoy the same. J n testimony whereof we have caused these 
our Letters to be made Patent and t he Great Seal uf our said Province 
of Lower-Canada to be hereunto affixed, \Vitness our Trusty and Well 
Beloved ThomaF Dunn, Esquire, ~ur Presidellt of ollr Pro,oince of Low
er-Canada and Administrator of the Government at our said Province, 
at our Castle oi St. Lewis, in our City of Quebec. in our said Pro
vince, the Tenth day of June in the year of our Lord One thousand 
Eight hundred and seven, and of our Reign the Forty Sevenlh. 

(Sgned,) T. D. 

(Signed) hoo TAYLOR, 

Depyo Sec'y. 

I do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true Cop)' of the Entrr as 
f"und on Record in the Office of Enrollments at Qnebec, in Register of 
Commissions and Letters Patent, Noo 2, Folio 3~t:i. 

Provincial Secretary's Office, 
Quebec, 4th FebrualY, 1824. 

Lso MONTJ7AMBERT, 
.flcrgo Prov. ::icc'yo .x Regr. 



(Signed,) Richmond, Lennox, and Aubigny. 

Province of } 
Lower-Canada 

Commi .. ion appoint
ing Andrew William 
Cochran, Esquire, Audi_ 
tor in & lor this Province. 

Fiat. 
Recorded in the Re· 

gisters Office of the Re
cords at Quebec, the 7th 
day of December 1818, 
in the fifth Register of 
Letters Patent and Com
misions, folio 269. 

Signed, 
JNO. TAYLOR, 

Depy, Regr. 

GEORGE the THIRD, by the Grace of 
GOD, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, to all 
to whom these Presents shall come or may in any 
wise concern :-GREETING, 

Know Ye, that we having taken into our Royal 
consideration the loyalty, integrity and ability of 
Ollr Trusty and 'Veil Beloved Andrew William 
Cochran, Esquire, have and by these Presents do 
cOllstitute and appoint him the said Andrew Wile 
liam Cochran, Our Audiwr cf and in Our said 
Province of Lower-Canada, in the room and stead 
of Edward Brabazon Brenton. Esquire, who has 
left the Province, to have, hold, excercise and en

joy the said office unto him the said Andrew William Cochran, for and 
durin~ our pleasure and his residence within our said Province, togeth
er with all and singular the rights, profits, privileges and emoluments 
thereunto belLlnging or appertaining. In testimony whereof, We have 
caused these our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal of our 
said Province of Lower.Canada to be hereunto affixed, and the ~arne to 
be entered of Record in the Office of our Registrar of Enrollments in 
our said Province; Witness our Trusty and Well Beloved His Grace 
Charles Duke of Richmond, Knight of the Most Noble Order of the 
Garter, Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over our Pro
vince of Lower.Canada, Yice Admiral of the same, &c. &c. &c. at 
our Castle of St. Lewis, in our City of Quebec, in OUl' said Province, 
the first day of November in the Year of Our Lord One thousand 
Eight hundred and Eighteen, and in the Fifty Ninth year of our R..:ign. 

(Signed,) JNO. TAYLOR, 
Depy. Sec'y. 

(Signed,> RD. &c. 

I do hereby ce~tify the foregoing to be a true Copy of the Entry as 
found ?n, Record 10 the Office of Enrollments at Quebec, in Register of 
CommISSIOns and Letters Patent, No.5, folio 269. 

Provincial Secretary's Office, 
Quebec, 4th February, 1824. } 

Ls. MONTIZAMBERT, 
Acrg. Provo Sec'y. & Re,r. 
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'pRA.UGFJT of an intended Report of the Honorable the Gover
nor in Chief and the Council of the Province of Ouebec, to 
the King's Moll Excellent Majelly in His Privy Co;;'ncil, con
cerning the ~tate of the Laws ant! the Admini!hation of lus
tice in that Province. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

In humble obedience to Your Maje!l:y's Order in Council, of 
the 28th day of Augu!l: 1 i6i, wherein Your Majelly is pleafed 
to Order that we ilioult! Report to Your lVhjelly. 

Fir!l:-Whether any, and what, defects are now fubfilling in 
the prefent state of I udicature in this Your Majelly's Province of 
Quebec. 

And Secondly, vVhether the Canadians are, or think themfel
ves, aggrieved according to the prefent Adminillration of lullice; 
wherein, and in what respects; togc>ther with our opinions of any 
alterations or amendments that we can propore for the general be~ 
nefit of the faid Provmce; and that fuch alterations and amend
ments, for the clearer apprehulfion thereof, be transmitted to 
Your Majelly in the form of Ordinances, but not paifed as fuch, 
and that fuch report be returned, ::iigned by Your Maje!l:y's Go
vernor, or his luclllll hUfl1s, the Chief I uftice and Attorney Ge
neral of the faid Province; but that, if they iliould not concur, 
the perf on or perfons differing in opinion iliould be required to 
report the difference of his opil'lions, together with his reafons 
for fuch difference of opinion, fully and at large. 

We lay before Your Majelly the follow:ng yinv of the Laws 
and Cu!l:oms which at prefent prevail in this Provir:ce, and of the 
rules of decifion obferved by Your Majelly's Courts of Judicature 
in the Admini!l:ration of ] uftice, togf"ther with f!Jch obfervations 
on thefe heads as the experience we hav, had in our respective 
Offices, fince we have had the honour to fc:rve Your Majelly in 
thIS Province, has enabled us to make. 

In the lirft place, we beg leave to obferve to Your Majc!l:y, 
that the Laws of England are generally fuppofed to be in force 
in this Province. All Criminal P"oceedings have been carried 
on according to thefe Laws: and in Civil matters no o.ther. Laws 
are cited or appealed to, or allowed to be of any weight III the 
Courts of luftice; though in one or two Caufes certain Cuftoms 
that prevailed here in the time of the ~ren<.h Government have 
been admitted as the grounds of the dcclfiolE, becJufe the Caufes 
of Action in thofe litigations had arifen ~ither in the time of the 
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French Government, or during Your Majeay's Government of 
this Province by your Military Commanders, during which period 
the ancient Laws and ufages of the Country were luppofed to be 
in force: but fince the Ellablilhment of Civil Government Your 
Majefiy's Chief J ufiice of the Province has acted by virtue of a 
Commiffion that Commands him to decide all matters that come 
before him a('ran1ing to the /,aws alld Clistoms of that part of 
IUllr llIajest,l/s IOng-dom ol Gnat Britain called England, and 
the f.a;.i's, Ordillallcc.<, Nulls and Rq;lillitions of.yom' l1Jajest,Ij's 
Pro'Cinc(' vf ('uebee lin'eaft-r in that helw(l to be orc/aimd llnd 
mad,.,. fo that he is not at liberty to a:low of any other Laws or 
Cufioms, but thofe of England, unless they are expressly intro
duced or revived by lome of the Ordinances of the Province 
made fince the Efiablilhment of the Civil Government. And 
further, befide3 this Commi/Tion, there is an express Ordinance 
of the Province which obliges both your Majefiy's Chief Jufiice 
and the other Judges of the Province to follow the farr.e rule of 
1 udgment. This is the Ordinance of the 17th of September 
1764, pa/Ted by the Governor and Council of the Province upon 
the introduction of the Civil Government, to erect and confiitute 
the Courts of Jufiice by which the [aid Civil Government was to 
be carried on. This Ordinance erects, in the firfi place, one 
Superior Court of Judicature, called the King's Bench, in which 
it dir ects that your Majefiy's Chief J ufiice of the Province 111311 
prefide, with powlr andauthor/ty 10 hear aild determine all Cri
minaL and Civil Causes a,f!;l'tcable to tlu" Laws ol England alld 
io lite Ordinanres {)lthi,~ Pro-.:iuce,. and, in the fecond place, 
an inferior Court of Judicature, called the Court of Common 
Pleas, with power and authority to determine all property above 
the value of ~en pounds, with a liberty to either party to appeal 
to the Supenor Court, or Court of King's Bench, when the mat
ter in cOlllefi is of the value of twenty pounds. or upwards; and 
directs that the Judges in this Court fl1all determine the matters 
before them agn:eable to Equity, ha-cincr 1't;Oflrd nf't'el,tlie!ess to 

'E' I '" '" tlt~ Laws Of 'lIg,and, as far ~s circu)1IStancrs and situation of 
~hlngs w.tllllt~·IIII(, wI!d such tlllle as proptr Ordillances for the 
rnfo/'lllutlOn at the people can be established by the GOt'tTl/or and 
('ounci l agrrwb/e to the Lu,es of Fllgllll/d,. and it further di
rects, {ltal the French Lo;.i's alld ClIstvlIIS shall be allow/'J and ad
mitltdi naIl Caus('s ill this Court bfli.L'ef'l/ the Ilf/lhes of' tltis Pro 

'''Cincr~ 'i.e!m', the Cause. of aetio,n al'ose btf~re the 1st d(~1j o.f Oc:
tobfl' 176'~. It then, I~ the third place, gives powers to Jufiices 
of the Peace to d~termme mat~ers of property of small value in 
a fummary way, either fingly, If the mattel' in dispute does not 
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exceed the value of five pounds, or in conjunction with eac:1\ 
Other in weekly and quarterly SeHion, where the matter in con. 
tcfr. is of a greater value .. The words of this Ordinance, by 
which thefe thl~gs. are .0rJamed, a.re of the tenor following. 

" 'Vhereas It IS highly expedient and nece{fary for the well 
H governing of His Majelly's good Subj~cts of the Province of 
" Quebec, and for the lilcedy and impartial Jil1ribution of Jus. 
" tice ;:mong the fame, tll.lt proper courts of Judicature, with. 
" proper powers and authorities, and under proper regulations. 
" ihould be etlablilhed and appointed, His Excellency the Go
" vernor. by and with the advice, confent and affil1ance of His 
" I'Lljei1 y's Council, and by \·irtue of the power and authority to 
" him given by HIS Majel1:y's Letters Patent under the Great 
" Seal of Great Britain, hath thought fit to orJain and declare. 
" and his bid Exce!lency, by and Witll the advice, confent and 
" a1lill:ance afore/did. doth hereby ordain and declare: 

or That a li,perior Court of Judicature or Court of King's 
" Bench be eH.tblilhed in this Province, to fit and hold terms in 
" the town of Quebec twice in every year, viz, one to begin on 
" the 21st <:lay of January, called Hilary Term, the other on the 
" ~ 1st day of June, called Triuity Term. 

" In this Court His M<ljdty's Chief J utHce prefides, with pow
" er and authority to hear anJ determine all criminal and civil 
" caufes, ,lgreeable to the Laws of England and to the Ordinance 
" of this Province, and from this Court an appeal lies to the Go
" vernor and Council when the matter in conteCt: i~ above the 
" value of three hundred pounds tterling; and from the Gover
" nor and Council an appeal lies to the King and Council, where 
" the matter in contefr is of the value of five hondrtd pounds 
" l1t:!rling or upwards. 

" In all trialS in this Court all His Majefiy's Subjects in this 
Colouv are to be admitted on Juries without difrinction. 

" And His Majdl:y's Chief J ufrice unce in every year to hold 
" a Court of Affize and general Gaol Delivery, foon after Hila
II ry Term, at the Towns of Montrea.1 an.d Trois R~viere.<, f~r 
" the more eafy and convenient difrnbutlon of Iu111ce to HIS 
" Majefry's SubjeCts in thofe difrant parts of the Province. 

" And whereas an Inferior Court of Judicature, or Court 
" of Common Pleas, is alfo thought necefiary and convenient, 
" it is further ordained and declared, by the authority aforelaid, 
" that an inferior Court of Judicature. or Court of Common 
"Pleas, is hereby efiablifhed, with power and authority. to 
" deter mine all property above the value of. ten pounds, with 
" aliberty of appeal to either party to the fupenor Court, or Court 
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(c of King's Bench, where the matter in conteit is of the value of 
" wenty pounJs and upwards. 

" All Tria\-; in this Court to be by Juries if demanded by eit!1er 
" party; and this Court to fit and hold two terms in every year 
.. at the Town of Qllebec, at the f.lme time with the fuperior 
" Court, or Court of King's Bench. Where the matter in con
u teil in this Court is above the value of three hundred pounds 
.. fier'iog, either party may (if they fhall think proper) appeal to 
" the Governor and Council immedi:J.telv, and from the Gover
" nor and Council an appeal lies to the !{ing and Council, where 
c< the matter in contell: is above the value of five hundred pounds 
.. frerling, or upwards. 

" The Judges in this Court are to determine agreeable to 
" Equity, having rfgard neverthelefs to the Laws of England, as 
" far as the circumll:ances and prefcnt fituation of things will ad
" mit, until ruch time as proper ordinances for the information of 
" the people can be ell:ablifhed by the Governor and Council, a
u greeable to the Laws of England. 

" The French Laws and Cufioms to be allowed and admitted 
co in all caufes in this Court between the natives of the Province, 
" where the caufes of action arofe before the firfi day of October 
" one thoufJlld feven hundred and fixty four. 

" The fidt procefs in this Court to be an attachment againfl: 
cc the body. 

" An execution to go againit the body, lands, or goods of the 
cc Defendant. 

" Canadian Advocates, proctors &c. may practife in this Court • 
• , And whereas it is thought highly neceffary for the eafe, con

cc venience and happinds of all His MajeUy's loving SubjeCts, that 
" J ufl:ices of the Peace fhould be appointed for the refpeCtive 
cc difiriCts of this Province, with power of determining proper
" ty of fmall value in a fummary way, it is therefore further or
ec dained and declared, by the authority aforefaid, and full pow
., er is hereby given and granted to anyone of His Majefiy's 
.. J ufiices of the Peace, within their respective distriCts, to hear and 
" finally detel"01ine in all causes or matters of property not exceeding 
" the fum of five pounds current money of Quebec; and to any 
" two Justices of the Peace, within their refpeCtive districcs to 
c< hear and fi.nally determine in all caufes or matters of property 
" not exceedmg the fum of ten pounds faid Currency; which 
" decisions being within, and not exceeding the aforcfaid Iimita
cc tion, fhall not be liable to an appeal; and alfo full power is, 
Ie b~ the a~thority aforefaid, given and granted to any three of 
" fald Justices of the Peace to be a quorum with power of balding 
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(( qUlrter Sellions in their ref~ective di~tricts every three mouth!, 
" and also to hear and determme all cauCes and matters of pro. 
" pert~ which fhall be above the fum of ten pounds, 111d not ex
" ceedlllg thl~ty pounds current money of Quebec, with liberty of 
" appeal to ellhe~ ~arty to the Superior COUrt or Court of King's 
"Bench. And It IS hereby ordered, that tlC aforesaid Justices 
" of the Pe3ce d'J iffue their Warrants directed to the Captains 
" and other officers of the T\Ii,itia in this Province, to be by 
" them executed, until the Provost-Marshall, legally authorized 
" by His Majestv, shall arrive and other inferior officers be ap
" pointed for that purpose; all officers, civil and military or 
" other His MJjesty's loving fubj,'ct" are hereby commanded 
" and required to bl:' aiding and alli11ing to the faid Jufiices and 
" Officer~ of Militia in the due execution of thrir duty. And 
" it is fL.rther ordered and directed by the authority aforefaid, 
" that two of the laid J ullices of the Peace do fit weekly in rota
" tion, for the better regulation of the Police and other matters 
" and things in the 'fowns of Quebec and Montreal, and that the 
" names of the J ufiices who arc to fit in each week be pofied up 
" on the door of the Sellion Houfe by the Clerk of the Peace, two 
" days before their refpective days of fitting, that all perfons may 
" know to whom to apply for retlrefs." 

FUlther by another Urdiuance ef your Majesty's Governor and 
Council, dated I h" 6th day of November 1764, It is ordained, that un
til !he 10th d,IY of August next, that is, of August 1765, the tenures 
of lands, with re<pect to such grants as are prior to the Cession of Ca
nada ·0 the Crown of Great Britain by the definitive Treaty of Peace 
of February 17';3, and the rights of inheritance, as practised before that 
period, in such lands, shall remain to all intents and purposes the same, 
unless th~y shall be altered by some declared and positive Law. The 
word, of this Oldlllance relating to this subject are of the tenor following • 

.. Whereas it appears right and necessary to quiet the minds of the 
" people in regard to their pos,essiolls, and to remove every d0ubt res
" pecting the same, which may any ways tend to excite and encollrage 
" vexatious Law Suits, and until a matter of so serious and complicated 
" a nature, fraught with many and great difficulties, can be seriously 
" considered, and such measures therein taken as may appear the most 
" likely to promote the welfare and prosperity of the Province in gene
" ral, His Excellency by and with the advice and consent of His Ma
C< je~ty's Council doth hereby ordain and declare that, until the 10th 
" day of August next, the tenures of lands, in respect to such grants 
" as are prior to the Cession thereof, 'oy the definitive Treaty of Peace 
" signed at Paris the 10th day of February one thousand seven hundred 
" and sixty three, and the rights of inheritance, as practised before 
" that period, in such lands or effects, of any nature whatsoever, ac-



220 

" cording to the custom of this Country, shall remain to ~II intenU 
" and pu:poses the same, unless they shall be altered by some declared 
" and positive Law; f::.r which purpo~e the present Ordinance shall 
" ~erve as a guide and direction in all such matters to every Court of 
" Record in this Province. Provided that nothing in this Ordinance 
.. contained shall extend, or be constru(d to extend, to the prejudice of 
" the rights of the Cr<lwn, or to debar His Majesty, his Heinor Suc
" cessors, from obtaining by due course of Law in any of his Courts of 
" Record in this Province, according to the Laws of Great Britain, 
" any lands or tenements, which at any time hereafter may be found to 
" be vested in His Majesty, his Heirs or Successors and in the posses
" sion of any Grantee or Grantees, his, her, or their Assigns, or ~uch 

as claim under them by virtue of any such grants as aforesaid, or under 
.. pretence thereof; or which hereafter may be found to have become 
" forfeited to His Majesty, by breach of all or any of the conditions in 
" such grants respectively mentioned and contained." 

Bv this lattl?r Ordinance we conceive that all the lands in this Pro
vinc;, whose owners have died since the 10th day of August 1765, are 
meant to be subjected to the Engliiih Law of inheritance and the En. 
gli,h Custom of dower, and to the English Rules of forfeiture to Your 
Majesty for high Treason, or escheat to Your Majesty, or to such 
other Lord of whom they are holden, for felony or defect of heirs, and 
to all the other rulcs of the English Law relating to Land-property, 
even though the said lands had been originally granted before the 
~ignillg of the definitive Treaty of Peace; aud that all lands granted 
since the said Peace were already, at the time of making the said Ordi
nance, subject to the said English Rules and Customs, and were so to 
continue. 

By thebe two Ordinances, which have been transmitted to Your Ma. 
jest y and never disallowed, and are therefore supposed to have received 
the Sanction of Your Majelity's Royal Approbation, the Canadian Laws 
and Customs have been generally supposed to be abolished, and the En
glish Laws and Customs to have been introduced in their stead, and the 
Judgesof Your Majesty's Courts of Judicature in this Province have 
conceived themselves to be in conscience bound to administer justice 
according 10 the Laws of England. 

Besides these two Ordinances there are several other public Instru
ments and Acts of Gouvernment, by which the Laws of England are 
supposed to have been introduced into this Province. Some of these 
instrumenta are Acts of Parliament which introduce those particular 
parts of the Laws of E?gland, to which they relate, into this Province j 
and others of t~em are IOstrume~ts of a high and important nature, that 
bear the Sanction of Your Majesty's royal Authority, by which it is 
generally understood to have ~een rour Royal pleasure to abolish the 
former Laws an~ Custo~s of~hls Pr~vlnce, andforthe sake of governing 
your new Canadian Subjects In a milder and more indulgent manner than 
tbey had heretofore beeD used to, and associating and connecting them with 
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the greater par-t of your ancient and natural born Subjects of G"eat Bri
tain by the strong tie of an Union and Communion of Laws, to intro
duce the Laws (If England in their stead. These Acts of Parliament and 
other instruments of Goverument are as follows: 

The Acts of Parliament that relate to this Province are of two kind,. 
some of them are prior to the Conquest of this Province by Your Majes: 
ty's Arms in the year 1760, but extend to Your Majesty's future Ame
rican D,)minions, as well as those which belonged to the Crown of 
Great Britain at the times of paJsing them, either by express word. for 
that purpose, or by some general words th~t have been deemed Ly Your 
Majesty's Ministers and Law Officers, by just construction in Law, to 
comprehend them; and others of the said Acts have bf'en passed by 
Your Majesty's self, by I he advice and wilh the consent of your Parlia_ 
ment, since the Conquest and Cession of this Province by the Ilist ddini
live Treaty of Peace. 

The most ancient Act of Parl:amen t of the first kind that we have 
met with is that of the first of Queen Elizabeth, Chap. 1, by which 
the pretended authority of the Bishop of Rome was abolIshed through_ 
Ollt all the Dominions of England. The 16th Section of thi; Statute 
is of the following tenor: .. And to the intent that all usurped aud fo
" reign power and authority, spiritual and temporal, may for ever be 
" clearly extinguished, and never to be used Or obeyed within this 
" Realm, or any other Your Majesty'" Dominions or Countries, may it 
" please Your Highness. that it nlay be further enacted by the authori
" ty aforesaid, that no foreign prince, person, prelate, state or poten
" tate, spiritual or temporal, shall at any time afler the last day of thii 
" Ses;ion of Parliamellt, u ;e, enjoy, or exercise any manner of power, 
" jurisdiction, superiority, authOrity, pre-eminence or privilege, ~piritu
" al or t'cclesiaslical, within this Realm, or within any other Your Ma
" jesty's Dominions and Countries that now be, or hereafter .hall be; 
" but from thenceforth the same shall be clearly aboli.h~d out of this 
" Realm and all other Your Majesty's Dominions for ever; any Sta_ 
" lute, Ordinance, Custom, Constitution, or any other matter or cause 
" whats:ever to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding." 

By this Section of that Statute, and the express word~ any other 
rour Majesty's Dominions and Countriu that now be, or Im'eafter shall 
be, we humbly apprehend that all exercise of the Pope's authority, or of 
any ecclesiastical authority derived from him, is prohibited in this Pro_ 
vince as much as it is in England itself. 

The next Section of this Act of Parliament annexes all Eccbiasti
cal Jurisdiction to the Crown of England. 

The l!1th Section requires all Bishops and other ecdesiaMical per
Sllns, and all ecclesiastical Officers and Ministers, and all temporal J udg
es, Justices, Mayors, and other lay or tempo~al Officers and Min.islers, 
and every other person having the Quee~'s l'e~ or \':a.ges wllhm the 
Realm of England, or an!! other Her Hzghness DomInions, to take the 
Oath of Supremacy. 
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The 24th Section enact~, that every temporal pelson doing homage 
for his Lands to the Quep.n, her Heir, or Successors, or that shall be re
ceived into the service of the Queen, her Heirs or Successors, sh"ll take 
the same Oath. 

And the 27th Section enact" that if any person of any degree 
what3oever, dwelling within the Realm of England or in an.!! other, the 
Queen's Realms or Dominion,s, shal! ?y writing, t~ac~ing-, or preachi?g. 
maintain or defend the authorllY, spiritual or eccleSIastical, of any forelgll 
prince. prelate, person, state 01' potentale whatsoever, heretofore claimed, 
used or usurped within the Realm of England, or an.!! Dominiotl or 
Countr.!/ hting within or z;nd,r the power, domillion or oheisance of the 
Queen's HighneJS, he shall f"rfei! all hIS goods and chattels for the fmt 
cffence. 

We submit it to Your Majesty that t his Statute seems. from the 
whole complexion of it, as well as from the positive words Tour Ma
jest.!/'s Dominions that hereafter sltall he, to have been considered by 
the Legislature that passed it as an indispensable part of the general 
Policy of the English Government, and to have been intended to take 
place in every Country, that either then made or should thereafter maj.e 
a part of the Dominions of the Crown of England. 

The next Statute that we have met with of this comprehensive nature 
is the StCltute of the 15th of Charles the Second, Chap, 7, intituled, 
"' An Act for the encouragement of Trade." In the 7th Section of 
this Statute it is enacted, that after the 25th da/ of March 1664, no 
commodity of the growth or manufacture of Europe shall be imported 
into any land, island, plantation. colony, territory, or place to His 
Majesty belonging or which shall hereafter helong un/a, ar he in the pos. 
session of His Majesty, his Heirs and Successors, i,l ASia, Africa, or 
America (Tangier only excepted) but what 5hall be laden and shipped 
in England, Wales or the town of Berwick upon Tweed, and in Engli~n 
built Shipping." 

Another Statute of the same kind is the Stat. i and 8 'Viii. ITI. 
Chap. 22, intituled, " An Act for preventing Frauds and regulating 
Abuses, in the Plantation Trade ;" by which it is enacted and ordained, 
that after the 25th day of March, in the year 1698, no Goods or 
Merchandize whatsoe~"r shall ,be imported into, or exported out of 
any Colony or Plantallon to HIS Majesty in Asia, Africa, or America 
belonging, or in his possession or which mar hereafter helong Unto, or he 
in the possession of His, ilIa jesty, his Heirs or, Suceessors. in any Ship 
or ,Bottom, but what Iii or .h~ll be of the,bUlIt of England, or of the 
bUilt of Ireland, or of the bUilt of the saId Colonies or Plantations. 

And the other Acts of Parliament relating to the Trade of Your Ma
jesty's ,American Colonies, though they have not such strong p05itive 
words III them as the three, Statu~es above mentioned. yet are generally 
un~erstood to ~xtend to ~h,ls ProvlIlce as well as to Your Majesty's more 
ancient Ameflcan Dominions; and, agreeably to this opinion, )r ous 



223 

Majesty has caused a Clause to be inserted in your Commission to vour 
Govelllor in this Provinc~, directing him to take the Oath required ~o be 
taken by Governors of the Plantations to do their utnlost that Ih~ 
5e~eral Laws relating to Trade and Plantation., be duly ob,erved; and 
thIs Oath he hath accordingly taken. And Your Mrljesty', Commissio
ners of the Customs have appninted a Colleclor and Comptroller of the 
Customs, and other Officers necessary for the collection of them for 
this Port of Quebec, in order to carryall these Act& of Parliament 
into execution. 

