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UPON A

LETTEHR

Publifhed in the

London Chronicle, &c.

SIR,
“W N compliance with your requeft, I fend
I you my -thoughts vpon the letter from
Briftol publithed in the London Chronicle,
or Univerfal Evening toft, No. 115 ; contain-
ing an account of the failure of our Expedition
this year againft Cape Breton.

It is certain, that no hetter fcheme could have
been projected for retrieving our late misfortunes
in North America, than that enterprize. The
importance of Cape Breton to the French may
be eftimated from the effect, which the reduction
of it had in the laft war; it paved the way for the
treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and the reftirution of
it appears to have been regarded by France, as

the moft effential article of the peace on her part,
by
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by her ftipulating that ﬁo/mgﬁ fhould “bc given
for the performance of it. o

The Expedition againft this ifland was indeed
laying the ax to the roct of the tree ; and the re-
du&ion of it would have given'Canada its death
wound 3 our failure therefore in this important
attempt may well occafion a public concern.

The aim of the writer of the Briftol letter is,
to throw the blame of it upon the Minifters, and
to juftify the conduct of the General and Admi-
ral in abandoning the Expedition, as he fays they
did, on the 4th of Auguft.

He begins with faying, ¢¢. Our Miniflers were
< certainly informed, long before Mr. Holbourn
<¢ failed from Spithead, that Beaufremont’s fqua-
« dron was ordered to join the French fleet at
¢ Louifbourg, but flighted the information, be-
¢ caufe they knew better ; That one would think’
« their fatal miftake concerning the Naval
¢« Force, that was to be fent againft Minorca,
< would have cured them of their Self-fuffi-
“ ciengy 3 that < We do every thing by halves,
¢« and fo do nothing effeftually ;” that ¢ indeed
¢ our Naval {trength is fo injudicioufly divided
¢ -and parcelled cut, that it is as eafily broken as
<¢ alarge fheaf of arrows taken out one by one;”
and proceeds to obferve, ¢ That the Naval
<« force fent to take Louifbourg was not only
" too fnall, but difpatched tco /zze in the year.”

As to his affertion, ¢ zhat we do every thing by
¢ balves, and fo do nothing effectually,” I think
it may be remarked. with regard to our Land

Forces
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Forces in North America, that his Majefty had
‘there, before the arrival of the new-raifed High-
landers, and 6000 troops laft fent from Ireland,
about 13,000, and has now upon that Continent
upwards of 21,000 Regufar troops ; and we have
undoubted accounts lately come from Quebec,
that the French themfelves do not compute their
Regular troops in all Canada at more than 3000,
nor thofe at Louifbourg to exceed 2500 ; fo that
we have a fuperiority of regular forces there on
the fide of the Englith, which, with the Ir-
regulars, that the Colonies could and would rea-
dily raife upon fuch an occafion, feems fufficient,
if 7ightly direfted, to drive the French out of
North America.

As to his free Refle¢tions upon the Minifers
for flighting the information which, he fays, they
had certainly received long before Mr. Holbourn
failed from Spithead, ¢ that Beaufremont was or-
«¢ dered to Loujfbourg,” and his conclufion from
thence, ¢ that the naval force fent to take Lou-
< ifbourg was too fmall,” one would be naturally
led by them to think, that the French fleet was,
upon Beaufremont’s junction of Mr. Reveff, fupe-
rior to Mr. Holbourn; whereas it appears by the
Lietter-writer’s own lift of the Englith and French
thips, that Mr. Holbourn was much fuperior to
them, fo that there was no reafon for augmenting
his fquadron : asto Mr. /z Mattbe, it is evident
from the lift, that he did not join Mr. Revef and
Mr. Beaufremont at Louifbourg till 25 days after
their arrival there ; fo that it feems moft proba-
ble, that the deftination of kis fquadron for Lou-
ifbourg was not determined upon by the French

minifters themfelves, till fome time after ; and
there
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‘thére is no appearance, that osr Minifters had:
réafon -to apprehend Zefore ‘Mr. . Holbourn failed
from Spithead, that Mr. -Ja Morthe would be
<t ordered to'Loutfbourg :” but, as:foon. as they
had, they fent Mr. Holpourn a reinforcement,
which made him 'ftill fuperior to “the ewbole
French fleet.

