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INTRODUCTION.

HE Britith nation, renowned through

every age, never gained by all her con-
quefts, even when her arms fubdued France,
and thundered at the gates of Paris, fuch
a valuable acquifition as her fettlements in
North America. To lawlefs power, to fac-
tion, and to party rage, thefe fpreading colo-
niesowed their firmeft eftablithment. Whenthe
mother-country was in the moft deplorable of
fituations, when the axe was laid to the root
of the conftitution, and all the fair blofloms
of civil liberty were deftroyed; even then,
from the bare trunk, defpoiled of all its ho-
nours, fhot forth thefe branches, as from a
ftock, where native vigour was ftill kept alive.

The impolitic perfecutions of king Charles,
and his unwife miniftry, forced numbers of
his fubjects to feek abroad that liberty of con-
fcience they were denied at home. Happy
had it been for that unfortunate prince, it he
had never checked thefe emigrations. Had
- thofe, of whom he condefcended to afk coun-

fel, feen and attended to his intcredl, and |
that of the nation, they would have confidered
A2 it



iv INTRODUCTION.

it as good policy, to let thefe high fpirits take
their courfe, and fettle themfelves in America,
where it was plain they muft be dependant
on, and very likely that they would, in time,
become ferviceable to their mother-country.
But they followed other methods; and the
ruin of the king, together with the fubver-
ficn of his government, chiefly by thofe very
men whom he.forbade to depart his domi-
nions, were the confequences.

To rebellion fucceeded anmarchy, to anar-
chy, a defpotifm much worfe than any the
people had before complained of :~—yet as the
opprefled party became the victors, and ruled
every thing at home, they were little difpofed
tocolonize;and during the ufurpationof Crom-
well, greater numbers returned from America to
England, thanemigrated from Englandto Ame-
rica. The reftoration once more changed the
fcene: patents and charters were freely granted
by K. Charles I1. to fuch of his fubjets as chofe
to fettle in the new world. James IL reviving
the perfecution of the diffenters, they fill
continued to flock thither; and in his reign,
we find the colonies in a flourithing ftate.
Convenience, and a love of independancy,
~have done fince the revolution, that which per-

fecution



INTRODUCTION. v

fecution did before ; and we now behold thefe
fettlements arrived to fuch a height of power,
as to be able to conteft certain points with their
mother-country, which, it is a great pity,
fhould ever be brought into difpute. .

When the Spaniards firft difcovered South-
America, they found a beautiful and fertile
country, filled with inhabitants; aboundiny
with natural productions, and with mines of
hidden treafure. They depopulated who'le re-
gions, flew thoufands of the ishabitants, and
compélled thoufands to ranfack the bowels of
the earth for gold, to gratify their infatiable
avarice.—What was the confequence ?—They
loft more by this condu&, than they gained
by all the riches of Mexico and Peru; and
Spain, to this day, has caufe to curfe the zra-
when the new world was difcovered. Their
gold ferves only to enrich other nations ;
whereas commerce and good government
" would have enriched themfelves : their ill-oot.
ten wealth often proves an incitement to their
neighbours to make war upon them; while
Spain is perpetually drained of her inhabi-
tants to people thofe colonies ; which, weigh-
ing every circumftance, may juftly be fuid to
be rather burthenfome than ferviceable to her.

How .
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How different has been the condu& of the
Englith! They founded in barren countries
and inclement climes, amidft all the difficulties
arifing from war, famine, and difeafe, a laft-
ing and a flourifhing empire. They forfook
the fertile lands, the feat of their fore-fathers,
to feck new habitations amongft an unknown
and a favage race. 'They cleared vaft forelts;
cultivated, with the fweat of their brow, an
untilled, and often a thanklefs foil. In the
midft of woods and defarts, they erected towns,
and formed well-regulated focieties; in the
haunts of wild nations, they eftablithed good
government and order. Their habitations
were as cities of refuge to their countrymen,
when labouring under any difcontent at home :
mean while, a more {fubftantial benefit accrued
from their commerce with Great-Britain, than
from all the Spanifh mines of treafure in the
wealthy regions of South-America,

Never did fortitude and magnanimity, ne-
ver did wifdom and found policy thine more
confpicuous, than in the firft fettlers in North-
America; though, like all other hiftories,
that of the colonies is fometimes ftaincd
with blood. There were times, when thofe
who fled from perfecution themfclves becaie

peifecutors,
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perfecutors ; forgetful of that liberty for which
they had fo lately contended, fome among
them fought to deprive their fellow-colonifts
of the undoubted right of all men, to think
freely in regard to matters of religion. Hence
arofe troubles and jealoufies, heart-burnings
and animofities ; but thefe were not to laft for
ever: reafon appeafed them, and thewed, in
a juft light, the abfurdity of fuch proceedings.
Since that period, they have agreed better
among themfelves, and have proved ufeful to
their fellow-fubjects in Britain, till the late
unhappy conteft arofe, which hereafter both
parties may have but too much caufe to re-
pent. — But it is not my defign here to
enter into the difpute, which will be more
amply confidered in the courfe of the follow-
ing theets,

I fhall only obferve, that the worft of con-
fequences muoft neceffarily arife from fuch
contentions, to the joy of our common ene-
mies, and to the grief of every true patriot,
whether in England or in North-America;
and that, as things have fallen out, it is
well our intriguing neighbours the French,
- have at prefent fo little footing in the
weftern world, They who have ever de-

lighted
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lighted in fomenting difcord, and who ever
looked on our fuccefles in thofe parts with a
jealous eye, would doubtlefs have fhewed
themfclves forward enough on this occafion,
to have taken advantage of the difputes be-
tween Great-Britain and her colonies; and,
in fuch a cafe, it is impoflible to tell where
the evil might have ended.

I fhall conclude this introducory difcourfe,
with remarking, that, as it is likely many of
thefe differences have arifen rather from mif-
take than from defign, fo nothing is more ra-
tional to fuppofe, than that a thorough know-
ledge of each other’s interefts, may contri-
bute to the recoriciliation of both parties, and
be the means of once more uniting them in
bonds of union, and procuring for them a laft-
ing and undifturbed repofe ; which is the fin-
cere with of every true patriot and difinte-
refted Briton.
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F all the improvements and ufeful arts.

which the wit of mortals has invented, that

of navigation, is juftly held in the high-
eft efteem, as it makes commerce flourith, pro-
motes and extends the benefits of fociety, and con-
nefts us with thofe diftant countries, which muft
otherwife have been feparated from us for ever. —
But now vaft oceans are no longer confidered as ob-
ftacles ; the prevailing induftry of men has ren-
dered the boifterous elements fubfervient to their
purpofe ; winds and feas have been obedient to
them ; and fince the compafs has been in ufe,
fcarcely any thing has been deemed impoffible to
bold and perfevering adventurers.

Vou. . B
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Tt was not till the fifteenth century that this excel
lent invention was adopted; and the utility of it foor
after fufficiently appeared, in the difcovery of diftant
lands lying in another hemifphere, with abundance of
other advantages, which will be enjoyed by latefl
pofterity. 'Till this period, people were accuftomed
to direct their courfe by the ftars, and to make te-
dious coafting voyages, feldom trufting themfelves
in the main fea, unlefs compelled by contrary
winds, or unforefeen accidents, It is fcarcely conceiv-

_ able with what painsthe Pheeniciansand othernations
of antiquity made their voyages and difcoveries, tra-
ded, and fent colonies abroad. Perfeverance alone
enabled them to overcome difficuities which at firf
feemed unfurmountable, The hiftories of thofe times
mixed fables with facts ; and fome later writers would
even perfuade us that the continent, which we call
America, was known to the ancients, before the peo-
ple of Europe, Afia, or Africa, could poffibly be
fuppofed to imagine that there was fuch a track of
land exifting in the world.

The Portuguefe were the firft Europeans whe
made any very valuable difcoveries. ‘They touch-
ed at the Azores; they paffed the Equator, and
afterwwards failed along the weftern coaft of Africa,
till they doubled its {outhmoft cape, to which
they gave the name of Bona Efperanza, and landed
in 1493, at Calicut in the Eaft-Indies, under their
famous admiral Vafco de Gama. The fuccefs of
this expedition gave birth to many others; ‘and firft

ins
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infpired the famous Chriftopher Columbus *, with
the notion of undertaking an expedition, which
ended in the difcovery of the vaft continent of

America.
He conceived the defign of failing to the Indies

by fteering weftward, founding his hopes of fuc-
cefs, chiefly on the fpherica! figure of the earth.
In this he was deceived ; but his error produced a
moft valuable confequence. After having in vain
applied to king John of Portugal, and other prin-
ces, as his brother had done to Henry VIL of Eng-

_* This great man was defcended from an ancient family in
the territories of the republic of Genoa. He had an early in-
clination to the fea, fludied navigation in his youth, and mar-
ried and fettled in Portugal, from whence he traded to the coaft
of Guinea, Heis faid to have been greatly encouraged to under-
take his expedition to the wefiward, by the reports of feveral
mariners, whom contrary winds had carried beyond the fuppofed
boundaries of the known world, and who declared they had feen
feveral evident tokens of land at the diftance of fome hundred
leagues from the weftern iflands. Some papers alfo, left him by
one Alonfo Sanchez, who died in his houfe in the Terceras,
which contained an account of a newly-difcovered country,
is fuppofed to have confirmed thefe reports, However that be,
it is certain, that about the year 1484, he offered to the Ge-
noefe the plan for his intended expedition, with a view, as we
have tzken notice above, to {ail weltward to the Indies, 'The
ftate of Genoa, either through the want of inclination or abili-
ty, rejefted his propofal, as did alfo the court of Portugal, with
whom it is faid he was invited to treat a fecond time about the
matter, but declined it, — He next fent his brother Bartholo-

B2 land,
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land, he at length laid his plan open to Ferdinand
and Ifabella, king and queen of Spain. It was
eight years before he could prevail on the court to
affift him in his undertaking. At the end of this
term he fet fail with three thips from Palos, a port
of Andalufia, but not before he had obtained a
patent and appointment of admiral, in fuch parts as
he fhould difcover, and viceroy of countries, which
moft of the world fuppofed at that time to exift
merely in his own imagination.

mew, in 1485, to lay his fcheme befote king Henry VII. of
England. This geutleman had the misfortune to fall into the
hands of pirates, and arriving, oppreffed with poverty and difeale,
it was near three years before he was in a condition to make his
propofals to that prince, which however could not be brought to
bear till his brother bad engaged in the fervice of their catholic
majefties : for in the year 1486, Chriftopher Columbus ap-
plied to Ferdinand and Ifabella, from whom it was a long time
before he met with the encouragement he deferved. Numberlels
were the taunts he fuftained on account of his poverty, and the
vain fchemes, as the courtiers called them, which he was fo bufy
in proje@ing. At laft, however, the queen became his patronefs 3
yet many difficulties were flarted; onc of which was, the ex-
pence of the undertaking, though this adventurer offered to de-
fray an eighth part of it himfelf. Thefe obftacles at laft giving
way to his magnanimity and perfeverance, he fet fail, on the
third day of Auguft, from Palos with three fhips; his own
which was a decked veflel and which he named the Santa Maria ;
2 fecond called the Pinta, commanded by Martin Alonfo Pin-
zon, and a third named the Ninna, of which Vifeonti Yannez
Pinzon was the captain, the two laft of which were without decks,
With the firft foul wind, which happened on the z2d of Septem-

After
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After an abfence of nine months, in which fhort
time he went through much vexation, and had
more than once been in danger of being com-
pelled to renounce his enterprize, he returned to his
native country, bringing with him fome inhabi-
tants of the American iflands, which he had dif~
covered, and to which he had given the name of
the Weft-Indies, owing to the falfe notion he
had conceived that they were Afiatic ifles, a notion
which nothing but the actual difcovery of the
main land could convince him was erroneous. He
was received.with the greateft marks of refpect by

ber, the crew began to murmur, and foon after obliged him to
promife to return again, if he did not difcover land within three
days: on the very firft of thefe they made St Salvador, (as it
was afterwards called) one of the Lucayas. They found thete a
very innocent and fimple people, who told them, that the gold
they wore about them, came from a rich kingdom in the South.
Of this place they took formal poffeflion, in the name of their
catholic majefties, and, departing, difcovered feveral otheriflands.
About this time, Martin Alonfo Pinzon, imagining, from the dif-
cowre of fome of the natives, that there was much gold in Bo-
hio, or Hifpaniola, feparated himfelf from the other fhips to go in
queft of it; whither the admiral foon after followed him, and
was well received by the natives, who made him prefents of gold
and other valuable things, and permitted him to build a fort on
the ifland, where he left 2 colony of Spaniards. Here he loft
his own fhip, by the careleffnefs of the man he had placed at the
helm ; the inhabitants however were very affiduous in helping
him to preferve his men and the cargo that was on board ; yer
this was a great lofs to him, as he had but one veffel now remain-
ing. But while he was lamenting this misfortune, and examin.

the
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the king and queen, who honoured him as a gran-
dee of Spain, and permitted him to_be covered in
their prefence; and thofe who had before treated
his defigns with the utmoft contempt were now
the firft to extol them. The people were loud in
their acclamations, and confidered him as the guar-

dian genius of their land.

All eyes were turned upon him with admiration.
A fecond expedition was foon propofed, and took
place. He met no longer with thofe difficulties
which had attended his firft preparation. He fet
fail again for the fame parts, much better furnithed
than before. In the courfe of this voyage, he
difcovered Jamaica and the Caribbee Iflands. - But

ing the coaft, he unexpeltedly fell in with Martin Alonfo’s
caravel, the Pinta. That commander had bartered for much gold
with the natives, half of which he had diftributed amongft the
feamen, and the other half he took for his own ufe, He made
many frivolous excufes for a conduét which was really unjufti-
fiable ; and Columbus confidering his prefent fituation, thought
fit to accept them. Having quitted Hifpaniola, he fet fail for
Spain with two veflels only. In his way he againloft the cara-
vel Pinta, in 2 ftorm which threatened the Spaniards with de-
firuftion. At this time, the admiral thinking himfelf in danger,
wrote fome account of hi difcoveries onz}likin of parchment;
this he wrapped in a piece of cere-cloth, put it into a barrel, and
threw it into the fea, in order that whatever might become of
himfelf, the fruits of this expedition might not be entirely loft.
The wind prefently after abating, the failors deemed this fome
att of piety and devotion. Landing at the Azores, the Portu-
guefe behaved very haughtily to him and his men, and he met
with much trouble and vexation on this and other accounts, ~ In

as
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«as there wanted not thofe who envied the fuccefles
of Columbus, he was maltreated by the fpies of
government that were embarked on board his own
fleet, and after having experienced many mortify-
ing circumftances, was at length brought home in
irons. It was chiefly to Fonfeca, bithop of Burgos,
that he owed this difgrace ; but the queen, moved
by the univerfal voice of the people declaring in
his favour, and bluthing at her own ingratitude,
releafed him; yet {fo much did jealoufy prevail at
the court of Spain, that it was four years before they
fuffered him again to depart. This third expedi-
tion produced fomething yet more extraordinary than
the two former. It was now that he difcovered the

his way he put into the port of Lifbon, where he was better
treated, and from whence he failed for Spain, and arrived at
Palos, after an abfence of nine months, Their catholic majef-
ties were then at Barcelona, 'When he came before them, he was
received with the greateft refpett; and the king and queen re-
turned thanks to God, in the moft folemn manner, for the fuccefles
of their admiral. ’

He fet out on his next expedition with more favourable cir-
cumftances. He was’ affifted with thofe things which were ne-
ceffary for the undertaking ; bulls were obtained from the pope,
confirming the countries already difcovered, and thofe whick
might hereafter be difcovered, in the New World, to the Spanith
monarch. On the 25th of September, 1493, he failed, with
feventeen fhips and fifteen hundred men, from the bay of Cadiz,
and arrived at the Canaries, on the 2d of Ofober. Having
taken in wood, cattle, and {fwine, at Gomera, on the 7th he
continued his voyage to the weftward, having previoufly given
inftrutions to the commanders of each thip, which they were

the
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continent of America, at fix degrees diftarice from
the equator. Hearing that there was a fea on the
other fide, he apprehended his error, in fuppofing
that the ifles he had touched at belonged to Afia,
and generoufly owned the miftake : however, he
afferted the probability that there was 2 communi-
cation between the two oceans, a proof that he ftill
kept in view his chief defign, which was that of
failing round the globe, afterwards fo fuccefsfully
attempted ; and which it is not improbable, if we
may be indulged, conje€tures may be rendered {till
more eafy in a future age, fince the fituation of the
peninfula, whichdivides the weftern from the fouth-
ern ocean, (and which is but a very narrow one)

ordered not to open, unlefs they were feparated from him. In
his way, he took poffeffion of Marigallante, Guadalupe, and
other iflands 5 from whence he proceeded to Hifpaniola, whére
he found the Spanifh colony deftroyed, the houfes burned, and
all things in confufion. The Cazique with- whom he had made
an alliance on his former voyage, informed him that the Chrif-
tians had quarrelled among themfelves about gold and women §
that they had killed one of theircompanions, and thatfome of
them had put themfelves under the proteftion of another chief,
who had treacheroufly murdered them. To prove the
truth of hisaflertions, the Indian produced fome wounds he had
received in fighting to defend .his Spanith allies, and which, it
was plain, were inflited with favage weapons. Leaving this place,
Columbus put into Cuba and Jamaica, the former of which he
coafted round, to difcover whether it were an ifland or a contj-
pent. An Indian removed this doubt, and gave him a defcrip-
tion of the place. He then held on his cowfe through ftorms,
thunder, and lightning, and was often in danger from rocks and

is
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{8 not fuch as, in the nature of things, promifes a long
duration. — A conflux of thefe feas from beneath is
now a&ually faid to exift; and nothing is more
likely than that this neck of land will one day be
deftroyed by earthquakes, inundations, or fome of
thofe dreadful accidents to which fuch fituations are
generally liable.—To wave this, the paffage by
Cape Horn, and that through the ftraits of Magel-
lan were of themfelves fufficient to prove Colum-
bus was in the right in the principal point of his
conjectures, and the circumnavigation of the globe
was chiefly owing to the voyages of this great dif~
coverer. After many toils and dangers fuftained,
he died in 1506, at Valladolid, after an illnefs of

fhallows. In this voyage he met with his brother Bartholomew
at the town of Ifabella, who informed him of the difficulties he
had met with in his Englifh expedition. This gentleman came
from thence in queft of him. At Paris he firlt heard of his
difcoveries and that he was declared admiral; on which he
‘made all the hafte he could to Spain ; but Don Chriftopher was
departed before his arrival. He then vifited his two nephews,
who were left at the court of Spainand kiffed their Catholic ma-
jefties’ hands, who did him great honour, and commiffioned him
to go with an aid of three thips in fearch of the admiral,

. This was a joyful meeting; and Bartholomew was created
lord lieutenant of the ifles by his brother, 2 circumftance which
did not prove very agreeable, as it was reprefented to the Spanith
government, who afterwards thought fit to refent it.  Soon after
this appointment 2 war broke out with the Indians, in which
the arms and horfes of the Spaniards gave them the fuperiority
over their favage enemies, being obliged to acknowledge the
authority of their Catholic majefties, who weze well pleafed

Vor. 1. C ) a few



10 BRITISH EMPIRE

a few months, leaving behind him a fame fo jufily
acquired as will live to all pofterity.

Thefe voyages of Columbus laid the firft found-
ation for the conqueft of Mexico and Peru, by
Hernan Cortes and Francis Pizarro. The for-

mer of thefe failed, in the year 1519, from theifland
of Cuba, on an expedition to the continent of Ame-
rica which had been already difcovered and called
by the name of New Spain. He had with him
fix hundred men, and a few pieces of cannon. A
Spaniard, who had been for a long time prifoner
in the country, ferved him for an interpreter, and
an Indian lady whom he caufed to be baptiz-
ed by the name of Marina, was extremely fervice-

with the accounts of their admiral’s fuccefs, Neverthelefs there
were not wanting thofe who fpoke ill of him at the court of
Spain, and at lait prevailed fo far that John Aguado, a native of
Seville, was fent as a {py upon his adtions, who wrought him
much uneafinefs, and, magnifying thofe unavoidable inconve-
niences which arofe from the fituation of the Spaniards in
ftringe countries, where the inhabitants, now their foes, did every
thing in their power to diftrefs them, he wrote home difmal
accounts of them: yet Columbus had fo much influence, that,
returning, he was fitted out for a third voyage, in which he dif-
covered the continent of America, though one Americus Vefpu-
fius, a private adventurer, higliy in favour with the bithop of
Burgos, an enemy to Columbus, difputed with him the honour
of that difcovery, which has ever fince been called after him,
notwithftanding his pretenfions were found to be groundlefs.
Chriftopher Columbus was, after all his great fervices taken
and put in iroms at the inftigation, as it was fuppofed, of the

' able



IN AMERICA 11

able to him. He penetrated after various adven-
tures as far as Tlafcala, which was a republic; and
here it was that he firft met with any material op-
pofition. The Indians were defeated, and after-
wards, entering into a treaty with him, helped
him to fubdue the Mexican empire, to whofe gran-
deur they were enemies.

From thence he advanced (after fome time {pent
in meflages to the emperor Montezuma) towards
his capital, and at laft entered it without refit-
ance. It was built upon a lake, and the various
quarters were joined by bridges or caufeways. It
abounded in fpacious fquares and fine buildings,
and notwithftanding what may have been faid by

bifhop D. John de Fonfeca. But when he arrived, in November
1500, at Cadiz having written to the king and queen, they fent
orders that he fhould be fet at liberty; and to cover the dif
graceful treatment he had undergone, reccived him gracioully,
telling him that they were much offended at his confinement,
and would take care that thofe fhould be punifhed who were ac-
ceflfory to it. However he \{ras far from being happy at the
court of Spain, where fo many viewed him with envious eyes.
Worn with fatigue, and tortured with ingratitude, he fel! fick
at Vaalladolid, where he died, on the 20th of May, in the year
1506.

It is certain this great man was ufed in a moft fhameful man-
ner. Before he had difcovered the New World, all his {chemes
were treated as ridiculous and childifh fancies j—after he had
- difcovered it, it was pretended to have been known long be-
fore.—Being rallied one day by fome courtiers on this fubject in
2 very unfeemly manner, he called for an egg, and afked if any

Ca2 {fome
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forne writers to the contrary, was inhabited by an
induftrious, well-tempered, and, in general, a civi-
lized people. )
Montezuma received Cortes with an affected
complaifance, and he and his men were lodged in
the city. Some difputes however arifing between
the Indians and the Spaniards, fome of the latter
were flain on the road to Mexico, and the head of
one of them fent to Montezuma, who approved,
and had fecretly given orders for the action, in
which, however, his troops were routed, though
with the lofs of three or four of his enemies. The
Mexicans had alrcady found that thefe adventurers
were not, as their firft appearance had led them to
believe, immortal, and Cortes began to be very
uneafy when he was informed of what had paffed.

of the company could {et it upright on the fmaller end >~—~When
they anfwered, It was impoffible, and that he could not do it
himfelf, he gravely cracked the fhell, and immediately perform-
ed it,—They then faid, Any body might bave done it. “ I do

-~

¢ not doubt it,” replied Columbus; ¢ and yet none of you
< thought of it. And thus it was that I difcovered the Indies,
¢ T firft conceived the defign of fteering that courfe, and now

-

« every miferable pilot can find his way thither as well as I,
¢ There are many things that appear eafy when once per-
¢ formed, which before were thought impralticable. You
¢ ought to reflect on the feoffs I fuftained on the feore of my
¢ defign, before T put it in exccution.” —This fmart reply was
extremely commended by the king who affected greatly to
admire t'{xe man whom he had {o inadequately contributed to

fapport.
He
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He now feized the emperor in his own palace,
caufed him to be bound, and, by alternate threats
and intreaties, even to confent to become his pri-
foner. He obliged him afterwards to give up thofe
who had attacked his people, and t6 acknowledge
that he held his empire of Charles V. A tribute
alfo was annexed to this homage; and by this
ftep the Spanith general fecured himfelf in the very
midft of enemies, The poffeffion of the emperor’s
- perfon was his fureft fafe-guard, and his countenance
was of ufe to him on many occafions. —This pro-
ceeding, however unjuftifiable, was certainly a very
prudent one, and contributed the moft of any thing
he had atchieved to the conqueft of all Mexico, —
In the mean time Velafquez, the governor of Cu-
ba, fent Pamphilo de Narvaéz againft Cortes,
whofe fuccefs he envied, with almoft twice as many
men as had firft landed in Mexico. But thefe, that
able general, raking the advantage of the night and
fltormy weather, attacked and routed, making the
commander prifoner, and bringing over the remains
of his band to his own party. He incorporated them
with his own men, and marched back to Mexico,
where he found the eighty Spaniards he had left to
guard Montezuma, befieged in their quarters by
the whole force of the city, in revenge for fome cru-
elties the former had committed on the inhabitants.
The approach of Cortes, at this critical juncture
with fuch a reinforcement, altered the face of af-
fairs, and enabled the Spaniards to act upon the

offenfive.
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offenfive. Several engagements enfued, in all of
which the Mexicans were worfted. At length,
Montezuma was killed with a ftone, thrown by
one of his own fubjects, while he was haranguing,
and endeavouring to appeafe, the juftly enraged
multitude.

To this monarch fucceeded Guatimozin, a prince
elected by the people, who did all that it was in the
power of a brave chief fo unhappily fituated to
do, for the expulfion of the invaders. Defperate
battles were fought, and the Spaniards were more
than once on the verge of deftruction. They were
at laft obliged to quit the city, and retreat towards
Tlafcala, in which attempt they fucceeded, but
not without lofs. After they had got clear of the
caufeways, they engaged, on the other fide the
mountains, the whole force of the empire, defeat-
ed them, and took their roya! ftandard. Then they
returned with freth forces from Tlafcala, where
the brave general of the republic Xicotencal, was
put to death for a patriotic defign which he had
formed of not fighting for the enemies .of his
country. V

The Mexicans now fought upon the lake, but
nine Spanifh boats, with three hundred foldiers on
board, defeated five thoufand of theirs, which
contained ten thoufand men, and Cortes attacking
themn at the fame time from the caufeways, once
more won his way into. the city.~After many obfti-
nate difputes, the Spaniards proved at laft the vic-

tors,
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tors, and Guatimozin was taken, as he was endea-
vouring, by the way of the lake, to efcape from
the city. This unhappy prince was afterwards
‘burned alive, by order of the king of Spain’s trea-
furer, being accufed of the extraordinary crime of
concealing hi¢ own gold from the invaders. He
bore his tortures with becoming fortitude, anddied,
as he had lived, like a great prince and a brave
man.

Thus was the whole empire of Mexico fubdued
by fix hundred Spaniards, a eircumftance fufficient
to raife the admiration of the world. But eight
years after Cortes’s expedition, Francis Pizarro and
Diego d’Almagro, undertook one of the fame nature,
by way of the South-Seas, and fubverted the em-
pire of Peru, astheir fore-runner had done that of
Mexico. This kingdom, for a number of years, had
been governed by a race of abfolute princes, called
Yncas, who were at firft the reformers, afterwards
fovereigns of the people. The ancient Peruvians,
(according to the traditions related by their pofteri-
ty) lived in woods and caves, were favage and barba-
rous, ufed promifcuous copulation, devoured hu-
man flefh, and differed in ncthing but their form
from the brutes. Ar length a great legiflator arofe
among them, who called himfelf the defcendant of
the fun, to whom he firft ere¢ted temples, and paid
divine honours. He drew his countrymen from
their wild abodes, eftablifhed cities, and focieties,

perfuaded
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perfuaded fome, and afterwards by their help com-
pelled others, to become more . civilized and hu-
mane. A long line of his fucceffors reigngd after
him. The twelfth Ynca was named Huayna Ca-
pac, the father of Athabalipa. Thefe princes, of
legiflators had become conquerors, and the laft-
Ynca had fubdued Quito. In this city, his fecond
fon, Athabalipa, who had taken his brother the
Ynca, prifoner, was found at the head’ of near forty
thoufand of his own foldiers, armed with darts and
long pikes of gold and filver. — Pizarro fent by
his interpreters to treat with Athabalipa, but re-
ceived no very friendly anfwer from the king, who
thought with juftice that he had little reafon to be
pleafed with his new guefts. However, he gave
them a meeting, after feveral embaffies and mef-
fages had pafled; and, what dreadful notions foever
he might entertain of thefe invaders, he feemed to
come well provided againft the worft, as he was
attended by fo great an army.

The Spanith general, having difpofed every thing
for his reception, fent father Vincent de Valverda,
to harangue him upon the benefits of the chriftian
religion, which was aukwardly done by the prieft,
and ftill more aukwardly interpreted by an Indian
whom the Spaniards called Philip, who was
equally bafe and ignorant. Athabalipa being as
much in the dark as ever, confequently thewed but
little refpect to dotrines he did not underftand, and

which,



IN AMERIC A 17
which, if they had been never fo well explained,
were cértainly too prematurely delivered. To in-
creafe this mlfunderffandmg, a tumult arifing on
account of the chriffians offering to feize an idol
adorned with gold and precious ftones. The dif-
turbance alarming the father, he made hafte to in-
quire into the caufe of it; and interpofing among
the Indians and Spaniards, the crofs and brevxary
beétiveen them were thrown to the ground. The
Spaniards immediately crying out, that thefe holy
things were profaned, fell upon the Indians and
routed them, without the lofs of a man. Pizarro,
with his own hand, pulled the Ynca from his lit-
ter, dnd made him prifoner, in doing which he re-
ceived 2 flight wound from one of his own people,
who was equally eager to feize him; ‘and this was
all the chriftian blood thed upon the occafion, while

the poor harmlefs Peruvians were flain like fhezp,
till the conquerors were tired with purfuing and
killing them. Someé fay, their prince had ordered
them not to fight ; it is more probable, the dread
and aftonithment which the horfes, the armour,
and above all the fire-arms, had infpired, dzprivaed
them of all thoughts of defence. However that
be, it was a bloody maflacre, and refleéts eternal
difgrace on the perpetrators of it. Athabalipa beinx
made prifoner, was treated with a kind of mock r -
fpedt : even after this misfortune, it is faid, he fent
orders to put his brother (the lawful heir ro the
empire) to death; which was thé wotlt acion of

Vor. I.. D : his
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his life. In other refpects he deferved not the fate
which attended him; for in the end, failing in his
promife of giving a moft enormous ranfom for’
his liberty, he was on various pretences condemned
to be burned, but obtained the favour to be ftran-’
gled firft, on confenting to be baptized, and own-
ing himfelf a chriftian. ‘

After the death of Athabalipa, many difputes
arofe about the fucceffion, which, in the end, fell
upon Manco Capac. This Ynca was ill-treated
and imprifoned by the Spaniards, from whom he
found means to efcape, and gave them much trou-
ble. A circumftance at that time happened, which,
if duly attended to, might have given this prince
a chance of expelling the invaders. This was no
other, than a difference between Pizarro and his
lieutenant Almagro, which produced open hoftili-
ties. A decifive battle, fought under the walls of
Cufco, gave the victory to Pizarro, and Almagro
was executed. The Ynca had difbanded his army,
in the very infancy of thefe troubles; fo that
the Peruvians loft that opportunity of ftruggling
once more for their freedom, the lofs of which
they have fince moft feverely felt. Pizarro was af-
terwards aflaffinated in his palace by fome of the
partizans of his deceafed enemy. And thus ended
the lives of the conquerors of Peru,

Thegreateft part of Chiliwas reduced, and the Spa-
nith laws eftablithed through all this quarter of the
new world. The cruelty of the vitors, and the op-

preffions,
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preflions of the vanquithed, are too well known to
be here expatiated on: if the former had a&ed upon
principles of humanity and true policy, they might
have faved wholé deluges of bloed, andrendered thefe
acquifitions infinitely more ufeful to their pofiféffors.
It is remarkable, that the race of men inhabit-
ing the continent of America, feemed to differ both
in minds and perfons from their invaders, whole
looks as well as their arms, ftruck a terror into
their hearts. At firft they believed them to be gods,
on account of their fuperior genius, {kill, and cou-
rage; — one would have imagined, that after expe-
riencing their unexampled cruelties, they had only
changed one error for another, and {uppofed
them to be deftrdying demons, commiffioned to
confound mankind. Arts were indeed cultivated
in Mexico and Peru, and even war itfelf was reduced
to fome kind of rule; yet how did the weaknefs of
thefe people expofe itfelf, in fuffering as they did, the
deftruction of their country ! Nay, the Peruvians,
dividing themfelves into two parties, fought a-
gainft each other, lifting under the banners of Pi-
zarro and Almagro, their conquerors. How far all
this might arife from a defect of nature, or how
far from the ftrength of prejudice, and the dread
firft imprefled upon their fpirits, may be worth the
ferious confideration of a philofopher. One would
be led to imagine nature to be alike indulgent to
all the fons of Adam ; yet in fome there is at

leaft an apparent conftitutional inferiority.
D This
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This reflexion naturally leads to the confideration
of what ftock the inhabitants of the new world
.fprung from, and how America was firft peopled,
a queftion which cannot eafily be decided, if that
continent is feparated on all fidesby oceans from the
reft of the globe. The difcovery of a north-weft
paffage, would be likely to throw fome hight upon
this; and it has at feveral times been unfuccefsfully
attempted, perhaps owing to the inclemency of the
weather in thofe latitudes where it was fought for.
The Ruffians have generally furmifed that America
is joined to the main land on the north-caft, or at
leaft feparated from it by a very narrow ftrait. How-
ever, according to the niceft examination of the .
matter, it appears that there is a vaft diltance
between the north-eaft boundary of the Tar-
tars and California, to which they fuppofe it to
join. That there is a paffage by the north-weft to
the fea on the other fide the globe, fill feems
highly probable; though whether it will prove
fuch an one as may be navigated without great dif-
ficulty and danger, is a queftion more indeter-
minate.

If there be a connexion on any quarter with our
world, then will it no longer be a problem how the
weftern continent was peopled ; but if there be no
fuch junction, it will remain a debate.— And thould
we fay with a celebrated writer #, that men were

* M. de Voituire.

placed
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placed in America by the fame power, who caufed
trees and plants to fpring up there, it is likely the
anfwer would not prove a very fatisfactory one, —
In the firft place, the only hiftorian *, who has
given us any rational account of the creation, tells
us, that we all fprang from one man and one wo-
man, who drew theit firft breath in the eaft. How
then did their defcendants migrate to America in
early times, before the ufe of the compafs was
known ? But if we fhould pafs over this difficulty,
and fuppofe with fome -, that this track of land
was joined for fome ages to the continent of Afia,
‘ftill another obftacle remains. We are informed
both by facred and profane writers, that about two
thoufand years after the Mofaic account of the cre-
ation, happened a mighty flood, which overthrew
all the dwellings of men, and feparated thefe
lands, if ever they were joined. If they never

* Mofes.

+ Burnet, in his Theory of the Earth, has laboured much to
prove, that at the creation, the fea was fhut up in the bowels of
“the earth, which was in all parts one fmooth, continued furface,
“without mountains or valleys; and, confequently, all the coun-
tries on the face of the earth were conne&ted together in one
.continued line, till the deluge, when by a violent concutfion, the
fountains of the great deep awere broken up, the whole earth over-
flowed, vaft continents rent afunder, iflands formed, and vari-
ous parts of the globe for ever feparated from each other, This
hypothefis is far from being received as a true onej but if it
-were, it would be infufficient to account for the peopling of
America, asis thewn above, )

were,
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were, then the Americans, fuppofing them to have
exifted from the creation, and even granting that
the deluge extended not to their world, (which
. perhaps is more than cught to be granted) could
never have been the fons and daughters of Adam.

But if we defcend from this height of {pecula-
tion, and attribute the matter to more common
circumftances, we may reafon in this manner ;
America was at firft feen by accident, why might
it not be peopled by accident likewife? — If
one man and one woman were fuflicient to ftock all
Europe, Afia, and Africa, why may we not al-
low, that a few perfons driven by contrary winds
to the fourth quarter of the world, might produce
the fame effe&t there ? — If it be afked, how the
defcendants of thefe could forget their origin ¥
any one who underftands human nature, may well
return an anfwer. When men are obliged to
fhift for their {ubfiftance in woods and wilds,
when they have no opportunities of converfation
and improvement, and all their wits are em-
ployed in defending themfelves from the inclemen-
cies of the weather, and providing the neceflaries
of life, it is eafy to fuppofe they will, in time, for-
get the ufe of thofe faculties they ceafe to exert, and
thus the fucceeding generations may not remember
from what ftock they came. The anceftors of
the Mexicans, we are told, were wild and favage;
the Peruvians, according to their own traditions,

lived
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fived in rocks and caves, till drawn from thence,
and civilized by the Yncas. And all this might bave
been the cafe, fuppofing thefe people to have been
driven thither from any ftrange country. Forget-
ful of their origin, men like beafts may degene-
rate, till fome exalted genius awakes their fleeping
faculties, calls them from their favage haunts, and
once more fits them for fociety.—There is nothing
but what is natural in all this; yet one queftion
will ftill arife. — There are beafts in America, of
whofe exiftence no traces can be found in
Europe. — The inhabitants of Peru and Mexico
had never feen horfes. On the contrary, the new
world produces certain creatures which are ftrange
tous. But is it impofhble that there are fuch inour
oewn world, in parts unknown, or that they may
have exifted, at fome former period of time, in Afia,
Africa, or even in Europe‘itfelf ? It is a general
received notion, that no fpecies is entirely ex-
tinét fince the creation: yet it is certain, that
wolves which formerly were fo plentiful in Eng-
land and Wales, are no where to be found in the
Britith dominions. A fpecies then may perith, it
is evident, from an ifland; why not from a conti-
nent? If from one continent, why not from ano-
ther ?—If we may believe a celebrated author to be
in earneft, in what he fays of the interior parts of
Africa, we fhall find by the account which he gives,
that a whole race of men arein danger of fharing

the
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the fame fate ¥, which is ftill more extraorainary.
But it is urged, that the men as well as beaits,
found in the weftern world, are, in many refpects,
\lifferent from thofe under our own hemifphere. —
Cre not the Eaft Indians and the Europeans, the
1 -rfians and the Caffré Negroes as different? Do
1t the Hottentots appear in fome refpects as ano-
* .er fpecies of men ? Yet it is highly probable, all
%hefe defcended from one common parent. The
fame then may be the cafe with the Americans,
whofe differing foil and climate, and other out-
ward accidents might occafion the variation ob-
ferved.

All thefe, indeed, are but conjetures; yet in cafes
of this kind, probability in an hypothefis is all that
can reafonably be expected. However this vaft
continent was peopled, it is certain that the natives
of it, inhabiting Mexico and Peru, had formed
themfelves into civil focieties, cultivated the arts
and were far from being unhappy. One thing

* M. de Voltaire fays, ¢ In the interior parts of Africz.
¢ there is a race, though very few in number, of little men,
¢ who are as white as fnow, with faces like thofe of the ne-
¢¢ groes, and round eyes, exaltly refembling thofe of a par-
*¢ tridge.” Expatiating more fully on the matter, in another
place, he fays, that the ncighbouring nations are continually de-
ftroying them, and their race is likely to be extindt, — A white
wnegroe female anfwering this defeription, has been often fhewn
in England: whether fhe be of this race remains yet to be de-
termined.

however,
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- however 1s to be obférved, which is that accord-
ing to the befl accouats, all thefe improvements
were not yet arrived at their maturity : — Huayna
€Capac, the father of Athabalipa, was but the
twelfth Ynca of Peru, fince the firft legiflators, who
drew thefe people from a ftate of barbarifm; a cir-
cumftance favourable to the opinions here delivered,
fince if the peopling of thofe parts bore a date co-
aval with the crgation, it is likely they would have
been much fooner civilized. The North-Ameri-
cans ftill continue wild, and are perhaps of a ftill
later origin, otherwife the cafe it is prefumed would
have been direftly the reverfe; nor is it quite
impoffible that thefe people may owe their origin
to the Tartars whofe favage. manners at leaft feem
fo natural to them.

The difcovery of America and fending colonies
thither occafioned many alterations in the fyftem of
politics throughout Europe. The pope had grant-
ed bulls dividing the territories fettled by the Por-
tuguefe from thofe difcovered by the Spaniards by
Tines drawn to the Eaft and Weft; but thefe
were perpetually broken through, and by the
voyages afterwards made to the South Seas, render-
ed ufelefs and ridiculous. The circum-aavigators,
among whom Sir Francis Drake ftands firft in fame,
at laft completed the defign of Columbus, and
brought the - Europeans acquainted with the fitva-
tion of other nations and their own. Gold and

Vori. L k filver
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filver became plentiful, trade flourifhed, and all
things affumed a different face from what they had
done a century before. The indefatigable labours
and laudable fpirit of a few found employment
for numbers, miniftered to the eafe and happinefs,
and, in procefs of time, to the luxury and extrava-
gance of nations.

The continent of America, lies between 35 and
45 degrees of Weft longitude, and between 8o
degrees of North, and 58 of South latitude. Itis
bounded on the fide of Europe by the great Weft-
ern Sea, and on the oppofite fide by the Pacific
Occan, Its foil and climate are various, according
to the different fituations of its provinces, fome of
which exhibit the moft enchanting fcenes of beauty
and fertility, while others are barren and defart;
but thefe latter are much more rare to be found than
the former ; and this fpot, taking it altogether, may
be confidered as a very agreeable country, well fur-
nithed with the neceflaries, and even the luxuries
of life.

Having already given a fummary of the difco-
veries of Columbus, and the conqueft of Mexico
and Peru by the Spaniards, which I confidered as
a proper introduction to this work, as their hiftory
is fometimes connected with that of our own colonies,
I fhall now proceed in the profecution of my main
defign, which is to prefent the reader with an ac-
count of the Britith Empire in North America.

Our
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Our colonies in thefe parts peopled by men
difcont= + .~ ond driven from their native homes
by retic.+ ~necutions, defperate fortunes, or by
a paffion fur usoveity and extraordinary undertak-
ey, will afford a great field for reflexion and
improvement. If we confider at what expence of
tirne, wealth, and labour, thefe infant colonies were
formed, how greatly they have increafed, and of
what ufe they have proved to the mother-
country, which at firft rejected their anceftors,
we muft certainly be ftruck with wonder and
amazement. 'The patience and induftry of the firft
fettlers ; their perfeverance under difficulties and
diftrefles, and the noble {pirit they exerted in eftab-
lithing themfelves in thefe remote parts, moft cer-
tainly deferve the greatet commendations; and
a lafting memorial in hiftory, which will un-
doubtedly tranfmit their names with honour to lateft
pofterity.

It wasto the enterprizing genius of a Raleigh that
we owed the firft peopling of our colonies in North
America, At the fame time, it is to be obferved,
that, whatever might be the extenfive comprehen-
fion of that great man, in regard to commercial
interefts, moft of thofe who undertcok to fettle in
thefe parts were infpired with the hopes of gaining
vaft fortunes by gold and filver, and other mineral
productions, nor’ forefaw thofe greaterand more ce:-
tain advantages, which proved, in the end, the
reward of their unconquered fpirit, and unremitted
labour,

E 2 North
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North America, properly fo called, was firft
difcovered by Sebaftian Cabot, for the Englith,
in the reign of Henry VIL but remained for near
a century unclaimed and unculrivated. It was
not until the year 1584, that the renowned Ra-
leigh firft fitted out certain fhips, under the com-
mand of the captains Amidas and Barlow, who
went on fhore on an ifland near the continent
of America. And {ome time afterwards pofleffion
was taken of part of the continent, under the name
of Virginia ; a title beftowed on it in honour of
the maiden queen, Elizabeth, who at that time
fivayed the feeptre.  Roanoke was the name of the
ifland enwhich they landed. It was fituated near
the mouth ‘of the river Albemarle, in North Caro-
lina. They carried on a trade with the inhabitants,
and returned, bringing with them two of the na-
tives; but made no attempts towards fettling a
colony. However, in April the next year, Sir
Richard Grenville swas encouraged to attempt a fe-
cond expedition with feven thips, under the aufpices
of him who had planned out the firft. He arrived
at the ifland of Wokokon, with the lofs of one of
his veffels. From hence he went to the continent
but plundering an Indian town was obliged
to quit the fhore with precipitation, and diret
his courfe towards Cape Hatteras. There he paf-
fed over to Roanoke, where he placed a colony of an
hundred men, and from thence returned to England.
Captain Lane, whom he left at the head of the fet-

tlgment,
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tlement, proceeded to make his difcoveries on the
continent of America: but the Indians, after fome
fruitlefs oppofition, retired, burning their corn-fields,
and defolating their country : they grew jealous of
the Englith, who, as they advanced, had every
thing to fear from the favage inhabitants. Lane
however proceeded, and being perfuaded by Win-
gina, an Indian prince, that he might meet with
great treafures near the fource of the river Moro-
tock, failed up that river in boats, but failing in
point of provifions, and not being fupplied by the
Indians, who difappeared as faft as he advanced, he
returned, with his half-famifhed crew, in 'great dif-
trefs to the ifland. Meanwhile, his falfe friend Win-
gina amufed him with vain hopes, at the fame
time that he was in reality employed in concluding
treaties with the other Indian nations, for the total
extirpation of the Englifh. His defign was indeed
difcovered, and his perfon fecured; yet the little
colony was in danger of deftruction, when happily
Sir Francis Drake arrived on the coaft. Woearied
and harrafled as they were, they had no longer any
inclinations to fettle on the inhofpitable thore, but
went on board the fleet and gladly fet fail for
England.

They had not long been gone, when Sir Richard
Grenville arrived there with three fhips. Though
he found no traces of his countrymen, yet he had
the boldnefs to leave fifteen men, vitualled for two

years, upon the ifland.
' In
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In 1587, Raleigh equipped three other fhips, on
board which were an hundred and fifty adventurers.
Thefe he incorporated, by the name of the Borough
of Raleigh in Virginia. One captain White was
conftituted governor, in whom, together with a
council of twelve perfons, the legiflative power was
vefted. Thefe, after a difficult paffage, arriving at
Yoanoke, found no other marks of the colony left
there by Sir Richard Grenville, than the fkeleton of
a man who had been murdered by the Indians,
and a houle which had been built by the firft fet-
tlers. Anxious to know the fate of their country-
men, and in fome meafure doubtful what might
prove their own, they made all manner of inquiries
after thefe unhappy perfons; and fome time
after, they were informed feven of them had
been killed by the favages, and the reft who ef-
caped had gone over to another ifland near Cape
Hatteras, and were never heard of afterwards.
~ The colony of which we are now fpeaking, enter-
ing into hoftilities with the neighbouring Indi-
ans, found it neceflary to {end their governor to
England, to follicit fupplies, which he had much
trouble in obtaining. Hefet fail with a reinforce-
ment, on his return, but being attacked by a great
ftorm, he put back again to England. The fettlers
were left to themfelves, and perithed to a man, by
famine, or the fword of the enemy. Thus, for
want of a proper attention, thefe unhappy perfons
loft their Ves; and their countrymen, for the pre-

‘ fent,
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fent, all their hopes of eftablithing colonies on the
North Eaft continent of America.

In 1602, however, the captains Gilbert and Gef-
nold failed from Plymouth, to that part of Virginia
called New England, and built a fort on a little
ifland, which they named Elizabeth; but, quarrel-
ing with the Indians, it proved only a trading
voyage, the profits of which defrayed the expence
of the undertaking. Another enterprize, of like
nature, was fet on foot by Mr. Hacluit, prebendary
of Briftol, which met with the like fuccefs. In
1605, the lords Southampton and Arundel fent a
thip to Hudfon’s River, under captain Weymouth ;
but his men kidnapping fome of the Americans,
the intent of the voyage, to plant colonies, was
fruftrated.

Thus much of time and labour was thrown away
in fruitlefs undertakings; but in the year 1606, a
company of gentlemen and merchants obtained a
patent to raife a fund for attempting new fettle-
ments in Virginia. — As to Raleigh’s grant, before-
obtained, it was forfeited when he was attainted,
and neceffarily reverted to the crewn. Every one
who has read the Englith hiftory muft be acquainted
with the character of that great man, his enter-
prifing {pirit, and the barbarous treatment he re-
ceived from King James I, — The fpirit of trade
and colonization however, which was ftirred up
in the people, notwithftanding their repeated difap-
pointments, ftill fubfifted, and the body of men

above~
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above-mentioned were incorporated under the
names of the London and Briftol Companies, At
the head of the latter were Sir J. Popham, chief
juftice, and Ferdinand Gorges, governor of Ply-
mouth ; Sir Thomas Yates, and Sir George Sym-
mers were likewife a¢ting men in this undertaking.
About an hundred adventurers fet out in three vef-
{els, under the command of captain Newport, fur-
nithed with every accommodation that could be
thought neceffary for their purpofe. They came
to an anchor in the bay of Cheflapeak, at the latter
end of April, in bad weather, and fell in with a
party of Indians, whom they had the good fortune
to defeat; and the next day, entering the town,
received their fubmiffions. '

On their departure from England, the colonifts
had received fealed inftructions refating to their in-
ternal government. The time was now come in
which they were to be opened. This was done in
full affembly ; and fome caufes of difpleafure to
particular perfons were occafioned by the contents
of them, and the refult of the fubfequent eletion ;
this was in fome meafure no more than what might
be expected. Inall cafes of this nature, fome will
be offended, becaufe all cannot be alike preferred,
I fhall not however flop to expatiate on thefe griev-
ances, but proceed to the more interefting parts of
the hiftory #,

* The names of the council were, Bartholomew Gefnold,
Edward Wingfield, Chiiftopher Newport, John Smith, John
Racliffy, Joha Martin, and George Kendall, Mr, Wingfield

The
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The emigrants now began to treat with the
neighbouring Indians, and. obtained Jeave to
build a fort, and erect houfes on a- fpot near the
river Powhatoc ; —this little eftablifhment they
called James-Town, and gave the river the Englith
name of James-River likewife ; but, notwithftand-
ing all thefe negociations, they foon found them-
felves fubjected to the attacks of the favage
inhabitants; and, in confequence, were obliged
to amend their fortifications, and to put themfelves
more upon their guard.

After having proceeded in the neceffary bran-
ches of agriculture, the fleet was difpatched
back again to England, one hundred and four
men being left in James-Town. Thefe had not
remained there long before they found themfelves
reduced to great neceffity, and alike purfued by
difeafe and by the fword. Several people of con-
fequence perifhed, and the colony was in the ut-
moft diftrefs, when they thought fit to chufe
their rejeted member, Smith, for their prefident;
who accepted the office, and endeavoured to re-
trieve their almoft ruined fortunes. He engaged
the Indians with various fuccefs *; and, by fre-

was chofen prefident, and Smith left out of the council; though
he was afterwards called to aflume the reins of that govern-
ment, which had fet him afide in contradittion to the inftrutions
they had received from England.

- * Inone of thefe engagements he was taken prifoner by the
natives, and being condemned to die, was preferved by the gene-

Vou. L. F quently
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quently defeating them, kept up the finking co-
lony. But the villany of fome, and the careleflnefs
of others, together with many accidental caufes all
working together, contributed again to fink the
colony to the loweft ebb. At laft a patent was
obtained for the appointment of a governor, with
greater privileges, and more authority than before.
Lord Delawar was pitched upon for this purpofe ;
who conftituted Sir George Summers, Sir Thomas
Yates, and captain Newport, his deputies. They
fet fail with nine fhips: eight of thefe, with near
five hundred perfons, got fafe to Virginia; but the
ninth, on board of which were the deputy-gover-
nors, was fhipwrecked on the iflands of Bermudas :
mecanwhile thofe who arrived were rendered un-
able, by party-divifions, to do any fervice to their
countrymen or themfelves. Difcord reared her
baleful head, and ftill continued to threaten
their abfolute deftruction : diforder, and the de-
ftroying fword were rife amongft them : in a word,
they experienced every evil that could enter into
the heart of man to conceive, when firft the de-
puty-governors, and afterwards the Lord Delawar
himfelf arrived to their affiftance. The former of

rofity of an Indian woman, who not only obtained of the chief,
her father, the grant of his life and liberty, but alfo held a corre-
fpondence with him 5 in the courfe of which fhe informed him of
all her countrymens plots againft the Englith; fo that he was ever
prepared for, and ready to defeat them. This circumftance may
appear romantic, but it is well enough attefted,

thefe
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thefe gentlemen had made fhift to conftri@ two
veflels out of the timber found on the iflands, that
had conveyed them in fafety to this fcene of con-
fufion, which however they were fo little able to
reduce to order, that the whole colony had atually
deferted their towh, and were ready to fail for Eng-
"land, when the latter arrived, who by his prudence
and juftice, and a due exertion of his extraordinary
abilities, prevented their defertion, obliged them to
return to the fettlemene they had forfaken, and
made fuch wife regulations as again reftored the co-
lony to a2 more comfortable and happy ftate.

Thus by the conduct of one fenfible and (pirited
man was James-Town again rendered an habita-
tion fit for Englifhmen, and a fettlement revived,
which if it had then untimely expired, would pro-
bably have thrown fo great a damp upon the ar-
dour of the Englith adventurers as might in future
have prevented all thofe advantages -vhich Great
Britain has fince reaped from colonization. This
governor made many appointments, fet about a re-
formation of manners, banifhed, in a great mea-
fure, all party difcontents, and held the fword of
juftice with fuch a fteady hand as failed not to ren-
der him at once beloved by his friends and dreaded
by his enemies. He difpatched Sir Thomas Yates
over to England with the moft flattering account
of the ftate of the colony. Soon after he himfelf
returned likewife for the recovery of Lis health, to

F 2 his
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his native country. Still however the affairs of his
government were his great care, and thefe he re-
refented in fuch a light as engaged the new com-
pany to fend fupplies of men and money to Vir-
ginia. Firft captain Dale with three thips, and after-
wards Sir Thomas Yates arrived there with nine
more, in quality of Lord Delawar’s deputy. At
this time an Englith captain marrying the daugh-
ter of an Indiap chief, fecured the friendfhip of one
who was before a foe, and greatly benefited the
affairs of his countrymen in thofe parts.

In the year 1618, Lord Delawar reimbarked
for Virginia, but ended his days on the paflage.
Mr. Argol was now entrufted with the adminiftra-
tion of affairs; but as he was thought to attend
more to the difcovery of new countries than to the
good government of his province, he was recalled,
and Sir George Yardley fucceeded him in the go-
vernment. The cultivation of tobacco was greatly
owing to this gentleman, who befides altered the
form of the conftitution, fo as to refemble as nearly

_ as poffible that of Great Britain. The council was
modelled by the Houfe of Lords, the general af-
fembly by that of the Commons, and in 1620,
thefe eftates of the province met at James-Town
for the difpatch of bufinefs.

This might properly be called the rife of our
firft fettlements in North America, the fuccefs of
which gave birth to many others; and in procefs
of time the new world, became the afylum of all

who
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who were male-contents, either in regard of reli-
gion, or politics, of all who were made uneafy by
their private circumftances at home, or who by a
difpofition for roving, chofe to feek their fortunes
abroad: before fuch adventurers all toils and dan-
gers feemed to vanith, or even when they really felt
tliem they were generally athamed to complain of
the choice they had made, and were only diligent
in proportion as they had more difficulties to en-
counter with. Thus, one fettlement producing an-
other by alaudable induftry they laid the foundation
of a great empire, and equally benefited themfelves
and their mother country.

But in this place we will flop to give the reader
fome account of the climate and natural produétions
of New England. The fummer feafon is warm,
but of fhort duration. For the {pace of two months,
the fky continues perfectly clear, which renders the
country fo healthy, that it is reported to agree bet-
ter with Britith conftitutions, than any other of the
American provinces. The winters are long and
fevere, the wind often boifterous, and the air ex-
tremely tharp, but not intolerable. Naturalifts af-
cribe the early approach, the length, and the feve-
ity of the winter feafon, to the large freth water
lakes, lying to the north weft of New England;
Towards the fea, the land is low and marthy;
but, as you approach the interior country, it rifes

into hills, and on the north-eaft becomes altogether-
' rocky
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rocky and mountainous. Round Méffachufets Biy;
the foil is black, and as rich as in any part of Eng-
land; and the firft planters found the grafs above
a yard high, but rank for want of mowing: The
uplands are lefs fruitful, being for the moft 2 mix-
ture of fand and gravel, inclining to clay; though
even there a fufficient quantity of corn; and cul-
nary vegetables are produced for the fubfiftence of
the inhabitants. :

Few countries are better watered with rivers and
lakes than New England, though the latter are not
fo confiderable as thofe to the weft and northward.
Seven of the rivers are navigable, all abound in fifh,
and many of them anfwer every purpofe of com-
merce. Conneticut river, in particular, may be
navigable a great way by the largeflt veflels. It
rifes in the northern frontier of the province, and
runs dire¢tly fouth, through the diftri¢t of its own
name, until it difcharges itfelf between the towns
of Saybrook and Line, after a courfe of two hun-
dred miles. The other moft confiderable ftreams
are the Thames, Pifcataqua, Merimech, Saca, Ken-
nebecty, Patuxet, Cufco, and a few others; and to
the convenience of fo many fine rivers, may we
afcribe the great number of large and populous
towns in this province. Befides river fith, the coaft
abounds with cod ; and formerly there was a whale-
fithery between New England and New York,
which is now entirely engrofled by the Newfound-

: landers.
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landers. ‘The cod taken here are falted and export-
ed, not only to the fugar colonies, but likewife to
Europe, conftituting a very confiderable article in
the trade of the provmce.

The country is fruitful in all kinds of efculent
plants, pulfe, and corn; but Indian corn, or maize,
which the natives call Weachin, is the moft culti-
vated, and was alone known here on the firft ar-
rival of the Europeans. The following is the ac-
count of it, communicated to the royal fociety by
Mr. Winftrop, and judged worthy of being infert-
ed in the Philofophical Tranfattions. ¢ The ear
is a fpan long, compofed of eight or more rows
of grain, according to the quality of the foil, and
about thitty grains in each row; fo that each ear,
at a medium, produces about two hundred and forty
grains, which is an aftonithing increafe. It is of
various colours, red, white, yellow, black, green,
&c. and the diverfity frequently appears not only
in the fame field, but in the very fame ear of corn;
though white and yellow be the moft common.
Strong thick hufks thield the tender ear from cold
and ftorms ; and in many of the provinces in North
America, the ftalk grows feven or eight feet high,
and proportionably ftrong and thick. It is ob-
fervable, that the maize dwindles, the farther you
advance to the northward, whence it appears that
warm climates are more congenial to its nature ;
and indeed its luxuriance in the hotteft climes on
the coaft of Africa fufficiently evince the Indian

corn
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corn to be a native of the more fouthern latitudes.
The ftalk is jointed like a-cane, is fupplied with.a-
juice as fweet as that of the fugar cane; but from.
the experiments that have been made, it appears
to be incapable of being rendered ufeful. Every
joint is marked with a long leaf or flag, and, at-
the top, thoots a branch of flowers like rye blof-
foms. ‘The ufual time of fowing, or, as it is here
called, of planting, is from the middle of April to
the middle of May ; but, in the northern countries,
the corn is not put in the ground before June; yet
the harveft is ripe in due feafon, owing to the ex-
treme warmth of the fummer months. This corn
the Indians boil rill it is tender, and eat with fith,
fowl, or fleth, as bread. Sometimes they bruife it
in mortars, and then boil it; but the moft ufual
method is to dry the corn high, without burning,
to fift and beat it in mortars into fine meal, which
the Indians either eat dry or mixed with water.
The Englith bake it into bread in the fame man-
ner as flour; but the beft food made from it is
called Samfi; the corn being fteeped in water, for
half an hour, beat in a mortar until it is thoroughly
cleared of the hufk, then fifted, boiled, and eaten
with milk, or butter and fugar, like rice; which
is not only an agreeable, but an wholefome diet.
Good ftrong beer may alfo be brewed from it,

green, without ufing the expenfive European me-
thod of malting,

New
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Neéw England produces a great variety of fowls ;
fuch as ‘geefe; ducks, turkies, hens, partridges, wid-
geons, fwans, herons, heathcocks, pigeons, &c. Nor
is the feathered kind in grearer plenty than are the
quadrupeds more immediately neceflary to human
fubfiftence and convenience. All kinds of Euro-
pean cattle thrive here, and multiply exceedingly ;
the horfes of the province are hardy, mettlefome
and ferviceable, but fmall. Here alfo are elks,
deer, hares, rabbits, f{quirrels. beavers, otters, mona
keys, racoons, fables, bears, wolves, foxes, ounces,
and a variety of other tame and wild quadrupeds;
fome of which are imported into Great Britain, as
foreign curiofities. But the moft extraordinary of
thefe animals is called the Mofe, which is thus
defcribed by Mr. Joflelyn, in his rarities of New
England.

¢ The Mofe is about twelve feet high, having
¢ four horns, and broad palms, fome diftant near
¢ twelve feet from the tip of one horn to the other.
¢ His body is about the fize of a bull’s; his neck
‘ refembles a ftag’s ; his tail is fomewhat longer,
“ and his fleth extremely grateful,” This author
defcribes the manner of hunting the Mofe ; but, as
we believe that diverfion is now pretty well over,
we thall not extend an extract, which many readers
may afcribe to credulity; The rattle-fnake is an-
other natural curiofity of this country, though n»:
peculiar to New England. The account given of this

Vor. L G VEnoImous
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venomous animal is, that Nature has wifely pro-
vided it thould give warning of its motions by a
rattle of twenty loofe, hard, cartilaginous rings in
the tail, which fhake and beat as it moves, without
any voluntary exertion. Some, indeed, alledge it
only makes a noife when the animal apprehends
itfelf in danger, and calls out for affiftance. In
length, this fhake is commonly about four or five
feet, is lefs hazardous than other ferpents, and fel-
dom attacks any human creature without provoca-
tion; is provided like the viper with a poifonous
bag, at the root of a hollow forked tooth, which,
being comprefled, as the animal fixes its jaws, pours
out a f{trong poifon on the wound, that is mortal in

a few hours, unlefs proper remedies are applied.
New England abounds in excellent timber, oak,
ath, pine, fir, cedar, elm, cyprefs, beech, walnut,
chefnut, hazel, faflafras, famach, and other woods
ufed in dying, or tanning leather, carpenters work,
and thip-building; yet fuch was the deftruion
made in the foreils, that a law was paffed to prevent
the wafte of woods, by inflicting penalties on thofe
»who cut down trees of a certain kind, before they
were arrived at a {pecified growth and age. The
pines are equal to thofe of Norway in growth and
ftraitnefs ; and it is certain, Great Britain might be
provided from this country with all the materials
of thip-building, at prefent purchafed in the north-
ern kingdoms, at the expence of a confiderable
fum of ready money+o the nation. The oak, in-
deed,



IN AMERICA, 43

deed, is reported to be inferior in quality to that of
England ; but as the forefts of Great Britain are on
the decline, it is certainly politic to be careful of
this valuable commodity.—But it is now time to
return to our hiftory.

-OF NEWFOUNDLAND AND
NOVA-SCOTTIA.

WHILE the colony of James-Town was in-
creafing, other fettlements had been eftablifhed
along the coaft; and Newfoundland was peopled
by the Englith.—Sebaftian Cabot, in the year 1497,
firlt difcovered this ifland, which is fituated be-
tween 46 and 51 degrees north, and is bordered on
the north and fouth by Canada and Nova Scotia,
the latter being feparated from it by a narrow
channel. -

A fruitlefs expedition thither was undertaken by
fome private adventurers in the reign of King
Henry VIII. In 1519, Mr. Cotton of Southamp-
ton fent captain Whitburn to fith on the great
bank; and he was afterwards employed by Mr.
Crook of the fame place for the like purpofe.
While this gentleman ftayed on the ifland, Sir
Humphrey Gilbert arriving there, took pofieffion of
it for Queen Elizabeth. About fourteen years after
this, Sir Laurence Tanfield, Sir John Doddridge,
and Sir Francis Bacon, with feveral other perfons
of note, obtained a grant of lands from Cape Bona-

G2 vifta
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vifta to St. Mary’s, whither a colony was fent un-
der the conduct of Mr. Guy. In 1614, captain
Whitburn again failed thither with a commiffion
to enquire into divers abufes among thofe who car-
ried on the fithery, which was become veryextenfive.

The next year a little colony was founded at
Cambriol, on the fouthern part of Newfoundland,
of which the fame Whitburn was appointed go-
vernor. Sir George Vaughgn; a Roman “Catholic,
alfo obtained the grant of _tyat part of the coaft
lying between St. Mary’s to the fouthward, and
the Bay of Bulls tq the eaftward ; and the puri-
tans reforted thithe;f + Captain Edward Wynne ar-
rived before Sir Georgey with a fmall colony, at
Newfoundland, to_prepare cvery thing neceflary
for him ; and boré "the commiffion of gOVernor.
He placed himfelf at Ferry-land, erefted grana-
ries, and accommodated every thing as well as the
firuation would admit of. ILord Faulkland, heu-
tenant of Ireland, alfo fent a colony to Newfound-
land : but at this time the proprietor, who was
made lord Baltimore, returned to England, where
he got a grant of Maryland, on the continent of
North America; notwithilanding which he fill
kept his fertlement. at Ferry-land, which he go-
verned by his deputies. Colonies were in a few
years planted in various parts of the ifland ; and
the French, not to be behind hand with us, feated
themfelves at Placentia, From the time, however,
that thefe laft arrived, they were conftantly quarrell-

mg
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ing with their neighbours, and frequent engage-
ments happened between them with various fuc-
ceffes: but peace at laft determined the matter,
and fecured to us our rights, unlefs the French
fhall be in a condition to break the treaty.

The weather, in this country, runs upon -ex-
tremes; the fummers are very hot, the winters
exceflively cold, and exhibit a difagreeable pro-
fpe¢t of fmow and ice for whole months together ;
and, whatever fome vifionary writers may have
dreamed of the fertility of its foil, and the beauty
of its landfcapes, it is certain, that the Ground is
in general barren, yielding mofs inftead of grafs,
and fo little of corn and other natural products,
and that the inhabitants are obliged to be depen-
dant on their fupplies from Europe for the neceffa-
ries of life. Timber, however, is plentiful here, and-
the country -abounds in deer, hare, and beavers.
But the fea ig the greateft mine of treafure it can
boaft : it is ter the fake of the cod-fithery, {o often
difputed betwden the Englifh and the French, that
both nations. have {o earneftly defired a fettlement
in this ifland. The natives are a people of a mild
difpofition, but much given to pilfering and ather
mean tricks, of which they arenot at all athamed.,
They paint their bodies, and are beardlefs, a cir-
cumftance which feems to arife from a method
they have of plucking the hairs out by the roots
the moment they appear. They are fhort, ftrong
men, with broad faces, but in general ill-fhaped,
and often much deformed in their features,

Nova



46 BRITISH EMPIRE

_ Nova Scotia, on which Newfoundland borders,
is the next Britith fettlementt we fhall confider, and
which comprehending Acadia, is bounded to the
eaft and fouth by the ocean ; on the north-eaft and
north-weft by the river St. Laurence, and on the
weft and fouth-weft by Canada and New England,
extending from the 43d to the z1ft degree of
north latitude, and including a {pace of near fix
hundred Englith miles *.

In 1618, governor Argol failed to Cape Cod,
where being informed that the French had made a.
fettlement to the northward, at St. Croix, he pro-
ceeded thither, and found a littde colony, with a
fmall fort, and a thip at anchor ; of the latter he
made himfelf mafter, and then turned his arms a-
gainft the garrifon, who furrendered at difcretion. He
afterwards diflodged the French from another poft
at Port Royale, thegarrifon and people of which were
tranfported to Canada, where, by their unwearied
induftry and artful policy, they raifed at laft a flou-
rithing colony. It appears, that king Charles the
Firft, confidered Nova Scotia, and Canada as the
property of England, and he made out grants §-

* The French ftill call this country L’Acadie; but under
that name pumberlefs have beer the diiputes with regard to its
boundaries: thefe our good neighbours having always endea-
voured to {ecure to themiclves the mot beautiful and beft culti-
vated fpots, would generouly have permitted us to plant colonies
on all the barren rocks in North Amiiica.

+ To Sir David Kirk and Sir William Alexander,

accordingly.
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accordingly. However, in 1632, for reafons beft
known to himfelf, he relinquithed this right; but
Cromwel, more fpirited, took the matter into con-
-fideration, and fent major Sedgwick into Canada,
who reduced the country, and obliged the French
to fubmit at difcretion. Treaty confirmed it to the
‘Englifh, in the year 1655 *
When the French were fettled in therr pofieffions,

having formed ‘alliances with the natives, whofe
friendfhip they wufed every art to cultivate, they
foon became very troublefome to the Englith
colonies, and together with their favage allics,
they were guilty of fuch infults and depredations,
as it was thought highly proper to chaftife them
for. Colonel Phipps was accordingly fent in the
~ year 1690, with feven hundred men, to attack Port
Royale, which was not a ftrongly fortified place.
The governor capitulated, and was fent to Ca-
nada. This advantage was yielded up by treaty,
but in 1909, the French were a fecond time
obliged to evacuate Port Royzle, to which the
name of Annapolis Royal was given. By the
" peace of Utrecht, the whole province was ceded to
Britain, together with an extenfive right of fithing
on the coaft.

* The French pretended to have ‘made a purchafe of this
country for five thoufand pounds, a price which was never paid,
allowing that there was fuch a barg:nn 3 — that there was, is
much to be doubted.

Bur



48 BRITISH EMPIRE

But the French, regardlefs of the treaty, acted,
from time to time, in open violation of it; they
were always engaged in cabals with the Indians, and
frequently proceeded to open afts of hoftility.
By means, of thefe, they infulted the Englifh veflels
fithing on the coaft, killed feveral Europeans, and
attacked Annapolis, but were repulfed with lofs,
Nova Scotia, which feems to have been little at-
tended to by the Englith, was foon reduced to a
ruinous condition ; and, in 1745, the French at
Louifbourg, having firft feized Canfo, and co«
vered the feas with privateers, made an attempt on
Annapolis, under the conduct of a French miffion-
ary named Luttre ; but the arrival of a privateer
from Bofton, obliged him to decamp; yet the
principal inhabitants fent their moft valuable ef-
fects thither.

Du Vivier foon after joined the French miffion-
ary with a body of Indians and fixty of his regu-
lars. Being encamped at Minas, he repeatedly
fummoned the garrifon of Annapolis to furrender,
but in vain ; they held out bravely, and the con-
fequence was, that he was obliged to defift from
his enterprize.

The government of Maffachufet Bay, about
this time declared war with the Indians of Cape
Sable, forbidding all the natives who were in al-
liance with the Englith, from holding any corref-
pondence with the enemy ; but they forbade in
vain. The French found the means of drawing

them
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them off from: theit allegiance, and one thou-
fand ‘of them joining M. Marin, a Canadian,
once more befreged Annapolis; but were called
away to defend Liouifbourg, which was then at-
tacked by the Eaglifh both by land and fea

M. Ramfay, and M. d’Anville, again fucceffive-
ly attacked this feemingly devoted place, but both
met with the fim¢ ill fortune as their predeceffors
in coimand had done. After various fuccefles in
thefe parts, the French at laft, at the peace of
Aix-la-Chapelle, ceded Nova Scotia to Great-Bri-
tain; but the treaties of that nationy, like the
oracles of old, generally admitting of equivoca-
tion, this formal ceffion prevented not a feries of
difputes concerning the limits of the territory in
queftion; and centributed to give rife to another
war. -

Annapolis arid Canfo are the chief towns in this
province, thc former of which has an excellent
harbour, capable of containing a thoufand veflels,
Canfo is fituate on the eaftern fhore, is chiefly ufe-
ful on account of its fithery. But here we muft
not omit to mention the town of Halifax; which
owes its firft eftablifhment to the earl of that name,
~—Three thoufand families were tranfported to the
new fettlement in this country in 1743, and fol-
diers ftationed there to protect them from the in-
fults of the natives. Halifax has a fine harbour,
and is otherwife very commodioufly fituated; i
makes no contemptible figure; yet the ground i

Vor. L H net .
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not well improved, as it is difficult to be cleared,
and far from being very fertile. The incurfions of
the Indians here are very frequent and very trou-
blefome, and prevent the colonifts from carrying
on their works of agriculture. They are obliged to
New England for moft of the neceffaries of life,
having little of their own befides the fithery to
fubfit on.—There is alfo a little fettlement of
Germans from Halifax, at a place called Lunen-
burg. — The Cape Sable coaft is valuable on ac-
count of fithing, and is famous alfo for good
harbours. — The ifland of Sables lies within the
fame jurifdiction.

Cape Breton is the largeR ifland in the gulph of
St. Laurence, fituate from 45 to 47 degrees of
‘porth latitude : it commands the fifheries in the
bay, and, in the hands of the French, might prove
a great annoyance to our Newfoundland trade.
When the fort of Louifbourg on this ifle was laft
taken by our troops, it was demolifhed, and
left in ruins. St. John’s ifland belongs likewife
to the Englith in thefe parts; butitis a place of too
little confideration to be dwelt upon in this hif-
tory.

The whole territory of Nova Scotia, feems to
have been rather kept as as barrier and defence of
our colonies, than for any vaft profits of another
‘kind which could accrue to either party from the
pofleffion of it ; fince, as we have already ob-
ferved, the foil is far from being fruitful, and

were
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were the affiftance it receives from the mother
country withdrawn from it, it would at once fall’
to nothing ; yet here it was, on this unlovely fpot,
that the French, as wehave already obferved, made
their early fettlements, and from hence overfpread
Canada, and the adjacent country. We have now’
got rid of thefe troublefome neighbours ; and not -
only this province, but a vaft tra& of North Ame-
rica, formerly in their territory, acknowledges
our fovereignty, and pays obedience to a Britith
government : thus have thofe difturbers of the
peace by a juft difpenfation of Fate, not only loft
what they unjuftly contended for, but alfo their
own pofleffions with it.

OF NEW ENGLAND AND THE
CHARTER-GOVERNMENTS.

HAVING thus defcribed thefe northern colo-
nies, we fhall now return to the affairs of New-
England, or Virginia, of which being the firft
previoufly fettlement, we were under a neceffity
to fay fo much, and have already made mention-
of a numerous colony at James-Town there.

~ The diffenters, who began to be very much per-
fecuted at home, had by this time, made a fettle-
ment in another part of the country. Some of
thefe, who were retired to Leyden, whofe paftor
was named Robinfon, formed a defign of going
aver to New-England, and, through the intercef-

fion
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fion of Sir Robert Naunton, the fecretary of flate,
obtained leave from king James L to put it in exe-
cutian, After many difappointments, they failed
from Plymouth in two fhips, containing ong hun-
dred and twenty paflengers befides feamen; bug
either through treachery or miftake, were obliged
to land at Cape Cod, where it feems they had no
inclination to have difembarked. Mr. John Carver,
was chofen their governor, went with fixteen
men to Barnftaple county, to find 2 convenieut
fpot to fettle on, but returned difappointed. Ano-
ther party, going in fearch of a harbour through
Patuxet countrv, met with better fuccefs. They
found a tra¢t of land which feemed proper for
their purpofe, fettled themfelves there, and called
it New Plymouth. Many of thefe new colonifts
died the fucceeding winter, In the fpring, a
Scgamore, one of the Indian chiefs, vifited them,
and afrerwards prevailed upon the great Sachem
Maflalir, with a train of fixty perfons to do the
fame. It is faid, this chief made them a prefent
of the land whereon they had built New Ply,

mouth, and all the adjacent country.
21y, Bradford, wha fucceeded Carver in the gov
vernment, being informed of certain depredations
committed by fome of the favage tribes of Indians,
who fecemed determined to keep no terms with
the Englith, detached captain Standith, with a
fmall party of men to reduce them, which he did
fo effethually, that it is faid, the neighbouring
chiefs
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chiefs made a.formal fubmiffion *, The planters
bad now great hopes of fuccefs, to enfure which
bowever, their fhip the Mayflower, was difpatch-
ed to England, in the fpring of the year 1621. A
great number of paffengers arriving foou after,
with one Wefton, provifions grew fcarce; and as
thefe new fettlers had brought none with them, itis
likely a famine would have enfued, but that the
arrival of an Englith merchantman on the coaft
prevented it. Wefton produced a patent for efta-
blifhing a new fettlement, at a place called Wafu-
gulquafet, in order to propagate the doctrines of
the church of England. He was juftly difgufted
at the formal cant of fome of the puritans, and
they were no lefs difpleafed with his religious prin-
ciples : the confequence was, that the two colo-

"% In the accounts which mention this fubmiffion, we find 2
copy of an infirument, whereby they bound themfelves, which

runs as follows :
¢ Know all men by thefe prefents, that we, whofe names are

¢ hereunto annexed, do acknowledge ourfelves the legal fub.
¢ jelts of James, king of Great-Britain, In witnefs whereof,
¢ and as a teftimony of the fame, we have fubferibed our
¢ names or marks, as followeth : [Obquamehud, Cawnacome,
$¢ Obbatinua, Nattamawhunt, Coubatant, Chillaback, Quada.
¢ "quina, Huttamoiden, Apadnow.]” — This ftory however car-
ries with it rather too much of the air of a romance. Firft,
becaufe it is unlikely the favages fhould be fo generous as to
make fuch agrant; and, Secondly, becaufe it is almoft certain
that they were ignorant of the nature of written deeds ; and if
they did really fign fuch agreement, they knew ngt what they

@d, and might the more gafily be impofed an, .
nies
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nies became in their hearts inveterate enemies. A
confpiracy of the Indians was at this time reported
to be formed againft the new comers, which the
diffenters attributed to. the irregularities they pre-
tended to have feen practifed by thofe men ; though
others are of opinion, thar all this was no more
than a fcheme of rhe formalifts to ruin the fettle-
ment, and to gain honour by fuppreffing a plot that
they themfelves had firft encouraged, or which had
perhaps no real exiftence. — This latter opinion
feems to be the more truly founded, as captain
Standith from New Plymouth, affifted by eight
men only, fupprefled this dreadful confpiracy.
This colony now grew to a flourithing ftate, and
plans were laid in Old England, for introducing
cpifcopacy among them. Mr. Gorges, fon to Sir
Ferdinando Gorges, arrived there with feveral fa-
milies, and a church of England clergyman,
They oppofed him; the true f{pirit of fanatic
obftinacy prevailed, and, weary of contending with
3 people whom he found it impoffible to bring to
reafon, he returned with all his affociates, The
New-Plymouthers fome time afterwards made
feveral overtures towards purchafing the patent of"
the Plymouth company. In this they met with
fome obftacles; but at laft, fending over Mr.
Winflow, he obtained it for their governor, who
furrendered ii to the general council. The affiftants
were increafed to five ; for the republican fpirit of
thefe colonifts rendered them extremely fearful of

trufting
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trufting power even with one who had never done
any thing to forfeit their efteem and confidence, M.
Winflow, returning from his negociation in the
year 1624, brought.over, amongft other fupplies,
2 bull and three heifers, the firft ever feen in thofe
parts.  He alfo furnifhed the cotonifts with hogs
and poultry, which increafed exceedingly. At
this time the town of New Plymouth contained
thirty-two houfes, inhabited by one hundred and
eighty people. It was half a mile in circumfe-
rence, fenced in with pales, and had a watch-tower
in the middle, The lands around it were cleared
and cultivated, on which many planters lived like
our farmers with their families.

In 1626, captain Woolafton came over with a
view to fettle on Maffachufet Bay, at a place
now called Braintree, but failing in his defign, he
went from thence to Virginia, where his men mu-
tinied, and chofe one Morton for their chief, who
having committed the heinous crime of dancing,
-with his men, round a maypole, in contempt of
the puritans #, the government of New Plymouth
fent captain Standith with a party to fecure him,
which was done with difficulty, and he was fent over

* Some of their party accufed him likewifs of having taught
the Indians the ufe of fire-arms, which, if it were true, was at
that time a very wrong altion 3 but it is likely this charge had
its birth from the diflike his contempt of the puritans had ex-
cited in their bofoms ; and that they only took this opportunity

to vex him who had“defpifed them, .
to



¢ BRITISH EMPIRE

to be tried by the New England council, who
deeming his impeachment a frivolous one, took no
notice of it ; and thus the matter ended. — It is
remarkable in this proceeding, that the colonifts
fought notto punith Morton for mutinying againft
his fuperior ; that they deemed pardonable; but a
contemptuous treatment of thera and their forma-
lities was a crime never to be forgiven. I only
obferve this, in fupport of a very juft maxim,
¢ That contempt is worfe to bear than hatred it-
« felf, and that one might more fafely attack the
« perfons of fome men than their ridiculous opi-
¢ nions.”

This defign of Woolafton’s having thus mifcar-
ried, Mr. John White, minifter of Dorchefter, got
a patent from the council of Plymouth, to Sir
Henry Rofwel, Sir John Young, and many others,
for that part of New England which is fituate
three miles north of the river Merrimach; and as
many to the fouth of Charles-River, which falls
into the fea, "at the bottom of Maffachufet-Bay.
The firft pattentees aflociated to themfelves foon af-
terwards a number of other gentlemen, which ob.
liged them to take out a new patent in March,
1628, being incorporated under the title of ¢ The
Governor and Company of Maflachufet Bay, in
New England.” They had the power of eleling
a governor and magifirates,and of making laws, not
repugnant to thofe of the mother-country, with
a full liberty of confcience granted to the fets

tlers.
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ters. Charles I. gave them a patent to hold
thofe lands, yielding to his majefty a fifth of all
the gold and filver ore that fhould be found in the
country.

- Mr. Endicot was, in the mean time, difpatched
by Mr. White with fupplies, and a reinforcement
for the new colonifts, -but loft many of his men
by ficknefs. — Six thips were prepared, and about
three hundred and fifty perfons were embarked on
board them, with cattle, and other neccffaries of
life, as alfo warlike flores and provifions, The go-
vernment of New Plymouth was of great ufe to
thefe ; but they made their conditions, that they
thould adopt no other fyftem than that of the puri-
tans, to which they were obliged to agree, though
it was contrary to the conftitution of the colonies,
and directly oppofite to the firft defign of them,
which was to allow liberty of confcience ; but fo
far were thefe men from acting up to the fpirit of
toleration, which they 'had formerly profefled,
that they fent home two brothers of the name
of Browne, for no other offence, than that of
following the church of England, although
they were patentees. This conduct was highly
abfurd and blameable, and favoured fo ftrongly of
perfecuticn, that many of their fricnds in England
cenfured the proceeding ; but thufe were placed at
too great a diftance for their cenfuies to be re-
garded.

Vor. L I The
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The firft governor of this colony was Matthew
Craddock, Efg. (whofe deputy was Mr. John En-
dicot) to this firft mentioned gentleman fucceeded
Mr. Winthrop, who had fold his eftate to raife mo-
ney for the colony; to Endicot, fucceeded Dudley,
once a foldier, but now a zealous puritan. On
board this fecond fleet were two hundred paflen-
gers, who arrived at Salem in a bad ftate of health.
An hundred of the colonifts, in the mean while,
whom Mr. Endicot had carried over, died of dif-
eafe, a circumftance which muft have been owing
to the unwholfomenefs and inconveniences arifing
from an uncleared country, to fuch as were accuf-
tomed to dwell in great cities and cultivated fpots
of ground; the greateft proof of which is, that,
fince the number and induftry of the colonifts have
promoted the works of agriculture, and altered the
face of the country, we no longer hear of fuch
mortalities.

The new colonifts being divided into two par-
ties, one fettled ar a place called Dorchefter, at the
tottom of Maffachufet Bay, and the other at Charles-
Town; but the latter foon after removed to Bofton,
and founded that metropolis fince fo remarkable
in the annals of New England+,

It was now that the fettlement grewr flourithing
and {o formidable as to attract the jealoufy of the

* Wilten, Wareham, Hooker, and Elliot puritan minifters
were the chief promoters of this colony, the laft of whom the
formalitis afteéted to call the apoftlc of the new world.

natives,
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patives. 'They watched thefe inmates with an en-
vious eye, and began to meditate mifchief againt
them; when their mortal enemy the fmall-pox de-
feated all their fchemes, and almoft extirpated the
whole race of Indians inhabiting that part of the
country. '

Nor were the colonifts behind-hand with the
favages in revenging, when it was in their power,
the ill offices and infults done or defigned to be
‘done them by the favages; perhaps they fome-
times carried their refentments too far, and were
not over fcrupulous in confidering the natural
rights of the Indians, but often adopted maxims
which were neither juft nor politic in this regard,
neither were they always of a tolerant {pirit to their
countrymen, fome of whom they took prifoners
.and fent home to Old England upon very frivolous
pretences *.  About this time, two Englith gentle-

* Among thefe was Sir Chrittopher Gardiner, 2 gentleman
‘who having lived extravagantly in his youth, fettled amongit
the Indians near Bofton with his lady, in order to pafs his life
in retirement. Some bufy perfons having perfuaded the go-
vernor that he was a catholic (though he profeffed himfelf, and
in all probability was, a diffenter) the Indians were engaged to
take him prifoner, which they did with great difficulty, for
having made a brave refiftance, he received fome wounds in the
encounter, which being firft cured, he was afterwards carried
back to England, where not 2 fingle article of impcachment
was exhibited againft him, He very juftly exclaimed againft thefe
proceedings, and was ever afteran avowed enemy to the colony.

12 ., men
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men fetting out in a fmall veflel from New Eng-
land towards Virginia, feized two Pequot Indians,
a tribe inhabiting the neighbourhood of New Ply-
mouth, to pilot them up Connecticut river, To
revenge this injury, and perhaps to prevent greater
which they fufpected were planning againft them,
the Indians furprized and put to death the two
agreflors, togethier with fix of their attendants; and
the veflel was blown up, either by chance or de-
fign, after it had been plundered of what they deem-
ed moft valuable.

The differences between the Englith and thefe
natives ftill increafing, it was thought proper to

Sir Henry Vane the vounger, in the year 1635, went over to
New England in a fieet of twenty fail, well provided with
ftores and paflengers of all kinds. He 1is faid to have been en-
couraged tp this voyage by Charles I. himfelf, who wanted to
be rid of him, and perfvaded his father to let him be abfent for
three years. A man of his figure and reputation highly engag-
ed the azeation of both Old and New England j and, inftead of
forming a {ettlement, as he propofed to do, en the banks of Con~
necticut River, he accepted of the government of Maffachufex,
which was offered him, His {cheme of government was en-
tirely different from the principles of the ruling pariy there,
who, moft inconfiftently with their own conduét, demanded a
rigorous conformity, through all their colony, in matters of re-
ligion. Sir Henry, (who, if he had any principle, adopted that
which was afierwards called indecpendency) was for 2 compre-
henfion of the baptitts, and all the other feftaries who diffented
from the church of England; nor wonld he be diftated to by
the minifiers and their ruling elders, Being as violent asthey
were obftinate, at the next clection he was fet afide, and Mr.
Winthrop was replaced % the government; upon which Sir

make
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make 2 fettlement on Conneicut River, in order
that it might prove 2 check upon the latter. A de-
“tachment was accordingly fent thither under Mr.
Hooker ; thefe built the town of Hertford on the
banks of that river. Several others were built af-
 terwards by fucceeding fettlers ; and, notwithftand-
ing they were ill fupplied with provifions, and
many perfons deferted the colony, to go back to
their former plantation, who loft their lives in the
attempt, yet in 1636, it was in a very promifing
ftate, and was ere€ted into a feparate government.
It was now beconie a prevailing cuftom in Bri-
tain for people to emigrate to North America.
The earl of Warwick obtained a grant from the

Henry returned to England, where he afted a part fufficiently
known in hiftory.

