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TuE difficulties that have arifen in the government of
the province of Quebec, and which are likely #ill to
oceur in it, notwith@fanding the beft intentions of thofe
v.ho are intrufted by His Majefly with the adminifira-
tion of affairs there, are fo many and fo great that the
Officers, whom His Majefty has been pleafed of late
to nominate to the principal departments in that Go-
vernment,* cannot look upon them without the greateft
uneafinefs and apprehenfion, and defpzir of being able
to overcome them without the affitance of an a& of
Parliament to ground and juftify their proceedings.
Fwo nations are to be kept in peace and harmony, and

mioulded

* Lieutenant-General Guy Cerlton, {who has heen since
created a Peerof Great Britain, by the title of Lord Dorchester )
was appointcd Lieutenant Governour of the Province of Quebce
at this time, and William Hey, Esq. Barrister-at-Law, was ag-
pointed Chief Justice of the Provinee.
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moulded, as it were, into one, that are at prefent ot
oppofite religions, ignorant of each other’s language,
and inclined in their affections to different fyfiems of
laws,  The bulk of the inhabitants are hitherto either
French from old France, or native Canadians, that
fpeak only the French language, being, as it is thought,
about ninety thoufand fouls, or, as the French reprefent
it 1u their Memorial, ten thoufand heads of families.
The reft of the inhabitants arc natives of Great Britain
or Ircland, or of the Britifh dominions in North-Ame-
rica, and are at prefent only about {ix hundred fouls;
bat, if the province is governed in fuch a manner as to
give fatistadtion to the inhabitants, will probably every
day increafe in number by the acceffion of new fettlers
for the fake of trade and planting, fo that in time they
may equal, or exceed, the number of the French, The
French are almoft uniformly Roman-Catholics; there
were only three Proteftant families among them at the
time of the conqueft of the province; and probably
that number is not much increafed among them, as nc
endeavours have been ufed for their converfion, But,
what is more to be lamented, is that they are violenty
Ligotted to the Popifh religion, and look upon all Pro-
teftants with an cye of deteftation.  This unhappy cir-
cumftance has been, and is ftill Iikely to be, a ground
of enmity and difunion between the old and new inha-
bitants! 'The French infift, not only upon a toleration
of their public wourfhip, but on a fhare in the admini-
stration of juftice, as jury-men and juflices of the peace
end the like, and on aricht, in common with the
Englith, of being appointed to all the offices of the
government.  The Englith, on the contrary, affirm,
that the laws of England made againft the Papifts oughe
to bein force there, and confcquem\y that the native

Canadians,
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Canadians, unlefs they think proper to turn Proteftants,
ought to be excluded from all thofc offices and various
branches of power : and in fome degree they feem to be
fupported in this opinion by a part of the Governor’s
Commiffion; I mean that part which enables him to
call and conftitute a general affembly of the frecholders
and planters of the province; for it is there cxprefsly
provided, that no perfon elefted to ferve in fuch an af-
fembly fhall fit and votc there till he has fubferibed the
declaration againft Popery prefcribed by the Ratute 235
Car. II. which would cffectually exclude 21l the Cana-
dians.

The grounds upon which the French demand a tole-
ration of the Catholic religion, are partly the reafon-
ablenefs of the thing itfelf, they beingalmoft univerfally
of that religion, and partly the ftipnlation made on
that behalfin the fourth article of the definitive treaty
of peace, and which is exprefled in thefe words. ¢ Hix
¢¢ Britannic Majefty on his fide agrees to grant the li-
“ berty of the Catholic religion to the inhabitants of
¢ Canada ; he will confequently give the mott efiectual
“¢ orders that his new Roman-Catholic fubjects may
“¢ profefs the worfhip of their religion, according to the
“rites of the Romifh church, as far as the laws of
« Great Britain permit.”

Thefe laft words, < as far as the laws of Great
Britain permit,”” render the whole ftipulation in favour
of this toleration very doubtful; for it may realonably
be contended, that the laws of England do not at all
permit the exercife of the Roman-Catholic religion.

For in the firft place, thele words {:em to refer to fome
degreeof toleration ofthe Roman-Catholicreligion, alrea-
dy a&tuallyfubfitingin fome parsofeheBritithdominions,
and by virtue of the laws of Great Britain; and if fo,
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they convey no right to any toleration at all, becaufe
no degree of toleration of that religion is already
a&ually allowed by the laws of Great Britain in any

part of the Britith dominions.
2dly, Suppofing thefe words not to refer to any tole=
ration of the Catholic religion now attually fubfifting
by virtue of the laws of Great Britain, but to mean
only fuch a degree of toleration as (though it does not
altually fubfift in.any of the Britith dominions by virtue
of the laws of Great Britain, yet) may fubfft without
a breach of the laws of Great Britain, yet ftill there
will be great reafon to think that the laws of Great
Britain do not permit this toleration in any degree.
For in the firft place, the ftatute of 1 Eliz. cap. i. for re-
floring the fupremacy in ecclefiaftical matters to the
Crown, cxprefsly extends to all the Queen’s future do-
minions, as well as to thofe belonging to the Crown at
the time of making the a¢t. The words of the 16th
fetion are as follows: ¢ Be it enacted, &c. that no
¢ foreign prince, perfon, prelate, &c. {piritual or tem-
¢ poral, fhall at any time hercafter ufe, or exercife, any
““ manuer of power or jurifdi&tion, Spiritual or Ecclefi-
“ aftical, within this realm, or within any other yout
¢ Majefty’s dominions, or countries, that now be, or
“ hereafter shall be, but fhall be clearly abolithed out of
¢ this realm, and all other your highnefs’s dominions
¢ for ever.” And in the next feétion, all this ecclefi-
aftical jurifdiétion, or fupremacy, is united and annexed
for everto the Crown. It is clear thercfore that the
King is, by thelaws of Great Britain, fupreme head of
the church in the province of Quebec, as well asin
England itfelf. Now it is the very effence of Popery,
that the Pope, and not the King, is fupreme in all fpi-
ritual matters,  Confequently this effential artiele of
Popery
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Topery cannot, by virtue of the ftipulation in the defini-
tive treaty, be tolerated ; but all appeals to the Pope,
all exercifes of ecclefiaftical authority in Qucbee, by the
Pope, or his legates, or auy other perfon commiffioned
by him, all nominations to benefices, or to the bithop-
rick of the province, (which is a power the Pope has
hitherto exercifed, at leaft fo faras to approve the bithop
before he entered upon the funétions of his office) muft
now be illegal and void.

But this a& goes a great deal further; for it requires
all ecclefiaftical perfons whatfoever, and likewife all
lay-perfuns holding temporal offices, or employed iu
the fervice of the Crown, and likewife all perfons hold-
ing lands of the Crown, and doing homage for them, ta
1ake the oath of fupremacy to the Quecn, or her fuc-
ceffors, under pain of lofing their bencfices, or temypo-
ral offices, &ec. and this not onlv in the realm of Enz-
land, but inany of the Queen’s highuef<’s dommions.
So that by this part of the aét, allthe Canadian clergy,
and a great part of thelaiety, might be regnired to take
the oath of fupremacy, winch itis well known the moft
moderate Catholics cannot take, it being contraryto the
fundamental article of their religion 5 for the difference
between the moderate Catholies and the mnore furious
and zealous Papifis, who are moflly guided by the Je-
fuits, confifts principally in this circumftance, that
the latter afcribe to the Pope an vulimiuted power in
temporal us well as {piritual matters, and affirm that
he may depofe kings, and abfolve {ubjects from their
allegiance, and do other the like extravagant mifchiefs,
whereas the former denv his temporal, and acknowledge
only his fpiritual fupremacy.

It is true indeed, this oath of Supremacy is taken
away by the (tatute of 1 Will.cap.8.. But another fhorter
oath of Supremacy, containing a mere denial of the

Spiritual,
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‘Spiritual, or Ecclefiaftical power of the Pope, or any
other foreign Prince, and which is therefore equally
contrary to the fentiments of all Roman-Catholics, is
appointed to be taken in its ftead, and by the fame
perfons, and under the fame penalties, as before.

It appears therefore, from the ftatute of 1 Eliz. cap.
i. alone, without confidering any other of the laws
againft Popery, that the exercife of the Popifh religion
cannot be tolerated in the province of Quebec, confift-
ently with the laws of England ; and confequently that
it cannot be tolerated there at all by virtue of the ftipu-
lation of the definitive treaty above-mentioned, becaufe
that ftipulation has an exprefs reference to the laws of
England.

Further by the next aft in the ftatute-book, or fiat.
1 Eliz. cap. ii. for the uniformity of common-prayer
and fervice, it is enaéted, ¢ That every minifter of a
¢¢ parith-church, &ec. within this realm of England,
¢ Wales, and marches of the fame, or other the Queer’s
¢ Jominions, thall be bound to ule the book of com-
‘“ mon-prayer, and fhall ufe no other fervice, under
¢« pain of incurring certain heavy penalties.”

By this a&t, the mafs is prohibited in all parifh-
churches in all her Majefty’s dominions.

This a& does not indecd fay exprefsly, as the former
does, that it thall extend to all her Majefty’s dominions
that hercafter thall be, as well as thofe that at prefent
are, belonging to the Crown of England. But therc
1s reafon to believe it meant fo ; or at leaft there is room
for doubt. And, if itdocs mean fo, the malsis prohi-
bited by it in the province of Quebec.

Upon thefe reafons we may conclude, that the exer-
cife of the Catholic religion cannot, confiftently with

the laws of Great Britain, be tolerated in the province
of Quebec,

Yet
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Yet that it thould be tolerated is furely very reafona-
ble, and to be wifhed by all lovers of Peace and Juftice
and Liberty of confcience.

By what authority then fhall it be tolerated ? this is
the only queftion that remains. Shall the King alone
undertake to tolerate it? will it be advifeable that he
fhould exercife, though for {0 good an end, a power of

. difpenfing with the laws? will it not give room to a
thoufand cenfures and odious refleétions and compari-
fons ? The authority of Parliament feems to be a much
fafer foundation to eftablith this meafure upon, in a
manner which neither the new Englith inhabitants of
the province can conteft, nor the French Catholics
fufpect to be inadequate.

The next great difficulty that occurs, is the fettle-
ment of the laws, by which the province of Quebec of the
is for the future to be governed. The law upon this Lavs.
fubject feems to be this; 1ft, That the laws of the con-
quered continue in force till the will of the conqueror
is declared to the contrary; this follows from the ne«
ceffity of the cafe, fince otherwife the conquered pro-
vinces would be governed by no laws at all. =zdly,
That after the declaration of the will of the conqueror
the conquered are to be governed by f{uch laws as the
conqueror fhall think fit to impofe, whether thofe are
the old laws by which they have been governed before,
or the laws by which the conquerors are governed them-
felves, or partly one, and partly the other, or a new
fet of laws different from both. gdly, That by the
congueror is to be underftood the conguering nation,
that is, in the prefent cafe, the Britith nation; that
confequently by the will of the conqueror is to be un-
derflood the will of the British nation, which in all
matters relating to legiflation 1s exprefled by the King

and
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and Parlianient, asin all matters relating to the execu-
tive power it is exprefled by the king alone; that
thercfore the Parliament only have a power to make
Taws for the province of Quebec, or to introduce any
part of the laws of Great Britain there, or to delegate
fuch a powcer of muking or introducing laws to any
other hands, nutwithitanding it may bappen that in
falt fuch a power may inadvertently have been delega.
ted to the governor and council of the province by a
privaie Inftrution of the King alone. For, if the con-
trary doftrine were true, that the King alone had the
whole Jegiflative puwer in - the province of Quebec, it
would follow, that not ounlyall the conquered Cana-
dians, but all the new Englifh fettlers there, would be-
come slaves, or fubject to an abfolute and arbitrary
government, the moment they fet their foot there.
The King might introduce the fevereft laws, and moft
cruel punithments, the inquifition, the rack, and the
wheel, and might make all his fubje&s there, both old
and new, tenants at will of their lands and other pro-
purty, and tax them in any degree whenfoever he
thought ft. He might Leep a flanding army there,
withoat confent of Parlianient, and raife money to pay
them by his ewn authodity 5 and with fuch an army, a
prince of James [1d’s. difpofition, might opprefs the li-
bertics of the tiier a 41 eolonies, or even of Great
Criain it Thfe ore dreadful confequences, but
foliow cleariv from fuch a dedtiine; for which reafon
the dactrine 1l ought not to be maintained. The
other opinion, thut the conquered people, when once
ceded to the Crown of Great Britain, are thereby ad-~
mitted to be Britih {uhjedts, and immediately intitled
to participate of the liberties of other Britith 'i'ubje&s,
and are thercfore to be governed according to the rules

of
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the Limited Monarchy of Great Britain, by which the
executive power is vefted folely in the King, but the
power of making laws and raifing taxes in the King
and Parliament, is a much fafer and more reafonable
opinion.

It is therefore to be withed, that an a& of Parliament
might be obtained that at once declared what laws
thould take place in the province of Quebec, whether
the laws of the conquered, or the laws of Great Britain,
or {ume of the laws of the conquered, and some of the
laws of Great Britain ; or whether any other laws fhould
be introduced there, more peculiarly fitted to the cir-
cumftances of the province; and, if any, then what
laws fhould be fo introduced: Or, if this detail be
thought too troublefome for the Parliament to enter
upon, and their informations concerning the ftate of
the province fhould be deemed to be as yet too imper-
fei to enable them to go through fuch a bufinefs with
propriety, then itis to be withed that an aét of Parlia-
ment may be obtained, by which fuch a legiflative
power of making laws and ordinances for the good
government-of the province mizht be delegated to the
Governor and Council, a3 has been already excrcifed by
them by virtue of an Tnfiruction from the King alone.
By fuch a dclegated parliamentary authority, they may
enquire 1nto the ftute of the Canadian Jaws and cuftoms
already in force there, and may revife them and reduce
them into writing, and enalt fuch of them as fhall be
found beneficial to the province, and fit to be continued,
and may introduce fuch parts of the laws of England
as thev fhall think to be for the advantage of the
province ; and likewife, as occafion offers, make fuch
other ne + laws and regulatious as fhall be neceffary for
the goed gevernment of it: Andin fo doing they will

: have
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have a ducregard to the heads of advice {uggefted by
Mr. Attorncy Yorke, and to fuch other intimations
and inftruftions as the government fhall think proper to
communicate to them. And, left this legiflative power
fhould beabufed, or injudicioufly executed, by the Gover-
nour and Council, there might be a claufe in the a& ot
Parliament dire&ing them to tranfmit thefe feveral Laws
and Ordinances to the King and Privy Council in Eng-
land, to be by his Majefty in Council allowed or difal-
lowed, as his Majefly fhall {ee caufe. Only they fhould
be in force till difallowed, and, if not difallowed within
a certain time, (as, for inftance, two years,) they thould
then be in forec for ever, unlefs repealed by a&t of Par-
hament, Laws and Ordinances founded on fuch a par-
hiamentary anthority will eafily find obedience from the
people, which it 1s to be feared no others will ; and the
Judges of the province will carry them into execution
with ten times as much fpirit and confidence as if they
were doubtful of their legal validity.

Suppofe a eriminal in Canada to be guilty of an
cifence that is capital by the laws of England, but is
not fo by the laws of Canada that have hitherto been
received, (a fupnofition that is no way difficult, as the
eriminal Iaw of England abounds with capital offences)
m what manner fhall fuch a man be punifhed, unlefs
there 1= a pariiamentary declaration determining the
punifiment that fhall attend his erime; Could any
feficr authevity warrant the infliGtion of death for fuch
acrime? Orwould any Judge chule, though he fhould
be fure of never being called to account for it, to pals
fuc a fentence without this higheft anthority ? But, i.
the punithments of crimes be fettled by authority of
Perlzment, whether immediately by the Parliarent it-
A or medively Ly ordinances made Ly the Governor

and




2u ! Council of the province, by virtue of a legiflative
auci.ority commuurcated to them by aét of Parliament,
the judges wvill Le under no other difficulty what punifh-
ments to infli&k upon the leveral eriminals that come
before them, than they are in Great Britain itfelf,

Some perfons are ot opinion, that the laws of Great
Britain do at once take place in a conquered provisce,
without any authoritative introdu&tion of them, either
by the King, or the Parliament. But this opinion feems
deftitute of foundation, and is {ufficiently refuted by the
advice of the learned Mr. Yorke; His Majefty’s Attor-
ney-General, who has advifed that the Cavadians thould
bepermitted toretain their ownLaws, relatingto Inherit-
ances and the Alienation of their real eftates, which
would be impoffible without an aét of Parliament for
that purpofe, if the whole fyftem of the Laws of England
did ipso facte become the Law of the province upon its
being conquered, or ceded to the Crown. Indeed, the
whole {vftem of the Laws of England, taken in the
grols, and without a feleétion, would be by né means
a blefling to the Canadians. The game-laws, the
poor-laws, the fi€tions and fubtleties in various forts of
actions and convevances, the niceties arifing from the
doétrine of ufes, and the tedious and operofe inftru-
ments founded on them, would really be a great misfor-
tune to them ; and, from their novelty and ftrangenefs,
would be thought to be a much greater. This Doétrine
therefore of the inftant validity of the whole mafs of
the Laws of England throughiout the conquered province
cannot be true.  And if the whole fyftem of thofe laws
is not valid there, then certainly no part of them can
be fo. Forif they are, then who fhall diftinguifh which
ot them are valid there, and which are not?

It may thercfore be concluded, as at firft, that none
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of the laws of England are valid in the conquered pro-
vince ipso facto by virtue of the conqueft, or ceflion,
without a pofitive introdu&ion there by a fufficient au-
thority: and this fufficient authority feems, for the
reafons already mentioned, to be only the Paliament of
Great Britain.

The next great difficulty that calls loudly for the in-
terpofition of Parliament, is the low flate of the Revenue
of the province of Quebeck. Under the French govern-
ment this Revenue amountedto about thirteenthoufand
pounds p.r annum, but is now funk to lcfs than three
thoufand. The caufe of thisis the change in the courfe
of trade ; by which means it falls-out, that thofe taxes
which formerly produced the principal part of the reve-
nue, do now, though ttill in force, produce nothing at all.
The principal of thofe taxes was a duty uvpon French
wines, which were imported there from old France in
great quantities, Thisfingle duty produced 8oocl. a year;
now it produces nothing, becaufeno wines are allowed
to be imported there from old France. Nor would it
be replaced by an increafe of the confumption of Spa-
nith or Portuguefe wines, fuppofing the tax might be
conftrued to extend to thofe wines; for the Canadians
do not like them, and will not drink them. From a
like caufe, another duty which formerly made a confi-
derable part of the publick revenue, which was a duty
upon French brandies imported from old France, and
French rums imported from the French Weft-India
iflands, now produces nothing at all. From thefe
canfes the Revenue is funk fo low that it is infufficient
to defray the expence of the civil government, though
the eftablifhment of itis fo very moderate, It is there-
fore become neceflary, either for the treafury of Eng-
land toiffue a fufficient annual fum to make good the

falaries
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Talarics of the fcveral Officers of the Government, or-that
{fome new tax fhould be impofed upon the inhabitants,
in aid of thofe which by reafon of tacfe accidents have
failed, fufficient for all the purpoies of the Government.
Andif thislatier method fhould beadopted, itisprefumed
that the authority of Parliament will be the proper pow-
er to have recourfe to, that there may be n9 colour or
pretence for contefting the legality of the taxes fo im-
pofed. This power aho the Parliament micy exercife,
cither immediately itfelf by impofing a tax upon the
province of Quebeck this veryfetlion before the Parlia-
ment rifts, or it may delegate to the Governuur and
Council a power to impofe fuch taxes as they fhail find
neceflary for the fupport of the Government, fubjré,
as above, to the difallowance of the King and Privy
Ccuncil, in order to prevent abufes, and with proper
claufes of Reftri&ion and Appropriation of the money fo
raifed, in order to preven: a mifapplication of it, either
by the Officers of the province, or at home.

If the Parliament thould think proper itfelf to lay a
tax upon the province, Information has been received
from perfons well acquainted with the flate and trade
of the province, tliat Britith fpirits would be the com-
medity that could beft béar a duty, and would produce
the beft revenue; that there are annually imported into
the province about 250,000 gallons of thefe {pirits, and
that they might bear a duty of three-pence a gallon,
without hurting the trade, but not more; and this
would produce about 3o0ci. a year.