And with regard to’ the obfervation, ¢ That
¢ the -naval force -fent to take Louifbourg was
< difpatched too late in the year ;” it is well
known that Mr. Holbourn lay wind-bound -at
Spithead, St. Helen’s, and Cork, fix weeks in
the whole at leaft, and was afterwards nine weeks
on his paffage to Halifax : if his fhips had not
been thus retarded, he muft have arrived there by
the beginning of May ; in which eafe he would
have had it in'his power (according to the Letter—
‘writer’s own account of the times of  the arrival
of the French thips at- Louifbourg) firft to have
intercepted Mr. Revef’s and Mr. Beaufremont’s
fquadrons feparately, (but if not feparately, his
fquadron ‘was fuperior to their joint force) or at
leaft to have prevented their entering. the har-
bour; and Mr. /s Motthe, who did'not get to
Louifbourg till the 2g9th-of June, would, inall
‘probability, have fhared the fame fate; which
muft have fecured the reduétion of Louifbourg.
That Mr. Holbourn did not happen to arrive at.
Halifax by that time, according to the intention
of the Afinifters, and what' might have reafonably
been " expetted, can’t be juftly charged to thesr
account,  but was wholly owing. to contrary
winds ; an adverfe Event, which all fea Enter-
‘prizes are liable to, and no Mmifers -can either
-forefee or ‘controul,

The
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'The writer of the Briftol letter indeed ob-
ferves, < That our operations againft Cape Bre-
“¢ ton thould begin with the Spring ;" but allow-
mg that to’be the moft advantageous time ; yet
if Mr. Holbourn had arrived at Halifax by the
beginning of May, ot even thiee weéks later, the
conqueft of Louifbourg might have been very
eafily madé this year.

Thé two moft effential points in this cafe are,
ift. That the Troops émployed upon this fer:
vice fhould be ftrong enough to keep the Field
againft Succours, that may *be thrown into Lou-
iflbourg during the fiege, and to repulfe any Par-
ties of the enemy in their fallies from the town.
2dly. That they fhould be landed upon the
Ifland in time to go through the neceffary Opera-
tions for the reduction of Louifbourg before the
winter- fets in ; which it does not generally, till
-about the beginning of November.

Now both thefe points would have been fe-
cured; if Mr. Holbourn’s Squadron had arrived at
Halifax by the time, it might have reafonably
been expected to have done, and the General had
got there in due feafon.

As to the firft ; the forces intended to have
been landed upon “the ifland were 11,000 Régular
Troops; which would doubtlefs have been ftrong
enough to bave carried on their works againft the

befieged, and kept themfelves Mafters of the
Field.

B And
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Arid as to the fecond ; thefe Troops might have
been landed by the middle or latter end of May
at furtheft; which would have given them five
months at leaft to have effeted the reduion of
Louifbourg ; a time much more than fufficient
for 11,000 Regular Troops to have done it in
againft the oppofition of 3500 Jrregulars, which
the writer of the Briftol letter fays the Garrifon
of Louifbourg confifted of: the New England
men, in shesr Expedition againtt it in 1745, did
it in forty-feven days with 4000 Fregulars againft
a Garrifon of 650 Regular Troops, and about
1600 inhabitants and fithermen capable of bear-
ing arms.

It might pofiibly have taken up fome time for
the Troops to carry the Redoubts, which may be
fuppofed to have been erected by the French
fince the laft Expedition ; but if the Ifland was
covered with them, they could have held out but
a fhort time againtt the force of the Befiegers, and
the City after that would have been a very eafy
Conqueft; for its weaknefs, I muft obferve to
you, confifts in the fmall extent of it, and the
works within it ; which expofes the inhabitants
and foldiers in every quarter to the cannon and
bombs of the Befiegers ;5 fo that the former muft
be obliged to quit their houfes and betake them-
felves (as muft alfo the foldiers when off duty) to
their cafmates, which are extremely damp and
unwholfome ; and #4ef muft foon reduce them

to fuch extremities, as vould oblige them to fur-
render,

But
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But this happened unfortunately not to b®
the cafe ; the General did not get to Halifax
till about the 3d of July, which was 27 days
after Mr. Reveff and i Mr. Beaufremont had got
to Louifbourg, and four days after Mr. g
Motthe ; nor did the Admiral arrive at Halifax
till the gth of July. I fhall therefore proceed to
examine the reafons afligned by the writer of
the Briftol letter, for the General's and Admiral’s
not proceeding then to Louifbourg.