One Mr. Williams, the minifter of Salem, had broached fe-
veral wrong-headed opinions, and amongft others the following,
viz. That it was not lawful for good men to joia in family
prayer with the wicked; that it was ualawful to take an oath
to the civil magiftrate; and that the king of England having no
right over the Indians of America, his patent was invalid ; with
feveral other principles of the like tendency, Williams was fo
obftinate, that he defended his doétrines, for which he and his
followers were diiven out of Maffzchufet colony, and took re-
fage on the -banks of an adjoining river, where they built a
town, which they called Providence, lying te the fonthward of
Plymouth, oppofite Rhode-Ifland, and in the country of the
Narragantfets. Williams, in other refpe@s, feems to have been
a wife, virtuous, worthy man, and proved afierwards to be one
of the greateft benefaltors to the new fettlement that ever went

from Qld England, .
king
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king of certain lands extending for the fpace of forty
leagues from the river Narangfet, which he made
over to the lords Brooke and Say, Charles Fiennes,
Efq. Sir Nathanael Rich, Sir Richard Saltonftall,
Richard Knightly, Efq. John Pym, Efq. John Hamp-
den, Efq. and Mr. Herbert Pelham. But as thefe
gentlemen imagined from fome apparent circum-
ftances, that affairs in England would take a dif-
ferent turn from what they had done for fome time
pafled, and as the court began to take meafures
for reftraining the fubjefts from emigrating, they
difpofed of their lands and laid afide their defign of
Jeaving their native country,

Meanwhile, Sir Arthur Hafelrig, Oliver Crom-
wel, and others, were prevented from trying their
fortunes in New England, by an embargo laid up-
on the fhipping by king Charles 1. whereby eight
veflels were prevented from failing for thofe parts.—
Let us view this meafure in what light we pleafe,
the abfurdity of it is equally ftriking ; it was no
lefs impolitic than unjuft; and by it that unhappy
prince fealed, as it were, the warrant for his own
death. If thefe men were become tronblefome to
the church and ftate, where could a fairer oppor-
tunity be found to get rid of them? At home they
were malecontents; abroad it was evident they
might be of fervice to their mother-country, It
would therefore have been the wifdom of govern-
ment to have given them all manner of affiftance
in their emigrations, rather than to have reftrained

them
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them; but -fuch methods of educing good out of
evil, were meafures unknown to this unfortunate
reign.—As prohibition increafes defire, fo the power
of the court was not fufficient to prevent people from
tranfporting themfelves to America. The colony of
Maffachufet Bay. was overftocked with planters;
more lands were purchafed of the Indians between
Connecticut River and New York; and the govern-
ment of Newhaven was founded, which together
with Long-Ifland was comprehended in the pur-
chafe, and was foon filled with towns.

The Dutch were, by this time, fettled in the coun-
try now diftinguithed by the name of New-York,
and began to be uneafy at the fuccefs of their
neighbours the Englith, the French alfo who were
feated in Canada ufed all poffible means to difturb
and incommode them; and the new colony was
befides vexed with internal feuds and diffentions.
The Pequots (who were engaged in a war with
their neighbours the Naragantfets) took every oc-
cafion to alarm and difturb the Englifh, who had
hitherto borne their infults only becaufe they were
not in very good condition to revenge them. But
at this period, as the four fifter-colonies could raife
feven thoyfand men, the Indians wifely enough pre-
tended to enter into alliance with them. -~ After
many fruitlefs overtures, they at length declared
they would be friends to the Englith, if they couid
bring about a peace between them and the Naru-
gantfets: but this could not eafily be effected, a1

the
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the favages, once mote giving way to their evil in-
clinations, killed feveral Englithmen ar Weathers-
field, 2 town fituate on Conneficut River, and
took two young maidens prifoners, who would
have fallen the vi€tims of their cruelty and luft, and
in the end been put to death by torture, had not
the Sachem’s wife, a woman of 2 moft noble and
amiable charaéter, interceded for them, with 2
tendernefs truly becoming her fex, delivered them
from the favage fury of her countrymen, and taken
them under her protection. — An hundred and
twenty men, under the conduct of captain Endi-
cot were fent by the Englith to demand fatis-
fa@tion for thefe depredations. The Indians fled
before them, but, on their retreat, attacked the Eng-
lith fort ealled Seabrook, where being repulfed, they
killed fome ftragglers in the fields, and made ap-
plication even to their enemies the Naragantfets
for aid, which thefe not only refufed, but joined the
colonifts againft them, to whom they granted a free
paffage through their country to attack them.
Saflacus, Sachem of the Pequots, was fo brave
and warlike a chief, that he was deemed invincible.
On intelligence of the approach of the New Eng-
land men, he had divided his troops into two
‘bodies and made them retire into two forts on the
river Miftic. The firft of thefe the Englith fur-
prifed in the night, fet fire to it, and put to the
fiword all who efcaped the flames. Were it not
from a confideration of the neceffity of thefe fevere

proceedings,
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proceedings where an enemy is at the fame time fo
numerous and fo favage, this action could with no
fhadow of juftice be called any thing elfe than a
barbarous maffacre, in which above four hundred
fleeping perfons loft their lives, many of whom
could really be charged with no offence againft the
Englith or their allies. By this time the Indian
* ¢hief Saffacus had collected a body of fix hundred
men with which he harraffed the rear of the Eng-
lith army; but the good fuccefs which the latter
met with in their undertakings, occafioned his faith-
lefs troops to leave their brave prince. Meanwhile
a fecond party of the colonifts arrived from Maf-
fachufet Bay, who committed many cruelties in
the Pequot country, putting to death two of their
fachems, and fparing a third, on condition only
that he fhould betray Saffacus, who made his ef-
cape, however, to the country of the Mohocks,
where he was treacheroufly murdered. — Had his
own men ftood by him it is certain that he
would have given his enemies a great deal of trou-
ble before they could have completely vanquithed
him; but the favages were fo ftruck with the fu-
periority of the Englith, .and fo much furprifed at
feeing them gain any advantage over a chief whom
they counted almoft immortal, that they refufed to
be brought to the charge, and by flying, moft pro-
bably, loft more of their people than they would
have done by fighting ; but their fears overcame

Vor. L K their
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their reafon, and gave their neighbours. even more
advantages than they could have expected.

A party of the colonifts in one of their expeditions,
drove eight hundred of the Indiars, with two
hundred of their wives and children intoa fivamp.
A fog arifing, favoured the efcape of the former,
though not without leaving feveral dead and
wounded behind rhem.  But the helplefs women
and infants remazining, wwere obliged to furrender
at difcretion to the conquerors. The fachem’s
wife who had delivered the Weathersfield maidens,
was among them. She made two requefts, which
arofe from a tendernefs and virtue not common
among favages. The firft was, that her chaftity
might remain unvioiated, and the fecond, that her
children might not be taken away from her. The
amiable fweetnefs of her countenmance, and the mo-
deft dignity of her deportment, were worthy of the
character the fupported for innocence and juftice,
and were fufficient to fhew the Europeans that even
barbarous nations fometimes produce inftances of
heroic virtue.

The women and children taken in this attack,
avere difperfed through the neighbouring colonies,
the male infants excepted, who were fent to the
Bermudas. The Englifh feemed fully determined
on deftroying the whole race of the Pequot In-
dians, whofe lands were diftributed among the
fettlers ; fome quitting their own country, andothers
furrendering to the victors, who were no longer

’ willing
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Willing to let them remain 4 nation, bt diftribus
ted them among the Natagantfets; and other neigh-
bouring Indians.

But while thefe affairs were fo fuccefsfully car-
tied on, the colonifts began to be made unhappy
by diflenfions among themfelves; which happened
in confequence of fome ridiculous theological
difputes. ¢ Whether the covenant of works, ot
¢ the covenant of grace ought to have the prefes
¢ rence,” was become a moft inportant queftion ;
and this took its rife from women, whomni alone
fuch arguments could befeem. Their hufbands,
however, caught the contagion of their nonfenfe,
Affemblies were holden in the houfes of female fa-
natics, and difcourfes delivered, equally contrary to
the fpiritof good fenfe and of true religion. The
Antinomians thus foftered in thefe parts, began
to grow extremely troublefome to the clergy of
New England. The loweft of the pecple were
fet up for preachers, and the old minifters turned
out ; with many fuch fooleries. The magiftrates, at
length, called a fynod, which took cognizance of
the affair, and condemned the fectaries, who pur-
_chafed the land called Rhode-Ifland, which was
foon well peopled, and is at prefent a very flous
rithing colony. Thus good arofe from evil, and
even difputes and debates produced population
and convenience. Every thing tended to the in«
creafe of the inhabitants. All difficulties were fur-

' K2 mounted
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mounted by the induftry of the planters, and their
toils were crowned with the deferved fuccefs.

At this time there happened alfo fome civil
contentions among the New England people. The
inhabitants of Hingham, in Suffolk county, hav-
ing broken the peace, Mr. Winthrop, the deputy-
governor of Maflfachufet Bay, committed the rio-
ters to prifon, on refufing to give bail. A petition
was foon afterwards prefented by fome of the inha-
bitants, who infifted on a rightof appealing to the
Englith parliament, for which they were fined and
imprifoned. Mr, Winthrop was the chief obje& of
their complaints, and, on the trial, was ordered to
defcend from the bench and vindicate himfelf, He
did fo, to the univerfal fatisfaction of the magiftrates
and people, and the fines of the offenders were in-
creafed. He then refumed his feat and office, and
harangued the affembly in a manner which did
equal honour to the integrity of his heart, and the
foundnefs of his underftanding *.

* The excellent fpeech here alluded to was couched in the
following terms,

¢ Gentlemen,

¢ I'will not look back to the paft proceedings of this court,
¢ norto the perfons therein concerned: 1am fatisfied that I was
¢ publicly accufed, and that Tam now publicly acquitted; but
*¢ give me leave to fay fomething on this occafion, that may rec-
¢ dfy the opinion of the people, from whom thefe diftempers of
‘¢ the ftate have arifen. The queftions that have troubled the
* country of late have been about the authority of the magiftrate,
** and the Liberty of the people. Magiftrates are certainly an ap-

It
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"It is neceflary to take notice that the four
provinces of New England united themfelves
in a general confederacy, yet retained the confti-
tution and independency of their feparate govern-
ment. ‘This in its form fomewhat refembled the
union of the feven provinces. The deputies fate
like the ftates of Holland, but were fubje to no
other controul than that of their conftituents ; and
thus they erected themfelves into a fort of republican
government, though they acknowledged themfelves
the fubjets of a limited monarchy.

This project had been long in agitation, and,
at laft, on the feventh of September, 1643, the
fame was effeCted by an inftrument under the fol-
lowing title, viz. “ Articles of confederation, be-
 tween the plantations under the government of
¢ the Maflachufets, the plantations under the go-

¢ pointment of God; and I intreat you to confider that you chofe
¢¢ them from among yourfelves, and that they are men, fubjeé
¢¢ to the like paflions with yourfelves. —We take an oath to
4 govern you according to God’s laws and our own, to the beft
. & of our Kkill; if we commit errors, not willingly, but for want
& of fkiil, you 'ough;: to bear with us. Nor would I have you
‘ miftake your own liberty. There is a liberty in doing what
s we lift, withoutregard to law or juftice: this liberty isindeed
¢ inconfiftent with authority 5 but civil, moral, federal liberty
¢ confifts in every one’s enjoying his property, and having the
¢ benefit of the lawsof his country; this is what you ought to
contend for, with the hazard of your lives; but this is very
confiftent with a due fubje&ion to the civilmagiftrate, and the
% paying him that refpet that his charalter in common requires,”

- vernment

-
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« vernment of Plymouth, the plantations under
« rhe government of Connecticut, and the govern-
¢ ment of Newhaven, with the plantations in
¢« combination therewith.”— By thofe articles they
declared that they all came into thofe parts of
America with the fame errand and aim, to ad-
vance the chriftian religion, and enjoy the liber-
ty of their confciences with purity and peace;
that two commiffioners fhould annually be cho-
fen, v.ho fhould have full powers from the ge-
neral court of each fettlement to meet at an ap-
pointed place to concert and conclude matters
of gencral concernment, fuch as peace, or war,
and other affairs conducive to the general wel-
fare of the confederacy *.

* Here it may not be improper to take a view of certain laws
and cuftoms, peculiar to this government of the four provinces
thus united, as we find them fet down in Douglas’s Summary,
and other writers of authority.

For many years from the beginning, the govetnor, affiftants,
or council, notunder feven, and deputies or reprefentatives in a
legiflative capacity voted togcther; but from long experience
divers inconveniences were found to arife, and it was enated in
1652, that the magiftrates {governor and council] fhould fit and
vote apart, conflituting a feparate negative.

Their enalting fiyle was, It is ordercd by this court, and the
authority thereof.

The governor, deputy governor, and affiftants, or council
called magiftrates, were the fuperior court for appeals in civil
cafes ; and were the court of oyer and terminer in cafes of life,
mezter, baniliment, and divorce. After they were conflituted

The
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The colony of New Plymouth was, - before
this period, fo filled with planters that they began

to forfake the fettlement, the foil of which was by
‘this time pretty much worn out, and removed to

two diftin houfes, if they happened to differ in any cafes of
judicature, civil or criminal, the affair' was to be determined by a
vote of the whole court met together. The general court only
had power to pardon cdndemned criminals, The governor, when
prefent, was prefident in all courts, No general court to be con-
tinued above one year. The governor, deputy-governor, or
majority of the afliftants, may call a general affembly ; but this
affembly is nat to be adjourned or diffolved, but bya vote of the
*{ame.

County courts may admit freemen, being church-members,
that is, of the independent or congregational religious mode j—
only freemen were capable of voting in civil afemblies : 1662,—
upon the kings letter, this law was repealed.

Formerly fome townfhips had it in their option, to fend or not
to {end deputies to the general affembly, The deputies of Dover,
and fuch other tawns as are not by law bound to {end deputies,
may be excufed.

The officers annually cle&ed by the freemen in general (not
by their reprefentatives or deputies in the general court or affem-
bly) were the governor, the deputy-governor, the affiftants. or
council, the treafurer, the major-general, the admiral at fea, the
commiffioners for the united colonies, and the fecretary,

By an alt in 1641, the freemen of any fhire or town, have li-
berty to chufe deputies for the creneral court, either in theirown
fhire or town, or elfewhete as they judge fitteft ; fo they be
freemen and inhabiting this juri{diétion.

By 2 law made in 16 §4, no perfon, whois an ufual or common
attorney in any inferior court, fhall be admited to fit as a ‘deputy

in the gencral court or affembly,
a place
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a place called Narnfet, where they purchafed fand
of the natives and built the town of Eaftham in Barn-

ftaple county. §
The New Englanders now began to turn their

thoughts on the converfion and civilizing of the
Indians. Mr, Elliot, 2 minifter, undertook tolearn

Where the country or colony laws are deficient, the cafe fhall
be determined by the word of God.

Disfranchifement, and banifhment, were the ufual penalties
for great crimes.

Governor and deputy-governor jointly sgreeing, or any of
their affiftants, confenting, have power out of court, to re-
peeve a condemned malefator, till the next court of affiftants,
or general court; and the general court only hath power to
pardon a condemned malefator.

1652. Enafted, That a mint-houfe be erefted in Bofton, to
coin filver of fterling alloy in 12d. 6d. and 3d. pieces, in
value lefs than that of the prefent Englith coin by 2d. in the
milling 3 the flamp to be, within 2 double ring; on the one
fide ¢¢ Matlachufets,” witha tree in the centre ; on the other fide
¢ New-England,” with the year 1652, and the figure x11,
v1, and 111, according to the value of each piece ; with a pri-
vate mark. Excepting' Englifh coin, noother money to be cur-
rent in this common-wealth ; g per cent, for charges of coining
to be allowed by the owners of the filver brought into the mint
to be coined. Exportation of this cein, except twenty fhillings
for neceflary expences, is prohibited, on pain of confifcation of
all vifible eftate.— Coinage is a prerogative of the fovereignty,
pot of 2 colony. Scarcely any of this coin now appears; with
all other filver coin, it is driven away by a multiplied fallacious
bafe paper-currency.

Befides fome {mall duties of impoft upon ftrong liquors impor-
ted; and a2 fmall excife of 2s. 6d. per hogfhead, on cyder,

the
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the lahguage of the favages, and to preach the
gofpel among them. In 1646, he advanced into
their country whom he intended to convert, hav-
ing previoufly fent proper perfons to apprize them

afid malt liquors retaired ; and tonnage 6 4. per ton upon fhips
ping; the ordinary revenue was a poll-tax or capitation upon ail
male whites of fixteen years of age and upwards, and a rate of
—'d.”in the poird of principal eftate at fmall valuations: thus
for inftince, anno 1651, the tax was'20ds per poll, and a rate
of 1 d.in the pound eftate,

Anno 16g2, when the old charter expired, a tax of 10 5. poll,
and a rate of 30 5. upon evety 100/ of principal eftate, was
:cox'ﬁpﬂted'to raife 30,000 /. value equal to proclamation money.

Anno 1629, 2 courtsmerchant is appointed. Whena t'ranger’s
affairs do not allew him to tarry the ordinary terms of the courts;
the governor or deputy, with any threé of the affifiants, may
call a fpecial court.

Several aéls for fairs and markets in feveral towns ; for inf-
tance, in Bofton two yearly fairs, and a weekly market upon
the fifth day.

Ena&ed, a{mall body of good maritime laws in twenty-{even
fettions.

The aeconomy of their militia was after this manner: — All
white men of fixteen years of age and upwards, were inlift ed;
no company of foot to be under fixty-four private men (fmall
towns are to join) no troups of Lorfe to excced feventy men,
The non-commiifion officers to be appointed by the commiilion
officers of the company. The commifion officers of a company
to be chofen by a mujority of the men inlifted in that
company, to be approved by the county -court, or feffions, All
the companics of one county er regiment, by a majority of the
men belonging to that regiment are to chofe a ferjeant-mujor of
the county, the commander of that regiment. “The comnynand
of all the militia of the colony was in a major-gencral, annually

Vor. L L of
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of his coming. The Indians wmet him at their
borders, attended to his preaching, and tuflered
him to fettle in their country, where numbers were

chofen by the gencral affembly.  Any f{oven affiftants, whereof
the governor or deputy-governor to be one, may imprefs fol-
dicrs.

To provent oprreflion, any perfon taking exceflive wages for
work <dunc, or unreafinable prices for necetlary merchandifes
fhall be fined at the difcretion of the court where the offence is
prefenied. I folest men to regiiate the wages of porters,
The forms of their julicial ouths were: — By the name of

the Living, aad fometimes Ever-living God.— By the great name
of the Ever-iving Atnighty God, — By he great and dreadful
name of the Lver-living Gud,—Thefe were ufed according to the
folemnity of the occabion.

Any perfon may view and Lave attefted copies of any records j
the juurnals of the council exeepred.

Powowrors to be fined five pounds.  Jefuits, or any Roman
c.tholic eeclefiafls, to be banithed; if they rcturn, to fuffer
dezth.—This law was afterwards extended to the quakers.

Arno 165 . None of that curfed fect of heretics, lately rifin
up in the world, which are commonly called quakers, are to be
iraported ¢ penalty upon the maiter 100l per picce, and g0,
per hour, for any other perfon harbouring or entertaining
them.

1658. A quaker convicied, fhall be banifhed upon pain of
dezth,

Peralty for playing at cards or dice gs. for obferving any fuch
dny as Chrittmas §s. profaners of the fabbath-day, for the rrit
offence to be admonithed, but for after-offences to be fined,
inking healths aboard of veffels zos. every health, Re-
viling magitirates or minitters §l. or whipping.

1633. Conftables are to prefent unprofitable fowlers, and to-
bacco-takers, to the next magiftrate,

brought
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brought over to the chriftian faith. The govern-
ment of New England gave him all manner of
countenance and affiftance. A town was built
on the fpot, and the tools proper for agriculture

No motion of vmarriage to be made to any maid, without the
confent of her parents. Births, marriages, and deaths to be
recorded in each town: to be returned yearly to the county-
court or feffions.

The general affembly having received and perufed a letter
from the privy-council in England, with an act of parliament
12 Carol. 1I. for the encouraging of fhipping and navigation;
they appointed naval officers in all their fea-ports, the tranfac-
tions to be tranfmitted to London onée a year by the fecretary.,

\N:omen, girls, and boys, are enjoined to {pin, The fele&t
men of each town, are to affefs each family, at one or more
{pinners : when they have avocations of other bufinefs, they are
to be deemed half or quarter fpinners. A whole {pinner fhall
fpin every year, for thirty weeks, three pounds cvery week of
linen, cotton, or woollen.

Five years quict poffeflion to be deemed a2 good title. In
commonages five fheep fhall be reckoned equal to one cow.

1667. No licenfed perfon to fell beer, but of four bufhels
barley malt at leaft, to the hogfhead, and not to be fold above
z d. the ale quart not to be mixed with malaffes, coarfe fugar,
or other materials. No mackarel to be caught, except for
fpending whilft frefh, before the firft of July annually. Sur-
veyors appointed to view all thipping in building.

Wampumpeag to be 2 tender in payment of debts not exceed-
ing 40s. at eight white, or four black a penny,—This was re-
‘ pealed anno 1661.

After a vote paffed in an affembly or civil court, a member
may enter his diffent, without entering his reafons of diffent
to be recorded, '

| ) and
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and other neceflary employments: being furnithed
to the faiages, the Englifh began to form them into
well-ordered focieties, and brought them to fubmit
to feveral regulations® not ill calculated for the

In all affemblies, neuters, that is filent, fhall be accousted
votes fur the negative.  Any two magiftrates, with the clerk of
the county, may take probate of wills, or grant adminiftra-
tion.

I old charter times, the colony was at firft divided into the
thre. countiee or $nfulk, FEflex, and Micdlefex : when they
affumed the jrrilisidon of New-tdamapitice and the province of
TTain, and fettled compattly upon Conneéticut River, the ce-
lony, in %71, was divided into thefe fix counties :

Counties, Shire-Towns.

Suielk, Bofton.

Netelk, Salifbury and Hampton,
Efiex, Salem and Ipfwich.
Pl Dover and Portfinouth,

Dlidleex, Charles-Town and Cambridge,
Yorkiire, York.
Hampfhire, Northampton and Springfield.

* The rcgulations here mentioned were as follow, ~—¢¢ If
‘¢ wny man be idle a furtnight, he fhall forfeit five fhillings, —
1. two unmarried people commit fornication, the man fhall
pay tweaty Miiiings. —If any man fhall beat his wife he
fhall be bound and publicly punifi:ed. — Every young man
who is unmarrizd and not another’s fervant fhall fet up a
wigrvam [or dwelling] for himfelf, and not fhife up and down
in tiolv of cthers,  If any woman fhall wear her hair cut like
2 mnaa’t or harging 1.ule, fhe Mall pay five thillings,— Any

woman expoaag her breafts withouta covering fhall forfeit
€ five {uillinge, -

(13

(13

All men who wear long locks fhall be
¢ fined the f3m: fum,”

firft
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firft advances towards civilizing thefe barbarians.
'The inhabitants of the neighbouring town of Con-
card ‘were fo well pleafed with the report of thefe
amendments, that they likewife defired to be con-
wverted. Mr, Elliot accordingly went and built a
town among them. He prevailed upan them to
abolith the infamous conjurings and other ridicu-
lous impofitions practifed by their priefts; to
make murder and adultery capital crimes, and to
eftablifh many other regulations of a fimilar nature
to thofe he 'had before introduced among their
peighbours. Their bodily welfare "was likewife
provided for, and cloaths, and other neceffaries dif-
tributed to them. But now fome of the heathen
fachems, finding themfelves furrounded by the
Englifh, began to fear a total fubverfion of their
ancient cuftoms, by the introduction of chriftians
into their territorles. One of them, named Cutfha-
moquin, made heavy complaints againft them, and
prohibited all fuch of his people as changed' their
religion from building any towns within his do-
minions, alledging, that his praying fubjetts did
not pay him tribute as formerly.— After many
debates about the matter, however, his Indian ma-
jefty turned chriftian himfelf, for the fake of in-
creafing his revenue. The converts ncw built a
town in the middle of the ‘Maflachufets, confift-
ing of three fireets, two of them feparated from
the third by 3 river, butjoined by a wooden bridge.

A large
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A large houfe, built after the European manner
ferved for a church, a flore houfe, a fchool-room,
and a dwelling houfe, for Mr. Elliot. The In-
dians became fchoolmafters, preachers, and even
magiftrates, in confequence of the wife and juft
nicafures at this time taken by the fettlers, which
teanded to the eftablithment of peace and tranqui-
lirv, and the advancement of the interefts of the
celony.

Vet the heathen Indians, and efpecially fuch as
had been roughly treated by the Englih, continu-
ed to look with an evil eye upon them, and not
to entertain the higheflt nctions of their juftice
and humanity *. However, gooo favages were
converted, and a fociety for the propacation of
the coipel in thofe parts was formed, and encou-
raged by acts of parlinment paffed in England,
where o corporation was eftablifhed for that pur-
pofe, with liberty to purchafe lands to the yearly
value of fix hundred pounds.

Tiwo years before this perind, the French had
engaged 1ome Indians to matiacre the magiftrates
at Newbaven; but the {cheme mutarricd.  The
New Lnclanders delivered from their enemies,

1

began aircih to pericoute their bredhiren.  As foon

* Asan inftance of this, one BMr, Mayhew endeavouring to
conve t a fachem, the Iniiin bad him ¢ Go, and make the
¢ Fa byl good iirit” A fhrewd reply of the fuviie, which
fo.we! in how littlé eliimadin he held the morals of his pray-
ing neighbours. ’

as
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as the prefbyterians had received the fan&ion of
the civil power for their ecclefiaftical government,
they began to treat the different fearies among
themfelves with more feverity, than they had for-
merly been treated with by the church of Eng-
land; the anabaptifts and the quakers were the
objects of - their religious fury, and to thefe they
thewed no mercy. E

The perfecution firft broke out at Rehobeth, in
Plquuth county, where feveral anabaptifts who
had fevered themfelves from their brethren, were
fined, whipped, and imprifoned. Thefe, like moft
bigots were as ready to bear punifhments, as their
“adverfaries were to infli& them, and made great
boafts of what they termed ¢ fuffering for the
¢ gofpel of truth.”  All feéts grow by oppreffion ;
and it is not too bold to fay, that to this principle
‘under Divine Providence, chriftianity itfelf, owed
the flourithing ftate to which, through fo many
firey trials, at laft it arrived.— Some years after-
wards the quakers in the new world as feverely
felt the iron hand of power. Many of thefe had
come from the Weft-Indies to {ettle among the
puritans : they were ordered back again, and it
was immediately enacted that all mafters of veflels
bringing any quakers to New England thould
forfeit a hundred pounds; that all quakers land-
ing in that government thould be fent to the houfe
-of correction, to be whipped and kept to hard la- -

bou.; with many other claufes fufhciently fevere.
Yer
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Yet to thefe upon a more mature deliberation, were
added the fal'ywing, —

“ A qu:izr returning to New England after
« bunifhment, if 2 man, to have one ear cut off,
< and kept to hard labour in the houfe of correc-
“ tion, till he can be fhipped off at his own
¢ charges. For the fecond offence, to lofe the
¢ other ear, and be kept in the houfe of correc-
¢ tion.—1If a woman, to be whipped and kept
¢ a5 abovementioned. — For the third ofience, whe-
¢ ther men or women, to have their tongues bored
¢ tith a hot iron, and then to be detained in the
“ houfe of correction till they can be thipped off
¢ at their own charges.” All thefe laws, hard as
they were, feemed rather to invite the quakers,
than to deter them from flocking to the colonies.

Endicor, the governor, was himfelf a violent en-
thufiaft. No bounds, confejuently, were fet to the
perfecution of thele people. It was at length made
capital for a quaker to return after having been
trafnported from the colonics. Four of them (three
men and one woman) were executed upon this
act.—Charles II. who was by this time reftered,
diapproved of thefe micoiures, and fent orders to
ftop all proceedings againft the quakers;—thefe
were not fo much attended to as they ought to
have been; but they occafioned a repeal of that
bleody law which condemred thefe wretched peo-
ple to death for their ridiculous opinions.

One
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One cannot help remarking here the perverfenefs
of mankind, that has, in almoft every age, turned
that principle which was intended for the greateft
good into the greateft evil.—With what juftice
did the primitive chriftians cry out againft their hea-
then adverfaries for the feverities infliGed upon
them! How nobly did they fland the teft, and feal
with their blood thofe doctrines they came to
preach! The good maxims they inculcated, the
fimplicity and fpotlefs purity of their lives, their
generous forgivenefs of thofe who injured them,
and above all their conftancy in fufferings, and
their love for one another, at laft overcame even
barbarifm itfelf, and forced the nations to confefs
the power of that religion which feemed {o clofely
to copy its divine original.— Chriftianity was fa-
vourably received in the world, Mighty princes
and great ftates countenanced and proteéted it.—
What was the confequence ? —Thotfe who, during
the perfecutions of the heathens, had bc.n infe-
parably united in the bond of love, and walicd
like brethren together in the fteps of their grea:
mafter, began now to be divided amongft them-
felves about va'n points of fpeculation, hey fplic
into different fects, and whichever of thefe vas up-
permoft failed not to vex and harrafs the reft.
Councils were cal’ed; articles exhibited; decrees
made, and men, at length, punifhedin their per-
fons for mere raatters of opinion. The chrifiians
then forgot themfelves ; they were no longer the

Vou. I, M «hildren



82 BRITISH EMPIRE

children of one father, the fervants of one lord,
the followers of the meek and humble Patron of
their faith; —they appeared rather like fo many
favages who were entered into a folemn compa&
to endeavour the deftruction of each other.— And
fince thofe times, there has fcarcely been any church
or fe€t of men, who have not, in their turns when-
ever thev had the authority, played the tyrants
over their brethren.— The proteftants feparated
themfelves from the Romifh church of whofe per-
fecuting {pirit they with juftice complained; yet
they could not refift the opportunity of perfecuting
the diflenters. The zeal of the latter infpired them
with an ardour and conftancy which got the better
of all oppofition.—Some wrought the fubverfion
of the ftate at home, whilft others paffed vaft
oceans, fled to woods and, wilds, and with an in-
defatigable induftry (never too much to be com-
mended) procured to themfelves dwellings of peace
and fecurity among the haunts of favages, facrifi-
cing to the enjoyment of their rights and liberties
every focial tie, and all their neareft and deareft
¢onnexions.— Let us behold thefe very people now
reaping the fruits of their labours ; their new fet-
tlements perpetually flourithing and  extending
themfelves, chiefly on account of their being con-
fidered as a retreat for all manner of perfons from
the mother-country, In this view, can any thing
be more abfurd then to perceive fuch a fociety

endeavouring
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endeavouring to overturn its own eftablithments,
and perfecuting with the moft implacable hatred
a fet of poor deluded wretches, whom their con-
tempt would have been the moft effeCtual means
of vanquithing ?—Surely this is a proof at once
of the weaknefs and of the depravity of human
nature, where pride and felf-love are fuffered to
predominate; and it is the moft humiliating cir-
cumftance to a philanthropift, to confider that the
fame fpirit has reigned fo univerfally through the
world, which defeats the ends intended to be an-
fwered by true religion, converts that great light
from heaven into the groflnefs of darknefs, and
leaves us in a labyrinth of error. Would man-
kind confider themfelves as brethren, would they
but refle that the great intent of religion is to
make them charitable neighbours to each other;
that love and obedience are the moft acceptable
facrifice to the Creator, and that the torments or
deftruction of his creatures, on any pretence what-
foever, muft neceffarily be difpleafing in his fight:
I fay, would they but meditate {ferioufly upon
thefe things, it is likely they would become better
men and better chriftians.—1I could not help in-
tgoducing 2 refle€tion, which I hope the reader
will pardon, as it naturally occurred at this period
of the hiftory.— But to proceed. —

After the death of the fachem Maflafoit, his
two fons came to New Plymouth, where they
were baptized by the names of Alexander and

' M3 Philip.
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Philip. The latter of thefe being fufpected of fome
machinations againft the Englith, and being by
them taken prifoner, as he was a very haughty
man, brooked his confinement fo ill that he feil
fick of a fever which put an end to his life, — His
brother Philip, a prince of great {pirit, renewed his
alliance with the colonifts, and even went fo far as
to oblige himfelf, by a written deed, not to alienate
any of his lands without their confent and appro-
bation ; while they, on their parts, entered into a2
folemn league offenfive and defenfive with one who
afterwards proved their bittereft enemy.

The Bartholomew act now taking place in Eng-
land, by which all nonconformifts were turned out
of their livings, New England was filled with pafs
tors and with theological difputes: —a moft fatal
delufion fucceeded, which if it had not been
timely put a ftop to, might have ended in the de-
ftrution of almoft the whole colony.

An unaccountable fancy pofiefled the pious puri-
tans, that they were under the power of witches
and evil {pirits, which produced fome of the
ftrangeft confequences ever heard of in hiftory. It
was at a town called Salem, in New England, that
this deluiton firft began. One Paris was the mini-
fter there. He had two daughters troubled with
convulfions ; which being attended with fome of
thofe extraordinary appearances not unfrequent in
fuch diforders, he imagined they were bewitched,
As foon as he concluded upon witchcraft as the

caufe
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eaufe of the diftemper, the next inquiry was, how
to find out the perfon who had bewitched them.
He caft his eyes upon an Indian fervant woman of
his own, whom he frequently beat, and ufed her
with fuch feverity that fhe at laft confeffed herfelf
the witch, and was committed to goal, where the
lay for a long time. ‘The imaginations of the peo-
ple were not yet fufficiently heated to make a very
formal bufinefs of this; therefore they were content
to difcharge her from prifon after a long confine-
ment, and to fell her as a flave for her fees. How-
ever, as this example fet the difcourfe about witch-
craft on foot, fome people, troubled with a fimilar
complaint, began to think themfelves bewitched
too. Perfons in an ill flate of health are naturally
fond of finding out caufes for their diftempers ; ef-
pecially fuch as are extraordinary, and call the cyes
of the public upon them. There was perhaps
fomething of malice in the affair befides; for one
of the firft objects whom they fixed upon was Mr.
Burroughs, a gentleman who had formerly been
minifter of Salem: but, upon fome of the religious
difputes which divided the country, he differed
with his flock and left them. ‘This man was tried
with two others for witchcraft, by a fpecial com-
miffion of oyer and terminer, dire¢ted to fome of
the gentlemen of the beft fortunes, and reputed to
‘be of the beft underftandings in the country. Be-
fore thefe judges, a piece of evidence was delivered,
the moft weak and childith, the moft repugnant to

itfelf,
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itfelf, and to common fenfe, that perhaps ever was
known upon any ferious occafion. Yet by thofe
judges, upon that evidence, and the verdi¢t found-
ed upon it, this minifter, a perfon of a moft unexcep-
tionable character, and two others, men irreproach-
able in their lives, were fentenced to die, and were ac-
cordingly executed, 'Then thefe victims of the po-
pular madnefs were ftripped naked, and their bodies
thrown into a pit, half covered with earth, and left
to the difcretion of the birds and wild beafts.
Upon the fame evidence, in 2 little time after,
fixteen more fuffered death; the greateft part of
them dying in the moft exemplary fentiments of
 piety, and with the ftrongeft profeffions of their
innocence. One man, refufing to plead, fuffered in
the cruel manner the law dire@s on that occafion,
by a flow preflure to death. The moft ordinary
and innocent actions were metamorphofed into ma-
gical ceremonies, and the fury of the people aug-
mented in proportion as this gloom of imagination
increafed. The flame {pread with rage and rapidity
“into every part of the country. Neither the ten-
dernefs of youth, nor the infirmity of age, nor the
honour of the fex, nor the facrednefs of the mini-
ftry, nor the refpectable condition of fortune or
character, was the leaft proteftion. Children of
eleven years old wwere taken up for forceries. The
women were firipped in the moft thameful manner
to fearch them for magical teats. The fcorbutic
ftains common on the fkins of old perfons, were

called
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called the devil’s pinches.. This was indifputable
evidence againft them. As fuch they admitted
every idle flying report, and even ftories of ghofts,
which they honoured with a name, not found in
our law books: they called them Spectral Evi-
dence. Some women owned they had been lain
with by the devil, and other things equally ridi-
culous and abominable.

The wretches who fuffered the torture, being
not more prefled to own themfelves guilty than to
difcover their affociates and accomplices, unable to
give any real account, named people at random,
who were immediately taken up, and treated in
the fame cruel manner, upon this extorted evidence.

An univerfal terror and confternation feized upon
all. Some prevented accufation, and charged them-
felves with witchcraft, and fo efcaped death;
others fled the province; and many more were
preparing to fly. The prifons were crowded; peo-
ple were executed daily; yet the rage of the ac-
cufers was as frefh as ever, and the number of the
witches and the bewitched increafed every hour.
A magiftrate, who had committed forty perfons for
this crime, fatigued with fo difagreeable an em-
ployment and athamed of the fhare he had in it,
refufed to grant any more warrants. He was him-
felf immediately accufed of forcery; and thought
himfelf happy in leaving his family and fortune,
and efcaping with life out of the province.

A jury,
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Ajury, firuck with the affeting manner and
the folemn affurances of innocence of a woman
brought before them, ventured to acquit her; but
the judges fent them out again; and in an imperi-
ous manner forced them to find the woman guilty 3
and fhe was executed immediately. The magif-
trates and minifters, whofe prudence ought to have
been employed in healing this diftemper and af-
fuaging its fary, threw in new combuftible matter.
They encouraged the accufers; they affifted at the
examinations, and they extorted the confeffions, of
witches.

None fignalized their zeal more upon this occa-
fion than Sir William Phips, the governor, a New
England man, of the loweft birth, and yet meaner
education; who, having raifed a fudden fortune by
a lucky accident, was knighted, and afterwards
made governor of the province. Doltor Increafe
Mather, and doctor Cotton Mather, the pillars of
the New England church, were equally fanguine.
Several of the moft popular minifters, after twentjr
executions had been made, addrefled Sir William
Phips with thanks for what he had done, and with
exhortations to proceed in fo laudable a work.
The accufers, encouraged in this manner, did not
know where to ftop, nor how to proceed. They
were at a lofs for objects. They began at laft to
accufe the judges themfelves, What was worle,
the ncareft relations of Mr. Increafe Mather were
avolved, and witchcraft began even to approach

the
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‘the governor’s own family. It was now high time
to give things another turn. The accufers weré
difcouraged by authority. One hundred and fifty,
who lay in prifon, were difcharged. Two hun-
dred more were under accufation ; they were pafled
over; and thofe who had received fentence of
death were reprieved, and in due time pardoned.
A few cool moments fhewed them the grofs and
ftupid error that had carried them away, and which
was utterly invifible to them all the while they
were engaged in this ftrange perfecution. They
grew heartily athamed of what they had done. But
what was infinitely mortifying, the quakers took
-occafion to attribute all this mifchief to a judge-
ment on them for their perfecution. A general
faft was appointed ; the puritans praying God to
pardon all the errors of his people in a late tragedy,
raifed amongft them by Satan and his inftruments.
Such was the end of this extraordinary madnefs,
which had fo fatally pofleffed thefe people, and
which was one of the firongeft ebullitions of
~ enthufiafin ever known among them. — As there
are few things fo bad as not to conduce to fome
general good, fo it is likely this temporary lunacy
contributed in a great meafure to work off’ the il
humours of the New England people, and to bring
them to a more free ufe of their reafon. Many evils
have their removal in their own extremes. This
tvas the remedy which though fqueezed from the
wary heart of fanaticifm, was the beft application
Yor, L N whereby
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whereby to effet a cure on fuch as were tainted
with its poifon. It is certain, that whatever were
the follies of the puritans, much of their bigotry
was loft after this period, and expired with the
witcheraft delufion.

The extraordinary fcene was no fooner clofed
than the magiftrates began to reflet that they had
in reality no right to infli& any capital punith-
ments. Upon this, John Winthrop, Efq. fon to the
late governor of Maffachufet, was employed by the
colonifts of Conne&icut and Newhaven to folicit
the charter for them which united them into one
body corporate.

Upon the breaking out of the Dutch war, his
majefty, who feemed flill to have been uneafy about
the conflitution of New England, made a grant to
the duke of York of all the lands poflefled by the
Dutch on both fides of Hudfon’s Bay, and a {qua-
dron of thips, with land forces, were fent to drive
them away, under the command of Sir Robert Car,
and colonel Nicholls. That fervice being perform-
ed, the two commanders, with other two com-
miffioners, Cartwright and Maverick, were order-
ed to repair ta New England, there to decide all
controverted points amongft the colonifts.  Arriv-
ing there, they prefented to the governor and eoun-
cil of New Plymouth a letter from his majefty,
in which he promifes to preferve all their liberties
and privileges, both ecclefiaftical and civil, without
the leaft violation. ¢ This,” {continued his majefty)

“ we
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‘¢ we'prefume will difpofe you to manifeft by all
<¢ the ways in your power, your loyalty, and affection
“’to s, thar all the world may know that you
¢¢ look upon yourfelves as being as much our fub-
¢ jetts, and Hving under the fame obedience to us,
“ as if you continued in your natural country.”
Though thofe expreffions from a king of England
to one of his colonies were juftifiable, yet the pre-
fence of the commiffioners was not very acceptable
at New Plymouth.

Soon after this, upon fome extraordinary, though
atural appearances in the air, the magiftrates, who
feem to have been as much fuperftition-firuck as
the loweft of their people, wrote circular letters to
the minifters and elders of every town to promote
the reformation of manners, as if fome very dread-
ful event had been at hand. The only thing of
that kind, however, that happened was a renewal
of their own perfecutions of the baptifts and the
quakers, whom they now ruined by banifhments,
fines, and imprifonments. This produced an in-
terpofition from the heads of the prefbyterian clergy
in England, for 2 mitigation of the fufferings of the
baptifts, addrefled to John Leverett, Efi. governor
of the Maflachufets. At the fame time, the chief
of the London quakers obtained a like letter, fign-
ed by eleven of the moft eminent diffenting Jivines,
in favour of their brethren; but all was to little or
no purpofe. While the government of New Eng-
land was thus, out of zeal for chriftianity, exercif-

N2 ing
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ing a moft unchrittian {pirit, Philip, king of the
Wampanoags, the fame we have already mention~
ed, mindful of his brother’s difgrace, was medi-
tating a moft fevere revenge againft the Englifh,
and conducted himfelf with as much policy and
courage, as his nameflake of Macedon could have
done, had he been in the like circumftances. In the
year 1673, there was no difpute in America bes
tween the courts of France and England; but it
appears, at the fame time, that this was owing to
the tamenefs of the court of England, which was
perfuaded by the French to order its fubjets to
leave the fine fettlements they had upon the banks
-of the river Kennebek, which they accordingly did,
and retired to New England, which now far ex-
ceeded the French boafted colony at Quebec, in
populoufnefs, {trength, riches, commerce, and every
circumftance that could render the lives of the co«
lonifts fecure and agreeable. The French, there-
fore, confidered Bofton as the Carthage that was,
at any rate, to be demolithed, and early entered
into fecret connexions with king Philip. He faw
they were not then in a condition to affift him3
and, though he was a complete mafter of diffimu-
Jation, the Englifh at New Plymouth began to
fufpect his intentions, and ordered him to repair to
Taunton. Philip obeyed, confirmed his former
treaty with that government, and confented to pay
a hundred pounds for damages done by himfelf
and his fubjeéts ; and, to thew that he was a vaffal

to
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to the colony of New Plymouth, he agreed to fend
them every year, by way of tenure, five wolves
heads. ‘

If the colony demanded this, it was unjuft, as
they could havé no fuch claim of fuperiority over
a native and independent prince. If the fubmiffion
was voluntary, yet it was impolitic in them to accept
of it, as they: muft know that it was diffembled.
Upon the whole, it appears but too plainly, that
thofe colonifts, now thinking themfelves invincible,
proceeded againft Philip and his allies too haughti-
1y, and unguardedly, and with too great a contempt
of their power. Philip had a fecretary, one Sanfa-
man, but whether he was his natural-born fubjet
does not appear, though he probably was. He was
the fon of a converted Indian; but growing up, he
returned to the religion of his forefathers, from
which he apoftatized, and again turning chriftian
and a preacher, he was fent upon the Wampanoag
miffion. Having in his heathenith ftate been fecre-
tary to Philip, fuch an apoftle could not be a very
agreeable gueft in his dominions; and, as he was
travelling the country, he was murdered by fome
of Philip’s counfellors, at which we ought to be
the lefs furprifed, as we are told that, during his
miffion, he held a correfpondence with the Englifh.
The governor of New Plymouth, fufpecting the
truth, ordered the body to be taken out of its
grave, and, the coroners inqueft fitting upon it, they
brought in their verdi&t ¢ wilfyl murder,” upon

’ which
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which one Tobias, ong of Philip’s counfellors, and
his fon, were upon the evidence of an Indian, and-
the ridiculous one of the body’s bleeding at the
touch of Tobias, tried by a jury, half Englith, half
Indians, convi¢ted, and executed. 7

About this time, fome pirates ran away with a
thip, after putting the mafter and fome of his men
on board the long boat; and both parties happened
to mect at the very fame time in the port of Bof-
ton; upon which the pirates were feized, tried, and
the ringleaders executed.

King Philip’s patience was, by this time, worn
out, nor can we be furprized at it, confidering the in-
dignities he had fuffered.—His firft hoftilities broke
out near Mount Hope, where he plundered an Eng-
lith plantation; but, inftead of giving fatisfaction as
ufual, to the governor of New Plymouth, who de-
manded it, his Indians murdered three Englithmen
in the fields by day, and fix others in the town of
Swanfey by night. This was in the year 16753
and the governor of New Plymouth immediately
demanded from the confederate colonies their ftipu-
lated affiftances. The Plymouth forces lay at Swan-
fey, under captain Cudworth, and the Maffachufets
colony detached captain Prentice, with a troop of
horfe, captain Henchman, with a company of foor;
and captain Mofely, with another of volunteers, to
join uinm.—The Indians feldom or never could be
brought to ftand a pitched battle with the Euros
peans; and this juntion being formed, they fled

nto
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into the woods, upon which the Englith took pof-
feffion of Mount Hope, and ravaged their country.
They then compelled the Naragantfets to renounce
their alliance with king Philip, and to enter into
articles to affift the Englith againft him, and all
their other enemies; and, by way of encourage-
ment, they were promifed two coats for every liv-
ing, and one for every dead Wampanoag, and
gwenty good coats for Philip’s head.

How far this reward for the life of a fovereign
prince was agreeable to juftice or the law of na-
tions may be juftly doubted, efpecially as it did not
then judicially appear that he authorifed the bar-
barities that had been committed by his fubjets.
In the mean while, captain Cudworth marched to
prevent the Pocaffets, another Indian tribe, from
joining with Philip; but he found that they had
already taken arms, and he was too weak to reduce
them. — Philip knew perfectly well how to avail
himfelf of the Indian manner of fighting, which
was by ambufcades and furprifes. The Englifh
officers, on the other hand, finding their eneries
fled, fcoured the country, with little or no precau-
tion, and were often over-reached by the ftrata-
gems of the barbarians. The head quarters of the
Englith were then at Taunton, from whence they
broke up, upon advice that Philip was in a fivamp,
lying on a fpot called Pocaflet-Neck, betwezn
Rhode-Ifland and Monument-Bay, about eighteen
miles diftant from Taunton. Thither they march-

ed;
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ed; but, after lofing fome men, they found them-
felves obliged to turn their attack into a blockade,
which they formed with two hundred men, in hopes
of ftarving out Philip, or obliging him to furren-
der.

This fervice was performed by the Englith with
neither conrage nor conduét ; for Philip, in the
mean time, crofled the river on a raft, and made
his efcape into the country of the Nipmucks ; one
hundred of his men, however, were made prifo-
ners.—The Nipmucks were Indians, lying between
Connecticut and New York, and had already made
fuch devaftations in Suffolk county, as had obliged
the Englifh to draw off great part of their troops
from their expedition againft Philip to fupprefs
them.—At firft, the Englith endeavoured to detach
them, by a treaty, from Philip’s intereft ; but they
no fooner heard of that prince’s arrival in their
country, tham they fired upon captain Hutchinfon,
one of the two officers fent to negotiate with them,
killed fome of his men, and obliging the reft to fly.
Philip, who was by this time very firong, purfued
them, and drove them, to the number of about
feventy, into a houfe, where they muft probably
have been taken or burned, had they not been re-
lieved by major Willard, another Englith officer,
who, at the head of no more than fifty men, fur-
prifed the Indians in the night-time, killed eighty
of them, and obliged Philip, in his turn, to retreat,
which he did towards the Nipmuck country.

By
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By this time, the Conneticut forces had taken
the field under major Treat, who was direted to
obferve Philip’s motions. , A proof of that prince’s
great abilities, we will not fay virtues, arifes
from his infpiring all the favages in thofe parts
with a paffion for recovering their native indepen-
dancy and country. 'When the Englith demanded
hoftages from the favages on the borders of the
Nipmuck, country, inftead of obeying, they were
fo attached to Philip, that they cut in pieces their
own king for liftening to the propofition, and
marched to join Philip. They were purfued by
the captains Lathrop and Beers, who killed twenty-
fix of them, with the lofs of ten of their own men.
The reft joined Philip. All the out-fettlements of
the colonifts of New England were now ravaged
by the natives, whom Philip had every where
roufed into arms ; but the Conneicut colony f{uf-
fered the moft. The inhabitants of Deerfield, an
inland town, after feeing their plantations deftroyed
and burned, thutthemfelves up in a flight fortifica-
tion, where they defended themfelves. Captain
Beers was fent at the head of thirty-fix men; but
be was met by the favages, who put to the fword
himfelf and ten of his foldiers, and obliged the reft
to fly to Hadley. Major Treat, at the head of a
larger detachment, had better fortune, for he
brought off the befieged ; but they were in danger
of ftarving, having left their corn behind them.

Vor. L Q Coptaia
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Captain Lathrop, on the fifteenth of September,
went, at the head of a large detachment, confifting
almoft of the whole force of Effex county, with
carts to fetchit off ; but he was furrounded by the
Indians, and, endeavouring to fight them in their
own manner, he himfelf and feventy of his men
were fhot dead, through the fuperior dexterity of
the Indians in managing their fire-arms.  This was
the greateft lofs of men the New England colonies
had ever fuftained at one time ; nor was it repaired
by captain Mofeley, who, though he came too late
to fave his countrymen, killed above one hundred
of the Indians, lofing but two of his own men.
Lathrop’s defeat encouraged the favages upon Con-
necticut River to declare for Philip ; and the hofta-
ges they had given for the prefervation of the
peace, had the addrefs to make their efcape.
Springfield, a town lying on that river, was the
firft objet of their fury. ‘There they burned down
thirty-two houfes, and would have maffacred all
the inhabitants, had they not been put upon their
guard by Toto, a faithful Indian, 2nd retired into
the ftrongeft places of the town, which they de-
fended till they were relieved by a detachment un-
der captain Appleton. It is probable, however,
that all Hampthire muft have been deftroyed, had
not the government ordered the Connecticut forces
to cover its frontiers, efpecially in the towns of
Hadley, Northampton, and Hatfield ; all of them
lying upon, or ncar Connecticut River. 'This was

done
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done with fo much fecrefy, that an army of eight
hundred Indians fell upon Hatfield; but being re-
pulfed with great lofs, they retreated to the coun-
try of the Naragantfets, whom the commiffioners
for the aflfociated colonies voted to be enemies to
the Englith, for fheltering them.

Though it was now far in the winter, the ne-
ceffity of chaftifing the Naragantfets was fo great
that Mr. Winflow, the governor of New Ply-
mouth, put himfelf atthe head of a hundred men,
and, having for his guide one Peter, a Naragantfet
renegade, about the beginning of September,
he carried fire and fword into their country,
burned a hundred and fifty of their wigwams, and
killed or took prifoners about a dozen of their in-
habitants. But the operations of this winter cam-
paign foon affumed a new face. The enemy flill
continued their ravages and murders, particularly
about Petequamfet ; and Winflow underftood from
Peter, that the whole flower of the enemy’s force
was thut up in a fort, the moft regular that had
ever been raifed by the Indians, built upon a kind
of an ifland, acceffible only by one way. Winflow,
being joined by a hundred and fifty Mohegins,
bravely refolved to lofe no time, but inftantly to
attack this fort. The officers under him were the
captains Mofely and Davenport, who led the van ;
Gardner and Johnfon, who were in the centre ;
and major 'Appleton and captain Oliver, who
brought up the rear of the Maffachufet forces : by

O2 which
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which it is probable that Winflow had been
confiderably re-inforced by the Englith. He
himfelf, as general, with his New Plymouth men,
commanded in the centre, and major Treat, with
the captains Gallop, Mafon, Senly, and Willis,
ferved with the Connefticut forces in the rear.
All of them were under the diretion of Peter,
who conduéted them through the fwamp to a
breach, but of what kind we are not informed,
which was attacked and defended with equal obfti-
nacy and icfolution.

The fire of the favages was fteady ; and no fewer
than fix brave Englifh captains, Davenport, Gard-
ner, Johnfon, Gallop, Senly, and Marthall, were
killed in the attack. The Englith foldiers, exafpe-
rated that fo many of their gallant officers fhould
fall by the hands of the barbarians, whom they
were ufed to defpife, at laft carried their point. The
enemy was beaten from poft to poft into a cedar
fwamp at fome diftance. Their fort was burned
down ; the fortifications were levelled ; feven hun-
dred of the favages, with arms in their hands, were
put to the fivord, amongft whom were twenty of
their chief captains; three hundred, befides, died
of their wounds, and a great number of defence-
lefs men, women, and children, who had taken
refuge in the fort, believing it to be impregnable,
perifhed, either by the fword or in the flames.
The lofs of the Englifh, befides the fix captains,

was




IN AMERICA, 101

was eighty-five men killed, and a hundred and
fifty men wounded.

* Count de Frontenac, 2 haughty and fufpicious
man, being then governor of New France, and
having a mortal antipathy to the Englith Ame-
ricans, he openly and fecretly fupported the
infurre€tion of ‘the’ favages againft the colonifts.
If we are to believe our New England hiftorians,
he, this-winter; fent [ d detachment from Canada,
who déted in concert with the barbarians, and
threatened the very extin¢tion of the Maflachufet
colony.

They burned down the town of Mendham, and
carried off all the live ftock of the inhabitants ;
whofe farms were generally as well ftocked as
thofe in England. They plundered or burned the
town of Lancafter, and carried forty-two perfons
into captivity. Marlborough, Sudbury, Chelms-
ford, and Medfield, where they killed twenty
Englith, underwent the fame fate; and they fpread
their ravages within a few miles of the gates of
Bofton. —The fuccefles of the barbarians feem to
be owing to two caufes. The firft was, that the
Englith colonifts were {o intent upon proteting
their properties, that they fplit their firength into
too many fubdivifions ; while the French had
taught the barbarians to march in a body, to move
quickly from place to place, and to mind no other
obje&t, but the fpreading around them as much

defolation
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defolation as pofiible. The fecond caufe is affigned -
by Mr. Neal, who informs us, that the cold of
this winter was fo extremely intenfe, that the
Englith durft hardly look out of their quarters,
Notwithftan rg thofe .two reafons, fomething ftill
feems to have beca wanting on the part of the
Englith, who, while purfuing their enemies, left
their own country expofed, and, before the cam-
paign opened, had not taken proper precautions to
defend themfelves. — In the fpring of 1677, a
party of feventy Englith and one hundred Indians,
under captain Dennifon, flew feventy-fix of the
hoftile Indians, and a party of the Connefticuts
killed or made prifoners about forty-four. Canen-
chet, fon of Miantonimo, the chief fachem of the:
Naraganfets, was amongft the prifoners. He was:
accufed by the Englith of having concluded a
peace with them at Bofton, fix months before, and
of having broken it as foon as he returned home.
We are to obferve, however, that his father, who
was no friend to the Englith, was alive and pof-
fefled of the government. Be this as it will,
the Indians delivered him into the hands of the
Mohocks, and they cut off his head, out of hatred
to his father. — Philip had commanded in the fa~
mous defence of the fort, and was one of thofe
who had efcaped to the fwamp, from whence he
went to tae Maquas, one of the Mohock nations,
to excite them to a war with the Englith.  Finding:
that they were beckward in anfwering his folici-
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tations, he fell upon an expedient to induce them,
which -could be fuggefted only by a more than
barbarous {fpirit of revenge; for, going into the
woods, he murdered fome of the Maquas with his
own hands, and, returning in the utmoft hurry,
he informed the prince of that people, that the
Englith had invaded his lands, and were then
butchering his fubjets. Unfortunately for Philip,
one of the favages happened only to be feverely
wounded, and crawling home, he informed the
fachem and his people of the truth, which turned
againft Philip all the rage they had conceived a-
gainft the Englith ; for their whole nation imme-
diately declared for the colonifts. Their alliance
was, by giving a diverfion to Philip, of infinite fer-
vice to the Englifh ; for his Indians could now no
longer march in large bodies; and though the in-
habitants of Plymouth, Taunton, Chelmsford, Con-
cord, Havenhill, Bradford, and Wooburn, were
fometimes alarmed, they did not fuffer much, from
the fmall numbers of the favages who attacked
them. Several, however, were killed, and fome
carried offy but two Englifh boys, who made their
efcape, defcribed a place towardsthe falls of Connecti-
cut River, where a body of Indianswere furprifed by
captain Turner, with one hundred and eighty men,
who put a hundred of them to the fivord, and
drowned as many. He afterwards was killed in
an ambuth of the Indians, who had been driven
from Bridgewater,

In



104 BRITISH EMPIRE

In fhort, the fortune of the war was now in-
tirely inclined towards the Englifh, who had pro-
fited by their misfortunes, and, in a fhort time,
cut off about fix hundred of the favages. Famine
co-operated with the arms of the colonifts ; for thofe
thoughtlefs barbarians had been fo intent upon re-
venge, that they had neglected their harveft; and
two hundred of them threw themfelves upon the
mercy of the Englith at New Plymouth; — all
of thefe were pardoned but three, who, being
convicted of atrocious crimes, were hanged.
Philip: fiill kept the field ; but, being at the head
of no more than two hundred favages, he could do
nothing effeCtually, and returned to his old retreat
at Mount Hope, where his chief employment was
to plan ambufhes againft the colonies.  Major
Bradford, with a party of Englifh, happily efcaped
one of them ; and, marching into the land of
the Taconets, obliged the queen of that country,
with her whole army, which confifted of ninety
men, to receive the Englith yoke,

About the end of July, a fachem or fegamore
of the Nipmuck Indians, with one hundred and
eighty of his men, fubmitted to the Englith, and
delivered up Matoonas, the firft favage, who, in
that war, had appeared in arms againft the Englifh.
We fhall, once for all, obferve, that the colonifts
feem to have acted, all this time, upon princi-
ples that felf-prefervation alone could juftifv. If
thofe Indians were the fuljeéts of England, it

was
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was neceflary for the colonifts to have had legal
powers from England for proceeding capxtally a-
gainft their fe]low-fub_]e&s If they were indepen-
dant, it will perhaps be difficult to affign a reafon
why they fhould be put death, bccaufg, in the
laft cafe, they could only be prifoners of war.
The colonifts feem to have been iumewhat ap-
prifed of their own doubtful fitvatien; for, in-
flead of putting Matoonas to death themitlves,
they ordered the Nipmuck fegamore to thoot him,
which he accordingly performed ; but the fon was
pardoned. A great many other fkirmithes, (all
of them, in general to the advantage of the Lig-
lith) happened about this time ; but, they were of
very little confequence.

As to Philip, all his arts could not keep up the
fpirits of his party when they met with ill fuccefs.
One of his allies, the queen of Pocanc, as the is
called, deferves particular mention. Being furprif-
ed by the Englith, fhe animated her ion to hold
out to the laft ; but they meanly deferted her, and,
in endeavouring to efcape upon a raft, the was
drowned. Her body being tound, the Englifh,
not knowmg whofe it was, cut off her head, and fet
it, with others, upon a pole at Taunton, where it
was foon recognifed by the Indians, and her obfe-
quies were celebrated with howlings which tefti-
fied the high efteem fhe washeld in by her country-
men, Philip, notwithftanding all his misfortunes,

Vor. L P con-
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continued the undaunted and irreconcileable enemy
of Englithmen, and went fo far as even to cut fo
pieces with his own hands an Indian, who had
dared to mention propofals for a peace. One of
his friends and counfellors, who probably was of a
pacific difpofition likewife,, taking warning by the
fate of his fellow-fubjeéts, fled to Rhode-lland ;
— there he difcovered to the Englith where Philip
was, and the means by which he might be fur-
prifed.  Captain Church, upon this, went with a
{mall party, and found him, with a few attendants,
in a fwamp, which, by the defcription, is a place
furrounded by fordable ftagnated. waters. Philip
endeavoured to efcape, but was fingled out by an
kEnglifhman and an Indian. The Englithman’s
piece mifled fire, but that of the Indian laid him
dead. His body, being taken up, was quartered,
and his head was carried in triumph to New Ply-
mouth, where his fkull is to be feen at this
day.

Thus ended what is very properly called the
Philippic war; and it is obferved, even by the
New England hiftorians, that the Indians to the eaft-
ward were an independant people, their country
lying without the line of the charter of the Maffa-
chufets. They continued the war, even after Phi-
lip’s death, with fome advantages, till the govern-
ment of Bofton interpofed, and fent a2 body of
men, who made four hundred Indians prifoners,
two hundred of whom were fold for flaves, and

the
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the reft, excepting a few who had been made ex-
amples of for having been guilty of murders,
were fent home, on promife of behaving better for
the future. In the relation of this war, we have
purpofely omitted many little kirmifhes, that have
been defcribed with great minutenefs by the New
England hiftorians ; but they confift only of fur-
furprifes of very fmall bodies. After the
death of king Philip, major Walderen was fent to
make up matters with the fachem of Penobfcot,
in which he fucceeded but indifferently ; and, after
all, when a kind of general peace was conclu-
ded, the Englith were obliged to allow the In-
dians of the eaftern parts a certain quantity of
corn fearly, and to pay a fmall quit-rent for their
lands which they poflefled, or rather had ufurped
from them.

Though the war was extinguifhed in one part
of' New England, yet it flill continued in another,
where the natives refented the grofs affronts and
impofitions of the fettlers ; efpecially upon the
borders of Hampthire. The favages had now heard
that the Englifh were not invincible : while
the war was raging in the weft, they fell upon
the plantations in the eaft, where they murdered
all the Englifh they met; and the latter made fe-
vere reprifals. The government of Bofton, though
fufficiently employed in the war with king Philip,
fent a body of men, under captain Hawthorn, to
the relief of their eaftern neighbours ; and they fur-

P2 prifed
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prifed four hundred Indians as they were plunder-
ing major Walderen’s houfe, and made them all
prifoners. Half of thefe were fold for flaves,
the other half, excepting a few, who were exe-
cuted for atrocious crimes, were difmiffed on pro-
mife of a more pacific behaviour.

This, in fa&, finithed a war which gave oc-
cafion for many ferious reflections to the Englith,
Thev found the vaft inconvenience of their having
no firong places to defend them againft the
1 ing attacks of the Indlanc- and therefore they fet
f,hemfclvcs to build fome at Scarborough, Falmouth,
Falmouth, York, Dovcr, and other parts. The
war had occafioned a regicet of agriculture, and an
uncommon protligacy of manners among the people;
and therefore, in the year167¢, a true prefbyterian fy-
nod, in which Liv-members were admitted to vote,

vas held at Bofton, for the reformation of manners.
About this rime, the province of New England in

“ncml met with tliree fevere blows, in the deaths
£ Mr.o Winthiop, the governor of Connecticut and
I\m whaven ; M n. Le\ eret, the governor of the
Maflachufets ; and NMr. Winflow, the governor of
New Plymewdi colony 5 all of them gentlemen of
great experience and honefl intentions.  The firft
vas fuecesded by William Iee, Efqg; the fecond
by Simon Bradftreet, Efq: and the third by Robert
Treat, Efq; but Charles II. towards the end of
Itis reign, getting the better of his parliament, the
province of New England underwent a fevere:

PCI‘-
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perfecution. A guo warranto was brought againft
the New Plymouth colony, and judgement was en-
tered in chancery. The Maflachufets colony in the
years 1683 and 1684, had pretty much the fame
fate; but when the quo warrante was fent againft
Conne¢ticut and Newhaven, their geovernments
were given to underftand, by a letter from the
king, that if they quictly refigned their charter,
they might have it in their option to be afiociated
either under New York, or Bofton. Finding their
fate inevitable, they wifely chofe the latter. Rhode-
Ifland, whofe charter is faid to have been very vo-
Iuable, gave it up without a ftruggle ; and New
Hampthire and Maine refigned into the hands of
the crown the affociation under which they were
conflituted ; fince which time their governor and
council have been named by the king, but their go-
vernor has generally been the fame with that of
the Maffachufets.

Henry Cranfield, Efq; was the firft governor
under this regulation; and, upon his arrival in
New England, he turned out Mr. Braditreet, Mr.
Lett, and Mr. Treat. Cranfield was turned our of
his government upon the death of Charles I1. and
fucceeded by Thomas Dudley, Efq; a New ling-
land man. This governor endeavoured to fupport
himfelf in the favour of the court, b fuvouring the
church of England againft the prefbyterians, which
fo provoked the New England men, thar, by a verr

in-
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uncommon ftrain of liberty, they depofed and fent
him prifoner to Old England. Sir Edmund Andros,
who is faid to have been a poor knight of Guern-
fey, came over to be governor of New England
juft at the time the people had refumed their char-
ter-government. It was likewife about the fame
time, that captain William Phipps, a New Eng-
land man, made his fortune in a very extraor-
dinary manner. Underftanding that, about the year
1640, a large Spanith galleon had been loft near
Port de 1a Plata, he obtained of Charles II. a finall
frigate of eighteen guns, and ninety-five men, with
which he failed to Hifpaniola, and continued div-
ing for her, but without any fuccefs, and was oblig-
ed to give up the enterprize : notwithftanding
which the duke of Albermarle, fon to the reftorer
duke, being in defperate circumftances, adopted
the defperate undertaking of Phipps, who pro-
profed to divide the contingent prize-money into a
number of fhares, each proportioned to the fhare
of expence advanced by the adventurer. A fhip
of about two hundred tons was bought, with
which Phipps fet fail to the old fpot of explora-
tion ; but after various and tedious attempts by a
canoe and a tender, on board of which were divers
of all kirns, he was about to have given over
the attempt again, when the wreck was difco-
vered; and fo induftrioufly did they work, that,
in a few days, no lefs than thirty-two tons of fil-
ver was brought up, with an immenfe treafure in

gold,
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gold, pearls, diamonds, and othet commodities. It
is faid, that the whole, when brought by Phipps
to England, amounted to three hundred thoufand
pounds, of which ninety thoufand came to the
thare of the duke of Albermarle; and twenty
thoufand to that of Phipps, who was knighted by
king James IL.— A long calm in the affairs of
New England fucceeded, and continued to the
time of the revolution, when the Indians began to
complain of the little attention that was paid to
the treaty by which they were to have an allow-
ance of corn. They complained, at the fame time,
of their being interrupted in their fithery upon
Saco river ; that their fields were trefpaffed upon
by the Englith cattle; and that the government of
Bofton had given away their lands. The truth is,
that the planters of New England, about this
time, were a little too free with the natives, and
alfo with the French. They took upon them-
felves to affix new boundaries to their jurifdiction,
by which they feized a great deal of French pro-
perty, particularly fome belonging to one St. Caf-
teen. The French ambaffador had procured an
order from the Englith court, for refloring Caf-
teen’s goods, and, particularly, a parcel of wine,
which the colonifts had arbitrarily feized; but no
regard feems to have been paid toit. It is proba-
ble that the people of New England, by this
time, began to fufpec that king James’s go-
vernment would be but very thort-lived; and

they
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they had conceived at once a contempt and an a-
verfion for their guvernor Andros. Cafteen was
himfelf an almofi naturalized Indian, having mar-
ried the daughter of one of their fachems or fega-
mores ; and, thererors, i the bad humour the na-
tives were, he had no great ditficulty in perfuading
them to enter upon hottilities.  They accordingly
killed fome Englifh cattle, which they pretended
to be trefpaflers upon their grounds ; and one
Rlackman, a bufy juftice of the peace, took
up about twenty of the offenders, and fent them
under a ftrong guard to Falmouth.  This produced
reprifals on the part of the Indians, who feized
fome Englith, particularly the captains Rowden
and Genaal; the former of whom died in their
hands.

It would have been eafy for the Inglith, by
mal.az proper conceifions, to have brought the
Indians to reafon; but the latter were diffuaded by
the French, and killed feveral of the inhabitants of
New Yarmouth, which obliged the others to take
thelier in their fortifications.  Andros was then at
New York; but, upon his rerurn to Bofton, he
difapproved of Blackman’s conduét, and ordered
all the Indian prifoners in the hands of the Englith
10 be releafed, without infifting upon any equiva-
lent.

The favages confidered this pufillanimous con-
dudt, as proceeding from weaknefs, and captain
Gendall, whom they had rcleafed, being fent with

 apaty
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a party to New Yarmouth, was attacked by them;
but moft of his men, whom they had taken pri-
foners, were afterwards recovered. In the mean
time, the Indians murdered two Englifh families
near Kennebek, and all the frontiers were filled
with blood and devaftations. Andros put himfelf
at the head of one thoufand men, and marched
towards them in the very depth of winter, but
without any fuccefs; and, in confequence, is accufed
by the New England hiftorians, not only of neg-
leting the colony, but of perfecuting thofe who
ftood up for its defence, and even of correfpond-
ing with the French in Canada, and of fetting the
Indians, who had been guilty of murder, at li-
berty. They fay, that the government of New
England, at this time, was in a moft deplorable con-
dition :—That the governor, with four or five ftran-
gers of his council, men of defperate fortunes, and
bad, if any, principles, made what laws, and levied
what taxes they pleafed on the people:~—That thefe,
without an aflembly, raifed a penny in the pound
on all eftates in the country, and two-pence on all
imported goods, befides twenty-pence per head,
poll-money, and a large excife on wine, rum,
and other liquors : — That feveral perfons having,
in an humble addrefs, reprefented this proceeding
as a grievance, were committed to the county-jail
for a high mifdemecanor, denied the benefit of the
Habeas Corpus act, tried out of their own
county; fined exorbitantly, and obliged to pay

Vor. L. Q_ one
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one hundred and fixty pounds for fees, when the
profecution would hardly have coft them fo many
thillings in Great Britain ;—and that, to complete the
oppreflion, when, on their trial, they claimed the
privileges of Englithmen, they were {coffingly
told, “ Thefe things would not follow them to the
ends of the earth.,” — Such were the complaints
exhibited againft this gentleman, for whom the
New Englanders feemed to have entertained a
moft inveterate hatred. — Sir William Phipps was
then in England, and being a kind of favourite
with king James, he took the liberty to remon-
ftrate againft the behaviour of Andros and his
counfellors, and to folicit the king to reftore his
countrymen to their charter-government, but in
vain. King James, however, created a new kind
of poft for Sir William; for he made him, by
patent, theriff of New England, which gave much
umbrage to the governor and his friends.

At laft, Mr. Increafe Mather, re€tor of the col-
lege at Cambridge, with two other gentlemen, were
fent over to England, to complain of Sir Edmond
Andros to the king and council. The revolution
was then in agitation ; and news arriving at New
England of the prince of Orange’s landing, Andros
not only imprifoned the bearer, but publithed a pro-
clamation for preventing any one commiffioned by
the prince from landing in the province. Thofe
violences introduced a fancy that Andros and his
tavouyites intended to maffacre the inhabitants ; and

)
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it was artfully kept up, to give the people an op-
portunity of confederating together. On the 18th
of April, 1689, proper difpofitions being previouf-
ly made, a report was fpread at the north end of
the town that the fouth end was in arms, and the
like was fpread of the north, in the fouth end, This
report effe¢ted the thing; the governor’s people,
wherever they were found, were fecured and thrown
into jail. The principal inhabitants took poffeffion
of the council-houfe, and the governor fhutting
himfelf up in the caftle, to draw him from thence,
they fent him the following letter.

¢ Sir,

¢ Qurfelves and many others, the inhabitants of
“ this town, and the places adjacent, being fur-
s prifed with the people’s fudden taking of arms,
“ of the firft motion whereof we were wholly ig-
¢ porant; being driven by the prefent accident, are
¢« neceffitated to acquaint your excellency, that, for
“ the quieting and fecuring the people inhabit-
¢ ing in this country from the imminent danger
 they many ways lie open and expofed to, and
“ tendering your own fafety; we judge it necef-
“ fary, that you forthwith furrender and deliver
$¢ up the government and fortifications, to be pre-
% ferved and difpofed of, according to order and
¢ dire€tion from the crown of England, which
¢ fuddenly are expected to arrive; promifing all
% fecurity from violence to yourfelf, or any of
¢ your gentlemen, or foldiers, in perfons. or ef-

Q.2 s ate:
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¢ tate: otherwife we are affured they will en-
¢ deavour the taking the fortification by ftorm,
¢ if any oppofition be made.

¢¢ White Winthrop, Simon Bradftreet, William
Stoughton, Samuel Shrimpton, Bartho-
« lomew Gidney, William Browne, Tho-
“ mas Danfurth, John Richards, Elifha
« Cook, Ifaac Addington, John Nelfon,
“ Adam Winthrop, Peter Sergeant, John
< Fofter, David Waterhoufe.”

This letter was a fufficient intimation that the
writers of it, were refolved to carry their point.
Andros at firft ftood upon his defence, and fent for
arms to a king’s frigate then lying in the port.
But they were intercepted by a party of the
townfmca under John Nelfon, Efq. who demand-
ed the furrender of the fort; and the governor,
finding he had no farther means of refiftance, gave
it up. Thee men then repaired to the council-
chamber, from whence they read a long and la-
boured decharation of their grievances to the peo-
ple, about three thoufand of whom were in
arms.  They fummtoned a general aficmbly, con-
fiting of the reprefentatives of the unitcd colonies;
and, on the 24th of May, by their own authority,
they refumed their charter-government®, which pro-

* In the year 168 3, Clarles 11, having, by 2 meflage to the ge-
neral aflfembly of MotTachuelet Bay, defired, that, in confideration
* of feveral complaints citured againgt them, théy would furrender

ceedmg
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ceeding of theirs was approved of by king Wil-
liam and queen Mary, who confirmed the reftored
magiftrates in their power.—This was no Wohder,
confidering on what principles their majefties af-
cended the throne.—Sir William Phipps was in
England at the time of the revolution; and king

their charter to the king's pleafure 3 this, by a vote of general
affembly was refufed. Thereupon, In confequence of 2 ¢%o awer-
ranto, and fcire facias, 1684, in chancery, in Trinity-term, judge-
ment was entered againft their charter, and it was vacated ; the
colony’s agents or attornies not appeating. Robert Humphrey,
Efq. agent for Maffachufet Bay colony, in his letter to the go-
vernor and council, dated Inner-Temple, May s, 168 _é, and
read in the general affembly, July 8th following, writes, “ The
t¢ breaches affigned againft you, are as obvious as unanfwerable;
¢ fo that all the fervice your council and friends could have
#¢ done you here, would have only ferved to deplore, not to pre-
é¢ vent, that inevitable lofs. I fent you the lord-keeper’s order
4 of June 15, 1684, requiring your appearing on the firft day of
¢« Michaelmas-term, elfe judgement entered againft your charter
¢ was to ftand. When this firft day came, your letters of at-
% torney neither were, nor indeed could be, returned; accord-
# ingly, I applicd to the chancery for farther time :—where
<. judgment pafles by refault, there may be a rehearing.—Inftead
of fending letters of attorney, the coleny fent only an addrefs
 tothe king, without the colony-fézl, or any fubfeription per or-
& der; therefore it was not frefented. I herewith fend you a

-

[

-

co;iy “of the judgement againft your charter. Colomel Kirk

was fixed upon, by Charles II, to be your governor; and
« James II, is faid to have rencwed his patent for your govern-
& ment.” — This-affair, however, was negletted, and the New

" England colonies continued for fome time in the cnjoymentrof
their ‘charter privileges.

-

James
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James offered him the government of New Eng-
land : but he is faid to have declined it.  The re-
volution, at this time, taking place, an open war
enfued between the French and Englith in America,,
as well as in Europe. The French, who had been
at great pains to win over the natives, now endea-
voured to perfuade them that the Englifh, being
rebels, were abandoned by God and man; and
promifed to fupport them with all the power of the
Quebec colony.

A new charter was granted to the colonifts, bear-
ing date the feventh of O¢tober 1691, which, after
reciting the former grant, was thus continued:
¢ Whereas the faid governor and company of Maf-
% fachufet Bay in New England, by virtue of the
¢ faid letters patent, are become very populous and
¢ well fettled; and whereas the faid charter was
¢ vacated by a judgement in Chancery, in Trinity-
 term, in the year 1654 ; the agents of that colo-
“ ny have petitioned to be re-incorporated by a
¢ new charter; and alfo to the end that our co-
“ lony of New Plymouth, in New England, may
“ be brought under fuch a form of government,
“ as may put them in a better condition of de-
« fence: We do, by thefe prefents, incorporate into
one real province, by the name of the province
“ of Maffachufet Bay in New England; viz. the
“ former colony of Maflachufet Bay, the colony
“ of New Plymouth, the province of Main, the
% territory of Acadia, or Nova Scotia, and the track

¢ lying
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lying between Nova Scotia and the province of
Main, the north haif of the ifles of fhoals, the
ifles of Capawock, and Nantucket, near Cape
Cod, and all iflands within ten leagues directly
oppofite to the main-land within the faid bounds.
To our fubje€ls, inhabitants of the faid lands and
their fucceffors, quit-rents, a fifth part of all
gold, and filver, and precious ftones, that may be
found there: Confirming all lands, hereditaments,
&c. formerly granted by any general court to
perfons, bodies corporate, towns, villages, col-
leges, or {chools; faving the claims of Samuel
Allen, under John Mafon, and any other claim.
Former grants and conveyances not to be pre-

“ judiced for want of form. The governor, lieu-
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tenant governor, and fecretary, to be in the king’s
nomination ; twenty-eight counfellors, whereof
feven at leaft fhall make a board. A general court
or affembly, to be convened the laft Wednefday i
May yearly ; confifting of the governor, council,
and reprefentatives of the towns or places, not
exceeding two for one place; qualification for
an eleGor forty fhillings freehold, or fifty pounds
fterling perfonal eftate. The general aflembly to
ele¢t twenty-eight counfellors, eighteen of them
from the old colony of Maflachufet Bay, four
from Plymouth late colony, three from the pro-
vince of Main, one for the territory of Sagada~
hock, and two at large. The governor, with
confent of the council, to appoint the officers in

’ (13 the



120 BRITISH EMPIRE

[14

<<

€

[{4

[

[{3

(13

€

[13

[{3

(13

L 11

113

(14

(1%

(Y4

L {3

“w

[

&

~

~

£44

(13

34

o

144

e

13

.

the courts of juftice. All born in the provinee,
or in the paffage to and from it, to be deemed
natural born fubjeéts of England. Liberty of
confcience to all chriftians, except papifts. The
general affembly to conftitute Jjudicatories for all
caufes, criminal or civil, capital or not capital.
Probate of wills, and granting of adminiftrations,
to be in the governor and council. In perfonal
ations, exceeding the value of three hundred
pounds fterling, an appceal lies to the king in coun-
cit, if the appeal be made in fourteen days after
judgement; but execution not to be ftaid. The
gencral affembly to make laws, if not repugnant
to the 1aws of England; to appoint all civil of-
ficers, excepting the officers of the courts of juf-
tice; ta impofe taxes to be difpofed by the go-
vernor and council.  The converfion of the In.
dians to be cndeavoured. The governor to have
a negative in all acts and elettions. All aéts
o1 affembly to be fent home by the firft oppor-
tunity to the king in council for approbation ;
if nor difallowed 1in three years after their being
prefented, fhall continue in force until repealed
by the aflemblv. The general aflembly may
grant any lands in the late Maffachufet Bay and
Fivmoth colonies, and In the province of
Main; but no grant of lands from Sagadahock
River to S Laurence River thall be vaiid, with-
our the royal approbation. The governor te
command the militia, to ufe the law martial in

“ time
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¢ time of aCtual war, to ere&t forts and demolith
“ the fame at pleafure. No perfons to be traﬁf-
« ported out of the province, without their own
% confent, or that of the general affembly. The
¢ law martial not to be executed without confent
“ of the council. 'When there is no governor, the
“ lieutenant-governor is to act; when both are
“ wanting, the majority of the council to have the
“ power. The admiralty jurifdi®tion is referved
" ¢ tothe king, or lords'of the admiralty. No fub-
“ ject of England to be debarred from fithing on
.- the fea-coaft, creeks, or falt-water rivers, and they
“ may ere¢t lodges and ftages in any lands not in
¢ pofleffion of particular proprietors All trees fit
“ for mafts, of twenty-four inches diameter and
% upwards, twelve inches from the ground, grow-
“ ing upon land not heretofore granted to any pri-
¢ vate perfons, are referved to the crown;——penalty
“ for cutting any fuch referved trees a hundred
¢ pounds fterling for each tree.” ,

Major Walderen then commanded in Q'acheco,
a frontier fort of great importance, He had enter-
tained Mefandonif, a fachem, and had given him
leave to lodge in the fort; but the barbarian, inthe
‘morning, unbarred the gates, and admitted a party
of the Indians, who had lain in ambufh at a little
diftance, and who, ruthing in, killed the major, and
about twenty-two men, burned feveral houfes, and
led off twenty-nine Englith - prifoners, befides com-
_mitting other a¢ts of murder and violence. Cap-

Vou. L R ' tain
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tain Noyes was ordered to march with a party to
Penccook ; but the favages had retired from thofe
quarters before he could come up to them. He
had, however, the fatisfaction of laying wafte their
country, and deftroying their wigwams. The fa-
vages afterwards furprifed Pemmaquid fort, and
killed fourteen Englithmen; they likewife broke
the capitulation upon which the fort furrendered,
by butchering the garrifon, and fome troops who
were advancing to its relief ; upon which the inha-
bitants of Sheepfcot and Kennebek retired to Fal-
mouth. In the time of the laft Indian war, the
New England men were fully convinced of their
error in acting by fmall detachments; and now,
feeing that the French were aiming at the abfolute
ruin of their colony, they raifed a thoufand men,
five hundred of whom were fent from the Maffa-
chufets, under major Swayne, and five hundred,
under major Church, from New Plymouth; but,
by this time, the French had taught the barbarians
their own arts, particularly thofe of gaining intelli-
gence by means of corruption. They had every
where their fpies, who informed them of the mo-
tions of the Englifh, many of whom were thereby
cut off; and the favages were fo well inftructed in
all the arts of treachery, that they behaved towards
the Englifh with a brutality even foreign to their
nature, barbarous as it was. Particular mention is
made of the bravery of two Englith boys, who de-
fended a fort that was furprifed by the Indians, and,

though
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though reduced to the laft extremity, refufed to fur-
render it, till they obtained a capitulation, which
was infamoufly broken by the enemy, who mur-
dered three or four children and one of the
boys, whilft the other made his efcape. The ma-
jors Swayne and Church were, by the practice of
the French, who had found means to corrupt even
the Englith Indians, difappointed in all their de-
figns ; fo that the former, after garrifoning Blue
Point, was obliged to retire into winter quarters,
without effelting any thing farther worthy of
notice.

The Englith government was fully fenfible of
the French practices, and refolved to firike at the
root of the evil, by attacking, at one time, both
Qgebcc and Acadia, [or New Scotland ] then in the
pofleffion of the French. Of the expedition againft
Quebec, I fhall take notice in its proper place.
— The command of that intended againft Acadia
was given to Sir William Phipps. It confifted of
a frigate mounting forty cannons, another fhip of
fixteen, and a third of eight. Sir William imme-
diately bore down upon Port Royal, where, the
garrifon confifted of no more than eighty-fix men,
with eighteen unmounted cannons, and the works
not tenable. On the 22d of May, 1690, the Eng-
lith armament appeared before the place; and Man-
neval, the French governor, fent a prieft to know
Sir William’s demand, which was, that the go-
vernor thould furrender at difcretion. This was

R 2 peremptorily
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peremptorily refufed by the prieft, who produced
articles of capitulation ready drawn up. The firft
was, That the foldiers, with their arms and bag-
gage, fhould be tranfported to Quebec inan Eng-
lith veflel. The fecond, That the inhabitants thould
be maintained in peaceable poffeffion of their pro-
perties, and that the honour of the women fhould
be preferved. The third was, That the inhabitants
fhould have the free exercife of the Roman catho-
lic religion, and that none of the church goods
thould be touched.

Phipps, agreed to thefe conditions, but refufed to
fign them, faying, that his word, as a general, was a
better fecurity than any fignature. Manneval was
obliged to put up with this verbal affurance ; and,
the next day, came on board the Englith thip, where
the capitulation was ratified, and the keys of the
fort delivered to Phipps. Upon entering it, the
latter was furprifed at the weaknefs of the place,
and repented his having given the garrifon fuch
good terms. According to the French writers, he
foon found mecans to break them. While Man-
neval was on board the Englifh fhip, fome ftores,
belonging to the former governor, were feized up-
on by certain diunken foldiers and the inhabitants.
Phipps conftrued this into a breach of the terms,
which undoubtedly it was, as the fa& is not de-
nied : therefore, making a handle of it for dif-
owning the capitulation, he difarmed the foldiers,
and fhut them up in the church. He confined

Marneval
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Manneval to his own houfe, under the care of a
centinel, firipped him of his money and cloaths,
and plundered the people, without fparing either
the priefts or the churches,”and then re-imbark-
ed his men, after obliging the inhabitants to take
an oath of fidelity to king William and queen
Mary. As to the reft of PhlppSS undertakings,
they will be -all mentioned in their proper places.
The whole colony of New England fuffered great-
ly by his ill managed expedition againft Que-
bec, in which a thoufand of its natives perifhed ;
and the public there ran a hundred and forty
thoufand pounds in debt, befides lofing almoi’c all
their men and fhips in their return.

One Artell, a French Canadian officer, and Hoop-
wood, a Huron chief, attacked Salmon Falls, a
frontier-town, where they killed thirty people, and
carried off fifty prifoners. Licutenant Clark, ven-
,turing out of Calco, was furprifed by a body of
four or five hundred Indians and French, who, after
killing him and thirteen of his men, burned down
the place; the garrifon furrendering, on condition
of their being carried to the next Englith town.
This capitulation, however, was broken, on the
ridiculous pretence, that the Englifh were rebels to
their lawful fovereign. Some of the garrifon, with
major Davis, the commandant, were fent prifoners
to Qlebec, and the reft were murdered by the

natives. 'The garrifons of Papcodac, Spamwick,
Black
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Black Point, and Blue Point, were thrown into
fuch confternation by the deftruétion of Cafco, that
they fled as far as Saco, which garrifon likewife
abandoned its pofts, and Hoopwood, the Huron,
purfuing them, deftroyed all the open country
round, and murdered all the inhabitants, who fell
into his hands. The captains Floyd and Greenleaf
at laft came up with him, routed his party, and
wounded himfelf. He was afterwards killed by
the French, who miftook him for an Iroquois.
The French and Indians, after this, had the advan-
tage in many encounters, which, though of too lit-
tle confideration to be feparately particularifed, yet
formed, upon the whole, a very confiderable lofs
both of men and property.

'The only expedition worth notice, was that un-
dertaken by major Church, with three hundred
men, to Cafco Bay, where he burnt fome French
and Indian forts, and releafed a few Englifh cap-
tives. The war afterwards continued with various
fuccefs, but by no means to the advantage of the
Englith ; and, at laft, a ceflation of arms, till May
1691, was agreed on both fides.

