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S K ETC II E S, &c. 

'THE Fi,rst Provincial Parliament of Upper Canada was 
.lIed together, by Proclamation of Governor Simcoe, and 
w.ssembled at Newark, (now called Niagara) on the 17th of 
September, 1792; the manuscript journals in the office of 
the Clerk of the House, give no list of the members, who 
were in numlter, I believe, 17. Nine were declared to b~ 
a quorum. The chief business sep,ms to have devoh·ed on 
two or three members, as their names appear appended to 
almost every resolution. John Macdonell, of Glengarry, 
Esq., was unanimously elected Speaker. Fer the District 
of Prince Edward, .one Philip Dorland, a Quaker, being 
elected, addressed a letter to the Speaker, stating that as 
by his persuasion he was prevented from taking-the neces­
sary oaths, he wished a new writ to issue, which was ac­
cordingly done. The Rev. Mr. Addison was appointed 
chaplain to the House, which office continued in effect, till 
abolished by the cc Liberal Parliament," in 1828. On Mon­
day the 15th of October, I find a1l entry_CC there were 
prayers and a sermon." The Assembly' was prorogued 
the same day. During this session, which was held under 
a tree, a large stone serving for the Clerk's table, eight 
acts were passed. ., 

The Second Session elf this Parliament assembled on 
Friday, the 31st of May, 1793, and was prorogued 9th 
July, 1793; durlllg this session thirteen acts were passed, 
among which I find an act to prevent slavery, or the intro­
duction of Slaves into Upper Canada. The journals of the 
remainder of this Parliament are not to be found; I see, 
however, that it sate for five sessions. The next journals 
that I find are those for the second sessjon of the second 

, Parliament, which it appears assembled at the town of 
York, (now Toronto) on Tuesday, the 5th June, 1798; 
Peter Russell administering the government. The house 
in which the Parliament assembled was situated near the 
spot where the new jail now stands, at the east end of the 
town. This building was destroyed by fire, in 1824, by 
which Qonflagration almost all the journals were destroyed. 



For some time afterwards the Parliament sat in thc Court 
House, and then removed to the General Hospital, until 
the present Parliamentary Buildings were completed. 1m 
the journals of this session, I find it ordered, that after the 
Speaker do take the Chair, no member depart from th.a 
house without leave obtained from the Speaker, an ordt:r 
which, evl!n now, might be enforced with advantage. Therlt 
were five Acts passed, and four reserved for royal assent; 
the Session was prorogued on the 5th of July. 

The journals of the Third Session of this Parliament are 
lost. The Fourth Session commenced on Monday, the 2d 
of J,me, 1800; Peter Hunter being Lieutenant·Governor. 
Mr. Street was elected Speaker in the room of the Hon. 
D. W. Smith. This Session, in which eight bills were 
passed, was prorogued on the 4th of July; and the First 
Session of the Third Parliament met on the 23th of !\lay. 
1801. Here we first see a list of the members, in nUlllber 
19-among whom I find the came of Judge Allcock, who, 
together with the Attorney General and several gentlemen 
going down to attend Court at Newcastle, as also a prison­
er, who was being brought down to be tried, was somQ 
lime afterwards lost, by the sinking of the schooner Speedy. 
During this Session the Honorable Mr. Smith resumed his 
seat as Speaker. There ""ere 12 bills received the Royal 
Assent, and from two it was withheld. I have gi\'en thia 
very brief account of the Second or Third Parliaments to 
show in "hat manner the business of the country was con­
ducted, how speedily the then House of Assembly got 
through its work; but, as I may, at a future period, enter 
more fully on this suhject, I shall hasten on to the immedi­
ate object of my undertaking, merely glancing for a mo­
ment at the Session of 1812. Nothing could exceed the 
the loyalty of that Parliament in times of pressing danger, 
whfm the event of the war was yet doubtful, while the re­
public was holding forth every inducement to the inhabi­
tauts of this country to join her standard, while a powerful 
army threatened the whola liue of frontier. From regular 
surprise the Province had notbing to meet attacks from 
without, save a brave and loyal but ill trained Mi­
litia-amid such difficulties diJ the House of Assembly usa 
,,"very cndeayour to raise to the highcit pitch the bravery 



""nd devotion of the Canadian _people, who to do them jus­
tice needed little incentive. The House published an Ad­
dress in rep)y to the Proclamation from the American 
General, which Address 1 regret to say is far too little 
known. Shortly after the peace questions of a local policy 
began to disturb men's minds, and as persons are never 
wanting to excite popular tumults and declare themselves 
the advocates of popular rights, our elections bpgan to be 
conducted with more activity. Party spirit ran high; the 
people became divided into two factinns, and as each wa.q 
'more powerful either by increased exertions or from other 
causes, the ascendancy in the House began to vibrate, and 
-alternately Whig and Tory were in the ascendant. In 1834, 
during the administration of Sir John Colbor-ne, the people 
acted on by the powerful misrepresentations of Demagogues, 
and as thOlY afterwards proved themselves, the enemies of 
British connection, returned a large majority of Radical 
members-who using their power witih little discretion, or 
6cting blindly as the tools of a party, soon threw off the 
mask, and became, in conse"luerrce, tihe abhorre~ce of the 
Province. Tn order to compel Sir Francis Head, who had 
succeeded Sir John Colborne in the Government, to a~rce 
to their me-asures lney had recourse to an expedient hith­
erto untried in Upper Canada, that of stopping the Sup­
plies. In II. moment the whole Province was in a turmoil; 
meetings were held in every Town and Township, ad­
<lresses were presented to the Lieutenant Governor, pray­
ing him to dissolve the House; he, after a short interval, 
complied with these requests, and in 1836 the old Houso 
being dissolved, new writs were issued and the follow in,; 
members returned. 

City of Toronto, 
Town of Kingston, 

Brockville, 
Hamilton, 
Niagara, 

" London, 
.. Cornwall, 

Wm. H. Draper, Solicitor General 
C. A. Hagerman, At'y. General 
H. Sherwood, Queen's Council, 
C_ C. Ferrie, 
C. Richardson, 
Mahlon Burwell, 
G. S. Jarvis. 
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COUNTIES. 

Gler,pry, Alex. Chisholm, 
~tor".(.nt, Alex. McLean, 
DUl.Jas, Peter Shaver, 
Prtlc."; J,>hn Kearns, 
Russ,:1, Thomas McKay, 
Car!"~ '''', J no. B. Lewis, 
J"wal': J. A. H. Powell, 
G rt";\' " , If. K orton, 
Leeds, O. R. Gowan, 
Frontellac, John Marks, 
Len'x. '<l AdciingtonJ. S. Cartwright, 
J1",till' Edward Murney, 
Prince L,",' . J. R. Armstrong', 
Nnrthumbel,~ .. j. Alex. McDonell, 
Durha.m, G. S. Boulton, 

Secotld Riding, l 
First Riding, 

Yorlt,. Third Riding, 

Simcoe, 
Halton, 
'\Yentworth,. 

Lincoln, 

Haldimand. 
Middlesex, 
Oxford, 
Norfolk. 
Kent, 
Essex, 
Huron. 

Fourth Riding, 
W. B. Robinson, 
Wm. Chisholm, 
Sir A. N. Macnab, 

5First Riding, 
Second Riding, 

J Thild Riding, 
(Fourth Riding, 

W. H. Merritt, 
Thomas Parke, 
R. Alway, 
John Rolph, (6) 
W. McCrae, 
John Prince, 
R. G. Dunlop. 

D. McDonetl, 
D. .iE. McDonelf. 
John Cook, 
R. P. Hotham, 

E. Malloch, 
1\'[. Cameron, 

'W. B. Wells, (I} 
Jonas Jones, (2) 
Jas. Mathewson, 
John Detlor, 
A. Manahan, 
Charles Bockus, 
Henry Ruttan, 
G. Elliott, 
D. Gibson, (3) 
Edward Thomson. 
T.D. Morrison, (4) 
John Mcintosh, 
James Wickens, 
Absalom Shade, 
Michael Aikman, 
R. Wooclrulf, 
Geo. Rykert, 
D Thorburn, 
G. McMicking, 

Elias Moore, 
Dr.q.Duncomb, (5j 
D. Duncomb, 
N. Cornwall, 
F. Caldwell, 

This was the Constitution of the House after the election. 
in 1036, in which the Tories had an overwhelming majori­
tv. Silo Francis Head was thus enabled to carrv out his line 
;r Policy; Mr. McKenzie redoubled his exertions to breed 
disturbance, and in these attempts he was assisted by the 
Lower Canadians, who in 1~37, broke out into actual re­
volt. This outbreak was followed by a similar movement 



., 
in the neighbourhood of Torono, in which some of the 
Members took part, and whose seats were on the next 
meeting of Parliament declared to be vacant. 

I. W. B. Wells was expelled and his place supplied 
by H. Burritt. Hiram Norton from the same county, going 
to the States, resigned his seat, in which he was succeeded 
by Milo McCargar; by this change the conservatives gained 
ODe vote. 