In the firft place, he fays, that one 64 gun
fhip lying in the harbour of Louifhourg would
render the landing of Troops upon the Ifland im-
practicable ; whereas there were eighteen capital
Ships there, when the Admiral arrived at Halifax ;
his words are, ¢ Ships of war lying in the har-
¢ bour {of Louifbourg] command in fuch man-’
¢-ner the place, where our Troops muft necef-
<¢ farily debark, that early as we | New England
<« men] were, had the Vigilant, a fhip of 64
¢« guns, got in, inftead of being taken by Sir
« Peter Warren, fhe would have rendered our
¢¢ Janding impracticable;” and he fays, ¢« That
¢ the General ought to have landed on Cape Bre-
¢« ton before any thips of war from France or
‘¢ Quebec could get there to annoy his troops in
¢t their debarkation; that inftead of that the
¢ lift [of the Englith and French fquadrons
annexed to his letter] ¢ will fhew, that there
<« were eighteen capital Ships of war in Louif-
¢« bourg harbour ten days betore Admiral Hol-
“ pourn arrived at Halifax; that his [the Ge-
¢ neral’s] firft intelligence was inde=d, that there
$¢ were only feven capital Ships of war in the har-

2 “ bour

-
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«¢ bour of Louifbourg ; upon which, tho’ fuch
< a force was capable of galling his Troops moft
<¢ terribly in their landing, yet he embarked
¢ them, in order to difpute the point ; but Capt.
¢ Edwards on the Newfoundland [tation taking
¢ an advice boat, about the fame time, fent him
¢ a true account of the French ftrength, which
“ you will fee in the annexed lift ; whereupon,
< a Council of war being called,confifting of land
¢ and fea Officers, it was agreed unanimoufly,
<< excepting only one diffenting wote, that the at-
s¢ tempt was impraticable at that time;” and
then proceeds to obferve, ¢ That it would have
¢ been againft common prudence, and fool-
¢ hardy to have made the attempt.”

I intirely agree with the writer of-the letter,
¢ That if fhips lying in the harbour of Louif-
¢ bourg command in fuch manner the place,
¢ where our troops muft neceffarily debark, as
£¢ that one 64 gun Ship would render their land-
 ing impralticable,” (as he afferts) it would
have been the heighth of fool-bardinefs to have
attempted landing them againft ejghreen capital
Ships lying there ; and in that cafe it will be dif-
ficult to reconcile with comsion prudence the at-
tempt, which he fays the General had determined
upon making to land his troops againft the fire
of feven capital ~hips; as alfo to account for his
altering that determination ; for it is well known,
that there is not room in that part of the harbour,
from whence it is in the power of Ships to annoy
an Enemy on thoar, for more than five to fpread,
and be properly placed for that purpofe ; fo that
the General might as well have landed his troops

againft
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againft eighteen Ships as -againft feven ; eighteen
could not have obftructed his landing more than
feven : and if he thought it advifeable to attempr
landing his Troops againit feven fhips, the intel-
ligence he received from Captain Edwards,
<< that there were ezghteen in the harbour,” could
be no reafon with him for altering his firft deter-
mination, as the wirter of the Briftol letter fays

it was : but it is clear, that his affertion is not
well founded.

What place it is, where he fays our Troops
muft neceffarily debark, he has not indeed point-
ed out. [ fuppofe he can’t mean the harbour.
As to Chapeau Rouge Bay, from whence the
New England men landed in their Expedition
againft Cape Breton in 1745, it is about twelve
miles deep, and affords many good places for
landing troops upon the back of Louifbourg ;
and it is well known, that the diftance of the
Bay is in fome parts upwards of five miles from
Louifbourg harbour, in zone lefs than three ; and
that no fight can be had, from thips in the har-
bour, of Troops landing from the Bay ; fo that it
is impoffible for Ships lying there to give Troops
the leaft annoyance in'their debarkation from the

Bay.

Another reafon affigned by the letter-writer
is, ¢ That the French were much fuperior in
¢ the number of their capital thips, carrying a
¢ much greater number of guns, all of much
¢¢ heavier metal, and much larger calibres than
“ ours; and if the General and Admiral had been
¢ neverthelefs fo rafh as to make the intended

‘ ¢« defcent.”

-e
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deéfcent,” he afks, ¢ What could they in rea-
fon expe@, but that the French fleet would
come out, as they ought ,fight Admiral Hol-
bourn, defeat him of courfe, and then fink or
deftroy all our Tranfports, with 11,000 land
<¢ Forces on board.”