Sir William Phipps, all this time, was bufied at
the court of England in foliciting to be put at the
head of a new expedition to Quebec: but the ter-
rible war, in which the king was engaged, and
the bad fuccefs of his late attempt, rendered all
his endeavours fruitlefs. Sir Henry Afhurft and
M. Increafe Mather were at the fame time in Eng-

land,
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land, as agents for the people of New England, fo-
liciting the reftoration of their old charter. But
neither king William nor his minifters were of
difpofitions to encourage any motion that tended
towards the independancy of the colony upon the
prerogative ; and the renewal was in effet refufed.
They then contented themfelves with petitioning
for a new charter with more ample privileges.
They obtained, indeed, a new charter; but their
privileges, even under the late one, were abridged
or rather annihilated. By king William’s charter, the
crown has the nomination of thegovernor, lieutenant-
governor, fecretary, and the officers of the ad-
miralty, (all which was before in the people) and
the power of the militia was vefted in the go-
vernor. All judges, juftices, and theriffs, were
appointed by the governor, with the advice and
confent of his majefty’s council; and he like-
wife was to have a negative upon all laws, and
public acts of the general aflfembly and eouncil.
Lattly, all laws, when approved of by the gover-
nor, were to be tranfmitted to England, and to be
void, if difallowed of, in the fpace of three years;
—all which has been thewn at large already,—
In fhort, all the favour the New England people
obtained, was the power of eleting their firft
governor ; and their choice fell upon Sir William
Phipps. Scarcely was this important affair fettled,
when hoftilities were recommenced by the Indians
near Berwick, Exeter, and Cape Nidduck. Upon
- this, fome officers, with four hundred men, marched

to
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to Pechypfot; but, not obferving difclpline, they
were attacked by the favages, and driven, with
fome lofs, to their fhips. This was followed by
barbarities and murders in many other places ; and
the Maffachufet itfelf was attacked from the eaft-
ward, which it never had been before. This
filled the colony with alarms; and the fort of Cape
Nidduck, one of the ftrongeft in thofe parts, was
abandoncd by its garrifon, which had been greatly
thinned by draughts.

The French favages were now likewife in mo-
tion, and attacked the town of York, where they
killed fifty of the inhabitants, and carried a hun-
dred into captivity. ‘The government, upon this,
fent parties under different officers to redeem the
prifoners ; but they found that French officers
headed the Indians; that French foldiers were
intermingled with them ; that no fewer than five
hundred Hurons were in the field, and that four
or five Indian chiefs with their troops were confe-
derated againft them. An Englith captain, one
Convers, is mentioned on this occafion with great
honour, for having maintained a poft with no
more than fifteen or twenty men, and beating off
two hundred of the barbarians, headed by Mox-
us, one of their chiefs. Convers, after this, took
the command of the Englifh, and beat the French
and favages from Sagadahock, the French com-
mandant La Broffe, being killed in the aétion,

It
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It was remarked, that during this expedition,
the barbarians charged the New England men
with thefe Englith words, in their mouths, “ Fire
¢ and fall on, b;‘ave boys !™ a proof of their great
intercourfe withthe Englifh, though the French
miffionaries had the addrefs to detach them from
their intereft. — Sir William Phipps was now ar-
rived in New England with the colony’s new char«
ter, which gave great diffatisfattion to many.
After confirming the laws enacted by the affembly,
he declared his refolption of marching againft the
Indians in perfon. No man could be better quali-
fied than he was for fuch an undertaking, being a
native of that part of the country where the chief
feat of war lay, near Kennebek River, and well
-acquainted with every {pot and lurking-place
about it. He immediately marched eaftward with
four hundred and fifty men ; and gave orders for
building a fort at Pemmaquid. Accordingly, one
of the firongeft and largeft in all North America
was erected there. The charge of building it
however, was fo great, that it is faid to have alie-
nated the affeions of the New England colony
from Sir William ever afterwards. But this could
be only the effeét of private refentiment on account
of their charter; for it is certain, that both that
fort and the others which he conftructed, were of
great ufe to the eaftern parts of the colony,
and “this governor likewife performed many fer-
vices in his own perfon againft the favages, who
Vor. 1. S ' were
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were become more unruly than ever. Being
fhll fpirited up by the French, they had been
guilty of many murders, towards the north of the
rivers Merimack, Oyfter, and Conneticut. The
governor gave Convers, now a major, the com-
mand of the eaftern garrifons, and fent three hun-
dred and fiity men to reinforce him ; with which
afMftance he was enabled to invade the Indian
country, and to deftroy all their lunds and habita-
tions about Taconet.  Near Connecticut River the
Indians, who were there in arms, were artacked
by the Englith, who gave them a total defeat, and
retook the captives they were carrying off'; while
Sir William, the better to bridle them, built ano-
ther fort at Saco. Al thofe difpofitions, with the
fear of bringing a Mohock war upon their hands,
inclined the barbarians to a peace. The French
agent, or, as he is called, ambaflador, (who, as
ufual, was a prieft) at the courts of their fachems,
did all he could to perfuade them to continue the
war, and, probably, he might have been fuccefsful,
had the French in Canada been in‘a condition to
have fent them the arms and affiftance they had
promifed. But that not being the cafe, the bar-
barians attually begged for a peace; and a con-
grcfs was held at Pemmaquid fort, fince called
fort William Henry, between three Englith com-
miflioners, and thirteen Indian fachems with pro-
per interpreters,  This meeting was very formal
=nd important, and, by the articles then con-

cluded
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‘cluded, the Indians acknowledged themfelves fubjec
to the crown of England ; confirmed them in
poﬁ'eﬁion of their lands, renounced their alliance
with the French, and fubmitted their commerce
between themfelves and the Englith to the general
affembly.

The witcheraft delufion of which we have al-
ready fpoken, had fpreaditfclf abroad during Sir Wil-
liam’s government, though we chofe to place the ac-
count of it in a2 manner, which rather anticipated the
hiftory, that it might not break in on our narra-
tion of the public affairs of the province. —1It is
likely however, that ‘the above-mentioned perfecu-
tion happening under his adminiftration, did the
knight no great honour, but co-operated with
many greater caufes to render him difagreeable to
the people. Whilft articles of complaint were ex-
hibiting againft this gentleman, he. died of a ma-
lignant fever in London #, and was fucceeded in

_* ¢ Sir William Phipps (fays Douglas) wasthe fon of a blackfinith,
.born jn 1650, at a plantation on the river Quencbec, after keeping
fheep fome years, he was bound apprentice to a fhip-carpenter for
four years; he afterwards went to Bofton, learned to read and
write, followed the carpenter’s trade, and married the widow of
‘Mr. John Hull, merchant. Upon advice of a Spanifh wreck
about the Bahamas, he took a voyage thither, but without fuc-
cefs. In 1683, in a.kmgs frigate, the Algier Rofe, he was
fitted out upon the difcovery of another Spanifh wreck, near
Port de la Plata upon Hifpaniola, but returned to England un-
fuecefsful. Soon after 1687, he prevailed with the duke of
Albemarle, at that time govemor’of Jamaica, and. fome other

S 2 bis
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his office by William Stoughton, Efq. who did
not find the affairs of his government in the beft
order imaginable.  The Canadians were become
very powerful and very troublefome. It was the
policy of the French nation to win the Indians

perfons. of quality, to fit him out with a royal patent or com-
miflion to fith upon the Spanith wreck which had been loft
about fifty years fince. By good luck, in about feven or eight
fathom water, he fifhed the value of ncar th-ee hundred thou-
fand pounds fterling (the Eermudians found good gleanings there
after his departure) whereof he had about fixteen thoufand
pounds fterling for his fhare, and the honour of knighthood
«nd obtained of king James II. by purchafe, to be conttituted
high fheriff of New-England, but was never in the execution
of this patent, and retwrned to England, 1688, (N¢B. he had
not reccived baptifm until March 1690, Et. 40.) and {oon after
came back to New England. Upon the breaking out of the
Indian war, in 1688, he follicited an expedition againft Nova
Scotia, May 1690, and had good fuccefs againit the French;
but his fubfequent expedition in autumn, againft Canada, the
fame year, was difaftrous, and came to nothing; and, in
the words of Mr. Mather, ¢ Though ufed to diving for
¢¢ piare, this was an affair too deep for him to dive into,”
Amongft other bad confequences of this ill-contrived and worfe
managed Canada expedition, was the introducing of a pernici-
vus, fraudulent paper-currency, or bills of public credit, to pay
the charges or debt incurred, The operation of this injurious
eurrency is fuch, that all perfonal eftates (fpecialties excepted)
are reduced to ome for eight, reckoning by heavy pieces of
eight (or feven-eighths of an ounce of filver) at fix fhillings;
the lofs of men was of very bad confequence to an infant co-
lony, which was not by. the enemy, but by a camp fever, the
fmall-pox, and difafters in returning home; notwithftanding,
as Dr. Mather exprefles it, ¢ the wheel of prayer for them in

over
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over to their religion, and then to fir them up
againft their neighbours. Thefe were fupplied with
money and arms from Old France, and a grand
expedition was planned againft the New England
fetlements. The fea armament for which was
put under the command of the chevalier Nef-
mond, who was to be joined by one thoufand five
hundred French from Canada.

The count Frontenac, was at that time governor-
general of New France; he was a politic man,
and did every thing in his power to excite the fa-
vage nations to break their treaties, and to rife for
the utter extirpation of the Englith colonies. Twelve
months were not expired, after the conclufion of the
treaty at Pemmaquid, before the French invaded
the town of Oyfter-River, from whence they car-
ried off a hundred prifoners. They afterwards
murdered one Mrs. Cutts and her family, and fall-
ing upon the open country, committed many cruel-

# New England was kept conftantly going round,” Soon after
his return to Bofton he went for London, to petition the court
of England (notwithftanding former difafters, and his own inca-
pacity to manage the affair) to encourage another expedition
againft Canada. Upon obtaining a new charter, dated October 7,
1691, at the defire of the New England agents, Sir William
Phipps was appointed governor of the province of Maflachufet
Bay and territories thereto belonging ; he arrived with the new
charter, May 14, 1692; and, June 8, the affembly under the
new charter, met for the firft time. .Being ordered home, he
"died at London, as we have above related, on the eighteenth
day of February, 1693.”

ties
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ties and devaftations; which, though often re-
puifed, they as often repeated. At laft Bomafeen,
one of the principal Indian fachems in their inte-
tereft, was made prifoner and fent to Bofton.  This
event occafioned the tribes to ccafe hoftilities for
fome time, and enter into treaties for the releafe of
their Englith captives ; but neither party being
much in carneft about the matter, the negotiation
was dropped, and the war renewed with greater fury
than ever.

The Indians improved daily in the art of war,
and now, for the firft time, were feen on horfeback
at Billericay. The French had by this time re- -
folved upon taking Pemmaquid fort from the
Englith. Ibérville and Bonaventure, two of their
beft officers, were pitched upon to command the
expedition planned out for this purpofe. They
had orders to rafe the fort as foon as it fhould be
taken, and then proceed to the deftrution of the
Englifh in other parts of their fettlements. One
Chub was the governor of this devoted fortifica-
tion, who had behaved very treacheroufly to fome
of the Abenaquais Indians, two of whom he fhot
dead while he was treating with them ; an action
which was returned on the fide of the favages,
with their ufual acts of fury and inhumanity. —
The two French commanders at this jun&ure ar-
rived before Pemmaquid, Iberville firft having taken
the Newport, an Englifh man of war of twenty-
four guns.

Before
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Before any firing began, the French fummoned
Chub to furrender the place,” and he anfiered with
great fhew of refolution, that he was determined
to hold it out to the laft, thouch the French thould
cover the fea with their fhips, and the land with
their Indians. Upon this a fmart firing began on
both fides, and Iberville coming on thore, raifed a
battery, from whence he played with five bombs.
This daunted Chub and his garrifen, efpecially as.
they were informed by the French, that, if the
place were taken by ftorm, they would be left to
the mercy of the favages. A capitulation was then
begun ; and it was agreed, that the Englifh fhould
be fent with all their goods and effects to Bofton to
be exchanged for an equal number of French
and favages ; and that, in the mean while, they
thould be proteted from the fury of the Indians.
'The French fay, that Chub was forced by his gar-
Tifon, which confifted of no more than ninety-two
men, (the Englith fay two hundred) to accept of
this capitulation. When the enemy entered *the
fort, they there found one of the natives in irons,
‘and ready to expire under the feverities he had fuf-
fered in his confinement. The fight of this cap-
tive put the Indians into fuch a fury, that the
French faid, it was with great difficulty they could
prevent the favages from falling upon the garrifop.
It is generally admltted, that this rfort might
have held out a long time, had it been garrifoned
by brave men, they having fifteen cannon, and

pleaty
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plenty of ammunition and provifions.. The capi.
tulation met with fome difficulties in the execution
of it. 'The French commandant fent indeed a few
of the garrifon to Bofton ; but he demanded, at
the fame time, that all the French and Indian pri-
foners in New England fhould be fet at liberty, in
exchange for the remainder of the garrifon, and the
crew of the Newport, which amounted to above
one hundred men ; and, in the mean time, he de-
molithed the fortifications of Pemmaquid. Before
he received an anfwer, he departed to execute the
reft of his commiffion; but, perceiving that he
was falling fhort of provifions, he fent all the
Englith prifoners to Bofton, except the officers.—
Such is the policy of Frenchmen, and fuch the re-
gard they generally pay to treaties ; namely to keep
them juft as far as they are convenient,

This lofs threw a great damp upon the {pirits of
the New Fngland men. The governor, svhen #
was too late, fent three thips in purfuit of the Freneh
fquadron.  Colonel Gedney alfo marched with five
hundred men to {cour the country, which however
was deferted by the French and their Indians.
Chub was carried prifoner to Bofton, and deprived
of his commi{lion.—Lither he was not deemed guilty
of the fault chargeduponhim by {fome, of delivering
up a place he might have preferved, or elfe the
government of the province did not, at that time,
think proper to be fevere in therr punithments.—
TheIndians now began to defpife the Englith, They

fell
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fell upon the people of Haverhill, in Effex-county,
and took feveral prifoners. There was among
thofe whom they attacked, a woman of amazing
ftrength and courage, whofe name was Hannah
Dunfler. She had been but a few days brought
to bed, but, perceiving herfelf on the point of
falling a viCtm to the cruelty and brutalities of
the favages, the, together with her nurfe and an
Englith boy, killed ten of the Indians, and ef
caped to Bofton, where all three were handfomely
rewarded. _

The French ftill planning the total deftru&ion
of our colonies were bufily employed in fitting
out an expedition, the mifcarriage of which, we
fhall have occafion to fpeak of more at large
hereafter. The rumour of the preparation once
more roufed the fpirits of the New England men :
— Major March being difpatched to the eaftward,
drove the favages from Cafco Bay, and repeated
his check fo effettually, that he difpirited the In-
dians, and prevented, in all probability, their in-
tent of joining the French, who afterwards re-
turned difappointed to their own country.

King William now beftowed the government of
New England (with which that of New York
was allo joined) on the earl of Bellamont, a peer
of Ireland. As to Stoughton, who, as it feems,
had never obtained a formal commiffion for him-
felf, he alted as deputy-governor, during two
years that his lordfhip remained in England.

Vor. L T About
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About this time, complaints being made of the
piracies of the people of New England, one cap-
tain Kidd, was fent with a fhip fitted out as a
privateer, to fupprefs them; but meeting with
indifferent fuccefs in his undertaking, he turned
pirate himfelf, and bore away for the Eaft Indies,
where he committed many depredations on the
fubjets of the Great Mogol.

The Indians continved to maffacre the Englith
fetclers ; colonel Bradftreet, and captain Chub, of
whom we have already fpoken, were murdered by
them ; but they were repulfed from Deerfield on
Conneéticut River, by one Williams, the minifter,
at the head of the inhabitants. The treaty of
Ryfwick at laft reftored peace for fome time to
the country ; and count Frontenac gave the fava-
ges in the French intereft to underftand, that they
muft make the beft terms they could with the
Englith for themfelves, as he had no longer orders
to affift them. — A negotiation enfued for the re-
ftitution of prifoners, between the count and earl
of Bellamont, which met with many difficulties ;
and the former died foon after, in the feventy-
eighth year of his age, — He was a very politic
man, and had done great fervices to his country-
mens interefts in America, — A congrefs was ftill
held at Penobfcot, between the Englith commif-
fioners and the fachems of the Indian nations,
with whom a treaty was at length concluded, and

whe
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who befides:, fubfcribed the following inftrument
of fubmiffion to the crown of England :

“ Whereas, notwithftanding our late fubmif-
“ fion and agreement, certain Indian through
‘ the evil counfel and inftigation of the French,
‘have perpetrated fundry hoftilities againft his
“ majefty’s fubjects the Englith, and have not’
¢ delivered and returned him the feveral Eng-
¢ Jith in their hands, as in the faid fubmiffion
¢ they covenanted.

¢ Wherefore we, whofe names are hereunto
¢ fubfcribed, fegamores, captains, and principal
“ men of the Indians, belonging to the rivers of
¢ Kennebeck, Ammonofcoggin, Saco, and parts
¢ adjacent, being fenfible of our great offence and
% folly, in not complying with the aforefaid fub-
¢ miffion and agreement, and alfo of the fuffer-
“ ings and mifchtefs that we have hereby expofed
¢ ourfelves unto, do in all humble and fubmiffive
¢« manner caft ourfelves upon his majefty’s mercy,
« for the pardon of all our rebellions and vio-
« lations of our promifes, praying to be received
“‘into his majefty’s grace and protection; and for
+¢ and in behalf of ourfelves, and of all the other
« Indians belonging to the feveral rivers and places
« aforefaid, within the fovereignty of his majefty
« of Great Britain, do again acknowledge and
“ profefs an hearty and fincere obedience to the
« crown of England, and do folemnly renew, ra-
% tify and confirm, all and ‘every the articles and

T 2 ¢ agrce-
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« agreements contained in the aforefaid recited
¢« fubmifhon: and in teftimony hereof, we, the
¢ faid icgamores, captains and principal men,
¢ have hercunto fet our hands and feals, at Cafco
€ Bay, near Mare’s Point, the feventh day of Ja-
“ puary, in the tenth year of his majefty king
¢ William the third, in the year 16¢8.”

Subfcribed by Moxus, and the reft of the
fegamores prefent.

In the prefence of James Convers, Cyprian

Southack, John Gyles, interpreter, Scodook,
alias Sampfon.

The earl of Bellamont coming to Bofton, in
1699, convened a general affembly there, though
he fixed his refidence at New York. He was al-
lowed a falary of one thoufand pounds a year, and
a prefent of five hundred pounds, and feems to
have been a very proper perfon for the govern-
ment to which he was appointed. He feized Kidd,
at Bofton, and fent him over to England, where he
was tried and executed. This nobleman died
foon after, on his return to New York, and
Stoughton for a while refumed the government.
An interval of tranquillity now fucceeded, which
was only interrupted by a dreadful fire, that did fo
much damage as might defervedly occafion it to
be reckoned a public calamity ; and the fucceeding

war
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war the colonifts were in a good condition of de-
fence.

In June, 1702, Jofeph Dudley, Efq. arrived
with a commiffion, to take upon him the govern-
ment of New England. The miniftry at home
had now planned out a {cheme for the conqueft of
Quebec ; this defign was for a time laid afide,
but was revived again at the inftances of colonel
Nicholfon, who had recovered Nova Scotia for his
countrymen, and went over to England, carrying
with him fome Indian chiefs. The miniftry were
prevailed on to fend five regiments of foot, and a
battalion of marines, the latter under the com-
mand of colonel Charles Churchill, on this expe»
dition, and the Edgar, Monmouth, Devonthire,
Humber, Swiftfure, Kingfton, Sunderland, Mon-
tague, and Dunkirk, failed from England with
them. This force was to be joined by an addi-
tional number of troops and fhips when it arrived
in New England, which was the firft place of its
deftination. It does not, however, appear, that the
people of New England had received any inftruc-
tions for that purpofe; or if they did, they feemed
to have negle@ted them. The armament failed
from Plymouth on the fourth of May, and arrived
at Bofton the fourth of June 1711. So little was
‘it expected, that upon its firft appearance, a troop
of guards, and a regiment of foot that were in
the town, put themfelves under arms, and the in-
habitants made the proper difpofitions for repelling

an
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an enemy, but were foon undeceived. The gene--
ral and the admiral had at firft no thoughts of
landing their men here ; but coming on fhore, after
fome conference with the inhabitants, found that
they themfelves were not in the fecret of the mi-
niftry. The latter had often brought fevere
charges againft the whigs for entering on defigns
not laid before parliament, and for which no fup-
plies had been given, and the parliament had a
little before declared, that to enlarge the fervice,
or increafe the charge beyond the bounds prefcrib-
ed,” and the fupplies granted, was illegal, and
an invaon of their rights. This perhaps fill-
ed the patrons of this expedition with apprehen-
fions, and they had nothing to truft to bur fuccefs
for being indemnified. Looking upon fecrecy as
being one of the great means of fuccefs, they had:
either concealed their defign from the New Eng-
land men, or explained it fo imperfectly, that
when the admiral and general came on fhore they
were amazed to find that no provifions were in
furtherance for their proceeding on the expedition ;
fo that, all their own provifions being {pent, not-
withftanding the fhortnefs of the paffage, the men
were landed out of the fhips, and encamped on
Noddes ifland near Bofton, where colonel Nichol-
fon hkewife was. This delay, probably, was the
ruin of the expedition; but it is owned on all
hands, that the New Engiand men feeing the good
appearance the troops and fhips made, and per-.

ceiving
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ceiving the officers to be thoroughly in ‘earneft, ex-
‘pedited the raifing their quota of men, and got
ready the provifions demanded of them in a fhorter
time than could have been well expeted ; yet
it was the twentieth of July, before the Britith
troops re-embarked, and they' were joined by two
fine regiments of one thoufand New England and
‘New York men, under the colonels Walton and
Vetch., The whole fleet then confifted of twelve
men of war, and fix ftore-thips, with all kinds
of warlike ftores, befides fire-thips, bomb-ketches,
tenders, and tranfports, with forty horfe on
board for drawing a fine train of artillery. It
was the thirtieth of July before the fleet failed
for the river St. Lawrence. At the fame time
colonel Nicholfon fet out from Bofton for New
York, from whence he proceeded to Albany,
where the forces of New York, Conne€ticut, and
. New Jerfey, about one thoufand Palatines, and
about as many Indians of the Five Nations, under
the Cafiques who had been in England, rendez-
voufed, to the number of about four thoufand men,
commanded by colonel Ingoldfby, colonel Schuy-
ler, and colonel Whiting, who marched towards
Canada on the twenty-eighth of Augutft.

The Englith fleet proceeding, arrived off Gafpe
Ray, near the entrance of the river Canada, on the
eighteenth of Auguft, where the wind blowing
hard from the north-weft, they anchored, left the
tranfports fhould be feparated and driven to lee~

‘ - ward,
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ward. Here they burned a French fithing veflel, and
on the twentieth of the fame month held on theis
courfe, the wind veering wefterly. But the twe
fucceeding days proved very foggy, and the gale
at length fhifting to the north-eaft, rendered it al-
moft impoffible to fteer any courfe with fafety,
having neither fight of land, foundings, nor an-
chorage. The veflels then, by the advice of the
pilots, were breught to with their heads to the fouth-
ward ; neverthelefs, about ten at night, they found
themfelves among the northern rocks and fhoals,
where eight tranfports, which had upwards of
nine hundred foldiers and feamen on board, were
loft, and the men of war efcaped with great difh-
culty.

After this misfortune, and when Sir Hovenden
Walker had plied two days with very hard gales,
between the weft and the fouth, to fave what lives
and ftores he could, he called a council of war,
when after examining the pilots, and weighing
every circumftance, it was judged impracticable
for a fleet to ger up toQuebec ; and it was, befides,
the opinion of all the pilots, that had the fqua-
dron been higher up the river, with the gales they
met with, all the thips would have been inevitably

“loft. Ar this counsil of war there were prefent,
befides the rear-admiral, the captains Jofeph
Scames, John Mitchell, Robert Arris, George Wal-
ton, Henry Gore, George Paddon, John Cock-
Rurn, and Auguftine Roufe. : ‘

On
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-On the feventh. of September, the fhips: being
joihed, another council was called, of fea and
land-officers, to determine, whether, under the pre-
fent circumftances of the fleet and army, it were
advifeable to attempt 2ny thing againft Placentia ;
but it appearing that they had not ten weeks pro-
vifiohs, and that fupplies were uncertain, it was
unanimoufly determined to return home. At this
board-were prefent, befides thofe fea-officers wha
were at the laft, general Hill, colonel Charles
Churchill, cclonel William Windrefle, colonel
Campenfelt, colonel Clayton, and colonel Kirk;
together with Vetch and Walton, who commanded
the New England forces; and purfuant the detere
mination of thefe gentlemen, the whole armament
fet fail for England, where they arrived in Octo-
ber, without having effected any thing,

The whole condut of the miniftry in this afe
fair, was indeed fomewhat furprifing, In the firf}
place; we find that the matter was kept a fecret
from the board of admiralty, and fecondly, not at
all, or at beft, but very imperfeCtly communicated
to thofe who were like.y to bear {o great a fhare in
it, -the people of New England, An erroy
of this kind is the more extraordinary, as the
‘spennefs of the Englith is generally a proverb a-
-mongft the nations. Whatever occafioned thofs
who had the management of affhirs at this period,
'to run into the other extreme, it is certain; that
their adopting fueh 2 maxim contributed much g

Vou I, v ‘hez
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the ill fuccefs of the expedition ; though it is ab.
furd to imagine with fome that there was any
deep defign in the matter. It is true indeed, a fet
of men, who were denominated Whigs, in a fuc-
ceeding reign, made this one of the articles of the
earl of Oxford’s impeachment; but that is a cir-
cumftance which proves little to any one who is
acquainted with the blindnefs of party zeal, and
the extraordinary prejudices which once or twice
in a century blind the people of this ifland. It is
plain that Sir Hovenden Walker was neither privy
to, nor fufpeted the miniftry of any double de-
fign. He ufed to fay, that the expedition was in-
deed unfortunate, becaufe it failed ; but he added,
that it would have been much more fo, if the
fleet had advanced up the River St. Lawrence :
« For,” faid he, ¢ our mens provifions would then
“ have been reduced to eight or nine, perhaps to
¢ fix weeks allowance ;—no relief could poflibly
* have been hoped for in lefs than ten months 5 —
¢ the Feverfham, and three ftore-thips, laden with
“ the provifions defigned for their fupply, being
“ caft away in their paflage;~—fo that, if we had
“ efcaped fhipwreck, (which wouyld have been a
“very great chance) between ten and twelve
¢ thoufand men muft have inevitably perifhed with
“ cold and hunger, and the fhips have become a.
“prey to the returning enemy.—On the other
“ hand, had the enemy held out till our people
“ had fpent all their provifions, the latter muft

(1% hue
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¢ have laid down their arms, and have furrendered
¢ at difcretion, to avoid death in its moft frighgful
* fhape, that of famine; or, even if they had
¢ taken the place, either by ftorm or capitulation,
“the remaining provifions of a fmall garrifon
“ would not have gone far towards fubfiting fo
“ large a number ; nor could they, at that feafon
““ of the year, have marched through the country
“in fearch of more.— And the cafe would have
““ been fimilar, had they afterwards attempted Pla-
* centia.” ‘

The governor alfo apologized for the colonifts
in a fpeech which was certainly very proper;
for the Americans were not in the leaft charge-
able_\ with the mifearriage of the Quebec expedi-
tion. They fincerely and juftly believed the go-
~vernment to be in earneft in their intentions (what-
ever fome over-wife politicians might urge to the
_contrary ; and, accordingly, they really chearfully
affifted to the utmoft of their power. They were
not however, ignorant how imprudently meafures
were concerted in England, and the confequence
was, that they did all in their power to remedy
the defett they obferved, and by their own dili-
gence to make amends for the remiflnefs of their
mother country. ‘That all thefe endeavours proved
abortive, was partly chargeable on the ill conduct
of the miniftry ; whofe rathnefs no prudence of
their fervants could compenfate, and partly to ac-
cidents which it was not inhuman policy to prevent.

Uz neea
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Queen Anne dying in the year 1714, George,
ele¢tor of Hanover, fucceeded to the crown of
Great Britain. That prince appointed colonet
Shute to the government of New England, a gentle-
man, who had ferved under the duke of Marlbo-
rough, and was generally efteemed a good and
prudent governor. In his time the province was
fo well cultivated, that inftead of giving encou-
ragement to the planters for clearing the country,
by felling trees, an act was paffed in England, to
prevent any mcre from being cut down; as ap-
pears from the foilowing fpeech of this governor
to the aiembly. © INorwithftanding,” fays he, ¢ the
“law patfed in Enrgland for encouraging naval
¢ ftores, and for the prefervation of white pine
¢ trees, his majefly has been informed that great
“¢ {poils are daily commited in his woods, in the
“ province ot Main,.and in fome parts ot Mafla-
“ ciufer bay, by cutting down, and putting to
“ private ufe fuch trees as may be proper for the
“navy royal; therefore he recommends that
“ all laws againft it may be put in execution; and
¢ new ones bc made, if thefe are not fufficient.”
In the fame fpeech he recommended the rebuild-
ing of the fort Pemmaquid, or erecting a fort in
that neighbourhood. In 1717 he met the heads
of the eaftern Iadians near Kennebek river, and
found that the French priefts from Canada bad
been again tampering with them to renounce their
alliance with, and fubmiffion to the crown of

Great
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Great Britain, This appeared in the haughtinefs of
thc behaviour of the fachems, who, Wwith a pe-
remptory air, demanded that the Englith fhould
build no more forts, nor make any more fettle-
ments on their lands ; to which the governor refo-
lutely anfwered, that he would not part with an
inch of ground that belonged to his province, and
threatened to build a fort upon every fettlement
in it.  Upon this, the favages departed to a neigh-
bouring ifland with a fhew of refentment; but
upon -the governor’s -ordering the fhip of war
which attended him, to put herfelf in a failing
pofture, they fent to defire another conference,
which with fome difficulty was granted ; and the
fachems, to the number of twenty-three, renewed
their fubmiffion to the crown of England, and alt
the articles of their former agreement, faying at
the fame time, in their native ftyle, that they
hoped it would laft as long as the fun and moon
endured. Upon their return home, however, the
French renewed their practices with them, and
two hundred of them marched, under French co-
lours, to the town of Arrowfeck, from whence
they fent a menacing letter to the governor, who
laid it before the aflembly. This produced a new
expedition, which was attended by five of the
counfellors, and which foon diffipated the danger.
Colonel Shute, at this time, endeavoured in vain
%o get a falary fettled upon him by the colony;
and the affembly gave him fo much trouble, that
he
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he was at laft forced to-carry over to England a
complaint againft them, confifling of feven artis
oles for invading the royal prerogative: viz.
« 1. Their taking pofleflion of royal mafts cut
“ into logs. II. Refufing the governor’s negative
. of the {peaker. IIL. Affuming authority jointly
“ with the governor and council to appoint- fafts
¢ and thankf{givings. IV. Adjourning themfelves
« for more than two days at a time. V. Dif-
¢« mantling of forts, and ordering the guns and
« ftores into the treafurer’s cuftody. VI. Suf-
¢« pending of military officers, and mutilating:
“ them of their pay. VII. Sending a committee
¢ of their own to mufter the king’s forces.”

Mr. Cook, the agent for the houfe of reprefen-
tatives, admitted the firft, third, fifth, fixth and
feventh articles to be true; and on the part of his
conftituents he acknowledged their fault, but lid
the blame upon the precedents of former aflfem-
blies. As to the two articles not acknowledged,
an explanatory charter was made out in the twelfth
year of George the Firft, in which is the followii g
claufe : “ Whereas in their charter, nothing is di-
‘¢ reCted concerning a fpeaker of the houfe of re-
¢ prefentatives, and their adjourning themfelves ;
“ it is hereby ordered, That the governor or com-
“ mander in chief, fhall have a negative in the
“ election of thc {peaker, and the houfe of repre-
“ fentatives may adjourn themfelves, not exceed-
¢ ing two days at a time,”’

William
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Willam Burnet, Efq. :fon ‘to the bithop of that
name, fucceeded colonel Shute. When he entered
wpen his government he found the people more nu-
merous than thofe of any colony in the world ; their
<commerce flourithing, -and -their riches immenfe:
but they had not laid afide the independent prinei-
ples of their anceftors; and the government of
England juftly thought that they affected powers
inconfiftent with their duty to their mother country.
To put them to a teft of their obedience, Mr. Bur-
net had-an inftruction peremptorily to infift upon a
fettled provifion for him as governor, which was as
peremptorily refufed by the affembly. The dif-
putes on this head increafed fo much, that for fome
time no public bufinefs could be tranfacted. - Bur-
net was a zealous promoter of the good of the co-
lony, and had many {chemes for its fervice, which
were {o juft that he had credit enough to carry them
into execution. It is thought that he would even
have given up the point of his falary had he not
been tied down by his inftructions from England.
But this would have been improper, he having
given up a very lucrative place in Great Britain
for the government of New York, in which he fuc-
ceeded governor Hunter, as colonel Mentgomery
did him. The province of Maflachufet perceiving
they could gain nothing upon their governor in the
matter of his falary, fent over Jonathan Belcher,
Efg. to join with Mr. Wilks in an application to

the government of England ta get a revocation of
\ his
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his inftruction on that head. The Englith mini-
firy being at that time, divided among themfelves,’
the New England agents, who were charged with
other complaints againft their governor, befides that
of his infifting upon a falary, received great encou-
ragement from one part of the adminiftration, and
were threatened by the other that the affair fhould
be laid before the parliament ; but Burnet dying in
September, 1729, Mr.Belcher was appointed to fuc-
ceed him as governor of New York. In the mean
time, Mr. Dummer acted as lieutenant governor.
Mr. Belcher arrived at New York on the eighth of
Auguft 1730, and was received with great joy by
the natives, who thought that under their own
countryman they had nothing to apprehend, efpe-
cially as he had {o latety been employed by them as
their agent; but they were deceived. The firft
ftep he took in his government was to lay before
the affembly of New Hampfhire his inftructions to'
obtain a faiary, and they accordingly granted him
two hundred pounds a year, But their example
did not further his main end, whith was to obtain
a proportionable fum from the affembly at Bofton.
The general atlembly of New England met ar Cam-,
bridge, on the ninth of Scptember, and was opened
by the governor with a fpeech, in which he ufed
the following expreffions: “ Gentlemen, the king’s
% placing me at the head of his government here,
¢ taken in all circumftances of it, (without affum.
“ ing any perfonal merit to myfelf) is fuch an in-

“ ftanca
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% ftance of his majefty’s grace and favour to the
# people, as I want words to exprefs. The ho-
“ nour of the crown, and the intereft of Great
¢ Britain, are doubtlefs very compatible with the
“ privileges and liberties of her plantations; and
“ it being my duty to fupport the former, it will
“ alfo be my care to protect the latter. I have in
“ command to communicate to you his majefty’s
% twenty-feventh inftruction to me, refpeting the
“ fupport of his, governors in this province for the
« future: 1 therefore defire, from the affetionate
¢ regard I have for my native country, that you
“ will give your moft calm and deliberate attention
« to this affair, of fo nice a confequence, and now
« brought to a crifg® The crifis he mentions was
the former threat ‘of obtaining the fan&ion of 2 Bri-
tith parliamept’ for fixing a falary; and Mr. Bel-
sher, to fhew he was not to be baffled, infifting up-
on the arrears due to the late governor Burnet’s
children at the rate of a thoufand pounds a year for
his falary. . At length his falary was fixed by a bill
pafled in the affembly, but in fo ambiguous and
_uncertain a manner, that he refufed it his confent.
‘The council however, was willing to have agreed
to his terms; but the houfe of reprefentatives ftill
ftood out.  On the firft of January, being the very
.day hefore the governor diffolved them, they enter-
ed the following minute in their books, After
# the moft ferious confideration.of his majefty’s in-
“ ftruétion for fixing a falary on his excellency and

Vor. L X ¢ hig
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% his fucceflors, together with the rights and pritis
leges of the people, we apprehend the houfe
% ought net to accede thereto; but at the fame
< time, we efteem it the duty of this houfe, as
well as their honours, willingly and unanimoufly
« to give their votes in paffing acts for the ample
* and honourable fupport of his majefty’s go-
¢ vernof.”

The affembly which met upon the above diffo
lution, being as refratory as that which was dif-
folved, it met with the fame fate, and a new affem-
bly was called, te whom the governor again urged
the neceffity of their complying with his majefty’s
twenty-feventh inftruction, relating to his falary,
At laft, after various expedients had been propofed
and rejetted; the governor was prevailed on to acs
cept of one thoufand pounds a year, but in fuch a
manner as that the payment of it thould not be obs
ligatory upon future affemblies, Other matters of
great moment to the peace and profperity of the
colony happened about the fame time, particularly
a difpute between the province of Matlachufet Bay
and that of New Hampthire, about the white pines,
already mentioned to be fo effential to the thipping
of Great Britain, It is almoft impoffible; confides-
ing the vaft extent of territory, where the white
pines grow, to afcertain thofe feveral boundaries
between the king and the ptivate fubject, Iris
certain that Ralph Guifton, Efq. who was con-
tractor for the thip-timber for the royal navy, met

with
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with fuch difficulties in executing his contra&, that
he was forced to have recourfe to the governor’s
authiority, who referred the affair to the affembly.
After fome delibergtion, a proclamation was iffiied
by defire of the bowufe, to prevent any kind of mo-
Jeftation being given'to Mr. Gulfton or his agents;
and Mr. Dunbar, the furveyor-zeneral gave the
following publication :
¢ ‘Whereas a pumber of people, who call them-
« felves proprietors of lands in Sheepfcot River, and
¢ other parts to the eaftward of Kennebek River,
# have, by their agent Mr. Waldo, petitioned his
 majefly upon theirfaid claims, and are, 2s I am
% informed, providing to fend thither and take pof
% {effion of the faid lands, without waiting for his
 majefty’s pleafure and determination thereupon:
% Ido hereby give notice to all perfons concern-
% ed, that I am directed, by his majefty’s royal in-
¢ ftruftions to lay afide three hundred thoufand
¥ acres of land, bearing the beft timber, as conti-
% guous as may be to the fea-thore and navigable
“ rivers within the province of Nova Scetia, to be
“ referved as a nurfery of trees for the royal navy:
% I have, in obedience to my faid inftructions,
¢ made choicg of feveral places from the eaft-fide of
% Kennebek River, and more efpecially in Sheep-
% fcot River,® It is here proper to take notice,
that by the charter granted to the colony, all
trees. of the diameter of twenty-fQur inches and
upwards,



16 BRITISH EMPIRE

upwards, twelve inches from the ground, growing
in the province, were referved to the crown,
Mr. Belcher had the fate of his predeceffors;
" for, notwuhftanding all his public-fpirited en-
deavours for the good of the colony, letters
were fent over to the government of England,
complaining of his adminiftration, his tyranny,
and his being an enemy to the diflenting intereft
in New England. Thofe letters, moft of which
were written in the incendiary ftrain, would
have had very little effect, had not the government
of England refolved to adopt a new fyftem, with
regard to their American affairs.  They were pro-
voked to this, by a difpute raifed by the affembly
of New England, about the difpofal of public mo-
ney, which ther pretended, becaufe they granted
it, ought to be vefted folely in them. This was
talking in a very high ftrain of independancy; and
upon its being checked by the governor, 2 com-
plaint was carried over to England, where it was
voted in parliament, ¢ That the complaint, con-
¢ tained in the New England memorial and jeti-
“ tion, was frivelous and groundlefs, an high in-
¢ fult upon his majefty’s government, and tending
¢ to thake off the independancy of the faid colony
¢ upon this kingdom, to which, by law and right,
¢ they are, and ought to be, fubject.” The afiem-
bly even ventured to cenfure Mr. Dunbar, for giv-
ing evidence before the houfe of commons in a bill
relating to the better fecuring and encouraging the
trade of the fugar-colonies in America; upon which
that
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that houfe voted umanimoufly, ¢ That the prefuming
“ to call any perfon to account, or pafs a cenfure
“ upon him, for evidcnce given by fuch perfon be-
“ fore that houfe, was an audacious proceeding,
“ and an high violation of the privileges of that
¢ houfe.”

In 1741 the government nominated William
Shirley, Efq. to fucceed Mr. Belcher, of whofe con-
duct we fhall have occafion to make particular
mention in the fequel of this hiftory; but at pre-
fent we fhall break off to give fome account of the
neighboutring colonies, under the Britith dominion,
having firft added a few obfervations concerning
the government of New England, —

The general affembly of New England, is the
fupreme legiflative body in the colony. In cons
currence with the governor, it impofes taxes,
makes grants, enacts laws, and redrefles public
grievances of every kind, It confifts of the magif-
trates, and a certain number of reprefentatives,
which form two chambers fo nearly refembling
our lords and commons, that the confent of the
majority of both is neceffary before any bill can
be prefented to the governor for his affent. But
as we have an authentic teprefentation from the
commiffions of trade to the houfe of lords in Janu-
ary, 1733, we cannot do better than to repeat
their fenfe of the general government of New
England, viz. They obferve that there are

three charter governments, of which the chief
is
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is the province of Maffachufet Bay, commonly
called New England; the conftitution whereof is
of a mixed nature, the power being divided be-
tween the king and the people, in which the latter
‘have much the greateft fhare; for here the people
do not only chufe the aflembly, but the affembly
chufes the council alfo; and the governor depends
upon the affembly for his annual fupport, which
bas too frequently laid the governors of this pro-
vince under temptations of giving up the prerogas
tive of the crown, and the intereft of Great
Britain,

Conne&icut and Rhode Hland, are the other
charter governments, or rather corporations, where
almoft the whole power of the crown is delegated
to the people, who make an annual eletion of
their affembly, their council, and their governor
likewife ; to the majority of which affemblies,
councils and governors refpe@ively, being col-
letive bodies, the power of making laws is grant-
ed; and, as their charters are worded, they can,
and do make laws, even without the governor’s
affent, and dircctly contrary to their opinions, no
negatlve voice being referved to therh as governors
in the faid charter: and as the faid governots are
annually chofen, their office generaily expires be-
fore his majefty’s approbation can be obtained, or
any fecurity taken for the due obfervance of the
laws of trade and navigation, and hold little or no
worrefpondence witn wur offices Thete colonfes

have
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fave the power-of making laws for their better
government and fupport, provided they be not re-
pugnant to the laws of Great Britain, nor detri-
mental to their mother country: and thefe laws,
when they have regularly pafled the council, and
affembly of any province, and reccived the gover-
nor’s affent, become wvalid in that province, yet
remain repealable by his majefty in council, upon
juft complaint, and do not acquire a perpetual
force, unlefs they are confirmed by his majefty in
council. But there are fome exceptions to this
rule in the proprietary and charter-governments,
Thus, in the Maflachufet Bay, if their laws are
not repealed within three years after they have
been prefented to his majefty for his approbation
or difallowance, they are not repealable by ths
erown after that time: and the provinces of Con-
necticut and Rhode Ifland are not under any obli-
gation, by their refpective conflitutions, to return
authentic copies of their laws to the crown for
approbation or difallowance, or to give any ac-
count for their proceedings. There is alfo this
fingularity in the governments of Conneticut and
Rhode Ifland, that their laws are not repealable
by the crowny but the validity of them depends
upon their being not contrary, but as near as may
be agreeable to the laws of England,

‘There has been from the beginning, an of-
fice ereted by law inevery county, where all con-
¥yeyances of land are entered at large, after the

' granters
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granters have firft acknowledged them before 2
juftice of peace, by which means no perfon can
fell his effate twice, or take up more money upon
it than it is worth. Provifion has likewife been
made for the fecurity of life and property, in the
eleCtion of juries, who are not returned by the
theriff of the county, but are chofen by the inha.
bitants of the towns; and this eletion is under
the exateft regulation that human prudence can
fuggeft, for preventing corruption. The theriffs
in plantations are comparatively but little officers,
and therefore not to be trufted like our’s. Redrefs
in the New England courts of law is very quick
and cheap; all procefles are in Englith, and no
{pecial pleadings or demurrers are admitted; but
the general iflue is always given, and fpecial mat-
ters brought in evidence, which faves time and
expence; and in this cafe a man is not liable to
lofe his eftate for a defe€ in form, nor is the
merit of the caufe made to depend on the niceties
of clerkthip. By 2 law of the country, no writ
may beabated for 2 circumftantial error, fuchas a
flight mifnomer, or any informality; and by ano-
ther law, it is enacted, that every attorney taking
out a writ from the clerk’s office, thall indorfe his
name upon it, and be liable to pay the adverfe
party his cofts and charges in cafe of non-profecu-
tion or difcontinuance, or that the plaintiff be non-
fuited, or judgement pafs againft him. And it is
provided in the fame act, Thar if the plantff

thall
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fhall fuffer 2 non-fuit by the attorney’s miflaying
the aftion, he fhall be. obliged to draw a new
writ without a fee, in cafe the party thall fee fit to
revive the fuit: for the quicker difpatch of
' caufes, declarations are made parts of the writ,
in which the cafe is particularly fet forth. If it
be matter of accompt, the accompt is annexed to
the writ, and copies of both left with the defen-
dant, which being done fourteen days before the
fitting of the courty he is obliged to plead direétly,
and the iffue is then tried. Nor are the people of
New England opprefled with the infinite delays
~ and expence that attend proceedings in chancery.
But as in all other countries, England only ex-
eepted jus & equum are held the fame, and never
divided ; fo it is here, a power of chancery being
~ vefted in the judges of the courts of common law,
as to fome particular cafes, and they make equita-
ble conftru@ions in others, The fees of officers of
all forts, are fettled by ats of affembly at mode-
rate prices.

Adultery, blafphemy, ftriking or curfing 2 pa-
rent, is.by them punithed with death; as is per-
jury, where life may be affeted. No perfon can
be arrefted if he has the means of making any fa-
tisfattion. Quakers, jefuits and popith priefts are
fer death. Great care is taken, by their laws, of
of the morals of the Indians, and to prevent
drunkennefs, fwearing and curfing; and one of

Vor. L Y their
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their laws, which they much boaft of, is, that
Chriftian ftrangers flying from tyranny, are to be
maintained by the publie, or otherwife provided
for.

Every town, if it contains thirty burgefles, can
fend two reprefentatives to parliament; if twenty,
one; but Bofton rominates four. There is in the
affembly the peculiar privilege of fele€ting the
members of the council, or what we may call the
houfe of lords, who act as affiftants to the gover-
nor ; but he muft approve of the eletion. The
prudence of the colonies of Connecticut and Rhvide
I{land ferved them in great ftead when their cliai-
ters were called in by Charles II. for thev furren-
dered only that which had been granted them by
the crown ; but, when the revolution took place,
they produced trat which they held from the hlaf-
fachufet company, which never had been reveled,
and which entitled them annually to elect their
own governor, and to command their own militia,
They went {o far in afferiing this laft privilege,
that when king William appointed Benjamin
Fletcher, Efq. who was governor of New York
and Pennfylvania, to command the Connetticut
forces, the provinee refufed to obey him.

The foreign trade of New England confifts of
various articles. At the mouth of the river Pe-
nobfcot there is 2 mackarel fithery, from which
the inhabitants fupply Barbadces, and other Brie

tith
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tifh #lands in America. They likewife fith in
weinker-for cod, whigh they dry in the froft. Their
fale works are upon the improving hand ; and it is
faid they will foon have falt fufficient to ferve
‘themfelves, Rich mines of iron of a moft excel-
lent kind of temper have been difcovered in New
England, and if improved, in a fhort time they
may fupply Great Britain, without having recourfe
to the northern nations for that commodity. Be-
fides mackarel and cod, they fend to Barbadoes
and the other Britith iflands, bifcuit, meal, falt,
provifions, fometimes cattle and horfes, planks,
hoops, thingles, pipe-ftaves, butter, cheefe, grain,
oil, tallow, turpentine, bark, calves-fkins, tobacco,
apples and onions ; and of thefe merchandizes
Barbadoes takes annually to the value of one hune
‘dred thoufand pounds fterling. From Barbacdes
and thofe iflands, they bring, in return, fugar, cot-
ton, ginger, and various other commodities. From
Europe they import wine, filks, woollen cloth,
toys, hard-ware, linen, ribbands, ftuffs, laces, pa~
per, houfe-furniture, hufbandry tools of all kinds,
cordage, hats, ftockings, thoes, and India goods,
to the value of above four hundred thoufand
pounds a year, In thort, there is no Britith manu.
facture that ferves the purpofes of ufe, luxury, or
ornament, which the people of New England do
not import, 'Their money, till lately, was all pa«
per, ftruck into what they c¢all province-bills,
which occafioned many inconveniengies, and their

Y 2 many
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manufactures are as yet not many ; nor are they
much encouraged by their mother country : — they
are however daily improving, and the two laft
wars with France and Spain have introduced
abundance of hard money.

With regard to religion, before the year 1740,
the province of Maflachufet Bay contained above
one hundred Englifh congregations, befides thirty
affemblies of Indian chriftians. But of all thofe
congregations not above three or four of them
followed the forms of the church of England.
Every particular fociety amongft them is indepen-
dant of all other ecclefiaftical jurifdi¢tion; nor
does there lie anv appeal trom their punithments
or cenfures. Their church-government admits of
fynods ; but thofe fynods have no power to inforce
their own adls, or to eftablith any thing coercive ;
all they can do is, to deliberate on general mat-
ters, which are to be laid before the feveral
churches, who have power to reject or approve of
them as they fee proper. The magiftrates have
power to call a fynod upon any particular exigen-
cv, and even to give their opinion in it. The mi-
nifters of Bofton depend entirely on the generofity
of their hearers for their fupport; a voluntary
contribution being made for them by the con-
geegation every time divine fervice i3 celebrat-
c.. The police of the inhabitants of New Eng-
land, with regard 1o shelr morals, is as rigid as
that of ary o the woilds  Dvary town of fifty fa-

milics
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‘milies is obliged to maintain a fchool for reading
and writing, and of-one hundred families a gram-
mar fchool for the inftru@ion of youth. Thus
vices that are common in all other parts of the
world, might be unknown in New England, if
the increafe of power and riches had not intro-
duced them. - Their children being early habitu-
ated to induftry, could otherwife have no ideas of
expenfive pleafures or enervating debauches, their
conftitution in church and flate confirming them in
this fobriety of habit. They have no holydays
but that of the annual election of the magiftrates
of Bofton, and the commencement at Cambridge.
Thus an uninterrupted courfe of induftry and ap-
plication to bufinefs prevails all the year round.
The province is divided into twelve counties,
gach county town containing a guildhall, and the
whole confifts of fixty-one market-towns, twenty-
feven fortified places upon eleven navigable rivers,
and two colleges. Before the year 1743, their
thipping was faid to have confifted of, at leaft one
thoufand fail, exclufive of their fithing barks;
but fince that time it has been fo very greatly
increafed, that it is on a moderate calculation
thought, that during the late war, the privateers
of New England only were equal to all the royal
navy of England in the reign of queen Eliza-

beth. . -
We have taken notice of feveral towns there,
under regular magiﬁfacies and government; but
the
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the fineft of all thefe and the metropolis of the
Englith colonies is Bofton, This is a hand.
fome city, fituated on a peninfula, at the bot-
tom of a fine capacious and fafe harbour, which
is defended from the outrages of the fea, by a num-
ber of iflands, and rocks which appear above wa-
ter. Itis entered but by one fafe paflage; and that
is narrow, and covered by the cannon of a regu-
lar and very ftrong fortrefs. The harbour is more
than fufficient for the great number of veffels,
which carry on the extenfive trade of Bofton. At
the bottom of the bay is a noble pier, near two
thoufand feet in length, along which on the north
fide extends a row of warehoufes, The head of
this pier joins the principal ftreet of the town,
which is, like moft of the .thers, {pacious and well
built. The town lies at the bottom of the har-
bour, anu forms a very agreeable view. It has

a town houfe, where the courts meet, and the ex-
change is kept, large, and of a very tolerable tafte
of architeCture. Tound the excharoc, are a great
number of well-furnithed bookf{cllers thops, vhich
find employment for five printing prefles.  There
are ten churches within this town; and it contains
at leaft twenty thoufand inhal lrants.

That we may be enabled to form fore judge-
ment of the wealth of this city, we mail obferve
that from Chriftmas 1727, ro Chriftmas 1748, five
hundred veflels cleared out from this port only,
for a foreign tradc; and f:ur hundred and thirty

were
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“were enteted inwards to fay nothing 'of éoafting
and fithing veflels, both of which are extremely
hutnerous, and faid to be equal in number to the
others. Indeed the trade of New England is great,
asit fupplies a large quantity of goods from with-
in itfelf; bue it is yet greater, ds the people of
this country are in a manner the carriers for all
the colonies of North America and the Weft-In-
dies, and even for fome parts of Europe. . They
may be confidered in this refpe as the Dutch of
America.

The commodities which the country yields are
principally mafts and yards, for which they con-
tract largely with the royal navy; pitch, tar, and
turpentine; ftaves, lumber, boards; all forts of
provifions, beef, pork, butter and cheefe, in large
quantities; horfes and live cattle; Indian corn and
peafe; cyder, apples, hemp and flax. Their pel-
try trade is not very confiderable. The cod fithery
which they have always upon their coaft, em-
ploys a vaft number of their people; they are ena-
bled by this to export annually .above thirty-two
_thoufand quintals of choice cod fifh, to Spain,
Italy, and the Mediterranean, and about rineteen
thoufand quintals of the refufe fort to the Weft-
Indies, as food for the negroes. The quantity of
fpirits, which they diftil in Bofton from the mo-
laffes they bring in from all parts of the Weft-
Indies, is as furprifing as the cheap rate at which
they vend it, which is under two fhillings a gal-

lon.
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lon. With this they fupply almoft all the con-
fumption of our colonies in North America, the
Indian trade there, the vaft demands of their own
and the Newfoundland fithery, and in a great mea-
fure thofe of the African trade; but they are more
famous for the quantity and cheapnefs, than for
the excellency of their rum.

They are almoft the onlv people of our colonies
who have any of the woollen and linen manu-
faGtures. Of the former they have neaily as much
as fuffices for their own cloathing. Itis a clofe
and ftrong, but a coarfe ftubborn fort of cloth.
A number of prefbyterians from the North of Ire-
land driven thence, as itis faid, by the feverity of
their landlords, from an affinity in religious fenti-
ments, chofe New England as their place of refuge.
Thofe people brought with them their {kill in the
linen manufactures, and mceting with very large
encouragement, they exercifed it, to the great ad-
vantage of this colonv. At prefent they make con-
fiderable quantities, and of a very good kind; their
principal fettlement is in a town, which, in com-
pliment to them, is called Londonderrv.  Hlats are
made in New England, which, in a clandeftine
way, find a good vent in all the other cclinies.
The fetting up of thefe manufactures has been in
a great meafure 2 matter neceffary to them; for as
they have not been properly encouraged in fome
ftaple commodity, by which they might commu-
nicate with their mother country, while they were

cut
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cut off from all other refources, they muft either
have abandoned the country, or have found means
of employing their own {kill and induftry to draw
out of it the neceflaries of life. The fame necef-
fity, together with their convenience for building
and manning thips, has made them the carriers
for the other colonies.

The bufinefs of fhip-building is one of the moft
confiderable which Bofton or the other fea-port
towns in New England carry on. Ships are fome-
‘times built here upon commiffion; but frequently,
the merchants of New England have them con-
ftructed upon their own account; and loading
““them with the produce of the colony, naval ftores,
fith, and fith-oil principally, they fend them out
" upon a trading voyage to Spain, Portugal, orthe
Mediterranean; ‘where, having difpofed of their
‘cargo, they make what advantage they can by
freight, untl fuch time as they can fell the veffel
‘berfelf to advantage, which they feldom fail to
do in a reafonable time. They reccive the value
‘of the veflel, as well as of the freight of the goods,
which from time to time they carried, and of the
cargo with which they failed originally, in bills
of exchange upon London; for as the people of
‘New England have no commodity to return for
the value of above a hundred thoufand pounds,
which they take in various forts of goods from
England, but fome naval flores. and thofe in no
: great quantities, they are obliged to keep the ba-

Vor. L. Z lance.
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lance fomewhat even by this circuitous commerce,
which, though not carried on with Great Britain
nor with Britith veflels, yet centers in its profits,
where all the money which the colonies can make,
in any manner, muft center at laft.

By thefe obfervations collected from the beft
authorities, is may be feen how flourithing this
fettlement is in itfelf, and of how much ufe it
may be made to the mother country.

OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY.

NEW York is faid to have been firft difco-
vered by one captain Hudfon, an Englifhman, who
fold it to the Dutch about the year 1608. James I,
then king of England indeed protefted againtt the
fettlement ; but his neighbours ftill kept poffeffion.
At length Sir Samuel Argol governor of Virginia
attacked and deftroyed their colonies. This the
Dutch complained of as an outrage, and applied to
the king of England for a confirmation of the con-
veyance. They could only obtain leave to build
fome cottages for the convenience of their thips.
But they found means to enlarge upon this per-
midion fo far, that at laft this province, which they
calicd the New iNetherlands, 1ofe to a flourithing
ftate. — The extent of the government or jurifdic-
tion of New York is as foliows; from north to
fouth, thatis, from Sandy Hook, in latitude forty
degrees, thirty minutes to the fuppofed Canada line
1 the parallel of forty-five degrees latitude are

three
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three hundred and thirteen Englith miles ; the extent
from weft to eaft is various. 1. From the eaft
foutherly termination of the boundary line, between
the Jerfeys and New York, in lat’tude forty-one de-
grees upon Hudfon’s River, to Byram River, where
the colony of Connecticut begins, are one hundred
gniles. 2. From the weft northerly termination of
the faid boundary line between Jerley and New
York, on the north branch of Delaware River, in
latitude forty-one degrees, forty minutes to Con-
neticut weft line, including the oblong, are eighty-
two miles, whereof about fixty miles from Dela-
ware River to Hudfon’s River, and twenty-two
miles from Hudfon’s River to the prefent Connec-
ticut weft line, oblong are included. 3. From forty-
one degrees forty minutes on Delaware River, New
York runs twenty miles higher on Delaware River
to the parallel of forty-one degrees latitude, which,
by Pennfylvania royal grant, divides New York
from the province of Pennfylvania. Upon this pa-
rallel New York is fuppofed to extend weft to Lake
Erie; and from thence along Lake Erie, and along
the communicating great run of water, from Lake
Erie to Lake Ontario or Cataraqui, and along Lake
Cataraqni, and its difcharge Cataraqui River, to the
aforefaid Canada fuppofed line with the Britifh co-
lonies. We thall inftance the breadth of New
York province from Ofivego; as being a medium
in this line. Ofwego fort and trading place, with
many nations of Indans upon thz Lake Ontario,

Z 2 Cataraqut
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Cataraqui or Ofwwego, in latitude forty-three de-
grees lies weft northerly from Albany about
two hundred miles, and about twenty miles from
Albany to the weft line of the province of Mafla-
chufet Bay, in all about two hundred miles. Mon-
treal lies north by eaft of Albany above two hun-
dred and twenty miles.

Several iflands belong to the province of New
York, fuch as Long Ifland, which the Dutch call
Naffau, and is about one hundred and twenty miles
long from eaft to weft, but no more, at a medium,
than ten broad. The caftern part of this ifland
was fettled from New Lng¢land, but two thirds of
the ifland is a barren, fandy foil. Staten Ifland is
about twelve miles in length north, and fix in
breadth, and is inhabited by Dutch and French,
as well as Englith. Nantucket, Martha’s vineyard,
and Elizabeth Iflands, formerly belonged likewife
to New York, but were, by the new charter of
Mafluchufer Bay, granted at the revolution; an-
nexed to that colonv. New York conrains four
incorporated towns, which have feveral exclufive
privileges, and fend reprefentatives to the general
aflembly. The names of thie towns are as follow :
1. New York and its territory, which was eftab-
lithed by colonel Dungan, and fends four reprefen-
tatives to the gereral aflembly. 2. The city of
Albany, which fends two reprefentatives. 3. The
town of Weft-Chetter; and, 4. That of Schenectady,
¢xch of wihiceh fends one.  The climate and foil of

New .
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New York being greatly fuperior even to thofe of
New England, bad made it an obje& greatlyv
defireable by the Englith. The hiftory of New
York, during the time the Dutch held it, affords
little or nothmg material, but what will be found
in that of Canada. Its firft Dutch governor was
Henry Chriftian, who difcovered Martha’s vine-
yard, and he was fucceeded by Jacob Elkin, who
was appointed to that government by the Dutch
Weft India company, to whom the country be-
longed. When the Dutch war became inevitable,
in the year 1664, king Charles II. made a prefent
of vaft tracks of land in thofe countries to his bro-
ther the duke of York, in which New York was
included, and the duke let it out in other fubdivi-
fions to other proprietors. To render thofe gifts
effectual, Sir Robert Car, an Englith commander
of great courage and {pirit, before the declaration
of the firft Dutch war, was fent with a ftrong fqua-
dron; and three thoufand land forces, the greateft
armament that had been ever fent from Europe to
America, with orders to difpoffefs the Dutch of
this fine country, and to put the duke of York in
pofleffion of it. He was attended, by colonel Ri-
chard Nicholls, Eiq. George Carteret, Efq. and Sa-
‘muel Meverich, Efq. and he diffembarked his land
forces on Manehattan ifland, towards the end of
the year 1664, and he and Nicholls marched di-
reétly againft the town of New Amfterdam. The
Duytch
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Dutch governor, though a brave man, being un-
provided to receive them, was obliged to capitu-
late, and to deliver up the place. The capitula-
tion was wife and honourable; for all the Dutch
fubjeéts who were willing to fubmit to the Eng-
lith government were at liberty to refide in the
place, and protected in their perfons and effects.
The town, at that time, was one of the handfomeft
jn all North America; and above half of the
Dutch inhabitants chofe to fubmit to the Englith
government, while others were at liberty to carry
off their effects; and were fucceeded by the Eng-
lith, who gave the colony the name of New York.
The firlt Englith governor of New York was co-
lonel Nicholls, who, thirteen days after the furren-
der of New Amfterdam, marched to Orange Fort,
which was likewife furrendered to him; and all
the ftraggling plantations in that country fell under
the power of the Englith. Nicholls acted as go-
vernor, under the duke of York, till the year 1683,
and feems to have been a wife, provident perfon.
It was he who concluded the ufeful treaty between
the Indians of the five nations and the Englith in-
habitants, which fubfifts to this day. The Dutch,
however, recovered New York in 1672, but reftor-
ed it, 4 few monthsafter, by the wreaty of peace.
Nicholls was fucceeded in riiis government in 1683
by Sir Ldmund Ardies, wiom we have already
mentcacd in the Litsry of New Lngzland, and
Andros by colena Dungan, cftsrwards earl of
Limerch

Dungan,
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Dungan, was a catholic; but he had the jufteft
fenfe of the interefts of England, and was an irrecon-
cileable enemy to the Ffench in America.. While
king James was on the throre, an order came to
him from England, to admit French miffionaries from
Quebec, to make converts to their religion in New
York. The colonel could not difpute the order;
but fufpeting their intention was to debauch
the five Indian nations from their friendfhip with
England; he turned them out of the colony. The
French complained to the court of England of
of Dungan’s honeft proceeding, and fome pretend to,
fay that he muft have loft his government had king
James contimred muchlonger uponthe throne. When
the revolution took place, his religion difqualified
him from continuing in the government of New
York ; but king William had fo juft a fenfe of his
merit, that he is faid to have offered to procure
him a confiderable command in the Spanith army,
which Dungan refufed to accept of, on account of
his obligations to king James., After the revolu- -
tion, the French found means to fpiri¢-up the Hu-
rons againft the inhabitants of New York; and co-
lonel Benjamin Fletcher, the next governor, was
ordered to carry over from England thither fome
land forces for the protection of the colony. Im
the mean while, in 1690, colonel Peter Schuyler,
an inhabitant of New York, raifed three hundred
Englith and three hundred friendly Indians, with

whom he marched againft Quebec. This feems to
have
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have been an ill-digefted expedition, as it was eafy
to forefee that the Englith force, which was defti-
tute of heavy artillery, was infufficient for mafter-
ing any ftrong place. Schuyler advanced into Ca-
nada with great intrepidity, and was oppofed by a
fuperior army of French, which, he engaged ; but
after killing three hundred of them, percciving his
ftrength to be too fmall to attempt any thing of
great confequence, he returned home. Soop af-
ter this, the French invaded the province of New
York, took and burned the town of Schenetady,
and murdered the inhabitants. It was abfurdly re-
poried thar this invafion was favoured by certain
friends of Andros. The truth is, Fletcher not ar-
riving, the government of New York was at this
time in a ftate of anarchy, when colonel Lefley put
himfelf at the head of the affairs of the province,
in eonjuntion with one Mr. Jacob Milbourne.
Thefe two aflociates were wrong-headed enough to
imagine, that they would be continued from Eng-
land in their government, and that they were even
ftrong enough to hold out againft the governor
named by king William. In the mean while,
Fletcher arrived wicth his troops, and fummoned
Lefley and Milbourn to give up the fort of New
York ; which they not only refufed to do, but kill-
ed one of his foldiers. Fletcher, however, foon
got pofleffion of the fort, and ordered Lefley and
Milbourn to be tried for high treafon, which they
were, and conlemnsad, and executed accordingly.
Afer
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After this, the fort of New York was provided
with a regular garrifon, to prevent furprifes from
the French or their Indians. During Fletcher’s
government, Frontenac, the French governor of
Canada, invaded Albany, the Englith barrier of
New York, with three thoufand French and Cana-
dians. He advanced by Hudfon’s river, and, after
a march of three hundred miles, he fell into the
country of the Onondagoes, one of the five nations
in friendfhip with the Englifh, where the count
deftroyed their habitations, corn, and provifion.
Fletcher hearing of this invafion, advanced againft
him, and was joined by feveral of the friendly
Indians, who were highly exafperated againft the
French and the Hurons. Upon this the count re:
treated, but with confiderable lofs, the Englith and
the Iroquois falling upon his rear, and killing a
great many of his men. Colonel Slaughter fucceed-
-ed Fletcher in this government, as Jofeph Dudley,
Efg. did him. In the year 1697, the earl of Bel-
lamont, as we have already feen, was named to
the joint governments of New York and New Eng«
land : and Mr. Nanfan acted as his deputy for the
former. In 1700 Mr. Nanfan refufed admittance, by
orders from England, to the Scotch thips from Da-
rien; a proceeding which was thought to be in-
human. The lord Cornbury, eldeftfon to the earl
of Clarendon, upon lord Bellamont’s death, was
appointed governor of New York, and carried over
thither his wife and family. His lordhip is faid

. Yor. L Aa to
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to have carried matters with a very high hand;
but the affairs of the colony were under him in
excellent order. In 1710, five of the friendly In-
dian kings were fent to England, where they were
kindly received at court; and they addrefled queen
Anne in the following terms:
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“ Great Queen,
% We have undertaken a long voyage, which
none of our predeceflors could be prevailed with
to undertake, to fee our great queen, and relate
to her thofe things which we thought abfolute-
I~ pecefary for the good of her and of us her
allies, on the other fide of the water.
“ We doubt not but our great queen has been
acquainted with our long and tedious war, in
conjunction with her children, againft her ene-
mics, the French; and that we have been as
a ftrong wall for their fecurity, even to the lofs
of our beft men. We were mightily rejoiced
when we heard our great queen had refolved to
fend an army to reduce Canada; and imme~
diately, in token of friendfhip, we hung up the
kettle, and took up the hatchet, and, with one
confent, affifted colonel Nicholfon in making
preparations on this fide the lake: but at length
we were told, our great queen, by fome impor-
tant affairs, was prevented in her defign at pre-
fent, which made us forrowtul, left the French,
who had hitherto dreaded us, thould now think
us unable to make war ag.init them. The re-
“ duction
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¢ duction of Canada is of great weight to our free
“ hunting; fo that if our great queen fhould not
¢ be mindful of us, we muft, with our families,
“ forfake our country, and feek other habitations,
¢ or ftand neuter, either of which will be much
 againft our inclinations.

¢ In token of the fincerity of thefe nations, we
“ do, in their names, prefent our great queen
¢ with the belts of wampum, and, in hopes of
“ our great queen’s favour, leave 1t to her mott

[

¢ gracious confideration.”

It was in confequence of this addrefs, the ex-
pedition under colonel Hill and Sir Hovenden
Walker againft Canada, which we have mention-
ed in the hiftory of New England, was under-
taken. General Nicholfon was to command in
chief the New York forces; of which, befides
Indians, three regiments were raifed, uncer the
command of the colonels Ingoldfby, S.huyler, and
Whiting. They accordingly marched towards Que-
bec; but, upon Walker’s mifcarriage, the return-
ed to New York. After this, great numbers of
Palatines and German proteftants arrived, and
were fettled in the colony, but a vote of the houfe
of commons pafled againft it, as being an extra-
vagant and unreafonable charge to the kingdom,
tending to the increafe and oppreffion of the Eng-
lith poor, and of dangerous confequence to the
church. But the new colonifts were fettled on
both fides Hudfon’s river, between eighty and a hun-

Aa2 dred
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dred miles above the city of New York. Lord
Cornbury, at the fame time he was governor of
New York, was appointed governor of the Jerfeys;
and, when recalled from his government, he was
Tucceeded by lord Lovelace, who arrived at New
York, November 13, 1708, but died in May fol-
lowing, He was fucceeded by colonel Ingoldiby,
a captain of one of the independant companies, as
lieutenant-governor; from which poft he was. re-
moved by a letter from the queen to the council
of New York. In 1710 colonel Hunter was ap-
pointed to the government of New York, where
he arrived on the 14th of June that year, carrying
with him two thoufand feven hundred Palatines to
fettle in that province. No more than ten acres
were allowed to one family; upon which they
were obliged to go to Pennfylvania, where they
fettled, and became part of that flourifhing colo-
ny. As to Mr. Hunter, it is generally allowed
that his abilities and integrity were equal to thofe
of any governor that ever went from England to
America. Having 2 true fenfe of the intereft of
the eolony, he renewed the treaty, or, asitis called
the covenant-chain, with the five friendly nations
of the Indians. He was afterwards made gover-
nor of Jamaica,

Mr. Hunter was fucceeded in his government by
William Burnet, Efq. fon to the famous bithop of
Salifbury. This gentleman has been already men.
tioned in the hifiory of New England, The fatal

South
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South Sea year had affe@ted his fortune ; fo that he
found it expedient to change his place of comptrol-
ler-general of the cuftoms at London, which was
given to Mr. Hunter, for the government of New
York and New Jerfey. Before his arrival, advice
came to New York, that-the friendly Indians were
meditating an expedition againft fome diftant fa.
vages, and that they entertained amongft them one
Cecur, a Frenchman, The government of New
York thought that fuch an expedition would be
detrimental to the interefts of the colony; and Pe-
ter Schuyler, Efq. then prefident of the council,
and the commander in chief of the province, ap-
pointedfeveral gentlemen, as his plenipotentiaries,
to treat +with the Indians, and to diffuade
them from their purpofes, efpecially from enter-
taining Coeur.  The Indians accordingly met thofe
gentlemen at Albany; and it appears, from the
minutes of the conference, that the gentlemen of
New York were very defirous that the favages to
the fouthward fhould trade with their province;
while the deputies of the five nations endeavoured
to evade the queftion, as excluding themfelves from
that commerce:—they offered, however, to treat
with their fouthern brethren, if the latter would
come to Albany, but not elfe. As to the affair
of Ceeur, they fairly told the gentlemen, that they
could not take it upon themfelves, but that the
Englith might do it if they pleafed, or complain

of him to the governor .of Canada. As to the ex-
pedition
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pedition they were about to undertake, they own-
ed that they had fuch an intention, but that they
could fay nothing farther concerning it, till they
confulted at home with their young men and their
fachems that were to head them; and thus the
conference broke off. The flate of affairs between
the Englith and the five nations oceafioned an-
other conference with the latter, at which, be-
fides the governor of New York, were prefent the
governors of Pennfylvania and Virginia. This
conference ended to the mutual fatisfaltion of all
parties. It is allowed on all hands that governor
Burnet underfiood extremely well the interefts of
his government. The building of Ofwego, a for-
tified warehoufe for the convenience of trading
with the Indians, was owing to him; and he, at
laft, fucceeded in making the people of New
York fully fenfible, that it was not for their in-
tereft to encourage the great trade carried on
between them and the French in Canada. In
the year 1720, the governor obtained from the
affembly an act, prohibiting, for threc years, all
trade betwixt New York and Canada. Upon the
expiration of this adt, the London merchants who
fupplied the New York men with the commodi-
ties that they ufed to fend to Canada (nine hun-
dred pieces of woollen cloth having been carried
from Albany to Montreal in one year) finding
themfelves deprived of this beneficial commerce,
applied to the king and council againft the conti-

nuance



IN AMERICA. 183

nuance of the law ; chiefly, on pretence, that the .
French could be fupplied otherwife; and that if
they were deprived of the Englith commodities,
the French Canadians would apply themfelves to
the woollen and other manufatures., This petition
was by the council referred to a committee of the
board of trade and plantations, who tranfmitted a
copy of it, with the reafons on which it was
founded, to governor Burnet; but his reply prov-
ed fo fatisfaCtory, thar the at was continued, and,
in 1727, it was, by the aflembly, made perpetual,
and afterwards confirmed by the king and council
in England. The good effets of this meafure were

- foon feen.

The diftant Indians, who came to traffic, in-
flead of purfuing a long fatiguing journey to
Montreal, ftopt at Ofwego, which had been built
at the governor’s private expence, on Lake Onta-
rio, and was always garrifoned by twenty foldiers
and a lieutenant. There the favages furnifhed
themfelves from the Englith, at half the price
they ufed to pay the French, with all the commo-
dities they wanted. This naturally increafed the
trade of New York, and brought great numbers
of Britifh fubjets into that province; fo that it
was no longer monopolized by a few overgrown
merchants, but divided into many channels, to the
immenfe profit of the colony.

Befides the main-land of New York, we have
mentioned fome iflands belonging to it. 1. Long-

Iland
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Ifland, called by the Indians Matowacks, and by
the Dutch, Naffau. This lies in length from eaft to
weft about one hundred and twenty miles, and, at
a medium, is about ten miles broad 3 its fhore is a
fandy flat, as is all the eaft fhore of North Ameri-
ca from Cape-Cod of New England, in north
latitude, forty-two degrees, ten minutes to Capo
Florida, in about twenty-five degrees north lati-
tude. Upon the fhore of Long-Ifland are very
few inlets, and thefe very fhallow : its north fide
is good water, there being a found between it and
the main land of Conneticut; the wideft part of
this near New-haven of Conneticut, does not
exceed eight leagues. Two thirds of this ifland is
a barren fandy foil. The eaftern parts were fot-
tled from New England, and retain their cuftoms ;
the weftern parts were fettled by the Dutch,
where many families to this day underftand ne
other language but theirs. It is divided into three
counties, viz. Queen’s county, King’s county,
and Suffolk county, and pays confiderably above
one-fourth of the taxes or charges of the govern-
ment of the province. Hell-Gate, where is the
confluence or meeting of the eaft and weft tide in
Long-Ifland found, is about twelve miles from the
city of New York. 2. Staten-Ifland. This at its
eaft end, has a ferry of three miles to the weft of
Long—Iﬂand; atits weft end is a ferry of one mile
to Perth-Amboy, of Eaft-Jerfies ; it is divided from
Eaft-Jerfies by a creek; is in length about twelve
miles
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‘miles, and about fix miles broad, and makes one
.county, called Richmond, which pays fcarce one
in one and twenty of the provincial tax; it is all
‘in one parifh, but fevera.l congregations : viz. an
Englith, Dutch, and French congregation ; the in-
habitants are moftly Englifh ; only one confider-
able village, called Cuckold’s-town. 3. Nantucket,
‘Martha’s vineyard and Elizabeth iflands were for-
merly under the jurifdi¢tion of New York; but
upon the revolution they were annexed by the new
charter of Maffachufet Bay, to the jurifdiction of
Maflachufet Bay; not many years fince, fome of
the freeholders of thefe iflands when oecafionally in
New York, were arrefted for the arrears of the
general quit-rents of thefe iflands. 4. Manhatans,
the Indian name, New Amfterdam the Dutch
name, or New York the Englith name, may be
called an ifland,. though it has a2 communication
with the main-land, by King’s-bridge ; the whole
ifland being about fourteen miles long, but very
narrow, is all in the jurifdiction of the city of New
York ;—it lies on the mouth of Hudfon’s River.
In the province of New York are four incorpo-
rated towns, which hold courts within themfelves,
fend reprefentatives to the general affambly or le-
giflature, with fundry exclufive privileges. 1. The
city of New York and its territory, formerly eftab-
lithed by colonel Dungan, fends four reprefenta-
tives. 2. The city of Albany probably had their
charter alfo from colonel Dungan, and is nearly the
Vor. L X Bb fame
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fame with that of New York; fends two reprefen-
tatives. 3. The borough of Weft Chefter; and,

44

The townfhip of Schenetady. It feems thefe

two corporations had their charters before the re
volution, and each of them fend one reprefentative
to the general aflembly.
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The old charter of the city of New York is
full and exclufive one, and runs as follows:
Whereas the city of New York is an ancient
citv, and the citizens anciently a body politic
with fundry rights, privileges, &c. as well by
prefcription as by charters, letters patent, grants
and confirmations, not only of divers governors
and commanders in chief in the faid province,
but alfo of feveral governors, directors, generals,
and commanders in chief of the Nether Dutch
nation, while the fame was or has been under
their power and fubjection. That Thomas Dun-
gan, Efq. lieutenant governor of New York,
under king James II. Auguft 27, 1686, by a
charter confirmed all their former grants not re-
pugnant to the laws of England and province of
New York, with fome additions, granting to
them all the unappropriated lands to low-water
mark in Manhatan’s ifland, under the yearly
quit-rent of one beaver-ikin, or the value there-
of ; their jurifdition to extend all over the
ifland, &c.” And this charter was confirmed

by a fubfequent charter from lord Cornbury go-
vernor, April 19, 1708, with fome additions grant-

ed
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ed to them the ferries, &c. — As fome queftion-
ed the validity of their former charters, becaufe
. they were in the governor’s name only, and not
in the name of their kings and queens, they peti-
tion governor Montgomery for a new charter, con-
firming all their former privileges, with fome ad-
ditions ; granting to them four hundred feet below
low-water mark in Hudfon’s River, &c,

In 1727, on the acceflion of his majefty George I1,
to the crown of Great Britain, Mr. Burnet being
promoted to the government of New England, was -
fucceeded in that of New York by colonel Mont-
gomery. Under this gentleman fome doubts arofe
concerning the validity of the charters, obtained
from former governors, in whofe names they ran,
and not in thofe of the kings and queens of Eng-
land. They therefore petitioned their governor to
procure them a royal charter, which he accordingly -
did, not only confirming their privileges, but en-
larging their bounds ; and the purport of the char-.
ter bearing date the fifth day of January is as
follows :

“ They ave incorporated by the name of the
* mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the city of
¢ New York., —The city to be divided into feven
¢ wards, viz. weft-ward, fouth-ward, duck-ward,
“ eaft-ward, north-ward, Montgomery-ward, and
* the out-ward divided into the Bowry divifion and-
Harlem divifion,—The corporation to confift of
% gne mayor, ene recorder, and feven aldermen,

" BbL 2 _ foven

-
»



188 BRITISH EMPIRE

[ 14

[{3

[13

[14

(14

[14

[{1

[

111

114

[13

(14

(14

(¥4

[13

[ 43

€«

[14

({4

<«

(13

(14

(14

L1}

[ 14

&«

(19

[43

feven affiftants, one fheriff, one coroner, one com-
mon clerk, one chamberlain or treafurer, one
high conftable, fixteen affeffors, feven colletors,
fixteen conftables, and one marfhal. The mayor,
with confent of the governor, may appoint one
of his aldermen his deputy. The governor
yearly to appoint the mayor, theriff, and coroner,
and the freeholders and freemen in their refpec-
tive wards to chufe the other officers, excepting
the chamberlain, who is to be appointed in
council by the mavor, four or more aldermen, "
and four or more affiftants. The mayor to ap-
point the high conftable. All officers to take the
proper oaths, and to continue in ofhce till others
have been chofcn in their room. When any ofh-
cer dies, the ward is to chufe another; upon re-
fufal to ferve in office, the common council may
impofe a fine, not exceeding fifteen pounds, for
the ufe of the corporation. The mayor or re-
corder, and four or more aldermen, with four or
more affiftants, to be a common council to make
by-laws, to regulate the freemen, to leafe lands
and tenements, &c. but to do nothing inconfiftent
with the laws of Great-Britain or of this pro-
vince ; fuch laws and orders not to continue in
force exceeding twelve months, unlefs confirm--
ed by the governor and council. They may punith
by disfranchifing, or fines for the ufe of the cor- -
poration. ‘The common council fhall decide in
all controverted elections of officers. The com-

“ mon
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mon council may be called by the mayor, or 1
his abfence by the recorder:—fine of a member-
for non-attendance not exceeding twenty-thii-
lings for the ufe of the corporation. The cor-
poration may eftablith as many ferries as they
may fee fit, and let the fame. To hold a mar-
ket at five or more different places every day of
the week, excepting Sunday : to fix the affize of
bread, wine, &c. The mayor with four or more
aldermen may make {reemen, fees not to exceed
five pounds :—none but freemen fhall retail goods
or exarciiz any trade, (penalty five pounds) no
aliens to be made free. To commit common
vagahonds, ere€t work-houfes, goals, and almf-
houfes. The mayor to appoint the clerk of the
market, and water bailift'; to licenfe carmen,
porters, criers, {cavengers, and the like; to give
licence to taverns and retailers of ftrong drink
for one year, not exceeding thirteen thillings per
licence ; felling without licence five pounds cur-
rent money toties quoties. ‘The mayor, deputy
mayor, recorder, and aldermen for the time be-,
ing, to be juftices of the peace. The mayor,
deputy mayor, and recorder, or any of them,
with three or more of the aldermen, fhall hold
qudrter feffions, not to fit exceeding four days.
Moreover, recorder; and aldermen, to be named
in all commiffions of oyer and terminer, and goal
delivery. The mayor, deputy mayor, recorder,

or any one of them, with three or more of the
“ aldermen,
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aldermen, fhall and may hold every Tuefday a
court of record, to try all civil caufes, real, per-
fonal, or mixed, within the city and county. May
adjourn the mayor’s court to any time not ex-
ceeding twenty-eight days. The corporation to
have a common clerk, who fhall be alfo clerk
of the court of record, and feffions of the peace ;
to be appointed during his good behaviour, by
the governor. Eight attornies in the beginning,
but as they drop, only fix to be allowed, during
their good behaviour, for the mayor’s ccurt;
the mayor’s court to have the direction and cog-
nifance of the attornies, who, upon a vacancy,
fhall recommend one to the governor for his ap-
probation. The mayor, recorder, or any alder-
man, may, with or without ajury, determine in
cafes not exceeding forty fhillings value. No
freeman inhabitant fhall be obliged to ferve in
any office out of the city. A grant and confir-
mation to all the nhabitants of their heredita-
ments, &c. paying the quit-rent referved by their
grants. The corporation may purchafe and hold
hereditaments, &c, {o as the clear yearly value
exceed not three thoufand pounds fterling, and
the fame to difpofe of at pleafure. To pay a
quit-rent of thirty fhillings proclamation money
a year, befides the beaver fkin, and five fhil-
lings current money in former charters required,
No adtion td be allowed againft the corporation
for any matters or caufe whatoever prior to this

“ charter,
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© charter. A pardon of all profecutions, for-
« feitures, &c. prior to this charter. This grant
 or the inrolment thereof [record] fhall be valid
“ in law, notwithftanding of imperfections, the
“ imperfections may in time coming be rectified at
“ the charge of the corporation.”

Colonel Montgomery, during the fhort time he
acted as governor there, was charged with mak-
ing judges without the advice of the council ; but
he died in July 1731, and his government in ge-
neral has been greatly applauded. He is particu-
farly mentioned, as having been a great promoter
of mathematical knowledge in the colony. At the
time Mr. Montgomery died, Rip Van Dam, Efq.
‘being prefident of the council, acted in the capa-
city of governor and commander in chief of New
York. It unfortunately happened for our Ameri-
ean provinces, at the time we now treat of, that a
government in any of our coloniés in thofe parts,
was fcarcely looked upon in any other light than
that of an hofpital, where the favourites of the
miniftry might lie till they had recovered their
broken fortunes; and oftentimes they ferved as afy-
lums from their creditors. Upon the death of co-
lonel Montgomery, the French and their Indians
became extremely troublefome to the people of
New York, and the prefident gave notice accord-
ingly to Mr. Belcher at Bofton, who took the pro-
per methods for obviating the danger. It was in
the year 1732, when colonel Cofby arrived at his

government
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goveﬁmdnt at New York; and - in the mean
while, the prefident Van Dam, bad, at the colo-
nel’s requeft, advanced feveral fums on his ac.
count, which, on the governor’s arrival, he not
only refufed to repay, bur commenced actions for
arrears of perquittes and fees belunging to him,
which he alledged had been received by Van Dam.
Thefe altercations were attended with very bad
confequences to the civil and commercial ftate of
the colony ; for the governor availed himfelf of
his fuperior autBority in the colony to opprefs Van
Dam ;—but the chief juftice Morrice gave his opi-
nion flatly in contradiction to the governor, whofe
daughter was manied to lord Auguftus Fitzroy,
then captain of a man of war upon that flation,
It was during the government of that gentleman,
that the French and their Indian allies grew extreme-
Iy troublefome to the people of New Englind,
which drew from the pen of the. very intelligent
Mr. Dummer, the New England agent, the fol-
lowing reproaches againft the government of New
York : ¢ New York has always kept idelf in a
“ ftate of neutrality, contributing nothing to the
¢ common fafety of the Britith colonies, while the
¢ Canada Indians, joined by parties of the French,
“ ufed to make their route by the borders of
« New York, without any moleftation from the
¢ Englith of that province, ard fall upon the out-
¢ towns of New England. This behaviour was
¢ the more unpardonable in that government ; be-
4 “ caufe

R
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caufe they have four hundred regular troops
maintained them at the king’s charge, and
have five nations of the Iroquois on their con-
fines, who are entirely dependent on them, and
might eafily, had they been engaged in the
common caufe, have intercepted the French in
their marches, and thereby have prevented the
depredations on his majeny’s fubjects of New
England. Solemn and repeated applications
were made to the government of New York by
the governors of the Maffachufets, Connecticut,
and Rhode Ifland, in joint letters on this fubject,
but in vain. The anfwer was, They could not
think it proper to engage their Indians in actual
war, left they fhould endanger their own fron-
tiers, and bring upon themielves an expence
which they were in no condition to provide for.
And thus the poor colonies, whofe conftitution
was charter-government, were left to bear the
whole burden, without any help from thofe
provinces, whofe governors held their commif-
fions from the crown.”

By this change, it appears, that the people of

New York in general thought they were by no
means obliged to invelve themfelves in inconveni-
ences on account of their neighbours; and, to
fay the truth, the profperity of their colony was,
in a great meafure, owing to their cultivating a
good underftanding with .the native Indians of all
nations, not to mention, that, by the fituation of

Vor, L Cc their
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their country, their frontier was more expofed than
that of any other colony to the inroads of thofe
barbarians, 'This appeared in the year 1734,
when the motions of the Indians, under the Freach
influence, made them apprchenfive of an invafion,
Upon this occafion, the affembly, without enter-
ing upon any offenfive meafures, came to feveral
refolutions for their own defence, Six thoufand
pounds were voted for fortifying the city of New
York ; four thoufand for ereting a ftone fort, and
other conveniences for foldiers and artillery at Al-
bany ; eight hundred for a fort and blockhoufes at
Schenectady, and five hundred for managing the
Senccas, and, if practicable, for building fortifi-
cations in their country.

