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ELECTiVE INSTi'J'UTI0N:S. 

LETTER l. 

Tu the PeO'ple of the Canadas all(l Britiflt 
North Amer'ica. 

"1 partict1lariy r"commend to you to expluin tl\at ,thl.. pro­
'viofle is si'Jguhlrly blessed, not with a mut,lat<'d constitu, 
ticn, but with aetm~titution which has 6100(1 the te~t of 
eXIJerience, and icl '1"IlK vt;.rtY ilIACi.; ANti TICA1\"Hi'nlPT OF 
tU\TOIl' OnE \.1' llR.IT.\ IN.''··-C:oVl'ruor :::iimcoo'sSpeech IlpGT4 
closil.lg,thc lil'st session of Pl'O?illci"al pur1iamcllt!l5~elLblt'd 
\Imler the Constitu:iollUl Act. ' 

Fl<IE:-lDS' M:D FBLLowcne :<TU~' ME .... 

Tha't "'0 are British s~ll,j",cl.~ is OUl' proudbuast. 
,Briti~h [n$titutions have been the aomiratiull of every 
age ancl.are Of every ('ountl'y, as l:eing favorable to,-the 

political. civil. D no relig:ous liberty of the p('oplc. They 
6€Cl:Ire' [,eedom of scntimell\ to evcry mn.[) and permits 
t1;e right publicly to di"cuo~ all political -subject", 
w helhol' I hey lnve reh~tio;1 to institutions of go·.ern­
Ulent or i.tllad'm:nislralion. ',,"hen lilE:y are, held iu 
'veneration by a. pE:ople, itis Dilen' as dangerol!s to at· 
tack such i,;s'itutIOllS as it is clLfirult to di:,pel ,any 
prejudices ill the:r favor. All l;i~tory shcw~. thilt, 
whatever !: '8 i IUliOl S 1l1ay ha\'e' been by conq'lcst· or 
Ot,hl rwise ,'n !'tiled on those \~hi(;h \vere (;ara",'L C,)!,­

stj'u:cd ir.! a could,-,)', thpe early institutions ,~'ill e;,:, r 
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arter more or les, prevJ.d. The more anc:e It, the mo~e 
"H:red they are held. In )'oung countries li!;e these in 
Hritish :\'orlh :imericu; it is the l.lul.> of every aule aDd 
!1;l)oll Inan freely, fertrlessly, amI publicly to express his 
~enlilMnts Oll stich iIJSlilution~, more especially when 

I hey and any pod ion of them are declared J",fective, ~f 

1'(lt noxious, uy a Jarge majority of tlie people. Tney 

IIlU~t uear in mind, these imtitl!tions are not merely for 

the day or for the age; once planted all our virgin soil, 
ocr,eatl, their wide spreading uranches our chilclren for 
many a genelalioH mu,t sit with freedom, peace, anll 
llappines,; or wilh "lavery, anarchy, and mi;;ery ferr theft' 

portion as tlley will inherit froll} their fathers. Willteve. 

:1IT:eloration~ have heen 01' may be going on in them, 
. Briti,h institutions are helu to be next to perfect; so 

ll!at the lIeal'N we can a5simulate our own to them to 
ti,e greater perfection \\e shall attain. Though we are 
:i porticn of tbe DI itish people, "ho have imllJigrate.J 
h:th~r, ) et the stale of OUf society is not the same as ill 

the I3riti"'h isles; anu though their inotitut:ons are fit 
for the welfare anu good government uf .their -people, 

yet tlley may not be applicaule and suitable to these. 
provinces. Our - suciety i3 yet infanlile anu young. 

Those pricciples on \\ bich wel'e based icstitutions in 

the Ilarli~r .. ged of English ~ocie!y anJ on which now 
brands that stutely fabric the English constitutio:l, it-i3 
Dot unreasonable to suppo;e are mor.e applicaule to our 
state of society ana wou Id pro uuce like effects to our 
posterity, Ibl1n tI.ose whi-::h are now applieJ to govern 

a 'healthy, refined, alHI intellige.nt nation a:nd a vast 
(;ommerchl empire·. Jt may be urged, that which suits 
tlw genius of onjl age may he i~compatjule wilh that of 
another; conselluently precedent alone may be fallaci­
ous, But wh~n a brge majority of a peoplE: con;ider 
certain meas\;res as -;).usolutely necessary for their wel­
fare anu g'oou government or for national reformation, 

and the,;e measures are slJppolled by tLe experience anu 
amllOrilyuf aUliqui!y, they arc otrongly 8uu;tantiateu 
a·.o.lpo\\c,fullyenforecd. 
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I amllhout to express my sentiments on Ille instit\!· 
tions now establisheu for t41e tolonial government of 
these provinces; and whatever may Le my failing3 I 
~ntreat you t6 helieve my intentions nre good. I there· 
ftJre take the libel'ly and shall avail myself oran oppor-­
tunity to me kindly permitted to address to you a series 
()f lettels on a subject vitally affecting ourselves anu OUI' 

posterity. To some it mayor may not be new while 
others may be prepo.sessed for or against it. Though 
.my language should be deemed ~trollg or even severe, 
I. will Iwt fcarfully ~hlink nor \\ illfully offend. I ciai:n 
.a fair hearing. 