The malicious and defperate enemies of an upright
and popular Adminiftration, may perhaps traduce fuch
a meafure as inconfiftent with their late indulgent con-
du& with refpeét to the other American colonies in the

late repeal of the flamp-act. Bpt the difference of the
zZ2 cales
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¢afes is too ftriking to make such a calumny in the
leaft degree forinidable. The other American colonies
have internal legiflatures of their own, who have bcen
permitted, ever fince their firft eftablifhiment, to be tlte
affeffors of all their internal taxes ; and, as ticy had not
abufed this privilege with which they had been fo long
indulged,—and furiher, as their excrcifing this privilege
feemedtobe nowavprejudicial to the mother-country,——
it feemed to have becu a harfh and ungracious meafure
in the Parliament, by the advice of the late miniftry, to
revive and cxert a dormant and inherent richt of taxing
them; which, however, the whaole Parliament, excepting
a very few members of both houfes, have Lighly de-
clared themfelves to be pofleffed-of.  But the Cana-
dians have nn fuch internal legiflature, no fuch ufage of
taxing themfelves by reprefentatives of their own chuf-
ing.  Unlefs, thercfore, they have the fingular privilege
of uot being liable to be taxed at all, thev muft be lable
to be taxed either by the King alone, or by the King
and Parliament ; and the milder of thefe two opinions
is, that thev are taxable by the King and Parliament,
Thofe therefure who fhould promote the taxing them by
anthority of Parliament, would a& like the trueft friends
to civil liberty, and with the fame {pirit of mildnefs
and moderation that conducted them in the repeal of
the ftamp-act,

If it fhould be faid, that the province of Quebeck
ought to have an Affembly in the fame manner as the
other American colonies, and that the taxes ought to
be impoled by the confent of fuch an Affembly, it will
be futficicnt for the prefent purpofe, andto fupport the
meafure, here fuggefted, of taxing them by authority of
Parliament, to anfier, that as yet no fuch Affembly
has been conflituted: and till an affembly is ereed,

whether
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whether that time be fhort or long, the fafeft and miid-
cft method of impofing taxes is to do it by authority of
Parliament.

As to the ere@ing an Affembly in that provinee, it is
a meafure which probably will not for fome years to
come be found expedient. If an affembly were now to
be conflitnied, and the direions in the Governour's
Commiflion, above alluded to, were to be.wblerved, by
which none of the members ele€ted there are to be per-
witted to fit and vote in the Affembly till they have fub-
fcribed the declaration againft Poperv, 1t would amount
to an exclufion of all the Canadians, that is, of the
bulk of the fettled inhabitants of the province. An Al
fcmbly fo conftituted, might pretend to bea reprefenta-
tive af the people there; butin truth it weuld be a re-
prefentative of only the 600 new Englith fettlers, apd
an infirament in their bands of domineering over the
90,0z0 French.  Can fuch an affembly be thought juft
orexpedient, or hkely to produce harmony and friend-
fhip between the two nations ? Surely t muft have #
contrary effedt.

On the other hand, it might be dangerous w: thefe
early days of their fubmiflion, to admit the Canadians
themfelves to fo great a degree of power. Bigotted, as
they are, to the Popith religion, unacquainted with,
and hitherto prejudiced againft, the laws apd cuftvns of
England, tbey would be very unlikely for fome years
to come, to promote fuch meafures as (hould gradually
introduce the Protetant religion, the ufe of the Englith
language, or the fpirit of the Britith laws. It is more
probable they would check all fuch endeavours, and
quarrel with the Governour and Council, or with the
Fnelith members of the Aflembly, for promoting them.
Add to this, that they are almoft univerfally 1znorant
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of the Englith language, fo as to he abfolutely incapa-
ble of debating in it, and confequently muft, if fach
an Affembly were ere@ed, carry-on the bufinefsof it in
the French language; which would tend to perpetuate
tha: language, and with it their prejudices and affec-
tions to their former mafters, and poftpone to avery
diftant time, perhaps for ever, that coalition ot the twor
nations, or the melting-down the French nation into
the Englifh in point of language, affetions, religion,
and laws, which i1s fo much to be wifhed-for, and
which otherwife a generation or two mnay perhaps effeét, ”
if proper meafures are taken for that purpofe. And
further, it may be obferved, that the Canadians them-
felves do not dcfire an Affembly, butare contented to
be proteéted in the cnjovinent of their religion, liber-
ties, and properties, under the adminiftration of his
Majefty’s Governour and Council. If, to give a proper
ftability to this mode of government, it is carried-on by
authority of Parliament, and is properly fuperintended,
(as no doubt it will be,) by the wifdom of his Majefty’s
Privy-Council, they will think themfelves extremely
happy under it. The perfons who moft defirc the im-
mediate conftitution of an Affembly, are fome of the
fix hundred Englith adventurers, who probably are am-
bitious of difplaying their parts and eloquence in the
chara&ers of leading Aflembly-men.

But, if an Aflemblyis to be conflituted, even this too.
had better be done by a& of Parliameat than by the
King’s fingle authority, as it 1s no lefs than fevering
from the general body of his Majefly's dominions a
particular part of them, with refpe& to the purpofes of
making laws aud impofing taxes. Could the King, if
he thought proper, and a particular County of England
was to defire it of him, fever that County from the

o reft
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refl of England, and no longer fummon any of its
members to-Parliament, but, inftead thereof, conftitute
alittle Parliament in that County itfelf, that fhould make
laws and lay taxes for the inhabitants of that fingle
County? Tt is prefumed that he could not: and the
erecting an Aflembly in a conquered province is an a&
of much the fame nature, It is true indeed, that fome
of the American Charters and Aflemblies owe their rife
10 this authority: but this was in the reigns of the
STuARTs, who were fond of extending their Preroga-
tive; and, on account of the inconfiderablenefs of the
colonies at that time, thefe things were then unnoticed;
fo that they do not prove the ftrict legality of the prac-
tice. Sincethat time thefe Charters have been put in
prattice by the Colonies, and acquiefced-in by the
mother-country, and in fome meafure recognized in
Parliament ; and this ufage, acquiefcence, and recog-
nition, are in truth their beft fupport.

Bat, if an Affembly is to be conftituted, in which the
Catholicks or Canadians are to be admitted, (as in juft-
ice and reafon they ought to,be, if any affembly at all
is to be ere&ted) the authority of Parliament feems to
be ftill more neceffary to give validity to fuch a meafure.

For the reafons that have been juft now mentioned,
it feems evident that the mealure of ere@ing an Affem-
bly in the province of Quebeck is fomewhat premature.
How foon it will become expedient and proper, Expee
rience only can fhew. But in the mean time, however
fhort that time may be, it feems neceffary to have re-
courfe to the authority of Parliament for fettling the
government of the province, and removing the difficul-
ties that obftruct that fettlement in the three great arti-
cles of Religion, Law, and Revenue. It is therefore

the humble requeft of all the gentlemen who have lately
Z 4 been
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appointed to the principal Offices in the government of
Quebeck, to his Majefty’s Minifters of State, that they
would ufe their influence and endeavours to procure
fuch an a& of Parliament as the:- thall, upon the whole
matter, think to be neceffary, to remove the difficultics
that have been ftated, and to enable the faid gentlemen
to adminifter the government of that province in their
feveral departments, with fecurity to themfelves, and
advantage to the province.
Signed,

Perhaps an a& of Parliament to the following pure

port might anfwer the intended purpofes.

A fketch of an a& of Parliament for tolerating the Ro-
man-Catholick religion in the provinceof Quebeck,
and for encouraging and introducing the Protefiant
religion into the faid province, and for fetthng the
Laws, and augmenting the publick Revenue of the

fame,
CHAP. 1.

Concerning the Toleration ¢f the Roman-Catholick Reli-
gion, :

WHaEREAS it has been humbly reprefented to the
King’s Moft Excellent Majefty, by His loyal and faith-
ful fubjeéts, the French inhabitants of the province of
Quebeck, that they are, for the moft part, members of
the church of Rome, and are, from motives of confci-
ence, moft earneflly defirous of a permiffion to continue
in the fame church, and to worfhip the Supreme Being
according to therites and ceremonies thereby prefcribed,
and have alledged that they conceive themfelves to have
fome reafonable claim to {uch permiffion and indulg-

gnce,
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ence, not cnly from the innate goodnefs and clemency
of his Majefty’s difpofition, which iuclines him at all
times to fhew himfelf a tender father of all his people,
and the gencrofity, which always aQuates the Parliae
ment of Great Britain, to co-Eaperatc with his Majefty
in all fuch his gracious purpofes, but from a ftipulation
made in this behalf in the fourth article of the laft de.
finitive treaty of pcace concluded at Paris, in the year
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-three
which is contained in thefe words: ¢ His Britannic
¢ Majefty, on his fide, agrees to grant the liberty of the
¢¢ Catholick religion to the inhabitants of Canada. He
“ will confequently give the molt eflvctual orders that
¢ his new Roman-Catholick fubjucts may profefs the
¢ worfhip of their religion, according to the rites of the
¢ Romith church, as far as the laws of Great Britain
f¢ permit.” And whereas certain doubts have arifen,
and may arife, whether the laws of Great Britain will
permit the exercife of the Roman-Catholick religion in
any degree, even in the remotelt dominions of the
Crown of Great Britain: and whereas His Majefly and
the Britith Parliament judge-it to be reafonable in the
prefent cafe to grant a toleration of the exercife of the
faid Roman-Catholick religion throughout the faid pro-
vince of Quebeck, both onaccount of the almoft univer-
fal prevalence of that religion among the French inha-
bitants of that province, and the fhipulation in that be-
half made in the definitive treaty of Paris, as is above
méntioqed; yet not without fuch refirictions as may
prevent the ill confequences that might otherwife follow
from fuch indulgence: IT IS THEREFORE ENACT-
ED, by his faid Moft Gracious Majefty, by and with
the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- _
Poral, and the Commons, inParliament affembled, that Zf:;?;'{‘;’f
1t
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it fhall and may be lawful for the Curates and Vicars,
and other priefts belonging to the feveral parifhes in the
Province of Quebeck, to celebrate the mafs, and to ad-
minifter the {facraments of the church of Rome, and to
perform all the other funé&ions of the prieftly office,
according to the rites and ceremonies of that church;
and that it fhall alfo be lawful for any of the inhabitants
of the faid province to attend the mafs, or other Roman-
Catholick offices of religion, without any hindrance or
moleftation ; any law, flatute, or cultom, of England
to the contrary thercof in any wile notwithftanding.
And, to the end that the {faid Roman-Catholick inha-
bitants of the faid Province of Quebeck may be under no
neceflity, or temptation, to keep-up a correfpondence
with Old France, in order to be fupplied with Roman-
Catholick priefts to officiate in their feveral parifh-.
churches, npon the feveral vacancies which may haps
pen by the deaths of the prefent Incumbents, IT IS.
HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED, that it fhall and
may be lawful for the Governour,or Commander in chief,
and Council of the faid Province, to tolerate and licence
by an ordinance made and publithed for that purpofe,
fuch and fo many of the Seminaries already eftablifbed
in the {aid province for the education of perfons intended
for holy orders according to the church of Rome, as
they fhall think fufficient to fupply a proper number of
the faid Pupith priefts for the fervice of the Roman-Ca.
tholick inhabitants of the faid Province. And the faid
Governour, or Commander in chicf, and Council of the
faid Province fhall have power by new Ordinances to
toleratemore, or fewer, of thefeSeminaries, as occafion
may require.
And, to the end that the perfons that dedicate tliem-
felves to the fervice of the church, according to the rites .
of
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of the Romifh religion, may be enabled to receive Epif-

copal Ordination, according to theforms of that church
without going to Old France, or any other Roman-Ca-
tholick country of Europe, for that purpofe, 1T IS
HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED, that it thall be
lawful for His Majefty to appcint from time to time,

by letters-patent under his great feal of Great Britain,

or to impowerthe Governour, or Commander in chief,of

the fatd Province, to appeint, by letters-patent under

the feal of the Province, a Bithop, or Superintendant, of

the Roman-Catholick clergy of the faid province, with

fuch reafonable falary, net excceding the fum of four
hundred pounds fterling a vear, as Iiiz Majefty, by the

advice of his Privy Council, fhall dircét, to have and

to hold the faid office ot bithop, or fuperintendant of the
Roman-Ca holick clergy, and the revenue thereto an-

nexed, durne his Majelty’s pleafure.

Alfoitishercby provided, thatthe Governour, or Com- Governonz

mander in chicf, of the faid Province of Quebeck, thall ! bre

sent to
prefent ail the Roman-Catholick priefis to the feveral all the

churches.
parith-churches, whenever they become vacant; and the
Bifhop, or Supcrintendant, thall, upon fuch prefentation,
inflitute them to the fame.  And it hall be lawful for
the faid Governour, or Commander in chief, to prefent
to the faid churches, and for the faid bithop to inflitute
thereto, any of the Jefuits, or other monks, now belong-
ing to any of the monafteries, or religious houfes, in the
faid province of Quebce. But no other Jefuits, or monks
of any other religious order whatfoever, befides thofe
that are now in the faid province, and no fecular
priefts whatfoever, but fuch as were, or thall hercafter
he, educated in the Canadian Seminaries, fhall be capa-
Lle of being prefented, or inftituted, to any of the faid

churches,
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Alfo it is hereby further provided, that the Governour
and Council fhall have power to regulate, as often as they
think proper, by Ordinances made for that purpofe, the
feveral Seminaries which they fhall think fit to tolerate
and licenfe, as aforefaid.

Alfo itis further provided, that it thall be law/ul for.
the Governour and Council to prohibit,orreftrain, inany
wanner they think proper, the carrying-about the Hoft
in procetlion through the ftreets and publick highways,
by an Ordinance made and publithed for that purpolc,
and to confine the exercife of the Romifh rcligion to
churches and private houfes, in order to avoid giving
offence and fcandal to the Englith inhabitants and
others of the Proteftant religion.

Alo it is further ¢cnacted, by the authority aforcfaid,
that it fhall and may be lawful for the aforcfaid Roman-
Catholick bifhop, or fuperintendant, and likewife for
all the Roman-Catholick priefls, fo as aforefaid tolerated
in the faid province, to enter into the holy flate of ma-
trimony, if they fhall fo think fit, without incurring
any damage, cenfure, or difability, ecclefiaftical or
temporal, whatfoever; any canon, rule, law, or cuf-
tom of the Romifh church, to the contrary thereof in
any wife notwithftanding. And the children arifing
from fuch marriages fhall be, and be dcemed, legiti-
mate to all intents and purpofus.

And, to the end that the Roman-Catholick clergy
thit are hercby tolerated may have a reafonable main-
tenance fuitable to their office and charaéter, IT IS.
FURTHER ENACTED, that the fame legal profits
and dues, whether they be glebe-lands or tithes, or of
any other kind whatfoever, that belonged or were pay-
able to the Roman-Catholick priefts of the feveral pa-
rifhes in the time of the French government, and might

then
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then have been recovered by procels of law, in auy

Court either fpiritual or temporal, and were not mere
voluntary donations oroblations, fhall ftill belong to the
faid Roman-Catholick priefts, and be paid to them by the
Roman-Catholickinbabitantsof theirrefpe&ive parifhes,
and the payment of them by fuch Roman-Catholicks
fhall be enforced by procefs of law in the Court of the
Chief Juftice of the province, by fome (hort and conve-
nient fuit to be appointed for that purpofe by the Gover-
nourand Council of the province, by an Ordinance made
and publithed by them for that gurpofe. And, in
order to prevent unneceflary difputes concerning thefe
profits and ducs, the faid Chief Juftice of the province
thall enquire by the oaths of twelve, or more, Canadian
houfe-keepers of good reputation inevery parifh through-
out the province, what thofe legal profits and payments
were in the time of the French government, and fhall
transmit a written account of the fame to the Governour
and Council of the province, who fhall thereupon caufe
them to be printed.  And two copics of the faid printed
litts of the faid profits and dues {lall be preferved, the
one among the records of the Council, the other among
the records of the Court of the Chief Jullice, aud fhall
be deemed authentick evidence, on all future occaﬁons,
of the dues of the clergy in the feveral parifhes of
the said province.

And turther, whereas it can be in no degree neceflary
to the free exercife of the Roman-Catholick religion in
thefaid province of Quebeck, that the Cathedral or Col-
legiate-churches of deans and chapters, or the religious
focicties of monks and nuns, thould be permitied to
continue, and, as therc is reafon to apprchend that the
continuance of them might prove detrimental and bur-
thenfome to the faid province, IT IS THEREFORE

HEREBY
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HER"BY FURTHER ENACTED, that all fuch
members of any Cathedral or Collegiate churches, or
religious focieties, as think proper to cep -t from them
and refign their rights to any profits [rom them, and
ceafe to be members of them, whether they be Deans,
or Prebendaries, or Canons, or other mewbers of any
Cathedral or Collegiat. churceh, or monks, or nuns, or
ether mem' v of anv rilizious fociety or monaftery,
fhall be at full Libeiy o -lepart therefrom, whonfoever
they thin'. fit: anv cultom, lao. or Fatate of fuch
Cathedral or Co¥t- -iate church, or rcligrus focicety, or
any canon, rule, 'a <, or cultom of the Romifh religion,
to the contriry hereof in anywife notwithitan "ing.

Alfo it fhall be lawful for any of the faid Deans, or
Prebendaries, or Canouns, or other members, of any
Cathedral or Colicglate church in the faid province of
Quebeck, and forany Abbot or Prior, Abbefs or Priorefs,
monk or nun, or any other member of any monaftery
or religious housc in the faid prevince, to enter into the
holy ftate of matrimony, if tiey thall think fit foto do 3
any law, canon, or cuftows of the Romifh religion to
the contrary thereof in any wife notwithftanding,  And
the faid muarriazes thall be valid, and the iffue of them
legitimate, to all intents and purpcfes whatfoever.

All fuch of the faid perfons as eater into the holy
flate of matrimony fhall be decmed to have therchy de-
parted voluntarily from the Cathedrsl, or Collegiate
church, monafiery, or rlisious houfe, to which they
belonged, and to have r-noanced all their connection
therewith, and all theirright to any profit arifing from
them.

Alfo it is hereby provided, that no new members be
admitted hercafter into any of the faid Cathedral or Col-
legiate churchies or menafleries, or religious houfes

but
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but that thofe who are there already, and defire to con-
tinue there, be permitted fo to do during their lives;
and that after the death, or marriage, or voluntary de-
parture, of all the members of all the {aid Cathedrals or
Collegiate churches, monafteries, or religious focieties,
their houfes, lands, revenues, and goods of every kind,
moveable and immoveable, fhall be taken into the
King’s hauds, and make part of the publick revenue of
the Province ; and that in the mean time the flipends
‘of fuch members of the faid Cathedral or Collegiate
churches, monafteries, or religious houfes, as either die,
ormarry, or voluntarydepart from the faid churches or
religious houfes, fhall not accrue to the furviving or re-
maining members of the {uid focieties, but fhall be 1n-
mediately taken into the King’s hands, and make a part
of the said publick revenue of the Province.

Alfo, to the end that the Roman-Catholick inhabit-
ants of the faid province may, by the free exercife of
their reafon, and the light of the holy gofpel, be con-
verted from the errors and fuperftitions of the church of
Rome, to the profeffion of the true Proteftant religion;
IT JS HEREBY FURTUER ENACTED, that it {hall
be lawful for all the inhabitunts of the faid province,
Roman-Catholicks as well as Proteftants, to read the
books of the Old and New Teftament in the French or
Englifh language, orinany other langnage whatfoever,
any canon, rule, or cuftom of the Romith religion, to
the contrary hereof in anywife notwithffanding. And
no prielt fhall infliét any ecclefiaftical cenfure, or pe-
nance, upon any Roman-Catholick inh:bitantof thefaid
province for fo doing, upon pain of being imprifoned
for a year, upon an indi@iment and conviétion thercct
before the Chief Juftice of the province.

