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PREFACE. 

The writer of the fi)llowing P"!.!l''' has hael in "iew th" collection and 

preservation of remini"ecllcc~ uf tIll' early Itt}" whell tlw town anel conllly of 

Peterhoruugh were tir:,t "dtled. 'l'hio purtiull of till' hI,k S('I'\llI'r! incolll­

plete. without a sUlllmary of leading events in tOWll and ('UUllt,') to I hI' 
present time. He has ende,wourecl to <lpproach the subjeet as impartially" 

and to record the fact; as <ll:l'lll'atdy a, l,()ssible, The ('veuts ot the earliel' 

years were gathered from su<:h of the first settlers as still s\ll'vi Vl', [lIH1 

although, as lllight be exV'old, slight <1i;;(j'l'l'auc:ies were sometimes fouml 

in the recollections of thest' different nl)sen'el's, these were only upon minor 

mutters of trifling import; so tklt the ,'!:eneral details may be relied on <IS 

cOtTed, Fur the events of bter years, :md especially since 18,Hi, 
printcll aull official doclllll~nts klll' hl'eu to come extent available; but it 

j,", to be regretted that in n'one 0[' om pulJlic offices has much :tltention been 

"hewn to preserve am1 hunll llOWll to futurity, CUITcnt aut! enllll',;ccnt 

records of the time. wlJieh wilL by ,Illd hy', lJe of' ran' y:t1uf' :ll1tl hi,tori(, 

illtel'c~t. 

\\'hdher tIle fads hl'l'l' 1'l'l'on1etl (Ill"'t (,j' them 1'''1' till' lil'.'L time) ""'Il' 

of sufficient interest alltl il1ljJ()rtuIlI'l' to justify their collection ill permanellt 

temll; and whether tIle task 1]:1., lW'll accolllplished in a proper aud worthy 

maim,']', must be left iu the pnlJlic to lll'cide ; to wl;om it j" now offered. tu 
hp, judged upon its merits, 

Peterhorough, .Januftry 2ml, 1~l;7. 



The 1uthol' 1)1-' tbi, little wurk hen'witl, 1'('(11)'11.' hi~ Lcst thanb and 

.2T,'l,·i"lli aekll(Jw10dgements to the numerous I ".'!""I " , both in town and 
""\\IIt,\, whu haye kindly ,md ,c:ntllitOll,ly ;1,,,ictc(1 hilJl, by contributiom 
Lit' fads and incidents, oral, written, or printed, Oil which the followillg; 
l'd!,:"S ~Ire chiefl,v based, al1,1 wit.h()l1t whiC'h he ",ollid h:I\'(' heen unahle to 
accomplish his t:1"k, 

The \ l'I',I' eUlulleratiuu "I' the llallle', ot' the 1'l'I".'l)llS (I) whol1l he j" tllU,> 
under ohligation, would be 11 formidable task; unci he begs of them. (llIe 

and alL to <lcC'l'pt this general <ll'kllll,dcclC:"lllellt of his ,C!l'atitu(le for the 
-enices thl'Y have 1i0 cheerfully :mc1 promptly n'mlne'!, 

Pl'kriJol'lIlI,c!h, .J HlJ1lary :2nc1. 18(;7. 
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A SKETCH 
OF 

THE EARLY SETTLEMENT 
A.l~D SUBSEQUENT PROGRESS OF 

AND EACH TO,YNSHIP IN THE 

COUNTY OF PETERBOROUGH. 

CHAPTER I. 

A PIONEER CHAPTER. 

Prior to the year 1818, that portion of Canada now known as the 
flourishing Oounty of Peterborough, was covered by an unbroken forest, 
in which the settler's axe had never echoed, and where, save the homeless 
Indian or the adventurous hunter, the foot of man llad scarcely pene­
trated. 

In that year, a small body of emigrants sailed from England, some of 
whom, braving the perils of the bush, found their way into the township 
of Smith, then but recently surveyed. This,was in the Autumn of 1818 ; 
the pioneers finding an inlet by way of Rice Lake and the Otonabee river, 
for as yet, and for long after, there was no semblance of a road through 
the wooded wilderness stretching away between the frontier settlements 
and their new home. 

The merit of the first settlement in the county belongs to the township 
2 
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of Smith, and in connection with that towllship, in a future page, will be 
found the names of those brave men, and such account as we have been 
able to gather, of the incidents, difficulties and privations attending their 
early settlement in the bush. 

In May 1819, a party of gentlemen from "the front" came up the 
Otonabee in a skiff, for the purpose of selecting a mill site, and otherwise 
"prospedng" in the new townships. These were Oharles Fothergill, 
Esq., at one time M. P. P. for Durham, Thomas Ward, Esq., of Port 
Hope, Olerk of the Peace for the District, John Farrelly, Surveyor, Adam 
Scott, Millwright, and Barnabas Bletcher. Mr. John Edmison, now of 
Smith, then an intending settler, who had already drawn a lot of land at 
hazard, accompanied them. 

They landed just above Spaulding's bay, at a spot which was anerwards 
a steamboat landing, and near the site in aner years of the steam saw 
mill of Messrs. Shaw and Fortune, the chimney of which alone is now 
~tanding. Scott here discharged his gun, and then by means of the flint 
of the lock a fire was kindled, the party assisting in gathering wood for 
the purpose. After a lunch, which sufficed for, supper, they lay down 
around the fire, beneath the spreading branches of the trees and slept. 

Next morning Edmison and Ward started for Mud Lake, following the 
blaze on the trees along the communication line, and sharing the meals of 
some of the settlers of the previous year. Ward was the owner of the 
land comprising the site of the present village of Bridgenorth; and having 
accomplished their object, they returned to the scene of their open air 
encampment. Here the other prospecting party were found in good 
spirits, and discussing the project for a future mill. By damming up the 
creek which still traverses the site of the T0wn, and conveying the'water 
along a short excavation to the steep bank of the Otonabee river, an 
eligible mill-site would be obtained, and at a trifling cost compared with 
the expense of attempting to control the rapidly descending waters of the 
Otonabee, at any point in the neighborhood. 

Well pleased with the results of this exploration visit, the party passed 
down the river, and across Rice Lake on the same evening. The little 
piece of engineering thus projected was successfully carried out, and in 
about two years Mr. Adam Scott had a small saw and grist mill in opera­
tion under one roof. The same water privilege is still in use, though 
turned to much better account in the large frame mill in active operation 
on the corner of King and Water streets. 
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Further reference will be made to this first mill, which, though neces­
sarily a small structure, and the machinery imperfect, was nevertheless a 
great boon to the early settlers. 

A reference to the first settlers in their several localities will be madc 
as our task progresses. A cursory allusion to the settlement in Smith 
seemed necessary here, in order to preserve in the reader's mind the relatiye 
date of events which occurred prior to the surveyor settlement of the 
Town, or the advent of' the Immigration of 1825, to which we now ad­
dress ourselves. 

CIL\PTER II. 

THE mllIIGRATION OF 1825. 

Not only was the Town of Peterborough without a single inhabitant in 
the Spring of 1825, save Mr. Scott, the proprietor of the mill and a 
workman or two who assistcd him, but the settlers in the adjoining town­
ships were few, and their prospects far from encouraging. Two families 
only were settled in Douro, those of Robert Reid, Esq., and the Honble 
Thos. Alex. Stewart, afterwards a life member of the Legislative Council 
of Upper Canada. Besides the little colony in Smith already referred 
to, a few adventurous settlers had found their way into Otonabee, Aspho­
del, Monaghan and Emily, but very little land had been brought into 
cultivation. The country languished and many even of the best settler." 
felt despondent as to the prospects of the future. * 

Up till this period the eutire number of settlers occupying the town­
ships north of Rice Lake did not exceed five hundred.i" During the 
autumn of that year a large accession was made to their numbers by an 
Emigration on an extensive scale chiefly from the south of Ireland, con­
ducted by the Honble Peter Robinson, under the auspices of the British 
government, whieh greatly conduced to the speedy settlement and improve­
ment of the country.! Four hundred and fifteen families availed them­
selves of the adv,antages thus afforded them, comprising in all 2,024 souls·1I 

*Capt. Rubldge's Evidence belare the Committee of the Brit. Par,-1847. Question 2653. 
tCapt. Rubldge's evidence b~fore the Imperial Emigration Comntittee in 1847, as quo led in .. 

pamphlet" Ireland and Canada," by Sir Robert Wilmot Horton, Bart, G. C. H. Page 41. 
tCapt, Rubidge's evidence 1847. Question 2,665. 
II Horton's" Ireland and Canada. " Page 3l. 

2* 
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The ships laden with the emigrants sailed ii'om Cork in May, 1825, 
and after a very speedy passage, in only one case exceeding 31 days, 
arrived at Quebec, from whence they were immediately forwarded to 
Kingston. Here they remained for nearly two weeks, mostly in tents, 
and owing to the intense heat of the season many of them suffering from 
fever and ague. Mr. Robinson in the meantime had sailed from Liver­
pool to New York, and proceeded from thence to Toronto by way of 
Niagara. :;, We mention this as illustrating the round about manner of 
)'eaching the capital of Canada from Great Britain in those days, compared 
with the direct routes and expedition of the present time. 

Having procured from the Surveyor General such information as he 
could, in reference to the lands he was about to settle, he proceeded to 
Cobourg and thence to Peterborough, or "Scott's plains" as it was then 
called, and spent six days in exploring the townships, aided by Mr., after­
wards Colonel, McDonell, whom he describes as " an intelligent ancl respect­
able young man well acquainted with the country." In the minutes of his 
evidence taken before the Emigration Committee in London in 1827,t we 
find the following narrative of subsequent event~ :-" On the 11th August," 
said Mr. Robinson, "I embarked five hundred on board of a steam-boat, and 
landed them the next day at Cobourg on Lake Ontario, a distance of one 
hundred miles; the re:nainder of the settlers were brought up in the same 
manner, the boat making a trip each week. Onr route from Cobourg to 
Smith, at the head of the Otonabee River, lay through a country as yet 
very thinly inhabited; the road leading from Lake Ontario to the Rice 
Lake (12 miles) hardly passable, and the Otonabee River in many places 
very rapid, and the water much lower than it had been known for many 
years. The first thing I did was to repair the road, so that loaded wag­
gons might pass; and in this work I received every assistance from the 
magistrates of the District, who gave me fifty pounds from the District 
funds; and this sum, together with the labor of our people, enabled me 
to improve the road in ten days so much that our provisions and baggage 
could be sent across with ease, and three large boats were transported on 
wheels from Lake Ontario to the Rice Lake. The Otonabee River is 
navigable for twenty-five miles, although in many places it is very rapid, 
and at this season there was not water enough to float a boat of the 
ordinary construction over some of the shoals. To remedy this difficulty, 

.... Mr. Robinson's evidence before Select Committee of the Imperial Parliament. Third Report 
1 S~ 1. Page 346. 

t Third Report of Select Committe., 1~27. Page 346. 
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I had a boat built of such dimensions as I thought might best answer to 
ascend the rapids, and had her completed in eight days. So much de­
pended upon the success of this experiment that I felt great anxiety until 
the trial was made; and I cannot e:lrpress the happiness I felt at finding 
that nothing could more fully have answered our purposes, and this boat, 
sixty feet in length and eight feet wide, carrying an immense burthen, 
could be more easily worked up the stream, than one of half the size 
carrying comparatively nothing. Now that I had opened the way to the 
depot at the head of the river, there was no other difficulty to surmount 
than that which arose from the prevailing sickness, the fever and ague, 
which at this time was as common among the old settlers as ourselves. 
The first party I ascended the river with consisted of twenty men of the 
country. hired as axe-men, and thirty of the healthiest of the settlers; 
not one of these men escaped the ague and fever, and two died." 

The boat alluded to was fiat bottomed, and was propelled by several oars 
at each side. It would carry between twenty and thirty persons with a 
large amount of luggage, and, with hard work, the distance from Gore's 
landing to "Scott's plains" could be made in a day. The landing place 
was that before mentioned, just above Spaulding's Bay, and at the spot 
afterwards used as a steamboat landing. 

Immediately on arriving here with their slender store of worldly goods, 
the immigrants set about constructing rude huts or wigwams, composed of 
slabs, bark, or the branches of trees, and sods, to shelter them from the 
weather during the interval which must elapse before they could be located 
upon their lands in the neighboring Townships. As one boat load after 
another was discharged upon the landing, and the crowd of immigrants in­
creased, the "plains" began to present a lively and animated appearance. 
The temporary huts. were dotted here and there in groups, or singly, as the 
attraction of acquaintance or the facilities of shelter offered, while the bustle 
consequent upon landing and the details of perfecting the arrangements, 
and above all, the novelty of the present, and the uncertainty of the future, 
must have deeply impressed the minds of the more thoughtful and observ­
ing as they gazed upon the scene. 

The buildings erected by Mr. Robinson on his arrival, to serve as a 
residence for himse~ his clerks and servauts, as well as those used as store­
houses and offices, will be referred to hereafter, and described, both as to 
their appearance and location, in the chapter treating more especially of the 
early settlement of the Town of Peterberough. 
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Among those who assisted Mr. Robinson in dispensing the Government 
rations was Wesley Ritchie and Oaptain John Armstrong, who subsequent­
ly settled in Douro. These rations consisted of one pound of pork and one 
pound of flour for each person over 14 years of fige, half a pound of these 
to children between five and 11 years. A pound of meat and Hour was 
also allowed to every four children under five years of age,-a description 
of food to which they were unaccustomed, which more than supplied their 
wants, and the surplus of which was not unfrequently exchanged for whis_ 
key or other less injurious commodities. These rations were continued for 
a period of 18 months,* the chief portion of the provisions having to be 
hrought in from Cobourg and elsewhere along the frontier. 

The task of locating the emigrants, Mr. Robinson speaks of as "by far 
the most troublesoUle and laborious part of the service." In this he was 
ably assisted by Mr. Alexander McDonell, (subsequently Oolonel of Militia) 
1\11'. John Smith, and by Oapt. Rubidge, R. N., who in 1819 had settled 
in Otonabee, nine Uliles south of Peterboro'. The latter gave his services 
gratuitously, and rendered efficient aid in locating the immigrants in Oton­
abee, and subsequently conducted two later immigrations on a smallcr scale, 
to which reference will be made hereafter. 

The plan adopted was to send out the immigrants in groups, accompanied 
by one or more guides, to examine the land and choose their locations. One 
hundred acrcs of land was allotted to each family of five persons, and a lot 
having becn chosen was set down in the name of the head of the family. 
In some instances, even the sons, if they were grown up and of a certain 
age, received 100 acres of land also.t Contracts were then let by Mr. 
Robinson, to former settlers and others to erect a shanty upon each lot, at 
an average cost of $10 each!; roads were hastily cut through the forest, 
and a few oxen and horse teams purchased by Mr. Robinson to transport 
the immigrants and their luggage to their new homes. The greater number 
of oxen and horse teams engaged in this work, however, belonged to old 
settlers south of Rice Lake, hired for this purpose, and brought up through 
the bush in the best way they could. A great deal of expense and incon­
venience might have been spared, as Oapt. Rubidgc pointed out in his 
evidence before the select committee of the British Parliament in 1847, 
had roads been previously cut, and houses of accommodation provided at 

·Capt. Rubidge'. evidence before the Imperial Emigration Committee, 1841. Question 2675_ 
tIbid. Question 2672. 

"Capt. Rubldge-Reportof.elect committee, 1'841. Page 283. 



7 

5everal points. But all these requirements had to be provided simultane­
ously, and at a time when provisions were unusually dear. 

With the exception of a few families who remained in Peterborough, (or 
rather on "Scott's plains," as it was still called) during the winter, the 
entire number of immigrants were located on their lands during the Autumn 
of 1825. Each family was then supplied with a cow, an axe, an auger, a 
handsaw, a ha=er, 100 nails, 2 gimlets, 3 hoes, 1 kettle, 1 frying pan, 
1 iron pot, 5 bushels of seed potatoes, and 8 quarts of Indian Corn. 

But though these poor i=igrants were thus provided for in a manner 
which would now be considered more than sufficient for their necessities, 
they had still difficulties and discouragements enough to overcome. Fif.­
teen of their number had died during the passage to Quebec, and eighty­
seven more after their arrival in Cauada, up to March, 1826. That scourge 
of the early settler,' fever and ague, assailed them almost from the moment 
they arrived in the country, and many strong hearts were unnerved, and 
vigorous forms prostrated, by it during the first few seasons. Scarcely a 
family escaped, and sometimes the entire household shook for months, till 
they were hardly able to hand each other a drink of water. Eleven funerals 
from the i=igrants took place in Kingston in a single day, where dysentery 
was combined with fever, and a number of families were detained at Co­
bourg from the same cause, till nearly every family had to mourn its dead. 
In the remoter settlements, where medical aid could not be procured, the 
most loathsome draughts were used, in order, if possible, to mitigate the 
disease, but as clearances were ruade, and dampness eliminated from the soil, 
its effects diminished, till of late years, except in localities peculiarly favor­
able for its production, it is comparatively rare. 

The total number of these immigrants and their families is shewn as 
follows* :-

Embarked at Cork in May, 1825 ........................ " ..... 2,024 
Joined in Canada.... ...... .... ........................... ......... 12 
Born do. up to March 15, 1826.............. .......... 33 

Total.. ....... 2,069 

A surgeon of the Royal Navy was on board of each ship, and aCCOlll­
panied the immigrants to their destination. Among these were the latc Dr. 
Connin, Dr. Reade, and others whose names we have not learned. 

• Appendix to Report of Select Committee of British ParJiarnellt, 1827. P. 293. 
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The following tabular statement compiled from official sources, will be 

found interesting:~ 

Men. IWom'nIChild'n Total. 
I 

Located in Newcastle District.. ............. ~I~ ~ 1878 
do Bathurst...... .......... ......... 15 I 15 25 55 
do with friends at Quebec.. . . . . . 2 I.... ..... ......... 2 
do do Montreal.... . . 8 6 12 26 
do do Kingston. . . . . 2.. ..... . ......... 2 

A?sentwithoutleave,supposedgonetoU.S. 1 I 1 2 4 
DIed on passage to Canada.. . . . . . . . . . . . 2 i 2 11 15 
Died since arrival in Canada ........... " 29 I 12 46 87 

680r548 8411 2069 

The immigrants were, not unnaturally, regarded at first with coldness and 
distrust by the previous settlers, and it has been said of them that, while 
their rations lasted, they contented themselves in idleness and sloth, and 
only put forth the exertions necessary to persons commencing life in a new 
country, when compelled to do so by the cutting off of their supplies. But 
the falsity of this calumny is sufficiently shewn by the official returns of 
the products of their first year's labor; the facts of which were collected by 
Mr. Robinson, and their correctness vouched for by him to the Emigration 
Committee before referred to. These are shewn to be as follows :-

SU'DfARY OF FIRST YEAR'S PRODUCE, RAISED BY THE IMMIGRA.-l';TS.· 

al PRODUCE RAISED THIS YEAR. I PURCHASED 

~ "'" 8 IBY THEMSELVES. 
'8 0 0.2 gj'; (IJ .!l E ~ .!l...., Maple -----

TOWNSHIPS .~. <:; 0 ~ ~ <ll 0 <ll <ll <;J • I . 0 ~ 0 (IJ ...., ,.<:I ';3 ,.<:I 0,.<:1 ,.<:I <ll I::i • I . .; 
Z g Z 2": ~ gJ f3 ~ "Ci ~ ~ r"1 ~ I Sugar. al ~ !oJ) _____ _=_ ~ ~~ ~ .:l~ ~ __ I S 8 ~ 

Douro. . . .. . .. 60 245~18251 4175 1777 80l 1159 lllS 22 
Smith... .. . .. 34 113~ 4800 1550 637 401 889 6 7 21 
Otonabee .. ' .. 51 186 10500 4250 1395 38 1419 4 13 11 
Emily ...... ' .. 142 351~122200 7700 3442 44~ 2880 6 10 47 
Ennismore .... 67 195 I 8900 3000 1042~ 44~ 1330 4 9 10 
Asphodel.. ... 36 173 ,9150 2850 1733 86 1345 2 8 32 

*Third Report of the Emi~tion Committee, British Parliament, 1827. Page 431. 



The early industry of the immigrant settlers will further appear from 
the following :-
ESTIMATED VALUE OF THE PRODUCE OF TIlE LABOR OF THE IMMIGRANTS 

OF 1825, ON THE 24TH NOVEMBER, 1826. 
1386! acres of Land cleared and fenced at £4 per acre £5,548 
67,799 bushels of Potatoes, at Is. £3,389 19 0 
25,623 bushels of Turnips, at 6d. 640 11 6 
10,438 bushels of Indian Corn, at 2s. 6d. 1,395 16 3 
363~ acres of Wheat, sown in the autumn of 1826, at 

£2 per acre, 
9,067 lbs. of Maple Sugar, at 4d. 
40 Oxen, purchased by their labour, at £7 each 
80 Cows, ditto, ditto, at £4 lOs. each 
166 Hogs, ditto, ditto, at 15s. each 

828 0 0 
151 2 4 
280 0 0 
360 0 0 
124 10 0 

Total, Halifax Currency £12,524 19 0 

An attack was made upon the loyalty and patriotism of the jlllmigrants 
in tht3 Colom:al Advocate, of December 8th, 1826, a newspaper then 
published at York (Toronto) by the late William Lyon Mackenzie, 
which furnished the occasion not only for a triumphant vindication of 
their character in this respect, but also for the most ample assurances of 
their general good character and amiable deportment. The following was 
the paragraph which appeared in the Advocate :-

"MR. ROBINSON'S IRISH SETTLERs.-We have information which may 
be depended upon, stating that these people have an ardent desire to go to 
the United States, and that they frequently desert. No less than thirty 
of them decamped lately in one night. 

To how much more useful a purpose might £30,000 have been expended 
than in recruiting in Ireland for the United States soldiers by Canadian 
Councillors I" 

Prompt and satisfactory denials of the truth of this slander were at 
once published, and are still to be found in the printed doouments relating 
to this emigration. Two of these were immediately forwarded to the 
Weeldy Register, a London Journal, for insertion, the first by Thomas T. 
Orton, Esq., of the" Land Register Office," Port Hope, and the second by 
James Fitzgibbon, Esq., of York. In the communication of the latter 
the following paragraph occurs :-

"When it is considered that some of these settlers are mechanics, and 
3 
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all of them utter strangers to the forests of America, that the men and 
women could find employment and good wages every where between the 
settlement and New York City, it is only to be wondered at, that many 
of them have not spread themselves over these Provinces and the neigh­
boring States. This, however, they have not done, nor have I learned 
(during a recent visit to them) that they have done any other act since 
their arrival amongst us, for which I or any other countryman of their's 
need blush."* 

LETTER FROM HON. THO~IAS A. STEWART, M. L. c., OF DOURO. 

The following is a copy of a published lettert to the Rev. James Crowley, 
a Roman Catholic Clergyman, from the Hon. Thomas Alexander Stewart, 
who is described as "a very respectable gentleman, and a magistrate, 
residing in the midst of the Irish Immigrants" :-

To the Rev. 3fl'. Crowley: 
DOURO, January 20th, 1826. 

DEAR SIR :-1 beg to transmit the following statement. Some days 
ago I perused a paragraph in the Colonial Advocate relating to Mr. 
Robinson's Immigrants, stating that thirty had left this in one night and 
gone to the United States, and that the rest were inclined to go alsl}. 
This I conceive to be entirely false and without fonndation. I am here 
living in the very midst of them; from twenty to thirty pass my door 
almost every day. I visit the camp every week, and at all times I take 
an opportunity of conversing with them on their affairs. I have always 
found them satisfied and happy. Some of them have told me with tears 
in their eyes that they never knew what happiness was until now. In 
general they are making great exertions in clearing land, and the exertions 
have astonished many of the old settlers. I conceive that this is in gen­
eral owing to the great care :Mr. Robinson has shown in regard to their 
complaints, and studying their wants. Not one corn plaint has there been 
against thern by any of the old settlers, and it is the general opinion that 
where so large a body of people are brought together none could conduct 
thernselves better. When we heard of their coming among us we did not 
like the idea, and immediately began to think it necessary to put bolts and 
bars on our doors and windows; all these fears have vanished. These 
fears I must acknowledge were in consequence of stories that were circu­
lated before their arrival in this part, which have all turned out to be 

" Appendix to Report of Select Committee, BTit. Par., 1826. Page 286. 
t Ibid. Page 287. 
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equally false with those of the Colonial Advocate. Mr. Robinson has 
also been particularly fortunate iTa his choice in the Medical Department, 
as the care, humanity and great attentio~l shewn by Dr. Reade could not 
be exceeded. I could say much more but the fact will speak for itself." 

(Signed,) THOMAS ALEX. STEWAR1'. 

We cannot conclude this cursory sketch of the chief incidents connected 
with the locatIon of the immigrants of 1825, without at the same time 
placing on record the zeal and ability with which the Hon. Peter Robinson 
conducted the immigration with which he was entrusted, and the uniform 
kindness and attention to the wants and necessities of the families under 
hi~ charge. That he was respected and beloved by those towards whom 
he had a difficult and trying duty to perform, is prominently shown not 
only by their public expressions at the time, but also by the grateful recol­
lections they still cherish, and the reminiscences they still repeat, embody­
ing similar sentiments. So impressed were the Emigration committee of 
the British Parliament with Mr. Robinson's success that they" expressed 
their sense of the zeal, ability and discretion" with which he effected the 
location of the two bodies of Emigrants in 1823 and 1825,* the former 
having been directed towards the Bathurst, and the latter to the Newcastle 
District. But we are not without other witnesses to the truth of this 
statement. About the year 1830, Mr. John Richards was sent out by the 
British Government as a commissioner "to enquire into the circumstances 
of the Emigrants who went out in 1823 and 1825," and in a letter to Sir 
Robert Wilmot Horton, Bart., dated London, March 1st, 1831, among 
other things he states: "I was two 01' three days at Peterborough, during 
which time, perhaps, thirty or forty settlers, and some with their families, 
came in to see Mr. Robinson, and the manner in which they met him was 
quite affecting; it was m6re to biesil him as a benefactor than to receive 
him as a visitor."t 

The statement thus made was confirmed by Captain Rubidge, R. N., 
in evidence offered in 1838, in reply to questions propounded by Sir It. 
W. Horton. Such testimony, from such a source, must have been highly 
gratifying to Mr. Robinson, to his brother Sir John B. Robinson, late 
Chief Justice of Upper Canada, as well as to his numerous friends both 
in England and Canada. 

• Sir R. 'V. Horton's" Ireland and Canad •• " London, 1839. Page 36. 
t SII' R. 'V. Horton's" Ireland and Canado," page ~2. 

3* 
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The difficulties of the iUl'.nigrants wheu once located on their lands were 
common to those of other settlers in the bush, and these will be referred 
to hereafter in the proper place. But there are doubtless many other in­
cidents and reminiscences specially relating to the immigration, which, at 
this remote period of writing, and in the absence of personal knowledge 
on the part of the writer, or of documentary evidence set down by others 
at the time, cannot now be recalled. 

It was remarked by Capt. Rubidge in 1847, in his evidence already 
referred to, and the statement is fully borne out by subsequent observa­
tion, that the immigrants improved most rapidly, and were more prosper­
ous in townships in which they were intermingled with English and Scotch 
settlers, (as in Otonabee for instance) than in others almost exclusively 
occupied by themselves.* 

Whatever opinions may now be entertained as to the relative advan­
tages, ultimately, to a section of country settled by immigrants to whom 
free grants of land are necessarily accorded, compared with other portions 
where a certain amount of capital is possessed, and the lands are purchased 
by the intending settler, there can be no doubt but that the immigration 
of 1825 to the Newcastle District, gave a great impetus to the settlement 
of this county, and laid the foundation of that material progress and 
prosperity of which we are now so justly proud. In confirmation of this 
statement, if such be nec~ssary, we refer again to the evidence of Capt. 
Rubidge before the Committee of' the British Parliament. In reply to 
the question, " In what way did the Emigration of 1825, under the super­
intendence of the Hon. Peter Robinson, affect 'your township, (Otonabee) 
as well as others on the North side of Rice Lake ?"-Capt. Rubidge re­
plied ;-

" We all felt highly indebted to the British Government, who, by plant­
ing these Emigrants amongst us, encouraged us to cast aside our despon­
dency, and ensured to us brighter prospects. Upwards of 2000 souls 
were added to our population; an excellent Mill was built at the expense 
of the Government, since bought by private individuals; leading roads 
were cut out in all directions and a steamboat in operation. Where at 
that time one old house stood, the Town of Peterborough grew up as if 
by magic, and it now (1838) contains two churches, two meeting houses, 
probably 150 houses, and 900 inhabitants. Speculators flocked to the 

* Minutes of Evidence before lhe Select Committee, &0.,1847. Ques. 2680. 
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neighboring townships in all directions, mills were built-stores opened­
and life, bustle and civilization went on with spirit. Had it not been for 
this fortuitous accession of population we must have dragged on a lethargic 
existence with doubtful prospects of improvement."* 

CHAPTER III. 

THE TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH. 

A reserve was made in the survey of the township of North Monaghan 
in 1818, for the site of the future town of Peterborough; but it was not 
until 1825 that the Town plot was laid out by actual survey, by Richard 
Birdsall, Esq., Surveyor, under the direction of the Hon. Zaccheus Burn­
ham, to whom this task, together with the survey of some of the neigh­
boring townships had been assigned. At that time, the future importance 
of the place was no doubt dimly foreshadowed in the minds of a few far­
seeing men; but the prospect of a town ever being built, or indeed any­
thing more than a mill, and perhaps a store, in what seemed so remote a 
situation, was regarded as incredible, and was scarcely seriously enter­
tained among the settlers in the adjoining wilderness. 

In the Spring of 1825, the site of the Town was still in a state of 
nature. The ground west of the creek was densely wooded with a heavy 
growth of pine, interspersed with beech and maple; while between that 
stream and the Otonabee river, the character of the soil was that known 
as "plains," and the trees were of stunted oak and scrubby pine, inter­
spersed with smaller brush-wood and occasional grassy spots, some of 
which bore traces of the Indian's camp or the hunter's' solitary fire. 

As seen now, the site of the town is generally level, with occasional un­
dulations. Such could hardly be said of it at the time of which we write. 
There were then elevations and depressions more or less strongly marked, 
which the tastes or the necessities of an active and progressive settlement 
have filled up or laid low. The swampy margins of the creek before re­
ferred to, have been filled up, and that useful stream restrained in great 
part within its proper channel. The lot forming tbe south"east corner of 

• ~ir R. W. Horton's "Ireland and Canada," I,undoll, 1839. Page 41. 
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George and Hunter streets was low and wet, and here, at certain seasons, 
water collected, forming a stagnant pool. Over most of the ground east 
of the creek huckleberries flourished, and grew with espe,cialluxuriance 
amid the stunted trees and shrubbery which covered the beautiful hill 
now adorned by the county buildings. The wild flowers peculiar to a 
plainy soil were not wanting here, and lent their gorgeous hues t.o decorate 
the scene; but fruit and flower were spcedily crushed out by the iron heel 
of Civilization, which, while it marred the wild richness of nature, fur­
nished a new mart for the products of industry and a new emporium for 
the wealth and enterprise of man. 

During the four or five years preceding 1825, the little mill erected by 
Mr. Adam Scott on the bank of the Otonabee, (corner of King and Water 
streets,) had been in operation. It was a frame structure of about 18 by 
24 feet, and shook under the vibration of the machinery. Within this 
small space was fitted up a run of very common mill stones, and a single 
upright saw. Without wishing to disparage the enterprise which estab­
lished this poor apology for a mill, in the heart of the wilderness, it must 
still be confessed, that neither in gristing nor sawing, was it adequate to 
supply even the limited requirements of the few early settlers of that 
period. In addition to this defective mill, an equally impotent distillery 
was carried on in a small house in the vicinity. In the absence of a 
metallic "worm" the vapor was passed through a long wooden tube, 
cooled by the application of water, and thus condensed, the aqueous spirit 
oozed from the further extremity. No means of rectification were avail­
able, and the whiskey thus produced contained the empyreumatic oil and 
other impurities, which, as well as the disagreeable flavor these occasion, 
the whiskey drinker of that day had to endure as best he could. But 
though lacking in some of the higheJ; qualities (?) which even the" tangle­
leg" whiskey of the present day possesses, it was quite adequate for the 
chief purpose intended, and would intoxicate as surely, as the most 
elaborate product of improved machinery and modern skill. 

The little mill continued to do such gristing and' sawing as it could, up 
till the year 1834, when it was improved, and a brewery and distillery 
added and carried on by Messrs. Hamilton & Fortye, until the year 1835, 
when the whole was burnt down, and the present structure erected. 
The distillery above referred to went out of existence in 1827, but 
Mr. Scott's dwelling house still remains,-now the oldest building in 
Peterborough. It is a low, square, cottage-roofed, fi'ame building, close 
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to the edge of Water Street, on the western side, and about midway be­
tween the market square and "Parnell's mill." The tight of way for the 
extension of the railway track, now in process of construction, impinges 
upon one corner of the old house, and it will doubtless soon be demolished 
to make way for this great agent of modern civilization. 

Scott's mill was for many years a land-mark to. the immigrant and the 
visitor to the new settlements; and until 1827, Peterborongh had no 
other name than "Scott's plains." Its present designation was then chosen, 
as a merited compliment to the Hon. Peter Hobinson, to whose successful 
labors in promoting immigration the country felt itself so much indebted. 

The first houses, next to those of Mr. Scott. were erected at the time 
of the immigration of 1825; and a cursory r,eference to these, we trust, 
will not prove uninteresting. We will commence with those erected by 
Mr. Robinson for the purposes of the immigration, as being among the first 
in point of time as well as of importance. 

These were all built of logs, with square gables and shingled roofs. 
Four of them stood in a row on the south eastern portion of the market 
square, fronting upon Water Street. The largest of the four, which was 
also the most northern, occupied very nearly the site of the front portion 
of the present market house. Its size was about 18 by 20 feet, while the 
others were somewhat smaller. This one was used as a residence for Dr. 
Reade, surgeon to the immigrants, and as a temporary church, in which 
mass was celebrated by the Hev. Mr. Crowley. The two central were used 
as storehouses for the provisions for the immigrants, and probably for other 
purposes. The one nearest the south was Mr. Hobinson's general office, 
where accounts were kept and business transacted by himself and his chief 
clerk, Mr. Richard Thornhill. The fifth and largest of these buildings 
was long known as the "government house," and as being the residence of 
Mr. Robinson, Col. McDonell, and Mr. John Smith, surveyor, who assisted 
in locating the immigrants, and for a brief time the resting-place of Vice­
Royalty itself; and is worthy of a fuller description. Like the others, it 
was built of logs, was forty feet long by about twenty feet wide. It stood 
on the eastern side of the lot now occupied by the Bank of Montreal, (S. 
E. corner of Simcoe and Water Streets,) about thirty feet from the former 
and forty from the latter, very near the southern end of the brick 
stable now belonging to those premises. It fronted towards the south, 
with a door near the centre of the building, partly concealed by a wooden 
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porch in front. There were two windows in the front, and three in the 
rear. The interior was divided into three rooms, of nearly equal size, by 
two partitions of logs, erected with the walls. Into the middle of these the 
front door opened, and here was the chief reception room, from which doors 
opened into the other apartments on either hand. The western rooll! was 
devoted to the purposes of the kitchen, while Mr. Robinson slept in the 
eastern apartment, which also contained sundry books, papers and maps. 
The logs, both of walls and partitions, were hewed to a level surface in the 
interior, and the interstices, both within and without, carefully secured 
with "chinks" and mortar. A considerable portion of ground, extending 
across and north of Simcoe Street, waR fenced in us a garden, while some small 
out-houses occupied a position nearer the bank of the river. Such were the 
modest structures erected by Mr. Robinson; which were very well adapted 
to the purposes intended. Should any of our fastidious readers 
profess to sneer at their homeliness, as presented in the picture we have 
drawn, we can assure them that at the time of their erection, and for at 
least several years later, they were regarded as first-class houses, and models 
of taste and perfection in the youthful town. 

The few immigrants, who, with their families, remained on "the plains" 
during the winters of 1825-6, constructed such humble dwellings as they 
could, and several of them plied such tr~des or other avocations as their 
previous habits enabled them to do. One John Boates started a rude 
tavern Qn the south side of the market square, and adjoining it on the 
east side a log house was erected, in which lived Capt. Armstrong, who 
was engaged by Mr. Robinson, along with Wesley Ritchie, in dispensing 
rations to the immigrants. A John Sullivan, long dead, got a log house 
put up on the south-west corner of George and Charlotte Streets, (south 
corner from Waddel's saddlery,) and kept tavern there. William Oakley, 
an immigrant, started a bakery. Mter the houses mentioned, the next was 
a house on the south side of King Street, where Mr. Timothy O'Connor 
lived. James Hurley built another east of O'Connor's in the winter of 
1826. 

A small store was opened by a Mr. Stewart in 1825, in a little log house, 
immediately opposite the south side of the market square, and a little 
way from the corner of Charlotte and Water Streets. Mr. Stewart's ideas 
of a small credit business were not such as usually prevail in mercantile 
life. Many of his customers were unknown to him by name, and instead 
of making the usual enquiry in such a case, he not unfrequently trusted to 
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the accidents of the future to acquire that necessary information. Such 
entries as "a bar of soap, to the woman with the red cloak;" and others 
equally indefinite, were consequently not unusunl in his day book. A 
business conducted on such principles could not long be successful; and 
his little stock was ere long mergod in a larger one brought in by George 
Grey Bethune, Esq., of Cobourg, and sold for him under the management at 
first of il'Ir. Green McDonnell, and afterwards of Mr. Thomas Valentine 
Tupper, who afterwards conducted a store for himself on Simcoe Street, 
just east of the creek. The third store was ope~ed by Mr. John Brown, 
of Port Hope, on the corner of Simcoe and Water Streets, subsequently 
occupied by Messrs. Nicholls & Hall, and now by 1\1:1'. Robert Patterson, 
as a boot and shoe store. The old frame has, however, been raised, a 
new foundation added, and its condition and appearance otherwise im­
proved. 1\Ir. Brown's store was opened in 1827, and contained a stock of 
goods which, for the locality, was very creditable. Our informants differ 
as to the value of the stock, which, for a few years, probably did not 
exceed $900 to $1000. This business was managed for Mr. Brown by 
John R. Benson, Esq., still a well-known citizen. 

Meanwhile other buildings were in process of erection. Cotter Lane, a 
shoemaker, and an immigrant, built a frame house on Charlotte Street. 
James Bailey, a North-of-Ireland-man, and not an immigrant, built a house 
on the south-west corner of George and Hunter Streets, afterwards the site 
of Fisher's hotel and now of MitG:hell's saloon. Bailey kept tavern here 
in 1826. At this early period in the history of the town, property was of 
course cheap, and real estate comparatively valueless. During the first 
year or two, Mr. Robinson had the disposal of town lots for the Govern­
ment, the upset price being $30 for a lot of half an acre. In some in­
stances, these were given away, in lieu of services rendered, and these, as 
well as some of those of which the fee-simple was purchased, exchanged hands 
for the most trifling sums. The now very valuable south-east ,corner lot of 
George and Hunter streets, (at present occupied by the store of Messrs. 
McKellar & Cameron) and which has been before spoken of as low and 
we"t, was offered to Robert Reid, Esq., of Douro, as a gift, but declined, 
from its being regarded as worthless. In 1826 it was purchased. for a 
fanning mill, by Mr. Thomas Harper, who subsequently lived on it, and 
manufactured those useful implements in the rear of the premises. 

Alexander Henry, a cooper, built a frame house on Simcoe Street, near 
George Street, in 1827, on the site where the "Farmer's Inn" was after-

4 
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wards erected and still stands. In the samc year, James T. Henthorn, 
Esquire, Justice of the Peace, bought from one Falvey, an immigrant, 
the north-east corner of George and Hunter Streets, where he built 
a small house, afterwards converted into an hotel. Henthorn's fine 
block is now too well known to need any further reference. Like many 
other improved portions of the town, it passed through successive stages, 
and the earlier wooden buildings were more than once swept away by 
destructive fires, ere the present buildings adorned the spot. In 1827, too, 
Mr. George Buck built a frame house on the south side of Oharlotte Street, 
where the English poplars till recently flourished, and nearly opposite the 
"Globe" tavern on that street. 

The first school-house, a log bnilding, with shingled, roof, was erected in 
1826-7, on the ground in the rear of the present Union School building. 
The Rev. Samuel Armonr, first Episcopal clergyman in Peterborough, 
conducted this school, in which the higher as well as the lower branches of 
education were successfully t.aught. This was the foundation of our excel­
lent grammar school, which ere long received an annual grant of $400 
from the Government towards its support. 

At a period a little later, and about thc yea~ 1828, Mr. John Orawford, 
of Port Hope, put up a little frame house, north of Louis McGregor's 
"American Hotel," on George Street, which, soon after its completion, was 
drawn down by the settler's oxen, and located on the north-east cornel' of 
George and Simcoe Streets, now occupied by Mr. Robert Walton's stove 
and saddler's shop. This valuable corner lot was already purchased 
from Richard Birdsall, Esq., by John Graves, an American, and a wheel­
wright, for $30, to be paid in waggon and cart-wheels. Graves failed to 
fulfil his share of the contract j Orawford insisted on holding possession, 
and hence arose the first law-suit of the infant settlement. 

We might mention, in connection with this part of our subject, that 
lIeveral of our now leading and wealthy cit-izeRs, commenced business, of one 
kind or another, about this time, in very humble occupations, or as assist­
ants to others in business of very limited extent. That from a small 
beginning, they have risen to wealth and position is creditable, not only to 
themselves, but to the country, which furnishes examples of such substan­
tial rewards for the industrious and the deserving. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

A GOVERNOR'S VISIT. 

In the preceding pages we have narrated events slightly in advance of 
their chronological order, so as to present in one view the gradual progress 
of the town in its first stage. The reader's mind must go back a year or 
two ere several of the last named buildings were erected, in order to 
realize the exact condition of the town at the period of the visit of His 
Excellency, Sir Peregrine Maitland, which took place in the winter of 
1826, and just one year and a few months after the arrival of the immi­
grants. 

Very few houses, (and those only of the most common description) 
besides those erected by Mr. Robinson, then existed here. The portion of 
the site of the towu then cleared, was still disfigured by stumps, occasional 
brush-heaps, &c. j and altogether the scene was far from attractive, pre~ 
senting but little accomplished in the present, and leaving a very wide 
margin for hope or despair in the undeveloped future. 

His Excellency was accompanied on this occasion by Col. Talbot, 
founder of the Talbot settlement in Western Canada j by the Honble 
John Beverly Robinson, then Attorney General, afterwards made a Baronet, 
and Chief Justice of Upper Canada at the time of his decease. ( Sir John 
was a brother of the Hon. Peter Robinson.) George G. Bethune, Esq., 
and the Hon. Zaccheus Burnham accompanied the party. The journey 
from Cobourg was made in sleighs and across Rice Lake, in the early part 
of the winter season. Passing up through Otonabee, they stayed at 
the house of Captain Rubidge, R. N., for dinner, and on their 
arrival here they were met by Mr. Robinson, Colonel McDon­
ell, and the chief settlers adjoining the place, and entertained 
in the best manner circumstances would permit, in the log building 
already referred to, where their entertainers resided. The Governor and 
his friends remained a few days, during which they were waited on by 
Captain Rubidge, Robert Reid, Esq., the Hon. T. A. Stewart, M.L.C., and 
the few "ther gentlemen in the neighborhood. The central room of the 
government house already described, was used as a reception room, in 
which a sort of rude levee was held. His Excellency was seated at thc 
further end, -and the settlers, who attended in considerable numbers, were 
presented to him, and then retired by another outlet. The occasion of 
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this visit was seized to prcsent to thc rcpresentativc of Royalty sundry 
loyal and patriotic addresses. In one of these fi'o~ the "Magistrates, 
Clergy and other inhabitants of the county of Northumberland," the high 
sense of thc honor conferred on the Newcastle District and the interest 
shewn by His Excellency in the prosperity of the Province, in tIllS visit, 
was acknowledged in suitable terms. Testimony was also borne to the 
good conduct of the immigrants during their residence at Cobourg, which 
was said to " warrant the expectation of their becoming a valuable acquisi­
tion to the Province. *" This was the substance of their Address. 

A deputation from "the colony" in Smith, as the settlement there was 
called, was also appointed to wait upon the Governor, and Mr.Walton Wilson, 
one of the early settlers, undertook to present a verbal address, the general 
terms of which had been previously agreed on. The spokesman had pro­
ceeded but a little way, when his utterance became confused, and he broke 
down ingloriously. Turning round to Mr. Jacob Bromwell, another set­
tler, who was one of the deputation, he said: 

"Speak it you sir." 
Mr. Bromwell continued the address to His Excellency, in which the 

difficulties and occasional distress of the settlers were plainly pourtrayed, 
and the absence of milling facilities especially deplored. Wilson had told 
the Governor "We hae a mill, and we hae nee mill," but Bromwell, as a 
practical illustration of the necessity for better accommodation in this 
respect, added: "Save in your presence, Sir, I have to get up at night to 
chew corn for the children"; a statement, which, no doubt was literally 
true. His Excellency returned a gracious reply, in which he promised 
them assistance; a pledge which, ere long, he fully redeemed, to the great 
joy of the settlement. 

A written address was presented on behalf of the Irish immigrants by 
Patrick Barragan, a school teacher, by whom it was read. As it is the 
only address from the neighborhood which has been preserved, the former 
one being entirely verbal, and is moreover highly characteristic of thc 
people from whom it emanated, we cannot refrain from presenting it 
entire: 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR PEREGRINE lIfAITLAND, &0., &c., 

" We, the Irish Emigrants recently brought out by Colonel Robinson 
to this country, feel grateful to our ~racious good King, and to His Ma-

,0; Appt"llllix to Report of ~elt'C't Committee of 18':!6, Page 298. 
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jesty's worthy, good and humane government, for all they have, and we 
hope yet intend, to do for us." 

"We also are well pleased, and entertain the best wishes for our Worthy 
Chief, Mr. Robinson, for all he has done for us; and we are fully sensible 
that his fine and humane feelings will not permit him to leave anything 
undone that may forward our welfare." 

"Please Your Excellency, we are totally at a loss for words adequate to 
express the thanks and gratitude we owe Doctor Reade, for his active, 
skillful and unremitting care, &c., of us. We are likewise thankful to, 
and well pleased with, the officers placed over us." 

" Please Your Excellency, we agree very well, and are pleased with the 
proceedings of the old settlers amongst us, as it is in the interest of us all 
to do the same. And should an enemy have the presumption ever to in­
vade this portion of His Majesty's dominions, your Excellency will find 
that we, when called upon to face and expel the common foe, will to a man 
follow our brave commanders; not an Irish soul shall stay behind; and if 
we have no better weapons in our hands, mow them down with our Irish 
shillelahs. " 

"Please your Excellency, we labor under a heavy grievance, which we 
confidently hope your Excellency will redress, and then we will be com­
pletely happy, viz :-the want of clergymen, to administer to us the com­
forts of our Holy Religion, and good school-masters to instruct our 
children." 

" We now beg leave to retire, wishing your Excellency long life, good 
health, and every success."* 

"GOD SAVE THE KING." 

The Governor's reply does not appear among the official records, and at 
this remote period, it would be useless to attempt to gather up its precise 
terms from the memories of the survivors to whom it was addressed. It • was, no doubt, as in the other cases, gracious and encouraging. 

During the brief stay' of Governor Maitland on "the plains," he and a 
number of the gentlemen who accompanied him, drove out to see the 
settlement in Ennismore. The Hon. Peter Robinson and Col. McDonell 
acted as their guides on this occasion. Mud Lake was crossed on the ice; 
and the party put up at the shanty of Mr. Eugene McCarthy, father of 

.. Appendix to Report of Select CommIttee of Brit. l'al'.-1826" page 299. 
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Jeremiah McCarthy, Esq., Reeve of Ennismore, where they partook of 
such refreshments as their entertainers could procure. 

During the same season, other addresses, numerouslysigRed, from the 
various townships in which the immigrants were settled, and breathing a 
similar spirit of gratitude, loyalty and devotion, were forwarded to the 
Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, Colonial Secretary, to whom they were ad­
dressed. 

The infant settlements around Peterborough were greatly cheered and 
encouraged by this visit of the Governor General, proving as it did, the 
paternal care of the government, and the interest felt in the success and 
well-being of these hardy bettlers. Not only was the moral effect beneficial, 
in increased confidence and hope, but its practical and material results 
were of the most gratifying character, as the sequel will show. 

It was soon after, that at a meeting of a few gentlemen residing in the 
vicinity, the name of " Peterborough" was selected for the future town, 
in compliment to the Hon. Peter Robinson, to whose exertions in promo­
ting the settlement of the neighboring townships they felt so much indebted. 
The selection was at once ratified by general consent, and tc Scott's plains" 
ere long ceased to be associated with the prosperous town. Before the 
opening of the next season, (the spring of 1826) it was announced that 
the government had undertaken the cost of the erection of a mill" within 
the limits of the town, and tenders were asked for this work as well as for 
the construction of the necessary mill dam. Mr. Thomas Harper was 
among those who tendered on this occasion, but the contract was awarded 
to Mr. Horace Perry, and the work immediately commenced. The site 
chosen was the site of the mill recently burned, on the property of Samuel 
Dickson, Esq., and the building of late years known as Dicklion's mill the 
one then erected, with additions and improvements. The dam was built 
in the Autumn of 1826, and the saw and grist mill in the Spring follow­
ing. 

To erect so large a frame as that of the grist mill, was at that time, a 
matter of much difficulty. The settlers within an area of twenty miles 
were called upon to lend their aid, and several of them gave a week's hard 
labor gratuitously, to assist in furthering so desirable a work. The saw­
mill, adjoining the larger structure, was first put in operation, in order to 
supply the necessary lumber, and was also a great boon to the new settle­
ments. 

The grist mill, which 'contained two run of stones, was completed in 
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1827, and was immediately offered for sale by the government and pur­
chased by John Hall, Esq., (now of Buckhorn) and Mr. Moore Lee, who 
continued to run it in partnership for several years. 

While this great work was in progress, a bridge was built across the 
Otonabee chiefly by government aid, which was completed about the same 
time as the mill, and by the same contractor, Mr. Horace Perry, 
A plan of this bridge may still be seen in the Town Clerk's office. 
It was supported by three pier~ triangular in shape, with the apex 
pointing up the stream, and occupied very nearly the site of the present 
structure. After the destruction of this bridge, the Otonabee was crossed at 
this point by means of a large scow, sustained in the current by a long rope 
or cable, to one end of which it was attached, while the other was secured 
to a point on the bank at some distance above. By a proper application of 
the helm, the current was made to transport the scow from one bank to the 
other, a reversal of its position after' each crossing, being all that was 
required. A second bridge was soon after built chiefly by public subscrip­
tion. 

At this period, and before the erection of a dam at the locks below the 
Little Lake, the river was shallow, and easily fordable during the summer 
season, by persons on foot, opposite the old steamboat landing, contiguous 
to the old steam mill of Messrs. Shaw & Fortune before referred to. 

From the date of the erection of the mill, the prosperity of the town 
and the success of the adjoining settlement were fully assured. "The 
plains" were rapidly converted into a busy and prosperous village, while 
the enlarged clearings, and the rapidly increasing produce of the harvest, 
raised the new settlers from the struggles of a precarious existence to one 
of comparative aftluence. 

CHAPTER V. 

During the winter of 1827-8, a surplus of wheat was grown; about five 
thousand bushels of which were sold to the store-keepers in Peterborough. * 
During the summer of 1827 as many as twenty new frame houses were 
erected, a tannery, a distillery, and other useful branches of business were 
in operation or projected, and indications of progress and prosperity 
appeared on every hand. t 

.. Capt. Rubidge's Letter to Capt. Hall, "Travels III N. America," 1829. Page 337. 
tIbld. 



24 

Doctor Reade having fulfillcd his engagcment in reference to the immi­
~rants, withdrew after their location on their lands. Dr. Dowsley soon 
after located himself here, and was followed by Dr. Roddy, but he was ere 
long superseded by Dr. Hutchison, who had been for some time practising 
in Cavan, and was induced to settle in Peterborough about the year 1830. 
He was a man of much ability, and deservedly esteemed. Dr. Taylor 
came in at a later period, and was for sometime associated with Dr. 
Hutchison in a co-partnership. By this time the little log store kept by 
Mr. James Gray Bethune, south of the market square, had been superseded 
by the frame building, known as "the red store," erected on the corner of 
Charlotte and Water streets, where it still stands, and forms the end of a 
long row of wooden houses, the property of Edmund Chamberlin, Esq.; 
but it is now no longer "red" Peterborough was then supplied by a weekly 
mail, and the post office was kept in this building, in connection with Mr. 
Bethune's store, the whole being managed, as formerly stated, by Mr. 
Thomas Valentine Tupper. Mr. James B. Ferguson, (lHother of Frede­
rick Ferguson, Esq.,) was subsequently appointed postmaster, and the 
office was kept by him in a small square frame building with a cottage 
roof, just south of the red store, to which it was attached, and may be 
recognized as forming an addition to the rear of the corner building. Its 
size is about 10 by 16 feet, and the door and one small window still look 
towards the river, as in former days. It may not be out of place to add 
that this part of 'Vater street then contained the residences of the principal 
persons in Peterborough, and was for many years after, the leading thorough­
fare. Dr. Hutchison lived in the cottage built by Adam Scott, before re­
ferred to, as now the oldest house in Peterborough. Another medical gen­
tleman at a later date, lived in the larger frame house with wings at either 
end, just north of the cottage, and the large frame house on the river bank 
opposite, was occupied more recently by a respected member of the legal 
profession,-so that although this portion of the town is now dilapidated 
and its glory quite departed, yet old associations and memories hallowed 
by time, cluster round it, which we would fain reSCue from oblivion. 

The post office was subsequently transfened to the old government house 
before referred to, where it was kept for several years by Ephraim San­
ford, Esq., who unhappily ended his days in 1843 by suicide, at the 
American hotel, where he was a lodger. Our present Postmaster, S. J. 
Carver, Esq., succeeded to the office. At some time later and-down to the 
year 1856, the post office was kept in a small frame building little larger 
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Carver, Esq., succeeded to the office. At some later time and down to the 
year 1856 the post office was kept in a small frame building little larger 
than a shanty on the east side of Queen street, which still exists, unused 
and tenantless. After two further removals, one of whieh was oecasioned 
by the destructive fire of 1861, it was removed to the building it now 
occupies on Water street. 

In 1831, under the administration of Sir John Oolborne, Oaptain 
Rubidge, R. N., was appointed Immigration Agent at Peterborough, and 
located a number of immigrants sent out from various parts of the United 
Kingdom. Most of these were located in Dummer, and will be referred 
to in our future narrative of the settlement of that township. A good 
many were also employed in various capacities by the older residents, or 
located on vacant lots in the former settlements. 

In 1832 the cholera appeared on this continent, and penetrated as far 
even as Peterborough, where the prospect of its approach created a good 
deal of alarm. There can be no doubt but that, as in all visitations of 
this kind, many died from fear and alarlIl at the approach of the disease. 
One prominent example of this kind is still remembered in the person of 
Mr. Silas Pearson, a strong robust farmer, residing on the shore of Mud 
Lake, about ten miles from Peterborough. At the first mention of the 
disease he took to bed in a state of mortal fear, and when the cholera did 
arrive was one of the first victims. '1'he population of Peterborough at 
that time was under five hundred, and yet twenty-three deaths occurred 
from this disease. * The township of Douro happily escaped without a 
single death, while in that of Dummer, lying beyond it and further in the 
interior, eleven persons died from this fatal epidemic.-;- A few deaths also 
occurred in Otonabee, and the other townships adjoining Peterborough. 

During the following year, (1833) the first member of the legal pro­
fession found his way to Peterborough. This was Elias BUl'llham, Esq., who 
has held a conspicuous place, from time to time, not only at the bar, but 
in the management of the political, educational and municipal affairs of 
the town and county. His extensive block fronting on the market 
square, and other properties, entitle him to.rank among our most wealthy, 
as he has long done, among our leading citizens. 

The second legal gentleman resident in Peterborough was J. 
Shuter Smith, Esq., now M. P. P. for East Durham, and long a resident 

" Col. Strickland's "Twenty-seven years in Canada 'Vest." Vol. II, page 201. 
t Ibid. Page 202. 
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of Port Hope. His stay was scarcely protracted beyond a year. fltafford 
Kirkpatrick, Esq., became a resident of Peterborough in 1834, and since 
then we have had a long list of members of the bar, some of whom have 
held, or still hold, distinguished positions among the legal fraternity. 

About this period, the religious element comes into prominence. Be­
sides the Episcopal and Roman Catholic churches, the pastors of which 
had arrived at a previous date, clergymen of several other denominations 
appeared in Peterborough, and formed the nucleus of churches and socie­
tieR which have since largely increased, and now represent important 
interests in thc community. It has been thought best to devote a special 
chapter to the churches of Peterborough, and for convenience sake, this 
has been deferred to a future page. 

We gladly insert in this place, the following communication, containing 
reminiscences and personal experiences of the writer, well worthy of 
insertion in a work like this:-

Peterborough, October 29th, 1866. 
"Although to look back to the time of my settlement in Peterborough, 

it seems but as yesterday, yet thirty-three long years have elapsed since 
then. What a long period to look back upon, and to count the various 
events and changes which have taken place within it!" 

"Well do I remember the evening that I first landed in Peterborough. 
It was late in November, in the year 1833; but it was indeed a lovely 
day, and the night was equally so: calm and still, and beautifully moon­
light. I remember standing that evening on the YCl'Y ground where now 
stands the Commercial Bank building, (north-east corner of Water and 
Hunter streets.) It was then in a state of nature, as was all that part of 
the town lying east of 'Vater street, north of Hunter street, south of 
Aylmer street, and south of King street, with the exception of here and 
there, perhaps, some small house or 8~anty, few and far between. And 
within the limits indicated, the buildings were also few and insignificant. 
At that time, property was worth very little. A park lot was not worth 
much over £15, unless in a vel'Y few exceptional instances. On the west 
side of George street, and between Simcoe and Hunter Streets, there were, 
if I recollect right, only two decent houses; one on the south, where Mr. 
Sanford kept a :store, and one on the north, where Mr. Bailey kept a 
tavern. All that ground on which Mrs. Dixon's block of three-story-brick 
Imildings now stands, with the exception of the small part occupied by the 
store and a small dwelling house adjoining, was theu used for a garden. 
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And the same may be said of the remainder of the land up to Hunter 
street. On the east side of the street the buildings were about the Sltmc. 
And this was, at that time, about the best part of the town. The hotel, 
par excellence, was then kept near the bridge, by a man of the name of 
McFadden. Very few people who were in Peterborough when I first 
settled in it are here now. They have nearly all gone to 'that bourne 
from whence no traveller returns.' " 

" The country parts were quite in keeping with the town. Scarcely 
any roads, few settlers, and mostly a wilderness. Provisions were i~ported 
instead of being exported; and a journey then from the front, with a loaded 
team, occupied the best part of two days. People at this time can scarcely 
realize the difficulties, the trials and hardships of those early settlers; and 
when I look back to them, and to the many long, wearisome journeys 
which I have been compelled to make to and from the front,-through 
paths only cut out through the woods,-through mud and mire,-over long 
swamp roads, badly provided with logs, which were often floating in the 
deep water, and across which I and my horse passed with danger and 
difficulty, my journey oftentimes extending' far into the dark night,--it 
seems now a wonder, how I ever performed them, and how I ever lived 
through them. Truly, indeed, the progress both of town and country 
since that day is almost incredible." 

" I often think of those early times, and yet, with all their hardships, 
I sometimes think they were pleasanter than the times are now. But I 
suppose this was a good deal owing to circumstances. There were no 
politics here dUl'ing those days. Every body was sociable and friendly. 
People were too glad to see one another to quarrel over matters of mere 
oplUlOn. I often wished, as I was toiling along to and from the front, over 
the bad roads, that the time would come when I would have a good turn­
pike road to travel upon, and I thought, if I only had that, I would be 
satisfied. I got that, then a gooa macadamized road; and last, but not 
least, a railroad. Now, instead of taking from early in the morning till 
late at night to go to the front, weary and hungry, and often wet and 
cold, I can go in a comfortable railway car in a couple of hours. Truly, I 
have witnessed great changes in both town and country since I came to 
live in Peterborough." B. 

About the year 1832-3, a couple of small steamers, the Pemedash and the 
J.Vorthttmbe1'land were placed on Rice Lake, and thenceforward for many 
years these or other steamboats continued to ply daily between Rice Lake 

5* 
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aud Peterborough. About that year the great project was conceived of' 
renderinO' naviO'able the chain of waters from the Bay of Quinte to Lake 

b b 

Simcoe; and in :November, 1833, N. H. Baird, Esq., civil engineer, to 
whom had been entrusted the survey and estimates for such a work, 
reported in reference to that portion between the Bay of Quintc and Rice 
Lake. We need not quote these estimates, as they arc to be found in the 
Appendices to the journals of the House of that period, and arc easy of 
reference. Suffice it to say, that the total estimated cost of this portion 
was, £233,447 6s. lld. In December, 1835, Mr. Baird reported in 
reference to rendering navigable the rivers and lakes through which the 
( ltonabee flows, so as to afford continuous water communication between 
Rice Lake and Lake Simcoe. The total cost of which was estimated at 
£262,067 16s. 4d., and for the entire distance, of 165 miles, between 
the Bay of Quinte and Lake Simcoe, including lockage, £495,515. 

A committee of the Legislature recommended the construction of the 
upper section to be proceeded with, and important works were undertaken 
and completed at several points. Below Rice Lake, £90,000 were ex­
l)ended. The 10ckS'at Whitlaw's rapids, just below Peterborough, were 
completed, and considerable sums expended in improving the navigation of 
the river between Rice Lake and that place. The locks at Bobcaygeon 
were undertaken as early as 1833-4, by Messrs. Pearse, Dumble and 
Hoar, contractors, for £1600 currency,* but owing to the unsettled state 
of the country, ending in the outbreak of 1837, and the union of the two 
Provinces which followed, the attention of the Government was withdrawn 
from this work, and the intermediate links of the connection have never 
been even commenced. The following gentlemen at the time acted liS 

"Commissioners for superintending the improvement of the navigation of 
the Newcastle District," viz. :-J. G. Bethune, Robert Brown, John Hall, 
Thomas Need, and A. McDonell, Esquires. 

As an illustration of the homely fare and simple habits of some of our 
people, even during the second ten years of settlement, and in contrast 
with the luxlU"Y and ample store of' the present time, it may be mentioned, 
that dlU"ing Mr. Baird's survey of our inland waters in 1833, he and his 
party called at a farm house neat Rice Lake for dinner. A large pot of 
potatoes was boiled and emptied on the table, and a handful of salt 
added in close proximity. At the conclusion of'the meal, the chief of the 
party called for the bill, and was informed by the host that the charge was 

.. Appendix to Journals of the lIou-=e: 1833-4. 
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"sevenpence ha'penny for the officers and saxpence for the mcn." The 
bill was paid and the party retired, greatly amused at the discriminating 
value which was placed upon their humble fare. 

In 1834, Sir John Colborne, Governor of Upper Canada, visited Peter­
borough, and after a brief stay, was accompanied through Otonabee, on 
his return, by a mounted escort, to Major Charles Anderson's, from 
which place he crossed Rice Lake in one of the steamers then navigating 
those waters. 

CHAPTER VI. 

THE PETERBOROUGH MILITIA IN 1837-8. 

As the time approached when the refusal of the demands of the Upper 
Canadian Legislature for Administrative reform, were about to produce 
armed resistance to the Government, the country was flooded, first with 
petitions for signature demanding redress, and then with patriotic appeals 
inciting the people to assert their just rights, and force from an unwilling 
Government the concessions so urgently needed, and since that day so 
completely granted. The occasion of township meetings and other gather­
ings, were very generally turned to account for the distribution and dis­
cussion of these documents, and even our own inland and then comparatively 
remote settlements, were not forgotten by the emissaries or friends of the 
agitators. But in the County of Peterborough, there were few who, 
openly sided with the movement, and when the moment of danger arrived, 
the population, with rare unanimity, rushed to arms in the defence of the 
Government. 