Admiral Holbourn's fquadron, according to the
Lift annexed to the letter, confifted of feventeen
thips of the Jine, viz. one of o guns, two of 74,
one of 7o, two of 68, three of 64, {ix of 60, one
of 54, and one of 5o, five frigates of 20 guns
each, and f{ix floops carrying 72 guns in the
whole. ——The French fleet confifted of eighteen
thips, viz. one of 84 guns, two of 80, fix of 74,
one of 70, and eight of 64, befides fix frigates,
viz. one of 40 guns, three of 36, one of 30, and
one of 26 ;3 which is doubtlefs a force fo much
fuperior to that of Mr. Holbourn’s, that if the
only queftion before the Colncil of war was,whe-
ther it was advifeable to rifque a battle with the
French, confidering the bad confequences, which
might have attended a defeat on ocur part, 1

think the determination of the Council againft
doing it, was right.

But there is another very material circomftance
to te conlidered in the cafe 3 which is ; the Ge-
neral and Admiral had received intelligence, that
the French crews were wery fickly, and their fqua-
dron thereby much weakened ; and this intelli-
gence was correborated by another circumf{tance,
viz. that when the Jdmiral cruized with only five
or fix thips off Louifbourg, the Freach did not
ferd any {hips alter him ; which Elainly dif-

covered
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covered fome backwardnefs in them to quit the
Harbour ; and what good reafon can be given for
that, if the force of their fhips was what the
writer of the Briftol letter reprefents it to be,
and their crews were in good health ?

Thefe circumftances he takes notice of, and ac-

counts for in the following manner; < It is faid
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that the French fleet was fo greatly weakened
by ficknefs, that it could have made but very
little oppofition 3 but fuppofing this to be
true, how could Zord Loudoun and Admiral

Holbourr know it? They were indeed in-

formed by a fitherman, that the French crews
were fickly, yet not fo fickly as to render them
defpicable Enemies ; befides we fee how little
the intelligence of fithermen was to be de-
pended upon ; for they faid, there were but
{feven fail of French fhips in the harbour, when
there were eighteen of the line, and fix fri-
gates from 26 to 40 guns : fome think it odd
that Admiral Holbourn thould venture up to
Louifbourg, and cruize off with enly five or
fix fhips of the line, and yet think it impru-
dent to go up with his whole Force, and the
Tranfports 3 but they do not rightly confider
the difference ; had the French come out with
a fuperior force in one cafe, he might have
made at moft a running fight of it ; but in the
other, what would have becoms of the Tranl
ports, and land Forces ? he muft either have
left them to perith by themfelves, or have pe-
rithed with them ; at leaft this is what he

~might have reafonably expected.”

The
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The reafon affigned for the General’s and- Ad=
miral’s flighting the intelligence, they had received
of the fickly ftate of the French crews, becanfe it
was given them by a fitherman, feems far from
being fatisfactory ; — Fithermen’s news is like
that of other mariners, fometimes true, fometimes
falfe. 1 have been credibly informed, that the
New England men had their firft intelligence of
Canfo’s being furprized, and burnt by the French
in 1744, brought to Bofton by a tifberman, as
was that of the arrival of Mr. Conflans in 1746
with four capital thips before Chebuéto harbour,
(now Halifax) where he came from the Welt-
Indies, in order to join duke d’ Anville’s {quadron,
whicharrivedat Chebucto foon after : had the New
England men in thefe cafes flighted the intelli-
gence given them, becaufe Fifbermen broughe it
(from fome of whom they doubtlefs had at other
times received wrong information) Nova Scotia
would in the firft place have been probably loft
that year ; and in the latter, the Colonies would
have loft much time for putting themfelves into
the beft ftate of defence they could, againft the
French Armament. -

Their chief protection indeed againft it was,
it is well known, owing to the fickne/s of the men
on board it; For though the French Admiral
hag Treble the number of capital fhips to that of
the Englith fquadron, which then lay at Louif-
bourg, yet they were fo weakened by the jfickly
ftate of their crews, that he did not think fit to
venture out of Chebucto, but kept in the harbour
the whole feafon, till he quitted the coaft; and

it
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it was the Opinion of the beft Judges there, that
the Englifh {quadron, though fo much inferior
to the French in refpect of the number and fize
of it’s thips, yet on account of the health and vi-
gour of it’s men, was of fufficient force, even to.
have attacked the French 7 their harbour.