And,
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And, whereas there is great reafon to hope, that, by
the pious examples and exhortations of perfons that
profufs the Chriftian religion in greater purity, and by
the free perufal of the holy feriptures, many of the
French inhabirants of the faid province that now profefs
the Roman-Catholick religion, may be converted from
the errors and fuperflitions there f 1o the beliet of the
true Proteffant relicion s upon which moft defirable
event it will be reafensite that they fhould have places
of publick woithip 9 refurt-to, and sainitters of the Gol-
pel to perform divine forvice to them, and that fuch
minifters {icald have a proper seward for their pious
Iabours: IT IS HIRLLY FURTHYE.. ENACTED
that, if, upon any viooaney of o parith-church by the
death of a Roman Catholicl: Tn umbent, a fourth part,
or more, of the inhubitants that are houlekeepers n
the faid parifh, or, in ca’e there are more than four-
fcore houfekeepersin thie find parifh, if twenty, or more,
of the faid hoelckeeners, thall prefent a petition to the
Gorvernour, or Commander i chief, of thefaid provinee,
fetting-forth that thev are |

rotettants, and that they are
defirous to bave a Proteltaoe punifter amony them, to
perform diviue fervice, and excrcife all the tunétions of
the miviftry among them, and praving the Governour to
apprint them fuch a miniiter, it thall in fuch cafe be
lawfulfor the faid Governour,or Commander inclicf, of
the faid provinee, to nominate and 2puoint to fach va-
cant charch, a Proteftant miuitter of the Gofpel by
letters-patent under the publick fual of the provinee, to
hoid the {aid office of a Proteftznt aninifier of the Gofpel
for the (id parith during his wataral life, ortill he fhall

acceptlone other benefice,which. thall inﬁ:-mtl_y Wa e oS

“app ruiment to the furmer benefice void,  Andthe ad

Governou?
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Governour,or Commander inchief, thallat the fametime
prefent, as abovementioned, a Roman-Catholick prieft
to the fame church for the benefit of the Catholick inha-
bitants of the faid parifh. Aundall the tithes and other
dues that are to be paid by the Proteftant inhabitants
of fuch parifh fhall be paid by them to the faid Proteft-
ant minifter, and fhall be recovered by him, by procefs
of law in the fame manner as they might have been re-
covered beforeby the Roman-Catholick prieft of the fuid
parih.  And all the tithes and dues that are to be raid
by the Roman-Catholick inhabitants of the faid parifh,
thall be pail to the Roman Catholick prieft of the faid
province. And the glebe-lands, and other profits of
the church that do not arife from payments of any kind
made by the inhabitants of the faid parith, hall be di-
vided between the Roman-Caiholick prieft and the Pro-
teftant minifter of the faid parith, in proportion to the
numbers of the houfekeepers that profels the Popith
and Proteftant religions, at the time of filling-up the
vacauncy of the church in the manner hereby prefcribed,
And this divifion of the profits of the church between
the Popifh prieft and theProteflant miniferthall bemade
by virtue of an Order inwriting from the {faid G wernour,
or Commander in chicf, made for that purpofe under
his hand. And this Order of the Governour, or Com-
mander in chief, {hall be final and fhall be deemed to
kave afcertained the proportion of this divifion beyond
ali litigation.  And upon fuch appointment of a Prote(i-
ant minifter to any vacant church, though a Romifh
pricft be prefented thereto at the fame time, all relicks,
1n:ages, pi€tures, and crucifixes, and other fuperftitious
orpaments, fhall be removed from the faid church, in
confequence of an Grder to be made by the Governour,
ar Commander in chief, for that purpofe, in writing

2 A and
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and under his hand.  But they may be kept by the
Roman-Catholick prict of the faid panfly, in fome con-
venicat place 1o be provided by him and the Roman-
Catholick inhabitants thereof forthat purpofe ; and may
be broughtinto, and placed in, the faid church, during
the time of divine {ervice, as often as occafion thall re-
guire, but fhall at the end of fuch fervice be again re-
wmoved thereout. Ant the fuid Governonr, or Com-
manacr iy chict, mav caufe bis faid order to be inforced
in fuch a manner a- to him fhall appear moft cffeétual
and expedient,

Alfuatis hereby further ena@ed that, if, upon any
vacancy of a parifh-church in the fuid province by the
death of the Popiihy pricft thereof, it fhall appear to the
Governour'>{utisf>&ion, thatthree-fous th parts,or more,
of the inhabitauts that are Lounfckeepers in the faid pa-
rith, are Proteftants, he {hall not prelent any Doman-
Cathelick prieft to the faidchuarch, bot fhall only appoiat
a Preteflant minifter thereto. And the faid Proteftant
minitler fhall receive and eniey 3}l the profits of the-
fardchurch.  And in this cale theGoverneur, or Com-
mander in chicf, of the faid province, fhall take erder
that all the veleks, images, pictores, and crucifices,
zud other fuperfiiticus ornuments o' fuch church, flall
Ee removed from the faid church, to be never more
fet-vp therein, and thall be either defiroyed or cthorwife.
difTolcd-of, as the faid Governour fhall think 6,

Alfu it is hereby further enated, that ajl the Riman-
Catholict pricfls vow inthe poficflion of any churches
in the fud provioce, fhall take 1he following cath of
sllegiance to his Maji iy, appointed by the fatoie of,
1 Geo Locip. 13 to \\it! “ILAE, do fincerely pro-
“ pale and fwear, tLat 1 will be fs.0.ft] and bear true
“ legiance to his Majefiy King Georze, S¢ Lelp me

“God”
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God.” And this oath they fhall take, either before the
Governour and Council, or the Chief Juftice of the pro-
vince, or {uch other perfon or perfons as the Governour
and Council thall, by an ordinance to be made and
publithed for that purpofe, impower to adminifier the
fame unto them.  And upon refufal to take the faid
oath, they that betathanddy deprived of their refpe@ive
benctices iu the ehurch, and (hall be incapable ever after
of bemg preiented to any benefices in the faid province.
And the Governour {hall, as foon as conveniently may
be, prefent another prieft to the benefice thereby be-
come vacant.

Ana this oath the Governour, or Commander in
chief, is hereby required to adminifter, or caufe to be
adminiftered, toall the faid pricfts with all convenient
expedtition,

Alfo the aforefaid Roman-Catholick bithop, or fuper-
intendant of the clergy, f{hall take the faid odth of ailes
giance before he can exercife anv of the funflions of the
faid office.  Andif he fhall refule fo to do, being re-
guired thereto by the Governour, he fhall thereby lofe
his faid office of bithop, or fuperintendant, and fhail
be incapable ever after of holding that effice or any
other benefice or employmeuntin the church during his
life.

Alfo all the Roman<Catholick priefts that fhull here-
after be prefented to any of the churches in the faid
province, fhall, before fuch prefertation, take the faid
niih of allegiance. Otherwife their prefentation and
inftitution to any of the faid churches fhall be void.

Alfo it fhali be lawful for the Governour, or Com-
mander in chief, of the faid provinéQ, to requite all
Deansand Prebendaries, or Canous, or other members
of any Cathedral or Collegiate church, and likewife all

242 fuperiors

7



They mny
Bikewrw b
reqaned o
avure the
iemporil
DEAVOT of
the Pope.

Neavpeals

o Floae,

wperiors of any feminaries, and all Jefuits or other
mouks, or other members of any religious houfe, to
take the faid oath of Allegiance. And if they refufe
fo to do, their pluces, offices, and profits in fuch
churches or focicties, fhall immediately be void an:l
ceafe, and they fhall Be expelled from fuch focieties.
Alfo 1t (hall be lawful for the fuid Governour, or
Commiander in Chicf, to require the 1.4 Bithop, or
Suncriniendant, aund all the Roman-Catholick prieftz
of the feveral churclies in the faid Provines, both thofe

that are now n rolef

T cn of the faid charches, and

thofle that thall hereaficr be prefented to them, and
Liewitfe all the deans and prebanrlaries, or canons, or
other niembers of any cathedral or collegiate church,
wid avi the Jefoits and other monks, and other mem-"

1

versefrelrar as bouls in the faid Provinee, to take

atto the Lillowinr outhy being the firlt part of another
N

vappuiuted to be taken by the aforefaid fiatute of
¥ Geofoeap. 1o to wag, <41, AL B, do fwear, that I
©di s my Licut abhor, detet, and abjure, as im-
Coptoas et heretieal, that dunanable do&rine and po-
“ fion, that princes excommunicated or deprived by
Sl Popes or any acthority of the fee of Rome, moy

= he depoted or mardercd by their fulijects, or any

¢ other whatloever, 8o hielp me God,”  And tho!-
vhoy, Leine requirad to take this oath, fhall refufe fo
to do, fieall incur the fame penalties as have been above
appoicted for refolli ) to take the aforefaid oath of Alle-
giance. .
Alfortis herby furthior ena@ud, that no appes
thall be wads in o matter whatfoever, fpiritual or
temporal, ariling w the fiid Province, 1o the Pope or
Bifhop of Rome, or 11 anv other foreign avthority
v hatlever s and that no jurifdiction, {piritual or tem-

poral,
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-poral, (hall be exercifed by the faid Popé, or by any
- of his legates, or by any other perfons commiflioned by
him in the faid Province of Quebeck, under any pre-
tence whatfoever.  And no bulls, or difpenfations, or
inftruments of any kind, founded on the autbority of
the faid Bifhop of Rome, or on any other foreign au-
thority whatfoever, fhall be brought into the faid Pro-
vince. And whofoever fhall bring into the faid Province
any fuch bulls, difpenfstions, or other inftruments,
founded on fuch foreizn authority, and whoever thalj
exercife in the faid Province any legantine or other au-
tharity derived from the fuid Bithop of Rome, fhall,
upon indi¢tment and conviction thereof betore the
Chicf Juftice of the Province, be punithed by confisca-
tion of all his goods and chattels, and imprifonment at
the difcretion of the Court, and, if he be a fecular
- prieft, by lofs of all fuch bencfices as he inay have in
the church, and an incapazity of holding any ever after. Churches
maybe as-
And, to the end that the officers of the civil govern- signed for
- ment of the {aid Province, and the officers and {oldiers :;:;[:'Ezeof
of the army that are quartered there, and the Englith f":‘fs{)“"“"
merchants and fettlers, and other Proteftant inhaliitants
thereof, may be immediately accommodated with con-
venient places of publick worthip, 1T IS HEREBY
ENACTED, that it fhall be lawful for the Governonr,
or Commander in Chicf, of the faid Province, to caule
* fuch and fo many of the churches already built in the
- {aid Province, as he fhall think proper, to be prepared
for the fervice of God according to the fimplicity of the
Proteftant religion, by removing out of them all relicks,
images, pi&ures, and crucifixes, and other fuperfti-
tious ornaments, and to order divine fervice to be pers
formed therein at {uch hours, and by fuch Proteflant
minifters, as he fhall think proper to appoint, And

343 the
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the Romith prieft, and other Roman-Catholick inhabi-
ants of fuch Parithes, may at other hours of the day
not interfering with thofe annointed for the Protefiant
fervice, perform and attend divine fervice there accord-
ing to the rites of the Rom'fh religion, and may at thofe
times, if they think proper, replace in the faid church-
es the faid images and other church-ornaments, to con-
tinue there during the time of fuch divine fervice, bnt
no longer ; and, afier fuch fervice is endud, they fhall
remove them to fome convenient place to be provided
by them for their reception and prefervation.

And whereas it is probable, that many other regula-
tions may be found neceflary by perfons refiding in the
faid Province of Quebeck, and well acquainted with
the ftate thereof, for encouraging and introducing the
Proteftant religion in the faid Province; and others may
become neceflary hereafter as occalions and circumse
ftancesshallvary : In order therefore that ail fuch regula-
tions may bemade from tinie to time with due attention
andexpedition, IT [S HEBEBYFURTHERENACT-
ED, that it {hall be lawful for His Majefty’s Gover-
nour, or Commander in Chief, of the faid Province of
Quebeck, by and with the confent of the Council of
the faid Province, or a majoritv thereof, to make fuch
laws and ordinances for the toleration ol the Roman-Ca-
tholick, and for the fettlement andencouragement of the
Proteftant, religion, as to them thall feem moft fitted for
thofc purpofes.  And the Ordinances fo made fhall be
tranfimiited to His Majefty with all convenient expedi-
tion, to be by his faid Majefty confidered and examnined
in his Privy-Council, and to be allowed or difallowed
as his Majefty, by the advice of his faid Council, fhalire=
solve. And, if foch Ordinances are allowed by His
Majefty, they fhall be valid Lawsuntil they are repealed

by
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by fomc fubfequent a& of Parliament. Andif they
are not difallowed by Iis Majefty in Council within
“the fpace of three years, they fhall likewife be vahd
laws until they are repealed by fome fubfequent-at of
Parliament.  And further, they fhall be binding from
the time of their being made and publifhed in the Pro-
vince, and fhall not become void, in cale of a difailow-
ance, till the arrival of fuch difallowance and the pub- -
heation of 1t by the Governour.

CHAPD. II.

Concerning the Settlement of the Laws in the said Fro-
’ vince of Quebeck.

AND whereas it is abfolutely neceflary for the wel-
fare and good government of the faid Province of Que_
beck, that a fyftem of Laws thould be eftablifhed therein
upon a folid and inconteftable foundation ; And whereas
it may not be convenient to impofe upon the inhabit-
ants of the faid ’rovince the whole body of the Laws
of England at once, and thereby intircly over-turn all
the Laws and Cuftoms bywhich the French inhabitants
of the faid province have hitherto been governed, and
to which they are much devoted, nor on the other
hand to leave all the faid old Laws and Cuftoms of the
faid Province in their full force without any alteration
whatfoever ; IT IS THEREFORE ENACTLD, by
the King’s Moft Excellent Majefiy, by and with the
advice and confent of the Lords fpiritual and temporal,
and the Commeons in Parliament affembled, that it
fhall be lawful for the Governour, or Commander In rovernour
Chicf, of the faid. Province, by and with the advice 2% coun

cil sha®
244 and
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have pawer and eonfent of the Council of the fuid Province, or the.

t m Lo

Lawsforthe 11 °jority thereof, to ingnire into revife, and examine
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the Laws and cuftoms that have heretofore prevailed in
the faid Provitce, andto enact by Ordinauces made
and puththod for that purpofe, fuch of the faid laws
and cufioms as they fhall julee to be fit to be conti-
nued, aad to mmake fuch alterations and reformations
thereof as they thall think rewfonable, and tointroduce
fuch parts of the Laws of Eng and, and to make fuch
naw Laws and regulations, as they fhall judge to be
conducive to the welfare of the inhabitants of the faid
Province, and the honour”of the crown of Great
Britain,

Aud to the end that this great, but neceffiry, rower,
thus delegated by the Parliament of Great Brizan to1he
faid Governvur and Council of the faid Province of
Quebeck, may not beeonie detrimental to the faid Pro.
vince by any abufe, or injudicious exercie, thereof by
the faid Governour and Council, it is herchy further
provided, that the Ordinances madc hy them by virwe
thereof, be tranfmitted, as foon as they are made, to
His Majefly in Council, in order to be there examined
and fully coufidered and fina'ly allowed or difallow ed,
as His Ma,ctty, with the odvice of Lis faid Council,
fhedl think fit. But they fhall be binding on all the
inhabitants of the faid Province fiom the time they are
pafled, unul Fiis Majcliy’s difullonance arrives in the
Provitce, andis made publick by the Governour and
if they are not difallowed within three years, they fhall
no longer be fubje& to fuch difallowance, but fhall
continue to be valid Laws until 1hey are repealed or
altered by fomie fubfequent a& of Parliament,

CHAP,
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CHAP. IIIL

Concerning the Publi:k Revenue of thé Province of
Qucbeck.

AND whereas the publick Revenue of the Province
of Quebeck did in the Thne of the French gnvernment
amount t> about thirteen thoulund pounds flerlng a
vear, bat now s reduced to about three thoufund jounds
fterling a year by varioas caufes, one of which is that
fiace tue conquelt of the faid Province by the Broofh
arms no Foeuch wines have been imported into the fud
Province frem Cld Frauce, which in the fine of the
F.each governament ufed to be stuported thiber in Juch
qnantities, that the duty impofcd and levied cn the
faid wincs, ulid, one year with another, toamount to
no Iefs than eight thouland pounds a ycar; And,
w hereas certain donbts and difliculties have arifen, and
nuiy arife, whether certain other profits of the Crown
and duties on various kinds of goods which wereenjoy-
ed by the Croan of Fiance, and levied and puid m the
time of the French governmernt, fhould itll of rght
continue and belong 1o the Crown of Great Biitam,
and he levied and paid as heretofore 3 And, whereas, if-
all the faid profits and dutics were fully enjoyed and
paid as heretofore, vet fhiil the publick Revanue of the
fa.] Province vould fall very fhort of what it wazin the
time of the French gnvernment : In order thercfore to
remove the faid doubts and diffculties, and Likewife to
reflore the publick revenue of the faid Province to fuch
a_condition as may be fufficient for defraying in a pro-
per manner the expence of the Civil Government there-
of, IT'1S CECLARED AND ENACTLD by the
Zing’e Moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the advice

and
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and confent of the Lords fpiritual and temperal, and
the Commnns in Parliameat affembled, that all fuch
piofits of any kind whatever as were cojoyed by the
Crown of France at the time of the conqueft of the faid
Province bv the Britifh arms, fhall now belong, and ot
right onght to belong, to, and be enjoyed by, the Crown
of Great Britain, and that all fuch duties upon auny
commodity of any kind ¢xported from, or imported in-
to, the faid Provinee, as were levied and paid to the
ofiicers of the Crown of France at the time of the faid
conqueft, fhall now be levied and paid, and ought of
right to be levied and paid, to the officers of the Crown
of Great Britain; and further, that a duty of three-
pence for every gallon be paid upon all Britifh fpirits of
every kind imported iuto the faid Provinee either from
Great Britain, or Ireland, or the Britith Weft-India
iftands, or any other of the Britith dominions whatfo-
ever, unlefs it fhall be found and adjudged by the Go-
vernour and Councii of the faid Province, upon a care-
ful inquiry and perufal of the edi&s or ordinances of
the French King whereby the feveral duties on goods
imported into the faid Province were impofed, that
Britifh fpirits imported into the faid Province were lia-
ble to pay a duty under the French government ; and
in that cafe the inhabitants of the faid Province fhall
now pay the fame duty as they were liable to pay under
the French governmeut immediately before the break-
ing out of the lalt war between the two Crowns -of
Great Britain and France, provided that the said duty
does not excced thiee-pence for every gallon; and, if it
does exceed tiree-pence for every gallon, they fhall pay
only three-pence a gallon and no more. And in the mean
time, and till it s declared by the Governour and
Counci! what the duty on this commodity was “under

the
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the Freuch government at the faid time of the la@
breach between the two nations, the faid duty of three-
pence for every gallon on ail Britifh [pirits imported in-
to the faid Province thall be patd.

And it is hereby further cnadted and provided, that Publick

it thall be lawful for the Governour, or Commander in
Chicf, of the faid Province, by and with the advice
and confentof his Council, and according to Ordinances
to be by them made and publifhed from time to time
for that purpofe, to ilre warran:s under his hand to the
Recciver-general of the publick revi nue of the faid Pro-
vince to pay fuch fums. a; by fuch Ordinances fhall be
¢ppointed, to the perfous appoiited therein to receive
the fame,l('or purpofes relating to the government and
publick weltare of the Province; fuch as building
or repairing barracks for {oldicrs, building or rcpair;
mg churches for the ufe of the Proteftant inhabit-
aots of the {aid Province, affigning falarics, or other
fewards, to fuch Proteftant miniders as labour zealous-
ly and fuccelsfully in the convertion of the Roman-Ca-
tholick inhabitants of the faid Province to the Proteftant
religion, and'ere&ing {chools for teaching the Englith
language, building or repairing fortifications or other
ufcful publick buildings, widening or repairing publick
roads and nighways, and the like ufeful purpofes re-
lating to the faid Province of Quebeck.  But it fhallin
no cafe be lawful for the faid Goveruour, or Comman-
der in Chief, to iffue warrants for the payment of any
part of the publick Revenue of the faid Province, nor
for the Receiver-general, or any other officer, of the
;Revenue in the {aid Province to pay, by virtue of fuch
warrant, or of any other order whatfoever, apy part of
the faid publick Revenue of the Province, 1o any perfon
pat ;cﬁaiigyg in the faid Province, nor for any purpofe

d whatsoever
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~htfoeverbut fuch ashall be exprefled in an Ordinance
of the Governour and Council niade and publithed for
that purpofe, excepting only the falaries and fees ol
the Governour and other civil officers of the govern-
ment of the faid Province 2&oally refiding in the faid
Province,
Osdinanecs Al it is further ena Yed, that 21 Ordinances of every
.I«)l tl.));slll%:- kind, whether for i%uing meney, making or introduc-
Persons
W ek

e fiane ! by the G overiour, or Commander in Chief, and

ins laws, or any other purpofes whatfoever, fliall be

the majority of the invmbers of the Cnuncil prefent at
the time of making them.  And thefe oviginal draughts
of the ordinances fo fimned {hall be kept among the

records of the Council.