In the mean time, the condut of the governor
Cofby, became more obnoxious to the inhabitants,
He had altered the chiet juftice Morrice out of his
place, for oppofing him in his difpute with Van
Dam, and he had turned the courts of law into a
court of chancery ; againft which the lawyers of the
province had flatly given their opinions; faying,
thar the conflitution of the courts in that colony
were originally the fame with thofe in England,
Thofe proceedings rendered the governor and his
adminiflration fo unpopular, that one John Peter
Zenger, a printer, was privately encouraged by
the inhabitants to publith a weekly journal, where-
in the political affairs of the colony, and the go-

yernor



IN AMERIC A 195

vernor and his council, were very boldly treated.
About two months after the firft publication - of
this paper, De Lancey, the new chief juftice,
charged the grand jury to find a bill againft Zen-
ger, which they refufed to do. Upon this, a
committee of the council and the aflembly con-
ferred together, and the former required the latter
to join with them in a vote for burning three
numbers of the faid journal. But when the
committee of aflembly reported the refult of
the conference, it was refolved to take no
concern in the matter, and they returned the pa-
pers left with them by the committee of the coun-
cil. The latter, upon this, ordered, by their own
authority, the papers in queftion to be burned,
which was executed by the hands of the fheriffi
One Hamilton, a lawyer of Philadelphia, came to
New York on purpofe to plead Zenger’s caufe,
and the jury brought in the prifoner not guilty.
Mr. Cofby, was fucceeded in the adminiftration in
1736, by George Clarke, Efq. and in May 1741,
- the honourable George Clinton, Efq. uncle to the
carl of Lincoln, and afterwards admiral of the
white, was nominated to the government of New
York. Nothing remarkable happened with re-
gard to this colony during the two laft adminiftra-
tions, till the breaking out of the late war with
France, of which we fhall treat in its proper
place, that we may avoid impropriety as much as
Cca2 . pofible
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poffible, as the hiftory of all the Britifh empire in
America, without dull repetitions is our defign.

This is a crown-government, adminiftered by a
governor, who has his commiffion under the broad
feal of England. The legiflative power and au-
thority is lodged in the governor; the council,
who are twelve in number, appointed by the king,
but are filled up by the governor when vacancies
happen, and twenty-feven reprefentatives elected
by the people. In other refpets the government is
as conformable to the laws of England as that of
a colony can be. ‘The cxercife of the government
is in the governor and council ; of whom five is a
quorum, and upon the death or abfence of the
governor, the firft in nomination in the council is
to prefide. The people chufe their reprefentatives,
the numbers of whom are fixed by the crown ; and
thofe reprefentatives have much the fame privileges
‘with the members of the Britith parliament. All
modes of the chriftian religion not detrimental to
fociety are tolerated in this colony, but that of the
Romif church 5 an impolitic exception, too much
practifed in our colonies, which ought by their na-
ture to admit all nations and religions in the world,
{o long as they demean themfelves as good citizens,
and dutiful fubjeéts to the form of government
by law duly eftablifhed.

As to the trade of New York, it confifts in
wheat, flour, fkins, furs, oil of whales, and fca-calves,

iron
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iron and copper, of both which very rich mines
have been difcovered there. There is a very
great intercourfe between this colony and the
Indians. ‘The induftry of the inhabitants is equal
to that of any people on the face of the globe.
They trade not only with England but with
Spain, Portugal, Africa, and all the Weft-India
iflands, not excepting the French and Dutch, and
even with the Spanifh continent in America, by
which means they are enabled to pay in gold and
filver for the manufattures they bring from their
mother-country. The foil of the province is fer-
tile almoft beyond belief. All kind of black cat-
tle are more numerous here than in any European
country, and they have a breed of excellent horfes
of their own. The trade of the inhabitants is
chiefly carried on by water-carriage, and fhips of
five hundred tons may come up to the wharfs of
the city, and be always afloit. Hudfon’s river,
where it runs by New York, is above three miles
broad, and proves a noble conveyance for the
goods' of the counties of Albany, Ulfter, Dutchefs,
Orange and Winchefter to that city, of which
we fhall give a circumftantial defcription before
we conclude this fection.. The facility of the
voyage from New York to England and the
Weft Indies, has been of infinite fervice to
this colony; for by the lownefs of the freight,
they purchafe furs at a very cheap rate for ftrouds,

[a wooller
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[a woollen manufature eftablithed at Stroud in
England] and other woollen goods; all which are
fure of a ready vent with the Indians. Briftol is
the chief place in England, which the colonifts of
New York trade with, and they generally per-
form, at leaft, two voyages in a year with fo much
fafety, that the infurance upon fhipping in time of
peace is no more than two per cent. As to the
amount of their trade with their mother eountry,
it was feven years ago computed that their imports
from it was annually about one hundred and fifty
thoufand pounds ; but they are fince fo much in-
creafed with the trade of the colony, that we can-
not venture to affign them a value.

Ofwego, formerly mentioned, is a fort, and In-
dian trading place in times of peace, with. agar-
rifon of foldiers taken from the four indepen-
dent regular companies, to prevent any diforders
in trade, this being in the feafon a kind of Indian
fair : laft French war the garrifon confifted of two
hundred men of regular troops and militia, and the
French did not find it convenient to moleft them. Our
traders with the Indians fit out from Albany, and
pay 2 certain duty upon what they vend and
buy at Ofwego : their route is from Alba'ny to
Sehenetady town, or corporation upon Mohocks
river, fixteen miles land carriage ; thence up Mo-
hocks river; in this river is only one fhort carry-
ing place at a fall in that river; from Mohocks
river a carrying place of three to five miles ac-

cording



IN AMERICA., 199

cording to the feafons, here are convenient Dutch
Jand carriages to be hired, to a river which falls
into the Oneidas lake ; then from this lake down
Onondagoes river to Ofivego trading place upon
lake Ontario ; there is a fhort fal! in Onondagoes
river. Almoft the whole of the eaft fide of the
Ontario lake lies in the Onondagoes country.
From Ofwego fort to Niagara falls, on French fort
Dononville are about one hundred and fixty miles,
and from Ofwego forty-fix miles to fort Frontenac,
alfo called Cataraqui fort, where the lake vents
by Cataraqui river, which with the Outawze ri-
ver makes St. Laurence river called the Great Ri-
ver of Canada; this fort Frontenac is about two
hundred miles down that rocky river to Montreal.

By conjecture of the French Coureurs des bois
in round numbers, the circumference of five great
lakes or inland feas of North America, are, Onta-
rio, two hundred leagues, Erie, two hundred
leagues, Hurons three hundred leagues, Mihagan,
three hundred leagues, and the upper lake five
hundred leagues,

The Mohock nation of our allied New York
Indians live on the fouth fide of a branch of Hud-
fon’s river, called Mohocks river, but not on the
north fide thereof, as is reprefented in the French
maps, The Oneidas nation lie about one hundred
miles weft from Albany, near the head of the
Mohocks river. The Onondagoes lie about one
hundred and thirty miles weft from Albany. The

Tufca-
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Tufcatoras, an adventitious or fixcth nation live
partly with the Oneidas, and partly with the
Onondagoes. The Cayugas about one hundred
and tixty miles weft from Albany. The Senecas
who live upon the frontiers of Pennfylvania are
about one hundred and forty miles weft from Al-
bany. A noted French writer, M. de Lifle, calls
thefe nations by the name of Iroquois.

Formerly the French had popith miffionaries
with the Oncidas, Onondagoes, and Cayugas, and
endeavoured to keep them in their intereft.

There is fcarce any beaver in the country of the
Five Nations ; therefore their hunting at a great
diftance from home, eccafions frequent jarrings
with other Indian nations ; this trains them up by
practice, to be better warriors than the other Indian
nations.

The province of New York has two cities;
the firft is called by the name of the province it-
felf. It was denominated New Amfterdam when
the Dutch poffefled it, but it has changed its
name along with its mafters. This city is moft
commodioufly fituated for trade, upon an excellent
harbour, in an ifland called Manahatton, about
fourteen miles long, though not above one or two
broad. This ifland lies juft in the mouth of the
river Hudfon, which difcharges itfelf here after a
long courfe. This is one of the nobleft rivers in
America. Itis navigable upwards of two hundred
miles. The tide flows one hundred and fifty.

The
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The city of New-York contains upwards of two
thoufand houfes, and above twelve thoufand inha-
bitants, the defcendants of Dutch and Englifh.
It is well and commodioufly built, extending a mile
in length, and about haif that in breadth, and has
a very good afpe&t from the fea; but it is by no
means properly fortified. The houfes are built of
brick, in the Dutch tafte ; the ftreets not regular,
but well paved. There is one large church built
for the church of England worlhip ; and three
others, a Dutch, a French, and a Lutheran. The
town has a very flourithing trade, and in which
great profits are made. The merchants are wealthy,
and the people in general moft comfortably pro-
vided for, and with a_moderate labour., - From the
year 1749 to 1750, two hundred and thirty-two
veflels have been entered in this port, and two
hundred and eighty-fix cleared outwards. In thefe
veflels were fhipped fix thoufand feven hundred
and thirty-one tons of provifions, chiefly flour,
and a vaft quantity of grain; of which I have no
particular account. In the year 1755, the export
of flax-feed to Ireland amounted to twelve thou-
fand five hundred and twenty-eight hogfheads.

The inhabitants of the province are between
eighty and an hundred thoufand ; the lower clafs
eafy, the better fort rich and hofpitable; great
freedom of fociety ; and the entry to foreigners
made eafy by a general toleration of all religious
perfuafions. In a word, this province yields to no

Vor. L. Dd part
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part of America in the healthfulnefls of its a_ir,
and the fertility of its foil. It is much fuperior
in the great convinience of water-carriage, which
fpeedily, and at the fighteil expence, carries the
piouét of the remcii farms 1o a certzin and pro-
titable marlet.

Upon the river Iludfon, about one hundred
and £y miles from New York, is Albany 5 a
town of rot fo much note for its number of
houtes or i1 hitants, as for the great trade which
is carried on wih the inJians, and indeed, by
connivarce, with the French for the ufe of the
tame people.  This wade t lies off a great quan-
iity of courfe woulen oods, fuch as ftrouds and

vfils 5 ard vauth thefe, gurs, hatchets, knives,
hoes, keitles, powder and Lot befides fhirts and
cloaths ready made, and feveral other articles.
Here it is that the treaties and other tranfations
between us and the lrcquois Indians are nego-
tiated.

The province of New Jerfey was formerly
under_ the fame governor as New-York 5 and it
formed part of New YKclland when conquered
from the Dutch. It is czitain, Lowever, that it
was not inhabited by the i ngiilh long after the
difcovery, and the firlt Euvropeans we find fettled
here were the Sweles, who chiefly feated on the
fouth of the river Raritan, now called Delaware
river, towards the ricnticis of Pennfylvania, Here
they had three towns, Chriltina, Gottembourgh and

Ll{un-
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Elfunbourg, which laft retains its name to this
day. Notwithftanding this, it was afterwards found,
or pretended, when Charles II. perceived it con-
venient for his purpofe, that Sebaftian Cabot had
formerly taken poflefion of all this coaft in the
name of Henry VII. of England. Be this as it
will, it is certain that the Swedes in general hav-
ing no great turn for commercial affairs or territo-
rial improvements, fuffered their fettlement here to
languith 5 fo that the Dutch almoft entirely planted
the north parts of New Jerfey by the name of
Nova Belgia, and, about the year 16635, Rizing,
the Swedith general, fold to them all the Swedith
pofleflions,  After this, New Jerfey, with the
three lower counties of Pennfylvania upon Dela-
ware river, became part of the New Netherlands
or Nova Belgia, When the reduction of this pro-
vince was refolved upon by Charles II. he made a
previous grant of both the property and govern-
ment of it to his brother the duke of York, by a
deed, dated March 12, 1663; and the duke
affigned the government of that port, which is
called New Jerfey, to the lord Berkley and Sir
George Carterct.  This laft grant was poiterior to
the duke of York’s commiffion granted to gover-
nor Nichols, The firft licutenant-governor of
New Jerfev, fo called from the great property Sir
George Carteret had in the ifland of Jerfey, was
Philip Carteret, Efq. who entered on his govern-
ment in Auguft 1065, The duke of York’s grars

Ddz was



204 BRITISH EMPIRE

was from the Noorde Rivier, now called Hudfon's
river, to the Zuyde Rivier, now called Delaware
river ; and up Hudfon’s river to forty-one degrees
nortl latitude, and up Delaware river to forty-one
degrees forty minutes, and from thefe two ftations
headed by a ftrait line acrofs, It does not appear
that, when this grant was made, the Dutch oppofed
it, or the fettlement that was made by the proprie.
tors under the duke of York. When the New
Netherlands were conquered from the Dutch, it
was thought proper, that king Charles thould re-
new his grant to his brother, who byleafe and releafe,
on thetwenty-eighth and twenty-ninthof July, 1674,
conveyed to Sir George Carteret the eaftern divifion
of New Jerlers, divided from the weftern divifion
of the Jerieys, by a ftrait line from the fouth-eaft
point of Little Egg Harbour, on Barnegate Creek,
being about the middle between Sandy Hook and
Cape May, to a kill or creek a little below Ren-
cokus Kill on Delaware river, and thence (about
thirty-five miles) by a firait courfe along Delaware
river, up to forty-one degrees forty minutes north
latitude, the north divifional line between New
York and the Jerfeys, When Mr, Carteret enter-
ed upon his government, which comprehended the
Joirt concern of both the proprietors, the people of
Elizabeth town were extremely unmanageable,
and upon the commencement of the quit-rents,
on the twenty-fifth of March, 1670, they refufed to
pay them, under pretence that thcy held their poffef~

fiong
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fions by Indian grants, and .not from the proprie-
tors. ‘This mutiny went fo far, that they, in fad,
difplaced their governor, and chofe 2 new one, 2
diffolute fon of Sir George Carteret, fo that the go-
vernor was obliged to go to England with his
complaints. In the mean time, the conqueft of
the New Netherlands happening, every thing grew
more quiet, and governor Carteret returned in No-
vember, 1674, with new conceflions, as they were
called, which confirmed the public tranquility,
Sir George Carteret, as we have feen, having ob-
tained Eaft Jerfey, the Weft Jerfey, which borders
upon Pennfylvania, remained to lord Berkeley ;
and he, in 1676, refigned his right therein to Wil-
liam Penn, Efq. Mr. Gawen Laurie, of London,
merchant, Mr. Nicholas Lucas, of London, mer-
chant, and Mr. Edward Bylling, who agreed
upon a new partition with Sir George Carteret,
which was confirmed by the duke of York, and
afterwards by a general affembly of the Jerfeys,
On the twenty-fifth of December, 1678, Sir George
Carteret made over Eaft Jerfey to certain truftees,
who were to fell it at his death ; and accordingly,
on the fecond of February, 1681, they affigned it te
the following twelve perfons: William Penn, Ro-
bert Weft, Thomas Rudyard, Samuel Groom,
Thomas Hart, Richard Mew, Thomas Wilcox,
Ambrofe Riggs, John Haward, Hugh Hartfhorn,
Clement Plumfted, and Thomas Cooper ; and
thefe twelve proprietors conveyed one half of

their
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their intereft to twelve other perfons feparately,
viz. Robert Berkeley, Edward Bylling, Robert
Turner, James Brien, Arent Soumans, William
Gibfon, Gawen Laurie, Thomas Barker, Thomas
Evarner, James earl of Perth, Robert Gordon,
and John Drummond. This conveyance was af-
terwards confirmed by the duke of York. Soon
after this, the proprietors fold thares of Eaft New
Jerfey to James Drummond, earl of Perth, John
Drummond, Efq. Sir George Mackenzie, Robert
Rarclay, and David Barclay of Ury, Efquires; Ro-
bert Gordon, Efq. Mr. Robert Burnet, Mr. Gow-
en Laurie, Mr. Thomas Nairn, Mr. James Braine,
Mr. William Dockwra, Mr. Peter Soumans, Mr.
William Gibfon, Thomas Cox, Efq. Mr. Walter
Benthal, Mr. Robert Turner, Mr. Thomas Barker,
and Mr. Edward Bylling. The conveyances to thofe
gentlemen were likewife confirmed by the duke of
York in 1682. A governor and lieutenant-gover-
nor were then provided, the nomination of the for-
mer, falling upon Robert Barclay, the famous
quaker, and of the latter upon Gawen Laurie.

It muft be confefled that the mixture of proprie-
tors in this fettlement was very extraordinary.
They confifted of very high prerogative men, (ef-
pecially thofe from Scotland) of diffenters, papifts,
and quakers. It is pretended Ly fome people,
that this heterogencous mixture of different re-
ligions was privately encouraged by the duke of
York, that he might make an experiment of that

favouritg
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favourite toleration, which he afterwards, fo fatally
for himfelf, attempted to introduce into England.
It is remarkable, that though all the patentees of
lord Berkeley’s divifion of Weft New Jerfey, 'ex-~
cepting one, were proprietors of Eaft New Jerfey,
yet their governments ftill continued to be diftinct.
The Scots, however, who were the principal fet-
tlers, were ill fitted for fuch an undertaking ; and
the fettlement of Eaft New Jerfey languifhed moft
miferably. The proprietors chofe Mr. William
Dockwra for their regifter and fecretary, and one
Lockhart for their marfhal. They then proceeded
to fchemes of partition, and laid out counties,
parithes, and towns, referving to themfelves one
feventh.—The terms of purchafe were, that every
mafter of a family was to have fifty acres fet out,
twenty-five for his wife, and each of his children
and fervants, paying twelve-pence a head to the
regifter ; fervants, when their times expired, were
to have thirty acres. All perfons to pay two-
pence an acre quit-rent, or purchafe their freeholds
at fifty fhillings for every twenty-five acres taken
up.—Mr. Laurie, who had a confiderable intereft
in Weft New Jerfey, was thought to be partial to
that divifion ; for while he held the government
before Berkeley’s arrival, he rcfufed to obey the
proprietors in removing the courts from Elizabeth-
town to Perth Amboy, the fitvation of which
pointed it out as the capital of the province; but,
had every thing elle fucceeded with our fettlers,

they
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they were under one capital defect, that muft have
gverthrown all their fchemes; we mean, the
want of induftry and inhabitants.  After the revo-
tution, in 1696, colonel Andrew Hamilton was
appointed governor, and was fucceeded the next
year by Jeremiah Baffe, Efq. who being recalled,
colonel Hamilton, was reinftated in the government,
which a few months after was given to Bafle.
The latter was fucceeded by colonel Andrew
Brown, who held it at the time that the proprie-
tors furrendered the fovereignty of it to queen
Anne, in 1501.

As to Weft Jerfey, or lord Berkeley’s divifion,
from the year 1674, Sir Edmund Andros, whom
we have fpoken of in the hiftory of New Eng-
Iand, fome fay by virtue of a commiffion from the
duke of York, wrefted the government from lord
Berkeley’s affignees ; but they recovered it, and
having obtained a new grant in 1680, they chofe
Edward Bylling, Efq. for their governor. In
1690, Dr. Daniel Cox, of the college of phyfici-
ans in London, having purchafed the greateft part
of the property of Weft Jerfey, appointed himfelf
governor, but never went over thither, and at laft
fold all his intereft there for nine thoufand pounds,
to Sir Thomas Lane. All this while, the conten-
tions amongft the fharers of both the Jerfevs, as
well as about matters of property the right of ap-
pointing a governor, had reduced the two pro-
vinces to a moflt lamentable condition; and the

pro-
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proprietors wifely refolved to refign its government
to the crown, referving all their other rights.  Ac-
cordingly, on the twenty-fecond of April, 1702,
Sir Thomas Lane, in the name of the proprietors
of Weft New Jerfey, and Mr. William Dockwra,
in the name of thofe of Eaft New Jerfey, having
refigned the governments of thefe refpe&ive pro-
vinces to queen Anne, her majefty immediately
appointed the lord Cornbury for their governor ;
and his fecretary was Mr. Baffe, the late governor.
At the fame time, the proprictors obtained of the
crown, in favour of themfelves and of the people, a
fet of ftanding inftructions, which were to ferve as
rules for the conduét of future governors. The
heads of thofe inftruftions were well calculated
for the good of the colony. The firft was, That
the governor thould confent to no tax upon lands
that were vacant or unprofitable. The fecond, That
no lands fhould be purchafed of the Indians, but
by the general proprietors ; and the third, which
was a moft excellent provifion, wias, That all lands
purchafed fhould be improved by the poffeffors.
The government of the two Jerfeys was then held
by a governor, council, and affembly. The coun-~
cil was to be chofen by the governer, who had
power to appoint his lieutenant governor; and
though the price of lands was ftill very low, yet
after the two provinges came into one government,
the affairs of the colony took a very favourable
tyrn. It then appeared that the two provinces of

Vor. L Ee the
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the Eaft and Weft New Jerfeys, had in fa& been
made jobbs of by different proprietors, who had
beught them, without the leaft regard to the good
of the colonies, but that they might fell them
again. For many years, the governors of the pro-
vince of New Jerfey (for fo it was called) was
vefted in the governor of New York ; and, before
the peace of Utrechr, it was thought to contain
above fixteen thoufand inhabitants.  Upon the
death of colonel Cofby, it appears that the govern-
ment of the Jerfeys was wholly detached from
that of New York, and was given to Lewis Mor-
rice, Efq. who had been chief juftice of New
York, and died May 14, 1746, He was fucceed-
ed by Jonathan Belcher, Efq. whofe firft meeting
with the provincial affembly was on the twenty-
fecond of Auguft the fame year. The hiftory of
New Jerfey now falling in with that of the other
Britith colonies of America, during the laft wars
with France, we fhall therefore procced to its
civil hiftory.

In the cvil conftitution of New Jerfey, we find
there were three negatives, 1. That of the governor,
who is likewife_ vice-admiral and chancellor of
the province. 2. That of the council, which,
with the governor, forms a court of error and
chancery. 3. Of the houfe of reprefentatives,
twenty of whom ferve for counties, and the re-
maining four for the two towns or cities, as they

are
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are called, of Perth Amboy and Burlington. This
houfe, though no court of judicature, has the
privilege of inquiring into the - mal-adminiftration
of the courts of juftice. Upon. the duke of
York’s granting the two Jerfeys to lord Berkeley
apd Sir George Carteret, Nicholls, who was then
governor of New Jerfey for that duke, appre-
hending that he might be fuperfeded in his govern-
ment, took advantage of the inftrutions of his
patent, and gave leave to certain perfons to pur-
chafe lands from the Indians, fubje& to certain
quit-rents ; and the like was dene by Carteret,
the firft governor under the affignees. Such pur-
chafes being expreflly againft the {pirit of the duke
of . York’s grant, and yet good in law, created
inexpreflible difturbances and confufion in this
government ; but the Indian purchafers feem to
have had the better in the difpute, which, we ap-
prehend, was never fully decided.

New Jerfey, according to the common maps, is
bounded on the fouth-eaft by Delaware Bay ; and
by that river on the fouth and weft; and, on the
north, by New York and unknown countries ; and
by the Atlantic Ocean on the eaft. It lies between
thirty-five degrees forty-one minutes, and thirty-
nine degrees ten minutes of north latitude ; and
between feventy-three degrees forty-fix minutes,
and feventy-five degrees fifteen minutes weft longi-
tude. It is in length on the fea-coaft, and along
Hudfon’s River,thatis, from fouth to north, about one

Ee2 hundred
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hundred and forty miles, and about eighty twhere
broadeft ; but this menfuration is all conjeture.
Eaft Jerfey is divided into four counties, viz. thofe
of Monmouth, Middlefex, Effex, and Bergen. It
contains a town called Middleton, which s twenty-
fix miles fouth of Pifcataqua ; but its principal
town is Shrewfbury, which is the moft fouthern
town in the province, and contains about thirry
thoufand out-plantation acres. Between Shrewfs
bury and Middleton is an iron-work. The chief
town of Effex-county, and indecd in both the Jer-
feys, is Elizabeth town, which lies oppofite to the
weftward of Staten ifland. The greateft part of
the trade of the province is here carried on.
Newark is another town in Effex county, and
has annexed to it about fifty thoufand acres; but
part of them remains {till to be cultivated. Mid-
dlzfex county has for its chief town Perth Amboy,
which, in reality, ought to be the provinaal town
cf Eaft Jerfey. Itttands near the mouth of Dcla-
ware river, as it runs into the mouth of Sandy
Hook bay, which is never frozen, and is capaci-
ous enough to contain five hundred thips. It is
generally allowed that this might have been ren-
dercd one of the fin=ft towns in all North America,
had it not been for the extraordinary mifmanage-
ment of the Scotch planters, and the bad conduét
of Gawen laurie, the deputy-governor. Ber-
gen county lies upon Hudfon’s River, and is ex-
wemely well watersd 5 but, in general, it is but

thinly
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thinly inhabited. Brunfwick is another town in
this province, where a college for the inftruction
of youth was eftablithed October 22, 1746, by
governor Belcher, The truftees of this college
are generally prefbyterians, and it is governed by a
“prefident.

As to Weft Jerfey, it was intended by Dr. Cox
to be laid out into feven counties ; but this pro-
je€t never took effect. It is not fo well planted
as Eaft Jerfey, though it lies equally commodious
for trade. The only fpot of ground that retains
the name of a county is that of Cape May, which
lies at the mouth of Delaware Bay, dividing the
two Jerfeys. Burlington, which lies in an ifland
in the middle of Delaware River, oppofite to Phi-
ladelphia, is the capital of the province, the courts
and the affemblies of Weft Jerfey being holden here.
It is well fituated for trade, the town is well built,
with town-houfes, and two bridges. Weft New
Jerfey’ has an eafy communication by the river
JEfopus with New York, and with Maryland by
another river, which comes within four miles of
Chefapeak-bay. A project was once on foot for
joining this river and the bay by an artificial canalj
but it met with fuch oppofition from the inhabi-
tants of Virginia and Maryland, that it came to
nothing.

Notwithftanding the inexpreffible difadvantages
under which New Jerfey fo long laboured from
the nature of its conflitution, the multiplicity of

: s
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its owners, and the uncertainty of their tenures ; yet
the inhabitants have made a moft furprifing pro-
grefs, both in trade and agriculture fince they
were under the government «f the crown. This
is owing to their comm~dious fituation, which, in
a manner, invites commerce to refide amongft them,
and from their being lefs expofed than many of
their neighbours are to thc infults of the favages.
The people of New Jerfey had their fhare of the
trouble and expence of the Canada expedition in
1710 ; but fince that time they have recovered
their credit {o greatly, that their paper-cutrency,
to the amount of fixty thoufand pounds, has more
credit than that of either Pennfylvania or New
York, for the Pennfvlvania billsare not received at
New York, nor thofe of ew York at Pennfylva-
nia; but the New Jerfey bills circulate through
both thofe provinces. As before the peace of Utrecht
the inhabitants of New Jerfey were computed at fix-
teen thoufand, fo at prefent they amount to near fixty
thoufand. During the wars between France and
England, they contributed very confiderably towards
carrying them on; and n the vear 1746, when there
was a fcheme for invading Canada, they raifed
and vittualled five companies of one hundred
men each. As to the trade of New Jerfey, it is
an excellent corn countiv; and it is faid to raife
more wheut than any other colonies ; they like-
wife raife fome flax and hemp. They chiefly trade
with New York avd Pennfylvania, where they

difpo’s
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difpofe of their grain; but of late they have
come into a confiderable trade for provifion with
the Antilles; and they fend to Portugal, Spain,
and the Canaries, tobacco, oil, fith, grain, and
other provifions. By means of employing ne-
groes, as their neighbours do, in cultivating thelr
lands, they have of late more than double their
value ; and they now work a copper ore mine,
and manufafture iron ore into pigs and bars. To
give the reader fome idea of the prefent value of
this country, the property of half of which {ome
years ago was thought dear at nine thoufand
pounds, and, indeed, was deemed not worth
holding, we thall here infert fome articles of their
imports and exports from the twenty-fourth of
June, to the fame day next year, — [Exported,
Flour, fix thoufand four hundred and twenty-four
barrels; bread, one hundred and fixty-eight thou-
fand five hundred weight; beef and pork, three
‘hundred and fourteen barrels; grain, feventeen
thoufand nine hundred arnd forty-one buthels;
hemp, fourteen thoufand weight. Some firkins of
butter, fome hams, beer, flax-feed, bar-iron, fome
lumber.  Imported, rum, thirty-nine thoufand,
fix hundred and fevenry gallons ; molaffes, thirey-
one thoufand, fix hundred gallons; fugar, tiwo
thoufand eighty-nive hundred weight; pitch, tar,
and turpentine, four hundred thirty-fcven barrels ;
wines, - one hundred twenty-three pipes; falt,
tivelve thoufand feven hundred fifty-nine buthels. |

: The
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The principal rivers in the province of New Jer-
fey, are the Noerde Rivier or Hudfon’s River,
which we have already delineated in the fection of
New York, and Zuide Rivier or Delaware River.
We fhall here take notice, that in the Jerfey
fide of this River are feveral thort creeks. Thefe
of Cohanfy, and of Salem twenty miles higher,
make one diftriét of cuftom-houfe ; at Bridlington
twenty miles above Philadelphia is another cuftom
diftri¢t.—Thefe two cuftom-houfe diftricts, their
quarterly entries and clearances of veflels, are ge-
nerally little, and fcarce deferve the name of preven-
tive creecks. The main branch of Delaware River
come from Cat-kill mountains, a few miles weft
of the fountains of Scoharie River, a branch of
the Mohocks River.  Raritan River falls into San-
dy Hook Bay at Amboy point ; the tide flows twelve
miles up to Brunfwick :—at the mouth of this river
is the only confiderable fea-port and cuftom-houfe
of New Jerfey, Here is the city of Perth Amboy,
it is the capital of the province of New Jerfey,
and here are kept the provincial records: there is
a good deep water harbour and promifing coun-
try ; but notwithftanding, it has only the appear-
ance of a mean village. The name is a compound
af Perth, the honorary title of the late Drummond,
earl of Perth, and Amboy its Indian name.

The fea line of New Juriey, 1s Arthur Cul Bay,
and Amboy Sound, between Staten Ifland and

he
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the main, about twenty miles fouth. Thefereceive
the rivulets of Hackinfack, Paffaick, Bounds Creek,
and Raway; from Amboy Point to Sandyhook
(Sandy Hook isin Eaft Jerfey) twelve miles eaft from
- Sandy Hook to Cape May, one hundred and twenty
miles fouth wefterly, is a flat and double fandy
tfhore, having fome inlets practicable only by {mall
craft.

There are feveral chains or ridges of hills in this
-province, but of no confideration.

Perth Amboy is the provincial town of Eaft
Jerfey ; Bridlington is the province town of Weft
Jerfey, diftance fifty miles, where the general af-
fembly of all the Jerfeys fits alternately, and where
the diftin¢t provincial judicatories or fupreme courts
fit refpetively. Bridlington, commonly called Bur-
lington, is a pleafant village. Elizabeth Town
is the moft ancient corporation and confiderable
town of the province, Brunfwick in Eaft Jerfey
1s nearly the centre of the Eaft and Weft Jerfeys ;
where is lately eftablithed a college for the inftruc-
tion of youth, by a charter from governor Belcher,
dated Otober 22, 1746, with power to conferall de-
grees as in the univerfities of England: the prefent
truftees are generally prefbyterian, a majority of
-feven or more truftees have the management;
each fcholar and pays four pounds per annum, at
eight fhillings an ounce filver ; Mr. Jonathan Dic-
kenfon was their firft and, Mr. Burr is their

Vor. L, Ff prefent
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prefent prefident; in this college October 5, 1749,
commenced feven batchelors of arts.

The road as in prefent ufe, from New York
city to Philadelphia, is, from New York to Eli-
zabeth Town feventeen miles, thence to Brunfwvick
twenty-two miles, thence to Trent Town Ferry
thirty miles, thence to Philadelphia twenty miles;
being in all from the city of New York to Phi-
ladelphia one hundred and four miles. .

From Cape May to Salem are about fixty miles,
thence to Bridlington fifty miles, thence to Trent
Town falls fifteen miles. Thefe are the firft falls
of Delaware River, and fo high the tide flows:
below thefe falls when the tide is down and no
Tand floodings in the river. — The river itfelf is
fordable.

In the province of the Jerfeys are five corpora-
tions with courts; whereof three are in Eaft Jerfey,
the city of Perth Amboy, the city of New Brunf-
wick, and the borough of Elizabeth Town; and
two in Weift Jerfey, the city of Bridlington, alias
Burlington, and the borough of Trent Town. Of
thefe only two, 'erth Amboy and Burlington, fend
reprefentatives to the general affembly.

The two new out counties of Morris, and Trent,
icem hitherto not to have been reduced to any re-
gulations,

OF
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OF PENNSYLVANIA,

PENNSYLVANIA isinhabited by full two
hundred and fifty thoufand people, half of whom
are Germans, Swedes, or Dutch. Here you fee
the Quakers, Churchmen, Calvinifts, Lutherans,
Catholics, Methodifts, Menifts, Moravians, Inde-
pendants, the Anabaptifts, and the Dumplers, a fort
of German fe&, that live in fomething like a re-
ligious fociety, wear long beards, and a habit re-
fembling that of friars. In fhort, the diverfity of
people, religions, nations, and languages here, is
prodigious, and the harmony in which they live
together no lefs edifying. For, though every man,
who withes well to religion, is forry to fee the di-
verfity which prevails, and would, by all mild
and honeft methods, endeavour to prevent it; yet,
when once the evil has happened,-when there is
no longer an union of fentiments, it is glorious to
preferve atleaft an unionof affetions ;— itis a beau-
tiful profpe, to fee men take and give an equal
liberty; to fee them live, if not as belonging to
the fame church, yetas to the fame chriftian religi-
on; and if notto the fame religion, yet to the fame
great fraternity of mankind. Ido notobferve, that
the quakers, who had, and who ftill have in a
great meafure, the power in their hands, have
made ufe of it in any fort to perfecute; except
in the fingle cafe of George Keith, whom they firft

Ffa -+ imprifoned,
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imprifoned, and then banithed out of the province.
This Keith was originally a minifter of the church
of England, then a quaker, and afterwards return-
ed to his former miniftry. But whilft he remained
with the friends, he was a troublefome and litigi-
ous man, and was for pufhing the particularities
of quakerifm to yet more extravagant lengths, and
for making new refinements, even where the moft
enthufiaftic thought they had gone far enough;
which rath and turbulent condu¢t raifed fuch a
ftormn, as fhook the church he then adhered to,
to the very foundations.

This little fally into intolerance, as it is a fingle
inftance, and with great provocation, ought by no
means to be imputed to the principles of the qua-
kers, confidering the ample and humane latitude
they have allowed in all other refpects. It was
certainly a very right policy to encourage the im-
portation of foreigners into Pennfylvania, as well
as into our other colonies. By this we are great
gainers, without any diminution of the inhabitants
of Great Britain. But it has been frequently ob-
ferved, and, as it fhould feem, very juftly com-
plained of, that they are left ftill foreigners, and
likely to continue {o for many generations ; as they
have fchools taught, books printed, and even the
common news papers in their own language; by
which means, and as they poflefs large tralts of
the country without any intermixture of Englifh,
there is no appearance of their blending and be~

coming
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coming one people with us. This certainly is a
great irregularity, and the greater, as thefe forziga-
ers, by their induftry, frugality, and a hard way
of living, in which they greatly exczed our { wople,
have, in a manner, thruft them out in { veral
places ; fo as to threaten the colony with the dan-
ger of being wholly foreign in language, manneis,
and perhaps even inclinations. In the year 1750,
were imported into Pennfylvania and its dependens
ces, four thoufand three hundred and feventeen
Germans, whereas, of Britith and Irith but cne
thoufand arrived; a ccnfiderable number, if it were
not fo vaftly overbalanced by that of the fureigners.

I do by no means think that this fort of tranf-
plantations ought to be difcouraged ; I would only
cbferve, that the manner of their fettlement ought
to be otherwife reguiated, and means fought to
have them naturalized in reality.

The late troubles very unhappily reverfed
the fyftem fo long purfued, and with fuch great
fuccefs, in this part of the world. The Pennfyl-
vanians fuffered feverely by the incurfions of
the favage Americans as well as their neighbours;
but the quakers could not be prevailed upon,
by what did not direétly affelt thofe of their own
communion (for they were out of the way of
mifchief in the more fettled parts), to relinquith
their pacific principles; for which reafen, a con-
fiderable oppofition, ‘(in which, however, we muft
do the quakers the juftice to obferve they were

not
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not unanimous) was made, both within their af-
fembly and alfo without doors, againft granting
any money to carry on the war ; and the fame, or
a more vigorous oppofition, was made againft paff-
ing a militia bill. A bill of this kind has at length
pafled, but fearcely fuch as the circumftances of
the country, and the exigencies of the times, re-
'quired. Itmay, perhaps, appear an error, to have
placcd for great a part of the government in the
hands of nien who hold opinions directly contra-
ry to its cnd and defign.  As a peaceable, induf-
trious, honeft people, the quakers cannot be too
much cherithed ; but furely they cannot themfelves
complain that, when they value themfelves upon
norn-refiflance, they fhould not be entrufted with |
cares {o oppofite to their principles *.

* Mr. Penn, when, for his father’s fervices, and by his own
intereft at court, he obtained the inheritance of this country
and its government, faw that he could make the grant of value
to him only, by rendering the country as agreeable to all peo-
ple, as ea’e and government could make it. "To this purpofe,
he began by porchafing the foi!, at a very low rate indeed, from
the origiral pofliflors, to vhom it was of litctle ufe. By this
cheap att of jaftice at the beginning, he made all his dealings
for the future the more eafy, by prepoflefling the Indians with
a favegrable opicion of him and his defigns. he other part
of his rlan, whizh was, to people this country, after he had fe-
cured the poiicflion of it, he faw much facilitated by the unea-
finefs of his brethren the quakers in England, who, refufing
to pav the tythes and other church dues, fuffered a great deal
from the {piritual courts. Their high opinion of, and regard
for the mar, who was an honour to their new church, made

There



IN AMERICA 223

There are fo many good towns in the province
of Pennfylvania, even exceeding the capitals of
fome other provinces, that nothing could excufe
paffing them by, but Philadelphia’s drawing the
attention wholly o itfelf.  This city ftands
upon a tonguc of land, immediately at the con-
fluence of two fine rivers, the Delaware and the

them the more ready to follow him over the vaft ocean into an
untried climate and country. Neither was he himfelf wanting
in any thing which could encourage them. For he expended
large fums in tanfporting and finding them in all neceffaries;
and, not aiming at a fudden profit, he difpofed of his land at
a very light purchafe. But what crowned all was, that noble
charter of privileges, by which he rendered them as free as any pec-
ple in the world; and which has fince drawn fuch vaft numbers,
of fo many different perfuafions and fuch various counties, to
put themfelves under the protetion of his laws. He made the
moft perfedt freedom, both religious and civil, the bafis of this
cfiablifhment; and this has done more towards the fettling of
the province, and towards the fettling of it in 2 firong and per-
manent manner, than the wifeft regulations could have done
‘upou any other plan.  All perfous who profefs to believe one
God are freely tolerated; — thofe who believe in Jefus Chrift,
of whatever denomination, are not excluded from employments
and pofts.

This great man lived to fee an extenlive country called after
his own name; he lived to ‘e it peopled by his own wifdom,
the people free and flonrithing, and the mod flourithing people
in it of his own perfuafion; he lived to lay the foundations of
a fplendid and wealthy city; he lived to fee it promife every
thing from the fimation which he himfelf had chofen, and the
encouragement which he himfclf had given it; bui he died in
the Fleet prifon,

Schulkil.
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Schulkil. It is difpofed in the form of an ob-
long, defigned to extend two miles from river to
river ; but the buildings do not extend above a
mile and a half on the weft fide of Delaware in
length, and not more than half a mile where the
town is broadeft. The longeft ftretch, when the
original plan can be fully executed, is to compofe
eight parallel ftreets, all of two miles in length:
thefe are to be interfected by fixtcen others, each
inlength a mile, broad, fpacious, and even; with
proper fpaces left for the public buildings, churches,
and market-places. In the centre is a fquare of
ten acres, round which, moft of the public build-
ings are difpofed. The two principal ftreets of the
city are each one hundred feet wide, and moft of the
houfes have afmall garden and orchard. From the
nivers are cutfeveral canals, equally agreeable and
beneficial. The quays are fpacious and fine; the
principal one is two hundred feet wide, and t
this a veffel of five hundred tons may lay her
broadfide. The warehoufes are large, numerous,
and commodious, and the docks for fhip-building
every way well adapted to their purpofes. A great
number of veflels have been built here; twenty
have been upon the ftocks at a time. The city
contains, exclufive of warchoufes and outhoufes,
about two thoufand houfes; moft of them of brick,
and well built; —it is faid, there are feveral of them
worth four or five thoufand pounds. The inhabi-
tants are now about thirteen thoufand.

There



There are in this city a great number of very
wealthy merchants ; which is no way furprifing,
when one confiders the great trade which it car-
ries on with the Englith, French, Spanifh, and
Dutch colonies in America; with the Azores,
the Canaries, and the Madeira Iflands; with Great
Britain and Ireland; with Spain, Portugal, and
Holland ; and the great profits which are made
in many branches of this commerce. Befides the
quantity of all kinds of the produce of this pro-
vince, which is brought down the Rivers Delas
ware and Schulkil, (the former of which is navi-
gable, for vefels of one fort or other, more than
two hundred miles above Philadelphia) the Dutch
employ between eight and nine thoufand waggons,
drawn each by four horfes, in bringing the pro-
du& of their farms to this market. In the year 1749,
three hundred and three veflels were entered in-
wards at this port, and two hundred and ninety-
one cleared outwards, There are, at the other
ports of this province, cuftom-houfe officers; but
the foreign trade in thefe places is not worth notice.

The city of Philadelphia, though, as it may be
judged, is far fiom completeing the original plan,
yet, fo far as it is built, is carried on conformably
to it, and increafes in the number and beauty of
its buildings every day; and as for the province,
of which this city is the capital, there is no patt
of Britih America in a more growing condition,
In fome years, more people have traniported them-

Vor. L Gg felves
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felves into Pennfylvania than into all the other
fettlements together. In 1729, fix thoufand two
hundred and eight perfons came to fettle here, as
paffengers or fervants, four fifths of whom at leaft
were from Ireland. In fhort, this province has
increafed fo greatly from the time of its firft efta-
blithment, that, whereas, lands were given by Mr.
Penn, the founder of the colony, at the rate of twen-
ty pounds for a thoufand acres, referving only a
fhilling every hundred acres for quit-rent, and
this in fome of the beft fituated parts of the pro-
vince: yet now, at a great diftance from naviga-
tion, land is granted at twelve pounds the hundred
acres, and a quit-rent of four fhillings referved;
and the land which is near Philadelphia, rents for
twenty fhillings the acre. In many places, and
at the diftance of feveral miles from that city, land
fells for twenty years purchafe.

The Pennfylvanians are an induftrious and hardy
people ; they are moft of them fubftantial, though
but a few of the landed people can be confidered
as rich; but they are all well lodged, well fed,
and, for their condition, well clad too; and this
at the more eafy rate, as the inferior people ma-
nufacture moft of rtheir own wear, both linens
and woollens. There are but few blacks, in all
not the fortieth part of the people of the province.

King Charles the Second’s patent of the pro-
vince of Pennfylvania is dated March 4, 1680, of
which an abftract is:  To our trufty and well be-

loved



1
€<
&
£
[14
119
(11
[
[43
[13
[44
[19
({3
(11
144
[13
1149
£
[13
(1
[{3

111

-~

<

({1

£

«

144

({9

[13

(13

IN AMERICA 227

loved fubjeét, William Penn, Efq. fon and heir
of Sir William Penn (deceafed) to reduce the fa-
vage nations, by gentle and juft manners, to the
love of civil focicty and the chriftian religion
(with regard to the memory and merits of his
late father, in divers fervices, particularlyin the
fea-fight againft the Dutch 1665, under the
duke of York) to tranfport an ample colony
towards enlarging the Englith empire and its
trade, is granted all that track of land in Ame-
rica, bounded eaftward on Delaware River from
twelve miles northward of Newecaftle, to the forty
third degreeof northern latitude,and to extend five
degrees in longitude from the faid river; to
be bounded northerly by the beginning of the
forty third degree of northern latitude, and on the
fouth, by a circle drawn at twelve miles dif-
tance from Newecaftle northward, and weftward
unto the beginning of the fortieth degree of north-
ern latitude; and then by a ftrait line weftward
to the limits of longitude abovementioned ; fav-
ing to us and our fucceflors the allegiance aqd
foverelonty, to be holden as of our caftle of
Windfor, in the county of Berks, paying for quit-
rent two buck-fkins to be delivered to us yecar-
ly, in our caftle of Windfor, on the firft of Jan-
uary ; and the fifth of all gold and filver ore,
clear of all charges. Erected into a province and
feignory, to be called Pennfylvania. The faid
William Penn, &c. and his lieutenants, with the

Gg2 ¢ affent
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affent of a majority of the freemen or their de-
legates aflembled, to raife money for public ufes,
to eftablith judges, juftices, and other magif-
trates ; probate of wills and granting of adminif-
trations included; to pardon or remit all crimes
and offences committed within the faid province,
(treafon and wilful murder excepted) which,
however, they may reprieve undl the king’s
pleafure he known. The judges by them contti-
tuted to hoid pleas as well criminal as civil,
perfonal, real, and mixed. Their laws to be con-
fonant to reafon, and not repugnant to the laws
of England, referving to us, &c. a power to
hear and determine upon appeals. - In all matters
the laws of England to take place, where no
pofitive law of the province appears. A du-
plicate of all laws made in the province, thall,
within five years, -be tranfmitted to the privy-
council ; and if, within fix months, being there
received, they be deemed inconfiftent with the
prerogative or laws of England, they thall be
void. A licence ior our fubjects to tranfport
themfelves and families unto the faid country.
A liberty to divide the country into towns, hun-
dreds, and countics, to incorporate towns into bos
roughs and cities, and to conftitute fairs and mar-
kets. A liberty of trade with all our other do-
minions, paying the cuttomary duties. A power
to conftitvte fea-ports and quays, but to admit
of fuch cincers as thall, from time to time, be

“ appointed
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appointed by the commiffioners of our cuftoms.
The proprietors may receive fuch impofitions
upon goods as the affembly thall ena&. The
proprietors to appoint an agent or attorney to
refide near the court in London, to anfwer for
the default of the proprie'tors ; and where da-
mages-are afcertained by any of our courts, if
thefe damages are not made good within the
fpace of one year, the crown may refume the
governmient, until fuch damages and penalties are
fatisfied, but without any detriment to the par-
ticular owners or adventurers in the province.

% "To maintain no correfpondence with our ene-
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mies. A power to purfue enemies and robbers
even to death and to transfer property, and
ere& manors, that may hold courts baron. And
the crown fhall make no taxation or impo-
fition in the faid province, without the confent
of the proprietary, or affembly, or by att of
parliament in England. Any inhabitants, to the
number of twenty, may, by writing, apply to
the bithop of London for a preacher, or preach-
ers.”

Befides thefe, and Mr. Penn’s charter of liber-

ties and privileges to the people, there were fome
other fundamental laws agreed upon in England.
[« Every refident who pays fcot and lot to the go-
vernment, fhall be deemed a freeman capable of
eleting and of being eleted. The provincial
council and general affemdly to be fole judges in

the
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the ele¢tions of their refpective members. Twen-
ty-four men for a grand jury of inqueft, and twelve
for a petty jury, to be returned by the fherif
All perfons wrongfully imprifoned or profecuted
at law, fhall have double damages againft the
informer or profecutor.  Scven years pofleffion fhall
give an unqueftionable right, excepting in cafes
of lunatics, infants, married women, and perfons
beyond the fea. A public regifter eftablithed.
The charter granted by William Penn to the in-
habitants confirmed. All who acknowledge one
Almighty God, fhall not be molefted in their reli-
gious perfuafions, in matters of faith and worthip,
and fhall not be compelled to maintain or frequent
any religious miniftry.  Every firft day of the week
thall be 2 day of reft. None of thefe articles fhall
be altered without confent of the governor or his
deputy, and fix parts in feven of the freemen met
in provincial council and general aflembly.”} This
was figned and fealed by the governor and free-
men or adventurers, in London, the fifth day of the
third month, called May, 1682,

There were certain conditions agreed upon by
the proprietor, and the adventurers and purchafers,
July 11, 1681; forinftance, [ Convenientroads and
highways to be laid out before the dividend of acres
to the purchafers. Land to be laid out to the.
purchafers and adventurers by lot.  Every thou-
fand acres to fettle one family.  All dealings with
the Indians be to in public market.

All
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‘. All differences between the planters and native
Indians to be ended by fix planters and fix na-
tives. Laws relating to immorality to be the
fame as in England. In clearing of land, one acre
of trees to be left for every five acres, to preferve
oak and mulberries for thipping and filk

¢ None toleavethe province, without publication
thereof in the market-place three weeks before™]

By a new charter from the proprietary the fe-
cond day of April, in 1683, there are fome
alterations made in his firft charter, principally
as to the numbers of the provincial council and
affembly.

This charter, as inconvenient, was furrendered
to Mr. Penn, in May, in the year 1700 by fix
fevenths of the freemen of the province and terri-
tories, and a new charter granted.  As this is now
their ftanding charter, we fhall be more particu-
lar, The preamble runs thus:

“ Whereas, king Charles II. granted to Wil-
“ liam Penn the property and government of the
¢ province of Pennfylvania, March 4, 1680; and
“ the duke of York granted to the faid Penn the
“ property and government of a track of land, now
« called the territories of Pennfylvania, Auguft
“ 24, 1683: And whereas, the faid William Pznn
“ for the encouragement of the fettlers, did, in
the year 1683, grant and confirm to the free-
*“ men, by an inftrument intitled, The frame of
“ the government, &c. which charter or frame

“ being

[33
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being found, in fome part of it, not fo fuitable
to the prefent circumftances of the inhabitants,
was delivered up as above, and at the requeft
of the affembly, another was granted by the pro-
prietary Mr. Penn, in purfuance of the rights
and powers granted him by the crown, confirm-
ing to all the inhabitants their former liberties
and privileges, fo far as in him lieth. — Firft,
No perfons who believe in one Almighty God,
and live peaceably under the civil government,
thall be molefted in their religious perfuafions,
nor compelled to frequent or maintain any re-
ligious worfhip contrary to their mind. That
all perfons who profefs to believe in Jefus Chrift,
are capable of ferving the government in any
capacity, thefe folemnly promifing, when re-
quired, allegiance to the crown, and fidelity to
the proprietor and governor. Secondly, That
annually, upon the firft day of October for ever,
there fhall an affembly be chofen, to fit on the
fourteenth day of the fame month, viz. four
perfons out of each county, or a greater num-
ber, as the governor and aflembly may, from
time to time, agree, with all the powers and
privileges of an affembly, as is ufual in any of
the King's plantations in America; two thirds
of the whole number that ought to meet fhall
be a quorum; to fit upen their own adjourn-
ments. Thirdly, The freemen at their meet-
ing for electing reprefentatives to chufe theriffs

“ and
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and coronerss The juftices in the refpective
counties to nominate clerks of the peace. Fourth-
ly, The laws of the government thall be in this
ftyle, [By the govetnor, with the confent and
approbation of the freemen in general aflembly
met;] Fifthly, No perfon to be licenfed by the
governor to keep an ordinary or tavern but fuch
as are recommended by the juftices of the coun-
ty. Sixthly, No alteration to be made in this
charter without the confent of the governor and
fix parts of fevenof the affembly met. [ Signed Wil-
liam Penn at Philadelphia in Pennfylvania, Oc-
tober 28, 1701, and the twenty-firft year of my
government.] Notwithftanding any thing for-
merly alledging the province and territories ta
join together in legiflation, Mr. Penn hereby
declares, that if at any time hereafter, within
three years, their refpective aflemblies fhall not
agree to join in legiflation, and fhall fignify the
fame to me; in fuch cafe, the inhabitents of
each of the three counties of the province fhall
not have lefs than eight reprefentatives, and the
town of Philadelphia, when incorporated, thall
have two reprefentativess The inhabitants of
each county in the territories fhall have as many
perfons to reprefent them in a diftin¢t affembly
fortheterritories, asthall be by them requefted. Pro-
vince and territories fhall enjoy the fame char-

ter, liberties and privileges.”
VYor. L Hh Ta:
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The report is probable, that Mr. Penn, befides
his roval grant of the province of Penm) Ivania,
had, morcover, a grant of the fame from the duke
of York, to obviate anv pretence, that the pro-
vince was comprehended in a former royal grant
of New Netherlands to the duke of York.

Mr. Penn’s firft charter conceffions, as we have
already taken notice of, or form of government to
the ferriers, conftituted a legiflature cf three ne-
eutives, viv. the governor and two diftinét houfcs
of reprefentatives chofen bLv the freemen; one
called the provindial council of {eventy-two mem-
bers, the other was called the provincial aflem-
bly of two hundred members; the council had
an exorbitant power of exclufive deliberating
upon, and preparing all bills for the provincial

.mbly; the exccutive part of the government
was entirely with them. The provincial affembly,
in the bills to be enacted, had no deliberative pri-
vilege, ondv a Yes or No; thefe numbers of pro-
- vincial council and provincial affembly feem to be
extravagantly large for an infant colony. Perhaps
he was of opinion with fome good politicians, thar
there can be no general model of civil govern-
ment; but that the inclinations, and numbers
cf vuiious focieties muft be confulted and varioufly
fettled:—a fmall {ccicty naturally requires the Jcli-
ereton and general confent of their freemen for
taxarion and legiflature 5 when the fociety becomes
too nuincrous fr o fuch univerfal meetings, a re-
prviciaton or deputution from feveral diftricts is

a nue
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a more convenient and cafy adminiftration. His
laft and prefent fltanding charter to the inhabitants
of the province and territorics of Pennfylvaria,
October 28, 1701, runs into the other extreme.
The council have no negative in the legiflature, and
only ferve as the proprietary’s council of advice
to the proprietary’s governor. In 1745, by aét of
parliament, the negative of the board of aldermen
in London, for certain rcafons was abrogazed. A
council chofen by the people, to negaiive rcfolves
of reprefentatives alfo appointed by the peojle,
feems to be a wheel within a wheel, and incon-
gruous; but a council appointed by the court of
Great Britain as a negative, feems to be a good
policy, by way of controul upon the excefles of
the governor on the one hand, and of the poopis,
by their reprefentatives, on the other hand.

The province of Pennfylvania fome vears fince
was mortgaged to Mr. Gee, and otiers, for ixX
thoufand fix hundred pounds flerling.  In the voar
1713, Mr. Penn, Dby agreement, made over il
his rights in Pennfylvania to the crown, in con-
fideration of twelve thoufand pounds fterliny; but
before the inftrument of furrender was ceented,
he died apopleétic, and Pennfyivania {till remains
with the family of the Penns, who revp the ad-
vantages which their firlt founder ook lowoo
pains to fecure,

FIh 2 ‘O F
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OF MARYLAND.

It was in the reign of Charles the Firft, that the
lord Baltimore applied for a patent for a part of
Virginia, and obtained, in 1632, a grant of a
track of land upon Chefapeak bav, of about one
hundred and forty miles long, and an hundred
and thirty br -4, having Pennfylvania, then in the
hands of t'- Dutch, upon the north, the Atlantic
Ocean upon the eaft, and the river Potowmack
upon the fouth :—in honour of the queen, he called
this province Maryland.

His lordthip was a catholic, and had formed
his defign of making this fettlement, in order to
enjoy a liberty of confcience, which though the
government of England, was by no means dif-
pofed to deny him; yet the rigour of the laws
threatened, in a great meafure, to deprive him
of, the feverity of which it was not in the pow-
er of the court itfelf, at that time to relax.

The fettlement of the colony coft the lord Balti-
more a large fum. It was made, under his aufpi-
ces, by his brother, and about two hundred per-
fons, Roman catholics, and moft of them ot good
familics. This fettlement, at the beginning, did
not meet with the fame difficulttes which embar-
rafied and retarded moft of the others we had
ma'e. The people were generally of the better
fort ; a proper {ubordination was obferved among(t

them ;
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them ; and the Indians gave and took fo little of-
fence, that they ceded one half of their principal
town, and fome time after, the whole of it, to
thefe ftrangers, The Indian women taught ours
how to make bread of their corn; their men
went out to hunt and fith with the Englifh ; they
affifted them in the chace, and fold them the
game they took themfelves, for a trifling confide-
ration; fo that the new fettlers had a fort of town
ready built,"ground ready cleared for their fubfif-
tance, and no enemy to harrafs them,

They lived thus, without much trouble or fear,
until fome ill-difpofed perfons in Virginia infinuated
to the Indians, that the Baltimore colony had de-
figns upon them ; that they were Spaniards and
not Englithmen ; and fuch other idle ftories as
they judged proper to fow the feeds of fufpicion
and enmity in the minds of thefe people. Upon
the firft appearance, that the malice of the Vir-
ginians had taken effet, the new planters were not
wanting to themfelves. They built a good fort
with all expedition, and took every other necef-
fary meafure for their defence; but they continued
@till to treat the Indians with fo much kindnefs,
that, partly by that, and partly by the awe of
their arms, the ill defigns of their enemies were
defeated.

As the colony met with fo few obftructions,
and as the carholics in England were yet more

feverely treated, in proportion as the court party.
declined,



declined, numbers conftantly arrived to replenifh
the fettlemient, which the lord proprietor omitted
no carc, and withheld no expence, to fupport and
encourage ; until the ufurpation ovortuimcl the
government at home, and deprived him of his
rights abroad. Maryland remained under the go-
vernors appointed by the parliament and by Crom-
well until the reftoration, when lord Baltimore
was re-inftated in his former jofic{fions, which he
cultivated with his former wiidom, care, and mo-
deration. No people could live in greater exfe and
fecurity 5 and his lordfhip, willing that as many as
poffible thould enjoy the benefits of his mild and
equitable admimftration, gave his confent to an aét
of affembly, which he had before promoted in his
province, tor allowing a free and unlimitted tolerad
tion to all who profefled the chriftian religion, of
whatever denomination,  This liberty, which was
never in the leaft inftance violored, encouraged a
great number, nct only of the church of England,
but of prefbyterians, quakers, and all kinds of
diffenters, to fettle in Maryland, which before +har
time, was almoft wholly in the hands of Roman
catholics,

It is faid, that king James called in ueftion
this nobleman’s charter. In king William's time
he voas deprived of his jurifdiction ; but the prefirg
avere {hill left o him; and when his defcendarrs
afterwards coniormed to the church of England,
they were reltured to their rights and privileges as

SAly
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fully as any other proprietors are indulged in
them.

When; upon the revolution, power changed
hands in that province, the new men made but an
indifferent requital for the liberties and indulgences
they had enjoyed under the old adminiftration.
They not only deprived the harmlefs catholics of all
thare in the government, but of all the rights -of
treemen; but they even adopted the whole body
of the penal laws of England againft them ; they
are always meditating new laws in the fame
ipicit, and they would undoubtedly go' to the
greateit lengths in this refpect, if the moderation
and good fenfe of the government in England did
not. fet fome bounds to their bigotry, thinking
very prudently that it were highly unjuft, and
equally impolitic, to allow an afylum abroad to
any religious perfuaficns, which they judged it im-
proper to rtolerate at home, and then to deprive
them of 1ts protection, recolle¢ting and at the fame
time, in the various changes which our religion
and government have undergone, which lLave in
their turns rendered every fort of party and reli-
gion obnoxious to the reigning powers, that this
American afylum, which has been adinitted in the
hotteft times of perfecision at home, has proved
of infinite {ervice, not only to the prefent peace of
England, but to the profperity of its commerce and
the eftaplithment of its powcer.  There are a fort
of men, who will not ice fo plain a truth 5 and
' they
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they are the perfons who would appear to contend
moft warmly for liberty ; but it is only a party li-
berty for which they contend ; a liberty, which
they would fretch out one way only to contract it
in another ;—they are not athamed of ufing the
very fame pretences for perfecuting others, that
their enemies ufe for perfecuting them.

This colony, as for a long time it had with
Pennfylvania, the honour of being unftained with
any religious perfecution, fo neither they nor the
Pennfylvanians have ever, until very lately, been
harraffed by the calamity of any wat, offenfive of
defenfive, with their Indian neighbours, with
whom they always lived in the moft exemplary
harmony. Indeed, in a war which the Indians
made upon the colony of Virginia, by miftake
they made an incurfion into the bounds of Mary«
land; but they were fenfible of their miftake, and
atoned for it. But later troubles have fince changed
every thing, and the Ind:ans have been taught to
laugh at their ancient alliances.

Maryland, like Virginia, has no very conﬁdcr-
able town; but Annapolis is the feat of governs
ment, which is a2 {mall though beautifully fitu-
ated town, upon the river Severn.

Here is the feat of the governor, and the prin-
cipal cuftom-houfe collection. The people of
Maryland have the fame eftablifhed religion with
thofe of Virginia, that of the church of England ;
but here the clergy are provided for in a much

more
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more liberal manner, and they are the moft de-
cent, and the beft of the clergy in North America.
They export from Maryland the fame things in all
refpets, that they do from Virginia. Their tobac-
co is about forty thoufand hogtheads. The white
inhabitants are about forty thoufand; the negrocs
upwards of fixty thoufand,

OF THE INDIAN NATIONS.

T H E North-American natives are, in general,
a wild and a faithlefs fet of men. Their manners
are a complication of ill-chofen cuftoms, favage,
ridiculous, and barbarouss» Whatever fome may
fay of their genius, it is certainly not equal to that
of the inhabitants of our wotld; and America is,
in this fenfe, juftly ftyled the younger fifter of
Europe. The pains taken to inftruct thefe favages
in the laws and religion, have been moftly
thrown away, and fo bigotted are they to their own
manner of living, that fome of them who have
been regularly bred, cloathed, and educated, have
thrown away their cloaths, run into the woods
forfaken fociety, and returned to their own bar-
barous manners, preferring what they foolifhly term-
ed Liberty, among their favannahs and vaft forefts
to all the benefits enjoyed in a well-ordered ftate:

From whence thefe people were originally de-
rived we have already offered fome conjectures.
The French were very inquifitive about this matter,

Vor. I, Ii and |
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and abfolutely employed a civilized Indian in the
bufinefs of enquiring into it, who, after long

travelling, and a variety of adventures, returned,

without being able thoroughly to fatisfy his cu-
riofity, or that of his employers “.

* M. Le Page du Pratz, being extremely defirous to inform
" himfelf of the origin of the American nations, was continual-
ly enquiring of the old Indians concerning it, and was at laft
fo fortunate as to meet with an old man, belonging to the na-
tion of the Jazous, called Moncacht-ape, who was 2 man of
fenfe and genius, and having been poffeffed with the fame curio-
fity as himfelf, had fparcd no pains nor fatigue, to get inform-
ation of the country from whence the North American nations
came. With this view he travelled from nation to nation,
expe&ting to difcover the country from whence their fathers
had come, or to approach fo near it, as to get fome furer in-
telligence and more particular traditions concerning their ori-
gin, In this expedition, he fyent cight years, and M. Le
Page du Pratz, having infinuated himfelf into- his good graces,
by all forts of kindnefs, had from him the following account.

¢¢ Having loft my wife and children, I refolved to travel,

¢ in order to difcover our original country, notwithftanding

3

-~

all the perfuafions of my parents and relations ta the contrary.
¢ T took my way by the high-grounds that are on the eafl-
¢ ern bank of the river St. Louis, that I might only have
¢ the river Ouabache to crofs, in order to join the Illinois,
¢¢ at the village of Tamaroua, a confiderable fettlement of the
s Canadian French. As the grafs was fhort, I arived there
¢ in a little time, 1 ftayed there cight days to reft mylelf,
and then continued my route alung the caltern bank of the
¢¢ fame river St. Louis, till I wa: a liwle above the place
t* where the River Miflouri falls inw it

¢ 1 then made a raft of canes ur reeds, and croffed the 1i-
:* ver On. Louis, and +han [ vis near the ovponte fide, 1 fufs

The
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The Efquimaux, (which is an Indian word fig-

nifying an eater of raw-fleth) are, of all Indians
the fierceft, the moft mifchievous, and untameable.
By their beards they are thought originally to pro-

13

<

13
(13
€

-

(4

~

(13

113

[43

-

(13

(13

é

N

[14

-~

[13

€

~

-~

113

-~

4

«~

<

-

<

-~

<

~

<

-~

~

¢

<

-~

¢

~

-
=

fered my raft to be carried down the ftream, till I came to
the conflux of the two rivers, Here I had the pleafure of
feeing the rivers mix, and of obferving how clear the waters
of the river St. Louis are, before they receive the muddy
ftreams of the Miffowi. I landed here, and travelled along
the north fide of the Miffouri, fora great many days, till,
at laft, I came to the nation of the Miffouris:—with them I
ftayed a confiderable time, not only to repofe myfelf after
my fatigue, but alfo to learn their language, which is {fpoken
or underftood by a great many nations. In this country
one fcarce fees any thing but large meads, above a day’s jour-
ney, and covered with large cattle, The Miffouris feldom
eat any thing but flefh ;—they only cultivate as much maize
as may ferve for a change, and prevent their being cloyed
with beef and game, with which their country abounds, Da-
ring the winter, which I fpent with them, the fnow fell to
the depth of fix fect.

¢ As foon as the winter was over, I refumed my journey
along the banks of the Miffouri, and travelled till T came
to the nation of the weft. There I was told, thatitwasa
long journey to the country, from whence both they and we
came; that I muft yet travel during the fpace of 2 moon
[2 month] towards the fource of the Miffouri, that then I
thould turn to the right, and go dire&tly north, and, at the
end of a few days, I fhould meet with another river, which
ran from eaft to weft, quite contrary to the courfe of the
Miffouri; then I might fall down this river at my eafe upon
rafts, until I came to the nation of the Loutres, or Otters,
where I might reft, and receive more ample and particul:gr

inftruétions.
1i:2 ceed
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ceed from Greenland, and they have fomething
exceffively fhocking in their air and mien. Their
ftature is advantageous and their {kin is white, be-
caufe they never go naked.—They wear a kind of

« In purfuance of thefe dire&tions, I travelled up the Mif-
fouri, above a month, being afraid of turning off to the right
¢ too foon : when one night att r I had” kindled my fire, and
© was roing to reft, 1 perceived fome {moke ata diftance, to-
¢ wards the place wh:re the fun fet; 1 immediately concluded
*¢ that this was a party of hunters, who propofed to pafs the
< night there, and that probably they might be of the nation
of the Loutres. I immediately made towards them, and
found about thirty men and fome women. They feemed to

n
-
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¢ be furprifed, but received me civilly enough. We could only
¢ underftand each other Ly figns. After I had been with them
three days, onc of the women being near her delivery, fhe

-~
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¢ and her hufband left the company, in order to return home
¢ by the eafieft road, and tock me along with them, .

* We travelled yet up the Miffourl {cven eafy days journey,
¢ and then went dire@ly north for five days, at the end of
which time we came to a river of very fine, clear water.
¢ When we came to the place where the hunters had left their
canoes, we all three embarked in one of them, and fell down
the river till we came to their village. I was very well
rec:ived by them, and foon found that this was indeed the
nation of the Loutres, which I was in queft of. T fpent the
winter withthem, and emploved myfelf in learning their lan-
guage, which they told me was underftood By all the nations,
which lay between them and the great water.

-
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¢ Thewinter was fcarcely ended, when I embarkedin a canoe
¢ with fome provifinns, a pot to cook them, and fomething to
“ lic ooy and defeended the river. In a litte time, I came
* toavary fm

= natien, whofe chief happening to be upon the
¢ Lunks, Hluntly demanded—"Who artthou? YWhart bufinefs haft

thirg
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fhirt made of bladders, or the inteftines of fifh,
neatly fewed together; above this they wear a
furtout made of a bear’s, or fome other {kin. To
the fhirt is fixed a cowl or hood, which covers the

¢ thou here with thy fhort hairs? —1T told him my name was
«¢ Moncacht-ape, that I came from the nation of the Loutres,
¢ that though my hair was fhort, my heart was good, and then
hinted the defign of my journey. He replied, that though X
might come from the nation of the Loutres, he faw plainly
1 was not one of that nation, and wondered at my fpeaking
¢ the language. I told him that I had learned it of an old man,
¢¢ whofe name was Sglt-tear. He no fooner heard the name
of Salt-tear, who was one of his friends, than he invited me
to ftay in his village as longas I would. Upon this I land-
% ed, and told him, that Salt-tear had ordered me to fee an old
¢ man, whofe name was the Great Roebuck. This happened
to be the father of the chief: he ordered him to be called,
and the old man received me as if I had been his own fon,
and led me to his cottage.

¢« The next day he informed me of every thing I wanted to
know, and told me that I fhould be very hofpitably received
by all the nations between them and the great water, on
telling them I was the friend of the Great Rocbuck. I only
ftayed two days longer : T then put on board my canoc a ftock
of provifion, prepared from certain fmall grains, lefs than
French peafe, which afford an excellent food, and iinmediare-
ly embarked, and continued to fail down the river, not ft:y-
ing above a day with cach nation I met with in my way.

"¢ The laft of thefe nations is fettled about a day’s journcy
from the fea, and about the race of a2 man [near a league]
from the river. They live conccaled in the woods for fear
of the bearded men. I was received by them as if I had
been one of their own countrymen, They are continually
upon their guard, on account of the bearded men, who do
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head, and terminates in a tuft of hair that hangs
down over their foreheads :~—their fhirt falls no low-
er than their loins, and their furtout hangs lower
behind; but that of the woman defcends to her

[3

N

all they can to carry off young people, without doubt, te
¢ make them flaves. They told me thefe bearded men were
¢ whites, that they had a long black beard, which fell down
¢ upon their breatt, that their bodies were thick and fhort, that
their heads were large, and covered with fuffs, that they
were always cloathed, even in the hotteft feafons, and that
their cloaths reached to the middle of their legs, which, as
well as their feet, where alfo covered with red or yellow

-
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ftuffs; that their weapons made a great noife, and a great fire,
and that when they faw the red men [the natives] wére more
numerous than themfelves, they retired to a great canoe [a
fmall fhip, without doubt] which contained about thirty of
them. They added, that thefe ftrangers came from the place
where the fun fets [the weft] in queft of a foft yellow wood,
which yields a yellow liquor of 2 fine fmell, and which dyes
2 fine yellow colour; and that obferving they came every year
as foon as winter was over to fetch this wood, they had, ac-
cording to the advice of one of their old men, cut down and
deftroyed all the trees, fince which time they had not been
fo often troubled with the vifits of thefe bearded menj but
that they fiill vifited every year two adjacent nations, who
could not imitate their policy, becaufe the yellow wdod was
the only wood their country produced ; and that all the neiéh-
bouring nations had agreed to arm’ and ‘join together, the
appreaciiing fummer, in order to deftroy thofe bearded men, at
their next coming, and rid the country of them,

¢ As I had feen firc-arms, and was not afraid of them, and
as the route they purpofed to' take was the way to the nation
¢ I was in queft of, they propofing my going along with them,
¢ I readily agred, and as foon as fummer came, I marched

mid-leg;
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mid-leg; the men wear breeches made of fkins
with the hair inwards, and faced on the outfide
with furs or ermine. They likewife wear pumps
or thoes, made of fkins, and boots of the fame

-~

with the warriors of this nation to the general rendezvous.
The bearded men came later than ufual this year. While we
waited for them, the natives fhewed me the place where they
ufed to lay their great canoe [the fhip.] It was be-
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tween two high and long rocks, which formed the mouth of
a fhallow river, the banks whereof were covered with yel-
low wood. It was agreed to lie in ambuth for the bearded
men, and that when they had landed,’and were bufy in cutting
the yellow wood, we fhould rife, furround them, and cut
them off. At the end of feventeen days, two great canoes
appeared, and they came to their ufual place between the
rocks. The firft thing the bearded men did after their arrival,
(for there were two men privately placed upon the rocks to
obferve them) was to fill certain wooden veflels with water.
At the end of the fourth day they armed and landed, and
¢ went to cut wood. They had no fooner begun to cut than
¢ they werc attacked on all fides, but notwithftanding our ut-
moft efforts, we killed but eleven, all the reft gained their

¢ little canoes, and fled to their great omes, which foon
¢
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launched into the great water, and difappeared.

¢¢ Upon examining the dead, I found them to be lefs than we
are, and very white ; their bodies were thick, and their heads
% large : about the middle of their head their hair was long.
¢ They wore no hats as you do, but had their heads bound
¢¢ gbout with a great deal of fome fort of ftuff; their cloaths
were neither of wool nor bark, but of fmhething like your
old fhirts, very foft and fine, and of different colours, [filk
without doubt.] The covers of their legs and feet were all
of a piece : I endcavoured to put on one of them ; but my
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above them, and, over thofe, other pumps and
boots, with the hairy fide always inwards, and
they are fometimes fhod three or four times in that
manner. Their weapons are arrows, pointed with

¢t fect were too large, Of the eleven that were killed, only
< two had fire-arms, powder and ball. I tried thefe pieces, and
found they did not carry fo far as yours: their powder was
mixed of three forts of grain, large, middle, and fine; but
the large made the greateft part.

t¢ Thefe were the remarks I made upon the bearded men, after
which, leaving the warriors with whom I came, to return
home, I joined thofe nations, who were fettled upon the
coaft, farther towardsthe weft; and we followed the cowsfe of
the coaft, which is direétly between the north and the weft,
When we came to their {cttlements, I obferved that the days
¢ were a great deal longer than with us, and the nights very
fhort. I afked them the reafon of it, but they could give me
¢ none. 1 refted with them a confiderable time. Their old
¢ men told me that it was in vain for me to proceed any far-
ther. They faid, that the coaft extended itfelf yet a great way
between the north and weft; that it afterwards turned fhort to
the weit, and having run, for a confiderzble diftance, in that
diretion, it was cut by the fua dire@®ly from north to fouth,
One of them added, that, at low water, one might fee
eafily rocks and fhallows in the channel, .which had for-
merly been dry land. They all joined to diffuade me from
travelling any farther, affuring me, that the country was cold
and defert, deflitute of animals and inhabitants, and advifed
me to return to my own country, I accordingly took their
advice, and returned by the way thut I came,

¢ Such is the account Moncacht-ape gave of his travels,

and M, Le Page du Pratz obferves, that the good fenfe and
the
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the teeth of a fea-cow, or, when they can pro-
cure it, with iron; they are very active, and all the
fummer live in the open air, and in winter they
lie promifcuoufly in caverns. On the fouth of
Hudfon’s Bay, being the weftern part of Canada,
fies a vaft track of unknown countries, inhabited
by nations to which we are firangers. The French
mention the Mataffins, the Mofonis, the Chrifti-
naux, and Affiniboils, The latter have a dialet
of their own, and are thought to inhabit a very
diftant country; the other three fpeak the Algon-
quin language, The Chriftinaux live to the north-
ward of Lake Superior. The Indians in the neigh-
bourhood nt the River Bourbon, and thofe on the
iver St. Terefa, differ intirely in their language;
but it is faid, that a hundred leagues from the
mouth of this river, it is unnavigable for fifty
more; but that a paffage is found by means of
rivers and lakes which fall into it, and that after-
wards it runs through the middle of a very fine
country, which continues as far as the lake of the

-

¢ and probity of the man, left him but little room to
¢ doubt of the truth of it.  He alfo thiuks it probable that the
¢ bearded men are the inhabitants of fome ifles in the neighs

-

¢ bourhood of Japan. The diftance, in a ftrait line, from the
¢ Yazous to the tarthett nation Moncacht-ape vifited, upon the

-~

¢ fhorzs of the north-woitern ocean, according to the beit efli-

¢ mate M, du Piarz could make, from the number of his days
3

journeys, and rate of travelling, feems w be abo w2 hundied
] 4 d £

leagues.”
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Affiniboils, from whence the river takes its rife.
Thofe Indians are extremely fuperftitious, and, like
the other Indians of Canada ;—they have notions
of a good and an evil genius; and believe the fun
to be the great divinity of the world. They have
even a {pecies of facrifices, and when they delibe-
rate upon any matter of importance, their councils
arc attended with feveral folemnities. They aflem-
ble at the houfe or cabin of fome of their chiefs by
break of dav, and the mafter of it, after lighting
his pipe, prefents it three times to the rifing fun;
he then turns it with both his hands, from the
eaft towards the weft, and invokes the favour of the
deity, Thefe nations, though various and diftinct
from cach other, generally go under the name of
Savannois, becaufe of the favannahs, or low lying
grounds, wwhich they inhabit.

The Savannois are often at war with a kind of
Indians, inhabiting the banks of the Danith River
and the Sea-wolf River, to the north of Hudfon’s
Bay, which go by the name of Flat-fided Dogs ;
but it is obferved, that fuch wars are not attended
with thofe circumftances of horror and cruelty as a-
montt the other Canadians, for they are contented
with keeping one another’s captives in prifon. The-
Savannois have a notion of a future ftate; they think
tiat a man who dies old, is born again in the other
world ut the age of a fucking child, and that if a
man goes young out of the world, when he arrives at

the
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the country of fouls, he becomes old. Either
their natural indolence, or the barrennefs of their
country, renders the life of the Savannois fo mifera-
ble, that when their hunting feafon is over, they
are deftitute of provifions, and fome have even
faid that they eat their own fpecies. Their
do&trine of tranfmigration has a very fingular
effet, for when a man grows old, fo as to be a
burden both to himfelf and his family, he
fixes a rope about his meek, and prefents the
two extremities of it to the fon he loves beft,
who inftantly ftrangles him with the utmoft ala-
crity. The fon-in-law is obliged to live with
the father-in-law in a kind of fervitude till he has
children; and their marriages are always made
with the confent of their parents. They burn their
dead bodies, and, after wrapping the athes in the
bark of a tree, they bury them in the ground,
and raife a monument to the deceafed, to which
they affix tobacco, and if he was a hunter, his
bow and arrows ; for, with all the barbarians in
almoft every part of the globe, they believe that
the deceafed are fond of the fame enjoyments in
the next world, that gave them delight in this.
The character of a hunter is with them equal to
that of a warrior, and the candidate takes a de-
gree in it much in the nature of that of thean-
cient knights errant. To qualify himfelf for this
degree, the candidate’s face muft be painted with
black, and for three days he mufl taffe nothing : 2

Kka2 raalt
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feaft is then prepared, and a morfel of each of
the animals, commonly the tongue and muzzle,
which on other occafions is the perquifite of the
hunter himfelf, is offered up as a facrifice to the
great {pirit.  As to the character of thofe Indians,
they are faid to be a difintercfted kind of people,
and to hate lying.

In all the vait extent of Canada, there are but
three radical or mother tongues, the Sioux, Al-
gonquin and Huron. As to the lilt, it is impoflible
to fay how far it extends ; and neither the French
nor Englifh are much acquainted with thofe wha
fpeak it. In their manner of life, all we knoww
is that they greatly refemble the Tartars; for
they wander from place to place, but gencraliv
dwell in meadows, under large tents of well
wrought fkins.—Their food is wild oats, and the
fleth of the buffalo. It is thought, by their firca-
tion, and their roving difpofition, as well as the
commerce they carry on, that the Sicux, which
name is a contraction of the word Nadocceflioux,
know more than any other people of the weftern
parts of North America, to which the Europeans
are fiill {fo much ftrangers. They cut off the
tips of their nofes, and part of the fkin upon the
top of their heads, and fome imagine that they -
greatly refemble the Chinefe in their accent and
language. Before the Iroquois forced the Hurons
and Outawas to take refuge amongft the Sioux,
the latter were a harmlefs people; and though the

ma i}
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moft populous of all the Indian nations, till they
became warlike by their intercourfe with thofe two
people, they knew little of the ufe of arms.

The Affiniboils inhabit the borders of a lake of
that name, of which the Europeans know very little,
This, perhaps, 1s the reafon why fo many wondc:s
are reported of it. Probably it is the refervoir c=
fource of the greateft rivers and lakes in North
America ; but it is certain that it is next to inuc-
ceflible by reafon of the mountains and wocds
which furround it; though its circumference is
fix hundred leagues. Though it lies to the no.th-
weft of Lake Superior, the climate is faid to be
mild. The natives report that men are feriicd in
their neighbourhood, refembling Evruneans, and
in a country where gold and filv:+ is put to the
moft common ufes, but all thefe flories are very
pncertain,  As to the Affiniboils themfelves, they
are remarkably phlegmatic; and in this they differ
from their neighbours the Chriftinaux, who are
the moft volatile and talkative of all the Indians,
being perpetually dancing and finging. The Af-
finiboils are great travellers, formed for fatigue, tall
and robuft in their perfons.

By an acquaintance with the Algonquin and Hu-
ron languages, a perfon may travel one thoufand
five hundred leagues in this country without an in-
terpreter ; for though he may vifit above one hun-
dred different nations, each of which has a parti-
cular idiom, yet he can make himfelf underftood

by
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by all ; and even amongft the Indians of New
England and Virginia. Towards the north of the
ifland of Montreal the country is thinlv peopled ;
but a few villages belonging to the old inhabirants
are ftill to be met with. Mention is made, parti-
cularly, of the Nipiffings, fo called from a lake
of that name, who are the defcendants of the
Algonquins, and ftill preferve the purity of that
language. As to the Outawas, though formerly
a numerous nation, few of them are now to be
met with. The French eftablifhed fome pofts on
the banks of Lake Superior, where they cirried on
trade with the Chriftinaux and Affiniboils. In
thort, a traveller can know very little of this
couniry from the obfervations he may make in
his journeys. He may wander over thoufands of
miles on the banks of the fineft lakes and rivers
in the world, without meeting with a human
creature ; and thofe he does meet, are gene-
rally fo ftupid, fo crucl, fo barbarous or fhy, as
{carcely to deferve that denomination. The few Al-
gonquin nations ftill to be feen appear to be void
of all notions of agriculture, and fubfift upon
fihing and hunting ; and thefe daily decreafe in
populoufnefs, though they ailow themfelves a plu-
ralitcy of wives. Few or none of rheir nations
contain above fix thoufand people, and many of
them not two thoufand.

The Indians to the fouthward of the river St,
Taurence, as far as Virginia, {peak the Huron

language,
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language, though it is certain, 2 different dia-
le@ is ufed in almoft every village ; even
the five nations or cantons, which form the Iro-
quois commonwealth, have each a different pro-
nunciation. It is obferved, that the three radi-
«<al languages we have mentioned have annexed
to them three different original properties. ‘The
Sioux, fo far as the Europeans are acquainted
with it, is rather a hiffing than an articulation of
words. The Huron language has great energy,
pathos, and elevation. The miffionaries do not
even {cruple to compare it with the fineft language
that is known. Many have furmifed, that it has
a common origin with the Greek tongue, and
that words of a fimilar found and fignification
occur in both. This, if true, would bid fair to
derive the Iroquois and the Hurons from the
Celts, whofe language was the mother of the
Greelk ; but the Algonquin tongue excels that of the
Hurons in  {moothnefs and elegance. There is
an evident partiality in the French miffionaries, in
favour of the Huron nation. According to them,
the true Hurons, who are called Tionnonatez, and
who appear to have been a prerogative tribe
amongft thofe Indians, have an hereditary chief-
tainthip anfwering to the European royalty, and
their police and form of government is more ra-
tional and regular than thofe of the other Indian
nations, who likewife fall fhort of them in forti-
fying ahd improving their land, and in -their

buildings.
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buildings. They did not admit of polygamy g
and yet they were more populous than any of
their neighbouring tribes, and they were in every
refpect more focial and better polifhed than their
neighbours,—But in vain have all European au-
thors fearched for the maxims, and even the forms
by which thefe people govern themfelves. 'The
true Hurons are now reduced to two middling
villages at a great diftance from each other, and
yet they govern the councils of all the Indian na-
tions round them. But, notwithftanding all that
the French fay of this favourite race, they feem to
have been inferior in war to the Iroquois; and
this makes it neceflary to give fome account of
thofe two nations immediately before the French
fettlement at Quebec ; for, as they have no hifto-
rical monuments, we cannot be expected to give
any certain accounts of them till near that period.
Some years before the time we fpeak of, the Iro-
quois had made a league with the Algonquins,
who poffefled great tracks of land near Que-
bec, poffibly from Tadouflac to the lake Nipiffing,
and all along the north fhore of the river St. Lau-
rence. The Algonquins had no rivals in all North
America, as hunters and warriors, the only two
manly characters that thofe barbarians have any
idea of. In the alliance between thofe two people
the Algonquins were obliged to protect the Iro-
quois from all invaders, and to let them have a
thare of their venifon. The Iroquois, on the other
hand,
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Band, were to pay a tribute out of the culture of
the carth to their allies, and to perform for them
all the labours of agriculture and the menial du-
ties, fuch as flaying the game, curing the flefh,
znd drefling the fkins. By this compromife it is
plain, that the Algonquin nation had the poft of
honour ; but the Iroquois at laft came to be piqued
at the fmall efteem in which they thought their
neighbours held them. By degrees they affociated
in the hunting matches and warlike expeditions of
the Algonquins, who, at firft, were far from hav-
ing any jealoufy of them ; but, in procefsof time,
the Iroquois began to fancy themfelves as well
qualified as the Algonquins were, both for war and
hunting, One winter, a large detachment of both
the nations went out a hunting, and when they
thought they had fecured a vaft quantity of game,
fix young Algonquins, and as many Iroquois were
fent out to begin the flaughter. The Algonquins
by this time, probably, had become a little jealous
of their affociates, and, upon fecing a few elks,
wanted them to go back, on pretence that the Iro-
quois would have employment fufficient in flaying
the game they fthould kill. The fix Algonquins,
however, after three days hunting, killed none,
on which the Iroquois exulted, and in a day or
two they privately fet out to hunt by themfelves,
being provoked by the reproaches of the Algon-
quins for their inferiority. The Algonquins find-
ing the Iroquois gone, and feeing them at night

Vor. L L1 return
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returnladen with game, conceivedfo violentahatred
againft them, that, before morning, they butchered
all the Iroquois who were in the expedition. This
bloody mafiacre was the effet of that capricious
jealoufy of which thofe barbarians in general are
fo fufceptible. In vain did the Iroquois demand
fatisfaction, for they received nothing but infults ;
fo great was the contempt the Algonquins had for
them. Exafperated by this treatment, and yet
afraid to try rheir ftrength with the Algonquins,
they ftifled their refentment ; and to enure them-
felves to war, they fell upon other lefs powerful
nations, till, in a fhort time, they became fo well
practifed in the art of blood, (for war it ought not
to be called) that they thought themfelves a match
for the Algonquins, and fell upon them with a
fury, which fhewed as if they could be fatiated
with nothing lefs than the extermination of the
Algonquin race.

The Hurons could not be neutral ; for their
country was environed by thofe of the two belli-
gerent powers ; they therefore took part with the
Algonquins, and the war was earried on, on the
part of the exafperated Iroquois, with diabolical
fury. The Iroquois, it is true, were generally
vitorious : but no quarter being given on either
fide, the war threatened an utter extinétion of all
the three nations. Amongft thofe barbarians no
vi€tory can be decifive : for the numbers in which
they fight, are feldom above three or four hun-
: dred
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.dred on a fide, and every thing being done by fur-
prife, the inhabitants of a whole village, even of
the conquering party, may be cut off all at once.
Bloodfhed and lofles ferve only to exafperate them,
and the victors feck death and danger at fuch dif-
tances from their own homes, that conqueft itfelf is
fure to diminifh their aumbers. It is at this pe-
riod of time, that we are properly to take up
the hiftory of Canada, which begins with its firft
difcovery, while thofe wars between the Iroquois,
the Algonquins, which we have fpoken of, and
Hurons were raging.

And here we think it proper to fubjoin the de-
fcription given by father Marquette, a French wri-
ter of the tribe of Indians, known by the name of
Illinois, who differ in many refpects from the
Iroquois and other nations of North America;—
and with this account we thall conclude the fec-
tion.

The word Iilinois, in their language, figni-
fies men, as if they thould look upon the other
favages as beafts; and, truly, it may be confefled,
that they are not altogether in the wrong, for
they have more humanity than moft of the other
Indian nations, and alfo differ from them in many
of the cuftoms and manners which they adopt.