During the winter of 1836, several of our people took part in an adven­
ture which is worth narrating. Mr. William Lyon McKenzie had called 
a meeting of his friends and sympathisers, in the court house, at 
Cobourg, or Amherst, as it was then called, which, on learning its obje<lt, 
the loyalists in the surrounding country, determined to frustrate. To avoid 
exciting suspicion of their design, a grand ball was convened at the gov­
ernment house, Peterborough, which was largely attended, and as the 
night began to wane, the leaders announced their wishes and intentions, 
and with sleighs in readiness, they started for the front. In Monaghan 
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and Cavan they were joined by reinforcements, and at Bloomfield, George 
Elliott, Esq., a Major in the militia, and afterwards M. P. P. for the county 
of Durham joined them on horseback, and was recognized as their leader. 
On approaching the court house at Amherst, they found that their friends 
in the vicinity had secured possession of the building, locked the doors, 
and were signalling them with handkerchiefs from thc windows. A large 
crowd, among whom was McKenzie, was without, threatening violence if 
longer refused admittance. Major Elliott, on horseback, closely followed 
by a long line of sleighs, in compact order, dashed up between the crowd 
and the court house steps, interposing a wall which, to attempt to force, 
was seen to be useless. An attempt was then made by the agitators to 
hold an open air meeting, but it was subjected to constant interruptions. 
Among more discordant sounds, a bugl~ was mounted on a wood-pile, and 
ordered to play "the rogue's march," and other tunes supposed to be appro­
priate to the occasion. 1\11'. Mackenzie at one time was threatened with 
violence, and found it necessary not only to abandon the meeting, but to 
secrete himself until he could accomplish a safe retreat from the village. 

During the first days of December, 1837, the proclamation of His 
Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head, calling out the militia of the Province 
to assist in suppressing the rebellion which had just broken out, was pro­
mulgated in Peterborough, and within less than 24 hours, nearly two 
hundred volunteers, armed and equipped as best they could, started for 
the frontier, under command of Colonel McDonell, accompanied by 
Captain Cowall. Along the route of' their march to the front, they 
were joined by other companies under their local officers, and when 
they arrived at Port Hope, they found several other bands of loyalists there, 
which swelled the numbers of the little army to about one thousand strong. 

The loyalty and devotion thus shewn by all classes, in every part of the, 
country, was a tribute unmerited by the Government of that day, but was 
not the less honorable and praiseworthy on thc part of those who offered 
it. Many of these noble volunteers left their homes and families at a 
moment's notice, and under the most trying circumstances. At that season 
of the year preparations for the coming winter were far from completed. 
Few had yet provided their winter's wood, and many left their families 
with but a scanty store of provisions; so that, had their absence been 
protracted, as seemed in every way probable, many of their loved ones must 
have suffered severely from cold ""and hunger. The trials of the hour were 
increased by the arbitrary measures and unnecessary severity exercised by 
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some of those who thus found themselves "clothed with a little brief 
authority." Men who happened to be at a little distance from their homes 
were refused permission to v~sit their families to effect a change of clothing, 
or make even the most temporary arrangement of their affairs. If they 
demurred, they were threatened with imprisonment or confiscation of their 
properties. Such were the circumstanccs under which many of our brave 
people turned out in 1837, abandoning their homes and their families, in 
the depth of winter, to fight, perhaps to dic, for the country they had 
adopted as their home! What must havc been their feelings as they 
trudged along the weary way to meet the foe, as they thought of their 
own poor cquipment, the dangers which awaited them, and the trying cir­
cumstances in which their families might be placed before they could 
return,-if ever they did return! 

Men who could make such sacrifices are deserving of double honor j 

and though their campaign was a bloodless one, they have, by their acts, 
acllieved a fame of which the people of any country might be proud, and 
which posterity will not forget. 

On the organization of the militia of the county, which took place some 
time before the breaking out of the rebellion, about 250 stand of muskets, 
with flint locks, and the usual bayonets, had been sent to Peterborough. 
These were served out to the volunteers, but the greater portion were 
armed with their own guns or rifles. Prepared ammunition was not to be 
had, and considerable ingenuity was shewn by several of the militia in 
making cartridges j while most had to supply themselves with balls or large 
sized shot before leaving home. One of the new muskets was carried on 
the march for a day or two before it was discovered to have no touch-hole 
and was consequently useless for present purposes. 

Arrived at Port Hope, the steamer Traveller was anxiously looked for 
as affording the most speedy and convenient means of reaching Toronto, 
but she passed by on her downward trip without entering the port, although 
guns were fired and other signals made to attract attention. Just before 
setting out from Port Hope, on foot, for the capital, a despatch was re­
ceived, intimating that as the rebels were dispersed, the services of the 
militia were unneeded, and permitting them to return to their homes. A 
detachment was, however, sent into the county of Victoria, to scour the 
townships in the neighborhood of Lindsay, under the impression that the 
rebel chiefs might possibly attempt to escape through the country in that 
direction. I Some ludicrous scenes took place among these impromptu 
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altogether arbitrary and unwarranted. An old man procecding through 
Smith with a few bundles of hay as provender for his stock, was detained 
on the road at the suggestion of one of the company, humorously offered, 
that his load might possibly conceal a rebel. The team and vehicle werc 
surrounded by a guard, bayonets thrust herc and there into the load, and 
only after a most careful rcconnoiRancc, he was allowed to pass on his way, 
wondering much no doubt at the adventure which had befallen him. 

Within a fortnight after these events, and in conseqcnce of the occupa­
tion of Navy Island by insurgents and American sympathizers, orders 
were received for the dispatch of a battalion from the Newcastle District, 
to proceed westward on active servicc.* Thc militia of the various town­
ships of this county, under command of Col. Brown, at once mustered in 
strong force, and marched without delay to Toronto. This battalion was 
chiefly composed of the militia of the townships of Otonabee, Douro, 
Dummer and Asphodel, and marched into Peterborough, under the officers 
of their several companies, to the number of' 800 strong.t After billet­
ing round for a night, as best they could, they were drawn up next morn­
ing in front of Col. Brown's quarters in Ashburnham, and a selection 
made of 350t of thc most active, to the greater number of whom llluskets, 
haversacks and cartouch boxcs were served out, and then, vacant offices of 
companies having been filled up, by persons named by Col. Brown, they 
commenced their march for the frontier. The remainder of the battalion 
was left behind as a reserve under command of Col. Crawford. I I 

The men under Col. Brown proceeded 17 miles the first day and halted 
for the night at Mr. Joseph Graham's tavern in Cavull. The second day's 
march brought them to Mr. Bletcher's tavern, three. miles in the real' of 
Port Hope, and on the third day, notwithstanding some delay for the pur­
chase of necessary articles in Port Hope, they found themselves 16 miles be­
yond that place on the Toronto road. Here the magistrates gave in charge 
a prisoner-an American-charged with using seditious language, who 
next day jumped from the sleigh in which he rode, ran into the woods, 
and attempted to conceal himself beneath a log, but was l'e-captured and 
with several other prisoners subsequently taken, was conveyed to TOl:onto . 

.. Col. Strickland's ': Twenty seven years in Canada."-Page 264. 
t Letter from Col. Brown to the author, JuJ)'.-1866. 
t Ibid. 
\I Ibid. 
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At Highland Creek there were strong rumors of rebels in the vicinity, 
in consequence of which they were kept out in scouting parties during 
the greater portion of the night. The roads were in a very unfavorable 
condition; and not till late in the evening of the fifth day did they reach 
Toronto. Here they Were at once billeted in comfortable quarters, and 
after a day's rest, pa~sed a most favorable in spectioB , and were warmly 
complimented for their gallantry and patriotism by Sir Francis Bond 
Head. 

Soon after, a new battalion, known as the" Queen's Own," was formed 
from the several battalions then in Toronto, and was officered by men 
chosen from the officers of these battalions. Adjutant Bentley was at its 
head. Col. Kingsmill was next in authority, and Col. Brown became 
Major of the new Battalion. The supernumerary men were permitted to 
return to their homes, and those selected to join the Queen's Own, re­
mained on frontier duty until the May following, when they were dis­
charged, and the battalion disbanded. Col. Brown, who took so promi­
nent a part in the militia movements at this time, was It gentleman who 
after a period of service in the 21st Royal Scotch Fusileers came to reside 
in the vicinity of' Peterborough, as an agriculturalist, in the year 1830, 
and was appointed by Sir John Colborne to the rank of' Lieut. Colonel of 
the battalion known as the 4th N.orthumberland Fusileers, which he had 
assisted to organize, and which was mainly composed_of men /rom the 
townships already mentioned. 

We had hoped to be able to insert in this brief' record of that period, 
the names of those brave men ill this county, who at the ,call of the 
authorities, abandoned their homes and their families, in the depth of' 
winter, to assist in maintaining the authority of Government, und putting 
down armed bands of' insurgents, bt\t in the absence of' official muster­
rolls, were we to trust to the mere memories of individuals, many worthy 
names might possibly be overlooked, and, through fear of injustice being 
done by inserting a partial and incomplete list, we have been reluctantly 
obliged to forego the pleasure of inserting any, except those residing in 
Dummer, which will be mentioned in conneetion with that township. But 
if the names of more of these men do not appear, not the less will be 
remembered the proud- record of the PETERBOROUGH MILITIA of 1837 
and 1838, which will be handed down in the records of' the eountry, as It 

brilliant chapter in the history of the past and a bright example worthy of 
imitation in the future. 

6 
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In consequence of the expedition direetecl again<,t Prescott in the 
autumn of 1838, which terminated with the battle of the Windmill, and 
threatened attacks upon other points of the frontier, permission was sought 
and obtained to organize a force in this eonnty, which was known as the 
7th Provisional Battalion of Peterborough. This foree, eomposed of 
volunteers from the militia of the county, was brought together in Novem-
1)er, 1838, :md continued in Peterborough undergoing drill, and the other 
duties of active service during the Rix months terminating in May, 1839, 
when they were discharged and returned to their homes. The 7th Provi­
sional Battalion of Peterborough consisted of six companies of fifty men 
each, and was under the command of Col. Alexander :l\1cDonell, but the 
actual duties of command were in great part performed by Major Cowall. 
The following is it list of the promotions and appointments to office in this 
Battalion, with the date of rank of the several officers. The official 
announcement is copied from the "Eu(·kwooJsmu'Jl, and Peterborough 
Sentinel," of January 11th, 1839. It is as follows: 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S Ol!'FIUE, } 

TORONTO, 28th December, 1838. 

MILITIA GENERAL ORDER. 

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor is pleased to make the follow­
ing appointments in the Embodied Militia Force, Seventh Provisional 
Battalion: 

To be Captail/s- Date of rank. 
Capt. S. F. Kirkpatrick, from the Second 

Northumberland Regiment.. ........ " .......... 12th Nov., 1838. 
Capt. J. C. Boswell, from do ........................ 16th do. 
Capt. John R. Benson,dO ........................ 16th do. 
Lieut. Thomas j)iurphy, from Second Frontenac 20th do. 
A. S. Fraser, Esq., half-pay Lieut. 42nd Reg't 1st Dec'bel', 1838. 

To be Lieutenants-

Lieut. S. J. Carvel', late Queen's Own ............ 20th Xov., 1838. 
Ensign James Ferguson, from Fourth Northum-

berland .............................................. 20th do. 1838. 
Samuel Strickland, Gent ........ """ ............. 25th do. 
George W. Caddy, Gent ..................... : ....... 1st Dec'ber, 1838. 
Thomas Need, Gent.. .......................... 1st do. 

To be Ensigns-

Wheeler Armstrong, Gent ................... 25th Nov., 1838. 
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George B. Hall, Gent ................................ 15th 
George Lowe, Gent .................................. 15th 
Ensign Robert Brown, late of Queen's Own .... 15th 
Charles P. Rubidge, Gent .......................... 15th 

To be Adjntant, 'lV'itk the ranl.; of Coptain-

Lieut. J. G. Armour, late of the Queen's Toronto 

Dec., 1838. 
do 
do 
do 

Guards, .............................................. 20th Nov., 1838. 
To be Pay-llfastm'--

W. H. Wrighton, Esq., subject to his finding 
sufficient security ................................. 10th Dee'ber. 

To be Surgeon-Surgeon J. Hutchinson, from Second 
Northumberland, ..................................... 20th do 

To be Qum·ter-Master-Lieut. H. B. Holland, from 
2d Northumberland, .................................. 16th Nov., 1838. 

Although the name of the late Richard Birdsall, Esq., does not appear 
in the foregoing list of officers, it is propel' to state that he, served, with 
his company, in the capacity of captain during that period; and had the 
additional merit of having done so without pay. 

For the reasons before stated, in connection with the militia of the 
previous year, we are unable to publish the names of the privates, who 
served on duty during this brief and bloodless, but honorable campaign. 

Among other incidents of this period, it may be mentioned that two 
residents of Ops were brought to Peterborough under arrest, charged with 
disloyalty. They were taken to the log building known as "the Govern­
ment house," for trial by court martial. While preparations were being 
made for this purpose, a seat was offered them, when Captain M- of the 
militia force, at once interposed in an indignant manner. " No, no," said 
he, "rebels are not worthy to sit among loyal men." The worthy Captain 
forgot that, under British law, men are not to be held as guilty, until their 
offence is proven. Among those holding subordinate authority, there were 
several whose zeal and officiousness outran their discretion. The conse­
quence was that many well-meaning persons were subjected to needless 
annoyance. But in some instances the a:rrogance and presumption of 
these persons were not allowed to go entirely unchecked. Mr. Darcus, 
among others, had donned an uniform and spurs, and either for the pur­
pose of usefully employing the latter, or not relishing a march to the front, 
sent to demand a valua,ble mare, the property of one of our leading citizens. 
The modest request was promptly refused, when the messenger was sent a 

6* 
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second timc, with a threat, that if not handed over, the beast would be 
forcibly pressed into the service. The owner replied that if the Colonel 
in command sent a written order for the animal, she would be given up, 
but not otherwise. No such order was issued, nor is it probable the 
superior officer was aware of the means employed by his subordinate to 

furnish himself with a steed. 
Before closing this chapte!', it may not be inopportune to remark, for 

the information of SOlUe who may read these pages, that the demands of 
:Mackenzie and his political friends, antecedent to the rebellion, were for 
reforms the most urgently needed, most of which have been since conceded, 
and the benefits of which have now for many years been enjoyed under 
what is known as Responsible Government. 

It was a cardinal point in the political creed of the Governor, Sir Francis 
Bond Head, that the people of this colony existed for the Government, 
rather than the Government for the people.* To the carrying out of this 
fallacious theory, the greater portion of the agitation of the country, result­
ing in open rebellion, may be traced. The Legislative Assembly had 
practically no control in the government of the Province,-in the disposal 
of its revenues, or in the appointments to office. These latter, were in 
great part confined to the members of a few leading families, their friends 
and partizans, who were. paid salaries relatively much higher than those 
enjoyed at present.-r 

Mr. McKenzie, by his pen and voice, did much to expose 'the defects of 
t':1e system of government then in vogue; and in doing so, more than once 
suffered severely both in person and property. He was five times expelled 
from the House of Assembly on paltry pretexts, and each time promptly 
re·elected with overwhelming majorities, and in spite of all opposition, by 
the intelligent electors of the Oounty of York, who presented him with a 
massive gold medal in acknowledgment of the valuable services he had 
rendered to the country.! 

'fhe chief demands made by the Reformers of that day were,-That the 
Executiye Council should be held responsible to Parliament,-that the 
control of the revenues of the Province should be placed in the hands ?f 

.. ~. The Lieutenant-Governor maintains that the responsibility to the people who are already repre­
lented in the Hous.c of As:::;embly, which the Council as~umes, iii unconstitutional, and that It is the 
dUly of the CouncIl to serve RIM and not THEM." ~ir F. H. Head's reply toW! addres!ofthe Execu­
li,'e Council, lIlarch 5th, 1836. App';ndix to Juum.ls: 1839. Vol. L page 56. 

t LlIld!Hl)'~ L:lt" of l\'IacL:enzie. Page 331. 
l: [hid. 
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the Legislative Assembly,-the secularization of the clergy reserves and the 
abolition of exclusive privileges conferred upon particular religious denom­
inations,-the exclusion of judges and ministers of the gospel from the 
Executive Council and the Legislature-an elective Legislative Council i 
the abolition of the rights of primogeniture, and some othe~ minor reforms 
made up the list of grievances, which the Imperial Government were not 
unwilling to consider upon their merits, but their good intentions were 
defeated by the blindness and obstinacy of Sir Francis Bond Head, whose 
conduct was at once felt, and declared to be arbitrary and vindictive. 

It must be conceded, however, that Responsible Government was as yet 
only a shadow in the future, and that the system of Colonial Government 
which Sir Francis Bond Head found in vogue in Canada, to some extent 
justified his policy, although, under the circumstances, and with the stren­
uous opposition which that system had already evoked, persistent adherence 
to it was at once difficult on his part, and dangerous to the colony. 

Among other unjustifiable acts of the Governor, was the dismissal of Judge 
• Ridout from the bench, and from t1,le militia, in which he had served with 

honor under General Brock. This was done without the slightest trial or 
investigation, and even without informing the victim of his caprice of the 
reasons for so grave an act. The Home.Government reversed the sentence, 
and ordered the Governor to reinstate Judge Ridout in both his offices i­
II humiliation to which he refused to submit, and which contributed)argely 
to his resignation and recall. 

It will be seen that the very demands then made have long since been 
conceded; and had the Reformers of 1837 abstained from actual rebellion, 
their conduct in other respects would have entitled them to the plaudits of 
all subsequent times. Lord Durham, in his admirable report on the state of 
the Province in 1839, which led to the union of Upper and Lower Canada 
in the following year, stated that "common prudence and good manage­
ment would have prevented the outbreak i" and more than hinted that the 
rebellion had been purposely invited by the Government, * for the purpose 
of crushing the leaders of the reform movement. 

The peoplc of Lower Canada were laboring under evils and abuses 
nearly similar; but while in Upper Canada, an Executive Council, respon­
sible to the Assembly, was regarded as the true remedy for the grievances 
of the times, the politicians of the Lower Province fancied an elective 

• Lord DUI'ham's report, in Appelldix to Joul'Ilal. of The House, Vol. I, page 32. 
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Legislative Council would leave them nothing to desire. As Lord Durham, 
stated, "both, ill fact, desired the samc object, namely, an extension of 
popular influence in the government,"* but pursued a differe~t theory iIi 
their efforts to attain it. 

The attempt at insurrection was "as foolishly contrived and ill-conducted 
as it was wicked and treasonable," but now that the passions of the hour 
have had time to subside, some allowance must be made for men goaded to 
desperation by long years of mis-government, in the correction of which 
every moral and constitutional mode of redress appeared to have been 
exhausted. 

This explanation will show why we have stated that the Government of 
that day ill-deserved the tribute of loyalty and devotion shewn by the 
militia of the Province. The great majority of the p~ople of Canada shrunk 
from open rebellion, and nobly rallied to support the Government, in num­
bers, and with an enthusiasm worthy of a more deserving Administration. 

Newspapers in those days were not plentiful, and the people of the rural 
aistricts, actively engaged in warring .with the forest, and pre-occupied 
with the stern struggle for existence amid the hardships of the bush, had 
but few sources of general information. A few persons, here and there in 
this county, thus understood and estimated the merits of the questions 
at issue, and when the insurrection came, either held aloof from the prepa­
rations made to sustain the Government, or sullenly acquiesced in a move­
ment it would be useless or fatal to resist. In the Newcastle District, 
twelve persons in all were arrested on a charge of sympathizing with the 
rebels, and after a temporary detention were dismissed. Among these 
was Dr .• John Gilchrist, afterwards member of Parliament for the county'. 

CHAPTER VII. 

TRAININGS AND ELECTIONS. 

During many years the militia of this town and county lllet annually at 
:Major Anderson's, on the north shore of Rice Lake, for the formalities of 
"training," as it was called, which consisted chiefly in answering to the 
muster call of their several companies, forming in double column, and an 

.. Ibid. Page 4 •. 
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attempt at the first steps in military drill. Drinking and dissipat'1on not 
unusually followed, and formed no small portion of the apparent duties of 
the day. • 

Previous to the division of the district, which took place in 184l, a 
great deal of inconvenience and loss of time was occasioned by jurymen 
from all these townships having to attend the sittings of the courts at 
Cobourg; but the duty was unavoidable, and had to be bOl;ne as best it 
could. 

The first clection of a representative in the Legislative Assembly of 
Upper Canada, in which much interest was taken in this county, was that 
of 1834. The candidates, we are informed, were Col. Alexander McDonell, 
Dr. John Gilchrist, James Grey Bethune and W. S. Conger, Esquires, the 
latter of whom was then engaged in mercantile life at Cobourg. Colonel 
l\fcDonell was elected. 

The next election was held at Sully, on the south side of Rice .Lake, 
in 1836, and was the scene of much excitement. The candidates were 
Henry Ruttan, Esq., Col. Alexn,nder McDonell, George M. Boswell, Esq., 
and Dr. John Gilchrist. ' 

80 str011g was the feeling here shewn in favor of the candidates from 
Peterborough, that a number of leading conservatives clubbed together, 
and raised a sunkcn steamer lying in the lower portion of the Otonabee, 
and had her fitted out so as to plY' up and down the river for the convey­
ance of voters. 'femporary booths were erected in the vicinity of the 
polling place, where refreshments were served, while here and there, at 
convenient distam~es, the "free lind iudependent electors" found whole 
barrels of whiskey, standing on end, with the heads knocked out, from 
which they dipped and drank at pleasure. 'fhese were evidently "drouthy" 
times, but it must be remembered that the exigency of the occasion was 
great, and that the wants of an entire District had to be supplied. Of 
course some scenes of violence accompanied these copious libations, but 
happily no lives were lost; and these very excesses no doubt contributed 
to bring about the wise legislation which during the present decade has 
rendered such scenes impossible. The election of 1836 resulted in a 
majority of votes for Col. Alexander McDonell, who was accordingly 
declared duly elected. 

As yet, Peterborough had no printing press, and of course no tocal news­
paper. Both of these wants were supplied by John Darcus, Esq., who in 
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Xovember, 1837, commenced the publication of the" RiCKWOODSMAN 

aUlI PETERBOROUGH SENTINEL." Judging from some numbers of the 
second volume before us, it was of fair size, technically known as " medium." 
In typography and editorial management, its appearance was creditable, 
and would enable it to compare favorably with the local press of the time. 
The office of publication wa" a frame building of two stories, on the west 
~ide of George street, a little south of King, which was in subsequent 
years used as a school house; and at length becoming dilapidated, fell a 
prey to the incendiary during the winter of 1865--6. 1\1r. Dareus was a 
prominent character in the local affairs of the time-has already been 
mentioned-and will be referred to again in a future page. 

Up to the period of" the Rebellion iu 1837-8, the population of Peter­
borough had materially increased, but the aspect of the town was far from 
attractive to the visitor or the tourist. It was in fact but a large straggling 
yillage, with huge gaps between the houses, and these were built irregularly, 
with"but little regard to symmetry or taste. 

On this part of our subject we have been favored with the following 
communication from an intelligent gentleman who then passed through 
Peterborough, and who is now one of our respected citizens: 

PETERBOROUGH, November 2d, 1866. 

(, The first time I set my eyes upon the County Town of the present 
County of Peterborough, was about the middle of :February, 1838. I 
eutered it from the east side of the river, coming through the "Scotch 
Village," now the village of Ashburnham: and crossing the Otonabee on 
the old bridge. It was late in the afternoon, and my companion, the late 
Mr. Thomas Harper, pointed out as we drove along, the chief points of 
interests, and the names of the principal places." 

U In passing throngh the town, the chief business place appeared to be 
at the corners of Simcoe and George streets. But what struck me most 
was the isolated appearance of the houses. I do not remember seeing two 
houses any where adjoining; and the figure I made use of at the time was 
that the houses appeared to be ' sown broad cast.' " 

" On the market square were several log houses, on tire site of the present 
market house and town hall. Near the site of the Bank of Montreal was 
a somewhat spacious log building, for several years after used as the Post 
office. The stores were few in number, Messrs. Shaw & Fortune, Charles 
Perry, Robert Nicholls, John Crawford, Holland and Morrow beinoo the 
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only merchants in the town. Theil' united business would scarcely equal 
that of one of our present business men." 

" There were two grist lIlills, two saw mills, two distilleries, one brewery, 
one tannery, four churches and one school-the Grammar Sqhool-a log 
building in the real' of where the present Union School now stands." 

"The buildings, save the Presbyterian and Episcopal churches, were 
entirely of' wood, mostly fram€d, lathed and plastered jnside and out, 
The dwellings were anything but comfortable, there being but the thick­
ness of two laths and two thicknesses of mortar composing the walls; the 
least crack in the mortar would allow the air to pass freely in. I imagined 
in all my travels I never found such eold houses as were then in Peter­
borough." 

" The town appeared to be begun at the south end, as, north of Simcoe 
street there were fewer houses than on the south side. An impression 
prevailed among the settlers that the town was destined to become a great 
place; that the Otonabee river would be largely utilized for all sorts of 
manufactures; an opinion requiring a considerable degree of faith on the 
part of a stranger to endorse, being but a backwoods town with the stumps 
all through the streets, and its site on the north side of Hunter street 
covered with pine bushes." 

" The only passable roads were those of George street, Hunter street 
east and Sherbrook street west. On some of the streets the trees were 
growing, and the pine stumps upon others gave indications that the giants 
of the forest had been numerous upon the site of the town." E. 

It has been stated that the population of Peterborough in i832 was 
five hundred. In 1838, it could not have exceeded eight or nine hundred 
inhabitants, all told. 

The population of the townships which since composed the United 
Counties of Peterborough and Victoria had by this time so largely 
increased that it was deemed desirable to set them apart as a separate 
district, and this was accordingly done in 1841, under the name of the 
Colborne District. In the meantime a Jail and Court House had to be 
erected~at Peterborough, which was at the same time declared the District 
Town. Fortunately the minutes of the proceedings have been preserved, 
and with them the details of the erection 9f these important structures, 
which will be found in the next chapter. 

7 



CHAPTER VIII. 

ERECTION o~' COURT HOUtiE AND JAIL. 

On the ~econd day of' June, 1838, a meeting of' the magistrates of' the 
proposed new Colborne District was held at " the Government school house," 
as the minutes term it, for the purpose of naming a Bui,lding Committee 
for the erection of the new Court I-louse and Jail, and other matters in 
connection with the same, as provided in the Act passed at a previous 
session of the Upper Canada Legislature. The magistrates present were: 

Daniel Griffith, Esq., J. P. Thomas Traill, Esq., J. P. 
Thomas Need, "" G. A. Hill, " " 
Edward Duffy, "" Ephraim Sanford, " 
C. Moe, "" George G. Bird, " " 
Edward S. Hickson, " H.obert Reid, " " 
Robert P. Madge, I". Conn in, " " 
.James Wallis, " J. Hutchinson," " 
Walter Crawford," Thomas Carr, ." 
Robert Dennistoun," John Darcus, " 
John Langton, Thomas A. Stewart, " 

A. McDonell., Esq., J. P., M. P. P. 
The Hon. '1'. A. Stewart, M. L. C., was called to the chair, and .John 

Darcus, Esq., appointed Secretary of the meeting. On subsequent 
motions, the following gentlemen were appointed officers and members of 
the Building Committee, of whom three were declared [t ({uorum: 

BUILDING cmDIITTEE. 

Hon. Thomas A. Stewart, Clwinnall. 
William H. Wrighton, Esq., Secretary. 
Edward Duffy, "TI'W')III'CI'. 

Ephraim Sanford, " 
Robert P. Madge, " 
Edward S. Hickson, " 

On motion of C. 1\1oe, Esq., seconded by E. Duffy, Esq., the Committee 
were restricted to an expenditure of £4,000 on the new buildings, but 
subsequently, on finding that the tenders for the work, offered agreeably to 
the plans adopted, exceeded· that amoup.t, a second meeting of the 
magist.rates was held, at which, on motion of James Wallis, Esq., seconded 
by R. Dennistoun, Esq., the.Building Committee were empowered to pro­
ceed to the extent of £6,000. 
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At the first meeting, the magistrates instructed the Building Committee 
to direct the Clerk of thc Peacc of' the Newcastle District "to add one 
penny in the pound to the Assessment Roll of the proposed District of 
Colborne, for that year, (1838,) pursuant to the Act establishing the said 
proposed District." This rate was subsequently extended by resolution 
over the three following years. The committee was also authorized to 
advertize for plans for the proposed new Court House and Jail, and to pay 
the following premiums for the plans they may deem the best: 

For the 1st, twenty 'pounds; for the 2d., fifteen pounds; for the 3d., 
ten pounds. 

The Building Committee, at their second meeting, arranged to meet every 
Friday, for the dispatch of business. They also entered into negociations 
with several of the provincial banks, as well as with private individuals, to 
procure loans of money to carryon the work, until the taxes of the District 
would be available for that purpose. The following are the several sums 
procured by loan or otherwise for this purpose:-

Commercial Bank, Cobourg, notes of Committee discounted, 
O. Morrow, Esq., loan at 6 per cent. interest, payable half-

yearly 
Hon. John Kirby, do do do 
Mrs. Elizabeth Fowler, do do do 
Rev. Francis Kirkpatrick, do do do 
Hon. Z. Burnham, Treasurer Newcastle District, taxes on 

proposed Colborne District for 1838-9-40, 

£1175 0 0 

500 0 0 
800 0 0 
741 0 0 

2350 0 0 

1694 3 7:g-

These sums, lessened as they were by . discount and iuterest, did not 
suffice for the completion of the buildings, but several of the contractors 
accepted the Committee's debentures for sums varying from £100 to £1000, 
and these, as they matured, were met by the taxes levied on the new 
District in subsequent years. In a short time plans and specifications for 
the new buildings were submitted to the Committee by Joseph 8cobell and 
Walter Sheridan, Esquires. That of the former met with most favor, and 
was awarded the first prize, while Mr. Sheridan's entitled him to the second. 
The Hon. T. A. Stewart was then deputed to proceed to Toronto, and 
submit tliem to the Chief Justice, who confirmed the decision of the Com­
mittee. Some alterations were afterwards discussed by the Committee, 
and the plaus modified, but tIle one originally npproved was finally adopted; 
and carried out in its general details. Some minor alterations were how-

7* 



ever made, consisting chiefly of modifications III the interior, by which 
additional space was gained both above and below. They also. instructed 
the masons to put in cut stone quoins, arches, base COUl'se, jams and window 
sills, not in the original specifications. In excavating for the foundation it 
was found necessary to go double and in some places treble the depth on 
which estimates had been formed.* All this occasioned an additional 
outlay, which exceeded the sum which had been stipulated as the limit of 
their expenditure, but their proceedings were endorsed by the magistrates, 
and met with the entire sanction of that body, as well as of the public. 

The tender of Messrs. Thomas Harper and B. Bletcher for 800 cords 
of stone at 14s. 9d. each, was accepted, provided they furnish all quarried 
stonc, and this was agreed to by these gentlemen. 

On the 21st day of August, 1838, John Reid, Esq., P. L. S., reported 
to the Committee in reference to a survey of the Government appropriation 
of ground for a Court house. &c., which consisted in all of seven acres, 
lots Nos. 5, 6 and 7 of which would be required for the intended buildings. 
The foundation had not been excavated, and the grounds were still covered 
with brush and fallen trees, when it became known that His Excellency, 
Sir George Arthur, Lieut.-Governor of Upper Canada, was about to visit 
Peterborough. As it was desirable that the foundation-stone should be 
laid by so distinguished a personage, Mr. Scobell was requested, by reso­
lution, "to open about six feet of ground," and" have placed on the spot 
one load of stone," to admit of this ceremony being performed. The 
chairman was instructed to solicit this favor through His Excellency'S 
secretary on his arrival, and "should he consent," the Rev. Mr. Wade was 
"to be requested to offer a short blessing on the success of the under­

taking. "1-
His Excellency cheerfully consented, but his time beinO" limited the b , 

Committee met at their room at 6.30 o'clock on the morning of the 25th 
August, 1838, waited upon the Governor at 7, and at 7.30 o'clock A. M., 
His Excellency and suite, accompanied by the Building Committee, pro­
ceeded to the ground, and in the presence of numerous spectators laid the 
corner stone of the new buildings. The official ceremony over, the Rev. C. 
T. Wade, M. A., offered up an impressive and appropriate prayer-. 

• Fourth and last report of the Building Commillee. in Appendix to Journal of the District COllncil 
-dated December 20th, 1841. -

t Minutes of Committee, August 21>t, 1838. Page 13. 
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The following articles were placed by His Excellency beneath the stone, 
in the foundl!-tion of the south-west corner.* 

A Parchment Scroll, 

(On which was tastefully engrossed the followi~:) 

ON THE 25TH DAY OF AUGUST, A. D., 1838, 

HIS EXCELLENCY, 

MAJOR-GENERAL SIR GEORGE ARTHUR, K. C. H., 

Lieutenant-Governor ~f Upper Canada, 

LAID THE FIRST STONE OF THESE BUILDINGS. 

Then follows the names of the Building Committee, already mentioned 
in full. The following coins were also deposited: 

A British shilling of the reign of George IV., 1829. 
do sixpence do William IV., 1834. 
do penny do do 1831. 
do half-penny do do 1831. 

The lettering of the scroll was executed in elegant style by our towns­
man, Ivan O'Beirne, Esq. 

Tenders were afterwards received from time to time for the erection and 
completion of the several parts of the Court House building and Jail, the 
entire cost of which, including alterations and extra work, amounted to 
£7190 15 7·-r 

During the progress of the work, meetings of the magistrates of the 
proposed district were several times held, to advise with and assist the 
Committee. Towards the close of the work, Ephraim Sanford, Esq., was 
appointed treasurer of the Committee in place of Mr. Duffy, who had 
removed from the Province; and D. Griffith, Esq., was appointed a mem­
ber of the Building Committee. 

The walls and roofs of the Court House and Jail were completed in 
1839, and the work on the interior of the Court House finished, 
and that building handed over to the Committee by E. Chamberlen, Esq., 
on the 16th day of November, 1840, but not finally accepted by them until 
the May following. The jail was not entirely finished until the summer of 
1842, owing to a defect in the written agreement, by which the contractor, 
Mr. Edward Lee, claimed that the plastering was not included in his 

• Minutes ofCommillee, August 25th. Page 16. 
t Minutes of Building Committee. Pages 149, 152 and 153. 
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contract; and the season of 1841 was so far advanced when this became 
known, that the plastering of the Jail had to be deferred until the following 

Rpring. 
At length, on the Z7th day of December, 1841, after upwards of three 

years of arduous duty, the Building Committee were finally relieved of 
their task. At a meeting of magistrates held that day, their accounts were 
examined and declared correct, and a vote 0f thanks was tendered "to the 
gentlemen composing the Building Committee, to their Treasurer and 
Secretary, for their indefatigable exertions in carrying the object of their 

appointment to completion." 

CHAPTER IX. 

(1) A SATIRICAL PRODUCTION. 

In the month of August, 1838, after the new Colborne District had been 
jJmri.,ioilfdl.'/ set apart, and during the time the Building Committee were· 
engaged in the arrangements for the erection of the Court House and jail, 
a severe and cutting satire upon Peterborough, and a number of its chief 
citizens, appeared in print in the columns of " The Plainspeaker," a small 
sheet then published at Cobourg. It purported to be an ad,ertisement of 
"a sale extraordinary of the Town of Peterborongh, to pay the taxes," 
and to be held on the jirst of April following. Although the writer of 
the document in question announced that he would 

"---Nothing extenuate, 
., :\01" set down aught in malice," 

some of his allusions, if reproduced l would be so pointedly offensive to 
many persons still living, who were probably neither better nor worse than 
the average of h.u~anity, that it is better to omit them here. The docu­
ment is supposed to have been written by :Mr. Frederick Fo~e~t...then 
residing in Peterborough. The following are samples of this remark­
able prouuction, which, as may be supposed, attracted much attention at 
the time, and is still referred to with interest by many of our older residents, 
who were familiar with the characters pointed at, whose nameR or pecu_ 
liarities furnished a ready lllark for the shafts of the satirist, 
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Fl'om" The Plainspealcel',"-1838. 

" It has been reported that this Town is likely to becollle the Seat of 
Government! The report can only be traced to the Editor of a con­
temptible publication, whose total disregard for truth entitles him to no 
credit-

"Who dares think olle tlling and another tell, 
"My soul detests him as the gates of hell." 

"A CouJ't HOltSC and .Juil will be built immediately. For the Debtor's 
Jail it is contemplated to erect a high wall all around the town i-the 
convenience of the inhabitants has been thus consulted, as they will be 
able to cOlltinue in their present houses, an advantage they could not 
otherwise long enjoy." 

" The Commissioners of Public Works have appointed a Secretm'Y who 
thinks himself WRIGHT-ON all occasions, a point on which, judging from. 
appearances, his Employers are not likely to be deceived." 

"About a year since a few Sentinels were established at the expense 
of the inhabitants. It is however to be regretted that they have only 
brought contempt and disgrace on those who had the control of them. As 
they appear to be guided by the motto 'J}[utal'c ~pei'llo,' their hitherto 
supporters have lost all hopes of their amendment. * * 
Let us do them justice: they were seldorn seen off their post-few ever 
having ventured beyond the limits of the town. 

"Another Lawyer is CmrMING to settle here-he has had only one case, 
which cannot be better described than ill the words of Pope, 

"Thou great first cause, least understood." 
"'Opposition is the life of 1'rade.' So think the Magistrates who have 

established two separate Boards of Companies among themselves. Gnl/sa 

latet res est notissimc. 

"One party is led (query misled) by an individual who has adopted the 
motto of his lowest follower-'Nitnq1tam hic MOE nisi in dispa?·i.' One 
of the same party advertizes Magisterial business gratis, no doubt having 
apportioned the value and the price. From this it will appear that no 
price is fixed for Justice and at no pl'ice can it be obtained. 

"It is a tale 
"Told by an Idiot, full of sound and fury, 
" Signifying nothing." 

" Intending purchasers, who cant' well pay without, may borrow money 
on easy terlUS. 'I'he lender, CANT' WELL, wait for his Interest, having 
little or no principle left. 
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(2) ANOTHER nHlIGltA'rION. 

In the year 1839, Captain Charles Rubidge, R.N., who had been absent 
in England during the f!Tl:atcr portion of the two previous years, returned 
to Peterborough, having in charge a body of immigrants, numbering in all 
183 souls, chiefly selected from the estates of Col. Wyndham, in Clare and 
Li~lerick, in the South of Ireland. 'fhe voyage was most prosperous, 
and as the immigrants passed through the country, many of them found 
profitable employment, and the remainder, within a few days after their 
arriyal in Peterborough, were absorbed among the people of the surrounding 
townships; and having found temporary occupation, many of them after­
wards became owners of land, on which they or their families still reside. 

(3) THE ELECTION OF 184l. 

'fhe election of 1841 is memorable not only as being one of the first 
after the union of the Provinces, and the first hcld within the new District 
of Colborne, then only provisionally set apart from the Newcastle District; 
but also for a scene of violence rarely exceeded among these exciting con­
tests in the past, and under our present judicious election law, it may be 

presumed, quite impossible in the future. 

The election for the new provisional District, which then embraced what 
is now the Counties of Peterborough and Victoria, was held in Peterbo­
rough, and had its head quarters at White's Hotel, situated just east of 
George i::ltreet, in the southern part of the town*, where the poll was 
opened by Captain Frazer, the returning officer. The candidates were: 

Colonel Alexander McDonell, 
Frederick Ferguson, Esq. 
Dr. John Gilchrist. 

The former of these gentlemen appeared in the conservative and the 
latter in the reform interest. As the election progressed, it became evident 
that Dr. Gilchrist would be elected, and a plot was at once formed to 
break up the election, so as to prevent his legal return. The conspirators, 
who are now well known, and rank among their number several of onr 
~'espectable citizens, met in a tavern (since burnt down) on the flat space 
.lust above the western extremity of the Otonabee bridge, and there arranged 

.. Thi.s hot~l was situated contiguous to Day's Brewery, and was then a leading lJublic house, and a 
pl~ce ot fashIOnable resort. Both it and the brewery were burned to the ground, during the summer 
()t 18G6, but .the hrewery had long ceased to be used for any purpose; and the hotel ha" br-en for wrne 
yea.rs occuplea as a private r~,idt'IJ(-'t". 
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their plans. A gentleman, well known in both town and county, but 
whose name, for obvious reasons, we forbcar to specify, was then acting as 
constable and door keeper of the room in which the poll was being held, 
and was aware of their designs. They were to approach in a body; the 
door keeper was to make a show of resistance, and be knocked down, with 
his own consent. In the melee which would follow, the poll-book was to be 
seized and destroyed, and thus the opposing party would be deprived of' 
the only legal evidence of the election of their candidate. . 

The room was full of people, among whom were the candidates and their 
agents, when the conspirators stealthily approached. On reaching the 
room, a fierce show of fight was made, amid which the guardian of the 
peace rolled over as if smitten by a thunderbolt. The books of the check 
clerks and other papers were speedily seized, but the presence of mind of 
the Returning Officer defeated their desigu. On the first alarm, he quietly 
slipped the poll-book beneath his coat, where it remained secure. Whether 
from accident or otherwise, Dr. Gilchrist received a blow upon the head 
with a stick, from which, however, he speedily recovered. 

But though thus baulked in their design, some of the more daring and 
reckless pursued the game still further. The Returning Officer then 
occupied a room at White's, and on his going out in the evening to dine 
with a friend, his llpartment was entered, and a valise cut open, in hopes 
of finding the coveted poll-book within. But Captain Fraser, as if antici­
pating their design, had taken the precious document with him, and 
retained it in his possession, so that this second attempt fttiled as igno­
miniously as the first. As not one of the parties implicated in this outrage 
would now attempt to justify or even palliate it, we may spare them the 
censures such conduct so justly deserved. Besides, their leader passed 
away from the excitements of carth during the present year, (1866), and 
the survivors have no doubt sufficiently regretted acts committed during 
the heat of excitement, and when carried away by the passions of the 
hour. 

The election of 1841 resulted in the selection, by a considerable majority, 
of Dr. John Gilchrist, as member of Parliament for the new Colborne 
District, which ,position he continued to fill during the next four years. 

8 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE NEW COLBORNE DISTRICT. 

On the 14th day of October, 1841, the proclamation formallyestablish­
ing the Colborne District, was issued, by command of Sir Richard Downes 
Jackson, K. C. R, who was for a time Administrator of the Government 
after the death of Lord Sydenham. The following townships were 
embraced in the new District, the first eleven of which are included in 
the County of Peterborough: 

Belmont, Methuen, Burleigh, Dummer, Asphodel, Otonabee, Douro, 
North Monaghan, Smith, Ennismore, Harvey, Verulam, Emily, Ops, 
Fenelon, Mariposa, Eldon, Bexley, Somerville. 

Early in the following year (1842) one or more District Councillors were 
elected from each township, and these met at the Court House in Peter­
borough, for their first session, on Tuesday, Februar;y 8th, 1842. 

George Arundel Hill, Esquire, of Dummer, was appointed by the Gov­
ernment to preside as Warden over the deliberations of the new Council j 
and continued to act in that capacity up till the close of the year 1846. 

The following are the names of the gentlemen composing this first 
council and the townships from which they were elected: 

George A. Hill, Esq., Wal'den. Councillors-Thomas Harper, Esq., 
Monaghan; Stephen Nichols, Esq., Smith; Smithin D. Gibbs, Esq., 
DoUl'o ; Thos Carr and James Doris, Esq'rs, Otonabee; Richard Birdsall, 
Esq., Asphodel; Josias L. Hughes, Wm. Cottingham, Esq'rs, Emily; 
Francis Kelly, Esq., Ops; John Langton, Esq., Penelon; Thomas Need, 
Esq., Ve/'lllam and Ha1'vey; Daniel Costello, Esq., Ennismol'e; Samuel 
Davidson, Esq., Mariposa; Alex. Campbell, Esq., Eldon; Alex. Kidd, 
Esq., Dummer. 

OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL.-John Darcus, Esq., Clerk; Dr. John 
Gilchrist, Treasu1'ei'; James Hall, and Robert Reid, Esq'rs, Audito1'S; 
G. R Hall, Esq., Solieitol', &c. 

ROAD SURVEYORs.-John Reid, Thomas J. Dennehy, Richard Birdsail, 
George Hughes, Edward Caddy, James W. Dunsford, Alex. Campbell, 
Charles Britton, and James Bird, Esquires. 

At the end of one year, one-third of these councillors retired by ballot, 
and another third at the eua of the second year, their places being sup-
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plied by a new election. At the end of the third year the third first 
elected retired, and in each subsequent year the third then longest in office 
withdrew; so that one-third of the councillors only were elected each 
year. The machinery of the District Council thus organized continued 
in force until 1850, in the beginning of which year the basis of the present 
Municipal System was laid, which, with various trifling modifications, still 
continues in force. It was then, (in 1850,) that township councils were 
instituted, and the management of local affairs placed entirely in the hands 
of the people in each township, who have since had entire control, through 
their local councillors, of the levying of taxes, the improvement of roads, 
and all other necessary expenditure. The County Council is composed of 
the Reeves or presiding officers of the several township councils, and 
is empowered to levy certain taxes for county purposes. Thus the entire 
direct taxation of the country is levied by the county and township coun­
cils, and expended under their auspices; statements in reference to the 
lieceipts and disbursements of which are published annually, so that what­
ever taxation exists is levied directly by the people through their repre­
sentatives, chosen yearly to manage their affairs. 

In connection with each township will be found a list of the gentlemen 
who have been succe~sively District Councillors for that township, and 
also the names of those who by virtue of their position as Reeve or head 
of each Township Council, have had seats in the County Council, and 
collectively formed that Council during the same period. 

The population of the several townships composing the County of 
Peterborough in 1841 was as follows :-Otonabee 1931, North Monaghan, 
(including the town) 1620, Smith 1349, Douro 856, Dummer 868, 
Asphodel 551, Belmont 115, Ennismore 279, and Harvey 50. 

The estimate of the liabilities of the entire new District for the year 
1842, inoluding interest on the jail debt, did not exceed $6000 for all 
purposes. These were times of comparative poverty, of impassible roads, 
small clearings, paltry prices, and low taxation. The gradual progress 
and developement of the county, has to a great extent ameliorated the 
greater number of these conditions, and of necessity added largely to its 
burdens. The liabilities of this county alone for 1866 scarcely fell short of 
$18,000. But with increased resources, improved roads, and an excellent 
market, our people are better able to meet the largell scale of taxation 
to-day than they were the more moderate one of former years; and not a 

8* 
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man in thc comnlUllity would bc willing to return to thc ratcs of thc 
period referred to with all the concomitant circumstances of the time 

anncxed. 

A great deal of difficulty was found in the settlement of accounts 
between the new Colborne District and the old Newcastle District; and it 
was not until 1845, and after legal proceedings were about to be resorted 
to, that balances due this District were paid and the whole matter fairly 
adjusted. 

Among the earliest By-Laws passed by the District Council was one for 
the payment of the salaries of its officers, among whom arc to be reckoned 
the clerks, assessors and collectors of the several townships. The Warden's 
salary was at first $80 per year; in 1844 it was increased to $160, and 
in 1847, during the first year John Langton, Esq., presided over the 
Council as Warden, the salary attached to that office was abolished 
entirely. It is but proper to remark, however, that some remuneration, 
in addition to the ordinary fees, has each year been voted to the Warden, 
in lieu of a salary. In 1849 this honorari1tm was $200, and it has rarely 
if ever since exceeded that sum. In February of 1847, a silk gown was 
first provided for the Warden, by order of the Council, and has been since 
worn by the gentlemen who have successively occupied that position. 

Thc District Clerk's salary in the beginning of 1842 was $160, but in 
a few months was raised to $300, and in 1849 to $400 per year. In 
January, 1852, the offices of Clerk and Treasurer were united, the salary 
then being fixed at $500, which as the duties of' the joint office expanded 
was in 1860 increased to $1200 yearly, at which it still remains. 

The Treasurer of the District, in its early days, was allowed four per 
cent upon all moneys passing through his hands, and also a fee of one 
shilling for every inspection of his books or accounts. In 1849 im annual 
salary of $400 was attached to the office, in lieu of all percentages, and 
other fees or charges. 

The Auditors in 1842 were paid $20 each per annum. In 1850, their 
remuneration was increased to $30, and in 1856 to $40 each, at which it 
still remains. 

The District Surveyor was at first paid $1.75 per day while actually 
employed. In 1844 a fixed salary of $100 was attached to the office, 
which was slightly increased in subsequent years, and in 1849 rose to 
$150, but was abolished during the following year. 
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The clerks of the several townships were paid $12 each, during the 
first years of our District Council, with the exception of that officer in 
Belmont, who only received $4 pel' year. In subsequent years, and 
especially since the new municipal system was introduced in 1850, these 
officers, and also the Assessors and Collectors, are paid for the greatly 
increased duties, of later years, by the several municipalities for which 
they act. 

The pay of the District Councillors, (or "wages" as they term it in the 
several by-laws relating to this subject,) was at first $1.25 per day; in 
1855 it was increased to $1.50; and now, for some years, has been $1.75 
per day, with allowance of 15 cents per mile one way for travelling expenses. 

In the early years of the District Council, the onerous duties entailed 
by a seat in that body do not appear to have been sought after so eagerly 
as in more recent times. Among the earliest by-laws of that period, is one 
" to determine the penalties on persons refusing to serve as Councillors;" 
and in 1845, we find one entitled "A by-law to enforce the attendance of 
Municipal Councillors," which however was repealed in 1848. The former, 
of these imposed a fine of not less than one dollar, nor morc than for(y, 
for neglecting or refusing to take and subscl'ibe the oath prescribed-: and 
the latter a penalty of one dollar for absence from any of the sittings of 
Council, and two dollars for absence during an entire day, without per-
mission of the Council. "-

One of the first projects espoused by the District Council was the con­
struction of a plank road from Cobourg, round the head of Rice Lake, to 
Peterborough, and thence to Chemong Lake. But this, like many other 
projects since mooted, was ere long abandoned. The chief records of the 
Council are made up of the, then important, but now uninteresting, details 
of the opening up or establishment of new lines of road, repairing bridges, 
arranging and re-modelling the boundaries of school sections, and the 
numerous other matters common to the business of all councils. 

During the year 1844, John Darcus, Esq., a Justice of the Peace, who 
till then had acted as District Clerk, was found guilty of frauds, which 
not only deprived him of that office, but obliged him to abandon the 
neighborhood, if not even to fly from the Province. His peculations were 
trifling, and must have been entered upon in an unguarded moment. 
They occurred in this wise. It is customary when any person kills a 
wolf to take the scalp to the nearest magistrate, who signs a certificate to 
the effect that a wolf has been killed, and the recipient, on prellenting this 
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document to the County Treasurer, is entitled to a bonus of six dollars, 
for the service thus rendered to the country. Mr. Darcus forged seven­
teen of these certificates, inserting the names of settlers at a distance, and 
drew the money in their names, which of course he retained. Soon after, 
one of the persons whose name had been unwarrantably used, was con­
gratulated on his success as a hunter, when he denied having killed any 
wolves, and on further enquiry, the discovery was made, which resulted in 
the withdrawal from the country of the unfortunate gentleman who had 
allowed himself to be guilty of the base transaction. We mention these 
circumstances !llore in sorrow than in scorn, and to "point a moral" rather 

than "adorn" this narrative. 

The County Treasurer was thereupon instructed to publish annually, a 
list of the names of persons mentioned in such certificates, with their place 
of residence; a precaution at all tiines necessary to guard against a repe­
tition of such fraud. 

On the removal of Mr. Darcus, James McCarroll, Esq., acted as County 
Clerk for a few weeks, when the permanent appointment was conferred 
upon Walter Sheridan, Esq. Dr. John Gilchrist continued to act as 
Treasurer until October, 1846, at which time Frederick Ferguson, Esq., 
was appointed to that office, which he retained till the close of 1851, when 
the two offices of clerk and treasurer were united; and the duties of both 
have since been very faithfully and efficiently discharged by Mr. Sheridan. 
who still retains them. 

On the retirement of Mr. Ferguson, the Council expressed their entire 
confidence in his integrity and ability, and their regret at dispensing with 
his services, which was rendered expedient by the amalgamation of the 
two offices. Both Dr. Gilchrist and Mr. Ferguson acted in turn as Gov­
ernment Land Agent, an office subsequently held by the late Col. Crawford, 
and abolished, in so far as the older townships of the County of Peterborough 
was concerned, within a few years of the present time. 

CHAPTER XI. 

SCHOOLS AND SUPERINTENDENTS. 

A new Common School act, passed by the Reform Government of the 
day, came into force in 1844, and Elias Burnham, Esq., was appointed 
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Superin!endent of Schools for the Colborne District, in order effectually to 
carry out its provisions,-an office which he accepted rather from a desire 
t~ further the important interests of education, than from any emoluments 
belonging to the office, the salary attached to which during the period he 
held it, was at first £25 and then £50 per year, including travelling 
expenses. Mr. Burnham discharged the arduous and laborious duties of 
this office, from this time up till the year 1850, with commendable zeal 
and ability, in doing so, travelling on horseback from six to eight hundred 
miles annually. The following official report, which he submitted to the 
Council at the close of the year 1844, will be found interesting as an 
illustration of the position of the District at that date, in an educational 
point of view. 

REPORT OF THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS FOR THE 

YEAR 1844. 

To the Warden and Councillors of the Colbome District, 
GENTLEMEN: 

I beg to lay before you a report relating to the Common Schools of the 
C61borne District for the year 1844., I have visited all the sehools during 
the past year, in operation at the time of my annual examination, except 
one in Verulam and Harvey, and one in Fenelon and Bexley. Circum­
stances have delayed my examination of these beyond the time prescribed. 
The character of the schools, generally, is satisfactory. It is to be regretted 
however that in many of the school districts, particularly those in the 
townships of Ops and North Monaghan, the school houses are so very bad, 
amounting in some instances to a state of actual discomfort and unhealthi­
ness; but I have invariably urged upon the people the necessity of their 
improvement, and I have reason to believe that they fully agree with me 
therein, and that they will remedy the evil as soon as possible." 

" The attendance of children is good, averaging to each school about 
twenty-five, but I am sorry to see this number confined solely, or nearly 
so, to children of small age. Taking one school with another, there is a 
fair proportion of children who read and write." 

"In no instances in my recollection, 'With one 01' two exceptions, ha've 
I seen the English grammm' in use j very seldom geography, and no 
history, except occasionally in a reading book. The bible I found in 
general use." 

"There is ,a great deficiency of books in very many of the schools." 
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" This, I was told, originated in the carelessness or poverty of the parents. 
I have, however, invariably urged upon them the necessity of supplying 
their children with proper books. The teachers frequently complain of 
this deficiency, and of their consequent inability to classify their scllOlal's; 
which is prejudicial to their advancement." 

" I have reason to believe that the teachers rely more upon reason and 
common sense in their instruction, than upon the rod; and I have inva­
riably urged upon them to do so. I have also had to suggest the benefit 
of allowing the children a short relaxation during school hours. I have also 
made it known that intemperance in auy teacher will be regarded by me 
as a good cause for his immediate removal, and that cruelty towards his 
scholars will be promptly put down." 

" Upon the whole, I may say that, although there is much room for 
improvement in many of the schools, still there is no real cause for com­
plaint, and I am satisfied that they will continue gradually to prosper, and 
that the teachers will be improving." 

* * * * * * " I may further state that I made an application some time ago to the 
Governor General for the free grant 9f a lot in the Town of Peterborough, 
to Trustees, with the view of ultimately being able to build thereon a 
commodious school house, and establishing by private munificence a fund, 
the interest from which would be sufficient to supply free tuition to all 
who might choose to avail themselves of it, and to have a good library in 
connection therewith; and I have intended, if my exertions had been suc­
cessful, to have devoted t~e entire of my salary, as Superintendent, for 
that purpose. But His Excellency did not condescend to notice my 
petition, and so the matter for the present has ended. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

E. BURNHAM, 

County Supej'intendent of Schools for the Colborne District." 
Peterborough, February 11, 1845. 

Thomas Benson, Esq., succeeded E. Burnham, Esq., in the office 'of 
County Superintendent,-the salary being now raised to £130 per year. 
Mr. Benson was highly respected both for his intelligence and the urbanity 
of his manners. His was one of the many valuable lives lost in the 
terrible railroad disaster at the De1!jardines Canal in 1857. He retained 
the office of County Superintendent only for oue year. His letter of 
resignation is interesting, as pourtraying the arduous duties of that office, 
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and the scant reHluncration thus afforded for services so important. It is 
as follows: 
" To the WCl1·den and jJfunicipal C01lllcillors of the Cowvty of Peter­

borough, in Co~mcil Assembled. 
"GENTLEMEN :-The pel'iocl having arrived when it becomes necessary 

that you should provide for the superintendence of the Common Schools 
of the county for the ensuing year, it is proper that I should inform you 
that I do not intend to offer myself as a candidate for the situation you 
did me the honor to confer upon mc at the commenccment of the past 
year." 

" If I here take occasion to refer to a few of' the reasons which have 
induced me to come to this determination, it will be with the sale view of 
increasing the usefulness and efficiency of an office, the faithful discharge 
of' the duties of which may do more to promote the social and moral 
advancement of' the rural population of' this county, than any other secular 
agency within your control. The first and most powerful motive which 
impels me to decline a reappointment to the office of' superintendent of' 
schools, is the conviction that the amount of' labor which the faithful 
discharge of its duties would entail uPQn the incumbent, is more than any 
one person could possibly endure." 

" I trust it will be apparent that in alluding to the extent of this labor, 
I do not seek to magnify my own exertions. I crave your attention to this 
point merely to shew that a change of' the former system is necessary." 

"The distance which must"be travelled over to complete one visit to 
each school section in this county, would appear totally incredible to any 
one who had not taken some pains to reckon up the numerous journeys it 
occasions; one visit could not be nearly accomplished in a quarter of the 
year at an average rate of travelling of twenty miles a day. This rate, 
considei'i~g the state of most of the roads, and the time which must be 
spent in properly examining a school, is greater than could possibly be 
maintained for a whole year. Tlie extent of my correspolidence during 
the past year has been niilch greater than anyone anticipated. Upwards 
of six hundred communications have been received, and nearly five hun­
dred despatched. It is true that this will be in future greatly diminished, 
unless changes are made in the school law: but it will always be very con­
siderable. The operation of a law bilt newly introduced, entailed upon 
me the preparation of opihions and decisions, which not unfrequently 
required days of careful research, aDd Iuuch litbor ill furnishing numerous 
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copies. I:do nut at all exaggerate when I state that the office work alone 
of my situation, has consumed more time, and rC(luired more anxious 
exertion, than is devoted to ::lome of the bcst paid offices in the country." 

,. In the next place, I find that my health is not equal to the task this 
office imposes. Frequent night journeys, and change of quarters, brought 
on it fit of illness which kept me from the performance of my duties for 
several weeks, every effort to resume my journeys bringing on a relapse." 

"But I should be reercant to the cause I profess to advocate, if I 
allowed any cowardly apprehension of being misunderstood Qr misrepre­
sented, to prevent me from stating that the remuneration attached to the 
office under consideration, is out of all proportion to the nature and im­
portance of its duties, and to the value of' such qualification as a superin­
tendent should possess." 

"My personal expenses for the year, including travelling expenses, 
repairs, stationery, postage and loss in the value of a horse worn down, 
have amounted to about seventy pounds, leaving only about sixty pounds 
as compensation for services which occupied the whole of my time, to the 
exclusion of all other sources of income." 

" The conclusion I desire to draw from these statements, is one to which 
I trust I may be permitted to call your attention, without exposing myself 
to the imputation of officious interference with privileges and duties which 
are peculiarly committed to you by the law :-it is this-that the interests 
of education will be promoted by a division of the county into at least 
two districts for school superintendence, and by fixing a rate of remune­
ration more justly proportioned to the value of the services and attainments 
called into exercise by its arduous duties and high requirements." 

" With regard to the condition and prospects of common school edu­
cation in the county, an improvement has taken place, and an impetus 
has been given to the desire for further advancement which must have 
become so apparent to each of you, gentlemen, in your several localities, as 
to leave no need to enlarge upon it here. Whether this improvement shall 
go on with a much needed and steadily increasing progress, will greatly 
depend upon the appointments which the Council may now make, to fill a 
situation the duties of which I feel that I have very imperfectly discharged." 

"I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
"Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS BENSON, 

"Peterborough, 28th January, 1852." 
"Sllp't Schools Co. Petel'bo'i'o'. 
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After the retirement of Mr. Benson, in .January, 1852, the county was 
divided into four sections, for purposes of superintendence, of which the 
Townships of Smith, Douro and Otonabee formed one, Asphodel, Dumlllcr 
and Bellllont formed -another, the other two consisting of the townships of 
North Monaghan and Ennismore respectively. The Rev. Edward Roberts 
was appointed Local Superintendent of the first division, the Rev. Tholllas 
Searight of the second, Thos. Fortye, Esq., for North Monaghan, and 
Patrick Sullivan, Esq., for Ennislllore. 

In March, 1853, requests were made for the appointlllent of separate 
township Local Superintendents, and notwithstanding the formal disapproval 
of this system expressed by Wm. Cottingham, Esq., Warden, in Ilis 
address to the Council, this system was adopted, and has been since con­
tinued until 1866, when an effort towards the centralization of the duties 
of the office was again made, and with partial success. The list of town­
ship superintendents will be found in connection with the several munici­
palities for which they held office. 

CHAPTER XII. 

lIfISCELLANEOUS. 

In February, 1847, an important meeting was held in the Court House 
for the purpose of forwarding the construction of a railroad frolll Port 
Hope to Peterborough,-a charter for which had been obtained during the 
then last session of Parliament; but the subject was new, and public 
llloneys, which were afterwards so lavishly expended by llleans of the 
Municipal Loan Fund, were not yet available. The project therefore de­
pended entirely upon individual and local effort, but though frequently 
and freely discussed, did not come into effect nntil several years later. 

During March of the same year, (1847) public meetings were held and 
subscriptions raised to aid in mitigating the serious distress from famine 
then prevailing in Ireland and Scotland. Several of our leading citizens, 
both in town and county, lent themselves freely to this good work; which 
resulted in a collection in all of £364, the proportion of which for Scot­
land was duly forwarded through the Treafmrer, James Wallis, Esq., for 

9* 
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tlie purposes intended; but the Home Committee for the relief of Ireland, 
from some cause, never applied for their proportion, although duly notified. 
It was therefore resolved, at a public meeting, held in September of that 
year, to apply this portion for the relief of immigrants arriving here, or 
then in the district, a large proportion of whom were from Ireland. 

The number of these was very considerable, and they brought with them 
a form 1)f fever of a malignant type. A public meeting was then called, 
and the following gentlemen appointed to act aR a Health Committee for 
the town :-Thomas Chambers, Charles Forest, Joseph Shaw, Robert 
Stenson and James Harvey, Esquires. (In order to provide shelter and 
attendance for those who arrived here in an almost destitute condition, a 
temporary hospital was improvised in the southern part of the town. 
Among the victims of this disease was Dr. Hutcheson, in reference to 
whose decease the Peterborough Dispatch contained the following brief 
obituary notice:-

"DIED,-On Sunday, [.July 1st, 1847,] of typhus fever, caught whil@ 
in attendance at the immigrant sheds, JOHN HUTCHESON, Esq., M.D., aged 
50 years, formerly of Kirkaldy, in Fife, North" Britain, and a resident of 
America since 1815. This melancholy event cast a gloom over the entire 
community, to whose interests, he, both as a friend and a physician, had 
long been faithfully devoted. The writer trusts that some one of his 
most intimate associates will pay a just and fitting tribute to the memory 
and merits of our departed friend, as it would be both unbecoming and 
ungrateful that talent and worth such as Dr. Hutcheson was largely gifted 
with, should pass from the bnsy stage" of life without something beyond a 
passing notice." 