] shall fir.! endeavor to establish that, if tIle Canadian 
Constitution be an eX'Ict model or • 'the very i mage and 
tl'a.nscr.ip't" of the English Constitution in theory, in 
practise the Canadian Constitution i-s not nor cannot be 
the same; and ii it be not an exact model or "lhe velY 
image and transclipt" the theory of the Canadian Con­
stitution is no.t now iopractise. The fOlmer part of 
this proposition I pro¥e more ·from a I eg3rd to popular 
fH€judices th"ll a belicfthat any man conversaat with 

. the subject cau question its truth. It is the interest 
of some to iDlpre~s 00 us the delusion that we are still 
as if we lived in the British i~l.e." within the pale of the 
l:nglish constitution, enjoYIng all rights and privileges 
which It confers. Yet all must well knolV th~t -the 
passage of the H,eform Bill, admittfd uy all to be a 
constitutional measure, had 110 effect wllatever on us. 
In the 10\lllsr province. the laws relative toproperty are 
wholly ~nknown to the Engli.h constitution; and in 

this province laws are still in furce which have uee~ 

long since repealed in England. When it suits the 
purpose of some pcrsons, these or those principles are 
unconstitutional and their advocates are repuulicans, 

r~bels, and re\·olutionists. But "hat constitution is 
meant no one knows. I t is their intention to use the 
word in a vague lind urin)'eaning s'ense to excite teTl'or. 
The form Of the It'gislnlure we usually mean by lhe 
conslilutio[l of a country. The main principle on 

I~hich th~ ~nglish constitution is based is that tlw 



·JtgiBlntil'e power belong.; to pailiarnent, wliif'h C~)'l 

alllend or 31ler the constitution it;p!f. The cc>nst;l.ution 
llt' tbe Canadas is nil act of the inlPNhl pa:li'lmf'nt 
"hich can alone am~lld or aller it. This act est~,blishes 

a Legislalure in these pro\'inces and permits tile E'xer~ 

cise of BU$pcnded powers inl>erent in the people a~ 

J1ritish ~ulJjects. 'rhat this Legblature rannot be \il;e 

t.hat of England must be evitlen t to all, since \Ve Iia \'S 

not the clements HI ollr society where~vith such a lel!i~~ 

hture can ,be formed. We have no aristocracy, \Yo 

lla"e no "timber" to huilt! an aristocracy. ''ie cannot 
have Ii House of Peers. No)' can we have a con5titu­

lion in practise .like the Engli3h constitution though 
they were Ij!,c in theory. . . 

I will not ironically say there io di.vj~i.~n j" tho 
legisl:.ti\,o powers in both Canadas as well as in tho 
f:olonies of British North Am"rica genorally; but I 
mtlot say that the legislative pov-er hy the con~titutionnl 
:;ct is divided. With' the Executive po",cr 1 have 

nothing at present to do. 'Ve all know th~ Htlu~e of 
Assembly is eJected by the people. This is accortl:ng 
10 the theory and practise 01 the Canadian COTls;itutioi'. 
The seco~d branch of the legislature is called the 
J"egislative Council. \Vhat is its tlleory an,1 praclise 
or how is it constituted and elected? The frarrel~ of 
the constitutional act never intended that, the l1i\'ision 
ui the legislative power should be accompanied by an 
nctual division of the people They could n~ver have io­
tended to cut lip EDcicty into hostile I'olitical parlie.~ ; 
and that only cne party be in theLegislalive("~_uncilIlDd 
oo)y another in the Assembly. Yet, that there is such 

an actual rlivi~ion of the people wherever a Legislative 
Council exisis, \' hither; dnll 1 flee to avoid tile proof? 

J\ ot to Luwer Canada, for it is tilere _as \\'e!J as here; 
))or to Prince ]~dwal'ds, r-; ew 13 runswiclt, 1\ oyascotia, 

Newfoundland, for it i~ there as ,veIl as at the Cape (;f 
Uood flope and Australasia. Such Legislative COUlI­

cils have not" the magic of'dignity" to give weight to 

their resolutions; tbey have no claim to lhll T~spect 01' 

Til\'erence of Ill!! people. Hereditary tltllils and pei'~olla.\ 
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il.Onors ml) give wcight and power to a Jegblali\e 
body; but wlllt weight and llower can he in a. few 
tinkers, tailors, soHier5, sai 'ors, &c. &c.? To whom 
better can we confide the exercise of a discretionary 
power in tbe maki.'g of our laws? Reflect what 
strength ~ needed to meud a kettle and what ,irtue to 
darn a: hole in a pair of inexpressi5les ;, and then 'Ie£lect 
what wisdom is needed to march a regiment and what 
nonesty to steer a rich nlcrc{}an~mall and you must 
perceive we havEl all the matel"ials for an aristocracy, 
which are all artfully blended together in our legisla­
tive Councils. Such a body must be well calcuLted 
to produce an equilibrium in the branches oi"the legi.­
lature. Hit be the fulcrum of. the lever it must be like 
that on which Archimedes would have moved the earth 
bilt if placed in either scale it will be, found wanting in 
something more than weight. It was the intention of 
those who framed our Coostitu!ional Act, that this Le. 
gislative Council should bear the same relation to each 
of tho other branches of the Legislature as the House of 
P eel'S in Enghnd. .Eut in practise this Council must 
be a mere creature of the Cr'own during whose plea­
sur:c its membcrs hold their office. n"eriving their pow­
er, influence, and honor if there be any from such a 
source; and holding them by buch a plecarious tenure, 
all tlleir acts and deliberations must be coniormablc 
with the wishe~ and views of him whose breath gave 
t hem being; for if they are not, they render themselves 
liable to incur his displeasure and to forfeit their office. 
Not so the House of Lords; who,without apprehension 
of being divested of their office, fearlessly repel the ag­
gressions of the crown antI presel'Ve their prerogatives 

_ wllBe- dley watch over the rights and liberties of the 
people. While ,the House of Peers is a seperate, dis­
tinct, and independant branch of the legislature, uni. 
ted with tbe other branches it may be called omnipo.­
tent, and disunited it is powerless; the Legislative 
Council is dependant on the Crown and independant 
(jf the Commons; it is inseparable from the Crown and 
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teparate and distinct from the commons; itll interest:i 
are to subsen'e themselves and the Crown and are ho~· 
tile to those of the people. I hav~ l1~e(Nhe won} Crown; 
bllt J would not wish you to believe that the best of 
sovereigns would ever have such a body as o'ur Legis· 
lative Councils s~bservient to his Crown. It were 
well that the King can do no wrong, could he be char­
ged with the mal-practises of such a body, which feed 
on the life blood, oppose the welfare, and obstruct the 
good government of his loyal subjects. Could the truth, 
from the distance of a thousand leagues, reach his roy­
III ear, it would not.be long ere such noxious creatures 
were swept from existence. Could British subjects be 
made traitorp, could their loyalty to the best of sover· 
eigns be shaken, it' would be by the acts of such a 
worthless, tyrannical and irresponsible hody as Olll' 