The forezoing Troct and Sketch of an aét of Parlia-
ment were drawn-up by me at the defire of General
Carleton, (the Licutenant Governour,) and Mr. Hey,
the Chict Juftice, of the Province of Quebeck 5 and a
few copies of it were printed for the infpection of the
Marquis of Rockingham, and Mr. Dowdefwell, (the
Chancellor of  the Exclicquer,) and General Conway,
{the Secrciary of State,) and Mr. Charles Yorke, (the
Attorney-Coneraly) and Mr. De Grey, (the Sollicitor-
General,) and others of his Mujety’s fervants, who
were likely to takuva part in procuring for them an aét
of Parliament to be the ziound of their proceedings in
the Scttlement of the Government of that Province, 1f
fuch a meafure had Loen thonght advifeable. But no
copies of it were publifhed, or fold. Nor had either

General
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General Carleton, or Mr. Hey, carefully read and ex-
amined every claufe in the foregoing fketch of an Act
of Parliament for the foregoing purpofe, and given a
deliberate affent to it; but they thought that, fuch as
it was, it might be fufficient to point-out to his “a-
Jefty’s Minifters the feveral important fubje@s which
they wifhed to have detcrmined, by the authority of
Parliament, before they entered upon the difcharge of
their feveral offices in the Province 3 and the Miniflers
might alter and modify the propofed fketch of an A&
of Parliament in the manner they thought proper,
before they brought it into Parliament.  But Mr.
Yorke, the Attorney-Gencral, was not inelined to bring
the fubjett into Parliament; and the other fervants
of the Crown adopted his opinion, and accordingly no
bill of the kind here deferibud was brought into Yur-
liament. The reafons for their refufal to employ the
Authority of Parliament in this iwportant and difficule
hufinefs, T do not know: but T conje€ure that ar
might be, pardy, from the fear of cozaging in violent
debates, that might arife from the fubje&t, on the ex-
tent of the Power of the Crown over esnquered and
ceded territories, and the ofleét of the mere conqueft
and ceffion of them as to the continuance, or dilcon-
tinuance, of the old Laws that hud prevailed m them
before the conqueft, and the right of mtroducing into
them either atl, or some, of the lavws of England ; and,
if only fome of them, then dciermining which fhould
be fo introduced, and which fhould not,—and ustowhat
degree of indulgence ought to Lie fhiown to the Homan-
Catholicks in the faid Province, and whether the
Popifh religion shonld be only to/erited there, by per=
mitting the Roman-Catholicks of the Province to
attend Mafs and all the Sacraments and Ceremonices of

the
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the Church of R, or to enjov and practice fhe
worfhip preferibed by that Re'igion, (which is all that
is granted to them by the Caprtulation of the Province
with Sir Jeflery Amberft, in September, 17605 and
by the Treaty of Peace between France and Fneland,
concluded at Paris, in Fibruary, 1763,) or whether the
faid Popifh religion flould ! e not only tolerated in the
faid Province, but e/ullisled there, by gning the
Romith Pricits that ofiiciate in the Province a legal
right to demand their tubes, and other antient dues,
by Law, and tosue for them in the Courts of Jullice;
which has fince been enalt d by the Quebeck-zct of
the vear 1774, thoughit had been afked by the French
General, the Murguis dv Vawdreuil, in the Capitula-
tion of September, 3740, Lut refufed Ly the wife and
cautious Englith General, Sir Jeflery dmbherfl ;—and
whether it wou'd be expedient to permit a Popifh
French Rifhiop to go into the Frovinee, though the
Province had done without one for fix vears, or, cver
fince the Surrender of it to General Amherfty 11 1760
the former Freneh Bithop baving died a Lule hefore
that cventy (all which {ubjects might have affrded
matter for long and warm debares in Purliaments)
and, partly, from anr opinien, that they themfeives
aere not likely 1o continae long in the great Offices
they then held; which opinion was but too well
grounded, as they were ramoved from them about
three months after, in the month of Julvy, 1766.
They might, allo, perhaps, think it prudent s
cb'ain more  accurate inforinations concerming the
ftaic of the Province, in various important points;
fuch as the number of Englith ftlers there; the
number of the French or Canadians, and their inclina-
tions and qualities ; the number of the Pricits, *anks,

and
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and Nuns; the number of the parithes and the values of
the tithes; the fize and valucs of the feveral Scigniories,
and the annual profits of them ; and many other fuch in-
terefting particulars ; before they drew-up a plan to be
prefented to Parliament for fettling their Laws ard
Government. But the two former reafons feoin {utl-
cient to account for their unwillingnefs at that time to
bring the fubje&t before the Parliament,

Whocver reads the foregoing fketch of an A& of
Parliament with attention, cannot fail to obferve thut
the perfon who drew it up was defirous of introducing
by gentle means the Proteftant religion amongft the
French, or Canadian, inhabitants of the Province:
and he may, in confequence, be fomewhat furprized
that it fhould contain a elaufe for permitting a Roman-
Catholick Bifhop to be fent into the Province, and to
exercife his Epifcopal fun&tions there; wbich feems
more likely to prevent, than to encourage, the con-
verfion of the Roman-Catholicks from Popery to
the Proteftant Religion. To remove this furprize, I
muft inform my readers that I found that a refolution
had been alrcady taken by his Majetty’s Minifters of
that time to permit a certain Roman-Cathulick Prieft,
who had long refided in the Province of Gacbeel.
(though he was not a native of it, but of the Provinc:
of Britany in Old France,) to come from Quebeck to
England, in the winter of the foregeing year, 17655
and to go-over to the North of France, in the month of
Jauuary, or February, 1766, in order to be eonfecrated by
some Bifhops in France, as Bihop of Quebeck 3 which
ceremony of Confecration was (13, I was told,) per-
formed at the City of dmiens in Picardy. And it
was agreed amongft the King’s Minifters of that time,

that he fhould be permitted to return to Quebeck W
ths
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the fprinz of the lame vear, 1773, to exercife his Epif-
cop.d fuinctions 1 the Provinee, as Bifh-p of Quebeck.
His name ws G'ivi ¢ Briand, or Olizer Briand ; and
he was a weli-wiz . come’v, man, of zhout 571 vears
ofage, of ey and a_recabls nanners, and faid to be a
muairof fuberamdegalar liv, and unimpeachad imorads.
And he accordingly went to Quebeck in the faid
fering of the vear 1766, and lived there many years
1 ilie execaf of lisoldice of B fhop of Giichieck 3 but,
as I »m informed, has been dead now feveral years,
ant bas been tuccecded by another Popith Bithop.
INow, asthis meadd we of permitting Mr. Oliver Briond 1o
sotu Caeberk, o the chiaracter and fation of a Bifhop,
and to exeraife his Epifeopal hmﬂmns there, was
sbeewlv azread-to by Lis 2ujefiy’s Minitiers, I thought
1 beiter to have e done up':n]y bv the Supreme Au-
thoity of Parlicaens, than privately and alimwoft clen-
t!«:ummy, by the moe connivance of the Minifters of
Rtate, i oppetton ta the above- mentiond, important,
and fandumentaly Swtate of Cucen Llzabeth, which
proficlits all excreile of the Pope’s aurthoiity, or of
any antuority derteed from the Tore, (15 that of a
Popiin Bifliap oz expreisle)) nstonly in the Kinodow

of Laclud e, wnd he doininions then Lcloneine

to the Crown, but du oll the dominions that thould
belg to the (Qm‘.\'n in ey future tines.  Aud this
muft be iy exonle for infertine i the foresning fketch

of an Act of Parlinmes

it the Claufe for permitting a
Popifhy fathep 0 exereite his Epifeopal funétions in
the Ty ovinee 0 Quelieck. Tory as for the meafuce
AL ¢ ol poreaiing a Topith Bifhop to refide there,”
Iicver could tporeve of ity nor, if [ had been one of
his Mulefr."s Liinttors, whiole confent had been necef-
fary i+ iUs ouric, would Tever have confented to it.
I Lave
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I have juft now faid, that this permiffion to Mir.
Briand, to refide in the Province of Quebeck, as
Bithop of the Diocefe, was given only by the connivance
of his Majefty’s Minifters of ftate of that time, becaufe
T never could find that there was any patent, or warrant,
under his Majefty’s Signature, or any of his Seals, that
gave him the title of Bifbop of Quebeck, or, authorifed
him to ordain Priefts, or execute anv one of his Epif-
copal fun&ions, but only an inftruttion either to the
Governour or the Recetver General of the Revenue,
(1 forget which), in which he is called Super-intendant
of the Clergy, with an order, (if I remember right,)
to pay him the moderate fum of 200l. a year, for his
fupport.  And, perhaps, the unwillingness of his
Majefty’s Minifters to have this meafure ¢ of permit-
ting a Popith Bifhop to refide in the Province,” pub-
lickly difcuffed, might be an additional reafon to the
two already mentioned, for their not chufing at that
time to bring the fettlement of the Laws and Govern¢
ment of the Province under the confideration of Par-
liament.

I was told at the time, by Mr. Fowler Walker, (a
Barrifter at Law, who pra&ifed with fuccefs and repu-
tation in the Court of Chancery, and, who was well

acquainted* with the then ftate of the Province of Que-
beck,)

« This Gentleman had been employed, by the agents of
several of the English and Scotch merchants that were settled
in the Province of Quebeck, in drawing-up and conducting
their complaints to the King in his Privy-Council, against the
late Gencral James Murray, (then Captain-General and Go-
vernour in Chief of the Province of Quebeck,) for several acts
done by him in his first office of Military Governour of the

Province, as Commander in Chief of the Troops that were
22 quartered
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beck,) that this permiflion, thus granted by connivance,
to Mr. Oliver Briand, to return to Quecbeck, in the
charaéer of Bithop of the Province, was obtained
from his Majefty’s Minifters of State at that time, and
particularly from the Marquis of Rockingham, (who
was confidered as the principal Minifter,) by the in-
fluence of the late celebrated Mr. Edmund Burke, who
was at that time his Lordhip’s private Secretary, and
who had then acquired, and ever after retained, a very
great degree of his confidence. And I am much in-
clined to believe this to bave been the cafe. For, other.
wile, it feems fomewhat furprifing that, that refpet-
able Nobleman, who, had been placed at the head of
the Whig Party, and had been earneftly folicited and
preffed, by the then Duke of Newecafile, (who thought
himfelf too old to return again into that a&ive and
important ftation,) to accept the Office of Firft Com-
miffioner of the Treafury, almoft againft his will, and
who, therefore, might be fuppofed to entertain the
fentiments that had always heretofore been profefled
by that party, and confequently to have confidered
Puopery and Slavery as the two grand obje@s of fear
and abhorrence to all true Englith Patriots, againft

quartered in it, during the years 1761, 1762, and 1763, and of
some few acts done by him afterwards in his second office of
Captain-General and Governour in Chief of the Province, in
the years 1764 and 1765, which they alledged to be illegal and
injurious to them; and by his conversations with these agentz
and with the merchants of Londun who were the correspondents
of the said complainants, concerning the grounds, and proofs,
and circumstances, of the Acts complained-of, he had acquired
a more intimate knowledse of the state of the Province, and all
that was done and doing in it at that time, (han any other
person thit 1 theg conv . rsed-with, F. M.

tha
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the retarn of which, into the Laws and Government
of the Nation, it was their daty to provide by every
poffible precaution; — I fay, it feems very fur-
prifing, and almoft unaccountable, that the great
Leadcr of the Whig Party, fhould have confented to a
meafure fo different from the former meafures of that
Party as this permiffion of a Popifth Bithop to exercife
his Epifcopal funftions, in the now Englith Province
of Quebeck, in dire& opp: fition to the above-mentioned
Suatute of the firft vear of Queen Elizabeth. But the
influence of Mr. Burke over .he Political conduét of
this worthy Nobleman is faid to have beea almott ur-
bounded,

And, here, perhaps, it will be afked, How came
Mr. Burke to give fuch advice, dnd intereft himfelf
fo much in fupport of Popery? was he not himfeli a
Proteftant, and had he not always been edurated in
the Proteftant Religion ? or was there any truth ina
report that was frequently nientioned in converfation;
and even publithed in News-papers, concerning him,
namely; that he had been educated in a College of
Jefuits, at Saint Omer’s, in Flanders ; and afterwards,
when come to Man’s eftate, had quitted the Church ot
Rome, and adopted the Proteftant religion, the better
to advance his fortune in the world ?—In anfwer to
thefe guettions, I muft declare that I believe he was
educaced in theProteftant religion, and always conti-
nued in it, and that the report of his having been
educated in a College of Jefuits, at Saint Omer’s, i
Flanders, was entirely groundlefs. And of this I am
the more affiired from havipg had in my pofleffion for
a year, or more, about three years ago, a fet of Letters
of Mr. Burke, in his own hand-writing, written for the
moft part, in the year 1748, when he was only twenty

B2 vears
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vesrs of age, and when he was still a ftudent in Trinity
College, in Dublin; which he could not have been,
unlefs he had been a Protefiant. The greater part of
thefe Letters were written to a young friend of nearly his
own age, of the name of Shackl/eton, who was the fon of a
refpe@able Proteftant School-mafter to whom Mr. Burke
had beena {cholar beforehewas removed to the Univerfity
of Dublin. The letters arc written in a ftyle of cor-
dia! friend{hip and afleétion for his correfpondent, and
relate moftly to claffical learning and fine writing, with-
out any mention of the Roman.Catholick religion ; and
they fhew that Mr. Buike at that time waszmbitious
of making a fizure in the world as an elegant writer of
Moral Effays, or Periodical Papers, fuch as the Spec-
tator and the Guardian, after the example of Mr. Ad-
difon and Sir Richard Steel.  And, indeed, it appears,
that he and one, or two, of his young friends at Dublin
College, did actually fet-up a periodical paper of that
kind in Dublin, but which was not continued for more
than a few months. Thefe letters were lent me by the
reverend Dr. William Hales, D. D., rector of Killesan-
dra, in the bithoprick of Mecath, in Ireland, and were
afterwards returned, according to his direction. They
contain nothing very curious, or interefting, that
might make it of importance to publifh them; but
they do honour to Mr. Burke’s memory, as they fhew
him to have been a friendly, open-hearted, well-dif-
pofed young man, with an ardent love of elegant learn-
ing, and a laudable defire of diftinguishing himfelf in
the cultivation of it: and they prove, beyond a doubt,
the falfehood of the story of his having been educated
at the Jefuit’s College of St. Omer’s. But it is, ne-
verthelefs, certain, that Mr. Burke, in the fubsequent
part of his life, became (though not perhaps a papift,) a

great
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great Philo-papist (if I may be allowed to ufe that ex-
preffion, ) or favourer and prote¢torof Papifts, and a great
enemy to all the Laws both in Great-Britain and Ireland
that had been made from time to time to prevent them
from renewing their repeated attempts to deftroy the
Government in both countries, to which the prin-
ciples of their religion continually excited them : for
that was the only ground upon which any of thofe
reftraining and difabling A&s of Parliament had been
paffed. And Sir Richard Mufgrave, in his faithful
Hiftory of the feveral rebellions in Ireland, informs us,
in page 35, that, the firft publick proof of this favour-
able difpofition of Mr. Burke towards Popery, was
given by him in the year 1762, or the fecond year of
the reign of his prefent Mujefty, when Mr. Burke
was 34 years of age, and had bcen married for {ome
years to an excellent and amiable young Lady, who
had been educated in the Roman: Catholick Religion.
Sir Richard fpecaks with fo much candour of Mr.
Burke, and with fo much refpeé for his uncommon
talents and attainments in Political knowledge and
wifdom, that I fhall here infert all he fays upon
the fubje&, and even the whole Seéion of his work
in which he fpeaks of him, which, is intitled, “Origin
of the White Boys.”

B2 % QRIGIN



“ORIGIN
oF

THE WHITE BOYS.”

An Extract from Sir RicHARD MUSGRAVE’S
Memoirs of the Different Relellions in Ireland,
bages 52, 33, 34, 46.

< In the year 1759, and under the adminiftration of
the Duke of Bedford, an alanming fpirit of infurgency
appeared in the South of Ireland, which manifefted it
felf by the numerous and frequent rifings of the lower
clafs of Roman-Catholicks, dreffed in white uniforms,
whence they were denominated white-boys ; but they
were encouraged, and often headed, by perfons of their
own persuasion of some coufideration. They were
armed with guuos, fwords, and piftols, of which they
plundered the proteftants, and they marched through
the country, in wilitary array, preceded by themufick of
bag-pipes, or the founding of horns, In their nocturnal
perambulations, thev enlisted, or prefled into their
fervice, every perfon of their own religion, who was
capable of ferving them, and bound them by oaths of
fecreey, of fidelity, and obedience to their officers ; and
thofe officers were bound by oaths of allegiance to the
French King, and Prince Charles, the Pretender to the
Crown of England; which appeared by the confeffion
and the information of several of the infurgents, fome
ef whom were convited of high treafon, and various

othey
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other crimes. The pretext they made ufc of for rifing
and affembling was, 1o redrefs the following arievances :
The iHegal enclofure of commons, the extortion of
tythe-prottors, and the exorbitant fees enalted by their
own clergy, though it appeared that they were deeply
concerned in encouraging and fomenting them, in the
commiflion of outrages.

¢ They committed dreadful barbarities on fuch per-
fons as hefitated to obey their mandates, or refufed to
Join in their confederacy ; they cut~out their tongues,
amputated their nofes or ears; they made them ride
many miles in the night on horfeback, naked and
bare-backed ; they buried them mnaked, in graves lined
with furze, up to their chins; they plundered and
often burned houfcs ; they houghed and maimed cate
tle; they feized arms, and hories, which they rode
about the country, and levied money, at times even
in the day. I fhall refer the reader to Appendix, No. L.
for their defigns and praétices.* They refombled the
modern defenders in every refped, except in the title
which they affumed ; and their objet was exaltly the
fame, that of fubverting the conftitution, and fepar-
ating Ireland from England, with the affiftance of
France.

¢ Thefe micreants bccame fo formidable in many
parts of the Provinces of Leinfter and Muntfter, that
many laws, which T fhall explain in the fequel, were
cnaéted for their fuppreflion.

¢ In the year 1762, the Marquis of Drogheda was

<% There is a gross misrepresentation of these Iusnrgents in
the Encyelopedia Britannica, under the tideofIrcland, printed

by James Moore in Colicge-green, ju the veuar {700.
B 4 fent
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fent to command a large diftrit in the Province of
of Munfter, and made Clogheen in the County of Tip-
perary, his head-quarters; at that time much difturbed
by the white bovs, who ufed to assemble in bodies of
from five hundred to two thoufand.

¢ On the night of the day on which he arrived at
Clogheen, a number of white bovs, well armed and
headed by Father Nicholas Sheehy, affembled clofe to
that town, and were on  the point of attacking it,
which induced his Lord(hip to double the guard. From
this, the inbabitants of it, having a fufpicion that bhe
was going to march-our againft the infurgents, Father
Doyle, parith-prieft of Ardfinnan, {alluded to in the
information of David Landregin, Appendix No. 1. 2.)
after having expoftulated with them on the danger of
affanlting the town, went to Lord Droglieda, pale and
trembling with fear, affured his Lordfhip that his gar-
rifon was in no danger, and befought him not to march-
out against the infurgents. I received this information
from the Marquis himfclf, and it correfponds exaétly
with the depofition of Landregin.

“ His Lordthip’s regiment killed great numbers of
them, in that and the adjacent country ; and he aflured
me, that French money was found in the pockets of
fome of them.

¢ His Lordfhip, during his refidence there, took the
famous Father Nicholas Sheehy, who was afterwards
hanged at Clonmel. He had been a noted leader of
the White-boys, and incited them to commit murder,
and various outrages ; and yet his memory is held in
fuch veneration by the popith multitude, and the clay
of his tomb is fuppofed to be endued with fuch fuper-
natural powers, that various miraculous cures are im-

puted
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puied to it 5 in confequence of which, itis in fuch re-
queft among the popith rabble, that the {exton of the
hurch, where the body was interred, is obliged very
often to renew it.

¢ The Marquifs of Drogheda took, in the Cafile of
Cabhir, the domeftick chaplain of the then Lord Cahir,
who conftantly refided with his Lordfhip, on ferious
charges 2gainft him for high treafon,

¢ Itis moftcertain, that therohile-loy [vlem was at firt
formed to co-operate with the French, who meditated
an nvafion of Irelund under Conflans; but wheon that
was defeated, and even duriug a time of profound peace,
the barbarous rabble, free from all moral reftraint,
elate with the hope of plunder, and fraught with dis-
affe@ion to a Proteffant ftate, continued to commit the
moft horrid enormities in many parts of Leinfter and
Munfter, for above twenty-five years after.

¢ John Twohy ftates in his information, that they
begun to enlift men for the French fo early as the
year 1756. See Appendix, No.1 7.

« At firft they were headed, marthalled, and difci-
plined, by officers who had fervedin the Irifh brigndes,
in the French fervice ; but when peace was concluded,
their leaders confifted of popifh farmers and perfons in
a mean fituation.

¢« Mr, Couway, an Irith Roman-Caiholick gentle-
man, refident at Paris, ufed to remit money to them,
on the part, and by the orders, of the French Govern-
ment ; and fome popifh merchants, of the province of
Munfter, who received and diftiibuted it among the
infurgents, were afterwards Members of the Catholick
Committee in 1792.