During 1846-7 the bridge across the Otonabee at Peterborough was 
rebuilt, under the supervision of the Board of W orks,-and a large sum 
of money expended on the boundary line between Otonabee and Douro, 
Asphodel and Dummer, part of which was for the construction of a bridge 
across the Indian river on that road. Towards these important improve­
ments a grant of £3000 had been made in Parliament during the previous 
year, and the outlay then effected along the boundary line mentioned, and 
over seven hundred days' work, voluntarily offered by the residents along 
the road, rendered it barely pa~sable for a team and vehicle. 

The death of B. Y. McKYEs, Esq., first Judge for the Colborne District. 
OCCUlTed on the 2nd day of December, 1847. 
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In consequence of the resignation of the Viger-Draper Administration 
about that time, a new election was ordered, which took place on the 20th 
and. 21st of the same mouth. George Barker Hall, Esq., barrister, at 
once oifered himself as a candidate for the representation of the county, 
but was offered the position of District Judge, which he accepted. The 
other candidates in the field were James Hall, (the present Sheriff) John 
Langton and Richard Birdsall, Esquires. These three gentlemen went to 
the polls. Mr. Hall was the nominee of the Reform Convention, and waR 
elected by 81 of a majority over his most successful opponent. 

The first side-walk in Peterborough was built during thiil year, (1847.) 
It is mentioned in the local press of the time, among the public improve­
ments, but was of short extent, and merely extended from the "Albert 
house" of that day, to Mr. Cluxton's store, on George street. 

During 1847, the large stone building between St. Peter'::; and St. 
Andrew's Churches, now the residence of Robert Nicholls, Esq., was 
built by P. M. Grover, Esq., and afterwards purchased by the Odd Fellows 
of Peterborough for a hall, and formally dedicated by them to this purpose 
in February, 1848. From some cause the society in Peterborough, fell 
into decline, and has now for several years ceased to exist. 

In the Peterborough Dispatch of May 4th, 1848, appears the following 
brief tribute to the memory of a prominent and wealthy citizen then just 
deceased: 

"DIED,-At his residence, in Peterborough, on Saturday, the 29th ult., 
after a short but painful illness, which he bore with uncomplaining resig­
nation, OUGHTRY MORROW, Esquire, one of our oldest and most respected 
merchants, who grew with the growth of our thriving town, and whose 
interests were largely identified with it. One who by a steady career of 
probity, integrity and untiring industry, had realized a handsome inde­
pendence; and had besides acquired general esteem and confidence among 
all classes of the community. The deceased wns a magistrate, and also 
filled the office of trustee of the Grammar School of the Colborne District." 

'.'His funeral was most numerously and respectably attended. St. John's 
Church was thronged in every part, and many could not gain admittance. 
Business was entirely suspended; indeed, unavoidably so,-for nearly every 
male inhabitant was present on the melancholy occasion of consigning to 
the tomb our respected friend and citizen, in hope of a glorious immortality." 

"An honest man,-the noblest work of God." 
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The wall~ of the large flour and grist mill, on the east side of the Oton­
abee bridge, the property of R. D. Rogers, Esq., was built in 1848,-the 
adjoining saw mill having during that year been finished and in operation. 
On the completion of Mr. Roger's large mill, Peterborough had" three 
first-class flouring establishments, capable of manufacturing from 50,000 to 
60,000 barrels of flour per annum. *" The other mills referred to were 
that of G. B. Hall, Esq., in the occupation of Mr. Martin, and that owned 
by J. R. Benson, Esq. A fine woollen factory was then approaching com­
pletion, and an extensive rake factory, conducted by Mr. Sperry, is said to 
have turned out 20,000 of those useful implements during the previous 
season.-r Three iron foundries were also at this time in successful opera­
tion!, namely, that of Messrs. Harvey & Dixon, Messrs. Malcolm & Co's, 
and the furnace and shops of Mr. Mowry at the east end of the bridge. 
Sundry good buildings had also been erected; and among others, the brick 
hotel owned by Thomas Chambers, Esq., on the corner of Hunter and 
Water Streets, subsequently destroyed by fire. In regard to hotels it may 
here be mentioned that the "Globe" hotel, on Charlotte street, was the 
first brick house erected in Peterborough, and the "Commercial hotel" of 
Mr. Chambers, just mentioned, was the second building of brick within 
the limits of the town. It stood on the site of his present grocery, and 
was for a time the leading public house in Peterborough. It was built in 
1847, burned down in 1858, and on its site the present two story building 
was erected in 1864. Mr. Chambers has long been known as one of our 
enterprising and wealthy citizens. 

It is more difficult than might at first appear, to do justice, ill a work 
of this kind, to the growth of the several interests, commercial, mechanical 
and agricultural. The operations of the latter especially, important though 
they be, are unobtrusive, and require to be sought after rather than appear 
on the surface. ,Ve find, however, in the Peterborough Despatch of 
February 3rd, 1848, a report of the Committee of the Colborne District 
Agricultural Society for 1847, whieh is full of interest. After an expres­
sion of regret :hat ~lOre zeal an~ e~cient interest were not shown ~n regard 
to the townsh1p agrlCultural sOCletIes, and also that sueh a society as that 
for the District should only number about four hundred members the , 
Committee go on to remark: 

" But on the other hand, we find much cause for congratu"iation in the 
.. Dpspatr/t Aug. 31st. 1848. 

t Ibid. 

t n"'potch Sept. 7th, 18'18. 
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llteady and rapid advancement in both the quantity and quality of the 
agricultural pro(lucts of this District since the formation of your society. 
This advancement is, perhaps) most observable in the articles of wheat and 
flour. Up to the year 1842, it is known, that not more than two thousand 
bushels of wheat were sent out of the District for sale in anyone year. 
During the last year, (1847) upwards of twenty thousand barr·els of 
flour, and thirty thousand bushcls of wheat, were seut off by the merchants 
of this District alone; independently of the large quantity (probably not 
less than fifty thousand bushels) of wheat taken out by the farmers them­
selves, and sold at the ports on Lake Ontario." 

" In the first year mentioned, not one mill existed in this District capa­
ble of manufacturing flour for the foreign markets; now :!Uore than eight 
manufacturing mills, with upwards of thirty run of stones are in operation.;(~ 
In 1842, not more than one thrashing mill was owned iu the District, now 
upwards of fifty arc in use, thirty of them manufactured at the foundry 
in Peterborough, during the last year. Upwards of eight hundred plows 
were made during the past yeaH! (1847) by only two establishments in 
this District; and now a reaping machine, almost innumerable horse rakes, 
drill plows, harrows, cultivators, and other improved implements of hus­
bandry are in general use." 

"Within the same short period several woolen factories, two, at least, of 
which would do credit to the oldest settled parts of the Province, have 
been erected, and are gradually extending their operations and their 
benefits; while the market they offer for an important staple of the country, 
is already effecting an evident improvement in the breed of sheep. Nu­
merous oatmeal mills now furnish in considerable quantities an article of 
growing consequence among our exports. A most marked and gratify­
ing improvement in the breed of cattle has taken place, through the 
immediate instrumentality of your society, besides that which is the result 
of the most praiseworthy efforts of private enterprise. The improvement 
is less manifest in the breed of horses than. in any other description of 
stock, and your Committee regret that the attempt to better our condition 
in this respect, made last year, has entir~ly failed." 

The foregoing report is stated to have been prepared by the late W. S. 
Conger, Esq., President, the late Thomas Benson and W. H. Moore, 
Esquires, Vice-Presidents of the Society. 

• The IiI!Qre$ in lhi$ ~Xll'llct r;fer to the ColborneDi&tricl, 1\11<\ not to the Counly of Peterborough. 
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The publication of the Peterborough Go;~ette ceased in October, 1848. 
This newspaper was contemporary with the Chronicle, and was conduoted 
in chief part by the Rev. J. H. Dunsford. The office of the Gazette was 
in the building once known as the red store, formerly referred to, and still 
in goo.d condition, on the corner of Charlotte and Water streets. 

~'he Peterborough Baclcwoods7nan and Sentinel, founded in 1837, by 
John Dareus, Esq., ceased before the removal of that gentleman from Peter­
borough in the manner already alluded to. The Chronicle was commenced 
in December, 1842, Thomas Messenger, Esq., being Proprietor, and James 
McCarroll, Esq., Editor. The office of publication was in the frame house 
on Brock street, now used as a tin-shop by Mr. A. MeD. Norton, and' 
afterwards in a frame house on the lot just west ofihe one on which stands 
the elegant mansion of James Stevenson, Esq. With the burning of the 
office in 1846, which inflicted a heavy loss upon the owner of the Chronicle, 
its publication ceased, and the Peterborough Dispatch soon after took its 
place. The first number of the Dispatch appeared on the 19th of Nov­
vember, 1846. It was published by (leorge Hazlehurst, Esq., until 
August, 1856, when the Peterborough Examiner took its place, and has 
now been ten years in existence. Augustus Sawers, Esq., was its first 
Editor and Proprietor. It then passed into the hands of Alexander 
Graham and James Renfrew, Esquires. Mr. Renfrew then conducted it for 
three years j and in May, 1862, was succeeded by Mr. Graham, as sole pro­
prietor. In October, 1863, James M. Dunn, Esq., became associated with 
l\ir. Graham in its publication, and so continued until March, 1864. 
Since December of that year, the Examiner has been conducted by Alex. 
Graham and James Stratton, Esquires, at their office, in the Post office 
block. 

The publication of the Peterborough Review was commenced as early 
as May, 1853, by Robert Romaine, Esquire, its present proprietor. 
Subsequently, it was conducted by Thomas and Richard White, Esquires, 
who now publish the Hamilton Spectator. During the thirteen years of its 
existence it was twice enlarged, and for several years has been printed on one 
of Hoe's large cylinder presses. A bindery and ruling machine are 
attached to the Review establishment. 

A third printing office was opened in Peterborough in the fall of 1864, 
by James Stephens, Esq., but the two newspapers last mentioned are the 
only periodicals published in Peterborough. The present little work is 
being pr-int~d at the Review office. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THE TOWN INCOltPORATED. 

Until the close of 1849, Peterborough had thc rank of a mere village, 
and was an integral part of the' Township of North Monaghan. With the 
passing of the act of incorporation, which came into force in January, 
1850, a new era may be said to have commenced in its history. Property 
greatly increased in value, and in a few years new and fine blocks of build­
ings took the place of many of the first ,,\,ooden houses which till then had 
occupied the best sites in the leading thoroughfares. 

The late Thomas Benson, ~Jsq., was the first mayor; and the new council 
over which he presided appear to have lost no time in inaugurating stepS' 
for the improvement or'the town. In the spring of that year, a premium 
of one hundrcd dollars was offcred for "thc bcst approved plans, specifica­
tions and estimates for a new town hall and market house; and also for 
plans, &c;, of an uniform series of buildings to occupy thrce sides of the 
market square." Those offered by Mr. Thomas, architect, of Toronto, 
were accepted, though not without a protest as to alleged unfairness on the 
part of the council, by Mr. Kivas Tully. In accordance with these, the 
corner stone ;f the present town hall and lJlarket house, was laid in 
September, 1851, with imposing ceremony, music and much rejoicing. 

The following inscription, on parchment, was deposited in the corner 
stone :-"On the 27th day of September, A. D., 1851, Charles Hudson, 
Esq., mayor, laid the foundation stone of this building, erected by order 
of the Town Council of the Town of Peterborough. Members of the 
Council,-Charles Hudson, Esq., mayor, James H~rvey, Joseph Spenceley, 
John Reid, Thomas Chambers, Clarke Spalding, James T. Henthorn, 
Edmund Chamberlen, Egerton Perry, M.D., Thomas Hutcheson, Robin­
son Ruthelford and John Haggart. Members of the Building Committee, 

.-Edmund Chambei'len, James T. Henthorn, Thomas Chambers, John 
Reid and James Harvey, Esquires. Walter Sheridan, Esq., architect. 
Mr. David Taylor, contractor. (Signed) W. H. Wrighton, Town Clerk." 

The importance of the occasion was such, that it was arranged that an 
ox should be roasted whole, wherewith to entertain "all and singular" who 
might choose to accept the hospitality of the town. This part of the 
programme was literally car~ied out, but, unfortunately, while revolving 
upon the spit, the body of the ox was carried away, either piecem,eal or 
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cntirc, by pcrsons whose guilt was ncvcr verificd; and thus thc grcat feast 
of'tbc evening fell to the portion of others than those for whom it was 
intended. A sumptuous dinncr was howcver served by Thomas Chambers, 
Esq., at his "Commercial Hotel," which was followed by speeches a~d such 
conviviality as is usual on occasions of the ki~d. 

111 January, 1851, W. S. Conger, Esq., submitte~ to the County 
Council an elaborate scheme in refercnce to the best mode of promoting 
the settlement of the wild lands in the rear of the coun~y'- . His plan was 
" That the Government should dispose of all the waste o! unsold lanc;1s. of 
the Crown to the several County Councils where sU,ch laJ?.d~ may l,ie, ~t a 
nominal price of say 6d. or Is. per acre-payment for the same to be made 
by the Councils in Debentures, bearing interest and redeemable in twenty 
years. The fund so created to be applied towards the establishment of ~ 
permanent common school fund. The conditions of the sale to the counties 
to be that these lands should be re-sold by them at a low price, varying from 
2s. 6d. to 7 s. 6d. per acre, according to value-and on time if the parties re­
quired it-to actual settlers only. The entire proceeds of such sales, after 
providing for the payment of the interest upon the purcbase and· any 
incidental expenses, to be anticipated by debentui:es, and laid out in making 
roads tbereto."* 

The Committee of the Council declined to enter into such an arrange­
ment, on the gro~nd that "they con~idered the pl~n of too' great ma~itud~ 
to be entertained by a county so young as tbis."f The Cou~cil, however~ 
memorialized the Governor in Council in respect to the wild lands in re~~ 
of the county, and prayed that these lands be offered for sale at low ,ates 
to actual settlers, and that the proceeds of sales of such lands might be 
spent in opening up roads through the back coill~try. 

" . , I": 

During tbe year 1851, a public sewer was constructe!! on Ge(lrge street, 
from a distance of one cbain north of Hunter street, solltP-ward W King 
street, along or rather beneath which it escltpes to the Otonabee river. 
This work was of the greatest public utili~y, and contribulied largely in 
succeeding years w the health of the town. 

The close of the year 1851 brought with it the end of another Parlia­
mentary term, and with this the in,evitable result,-a n,ew el~ction. This 
time the contest lay between James Hall, Esq., the. fo~mer member, and 

• Peterborough De.,P'ltch, February 2'th, 185!. 
t Report'of Committe. on County Property, January alat, ~801. 
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JOM L~n~t6n,Esq., ~ne of the defeated candidates at the previous elec­
tion. Thomas Short ~i::td Robert Reid, E'squires, were respe~tively "Mr. 
Hall's mover Itnd seconder; Mr. Langto~'s nomiu"ation was moved by 
Thoma's Bell, Esq., of Smith, and seconded by Mr. Sa~lUel Davidson, of 
MarIposa. Mr. Hall was avowe'dly a Reformer. Mr. Langton's politics 
were those of a moderate Cbriservative. :Both gentlemen addressed the 
electors at the nomination with much spirit, and the show of ha~ds, when 
taken, was slightly in Mr. Langton's favor. The result of the election 
placed Mr. Langton at the head of the poll by a m~jority of 70. 

TQw.ards the close of the year of 1851, a by-law of the County Council 
was passed, instructing the Warden to execute and transfer a deed, in 
trust, of the general Protestarit burying ground in Peterborough to the 
Town Council, the said ground consisting of lots one two and three on the 
south side of McDonell street and west of George street, and lots one, two 
and three north of Murray street and west of George street; and also to 
transfer for school purposes to the Town Council lot number five on the 
south side of London street, and lot number ten on the north side of 
King street, both being west of George street, but such official transfer 
appears never to have been actually made, or if made, not registered. 

In the following year, (1852), two fine brick buildings were erected on 
the Market Square, on the corner of George and Simcoe streets, which 
were at once occupied, but were unfortunately destroyed by fire in June, 
1857. Soon after, the present market block rose on the ruins. Its taste­
ful front is creditable to the ~wn, while its capacious shops, of great depth, 
afford ample acc6~modation for the e~tensive business carried on within 
their precincts. TheSe buildi~gs were erected, Rot by the corporation, but 
by private individuals, under a ground lease for. 2~ years; the town being 
then bound either to renew the leases, or pay fo~ the improvements at an 
estimate of their value. 

In 1852, the first three shops of Mr. Burnham's block were completed, 
and the.remainder, including the building known as Caisse's hotel, in 
1858. In the year 1854, the county was divided into two grammar school 
districts; embr~cing r~pectively the eastern and. w~stern sections of the 
county,-both of which have since offered excellent facilities for acquiring 
a classical education, the advantages of ~hicli have been full;y appreciated. 
Froin and after j~ly of that year, a daily mail arrived at Peterborough, by 
means of t,hc steamer Otonabe~, until the close of navigation. 

10* 
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Soon after the incorporation of the town, in 1850, an agitation was 
commenced for the closing of the old burial ground i-a result which was 
not formally accomplished until 1854. During the interim, however, and 
chiefly through the influence of W. S. Conger, Esq., a Joint Stock Com­
pany was formed, which purchased the beautiful wooded promontory, just 
below the Little Lake, formerly known as Moe's point, and this was ap­
propriated to the purposes of a cemetery, for which, in many respects, it is 
well adapted. The ground has been tastefully laid out, and to some extent 
ornamented i but notwithstanding its fine natural advantages, there is still 
room for improvement, which will no doubt be accomplished as rapidly as 
the funds of the company admit of the necessary expenditure. 

About the same time, the Wesleyan Methodists secured an eligible plot 
of ground, north of the town, in which to bury their dead; and a few years 
later, the Roman Catholics purchased several acres, in Monaghan, just 
outside of the limits of the town, for the same purpose. 

In July, 1854, the Hincks-Morin Cabinet was defeated during the 
debate on the address, on a motion expressing regret that the Clergy­
Reserve and Seignorial Tenure questions were not to be taken up by the 
Government. In consequence of this defeat, a general election ensued i and 
Mr. Langton, returning to his constituents, was re-elected by acclamation. 
The McNab-Morin Administration was the result of the combination which 
then followed, by which, as the reader will probably remember, these great 
questions were successfully grappled with, and finally settled. 

Towards the close of the year 1855, Mr. Langton accepted the office of 
Auditor-General of the Province, and thus another vacancy occurred in 
the representation of the county, which was filled by an election held on 
the 22nd and 23rd days of January, 1856. The candidates on this occa­
sion were W. S. Conger, Esq., first Sheriff of the Colborne District who , 
resigned that office for the purpose of entering Parliament,-Frederick 
Ferguson, Esq., formerly Treasurer and Land Agent of the county, and 
Augustus Sawers, Esq., who about that time came into prominence as a 
leading politician. 

After a very vigorous canvass, on the part of the gentlemen first named 
~n which the Hon. George Brown, M. P. P., took an active part in th~ 
mterest of Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Conger was elected by a majority of 298 
over Mr. Ferguson i the third candidate-Mr. Sawers-having polled only 
seventeen votes. 
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On the 9th day of February, 1856, James Hall, Esq., an ex-M.P. P., 
for tile United Counties, was gazetted Sheriff in place of' W. S. Conger, 
Esq., who had resigne!i that office, as already stated. 

The year 1856 was unusually prolific of new buildings in Peterborough, 
and these, too, mostly of a superior class. The Peterborough Review for 
September of that year notices them as follows: 

"First we have a couple of stores erected by P . Ryan Esq., on his property 
on south George street. The building is of brick, three stories 
high. The front is ornamented with rai~ed brick work in the form of 
pillars, surmounted by a neat brick cornice, and supported upon cast iron 
pillars. With one exception, the building is the neatest yet erected in 
town. The shops will be very large and lofty, and will each have a hall 
door leading to the upper stories from the front. The building immedi­
ately fronts the market square, and when the projected waggon bridge 
across the Otonabee, at the locks, is completed, and an entrance to ·the 
town from the township of Otonabee made at the south end, ~he stand will 
be a very excellent one." 

"Next we have the buildings erected by W. Cluxton Esq., on George street. 
These buildings are very much superior to anything of the kind heretofore 
attempted in Peterborough, and while being an ornament to the town, 
reflect the -greatest credit upon the public spirit of the proprietor. The 
buildings are four stories high, the front being of white brick, and sup­
ported on chaste iron pillars and stretchers. The windows of the second 
and third stories are slightly arched at the top; while those of the fourth are 
circular topped. The sashes are painted a dark brown color, and the 
"lights" are unusually large. Surmounting the front is a neat cornice of 
wood, covered with zinc, and sanded, supported by neatly carved dentals, 
which are also sanded, thus making them fire-proof. The building is flat 
roofed, covered with tin. The sashes of the shop windows are of cast 
iron, of very light structure, and the glass is to be of the finest British 
plate. The shops will be very spacious, and being on the west side of the 
street, will be shaded during the greater part of the day. Both these 
buildings and those of Mr. Ryan were built by Mr. David Carlisle," [and 
their general deseription will apply equally to the adjoining block of two 
stores, subsequently erected by Jas. Stevenson and T. Bradburn, Esqrs.J 

"Mr. McFarlane has also put up a couple of stores of brick, on Hunter 
street. The building is two stories in heigh't, tllC front being of white 
brick, surn!Ountcd by a brick cornicing. Mr. Ritchie was the builder." 
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"J. T. Henthorn, Esq., has comme~~ed his b~ilding6 0; Hunter street. 
Three of them will be erected this fall. The buildings will be three storieS, 
with brick cornicing and fiat roof, covered with tin. The shops facing on 
Hunter street will be single, those on George street double. So soon as 
this block is completed, it will very much improve the appearance of the 
town. 1\11'. Henthorn deserves credit for his energy and enterprise. The 
loss of the building~ formerly on this corner, by fire, would have been 
sufficient to paralyzc a less energetic mind. 1\'1r. Spencely is the builder." 

Mr. Hall's brick buildings on Hunter street are finished. *' * 
In Peterboro' East, R. D. Rogers, Esq., has put up a two story brick buildihg, 
with the end facing the street, the end wall being capped with cut stone

l 

and the figures 1856 cut out of the brick. The shol> is fitted up with 
iron shutters, and but for the shingled roof, might, doubtless, class as a 
fire-proof building." 

" Thus it will be seen that without any great amount of display, the 
business part of Peterborough is progressing rapidly; while the suburbs, 
if we may so name the outskirts, are being every where studded with 
dwelling houses." 

In addition to the foregoing excellent description of these buildings, we 
may remark, that Mr. Cluxton's fine block was erected on the model of 
one in Buffalo, N. Y., specially selected by that gentleman for this purpose, 
and that this, together with the style of buildings since erected on the 
principal streets, has led visitors to Peterborough to designate this as "an 
American town,", which, indeed, it mope nearly resembles than perhaps 
any other town in Canada. 

1\'11'. Henthorn added to those mentioned above, two brick stores on 
George street, in 1859. In 1858 he again suffered by fire in the destruc­
tion of a large frame hotel, which is still remembered as the first two story 
frame house erected in Peterborough; and a third time in 1860, when a 
large bakery, wi~h stables and sheds, all on the same premises, were con­
sumed. His fine block was completed by the addition of two large white 
brick stores, fronting on George street, in the year 1862. 

I In March 1857, died Dr. Connin, a veteran Surgeon of the British 
Navy, who had been in many notable engagements, and for the services he 
had rendered received a medal and two clasps. He was acting Surgeon to 

one of the transport vessels which brought to the~e shores the immigrants 
of 182G, under the late Hon, Peter Robinson. 
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In April of, that year, the Peterborough ~ific company was organized. 
W. 4. Sco~t, Esq., was then Captain, and so continued until November, 
22nd" ~861, whep, on his res,igna~ion, Lieutenant Edwin Poole was 
P!~~()t~d to the Captaincy; a position he has since retained, with the 
additional honor of having been temporarily appointed "l\;iajor during the 
recent ter~ of active service on frontier duty. 

',', I II -,' 

The P~t~lib()rough Infantry Compa.ny No.1, Captain Kennedy, was 
orga~iz,ed, i,n Janllary, 1863. The Lakefield Infantry COlppany, Captain 
Le,ig~, in 1862; Ashb!1ffiham Infantry Company No.1, R. D, Rogers, 
Esq., Captain, in 1863; while during the present year, (1866,) Peterborough 
Infantry Company No.2, Captain the Hon: Sidney Smith, has been organized 
and equipped, and permission granted tor the formation of' an Independent 
Com'p~ni; under the command of Lieut-Colonel F. W. Haultain, nI. p, P. 
both 'ot' :.which latter companies are now rapidly progressing in drill. 

An elec~ion for the Tre~t Division was held on the 31st of October, and 
th,~, ~4' ~~Novem?,er, 1856,-a holiday i;ntervening between the two days 
otpoWng. The candidates were P.- M. Grove!, ~sq., of ~orwood, who 
reti~~d on the day of nomin~tion, Thomas Short, Esq., of Keene, and the 
H()p. Edmund Murney, of Belleville. The last named gentleman was 
electe~b.Y a majority of 238. 

J?uring the next election for the county, held on the 23rd and 24th days 
of j)ece~ber, 1857,' Tho~a:s Sho;t, Esq., was the succe§sful candidate, and 
defe~uidW. S. Conger, Esq., -by a majority o( 315 votes. Augustus 
S~wers, Esq., was aiso a candidate at that election, and again polled 
seventeen votes. - ., .. 

The succeeding election for the county WilS held on the 9th and 11 th 
d~y~~~ J~~:r, 1861. Mr: Short did not again t\ff~r h,imseWas a candidate, 
and the electors were called upon to choose between W. S. Conger, Esq., 
and tl~ui~Col~ F. W. Haultain, until then a comparativ:e s~ranger in the 
county. The result was a majority of thirty votes for' Col. Haultain, who 
was "eclare~dulyel~cted accordingly. . 

I :01, ,. • ., _ 

In February, 1858, George Barker Hall, Esq., then for several years 
Jqdge of the United Counties of Peterborough and Victoria, breathe~ his 
l~~, at his residerice, Beavermead, near Peterborough.' - He was deeply 
regret~tlby al~~ge- circ1~'~r'ffiends, 1>y whom he was beloved, and by the 
e~tire co~nty, by whom he was '~espe~ted ~nd admit:ed for the integrity 
and a,bilhy with wbiqh.he discharge~his official duty as Co~nty Ju,~ge . 

• :~ .fl ~- .,1 "/' I .1 ,-, '''\'.'J::,.JJ., :: . /11_,', ,-, ~ 

• 



We omitted to state, in the propel' place, that this gentlemen was elected 
to reprcscnt this county in Parliament in 1844, and filled the duties of 
that position with much ability until 1847, when, on the death of Judge 
McKyes, he was appointed to the office of County Judge, which he retained 
until the period of his death. 

Soon after this event, Robert l\'Iant Boucher, Esq., was appointed to the 
seat thus rendered vacant, and still.dischargcs the duties of that onerous 
position. Prcvious to his appointmcnt as Judge, this gentleman had been 
Warden of the Counties of Northumberland and Durham, in the former 
of which he residcd as a practising Barristcr. 

In March, 1858, W. S. Conger, Esq., brought prominently under the 
notice of the Government and the country, his great scheme for rendering 
the waters of thc Trent and Otonabce rivers navigablc by the construction 
of a ship canal, to connect the waters of thc Bay of Quinte with those of 
the Georgian Bay. To this subject he devoted a considerablc portion of 
time and a very great amount of labor, in collecting facts, and bringing 
them under the notice of successive Parliamcnts during his public career 
as membcr for the county. But thc discussion of rival projects, and the 
magnitude of thc undertaking itself, prevented it from passing beyond the 
arena of parliamentary discussion, and the formality of official enquiry. 

The same gentleman also took a prominent part in an agitation for the 
construction of a leading gravel road through the county. Considerable 
discussion was elicited on this subject, and a vote of the people taken in 
March, 1858, but with a result unfavorable to this project, which was 
consequently abandoned. 

In 1858, the three story block of Messrs. Nicholls & Hall was erected. 
As most persons in the town and county are aware, it consists of two 
large stores, fronting on Simcoe street, where a very extensive business is 
carried on by these gentlemen, both in dry goods and groceries. 

During the same year, the new townships in the rear of the County of 
Peterborough were attached to this county for judicial and municipal 
purposes. 

In September, 1858, Peterborough East, long known uuder the 
soubriquet of the "Scotch vil!age," was incorporated as a separate munici­
pality, under the name of the Village of Ashburnham. There is but 
little to add, in addition to what has been already written of its proirres8 
• " I 
In connection with the town. The fine residence of the Rev. Mark Burn-

" 
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ham, overlooking the Otonabee and a part of the town, wa~ Greeted during 
the years 1853-4. The fine dwplling houDe, of red brick, in the Gothic 
style of architecture, on the rising ground, overlooking the village, 
erected by the Rev. J. W. R. Beck, Rcctor of Pctcrborough, was built in 
1859 and 1860. The comlllodious brick school house, elegantly furni~hed, 
was cOlllplctcd ill 1863. Thc terminus of the Cobourg and Pctcrborough 
railway is situatcd in the centre of the village, but since the closing of 
that road in 1860, thc buildings havc been uselcss, and the station grounds 
comparati velydeserted. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

THE PRINCE OF WALES IN PETERBOROUGH. 

An event never to be forgotten by the citizens of Peterborough and the 
neighboring townships, was the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales to this town, in September, 1860. As soon as it became certainly 
known that Peterborough was to be thus honored, meetings were held of 
the Town and County CQuucils, and the sum of $2400 placed at the 
disposal of a Committee who were appointed to make the necessary prepa­
rations to give His Royal Highness a fitting reception. To afford any 
adequate idea of the extent and completeness of the arrangements made on 
this occasion, we cannot do better than quote the following paragraphs 
entire, from the Peterborough Review extra, issued on the following day: 

"There are three arches erected by the Committee. One in Ashburnham, 
nearly opposite Mr. Roger's store; one on Hunter street, opposite St. 
John's Church; and one on George street, above McGregor's Hotel. 
They are really very fine structures, and their appearance is strikingly 
imposing. That in Ashburnham is a Roman design. On the east side of 
it, and surmounting the main arch, is thc Prince of Wales Plume, under 
this the word "Welcome," in large letters. The redt of the arch is hand­
somely covered with cvergreens. On the west side are the Royal Arms, 
over the words "God save the Queen," the body of the arch, like the 
reverse side, being covered with evergreens. 

The yiew, in approaching this arch, IS very fine. The Town Hall, 
11 



7·1 

Market Llock aUlI Cai~~e'ti hotel arc tieen in the di:;tance illlpiu::;ing upou the 
bright shrubbery of Clon~ilht Hill iu the rear, and giviuc' the illlpression 
of a large eity aeross the river. 

" The arch opposite the Church iti a Tudor arch. Along the centre, and 
immediately undcr the battlement~, on the east side, <Ire .the words "W" cl­
come to Peterborough." On the south towel' is a panel surrounded by 11 

wreath, combining the rose, thistle, shamrock and maple leaf, and within 
the wreath is the letter "P." Oil the north tower a similar panel has the 
letter '·W." The west side was allotted by the Committee to the Temper­
ance organizations, who decoratcd it according to their taste. On the cen­
tre, under the battlements, is the word "Telllperanee," surmounting a scroll 
with the words "Perseverance and Industry." Over the north bide arch 
is the motto "Union is Strength"; ovcr the south "Knowledge is Power." 
On the north tower, the emblem amI motto of the Good Templars: a 
fountain, and the word~ "Faith, Hope aud Charity," are fixed in a panel. 
On the south towel' those of' the Sons of Telllperanee: a triangle and star, 
with the words "Love, Purity and Fidelity." The ever::;l'een was beauti­
fully interspersed with flo'H'rs, greatly relieving the appearance and adding 
materially to the effect.·' 

" The third arch, that near McGregor's hotel, is decidedly the finest of 
the three. It is in the Gothic style. On the north side of it, that first 
approachcd by the Prince, immediately above the centre arch, are the 
words, "Welcome, thrice welcomc to Canada," surmounted by a shield sup­
ported by beavers, and having upon it the Royal Arms. On the east 
tower, near the top, is a cornucopia, over the words, "Peace and Plenty," 
and under it a panel with the words, "Canada, the brightest gem in the 
British Crown." On the west tower is a sheaf of wheat, over the word 
"Agriculture," and a panel with the words, "Albert our future King." 
On the south side of the arch, over the main entrance, are the words, 
"Victoria," "Albert," over thcse the Royal Arms in a shield, supported by 
beavers. On each towcr is the Crown, Bible and Sceptre, and under 
them, on one, "God Save", on thc other "the Queen". Lower down, the 
towers are panelled, one panel enclosing the words, "Our God and our 
Country"; the other, "The Queen and Constitution." This arch, ap­
proached by the procession from the north, had a most imposing appearance. 
Through it, George street with its hundreds of flags of every size and color, 
and its festoonings and mottoes of evergreens, and the lumberer'S arch, 
manned by a score of lumbermen, appeared like a glimplile of fairy land. 



75 

The COliP d'a;tl was magnificent, exceeding, according to the statement of 
gentlemen in the Royal party, anything they had yet witnessed in their 
tour. 

"At the intersection of George and Simcoe streets and George and Hunter 
streets, large poles hnd been erected, tastefully wreathed with evergreens, 
surmounted by a large flag, and having festoonings of flags extended from 
the pole to the buildings on the four corners. From the string of flags 
were wreaths of evergreens to the poles, the whole having a very fine 
appearanee from whatever dire.etion approached." 

"On the Court House green a pavillion had been erected, for the presen­
tation of the nddresses, covered with canvass awning, and beautifully 
festooned. It wns handsomely carpeted, and a chair, covered with scarlet 
cloth, placed on it for His Royal Highness. In front of it seats had been 
fixed for 1000 children; and the rising ground of the Court House park 
afforded easy standing room for 30,000 people." 

" It is impossible to speak in terms of too high praise of the zeal mani­
fested by the citizens generally in giving to their buildings the best possible 
holidayappearanee. Foremost, however, among the private decorations 
was the lumberer's arch. It was placed upon George street, near Charlotte 
street. The lumber was furnished by MeRsrs. Snyder and Dickson, the 
teams by lumberers generally. Mr. Shaw had charge of the erection, and 
under his guidance, the whole was completed within fourteen hours of the 
time of its commencement. It was a triple arch, the lumber being so 
piled as to give to the curves a beautiful appearanee. On the top of it, 
were a couple of deer, on each side of' these a bark canoe, and as the pro­
cession approached, twenty-five lumbermen, uressed in red shirts and black 
pants, very pictures of able bodied, well developed men, were ranged along 
the top. On the face of the arch, immediately above the centre, was a 
Prince of Wales plume, with the words, "Welcome, Prince of Wales," and 
on one side the words in a scroll, ('the source of our wealth," on the other 
"ships, colonies and commerce." 'Ve detract nothing from the other 
decorations when we pronounce this one to have been the finest, as it wall 
~he most characteristic of the place, of them all. There was neither nail 

~or saw used in this erection." 

" Starting from the station in Ashburnham, the streets were all lined 
;vith spruce trec~, and from the bnilding~ hung flngfl and evergreen fes-

11* 
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toonings. The bridge was prettily decorated with rows of flags along the 
different spans, and cmerging from it, the Tudor arch, with its battle­
ments and flags, loomed in view. The Post Office building was covered 
with evergTccu fCRtoonings and wreaths, tastefully arranged. Over the 
door was the Prince of Wales plume, and on each sidc the letters A. E. 
Above this, extending the whole length of the bui)ding, were the words, 
in bold letters, "A thousand welcomes to the Prince." Continuing on 
towards George street, every building was decorated. McKellar and 
Cameron's had the appropriate motto "pro Regina et Pab·in." Ormond 
~'" Gilmour's was wreathed with evergreen and red maple bow>l. Facing 
Hunter street were the Royal Arms and the triple plume, and the mottoes 
"Our Queen and the land we live in," and "Thrice weleome to England's 
future King." Facing George street were the wordR "Victoria, Albert," 
and, in the corner window, a very handsome Prince of Vvales plume niade 
with flowers. Turning up George street, Swayne's cabinet shop was 
handsomely wreathed with evergreens. Over the entrance was a triple 
plume of spruce branches, and above it a beaver, with tile motto "labor 
omnia vincet." Opposite this, McGregor's hotel was elaborately decorated 
with wrcaths and festoonings of evergreens, interspersed with rosettes of 
red, white and blue, and having a beautiful crown, projecting from one of 
the galleries. Following still the line marked out for the procession, Miss 
Bailey's house on 'Water street displayed the words "welcome" iu ever­
green, and Messrs. Johnston's the words "Long live the Prince." All 
along Water street the same tasteful display was visible. Over Dr. Burn­
ham's gate the word "welcome" was placed, and the fence wreathed; and 
along George street to the arch was planted with spruce trees. Pa~sing 
the corner of Hunter street again, and continuing down George street, 
Kempt's Medical Hall had a very pretty balcony of evergreens raised above 
the shop door, draped with flowers, and having upon it a very handsome 
crown of flowers. On the balcony were the words "Welcome, Albert 
Prince of Wales." From the building was hung a handsome white banner 
with the Royal Arms painted upon it. Cluxton's, Stevenson's and Brad­
burn's four story buildings were very handsomely decorated. A large flag 
waved above the building, and from the roof, overhanging the street, a 
great number of flags and streamers were suspended. A handsome festoon­
ing of red, white and blue fell from the cornice, and along the fuee of the 
buildings; on white doth, were the words, in large letters, "'Yelcome, 
Albert Edward, Prince of Wales:' Below this were the words "Rejoice, 
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Canada is honoured this· day," and the Royal Arms with a wreath of ever­
green around it. Further down, the market block had around the roof, 
above the corniee, a chain of evergreens, with posts every six feet, sur­
mounted by flags. Across the street from the building to the opposite 
side were hung flags, one very fine one with the Prince of Wales plume 
upon it. From every window a flag was suspended, and on the top of the 
building a couple of large flags werc raised on tall flag Rtaffs. In front of 
the Review office was a beaver ~mrrounded by maple leaves and a crown of 
flowers, and over the door of the Toronto bank was a handsome white triple 
plume. The E:wminer office was almost covered with evergreens. It 
had the word "welcome" in spruce, and a couple of sheaves of wheat capped 
the whole. Caisse's hotel had a flag from every window, and a couple on 
the roof. The awning in front was very lwndsomely wreathed with ever­
greens, and at intervals along it were placed coloured lamps. From Ryan's 
and Poole's flags. were hung. Going round the market square, the Town 
Hall was wreathed with evergJ:eens, and along the verandah, at intervals, 
were placed flags. The Bank of Montreal was very handsomely decorated. 
Round the door was a wreath of evergreens surmounted by an evergreen 
triple plume. On the face of the building, in letters beautifully formed of 
spruce, and placed on crimson cloth, were the words "·Welcome, A. E. 
Prince of Wales." Messrs. Nicholls & Hall's premises were festooned with 
red, white and blue cloth, and flags and evergreens, and had a very imposing 
appearance." 

" Besides these, every building had something to indicate the warmth of 
the reception. Hosts of "Welcomes" and "Bien venus" printed on paper 
could be seen, and away in the country as far as the eye could stretch, 
flags flying indicated the loyalty of the people. Throughout the whole 
town there was scarcely one house without its flag or green bow; along 
the line of procession there was only one dark undecorated spot. It was a 
stone building near Lannin's hotel." 

" The day for which all this activity of preparation had been shown was 
as fine a one as could be desired. During the preceding night the streets 
had been watered, and along the route of the procession there was compara­
tirely little dust. About nine ~'clock the children were arranged in their 
seats, and about ten the Rifle Company marched over to the Railway 
station. An immense crowd had gathered, and about half-past ten the 
TelllllCl'anCe bodies arrived on the grounll, dressed in their regalia, and 
having their flags unfurled. The train arrived about half-past eleven. 
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As it approached, the crowd f'ent up a cheer ouch as has seldom rent the 
air in this neighborhood, and a general rnsh was made for the platform. 
With the greatest difficulty the space for the carriages was kept clear. 
,\8 soon as His Royal Highness, who was dressed in plain clothes, entered 
his carriage, the Rifle Company presented :ml1s. Some little delay 
occurred in getting the procession started, owing to the crush of people; 
but it was soon got over, and left in the following order ;-

Marshal, ou horseback, 
Two Deputy Marshals, on horseback, 

Warden and Counties Council, in carringes, 
Mayor aBd Town Council, in carriages, 

Sheriff and County Judge, in carriage, 
Carriage with 

PRINCE AND GOVER~OR GENERAL, 
And the Rifle Company as a Guard of 

honour marching on each side 
of the carriage. 

The Duke of Newcastle, Earl St. Germains, 
General Bruce and others of the Prince's 

suite in carriages. 
Members of the l,egislature, in carriages, 

Executive Committee, in carriages, 
Band, 

Two Marshals, on horseback, 
Temperance Organizations. 

Inhabitants. 

The procession moved forward in this order through Ashburnham, the 
road on each side being crowdeo. with people, who cheered heartily, and 
crossed the bridge. As it passed through the arch on Hunter street, thc 
people who were crowded on the high sloping ground on either side, sent 
forth cheer after cheer, the ladies in the windows waived their handker­
chiefs, and threw bouquets to the Prince, ano. the wildest enthusiasm pre­
vailed until he reached the Court House grouno.s. Here he alighted from 
his carriage, and, with his suite, ascended the dais; the County Council 
taking up a position at his right, the Town Council and Committee at his 
left, and the Rifle Company on each side of the platform in a space reserv­
e.l for them. As soon :IS he appean::(l on the platform, the thousand 
chilJrcn who occupied the seats immediately in front, and who were most 
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neatly dre~:;cd, sang, uuder thc dircction of Mr. Glover and Mrs. Hcath­
field, as follows :-

"(iod save our gracious Queen, 
Long may Victoria l'eign, 
God save thc Queen. 

~end her victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
Long to reign over us, 

God save the Queen !" 

" Thy choicest gifts in store, 
-On her be pleased to pOUl', 
Long may she reign. 

May she defend our laws, 
And ever give us cause, 
To sing with heart and voice, 

God save the Queen !" 

"Gl'ant, Lord, our fervent prayer, 
i'ltill for old England's heil', 
Thy love evince. 

Watch 0' er his early days, 
Guide him in wisdom's ways, 
So shall he sing Thy prai"e, 

(Jod save the Prince !" 

"The singing was very good indeed, and the appearance of the children most 
commendable. The Prince and thosc with him seemed much delighted 
with the view from the dais. '1'he fine sloping ground in front, gave to 
the 15,000 people assembled an ample opportunity to see the Royal party, 
and to be seen to the best advantage by them; and we doubt whether, 
since his arrival in this country, he has stood before a happier, a morc 
industrious, or a more loyal people." 

After the singing, addresses were rcad by William Lang, Esq., Warden, 
on behalf of the county, and by Augustus Sawers, Esq., Mayor, from the 
town, to which the Prince replied :-

" GENTLEMEN :-1 thank you sincerely for the address which you 
have presented to me. 

"In the Queen's name I acknowledge the expressions of your loyalty to 
her crown and person; and for myself I am grateful to you for this welcome 
to your neighborhood." 

A deputation from Cavan also presented an address, signed by John 
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Swu.in, Esq" llecvc of Lhu.t township, for which His Royal lIighllC'~ 

expressed his cordial thanks," 

"After the presentation of the addresses, the GO\'ernor General, having 
intimated that the limited time at the disposal of His Royal Highness, would 
compel hi!}1 to move ru.piclly through the town, the Rifle Company marched 
directly to the Port Hope station, to receive the Prince when he came up. 
The procession passed through the principal strects, the crowds cheering 
lustily as before, and as the Princc's carriage passed under the lumberer's 
arch, the mcn on it raiscd such a cheer as proved that the capacity of their 
voices was quite equal to the magnificent proportions of their persons: In 
a little less than an hour from the time the Prince arrived, he entered hi~ 
(;<11' from the platform on Hunter street, and left, leaving after him thou­
sands of hearts beating not only with a warm loyalty to his Royal Mother, 
but a whole souled personal attachmcnt to himself." • 

" In the evening, Cu.issc's hotel was brilliantly illuminatcd, and fire-works 
were set off from the building. A large crowd of pcrsons were in the 
streets. to witness thc display, which lastcd until about tcn o'clock, after 
which all went quictly home; the evcnts of' the day having !Jassed over 
without any disturbance of the public peace, and without a single accident 
or mishap to detract from its enjoyment. It was indeed a day of pleasure 
without one particle of alloy, Long will the visit of the Prince of Wales 
to Peterborough be chel:ished as the brightest, happiest day she has 
known." 

CHAPTER XV. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

During the year 1861, Peterborough was visited by three severe fires; 
the 1110st extensive of which occurred in August of that year, and swept 
nearly the entire square, bounded by George, Simcoe, 'Water and Hunter 
Streets. A few shops on the north-western corner, the shops of Messrs. 
Nicholls & Hall, and one or two others on the south of the block indicated, 
were all that escaped the fury of the flames. Twenty-nine places of busi­
ness were burned, and a scene of desolation marked the very centre of the 
town. Thanks to the energy and enterprise of our citizens, the ground 
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thus denuded has been rebuilt, and a bettcr cIa oS u1' buildings have taken 
the places of the forlller ones; many of which were of wood, and furnished 
ready fuel to the fire. The present Post Office block, of three stories, 
erected in 1861, is one of these, and so also are the tasteful brick stores 
on the eastern side of George street, now in the very heart of the business 
portion of the town. 

Notwithstanding the serious loss to thc town by this a.pd other fires, it 
was not until Novembel', 1862, that a Fire Company was fully organized, 
and proper steps taken to secure the usefulness of the engine, hose, &c. 

Before concluding our reference to the buildings of Peterborough, we 
add that the fine block owned by James Stevenson and Thomas Bradburn, 
Esquires, consisting of two large shops, of four stories each, was erected 
during 1860. The fine row of numerous white brick stores, extending 
from·these southward to Simcoe street, the property of 1\'lrs. Joseph Dixon, 
were all, excepting two towards the centre, erected in the autumn of 1865, 
or summer of 1866, after the wooden buildings which occupied their site 
had been destroyed by fire. 

Two prominent citizens passed away from earth during the year 1861. 
One of these, Augustus Sawers, Esq., was during the previous year Mayor 
of the town, had some years previously founded the Exa'flL'iner newspaper, 
and was for a time its Editor and Proprietor. For a few years previous 
to his death" he took an active part in politics, and had warm friends and 
strenuous opponents. "He was possessed of a good physical constitution, a 
vigorous and cultivated mind, a quick perception, and a happy facility in 
expressing his views, either by speaking or writing." His decease occurred 
on the 6th of August, 1861, in his 42nd year. His remains were interred 
in the Little Lake Cemetery. 

The other gentleman to whom reference has been made was Colonel 
Alexander McDonell, whose early services and long public career in this 
county require a more extended notice. 

The late Col. Alexander McDonell came to this cou!ltry with his uncle, 
the late Bishop McDonell, of Kingston, when a mere boy, and before the 
year 1812. During that war, he held a commission as a cadet attached to 
the Canadian fencibles, and was present at and took part in the battle of 
Sackett's harbor. In 1825, he was employed by tlle Hon. Peter Robin­
son to assiilt in locating on their lands the immigrants of that year, and 

12 



~u!J:'C(luelJtly tilled the p()~itielJ vf IllJllJioraut .\~ClJt alld UI'VWlJ Lallll 
Agent tor thi~ CVUlJty. 

In the years 1834 and 1836 he was elected tv Parliament £iJr the North 
Hiding of the .:-Ieweastle District, and was again a candidate at the election 
for the Uolbvrne District in 1841, but was defeated by Dr. nilchrist, who 
also superseded hilll in the office of Crown Laud Agent. During the 
rebellion of 1$37-8, as has been already stated, he was in cOlllmand of the 
second battalion of Northumberland militia. For several years previous 
to his death, he had taken no prominent part in public affairs, but lived as 
a retired "'entleman chiefly at Caisse's hotel, where hc died suddenly, 011 

0' I ' 

the 2Dth of No~ember, 1861. 

., lIe was by birth a ScotchllJan, a, Roman Uatholic ill religious faith, 
and was 7G years of <lse. The funeral took place on Sunday, and was 
attended by a number of our oUest and most respected townsmen. The 
Hille Compauy and ban,d also paid the h"t tribute of honor to the remains, 
by following in the procession, the band IJlaying the dead march. His 
remains were interred in the Little Lake Cemetery." 

-"- few more data and we havc done with this portion of our task. In 
1861 the present new Registry office was built, but was not occupied until 
1863. It was intended to be completely fireproof llot only without, but also 
from within. 

The improvement in the Court House park, and also the fencing of 
that enclosure were commenced in 1863, und completed during the fol­
lowing ycnr. 

On the 1st of J unuary, 1863, the separation of the County of Victoria 
from that of Pcterborough, took effect, and thenceforward that county 
wall launched upon a separate and independent municipal cxi~tence. 

On the 6th of May, 1864, the Town Hall bell was erected in its present 
position in the Market House tower. Its weight is 902 pounds, and itR 
total cost to the town $400. ., On its being placed on its supports, }Ir. 
Chief Engineer Helm, ascended the belfry, and amidst the cheers of the 
bystanders, broke upon it a bottle of wine, and in the name of' the Fire 
Brigade called it 'Protection.' " 

The corner stone of the present new Jail was laid, in presence of the 
Sheriff and County officers, on the 9th of June, 1864, and that st.ructure 
completed during the, ensuing year. The following are the names of the 
gentlemen composing the Building Committee who were entrusted by the 
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County Council with the erection of this important structure :-P. M. 
Grovcr, Esq., chairman, It. D. Rogcrs, John Walton, Peter Pearce, Francis 
Crow and R. E. Birdsall, Esquires. 

Thc following extract from their final rcport, dateCl.January, 1866, is of 
interest in this connection :-

" The total cost of the new jail, as now completed, amounts to thc sum 
of $16,103.35, of which sum the Government paid $6,000. Items of cost 
are as follows:-
Mr. Grant, for original contract ..................................... $12,054 00 
l~xtra work............................................. ................ 1,469 73 
.:\lteratiolls as per order of Inspector..................... ..... ..... SG1 16 
Architect's supervision and plans, furniture, stoves, water-pipes, 

hcating :lpparutus, and furthcr altcrations. suggested by 
the Inspector, including all expenscs of supervision....... 1,718 46 

$16,103 35 
On the 27th day of .July, 1SG4, W. N. Conger, Esq., M. P. P. for this 

county, departed this life, at his residence in Peterborough, deeply regret­
ted by a large circle of friends, both perRolHlI and political. The following 
brief details of hiH career arc here presen ted. 

About the year 1829, he commenced business in Cobourg as a mcrchant. 
He seellls to have had an carly pClU'hail t for public life, for in the election 
for the Newcastle District in 1834 he waH a candidate for Parliament, bnt 
was unsuccessful. During the rebellion of 1837-8, he took a prominent 
part in snpport of the Government, and it is said organized and equipped 
a company of militia mainly at his cnvn expense. On the organization of 
the Colborne District in 1842, he was appointed SheriJi', and continued 
for fourteen years to discharge the dnties of that office to the satisfaction 
of all. In 1856, he resigned the Shrievalty, and entered upon the chequer­
ed and uncertain issues of party political life, with what result has already 
been stated in these pages. In 18G3, both the political parties in this 
county concnrred in his election, whieh was by acclamation; and it was 
while zealously prosecuting his parliamentary duties, and especially fur­
thering his great idea of a ship canal through the waters of the Trent and 
Oto~abee, that he contracted the fatal illness, which, after long prostration, 

terminated in his death. 
Mr. Cnn.!:!;!'r wn~ comtrons :11111 nffahle in the'diAclwl'gc of hiA dnt.ie~ a~ 

12* 
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~heriff. Beth as a citizen and a representative of the people, he was fore­
most in assisting in carrying out projects of interest and utility to the 
town and county. The Little Lake Cemetery Company was formed chiefly 
under his auspices; the County Agricultural Society received a large 
share of his attention, while the opening up and settlement of the back 
country was an object he especially sought to promote, and which hc lived 
to see to a great extent lwcomplished. 

His remains were interred in the Little Lake Cemetery, and during thc 
present autumn (1866) a neat and substantial monument was there erected 
to his memory, by his personal and political friends, aided by a grant from 
the funds of the County Council. 

In September, 1861, a severe election contest for the representation of 
the Trent Division, was held between the Hon. Sidney Smith, (formerly 
of Cobourg, but who soon after this event took up his residence in Peter­
borough) and Billa Flint, Esq., of Belleville. The Hon. S. Smith was 
elected by a majority of 180. In consequence of his resignation in 1864, 
:Mr. Flint again presented his claims to the electors, and was this time 
returned without opposition. This election by acclamation was held in 
September of' that year. 

The Hon. Billa Flint, M. L. C., has shewn himself not an unworthy 
representative of this large electoral Division. One of his recent public 
act~ is worthy of mention here, and of transmission to posterity :-During 
the years 1865 and 1866, he has donated from his private means, the sum 
of ten dollars to each township, or union of townships in the attire Trent 
Division; an area which embraces the County of Peterborough, the North 
Riding of the County of Hastings, and the County of IJennox. 

This munificent gift, which he announces it to be his intention to con· 
tinue, is intended by the donor to be applied in the purchase of prize books, 
for the encouragement of meritorious pupils at our public schools. The 
only condition attached to it is, that an equal sum shall be granted by the 
municipality receiving it towards the same object. This praiseworthy 
design has been earried out in nearly every township in the Division, and 
thereby much good no doubt effected, as well as an example presented 
worthy of imitation. 

In 1863, W. S. Conger, Esq., was elected, without opposition, to repre­
sent. this constitllency,_Col. Haultain having voluntarily retired from the 
field. On the death of 1\Ir. Conger in July, 1864, Col. Haultain again 
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became a candidate, and defeated his opponent-Charles Perry, Esq.,-by 
a majority of 106. 

Col. Haultain is still membcr of Parliament for this town and county. 
We entcr not here into the merits of the political issues re~ulting ill his 
election, or of his subsequent career. Suffice it to say that he has been 
assiduous, and no doubt eonscientious, in the discharge of his public 
duties, and continues to possess the esteem and confidence of a large por­
tion of the constituency which he reprcsents. 

In a future page, and at the close of the portion of this work treating 
of the town and county as a whole, will bc fonnd a tabular statement, 
embodying in small space, for convenience of reference, the facts of the 
several elections referred to in thcse pages. 

Since the foregoing chapters were written, anu while passing through the 
press, another' old resident of the county, and a prominent citizen, has 
passed away from earth. Captain ANDREW SIMON FRASER, J. P., died on 
Tuesday, the 13th day of November, 1866, in his 71st year. His had 
been an eventful career. A native of Roxboroughshire, Scotland, he 
entered the British army at the age of fifteen, passed through the Penin­
sular war, and took part in the battles of Quatre-bras and Waterioo, after 
which he retired from the army, with the rank of Lieutenant, and on half 
pay. In 1833, he settled in Verulam, in the adjoining county, and in 
1847 became a resident of the Town of Peterborough. His name appears 
in a previous page, as Captain in the 7th Provisional Battalion of Peterbo­
rough Militia, established during the eventful times of .1838. For many 
years he was a leading Justice of the Peace in the town and county, and 
was universally respected and esteemed by all who had the pleasure of his 
acquaintance. His remains were interred in the Little Lake C~metery. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

THE RAILROAD ERA. 

The project for the construction of the Grand Junction Railroad, to 
conneet the rivcr St. Lawrence with the Georgian Bay, began to be discussed 
in 1851; and the County Council votcd £450, and soon after £400 more, 
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towards the C'xpen,:cs of a preliminary 3urvey and report in reference to it" 
This action was followed ill 1853 by the passing of a by-law pledging the 
county to take stock in that enterprize to the extent of £100,000. This 
by-ltw was submitted to the several municipalities in the United Counties, 
for approval, and adopted by all except the township of Otonabee, in which 
the vote was almost unanimous against it. Dnring the same year, this 
pl'ojceted road waR amalgamated with the Grand Trunk Railroad, in 
consequence of which the municipalities were relieved from liability for 
the stock ~ub8cribed_ 

High hopes were for a time entertained of the construction and success 
of this road, and some rcckless speculation in land resulted; but owing to 
the breaking out of the Crimean war, and the stringency of the money 
market which attended it, together with the embarassment of the Grand 
Trunk company consequent upon these events, an d other causes, this 
great work was not undertaken, and the hopes whieh it hall raised, and 
the fortunate investments it had promised, were doomed to disappointment. 

Railway magnates at that time slwwel'ed their attentions liberally on 
Peterborough. During the session of 1852-3, a charter was granted for a 
railroad from Kingston to Peterborough; the Cobourg and Peterborough 
railway charter was obtained at the same time, and an amendment of the 
former charter of the Port Hope and Peterborough railway was also 
granted, which authorized that company to build an extension from any 
point on the original line into the County of Victoria as far as the western 
boundary of the township of Mariposa. 

Although Peterborough was the'proposed terminus of both the Cobourg 
and Port Hope railroads, and was consequently largely interested in the 
construction of one oi· both, she pcrsistently refused to contribute the 
smallest aid to eithor, and the result was, that while through the enterprise 
of the people of Cobourg, that road was pushed forward, in spite of all 
obstacles, and opened for traffic in the autumn of 1854, the Port Hope 
company turned their attention towards Lindsay, and after great difficul­
ties, caused in chief part by the nature of the ground, they completed 
their road to that town in the year following. 

Peterborough had thus, by means of the Cobourg road, secured the 
advantage!'; of an outlet by rail, without incuning tho slightest risk or 
"xpenditure, and it.s benefits were at. onC8 felt in the great impul~e ,2;iYcn 
to nertrly eyory hranch of trade, hnt (·,<:pccinlly wa" thi" t.rue in regard to 
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sawn lumber, thc export of which, ii'om threc ur iOllr milliun fcet annually, 
at once incrcased to tweuty llIillions, and in 1058 had incrcased to about 
twenty-sevcn millions of feet,~: and to a still larger figure in latcr year~. 

But unfortunatelyi'or Peterborough, this line failed to prove permanent. 
The bridge across lUeu Lake, built upon piles and pier~, and about three 
miles in length, was terribly shakcn during the winters of 1855-6-7, by the 
action of thc icc; so that for wceks togcther, Peterborough was without 
railway cOllllllunicatiouwith the front. '1 hc position was all the worsc, 
from thcfact, that the tradc of thc fiuc townships west of Peterborough, 
which might easily have becn centred hcre, was being divcrted to the sta­
tions, and passing off along the line, of the Port Hope and Lindsay road, 
then completed and in active operation. Soon after that line was opened to 
Lindsay, John Fowler, Esq., became Its Lcssee and Managing Director; 
and, fully impressed with the imporfanee of securing the trade of Peter­
borough, as a feeder for that line, and also of thc case with which a branch 
line could be built through thc almost continuous flat and swampy land 
lying in the direct line between Millbrook and Peterborough, he commenced 
a vigorous agitation in reference to its construction. The cxisting Port, 
Hope, Lindsay and Beaverton railway company were uuable to build it; 
and Mr. Fowler's plan was to get the corporations of Port Hope and 

,Peterborough mainly to construct it, and then lease it from the company 
for a term of years for a nominal sum, but guaranteeing to the corporations 
named 6 per cent. on the stock subscribed, to be paid annually. Port 
Hope saw at once the importance of securing even a portion of this trade, 
and promptly subscribed £10,000 stock. Messrs. Tate and Fowler sup­
plied another £10,000, and the town of Peterborough, after much discus­
sion, adopted a by-law guaranteeing £30,000 for the same purpose. From 
these 50urces, but mainly through the energy and p~rseveranee of Mr. 
John Fowler, the road was commenced in the fall of 1857, and on the 
20th of May, 1858, a train passed over it with the Government Inspecting 
Engine!lrs. "On the 21st, a party composed of the, Railway Board and 
Town Council of Port Hope came to Peterborough, and on the 24th, owing 
to the kindness of the contractor, a free excursion of 3000 people frol11 
Port Hope visited Peterborough; while on the 31st, a return excursion 
from Peterborough to Port Hope was made."t Peterborough was thus, 
by means of the branch to the main line at :Millbrook, provided with a 

• Directory, 1856. (T. & R. Whl!e.) 

t Ibid. 



88 

second outlet by rail to the front, which, be~ides proving permanent, has 
been of illdi;;penoible utility to the town, and ha~ also in no Illllall degree 
tended to increase the prosperity of Port Hope. So well pleased, indeed, 
was that town with the result of the investment of £10,000, in this branch 
road, that she has never asked nor received a penny of direct return, 
although entitled to six per cent. upon the same annually. It may be 
mentioned, however, that Port Hope profited very largely about that time 
from the Municipal Loan Fund, aud, as well as Peterborough, was well 
repaid for this investment by its indirect advantages. 

In order to provide the lUoney for this investment of £30,000, the then 
member for Peterborough, W. S. Conger, Esq., secured for the town, 
Municipal Loan Fund debentures to the extent of £25,000 about to be 
surrendered to the Government by the township of Wolford. The actual 
proceeds of these, however, was only:£20,677 6s. 3d, and some months later, 
the Town of Peterborough issued debentures to the amount of £12,500, 
to complete the sum subscribed. 

The security held by the town for the payment of six per cent. interest 
on the £30,000 stock originally taken by the town, consisted in a mortgage 
upon the lease held by the Lessees of the branch from the Port Hope, 
Lindsay and Beaverton railway company, and as it was extremely doubtful 
that the town could recover its claim under such a mortgage, and the 
interest being in arrears, a compromise was accepted in 1861, whereby the 
Lessees agreed to pay to the Government for the town, the five cents in 
the dollar levied by Act of Parliameut on account of :Municipal Loan 
Fund indebtedness; thus relieving the town of any debt or embarrassment 
on £25,000 of the stock taken. Under the circumstances, this was con­
sidered so favourable a settlement of a claim which, possibly, cOuld not be 
enforced, that it was ag1"eed to waive any direct returns on the £12,500 
additional debt incurred on account of this stock. Under this arrange­
ment the town would have been permanently relieved, for all time to come, 
of the liability claimed by the Government (namely, five cents in the dollar) 
on the Municipal Loan Fund debentures. But a final settlement, less 
advantageous to the town, was effected in 1863, and embodied in an Act 
of Parliament passed on the 15th of October of that year. The Act recites 
the terms of the previous arrangements, including the mortgage and lease, 
and then confirms· "an agreement made by and between the Lessees and 
the Town of Peterborough, whereby the amount secured by the mortgage 
on the lease held by the Lessees, and payable to the town, is reduced or 
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changed ttl the l>rilicipaJ sum of nineteen thousand seven hundred pounds, 
[three hundred pounds having been then already paid], and interest 
thereon at six per cent., payable as follows, that is to say: the sum of three 
hundred pounds, part of the said principal sum of nineteen thousand seven 
hundred pounds, on the first day of January in each year, until the whole 
of said principal sum be fully paid, ana Ule said int€rest at the ratc of six 
per cent. per annum upon the prin~ipal unpaid, in six equal payments, on 
the first days of May, June, July, August, September and October in each 
year, until the whole sum is paid." 

Such was the last and final arrangement entered into between the rail­
way authorities and the town, from which it will be obvious that the pay­
ments to be made by the railway to the town are every year diminishing, 
and in about sixty-six years from January, 1864, will entirely cease. 

Although in a few years the direct income from our railroad investment 
will be but small, it must be remembered that tbe indirect advantages of a 
permanent outlct by rail have already been very great, and that of all thc 
towns in thc Province, none has probably receivcd greater advantages from 
railroads, and nonc has contributed less to their construction, than Peter­
borough. 

As a practical illustration of the immense advantage to both town and 
county of such a road, we quote the following as a specimcn of the state 
of things before the railroad era. The Pcterborough Despatch of July 
29th, 1847, says:-

"From 25s. to 30s. per ton freight IS paid for goods. For nearly two 
weeks we have scarcely been able to get a trunk conveyed to Port Hope or 
Cobourg. The journey of thirty miles to Lake Ontario now occupies ten 
hours, and some articles, such as sa1t and plaster, are in a great measure 
shut out from us by the cxpense of freight. The saw mills of our town 
and neighborhood can cut upwards of 60,000 feet per day, but are often 
in a great measure idle for want of a market for lumber, owing to the ex-

• pense of transit." 