Legislative Councils. It was never the intention of 
those who framed the Canadim constitution that one of 
i Is branches should be directly or ,ndirectly self elective. 
I will not d well upon the declaration of members in 
both houRes of imperial parliament that the Legisl:itive 
Councils of the. Canadas are in practise self-elective. 
I will not urge that A plays into the hand of B, B. into 
the hand of C, C. into the hand of D, and D. into the 

hand of A again an endless and profitable game. It 'is 

a well established principle that were even ihe number 
of the House at Peers to be limited it would confer on 

that house the power to elect its own members. Wha t 
then must it be in these colonies where. there are but. 
'f~w members and still fewer attend who recommend to 

the Crown, alim the red.tapists of Downing street, 
their brothers, sisters, cousins, and connexiotl!l w1J.Dm 
they think fit to .have so. high an honor as to become 
their pliant tools. Had they'not ever been strenuously 
opposed, by a majority of the people, ere this probably 
an ignorant, haughty, tyrannical, and purse-proud ari9~ 
tocracy might have been created by these Legislative 
Councils, Could public plunder have made them,they 



9 
mllst have been wis!!, virtnous, we11111Y, nnd honorable. 

_ Like such a body in New South Wales, were iltheir 
ioterest, they would plundeT thieve,;. Hut it may -be 
tlJeir npology that only to ape an- uriatocracy,. without 
personal honors or bercdit31Y titles, it is essen­
tially _ necessary that they have hnded estales. 

lienee it is, I presume, according tJ 1\1r. El!ice, late 
_I\linister at War, "it was the fashion in Upper Canada 

for every counsellor to get a grant of from 5,000 to 
20,000 acres, 10 the great detriment of the country and 
the great nuisance ~f the inhabitants around." N or are 
such grants in fashion only in this province; they have 
been extended to the same bodies more or less in all 
British North America. Rut when it is considered 
how valueles~ land is thought to be in this part of the 
world, where it is covered with fcrllsts· and inhabited 
with wild beasts and not \~ith baronial castles and 
hereditary bondsmen, ii can be no wonder that some' 
thing more must be requisite to apeitn ari~tocracy than 
merefy wil« lands. !tcan be nothing l('ss than free 
access to the casual allu territorial revenue. Without 
the cO::Jsent of the local legislatures or imperial padia­
l1Ientenormous sums are annually given to the members 
of these Legislative Councils. For proof, to the gentle-

. men whom I shall sele.:l, I do not wish you to entertain 
as individua-ls the least disrespect. They who have 
pockettedthe pounds, no doubt thiir consciences HC 

~asy. III 1833 the receipts of the Casual and Territo­

rial Revenue in the funds denominated letter D or 
Canada Company's ins~alments, and K or King's 
Rights, were £56,230.·, 'Tbe expenditure from these 
funds was £34,682, leaving a balance of £21,548. I 
am not about to tell you this expenditure has been ap­

Jll'opriated to making and improving roade with the 

consent of parliament; but withoutthe consent of any 
parliament bas been chiefly given to pensioneu, place­
mell, and Legislative Councillors, of course justly .fo)' 

services. A Catholic bishop, in these bud times for 

Catholics, may deserve £500 and his Clergy £DOO,-
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more especially \\hcn out of the same funu ,£3,500 is 

paid in aid of tiJe sUjJ],ort 01 tbe l1Iiuj;!ers of tl,e 
Churcli of Englund in this province and £i611 for the 
511l'portof fllethodist missionaJies. .The sum of .c180 
was llaili the sallle ye:u for hou~e rent fOI" tbe. Lurd 
uishop of Quebec! But it i; not proLaLle that a 

Catholic Bi~hop or an Arch Jeacon can sitin the Legis· 
l.lt'lve Council. }:ot fOl being pl'es:dent of the l.xecu'. 
tive Council, fdr whidl he receives £II I, Lut for hl:!ing 
president of the general boa,rd of Education the Arc!l­
deacon has out of these uncon~rolled funus £135. From 
tltesame (untls a .pensio;1 of £I,2JO was paid to Sir \\". 
Campbell; £1000 to llon. W. D. PO'hell; £450 to 
Hon.J.l\l'GiJl; £50J to lIon.J. Wells as Treasurer 
olthe V.,C. College; £200 to lion. D. W. Smith, 
late Surveyor General ;., ~'ld £580 t~ lIon; W . .<\lIen. 
as Commissioner of Canada Company. In 183l, the 
Jeceipts in these fund.~ were £51,486 and the expendi­
ture £2&;-916, leaving a Lalunce of £22,570 ; which 
i. about £1000 more than the former yeCLf anu thus tIle 
whole receipl~ ",ele nearly expenued. Of this sum, 
Hon. P. Robinson's salary for two years as Surveyor 
General of Wo~d~ was £1000 and as Co:nmi:;sioner of 
Crown Lands £1000. lloll. J. D. Hobinson, to make 
up his s~lary as Speakcr of the Legislative Coullcil, 
£450. 'fhe other Honorables received the ~ame t),is 
year as the year before. From 1824 1.0 ] 833 the Hon. 
Dr. J. Strachan received out of the Clerg'y Reserves 
fund £3,553. It must be borne in mind that all these, 
sums have heen paid without the consent of eitb,el' the 
imperial ()r the local parliament ; and also, that be­
sides these sums, large salaries are annually gr anted to 