If the French fleet in Louifbourg harbour
this year was in the fame fickly ftate, that Mr,
d’Anville’s was in at Chebucte in 1746 it is
clear that Mr. Holbourn’s feveniecn thips of the
line, which it does not appear were in the lealt
difabled by ficknefs, were a fuperior Force to the
eighteen French capital fhips : the fitherman’s in-
telligence therefore was a matter of fuch moment,
that it ought not to have been flighted oy be-
caufe other filhermen had happened before to
give a wrong account of the number of the fhips
in Louifbourg harbour ; efpecially when the in-
formation he gave, had been ftrengthened by fo
confiderable a circumitance, as Mr. Holbeurn’s
appearing off Louifbourg with enly five or fix
fhips, and cruizing there without being molefted
by the French: it was undoubtedly of the utmoft
importance to have all poflible enquiry made into
the truth of it ; for if it was true, asno bedy now-
doubts it wasy, the General and AZdmiral need not
have been under any appreheniion that the French
fquadron would have "come out to attack Mr
Holbouri’s whole fleet: and in fuch cale, i the
troops had been landed, it would have put 1t m-
to their power to have made themicives mafters
of the French fleet, as well as of Louifbourg =
for then the fhips in the harbour would have. been
expofed to the cannon of batteries railed.on

C finar.
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fhore, which the writer of the letter obfervess
¢ would command the entrance into the har-
bour fo, that no fhip can come in or go out,
and if chey fhould flip in, in the night, can in-
¢ fallibly deftroy them.” He fuppofes indeed
the'e Batteries to be raifed Zefore fhips enter the
harbour ; but according to accounts given of
the fitvation of the ground, where fuch Batteries
ought to be raifed, it appears practicable to erect
them, even after fhips have entered, in fuch
manner, as that they will not be much expofed to
the fire from the fhips.

(21

&<

It feems extremely unfortunate, that the Fx-
pedition was abandoned, and the General hap-
pened to return with 6000 trcops to New York
(as it is faid he did) before the four fhips laft fent
to Lir Holbourn joined him : this reinforcement,
which muft have arrived at Halifax foon after,
would have made Ais fquadron fuperior to the
French fleet, even in the number and force of
thips, and poffibly have eaf-d all difficulties
about landing the troops, and venturing to lay
before Louifbourg,

As to the other reafon affigned by the writer of
the Briftol letter for the General’s not landing his
Troops, viz. ¢ That he had received information
*¢ that there were near 3500 Irregulars in Louif-
*¢ bourg;” this furely could have no weight with
the General when he had 11,200 Regular Troops
ready for the attack.

There feems indeed one further difficulty with
regard to landing the T'roops, which the writer of
the
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the Briftol letter has not mentioned : thatis, the
great Body of Seamen which mutt be fuppofed to
be on board eighteen Capital fhips, detachments
from which might, upon occafion, have been
employed on thoar againft the Befiegers, in feve-
ral parts of land fervice; and I think this of it-
felf would be an infuperable objetion to landing
them, unlefs they too could have drawn like fup-
port and affiftance from Mr. Helbourn’s {quadron
in cafe of need: but as they might certainly
have done that, if Mr. Holbourn was ftrong
enough to have lay’d before Louifbourg; the
difficulty appears to be folved, efpecially as the
French crews were fo fickly.

I now proceed to examine what the writer of
the Briftol letter obferves concerning the time,
whenhe fays theTroops ought to have been land-
ed on Cape Breton, in order to have made the
Expedition fucceed: upon this he lays great
ftrefs; he fays in one part of his letrer, that
“* our Operations againft Cape Breton fhould
¢ commence with the Spring, not later than the
¢« end of March or beginning of April—that the
“ moment the thick fogs, which cover the fea,
“ and ice, which choaks up the harbours of Cape
¢ Breton, begin to clear away, is the proper
“ time tor making the defcent ; and that it was
< wholly owing to the New England men’s ob
¢ ferving and leizing it, that they fucceeded in
“ their gallant attempt {in 1745]; and that
s« whoever hopes for the fame fucceds, muft take
¢ the Jame meafures.” And in another part
be fays, ¢ We cap’t take Louifbourg unlefs we

Cz2 ““ begin
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¢ bezin our. Operations againft it in April 3”
And why then was it not done ? The only reafon
which the letter-writer afligns for that, is con-
tained in the following words ; he fays, ¢ He
< [Lord Loudoun) ought to have been enable@
¢« 10 begin his Operations again{t Louifbourg in
April 3 whercas Admiral Holbourn, without
whofe affiftance he could not proceed, did not
ariive till July gth: he ought to have landed
on Cape Breton before any fhips of war from
France or Quebec could get there to annoy
his Troops 1n their debarkation ; inftead of
that, the lift will thew that there were eighteen
Capital fhips in Louifbourg harbour ten days
betore Admiral Holbourn arrived at Halifax.”