Another Statute that we underltand to be in force in this Pro
vince, though made before the Conqueft of it and not extended 
by express words to the future dominions of the Crown of Great 
Britain is Stat. 2, 12th Ann, Chap. 18, intituled, "An "\ct for 
preferving all futh Ships and Goods thereof which {hall happen 
to be forced on ihore, or ftranded, upon the Coafts of this King
dom, or any other of her Majefty's Dominions." This Statute. 
and another of the 4th of Geo. I Chap. 12, for enforcing anel 
making the former perpetual, have been declared by Your J\,1a
jefty's Attorney and Solicitor General, in the month of June 
1767, in an opinion given by them to Your Majefty's Lords Com
miffioner. of Trade and Plantations, upon a car~ ftated to them 
by thofe Lords, to extend to Your Majefty's Plantations in Ame
rica: and no exception is made in their opinion of thofe of Your 
Majefty's Dominions in America which have been acquired fince 
the plfling of thofe Statutes. And Your Majefty's Minifters have 
transmitted the faid cafe and opinion to Your MajeHy's Governor 
of this Province, upon a fuppolition as we apprehend, that it 
extends to this Provinc.e as well as to all the others. 

Thefe are the Acts of Parliament paffed before the Conqueft 
and Ceffion of Canada, that we conceive to be in force in this 
Province by their own import and operation, and without need. 
ing any further Act of Government to introduce them. 

Some of thtfe Acts of Parliament paffed by Your Majefiy's 
felf flnce the Conqueft and Ceffion of Canada relating to this 
Province are thefe that follow: 

The firft of thde Statutes is that of the 4th year of your Ma
jefiy's reign, Chap. 11, which amongft other things, enacts, that 
fo much of an act made in the 8th year of King George the Firft, 
intituled, " an Act for giving further encouragement to the im
portation of Naval Stores, and for other purpoles therein menti
oned," as relates to the importation of wood and timber, and of 
the goods commonly called Lumber, therein particularly enume
rated, from <')y of your Majeftv's British plantations or Colonies 
in America, free from all customs and .impofitions whatsoever, 



fhall be continued, beyond the times appointed in former Acts, 
to the 29th September in the year 1771. 

In this Statute the words British plantations are generally un
derfiood to relate to this Province as well to your Majesty's other 
Colonies in America; and a copy of this Statute Ins accordingly 
been transmitted bv the Commis~ioners of your Majefiy's C1l5~ 
toms in London to' your Majesty's Collector of the Cufioms in 
this Port. 

The next Act of Parliament of this kinu is of the fame 
4th year of your Majelly's reign, chap. 19. This Statute ex
pressly relates to this Province by name, being intituled, " An 
Act fer importing Salt from Europe into the Province of Quebec, 
in America for a limited time". It enacts, " that it fhall be law
" ful for any of His Majefl:y's Subjects to carry and import 
" Salt from any part of Europe into the faid Province of Que
" bec, in America, in Britifh fhips and vessels manned and navi
" gated according to the Act of navigation; (/n.1J Lai1:, StatutI', 
" Usn!!;e, or Custum, to the contillry jn any u;ise notwithstalld
" ing." 

By these laft words it feems to be fuppo~ed that all the former 
Laws and Statutes of Great Britain relating to this ful-ject af the 
importation and exportation of goods anu Merchandize, made be
fore the conqueit of this Province, are of force in this Province 
as well as in the other British Provinces in A.nerica. 

Another Act of Parliament paffed by your Majelly, and ex
pres51y relating to this Province,. is the Statute of the fame 4th 
year of your Majefiy's reign, chapter 1.5, intituled," An Act for 
granting certain duties in the Britifh Colonies and plantations in 
America, and for other purpofes." By this Statute it is enacted, 
that certain rates and duties therein mentioned fhall be paid upon 
several {pecies of foreign goods therein enumerated, that fhall af~ 
ter the 29th day ot Sl'ptember 1764, be imported or brought in
to any colony or plantation in America, .ohich now i,', or herta{
ler nW,l1 be under the domi~ion of your Majefty, your Heirs and 
Succeuors; and thefe duties are accordingly levied and paid in 
this Province. 

Thefe are the Acts of Parliament, or at leaft fome of them 
(for pollibly there may be others which have escaped our notice) 
which by their own import and operation extend, as we conceive 
to this Province, without the help of any other inftrument 0; 
Act of Government to introduce them; and therefore fuch parts 
of the Laws of England as are contained in thefe Statutes are cer
tainly in force in this Province. being introduced :nto it by tht: 
higheft authority, that of your Majefty, or your Royal Predeces. 
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fors, in conjunction with both Houies of Parliament. The re
maining parts of the Laws of England have been introduced, or 
are generally underftood to have been introduced, by a feries of 
public instrume,nts or Acts of Government, founded on your 
Majesty's Royal Authority alone, without the concurrence of 
your Parliament. Thefe public inftruments and Acts of Govern
ment are as follows: 

The firft of thefe public inftruments is the Capitulation granted 
by Your Majefty's Gener:ll, Sir Jeffery Amherfi, to the inha
bitants of Canada at the general Surrender of the whole Country 
to Your Majefiy's Arms in the year 1760. In the 42d Article 
of this Capitulation it is defired by the French Commander, on 
the behalf of the French and Canadian inhabitants of this Pro
vince, that they {hall continue to be governed according to the 
Cuftom of Paris and tht! Laws and Ufages establifhed in this 
Country; to which it is answered by your Majesty's GeneT:!', 
that they become fubjects to the King: by which it fhould feem, 
that thefe your Majesty's new Subject!> in this Province were put 
upon the fame footing as your Majesty's other fubjects in other 
parts of your Majesty's British Dominions with resrect to the 
Laws by which they were to be governed, and the power of legis
lation that was to be exercifed over them for the time to come, 
and that the continuance or abolition of their former Laws :lnu 
cuftoms was to depend entirely upon thl:! future counfels which 
your Majefty in your royal wisdom, fhould find it expedient to 
purfue. 

The 27th article of this capitulation demands, that the free ex
ercise of the Roman Catholic religion fhall fublil1: entire, in filch 
manner that all the people £hall continue co affemble in the 
Churches and to frequent the facraments as heretofore, without 
being molefted in any manner, directly or indirectly: and then it 
goes on and demands, i~ the ieconu place, that the people fhall 
be obliged by the Enghih government to pay the Pnefis the 
Tithes and all the Taxes they were used to pay under the Go
vernment of the French King. The General's anfwer to this :lr
ticle is as follows :-" Gmnted as to the free fJ:CI'cis(' of their re
ligion. The obligation 0 f pa~!ng tilh~s to the !,~iesl~ wilt dt
pelld upon the King's plea.sllre. By th.ls anfwer It IS eVident that 
a bare toleration, or permlflion to exerclfe freely the Roman Ca
tholic Religion, without being molefted for fo doing by the exe
cution of the penal Laws of England upon that subject, is grant
ed to the Canadians, together with a reafonable ufe of their 
Churches for that purpofe, though not, as we conceive, to the 
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entire exc1uGon of your Majesty's Protestant fubje& from maTe:. 
ing ufe of the fame Churches likewife; but a legal efrablish
ment of that religion, with a right to exact their Tithes from the 
people as legal dues and not as voluntary contributions7 is refuse4 
them, until your Majesty's pleafure {ball otherwife dire~t, which 
your Majefry has not yet judged expedient to do. By this refusal 
ail thofe parts of the Canadian Laws and Ufages relating to the 
payment of Tithes and other Church dues are either aboli!hed or 
fu~pended. 

The 31st article of the fame capitulation is as follows:
"The Bi{bop !hall, in cafe of need, ell:ablilh new Pari{bes, 
,.nd plovide for the re-building of his Cathedral and his Epifcopal 
Palace; and in the mean time, he {ball have the liberty to 
dwell in the town or pari{bes as he {ball judge proper. He 
{hall be at liberty to vifit his diocese with the ordinary ceremo
nies, and exercife all the jurisdiction Which his predeceffors exer
cifed under the French Government, fave that an Oath of Fide
lity, or a promife to do nothing contrary to his Britannic Majes
ty's Service may be required of him." To this article your Ma
jesty's Gener:!l made the following anfwer ~-" This article is 
COlllpl ised under the foregoing." Now the foregoing or 30th ar~ 
ticle is directly refufed ; therefore this article must be deemed to 
be refufed likewife, and confequently by this refufal all thofe parts 
of the Canadian Laws and Cufroms that give a right to the Bifh
op of Quebec to ell:abli{b new Pari{bes, and to provide for the 
re.building of his Cathedral and his Epifcopal Palace, and to vifit 
his dioc€fe with the ordinary ceremonies, and to exercife the ju
ri/diction which had been exercised by his predeceffors under the 
French Government, are aboli{bed, and your Majefry's ecclefias
tical fupremacy is vindicated and fupported in a manner agreeable 
to that important and univerfal Statute of the Ifr ot Queen Eli
z;lbzth, above cited. 

The next public Inll:rument relating to the condition ot this 
Province is the definitive Treaty of Peace, concluded at Paris on 
the 10th day of February 1763. In the fourth Article of this 
Treaty it is declared, that Your M~jell:y will give the mofr ef
fectual orders ,that you~ new. ~oman Catholic fubjects. may pro
fcf~ the worfhlp of their reltglOn according to the Rites of the 
R~man Church, as {ar as the Lrl(L'S of Great Britain permit. By 
tIllS reference to the Laws of Great Britain it {bould seem to 
have been Your Majefry's intention, that thore Laws {bould be 
the fundamental rule of Government in this Province. 

The next public Infrrument relating to this fubjecc, and upon 
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~hich gloeat firers has been laid by all Your Majefiy's Britilh fub. 
JeCts, that .have resorted to this Province, is Your Majell:y's Royal 
Proclamation of the 7th of October 1763, which feems to have 
had principally in view the profit and advantages that might ac
~rue to Your ~Iajefiy's Briri!h fubjects by reforting to, or fettling 
111, the Co.u~tfles that had lately been ceded to Your Majelty by 
the denDluve Treaty of Peace. Dy this very folemn and im
portant Infirument, paffed under Your Majeily's Great Seal of 
Great Britain, it is declared that, " Your Majell:y being defirous 
" that all Your Maje!l.y's loving fubjects, as well of your King
" doms as your Colonies in America, may avail themfelves, with 
" all convenient speed, of the great benefits and advantages that 
" mufi aCCl'Ue from the great and valuable acquifitions lately ce
ce ded to Your Majefiy in America, to their commerce, manufac
" tures and navigation, has thought fit, with the advice of Your 
" Privy Council, to erect four new Governments, to be fiiled and 
" called by the names of Quebec, Eafi Florida, Wefi Florida, 
" and Grenada; and that, as it will greatly contribute to the 
" fpeedy fcttling the faid new Governments, that Your Maje!l:y's 
" loving fubjects !hould be informed of Your Maje!l:y's pattrnal 
" care for the fecurity of the liberty and properties of thofe who 
" are or {hall become inhabitants thereof; Your Majelty hath 
" thought fit to publifh and declare, by that Your Majeily's Pro
n clamation, that Your Majefiy has, in the Lttters Patent under 
" the Great Seal of Great Britain by which the faid Govern
" ments are confiituted, given exprefs power and directions to 
" your Governors in the faid new Colonies, that, so foon a, tht
" nate and circum fiances of the faid Colonie. will admit thereof, 
" they !hall, with the ad vice and conlent of the members of Y ollr 
" Majefiy's Councils, fummon and call General Affemb!ies with. 
" in the faid Governments, in fuch manner and furm as is uled 
" and direCl::ed in thofe Colonies and Provinces in America which 
" are under Your Maje!l:y's immediate Government; and that 
" Your MajeLly has alfo given ~owe~s t.o the fa.id Governors, 
" with the confent of Your MaJefiy s fald Councils and Repre. 
" fentatives so to be fummoned as aforefaid, to make, constitute, 
" and ordai~ Laws, Statutes, and Ordmances for the public pl!ace, 
" welfare and good government of Your Majelty's [aid Colonies, 
" and of the people and inhabitants thereof, as near as may be to 
" the Laws of England, and under such regulations and rell:ric
" tions as are ufed in other Colonies." 

And then it is further declared in Your Majefiy's [aid Procla
mation, " that in the mean time, and until fuch Aifemb~es can 
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" be cal1ed as aforefaid, all perfons inhabiting or ref orting to 
" Your Majell:y's faid Colonies may confide ill } 'Our Jlfcyesty'£ 
" ROljal protection for the enjoyment of the benefit of the Laws 
" of Your Realm of England,. and that for that purpofe Your 
" Majell:y had given power under the Great Seal to the Gover
" nors of Your M:.jell:y's faid new Colonies, to erect and conlli
" tute, with the advice of Your Majell:y's faid Councils refpecti
" vely, Courts of Judicature and Public Jull:ice within the faid 
" Colonies for the hearing and determining all caufes, as well eri
C< minal as civil, according to law and equity, and, as near as 
" may be, agreeably to the Laws of England, with lib~rty to all 
" perfons who may think themfelves aggrieved by the fentence 
" of fuch Courts, in all civil cafes, to appeal, under the ufual li~ 
" mitations and refl:rictions to Your Majefty in Your Privy 
" Council." 

These are the words of Your Majefty's faid Proclamation, and 
by them Your Majefty's Britifh fubjects in this Province declare, 
that they have always underftood that the Laws of England have 
been introduced into this Province, and that it was Your Majes
ty's intention to affimilate the Laws and Civil Government of it 
(0 thofe of the othel' American Colonies and Provinces, which 
are under Your Majelly's immediate government, and not to con
tinue the municipal Laws and Cufl:oms by which the conquered 
Feople had heretofore been governed. And through a confidence 
in this Procl::mation, underftood in this fenfe, they fay, they have 
quitted their native country to come and fettle in this Province, 
expecting to change only their climate by fuch removal in purfuit 
of commercial advantages, and not to become fubject to the Laws 
of the conquered people, with which they are wholly unacquaint
ed, and againfl: which (though perhaps without reafon) they en
tertain (hong prejudices. 

And in this fense was this Proclamation underll:ood aHo by 
Y ollr Majelly's late Governor of this Province and his Council, 
who diu not, in making the important Ordinance above mention
ed, of the 17th of September 1764, tOnceive themfelves to be 
over~urning ~ll the ancient Laws and ~llftoms of this Country, 
and Illtroducmg the La~s of England III their ll:ead, but meant 
only to erect and conftltute Courts of Judicature to adminill:er a 
iYft.em of Laws a~ready in being, to wit, the Laws of England, 
which they conceive to have been already introduced there by the 
words of Your Majefty's Proclamation. And in this fenfe like
wife, Your Majefty's Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Planta
tions, in the month of September 1765, underll:ood thefe words 
in Your Majefty's Prodamation; for in the 7th and last Article 
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of a Report made by the faid Lords Commiffioners, upon certain 
Memorials and Petitions from Your Majesty's fubjeCl:s in this 
Province, complaining of the Ordinances and Proceedings of the 
Governor and Council of this Province, and of the then pre
fent establishment of the Courts of Judicature and other Civil 
Constitutions, of the Lords of the Committee of Your Majes
ty's Privy Council for plantation affairs, dated on the 2nd day 
of September in the faid year, the filid Lords Commiffioners of 
Trade propofe, t!.at ill aU casts ,,/il re "igltts or clair:s are found
ed on erenis prior to the C01lquest of Ca11ada, the sel:eral Courts 
shall be go~., rnfd in t/u;y In'oeft'di11gs by the French usages alld 
cllstoms whIch hllve luretofore IWft'ailrt/ ill "fspert (0 wclt pro
per~lj; from which words it appears plainly that the:ir Lordships 
understood that in all cafes, where rights and claims are founded 
on events posterior to the faid Conquest, the feveral Courts of 
Justice were to be governeu by the Englifh Laws, and that their 
Lordfhips were folicitous to make an exprefs provifion, that this 
general rule of deciding c;lfes according to the Englifh Laws, 
fhould not be applied to fuch caufes as were founued on events 
that were prior to the faid Conquest, in which cafes it woulu be 
P1anifestly unjust. 

We know at the fame time that Your Majesty's Attorney and 
Solicitor General, in the following month of April 1766, undn
stood the words of Your Majesty's Royal Proclamation in a more 
confined [cnfe, as being illtroduCl:ive of only fome felcel: parts of 
the Laws of England, that were more particularly beneficial to 
Your Majesty's Englifh fubjeCls, and not of the whole body of 
thofe Laws. This they tock to be the true import of thefe words 
in Your Majel1y's Proclamation above mentioned, 'hf el~i(~ljment 
of the bel1~fil of the Laws of England; and they were of opinion 
that the Criminal I .. aws of England were almost the only Laws 
that came under that defcription; and that the Laws of England 
relating to defcent, alienation, fettlements and incumbrances of 
real e'tates, and to the distribution of perfonal property in cafe of 
intestacy, were certainly not comprehended under it. 'Vhet~ler 
this or the former way of interpreting this part of Your MajeS
ty's Proclamation is the true one, belongs only to Your. Majesty 
to determine, according to the ancient Rule of Law laid down 
by the celebrated Lawyer Bracton, that " cu.ius 1.,[ ~ondl'l'e, 
('.i'lS est interprtlari." All that we prefume to d? on, th'~ occa
fion is to lay before Your Majefty a full and plam h,ftorJCal ac
count of the feveral Public Inftruments and ACl:s of Government 
by which the Laws of England have either been introduced, or 
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imagine4 to be introduced, into this Province in lieu of thofe 
Laws and cuftoms which were obferved in it heretofore. 

The next Public Inftrument of this kind is Your Majefty's 
Commiffion to General Murray, in the year ) 764, to he Vice
Admiral, Commiifary and Deputy in the Office of Vice-Admiral
ty in the Province of Quebec. This is a Judicial Commiffion, 
by which the faid General was empowered to enquire, by the 
Oaths of honeft and lawful men of the faid Province, of all and 
{ingular matters and things which of right, and by the Statutes, 
Laws, Ordinances and Cufioms, anciently obferved, were wont 
anll ought to be enquired after; and of wreck of the fea; and 
of goods of felons of themfelves; and likewife of goods waived, 
flotfon, jetfon, ligan, deodans, derelicts and other cafualties upon 
the fea,or fea coafi, or frelh water Rivers, as far as the tide flows; 
and alfo of anchorage, lafiage, ballafi, and fi£h Royal, anciently 
by right or cuftom belonging to Your Majefiy, and to arrefi, or 
caufe to be arrefied, according to the Civil and Maritinw Laws and 
ancient cuftoms of Your Majefty's Court of Admiralty, all lhips, 
perfons and merchandizes for caufes arifing within the Maritime 
Jurisdiction, and to hear and determine the faid' caufes, with all 
the matters incident thereunto, according to the Laws and cus
toms aforefaid; and to fine, chastile and imprifon within any of 
the Goals of the Province the parties that shall be found guilty, 
according to the rights, Statutes, Laws, Ordinances and Cus
toms anciently obterved. 

By this Commiffion it is evident your Majefiy has introducep, 
int') this Province, all the Laws of your Majefty's Englilh Court 
of Admiralty, in lieu of the French Laws and Cuftoms by which 
Maritime Caufes were decided in the time of the French Govern
ment. 

The next Public Infirument relating to this fubject is your Ma
jcfiy's Commiffion to General Murray, in the year 1764, to be 
Captain General and Governor in Chief, in and over this yOUl'" 
i\1ajefty's Province of Quebec. This CommiiIion, and the ins
tructions, that accompanied it, feem every where to pre-suppofe 
that the Laws of England were in force in this Province, be
ing full allufions and references to thofe Laws on a variety of diffe~ 
rent fubjects, and not containing the leafi intimation of a faving 
of any Part of the Laws and Cuftoms that prevailed here in the 
time of the French Government. 

It leems as if your Majefiy had been of opinion, that by the re
fufal of General Amherst, to grant to Canadians the continuance 
of their Ancient Laws and ufages, and by the reference made in 
the fot:rth Article of the defin~tive Treaty of Peace to the Laws of 
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Great-Britain, as the meafure of the indulgence intended to he 
fhewn them with refpect to the exercife of their religion, fufficient 
notice had been given to the conquered inhabitants of this Pro
vince, that it was your Majefty's Pleafure, that they fhould be 
governed for the future according to the Laws of England, and 
that they, after being thus apprized of your Majefty's intention, 
had confented to be fo governed, and had teftified their f.1id con
fent by continuing to refide in the Country and taking the Oath 
of allegiance to your Majefty, when they might have withdrawn 
themfelves from the Province, with all their effects and the pro
duce of the Sale of their Eftates, within the eighteen months al
lowed by your Majefty for that purpofe. 

Thefe are tbe Pubhc inftruments by which it is generally fup
pofed, by thole who have perused them, that the Laws of England 
have been introducetl into this Province. But as your Majefty's 
Royal Proclamation above mentioned, and your Commiffion to 
General Murray to be Governor in Chief of this Province, have 
never been publilhed here in the French language, and as the 
Provincial Ordinances above mentioned of the 17th of September 
and the 6th of November 176-1-, which have been publiilled here 
in the French language, have mentioned this change in the Laws 
in very concile and general terms, without fpecifying or defcrib
ing any of the Laws of England that were thereby introduced, 
the greateft part of your Majefty's new fubjects remain ignorant of 
the e.dent of the change to this hour, and imagine that their an
cient Laws and ufages are in mallY points ftill in force. Tlley ftill 
divide their lands upon an inheritance in the fame m~nner ;)s be
fore the Conquefi ; their widows are admitted to the [lme illJreS 
of them as before, without any regard to the Engliill rule of 
dower, which differs widely from that of the French Law; and 
the perfonal Efiates of perfons who die intefl:ate are diftributcd at 
their deceafe according to the rules of the French Law, which are 
f.omewhat different (though not very grfatly, a~ we are informed) 
flom thofe of the Englifh Statute of difiributions ; and the dis
t,ibutions of their perfonal Eftates have likewife been made for the 
most part by perfons authorized thereunto in the manner that WJS 

ufual under the French Government, and not by receiving letters 
of adminifiration from your Majefty's Governor of the Province 
in the manner directed by your Majefty's inftructions. FortunJ
tely for the Peace of the Province no litigations have yet ari/en in 
any of your Majefty's Courts of Jufiice to give occaiion to deci
fions that would make them acquainted with the change of the 
Laws in thefe particulars, which would probably create a great 
~eal of uneafiness. E e 4 



Yet upon the deceafe of your Majefty's Britilh fubjects in this· 
Province, their relations have taken out letters of adminiftration 
from the Governor of the Province, agreeably to your Majefty's 
infiruction for that purpofe, and, as we believe, have followed 
the Englifh rule of difiribution, and fome few, but very few, of 
your Majefiy's new fubjects have likewife taken out letters of ad. 
minifiration in the fame manner, but have followed, as we be
lieve, the rules of the French Law, with refpect to the difiributi
on of the effects. We humbly apprehend that this diverfity in 
the practice of your Maje/ly's fubjects in this Province, may here
after be the occafion of fome confufion, though happily no bad 
confequences have hitherto followed from it. 

There has likewife been a diverfity in the practice of your Majes. 
ty's old and new fubjeCl:s with refpect to the manner of conveying 
and mortgaging landed property. Your Majefiy's Britifh fubjects 
have bought and fold lands and houfes by infiruments drawn up 
by Englifh Lawyers, according to the Englilh modes of convey
:mcing ; and your Majefty's Canadian fubjects have employed 
Canadian Notaries or Scriveners, for the fame purpofes, who have 
followed the French forms of conveyancing made ufe of before the 
Conqueft. And it has often happened that the fame lands and 
houfe3 have been fold and bought and mortgaged by both French 
and Englifh conveyances, as they have paffed into the hands of 
Canadian or Britifh Proprietors. This alfo, we conceive, may 
hereafter be productive of fome confufion. Leafes have likewife 
been made of lands near Quebec for twenty-years by the Society 
ofJefuits in this Province, though by the French Law they can 
only be made for nine years. This has been done upon a fup
pofition that the refiraints upon the power of leafing lands impo
fed upon the owners of them by the Cufiom of Paris, of which 
this is one, have no longer any legal exiftence. Upon the fame 
principle many owners ofSeigniories, Canadians as well as Englifh
men, have made grants of uncleared land upon their Seigniories 
for higher Quit-Rents, than they were allowed to take in the time 
of the French Government, without regard to a rule or cuftom 
that was in force at the time of the Conquefi, that refirains them 
in this particular. And as the Seigniors transgress the French 
Laws in this refpect, upon a fuppofition that they are abolifhed 
or fuperfeded by the Laws of England, fo the Freeholders, or 
Peaf:mts, of the Province trangress them in other infiances upon 
the fame fuppofition. For example, there was a Law mlde by 
the French King concerning the Lands of this Province, ordain
ing, that no ~an fhould build a new dweUing Houfe in the 
country (that IS, out of the Towns and Villages) without having 
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(ixty French ArpPnts or about fifty Englilh Acres of land ad. 
joining to it, and th3t, if upon the death of a Freeholder and the 
partition of his lands amongfi his Sons, the fhare of each Son came 
to less than the faid iixty J\rpents of land, the whole was to be 
f~l~, and th,e ~oney produced by the fale divided amongst the 
Children. fhls was Intended to prevent the Children from fet
tling; themfclves in a Jupine and indolent manner upon their little 
portIOns of land, which were not fufficient to maintain them, and 
to oblige them to fet about clearing new land~ (of which they had 
a right to demand of the Seignors fufficient qualltities at very eafy 
quit rents) by whidl means they would provide better for theil' 
own maintenance, and become more ufdul to the public. But 
now this Law is entirely difregarded, and the Children of the 
Freeholders all over the Province, fettle upon their little portions 
of their fathers' land, of thirty or twenty, and fometimes only 
ten Acres, and build little huts upon them, as if no fuch Law had 
e\'er been known here; and when they are reminded of it by 
their Seigniors, and exhorted to take and clear new tracts of iand, 
they reply that they underfiand that by the Englifh Law every 
man may build a Houfe upon his own land whenever he pleares, 
let the fize of it be ever fa fmall. This is an unfortunate practice, 
and contributes very milch to the great increafe of idleness, 
drunkenness and beggary, which is too \'ifible in this Province. 