th~ same gentlemen or their families by the local legis­
lature. With these snlal'ie~ I have nothing to do i lJu t 
whether the other sums be legally or illegally granted 
what are those ",ho receive tht::m but public paupel·s or 
publicplunderer$? I would I:ot have yo~ helieve tbat the 
framers of our constitutional act ever intended Buch 
lllen to be members-the chief and only active mem.,. 
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b,er~-of the Upper House of l:ur legi,lat!lre. I would 
not have you b.:]it)ve that this act 'lLltholis.) the pay­
mellt to these men· such enormous sums for secret or 
ti pecialservlCes' or rather to enable them !o ape' all 
al'istocra~'y .. These monies mllst either uclol(g to the 
people of Britain, or the people of Canada; if to the 
fomnor they C1n bc only g'ranted by Imperia I parlia-' 
ment, I!Jld Ifto the. latter, to whom 1 am of opinion 
th~y were conceded by imperial aets, Ufey Co.:, be only 
gl'anted hy the local legislat ure. But vile bmnch of 
t;lis legislature get these I?ua:t; for its OWIl melllbers 
\· .. ithout the consent of thc otilc-r brallch, which repre­
t;en~s the [uople. Whelilcr this be the theory of our 
con~tilutioll j'0llCUII judgo ; but .} will not du you tha 
i:l}!Slicc to believe tillt you will admit that British 
!-tatesmcll cver framed. a constitution for British sub­
jects with such a theory whatever mny Lc its corrupt 
and illegal practise. N or will you easily believe thnt 
tllOse 8tate'mell ever intended t.O blend tog~ther in one 
bod.y, to have a discretion:J.ry powe:r in the making of 
Jews l'or British subj,"cts, the exccutive, logisl3live. 
jildkial,.llnd ecclesiastical power. ,\'hat i,~ this but 
the c!imax or dcsp()ti~m? The Legisl:.ti~·c COllucillS 
compl)sed of 1:10 members of tile Executive Counci!, 
"~Iicfjustice !lnd judges, archdeacon and bj~b"p, !ind 
l;n!~e.rs, tailors, soldiers, sailors, Lc. &c., all cr:dowC'd 
intuitively with a deep und tllOrOlJ~'h knowledge ()fl!IO 

Il,-:ience of govern!n<}nt. Tho three 110;nloal br3.oches of 
the Legi,lature is tlms \'irtually rcuuccd lo'two; lho 
c')momod <lnd pr<Jpond'Jra!irJg influence of the Council;; 
an(I'H~al! of Executive r~nders that of the Bouse ,.f 

; As'scmbly n~ a l('gisl?tivo body llugatory !tnd lluil. Jf 
tll:3 were intended to bo an exad lfIoJol, or"t:Je very 
image <lnu transcript," as we a.l·{~ told, oftbc constitu­

tion of G rcalBritain, it has Fr()~'cd, alier r;early Llf 
Q century'" practj~e, a H;(,E.t !i;)H'1 ulolc «I,d dLlr·sy 
Iriece ollIlaehin'!ryli is [hen no wo!',der tLllt therc i~ IiO 

lranT.ony Ilmong the ~(\'cl'al branches or our legisla­
lure j [ll,)f(J especially bet-.veen the f,p.!!is]'lt:ve COlllwil 

IlIlq the lliJuf,": of .\ECIII!.Jly. Ilo\Y lllUCl! \\'U5 I:l.te~y 
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f,~and in tho mother country from the colli:;ion of tlte 
peeri! a.nd commons, while, tho continual clne-hing' of 
the branches of II'le colonial legislatures excites no fen I' 
whatever. Not only is our society cut up into hostile 
political parties, only one of whiGh shall be in the 
Legi~lative Council and only anolher in the Assembly; 
hut, consequently, measures which are essential to our 
well being and good government are repeatedly re­
jected, aud in some instances out of pure party spite. 
This is not merely the'case in this colony but every 
colony in which a Legislative Council exists. The 
following table demonstrates tho !Jarmony which sub· 
sisls in Ihese Legislative bodies in both Canadas under 
the prescnt working of our constitution :-

Bi[ls bu)'k'ed in Bills lmdred in 
L. Cal/ada L. Council. U. Canada L. Council. 

1824 12 II 
1825 12 8 
1826 19 10 
18n No sp.ssion. 15 
J828~ 16' ~12 
1~295 122 
]830 16, 28 
183l - II 7 
183;,) 14 14 
J833 16 9 
1834 25 19 
It:l35 (All,. hut one.), 40 

In 9 Sessions 141 In 12 Sessions 195 

Yearly 15 ... G 16 ... 3 
Submitting this respectfully to your serious con­

flideratJ0D, 
J remain, 

Your humble servant, 

A."i" EAST A~GLIAN. 
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LETTER 11. 

To the People {If the Canadas and British 
North Amel'icct. 

"You ought to consider that YOll have but a third share in the 
Legi31ative power of the government; and ought not to 
t!ike all upon you, nor 1e so peremptory. You ought to 
let the COUNCIL have a sh"re. THEY ARE IN THE 
NATURE OF TUB ROUSE OF LOllDS OR UPPER 
HOPS Ii: ; but YOll seem to take the whole power in your 
hands, and aet up for eyery thing. You hav!! sat a 101lg 
t:me to little purpose and have been a gnat charg'e to th" 
country. Ten shillings a (layi5 a large allowance and ·you 
punctually exact it. YOll have been always forward 
cnougb to pull down the fees of other mini,ters in the gov· 
emment, why did .you not think it e,cpedient to correct 
your Own to a mere mod!!rate allowance'I"-Tyrant and· 
Governor I"letcher'i Speech to House of Assembly, New 
York, Septen: bel', lIi9.i. 

FRIJ1.~D~ AND FELf.OWCOUNTRYlIlE;\" 

In my former communicalion I have endeavored to 
show and fiatter myself 1 have shown to your entire 
satisfaction and condction, that if the Canadian con­
stitution be an exact model or "the very image and 
transcript," of the English constitution in theory, the 
Canadian const:tution is not Dar cannot be the same 
in practise; ~nd if i t- be not an exact model or "the 
very image and transcript," the theory of the Canadian 
constitution is not Dow'ill practise. 1 fal ther maintain 
that the present practise of the Canadian constitution 
cannot pr(lIDote the w~lfa~e,peace, and bappine,s, and 
good government of the people; forasmuch one branch 
of the legislature is tyrannical,uDcoo&tilutional,corrupt, 