¢ In the year 1762, they committed fuch dreadful

; excefles
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exceffes in the South of Ireland, that Sir Richard Afton,
$.ord Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas, was fent
down with a fpecial commiffion to try them : and the
miftaken lenity which he fhewed them, in the course
of his circuit, was fuch, that it encouraged them to per-
fevere in the commiffion of enormities for fome years
after.
“ The late Earl of Carrick and the Reverend Mr.
Hewetfon, in the County of Kilkenny, Sir Thomas
Maude, Baronet, (afterwards Lord de Montalt,) William
Bagwell and John Bagenall, Efquires, of the County
of Tipperary, took a verv allive part in fupprefling the
White Boys ; for which they were as much traduced
and vilified as the Orange-men, yeomen, and all loyal
fubjeéts, who endeavoured to put.down the de-
fenders,
¢ The Grand Jury of the County of Dublin ware so
much incenfed at this, that they voted an addrefs of
thanks, Appendix 1. 6. 10 the Earl of Carrick, and
thofe genilemen, for their fpirited angd Jaudable exer-
uons. It appears by the cxamination of David Landre-
¢, (Appendix No.1.2.) that a party of White Boys
took a solcmin oath, in the Town of Clomnel, to affafe
finate t..c Earl of Carrick and the other gentlemen.
ofMr. Ed-  *“ As Mr. Edmwund Burke, who always fhewed a
g‘:":: decided attachment to Popery, manifefled it for the
firft time on this occafion, I fhall, in touching on

it, relate a few of the early circumflances of his life.
% In doing fo, I muft premife, that I do not mean
-todifparage him. I had the honour of being acquainted
with him: and T was fo fenfible of his exalied moral
and intelleQual excellence, that I gave the following
character of bim in a pamphlet publifhed in London
by
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by J. Stockdale in 1794, which was noticed in the
Monthly Review of April, 1795: "

¢ ¢ His book on French affuirs contains more political
wifdom, and more profound knowledge of pratical
government, than any that ever appeared; and in
future ages will tend to endear the Britifh conftitution
to its fubjects.

¢ T he bright effulgence of his genius, like the fun,
raifed-up fome buzzing infeéts, who cavilled at the
do&rines which he advanced ; but the ftate of France
proves ihe futility of their affertions, and that he fpoke
prophetic truth.

¢ His long and luminous life, devoted to the caufe
of wildom and virtue, was more bright in 1ts fetting,
than the meridian blaze of moft other geniufes.

¢ He was the fon of a popith Solicitor in Dublin, at
the Univerfity of which hereceived his education ; but
I bave been affurcd by his contemiporaries, that he did
not, in the courle of it, difplay any {ymptoms of thofe
fhining abilities, which afterwards made the progrefs
of his Iife fo britliant.

¢ Soon after he went to the Temple to ftudy the law,
he married a duughter of Doétor Nugent, who had
becn bred at Doway, m Flanders, and was a molt bi-
gotted Romanift. A year atter he had gone to the
Temple, Mr. Griffith, who was at that time ferving
his apprenticefhip to Mr. Burke’s father, intormed me,
that his malter icit him to London, relative to fome
law-bufinefs, and that Mr. Edmund Burke detained
huin many davs longer than he had permiflion to re-
main there: that doring his fioy, he feemed much
agitated in his mind, and that, when they wcre alone,
pe frequensly introduced religion as a topick of con-

verfation,

Of his ¢x-
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verfation, and faid, that he had ftrong reafons for think-
ing more favourably of the Romifh perfuafion than he
formerly did.  For thefe reafons, thisgentleman aflured
me, he verily believed, that he vas become a convert
to Popery. ‘

¢ Soon afier thi= gentleman’s return, IMr. Burke,
fenior, having heard a report that his fon had really
changed his religion, was much concerned at it; he-
caufe he had entertained the moft fanguine hopes that
he would acquire great wealth and fame at the Irifh
bar, from practifing at which Romanifts were excluded
by law.

< He therefore employed Mr. Bowen, his brother-
in-law, who, as a linen merchant, had a very extenfive
correfpdndence in London, to make ftriét enquiry
about the converfion of his fon.

¢ Some days after, Mr. Bowen entered his office, and
in the prefence of the gentleman who gave me this in-
formation, threw him a letter, faying, ¢ There, your
fon 1s moft certainly become a Roman-Catholick.” On
reading the letter, Mr Burke became furious, lament-
ing that the rifing hope of his family was blafted, and
that the expence he had been at in his fon’s education
was now thrown-away.

¢ As fome of the greateft men, even at an advanced
period of life, have become flaves to the paffion of Love,
it is very poffible that Mr. Burke, in the {pring of life,
when 1ts influence is irrefiftible, and endued with a
lively imagination, and all the tendernefs of fenfibility,
might have conformed to the exterior ceremonies of
Popery, to obtain Mifs Nugent, of whom he was very
much enamoured ; but it is not to be {fuppofed, that a
perfon of fo vigorous and highly-cultivated an under-

ftanding,
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ftanding, could have continued under the fhackles of
that abfurd fuperQition,

¢ At laft, when he had ferved a fufficient number of
terms to be called to the bar, he refufed to eturn to his
native country, declaring, that the climate of it dif-
agreed with him; and that he expected to get fome
employment in the line of his profeffion in America,
through onc of the Grenville family.  He therefore re-
mained in London, where he fubfited chiefly by his
peu, and he foon acquired a confiderable degree of ce-
lebrity, as a writer, and a man of genius, by his pub-
lication of his Treatise on the Sublime and Beautiful,
and by his Vindication of Natural Society, in Linitation
of Lord Bolinghroke, which introduced him to the
notice and acquaintance of Mr.* Hamilton. When that
gentleman came to Ireland, as Secretary to the Earl
of Halifax, he, withing to avail himfelf of Mr. Burke’s
talents, folicited him to attend him, but in no official
capacity ; and he accordingiy complied.

¢ He accompanied him a {econd timeto Dublin, when
Mr. Hamilton was Secretary to the Earl of Northumber-
land ; and was rewarded with a penfion of 300l. a-year.

¢ When they returned to England, Mr. Hamilton
intended to have fpoken a {peech on the peace in the
year 1763, which he had prevailed on Mr. Burke to
compose.

¢¢ It unfortunately happened, that, as he was about tc
rife, Mr. Charles Townfhend entered the houfe ; and,
as his wit and eloquence had been always terrifick
to him, his appearance palfied his exertions, and ftruck
him dumb. Mr. Burke, enraged at this, (as they had
united their talents in a kind of partnerfhip) faid, with

« ¢ William Gerrard Hamilton, Esq-
fome
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fome warmth, ¢ What fignifies mv making {peeches for
you, when you cannot {peak them ¥’

« A warm altercation cnsued, in the courfe of which
Mr. Hamilton informed Mr. Burke, that he had been
overpaid ; on which Mr. Burke, with becoming fpirit,
refigned bis penfion, which was afterwards given to a
gentleman who enjovs it at this time. Mr. Mc. Cor-
mick, in his Lifé of NMr. Burke, 1s miftaken in this
circumiftance.  Their  quarrel became: a matter of
curiofity and dcbate, in the fuperior circles of fociety,
in which the partizans on each fide were very warm,

¢ The difcuffion of this affair introduced Mr. Burke
to the notice of Lord Rockipgham, who having formed
a friendfhip for bim, made him a» underfecretary in
the Treafury; but having loft that employment in fix
months, the pertod of his lordfhip’s adminiftration,
he brought him into Payliament, where the elog
quence and the great inteliectual powers difplayed in
his fpeeches, will remain a friking and an eternal
monument of his genius,

¢ Whenthe enormitics committed by the White Boys
were about to draw on them the vengeance of the law,
and fonre time before Sir Richard Afton proceeded on
his commiffion to try them, Mr. Edmund Burke fent
his brother Richard, (who died Recorder of Briftol,) and
Mr. Nagle, a relation, on a miffion to Muntfter, to levy
money on the Popifh body, for the ufe of the White
Boys, who were exclufively Papifis.

¢‘Soine Roman-Catholicks complained bitterly of the
fumms of money which they extorted from them. * The

defpotim

*#1 have no other proof that these gentlemen were employed:
by Mr. Burke, than that they declared so without reserve to
the persous fromn whom they obtained money. In doing so,
’ he
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defpotifm which the Romith prelates have over their
own body is fuch, that they can at any time levy large
fums of money on them, to promote the intereft of
their Church, which is a moft dangerous engine in a
well-goverened ftate. The open and general exercife
of it in the vears 1792, and, 1793, and again in 174
and 1795, was fufficient to create an alarm in the Go-
vernment. At thofe periods, fome of the lower clatfes
of people in Munfter complained loudly of the ex«
a&ions pra&ifed on them; and, on being afked, for
what purpofe they were ? they anfwered, that they had
made that enquiry, and were informed, at one time,
that it was to obtain for them the cleétive franchife; at
another, to procure the privilege of fitting in Parlia-
ment for perfons of their own perfuafion. Tt is well
known that Mr. William Todd Jones was their warm
partizan while in the Houfe of Commons* ; and, from
the imtemperate zcal with which fome members of that
body howed in promoting their defigns, it was univer-
fally believed that they were atuated by finilter mo-
tives.

Tt was firongly fufpeted, that a perfon in an
elevated fitnation in England, from his fingular per-
tinacity in adhering to their caufe, when in actual and
open rebellion, had received fome of their contribu-
tions; and the debates which tcok place in the Romifh
Convention in the year 1792, and which the reader
will fee in the fequel, and the fudden, fuccefsful, and

he might have been actuated by motives of charity and
humanity.

«e N1, Jones afterwards accused, in the publick prints, the
Catholick Comunitee, of not giving him the whole of the
aouey vhich they bad prumised to pay him.

unexpelted
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unexpeded turn which their affairs took in the year
1793, left very little room to doubt, but that fome
extraordinary fecret influence was exerted in Eng-
land *.

«In the year 1757, there appearcd a very fingular
and unqueftionable proof that thofe duétrines of the
Romifh Church, which bad difturbed the peace of
many proteftant countries ever fince the Reformation
took place, exifted in full force in Ireland.

« In that year, a bill was introduced into the Houfe
of Lords, to fecure the Proteftant fucceflion ; in which
there was an oath of allegiance.

¢« Thomas Burke, titular Bithop of Offory, and publick
hiforiographer to the Dominican Order in Ireland,

of Ossory to made the following obfervations on that oath, After

taking an

vath of alle. animadverting on the feverity of fetting afide the dif-

giance to
Kinz
George the
third.

ferent foreign branches of the Stuart family, he fays,
¢ Would it not exceed the greateft imaginable abfurd-
ity, that a Catholick Prieft, who inflruéts his Catho-
lick people in the will of God, from fcripture and tra-
dition, by his difcourfe and altions, and nourifheth
them with the Sacrament of the Church, fhall fwear
fidelity to King George, as long as he profeflcth a he-
terodox religion, or has a wife of that religion ; thas
then, and in that cafe, the fame Catholick Prieft ought
inftantly to abjure the very King to whom he had
before fworn allegiance.” Impiety moft horrible + !

¢ Thomas Burke was made Titular Bithop of Offory
in 1759, and died at Kilkennv in September 1776. He
was, as he frequently tells us, a favourite of Pope Be-
nedit XIV., was a man of refpeQable learning, and

“* It cannot besupposed that Tallude to any of his Majesty's
Ministers, whese honour and integrity are far above my praise.
¢ + Hibernica Dominicana, page 723

perfe&tly
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perfe@ly well acquainted with the do&rines of the Ro-
mith Church, the bulls and epiftles of the Popes, and
the fentiments of the Irith Roman-Catholicks ; and
yet fome of the heads of the Irith Clergy have had the
effrontery and duplicity to vilify the talents and inform-
ation of this writer, and to reprefent him as a dotard,
haunted with dreams of pontifical omnipotence.  But
fuch perverfion of truth, and fuch varnifhing of odious
doltrines, are only calculated to deceive, and can im-
pofe on no rational man; for all the tenets contained
in his book were carried into praétice during the late
rebellion.

¢ Burke, after reciting part of PopePaul V.’s bull, en-
couraging the Irith in the rebellion, exclaims, Quid
celebrius 2 Quid infignius *?

¢¢ On the flight of King James II. he fays, that hefca-
fonably tfeft the Britith nation, whom he brands as
perjurers and traitors, who confpired againft his life,
fubjeét to the flavery of this new Cromwell (meaning
King William,) wilissimi novi hujus Cromwell: ser-
vitute.

“ The firk part of his Hibernica Dominicana was
_printed at Kilkenny, in the year ¥762, the fecond in
1742, both by Edmund Finn; but it was ftated to have
been publithed at Cologne, Coloniez dgrippince.

« In {peaking of Me Gun-Powder-Plot, he fays, 1t
was an invention, and that the gun-powder was fecretly
put under the Parliament-Houfle, by the order of Sir
William Cecil, to afford a fpecious pretext for extir-
pating all the Catholicks of England.

¢ Again, in the year 1768, when an oath of allegiance
to be taken by the Roman-Catholicks of lreland, was

= What can br e o fenons ? What pore dlhesdrions ¢
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in the contemplation of Parliament, Thomas Maria
Ghillini, the Pope’s legute at Bruflels, who had a
complete controul and fuperintendance over all the
northern churches, and fpoke ~r cathedri, made the
following animadverfions on that oath, in four letters
to the Titular Archbifhops of Ireland; and thefc
letters are ftyled by Thomas Burke, (who publifhed
them in his Hibernica Dominicana,) litere vere aurea
cedhbque dignee.

¢ The legate treats the claufes in the propofed oath,
containing a declaration of abhorrence and deteftation
of the dofrines, ¢ that faith is not to be kept with
hereticks ; and that Princes, deprived by the Pope,
may be depofed or murdered by their fubjeéts,” as ab-
folutely intolerable ; becaufe, he fays, thofe doftrines
are defended and contended-for by moft Catholick
nations, and thc Holy See has frequently followed
them in practice. On the whole he decides, that, as
the oath is in its whole cxtent unlawful, fo in its na-
ture it is invalid, null, and of no efle& ; infomuch
that it can by no means bind or oblige confciences*.”

¢ It is well known, that fimilar decifions have Leen
uniformly made by the Roman pontiffs, on the validity
of oaths any way detrimental to the Holy See. In
the late rebellion, the Popith multitude, and many
of the Romifh clergy and gentlémen, paid no regard
whatever to the oath of allegiance.

* When the Emperor and the Roman-Catholicl
Princes of Germany concluded a peace called the
‘Treaty of Weftphalia, in the year 1648, with the Pro-
teftant Princes, they mutually bound each other by a

* Page 925. This was in the supplement of that work pub-
i:hed in the vear 1772,

folemn



387

folemn oath, to the obfervance of it; on which the
Pope publithed a flaming bull, in which he pronounced
the oath to be null and void, as no oath could bind
them to hereticks. This bull was expofed by Horn-
beck, a fainous German divine, in a work entitled,
“ Examen bulle papalis, qua Innocentius X. alrogare
nititur pacem Germanice.”

¢ The condutt of the Parliament of Ireland, from
the beginning of his prefent Majesty’s reign, tll the
end of the year 1793, prefents the reader with ap un-
interrupted feries of blunders in politicks.

« All our difgraces and misfortunes are to be found
in the hiftory of our penal laws, and in the feeble
execution of them, beginning with the third of George
IIL. cap. 19. for indemnifying all fuch perfons as have
been, or fhall be aiding in the difperfing of riots, and
apprehending the rioters, which was enaéted for the
fuppreffion of the White-boys. As the boldnefs and
temerity of thefe infurgents continued to encreafe,
the fifth of George III. cap. 8. paflfed, and was en-
titled, “ An A& to prevent the future tumultuous rifings
of perfons within this kingdom.” The want of en-
forcing the falutary provifions of thefe laws tended to
encourage the White-boys in the commiffion of atroci-
ties for above twenty years after. About the year
1773, that fyftem of ¢onciliation and conceffion, which
laid the foundation of the late rebellion, began; for,
while this Popifh banditti, encouraged by their clergy,
were committing the moft dreadful enormities, the thir-
teenth and fourteenth of George Il cap. 35, to ena-
ble Roman-Catholicks to teftify their allegiance to his
Majefty by oath, was enafted ; but the folly and ab-
furdity of that law were fully proved by the neceflity
of pafling, foon after, the thirteenth and- fourteenth of

2c2 George
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George 111. cap. 4. to prevent malicious cutting and
wounding, and to punifh offenders, called chalkers;
for the afflaffin in the moming teftified his alle-
giance to his King, and at night, with his chalking
knife, renounced his allegiance to his God, by
mangling and maiming  his fellow-creature, and
houghing his cattle.

¢¢As the barbarous excefles committed by the White-
bovs continued to encreafe, the fifteenth and fixteenth
of George I11. cap. 21. was enafted againft them. It
recites that the fifth of George IT1. cap. 8. was infuffi-
ficient for fupprefling them ; and it ftates, ““That they
affembled riotoufly, injured perfons and property, com-
pelled perfons to quit their abode, impofed oaths and
declarations by menaces, fent threatening and incendiary
letters, obftructed the export of corn, and deftroyed
the fame.” 'This 15 an exact defcription of the de-
fenders.

“ As their turbulence and ferocity continued to
encreafe, and as they made a conftant praftice of
houghing {oldiers in 2 wanton-and unprovoked manner,
the chalking a&t was extended, and amended by the
feventeenth and eighteenth of George I1L. cap. 49.

¢¢ Conceflion and conciliation holding pace with an
encreafe of the enormities committed by thofe favages,
4 law pafled foon after, the feventeenth and eighteenth
of George Ill. cap. 49. to enable Roman-Catholicks
to take leafes for nine hundred and ninety-nine ycars,
or five lives, at any rent; and by it, all Jands of which
a Roman-Catholick was at that time feized, were
made defcendible, devifable, and transferable, as fully
as if the fame were in the feifin of any other perfon.

¢ The preamble of this att recites, ¢ That for their
"niform peaceable behaviour, for a lohg feries of

vears,
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years, it appears reafonable and expedient 10-relax
feveral of their ineapacities and difabilities.” The
falfity and inconfiftency of this affertion will be an
eternal ftain on the Parliament of Ireland.

““There is no doubt, but that the Romanifts had
fome hired agents in that aflembly at this period. A
ftrong argument in favour of an Union !

“ As a mark of gratitude for thefe indulgencies,
this infamous banditti procecded to commit greater
enormities than they had pra@iced before, in confe-
quence of which the legiflature were obliged to pafs
the eighteenth and nineteenth of George I1I. cap. 37.
and the title of it will fhew how neceflary it was
¢ An At to prevent the deteftable praétice of houghing
cattle, burning houfes, barns, haggards, and corn; and
for other purpofes.’

¢ Though they continued to commit their ufual excef-
fes, the legiflature, actuated by whatwas called Liberality
of sentiment, put the Roman-Catholicks on the fame
footing with Proteftants, as to property, in the year
1782; and almoft the whole of the reftri@ive laws
were rcpealed. The volunteers checked, in fome de-
gree, the barbarous outrages committed by the White-
boys, from the year 1780 to the year 1784, when the
inftitution began to languifh; and then we find them
as furious as ever in the province of’ Leinfter. This
proves how neceflary a numerous and well-armed
police, confifting of proteftants, is to the profperity of
Ireland.

¢ In December, 1784, a body of White-boys broke
into the houfe of John Mafon, a Proteftant, in the
county of Kilkenny, in the night, placed him naked
on horfeback, and having carried him in this manner
five or fix miles from his houfe, they cut-off his ears,

2c3 and
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and in that flate buried him up to s chin; they
al{o robbed him of his fire-arms*.

“ This year thev were {o outrageous in the Province
of Leinfter, particularly in the County of Kilkenny,
that a denunciation was read againft them in ali the
Popith chapels in the diocefe of Offory, on the {even-
teenth of November, 1784.

< This was a ftrong proof of the returning loyalty and
obedience to the laws cf the Popifh clergy of that
diocefe ; or, if they were infincere and fecretly encou-
raged the White-boys as much as formerly, of their
extreme duplicity.

“ As Doctor Butler, brother of Mr. Butler of Bally-
ragget, and of the noble houle of Ormond, was at that
time titular Archbifhop of Cathel, a gentleman who
was fincerely loval, it1s very hikely that he prevailed
on his clergy to adopt this procedure. He fhould not
be confounded with Doétor Butler, who was in that
See when the White-boys began their exceffes.

“ All thefe privileges were granted with a good
grace by Parliament, and they met with no oppofition
from the conftituent body, who were at that time ex-
clufively Proteftants.

¢ Notwithftanding fuch liberality on the part of the
Proteftant ftate, the White-boys flill continued to
commit nofturnal depredations in different parts of
Leinfter and Munfter, ; but in the latter they were
fucceeded by a fet of infurgents called Right-boys in
1786, who refembled them in every relped, except in
the title which they affumed. Their proceedings,
chiefly direed againft the Proteftant clergy, were not

* See Appendix, No, 1. 8, for a few specimens of White-boy
atrocity. ’
the
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the wild and extravagant efforts of rath and ignorant
pealants, but a dark and deep-laid fcheme, planned
by men fkilled in the law and the artifices by which it
might be evaded. Such men fuggefted to the farmers,
to enter into a combination under the fan&ion of an
oath, not to take their tythes, or to affift any clergy-
man in drawing them.

‘¢ Some of the Proteftant gentlemen hoping to ex»
onerate their eftates of tythes, by the machinations and
enormities of thefe traitors, fecretly encouraged them;
and others connived at their exceffes, till they began to
oppofe the payment of rent, and the recovery of money
by legal procefs; and then they came forward in fup-
port of the Law.

“ A form of a fummons to the clergy to draw their
tythe, penned with legal accuracy, was printed at
Cork, and circulated with great diligence through
many parts of Munfler. In order to make the com-
bination univer{al, fome of the moft aétive and intelli-
gent members of it adminiftered oaths to all the lower
clafs of people, at the Romifh Chapels and market-
towns.