As a further illustration of the same truth, we remark that in the winter 
of 1836, with no railroad in any part of the country, wheat in Peterbo­
rough was worth only 37t cents per bushel, and fifty cents in Port Hope. 
In March 2nd, 1848, the De.~pa.tch says :-" The town presented a 

pleasing appearance to-day. The farmers are taking advantage of the 
slight fall of snow we have had, and are hurrying their produce into the 

13 
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market. The prices to-day are as follows :-Fall wheat 33. 9d., Spring 
do. 3s. 3d., Oats per bushel gd. to 10d., Hay, per ton, 278. 6d. to 30s." 

This isolation of trade, stagnation of business, and low prices of produce, 
~old too at the latter end of tbe season, contrast strongly with the regular 
communication, prompt transit, excellent prices for produce, and the 
speedy c~nvertibi1ity of all kinds of marketable produce into cash, which 
we of late years enjoy, and which have long since repaid to the community 
many times the amount of stock invested in securing it. 

During the summer of 1857, the bridge across Rice Lake on the Co­
bourg and Peterborough railway, was inspected by Walter Shanley, Esq., 
Civil Engineer, with a vicw to filling it up as a permanent embankment. 
The cost of doing so he estimated at £50,000, and expressed an opinion 
in favor of the feasibility of its being made in this way a permanent struc­
ture. A considerable portion of the bridge, towards the south shore, was 
actually filled in; but the embarrassments of the road, and the great 
expense of the undertaking, put :I stop to further outlay, and the road, 
after being in operation at iutervals for &ix years, was finally closed in the 
autumn of 1860 ; and the abandoned bridge, from whieh the iron was in 
great part removed, has ceased to form a connection between the opposite 
shores, but still remains in part, a monument of the folly of misdirected 
enterprise. This result is greatly to be deplored, as the public spirit 
shewn by the citizens of Cobourg in pushing forward this line of road was 
deserving.of a better fate. 

Hopes are still entertained that the bridge will be resuscitated and the 
line re-opened, and trains are still run to Harwood on the south shore of 
Rice Lake, where a connection is formed with steamers, which, during the 
summer months, ply between Peterborough and the Village of Hastings 
and that point; and in this way a large quantity of sawn lumber from this 
county still finds an outlet by way of Cobourg. 

The original charter of the Cobourg road empowered that company to 
extend their line to Chemong or Mud Lake, but this right expired in 1854 
from non-usage. A charter was then obtained for a separate company, 
having power to form a connection between Peterborough and ChemonO' 
Lake, either by a rail or tram road, and passing up either side of th: 
Otonabee river. During 1857-8 this road was commenced as an extension 
of the Cobourg road, and completed as far ai'> Perry's (now A. H. Camp­
bell & Co's,) mills, about three miles up the river. The stock was orig:-
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nally taken by persons in the Oobourg interest; but more than half was 
afterwards purchascd by stockholders of the rival line, so that of late years, 
the Port Hope company had virtual control of the Peterborough and 
Ohemong line, which gince 1860 has becn useless to either road. 

During 1865, an attempt was made by the Port Hopc company to form 
a connection between the branch running into Pcterborough and this 
Ohemong road, by continuing their rails along the bank of the river, .and 
crossing the samc at Dickson's dam, and so cffecting the desired junction; 
but this action was opposed by the Oobourg interest, chiefly on the grounds, 
that such an extension was not contemplated in the original charter of the 
Port Hope and Peterborough road, and also that the amalgamation of these 
two roads might prove prejudicial to the resuscitation of the Oobourg road, 
to which it had formerly been a feeder. 

The charter of the Peterborough and Ohemong road had again expired 
without its eompletion, and during the last session of Parliament (1866) 
an Act was passed, requiring the public sale of this road to the highest 
bidder, and while authorizing the Port Hope railroad company to effect 
the connection they desired, provided also, that both companies should have 
full powers to run over this road, if they so desired, by paying a reasona­
ble remuneration for its use to the company by which it might be acquired. 
Under all the circumstances this arrangement was fair to both parties, and 
gave general satisfaction to them and to the public. 

The necessary works are now in progress to connect the Peterborough 
branch of the Port Hope road with the Ohemong road, in the manner 
already described, and it is hoped that ere long, trains will pass up the 
river by this new route, to the extensive mills whieh line its banks; that 
Lakefield and Ohemong Lake will also be reached, and that thus an impetus 
will be given to the still greater export of lumber from the back country, 
and also that our fine water power will be extensively utilized in various 
branches of manufacture for which it is so well adapted. 

13* 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

THE LUMBER TRAm:. 

Square Timber.-The lumber trade is oue which, from its importance; 
requires at least a passing notice in a work of this kind. To it this town 
and county owe a large share of their past success and present prosperity. 
All our older townships have now for some years been denuded of the 
valuable timber, which, at the period of their first settlement, grew to a 
great size and in large numbers upon nearly every lot; and as the manu­
facture of square timber and sawn lumber gradually attained its present 
immense development, it had to be sought every year further in the int~­
rioI'; till now, the new and comparatively remote townships in "the back 
country," as it is called, are mainly to bc depended upon for a supply. 

With the present annual drain from these, it is to be expected that, as 
time progresses, the main operations of this gigantic business will be carried 
on at a distance remote from us, and that less of its profits a)ld advantages 
will be felt in our own immediate vicinity. 'fhe great staple of this trade, 
both for square timber and sawn lumber, is white pine. Formerly, before 
we had learned its value as an article of export, it was burned up in lo.g­
heaps or split into fence mils, and a considerable portion of the elm and 
oak of the older townships shared the same fate. Red pine e4ists but 
sparingly, and though some excellent spars of this timber are still sent to 
Quebec from this county, the care required in their preparation, and the 
expense attending their removal, have, in general, left but a limited margin 
of profit for the manufacturer. 

The square timber business is of comparatively recent date. As early 
as 1838, Mr. Hickson removed a quantity of spars from the vicinity of 
Buc~horn lake; but his chief operations, and those of the l\'Iessrs. Gilmour, 
were confined to the townships fronting on the Otonabee and Trent rivers. 
Mr. Hickson then resided in the corner building, formerly Might's, and 
now Waddell's saddlery, in the Town of Peterborough. Not until 1844 
was much of this business extended above Lakefield, and Mr. John Cook, 
and his son Ira, were among the first to commence its manufacture on our 
back waters to any large extent. Their and the Messrs. Gilmour's oper­
ations for a few years were confined to the waters above and adjacent to 
Burleigh falls. 



93 

Mossom Boyd, Esq., wa~ one of the earliest lllanufacturcrs of squarc 
timbe.r a,bove Bucl!:hol'll falls. He cOlllIUcnccd at first to producc 
sawn lumb~ for 10J}al ~upply, but ere long began the manufacture of 
square timber in large quantity, for the Quebec market. It was not for 
several yelj,rs later, that the vast timber region on Pigeon Lake and its 
tributaries, was thus marle to contribute its quota to this important k. . 

About the year 1847, Charles Perry, Esq., entered into the sa.me busi­
ness, aD.~ for five or six years carried it on with the greatest success, both 
as r~ards square timber and saWll lwnber. Then came a host of enter­
Pliisi~g m~n in the square timber business, among whom were, Messrs. 
Kempt, McAuley; Dickson, Townsend, Platt, Cockburn, Fowlds, Gilchrist, 
Dennistoun, Leeper, S~riokland, Short, Scott, Buck, Stone, Smith, Caldwell, 
Thompson and ot.hers, who, during tIw last twonty years, have thinned our 
fo~ests, and swelled the export of this great sta,ple to an enormous extent. 
An immense amount of capital is every year ilwested in these operations, 
and ip. carrying them on a home market is created which proves of the 
utm.ost advantage to our agriculturists <ind others. 

The quantity of square timber manufactured in this county vm'ies with 
the exigencies of tl}e trad~. As the supply becomes exhausted, the natural 
tendency of this as well as the sawn lumber trade, will be to dimish rather 
than incr~ase in the extent of its operations. But this effect can hardly 
as ye~ be said to have biO)en felt. The more extensive opetations, however, 
hav;e to be every year pushed further into the interior. In 1852, the 
quantity of square timber from the entire county was estimated at 1,600,-
000 feet. In the season of 1864-5, 3,500,000 feet were exported from this 
county, and about 1,500,000 from the neighboring county of Victoria. 
During the lumbering season of 1865-6, the quantity passing down the 
Otonabee was about 2,000,000 feet, to which 500,000 more may be added 
for the eastern portion of the county, finding an outlet by way of Crow 
river. The present season (1866-7) promises a quantity in advance of 
last year, the extent of which it would be premature at present to attempt 
to estimate. 

Sawn Lumber.-The sawn lumber business is of pet'haps still greater 
i~'1-port<~ce to the community than the manufacture of square timber. 
Si~cc tqe early settlement of the county, saw mills have existed in numer­
ous localiti~s, but their chief' scope for many years consisted in supplying 
the home demand in their several localities. Since 1850, attention has 



bcen turned to a large cxtcnt to the manufacturing of sawn lumber for the 
Amcrican m'lrket, and the magnificcnt watcr power furnished by the rapidly 
descending waters of the Otonabee, in the vicinity of Peterborough, has 
been largely utilized for this purposc. 

Samuel Dickson, Esq., was among thc earliest manufacturers of this 
great staple, in the neighborhood of Pcterborough, and has built and own­
ed scveral mills for carrying on this busincss. He still manufactures a 
large quantity at hi~ mill in close proximity to Dickson's dam. Mr. Wil­
liam Snyder bnilt his mill in 1852, and Mr. James Bird, the Blythe saw 
milt, about the same time. This was burned down in 1863, and rebuilt 
by Mr. George Hilliard during the following year. The Nassau Mill, the 
largest in the county, and one of the finest in the Province, situated at a 
distance of three miles from Peterborough, was built in 1854, by Charles 
Perry, Esq. "It has two 'Yankee Gangs', a 'Slabber', 'Stock Gang', and 
an 'English Gate', containing in all 130 saws, besides circulars for butting, 
cutting laths, &c. It has also a very ingenious machine for gTinding slabs. 
This mill has cut 90,000 feet in twelve hours."* It is now carried on by 
Messrs. Campbell & Co. Other saw mills in the vicinity of Peterborough, 
are, that built by E. Perry & Co., of Cobourg, on the Douro side of the river, 
opposite Snyder's mill, which has now been idle nearly two years. Messr". 
Ludgate & McDougall have in active operation a large steam saw mill on 
the eastern shore of the Little Lake, built by Samuel Dickson, Esq. The 
saw mill of R. n. Rogers, Esq., in Ashburnham, of which Messrs. Craigie 
& Stephenson are lessees, continues at work throughout the year, and cuts 
about one million of feet annually, about 400,000 feet of which are for 
the American market, and the remainder for home consumption. 

Messrs. Shaw & Waite have at Lakefield a saw mill, whieh at present 
manufactures about two millions annually; but is capable of a much larger 
business were proper facilities available for transportation to a market. 
These gentlemen lease the large saw mill of John Hall, Esq., at Buckhorn, 
where from six: to seven millions are manufactured annually. There are 
besides Mr. Scott's fine mill, on the Missasauga river, in Harvey, built 
some years ago by Mr. William Henry, the product of which this year is 
about four million feet; the mill of M. Boyd, Esq., on Squaw river, in 
Harvey, manufacturing one and a half million feet annually; while of the 
six or seven millions manufactured by Mr. Boyd in Bo bcaygeon, (near the 

• Directory, 1808. (T. &; R. 'Yhue.) Page 65 
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boundary line between the two counties) probably one-half may be 6aid to 
be drawn from the County of Peterborough. Then there are the mills of 
S. S. Kelly and Walter Scott, E~quires, at Chemong lake, the proceeds of 
which, when in operation, may-be estimated at half a million, and a mil­
lion and a half is to be set down as the product of Messrs. Hale's mill, on the 
bank of the Otonabee river, in the township of that name. The Messrs. 
Fowlds, at Hastings, also manufacture from two to three millions annu· 
ally, the greater portion of which is from this county. 

To sum up the manufacture of the mills in operation this season, we 
have for export:-

From Messrs. Campbell & Co's, Nassau Mills ................. Ft.10,QOO,000 
" l\lr. George Hilliard's, Blythe Mills .......... 0........... 7,000,000 
" "Samuel Dickson's, Peterborough ................ eo.. 6,900,000 
" Messrs. Ludgate t~ McDougall's steam mill ............ o 7,000,000 
" " Shaw & Waite, Buckhorn and Lakefield....... 9,000,000 
" Mr. Scott's mill, Ball lake ................... 0.............. 4,000,000 

" M. Boyd's mill, Squaw river.... ........ ..... ........ 1,500,000 

" " half Bobcaygeoll luill ....... 00............. 3,0.00,000 
" 1\1:r. S. S. I{elly's Dlill, Bridgcllorth ................ o...... 250,QOO 
" Messrs. Hale's Dlill, Otonubee river ................ :...... 1,500,000 

" " Craigie & Stephenson's, Ashburnham............ 400,000 

" " Fowlds', Bastings, say fronl this county....... . 1,000,000 

Total for this county for 1866 ................................. Feet.50,650,000 

Showing a result, for the present season, of over fifty millions of feet; 
which at Port Hope was worth $12 per 1000 feet. The returns on the 
product of this business carried on in t11is county, the present year, were 
the whole shipped to market, may therefore be estimated at $600,000. 
When it is remembered how large a portion of this will have been dis­
bursed to the hundreds of men and the numerous teams employed in carry­
ing on this immense business, as well as the'other heavy items of expense 
attending its manufacture, it will be apparent, how important is this busi­
ness to every man in the community, who is reaehed and b(lnefited either 
directly or indirectly by some portion of this large outlay., 

About thirty-two millions feet of this lumber finds transit by way of 
Peterborough, and the greater portion of the remainder, is first transferred 
in boats or scows to Lindsay, and from there is passed over the railroad to 
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Port Hope. So great has been the manufacture this season, (notwith­
standing two of our large mills have been idle) that a portion will have to 
remain over in the mill yurds till next season. It may be added that so 
far as present appearances indicate, the season of 1866-7 will witness an 
increase in the operations of this trade of about thirty per cent. 

At present the sawn lumber ml1nuf.'lCtureJ. for export in the vicinity of 
Peterborough, is all drl1wn by teams to thc railway station, or to the head 
of navigation at "the locks" on the Otonabec river. During the year 
1865, nineteen millions of this WI1S carried over the railway to Port Hope, 
and about twelve millions passed down thc river in scows, in tow of the 
steamer Otollnbee to Harwood, whcre it was placed on the railway, and so 
conveyed to Cobourg. During 1866, a still larger quantity will have 
passed over the railroad to Port Hope, and about one-half the quantity of 
last year by the river and Harwood route. 

The operation of teami!lg such an inunem:;e quantity of lumber from the 
mills to the points mcntioned, is one involving great labor and expense to 
the manufacturers; although giving employment to a large number of 
teamsters and their horses. The constant passing of such heavily laden 
teams over our principal streets, rapidly wcarl'! out even the most substan­
tial material employed in their rcpair, plows them into deep and unseemly 
ruts, and at certain seasons, renders thcm wcllni.!!'h impassable to ordinary 
vehicles. 

These disadvantages, and thc outlay they occasion, will be speedily 
obviated by the extension of the Port Hope railroad, along the river bank, 
so as to form a connection with the old Chemong line, which, passing 
up the river, will receive the product of several of the mills mentioned, 
in the mill yard. This important link of railway connection is now in 
active progress, and when completed, hopes are entertained that thc 
improved facilities it will afford, may prove a stimulus to the establish­
ment of other and numcrous branches of manufacture, for which the 
immense water-power of the Otonabee furnishes such ample scope. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

(1.) POl)ULAl'IO~. 

The population of Peterborough in 1832 was less than 500. In 1838, 
the town contained not more than 150 honses, and a population probably 
between eight und nine hnndred. The statistics of Peterborough arc inex­
tricably mingled with those of Korth Monaghan np till the period of its 
incorporation, so that its nctual population during the years antecedent to 
that date, cannot be stated with accuracy. As has been shewn in th<! 
precedillg pages, it continued steadily to improve, and at the time of its 
incorporation contained 1800 inhabitants. 

At the general census taken in 1852, two years later, it had 333 houses, 
350 families, and a population of 2191. In 1855, this had increased to 
3400, in 1856 to 3600, and in 1861 to 384l. 

Dnring the laDt two yea,rs, Peterborough, us well as nearly every town 
and city in the Province, suffered a diminution of population. The' causes 
of this may in chief part be referred to the depression occasioned by a 
series of scant harvests in this Province, while at the same time considera­
ble numbers of the mechanical and laboring classes were attracted to the 
neighboring Republic by the adv~mce of wages consequent upon an expan­
sion of nearly every branch of bnsiness, resulting from an inflated 
currency with which the immense outlay of four years' war inundated tha.t 
country. 

The assessment roll for the tOWll, ill 1866 shewed the number of rate­
payers for that ye~lr to be 1036, which would give a population of about 
4500. The total valuation of real anu personal property in Peterborough, 
in 1857, was $987,768;\ while for 1866 this item stands at $1,480,450. 
The valuatiou of property, however, is not always made upon an uniform 
standard, and in different years is increased or diminished, as the judg­
ment of the Assessors or the fluctuations of the times may seem to 
justify. 

In thus estimating the present population of Peterborough at 4500, it 
should be borne in mind that the numerous dwellings in what may be 
called the suburbs, ~ituated just outside the limits of the town, are not 
taken into account, and that neither is the population of Ashburnham, 
immediately adjoining Oil the eastern side of the Otonabee river, included 
in this-estimate. In 1861, Ashburnham had a population of 993. Last, 

14 
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December it was ascertained to be 1129, which, with the residents of the 
"suburbs" alluded to, would makc the entire population of the town and 
its immediate appendages 5629. 

The last census, taken in 1861, showed the then population' of Peterbo· 
rough and Ashburnham taken -together, to be composed of the following 
nationalites :-Ireland 1068, England 451, Scotland 334, United 
States 173, Upper Canada 2466, Lower Canada 289, other eoun~rie8 53. 

The same census shows that in Peterborough and Ashburnham there 
were in 1861,2471 male and 2363 female inhabitants. There were 1523 
married and 331 i single persons. In 1860 there were in these two corpo­
rations 50 deaths and 179 births, while 793 children were attending 
school. 

(2.) MANUFACTURES. 

Something has already been said in the preceding pages as to the grad. 
ual development of the several manufactures of Peterborough, and it 
remains now but to afford the reader some idea of the extent of businCIJ8 
carried on in these branches of industry at the prcsent time. To begin 
with-

Flouring llfills.-The mill, owned by J. R. Benson, Esq., of which 
Messrs. Nicholls & Hall are now the lessees, manufactures about 20,000 
barrels of flour annually. That of R. D. Rogers, Esq., in Ashburnham, 
from 7 to 8000 barrels, but is capable of turning out many more. During 
the year, the mill formerly mentioned as the late G. B. Hall's, Esq., but 
latterly known as Diekson's mill, was burned to the ground. The Blythe 
mills, situated a little distance above the town, the property of John 
Carnegie, Esq., Jr., met with this fate in the spring of 1864, but was 
re-built during that and the following season, and has manufactured 9000 
barrels during the past year, for exportation. Its capabilities are now in. 
creased, so as to admit of the manufacture of 200 barrels of 'flour daily. 
BCflides this result, each of the mills mentioned does a large amount of 
gristing for home consumption,-a department which the mill of Gilmour 
& Co., Mr. Richard Pa~nell, miller, is wholly occupied in supplying. 

Woolen Factories.-The Auburn mills are situated about a mile above 
the northern limits of the town, on the eastern side of the Otonabee river. 
The building used is a substantial one of stone, of thrce stoneR and an 
attic, and was built in 1862-3, ana since carried on by Messrs. A. Robert, 
son & Co., of Montreal. The main building is 79 x 44 feet in size j 



99 

another one adjoining, which is at prcsent in usc as a store-roolll, is 80 x 37 
feet, and was originally intended for an axe factory. The motivc power i~ 
water, but steam is used for dyeing, scouring and heating; for thc latter 
purpose being conveyed by m~ans of iron tubes to every part of the build­
ing, producing a regular and genial warmth. There are 40 operatives 
employed in this establishment, 27 mules and 13 females, several of whom, 
particularly at the looms, work by the piece, and earn excellent wages. 
There arc 9 looms, and 640 spindles kept in operation during the entire 
year. A couple of self-operating spinning machines, (a new British inven­
tion) with 440 spindles, are now being added to those formerly in use. 
These are among, t.he first of the kind introduced into Canada, are beauti­
ful specimens of machinery, and will greatly enhance the products of this 
department with but slight additional labor. 

To iupply material for this establishment, about 80,000 pounds of wool 
are purchased annually, from 15 to 20,000 Ib8. of which are procured 
from this county, and the remainder elsewhere in Canada, 01' by importa­
tion from abroad. During the ~ool season of ~865, as high as 46 cents 
and during thc present ycar 36 cents per pound were paid for this staple. 

The princip~l articles; of manufacture are tweeds of a great variety of 
pattern, about 80,000 yards of which were prepared for market last year, 
and during the coming season, owing to improved looms antI increased 
machinery, this is expected to be increased to one-third more. Some idea 
of the advantages of such a factory to the town and vicinity, will appear 
from the fact that nearly $.1000 are expended monthly, in wages and ex­
penses connected with this establishment, without rcference to the large 
additional sum invested in thc purchase of wool. 

The Auburn mUla bore off the gold medal of the Dublin Exhibition in 
1864, for the best Canadian tweeds, and was also awa.rded a silver medal 
at the Montreal Exhibition the same year, for similar cloths. 1\'lr. Robert 
Brodie is the attentive and obliging superintendent. 

The creek which traverses the town supplies the motive power (or Mr. 
Brook's woolen factory, in which 20 operatives are employe,a., w~h:: aJ;{an~ 
uual consumption of about 30,000 Ib8. of wool, and a produp't' of 8{)0 yard!' 
of fulled cloth, flannel and tweed. Six looms arc in operation, and steam 
is also used in some of the processes. This establishm~t was built about 
25 years ago, and has now been five years in the pos8e~t)n of its present 
proprietor. Mr. Brooks has just purchased a. small wOI}Itln mill heretofore 

14* 
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tarried 011 by MI'. P. H. Clarke, in Ashburnham. Pruhahly ~O,OOO Ibs. of' 
wool have been eonvertc.d into flannels and clotlls herc. Three looms are 
in operation. 

These comprise the whole' of the woolen factories in Peterborough and 
its vicinity. At other points in the county, and especially at the village 
of HastinO's more of these nseful establishments exist, but (except at that 

b' 

village) of limited capacity, and chiefly or entirely devoted to the local 
carding and fulling of the neighborhood. 

Fo underies.-A large amount of capital is invested in founderies, three of 
which arein operation in Peterborough, and one in Ashburnham. Pre· 
cisely this number was returned here as existing at the taking of the cen· 
sus in 1852 and in 1861. But the capital invested, and the produce of 
the business, have very largely increased since the former of these dates. 
In 1851 the capital of all collectively was stated at $7400, and in 1861 at 
$45,900, while the value of their joint produce for the former year was 
set down at $13,400, and for the hitter $56,075. Doubtless, the latter 
figures will still apply very nearly to the preseut time. 

:Messrs. Whyte & Hamilton's foundery and machine shop was commenced 
as a plow factory 25 years ago, by James Harvey, Esq. About ten years 
ago it was enlarged to its present proportions, and greatly improved. The 
working capital of the firm is stated to be $10,000, exclusive of buildings 
or site. From twenty to thirty men are employed, the chief business con. 
sisting in the manufacture and repair of steam engines, grist and saw mill 
machinery, thrashing machines, plows, (about 300 of wllich arc turned 
out annually) and other agricultural implements. 

The foundery on Simcoe street, owned by James Stevenson, Esq., and 
leased by Mr. William Helm, was destroyed by fire in 1857, but soon 
after rebuilt in its present style, by the energetic Owner. In buildings and 
machinery it represents a total capital of $13,000. Steam is the motive 
power, in producing which 250 cords of wood are consumed annually, U8 

are 40 tons of coal in the process of smelting and the requirements of the 
blaojlsmit,h'sslwp. Fifteen men are now employed; the principal bU8ines~ 
being repairil1g machines and implements of various kinds, though steam 
engines and nearly all other kinds of machinery, iron pillars and other 
heavy castings, are,made to oruer. In this way 25,000 feet of hardwood 
lumber, from 60 to.80 tons of metal, and 8 to 10 tons of wrouO'ht iron are 

o . 
used in a single..y.ellr. During last year, six threBhing machines, and over 
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:WeJ plows were manufacturcd at this csbbli~hl11cllt, rJC~id('s ;;;tWill::; ma­
chines, other machinery and ill1pleD1cnt~. 

:Mr. James Hamilton has for many years conducted a foundery and im­
plement manufactory on south George strcet. Eight men on an averagc 
have been employcd, turning out from 150 to 200 plows, a large number 
of harrows, and other farm irnplementseach year. The motive power is a 
six horse-power engine. During the past summer, Mr. Hamilton suffered 
a heavy loss by the destruction of his establishment by fire. But it has 
now been rebuilt in a greatly enlarged and superior style, and the manu­
facture of implements is being resumed to a still greater extent than for­
merly. A branch of this business, supp}ied from the ~oundery herc, is carried 
on at Lindsay. 

Mr. J\Iowry's foundery and machine shop in Ashburnham also employs 
a number of hands, and has the requisite facilities for performing a large 

'business. 

Bl'eweri~.-Two breweries at prescnt exist in Peterborough. Mr. 
Henry Calcutt's was commenced in 1855, near thc shore of the Little 
Lake, but was burned down in 1863. His present establishment, ncar 
the OtOl,labee river, on the Ashburnham side, was built during the same 
year. Six men are constantly cmployed, and during last year, 5000 
bushels of barley were consumed in this manufacture. Mr. Calcutt is the 
inventor of a combined liquor cooler and heater, which, by passing the 
heated liquid over an expanded surface, cools 16 barrels in an hour, or 
eight gallons in a minute. By varying the size, greatcr or less results 
could of course be obtained. 

Mr. Walter W. Boswell's brewery was built more than twenty years 
ago, on the shore of "Spaulding's bay", in the southern end of the tOWIl. 
Of late it has not been constantly in operation, but is now again in nsf'. 
and manufacturing at the rate of about one hundred barrels of beer (of 
30 gallons O3ch) per month. 

Two other breweries fOfmerly existed in the town; but though the 
buildings reJpain, they have been for some years closed, and their machinery 
unemployed. 

Tanneries.-There are two tanneries in Peterborough, anti one in Ash­
burnham. That belonging to James Hall, Esq., of which Mr. Walter 
Patterson is lessee, employs constantly from fj to 10 men, wh,o manufacture 
into leather from 1500 to 2000 hides, and about 1200 calf-skins annu::lIly. 



102 

W:Ltcr amI "tcalU power are used for lJUmpiug and grinding. MI'. Patt.cr­
son has recently imported 100 hides from South America" which, from 
the fineness of the hair, and consequent denseness of tissue, when dressed, 
are well adapted for. usc in this cli!llatc. This establishment is the most 
extensive of the three. 

:i)'Ir. P. Ryan in Peterborough, and Mr. John Clarke in Ashburnham, 
also employ a number of hands, and <1,0 a large business in the manufacture 
of the various kinds of leather. 

Carria.ge and Sleigh Faetol'ies.-Mr. William Metheral, has now been 
11 years engaged in this business in Peterborough. He employs on an 
<Lverage 6 men. During the present season (1866) he completed and sold 
24 buggies and carriages, and fonr waggons, though he usually manufae­
~ures from 10 to 12 of the latter in a season; and also 30 to 40 sleighs 
ilnd cutters. The outlay in conducting this establishment will amount to 
between three and four thousand dollars a year. 

Mr. T. Fitzgerald has now been four years engaged in this business, 
He employs 11 men, and dnring the season of 1866 manufactured 20 
Ivaggons, 25 buggies and carriages, and 50 cutters and sleighs. In addition 
to this work, a large amount of repairing and general black-smithing is also 
;arried on 'in his establishment. 

:Mr. John Doharty (formerly Doharty & Hanlon) conducts an extensive 
business of this kind, in which he has now been for several years success­
;essfully engaged. From 10 to 12 men are employed, resulting in a 
~early expenditure of from 6000 to 7000 dollars. During 1865, 55 sleighs 
md cutters were manufactured, and an average of 30 waggons and 20 
JUggies and carriages for the last few years. A very large amount of job­
ling and general black-smith work is also performed. 

Mr. James McWilliams also manufactures largely in thi~ useful branch 
)f industry. 9 men are usually employed, and during the present season, 
10 waggons and 20 buggies and carriages have been tumtld out from this 
~stablishment; with an average of 45 sleighs for some years past. A large 
lmount of repairing and general work is also attended to, with an annual 
JUtlay in all of between 6 and 7000 dollars. 

Mr. J ohll Dougla~s, (fol"plerly J. & T. Douglass) after a connection 
;vitb this bu~iness of about 12 years, has recently opened a new carriage 
md waggon s~op, on Bethune street north, where 4 hands are_ employed. 
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Flax Mills.-Our enterprising townsman, ~rr. Henry Calcutt, erected 
a fiax mill in Ashburnham, in 1865, which is not only useful as furnishing 
a hom~ market for an important item of agricultural produce, but at cer­
tain times (during the retting process) gives employment to about 50 
women and boys, who have often difficulty in finding remunerativc employ­
ment in other branches of industry. During 1865, 75 tons of raw flax 
was purchased here, nnd for the present season the sales were increased to 
200 tons. The cost, as sold by the farmers, has been about $13 pcr ton, 
and about an equal sum per ton is expended in its preparation. The fiax, 
when ready for market, is in chief part sold at the linen mill of 1\le88r8. 
Gooderham & Worts, Toronto. It is to be regretted that sufficient enter­
prise has not yet been found to establish a linen mill here, for which there arc 
great fadlities, and which would add another important branch of industry 
to the locality, and retain this product in our midst, which has now to gu 
elsewhere for the manufacture to which it is ultimately destined. 

1\1r. Borland, of South Douro, is also engaged in this business, and as a 
further illustration of the increasing interest taken in this useful product, 
it may be stated that 50 tons were offered for sale in that locality during 
the present season, (1866) where only five or six could be purchased in 
1865 . 

. Other 1Jlamifactllres.-Peterborough has two pump manufactories, one 
of these, conducted by 1\11'. Henry Dennis, has been in operation for the 
last 6 years. Five men are employed on an average, and about 500 pumps 
manufactured every year. The motive power is steam, 1\1r. W. 1\1. 
Kingdon is also engaged in this manufacture, and produces from 150 to 
200 pumps every year from his establishment. 

There are four enterprising citizens ~ngaged in the manufacture and 
importation of chairs, cabinet work and general upholstery; besides a 
number of establishments who supply these and the public with wood­
turning sashes blinds and other articles of luxury and necessity. , , " 

Ashburnham boasts of two axe-factories, that of Mr. P. J. Ayres and 
1.\'lr. G. Story, which contribute largely to supply the demand for these 

indispensible implements. 

There are also several Cooper's shops, both in town and county, which 
represent a most important branch of industry, and in which a large amount. 

of capital i~ invested. 
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As the purpose and scope of these pages are historical rather than intend­
ed to serve the purpoHes of a directory, it is impoSlliblc, even were it 
not out of place, to enter more minutely into the particulars of these aud 
other interesting and important sources of trade or branches of industry. 
Enough has been said, it is hoped, to convey to the reader an idea of the 
present development of our manufacturing enterprize; and although it 
must be confessed that of late years, progress in this direction has not 
been as rapid as might be desired, or as the ample facilities afforded by 
the town and vicinity would seem to invite, still the position at presellt 
attained, is sufficient, strongly to contrast with the early stages and infant 
steps of these branches of manufacture, when Peterborough was first 
~cttled, 40 years ago. Progression, either nn,tural, social or industrial, is 
Hot uniformly rapid; find having accomplished mueh in the past, it will, 
with the means and resources at command, be attributable to our own 
folly or neglect, if much gr&atel' result~ be not achieved in the future. 

(3.) TRADE AND )lERCIIA:\DISE. 

The trade of a community like this, carried on by a number of individ­
uals, through a variety of channels, can with difficuHy be estimated, seeing 
that, except in the casc of dutiable goods, which pass through the custom 
house, no general or official record is kept as to their extent 01' value. 
And iu the case of Peterborough, but a small proportion of the goods 
received and sold here are chargeable with custom duty. 

'1'he general character of the merchants and traders of' Peterborough for 
probity and honor, whieh is known beyond the limits of the Province, 
and the extent of their operations, as shewn by the large and well filled 
shops of our principal streets, are circumstances of which any resident of 
the town and county may well feel proud. The first attempts at mercan­
tile business in Peterborough, in the tiny stores and with thc slender 
stocks of goods, to which reference has been made in the preceding pages, 
arc in striking contrast to the piles of brick and mortal', several stories in 
height, filled with the rich faw'ics and costly products of nearly every 
clime, which are witnessed to-day. Inste:td of the little stocks of goods of 
from $100 to $1000 of 40 years ago, we have now single firms importing 
from $10,000 to $80,000 worth of goods annually. The entire imports 
for 1860 were carefully estimated at $GOO,OOO, and since thcn these figures 
have not materially changed. 
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From a statement furnished by permission of the Customs authorities 
in 1860, it appeared that, during that'yeal', the total cnb'ies here werc of' 
the valne of $108,685, on whic'h a duty of $17,782 was paid. These 
figures were $5,374 in excess of the duties paid at Port Hope, and $6,501 
more than those paid at Cobourg, for that year. 

Since the railroad era, which commenced in 1854, the entire trade of 
the town has greatly increased. The exports have invariably exceeded the 
imports to 8ueh an extent as to leave a balance of trade amounting, on an 
averdge, to at least half a million of dollars in favor of the town. The 
following figures will con,ey some idea of the exports of the town at two 
suceessive periods :-

Lumber, Produce, &c., shippcIl b./j Cobourg and PetCi'uol'ough Railro(((Z 

f1'om Peterborough, during the yew·.~ 1855, 1856 and 1857 . 

Years. I' I,umbcr, :/ 
Feet, 

Flour, 
barrE,ls. 
----

. ------.- -:----c=-====-= 
whe;~-I W~~l, I PotaRI~, / La.th, 

bushels. ~ barrels.:...., _IJU_n_d_l~_'.<. 

1855 I 11142479 
1856 15946158 
1857 13365503 / 

6539 
19095 
9714 

23255l 
56862~ 
21717 /

38519/ 43 / 36047 57 
62772 56_ 

4188 
25546 
16.54s 

Statement shaming the e ... po1't of Pi'Od'/l'r fl'Om Peterborough, by Rail­

way during 1864 and 1865: 

Years. barrels. bushels. bushEels. bushels. 
Oats, 

bushels. 
/ 

Flour, 'Wheat, / Barley,'/ Pease, I 
:----

1865 37000 31775 13967 :250 
none. 

do 

Buttel', 
Firkins. 

836 
1.50:2 

-18-64-/ 28300' 869.5 / 6667 I 140 / 

---...;---
-T~~~1~1603001404W1-20634-1-390-I=n=0=n=e='=,==2=3=3=8= 

To this is to be added the export of sawn lumber, already considered in 
a special chapter devoted to that trade, but which may here be repeated. 

In 1865, sawn lumber was shipped as follows :-

Over the Port HQpe and Peterbol'ough railway ............. 19,00'0,0'0'0' feet,. 
By steamer Otonabee 3Jld rail to Cobourg ................... 12,0'00',000 " 

Total. .... . 31,00'0',000' " 

This, however, does not inclnde the entire export of lumber from the 
county, since the _ mllnufneture of the mills at Chemong lake, Buckhorn, 

15 
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Harvey and to some extent those at Bobcaygeon, aR well as that from the 
mills in Ownabee and' Hastings have found an outlet by other channels. 
Neither does it include a large export of wool, shingles, potash, eggs and 
other commodities, the exact figures for which it would be difficult to 

ascertain. 

There is besides the large internal trade carried on in the town and 
villagQs of the county in supplying the wants of a fine agricultural district, 
the value of the produce of which, was shewn by thc last census to be 
$1,023,197. Peterborough is most advantageously situated for eneoura­
ging and developing this trade, which alone would entitle her w rank among 
the most prosperous commercial centres in Canada. But when to this is 
added the immense operations of the lumber trade, and her great capabili­
ties for manufacturing purposes, her natural advantages place her in the 
foremost rank, as a field for enterprise, which it must be admitted has as 
yet been but partially utilized. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

(1) THE BANKS OF PETERBOROUGH. 

Until 1852, the only bank in Peterborough was a branch of the Bank oJ 
j~Iuntreal, which was opened here in 1843; and of which Robert Nicholls, 
Esq., was the first agent. The business during the first few years was 
very meagre,-the principal ledger being a book of diminutIve proportions. 
Since the retirement of Mr. Nicholls from this post, the successive managers 
have been, Jackson Rae, John N. Travers, Robert J. Dallas, and Robert 
Richardson, Esquires,-the last named gentlemen being at present 
manager. 

The business of the bank increased with the progress and prosperity of' 
the town and county; and during 1857-8, the present handsome and com­
modious building, on the south-east corner of Water and Simcoe streets, 
was erected for its accommodation, at a cost of $12,000. 

In 1846, Messrs. Nicholls & Hall opened "The Colborne District 
Savin9'~ BallI .. ," which appears to have been more advantageouR W the 
public than to itA projectol'~ and m::m:lger~, and it W:18 finally closed ill 
1848. 
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In 1852, 11 branch of the COlnlnerdal Bank was opened in Peterbo­
rough. For eight years, William Cluxton, Esq., was its a.~ent, and in ib 
management, displayed his usual excellent business capacity; and on his 
retirement, owing to the pressure of a large and increasing business, had 
the satisfaction of handing over its affairs to his successor without It sino-Ie 

e 
dollar of a bad debt. The subsequent managers were, J. II. Hoper, Jr., 
and W. F. Harper, Esquires; the latter gentleman having occupied that 
position during the last two years. The present COllllllercial Bank build­
ing, (on the north-cast corner of Water and Hun tel' streets) was erected 
during 1863-4. 

The Ban"-, of TV1"Onto opened a branch here in 1856. James Hall, 
Esq., now Sheriff, was agent during the first year and a half, and was suc­
ceeded by Alexander Munroe, Esq. During tllC past six years, its busi­
ness has been successfully conducted by Alexander Smith, Esq., its present 
popular and obliging manager. 

During the present year, (18G6) a branch of the Royal COl/adian BanI" 

William Ogilvie, Esquire, Agent, and also a branch of the Ontario BanI.:, 
with a Savings Bank department, under the management of D. S. Eastwood, 
Esquire, were opened in Peterborough. So that, so far as the number of 
banking institutions are concerned, our business men have no lack of ample 
facilities for the transaction of business. 

As to the capital, position, resources or dividends of these institutions, 
it would be out of place here to enter on any exposition; as ample infor­
mation on these points is contained in the general bank statements pub­
lished at frequent intervals. 

(2.) THE CHURCHES OF PETERBOROUGH. 

From the first settlement of the town, clergymen of the Episcopal and 
Roman Catholic churches were present, either as petmanent residents or 
frequent visitors, to attend to the spiritual wants of their respective flocks. 
Ere long, the missionaries and then the ministers of ·other denominations 
occupied the field; the entire county forming in those days a single parish 
or circuit, which had to be laboriously traversed, and services held iu such 
of the larger buildings, in barns, or in the open air, as circumstances justi­
fied. For many years the ministrations of the Peterborough clergymen 
eontinued thus to extend over the adjoining townships, but the improve­
lllent of roads aud the erection of churches, and the establishment of other 
mis2ions, iu time readered these duties less arduous. 

15* 
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Fur SUUle year~ the ehureh aCCUlllll1oc1ation in tuwn was little better than 
in the country di,triets, and the :;Cl"l'icc~ of the various denominations 
were held in housc::; and vacant buildings as opportunity favoured. 

Notwithstanding numerou::; enquiries, the facts wc have been able to 
"'ather in reference to the progress of the ::;everal churches, arc but few, 
:nd for convenience wili be mcntioned scparately. 'Ve begin with 

The C'hw'ch 0/ Englaud.-Thc Hev. Samuel Armour was the fil'st 
clergyman of' this church in Pctcrborough; and the log school hcmsc, more 
than once referred to, sufficed for many years in which to conduct its 
services. As early as 1831, tenders were advertised in the Cobourg Stai' 

for the erection of the present edifice, known a~ St. John's Church; but 
not until 1834-5 was that building completed and ready for occupation. 
The contract was awarded to the late Joseph Scobell, Esq., who undertook 
its completion for £1300, but alterations, or extra work, increased this 
to £1500, and snndry expenses, including interest on money borrowed for 
its completion, made the total cost £2150. 

This was one of the 57 rectories creatcd under the administration of 
Sir John Colbornc. It comprised fO,l1r acres of ground, consisting of lots 
nos. 1 to 4 north of Hunter and east of \Vater streets, and lots nos. 1 to 
4 south of Brock anu east of Watel' streets, and was formally granted for 
this purpose on the 5th day of November, 1835.* The eastern portion 
of this ground, fronting on --- street, and the western sid,e along 
'Vater street, have both been used for building purposes, under lease for a 
term of years, to be either renewed on expiry, or the holder compensated for 
improvements made during his term of occupation. Under this arrange­
ment the revenues of the Rectory have been materially increased, without 
marring the prospect, or overcrowding the edifice, as seen from t~e Ildjoin­
ing thoroughfares. Other grants were about the same time made to this 
church, the priscipal of which consisted of two glebe lots in the township 
of Smith, and Park lots nos. 16 and 17, of 10 acres each, adjoining the 
town, besides an acre of land on the western side of the square, knQwn as 
the old burying ground, which has been leased or sold in building lots. 

At the time of the erection of this building, a large clock was placed 
in the tower, at a cost of about $400, but this, for some years, has been 
neglected, chiefly owing to the trouble and expense attending its regulation 
and supervisioll. 

-- ---------------._-. 
• Appendi.l. Journal! of the HOUle. ~h~jlln l:H'"i-S. Pa'f~ 4uO. 



109 

About 13 yean; u,~o, sUlldry improvements were effcctcd in the church 
cdifice, at a co~t of fLbout $200U. A llCW root' was put on, and important 
l!>lterations made in the interior, ill accordancc with plans fUl'llished by 
Kivas lully, Esq. An organ was also procured, at a cost or about $100U. 

In 1850 a capacious sunday school housc was addcd in thc rcar, at a cost 
of' $472. 

This church occupics a fine commauding sitc, ovcrlooking the town, the 
river, and the adjaccnt village of Ashbul'llham; and although for many 
years embarrassed by debt, is now in a mo:;t excellent condition financially, 
on which the H.ector and congregation lllay well be congratulated. 

Thc following arc the names of' the clergYlllen who have bcen successively 
Incumbents 01' Rectors of Peterborough :-lI,cv. Samuel Armour, Rev. 
Richard D'Olier, H.ev. Charles Wade, l\I. A., Itev. Robert J. C. Taylor, 
Rev. Mark BUl'llham, and the He\,. John Walton )tomain Beck, who is 
the present Rector. 

The Roman Catholic Church.-The first services of this church in 
Peterborough were celebrated by the Rev. James Crowley, in one of the' 
log buildings, erected for the purposes of the immigration. On the first 
settlement of the town, the block of ground on which the American Hotel 
now stands, bounddd by George, Chambers, Brock and Hunter streets, was 
granted to this body for church purposes; and in later years a small frame 
church was erected on it. About the year 1835-6, this was burned down; 
and soon after, the ground in question was disposcd of, and the erection of 
the present church commenced. 'l'he publie grants to this church consist­
ed of the ground just mentioned, described as lots 1 and 2 south of Brock 
and west of George streets, lot No. 14, new survey, fronting on Hunter 
street, (the~ite of the present church) and Park lot No.6 ill the township 
of North Monaghan. These grants werc dated February 18th, 1834,* 

The present stone edifice was ereeted in 1837-8, and when completed, 
was dedicated to St. Peter in-chains. This was done during the pastorate 
of the Rev. John Butler, who after nineteen years residence in Peterbo­
rough, died on the 25th of June, 1853, in his 71st year. A neat tablet 
to his memory is erected in this church, which he founded, and which is 
stated to be, "a 'last monument to his piety and zeal." Another tablet, 
similarly placed, tells of the decease of the Rev. Daniel Farrelly, on the 1st 
day of June, 1858, in the 44th year of his age, after a pastorate in Peter­
borough on year and 10 months, and in Kemptville of 13 years. 
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This churdl, -though uot finely finitlhcd, and but plaiuly decorated, has 
been for sOllie 'ycar~ free frolll financial embarrassment. Nine yearli ago, 
a fine toned and powerful organ was purcha~cd at a cost of $1600, and has 

been since in usc, 

Thc following is a list of thc l'ric~ts who havc successively ministered 
to thc opiritual wants of thi::; congrcgation :-Rcv. James Crowley, Rev. 
Father O'IIcrne, Rev. John Butler, llev John Farrall, (now Bishop of 
Hamilton, C.W.) Rev. Daniel Farrclly, Rev. M. Maekie, and the Rev. 
Oliver Kelly, the prcsent pastor, and Dean of the Dioccse. 

The Cll1ll'ch uf 8cotland.-On the 30th of May, 1835, a grant was 
made to this church, of lot F, fronting on Brock street, and lots 12 and 
13 north of Brock strect. rhe first of these is the Elite of the present St. 
Andrew's church, erectcd in the ycar 1836. Thc other lots are leased 
for building purposcs, in thc usual manncr with propcrty so held. 

Thc Rey. J. M. Roger, was the first minister of this body; and was 
located hcre as early as 1833. He remained attached to this congregation 
until the separation which took place, owing to the Free Church move­
ment, to which he adhered. The church property remained with 
the older body, and soon after, the Rev. James S. Douglas became its 
minister, and so continued until 1864. During the two years which 
followed, the congregation was supplied by missionaries; and on the 20th 
day of November, 1866, the Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, B. D., was formally 
inducted to this charge. 

A neat Sabbath School building was erected adjacent to the church, 
in 1864; and, financially, the affairs of this church are in an excellent 
condition. . 

The Free Ghurch.-On the withdrawal of the Free Church from the 
Church of-Scotland, which took place in Canada in 1844, but in Peter­
borough not until 1857, the congregation was for some years without 
a suitable place of worship. The town hall, and subsequently the 
Wesleyan Methodist Sabbath School room, were used for this purpose. 
But at length, in 1857, the foundation of their fine brick church, adjacent 
to the Court House square, was laid, and completed in 1859. This edifice 
is 50 by 90 feet in size, and was erected at a cost of $20,000; of which 
a debt of $7,200 still remains. It is at once creditable to the congrega­
tiou, and an ornament to the town. The Rev. J. M. Rogers is still its 
minister. 
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The Wesleyan l'Iethodist Church.-The first Wesleyan l'1fethodist 
Churoh in Peterborough was a small frame building, subsequently con­
verted into a parsonage, and now used in that oapaoity. It was erected 
in 1834, on ground granted by the Exeoutive Council for that purpose, 
"and desoribed as lots 1 and 2 north of McDonell and west of George 
street. The grant bears date, November 27th, 1834.* 

The first large church of this body was erected in 1844, of a size 60 
feet by 40 feet, and this, in 1854 was enlarged by an addition of 30 feet 
to the length, which completed the present structure. In 1864 a fine new 
organ was added. It is noticeable that the successive steps of marked 
progress by this body have been made at regular intervals of ten years, as 
shewn by the foregoing dates. Possibly the close of the present decennial 
period will be marked by the erection of an entirely new church edifice. 
We had hoped to have added the names of the several ministers stationed 
here, in connection with this church; but the frequent changes resulting 
from the itinerant system have rendered these very numerous, and it is 
difficult or impossible from the data at hand, to re-produce them with 
accuracy. 

The Baptist Chul'ch.-The Baptist Church in Peterborough was erect­
ed on Aylmer street, in the year 1845, at a cost of about $1400. Owing 
to a divergence of opinion which took place in the congregation a few years 
ago, a second but smaller church was erected in the North Ward. But 
unity was happily restored, and this second structure has become useful to 
the town for the purposes of a primary school. The Rev. John Gilmour 
has been continuously pastor of this congregation, and is also Agent for 
the New England Company, in providing for the spiritual wants of the 
Rice Lake and Chemong Lake Indians, to which reference will hereafter 
be made. 

The Bible Christian Chu1'ch.-This body acquired the ground it now 
occupies by purchase. As early as 1832-3, a"society was formed in Peter­
borough, to which the Rev. Mr. Enon was one of the first missionaries. 
The first small church, in subsequent years, was converted into a minister's 
residenoe, and was superseded by the present church building, erected in 
1853. The ministers of this body have been numerous; the ~ev. David 
Cantlon at present ocoupying that position. 

The En'tish Methodi.st.~ had at one time a numerous society here, and 
erected a ohurch, on the rising ground a little west of the Otonabee bridge. 

• Appendix to Journals, 1837-8. Page 400. 
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On their union with the Wesleyan Methodists, their church building' was 
no longer a necessity, and was subsequently used for I3chool pUl'poses, 'and 
is now the property of Robert Morrow, Esq. 

The foregoing comprise all the churches at present existing in Pcterbo­
r,ough. It would perhaps be interesting to trace the gradual ~rogress in 
numbers of each from their first organization here. But in thecarliel' 
years of their history in Peterborough, the entire county was embraced 
in their yearly returns, and even now, a large portion of the members and 
support of each is drawn from the adjacent townslJips. We must there­
fore content ourselves and the reader, with such facts as appear from. the 
census of the last two periods, and in doing so will append the religious 
census of Ashburnham for the last of these, as the only one for which its 
statistics' have been officially taken aR a distinct municipality. 
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(3.) THE SCHOOLS OJ,' PETERBOROUGH. 

The Um·on. Schoo7.-The first school house, erected in PeterMrough, 
in t1~e years 1826-7, has already been more than once referred to. It was 
a log building, with shingled roof, of very plain and unimposing aspect,. 
and stood on the ground now occupied by the shed, in the play-ground in 
thc real' of the present Union School building. It has also been stated 
that. the Rev. Samuel _'.11nour, first Episcopal clergymnn in Peterborough, 
conducted (hi, school, in which the higher as well as the rudimentary 
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branches of education were for a time taught. A~ the town progressed, 
other schools,. specially devoted to the branches usually taught in common 
schools, were organized, and then this bl\ilding was appropriated solely to 
the purposes of a grammar school; and almost from its commencement a , 
grant of money from the public funds WU!l made annually to assist in its 
support. 

The writer Iws been a.ble to ascertnin very little in reference to tile 
character of the common schools, 01' even the names of their teachers, 
down to the year 1852, at the commencement of which, these werc all 
united under a common school bon.rd of trustees, and the vacant church, 
built and formerly occupied by the British Methodist society, was leased 
and used for general common school purposes. •. 

Towards the close of the year 1853, the old grammar school building 
was found to have become so dilapidated, through time and usage, that it 
was untenable for winter use; and the boaru of grammar school trustees 
applied for amalgamation with the already united common schools; a pro­
posal which was finally accepted, and entered u}Jon, in February, 185'1. 
John Langton, Esq., was then appointed Chairman, Dr. Hay, Secretary, 
and William Cluxton Esq. Treasurer of the .J oint Board. 

From this period until 18GO, the united Urammar and Common School 
was carried ou in the vacant church alrendy mentioned. Early in 1857, 
in consequence of that building being fouud insufficient to accommodate 
the greatly increased numbers then attending school,-in the instruction of 
which, a Head -"faster, two other male and three female tcachers, were 
constantly employed, arrangements were commenced for the erection of 
the noble building which is now not only an ornament to the town, but is 
amply sufficient and well adapted to the purposes for wllich it waH 
intended. 

Some discussion and deliberat.ion arose as to the proper site for such all 
edifice; and three locations were severally proposed. 1st., a portion of the 
old bm'ying ground, fronting upon George st.reet; 2nd, the vacant ground 
fronting on Watcr street, and known nil t,he Court HOURC Park, and 3rd, 

the present site. 

Preference was oiven by the majority of the Board to the second of o . 
these; and, iltrange to Ray, the consent of the Town and County CouncJls 
waH readily procured for 8j)propri:lting three :tcres of the beautiful Court 
House grecn to that purpose i-a design which if carried out would have 

16 
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deprived the citizens of that fine enclosure, left our county buildings in 
the back ground, and destroyed much of the effect of their position on 
that commanding eminence. Fortunately neither of these bodies had the 
disposal of this ground; :md it was, ere long, ascertained that a special 
Act of Parliament would be necessary to divert the property in question 
from the purposes for which it was originally designed. Petitions were, 
however, drawn up for signature, and a deputation sent to Toronto, then 
the Seat of Government., to secure the accomplishment of the object 
~ought. An influential minority of the Board, however, opposed what 
would now be regarded as an act of spoliation i and the consent of the Gov­
ernment was consequently withheld. 

The beauties and advantages of the present site appear to have then 
become fully appreciated; and measures were at once taken to proceed with 
the erection of the building. Mr. Sheard, Architect, of Toronto, furnished 
the plans, &c.; Messl's. Mitchell, Graham and McDonald were awarded the 
contracts, and the wor!' was vigorously pushed forward, during the Autumn 
of 1857, and the two following years. 

The new Union School building was completed, and possession assumed 
by the Board, at the opening of the school in January, 1860. The fol­
lowing are the names of the gentlemen composing the Building Committee, 
who were then relieved from their arduous and responsible duties :-James 
Hall, Esq., Chairman, W. S. Conger, William Cluxton, Thomas Fortye, 
James Stevenson, Frederick Ferguson, Esquires, and the Rev. Mark 
Burnham. 

In order to provide funds for building purposes, two town lots, originally 
set apart for school purposes, were offered for sale. These were, lot no. 
ten, n{)rth of King street, and lot no. five, south of London and west of 
George streets. The former was bought by Mr. John Delaney for £201, 
and the latter, although nominally sold, never passed from under the con­
trol of the Board. The building fund was also largely assisted by the 
donation, on the part of the Town Council, of the entire Clergy Reserve 
money appropriated to the town for 18M, amounting to £981 8s. 3d., 
which was placed in the Commercial Bank Agency to the credit of the 
Board. 

The original estimate as to the cost of the new school building was 
$16,000, and the actual outlay for its completion and furnishing, amount­
ed to 816,258. So trifling an exces.s over the estimated sum, was a matter 
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for congratulation alike by the Board and the public. To enable the town 
to meet this large BUill, aebentures to the amount of $14,000, were issued, 
bearing interest at six per cent. per annum. These debentures were pay­
able in the following order :-

In 1859 ...................................................... $ 400 
1860...................................................... 600 
1861...................................................... 800 
1862 ...................................................... 1000 
1863 ...................................................... 1200 
1864 ...................................................... 1600 
1865 ...................................................... 1800 
1866 ............................................... : ...... 2000 
1867 ...................................................... 2200 
1868 ...................................................... 2400 

$14000 
The Roman Catholic Separate School had now been for several years in 

existence; the supporters of which were exempt from taxation for Union 
School purposes. The other ratepayers of the town were taxed for the interest 
and sinking fund of the debentures during the yea.rs 1859 and 1860. On 
the passing of the Act for the consolidation of the debt of the town, 
assented to in 1\'1ay, 1861, these debentures were made chargeable against 
the property of the whole town, including the supporters of the Separate 
School; but provision was made that the proportion of interest and sinking 
fund levied upon the said supporters, should be 'refunded to them on or 
before the 31st day of December in each yeor.* 

The first two debentures were paid out of the revenues of the town, as 
they matured, but those for the subsequent yoars, up to the present time, 
have been paid out of funds realized from the sale of new debentures. 
Thesll sold on an average at fifteen per cent. discount, or in other words, a 
$400 debenture would realize only $340 in cash. 

The position of the debenture account would consequently. stand 8S 

follows :-
Total debentures issued ....................................... $14,000 
First two paid in cash in 1859 and 1860, (lOlls).......... 1,000 

Total outstanding debentures in 1861.. .................... $13,000 

• Sl8.tules of Canada, Chapler 61, Section Ii. 
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Debentures since Paid. 

1-)chool Amt. of new debc::nture~ Additioll 
Debenture. required to pay it. to debt. 

1861.. ....... $ 800 ............... $ !H1 17 ............... $141 17 
1862 ......... 1000 ............... 1176 47 ............... 176 47 
1863 ......... 1200 ............... 1411 77 ............... 211 77 
1864 ......... 1600 ............... 1822 35 ............... 282 35 
1865 ......... 1800 ............... 2117 64.. ............. 317 64 
1866 ......... 2000 ............... 2353 00 ............... 353 00 

$8400 $9822 40 $1482 40 

From the foregoing, two facts are to be deduced of interest to the rate­
payers of the town of Peterborough,-lst, That the debt contracted on 
account of Union School debentures is constantly and rapidly increasing; 
since to pay the $8400 of debentures falling due since 1861, a new debt of 
$9822.40 has been contracted, entailing an adtiition of $1482.40 to the 
original dcbt of $13,000 of school dcbentures outstanding in 1861; making 
the total amount of the debentures, at thc close of 1866, $14,482.40. 
The second fact of importance, is that, as au increasing debt entails the 
payment of a proportionately larger sum for interest, the proportion of the 
latter actually paid annually by the supporters of the R. C. Separate 
School is also increasing, and heDce the demand which has recently been 
pressed for a larger installJ,lent as an equivalent in return. It may be 
added, that it is the payment of these lat.ter debentnres, by the issue of 
new ones, instead of in cash, or by the proceeds of a sinking fund, as the 
Act no doubt intended, which has given rise to the result now shewn. 

The apparent abstruseness of this subject, and its practical bearing upon 
the present affairs of the town, must suffice as an excuse for referring to it 
here at such length. 

In regard to the attendance of pupils at the Peterborough Union Gram­
mar and Common School, the following statistics of two successive periods 
are here presented :-

Grammar School,-In 1856, the total number of pupils in the Grammar 
8ehool department was 87: of these there were studying Arithmetic 80, 
Algebra 8, Euclid 8, Trigonometry 2, Mensuration 2, Geography 87, 
History 80, Ancient Geography 40, Modern do. 87, History of Rome 87 
History of Great Britain 87, Physiaal Science 87, Natural Philolilophy 32, 
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Natural History 87, Writing 87, Book-keeping 7, Drilwing 31, and Vocal 
:Music 3(;. 

:For 1864,-(the last report yet received) we find, the number of pupils 
in English branches 41, Latin 41, Greek 6, French 15, Algebra 35, Euclid 
35, Geography 41, History 41, Physical Science 13, Natural Philosophy 
13, Writing 41, Drawing 15,_Elements of Political Economy 19. 

Common School,-The total number of pupils returned, as attending 
the Common School department in 1856, was 498. Of these 281 were 
boys and 217 girls; 31 are indigent pupils. The total number in Arith­
metic was 323, Grammar 298, Geography 352, History 177, Writing 37G, 
Book-keeping 4, Mensuration 6, Algebra 2, Geometry 3, Natural Philoso­
phy 12, Vocal Music 103, other studies 130. 

For 1864, we find, the total attendance of Common School children to 
be 1052; of these 551 are boys and 501 girls, indigent pupils 104. 
Average attendance of pupils 459. The following are the numbers en­
gaged in the several branches of study :-Arithmetic 893, Grammar 702, 
General Geography 707, Canadian Geography 248, History 459, Writing 
877, Book-keeping 28, Mensuration 2, Algebra 46, Geometry 43, Natural 
Philosophy 95, Linear Drawing 21, Needle."'ork 30. 

1.'0 furnish the names of all the teachers employed in this school, even 
since the union, would require an amount of labor, disproportionate to the 
interest likely to be taken in the result; but we append a list of the 
several Principals, since the first organization of the Peterborough Grammar 

8.chool. 

PTincipals pTioj· to the Union of 1854.-Uev. Samuel Armour, In­
cumbent; Rev. Moses Williamso~, Presbyterian minister; Uev. R. J. C. 
Taylor, Rector; Bolton W. O'Grady, Esq., A. B., T. C. D. 

Ptincipals since 1854.-John Gordon, J. W. Kerr, Stewart Foster, 
Esquires, Rev. John McClure, James M. Dunn, Esq., and John King, 
Esq., B. A., T. C. D. 

The following gentlemen liave been severally Local Superintendents of 
, Schools in Peterborough :-Rev. E. Roberts, James Edwards, Esq., 

Rev. J. S. Douglas, D. W. Dumble, IVan O'Beirne and James Stratton, 
Esquires; the last named g6lltleman now occupying that position. 
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R'Jiltffli Cotlwlic Separate School.-This school was first organized in 
Peterborough in thc year 1851. For three years, rooms were rented in a 
building on the eorrier of Aylmer and Simcoe streets for its accommoda­
tion. In 1854, a frame school house, in two departments, was erected on 
the lot directly in front of the Catholic ehurch. In the autumn of the 
year 1864, this building was destroyed by fire, together with a valuable 
library, the property of the St. Patrick's society of Peterboro'. During 
1865, the present fine brick building of two and a half stories was 
completed, and to a considerable extent, paid for, by the voluntary eontri­
butions of the congregation of St. P~ter's church. Early in J annary 1866, 
the school was transferred to this building, from the old Union School 
premises, which had been in the meantime leased and occupied for Separate 
School purposes. 

From two to four teachers have been employed in thi8 sehool. The 
number of pupils on the register for 1865 was 265. Religious instruction 
is combined with seeular,-the male and female pupils being classified in 
separate departments. 

The following is a list of the teachers who have been employed in this 
school :-.3fales-Messrs. Bernard Boyd, Daniel Sullivan, John Curtin, 
John Keating, Francis O'Hflra, David Roche, Michael Healy, William 
Keating and Patrick Smyth. Females-Miss Mary C. Meany, ~liss 

Bridget Hogan and Miss Mary Ann O'Caliaghan. 

Date. 

CHAPTER XX. 

SmUIARY OF 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ELECTIONS. 

Candidates. Elected. 

Novem. 1833. Thomas Alex. Stewart .. Appointed byCrown 

1856 {Thomas Short ...... } Ed d M 
. Edmund M urney .. mun urney ... 

Septem. 1861. { H~~. :i~~e:~:i'th} Hon. Sidney Smith. 

" 1864. "Billa Flint....... " Billa Flint .... 

Majority. 

238 

180 

Acclamation 
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SUMMARY O~ 

LEGISLATIVE As&'E~rnLY ELECTIONS. 

~a~I ___ candidat~s. 1_' _Elected. __ I Majority. 

(Col.Alex. McDonell I I 
I Dr . John Gilchrist, L C I Al 1\.- D II 

1834. : James G. Bethune, f o. ex. mC one 
L W. S. Conger~ J 0 

( Henry Ruttan, ) 
I Col. Alex. McDonell L CO I Al ...- D 11 
) Geo. M. Boswell, I 0, ex. lhc one 
l Dr. John Gilchrist,) 

1836. 

{

Frederick Ferguson ) 
Col. Alex. McDonell t Dr .• Tohn Gilchirst. 
Dr. John Gilchrist. ) 1 

{
George B. Hall, } G B lOT II 
Col. Baldwin, I eorge . ::la ..... 

1841. 

1844. 

{

James Hall, } I 

Richard Birdsall, James Hall. ........ . 
John Langton. 

81 Decem .. 1847. 

" 1851. 1 ~ ~~:s L~:~ton. . 0 } John Langton ...... . 70 

July, ... 1854. John Langton......... do Acclamation 

J 1856 { 
W. S. Conger, } W S C anuary . F d . kF . . onger ....... re erIC erguson 

298 

{
Thomas Short,} Sh Decem .. 1857. W S CO" Thomas ort ....... . . onbel, 

315 

J I 1861 { 
W. S. Conger, } C I H It' u y,... . Col. F.W. Haultain o. au am ..... .. 30 

June, ... 1863. W. S. Conger .......... W. S. Conger ...... . Acclamation 

Sepo tern. 1864. {Col. Haultain, } C I H It' Charles Perry. 0 • au am ....... 106 
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WARDENS FOR THE COUNTY OF PETERBOROUGH. 