't'nli-Bl i!:"1h, Ur.P(1jlu!t1r, od~')!1", !:!{:tio~p., 1".I:d nl)' .. 'r1Jr~­
live 0: colIJIlizali611 :Ifni u.;tfnl ltgi,I'Jtillll. It h,l'.1 hq,,, 

well Ilad thc Hrill,i1 gorern!ner.t pruiittcd lJy ~xr/el i~'H/l 

[wIlllot h;He- ag.lin atlClllpkd 10 ilT,po>c on British \ 
cCJlonist~ It form 01' governmcnt whidl \\'a~ Ilo,\ious <lnd 
rc .. l::acld two centu:ie:o; fln·l J ball-' a;;o. ° 1 hen a& now 
thelC Oli:;ht be fouod in j\'o,th i\1l'J~,icao culouie>' iI:­

Conncil, who "are in the natu/e {If the Housc of Lonh 
or npper hOl1.<e ;" \V Iw arc in cGntinual (;olli,;ion wit!. 
t.he r~pl'c~entatives of the people; aDd who are a "pal­
try screen" bHII Een' them anu a tyrannical "O'/crnor ar"l 
a corrupt adrniniolLllion. Thoug[l thero .havc been 
many Fletchel" since l6£l'l, yet comparn.tivel~· few 
Council~ h3.ve been lolerah:d; it was reseJved for tha 
g<'nius of a Pill to revive amI enforce them on Briti~h 
('olo,dsts. They have beenllg:lin pRtiently tried in 
these province$, and, first, -they hal e ueeu {oulld. to b(J 
ly ra II niea I. 

The eonc'!r.traling of the executive, the legislative. 
the jlldicial, and the ecclesiasticitl powers of govern­
IllEnt in the' hands of a felY, a mere family compact, 
con.<t.itutes despoti;m and tyranny. That these p"wertl 
are coucentrail'oI in our Legislative Councils it is nvt 
Liifficult to pn,\E. / .. newl)-;l.rIi\'cu Govt<rnor, 1'1'8-
somel! to be ignorant (j[ Ihe CO'Jotry, and lite wants alld 
wi:;/ws oj iL; pcoplo, usually knowing bllt little uf ll/e 
L'Jsiuess of g()V~lnl.nLnt, 8lid ,liavillg t.<;(,n appointed 
meie!y becau:·e he wants to fill a IUClalive sitllu".ioll, 
n,ust resort to a Council to aUI'ise h;m and to enlighten 
l.i3 ignorance. Thi~ borly i" called the 1::'",ctlti v e 
('cuncil an,1 is in!f:oGed \0 mimic tile pr':vy COljllcil ia 
Ellghl1cl, iJllt with it bears not inreulir.y allY anr\!ugy ; 
Tor tlois i.l 1(!;:pol1siuie auJ changes \. itll tbe Ctll'ient of 
pul..lic ol'inion, uut the Exec\ltil'lc' COllncil is a pern1'l­
neot, s,:cre!, anti irreSp0L1:1ule oOlly, and, thUllgh 
sp.a,cely r<.'c/)gnis~d l.y om con,lilulioIJ, is t!le "dual 
adll~inititrJ.tiye gO"crumenl of tlle pioliin<:e" It, tbe 
(}(I\'eroor fLlr the tilnc bei"g fullol~ their coun.:iJ, 110 
~o.n becomei 1l1~ir l0~i; uut ~llOUi,J ue bllb .',·,Cfic,ibnt 
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strength of'mind to resist their cunning arts, he i3 quick. 
ly relieved from the burdens 01 -his duties by the red­
tape rulers of Downing-street. There cis evidence that 
Governors have been advised by the Executive Coun· 
cil to act conlr'lry to tbe clear meaning of despatch. 
es from the colonial office, which probably receives 
much of its information from them; and thus, in fact, 
they aloile rob and rule the country. With the Legis­
lative Council, one l:iranch of the legislature, the Exe­
cutive Council is not merely identical in feeling and 
interest but it is idenlical_ in persolls. It administers 
the government and interferes wilh the whole businesa 
of Legislation; it executes the laws and helps to enact 
them; and the laws which it passes, it advises-the Gov­
er:lOr -to accept or reject. Is this constitutional? 
The English constitution draws an impas5ible barrier 
between the executive and legislative power3 ; for if the 
Crown were allowed to take an active part in making 
laws, it would soon render useless the other 1\\"0 

branches of the legislature, as to an exlent they are in 
these provinces. These Councils, all the individuals 
ill one having seats in the other, and may form a mao 
jority of its quorum, blend together the Executive and 
Legislative powers, which is the climax of despotism. 
Then again, judges aud ecclesiastics are allowed 
seats in these Councils. 1n this Plovince, and it i~ 

well neH the same in the lower, the Chief Justice is 
speaker of "one and an Archdeacon is president of the 
other. When it is bo:-ne in mind the Executive 
COllncil, which in tbe lower province is the Court of 
Appeah, the l;ighest Court of judicature in the coun­
try, has the power to advise the appointment of judg-

_ es, commissioners of peace, shenffs, peace clerks, coro. 
ners,and other5,not only the judges take an active part 
in enacting laws which they wiU have to exp'H.ind and 

-" execule,uut the whole judicial power and patronage are 
in the hands of men who maymake a majority of a 
quorum in one bl'anch oi tire legislature. Is this con­

"ititutional{Thele isa maxim laid dOVln by DeLolme wl.o 



;~'cll U:1Il'.-Lt!)Od the Eng!ish eon.lituliull "lhaf t!tC jud{" 
t:ial <tulhoril), ought never [0 resiLle .in un independent 
body; ~till les:' ill bien v,lIo is the trustee of the e!Cecu· 
ti,'c po,n,r." Are the cx~cutive cuullcil the trustee'or 
fhe Lxecu:ivc power? A~e they an independent body? 
To whom are lhey re;;ponsibJe a,nd ill whum do the 
juo1icLll ~uthe-Jily lc;;ide if !Jot directlv or indirectly ill­
Ih'}',1? iUcl!, Urus pus~J.;ssillg the judicial power and 
p::rronag:e, ute alJoweu to carry both with them iuto 
tine [) ~:li<:h of the legislature. \\TlJ'tt more is wanteU 
10 Cclp tlle c!im:ix of !)'p.nny and ue~pori311l? Gh0 
this e.\tculive power to eccle,iastics! TllOugh in tl.a 
e~rly ages of the Chri"tian church the b:shops 
"'ere elcctfd by the peol'le aoJ the cI.:rgy hau no secu­
I;:.r C:1rc~ to ellgage their thoughts and attentions, it i.! 
now llccc3~dry"in this euJigblt!lJul ag~, tlJill an a,~ch­
,:eaeoll ,hould adminIt'ter our government, should ul'e:;d 
lClllpOriJ.! \', i{is sp:ritual concerns, s!.oulu be both exc_ 