To varnifh over the knavery and turpitude of their
defigns, they publifhed a tything-table, according to
which they pretended that they would pay the clergy ;
but to which they did not adhere ; and, if they had
done fo, it would not bave afforded them a fubfiftence.
Befides, by fwearing not to hire horfes to them, and by
a great number of them combining to fever the tythe,
and draw their corn, on the {fame day, they completely
robbed them of their property; and the Proteftant
clergy would aually have ftarved, but that an A of

Parliament paffed in the year 1787, to enable them to
2¢4 recover



recover the toines of which they had bern defrauded
1 this manner.

« At laft, the Proteftant clergy in the County of Cork
were fo much intimidated by the menaces and infalts
which they received from them, that many were obli-
ged to fly to the City of Cork for prote&ion. Thefe
traitors foon proceeded from one aé& of violence to
another, and eftablithed {uch a fvftem of terror, that
landlords were afraid to diftratn for rent, or to fuc by
civil procefs for money due by note. They tock arims
from Proteftants, and levied money to buy ammu-
nition. 'They broke open goals, fet fire to hay and corn,
and even to houfes, efpecially to thofc occupied by the
army. At laft they had the audacity to threaten the
Cities of Limerick and Cork, and the Town of Euais,
the capital of Clare, with fanine; and took wmicafures
to prevent farmers and fithermen from conveving fup-
plies of provifions to them. They proceeded by fuch a
regular {yftem, that they eftablithed a kind of poft office,
for communication, by which they conveyed their
notices with celerity for the purpofe of forming their
meetings, vhich were frequent and numerous.

« This {purit of riot and infurre€tion occafioned the
pafling of a lav in the yvear 1787, drawn by the prefent
lord Clare, cntitled, ¢“ An Act to prevent tumultuous
rifings and affemblies, and for the more cffectual pu-
nithment of perfons guilty of outrage, riot, and illegal
combination, and of adminifiering and taking unlaw-
ful oaihs;” and in the formation of that law, he
thewed the fame political wifdom, and firmncfs of mind,
which he evinced on all fubfequent occafions. By
that law Government were empowered to raife an
armed police in any county they chofe; and the

introduétion
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introduftion of it into the Counties of Kilkenny,
Tipperary, Cork, and Kerry, occafioned fuch a re-
volution in the morals and maunners of their inha-
bitants, and was fo efficient in preferving focial
order, that fome of the principal landholders in them
declared openly in Parliament, that their eftates
were encreafed two years purchafe in value by that
falutary ftatute,

““ An ingenious foreigner obferved to me, that he
never faw a country in which fo many proclamations
were iffued againft malefators, and the commiffion
of crimes, as in Ireland; a fure proof of the feeble
execution of the laws!

«“ At laft, Doftor Woodward, Bifhop of Cloyne,
fhocked and alarmed at {eeing his clergy driven from
their houfes to the City of Cork, whither they went
for an afylum, and that a confpiracy was forimed for
the deftruétion of the Proteftant Church, wrote a very
able pamphlet, ftating the origin and progrefs of the
infurreétion in Munfter, hoping thereby to roufe Go-
verniment to take wmeafures for its defence.

“Nothingmarked (o {irongly the depravity of thetimes,
as the malignant attacks, attended with feurrility and
abufe, which werc made on this amiable prelate, for
this feafonable and fpirited dilcharge of his paftoral
duty. I had the honour of being well acquainted
with bim, and I never knew a perfon more profoundly
and elegantly learned, or fo well verfed, not only in
every thing that concerned the ecclefiaftical depart-
ment, but in the various duties of every line of focial
life. Having vifited every part of the Continent, he
fpoke the modern languages with great fluency and
puritv, and had uncommon eafe and affability of

manner.
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+ He bad the moft exalted pietv, and was not only
very charitable himfelf, but an aétive promoter of
publick charities. His eloquence in the pulpit was
irrefiftible, as his ftyle was nervous and elegant; his
voicc was loud and harmonious, and he had great
dignity of manner.

¢ With all thefe exalted qualities and endowments,
he poffeflfed the moft brilliant wit, and fuch a happy
vein of humour, as enlivened fociety wherever he
happened to be.

« This neceflarv and important duty, the negleét
of which would have been criminal, drew on him a
hoft of foes, confifting of Popifh Bithops, Priefts,
Friars, and Prefbyterian Miniflers, who abufed and
vilified him with fingular malignity ; and even fome
Members of Parliament had the hardened audacity to
arraign him with much feverity.

“ This amiable prelate made a moft cloqueut {pecch
n fupport of the privileges granted to the Roman-Ca-
tholicks in the year 1782.

¢ This fpirit of infurreétion fpread over moft parts of
Munfter. The confpirators bound each other by oath
1o refift the laws of the land, and to obey none but
thofe of Captain Kight; and fo firitly did they
adhere to them, that the High Sheriff of the County
of Waterford* could not procure a perfon to execute
the fentence of the law on one of thefe mifcreants
who was condemned to be whipped at Carrick-on-
Suir, though he offered a large fum of money for
that purpofe. He was therefore under the neceflity
of performing that duty himfelf, in the face of an
enraged mob.

* The writer of these pages was [igh Sheriff at that time.

After
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AFTER this Jong, but, I truft, not uninterefting
extralt from Sir Richard Mufgrave’s Memoirs of the
Rebellions in Ireland, I return to the permiffion which
the King’s Minifters of State in April, 1766, gave, by
connivance, to Mr. Oliver Briand, a Roman-Catho-
lick Prieft of the Province of Quebeck, to go to France
in order to be confecrated as Bithop of that Province,
and then to return to Quebeck, and exercife his epif-
copal functions in that Province; which permiffion
was at that time reported to havc been obtained from
the Marquis of Rockingham by the adviceand influence
of Mr. Edinund Burke. The ouly argument I hear’d
alledged at that time in defence of that meafure, was
to the following effeét; *¢ That, fince, by the Capitu-
““lation which Sir Jeflery Amberft granted to the Mar-
¢¢ quis of Vaudreuil, the French Governour of Canada,
¢ in September, 1760, when that countiy was furren-
““dered to the Britifh arms, and by the fubfequent
¢ ceffion of it to the Crown of Great-Britain by the
¢ Treaty of Peace, figned at Paris, in February, 1763,
it had been ftipulated ¢ that the worthip preferibed
¢¢ by the Roman-Cathelick Religion fhould be tolerated
“in the Province, and that the Roman-Catholick
¢ inhabitants fhould be permitted to affemble in their
¢¢ Churches and Chapels to hear Mafs, and receive
¢ the Sacraments of the Romifh Religion, as hereto-
< fore,” 1t was neceflary not only to permit the Ro-
¢ man-Catholick Priefts that were then in the Province
¢ to continue to officiate in the faid Churches and
¢ Chapels without any mole(ation, but to permit other

: ¢ Priefts,
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v Priefts to fucceed them in the difcharge of thofe
«¢ religious duties, when death, or any other event,
¢ fhall have deprived the people of the fervices of thofe
¢ who were then in office. But in the manner of pro-
« viding for this fucceffion of new Romifh Priefts upon
¢ the death of thofe now in Office, it is neceflary for
“ the Government to be very cautious. For, if they
«¢ negleét to make fome fafe and prudent provifion for
‘¢ the regular fupply of new Priefts to fucceed to the
¢¢ prefent fet upon the vacancies that will arife by death
¢ or any other caufe, there is great reafon to apprehend
¢ that freth Priefts will come into the Province, from
¢ Old France, who will be attached to the interefts of
¢ that Kingdom, and, perhaps, be employed by the
¢« French Minifters of State, as fpies and emiffaries, to
¢ keep-up a fpirit of difaffetion in the minds of the
<¢ French, or Canadlan, inhabitants of the Province
“ to the Englith Government, and a fecret with to be
*¢ again fubje@ to the Crown of France. And, to
 avoid this danger, the eafiet and mioft prudent way
<< of proceeding feems to be to permit a Popifh Bifhop
¢ of well-known Loyalty to the King of Great-Britain,
““and who has refided for many years paft in the
¢ Province, and who has few, or no, connetions with
“ Old France, fuch as Monfieur Olivier Briand, to
‘“ refide in the Province in a very humble and private
“ manner, with a {mall revenue to fupport him; that
¢ he might be ready, upon the vacancy of any Parifh-
¢ Churchrin the Province, by the death of the incum-
‘ bent, immediately to ordain a new Prieft that had
‘“ been both born and bred in the Province, to be
¢ prefented to the faid vacant benefice; for which
¢ employments there would, probably, be always a
¢ fufficient number of young Candidates, both born

* and



397

“ and educated in the Province, becaufe therc is in
““the Town of Quebeck a Sceminary, or College,
¢ of Roman- Catholick Prieft:, of about five or fix
‘“in number, which has been long ago built and
““ endowed fufficiently with landed eftates for the
maintenance of the Priefts that belong to it, and
whofe duty it is to educate young men for the Ro-
man-Catholick Prieft-hood.  And it was alledged
that fuch an humble and private Bifhop, who would
exercife no other of his Epifcopal powers but that of
ordaining Priefts, and that only at the requifition of
¢ the Governour of the Province, and who might
“¢ therefore be confidered as a mere manufaéturer of
Prieffs, or (according to a French expreffion which
was at that time reported to have been ufed by Mr.
¢ Oliver Briand himfelf upon the occafion,) un fimple
¢ faiseur de prétres, would be a very fafe and conve-
¢ nient inftrument in the hands of the Governour for
¢ carrying into execution the promife made to the
‘¢ inhabitants cf the Province, of tolerating the worfhip
“¢ of their Religion, without at the fame time mcurring
¢ the danger above-mentioned of admitting French
¢ {pies into the Province under the charaéter of Ro-
¢ man-Catholic Priefts.”

This was the argument that I hear’d mentioned at
the time, as that which had been employed by the
advocates of this meafure to prevail upon the King’s
Minifters of that time to confent to it, amd which
(enforced, probably, by the addrefs and eloquence of
Mr. Edmund Burke,) proved fuccefsful. Itis, however,
in my opinion, rather fpecious than folid aund fatisfac-
tory. DBut, if it was perfeétly jult and conclufive in
favour ot the meafure of permitting a Popifli Bithop to

refide in the Province of Quebeck, it muft at leaft be al-
' lowed
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lowed that fuch ameafureought not tuhave been adopted
without the authority of an A& of Parliament, to take
1t outof the operation of the important and fundamental
Statute above-mentioned of the 1t of Queen-Eli-
zabeth, which prohibits the exercife of any power
derived from the Pope, not only in the Kingdom of
England itfelf, and the dominions thereunto belonging
at that time, but in all the dominions that fhall belong
to it a¢ any fulure time. And therefore, for want of
fuch an A& of Parliament to authorize it, the faid
mealwic was illegal.

But, if it had been legal, it would not have been
a prudent meafure, notwitftanding the plaufibility of
the foregoing argument in it’s favour. For it was
almoft certam, that any Roman-Catholick Prieft who
thould be permitted to refide in the Province of Que-
beck after having been confecrated Bifbop of it, would
(notwithftanding any declarations that he might have
made to the Englith Government, in order to obtain
fuch permiflion, ¢ that he fhould confider himfelf only
as an Ordainer of New Priefls when they fhould be
wanted to fupply the vacant benefices, and would
never exert any of the other powers belonging to his
Epifcopal Office,)—I fay, it was almoft certain that he
would (notwithftanding fuch declarations) exert many
other powers of his office over the Roman-Catholick
inhabitants of the Province, which might have very
umportant effeéts both on the Roman-Catholick Priefts
and the laiety of the fame religion, and would proba-
bly greatly check and difcourage both thofe defcriptions
of his Majefty’s new, or Canadian, fubje&s from
converfing freely and affociating with the Britith inha-
bitants of the Province, and from reading the books
of the New Teftament, and inquiring into the nature

of
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of the Protcftant Religion and it’s difference fromn thar
of the Church of Rome ; of which inquiries the natural
confequence would have been that many of them
would have become converts to the Do&rine of the
Church of England. And accordingly it was found
that, when Mr. Oliver Briand returned into the Pro-
vince of Quebeck, he took upon himfelf the title of
Olivier Briand, par la Grace de Dicu et du Saint Stéue,
Evesque de Québec, and, after having, upon his ar-
rival in the Province in June, 1766, declined the com-
pliments ufually paid to his predeceflors in that high
office, and declared to his friends, ¢ that he did not
“ come into the Province to be a Bifhop upon the
¢ fame high footing as his predeceffors in the time of
¢ the French Government, and was not therefore
“ intitled, and did not defire, to be treated with the
¢ fame ceremony and refpet as had been ufed towards
¢ them, but that he was only un fimple faiseurdeprétres,
 a mere Ordainer of New Priefts,” and having, for a
month or two, worn only a common black gown, like
the other Roman-Catholick Priefts, he grew tired ot
this humble way of proceeding, and dreffed himfelf in
a purple robe, with a golden crofs at his breaft, which
are the ufual enfigns of the Eptlcopal dignity among
the Roman-Catholicks ; and afterwards he very freely
exercifed the tremendous powers of fufpending priefts
from the excrcife of their clerical funétions and de-
priving them of their benefices, and excommunicating
and depriving perfons of the Sacraments, and inter-
di&ing divine worfhip in Churches and Chapels.
Amongft other exercifes of thefe high powers belong-
ing to him as Bithop of Quebeck, he publithed a
circular Letter to the Roman-Catholick inhabitants to

exhort them to take arms for the Crown againit the
other
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other Amcricans in the beginning of the American
war, in which he prowmifed indulgencies to thofe who
fhould comply with his exhortations, and threatened
thofe who fhould refufe to do fo, with excommunica-
tion. And by this Letter as well as by feveral ats of
hauehtineld and violence, he very much difguited the
Canadians, as my readers may fee by confulting the
fecond volume of my Quebeck papers, in pages 111,
112, 113, 144. So different did his conduét
in the Province, when in aétual pofleffion of the office

appear to be from that of the mere occafional ordainer
of new pricts, le fimple faiseur de prétres, which
he had promifed to be when he follicited the permif-
fion to retarn to the Province after having been made
it's Bithop.

As for the advantages that, it was pretended, would
refult to the Province of Quebeck, from the permiffion
given to a Popifh Bifhop to refide there, by furnifhing
a means of fupplying the vacant benefices with frefh
Priefts without admitting any to come there from Old
France, they might eafily have been obtained without
this dangerous and illegal meafure, by purfuing the
following plan., The Seminary, or Colleze, of Que-
beck, might have been preferved, with all its members
and teachers of Popifth divinity, and its revenucs,
(which are faid to amount to fix or feven hundred
pounds fterling a vear,) for the education of young
Canadians to the profeflion of the Prieft-hood: and,
when they had attained the proper age for taking orders
in that Church, thefe young men might have been
ivnt-over to England at the King’s expence with the
Governour’s recommendation to his Majefty’s Secre-
tary of State for America, as young men of good
behaviour and principles, that were fit to be made

Priefts
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Priefts and hold benefices in the Province. And from
England they might have been fent to Munfter in
Germany, or to the Popith canton of Lucerne in Swit-
zerland, (attended by fome proper and trufty com-
panion, who fhould have taken care that they fhould
not have fet their foot in Old France) with recom-
mendations, if they had gone to Switzerland, from
the Secretary of State for America to his Majelty’s
Refident, or other Minifter, to the Swifs Cantons;
and there they they might have been ordained to the
Prieft-hood of the Church of Rome by the Bifhop of
Munfter; or of Lucerne, or fuch other Roman-Catho-
lick diftri®, (not in Old France,) as his Majelty, in
his Royal Wifdom, fhould have thought fit to {end
them to. And, when thus ordained Priefts of the
Church of Rome by fuch foreign Popith Bithop, they
fhould have returned to England, and from thence to
Quuebeck by the firft convenicnt opportunities, at the
King’s expence. Such a voyage to Europe would
probably have been confidered, by the young Candi-
dates for the Prieft-hood who fhould have had occafion
to take it, as a party of pleafure rather than a hardfhip.
And the expence of it to the Publick would have been
trifling ; perhaps gool. or 400l. once in three or four
years. For, as the whole number of parifhes in the
Province is but 128, (at leaft it was no greater in the
year 1767 ; I know not how many new parifhes nay
have been created fince :) a fupply of two new Priefts
a year, or fix or feven every three ycars, would have
been fufficient to keep the benefices always full. By
this obvious and eafy method of procuring new Priclts
for the fupport of the Roman-Catholick Religion
agreeably to the toleration promifed by the Capitulation
and Treaty of Peace, the fuppofed neceflity of permii-»n
2D
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ting a Popifh Bithop to refide in the Province might
have been avoided.

If the youung French, or Canadian, scholars, edu-
cated at the Popifh Seminary at Quebeck, for the
prieft-hood in Canada, had been ordained priefts in
this manner by the Bifhop of Munfter, or fome other
Roman-Catholick bithop in Germany, or Switzerland,
and been immediately fent.back to Quebeck in a
Kiug’s thip, to be appointed to officiate in the vacant
Churches of the Province, it would, I prefume, have-
been expedient to dirc that thev thould be appointed,
or collated, to thofe Churches by the Governour of
the Province, to hold the fame during his Majefty’s
pleafure: and thus the whole body of them would
bave been dependant on the Crown, and would, pro-
bably, have ufed their influence over the Inhabitants
of their feveral parithes, to promote their attachment
to the Englifh Government, and to induce them to re-
linquith their former prejudices in favour of that of
France, And, in this ftate of things, it is highly pro-
bable that feveral of these Roman-Catholick parith-
prieits, or Curates, (as they were there called,) being
free from the controul, or authority, of any Popith
bithop, or other Ecclefiaftical Superiour in the Pro-
vince, would bave ventured to read with attention the
books of the New Testament, and to inquire into the
grounds of the differences of the doctrines of the
Church of Rome from thofe of the Church of Eng-
land, and, i confeqiience of fuch examination, would
often have been inclined to adopt fome of the doctrines,
if not all, of the Church of England, and particularly
to think it lawful to ufe the Liturgy of the Church of
England, tianflated into French, in their Churchies,
pnftead of the Latin Mais ; and that, upon thefe changes

in
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in their opinions upon thefe fubjects, they would have
become the means of converting their parithioners to
their new way of thinking upon them, as Wickliff,
the great Englith Reformer, did in England, with as-
tonithing fuccefs, in the reign of King Richard the II.
And, that fuch changes of opinion in religious matters
as fhould have been recommended by the parith-priefts
to their Parithioners, would have been readily adopted
by the latter,—and, more efpecially, that of the lawful-
nefs of making ufe of the Englith Liturgy, tranflated
into French, in their Churches inftcad of the Latin
Mafs,—TI have hardly any doubt, from all that I could
collet of the fentiments and inclinations of the peo-
ple of that province from a refidence in it during three
years, {rom September, 1766, to Septem:ber, 1769,
and from converfing during that time with a great
variety of the French, or Canadian, inhabitants of it.
And this was alfo the optnion of that wife and judicious
Statesman as well as great and succefs{ul General, Sip
Jeffery Amherft, who conquered that whole Provinc:
and granted the Marquis of Vaudreiiil, the French Go-
vernour of it, the Capitulation of September, 1760. For,
about the month of May, 1774, when the Bill for re-
gulating the government of the Province of Quebeck,
was brought into the Houfe of Lords by the late Earl
of Dartinouth, Sir Jeffery called upon me at my cham-
bers in the Temple, to converfe upon the provifions of
that Bill, of which he expreffed a ftrong difapprobation,
and more particularly of the claufe that ¢ffablifbed the
Popifh Religion in Canuda, by giving the Popifh priefts
a legal right to their tythes, which he had expreflly
rcfufed to grant them by the Capitulation of Septem-
ber, 1760, and had referred to the future Declaration
of the King’s pleafure on that fubject; which Decla-
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ration had never been made from the furrender of the
Province in Sceptember, 1760, to the introdu&ion of
that Quebeck-bill into the houfe of Lordsin May,
1774, and the right of the Priefts to fue their parifh-
ioners for their tythes in courts of Juftice, had there-
fore been confidercd ss fufpended during the long in-
terval of 14 years from September, 1760, to May, 1774.
This claufe he therefore highly difapproved-of, as being
a wanton and unncceflary eflablifbment of Popery in
the Province, inftead of a mere toleration of it, or
permiffion to attend the wor/bip of it in their Churches
and Chapels without any molestation, either to them-
felves or their priefts; which was all that was flipu-
lated by cither the capitulation of September, 1760, or
the Tr-1tv of Parts in February, 1763, And it was
certaini- not necellary for the faiisfaétion of the bulk
of the Inhabitants of Canada, becaufe they were very
well pieafed to be left at liberty either to pay their
tythes, orto let it alone, as they thought fit; though,
from an attachment to their religion, they, for the
moft part, thousht fit to pay them, And } remember
that Sir Jeflery told e at the fame time, that he
thought itwould have been fufficient for the fatisfaction
of the Inhabitants of the Province, to have only per-
mitted the Cmates, or Parifh-priefis, who were in the
Province at the time of the Capitulation, to have con-
tinued in poflflion of their benefices during their lives,
and then to have fupplied their places by Protestant
French minifters, who fhould have conformed to the
Church of England and have read the Liturgy of it,
tranflated into French, to their feveral Congregations.
And I remember that a French merchant at Quebceck,
who was a native of old France, and a man of uncom-
nmion talents and great reading and knowledge, and
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was a profefled Roman-Catholick, (though he was
reckoned by many perfons of that city, to be what
the French call « Phulosopher, or an unbeliever in all
revealed religion,) went further ftill than Sir Jeffery
Amherft in the opinion that the Proteflant rchgion of
the Church of England might have eafily been intro-
duced into the Province. Forone day, when he dined
with me at my houfe at Quebeck, he told mec of his
own accord, (I having faid nothing to lead to it,) that
he was furprized that the Englith Government had no:,
immediately afier the ceffion of the Province to the
Crown of England, by the Treaty of Peace in ¥iebru-
ary, 1763, introduced into it at once the [Proteftant
religion as fettled in the Church of England ; adding,
that he was perfuaded that it would have been readily
fubmitted-to and acquiesed-in by the inhabitants of
the Province, who, as the Clergy of the Church of
England have retained lome of the Ecclefiaftical veft-
ments cf the Romith Clergy, fuch as the gown, and
band, and furplice, would bave hardlv perceived the
change from one religion to the other. In this, how-
ever, I could not agree with the Philofopher, but was
always defirous, from motives both of Juftice and Pru-
dence, that they fhould enjoy a compleat toleration of
their religion to the full extent of the Capitulation and
the Treaty of Peace, but without an eftablifiment of
it, which the body of the People n the Province did
by no means with-for, and which was afterwards un-
neceffarily re-impofed upon them, rather than granted
to them, by the Quebeck-act of the year 1774,