Further, many perions who have purchafed Seigniories in this 
Province, and amongft them fome Canadians, have hitherto de
clined paying to YOl.:r Majefty's Receiver General the Mutation 
fine, or Gfth part of th~ purchase money, due to your Majefty up
on the admiffion of every new Seignior by the Cufiom of Paris. 
The Englifh purcha5ers fay that this, being part of the Cull:om of 
Paris, is now abolifhed by the introduction of the Laws of Eng
land. and the Canadian Seigniors f.y that it is not due to your 
Majell:y till they have been regu:arly invefied with, or put in pos
seffion of, their Seigniories, with all the rights and jurisdiCtions 
thereunto belonging, by your Majefty's officers of Government, 
and have been admitted to take the Oath of Fealty and perform 
the Ceremony of homage to your Majefty, for the fdid lanus, 
which has not hitherto been done. 

Thtls it appears that in mal1Y refpects the Canadiam apprehend 
the Laws of England to be in force in this Province, and that 
they endeavour to apply them and put them in prac~ice whenever 
they take them to be for their advantage; though in other points, 
and particularly in thofe of inheritance an~ d?wer, and the dis
triblltion of the effects of perfons who the Intefiate, they have 
univerfally adhered to tl1\:ir fonner Laws and ufages. 
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In criminal proceedings the Canadians as well as Englilh uni~ 
v.erfally fuppofe these laws to be in force. No others are ever men
tioned or thought of; and the Canadians [eem to be very well fa
lisfied with them. 

And in all civil proceedings carried on in the fuperior Court, or 
Court of King's Bench, the forms of all actions, the f!:ile of the 
pleading. used in them, the method of trial, and the rules of 
Evidence are th0fe which are prescribed by the Englifh Law, and 
arc univerfally known by (he Canadians to be fo. 

Iu the Court of Common Pleas the proceedings are drawn up in 
any form and fiile that the parties, or their Advocates, think pro
per, and fometimes in the French and sometimes in the Englifil 
language, as the Attornies IV ho prepare them happen to be Cana
dians or Englilhmen ; and for this reafon they are oftenest in the 
French language, most of the bufiness in this Court being mana
ged by Camdian Attornies. 

Arrefis of the body for debt are ured in tha firf!: in fiance, both 
llpon [uits in the Court of King's Bench and fuits in the Court of 
Common Pleas, and even upon fuits inf!:ituted before J ufiices of 
the Peace. This is p_rt of the Englifh Law, that a good deal 
furprized and alarmed the Canadians upon its firf!: incroduction, 
as it carried an appearance of much greater feverity than was 
practifed under their own Laws, which allowed of imprifonment 
only in Criminal proceedings and in rome few Civil Suits ground
ed on bills of Exchange, or other infiruments of a Commercial 
nature, and then only in execution of a Judgement of the Court, 
and not in the beginning of the fuit ; but now they are grown 
accultomed to this way of proceeding, and frequently put it i~ 
praCtice againfi each other: and many pedons of good fenfe and 
character, of both nations, are of opinion that, confidering the 
great credit that has been given by Perfons in Trade in this Pro
"\'ince, and the knavifh and trickilh difpofition that has appeared 
in many of thofe to whom it has been given, there is no other 
method of proceeding by which the Creditors can hope to obtain 
payment of their debts. This is more especially the opinion of 
your M.jefiy's Britilh Subjects that are concerned in Trade in 
this Province, many of whom objected fome time finct: to the 
execution of even a part of the Englilh Law itfelf, to wit that 
part of it which relates to Commiffions of bankruptcy, u;on a 
suppofition of its being too indulgent to debtol'S to be ufeful in 
th~s Provinc," ; yet other ,rerfons ar: of a different opinion, and 
thlllk arrefis .of t~e. bodf m the fi~f!: mfian.ce an unnece{fary piece 
of harfhness III CI\'l1 SUits, and Willi that It were reftrained • and . , . 
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to this opinion we humbly fubmit it to your Majelly that we al'e 
o,urfelves inclined. 

This is, as we conceive, a faithful reprefemation of the pre
fent fiate of the Laws in this Province, and of the Public Infiru
ments and Acts of Government upon which it is founded. We 
now beg leave to lay before your Majefiy certain doubts that have 
arifen, and may arife, concerning the validity of thofe Infirumellts, 
and the extent of their legal operation, 

We thall fay nothing concerning the validity of your Majefiy's 
Proclamation of the ith of October 1 iG3, and the high legis
lative authority which your Majefl:y has therein thought proper 
to exercife with respect to your Majefl:y's new Colonies, though 
there are perfons who think that this branch of your Majefiy's 
Royal prerogative ought rather to have been exercifed in con
junction with both Houfes of Parliament: but we thould fuppofe 
that what your Majefl:y has thought fit to do in this respect by 
the advice of your Majefl:y's Privy Council mufi be legal, and 
confequemlY that the operation of the words above cited from 
your Majesty's faid Proclamation is complete and incontefiable 
fo far as the true meaning of them can be ascertained. But if 
your Majefl:y in your royal wisdo~ fhould interpret them in a 
different fense from that in which they have been generally un
derfiood, and fhould declare that they were not meant to intro
duce the whole body ot the Laws of England that were not in 
their nature local, but only to introduce fome particular parts of 
them that were more immediately benellcial to your Majefiy's 
Subjects, agreeably to the fenfe in which they were underfiood 
by your Majefl:y's Attorney and Solicitor General, in April 
I iG6; or, if your Majefl:y f'nollid declare that they were not 
meant to introduce immediately any part of the Laws of Eng
land into thofe Provinces, but only to promife and aff"ure your 
Majefiv's Britifh Subjects that your Majefiy would, in due time 
and place, and by particular and express promulgations, intro
duce fome f"eJect parts of the Laws of England, that were more 
immediately conducive to their welfare and fatisfaction; in either 
of thefe cales we beg leave to fubmit it to your Majel1:y's confi
deration, whether the Ordinances above m(ntioned, of the 17th 
of September and the 6th of November, can be deemed of fuffi
c'ient validitv to introduce any part of the L:l\vS of England that 
'Yere not al;eady clhblifhed by your Maj~l1:y's faid Proclamation. 
011r reafons for doubting this are as follows. 

Your Majefiy by your Commiilion to General Murray, dated 
the 21st day of Nove,?ber !n the ~th yea.r of your Majelly's 
r.eign, to be Governor In Clllef of thiS Province, was pleafed to 
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delegate unto him certain limited legislative authority, to be ex- . 
ercii'eu by him by and with the advice and con{ent of your Ma
je£1:y's Council of the Province, and of the general Aifembly of 
the Freeho!ders and Planters in the fame, therein directed by 
your Maje£1:y to be fummoned; to wit: an authority to make, 
confiitute and ordain Laws, Statutes and Ordinances for th(' public 
peace, welfare, and good Government of the faid Province, not 
)'epugnant, bur, as near as may be, agreeable to the Laws and 
Statutes of your Majefiy's Kingdom of Great Britain. But 
your Majefiy did not in any part of the faid Commtffion delegate 
eith('f this or any other legislative power to your faid Governor 
to be exercifed by him with the advice and confent of the Coun
cil only, without the concurrence of an Affembly. Now no As
fembly of the Freeholders and Planters has hitherto been fum
moned ; confeqnently all the Ordinances that have hitherto been 
made, fo far as they have a legislative tendency, have been made 
without any Warrant or authority from your Majefry's Commis
fion to your Governor, and perhaps may, upon that account, be 
justly contended to be null and void. 

If this be 10, the words in the Ordinance of the 17th of Sep
tember 1764, which direct the Court of King's Bench to deter
mine all Civil and Criminal Cau(es agreeably to the Laws of Eng
land, and the other words of that Ordinance, and of the Ordi
nance of the 6th of November following, which purport to in
troduce the Laws of England into this Province, can have no 
legal operation to change the Laws which were then fubfifring in 
the Country; and the Ordinance of the 17th of September must 
be confidered only as an Executive Act of Government, erecting 
and confrituting Courts of Judicature in the Province for the Ad
miniftration of the Laws in being, whatever thofe Laws might be ; 
and in this view it is certainly a legal and valid Ordinance, becaufe 
your Majefiy had, by an express Claufe in your Commiffion a
fore[aid, given your laid Governor full power to erect fuch Courts 
with the advice and con[ent of the Council only. 

It is true indeed that your Majefiy did give a private inftruction 
to your late Governor, plJrporting to communicate to him a cer
tain degree of legiflative authority to be exercifed by him, by 
and ~ith the cont~nt of the Council only, without any Affembly; 
to WIt, an aut/wnty to make slIch rules and regulations as shalt 
appear to be necessar.lj jor the peace, order and good Government or the said Province, tlIking care that nothing be passed or done 
that. shall any wa.lj~ tend ~o affect the. life, limb or liberty of lhe 
sub)fct, or to the l1nposmr; an.1/ duties or taxes. But we fubmit 
it to your Majefry's confideration, whether a power of this kind 
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can be communicated by any other inll:rument than Letters Pa
tent under your Majefiy's Great S~al of Great Britain, publicI, 
read and notified to the people, to the end that the Acts don'p' 
by virtue of them mly have a jull: claim to their obedience; for 
otherwife they may alledge that they are faithful and loyal fubjects 
to your ~Iajeny, and ready to pay obedience to every thing that 
your l\'raJefiy's [elf illall ordain, ~nd likewife to every thing that 
fual! be ordained by your Majefiy's Governor by virtue of powers 
properly communicateu to him by your Majell:y, that confequcnt
Iy they wiil obey him in every thing he {hall do by virtue of the 
powers conveyed to him in your l'Lljefiy's Commiffion, which has 
been publicly read to them; but that in the things not warranted 
by the faid Commillion, but [aid to be done in purfuance of cer
tain private infiructions that have not been made knolVn to them, 
and which they are therefore uncertain whether he has received 
or not, they cannot prefume that he acts by your Majefly's au
thority, and therefore are not bound to obey him, For this rea
fon we humbly apprehend, that the pri\'ate inll:ruction before 
mf'ntioned cannot have legally conveyed to your Majell:y's Go
vernor and Council the Legiflative authority mentioned in it, 
fmall and narrow as it is. 

But [econuly, if a private infiruction fhoulu be deemed to be a le
gal method of communicating a Legiflative authority, yet the pow
er conveyed to the Governor and Council of thi. Province, by the 
instructions above mentioned, is much too confineu an authority to 
warrant the general introduction of the Englifll Laws, p:lrticularly 
of the Criminal Laws, which all affect either life, or limb or liber
ty; and the Process of Arrefis of the body in Civil Suits for debt 
and tress pass ; and the power of committing perfons to prifon fLlr 
contempts of Court committed in the prefence of your MajeH:y's 
Judges; and that of granting attachments of the body for difo
bedience or refi!1:ance ro the Orders of your 1\IJjeny's Superior 
Courts of Judicature, when fuch Acts of difobcdience or relis
tanee are committed out of Court; which ail immediately affect 
the perfonalliberty of your Majefiy's fubjeets in this Pro\ince. 

Thefe are the re3ions upon which, we conceive, the iegality of 
the introduction of the Laws of England into this Province by 
the Provincial Ordinances above mentioned may be called in 
queftion. 

But there rea[ons have no relation to the other high infiru
ments of Government by which thefe Laws may be fuppofed to 
have been introduced here, n:lmely, the Articles of Capitlllati:m 
in 1760, the 4.th Article of the definitive Treaty of Peace, and 
your Majefiy's Royal Procbmaricll of the 7th of October 1 i63. 
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If thefe infl:ruments have introduced the Laws ot England, ther 
may have a legal exifl:ence in this Province, notwithitanding the 
want of legal authority in the two Provincial Or~inances above 
mentioned. But if your Majefl:y fhould determme that thefe 
infl:ruments have not in~roduced the Laws of England into this 
Province, then, as we conceive, it will follow, that the whole 
body of thofe Laws has not yet been legally introduced into it, 
but thac thofe parts only of the Laws of England have a legal ex
ifl:ence in this Province, which are contained in the Acts of Par
liament above mentioned, which by their own import and ope
ration, and without needing any new infl:rument of Governmelit 
to introduce them, extend to all your Majefl:y's Domi-nions in 
America. 

We will now proceed to lay before your Majefl:y the principal 
inconveniencies under which the Canadians labour from the pre
fent fl:ate of the Laws and methods of adminiftering Juftice in 
this Province. 

The firfl: and greatefl: inconvenience ari/ing from the prefent 
flate of the Laws in this Province is the uncertainty of them, and 
the doubts that are entertained concerning the legal continuance 
of the ancient Laws and Cufl:oms that were obferved here in the 
time of the French Government. This is a cause of great un
eafiness and anxiety to perfons of both nations in many of the or
dinary tranfactions of life; in fo much that it would be a great 
improvemem of the condition of the Province, if either the Eng
lifh I,aws, or the old Laws and Cuftoms of the Country, were 
eftablifhed bv fome new act of the Government, conceived in the 
mofl: clear a~d pofitive words that can be made ufe of, with an 
express exC\ufion or abolition of the other Laws, which may be 
imagined to have hitherto been in force. For by this declal"ation 
in favor of either of the fyfl:ems, your Majefl:y's Subjects would 
know what they had to expect for themfelves and their families 
with respect to their inheritances, purchafes, mortgages, Con
tracts and other Civil rights and privileges from the operation of 
the Laws; and would in confequence thereof proceed to make fuch 
regulations of their affairs by particular agreements and fettle
ments and by their laft Wills and Teftaments, as would protect 
them againfl: the inconveniences, which they might apprehend 
themfelves to be expofed to from fuch parts of the ell:ablifhed 
fy~em ?f Laws as they did nO.t appr?ve. We do not mean by 
thIS to lOfinuate, that fuch an Immediate eftablifhment of one of 
thefe fyftem. of Law, to the entire and exprefs abolition and ex
clufion. of the. otI:er, would be the berl: remedy that could 
be applIed to thiS eVIl; but only to reprefent to your Ma jeily 
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idea of the greltnes~ of this inconvenience, fince even fuch a 
cure would be defir:lble. \Vlut is the oel1: remcdy that can be 
applied to this evil is, as we conceive, a point of the greatest dif
ficulty, and fit only to be determined by the wisdom of vour Ma
jel1:y's Councils, though in obedience to your Majel1:y's C~mma!Jds. 
we {hall humbly fuggefl: to your Majesty, in the fublequent part 
of this report, fome of the ditfaent methods that, as we appre
hend, may Le taken for this purpofe, with the advanta::;es and 
difadvantlges with which they will be refpcctively attended: Dut 
before we proceed to conllder this arduous fubject, w,' beg leave 
to lay before your Majei1y fome other and much fmaller incon
veniencies ariling from the present ftate of the ('ourts in this 
Province, together with a Plan for the \Idminiftration of J ul1ice 
for the time to come, which we humbly conceive to be likely in a 
great meafure to remove them. 

These inconveniencies are the expenfiveness of Law proceed
ings which is confiderably greater than in the time of the Frencll 
Government, the tediousness of them, and the severity of the 
prefent method of proceeding in Civil Suits by arrei1ing and im
priConing the defendmt's body. 

The Expenfes attending Law Suits arife cviuently from two 
different fourees, the fees of the officers of the Courts of J ufl:ice, 
and thofe of the Attornies and Advocates whom the parties em
ploy in the managL'ment of their caufes. The former are capable <Jf 
being properly regulated, a, the perfons to whom they are due are 
all fervants to your Majel1y, and under the immediate controul of 
your Majel1y's Governor and Council; and measures have been 
already taken to eale your l\i:!jefty's fubj~Lts in this Province of 
fome part of theCe fees; your Majel1y's chief Jul1ice and Clerk 
of the Crown have remitted thufe that ufed to be taken by 
them in the fupreme Court, and those of the Attorney Ge
neral for the conduct of Criminal ProCecutions have always been 
charged to your Majefty : and if thofe which are t .• ken by the 
Clerk of the fupreme Court for the Civil bufinefs that is tranJacteu 
there, and by the Provoft Marshal, or Sheriff, and hi, bailiffs, for 
their fummonfes, an-efts and other millitlerial bulinds done by 
them in the courf~ of the proceeding~, and thofe which are taken 
in the Court of Common Pleas, or the quarterly and weekly 
Courts of the J ul1ices of Peace, by the feveral oiliers of thole 
Courts, are found to b~ unreaConable, it will be eafy to reduce 
them to a more moderate ftandard by a provincial Ordinance for 
that purpofe, if your Majefty will condefcend to make fuch a 
reafonable addition to the falaries of thele feveral officers as null 
be a compenfation for fuch diminution of their fees. The otller 
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expenfiveness of Law Suits is the rate of the fees of the Attornies 
and Advocates. Thefe fees, it i5 evident, are not capable of a 
like reduction with the former, bJt muft alwaY5 be {uch as the 
parties and their Lawyers fhall agree upon; fince it is the naturaJ 
right of every man to fet what price he pleafes upon his labour. 
All that can be done to keep thofe fees from growing exorbitant 
is to prevent a monolopy of law bufine5s in the hands of a few 
lawyers, who might thereby be enabled to exact unre:afonable l·e
wards from their clients, by the neceffity the people would be un
der of either employing them upon the terms they thought pro
per to demand, or letting their bufiness remain undone: and this 
has been already done by your Majdly's wisdom and indulgence 
in permitting Canadian Notaries, Attornies and Advocates to prac
tife their refpective profefIions notwithftanding their continuance 
in the profeffion of the Romifh religion. 

Yet when every thing is done that can be done to diminifh the 
Expenfe of Law proceedings, it is probable that they will frill be 
more expenfive than in tht: time of the French Government; which 
ought not to be a matter of furprize, fince the prices of corn and 
provilions, and of all forts of labour, are almoft double of what 
they were at that time. 

The next inconvenience arising from the present establishment of the 
Courts of Judicature complained of by the Canadians is the tediol1s 
length of Law Suits: this is owing to the un frequency of the terms 01· 

Sessions of the Supreme COllrt of Judicature, and of the Court of 
Common Pleas, which sit only three times a year at Quebec and twice 
at Montreal. In the time of the French Government there were three 
Royal Courts in the three several districts of Quebec, Three Rivers and 
Montleal, vested with full power to determine all matters both Criminal 
and Civil: in each of these Courts a Judge appointed by the French 
King administered Justice, and a King's Attorney prosecuted on behalf 
of the Crown: and they used for that purpose to h,)ld two Courts in 
every week throughout the year, except about six weeks in the months 
of September and Octc,ber, and a fortnight at Easter: and besides these 
Courts '. eld r('gu1a~ly every week, they would sit on other days of the 
week, If the buslllcss before them made it necessary. From these 
Courts there lay an appeal to the highest Court of the Province which 
was called the Superior Council; and this high Court also sa't every 
week: so that the dIfference between the expeditious methods of ob
taining Justice in the time of the French Goverllment, and the &Iowness 
of the proceedings u~on the p~esent establishment, is very striking in 
the eyes of the CanadIans, and IS esteemed a very considerable inconve. 
nience. 

Besides the.mnal ill.consequences arising from the want of dispatch in 
Law proceedl~gs. thiS unfrequenc.y ~f the Sessions of the Superior 
Courts of J lldlcature has been a prmclpal cause of the increase of the 
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fees of the Canadian Attornies and Advocates; for, as their opportuni
ties of pleading causes happen 50 mu(.h sclclomer than formerly, they 
endeavour to make up, by the vallie of the Fees they now receive in the 
three Sessions of the Court of Common Pleas, the advantages ther 
formrrly dt'rived from the number of them, in the time that the Frencb 
King's Courts sat every week. 

There is indeed in the pre;ent establishment a Court of Jnstice in 
eac? District of the Pro vincI:' that sits every week for the dispatch of 
business. These are the Courts of the Justices of Peace. This was a 
very judicious institmion, and well suitecl to the circumstances and dis
position of the people. Yet it is liable to some objections: For, in the 
first place, the Justices of the Peace, who are the Judges of these 
Courts, are not much skilled in judicial proceedings; and, secondly, 
the same Justices not attending constantly at these Sessions, it is often 
necessary, where a matter cannot be decided at one Session, but is ad
journed to the next, to repeat all the proofs and arguments before the 
Justices at the second Ses,ion, which had been producl:'d at the former 
Session before the other Justices who happened not to be now upon the 
bench, which occasions an increase of expence and trouble; and, lastly, 
their Jurisdiction extends only to such disputes as relate to sums of mo
ney that do not exceed ten pound~. In all contests for greater sums the 
parties are obliged to have recourse either to the quarterly COUTtS of the 
Justices of the Peace, or to the Courts of King's Bench and Common 
Pleas, where the Sessions are held but three times a year. 

The next inconvenience is the severity of the present method of pro
ceeding in civil actions, by arresting and imprisuning the defendant's bo
dy. This, by filling the Gaols with unhappy debtors, increases the 
number of the poor and helpless, and makes the families of the debtors, 
as well as the debtors themselves, become oftentimes a burden to the 
public; and it is generally thought by the Canadiaus to be an unneces
sary degree of harshness. 

To remedy these several inconveniencies we beg leave to recommend 
to your Majesty the following plan for the administration of Justice in 
this Province for the time to come; which we have formed in imitation 
of that which was in use in the time of the French Government. 

That this Province should be again divided into the three Districts of 
Quebec, Three Rivers and Montreal, as in the time of the French Go
Ternment; which might be called the Shires of Quebec, Three Rivers 
and Montreal; and eJch of these three districts should have separate 
officers of Justice; that a Royal Court of Judicature should be estab
lished in each of the three towns of Quebec, Three Rivers and Mon
treal, which are the Capitals, or rather only towns of tho~e several 
Shires or Districts; and that each of the<e Courts shall constst of one 
able English Judge, appointed by Your Majesty, ~n~ invested ,wi.th full 
powers to hear and determine all matters, both CrlmlOal and CIVIl, arl
s;ng within his jurisdiction, just as Your Majesty's Chief Justice of 
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the Province is empowered to do upon the present establishment through
out the whole Province. 

These English Judgell should be Barristers "t Law, of at least five 
years standing at the bar; and they should be such as, besides their skill 
and knowledge of the Law, had a competent knowledge of the French 
Language. And further, to enable these English Judges more readily 
to understand the testimonies of the French Witnesses, that would so 
often be examined before them, and likewise to comprehend the nature 
and extent of such of the ancient laws and customs of the Country as 
your Majesty shall think fit to be either continued or revived, we con
ceive, that it would be convenient to give each of them a Canadian law
yer for an assessor, or assistant to them in the decision of causes; but 
the Canadian Assessors should have no vote or authority to decide the 
causes in conjunction with the English Judges; but should only assist 
them with their opinion and advice, the whole power of finally deciding 
them being vested solely in the English Judges. This employment of 
the Canadian lawyers, even in this subordinate capacity of assistants 
and advisers, would be thought a very gracious indulgence in Your Ma
jesty by all Your Majesty's new subjects; and many of them, to whom 
it has been mentioned, have expressed an entire approbation of it. If 
they had an equal degree of authority with the English Judges in the fi· 
nal decision of causes, they would be much more likely than the English 
Judges to abuse it, by reason of their connections in the country, and 
the enmities and partialities that these connections would give birth to. 
And, besides, there are other reasons, which would make it inexpedient 
to trust your new Roman Catholic subjects, so lately brought under 
Your Majest y's allegiance, with 50 great a degree of power. These 
Judges and their assistants should hold th .. ir courts every week through
out the year, excepting one month at Christmas, one week at Easter, 
and another at Whitsunday, which are the three great seasons for holi
days observed by Christians. And they should sit on the Tuesday or 
Wednesday of every week, that the contending parties and their wit
ness might not be under a necessity of travelling on Sunca'ys to attend 
them. If the use of grand juries should be thought fie by your Ma
jesty to be continued in criminal prosecutions, the.e judges should take 
cognizance of criminal matters (that is, of such parts of the criminal 
proceedings as required the attendance of grand juries) only once a 
month, that the inhabitants might not be too much diverted from the 
care of their private affairs by t heir attendance in the courts as grand ju
rymen. But the other steps of all criminal proceedings that do not re
quire the presence of grand jurymen, and, if the use of grand juries 
was laid aside, the whole of those proceedings should be carried un in 
the weekly sessions, as well as all the civil business of the district. 

The method of proceeding in these Courts in Civil Actions might 
be as follows. The Plaintiff might bring a declaration or plaint, in 
writing, into Court, which might be either in the French or English 
Language, as he thought proper, praying the process of the Court to 



cause the defendant to be summoned to answer it; but not to be artest~d 
~Y his body. This plaint should be read to the Judge in open Court, 
In ord~r that he should determine \~hether or not it contained a good caust 
?f aClIon; and, till h~ approved n, no summons should be issued upon 
It. If he approvd It, he should onlcr it to be filed amongst the re
cords of the Court by the Clerk or Rep;istrar of the Coun, and should 
award a sU'nmons to be sent to the D"f~ndan, to come and answer 1!.~ 
PI~intiff 's ~emand, at such a time as he, the Judge, should therein ap
pomt. If he neglected to come at the time appointed by the Summons, 
without any good reason for his neglect, he should be condemned to 
pay the Plaintiff a moderate !um of money, to be ascertained by the 
Judge, as a compensation to him for his expense and trouble in attending 
the Court, at the time appointed by the summons, to no purflose; and 
he should be summoned to come and answer the Plaintiff's demand on 
another day. If he then also refused 10 come, Judgment should go 
against him by default. 'Yh~n the defendant appeared, he should make 
his answer to the plaint of the plaintiff in writing, and either in the French 
or English language, as he thought proper: and this allswer should be 
filed amongst the records of the Court. The Judge should then 
himself interrogate the parties cnncemillg the facts, in their account of 
which the parties seemed to differ, and which appeared to him to be 
material to the decision of the Cause: and 1 hese interrogatories and the 
answers of the parties should be reduced to writillg by the Judge, or 
by the Clerk of the Court from the wvrds dictated to him by the 
Judge. 'Vhen the Judge haa dillS found out in what facts material to 
the decision of the cause the parties differed, he should himself state 
these facts in writing and declare that it was necessary for him to be in
formed, by proper teMimony, whether they were true or false; and 
should ask the parties whether both or either of them, desired that he 
should inquire into the truth of these facts by means of a Jury, or by 
examining Witnesses, or other proofs himself. If both, or either of 
the pal ties, desired to have a Jury, a Jury shoDld be summoned to at
lend, at such following Session as the Judge should appoint. This JUI'Y 
should be paid for their attendance by the party that desired to have a 
Jury; and if both desired it, then equally by b"th parties. They 
should receive Five Shillings sterling a man. For at present it is a sub
ject of complaint among the Canadians that they are taken from their 
necessary occupations to attend upon Juries (which is by no means a. 
agreeable employment to them) without any consideration for it: anc!. 
this, if it happened every week without any compensatio.n, would be 
thought, and perhaps justly, a very heavy burden. But tor a reward 
of five shillings they will serve with great alacrit y. These Juries should 
be appointed in nearly the same manner as Special Juries are in England; 
that is, the ministerial officel, thac executed the pr(lcess of the Comt, 
should return to the Court a I ist of f.)ur times as many persons qualified 
to he Jurymen as were necessary to consticu(e a Jury; that is, if a Jury 
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was to consist of twelve men, a list of forty.eight persons 80 qualified. 
and then each party should strike out twelve of the names contained in 
this list: and then the names of the remaining Jurymen contained in it 
should be set down in a new list of alternate order; that is, first one at 
the nomination of the Plaintiff; then one at thf' nomination of the De
fendant; then another at the nomination of the Plaintiff; and then an
other at that of the Defendant; and so on; and these persons (whose 
names were thus set down in this new list, and who wonld be enough in 
number to constitute two Juries) should all be summoned to attend the 
Court on the day appointed for the trial of the cause, and ~hould be call. 
ed over in the COI'rt in the order in which their names were set dowlI in 
the new list; and the first twelve, or other number sufficient to make a 
Jury, that appeared in the Court sh(;uld be the Jury to try the cause. 
By this method of chasing a Jury the disagreeable and captious practice 
of challenging Jurymen would be avoided, which is apt to give rise to 
animosities bet ween the persons challenged and the parties who object to 
them. 