eutive a:J legis:ati\-e councillor, and from the servant of 
{he church anu the peop~e become tbe l"ru aml ruler 
li:eru,f, for t!,C giN)' of God aDd the salyation vf mOil. 
Tilt:! 3!,;airi, w Ira! are the other men ,,-ho compose tLe,e 

cuune;!,< but placl!l11en ilne! officc-hohll-r; and servants 
",ftb" Fl'[Jle? Are they !i't most fitunu proper pel'son& 
to !Jll~,e bws? For .»-IJOfll will tbey legislate but lor 

tiJem<e1n;s, for their (\\ n interests, for tbeil' own ag­
gralluizem~ut, at lite espense of the people, wbo ha\'c' 

no check or cOlltro! o"cr thern? \Yheuce is their all­

tholily [('I' their ellormous ~alariel:l? ~\,hence the 
~l.lur(Je of Llteir puhli;: pl.umler, it] land, and money? 
Tile people or their ft'prescn:ulivea? Did lh!''y cvu­
!>ellt lhe~e mcc 81;uultl divide anIcDg thelllSclv(;s the 
;,normOU3 s:.:m,; 1 ex:,G5ul in my LIst letter? DIU Liley 
(,,'Dsen! tint l;:~;c D,tH .. huuJe! appopriate to t~cnl­

.( h "b and fclmilj' from or;€ thousand to /i1'C an'd twc'lty 
r'):)u"all,i flC;'C" (I;' n ild 1 .1 r:;\ 6 ? J..;ut li,c-;~ men [Ire not 
\~c ~er""il\:! uf' ,ilu people, they are !ire t.l rar.ls, the 
b n1;;, dw E'JO,; lIf ttlC pcol'!tl! i;ow lilen llu.·, n !!nd 
j L.!,:<' ::;:..:i: ~d.:'-.o.:l (1;\ 'JlJf :)(~I."~:: (;f w.;I:.Lii.1 ~i,cn, ~ 'rL(,: 
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:a re HO't, corru"pt, though tneir Lags a~:e· u-urdlillg 'w;,itt 
~lllbEc plunuer; tl.ey arc not unpcpular, though they 
~lre pronouncetl by the press;and the people a nuisance; 
they. are not ,Guiou~, for B.-irons ](AC tymnte and will 
be slaves; nor are til",y factious though they ,}fe ann:'­
en continually against tbepeto'pIe, their ri<!iJts, Jib81ti·es, 
.aml privileges. Against son;e p?pubr measures ;t has 
been ~houiht el13ugh .to pronounce them uLl-Engli~h or 
anti-British, L'lt who wIll dare to say that the consti­
lnlLoil and wOlkir.g of the C.~CClltl"'l lLud legi~latiu 

.councjl~ is English or is Briti~h? ,rho will dare to 
say tlJa,t Lifaliou5 body bears any analogy "ith nuy 
consti·tutedbady ill Britain? The Scol(':' and lrieu 
Ileers are elective; the Englisll peers a'c heretlitary; 
but this Lifarious Lady ar~ life legislators appointed by 
themselves in tho name of the CrowLl. Excepting the 
lJi"hops, formerly elected by the.peoplc, sl1ch crealurl';; 
are altogether unknown in the motber country and they 
l,ave always died miDerably in ,hercoloLlies. That syt>­
tem is too debasir.g whic!l estimates a man by the qUll­
itu::s of his ancestor~ ; heDce \V,e deem it more politie!o 
£Iign!fy the pOOl' anu ,the uL6cu1'e; and to prevent vi.rtu-
4jUS enlulation, to lledge Ulem rountl wilh LCl,rriers im­
passiLlo _hy the rC5t of the community. Enu'u.t tl;.e 
public wealth in the- hands ofsucb men and willtl&y 
not m'll,e good use of it? 

N olbing is more cooduciye to the pros,peritJ, the 
intelligtnce, the seculity, the peace, and the happinelll 
.of a: cowny tJlan the disposal of waste land for the reo. 
mOllal bf people, for the greatest pl'ogress of coloniz3-
1;on. The e:;eClJtive c{)uDcil have the management, Of 

lalher mIsmanagement, of a ,very large portion of all 
1he wild lands of the country, t.o the-great detriment of 
its settlement and the great nuisance of the 'people. 
The elements of coloniz:ttion are wild ! .. nd and the ie.­
man! of people. If there were no wild land, DO pro­
pIe would remove; if no people would remove, wild 
J;nd will be valueless. WlIe:J wild land become., 