2. Jonas Jones, the member for Leeds, having been 
called to the Bench-Mr. James Morris was elected 
in his stead. 

3. & 4. D. Gibson, and Thos. D. Morrison, having been 
deeply implicated in the rebellion, the former was declared 
an outlaw, and expelled; and J. IN. Gamble was elected. 
Tories gained one. Thomas D. Morrison, member for the 
Third Riding, was tried and acquitted, but going afterwards 
to the States, his seat became vacant, and J. E. Small, a 
gentleman who entertains mach the same political princi­
ples, was elected. 

5. Dr. Duncombe, so famous in history as the leader or 
l.he rebels, the assumer of a false name, and the propagator 
of the slanders which were met with so speedy a refuta­
tion, was expelled the House without a dissentient voice; 
His place was supplied by R. Hunter. The colleague of 
Dr. Duncombe, Mr. Alway, is now in the States. 

6. Dr. John Rolph. To talents the'most extraordinary, 
this gentleman added a depth of research and a knowledge 
equalled by few, surpassed by none; in every branch of 
science he was clever, as a lawyer, a physician, and a 
politician he ranked amongst the first. HIS style of speak­
mg was soft and mild, eloquent and well delivered 
he dealt much in metaphors and avoided every thing bke 
coarseness: with advantages which would have raised him 
to the first situation in the Colony, he sacrificed all to the 
chance of establishing a republic. He was one of the chief 
assistants of Mr. McKenzie, and there is now no doubt but 
that he was deeply implicated in the plans of the rebels 
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from their commencement. His seat was vaco.ted on Ii is 
quitting the Province, which he did without a trial, IlD d 
w. C. Salmo!l was elected in his place. 

"7'I,U3 it will be seen thnt the feeling of the country, at 
the ~,' ,,'ral periods of these elections, were decidedly Con­
,el'.:i.cive; al,e1 'ill these feelings the majority of the present 
House 'was dccted. Their addresses to their constituents 
p;.1.,ly "nd explicitly declared the principl~B o~ VI:hich they 
llltcndc ,1 to act. It had a strong prepossessIOn In Its favoUJ. 
and entered on its duties at a period, when the public were 
prepared to fall into almost any measures which might ori­
ginate from them. Kever did a Parliament assemble from 
whom more \\as expected, or from whom less has been ob­
to.ined. Individuallv, they have ever'y one of them the 
best interests of the" country at heart, but I know not how 
it happens that as a whole they have given so much dissat­
isfaction. It is not compatiLle with my present intention 
to offer any pohtical remark; I have merely undertaken a. 
sketcn of the House and its officers, as they appeared to 
me deicing the present Session, the first I had ever witnessed 
i'l the Colonies-as it may form some guide to electors, 
should it Sf) happen, that they be again called on to exer­
cise their fral'chise as a separate Province, which is at pre­
sent not very unhkely. 

The present or Fifth Session of the Thirteenth Parlio.­
ment was called together on the 3d of December, and wo.s 
opened by the night Honorable Charks Poulett Thomson. 
the new Governor General of the Ne'" 11 American Pro­
vinces. Yet, why selected for that post no one could at 
first surmise. He had long been an ellemy to the Canadian 
timber trade, and an advocate for those measures, which 
the great body of the people repudiate, He was considered 
one of the mOSI thorough goilig Radicals in the Cabinet, a 
man of great finesse, and a true reader of character. As a 
commercial financier he stands almost unrivalled. It was 
thought that he might prove the most proper person to win 
from the Canadians an expression of contidence, and he has 
proved himself well calculated for the task; in his personal 
address he is mild and affable. ready of o.pproach and free 
of conversation. Opposed to his line of politics and con vine-



ed tbat his mission to Canada will be productive of no good. 
if not of absolute evil, I must give him the talent of con­
summate management; he has hitherto succeeded so as to 
carryall his measures, an'd it is most unaccountable by 
what almost magic influence he cajoled some members into 
a desertion of previously entertained opinions. His speech 
was, as such documents usually are, "non-committal," 
but shortly after the opening of the Session, he ostentatious­
ly set forth a despatch from Lord John Russell, intimating. 
pretty plainly, that it would be expected that all govern­
ment officers should support the Executive. This was 
merely giving extensive publicity to a well recognized 
doctrine, and one which had previously been acted upon by 
Lord Goderich, in the cases of Messrs. Boulton and Ha­
german, who had both' been dismissed from office, fol' ex­
pressions made in the HOllse of Assembly-His conduct to­
wards the House has in my opinion been on many occa­
sions very disrespectful, some of his messages absolutely 
insulting, and to say the least of it, there was a great want 
of delicacy in the constant attendance of one or other of his 
household, during the debates on the leading questions of 
the lJnion and Clergy Reserves. There is a report which I 
can scarcely believe, that Mr. Thomson is in the cons!ant 
habit of making known to members his wishes on several 
occasions; thus with respect to Mr. Cartwright's address 
on the Union, he is reported to have expressed a wish, that 
it might" be kicked out of the House /" The leading 
qnestions during this Session have been, the Union and the 
Clergy ResQrves, and in order to make good my assertion 
that some indirect influence must have been had recour£e to, 
I shall give the yeas and nays on the several divisions in 
1837,38,39, & 40; leaving the people to judge with what 
degree of safety they can trust great measures in the hand. 
of .nen who are so ready to change. 

The Parliament House is a large and capacious building; 
the two Chambers branch off from the main Hall, the 
Commons on the right as you enter; it is one of the worst 
hearing rooms in which I ever w~s-at the bar you can 
scarcely catch a single sound, and even in the Reporters' 
Gallery, you are frequently at a loss. The furniture of 
this room is very plain; not a bit of drapery. The Speak-
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'i!r's chair is a simple double armed couch, raised a fe\" 
steps above the level of the floor. Beneath him, in front, 
sits the clerk .The mace is a piece of wood miserably painted 
to impress a we and dignity; near the bar sits the Sergeant 
at.Arms with his bag and wig. When I first entered the 
House, I ~as struck with the rather quiet and gentlemanly 
appearance of all the me~ber~; the.re was llO noi~e or 
calling. out; they seemed hstenmg wIth great attenuon to 
the member ... :ho was speaking, and '111 were uncovered, 
except one old man, who I afterwards learned was Mr. 
Moore the Quaker. 

SIR A. N. MACNAB, 
The present Speaker of the House of Assembly, is of' all 
the members of that House the very one a stranger would 
select for the situation. Hi, personal appearance is good, 
his countenance highly prepossessing and his demeanour in 
the Chair, digmfied; his voice sonorous and distinct; as a 
speaker he is rather hesitating, and to a casual observer 
would aJ3pear diffident; he seldom addresses the House, 
and when he does, his speeches are short and pithy, and 
there is a vein of sly humor running through his remarks, 
which makes them tell well upon his auditory; he has a keen 
perception of the ludicrous, and I should take him to be a 
troublesome customer in a debate. He seems tohave more re­
gard for the true dignity of the House than any other mem­
ber in it, and was the only one who seemed properly to 
feel the direct insult offered to that body, in the message 
about the" Hunters' Lodges." 

He is constantly in a good humour, and seems ever on tbe 
watch to catch something on which to hang a joke; for in­
stance when the Clergy Reserve bill had passed, and it be­
came his duty to name the members who should take it up 
to the Council for their concurrence, he very gravely said 
.. such gentlemen as are members of her Majesty's Govern­
ment will carry this bill" &c. He is a man of considerable 
talent, and very generally and deservedly respected-he 
obtained the honour of Knighthood as the Colonel of the 
Militia of UpJiler Canada, engaged in the Niagara Fron­
tier, during the outbreak of McKenzie. 
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THE HON. W. H. DRAPER, 

Her Majesty's Solicitor General, represents the Citv of 
Toronto in the present Parliament. In early life, he ,;as a 
Midshipman in the service of the Hon. the East India Com­
pany, and in that cap~city visited the Eastern dominions of 
the Crown of Great Ht·itain. About the age of twenty, he 
left that service, and came out to Canada with the intention 
of settling in the ",pods, and devotinCT himself to a!n'icultu­
ral pursuits, but through the pers;asion of som~ of hie 
acquaintances and friends, he was induced to direct his at­
tention to the study of the law. Shortly after his call to the 
bar, the present Chief Justice was elevated' to the bench, 
and 1\1r. Draper by some arrangement succeeded him in 
his professional business. This immediately brought him 
into favourable notice, and to this in a great measure must 
the success which has dis tin guished his professional career 
be attributed. He soon began to occupy a prominent posi­
tion at the bar, and in a year or two afterwards, his claims 
to a high standing as a lawyer, being based upon talents of' a 
commanding order, a plausible though not a profound know­
ledge of the princi pIes of civiljurisprudence, and a polished, 
smooth and gentlemanly elocution, were universally acknow­
ledged. He then entered into partnership with Mr. Hager­
man, at that time Solicitor General, and finally succeeded 
to that situation, on the promotion of the latter gentleman 
to the office of Attorney General, by Sir Francis Head, in 
1837. 