They are divided into feveral villages, whereof
fome are remete from thofe that I have feen, they.
call them Perouarea. But as they live fo far

Lia ene
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one from the other, their language is alfo very
different: however, it is a dialect of the Algon~
quin, and thefe latter are able to underftand
what they fay, and to converfe with them. They
are good-natured men, tratable and eafy, They
keep feveral wives, and yet they are exceedingly
jealous; they obferve with great care their be-
haviour, and if they find them in any fault as.to
their chaftity, they cut their nofes and éars; and
there are feveral of them, who carry upon their
faces thefe marks of their infidelity.

The Illinois are very well fhaped, and very
dextrous, They are good marks-men with their
arrows and fmall guns, with which they are fup-
plied by the favages, and have a commerce with
the Europeans. This makes them formidable to
other nations, inhabiting to the weftward, who
have no arms.  The Illinois knowing how much
thefe are frighted at the noife of their guns, make
excurfions very far to the weftward, and being
flaves from thence, which they barter with other
Indians for the commodities they want. Thofe
nations are alrogeiher ignorant of iron tools, and
their knives, axcs, and other inftruments, are made
of ilints, and other fharp flones. When the Illi-
nois go upon any expedition, the whole village
muft have notice of ir, and therefore they ufe ta
make an out-crv at the door of their huts the
evening before they go, and the morning they
are fo fet out. Their captains are diftinguithed

from
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from the foldiers by certain fcarfls, made with the
hair of bears, or wild oxen, that are curioufly
‘wrought. They have abundance of game; and
their foil is fo fertile, that their Indian corn feldom
fails, and therefore they feldom fuffer by famine.
They fow beans and melons, which are excellent, and
efpecially thofe whofe feed is red.

Their cabins are very large ;—they are made,
covered, and paved, with mats of marfh ruthes.
Their difhes are of wood, but their {poons are made
with the bones of the fkulls of wild oxen, which
they cut fo as to render them very convenient to
eat their fagamite, or pottage. They have phyfi-
cians, towards whom they are very liberal when
they are fick, thinking that the operation of the
remedies they take, is proportionable to the prefents
they make to thofe who have prefcribed them. They
have no other cloaths but the fkins of beafts. By
an extraordinary fuperftition, fome of the Illinois
and Nadonefians wear women’s apparel. When
they have taken the fame, which they do in their
youth, they never leave it off; and certainly there
mutft be fome myftery inth is matter; for they never
marry, and work in the cabins with women,
which other men think it below them to do. They
may go, however, to the wars; but they muft
ufe only a club, and not bows and arrows, which
are fit, as they fay, only for men. They affift at
all the fuperftitions of their jugglers, and their
felemn dances in honour of the Calumet, at which

they
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they may fing, but it is not lawful for them to
dance. They are called to their councils, and
nothing is determined without their advice; for
becaufe of their extraordinary way of living, they
are generally looked upon as great and incomparable
genii,

The Calumet, is the moft extraordinary thingin
the world. The f{ceptres of our kings are not fo
much refpected; for the favages have fuch a de-
fercnce for this pipe, that they feem to think it the god
of peace, and war, and the arbiter of life and death,
One, with this Calumet, may venture among his
encmies and in the hotteft engagements, they lay
down their arms before the facred pipe. Their
Calumet of peace is different from that of war.
They make ufe of the former to feal their alhances
" and treaties, to travel with fafety, and receive ftran~
gers; and’the other is to proclaim war. It is made
of a red fione, like our marble; the head is like
our common tobacco pipes, but larger; and it is
fixed to 2 hollow reed to hold it for fmoaking.
They adorn it with fine feathers of feveral colours,
and they called it the Calumet of the fun, to whom
they prefentit, cfpecially when they want a change
of weather, thinking that that planet can have
no lefs refpect for it than men have, and therefore
that they thall obtain their defires, They dare not
wath themfclves in riversin the beginning of the
fummer, or tafte the new fruit of trees, before

they
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they have danced the calumet, which they do in
the following manner:

This dance of the calumet is a folemn ceremony
amongft the favages, which they perform upon
important occafions, to confirm an alliance, or

" to make peace with their neighbours. They ufe it
alfo to entertain any nation that comes to vifit
them; and, in this cafe, we may confider it as their
ball. They perform it in winter time in their
cabins, and in open fields in the fummer. They
chufe for this purpofe, a fet place among trees, to
thelter themnfelves againft the heat of the fun, and
Iay in the middle a large mat as a carpet, fet-
ting upon it the god of the chief of the company
who give the ball; for every one has his peculiar
god, whom they call manitoa: it is fometimes 3
fone, a bird, a ferpent, or any thing elfe that they
dream of in their fleep; for they think that this
manitoa will profper their undertakings, as fithing,
hunting, and other enterprifes. To the right of
their manitoa, they place the calumet, as their great
deity, making round about it, a kind of trophy
with their arms. All things being thus def
pofed, and the hour of dancing coming on, thofe
who are fo fing take the moft honourable feats
under the fhade of the trees, or the green arbours
they make, in cafe the trees be not thick enough to
fhade them. Every body fits down afterwards
round about, as they come, having firft of all
falured the manitoa, which they do by blowing

the
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the fmoke of their tobacco upon it; afterwards.
every one of the company, in his turn, takes the
calumet, and, holding it with both his hands, dan-
ces with it, following the cadence of the fongs.
This preludium being over, he who is to begin
the dance appears in the middle of the affembly,
* and, having taken the calumet, prefents it to the
fun, as if he would invite him to fmoke; then he
moves it into an infinite number of poftures, fome-
times laying it near the ground, then ftretching its
wings as if he would make it fly, and then pre-
fenting it to the fpectators, who fmoke with it one
after another, dancing all the while. 'This is the
firft fuene of this favage ball.  The fecond is a
fight with vocal and inftrumental mufic (for they
huve a kind of drum, which agrees pretty well
with the voices). The perfon who dances with the
calumet, gives a fignal to one of their warriors,
who takes a bow and arrows with an axe, from the
trophies already mentioned, and fights the other,
who defends himfelt with the calumet alone, both
of them dancing all the while. The fight being
over, he who holds the calumet makes a {peech,
wherein he gives an account of the battles he has
fought, and the prifoners he has taken, and then
receives 2 gown, or {ome other prefent from the
chief of the ball: he then gives the calumet to
another, who having acted his part, delivers it to
a third, and fo to all the others, till the calumet
returns to the captain, who prefents it to the nation
invited
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invited unto the feaft, asa mark of their friendfhip,
and a confirmation of their alliances.

Such is the account: of the ceremonies of thefe
people, which, for their oddity, we thought
worth prefenting to the reader, and with which
we thall conclude, for the prefent, our account of the
Indian nations inhabiting North America, and pro-
ceed to fpeak of the French fettlement of Canada,
now, both by conqueft and ceffion, becomea pro-
vince of the Britith empire.

OF CANADA.

C ABOT, the famous Italian adventurer, who
failed under a commiffion from Henry the Se-
venth of England, was the firft who difcovered that
vaft extent of country, that now goes under the
name of Canada; but the frugal maxims of that
prince, probably, hindered his making any regular
fettlement there, The difcovery, however, took air,
and we find the French fithing for cod on the
banks of Newfoundland, and along the fea-coaft
of Canada, in the beginning of the fixteenth cen-
‘tury. Nay, about the year 1506, one Denys, a
Frenchman, drew a map of the Gulph of St, Lau-
rence, and within about two years, Aubert, a
thip-mafter of Dieppe, carried over to France
fome of the natives of Canada. Somme time after,
the Spanith conquefts in South America began to
make a great noife all over Europe; but the difco-

Vor. L M m very
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very of this new country not promifing the fame
amazing mines of gold and filver that Peru and
Mexico contained, the French, for fome years,
feem to have entirely negleGted it. Francis L
of France, a fenfible and enterprifing prince, at
laft, in the year 1523, fent four fhips, under the
command of Verazani, a Florentine, to profecute
difcoveries in that country, We are in the dark
as to the particulars of Verazani’s firft expedition.
All we know is, that he returned to France, and
the next vear he undertook a fecond, in which he
touched at the ifland of Madeira, from whence he
direted his courfe to the American coaft. In ap-
proaching it, he met with a violent ftorm; but
came {0 near the coaft, that he faw the natives on
fhore, and could difcern them making friendly
figns inviting him to land. This being found im-
practicable, by reafon of the furf upon the coaft,
one of the failors threw himfelf into the fea; but,
endeavouring to fwim back to the fhip, a furge
threw him on fhore, without figns of life. He was,
however, treated by the natives with fuch care and
humanity, that he recovered his ftrength, and was
fuffered to fwim back to the thip, which immedi-
ately returned to France; and this is all that is
known of Verazani’s fecond voyage. After this,
he embarked on the third expedition, but was
no more heard of ; and it is thought that he and
all his company perithed before he could form
any colont,

Though
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Though Canada gave the French no affurance of
gold, filver, or diamond mines, yet they knew
enough of the country to be fenfible of the vaft
importance to which it might arrive. Not difcou-
raged, therefore, by Verazani’s want of fuccefs,
one Jaques Cartier, a native of St. Malo, in April,
1534, fet fail, under a commiffion from the French
king, and, on the tenth of May following, he ar-
rived at Cape Bonavifta in Newfoundland. He
had with him two fmall thips, containing one
hundred and twenty-two men, and he cruifed
along the coaft of Newfoundland, on which he
difcerned inhabitants, probably the Efquimaug, in
the drefs we have defcribed.  But though he found
many commodious harbours, yet the land was fo
uninviting, and the climate fo cold, that he fet
fail for the gulph, and entered the Bay of Cha-
leurs, or Heats, as he called it, on account of the
fultry weather he then met with. This bay is
by fome called Spanith Bay. Leaving it, Cartier
landed at feveral other places along the coaft of
the gulph, and took pofleflion of the country in
the name of his moft Chriftian majefty—a cheap
method of obtaining dominion. — Returning to
France, that monarch, upon his report, in 1535,
gave him a commiffion, and fent him out with a
large force. After meeting with various ftorms
and feparations, the three thips he had with him
rendezvoufed in the gulph ; but he was compelled
by a tempeft to take refuge in the port of St.

Mm2 Nicholasy
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Nicholas. From thence he failed, on the tenth of
Auguft, and gave the gulph the name of St. Lau-
rence, from his entering it on the day of that fefti-
val; and the river now retains the fame name.
Pafling by the ifle of Anticofti, to which he gave
the name of Afumption, he failed up the river Sa-
guenay, and anchored by a fmall ifland to which he
gave the name of Coudres, or Hazels, from the num-
bers of thofe trces growing upon it. Returning
from thence, and proceeding up the river St.
Laurence, he came to an ifland fo full of vines,
that he called it the ifle of Bacchus; but it now
goes by the name of Orleans. He had, the laft
time he was in Canada, the precaution to carry
two Americans with him to France, where they
learned as much of the language as enabled them
to ferve for interpreters between him and their coun-
trymen.  Sailing up o {fmall river, he had an inter-
view with an Indian chief called-3ennacona, and
he then heard of an Indian town, called Hochela-
ga, which was, as it were, the metropnlis of the
whole country, lying on an ifland, now known by
the name of Montreal, provided with fome kind of
palifadoes, and other works fufhicient to defend it
againft a fudden attack., The inhabitants proba-
bly were the Hurcns, whom we have already mene
tioned, and they treated Carticr and his at-
tendants with an equal degree of hofpitality and
attontthment at their perfons, drefs, and accoutre-
ments. He had at this time with him only one
hip, and tao long boats, having left the reft at

Ste
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St. Croix, to which he returned, and there fpent
the winter, which proved fo fevere, that he and his
people muft have perithed of the fcurvy, had they
not, by the advice of the natives, made ufe of a
decoction of the bark and tops of the white pine.
Cartier was ungenerous enough to kidnap his In-
dian friend, Donnacona, and to carry him, in the
fpring, to France. But, notbeing able to produce
gold and filver, all he faid about the utiliy of the
fettlement, and the fruitfulnefs of the country was
defpifed by the public; fo that in the year 1540,
he was obliged to ferve as pilot to monfieur de Ro-
berval, who was by the French king appointed
viceroy of Canada, and who failed from France
with five veflels. Arriving in the Gulph of St
Laurence, they built a fort, and Roberval left Car-
tier to command a garrifon in it, and went back in
perfon to France, from whence he returned with
additional recruits to his new fettlement, He after-
wards failed up the river St. Laurence, as far as that
of Saguenay, where, by means of a Portuguefe,
he endeavoured, but in vain, to find out a north-
weft paflage to the Eaft Indies. The expeditions
and captivity of Francis L. for fome time, diverted
the attention of the French from improving this
fettlement ; but in 1549, Roberval and his bro-
ther, of whom we have a great charatter, with a
numerous train of adventurers, embarked for the
river St. Laurence, and never were heard .of
more.

This
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This fatal accident difcouraged the public, and
government of France fo greatly, that for fifty
years no meafures were taken for fupplying the
French fettlers that ftill remained in Canada. At
Taft, Henry IV. appointed the marquis de la Roche.
a Breton gentleman, lieutenant-general of Canada,
Hochelaga, Newfoundland, Labrador, and the
bay and river of St. Laurence. This gentleman
fet fail in a fhip from France, in the year 1598,
and landed on the Ifle of Sable, which lies about
fifty feagues to the fouth-eaft of Cape Breton, and
thirty-five eaftward of Canfo. The marquis abfurdly
thought this to be a proper place for ereing a
fettlement but no place could be more unfit for ir
than this was, being fmall, and without any port,
producing nothing but briars. It is narrow, and
has the thape of a bow. In the middle of it
is a lake about five leagues in compafs, and the
ifle itfelf is about ten. It has a fand-bank at each
end, one of which runs north-eaft and by eaft, and
the other fouth-eaft. It has fand-hills, which may
be feen feven or eight leagues offi The hiftory
of the fettlers contains the hiftory of this ex-
pedition. The marquis, after cruifing for fome
time on the coaft of Nova Scotia, returned to
France, without being able to carrv them off the
miferable ifland ; and there he died of grief for
haviog 1+t &Il his intereft at that courr.  As for
his wrcrclied enleny, they muft have perithed had
not a I'rench fhip been wrecked upon the iftand,
and a {ew facep driven upon it at the fame time.

With
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With the boards of the wreck they erected huts ;
with the fheep they fupported nature, and when
they had eat them up they lived on fith ; but their
cloaths wearing out, they made coats of feals-fkins,
and in this miferable condition they fpent feven
years, when Henry IV. ordered Chetodel, who
had been pilot to La Roche to bring them to
France. Chetodel found only twelve of them
alive, and when he returned, Henry had the curio-
fity to fee them in their feal-fkin drefles ; and their
appearance moved him fo much, that he ordered
them a general pardon for their offences, and gave
each of them fifty crowns to begin the world with
anew,

Though La Roche’s patent had been very ample
and exclufive, yet private adventurers had ftill tra-
ded to the river St. Laurence, without any notice
being taken of them by the government. Amongft
others was one Pontgravé, a merchant of St. Malo,
who had made feveral trading voyages for furs to
Tadouflac. Upon thedeath of La Roche, his pa-
tent was renewed in favour of Chauvin, a command-
der in the French navy, and he put himfelf under
the direétion of Pontgravé. In the year 1600,
Chauvin, attended by him, made a voyage to
Tadouflac, where he left fome of his people,
and returned with a very gainful quantity of furs
to France. Next year he renewed the fame voyage
with the like good fortune, but he died while he
was preparing for the third. The many fpecimens

of
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of profit to bemade by the Canadian trade, had led
the French to think favourably of it ; and de Chatte,
the governor of Dieppe, fucceeded Chauvin, as
governor of Canada. De Chatte’s {cheme feems to
have been, to have carried on that trade with France
by a company of Rouen merchants and adventu-
rers. An armament for this purpofe was accord-
ingly equipped, and the command of it given to
Pontgravé, with powers to extend his difcoveries
up the River St. Laurence. Pontgravé with his
fquadron failed in 1603, having in his company
Samuel Champlain, afterwards the famous founder
of Quebec, who had been a captain in the navy,
and was a man of parts and {pirit. Arriving at
‘Tadouffac they left their fhips there, and in a long-
boat they proceeded up the river as far as the Falls
of St. Louis, and then returned to France. By
this time de Chatte was dead, and was fucceeded in
his patent by the Sieur De Monts, whofe commif-
fion for an exclufive fur-trade extended from forty
to fifty-five degrees of north latitude, that is, from
Virginia almoft to the top of Hudfon’s Bay. He
had likewife the power of granting lands as far as
forty-fix; and being licutenant-general of that
whole extenfive province, it may be faid that it
was at his difpofal. The French merchants were
now fowellreconciled to the Canadiantrade, thatDe
Monts was foon enabled to form a company more
confiderable than any that had vet undertaken it,
and who reiclved to avail themielves of their ex-
clufive patent. With
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With this- view they. fitted out four fhips: De
Monts in perfon took the command of two of them,
and wvas attended by Champlain, and a gentleman
called Pontrincourt, with a number of volunteer
adventurers, Ancther of the fhips was deftined
to carry on the fur-trade at Tadouflac, and the
fourth was given to Pontgravé, who, after touch-
ing at Canfo, in Nova Scotia, was ordered to {cour
the fea between Cape Breton and St. John’s Ifland ;
and to clear it of all interlopers. It was on the
feventeenth of March, 1614, when De Monts, fail-
ed from Havre de Grace, and, touchingat Acadia:
he there confifcated the Nightingale, an interlop-
ing veflel which he found in the harbour.
He then fteered towards another haven,
which he called Mutton-haven, on account of a
fheep that tumbled over board there, and where
he remained for a month. Champlain was all
this while in a long-boat in fearch, of a proper
fituation for a fettlement, and at laft he pitched
upon a little ifland which he called by the name of
L’ifle de St. Croix, about twenty leagues to the
weftward of St. John’s River, and about half a
league in circumference. He was followed to this
ifland by M. De Monts; but it foon appeared that
they. had made a very injudicious choice of a fitua-
tion for a fettlement; for though the corn they
fowed there produced very fine crops, and though
they had been very fuccefstul in clearing the

Vor. L N ground,
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¢ und, they found thenfelves, when winter came
611, without frefh water, without wood for firing,
and, to crown their mlwﬂ)l'TllnC;, without frefh
provifions. To fave themfelves the trouble of bring-
ing freth warter from the continent, many of the
new fettlers drank melted fnow, which filled the
little colony wirh difeafes, particularly the fcurvy,
and fivept many of them off  Thofe inconvenien-
ces determined D Monts to remove his fettlement
to Port Royal, which has fince been called An-
napolis Roval, and which, during the winter, had
Leen difeovered by Champlain. By this time,
Pontrravé was returned to St Croix from France;
and found that colony almoft ruined, but agreed
with De Monts in fetiling at Port Roval. Pontrin-
court was fo much cnemoured of this new fitua-
tion, that De Monts, n virtue of his commiffion,
made it over to him, and appointed him, at the
{ame time, to be his licur2nant-general, upon Pon-
trincourt’s propofing to fend for all his family to fet-
tle at Port Roval. De Monts then returned to
France, where matters had taken a turn not at
all in his favour; for the French court began to
hink they had gone upon very miftaken maxims
in the exclufive privilege that had been granted
him. The maflers of the fithing vefivls, the beft
tuade which France then had, made the miniftry
fenfible thar De Monts, on preronce of preventing
the trading with the natives, kept them from the
recellries fie for fith'ng, and that they were upon

th¢
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the point of abandoning the filheries; upon which
De Monts’s patent was revoked, though ten years
of it were ftill to run. This did not damp De
Monts; he engered into new ergagements with
Pontrincourt, who was then likewife in France;
and the latter again failed for America, in an arm-
ed veflel from Rochelle in 1606. By the time they
had arrived at Canfo, the fettlement at Port Royal,
which had been left to the care of Pontgravé, was
reduced to fuch difficulties, that he was obliged
to re-imbark all the inhabitants but two, whom
he left to take care of the effeéts he could not car-
ry off.  Before he left the bay of Fundy, he heard
of Pontrincourt’s airival at Canfe, upon which
he returned to Port Royal, where the other ar-
rived about the fame time. The relief which
Pontrincourt brought to his infunt colony, time
fo feafonably that it again held up its head; but
its profperity was, in a great meafure, owing to
the {pirit and abilities of Le Carbot, a Freich law-
yer, who, partly from f{riendthip to Pontrincourt,
and partly through curiofity, had made this voy-
age. At this time, Pontgrav(, the ableft man by
far of any concerned in the projelt, had refigned
his command, and all concerns with Pontrincourt;
and De Monts, who had fomewhat retrieved his
aflairs, abandoned all connexion with Avadia, aud
was applying himfclf to the fur-trade ar Tauoutive,
His company, who never had forfaken him. firrad
out two fhips, which failed for the River 5t Lau-

TCals
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rence in the {;riny of the year 1608. The fur-
trade w25 now become very confiderable, and the
comrzny, which was moftly compofed of St. Malo
merchants, thiove exceedingly ; but De Monts,
finding their interefts were hurt by his remaining
at their head, -~ relv ithdrew from the aflocia-
tion; upon which the company was re-inftated in
their privileges, and the uie which they made of
thern, was for riiviv private emolument.

Very diferent were the views of Champlain,
whe, afier examining «il the moft promifing places
in Accdia, and on the river St. Laurence, at laft
chofe Gucbec to fettle in.  He arrived there on the
tiindof July, 16¢S, and, after building fome bar-
racis for Iodgings for his people, he began to clear
the ground where they fowed wheat and rve, which
produced vaft returns. Champlain then went back
turned to France, but revifited his colony in 1610,
and found them in a healthful, profperous condi-
tion. It wos at this time that the Iroquois bade
fair to exterminate the Algonquins, and the Hu-
rers, in whofe country Quebec was fituated, and
vho, in hopes of the French affiffance, were ex-
tremely complaifant to the new fettlers.  Champ-
lain, on the other hand, did not fail to give them
all the encouragement they could defire, and fup-
it them with provifions when the hunting fea-
fc.> was over, aiol when they were reduced to the
greateft diftr.5. The Hurons, in the {pring of the
vear 1610, witn their atfliciutes, prepared to take

the
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the field, and Champlain, ignorant of the great
power and fiercenefs of their enemies, was perfuad-
ed to join with them. This ftep was impolitic
in Champlain, who did not forefee that, inftead-
of humbling the Iroquois, and uniting all the In-
dians of that continent with France, he was for-
cing the Iroquois to throw themfelves under the
prote&ion of the Englith and Dutch. He em-
barked on the River Sorel, then called the River
of the Iroquois, with his allies; but after advanc-
ing up it for about fifteen leagues, he was flop-
ped by the Fall of Chambly, and forced to fend
back .his chaloup to Quebec. Though he had
been affured that this Fall would ftop his chaloup,
he continued to march, attended only by two French-
men, who refufed to leave him. Having carried
their canoes over the bearing places, as they are
called, they launched them again above the Fall,
and then he purfued their voyage through a lake, to
which he gave his own name, which it ftill re-
tains, and where the River Sorel ends. 'They
afterwards found a fecond fall at the farther end at
the communication with Lake Sacrament.

During this voyage, Champlain received great
pleafure from the promifing appearance of the
iflands by which he had pafled, but was thocked
by the fuperftitions of his new allies, and the im-
pofitions of their fpiritual jugglers. One of thofe
always attends upon their armies, and covering
himfelf up with fkins, from thence he emits various

founds,
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founds, but fuch as do not refemble human, and
which he pretends come from the god of war.
‘The fame jugglers pretend to the fpirit of divina-
tion ; and when Champlain ufed to reproach them
for their repeated failures, in what they had fore-
told, they had always fome excufe ready. The
tricks of thofe mountebanks, however, were at-
tended with one very bad effect, that they infpired
their votaries with a fpirit of rathnefs and care-
leflnefs, by generally predicting to them good fuc-
cefs.

Upon the borders of the Lake Sacrament ftood
the Iroquois it battle array, though the Hurons
thought to have furprifed them in their village.
It being then late, it was agreed, on both fides,
to defer the battle till next morning. Champlain
in the meantime, attended by a party of his fa-
vages, and his two Frenchmen, withdrew to a
neighbouring wood ; fo that the Iroquois, who
were in number about two hundred, fecing but a
handful of their enemies, made themfelves fure of
victory. They were commanded by three chicls,
who were diftinguithed by larger plumes of feathers
on their hexde, than thofe the others wore, and
were pointed out by the Hurons to Champlain,
who, as foon as the battle began, itlued with his
partv out of his rotrear, and, with the firft dif-
charge of his firclock, killed two of their chiefs,
a~¢ dangeroufly wornded the third.  The confter-
nation and afionifiment of the Iroquois at the ap-

pearance:
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pearance of Champlain with his two companions,
as well as at the report and execution of his fire-
arms, was inexpreffible; and, while he was recharg-
ing his mufket, his two companions having kill-
ed fome more of the Iroquois with theirs, the ene-
my fell into a total rout, and fled as faft as they
could before the victorious allies, who killed fome,
and took others prifoners. The allies then, hav-
ing none killed, and only fourteen or fifteen wound-
ed, fell upon the fpoils of the field, confifting of
fome maize, which they devoured, and it proved
a very feafonable relief to them, their own pro-
vifions being now entirely exhaufted.

As amongft thofe barbarians, the conquerors, as
well as the conquered, make their retreat with
all the difpatch they can, the victor Hurons, af-
ter travelling about eight leagues, ftopped and inti-
mated to one of their captives, that he muft die by
the fame cruel torments that his nation had fo
often inflitted upon their brethren, who had fall-
en into their hands., Champlain ftrongly remon-
firated againtt this inhumanity ; but all he could
gain, either by his authority, or his intreaties,
was, that he fhould be mafter of the captive’s fate,
upon which he immediately flict him dead. The
victors then opened the body, threw the bowels
into the lake, cut off the head, the arms, and
legs, but without rouching the trunk, though be-
fore they have been faid to feed upon it. The
French fay, they kept the fcalp, and cut the heart

in
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in pieces, which they forced the prifoners to eat in
frmall pieces; but that the brother of the dececafed,
who was amongft the captives, {pit out his part
after it had been crammed into his mouth. The
nations of the allies, in this expedition, were the
Algonquins, the Hurons, and the Montagnez.
The firft remained at Quebec; the fecond retreat-
ed to their own country, and the laft to Tadouflac,
where they were joined by Champlain. As they
approached that village, they tied the fcalps to long
poles, as the fignals of their triumph. Their wo-
men no fooner faw them than they threw them-
felves into the river, fwam to their canoes, and
feizing upon the fcalps, hung them round their
necks by way of ornament. They offered one to
Champlain, but he refufed i, and they made him
a prefent of fome bows and arrows, which they
had taken from the enemy, and which they begged
him to prefent to the French king, he being now
upon his return to France.

Champlain, not meeting with a thip at Tadouf-
fac, returned to Quebec, from whence he and
Pontgravé once more embarked for France, leav-
ing the command of their promifing colony to Pe-
ter Chauvin. They waited upon his woft Chriftian
majefty at Fontainbleau ; and then it was that Ca-
nada received the name of New France, by which
the French afterwards affcéted to diflinguith it.
Two merchants, Le Gendre and Collier, chiefs of
tie company, {een precuted two new fhips for

Cham-
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Champlain amd Pontgravé, and, embarking on the
feventh of March, 1610, they arrived the twenty-
fixth of April at Tadouflac, There they put them-
felves at the head of the Montagnez, and proceed-
ing up to Quebec, the allies again marching to the
river Sorel, which was the place of rendezvous:
but when Champlain arrived there, he was not
joined by near fo.many Indians as he expeed;
and he was there obliged to abandon his chaloup,
No fooner was he landed than all his Indians dif
perfed, and he was left alone with four French-
men, the reft of the crew remaining to guard his
chaloup. He began to be diftreffed by the fivam-
pinefs of the ground over which he was obiiged
to march, and the continual bitings of the gnats
and vermin that infefted the air, when one 6f his
favages came running, to tell him that his all'es
were engaged with their enemies. Upon this he
quickened his pace, and foon found that the Hurons
and Algonquins, having attacked their enemies in
their intrenchments, had met with a rzpulie; but he
and his party being reinforced by feven French-
men, made fo furious an attack, that almoft all
the Iroquois were killed or taken prifoners. While
the victor Indians were exercifing their cruelties
upon the vangeshed, Champlain requefted his al.
lies to give him one of the Iroquois captives,
which thay did. He likewife prevailed upon them
to receive a Frenchman into their fociety, that he
might learn their language, and to fend a young

Vor, I, - 0o Hugon
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Huron to France, in order to fee that kingdom,
that he might make a favourable report of the
fame to his friends and countrymen upon his
return.

Henry IV, being dead by this time, by De Mont’s
advice, Champlain applied to Charles of Bourbon,
count of Soiitons, to be the father of New France,
an honour which that prince readily accepted of,
and, having obtained a proper commiffion from
the queen-regent, he neminated Champlain to be
his lieutenant with unlimited powers.  The count
dving foon after, the government of Canada, or
Now France, devolved upon the prince of Conde,
who continued Champlain in his government.
Some commercial ditlerences that happened amongft
the company detained Champlain in France all the
vear 16125 and, on the fixth of March, 1613, he
embarked on board a veflel commanded by Pont-
gravé, for Quebec, before which place he landed
on the feventh of Mar. They found the Quebec
colony in fo thriving a flate that they immediately
proceeded up to Monrreal, and foon after Cham-
plain returned to France with Pontgravé. But
in 1613, he formed fome new engagements
with the mcrchants of Paris, Rouen, and Ro-
chelle ; which were confirmed by the prince of
Conde, who had now aflumed the title of viceroy
of New France.

Champlain, leaving the Recollets, went toMont-
real, where he had another interview with his favage

allies,
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allies, and underteok to head them in a third expe-
dition againft the Iroquois. By this conduét he
made himfelf eheap in the eyes of the Indians;
but fo ftrong was his propenfity to action, that he
left Caron, one of the Recollect fathers, who had
attended him, with the Hurons, and took their
promife that they would not fet out on their expe-
dition, till his return from Quebec, whither he
was called by fome bufinefs.

This Caron was a thorough enthufiaft, and af-
pired to the crown of martyrdom. The favages
regarded Champlain fo little, that they fet ocut
for Montreal before he returned from Quebec, and
carried Caron with them and fome other French-
men. Champlain difpatching his bufinefs at Que-
bec, returned to Montreal with two French-
men, and was there joined by ten more of his coun-
trymen, that had been brought by Caron from Que-
bec, but found no Hurons. Though the difre-
‘gard thewn him by the favages might have excufed
Champlain from fulfilling his engagements, yer,
pretending to be greatly concerned about Caron,
he proceeded to the Huron village, where he met
with his allies. Being now at the head of about
twelve Frenchmen, befides father Caron, who
thirfted to fhed the blood of unbelievers, he thought
himfelf invincible, and fetting out at the head of
his allies, found his enemies intrenched in a fort,
of no mean conftruétion for defence, with trees
cut down to block up the paflages to it, Cham-

Qo plain
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plain immediately led his party to the affault, but
was repulfed with lofs. e endeavowred to fet
fire to the fort; but the Iroquois forefeeing that,
had provided plenty of water, which extinguithed
the flames. He then confiruted a kind of a
wooden ftage, to overlook the building, fo as- that
his mufqueteers being placed on it, might fire
down upon the enemy. Before this expediznt took
effect, he was wounded in the leg and knee, which
firuck the favages with fo much dejection, that
they refufed to follow him ; and he was obliged to
abandon the attack with lofs indeed, but with-
out being purfued or lofing a man in his retreat,
which continued for five and twenty leagues, the
favages carrying their wounded all that wdy upon
hurdles.

After Champlain was cured of his wounds, he
demanded the guides that hadbeen promifed him, to
re-conducthim to Quebec; butthey weredenied him
in the harfheft manner, and he was therefore oblig:
ed to fpend the winter amongft the favages. Hé
then made the beft ufe he could of his time. He
vifited all the Huron villages, and penetrated into
thofe of the Algonquins, as far as the lake Nepif-
fing; and as foon as the river became navigable,
having engaged fome Hurons to be faithful to him,
he fecretly embarked with them, and arrived at
Quebec, with father Caron, on the eleventh of
July, 1616. Both of them were received with
the greateft joy, and having ftaid there for a

month,
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month, Champlain, the fuperior of the miffion,
and Caron, took fhipping for France, leaving only
two of the Recollects, D’Olbeau, and Dupleflys,
in New France.

During his abfence, his Indian allies giving vent
to the fufpicions they entertained of the French
intentions, formed a defign of cutting the throats
of all the French who were amongft them.
Champlain had fettled at Trois Rivieres a fmall
Fyench colony, and two of them were murdered
by the natives, who affembled, to the number of
eight hundred, near that place, to carry their bloody
intentions into execution. Champlain, returning
from France, demanded to have the murderers
of the two Frenchmen delivered up to him. One
of them was fent, and along with him a quantity
of furs to cover the dead, which is an Indian ex-
preflion for making fatisfattion for murder ; and
he was obliged to put up with that kind of
atonement. In the year 1620, the prince of Conde
fold the vice-royalty of New France to his brother-
in-law, the marfhal Montmorenci, who continued
he in his lieutenancy, but intrufted all the
other affairs of Canada to M. Dolu. Champlain
then carried his family over to New France, where
they arrived in the month of May ; and fo greatly
was the company abufed, that at Tadouffac, he
found traders from Rochelle, not only trafficking
with the favages, but bargaining with them for fire-

arms, -
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arms, the moft pernicious commerce that could be
introduced, for the colony.—In the year 1621, the
Iroquois aflembled in three bodies, being deter-
mined, if poffible, to exterminate the French from
amongftthem ; perhaps notmore from any refentment
againtt them, than to gratify that vindiGive fpiric
which they entertained againft the Algonquins and
vhe Hurons. One of thofe bodies attacked the
pafs at the Falls of St. Louis, but were repulfed ;
fome of them were killed, and others fled, carry-
ing with them Poulain, a French Recolle¢t. The
French, in vuin, endeavoured to refcue him; but
they gave one of their captives liberty to re-
pair to his countrymen, and to propofe to ex-
change the Recollect for one of the Iroquois chiefs,
who had been made prifoner.  The captive arrived
at the Iroquois villuge, juft as the fire was prepared,
for putting the Recollet to a miferable death ;
but the terms he propofed were accepted of, and
the exchange was made. The fecond body of the
Troquois went down in thirty canoes to atrack the
convent of tic Recollicts near Quebec; but find-
ing the enterprife too hazardous, thev fell upon 4
party of the Hurons in the neighbouriood, and,
making fome prifoners, ‘thev burned them.  There
15 1o account of what became of the third body.
Champlain, at this time, received a letter from his
moft chriftian majefiy, highly approving of s
conduct, and confirming him in his command ,
while the vice-roy, by rnother letter, exhorted him

)
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to do all the fervice he could to the new pa-
‘Tentees.

The whole colony at Quebec did not exceed
the number of fifty perfons, men, women, and chil-
dren; but an eftablithment had been formed at
Trois Rivieres, and a brifk trade continued to be
carried on at Tadouflac. —~ The Hurons, at this
rime, notwithftanding all the fervices Champlain
had done them, began to #fpect the views of the
Frencir upon their habftations, and to hate them
even worle than they did the Iroquois, whom they
invited to join them in an attempt to exterminate
the French fettlers in their common country.
Champlain, having undoubrted intelligence of their
“defign, difpatched father Caron and two other
miffionaries, to keep the Hurons firm to their alli-
“ance with the French ; but not trufting to this mif-
fion, he built the fort of Qucbec, all of ftone, for
the better protection of his colony. No fooner
was it finithed, than his volatile humour, to the
amazement of the colonifts, led him back w
France, to which, at the fame time, he carried his
family. From whence a body ot five jefuits was
fent, under the conduét of William de Caen, to
Canada, who was accufed of favouring Calvi-
nifm, and imjuring the miffior. — A few das
after their arrival, as two of the meit zealous
of them were preparing to fet out for the conver-
fion of the Hurons, they heard of the death of
Viel, and a young chriftian convert, vwho had been

overlet
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overfet in a boat by thofe barbarians, feemingly
with defign, as they feized upon their baggage.
To the religious difputes that prevailed in France,
it was, moft probably, owing that, about the
year 1626, Quebec began to affume the face of a
city ; but as it was under a Hugonot direftion, the
jefuits prevailed with the duke De Ventadour, to
write a fharp letter to Caen, whom they reprefent-
ed as being the author of all the difficulties they
met with. This divided ftate of the colony had
almoft ruined it. The natives maflacred the French
wherever they could fecurely do it, and religious
difputes in the colony came to fuch a height, that,
in 1627, when Champlain returned to Quebec, he
found no advances had been made, either in build~
ing houfes or clearing the ground .

¥ Richelien was then the firft minifter of France, whofe
character is well known to the world. He hated the French
proteftants, and refolved entirely to alter the: conftitution of
Quebec, Ly putting that colony and its trade into the hands of
a hundred partner:, under the following regulations,—Firft, Thar
the partnerfhip fhould next year (1628) fend over to New France
two or three hundred workmen of all kinds ; and before the ycar
1643, engage to augment the French inhabitants to the number of
fixteen thoufand § to lodge, maintain, and find them in all neceflzs
xies for three years, and then to make an equal diftribution amongt
them of the lands that fhould be cleared, according totheir refpec-
tive wauts, furnifbing each fumily with feed to fow. Eecondly,
That no colonift, who was not a native Frenchman, fhould be
admitted in New France; and that all Hugonots, as well as
firangers, fhould be excluded.  Thirdly, That in every diftri®, at
leaft, three priefts fhould be maintained, whom the parmerfhip was

Chatles
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Charles the Firft quarrelling with France, David
Kertk, commonly called Sir David Kirk, a native
of Dieppe (probably inftigated by Caen, who was
piqued at having loft his exclufive privilege) re-

to fupply with all neceffaries both for their perfons and miffions for
fifteen years; after which time they were to live upon the cleared
lands that were to be affigned them.

On the other hand, his moft chriftian majefty, to indemmify the
partnerfhip for thofe expences, gave up to them in perpetuity the
fort and diftriét of Quebec, with all the territory of New France,
comprehending that part of Florida which had been fettled by his
predeceflors, with all the courfe of the Great River, till it dif-
charges itfelf into the {ea; with al! the ifles, ports, havens, mines,
and fitheries, contained in that vaft extent of territory ; his majefty
referving to himfelf only the faith and homage of the inhabitants,
and 2 golden crown of eight marks weight, to be paid to every
new king of France, together with the provifions for the officers
of juftice, who were to be named, and prefented to him by the
affociates or partners, as foon as it fhould be requifite to eftablifh
a civil government there. The partnerfhip had likewife power
to caft cannon, and to make all forts of arms, as well as to for-
tify places. The fecond article gave the partnerfhip a power of
conveying lands, in fuch proportions as his majefty fhould think
proper, and to annex fuch titles, honours, rights, and powers, to
them, as he fhould preferibe, according to the merits of the perfons,
but with certain reftriCtions and conditions ; but that the ere&ion
of duchies, marquifates, carldoms, and baronies, fhould require
the royal letters of confirmation upon the prefentation of cardinal
Richlieu, great mafter, head, and fuperintendant, of the navigation
and commerce of France. The third article repealed all the former
grants of the fame natare, and gave the parmerfhip for ever all
the fur and peltry, and all other trades, within the before-mentioned
limits for fifteen years, except the fifheries, which his majefty in-
tended fhould be in common to all his fubje&ts. By the fourth ar-
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ceived the command of three Englifh fhips, failed
up the River St. Laurence, ravaged the counrry,
and then proceeded to Quebec, and fummoned the
governor to {urrender.

The infant colony, at that time, was in a mifer-

ticle, the French fettled in Canada, and not depending upon the
partnerfhip, might trade with the natives for furs, provided they
difpofed of their beavers only to the company’s faétors, who were
obliged to take them at a certain price. The fifth article granted to
the company two thips of war, each of two or three hundred tons,
to be viftualled by the company, who were to replace them if loft,
unlefs they were deftroyed or taken by an enemy. By the fixth ar-
ticle, the company was to repay to his majefty the price of two
fhips, if, during the firft ten years of their contraét, they did not
carry over one thoufand five hundred French men and women, to
New France; and their patent was to be void, if they did not
carry over the fame number during the laft five years, By the
feveuth and laft article, all military officers, and foldiers of what-
ever Kind, fout to Canada in thofe two fhips, were to be appointed
by his maj-fly 5 but the company had the power of appointing all
the officers and feldicrs of their own fhips; and his majefty made
them a prefent of four culverins,

By another ordonnance, the king of France gave flill greater
encevragenent to the new colonifts, viz. All tradefmen and
mechanics employed by the company, who fhould chufe to return
to France, after refiding fix years in Canada, had liberty to prace
tife their feveral profeffions in Paris or any place in France:
merchandifes manufadtured there, were to pay no impofts upon
biing imported into France for fifteen years 5 nor was any tax to
be laid upen provifions of any kind exported to the new colony.
Ecclefiaftics, noblemen, and others, affociating in the company,
might do it without derogation to their rank or honours; and his
majefty was to create twelve of the corpany nobles 5 and all the
natives of Canada were, to all intents and p rpofes, to be re-

able
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able fituation, being reduced to feven ounces of
bread a day for each man, and they had but five
pounds of powder in the garrifon. Notwithftand-
ing this, Champlain and Pontgravé, who happen-
ed to be then at Quebec, after fome confultation,
returned for anfwer to the Englith officer, that they
were determined to hold out the fort to the laft
extremity. This bravado, perhaps, would have
been ineffectual, had not Kirk had intelligence from
Caen of a fquadren’s having entered the river, under
Roquemont, with provifions and all kind of ne-
ceflfaries for the new colony. This Roquemont
had been governor and lieutenant-general of New
France under his moft chriftian majefty ; and in-
ftead of avoiding Kirk, he met and fought him,
but was defeated, and his fquadron taken.

This misfortune increafed the diftrefles of the
colony, which now had nothing to depend on but
the labours of fome miffionaries, who had return-

puted natives of Old France. And his majefty referved to hime
felf the qualification of the above articles, in cafe the company
fhould meet with any obftruCtion from war, either civil or fo-
reign.— .

Thefe articles were figned on the nineteenth of April, 1627, and
the duke De Ventadour, at the fame time, refigned into his ma.
jefty’s hands the poft of vice-roy. The company was called that
of New France, and its numbers foon rofe to one hundred and
feven 5 at the head of whom were the cardinal Richlieu himfelf,
the marefchal Defiat, fuperintendant of the finances, and other
perfons of great diftinftion ; but the bulk was compofed of rich
merchants and traders.

Ppa2 ed
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ed to France to folicit their friends for relief. They
were fo fuccefsful as to procure a thip laden with
provifions of all kinds; but it was wrecked be-
fore it touched Quebec. This difafter reduced the
colony to the utmoft diftrefs, which was aggra-
vated by the divifions that prevailed amongft the co-
lonifts themfelves, and the growing difrefpect of
the favages for the French, the caufe of which
fome attributed to the Hugonots introduced amongft
them by Caen. In this extremity, Champlain made
war upon the favages out of mere neceffity; and
the colonifts, who confifted but of one hundred
people, were obliged to repair to the woods, and
there to dig roots for their fuftenance. Towards.
the end of July, 1629, the Englifh, under Kirk,
again appeared off point Levi, and an officer was
fent on fhore to Quebec to fummon it to furrender.
Champlain, in the firuation he then was, looked
upon this fummons as his deliverance, and the capi-
tulation was foon made between him and Kirk’s
two brothers, the one of whom was to command
the fquadron, and the other to be governor of
Quebec.

The treaty being thus finithed, Champlain went
on board one of the Englith fhips for Tadouffac,
and it was met, and would have been taken, by
a French fhip under the command of Emery de
Caen; but his crew being compofed of Calvinifts,
aveording to the French writers, did not chufe to ex-
ert riwmielves cgaintt the Englith,  Upon Champ-
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lam’s return to France, he perceived the public
there divided with regard to Canada; fome think-
ing that it was not worth the reclaiming, as it
had already coft the government vaft fums, with-
out bringing any return; and that it only ferved
to depopulate the mother-country. But thefe con-
fiderations were over-ballanced by the vaft advan-
tages of the fithery, and by its proving a nur-
fery for feamen. Champlain fupported his plan
fo well that he carried his point; and not only
Canada, but Acadia, and the ifle of Cape Breton,
were reftored to the French by the treaty of St.
Germain’s, in 1632. Emery de Caen carried the
treaty to Lewis Kirk, who had been left governor
of Canada, and who refigned his command to him.
By this time, however, the Englith began to have
fome idea of the profits of the fur-trade; for
though, by the treaty of St. Germain’s, none but
the French were to exercife it, Kirk carried it on
for a whole year after the furrender of Quebec.

In 1633, the company of New France re-entered
into all its rights in Canada, of which Champlain
was made governor; and fo indefatigably did he
a&t, that, in a fhort time, he was at the head of a
new armament, -furnithed with a frefh recruit of
Jefuits, inhabitants, and all kinds of neceflaries for
the welfare of the revived colony. In 1634, heen-
deavoured to fettle a miffion in the Huron coun-
try, but met with many difficulties. An Algon-
quin had killed 2 Frenchman, and Champlain had

put
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put the murderer in prifon; the miffionaries were
then ready to depart for the country of the Hurons,
but an Algonquin chief flatly refufed to fuffer them
to embark in their canoes, (the only way by which
they could travel) unlefs his countryman was fet
at liberty. The reafon he gave for his obftinacy
in this point, was, that the parents and relations
of the criminal expected him, and that they durft
carry no Frenchman into their country without
him. It was in vain for the governor to reafon
with the chief on this occafion; for though the
Algonquin had feemed to be fingle in his opinion,
yet it foon appeared that all the others were in
concert with him, and that he fpoke their fenfe;
{o that Champlain perfuaded the miffionaries to drop
their journey for that time.— The zeal of Champ-
lain feems to have been increafed by the difficul-
ties he encountered. The Hurons could not be
perfuaded to admit a miffionary into their country
till they obtained their own terms; and even then,
they appeared fo refcrved that the fathers looked
upon themfelves as fo many fheep in the midft of
wolves. At laft they gained footing in a village
called Jouhatiri, where they made half a dozen
converts, and built a chapel which they dedicated
to St. Jofeph, whofe name they likewife gave to
the village ; and they began to gain fome footing
by their inflexible perfeverance. New France, all
this while, was gaining inhabitants, and the co-
lony was approaching to a degree of confiftency.

In
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In 1635, René Rochauit, eldeft fon of the marquis
de Gamache, having entered into the fociety of
Jefus, refumed the defign he had before formed,
but which had been interrupted by the conqueft
which the Englith had made of Quebec, of found-
ing a college there. While this affair was in agi-
tation, the indefatigable Champlain died, in Decem-
ber, 1635, at Quebec; and, in the year 1606,
M. De Montmagny fucceeded him in the govern-
ment of New France; and M. De L’Ifle command-
ed at the new fettlement of Trois Rivieres; both
of them being knights of Malta, and zealous
for the propagation of the catholic religion.
Montmagny encouraged the Hurons to fend their
children to Quebec, where he had projeted a fe-
minary for them in the college of the Jefuits. But
thofe barbarians ftudied little but their tempo-
rary advantage. While they were eating and
drinking, and receiving prefents, they feemed to
be all compliance, but retratted when they had
nothing more to expet. Five or fix Indians agreed
to fend their fons to the feminary; but after they
were put on board the canoes, they purfued and
took them out of the hands of the fathers. They
foon found that the colony lay ftill under great
difficulties. Montmagny proceeded upon Champ-
lain’s plan; but nothing was to be done with the
favages without rewards. He found his funds
deficient in this refpe, and the ardour of the

natives
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natives cooled every day, till, at laft, they came to be
almoft eftranged from the French. The Iroquois,
who were ftill more untractable than the Hurons
cr the Algonquins, courted their enemies to take
part with them againft the French ; but the Hurons
depending on French affiftance, gave themfelves
very little trouble, till the Iroquois furprifed and
maffacred many of them. In the mear time the Jefuits
wrote over to France in the moft affeting and
pathetic terms, accounts of the difficulties, the dan-
gers, and the unfpeakable fatigues they daily un-
derwent. The Iroquois, notwithftanding all that
Montmagny could do to blind them, were fen-
fible of the real weaknefs of the colony, and even
infulted the governor of Trois Rivieres; fo that the
affairs of New France were in immediate danger
of being ruined, when the European Jefuits, who
had the pofeflion of the confciences of the French
court and miniftry, blew the flames of religion
with fuch efficacy as engaged the queen herfelf
and the princefles of the blood in the fupport of
the colony. In the beginning of the year 1628,
a contagious diftemper broke out in one of the
Huron villages, and, in a fhort time, communicated
itfelf to the whole nation. The favages, who ne-
ver reafon but from appearances, till this happen-
ed, had artributed all the calamities they met with
to the incantations and witchceraft of the chriftians
amonit them; but they were now undeceived.
‘Theio barbarians were as ignorant in treating in-

ward
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ward maladies as they are excellent in curing
external wounds; and the Jefuits adminiftered fuch
effeGtual medicines as ftopped the progrefs of the
diftemper, and greatly reconciled them to their
company. The accounts of this animated the
court of France; fo that a fcheme was formed of
eftablifhing a nunnery at Quebec, to which the
Urfulines and the Hofpitalers offered their perfons
and their fervices with the moft lively zeal. The
commander of Sylleri was indefatigable in fecond-
ing the views of the Jefuits for eretting a fettle-
ment compofed only of chriftians and profelytes,
to be a bulwark for the colony againft the infults
of the Iroquois, and to promote the cultivation of
lands. With this view he fent workmen to Que-
bec, and requefted father Le Jeune to pitch upon
a proper fpot for their fettlement. The father
chofe one on the north-fide of the River St, Lau-
rence, into which twelve chriftian families entered,
whofe numbers foon increafed, and the place at
this time retains the name of the founder. A
fchool for female children, and an hofpital for the
fick, were ftill wanting. The hofpital was equal-
ly to ferve the colonifts and the natives, both being
as yet very indigent; and the fchool was to be un-
der the dire¢tion of French Urfulines, who were to
educate in it not only French, butalfo favage girls.

{The duchefs of Aiguitlon laid the foundation
of the hofpital, and, by her perluafion, the religious
Hofpitalers of Dieppe, all of them females, oftered
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to facrifice all they had to the fervice of fick
Canadians. It was therefore thought proper to
make choice of no more than three, who accord-
ingly departed for the colony. The Urfuline foun-
dation encountered new difficulties. It is poflible
that the company of New France by this time
began to think that the good Jefuits were engrof-
fing too much power to themfelves; and it muft
be confefled that the colony at that junéture wore
the face of a religious feminary rather than a na-
tional undertaking. For that reafon they had giv-
en no attention to the Urfuline foundation. No-
thing, however, could refift the ridiculous fpirit of
devotion that then obtained in France. A young
widow of Alencur, Madame de La Peltrie, devot-
ed her perfon and forture to this eftablithment;
and came to Paris to regulate her proceeding, and
removed from thence t. Tours;—there the found
two Utrfulines fit for her ends, viz. (the illuftrious
Mary of the Incarnation, to fpeak in the terms of
Charlevoiv, who has written her life) and Mary
de Sr. Jeleph.  From Tours this widow removed
to Dicppe, where fhe found a third Urfuline pro-
per for her purpofe. Nothing can exceed the ab-
furdity of the miracles faid to be worked by thofe
holy fifters, who have been alwavs looked upon
by the Canadians as their tutelar angels. They
embarked on the fourth of May, 1639, along with
Madame de La Peltrie and father Vimond, who
had been appointed to fucceed father Le Jeune, as

fuperior
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fuperior of the Jefuit miffion in Canada; and after
a hazardous voyage they landed at Quebec, on the
firft of Auguft. This new kind of miffion makes
a great figure in the annals of Canada. The go-
vernor received the ladies, on their debarkment, at
the head of his troops, who were drawn up under
arms. They entered Quebec under a general dif-
charge of the cannon, and proceeded in triumph,
amidft the acclamations of the people, to the church,
where Te Deum was folemnly fung for their ar-
rival. This was a period of triumph to the Jefuits.
They held forth not only to the favages, but to
the colony, the infinite merits of thofe ladies, who
could exchange eafe and afluence in Europe, for
fatigue and difficulties in America; and the beha-
viour of the ladies themfelves confirmed all they
faid in their praife. Far from being fhocked at the
indigence, poverty, and mean appearance of the
Indian huts, they feemed to rejoice at their having
an opportunity to manifeft their zeal by their in-
tenfe labours for propagating chriftianity. The
enthufiafm of Madame de La Peltrie went to ex-
travagance. She not only firipped herfelf, that the
might cloath the naked favages, but worked with
her own hands in cultivating the ground for their
fubfiftence. The Urfulines and the Hofpitallers
flrove to out-do one another in their zeal; and the
former fettled at Quebec, as the latter did at Syl-
eri, where the hofpital was daily crowded with
patients, The labcurs of thofe goed fifters, aswell
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as the charities of the inhabitants of Quebec, were
inconceivable; but the company failed on their
part, and gave them little or no affiftance. }

While the Canadians were rejoicing in their
zeal the war broke out afreth between the Iro-
quois and the Hurons; which was attended as ufual
with barbarities thocking to human nature *.

# As a fpecimen of thefe cruelties, we here prefent the reader
with the following ftory.—One day, the Hurons having the ad-
vantzge in a fRirmifh, made an Iroquois chief captive, and he was
brought to one of the Huron villages, where the fathers aflembled.
No fooner was he arrived, than it was decreed, in an aflembly
of the ancient favages, that he fhould be prefented to one of their
old chicfs, 1o replace his nephew, who had beeh killed in war,
or to be difpofed of as he fhould think proper. Brebeuf, one of
the Jufuits, immediately refolved to convert him to chriftianity.
The capuive was cloathed in 2 new beaver habit, witha curious
necklace, and his temples were circled with a kind of diadem:
he was furrounded by a troop of triumphant warriors, and feem-
ed 10 be quite unconcerned at his fate. "W hen Brebeuf approach-
el him, he perceived, thar, before his fate was determined, he
had been tortured,  One of his hands had been crufhed between
two flints, and had loft a tinger.  His other hand had loft two,
which had been «ui off by a hatchet. 'ﬂxr;’joints of his arm:
had been bwit, and a grear gath appiarcd upon one of them.
All this had been inflicted upon the poor wretch, before he en-
tered the Huron village; for i:.c no fooner arrived there than he
was treated with the greateft endearments, and a yonng woman
was ailigned him for his wife. Such was this barbarian’s fitua-
ton when he was converted by Brebeuf; and he was cfteemed to
be the firk adult convui, that ever was made ofthe Iroquois na-
sioay being bapiized by the name of Joicple.

Aui this while the captive was loaded with carefles, and Bre-
bewi eas Lufleced o rahe him ro hiv tent every night; but his

By



IN AMERICA. 301

By this time, the fettlement of Trois Rivieres .
began to be greatly reforted to, not only by the
Algonquins, but by the moft diftant northerly na-
tions, particularly the Attikamegues, who lived in

-fores now became putrid and full of worms. To increafe his
mifery, he was carried in tiumph from village to village, and
wherever he came he was obliged to fing, fo that fometimes his
voice entirely failed him; nor had he the leaft refpite, bur when
he was alone with Brebeuf, or fome of the miffionaries. At laft
he was conveyed to the village where the chief lived who was
to be the difpofer of his fate. The captive prefented himfelf, with
an air perfeétly unconcerned, to his fuppofed uncle, who, after
furveying him, talked to him in the following ftrain. ¢ Ne-
¢ phew,” faid he, % you'cannot imagine the joy I conceived,
¢ when I underflood that you were to fupply the place of him

~
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whom I have loft; I had already prepared a mat for you in
¢ my cabin, and it was with the utmoft fatisfaétion, that I re-
< folved to pafs the reft of my days with you in peace; but the
condition I fee you in, forces me to alter my refolution. It
is plain that the tortures you fuffer, muft render your lite
infupportable to yourfelf, and you muft think that Ido you
fervice in abridging its cowrfe. They who have mangled you
in this manner, have caufed your death. Take courage, there-
¢« forc, my dear nephew! Prepare yourfelf this evening to fhew
¢ that you are 2 man, and that you are furperior to the force of
torments.”  The captive heard this difcourfe with the greatcft
indifference, and only anfwered with a refolute voice, that it
was very well.  The fifter of the deceafed then ferved him with
vittuals, and carefled him in the moft affe¢tionate manner, while
the old chieftain put his own pipe into his mouth, and wiped
the fiveat from his brows, with the moft tender demonftrations
of paternal love. Towards noon the captive, af the expence of
his fuppofed uncle, made his farewel feaft, and whiie the inha-
bitants of the viliage weie all atterndled wcound iy, be natangmed
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the neighbourhood of the lake St. Thomas, whom
the fathers who frequented that fettlement found
to be a very trattable race. Another miffion was
formed at Tadouflac, the moft frequented ftation

them as follows: ¢ Brethren, I am about to die. Divert your-
¢ felves boldly around me: be convinced that I am a man, and
¢ that I neither fear death, nor all the torments you can infliét.”
He then began a fong, in which he was joined by the warriors
who were prefent, He was then prefented with victuals, and
when the feaft was ended, he was carried to the place of execution,
which is called the cabin of blood, [or heads cut off } and always
belongs to the head of the village. About eight o’clock in the
evening all the favages of the village being affembled, the
young men who were to be exccutioners of the tragedy, form-
ing the firft row round the prifoner, were exhorted by one of
their infernal elders to behave well, meaning thereby to put him
to the moft excruciating tortures. The prifoner was then feated
on a mat, where his hands were tied, and then rifing, he danced
round the cabin, finging his death fong all the time, and then
replaced himfelf upon the mat.  One of the elders then took from
him his robe, which he faid was deftined for {uch a chief [naming
him] that fuch 2 village was to cut off his head, which, with an
arm, was to be given to fuch another village, to feaft upon it.
According to the French writers, the good father Brebeuf encou-
raged the viétim to {uffer with the fentiments of chriftianity, which
he did with a moft amazing firmnefs, without dropping the
leaft reproachable word. He even talked of the affairs of his
nation, with as much indifference, as if he had been at home
v.ith his family, Eleven fires had been lighted to torment himg
and the <ldors faid it wos of confequence, that he fhould be alive
at fun-rifing, for which reafon his torrures weve prolonged to
that time, v hen the bavbarians, fearing that he thould expire with.
out iron, (aiother of their barbarous {uj.ifiition:) casried him

i
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in all Canada by the favages, particularly the Pa-
pinachies, the Berfiamites, the Mountaineers, and
the Porcupines. Sometimes all thofe nations met
together at Tadouffac; but as foon as their traffic
was over, they returned to their wilds and forefts,
to which they were often followed by the miffion-
aries, who even attended them in their winter hunt-
ings, which prefented the moft dreadful and un-
comfortable fcenes, as the moft frightful defarts
generally fupplied the greateft plenty of game.
But fome of the favages, who refided all the winter
in the neighbourhood of Tadouflac, and were there
converted. — The prefence of the French, how-
ever, in Canada, overawed the five Iroquois Can-
tons, who continued ftill the irreconcileable ene-
mies of the Hurons and the Algonquins; and the
war amongft them was flill carried on, but began
to turn in favour of the Hurons. It appears, that
notwithftanding their docility to be inftructed in
the chriftian religion, the miffionaries never could
prevail with them to abolith the practice of putting
their prifoners to death. All they could do was
to convert and baptize them before they fuffered;
and, like the ancient Dryids, they often rufhed
into the heat of the battle, where they baptized
the wounded, and the dying, or adminiftered to
them other fpiritual affiftance.

out of the village, and cut off one of his feet, a hand, and his

head, which were difpofed of as propofed, while his body was
thrown into a caldron,

The
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"The Iroquois having received a confiderable de-
feat, were cunning enough to lay a plan for dif-
uniting the French from their favage allies, by
exciting in the latter a fufpicion of their fidelity.
With this view, in all their excurfions, they treated
fuch of the French as fell into their hands
with great humanity, but the natives with
their ufual cruelties. A body of them gathered
about Trois Rivieres, which, for fome time, they
had in a manner befieged. M. Champfleurs had
lately fuccceded M. de L’Hle in the government of
that fcrtlement, and when he leaft expected it,
they fent one of their French captives to propofe
a peace with him, provided the Hurons and Al-
gonquins were not comprehended in it. Champ-
fleurs was in no condition to carry on the war;
but the prifoner cautioning him againft the infin-
cerity of the Iroquois, he fent an account of what
was paffing to Montmagny at Quebec, who im-
mediarely came up to Trois Rivieres, and from
thence fent two deputies to demand from the Iro-
quois, that their French prifoners fhould be fet at
Liberty. The deputies were received with great
civility, and in quality of mediators, were feated
on a buckler. After this, the French captives
were brought forth, flightly tied, and then one of
the Troquois chiefs began a formal harangue, ex-
prefling the great defire he and his nation had to
live in friendfhip with the French. In the midft
ot his fpecch he unbound the captives, and, throw-

ing
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‘ing the cords over the pallifades into the river,
he wifhed that the ftream might carry them away
never to be heard of more. He then prefented
the two deputies with a belt of wampum as a
pledge of their liberty, reftored to the children of
Ononthio, or the great mountain, (for {o they
called Montmagny) but when they fpoke of the
French king, they called him the grand Ouonthio.
He then placed two bundles of beaver fkins be-
fore the captives, to ferve them for robes, it be-
ing, as he faid, unjuft to fend them away naked ;
and renewed the affurances he had already given
them of peace, begging in the name of his na-
tion, that Ononthio would conceal under his
cloaths the hatchets of the Algonquins and Hu-
rons, during the negociation, protefting that they
themfelves would commit no hoftility.

While the Indian was yet {peaking, two Algon-
qain canoes came in fight, and were immediately
chaced by the Iroquois. The Algonquins being
overpowered, {fwam on thore, and their canoes
were plundered, in fight of  the French general,
who was preparing to punith their treachery, but
they inftantly vanifhed, and foon after plundered a
number of Huron canoes going to Quebec, laden
wich furs.  But in fat, notwithftanding the accu-
fations brought againft the Iroquois on this occa~
fion, it is no very eafy matter to fix upon them
the charge of treachery for what happened, as the
treaty was not concluded, and it was natural for
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the Iroquois, upon the appearance of their profeffed
enemies, to fufpect the intentions of the French.
However, the favages changed their language
after this accident ; but the affairs of the colony
continued ftill o be fo much negleted by the
company, that it was on the point of being ruined,
when a fpirit for the converfion of the Indians
again broke forth amongft the great in France,
and thirty-five perfons of quality aflociated them-
felves together to fettle Montreal. — The new com-
pany proceeded upon a rational plan. They re-
folved to begin, by ercting upon that ifland 2
French fortification, ftrong enough to refift all the
affaults of the favages ; that the poor French inha-
bitants received into it, fhould be put into a way
to earn their own bread, and that the reft of the
ifland thould be fettled by favages, without refpect
to their tribes, provided they were chriftians, or
willing to become fuch. It was likewife propofed
not only to affure them of prote€tion, againft all
their enemies in this new fettlement, but to pro-
vide them with medicines and fubfiftence, till they
could be fo far civilized as to get their livelihood by
their own labour. To carry this plan into execu-
tion, the French king, in 1640, vefted the pro-
perty of the ifland in the thirty-five aflociates, and
next year one of them, Maifonneuve, a gentleman
of Champaigne, carried thither feveral French fa-
milies, amongft whom was a young lady of
condition, who was propefzd to be invefled with

Abe
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the fuperintendancy of the female colonifts, Mai-
fonneuve being declared governor of the ifland,
on the fifteenth of O&ober following. It was not
before the feventeenth of May next year, that the
French entered into pofleffion of their new habita-
tion and chapel of this ifland, which they did,
with a fuperabundancy of religious  exercifes,
which are too tedious to mention.

Notwithftanding the precaution taken by the
French fettlement at Montreal, the Iroquois flill
continued to make dreadful irruptions into French
Canada, into which they generally penetrated, by
a river called after their own name, but afterwards
by thofe of Richlieu and Sorel. At the entrance
of this river, Montmagny, who fufpeted that the
Iroquois were inftigated and fupplied by the Dutch
fettled in New Holland, now New York, began
to ere€t a fort, and completed it, though the
workmen were interrupted by feven hundred of
the Iroquois, who attacked them, but were re-
pulfed with lofs. Amongft other converts was
Ahafiftari, who was baptized by the name of Eu-
ftace. He was a Huron chief, of fuch diftinguifhed
power and authority that his example brought
an incredible number of his countrymen into the
pale of chriftianity. He raifed a large body of In-
dian warriors, all of them chriftians ; and about this
time the Jefuits received an invitation from a re-
mote nation of Indians, that go by the name of
Pauoirigoudieuhak. Thofe favages inhabit a coun-
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try near the Falls of St. Mary, on the canal by
which the Lake Superior difcharges itfelf into that
of Huron, and may be confidered as lying in the
very heart of French Canada.  The Jefuit fathers,
Ifaac Jogues and Charles Raimbaut undertook this
¢anzercus miffion to the country of the Saulteurs:
Foliowing the Saulteur deputies, they arrived at
their nation, wherc they were affectionately receiv-
ed; but before they could make any confiderable
progrefs, they were recalled to Quebec. By this
time the Iroquois had entered into a confiderable
commerce wich the Dutch at New Holland, to
whom they difpofed of their peltry, and who fur-
nithed them with fire-arms, by which means they
obtained a decifive fuperiority over the Hurons.
Upon their recall from their miffion on the thir-
tecnih of June, 1642, the two Jefuits reached
Quebec, where they had indifpenfable bufinefs, and,
on the firft of Auguft, they fet out under a convoy
of thirteen armed canoes, manned with chriftians,
and converts, under the command of Euftace, and
other cclibrared warriors, whom miftaken chriftia-
nity had now degenerated into miferable bigots ;
for inflead of making preparations to refift an at-
tack, little paffed amongft them but mutual ex-
hortations to fuffer Lravely in the caufe of Chrift.
About fixtcen leagues from Quebec, thev perceived
the footiteps of the Iroquois, but were fo fecure
in their imagined fuperiority, that they proceeded
vir the river without the lestt preczaution, till they

came
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came to a pafs where feventy Iroquois lay in am-
bufh, and where they were faluted with a brifk re-
gular fire, which wounded many of the chriftians,
and pierced their canoes. Seme of them, upon this,
fled ; but the braveft amongft them, encouraged
by twa or three Frenchmen who had accompa-
nied father Jogues, made a refiftance, till their ca-
noes were full of water, and then all of them,
‘but a very few who efcaped in the confufion,
were obliged to furrender themfelves prifoners.
Jogues might have efcaped likewife, and his com-
panions even preffed him to it ; but his frantic zeal
for the crown of martyrdom detained him, and he
refolved to thare the fate of his dear children, as he
called the prifoners. He even baptized an Indian
amidft this fcene of flaughter, with all the compo-
fure imaginable, and then, with Couture, another
Frenchman, who was refolved to follow his for-
tune, furrendered himfelf prifoner to the barba-
rians. 'The French have been at great pains to re-
count all the particulars of the miferies this Jefuit
and his fellow prifoners underwent. Euftace fuf-
fered at the ftake; but as to father Jogues, though
the barbarians had cruthed his hands, cut off his
fingers, and filled his face and whole body with
wounds and fores, that had become putrid, yet he
furvived all his fufferings, and continued indefati-
gable in his profeffion of making profelytes. He
now pafled his time chiefly amongft the Agniers,
who, notwithftanding all the remonftrances of the .

governor
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governor of Canada, refufed to part with him;
aftet a variety of adventures, he efeaped to New
York, and from thence to France.

In the year 1644, the colony of Montreal had
gained over a great number of Indians to the
chriftian faith. The Algonquins, who were feated
on an ifland formed by the Outawas, had the
greateft commerce with our new colonifts ; but
they were headed by a chief who had an invinci-
ble averfion to the chriftian religion, though he
pretended to be a great friend to the French nation.
He was rather more fierce on this head than the
Iroquois themfelves. . This barbarian had a ne-
phew who fettled at Montreal, together with his
wife ; and there, by the perfuafion of two Jefuits,
Vimond and Poncet, they embraced chriftianity,
bur were much grieved to think that their uncle
thould ftill continue in a ftate of obftinate infide-
lity. After feveral difcourfes held between this
profelyte and his ghoftly fathers, upon the means
of converting the uncle, who had been for fome
time gone upon an expedition, the latter appeared
in his nephew’s cabin, and declared that, as he
was traverfing the wilds of the country, he was
feized with an irrcfiftible impulfe to become a chrif-
tian, and that he could have no peace of mind till
he thould repair to Montreal for baptifm, together
with his wife who was impreffed with the fame
fenriments. Maifonneuve and the Jefuits did not
fail to encourage thefe Indians in their pious dif-

pofitions;
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pofitions ; and both- of them were baptized with
great pomp and ceremony.

But about this time, the enemies of the fathers,
both in Canada and Europe, gave out that all theis
labours tended only to eftablifh themfelves in the
fur-trade, which, in fa&, was now ingroffed by
the company of a hundred, or Canadian company.
The latter thought themfelves at laft obliged to
contradi¢t thofe reports, which they did, in an au-
thentic declaration under their hands and feals.
During the wandering and painful life they led for
three years, having received no fupply of cloaths,
they were almoft naked : for want of communion
elements they could not adminifter the facrament ;
and when their wine had failed them, they were
even obliged to fqueeze the wild grapes they
found in the woods. At laft, fome Hurons ven-
tured to go in winter-time upon the ice to Quebec,
where they laid before the governor the diftrefles
of the miffion, and a fupply of provifions was or-
dered for their relief ; but the dangers of the jour-
ney, were fo dreadful that even the moft zealous
declined it, till Breflani, 2 Roman Jefuit, under-
took it. He embarked towards the end of April,
1644, attended by a young Frenchman, and fix
Hurons, two of whom had been faved gut of the
hands of the Iroquois ; but when they came to the
entrance of St. Peter’s Lake, their canoe was
wreckéd; and a thick fnew happening the night
after, feveral of the convoy were fo imprudent as

o
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to fire upon fome favages, which difcovered them
to the Iroquois, who inftantly feized the booty,
killed one of the prifoners, and forced the reft to
travel night and day, fometimes {wimming, and
fometimes on foot, loading them all the way with
fevere baftinadoes ; but they fplit the miffionary’s
left hand between two ftones, and, after coming to
the firft village of the canton of Agnier, his tor-
tures were redoubled, fo that he fell down lifelefs
.and motionlefs ; and to recover him, they cut off
his left thumb and two fingers of his rigfit hand.
The tortures, manglings, and burnings, which
he afterwards underwent, are incredible ; fo
that his body became one continued fore, crawl-
ing with worms and maggots, and emitted {o noi-
fome a {mell, that none durtt approach him. He
underftood at laft from the elders of the barba-
rians, that they were refolved not to put him to
death ; a favour which the good father attributed to
his devotions. He was then configned to a ma-
tron, who treated him with humanity ; but the
ftench iffuing from his fores remained fo offenfive,
that fhe fent him to the next Dutch fettlement to
to be fold. Fortunately for him, he found a
Dutchman who bought him, and after ordering
his wounds to be carefully infpetted, they were
cured, and the father was put on board a thip
landed him at Rochelle towards the end of No-
vember,

The
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The Iroquois now amufed Montmagny with
propofals of peace, which he earneftly withed for ;
but they had no other defign than to have an op-
portunity of learning the fituation of the colony.
At laft Montmagny was-reduced to the moft defpi-
cable thifts, .and obliged to foothe the barba~
tians, to gain a little refpite for himfelf and his
colony, About this time, Champfleurs, governor
of Trois Rivieres, informed Montmagny that fome
Hurons had arrived at Trois Rivieres, with three
Iroquois prifoners, one of whom they had given
to the Algonquins, who had been, with much
difficulty, prevailed upon not to put him to death,
tit he could hear from Montmagny. Upon this
. the latter immediately went up to Trois Rivieres
with fome prefents, and, fummoning together the
heads of the Algonquins and Hurons, he difplaved
his prefents before their eyes, and then informed
them, that, in order to prevent any impofitions
from their common enemies the Iroquois, he only
wanted liberty to fend one of the prifoners to the
cantons of the Iroquois, to inform them, that if
they meant to fave the lives of the other two pri-
foners, they muft immediately fend deputies, with
full power to treat of an accommodation, His
fpeech being finithed, an Algonquin chief arofe;
and, prefenting his prifoner to Montmagny, he told
him, That he could refufe nothing to his father;
and that if his prefents were accepted of, it was
only in order to dry up the tears of a family where

Vor, I ST that



ji4 BRITISH EMPIRE

that captive was to replace one of its dead ; but
that though he withed for a peace, he was afraid it
would be a very difficult matter to effect it. Mont-
magny then turned to the Hurons to know their
fentiments, and one of them told him with a re-
folute air, That he was a warrior, and not a mer-
chant; that he had not left his home to trade,
but to fight; that if the governor had fo great a
defire for prifoners, he might take them ; that he
knew where to make more captives, or to die ; in
which laft cafe he would have the confolation of
dying as a man, but that his nation would fay,
that Ononthio was the caufe of his death. Mont-
magny appeared difconcerted at this fpeech, when
another Huron, who, it feems, was a chriftian, ad-
drefled him, and gave him reafons why the elders
of his nation, of whom none were then prefent,
muft take it highly amifs, if they, who were all
of them voung men, fhould return with merchan-
difes inftead of prifoners, with many other obfer-
vations equally forcible. — His reafoning was un-
anfwerable : Montmagny agreed to it, telling the
aflembly, at the fame time, that it was more
their intereft, than that of the French, to make
peace.—The Hurons then departed with their pri-
foner ; and, on their arrival, a general council of
their nation being called, they refolved that the
two prifoners thould be given up to Montmagny,
who had, by this time, fent home the captive
prefented to him by the Algonquins. The Iro-

- quois,
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quois, to manifeft their defire of peace at the fame
time, fent Couture, who had ftill remained a pri-
foner with them after he had been taken along
with father Jogues, and the captive who had been
taken by the Hurons, and five deputies, with full
power to the Hurons for concluding a treaty. As
foon as thofe deputies arrived at Trois Rivieres,
Montmagny gave them audience in the fquare of
the caftle, which was covered at the top with can-
vas ; he himfelf being feated in an elbow chair,
and attended by Champfleurs, father Vimond, and
the principal inhabitants of the colony ; while the
Iroquois deputies, to fhew their refpect to father
Ononthio, as they called Montmagny, were feated
at his feet upon a mat. The Algonquins, and
other nations of their language, ranged themfelves
oppofite to Montmagny ; but the French and Hu-
rons were feated together; and the Iroquois had
brought along with them feventeen belts of wam-
pum, having run a firing between two poles
from one end to the other of the void fpace, on
which they were feverally to hang the belts *,

* At this conference, the fpeaker of the Iroquois cantong
having prefented Montmagny with one of the belts of wampum,
accompanied it with 2 {peech to this effeét:

“ Ononthio, lend an ear to my voice : all the Iroquois fpeak
¢ by my mouth; my heart harbours no bad fentiments, and all my
¢ intentions are upright. We want to forget our fongs of war,
¢ and to exchange them for {ongs of joy.”

S{2 It
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It is the cuftom of thofe favages, that they nei-
ther give nor receive an anfwer the fame day that
a public propofition is made. Two days after,
Montmagny returned his in a meeting, which

He then began finging, and throwing himfelf into a thoufand
ridiculous attitudes, walking avot, and frequently looking upon
the fun: at length, in a calmer manuer, he proceeded as follows:

¢« The belt, my fither, which I here prefent thee, thanks thee
« for having refcued my brother from the-tooth of the Algonquin ¢
¢ but how couldit thou let him return home by himfelf 7 Had his
« canoe been overt, who was to affift him to bring it to rights ¢
¢ Had he been drowned, or perithed by any other accident, thou
¢ wouldft have heard no woid of peace from us, and wouldft,
s perhaps, have imputed to us the fault committed by thyfelf.”

‘When the orator had finifhed this fpeech, he hung the belt on
the cord j then, wking another, he fixed it to Couture’s arm, and,
tutning again to Montmagny, lic thus addrefled him:

“ My father, this belt Lrings thee back thy fubjeft; but I was

- . i .
¢ far from faying unto him, Nephew, take a canoe, and return

~

(1

home :—mnever could I have been eafy till Ihad certainly heard
11

«~

of his fafe arrival. My brother, whom thou haft fent us back
11

furered a great deal, and underwent many perils. He was
<

obliged alone to carry his own bundle; to {wim all day, to
<

EN

drag his canoe againdt the f2'ls, and to be always on his guard
< againft { rprife.”

The orator accompanied this fpeech with the moft expreffive
aftion, which reprefented a man fometimes pufhing forward a canoe
with a pole, {omeriines paddling with an oar ; fometimes he feemed
to be out of breath, and then.reiming his {pirits, he appeared more
calm. He then feemed as if he had hurt his foot againft a flone in
carrying his bundle 5 and, haiting along as if he had been wounded,
he thus continued his difcourfe : — ¢ Hadft thou but aflifted him in
¢ furmounting the moft difficult parts of his journey.-—Really, my
¢ father, I know rot what became of thy underftanding when thou

was
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was as numerous as the former, and where he made
as many prefents as he had received belts of wam-
pum. Couture, on this occafion ferved as interpre-
ter, and performed his office in a grave folemn
manner, fuitable to the dignity of the perfonage
for whom he interpreted. When he had finifhed
his fpeech, Piefkaret, who was eftcemed one of
the braveft men that ever Canada produced, made
his prefent of a ftone, which he faid he placed
on the tomb of thofe who died in war, that none

« fenteft us back in this manner one of thy children, without an
“ attendant, and without affiftance I did not ferve Courure fo, 1
¢ faid to him, Come along, my nephew, follow me, I will reftore
¢ thee to thy family, at the peril of my own life.”

‘The other belts were difpofed of in the fame manner as the two
precéding; and each of them had a particular allufion to the terms
of the peace in agitation, which was explained by the orator in a
very picturefque manner. One of them levelled the roads, another
of them fmoothed the river, a third furnifhed the contraéting par-
ties with the means of vifiting one another without diftruft of
danger. One was emblematical of the feafts that were to pafs
amongft them ; another of the alliance to be concluded, and their
intentions to reftore the fathers, Jogues and Breflani j others, of
their impatience to fee them return, the cordial reception they
wo 1d meet with, and their thanks for the late deliverance of the
three Iroquois captives. When the delivery of a belt was not ac.
companied with a fpeech, it was with gefticulations and motions,
fufficiently expreffive of the meaning of the orator, who con-
tinued this fatiguing fcene for the amazing fpace of three honrs
without appearing to be heated ; for he afterwardsled up a dance,
and joined in the finging and feafting, which concluded the con-
ference,

might
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might dare to remove their bones or think of re-
venging their death. Negabamat, the chief of the
mountaincers, then made them a prefent of an
elk’s {kin, faying, that it was to make fhoes for the
Iroquois deputies, that they might not hurt their feet
in their return homewards.—The other nations
prefent, probably having with them neither chief
nor interpreters, made no fpeeches. When the
conferences were over, three cannons were fired,
as the governor ordered the favages to be told, to
carry everv where the news of the peace. The
favages were then feafted by the fuperior of the Je-
fuits, and his good cheer rendered them extremely
eloquent, and drew from them many profeffions of
friendthip. Next day, the deputies returned
home, attended by two Hurons, and two Algon-
quins, for whom three Iroquois remained as hof-
tages. 'The treaty was ratified by all the cantons,
efpecially thatof Agnier, which had been in open
war with France. Breflani afterwards returned
to Canada, and underftanding, from the report of
the two Frenchmen, and four favages who had
attended the Iroquois deputies, that the people
were defirous of having miffionaries amongft them,
he eagerly offered himfelf, and even made inter-
eft for the miffion. Next winter, the Iroquois,
the Hurons, and the Algonquins, hunted together,
as if they had been but one nation; a circum-
ftance which had not happened fince the arrival of
the French in Canada ; but juft a5 the latter were be-

ginning



IN AMERICA. 319

ginning to tafte the fweets of peace, the Sokokis,”
who were enemies to the Algonquins, and had
done all they could to hinder the Iroquois from
concluding the treaty, murdered feveral of the
chriftian favages after they had fettled at Sylleri.
The Agniers, to exculpate themfelves, again rati-
fied the treaty by new deputies, who hinted ta
Montmagny, that he ought to be upon his guard
againft all the favages who were not expreflly in-
cluded in the treaty, and that he had it in his
power to bring them in, by procuring the releafe
of fome of their prifoners who had been taken
‘by the allies of the French; but this counfel never
avas followed.

Father Jogues, as well as Breffani, returning to
Canada, being more zealous than ever for the crown
of martyrdom, petitioned the governor for leave
again to vifit the Agniers; which was granted
him, provided he came back after the treaty had
béen ratified by the other four cantons of the Iro-
quois, to give Montmagny an account of the
difpofitions he found them in. But the Algonquiis
very earneftly infifted, that in his firt expedition,
he thould ncither appear in the habit of his or-
der nor fpeak of religion, which advice he com-
plied with. He fet out, on the fixteenth of My,
attended by Bourdon, one of the mott conficer-
able inhabitants of Quebec, and two Algonqui. s,
who carried in their cance prefents from their ra-
sion to that of the Ircquois. At the firft Agnicr

village
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village Jogues came to, he was known by fome
of his former tormentors, who loaded him with
carefles and compliments, fo that Jogues came to
a refolution to fettle among them, and hurried
back to Richlieu, where Montmagny was, to be
difcharged of his promife. He affured that gene-
ral, who well knew from what motives he fpoke,
that he might depend upon the friendfhip of the
Agniers; and, at laft, he was releafed from his
engagement, and returned to his miffion, attended
by a Frenchman and four favages. By this time,
the Upper Iroquois, who compofed the four can-
tons that had not ratified the peace, had recom-
menced hoftilities againft the Hurons, and had fur-
prifed one of their villages. The miffionaries,
however, felicitated themfelves upon the great
progrefs their labours had made during the fhort
interval of peace ;—but they were foon undeceived ;
Father Jogues had fcarcely paffed Trois Rivieres,
when he was abandoned by his four favage guides,
and left alone with his young Frenchman, La
Land. This fudden change was matter of amaze-
ment to the good father, who began, as he
could fpeak their language, to expoftulate very
eloquently with them, but all to no purpofe:
all the favour they thewed him, was, that in-
ftead of burning him and his companion alive,
their heads were cut off wirh a hatchet in their
cabins.

The
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‘The hatred of the chriftians carried them to an
excefs of fury, for they murdered or tormented
them to death, without regard to fex or age, when-
ever they fell into their hands. Amongft others
who died martyrs to their rage, was the brave Pief-
karet, whom one of the parties met alone, and
not daring to attack him to his face, engaged in
a familiar converfation with him, and killed him
from behind. The Algonquin women nobly re-
fifted their enemies on this occafion, and, fighting
their way to the French, were the firft who appriz-
ed them of their danger *.

* One of them, being taken prifoner, was carried to an Iro-
quois village, where fhe was firipped naked, and her hands and
feet bound with ropes, in one of their cabins, In this condition
fhe remained for ten days, the favages fleeping round her every
night. The eleventh night, perceiving they were all afleep, fhe
difengaged one of her hauds, and foon freeing herfelf from the
ropes, went to the door, where fhe fnatched up a hatchet, flew
the favage that lay next her, and fpringing out of the cabin, con-
cealed herfelf in a hollow tree, that fhe had obferved the day be-
fore, near the place. The noife the dying perfon made, foon
alarmed the other favages, and all the young ones fet out in pur-
fuit of here  Percelving, from her tree, that all of them direéed
their courfe one way, and that Lo perfon was near her, fhe left
her funttuary, and flying by an oppoiite direftion, fhe ran into
a foreft without being pereeived,  The fecond day after this hap-
pened, her footfteps were peiceived, and they followed her with
fuch expedition, that, on the third day, fhe difcovered her purfuers
at her heels, She inftantly thiew besfelf into a pond of water
which was near her, whare diving amongft fome weeds and bul-
gufes, fhe gould juii breath above water without being perceived
fo that her putfuers, 1.or naking 2 noit diligent feavch for her,

Vou. L 1 e While
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While the Iroquois were thus fhaking off their
chriftianity, it was taken up by the Abenaquais,
an Indian nation lying between Lake Champlain
and New England, and divided into various tribes
who live on the banks of the river Pentageot;
and, about this time, the colony of New Eng-
land being very ftrong, and many diffenting mi-
nifters, who had been driven from their native coun-
try on account of religion, having fettled there,
fome of them grew as zealous for the converfion
of the Indians as the Jefuits themfelves were, and
had made a very confiderable progrefs in it. This
alarmed the French at Quebec; and father Gabriel
Dreuillettes was fent upon a miffion amongft the
Abenaquais for their converfion. The French fay
that this miffion was folicited for by the Can-
nibas, an Abenaquais nation who traded with
Quebec. Their countrymen who had been con-

were forced to wcturn,  For five and thirty days this poor crea-
ture held on her courfe, through woods and defarts, without any
other fuftenance than roots and wild berrics. When fhe came
to the River St. Laurence, fhe made with her own hands a kind
of a wicker raft, on which fhe paffed it. As fhe went by Trois
Rivieres, without well knowing where fhe was, the perceived
a canoe full of Indi:u‘]s, and, fearing they might be Iroquois, the
again ran into the woods, where fhe remained till fun-fer; but
foon after, continuing hur courfe, fhe aw Thois Rivieres, She
was ticn difeovered by a paity whom fhe knew to be Hurons,
and when they apyrouched her, fhe fquatted down behind a bufh,
calling out to them, that ih: was not in a condition to be feen,
becanfe fhe was mihih They immelia@ly threw her 8 blanket,

verted
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verted by the Englith, and who lay neareft to New
England, beginning to thrive, and to live in much
greater abundance than before, their lands being
much better improved, and their perfons better
cloathed; the Abenaquais, who lay neareft to Ca-
nada, being miferably poor and lazy, no doubt
expected the like defireable change of circumftances
from their converfion by the French; and num-
bers were accordingly made profelytes to the chrif-
tian faith, —

At this period Montmagny received an order
from his court to deliver up his commiffion to d’Ail-
lebouft, who had for fome time commanded at
Trois Rivieres ; and he departed for France with
a great charalter, both for his virrues and abilities.
His fucceffor was faid to be a very deferving
perfon, but a zealot for the converfion of the
Indians, Having great experience in the affairs of
the French colony, high expectations were form-
ed of his government ; and it was owing to neglect
and mifmanagement at home, that they were not
anfwered. — The Andaftes, a warlike tribe of In-
dians, now offered therr affiftance to the Hurons,
againft the Iroquois, who ftill continued to be their
implacable enemies; but the former feemed to have
exchanged for chriftianity all their native courage

and conduéted her to the fort of Trois Rivieres, where fhe re-
counted her ftory; the moft remarkable circumftance of which
is her innate defire of blood, that was fo firong as to induceher
to kil the favage, which occafioned all the danger that afterwards

purfited her,
Tt 2 and
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and love of their country. Depending on the pro-
tection of the French, they civilly declined the of-
fer of the Aundaftes, and giving way to their na-
tural indolence, they made no provifion for their
defence, till the Agniers fell upon their village
of St. Ignatius, and gave them a complete defeat.
Inftead of preparing to revenge their lofs, the Hu-
rons finding their enemies did not follow their
blow, relapfed into all their former fupinenefs; and
for fome timc the colony enjoyed a ftate of tran-
quility, while the French followed the fur-trade
about Trois Rivieres and Tadouflac, with great
fuccefs and profit.  The Iroquois had forefeen the
fecurity of the Hurons; and, watching their time,
they fecretly armed themfelves, when they under-
ftood that the greateft number of the young Hu-
rons were gone to hunt, and, on the fudden, they
invefted the populous village of St. Jofeph.  Father
Daniel, an obftinate enthufiaftic miffionary, who
attended this village, was then faying mafs, and
had but juft time to ftrip himfelf of his ecclefiafti-
cal habit, and to lock up the hdly utenfils, when
he faw himfelf furrounded with the Iroquois, who
flaughtered ail they found. The father intrepidly
ftepped into the midftof the carnage, and, dipping
his handkerchief in water, he baptized by fprink-
ling, many who implored it in their laft moments;
and obflinately refufing to flv, he was himfelf the
laft victim of the fury of the Iroquois, who killed

him
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him with their arrows, and mangled his body in
a barbarous manner.