'priYJlI~ property it ~.eases .lo be ~ij eJ!lm~nt ,of cplol,liJ..~-



18 

tiOIl; a.nd the motive {or settling wild land, the pros­
pect of obtaining a property in-the laml on the easiest 
lIossible terms, is removed. I t is, therefore, a rule in 
~, - art of colonization, that those having power over 
wild land and seek 10 promote the removal of people. 
!hould never diminish that power by the disposal of 
wild land, except for the removal of pepple for the 
greatest progress of colonization. No doubt the exe· 
cutive councils and tbeiradherents, ever boasting their 
anxiety to pIOmote immigration to these province!'!, have 
strictly observed tbis or like rule. It will however be 
found that these men have destroyed as much as they 
possibly could of the primary element of colonization, 
by getting to themselves the largest possible quantity 
of wild land for nothing or as bribes, which, being 10. 
cated throughout the country, that it may rise in value 
by the adjoining hinds becoming settled, and thus ta');iog­
the labor of the settler, enhancing the price of wild 
land 3.t the expense of the immigrant, and destroying 
the motive for removing to waste land, dispe-rses the 
colonists over a vast wild ,and uncultivated tract, and 
thus prevents a combination oflabor and an accumula_ 
tion of capital, renders them inaccessible to a mar. 
ket; deprives them of mutual aid and' support and 
many of the necessaries of life, and obstructs 
their moral, religious, and intellectual improvement. 
Not to notice the one·seventh of the wild lands, the 
whole of which a political chUIch is ready to swallow 
up '; nor of another sev,enth reserved to the Cruwn, the 
alledged proprietor of aT!, both_ of which reserves are 
in the midst of lanns become private> and improving 
property; and both of which, for a long time, like the 
dog in the manger, they would neither use themselvelJ 
nor permit anyone else to use; unconditional grantll 
of vast tracts have been made to anyone who could 
find favor with tbe executive council, or Governor, or 
minister ofthe day; and grants of ~maller tracts, "With 
or without cQnditions, to disbanded soldiers, navy and 
arm-y pen5ionera, plluper immigrantt, anu to other; aht~ 
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or unable, willing or unwilling, to use lhaproperty i 
and without law, without system,arid without check 
or control of the people, their property has been lavish­
ed wi'th the greatest prolusion, rendered insecure by 
unknown claimants, and the primary element o~ coloni­
zation, so essential to their present and future prosperity 
and happiness, has been wan ton1y wasted and destroyed. 
It may be now said that this maladministration of tbe 
wild limds has partly ceased; but are Dot its effects 
still felt 1 And more than that, the profusion of the 
executive formerly and its caution now must have an 
opposite ten-dency; and if its caution tend~ to increase 
immigration, and, as increasing, to decrease the pro­
portion between the people and the land open to cultiva­
tion; and consequently lessen the proportion ;"hich 
laud should bear to people so as to produce the highest 
profits and wages, which should he tne immediate ob­
ject of a colonizing government in exerting its power 
over wild lands. Thus the executive ,,-ouncH, and 
adherents, by swallowing up the wild lands, h_ave not 
only destroyed a large quantity of the primary element 
of colonizali.Jn, but, by lowering high profits and 
wages, have weakened tbe strongest stimulus to immi­
gration. What would be the use of their wild lands 
without cheap labor to cultivate them? They are the 
friends of immigration; but why? That the immigrant 
may huyor work their lands which they obtained for 
nothing; to make. the immigrant their servant, serf, or 
slave. He goes, in consequence to the Stales; where 
-profits and wages are high, and where land is cheap, 
plenty, and disposed of systematically by law. 

At the conclusion of my last letter I showed that in 
Lower Canada no less than 141 bills, in nine years. 
passed by the House of Assembly had been rejected by 
the Legislative Council, which likewise 80 amended· 
about 70 otl\cra, in the same period, as to cause their 
rejection by the Assembly. ~uri.l;I~ ~~e~v,e'years, in 
this province, 195 bills have ptf'il~ rt:jected oytbll ~is. 
gisla.tive Council, which have'llmended between ~"'Dty 
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a~d thirty fi'l()rt!lO liS to be rejec-tet.! by the Assemb·IJ. 
Of ninetytwo bills originating in the legislatl1re ofD pper 
Canada the la.st session, \hirty-four passed by the 
Assembly were rejected by the Legislative Council, 
whose amendments'of two others .cau~ed them to be 
rejected by the Assembly; eight passed by the Council 
were rejected by thcAssembly; and five passed hy botl1 
houses were reserved for the signification of his 1\lajeSl­
ty's pleasure, that is', were obstructed by the executive 
council a portion of the legislative council. Thus ou t 
of 92 measures, forty-nine were obstructed in their 
passage, of which many were essentially necessary for 
the good government of the people. Taking an aver­
age of len years, and both provinces, full twenty mea.­
lIures of a public 'nature, passed by the replesentalives 
of the people, in countries in which seldom more 
than fifty or sixty meaSllres are brought forward, have 
been destroyed by the obstructive character of our 
Legislative Councils. They afford an admirable sys­
tem of checks-to legislation, never before practised by 
any government. A useful measure is passed by some 
thlee score of the representatives of the people; it ii 
forced by the pres~ure withou t through a Council of a 
score individuals; a half dozen of whom in another 
council is compelled to pass it; aDd lastly, a single: 
wisdom' box three thousand miles uff rejects it in the 
name oC the Crown. _ Tbis is legislation by a colonial 
independent parliament. In conclusion, it is vain to 
force upon us the blighting principles of aristocracy; -
in every colony in which they have been introduced, 
immediately their effects were felt and the people were 
sufficiently numerous and~trong enough they have eVel' 
been successfully resisted and ultimately E-haken off. 

Tremain, 
Your humble servant. 

L\N EAST A~GLIAN. 



LETTER Ill. 

To the People of the Canadas and Brii'isli. 
No,ttlt Amen·ca. 

"The s)"noJs and councils formed ::;7 the clergy affoTdpd the 
fir~~ pat lOrn of electiyc and rrpresentative 3s,;emblies. 
~h,ch ~vere adopted by the independent genius of the 
Gel'DlaTIlC rac ,and WHICH BHNti l'HESEHVED }'OR 
lilA!';): AGr.S BY g~GLAN d, l'ROMISro; IN THE NINE­
'rE~_NTH CENTlJRY TO SPREAD OVER A Lf,RGE 
PORTION OF MANKIND."-Sir J. Macintosh'. Hist. 
r:ngl.md. 

FRTENDS AND FELLOWCOUNTRYMEN. 