Although much might be said regarding him as a lawyer. 
yet as our present c:mcern is with his public or political 
character, we shall pursue that subject no further. From 
the time that he first entered upon the practice of his pro­
fession, he always avowed himself to be, and was always 
regarded by others as a warm supporter of conservativlJ 
principles, but he never came prominently before the pub­
lic, as a political man, until about the period of Sir Francis 
Head's accessIOn to the government. The radical parlia- . 
ment had then commenced their second session, and by the 
violence of their proceedings, had aroused a feeling of indig­
nation in the breast of every conservative throughout the 
Province. At a. public dinner which took place about that 
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time, Mr. Draper, either in proposing or returning thanh 
for a toast, declared himself ready to wage .. lOar to tile 
knife" against the enemies of the party to which he be­
longed. These words, which were uttered probably in 
oompliment to a similar feeling that then prevailed at Govern­
ment House, were severely animadverted upon by the 
radical press, and defended by those in the conservative in­
terest, and although spoken in the warmth of an excited 
feeling, probably without reflection, and possibly without 
meaning, they became the means of ~ringing him forward 
at once as a political man. The radical parliament, as every 
body is aware, was shortly afterwards dissolved; the Insan­
ity that marked theIr proceedings was a certain prelude to 
their speedy dissolution. Mr. Draper became the govern­
ment candidate for the suffrages of the citizens of Toronto. 
Mr. Sheriff Jarvis, who had represented the city in a for­
mer ,parliament, and had been defeated in the last previous 
election, was induced to withdraw his claims, at the per­
sonal solicitation, as it was understood, of Sir Francis 
Hevd, and Mr. Draper was triumphantly returned, at the 
retirement of Mr. Small, the opposing candidate, on the 
second or third day of the election. 

His parliamentary career has not been marked by that 
lIuccess which attended him in his profession, and until the 
present session he never exerc.ised any influence over the 
proceedings of the House. His first attempts at oratory 
were considered as failures, although their merits were such 
that in any other case than that of an eminent advocate, they 
"'ould have been regarded as highly successful; and thus 
the reputation he had acquired at the bar was a positive im­
pediment to his advancement in parliament. Every body 
seemed toexpect too much from him, as if he were selected 
to astonish the world with prodigies of wisdom and of elo­
quence, and consequently whenever he spoke, by falling 
short of the expectatIOns they had been led to entertain, he 
left 8. feeling of disappointment upon the minds of his 
auditory that was fatal to his influence, and to his immediate 
advancement. Moreover," a greater than Draper was 
there," in the person of Dr. John Rolph, and in opposition 
to the brilliant quality of his intellectua.l powers, and the 
f~cinating style of his eloquence, the tinsel embellishmenLs 
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CJf Mr. Draper's oratorical efforts made but a sorry figure. 
To mitigate the mortification of his failure, however, he was 
called to the Executive Council by Sir Francis Head, in 
order that the world might write him dvwn .. ti,e Hon. Mr. 
Draper," and the office of Solicitor General was iihortly 
after thrown in, to cumplete the rtlmedy. 

Independently of the honours thus thrust upon bim, there 
were other appliances for soothing a spirit wounded by such 
a calamity, to be drawn from the experience of the past as 
recorded in the pages of history. .. Vixtlre forttls ante Aga­
memnon ;" great men have failed before Mr. Draper, and 
the example of Erskine is a case, as the learned gentleman 
would say, precisely in point, and therefore fraught with 
consolation. However, be that as it may, one fact is certain, 
that Mr. Sherwood, who had never attracted so milch at­
tention at the bar, at once outstripped Mr. Draper in the 
halls of legislation. 

But although Mr. Draper had tbus failed in filifilling tbe 
warmest expectations of bis friends, he had forfeited nontl 
of the respect in which he was held by those who knew 
him. To such, it was a matter of perfect cerlainty, that he 
possessed talents of an order that would ultimately carry 
him triumphantly through a political career, did he but cau­
tIOusly avoid any thing like inconsistency in his conduct 
upon public affairs. During the first four Sessions of the 
present Parliament, nothing occurred to shake their confi­
dence in his principles, and the odium of his failure wa~ 
fast wearing away, as he became better acquainted with 
his auditlnce, and more at home in his plactl on the floor of 
the House. His vottl was invariably recorded in favour 
of conservative principles wherever principle was involved, 
his speeches were always directed to the same end,·-and 
thus he went on gradually gaining ground, and "reaping 
golden opinions from all sorts of men," until the arrival or the 
Governor General and the subsequent publication of Lord 
John Russell's despatch. Upon this" a c/Ia"ge came over 
the spirit of his tlream," and Instead of the consistent, firm 
and ullfluwhing representative of a loyal and conservativlJ 
constituency, we behold him clinging with nervous grasp Lo 
thl! emolulU'.:llts of office.-abar.dollillg hi~ long-formed snd 



ong-cherished political opinions and feelings, and converted 
into a mere instrument of vice-regal pleasure, and whig-ra­
ulcal trickery. Thu9, during the present Session, we have 
seen Mr. Draper at the mandate of his radical master, and 
n oppositIOn to the known and express wishes, views and 

interests of his constituents, become the ad vocate of mea­
Bures that he last year declared to be dangerous to the con­
nection of these Colonies with tbe parent state; we see him 
deserting and deserted by those with whom he had former­
ly acted, and with whom it was reasonably expected he 
was urepared to stand or fall, and we find him acting as the 
lead~r and co-adjutor of that party of his Honourable 
f"iends ! as he calls them-the rump of the late radical 
House, and against whom he had on a former occasion 
openly and unhesitatingly procJaimed " War to tlle knife r 

We shall pursue this subject no further. We would ad­
vise Mr. Draper, however .• to cast off his newly-formed al­
liance, and to resume his independence. If these be in­
compatible with the terms upon which he holds office under 
the Provincial Administration, let him at once abandon that 
office, and tbrow himself upon the support of that party 
with whom he has acted so long, and upon whose right 
arms depend the safety and security of his adopted country. 
If he cannot, by so doing, retain his seat in Parliament, 
let him again turn his undivided attention to the practice of 
his profession, until the thick cloud that lowers over the 
principles of conservatism be swept away. There he is 
sure of distinction. There the highway to fortune and fame 
lies open before him; and there, as he is aware,consistenc,v, 
the guiding star of an honest politician, is not al ways regard­
ed as one of the car d inal virtues. 

CHARLES RICHARDSON, ESQ. 

The representative for Niagara has always acted an up­
rig~t independent part, during the three Parliaments of 
'~hlch he has been a member. He is a lawyer by profes­
SIOn, and for some years past has filled the situation of Clerk 
6)f the Peace, for the District in which he resides. He has 
always been attentive to his Parliamentary duties-he 
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.peaks frequently and fluently, and always records his vote' 
on the ~ight side. In appearanc~ he is about thirty years of 
age, with a fine figure, dark haIr, a keen penetrating eye, 
and gentlemanly carriage. His whole course in Parlia­
ment has been distingllished by a manly, straight forward 
consistency, thereby verifjling in himself the words of the' 
poet, 

.. Unpractised he to fawn or seek for power 
By doctrines fashioned to the varying hour:' 

Mr. Richardson was one of the young men who some 
years ago destroyed the printing office of tbe Colonial Ad­
vo.cate, ther. belonging to McKenzie, for which an action 
was brought by that notorious individual, and a verdict ob· 
tained for £625. This verdict was made up in a few days 
by subscription, so that the parties concerned, in realityes­
caped unpunished. He is brother to the author of Wacousta. 

MR. MURNEY. 
This gentleman was, at the last election, returned with Mr. 
Manahan, to represent the County of Hastings. He is a. 
member of the bar, and hus been in practice for some seven 
or eight years past; he is about 30 years of age, tall, ra­
ther pale complexion, in figure somewhat inclining forward, 
and presenting upon the whole, rather an ungainly ap­
pearance. For a lawyer he is (with the exception of 1\lr. 
Hotham, who labors under Asthmatic affection) the 
rnosttaciturn member of the House. He never speaks at 
any length, and 1 have heard a member say that hi8 speech­
es are always written before hand, and committed to mem­
ory, a fact that may account III some degree for their brevi­
ty. He came into Parliament as the avowed supporter of 
Sir F. Head and his policy, and certainly he has rlever 
abandoned those principles that placed him upon the floor 
of the House. Having received his profes.ional education 
in the office of Mr. Bidwell, it was supposed by many that 
he would have inclined to that gentleman's political views; 
such, however, bas not been the case, but on the contrary, 
his . ~niform support of Conservative principles, and op­
pOSitIOn to those of Reform, have recently been rewarded 
w!th t~e Clerkship of the Peace for the new dist~ict ~f 
Victoria. He is much and deservedly respected m .hlll 
District. 
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MR. MARKS 

Was returned to Parliament for the county of Frontenae, 
at the last general election. It was the first occasion up,?u 
which he became a ca.ndidate for popular honours, and In 

all human probability it will be the last. He is rather an 
elderly. grey-headed, benevolent looking person.ag.e, a~d, as 
I am informed, for many years held a commission In ~he 
Navy. He Joes not appear to take a very actl~e 
part in th~ proceedings of the House, nor does he often in­

flict himself upon han. members in debate; when he does 
speak, however, he starts up. with an abrupt. hoarse-toned 
exclamatIOn of" Mr. Speaker!" exttmding his arm at full 
length in the direction of the party addressed, and after 
giving utterance to a few sentences, kindly sits down again, 
to the manifest relief as well of the House as ,of the persons 
in the gallery and below the bar. Mr. Marks is a strong 
conservative in principle, in good worldly circumstances, 
and universally respected in the part of the country in which 
he resides. 