Of the Jury so chosen a majority should have a right to determine the 
verdict: the present rule, of requiring an absolute unanimity amongst 
all the Jurymen, being evidently absurd and unnatural, and amongst 
other inconveniencies, productive of one of a very important nature. 
which is the perjury of some of the Jurymen in every third or fourth 
cause, for it happens aL leaat so often that thele is a real difference of 
opinion amongst the Jurymen, and that some of them go over to the 
opinion of the rest, in opposition to their own sentiments, and contrary 
to the oath they have taken to give a true verdict according to the evi
dence; which means, ali we presume, according to their Judgment of it. 
And it has sometimes happened, that a great majority of the Jurymen 
has gone over to a small but resolute minority. This therefore calls 
loudly for a reformation and more especially in a Country where the na
t ural and ordinary differences of opinion, that must frequently happen 
amongst Jurymen, are likely to be greatly heightened by national and 
religious prejudices. If the agreement of twelve men should be thought 
necessary to establish the truth of a fact, it would be necessary to im
pannel twenty-three Jurors. But perhaps a bare majority of twelve men 
may be sufficient to answer all the purposes of Justice in civil matters. 

In criminal matters it might be proper to make the agreement of two 
thirds of the Jury necessary to the conviction of the accused person. 

And as the issues, or points of fact, that were to be proposed to the 
consideration of the Jury, were to be drawn up in a minute ar.d particu
lar manner in words dictated by the Judges of the Courts, so the ver. 
diets of the Juries should be always special verdicts, stating the facts, 
as the Jury find them to have happened, with great exactness and parti
cularity. This w()Qld prevent J ?r!es fro~ encroaching upon the Pro
vince of the Judges, and determining pOints of Law by means of the 
short and general issues of "Guilt!! or Not Guilt!!, He did or did not un
dertake," He does or does not owe the Sum demanded," and the like, that 



oftentimes involve points Df Law mixed with matters of fact, and there_ 
by give Juries an opportunity of committing these irregularities. When
ever these ~hings happen (whethe~ it be from ignorance or want of dis
cern~ent In the J,u~yme~, or from their, wilfulness or partiality) it is 
certaIn, that a leal1l1Jury IS done to the losmg party, whose tight it is, 
accordmg to the Laws of England to have the points of Law, upon 
which his calise ,depends, deter,mined by the learned and able Judges 
whom YOllr Majesty has appomted to fill your Courts of Justice as 
much as it is to have the malters of fact in the cause determined by a 
Jury of honest freeholders in the neighbourhood. 

The Witnesses examined in the trial of a cause should be examined 
'Viva 'Voce in open Court, in the presence of both parties, or thei,· At
tornies and Advocates; and cross-examined, if the adve:se party 
thought proper: and should not be allowed to deliver their testimony 
by written depositions "I' affidavits taken in private; not even in those 
triah which were carried all without a Jury; unless by the consent of 
both the parties, or by the particular direction of the Judge, upon very 
strong reasons for so doing, moved and debated in open COllrt. 

When Judgment was given for the Plaintiff in a civil action, a Writ 
of Execution should go against the goods and lands of the Defendant, 
but not against his person; directing the ministerial officer that executed 
the process of the Court, to levy the sum of money awarded to the 
Plaintiff by the Judgment, upon the defendant's moveable goods and 
chattels; and, in case they are not sufficient for the pUrpose, then, but 
not otherwi<e, to sell part of his land" to produce the remainder of the 
SGI11. And if the Executive Officer could not find a sufficient quantity 
of either mo~eable or immoveable property belonging to the Defendant 
to raise th", sum awarded, and the Judgt" was of opinion, upon affida
\oits made before him to that purpose, that there was reasonable grounds 
to suspect that the defendant had secreted or concealed some of his ef
fects, he might require him to deliv"r in to the Court, upon Oath, an 
exact Sched~le of all his Estates and effects of every kind; and if he 
reflised so to do, might commit him to prison till he complied. And if 
he omitted any part of his effects to the amount of twenty pound, Ster
ling, in the Schedule so delivered in to the Court, he should be liable to 
the penalties of perjury. 

The Judge should have a power of awarding reasonable costs to ei
ther party according to his discretion. 

It would be convenient to have a separate Ministerial, or Executive 
Officer, to each of the three districts of Quebec, Three Rivers and 
Montreal, to be called a Sheriff, which is the common name for SOlch 
an Officer in England; instead of one Provost-Marshall for the whole 
Province. 

And it would be necessary for your Majesty to have an Attorney in 
each of these Courts, to prosecute (or your Majesty ,In all criminal ~a'e,s, 
and in suits c.:Jncerning your Majesty's revenue, and Jt\ all other SUllS Jt\ 
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which your Majesty's interest is concernl"d. If your ~aje9ty should 
(lot think proper to appoint an O~cer expressly fo~ this ~urpose, the 
power of carrying on these prosecutlo(1S for your Majesty might be vest
~d in the Clerk, or Registrar, of the Court; just as in your Majesty'. 
Court of Killg's Ben::h in England, the Clerk of the Crown (."'hos~ 
principal duty is, to register, or enter, the pleas of the Crown 10 the 
records of the Court) is likewise Attorney 0:" yonr Majesty in that 
Court, and prosecutes in yotir Majesty's behalf. But we submit it to 
your Majesty, that it would be convenient, and more suitable to the ho
nor of your Majesty and the dignity of the Court, to have a separate 
officer for this purpose, to be called Your Majesty's Attorney for that 
district, as there was in the time of the French Government. 

From these Court, there should lie an appeal to the Governor and 
Council of the Province, and from thence to Your Majesty in Your 
Privy Council. One great use of the appeal to the Governor and 
Council would be to preserve an uniformity in the Law throughout the 
whole Province, which otherwise might gradually become different in 
the three different Shires or Districts of it, by the difference of the de
cisions that might be given in thl'se several Courts of Justice, if they 
were entirely independant of each othu and subject to no common 
Superior Council that might correct the errors of their proceedings. 

And for the same reasen the decisions of these Courts should not be 
deemed to form precedents of sufficient authority to determine any sub
sequent disputes; but this authority should be ascribed only to those 
cases which had been uecided by the Governor and Council of the Pro
vince upon the appeals brought before them from these Shire Court&, 
or by your Majesty's self in your Privy Council. 

A nd in order that youl' Majesty's Gavel nor and Council might nO,t 
be destitute of the advice of persons skilled in the Laws to assist them 
in the determination of the appeals that should be brought before them, 
it might be expedient that your Majesty's Judges of these three Court~, 
and perhaps also your Majesty's three Attornies in them, should be made 
Members of your Majesty's Cmmcil of the Province; by which means 
all the best Law abilities in the Province would be employed in making 
these important decisipns that were to carry with them the force of law: 
and with this view it might be proper to require your Majesty's Judges 
and Attornies of the Courts at Three Rivers and Montreal to attend the 
Governor at Quebec for one month about Chri.tmas time, in order to 
assi~t at the decision of these appeals, which ~hould therefore be reser
ved to this sea,on of the year. 

These appeals should be only, as they now are, of the nature of 
Writs of Error iii England, to correct the errors in law committed in 
the COllrts of these Shires or Districts, and not to re-consider the facts 
in the ~ause, unless they had been s:ttled by the Judge alone without 
~he aSSIStance of a Jury. Wher: thIS .was the case, the parties might 
If they thought fit, cause the eVIdence Itself to be taken down in wri
ting by the Clerk of the Court, and signed by the witnesses and Jud"e 



247 

that it might ma~e a. pa~t of the record, as it does upon a trial by a ge
neral COllrt MartlallD England; and, upon the removal of this record 
before the Governor ami Council, they might re-consider the wholt! 
matter, the facts as well as the law, and give such Judgment upon it as 
they thou~ht just; but they should not admit any new evidence relating 
to. It. ~here the cause had beel~ tried by a J ltry, the losing party 
mJg~t,. If he tho.ught proper, have It tried over again by a second Jury, 
consisling of tWice as many Jurymen as the first Jury, and the verdict 
of this second jury should be final with respect to the matters of fact 
determined by it . 
. When Gaspe shall be settled, a fourth Judge might be sent thither, 

whose Jurisdiction should extend over a district lying round about it, to 
be taken out of the district of Quebec, which is now immoderately 
large. Such an establishment would be of great convenience to the in
habitants of that part of the Province. 

These are the outlines of the Plan which we humbly beg leave to recom. 
mend to your Majegty for the Administration of Justice, and which, we 
are confident, would be of great advantage, and give very great Sllis. 

faction to your Majesty's Canadian Subjects, and effectually remav.: 
many of the inconveniencies of which they now complain. 

It remains that we consider the first and greatest inconvenience above
mentioned, which arises from the uncertainty of the Law in the present 
condition of the Province, and that we set before your Majesty the 
different methods by which, as we conceive, this inconvenience may be 
removed, and the laws of the Province may be settled for the future 
upon a solid and permanent foundation. 

Four methods of doing thi~ have occurred to us. The first is, to 
compose a Code of Laws for this Province, that shall contain all the 
Laws by which it is to be governed for the time to corne, to the entire 
exclusion or abolition of every part both of the Laws of England and 
the French Laws that shall not be set down in the Code itself. 

The second is, to revive or re.establish the whole French Law at 
once, to the exclusion of all the English Laws, excepting those few 
which have been introduced by Act of Parliament, as above mention
ed, and a few more (If the Laws of England which are most eminently 
beneficial and favorable ta the liberty of the Subject, and to introduce 
these beneficial Laws by a particular Ordinance ur Proclamation, pu
blished in the Province, in order to make them fully known to the Ca

. nadians. Such might be an Ordinance to take away the lise of the 
question, or torture, in Criminal pr.osecutions, to change t he cruel 
punishment of breaking on the wheel ~nto hanging .or beheading;, and 
to introduce the substance of the Enghsh Law relatlOg to the '" nt of 
Habeat Corput, by declaring ,that. no person in the Province should be 
committed (0 prison, or detamed III prison, by the Order uf any Ma
gistrate without a Warrant in writing ~nder th: hand of the M~gistrate, 
cltprClising particularly the Cause of hIS commttment or detention; and 
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that every man so d~tained in pris:>n s.hould, ifhe .desired it, ~e brought 
before one of your Majesty's Judges In the Provmce and either set at 
l,berty, bailed or remanded to pris?n, as th.e Caus~ of ~is imprinnment, 
expressed in the Warrant by whIch he IS detamed In prISon should 
require. Such an Ordinance might be thought to fulfil, in a great 
measure, the Promise given to your Majesty's British Subjects by these 
words in your Majesty's Proclamation above mentioned, oj the enjo!J
ment of the benifit of the La·w! oj !£ngland, supposing that y?ur Ma
jesty should think proper to detennlne that those words contam only a 
promise. 

The third method of settling the Laws of this Country, so as to 
continue to the Canadians the use of several of their ancient Customs, 
is to make the Law of England the general Law of the Province, with 
an exception of those particular Subjects concerning which your Ml
jesty shall please to permit the former Customs of the C('untry to sub
~ist, and with respect tu thuse subjects to let the Ancient Laws of the 
Country subsist in the manner they did at the time of the Conquest, and 
without attempting to reduce them to writing, and enact them anew by 
particular Ordinances, expres51y setting them forth in all the extent in 
which your Majesty tnought proper to let them continue. 

And the fourth methud of doing this would be to make {as in the 
third method) the Law of England become the general Law of the 
Province, with all exception of those particular subjects or heads of 
Law, concerning which your Majesty ~hall please to permit the former 
Customs of the Country to continue; and with respect to those sub
jects, to enumerate and s~t forth at length, ill an Ordinance or Procla
mation to be made for that purpose, the particular Customs which your 
Majesty should think fit to be continued, to the exclusion and abolition 
of all other Customs that should not be contained in the said Ordinance 
or Proclamation. 

The first of these methods, of settling the Laws of this Province. 
namely, that of making a Code of all the Laws by which it shall be 
gorvel ned for the future, to the exclusion of all the Laws, both of En
gland and France t bat are not contained in it, would certainly be the most 
troublesome in the execution to your Majesty's Ministers and Servants, 
both in England and in this Province. And further, we conceive, that 
it would be objected to by some of the Canadians, who are the most 
difficult to please, as a rash and dangerous experiment, to "hich the 
persons your Majesty should think proper to employ in the compiling 
this Code would be by 110 means equal. They would frame their ob
jection to such a project in some sl1ch manner as this: " that to reduce 
.. th~ whole Law. anew iot? .writing, with a .rejection of a great part 
.. of It as useless In the opinIon of the CompIlers, is a task of such ex
" traordinary difficulty, that not only no person in t his Province is fit 
" to undertake it, but even the ablest Lawyers in the Parliament of 
" Paris, if they were to devote their whole time and attention to it 
" would hardly be· able to execute it properly; that if any thing of thi; 
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to kin,d is attempted here, many important things will most certainly be 
" omitted, and others be too concisely, imperfectly, or obscurely ex
" pressed; that in such a Code no part of the Ancient Laws of this 
.. Province ought to be omitted, notwithstanding some of them may 
" never have been put in execution here, for that those Laws are not 
" less a part of the Law of this Country, than those which have been 
" often put in practice; and that the only reason why they have not 
" yet been executed, is, because the objects of them, that is, the 
" cases to which they relate, have not yet arisen; and that when these 
" cases shall arise here is a wise Law already provided beforehand to 
" decide them; and that therefore no part of the Custom of Paris, 
" which was truly and properly the Law of this Province, ought to be 
" left out of any Code that shall be made for the Government of it; 
" and further, that there is a strong mutual connection between the 
" different parts of this system of Law, that makes it very difficult to 
" change or abrogate any part of it, under a notion of its being uselesR, 
" without weakening or rendering ineffectual other parts of it which the 
" Compilers may esteem useful; and that therefore the only safe way is 
" to let it stand as it is; and that, in this view of permitting the whole 
" of it to continue, there is no need of a Code to express it over again 
.. in new words; that it is already expressed in writing in the best 
" manner possible in the text of the Custom of Paris itself and in the 
" leal ned treatises of Monsieur Ferriere and other writers upon it, and 
<c in the decisions of the Parliament of Paris and of the Superior Council 
" of this Ptovince, upon the cases that have been contested before 
" them; that indeed such a new Code might be of some convenience to 
" an English Judge to save him t he trouble of studying or consulting 
" the French Law Books, but that it would be a most dangerous and 
" pernicious attempt to the rights and liberties of your Majesty's Ca
" nadian Subjects." 

These are the objections which will certainly be made by some of Your 
Majesty's Canadian subjects to the measure of compiling a new Code of 
Laws forthis Province, which we have stated to Your Majesty at great 
length, that they may have all the weight with Your Majesty which 
they may deserve, At the same time we beg leave to inform Your Ma
jesty, that we believe that these ob}'ctions will be made, only by a few 
persons in this Province, and that the bulk of Your l\-faJcsty's ne~ Ca
nadian subjects will be very well sati,fied with such a Code, and thiS even 
though it .hould in a great measure be ~aken from the ~aws o~ England, 
provided only that a few of the most Important of their ancient Law~ 
and customs, and that most nearly affect their property and the future 
situation of their wives and children, be contained in it. 

On the other hand, the advantages that would arise from this measure 
of compiling such a Code of Laws for this Province would, as we COrl

ceive, be these that follow. 
In the first place, the EnglIsh Judges, who will, as we presun:e, 

a1ways be employed to admini:iler justice ill this Province, would have a 
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"Rort, a plain rule to go by, which they would easily be able to make 
tb~mselves masters of, and would not be liable to be puzzled and misled 
by artful French Lawyers, partially citing and misrepresenting, and 
misapplying the doctrines and cases contained in the French Law Books. 

And in the secoud pl<\ce, the En~lish inhabitants in general would 
Ilave the satisfaction of knowing easily and certainly what the Laws of 
the Province were, upon what conditions they purchased lands or houses, 
what lights of alienating or devising th('m they thereby acquired, what 
duties to Your Majesty, their lllrds or their tenants, they were bound to, 
and in what manner their wives acd children would enjny their possessions 
after t hei r dec('ase. 

These would be no inconsiderable advantages, resulting from the com
position of such a Code, even though done in a very imperfect manner. 
But there is another and greater advantage with which as we conceive, 
this measure would be attended, which is the removing from th(' minds 
of the Canadians all idea of the excellency of the French Laws and Go
vernment, and of the superior skill and ability of French Lawyers and 
Judges, bred in the Parliament of Paris, and consequently of the hap
piness of having ther Law suits decided by them. For we apprehend 
that, as long as the french laws and customs sub.ist at large without 
being reduced into a Code, so that the several French Law Books., 
Books of Reports, and Edicts of the French King are the Books of Au
thority upon the s.ubject, to which recourse must be had continually in 
the decisiun of peints of Law, so long wiII the people of this Province 
retain a I·everence for those Edicts, reports and other Law Books, and 
for the authoril y of the French King who made the Edicts, and for the 
Parliament of Paris that has made the decisions reported in the Buoks of 
Reports, and the other learned French Authors who have composed the 
other treatises on this subject; and this reverence will be accompanied 
with a continuance of their liking for that Government from which these 
goed Laws and Edicts and Law Books pro.cecded. and under which 
they might be most ably administered, and consequently with a secret 
wish to return to that Go~ernmellt, that is to return to their subjection 
to the French King, whereas, if they continue to enjoy the most impor
tant of their ancient Laws and customs under a new name, and expres
sed in a stile and phrase somewhat different from the former, and car
rying with it the stamp of Your Majesty's authority, the idea of their 
former sovereign, and of the Parliament of Paris, and of the wise Law
yers that compo~e it, would by degrees wear out of their minds, and 
th~y .would lhi.ok of nothing upon these occasions but the King of Great 
B~lt~lll an~ hiS. C:ode, alld the great favor he h.ad shewn them in per
nllttmg thetr prinCipal Laws and customs to contllJue, and giving them 
the .express sanction of h~s roy~l authority. This we take to he a very 
capital advantage attendtng thiS measure of compiling a Code of Laws. 
~s to the i~lconvenience that might ari~e from the omissions or imper

fectlo.ns of thiS Code (for we readily ad~lt that it would be very imper
fect) It must be obsened, that they might be continually lessened and 
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retnedied by fresh ordinances from time to time, re.enacting those parta 
of the former l:aws and customs of this Province which appeared to have 
been forgotten In the Code, and which the Governor and Council thought 
worthy to be re·established: and in thl" mean time the Code itself (im
p~rfect as we suppose it to be) would still be sufficiently exact to deter
rome all the com mom cases that occur in the ordinary course of human 
affairs, such as the rnles of inheritance in the direct line, the rules of 
dower, and of the husband's rights arising from tbe matrimonial contract, 
the usual rules about quit rents, alienation fine~, lind other profits due to 
Your Majesly: and l.Q other Lord~, the usual methods of Investiture of 
land~ by performing FeallY and Homage, and the lIke, which would be 
sufficient to prevent the COlll1try from falling into general confusion. 

This Code we suppose to contain the whole of the Law by which the 
Province 1S to be governed, criminal as well as c1vil, to the exclu~ion of 
the whole of the English law, as well as the French, except what wa~ 
contained in the Code itself, and the Act, of Parliament relating to the 
Custom House duties, and those few other statutes that expressly relate 
to this Colony by name, or sufficient words of description, since the Con
'luest of it, or which, though made before the Conquest of it, yet extend 

. to it by virtue of the general descrip:ion of ail His lvlajest'l's dominionl 
now belonging to the Crown of Great Britain, or that shall hereafter belong 
unto the same. 

These are the advantages and disadvantages with which, as we con
ceive, this first method of settling the Laws of this Province, by com
posing a Code of Laws for that purpose, would be attended. 

The second method of set~ling the Laws of this Province, by Ihe revi
ving at once the French Law, and mtroducing by an ordiIlance only a 
few of the Laws of England that are most emi.ently beneficial to the 
subject, is evidelltly the shortest and easiest method that can be taken 
f~r this purpose: but it would be attended with the following inconve
mences. 

In the first place it would have a tendency to keep up in the minds of 
the Canadians that respect for the Laws of France, and the wisdom of 
the Parliament of Paris, and the excellence of the French GoveTrimenl, 
which has been above described, and which it w<)\Ild be one oflhe prin_ 
cipal advantages resulting from the former measure of compiling a Code 
of Laws to extinguish. 

In the second place it would give disgust to the English in~abitant. of 
this Province who are fond of the Laws of EnglaIld, and deSirOUS of ha
ving the greatest part of th~m cominu.ed. and thinking they have a right 
to the enjoyment of them ?pon two dIstinct grounds. . 

In the first place they tlllnk that every Country that becomes subject 
to the Crown of Great Britain (whether by Conquest, exchange or other
wise) becomes immediately subject to the Laws of England, and that 
the Laws by which it was formerly governed become ImmedIately and 
ipso facto void ~nd of no effect, being ~uperseded by the laws of ~\lgland 
without th~ aid of any Act of Parhamellt Qr Ruyal Pruclamatlon for 
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that purpose. In this we presume they are mistaken. since both the ex· 
pre_s declarations of the Law B,lOks, and those of Your Majesty's Attor. 
ney and Solicitor General in their report concerning this Province, made 
in the Year 1766, and the dictates of natural reason inculcate a quite 
contrary doctrine, to wit, that the Laws of the conquered people subsist 
in their full vigour till the will of the conqueror shall expressl}, change 
them. However this opinion, though not well grounded, is pretty ge
neral among the Engli,h inhabitants of this Province. 

In the ~econd place, thpy sa)', that, supposing that the Laws of En· 
gland were not of course introduced into this Province by the very con
quest itself and the subjection of the .:ountry to the Crown of Great Bri
tain, yet that they have been expressly introduced by YOllr Majesty's 
Proclamation of the 7th October 1763, in the word, t hat have been men
tioned in the former part of this report; in which Your Majesty assureS 
them, that they may confide in Your Majesty's royal protection for the 
enjoyment of the benefit of the Laws of England. 

The third method of settling the Laws of this Province, by making the 
I.aw5 of England the general basis of them, and permiuing the Cana
dian customs to contl1lue with respect only to some particular excepted 
wbjects, and thIS by a general reference to the French Laws Books in 
which those customs are contained, without attempting to enumerate and 
express them anew, would al>o be a very short and ea,y one to Your Ma
jfSty'l Ministers and servants both in England and in this Province, and 
will be very agreeable and· satiofactory to Your Majest y's British SubjectS 
in this Province. Yet it will be attended with the following inconvenien-' 
(:le5. 
. By preserving a considerable patt of the French Law in the lump, or 
by a general reference to the French Law Books tbat (:ontain it, it will in 
some degree keep up in the minds ofthe Canadians that reverence for the 
Laws and Lawyers of Paris, and that consequential opinion of the happin
ess of being subject to the French Government (as being that under which 
t hose Laws may be most ably administered) which all persons that are zea-
10u,ly attached to Your Majesty's Government would naturally wish to 
see extinguished. But this objection will take place in a much less de
gree against this method, than against the last mentioned, or second 
method, by whic.h almost the whole body of the French Laws would be 
r~vived. 

Further, if this third method of settling the Laws is pursued, some 
of the C.anadian~ will probably make the two following c.bjections to it. 
They Will say, 10 the first place, that the whole body of their Laws 
ought ~o have been lef~ entire, as th.ere is a strong and well contJived 
connexlon between all Its parts, which makes it dangerous and detri
mental to t.he welfare of.the Province to alter any of it. And, second
ly, they Will say, that, If any of the Laws of England must be intra
duce~ here, . they ought not t? be introduced by general words, but PJf 
SpeCial Ordu~ances, enumeratmg them and setting them forth at fun 
length, and III the French language, so that the Canadians may know 
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imd observe them. But these are objections which we believe will be 
made only by a few persons, and not by the generality of your Majes
ty's Canadian Subjects. 

The fourth meth,'d of settling the Laws of this Province, by making 
the Law of Eng-land become the general Law of it, with an exception 
of some particular -ubjects, or heads of Law; and concerning those 
subjects to revive the Ancient Cu,toms of the Country bv an Ordinance 
or Proclamation that should particularly set them forth and describe 
them in all the extent in which your Majesty should think fit to let 
them continue, with"ut any reference to the Law Books in which they 
were formerly c'llltained, would be preferable to the third method ill 
this respect, that by enumerating, and describing, or reciting particular
ly, the several French Laws and Customs that were intended to be con. 
tinued, it would cut off all connexion, in the minds of the Canadians 
with the French Law" Lawyers, and Judges, and the Government 
under which they were mailltained. The Parliament of Paris, and the 
Custom of Paris, and the French King's Edicts would be no longer 
heard of. as being no longer of any Authority; but the Laws that were 
permitted to subsist must be cited in the words made use of by your 
Majesty to express them in the Ordinance or Proclamation which per
mitted their continuance. This would be a considerable advantage 
which this fourth method of settling the Laws of this Province would 
have over the third method; but it would be certainly somewhat more 
troublesome to your Majesty's Ministers than that third method, and it 
would likewise be liable to many imperfections from the inaccurate man
ner in which the French Laws and Customs that were intended to be 
continued would prooably be &et forth; and it would be fUI ther liable to 
the tWo latter objections which might be made to the third measure, to 
wit, that it would give but an imperfect degree of satisfaction to s()m~ 
of the Canadians, by leaving them only a part of their Ancient Laws 
and Customs, and that it would further cause them to complain of the 
general manner of introducing the Laws of England without inforl1'ing 
them exactly and particularly what those Laws were, that they might 
know how to obey them. but thesl" are objections which, as we before 
observed, would probably be made by a few persons only, and nol by 
the generality of your Majesty's new Subjects. 