33
13
K34
13
e
13

(X1

The amount of this is, that the Gegeral could
not proceed then for want of the affiftance of Ad-
miral Holbourn’s fquadron; butwhynot ? The
6oooTroopswhich the Generalhad then ready,and
alterwards carried with him to Halifax upon that
fervice, muft (according to the letter-writer’s
own obfervation) have becn, without the affift-
ance 6f the {1x Regiments from Ireland, a {uffi-
cient Land force for the reduction of Louifbourg
againft the French Troops, which could be ex-
vected to have beenfound in Garrifon there, at
that {rafon of the vear; at which time likewife
there was no danger of the Troops being molefted
by the kFrench fhips of war, either upon their
paflige to Cape Breton or debarkation there :

for, ‘he {ays, ¢« That bothSea and Land forces are
¢¢ forced to quit Louifbourg as foon as the win-

¢ ter begins to fet in; and that by attacking it

“* carly in the Spring (viz. in A pril) before they

¢ could
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*“ could receive any reinforcements or fupplies
“ from Europe, we fhall take the French at a
¢ total difadvantage.” And after landing of
our Troops they need not, according to Ais afler-
tion, have feared any Succours being thrown into
Louifbourg ; for he fays, ¢ If our troops get
‘¢ on fhoar time enough to erect a Battery or two
“* before any thips from Europe arrive, they
¢ can command the entry into the harbour of
Louifbourg fo, that no fhip can come in or
go out; and, if they thould flip in,in the night,
¢ can infallibly deftroy them;”” and in another
part of his letter, he fays, ¢¢ our Troops [when
landed] ¢ would {o command the entrance
[into the harbour] *¢ as to render all accefs im-
«¢ practicable.”— And another very confiderable
circumftance, which he feems ignorant of, might
have been mentioned ; viz. that, befides raifing
Batteries, it would have been abfolutely in the
power of our Troops to have made themfelves
mafters (as the New England men did three days
after their landing) of the grand Battery, which
confifts of twenty-eight cannon of 42 pound
ball, and two of 18 pound, much the greateft
part of which point dire€tly down the harbour,
and command every vefltl at it’s entrance into
it,

~

The letter-writer’s aflertion therefore, ¢ That
«¢ the General was not enabled to begin his opera-
« tions againft Louifbourg early in the Spring,
<« for want of the affiftance of Mr. Holbourn's
¢ fquadron,” is confuted by his own obferva-
tions. .

n~

This
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This affertion appears likewile to be coritrary
to the General’s own fentiments in this point ; for
if he was of Opinion, that it would not have
been fafe for him to have proceeded in the Expe-
dition, when the coaft was clear of French thips
of war (asin fact it was till the 4th day of June),
without the afliltance ot Mr. Holbourn’s iqua-
dron, it feetus impoflible to account for his con-
duét in ftaying at New York, till the latter end
of that month 5 and zken proceeding to Halifax,
after he had certain advice that Mr. Reveff and
Mr. Beaufremont were arrived at Louifbourg,
and that Mr. Holbourn was not got to Halifax ;
in which cafe he certainly run an extreme rifque
of being intercepted in his paffage thither; he
would doubtlefs have either proceeded to Halifax
before the arrival of the French thips at Louif-
bourg, or have ftayed till Mr. Holbourn was got
to Halifax ; unlefs he was prevented by pofitive
Orders not to fail from New York, till the arri-
val of Mr. Holbow = at Halifax, or was not rea-
dy to proceed from thence till the latter end of
June 3 neither of which ought to be prefumed :
tor in the former of thofe cafes, he muft be guilty
of a breach of Orders; and in the latter, of a
moft inexcudable delay in his preparations; which
was not the cale, if we may depend upon our ad-
vices from New York, viz. that his Troops were
actually embarked on board the Tranfports by
the 6th of May.

With regard to the General’s not proceeding
from New York to Louifbourg in April ; if any
doubt was made,whether 6oooT'roops would have
then been a fufficient force for the reduction of

it,
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it, (for which. I think there is no room) might
they not have been ftrengthened with 100c New
England Irregulars, many of whom,. with their
Officers, would have been of fingular fervice,
from the experience they had gained in the laft
Expedition againft Cape Breton ; and if occafion
had required, might they not have been ftill fur-
ther ftrengthened with fome Troops,which might
have been zben {pared from Nova Scotia ?