MR. CAMERON, 

One of the members for Lanark, was returned to Parli­
ament at the last general election. He is a young man of 
Scotch parentage, good personal appearance, and gifted 
with talents of a very respectable order. His style of 
speaking is boJJ and nervous, his voice full and sonorous, 
and his utterance free from the hesitation and embarrass­
ment which too often mar the early attempts of young men 
at public speaking. In height he is about the middle size. 
dark hair, heavy eye-brows of the same color, with a futl 
florid, good humoured countenance. His political views 
lean rather too much on the side of liberality or den::ocra­
cy, and, being a Presbyterian, he is of consequence strong~ 
ly opposed to the establishment of "a dominant priest­
~oody' as t~e Church ,of England is styled by its enemies 
1n tlus ProvInce. In the first session of the present Parli­
ament, when Mr. McKay brought up the subjeqt of the 
Rectories. Mr. Cameron took occasion to make a VIolent 
attack upon Mr. Hagerman. His speech was reported by 
Mackenzie, who stood at the bar taking notes of ~he debate. 
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His language was abusivjl and inflammatory in the extreme, 
at;ld was poured forth during the spn,'c of five and twenty 
or thirty minutes, with an earnestness and vehemence that 
'Showed him (0 be actuate"! by some feeliuG' of private or 
personal :",~imosity. The ans\:<,~' o~ :III'. Hagerm~n, 
when SohCltor Goneral, was hnet, pn1nted and emphatic. 
"Sir," said he, "(\0 prati figS of impudence-the railings of 
insolence, ·shall receive from the Solicitor General, no other 
notice than his utter contempt." Mr. Cameron is engaged 
in mercantile business, and has not taken his seat· during 
the present session. 

MR. BOCKUS 
Is the colleague of Mr. Armstrong in t'lle representation of 
Prince Edward, for which county he was returned by a 
very large majority. To a thorough knowledge of .the 
business of the House, he adds an untiring industry; and 
his speeches, though generaliy brief, always show him to 
be perfectly au fa-it with his subject. No member, on 
either side of the House, devotes more laborious attention 
to the duties of his situation, than Mr. Bockus, and what 
is of infinitely more importance, his exertions are always 
directed to the proper end. He is a staunch conservative 
in principle, and yet willing to make every allowance for 
the feelings, and even prejudices of those of opposite politi­
cal views. He speaks frequently, generally in a warm 
and earnest manner, his language flows easi Iy and fluently, 
and all his efforts in th€' way of oratory are marked by 
strong sense, and sound judgment. Ills re-election is a. 
matter, I believe, of perfect certainty. He is about the 
same size as Mr. Cameron. with a quick dark eye, aud a 
ra.ther intelligent countenance. He IS very much re­
spected in his District. 

MR. GOWAN.-Tlis gentleman has for eight or nine years oeclI­
pied a prominent position in the pDlitics of the coulltry, not only 
:is the head of a powerful boll v, but in consOlJuence of a talent he 
possesses of en;agir.g the minds of popular Assemblies, and lead. 
ing them with him. lie i. very ambitious, and had a most favoura. 
ble opportunity_ at one time of forwarding his views, for no man 
.was more I1ighly esteemed among the conservatives; bot io an un~ 
fortunILte mDment for himself, he took offence at some p.iva.!p 
wr8!Jg, sup'posed to have been inflicted on him by Sir George A r­
thur, fell from detending the government, Rnd warmly espoused the 
cauee of .. Respoosibility," which he attempted to defend in a leiter' 
'If 17 column., published in the Brockville Statesman. I am sorry 

B 
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to observe him acling In too many eRres with tbe .erormer., for I BlIP 
('onvinced hi. principles do not go wilJ!. them, Bnd he is thUB onlY 
londing hi. aid to pull down a fabric which he reveres. He is losin&" 
ground among many of hi. best friends, and unless he ,pt.ace hi. 
Itep •• nd that quickly. he will sink in public es!im.tion. Even 
now he i. not rC/r.rded with much confidence by eIther party, both 
lear to trust him. amI in cunsequence he has not much infillence in 
the H,luse. fie is a violent opponcnt or the Attorney Gener.l, and 
hath that gentleman and the ,oliei!'or, h ... ndle him rather roughly 
",honsoever an opportunity occu,.. A. a .peake, he i. fluent and 
energelic, very often powerful in hi. appeal. to teeling, and evident~' 
Iy sl'e~ks for the audience more than the House. His sarc80m 18 

';ittcr, ann, possessing great evenness of temper, you seldom see him 
futRod at any remarks which mny be m,de. He i8 an active well 
maue m~n, rather low, \\'ith a prepossessing far a and easy i.sinuat .. 
ing monnors, ,ery milcJ. in his address, and with ta-Ient, whIch if 
rt/rhtly "pplied would .oon raise him to an eminent .ituation. But 
Illl will ue useless so long as he continues to court radical support, 
and sacrifico hi. principles. Of his loyalty no man can doubt, and 
wi' h all hi. faults tllose who attempt to impeach it can know very 
lIttle of hi. character. 

Mil. HE:'<RY RUTTAN i. high Sheriff of the Newcastle Dia­
tricl, and member for the count, of' Norl4umberland, fer Which 
COUllt)' he had previously been elected, while a very young man. 
Ha served durillg ,he An,erican War, anu 'vas .av~ruly wounded .t 
the !I,'llle of Lundy'. Lane. IIi. private character i. Without re_ 
pronch. He is kind and charilable, exercising the duties of hi. ot­
fica. with a leniency ond cnnsiJeration t\'hich have g:tinerl him uni~ 
versal esteem. AS:l politician he ie too temporizing, too willing 
to purchase quiet, even at gTel(t inLoads on Jeadin.g' prin('iples. lJe 
is It conservative. UI:t not of highest g:-a\!c. 1Ie act(',1 a.manly and 
prudent part on the 'lue"lion of the Uni,tn. A. ft Frraker he is not 
fiuent, and has a rather awkward method ofleaning t he whole weight 
or his body on the rig'" hand while tl.e left rest. all the smoll nf his 
b,ek. Hi. language i. generally goO'l, and well ch".en ; and in 
times when lees enc~gy \Vere rp.quired, and. le~s decision would an. 
ower, Mr. Rutt.n would be a fir.t I'nte member. !\ very good proof 
of the estimation in which he i. held by the Hnuse. was given bi 
hi. beinl! elected SpAal,er Juring the absence of Sir A. N. Ma~nab'­
with Dilly one dissentient voico . 

. M'l. IJUN!2RFils.in gener.l, next Mr Burwell, although I be_ 
h,'e the se~t IS belongmg to .\lr, Murney. Mr. Hunter i." very 
large man, good humoured in his appoannee and looks lil<e one who 
c~uJd enj"y a bit of fun. I do not know whether that I'oculiar ex­
pression of his countpnance may not be In a great meo'Dre the effect 
(If speetaeleo, wbieh h, always "ears. He i. a conservatIve and 
wao one at the committee on the state of the' Province; h~ i. a 
young member, and sc'dom speaks, inueed I have never heard him. 
His attendance in the House i. not very regular. I saw him ,.9 
"" chairman of committee of the whole. (which is not by any 
!'II Daps an enviable situation) and great were hi. exertions to keep 



:.Imber. in o.rder; his strong "oice filling ev.ery part of the House. 
Illear,him "cry highly _!loken of by thos,e who ara intimate with 

'him 1R private. He was formerly a Lieutenant in the Bengal Artil. 
i~ry; he is a ":Ian of extensive in~armation, ~nd a perfect gentle. 
man. l met IJlm once, but not haVIng the honor of an introduction 
and it being ILt a public dinner table, I had no opportunitv of. form: 
ing an opinion of his conv~rsi1tional po",ers, whicb I hear are 'of 
thehighelit order. 

" . Of MR. ROBINSON, I know less than of any other member in 
the hllUse. A brother of the Chief Justice. he is far inferior to 
him in talent; but tbeir consistency and uprightness ara the s.me. 
His appearance is much in his favour, and hiS style of "peaking i8 
"n the whole good; he .ttempts a good deal in the ",ay of fun, 
.. nd on'lever,,1 occasions quoted largely from Fanny Wright and 
Sam Slick. Is extremely near oighted. lIe is chiefly famous on 
account of his conduct with respect to the colebrated letter from. 
Mr. Papineau to Mr. Bidwell. He acts in most cases with tho AI­
torney·Genual. although .. n a late occasion, biB conduct toward .. 
that gentleman was not altogether free from blame-I allude to the 
manner in which he press6d him on tho Clergy Heserve question. 
Hi. utterance and Jelivery are so rapid, tbat the reporter cannot by 
a~'y means folio!" him, and for. which he obtained tha name ofRapiu 
FitB Robin. 