But, whatever might have been the probability of fuc-
cefs in a plan of gradually converting the Canadians to
the Protestant religion, by encouraging, or, at leaft, per-
mitting, their own pricfts to become the firuments of
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fuch converfions, in confequence of their own free ex-
animation of the grounds of the differences between
the do&rines of the two religions and their fubfequent
convidtion of the errors of the Romifh doétrines j—all
hopes of that kind were counter-aéted, and almoft de-
firoyed, by the unfortunate meafure, adopted in the
year 1766, of permitting Mr. John Oliver Briand tore-
turn to Quebeck in the character of Bithop of the Pro-
vince. For, by the power of suspending priefts from the
exercife of their clerical fun&ions, and depriving them
of their benefices, and interdiéting the perfermance of
divine worfhip in wholc parithes, which he claimed
and exercifed on various occafions, he kept the clergy
n fuch a flate of terror and fubje&ion to him, that no
prieft would ever venture to exprels any doubts concern-
ing the doétrines of the Church of Rome, or take the
smallcft step towards an adoption of the dotrines of
the Church of England.  Two remarkable inftances of
his exercife of these dangerous epifcopal powers in the
Province of Quebeck, exhibit fo clearly the imprudence
of the meafure of permitting him to return into the
Province in the charater of its Bifhop, that, though
they have already been publithed in the year 1776, in
the fecond volume of my Quebcck-papers, I will here
reprint them. They are a tranflation from an extraét
from a letter written in French by a Roman-Catholick
gentleman in the Province of Quebeck to a friend in
London in September, 1775,

A Tranflation
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A Translatior of two anecdotes concerning
the conduct of Joun OrLrver Brrawp, the
ngish Bishop of Quebeek; extracted from
a Letter written by a person of credit inthe
Province of Quebeck to his friend at London
about the end of Scntember, 1775.

SEVEN years ago Monfieur Vincelot, the Seignior of
Iflette, at the requifition of the bifhop of Quebeck in
his vifitation of the parithes of his diocefe, gave a picce
of ground, eight French arpents fquare, forthe inhabit-
ants of that parifh to build a church upon. And he
himfelf built upon it, at his own expeunce, an uncom-
monly (pacious parfonage-houfe, in which the people
of the parifh might meet to hear mafs during the ume
thechurch would take-upin building. And in this houfe
the prieft of the parifh lived. At the end of two years
Monficur Briand, the bithop, at the requeil of the
imhabitants of the higher part of the parifh, appointed
another place for the fituation of the chirch which the
inhabitants of it were to build: and the inhabitants ac-
cordingly begun to build the church in thislatter place;
and in the courfe of three years (they proceeding but
flowly in the work) made it fit for the performance of
divine fervice.  When the building of the church was
compleated, Mr. Vincelot refumed the pofleffion of the
former fpot of ground and of the parfonage-houfe
which he had built upon it; grouuding his right to
make this refumption upon the non-performance of
the condition upon which alone he had given this

-2D4 ground



408

ground to the parifl, which was “that they fhould erect
a church upon it.”” This proceeding gave otfence to the
bifhop, who immediately fent orders to the Curate of
the parifh to inform Mr. Vincelot, that what he had
once given to the church, he could never afier refume ;
and that he, the bifhop, thercfore required him immedi-
ately to reftore the piece of ground in queftion to the
Curate of the parifl ; and that, if he refufed to do fo,
he, the bithop, would immediately excommunicate him
and all his family.  This threat was difregarded by Mr,
Vincelot; and he continued to keep pofleflion of the
picce of ground. Upon this the Prelate flew into a
rage, and immediately commanded the fame Curate of
the parifh to acquaint Mr. Vincelot that he had excom-
municated him, and bhad extended the excommuni-
cation to his wife alfo, if fhe joined with him in his
refufal to reftore the land. Upon this Mr. Vincelot
brought the matter before one of the courts of Juftice,
and there openly reproached the bithop with his paf-
fionate and violent behaviour, and his inordinate
ambition and dcfire of making himfelf an abfolute ruler
i the province, and declared bim to be nothing lefs
than a difturber of the publick prace. The Judaes
ebferved a profound filence while Mr. Vincclot was
fpeaking, and then decided, that, as the conditions
upon which Mr. Vincelot had made the donation of
that piece of lund to the parith, had not been obferved,
the land mult revert to Mr. Vincelot,  This affair hap-
pened in the month of May, 1774, and wusthe occafion
of the bithop’s relaxing very much from the hauohtinefs
and feverity with which he had before treated Mr.
Vincelot.

Another and a much ftronger inftance of this bifhop’s
violence of temper bappened about four months after

the
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the former. A man that lived in the parith of St.
John, of which Monfieur Gafpé is the Seignior, want-
ed to marry a woman who was his coufin, though in a
pretty diftant degree. In order to this he applied to the
bifhop for a difpenfation to enable him to do fo. As
Mr. Briand is rather fond of money, he required of this
poor man, for the difpenfation he wanted, a fum of
money which was greater than the whole value of the
land he held in the parith. This threw the poor man
man into defpair; and he went to the proteftant minif-
ter of Quebeck, and defired him to marry him. But
the mufter refufed to do fo, and informed him of the
reafons which induced him to make this refufal. Upon
this the maa refolves to take a new courfe of his own
contriving.  He invites his relations and friends to his
houfe, and gives them afeaft ; and, before they fit-down
totable, he produces his intended bride ; and, in the
prefence of the girl’s father and of all the company
there affembled. the two parties declare their confent to
take cach other for man and wife. Now this procced-
ing was undoubtedly blameable ; and the man was
liable to be punithed for it.  But the pur:ithment of the
guilty parties was not fufficient to fatisty the bifhop’s
vengeance. Befides the man and the woman who had
been thus married, he excommunicated all the com-
pany who had been prefent on the occafion, and all the
inhabitants of the parifh without exception; fo that
Monfieur Galpé, the Seignior of the parifh, and his
Wite, who live at the diftance of four miles and a half
from the place where this offence was committed, were
involved in this excommunication. The Curate of
Iflette, who does the duty of the parifh of St. John, was
fent thither by the bithop to carry this fentence of
excommunuication into exccution. He accordingly comes

to
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to the parifh-church, and extinguifhes the lamp of the
principal altar, throws-down the wax-tapers upon the
ground, orders the beil to ring, burns the confecrated
bread, and carries-away the box that contained it, the
calice, and the fun, and reads the fentence of excom-
munication, and declarves that it 1s to continue 1n force
fo long as the parifh thall harbour within it thofe two
rcbels to the authority of the church.  Alarmed at this
terrible threat, the inhabitants of this unfortunate pa-
rith depute their church-wardens to the bithop to
implore his mcrey. The church-wardens repair to
Quebeck, and on their kuees intreat the bithop to take-
off the excommunication. But they could make no
binpreffion on him. On the contrary he behaved to
them with the greateft rudenefs and contempt, faying,
“ No ! Lwill by no me.vs take-off this excommunication.
T awill teach you to dread the power of a bifbop : and the
rell of the province will, in consequence of your exam-
ple, become mire obedicnt to the church. I thercfore
command you to drive thuse two wretches from among
you: and, if you oy this command, I will then con-
Sider what it may le proper for me to do with respeét to
the excommunication.””  The poor church-wardens,
ftill on their kuees, fell into tears at thofe barfh words,
and faid n anfwer to them, ¢ that, as those persons
were upom the:r vin land, they, the other parifbioners,
had no authority to drive them vt of the parifhy as bis
Lordfbip now required them tods : but that this could
only be duome by the Jud s’ Get you gone, you black-
guurdsy get wut of the room (bis moment;” replied
the bithop, and at the fame time opened them the door.
Upon this they rofe from their kneeling pofture, to go
vut of the room. But one of them, growing bolder
than the reft, ftayed Lehind in the roons for a fhort
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fpace of ime after the reft had quitted it, and faid to
the bifhop in a fleady tone of voice, in the hearing of
Mr. Mabane, (one of the Judges of the court of com-
mon pleas,) who happened to be with the bithop at the
time, “ My Lord, if this man had given you the 150
Dollars which you asked of him for a dispensation to
marry bis relation, you would bave granted him the
dispensation ; and then he would not bave been guilty
of this offence. And, now, my Lord, that be has been
guilty of ity youought to have confined your punifbment
to bim alone, and not have extended it t) the inbabitants
of a whole parish, who are entirely innocent.”” Mr,
Mabane was ftruck with the juftnefs of the obfervation,
and could not refrain from laghing when the man
delivered it; and he carneftly interceded with the bi-
fhop to take-off the excommunication. But he did not
fucceed. For the bithop thought fit to continue it for
two months longer, and then at laft took it off at the
humble and urgent requeft of Monficur and Madame
Gafpé, This ftory was related to e by Francis Le
Clerc, one of the church-wardens above-mentioned,
who waited on the bifhop at the defire of the other
inhabitants of the parith on the occafion above-
recited.

The French extra&t, of which this is a tranflation,
may be feen in the fecond volume of my Quebeck
papers, in pages 120, 121, 122—126. F. M.

Remarks
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Remarks on the truc meaning of the words
ToreraTION, ENDOWMENT, and EsTaBLisi-
MENT, when applied to a Religion adopted
and permitted in any country.

I 8avE obferved that {fome people are apt to ufe thefc
words int a confufed manner, or without annexing dif-
tin& Ideas to them, whenapplied to a mode of Religion
that is permitted or adopted in any country; which
makes it difficult to underftund their reafonings on the
fubjet and to come to any juft and fatisfaétory con-
clufions on it. 1t will therefore be ufeful to ftate the
feveral diftinét Ideas which ought to be annexed to
them in difcullions upon this fubjeét.

Now 1t aprears to me that there are threc different
methods in whicli a Religion, that is permitted by the
Government of a country to be profeffed and pradifed
n it, may be fupported, which may be diftinguifhed
from each other by the words Toleration, Endowwment,
and Estallishment,

When the Government of a country permits the
profeffors of a Religion to imeet-together in places of
worfhip of their own building, or hiring, and to have
divine worfhip performed in them, according to the Rites
and Ccremonies which they chufe to adopt, by priefts,
or minifters, of their own, whom they employ and hire
for the purpofe, that Religion is said fo Fe tolerated.

Thus the Quakers are tolerated in England, and fuch
vfthe Prelbyterians and other Proteftant Diffenters from
the church of England as comply with the conditions

required
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required by the two Toleration-acts of the 1 William
and Mary, and the 19 of the prefent king George the
111 are also Tolerated. But the other protefant diffent-
ers, who do not comply with thofe conditions, are not
tolerated, but are expofed to the penaliies of fevere laws
for worfhipping God according to their confciences in
their mecting-houlfus, or conventicles, as they are called
in thofe penal ftatutes. And in like manner the Ro-
man-Catholick religion was tolerated in Canada from
the conquett of the country by Sir Jeffery Amherft in
September, 1760, to the paffing of the Quebeck-act in
June 1774, when it was eftablifhed by that Act. * For
the people were permitted to affermble in their churches
and chapels to hear Mafs and to receive the Sacraments,
according to the rites of the Church of Rome, and the
priefls were permitted to officiate therein, without any
moleftation whatfoever: and the tythes and other profits
paid to the priefts on this account, were paid voluutarily
by the people who followed that mode of worfhip with-
out any right in the priefs to compel the pavment oi
them by afuit at law. This was perfeé? tolevasion.
Bat it is poffible that a government, though it mayv
think it necefflary in point of Juftice to permit the
followers of a particular religion to meet together in
moderate numbers to worfhip God in their own way,
may yet not think it expedient to let that religion take
root in the country in a manner that is likely to increafe
the number of its votaries. And in this cafe they may
forbid its being endowed by gifts of land, or othe:
permanent property, affigned to truftees for the perma-
nent fupport of it. This, I apprehend, would not be
inconfiftent with toleration, nor at all unjuft towards
the profeflors of fuch barely-tolerated religion 5 becaufe

every flatc has a 1ight to judge of the utility of the pur-
pofus
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pofes for which it allows the property of any of its
members to be aliened in mortmain.

But on the other hand it is poffible that a govern-
ment may think a particular mode of rcligion, though
not worthy to be fupported and encouraged by publick
authority, vet to be fo very innocent and inoffenfive to
the flate that they may indulge the profeffors of it with
a liberty to alien their land, or other property, in mort-
main for the permanent fupport of the minifters and
and teachers of it; as in England and other countries
in Europe, men are permitted tc found Profefforthips of
the Sciences in Univerfities, or to alien a part of their
property in Mortmain for the maintenance of the Pro-
feffors of them. Where this is permitted with refpect
to any particular religion, and private perfons have
made ufe of fuch permitlion, and have fettled perma-
nent funds for the maintenance of the minifters and
teachers of fuch religion, that religion may be faid o
be endowed.

Laftly, where the government of a country provides a
fund by their own publick authority for the mainte-
nance of the minifters and teachers of any Religion,
fuch a Religion is faid to le established.

Thus, before the Reformation the Popifh religion was
eflablithed in Englaud 5 becaufc tythes, and other pub-
lick funds, were appuinted by the Law of the land for
the maintenance of the priefts that taught it.  And at
the Reformation, Ly the ftatute of 1t of Elizabeth, cap.
1. for abolifhing the foreign Jurifdiion of the Pope ;
all priefts who held bencfices were required to abjure
the fupremacy of the Pope, and acknowledge that of
the Queen; that 15, the benefices, or publick funds
afligned for the maintenance of the publick teachers of
religion, were transferrud from the Popifh priefts, who

acknowledged
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acknowledged the Pope to be the head of the church,
to the Proteftant priefts who acknowledged the Queen
to be fo; and by that transter the Proteftant Religion
became established. This is the only fenfe in which
the Church of England can he faid to be cftablithed at
this day. Its pricfts are paid for performing its cere-
monics, and teaching its dorines, by funds affigned
to them by the publick authority of the ftate.  Aund in
the fame fenfe the Roman-Catholick religion may be
faid to be eftablithed in Canada by the late a& of
parhament in the year 1774, For a publick fund, to
wit, the tythes of the Popith parifhioners, that is, of
49 perfons out of every 50 throughout the province, is
hereby affigned to the Romifh priefts as a maintenance
and reward for performing the ceremonies, and teaching
the doctrines of that religion.

I know that fome perfons have afferted that this
meafure is not an eftablithment of the Popifh relivion
in Canada, becaufe the Proteflant parifhioners are not
obliged to pay tythes to the Romifh priefts.  But this
affe@s only the guantum of the Provifion made for the
maintenance of thofe priefts and the religion they are
to teach. It is fomewhat lefs ample than it would be
if the Proteftants were forced to pay the tythes to them
as well as the Roman-catholicks. But the nature and
defign of the Provifion are the fame in both cafes. It
is a fund provided by publick authority for the fupport
of priefts, to exercife and teach the religion of the
church of Rome. And this, [ prefume, is all thatis
meant by thofe who have affirmed that the Popifh reli-
gion s eftablifbed by this act of parliament, and is all
that the words, eftablifhment of a religion, naturally
and ufually import.

OF
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or

TRUE RELIGION,

HERESY, SCHISM, TOLERATION ;

AND

WHAT BEST MEANS MAY BE USED,

AGAINST THE

GROWTH OF POPERY .*

BY JOHN MILTON, ESQ.

The Author of Faradise Lost.

e ——

It is unknown to no man, who knows aught of con-
cernment among us, that the increafe of Popery is at
thisday nofmall trouble and offence tothe greateft part of
the nation ; and the rejoicing of all guod men that it is
fo : the more their rejoicing, that C::d hath given a
heart to the people to remember fill their great and
happy deliverance from Popifh thraldom, and to efteem
fo highly the precious benefit of his gofpel, fo freely
and fo peaceably enjoyed among them. Since there-
fore fome have already in publick with many confider-
able arguments exhorted the people to beware the
growth of this Romifh weed ; I thooght it no lefs than
a common duty to lend my band, how unable foever,
to fo good a purpofe. I will not now enter into the la-
byrinth of Councils and Fathers,—an intangled wood
which the papifts love to fight in, not with hope of
victory, but to obfcure the thame of an open overthrows
which yet in that kind of combat, many heretofore,

* Printed in the Year 1673
and
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and one of late, hath eminently given them. Aund
fuch manner of difpute with them, to learned men is
ufeful and very commendable. But I fhall infit now
on what is plainer to common apprehension, and what
I have to fay, without longer introduion.

True religion is the true worfhip and fervice of God,
learnt and believed from the word of God only. No
man, or angel, can know how Ged would be worthipped
and ferved, unlefs God reveal it. He hath revealed and
taught it us in the Holy Scriptures by infpired minifters,
and in the Gofpel by his own Son and his A poftles, with
firi&eft command to reject all other traditions, or addi-
tions, whatfocver,  According to that of St. Paul,
“ Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other Gofpel unto you, than that which we have
preached unto you, let himbe anathema, or accurfed.”
And Deut. iv. 2. % Ye fhall not add to the word
which I command you, neither fhall you diminith
aught from it.” Rev. xxii. 18, 19. “If any man
fhall add, &c. If any man thall take-away from the
words,” &c. With good and rcligious reafon, there-
fore all Proteftant churches with one confent, and
particularly the church of England in her thirty-nine
articles, artic. 6th, 19th, 2oth, 21ft, and elfewhere,
maintain thefe two points, as the main principles of
true religion : that the rule of true religion is the word
of Godonly : and that their faith ought not to be an
implicit faith, thatis, to believe, though as the church
belicves, againft, or without, exprels authority of Serip-
ture. And, if all Protefants, as univerfally as they
hold thefe two principles, fo attentively and religioufly
would obferve them, they would avoid and cut-off
many debates and contentions, {chifms, and perfecu-
tions, which too oft have been among them, and more
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firmly unite againft the common adverfary. For hence
it direély follows, that no true Proteftant can per-
fecute, ornot tolerate, his fellow-proteftant, though
diffenting from him in fome opinions, but he muft
flatly deny and renounce thefe two his own main
principles, whereon true religion is founded ; while
he compels his brother from that which he believes
as the manifet word of God, to an implicit faith
(which he himfelf condemns) to the endangering of
his brother's foul, whether by rath belicf, or outward
conformity 3 for ¢ whatfoever is not of faith, is fin.”
I will now as briefly fhow what is falfe religion or
herely, which will be done as eafily : for of contraries
the definitions muft needs be contrary. Herefy there-
fore is a religion taken-up and believed from the tradi-
tions of men and additions to the word of God.
Whence alfo it follows clearly that of all known feés,
or pretended religions, at this day in Chriftendom,
Popery is the only, or the greateft, Herefy : and he who
is {o forward to brand all others for Hereticks, the ob-
ftinate Papift, the only,Heretick. Hence one of their
own famous writers found juft caufe to ftile the Romith
Church ¢ Mother of crror, fchool of Herefy.” And,
whereas the Papift boafts himf{elf to be a Roman-Ca~
tholick, it is a mere contradition, one of the Pope’s
bulls, as if he thould fay, univerfal particular, a Ca-

The rue  tholick fchifmmatick., For Catb‘zlick in Greek fignifies

meaning of

the phrase
Cuatholick
Clurch.