For my own rart; when the accounts firft ap-~
peared in the prints, that a fecret Expedition was
to be made from New York with 6000 Troops,
(which it was conjectured were deftined againft
Cape Breton) the notion I entertained, that they
would have proceeded tb Louifbourg very early
in the Spring, and landed before the arrival of
the French {quadron there, (as the New England
men did in 1745) was {o ftriking a circumftance

in favour of the Enterprize, that I had no doubt
of the fuccefs of it.

The letter - writer concludes with faying,
That they [meaning the General and Admiral |
are both by this time much better acquainted
with every thing neceflary to the fuccefs of the
Expedition, than any other Commander, who
can be fent out : moris it to be hoped, that
<« Lord Loudoun’s fucceflor, whoever he be, will
¢« have near {fo much influence over the North
Americans ; which is a very material point :
«« I with to God, our minifters faw this matter
<« in the fame light, in which it appears evi-
¢ dently to, Dear Sir, &c.”

(19
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It is not ro be doubted, that the Gereral muft
by kis time be much better acquainted with eve-
ry part of his Majefty’s fervice in North America
from his Experience in it thefe two laft Cam-
paigus 3 but it is poffible, that we may not have
the fame favourable opportunity for making the
conqueft of Cape Breton another year, that we
ad this ; for I don’t think we can abfolutely de-
pend upon what the letter-writer fo pofitively af-
ferts, « That a French Army or Fleet cannot
¢ winter in that inhofpitable part of the world »
[Louifbourg or Canada). That he is miftaken
in the former part of his afiertion, no perfon, who
is in the leaft verfed in the hiftory of this war, can
be ignorant ; for itis well known that the Troops,
which have been fent from France to Louifbourg
and Canada, fince the commencement of it, have
aftually winter’d there ; and that it is not poffible
for a Fleet to do the fame, tho’ there may have
been no inftance of that, feems far from being
certain.

I have been informed, that in 1745, two fhips
of Sir Peter Warren’s fquadron wintered in the
north eaft part of Louifbourg harbour : how-
ever, from the accounts I have heard, of the ex-
pofure of it to the fouth weft winds, the fmall
rife of the tides within the harbour, and the
quantities of ice with which it is generally filled
at that feafon, it would be too hazardous for a
Fleet to attempt the fame 3 but, that a very large
fquadron may fafely winter in Chapeau Rouge
Bay, I believe there is no doubt to be made ; a
French fquadron would indeed lie very much ex-

pofed there to be attacked by our fhips ; and how
far
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far that may be an objeCtion With the Frerich
againft venturing their fhips there; I will not
tzke upon me to fay. I am well affured, that
the late Sir Perer Warren; who had the chief
command at fea in the intendedExpedition againft
Canada in i746, was, from the inquiry he then
made in America, concerning the practicablénefs
of wintérinig a Fleet in the river-St. Lawrence,
fo fully perfuaded of it, that in cafe that Expe-
dition had proceeded, and he had found it too
late in the feafon to have effected it that year, he
determined to winter the fhips under his com-
matd in one of the harbours there, the mame of
which I don’t immediately recolle&.

~ As to the lefter-writer’s propofal, that an
Englifh Fleet deftined for an Expedition againit.
Louifbourg or Canada, fhould winter in North
America, it is, I think, not only praicable but
very advifeable : but I muft differ from him in
what hé fays in his poftfeript, viz. ¢ No Captain
““ of a man of war ought to be confulted about
“ wintering in Halifax ; not one of them will
‘¢ give his vote for it, as there are no public di-
‘¢ verfions there.” For to my knowledge, feve-
ral of thefe Officers have themfelves wintered in
Notth America, and would be very proper to be
confulted 3 nor can I entértain fo bafé an opinion
of thém, as to fuppofe, that they would ever let
their Pleafures comé in competition’ with' the fer-
vice of their King and Country.

The influence, which he obferves, Lord Lou-
doun has gained ovér the North Ameticans, muft
certainly be of great advantage to his Lordfhip,

D and
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and is, as he rightly obferves, a moft materjal
point for a Commander in that part of the world ;
and it muft be acknowledged, confidering what
the evemts of the war in North America have
been thefe zwo laff years, that it is no {mall con-
queit to make over New England men, who,
tillof /ate, have not been accuftomed to fuch mif-
fortunes, and from their general charatter feem
as little formed to bear difappointments of that
kind, asany Subjetts whatever within his Ma-
jefty’s dominions.