_1842 
to end of 

1846 
1847, 

} George Arundel Hill, 

• John Langton. 
do 

1859, W. S. Conger. 
1860, William Lang. 

1861, M. S. Dean . 
1848, 
1849, 
1850, 
1851, 

do 
do 

Thomas Short. 

1862, do 
1863, Peter Pearce. 
1864, do 
1865, Robert D. Rogers. 
1866, Evans Ingram. 1852 ! 

to end of .f Willinm Cottingham. 
1858, ) 

~rAYORS, REEVES, &c., OF PETERBOROUGH. 

Yem·1 Mayors. I Reeves. I Deputy Reeves. 

-----------,---------
1850 'Thomas Benson, 
1851 Charles Hudson, 
1852 James Hall, 
1853'1 Charles Perry, 
1854

1 

Jas. Stevenson, 
1855 James Hall, 
1856, W. S. Conger, 
18571 Jas. Stevenson, 
1858 do 
1859[ do 
1860, A. Sawers, 
1861 Charles Perry, 
1862 do 
1863 do 
1864 do 
1865 W. A. Scott, 
1866 W. H. Scott. 

Thomas Benson, 
Robert Thompson, 
William Cluxton, 
Fred'k Ferguson, 
W. S. Conger, 
Fred'k Ferguson, 

James Hall, 
W. S. Conger, 
W. A. Scott, 
W. S. Conger, 
I 

I 

r 
) 

Town 

separated front 

the County. 

William Eastland, 
J ames Stevenson, 
Robert Nicholls, 
Daniel Hopkins, 
Thomas White, Jr, 

Town Clerk~.-The following gentlemen have been successively Town 
Clerks :-W. H. Vizard, W. H. Wrighton, Thomas White, Jr., Ivan 
O'Beirne, and James Edwards, Esquires,-the last named gelltleman 
having occupied that position for the last ten yearR. 

TOl"n Tl'ca.mrN.~.-Robel't Nicholls, William Hall, William Cluxton, 
ana .J ames Edwards, Esquires,-the last two gentlemen having discharged 
the important duties of that position}or five and nine years respectively. 
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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE FO~ P~TERBOROU6H. 

B. Y. McKyes,* .John Kennedy, 
John Darcu8, J. T. Henthorn, 
Josias Bray,* Thomas White, Sr. 
Dr. F. Connin,* John Haggart, 
Dr. John Hutcheson,* Michael Hogan, 
Robert P. Madge,* Fred'k Ferguson, 
John Langton, Thomas Harper,* 
A: S. Fraser,* Geo. G. Boswell,'~ 
G. B. Hall, * Charles Rubidge, 
D. McFarlane,* James Harvey, 
Daniel Griffith, James Hall, 
G. F. Or de, Robert RidleYr* 
Robert Dennistoull, Thomas Chambers, 

Patrick Ryan, 
Charles Perry, 
.J ames Edwards, 
W. A. Scott, 
Francis H. Arlllstrong,* 
Robert Nicholls, 
William Cluxton; 
William Eastland, 
Daniel Hopkins, 
J as. Stevenson, 
William Coulter, 
Robert 1\'1. Boucher. 

*Those thus marked are deceased. 

Coroners.-Dr. John McNabb, A. McPhail, Thomas Bird, James 
Foley, William C. Nicholls, George Reid, Dr. lV1. Lavell, Dr. Amos 
McCrea, Dr. Thomas W. Poole, Dr .• John McKeown, Dr. A. Harvey, 
and J. R. Benson Esq. 

AsscssoTs.-The following gentlemen have been Assessors of the town, 
in some cases for sundry years:-Messrs .• James Edwards, T. F. Albro, 
John Kennedy, D. Taylor, Robert Rowe, T. Henthorn, William Eastland, 
Thomas White, Jr., W. A. Scott, Thomas Hutcheson, and T. Hazlitt. 

Collecto7·s.-All of the gentlemen named as follows have been for more 
than one year collectors of rates for the town :-Messrs. Daniel Hopkins, 
William Cumming, J. A. Hartley and David Carlyle, 

Andito I'S.-The accounts of the town have been audited at one time or 
another by each of the following gentlemen :-1\'lessrs. William Cluxton, 
William. Curry, William Eastland, Robert Reid, James Ferguson, William 
Coulter, James Edwards, George Coupa~, Charles Cameron, R. F. Kirk­
patrick and E. Pearse. 

County Audito7's.-Robert Reid, James Hall, James Foley, George 
Hughes, James Anderson, J. J. Hall and Dr. Thomas W. Poole. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, ASHBURNHAM. 

Robert D. Rogers, H. Bennett, Robinson Moore, 
17 



122 

REEVES OF ASHBURNHAM. 

1859, Robert D. Rogers, 
1860, Francis Armstrong, 
1861, Robert D. Rogers, 
1862, Francis Armstrong, 

1863, Robert D. Rogers, 
1864, Robert D. Rogers, 
1865, Robert D. Rogers, 
1866, A. C. Dunlop. 

LOClfl SlljJCI'illtelldclits of Schools, Ashburnham.-The Rev. J. S. 
Douglas for five years, from 1858 to the close of 1864, and the Rev. J. 
W. R. "Beck, for 1 £65 and 1866. 



THE TOWNSHIPS 

OF THE 

COUNTY OF PETERBOROUGH. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

THE TOWNSHI;P OF SMITH. 

The survey of the township of Smith was just completed in 1818, when 
a number of colonists who had sailed that year from Cumberland, in Eng­
land, found their way to that township for the purpose of forming a set­
tlement. T·here was as yet no semblance of a road through the almost un­
broken forest from Port Hope, and they accordingly chose the ronte by 
way of Rice Lake and the Otonabee river. On arriving at Smith, the 
first thing done was to erect a temporary log house on the first lot west 
of the communication road, which is a smaII triangular piece of ground, 
just outside of the present limits of t.he Town of Peterborough. Here 
they lived in common, until by mutual assistance, smaII houses, or shanties, 
were erected on their several lots, to which they then removed. 

The names of those first settlers 'who comp!ised this group, were William 
Dixon and his family of five -sons, Joseph Lee and his sons John and 
George; Robert Millburn, Robert Walton, John Walton, (not the late 
Reeve and no relative) Walton Wilson, Thomas W. Millburn, John Smith 
and his son Joseph Smith. These were commonly spoken of collectively, 
as "the colony" settlers, to distinguish them from others of an early 
period. 

The folIowing were also among the early pioneers, having settled in the 
township during the same seaso~, (1818) and but a little while later than 
those already named :-John Harvey, Ralph Bickerton, Alexander Mor­
rison, Jacob BromwelI, Robert Nicholson, James Mann and his son James, 

17* 
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Thos. Lockhart, and John Yatcs. Among those from onc to three years 
latcr, were Walter McKibbon, Samuel McKibbon, William Tully, Thomas 
Robinson, Isaac Nicholson, Silas Pearson, Joseph Walton and sons, the 
eldest of which was the late Reeve of Smith; Matthew and Richard Beli, 
John Edmison, Ephraim Jackson and sons, and Thomas Millburn. 

These names constitute the roll of honor among the early settlers of 
Smith,-men who by their courage in penetrating the forest, and their 
example in enduring and finally overcoming its difficulties and hardships, 
laid the foundation of a fine settlement, in connection with which it is but 
fitting that their names should be remembered, as those of practical 
patriots, whose deeds remain, and the fruit of whose earnestness and 
industry it is to be hoped their children will long enjoy. 

The first requisite to procure land in those days was to take the oath of 
allegiance, on which a certificate was issued as evidence of the fact. A 
location ticket for the lot sought was then granted, for which a small fee 
was charged. Owing to the wild and unsettled state of the township when 
the first of these w'ere issued, "thc colony," or first settlers, were not re­
quired to make any other payment then this mere nominal one; but in 
later years, a fee of $25 was charged to others on the issuing of their deed. 
Before a full title to the land was procured, an affidavit, made by two per­
sons, setting forth that the settlement duties were performed, and a house 
at least 18 by 20 feet in size erected, had to be presented at the land office, 
which for some years rendered a second journey to Toronto a matter of 
necessity. The performance of the settlement duties was not so rigidly 
exacted in this township as in Otonabee, in connection with which they 
will be more clearly described. 

The first settlers in Smith encountered difficulties and privations of which 
we, in after times, can have but a faint conception. Unaccustomed as 
many of them were to the new scenes in which they found themselves 
placed; with scant provisions, and separated by long wastes of wood and 
water from their fellow-kind, their situation, with their wives and little 
ones, must have been at times appalling; and by less indomitable spirits, 
would have been relinquished in dcspair. Looking back upon it now, in 
the light of their present prosperity, what have they not achieved! Such 
br.ave men are the true patriots, whose names deserve to be handed down 
in the annals of our history to future generations. 
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During the first few years, great difficultieH were often felt in procuring 
the necessary provisions with which to support life. These had to be 
brought all the way from Port Hope or Cobourg, in the most laborious 
manner, and in the total absen'cc of even the most ordinary roads ;thG 
only guide being the "blaze" upon the trees through the interminable 
forest, in which they seemed entombed. Under these circumstances, it is 
not to be wondered at that whole families were often for weeks without 
tasting bread, and that the herbs and succulent roots of the rich woods 
were often called into requisition to lengthen out their scanty fare. 

Late in the autumn, during one of these critical junctures, a number of 
the younger men of the settlement started in company for Port Hope, to 
bring in a supply of provisions, of which their families began to be sorely 
in need. The journey was madc by way of the Otonabee river and Rice 
Lake, and on their way back to their expectant households, they encamped on 
an island in Rice Lake. The season was already advanced, and a keen 
frost setting in, what was their surprise and mortification to find themselves 
next morning hemmed in by an icy barrier which stretched away in the 
distance, and blocked up the mouth of the river through which their 
course lay. Imagine their impatience at being thus delayed, well knowing 
that during their absence their loved ones were living on short allowance, 
and their children vainly stretching out their hands for bread. On the 
next day the ice had become sufficiently firm to support them, and they 
proceeded on their way over its glassy surface, dragging their canoe, with 
their provisions behind them. This is but a sample of the difficulties of 
which those early years furnish many examples, 

Not even after their first small clearings were made, and they began to 
sow and reap their tiny harvests, was their condition greatly improved. 
How they watched tbc wheat as it grew, and tasted of the pulpy grain as 
it bardened and matured in the kernel! But there was no mill, and their 
utmost ingenuity could not convert it into the bread for which they longed 
with all the force of early relish. In this dilemma, the stumps of trees, or 
some of the larger logs, were hollowed out into pot-shaped cavities, in 
which a huge mallet was made to fall, to crush the grain; the process being 
aided by tbe spring of a sapling bent over for that purpose, or the unwieldy 
lever still used for raising the bucket in farm wells. Wheat was boiled, 
roasted, and as a food for children, was even chewed by their parents, 
besides being thus pounded, in order to convert it into food. 
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The more robust and vigorous, indeed, not unfrequently shouldered a 
bag of wheat, and carried it through the woods of Monaghan, Cavan and 
Hope to Smith's creek, as Port Hope was then called, returning with it 
ground, to the gTeat joy of the household. On such journeys it was usual 
to take along a supply of potatoes to be eaten on the way, a sufficiency 
being concealed beneath some friendly root, or convenient wind-fall at about 
midway of the distance to be used on the way home. 

A little later, an apology for a mill was erected on Galloway's Creek, in 
Cavan, and a now leading and wealthy farmer in Smith, informs us, that 
after the family were two weeks without flour, he, then a young man, took 
the oxen and the sleigh, and wended his way through the woods to Gallo­
way's. Winter was setting in, and he found the mill silent and the water 
wheel frozen and immovable, Determined to have the flour, he set to 
work with a will, but after chopping away the ice, and spending nearly 
all night in clearing obstructions, a few rounds was the utmost the 
machine could be urged to go, and hc had to trudge back weary and dis­
appointed. 

About the year 1821, the little mill erected by Mr. Adam Scott, on the 
bank of the Otonabee, at Peterborough, and which has been already de­
scribed, was set in motion, and imperfect though it was, it must neverthe­
less have been a great boon to settlers so situated. 

A small grist mill was erected by Jacob Bromwell, one of the early set­
tlers in Smith, which came into operation just before the mill erected by 
the Government in 1827. Bromwell's mill was a frame structure, crected 
at the mouth of a small creek which enters the Otonabee river just below 
Mr. Snyder'S saw mill. In point of size and usefulness, it was about on a 
par with Adam Scott's; and was but a brief time in use,-the erection 
of the larger mill referred to, having superseded the necessity for both of 
these lesser structures. 

A deputation from the early settlers in Smith waited upon His Excel­
lency, Sir Peregrine Maitland, to express the disadvantages under which 
they labored; but as reference has already been made to the incidents of 
that occasion, they need not be repeated here. With the erection of the 
grist mill at Peterborough by the Government, a new era dawned upon 
the settlers in this as well as the adjacent townships, and thenceforward 
their prosperity and success were fully assured. 
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The present excellent roads in Smith were only brought to their present 
perfection after long years of successive impro-vement and the outlay of 
large sums of money. In 1831, a writer in the Cobourg Sta?' described 
the communication road as scarcely passable for ox teams, and filled with 
boulders, stumps and other obstructions. In 1832, £100 was granted 
by the U. C. Legislature to improve this road, and further sums in later 
years. 

The following is an extract from the official returns of Smith for 1832: 
Number of persons assessed 116, acres cultivated 2181, horses 23, oxen 
160, cows 232, horned cattle 143. Total assessed value £8099. Total 
rat~s levied £38 lIs. 1d. Total population 753. 

There are two official school returns for 1832, one being that taught by 
William Lalley, and the other by P. Wood; the average attendance of 
scholars being set down as 21 and 27 for these schools respectively. 
Among the school teachers of later years, are the names of Daniel Dove, 
James Brennan, and Orran l\'[ovey. These occur about the year 1835. 
The first school house was that erected on Mr. Isaac Millburn's lot, about 
the year 183!. 

Among the first clergymen who visited Smith, were the Rev. Mr. 
Tho~pson, Episcopal minister from Cavan, the Rev. William Case, Rev. 
George Tar, and Rev. Henry Ryan, of the Methodist Church; the Rev. 
Samuel Armour, who came in soon after the immigration of 1825, and the 
Rev. J. M. Roger, who located in Peterborough in 1833, also officiated in 
this township i-religious services having in those early days to be held 
in the houses of the settlers, wherever accommodation could best be 
found. 

The township of Smith was not behind in volunteering for the support 
of the Government in 1837, and many left their homes under a sense of 
duty, at great personal inconvenience and risk to their families. Reference 
has however been made to the chief' events of that time in another chap­
ter, and what has there been £iven on this subject must suffice. 

The township of Smith is surrounded on three sides by water. From a 
comparatively early period, its western boundary, along Chemong or l\:Iud 
Lake, was placed in communication by means of' steamers with the 
back townships bordering on the great chain of inland waters in the heart 
of the County of Victoria. These steamers have been the Sturgeon, the 
Backwoodsman., the Petcrborollgh, the Ogemah, the Fly, the Novelty, 



128 

the lVondman and others. At the principal landing place in Smith, now 
the village of Bridgenorth, wharfs wel'e built, and hotel~ and stores fol­
lowed. S. S. Kelly and Walter Scott, Esquires, have there a steam saw 
mill each, and M. S. Dean, Esq., a grist mill, steam saw and shingle mill, 
and also a store and Post Office. 

In 1837, the site of the village of Bridgenorth was still covered by 
forest. The first house there was built by one William Valley, who kept 
a tavern, which he transferred to William Dorey. Daniel Donahue, 
Ralph Edmison, and finally Asa Dunbar succeeded to th~ business. Mr. 
Dunbar and 1\1r. Herrington, a tailor, were the only residents of the place 
in 1843. Besides the store and mills mentioned, it now boasts of three 
hotels, numerous tradesmen, and a neat ·Wesleyan church erected within 

a few years. 

Smith has two other churches, one a Baptist church, on the communi­
cation road, built about the year 1840, of which the Rev. John Gil!nour, 
the Rev. Robert McDougall, the Rev. John Edwards, and now the Rev. 
Edward R. Roberts, have been successively the pastors. The other is a 
Presbyterian church, in the northern part of the township, just completed 
and dedicated in September, 1866. Besides these, the churches in Peter­
borough and Lakefield have supplied the religious wants of a large portion 
of the residents of Smith. 

This township has the merit of being not only the earliest settled, but 
also one of the most thriving and prosperous in the county. In 1852, 
the number of its ratepayers was 250, in 1861, 428, and in 1866 they had 
increased to 621, giving a population in all of about 3600 souls, having 
multiplied nearly three ltnd a half times in the course of thirty years. 

During the fifty years which have now elapsed since the township was 
first settled, munyof the older residents have passed away to their rest; 
but they lived to see the forest subdued, and broad acres of cleared and 
fertile land stretching away on every side. Their first rude habitations 
had, in many instances, given way to large and comfortable mansions of 
brick or stone, and they and their families enjoyed the fruits of their toils 
in comparative wealth and affluence. The first few years of toil and 
privation in a new country brought in their train, first, plenty, and then 
luxury. The children of the first settlers in Smith, who were young men 
and women during some of the early years referred to, have now at their 
very thresholds all the blessings and advantages of the higher walks of 
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civilization. Not only shops and stores teeming with the substantial 
neccssaries, but even with the rich fabrics and choice productions of the 
world; large and elegant churches, within easy access, through the Mosaic 
windows and stained glass of which the sunlight enters; the printing press 
and the news depots, rich with the modern literature of the old and new 
worlds; professional skill, both medical and legal, of the highest order, 
and the most respectable attainments; a fine Court House and a massive 
Jail, with all the paraphernalia of justice and law in their robes of office. 
Mills and manufactories of large proportions, and capable of an indefinite 
extension; the iron rail, and the panting locomotive, with the bustling 
railway station, within easy morning walk of the inhabitants, and within 
rifle shot of the site of that first rude dwelling where the early settlers of 
1818 lived in common until their first shanties could be erected in the 
mighty forest; steamboat communieation stretching far into the interior of 
a fine country, yet undeveloped, and teeming with rich forests and vast 
mineral deposits, which may yet supply the wants and the necessities of 
half the world. 

What a contrast does all this,-the reality of' to-day,-present to the as­
tonished vision of the adventurous pioneers who fifty years ago penetrated 
this spot, then in all the wild rudeness of nature, and passed their first 
nights beneath the spreading branches of the hemlock and the pine ! 
Surely a country eapable of such astonishing development has stilI attrac­
tions for the immigrant from other lands, who may, now as then, in its. 
newer districts, carve out for himself a home and an independence, with 
equally gratifying results. We have stilI in our rear, millions of acres of 
arable hnds, well watered, and rich in all the wild treasures of nature, 
which need but the strong arm and the determined will, joined with pru­
dence and foresight, to become the homc of thousands, who in adding 
to the country's wealth, will be most surely enhancing their own. 

The picture here drawn is no fimcy portrait: the facts reeorded are 
stern realities, and what is here written of the township of Smith might 
with equal truthfulness, be, in great part, repeated in the case of nearly 

every township in the county. 

The establishment of a cheese factory by John Walton Esq., in this 
township in 1866 is an interesting fact, indIcative of the varied resources , , . 
of the Canadian farmer. During this first season, 1600 pounds of excellent 
cheese were manufactured by Mr. WaIton, chiefly from his own c'Ows. As 

18 
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the importance of this branch of trade, and its adaptation to the Canadian 
soil and climate become bettcr understood, operations like this may be 
expected to become more frequent, and their product more extensive. Mr. 
Walton deserves credit for being the first to introduce the manufacturing 
of chellSc on so extensive a scale into this county. 

The last census (1861) shows the population of the township of Smith 
and Harvey to be made up of the following nationalties :-Ireland 455, 
England 354, Scotland, 158, United States 100, Upper Canada 2315, 
Lower Canada 39, other countries 5. 

The religious census for Smith and Harvey for 1861, was as follows:­
Church of England 656, ·R. Catholic 492, W. Methodists 707, Bible 
Christians 178, Free Church 815, Church of Scotland 88, Baptists 376, 
other Methodists 94, other churches 20. 

The total population in 1861 of both townships was 3426, of which 
1811 were males and 1615 females. There were in 1860, 17 deaths, 114 
births, and 752 children attending school. 

The Wardenship,-The township of Smith has had the honor of twice 
furnishing a Warden for the county, in the person of M. S. Dean, Esq., 
who held that important position during the years 1861 and 1862. 

We cannot procure the names of the local municipal officers of this and 
the other townships, during many years, without an amount of labor quite 
disproportionate to the results intended in this little publication; and must 
content ourselves and the reader with a list of the Reeves, Magistrates and 
other prominent officials for the township, which we here subjoin :_ 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS. 

District Councillors. 

1842, Stephen Nicholls, 
1843, William Dixon, 
1844, William Dixon, 
1845, William Dixon and Thomas Bell, 
1846, Thomas Bell and John Milburn , 
1847, Thomas Bell and John Milburn , 
1848, Thomas Bell and John Milburn, 
1849, Thomas Bell and John Milburn, 



Reeves. 

1850, Thomas Bell, 
1851, John Milbu.rn, 
1852, Thomas Bell, 
1853, Thomas Bell, 
1854, John Walton, 
1855, John Walton, 
1856, John Walton, 
1857, John Walton, 
1858, Isaac Garbutt, 
1859, M. S. Dean, 
1860, M. S. Dean, 
1861, M. S. Dean, 
1862, M. S. Dean, 
1863, John Walton, 
1864, John Walton, 
1865, John Walton, 
1866, M. S. Dean, 
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County Councillors. 

Deputy Reeves. 

Isaac Garbutt, 
Isaac Garbutt, 
Isaac Garbutt, 
Isaac Garbutt, 
Isaac Garbutt, 
George Fitzgerald, 
Isaac Garbutt, 
George Fitzgerald, 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN THE TOWNSHIP OF smTH. 

Stephen Nicholls, 
William Dixon, 
Thomas Bell, 
Thomas Fitzgerald, 
John Harvey, 
John Hall, 
William H. Moore, 
John Bell, 
William Elliott, 
Emmanuel Mann, 

John Milburn, 
Thomas Tully, 
Jonathan Stephenson, 
John Walton, 
Isaac Garbutt, 
Lewis Davis, 
M. S. Dean, 
Michael Sanderson, 
S. S. Kelly; 
Andrew Tully. 

LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

William Nicholls Esq., was appointed to this officein 1844. From that 
time until 1852, the duties were discharged by County Superintendents, to 
whom reference is made elsewhere in these pages. The Rev. E. Roberts 
was appointed Local Superintendent in 1852, and continued to hold this 
office uninterruptedly until 1866, when James Stratton Esq., was 

18* 
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appointed Local Superintendent of this and some of the adjoining 

townships. 
Township ClerIcs, &c.-Mr. Thomas :Milburn was thc first :o~nship 

clerk of Smith. Mr. Christopher Burton has now held that posItIOn for 
many years, and has also been for some years Treasurer,-offices ,,:hich 
he has filled with great credit to himself and advantage to the townshIp. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF OTONABEE. 

The township oLOtonabee was surveyed in 1819. The first actual 
settler was Mr. George Kent, who, with a number of immigrants, accom­
panied the late Captain Spilsbury to the township in that year, and was 
located on his land before the township was formally thrown open to set­
tlement. The others did not become settlers, and from some cause remain­
ed but a short time. 

Capt. Chas. Rubidge, R. N., also visited Otonabee in 1819; and returned 
with his family for permanent settlement in :May 1820. He was the 
first in the township to perform the settlement duties and secure a title 
to his land. 

A considerable number of settlers came in during that year, (1820). 
These, as nearly as can be ascertained, were, John Walstead, Major Design, 
Thomas Carr, John Nelson and his sons Andrew and William, John 
Mackintosh, -- Lindsay, Ambrose :Mayett, James Beckett, Thomas 
Nelson, George Esson, with his sons Thomas, Alexander, Daniel and 
Robert; John Fife and family, among whom were six sons; James Foley, 
(uncle of the late James Foley, of Norwood, who remained but a short time) 
John Stewart, William Sowden and Ralph Davidson. Besides these, there 
were the following single men without families :-Robert Redpath, James 
Hunter, George Banks, Nicholas Bullen, Robert Ferguson, Robert Hyatt, 
Lieut. Jenkins and -- Collier. 

For many long years before the surveyor settlement of Otonabee was 
seriously contemplated, a trading post for the purchase of fur and the 
exchange of commodities with the Indians, was kept, at first, by an intel-



ligent Indian, named Herk,imer, and afterwards by Major Charles Ander­
son, on the shore of Rice Lake; but as their object was not that of settle­
ment, we have not mentioned them among the roll of honored names, to 
whom posterity will point as the patriots, who first hewed down the forest, 
and by their labor and their example, amid many dicouragements, have 
made this fine township what it now is-one of the foremost in intelligence, 
in wealth, and successful industry in western Canada. 

The location of the rude house which served for the shelter and the 
home of the lonely trader, was on a point of land just below the site of 
the present Indian village,-Hiawatha. Since the erection of the dam at 
Hastings, (formerly Crook's rapids) the point has become an island, on 
whi~h the remains of the stone chimney and traces of the old house are 
still visible. What a lonely situation three-quarters of a century ago, yet 
not without its picturesque attractions! The sparkling lake in front, 
redolent with life amid its grassy deeps as yet scarce conscious of the hook 
or spear,-the moaning waves dashing upon the silent shore, beyond which 
rose the giant forest, vast, interminable. And then the drifting snows, 
like a great winding sheet, which for half the year closed up the scene! , 

What cared he-the hardy trader-for the summer glories or the win­
ter's blasts. Secure in his cosy hut, with a blazing fire, he bade defiance 
to the storm, as he counted his furs, and shrewdly guessed the hundreds of 
per-centage to be realized from his purchases. 

But how changed the prospect now! The towering pine and the gigan­
tic elm, with their less imposing brethren of the forest, have in great part 
passed away, and where they stood, the snug farm house, surrounded by 
broad fields of waving grain, attract the sight. Agriculture, followed by 
the numerous appliances of civilization, stepped in to monopolize the soil; 
and adjoining the spot where once the solitary trader pursued his avo­
cation, thousands now subsist, in comparative wealth and substantial 

plenty. 
A number' of gentlemen occupying the position of half-pay officers, 

secured the greater portion of the lots along the front of the township; 
thus obliging the other settlers, not without some reluctance, to take up 
positions further to the rear. Several of these gentlemen were not actual 
re~idents, but employed persons residing in the vicinity to perform the 
settlement duties for them: and many of those who actually settled on 
their land, remained but a few years, and then sought a home more conge­

nial to their tastes elsewhere. 
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The first thing required of the I!ettler in those days, was to go before 
the land Agent, (who resided at first in Toronto, but an agency was after­
wards opened at Cobourg.) and take the oath of allegiance. For adminis­
tering this oath, a fee of seven shillings and sixpence was charged; and 
the applicant was then furnished with a location ticket for any unoccupied 
lot he might have selected. This ticket entitled him to a free grant of 
fifty acres on performing certain conditions known as settlement duties: 
and on satisfactory proof that these terms had been complied witll, a deed 
was issued for the fifty acres, with right to purchase the other fifty, or 
any other unoccupied lands in the vicinity. The second fifty acres could 
be procured (thus securing 100 acres) on the payment of £4; but with a 
view of checking speculation by non-settlers, an additional 200 acres could 
only be got by paying £36. But these prices were subsequently reduced, 
and land could afterwards be obtained at prices more consonant with the 
circumstances of the time. The rule was, that the settlement duties must 
be performed within eighteen months, or the clllim was forfeited, and 
might be handed over to another. 

These settlement duties consisted in chopping down and clearing out 
the trees and brushwood along the concession line in front of the lot, to 
the width of two rods, and slashing down the timber four rods wide along 
side of this-thus making an opening through the forest six rods wide, 
along the entire length of the lot of 100 acres, which, with similar work 
on the part of the owner of the opposite lot, opened to view the whole 
breadth of the concession line. In addition to this, a clearing of two acres 
at least, must be made, and a house or shanty 18 x 20 feet in size erected 
on the land. The absentees, who hired men to perform this work, did 80 

at an average expense of $25 per 100 acres, varying, of course, according 
to circumstances and the terms of the bargain made. But, as a rule, 
these requirements were only very partially fulfilled; the sterner necessities 
of the settler occupying his time; while the difficulty of access to the 
new settlements, and no doubt a desire to deal leniently with the earJy 
pioneers, rendered official enquiries easily satisfied, or evaded, without 
any very serious dereliction of truth. 

The onl~ means of ingress to the township of Otonabee, in those early 
days, was by crossing Rice Lake in small boats or skiffs, hired for the 
occasion, at a tariff of charges which would now be considered very high. 
For instance, a boat and a boy to convey a passenger or two from Gore's 
landing to Foley'S point, could hardly be procured for less than four dol-
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lars, In consequen~e of the inexperience of' most of the scttlers as to the 
managcment of a boat in rough weather, these small crafts were fre­
quently upset by the swells, and the luggage with which they were usually 
loaded, as well as thc lives of the passengers endangered, or lost. 

Several accidents of' this kind are remembered, and also some very re­
markable escapes. In the fall of 1820, a Mr. Housten, an intending 
settler in Asphodel, and his three sons, with their effects, arrived at the south 
side of the lake, where the owner of a boat of considerable size, was de­
manding what was regarded as an extravagant sum for ferrying them 
across. Lieut. Jenkins and a ship carpenter named Collier, who had just 
returned from Kingston with a trim sail boat, promptly undertook the 
task, and the passengers and their goods were placed on board the little 
vessel, which was heavily laden, As they approached the first island, a 
squall arose, the vessel swamped, and the five passengers found themselves 
immersed in the water, amid floating trunks and a bundle of bedding. 
Jenkins could not swim and speedily sank j Collier was an excellent 
swimmer, but his pockets were loaded with shot. He struck out for the 
island, but becoming entangled in the rice, he too was drowned. Housten 
and his sons, with rare presence of mind, clung to their floating goods, 
which kept them afloat until the larger boat arrived from the shore, and 
they were rescued. 

John McIntosh and his daughter Margaret, perished, as was believed, by 
breaking through the ice, in attempting to cross. His body was found 
during the following spring in Foley's bay, and hers further down at a 
point of land since called Margaret's island. 

Other fatal accidents of a similar kind were not unfrequent, so that the 
passage of the lake came to be regarded as dangerous. This circumstance, 
combined with the total absence of milling facilities, and the great exer­
tions and expense involved in getting supplies from without, cast a gloom 
of despondency over the young settlement. Many of the younger men 
left the township, to seek occupation elsewhere, and at the end of the 
third year, the new setttiement had receded rather than advanced. 

During these early yeara, hand-sleighs were frequently used during the 
winter months to transport provisions and necessaries, from the south side 
of the lake, across the ice, and along a devious road through the almost 
untracked snow, to the hungry mouths, several miles inland in the forest. 
Even after Scott's little mill was erected at "the Plains," it wail difficult 
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or impossible to reach it in the depths of winter; while during the summcr 
months, those residing in thc south-eastern portion of' Otonabee, found it 
to thcir advantage to carry their scanty store of grain several miles to 
Rice Lake, paddle it up to the mouth of the Otonabee river, and thence 
along the windings of that crooked stream till at length the longed-for 
destination was reached, (Scott's mill, at "the Plains," now Peterborough,) 
and after an indefinite delay, they returned by the same route. 

Not only were passengers and goods conveyed across the lake in small 
boats, but also young cattle; and in one instance, as we are credibly in­
formed, a settler conveyed down the lake, a distance of 14 miles, 4 head 
of cattle two years old, in a skiff, he paddling all the way seated in the 
stern. 

For many years the skins of the hogs, annually killed, were made into 
moccasins, with the hairy side in, as a substitute for boots, and in the 
scarcity of tea, which was then a costly luxury, wild peppermint, sweet 
balm, and other herbs were made to take its place. One of these went by 
the name of Foley's tea, and some others were believed to be an antidote 
to fever and ague,-a disease from which the early settlers suffered 
severely. 

These were the times to try men's patriotism and to test their patience; 
but well and bravely did the men and the women too of that day endure 
their privations; and though many of them have passed away to their rest, 
those who remain, and their children's children, enjoy the fruits of their 
labors. The heart loneliness of many of these early settlers, and the long­
ing for the familiar objects of their native land, expressed iI;! the following 
original lines, written in Otonabee and published at a lat!!r date, must 
then have found an echo in the bosom of many of these early 6ettlers at 
the time of which we write. We quote the lines from the Cobourg Star, 
of December 31st, 1831, without being able to indicate their author:-

MY HAME. 

I ca~ ca' this forest, harne, 
It is nae hame to me ; 

Ilk tree is suthern to my heart, 
And unco to my e' e. 

If I cou'd see the bonny broom 
On ilka sandy know' ; 

Or the whins in a' their gowden prid.e, 
That on the green hill grow; 
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If I cou'd see the primrose bloom, 
In Nora's hazel glcn; 

And hear the linties chirp and sing, 
Far frae the haunts 0' men: 

If I cou'd see the !'ising sun 
Glint owre the dewy corn; 

And the tunefu' laY'roeks in the 'ky 
Proclaim the coming 1110rn : 

If I could see the daisy spread 
Its wee flowers owre the lee; 

Or the heather scent the 11100Ultain breeze, 
And the ivy climb the tree: 

If I could ~ee the lane kirk yar,!. 
iVhar' frien's lye si,le by side: 

And think that I could lay my bane, 
Beside them when I died: 

Then might I think this forest., hame, 
And in it live and del' ; 

XOI' feel regret at my heart's core, 
:lfy native bnd for thee. 

Otonabee, 1st December, 18;;l. 

A short time after Oaptain Rllbidge had located, with his family, ou 
his land in Otonabee, and early in the summer of 1820, he was visited 1ly 
.John Oovert, ]~sri" (father of the President of the Port I-lope, Lindsay 
and Beaverton Railway, and William H. Draper Esq., now Chief Justice 
of Upper Oanada, but then an unfledged barrist.er; bot.h of whom intended 
to locate themselves on land in Otonahce. The former gentleman. indeed, 
had already purchased fifty acres of land from Oapt. Rubidge; but the 
prospect of the new settlement was far from encouraging, and the black 
flies at that season proved so annoying. that, after spending a night in 
Oapt. R's unfinished domicile, using the loft, partly floored with boards, 
for a sleeping apartment., they were only too willing to beat a retreat, 
without even viRiting the land on which t,heir plans had previously been 
fixed. 

It is not to be wondered at, that in the condition of the.country which 
then prevailed, others of those who had chosen locations, :lbandoned them, 
and, possessed of means to some extent, sought elsewhere these advantnges 
and facilities which time and the increase of population, aided by the 

19 
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paternal care of the Government, at length provided even here, and which 
have since placed this townshit) on a level with those most favored in the 
Province. 

Of the entire first settlers, whose names were previously given, four, 
only, now survive; but these continue hale and vigorous, and give promise, 
we trust, of many future years. Their names are :-Captain Charles 
Rubidge, R. N., Mrs. (George) Esson, Mr. George Howson, Mrs. (Johu) 
Blizard, (senior). 

Among the early settlers in Otonabee, deserving, from his talents and 
enterprise, of more than a mere passing notice, was Thomas Carr, Esq. 
This gentleman, after a residence of about ten years in the West Indies, 
became afflicted with a white swelling of the knee, which caused him to 
return to his native land. He underwent the operation of amputating the 
diseased limb at Edinburgh, and on his recovery, made his way to Canada 
in the year 1819, and with his brother Andrew, settled in Otonabee during 
the following year. The two brothers acquired the land on which the 
village of Keene stands, Thomas owning t.he 100 acres on the south, and 
Andrew that on the north side of the intersecting line. Andrew was 
killed soon after by the fall of a tree while performing settlement duties on 
the land of one Jenkins; but Thomas continued an active life for many 
years, displaying much enterprise, and investing large means in both farm 
and store. Of a cultivated and observing mind, he wrote frequent articles 
of local interest chiefly to the Cobourg Star, one of the earliest, if not the 
first, newspapers in the then Newcastle District. 

Capt. Rubidge kept the first Post Office in Otonabee, at his residence; 
but Mr. Carr was the first Post-master in Keene, and at one time con­
ducted an extensive business both at Keene and Norwood. He subsequent­
ly entered into a mercantile partnership with Thomas Short Esq, and the 
Post Office was then transferred to their joint store. After fulfilling 
various public trusts, among others representing that township in the Dis­
trict Council, and by his example and his pen, doing much to mitigate the 
disadvantages of settlement in a new country, he at length became melan­
choly and depressed in spirits, and althongh surrounded by kind and at­
tentiye friends, he seemed unable to shake off the incubus which weighed 
upon his mind. The following lines written by him in 1831, and pub­
lished in the local papers of the district., are applicable to his own sad end 
in November, 1860, which occurred in the house of a near relative; for he 
had never married. 



139 

ELEGY. 
On the late lamented death of --- E8'1" who fell uy lti8 oten hand. 

Why didst thou stop the vital stream? 
Oh! say, whltt pang, thy bosom tOl'e '! 

Had life's fair prospects ceased to beam? 
01' cherished friends didst thou deplore? 

Did love his golden shafts employ, 
And in thy bosom leave a dart, 

To pierce thy hopes of earthly joy, 
And rankle in thy bleeding heart? 

Or did ambition fire thy breast, 
To tread the thorny paths to fame'l­

Alas! ambition mars Out' rest, 
And envy blights the fairest name. 

Thou had'st not toil'd through life so long, 
To find that all its scenes are vain;­

That love belies the poet's song, 
And earthly pleasures end in pain. 

Could not fair fame-connections high, 
Thy heart· corroding cares beg4ile'l 

Ah! what can stay the heaving sigh, 
When mental pleasures cease to smile '? 

Where art thou, now'l what scenes contain 
Thy viewless form, from dust refined '! 

Does memory still her sense retain? 
What cares employ thy active mind '? 

Yon beauteous orb which beams on high, 
Know'st thou its nature and its frame '? 

Its kindred spheres, that deck the sky, 
What sources feed their ceaseless flame? 

The world, conceal'd from mortal sight, 
Thou knowest now-we soon shall know; 

What scenes adorn yon realms of light, 
Far from this earth, and earthly woe, 

A few short years shall pass away, 
And life's vain tumults all shall cease ;' 

I too shall hail my latest day, 
And sleep, like thee, at last in peace. 

Otonabee, November 15, 1831. T. C. 
19* 



140 

Before taking leave of the early settlcr~, anu proceeding with a brief 
summary of subsequent cvent~, it lllay be well to lllention, that the families 
of three of the first settlers who eame from Kincardine, parish of Tully­
allen, Scotland, nUlllbereu on their settling in Otonabee twenty-six souls. 
Two of them, Mr. John Fife and Mr. George Esson, were among the first 
settlers, and lUI'. David Henderson, the third of the trio,joined thelll within 
two or three years. Of these twenty-six persons, seventeen arc now living, 
after an interval of .JoG years. Only nine have died,-three hOlll old age, 
having exceeded four score years, two at ages between ~eventy and seventy­
five, and four between thirty and fifty-five years of age. One of· the 
parents still survives in the person of lVIrs. George Esson. This fact is an 
illustration of the healthfulness of this clima:te, notwithstanding the 
dangers and privations incident to early settlement in a new country. 

In the fall of the year 1825, fifty-one families were added to the residents 
in Otonabee from umong the immigrants under the Hon. Peter Robinson. 
In the settlement and location ot' these, upon their lands, it has already 
been stated, that Captain Rubidge, rendered efficient aid, which was not 
the less prompt and obliging in that it was gratuitously given. 

Those of the immigrants who located in Otonabee, have probably, on 
the whole, proved more successful than those in other townships. They 
had the advantages of an intermixture with settlers earlier than themselves, 
from whose experiences they speedily learned the best method of subduing 
the forest, and whose example of thrift and enterprise they imitated to a 
greater extent than in loealties almost wholly peopled by themselves; where 
practical lessons like these were more sparingly supplied. 

During the same year, (1825) Dr. John Gilchrist erected a grist mill 
at Keene, with one run of stones, and a saw-mill with a single npright 
saw. In order to do this, an excavation for a water course of half a mile 
in length was necessary, which he successfully accomplished at his own 
expense, though aided in part by the voluntary labor of the settlers. In 
order to increase the supply of water in the Indian river, on which this 
mill and that of the Hon. Zaccheus Burnham, subsequently erected at 
'Warsaw, depended, these gentlemen, in after years, excavated a short cut 
from Stoney Lake to the head waters of the Indian river, which materially 
increased the supply, anu thus afforded a second outlet to the waters of 
that lake. 
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In the winter of 1829-30, Dr. Gilchrist opened the first store iu Keene, 
and about the same time a brauch of the store of Mr. Dougall Campbell, 
of Cobourg, was also opencd in the vicinity, uuder the munugemeut of 
3Ir. James CUllllUiugs. :Messrs. Foley aud Grover were the third firm in 
mercantile busines~ at Keene. Prior to this period a tavern was in exist­
ence there, kept by l\Ir. Archibald Nelson, and another followed, kept by 
Mrs. Hurtley, now of Norwood. Thomas Short, Esy:., for some time 
M. P. P. for the county, camc to Otonabee when but ct boy in 1830. 
His subsequcnt succe~sful and extensive business, which, dming many 
years, rendered Keenc and Allandale excellent markets for the produce of 
the county, are wcll known to evcry one here, and need not be further 
referred to. 

Among the earliest improvements of a public kind in this township was 
a road from Bannister's point, on Rice Lake, to the Town of Peterborough, 
laid out by Captain Rubidge, and graded in a great measure by his own 
personal exertions, aidcd by a grant of mOlley from the magistrates of thc 
Newcastlc District. Sir Percgrine Maitland passed up this road on his 
way to Peterborough, in the winter of 1826. For many years it was 
known as Rubidge's road, in consequence of the grcat interest taken by 
that gentlemen in cutting out and rendering it passable. 

The first school house in Otonabee was of logs, and stood on the east 
half oflot no. 20 in the 4th concession. It was built.in 1829 to aCCOlll­
modate a few families then in the vicinity, but was never occupied as in­
tended; a second house for this purpose was erected a year or two later at 
a little distance, on the east half of lot no. 20 in the third concession. 
Aid towards procuring glass, &c., was rendered from Cobourg; and that 
locality also contributed a teacher in the person of Mr. David Housten, a 
Scotchman, who was detained by a severe attack of fever and ague at the 
house of Mr. John Williams, above Sully, for nearly two months. Being 
in a precarious state, Dr. Gilchrist was sent for to visit him, which he did 
more than once. On his recovery, his gratitude to the doctor expressed 
itself in a letter of thanks, in which he lamented that he had no money, 
but promised to pay him as soon as he could. In reply he received the 
following letter replete with the spirit of true christian charity, which we 
present to the reader all the more readily from the fact, that· we have but 
few written memorials of the kind physician or the enterprising citizen 

from whom it emanated ;-
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Reply to the J1Ioneyless Paticilt. 
Sm,-When you see a fellow-creaturc in distress relicvc him as far as 

your abilities will allow; and in so doing you will discharge the debt you 
owe to 

Otonabee, -- 1830. JOHN GILCHItIST. 

In 1832, a school was opened in Keene by Mr. Thomas Dennehy, and 
continued by him for several ycars. In 1833, thc official returns place 
the attcndance at tIlis school at 20 children; and in that taught by Mr. 
William Coulter, ill the section now known as no. 5, at 21. In 1835, 
neither the schools nor the attendance appears to have greatly increased; 
as by the returns made, Mr. Dennehy's school at Keene had an attendance 
of 24, and jUr. .William Donaghy's 23. 

Grants were made by the Legislature from time to timc for the improve­
ment of the road8; and from 1830 to 1840 such items as the following 
occur frequently in the Appcndix to the Journals of the House :-On the 
road from Rice Lake to P~terborough, £80; on the road from Keene 
towards Asphodel, £25; on ditto towards Crook's rapids, £50; on bound­
ary betwccn Otonabee and Douro, £50. The sums thus granted were 
laid out under the superintendence of commissioners named in the Act, 
thc most prominent among whom were Captain Rubidge, William Whit­
law, Thomas Carr, James Hope, Esquires, and others. But besides these 
occasional grants, a very large amount of work was voluntarily performed 
greet is, by the residents, in order to improve their roads. 

The first who ministered to the spiritual wants of' the people in this 
township was the Rev. Samuel Armour, Episcopal clergyman of Peter­
borough. It was his custom to hold service once a month at the house of 
J\Ir . John Nelson, 81'. The'W esleyan Methodists came next, and among 
the earliest of these, was the Rev. Mr. Evans, missionary to the Rice Lake 
Indians, and the Rev. Daniel McMullen, of the Cobourg circuit. These 
gentlemen or their co-laborers, preached once a month at the houses of Mr. 
John Fife, Jr., and subsequently at those of Mr. John Stewart and Mr. 
George Howson. The first Presbyterian minister who visited Otonabee 
was the Rev. Archibald Colquhoun, about the year 1834. He resided 
about five years among his parishioners there, and then, a difference arising 
between him and his hearers, he removed to Dummer. The Rev. Mr. 
'Vallace ~ucceeded him; but his health was infirm, and on his retirement, 
the Presbyterian body was supplied for some years by missionaries, until 
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the induction of the Rev. Mr. Andrews, who still resides at Keene. The 
present Methodist and Presbyterian churches, at Keene, were the first 
erected in the township, many years ago, but the precise date we havc 
been unable to ascertain. 

Since the erection of mills at Keene and Peterborough, in 1825-6, and 
the influx of population which then took place, the iiubstantial progress of 
this township has been marked, and almost uninterrupted. It is not 
within the scope of the present work to enter largely into the details of 
the census, or of the general statistics of the townships, as these have been 
made public from time to time, and are easy of access. The following 
summary, compiled from official returns, will, however, be interesting, as 
shewing the gratifying progress and development made by this township 
during less than a single generation:-

\ 
No. of Total I Total \ I Total I 

Year House- Popula- I Assessed T . I 
�, __ H __ ol_d_e_rs_.-+ ____ t_io_n_. __ ~---v-a-l-u-e.--_+I--a-x-a-tl_o_n~. __________ __ 

1832\ 213 I 862 $ 46724 $ -224, I 
1842 369 1643 105623 I Ashburnham 
1852\ 611 3872 655770 964 (. included. 
1857 853 \ 5331 766120 2187) I 
1866 803 4818 558475 - do. omitted. 

It must be borne in mind that the estimated valuation in the above 
table, is that adopted by assessment for the purpose of levying rates, and 
is much below the full actual value of the lands in question. 

The county rate ·alone, for the year 1866, is $3207,-a figure in 
marked contrast to even the entire taxation of former years. 

In 1853-4, the Cobourg and Peterborough railway was completed, and 
passed through the heart of this fine township, which was furnished with 
station accommodation. By private enterprise, chiefly, a line of telegraph 
wire was, at the same time, erected from the station to the village of 
Keene,-a distance of about four miles; and an impetus was given to the 
growth of that village, which, unhappily, has not been sustained; although 
it is still the centre for the transaction of a large amount of local 

business. 
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Since 1860, the railroad, with its huge embankments, i~s rusting irons, 
and empty and deserted station grounds, remain, silent monuments of the 
mutability of human hopes; and from the repose of their solitude, un­
broken now by the roar of wheels, or the rnsh of the iron steed, they serve 
to remind ns, that great natnral obstructions, do, sometimes, for a time at 
least, bid defiance to the genius and the power of man. 

That this solitude may yet be broken, and this fine road resume its 
former usefulness, is still ardently desired, and by many believed to be 
among the probabilities of the future. 

Notwithstanding the present disadvantage from the closing of this road, 
-the proximity of the Town of Peterborough on one hand, and the 
facilities for steam communication on Rice Lake, during the summer 
season, on the other, place Otonabee in a position leaving little to be de­
sired in the way of speedy transit, and give advantages to it, of which any 
township might well feel proud, and before which those of few wonld be 
preferred. 

The last census (in 1861) showed the popnlation of Otonabee to be 
made up of the following nationalties :-Ireland 75!J, England 289, Scot­
land 412, United States 37, Upper Canada 2684, Lower Canada 30, other 
countries 10. 

By the same official returns, the adherents of the several churches were 
as follows :-Church of England 669, Roman Catholic 1232, Wesleyan 
Methodist 922, Episcopal Methodist 6, Bible Christian 80, Free Chur~h 
1105, Church of Scotland 122, Baptists 7, other Methodists 30, other 
churches 48. 

The total population was then set down at 4221, of which 2230 were 
males and 1991 females. During 1860, there were 40 deaths, 116 births, 
and 862 children attending school. 

Wardens,-Otonabee has had the honor of contributing two Wardens 
to the County Council, who have very worthily presided over the delibera­
tions of that body. These gentlemen are William Lang and Evans 
Ingram, Esquires,-the former of whom held that important position in 
1860, and the latter in 1866, with credit to themselves and advantage to 
the county. 
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Dr!!'NtlCT AXD COF:'ITY rOrNCILLORC'_ 

])istrict Coullcillors. 

1842, Thomas Carr and .James Dori", 
1843, Roger Bates and Thomas Carr, 
1844, Roger Bates and D. MeFarlane, 
1845, Roger Bates and D. McFarlane, 
1846, Thomas Short and D. j)fcFarlane. 
'1847, Roger Bates and Thomas Short, 
1848, Roger Bates and Thomas Short, 
1849, Thomas Short and Roger Bates. 

Cuun~1j Councillol's. 

Reeves. Deputy Reeves. 

1850, Thomas Short, Henry Bawbell, 
1851, Tho!Ilfls Short, ",V. Armstrong, 
1852, William Lang, .J ames Anderson, 
1853, William Lang, J ames Anderson, 
1854, James Anderson, William Lang, 
1855, William Lang, H,icharcl H,eid, 
1856, William Lang, Hichard Reid, 
1857, William Lang, Thomas Ryan. 
1858, William Lang, Andrew Jackson, 
1859, William Lang, Evans Ingram, 
1860, William Lang, Evans Ingrum, 
1861, Evans Ingram, Alex. Campbell, 
1862, Evans Ingram. .J oseph Bowie. 
1863, Evans Ingram, Andrew .Nelson, 

1864, Evans Ingram, .John Blizard, 

1865, Evans Ingram, .J ames Miller, 

1866, Evans Ingram, .John Miller. 

JUSTICES OI' THE PEACE IN OTONABEE. 

Thomas Carr, 
Dr. John Gilchrist, 
William Stewart, 
'I'homas Chambers, 
'fhomas Buck, 
George Reid, 

20 

Charles Rubidge, 
Duncan Cameron, 
Roger Bates, 
Henry Bawbell, 
William Learmout, 
William Lang, 
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.rll"'''ce.~ of the Peace-CoNTINUED. 

Richard Reid, 
JameB Cameron, 
Christopher Howson, 
Adam Starke. 

Evans Ingram, 
George Carlow, 
Jamcs Miller, 
Thomas Short. 

LOCAL "UPERINTENDENTS FOR OTONABEE. 

The first Local Superintendent of Schools for Otonabee was .Tames 
Anderson, Esq., ~ho was appointed to that office in 1844. He was suc­
ceeded by Adam Stark, Esq., in the following year. After the office of 
County Superintendent had been dispensed with, the Rev. E. Roberts was 
appointed Local Supcrint.endent of Schools for this township in 1852, 
and continued so to act until 1855, ill which year the Rev. Francis 
Andrews, of Keene, rcceiveLl the. appointment, and retained the office until 
1866, when the B.ev. David Cantloll, of Peterborough, was appointed 
Local Superintendent for this township. 

The village of Keenc, for some years, has had an excellent school, and 
thronghout the township generally the work of education is successfully 
progressing. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF DOURO. 

The first settlers in Douro arrived in the autumn of 1822,-a date 
prior to the survey of the township, which was made in the following year. 
The enterprising men who, with their families, thus dared the perils of 
the bush, were the Hon. Thomas Alexander Stewart, M. L. C., and 
Robert Reid, Esq., both of whom not only triumphed over the difficulties 
of the situation, but in after years found their toils rewarded by wealth 
and affluence. Both were created Justices of the Peace, and filled many 
other important offices of trust and emolument in the settlement and amid 
the community they were the first to found. Indeed so high was the 
estimation in which Mr. Stewart was held, both for his personal qualities 
and the ~ervices he had rendered by example and influence, in furthering the 
interests of the country, by the l)l"omotion of actual- settlement, that in the 
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year 1833, he was elevated to a seat in the Legislative Council of' Canada, 
by appointment of thc Crown i-a position he continued worthily to fill 
until the period of his decease in September, 1847. 

These gentlemcn, on leaving Ireland, were furnished with letters to the 
Governor of this Province. by whom land was assigned them in Douro, 
then a wilderness, and, as already stated, not cven surveyed. 1\11'. Stewart 
received a grant of 1200, and Mr. Reid of :2000 acres, on condition of 
actual settlement and the performance of' settlement dutics,-terms, at the 
time, sufficiently arduous and trying even for the stoutest hearts and the 
bravest spirits. They also received permission to hold the entire town­
ship for a period of five years, with a view to promoting its settlement by 
their friends, acquaintances or others, who might be induced to emigrate 
and settle in so remote. a situation-a right which they cheerfully and 
patriotically relinquished at the request of the Hon. Peter Robinson, ill 
1825, on his arrival at Peterborough with the immigrants under hi, 

charge. 

We cannot better portray the difficulties and privations, as well as the 
heroism incident to the settlement of the township of Douro, at the period 
referred to, than by quoting entire the following touching narrative of the 
personal experiences of the wife of one of the first settlers, who kindly fur­
nished it in response to our appeal for information in regard to those early 
days; and to whom, and to others, who have cheerfully assisted us, we 
are under so many obligations. The following is this most interesting 

narrative :-

" On the first day of June, 1822, we sailed from Quebec, accompanied 
by my brother-in-law and his family, which consisted of his wife, six 
daughters and three sons. We came up the St. Lawrence from La Chine 
in batteaux, which was a very tedious mode of travelling. We reached 
'foronto, (then called York) in August, and were detained there several 
weeks by illness. Meantime my husband and brother-in-law procured a 

grant of land in Douro, and started to see it." 

"About the first of October, we came to Cobourg, then a very small 
village. From thence, my brother-in-law with some hired men proceeded 
direct to Douro, to make an opening in the woods; my husband being pre­
vented by illness from accompanying them. Two clearings were commenced 
about I!. mile from the boundary of the township of Otonabee. Early in 
Novembllr, my sister-in-law and her childrell. joined her husband in the 

20* 
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backwooda. They tDok a large scow, or fiatrbottorucd b6at, fl'OIll Rite 
Lake, which on the second evening reached the Little Lake. They laud­
ed on thc point of land ncar where the village of Ashburnham is now 
situated, and from thence proccederl to their shanty, about three miles 

from the landing." 

" My husband, myself and three little children, with a maid-servant and 
a boy, were to comc up on the return of thc boat; but we were detained 
at Oobourg by the illness of one of our children, and therefol'e were 
obliged to wait for sleighing, to perform the journcy by land, thl'ough the 
townships of Hope, Cayall and Monaghan." 

"At that time there werc but few settlers in theBe townships; and on 
the second day we travelled ninc or ten miles without seeing a house or 
clearing. At last, we reached "Scott's mill," (on the 12th of February, 
1823, at 1 o'clock p. m.) then the only house in Peterborough. The 
Little Lake not being safe for teams to crOBB on thc icc, we were obliged 
to walk over,-our childrell and luggage being carried by our servants, 
and some men who kindly assisted. The snow was tben about two feet 
deep. Our ox-team and sleigh were in waiting on the other side, bilt by 
the time we had all reached the place daylight began to filiI, which made 
our progress through the woods much more difficult; and the sleigh being 
loaded, I was obliged to walk. Our lantern, unfortunately, got filled with 
snow, and our candle so wet that it would not light. So we proc,'ceded 
slowly, and at last perceived a light before us, and soon reached our log 
house. The light proceeded from a large wood fire, which rejoiced our 
hearts." 

" We found our house in a very unfinished state; the door had not 
been hung, nor were any partitions made. A large opening was left in 
the roof, where the chimney was to have gone up, but the intense frost 
had stopped the mason-work, when about half eomplekd. Finding this, 
rather cooled us, and we felt puzzled where to lay our sleeping ehildren, 
as the floor was covered with a thick coating of ice and mortar. However, 
we soon discovered some shav-ings left by the shingle makei's, which we 
spread on the ice, and then laid on our mattrasses, and on these made a 
temporary "shake-down," on which we cheerfully laid down, -after a BUP­

perof tea, bread, butter and pork. Being very weary, we slept sound­
ly; but in the morning, Dn looking up, I saw the stars through the aperturt 
left fo}' the chimney." 
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".\.t this time, my brother-in-law and his .family lived in ~n open shanty, 
about half a mile north of us, and from having their fire outside, they 
were much annoyed by the smoke and sparks blowing in, which at night 
often set fire to their bedding." 

., By slow degrees these dlffieultie.; were sUl'lUotmted; but we found new 
difficulties arising from the want of roads, or some means of conveying our 
provisions from Cobourg, which was the nearest town. :lIr. Bethune was 
then the only store-keeper there, and was also Post-mastcr. We sent to 
him when a fresh supply of provision~ or other necessaries was required, 
and these were forwarded to us by way of Rice Lake, which proved a very 
tedious and expensive mode of conveyance, and th(; delay of our supplie~ 
sometime drove us to m05t painful straits. In the autumn a sufficient 
stere had to be procured in this way to last for five months, as our winters 
at that tillle Bet in about the end of October and seldom terminated until 
the middle or end of April. At one timc, beforc we had any shoemakers 
near us, we sent an tlrder to Cobourg for boots and shoes, for both families, 
numbering about twenty persons of all ages, and after waiting a long time 
for them, we learned that, they had been lost in crossing Rice Lake, and 
could not be recovered. This was a serious loss, as they could not 
be replaced for some lllonths, and in the meantime many werc obliged to 
go barefooted." 

" Pea soup and pork was our principal food. Our bread was good, when 
we could get good flour, or when the yeast was )lot frozen. Very often 
we hacl only rye meal, whieh was not disagreeable: but one season, not 
being able to procure flour or meal of any kind, we werc obliged to use 
boiled wheat and corn, and were onee reduced to bran cakes, which soon 
disagreed with us.' 

"As our first Spring in the backwoods advanced, I was delighted with 
the beauty and novelty of the scene around us. Our clearing was opened 
to the river, which in thosc days rushed along with great rapidity and 
noise, earryingdown large masses of ice from the lakes and waters above uo. 
Since then the numerous dams have marred the natural beauty of the river; 
while the fine hemlocks and cedars which grew so beautifully along the 
bank, were since cut downj and have disappeared." 

" III the Autumn of our first year in Pouro, our youngest child, a sweet 
little,girl of'not, q~ite two <years old, was seized with dysentery. I was 
quite igaorant of the treatment of that disease, and there WIlS no doctor 
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within rcach,-the ncare~t beiug Dr. Hutcheson, who then resided in 
Cavan, a good many miles distant. \Vc had as yet no canoes on the river, 
and were ofteu depending upon a ehance visit of the Indians for a passage 
to the other side. One of our hired men, a faithful Highlander, seeing 
how very ill our darling was, volunteered to swim across the rapid stream, 
and walk through the woods to the doctor, premising that, if I wrote the 
particulars, he would bring the necessary medicine. He started early in 
in the morning of a cold October day, and returned about midnight, with 
some powders and a message that the doctor would eome up on the fol­
lowing day. But no improvement followed, and the day was passed in 
great anxiety, for the doctor did not arrive. On the third day he came, 
having left home at the promised time, but lost his way in the woods, and 
hence the delay. The next day she appeared more lively, but refused to 
take the arrowroot and sago which I offered her. She asked for bread, 

and of this we had none fit to give her, having for some time been unable 
to procure good flour. It was a bitter trial not to have what she seemed 
to crave. The next day she fell into a stupor, and towards midnight her 
angel spirit passed away to the immortal land. A few weeks after this 
sad event, she was replaced by another dear little daughter,-the first 
white child born in Douro, who still lives, and is a comfort and a blessing 
to her aged mother and a fine family of her own." 

, .• \.gue did not make its appearance for some years. Between 1823 and 
1825, when the Han. Peter Robinson arrived with a large immigration, 
we had many hardships and privations to endure, partly from a want of 
knowledge of the propel' way of managing, and partly from the heavy 
expenses iucurred on our first starting, by the exorbitant eharges, and 
high price of every kind of provisions and clothing, besides the great diffi­
culty of procuring even the most necessary articles. But after the estab­
lishment of Peterborough, all these difficulties gradually disappeared, and 
have now nearly faded froUl my memory." F. S. 

There must have been many incident.s in the Canadian life of the two 
first settlers mentioned, which would be worth recording, could they be 
remembered or reproduced. Robert Reid Esq., was a man of vigorous 
frame, and fitted by nature to endure the difficulties and surmount the 
trials of early Canadian life. Of these difficulties and arduous toils we , 
may be sure there were enough in store for the settler in Douro at the , 
early period mentioned all the date of its first settlement. The absence of 
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mills, stores and even the most ordinary mechanics, already mentioned in 
the case of settlers in other townships, were hardsh~ps equally experienced 
here, as a practical illustration of which it is mentioned that Mr. Reid, 
having broken his logging chain, was obliged to carry or drag it all the 
way to Port Hope to get the broken link repaired. But all these early 
difficulties were overcome by manly vigour and perseverance. Mr. Reid 
not only raised, but educated, a large family, some of the members of 
which reside near the old family location, and are among our most respected 
citizens. 

Mr. Reid was It Justice of the Peaee, and for Ulany years worthily dis­
charged the duties of Auditor for the County, besides filling various other 
offices of trust in his municipality. His death occurred in March, 1856, 
at the advanced age of 84 years. 

The Hon. T. A. Stewart, M. L. 9., was a man of less vigorous frame; 
but appears to have borne up manfully against the toils and discourage­
ments incideut to early life in the backwoods of Canada. In the preced­
ing pages his name is more than once mentioned as associated with the 
leading public affairs of the time, and especially so as chairman of the 
Building Committee of the present Court House and the olll Jail, ill 
connection with which great responsibility and much anxious care 
devolved upon the few leading Ulen who had in charge that erection. 

During his career as a Legislative Councillor he did Uluch towards thc 
improvement of this section of the Province; and chiefly owing to his 
influence, the survey of 01011' inland waters was undertaken, and important 
works commenced, although the great work of a ship canal then projected, 
was never pushed forward to completion. 

On his decease, the Hon. Ebenezer Perry, of Cobourg, was the sole 
representative of this section of the country in the Legislative Council, 
until that body was made elective, and the Hon. Mr. Muruey became the 
representative of the Trent Division in 1857. 

In September, 1831, Samuel Strickland, Esq., Colonel in the Canadian 
militia, who from the year 1825 until that date, had resided on land he 
had purchased and cleared in the township of Otonabee, one mile from 
Peterborough, removed to the lot on which he has since resided, aCCOlll­
panied by It young Englishman named Rawlinson, and an immigrant black­
smith named Copping, who also secured a lot of lImd a little further north. 



152 

The~e lands were procured on terms similar to those under which immi­
grants were then being located in ~er by Oaptain Rubid~e,-namely, 
Ilaying to the Government five shillings an acre within a term of five years, 
and performing the settlement duties. Here 001. Strickland commenced 
the duties and hardships incident to the first settlemen.t of a new country; 
-with what success, his fine IDllDsion, with its elegant grounds overlook· 
ing the Katchewanoonka lake and the tlo~1l'ishing village of La,kefield, 
<IS also the brond ncrCR of his rich and well cultivated farm, bear ample 
testimony. 

In the Autumn of 1831, there was no settler within several miles of 
that location, and not even the semblance of a road to Peterborough,-a 
distance of nine miles-until one was cut out mainly by his exertions. 