Thus we have set forth to your Majesty at considerable length (but 
not greater, we hope, than the importance of the subject required) the 
different methods by which your Majesty's gracious intention of sett
ling the Laws of this Province upon a solid and permanent foundation 
for the time to come, and of leaving to your Maj~sty's ncw Canadian 
Subjects the enjoyment of some of their Ancient Laws and Customs 
that are most necessary to their tranquility and satisfaction, may be car
ried into execution, together with the several advantages and disadvan
tages with which we apprehend that each of them will be attended. To 
weigh these advantages and disadvantages against each other, and draw 
a final balance in favor of one of these methods in preference to the rest, 



or to find a neW method preferable to them all, is a task to which we find 
ourselves unequal, and which we apprehend can be 8uccessfu~l~ pe~form
ed only by the wisdom of YOl1r Majesty's Counsels. By resl~lOg In the 
Province we may have been able perhaps, by ollr observatIon of the 
state of things here, to furnish your Majesty wilh necessary information 
and materials for forming a decisive Judgment upon the subject, and 
Ihal, In obedience to your Majesty's commands, we have endea
",oured to do, faithfully and fully, and to the best of our abilities, in this 
report. That our endeavours may be acceptable to your Majesty, and 
may be esteemed rather according to the zeal and integrity by which 
they have been directed, than according to the degree in which they 
may be found to answer the high purpose~ to which they were intended 
tv be 8ubse rvient, is the earnest wish of 

Your MajestY'$ 

Most loyal and devoted Subjects and Servants. 

N. B. The foregoing Draft of a Report, which was prepared by 
Francis Maseres, Esquire, his Majesty's Attorney General of the Pro
'Villce of Quebec, by order of Guy Carleton, Esquire, the Governor of 
the said Province, was delivered into the said Governor on the 27th day 
of February 1769, but had not the good fortune to be approved by 
his Excellency. Another Report was thereupon drawn up by other 
hands agreeable to the Governor's sentiments, in which his Excellency 
has omitted the consideration of all the public acts and instruments 
whereby the English Law has been introduced, or attempted to be in. 
troduced, into that Provim.e, together with some other matters contain
ed in the foregoing report, and instead of mentioning several different 
methods of settling the Laws of that Province for the future, with the 
several advantages and disadvantages that would probably attend each of 
the proposed methods, and leaving it wholly to his Majesty's wisdom tei 
chuse one of the methods in preff'rence to the others, as is done in the 
foregoing report, his Excellency has thought fit to mention only one 
method of $ettling the Laws of the Province, which he strongly reo 
commends to his Majesty, as the only way of doing justice and 
giving satisfaction to the Canadians, which i:;, to continue the Laws 
of England with re$pect to Criminal matters, but to revive the whole 
body of the French Laws that were in use there before conquest with 
respect to civil matters. The C~ief Justice, William Hey, Esquire, 
and Att~rney gene~al of the ProvlOce, not thinking it either necessary 
or expedient to revive the whole body of the French Laws in Civil mat. 
ter~, but only those parts of t~em ~ which indeed are very cor.siderable) 
which related to the tenure, alienation, dower and iuheritance of landed 
property, and the d'istribution oCthe effects of persons who die intestate, 
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de,li~ered i~ to the Governor two additional papers, or lesser reports, cnG
tammg their reasons for not wholly agreeing to the Report made by bi~ 
Excellency. And these three Reports were delivered to Maurice Mor
gan, Esquire, about the 12th of :September 1769, to be by him carried 
t? England, and ,delivered to his Majesty's Secretary of State for Ame
nca., !he a~dlt)~n~1 paper, o~ lesser report of the Attorney General, 
wa~ )nutled his orlmon concerning the Governor's Report, and was ali 
follows. 

THE OPINION of the Attorney General of the Province of Quebec, 
concerning the Report made by His Excellency Brigadier General Car
leton, t be Governor in Chief of t he said Province, to His Maje>ty in 
Council, concerning the State of the Laws and the Administration of 
Justice in the said Province, with the reasons of his dis~ent from some 
of the matters contained in the said Report. 
Your Majesty's Attorney General of this Province, approves that 

part of the foregoing Report which gives an account of the Constitu
tion of the Government of this Province during its subjection to the 
French King, and believes the said account to be true in most particu
lars: but he cannot assent to that part of the said Report, which sug
gests to Your Majesty the expediency of reviving the whole of the 
French Lawi in Civil matters, for the following reasons. 

In the first place, he thinks it will be a deviation from that plan of 
conduct which Your Majesty has hitherto thought fit to pursue with 
respect to this Province, ever since the Conquest of it by Your M?jes
ty's arms in 1760, which he conceives to have been to endeavour to 
introduce the English Laws alld the English manner of Government 
into it, and thereby to aisimilate alld associate this Province to Your 
Majesty's other Colonies in North America, and not to keep it distinct & 
separate from them in religion, laws and manners, to aU future genera
tions. He conceives that if this latter system had been that which 
Your Majesty had adopted, Your Maje.ty would have given orders t<l 
your General Sir Jeffery Amherst, to whom this Province was surren
dered, to keep up, from the first moment of the Conquest, all the COUrlS 
of Justice that were at that time in being in the Colony, and even tbe 
several Ol!ic~rs that composed them, upon the same footing on whicll 
they then subsisted. But as Your Majesty's said General did immedi
atdy suppress all the former Jurisdictions, and erect Military Councils 
in their stead, and in the Articles of Capitulation rejuse to promise the in
habitants oj this Province the continuance oj the custom of Paris, and tlu 
other ancient Laws and UJages by '.uhich tlug had been governed, tbough 
requested in that behalf by the French Geueral ; and as Your Majesty 
did afterwards, 10 the fourth article of the definitive treaty of Peace in 
1763, engage to indulge your new Canadian subjects even in the delicate 
and important article of the frl'e exercise of their religion, only so far as 
Ihe Laws oj England will pumit; and as Your Majesty, by Your Ropl 
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Proclamation of the 7th of November 1763, did encourage your British
and other ancient subjects to go and st't:le in this and the other new erect. 
ed Gove. nments, and did promise them, as an excitement thereunto, Ike 
immediate .enj~yment of Ike benefit of tk~ .!:awJ of. Eng/an~; and a~ Your 
Majesty did afterwards, by yc.ur commtSSlOn of Vice-Admiral of this Pro. 
vince granted to General Murray, expreSJ'.!! introdua all tke Laws of ~ke 
Ena/iJ!. Courts of Admiralt!J i"to this Province; and by Your commiSSion 
t', ~he same gentleman to be Captain General and Governor in Chief of 
this Province, did direct him to summon and assen;b:e the Freeh·,lders 
and Planters in this Province, and in conjunction with them to make Laws 
and Ord:nances not rep"gnant to the Laws of England, by which it seems 
to be pre-sup?osed t hat the Laws of England were already introduced 
there; and did in other parts of the said commission allude to divers 
of the Laws of England as being already in force here, as particu. 
larly the Laws relating to the oaths of abjuration and. Ih,e declara. 
tion against transubstantiali.n. From these several exertions of Your 
Majesty's royal authority in favor of the Laws of England, Your 
Ma}~sty's Atto. ney General of this Province humbly collects it to have 
been Your Majesty's gracious intention to assimilate this Province in reli. 
gion, Law~ and Government, to the other dominions belonging to Your 
Majesty's Crown in North America; he therefore conceives that the 
immediate revival of all the French Laws relating to civil suits in this 
Province, in the manner suggested in the foregoing report, will have at 
least the appearance of a deviation from thc plan of conduct which Your 
Majesty has hitherto adopted, and of a step tnwards prefctence of the 
contrary system of keepi:lg this Province distinct from. and unconnected 
with, all Your Majesty's ether Colonies in North America; and this ap
pearance he humbly conccivf'S to be ttself, a considerable inconvenience, 
and very fit to be avoided, unless very strong reasons of justice or policy 
made such a measure necessary, which he does not conceive to be the 
case; for, on the contrary, be apprehends that the said total revival of 
the custom of Paris, and all the other French Laws relating to civil 
suits, Wli' be attended with the following additional inconveniencies. In 
the first place, it will make it difficult for any of Your Majesty's English 
subjects to admillister justice in this Province, as it will require much 
labonr alld study, and a more than ordinary acquaintance with the French 
language to attain a thorough knowledge of those Laws. 

In the next place. it will keep up in the minds of Your Majesty's new 
Canadian subjects the remembrance of their former government, which 
will probably be accompanied with a desire to return to it. When they 
hear tile cmtom of Paris, and its wise decisions continually appealed to 
as the measure of justice in this country, they will be inclined to think 
thai government to be best under which those wise Laws could most 
ably be admmistered, which is that l of the French Kmg, which together 
with the c?ntinuance o~ their ~ttachment to t?e popish religion will keep 
them ever m a state of dlsaffectton to Your Majesty's government, and ill a 
disposition to shake it off on the first opport ullity that shall happen to be 
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afforded them by any attempt of the French King to recover thill 
country by f"rcc of arms. 
~nd in the thi~d place, it will discourage your Majesty's British 

Subjects from coming to sett.le here when they see the Country govern
ed .by a set of La:",s of which lhey have no knowledge, and against 
which they ~ntertaln ( though perhaps unjustly) strong prejudices • 

. Your Majesty's Attorney Generaluf this Province is further of opi
nwn, th.at the b,,~y of your Majesty's nnw Canadian Subjects are by flO 

means either so dlstre'sed or so discontented by the introduction of the 
English Laws into this Province as they are represented in the foregoing 
R:epor~: at least he has seen no proofs of either such great distress or 
hIgh ~bcontellt: \Vhat he ~as principally ob,erved to be the subject 
of theIr complaInts has been either the ex pence or the dilatoriness of our 
Llw Proceedings, which he tlreref'He conceivell stand in need of ,.efor
mation; and he is of opinion. that to establi,h three Courts of General 
Jurisdiction in all matters Criminal as well as Civil in the Province, to sit 
every week in the year ( with a very tew exceptions) in tire towns of 
Quebec, Three Rivers and Mllntreal, would be the most adequate re
medy for these complaints. 

And as to the sub>!ance of the Laws which are to be henceforwards 
admitted in this Province, be conceives that the best way o' ,.II to settle 
these would be to make a Code of them, tbat should contain all the 
Laws of every kind, Criminal as well as Civil, that were intcn<!ed to be 
of force here, to the exclusion of all other Laws, both French alld En. 
glish, that were not inserted in the said Code; by which means all pre
tence would be taken away both from the French and British inhabitants 
of this Province for complaining that they are governed by unknowli 
Laws. This he conceives to be a work of difficulty indeed, but by no 
means impracticable; and he apprehends that it would be a"",,, k of 
very great utility to the Province, even though it should be very imper
fectlyexecuted, and many importaHt articles should happen to be omit
ted in it; provided only that those things that were inserted in it were 
useful and reasonable, and set forth in a clear and proper manner; be
cause he apprehends that the rules so inserted would be suffi~:ent to go
vern at least all the common cases that would happen in the OIdinary 
course of human affairs, such as descents in tbe right line, the right of 
rep.-eseatation in grand-children whose parents are dead, the dower of 
widows, the rents and services due to Scignors, lhe obligations and 
duties due from them to their tenants, the Seigniors' right to the com. 
mon mutation fines, his right of pre.emption ot his tenant's land when 
the tenant is disposed to sell it, the mles of Evidence in Cours of Justice, 
the solemnities necessary to be observed to give validity to a deed or will, 
and the like obvious and important matters; which would be sufficient to 
prevent the Province from falling into confusion .. And as to the nicer ca
lles which might be omitted in such a Code, ~hey mIght afterwards be sup
plied by particular ordinances passed from time to time for that pUlfo.e. 

Gg 
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But if this measure of making such a Code of Laws should not be 
thought advisable, Your Majt!sty's Attorney. General af this Pr?vince is 
humbly of opinion that it would be most expedIent to let the Englt~h Law 
continue to subsist in this Province as the general Law of the Province, & 
pass lin Ordinance t~ revive those oft~e fO!'mer Fn;nch Laws which relate 
to the tenure, inhentance, dower, altenatlOn and Incumbrance of landed 
property, and to the distribution of the effects of persons who die intes
tate. His reasons for thinking that the French Laws upon these heads 
ought to be revived, are as follow :-

These heads of Law are three in number; first, those relating to the 
tenures of lands in this Province, or the mutual obligations subsisting 
between the landlo;ds and tenants with respect to them. Secondly, the 
Laws relating to the power and manner of aliening, mortgaging and 
otherwise incumbering landed property. And thirdly, the Laws relating 
to dower, inheritance and the distribution of the effects of persons who 
die intestate. A nd these several heads of Law ought, as he humbly ap
prehends, to be reVIved in this Province upon separate and dIstinct 
grounds. 

The Laws of tenure, he conceives, ought to be considered as having 
been already granted by Your Majesty to your new Canadian subjects, by 
that article in the capitulation of 1760, by which Your Majesty's Gene
al granted them the enjo!Jmud of all the;r alala, lloth noUe and ignoble; 
and by the permission given them by Your Majesty in the definitive treaty 
of peace in 1763 to continue in the possession of them, these Laws being 
essentially necessary to sllch possession and enjoyment. Such are the 
Laws relating to the quit rents due by the Freeholders, who hold by rent 
service; to the seigniors, the mutation fines, the right of pre-emption and 
the rights of escheat in certain cases; all which constitute the principal 
part of the property of the Seigniors. 

But the laws relating to the power and manner of aliening 
mortgaging, and otherwise incumbering landed property, are not, 
as he apprehends, abfolutely necefsary to the enjoyment of the 
lands themfelves, and therefore ought not to be reckoned quite 
fo facred and unchangeable 35 the laws of tenure themfelves. 
Yet he conceives them to be very nearly conneCted with thof~ 
laws, and almoft dependant upon them, fo that they could not be 
changed in any considerable degree without diminiihing the value 
of the lands themselves, by means of the praCtical difficulties that 
would occur in mak.ing u~e of t.he new modes of conveying land 
that would be eftabhfhed 10 their flead ; and therefore he thinks 
that they ought to be continued, and further, he conceives 
it will be the more necefsary to revive or continue the French 
laws upon this fubjeCt, in order to prevent the introduCtion of 
the Englifh. laws upon the same fubjeCt, namely, the doctrine 
of eflates-tall, the ftatute de donis, the method of defeating that 
ftatute by common recoveries, the doCtrine of fines, the ftatute 
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of ufe:;, and the doctrine of ufes in general, and other nice doc
!rin~s relating to ;"11 eCtates, which are full of fo much fubtlety, 
mtrlcacy, and v::lrlety, that, if they were to be introduced into 
this province, they would throw all the inhabitants of it, with
out excepting even the Engliih lawyers, into an inextricable maze 
of confufion. For thefe re.lfons he ::tpprehends that the Engliih 
laws upon this fubjeCt ought never to be introduced here; and 
that the former laws of the province relating to it ought for the 
prefent to be revived. 

Laftly, as to the French laws concerning dower and the inhe
ritance of lands and the diftribution of the goods of inteftates, 
with refpeCt to fuch marriages as have been contraCted, and such 
deaths as have happened, since the ell:ablithment of the civil go
vernment in this province, your Majefty's attorney g~neral of this 
province is humbly of opinion, that thofe laws ought not to be 
confide red as necelTary appendages to the property of your IVbjes
ty's Canadian fubjeCts in this province, and a, having therefore 
been granted to them by impiication in the articles of capitula
tion and the definitive treaty of peace; becaufe they do not af
feCt the property, or the rights, of the Canadians then in being, 
to whom alone thofe gl ants were made, but only guide and de
termine the courfe and devolution of that property after their 
deaths among perfons that were then unborn. This, therefore, 
he conceives to be a matter upon which the authority of a legifh
tor may properly be exerciied. And he further apprehends, that 
in some time hence a change of the laws relating to thde fub
jeCts, and efpecially of thole relatinr to dower and the inheritance 
of land, would be highly beneficial to this province; the pre
sent exceffive iubdivision of the lands, by repeated partitions of 
them amongft numerous families, being productive of conuJera
ble inconveniencies. But this, he apprehends, need not be done 
at pr~fent; and he conceives, that, if ever it ihould be thought 
advifeable to do it, it ought to be done by a full and exprefg de
claration beforehand, of the time at w~ich thr propofcod changes 
ihould take place, with ao power gi~en to. fuch perfons as ?~fl:ked 
them to prevent their taktng place m theIr refpectr\'e bmlhes by 
exprefs proviflons and agreements to the ::ontr~ry, ~nd fhou Id be 
accompanied with fuch temperaments and modIficatIons as ihould 
make the adopting them be in a manner the voll1ntar~ aCt of the 
persons who were affected by them. But for t.he preknt he con
ceives it might be better to poftp~ne th.ofe ImpOrta~lt c,hang~s, 
and to revive the ancient laws of thiS provmce concernmg mh"rlt
ance and dower, and the diftribution of inteftates' efiates, as well 
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as thofe relating to the tenures of land and the power and man· 
ner of aliening and mortgaging and otherwife incumbering it. 
And this one ordinance, reviving the faid ancient laws relating to 
landed property and the difiribution of the effeCts of perfons 
who die intefiate, would, as he conceives, be fufficient to preferve 
the tranquillity of the province, and to give fatisfaction to the 
bulk of the Canadians: at least, he apprehends it would be 
enough to begin with: and if, upon trial, it fhould be found ne· 
ceifary to revive fome other of the French laws that formerly fub
fisted in this province, it might be done by another ordinance or 
two, that might be paifed for that purpofe, when the neceffity of 
them {bould become apparent. By fuch an ordinance as is above
mentioned paifed at prefent, and by the efiablifhment of an eafy 
and cheap method of adminifiering jufiice in this province with 
fufficient expedition, he conceives that the far gn:ater part of 
Y0ur Majefiy's Canadian fubjeCts would be contented. This 
therefore is what he humbly prefumes to recommend to your 
Majefiy as the best method whi,ch he can fuggeft for the fettle. 
ment of the laws of this province;. after the fullest confideration 
of this difficult and important fubjeCt. 

(FRANCIS MASERES, 
. Attorney General. 

Quebec, September] lth, 1769. 

N. B. In the foregoing short report, or OpInIOn, of the attor
ney general of the province of Quebec, the particulars of the 
plan therein recommended for the adminifiration of jufiice in the 
province of Quebec are not fet forth, but only the general fub
fiance of it i, briefly mentioned in thefe words: "What he has 
" principally obferved to be the fubjdl; of the complaints of the 
" Canadians has been eitheF the expence or the dibtorinefs oj 
" our law.proceedings, which he therefore conceives ftand in 
" need of reformation: and he is of opinion, that to eftablifh 
" three COllI ts of general j uaisdiction, in all matters criminal a! 
" civil, in the pr(l~ince, . to sit every week in the year (with ~ 
" very few exceptIOns) In the towns of Quebec, Three Rivers, 
" and M~lntr,~al, would be th~ moft adequate remedy for thefi 
"complamts. Now the particulars of this plan are as follow 

In. the fpring of. the y~ar 1767, His Excellency Guy Carleton 
EfqUlre, at that tIme Lleutenant.Governor now Governor ir 
Chief, of the province of Quebec, being j~il:Iy apprei1enflve 0; 
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the ill confequences that might arife from a rigorous conll:ruCtion 
of the feveral inll:ruml!nts of government by which it was fuppo
fed that the laws of England had been introduced into that pro
vince, and more efpecially of the ordinance of the 17th of Sep
tember 1764, by whic!"! the chief jufiice of the province was di
rected to determine all matters, criminal and civil, that were 
bro~ght before him, according to the laws of England and the 
ordmances of the province, direCted Francis lVIaferes, Efquire. 
the attorney general, to prl"pare a draught of an ordinance for 
reviving or continuing the leveral ancient laws of the province 
that had fubfisted there immediately before the conquefi of it, in 
the year 1759, with refpect to the landed property of the pro. 
vince that was holden under grants made by the French king; 
who accordingly prepared the following draught of fuch an ordi
nance, which his Excellency, on account of its great extent and 
importlnce, did not think it expedient to bring into the council 
in order to be pafsed without his lVIajelty's previous confent and 
approbation, and therefore he immediately tranfmitted it to the 
Earl of Shelburne, -at that time one of his Majefiy's principal fe
cretaries of fiate. This draught of an ordinance was as follow,. 

A DRAUGHT of an ORDINANCE for contilluing; and cOllfirm
ing the Laws al1d CustOll15 relating to the Tenure, Jllllfri
lal1ce, and Alicnation of Lands, t/tat ,cere ill Force ill tltis 
PrO"clUCe ill the Time of the French Government. 

WHEREAS certain doubts have arifen and may arife, from the 
extenfive words ufed in tht> great ordinance of this province, tLl
ted the feventeenth of September in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-four, in titled, " All Ordinance 
for regulatiJ1~ and establishing ~lte Co~rt:fOr Judicatllre, J usti-
ces of the Peo:e, Quarter S~ss/O~s. J){ll iff,·, oll:i ot!./I r lIIatl:rs 
relative to the distribu!ion of JustIce Ifl tlllS PI'Ol'ldce, by which 
the Courts of Jufiice efiablifhed thereby in this Province are di
reCted to proceed in their decisions according to the Laws of 
England and the Ordinances of this Province; that in confe
quence thereof the rules of inheritance of lands in this Province, 
and the terms and conditions of the tenure~ thereof, and the 
rights, privileges and ~molu.men~s th~nce ariung, either to the 
King or to divers of 1115 MaJefiy s fubJeCl:s ~hat were ~wners of 
land in the faid province, were III whole or III part abohihed, and 
the laws :lnd cull:oms of England relating to the {.lid points at 
once llltrodul:ed in their fiead; which great and fudden altera-
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tion of the laws concerning thef~ important fubjeas would not 
only be ;n no wife ufeful to the fai.d province, but, by unfett~ing 
mens' anc:ient and accu£lomed TIghts and natural expeetatlOns 
founded thereon, would be attt'nded with innumerable hardships 
and inconveniencies to the inhabitants thereof. and produce a 
general confusion:. In order, . ther~fore. t~ prevent thefe evils, 
and to quiet the mmds of the mhabltants with refpect to them; 
It is 01". ·'"iJII d and df'clared by his Excellency the lieutenant-gover
nor of this provlDce, by and with the advice and confent of the 
fame, that al\ the laws and cu£loms that prevailed in this province 
in the time of the French government in the month of Auguft 
in the year of our Lord one thousand feven hundred and fifty
nine, relating to the tenures of lands held either of the King, or 
of other lords, and to the terms and conditions of fuch tenures, 
and to the rights, privileges, and pre-eminences annexe-:l, or be
longing, to any of the faid tenures, and to the inheritance and 
fucceffion to the fame; and to the forfeiture, confifcation, re
annexation or re-uniting to the demefne of the lord, efcheat, 
reverfion, or other devolution of the same whatfoever, either to 
the King or any other lord; and to the power of deviling, or 
bequeathing, any lands by la£l will and te£lament; and to the 
power of alienating the fame by the proprietors in their life-time; 
and to the manner of making filch alienation; and to the power 
and mannel' of limiting, mortgaging, hypothecating, charging, 
and incumbering, any lands in the faid province; {hall continue 
in force and vigour until they are changed in fome of thefe parti
culars by fpecial ordinances exprefsly mentioning fuch changes, 
and fetting forth in a full and di£linet manner the laws introduced 
in the fte,ad of those whieh {hall be fo changed or aboli{hed. 
And further, the fald French laws and cu£loms hereby continu
ed and confirmed {hall be deemed and taken to have continued 
without interruption from the time of the conque£l of this coun
try by the Britith :Irms to the prefent time; any laws, cu£loms 
or ufages of England, or any ordinance of this province to th; 
contrary hereof in any wife notwith£landing. 

This ordinance {hal.1 extend only to fuch lands as were granted 
away b~ ~he French kmg before the conque£l of this country by 
the Bnu{h ;.rms, and to the grants made thereof by the faid 
Fren.eh king to his feveral grantees, a~d the under-grants made 
of dn'ers parts of the fame by the fald grantees of the French 
king. or t.heir .heirs or affigns, or ot~er perfons claiming under 
them, to mfenor tenants or vaffals eIther before or since the [aid 
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conqueft, but not to grants of land made by the king's Majefiy 
fince the conqueft. 

GIVEN by His Excellency the Honourable Guy Carleton, Es
quire, lieutenant-governor and commander in chief of the pro
vince of Quebec, brigadier-general of His Majefty's forces, &c. 
in council at the Caille of St. Lewis in the city of Quebec, on 

in the 
feventh year of His Majefiy's reign, and in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven. 

By the Lieutenant Governor's command. 

N. B. This is fuch an ordmance as is meant by the attorney 
general above-mentioned in his paper above recited, intitled, 11 is 
opinion concerning the Teport made b If Goven;or Carleton, 
where he fays, page EO, that, if the meafure he had before 
fuggefted of making a code of laws for the ule of that pro
vince ihould not be thought advifeable, he is humbly of opinion 
that it would be moft expedient to let the Englith law continue to 
be the general law of the province, and to pafs an ordinance to re
vive thofe of the former French laws which rel2.te to the tenure, 
alienation, and incumbrance, of landed property. 



264 

APPENDIX L. 

The fecond head propofed is a Bill for declaring the common 
Law of the Province. 

The Canadian lawyers are, it feems, not entirely agreed how 
much of the French [yll:em of the cull:om of Paris has actually 
enured in the Province of Canada. The capitubti0n for Montreal 
;lDd the Province, article thirty-six, which engages to preferve to t~e 
inhabitants their property {eems to me to ll:ipulate the manner In 

which that property is to be held; of confequence the Tenures 
are to be preferved, and all the Laws relative to that property. 
For it is not only the thing which we hold, but the manner m 
which we hold beneficially, that confiitutes our property; there
fore I conceive that all the Lands in Canada, the property of na
tive Canadians or which have since palled by defcent or by Will, 
are, in virtue of the capitulation flill governed by the Law of 
France, as to the tenure or modes of holding; although by the 
fony-fecond article of the capitulation granted for Montreal and 
the rell: of the Province of Canacia, and by the ninth article of the 
treaty of Verfailles, tlie il1habitallts become su1vects of .1jour lJJa
jest,!f. How far your Majefiy's Proclamation and the commis
fions and inll:ructions have or have not fuperfeded this idea, ari-
sing out of lhf' terms of the capitulation and treaty, and how far 
the cafe of the new fetders, emigrants from Great Britain and ac
<juirers of lands by new titles, as by mortgage, grant or purchafe, 
is capable of a difiinction, has been already observed upon. 