‘The people of New England, in 1648, fentto
the governor and council of Canada, a propofal
that there fhould be a perpetual peace between
the two colonies, even though their mother-coun-
tries were at war; but it came to nothing. The
Troquois had difcontinued their maffacres for fix
months, and the chriftian Hurons continued to live
with their ufual indolence, as if they had no ene-
my to guard againft, when, on the fixteenth of
March, 1649, before day, a body of one thou-
fand Iroquois fuddenly furprifed the village of St.
Ignatius, and butchered or took prifoners moft of
the inhabitants.

Two hundred of the Iroquois, the main body
of whom had now returned to St. Louis, approach-
ed St. Mary’s, a populous and well-fortified vil-
lage, but fell into an ambufcade of the Hurons,
who killed many of them; and, forcing the reft
to fly, purfued them as far as St. Louis, where
themfelves, who were but a handful, were fur-
prifed in their turn, and furrounded by their ene-
mies. 'They defended themfelves, however, very
bravely; all of them were wounded, many were
killed, fome were made prifoners, but none of
them efcaped ; and in them fell the flower of the
Huron nations The people at St. Mary’s were
overwhelmed with confternation and defpair, at
hearing of this defeat; but the Iroquois, the next

day,
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day were feized with a panic, and returned home,
where they put their prifoners to death by the tor-
ture.— The miffionaries amongft the Indians of
St. Mary’s, upon this, formed a proje&t for col-
lefting together the remains of that nation, and
tranfporting them to fome place of fafety, where
they could not be difturbed by their enemies. For
this purpofe they propofed the ifle of Manitoualin;
a narrow {pot, about forty leagues in length, lying
in the fouth part of lake Huron; but this propo-
fal was reje@ted by the Hurons, becaufe it was
at too great a diftance from their native country;
and they pitched upon the little ifland of St. Jofeph,
lying within fight of their ancient habitations.
This place was foon peopled, and the inhabitants
grew numerous, on account of the convenience
of fithing and hunting in the neigbourhood ; while
the miffionaries, inftead of inftruéting them in the ra-
tional parts of chriftianity, and the arts of induftry,
fpent their time in myftic devotions, and baptized
three thoufand Indians in a thort time. — The f{um-
mer pafled over without any thing remarkable hap-
pening 5 but winter overtook them in a2 moft la-
mentable fituation. So fervid had been their de-
votion, that they had fowed little or nothing ;
their fithery had turned out very ill, and all their
game was foon deftroyed; fo that in the autumn
they began to feel the approaches of famine.
This calamity was followed by a peftilence; and
while the inhabitants of theifle of St. Jofeph were

plunged
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plunged into thefe miferies, news came to the
Huron nation that three hundred Iroquois had
taken the field, and feemed to meditate {fome blow
againft the Tionnontatez Hurons. This tribe was
fo populous, that one of their villages, that of St
John, contained upwards of fix hundred families.
The Huron chiefs, far from keeping upon their
guard, took the field in queft of their enemies,
who, giving them the flip, marched direétly to-
wards St. John’s, where they killed and took pri-
foners all they met with, and put to death father
Garnier. ,

In the mean time, the miferable remains of the
St. Jofeph colony had left it; and many of them
had perithed in the lake, the ice breaking under
them. Thofe who remained alive, who did not
exceed three hundred, applied to father Ragueneau,
their miffionary, to fhelter them from the Iroquois,
by conduéting them to Quebec, where, under the
prote€tion of the governor, they might cultivate
she lands that thould be affigned them. The fa-
ther, by the advice of his brethren, confented,
They fet out by the river of the Quatawas, and,.
defpair rendcring them hardy, they marched on
without being attacked by their enemies. On the
road they met Breffani, who, being informed of the
fate of the chrifian Hurous, thought he could not
do better than go back with Ragueneau ; and accord-
ingly returned to Quebec. — Such of tLe Hurons 33
could not be perfuaded to leave their native couns

try
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try, experienced great varicty of miferies. Some of
them fled for fhelter to other nations, who there-
by drew upon them the arms of the Iroquois;
others of them fettled under the protection of the
Englith, on the borders of Pennfylvania; and fome
of the inhabitants of the villages which remained
ftill undeftroyed followed a different courfe ; for
they fubmitted to the Iroquois, and were taken
into their friendthip and alliance.

The increafe of people at Quebec laid the French
colonifts there under inconceivable difficulties to
fubfift them; and they found themfelves become
almoft as contemptible as their Indian allies had
been, in the eyes of the Iroquois; whilft thofe
of the Hurons who had taken refuge under the
cannon of Quebec, having now wherewithal to
fubfift on, forgot their former miferies, and paffed
from defpondency to prefumption. They affoci-
ated themfelves with their countrvmen at Sylleri,
with the Algonquins of Trois Rivieres, and the
gleanings of their countrymen who had efcaped
the hatchets of the Iroquois, and madly formed
amongft themfelves a confederacy to exterminate
the Iroquois, thofe profeficd enemies to the gof-
pel.  Setting out upon this ill concerted expedition,
they difpatched a Huron, and an Algonquin, to
reconnoitre 2 village of the Agniers, which they
were to attack. The former fell into the hands
of the Agniers, and he betrayed his countrymen
to the enemy, by Lringing them to the place where

they
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_they were lying afleep. They were awakened by 2

difcharge of mufquetry, which killed or difabled
their beft warriors; for the Agniers had time to
take their aim. Some of them, hosvever, fought
their way into a neighbouring wood, where they
faved themfelves; but all the reft were either kill-
ed or burnt alive, excepting two, who efcaped
to Quebec with the melancholy news.—

The French at Tadouflac found it for their in-
tereft to indulge the Algonquins and Hurons,
who repaired thither, with'the ufe of brandy, which
kept them in a perpetual ftate of intoxication ; and
their paffion for ftrong liquors grew everv day
fo violent and intractable, that no authority,
either civil or ecclefiaftic, could put a ftop to it
D’ Aillebouft was now recalled, and M. de Laufon,
one of the chief directors of the Quebec company,
was nominated to fucceed him; but he did not ar-
rive at his government till the next year. He had
great experience in the affairs of the colony, and
had negotiated the reftitution of Quebec by the
Englith; but was amazed to find the colony in
fo miferable a ftate upon his arrival.  The Iroquois
marched up to the very mouth of the French can-
non without fear, and infulted them on all hands,
Bochart, a man of capacity and virtue, was then
the French governor at Trois Rivieres, and had
prevented the vice of drunkennefs from infecting
that fettlement, which, under him, was in very
good order.  Perceiving that the Indians extend-

Vor. L Uw cd
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ed their infults to his government, he fomewhat
unadvifedly marched out in perfon againft them,
and was killed. His death increafed the infolence
of the favages, and the new governor of Quiluc
found himfelf obliged to inclofe Svlleri with a
wall. The Abenaquais were the on'y chritian
pation whom the Iroquois did not attack; but they
were probably reftrained by the refpect they bore
for the Englith. Father Dreuillettes, who feems
to have had the fame zeal, but a much greater
capacity, than his brother miffionaries, had been
long employed with great fuccefs in converting
thefe, and having won their afteltion, he formed
them into a barrier againft the Englith fettlers, —
It was about this time that father Buteux, in tra-
velling to convert Indians in undilcovered regions
of the north, was murdered by the Iroquois. At
laft, the perfeverance and zeal of the Jefuits Lozan
to abate, and fome of them returned to Europe;
amonft whom was father Breflani.— The fettle-
ment at Montreal, partook of the general calumi-
ties. Maifonneuve, who ftill continued to govern
there, found himfelf obliged to go to Old France
for freth recruits; and, in 16353, he returned with,
one hundred men, and a tfemale houfe-keeper,
called Margaret Bourgeois, who afterwards inftitut-
ed the order of the daughters of the congregation,
While Maifonneuve was employed in guarding
Montreal from furprifes, about fixty of the favage
tribe calied Onnondagans, prefented themfelves a

the
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the gate of the fort, and demanded a parley, upon
which fome of them were admitted into the place,
and declared that their nation was difpofed to treat
of a peaces They accompanied their {peech with
prefents, and freth affurances of their fincerity.
Upon this, they were fuffered to return to their
chiefs with the terms offered by the governor, and
in their way they engaged the tribes of Onneyouth
and Goyogouin to join them in the negociation.
The head of the latter not only named his deputies
to go to Montreal, but fent along with him a
belt of wampum, as a token that five hundred
Iroquois were on their march to attack Trois Ri-
vieres. Maifonneuve acquainting Laufon with his
danger, the latter immediately affembled all the
Hurons he could get together, and attacked a body
of the Agniers, whom he defeated, making their
chief and many of their leaders prifoners. An-
other.party of the Iroquois marched up to the very
gates of Quebec, where they made fome prifoners®..

* Amengtt thefe was father Poncet, who was the darling of
the province, whom they carried into captivity, Forty French,
and a number of favages inftantly entered into an affociation to
deliver their miffionary, and, fetting out from Quebec, difcovered
the names of Poncet, and his fellow prifoners, engraved ca the
trunk of 2 tree, with the following note underneath : ¢ Six Hus
¢¢ rons now naturalized Iroquois, and four Agniers have carried
% us off, but as yet done us no harm.” They foon had reafon
to alter their tonej for when they came to the Agnier village,
where an affembly was held, to deliberate on the fate of the pris
foners, a woman came up to the party, and prefented them with

Uuz Peace
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_ Peace was at laft concluded, and a reciprocal
confidence feemed to have been fettled on both fides.
Next year father Le Moyne was fent to Onnon-
dago, to ratify the treaty, and was fo well fatis-
fied with the cordial reception he had from the
favages, that he offered to take up his refidence
with them, which was readily accepted; an apart-
ment was affigned him, and he accerdingly took
poticfion of it. He then fet out for Quebec,
loaded with prefents from all the Iroquois chiefs.

a ftring of wampum, that the might be permitted to cut off one
of the miffionary’s fingers. This favour was granted her; and,
to the great joy of the miffionary, who it feems ufed to perform
the facred ceremonies with the right hand, it was the fore finger of the
_left hand that fhe cut off.  Next day hewas abandoned to the bar-
barous treatment of the children of the feveral villages through
which he was to be carried; apd, at laft, another council affem-
bled, who pronounced fentence, that the Frenchman, his com-
panion, fhould be burnt alive, which was executed immediately;
and that the father thould be put into the hands of a matron who
had loft a near relation in the warj and fhe gave the miffionary
his life. Three days after, an Iroquois came exprefs from Trois
Rivieres with an account that peace was upon the point of being
concluded, and thar Onontlio had obliged the Iroquois to give
him hoftages, whofe lives were to be anfwerable for that of futh:cr
Poucet.

This news entirely altered the father’s fituation. They carried
him to Orange, the neareft Dutch fettlement, where he was new
cloathed, his own cloaths being torn to pieces. Upon his return,
he was condu®ed from one canton to another, with all demon-
ftrations of the moft fincere friendfhip; and at laft arrived, on the
fifth of November, at Quebec, where he was received with the
greatelt joy by his countrymen.
- He
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However, before he had reached there, 2 proof
of the little dependance that is to be had upon the
faith of thofe favages. Being ina canoe with two
Onnondagans, and followed by other canoes, in
which were Algonquins and Hurons, when they
came near Montreal they were furrounded by feveral
boats filled with Agniers, who poured into his
canoes a fire of mufquetry, which killed all the
Algonquins and Hurons, and one of his Onnon-
dagans ; and the enemy then took and bound the
father himfelf, as if he had been a prifoner of war.
They at the fame time told the furviving Onnog-
dagan, that he was at liberty to return home.
But the favage declared, that he never would aban-
don the miffionary, and threatened the Agniers
with the refentment of the Upper Iroquois; fo that
the barbarians, perceiving him to be refolute and
inflexible in his purpofe, unbound the father, and
replaced him under the care of his faithful guide,
who conducted him to Montreal. This action was
difavowed by the Agnier canton: but thefe In-
dians perceiving, that their own importance was
every day diminithing, fecretly refolved to break
the peace, which obliged them never to appear
armed in the French colony, and not to interrupt
the miffionaries in their funétions. In a fhort time
a miffionary was found murdered and fcalped near
Sylleri, and it was plain, that the barbarians had
reflolved upon a rupture,
‘ This,
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This, and many other acts of treachery, at laft
obliged the French to take the field, which they
did, the rather becaufe they knew the Agniers
could not, at that time, be fupported by the upper
Iroquois ; and this had fo good an effe¢t that thofe
barbarians apologized for their conduct, and not
only offered to enter into the treaty without any
reftriCtion, but earneftly petitioned to have a mif~
fionary fent to inftrut them.— About this time,
the Iroquois fo effectually exterminated a nation
called the Eries, that no traces of them now re-
main, nor could it be known they ever had exifted,
were it not for the great lake, on the borders of
which they were fituated, and, which, for that
reafon, ftill bears their name. The Iroquois, at
the beginning of that war, were worfted; but
they purfued it with fuch unrelenting fury as to
effeCt the cataftrophe we have mentioned. The
French were under great apprehenfions, that this
fuccefs of the Iroquois might encourage them to
renew the war, which indeed might have been
the cafe, had not the canton of the Onnondagans
been fo well difpofed to chriftianity, that they re-
fufed to enter into the quarrel. They went far-
ther; for they fent father Dablon, with a commif-
fion from their chiefs, to Quebee, to perfuade M.
Laufon to fend a number of French to {ettle amongft
them. Dablon, attended by a numerous retinue
of the natives, arrived at Quebec; and notwith-
ftanding all thatan ancient Huron, who had lived

long
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long in the Onnondagan country, could .do to dif
fuade him, Laufon refolved to grant the requeft.
Fifty Frenchmen, with the Sieur Dupuis, to com-
mand them, were chofen for the new fettlement.
Three miffionaries were affigned them, and though
the harveft had been but indifferent, Dupuis was
furnithed with provifions to fupply his colony for
a year, and ta fow all the ground that fhould be
afligned him.

The Iroquois raifed four hundred men, whom
they fent out to attack the party under Dupuis on
their march; but, miffing their blow, they fell
upon fome ftray canoes, which they piilaged, pre-
tending that they did not know they belonged to
the French, but thought they were Hurons or Algon-
quins. The flower of the chriftian Hurons were
at this time fettled, to the number of fix hundred,
in the ifle of Orleans, where they had begun to
culdvate the grounds; but they were fo carelefs,
that the Iroquois found means in one day to carry
off fifty of them to their own country, where they
were put to death with moft horrible tortures, with-
out being purfued by Laufon, though the barba-
rians, on their way homewards infulted him under
his own cannon, | '

The Iroquois having fubdued the Hurons, mext
fell upon the Qutawas, but the latter left their
own country, and difperfed themfelves through
various parts of the continent, the bulk of them

fettling
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fettling on the borders of the river which fill beard
their name.  After the entire deftruction of the Hu-
ron habitations, they were joined by the Tionnon-
tatez Hurons, and they moved fouthwards, till
they came to the River Miffiffippi, where, atfirf},
fome of them made an alliance with the Sioux;
but, breaking with them, they were reduced to
the greateft mifery, and obliged to divide them-
felves into little parties, wandering wherever they
could find fubfiftance through the vaft tralts lying
to the eaftward of the Miffiffippi. Two French-
men came up with about twenty of them, whom
they conducted from the banks of lake Michi-
gan, as they had fome furs with them, to Quebec;
where they were favourably received, on account
of their civilities to their two French conductors.
Laufon, hearing that a fettlement of thofe Outa-
was had been made on the borders of lake Michi-
gan, and feeing the. furs to be of an excellent
kind, immediately thought of fending fome French
to fettle among them. Thirty young Frenclimen of-
fered themielves volunteers for thzt fervice, nor
was there wanting plenty of miflibharies, as ufual,
to attend the Outawas on their return. The ad-
venturers fet out from Quebec, about thé twelfth
of Auguft, 1656; but as they drew near Trois Ri-
vieres, they met with an advice-canoe, fent to in-
form them that a party of the Agniers was in the
neighbourhood.  Being thus put upon their guard,
they efcaped the ambufcade the barbarians had

planted
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planted for them, and arrived fafe at Trois Ri-
vieres. The French adventurers landing there, be-
gan ferioufly to refleét upon the dangers they were
about to encounter, efpecially as they faw their
favage friends but ill provided for an engagement.
All of them, therefore, but three, who would not
abandon their ghoftly fathers, refufed to proceed.
The Outawas, however, having pravided them-
felves with fire-arms, with which they had been
before entirely unacquainted, diverted themfelves
with firing them off, which, when they were re-
embarked, inftru¢ted the Agniers, who watched
them, in the route they had taken; and they had
fufficient leifure to prepare a frefh ambufcade. They
were then above the ifland of Montreal ; and the
Agniers, having chofen a proper ftation, poured
into the fix firft canoes, which were filled with
Hurons, all but father Garreau one of the miffion-
aries, a full difcharge of their fire-arms, which
killed many of them; and then, the canoes being
attacked hatchet in hand, ail who did not fall by
the firft difcharge, were Kkilled or made prifoners.
The Outawas, who were not engaged, came too
late to prevent the mifchief which they feemed
refolved to revenge; but, after a brifk {kirmifh,
they intrenched themfelves, and the next day they
departed with all imaginable fecrefy, leaving be-
hind them the two Jefuits, one of whom was mor-
tally wounded, and the three Frenchmen.

Vor. I. X x The
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The French underwent great hardfhips in their
march to the country of the Onnondagans, being
difappointed in their fcheme of fupporting them-
felves by hunting and fithing; and they muft have
perithed for want of the mere neceflaries of life,
had not the elders of the Onnondagans fent them
provifions on the road in canoes. They were, at
the fame time, informed that a vaft number of the
Iroquois, and other favages were affembled on the
borders of the lake Gunnentaha, to receive them;
upon which M. Dupuys prepared to enter the coun-
try, and in fuch a manner as might ftrike the bar-
barians with refpe€t. The French were received
with all the marks of honour, and even devotion,
that the favages could exprefs. Their moft re-
mote cantons demanded miffionaries for their in-
ftruction, and they were obliged to enlarge their
chapel to receive their converts. To give the ut-
moft proof of their friendthip, when the heats of
the country introduced diftempers amongft the
French, the favages cured them by medicines pe-
culiar to themfclves. Thofe friendly appearances
impofed on the greateft part, but the moft fenfible
amongft the French, advifed their countrymen to
be upon their guard, and to build a fort which
might bridle the natives. This advice, however,
could not be complied with, becaufe of the po-
verty of New France; though the neceffity of it be-
came every day more and more appatent.

an
39

The
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The Hurons of the ifle of Orleans, thinking
they were not fafe there, had removed to Quebec,
and, in refentment for the French having, as they
thought, abandoned them to their enemies, they
had fecretly fent a meffage to propofe to the Agniers
an union, and to become one people; and the
latter had embraced the propofal; but the
Hurons retraéting it, they refolved to carry
fire and fword, as they did, into their country., A
great number of the ftraggling Hurons were ac-
cordingly put to death; and, at laft, when the Ag-
niers thought they had been fufficiently humbled,
they fent a deputation of thirty of their chiefs to
‘Quebec to conduct the Hurons to their country.
This deputation behaved with intolerable haugh-
tinefs. ‘The chief of them demanded an audience
in a full affembly, which Laufon was weak enough
to grant, and the manner in whieh he deli-
vered himfelf, together with the haughtinefs of
his demands, was as extraordinary as the humility
with which the French received them. —

The Hurons in general were greatly dif-
gufted with this tamenefs; fome of them were
for joining the Onnondagans, to whom they had
already made propofals for that purpofe; others
were for remaining in the protection of the French;
but the tribe of the Bear remained firm to their
engagements with the Agniers. Thofe points be-
ing fettled, the council was re-affembled, and the
Agnier deputies called in, Laufon himfelf having

Xx2 the
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the meannefs to continue prefent. Father Le Moyne
ferved as interpreter on this occafion, and thus ad-
drefled himfelf to the Agnier deputation, “ Onnon-
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thio, faid he, loves the Hurons, they are his
children, but he does not hold them in pupil-
lage ; thou haft undertaken to conduct them
hence ; they are of age to chufe for themfelves ;

-he opens his arms, and gives them liberty to go

whither they pleafe : for my pare, I will follow
them wherever they go. If they repair, Ag-
nier, to thy country, I will inftruct thee like-
wife in what manner the Author of all things is
to be prayed to and adored ; but I cannot flatter
myfelf that thou wilt hear me; I know thee
and thy indocility ; but I will comfort myfelf
with the Hurons. As to fome canoes which
have been demanded, if you want any, you muft
make them. We have not enough for ourfelves.”
The chief of the Bear tribe then addreffed him-

felf to the deputies in the following manner:
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My brother, Iam yours ;—I throw myfelf with
my eyes thut into your canoes, I am refolved on
every thing, even to die ; but I intend that I
and my family fhall go firft. I will fuffer no
others to embark with me; if afterwards the
reft of my nation fhall join us, it is well : but I
fhall be glad to fee, before-hand, how you treat
me.” He then prefented the deputation with

three belts, to prevail with them to treat him and
his family well.  After this, the Bear tribe, and fa-

ther
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ther Le Moyne embarked with the deputies; and
fome days after their departure, deputies came from
the Onnondagans on the fame errand; but were
incenfed, when they heard that the Bear tribe had
gone off with the Agniers, and began to ufe
threats againft the Hurons, who made the beft
apology they could, but to very little purpofe.
Laufon was then obliged to interpofe, and to tell
them, That they were wanting in the refpet they
owed to their father; that the Hurons in general
were ready to follow them ; but that their wives
and children were terrified at their threats and war-
like appearance, which- were very improper while
they were applying to them as friends and bro-
thers ; that if they would return to their country,
and a&t regularly, the Hurons would wait for
them at Montreal, and give hoftages for the per-
formance of all they had promifed them. This
fpeech, with good entertainment in eating and
drinking for fome days, pacified the deputies,
and they returned home, feemingly well fatisfied.
But the deputation of the Onnondagans was de-
trimental to the interefts of the French in Cana-
da, becaufe it expofed their weaknefs, and their
inability to prote¢t their friendly Indians.
They came, as had been ftipulated at Quebec the
year before, to carry with them the Hurons, who
were accompanied by two Jefuits, and fome French-
men. On the day of embarkation, the latter
were furprifed when the Onnondagans refufed to

fuffer-
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fuffer any but the Hurons to attend them. They,
however, at laft agreed to take fome of the French,
but were fo obftinate againft the Jefuits, who
would by no means abandon their Huron difciples,
that thefe were obliged to embark on board a ca-
noe without any provifion, but a f{mall bag of
meal. This {pecimen of the behaviour of the On-
nondagans created many melancholy apprehenfions
amongft the Hurons, which were foon verified. A
Huron woman had her brains beaten out by an
Onnondagan chief, who attempted to ravith her ;
and foon after, a great number of the moft con-
fiderable Hurons were maflacred, and the furvi-
vors treated as flaves, fome of them being even
burned alive. The two miflionaries and the four
French, who attended the Hurons, expeéted every
moment the fame fate: but (for what reafon does
not appear) they were faved, and arrived with the
convoy at Onnondago, where they underftood from
Dupuys, that a refolution had been taken by the
favages to cut off all the French in their coun-
try #,

* This barbarous refolution took rife from the following occa-
fion.—A body of Onneyouths had murdered three Frenchmen
near Montreal 5 and D’Aillebodt; the French governor at Quebec,
in the room of Lauion, who was recalled to France, feized and
imprifoned all the Iroquois whom he could find in his colony, ull
he fhould receive futisfattion for the death of the Frenchmen.
This exafperated the favage tribes 3 but inftead of proceeding im-
mediately to violences, they coolly refvlved on the following fcheme

Such
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~ Such was the fituation of Fretich Canada, when
the vifcount I’Argenfon, who had been appointed
governor-general of New France, arrrived at Que-
bec to take poflefion of his government. His

of murder, Father Le Moyne was to be fent, attended by a nu-
merous convoy, to protet him, as they pretended, againft the
infults of the young favages, to treat of the ranfom of the Iro-
quois. At the fame time, large bodies of other Indians were
to difperfe themfelves through the neighbourhood of Quebec, who,
as foon as they heard of the deliverance of their countrymen,
were to fall upon the French, and murder them wherever they
could be found, and the colony under Dupuys was to undergo the
fame fate. Thofe favages are inconftant in their refolutions, and
impatient till they come to aétion, when their motive is revenge;
fo that without waiting for Le Moyne, great bodies of the Ag-
niers, Onneyouths, and Onnondagans, took the field with all
their warlike equipages. This alarmed the fufpicions of Dupuys;
and being informed by, a chriftian convert of the truth, he fent 2
courier to M, D’Aillebouft, to warn him of his danger. Asto
himfelf and his people, he could think of no expedient of fafety -
but to fly ; and he immediately fet them to work to make boats in
an outlying barn of the Jefuits, that they might not be difcovered
by the favages, and effected his efcape, according to the French
writers, in the following wonderful roanner:
A young Frenchman, the adopted fon of one of the favages,
perfuaded his father of adoption, that he dreamed of one of thofe
feafts, at which the guefts are obliged to ecat all that is ferved up;
nfifted that fuch a feaft fhould be made, sndfajd he fhould die if the
fmalleft morfel was left. The affeftionate Indian granted the fon’s
requeft, and invited all the tribe to the featt, which was fixed 1,
the fourteenth of March, the day on which the French were to
asternpt their efape.  Every thing fuccesded as the larter couid
with :—~the guetls feafted under the found of all the drum: and
trumpets of the village, till all of then fell fat allesy 5 and the
first
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firft exercife of power there, was to detach about
two hundred men, French and natives, againft the
Iroquois, but thefe could not come up with them.
The favages marched next to furprife the fettle-
ment of Trois Rivieres : they propofed to do this
by amufing De la Potherie, the French comman-
dant there, with a fham conference, and dif-
patched eight of their countrymen to Trois Rivi-
eres for that purpofe: but Potherie was aware of their
intention, and inftantly feized on the eight fava-
ges, one of whom he detained in his own prifon,
and fent the other feven to the governor-general,
by whofe orders they were put to death ; and this
feafonable feverity for fome time reftored tranquillity
to the province.

In 1659, a bithap was fent to refide in Canada.
The firft thing this new prelate did, was to de-
mand the famous father Jerome Lallemant, who

Frenchman, watching his opportunity, flipped out and joined his
companions, who, favoured by the noife, had, by this time, gotoff
in their boats; aud M. Dupuys, after encountering vaft difficul-
ties and fatigues, arrived in fifieen days at Montreal. There
he found confternation and confufion fpread through all the colony.
Parties of the Iroquois covered the country, and, without declar-
ing themfelves enemies, obliged the French to keep within their
walls. Towards the end of May, father Le Moyne, who had
been preaching among the Agniers, was by them fafely conduc-
ted, according to their promife, to Montreal; and they after-
wards joined the other Iroquois ; upon which, thofe favages im-
mediately broke our inte open hottilides, a::d mordered the Algon-
quins, even undér the cannon of the fort of Quebec.

then
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then prefided in the college of La Fléche, from the
general of the Jefuits to attend him to Canada ;
and his requeft was accordingly complied with.
He, however, introduced 2 total alteration into the
ecclefiaftical difcipline and government of Canada,
where no priefts but Jefuits had hitherto found ae-
cefs; fot he firft carried over with him monks of
other orders, who were inftituted to benefices ;
but Montreal and its dependancies remained under
the dire@tion of the fathers of the feminary of St.
Sulpice ; and having obtained from the pope a brief,
appointing him apoftolical vicar of New France, and
being amufed with daily accounts of difcoveries of
nations to the north and weft of Lake Huron; he
prepared, in concert with father Lallemant, who
had been again named fuperior-general of the mif-
fions, for their converfion.

In the year 1660, an Algonquin met with numbers
of his countrymen near Hudfon’s Bay, who had fled
thither from the Iroquois. He found the natives as
well as his countrymen there, fo well difpofed to
join with the French againft the Iroquois, that they
fent him with prefents to the governor-general of
New France, to affure him of their friendfhip and
affiftance. About the fame time, two Frenchmen,
who had wintered on the borders of the upper lake,
by travelling weftward, difcovered the nation of the
Sioux, who, at that time, had never heard of the
French, and who were but little known, even to

Vor. L Yy the
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the Hurons and Algonquins. The Huron nations
of the Tionnontatez and the Outawas, whom
we have already mentioned, trufting to their fire-
arms, fought to make their quarters good amengft
the Sioux, to whom they fled for protetion, and
even killed fome of them ; but thefe people,
though flartled at firfl, attacked their guefts in a
body, and defeated a gteat number of them,
while they maffacred others, whom they drove into
a kind of a pool, where unawares they found
themfelves entangled, and not one man efcaped
death from the arrows of the enemy. This deter-
mined the Hurons to feek their habitations elfe-
where ; and they fettled to the fouth-eaft of the
weftern point of the upper lake.

The Iroquois remained mafters of all the open
country, who ravaged it from Montreal to Que-
bec. A body of feven hundred of them had de-
feated a large party of French and Indians, and
many of the colonifts were making difpofitions to
embark again for Old France. Even the
nuns were obliged to fly from their monafteries, to
take refuge at Montreal and Quebec ; and fo clofely
had the favages blocked up the French within their
walls, that there was all the appearance of an ap-
proaching famine; the Frenchmen, in meny
places, not daring to {tir abroad, either to rear, ¢«
tow; and, towards the end of winter, their encmiesi
appearcd in more numerous bodies, and every where
butchered the French and Indians,  Amongft the

former,
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former, fome perfons of rank loft their lives ; and
amongft the latter, the women, rather than
they would fall into the hands of the Iroquois,
fought as bravely as the men. To heighten
their misfortunes, the inhabitants were attacked
by a kind of hooping cough, which proved epi-
demical and turned into a pleurify that carried off
great numbers, — But while this deplorable ftate
of the colony continued, the councils of the On-
nondagans took a favourable turn for the French,
It feems that, amongft thofe favages, the matrons
form a confiderable part of the government; and
the men, knowing that moft of them were fincere
converts, and friends to the miffionaries, had care-
fully concealed from their females the intended
maffacre of the French under M. Dupuys. On
difcovering that the French and the miffionaries
were gone, the women and their daughters cele-
brated a general mourning, and, it is faid, afferted
their prerogative from the ufurpations of the men
fo refolutely that they fet at liberty all the French
prifoners, amounting to twenty, and converted one
of their cabins into a chapel, where great numbers
of chriftians prayed every day; and in effeting
this great revolution, they were affifted by the
chriftians of the cantons of Goyogouin and On-
neyouth, who continued in the faith. Soon after
this news came the Iroquois difappeared ; and,
towards theend of July, 1661, two canoes, with a
white flag, appeared before Montreal. Being fuf-

Yya2 fered
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fered to approach, they were found to be deputies
from the cantons of Onnondago and Goyogouin ;
and the deputy from the latter had not only
the beft intereft of any man in his canton, but was
the moft determined friend the French had amongft-
all the favages. They brought with them four
Frenchmen, whom they propofed to exchange for
eight Goyogouin prifoners, and to fet at liberty all
their remaining French captives on the like terms.
They prefented Maifonneuve, at the fame time,
with a letter of the remaining French prifoners, in-
forming him of the good treatment they received,
but at the fame time, that if the propofal of their
exchange were rejeted, they muft infallibly un-
dergo the flames. Maifonneuve, not thinking him-
felf fufficiently authorifed to return an anfwer to
thofe propofitions, fent an exprefs with them to
the governor-general, and, in the mean while,
lodged the deputies in his fort. IDD’Argenfon, who,
by this time, had become peevith and four by his
fitvation, and had demanded his recal, with fome
difficulty agreed to the propofals ; but was at firft at
a lofs to find a miffionary, who would venture inta
the favage country, which the Indians infifted on
as an indifpenfable preliminary of the accommao-
dation ; but his uneafinefs was foon over; for the
zealous father Le Moyne chearfully undertook the

embafly,
1Y Argenfon was fucceeded in his government by
the baron D’Avaugour, who had been bred up in
the



IN AMERICA. 349

the wars of Hungary, and was efteemed an honeft
man, as well as a good officer, yet in other re-
fpects was very ill qualified to be 2 governor-
general of New France. Having vifited the pofts
of Canada, he appeared highly furprifed and dif-
appointed at feeing them fo weak, and openly
declared, that if the French court did not fend him
the fupplies and re-inforcements they had promifed
him, he would leave his government, without
waiting for the appointment of his fucceffor. By
this time Le Moyne had left Quebec, while the
fathers Dreuillettes and Dablon failed up the river
Saguenay, as far as the fource of the river Ne-
kouba, thereby to get a paffage into the North
Sea.—After they had pafled the Lake of St. John,
they found fome favages, whom they converted to
chriftianity, about the fource of the River Nekou-
ba, beyond which they could not proceed, on ac-
count of the Iroquois, who were approaching, and
had lately deftroyed a whole nation. — Though the
different tribes and townthips of thofe favages are
independant of one another, and though each
adopts a form of government, as cuftom or ca-
price direéts, yet they commonly have fome perfon
of high diftinétion among them, whom they con-
fider as the chief of their nation, and who guides
them in their general deliberations. The refolution
taken by the Onnondagans to maflacre Dupuys,
and his people, was only that of the tribe which
had fent deputies to Montreal ; for, from what fol-

lows,
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lows, it does not appear to have been the general
fenfe of the nation to break with the French. Fa-
ther Le Moyne, in his travels to the Onnondagan
country, efcaped feveral dangers from the Agniers,
the Onneyouths, and the Tfonnonthouans, who
had no chief in the deputation to Montreal.
When he came within two leagues of Onnonda-
go, he was furprifed to be met by Garakonthie,
the grand chief of the whole nation, and lord of
that canton in particular ; as he knew that thofe
favages feldom or never advance above a quarter of
a mile to meet their deputies on their return. But
this Garakonthic was a very extraordinary perfon-
age, and had nothing about him of the favage,
but his birth and education. By his great credit
with his canton he had faved the lives of all the
French prifoners his people had made, and had
even the addrefs to deliver many who were in the
hands of the Agniers ; and he was inceffantly labour-
ing to bring about a firm alliance between the
French and his countrymen.

On the twelfth of Auguft the deputies of On-
nondago, Goyogoumn, and Tfonnonthouan, affem-
bled in Garakonthie’s cabin, to which Le Moyne
was invited. He accordingly repaired thither, and
opened his negotiation in a folemn and mafterly
manner. Thofe Indians having deliberated upon the
father’s propofals, determined that nine French
prifoners fhould be fent to Onnonthio, but that
they would referve the others in compliment to

him,
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him, to keep him company during the winter ;
and that Garakonthie thould be appointed head of
the deputation which was to be fent to Montreal
to conclude the peace.

In the middle of September, Garakonthie fet
out upon his embafly ; and, upon his arrival at
Montreal, he was received with diftintions due to
the great fervices he had done the colony. Inmany
private conferences he had there with the governor-
general, the latter conceived fo high an opinion of
his fincerity, as well as capacity, that, upon his
promifing him to return in the {pring with the re-
maining French prifoners, all the Iroquois captives
were delivered into his hands, He imagined, that
the fuperior cantons of the Iroquois were fo far in-
yolved in war with the Andaftes, and the Agniers,
with other nations, fupported by the Abenaquais,
that the defire of peace amongft all the Iroquois
would become general : but he foon received in-
telligence, that the Iroquois were victorious over
all their enemies, whom they had either conquered,
or forced to fue for peace. The Onnondagans
hearing of this, and that the Agniers had again
puthed their ravages to the very gates of Montreal,
took arms againft the French. Being no longer
awed.by the prefence of Garakonthie, two hundred
of them invaded the French colonies, and, attack-
ing a great many of the inhabitants of Montreal,
who were at work in the fields, they cut in pieces
the town-major, who had fallied eut with twenty-

fix
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fix foldiers, to bring off the people of Montreal.
In the mean while Le Moyne continued to exercife
his functions amongft the Onnondagans, notwith-
ftanding the hoftilities their countrymen had been
guilty of againft the French; and, by a prudent
courfc of diffimulation, he gained his ends. Gara-
konthie, loaded with valuable prefents, and, attend-
ed by the Iroquois captives, arrived at this critical
jun&ture at Onnondago, and, though greatly
ftartled at the alteration of his people’s fentiments,
he acted with fo much addrefs and firmnefs, that
he not only obtained a ratification of the treaty he
had concluded, but the delivery of all the French
prifoners into the hands of father Le Moyne, ex-
cepting one, who was put to death by his mafter,
becaufe he refufed to join himfelf to a female In-
dian, being already a married man.

The governor now wrote in the ftrongeft terms
to the court of France for re-inforcements, by
Boucher, the commandant of Trois Rivieres, who
was an honeft man, and extremely well acquainted
with the affairs of Canada. The French king,
upon his reprefentations, appeared to be greatly
furprifed that fo promifing a colony fhould have
been fo much neglected, and immediately ordered
four hundred of his troops to embark for Canada,
to ftrengthen the moft expofed pofts. Their arri-
val at Quebec, and Demont’s promife of farther
re-inforcements next year, gave new {pirits to the
celony ; but they were foon damped by the rafh

conduct
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conduct of the governor-general. The ftricteft or-
ders had been iffued by him for preventing the fell-
ing any brandy or fpirituous liquors to the fava-
ges; and a Quebec woman having been dete¢ted
in this faét, was immediately carried.to prifon.
Her tears and the intercefions of her relations
prevailed with father Lallemant to apply for her
releafe to the governor, who, with a ftrange
haughtinefs, anfwered, that, fince the crime was
not punifhable in that woman, it fhould not be fo
in any other perfon. What 1s ftill worfe, he ad-
hered fo firitly to this declaration, that he thought
it a point of honour not to retract it.  This licence
introduced fuch a fpirit of debauchery, not only
among the Indians, but amongft the French fol-
diers, that the clergy were infulted, and all kind of
order and decency in the colony was difregarded ;
upon which the bithop, defpairing of being able
to do any fervice by his authority, refolved to em-
bark for France, and. there to lay his complaints
before the king.

About this time Canada was vifited with
moft terrible tempefls, fiery meteors and earth-
quakes. Trees were torn up by the roots, moun-
tains overturned, whols provinces wrapped in
flames, iffuing in 4 moft portentous manner from
the fubterraneous caverns of the earth. The
troubled ocean caft on fhore its monfters. All
nature was convulfed, and trembled as at its ap-
proaching diffolution. The clergy and religious

Yor. L Z z : orders,
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orders confidered all thefe phecnomena as imme-
diate judgments fent from heaven upon the fins of
the people. They magnified thefe calamities, fuffis
ciently terrible in themfelves, and continued perpe-
tually to exhort the Canadians to repentance, and
an amendment of life, which indeed was now be-
come highly and indifpenfably neceffary ; and it
was afterwards obferved by them, that though
nothing was more plain than that all thefe cala-
mities proceeded from fupernatural caufes, yet that
Heaven, merciful in its chaftifements, had not per=
mitted any of the inhabitants to perith amidft the
horrors of its judgements. At the fame time they
took great pains to foretel a ftill more terrible ca-
taftrophe, if the people, obitinate in their wicked.
nefs, thould not turn from thofe evil courfes which

had awakened the anger of the offended Deity.
Their remonftrances were not loft; they not only
brought the profeffors of chriftianity to a due fenfe
of their crimes and irregularities, but occafioned
great numbers of fincere converfions amongft the
natives, fo that nothing was now to be feen, but
public penances, faftings, alms, pilgrimages, and
proceffions ; and the illicit commerce in {piri-
tuous liquors was folemnly decried and detefted.
Upon the whole, though perhaps, the Jefuits
have not ftuck to firict truth in their reprefenta.
tions of thefe amazing incidents, yet the face
of nature in Canada, to this day, affords fre-
quent evidences that the earthquakes and hurri-
- canes,
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canes, we have mentioned, were the moft dreadful
any country ever fuffered, that was not entirely de-
ftroyed. The confternation even reached the Iro-
quois, who were fo amazed, that though they a-
gain appeared in arms near Montreal, they Joft all
courage, and were beaten in feveral fmall encounters
by the French and their Indians. The fmall-pox,
foon after this, fwept off’ great numbers of the fa-
vages ; and, at laft, they came to be fo well dif~
pofed towards a peace, that the Onnondagans not
only invited the French to refume their former fet-
tlement amongft them, but offered to fend their
daughters as hoftages to Quebec, there to be edu-
cated by the Urfuline nuns, and feemed fincerely
difpofed to favour the chriftian religion,

{Thus it often happens, that what the moft ra.
tional arguments, the force of virtue, and the fa-
cred authority of religion itfelf cannot effeét, a
feries of accidents, arifing merely from natural
caufes, is found fufficient to bring about, Affliction
is generally the beft reformer of depraved mankind,
In the height of profperity and the hurry of the
paffions, menare deaf to remonftrance, and infen-
fible to the calm voice of Reafon ; but when Adver
fity has feized upon them, when misfortunes fols
lowing misfortunes, have oppreflfed and weighed
them down; when Anguifh has taken place of
Pride, and Grief has foftened the heart, then Vice
firft appears in her own hatefu! colours, and is de-
tefted for the miferies entailed upon her; then Vir-

' 4z2 tug



;366 BRITISH EMPIRE

tue appears moft lovely, and is courted for that
happinefs which the brings with her as a dowry.—
It is, probably, for this reafon that we meet with fo
many examples of penitence among thofe whofe
crimes have ruined their perfons or eftates ; and, on
the other hand, fo few; where fortune has fmiled
upon fuccefsful villany. The notion of a particu-
lar providence, has, in fome cafes, as in this be-
fore us, contributed to work wonderful reforma-
tions ; vet, if the matter be impartially confidered,
we fhall find that a perfon has occafion only to confult
hiftory and his own experience in life, to be con-
vinced of the abfolute abfurdity of fuch an opi-
nion.—But as arguments of this kind do not fall
within our province, after having faid thus much
on the fubjet, we fhall leave them to theologians,
and proceed with our hiftory. ]

The company of Canada, at this period, refigned
their right to the French king, who appointed De
Mefy to fucceed the baron D’Avaugour as gover-
nor, and the Sieur Gaudais to go as his commiffa-
rv, and to take poffeffion, in his name, of all New
France. Along with thofe two gentlemen a body of
troops, and one hundred families, for peopling the
colony, embarked, befides other officers of all de-
nominations. The commiffary began by receiving
the oath of allegiance from the inhabitants, and
eftablithing new courts, where new procefles of
Juftice were introduced ; but thofe regulations had

. a very different effet from what his moft chriftian

majefty
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majefty expeCted. ‘The French Canadians, till that
time, had but very few differences among them-
felves, concerning matters of property ; and thofe
few were always decided by the governor-general,
upon the principles of equity and good fenfe. But
no fooner did the above-mentioned regulations take
place, than the Canadians, from being amongft
themfelves the moft inoffenfive people in the world,
became the moft litigious. A council of ftate was
likewife eftablithed in the year 1663. It wascom-
pofed of De Mefy, the governor-general, the bi-
thop of Petrée, Robert the intendant, four coun-
fellors, whom they were to name, a procurator-
general, and a head fecretary.

The Sieur Gaudais returned, according to order,
to France, that he might make a report to the
king of France, of the ftate and difpofitions of
the colony, the condut of D’Avaugour, whofe
feverity had been greatly complained of, and the
manner in which the new governor, and regula-
tions had been received. All this he did ; and
ID’Avaugour having returned to Europe, had his
mafter’s permiffion to re-enter into the emperor’s
fervice againft the Turks in Hungary, where he was
killed the next year. But the arrival of re-inforce-
ments from France retarded the reftoration of peace
with the Itoquois ; for when it was on the point of
being concluded, a Huron, who was a naturalized
Lroquois, fpread a report, that, before he left Trois

' Rivieres,



358 BRITISH EMPIRE

Rivieres, he faw thoufands of foldiers landing at
Quebee, and that the French were in full march to
deftroy the dwellings, and exterminate the race of
the Iroquois. This report broke off, for that time,
the negociation. The favages ftood on their guard,
but without venturing to invade the colony. Per-
ceiving, however, by degrees, that the French had
no hoftile intentions : towards the winter they
made incurfions into the northern parts, where
they were guilty of enormous cruelties.

But fuch was the {pirit of thofe barbarians, that
though, in all probability, they believed the firft re-
port of the French immenfe re-inforcements, it
did not produce from them one advance towards
2 fubmiffion ; and it required all the prudence, and
credit of Garakonthie, to keep them from breaking
into farther hoftilities. He fucceeded fo far that
he affembled the French prifoners, who had been
taken, in the cantons, and gave them an efcort of
twenty Onnondagans, to conduct them to Quebec.
In their vovage thither, they were attacked, on the
fudden, by a party of Algonquins, who took them
for enemies, and killed feveral of the Iroquois; but
the French efcaped unhurt. This accident muft
have produced an immediate, and a frefh rupture,
had not Garakonthie perfuaded the Onnondagans,
that it wus owing to a miftake. Some months
after, the Goyogouin chief agreeably furprifed the
colony ar Quebec with a .pacific vifit, He prew

fented
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{ented the governor-general with belts, on the parts
of all the cantons, excepting that of Onneyouth,
and declared, that they were fully refolved to live
in peace with the colonys The general, though
pleafed with the compliment, put on an air of
fuperiority, and acquainted the Indian, that he was
refolved to be upon his guard againft a nation that
had been fo often trufted by his predecefiors, and
had fo often betrayed them. He, however, treat-
ed the chief with great politenefs and civility. It
was about this time that the colony of Canada was
deeply affeCted by the Englith having gotten pof-
feflion of New York, as we have already mentioned
in the hiftory of that province.

The bithop had been the main inftrument in
procuring the recal of the late governor d’Avau-
gour, and recommened De Mefy to fucceed him:
yet he fcarcely was fixed in his government, when
.the bithop found ke had miftaken his man. The
bithop patronifed the Jefuits, De Mefy hated them;
and the colony was {plit into two parties. The
bithop took advantage of fome unguarded atts,
which the governor could not difprove. But, not-
withftanding all the power of the Jefuits, M. Col-
bert, then firft minifter of France, though obliged
to give way to the recal of De Mefy, did not conceal
his opinion, that the good fathers were rather an
over-match for the credit thatought to be vefted
in a governor-general of fuch a province, and that
care ought to be taken to circumfcribe their power,

and
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and to fend over governors, who could do it with
more temper and prudence *.

The recal of Mefy being refolved on, the king
nominated Daniel de Remi, lord of Courcelles,
to be his fucceffor. and M. Talon, to be intendant,
in the room of Robert, who never had gone to New
France. A commiffion had likewife been iffued out
to empower thefe perfons together with the marquis
De Tracy,who was then in America, to enquire inta
the conduét of De Mefy ; and, if they thought him
culpable, to put him under arreft, and to try him.
At the fame time orders were expedited, for raifing

* When the old Canada company refigned all theigrights in
that country, to his moft chriftian majefty, he transferred the
fame to the Weft-India company, together with the power of
nominating all the governors and officers of Canadaj but the
company, politely enough, declined that honour, and left thofe
nominations in the hands of his majefty, on pretence that they
were not fufficiently acquainted with the affairs of the province
to make a proper choice of its high officers. In confequence
of this fact of felf-Cenial, 1Je Mefv had been appointed governor-ge-
neral of New France, and his majefty alfo nominated the
marquis De Tracy, his viczroy over all America, with a com-
miflion to vifit the French Iflands, and then to repair to New
France, where he was to give orders for the future eftablifhment
of the colony, and for fecuring it againft the Iroquois. This
eommiffion was expedited a little before the difputes between De Mefy
and the bithop began, and when his moft chriftian majefty had,
in confequence of petitiors from the colony, come to a fe-
tious refoiution to fend thither a moft ¢ffectual and powerful fup-
ply, both of troops and inhabitants,

colonifts,



IN AMERIC A, 361

colonifts, and for fending the regiment of Carignan
Salieres, (partof which was with De Tracy, who
was appointed viceroy) to Capada. In June, the
fame year, De Tracy arrived there, with three
companies of that regiment, and inftantly drove
back the Iroquois, who had again begun their
inroads, Dy which feafonable check the inhabitants
got in their harveft without any moleftation. Soon
after, the reft of the regiment of Carignan arrived
with their colonel, M. De Salieres, together with
Courcelles and Talon, on board a powerful {qua-
dron, which carried a great number of families,
tradefmen, articled fervants, the firft horfes that
bad ever been feen in Canada, horned cattle, and
theep. The viceroy then gave orders for building
three forts towards the mouth of the River Riche-
lieu, one upon the fpot where Fort Richelieu had
ftood, the command of which was given to M.
Sorel, from whom it is now called Fort Sorel.
The fecond was built at the foot of a rapid river,
.ca'lled St. Louis; burt afterwards took the name
ot its governor, M. Chambly, who was a great
proprietor of land there, and this was built
on the ruins of a former fort. The third fort was
erefted by M. De Salieres, and was called St. The-
refa. The conftruction of thefe, at firft firuck the
Iroquois with confternation ; and, towards the end
of December, Garakonthie arrived with the de-
puties of his canton, of Goyogouin and of Tfon-
nonthouan.  After delivering his prefenrs, and mak-

VoL, L Aaa ng
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ing the general compliments of fubmiffion, from
the three colonies, he uttered a kind of funeral ora-
‘tion upon the death of father Le Moyne, which
had happened fome time before, in terms that af-
fected and aftonithed his hearers. He touched,
but with great modefty, on his own fervices to the
¢colony, and concluded with a demand of peace,
and the frecdom of all the prifoners of the three
cartens, that had been made fince the laft ex-
change :—the requeft accordingly was granted.

No fooner had they taken leave of the viceroy,
than two bodies of regulars were ordered out
againft the Agniers, and the Onneyouths, under
Courcelles, and Sorel. The Onneyouths imme-
diately offered to make their {ubmiffion, by fend-
ing deputies to Quebec, who are faid to have been
charged with the like commiffion on the part of
the Agniers; but they failed in the negociation;
for the lait mentioned favages had ftill parties in
the field, one of which killed De Chafy, the viceroy’s
nephew, and two other French officers. Sorel
was all this while upon his march againft the Ag-
niers, but on approaching one of “their villages,
he was met by atroop of the warfiors, The chief
of whom was a baftard Fleming, who, approaching,
made fignals for a parley, and acquainted Sorel, that
h: was going to Quebec to treat of peace with
the vicerov; upon which Sorel, without any he-
fitation, accompanied him thither; and being wel}
teceived by the viceroy, he was followed in a day
or two by another Agnier deputy. He too was

civilly
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civilly received ; and fo far were they from being
fufpeted not to be real deputies, that the viceroy
entertained them at his table, where mention was
made of M. de Chafy’s death. Upon this, the laft
arrived barbarian, with a favage air of triumph,
firetching forth his arm, faid, *“ Here, is the
¢ very hand that killed him.” ¢ Then,” replied
the viceroy, ¢ it never fhall kill another;” and he
ordered him immediately to be ftrangled by the
common hangman, which was performed in the
prefence of the baftard Fleming, who was fent to
prifon.

Courcelles, who knew nothing of what had pafl-
ed at Quebec, was then at Corlar, a fettlement
belonging to Albany, upon the borders of the Iro-
quois country; where, before he entered upen
hoftilities with the Iroquois, he prevailed with the
Englith commandant to promife that he would
give no affiftance to the Agniers. Courcelles per-
formed this journey in the midft of winter, walk-
ing with fnow thoes, and carrying his arms and
provifions like the meapeft foldier. When he en-
tered the country of the Agniers, he found their
villages abandoned, and that their children, wo-
men, and old men, had fecured themfelves in the
woods, while their warriors had marched againft
other nations, till they thould know the refult of
the Onneyouths negociation. All he could do
was to kill or pick up a few firagglers of the fa-
vages. Returning to Quebec, he found De Tracy.

Aaa 2 though
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though then above feventy years of age, ready to
fet out on an expedition againft the Onneyouths
and the Agniers. His army was eompofed of fix
hundred regulars, the fame number of Canadians,
and one hundred favages of different nations; burt
he carried with him no more than two pieces of
artillery. 'While he was fetting out, new deputics
came from the two cantons to negociate an accom-
modation, but they were detained prifoners, and
the army began its march, in three divifions, on
‘the fourteenth of September. Their magazines of
provifions were calculated to ferve them till he
fhould arrive in the enemy’s country, where they
counted upon being plentifully fupplied; but, be-
fore they had got half way, they found their provi-
fions at an end; and they muft actually have re-
turned, had it not been for a wood of chefnuts;
on which they lived, till they reached the enemy’s
land. A body of Algonquins, who marched
before the firft divifion, alarmed the inhabitants
of the firft village they reached, which the French
general entered, with all the difplay of military
pomp: but he found no inhabitants there, excepting
a few old men and women, who were too decre-
pid to flv.  Upon fearching farther, they difcovered
an amazing quantity of provifions buried under-
ground, fufficient to ferve all the colony for two
years. —De Tracy, inftead of burning the provifions
be could not carry off, contented himfelf with
burning the cabins, of which he did not leave one

{tanding
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“ftanding in the whole canton; and marched againft

the favages, who were too wife to hazard an en-
‘gagement with him, but bade him defiance in their
woods and faftnefles.

It was now towards the end of O&ober, and,
confequently, too late to proceed againft the canton
of Onneyouth. In De Tracy’s return, his troops
fuffered greatly from the fatigues of their march,
and an officer and fome foldiers were drowned in
paffing Lake Champlain. Upon his arrival at
Quebec, he ordered fome of his prifoners to be
hanged, and fent home the others with the Flemith
baftard. The laft act of his government at New
France was to eftablith the Weft-India company
in all the rights of the.old Canada company, and
then he returned to France.—Canada, notwith-
ftanding all his omiffions, might, however, date
the zra of her importance from his adminiftration.
The late. expedition againft the Iroquois, had it
been properly purfued, muft have rendered her
colonifts refpectable; but her government, notwith-
ftanding the fenfible remonfirances of Talon, went
upon wrong principles. The bigots at the court
of Old France, who guided that king’s confcience,
were devoted to the Jefuits, who appear, by all
their own relations, to have made the converfion
of the Indians the primary objet of the colony;
whereas, in purfuing thofe converfions, as they
did, it was threatened with ruin; becaufe the fa-
vages no fooner became converts than they lived

like
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{ike drones, upon the public ftock, and indulged
their irrefiftible propenfity to indolence.

The afcendancy of the Jefuit counfels at the court
of France could not, however, render it entirely
infenfible of their practices amongft the favages ;
and therefore repeated orders were fent to Talon,
that the miffionaries fhould, by all means, inftruét
the children of the favages in the French language.
Talon ftill exerted amaziag talents in promoting
the profperity and commerce of the colony. He
had been told of filver mines that were to be found
in Canada; but in this he was foon undeceived
by experience; other mines, however, were dif-
covered in great abundance, and efpecially fome
of iron; and Talon formed a fcheme for manufac-
turing it, and fhipping it to Europe from Gafpey,
then in pofleffion of the French. In Auguft, 1666,
he employed La Teflarie to difcover mines; and
be found a very fine one of iron, with a profpect
of copper and other mines.  Soon after, he himfelf
went to France, and prevailed with Colbert to
fend La Potardiere, a farmous miner, to Canada,
where he made a moft favourable report of the
mines, particularly thofe about the town of Champ-
lain, and Cape Magdalen, between Quebec and
Trois Rivieres. In the yesr 146468, fuill L iy of
commerce was publithed in Canada; and this, to-
gether with the difcovery of the mines, and a tan-
rery, which had been fet up with great appearance
of fuccefs, raifed high expetations in thofe who

had
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had any concern with Canada. Yet notwithftand-
ing all the promifing appearances of this colony,
from its mines and manufadtures, they came to
nothing, The Jefuits who had the afcendancy,
thought, perhaps, if the inhabitants thould once be
pofietled of a fpirit of commerce, their functions
muft ceafe of courfe. The Outawas, whom we
have already mentioned to be feated on the upper
lake, now drove a great trade with the French
Canadiansin furs, and folicited that a Jefuit might
be fent amongft them, in hopes that other French
would follow him, and make a fettlement in their
country. This requeft was granted, notwithftand-
ing the dreadful fate of other miffionaries ; and
father Allouez was employed in that miffion. He
furmounted incredible hardithips, in his voyage
thither; and, according to the French writers, was
very fuccefstul in making profelytes among the
unconverted Indian nations of the Outagamis, the
1linois, and even the Sioux, though with the laft
he could converfe only by his interpreters.—And
in exploits like thefe, the fathers took more pains
than in promoting the real intereft of the colony
to which they belonged.

In the mean time, the Iroquois cantons of Agnier
and Onneyouth, at the departure of De Tracy, per-
ceiving the French were now grown too powerful
for them in Canada, made their fubmifficns to
Courcelles, the governor-general, who at their
requett, fent the fathers Bruyas and Fremin to la-

bour
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bour among them in the vineyard of converfions.
Father Garnier was fent after to affift them; but
vifiting the chriftians of Onnondago, he was de-
tained there by Garakonthie, who built him a
cabin and a chapel, and engaged him to remain there
till he thould return from Quebec, where he
was going to folicit for miffionaries to his own can-
ton, and that of Goyoquin. Garakonthie, after
fome ftay at Quebec, returned to Onnondago,
with the fathers Carheil and Milet; and the bithop
of Petrée was fo active, that, excepting the can-
ton of Tfonnonthouan, all the favage nations in
America were provided with miffionaries; but,
notwithftanding all the pains the good fathers took,
their fuccefs in converfions was but very moderate.
The truth is, thofe favages now knew the f{weets
of trade ;—gain was their only religion, and com-
merce their worfhip ; and the labours of the miffion-
aries were defeated partly by their own ill conduct
and enthufiafm, and partly by the paffion for
ftrong liquors which the French, Englith, and
Dutch fettlers had tco much indulged in the pa-
tives of North America,

The colony of Canada, in 1668, put ona pro-
mifing afpect.  People of honourable families, but
{mall fortunes, in Old France, tranfported themfelves
to the New, where they had lands and lordthips
affigned them; and, with a very moderate fhare
of induftry, they were foon enabled to live like
men of quality. Even foldiers were become plan -

ters
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ters and colonifts, and every officer amongft them
was a great landholder. But as thefe habits were
of no long continuance, the French planters hav-
ing found means to fubfit with a little outward -
fhew and fplendour, their toil and application was
laid afide, which always gave the Englifh an im-
portant fuperiority in the folid poffeffions of life.
The tranquillity, however, which the colony en-
joyed was a proof of its profperity; fo that, to-
wards the end of this year, even the Tfonnonthou-
ans applied to M. Courcelles for a miffionary to
inftruct them, and he fent them father Fremin.
The Agniers, who had hitherto appeared the moft
determined enemies of the miffionaries, and who
had fo often embrued their hands in their blood,
became now reconciled to their do€trines; and
vaft numbers of converts were made about the Falls
of St. Lewis; and the mountain. The Iroquois,
remaining in perfet peace, the Algonquins, whom
they had diflodged and driven away, returned to’
their former habitations, all of them converts to
chriftianity; butit is probable that moft of thofe con-
verfions were the effe& of intereft and convenience
only, and feldom fincere.

A mifunderftanding now arofe between Cour-
celles, the governor-general, and Talon, the inten-
dant general of New France, who were both of
them men of great abilities, fo that they lived un-
eafily together, and Talon going over to France
was {ueceeded by M. Bouteroue. This minifter

Vor. L. Bbb brought
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brought along with him a letter from M. Colbert
to Courcelles, which politely gave him to under-
- ftand that he ought to live upon better terms than
he did with the bithop of Petrée and the Jefuits,
and that M. Bouteroue was preferred to the inten-
dancy of the province chiefly on account of the
great regard he had for that order.

For fomc years paft a negociation had been on
foot between the courts of France and Rome about
erefting Quebec into a bifthopric.  As there was
at this time but a very indifferent underftanding
between the two courts, his holinefs made great
difficulties on account of the independancy, which
a bithop of Quebec might affect in fo diftant a
country. At laft, all difficulties were got over, and
his moft chriftian majefty, to make fuitable provi-
fion for the new bifhopric, gave to it, and the
chapter of the cathedral, the rents of the abbey of
Maubec, which was afterwards increafed with thofe
“of the abbey of Benevent. In the mean time the
new bithop of Quebec was {o poor that the bulls
of this creation lay four vears at Rome for want
of money to defray the expence of paffing them.
About this rime, Maifonneuve, who had fo long
and fo worthily governed Montreal, refigned his
poft, and M. Bretonvilliers, as fuperior general of
the feminary of St. Sulpice, named M. Perrot, to.
fucceed him. The latter, who had married a niece
of Talon, thought it beneath his charalter to act
under a commiffion trom a private fubjet, and,

therefore,
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therefore, had intereft enough to obtain a commif-
fion from the king, which, however, exprefily
mentioned that it was granted upon the nomination

of M. Brettonvilliers.
Courcelles was extremely alert in every thing
relating to the intereft of New France, efpecially
with regard to the favages. Underftanding that
the Iroquois, who lay towards the Lake Ontario,
had fent prefents to the Outawas to engage them to
bring their furs to them that they might difpofe of
them to the Englith of New York, he refolved to
check them. For that purpofe he embarked with
a body of troops on the River St. Laurence, and
notwithftanding the great number of falls he met
with between Montreal and Lake Ontario, he
thewed the favages that it would always be in the
power of the French to invade them by boats;
which had all the effet he could have withed for,
by their breaking off their commerce with the Ou-
tawas, and the other northern favages. This voy-
age, however, did fo much prejudice to his health,
that he foon after defired to be recalled. The re-
maining term of his government was chiefly taken
up in replacing the French fettlements of Acadia
and Newfoundland, which had been ceded to the
crown of France, by the treaty of Breda. In the
year 1670, M. Talon, who had retired from the
intendancy of New France, only that he might
refume it with greater advantages, returned to Ca-
_pada. That able minifter, notwithftanding all his
Bbb 2 attachment
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attachment to the Jefuits, was convinced that their
miniftry was prejudicial to the temporal affairs of
the colony; and, during his abfence in France,
he had obtained the re-eftablfhment of the Recol-
lefts. Talon’s view in this was to moderate the
influence and power of the Jefuits over the natives,
whom they abfolutely governed, not only by the
fway they had over their confciences, but by de-
barring them from, or indulging them in, the ufe
of fpirituous liquors. He obtained at the fame
time a recruit of five hundred families from his
moft chriftian majefty for peopling Canada; but
after fetting fail with part of them, the thip they
were in was wrecked and many of them loft. He,
however, foon raifed freth recruits both of Recol-
leéts and inhabitants, with whom he arrived at
Quebec,

His zeal for peopling Canada, was not with-
out its inconveniences; for his colonifts imported
into the country vices till then unknown to the
inhabitants, Three French foldiers meeting with
an Iroquois chief, who had with him a valuable
cargo of furs, firft made him drunk, and then mur-
dered him; but notwithftanding all the precautions
they took, they were difcovered and thrown into
prifon.  While their procefs was preparing, fix
AMihingan Indians, who weie potlefled of furs to
the amount of a thoufand crowns, after being
made drunk, were murdered and robbed by three
other French foldiers, who fold the furs as their

awn
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own property, and had fo little precaution, that
they did not even bury the dead bodies, which
were difcovered by their countrymen. The latter,
imagining the Iroquois were the perpetrators of
the murders, flew to arms, and demanded fa-
tisfaction; but one of the French foldiers, quarrel-
ling with his confederates, difcovered the truth,
and then both the Mahingans and Iroquois united
in a war againft the French. Four of the Mahin-
gans burned the houfe of a French lady with her-
felf in it; and the Iroquois were equally exafperat-
ed by the impeaching murderer’s accufing his con-
federates of defigning to poifon all the favages they
met with. Matters were juft coming to extremi-
ties, when Courcelles arrived at Montreal, and, in
the prefence both of the Mahingans and Iroquois
who were there, put to death the French foldiers
who had murdered the Iroquois chief, promifing
that the affaffins of the three Mahingans fhould
meet with the fame fate, as foon as they could be
difcovered. This example of fpeedy juftice charm-
ed the favages, and difarmed them of their wrath;
and, Courcelles promifing to make good all the
damages that had been done, they laid afide all
farther refentment. Having thus eftablifhed his
authority by his juftice, he applied himfelf to com-
pofe the differences between the Iroquois and the
Outawas, which had broken out into open hofti-
lities; and fo highly was he refpected, that both
fides fent deputies to Quebec, where, chiefly by

the
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the prudence of Garakonthie, all interefts were re-
conciled. That chief, who had a fecret under-
ftanding with the French before the departure of
the deputies to their own country, publicly profefled
his having been long a chriftian in his heart, and
his detefting the errors in which he had been edu-
cated, and earneftly defired the bifhop to baptize
him, which he accordingly performed. The name
he received at the font was Daniel ; and the cere-
mony was attended with a noble entertainment
given to the favage deputies.

While the province of Canada was in this fitua-
tion, a moft dreadful mortality broke out amongft
the northern natives, which carried off whole
tribes, particularly that of the Attikamegues, who
never have been fince heard of, About the fame
time, Tadouflac, which had hitherto been the chief
mart of the Indian favages in the fur trade with
the French, began to be deferted, as likewife did
Trois Rivieres, by means of the fmall-pox break-
ing out, which deftroyed one thoufand five hundred
favages at once. The French, however, main-
tained their fettlement at Trois Rivieres, though
thev could not that at Tadouflac. The fame loath-
fome diftemper made likewife great havock at Syl-
leri, where all the converts died. It was at this
time that the chriftian Huron fettlement of Loretto,
was infticuted by Chaumont ; while the Englith
fuljects of New York, in the neighbaurhood of the

canton
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canton of Agnier, began to tamper with the na-
tives, and to endeavour to bring them over to
proteftantifm, but with little effe. They then
trove to intimidate the women, by telling them
that the government of New York would not fuf-
fer them to appear with beads and other marks of
popery in their province; but all was to no pur-
pofe; and the women, on the head of religion,
proved fill more intraétable than the men. Not-
withftanding this, many of the Agniers continued
to infult the miffionaries. A chief of one of their
cantons turned father Perron out of the aflembly of
the natives, and impofed filence on him; upon
which Perron threatened them with the refent-
ment of the king, and to complain of the affront
to the governor-general. This thew of refolution
in the miffionary, fo greatly daunted the Iroquois
chief, that he came and atked pardon of the fa-
ther, who reproached him for his infolence and
impiety, and would net even hear what the fa-
vage had to urge in behalf of himfelf; and he
immediately undertook to bring all his canton
into the pale of chriftianity. For this purpofe,
he went round to all its elders, and perfuaded them
to agree to a general aflfembly, which being ac-
cordingly held, was opened by a fpeech from the
chief, which might have proceeded from the moft
zealous miffionary. He was feconded by fa-
ther Perrom, and Garakonthie happening luckily
to be there, he harangued in his turn, on the

fame



476 BRITISH EMPIRE

fame fubject with fo much energy that the affem-
bly unanimoufly came to the following refolutions :
Firft, No longer to acknowledge Agrefkoue, the
fupreme deity of thofe favages, as the author of
life, and that he fhould be no longer worthiped ;
Secondly, That their jugglers fhould no longer be
called to vifit their fick ; and, Thirdly, To abolifh

ail indecent and fuperflitious dances.
Notwithftanding thefe promifing appearances,
father Bruyas, the miffionary in the eanton of On-
neyouth, had very indifferent fuccefs, though he
was feconded by the indefatigable zeal of Ga-
rakonthie. The miffionaries attributed the aver-
fion of the natives for them to the neighbourhood
of New York, from which they were furnithed
with fpirituous liquors. Al the zeal of Garakon-
thie, and his affiftant miffionary, could not prevail
with the favages to declare for them. They com-
forted themfelves, however, by peopling heaven
with a great number of children, whom they bap-
tized in the laft ftages of their lives. But they
had better fuccefs with the other cantons of the
Upper Iroquois. who were farther removed from
the Inglifh, and had been greatly mortified by the
late wars; and they had fhll greater with the
Upper Algonquins, in whofe converfion not only
the miffiorarics, but the government of New
France took great concern. A large quantity of
ground was cleared and {own with grain of all
kind, near the Fall of St. Marv, which was in the
| heart
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heart of their fettlements, and was the centre of a
confiderable commerce. :

Courcelles, ever fince the French expeditions
againft the Agniers, had treated all the nations in
the neighbourhood of New France, as his mafter’s
fubjects, and had been at great pains in prefcribing
to them the terms of their pacifications with one
another. This haughtinefs had a confiderable effect
upon the Indians lying in the neighbourhood of
the French, who found their account in the fame ;
but it was by no means relithed by the Tfonnon-
ans, who fell upon the Pouteoutamis, notwith-
ftanding Courcelles had but very lately concluded
a peace between them. He immediately fent a
threatening meffage to the affailants, and charged
them to keep the peace, on pain of his difpleafure.
The Tfonnonthouans refented this haughtinefs, and
told the governor-general, that they neither were,
nor would be, fubje&ts to France. Courcelles had
ordered them to give up the Pouteouatamis prifo-
ners. This, at firft, they refufed to do; but, after
fome deliberation, the great chief of the Goyo-
gouins, who has been already mentioned, and who
was next in credit with all the Iroquois to Gara-
konthie, perfuaded them to put into his hands
eight prifoners, out of thirty-five, of the Pouteoua-
tamis. He then delivered them up to Courcelles,
who received them as the whole, being glad of
getting off with fome fhew of credit in the affair,
The Goyogouin chief, in prefenting the captives,

Vor. L Ccc acquainted
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acquainted Courcelles, that he had undertaken that
commiffion only with a view of being baptized
by the hands of the bithop. This gave great
pleafure to all the French.—M. Talon, who was
by this time returned to Canada, was his godfa-
ther, and gave him the name of Lewis, and made
a grand entertainment for all the chriftian favages
at Quebec, Loretto, and Sylleri, in the name of -
the new convert. About this period, moft of the
chriftian Agniers (amongft whom were fome emi~
nent female converts) removed to the Huron fettle-
ment of Loretto, where they were encouraged by
Courcelles to refide, in hopes, that they would in
time prove a barrier againft their favage country-
men, if they thould renew their inroads. As their
numbers increafed, the French formed a fettle-
ment for the chriftian Iroquois, almoft oppofite to
Montreal, in a place called Magdalen’s Meadow,
from whence it was removed foon after two leagues
farther to the fouth ; and it is now called the mif-
fion of the Fall of St. I.ewis. In the mean time,
Talon began to carry into execution a project he
had formed when he was laft in France, which
was to fend a proper mefienger through the moft
diffant parts of Canada, to engage all the different
Indian nation, to fend deputies to a certain place,
to treat concerning putting themfelves under the
protettion of France. Having communicated his
proje& to Courcelles, the latter recommended
one Nicholas Perrot, as a proper perfon for this
negociation,
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negociation, who was in the fervice of the Jefuits,
and, being a man of addrefs, had been employed
by them in different parts of Canada. — Talon ap-
proving of this choice, Perrot received his inftruc-
tions, and vifited all the northern tribes who were
known to the French, and invited them to fend
their deputies, by a certain time, to the Falls of
St. Mary, there to meet one of the great Onon-
thio’s commanders. From thence he went to-
wards the weft, and, edging to the fouth, he fell
down to Chicagou, which is fituated at the bottom
of Lake Michigan, then the refidence of the Mia--
‘mis, being efcorted all the way by a party of Pou-
teouatamis to prevent them from infults ; the fa-
vages being at war with each other. Perrot
found the chief of the Miamis, as well as his fub-
jeéts, to be very different from the other favages.
He could raife four or five hundred warriors, and
was always attended by forty of them as his body-
guard ;—he lived in a kind of ftate, and had his
minifters, to whom he iffied his orders, without
communicating them to any other. Tetinchoua
(for that was his name) being apprized of Perrot’s
approach, who travelled under the title of envoy-
general of France, received him and his efcort in
‘a {plendid manner, and ordered him a handfome
apartment with a guard of fifty men; and, when
he fet out for St. Mary’s Fall, Tetinchoua would
have attended him, but was diffuaded by his fub-

Ccca Jje€ts,
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jeCts, on account of his great age and infir-
mities ; — and Perrot then would have vifited a
great many nations lying towards the Miffiffippi,
particularly the Mafcoutins, the Kicapous, and the
Illinois, but had not time.

In May, 1671, the grand affembly was held at
St. Mary’s Fall, while favages reforted to the meet-
ing, even from the fouthern part of Hudfon’s Bay :
And, at the time appointed for the great congrefs at
St. Mary’s Fall, the Sieur Luffon, a delegate for
the intendant of New France, acted under a fpecial
commiffion of all the country held by thofe people,
and to receive them under the French king’s pro-
tetion, The aflembly was opened by father Al-
loucz, who pronounced a fpeech in the Algonquin
tongue, magnifying the power of France, and ex-
plaining to the deputies the infinite advantages they
would receive by their acknowledging his moft
chriftian majefty for their head. Luffon then afked,
whether all of them agreed to what was propofed,
which all having done, with loud acclamations of
“ Long live the king!” a crofs, and the arms of
France were immediately erefted ; and the French
king, bv the Sieur Luyflon, was pleafed to take
poflefion of all the countries from which the
faid deputics came, and to receive the inhabi-
tants into his prote¢tion. Then the affembly was
concluded ith great civilities and carefles, that
pafled on Loth fides, and with a grand entertain-

ment
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fnent givén by the dele@ate, Luffon, afterivards,
by Talon’s ordery vifited the fouthérn part of Ca-
iada, wheie he found ttiany well-built Englifh fet=
tlements on the banks of Kennebek River; but
he 4cquainted the oivners; that, by the tranfations
of the late congrefs, the laiids, on which they
were buiilt, had been ceded to his moft chriftian ma-
jéfty ; and that they were now his fubjects. Itis
to be obferved, thatLuifofi prétended, in the me-
thoits he fent on this occafion to his fuperiors, that
they willingly promifed tbedience and fidelity to
the crown of France; notwithftanding which they
fHill tetnained the fubjedts of England, even by thé
acknowledgement of the French court.

The Tionnontatez Hurons had now eftablithed
thethfelves near Michillimakinac, upon a fpot ly-
ing on the ftrait that divides Lake Michigan from
Lake Huron ; and in the centre of thofe two lakes
and the upper lake.—This fituation was chofen for
them by father Matquette, though extremely in-
commodious op account of the cold occafioned by
the neighbourhood of thofe immenfe waters :—All
this while, the favages feem to have purchafed fome
little repofe by their pretended fubjeétion to his
foft chriftian majefty ; yet it appears, even from the
“French accounts, that fome of the cantons had re-
fufed or neglected to fend deputies to the congrefs
at St. Mary’s Fall ; and the Iroquois, in the mean
time, continued a cruel war with the Andaftes and
the Chaouanons, two nations which they almoft
exter-
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exterminated ; and the few who remained, were
incorporated into the cantons of the vitors, efpeci-
ally thofe of the Tfonnonthouans, to re-people their

country. :
Courcelles now became fenfible that the fub-
miffion of the Indians was a moft precarious depen-
dance, and that the Iroquois paid very little regard
to his authority : he therefore refolved, as he
could not fubdue them, to endeavour to outwit
them. For this purpofe, he fent meffages through
their tribes, informing them that he had fomething
of great confequence to propofe, and defiring them
to meet him at Cataracuoy, as foon as pofiible.
The favages, curious to know what this important
bufinefs was, reforted thither in great numbers,
and were met by the governor. After the ufual
introduction of fome prefents, and a vaft number
of carefles, he informed them that he had their
welfare fo much at heart that he intended to
eret, near that fpot, a commodious building, to
ferve as a place of trade and refort in their deal-
ings with the French. The Indians, little fufpect-
ing Courcelles intended to ereft a ftrong fort for
bridling them, highly approved of his intention,
and urged him to fet about it immediately ; but this
was incompatible with his private views of return-
ing to France : he had already folicited his
recal at that court; and, upon his return from
Cataracuny to Quebec, he there found count Fron-
tenac, who had been appointed to fucceed him.
After
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After conferring together about the defign of the -
fort, the new governor entirely approved of the
fame, and, early in the fpring, fet out for Catara-
cuoy, where he built it, and gave it his own
name ; by which it was afterwards fo highly dif-
tinguithed ; but as it was thus fraudulently ere-
ed upon- the lands belonging to the allies, or the
the fubjects, of England, the northern Iroquois,
the legality of the French title to it was even
then very doubtful. This important fortrefs §ands
upon the Bay of Cataracuoy, at the place where
the River St. Laurence difcharges itfelf into Lake
Ontario, and thereby commands the paffages be-
tween Montreal and that lake; fo that, while in
the hands of the French, it ferved to conneét thag
dangerous chain of forts, which they had raifed,
for three thoufand miles, along the frontiers of the
Britith colonies. The new general, was a man
of great capacity and courage; had ftudied and
underflood the true interefts of New France; he
was moft indefatigable in promoting them ; and
he had a remarkable talent of making himfelf re-
fpected by the French Canadians, and their Indian
fubjects, or, as they are called, their allies: Yer,
at the fame time, the general faults of almoft all
American governors entered into his compofi-
tion: for he was pofitive, haughty, overbearing,
fufceptible of prepofleffions which he could never
fhake off, and ftuck at no means, had they been
pever fo violent, to remove all who oppufed, or

difputed
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difputed his pleafure. But thefe faults were coun-
terbalanced, in the eye of his court, by his zeal
for the honour of the crown, and the profperity of
Canada.

Talon prefently underftood the true character of
Frontenac, and foon after the latter’s arrival, he
qpphed to the French court for his recal. It was
owing to this great minifter, that the famous rives
of leﬁﬂippl was difcovered. It was known, in
general, from the accounts of the favages, that
there was fuch a river towards the fouthern parts
of New France; but the people were ignorant
where it difcharged itfelf, whether in the gulph of
Mexico, or in the South Sea. Talon thought that
the profecution of this difcovery was a matter of
fo great importance, that he employed father Mar-
quette, and an inhabitant of Quebec, and one Joliet,
a fpirited able adventyrer, and w- ell acquamted w nth
thofe countries, in the attempt #

* Before thefe fet out they drew a map of the countries, through
which they fuppofed they were to pafs, from the information of the
favages, and laid in their provifions, which confifted of boiled
fleth and Indian coin. They then went for the Bay of Puantes,
or Lake Micligan, but found all the people, through whofe coun-
try they pafied, ignorant and fuperftitions.  Embarking on the
River des Renards, they filed up i, nenwithilanding fts rapids,
and, after travelling fome days by land, they re-imbarked upon® the
River Oniivorfing, or Mifconfing.  On the icventeenth of June,
16~ 2, they entere] the great River Midudipni, which anfiered all
the high ideas they had conceived of it from the relations of the
favazes. Huving Uidled down it « great way, they it with the

In
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In the mean while, every thing was in confu-
fion in the government of Canada. Frontenac was
violent and arbitrary, and had imprifoned the
abbot of Salignac Fenelon, who belonged to the

Illinois, who lived in three townfhips, three leagues below the
place where the River Miffouri difcharges itfelf into the Mifhffippi.
Thofe Indians entertained the travellers with great marks of favage
politenefs, and afterwards, to the number of about eight hundred,
conducted them to their canoes. During their ftay with the Illi-
nois, they underftood that the latter were apprehenfive of being
invaded by the Iroquois, and they implored the good offices of the
governor-general of Canada in their favour, Marquette and Jo-
liet, then re-imbarking, fell down the river till they came to the
mouth of the river Ouaboufkigou, where they found a numerous
nation, who inhabited thirty-eight villages, called the Chuoanous,
who were greatly harraffed by the Iroquois. Soon after they met
with a nation of favages who had fire-arms, who informed them
that they purchaféd them, and their working utenfils from Europeans,
who lived to the eaftward, and that they were only ten days jour-
ney from the fea.—Before they reached the great village of
Akamfca, they met with another race of favages not fo polifhed,
fome of whom were for murdering the father and his companions,
from which they were diverted by the authority of their chief.
Marquette and Joliet here held 2 confultation with their compa-
‘nions, who were five Frenchmen, concerning their future pro-
ceedings, and obferving, by their reckoning, that they were
within three days journey of the Gulph of Mexico, where they
could expe& nothing but déath from the Spaniards; and, cenfider-
ing their provifions were now almoft {pent, they turned back to-
wards Canada. Amniving at Chicagou on the Lake Michigan,
Marquette remained with the Miamis, and Joliet went to Quebec,
where he found Talon preparing to return to France. Marquette
was received with great civility by the grand chief of the Mia-
mis. About the fame rime, the fathers Allouez and Dablon went

Vor. L Ddd feminary
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feminary of St. Sulpice, as well as M. Perrot, late
governor of Montreal. Infhort, he not only quar-
relled with all the clergy and miffionaries, but
with M. Du Chefncau, who had fucceeded Talon,
intendant of New France. He likewife fo ma-
naged the upper council, that it confifted entirely
of his own friends and creatures, and he iffued
more warrants in one year, than had been for fixty
before, fo that the whole colony was in the utmoft
confufion, The Iroquois not being fatisfied with the
fettlement they had made at Magdalen’s Meadow ;

vp the River Des Renards, and preached, but without much fue-
cefs, to the Indians, that inhabited to the fouth of Lake Michi-
gan. In their travels, they met with the fragment of 2 rock,
which, at a certain diftance, bore forme refemblance to a human
head, and was worthiped by the favages as anidol. The two
fathers had the courage not only to preach againft the idolatry,
but to tumble the idol from its ftation; fo that neither ir, nov
its worfhip were ever heard of again.

Towards the fouth, the miflionaries entered the country of the
Mafcoutins, where the land is more free from wood than any in
North America. The Kicapous were the neighbours, and conftant
allies of the Mafcoutins. Here the two miffionaries found the
Miamis chief, at the head of threc thoufand of his own fubjeéls,
Mafcoutins and Kicapous, whom the fear of the Iroquois and the
Sioux had brought to the field. "The miffionaries were well re-
ceived by thefe people 5 but all the fruit they gained from their ex-
hortations, was, that the favages hearing them talk fo well, took
them for divinitics, and inviting them to a great war-feaft, peti-
tioned them to grant them the viCtory over their enemics.—~Soon
after, Dablon, to his great regret, was recalled to Qucbee, znd
father Allovez went to refide with the Outagamis, who, at that
tie, coafitted of about 2 thoufand funiics,

the
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the miffionaries, on their behalf, applied to the
governor for leave to remove to the Fall of St
Lewis, and he taking no notice of the requeft,
Du Chefneau, as intendant-general, granted them the
1pot they petitioned for ; and notwithftanding the
refentment of Frontenac, which he difcovered in a
moft violent manner, they kept pofleffion of it.
About this time the miffionaries were driven by
the Dutch out of the canton of Agpniers, and Ca-
nada was threatened by the Iroquois favages with
a freth invafion ; while the breach now grew
every day wider between the governor-general on
one part, and the bithop and intendant on the
other.—The king had, in June, 1675, emitted an
ordonnance, by which the governor-general was to
have the firft feat in the counc:’, the bifhop the fe-
cond, and the intendant the third, but that the
latter fhould colle& the voices and pronounce the
fentences. Frontenac paid no regard to this ordon-
nance, and even threatened to throw the intendant
into prifon. His intereft, however, at the French
court prevented his moft chriftian majefty from
knowing the whole of his behaviour, and both he
and the intendant received reprimands, though
that of Frontenac was the moft fevere, becaufe he
had exprefily difobeyed the king’s ordonnance *.

* The lepters, which brought over thofe reprimands, efta-
blifhed feveral other regulations, particularly, againft a fer of
men called courcurs des bois, or rangers, who carried on au il-
licit trade, both with the Englifh and the natives, whom they

Ddd2 All
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All this while, by the abfence of Talon, and the
death of father Marquette, the difcovery of the
great River Miffiffippi had remained unprofecuted ;
but it was now refumed by the Sieur La Sale, one
of the moft extraordinary adventurers of that age.
He was at Montreal at the time when Joliet re-
turned from his difcoveries of the Miffiffippi,
and, after difcourfing with him, refolved to pro-
fecute the difcovery, and to fail northward up
the fame river.  He applied himfelf to Frontenac,
whe agreed that he fhould return to France, where
he was to lav betore the court his plans, not only
for failing up the Mififippi, but for building,
peopling, and garrifoning the fort at Catarocouy,
and rendering 1ts neighbourhood a populous and
thriving plantation ; {fo as to produce all the ne-
ceffaries of life, and docks, and materials for
building veffels proper for the navigation of Lake

furnithed with ftrong liquors. Frontenac, on the other hand,
and his fiicwds, with fome juftice perhaps, pretended, that the
flrong liquor trade was abfolutely neceffary for preferving the in-
teeeft of the French amongft the favages ; that the bifhop and the
Jefuits greatly exaggerated the evils attending it 5 and that their
real defign was, by getting the trade into their own hands, to en-
grofs the management of the colony, and the affe@ions of the
natives.—At length the matter was referred, by the king, to the
archbifhop of Paris, and the famous father La Chaife, the king’s
confeffor, and himfelf a Jefuit, who pronounced fentence entirely
in favour of the bifhop and his miffionaries ; and the moft ex-

prefs orders were given againft the traffic, under the moft heavy
penaltes,

Ontario.
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Ontario. Being furnifhed with proper credentials
from Frontenac, he immediately repaired to France,
where he obtained all that he wanted. Let-
ters of nobility were expedited in his favour ; and
the lordfhip of Cataracuoy was granted him, to-
gether with the government of the fort, provided
he would build it of flone, and he likewife re-
ceived full powers for the extenfion of commerce
and profecuting his intended difcoveries.

On the fourteenth of July, 1678, La Sale and
Tonti, with thirty other perfons, fome of whom
were pilots, and others workmen, embarked at
Rochelle for Quebec, where they arrived on the
fifteenth of September following., After a very
fhort ftay there, they repaired to Cataracuoy, car-
rying with them father Hennepin, whom we have
already mentioned, and who was a Flemifh Recol-
le¢t. After that he travelled on foot throughout
all the canton of Cataracuoy, all the while carry-
ing on a trade by means of his bark, which was,
foon after, wrecked through the negligence of the
pilot.

La Sale applied himfelf with great fpirit and dili-
gence, as did Tonti, an experienced officer, whom he
had taken with him likewife, in repairing this lofs ;
.and, in the mean time, both of them vifited the
different favages in the neighbourhood, with whom
they fettled a commerce ; and about the middle of
Auguft, 1679, the veflel being got ready, La
Sale embarked on board of it, with forty perfons,

of
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of whom three were fathers Recolle&s;, for Michil-
limakinac. In his voyage he met with fo fevere a
fiorm, that moft part of his attendants left him ;
but happening to fall in with the chevalier Tonti,
who had taken another route, he perfuaded them
to return. His veflel then failed to the Bay of
"Puantes, from whence it returned to Niagara,
toaded with furs, while he himfelf went in a ca-
noe to the River St. Jofeph, where Tonti joined
him. After remaining there a thort while, Tonti
went to the country of the Illinois, while La Sale
returned to Cataracuoy, where he received un-
doubted intelligence, that his new veflel, which
was called the Gryphon, was loft or deftroyed *.
The Algonquin nations, the Outaowas particu-
larly, were now thaken in their allegiance to the
French ; and even the French themfelves, at Cata-
racuoy, where La Sale then was, entered into

* La Sale did not confult the true rules of policy in launching
fo large a veffel upon the Lakes of Canada. The barbarians con-
fidered it as big with their deftruftion, and his attempts as tend-
ing to engrofs the whole fur-trade, and to bring them into 2 flate
of entire dependance upon the French, Tt is thought, not with-
out great probability, that this induced a party of the Iroquois to
furprife the bark wler it lay at anchor, and no more than five
men on loarl. and, after plundering it of all its cargo, to fet it
on fire. The favages, in general, were, at this time, extremely
averfe to the French inteielt 5 and the Iroquois defeated the Illi-
nots, whom La Sale chiefly depended on, while Tonti was

arsongfh them, -

pra&ices
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practices againft his life, and gave his favage allies
very bad impreffions of his defigns.