MR. WOODRUFF .elJom, If ever, speak.; I have never heard 
him. He i. a violent partisan oithat class who would go any length 
in the introduction of democratic principle.; inJeed. I have known 
him in private conversalion sta~e, what he must have known ~o be 
i'ncorrect, Itud .for the mora purpose of throwing odium oftreasou­
able conspiracies from hi. to anothor party. In porsonalappearance. 
he i. above the middle height. 

MR. TIIORBURN.-Inasmuch as I .hould he sorrv to do an 
Ret of injustice even to a most bitter political opponent,'I was very 
g'laJ that I met this gentleman In private. His polittcal character i. 
well known. He i. now the leader of the radical party, although 
Ilil had a competitor in the han. member tor Leed.. He sreal" fre­
quentLy, and now gene-ally in defence of the government. which 
bas v3ry mu ch altered his pOSItion in the houoe. H is style of speak· 
inlr is ,very disagreealole ; his language bad, and his words fall like 
putty to the floor. There is It good story told of his ju.tice ; heinz 
lately at Port I'lope. he was called in to decide a qUEstion con,·er. 
~i,ng a cow whieh one mon was accused of having stolen from 
another i he remarked. that as party spirit wn. carried to a very 
~'gh pitch, he advised that tbe cow should bo killed, and divj, 'ed be. 
Lween the par:ie.. In private life, ho i. said tf) be amiable and liberal. 
Nor,do I take this ch""eter from his politic.l friends. but from thos .. 
whe havo always oppnseu him. Apart from politics, he i. hel,1 in 
very high estimation. In the honse. he is known by tho soubriquet of 
('bllncellor of Exchequer; and memhers never spare bim. Hi •• p. 
~es1;1lnce i. rather common.place. His faco in general wenrs the 
c"at of Buffa ring. He s.ldom laughs, and when h~ does, it is' in that 
languid way which betol.ens any thing but joyous. He ,is one of th" 

, moat, ifnot aetll.lly the mOB!., bllrti wozking member in the hou ..... 



20 

Messrs. LEWIS & HOTHAM are certainly amons 
the mas: gentlemanly members in the House, I mean in tbe 
true acceptation of the term. The former gentleman has, 
for a number of years, represented the county of Carleton. 
He was formerly an officer in the 88th, in which he wal 
much respected and highly esteemed. He never speaklt 
in the House, but his opinion is much attended to. Mr. Ho­
tham who has long been very delicate, was, I believe, edu­
cated for the law. The political character of neither gen­
tleman is sufficiently marked to make him the Bubject'o£ 
any lengthened review. They are both conservatives. 

MR. ELLIOTT.-1f uprightness of purpose and ho­
nesly of intention entitle to respect, this gentleman is fully 
entitled to it. He never speaks, but generally records his 
Tote 011 the conservative side. In personal appearance he 
is tall and powerful-looking, of immense bodily strength. 
which he proved in a bloody contest with a bear; his cou­
rage is undaunted, and ii' physical force should carry the 
weight, he would be sure of victory; his education is not 
of the first order, and it was after very urgent entreaty tha~ 
he consented to come forward as a candidate the last elec­
tion. In his county he has great mHuence, being the ac­
knowledged leader of a very large body of fine loyal Irish­
man, of which country he has every characteristic, unbound­
ed liberality and steady friendship. 

MR. ARMSTRONG certainly never was intended by 
nature for a legislator, for which occupation he has a tho­
rough distastp-, and only consented to come forward after 
much intreaty, in order to keep out the radical members; 
he never speaks. He is about middle height, and rather 
corpulent, with a dark complexion, heavy brow and, 
smoothed down hair, in perffiict keeping with his character. 
as a class-leader among the Methodists. He is a merchali •. 
in th~ City of Toronto. 

MR. DETLOR.-What I have said of the last named 
gentleman will answer almost word for word for this mem­
ber, even to personal appearance, the only difference being 
that the latter gentleman is rather tall, anJ wears his hai~ 
in something like a fashionable way j he lives at BrightoD. 

JAMES E. SMALL, ESQ., member for the East Rid­
ing of the County of York, represent;;; the most radical co.-
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IItituency in the Upper Province. This gentleman several 
years ago came first before the public as a candidate for 
Parliamentary honours, on which occasion he opposed Mc­
Kenzie, but unfortunately Toryism, which he at that time 
professed, not being then much in vogue, he was defeated. 
On the expulsion of McKenzie from the House, he in the 
mean time, having thought fit to change his political opin­
ions, offered himself a second time for the county, but un­
successfully, Mackenzie having been, after bis expulsion, 
twice rEf turned. lYil desperaliJum, however, seems to have 
been his motto, for in '34, he was retllrned f,)r the City of 
Toronto, in opposition to J an'is, the tory candidate. U is 
honours were short·lived, for in '36. when Sir Francis Head 
dissolved the House and called another, Draper was return­
ed for the City by a great majority. On the expulsion of 
Doctor Morrison from the Hous(;l, a vacancy was left in the 
representation for the East Riding, of which he eagerly took 
advantage, and was returned almost without opposition. 
In the House he makes but a lame figure, and although he 
always records his vote on the reform side, the splendid abil­
ities of Bidwell, and vigorous haranguings of Perry, during 
the radical parliament, and the perlin~eious loquacity of 
Thorburn and Thomson, now throw Ius attempts at elo· 
quence into the shade. By profession a lawyer, it is little 
to be wondered at, that with so small a sha~e of oratorical 
powers, he is at present withoLlt eminence at the bar. In 
person. he is rather below tbe middle height, his manner 
gentlemanly and prepossessing, and in private life he i. 
amiable. 

!'I1R. MERRITT's name has been before the public, in 
rather a disreputable manner, as connected with the motionll 
of the Patriots, and I do confess, that watching bis proceed­
ings in the House, I am more lllclined to yield belief to the 
charge against him, than to his assertion of innocence, for 
experience has taught us the truth of Sallust-" ambitio 
subegit multos mortales fieri falsos"-his darl" scowling 
countenance-his eyes constantly bent on the carpet-and 
his forbidding exterior altogether, will ever earry weight 
against him. Ilis election was carl'ied 011 conservative 
principles j his connection with the 'Welland Canal brought 
11im intI) contact with William Lyon McKenzie, and thus 
secured him the support of a great body of loyalists, and 
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however ridiculous the waste or public money rr.ay have 
been, it certainly owes ils origin to the h?n: gent1ema~. A 
learned and hiah functionary once syloglstlcally descrIbed 
Mr. lIierrilt as °the greatest humbug in the world; he hum­
bugaed the Duke of Wellington, who humbugged Bona­
pal't~, who was the greatest humbug, erg:o---'-There are 
some singular stories afloat, ORe is, that wIth an eye to double 
safety, he contrives to ~a:e a?this ~hildren bo:n Am,erican 
subjects; the general 0plnton IS eVIdently agatn3t hIm, ai­
thoug-h comparatively few are willing to go so far as to 
credit his intimate connection with the rebels. There is & 

c.)('(ain disgusting doggedness in his demeanour-abuse, 
Cllt, vili(y as you will, he never seems 10 feel; ] have seen 
I!im oear more abuse than any gentleman ought to do ; his 
oratory 18 truly disagreeable; his pronunciation is sharp 
and bad, accompanied with a certain twang; his action is 
not gentlemany, and during the delivery of his speech, his 
eye-brows sink so as almost to conceal hi~ eyes; his lan­
guage is very often bad, though it scems to flow easily at 
first, but he soon breaks down, and gets entangled; he 
uses every endeavour to embarrass the busines~ of the 
House, and is far from scrupulous in the method by wbich 
he may do so. There is one very bad trait in his character, 
which is, that he harbours and fosters revenge for years-, 
and will, on the first opportunity, wreak it on a person 
who has offended him. He is certainly possessed ofa great 
deal of that talent which our neighbours call culeness, 
and from tI.ese people all his ideas seem borrowed. 

MR. BURWELL.-Next to the Speaker, on the right 
hand, sits ]\f. Durwell, Esq., the member for the toWn of 
London; he is now the father of the House of Assembly·,­
having held a seat therein longer tban any other member. 
He is a tall, and rather ungainly person, and appears tG 
have suffered not a little from jndisposition. In principles, 
he is a conservative, and acts in most cases with a fearless 
independence; he is heard WIth attention, although his 
style of speaking is not agreeable, and is in most cases too 
dictatorial; he l~ys down his proposilicDs as axioms, and 
scorns any thing like yielding 'to expediency; he is best 
known: to the Haese by his advocacy of a settled system of 
~du~auon, to bring about which, he 118.s been indefatigabl,. 
10 IllS e~ertlons, and bis plan contains very many libera.l 
and senSIble observations, In s~eaking, he stand~ I!erfea-
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ly upright, and use~ little or no activn ; his spceclwg are 
flat long, and delivered in a slow and rather solemn style, 
which evidently shews he is not without some little feeling 
of superiority of his own powers; without much wit ho 
occasionally a~tempts satire, which is certainly not of the 
most cutting kind; in tbe debate about Sir F. Head's nan'a­
tive for instance, he attacked Mr. Parke, whom when re­
plying,to he was called to order in rather a marked manner. 
He is particularly industrious in moving amendments to 
every proposition introduced by tho radical party. HiJ 
parents were loyalists, and made great sacrifices, and un­
derwent many sufferings during the American war. Mr. 
Burwell was himself born in the States, but carne (or 1'a ther 
was brought) into this Province when very young. From 
what 1 have seen of the gentleman, I belie\'e him to be a 
good, honest politician. The Church of England has not 
inside the Parliament House, or indeed, in the Province, a 
more zealous advocate, or a more steady friend; on every 
occasion he is ready to come forward in its defence; ]Jor 
clln any weapons brought against it, lessen his fidelity or 
bis industry. 