I think there is a great difiinction between the treaty and capi-, 
tulation ; for the Treaty which makes the Inhabitants fubjech of 
your Majell:y's crown, confirms to them their property in no other 
mode than in a permiffion to retire and to fell their eflates and 
thole rell:rained to be lold to Britiili Subjects. So that if they 
flay and claim under the Treaty only, they flay under condition 
of becoming by their own free Act D, ilish Suvjects; anci as fuch 
[ubject to Britifh La~s ~ut the tr~aty ma,de with the fovereign 
power of ,Franc7 whIch, WJ~hout takmg notice of the Capitulation, 
transfer~ Its fubJects p1n, () JUI c, does not fupcrfede [he capitu;ation 
made with the Inhabl,tants ; becaufe I confider capitulations in the 
eye of the Law of natIOns, to be nor only as national, bur pedonal 
compacts, and made with the inhabitants themfelves, for the con
tidel'ation of their ceafing their resistance. It is contiftent with 
th,e ,honour and interests of this kingdom, that they Ihould be 
lelg10usly obferved and that the condition of the grantees iliould 
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be rendered fubftantially better, rather than worfe, fo far as any 
perlon or rerfons are capabl .. of taking benefit of the grant. . 

At the fame time I mult ob!erve that I do not conceive that 
Tour Majelty is fo bound in your legiflative capacity, that vou 
cannot in parliament change the Laws of fuccefTIon or herit~ge, 
or prevent the keeping up any corporate Body Ecclefialtical, by 
preventing a pt'rp€tual renewal by new Member~, or that your 
Majelty cannot regulate any other gener .. l matter of dividing 
property real or perfonal, after the death of the polfelfor, in the 
fame manner as your Majelty in parliament, may change the 
Laws re!peCting your Other Britilh SubjeCts; fo that the Law be 
not made to the prejndice of any particular private perf on while 
he live~. In as much as no man naturally hath property after 
death, the communitv to which it reverts has a right to fix the 
law of partition, after death, as it shall judge most for the beneut 
of all its members. The right to difpofe by \Vill, or to make a 
private law for a Family, i~ a privilege granted by the commu
nity; and reltrainable, as the Law of France rellrains it more than 
that of England, by excepting the legitime and limiting devifes of 
land in certain degrees, except by deed by and among parties liv
ing. 

It would probably anfwer every just and reaf.Jnable purpofe, 
and would tend perfectly to quiet the minds of your l\1ajelty's 
Canadian Subjects, if a Bill were to pars in pariiament to the fol
lowillg effect :-T;lat i.l all cafes of wills, tenures, ancient rcnt~, 
qoit-n:nts, fervices not being miiitary, divisions of Lands and 
transfers, hypothecations, or charges and pledges, or incumbran
ces of property, moveable and immoveable, and of hereditary 
def-:ent, or partition of dower, or difiribution in cale of intesta
cy, the legitime, or portion of Children and Widow<, and of 
all deeds, leafes and contraCls, the ancient laws, cufiom,. and 
ufJges of Canada !hat! be valid; un leis the [lid cultoms anu u[.
ges !hall have been deviated from by any con/ent of parties by 
expreE convention, or in which the modes of the Englilh Law, 
as in cafeS of transfer between a CanJdian and Englilh born sub
jell, !hall have been followed; that in all cafes where fuch cus
tom and ufages of Canada are relitd upon, either ~y the party 
complaining or the refpondent, filch cultom and u/age Ihall be 
fpecilily pleaded. ~nd in ?rder t~e .better to era/e. from the 
mind. of the Canadian Subjects the!r IciQas of veneratIOn for the 
edicts of their late Sovereign, and for the Arrets of the tribunals 
of France, and as much as pufTIble to mOlke them fenfible of 
their union with, and dependence upon the Briti!h Govt:rnment, 
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it ilioulJ be enacted, that the French Law, known under the de
nomination of the Cufiom of the Vifcounty and Provofiship of 
Paris, and fo much thereof only as has aCtually bem praCtifed in 
the Province, {hall be pleaded under the title of "the common 
" Law, and the Cufiom of Canada, as by AC,t of Parliament es
" tablifhed" and under no other title whatfoever ; and the ab
ftraCt of the faid Cufiom, as hath been drawn up by a Commit
tee of Canadian Gentlemen of the Law, fhall be annexed to 
the Bill to be referred to, as the fole rule; obferving only the al
teration in the articles 99 and 10 I, as in the advel'tifement or 
preamble of the faid abfiraCt is fet forth; that Lands already 
granted or to be granted by your Majefiy, your Heirs or Succefs
ors, fhall be holden in free and common soccage tenure, and {hall 
pafs according to the Laws of England: power always referved 
to your Maje!l:y to make gaants of Lands in any other mode of 
Tenure, if to your Majefiy it fhall feem meet. 

EXTRACT of the PROCEEDINGS of a Committee of the whole 
Council under the following Order of Reference relative to a 
converfion of the prefent Tenures in the Province of· Quebec 
into that of Free and Common Soccage; printed by Order of 
His Excellency the Governor in Council of the 20th October 
1790, for the ufe of the Members of the Legiflative Council • 

.dt the Council Chamber in the Bishop's Palace on 
Wednesday, the 25th of Auguft 1790. 

PRESENT: 
His Excellency the Right Honorable 

GUY Lord DORCHESTER, Governor. 
The Honorable WILLIAM SMITH, Efquire, Chi~f Jufiice, and 

The Honbles. Hugh Finlay, I The Han. George Pownall,l 
Thos. Dunn, Henry Caldwell, I 
Ed. Harrifon, William Grant, ~Efqrs 
John Collins Francis Baby, I 
A. Mabane, C. DelaunadiereJ 
J. G. C. Delery, I.e Cte. Dupre, 

Ordered by His Lordship, that a Committ.;e of the whole 
Council investigate and report a statement of the comparative 
advantages and disadvantages of the tenure in free and Common 
Soccage and the prefent tenures of the Province of a different 
defcription, with a view to the public interest, as well as that of 
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the individuals, holding under fuch tenures; that they deliberate, 
and in cafe a conversion of the prefent tenures in Fief or other
wise into Soccage tenure, shall appear to be auvifable, that they 
report upon the most eligible mode of effecting the fame, without 
prejudice to the rights of individuals and the general interest of 
the country. In doing this the Committee are to attend to the 
nature and operation of the different daules in the Statute of 
12 Car. 2, Cap 21-. by which SOlcage holding was made general 
in England, giving Mr. Lanaudiere at the fame time an opportu
nity to be heard on his Petition for a conversion of the tenure of 
his cftates into that of free and Common Soccage, which was re
ferred to a committee of the Council on the 14th. February 1788. 
And the Committee may call on Mr. Attorney and Solicitor
General for their opinion on the fubject matter of the reference. 
if they {hall conceive the fame to be neceffary and take all fuch 
other means, as they may think proper, for acquiring the neces
fary information; and further, if legislative interpofition fhall 
appear to be neceffary, the committee are to report [uch draft 
of a Bill, as the cafe may require. 

Letters of the SUJ'uyor General and Depu~1j SIl1~Je.Ij01·-G('n('r{d. 
inc/osin,,!; an ellumeration of Grants to the amount oj' 7,985, 
47Ui ACns. 

" Snt, 

" SURVETOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE," 

Quebec, 25th September J 790." 

" The enclosed lift of Seigniories and their contents was for
" med in purfuance of the right Honorable Lord Dorchefter's 
" command, fignified to us by letter from Mr. Secretary Motz of 
" the 28th. August. 

" We have had recourse to the Public Records for the pur
ee pofe; and it is pollible though we are not aware of it, that 
" there may be a grant or two and perhaps more, that have efca
" ped our refearches, and there may for want of accurate actual 
" Sun.ey's be some miftake in the compu.tat!on of their contents, 
" and particularly of the hlands from their Irregular figures. 

CI We ~ave lately had occasion to :fhew the comparifon, be
" tween the granted, and ungranted Territories on the ~'ollfh 
" side of the St. Lawrence, but the want of Surveys, and the 
.C immenfe exteLt of the Province on the North, and in the 
" North-weft, renders flith a comparison on the North fide at 
" prefent impossible, nor can be expected. for an ag7 to come." 

" All we know is, that thefe vall: regIOns furmfh abundant 
" fCdpe rot fettlement \lnd Cultivation, and an innumerable po-
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" pulation, especially to the Wefi of t~e Meridian of ~h!s City, 
" tho' the Co untrie~ North and North-Eafi, of that Mendlan, are 
" mountainous up to the limits of the Hudfon's Bay company." 

" We are Sir your mofi Obedient Humble Servants, 

(Signed) {
SAMUEL HOLLAND, 
JOHN COLLINS, D. S. G. 

Honorablt \VU.LIAM Sl\UTH, Efq; 

REPORT OF THE SOLICITOR-GENERAL. 

TO THE HO::-.JO~ABLE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL. 
l\lAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, 

Anxiolls to contribute all the Information in my power to the 
Honorable D031d of Council upon the subject of the Letter I re
ceived from His Honor the President on the 31 fi of Augufi lafi, 
inclosing feveral important quefiions rdating to the tenures of 
Eltates in this Country, and fuggefiing the idea of converting the 
fame into Free and common foccage; I fubmit the following an. 
fwer to those Quefiions for the consideration of the Board. It 
is fit I fhould inform the Honorable Board that the prefent dan
gerou<; fiate of Health of the Attorney General has defeated our 
intentions of nuking a Joint Report, and I may urge with truth 
that the daily avocations of my other public department, have 
gre.t1y impeded my delib;rations on the prer'nt fubject, but as 
upedition may be wifhed and expected, I fhall fiate my Anfwer 
concifely, but I hope with a drgree of precision. 

" Question I.-Upon what tenure were the lands of this 
" Country granted by the French? 

The Civil Confiitution of Canada was efiablished upon the Feu
dal 5yfiem; large TraCts of Land were granted by the French 
Crown en Fief et S:'igllf'Urif', thefe efiates are fiiled Biens No
bles ; fmall parcels and Town Lots were granted by an Ignoble 
Tenure, called Roture. 

There are fome, a very few, allodial grant~, the Tenure is ter. 
med Franc Alell Noble and Franc Aleu Rotllrier : a fewer fiiH 
by that tenure which is of a Ipiritual nature called Pure .dun/one, 
or ,h·ancka/moiglle. 

" Question 2.-What kind of Tenure wasmofi prevalent and 
CI what may be fiated in probable conjecture for the proportion 
u between them? 

In the country, the tenures en Fief et Seigneurie were almofi 
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univerfal. In the Town of Quebec, feveral f mall parcels were 
granted upon the fame tenure; and there, :1, well as at Tllree
Rivers, and adjoining to the Forts of Crown Point, D<>troit &c. 
fmal! parcels or lots were granted (')1 Rollin'. 

The p;oportion i? [\Vor of Fiefs and Seigueuries (alluding to 
the Roya. Grants) IS beyond companCon greater tlun all the 
other 'l'CIIIII'f'.'·' 

" QII('stion ~.-\Vhat Cecurities had the French Crown by 
" the Law of the Coulltry, or the nature and tenor of the 
" grants, to compel or promote the cultivation and improvement 
" of the land granted? 

A power of reuniting the ELhte, to the King's Domain, in de
fault of Cultivation and Improvement by the GrZlntce, was the 
only, if it can be deemed any, fecurity of the Crown; anl thi~ 

Ill:. By the tenor of the grant, al moil univerLllly Itipulatcd; 
and ~ly. By virtue of two arret~ of the King of the 6th. of July, 
1 i Ii. His Arret of the 15th. of March, 17:12 and his declaration 
of the 17th. of July 1743. Several Seigneuries, and more par
ticularly thofe near Lake Champlain, were', antecedent to the 
Conqueil:, at the infbnce of the King's Attorney General reunitel 
to the King's Domain, by Ordollll(lIl(,('S of the Governor ancl In
tendant, for want of Cultivation an'\ improvement made by the 
Grantees, and afterwards regranted to others, and in some inilan
ces to the fame Grantees. 

" !i2.,!/( slivlI 4.-What were the legal Burde:ls upon the Gran
" tee of the Crown in refervations, conditions, rents and Cervi
" ces; or what were the benefits accruing to the French Crown 
" from the nature of the Grant founded in the ufual reL:rv2-
" tions, or by the general laws of the country? 

The Grantee and his Heirs and afIigns, by the Tenor of his 
Grant and by the law of the Country (Art. 3:! and 3.; of the Cus
tom) were bound to render Fealty and homage to the King (by hi, 
Reprefentative) at the CaLl:le of St. Lewis in this City; the vafftl, 
wa, bound at the f.lme time, or within forty days after, (,\rt. 8, 
10 and 11,) to deliverto the King's Repre~entative. U'I .Jc'(U et 
Di:llombrf'lllrnt, that is to say, a particular ilatement of his Title, 
the extent of his Fief, its dependencies, appurtenances and pre
rogatives, whether he had a right to hold Courts of J un ice, high, 
inferior or low J uilice, any and which of them; the amo:ll1t of 
rent of the Clerk's and Notary's Offices, Fines and other Ri,;:lts; 
his Manor-Houfe, the lands of his Domain, the quantity a!1d 
quality of his arable, Meadow, paLl:ure and Wood Lands, what 
Ponds and Lakes; what Farm HouCes and other bl,ildings he Iud 
on his Domain, the boundaries of the Farms, their revenue and 
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to whom let or whether he cultivated them himst:lf, the annual 
amount of the ('em, Rents and other dues, with the n?mber and 
names of his CfI}sitairrs or '/'1-Tenants, or others fubJect to pay 
rent to him' the Ri.,.hts and fervices he owed on account of. his 
Fief; whetl~er he h~ Right o~ Mill; the ~ands granted e~~ Ro
ture on his Efiate; ancI a p;Jrtlcular defignatlOu of the Arnere or 
Rere-Fiefs; How he bfcame entitled to his Fief .and Seig~euri~, 
whether by Succeffiol1 (and particularly whether m. the Lme DI-
rect or Colletaral) by purchale, gift, or how ?therwlsc. . . 

Upon the fale or other mutation of the Fief (except m the di
rect line) the Fine called Droit de QUillt, or a fifth part of the 
amount of the purchafe money was payable to the .King, at the 
time of rendering fealty and homage, (Art· 25.) m refpect of 
Lands governed by the Cuftom of Paris, which is the General 
Law of the Country; and in refpect of Lands governed by the 
Cullom of 1-(,.1'ill Le Franc;ois (for there were fome few grants 
made fubject to that Cufiom) a Relief, i. e. one Year's Revenue 
the Fief fold (Art. '33.) and not the Quint was payable upon every 
mutation whatfoever. 

The King might ufe his Right of Retmit Feodal, the Jus re
frac/i, within forty days after notice given of the Sale of any 
Fief and Seigneurie made by his Grantee, reimbursing the Pur
chafer his purchale money, and the legal expences (loyau:r couts) 
Art. 20. but this Right ceared after an invelliture of the New 
Vassal. 

There are legal Burdens. 
A few old (lrants made by the India Company stipulated that on eve

ry Mutati01l a Medal of half an ounce or an ounce of Gold (un: Maille 
d'Or) should be paid the company in lieu of the Quint. 

The usual Reservations and Conditions in the more ancient Grants 
were: 

1. That the Grantee should, with in a year and a day, build an Habi
tation upon, and actually inhabit the Lands (Lenir feu et lieu) al d culti
vate and improve the same (dEurter et mettre en 'Valeur) aud caUS!1 his 
Ter-Tenants (Censi/airel) to do the same within the same period: (some 
Grants mention that the Lands are to be stocked w:th cattle in two 
years,) in default of which the King should of Right re-enter into the 
Possession of the land granted-but a formal Process for the Reunion, 
was however thought necessary, and always prosecuted by the Attor
ney Genera\. 

2. '!'hat the Grantee should preserve all Oak Trees growing on :lis 
D~ma1ll, and cau~e all Oa~ Trees fit for ~he construction of the King's 
Ships to be preserved by hiS Sub-feudatOries (Cenli/aires). 

3. That the Grantee should give immediate advice to the King or his 
Governor and Intendant, of the discovery of all Mines, Ores and Mine-
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rals (J"!ines, Jl.fjnitru el Alin/raux) found in the Llnds Granted; wi:h 
exceptIOn only to two Grants, wherein they are expressly given to the 
Grantees. 

4. That the Grantee should get the grant ratified by the Kin.,., ge. 
nerally within the period of one year. " 

5. That the Grantees should permit the necessary Roads to be laid 
out for public utility, and cause a clause to be' inserted in their conces. 
sions to the Tcr.tcn~nts that they should do the same. 

The more modern Grants contain the .arne reservations and conditions, 
but they al~o c~ntain additionnal stipulations, namely; 

6. That In ca,e the King should have occasian for any part of the 
land granted for the purpose of building Fortg, Batteries, places of 
arms, stores, or other public wllrks, he should be at liberty tll take the 
same, together with the trees and timoers that should be neceosarv, and 
also, Firewood for the supply of the Garrisons within the extent ~f the 
lallds granted, without being held or bound to make any compcn8ation 
to the Grantee. 

7. That the Grantee should allow the free use of the Beaches to all 
Fishermen, except sue!. part as he might stand in need for his own 
Fisheries. 

8. That the Grantee should concede laods to his Sub.feudatories at 
the accustomed rents and dues (cellS (/ Renlcs et RedevQnces Accoulumi) 
for every acre in front by forty in depth; about a fcurlil part only of 
the Grants c::;ntain this clau.e. 

9. In many of the latest Grants the King reserves the Rip;ht of tak
in~ Oak Timber, Masts, and Yards (1'111 all/res), and all other Timber 
proper for lhe Construction and Equipment of his S:lips, without ma
king any compensation for the same-and in one Grant the King reser
ves the Red and Pitch Pine for making Tar. 

There were no lents reserved to the K:ng by the grants made ill Fief 
and Seigneurie; nor were the Grantee liable to any leg)1 Service;, ex
cept rendering Fealty and Homage to the King's Repre;entati\'c. and 
furnishing the Aveu eI n,nombrtmuzl in the manner beio .. e dC5cribeu, but 
this they were bound to, on Pain of the saisie feodale of their Es:ates. 
(Art. 1.) 

By one of the Arrets aforementioned of the 6th July, till, the 
Grantees were bound to concede Landi 10 their Sub·feuddlol ies fvr the 
usual Cenl et Rentu eI Redevance/, and by the arret of the) 5th ~'brch, 
1732, upon non·compliance ton the part of the Royal Gran!t'c. the 
Governor and Intendant were impowered and directed, to concedc the 
same on the part of the Crown, to the Exclusion of the Grantee, and 
the rents to be payable to the Receiver·General. The G.rantces are there
by also restricted frum selling any Wood .Lands (BoIS de boul). upon 
Pain of Nullity of the contract of conceSSIOn, a ReuniOn of the lands 
to the Royal Domain, and Restitution of the Purchase Money to the 
Sub. feudatory, 

The benefits accruing to the French Crown from the nature of the 
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grants en Fief el Seigneurie, were c~Sl1al, under the ~ustom of Paris, 
the Revenue of Quint (a third of whIch was usually remItted) and under 
the custom of Vexin Le Franr;ois, a Relief. I have melllionned the 
Droit de Retrait Jioda!. 

By the Roture tellure, the Grantor, whether the King directly, or 
his Grantee en Fief media/elg, stipulated a specific sum ('Jne halfpenny 
for every Acre in front by forty Acres in debt) payable to him by the 
Rot'lre Grantee annually on a fixed day, and at the Seigneur's Mansion
House, for what is termed Gens, evidencing thereby that he was the 
Seigneur Gensier et Foncier, or immediate Seigneur of the Roture Gran
tee (marque de !a direcle Seigneurie.) A Specification indispensibly ne
cessary to intide the Seigneur to be paid the Lods et ventes, upon every 
subsequent alienation of the land granted, (Gens porle Lods et Venles; 
and another Specific Sum (one halfpenny for every superficial acre can· 
tained in the Grant) for what is called Rente. In the Towns of Qu-ebec 
and Three·Rivers, the reservation of the Gens et Rentes, for small Lots, 
are variable and very low, but specifically ascertained. 

Upon every mutation of Roture Lands, the new proprietor was 
bound to produce his titles to the Seigneur, and in forty days after ex
hibiting the same, the Seigneur, in case of A mutation by 5ale, and even 
upon Donations inter vivos, from a collateral branch or stranger, was 
intitled to the alienation Fine called Droits tie Lods et Venta, (Art. 73 ) 
which is the twelfth penny or a twelfth part of the price or value of the 
land; a fourth of the Fine was usually remitted by the Seigneur, but 
without any obligation so to do. 

The King by Virtue of an Edict of the 20ln March, 1673, had 
the right of Lods el renles upon exchanges of one inheritance for ano· 
ther, on lands granted by the Crown en Rolure. But this right was 
limited to the King alone, and did not extend to his Grantees en Fief ej 
Seigneurie over their subteudatories, except the Seigneurs of the Island 
of Montreal, to whom this Right was given, in heu of the Droil d, 
Justice, which they relinquished. 

These are leg3l burdens, but clearly ascertained. 
The Benefits accruing to the French Crown from the nature of the 

Royal Grants en Roture, were merely the Gens et RentN, and the Casu
al revenue of Lodset Venta, with the right of Pre emption,* but thi! 
Right ceased after seisin given to the proprietor. 

The Roture Tenants in Canada, ill virtue of the King's Edict of the 
4tn June, 1686, and the provincial Judicial decisions given in conse. 
quence, wpre bound to the servitude of grinding all the Corn for the 
consumpti.on of their Families at the Banal Mills of their Seigneurs. 
The Toll IS a Fourteenth Bushel; and the penalty for a contravention 
under the Autority of a Provincial Decision, is understood to be th!: Pay~ 
ment of Double Toll. 

5tn Question.-" What were the benefits which the Grantee of the 
c, Crown might draw from the sub-feudatory; or what the burdens in 
c, acknowledgements, Rents and Services, to which the occupants un. 

• Pre-emption is not a legal but a conventional right. 
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" der the Royal Grantee were liable from the nature of the coucession 
., or by the Law of the Country? 

This is in g·eat part answered upon the forth Question, in respect of 
the benefits which by the Law of the country (independant of Conven
tionalstipulationsl the grantee of the Crown might derive from his sub
feudatory; and which in fdct are the burdens that the sub-feudatories are 
liable to. But the Grantees, of hog usage imposed other stipulations 
in their contract of concession to the subfeubatories; such as the Re
trait Conventione! (the JUJ relraclum the payment of nne or more bush
els of '''heat annually, one or more Capon., a certain number of days' 
labour (Corvees) &c. But these are Conventional Burdens. 

6tl, Question.-" 'Vas the estate of the Gran:ee of the Crown sub
" ject to partitinn by Marriage Contract, Testamentary Disposition, or 
" any other mode of alienation, voluntary or Judicial, and by inheritance 
" in the Lines direct or Collateral; or WIIS any estate held impartible 
" and unalienable, or in the nature of an Engli.h Intail ? 

I conceive the common law of this Province, in relation to the powers 
to be exercised by Marriage Cont.ract, testamentary disposition or any 
other mode of alien:ltion, respecting the tenure en Fief et Sfi~neurit', 
and that en Roture, to be indiscriminately the same. " 

By Contract made before Marriage, the contracting parties might 
make such stipulations respecting both their R~al aud Personal Pro
perties as they unitedly judged fit. They might stIpulate that the 
real as well as the personnal property belonging to both, or either of 
them, or any desi~nated Part thereof should, or sh"uld nnt, enter 
into the Conjugal partnership. But after Marriage, Tnheritances des
cending to either of them by succession in the line direct, or Colldte
ral, or given by Donation or otherwise in the line direct (unless the 
contrary were expressed in the deed of c~nveyallce) to either of them, 
did not enter into the Communaute or Partnenhip. Estates given Col
laterally, or by strangers to either of them, after marriage, became a 
part of their join.t proprerty ; but by. express stipulations in the conve
yance, the liberality of the Donor mIght be prevented from becommg 
a part of the common stock. 

Antecedently to the Queb~c Act. 14th of His Majesty ch.83. a 
fifth part only of Estates de3cended by Inheritance, which are termed 
Propres, could be devised. or otherwise ?isposed of (expect in cases ?f 
actual sale) to the prejndlce of the Heirs dIrect or c~llateral, who In 

that respect might be ~ald to have the expectant ReverSIOn of the other 
four fifths. 

Real as well as personnal property acquired or purchased pending the 
Communauti, which are termed Conquests, being the fruits of the joint 
industry of the husband aud wife, were a part of the joint stock and 
partible as such. . ' _ 

In case of Marriages, wllhollt a prevIOus Contract, 110 part at the 
,-eal property of either husband or wife, before marriage, entered into 

Hh 



274 

the Communaute, bi' the Municipal Law? their personals alone did so. 
Estate en Fief et Scigneurie, are partible in the manner following. 
The eldest son in the nature of a jointure (par droit d' Ainesse et Pre. 

ciput) succeeds to the Mansion House \C.hateau ou Manoir t:r!n.cipa/) 
the inner yard (Basse cour) and a supel~clal acre of land adjoIning to 
the Mansion House supposed to be an Inclosed Garden (1m arpent de 
Terre del'enclos et Jardin) if there be such; and if there happens to 
b(! a Mill within that Inclosure and annexed to it the Right of Banali. 
Ie. the body of the building belongs to him, but the profits of the 
Toll are not vested in him alone, they are divided in proportion to 
the inheriting Rights of each of the Heirs (Art. 13 and 14.) If it 
should happen that there were but a son and one other child to in
herit, the e1de,t son succeeded to two thirds of the estate, his Bro. 
titer or Sister to the other third Cht. IS.) 

If there were more Children, the elde.t Son succeeded to one 
moiety, the other Children to an equal proportion of the other 
moiety (Art. 16.) 