It required all La Sale’s-firmnefs and vivacity to
withftand fo many thocks. He immediately re-
paired to the country of the Illinois, who, he per-
ceived, received him with a coldnefs very different
from the fentiments in which he had left them ;
and here his French attendants, fecing matters in
this fituation, confpired to poifon him ; but, being
difcovered, they fled. All he could then do, was,
to replace the fugitives by an equal number of
young Illinois, who were charmed with his intre-
pidity under his fufferings. He then difpatched fa-
ther Hennepin with one Dacan, to fail up the
Mifliffippi, if poffible, to its fource. The miffion-
ary and his companion embarked at fort Creveceeur
the twenty-eighth of February, and advanced up
the Miffiffippi as far as the forty-fixth degree of
north latitude. Here they were flopped’ by a fall
extending the whole breadth of the river, which
prevented their going farther, and which Henne-
pin called the Fall of St. Anthony of Padua. They
found means to be delivered by fome French Ca-
nadians from the hands of the Sioux, who had
made them prifoners ; and afterwards went down
the river as far as the fea, from whence they re-
turned to fort Crevecceur. The French, however,
treat all the remaining part of this voyage, which
is related by that Recollet, as a mere fition, and

tell
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tell us, that he returned to Crevecceur by the
fame courfe he held when he went up to St. An-
thony’s Fall, which had been built by La Sale, in
a very uncomfortable country, and under a very
miferable fituation.

The court of France perhaps gave too much
into the romantic proje¢ts of La Sale, who had
made himfelf a great number of enemies in New
France, by obtaining exclufive privileges of trade ;
but the Englith are chiefly blamed by Frontenac
for this irruption of the Iroquois. The flourith-
ing flate of the colonies of New England and
New York enabled them to be very troublefome
neighbours to the French, after they had obtained
the refitution of Acadia by the treaty of Breda;
and the French had negleted that country fo much,
that it again fell into the hands of the Englifh,
whofe diftance from London encouraged them to
pay no great regard to the negociations of that court.
As the acquifition of Acadia and the intermediate
country was of the utmoft confequence to both na-
tions, the Englith fettlers, more than probably,
had encouraged the Iroquois in invading the Ilki-
nois. Tonti, who was then at fort Crevecceur,
with no more than five men, and two Recolle&t
fathers, faw it was in vain to refift the Iroquois,
who were determined to drive the French from all
their pofts on the River Illinois; fo abandoning
the fort, he made the beft retreat he could, but not
without lofing one of the Recolle€ts, who was

murdered
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murdered by the favages. La Sale had heard no-
thing of this retreat, and was furprifed when, in
the fpring of the following year, on his return to
fort Creeveceeur, he found it abandoned. He foon
re-inforced it with a new garrifon, and fent work-
men to complete the fortrefs he had marked out the
year before, and which he named Fort St: Lewis.
He then marched to Michillimakinac, where he
joined Tonti; and about the end of Auguft, after
rambling backwards and forwards - for three
months, he, once more, fet out for Cataracuoy,
to procure freth fupplies of adventuress and provi-
fions ; and in his way thither, he vifited his two forts
in the country of the Illinoiss Every thing was
now prepared for La Sale’s grand expedition to the
Mifliffippi, which he entered on the fecond of Fe-
bruary, 1682, by the River Illinois.  On the fourth
of March, he formally took poffeffion of the
country of the Akanfas, and on the ninth of April,
he came to the mouth of the river, where he
took pofleffion anew *.

* On the cleventh of April, La Sale re-imbarked on his
feturnj but falling ill on the firteenth of May, he it
patched the chevalier De Tonti before him, to Michillinta-
kinac. Notwithftanding what is here related, the honour of
difcovering the Miffiflippi is vigoroully contefted with La Sale by
Hennepinj who fays, that his being the firft difcoverer, excited
La Sale’s hatred towards him fo much, that he was veiy ill treated
by the French court, and obliged to throw himieif on the protes-
tion of England.

-
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2
In the mean time, the government of New
France had undergone fome revolutions ; for the
mifunderftanding between Frontenac and the inten-
dant grew to fuch a height that the French court
recalled them both. Le Fevre de la Barre fuc-
ceeded, as governor-general of New France, and De
Meules as intendant. By their inftructions, which
are dated in Mav, 1682, they were ordered to
correfpond in the moft cordial manner with Blenac,
the governor of the French American iflands, as
the opening a commerce between them and New
France, would be produ¢tive of the greateft ad-
vantages to both. They were likewife inftructed
to live in the greateft harmony with one another,
but the intendant was always to fubmit to the go-
vernor. It appears that, for fome years, New
France had been in a declining ftate ; for, in 1697,
all the French in the colony, exclufive of thofe in
Acadia, whoie numbers were very inconfiderable,
amounted to no more than cight thoufand five hun-
dred and fitreen pertone.—The Iroquois, notwith-
ftanding their barbarity, were now almoft as good
foldiers as the French Canadians themfelves, and well
Knew the wealinets of the colony: they therefore
inceflantly applied themielves to bring off the other
Indians from their connexions with the French.
In this they were greatly affifted by colonel Dungan,
the Englith governor of New York, who gave
“to the Iroquois much greater prices for their furs
and commodities tiwan the French Canadians could

afford,
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afford, on account of the: exactions of the new
French company.

On the eleventh of September, Frontenac gave
an audience to the deputies of the Iroquois who
were headed by an Onnondagan captain named
Teganefiorens, at Fort Catarocouy; but underftand-
ing that the Illinois were to be excepted out of the
number of the French alilies, he loaded Teganeflo-
rens with prefents, to induce him to prevent the
war between the Iroquois and the Illinois, which
he promifed to do. — It appeared, afterwards how-
ever, that this chief was not in the fecret of his
countrymen’s real defigns.

While matters were in this fituation, the new
governor and intendant of Canada arrived; and it
was difcovered that all the negociation of Tega-
neflorens was intended only as a blind to the French,
till the Iroquois could make difpofitions for a vi-
gorous war, which wasactually begun.—La Barre
arrived in New France with great prepofleflions
againft the friends of Frontenac, and La Sale in
particular, whom he accufed as being the author
of the war that was ready to break out between
the Iroquois and the French, before the latter were
prepared. He likewife complained of father Ze-
nobe, who had accompanied La Sale in his difco-
veries, which he treated as impoftures, or matters
of very little confequence. He alledged, that all
had been tranfaéted by a dozen or two of vaga-
bond French and favages, who bhad proftituted his

Eee 2 moft
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moft chriftian majefty’s authority, and endeavoured
to engrofs to themfelves the commerce of New
France,— The French took the part of La Sale,
He had, by his letters, prepoffeflfed that miniftry,
particularly M, De Seignelay, greatly in favour
of his difcoveries, which he had magnified above
thofe of Peru and Mexico; and, when he came to
be heard at court, he met with a very fmall reprj-
mand, but great encouragement,—La Barre was
all this while ftruggling under infinite difficulties,
He faw the poverty of the colony, and the impend-
ing war of the Iroquois, without knowing how to
remedy the one, or to prevent the other, He fol-
lowed the wifeft courfe, Being a ftranger, he fum-
moned a general aflfembly of all the principal inha-
bitants, ecclefiaftical, civil, and military, and des
manded their advice.

The aflembly of New France laid before their
governor a full ftate of the province. They repre-
fented, That the colony could not arm above a thou-
fand men; that, even to do that, they muft neglect
their agriculture; that they were deftitute of pro-
vifions; in fhort, that it was impoffible to enter,
with any profpect of fuccefs, upon the war, with-
out affiftance from France; and that twoor three hun-
dred men, at leaft, fent from thence would be ne-
ceffary for their frontier garrifons, particularly that
of Catarocouy ;—that the cultivation of their lands,
during the abfence of the inhabitants in the war,
would require a thoufand or fifteen hundred addis

tional
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tional hands; and that they muft be furnithed with
funds to raife magazines, and to build veffels. All
thofe heads, with reafons, thewing that, if they
were not complied with, the colony muft be utter-
ly ruined, were tran{mitted to France in a memo-
rial from La Barre, and were highly approved of
by the French king. Orders were given for
the immediate embarkation of two hundred regu-
lars for Canada, and letters were fent to the go-
vernor, informing him that Dungan, whofe cha-
raéter we have already given, had received ex-
prefs orders from the court of England to alter
his conduét with regard to the government of New
France.

In 1683, La Barre had undoubted intelligence,
that fifteen hundred Iroquois were affembled
at the chief village of the Onnondagans, and that
they intended to march from thence againft the
Miamis, the Outawas, and the other allies of the
French.—La Barre had recourfe in this danger to
the arts of negociation,—He difpatched a meffen-
.ger, who arrived at the place of rendezvous, to
diffuade the favages from entering upon their ex-
pedition, and to prevail with them to fend depu-
ties to Montreal to treat of an accommodation,
They feemed to agree to both propofitions; but
before the end of June, La Barre had advice that
feven or eight hundred of the cantons of Onnon-
dago, Goyoguin, and Onneyouth, had marched
to attack the favage allies of France, while the

' Tfonnon-



Tfonnonthouans, and another body of the Goyo-
guins, were to fall upon the colony itfelf. La
Barre, upon this, difpatched another exprefs to the
French miniftry, with heavy complaints of the
practices of the Englith, in ?xciting this cruel war ;
and requefting that the duke of York fhould be
applied to, to fend orders to his governor of New
York not t. fupport the Iroquois againft the
French.

La Baric, while he waited for the refult of thofe
difpatches, fent a “cfh meffage to the Iroquois,
in hopes of amufing them, defiring to know how
foon thev would fulfil their promife in fending de-
puties to Montreal to treat of a peace: but they
anfivered the meflenger, with great contempt, that
they did not remember their having made any fuch
pr 7+ and that if the governor had any thing
v+ pofe, he muft repair to them. It appeared,
Lowever, that thefe favages, though refolved upon
a war with the French Indians, were not fo for-
ward as they pretended in coming to a rupture
with the colony; for in Auguft, the five canrons
actually fent their deputics. The French miffion-
aries and traders, who were beft acquainted with
the character of thofe nations, endeavoured to put
La Barre upon his guard againft their practices,
which they faid were only to gain time, that they
might be the more fure of their blow. — He re-
ceived the deputies with great civilitr, and accep-
ted of all their proteflations; at the fame time, he

took
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-took poffeffion of Fort Cataracouy, which in fa&
was the private property of La Sale, and likewife
of Fort Lewis, in the country of the Illinois; all
which proceedings created great diffatisfaition in
the colony. In the mean time, a body of the
Troquois were making difpofitions for poflefling
themfelves of both thofe forts. While a party of
them was on their march, ‘meeting fourteen French
traders, they robbed them af goods to the value
of fifteen thoufand francs; and aftewards ex-
cufed themfelves, by pretending that they thought
the traders belonged to La Sale, whom they were
at liberty, by permiffion of the governor, to plun-
der; a ridiculous excufe for a violence which,
perhaps, the French were not at that time ina
condition to revenge.—De Baugy, an officer under
La Barre, was then commandant at Fort Lewis,
where Tonti likewife ferved; and having intelli-
gence of the approach of the barbarians, they were
{o well prepared to receive their vifit that they killed
a confiderable number of them at the firft onfer,
after which they raifed the fiege. Upon this at-
tempt of the Indinas, and another againft Fort
Cataracouy, which likewife failed, La Barre re-
folved upon an offenfive war; and La Durantaye,
a captain of the regiment of Carignan, who com-
manded at Michillimakinac, and Du Luth, who
alted as his lieutenant, received orders to excite all
rthe French Indians in thofe parts to arms, and to

invite
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invite them to meet him at Niagara, where he
was to be, with all the force of New France, on
the fifteenth of Auguft; and from thence to pro-
ceed to make a vigorous war upon all the Iroquois
nations, particularly the Tfonnonthouans. The
Indians about the Bay of St. Lewis were very backs«
ward in complying, on account of fome difcou-
ragements they met with in their trade, by orders
from the governor, who wanted to engrofs it to
himfelf ; and when at laft, four hundred French
and two hundred Canadians were aflembled, the
chief difficulty ftill remained, which was how to
march them to Niagara. While the French were
deliberating on furmounting this obftacle, and when
the favages had actually begun their march, thelatter
were filled with unaccountable prepofieflions, fug-
gefted by their fuperftitious notions, that their ex-
pedition would be unfuccefsful; and after Duran-
taye -and his officers had, with infinite difhculty,
brought them to Niagara, their worft fufpicions
were confirmed by their not finding the governor
there, and their afterwards underftanding that a
peace had been made between him and the Iro-
quois. The three French officers expected to be
facrificed to their refentment; but the favages con-
tented themfelves with coolly reproaching them
-and the governor for having deceived them, and
promifing that they never fhould be again at On-
nonthio’s call.  The officers, however, found means
to appeafe them, by pretending that their intereft

had
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had been confulted in the peace, which the dread
of them had prevailed upon the Iroquois to fue
for; and thus the Indians departed in friendfhip.

In the mean time, La Barre had ordered the
rendezvous of his troops to be held at Montreal.
Before he put them in motion, he fent a meflage
to colonel Dungan, requiring him, according to
the promife he had made in confequence of the duke
of York’s orders, not to oppofe his expedition
againfta bloody prefidious nation, who would maf-
facre the Englith if they had nothing to fear from
the French, and inviting him to join him in re-
venging the death of twenty-fix Englifh fubjetts,
who had, the preceding winter, been murdered by
the Tfonnonthouans.  After this, he applied to the
cantons of Onnondago, Agnier, and Onneyouth,
to all whom he fent belts of wampum, informing;
them that his expedition was only defigned againit
the Tfonnonthouans. He then detached Du Taft,
one of his captains, at the head of fifty-fix men,
with a great convoy of provifions, to Cataracouy,
and to re-inforce the garrifon of that fort, where
M. d’Orvilliers, a very able officer, was comman-
dant. Hehad, by La Sgle’s orders, in the fpring,
reconnoitered the enemy’s “country upon Lake On-
tario, and marked out the f{pot moft proper for
making the defcent. The army then began its
march. It confifted of feven hundred Canadians,
one hundred and thirty regulars, and tsvo hundred
favages. The whole body embarked on the twenty-

Vor. L F-ff fixth
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ty-fixth and twenty-feventh of July; and, on the firft
of Auguft, La Barre had undoubted intelligence,
that the cantons of Onnondago, Onneyouth, and
Goyogouin, had obliged the Tfonnonthouans to
accept of their mediation between the French and
them, and that they required Le Moyne to manage
the negociation. At the fame time, the general
received other intellizence, that in the war he was
about to wage with the Tfonnonthouans, he could
do them very little damage, as they had already
retired with all their effe¢ts and provifions into
their faftnefles, and that the profecution of it,
would ferve only to wunite all the different
tribes of the nation againft the French. It was
added, that the heads of the Tfonnonthouans had
given affurances, that all they required was an in-
demnity for what had paffed, in which cafe they
would perform even more than was required of
them, and abftain from all hoftilities againt the
allies of France; but that, if thofe offers were re-
jected, colonel Dungan, the governor of New
York, had offered to {fupport them with four hun-
dred horfe; but this governor’s violence defeated
his own purpofes *.

* One Amold was his envoy, who {poke to the Onnondagans
in very haughty terms, and feeing them ftartled on delivering
his comnmniffion, very foolifhly afked them, whether they refufed
1w obey their lawful prince, the duke of York? This difcourfe
fhocked the Onnondagans, who called Heaven to witnefs, that
Arroid carae only to trouble their land,  One of their chiefs then

La
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La Barre’s army, which was now on its march,
had been reduced to the moft deplorable condition;
and, through the mifmanagement of their general,
the troops were fo deftitute of provifions, and fo
fickly at the fame time, that they were preparing
to return, when the welcome news arrived that a

addreffed the envoy in the following remarkable ftrain of favage
cloquence:

¢ Know,” faid he, ¢ that the Onnondago places himfelf
between his father Ononthio, and his brother Tfonnonthouan,
¢ to keep them from fighting with each other. I thought that
¢ Corlar (for fo the favages called the governor of New York)
would have ftood behind me,” and cried, ¢ Well done, On,
nondagan, let not the father and the fon come to blows together!
¢¢ T am greatly furprifed that his envoy fhould fpeak a very dif-
ferent language, and oppofe my difarming both of them. Ar-
¢¢ nold, I cannot think Corlar’s difpofition to be fo bad as thou
reprefenteft it. Ononthio did me great honour in being will:
¢ ing to treat of peace in my cabin,—Should the fon difhonour
& the father’—Corlar attend to my voice: Ononthio has adop-
¢ ted me for a fon; he treated and apparelled me, as fuch, at
¢ Montreal. There have we planted the tree of peace. We
¢ have likewife planted it at Onnondago, whither my father
commonly fends his ambaffadors, becaufe the Tfonnonthouans
are dull of apprehenfion. His predeceffors did the fame, and
both parties found their account in it. I have two arms: I
extend the one towards Montreal, there to fupport the tree of
peace, and the other towards Corlar, who has been long my
brother. Ononthio has been for thefe ten years my father,
Corlar has been long my brother, with my own good wills
but neither the one nor the other is my mafter. He who made
the world gave me the land I poflefs. I am free;—I refpect
them both 3 but no man has a right to command me; and none
ought to take amifs my endeavouring, all that T can, that this
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treaty was concluded. La Barre’s joy at this was
fo great, that the favages eafily perceived to what
difficulties he had been reduced. They found him
encamped upon a neck of land near Lake Ontario,
but in fuch diftrefs for provifions, that the fpot has
fir~= T een called Famine. Garakonthie and Ou-
-1, the two chicts {o friendly to the French,
wore two of the deputies; but the Tfonnonthou-
an deputy behaved with as great infolence as La
Barre did with meannefs; for, upon the Indian’s
declaring that his nation would never hear of any
peace with the Illinois, La Barre faid, that he
hoped the hatchet lifted up againft the Illinois
would not fall upon the French in their country,
When the Tfonnonthouan had agreed to this, the
peace was made. The Onnondagan deputies en-
gaged that the Tfonnonthouans fhould make good
the loffes of the Frenchmen who had been robbed;
but La Barre, was obliged todecamp the very
next day.
Perrot, who was now governor of Montreal,
having fome differences with the fraternity of St
Sulpice, who were his fuperiors, as being propric-

¢¢ Tand fha'l not be troubled. To couclude; I can no loager delay
¢ repairing to my father, who has taken the pains to come to
¢ my verv gate, and wlo has no terms to propofe but what
¢ are veafonabic” *

This interview was followed by a letter fent from the favages~
to the povernor of New York, reprefenting Avnold’s b:havionr,
and that they did not believe he had faithfully executed his com-
miifion,

tors
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tors of the ifland, the French king gave him the
-government of Acadia; and he was fucceeded in
that of Montreal by the chevalier De Callieres,
_the boundary of whofe government was marked
at Lake St. Peter, in the River St. Laurence. All
this while, the Iroquois, probably over-awed by
the re-inforcement lately come from France, re-
mained quiet, though it was apprehended they
would not long continue fo. They never had
agreed to comprehend the French allies, efpecially
the Illinois, in the peace; and it was of the utmoft
importance for the French to prote¢ thofe people.
Towards the end of July, 1685, La Barre re.eiv-
ed letters from Lamberville, miffionary at Onnon-
dago, informing him ‘that the Tfonnonthouans
had, during all the preceding winter, abftained
from hunting, fearing left the French fhould in-
vade their canton in their abfence; that they com-
plained of the Mafcontins and the Miamis, who,
encouraged by the proteGtion of Ononthio, had
taken and killed, and even burned, fome of their
nation; and that the Mafcontins alledged in their
juftification the inftructions they had received from
the governor of New France.

The Onnondagans were, at this time, fo well
difpofed towards the French, as todo all they could
to prevent a rupture; but could receive no other
anfwer from the Iroquois, than that they were at
liberty to do as they pleafed. The news of the

late peace being carried to France, it was eafily
forefeen .
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forefeen there, thatit could be of no long eontinu.
ance; and his moft chriftian majefty named De.
nonville to be governor of New France. He ar-
rived with a frefh re-inforcement of troops at Que-
bec, foon after La Barre had received Lamberville’s
letter, and his firft ftep was to vifit Cataracouy.
La Foreft had, by order from the court, been re-
placed in the command of that fort; but under-
ftanding that his principal, M. La Sale, was
amongft the Illinois, he repaired thither, and d’Or-
villiers commanded in his abfence. During De-
nonville’s refidence at Catarocouy, he eafily faw
the neceffity of checking the Iroquois; but he found
that the affairs of the colony in general were in a
bad fituation, and that the government of Old France
had formed very falfe ideas with regard to their
colonies.

It now appeared, that there could be no fafety
for the French, but by cutting off from the Eng-
lith all communication by the lakes, and particular-
ly to fecure that of Ontario, on the weft as well
as the eaft, by building a ftrong fort of ftone, ca-
pable to contain five or fix hundred men at Nia-
gara. This the French government thought was
a certain and infallible method to prevent the Iro-
quois from trading with the Englith, who, they
computed, gained above thirty thoufand pounds
a year by furs. All this was rcprefented to the
French court by Denonville, who prefled the
building fuch 2 fort with the greateft affiduity.

This
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This project was not fo fecretly carried on as
not to come to the knowledge of colonel Dungan,
who remonftrated ftrongly againft the building any
fort at Niagara, which, he faid, was the duke of
York’s property, and likewife againft the vaft ma-
gazines of provifions and arms that were amaffing
at Catarocouy. Denonville anfwered Dungan’s re-
monftrances, by recriminating upon the Iroquois;
and endeavoured to thew, that there was no real
ground for their fufpicions, and that Niagara and
its neighbourhood had been taken poffeffion of by
the French, long before the Englith were fettied
in New York.

Dungan at this time addrefled himfelf to the
favages of Michillimakinac, by means of certain
traders, who convinced them of the fuperior ad-
vantages ‘they might have by dealing with the
Englifh, inftead of the French; and in this he
had all the fuccefs he could defire. Durantaye was.
then abfent from Michillimakinac; but returniag
thither juft as the Englith traders had left it, he
fer -out in purfuit of them. The Englith, how-
ever, had forefeen this, and had prevailed with
the Hurons fettled at St. Mary’s Fall to give them
a large efcort, who conveyed them to the country
of the Tfonnonthouans. Denonville now found it
neceflary to throw a ftrong garrifon into fort Cata-
racouy, and to fend a confiderable detachment by
Sorel River, to over-awe the Agniers, and to
alarm Dungan ; he likewife fent back the miffion-

ary,
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ary, who had fucceeded in perfuading the favages
that the French were ready to fall upon them.
But Denonville fending Lamberville’s prefents to
the Indians, the warriors, who had taken the field,
were recalled; negociations were entered into for
an exchange of prifoners, and the Hurons, with
the Outawas of Michillimakinac, were prevailed
on to give the French governor-general a meeting
at Cataracouy. Towards the end of September,
Lamberville returned to Quebec to inform Denon-
ville of his proceedings with the Iroquois, and more
particularly with the cantons of the Onnondagans,
who had returned their prifoners; but the Tlon-
nonthouans had refufed to follow their example,
pretending that their captives chofe to continue
where they were.

In the mean time, colonel Dungan, who acted
as governor-general of New England as well as New
York, difpoffefled the French of their fettlementat St.
Therefe, upon Hudfon’s Bay. The court of Ver-
failles ordered Barrillon, their ambaflador at Lon-
don, to make a ftrong remonftrance upon their dif-
pofieffion; but it appeared that neither Charles
the Second, nor James the Second, had authority
enough over their American fubjets to oblige them
to make reftitution, which themfelves were fincere-
ly difpofed to do. The French were amazed to
the laft degree that fubjeCts fhould difpute the.
will of their fovereign; but the northern company,
who were the proprietors of Fort Therefe, perceiv-

ing
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iig they could not fucceed by applying te the court,
refolved to do themfelves juftice, and demanded
affiftance from Denonville to repofiefs themfelves
of the fort. He accordingly fent eighty foldiers
with the chevalier De Troye at their head, and
on the twentieth of June, 1686, they arrived at
the bottom of Hudfon’s Bay, ‘They firft ftormed
the Fort Monfipi upon the River Monfoni, and
made the garrifon, confifting of fixty men, prifon-
ers of war, feizing, at the fame time, a confiderable
quantity, of ammunition and proyifions. Iberville,
one of the French officers, -then took 2 fmall veflel,
in which was the governor of the bay; and, at
laft, Fort Rupert upon the River Nemifcau, which
had been lately rebuilt, but remained ftill unfor-
tified, fell into his hands. The troops then proceeded
againft Quitchitchouen, which they likewife made
themfelves mafters of.

‘The French court in the beginning of the year
1687, aimed a blow that bade fair to deftroy all the
Britith .intereft in North- America. . Barrillon had
prevailed with king James to agree to a neutrality
between the fubje&s of France and England in
North’ America, which left the French in poflef-
fion  of all their ufurped claims. But the unfettled
ftate of affairs in England, defeated all the intentions
of this treaty ; and the Englith paid fo little regard
to it that they attacked Fort Quitchitchouen in Hud-

Yor. L . Ggg fon’s
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fon’s Bay; but they were: repulfed with fome lofs
by Iberville. ' In September Denonville declared
war agamﬁ the Iroquois, and, in effe&, againft the
Englith. Thls was the .year 1686, but the war-
like operations did not commence till June, 1687,
when Deronville having-received all the re-inforce-
ments 'he exlue&ed from France, took the field
with two thoufand French and fix hundred favages.
Under pretext of the orders his- predeceffor had re-
ceived to, {fénd all the Troqueis he could make pri-
foners to the’ French galli¢s, before he had de-
clared war, he decoyed their chiefs to a conference
at Cataracou), where he moft perfidioufly put
them i ‘irons,“and fent them .to Quebec, to be
tranfported from thence to Europe. This did no
fervice to the’ French intéreft. It funk the credit
of Lamberville and Milét, the two miffionaries,
in“the eyes of the favages. Many of the natives
who ‘had" ‘fepaired to Cataracouy, were the beft
friends the French had upon that continent, but
thefe wvere now rendered their irreconcileable ene-
mies; as indééd was the whole nation of ' the Iro-
épxoie. Denonville perceived the injuftice. of the

ftep he ha'df’tak'en,'and difvowed it, which only
ferved to- rendex* him more odious and defpicable
to the natives, and to-unite thénr more clofely with
the Englith.

Milet fell into the hands of the Onneyouths,
who immediately condemned him to the flames,
and obliged him to fuffer all the torments which

ufually
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- ufually preceded that punifhment ; but, when he was
~on the point of being executed, an Indian matron
adopted him, and faved his life, by carrying him
i+ hercabin. As to Lamberville, who remained
in the canton of Onnondago, no fooner had De-
nonville’s treachery appeared, than the chiefs fent
for him to their affembly, and expoftulated with
him in the warmeft terms upon what had happen-
ed. He had, however, the good fortune to be
greatly in favour with the favages, who acquitted
him entirely of having any fhare in the perfidious
proceedings of Denonville, but acquainted him
that it was utterly improper he fhould remain any
Jonger amongft them.—Theindulgence thewn onthis
occafion to Lamberville was, in a great meafure,
owning to Garakonthie, who flill preferved his
credit in his nation. Notwithftanding the fentence
of this miffionary, the favages affigned him a guard,
who efcorted him out of all danger; and the father
himfelf always afterwards acknowledged Garakon-
thie to be his deliverer, Denonville was more a
barbarian than the favages he was about to fight
with ; and knowmg that matters were now brought
to extremities between him and the Indians, he
omitted nothing that could make the campaign
profperous on his fide. De Tonti, who had tra-
velled as far as the mouth of the Miffiffippi to
obtain fome tidings of La Sale, and who had re-
turned to Montreal, was ordered to repair to the
country of the Illinois, there to publith the war;

Ggg:2 and,
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and, after affembling them in a body, as foon as
pofiible, to conduct them towards the Tfonnon-
“thouans, lying on the Ohio River; from whence
he was to detach parties, to cut off the retreat of
their women and children. Thofe in the neigh-
bourhood of the Bay of St. Lewis were irreconcile-
ably exafperated againft the Iroquois, who had the
fummer before carried off fome of their women,
Denonville improved this circumftance to his own
advantage, by defiring them to join Du Luth, who
was intrenched at the ftraits of Lake Huron;'a
fpot that was pitched on by him as moft proper
for the general rendezvous of his troops. Perrot
and another officer, Boifguillot, were ordered to
repair to Michillimakinac with all the French they
could affemble, confiftently with the fafety of théir
effets, and to fignify to the Sioux, that they fhould
have caufe to repent, if they offered to difturb the
French allies during the war. Durantaye, (who
ftill commanded at Michillimakinac, and, on ac-
count of his good qualities, was highly acceptable
to the favages) was ordered, at the fame time, to
collett all the force he could, and to proceed to
Niagara ; but in his march, to harrafs the Indians
who were enemies to the French, taking care
to make prifoners of as many of the Onnondagans
as he could, not only becaufe they were the moft
harmlefs of all the Indian favages at war with the
French, but that the governor-general might have

captives
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captives in his hands to exchange if there thould
be any ‘otcafion. ‘

De Tonti could bring to’ the field no more than
cighty Illinois. Having intelligence that the Tfon-
nonthouans were preparing to fall upon their vil-
lages, they had put themfelves in motion to invade
them; but underftanding from colonel Dungan,
that the French were about to make themfelves
mafters of the Illinois éenton, they returned home
to defend their own country ; and De Tonti joined
Du Luth at the entry of the ftrait of Lake Hu-
ron. ‘The miffionaries, on this occafion, faved the
French in Canada from deftruction. The na-
tives, favage as they were, perceived that the
French intended to enflave them; and all the au-
thority of Durantaye and Du Luth could not bring
the Hurons and the Outawas to join them. They
even entered into a treaty with the Iroquois, when
the miffionaries found means to gain over their two
chiefs, and fent them to treat with Denonville,
who, on this occafion, acknowledged to his court
the important fervice of the miffionaries, and en-
gaged the chiefs in his intereft.

He was by this time in readinefs to enter
upon action, and was encamped at the ifle of
St. Helen, oppofite Montreal ; his army con-
fiting of eight hundred and thirty-two regulars,
one thoufand Canadians, and about three hundred
favages. The good underftanding between the go-

vernor-
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- vernor-general and the new intendant; ferved fo
fupply this army with abundance of provifions.
After-three days fail,: Champlgm, :with- thirty men,
detached  himfelf from the ‘mdin body, to difpafe
every thing at Cataracuoy for forwarding the expe-

dition. There Denonville. received a letter from

Dungan, reproaching him with his intention of
making' war upon the' fubje€ts of Great Britain ;
but the Frenchman feeing himfelf at'the head of

" an army, anfwered this letter in a very haughty ftile;
and Durantaye attacked and plundered;, vpon Lake
Huron, fixty Englith traders, who were bound to

Michillimakinac, under pretente that fuch a trade
was contraband, and contrary to the ordérs of the
two courts.

The main body of the French army then march-
ed into the country of the Tinonnonthouans, where
they were attacked, and muft have been defeated, by
eight hundred of thofe favages, had not their own
Indians made head againft them. "Here they loft
father Aniebran, a Jefuit, one of the moft altive
miffionaries, as he was fighting againft the enemy
in the foremoft ranks. The lofs of the Tfonnon-
thouans amounted to forty-five killed, and fixty
wounded.—After this aétion, duging ten days,
which they fpent in ravaging and traverfing the
country, they did not find in it one inkabitant ; fome
part of the natives having fled to the country of
the Goyogouins, and the others to New York,
where they were kindly received, and furnithed

with
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with arms and ammunition” by coloner 1)dngan.
The mutinies. -of the favages who appear to have
been the moft ufeful body in this expedition, ;obliged-
the French general to leave the. country of the
Tfonnonthouans, and to march towards Niagara,
which he did, ‘after a moft difgraceful and unmanly-
expedition, in'which he met with little or no oppo-
fifition, and .employed his arms chiefly on the de-
fencelefs houfes and ftores of the .inhabitants.
Notwithftanding the inutility, of this campaign,
Deénonville thought he could clofe it by an impor-
tant fervicé ‘in building.a fort at Niagara, where
the chevilier De La Troye was left with a garrifon
of 4 hiindred men ; but being foon after attacked
by epidemical difeafes, they-all died. In the mean
time, “colonel Dungan left no methods untried to
alienate : the ‘affeCtions' of - the favages from the
French dntereft; nor was Denonville idle, on his
part;. for .he huilt the fort at Niagara; and being:
powerfully feconded by Garakonthie’s intereft, pre-
vailed fo'far-upon the favages, that they broke off
their ‘conneXions with the governor of New York,
and preferved their friendthip with the French.
After this' he projected another expedition againft
the Tfonnonthouans, who, by this time, had form-
ed a fecret intelligence with the Indians of Michil-
limakinack, the moft ufeful gllies the French had
amongft the favages. Denonville, however, was
fomewhat embarraffed in executing his refolution,
by the-orders he received -from his court to give

no
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no umbrage to the Englifh.——A mortality now broke
out at Cataracuoy, Niagara, and in other parts of
Canada ; .while.the averfion which Denonville had
at treating:-with the favages, or even bearing
the fight of them, encreafed the miferies of the
colony. .- He. ftill depended on the pacific orders
Dungan received from the court of England, and
on the terror with which the favages were ftruck by
his late expedition againft the Tfonnonthouans;
but he was deceived ; -for on' the third of Novem-
ber, Fort Chambly was on the fudden befieged by
a large detachment of Agniers and Mahingans ;
who, though they were obliged to abandon their
enterprife, fucceeded fo far as to burn feveral plan--
tations, and to. carry off a number of prifoners..
The French did not fail to attribute this attempt to
Dungan, and raifed him fo many enemies amongft
their Indians, that he was obliged to keep in pay
a body of twelve hundred Iroquois,. during all the
winter, to cover his government.

The bafe conduét of Denonville, - in fclzmg tho
chiefs of the Iroquois at Cataracuoy had fufficiently
irritated thofe favages, and occafioned them to
make reprifals. Lamberville who was fent to treat
with them apologifed for the governor’s conduét,
and prefented them with two belts of wampum,
the one to induce them to treat their prifoners well,
and the other to prevail with them not to take part
with the Tfonnonthouans in the war ; but both
thofe belts were immediately fent to colongl Dun-

gan,
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gan, who foon after difpatched a meflenger to
know the meaning of their having been prefented
by Lamberville to the Onnondagans. Denonville
fent father Vaillant du Gueflis with his anfwer,
but, in fac, to be a fpy upon Dungan; who,
after fome converfation, told him in plain terms,
that the French in Canada could never hope to be
at peace with the Iroquois, but upon four condi-
tions. The firft was, the returning their country-
men whom they had fent to the gallies; the fe-
cond, that they fhould oblige the Iroquois chrifti-
ans, who had been fettled at the Fall of St. Lewis
and in the highlands, to return to their native can-
tons ; the third, that the forts at Cataracuoy and
Niagara fhould be demolithed; and the fourth,
that the Tfonnonthouans thould be indemnified for
all their lofles during the late expedition. Dungan,
after this plain declaration, difmiffed the miffion-
ary, without fuffering him to have any communi-
cation with the favages.

The favages took Dungan s advice, by keepmg
quiet all the remaining part of the winter; but
early in the fpring of 1688, a party of them fur-
prifed and killed fome of a French convoy in their
return from Fort Cataracuoy to Montreal ; and the
colony of New France was fo weak, that Denon-
ville knew not how to check them. All he could
do was to employ Lamberville, to endeavour to
bring off the Onnondagans from their union with
the other Iroquois cantons. By this time, the mif-

Yor. L Hhh fionary
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fionary Vaillant was returned to fort Cataracuoy,
attended by two favages, whom colonel Dungan
had appointed as his guard, to prevent his conver-
fing with the Agnicrs. Lamberville had the ad-
drefs to gain over one of thofe favages, and to
perfuade him to repair to the country of the On-
nondagans, where he was to lay before them the
interefted views of colonel Dungan, in bringing
them to break with the French. The favage found
all the cantons affembled, and an army of one
thoufand men ready to take the field againft the
French, at whom they were greatly exafperated.
He fucceeded, however, fo far as to induce them
to fend deputies to treat with Denonville; but he
could not prevent a refolution which five hundred
of their warriors took, to attend thofe deputies as
fafeguards.

Haafkouaun who the mouth of the deputa-
tion, and laid before the French the miferable ftate
of the colony, with the ftrength of the Iroquois,
and endeavoured to make them fenfible with what
cafe the latter could drive the French out of Ca-
nada, He then made a merit of his having per-
{uaded his countrymen to advife the governor of
his danger, and to give him four days time to de-
liberate, whether he would or would not accept of
the terms propofed to him by Corlar, (meaning
colonel Dungan.) Nothing could be more morti-
fying than the fituation of the French colony at
this time. T'welve hundred favages were ready to

attack
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attack Montreal. 'The French inhabitants between
Sorel River and Magdalen Meadow durft not ftir
abroad for fear of being furprifed ; an account had
come of the extin€tion of the garrifon of fort Ni-
agara, and there was danger left the laft refource
of the colony, the negociation with the Onnonda-
gans, fhould be cut off by the governor’s entering
into hoflilities with the other Indians. By this time,
eight hundred of them had befieged the fort of
Cataracuoy ; Lake Ontario was covered with their
canoes ; and they deftroyed all the French fettle-
ments on its borders ; but the Onnondagan cap-
tives, whom Denonville had freed, arrived on their
return to their own country at Cataracuoy, almoft
at the inftant when the fort was about to be fur-
rendered. One of the prifoners happening to be
nephew to the chief who commanded the fiege,
his kinfman’s deliverance made fuch an impreffion
upon him, that he immediately drew off his troops.
On the eighth of June following, deputies from
the Onnondagans, the Onneyouths, and the Goyo-
gouins, arrived at Montreal to treat of peace,
which being concluded upon, Denonville agreed
that the fort at Niagara fhould be demolithed ;
and he difpatched a meflenger to the French court,
requefting that the Iroquois chiefs, who had been
fent to the gallies, might be delivered up. At the
fame time, Dungan amufed the French with the or-
ders he faid he had received from the king his
mafter, to obferve the neutrality that had been

Hhh> con-



420 BRITISH EMPIRE

concluded between him and his moft chriftian ma-
jefty ; but thefe appearances were not followed by
proportionable effects.—A convoy of provifions
was ordered for fort Cataracuoy ; but the Iroquois
plundered one of the canoes, though they had left
five hoftages for the fecurity of the convoy. Soon
after, thefe Indians appeared in arms in feveral of
the moft defencelefs pofleffions of the French.
But the governor-general taking the’ field with all
the force he could raife, and coming up with
the favages at Lake Sacrament, killed and took
prifoners feveral of the enemy, who, according to
the French, had been prevailed upon by colonel
Dungan, who had furnifhed them with arms and
ammunition, to commit thofe infraftions of the
late treaty; and this vigorous proceeding procured
fome refpite to the colony. Meanwhile, though the
court of France paid little regard to feveral remon-
ftrances which Denonville fent to them, yet the
continuance of the evils foon juftified his com-
‘plaints. The favages, even thofe who were other-
wife attached to the French, every day more and
more defpifed them, for having had a peace, in a
a manner, forced upon them by the Iroquois.

The Abenaquis, however, are to be excepted
from this number, as were the Iroquois of the Fall
of St. Lewis and the highlands, with the Hurons of
Michillimakinac. The Abenaquais, while Denon-
ville was treating with the other favages, took the
field, and marching towards the River Sorel, there

fur-
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furprifed and killed fome of the Mahingans and
Iroquois ; and then, advancing towards the Englith
fettlements, they brought from thence a number of
fcalps, while the Iroquois of the Fall and the
highlands, did the fame in their parts of the coun-
try. The Hurons of Michillimakinac were ftlf
more averfe to the peace, and the diflike both of
them and the other favages we have mentioned,
towards the treaty between Denonville and the Iro-
quois, moft probably arofe from their believing that
the Iroquois wanted only to amufe the French go-
vernor into a treaty, that they might with the
greater eafe fall upon his allies %,

* One Kondiaronk, furnamed the Rat, was at the head of the
Michillimakinac Hurons ; and he is reprefented as having been 2
favage of more than common refolution and accorriplifhments.
Putting himfelf at the head of a chofen band, he marched from
Michilfimakinac towards Cataracuoy, where the French governor
informed him of the treaty depending between Denonville and the
Troquots, which, he faid, was fo far advanced that the governor-
general was waitiag at Montreal for the ambaffadors and hoftages
of that nation ; adding, thathe could not do a more acceptable fer-
vice to the French, than by returning home without offering the
fmalleft violence to the Iroquois.

The Rat heard this difcowrfe without difcovering the fmalleft
entotion or diflike 5 but, leaving the fort, he ambuthed his com-
pany at a place by which he knew the ambaflfadors and the
hoftages muft pafs; and, watching his opportunity, he killed
fome of them, and took others prifoners, of which laft number
was Teganifforens, whom we have already mentioned, and whe
was one of the ambaffadors. The chief, after this, is {aid to have
geturned to Cataracuoy, and to have boafted, ¢ that he had kiiled
¢ the peace.”

At
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At this time cameletters from Andros, newlymade
governor of New York, enjoining them to break
off all treaty with the French, but with the parti-
cipation of his Britannic majefty, who, confidering
them as his own children, would fuffer them to
want for nothing. He, at the fame time, inform-
ed Denonville by writing, that he was not to ex-
pe&t any peace with the Iroquois, but upon the
terms that had been propofed by his predeceflor ;
though, at the fame time, he acquainted him that
he was fo well difpofed to a good underftanding
with the French, that he had ordered all the Eng-
fith fubjects within his governments not to moleft
the inhabitants of New France.

At length the French laid a fcheme for con-
quering New York from the Englith; and Cal-
lieres, took fhipping for France, to propofe it to
that court. He accordingly prefented a memorial
to the miniftry, fetting forth the neceflity of fuch
an enterprize.  He demanded to be put at the
head of thirteen hundred regulars, and three hun-
dred Canadians. With this force he was to go up
the River Sorel to Lake Champlain, under pretence
of making war upon the Iroquois, but, in reality,
to fall upon New York, the conqueft of which he
thought was very practicable. He reprefented, that
the revolution which had now taken place in Eng-
land, the inhabitants of New York, who moft of
them were Dutch, would infallibly take part with
the prince of Orange againft king James, which

ftill
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fiill firengthened the neceffity there was for fub-
duing them. .

The armament was fitted out at Rochfort, and
Caffiniere, the commander, was inftructed to follow
countFrontenac’s orders, who was immediately tofail
with thefquadron for the entry of theGulph of St. Lau-
rence, from whence he was to repair to the Bay of
Canfo in Acadia, and then to Quebec; while Caf-
finiere remained on the coafts of Acadia, where he
was to make prizes of all the Englith thips he met
with. Callieres was to be difpatched before-hand,
the moment the fquadron entered the Gulph of
St. Laurence, where he was to make preparations
for the expedition againft New York, but conceal-
ing his real object under different pretexts. As the
greateft diligence was neceflary, and as the enter-
prize could be executed in no other feafon but the
autumn, Frontenac, on his arrival at Quebec, was
to fet out with the boats, attended by De Qallieres,
who was to act as lieutenant-general, and, at the
fame time, to difpatch an exprefs in cypher, order-
ing Caffiniere with his fquadron to fail directly ta
Manhatta in New York. During Frontenac’s ab-
fence, Vaudreuil was to a& as his lieutenant in
New France ; and when New York was fubdued,
Frontenac was to require from the Englifh cathq-
lics an oath of fidelity to his moft chriftian ma-
jefty, and to fuffer them, to remaln in their poffef-
tions. De Callieres was to at as governor of
New York, under the governgr-general of New

France,
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France. All the Iroquois villages near Manhatta,
or the city of New York, were to be deftroyed,
and the others put under contribution, ‘

The French fquadron arrived on the twelfth of
September, at Chedaboctou, and on, the eighteenth,
they were joined by the merchant fhips, which
had been very roughly treated by ftorms on the
banks of Newfoundland. Next day, Frontenac
embarked on board a merchant fhip for Quebec,
but with very little hopes of being able, in
that advanced feafon, to fucceed againft New
York, and before he parted, he left a fet of in-
ftru@tions for Caffiniere’s conduct, who took 2
great many fhips, but found it impoffible to
# uch at Port Royale through contrary winds ; and
the cafe of Frontenac, in his voyage to the Pierced
Ifland, was pretty much the fame; fo that it was
the twenty-feventh of O¢tober before he arrived at
Montreal. — Denonville continued to be governor
of New France till Frontenac’s arrival ; but, when
the latter joined him at Montreal, he found the af-
fairs of the colony in a deplorable fituation. On
the twenty-fifth of Auguft preceding, while the
inhabitants of that ifland thought themfelves per-
fectly fecure, fifteen hundred Iroquois in the night-
time, fell upon La Chine, a fettlement, which lies
three leagues farther up the river than the town of
‘Montreal. The favages, finding the inhabitants
aflecp, maflacred the men; and then, fetting fire
to the houfes, the remaining inhabiants fell into

their
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their hands. The cruelties exercifed on the prifon’erg
are faid to have been very thocking. They then pro-
ceeded towards Montreal, and carried off two hun-
dred prifoners, whom they put to death by the tor-
ture. Denonville, bﬁiilg then at Montreal, ordered
an officer to take pofleflion of a fort, which he
was afraid the favages might feize. The fort was
immediately invefted, ‘and its garrifon, being every
man of them, killed in defending it, but the officer,
who was defperately wounded, the fort fell into
the hands of the favages, who thereby became
maflers of all the open'part of the ifland, which
they continued to ravage in a moft inhuman man-
ner, without cppofition. Frontenac being on his
arrival informed of thefe calamities, was fenfible
that they were owing to his not being able to
come three months fooner to Montreal. The con-
fternation of the whole colony had been fuch, that
I?enonvil]e fent orders to Valrenes, who com-
manded at Cataracuoy, to abandon that poft, to
blow up the fortifications, and to deftroy all the
provifions he could not carry off, in cafe he re-
ceived no reinforcement before November. Fron-
tenac hearing of thofe orders, oppofed them
ftrongly ; but Denonville juftified them from the
wnutility of the fort, in anfivering the purpofes for
which it was built, and the vaft expence it occa-
fioned both of men and money to. maintain it.
Frontenac, who was the founder of this fort, was
affli¢ted beyond conception, when he heard from
~ Vor. L. Tii Valrenes,
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Valrenes, that the walls of the fort were under-
mined, and the place was, by that time, blown up.

It was now become more neceflary to invade
New York. Plans for this expedition were fent to
Old France; but the government there, excufed
themfelves from giving the colonifts any affiftance,
on account of the expenfive wars they had upon
their hands, and counciled the governor to act only
upon the defenfive. — In the mean time the Iro-
quois, who had been fent to the gallies, were fet .
at liberty, and returned to America. Amongft
thefe was one Oureouharé, a Goyoguin, whom
Frontenac endeavoufed, by every poffible means, to
bring over to his views. At Montreal was one
Gagniegaten, a deputy of the Iroquois, whom
Oureoubaré advifed to fend back, with four. of
the Indian prifoners, inftruting them to fpeak
much in favour of the governor. In 1690, the
cantons met, and fent back deputies with their
arfwer to Mousreal, who concluded a treaty, with
all the ceremonies ufual in fuch cafes.  Thefe were
permitted to depart zs foon as the rivers were navi-
gable, and Ourcouharé gave them no lefs than
eght belis ; faving at the fame time, that, for his
part, he would no: leave Ononthio, till a deputa-
tion fould be fear to follicit his return. He fpoke
much againft the Englith fettlers of New York,
and told them, that they might go in fafety with
the chevalier D’Eau, who was appointed to con-
dect them to Montrea!.  The Outawas at this pe-

riod
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riod, concluded a treaty with the Iroquois, with-
out confulting the French in the matter. Duran-
taye however, and the miffionaries, found means
to become acquainted with the whole of their
proceedings, with which, by means of the Sieur
Joliet, he made Frontenac acquainted, who brought
him 2 letter from the miflionary Carbeil, which
laid open the ftate of the colony ; in anfwer to
which, he ordered Durantaye, to affure the Hu-
rons and Outawas at Michillimakinac, that they
thould foon fee an alteration of affairs. He then
laid down his difpofitions for attacking the Englifh.
A company of a hundred and ten .men, French
and favages, were raifed at Montreal, under the
command of two lieutenants, who had their choice
of the poft which they were to attack, and they
determined on that of Orange. In this refolution
they were vigoreutly oppofed by the favages; and
they marched, without coming to any’ refolution,
till they arrived at a place, where the road fepa-
rated into two ; one leading to Orange, and the
other to Corlar, which the favages agreed to at-
tack. This refolution being.fixed, they proceeded
in a moft fatiguing march for nine days, to Corlar.
Being arrived within two leagues of it, the chief
of the Iroquois fettlement at the Fall of St. Lewis,
-who was commonly called the Grand Agnier, in a
formal harangue, which he made to the whole
party, in a firain of frantic enthufiafm, inveighed
againft the Englifh, as being enemies to God. Soon

Tii2 | after,
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after, they were informed by four favage women,
whom they met, in all they wanted to know about
the ftrength and fituation of the place, which,
upon their arrival at it, they found open, even its
gates not being fhut, and they entered it in the
night #, '

Upon the return of this party to Montreal, two
French officers, one of whom had been prefent at
the attack of Corlar, raifed a party of popith
Iroquois, and gave the command of it to the
Grand Agnier, to make excurfions againft the Iro-
quois. In this expedition, they took forty-two
prifoners, among whom were eight Englith. Hear-
ing that a hundred Mahingans were waiting for
them, and their number being inferior, they march-
ed towards the Salmon River, which they reached
on the fourth of June; and here they began to
make new canoes, they having left their own at a
great diftance. While thev were bLufied in this
employment, they were difcovered by a partv of
Algonquins and Abenaquis, who, taking them for
Englith, with whom they likewife were at war,

* Theaccmnt given of this breafted expedition by the French
sutheis reprefent it as 2 mafterrivee of comage in warlike opora-
tions; whereas, in f.of, it wis as cowaraly as it was inhuman,
The party entering the place without refittunce, butchered men,
women, and cbildion, il tired with murder, they gave quarter
by, whom they carricd into flavery. But
Coulivr, the governor, who, very poflibly, was in concert
with them, was faved, and all his property 5 as was the houfe of
a womany 10 which one of the wonnded lie renants was carried.

artacked

to forty of the Iing
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attacked them .before day, and the Grand Agnier
was killed at the firft onfet, as were fix other Iro-
quois. The miftake was foon difcovered by the
prifoners each party made; but the French Iro-
quois, in refentment of their chief’s death, refufed
to deliver up their captives. This produced a dif-
ference between the two parties, which all the art
and authority of the governor could not, for fome
time, compofe. Frontenac had likewife planned
two other expeditions ; one from Trois Rivieres, and
the other from Quebec, that a {pirit of emulation
might be raifed all over the colony, and the com-
mand of the whole was given to an officer, named
Hertel.  After a fatiguing march, he came to an
Englith fettlement, which the French name Se-
mentel, at fix leagues diftance from Pifcataqua in
New England. The French furprifed this fettle-
ment, and cut in pieces all they found in it, ex-
cepting fifty-four perfons, whom they carried off
captives ; and, after burning all the houfes, and
theep and cattle in the ftables, they prepared to
make their retreat, for fear it fhould be cut off by
the inhabitants of Pifcataqua.

By this time, the Quebec party had taken the
field under one Portneuf ; and Hertel, upon his re-
turn, underftanding that he was within two days
march of them, difpatched his nephew with an ac-
count of his fuccefs to the governor-general, and
fet out to join the Quebec party, within four
Jeagues of Cafco Bay, which they were determined

‘ to
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to attack ; though the place mounted eight cannon,
and was well provided with every thing neceffary
for a defence. Four favages, and two French,
were employed to alarm the fort, which they did,
by raifing the Indian cry ; and having killed an
Englithman, fifty of the garrifon marched out, and
received the fire of the French, who lay in am-
bufh, and who afterwards attacking the Englith
party with fivords and hatchets, killed them all
but four, who regained the fort, but all of them
wounded. Towards the evening, Portnenf fum-
moned the governor of Cafco Bay to furrender;
but was anfwered by the latter, That he would de-
fend his fort to the laft. This, at firft, ftartled
Portneuf, whofe commiffion from Frontenac, only im-
ported, that he thould ravage the open country; but,
fummoning all his fpirit *, the reply he made to the
anfwer of the Englith governor, was, That he muft
furrender the fort, with all the provifions and am-
munition within it : and, though the Englith de-
manded fix days to confider, they were allowed
only one night. The defencelefs flate of the place

* The French writers fay, that befides the main fort at Cafco
Bay, four others had been raifed, but all of them weré evacuated,
in order to reinforce the principal garrifon. Thofe forts, how-
ever, appear to have been oniy the defencelefs houfes of the inha-
bitants ; and the main forf, notwithftanding all the French wri-
ters, who had their information only from thofe who had an in-
tereft in magnifvirg their own explois, was little better than

defercale’,

obliged
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obliged the garrifon to capitulate; but Portneuf
would give the governor no other terms than
_thofe of furrendering himfelf and his garrifon pri-
foners of war, which they accordingly did, being
reduced to the laft extremity. Scarcely was the
place evacuated when an Englith fquadron ap-
-peared to relieve it; but its commander not feeing
the Britifh colours flying, conchided that the fort
had been taken, and being confirmed in his opi-
nion, by none-of his fignals being anfwered, he
returned back ; while Portneuf not only plundered
and demolithed the fort, but all the houfes in its
,peighbourhood. _This inconfiderable conqueft,
‘though magnified by the French, was not, how-
ever, thought fufficient to anfwer their main pur-
pofe ; which was that of bringing their favage
allies into a ftate of 1ndependance upon the
Englith.

Frontenac, about 2 month after Portneuf’s re-
turn to Qilcbec, fent De La Porte Loqvigny, a
reformed captain, and Perrot, with a ftrong con-
voy from Montreal to Michillimakinac, charged
with prefents from the governor-general to the fa--
vages, and a commiffion to fuperfede~Durantayne
in that ftation,—This officer was attended, in going
to take .poffeffion of his new command, by a hua-
dred and forty-three French ; many of whom had
large quantities of fur at Michillimakinac, which
they could not before carry off for fear of the fa-
vagss. They were efcorted by two French officers,

and
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and fix favages ; but on the twenty-third of May,
being the day after they embarked, they difcover-
ed two Iroquois canoes. ' Upon this, Louvigny
detached thirty of his retinue in canoes, and fixty
by land, to furround the ememy, who were fuf-
pected to be very numerous, though they did not
appear. The canoe men fell into an ambufcade
of the Froquois, who killed far the greater part of
them. At firft, Perrot, under whofe command
Louvigny was during the journey, would not fuf-
fer the latter to march againft the favages; but,
at length, he gave him leave, and Louvigny, at the
head of fifty or fixty French, killed about thirty of
the Iroquois, wounded a great number, and made
fome prifoners, the remainder of them efcaping
with great difficulty to their canoes.

The Outawas ambafladors were now on the point
of fetting out from Michillimakinac, to conclude a
definitive treaty with the Iroquois ; but the news of
the victories of the French, and the magnificent pre-
fents they brought, gave a new turn to their fen-
timents ; which Perrot improved with fo much ad-
drefs, that they entered with more zeal than ever
into the French intereft. A hundred and ten ca-
noes, loaded with furs and fkins, to the value of
onc hundred thoufand crowns, under the convoy of
three hundred northern favages, immediately fet
out for Montreal, where they found the count De
Frontenac,

The
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The chevalier D’Eau, who had been fent as am-
baﬂ'ador and fpy to Onnontague, and all the
French in his retinue, had been put in confine-
ment. by the favages, and fent him prifoner to
Manhatta, to prove their averfion to any peace
with the French, and they even went fo far, as to -
burn two Frenchmen of his retinue. Frontenac
upon this, ordered two detachments of his beft
troops, one under the command of the chevalier
De Clermont, to guard the fouthern parts of the
colony from Montreal, to the River Sorel ; and the
other, under the command of the chevalier De La
Motte, to fecure it from Montreal to Quebec.
The colonifts of Canada durft not venture abroad,
either to cultivate their lands, or cut down their
harv;ﬂs; fo that the colony itfelf was threatened
with famine. On the eighteenth of Auguft, De
' La Chaffaigne, commandant at fort La Chine, was
informed, that a great number of cances were feen
upon Lake St. Lewis. Frontenac, who was then
at Montreal, immediately concluding that they
were filled with Iroquois, gave orders for a vigo-
rous defence, but he foon underflood that they
were no other than the grand convoy from Michil-
limakimac,” which we have already mentioned.
The jay of the French at underftanding this, was
exceffive, and the convoy was received under peals
“of acclamations frem the inhabitants. In the
mean time, an Iroquois, who was nephew to the
grand Agnier, and who-had been fent out to re-

Vor, I, ~~ Kkk ) connoitre
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connoitre towards Orange, had, in his return, dif-
covered, that a large body of men were employed
in making canoes upon Lake Sacrament. This
Indian 1was fo much attached to the French,
that the truth of his report, with many circum-
ftances attending it, to do honour to himfelf, was
fo far from being queftioned by Frontenac, that
he immediately gave orders for putting the town
and ifland of Montreal in a proper pofture of de-
fence. He called together all his favage allies
who were upon the fpot; and, after feafting them
with great profufion, he informed them, that he
was refolved never to make peace with the Iro-
quois, till he fhould reduce them to beg it upon
terms as advantageous to his allies as to the French,
and that he confidered both as being equally his
children. His behaviour charmed the favages to
a degree of enthufiafm for his perfon, and he was
anfwered with peals of univerfal acclamation.
Next day, upon advice that great numbers of ca~
noes were feen on Lake Champlain, fignals were
given for affembling the regulars and the militia ;
and on the thirty-firft of Auguft, Frontenac, upon
Magdalen Mead, reviewed the favages, who were
fo eager for the fervice, that all of them appeared
under arms, without their leaving a man to take
care of their merchandizes, and the arﬁy was
found to confift of twelve hundred men #.

* Some of the favages of the Fall of St, Lewis, took this
epportunity to invite all the chiefs of the other cantons to go 10

Next
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Next day, the fcouts feported, that they could
difcover no enemy, nor any footfteps of one;
upon which, the army was difmiffed till farthet
orders, and the inhabitants fell to their harveft
work, which was the main objet of their con-
- cerm. Sqrne time after, a party of Iroquois fur-
prifed a defencelefs number of the French inhabi-
tants and {oldiers, careleflly at work in the field,
and killed or took prifoners fix foldiers, eleven in-
habitants, and four women, befides putting to
death a number of horned cattle, and burning the
neighbouring houfes and ftorehoufes ; but upon
an appearance of fome troops approaching, the
favages retired to the woods. Frontenac, incenfed
with thefe furprifals, reproached Oureouharé with
the infenfibility of his countrymen, as to all
the kindnefles he had done to him and them.
The favage made the beft apology he could for

Oronthio’s quarters. There being affembled, one Lewis Athe-
rihata, a popifh chief of Lewis’s Fall, very artfully addreffed
himfelf to the company, but more particularly to the Outawas,
whom he advifed to lay before their father Ononthio, their in-
moft fentiments, and to difclofe the true reafons of their late
treaty with the Iroquois. The fpokefman of the Outawas, upon
this, apologized in the beft manner he could for his countrymen,
and promifed an inviolable fidelity to Ononthio in time to come,
in which he was feconded by all the other chiefs prefent, Fron-
tenac very properly thought, that fome altercations might arife, if
the company continued longer together, and afier thanking Lewis
Atherihata for fo feafonable an interview, he promifed him
" another meeting as foon as the enemy fhould be repulfed.

Kkka their



their behaviour ; and fo entirely difarmed Fronte-
nac of all refentment towards himfelf, that that
governor refolved to truft and employ him, more
than ever. While Frontenac was preparing to re-
turn to Quebec, an officer from thence brought
him two letters from Prevot, who commanded
there during the governor’s abfence. The firft
dated the fifth, gave him advice, that he had been
informed by an Abenaquis, of thirty fhips having
left Bofton, in order to befiege Quebec. The fe-
cond letter gave advice of twenty-four Englith
thips, fome of which were large, having appeared
off Tadouffac. Upon this alarming account Fron-
tenac and Champigny immediately embarked on
board a fmall veflel for Quebec; and foon after
another courier came from Perrot, with advice
that two French ladies had been taken by a fleet
of thirty-four fail, which, at the time of his writ-

.ing, might be at the ifle of Condres or Hazels.
An Englifh {quadron which had appeared off
-Cafco Bay, did not come time enough to prevent
its falling into the hands of the French; upon
which they failed to Port Royal, which furrendered
upon terms. Notwithftanding which, Phipps car-
ried off with him Manneval, a ferjeant, and thirty-
eight foldiers ; and he obliged the inhabitants to
take an oath of fidelity to king William and queen
Mary, and that he had left his firft ferjeant to com-
mand Port Royal, appointing fix of the principal
.inhabitants to be of his council for adminiftering
juftice,
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jiftice. From Port Royal, Phipps failed to Che-
dibou@ou, where he fummoned Montor'géuil to
furrender it. Though that officer had no more
than fourteeh' men in garrifon, he made fo brave
a defence, that Phipps was obhged to fet fire to
the place before he would liften to a capitulation,
which was at laft granted him upon honourable
terms; and he and his garnfon were conducted
in fafety to Placentia.

* The chevalier De Villebon was now arrived from
France to take upon him the command of Aca-
dia, and had a narrow efcape’ "from bemg taken
by two Englifh pirates, whom he in vain attemp-

ted to furprife, and who fell upon Port Royal,

where they are faid to have been guilty of great
‘cruelties. ‘This commander afterwards returning
to France undertook to drive the Englifh out of
Canada with ‘the affiftance only of the Abenaquais
and other favages in alliance with his nation.
~—The propofal had too great a thew of probabi-
“fity as it feems in the eyes of the French court to be
rejected, and he returned to Quebec in July 1691,
with all the power and encouratrement he could
defires

The ‘expedition which the Englith had con-
certed’ at this time againft “Quebec, muft certain-
'ly have fycceeded, even before Frontenac could
have been informed of their defigns, had not the
weather proved extremely unfavourable as it was.

~'—The firft thing the French governor did, when
he
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he was convinced of the danger, was to fend the-
commandant of Trois Rivieres with orders to
Callieres to come to Quebec dire€tly with all the
force he could raife. Frontenac entering the
city in O&ober, found all things well difpofed
for its defence. He heard, at the fame time, that
the Englith were advanced as far as the Ifle of
Orleans; and ifluéd his orders that the command-
ers of the militia on that fide of the country thould
not ftir from their pofts till the enemy had made
good their landing. — He took proper precautions
that the coaft thould be well guarded, and his or-
ders were fo well obeyed, that the Englifh at
this time could not even fend a boat on fhore.
Notice was given on all hands to prevent any of
the thipping which might arrive from being fur-
prifed; batteries were ere¢ted on the fhore, and
every thing done which might contribute to the
defence of the place. At length the Englifh fleets
appeared, confifting of thirty-four fail, and hav-
ing on board about three thoufand land forces.
Thefe coming to an anchor about ten in the
morning f{ent a long boat on fhore with a trumpet
to the governor, whofe report when he returned
was {o very unfavourable to the Englith that it
ftruck them with terror and amazement; and
Phipps, who commanded the expedition, feems
to have funk, all at once, from the very pin-

nacle of hope to the depth of deipair #.
* Some time before, Phipps had taken prifoner one Grand-
ville, 2 French officer, who had been difpatched by Prevot to
) Two
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Two days after the boats made good their land-
ing; however, an attack was made, in which the
Englith loft about one hundred and fifty men, and
were obliged to retreat before an inconfiderable
number of the French and Canadians.

obferve the motions of the Euglifh, and who, on his examination,
frankly owned what he thought was the truth, that Cauchec had
neither fortifications, troops, nor a general to defend ir. This
account encouraged Phipps fo much, that he boafted he fhould
Lie in the governor of Quebec’s palace that very night

Frontenac feeing the long-boat, with the meflenger, -who was
a trumpet, put off from the. fleet, fent an officer, who met him
half way, and muffling his eyes, carried him round all the for-
tifications, where the foldiers and inhabitants purpofely increafed
the noifes of military huwry all round him, and, atlaft, carried
him to the great-hall. He was aftonithed, when unblinded, to
find bimfelf before the governor-general, the bithop, the inien-
dant, and a large body of ofticers, all of them with looks of de-
fiance and refolution. This was fo much the reverfe of what he
expefted, that he trembled when he prefented the manifefto of
the Englifth admiral. It reproached the French and their favages
with the cruelties which they had committed upon the fubjects of
England; demanded all the prifoners that they had fhould be deli-
vered up; that the governor, garrifon, and inhabitants fhould
furrender themfelves at difcretion, and concluded, by giving the
governor-general only one hour to confider of his anfwer. 'This
fummon being read aloud, created great indignation in the
Frenchmen, which was redoubled, when the trumpet, pullmg
out 2 watch, faid he could not ftay after fuch an hour.

Some of the French officers then called out, that the tmmpct
ought to be treated as belonging to a pirate, who was in arms
againft his lawful fovereign, and who had aéted as a true pirate,
by breaking the capitulation he had made at Port Royal with
Manneval, Frontenac anfivered the trumpet, by reproaching

In
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In the afternoon fucceeding this defeat, and the
day after the town was cannonnaded but with lit-
tle fuccefs, till the Englith, impatient of the fire
from the batteries, drew off, and the foldiers en-
camped near Beaupre, demanded to be led to a
clofe engagement. Accordingly they were drawn
out in line of battle; but had not proceeded far
on their march towards Quebec, before they were
attacked by M. St. Helene, 2 Canadian officer at
the head of two hundred men. They retreated
before thefe with lofs; but, gaining the thelter of
a wood, made a noble ftand, and began a fmart
fire, in which action St. Helene was mortally
wounded, and the enemy was retiring when ¥ron-
tenac advanced with three hundred men, and claim-
ed the honour of a victory, which, by this time,
there was no one left to difpute; for he had come
too late for the engagement, and retired inte the
city without feeking to renew it; while the Eng-
lith, watching their opportunity, carried off all
the cattle they could find, in order to revi€tual
their fleet.

Phipps and the Englifh, for their rebellion againft their lawful
fovereign, [meaning king James the Second, who had lately ab-
dicated] in whofe right he faid he aéted. He likewife men-
tioned the affair of Muncval with great indignation, and con-
cluded, by faying, that he would give no other anfer to the
infolent fumimon, but by the mouth of his cannon. He then
ordcred the trumpet to be again blindfelded, and reconduéted to
the place where he was taken up.

The
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“The next night the admiral fent on fhore five
fix pounders, with which the Englith flattered
themfelves that they fhould be able to batter tnc
town in breach.—In the mean while the enemy
fo advantageoufly difpofed themfelves, that the be-
fiegers fell into feveral ambufcades before they
were obferved ; and though they fought bravely,
and often repulfed the affailants, yet the latter, at
laft, united all their parties, and made fuch a dread-
ful fire, that the Englifth were obliged to fiy, leav-
ing behind them their cannon, powder, and ball;
whilt, on the fide of the French, if we may be-
lieve their writers, only one ranger was killed, and
afavage wounded. The Canadians feized the {poils,
which they kept, in fpite of all the attempts of
the Englith to regain them : and Frontenac pre-
fented the militia with two pieces of ordnance
which themfelves had made prize of, as a reward
for the valour they had thewn in the ation. In
the mean time, a body of three thoufand Englith
and Indians had been drawmg tocether, in order
to attempt the conqueft of Montreal : but while
the former were on their march, the fmall-pox
broke out amongft them, which they communicated
to their favages; eight hundred of whom dying of
the diﬁempér, the army was immediately broken
up.

As foon as Phipps reccived the difagrecable news
of the army’s fepalanon, he thought it high time
to give over all thoughts of reducing Qgebec (to

Vou. L. L1l the
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the defence of which its governor had drawn to-
gether almoft all the whole force of the French
in America; and accordingly he entirely defifted from
profecuting a plan which had coft, according to
the moft moderate accounts, the lives of above fix
hundred Englithmen.

‘When Sir William made his retreat, he had not 2
cannon ball left; and in his return, he loft no few-
er than nine thips for want of mariners to work
them.—On the whole, this expedition feems to
have been ill planned, and worfe executed: na-
tural caufes concurred to fruftrate it, and never
did Englifh {oldiers make a worfe figure than in
this vain attempt. The unfkilfulnefs of their pi-
lots endangered the whole fleet; of which only
four returned to Bofton *.  While the French fhip-
ping, to which Frontenac had fent a timely caution,
concealed themfelves in the River Saguenay, till
their enemies were returned home.

When thefe arrived, they found themfelves not
a little ftraitened for the want of provifions, and
the inhabitants of Quebec wete nearly in the fame
cafe, ¢n the richeft of whom, however, the go-
vernur made free to quarter the foldiers, who
received them without murmuring. A noble in-

ftance of their patriotifm and zeal for the welfare
of their country.

* Several of them went in purfuit of fuch French vefle!s as
were cruifing on the banks of Newfoundland, -

It
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It was fome time after this expedition, in the
year 1691, that deputies arrived from the Agniers
(who were in arms againft the French) to beg a
peace as they faid, and a piece of ground in the
neighbourhood of the falls of St. Lewis. Thefe
Indians informed the government that one thou-
fand Iroquois were on the point of entering New
France near Trois Rivieres.—This body appeared
in the May following, at a little diftance from
Montreal, where they began hoftilities, and after- .
wards difperfed themfelves in different parties, from
Repentigny as far as the Ifles of Richelieu.—Vau- -
dreuil at the head of above a hundred foldiers fur-.
prized fifteen of the favages, who took fhelter in
a lone houfe, from whence they made a vigorous
defence; and Bienville, a French officer of note,
loft his life in the adtion. At length, Vaudreuil
fet fire to the building and the whole party was
deftroyed, either by the flames, or the fwords of
their enemies *,

The Iroquois at this time had pofted themfelves
on the Outawas River, where they propofed to

* Amongft the officers who diftinguithed themfelves on this
occafion, was the chevalier De Crifafy, who, with his brother
the marquis of the fame name, was a Sicilian, and who, baving un-
fuccefsfully endeavoured to raife a rebeilion in that ifland, againft
the king of Spain, in favour of the French king, they were
obliged to fly to his protection; but he gave them no other re-
ward for their treafons, than each of thema company in Canada,
where they behaved with great courage and fidelity to the prince
whoff intereft they efpoufed.

Ll1l2 ' murder
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murder zll the French paffing and repafling on the
road to Michillimakinac*, and then to fall vpon
the back fettlements ; bur, perceiving their defigns
difcovered, and perhaps fearing for their own coun-
try, they broke up their camp without being attack-
ed; whilft, in the fpring, two French officers found
means to pafs through the very midft of the Iro-
quois in arms, and brought to Michillimakinac
the account of the Englifh mifcarriage before Que-
bec. '

In the fummer a plan was lid for retaking
Port Nellen upon Hudfon’s Bay from the Englifh;
but it came to nothing, and the commander of

* The Ornondagan canton, on pretence of deploring the death
of St. Helene, fon to Le Moyne, whofe family they hdd adopt- -
ed, fent a belt of wampum, together with two female-mouri-
taineers, who had been for fome time prifoners in their canton.
Thele women were intrutted with two belts of wampum, one of
which they were fecretly to give' to ‘orre of the principal inhabi- -
tants of the villages of the mountain, and the other to Lewis
Atherihata, who was godfon to his moft chriftian majefty, -and
was the principal inhabitant of the JFall of St. Lewis. The
intention of thofe belts was to invite them to return, with as”
many of their friends and relations as they could bring with
them, to their motker-country, that theéy might avoid being in-
volved in the general maffacre which was intended againft all the
French. The belis were accordingly delivered; but the favages,
to whom they were intrufted, carried them direftly to the
goverpor of Montreal, to whom they alfo fwore an inviolable
fidelity.---And it was from the information of thefe Indians -
and tdhe two women that the French were timely put upon their
guard,

the
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the intended expedition changed his defign to that
“of clearing the River St. Laurcnce of the Englith
prlvateers which infefted it.

At the mﬁlgatxon of Phipps a new armament
was raifed in order to make attempts upon the
French in Canada, and five hundred men were affem-
bled in the province of New, York in order to at-
tack Montreal, while the French commandant
affembled his men in Magdalen’s Meadow, and.
remforced Fort Chambly, which he underftood
the Enchfh intended to attack. Some fmart ren-
counters enfued near that place, inwhich the French
loft M. St. Cyrque, and many of their f{oldiers.
At length, however, the Englifh and their Indians
v\{erc conftrained to retreat, leaving their enemies,
for the prefent, at liberty to get in their harveft ;
but thefe were foon, after 1nterrupted by large bo-
dies of the Iroqums, and obliged to mingle war
vglth _their induftry. Ourecoharé was the great-
eft chief among the French Indians, and he did
them fignal fervice in repulfing thofe favages, who
would otherwife have made great havock among
them *, ,

The chevalier Villebon now arrived, and hav-
ing been nominated governor of Acadia, he fet out

* He foon after paid .a vifit to Frontenac at Quebec, where
be was fo cordially received, that he declared, though many In-
dian nations offered to chufe him for their chief, he was refolyed
to refufe them all and fpend the remainder of his days m thc
fervice (as he faid) of his father Ononthio.

on



446 BRITISH EMPIRE

on an expedition to Port Royale, where we are
told that he found the Englith flag flill flying,
but no garrifon. He ordered it immediately to be
taken down and French colours hoifted in its place;
after which he once more took formal pofieflion
for his countrymen *,

Frequent rencounters between the Englifth, the
Troquois, the French, and their Indians filled up
the remainder of this year. In 1692, Callieres
affembled a body of. troops with intent to march
them to the Peninfula, where the Outawas River
joins that of St, Laurence, and D’Orvilliers was ap-
pointed to command them ; but meeting with an acci-
dent on his road, he returned to Montreal. One
Beaucourt fucceeded him in the command, and
marched his men to the Ifle of Taniatha, where
he attacked, and routed feveral ftraggling parties
of Indians; but at length, fearing he might fall in
with fome larger bodies, he returned to Montreal,
from whence Frontenac difpatched Michel at the
head of fome French and thirty favages, who fome

* One Des Goutins, who afted as his commiffary, took this
opportunity of informing the affembly, that, when the place
was taken by Phipps, he had buried one thoufand three hundred
livres in a certain fpot, which being accordingly dug, the money
which belonged to the king was found, and faithfully applicd
by the officer to the fervice of the public; an a& of integrity, the
remembrance of which afterwards procured his acquittal without
trial, when a charge of malverfation was brought againft him.

time
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time after fell into an ambufcade, and was taken pri-
foner by the favages*. Whilft thefe things were pafl
ing in the month of Auguft, Frontenac put him-
felf at the head of three hundred men, in order to
proteé thofe who were gathering in the harveft; and
near Montreal he found two hundred Outawas; to:
whom he propofed an expedition againft the Iro-
quois; but the favages declined the offer. About
this time the chevalier d’Eau arrived in .Canada.
Intelligence now arriving, that the Englith un-
der Sir William Phipps were about to attack New
France, a {quadron of thips was detached to Spanifh

_* When Michel came to a place called the Carrying-place of
the Cats, he faw two Iroquois fcouts, and a great number of
canoces in the water; upon which he returned again to Mont
real, where fixty French favages three days after arrived with
their cargoes of furs, having difpofed of them, demanded
an efcort back to a certain place, where tiey were to fepa-
rate. - Michel offered to accompany them, and an efeort, con-
fiting of thirty men, was accordingly appointed. When they
arrived at the Long Fall on the River St. Laurence, where
they met with a carrying-place, they received a fmart difcharge
of mufquetry, without perceiving from whom it came, which
made all the favages difappear, and killed and wounded 2 great
many of the French; upon which the Indians ruthing from their
ambufcade, fell with the utmoft fury upon the few furvivors. .
Michel, La Gemeraye, and the Hertels, two enfigns, who
were brothers, -.defended themfelves ,with great valour, and
would have fought their way through the Iroqueis, kad they .
not been abandoned by their own allies, by which means, Michet, -
and the two Hertels, were taken prifoners; but Gemeraye gnd
forge foldiers efcaped to Montreal,

Bay,
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Bay, under the command of Du Palais, who
fent a veflel to look into the River St. Laurence,
which being difabled by ftrefs of weather never
returned : and, in confequence, the French com-
mander remainied idle there, at a time when he
might have intercepted the fleet of his enemies.

The French governor of Placentia having re-
ceived advice on the fourteenth of September that
a fquadron was anchored within five miles of that
place, the baron La Hontan was difpatched with
about fixty men, to poft himfelf where the Englifh
were moft likely to-land ; who, on the feventeenth,
manned their boats for that purpofe, but difcover-
ing the enemy, made a feint, and went on fhore at
another place; while M. Brouillan erected batteries,
and ordered a boom to be drawn acrofs the har-
bour*.

* About noon that fame day the governor difcovered a boat
with a flag of truce; and a ferjeant was fent out, who brought
the officer that carried it blindfold into the fort ; where he inform-
ed the governor that he came from Mr. Williams, who was the
Englith commodore, with his complimerts, and to beg he would
fend an officer on board his fhip, to whom he would explain his
intentions, and treat with him concerning the releafe of certain
French feamen, who were prifoners on board the Englifh fleet.
The governor agreed to this requeft, and fent La Hontan, and
another officer, one Paftour, to confer with the commodore;
and, in the mean while the perfon, who carried the flas of
truce fummoned the governor, in the names of king William
and queen Mary, to furrender the place, and all that the French
had in the bay, which was refufed in refolute terms,

The
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* The Englifh fquadron the next day found that
they had no lefs than three forts to attack. They
however at firft began a very brifk cannonade ;
but about the evening of the nineteenth, they
were obliged to draw off, the example having
firft been fet them by the commodore ; and the ex-
pedition ended in falling upon Point Vefti, where
they burned many of the diellings of the inha-
bitants.

Both nations were guilty of capital errors in
their conduét, with regard to the affairs we have
here mentioned. — It was undoubtecly a grand mif-
take in the French to fuffer their fhipping to lie
idle in the Spanith Bay at a time like this, when
they ought to have attacked the enemy : but no-
thing could equal the rathnefs of the Englifh, in
attacking a place, with the ftrength of which they
were not acquainted, or the precipitancy of their
retreat, when the French were fo much in want of
ammunition, that they were even reduced to their
laft charge of powder, and are faid to have been
forced to returntheballswhich they picked up inthe
engagement i—butit is fuppofed by fome, that a kind
of mutiny in the {quadron, obliged the commanders
to give over their enterprize, and likewife that
this difturbance was occafioped by their ill con-
du&, of which they gave many glaring inftances,
On the whole, the expedition was far from doing
honour to the affailants, who would moft probably
have fuffered much more feverely, had it not been

Yoz, I, Mmm for
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for the blunders and mifmanagement of the defen-
dants.

Notwithftanding this repulfe, Phipps flill con-
tinued bent on attacking the French fettlements,
and directed his chief aim towards Quebec. Mean-
while Villebon having fortified himfelf in Fort St
John, waited for an opportunitv to diflodge the
Englith from other parts, from whence anattemnpt
had been made to drive him, but in vain.
Iberville, who had been commiflioned by the court
of France to expel the Englith from Port Nelfon,
in Hudfon’s Bav, not arriving at Quebec till the
eighteenth of OcCtober, .as it was judged too late
for him to proceed upon that expedition, he was
fent to inveft Fort Pemmaquid by land, while
Bonaventure, who commanded the French fqua-
dron, was to attack it by fea; but the latter hav-
g no coafting pilots, declined the enterprize, and
Iberville, with all his Indians, was obliged to retire-
without gaining any thing but his labour for his
pains <.

Soon after, eight hundred Iroquois dividing them-
{clves into two parties cn the borders of New

* Tbervilie, though an excellent officer, had trufted too much
to furprifing the fort; and an Englih gendeman, one Nel-
fus. who was then prifoner at Quebec, had bribed two French
fo dicrs, who gave intlligence to the Englifh at Pemmaquid, and
who weie therefure on their guard, which had induced Iberville
w wbandon the underialin;, to the great difcontent of the favages,
who were with him, and who had formed great cxpectations of
uking and pladering the place.

York,
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York, from whence théy feemed to threaten -fome
terrible blow ; but the vigilance of count Fronte-
nac, having put ‘the French fettlers on their guard,
the favages gave over their defigns, and retired dif-
appointed. In the mean time, the French, who at-
tributed thefe difpofitions to the machinations of
the Agniers, detached a large body of French and
Agniers, to attack and deftroy their fettlements *.
‘They found the Agniers divided into three town-
thips, which they attacked and deftroyed fuccef-
fively.  But in their return, they were harrafled by
a body of Onneyouths, and being much perplexed
for want of provifions, were obliged to feparate
into fmall parties, and the fhattered remnant of
the army arrived in a pitiful condition at Montreal,
where by this time an alarm was {pread of a de-
fign of the Englith to befiege Quebec with a power-
ful fleet and army.

By this time Michel, who had been taken prifo-
ner by the Indians, having efcaped from their
hands, arrived at Quebec, who informed the French,
that the Onnondagans had built a ftrong fort for

* The orders given on this occafion, were not to fpare any
'male capable of bearing arms, but to put every one of them t
the fword, and to carnry off all the women and children captives,
to people the French Indian fettlements 3 but their Indian allies,
notwithftanding they promifed to obey thefe cruel injunétions,
obliged the French to fpare a great number of their fellow favages,
who were accordingly carried away captives.

Mmm2 the
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the defence of their women and children, in cafe
they fhould be atracked as the Agnier canton had
been. A report had, before this period, been fpread,
of a refolution the Englifh had taken to raife ten
thoufand men, to meet at Bofton, fix thoufand of
whom were faid to be deftined againft Quebec ;
but it now appeared that, how true foever the ac-
counts of thefe preparations might be, thofe who
communicated them had miftaken the place of
their deftination ; for they were not defigned againft
the French fettlements on rhe continent, but againft
Martinico, which expedition mifcarrying, the Iro-
quois parties returned, and left the French unmo-
lefted.

During thefe tranfactions, one Tarcha, an In-
dian chief, had arrived at Montreal, with propo-
fals for a peace from the Onneyouth tribe, to
which Frontenac liftened, but with caution, de-
manding deputics from the canton ; to expedite the
fending of whom, Tareha was difpatched, promif-
Ing to return at an appointed time; he accordingly
came back, bringing with him a female Indian,
whofe good offices done t~ the French prifoners at
Onneyouth, were the only apology for the haughty
propofals he delivered from his countrymen, w ho,
among other terms, expreflly demanded, that the
governor thould fend to treat with them in their
own country, and that under the mediation of the
Englith, a propofal which Frontenac rejected with
difdain, and in fpite of the natural propenfity he

had
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had to recommend himfelf to the favages, could
not help throwing out fome menaces againft them
and their countrymen, which, perhaps, were not
without their effeéts.

Garakonthie, and qther Indian chiefs, ftill con-
tinued faithful to the interefts of the French, who,
notwithftanding, found themfelves, at every op-
portunity, embarrafled by the Iroquois, who found
it always more their intereft to trade with the Eng-
lith than with them.—On the whole, though it muft
be owned that the internal government of the Cana-
dians was better conducted than that of the New
England men; and though their officers, both
civil and military, were in general, men of great
- honour and abilities ; yet, it is certain, that the
taxes with which their commerce was loaded, and
the inconvenience of the channels through which
it paffed, overballanced all thefe advantages ; and
they loft more by the avarice of fome, than they
gained by the patriotifim of others. The neigh-
bouring Indians faw this defet, and were not
backward in taking advantage of it : — they drew
difagreeable comparifons between the affluence of
the Englifh, and the poverty of their enemies. —
They knew the fweets of trade and relithed them :
they united the vices of the Europeans with their
own, and by this monftrous compound, formed
among themfelves, characters entirely unknown to
any other people or climate. On the other hand,
if the Indians borrowed from the luxury of their

guefts
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guefts, thefe were not behind-hand (the Frenchefpeci.
ally) in adopting the fraudfulandbarbarous manners
of their favage neighbours. The cruelties with which
the Indian wars were carried on, cven by the polithed
natives of France, were often thocking to humanity,
and fometimes even exceeded thofe of their American
friends. — It were to be withed, for the honour of
our countrymen in thofe parts, that all charges of
this kind brought agamnft them were groundlefs;
but though this is not the cafe, yet nothing is
more certain than that we muft yield ourfelves
far outdone by our enemies in thefe unmanly
frauds and unchriftian barbarities. It muft be al-
lowed on all hands, that the North American na-
tives were, in general, a faithlefs and perfidious
race, no longer to be depended on than while they
were bribed into friendfhip, or awed into fubmif-
fion ;—given to all manner of excefies, and of fuch
weak heads and bad hcarts, that when feafted and
inflamed with liquor, they alted the part of mad-
men, deftroying their friends and deareft relations,
infomuch, that fome of them have been obliged
to be difpatched to prevent farther mifchief. — Yet
thefe people, bad as they were, might have been
rendered more tolerable, had not the Europeans
m general, and the French in particular, employed
thofe arts which they fhould have ufed to civilize
them in effecting their own partial purpofes. The
Jefuits who pretended to be moft affiduous in re-
ducing the favages to a focial life, feldom fucceeded ;

becaufe
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becaufe fome of them had private ends of their
own in view, and the others were enthufiaftic bi-
gots, who contented themfelves with the out-
ward forms of the religion which they fought to
propagate; and while they pretended to recom-
mend fome particular private virtues fapped the
foundation of thofe more comprehenfive ones which
are the bafis of all public peace, good government,
and tranquillity. Nor were the Englith paftors
wholly irreproachable on this head :—there are bi-
gots in all religions. — A few plain moral rules
would certainly have been of more ufe to the fa-
vages than all that fuperabundance of myfteries with
which they were burthened.—The Indians, wild as
they were, by the fmall light which nature had given
them, thought thefe people were enflaving their
underftandings, and imagined their perfons would
thare the fame fate : — They acted accordingly ;
and regardlefs of every other circumftance, fa-
voured the French or the Englith, according as
their intereft led them; and this generally, for the
reafons we have given above, induced the Iroquois
to take part with the latter.

455

Frontenac, who was obliged to be perpetually
diffembling with the favages, had all along fet his
heart uponrebuilding the fort of Cataracuoy *,aplan

-* All the force which Frontenac could mufter up at this time
did not amount to above two thoufand men, even including the
militia and the French favages ; {fo that he was obliged to act
with great addrefs in fill keepiug the Indians in awe, and yer

which
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which he was refolved to put in execution at all
events.  In the mean time fome of the Abenaquais
Indians, under the command of a famous chief,
named Taxus, took an Englith fort, and carried on
their ravages, while Phipps was flattering his peo-
ple with the hopes of peace, even to the very
gates of Bofton; and this is faid, by fome of the
French writers, fo much to have exafperated the
fubjects of his government, that they rofe againft
him, and obliged him to retire to fort Pemmaquid
for fafety.