Of Sects,

univerfal: and the Chriftian Church was fo called
as confifting of all nations to whom the Gofpel was
to be preached, in contradiftin@ion to the Jewith
Church, which confifted, for the moft part, of Jews

only.
Seds may be in a true Church as well as in a falfe,
when men follow the doétrine oo much forthe teacher’s
fake
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fake, whom they think almoft infallible; and this
Becomes, through infirmity, implicit faith; and the
name Seéfary pertains to fuch a difciple. Sectaries.
© Schifm is a rent, or divifion, in the church, when it Schism.
comes to the feparating of congregations; and may
alfo happen to a true church, as well as to a falfe; yet
in the true needs not tend to the breaking of commu-
nion, if they can agree in the right adminiftration of
that wherein they communicate, keeping their other
opinions to themfelves; not being deftru&ive to Faith.
The Pharifecs and Sadducees were two feéts; yet both
met-together in their common worfhip of God at Je-
rufalem. But here the Papifls will angrily demand,
what! are Lutherans, Calvinifts, Anabaptifts, Socinians,
" Arminians, no Hereticks ? I anfwer, all thefe may have
fome errors, but are no Hereticks. Herefy is in the Difference
will and choice profefledly againft Scripture ; error is ::vefstm
againft the will, in mifunderlanding the Scripture Eror-
after all fincere endeavours to underftand it rightly:
Hence it was faid well by one of the ancients, ¢ Err
I may, but a HeretickI will not be.”  Itis a human
frailty to err, and no man 1s infallible here on carth.
But fo long as all thefe profefs to fet the word of God
only before them as the rule of faith and obedience
and ufe all diligence and fincerity of heart, by reading,
by learning, by ftudy, by prayer for Illumination of
the Holy Spirit, to underftand the rule and obey it,
they have done what man can do: God will affuredly
pardon them, as he did the friends of Job: good and
pious men, though much miftaken, as there it appears,
in fome points of doétrine.
-But fome will fay, ¢ with Chriftians it is otherwife,
whom God hath promifed by his fpirit to teach all
“things.” True, all things abfolutely neceflary to fa‘!va-
2E3 tion *
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tion: But the hotteft difputes among Proteflants,
calmly and charitably enquired-into, will be found
lefs than fuch, The Lutheran holds Consubstantiation
an error indeed, but not mortal, The Calvinift is
taxed with Predestination, and to make God the author
of fin; not with any difhonourable thought of God,
but, it may be, over-zcaloufly afferting his abfolute
power, not without plea of Scripture. The Anabaptift
is accufed of denying infants their right to baptilm;
again they fay, they deny nothing but what the Scrip-
ture dentes them. The Arian and Socinian are charged
to difpute againft the Trinity : They affirm to believe
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, according to Scrip-
ture and the Apoftolick Creed ; as for terms of Trinity,
Trini-unity,Co-essentiality, Tri-personality,and thelike,
they reject them as fcholaftick notions, not to be found
m Scripture, which,by ageneral Proteftant maxim,
1s plain and perfpicuous abundantly to explain its own
meaning in the propere(t words, belonging to fo high
a matter, and fo neccflary to be known; a myftery
indeed in their fophiftick fubtilities, but in Scripture
a plain do@rine. Their other opinions are of lefs
moment. They difpute the fatisfattion of Chrift, or
rather the word ¢ Satisfa&ion,” as not Scriptural :
but they acknowledge him both God and their Saviour.
The Arminian, laftly, is condemned for fetting-up free
will againft free grace; but that imputation he dif-
claims in all his writings, and grounds himfelf largely
upon Scripture onlv. It cannot be denied that the
authors, or late revivers, of all thefe fe&s, or opinions,
were learned, worthy, zealous, and religious men, as ap-
pears by their lives written; and the {ame [may be faid}
of their many eminent and learned followers, perfe&
and powerful in the Scriptures, holy and unblameable in

their
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their lives; and it cannot be imagined that God would
defert fuch painful and zealous labourers in his Church,
and oft-times great fufferers for their confcience, to
damnable errors and a reprobate fenfe, who had fo
often implored the affitance of his Spirit; but rather,
having made no man infallible, that he hath pardoned
their errors, and accepts their pious endeavours, fin-
cerely fearching all things acccording to the rule of
Scripture, with fuch guidance and dire@ion as they
can obtain of God by prayer. What Proteftant then,
who himfelf maintains the fame principles, and dif-
avows all implicit faith, would perfecute, and not
rather charitably tolerate, fuch men as thefe, unlefs
he mean to abjure the principles of his own religion?
If it be afked, how far they fhould be tolerated? I
an{wer, doubtlels equally, as being all Proteftants;
that is, on all occafions ready to give account of their
faith, either by arguing, [orby]preaching intheirfeveral
affemblies, [or by] publick writing, and the freedom of
printing.  For, if the French and Polonian Proteftants
enjoy all this liberty among Papifts, much more may
a Proteftant jultly expe& it among Proteftants; and
yet fometimes, liere among us, the one perfecutes the
other upon every flight pretence.

But he is wont to fay, he enjoins only things indif-
ferent. Let them be fo ftill; who gave him authority
to change their nature by enjoining them? if by his
own principles, as is proved, he ought to tolerate
controverted points of doétrine not fhghitly grounded
on Scripture, much more ought Le not to impofe
things indifferent without Scripture. In religion no-
thing is indifferent ; but, if it come once to be impofed,
is either a command or a prohibition, and fo con ¢-
quently an addition to the word of Gud, which he

283 proteie
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profefles to difallow. Befides, how unequal, how une
charitable muft it needs be, to impofe that which his
confcience cannot urge him to impofe, upon him
whefe confcience forbids him to obey? What can it
be but love of contention for things not neccflary to be
done, to moleft the confcience of his brother, who
bolds them neceffary to be not done? To conclude, let
fuch an one but call to mind his own principles above-
mentioned, and he muft neceffarily grant, that neither
can he impofe, nor the other believe or obey, aught in
religion, but from the word of God only. More
amply to underftand this, may be read the 14th and
15th Chapters to the Romans, and the contents of the
14th, fet-forth no doubt but with full authority of the
Church of England; the glofs is this: ¢ Men may
not coutemn, or condemn, one the other for things
indifferent.”  And in the 6th article above-mentioned,
¢ whatfoever is not read in Holy Scripture, nor may
be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man
as an article of Faith, or necceffary to Salvation.”
And certainly what is not fo, is not to be required at
all; as being an additicn to the word of God exprefsly
forbidden,

Thus this long and hot conteft, whether Proteftants
ought to toleratc one another, if men will be but ra-
tional and not purtial, nmoav beended without need of
more words to compole it.

Z}h;(.;l:i\l?‘ Let us now enquire whether Popery be tolerable or
" no. Popery is a double thing todeal with, and claims
a twofold powcr, Ecdlesiastical, and Political, both
ufurped, and the vne fupperting the other.

But Ecclesiastical is cver pretended to Political,
The Pope by this mixt faculty pretends right to king-
floms and flates, and efpecially to this of England;
' thrones,
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thrones, and unthrones kings, and abfulves the people

from their obedience to them ; fometimes interdi&s to

whole nations the publick worfhip of God, fhutting-up

their churches: and was wont to drain-away the greatett

part of the wealth of this then miferable 1and, as part

of his patrimony, to maintain the pride and luxury of

his court and prelates: and now, fince, through the
infinite mercy and favour of God,we have (haken-off his
Bubylonifhyoke, hath not ceafed by his {piesandagents,

Bulis, and Emiflaries,[toendeavour] once todeftroy both
kingand parliament ; [and]perpetuallytofeduce,corrupt,

and pervert as many as they can of the people. Whe-

ther therefore it be fit or reafonable, to tolerate men

thus principled in religion towards the ftate, I fubmit

it to the confideration of all magiftrates, who are befl

able to provide for their own and the publick fafety. As The exer-
for tolerating the exercife of their religion, fuppofing E;;,;’;:VT,
their ftate-aivities not to be dangerous, I apfiwer, that ship iside

latrous, and
toleration is either publick or private ; and the exercile thescfore

of their religion, as far as it is idolatrous, can be tole- ?;%:t,:fr
rated neither way : not publickly, withont grievous rated.
and unfufferable fcandal given to all confcientious be-
holders ; not privately, without great offence to God,
declared againft all kind of idolatry, though fecret.
Ezek. viii. 7, 8. ¢ And he brought me to the door of
the court, and, when I looked, beholda bole in the wall.
Then faid he unto me, fon of man, dig now in the wall:
and when I had digged, behold a door; and he faid
unto me, go-in, and behold the wicked abominations
that they do here.””  And ver. 12. ¢ Then faid he
nnto me, fon of man, haft thou fcen what the ancients
of the houfe of Ifrael do in the dark " &ec. And it ap-
pears by the whole chaprer, that God was no lefs of.
fended with thefe fecret idolatries, than with thofe in
2E4 publick;
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publick ; and nolefs provoked, than to bring-on and
haften his judgments on the whole land for thefe alfo.

Having thewn thus, that Popery, as being Idolatrous,
1s not to be tolerated either in publick or in private; it
muft be now thought how to remove it and hinder the
growth thereof; I mean in our natives, and not fo-
reigners, privileged by the Law of nations. Are we to
punith them by corporal punithment, or fines in their
eftates, upon account of their religion ? I fuppofe it
ftands not with the clemency of the gofpel, more than
what appertains to the fecurity of the flate : but, firft,
we muft remove their Idolatry, and all the furniture
thercof, whether Tdols, or the Mafs, wherein they
adore their God under bread and wine: for the com-

Imecs and mandment forbids to adore, not only ¢“any graven

all marer-

als, Crop-
stmenis
of ldn'atry,
aurhit he
pretitited
anl ie-

moved.

image, hut the likenefs of any thing in heaven above,
or in the carth Leneath, orin the water under the earthy
thou fh-lt riot bow-down to them, nor worfhip them ;
for I ihe Lord thy God am a jealous God.”” If they
fav, that by removing their Idols we violate their con-
fcicnces, we have no warrant to regard confctence
which is not grounded on Scripture: and they them-
felves confifs in thuir late defences, that they hold not
their images necefary to falvation, but only as they
arc enjoined them by tradition.

Shall we condefcend to difpute with them ? The
Scripture is our only principle in religion and by that
only they will not be judyed, but will add other prin-
ciples of their own, which, forbidden by the word of
God, we cannot affent to. And [in feveral places of
the gofpel] the commmon maxim alfo in Logick is,
¢ againft them who dany principles, we are not to
difpute.””  Let them bound their difputations on the
Bcripture only, apd an ordinary Protefiant, well-read in
the
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the Bible, may turn and wind their. do&ors. They
will not go-about to prove their Idolatries by the word
of God, butturn to fhifts and evafions, aund frivolous
diftin¢tions : Idols, they fay, are laymen’s books, and a
great means to ftir-up pious thoughts and devotion in
the learnedeft. 1 fay, they are no means of God’s ap-
pointing, but plainly the contrary : let them hear the
prophets; Jer. x. 8. ¢ The ftockisa do&rine of vani-
ties.” Hab. ii. 18. ¢ What profiteth the graven image
that the maker thereof hath graven it: the molten
image and a teacher of lies?”” But they alledge in their
late anfwers, that the laws of Mofes, given only to the
~Jews, concern not us under the Gofpel ; and remember
not that Idolatry is forbidden as exprefsly: but with
thefe wiles and fallacies ¢¢ compafling fea and land,
like the Pharifees of old, to make one profelyte, they
Jead-away privily* many fimple and ignorant fouls, men
and women, ¢ and make them twofold more the chil-
dren of hell than themfelves,” Mat, xxiii. 15, But
the Apoftle bath well warned vs, T may f{ay, from fuch
deceivers as theles for their myftery was then working.
I befeech you, brethren,” faith he, ¢ mark them
which caufe divifions and offences, contrary to the
do&rine which ye have learned ; and avoid them: for
they that are fuch, ferve not our Lord Jefus Chuift,
but their own belly, and by good wordsand fair fpceches
deceive the heart of the fimple,” Rom. xvi. 17, 18.
The next means to hinder the growth of Popery, E;ZR:T;S

will be 1o read duly and diligently the holy feriptures, ditigent in

. . . . B '
which, as St. Paul faith to Tinothy, (who bad known :ﬁ;,‘;{iﬁ;hc

% « Besides what the grim: wolf willh privy paw
ity vevours apase”
In Vilton's Plegy on the death ¢f his worthy and learned friend,
the Rev. M. Laward King, writtea inthe year 1658, and intitled
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them from a child)) ¢ are able to make wife unto falva.
tion.”” And to the whole church of Colofli; ¢“Let the
word of Chrift dwell in you plentifully, with all wif-
dom,”” Col.iii. 16. The Papal, Antichriftian, church
permits not her Laiety to read the Bible in their own
tongue: our church on the contrary hath propofed it to
all men, and to this end tranflated it into Englith, with
profitable notes on what is met-with obfcure, though
what is moft ncceffary to be known be fill plaineft ;
that all forts and degrees of men, not underftanding
the original, may read it in their mother-tongue.
Neither let the countryman, the tradesman, the law-
yer, the phyfician, the ftatesman, excufe himfelf by
his mnch bufinefs from the ftudious reading thereof.
Our Saviour faith, Luke x. 41, 42, ¢ Thouart care-
ful and troubled about many things; but one thing is
needful.” If they were afked, they would be loth to
fet earthly things, wealth, or honour, before the wif-
dom of falvation. Yet moft men, in the courfe and
praltice of their lives, are found to do fo; and,
through unwillingnefs to take the pains of underftand-
ing their religion by their own diligent fludy, would
fain be faved by a deputy. Hence comes Implicit faith,
ever learning and never taught, much hearing and fmall
proficience, till waut of fundamental knowledge eafily
turns to fuperftiticn or Popery : thercfore the Apoftle
admonifhes, Ephef. iv. 14. ¢ That we henceforth be
no more children, toffed to and fro and carried-about
with every wind of deétrine, by the fleight of men,
and cunning craftinefs, whereby they lie-in-wait to de-
ceive.””  Every member of the church, at least of any
breeding or capacity, ought to be fo well grounded in
fpiritual knowledge, as, if need be, to examine their
teachers themfelves, Aés xvii. 11. ¢ They fearched

the
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the Scriptures daily, whether thofe things were fa,
Rev.ii. 2. ¢ Thou haft tried them which {ay they are
apoftles, and are not”’ How fhould any private Chrife
tian try his teachers, unlefs he be well-grounded him-
felf in the rule of Scripture, by which he is taught ? As
therefore among Papifis, their ignorance in Scripture
chiefly upholds Popery ; fo among Proteftant people,
the frequent and ferious reading thereof will foonef pull

Popery down,
Another means to abate Popery, arises from the
conftant reading of Scripture, wherein believers who
agree in the main, are every-where exhorted to mutual
-forbearance and charity one towards the other, though
diffenting in fome opinions. It is written that the
coat of our Saviour was without feam; whence fome
would infer, that there fhould be no divifion in the
Church of Chrift. It fhonld be {o indeed; yet feams
in the fame cloth, neither hurt the garment, nor mif-
become it; and not only feams, but fchifms will be
while mer are fallible: but, if they who diffent in
- matters not effential to belief, while the common adver-
fary is in the field, fhall ftand jarring and pelting at one
another, they will be foon routed and fubdued. The
Papift with open mouth makes much advantage of our
feveral opinions ; not that heis able to confute the
worft of them, but that we, by our contjnual jangle
among ourfelves, make them worfe than they are indeed.
To fave ourfelves, therefore, and refit the common
enemy, it concerns us mainly to agree within ourfelves,
that with joint forces we may not only hold our own,
but get ground ; and why fhould we not? The Gofpel
gcommands us to tolerate one another, though of vari-
ous opinions, and hath promifed a good and happy
gvent thereof ; Phil, iii. 15. ¢ Let us therefore, as
many
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many as be perfe@, be thus minded; and if in any
thing ve be otherwife minded, God fhall reveal even
this unto vou.” And wc are bid, 1 Thefl v. 21.
¢ Prove all things, hold-faft that which is good.”  St.
Paul judged that not only to tolerate, but to examine
and prove all things, was no danger to our holding faft
that which is good. How fhall we prove alt things,
which includes all opinions at leaft, founded on Scrip-
ture, unlefs we not only tolerate them, but patiently
hear them, and ferioufly read them ? If he who thinks
himflf in the truth, profeflts to have learnt it, not by
implicit faith, but by attentive ftudy of the feriptures,
and full perfuafion of heart ; with what equity can he
refufe to hear or read hiny, who demonflrates to have
gained his knowledge by the fame way? Isit a fair
courfe to affert truth, by arrogatinz to bimfeif the only
freedom of fpeech. and flopping the mouths of others
equally eifred » This s the dire€t way to bring-in that
papiftical, implicit, faith which we all difclaim. They
pretend it would unfettle the weaker fort; the fame
croundlefs fear is pretended by the Romifh clergy. At
Jeaft then, let them have leave to write in Latin, which
the common people underfiand not 5 that what they
hold may be difcuflcd among the learned only. We
1:ffer the Idolatrous books of Papifts, without this fear,
to be fold and rcad as common as our own: why not
muchrather of Aoabaptifts, Arians, Arminians, and So-
cmianz ? Thoerois no learned man but will confefs he
hath much profited by reading controverfies, his fenfes
awal-ned,  his judgement (harpened, and the truth
which he tiolds, more finmly eftablithed. If then it be
profitable for him to read,” why fhould it not, at leatt,
betolerable and free for Lis adverfary towrite? In Logick,
they teach, that contraries laid-together miore evidently

appear;
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appear; it follows then, that, all controverfy being per-
mitted, falthood will appear the more falfe, and truth
the more true ; which muft needs conduce much, not
only to the confounding of Popery, but to the general
confirmation of unimplicit truth,

The laft means to avoid Popery, is to amend our
lives, Itisa general complaint that this Nation, of late
years, 13 grown more numeroufly and exceffivcly
vicious than heretofore; pride, luxury, drankennels,
whoredom, curfing, fwearing, bold and open atheifm,
every-where abounding: where thefe grow, no wonder
if Popery alfo grow a-pace. There is no man fo wicked,
but fometimes his confcience will wring him with
thoughts of another world, and the peril of his foul ;
the trouble and melancholy which he conceives of true
repentance and amendment he cnduares not, but inclines
rather to fome carnal fuperftition, which may pacify
and lull his confcience with fome more pleafing doc-
trine, None more ready and officious to offer herfelf
than the Romith, and opens wide her office, with all
her faculties, to receive him; eafly confeflion, ealy
abfolution, pardons, indulgences, mafles for him both
quick and dead, Agnus Dei’s, reliques, and the like:
and he, inftead of ¢ working-out his falvation with
fear and trembling,” ftrait thinks in his hecart (like
another kind of fool than he in the pfalms) to bribe

- God as a corrupt Judge; and by his proétor, fome
priett, or fryer, to buy-out his peace with money,
which he cannot with his repentance. For God,
when men fin outragioufly, and will not be admonithed,
gives-over chaftizing them, perhaps, by peftilence,
fire, fword, or famine, which may all turn to their
good, and takes-up his fevereft punifhments, hardnefs,
befottednefs, of heart, and idolatry, to their final per-
dition, Idolatry brought the Heathen to heinous

trans-
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tranfgreffions, Rom. ii. Aund heinous tranfgreffions
oft-times brina the flight profeffors of true religion,
to grofs Idolatry : 1 Thefl. ii. 11, 12. ¢ For this caufe
God fhall fend them firong deiufion that they fhould
believe a lye, that they all might be damned who be-
lieve not the truth, but had pleafure in unrighteou(nels.”
And Ifaiah xliv. 18. fpeaking of Idolaters, ¢ They
have not known nor underftood; for he hath fhut their
eyes that they cannot fee, and their hearts that they
cannot underftand.”  Let us therefore, ufing this laft
means, (laft here fpoken-of, but firfttobe done,) amend
our lives with all fpeed ; left through impenitency we
run into that ftupidity, which we now feek all means
fo wearily to avoid, the worft of fuperftitions, and the
heavieft of all God's judgements, Popery.

By this tralt on Toleration it appears that Milton,
(though a moft powerful and vehement advocate for
both Civil and Religious Liberty), yet thought that
Papifts, from the hoftility of their principles to the
members of all other Churches but that of Rome, were
not proper objeéts of Toleration, under a Protefiant
Government. How much more would he have been
fhocked, if he had been now living, at the opinion that
is now adopted by the new Whigs, as they call them-
felves, who wifh not only to tolerate them, or permit
them to profefs the Popith Religion, and make ufe of
the mafs, and the Popith facraments in their places of
worfhip, (which is properly Toleration,) but to make
them capable of holding judicial offices and acininittering
the laws of England in our Courts of Judicature, and
of commanding our Navies and Armies. This they call
Catholick Emancipation ; but I thould think it ought
rather to bo called Catholick Exaltation.