MR. McKAY, i. the present repreprrsentative ofthel County of 
Russel, having hed the honour of a seat in the Legisluture Juring 
the last three Parliamenls. He is a Scolchman by birth, and wal'lnly 
attached to the established Church of hi. nativo l.ou. IIe has re 
sided in this Province for manv years, where he has through pru­
dEmeo, industry and. integrity, manageci to accumulate a. hanJ~;orr:e 
fortune. In parlinment h~ has always belonged to the conservativo 
purty, nnd his opinions, though expressed wlthont any of the adorn. 
mento of eloquence, are always JiRtened to "'ith attention and re_ 
spect. HQ has been stronuous and unceasing in Ilia endeavours to 
procure the revocation of the pateDts, by which ~7 Rectories wer8 
e.ected and endowed. but his efforts nave been, and it is trnsled will 
be, unsucccssfnl. 110 is 0. fine looking man, rarher above tho mid. 
die height - florid conntenance, dark hair, and a strong vigorous 
frame, slightly lending to corpulence. He .elJom addre.ses th~ 
house; when he does so it is in a broad Scottish accent. 

MR. PARKE, the member for Middlesex, has renJered him,el' 
conspicuous by his steady adherence to what are callcu rcform prin­
ciples. For a long time he went with Mr. McKenzie in all his 
measures, but did, I believe, desert him when his objects became 
more open; indeed. I can scarcely imnginc a more inoffensive person. 
He appears to bn of very mild, unassuming manners-very little of 
the polish oflife, but gifted with strong Dotural sense. During th .. 
vreBont sossion he has not spoken much. In Slature he is rather be. 
lew tbe average ,.eight, and has the appeoronco of one whose .i.e in 
lifo hl1lJ been unexpected and ul}prepared fur. His criginal occupa-



2,f 

tinn '\V •• th.t of a earpenter, in which, by industry and e.ra, ho It ... 
eollected some money and considerable properly in London, and i. 
now Editor of a newspaper, as well as member of parliament, and 
his writing and speal<ing are muc3 of the same character, a eonfus­
jon of terms and a running of sentence into sentence. In speakine 
he stoops his heall forward. and handles his hands much nfter the­
f •• hion of a soldier standing at C'5e, occasionally points down with 
his finger-he is never tirecl of the wore! "sir." I should be sorry to 
say that this lIIeruber wou1<1 directly vole for the in~roduction of reo 
publican measure", but certainly all his line of politics tends toward. 
that e'ld; he act. with a party who arc tbe remnant. orthe McKen­
zie faction in thu last parliamcnt. He is by birth an Irishman. He 
has tluring the pre.en! session redeemed much. He is, I believe, 
strictly honest in his principles. 

WILLIAM CHISHOLM-D. McDonell-Donald lE_ 
l\lcDonell-Michael Aikman-W. McCrae-H. CornwaU 
-Francis Caldwell-and Alexander Chisholm may all be 
classed together, the only point of distinction to be noted 
amongst them being that rdating to their appearance. 

Tbey are all quict,going-. incffen.ive ",ent/emen, who would be 
much more usefully em~I"ye(l in agricultural or mercantile pursuits, 
than in legislation. Many of them are noither qualified by habit, 
education or ,ntellect, for the situation they [II, and therefore offer 
procisoly the raw mater,al upon which Mr. C. P. Tboinson cuuld 
practice most successfully, and to bimself most satisfactorily. By 
luch votes a~ these, assisted ;y a few strikinl! an(! remarka.ble defec .. 
tiOIlS from the conservative ranks. and loac!;cd by all the radical 
phalanx. be has manageu to force all his mea~urcs through the house. 
Alex. Cbisholm an'; Donald .!E. l\IcD(,ncll generally act with the 
rndic.1 party, the others usually with t:,,· conservatives. Mr. Mc­
Donell of Glengnrrv, late Sheriff of the l':aslern District. i. n fine,· 
good natured ::5cotehman, of the true Highla~u breed. Mr. McCrea 
is a very independent member. \VOl. Chisholm is or.e of the oldest 
militiaollicers,anu distinguished himself in tllC late war. 

MR. SHAVER.-This is ralher a <lillicult characler to draw, 
seeing that he is in a gre"t measure devoid of any thing like pecu­
lianty. He bas been" long time a member of the House of Assem­
bly. His comtiluen"t'! is chiefly Dutch. to which nation he ewes 
hi. origin. He i. It sbort. common-looking person-quite grey. He 
apeaks rother freqacntly. Rnd with a sharp tone of voice, which is. 
howenr, perfcotly distillct. He is a reformer, but, I believe, bonest 
in his intentio,rs. ~ 

MR. BURRITT was Teturned on pure conservative principles. 
J do not belie.e that he ever speaks. He i. the son ofa U. 'E. Loy_ 
ahst; and served during tb.la.t war \vith considerable credit to him_ 
self. Hi. family bave some very valuable proporll' on tbe line of· 
Rideau Callal, anll hi. father, the 1.le Majol' Burritt. was 0. fine old 
gen.tleman. an exemplary lmagistrate, alld a truo loyalist. lance­
d.rlveu very great pleasure from hearing bim recount the trouble. 
and vicissitudes of the U. E. Loyalists, in their emicrlttion from thAt 
United Stales.' . 
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MR. -KEARNES is the Col. Sibthorpe of the Canadi­
an Assembly, as he ~eldom rises to speak without drawing 
forth peals of laughter from the House; on all questions 
he speaks more under the impulse of feeling than sound 
reason, in which he follows the example of very many of 
his illustrious countrymen. In appearance, good nat.ure is 
predominant, and you like the man the moment you hear 
him utter a sentence; he speaks ,vith a strong prn·,incial­
ism. In the debate on the Clergy ReEerves he convulsed 
the House by a sentence somewhat like the following.­
.. I do not like to see the Roman Catholic Church, which 
during 1840 years had not once jumped Jim Crow, placed 
inferior to a set of mushroom sects and saddle bags; there 
were, in his opinion, only four roads to heaven, and any 
one who would not go one of those four roads, might go 
to hell on horseback." Again, when the Houee was in 
committee of the whole, on the Queen·s College hill, l\Ir. 
Kearns was in the chair, and having heard the bill read 
with something like patience when he came to put the 
question, thought it to') much to move clause by clause, but 
dashed it off by as!<ing "is it tlw l'lca,ure of the commit­
tee that the enacting clauses be ,dc?ted 1" vVhen the bill 
came to be reported Mr. Thorburn objected, as he said the 
bill had been passed \U committee, without giving mf'm­
bers an opportunity bf hearing it read; on which Mr. 
Kearnes actually sprall{! to his feet, and begged to contra­
dict the gentleman, as he IlaJ, much to his annoyance. 
heard it read three times. 

R. G. DUNLOP.-Of this gcn<lemen 10m sorry I cO.nnot .pook 
nt any len~th, as he has been absent from the house during tho 
Bession. in consoq'lence of VCl·Y severe ill healtl:. Ho is a brother 
of the celehrat .. d Doctor .Dunlop, and a Captain in the Hoyal Navy. 

MR. COLIN C. FERRIE. m~mber for the Town 
of Hamilton, anJ for the first time in Parliament. He is & 

merchant in easy circumstances, and if we may judge from 
his being returned for a Town like damilton, and from his 
being elected President of the Gore Bank, is a person high­
ly c5tecmed 1n his neighborhood. He is ratlJ:.,r above the 
middle size, of a fair complexion, alld mild ano engaging 
demeanor, and one wlwewould strike the bchCllder, as be­
ing better fitted for the quiet repose of private life, than 
the hurry and turmoil ofa Parliamentary one. His politic$ 
are conservative. 



MR. MOORE, is the first Quaker member who has sat 
;n Upper Canada. It was for a long time supposed thaa 
persons of that persuasion could not sit; the honorab~a 
John \Vilson however proved the c~ntra~y. Ur. Moore 18 
8. very old man, I should say the oldest 10 the House; he 
was I believe engaged on the original survey of t.he North 
Eastern Boundary; he is a fine benevolent 100klOg ma~l, 
with a full countenance and high bald fOI·ehead. Of his 
powe's as a leCTislator, I had no opportunity of judging, as 
he pertinaciou~y adheres to the silent system of the sect to 
which he belongs; he is extremely good humoured an~ 
his smile is exquisitely good. I am glad to say that he IS 

I'eall v as bene volent as his looks declare; he has brought 
up a" great many orphan children, and is always ready to 
assist the distressed. He is a thorough radical. 