In the latter end of the vear, Iberville and Sc-
figny arrived ar the River St. Therefe in two fhips,

amufing them fo as to prevent their bringing into the field any
great bodies of men, the confequence of which nuft have been
fatal to the colony. As to the Englifh, their fleet at Bofton was
in too bad a condition to undertake a naval expedition, and
they could not aét by land without the affiftance of the Iro-
quois. Sir William Phipps, who remained ftill governor of
New England, could do nothing but by the mere dint of power,
of which he made but a poor ufe, Indeed, after building the forr
of Pemmaquid, fome of the Alenaquais had formally fubmitted
themfelves to the crown of England; but the tribes who came in
were not of any great importance, and it is probable that even
this partial fubmiffion could not have taken place, had not the go-
vernment of New France depended fo much on the affeftion of
thofe favaées, as to lcave them unprote&ed 5 and many of their
countinen being prifoners at Bofton, their deliverance was a
ftrong motive for the {ubmiffion of others. So different was the
conduét of the two governors, znd fo many difficulties did Fron-
tena ’mrggle through to keep up the repuiation of his country-
men in thefe Yemoter parts.

the
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the Poli and the Salamander, where they debarked
the day of their arrival ; and, the following night,
Fort Nelfon, which commands the port of the
fame name, was invefted on the land fide by forty.
Canadians, and, on the twenty-eighth of O&ober,
the Salamander came to an anchor a mile above
"the fort, which was a very weak one, built of
wood, and garrifoned by only fifty-three men,
under the command of a trader who never had
feen fire. Every thing being difpofed for the fiege,
the governor was fummoned to furrender the fort ;
and a capitulation was accordingly’ fettled, by
which the officers were to remaln in the fort dur-
_ing the winter, with full fecurity to their perfons
and effects, and, when the feas were open, to be
carried to France, from whence they might pafs
over to England. When the French took poflef-
fion of the fort, they found in it abundance of
provifion, of which they ftood in great-need ; and
had the two French officers arrived fooner before fort
Nelfon, they would have gotten a great booty in
fkins and furs, which had fome weeks before been
fent off to England. 'The party which made this
conqueft, was attacked by the fcurvy, which car-
ried off many of them; but, in June, one hundred
and fifty canoes, laden with furs, arrived at Fort
Nelfon, to which the French gave the name of
Fort Bourbon, as an earneft of the vaft advantage,
of the trade they were likely to reap from that
bay. But as their two fhips were preparing to fail

Vou. L Nnn A with



with their cargoes, they were not only ftopped by
the ice ; but, upon a mufter, itavas found, that the
crews of both were reduced to one hundred and
fifteen men, many of whom were unferviceable
through ficknefs and other caufes, and the fcurvy
was daily gaining ground amongft them. At laff,
the feafon permitting them to fail, after a moft te-
dious and dangerous voyage, they returned to
France, which they reached on the ninth of October.
La Ferret, with a garrifon of fixty-eight Cana-
dians, and fix favages being left governor of the
fortrefs they had taken. .

The French governor informed his court of al]
that paffed in Canada ; but they did not feem fatis-
fied with the cautious councils he adopted ; ne-
verthelefs he went on in thofe meafures which
feemed beft in his own eyes, paying little regard
to what was faid by fuch as he was convinced did
not comprehend the extent of his defigns.—All his
officers oppofed him in his plan of re-eftablithing
Fort Cataracuoy, but in vain. Arriving at Mon-
treal in July, he employed feven hundred men, to
put it in execution, and got it completed within
fifteen days; and, foon after, underflanding that a
large body of Iroquois had appeared in the field,
he took fuch meafures for the defence of his peo-
Ple, as entirely difconcerted their defigns, Thefe
favages afrerwards marched towards the country of
the Miamis, with intent either to force them to
declare in their favour, or to drive them from their

fettlenents ;
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fettlements ; but were attacked and defeated by
their enemies, who were reinforced by M. Cour-
temanche and a body of Canadians; and the
French entered into a treaty with the favages of Mi-
chillimackinac *,

* A Huron captain, one Le Baron, but one of thofe Hurons
who were irreconcileable to the French, was then at Michillimac-
kinac, where he had prevailed with the Hurons of that poft not
to be fo forward as the other favages there were in making war
againft the Iroquois. But 2ll his exhortations were to no purpofe,
notwithftanding which, he afted with fuch impenetrable difimula-
tion, that when he went with the other deputies to compliment the
governor-general, while he fent his fon, with thirty warriors, all of
them devoted to his fervice, to the country of the Tfonnonthou-
ans. ‘There they concluded a treaty, in which the OQutawas wera
comprehended, and which was fo firmly made that Cadillac,
even when it was difcovered, could not break it, though he found
means to delay for fome time the execution of it on the part of the
Outawas. The favages, even fuch of them as were moft at
tached to the French in his diftri&, had often complained to him
of the dearnefs of the French commodities, and the neceffity they
were under, on that account, of trading with the Englith. Though
Cadillac could give them no relief. on that head, yet he advifed the
deputies, who were then going to treat with Frontenac, on ano-
ther account, and of whom-Le Baron was one, to prefent him
with a belt of wampum, as an intimation that their countrymen
expe&ted that he would reduce the exorbitant price of the French
merchandifes. But when the favages came into Frontenac’s pre-
fence, and prefented their belt, they told him he had his choice of
peace or war; which laft he muft expet, if they were not grati-
fied in their demands. The governor-general rejeéted the belt with
great haughtinefs, but at the fame time he knew how to foften his
refufal, by feeming to be forry at the neceflity he was under of
chaftifing his children, and endeavouring to open their eyes to the

Nnna2 Sir
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Sir William Phipps dying about this period, was
fucceeded in the government of New England, as
we have already taken notice in the hiftory of that
province, by one Stoughton, during whofe admi-
-niftration, many Abenaquais Indians being taken
prifoners, and fome of them murdered at a confe-
rence, their countrymen took arms, and refolved to
enter upen open hofiilities agaiaft the Englifh.

Frontenac had no fooner finithed the conftruction
of his fort, when he-received exprefs orders from
the court of France, to proceed no farther in his
defign; but he had been expeditious enough to
prevent its being fruftrated, as he expeted no lefs
thin fuch a blow from the malice and envy of his
enemies. He thought fir, however, to fend fome
account of the motives which had determined him
to perfift in his refolution; and they were fuch
as divi honour to his genius, and the foundnefs of

conduct of the Iroquois, which, he faid, tended to their deftruce
tion, by detaching them from the French, that they might fall 2
more eafy prey to the Englih. Le Baron being urged to fpeak,
faid he had nothing in charge from his countrymen, but to hear
the fendments of Ononthio, and to report them to his principals.
Bflt Frontenac gave him to underftand that he was well acquainted
\\{uh all his practices, and that he neither loved nor feared him.
?.‘ pon this the Quiawas, and the Nipiflings, interpofed, by fay-
ing, that they had no concern in any thing Le Baron might have
done to difpleafe him, and the latter declared, that they were fatis-

fied to remain with the governor, till they fhould ice the event of
the war he had threarencd,

his
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" his underflanding in political matters * ; and in
the latter end of the year, he communicated a plan
for deftroying the Englith fleet, and taking Bofton,
which had it been adopted by the French miniftry,
would, moft probably have taken effect; but it
was rejeted, on account of the wars in Europe,
which occafioned them not to be able to turn their
attention towards thofe which were carrying on by
their colonies in the weftern world.

* ¢ J was prefled, faid he, (in his memorial) to attack Og-
¢ nondage with all our troops, our inhabitants and allies; and
¢ with drums beating 3 but I did not think fit to comply : Firft,

¢¢ Becaufe I had not a force fufficient for fuch an undertaking 3
¢ Secondly, Becaufe, had I followed that advxce, I fhould have
& left this province open to the inroads of the Englith, who
¢ might have attacked Montreal on the fide of Chambly ;3 Third-
¢ ly, Becaufe the undertaking itfelf was ridiculous, and could
“ have erided only in burning a few huts ; for the favages, fup-
¢ pofing thém not to have had time to be aflifted by the Englith,

¢ could have efcaped with their families into the woods. The event
¢¢ of M. Denonville’s expedition againft the Tfonnonthouans fuf-
¢ ficiently juftifies my obfervation, and proves that the burning
“ one or two villages never can fecure us from the incurfions of
¢ the favages, The only way to humble them is by continuing
¢ to harrafs and alarm them by fmall parties, fo as that they dare
¢ not fir abroad, which we fhall be enabled to do by the re-efta-
# blifbmert of Fort -Frontenac, (meaning that of Cataaacuoy)
<. If his majefty fhall next year think proper to attack the fort of
Peromaquid, it will give gredt encouragement to o favages in
% thofe parts. Itiseven to be wifhed, that fuch an expedition
¢ {fhould be extended to the bombardment of Bofton and New-
“ York, which; I think, is by no means impraéticable, and
¢ would, by one blow, effctualiy finith the war in that chunny.”

The
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The French having planned out feveral expedi-
tions, were employed as ufual in endeavouring to
foothe and winover the favages, while M. Argenteuil,
pubtithed at Michillimackinac, where Cadillac then
was, a pompous account of the difpofitions which
his countrymen were making to attack the Englifh
and Iroquois, and hoped to have been joined by a
large body of Outawas; but in this he was difap-
pointed. In the mean time Frontenac, who, at
firft, intended to have fallen upon the Onnonda-
gans in the winter, was prevailed upon to defer
his undertaking till the fummer feafon. After
many confultations, and fome previous expeditions
againft the favages, the French being joined by their
allies, on the feventh of July, began their march
into the country of the Onnondagans and Onne-
youths, which they ravaged with fire and fword *,
and were proceeding to treat the canton of Goyo-
guin in the fame manner, when Frontenac fuddenly

* The rage of the French and their favages, in this ravaging
expedition, went {0 far on this occafion, that a venerable Onnon-
dagan, about one hundred years of age, and therefore unable to
fly with the reft of his countrymen, falling into their hands, they
made formal preparations to put him to death with the moft excru-
ciating torments, which he eyed with the moft intrepid indiffe~
rence, upbraiding the natives all the while with being flaves to the
French, whom he fpoke of with the uunoft contempt. While
fome were endcavouring, either through compaffion or rage, to
put an end to his life ; ¢ You ought not, tays he, to be in fuch
¢ hafte to finifh my torments, but give me longer time to teach
“ you how to die Jike men; for my part, I die contented, be
* caufe I can reproach myfelf with no nwaw.e6.”

changed
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changed his mind, and retreated with his army to
“Montreal, after an expedition, which was produc-
tive of little honour or profit, either to himfelf or to
the interefts of his countrymen; for, notwithftand-
all the terrors of his arms, the Indians, who were
more exafperated than chaftifed, came forth from
their woods and faftnefles, and attacked the French
with as much fury as ever; and the harveft not
anfwering the expe€tations of the latter, they were
threatened befides with an approaching famine,—

The Englith made reftitution to the favages for
the loffes they fuftained by the invafion of their
country. 'The Agniers had fent deputies to Que-
bec, who behaved in a haughty manner; and
Frontenac detained two of their countrymen at
Quebec, whilft orders were fent to gain the beft
information of what was pafling at New York;
and in May, the favages of the Highlands offered
their fervice to the governor at Montreal, but were
- ordered to remain in their own country.

At this time advice was received, that a {qua-
dron of thips was appointed to fail from England,
-to join another at Bofton, in order to attack Cana-
da, and that Fort Nelfon was again reduced by
the Englith #*, The Iroquois, upon this, were
encouraged to make irruptions as ufual ; —

% In the autumn, four Englifh fhips and a bomb-veflel had
appeared in the road ; the- Englith cannonaded the fort, and had at-
tempted to land, but were repulfed, But after this, the bomb-ketch

Iberville
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Iberville was ordered to retake this fort, and ar-
rived at the mouth of Hudfon’s River,. towards the
eend of July, which he took, but his fhip the Pe-
lican, was wrecked at the River St. Therefe *,
The chief of the Onneyouths came at this time
to Quebec with pacific propofitions, the fincerity of
which, however, Frontenac foon found occafion to
fufpett ; for they appeared much fooner in the field
than was expefted, and renewed their inroads. —
The Sioux and the Miamis were apprehenfive left
the latter, who had already attacked a French fort,
fhould join the Iroquois, and at length it ‘was re-
folved to ufe every means of maihtaining the pofts
of the River Michillimackinac, and St. Jofeph, in
order to eftablith a trade there with the natives.
The French now, being no longer in fear of an
attack upon Canada, were bufied in plotting the
fubverfion of the Britith fettlements ; and the ches-

played with fo much fuccefs upon the fort, that it made a capitula-
tion, which, according to the French, was foon after violated5 but
that account is not very probable.

* The terms of this capitulation were s Firft, That all his pa.
v~ and books of accounts fhould be fafe. Secondly, That his
gariion, both officers and foldiers, fhould keep their chefts, cloaths,
and all that belonged to them. Thirdly, That they fhould be
treated as well as the French themfelves. Fourthly, That they fhould
be fent dire€tly o England, And laftly, Thatthe garrifon fhould
maich out with all the honours of war, without being difarmed.
The garrifon confifted of no more than fifty-two men, of whom
foventien had belonged to the Hudfon’s Bay, and had efeaped
trom the Pelican when it was wrecked ; but had the benefit of the
capitalation,

valier
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valier Nefmond, had orders to join with ten fhips,
the Rochfort fquadron, who were to drive the
Englifh out of Newfoundland, and afterwards to
attack Bofton, and deftroy all the Britith fettle-
ments between that and Pifcataqua. At the fame
time Frontenac was empowered by the French
court, . to fubftitute Vaudreuil in his place, who, in
that cafe, was to be fubjet to the orders of Nef-
mond ; but if Frontenac commanded in perfon,
he was to be independant.

Nefmond did not arrive at Placentia till towards
the latter end of July, when a council of war be-
ing called, to deliberate whether the fleet thould
fail directly for Bofion, it was carried in the nega-
tive. In the beginning of Auguft it was refolved
to make a defcent upon St. John’s, which the Eng-
1ifh were bufied in fortifying, with a view, at the
fame time, of making prizes of thirty-four Englith
veflels ; but in this Nefmond was difappointed ; he
miffed of the fleet, and was obliged to return,
baffled in all his {chemes, to Old France #.

* The French having taken Fort Pemmaquid, as has been
mentioned in the. Hiftory of New England, after levelling it
with the ground, Iberville and Bonaventure, who commanded the
expedjtion, efpied an Englith fquadron, as they were falling. out
of the River Pemmaquid : but the French held fo near the land,
that the Englifh fhips durtt not follow them, and they changed
their courfe towards the River St. John, while Iberville arrived

. on the coaft of Cape Breton. Here he put all the favages on fhore,
-excepting three, who refufed to leave him, but could not reach L.a
Heve, where others were ready to embark with him for New-

Vor. L Ooo A:
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As the ifland of Newfoundland was now di-
vided between the Englith and the French, Iber-
ville, at length, projected the total reduction of
it, for which purpofe he airived there on the
twenty-fourth of September, before which time,
Brouillan, the governor, had fet fail with cight
St. Malo veflels, to attack Fort St. John ; but

foundland, and where, on the twelfth of Anguft, he anchored inthe
road of Placentia. In the mean time, the Englith fhips, which
he had efcaped, fell in with the chevalier de Villebon, who was
returning with a company of favages to his forr of Naxoat, and
made him prifoner. The knglifh then continued their courfe to
Beaubaflin, where one Burgefs, who had an eftate in thofe parts,
prefented the commodore with a writing, by which the inhabitants
of Beaubaffin, at the time that Acadia was conquered by Sir Wil
liam Phipps, engaged themfelves to be faithful to king William.
At the fame time, two hundred and fifty Enclith and a hundred
and fifty favages were put on fhore. The commodore received Bur-
gefs with great civiliticr, and the chief inhabitants of the place,
who, though they were Englifh fubjects, had, ia fuct, revolted to
the French, welcomed to fhore the commodore and his chief offi-
cers, who were entertaincd at Burges's houfe.  According to the
French accounts, the commodore had promited full protetion to
the inhabitants, and had oidaicd the foldicrs to take nothing in
their quarters without payment, and to kill no carle that were not
immediately neceffary for their tubfifftance ; notwithftanding which,
they were guilty of yreat irregulavicic.. ke fquadron then pros
cceded towards the River St. John, wiere Villebon, who had ob-
tained his freedom, by producing a iufficient pafs, commanding
again at Naxoat, they were difvovered by an enfign of the fort,
who was reconnoi;ring with three or four foldicrs, and who,
efcaping through the wood:, gave Villebon intelligence of thei
arrival.  When the troops had advanced a liic way on their
VLS A they were mer b)’ an [nglith frigatc of thirty-two gune,

quarrelling
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quarrelling with the St. Malo men, he was ob-
liged to return without being able to carry his de-
fign into execution, after having made himfelf
mafter of Fort Forillon, the commander of which
he made prifoner, with all his garrifon. At Pla-
centia he had fome differences with Iberville,
whofe Canadians refufing to obey any other com-
mands than thofe of that officer, threatened to
return to Quebec: however, it was at length
agreed, that they thould proceed to attack Fort St.
John in feparate bodies, which they did, and took
it, after having defeated feveral parties of the Eng-
lifh, who were pofted to oppofe them. But, all things
confidered, this was no conqueft to boaft of, as
the fortrefs was poorly defended, and the garrifon
in want of the very neceflaries of life; neverthe-
lefs the French magnified it extremély, and be-
ftowed the higheft encomiums on their country-
men’s valour upon this occafion.

and two floops 5 and their commander produced an order for them
to return and attack Fort Naxoat, It was the fixteenth of O&o-
ber, when Villebon, who imagined the Englith by that time bad
reached Bofton, was informed of their return ; and they befieged
his fort; but were repulied, and were obliged to give over their en-
terprize, and the fiege was raifed ; yet Villebon could not perfuade
his favages to purfue them.

Qoo2 Freth
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Frefh difputes arifing amongft the vitors con-
cerning the manner of fecuring their conqueft,
a refolution was taken to abandon it, after fetting
fire to the fort, and all the adjacent houfes, while
two fhips were allowed for carrying the garrifon
of the place to England. Brouillan and Du Muys
returned to Placentia, whilft Iberville and his Ca-
nadians carried on the war till the Englifh loft
all their fettlements in Newfoundland excepting
thofe of Bonavifta and the ifland of Carboniere,
which were too flrong to be taken by the
enemv.  After  this, the French commander
returned from this roving expedition to Placen-
tia, where he long waited for fuccours from the
mother-country which never arrived:—and thus
concluded the enterprize.

Frontenac, in order to keep the favages in awe,
kept on foot, all the {pring, a large body of re-
gulars, and ordered his Indian allies to hold them-
felves in readinefs to march againft the Iroquois;
but this was never done ; and the confequence was,
that the former were reduced to great ftraits for want
of fubfiftance, having negle¢ted their hunting, in or-
der to be ready at his call; fo that the colonifts
were obliged to fupport them; and juft at this
time the French court prohibited the officers, fol-
diers, travellers, and rangers, from carrying on
any commerce, an order which Frontenac thought
proper to remonftrate againft, but in vain. How-
ever, he afterwards took meafures which rendered it

of
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of as little effet as pofiible, as he knew the exe-
cution of it would confiderably leflen both his
power and profit. —It was about this period that
the famous Indian chief known by the name of
the Black Cauldron, with feveral of his followers,
while they were treating of a peace, were fet upon
and murdered by a party of Algonquins; and foon
after the French loft their old faithful ally Oure-
couharé ; he expired of a pleurify, to the great
grief of his European allies, who beftowed the
higheft eulogiums on his valour and fidelity.

In February, 1698, advice arrived in Canada,
that the peace of Ryfivick was concluded, which
was confirmed, in May, by colonel Schuyler, who
brought fome French prifoners with him, and a

* letter from the earl of Bellamont, demanding the
releafe of all the Indians as well as Englith,
who were detained in Canada. But Frontenac
evaded the fending back the former, though he
confented to the releafe of the latter. In the mean
time, he availed himfelf of the peace to win the
Indians from their Englith friends: but after the
death of Frontenac, whichhappened in the feventieth
year of his age, the Englith intereft prevailed more
powerfully than before among the favages.

He was fucceeded in the government of New
France by De Callieres, a man of good under-
ftanding and much moderation; while the com-
mand of Montreal was given to Vaudreuil. The

governor of New England had now brought a
claim
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claim againft fome of the Abenaquais tribes, as
if the Canibas, fettled on Kenebek River, were the
fubjects of England. De Callieres had received
orders to come to no conclufion in this matter,
till the limits of North America thould be fettled;
but he depended fo much on his Indian friends,
that he lcft them to negociate the matter themfelves
with the Englith #,

The courts of France and England had
now fent letters refpectively to De Callieres, and
the earl of Bellamont. His moft chriftian majefty’s
came under cover tc the earl, and was by him
forwarded to Callieres, who, on the other hand,
was honoured with the delivery of his Britannic
‘majefty’s letter, to the earl. The French governor
having obtained a duplicate of the orders that no-
bleman received from his mafter, in which he
was inftruted to difarm the Iroquois, at the fame

* The preliminaries they infifted upon w ith the Englifh gover-
vor wuie: Firfty That he fhould order all the Englifh to retire
out of their country. Secondly, That he was not to pretend
they owed any allegiance to the crown of England ; becaufe they
profetied themfelves to be the voluntary and faithful fubjeéts of his
moft chriftian majefty, from whom alone, and his generals, they
were determined to receive orders. Thirdly, That they fhould
be at liberty to purmit the French, and no other nation, not even
the Englifh, to fettle upon their lauds. Fourthly, That as they
heard, with fome furprife, that the Englifh governor intended to fend
amongft them other miffionaries than French; they declared that
they never would change their religionj for which they were re-
folved, if neceffary, to fight and to die.

time
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time that the chief officers in America were ex-
preflly forbidden to give them any affiftance; and the
Frenchman, therefore, artfully managed to difperfe.
copies of this letter, among their cantons, foli-.
citing them to live as fubjects of his government.
Thefe favages, on the contrary, ufed all their art
to preferve their freedom and independancy of both
the Englith and the French, with each of whom
they faid they were, however, equally defirous
of living in peace and friendfhip, ; and the con-
fequence .was, -that ‘neither nation chofe to pro-
voke them, left they thould declare for the other;
a wife piece of policy in the Indians, who there-
by maintained a fuperiority which they could never
otherwife have hoped for.

On the eighteenth of July, 1700, two deputies
from Onnondago and Tfonnonthouan had an
audience of the governor, faying that they had
powers of deputation from the four upper can-
tons, and that the reafon why no deputies came
from the Onneyouths and Goyoguins was, that
they were gone to New England to enquire why
Schuyler had been fent from thence to diffuade
them from going to Montreal, complaining at the
fame time, that while they depended on the faith
of treaties, they had been attacked by the Outa-
was and other Indian tribes ; andthey begged that
father Bruyas, Maricourt, and Joncaire might be fent
with them, to whom they promifed to deliver up
all their French prifoners.

The
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The French governor exprefled his furprife that
the deputies of the Goyogouins and the Onney-
ouths, inftead of coming along with their bre-
thren, fhould wait upon the Englifh governor about
a point that could require no farther explanation,
after the conclufion of the treaty between the French
and the Englith. He added, that what they had
fuffered was owing to themfelves, having at firft
attacked the Miamis, and having fo long trified
with him in the affair of the peace, and that he
had done all he could with his allies to prevent
hoftilities during the negociations. That he was
forry for what had happened, but that, to prevent
the like accidents in time to come, he had ordered all
his allies to fend their deputies within thirty days
to treat; and that if they (the Iroquois) were fin-
cerely inclined to peace they would likewife order
deputies from all their cantons to be prefent. That
in fuch a cafe, all the war kettles thould be over-
thrown; the great tree of peace eftablifhed, the
rivers cleancd, the reads made ftrait, and that every
one then mipht go and return as he thought pro-
per.  As to the miffionary, and the two officers
they required, he confented to their going along
with them, but upon condition that they fhould
bring back with them deputies furnithed with full
powers to conclude a durable peace; and that upon
their arrival at Montreal, all the Iroquois prifoners
fhould be fet at libertv; but that fome of the de-
ruties there preferr, (heuld remain as hoftages

- with
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with the three perfons who were to go along with
the others.. Upon this, four of the deputies offer-
ed to become hoftages; and being accepted of,
the reft of the audience departed in good hu-
mour.

When the French ambaffadors arrived among
the Indians, they were received with all demonftra-
tions of joy : but the fecond day they met in
council, a young Englithman appeared, who told
them, that the earl of Bellamont defired them
to be on their guard againft the practices of
the French, and faid, that his lordfhip expeted to
meet them within twelve days at Orange, where
they thould be made ac uainted with his farther
pleafure. But the haughty ftyle of this meflage
was rather detrimental to the Englith ; and the
French failed not to expatiate on this circumftance,
and to turn it to their own advantage, while Jon-
caire, who was adopted by the Tfonnonthouans, fet
out for their canton, and was received there with
the warmeft affetion *,

* His bufinefs was to reclaim the French prifoners who were
there, and whofe liberty was immediately granted them. What
followed, was fomewhat extraordinary. Moft, or all, of thofe
prifoners had been adopted likewife; and the life of a fa»
vage was, in their eyes, fo much preferable to that of a French
Canadian, that they refufed to return to their country. This
circuoftance may be thus accounted for. Amongft the
{avages, they emjoyed in full extent, net only that freedom,
which they could not find under French government; but, if they
were induftrious, more abundance; becaufe, what they acquired

Voi. I Ppp In
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In the mean time the general council of the Iro-
quois were again affembled at Onnondago ; and the
young Englifhman, whom we have mentioned, was
prefent at it, and was told by the Indians, in their
phrafe, that they would firft plant the tree of
peace at Quebec with their father Onenthio, and
then repair to Orange, to learn the will of the earl
of Bellamont.

The deputies of the cantons returned to Mon-
treal, having been joined by Joncaire, with fix
Tfonnonthouan deputies, and three French prifon-
ers. Whilft thefe were on their journey, they
learned by a Tfonnonthouan from Orange, that
the governor of New York had taken fo much
umbrage at the proceedings of the Iroquois, that
they had put ar Onneyouth in irons, on a fufpi-
cion of having killed an Englifhman, with feveral
other alarming circumftances. The Iroquois, by
their deputies, greatly magnified the civilities they
had paid to the French ambaffadors, and faid, that
for the fake of their countrymen, their cantons
would probably be involved in a war with the Eng-
tith. — Callieres gave them till Auguft in the fuc-
ceeding year, to releafe the prifoners of France

by hunting and fowing wus their own, without paying taxes or
impofts ; and the civil and military duties amongft the French,
were befides more irkfome and laborious than amongft the favages.
Some of thofe captives, therefore, raher than they would fol-
low Joucaire, concealed themfelves, while others plainly told
hiim, thcy»would remain with the Indians,

and
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and her allies, yet remaining in their hands, ex-
horting them to revenge no private quarrels among
themfelves, but to refer them all to his particular
determination. ‘The affembly approved of his pro-
pofals, and a treaty was accordingly agreed
upon ¥,

Callieres, in the mean time, gave all the intelli-
gence he could to Poncihartrain, of the ftate of af-
fairs in Canads, and intimated fuch meafures as he
thought it would be moft advantageous for the
French in thofe parts to purfue : but as to the earl
of Bellamont, if we may believe the French writers,
he behaved, at this period, with fo little policy and
fo much haughtinefs, as contributed very much to
alienate the affetions of the favages from him and
from his government. If we may give credit to
Charlevoix, he propofed to build forts in the can-
tons of Agnier, Onneyouth, and Onnondago, and
even went fo far, as to demand that the Iroquois
thould hang up all the Jefuit miffionaries who came

* ‘The manner in which this treaty was figned, is faid to have
been very particular.  After Callieres and his officers, civil and
military, with the ecclefiaftics, had put their hands to ir, each of
the favage nations figned it with a particular figure peculiar to
themfelves. 'The Onnondagans and Tfonnonthouans, delineated a
fpider 3 the Goyogouins, a calumet, or pipe of peace; the On-
neyouths, a piece of cleft wood with a ftone in it the Agniers,
a bear; the Hurons, a beaverj; the Abenaquais, a kid ; and
the Outawas, a hare ; and the treaty was dated the eighth of Sep-
tember, in the year 700,

Pppz among,
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among them. A propofal fo fhocking, was, how-
ever, fo little relithed by thofe Indians, that his
lordfhip was obliged to drop it, and to fuftain all
the blame of the defign without having the fatis-
faction of feeing it put in execution.

One Riverin, who had formerly endeavoured to
eftablith a fithery at Mount Lewis, about this time,
made a fecond attempt of the fame nature, but it
was defeated by the villainy of thofe he was con-
nected with, while the Englith faw themfelves
more fuccefsful in their undertakings of the fame
nature, and continued to carry on an advantageous
fithery upon the coafts of Acadia, in fpite of all
the claims and oppofition of their neighbours *.

* Tt appears as if the French court had grown indifferent to.
wards that colony. A relation of one Le Bourgne, in right of
his predeceflors of that name, claimed the property of all the pe-
ninfula of Acadia, reaching from cape Les Mines towards L’Ifle
Verte to the weft; and, in confequence of this claim ; the Englifh,
notwithftanding the peace, continued ftill to trade upon the coaft
of Acadia, on pretence of being authorifed by Le Bourgne, to
whom they paid fifty crowns for each fhip. Villebon had indeed
ereted Fort De Naxoat on the River St. John 5 but receiving
no afliftance frem France, it was of very little ufe. He continu-
ed, however, to make fuch reprefentations to the French court,
that an engineer was fent over, by whofe advice, in the year
1700, the inhabitants of Naxoat were tranfported to Port Royale,
No care, however, being taken to fortify that fettlement, or any
paits of the coafts of Acadia, the Englith ftill went on 1o engrofs
the fithing trude there, and are charged by their encinies, with the
fame practices which they, on the contiary, have been cltarged

wiih by the Englifh,
Villebon
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Villebon dying, was fucceeded by De Brouillan,
in the government of Acadia, who found the pro-
vince in a very poor fituation, the New England-
men having ravaged the coafts, and driven the in-
habitants into the woods, or thrown them into pri-
fons, from whence they were perpetually fending
complaints,_ of the ill treatment they received. De
Callieres ftill continued to endeavour an union
among the Indian nations, and a general peace;
but fome differences arifing between the Outawasand
the Iroquois, rendered this very difficult; the latter
likewife made fome complaints concerning a fettle-
ment they found the French were making, be-
tween Lake Huron and Lake Erie, called by the
French name of Detroit, and demanded alfo to
know, whether there were at that time any likeli-
hood of a war breaking out between France
and England; but, after all, it does not feem
that they obtained a fatisfaCtory anfwer to their
demands. It appeared, however, during this con-
ference, that the earl of Bellamont had entertained
thoughts of building a fort at the fame place, a
circumftance which failed not to render the French
governor extremely obliging to the deputies, whom
he treated with the greateft refpe, promifing
every thing on his own part, and that of his
countrymen. — With thefe, on their return, the
three former French ambaffadors were fent, who
were not a little furprifed to fee feveral Englith-

men
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men mingled with the favages who came to meet
" them *.

Being conducted into the principal village, they
exhorted the Indians to fend their deputies to the
general congrefs to treat of peace ; and thefe an-
fivered, * That they would fend five to Montreuil,
¢ and afterwards two to Orange, and that no-
« thing was more agreeable to them, than to con-
¢ clude a treaty, and live in peace, both with the
¢ French and Englifh.”

Courtemanche, who with father Anjelran, had
been fent to Michillimackinac, there found the
Miamis, the Outagamis, and feveral other nations
who were going to war with the Iroquois; but
thefe he appeafed, and perfuaded them to fend
their deputies to the appointed meeting, as he
likewife did the Mahingans, when he arrived in
their country, and feveral other of the remoter
cantons. On the fecond of July, he returned to
Michillimackinac, where his colleague Anjelran
having fettled all things, they fet out for Montreal
with near feven hundred favages ; and, where ar-
riving on the twenty-fecond of the fame month,
they were received with great joy by the governor,
who took care, however, to found the deputies
before he invited them to meet in the congrefs,

* Thefe were probably fome of the retinue of an Engliﬂlman;
who was fent by lord Bellamont, to diffuade the favages from re-
paining to the Auguft congrefs with the French,

which
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which was carried on with all the ufual ceremo-
nies, and in which the Rat was particularly ufeful
to the French, but moft unluckily, he was taken
extremely ill at this juncture. However, he was fo
earneft in the caufe, that finding a little temporary
relief, he fuffered himfelf to be placed in an el-
bow chair, from whence he harangued the affem-
bly for the laft time, and died foon after the
breaking up of the aflembly *.

The Iroquois having complained that they were
diftrefled in the affair of their prifoners, promifed
that if the governor would reftore them their coun-
trymen, he fthould have no reafon to repent his
confidence. ‘This Callieres laid before the depu-
ties, and it being agreed to, he trufted them, and
had no reafon to repent he did fo, in the fequel.

An epidemical diftemper having now broken out
among the favages, the governor haftened the
conclufion of the treaty as much as poffible;
and it was determnied that it thould be figned upon
the firlt of Auguft. For this purpofe, 2 theatre of

* The French extol this chief as an ornament to human nature,
and fuperior in wit even to the French themfelves. At the time
of his death, he had the rank and pay of a captain in the French
army, and therefore received a noble military funeral, at which
the governor-general and all the chief officers affifted. Joncaire
on this occafion covered him, (that is, made prefents to his nation
on account of his death) at the head of fixty warriors of the fall

. of St, Lewis. — The infeription.upen his tomb-ftone was, «Here
¢ lies the Rat, a Huron chieft”

oneg
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one hundred and twenty-eight feet long, and fe-
venty-two broad, was ereted on a plain without
Montreal. At the end of this theatre was raifed a
large box for the ladies, and all the people of
fathion in that city. De Callieres was attended by
Vaudreuil, and all his principal ofhicers ; and thir-
teen hundred favages were feated in order, within
the rails of the theatre, which were furrounded by
foldiers under arms. The meeting was opened
with a fpeech made by Callieres, upon the benefits
of peace, and of their being under the protection
of their father the great Ononthio; and his words
were repeated to the feveral nations by proper inter-
preters, and received with the higheft acclama-
tions. 'This being finithed, each chief received a
belt of wampum, and rifing, one after another,
they marched gravely up in their long fur robes to
the governor-general, and each prefented him with
his prifoners, and a belt. Callieres yeceived each
in the moft gracious manner, and configned the
prifoners, as he received them, to the Iroquois.
The finery of the favages, their different manners of
addrefs, the oddities of their devices in their attire,
and the whimfical ftate they affumed when they
fpoke to the governor, formed one of the ftrangeft
fcenes imaginable. The treaty of peace was then
figned by thirty-cight deputies, but with other de-
vices than thofe they made ufe of when they fign-
ed the former treaty, They brought at the fame
time, the great pipe of peace, out of which the

governor-
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governor-general fmoaked firft, the intendant after
him, and then Vaudreuil, and laftly, all their
chiefs and deputies, each in his turn. After this,
Te Deum was fung, and then the great kettles
being produced, in which thirty oxen had been
boiled, the meat was ferved up to each with
great order and decorum, and the whole ceremony
was concluded by difcharges of artillery, and other
marks of joy and feftivity.

In the year 1792, the Iroquois fent deputies to
Callieres, to thank him for having given them
peace, and even requefted him to fend miffionaries"
into their country. Thefe, at the fame time, in-
formed him of the death of Garakonthie, whofe
nephew proffered to fupply his kinfman’s place,
and was kindly received by the governor, wha
immediately fent fome Jefuits among the favages,
who never failed to be ufeful to him on thofe o¢-
cafions, in a double capacity,

The French goverriment now affured Callieres,
that Acadia thould be well peopled and fortified,
to which there was now the greater neccffity, as
war was by this time declared between France and
England. Yet it does not feem that the former
were fo very follicitous to perform their promifes,
as in good policy they ought to have been;— The
Iroquois faw daily the \\eaknef’s of their new al-
hes, and according to their ufual cuffom of changs
ing, renewed their intrigues with the Englifh,
They were ohliged on many accounts to trade mth
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the Englith, and therefore found themfelves more
and more inclined to join their interefts and come
into their views, which all the wifdom and good
management of Callieres, could not effetually
prevent ; and he died in the midft of his prepara-
tions, to put the colony on a more refpectable foot-
ing, in May 1700, and was, of courfe, fucceeded
by Vaudreuil, who was then governor of Mont-
real, tl] the king’s plcafure fhould be known, and
who in the end, confirmed him in his command,
to the univerfal fatisfaétion of the Canadians, in
Champigny, the late intendant having returned to
France.
The new governor took all imaginable precau-
tions to conciliate the affetions of the Indians;
and he began, by cndeavouring to make fure of
the Tfonnonthouans, who, if we may believe the
French writers, made a formal ceffion of their
country to them ; but either this was not true, or
elfe it was only done by the Indians to ferve their
prefent purpofes, though it was often afterwards
infifted upon bv their allies in a very ftrenuous
manner, — and \\'as," perhaps, often urged, merely
to lengthen out difputes between the two nations,
which nothing but the conqueft and ceffion of Ca-
nada in our favour could have been fufficient to put
“an end to.—
Many {kirmifhes happened at this time between
the people of Bofton and the Abenaquais Indians,
~a party of whom the French had engaged in their
fervice,
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fervice, and who, after having made feveral de-
predations upon the New England fettlers, were,
at length, vifited by them in their turn, and oblig-
ed to apply to Vaudreuil to fend De Rouville to
affift them, who is faid to have killed and taken
prifoners a number of the enemy.

But by this time, the Hurons of Michillimacki-
nac, headed by a chief, nick-named Forty-Pence,
who was a great favourer of the Englifh, who
went to vifit Detroit, began to make fome difpofi-
tions, which gave Vaudreuil uneafinefs. The
Outawas and Miamis likewife murmured, becaufe
they wanted to renew the war againft the Iroquots,
whom they attacked under the very cannon of
Cataracuoy. In the mean time the Eng-
liih had called a general affembly of the Iro-
quois at Onnondago, where thefe points were agreed
upon : Firft, That the cantons fhould banith all
the miffionaries. Secondly, That the Abenaquais
thould be obliged to difcontinue their hoftilities.
Thirdly, That the Mahingans, who had for fome
time been fettled in the country of the Agniers,
thould be obliged to return to their former habita-
tions near Orange. And, fourthly, That a free
paflage fhould be given through their cantons for
the upper favages to trade with the Englith. And,
befides this, Detroit Fort fet on fire by fome of the
favages in the neighbourhood, whiift others re-
paired to New York, and were afterwards prefent
at the affembly, held at Orange, whither Vau-

Qqq:2 dreuil




484 BRITISH EMPIRE

dreuil having perfuaded the Tfonnonthouans and
Onnondagans, to fend their deputies, who were
in the French intereft, and who introduced the Baron
De Longrieve, brother of Maricourt there, and Jons
caire, and father Vaillant, were admitted alfo, not-
withftanding all that charter could do to hinder
them. The event was, that the affembly broke
up without coming to any refolution.

Some of the Abenaquais tribes being furrounded
by the Englith, and in danger of perifhing, ac-
cepted of a propofal of the French, to fettle them
on the River Bekancourt, where they ferved as a
barrier againft the Iroquois, whom, notwithftand-
ing, Vaudreuil found himfelf obliged to ufe every
method in his power, to keep in good humour,
and to this end, fome differences between them
and the Outawas foon after contributed *.

The Englifh in 1704, undertook an expedition
againft Port Royale, in which they met with a re.
pulfe, chiefly occafioned by their own mifmanage-

¥ The chief of the Outawas party, which had attacked the
Iroquois under Fort Cataracuoy, in his return to his own country,
pafled near Fort Detroit, where he difplayed the trophies of his
vitory, and fummoned all the Outawas fettled there to join him.
Tonti, who commanded there in the abfence of La Motte Cadil-
lac, to chaftife this grofs infult, ordered an officer with twenty
men to attack the barbarians, who, though they were fupported by
their cowutrymen at Detroit, were put to flight, and obliged to
leave behind them all their prifoners, who wcre immediately deli-
vered back to the Tfonnonthouans. A circumftance which did
great fervice at that time to the French interefts in Canada.

ment
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‘thent and the differences which unhappily fubfifted
between their land and fea-officers. The troops
they landed, after having fallen into feveral ambuf-
cades, and being repeatedly obliged to retreat, re-
embarked on the twenty-firft of July, with about
fifty prifoners. De Brouill dying, was now fuc-
ceeded by M. Subercafe, a good officer, who had
formerly done much mifchief to the Englith ; and
who improved as much as poffible the friendfhip
of the Abenaquais Indians. — At length, however,
the New England governor planned out an expe-
dition for the total expulfion of the French from
Canada, in which two regiments of militia, under
the command of colonel March, were employed.
Subercafe had placed fifteen men in a watch tower,
which commanded the narrow entrance of the ba-
fon of Port Royale, who retreated to the forts,
and alarmed the garrifon on the approach of the
Englifh, who immediately after came to an an-
chor within half a league of the place. But their
forces being landed, fell into ambufcades in the
woods, which greatly difheartened them; a con-
voy of fix hundred men with live ftock were alfo
defeated, and forced to retire to their camp. All
this while the fort had been put in fo good 2 pof-
ture of defence, that an attempt the Englith made
to ftorm it mifcarried ; and though they com-
pletely invefted the place, the thew of defence
which the governor made, ftruck them with fuch

a terror, that every ftep they advanced, they ex-
pected
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pe&ted fome hidden mine would be {prung to de-
ftroy them. The panic fpread from man to man,
and after having in vain endeavoured to deftroy
fome French veflels under the cannon of the fort,
they re-embarked, and on their return to Bofton,
were but ill received by the inhabitants there, who
thought themfelves fure of the reduction of the
place, and threw much blame upon colonel March,
whom the governor and council however acquitted
from any charge of mifbehaviour, and afterwards
cenfirming him in his command, reinforced him
with about fix hundred men, with orders to renew
his attempt upon Port Royale. He did fo, but
with as little fuccefs as formerly ; and after falling,
as before, into the ambufcades of the enemy, were
forced to abandon the enterprize, and re-embark
with precipitation, after having narrowly efcaped
being attacked in their very trenches by the
enemy.

Meanwhile one Le Grange having taken an
Englith veffel at Bonavifta in Newfoundland,
(though he was afterwards himfelf made prifoner
by the Enghfh) his fuccefs, and fome other cir-
cumftances, encouraged M. Subercafe to refume
the old plan of driving the Englith from all their
fettlements in thofe parts. — L’Epinay, commander
of the Waf}», had orders to take a hundred Cana-
dians on board, and to carry them to Placentia,
under the command of twelve officers, among
whom was A De Montigny : and in 1703, Su-

bercafe
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‘bercafe, fet out from Placentia with four hun-
dred and fifty mem, and marched to Little Har-
bour, an Englith port, within nine miles of
St. John’s ; and being arrived there, attacked the
ftrongeft forts there, but were repulfed, and failed
in their attempt, and were contented with ravaging
the Englifh fettlements ; after this they deftroyed
Forillon, and made all the inhabitants prifoners,
and from thence fpread their depredations all over
the coafts as far as Bonavifta, to the great detri-
ment of the Englith fettlers in thofe parts.

The Tfonnonthouans were now inftigated by
‘Schuyler, the governor of New Orange, to de-
mand a reparation for their deed, notwithftanding
they had recovered their prifoners from the Outa-
was, who in their turn were clamorous for war;
‘and it required the greateft exertion of Vaudreuil’s
abilities, to bring about a reconciliation between
them, which, however, he at laft effected, and
fent home their deputies, who met at Montreal,
to all appearance, in tranquillity and peace.

But now frefh difturbances broke out between
the Miamis and the Outawas, a party of the for-
mer having killed the latter, for whofe death they
refufed to give any fatisfaction. Cadillac was ap-
plied te in this matter, who foon after having oc-
cafion to go to Quebec, told the Outawas at part-
ing, that as long as his wife thould remain at De-
troit they need fear nothing. The confequence of
which was; that when, about two months afier,

the
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the departed, the favages concluded that their de-
ftruction was determined upon, in return for the
hoftilities they had committed againft the Iroquois.
Several circumftances concurred to confirm them in
their fufpicions, and being engaged by Cadillac’s
lieutenant, together with the Hurons, the Miamis,
and the Iroquois, to go on an expedition againft
the Sioux ; though they appeared to confent, yet
they thought there was a plan laid by the latter to
deftroy them on their march. And in confequence,
they affembled, in all appearance, to begin their
route, but foon turning back, fell upon the Mia-
mis, and put five of them to death, (though with-
out intent to do any violence to the French. But
the remains of the Miamis taking fhelter in the
fort, which immediately fired upon them, two
Frenchmen, (the one a Recolle¢t) fell in the en-
gagement. On this the fort fhut its gates, and
thirty of the Outawas were killed on the fpot ;
while the reft retired to their fettlements.

This affair greatly perplexed Vaudreuil, and the
more fo, as the Iroquois declared themfelves ready
to make war upon the Outawas, and required him
to withdraw his prote¢tion from them. But in
June, 1707, a deputation came conduted by
John the White, who had been very bufy in the
affair of Detroit, and made an apology for what
had paffed. Vaudreuil referred them to Cadillac,
by whom he faid he would fignify his pleafure, and

commanded
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commanded them in every thing to obey his injunc-
tions.

This officer demanded Pefant, who was the
author of the maflacre ; and he accordingly was put
into his hands, but whom he, perhaps, fomewhat
injudicioufly pardoned, at the requeft of his coun-
trymen, who interceded for him on their knees.
The Miamis difappointed in their revenge, re-
proached Cadillac with the breach of promife.
Cadillac had recalled the miffionary Aveneau from
their fertlement, on the River St. Jofeph, about
one hundred leagues from Detroit, not chufing
that a Jefuit fhould have fo much influence with
fo diftant a nation.  After this, thefe Indians were
loud in demanding juftice upon Pefant; and, at .
length, not finding themfelves regarded, they kill-
ed three Frenchmen, and committed feveral depre-
dations about Detroit, for which Cadillac was pre-
paring to take revenge upon them, when he was inti-
midated from his purpofe, by receiving advice that
fome of the Hurons andIroquois had joined in a con-
fpiracy to maffacre all the French in that neigh-
bourhood ; on which he thought proper to conclude
a peace with the Indians, who, on their part, ob-
ferved it fo ill, that the French commander was
obliged to put himfelf at the head of a large
party of men, and force them to fue for peace,
which was granted, and the mifhionaries fent back
along with them, in order to reconcile them more
effetually to the French interefts.

Vor. L Rrr W hile
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While Joncaire was bufily employed among
the Iroquois cantons, whofe language he fpoke
fluently, Schuyler, was no lefs active in affairs
of the fame kind amongft the chriftian Iroquois,
who had likewife been, for a long time paft,
furnifhed with ftrong liquors by the Englifh, not-
withftanding the exprefs orders they had received
to the contrary.

At this time, a plan againft New England,
was formed in a full council at Montreal, at
which the chiefs of the chriftian favages were
prefent, where the proper difpofitions were made,
and the armament, confifting of about four hun-
dred men, were to take the route of lake Champ-
lain, where they were to be joined by the neigh-
bouring favages of Acadia. On the twenty-fixth
of July, thefe began their march; but when Cha-
lons and Rouille, who commanded the French
troops, came to the River St. Francis, they re-
ceived advice that the Hurons were ftruck with
a fuperftitious panic, and had withdrawn themfelves,
upon which the Iroquois, commanded by M. Per-
riere, under pretence of a contagious diftem-
per having broke out amongft them, followed their
example. Yet the expedition was ordered to pro-
ceed, even though they fhould be abandoned by
all the reft of their Indian allies ; which, however,
was not the cafe; for thefe remained faithful, and,
in concert with the French, took the village of
Haverhill, whichwas garrifoned by thirty foldiers,

took
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took it, burned the houfes and in them a num-
ber of Englith, befides a hundred whom they put
to the fword.—They had afterwards another engage-
ment with the Englith, in which, according to
their own accounts, they performed wonders, and
returned to Montreal with fome prifoners, with
the lofs of five Frenchmen and three Indians, and
a_bout eighteen perfons wounded; but brought
off no plunder: the reafon thev gave for it was,
that they thought not of the {poils till they were
involved in the flames themfelves had kindled.—
Perhaps we may venture to queftion the validity
of this argument; but we give it only upon the
authority of the French, who do not always
ftrictly adhere to truth, in their relations.
The favages, of whofe defertion Vaudreuil affected
a fupreme contempt, were fo much wrought upon
by his conduct that, notwithftanding Schuyler
had endeavoured to win them over to his party,
they of themfelves took arms, and ravaged all
the neighbouring fettlements of the Englith. The
French governor complained, that the Englith
tampered with the Indians, whilft, on his part,
he faid he was willing to grant a neutrality for
New York. In anfwer to this, Schuyler plainly
told him, that he correfponded with the favages
only te induce them to remain neuter, and to pre-
vent their committing fuch barbarities in their
wars as were fhocking even to think on;—and it
feems the Englith were of opinion that thofe
Rrr 2 Indians,
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Indians, who were made profelytes to the catho-
lic religion, were rather the worfe than the better
for their converfion, and committed more cruel-
ties than even the heathen favages themfelves.—
On the whole, it may not be amifs to obferve, that
religious opinions (merely as fuch) feldom operate
fo ftrongly on mens minds as to influence their
conduét in life, unlefs, when the moral virtues
are properly enforced both by precept and ex-
ample; a point in which it is more than probable
that the miffionaries were remifs, as they attended
more to the myfteries and ceremonials of religion
than to thofe eflentials, which alone could con-
duce to amend the heart, and to enlighten the un-
derftanding.

The French, who always perceived the import-
ance of Newfoundland, were now put in poffef-
fion of its befts forts, by an adventurer of the
name of St. Ovide, a lieutenant of Placentia, and
kinfman to Brouillan, who, with about one hune
dred and fifty men took and demolithed St.
John’s#; and immediately difpatched an account

~ They arrived on the laft of December, within five leagues
of St. Johu's, without being difcovered; and the commandant
advancing within three hundred feet of the firft pallifade he was
to attack, though fome fhot were fired at him, pufhing forward,
ke entered by the gate which had been left open, and calling out
Vivzle Roy! the Englifh were fo much difpirited, that he and his
frierds had time to fix their fealing ladders to the main body of
the place 5 which they mounted, and became mafters of, after a

very faint refifance oo the part of the Englith, who begged for
to
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to Coftebelle (who had lent him a party of men)
of his good fuccefs; in confequence of which, to
his'no great fatisfation, he received orders to dif-
mantle the forts and return to Europe.

Vaudreuil, before the news of this fuccefs of
St. Ovide arrived, had been repeatedly alarmed by
accounts of the vaft preparations which the Eng-
lith were faid to be making againft Canada; and
this proved no vain furmife; for there was foon
a certainty that two thoufand Englith and as many
Indians were deftined to attack Montreal, their
rendezvous being fixed at Chicot, about fix miles
from Lake Champlain; from whence they were
to fall downin boats to Lake Chambly; and fome
time after Vaudreuil, when he found they were
upon their march, detached Ramezay, who had
before offered his fervice for that purpofe with
one thoufand four hundred militia and one hun-
dred regulars to meet them. After this party had

quarter} fo that in lefs than half an hour the Englifh governor of
Fort William being wounded they took pofleffion of both forts.
This was the more extraordinary, as one of them mounted
eighteen pieces of cannon and four mortars, befides other artillery,
and had a garrifon of one hundred men under a good officer. In
the other fort were fix hundred inhabitants; but according to the
French accounts, they could not force open the door of a fub-
terraneous paffage, which communicated with the firft fort, time
enough to come to the affiftance of the garrifon there. A third
fortrefs, which was likewife well provided with artillery, and 2
garrifon lying on the other fide of the harbour, furrendered upon
being fummoned.

marched
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‘marched forty leagues in three days, the favages
uj on fome falfe reports refufed to advance any
far-her.— Ramezay would ftill have proceeded, but
that he feared to Le abandoned by his own officers,
and therefore reluttantly retreated. Retiring, he
received intelligence that above two thoufand men
had been detacked by the Englifh to build a fort
at the extremity of Lake Su.c.zment, and that fix
hundred of them and their allies had been fent to
take poft at Lake Champlain, whither Vaudreuil
repaired with a large body of troops; but waited
a long time without feeing any traces of the
enemy.

In the mean time the Iroquois began to fhew
that they were not fincere in their profeflions to
the Englifh, and perceiving that the latter affem-
bled a very powerful army, they thought of ncthing
but how to deftroy it, as a method to fecure their
own frecdom and independancy #. By their means,

* Charievoix fays, that the Iroquois, to compafs this end,
threw the fkins of all the creatares il.cy killed in hunting into the
river on which the Englifh lay, a litlc above the place of their
own encampmeny, which infected the water fo much that above
a thoufand Englith died of drinking it. But this feems to be a
romantic acconnt, and it is more likely, that natural difeafes con-
cwrring with the mifunderftandings fubfifting between the Eng-
iith and their Indian allies, their own difappointments, the
exaggerased accounts they received of the numbers of the enemy,
and %everal fimilar circumftances determined them to retreat and
abaveon ae enterprit, in which they had loft ail nopes of fuc-

el

and
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and fome other accidents which took their
tife from natural caufes, the army returned to
New York, having been difappointed of the affift-
ance of their fleet, which was deftined to be em-
ployed in Portugal: and thus Canada was once
more delivered.—

At this time the Onnondagans and Agniers
fent deputations to Vaudreuil, who gladly received
them into favour; and they promifed, in their
phrafe, that they never more would take up the
hatchet againft the French.

- Meanwhile, M. Mantet had attempted, with a
party from Canada, to make a conqueft of Fort
St. Anne, in Hudfon’s Bay; but he fell in the at-
tempt, his misfortune being chiefly owing to the
cowardice of his troops and the precipitancy of
his attack. The fuccefles of the French in New-
foundiand had, however, more than made amends
for fuch cheécks; encouraged by which, M. Cofte-
belle laid down a {cheme for reducingf Carboniere,
the only fettlement of any confequence there which
remained to the Englith. He expected re-inforce-
ments from France; but as they did not arrive in
time, he refolved on the attempt with what troops
he had, dividing them into two bodies, the one
of which was to proceed by land, and the other
to embark on board two floops. Thefe under the
command of Bertrand, 2 Placentian, arrived in
Trinity Bay, where they took an Englith frigate
carrying thirty guns and one hundred and thirty

men,
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men, but Bertrand was killed in the engagement,
which fo much difheartened the vi€tors, that, on
feeing two pirate veflels, they abandoned their prize’
and made all poffible fpeed to get clear out of the
harbour. Inthe mean time, the land force perceiv-
ing there was no likelihood of being fupported by
the floops, contented themfelves with falling upon
the houfes of the inhabitants, and then retired to
Placentia,

In the fummer of 1710, the Englifh had re-
folved upon the reduction of Acadia, to which pur-
pole, vaft preparations were made; and, in July,
general Nicholfon arrived at Bofton 1with feveral
officers and colonel Reading’s Marines. All the
governments of New England were to affift him
in the expedition; and adjutant general Vetch was
joined with him in command. Port Royal was
clofely blocked up in Auguft, in the middle
of September, the whole armament failed from
Bofton, and on the fifth day of Otober, the fleet
caft anchor before the fort#, the governor of
which, as well as the garrifon, which confifted of
only two hundred men, were difpofed to think

* It confifted of the Dragon, Falmouth, Leoftaff, and Fever-
fham men of war, the Star bomnb, and the Maffachufet’s province-
galley, with tranfports, in all thirty-fix fail; the land forces
on board, were, onc regiment of marines from England, two re-
giments of Maflachufer’s Bay, ope regiment of Conneéticut, and.
one regiment of New Hampfhire and Rhode Ifland; and the ¥ng-
fifh foiee confifted of three thoufand four hundred men, exclu-
five of oilicers and failore.

themfelyes
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themfelves abandoned. He made a thow of de-
fence as the Englith advanced, who were obliged
to withdraw from the fire of his artillery; then the
eannonade continued on both fides, and an Eng-
lith fire-thip blew up in entering the harbour. The
fort was afterwards bombarded with little effet;
but as it was not in a defenfible fituation, a2 couna
cil of war being called, a capitulation was at
length agreed upon *, and the name of Port Royalg

* The garrifon were allowed to march out with fix capnon and
two mortars; but the inbabitants having driven away all the cat-
tle, Subercafe could only retain one mortar, and was obliged to
fell the reft to Nicholfon for about three hundred and fifty pounds
flerling. According to the Englifh accounts, the garrifon con-
fifted of two hundred and fifty-eight foldiers, with their officers
and other inhabitantsj in all, four hupdred and eighty-one per-'
fons, male and female. But the French hiftorian fays, that
they confifted of only one hundred and fifty-fix men. Thefe
were fent to Rochelle in France, but were replaced by
two hundred Englith marincs, and two hundred and fifty N.ow
Eungland volunteers,— But fomg difputcs between Nicholfon and
Subercafe afterwards happened with regard to the capitulation.
Livingfton infifting that all the country, except that part which
was within reach of the Port Royale artillery, was excluded from
any advantage of the capitulation; and that the reft of the pro-
vince, with its inhabitants, was at the difcretion of the Englifh,
He alfo added great complaints upon the cruelties of the French
favages, and threatened, that, if they fhould continue to exer-
cife their baibarities on the fubjects of Great Britain, reprifals
would be made on the French inhabitants of Acadlaj and then
he propofed an exchange of prifoners. Vaudreuil on his part,
laid all upon his Indiau allies, and appealed to the good treatment
which the Englifh captives had always met with from thg Freach,

Yo, I, S{f was



408 BRITISH EMPIRE

was changed into that of Annapolis, in compli-
ment to the queen, under whofe aufpices the place
was taken,

Vaudreuil, in Auguft 1711, received advice, that
a party of favages having defeated a numerous
bodv of Englifh, had, in concert with fome French-
men, invefted their new conqueft, the fort of Port
Royal, where many of the garrifon had died dur-
ing the winter feafon. Upon this, two hundred
men were difpatched to affift at the fiege, under the
marquis 1’ Alogniers; but intelligence arriving that
the Iinglith were making preparations againft Que-
bee, the defign was laid afide.—The French mif-
lionaries however, in the interim, had worked fo
cffeCtually upon the Indians, that they ftill con-
tinued to a&t againft the Englith, and having cut
off a party of fixty perfons (fent to burn the houfes
of fuch of the inhabitants of the country, as would
not acknowledge themfelves fubjects of the crown
of England) three hundred of them aétually in-
vefted the fort, and the place would, in all proba-
bility, have fallen into their hands, if they had had

and imputed all the mifcries that had happened, in the courfe of
the war, to the Englifh having formerly rejefted a propofal for
a neutrality between the {ubjeéts of the two nations in America.
Livingfton had threatened that a number of French prifoners
«qual to thofe of the Englifh, fhould be put into the hands of the
Eunglith Indians; and Vaudreuil threaremd, in that cafe, to da

the fame by putting his Englith piifoner. inco the hands of the
French favages,

a proper
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a proper officer to command the fiege; for want of
which convenience they quitted their defign ;" buc
ftill continued to harrafs the Englifh, and feemed.
determined to purfue them with the moft inveterate
hatred.

At New York the moft vigorous difpofitions
were now making for war, and Vaudreuil, on his
part, {pared no pains to fecure the affections of the
Indians, and to put Quebec in a proper ftate of de-
fence, executing every duty of a valiant and a
prudent commander. Beaucourt, his engincer, had
put the fortifications into excellent order; they had
provifions fufficient for holding out a long fiege,
and all the garrifon were determined to defend the
place even to the laft extremity.—On the twenty-
fifth of September, advice was received of the ap-
pearance of ninety-fix Englith veffels; but fome
days after the news of their return arrived, to the
great joy of the governor and the whole colony.

* The reafons for their retreat and the conduét of the whole
expedition has been already related under the feftion of New Eng-
land, to which we refer the reader.—1It was reported that the
fleet had been fhipwrecked near the Seven Iflands in the River
St. Laurencej upon which Vaudreuil fent thither fome veffels,
who found the hulks of feven or eight large fhips, but with all
their guns and furnitare taken out, aud printed copics of a mani-
fefto, that general Hill was to have diftributed amongft the in-
habitants of Canada.—1It is remarkable, that though fix hundred
froquois had joined colonel Nicholfon, yet thefe had left him,
even before they heard of his misfortune, and the return of the Eng-
Liflh fleet,

S{f 2 We
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We have already taken notice, that after the de-
fign upon Quebec was found impracticable, it was
debated in a council of war, whether the Englith
fhould attack Placentia, and this was carried in the
negative, on account of the fcarcity of their provi-
fions and for other reafons we have already fet
down. The whole armament therefore returned,
after having fent word to colonel Nicholfon, to
defift from his expedition againft Montreal. And
this was all that the Englifh effeCted by thefe
mighty preparations.

The firft intent of the Englith was to take
Quebec; the fecond, Placentia; the conqueft of
which by the people of England was deemed, of
the two, to be both the moft practicable and
profitable for them. When the Englith fleet was
under fail for Quebec, it intercepted a pacquet from
Coftebelle to Pontchartrain, complaining of the
difmal ftate of Placentia, and of the French in ge-
neral in Newfoundland, wherein he faid, he could
not mufier a hundred men in all the ifland. It is
faid alfo, that when the Englith returned to Spanifh
Bay, they had on board above feven hundred and
fifty men; and, though their provifions could not
have lafted for above ten weeks, the conqueft of
Placentia would not have coft them above three
days. But, when a council of war was fummoned,
as if the members of it had been more than infa-
tuated, they not only voted againft any attempt

being
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being made upon Placentia, but that Nicholfon
thould be ordered to defift in his expedition by
land, which, as we have obferved, came to no-
thing.  All the advantage the Englith derived from
this expenfive expedition was the prefervation of
their new conqueft of Port Royalein Acadia, the
recovery of which became now to be a very ferious
confideration with the French miniftry. Pontchar-
train again prefled Vaudreuil to undertake it with
what force he could raife in New France; and the
latter, to thew his zeal, had nominated the marquis
I>’Alogniers to the command of fome troops, who
were to affift the favages and the French of Acadia in
a kind of blockade, they had formed of Port Roy-
ale; but, upon the news of the Englith invafion, he
was recalled from that place.

The merchants of Quebec, in 1712, raifed the
fum . of fifty thoufand crowns for completing the
fortifications of that city, The late mifcarriage of
the Englith, had now rendered the French more
refpectable in the eyes of the favagess The
deputies of the Iroquois now made the moft fincere
profeffions of their attachment to the French; and
Vaudreuil anfwered them with a tone of authority;
but, before he difmiffed them, gave them confi-
derable prefents. It was about this time, that the
Outagamis, who, for twenty-five years, had {carce-
ly been heard of, began to make a great figure in
North America. They were accounted to be more
fierce, refolute, and vinditive, than even the moft

favage
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favage of the Iroquois; and, by mingling with
them, they had come over to the intereft of the
Englith, whom they promifed to furprife Fort
Detroit, and to put it into their hands. With this
view, they lay very near the place, and omitted
no oprortunity of infulting the garrifon, which
was commanded by one Du Buiffon. The Kica-
pous and the Malcontins were joined with them
i the fame defign, which was difcovered to
Du Buiffon, by onc [-f-ph, a chriftian Outagamis,
who informed him that they were farther exafpe-
rated by their receiving intelligence thatone hundred
and fifty Mafcontins had been cut off, as they were
coming to join them, by the Outawas. Bouiffon
fent out to inform the French Indians of his dan-
ger; but they were gone on a hunting party.
Having taken all precautions againft a furprife,
he underftood that they were on thetr march to
relieve him. Thefe confilted of the Outawas, head-
ed by a chief, one Saguima, who had cut off the
Mafcontins; the Hurons, the Pouteouatamis, the
Sakis, the Malhomines, the Illinois, the Ofages,
and the Miflourites; each of whom had a particu-
lfar ftandard. ¢ Sceft thou that fmoke,” faid the
Hurons to this Saguime, (to animate him the
more to vengeance,) ¢ it arifes from the flames that
“ are now confuming thy wife.”—When the con-
federates approached the fort, Du Buiffon ordered
them to be admirtted, and, after addreffing them
in a moft affectionate, pathetic manner, they were

furnithed
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furnifhed with refrefhments of all kinds, and even
with ammunition and warlike ftores.

The OQutagamis had erefted a fort within
mufket-fhot of that of Detroit, where they waited
for their enemies. The befiegers fheltered them-
felves in an adjoining houfe, againft which Du
Buiffon grdered cannon to be brought. After this,
the Outagamis demanded a parley, which he would
not grant without confent of the chiefs of his allies,
whofe opinion, upon confultation, was for it, that
they might draw out of their hands three of their
women, whom the befieged held prifoners; and the
next morning Pemouffa, the chief of the Outaga-
mis, was admitted into the affembly of the confe~
derates, where he prefented Du Buiffon with two
captives and a belt, and the chiefs with the fame,
and begged for a delay of two days, that they
might confult their elders upon the means of ap-
peafing their father’s wrath. Du Buiffon told
Pemoufla, that he could enter into no farther trea-
ty with his people, till they fent him the three
women, one of whom was the wife of Saguima.
Pemoufla’s anfiver was, that he could fay nothing
on that head till he had confulted the elders; and,
having obtained a farther refpite, he returned with
a flag in his hand, attended by two Mafcontin
chiefs, and the three women whom he prefented
to the governor, who referred him to the chiefs
of his allies, for what was farther to be done, on

the Outagamis demanding liberty to be gone
' ) Up(m



04  BRITISH EMPIRE

Upon this, the chief of the Illinois gave Pemoufla
to underftand that his people were to expe&t ne
mercy unlefs they furrendered at difcretion; but he
gave them liberty to re-enter the fort, and to make
the beft defence they could. They accordingly
did fo, and the fire on both fides being renewed,
the befieged made fo vigorous a refiftance, that,
by difcharging arrows with lighted matches, they
fet on fire feveral houfes in the French fettlement,
which obliged the befiegers to cover the remaining
ones with fkins. This refolute defence fo greatly difpi-
rited the French and the favages, that the latter
were on the point of re-imbarking for Michillimac-
kinac; but Du Buiffon found means to detain them
by prefenting them with every thing he was mafter
of, and then the war-fong was renewed, which
gave the befieged to underftand, that they had now
no fafety to expe, unlefs they accepted the
terms propofed. They then begged for fome farther
time, and they were permitted to fend a freth de-
putation to the camp of the befiegers, who, not-
withftanding all their earneft inftances, ftill infifted
upon their furrendering at difcretion; and Du
Buiifon faid it was with difficultv that he hindered his
favages from putting the deputies to death, They
were fullired to return to their fort, from whence
all of them efvaped under the favour of a tempef-
mous nighr, after enduring, for nineteen days, un-
der all the exigencies of narure, a moft vigorous
fiece by very fuperior numbere,

In
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In the morning the French and their favages
purfued them, and found them intrenched on 2 lit-
tle tongue of land near the ifland of St. Clare.
Here they were again befieged ; but their defence
for four days was fo brave, that the French com-
mandant was obliged to bring up the heavy artil-
lery to force their entrenchments, upon which they
furrendered at difcretion. All who were found in
arms were immediately put to death; the others
were divided as flaves among the confederate In-
dians.

Vaudreuil now applied himfelf to the resfta-
blifhment of the poft of Michillimakinac, which
had fuffered greatly during the late commotions ;
and to which he fent proper officers and agents, to
re-unite the favages in one common intereft ; but
thefe could not be perfuaded to forbear their traffic
with the Englith, in which they found fo great ad-
vantage, and in which they were followed even
by the colonized favages; while the flate of the
French affairs in Europe was fo low, that they
could receive from thence no relief. The goods
fent from France to Canada, were fo trifling in
their value, that the merchants there had no re-
turns to make equal to the furs imported by the
favages, who, for that reafon, were obliged to
throw into the hands of the Englith, by far the
greater part of the fur trade. Before the treaty of
Utrecht was concluded, the governors of New
France and New England received pofitive orders

Vor. I Tt from
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from their refpeétive fovereigns to defift from hofti-
lities. The Abenaquais, who remained firm to
the French, were then carrying their ravages into
the heart of New England. As thefe were, of
all the favages, the moft irreconcileable to the
Englith government. Nothing was omitted on the
part of the latter to win them over. They eretted
a free-{chool at the mouth of the River Kennebek,
and appointed a minifter, who was to board and
teach their voung at the public expence: But all
was in vain, fo ftrong were the delufions of their
miffionaries. The governors of New England and
New York very wifely bore this with patience ; fo
that the Indians, by degrees, even encouraged the
erecting of ftorchoufes upon their lands, till they
faw them multiply fo faft, that they exprefled their
jealoufy of them. The Englith then remonftrated,
that their whole country had, by treaty, become
the property of the crown of England. The fa-
vages, though amazed at this, very fenfibly com-
plained to Vaudreuil ; he told them, that no men-
tion was made cither of them or their lands, in the
treaty of Utrecht. There could be no doubt with
regard to the fpiric and meaning of the treaty of
Utreichie; but, from the moment that peace was
concluded, the government of New France, from
confidering the Abcnaguais as flaves, affe@ed to
treat them as intlependant, and maintained amongft
ihm an interelt fioparare from the crown of Eng-

land,
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fand, which was extremely pleafing to the natural
vanity of thofe favages.

The Englith found a great obftacle to the con-
formity of the Indians, in the perfon of one Rafle,
an aftive zealous Jefuit, who had long refided
amongft them as a miffionary, and had gotten fuch
a pofleffion of their affettions, that they impli-
citly followed his dictates in every thing. Being
an enthufiaft for his country, as well as religion,
he omitted nothing that could keep up the aver-
fion of the Abenaquais towards the Englifh. It
was in vain the latter, (who every day felt his in-
fluence with the favages) infifted upon his being
difmiffed out of their nation, and fent to Quebec ;
and, at laft, they were obliged not only to fet a
reward on his head, but to make an attempt to
poflefs themfelves of his perfon, in which they
failed. This attack upon their favourite Jefuit exaf-
perated the favages more than that which had
. been made upon their independancy. They fent
deputies among all their brethren and allies, to
meet them at Narrantfouak, and began, by de-
molithing the Englith fettlements on the banks of the
rivers, where they deftroyed all the lands and houfes,
but without offering any farther violence to the per-
fons of the inhabitants, than by confining five of
them as hoftages for their deputies, who were pri-
{oners at Bofton. The Englith, on the other hand,
broke into Narrantfouak, where they fhot the pef-
tilent miffionary dead, burnt the cabins, plundered

: Ttttz the
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the church, and fome of the inhabitants, who op-
pofed them, while others fled ; and this feverity,
for fome time, reftored tranquility to New Eng-
land, but was far from reconciling the Abenaquais
to the Britith government, The Englith faid, that
they were in danger of lofing all the acquifitions
they had made in Acadia, and Newfoundland, by
the treaty of Utrecht, through the inhabitants,
French as well as favagess making ufe of the li-
berty which that treaty left them, to retire to
Cape Breton; and therefore they gave them fuch
indulgences, that they did not feem to remember,
their having changed their fovereign.

They openly traded with Cape Breton, then in
the French poffeffion. They acknowledged neither
laws nor language, but what were French, and
their priefts publicly performed their facerdotal
funétions, as if popery had been the eftablifhed
religion of the country. Richards very fenfibly
endeavoured to abridge thofe impolitic indul-
gences, both in Acadia and Newfoundland ; but he
was not fupported in this wife meafure, which, if
executed, might have prevented a vaft effufion of
blood and treafure, by the government at home.
King George 1. indeed at that time, had fome
great connexions with the regent of France; but
it was an unpardonable overfight to difpenfe with
the French Cunadians and &cadians, as well as the
favages, ‘who had become fubje@s of Great Bri-

Lain,
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tain, taking an oath of fidelity to that crown #,

The Outagamis, notwithftanding the blow they
had received in the affair- of Detroit, were more
exafperated than ever againft the French. They
infefted all the communications between the colony
and its moft diftant pofts, robbing and murdering
paflengers ; and in this they fucceeded fo well that
they brought over the Sioux to join them openly,
while many of the Iroquois favoured them under-
hand. In fhort, there was fome danger of a gene-
ral confederacy amongft all the favages againft the
French. This made Vaudreuil refolve, if poffible,
to exterminate the Outagamis out of Canada, and
he invited all his allies to join him. Louvigny, the
king’s lieutenant at Quebec, was named to com-
mand the expedition ; and he was foon at the head
of eight hundred men, fo determined againft the
Outagamis, that the extirpation of the race was no
longer doubted of. They were themfelves of the
fame opinion, and they lay intrenched, to the

* The Englifh were able, at that time, upon the fame conti-
tinent, to bring fixty thoufand fighting men into the ficld. Vau-
drueil, the governor-general of Canada, faid, in his letter to
Pontchartrain, the French minifter. ¢ Canada contains aftually
¢ no more than four thoufand four hundred inhabitants, able to
¢ bear arms, and the twenty-eight companics of marines, paid by
# the king, amount in number to fix hundred twenty-eight fol-
¢« diers.” In the fame letter, he laid down a very fenfible
fcheme here, for the better peopling of his government, by
tranfporting thither convifts and galley-flaves.

number
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number of five hundred warriors, and three thou-
fand women, in a kind of palifadoed fort, before
which Louvigny formally opened trenches, having
with him two field pieces, and a mortar for throw-
ing grenades *.

Louvigny had private inftru€tions from his prin-
cipals not to pufh matters to extremity, and
brought the Indians to confent to what terms he pro-
pofed. He obliged the Outagamis to give fix fons
of fix of their chief leaders, as hoftages for their
fending deputies to ratify the peace at Montreal
with the governor-general ; and the treaty being
ingroffed, contained an exprefs ceffion of their
country to the French ; of which, it is probable,
the favages were ignorant. Unfortunately the
fmall-pox, which raged next winter, carried off
three of the hoftages, together with the famous
Outagamis chief, Pemouffa, before the treaty was
ratified. This alarmed Vaudreuil fo much that he
went upon the ice to Montreal, from whence he
difparched Louvigny to Michillimakinac, with an
order to execute the terms of the treaty, and to

~ When Louvigny was preparing to {pring a mine, they de-
fired o capitulare, and their terms were rejefted.  They after-
wards propofed others. Firft, That the Outagamis and their
confederates thould make peace with the French and their “allies.
Sccondly, That they fhould previoufly releafe all their prifoners.
Thirdly, That they fhould replace the dead by flaves, whom they
weie to inake prifoners from the diftant nations they were at war
with; and, Pourth's, That they thould pay the charge of the

war.

bring
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bring the chiefs of the Outagamis to Montreal, to-
gether with all the rangers in thofe parts, to whom
his moft chriftian majefty had granted a free pardon
for what had paffed. Louvigny fet out at the end
of May, 1717, and carried along with him one of
the furviving hoftages, who had loft an eye by the
fmall-pox, that he might bear teftimony to his na-
tion, with what tendernefs he and his companions
had been treated. As foon as he arrived at Mi-
chillimakinac, he difpatched the hoftage, attended
by two French interpreters, with prefents for co-
vering the dead hoftages, to the Outagamis. This
was {0 agreeableto thofe favages, that they talked
of nothing but a lafting peace with the French.
They then declared to the interpreters their grati-
tude to Ononthio, though they faid, for feme parti-
cular reafons, they could not wait upon him till
next year: but never would forget that they
owed their lives entirely to his clemency. The
hoftage and the interpreters then fet out to rejoin
Louvigny at Michillimakinac; but, after travel-
ling about twenty leagues, he left them, it being
proper, as-he faid, to return home, that he might
keep his countrymen to their promife.

The hoftage however was never heard of after,
neither did they fend any deputies to the governor-
general ; {o that all the fruit, which Louvigny and
Vaudreuil reaped from this laborious journey, was
the bringing back the French rangers, and engag-
ing fome of the favages to bring their furs in

gteater
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greater quantities to the colony, than they had
done for fome years before. The reafon the Outa-
gamis gave for this breach of faith, when they
afterwards met with the French in their .excur-
fions, was, that they had no idea that an enemy,
who had been provoked beyond a certain meafure,
could ever be a reconciled friend. They were af-
terwards beaten in feveral encounters, and yet they
forced the Illinois to abandon their fettlements
upon their river ; where they formed a plantation,
which rendered the communication between Cana-
da and Louifiana extremely dangerous, notwith-
ftanding all the loflfes they had fuftained ; and
had, by this time, formed an alliance with the
Sioux, the moft numerous nation belonging to Ca-
nada, and with the Chichacas, or Chickefaws,
the braveft nation in all Louifiana.

In 1725, New France enjoyed a tranquility, it
had feldom known, and which greatly advanced
both its populoufnefs and profperity ; but the lofs
of the Camel, 2 French fhip of war, which was
wrecked near Louifbourg, with every perfon on
board, gave it a great blow. Befides its rich car-
go, the intendant of Canada, Louvigny, who had
been appointed to the government of Trois Rivi-
eres, a fon of Ramezay, who the year before had
died governor of Montreal, together with a great
number of the officers of the colony, and eccle-
faftics of all denominations, perithed in the wreck.
To heighten this mjsfortune, the marquis De Vau-

dreuil.
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dreuil himfelf died in the Oober following,
greatly lamented by the whole colony, and was
fucceeded in his government by the chevalier De
Beauharnois, who had none of his predeceflor’s
difficulties to ftroggle with; and nothing occurs
remarkable in the hiftory of Canada, but that, by
the tranquility it enjoyed, for fome time, its
French inhabitants amounted to above feventy
thoufand. In the year 1746, the encroachments
they made upon the undoubted property of the
Englifh in America, had awakened our government
to a fenfe of its danger. A Britith fecretary of ftate,
by order of his majefty, required all the Britifh
governors in North America, to raife as many in-
dependant companies as they could, of a hundred
men each. Thofe of New York, New Jeifeys,
Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, were to be
formed into one corps, under the command of bri-
gadier Gooch, lLeutenant-governor of Virginia,
The colonies were to furnith levy-money and victu-
alling ; but his majefty was to be at the charge of
arming, paying, and cloathing thofe troops. Th~f
vaft preparations in America, which were to be
feconded by a fuitable armament from Eurcpe,
were deftined for the redu&ion of Canada ; ard
the whole was to be under the command of
general Sinclair. The Englith ‘colonies, therefore,
proceeded with their levies. Virginia fent two
companies, Maryland three, Penfylvania four, the
Jerfeys five, and New York fifteen ; all to be under
the command of Gooch; and firft to reduce Crown

Yor, 1. Uun Poing,
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Point,. and then Montreal. The yellow fever then
prevailing at Albany, the place of rendezvous for
the troops was appointed at Saratago, twenty miles
higher up Hudfon’s River. For this fervice, Maf-
fachufct Bay raifed twenty companies, Connecti-
cut ten. Rhode-Ifland three, New Hampthire two,
in all thirty-five companies, who were to attack
Quebec, under general Sinclair, while Gooch was
proceeding againft Montreal ; and admiral Leftoc
was to command the fleet ; but all thefe mighty
preparations in England, as it is well known, ended
in a fuccefllefs attempt upon Port L’Orient in
France, which is yet treth in the peoples me-
mory.

Mcanwhile the French fent all the force they
could {jare frem Canada to Minas and Chiconccto,
and omitted no opportunity of harrafing and de-
ftroying the Englifh fertlements. In 1746, the
Canadians receiving intelligence of the vaft prepa-
rations making againft them in England, Ramezay
arrived at Minas, at the head of fixteeen hundred
men, confiting of marines, regulars, Canadian mili-
111, wood-rangers, and French Indians.  This body
was to act in concert with a ftrong fyuadron, then
firing out at Bretl, under the duke D’Anville.
That armament confifted of eleven line of battle
faips, {ome frigates, two fire-thips, tranfports, &c.
kaving three thoufard one hundred and fifty land-
torces aboard. The plan of ID’Anville’s inftruc-
tions feems ro have been formed upon thofe of
Frontenac and Pontchartrain.  He was ordered to

retake
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retake and difmantle Louifbourg, which was then
in the hands of the Englith. He was then to pro-
ceed againft Port Royale, now called Annapolis
Royal, in Acadia, which he was to take and gar-
rifon. He was next to deftroy Bofton ; then to
range along the coafts of North America; and, at
laft, to pay a vifit to the Britifh fugar iflands.
D’Anville, fetting fail, detached three of his capi-
tal thips and a frigate, under the command of M.
Conflans, to convoy the French trade to Cape
Frangois in Hifpaniola. The orders of Conflans
were to return, and join the grand fquadron under
D’Anville ; but, after cruifing along the Cape Sable
fhore, between Cape Negro and Cape Sambro,
without receiving any intelligence of D’Anvﬂle,
he bore away directly for France; where he ar-
rived without meeting with any interruption.

The fleet, after undergoing a moft tedious paf-
fage, and fuffering in a ftorm near Cape gable it
arrived on the tenth of September, at Chebuéto in
Nova Scotia, where D’Anville himfelf died, as did
half of his people of feorbutic putrid fevers and
dyfenteries.. Though an Englith {quadron svas
then lying at Cape Breton, under admiral Town-
thend, the French remained unmolefted at Che-
bu&o amidft all their diftrefs. About the end of
September, Ramezay encamped uear Annapolis,
with 2 thew of befieging it; but the Chefter man
of war of fifty guns, a frigate and a fchooner being
in the harbour, and the French fleet departing to
France, he decamped on the the twenty-fecond of

Uuu2 Otober,
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October, and returned to Minas, where he win-
teted, that he might be in readinefs to join the
French fleet, and land troops that were expected in
the fpring from France, to :-duce Annapolis,
which, by this time, was re-inforce’ by three com-
panies of valuntcers from Bofton. The Englith
governor of Annzpolis, had laid a fcheme for pre-
venting the bad confequences of French influence
in that neighbourhood, by procuring a re-inforce-
ment from New England, which was accordingly
granted ; hut their numbers did not anfwer his ex-
pectations. However, between four and five hun-
¢red men arrived in the middle of December, at
Minas, and a detachment fet out for Annapo-
lis on the twenty-ninth of January, while the
others were quartered at Grand Pre, in a very loofe,
fcattered, and unfoldier-like manner. 'The French
were fufficiently informed of this, and on the
eighth of January they fet out from Chiconeéto,
and arrived at Minas the thirty-firft of the fame
month.  About three in the morning, having diftri-
buted their force, which confifted of about fix
hundred, into fmall parties, they attacked the
Englith, and murdered many of them. Colonel
Noble, who was the commander, and the lieuten-
nants Lechemere, Jones, Pickering, enfign Noble,
with abour feventy ferjeants, corporals, and pris
vate men, were killed, and about as many taken
prifoners ; at laft the Englith formed themfelves

into a body, and furrendered upon capitulation.
In 1747, the jun&tion of the Breft and Rochfort
fquadrons
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fquadrons was effefted at Rochelle. 'Their deftina-
tion was to the Eaft Indies and to Canada, and
their equipment of this fquadron was no fecret
in England. As it threatened the deftruction of
our Afian, as well as our American fettlements,
the admirals Anfon and Warren failed from Ply-
mouth to Cape Finifterre, on the coaft of Galicia,
and in May met with the French fquadron, which
immediately formed a line of battle, confifting of
their chief thips of war, while the others, under
the protection of their frigates, made all the fail
they could to the place of their deftination. The
Englith thips were likewife drawn up; but Warren,
obferved, that the real defign of the French was
rather to fly than fight; and therefore he perfuaded
Anfon, to haul in the fignal for the line, and to
hoift out one for the chace. After an obftinate con-
teft, the Englifh proved the victors, the enemy hav-~
ing loft fix of their men of war, and all their India
veflels, and a vaft number of Frenchmen were
lmade prifoners 3 {feven hundred of them were killed
and wounded ; and the Englith loft about five hun-
dred. 'This defeat totally deftroyed all the hopes
Ramezay, had enterrained of reducing Nova Scotia,
and he returned to Canada, not a little chagrined at
the dreadful iffue of the encounter.

A fcheme had been formerly laid for pur-
chafing fome lands from the Outawas upon the
River Ohio, a proje& which proved very difagree-
_able to the French, becaufe it was likely to inter-
fere with their Miffiffippi fcheme; but it was not
tarried into execution; on the contrary, the French

erected
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¢ 2tzd Crown 7 -tin the New York territory.
— The peace of Afx la Chapelle being concluded,
this ,lao, which .0 been firft laid in the year
1716, was cuca revived, but the Englifh took fo
Kictle care to fecure the affetions of the natives,
that the latter foon thewed themfelves no friends
to the undertaking. Some London merchants
trading to Virginia, having been encouraged to
fettle on the banks of the Ohio, in order to eftablith
an exclufive trade with the Indians, fent a furveyor
to take a plan of the country, a circumftance
which much difpleafed and alarmed the favages;
and their jealoufies were increafed by the French whe
found it their advantage to foment them : thus the
undertakers loft all their intereft in that beautiful
country, while their neighbours continued to make
themfelves as ftrong as poflible at Niagara and on the
Lake Erie, even upon lands to which the fubjeéts
of Great Britain could produce juftifiable claims.
Thefe things being known to Mr. Dimwiddie,
.governor of Virginia, he alarmed the Englith fet-
tlers, and even fent one major Wathington with
a remonitrance to the French governor of a fort
built on the River au Becuf, which difcharges it-
felf into the Ohio; — he receiving no fatisfaCory
anfwer to this, planned out fort near the forks
of the river; but the Indians having not been
properly attended to, they were exafperated at the
mention of it, though the colony had refolved to
defray the expence, and had actually provided the
inaterials for the bufinefs.

The ufe the French made of the treaiv of Arx

la
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la Chapelle was only to proceed with as little in-
terruption as poffible in erecting forts and fecur-
ing pafles which might form lines of communi-
cation between their moft diftant fettlements, and
to confine the Englith on every fide: in particular,
they aimed to reftrit all the claims of the latter
in Nova Scotia to the Peninfula of that name;
while thefe juftly infifted upon their right to alt
the ancient Acadia, as ceded by the treaty of
Utretcht.

In the mean time, the town of Hallifax had been
ereCted by the Englifh, as we have already taken
notice in a former part of our hiftory, under the
aufpices of the earl of that name,

Notwithftanding all the faith of treaties, not-
withftanding the repeated remonftrances of the Eng-
tith, their enemies no fooner faw this fettlement well
peopled, than they went on with their old practices
of ftirring up the Indians againft the new colonifts,
many of whom were murdered, and others car-
ried prifoners to the Canadmn fettlements; whila
-even the Indian pames were headed by French
officers; and notwithftanding repeated complaints,
no redrefs for thefe grievances could be obtained ;
though while the French were employed inthis man-

" ner in America, they pretended to debate upon the
slaims of each nation at Paris; where the Englith
and French commiffaries met for this purpofe.
The hiftory of their difputes is too long to be here
infeted; but it may fuffice to fay, that they were
not well conducted on either part; and as to the

French, their claims were equally unfair and ridi-
kLul)US
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culous, and fuch as any but Frenchmen would
have been athamed of ; neverthelefs, they were re-
folved to fupport them both by argument and arms
while the duke De Mirepoix, their ambaffador
at the court of London was making profeffions of
his mafter’s pacific inclinations, though copies of
the orders fent by the French miniftry to their officers
in Canada were produced in proof of the contrary,
At length the Englith having received intelligence
that a fleet was ready to fail from Breft, were no
Tonger to be trifled with, and admiral Bofcawen was
ordered to fail with twelve men of war to watch
them; and was afterwards re-inforced by fix thips
of the line and a frigate under the command of ad-
miral Holbourne, while the French king gave or-
ders to hisambaffador, to intimate that, in cafe this
armament acted upon the offenfive, he would con-
fider the firft gun that fhould be fired in the fame
light as a declaration of war.

Bofcawen arriving at Newfoundland, took his
ftation off Cape Race, and foon afterwards M. Bois
de la Mothe arrived with the French fquadron off
the fame coaft, but the Englifh fleet, on account
of a thick fog could not difcern them; by which
means they efcaped an engagement ; but rwo of their
veflels, named the Alcide and the Ly<, being fe-
parated from the reft, were taken by captain Howe
and captain Andrews, and were found to have about
eight thoufand pounds on board ; and this gave a
rife to the war between the two natigus, by which
the French in the end, loft all their pofleffions in
{anade.

Exp of the First VoLu Mg,