The Droit d' Ainerse did not extend to females, but successions, in 
the direct and Collateral lines, were divisible in equal portions. 
(Art. 19) 

In the Collateral Line, females did not succeed with Males in e
qual degree, (Art. 25.) 

Upon marriag-es had without a previous Contract, the Widow had 
hel· customary Dower (Ie Douaire coutumier) which was a moiety for 
her life of her Revenue of her Husband's real estates, possessed at 
time of his marriage, and those descending to him in the line direct 
pending the marriage, (Art. 24,1, 21,8;) dtlscendlble to the issue of 
the marriage, (Art. 249 ;) upon renouncing to their Father's SucC'es
sion (Art. 250;) for they cannot claim to the estates by inheritance 
and to the right of dower. Nul n'est Douairier et heritier de son pe
re, (Art. 251.) 

Estates subject to th~ customary dower, stood pledged (Hgpothequ;s} 
from the day of the marriage for the security of the widow and is. 
sue (\f the marriage, and if aliened afterwards, they continued sub
ject to her and their rights. 

Marriage Contracts, donations inter vivos, and by testamentary 
di;positons, an Intail, whichthe Civilians term SlIbstitlltion (Fidei com. 
missaire) may be created (tho' I know no instance of it in this pro
vince, but there may be some) so far down as the second degree 
(L'Ordonnance d'Or/eans) .they .m~st ~e published and enregistred in 
the proper Court of JustIce wlthm SIX months after the date, if in. 
ter vivo!, and within the same periJd after the decease of the substitutor 
if it be a testamentary disposition, and in that case they cannot be 
purged or affected by any Judicial decree whatsoever, except res. 
pecting debts due by the Substitutor. 

7t'~ Question.-" Were the sub.feudatory Farms of the concessions 
" of the Tenantry held under the royal Grantees, devisable, desceo. 
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" dible, alienable and partible in the like manner without limitation. 
'Yith exception to the pal tition of the Rotllre landi among the 

HeIrs, whIch were paltlble am,)ng them in equJI share', wlthuut the 
Droit d' Aillfsse or other preferable right, the answer to the &ixlh 
question applies. 

8th Question·-" \Vould a conversion of the French Tennre into 
" the Tenure of Free and c.ommon Soccage be advantageons to tile 
" proprietor holding by grant of the French Crown In FIef, Sei. 
" gneurie or Hotme, dlscriminatilJg il3 effects as to lhe parcels that 
" are settled, such as are still unconceded and uncultivatell; and 
" what in particular appears to you to be the instances of advantage 
" or dIsadvantage to result from such Conversion. 

There ap;>cars to be tngrafted on the Royal Grants the fiction of 
feod~ I Tenure, drawiug after ic the servile appendages of Alienation 
Fines, &c. Qui,,!s and Reliefs upon the Tenure en Fief, and Lads et 
Ventes and the servitude of Ba"nalite upon that en Roture; and tirE're. 
fore a general answer to this question can give no embarassmcnt ; nor 
can I hesitate saying that a conversion of those Tenures into :hat of 
l'ree and common Soccage, whIch is not subject tu those appE'lIlhges, 
would be advantageous to the Roture Grantees of the Crow". 

With regard tt) the Royal Grantee ell Fief et Seigneurie, such a on. 
version, if unqualified, might anJ I think would "perate a heavy Ius, 
to most of them, by being deprIved of their certain Revenue of Barl/Ill' 

lite, and their casual Revenue of Lads et rentes. 
The Droit de Justice, ;rccorded to them by their Grants, which tho' 

exerci,ed in many ::>eigneuries antecedent to the COllqUest, but tacitly 
relinquished, or at kast nDt exelcbed, since that peril'd, is all "bj,'Ll fre
quently mentioned by the Seigneurs, tll whom by their Grants that 
right was gIven. 

The Haute Justice, on account of the Prisons which the Seig:lcur 
Haut Justicier was bound to erect and maintain, as well as of the 
nece,sary Officer~ of that Justice, might be considered onerous upon 
them, but on the other hand, they were entitled to the c'lItiscated 
Estates and Effects of pers~ns c"nvicted of Felony within their 

Seigneuries, to Estates escheatiug for want dE Heirs, tu the p 'S ,.,,1 JlI 

of vacant inheritances, and to JudicIal fine •. 
By the statute of the ll,th of HIS Majesty ch 33, I ,conceive .the 

criminal powers of the Seigneurs to be abrogued, end their pretenSluns 
limited to the civil part only. 

A conversion of the Tenure en FIef, into Free and c,)mmlln Soc
cage, would exonerate those Estates flom the Aliellation tines pay
able to the King in the manne.r I,have mentioned; btl. as they. 
have in view to hand down theIr Estates to dIStant gpncrall ,'~; of 
their famiTies, many of them consider the Exempti<l11 of p lv,nellt of 
those filles to be but of little moment; and therefore, II;).)" that 

g round a conversion of the Tenure would be a certain dlsadvell-
, H h 2 
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tage but no certain benefit to them, respecting the parcels of their 
estates that are already cOllceded. 

It may not have the same effect with resl?ect to the unconceded 
pan of thtir estates; it tis true, the converswn of the Tenure mto 
free ard common Soccage, would. by a fit law for that purpose, 
preclude them their now legal rights to alienation, fines and Bannalite, 
but they might dispose of that part of their Estates in fee simple, for 
such anllual quit rents as may be agteed upon, or Leases, for Itves, or 
a tet m of years, perhaps at a gr<ater advantage than thuse at present 
granted "p"n the Rolure Tenure; and there is great reason to apprehen~, 
that dwt part of their Estates would be more rdptdly settled and cultI
vated; I am therefOie of opinion, that in respect of the ungranted par
cels (If their Estates, no matet ial disadvilntage, perhaps a much greater 
benefit wou\1 accrlle t'> them, by a conversion of the T((lUre into free 
al,d comm"n S, ccage. 

9th !!2.,ui·s:i,,/i.-" Would fuch converfion of the Tenure of' 
" the Eil:ates or the fubfeudatories be beneficial or detriment>.1 to 
" them; and in what refpeCts, as you apprehend, and for what 
" reafons ?" 

The bt'nefits that would refult to the Rotu1'e Grantees of the 
Crown, of which I have fpoken in the anfwer to the 8th quefiion, 
wou:d equaliy affeCt the fubfeudatories of the Royal Grantees in 
F.ef. 

It is however right to obferve, that, by the French King's 
eelicts and declaration before mentioned, the Royal Grantee ell 

Fit ( was bOlll,d to concede Lands to all A P?licants for lhe (lC

cll.ctollled ReI/is and lJu s, and upon his non-compliance, the 
Go\'ernor and Intendant were directed to do fo, on the part of 
the Crown, and for the benefit of the Crown; this may be con
fidered a great h:ility for the fettlement of the Children (who 
are numerous) of the poor Peafantry of this Conutry, to whom 
alone, anel in this rerpect only, the con\'erfion of the Tenure 
may pro\'e detrimental, from their Inability to purchafe Lands, 
though a wilderneos, on account of the exorbitant demands of 
the Proprietor. 

10th .':l!."fsti,iII. " How may the irJterests of the Crown and 
" public be affected by fuch converfion; flating the points in 
,( which it may operate to the lofs or emolument of the Royal 
" Revenue? 

The interefl of the Crown, in relation to the Grants made by the 
French Crown, and there have been very few, and of but small 
parcels or lots (except that given to Mr. Shoolbred in the Difitrict 
ot Gafpe) fince the Conquefi, is but of [mall consideration in 
point of Revenue. Alienations of Fiefs and Sei!!nem'ies in the 
Country are not frequent, but the royal Roture C Grants, in the 
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town of Quebec, merit fome consideration, not in refpect to the 
qual/llllU of the annual rents, but on account of the Fine of 
Lads d VCl/lps, proceeding from the frequency of alit nation ; 
they are a Cafualry, and cannot be precifely afcertained, any 
more than the revenue of Quil/t. 

But if the extensive trac~ of the ungranted lands of the crown 
were divided into difiinct Seigneuries, and Grants made of the 
lands therein to the Peafantry upon the R"turc T ~nure, the re
venue deducible to the crown thereby, might, and wou.d in the 
courft: of a feries of years, be very productive, and continue to 
increafe. At the fame time I am of opinion, that the Settlement 
of the wafie lands might, under that Tenure, be checked and 
greatly impeded, to the detriment of the Population, Agricul
ture and Commerce of the Province, a great p:lrt of the benefits 
of which would center in the Mother Country. 

IIIIt $!.ur slioll -" By wlnt mode may fuch conversion of the 
" Tenure be created? If the Prerogative is competent for it, 
" what Claufes Illay be necessary in the Royal Patents or Grants, 
" anJ if a law is wanted to effect the design, what paragraphs 
" ought it to contain for the interefi of the Proprietors, whether 
" Seigneur or Ceniitaire, Lord or !'enant, or mon: eligible as 
" well for individuals as the crown and the public? Taking at 
" the fame time into consideration the fit:lllte of 1 ~ Car 2. ch 24. .• 

The exifting Tenures being a part of the municipal Laws 
of the Country, I think a Law will be necessary to declare 
their converGon. 

I flull, with all the expedition that my now preEing avocations 
in the Council office department will admit, ft,t about prep.lring 
fuch claufes a~, to me, may appear expedient {or the intended 
law. I submit this report, as a work done with fome degree of 
precipitation, proceding from .the n.lOti\'e of. accelerating the im
portant object under the consideration of thiS Honorab~e Board; 
requefiing your Indulgence till a future day, to fubmlt the ne
cefsary Paragraphs to be inserted in the Act. 

I have the Honor to Qe with great Respect, 

GENTLEMEN, 

Your moil obedient and moil 

Humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. WILLIAMS, So'r. GCileral. 

QUEBEC, 5th October 1790. 
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ANSWE.RS BY CHARLES DE LANAUDlERE, ESQ...UIRE, 

To some oj the !('ueslions proposed by the llollorable Committee 
of the whole Conucil. 

A "'rC'f'l'lo the hi .;z;leslioll,-In Fief and Sei:{neurie, fome in 
Fiefs of Di~nity, with the Right of high, middle, and inferior 
J u{bc~ and 'fome in Fiefs without the right of 1ufiice. Town Lots, 
and fome fm.111 Tracts in the Country CII Censh'e or Roture, fo that, 
generally, there is no other Tenurein Canada than Fief and 
RotI1r., governed according to the Cufiom o~ Paris, and the 
JTexin Le Francois, furrounded by that of PartS. 

2d. The Fieis granted by the Company of the afsociates 
of new France, that is to fay, before 1663, (at which Time that 
Company furrendered their Rights to the King) were principally 
granted according to (he Cufiom of Vexinle Francois. Pofie
rior to that Period, the King granted none but according to the 
Cufiom of Paris; ali relevant from the Came of St. Lewis at 
Quebec, the place designated in the Title Deeds of Concefsion, 
for rendering Fealty and Hommage to His Majefiy, and other 
Rights and Dues according to thofe Cufioms. With exception 
to the Houfe-Lots in the Towns of Quebec and Three-Rivers, 
there are Qnly a few Royal Grants en Censive in Canada, except 
at Detroit, where all the Grants are if sued by His Majefty in 
Rolure, as well in the Town as in the Country. The Royal 
Grants of the French Government are therefore principally in 
Fief and Signory, high, middle, and inferior 1uftice. 

Sdl//. By the King's Order of the 20th of May, 1676, (the 
£irfi Royal Regulation relating to Lands, found enregifiered by 
the Superior Councilor Parliament of Quebec:) the King's Go
vernor and Intendant ought not to grant Lands in Fief and Ro
tur., to the Inhabitants of CanaJa, but upon Condition that the 
Grants in Fief fhould be reprefented to the King within a Year 
from their date, to be confirmed or ratified by His Majefty, upon 
Pain of Nullity; and upon condition, that the Grantees fhould 
caufe the Lands to be cleared and improved within the fubsequent 
six Years. 

In 1711, the lth of 1uly, the King ordered by His Arret 
(al~o ~nregistred in the Superior Council of Quebec) that th; 
Selgmors of the Colony who had no Domain cleared, nor Inha
bitants placed upon their Seigniories, fhould put them into Cul
ture within one Year, on Pain of being reunited to the King's 
Domain, upon the 1udgments which the Governor and lnten-
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dant fhould. re~der, at the Profecution of the Attorney General. 
That the Selgmors {bould make Grants to the Inhabitants (t titre 
de RedevancF, that is to fay, in Roture or for CellS et Rrntes, 
without exacting from them any Money in the Nature of a Sale, 
and in default of doing fo, the Inhabitants were permitted to make 
a Demand upon the Seignior by SOllllllatioll, and in cafe of Re
fufal, to addrefs themfelves to the Governor and Intendant, upon 
whom it was incumbent to make the Concefsions to the Inhabi
tants, fubject to the fame R:gh:s with other Lands conceded in 
the Seigniory, payable to His Majefty, and not to the Seignior. 
Another Arret of Hi, Majefty of the (1me Day, ordering all In
habitants or Censitaires of the Seigniors to put their Lands in 
Cultivation, and to inhabit them within a Year and a Day, upon 
pain of being reunited to the Seignior's Domain, by Judgment 
of the Intendant. 

Another Arret of His Majefty of the 15th March, 1732, en
regiftered at Quebec, mentioning the foregoing ,·1rn1ts of the 
6th of July 17 I 1, and re!l:raining the Seiglliors and other Pro
prietors from felling any Wood Lands ((,II bois de bout) upon 
Pain of Nullity, Reftitution of the Purchafe Money, and re
union to the Domain of His Majefty, or of the Seigniors. 

The 17th July, 1743, a Declaration of His Majefty (enregis
tered) authorising the Governor and Intendant to make Grants 
of Lands, to proceed to reunite to His Majefty's Domain the 
Lands granted, that fhould be found liable to be fo, for want of 
Culture, and prefcribing the mode of proceeding in that Relpect, 
attributing to them the Cognifance of all Matters relative to 
Grants, to the exclusion of all other J ud t es. 

All the Titles or Brevets of Concession of Lands contJin 
Claufes obligatory of Cultivation. It does not appear that either 
thofe Claufes, or the Arrets quoted, were ever rigorously execu
ted, being considered comminatory, rather than penal.; 

4 ~ 5th. The legal and cu!l:olmry Charges of Grants in Fief, 
are Fealty and Hommage, the .liz), II ct J)c}/OmbI'FllIl'lIt or Land 
Roll, the Retrait feodal and figllag( r, the (,)Uilll, th~ Relief, 
the Right of Franc Fief, of AIIWl'li'SOIlf'Ilt 2nd of .\ ouvmu:c 
Acqui;ts; thefe Charges draw after them the Fidelity and Mi!itary 
Service of all Pofsefsors of Fiefs and Rere-fi~fs, under what foe
ver Title as well perfonnally as by pecllniary Contribution. The 
feodal S'eizure Forfeiture, or Confifcation for Services and 
Rights not paid and rendered, or ~f Felony: Denial, Reproach 
or Scandal of the Seignior, or of an. Illegal Dllmembermen~ of the 
Fief, and other ufual Charges, Duttes and feodal Reftramts, as 
the Cafe might require. H h 4 
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The ordinary modern Refervations in Grants en Tiff, are Ill. 
Fealty and Hommage.- 2d. The accufiom~d Rights and Dues 
according to the Cuftom.-3d. The prefervation of Oak Timber 
fit for I he conftructlOn of His Majefty's Ships.-4th. To give the 
King advice of Mines. Ores and Minerals found.-5th. That 
Appeals from the Seigniorial Courts !hould be made to the Pro
voft!hip of Quebec.-6th. 1'0 build a Habitation, and to inhabit 
it (tflllr /i'u, t {11'U) and to caufe their Sub-feudatories to do the 
sJ.me-ith To clear, and caufe to be cleared, without delay. 
-8th. To fuffer to be made all the Roads necefsary for public U. 
tility-9th. To infert similar Claufes in the Coneeffions to the 
Ter-Tenants, at the ufilal Ceus, Rents and Dues per Acre of Land 
in Front, by forty in Depth.-l Oth 1'0 permit the Beaches to be 
fn:e for all Fishermtn, with Exception to fuch Part as the Seignior 
!hould have occasion to ufe for his own Fi!hery.-ll tho In cafe 
His Majel1y !hould at any future Time have occasion for any Part 
of the Seignory, whereon to build Forts, Batteries, Places of 
Arms, Stores or Public Works, His Majefiy might take the fame, 
as well J.S the Timber nectfsary for thofe Works, and the Fire
w')od for the Garrifon therein, without being held to make Olny 
Recompence. 

The Charges of the High J uftice (Tl miff' .Ills/ie' ) are I fi. By 
the ordinance of RoufTilon in 1563, Art. 27, it is enacted, that 
the J urifdiction thereof !hall be simply under that of the Parlia
ment, and the Segniors Hlluts Jusl/(iers, condemnable in sixty 
Livres ( Plirisi,,) for the erroneous Judgments of their J udges.-
2d. Children found expofed within the extent of their Jurifdic
tion, are at the Seignior's Charge, according to different .ArdIS, 
particularly the Regulation of the 30th June, 1664.-3d. The 
Seignior, having the Right of holding Courts of Jufiice, is ob
liged to have a Hall ( .Ii udiluil'e) on the out-side of his Chateau 
to hold his Court at, together with Prifons on a Ground Floor 
that the Prifoners may be kept in a dry Place -4th. The Officers 
ihould execute, and rigidly exact the Execution of the Police, 
which is a 11t:avy Charge, more efpecially refpeeting the Profecu
tion of Criminals and Dclin(llJenrs, for all Species of Crimes.-
5.th. The Seigniors .having r!ght of J uftice, are obliged to exer
clfe and render Juftlce to their Vaf5als and Subjects at their own 
Expence. that is to fay, to pay Salaries or Wages to their Offi
cers according to the Ordinance, upon Pain of losing their 
Right of J ~fiic.e. Fiefs of al.1 Sorts 0:-ve . Fealty and Hom~ge, or 
Oath of. Flddlty to t~e do~mant Selglllor, and Military Service 
to the Kmg, when HIS MaJefiy !hall be plcaf~d to afsemble the 
Ban and Arriere-ban, and fub-arriere V .. fsa1s. All Efiates being 
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o~iginaH~ irsu~d from the Royal Domain, hal'e be'?n charged 
with MIlItary Service, ~s an inherent and infep:lrab!e Condition 
of the Ftef and Oath of Fidelity made to the King by his direct 
Vas,al; a Reafon why all Proprietors of Fiefs, and Rere-Fiefs in 
whatroever Degree of Partition they are found, are obliged to at
tend at the Hi/II which the King callfe~ to be prociaillled whene
ver he chufes to assemble the Nobles and Vassals of his Eftates. 
They !hould assemb,e when the King direc!>. in Arms, in Men, 
and in the E(luip'!ge of MilitJry Scnlce. 

The Ordinance of Fran~oi, the Firtt, of the 19th Mav, li40, 
difl:inguit1H's the Service of the Vairl by the Value of his Fief, 
viz. A Fief producing an annUli Relenue of S or 60Uiiv. a 
Horle-man armed and IHounted; a Fief of ~l or 400 Ii v. a Harre_ 
man with a an attendant, . irqu"b, X/I r; a Fief of 2 or 300 Iv. a 
Man on fo,t, armed; the fmallefl: Fief, a 1\ldl1 on foot. 

Thill encre,lfed or dlmllllihed according to the order and the 
will of the Prince Loui, the 13,h, the 30th Jul\", )6:i3, nude 
a Regulation containing twenty Articles felr the [ld;I, and :\rri,Tc'
Ban -LOllis the 14th, made a Con ventiun by Letters l';ltent of 
the 11 th Auguft', I 67~, com J.;l!IJi,,~ "ali Nob: ... s, Barons, 
" Chev .. liers, E/cl'lires, V .. iTals and others holding Fids and 
" Kere-Flefs, tlldt all Excufes ret apart, upon Pain of Seizure 
" and Confifcation of their Fic,fs, they put themfetvps in Arms, 
" mounted and equipped, according to what they fha, I be held 
" bound, and to be prefent on the Days and at the Pbce to be 
" fixed" 

Ecclefiafl:ics and others exempted from perronal Service ought 
to contribute one Year's Revenue of the Fiefs thpy potre/s, or 
fuch other Contribution as His l\1ajefty !hall reguLne. 

The Rolu/c Per/(lllS, who are unworthy to carry Arms with 
the Nobie~, are compellable to contribute to the Tax of the [l,1n 
and Arriere-Ban according to the Value and Revenue of their 
Fiefs; and thE: Ruturc Proprietors who ferve perfonally do not 
enjoy all the Grace or Favor which Nobles do, and ought to 
cOlllribllte more than they do. 

The Rolm'c POlTdfo-rs follow the fame Principle and Order to
wards their dominant Seignior as the Fiefs do, becdu/e the Va!
fa!5 and Subfeudatories ha\'c the falne Obligations for the Eitates 
and InhtTitances which thofe S"igniors have given tbem, and for 
which they owe Acknowledgenwnts or Declarations on th~ Event 
of each Mutation. 

Grants en Roture are made by a Title called Leafe for GnB, or 
Gells el Rmll:'.I', annual, perpetual and portable. This Leafe ,by ,its 
N.lture obliges Fidelity and Acknowledgement to the SeJgTlIor 
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who grants it; Alfo the Right of Bannality, Pre.emption con
ventionally and lineally, the alienation Fine of Lads et Ventes, 
Seizin, Confifcation, and others; as Cafes may happen. 

Expreffions of Refentment, Contradiction, Ingratitude, ~nd 
Scandal, be it by the Vaff'al or Subfeudatory, are feverely pumlh
cd bv the Laws. Belides a Confifcation of their Lands, there 
are Examples of being obliged to appear in Court during its fit
tinO', bare headed, kneeling, fettered, asking Pardon of their 
o/f;nded Seigniors; Even Imprifonment, put to the Gallies, and 
other unheard of Punishments, at the Mercy of the Judge. 

Vaff'als, and direct roture Tenants of the Crown, render their 
Duties and pay their Rights to His Majcfty or His Reprefenta
tives; the Rere-Vaff'als and Roture Tenants to their plrticular or 
dominant Seigniors. 

6 & 7. Fiefs, as well as Roture Eftates are fubject to fucces
five Partition, ad infinitum, either in nature, or a proportionate 
Recompenfe in other Eftates or in Money, as well in the diref.l: as 
collateral line, and each divided Part, by Operation of Law, be
comes a dill:infr and feparate Fief. It is the fame with Roture 
Lands. The honorary, as well as pecuniary Duties and Dues are 
evidently complex, arbitrary, injurious. Can any thing further 
be necefiary to induce a benevolent Monarch and Nation to des
troy them, and to grant in their Stead that certain and determi
nate Tenure of King Charles the Second, free and common Soc
cage, which the other SubjeCts of His Majefty King George the 
Third enjoy, and with fo much Reafon boaft of. 

(Signed) DE LANAUDIERE. 

Quebec, 18th OOober, 1790. 

RESOLVES OF THE COUNCIL. 

" That the progrefs of population and fettlement in this Pro
"' "inee ';Jnder ~he Government of France, whatever the caufe 
" or cau~es .of It, was flow, the cultivated parts even in the een
" tr~1 DlfinCl:s of Quebec, Three Rivers and Montreal, being to 
" thiS day confined to the banks of the St. Lawrence and the 
" mouth of the navigable fheams that fall into it. ' 

.. That the royal patents, grants or conceffions of the lands 
cc were either in Seigniory f)( in Roture ; the latter confifting of 
:: town l?ts, fa:ms or fmall traCts, and the Seigniories larger tracts 
. of various dlmenfions, many of which are in the rear, or at a 



283 

'" few leagues from the convenience of water carriage, still in {o}
" rest. 

" Th,at ~h: French King's territorial revenue arofe from qllil1l~ 
" or ahentatton fines of one fifth of the confideration money 
" payable by the purchafer of the lands held in St:ia:llior!/; and 
" of lads et -eel/if's of one twelfth on the fale of lands held en 
" roturt', the lands in roture ordinarily paying alfo ems el rolfes, 
" the Cens being one fol, or an Englilh half-pence for a front of 
" one acre or ISO French feet, and the rent, another fol for ev
" ery acre of the conceffion, with a bulhel of wheat for every 
" forty acres, or two fat Capons, of the value of twenty fols. 

" That the French Crown did not exact its ,i'llOle dues, but 
" remitted a third both of the quint and lods et ventes. 

" That the Seigniories were parcelled out into farms, and thefe 
" conveyed by [he Seigniors under like charges of Cens et 
" rentes, and fubjeCl: to lods et ventes, except where a large par
" cel was granted in arriere fief; on the fubfequent transfers; 
" whereof a quint became due to the Seignior without Cens et 
" rentes. 

" That all the grantees as well of the crown as of the Seigni. 
" ors, had permanent eLhtes, under an habendum to litem, their 
" Heirs al/d Assigns. 

" That, according to the Receiver Gener:J.l's accounts, the ter
" ritorial Revenue for the [Ilirie/il years from 15t May 1775 
" to 1 st May 1788, (comprehending arrearS: in actual receipt at 
" the Treafury was not equal to ten thouf:wd pounds fierling. 

" The lud,- et -ccutt's being but .£ 1351 9 51 
" The quiills 3148 1 4! 
" The balance of Royal rents from all the} 4::34 7 5<
" King's own Seigniories, Sorel excepted 'lI 

" From Sorel 
9053 IS 3! 

216 19 11 

£9270 18 2k 
" Which together with certain duties?f cuftoms fixed, by acb 

" of parliament, is by the royal grace given to the Province to
" wards the fupport of its Government. 

" That in exploring the caufes of the tardy progreffion of the po
" pulation of the colony under the Gove~~me~t of France, there 
" teems to be little or no ground for alcrl,b,lDg It to the. no? com
" pliance of the Seigniors with the COn~ltlOnS for cUltlVa}lOn, ex
" preffed in their patents or grants; the.l?fiances of pr?l.eCUtlO~s 
~' for taking an advantage of thofe condlUoDs, and reunltlng their 
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CC Seigniories to the royal domain, being rarr, and .the Seig~ 
" nionl ccn!ltaires [r) much more numerous than the KlIlg's, that 
" the former or the inhabjtant~ of the Seigniories, at all times 
" did, and do now, cOl1fbrute the main body of the landholders 
" of the country. 