Col. Strickland has written a work, entitled "Twenty-seven years in 
Canada," which was published in London in 1853, but from some cause 
was sparingly circulated in this country. We would gladly publish several 
extracts at length from this narrative, in reference to the personal expe­
rience of this gentlemen, were it not that the contemplated bounds of this 
little work promises to be already largely exceeded, and we must content 
ourselves with the following:-

" I must tell my readers. that settling in the bu~h now, and twenty 
years ago, is quite a different affair: at the present timc good roads and 
~aw and grist-mills exist in almost every township, which WM, not the case 
when I located myself in Douro. There were then ncither mills nor fac­
tories in my township, nor in the adjoi~ing onc~ of Smitll to thc west, 01' 

in Dummer to the east, the nearest mill bcing in Peterborough, ten miles 
distant. But if it had heen twice as near, there was no road or any possi­
bility of drawing up boards or lumber of any sort; so I had nothing 
better for it than to do as better men had done before me, viz.: to l1ew 
hoards out of the solid timber, a work of much difficulty and labor." 

He states that two days were occupied in getting a load of provisions 
and other necessftries from Peterborough to Lakefield, a di~tance of only 
ten miles, along his newly-cut road, and adds the following interesting de­
tails, and an unusual incident:-

"Christmas was passed, and I was still an inhlj,bitant of an opep sl;1b 
hut. A large black oak, which I had felled, served to f011n the back of my 
camp. A pole lashed firmly across two trees, twelVll feet apart, and as 
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high as I could reach, formed the front. A row of split slabs, one elld 
resting on the oak and the other supported by the front pole, formed the 
roof. The ends of' my camp were stuffed with hemlock brush to keep out 
the wind and raill. My bed was composed of' the same material, picked 
fine, and covered with a buffalo robe; and so, with a roarillg fire in front, 
I feared neither frost, nor snow, nor rain. 

" It was during Illy sojourn in this open hut that the following singular 
adventure bef'el me." 

" Reader, did you ever see a ghost .? A tall spectral-looking figure, with 
large saucer eyes, glides bef'ore you; and ere you summon courage to 
address it, vanishes from your astonished sight? Well, Canada is no place 
tor ghosts. The country is ~oo new f'or such gentry. We have no fine, 
old, ruined castles, crumbling monastic walls, or ivy-dad churches-no 
shelter here but the wild, wild wood. However, it was no ghost, I saw 
as you shall hear." 

" I had occasion to send Rowlandson to Peterborough for a supply of 
provisions and other necessaries; but owing to the distance I did not ex­
pect him back till the next day." 

"As I had frequently slept in the woods alone, I thought nothing of' it. 
I had been busy shingle making all day, and continued my occupation 
until late in the evening. The night was cold and frosty; so I had built 
up a large fire in front of my camp, laid my shingle-tacklil within reach, 
and I was soon fast asleep." 

" How long I had slept I know not, when I was suddenly awakened by 
a sensation of something heavy scraping my breast; and on looking up, 
what should I behold, but a hideous-looking creature standing ovcr me, 
with his fore-paws resting on my breast, a long-flowing beard, eyes which 
shone like coals of' fire, and a pair of horns which would not have disgraced 
Old Nick himself; and to tell the truth, my first impression was that the 
old gentleman had really paid me a visit." 

" I had, however, no time for reflection-a stamp on the breast soon 
roused me to action. Seizing hold of the shingle-beetle, I dealt his majesty 
such a blow on the head, that it sent him straight into the middle of the 
fire. His rough, shaggy coat was instantly in a blaze, and uttering the 
most unearthly yells, he rushed into the woods, and literally vanished from 
my sight in a flame of fire." . 

21 
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"All that I have related happened in less than a minute. I had no 
time to be frightened; but I was certainly much puzzled to know what 
the beast was, which had paid me such an untimely visit. At first sight 
I thought it was thc devil himself, but on consideration was satisfied my 
visitor could not be that terrible personnge." 

" I havc heard and read much of his satanic majesty being painted in 
all colours, but I never heard of hi::> wearing a white beard; and, besides, 
he did not stand fire well enough for a person brought up in that clement, 
though he certainly had thc horns and the cloven foot, and his general 
appearance v:as not unlike the pictures I have seen of thc gcntlcmen." 

"Well, the ncxt day cleared up the mystery. 011 my road to Peterbo­
rough I had to pass the residence of the C--ds, two young g~ntiemen 
who had recently settled in the township; when to my surprise I saw, 
standing by the road-side, a large billy-goat, whose coat, burnt in large 
patches all over, explained at once thc natnre of my nocturnal visitant. It 
appears that the C--ds had only brought up the goat from the front a 
few days before. Master Billy had straycd up the road to my place, and 
although his reception was so warm, it proved to be his first and last 
visit." 

" This adventure was certainly a comical onc; but I dare say, if all 
ghosts were as warmly received, they would often be found quite as terres­
trial in their nature as my ugly but harmless nocturnal visitor." 

In 1832, the entire population of Douro was 571. The number of 
persons assessed 126, number of acres under cultivation 990. Three 
horses werc owned in the township, 82 oxen, 105 cows, and 44 other 
horned cattle. * Thc total assessed value of property was $21312, and the 
taxes for all purposes $102. 

Among those who are still remembered by the early settlers, was Abel. 
Perry, who kept a house of entertainment on the leading Douro road, and 
who performed many acts of kindness and hospitality to the ea,rly settlers 
of Douro and Dummer, in their laborious journeys to and from Peterbo­
rough, while, in many instances, carrying their scanty store of grain or 
flour on their shoulders to mill or market. 

During the rebellion of 1837-8, the people of Douro left their homes 
and their occupations in the most prompt and enthusiastic manner, and 

,.. Offielal returns. Appendix 10 Journals of the House of As!emb1r. 
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cheerfully !!hared in the dangers and privations then impending, in defence 
of the Government. In the absence of official reports and reliable ruemo­
randa, we are unable to give the names of the brave men in the several 
townships who then distinguished themselves by their patriotism and loy­
alty, and must content ourselves and the reader, with the brief reference 
to the events of that time, in so far as this county was concerned, which 
will be found in the preceding pages. 

The site of the present village of Lakefield was early an object of interest 
and speculation to men of capital and enterprise, not only from the fine 
water power it offered, but from the general beauty of the locality, situated 
at the head of a rapids of nine miles, and just below the Katchewanoonka 
lake, and having beyond and further 'up the ~tream, the clear waters and 
picturesque islands of Stoney lake. 

A bridge was thrown across the stream at this point at an early period, 
but being only a temporary structure, erected entirely by local and private 
subscription, it was speedily carried away by jams of timber passing down 
the stream. The present excellent bridge is a more recent structure, and 
was erected by the County Conneil in 18M. 

Among the first enterprising settlers at Lakefield was .Mr, James Thomp­
son. The place at firRt was known as Nelson'R, and then as Herriott's 
falls. In 1851, it passed by the name of Selby. The first grist and saw 
mills, on the Douro side, were burned down, and the village, which had 
begun to show some signs of vitality and progress, declined, and for several 
years was greatly neglected. The fine water power passed through a 
variety of hands; the Hon. Zaccheus Burnham being the chief proprietor. 
·Messrs. Stricklnnd ancI Reid built and conducted the former saw mill, 
subsequently worked by St~icklnnd and Hall. The present lnrge saw mill 
was erected by Messrs. Shaw & Waite, in 1858. Soon after the large 
frame mill on the Smith side of the riycl' was completed by Mr. D' Arcy. 
John Sherin, Esq., was the first store keeper at Lakefield. The small 
s~hool in 1853 was taught by a female. So late as 1854 the place could 
not boast even a tavern. Considering these facts, Lakefield has made most 
astonishing progress, and as a pretty and progressive village, is surpassed 

by few competitors. 

A Wesleyan church, a frame building, was opened there in 1862, and 
in the following year, the Episcopal church, which has now been sI11)er­
Reeled by :l costly and ele~~Jlt stone edifice, which is not only n credit to a 

21* 
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village, but would compare favourably in elegance of finish with many city 
churches. This new church, dedicated to St. John the Baptist, was 
opened for service in 1866, by the Coadjutor Bishop elect of the Diocese, 
till recently known as the Ven-Archdeacon Bethune. A neat Free Pres_ 
byterian church also graces a gentle eminence on the river bank; and there 
is besides a Baptist church, a brick edifice; so that in church accommoda­
tion Lakefield is abundantly supplied. 

A branch of the Division Court was opened at Lakefield in 1863; of 
which R. F. Kirkpatrick Esq., was the first clerk. 

This village has evidently an important future before it. As a spot 
to which it is anticipated railroad facilities will ere long be extended from 
Peterborough, and also the point of connection between such a road and 
steamboat navigation on the fine Inkes in its rear, which is only waiting the 
construction of a single lock at Young' f'i falls to see accomplished, this vil­
lage will become a most important station, and will no doubt greatly 
extend its operations in trade and manufacture, which for want of an ade­
quate outlet are now to a great extent restrained. 

The immigrants of 1825, to the number of sixty, were located in Domo; 
but as a chapter has already been devoted to their arrival and settlement 
upon their lands, any further extended reference. to those events are un­
necessary here. l\Iany of them have proved eminently successful, and all 
of them have greatly benefited their position and circumstances by their 
transference to this the land of their adoption. 

There is not much more to add in reference to the township of Douro. 
Its first settlers gradually overcame the privations and difficulties incident 
to e,arly bush life. The forest has long since been thinned away into nar­
row strips here and there, leaving iu its place broad farms and the numerous 
dwellings and barns of the first and later settlers and their children. Be­
sides the churches of Lakefield and Peterborough, which are largely attend­
ed by residents of this township, a neat and commodious Roman Catholic 
church was many years ago erected in the southern part of the township, 
in which officiates a resident pastor. A Post Office was some years ago 
established in the vicinity, while here and there throughout the township 
school houses are established and in active operation. Large sums of 
money have been expended on opening up and improving the different 
roads through the township, and altogether, the inhabitants, who less than 
ha.lf a century ago found themselves in a dense and untracked forest, cut 



157 

off by long expanses of wood and water from the older settlements, and the 
advantages of a developed social system, have now, for many years, enjoyed 
all the advantages and even luxuries of which the residents of older commu­
nities might well feel proud. 

The population of Douro, as shewn by the last census, for 1861, was 
2497. Of these 1284 were males, and 1213 females. During the year 
1860, there were 6 deaths and 82 births. 513 children were attending 
school. 

The several nationalties were represented as follows, (in 1861) :-Ireland 
597, being a decrease of 25 as compared with the census of 1851. Eng­
land 128, being an increase of 54 as compared with the same period. 
Scotland 68, also a slight iucrease, United States 18, Upper Canada 1644, 
Lower Canada 27, and other countries 15. 

The census by l'eligion for 1861, showed, Church of England 363, R. 
Catholic 1230, W. Methodist 67, Bible Christian 54, Free Church 226, 
Church of Scotland 50, Baptists 15; members of other churches not 
specified 15. 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS. 

Dist1'icJ Ctnmcillors. 

1842, Smithin D. Gibbs, 1845, George Clarke, 
1843, Smithin D. Gibbs,1846, George Clarke, 
1844, George Clarke, 1847, George Clarke, 

C01£nty C01mcillors. 

1850, George Olarke, 1856, James Hogan, 
1851, Sam'l Strickland, 1857, James Hogan, 
1852, David Porter, 1858, George Clarke, 
1853, David Porter, 1859, George Clarke, 
1854, James Hogan, 1860, George Clarke, 
1855, James Hogan, 1861, George Clarke, 

1848, George Clarke, 
1849, George Clarke, 

1862, George Clarke, 
1863, George Clarke, 
1864, John Carnegie, Jr. 
1865, John Carnegie, Jr. 
1866, John Carnegie, Jr. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN DOURO. 

Thomas A. Stewart, Charles Stewart, 
Robert Reid, Robert Casement, 
William Blackwell, David Porter, 
Samuel Strickland, George Clarke, 
Patrick Leahy, Michael Walsh, 
John Sullivan, Henry J. Wickham, 

William S. Reid, 
Edward Leigh, 
John Sherin, 
William C. Nicholls, 
Robert A. Strickland. 
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LOCAL 8FPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

1844, I11aurice Clancy, 1855, Daniel Sullivan, 1861, }\Iichael Walsh, 
Next 7 years County 1856, Robert Casement, 1862, Michael Walsh, 

Superintendents. 1857, Robert Casement, 1863, Michael Walsh, 
1852, Rev. E. Roberts, 1858, Michael Walsh, 1864, Michael Walsh, 
1853, Rev. E. Roberts, 1859, Michael Walsh, 1865, Dr. T. W. Poole, 
1854, Rev. E. Roberts, 1860, Michael Walsh, 1866, Robert Casement. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF ASPHODEL. 

According to official returns, the township of Asphodel was surveyed 
in the year 1820. Soon after, a few settlers fonnd their way into this 
township by way of Rice Lake, among the earliest of whom was Mr. John 
Beckett and his family. Other early settlers pushed through the wilds of 
Percy, and crossing the Trent river, assisted in its early settlement. 
~\mong the names of the pioneers into A~phodel, are ~Ir. John Cameron, 
senior, who with his sons .James, John, Duncan, Donald and Ewiu, located 
in its south-western portion, but subsequently removed to Otonabee. 
Messrs. Walter Scott, Robert Humphries, Hugh and Alexander McColl, 
W. Kirkpatrick, Job Humphries, Richard Birdsall, William Housten and 
Charles Parker. 

Thirty-seven families were brought into AsphoLlcl by the illlmigration 
of 1825, and others were gradually added to t.heir number. But the situ­
ation ,,'[lS then so remote, and the dist:lllCC to a llIarket, in the absence of 
roads, so gTeat, that progress was slow; and the struggle for existence was 
maintained under very discouraging eircumst.anceR. 

Soon after the first settlers began to find their way into Asphodel, a 
little mill was erected at Norwood by the late Joseph A. Keeler, Esq., of 
Colborne. It contained a single run of rock stones, driyen by a tub water 
wheel and a bolt, covered with muslin. Although a mere "apology for a 
mill." it was of the greatest utility to the early settlers, who carried their 
;OlellLler ~tore of wheat (usually on their bncks) from the adjoining country 
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for a di::;tance of ten to twclye miles, to "Keeler's ruill," as it was then 
called, to be ground. Just prior to the erection of this mill, a saw mill 
had been erected by lVIr. Keeler, the same dam and flume supplying the 
motive power for both. 

About the year 182G, the first bridge aCl'OSS the river Trent, connecting 
the townships of Asphodel and Percy, was built. Its site was in a portion 
of the river then shallow, one mile above the village of' Hastings. It was 
built in the most ordinary manner, and was carried away during the fol­
lowing spring. A "reond and ruore permanent structure was speedily 
erected, ehiefly by Govcrnmcn t aid, to replace it, and this with constant 
vicissitudes of fortune, and by the aid of sundry repairs, lasted for a long 
term of years, and proved a great public convenience, until superseded by 
a more costly, though not more durable bridge, crossing the stream below 
the dam, on thc site of the preseut structure. This new bridge was erected 
about the year 18·15, and after a little more than twelve years became so 
decayed as to render a new one necessary. The present one was accord­
ingly built in 1858, this county coutributing towards it the sum of £500. 

The old bridge was frequent1y sevcnlly tried by masses of ice and rafts 
of timber passing down the river. In a humorous letter, written by 
Thomas Carr, Esq., of Otonabee, and published in the Cobourg Star of 
May 10th, 1831, it is made to complain of the treatment thus receiyecl; 
and to invoke sympathy and assistance, and not without success; for in 
the Parliamentary Session of 1832-3, a grant of £300 was made by the 
Upper Canadian Legislature towards its repair, and in 1834 a further 
grant of £100 for the same purpose. 

According to the official returns of the Newcastle District for 1832, the 
entire population of Asphodel for that year was 265; the number of per­
sons assessed 55; acres cultivated 767; total assessed value of property 
£3410, and total rates for all purposes £16 Is. 3d.,-a population, valua­
tion and taxation strikingly in contrast with the expanded figures of the 
present time. 

III November, 1833, N. H. Baird, Esq., Civil Engineer, reported to the 
Government on the practicability of rendering the river Trent navigable 
from the Bay of Quinte to Rice Lake i-the cost of the works at Crook's 
rapids being estimated at £7062. 

As late as 1835, the only house on the site of the present village of 
Hal!tings wall a small frame building on the bank, erected several year~ 
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before that date, by the Hon. Mr. Crooks, as a mill, containing one run 
of very common stones. It is doubtful whether it ever ground much, 
and is believed to have been intended rather as a means to secure the valu­
able mill privilege, at that place, than for practical utility. 

Up to-1835, the township had made but little real progress. Only six 
residents owned horses at that time, and the entire township only contain­
ed four frame dwellings. The population in that year was returned at 

428. 
In the fullowing year (1836) a second run of stones, (those known as 

the bur stone) was added to the one already in use in Keeler's mill. A 
smut machine, and also an improved bolt, were provided at the same 
time. Peter Pearce Esq., was then in charge of the mill, and was also 
agent for Mr. Keeler's property at Norwood, a portion of which was 
roughly measured qff into village lots,-a regular and systematic survey of 
which was made and registered in 1853. 

Of this property, consisting in all of 2000 acres, lots 18 and 19 in the 
9th concession, (400 acres) only were granted to :Mr. Keeler, on account of 
services rendered during the war of 1812, in which he held the position of 
:Major in the Canadian militia. The remainder was acquired by purchase 
in the early years of the settlement of the township. Since then, the property 
has been greatly improved. Besides the saw mill at Norwood, a second 
one, on lot 20 in the 9th concession, on the same stream, was built, in 
1848, and within a few years, a fine stone grist mill, of four stories, and 
several run of stones, has been built by Thomas Buck, Esq. 

The first store in Norwood consisted of a slender stock of goods, 
on sale in 1837, by the late James Foley Esq., in a small house in the mill 
yard. During the following year, he erected a frame store and dwelling 
house on the hill between the mill and the main part of the village. Here 
for many years he carried on a large and prosperous business; which, 
within a recent period, was transferred to his larger premises in the centre 
of the village. The second store was built by Messrs. Carr & Rose, on 
Belmont street. 

The first tavern in Norwood was kept by the late Mr. Robert Hartley, 
and was opened in 1842. Previous to that time, the house of Peter 
Pearce Esq. was open to all comers, with the most generous hospitality. 
Travellers and others in a constant stream were kindly fed and housed by 
this gentleman and his amiable wife, free of expense, in a mannel' of which 
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few in later times havc any conception, or would care to inlitate. Being 
then the only commodious dwclling in the place, public and religious 
meetings were held in the house, the inconvenience cheerfully borne, and 
all made warmly welcome. 

Mr. Thomas Mullens was the first resident shoemakcr in Norwood; 
Mr. Thomas Kirk the first carpentcr and joincr. Thc first church built 
in Norwood was that of the Wesleyan Methodists, erected in 1836. It 
was a small frame building, and is still in use in a l'Qpaired and renovated 
condition, as a class and lecture room, in connection with thc larger 'Yes­
leyan Methodist church, completed in the year 1856. The second church 
erected was that for the Independent or Congregational denomination, of 
which the Rev. Thomas Searight was for many years the pastor. This 
society having for some time eeased to exist in that locality. the build­
ing has been used by other religious bodies, and particularly, of late years, 
by the Episcopal Methodists. The first resideut minister of any denomi­
nation, in Xorwood, was the Rev. William Yonng, of the Wesleyan }Ieth­
odist church, whose buggy was the first owned iu the t01)nship. 

The first Post Office in Asphodel was kept by the latc Mr. Thoma~ 
Walker, on his farm ncar the prescnt village of Westwood. The second 
was that opencd in Norwood by thc late James Foley, Esq., at his storc in 
Norwood; the weekly mail bag to and from which plaee, for many years, 
was very light, and easily horne. What a contrast is prcsented by thc 
daily mail of to-day, teeming with lctters and huge parcej,; of printed 

news! 
In 1835, N. H. Baird, Esq., rcported to the Government 011 thc l)rac­

ticability of the second part of hi~ survey-for a eanal between the Bay 
of Quinte and lakc Simeoe. This timc his report cmbraeed thc waters 
lying between Rice lake and lake Simeoe. In 1837 the construction of 
the works connected with this great work was commenced, and prosecuted 
during 1838-9. One fine lock was built at Crook's rapids, together with 
an excellent dam, slides, &c., the expenditure on which gave occupation to 
a great number of persons; laid th~ foundation for the village of Hastings, 
and tended largely to encourage settlement in the portion of the county 

adjoining. 

Durin'" the early years of the township of Asphodel, two distilleries were 
in opera~on,-one managed by the late ~lr. dohn Beckett, a little distance 
south of Westwood, -and the other by Mr. Patrick C. Foley, a mile or two 

22 
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west of the vilbge of ':>ul'wood. But after a few year:; these fell ink! di~­
u~c; not that the demand for the product of the tltill had ceased to exist, 
but more probably on account of the greater facilities existing for its 
manufactUl'c elsewhere, by means of which the market was sufficiently 
supplicd. 

One of the first school houiSes in this township was erected at Norwood. 
It was 11 small log building, and stood on the :site now occupied by Mr. 
'Villiam Scrgeant's dwelling house. Among the earliest school returns for 
Asphodel is that for thc year 183:!, when l\Ir. J. Wilkins was reported to 
have 22 pupils. What a contra8t this first school house would make, COID­

pared with the fine brick building of two stories, and large size, erected 
for a joint Grammar and Common school in 1855, and very much increas­
ed in size in 1866. 

From the building of the locks at Crook's rapids in 1837-8, that place 
gradually grew into a thriving village of much importance. T. Coughlan, 
Esq., was the first hotel keepcr and store keeper in that place. Its most 
marked progress took place after the chief portion of the property was 
acquired by Henry Fowlds, Esq., and his sons, and their removal there 
in 1857. A new grist and flouring mill ~as added to the old one, a saw 
mill of great power and numerous saws, capable of manufacturing large 
quantities of lumber yearly for the foreign market, were speedily erected. 
These were followed in later years, by other extensive factories filled with 
valuable machinery. Adjoining the saw mill mentioned, was a large 
woolen factory, which had just got into active operation when it was swept 
away by a most destructive fire in 1863, which also consumed the saw mill . 
and its eontcnts, and also a large planing mill and sash and door factory 
just erected by Mr. Henry Lye in close proximity. This great loss for a 
time checked the .progress of the village, and paralyzed the enterprize of 
several active and industrious citizens. Another large factory erected for 
a cotton mill, a wool carding and knitting factory, and a still larger saw 
mill than the fornier one, had in the meantime been erected on the south 
side of the river, just below the bridge, and these important structures 
with their valuable machinery, continue in active operation, and not only 
reflect much credit upon the enterprise of the place, but contribute much 
t()wards its prosperity. 

Another. serious fire occurred in Hastings in the spring of 1864; by 
which a fine brick store and a large ~tock of gooda were almost entirely 
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destroyed. Hastings was buoyant, rapidly progressive, and looking for­
ward to the time when ere long it might become an iucorporated village, 
when these severe disasters, followed by the general depression occasioned 
by scant harvests, and the embarrassment of the agricultural community, 
placed a barrier against further pro~ress, and cauRed a withdrawal of a 
portion of the inhabit:mts to seek more remunerative employment elsewhere. 
But this dark day, it is believed, has to a great extent passed away; and 
increased hope and renewed enterprise promise ere long to restore this fine 
village to more than its former prosperity. 

For many years Hastings was but poorly furnished with church aCCOlll­
modation. This want has, however, been abundantly supplied, aud several 
fine church edifices crown the rising ground which commands a beautifuL 
view of the river and the bustling village. The first of these was the Free 
Presbyterian church, a large frame structure, erected in 1858, in which 
the Rev. James Bowie ministered for several years. An Episcopal church, 
also frame, pleasantly situated on the south side of the river, followed in 
1863, of which the Rey. lVI. A. Farrar is Incumbent. In 1864, the Wes­
leyan Methodists, with commendablc zeal and enterprise, completed a 
tasteful and commodious brick church, while in 1865, a much larger and 
well finished edifice of stone, was erected· and dedicated by thc Roman 
Catholics, chiefly through the zeal and indefatigable exertions of their 
pastor, the Rev. J. Quirk. 

A neat and tasteful brick school house has now been many years in use, 
-two or more teachers employed, and the most liberal provision made for 
the education of the rising generation. 

In the year 1864, a printing press and type were introduced to the vil­
lage, by Mr. A. E. Hayter, and the Hastings Jlfesseilyer was for a time 
published there, but the attempt was premature, and during the period of 
depression referred to, the effort was abandoned. 

Hastings, besides its unlimited water power, is pleasantly and advanta­
geously situated on the river Trent, which furnishes communication by 
steamboats.with the Cobourg railway at Harwood at Rice lake, and other 
points above and below the village. A new steamboat, the Forest City, 
was built and launched here in lS58, by the Messrs. Fowlds, and has since 
continued to ply ~lP and down thc river and lake in the transport of goodR, 

pa~sengers and. lumber, 
22* 
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The County of Northumberland some years ago constructed gravel roads 
which converge to this point from Brighton and Colborne, with which 
places communication is had daily by means of comfortable stages which 

convey the mails. 

These advantages may be suppo&ed to give Hastings priority in impor­
tance as compared with Norwood; but the latter village has the advantage 
of seniority, and is the seat of municipal legislation, and for many years 
was a more important centrc of business. The sittings of the Division 
Court have been held at Norwood from the first organization of those 
Courts. J ames Foley, Esq., was its first elerk for many years, and until 
the time of his death in 1864, when nIr. J. A. Butterfield was appointed 
to that office, which he still holds. The Norwood Division comprises the 
townships of Asphodel, Belmont and part of Dummer. 

A half-yearly fair was authorized to be held there in 1856; and for 12 
years it has possessed an excellent Grammar and Common School, in which 
a large number of the teacher$ in the county have been educated, and 
where a very considerable number of the young men of Asphodel and the 
adjoining townships have been fitted for the halls of college, and have laid 
the foundation for a future entrance on professional life. An institution 
of this kind, in the heart of a rural community, when well conducted, 
cannot fail to exercise the most beneficial and elevating influences; and 
such indeed, with rare intervals of exception, hrlVe been the results of the 
Norwood Grammar School, which was never so ~uccessful as at the present 
momcnt. 

Something remains to be said of the church accommodation at Norwood, 
which from its early settlement has been tolerably ample. In addition to 
those already mentioned, a neat and commodious Free Presbyterian church 
was erected about the year 1846. The Rev. D. McAleese was the first 
resident minister of this church, and was succeeded by the Rev. James 
Bowie, who continued to reside there until 1866, when he returned to 
Scotland. 

The Rev. JYIark Burnham of Peterborough, for many years, visited 
Norwood at intervals of three weeks, and conducted the Episcopal service, 
greatly to the satisfaction and profit of the members of that church in the 
neighborhood. This labor he performed gratuitously, and necessarily, at 
times, at great personal inconvenience. In 1854, the Rev. John Hilton 
became a resident clergyman of that church, but aft(lr a year or two was 
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removed to another sphere; when the periodical visits of the Rev. :i\Ir. 
Burnham were resu~ed and continued until 1863, and the Rev. M. A. 
Farrar, who came to reside at Westwood, in Asphodel, was appointed 
Incumbent of the three churches in that mission, the duties of which he 
still ably fulfils. 

In the meantime, a handsome Episcopal church, of brick, which had 
been long in progress, was partially completed, and opened for service 
about the year 1860. Through the exertions of an estimable lady of that 
village, a bell was added to the towel' of this church, which at morning, 
noon and eve gives forth its sonorous vibrations, which are heard for miles 
around in the adjacent country. A small Roman Catholic church was 
erected about the year 1840, one mile west of Norwood, which for many 
years has very inadequately supplied accommodation to the numerous wor­
shippers who frequent it. Preparations are, however, being made, and 
material collected, to erect a new and more commodious Catholic church, 
on ground procured for that purpose in the village of Norwood, and which, 
it is anticipated, will ere long be under contract. 

Of the township generally, there remains but little more to be said. 
During ~he call for militia in 1837, the people of Asphodel turned out vol­
untarily, in numbers large in proportion to their scanty then population. 
Richard Birdsall, Esq., took the lead of the Asphodel company, and served 
during several months in the battalion at Peterborough wi~hout payor 
reward. During the decade which followed, the farmers of the township 
made substantial progress, and passed from their early struggles to a state 
of competence and plenty. Many fine farms and elegant farm houses now 
grace the landscape, and harvests are grown and reaped a~ successfully and 
as surely in Asphodel, as perhaps in any part of Oanada. 

Of late, large sums of money have been expended upon the roads, which 
though greatly improved from their condition in former years, still leave 
much to be desired, particularly at certain seasons. But the same remark 
will apply to localities much older, and perhaps in many respects more 
highly favored. 

The official valuation of the lands ofthe townships as estimated by the 
assessors, or as "equalized" by the County Council, have fluctuated very 
much of late years, owing to the absence of an uniform standard of valu­
ation, not only in the same townshiJil, but also as, between the different 
townl3hips. A statement of these figures for the past few years, in the 
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way of comparison of progress, would avail nothing. From the causes 
mentioned the aggregate valuation of rateable property in Asphodel, in 
1865, was a trifle lower than that of 1862. 

As a comparison with the figures given previously for some of the earlier 
years, it may not be uninteresting to remark that, in 1866, Asphodel had 
550 ratepayers, which would give a population of about three thousand. 
The total assessed value of its real and personal property was $276,286; 
the amount of its county rate alone, exclusive of township and school 
rates, was $1446.84. The number of militia, (for 1866) as returned, 
was, 1st class 138, 2nd class 224, and 3rd class, or reserve, 78. 

Consulting the last census for 1861, we find the census by origin at that 
date, as follows :-Ireland 593, England 145, Scotland 147, United 
States 51, Upper Canada 1912, Lower Canada 59, other countries 5. 

The census by religion for the same period shows :-Chureh of England 
:390, R. Catholic 1025, W. Methodist 802, E. Methodist 28, Bible Chris­
tian 10, Free Church 496, Church of Scotland 92, Baptists 2, other 
churches 67. 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS. 

District COIli/cillor:;. 

1842, Richard Birdsall, 1845, James Foley,. 
1843, Richard Birdsall, 1846, James Foley, 
1844, James Foley. 1847, James Foley. 

1848, James Foley, 
1849, James Foley, 

1850, Richard Birdsall, 
1851, Richard Birdsall, 
1852, Peter Pearce, 
1853, Peter Pearce. 
1854, Peter Pearce, 
1855, Peter Pearce, 
1856, Peter Pearce, 
IS57. Henry Fowlds, 

C,ilWty COl/l/calors. 

1858, Peter Pearce, 1863, Rich. E. Birdsall, 
1859, Tim'y Coughlin, 1864, P. M. Grover, 
1860, P. M. Grover, Rich. E. Birdsall, 
1861, P. :1\'1. Grover, 1865, P. 1\1. Grovel', 

Francis Birdsall, Rich. E. Birdsall, 
1862, P. M. Grovel', ~ 1866, P. M. Grovel', 

Rich. E. Birdsall, Edward Patterson. 
1863, P. M. Grovel', 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN ASPHODEL. 

Richaru Birdsall, 
.James Foley, 
P. M. Grovel'. 
Henry Fowlds, 

Walter Scott, 
.Tanles Fife, 
Timothy Coughlin. 
Pat.rick Cannon, 

Thomas Buck, 
Robert D. Ewing, 
Richard E. Birdsall. 
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LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF 8CHOOLIS. 

1844, Henry Fowlds, 1855, Rcy. John Hilton,1861, Dr. T. W. Poole, 
Next 7 years County 1856, Dr. 1'. W. Poole, 1862, Dr. T. W. Poole, 

Superintendents. 1857, Dr. T. W. Poole, 1863, Dr. T. W. Poole, 
1852, Rey. T. Searight, 1858, Dr. T. W. Poole, 1864, Rev l\I. A. Farrar, 
1853, Thos. Robertson, 1859, Dr. T. W. Poole, 1865, Rev 1'1. A. Farrar, 
1854, Thos. Hobertson, 1860, Dr. T. W. Poole, 1866, Rey 1'1. c\.. Farrar. 

Pust Officcs.-Therc arc three Post Offices in At;phodcl; namely, at 
Norwood, Hastings and Wetitwood,-'::"the two former having a daily mail, 
supplied by stage from Colborne, since the year 1863; and the latter a tri­
weekly mail from Peterborough by way of' Keene, and connecting with 
Norwood. 

A reference has alrcady been made to the early Post-masters. The 
following are the present officers:-

Norwood,-J. A. Butterfield; Hastings,-James S. Fowlds; 
Westwood,-Rev. M. A. Farrar. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF DUMMER. 

The township of Dummer was surveyed in the year 1823, but no at­
tempt was made towards its settlement until 1831. In the summer of 
that year, a number of emigrants arrived at Quebec, "150 of whom were 
persons sent out by the Marquis of Bath, 100 were commuted pensioners, 
and their families, and 1700 were immigrants who had come to the Pro­
vince at their own charge.";;: They consisted of' no distinct nationality, 
but were made up of persons from nearly every part of the United King­
dom. On landing, they were taken in charge by Immigration Agent.~ 
appointed by Sir John Col borne, and forwarded from one halting place to 
another till they reached Peterborough, where Capt. Rubidge, R. X., who 
then acted as. Immigration Agent, took prompt and energetic steps to locate 

• Statemelll oe Captoin Rubidge, R. N" to Sir R. 'V. Horton, Bart., and published by him in hi. 
pamphlet, entitled" Ireland .,ld Canada,"-page 43, 
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them on lands not yet occupied. A goodly number were located in Dum­
mer; forming the first settlemtJllts in that township, while the remainder 
were distributed over thc unoccupied lands in the older townships, eaflt and 
west of Peterborough. 

'fhe mode of location was as follows. Guide,; were sent out with them 
in groups to examine the lands, and on the selection being made, a location 
ticket was issued by the Agent, entitling the possessor to 100 acres of land 
on the fulfillment of certain conditions in after years. A small sum of 
moncy, varying from one dollar and a half to three or four dollars, was 
then given to the immigrant, and by means of this, sometimcs aided by 
the older settiers in adjoining townships, a shanty was erected on the land 
chosen, to which he was removed as speedily as possible with his family 
and effects. Grants of 100 acres were thus made to heads of' families and 
grown-up sons, on condition that after the expiration of four years, an 
annual paymeut of one shilling per acre, would be made during each of the 
second four years,-thus at the end of eight years actual settlement, and 
the payment in all of $80, they would receive a full title to their land. 
The Governl1lent., however, were very lenient, and the full payment, at 
least within the ~pecifiecl time, was not usually exacted. 

During their passage through the country and the period of their loca­
tion. rations, consisting of half a pound of pork and a pound and a half of 
flour, to each man, and a pound of flour, but no pork, to the women and 
children over five years of age, were supplied by the Agent, which, together 
with the othcr expenses incurred, were paid by the Provincial Governm,ent. 
Thc supplies thus granted were considcrably less than to the immigrants 
of 1825, but cven this moderate and nccessary aid to familics locating in 
the interior of a new country, where provisions could not be found, was 
somewhat suddenly and prematurely withdrawn, causing in some instances 
temporary distres~; which, howcver, thc energy and industry of the settlers 
enabled them ere long to surmount. Between the 17th day of May and 
the 29th day of September, 1831,87,390 pounds of flour, 24,608 pounds 
of pork, and 366 axes, were thus distributed, partly to the men employed 
as guides, builders of shanties, &c., aut in chief part to such of the immi­
grant families as choose to accept this kind of aid. None of the other 
supplies, consisting of a cow, domestic utensils, &c., granted to the previous 
immigrants were allotted to these, and yet their progress was equally rapid, 
and their ultimate success perhaps greater than that of their predecesJ!or-a. 
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'l'here, were, hp~e,v~r, ~any of these first 8ettler8 whose ill-fortune it was 
to loc,ate Qn Ip,up. 9f inferior quality, and these, after s~ruggling against the 
~culties of their situatiQn for a few years, in many instances, threw up 
tb,eir claim~ or 8019. out to speculators for trifling sums, and removed to 
ot~er townships or more favored ~cenes. SO~le struggled on, amid a 
stoney soil, and by persevttrjng industry 11!Lv.e made themselves comfortable 
homes, and they or their children now rcap to Rome extent the advantages 
of their toilsome labors. 

The o~ce of Immigrant Agent, at that time, was no idle sinecure. No 
previous preparation for the reception of immigrants had been made, either 
i!). 1825 Qr in 1831. Te1llporary shelter had to be provided in Peterbo­
rough; the sick cared for, roads cut, shanties erected, provisions supplied, 
&c., on the spur of the moment. The consequence was, that greater cx­
pense was incurred than would otherwise have been necessary, and thc 
immigrants themselves, enfeebliJd from their long voyage, suffered from 
sickness and fatigue that might to some extent have been avoided. 

Captain 1,lubidge speaks in thil highest terms of these ~ettlers. Hc 
says, "The conduct of the immigrants located by me in:t831, was in 
general most exemplary; and I never observed a stronger desire to take 
advantage by their industry of the kind encouragement afforded them by 
the Government. They invari!!ply vied with each other in their exertions, 
and this willa\wllYs be the case where provisions are not lavishly or improp­
lirly supplied, and the population well mixe~l, as it was of that yenr; for 
thell the sluggard who would not be shamed by greater energy on the part 
of a countryman is roused from his indolence by a national feeling of pride 
to k;eep pace with Ilia ~jnglish, Irish or Scotch neighbor."* 

The settlers of 1831, in Dummer, were not long without aeccs5ions to 
their numbers. From one of the earliest of those to join them,-a man 
highly respected for his honesty :md intelligenee,-we have obtained the 
following particulars of -the experiences of himself and two others in their 
first attempt at !Letual settlement. Theil' names were Thomas R--, 
William A--, and John P--. By me!LllS of a private Emigration 
Society in Glasgow, they obtained a grant of 50 acres of wild laIld, with 
privilege to purchase the remllining 50 acres gf t~e 100 at a fixed sum. 

• For Ibe faptB of Ibe preceding paragraphs see Capt. Rubiuge,g evidenee before a 'elecl oomlnille .• 
Ofl,~ Imperi~II'arliameili'on cniOlliz81ion from Ireland, H!47,· Page '27410'287, 
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Arrived in Peterborough, they determined to proceed "at once to the land 
allotted them in Dummer. Having made a partial exploration of the 
township, in connection with others, and learned how to read the inteJIi­
~nce conveyed by surveyors' lines and posts, they hoped, from this data, 
on a second attempt, laden with provisions, to reach their new estates, as 
yet enshrouded in all the wildness of nature, and at a distance, as the crow 
flies, of nearly twenty miles from Peterborough. 

Early in the spring of 1832, they set out with this object; each man 
being pretty heavily loaded. One carried 40 pounds of pork, the second 
60 pounds of flour, and the third, a blanket for each, and a tin can filled 
with whiskey, as a medicinal cordial in the bush. Each had besides his 
axe, a tinder box, and a few minor personal effects. Their route lay for 
the most part through the wild woods, frequently entangled with fallen 
timber, over hilJ.s and through swamps, still adhering to the surveyor's 
line, but faintly marked, and every year becoming more obliterated from 
the rapid growth of vegetation. Sometimes they crept over the fallen 
trunks or branches of trees, at others they crawled under these obstruc­
tions. TheIr clothing not unfrequently caught upon the projecting knots, 
and in this way the fustian trowsers of one of them became torn into 
~hreds. The most notable accident of this kind occurred while scaling a 
horny trunk, some distance from the ground, when, their owner, as if con­
gratulating himself on escaping the greater of" two evils, exclaimed, 
"We'el, its a gude thing that breoks will tear, or 1 wad be strung up be 
times." 

Unused to traversing the uneven surface of the bush, their toes coming 
ill contact with the matted roots, caused them not unfrequently to stumble 
or to fall, and "(\n one of these occasions the contents of the tin can, the 
object, of course, of especial care, became spilled, and to their grief and 
vexation was poured out a copious libation on the ground. Thirteen miles 
further on the lid of the can was lost, and seven yeals later, at a logging 
bee, was picked up "as good as new," and instantly recognised by one of 
the trio who related the circ\lmstances attending its loss, to the no small 
surprise of those present. 

Towards the evening of the first day one of their number fell sick. 
They kindled a fire at the base of a large cedar tree, and within the influ­
ence of its genial warmth, prepared a rude shelter for themselves with 
boughs and ~maJl trees, grouped together oveJ' head. "Cnarmed, and with-
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out a weapon of an, kind, they committed themselveo to the care of Proy­
idence, and, rolled up each in his blanket, with feet towards thc firc, thcy 
lay down and slept. During the night the fire penetrated to the hollow 
centre of the cedar, and when their slumber was most profound, it fell 
with a crash against the neighboring trees, bearing some of these with it 
to the ground. The sudden noise, in the solit,nde of the forest, and in the 
dead of night, was appaling; and they fled terrified from the spot, till the 
cause of the danger from which they had fortunately escaped became ap­
parent. It was afterwards remembered that the sick man had proved as 
fleet of foot as his companions; and next morning he was able to resume 
the journey, and made no further complaints of illness. 

The next day the sky was overcast, and unaided by the direction of the 
sun, they missed their way, and wandered on at random, more than once 
returning upon their previous steps. At night they camped out in doubt 
and uncertainty; but the fatigue of both body and mind caused them to 
sleep soundly. Next morning they partook of breakfast from their slender 
stores, fully realizing the danger of their position. John said prayers, in­
voking the Divine protection and guidance. A consultation was held, and 
it was decided that Thomas R-- and William would beat about, en­
deavoring to find their true bearing, while John would remain at the 
camping place, and endeavor to repair his torn garment, which now threat­
ened speedily to become a total wreck. Accordingly, they sallied forth, 
breaking twigs and marking trees, so as to ensure the possibility of their 
return. Ere long, they struck upon the surveyor's post, and found they 
were nearer their location than they had expected; and returning, all 
three pushed forward, and ere long they stood upon the soil which they 
could call their own. A thrill of joy shot through each. Their fatigues 
were forgotten; their spirits became buoyant; and feeling rich in the 
possession of so much land, they werc happy in the present and indulged 
injoyous anticipations for the future. 

The first thing done was to select a nice and suitable site on which to 
erect a shanty for their joint use, until separate dwellings could be erected 
for each. The underbrush was chopped down, and the nearest trees of 
moderate growth were selected for the walls of a shanty 12 by 16 feet in 
size. They determined to do their work artistically. The corners of the 
shanty, formed by the ends of the logs, must be made to fit accurately, and 
with mathematical precision. This was 11 work of art for which the 
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1116challica1 ljQwei":S of Thomas It- alone were arlrquat£, and to Mm it Ina 
consequently left. The result was that the shailty wliiifu mig'ht hilve been 
built in a tlubstantial manner in three or [our days, occupied It fortnight, 
and ere it was finished, the slender stock of pi-oYisiotiS became exhausted, 
and mora had to be procured. 

Keeler's mill, at Norwood, a smaIl structure, with a single run of com­
mon stones, had them been several years iu operation. There was nothing 
to guidc them towards it, but an idea of thc general direction in which it 
lay, in following which the sun was their only compass. They started in 
the morning, and although in a straight line, Keeler's mill was only six 
miles distant, they travelled all day endeavoring to trace the route by 
means of surveyors' posts, but without Euccess. Fortnnately, they had 
"blazed" their way, and were able to return at night to their unfinished 
shanty. Next morning, the last of the provisions was consumed, and they 
again set forth, if possible, to find the mill. The had breakfasted on a 
bone of pork, a little tea and no bread. During the day, they frequently 
saw the red berries of the high-bush cranben'y, (viullrnitin opul·us) which 
remains on the trees during the winter, but they feaj:ed to touch them lest 
they might be poisonous. They ';aridered on faint and weary during the 
greater part of the day, and at length, towards evening, the welcome sound 
of an axe was heard, and presently they came on the tiny clearing of one of 
the settlers of the previous year. W. P. was chopping brush, which his 
wife was piling in heaps in order to facilitate its burning. They too were 
scarce of provisions; and the wanderers, while sheltered for the night, of 
necessity dispensed with their evening, as they had already done with the 
mid-day meal. Next morning, a little flour was baked and divided among 
them. After all their wanderings, they were 110t more thah three miles 
from their own location, and had two miles still to traverse before reaching 
the mill. Having received some directions, they again set out, hilt after 
surmounting a hill, Thomas R-- became faint and sick, and asked to 
be left there to die. At length they reached the house of another settler, 
w here some fmther food was procured, by rueans of which they reached the 
mill. Only two other persons besides the miller and his f-amily, whose name 
was Lang, then resided where the village of Norwood now stands. The mill 
was idle, and neither wheat nor flour could he procured. LearDing that a 
farmer named Hurley, a couple of miles di8tant, mul wheat to sell, they 
proceeded thither. Wheat there was in the sheaf, 'but it must be thTeehed 



by them lf they waukd it. Rete was a new and ulHi:tpectBcl taffk, but 
they set to work with a will; and next day bore away what w11eat they 
could catry. After waiting three days they got it ground. , 

Hospitality is a virtue never wanting in the early settlers. While wait­
ing the motion of the tardy mill, they were kindly received by W. w-­
anil amply entertainec1_ At length, on Sunday morning, the mill was 
found at work, and ere night t.hey had returned tD their wild home with 
their store of flour. 

The female reader would like to know how they baked their bread; and 
in anticipation of the enquiry, our informant has supplied the process. A 
portion of the trunk of a basswood tree, about three feet long and two 
feet in diameter, was ~plit in two halves through the centre. One of 
these was hollowed out as smoothly as possible, to be used as a kneading 
trough. About three pounds of' flour, with water enough to wet it tho­
roughly, was put into this, and well kneaded. It was then flattened out 
and placed in a round long-handled pan, thc front of which was held before 
the fire by means of a string attached to the end of the handle; while 
live coals were placed beneath and behind it. Before the completion of 
the shanty, wet weather came on, which materially affected this process. 
It was then found preferable to roll up the wet flour in lumps, about the 
size of a potato. These were put in holes scraped in the hot ashes, and 
covered also with hot ashes and then coals, so as to cause them to bake 
without being burned. This was found more palatable than that baked 
in the pan, and in the absence of better was highly esteemed. 

At length, the shanty was completed. The roof consisted of a double 
row of basswood troughs, familiar enough to most of our readers, but puz­
zling perhaps to a fereigner. To make them, the trunk of a basswood 
tree, cut to the proper length, (perhaps fourteen or sixteen feet) is split 
in twO halves, as nearly equal as possible. These are then hollowed out 
the entire length; and when a sufficient number are ready, they are placed 
in position. The first roW is fllaced side by side with the concavity upper­
most. The second is then turned down over the proximate edges of two 
of the first, thus forming a roof impervious to water. The front wall is 
usually a few feet higher than that in the rear for obvious reasons. Such 
is still the form of house first erected by most new settlers, which in many 
instances, by tidy' hands, is rendered cosy a!ld snug, and has often shel­
tered more real happiness and domestic comfort than the more imposing 
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ltl<IJl@oU!! of :mcceeding years. To many of our readers so minute a de­
soription of what to them has long been familial', may seem unnecessary; 
but this much was intended for the uninitiated, and in a work of this kind 
could not well be overlooked. 

The roof being completed, flat stones were introduced for a hearth, and 
were also placed on edge against the wall to protect the green timber from 
the action of the fire. Such was the fire-place. During the summer 
months, no chimney was erected,-the smoke being allowed to find an 
outlet through the crevices in the unplastered walls, as best it could. A 
bed was constructed by driving small poles of a proper length into the 
wall, at a proper height, the outer ends being supported by perpendicular 
posts. Small saplings were then stretched from OIlC of these horizontal 
supports to the other, on which were placed boughs of hemlock and cedar, 
as a substitute for feathers or straw. At night the stars were visible 
through the creviees of the shanty; in the morning the birds sang sweetly 
in the adjacent trees, and though their couch was hard and their fare sim­
ple, fatigued by labor and ilwigorated by the ail' and the novelty of their 
situation, they slept soundly, and rose betimes to renew their labor. 
There, in the depths of the forest, they were provided with no gun or 
other weapon of defence. Bears were not unfrequently tracked, and the 
howling of the wolves by night was so frequent as to become familial'. 
Doubtless the smell of meat attracted these hungry and ferocious 
brutes, but the human invaders of their solitary domain remained 
unmolested. 

Soon after their second stock of flour was procured, they were visited 
by two strangers,-intending settIers,-one of whom was a blacksmith. 
It that remote place human faces were as welcome as they were rare, and 
the travellers were cordially entertained, and warmly welcomed to a share 
of their slender store. The new arrivals expressed considerable dread at 
remaining long with them in the absence of fire-arms; and the blacksmith, 
on retiring for the night, placed the fire-shovel within easy reach, as the 
only available weapon in case of an attack from the wild denizens of the 
woods. 

During the first few, years they had neither oxen nor horses, and on 
chopping down the trees, had to roll the trunks together by what was called 
hand-logging, in the best manner they could. 
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Had their land proved good, their labor and industry would have been 
fully rewarded; but thoughjinely timbered, the surface soil concealed a 
bed of stones, which almost their first attempts at culture made apparent, 
and on account of which, ere many years, they felt it prudent to part, for 
a trifling sum, with the new estates, on which so much valuable time and 
labor had been wasted, and in reference to which such bright anticipations 
had been at one time indulged. 

Notwithstanding this reverse, they did not despair, but 011 the contrary, 
on other lands or in pursuit of other occupations, they have ensured suc­
cess; and are to-day among the most contented and prosperous of our 
people. Wives and children, lands and houses, flocks and herds, have 
blessed their store, and while they often look back with a smile at those 
early days in the bush, and review their first blunders in the light of their 
after experience, no shadow of regret is felt at having chosen Canada 
as their home, or thc rude wilds of Dummer as their first resting 
place. 

Notwithstanding the long distance of parts of this township from Peter­
borough, from which most of the early settlers had to carry their provisions 
and other necessaries on their backs, and other local disadvantages, the 
settlers of Dummer made encouraging progress, and ere many years, the 
increase of their worldly store, and their farm improvements and domestic 
comforts, would compare favorably with those of some of the older 
townships. 

About the year 1834-5, a saw and grist mill were erected on the Indian 
river, at what is now the village of Warsaw. These were the property of 
the Hon. Zaccheus Burnham, and were under the local superintendence of 
Mr. Hartwell, who resided at the mills, and who conductcd the first store 
there, and who as late as the year 1844 was appointed first Local Superin­
tendent of' Schools for thc township. These mills, of course, proved a 
great advantage to the surrounding settlement, and formed the nucleus 
of the small village which has since grown up around them. 

Just before the outbreak of 1837, the militia of this township was 
organized under instructions from the Govcrnmellt., through Col. Brown, 
whose son was named Captain of the Dummer company, but never acted 
in that capacity. On the muster of the Dummer militia in Peterborough, 
S. J. Carver, Esq., our present Post-master, was appointed Captain 
of the Dummer company, and accompanied them to Toronto in that 

cfl.plloity. 



116 

The pummer miUtia turned out on two flf)Paplte QC~.a.ElioqB during the 
excitement consequent upon the rebellion. Fii'st at tIle brW~~il;lg o~t of 
the Yonge' Street fiasco, on which occasion six officers and ~5 priva,tes 
from Dummer went as far as Port Hope, and then finqing their !3.~rvices 
no longer needed, they returned to their homes. The office~s from 
Dummer on this occasion were, Ensign Robert Wigmol,'e, Sergeant-Majors 
Sampson Lukey and J ohn Lumsde~; Sergeant James Wason, and CQrpo­
rals William Wigmore and William Handbige. The list of the priv.ates 
on this turn out has been mislaid or lost.* 

On the second call to arms, which took place on the 8th of ;r anuary, 
1838, the Dummer militia again mustered, and a considerable number 
proceeded to Toronto. The following are the names of the ollicQrs all-d 
men who thus distinguished themselves:-

Ensign Robert Wigmore, Sergeant Major John Lumsden, 2nd Sergeant 
Major William Wigmore, and Sergeants, James Wason, Robett Sloan, 
Hugh Moore, Charles Murphy, Joseph Pegg. 

Privates,-Kenneth Kempt, John Robb, Thomas Robinson, William 
Anderson, Patrick Cassidy, Thomas Cassidy, John McMillen, Frederick 
Oxford, Henry Ferguson, John Kelly, George Sampson, Bernard McCann, 
John Clydesdale, John Kidd, William Christie, Daniel Murphy, William 
Davis, Edward Johns, John Hendron, Thomas Hendron, .Jr., Hugh Mc­
Intosh, Philip McGuire, James Bullock, Frederick Edwards, David Payne, 
William Thomas, William McFadden. Edward Payne, - Mulcahey, 
George Lumsden, Samuel Lumsden, Richard Mnnly, Charles Bissett, and 
William Archer. . 

On their arrival at Toronto, Sergeant .Joseph Pegg was appointed Ser­
geant-Major, and Sergeant Hugh Moore 2nd Sergeant-Major in the 
"Queen's Own." Private W'illiam Davis was appointed drul!l-majol'. 

On the return of these men to their homes, many of them were !,lisap­
pointed at finding that from some cause their pay was not forthcoming j 
find a lengthy correRpondence was held by the late Col. Robert Wigmore 
with the militia authorities on the subject, but wit.hout any very satifJi'ac­
tory results. In a chapter specially devoted to the "Peterboro' Militia" 
enough has been said, it is hoped, and a sufficient tribute paid to the brave 

• The names mentioned and tho .. which tollow were fumi,h.<1 uo hy the lute Col. Roben Wig­
more: a few l~ay8 befof6 hi$ dec_ell~e. 
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men ofthiit period, who at great personal inconyenieIice and no small risk 
to their fdtililles, and grea,ter risk, prospectively, to themselves, rallied ill 
defence of thc Government, and in maintenance of that British connec­
tion wilich is still dear to those of them. who survive, and no less so to 
their children, who have proved themselves not a whit behind thcir sircs 
in loyalty and devotion to the old flag, and in courage and prowess in 
rallying to its defence when more recently assailed. 

One cu-cumstance is worthy of mention as an illustration of the hearti­
ness and alacrity with which the call to arms was responded to in the by­
gone but not forgotten crisis of 1837. An old pensioner, long past age 
for Inilitary seryicc, came to Francis Crow Esq., during the muster, and 
thus expressed himself:-"Gcll1z-a-day, Francy, I'm going too.» Mr. 
Crow remonstrated with him on account of his age and infirmities, and 
urged him to remain at home, but in vain. "Begonnes,'· said the old sol­
dier, "the Nankees (Yankees) wounded me at Xew Orleans, and I'll never 
die until I have a shot at them," and_the veteran proceeded with the rest 
to Peterborough. 

The first resident clergyman in Dummer was the Rev. Archibald Col­
quhoun, who removed thither from Otonabee about the year 1838 or 1839· 
Service for SOme years was held in Mr. James McDonnell's house. An 
Episcopal church was the first erected in Warsaw, about the year 1855. 
A Free Presbyterian church was erecteu. about two ycars later. A house 
was erected for a church in ;;;chool section number four, in 1834, and 
made use of afl a school h011se in 1842. Methodist churches were erected 
on lot number,~ in the third eoncesBion in 1850, and on lot number 2G 
in the fourth concession in 1852. The firRt Methodist minister was the 
Rev; .Tolm Blackstock, and the first Bible Chri~tian clergyman in Dummer 
was the Rev. John Hicks Eynon, who is also remembered as a pioneer of 
that society in Peterborough. A Bible duistian church was among the 
other public btlildings erected many years ago. 

One of the first seho~l houses was that erected near Mr. John Kidd's, 
about the year 1836, of which Mr. Charles Murphy was teacher. Miss 
.Tane Batton is also remembereu. as another early teacher. 

The Dummer Town Hall was erected on its present site about the year 
1855, and a Free Presbyterian church in its yicinity about the year 1861. 
A Methodist church was erected at South Dummer, (us the Post Office in 
the neighborhood is called) at nu early period, and a Deat Baptist church OD 
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the same concession line, but a little further north, both of which have 
proved a great accommodation to the worshippers in the adjoining section 
of country. In the vicinity of the latter a neat and commodious 
Orange hall was erected within a few years, in which the numerous 
members of the Order in the vicinity hold their customary meetings. 

Dutnmer has several saw mills besides those at Warsaw, that of :Mr. 
Payne on the Indian river, above 'Warsaw, and the one known as Mr. 
Ritchie's on the west branch of the Ouse, having been built about the 
year 1853, and that of Mr. Enoch Reynolds, now owned by 1\'11'. Thomas 
Buck, some years earlier. 

It should be stated that although diligent enquiry has been made, thc 
dates in regard to important buildings in Dummer l1ave been ascertained 
with much difficulty, and in several instances it is feared they are only 
approximations to the years in which the several erections occllrred. 

Dummer had the honor of furnishing a Warden to the District Council 
ill the person of George Arundel Hill Esq., who was appointed to that posi­
tion by the Government, and for several years presided over the deliberations 
of that body. Mr. Hill also acted as township Clerk and Treasurer, and 
Local Superintendent of Schools for Dummer for several years; the duties of 
which offices hc performed with rare ability and with scrupulous care and 
preCISIOn. In several respects he was It remarkable man, and it is with 
regret that wc find ourselves unable to do but scant justice to the memory 
of a private gentleman and a public officer who, during the many years he 
was associated with the public affairs of his township and county, was 
highly esteemed by the communit.y in which he lived. 

Soon after his location in Dummer, the late Captain Hill wrote ,,_-\. 
Uuide to Emigrants from the British shores to the W ootis of Canada," 
which was published in neat pamphlet form of 56 pages, in Dublin, in 
1834. This little work eontained much useful information'to Emigrants 
in regard to preparations for their passage, and the mode of locating in 
the newly settled districts of' Canada. It was evidently written with 
lUuch care, and bears ample traces of a cultivated and intelligent mind. 

In the year 1835, Dummer contained a population of 693. In 1842, it 
had increased to 927. In 1852, the assessed value of the entire property 
:vas $118,835; and the total taxation $316.63. By way of comparison, 
1t may be stated that. in 1866, the total number of'ratepayerll was 370; thl1 
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assessed value of property $128636, and the taxes levied on this township 
for county rate alone, $1406.16. It has before been remarked that asses­
sed values, convcy no adequate idca of thc real wealth of township prop­
erty; as the fluctuations under the manipulations of successivc Assessors 
show differences in value, the result of' the ideas in regard to asscssment 
which happcn to be at the time paramount. 

At thc taking of the last censns, in 1861, thc entire population of Dum­
mer was 1757. Of these Dl± were males and 8·13 females. There 
were in 1860, 13 deaths and 65 births. 472 children were attending 
schoo!. 

Looking at the census by origin for 1861, wc find, from Ireland 292, 
England 146, Scotland 90, United States 46, Upper Canada D74, Lower 
Canada 21, other countries 5. 

As regards religion, therc were in 1861, Church of England 392, R. 
Catholic 181, W. Methodist 395, E. Methodist 41, Bible Christian 191, 
Free Church 274, Church of Scotland 1±6, Baptists 87, other churches 
50. 

DISTRICT AND COFSTY COUNCILLOR!':. 

1842, Alexander Kidd, 
1843, Alexander Kidd, 
1844, Thomas Choate, 

1850, Francis Crow. 
1851, Francis Crow. 
1852, Francis Crow. 
1853, Francis Orow. 
1854, Francis Cr()w. 
1855, Francis Orow. 

District Conncillors. 

1845, Thomas Choate, 
1846, Thomas Choate, 
1847, Wm. Wigmore, 

County COllllcillors. 

1856, Francis Orow. 
1857, Francis Orow. 
1858, Francis Crow. 
1859, Wm. Wigmore. 
186Q, Francis Orow. 
1861, Wm. Wigmore. 

1848, Will. Wigmore, 
1849, Will. Wigmore. 

1862, Francis Orow. 
1863, Francis Orow. 
1864, Robert Morrison. 
1865, George Choate. 
1866, John Kidd. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE l~ DUMltlER. 

Thomas Choate. 
Sampson Lukey. 
Francis Crow. 

John Kidd. 
W m. Wigmore. 
Wm. Manley. 
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John Rose. 
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LOCAL tiL":rERL'!TENDE~TS OF SCHOOLS. 

1844, E. Hartwell. 1855, George A. Hill. 
Next 7 years County 1856, George A. Hill. 

Superiutendellts. 1857, George A. Hill. 
1852, Rev. T. Searight. 1858, George A. Hill. 
1853, William Manly. 1859, George A. Hill. 
1854, William Manly. 1860, George A. Hill. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

1861, George "~. Hill. 
1862, Dr. T. W. Poole. 
]863, Dr. T. W. Poole. 
1864, Rcv M. A. Farrar. 
1865, Hev l\J. A. Farrar. 
1866, Rev M. A. Farrar. 

THE TOWNSHIPS OF BELMONT AND :lIETHL"EN. 

The survey of the township of Belmont was made in 1853, but it was 
not for several years afterwards that settlers found their way into it. Thc 
first actual resident was a Mr. Fiddick, who removed there with his 
family, but was so alarmed by the howling of wolves that he soon withdrew 
to reside in the vicinity of the settlement forming around Keeler's 
mill. The first settler to whom a patent for land was issued was Mr. 
Robert Stewart, familiarly known among his neighbours a.'l "the king of 
Belmont." 

For many years the roads leading into Belmont were of the most prim­
itive description; and great hardship and inconvenience were experienced 
by the first settlers in the transit, first of their slender store of worldly goods 
and afterwards in making their way to the mill and returniu'g with the sup­
plies necessary for themselves and families. 

Since the inauguration of our municipai system, and especially since 
Belmont became a separate eOl:poration, large sums of money have been 
expended for the improvement of roads. The abundance of gravel. has 
offered great facilities for this purpose, and the large incomc from taxes on 
non·resident lands has provided funds, which havc cnab~d some ex­
cellent lines of road to be made without greatly burdening the residellts of 
the township. 

In several respects, Belmont has made rapid progress. In 1842, the 
number of its householders was 33. In 1852 these had increased to 41, 
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while in 1866 they numbered 185. .1 ~ti1l more striking mark of progre~s 
is shewn in the rapid iuerease of' school houses, mostly of a superior kind. 
Twelve years ago, there were but one or tWIJ in the entire township; now 
there 111'e nine; and six of these arc frame buildings well finished, thorough­
ly furnished, andnullleroudy attended. 

The jirst saw mill in Belmont was Luilt by Mr. J chiel Brekenridge, on 
the site of the one now owned by P. Pearce, Esq. This was burned 
down, and the· present aile built by :Mr. Pearce, who has added to it a 
small grist mill, the first established in the municipality. Mr. Breken­
ridge al~o built a saw mill and small grist mill, at a splendid water-power, 
just where the stream which emerges from Round lake empties into Bel­
mont lake. 'l'here are two other saw mills besides these mentioned, one 
known as that erected by the Rev. Thomas Searight, and the other that 
of Mr. Holbrooks in the south portion of the township. 

Within a few years the "Hayeloek" Post Office was opened in Belmont, 
of which P. Pearce, Esq., was appointed Post-master. The office is kept 
at his residence on the Marmora road. A second Post Office has since 
been establisood, still further in the interior of' the township. 

The farmers of Belmont have no reason to complain of want of success 
in agriculture. Many of them have succeeded admirably. But the chief 
wealth of the township-especially of the northern portion-consists in its 
minerals. In the eastern portion, iron ore is found in large abundance, 
and of cxcellent quality. Recently, extensive deposits of a pure white 
marble have been brought to light in its northern section, bo.th of which 
need but capital and entcrprise, joined with some means of transit to the 
frontier, .to render them richly productiyc, and the "working" of them in 

. the highest degree conduciyc to the prospcrity of the township. 

W~ pause not to dwell upon the further incidents connected with the 
settlement of this township, few of which have been detailed to us, and the 
early experiences of the first pioneers are more or less similar to thosc 
already narrated in reference to other townships. 

Belmont has had the honor of twice furnishing a Warden for the county, 
in the person of P. Pearce, Esq., for the years 1863 and 1864. Mr. 
Pearce is now one of the oldest councillors in the county; and for many 
years has taken a pl'o01inent part in municipal business. 
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)IETHL"EX. 