MR G. S. JARVIS the Member fJr the Town of 
Cornwall is for the first time in Parliament. He, for an old 
member of the bar, makes but a poor figure in the House, 
seldom speaking, and when he does speak, without anima­
tion and with brevity. His language however, is ratber 
~ood, and he seems to have the respect of the House. He 
18 a strong conservative, and a member of the Chu'rell of 
England,and on the Clergy Reserve debatf> stoutly oppo~ed 
the bill which has sinc" p:t8sed. On that occasion he spoke 
at greater length than I have ever hefore or since heard 
him, and although hi, speech lacked t],e fluency and ele­
gance and animation of Hagerman, on the same occasion, 
still it was not without fone, and the arguments advanced 
were exceedingly well chosen. He is an industrious mem­
ber, regular in his attendance on the house, and seems to 
make himself acquainted with the general routine of busi­
ness, In the town which he represents, he is generally 
respected both as a lawyer and a citizen. It is generally 
rumored that at the ensuing election he intends resigning in 
favourof Draper, whose situation requires that he be re­
turned to parliament. and his support of the Union question 
having brought him into disrepute with the people of To­
ronlo. In person Mr. Jarvis is rather tall, and of a quiet 
sedate expression of countenance. -

MR. JAS. H. POWELL is the colleague of Mr. 
Cameron in the representation of the county of Lanark. 
He is the high Sheriff of the Bathurst District, and much 
respectcrl. In the house he speaks little. In fa.ct I have 
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only once heard him except m making motions, address 11,6 
Speaker, and that was on the Clergy Reserve deLate, when 
roused to action by the hypocritical vapourings of Mr. 
Thomson, who belying his actions contended that honorable 
members should, on such an occasion, act as if they were 
jurors sworn to do their duty, he jumped upon IJis legs and 
called God to witness, that he would be sorry to trust anv 
property of his to the decision of such a Juror. He voted 
against that measure, conscientiously considering that vested 
lights shoul<1 be more respected than that word expediency 
whiCh is now a-days so much in vogue. He has always 
been acti ve in assisting conservative members in counties 
adjoining his own, and has spent his money lavishly when 
necessary to further the election of any. He is about 
the middle size, of a pleasing appearance, and with an affa­
ble and engaging manner. 

MESSRS. COOK, M'CARGAR, DUNCOMBE and 
l\i'INTOSH, are a peculiar dass, defYIng any particular 
desCliption, further than that they are thorough going radi­
cals. The former has spoken twice on the question of the 
Clergy Reserves. He is really nn independent man as far 
lIS English Grammar gEles, which he seems to hate mosa 
cordially. Mr. McCargar is one of the men who made 
himself most conspicuous in circulating McKenzie's peti­
tion through the Johnstown District. He is in appearance 
what is commonly called of the Yankee make, as is also 
Mr. Duncombe. l\fl-. McIntnsh is "f a more portly ap­
pearance. Mr. McCargar, has a curious feeling of being 
quite en.-anced by each succes3i"lespeaker, and the las' 
word generally carries more weight with him. During 
each speech, he is constantly remarking .. good speech, 
clever man, excellent." Mr. Mcintosh has made some 
very sensible remarks, one gave me great pleasure, wben 
Mr. Thomson moved his amendment about the rectorial 
lands, Mr. McIntosh seconded him, but when it wat> ex­
plained that the church of Scotland had al~o received lands, 
he immediately withdrew his name, and Mr. Thomson's 
aInelld ment fell. 

MR. G. l\1'MICKING.-Of this gentleman I can say 
but very little, not kno,ving much either of his public or 
prIVate character. 1 should be sorry to do him or any oth­
er man any Uljustice, but fro:n all I can gaiu by conversation. 



28 

I learn that he is deeply imbued with principles llOstile to 
the British inter('st, he ,vas for some tIme a prisoner in 
consequence of Mr. McKenzie's outbreak. I know not to 
what circumstance he owes his discharge, he never speaks, 
and his vote is always on the democratic side. 

MR. ALEX. I\I'DONELL, one of the members for 
the county of N ol'thurnberland, was at the last election 
unanimously pitched upon by the inhabitarlts of Pderbor­
ough, and the surrounding Townships, as the fittest per­
son from the backwoods to be put forward upon the con­

. servative interest, and it is hardly necessary to say that be 
was elected by a very large majority. He adds to un­
slll'inking loyalty and devotion to the government, an inti­
mate know ledge of the COll ntry and inhabitants, and is in 

, all respects a person well fitted if we ('xcept in eloquence 
to represer.t a conservative constituency. He has been for 
many y~"rs acting in PeterLorough as the govern ?lent 
agent, and has to them given the greatest possible satIsfac­
tion. Despite the attempts of those who under the Dur­
ham banner are now striving to raise a faction in Peterbor­
ough, and trying to make the people believe that they are 
miserable \\Tetched, overtaxed, and that the government 
have forgotten them, and that to remedy their wrongs a 
responsible gO"crtlment member must be ser,t, there is little 
doubt but lIlr. McDonell's election again may be looked 
upon as certain. In person he is about tho middle height, 
and rather stout, and his countenance wears an expression 
of good nature. 

J. w. GA~IBLE.-This is the .econd session in which this gen­
tlem,n haa s,t. He ,s particularly remarkable for his strong and 
efficient advocacy of high tory principles; he is strictly ind .. pendellt ; 
Bnd has m~de some remarkably good speeches, particularly on the 
Union and Clergy Rcserve question. The conservative. conld not 
have a more devoted organ. 

MR. THOMSON i. known as the great champion of the Scotch 
interests in the House of Assumbly, in which capacity he was guilty 
of ,0IDe not quite correct proceeding_ on the Clergy Re •• rve bill. 
which he endeavour~d by every indire~t means to overthrow. 
He speaks with a strong Scotch accent. He generally votes with 
the conservatives-is brothor to the late H. C. Thomson, ofKing.t~n. 

MR. M.\LLOCH i. a person of the middle size, thin f.ce, dark 
complexion, and sharp features; he has represented tho county of 
Carleton in the present a!ld two preceding Parliarllents; eluring th" 
wnole of which period he has never ventured upon a speech in tho 
Ilouse. lr; politics ho i. II staunch and unfllncl1ing Conservative. 



and haB soveral timos .tood alone on divisions in the House, the 
mo.t remarkable of which was that upon a re.olution proposed by 
Mr. Perry, m the last session of the Rump Parhament, in favor of 
Responsible Govern~ent. Every member of the House, of both po. 
hlleal partIes, voted In favor of Mr. Perry's motion, except Mr. I1lal. 
loch; ~e alone answereJ the call, "the nays will please to rise," 
but wlnle the clerk was adding up the names. Mr. Bonlton. of Dur. 
ham, changed his vole fromye. ,0 nay, and his name with tbat of 
Mr.IUalloch now stand to"etber on the journals of the House na 
tho o~ly opponents of the 0 principle of •. ResponsibililJb" on that 
occ~.\On. When tho subject was moved at " later period of that 
.e ••. IO~. all the Conservative members voted all"ainst it. thereby reo 
pudlatmg the former vote ex~ressivc of their deliberate oplnions.­
IIlr. Malloch, as before stated, never addresses the House, you fre. 
qu~ntly, however, hear him cry oul" ,. hear! hear r t in a tone of 
VOIce 80 oharp and shrill, as to be absolutely Hartling. Last session 
he gave the casting vote on the question for reinvesting the Clargy 
Reser...... It "'a' probably this tact that led the Governor General 
t.u send for Mr. LvI., and ask tJis opinion in re;!~rd to their dIsposition 
a few uays ago, on which occasiom he is :'oported to have forgotten 
the. courtesy due to the Representativo of Royalty, and to have no. 
tODlshet.! Mr. Thomson oya petulant exclamation at "Gioe them 
t. the Dec.! !" 

1).1 ESSRS. BOULTON and CARTWRTr;HT possess the sarna 
feeling. on almost every political question; thoy are both thorough 
Tories, never yieldmwingle inch of p .. inci~,!e, nor do I think nIl 
the power upon earth.uld induce eilher the "ne or the other to de· 
viate in the slightest from the line of conduct which they hav" 
hitherto pursuoJ, and which they think correct and honest. Tho 
former gentleman heB, for a number of years, rep,'csented the co un· 
ty of Durham; he is a man of extensive properly. and commeIlse. 
rate intluence, although that bas been latterly much impaireJ, in 
consequence of the conduct of his brother Ihe lato Chief Justice of 
Newfoundland. in uniting himself wilh a party to which everyone 
of Mr. Boulton's constituents is opposed; he speaks frequently, and 
with great energy when exciled, with a power of lung'. almost io. 
credible, and he delivers himself so rapidly, that tlle words ""em to 
.. jostle" one another as they esc~pe. Mr. C:ntwright, who repro .. 
oents Lennox and Addington, i1 universally allowed to be a man of 
the mORt strictly honest ,md u?right principles, a gentleman and Po 

Icholar. highly and ueservedly r"'pected :lnJ esteemed; be has suf. 
fered much from ill health, of which he bears evident traces ia bi. 
countenance. Both these gentlemen aro below the average height. 
I bave classed them together, a. they sit, act, aud vote. 