I have now, Sir, gone through the examina-
tion of what the writer of the Briftol letter afligns
for the caufes of our failure in this year’s Expe-
pition againft Cape Breton, and his reafons for
it’s being abandoned; but as the General and
Admiral might, for ought we know, give other
reafons for their conduct in this Enterprize, than
what he has difclofed in his letter, and which we
are at prefent upacquainted with, it would be
prejudging  in the cafe, to form a conclufive
Opinion, without hearing thofe reafons,}if any:
fuch there be.

In the mean time I would obferve to you,
that from feveral marks difcernable in the Briftol
letter, the writer of it, whoever he is, appears ta
me, not only to have refided in Halifax at the
time of holding the feveral Councils of war there,
which he mentions, but likewife to have had a
participation in them. His privity to many
things relative to that Council, wherein he fays
the refolution of abandoning the Enterprize was
taken; particularly the unanimous agreement of

‘ ' ' the
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the mémbsets in it, axcepting only one diffenting voté
which eévery - perfon; who is acquainted with the
nature of Councils of ‘war, knows, are matters of
fecrécy; to which none but thé Members and Se-
cretary are made privy; is a circumftance; which
with others, feerh to e plainly to indicate that
he " aflifted in' thofe Councils, or at leaft, that
thofe-circumftances were communicated to -himi
cither by the Secretary or fome of the Members
of the Council. R

‘Upon the whole, Sir; nothing can be more
manifeft, than thae the defign of the Briftol
letter is to apologize for the -conduét chiefly of
the General, though at the expence of the Adini-
Sfers :-and I cannot but obferve; the writer’s be-
ftowing on him the high encomium, which the
Romans did on Quintus Fabius Maximus, viz,

#i CUNCTANDO refiituit rem 5 alluding to the
celebrated inftance of Generalthip, which Fabius
Maximus fhewed in avoiding to come to an en-
gagement with the Victotious Hannibal: This i§
a matter of too delicate a nature for me to en-
ter into a particular examination of, But I
think I may venture to remark one circumftance,
which feems parallel in the ftories of both Gene-
rals, viz. That as the Roman General’s Couns
trymen at firf# faw his conduct in fo unfavour-
able a light that they paffed a public (2) cenfure
upon him ; notwithftanding which; as the Ro-
man hiftorian fays, he (4) obftinately perifted
in it : fo; many of the Britifk General’s Country-

(a) Vid. Liv. lib. 23. cap. 25. 26.
(4) Vid, Liv. lib. 22. cap. 15:

D2 men
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men have long feen kis in the fame light, that
the Romans did at i that of Fabius Maximus ;
notw1thﬂ:andmg which his Lordfbsp has moft ftea:
dily perfevered in it : and as at laft, the Roman
General’s name was 1mmortahzed in Europe by
the effe&, whlch bis delays then had for i’coppmg
the Carthaginians from over-runping Italy, foit
is to be hoped by all well wifhers to their Coun-
try, that the Britith General’s name may likewife
be perpetuated to his honour in North Amerzm,
by the happy effects, which bis memorable delays
to come to action there may have in the end to-
wards hindering the French from over-running
the Britifb Colonies.

I am, &c.

POST-
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POSTSCRIPT.

SINCE finithing my remarks, I find in
the public prints, an extraét of a letter
dated September 15th from on board his Ma-
Jefty’s fhip Newark, Admiral Holbourn Com-
mander, on a cruize off Cape Breton, in
which, it is faid, ¢ we have been cruizing
¢ off the harbour’s mouth ever fince the 20th
* of Auguft with fixteen fail of the line,
 but they (the French] will not come out to
¢ us.” “

As this account, Sir, of the behaviour of the
French fleet appearg to have been fent from on
board the Admiral’s own thip byfome Officer,who
could not be miflaken in it, and it is agreeableto
their former behaviour in fuffering the Admiral
to cruize with five or fix fhips of the line off the
harbour without moleftation, it feemsto put itout
of all doubt,that theTroops mighthavebeen land-
ed on Cape breton without any rifque of the French
Fleet’s coming out to attack Mr. Holbourn; efpe-
cially confidering the intelligence, which the
General and Admiral had received, that the
French crews were very fickly; which intirely
accounts for the behaviour of the French in both

cafes.
i It
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It is agreed on all hands, that fince Mr, Hol-
bourn has been reinforced with the four fhips
laft fent him, the Fremch Admiral has not dif-
covered the leaft difpofition of coming out of the

harbour.

F I NTIS.