Methuen was surveyed in 1823, but till within the la&t nine yoars reo 
mained without a settler. One of the first to push his way ~nto the town· 
ship was Mr. John VansickleI', about the year 1857. The little settle· 
ment then formed has increased, till, in the year 1866, the number of 
ratepayers in Methuen was 22, and the total assessed value of property, 
$3291. Methuen is still united to Bclmont for municipal purposes. 

The population of Belmont aud Methuen in 1861 was 689. Of these 
108 persons were from Ireland, 15 from England, 34 from Scotland, 12 
from the United States, 516 from Upper Canada, and 3 from Lower 
Canada. 

In a religious point of view there were in 1861, Church of England 132, 
R. Catholic 21, W. Methodist 264, E. Methodist 4, Free Church 199, 
Church of Scotland 48, Baptist 6, others 12. 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COU:-ICLLLORS. 

Dist riet Co wlcil101"8. 

1843, N. U. Beattie. 
1844, N. C. Beattie. 
1845, N. C. Beattie. 

1846, John Robertson. 1849, Thos. McBurney. 
1847, John Robertson. 
1848, John Robertson. 

Co unty COWl cillo 1'S. 

~lE)!.-From 1849 until the close of the year 1854, these 
were united to Asphodel for municipal purposes. 

townships 

1855, William Rae, 1859, John Matheson. 
1856, William Rae. 1860, John Matheson. 
1857, Robert Preston. 1861, John Matheson. 
1858. Thomas Searight. 1862, John Matheson. 

1863, Peter Pearce. 
1864, Peter Pearce. 
1865, Peter Pearce. 
1866, Pet€r Pearce. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN BELMONT. 

Pete).' Pearce. 
Robert Preston. 

John H. Preston, 
John Holcomb. 

LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

]844, N. C. Beattie. 1856, Dr. T. W. Poole. 1862, Rev. Jas. Bowie. 
County Superintendents.1857, Dr. T. W. Poole. 1863, Rev. Jas. Bowie. 
1852, Rev. T. Searight. 1858, Dr. T. W. Poole. 1864, W. N. Armstrong, 
1853, Thos. Robertson. 1859, Rev. H. McDowell 1865, Rev M. A. Farrar. 
1854, Thos. Hobertson. 1860, Rev. J as. Bowie. 1866. Rev 1\:1. A. Farrar. 
1855, Rev. T. Searight. 1861, Re,. Jas. Bowie. ' 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF NORTH MONAGHAN. 

That portion of the township of Monaghan comprised within the Coun­
ty of Peterborough, is the rear seven concessions, and is usually .known as 
North Monaghan. As seen on the map, it may be said to be triangular in 
shape, with the apcx downwards, or towards the south. It is bounded on 
the north by the township of Smith, on the west by Cavan, and on the 
east by the Otonabee river. The Millbrook and Peterborough branch of 
the Port Hope and Lindsay railroad traverses the triangle from its south­
ern angle, runuing parallel with the river to thc north-eastern corner, in 
which the Town of Peterborough is situated. This town, prior to its 
incorporation in 1850, formed a part of the municipality of North Mona­
ghan. Until that date, the population and general statistics of t.he town 
are blended with those of the township, so t.hat neither can be stated in­
dependently of the other. 

The township of Monaghan was surveyed in 1818. The earliest set­
tlers found their way into its northern portion in 1818 and 1819. Among 
them were Messrs. William Fowler, Robert Morrison, Robert Thompson, 
John Tully, William Birdwhistle, Thomas and Robert Leadbeater, Rich­
ard Alexander, Robert Cross, John Foster, James Wilson, Matthew 
Wilson, William Wilson, Wilford DrYRdale, John Birney and Thomas 
Spiers. 

The difficulties which lIluny of' them had to encounter were similar to 
to those already mentioned in regard to those in the township of Smith. 
Provisions and utensils had to be carried from Port Hope, in the absence 
of a road, mostly on the settler's shoulders, or as best they could, for 
several years. 

The first of these settlers found their way in singly, or ill groups of two 
or three, roamed through the continuous forest, till having selected a lot 
of land which appeared to please them, and learning the number and con­
cession from the recently marked posts of the surveyors, they returned to 
make tIie needful applieation to the Land Agent, in order to secure it. 
During this first exploration visit, one or more nights had to be spent in 
the forest., where, having kindled ::t fire, t.heylay down to sleep beneath the 
branches of::t group of t.rees, wearied and fatigued, and worse, perhaps. 

wet and torn wit.h the miflhaps of the jOUl'ney. 
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Gradually the blue smoke-from the settler's shanty, and the tiny open­
ing in the great forest, began to appear here and there, at intervals, often 
of miles between. But the number of the shanty fires gradually increased; 
the gaps in the woods grew larger, as giant trunk and tender sapling 
groaned and fell beneath the sturdy stroke of the settler's axe. 'Then the 
huge heaps appeared, rolled together by united effort. The flames crack­
led and roared. Far away into the gloom of the dark forest shot the 
gleam of the evening fires, which told that a conqueror had come, and that 
civilization and the luxuries of comfort and refinement wpre on the way to 
cheer and enliven those rude fastnesses of nature, and bid them smile with 
a new growth and a moi'e prolific harvest. Gradually tl1(; cleared lands 
widened and increased into snug farms. The road-way was hewn out, and 
made suitable for travel. The first rude shanty gave way to a substantial 
and comfortable mansion, Flocks and herds increased; and as time pro­
gressed and the population grew, the rude wilderness became a compara­
tive garden. 

Well may the veteran pioneer pause now hI the evening of his days and 
look around on the wonders wrought by time and industry. Proudly may 
he point to the spot where he first reclined beneath the spreading trees, 
wet with the morning dcw, during that first visit to his future farm, and 
contrast with that scene the prcsent, with its broad acres and cultivated 
fields, its neat farm houses and thriftly barns, which he expects soon to 
leave a rieh heritage to his children. Well will it bc for the second gene­
ration if they emulate the thrift and industry of their sires, and continue 
in the paths of honorable toil and healthful and happy labor, which have 
already led to such noble results, and which Illay lcad to still grcatcr tri­
umphs in the future, ' 

"--- Peace hath her Yictol'ies, 
Not less renowned than war," 

",,,"nd there is ample room for the employment of vast energies, consummate 
skill, and remunerative outlay, in still further subduing the soil, elimina­
ting its forees, reclaiming its waste but luxuriant places, and making 
it subservient in the highest degree to the wants and tllC luxuries of 
man. 

Let not this useful work be deemed degrading. It presents a field 
worthy of the foremost spirits,-a career among the most ennobling, and 
certainly the mo:st independent. What our fathel'S have so well begun, 
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should be pushed forward to still higher results by us their children; or 
else the mantle of llOnor and the meed of praise whieh they have earned 
for good and noble work, well accomplished, will be buried with them, or 
will pass by their dcgenerate sons to the strangcr and the alien, to whom 
will pass the fruits of their toil and the heritage they have aehicyed, 

This township is traversed by an excellent gravel road, built in 1850; 
which, if it has never yielded much return to the stockholders, has been of 
great advantage to the section of country it traverses. The road terminates 
in Peterborough on the north, and stretches away in the direction of Mill­
brook on the south. 

From its proximity to the town, this township has at all seasons an ex­
cellent market. This same proximity will account for the paucity of' 
churches, shops or places of local business or resort. The village of Spring­
ville, which of late years has grown into existence, is situated on the town 
line between this township and Cavan, and besides a Post Office, has a 
neat Presbyterian church, erected nearly thirty years 'lg0. A commodiou~ 
town hall, built about the year 1858, serves the purposes of township and 
council meetings, alld besides is used for the services of several religious 

denominations. 

The first large instalment of clergy reserve money, after being at first 
invested in loans, was in part divided among the several wards for the 
improvement of roads, and the' remainder applied to the erection of 
schQol houses,-in both eases greatly to the advantage of the people of the 

township. 

In 1852, the number of householders in ~ol'th l'Ionaghan was returned 
at 1CO. The total a~~e~RCll value of property waR $143,228, and the total 

rates $300.23. 

In 18G6, the number of' ratepayers had increased to ~69; the total 
assessed value of property was $152,929, and the county rate alone, exclu­

sive of township and school rates, was $809.1G. 

At the taking of the last census in 1861, the population of X Ol'th "Ion­
aghan was set down at 1281. Of these, G51 were maIeR and G30 female~. 
There were in 1860, 8 deaths, 30 births, and ~-17 children attending 

school. 
The census by origin, in 1861, stood DR follows :-lreland 313, England 

12;), Scotland 7-1. tTnited Stntes 1\ Upp!,r C!ll1~(h 718, Lower Canndn 

2-1, other countries 12. 
25 
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The census by religion shows,-Church of England 382, R. Catholic 
3U, W. Methodist 162, E. Methodist 4, :aible Christian 16, Free church 
422, Church of Scotland 61, Bn.ptist 49, others 15. 

DISTRICT AXD COUXTY COUNCILLORS. 

1842, Thomas Harper, 
1843, Thomas Harper. 
1844, Thomas Harper. 
1845, Charles Perry. 

District COllllcillar.~. 

1846, Oharles Perry. 1848, Ro~t. Thompson. 
Thomas Chambers. Thos. Chl/-mbers. 

1847, Charles Perry. 1849, Robt. Thompson. 
Thomas Chambers. Thos. Chambers. 

Thomas Chambers. 

1850, Thomas Fortye. 
1851, Thomas Fortye. 
1852, Thomas Fortye. 
1853, Thomas Fortye. 
1854, Thomas Fortye. 
1855, Thomas Fortye. 

Comdy C011cncillors. 

1856, Thomas Fortye. 
1857, Thomas Fortye. 
1858, Thomas Eyres. 
1859, Thomas Eyres. 
1860, Thomas Eyres. 
1861, Ed. Chamberlin. 

1862, Ed. Chamberlin. 
1863, John Lockie. 
1864, John Gilmour. 
1865, John Gilmour. 
1866, John Gilmour. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN :MONAGHAN. 

Thomas Fortye. J ames Wallis. 

LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

1844, Hartley Dunsford. 
County Superintendents. 
1852, Thomas Fortye. 

1853, Rev. E. Roberts. 
Until 1866 ditto. 
1866, James Stratton. 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF ENNISMORE. 

The township of Ennismore was surveyed in 1825. Its first settlers 
were a portion of the immigrants of thnt year, to the number of sixty-seven 
and their familieR, consisting in all of 297 ~!OuIR. During the first ye~r, 
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intlluding the journey up frum Prescott, there were among these Enl1ismore 
settlers nine bil'ths and twenty-three deaths. The official returns show 
their first year's produce (that is, from the date of settlement in 1825 to 
November, 1826,) to be 8,900 bushels of potatoes, 3000 bushels of turnips 
and 1042 bushels of Indian corn. Of the 195 acres cleared up to that 
date, 441- acres were that fall (1826) sown with fall wheat. They had 
besides made 1,330 pounds of maple sugar, and owned among them four 
oxen, nine cows and ten hogs, purchased by themselves. 

So large a r~sult for their first year's labor was creditable to these 
new settlers, most of whom had not the most remote idea of the proper 
means to pursue in clearing and tilling their land. More than one of them 
attempted to burn the timber in the winter as he chopped it, and in the 
spring some of them swept the ground with a besom lest it might not be 
sufficiently clean for the seed about to be sown. For the first year or two 
oxen were very scarce, and instead of harrowing in the grain, it was hoed 
in, as best it could among the stumps. 

The Chemong or Mud lake in front, was a serious obstacle in the way of' 
procuring supplies; for as yet the settlers were too inexperienced to con­
struct canoes of any service, and consequently the wheat to the mill, and 
the flour on their return, had to be carried on their shoulders round the 
head of the lake. Roads as yet were scarcely thought of; and thus heav­
ily laden, they followed the "blaze" on the trees, through brush, swamps 
and over fallen timber as best they could. These laborious journeys and 
heavy burdens were not confined to the men, but even the women too, at 
times found it necessary to proceed, laden with grain, to mill or market, and 
in assisting their hushands and providing for their families, performed feats 
of labor and endurance of which in later times we have but a faint con­
ception. 

Sir Peregrine Maitland visited the new settlement in Ennismore during 
his visit to Peterborough in 1826, accompanied by Co!. Talbot, ~fr. (after­
wards Colonel) Alexander McDonell and otllCrs. They put up for a short 
time at the shanty of Mr. Eugene McCarthy, father of Jeremiah 
McOarthy, Esq., and partook of such refreshment as the settlement 
afforded. 

During the ficst ten years, the population of Ennismore rather diminish­
ed than increased. This was no doubt owing to the fact that many of the 
younger men wer~ obliged to seek in older settlements for employment at 
remunerating wages. 

25'" 
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Bnnismore is buL a small township,-it might bc $lid a mere corner of 
Smith, cut off from the rcmainder by Chcmong lake. Thrce school houses 
,",upply the educational wants of the inhabitants. It has near its ceutre a 
Roman Catholic church, erected many years ago. There is abo a Post 
Office, of which }Ir. Patrick Galli van was first Postmaster. Its sccond 
aud present Postmaster is Mr. Thomas Lehanc. 

'fhe soil of Bnnismore is naturally rich and fertile, and nothwithstand· 
ing mauy drawbacks from inexperience and the isolation of the township by 
water, the patient perseverance of the settlers, in a fcw years overcame the 
first difficulties, and they and their families gradually grew into compara­
tive wealth and independence. 

Ennismore is situated on the direct route between Peterborough and the 
Bobcaygeon road. Owing to the influx of settlers, and the extensive 
lumbering operations carried on in the new townships bordering on that 
road, during the past few years, it is the thoroughfare for traffic between 
these points,-the bridging of the lakes on either side by the winter's ice, 
affording the necessary facilities for such a transit. Several attempts have 
been made to supply this necessary link of communication by bridging the 
water, and although such a result would be highly beneficial not only to 
Ennismore, but to the trade of Peterborough, all efforts of the kind to 
undertake such a work have hitherto ended only in failure. 

In February, 1844, a by-law was passed by the District Council author­
izing the appropriation of twenty-six pounds, currency, from the wild land 
assessment fund of El1nismore, "for the purpose of building a scow and 
ferry boats on :Mud lake, to ply from Galt's landing in Ennismore to 
Edmison's landing in Smith." The councillor for the township and two 
other persons chosen at the town meeting, were appointed commissioners 
to have the same in charge, and to contract with a f(a'ryman for perform­
ing this duty. The tolls to be charged, which were very low, were 3S 

follows :-A span of horses and waggon one shilling. A single horse, with 
or without a waggon, sixpence. A yoke of oxen and vehicle ninepence. 
Horned cattle per head three pence. Pigs and calves per head twopence. 
Each passenger threepence. 

The ferry thus established was kept in operation for a few years, but 
was found troublesome and expensive, (lnd although a convenience to the 
public, was nevertheless discontinued. 
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tlince then, the necessity for a bridge at that place ha~ been frequently 
hrought prominently before the public, and at times it seemed in a fair 
way to be secured, but has not yet been aceomplished. 

III 1854 a Joint Stock Company wa~ formed to construct a gravel road 
froUl Peterborough to Bobcaygeoll, intending to cross lUud lake by a bridge 
at the point mentioned, and thellee passing across the township of Ennis­
more. Of this company, Augustus Sawers, Esq., was President, aml 
William Lundy, Elias Burllham, James Stevenson, and W. S. Conger, 
Esquires, were Directors, with Thomas White, Esq., Jr., as Secretary. 
The town adopted a by-law pledging itself to £5000. The township of 
Ennismore at a public meeting took stock to thc extent of £3000, and 
stock was otherwise takcn, chiefly by private individuals, to the amount of 
£1100, but the project, though begun under these favourable auspices, was 
never even commenced i and like lllany other less practicable schemes, soon 
passed iuto oblivion. As the construction of a bridge across Mud lake, 
opposite the village of Bridgenorth, is still the subject of occasioual discus­
sion, and recently engaged the attenti9ll of the County Council, it may 
not be uninteresting to quote the estimate for such a structure, made at 
the time (1854) by:Mr. DUlllble, the gentleman charged with the prelim­
inary survey and estimates of the cost of the above mentioned road. That 
for the bridge is as follows :-

"Across Mud lake, 70 chains, bridging to consist of piles, stringers. 
corbals, plank and railing, 50 feet span, with swing to admit of navigation, 
-£3500. 

The absence of any current in the lake, even at high water, and the 
consequent small risk of injury to such a structure from the action of the 
ice, are most favorable circumstances i which, together with the great im­
portance of such a work to the municipalities in the rear, as well as to the 
Town of Peterborough in front, give good hope that means will ere long 
be found to construct so desirable a work. 

In 1832, the number of persous assessed in Ennismore was 82; the 
number of acres cultivated 118. The value of its property as assessed 
then was $7088, and total rates for all purposes levied on the township in 
that year, $34. 

In 1866, its ratepayers numbered 185. The assessed value of its pro­
perty waf! $69364, and its county rate alone, exclusive of town3hip and 
:school rates, $494.13. 
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The total population of Enllismorc in 1861 was 8ti:!. Of these 462 
were males and 400 females. There were in 1860, 3 deaths, 32 births and 
172 children attending school. 

The census by origin shows, ~48 from Ireland, 11 from England; 8 from 
Scotland, 22 from the United States, and 572 as natives of Upper 
Canada. 

The census by religion :-Church of England 66, R. Catholic 744, 
W. Methodists 27, Free Church 24, Church of Scotland 6, and one or 
two others. 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS. 

District Councillors. 

Daniel Costello, Esq., was-District Councillor for this township, con­
tinuously from the first organization of that body in 1842, until it was 
merged in the County Council in 1850. 

County Councillo1'8. 

1850, United to Smith 1855, Daniel Costello. 
for municipal 1856, Daniel Costello. 

1851, purposes. 1857, Daniel Costello. 
1852, Daniel Costello. 1858, Patrick Gallivan. 
1853, Daniel Costello. 1859, John Houron. 
1854, Daniel Costello. 1860, P. Cunningham. 

186i, S. McCarthy. 
1862, S. McCarthy. 
1863, Cor. Sullivan. 
1864, Martin Corkery. 
1865, Cor. Sullivan. 
1866, Jer. McCarthy. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN ENNISlIfORE. 

Daniel Costello. 
Patrick Sullivan. 

John Sullivan. 
Martin Corkery. 

Patrick Brick. 

LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

1844, Patrick Sullivan. 1856, Daniel Donahue. 1862, Daniel Donahue. 
County Superintendents.1857, Daniel D{)nahue. 1863, Daniel Donahue. 
1852, Patrick Sullivau. 1858, James Brennan. 1864, Daniel Donahue. 
1853, Dr. John Irons. 1859, James Brennan. 1865, Dr. T. W. Poole. 
1854, Daniel Donahue. 1860, James Brennan. 1866, James Stratton. 
1855, Daniel Donahue. 1861, James Brennan. 
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CliAPTER XXIX. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF HARVEY. 

About the year 1832, a number of gentlemen, soon after their emigra­
tion to Canada, located in the township of Harvey, and commenced a set­
tlement chiefly in the south-western corner, near the shore of Pigeon 
lake, and in the vicinity of Sandy lake. Col. Strickland in his intere~ting 
work on Canada, says, "The spot chosen by them was one of great natural 
beauty; but it possessed no other advantages except.:. an ahundance of 
game, which was no small inducement to them. They:spent several thou­
sand pounds in building fancy log houses, and making large clearings 
which they had neither the ability nor indu~try to cultivate. But, even if 
they had possessed sufficient perseverance, their great distance from a mar­
ket, bad roads, want of knowledge in cropping after they had cleared the 
land, lack of bridges, and poor soil, would have been a great drawback 
to the chance of effecting a prosperous settlement. In a few years not a 
settler remained of this little colony. Some stayed till their means were 
exhausted; others more wise l)urchased ready-cleared farms in the settle­
ments, or followeu some profession more congenial to their tastes or more 
suited to their abilities."~' 

Among those whose first experience of life in Canada commenced ill 
Harvey, were Robert Dennistoun, Esq., and Captain Wallis, who for 
many years have been regarded as among our mo.st worthy citizens. 

Since this attempt at settlement in Harvey, no large influx of popula­
tion has taken place, and the great bulk of the township still remains either 
in the hands of the Crown, or is owned by non-residents, who are chiefly 
lUlllber merchants, for whose operations the township offered peculiar fa­
cilities in former days, but is now nearly denuded of its valuable timber, 
though still in great part covered by the forest. 

Among the first settlers in Harvey, was Mr. Matthew Warenl, now of 
Smith, bu,t who resided for 11 years in Harvey, and notwithstanding 
many disadvantages succeeded well in the pursuit of agriculture. 

A valuable mill site on the Missasauga river, in this township, was 
turned to account some years ago by Mr. Wm. Henry, who erected a fine 
saw mill on the spot, now for some years conducted by' W. A. Scott, Esq . 

.. BTwenly-scwcn }"eau in Canada \Ve,it." Yolo I, page 136. 
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The mill is adjacent to the Bald lakes, which are navigable for 
steamers, and by this meaus) the large quantity of sawn lumber manufac­
tured there every year is shipped to market. 

The front of the township borders on Bnckhorn lake) at the narrows of 
which, known as Buckhorn falls, a fine saw mill, and other machinery were 
erected some years ago by John Hall, Esq., who i8 also Postmaster of the 
place. 

A bridge was thrown across the stream at this point, which is the ea8t. 
crn terminus of the navigation of the back lakes; and to which steamboats 
ply constantly during the SU!Dmer season for the transport of lumber. 
"Hall's bridge" or Buckhorn) /IS the place is called, is within thc granite 
or Laurentian formation, and the approach to the spot is over boulders 
of immense size, whose huge oval backs have become partly bare, but in 
the interstices of whieh, trees and shrubbery still flourish. 

From Hall's bridge, a road was projected through the wild lands of tllis 
and the adjacent townships, intended to tap the Canada Land and Emi­
gration Company's lands in the rear. The Town and County agreed to 
construct the portion through Harvey, and the GOyernn1ent undertook the 
expense and supervision of the remainder. Towards this end, the Town 
and County of Peterborough appropriated $1500 each; but, at their 
solicitation, thc Government accepted their aid to this extent, and undertook 
the work of the entire road. Operations were commenced in 1865, under 
the superintendence of Mr. 'r. F. Nicoll, and threc milcs were constructed 
at a cost to the Government of about $3000, including the cxpenses of 
thc location of the road. During the present season, (1866).J. R. Benson) 
Esq., with a number of men, hall been proseuting the same work, of 
which about six milcs are now completed, and in fail' condition for 
travel. 

Until the present year, (1866), Harvey was llssociated with the town­
ship of Smith for municipal purposes. Having attained the necessary 
number of ratepayers, it has now become a separate corporation, of which 
IV. c\.. Scott, Esq., waR the first and present Reeve. The number of its 
ratepayers for 1865 was set down at 69, and its nsses,ed value for that 
year at S.Jc2,520. 

During 1864-5, the township of Harvey was resurvtyeu by Theodore 
Clementi. E'q., P. L. S., the expenses connected with which were to be 
pllid partl)' by the Government, and partly by the owner~ or le~~ee!\ of' 
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land JiIltented in that township. The County Council authorized the work, 
believing it to bc urgently required, and for the benefit of the municipality, 
but hitherto it has failed to recover the money advanced in O'ood faith for 

• 0 

the pro~ecution of the wQrk, amounting in all to $2759. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

THE NEW TOWNSHIPS. 

The new townships of the County of Peterborough are somewhat isola­
ted from the rest of the County, net only as regards the remoteness of their 
situation, but also on account of their more rccent survey and settlement. 
Besides, though now numbering several distinct municipalities, they were, 
but a few years ago, comprised in one, and have therefore a unity of 
interest, and a somewhat similar history. For these reasons, we shall 
present such facts in reference to them, collectively and in detail, as we 
have been able to gather. 

It is no part of our duty, in these pages, to enter into the consideration 
or diseussion of the merits or otherwise of the new townships of the back 
country, as a field for the pnrsuit of agriculture or other enterprise. Suf­
fice it to say, that careful and practical. observers have given it as their 
opinion that much good land exists in these townships; and with the 
opening up of excellent colonization roads, stretching far into the interior, 
intending settlers there are provided with facilities of accc~s and transpor­
tation which ensure~ them advantages from the ontset, unknown in the 
early settlement of the older townships of' this county. 

The courageons spirits who have secured houses and farms in these new 
townships within a few yearl', have had few of the difficulties to encounter 
such as fire pourtrayed in the case of the first settlers of Smith; and 
every year, such disadvantnge.~ as did at first exist, fire disappearing, as 
stores, mills, school houses and churches are being erected; thus bringing 
the blessings of civilization within reach of almost the furthest pioneers 

into this new region. • 
26 
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The progres~ of these new townships, which nine years ago were not 
only entirely unsettled, but even unsurveyed, has been very remarkable. 
At first, in the year 1859,' they were united with the township of Smith 
for municipal purposes. A year later, a whole block of townships, com­
prising a large area, was united in a single municipality; and the increase 
of population has been such, that tbese one after another, were enabled to 
be set off as a separate corporation; till, on the ] 8t of January, 1867, no 
less than five distinct municipal bodies exist, each regulating its own 
local affairs, and sending a Reeve to sit in our County Council. 

Such a rate of progress, if persisted in, would ere many years, require 
the formation of a new county. As in older communities, progress is not 
uniformly rapid; but while townships first settled assume a more station­
ary position, in the newer and more remote localities, fresh advances are 
being constantly made into the interior, and a wider area every year re­
claimed for the dominion of man, and made subservient to the pursuits of 
industry. 

We begin with the first of these new townships :-

;I'HE TOWNSHIP OF GALWAY: 

The township of Galway lies next to.Harvey, in the real', and has the 
Bobcaygeon road along its western bound.ary. It was surveyed in part by 
M. Dean, Esq., P. L. S., in 1857, and contains 69,920 acres. He states 
of that portion surveyed by him :-''It is well watered, and although un­
dulating and stony in places, is generally well suited for settlement.­
However, in the 17th and 18th concessions, there is a succession of rocky 
ridges which may, for the present, retard the settlement of that section, 
but the many intervening valleys in which the soil is deep and fertile, will 
afford such inducements as will ultimately leael to its settlement." 

The remainder, being the south 
Drennan, Esq., P. L. S., in 1860. 
The surveyor says:-

eastern corner, was surveyed by W. 
Of this the report is less favorable. 

"I regret that I cannot give a very favorable report of the quality of 
the land in the greater portion of that part of the township surveyed by 
me, much of it being little better than bare rock." . 

" There are, however, patches of severn I hundred acres each of very 
fair bnd in many places; and land appe~rg to improve very much in the 
north east corner." 
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" The line of junction of the lilUe~tone with granite or ~nci~~ l'Un5 
across the south west course of the township of Galway, as shewn on the 
plan; the former lying to the south west and the latter to the north cast: 
several other rocks crop out between t.he two, especially a description of sand­
stone which seems well adapted for building purposes, being very compact 
and at tho saille time easily worked, and of a beautiful 00101'. ,;, 'r-

" There is SOllle very fine pine timber, both white and red, much of it 
being fr0111 three to four feet iu diameter. It is the only timber of much 
commercial importance, except perhaps tamarack, there bcing yery little 
elm and no oak. 'rhe most frequent descriptions of hardwood timber are 
maple, basswood, iron-wood and beech." 

During 1858-9, settlers flocked into this township in considerable num­
bers. Among the first of these were, Messrs. Thomas R. White, James 
Lyle, John Coulter, John Lambert, John Henderson, John Allan, John 
Doherty, Robert Purdy, Thomas Probert, Thomas McGahey, Anthony 
Lawrence, John Healey, Maurice Hartnett, Jolm T. Henderson, William 
Casey, Wm. Craig, Thomas Morgan, Thomas Bick, Duncan Moulineaux, 
Andrew Hamilton, Michael Flaherty, James Flaherty, William Leeson, 
Michael, George and John O'Brien, Maurice Sullivan, Michael Kane, 
J ames Purdy and perhaps others. 

During the first year of settlement, an average of about three acres 
was cleared on each lot; now, in 1866, the total number of settlers 
is 122, and the clearings on the lots settled will average probably 20 acres 
each. 120,000 acres of land are assessed in Galway, for 1866, and there is 
said to be some good land still unoccupied. 

At the time the first settlement was made, the Bobcaygeon road was 
only partially completed; and the nearest point for milling and market 
was Bobcaygeon village, a distance to the settlers of from nine to eighteen 
miles. The first store in Galway was opened by Thomas Probert, Esq., 
in 1860, at his residence on lot 7, concession A, on the Bobcaygeon road. 
Mr. Probert was also the first Postmastoc, his office having been opened in 
1860. He is also a Justice of the Pea~e, and has for three years repre­

sented the municipality in the County Council. 

The first clergymen who visited Galway, were the Rev. John A. Dowler 
and the Rev. George H. Kenney, of the Methodist, the Rev. Mr. Clark of 
the Presbyterian, and the Rev. John Vicars, of the Episcopal church, 
Lindsay. At Silycr lake, religious services are held every Sunday. 

26* 
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The tavern-keepers of' Galway are Mr. Thomas lL White, .on lot 1 Cuu­
l;cs:;iun .\, and iiiI'. John Edgar, of Silver lake. 

During the first years of' settlement, bears were frequently met with, 
and the howling of' wolves was llot unusal. 

The improvement of' the Bobeaygeon road, and also the opening up of 
roads in the intcrior of'the township, have materially improved the pros­
pects of the scttlcrs, while the tactci already mentioned bear witness to the 
material progress whidl has been made ill a few brief years. 

A reference to the census for 1861 IShows that Galway had then a popu­
lation of 35~. or these 171 were males and 181 females. During 1860 
there was one death and 16 births in this townsllip. 20 children were re­
turned as attending school. 

The census by religion, as taken in 1861, shows :-Church' of England 
105, R. Catholic 149, W. Methodists 12, Free Chureh 16, Church of 
Scotland 6, Baptists 9, other :Methodists 24, and other churches 31. 

'fhe nallles of the Reeves and Township Clerks of this and the otlleI' 
new townships will be found in tabular form in a future page. 

The number of ratepayers in Galway in 1866, was 122; the total 
assessed value of property $20110, and the sum levied for county rate 
$76.85. The assessment roll shows 12 of the first and 58 of the second 
class militia for that year. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF SNOWDEN. 

Proceeding further along the Bobcaygeon road, the next township to 
Galway is Snowden, This township was surveyed in 1859 by M. Dean, 
Esq., P. L. S. To convey a general idea of its topography, we quote the 
following from his official report :-

" For the purpose of more fully describing the land and timber, I have 
made a tracing from the plan to accompany the returns, on which I have 
divided the township into five sections-number one embracing the north 
and north-western portion of the township, is a tract of hardwood land 
composed of a sandy loam soil, generally stony and rocky in places; the 
prevailing timber is !llaple, beech, elm, birch, hemlock, ironwood, bassw{)od 
and balsam. Section nnmber two is a small tract of inferior land, very 
rocky, and timbered with pine, hemlock and ballam. Section number 
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three is an extensive tract of high rolling land, being a succession of hills, 
ridges and knolls, the summits of which are all more or less rocky, while 
the intervening valleys, owing to deposits washed from the surrounding 
heights, possess a deep, rich and fertilc soil; the principal timber is pine, 
hemlock, cedar, balsam aud tamarack, each ranking consecutively according 
to its abundance, and with respect to the pine, of' which there are white 
and red, the former is not of a good quality, and the latter is generally too 
small for merchantable timber. Section number four is a tract of land 
which was burned about twenty years ago, and is now overrun with a 
second growth of' poplar, birch, hemlock and pine, Section number five is 
a small tract of undulating land of good quality, timbered with maple, 
beech, basswood, hemlock, elm and ironwood; the soil is sandy loam, and 
stony in places." 

The following were among the first settlers of Snowden :-.:\1essrs. S. S. 
Peck, J. B. Edmison, Henry ·Edmison, Richard McCracken, W. B. 
Brower, Stephen Moore, R. C. Garratt, Archibald Scott, Robert Ritchie, 
Henry Agglestone, John Scheffee, David Roxborough, David Chalmers 
and Andrew Chalmers. 

The want of roads, mills and stores, were alllong the disadvantages of 
the early settlement, but the latter were ere long supplied, by the spring­
ing up of the village of Minden, in the adjacent portion of the township of 
Minden, which at once became the chief market and place of trade of this 
and adjoining townships. 

In consequence of this proximity to the village of Minden, Snowden 
has no resident clergymen, no Post Office, and no tavern. S. S. Peck, 
Esq., who for several years has been elected Reeve of the township, is also 
a Justice of the Peace, a Commissioner in the Queen's Beneh, and also 
Issuer of Marriage Licenses. Mr. Robert Ritchie was first Reeve of 
Snowden, after its erection into a separate municipality. The names of 
those who successively filled that office in the different municipalities, and 
those of the several township Clerks, &c., will be given hereafter in tabular 
form, as more concise and convenient for reference. 

A Wesleyan Methodist Church was erected on lot 15 ill the 13th con­
cession, in 1863 .. The first school house, known as "Peck's," was erected 
Ofl lot 30, con<;lession A. The·first trustees were Messrs. Rueben C. Gar­
rett, Stephen l\ItlDn, and William Heal'tell. The first teacher was ~Ii8S 
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:\1. A. Peck. The second school housc in Snowden wa~ that !lOW known 
a~ belonging tD Section no. 4, on lot 16, concession A. Mr. Thos. Smith 
was the first school teacher. 

Bears, foxes a!ld wild cats were plentiful, and are still occasionally met 
with, but occasion no special inconvenience. 

At the taking of the last ecnsus, (in 1861) Snowden had residents, from 
Irelaud 25, England 15, Scotland 5, United States 6, Uppcr Canada 125, 
Lower Canada 1, other countries 1 J. 

'fhere were, members ofthc Church of England 88, R. Catholic 12, W. 
i\Iethodist 34, E. Methodist 11, Free Church 2, Church of Scotland 22, 
other churches 19. 

The total population was then 188, of which J10 were males and 78 
females. 

The assessment roll for 1866, shows the names of 83 ratepayers in 
Snowden. The total valuation of property for that year was $17666, 
and the county rate $93.72. The militia em'olled were, first class 23, 
second class 32, third class 10. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF "lINDEN. 

The township of Minden was surveyed by J. W. Fitzgerald, Esq., 
P. L. S., in 1859, and contains 46,000 acres. In his official report to the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands, he thus speaks of it :-

" I am pleased, Sir, tD be able to report very favorably of this tDwnship, 
which is now being fast settled with an industrious and intelligent class of 
people, composed chiefly of emigrants of a few years' experience in the 
country, who have acquired a good knowledge of Canadian life. There 
are already several large clearings varying from two to fifteen acres, the 
greater portion of which is under crop; the soil is generally compo Bed of 
sandy loam, in Bome cases resting upon a substratum of clay and gravel, it 
is of good depth, and capable of affording a profitable yield to the industri­
ous husbandman." 

" The timber in the township is principally beech, maple and pine of 
average size, and well balanced to supply all the wants of the inhabitants; 
there are occasional cedar and spruce swamps, which, by a little drainage, 
could bi rendered exceedingly fertile. Th(,l Gull and Burnt rivers havlt 
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their sources in Minden; upon them are several mill privileges. which will 
soon be required to be put into operation to satisfy the demands of the 
settlers. There is one mill site on Gull river, on lot no. 3, 'in the 3rd con­
cession, having an unbroken fall of 14 feet, and capable of being easily 
applied." 

"A large portion of the township is occupied with lakes, in which 
Salmon Trout are very abundant, and from three to five pounds weight. 
Beaver, Mink, Otter and Martin are very abundant all through this part 
of the country, and Deer are very plentiful. I have counted as many as 
seventeen in a drove." 

" The geological and mineral features of the country are also deserving 
of some notice. The formation is entirely granite, and orops out in a 
north-westerly direction, at right angles to the ridges which define the 
valleys and water-courses, in a north-easterly direction. I have found 
good specimens of galena, which would probably yield from 30 to 50 per 
cent. of lead, and 20 to 30 of sulphur; evidences of copper ore also exist, 
though not abundant." 

The first settler in Minden was Mr. Francis Kent, who located himself 
there in 1858, before the township was surveyed. In 1859, the following 
settlers found their way into that township ;-Messrs. Malachi Campbell, 
William Murray, James Murray, Harry Dawkins, .hmes and Henry 
Burns. 

The first saw mill in the township of Minden was built in 1860, by 1\11'. 
Wm. Gainor, on Beaver creek, on lot 9, con. A. Mr. Richard Smith also 
built a saw mill in 1863. 

The Village of jlfinden.-The village of Minden has the distinction 
of being, in a sense, the pivot around which the more remote of the new 
townships may be said to revolve. It is there that clergymen of the dif­
ferent religious denominations reside, who, by their ministrations, supply 
the spiritual wants of all the adjacent townships. Thither the settlers 
from a large area around flock to mill, market, store, Post Office and Di­
vision Court. So important a place is worthy of all the details which we 
may be able to give. In the editorial columns of the Peterborough ReviclC 

of Qctober, 1860, we find the following memorandum of a vi~it to thi~ 
place, a little more than liix year8 ago;-
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" Gull river, or what to the traveller on the Bobcaygeon road iii recog­
nised as such, is a busy spot. It is the centre for the fine district sur­
rounding it, ahd Mr. Daniel Buck, who keeps a tavern there, has his hands 
full, usually, to entertain his guests. He is making preparations to erect 
a large frame building to be used as an hotel; and hopes to have it up 
this fall. The lot opposite llis place, lot three in Minden, forming the 
corner, bounded on two sides 1;ly the Gull riYer and the Bobcaygeon road, 
has been reserved by the Government, and the settlement of the place is 
50mewhat retarded in consequence of this. A petiti~ll is now in course of 
signature praying the Government to eause it to be. surveyed as a town 
plot, and plated on sale with settlement conditions." 

Mr. Daniel Buck, it will be seen, was the first hotel keeper in l\Iinden. 
He was also the first Postmaster, and the office, first opened in 1860, hav­
ing then only a weekly, is now supplied with a tri-weekly mail. Mr. 
Thomas Young opened the first general store in Minden in 1860, which 
was followed by that of Messrs. George and H. Andrews in the fall of 
1862. To these have since been added the stores of Messrs. Wm. Dumble, 
Andr~ Bell, Francis Mason and James Langton. 

A saw mill, at a falls about a mile aboye the village, was built in ] 861, 
and a frame grist mill at the same place followed in 1862. The first 
mill had one run of stones, was commenced and partially completed by 
Mr .• J. W. Cummings, and then passed into the hands of Mr. Francis 
Moore. 

The Methodist minister who first visited Minden, and the neighboring 
townships, was the Rev .• John A. Dowler, who was stationed at Bobcay­
geon. His successors in the work were the Rev. James ·W. Sloan, Rev. 
Wm. Sheridan, Rcy. Wm. Shortt, :md the Rey. W. II. Schofield. 

The Free Presbyterian chureh also sent missionaries into Minden and 
the neighboring townships at an early period. Among these was the Rev. 
William Clarke, who officiated for two ycars, ClSGC and IBGl.) The 
Rev. Walter 1\1. Roger in 1862. The Re,' .• James l\Ie:~aughton in 1863. 
The Rey. Mr. Reeve in 1864, who resided in ;\linden. Rev .. J. W. Ferris 
in 18G5, and the Rev. J. W. Bell in 18GB. 

The Rev .• John Yicars of the Episcopal ehurch, Lindsay, also minister­
ed to the spiritual wants of the new settlers in Minden and the neighbor­
ing townships, at intervals, for several years.. In 1865, the Rev. Mr. 
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Burt, a clergyman of that church, was located at Halibul'toll, in the town· 
8hip 19f Dy~art, but remo'1'lld duri!lg the same year t19 }Iiuden, where. he ba~ 
since resid:ed. 

The Episcopal Methodists were amollg the ear-liest in occupying thi~ 
new field. The Rev. Mr. Egan was the pioneer of' this church in .Min­
den in 1861. He has been followed hy the Rev. J. B. t:parrow, Re". 
Tobias Myres, Rev. Abraham Maybee, and the Hey. P. L. Sparrow. 
These gentlemen's attentions have not been confined to Minden, but a~ 
well as the clergymen of other denominations, have frecly visited all the 
hack townsllips. In 1862 a Methodist Episcopal ehtil'ch, a log building, 
was erected at Austin's narrows, on Kah~hagawigamog lake. A Wesleyan 
Methodist churcll, also log, was erected in the township in 1863, while the 
"mage of Minden possesses two churches j the first, a Free Presbyterian 
church, a frame building, erected in 1864, and the second, a Wesleyan 
Methodist ehurcll, erected in 1865, also a frame building. This last is 
us~d by the resident clergyman of the Church of England, in the absence 
of any chu.rch edifice of his own: The Bible Christian church was repre· 
~ented at Minden as carly as 1862, of which the Rev. Mr. Browning wns 
the first minister. 

From what has been said of the number of' christian churches repre­
sented at Minden, and the variety of Rev. teachers who during a few brief' 
years have ministercd to the spiritual wants of' that people, it is evident 
that Minden has been highly favored in this respect. Founded in 1860, 
it has had during the six years which have elapsed, no less than nineteen 
religious teac1lCrs representing five christiau churches i-a number and a 
variety con:sidcrablj in advance of' much older localities. 'Vere the term 
not incongruous, as applied to such a subject, we should certainly have 
written Minden clown as a decidedly fast place religiously. 

'fhe first school house in Minden was erected at the village in 1860, of 
which the trustees were Messrs. Daniel Buck, senior, William Beavis and 
T. L. Moore. 1'he :,second school was organized at Peterson's corners 
in 1864. Four others have :since been added throughout the town­
ship, makillg si~ school houses in all, a circumstance which alone speaks 
vohlmes f9r the enterprise and intelligence of 80 young a community. 

The hotel already mentioned is kept by ~Ir. D.lniel Buck, senior, was 
on the Victoria side of the of the Bobcaygeon road, and has since passed 
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~I)n, Dilnicl Buck, junior. The first hotel, adually in )Iindcn, "a::> that 
l'pcndecl by )Ir. Bcnjalllin :",myCl's in 1863. A sccund at some distance 
from the villa"c, j" kept by )lr. William Gt!r\'ai~. 

}t Diyi,ion Court was establi,hed at )Iindcn in Hil5;;, at which His 
Honur R. l\I. Buuchcr, E~q., Judge for thc County, pi·c8idc:-. ~. S. Peck, 
E~(l'; is Clcrk, and Mr. It. C. Garrctt. Bailiff; of the Court. 

William Gainor, Esq., of thc town~hip of )Iinden, i, a Justice of the 
Peace, as is also the Reevc of )Iindcn, and the Reeves of the townships 
adjoining. 

William McKelvey, ESlh who for many years has aetcd as Clerk of the 
municipality of Mindcn, is also a Commissioner of the Queen's Bench and 
Issuer of 3Ian-iagc Licenses. 

The total population of the townships of Minden and Stanhope in 1861, 
was 230. Of thcse 110 were males and 88 females. 

There were from Ireland 49, England 35, Scotland 5, United States 3, 
Upper Canada 136, Lower Canada 1, other countries 1. 

As regards religion, there were (in 1861) Church of England 32, R. 
Catholic 4, W. Methodist 69, Bible Christian 4, Frec Church 4, Church 
of Scotland 14, and Baptists Z. 

The Assessment Roll for 1866, shows the number cof ratepayers for 
that year to be 188, the total value of assessed property $31002, and the 
county rate $114.79. The militia of Minden for 1866, were, 1st class 27, 
2nd class 68, third class 27. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF STANHOPE. 

This township was surveyed by C. R. Stewart, Esq., P. L. S.,in 1860. 
He says of it in his officiall'eport:-

" The laud in this township is more hilly and undulating than ill Min­
den and the soil is generally lighter; north of a chain of lakes previously 
referred to, flowing into. Big Bushkonk, are a series .of hardwood ridges of 
moderate height; the ::loil in the valleys between them is very rich, but on 
them is light and stony; the above wgter chain flOWi through several large 
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cranberry marshes. About 45 pE'r cent. of this township is euitable for 
farming purpose8." 

The first settler in Stanhope was Mr. I$llaC Hunter, who found his way 
into thllt wilderness in 1855, long before the land was surveyed. He was 
foliowed in 1R59 by 1\1r. George A. 1\111son, and in 1860 by Messrs. James 
Mellville llnd Ruel Clarke. In ]861 the following persons became llctual 
settlers :-Messrs. Robert Sturgeon, ,James A. Ferguson, Thomas ~Iason, 
Caleb Dllvis, Samuel Sims, William Welsh aud Benjamin Clark. 

Stanhope can boast of two sllw-mills, the first of which was erected in 
1862, by ~Ir. William Cameron, on the north branch river flowing into 
lake Bushkonk. The second was built by Daniel Buck, senior, on the 
west brllnch flowing into that lake. A third saw mill on the east branch, 
was commenced in 1863, by Mr. Jamcs A_ Fcrguson, but is not yet fully 
completed. 

Stanhopc, :lS yet, has neither store nor grist mill, church or school. A 
Post Office is expected to be opened shortly. Clergymen, from Minden 
and elsewhere, ,isit the township :lud officiate in private houses. It be­
came II separate municipality in 1866, and in that year had the names of 
51 ratepayers on its assessment roll. Its total assessed property for that 
year was $8998, and its county rate $51.82. Its militia was cnrolled :18 

followed, 1st class 17, 2nd class 17, 3rd class 9. 

CANADIAN LAND A:-ID E~IIGRATION CO)fPANY:S LANDS. 

The townships of Dysart, Dudley, Harcourt, Guilford, Hal'burn, Bruton. 
Havelock, Eyre and Clyde, nine townships "en bloc," are the property of 
thc Canadian Land und Emigrat,ion Company, (limited) of J~ondon, Eng­
land,-capital £250,000, sterling. 

In 1861, the comp:1ny agreed to purchase these townships, and olle 
other in the County of Victoria, from the Crown Lands department, on 
whieh they paitl down over $95,000. By the term,~ of the purchase, it was 
agreed that the company were not to pay for land covered by bkes, rive!',' 
or swamps, and that certnin :lllowances were to made for roads, &c. 

An exploratory survey was made by MI'. Gossage, P. L. S., who wa~ 
subsequently entrusted with the i<nrvey and 1mbdidsion of the townships 
into farm iot~ of 100 ncreil e.ach. The original tPrms of the agreement 
wer~, in the opinion of the comp:my, not adhered to by the Government, 
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and a great deal of negotiation took place on tbe 8ubject,-the terms not 
being finally settled until August, 1864. 

By the agreement entered into, (published in the report of the Commis­
sioner of Crown Lands for the hnlf year ending 30th June, 1865,) it 
appears that the area of the ten townships is 403,125 acres, from which the 
Commissioner deducted 41,000 :lCres for area covered by swamps, &c., 
leaving 362,125 acres to be paid for at the rate of 50 cents per acre. The 
ordinary settlement duties arc to be performed on an area of 261,544 
acres, within a period of 15 years from 1st January, 1865. 

Ten per cent. of the purchase money is to be refunded to the company 
for the construction of leading lines of road through their lands, rmbject 
to the inspection of the Superintendent of Colonization roads. 

The purchase of the ten townships was completed in May, 1865, when 
a patent was issued to the company, and a Provincial Act of incorporation 
was subsequently obt:tined. , 

The difficulty of nrriving at. any definite arrangem~nt with the Crown 
Lands department, nnu various other matters for some time retarded the 
operations of the company. Among theRe may be noted the ease of 
"Gossage 1'8. the Company," which excited cOllsidernble interest at thc 
time; the question being the fair interpretation of the following words in 
a contract "average for the yenr 1861 of the acreage cost of the Govern­
ment surveys,"-the various officials of the Crown Lands department giv­
ing three different avcmge rateR. Under these circumstances, the company 
can in fact be only said to have been in active opera.tion for It little over 
two years. 

In September, 1863, the present Secretary, then unconnected with the 
company, made a trip with the Surveyor to the township of Dysart. 
There was at t.hat time no access at all to t.he township from the (Bobcay­
geon ro:td, except through the township of Minden by It portage road or 
rather track of three miles to the foot of lake Kahshagawigamog, (now gen­
erally called Kushog by the settlers) and thence by water. The inhabi­
t:mts numbered about half a dozen settlers, two of whom were old trappers 
who had "squatted" there 1,>efore the company was heard of. In the fall 
and spring, before the ice had thoroughly formed and before it broke up, 
these families were priRoners in the township, dependent for sustenance on 
the company"3 store,-at that time by no means furnished with the luxu­
rieg and comfortJ! of eivilized life. It ill due. however, to the company to 
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state that they assisted some of the early 6ettlers who were unable to 
earn a livelihood, in a most liberal manner and for a considerable time. 
The now rising village of Haliburton, at the head of lake Kushog, existed 
then only to the eye of faith and prophecy, there being but one small 
shanty, minus a roof, in which the gentleman above mentioned In'vo~tacl.'ed 
for a few days. 

The first commen~ement of a road through Dysart was made at that 
date, September, 1863, and was completed in thc summer of 1865 as far as 
Haliburton. It is now open to the Peterson road, from which the company 
are clearing off the brush which 'has grown up since its construction by 
Goverl}ment. Through the joint exertions of the company and the ad­
joining municipalities of Snowdon and Minden, a connecting road has also 
been opened to the Bobcaygeon road, at a point about two miles south of 
the village of Mindeu or Gull river. The Burleigh aud Buckhorn 
roads, when completed, will give more direct access to the company's 
block. 

'rhe character of the country is undulating, studded with beautiful 
lakes of from one to fifteen miles in length, fed by streams containing many 
excellent mill sites. The scenery is everywhere picturesque, and the air 
extremely healthy. The 'Soil is a rich sandy loam, and of its fitness for 
agricultural purposes, a sufficient proof is afforded by a reference to thc 
rcport of the Provincial Exhibition in 1865, held at London, C.W., wherc 
it will be seen that an assortment of farm produce from the settlers in 
Dysart obtained a special prize, ::md the grain was particularly commend­
cd by the Judgcs. The country is also admirably adapted for stock 
raising, and for shecp farming as the clearings increase. The timber 
is principally good hardwood, with sufficient pine for wcal purposes. 

, . 
An excellent grist mill at Haliburton supplies the wants of the commu­

nity, and. there are also a saw mill, store and boarding house, Post Office, 
&c. Lots havc been. granted by the company to the various religious 
denomination~ for the erection thereon of places of worship. Three school 
sections have been formed, and an Agricultural Society has been properly 

organized. 

The first settl('l'~ in Dysart were, Messrs. David Sawyers and Willi~m 
and James Murray, who located there in 1863. During, the followlDg 
year, they were joined by Messrs. John and James R. ErsklOe, - Leeper, 
Richard Thomp~on, Stephen Thompson, George Thompson, .Jame~ Hol-
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land, William Holland, Willett Austin, .John LUGas, William Gainor, 
William Ellstone, and subsequently by others. 

The saw mill, already mentioned, was erected in 1864, as was also the 
school house and church at Haliburton. The grist mill was completed in 
1865, and has one run of stones. 1'hc first trustees of the Haliburton 
school were Messrs .• John Lucas, J. R Erskine and .John Stoddard. One 
other school now exists in Dysart, el'ected in 1866, and taught by Miss 
"\. Giggins, whose sister was teacher of the school at,Haliburton. 

Mr. A. H. Garratt's general store was opened at Haliburton in 1865, 
:1I1d Mr. Samuel Pocket's tavern during the same year. A blacksmith, 
carpenter and other tradesmen also ply their avocations. 

An enterprising settler has recently built a small steamboat, which is 
intended to run from Haliburton to the foot of Lake Kushog, 3 miles 
from Minden, a distance of about 13 miles. 

Dysart has been set off this year in conjunction with three other town­
"hips of the company as a separate municipality, John Lucas, Esq., being 
the first Reeve. 

On the whole, the progress made in this township, so far in the rear of 
our beautiful county, cannot be looked upon as otherwise than encourag­
ing; and the large capital which the company have invested in the land, 
is a sufficient guarantee that they will do all in their power to develope 
settlement, from which alone they can hope to realize any considerable 
llrofit. 

REEVES A:-;D CLERK!'. 

For conciseness of detail, ~~ well as case of reference, the following 
~tatel11ent has been prepared, showing the date of the formation of new 
municipalities in the back country, :md the n:lmes of the Reeves and 
township Clerks whonuve successively or ~evel'ally performed the important 
trusts committed to them on their election or appointment to these offices. 

The municipality first formed, in the bnck country,-as we suppose it 
must still be called,-was composed or the townships of Galway, Snowden 
and Minden, in the County of Peterborougll, and those of Anson and Lllt­
terworth in the County of Victoria, for as yet the two counties had not been 
separ<lted. The municipality :lS thus formed came into official existence 
on the first of' January, 1860, and continued to compri~e the same town­
~hip,; for two years. At the close of 1861, Anson and Lutterworth, beini!: 
on The Victorb ~ide of' the boundary line, withdrew on the §ep9f!ltion of' 
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that COUllty ii'oll! Peterburough, leaving the l1lunicipality fUl'll!cd a~ mell­
tioned be-low. Other withdrawals have gradually been made as new 
townships bccamc po:;::;esscd or a sufficient number of ratcpaycrs to cntitle 
them to a separatc municipal existence of their own; so that in 1867 we 
find five distinct municipal eouncils, with thcir officers and legal powers, 
where six years ago, little saye a wild wilderness, but partially' surveyed, 
existed. tlueh has been the growth and prosperity of these new town­
ships! 

'l',\BULAIt STA'XE31E:'<'l' 

Of Reeves, Clcd.s, and Afunicipalities. composed of the new Towilship", 
from Jan/wry, 1860, to January, 1867. 

Year Townships comprising Reeve. I Township Clerk. 
Municipalities. 

-------------1--------
1860 Galway, Snowden, Minden, 

Anson and Lutterworth. Charles Austin. 
1861 The same................ . ... Thomas Probert. 
1862 Snowden, Minden and 

Stanhope............... .. S. S. Peek. 
1862 Galway....................... Thomas Probert. 
1863 Snowden.................... Robert Ritchie. 
1863 Minden and Stanhopc..... William Gainor. 
1863 Galway ....................... Thomas Probert. 
1864 Snowden ......... : ........... S. S. Peck .. 
1864 Minden, Stanhope anti Dy-

sart ........................ \Vm. Gainor. 
1864 Galway...... ................. Thos. MGGanghey 
1865 Snowden................... S. S. Peek. 
1865 Minden, Stanhope and Dy-

sart ........................ Charles Austin. 
1865 Galway ...................... Thomas Probert. 
1866 Snowden..................... S. S. Peck. 
1866 Minden and Dysart ....... John Lucas. 
1866 Galway ...................... Tholnas Probert. 
1866 Stanhope (1st year) ....... James Mellville. 
1867 Snowden .................... . 
18671 Minden .................... .. 
1867 Galway ..................... . 
1867 Stanhope .................... . 
1867 Dysart, &c. (1st year) .... .. 

I 

Wm, Hartle. 
Will. McKelvey. 

Wm. McKelvey. 
Wm. Leeson. 
Will. McKelvey. 
Wm i\lcKelvey. 
Wm. Leeson, 
Bcnj. Rothwell. 

Wm. McKelvey. 
Wm. Leeson. 
Francis Peck. 

Wm. McKelvey. 
Wm. Leeson. 
Francis Peck. 
Wm. McKelvey. 
Christopher Irwin. 
George J. Rowe. 
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LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

The progre~o of education in the new townships has kept pace with the 
advancemcnt in matcrial progress. In 1866, the schools numbered 14 
in all, and were distributed as follO\vs :-Galway 3, Snowden 4. Minden 5, 

Dysart 2. 

The following Rev. gentlclllcn have succcssively filled the o~ee (If Local 
Superintendent for the severalmunieipalities named :-

Hev. JOllll A. Dowler, ............... Bobeaygeoll. 

Rev. John Vicar~J""""""""" . Lindsay. 
Rev. William Sheridan ............. Bobcaygeon. 
Rev. William Shartt ............... Bobcaygean. 
Rev. F. Burt .... : ................... Minden. 

The last named gen,tlemen at present fills the office. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

THE BURLEIGH ROAD SETTLEMENT. 

The canstructian af the Burleigh Colanization raad was commenced in 
] 860, under the superintendence af the late Mr. Gibson, who. had then 
the supervisian of these raads throughout the Province. 

The plan adopted was to. let the wark af constructing the road in sec­
tions, af cansiderable length, to. cantractars, who were paid an completion 
of the work accarding to agreement. Mr . James vValsh entered into can­
tract far the first 23 miles, and Mr. William Lackey for the next section 
af 20 miles. These were the gentlemen with wham the Government had 
to deal, but they sub-let partians of the distance to. others)' whose names 
are not material to. this narrative. 

The roads constructed in this manner were fill" fram satisfactory or per­
manent, and awing to various causes, the contract system wa's abolished 
an all the Calanization raads, after a trial af a year or two. The plan 
then adopted was to. place some competent persan in charge of the wark, 
who. should employ men by the day, superintend their aperatious, and bi 



responsible to the deplllllmcnt for the result. This. system was commenced 
on the Burleigh road, during the season of 1865, under John Carroll, Eiq., 
whe fllOD;l the be2ioniog of 1864 had been acting as Crown Land Agent 
for this settlement. During the year 1864, the road became utterly im_ 
pas.l!ltble, p_artly from the wearing out of the temporary material med in 
constructing it, but chiefly owing to the destructive fires which swept the 
woods, and burned several of the bridges; thus rendering the position of 
the settlers, who chiefly resided at its further extremity, at once precarious 
and disheartening. 

In the spring of 1865, the work of repairing the road,-it might indeed 
be said of re-constructing it,-was commenced at Bnrleigh bridge, and was 
prosecuted with vigor. The "Burleigh rocks," which fill up the south­
western portion ef the township, are immense boulders of granite, whose 
oval surfaces occupy an area often of half an acre. Over these the ro",d had 
to be carried. This was successfully accomplished by filling the little valleys 
and interstices between them with solid stone, broken on the surface, thus 
forming an even and permanent road-way. The burned bridges were 
replaced by excellent timbers, necessarily brought from a distance, 
and in this way, 24 miles were not only rendered passable, bnt converted 
into an excelient road during 1865. Up to November, 1866, cleven miles 
more werc finished, of which eight had been cut out and partially made 
under the old system, while three were entirely new. It is under­
stood that this road will be continued as far as Peterson's line, and if it is 
to be as really useful as it is expected to be, this should be the case; 
for its first twenty miles have to be passed over before land of average 
quality is reached, or the prospects of a settlement fairly appear; so 
that the lands best fitted for settlement will be found towards its further 

extremity. 
The entire back country is of the Laurentian or granite formation, 

which passes under Stoney lake, and forms its numerous islets. Occasion­
al ridges of limestone, however, are found; and the land, so far as tested 
by practical experience, has proved itself capable of yielding abundant 

crops. 
We pass now to a brief notice of the several townships along the road, 

commenoing with 

28 
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THE TOWNSHIP OF BURLEIGH. 

This tawnship was surveyed as early as 1834, and was re-surveyed in 
1864-5 by J. W. Fitzgerald, Esq., P. L. S. The "Burleigh rocks" before 
referred to, were long a barrier to settlement, and would doubtless remain 
so still, were it not for the road which now enables them to be passed over 
with comparative easc. 

The first settler who ventured beyond these rocky impediments, and 
located himself in the eastern side of Burleigh, was Mr. Giles Stone. 
This was in the year 1861; and now, in 1866, the Assessment roll for Bur­
leigh shows, ratepayers to the number of forty-six in that township alone. 
A number of ~ettlers found their way there in 1862-3, and we proceed to 
give the namcs of these pioneers, as in the older townships. They were 
Messrs. James Goulbourn, Peter Phelan, Alexander Brown, Atwood 
Brooks, William Clifford, Edward Sanderson, William Spencer, - Myers, 
Isaac Meers, Christopher White, Ephraim Burt, John McConnell, Charles 
Burt and John Coon. 

There is onc tavcrn in Burleigh-that kept by Mr. Petel' Phelan. The 
first Post Office was opened in 1864, under the name of "Burleigh," of 
which James Goulbourn, Esq., is Postmaster. The second in 1866, called 
after the member for the county, "Haultain," of which Mr. Giles Stone, 
the first settler, is Postmuster. Two school houses were erected in Bur­
leigh during 1866, one near Mr. Giles Stone's, the other near Mr. 
Burt's. Both of them ari hewed logs, and well adapted for the purposes 
intended. 

The first saw mill was erected in Burleigh by James Goulbourn, Esq., 
on Eel's creek, in 1863, and a second during the following year on the same 
stream, by Charles J. Vizard, Esq., a gentlemun who has contribut~d much 
to the success of the settlement by furnishing employment to the settlers, 
for which they were promptly paid in cash, at a time when they had few 
other resources upon which to depend. During 1866, a small grist mill 
wits erected by Mr. Goulbourn, and is now in operation. 

Until the present time, Burleigh has been the senior municipality, hav­
ing the greater number of ratepayers, and it and the adjoining townships 
have been associated together as one municipality. The rapid increase 
of settlers, however, will speedily give rise to two or more corporations, 
amid wliich Chandos promises to take the lead, as having now the largest 
population . 
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The chief difficulties with which the early settlers had to contend, were 
owing to the distance which their supplies had to be transported, and the 
absence of proper facilities for doing so. The summer of 1864 proved 
especially trying. The unusual drought affected their harvests, while the 
destruction of the bridges on the road by fire, and the practical closing up 
of their thoroughfare, bad as it was, greatly dishoartened the settlers. The 
destructive fires s~ept away the fruits of' the industry of some, while the 
non-payment of wages by a sub-contractor disappointed the hopes of others; 
and all these causes together, pressed severely upon the infant settlement. 
The difficulties of the position were greater than even during the first 
year, for there were morc mouths to fill, with dilllini8he~ facilities for pro­
curing the necessary supplies. Three days werc usually required for the 
transport of these from Peterborough. The first stage was by a hired 
team to Young's. Here a canoe or boat was engaged, which when laden 
was paddled up Clear and Stony lakes to Julien's landing, and from this 
point, partly by ox teams, but oftener on their shoulders, the hard earned 
necessaries were carried some miles further, through a bush with barely 
the semblance of a road. 

Fortunately, this state of things was 110t of long continuance. The 
expenditure of money on the road in 1865; the re-opening of their 
thoroughfare; and the excellent crops of that season, restored confidence 
and hope, and with these the settlement has continued to progress. 

Burleigh was for several years attached to Dummer for municipal pur­
poses. The separation took place on the 1st day of January, 1865; and 
James Goulbourn, Esq., was returned as first Reeve, ana took his seat in 
the County Council for that ycar. In 1866, John Carroll, Esq., Crown 
Land Agent, was chosen Reeve, and ably fulfilled the duties of that 

position. 

A diffi~mlty exists betwcen this township and the county in reference to 
the re-payment of moneys expended by the County Council in the recent 
l'e-survey of the township, to which further refcrence need not be made 
here; and which, it is hoped, will ere long admit of a solution at once 
just to tHe county and satisfactory to the ratepayers of Burleigh. 
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THE TOWNSHIP OF ANSllRUTHBlt. 

The township of Anstruther lies immetliately in 'thereat· of Burleigh; 
the Colonization road passing through its south-east corner before entering 
the township of Chandos, which bounds it on the east. Anstruther was 
surveyed in 1859-60 by Geo. A. Stewart, Esq., P. L. S. 

Among the earliest settlers of this township were Messrs. Thomas 
Stewart, Patrick Breen, William Wilson and sons, Edward S. Hall, D. R. 
Castidy, Charles J. Vizard, Captain Ly~ch Blo~s, Dr. Clegg, Caleb 
Lousley, John Steen, Philip Lousley, and Jdhn YOllng, most of whom 
found their way there in 1862. 

Mr. D. R. Castidy and Mr. Philip Lousley now keep store in Anstrii­
ther. Mr. Edward S, Hall has charge of the "Apsley" Post Office­
opened in 1865, of which Mr. Charles J. Vizard was first Postmaster. 