" That the f,udal Syftern, if that was amongfl: the caufes of the 
" non lettlemcnt and pr'Jportionable debility of the French colo
" ny, openting to a dircQura~e'I1'nt of the royal.grants, as well 
" as the grants of the fubj"ct, there can be no JUIl: ground for 
" ho:ding the grantees to a rigorous performance of the condi
" tions of th~ir grants. 

" 'flut it W,IS among the main cl"res of that low condition, in 
" wh:ch Cl;),lda wa, found at the Britllh cO'lquett, is deducible 
" from the probdlJdlty, that mUlY th'Jufands of fa nilies had 
" found their account in emigrating from the exuberant popula
., tion ot the KingJom of France, if the government had given 
" th~jr lanJ, Iltl'l~ upon eary terms, and erpecially in the fertile 
" reglOlIS and moderate climates, on the banks of the rivers and 
" lake, m the South and South Weft. 

" That the difcouragement of that Syflem to the rettlement of 
C( the old French grants, muft in future greatly increafe, the 
" population of the Province depending /lOW upon the introduc
" tion of Britith fubjt'ct" who are known to be all averre to 
" any but Englilh tenures; and the C.llladian Seigniors of courfe 
" be left without a hope of multiplying their cenfitaires, except 
" from the predilection of the dl.fcendants of the French planter, 
" to ufages no longer prompted by the motives of intereft, nor 
" recommended by example. 

" That the grant of the wafie \anus of the Crown in free and 
.. comnlon Soccage, is eir~ntial to the growth, ftrength, defence 
" and saft.'ty of the Province-

" 'flut nnlers the olu Frenth Seigniories can be rettled upon 
" terms as au nntageous to the husbandman as the lands of the 
" Crown, Ilnir land nlarket mufi be at a ftand, to the detriment 
" of the proprietors, until the cultivation of the wafte lands of 
" the Crown, is damped by their remotenefs from all water car
" riage and the conveniences and benefits of commerce. 

" That wi,h the advantage of a vicinity to the navigable wa
" ters and a converiion of the tenures, the Seigniories will pro
" bably be the firfl: to be fuily cultivated, and with an increafe 
" of proi~t to the p~oprictors, under that ample dominion, which 
" they Will then enJoy over their lands, for fettling them upon 
c' fnch terms as themfelves may concert, to form a populous te
~, nantry, anu lay a foundation in proper,t!/, for that perpetuity 



285 

H of their names and families, which a wife anJ well b:lbnced 
" government will be inclined to cncour3;;e and fu pport. 

" That the King's R.)I,lricl" tenJnts, cannot fail to willi for a 
" converlion anJ difchlrge from the CellS, rente~, a!1tl LoJs et 
" Ventcs, and all ti,e other feud,ll burdens conneued with the: 
" tenure under which thev now hold. 

" That the motives of imcreit wi:1 naturally make it the d~
" fire alfo of c\"c~r .~, i!!.·lIiu/ iI/I cenlitaire, te Ibnd upon the fame 
" frec fuuntlation of exemption with the other la;ldhoiJen of 
" rhe colonv ; but as this commutation for a difc!l~rgc of the 
" rents and dues to the bnJlo:ds, mUlt neceif.lrily d('pend UpC>I1 

" private conventions betw·.'en ti1f'al and their tenant<, and :I~
" volving confiderations (Jul lij" I.'i(· contt'/I/plotioll of anv but 
" the parties reciprocally illt"reiL'd, their cafes cannot be the ob
" jl'US of fpecial and lnrticular IegiiLHive provifio:l; perlnps the 
.. fureit means of Itcuriil;': to the tenant a f,lir comp.lu, WIll be to 

" hold the Lord to his dlles to the ('rown, ulltil he has dilCh,1r,c;
" eJ his tenants, frJ!ll Jil the feuJal illcLnbt'.1l1:ej ill hi,ow:1 
" favour. 

" Tlut the pn::rog~tiv,~ is competent to put thE.' -,'(1'/" Ian~;> of 
" the Crown, under a Socoge tenun'. But the leo-:dLtive intcr
" pofition is neceif.lry, to make tint tenure lJ'!il'; r,J. 

" That if this is to b~ the work, not of Parli'lITIe;)t, but of 
" the colony legiflature, the ropl inltruuions given for the srcdt", 
" fecurity of the property of the fubject, will require an Jct 
" with a probationary or fufpellJing claufe, until his MJj"Jry s 
" approb~tion can be obtained. 

" fhar an abfolute and univerfal commutation of the ancient 
" tenures, lliu' I:'"~ a bet/cr, woulJ be a me.lfure of dJl.bt:',li 
., policy; bue th .. t no fubfbntial objeuion .occurs, a,:;,:infl: gl\ill,~ 
" fuch individuJ:s that benefit as Jefire It ; and d?,'Cl,tI,y t) 
" fuch of the :ei::;niors whose tenants or cenfitaires, lb;lll cr::\

" ceive it to be fe;, their own, as well as for tile iIJterett and be-' 
" fit of their lanl:vrJs, and may therefore fignify t!lcir cOllfl'nt 

" to th<.> chanRe. 
" 'lhat the'fe ends m~y be accomplil11ed by a law with C:,iJ~-"'S 

" of the following tenor or import. 
" BE IT ENACTED &c. 

" That if any perfon or per(i)ns holdin,1:; lands in the Pro\':"'-e 
cc of Quebec in Fie~ and Scign;ory, i~lrneJiatf'iy of the ~ro\\,l;, 
" and having authOrIty to allena.te the I.I1TI<', /1]'lli a.t any time a.
" ter the commencement of tillS au, jIlrrenJ~l' tn'~ Ll<lle Ulta 

" the hands of his l\bjell:y, his Heirs, or SlIcecll;,r" bv petition 
" to the Governor or COmnlJllJer in Chi~f of t:l~ 1;\;": l'rovilJce 
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II for the time being, f~tting forth that he, {he, or they is, or are 
" defirous of holding the fame in free and common Soccage, 
" fuch Governor or Commander in Chief for the time being, lhall 
" caufe a frefh grant to be made to fuch perfon or perions of 
" fuch lands tv be holden in free and common Soccage: " And 
" every fuch change of tenure lhall work the. abfolute exting~i~
" ment of all mutation fines, burt hens and Incumbrances wlthm 
" the traCt fo furrf>ndered and regranted, to which the fame or any 
" part thereof would or might have been liable under the laws 
" and cuftoms concerning lands held in Fief and Seigniory, or in 
" any other manner than in frt'e and common Soccage. 

" Provided neverthelefs, and be it alfo enacted by the fame au
CI thority, that fuch furrender and regrant {hall not avoid or bar 
" any right to any fuch lands fo furrendered, or any interest in the 
" fame, to which any other than the perion or perfons furrender
C( ing the fa:ne, {hall have been intitled either in poffeffion, re
" mainder, or reverfion, or otherwife; but that every fuch . right 
" and title lhall be as valid as if such furrender and regrant had 
.c never been made. 

" And provided alfo, and be it enacted by the authority afore
" faid, as to all fuch lands as are held of the crown in Roture in 
" the faid Province, the fame fhall be deemed and adjudged to be 
" held in free and common Soccage, from the time it fhall pleafe 
" his l\l.1jefiy by any inftrument to be iffued under the Great 
" Seal of the faid Province, to dechre the difcharge of all C-:ns 
" et rentcs and mutation fines due to the crown thereon. 

" And provided alfo, and be it further enacted, that nothing 
" in this Act contained thall be of force until his Majefty fhall 
" have fignified his royal affent to or allowance of the fame. 

" And to provid.: for the cafe when it may happen, that the 
" Seignior ll1:ly be dellrous of the conver,ion of the Tenure of 
" the Seigniory, and fame of the vaffals or cenfitaires of it dii:' 
" incline to the change :-

" Be it also enaCted by tht: fame authority, that in every fuch 
I, cafe, the Petition for a furrender, as well as the Patent for the 
" regrant thereof, fhall exprefs and defcribe with competent cer. 
" t.ainty, the fituation and real contents of the lands and efiates 
" of all that are fo disinclined to a change of tenure; And thofe 
" parcels, fhall be excepted out of the iaid regrant, and remain 
" in all refpects as if fuch regrant had never been made. But 
" that from and after fuch regrant, one fifth part of all Lods et 
" Ventes or mutation fines, to accrue on the alienation of luch 
" excepted parcels) {ball be paid by the proprietor or proprietors 



287 

" of the Seigniory, for the use of his Majefl:y, his Heirs or Suc
" ce{fo:s; and {hall and m~y be fecured by proper daufes and 
" provlfos, to be expre{fed III fuch Patent of regrant." 

DISSENT. 

" 1I1aballC'S Reasom of Dissent from tfte RrsO/III;ons alld mu
" lion ollhe Chi!f Justice adopted b.y tlte lOll/mitt. e. 

" Becaufe the Refolutions moved for do not appear to apply to 
" the object of the Reference. 

" Becaufe it appears that the flolV progrefs of population and 
" fettlement under the Government of France, cannot be afcri
" bed to any inherent vice in the feveral tenures under which 
" lands are held in the Colony; that it arofe from the Ditnculties 
" which the first fettlets found in contending with the fierce and 
" favage nations which furrounded them, from their frequent 
" wars with the British l:olonies, and above all, from their repeat
" ed Expeditions into the Upper Countries and towards the Ohio 
" in which the ambitious Policy of France had forced them to 
" engage. 

" Becaufe it appears evident from the rapid and almofl: unex
" ampled Progrefs of Population in the Province (from its own 
" own Refources,) being from 65,000 fouls in the year I ':'66 to 
" about 120,000 in the year 1784, and who are now Chiefly em
" ployed in :tgriculture, that the prefent tenures are not inimical 
" to Population and fettlement of the Colony. 

" Becaule the Ring's Rights in the ancient tenures of the 
" Country being exprefsly referved in the .\ct of the 14th of the 
" King, and by His Majefl:y's gracious bounty appropriated to 
" defray the expences of Civil Government, ought not to be re
" linquifhed or facrificed without an equivalent compenfation. 

" Becaufe however unproductive the Territorial Revenue may 
" have hitherto been from the indulgence or 5upinenefs of Go
"vernment no Judgment can be formed from the fums actually 
" collected' of the Revenue that may hereafter arife therefrom, 
" which m~fl: increafe in Proportion to the Population and com
" merce of the Province. 

" Becaufe the Predilection of the native Inhabitants of the 
" Province to their antient tenures and laws ought not to be inter
" fered with unlefs by their own (onfent, and on the firongeft 
" and clearefi Grounds of Public Utility. 

" Becaufe the alterations propofed by the Refolutions or any 
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" other Comedian of Tennre tending to give the Seigneur a 
" more abfolute and unconditional PolfdIion of the Fief, would 
" not ony be a llcrifice of the King's Rights, but would defeat 
" the wift' intentions and beneficent EfFects ot the Arrets of 
" 1711 and 1732, and the Declaration of 1743; by which the 
" Seigneur is obliged to grant to fuch Perfons as will apply for 
" them for [he Purpofe of Improving L.mds in Concellion 
" fubjeCt only to the accufl:omed aId fl:ipulated Rents and Dues, 
" and upon his non Compliance, the Governor is authorifed on 
" tLe Part of the Crown, and far the benefit thereof, to the Ex
" cluGon of the Seigneur for ever, to concede or grant the 
" Lands fo applied for. By the fame Law the Seigneurs are for
" bid under pain of Nullity and a Reunion to the Crown of 
" the L:md attempted to be fold tQ fell any part of their unim
" proved Lands or Fn Bois de B,}/// ; Difpofitions of Law highly 
" favorable to tht' Improvement of the Colony, and which fecure 
" to the Children of the Cenlitaires or others, the means of fet
" tlement and of employing their Indufl:ry in Cultivation on fix
" ed and modente Terms, whereas if the ConverGon of the 
" Seig~liories into free and common Soccage fhould take place, 
" the Children of the prefent Inhabitants of the Country and aU 
" others defirous to fettle thereon, would be left entirely fubject 
" to the arbitr:lry Exactions of the Seigniars, to their infinite Pre
" judice and the manifefi: detriment of the Country's Improve
" ment. 

" Becaufe it appears that the fervices or Burthens to which the 
" CenGtaires under Conceffions from Seigneurs are fubjeCt, are 
" few, clearly underllood and afcertained, and are by no means 
" onerous or opprefiive." 

J. WILLIAMS, C. C. 
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A~ Ac: ~o ~nforce the ancient Laws of this Province, compell. 
l~g .SelgnlOrs to cO.n.cede their Lands fubject only to rents and 
lervlces, and to facIlItate the reunion of Lands ell roture to the 
Domain in cafes where by Law the fame may be demanded . 

. WHEREAS by the Laws, ufages and cufioms of this Province, 
the proprietors of Seigniories therein, are bound to grant Lands 
to the inhabitants of the faid Province, for fettlement, fubject on
ly to certain rents and fervices a litre de rede~'ance, and whereas 
divers of the faid proprietors of Seigniories have, under various 
pretexts, and contrary to the faid Laws, ufages and cufioms, and 
in breach of the conditions of the original grants under which the 
faid Seigniories are held, refufed to grant unto inhabitants of the 
faid Province, lots of Land in the faid Seigniories, for fettlement, 
and have retained large tracts of wafie and unfettled Lands in their 
own hands with the intention of felling the fame, and receiving 
for the faid lots of Land large fums of money, as the prices of the 
fame, over and above the faid rents and fervices; whereby the 
fettlement of this Province is greatly retarded. And whereas 
previous to the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty nine, it 
was provided in and by a certain decree or Arret of His Moll: 
Chrifiian Majefiy, the King of France, relating to Lands in New 
France, or Canada, granted in Seigniories, and remaining wafie 
and unconceded by the Seigniors owning the fame, bearing date 
at Marly, the fixth day of July, one thoufand feven hundred and 
eleven, that whenfoever any Seigniors refufed or made default to 
grant to inhabitants of the faid Province, the lots of Land within 
the fai.d Seigniories by them demanded for fettlement, fubject to 
the faid rents and fervices and without any other pecuniary demand 
whatfoever, on the part of them the faid proprietors of Seigniories 
from them the faid inhabitants, it was lawful for the faid inhabi. 
tants to require Lands of them, the faid Seigniors. by fummons, 
and in cafe of refufal, to refort to the Governor and Lieutenant 
General, and the Intendant of this Province, who were authori. 
zed and required to grant to the faid inhabitants the Lands by 
them fo demanded in the faid Seigniories, fubject to the fame 
Rents and fervices as the other Lands in the faid Seigniories were 
fubject to and charged with; ~hich rents and f~rvices. iho~ld be 
paid and rendered to the ReceIver Gene~al of HIS Maje.ll:y ~ ~o
main in the Town of Quebec, the proprlet?rs of t~e laId Selgn
iories not havinv at any time thereaft.er any fight, c1aun, or pretell-

. ~ I i 
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fion thereto, in anv manner however: and whereas it is expedi ... 
eot and juft, that the powers heretofore exercifed as above men
tioned by the Governor and Lieutenant General, and Intendan [ 
of New France 01' Canada, fhould now be vefted in His Majefty's 
Courts of King's Bench for the [everal Diftncts in this Pro
vince: Be it therefore enacted by the King's Moft Excellent Ma
jefty by and with the advice and confent of the Legifiative Coun
cil a~d AlfeQ1blyof the Province of Lower-Canada, confiituted 
anel alfemqled by virtue of and under the authority of an Att pai
fed in the Parliament of Great Britain, intituled, " An Act to re
peal certain parts of an Act palfed in the four~eenth year of His 
MajeUy's Reign, intituled, " An Act for makmg more effectual 
provifion for the Government of the ~rovince of Quebec in North 
America," " and to make further provilion for the Government of 
the faid Province"; aod it is hereby enacted by the authority of 
the fame; that from and after the pailing of this Act, all and fin
gular the J urifdiction, powers and authorities given and granted 
to the Governor and Lieutenant General, and the Intendant of 
New France or Canada, by the aforefaid decree or Arret of His 
Moft Chriftian Majefiy, the King of France, relating to Lands in 
New France or Canada, aforefaid, granted in Seigniory and re
maining wane and unconceded by the Seigniors owning the fame, 
bearing date at Marly, the fixth day of July one thoufand feven 
hundred and eleven, fhall and may be held and exercifed by the 
feveral Courts of King's Bench in this Province, within the feve
lat and refpective Diftricts in which the faid Courts feverally hold 
pleas and Jurifdiction, any Law, ufage, or Cufiom, to the contrary 
in any wife notwithfianding. 

And whereas accortling to the old forms of proceeding follow
ed in the Courts of J ufiice of this Country before the Conquefi, 
it was lawful for every Seignior, being proprietor of a Fief and 
Seigniory to demand in and by the fame declaration, and to ob
tain the reunion to the Domain of fuch Fief and Seigniory, of 
fuch Lands or lots conceded ell roture, whereof the reunion to 
the Domain might be demanded according to Law, and of which 
fuch feignior thought proper to demand the reunion to the faid 
pomain, in and by the fame declaration, although fuch Lands or 
lots fhould have been granted to feveral perfons, or fhould have 
been held by feveral Landholders; and whereas doubts exifi whe
ther under the Laws at prefent in force in this Province this be 
~ill permitted; and in order to facilitate the re-union of fu~h Lands 
or lots to ~he, Domain, and to render fuch re-union lefs expenftve 
to the Selgmors and Tenants or Landholders :-Be it therefore 
further enacted by the authorify'aforefaid, that it {hall and may 
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be lawfu~ to and. fo: eac~ and. every ~eignior being a proprietor 
of any Fief or Selgmory In this Province, to fummon and fue in 
one ~nd the fame fuit, before any Court or Courts within this 
Pr.ovlnce of competent Jurifdiction, any number which he may 
thl.nk .lit, of the perfons ~olding Lands within the faid Fief or 
S~lgmory, upon the condition of fettling the fame, and who have 
failed to comply with the faid condition, and to demand in and by 
fu:h .fuit, the re-union to the Domain of fuch Fief and Seigniory 
wlthm fuch reafonable delay as fuall be fixed by the ('ourt, of 
each and every of (he lots of I.and, with refpect to which fuch 
condition or conditions {hall not have been performed :-And it 
{hall be lawful for the faid Court or Courts to proceed and give 
fuch judgment in the fuit, as to right and juftice it {hall appertain, 
upon and in refpect to the re-union of each and every of fuch lots 
of Land to the Domain of the Fir,! or Seigniory in which the fame 
may be Gtuate and comprehended, 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that fuch 
Writ of fummons and the declaration thereunto annexed, {hall 
be ferved upon each of the Grantees or Tenants of Lands or lots, 
of which the re-union to the Domain, {hall in and by fuch decla
ration be demanded, by leaving a copy duly certified, of fuch 
Writ of Summons and of the declaration thereunto annexed, to 
each of them feverally, or at the domicile of each of them, within 
the limits of the Parish and Fief and Seigniory in which fuch 
Lands or lots {hall be fituated, or in cafe luch Grantees or Te
nants, thall not have or {hall not have had any known domicile 
within the limits of fuch Parish and Fief and Seigniory, by affix
ing fuch copy, duly certified at the principal outer door, or near 
the principal outer door of the Church of luch Parish, and if there 
be no Church, then at the moft confpicuous fpot of ruch Lands 
or lots. 

Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority a
forefaid, that nothing in this Act contained, {hall. exte~d ,or be 
confirued to extend to any perf on or perfons refidlng wlthm the 
faid Seigniory, and occupying and living, upon any ot~er Land, 
lot or building lot within the fame ~t'lgnIory, or at a d,fiance not 
fh~rter than five leagues from the Land, lot, 0)' buildin~ lot! or 
from the Lands, lots, or building lots, whereof the re-Ulllon IS fo 
demanded as aforefiljd. 

Ami be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that no-
thing in this A.ct cG~tained? {hal.l in any, wife aff~ct or prejudice 
the rights of HIS MaJefty HI,S Heirs ,a?-d Succe/fors, ·or of any pe.l
fon or perfons, body or bodies, polItIC: or corporate, except fuch 
as are herein mentioned and intended to be affected. 
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that this 
Act {ball be and remain in force until the firft day of May, one 
thoufand eight hundred and twenty feven, and no longer. 
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AN. ACT for the relief of the Subject in more effectually enfor
ClOg .the Royal Inl1:ructions of His late Molt Gracious Majel1:y. 
relatlng to the expence and fees to be allowed upon Grants of 
the wafre Lan~s of t~e Crow~ .in this Province, and to punifh 
Pcrfons offendmg agamlt the Lud Royal Infrructions. 

Molt Gracious Sovereign, 

.Whereas your Ma~efry's ROY,al Father, our late Sovereign Lord 
KlOg George the Third of blefsed and Glorious Memory, by his 
R?yal Inl1:ructions to His Excellency Robert Prescott, Efquire, 
Lieutenant General of His Majel1:y's Forces, Captain General and 
Governor in Chief of Lower-Canada, bearing date at Saint 
James, the fifteenth day of Augult one thoufand feven hundred 
and ninety feven, did declare it to be His Majelty's Royal will and 
pleafure, that the Townfhips therein mentioned, and the refpec
tive allotments within the fame, together with the lands to be re
ferved as therein-aforefaid, {hould be run and laid out by His 
Majefty's Surveyor-General of Lands for this Province, or fome 
skilful perf on authorized by him for that purpofe; which Sur
veys, together with the Warrants and Grants for the refpective 
allotments, fhould be made out for and delivered to the feveral 
Grantees, on payment of fuch Fees as fhould from time to time, 
be efrablifhed by His Majelty under his Signet and Sign Manual, 
or by His Majefiy's Order in that behalf, signified by one of His 
Majefry's principal Secretaries of Stale. And whereas divers Of
ficers and Minifrers of His Majefry'~ Government of this Pro
vince, have prefumed and frill do prefume, to exact and receive 
of and from all applicants for, and Grantees, of Parts and parcels 
of the Walte Land~ of the Crown, divers large Sums of money, 
under the name of fees and under colour and pretext of the ap
plication for a Grant made of fuch Wafre Lands. of the. Crown, 
although the faid pretended Fees w.ere not eftabhfhed. either by 
our faid late Sovereign Lord the Kmg, or by you~ MaJefty, nor 
in the manner exprefsed in the faid Royal InfrructlOns, wh~reby 
divers faithful SubjeCts and meritorious Servants of your Majefty, 
who served as Officers and Privates in the Embodied Militia of 
this Province during the bte War betwe~n the United Kingd?m 
()f Great Britain and Ireland and the U mted States of AmellC.a, 
and by realon of fuch Service are enti~led to grants of cer,am 
quantities of the Wafte Lands of the Cr~wn, purfuant to your 
Majefty's bountiful and Royal Commands 10 that behalf, as well 
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as many Emigrants from your Majefiy,s Un,ited King?om of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and others the faithful Subjects of" 
your l\lajdly have been, are, :and in time to C?n:e may be, deter
red and prevented from applying for and obtammg Grants,of the 
Wafte Lands of Your Majefty in this Province, and deprived of 
your Majdl:y's Royal bounty in this,behalf ~ and whereby~lfo the 
fettlement and in:provement of thiS ProvlOce has bee?, 15, and 
hereafter may be, materially retarded to the common gnevance of 
all your Maje/ly's liege Subjects inhabiting tl:e fame; ~cr reme~ 
ely whereof, may it therefor.: pleafe rour MaJefty, that It mar be 
enacted, and be it enaCted by the Kmgs Moft Excellent MaJefty 
by and with the advice and confent of the Legislative Council & 
Alfembly of the Province of Lower-Canada, conftituted and as
fembled by virtue of and under the authority of an Act paiSed in 
the Parliament of Great Britain, intitled" An Act to repeal cer- " 
tain parts of an Actrpafsed in the fourteenth year of His Majefty's 
Reign, intitled, " An Act for making more effectual provifion 
fOl the Government of the Province, of Quebec in North Ame
rica; and to make further provifion for the Government of the 
faid Province/, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
fame, that a-nd from and after the pailing of this Act, no public, 
officers whofe duty doth in any way concern the granting of lilch 
Crown lands, {hall directly or indirectly demand, receive or take 
any fee, profit or advantage, whatfoever, upon or in refpect of 
any petition or petitions for a grant or grants of a part or of parts" 
of the faid Wafte Lands, or upon or in respect of any proceeding 
or procedings had upon fuch petition or petitions, or upon or in 
re/peet of any Surveyor Surveys, Warrant or Warrants of Sur-. 
~ey, of the faid Wafte Lands, or upon or in refpect of the Patent 
or Patents to be iisued for the granting of the fame, fave and ex
cept fueh fees as have been or fhall be from time to time efta
bl~{hed ,by l!is Majefty, under Hi~ Signet and Sign Manual, or by 
HIS ~aJelty s Inftrucbons, figmfied by one of the Principal Se
cl'eta~les of State, or by an Act or Acts of the Legislature of thi!i 
Province, 

And he it further enaaed by the. authority aforefaid, that if 
:my Per~ons or Pel'~ons whatfoever, 10 any manner or way con-, 
cerned 10 the grantmg of fuch lands as aforefaid, {hall unlawful
Jy, demand, receive or tak~ any lilch ft!e, or advantage as afore
fJld, contrary to the true mtent and meaning of this Act every 
ruch perf on {hall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds Current" 
mon(:y of this Province, for the firtl: offence; two hundred pounds 
Current money aforefaid for the fecond ; and five hundred pour.tds· 
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Current money afoi'efaid and three months imprifonment for ev 
ry fubfequent offence, which faid penalties {hall be recovered and 
applied in the manner hereinafter mentioned, 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that all 
pecuniary penalties which shall be inc.urred under this Act, shall 
be recovered, together with Cofts of Suit, in any of His Majesty's 
Courts of Record in this Province, by action of debt, bill, plaint 
or information. 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, that a 
moiety of fuch pecuniary penalties 5hall be paid to the Receiver 
General of the Province, and applied to the ufe of His MajeUy's 
Government therein, to be accounted for by him to His Ma
jefty, his Heirs and Succeffors, through the Lords Commiffioners 
of His Majefty's Treafury for the time being, in fuch manner 
and form as His Majefty, his Heirs, and Succelfors shall direct, 
and the other moiety to the perf on or perfons who shall fue; for 
the fame. 

Provided always and be it further enacted by the Authority 
aforefaid, that no Suit or Action shall be brought or commenced 
against any perf on or perfons, for any penalty by this Act impofed, 
unless the fame be brought or commenced within three years 
after the offence or offences respectively committed. 