MR.. WICKENS served for a long timo ill the Commi.soriat, ia 
which service he was engaged during the Feninoula. war~ and .fter­
warda in tho army of oceuPJ~,on ; he replaced the notorIOUS Lount 
in the representation of S;:ncoe. HIl !le,er speak. i.l the House, 
at leaHt that I have heard, nnd it is to be regretteJ, for to natural 
(ooJ judgment. he atlds a grea: <leal of acquired information; b. ;. 
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" tall, .tont person, anu very gentlemanly in bis demeanor, and i. 
lOa honest and worthy a man as any in the Flouse. 

MR. MAN A HAN is the can. ague of Mr. MurDey; he is an 
Irishman by birth, of which cuuntry he has the warm, energ.tio 
lemperament; he frcquer.tly takes part in the debate., and a. the 
leadinlr member of the lloman Catholics, reflected gr.at credit on 
hintself and that body during the debate on the Clergy Reserve 
question; he speaks rapidly, and with great energy, and is particu. 
Inrly irritable unuer contradiction or restralllt; once embarked in 
any cause be spares no pains cr labour to forward it. In politics he 
i. con.ervative, with rather too strong a bias tow ads the policy o( 
Mr. Thomson, whose leading measures he strongly .upported. He 
is, and always has been a strong defender of tho Uni"n. In person 
be is below the midcle height, and stoutly built. 

JAS. MATTHEWSON, one of tbemembora for Frontenac, is a 
ehort, slaut man, with short curly hair, and a countenance, which 
thougb none of the most intellectuIII or humorous, carries abo!:! 
witb it that indescribable expression which plainly tells of .. tbe 
Illnd which gave Patrick his birth." This i. the fi,st Parliament 
for which he has been returned, he being the offspring of ono of 
those gigantic efforts maLi. bV the con •• rvative. at tho call of Sir 
Francis Head. He has, however, like other greater men accommo_ 
dated himself to the time., and now leans a little lowards moderat .. 
reform, which he displays bv v"tmg ,,·ith the reform members. If 
we may judge, however, of hi. conduct in private society, It hal 
not maue any great inroad itlto his constitution, 8S be make,S a 
universal practice of tallung agllinst tho Yanke~. and republiran 
institutions. 

~1R. SHA Dr,; is a tall, gentlemanly pe!son, an Americ.n by 
birth. bul some ye"s ago settled in thi. c"untry, ono became a Bri. 
tish sUbject; he is a warm s~pporter of' toryism, in favor of which 
he exercises a:1 his influence; he speakn sf'/thm, l,ut when he does 
it is generally to ':,0 point, nor does he tire hi. auditory with fre. 
Quent reiteralion~ of tt-c same sentiment. 

HENRY SHERWOOD is a ve,y YOllog man to occupy the dis. 
tinguish.,1 part which he doe. in polilils, and he appears much 

younger than he red1y is; he is every yelf coming more forward 
into public notice, and if hone,1 eonRislenry demanus esteem, he i. 
fully entitled to it. His conduct during the present session has beeD 
beyon.l prnis •• and he has brought forward some must beneficial 
nlcasures, and is ail ngether one of the most useful members in the 
f1ouse, nnd h,., e,'ery prospecl of :'eing retnrne.1 for the City of To. 
ronto, in the Uniterl Parliament. ili. style of sreaking i. rather 
egreeable, thnngh hit'l voice is too shrill to be euphonious: his Ian. 
gunge is goo'l and well a·.brlce! to the s\1bjcct on which he speak8. 
which he does w,th astonishing r·,pi.lity; like Mr. Hagerman, when 
excitod by opposition, h .... is loit1e, ly severe; and then hiB who~e Bflul 
oecms thrown as it wore inlo his subjec·t. He .peaks louuly nnd 
With g.'eat energy; . and 80me of his speeches are really vory 
gQod, lor mohnce, hIS reply to Mr. Drapar, OD )ho Union, whicll 
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was the best ueiiverell in the Hoose 00 thtl! sullject. Ee hOB on~ 
fault which need. correclion; he speal,. top freq',en\l.l', Rnd on eve_ 
ry subject. and though he io always heard with a,lention, he would 
command far more i,,/lm!nce dId he reserve himself ror great and 
important questions. AFI a lawyer. he is rapicJ.ly rising in his pro .. 
fessi~n, and the wrhr.r of these sketches feels ~afe in again asserting 
I.hat m " few years Mr. ~herwDou will be lhe leading lawyer at the 
Cannlltan bar. In personal appearanre he i. rnther tall nnu gentle­
tn'\nly, with light complexion, and a polite, agreeable addre.s. Hi. 
conduct throughout the debate on the [nion wos Bncl! as might 
have been expr,rted from a peT' on of goou principles and high in_ 
tegrity, and afforded an example worthy of being follow ell by maoy 
ILJl older member. 

CHRISTOPHER A. HAGERMAN, Her Majesty's 
Attorney General, has since 1826, represented the Town of 
Kingston, with the exception of one p,ltliamellt, when being 
called for a short period to the bench, Donald Bethune Es'l' 
was returned. So much is he respected in Kingston, 
that at the last election not even the shadow of opposition 
was made to his election. As a speaker, l\Tr. Hagerm'ln is 
now without a rival in this Province, which speaks volumes 
in favor of' his talents and industry, when \\e take into con­
sideration the small opportunity afforded for education in 
the days of his youth. Born and hrought up in Canada, it 
af.rords surprise to many, that his principl('s sbould be so 
strongly, so firmly conservative, that he should have made 
himself so thoroughly acquainted wilh the principles of the 
British Constitution, and become so firmly at ached to lt, 

In ordinary debates he speaks calmly, quietly, almost cold­
ly, and makes but little impression on the mind of the linen­
er, but when his high feelings are roused to action by the 
hrawlings, or attempted sarcasms of some minor memlJer, 
every eye is fixed on him, every pen in the House is laid 
down, ana, were it not that his rich, full voice filled every 
corner of the House, you might hear a pin drop. To gra­
tify the ambition of copil'g ",ith the giant, many rise up, 
but one after another, he answers them, . and down they 8it 
discomfittecl. His voice, when thus rouse,l, doL'S s~me­
time~ give utt.erance to expressions which in cfllmer mo­
ments his gentlel!lanly feelings woulclr.ot all 0 1'.' to ':0 f<mh, 
but when deserveclloy the person that called them forth, 
they are neve.T retracted. Some years agn, fur II:s opposi­
tion to the reformeTs, he lost his office of Soliciwl' l~ene­
ral, but was shortly after repla~ed. To the ,','e'sent Gover-
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nor GenMal he has given umbrag ... in not going haud i~ 
hand with him in his measures, and in conseq uence bas-~een 
notified to wind up his Attorney General busineis, 'lIut 
to soothe his spirit a place on tbe \:-,<3nch has been offered 
to him, which! believe he has accepted. LonJ, long will 
it be before the walls of the House will ech'J with such's 
voice. Long will it be before hi3 place be fi!1ed at the bar. 
at which in eloquence none can equal him. In personal 
appearance he is rather over the middle heigbt, and stOllt in 
proportion. with a good humoured countenance. 

COLONEL PRINCE.-A!,most the first question a 
!tranger asks on er.tering th" House is, "who is that gen­
tleman sitting immediately next the bar, on tbe left as you 
look tnwal'ds tbe Speaker 1" aMI your attention becomes 
1I.t once arrested wheu you hear lhename of Colonel Prince. 
He is the beau ideal of a fine honest English Gentleman. 
and tbe question as to tl'e capture of Theller & Co. is sol­
ved the moment you sec him; he has the appeal',mce of 
cool determiaation u'lited with great bodily strenl\th. No 
mOon in the Province hOos been more active in defence of tho 
Government, ar,d as is too oft8n the case, no man has been 
worse tn;<lt.ed. In Engl~,nd he was a very warm support­
er of whlglsm. which, ho\,-ever he haR now abandoned, see­
ing its fatal effects in the Canadas. Tbere can be but lit­
tle doubt that the decided stand which lIe took was the 
means of saving the western frontier fl'Om continual aggres­
sion, at)d had the Government acted with a like energy. 
the country would not now be in its present state; fi,r his 
promptitude on the cccnsion of the Windsor invasioll, he 
deserves the gratitude of every man in Canada. His style 
of orator~ is nervous and bold, grappling with the question. 
and scorrung any subterfuge. ThIS gentleman requires 'no 
veI;[ lengthened notice, as his character is a plein, honest. 
straJt.fo~ward Olle, always acting with consistency, and ne­
,er fearmg' to express his opinions. 