Two Union School sections have been formed between Anstrutherand 
Chandos, in one of which a substantial log school house was erected in 
1866, at a cost of about $150. In the other, which is situated north of 
the Chandos Post Office, an unoccupied dwelling house erected by a settler, 
is temporarily used for this purpose; a school haviRg been opened there 
by Miss Sheehan in August, 1866. 

A small Wesleyan church was erected in Anstru-ther during the same year, 
(1866) which is intended for use by the entire settlement. As yet the 
Rev. Mr. Sheridan and the Rev. Mr. Gander, of the Methodist church, 
are the only ministers of any denomination who have conducted religious 
services in this settlement. 

Anstruther has two taverns, kept respectively by Mr. Thomas Stewart, 
and Mr. E. S. Hall. 

The remarks made in reference to the difficulties and trials of settle­
ment, in connection with Burleigh, apply equally to Anstruther, and also 
the next township, vi7J ;-

THE TOWNSHIP OF OHANDOS. 

This township has made the most rapid progress of any in the settle­
ment. First settled in 1862, the names of fifty-seven ratepayers appear 
on the residept roll for 1866. 

Among the first settlers were Messrs. Henry J. Maxwell, Samuel Edgar, 
Cornelius Maher, James Young, Billings Kilburn, Michael O'Brien, 
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Patrick, Jamos, Mauriac, John and Daniel O'Brien; Patrick Horan, 
Johu, Robert.ilnd William Horan, William Morrison, ~ohn Finarty and 
Patrick Finarty. 

Most of the settler~ named in this and ,the other townships were men of 
families. The first child born in Chandos was a son of Mr. Billings 
Kilburn, in 1'863. ·Mr. Maxwell, besides his farm, has a general store, 
and is also Postmaster of the "Chandos" office. 

As already stated, this and the neighboring townships are all united for 
municipal purposes, but ere long, Chandos will be erected into a separate 
·municipality. 

Both this and the adjoining townships are rich in iron, marble and 
other valuable deposits, which only await labor and enterprise to turn to 
'profitable account, and greatly to conduce not only to the wealth and 
population of these new settlements, but to the general resources and pros­
perity of the Province. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF CARDIFF. 

During 1862, the following settlers found their way into Cardiff,-a 
pantly surveyed township in the rear of Chandos :-1\1:essr8. Wheeler Arm­

. strong, George ,Patterson and J osephDunlop. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

THE INDIAN TRIBES. 

There are in the County of Peterborough the remnant of two bands of 
Indians, both being of the Massasangua tribe; the one residing on the 
northern shore of Rice lake, and the other on a projection of the township 
of Smith, which is prominently visible in the upper part of Chemong or 

Mlid.Jake. 

In the year 1818, the Indians of these two bands, surrendered to the 
G(W'ernmen t 1,95110.00. acres ofland in the then Newoastle District; in return 
,for .whKili !they receive an annuity of $2960., being from $9 to $10. per 

'head of, their .whole population. 
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The New England Company, at an early period, interested itself in the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of the Indians; and have done much towards 
the amelioration of their condition, irrespective of creed or locality. Their 
agent is invariably a clergyman of some christian denomination. The 
Rev. IVIr. Scott at first acted in this capacity to thc Indians of this county, 
and on his death, in 1837, the Rev. John Gilmour was appointed by the 
company to this charge. Although both of these bands have adopted the 
Methodist form of belief, and arc usually supplied by ministers of that 
church, the Rev. :Mr. Gil~our continues to visit each village alternately, 
preaching at Rice lake once in four weeks, and at Chemong lake once in 
two weeks. This is done by means of an interpreter-Mr. James McCue, 
-who resides at Rice lake. 

It is remarkable of both these bands that their natural increase is bare­
ly sufficient to make good the losses by death; so that their numbers main­
tain an uniformity which could hardly be predicated of any other people 
under like circumstances. 

Rice Lake Indians.-According to official returns, published a few 
years ago, the Rice lake Indians occupy 1550 acres of land, of which 1120 
were granted in 1834 "to Trustees for the benefit of the Indian tribes of 
the Province, and with a view to their conver&ion and civilization." These 
trustees are, His Lordship, Bishop Bethune, the Rev. John Gilmour, Capt. 
Charles Rubidge, R. N., and Robert Dennistoun, Esq. The Rev. Mark 
Burnham has just been chosen successor to one of their number, who re­
sides at Kingston. 

The Rice lake Indians subsequently purchased 430 acres of land; and 
20C more in Otonabee are held in trust for the joint benefit of the Rice 
lake and Mud lake Indians. 

Their village, to which the name of Hiawatha. has been given, is pleas­
antly situated on the northern shore of Rice lake; adjacent to the Cobourg 
and Peterborough railway, which passes through a portion of their prop­
erty. Their land is of excellent quality, and well adapted for agricultural 
pursuits. 

The number of thc Rice lake Indians, a few ycars ago, was in all 145. 
Of late they have slightly diminished. Their village contains 26 houses, 
mostly of logs, and 13 out-houses. There is a framc church, in which a 
resident Methodist minister regularly preaches, through the interpreter 
already mentioned. An effort is now being made to erect a neat brick 
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church, which is likely to prove successful. There are also It school house 
and a school teacher's residence. The Methodist body largely supports 
this school, which is under the Common School system. Its attend­
ance averages about twenty, a considerable number of which are whites., 

Of late years the New England Company has offered premiums for 
the best crops, and garden vegetables. In 1866, $38.75 were distributed 
in this way as an encouragement to industry. 

Hiawatha has a Post Office of the same name, and alao a small general 
store. 

The Ghemong Lake Indians.-This band occupies a tract of 1600 
acres, on a peninsula of the township of Smith. It is deeded to the New 
England Company, in fee simple, in trust, for the benefit of the Indians. 
About 200 acres are cleared. This was done by the company, who in 
former years attempted to farm it. This system has been discontinued, 
and the land is now divided into little plots for the use and occupation of 
each family separately. 

During the last thirty years, they have increased about two per cent; 
and in 1865 their entire population was 140. They have now 14 or 15 
houses. Their soil is less fertile than that of the Rice lake Indians; and 
they cultivate it but sparingly, finding their chief occupation in hunting 
and fishing. They shew but little disposition to imitate the husbandry 
and thrift of the whites, and even that useful animal, the cow, is compara­
tively rare among them. The Chemong lake Indians have a good church, 
a frame building, on a stone foundation, and besides the regular ministra­
tions of the Rev. Mr. Gilmonr, they are visited periodically by the resident 
Methodist minister at Lakefield. They have a day school, with an average 
of about 20 pupils, to which is attached a boarding house, in which about 
ten young Indians, male and femalc, of from 8 to 14 years of age, are fed, 
clothed and taught. A few of these are from the Rice lake band. From 
1838 until 1843, their school was conducted by .James Edwards, Esq., 
our prescnt Town Clerk; and during the last 16 or 17 years, it has been 
under the able superintendence of Mr. and 1\'[rs. Schofield. 

A smnli farm is carried on in connection with the school, on which 
enough is raised materially to aid in its maintenance, and to feed 45 
Ilhcep and a few cows; which in their turn prove sources of profit to their 

owncrB. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

PETERBOROUGH VOLUNTEER FORCE. 

THE ROLL OF HONOR! 

The following are the names of the officers and privates of the several 
companies of Peterborough Volunteers, who rushed to arms in June, 1866, 
for the defence of the Province against Fenian invasion :-

l'ETERBOROUGH RIFLE COMPANY. 

Captain Edwin Poole,* Lieutenant H. C. Rogers,* Ensign Theo­
dore B. Clementi,* Color-Sergeant William Johnson,* Sergeants William 
Logan, J. 1. Davidson*, Thomas Burke*, Corporal Edward Cookson,* 
George Stevenson, Erasmus Green,* BlI1Jler Edward Green, 

Privates David Arnott, Henry Anderson, Douglass G. Bell, David 
Breeze, William Clifford, John Craig, Richard P. Coek, Geerge Hazle­
Hurst, Robert Donnelly*, Henry Eastland, George Fisher, John Green, 
Peter Gifford, A. G. Gilbert, John Irwin, George Kingdon, Hiram Lith. 
gow, George H. May, John Madden, Hugh McMann, John McMillan, 
Henry McNeil, John McWilliams, Samuel Mont.gomery, James Roseboro, 
Thomas C. Nicholls, William F. Orde, John Roche, John Montgomery, 
Thomas Rutherford, John Sawers, Robert J. Stutt, Alfred Schofield, Goo. 
Stenton, Edward Tully, Robert Thompson, Egerton Walton, William 
English, David English, F. H. Knapp, Samuel Montgemery, H. Nesbett, 
D. McFarlane. • 

PETERBOROUGH INFANTRY COMPANY NO. 1. 

Capta-in John Kennedy*, Lieutenant William N. Kennedy*, Ens¥JJn 
John 'V. Kennedy,* Color-Sergeant Alexander Morrow, Sergeants Wil­
liam McDonnell, James C. Kennedy, and John W. Bell. Corporals 
Joseph Graham, Ezekiel James Nesbett, Williu!Il Langford, Charles H. 
Sweeting. Lance Corporals George B. Perry, William E. James, John 
W. Miller, HalTY Rush, John McIntyre. Bugle?' Harry Philp. 

* Promoted, temporarily, during active service. 
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Privato; John Alexander, William .\nthony, William }'. Al·ll1,.,tll'U~, 

John Annstrong, Peter Arnott, J alll!'3 H. Albro, Robert B03weU, 
John E. Barnes, James Brickly, Orlando Ularkc, George Cronll, Lewi.­
De Finney, Edward B. Edwards, 'l'homas Fi~h(~r, TIobert FergusoD, 
William E. Geegao, Henry 'C. Gleeson, Samuel (;las8, Henry Glover, 
Isa<'tc Hodge, William Hodge, Matthew Johnston, ha~lC: Kennedy, Patrick 
Kennedy, Daws-on Kennedy, John Kiley, John King, D'lYid 1... Law':, 
Alfred Law, 'Vm. J~armer, William Lundy, John l\htchett, Montgomery 
Neithercut, John NOt·tOll, Richard PUT;';cr, Geo. B. Palmer, .Tohn Rush*, -
~'rank. Itichy, lliohard Sandcrsoll, William 8collie, Joseph Schofield, 
W~llia1l1 Stcnn,: FrancIs 'Yarc, Egertoll \Vhitfield, Johu Winterbottom, 
Daniel Perry, Lewi" Young, Thomas McCauley, Newcombe Loud;;., 
Fred. 3Iitchcll, Jo~cph H. Kenncdy*, (Military 8cl1001.) Drill InstrnetOl·. 

I:: Promotcd, kmpot">ll'ily, during aetiv(' :s('n-ic('. 

This Company 'faa called to the front ill March, 1866, >It which time' 
Major RD. Rogers was Captain, H. '1'. Strickland, Lieut.enant, and ~f. Z. 
Rogers, Ensil:,'ll. Major Rogers and J,icutenant Strickland having ;"oon 
after resigned, t.he scyer:tl commissions wr1'[' held as follows at the l)erioti 

Qf active seryiee ill June, 1B66 :-

Capta'in .J. Z. Rogers, Act'i?lg-LiruffJlIIJlf R. Z. Hoger.;, r:,,~i'Jll ·John 
Burnham, (since promoted to be Lieutenant. Sager))}!" C. ·W. Gage, 
'fhomas Armstrong, ·William S. Deacon, Charles Philp, George l~rown. 
Corporals Walter Ainsley, J-ohn Gow, Evans .T. Hair. 

Privates James Armstrong, William Armstrong, John C. Bakel',lh,id 
Brownlee, James Baxter, David Brown, Thomas Brown, ·William Bab· 
cock*, Thomas Cathcart, Robert Campbell, Duncan CampbelJ, Thoma::' 
Crawford, J. D_ Collius, Jas. Clegg, C. S. Dudmau>':, (now Ensign) Th08. 
Douglass, William Douglass, .Tesse Grey, Robert Uraham, Edward H. 
Gahan, John Haggart, Robert W. Hall, .James Hair, Job Humphries, 
James Johnston, Philip Jackson, John Kempt, Irwin King, Charles 
Kirby, Joseph Kirby, John Law, Peter Laundel'yillc, William J,11ca5. 
Richard Lean, John Lynn, .John ::,\lowl'Y, John ;.\1 iddlcton , Will. 13. ~. 

* Since promoted. 
29 
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)[ettlli:F. 'William 3IcCl'c;,:0l', ~r., William j)IcGregor, Jr., Dayid :~\IcKin­
rey, Tholll'l, 3IcQuoi, 3Iatthew }IcCuc, Thomas Patterson, Harry Rich­
:11'd-;,)1, Cb,. Itubidgc, Fred. Rubidge':<, R. 31. Shephard, Geo. Stetham, 
:-:idn-:y ~mith, Jr., David Scott, James Tighe, .Joseph Valoisc, Robert 
Wright, William Whitla, Stewart Wright. 

::: !-'inct' promoted. 

LAKEFIELD LSFANTRY CO){PA.NY. 

Cuptuili Edward Leigh, Lieutcnarrt Charles Bowker, EI1~ign George 
~htppee, Assistant-Sul'gtOn Alexander Bell, lIo~'Pital Sergeant George 
ShdIield. Sergeants William Sharpe, Alexander Tharp, David Rae, 
Henry )Jello1'. Corporals John Todd, Samuel Jamieson, Thomas 
Gordon, J'):'c-ph Ball. 

Privato' Frank Bowkcr, Cha:>. Bayley, George Bolton, 'William Brum· 
mel, Robert Cassidy, .John Carveth, .John Crawford, Alexander Fairbairn, 
_\lbel't Frost, .John Fitzgcr:tld, Alexander Fitzgerald, Edward Fitzgerald, 
I::aac Garbutt, Thomas Hill, David Hillman, Edward Hunter, William 
Hunter, John Jeffry, _\.dam Knox, William Leonard, David Lynn, Wil­
liam ~raiden8, David Mann, Charles Portsmouth, Mark Porter, George 
POttlC8, George Ray, William Sage, John Stewart, Thomas Wallace, W. 
\Vallacc, ,John Watson, Augustus Wiggin, Andrew Wilson, Edw:hrd 
Witkins, John Staplcs. 

OTHER VOLU~'"TEER COlYIPANIE~. 

The following are the names of officers and privates of other Y oluute"r 
Companies in the Town and County, organized since Junc, 1866, who 
have not yet been called to active service; but who, 011 an emergency, 
would no doubt exhibit the same aJacrity to meet the foc, and the same 
h€roi~m at the post of danger, which characterized the officers and rf,~\l 
of the Companies already enumerated;-

PETERBOROUGH INFANTRY CO)fPANY No.2. 

Captain, The Hon. Sidney Smith, Lieutenant Jacob Green, .M.' D., 
Ensig" Henry H. Smith, M. S., Color-Sel'geant Alfred Leach, Sergeants 
Sidney Smith, .Jr., Hugh D. Stoddart, William J. Green. Corporals 
Wesley ~Iorrow, Alex. Gillespie, Christopher Armstrong, John Patterson. 
Bugl,".,. Benjamin J. Green, Jr. 
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Prira!I',< John .\. \\'. Hatton, James Haggart, \Villialll Blatchforc1, 
~Tohn Campbell, Robert Craig', Thomas Tremaine, William Campbell, J,,,,. 
Fox, .John C4!lmerie, \Vrn. Green, Wm. Taylor, James Kinmouth, Job\ 
Kinmouth, Jame:.~ Lang', James L. Hughes, Thomas Tate, Wm. C. Holy. 
well, Porterfield Wareham, Fredk. 3eobe11, Robert Lee, Gordon Wright, 
Walter Beal, George Cairnes, Thomas }[cKee, G·eorge }IcComb, Richard 
Reid, .James Graham, Joseph Graham, Samuel Seens, James Johnston, 
Daniel 3[illikell, James McComb, John Kent, Edward Eastl:md, Thoma;, 
.simp.~on, Thomas Oakley, Robert Wilson, Isaac Nurse, .John Smith, 
Roocrt, Reid, Benjamin White, \Vm. Chamber8, Charl('~ L. Coulter, Pdn 
Lond'~l·villc·. -'-'" 

~()nWOOD J:-\L\:\THY CU~IP.\;o.;y. 

('apla;1I Robert \Vigmore''', Lil~/lt"ll((n! Thomas ~I. Gnwcr, Ensigll H. 
~htthew Vars. Color./'"II'{·geant Thomas F. Rig!;" SO'gClLIlt3 Th05. H. 
Dewart, R. H. McGill, COl'pl)l'((l.o; A. ::'01 orrison, Tl{omas P. Pearce, ]1.-'1. , 
Nicoll. Bugler Thomas FraseI'. 

Privates Robt. Adams, \V. Andrews .. J. An!lrews, J. Bannon, F. BatK· 
~·Jn, C. Buck, James Calder! - Comstock, John Cunningham, Alexander 
Postel', Wm. Glynn, John Harpel', Jr., - Hewson, James Hig'gins, John 
Higgins, - Humphries, \Vm. Hutcheson, - .Jakes, - Lynn, Bristow 
Moffat, Jr., .John 31urr<lY, Robt. McCasky, - nlcFadden, Jas. McLaugh~ 
lan, R. H. }IeLaughlan, Duncau ~lcLaughlan, John McPherson, - Nicoll, 
Edward Patterson, Alexander Patterson, - Perie, .James Hac, .Je,'".': 
Robert~on, John Scott, C. Smith, W. Seabrooks, E. Southworth, Mat· 
thew Switzer, - Wassell, A. \Vigmore, S. Wigmore, William Williams.-Jo, 
DaviJ Fitzpatrick, .J. W. Pearce, - Bannon, William n-IcCasky. 

'J' Sincc deceased, and Lieutenant Groyer promoted to be Captain. 

HASTINGS INFANTRY COMPANY. 

Cap/m',! Hemy Fowlds, LiulfcwUlt Henry H. Humphries, Ensign 

Robert Huston. 

Private"" Wm. McConnell, J. A. Howard, J. C. Brown, Joseph A. FiL), 
H. B. ~lorton, Henry Bently, J olln Mason, Thos. Learmoutll, Daniel Bu:+'. 
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h~L~~' ThollJs, ;r. C. Fr;1.';or, Hugh Collins, James Campbell, W. J'. Hitrliso!L 
M. C. Clarke, 1-4. J. Kemp, Thomas j)lcKcc, S, D. Griffis, 1)1. R.Elmhirst, 
Harry Morton, Andrew Collins, Thomas "I\,. Carr, ,T. E. Hilton, Thomas­
M dlill en , Paul Huff, Willet C. Potter, George W. Bush, John Sheari'; 
John O'Hcgan, A. :'1. Cuite, H, l'{, West, Cornelius Huyeke, John Pitt, 
Wm. M. Boyd, A. Flemming, John Brick, S. We~t, William Hill, Tho~. 
}~. Lobb, Thos. Gilchrist, Warner Lobb, Geo. Green, W m. Ferry, Henty 
Clarke, Reuben Wannamaker, Rosh W. Harrison, Daniel Tierney, N. D. 
Robertson, ,fohn Lobb, .John Brakcnridgc, David Anderson, ·John Teviot-
rlal.,. (Trton Hill. Carleton Clifford, Rich:lrd Stewart. . 

";Pltl:'iUV 11,1.1': I :O'AWl'l:¥ (cO;'.!PA'" L 

('''pi-aill .1QhlllJUlldl~S, Lif·"tf'II"'" Allan Cathcart, Bu.\i!!11 '''If!. ::'If,3 :amm, 
Sergeants 'Villiam Mdndoo, Samuel Graydon, Edward Archer, Corpora/Is 

Hugh B. Mchany, D41yid Walsh, John 'V. Seany. EnglfOr Cornelius Mahony. 

Pril'ates John Armstl'ong, Robert Allister, <Tame,; Atchinson, David At· 
ehiuson, William Bennet, Franci~ Beavis, William Bone, Richard Coe, Adam 
Douglas, Robert Dunlop, Thomas Dunlop, ])avid Dewart, Jame~ Ea~twood, 
William Fisher, Valentine Fail', Jame~ Ferguson, Edward Gent, Andrew 
Goodfellow, William Goodfellow, James Howden, John Howden, Robert 
Hllston, William Lytle, Thoma!' Lytle, John Little, James Mahony, Hugh 
Mehan)" William McNeil, James McCamus, Moses McCmnus, Wm. McBain, 
Charles McCall, Robert McBrien, Richard McBrien, George Muncricf, John 
Pake, William Patterson, JolUl Smyth, Edward Shields, John Shields, Wm, 
Trott{'r, George Trotter, Edward Taylor, David Wl;ight., John Wright. Tho~. 
Wright, Artht\l' ¥lhite, Thoma,; Whitfield, 



MONTREAL HOUS.E 
PETERBOROUGH. 

CONSTANTLY RECEIYI:'(3 LAR(jE _-h':,i~URT~1ENT~ UF 

STAPLE AND FANCY DRY GOODS, 
• purchased in till' t""t fIlrrrk<:t,_ and sold at 

'1'HE 'LOWEST IJOSSIBLE ADVANCE. 
--0--

PLEASE CALL 6: EXAMINE THE STOCK 
Bifm't, pU1'chasing elsewhere. 

----0---
~AL~'-

RE.ADY-MADE· CLO'rHING-
r~ GREAT Y ARIETY _LxI> AT 

VERY LOW PRICES. 
--0--

~ WORI( WARRANTED GOOD. 
An Experienced Tailor always on the Premises. 
\.. ' 

J;< THE 

BEST STYLE AND ON THE SHOR'rEST NOTICE. 
--0--

.iV. B.-Agent f(yrWanzer's Celebrated' ,Sewing :JtIachines. 

HEiUEIUBER THE PI"U;E,-

Montreal Bouse; Peterborough. 
Jam.;ary, 1867 



JAMES BEST, 
KeelJ~ ,'ofJ~tant1y on halid 

A LARGE AND WELL ASSOR'I1ED STOCK 
OF 

Staple &: Fancy Dry Goods~ 
!Iud invites the Publjc to 

CALL AND EXAMINE FIO& THIMSILVIS 
before pllI'chft.sing .,bewhcl'<'. Hi" 

STOCK OF GROCERIES 
1:-; .\1.:'.(} 

\J ., 
VEJRY CO~.IPI_~Er.rE. 

All of whieh win be "old iJ,t 

--,-----

1)8l'ticulol' aUenlion giV{'u to the selection of 'l'EAS. 
, I " 

One .Door South ~l ,7ajfl~es Stevenson's, 

GEORGE ;-.ITREET, 

,J~)1li~l'J, 1~67. 



1\11. MILLAR, 
WHOLESALE & RETAIL 

HARDWARE 1\{ERCHAN rr, 
Offers for Sal~, on the. BEST TERMS and LOWEST PRICES, 

,a large ~nd varied assortment of ' 

HEAVY AND ~HE1F, HARDWARlt 
IRON AND STEEL. 

~ Tools of every description. 
Paints, Oils, Glass and Putty, Builders' Hardware, &c., to which he would 

invite the attention of Farmers and the public gendrally, " 

, RE~lEl\[BER THE PLACE: 
!)IGN OF TilE 

GQlden Anvil. 
George S.treet, Peterboro'. 

JOlIN DOI-IARTY, 
(Late Dohal't,l) If, HUllluiI,) 

Carriage and Waggon Factory, 
Ai~D GENERAl, 

Q)~~~~~U1l011rn~It~ @!~~~~Qlf1~~al~j~l1 ~ 

HORSE SHOEING, REPAIRING, &c. 
DONE ON THE 8IWRTE8T NOTICE, 

At O'Brien's Old Stand, Hunter Street, 
PE'l'ERBOROFGH. 

~ A Large Number of Wagg0I1:~, Carriages, Buggies, Sleighs, Cutters, 
Harrows, &c., of the Best Material and Workmanship, always 

on h and and SOLD CHEAP FOR CASH. 
30 



DEALER IN 

. 

Fancy &: Staple Dry Goods,· 
Both FOREIGN and DOMESTIC, 

&c., &c. ALSO, 

Choice Family Teas, Sugars, &c. 
1Jfi8" Buyers will fllld at all times in tIlls Establishment GOOD VALUE 

for their MONEY. 

The STOCK LARGE alld PRICES are LOW. 

Janull'ry, 1867. 

W. CLUXTON, 

George Street, Peterborough. , 



'Groceries and Provisions! 
.JOHN M OLO~'~N E Y 

Is still holding out at his OLD STAND, 

No.3, Burnham's Block, George Street, 
Where will be found the usual Choice assortment of 

T,eas, Sugars, Coffees & General Groceries 
Also, a First Rate Supply of 

~ COUNTRY PRODUCE taken in Exchange for Goods, and the 
Highest Market Price allowed. 

PATRICK GALVIN, 

Carriage and Waggon Factory, 
AND 

GENERAL" BLACKSMITHING. 
;~.::::~ 

I&Eil.l.S. \1'/4.11i1i1 
- . 

Carts, Barrows, Harrows, &c., &c., constantly 011 

hand, and made to order. 

Only Superior Workmen Employed, 
And the BEST MATERIAL USED. 

JI@"'" All work Warranted. Horse-shoeing and re,pairing done to order, 
and in all cases promptly attended to. ,Remember the place: Hunter 
Street, two doors west of J: Doharty's Stand, Peterboro'. 

,Peterboro', January 1st, 1866. PATRICK GALVIN. 
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w. G. THOMSON &C()o 

MIllinery and Dry Goods! 
IMPORTERS and Wholesale and Retail dealere. in 13u:t-.TNETS, HATS, 

FLOWER'3, 

[1 ~U 11[t2:r.3~, ~~j~ fll~l~l~~~~ ~[3lJ ~~o)~~~ 
FIRST CLASS 

DIiIlineryand Mantle Rooms! 
Connected with the Establishment, 

• GEORGE STREE'T, PETERBORO'. 

JOHN McCLELLAND, 
(SUCCESSOR TO T. BROWN, ) 

Watch Maker, Jeweler ~c. 
Stevenson's Blocle, George Street, ;I?eterborough. 

Begs to intimate to the Public of Peterborough, that he keeps c,onstantly on 
hand, a Choice Assortment of ., ' 

I&OmEls W1AliIlBAu ImWlBlLJiY 
FAN C Y GOO D S, &c., &c. 

~ Intending Purchasers will do well to EXAmine his Stock befors 
purchasing elsewhere. 



(ls@>mett T~$a~l;rt; 
Furnit\lre, Cabinet "'tV are and Upholstery. 

~uperior Bed Room Sots, Parlour Furniture &0. ,CHAIRS in 
. great varioty, BookCases, Side Boards, 

~ BUREAUS, TABLES, MATRASSES, 
Looking Glasses, Gilt Mouldings, &e. 

Petorborq', Jan. 2nd, 1867. GEORGE TA..~NER. .. 

I. ROBINSON' & Co. 
lavite attention to their Large Stock' of 

DRY GOODS,. GROCERlES, 
READY 'MADE CLOT RING, 

-:-ALSO,~ 

CLOTHING MADE TO ORDER 
In the New\'lst Style and Best Manner. 

T. DONNELLY. 
HARNE~~ IN GREAT VARIKTYy 

TRUNKS,VALISES, BAGS, 
SATCHELS, WHIPS, &c. 

~ Collars "W" arranted 
A splendid Stock, twrivalled in Cheapness. 

Peterboro', .Jan. 2nd, 1867. THOS. DO}''NELLY. 



General Groceries, Dry Goods, 
AND 

'5i!~56l!A~Tt_~b\1~~ ~m,_\f~~~~~A_ 
~~y ___ ~ ~~~~ ~~~~-_~Q~~c 

M. MOL,'ONEY, 
Would invite his numerous Cu&tomers in Town and Country, to examine 
his Stock of DRY GOODS, GROCERIES and READY-MADE ttOTHING, 
Selected from the Best and Cheapest Markets, which he offers for sale on as 

Good Terms as any.other Establishment in Peterborough. 

A~ sa~~~'~~C~8 CUTT$~ 
Kept on the Premises, and a Perfect Fit Guaranteed" for all Clothing 

Made 'to Order. 
~ REMEMBER. THE PLACE: George Street, Peterboro', immediately 

opposite Stevenson's Stove and Tin Shop. 
January, 1867. M. MOLONEY. 

SAMUEL 
BOOT' AND 

SHOE MAKER, 
Mrs. Dixon's New Block, Srd dom' South ofJas. Stevenson's shop 

GEORGE STREET, PETERBOROUCH, 

Has always on hand a large and varied stock, expressly manufactured for 

this market? under his own inspection\, 

LADIES' WORK FOR ALL SEASONS 
AND MADE OF THE BEST MATERIAL., 



HELM'S 
Foundry &: Machine Shop. 

The subscriber begs to intimate to his customers, that he is still at the 

OLD STAND, SIMCOE ST. 
SOLE MAKER OF 

Hill's Celebrated Steel PlougllS, 
The Patentllf'or which be has secured for the County, He is now prepared 

to make to order 

STEAM ENGINES AND BOILERS, 
O,'1s1. alld Saw mill .HJ.acl,'inery, 

OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS, 

All kinds ofCnsting., that are usually foundin a FIRST·CLASS ESTABLISH· 
MENT kept constantly on hand. 

Brass Uastiligs of all descriptions matte to order. 
All kinds of 

REPAIRING PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO. 
Pottel'lIsiu. gl'neml use fnmished Free of Ohm'ge. 

WILLIAM HELM, 
Simcoe Street, Peterborough, 



WILLIAM BELL, 
(Licentiate of Apothecaries' Hall, ~ondon, England,) 

CHEMIST and DRUGGIST, 
George Street, 2 dools .1Yol'fh of .,)[,. Clu:cto1/'s, Peterboro, 

Genuine Drugs, Chemicals, Patent Medicines, Dye Stuffs, 
I-'pr'tllrnp,'\·. Hair, l\nil and Tooth Bru:shes, Fancy Soaps, &c. 
Penllsylv[!'llia Rock Oil by Barrel or Gallon, a general assort· 
ment of Coal Oil Lamps and Fitting" of Latest Patterns. 

Prescriptions Carefully Prepared at all Hours. 

J. O'DONNELL; Di' S. 
Office over Ormond & Gilmour> Drug Store, 

. . 
GEORGE STREET, 

THO~. LANNIN, 

Practical Tin and Copper Smith, 
Plumber and Bell Hangel', Manufacturer of all 
kinds of Tin, Sheet Iron and Copper 'Ware, and 

Dealer in all kinCil.s of 

Uool\ing. Hox amI Parlour Sloves, 
Furnaces and Agricultural Furnaces for farmerS' 
use, the largest and best fls~ortecl stock in 

,Peterborough. Pl'ice.y Very Reasonable. 

• THOMAS LANNIN" 
Geo;'ge Street, nca;rly opposite T. il'fenzie's Book Stort'. 



GLASGO W,V AREHO:USF~~" 

JOHNKRSKINE, 
IMPORTER 6: DEALEr: Tl\ 

Staple & Pancy 
DRY GOODS. 

WHOLESAH AND RETAil 

TER130ROUGH. 

$.,., l!CS a , 

ON'f ARlO BANK, 
tv ATER ~TREET, PETERROROTTGH. 

(NEAR THE POST OFFICE. ) 

-0-

.A S(f,v£n(j~'1' Bank Deparrtrnent Attached. 
J"t.flrest, nil Depn;;lt in .. ",wings' Bank lle.p<l1'lrn,-'nt at FIJI'" per' C('nt, 

pel' AnnlUll. 

.PeterbQ!'o'" December', 1800. 
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The ~'Peterborongh Review':·' 
FUBLt:-;HEIl EVERY :FRIDAY, 

BY RO B E R T R 0 ltI A I N E, 
;1[0.1. J1L:1RKET BLOOK, PETERBORO'. 

Subscription ~2. 00 p('1' Annum; fir if paid IN ADVANCR $1.50. 

:BLANK 
"OF 

EVERY DESCRIPTION OF RULING, 

WITH 

PRINTED HEADINGS, 

:MADE TO ORDER ON SHORT NOTICE. 

None but Fi1·st-class Workmen employed, and the very besl 

Mate-rial 'Used. 

~CHARCES MODERATE.~ 

MAGAZINES, PERIODICALS, MUSIC, AND 

EV~RY OTH~R D~SCRIPTION of ~OOKS HOUND to ORD~~ 

Neatly and expeditiously executed at lJOW Rates. ..Remember th& 

addrass, No.4 Market Block, George S~eet, next door to W. Lundy. 



}"REDERICI( H~EUBACK, 
(fab~1wt-JJ[ake)' and UpholstArer. 

FllRNITURE W AREROf)MS. 
A brge and <,pl,·('t ~took of Sofas, Bureau~, Sideboards, Chairs, BedsteadH. 

Toilet. Btands, &c., &c., 

MADE OF THE BEST MATERIAL, 
.iSD AT THE. 

CHEA.PEST RATE. 

Geo,rge Street, second door above Brock Sll"eet l 

PETERBOROUGH. 

JOHN DOUGLAS~ 
(Late J, & T. Douglas) has opened a 

New Carriage tt Waggon Factory 
On Bethune Street, about 100 yards West of the old stand, 

Where First Class Buggies, Carriages, Waggons, Sleighs, &c., &0" will be. 
kept on hand or made to ordel' 

OF THE BES1' M __ 47'ERI.flL, 
CHEAP FOR CASH. 

All kinds of BlacksIni'thing" 
PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO. 

JOHN DClUGLAS. 



YOU DAN B lJ.Y .A F.A.R, 

Superior (iarment 

AT 

HAFFEY'S 
FOR 

LBSS :MONJBY 

'rhan you will have to Pay for ~Ul Inferior one 

Next Door to McGregor"s Hotel, 

Peterborou(h, 1867. 



ROYAL INSURANCE COMP'Y, 
FIRE AND .LIFE. 

CAPITAL, - .. -, £2,000,000 . 
• 

ALEXANDER SMITH, 

-(gentfor Peterborou.qh, 

The 'Standard Life Assurance Co. 
ACCUMULATED FUND, 

ANNUAL INCOME, 

DR'MoNABB, 

Medical Referee. 

$17,771,523. 

3,217',815. 

ALEXANDER SMITH, 

:lgentfor Peterborough. 

W .. II. WRIORTON, 
(;EORGE STREET. PETERBOR(r, DEALER IN 

Groceries and Provisions,) 
[

E.EPS constantly 0:1 hand all kinds o~ ~roceries, which ~vil~ be sold as 
low a~ any housem the trade. ProvlSlOllS of all descnptlOlls, Pork, 

Oats, Peai', Beans, Barley, Potatoes, Butter) Lard, 

CORN!IEAI, OATMEAL, AND FLOUR. 
Abo a LARGE STOCK OF CIGARS, which will be sold to Tavern,keepel's 
at 10WI'J' ra..tes than. they can purchase from Pedlars. Coal Oil, R('((li1, 35,.., 

}J!"l' gallon, 10\\'er l'.;j" b~' the bau·e!. 

Ol\~ REASONABLE TERMS. 



R. THOMPSON t SUN~ 

Photographers, "c.~ 

OPPOSITB NICHOLLS " BALL'S, 
SIM(}OE STREET, 

P }~T E.RBORO'UG H. 

J. T. HENTHORN, ESQ., 
Justice of the Peace. 

OFFICE, HENTHORN'S BLOCK. HUNTER ST. 

PETERBOROUGH, c. W. 

WM. MERCER & 13RO'rHER, 
TAILORS AND CLOTHIERS, 

George Street, PeterbO't'o",g/~, ('. W. 
.J~nuary, 100';. 



,J. It. () J:t 1\ I ( ) N J ) 

\VATCIIES, ULOCI(S . 
. Ti:'''-(::.ll·''~,,~Sil '-el'\Y;~ l'P: ('l.lt 11:>l'~-. 

jlcer:·;duHlI!1 Rnrl 01 her Pill(:'. 

:':i P E (: T A (' L E 8, 

;"ia(('hpls, R'ubbp/l' (fOOr/S, 

WA~tlt~' .. ~A~~~t T,t!}:5 
&c. ,\"'. 

IMPORTER OF 

HritisiL. Fh://f:h, German &: Aliu::riC(f}/ ]i',INO Y GOOD, .... ' 
Whirl, a,'" ;"nlrl wnnr;r.::;;ALE & RETAIL. 

Rf'p o iI'N7. 

PETERBOHor< ~H. 

---------------'-------.a--__ ----------------------

Terrapin o<f~.1''' Restaurant 

Which contilinti 1'\\'0 SLATE BED TABLES, with l,mproYcd Cushions, mid it 
('nmpld.-' ","I of Ne'Y Balls, Cues, &c, The Hoom is now one of the p""t Hnd 

3[0.;[ Comfortablr Furnjshed in the Couutry. 
I ;"oge ~t.. Peterbol""" .Jan. 1867, GEORGE (,RO~:"\, Proprietor. 

J 

PETERBOROlTGH . 

..:Ulo'Ws Interest on Onrrf!}/l ~l('('OInds! 
~\.nd on Depo8its <It tht' Rah> of' Fol\l' Pel' ('ent. , 

W.\L OCIL \'1, _lyelli. 
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DE'\LER IX 

Grocerie~~ Wines&: Liqnors 
/ ~~ 

" 

WHO l f SALE (r 
FOR 

AND 

RETAIL. 1&' ... 

A SPLENDID ASSORTMENT OF' 

Teas, Sugars,Coffees, ,Tobaccos, 
KEPT CONSTANTLY ON HAND. 

Country Merchants, Hotel Keepers and Families requiring' 

f1, supply of the above articles will fil1d this one of the Re8t 

Assorted 'Stocks in Peterborough: 

IR THE MOTTO. 

Please Call -before Buying \ Elsewhere! 

Peterbpro', J:j.n. 1867. A. McDONALD. 



GRAHAlI & STRATTOX, 

S tat ion e r san d P u h 1 is It e r s, 
~o, l, MARKE~r BLO(;K, PETERBORO', 

-----;0;--

CONSTANTLY ON JL\Nl!. ALL SUCH 

SCHOOL BOOKS 
English, Ji'rench alul Olass~'cal, 

As are in general US" ill t,he ~choob, 

BIBLE~, PRA YER BOOK~ .\ ND H YMN~ HOOK:-:. 

-ANlJ-

-.-

-.-
~ENVEI .... OPES!~ 

UF .\LL ~IZE:-l :\:\ II I"F .\UTIE:-:. 

-,-,-

Photograph Albums of the Best Manufacture 
-;-

IS GREAT V.JRIETr. 

-:-

"Wiudow ~lwcle;-3 UUll Wa.ll Papel':' of tIll.' La tl;,'l"t :-)ty le:". 

LA.RUE STOCK::; _\.UL\.YS uN lUNlI. 

--;-

LOYELL'S SERIES OF' SCHOOL BOOKS, 
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'1'. COLLINS', 

(jroceries, Croekely, G-lassware, 
• 

"rl~~~ & :yIQUOR~. 
U::F () II EAi I~Jt' OR C .. 4 S H! 

---u--­
, ' 

ALL Kli\ D~ OF :H'ISH UONSTANrrL\:- UN HAND. 
~--o--' -

1'/)["S1'R ... PRIJ/)/"{'j;' UF ALL j{fNIN; BU/iU111'.f' 80LlJ, . , 

C']uxtOU'i' Block. Geol'ge ~tl'eet~ Peterborough, 0. W. 

BOOTS SHOES 

JOHN :s. DR.1SCOI~Ij, 
Hoot and Shoe Maker, 

\YESTWOOD, will sell in future ilt REDrCED PRICES. 

j~dU.UU ~®U'D:s. ~QUD::."":!rcntn!l·~W ... ·~;i.~1l. 

I ':l~l, paid fOl' Hides. Farm Produce taken in exchange for work .. Rep~il', 
ing done nt'atly and wiH, dpsj:>atch. cl CALL SOLICITED. 

JOHN S. DRISCOLL. . .. , 



LONG ARJI CH()P 

rrEA W AREHOUSJ~. 
--- ~-----

'J'he Subscriber informs the PJlblic th[tthe ha, C'Ulllllleucecl fJu~ille~" on 
George Street. in the 

Soop lately occupied by Messrs, Jonnston & Son, 
Wh,»''; IH: will keep L\UlIbtantiy un liaml. "ltd which he will 

HELL FOR READY PA.'y ONLY 
.H "" LOW PRICES a~ auy house in TO~'J1. 

OF 

~-'AMILY 
t'O~Sl,,;'l'l~U Ot' 

Tea:,;, Coft0e;,;, SugUl'c'., Tobaeeoc', Spil'E's .. Fl'llit;,;, &l'. ; Patent 
Pails, rrub~, W ash· Boards , and en'l'ything 

ill'nally kept in such establishments. 

---0---
Haviug hUll ,evel,,,l y""II:,; L'x]Jel'il'lH'" ill ,om" of tl"H' bbt houses ill til<' 

trade, both in Canada ancl the United i'ltate,;, he trusts, by strict attention 
to business; and keeping onh' the hpf't .!\,rticles in ~tock. to merit a sharc' of 
t,he public pa,t.I·onage . .. , 

W:~L, DONNELLY. 



ROBFjR1~ H~A~II L'l~() N 
Imports direct from t:lheffield, and keeps con,stantly on hand, 

BRITISH, GERMAN AND AMEHII'AN 

HARDW ARE 
. '\ LARGE STOCK OF 

, 
• 

Shelf 1111(1 Heavy Goofls 
<;ONs1.'AN'I'LY UN HAND. 

, . 
c~l1lung which win be f'ouild all descriptiun~ of 

i\Iechallics' Tools, ,Farmillg Implemellts & House :Furnislling 
Ironffiongery; Cq.tlery,Plated BrittaniaMetal Wares, 

Paints, Oils, Colors and Glass; Straw and Root 
Cutters; Double und Single Guns & Pistols, 

Grindstones and Patent Frictioll Rollers 
and Axles; all descriptions of Nails, 

sizes and qualities of Iron; 

l£N.I1'lELD RIFLES &:PATENT BREECH LOADER:-: 
PutOllt, Half-patent and Common Axles; P'ltent Leaihel', Enamelled Clonl, 

Hln'ing Adopted the Cash system, I am enabled to sell goods to (1ash 
, oustomers 011 the most advantageous term's. 

SIG)\ uF THE ClRCl'LAR 8,\ lr, GEORGE STREET; PETERBORO'· 



Sf:. CfEOR,GE"SSALOON. 
, 

G I~ORG E :MITCHEI.JJJ, 
PROPRIE'rOR. 

Corner of Gf;'orge and Hunter Streets. 
, - -'-' ------

,~ , 

LUNCHES .AT .ALL HOURS I 
~~------~",( --­

~ 

'rbe BAR rOllstftl1tly furnished with the Best Brands of 

ALES, LIQUORS and CIGARS. 

Confectioners~ Fancy Goods~ «:0. 
t, 

ALWAYR ON HAND. 

KEPT CONSTANTLY IN SEASON. 

Jan~~ry" ~867. GEORGE ~UTCHELL 



AGRICULTURAL WORKS , • 
'rilE '11\'s'51'iIH:l' \lollkl "illlUl1nCC; after iI' ,tnlJpage of tlll'Ct:, IIloutll, I,y iil'f', 
, 1,., j, lin", "hlc tc' J'<>Ulll,' hll~irH':;'" in I,j, ;\p,,~ BRI(~K BFTLDTi\(;:-:, 

·,\'hi('h h~\'(' 1'<""11 fittf'rlul' "XI """ .. ,,1:' t',,\, tI", 

r:". :--;TEB1.., 

i:ly confuung Ius at.tt:utioll to tbi" articl,~,. and having imported tlw jille,~t 
qualit.y of steel t.hat can be hud in England, he feel-; confident that he ('nn 

offer inducement" to hi5 friends soeond to no shop in (~'Clnada, 

His STEEL PV IF(.IH:-: are of' the IllOot illllJl'f)Yec1 patterns, of which he h3.­
:I lnr~0 [1'''fll'tl11ent, ), new sled GAXG, PLOUGH, '-'l~TirlV;\TnRS an,j 

H.\JUWWS, SLEIGHS ,mel WA(H;(I..\",~. 

lJk'lc THE '1'\LT, CH-TT\f\l<:Y, :,OPTH OF THE MAH,KE'r, ~11 

J,IIAIUIL'I'ON. 

(.j.EXEHAT, nK\LER IX 

(~R () C I~~,R, T ES, P_ROVISIONS. 
(' R I I (' rz E R Y, 

--11--



1\1. 

1 \f{!J,(i DI NI, (?HOII!E 

fl\-'af'. ~ug-al') Cofl~ee, Pepper; ~(lIW('. &('. 

~U4-c:D'~'3"..s.~~~:z iii 

-\/{J)-

1:(, HNH /I.M'~BLO(JK, 

THOS. 

P~~TERHOROUGH, C. w. 
AI,,'>!) ~ 01. h~wl, a large stock of .Books, I-ltationm'Y, Wall Pap"l", WilJd(r ... 

RIind!', &0., &!'-.,-UTfEA l' fi'OR (.'A8H. 

~"' .. \ lIIeriCall Mouey HOH/l,'ht and Sold :1t HCHt H9.te" 

I'd'·.r))(wn', ,JanUl.u·y, 1867. 

311'. JOHN 

Ba'rriste1°, .!1tto'rney .. at .. I"aw~ Solic·ito'l\ 
CONVEYANCER, &c. 

Money to I.oan 011 .lmproyod "':trmA. ~ No COlllmi~8if)n Charge.i.·~ 

OFFTCE-Ow'!' th., Royal Catllldi~\l I·:'mk. (,.poI'ge ~t., Pp.tt",h",'". 
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Tb,ere is Nothi~g Like Leather! 
-'--' :0:---

WHOLE:-;ALE A; RETAIL 

THE HIGHEST PRICE 

~C" Paid in Cash for Hides and Skius1 

AND LEATHL'l{ ~'OR CASH. 

Hemember Hall'R Old Htand. Aylmer Street,Peterborou~h. 

Ja.nuary, 1867. 

D., PENTLAND,.Dentist). 
Begs to inform the public that be is now prepared to 

]R::xtract; "-re'et.h ~ithout; Pain!J 

lly the aid of NITROUS OXIDE GAS. Teeth Filled in the most ca.ref!id 

marmer. Teeth inserted,-from one to a Full Sett,-in the various iltyloo, 

and warranwcl equal to any work done in the largest Cities. 

,(Y. P. ill also Agent for R. S. Williams' MELODEONS. )I .. good Stock of 

SHEET MUSIC always on hand. 

THO S.W. POOLE, M.D., 
C<>R<>NER~ 

PETERBOROUG~ C. W. 



C' () :'II ME H C I A L F ~ 1 0 ~ 

J\~:-:urane(~ Company of London, England. 
C'Al'rr_\L, :i'12,500,000: 01' £2,:10\),000 Sterling. 

Hr·",J u-lfk,' fOl' Canada, Mont,l'f':i1. Morland, Watson £: Co. (;(,1101',,1 Agelll,:,. 

(lEO. A. (:()X, Agent ;>t, Peterborough. 

London & Lancashire Insurance Company,. 
CAPIT:\L, :<',OOO,OO(). 

H E A [} () F P feE PO f,' (.' _1 N_I D _1 .M 0 S T R E _ j L , 
C+EO. J .. ('OX, -'I.gent at I'derJJorougb. 

CAPIT .\.L, £2,000,000 STERLING. 

Head Officc for \Y cstern Canada, Toronto, C. ,'W. 
GEO. A. cox, Agent j"JJ' Peterboro. 

CANADA LIFE ASSURANCg COMPANY,: 
Head Office Hamilton, C;. W. Capital Imel Invcstod Funds $1, 7C~).()(~), 

.Medical Referee DR. KINCAID. GEO. A. COX, Agent at Pcitrb<r'o 

E;DINBURGH LIFE ASSURANCE COM'Y~. 
E,STABLISIlED 1823, 

Accumula.ted and Invested Funds over £9,000,000 Stg. 
GEO. A. COX, Agent J.t Peterboro . 

. Travellers' Life ({i; AccZ"dent Insurance Oo'y. 
UI<' HARTFORD, CON. 

Capital $500.000. 1liXr Weekly compensa.tion for Perwnal Injury. 
GEO. A. COX, Agent at Peterborou-gb. 

MONTREAL OCEAN STEAMSHIP COMPANY. 
Tickets i~sued to and from all parts of Canada and Great Britain. Return 
'rickets at reduced. rates. Full information may be obt.ainal on application to 

- GEO. A. (OX. Agent at Pdelboro' 
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Tlll-:'.-! I)~T 

~Artistically Lig'hted and ~1itted_ 
OF .\ NY IN TH l~ PHOV 11'i('K 

-;0;-

(I F 

_II) E (~ E .. t\. S E I) P)~ R S () N S, 
\ NY :-lIZE UT' TO LfF.J1;j, 

:.~~< ! 



THE PUBLIC ,LANDS 
OJ' 

Cl\.N A.DA. 
The Public Lalld~ of Canada iHe sold by local Urown Land Agents in 

the several Counties and Districts, t{} whom applications for purchase by 
intending settlers should be made. With ~ome few exocptions they lU'e 
sold in' Uppel\ Canada for cash at 70 cents an acre, and oR,tim'e at one 
dollar an acre; and in Lower Cartada at h{llll ~o to 60 eeuto, one-fifth to be 
paid at the time of sale, and the remaining' four-firths in four equabnnuul 
instalments, with interest at 6 per cent. on the unpaid purc\wse money. 

These sales are made subject to ::;ettlement duty, and to current timber 
licenses for the year, Purchasers of Public Lands not under license, being 
-llctual settlers with eurtain improvements, can obtain license from thc 
respective Crown Land Agents, or Crown Timber Agents, to cut and dis­
pose of the timber growing on the lots Imrehased by thcm; the value of' 
the timber so cut and di~poscdof heing ai1plicd in payment ?fthc purchase 

, I C • I .j • money c,ue t 1C l'own. 

CROW~ 'rUlBER REGULATION~. 

'rhe ::laic aud management of timbor on the Public Land~ arc governed 
by the Statute, Con. Stats. of Canada, 22 Vic. 'Cap. 23, and by the Reg­
ulations under it, 8allctioned by His Excellency the Governor General in 
Oouneil. Licen~e8 for vacant berths are offered for tiale at Pnblie Auction 
011 such date~ a:,; the Commissioner of Crowl1 Land::; may fix by Public 
~otice, at an upset price of four dollar:; a ::;quare mile, or other rate as he 
may fix, and are awarded to the highe:;tr bidder making immediate pay­
ment. See the llegulations themselves for information as to ground rent, 
iize of berths, l'enewals, forfeitures, rate~ of duty on 'fimber, &c: 
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WOODS AND:FOREST~. 

nEPARTm~NT OF CROWN LANDS. 

Ottawa, 20tl~~ .July, 1866. 

With reference to the Crown Timber Regulations of the 13th June/ 
1866, notice is hereby given that· the following' Officers are: the CroW1l. 
Timber Agents duly authorised for the granting of Timber Liecnses;:md 
the collecting of Timber Revenue, to whom. all applications for such Li­
censes or Renewals of Licenses within the l:espectiveAgencies should be 
addressed. 

A. J. Russell, Ottawa, for the Upper Ottawa Territory . 
• J. F. Way, Bell~vilIe, for the Ontario Territory. 
J. R Nash, Torou-to, for the Hl{ron and Superior and Peninsula of 

Canada West Territories. 
C. E. BelI~, Montreal, for the Low~~ Ottawa Territ~ry. 
A. Dubord, Three ltivers, for the St. Maurice Terrltory. 
G. J. Nagle, St. Hyaci~the, for the St. FrancisTer,~itory. 
G. Duberger, Chieoutimi, for the Saguenay Territory. 
C. Dawson, Riviere du Loup en Bas, County of Temiscouta., for the 

Chaudiere and Madawaska TerritOi'j. ' 
C. T. Dube, Trois Pistoles, for th~ewer St. Lawrence Territory. 
J. N. Verge, Carleton, County of B6miventttre; for the Bai des Ch3-

leurs Territory. 

A. CA1UPBELL, Commisshmer. 



~U~.ERAL LANDE;. 

DEPART.MENT OF CROWK. LANDS, 

Ottawa, 13th July, 1866. 
l),EGULATIO~:'; ~Ol' the 8(~le of l':1ifl01'lll LnnrlR, approved hy His J<~;x:cel­

leney the Gov~r/lor «eneral III CpnnciJ. 

IN~.F,RIOR )If.TALo;;. 

1. . That ~ach r~gularminiflK tract in llnRufveyerl tel'l'itol'Y ~hall consist 
of blodks of iwo hundred of fom llUndretl :lcre~. 

2. That the dimenAionR of each regular mining tract of foul' hundred 
ac\'e~ be forty I,lh\l:~ns in fro!l~ by Cl!lel\qndred chains in dep,tpliand~1p.aller 
tracts, ex.cept on Takes (lnd rlver,~, In the snme proportion. The bearinO's of 
~he outlines to .be Not't~ :t~d~ont?, a,tid Enst :lOdWest, :ist~(momic~l1j, 
III the unorguD\zcd tcrrlWrlel1· In {, ppeI' Canndn 3rtd p:1'l'1111el to the outlines 
of theto;wnships dsewhere. 

3. That mining tracts bordering upon lakes :lnd rivers shall have their 
frontage np6n' :meh waters, ~nd sha.Ii be subject in all C:1ReS to the public 
rights.innavigable or floatable .. w,atcrs; :lnd,that mining tracts, so situated, 
fl:jJ.a,lI· have a mean depth of one hllDdrild ,ch_ainR back fllom such, riser or 
lake, (exclusive of road :lllowance of one chnin in width, wll}ph !'~!lJ] be 
reserved along the margin of such river or l:lke,) in eonformit.y with the 
3,bpve wc~#ol)ed bCIl,J;'ings. 

4, That miqing:trncts in n~Hllrvcyed territory sJlo'lll be surveyed by a 
Provincial I,and Surveyor, :lnd connected with sO.me lmo,wn point ill prc­
vious surveys, (so that the tract ma,y be j,lid down on the officc maps of' 
thetel'ritory) at th(l cost of the :1pplicunb" who ,shall be required to furnish 
with their applic:;l,tt~n the surveyor'!', I,];m} ,110M flote~, and dcscJ:iptiollS 
thereof in :lccQrdanec with the foregoin)!; re~nlat.iolls, and to the satisfaction 
of the Department, and p!ly the price of' one dollar pb'r aerp into tlIC De­
partment of Crow.n ,LandRat, the time of making application. 

5. 'I'hat ill surveyed towllflhipS, lot~ presentinlj'; indicationll of 111inerals, 
he sold on the above cOlldition~, but a.t pot l(!ss t.han one dollar pCI' acrc 
in any township, :md at the sathe 'pr-ke us the othpr- bllils in the towllRhip 
wJlen it is more than, one ,qolilnr per acl'(,. 

,G. That minill/!: lands in surveyed townf.!hip~ be f10ld by the local agents 
for cash, b,l,ltnll ~IlIJUS jnnnl'ur"eyeu tenitory shall be sold by tbB Depart.ment. 

7. '1'he ~bo've l'rgulatioll8 do not ~pply to mine" of gold lind Rily('l'. 
GOLD AND SILVER, 

S. That in selling the land~ in the gold mining divisions, the Depart­
ment is to disCl'lminate as· far all pract.ic~ble between. p'urcha~ers for act!lal 
~ettienlCnt, bona fide, :lnd those for mmlng or specula ewe purposes; selhng 
to the for!llBl', fOl' thepl'('sent prices ant! terms. (subject to an increase to 
$2 an acre, .under the or4el' of 8.th· August, 1864, wbenaetu!lllywork('d 
for gold,) :lnd to tht' latter for one dollar an acre-c~sb. 

9. That in all Letters Patent for lands, the clause reserving ali mine~ 
of gold and silv!'r be omitted. 

10. All -previous regulations inconsistent with t.he above are cancelled. 
A. CAMPBELL, Commis~ioner. 
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PARRY somm SETTLEMENT. 

I,atitl/de abont that of jll011'tn:al. 

Thc Parry Sound District may be :described as embracing th'at section 
of country bounded by Frcnch rivcr on the ijorth; the Rousseau and Ni­
pissing Road linc on the East; Lakes Rousseau, St .• Joseph, and, other 
smaller lakes stretching to the. South; and the waterf1 of the Georg;ian Bay 

on thc West.. 

'rhis ~ection containing a large' proportion of very fair land fit for set­
tlement. A road line has been explored ;Wd carefully located, leading in 
almost a direct line from the, head ,of Rousseau Lake to the mouth of 
f.;outh river at Lake NipisRing, called the Rousseau and Nipissing rOlld. 

A road line forming a .iunct~on with the Muskoka road, and intersecting 
the Rousseau l'pad close to the lake of that name, and continuing in a 

North-West direetion to the village of Parry Sound, called the Parry 
Sound road. 

A road line t'rom Parry Sound in a ~ortherly direetion crossing, the 
Maganetewan and French rivers, und eontinued to form a junction with 
the Great Northern road tit W fuldell's mills. 

'1'hese lines, and the, explorations connected thel'ewitlJ, have developed 
large tracts of land well calculated for l'uccessfnl agrienltnr:ll I'ettlement. 
On the Parry Sound ro:\d grant lots have been surveyed throughout, and 
the following Town~hips, bordering u]!Jon or embracing the road, have been 
~ub-dividerl, namel~,-;-Watt,Cardwell, Humphrey, Foley and McDougall. 

The Township of Watt is almost entirely settled, and alon~ the whole 
length of the road! and in the other Townships named. settlement is ac­
tively progressing. This road has been opened :lnd completed for travel 
in a substantial and superior manner, so' that Lake Rousseau can be 
readily reached from the Sound, and dee Hi'SCI in one day's travel. 

On the fir;<t line named, road opei'~tion8 were commenced last seasoll, 
and it is expected the ensuing summer will witness its completion as far 
:1~ the }faganetewan river. On this river the land is unusually good. It 
is deseribed as a rich loamy clay, cOYCI'ed with fine hardwood, free from 
stones, and unbroken by ridges :lnd l·~vines. Further on the line also, 
rail' average and superior land exist~ in .veJ·y large proportions,so much so, 

that the good land is de~cribeJ tiS embracing II pj'oportion of fron~ seyenty 
to ~eventy-five per ('~nt. of thl.' whole. 



The Northern road passes through some tracts of excellent land, and 
settlement is fast proceeding in this directiun aha. 

The facilities afforded for ingress to this country are unu~u~lly great. 
In the summer season the intending settler has the choice of three route~. 
He can proceed from Toronto to Oollingwood by rail, and thence by 

steamboat every Monday, direct to Parry Sound, the latter distance being 
about seventy miles. At Parry Sound there is already the nucleus of a 
handsome and thriving village, with mills, stores and church: This is one 
terminus of the Parry Sound road which here crosses the Seguin river by 
a handsome and substantial truss bridge, and enters the main street of the 
village. Mr. Beatty, the proprietor of the mill, and the founder of the 
village resides here, and offers liberally every assistance in his power to iu­
dustrious settlers. Abundant supplies of clothing, provisions, and imple· 
ments arc :llso to be found here, which can be had at Toronto prices, with 
the addition of freight charges. 

Mr. Wakcfic1d, the Orown Lnnd Agent for the District, also residcti 
here. 

The second route is from Toronto' to Bell Ewart by rail, from thence tu 
Orillia and Washago mill, at the foot of lake Oouchiching, by stemHboat, 
thence fourteen miles by stages running daily to Muskoka bay on thc lakc 
of the same namc, and thencc by Mr. Oockburn's new and excellent 
steamer to the Indian village at the narrows between the abovc lake and 
lake Rousseau, and thence by open boats to the Rousseau aq.d Parry 
Sound road~. 

The third route is by the above line us far as Washago. thcn{Je by the 
Mnskoka and Patry Sound roads to thc head of R01l8~eau lake; alld 
thence 22 miles to Parry Sound. 



CROWN LAND AGENT'::'.,-UrFER CAAAD.1. 

----~--~--~-==-------=~~~--~-- - ~-

RESIDENCE. I AGENCY. I ACRES I PRWS 
i AT DISPOSAL. )"Brt AURH. 

("')')"011, .John~~1 pe:erbOrOUgh.~ .. I Part of County of Peterborough and Burleigh Road .... -:,000 1 [---
XA3IE. 

Graham, .Joseph . . . Bobcaygeon ..... \ Part of Peterboro' and Victoria and Bobcaygeon Road.. 300,000 ~ 
Han'is, William ...... Renfrew ........ i Part of County of Renfrew ......•...... ' ........... ~ . 200,000 I ~ 

. ~ 

Holterman, C. F~ Clontm'j' ~ ..... 1 Part of Renfrew and Opeongo Road .. ~ ....... ' . . .. . . . 250,000 I j. 
Mac:heI'SOn, .James .. Kingston ........ Parts of Fron,tenac and Addington and Frontenac Road I" 

J!oih.t, James P ~ ~ ~ ~ .1 Pemu)"oke ~ ~ ~ ... North pal't of Renfrew .............. ~ " .' ..... ' ..... . 

Oliver, Richanl L ~ ~ .. 1 Orilht, .... ~ ..... Part. of Simcoe and Muskoka Road ... ~ ... ~. ~ .. :"' .... ~ 
Perry, Ebenezer ~ ~'.I Tamworth ""':1 Parts of Frontenac and Addington and Addington Road 

Ro h c ~I I L' 1· , /1' ·t f V· t . - '" c e, ~. " . ~ ~ .. ~ . lll\ ,a~ ...: ,m 0 lC orla .......................... " .-.... . 

Wilson, Joseph .. " .• "auIt I"lte. ~Iilrie .. Part of Algoma District ...... ~ .... " ... ',. ., .... ".' . " 

Wakefield, N. P ~ .. ~ J;'aITY I"lollnd .... Part of' ~imeoe and Parry &lund Road ...... ~ ....... " 

C~mpbelJ, Alfred A .. j Belleville ........ Sout.h part of ltastings ...................... ~ .' ~ .. / 

~-=~~-='"====== 
-" ~. 

180,000 0 
~ 
q; ..... 

200,000 ~ 
~ 

190,000 E' 
'7> 
.". 

200,000 '" 
It. 
i3 
<b 

iOO,ooo ~ 

250,000 

200,000 

100,000 

I a J ~/l. 

200ent·s caHh. 

I iO cen tROJ·:j;l. 

1$2 casll. 



CROWN L4-ND AGENTS,-LOWER (.'ANAD~4, . ". 
- 'NORTH OF THE RIVER OT.T~WA. 

'''';: :SAME. . • r RESIDENCE. J AGEKCY. I"· A .. :nES· . i P~IOZl"El:·:~:: 
-r' AT DISPOSAL. 

BI',8tien, F. X ...... = :::--.--. -. '-'1 Part of Pontiac .............................. I--I-O~I--·: Cents. 

Cameron, G. W .......... Thurso ........ ~ i Part of Ottawa ...... ' ..... ~ .. " ............ . 

Farley, Robert .... ~ ...... i Chelsea ......... '1 Pal·t of Ot~~a ...... , ...... '. , . . . . . . . . . . I 

He:,th, E .......... " .. 001 Clarendon ...... ' Part of Pontiac. . . . . . ............ , ... 1 

lIkBean, 111: .............. 1 Aylwin. . .. . ... 1 Part of Ottawa. . . . . .. . . . . .. ... . . . . ... . . . . I 

~:l:),()lJ(j 6D ,. 

~OO,(~)IJ 60 " 
18u,tll~) GO " 
250,UOO 60 " 

M~!'Iillan, D .... 00 ...... '.1 Grenville ........ I Part of Argenteuil, ......................... .. ]OO,OO() :;0 " 
Rogel',,,, George··· .. ·····1 Lakefield ...... "1 Part of Argenteuil. ........................ 00 

Smith, T ......... " ..... Allume~te .... " Part of Pontiac .................... , ....... :'. 

40, om :;0 

13:3,000 60 



GOOD 

FARMING LAN'DS 
IN 

CAN A D AWE S T ,. 

(JNE D()LLAR PEI{ ACRE. 

GREAT 

Advantages Offered to Settlers. 
For partcula,rs apply to 

• 
8ft,tetat"?! Canadian Land and Emigration Oompany, 

TORON'l'O BANK BUILDINGS, 

'rfORONTO, C. 'N. 
Toronto, January 2nd, 1867. 