In my 6rst communicution I have endeavored to 
show and fiatter myself I have shown to your. entire 
satislachon und cOI.viction that if the Canadian Con­
stitution be an eXfict model or "the vcry image and 
trunscript" of the English COllstitutioll in theury the 
Canadian COllstitution is not nor cannot be, the same 
in pracfjse ; and if it be not an exact model or "the 
very image and transcript," the theory of the Canadian 
Constitution is not now in practise. My seeond letter, 
I trust, established beyond a doubt, that the Lcgislalive 
Council, one branch of oUT'Legislature, is tyrannical • 

.J1neonstitutional, corrupt, anti-British, unpopular, 
, odious. fa~tious, and obstr:uctive of colonization 

and usefullegisJation. If these propositions ale proved 
you must clearly perceive / the consequence. which 
is loudly demanded by a, very large majority of 
the people of thl) Canadas and by numerous bodies in 
other British colonies. There are it is true some 

. difference of opimon as to the precise nature of 
the cbR.nge, hut all a1'e :Jgreed that some change must 
lalle,plllce in the constitution of our Legislative CQ.uu-



cil j. which; I am of opinion with very many otbera. 
should be made ELECTIVE. I will therefore now prove 
that the elective principle has been at different periods 
applied to constitute all the several branches of the 
English legislature; and I.""':That the kings of Eng­
land before and after the conquest were elected. IT.­
That a portion of the House of Peers has been frpm 
tillle immemorial to this day elected. Hr.-That the 
House of Commons is and has ever been elected. This 
elective principle is theb;rthright of Englishmen and 
al\ within the pale of the English constitution. It is' 
lecogni5ed by their most ancient laws; it was again 
confirmed at the passage uf the Reform bill, and again 
at the passage of the Municipal Reform bill. 

I shall not put any stress on the first proposition that 
the kings of England before and after the conquest 
were elected; but will give the proof and will add 
Paley's opinion on an elective monarchy. We perceive 
by the quotation at the head of this letter from that 
eminent historian, Sir J. Mackintosh, that the elective 
principle was very early adopted by the German nations. 
Their princes had no other title to their power but their 
free election by the people. Their conquests in Gaul, 
introduced the same principle into France, where, 
during the two first l'aces ofits kings, the monarch walil 
elective. Shortly after the arr:val of the Saxons in 
England, about A. D. 449, the kini;dom was divided 
into seven parts or principalities, in each of which 
were a king and commun.e conci1ium or parliament; and 
a gen~ral 'l.Ssembly which deliberated on the common 
affairs of the whole heptarchy. There is evidence that 
the puliament of each principality had not only the 
power to elect their king but Some instances are 
recorded in which they deposed him. Henry of Hun­
tingdon,an early historian, records the fact that "King 
Sigebert, growing incorrigible, the great men and the 
people assembled together in the beginning of t1!..e 
8econd year of his l'eign, and deposed him with unani­
mom roment." History testifies that the great Alfred 
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was elected king as well as several of his successor!!. 
NOlwithstanding the Norman.conqueror was arr heredi. 
tary eQvel'eign, at the head of a victorious army, and a 
conquered but.a brave and warlike nation was at hi, 
feet and their government subverted, yet we have the 
authority of our best iJistorilns, that when William J. 
was ~rowned in Westminster Abbey A. D. 1066, he had 
sufficient respect of their rights and long established 
customs as to require" some of that appearance of 
assent from the people, if not ELECTION by them, which 
aTe still vainly affected in such solemnities." Whoevel' 
has witnessed a !3ritish sovereign proclaimed must well 
know-that this right of election by the people is still 
admitted in the .hape of ceremony and a raree-show. 
In the charter ot Stephen, he r.epresents himself 'is 

"being by the grace of (rOD and ihe consent of the 
clergy and people, elgcted king of England, &c" The 
coronation of John, who signed magna charla, was 
remarkable and I think must be admitted as conclusive 
proof. He was crowned at Westminster on the 23rd 
.May, 1199, "after a speech from Archbishop Hubert, 
in which he announced to the audience that John waa 
elected king, and !:lid it down as a known priuciple, Ibat 

no one could be entitled hi any previous circum~tance 
to succeed to the crown, unless he w~s chosen to be 
king by the body of the nation (ab universUal~ regni 
ELECTUS) according to the examples of Saul and David. 
John, says lYIatthew Paris, aEsented, and the persons 
present cried uut "Long live the ,king!" This speech 
of the Bishop in which he lays down as well known the 
principle for which I contend, must he admitted as 
decisive proof of my first proposition, Now we will 
hear what Paley has to say respecting an elective mOli· 
archy ;-" An hereditary monarchy is universally to be 
preferred to an elective monarchy, The confession of 
every writer on the subject of civil government, the 
experience of ages, the example of Poland and of the 
papal dominions, seem to place this amongst the few 
indubit~ble maxims w hit:h the scienceof politic3 admH~ 



tlf. A crown is too !plentliu a prill/! to be conferied 

llpon mail: th.cp.is~ions 01' intf:reslsof the ejectors 
exclude all ~onsideration oi {be qlJalities of the compe­
titors. * 'I: Nor shoulcJ it be forgollen, amongqt 

tbe ad\'antages of an I ereditary monarchy, that, as 
plaus of national imprO\'emcnt and refurmare.seldom 

hrought to maturity by the e.xe! lions of a sillgle reign,' 
a nation caunot attain to the uegree of pro.perity and 

hal'pine-s to which it is capubJe of heing c:JniC'J, unless 

an unif(JI[nity oi c,)ullsels, a consiste~cy of puhlic· 
measures and designs, be contiuued tbough a succession. 

of a~es." 

H.-Thata portion of the House of Peers has been 

from timp. imOiemotial to t !Jis day elected. Accordin~ 

to Sir J. Macintosh, as above quoted, "The ~ynods an'! 

council, of the clergy afflJraed the fir~t palteru [Ilat has 

been preserved for lTIany ages by England, of elective 
and rrpf!s2lltalive assemLlief'." De Lo]me tcll~ llB 

"the assen:bly of the c1ergyi!; formed in Engluf,d on Ille 

model orllle parliafTlenl ; the hi,;hops form the Vpper 

House; t!Je deputies from the tliOC"H~~ anti from Ihe 

seveml c:laplers form the Lower Hou~(;. li;e a~sent Lf 
the king is likewise necessary to tl,e valitlit.r of tbe ads 
or canons; and tbe king can prorogue, o'r dissolve tbe 

convocatic.'n." Tbus we percc;ive tbe assemblies of tbe 

clergy afforded the pattern of Ihe Eng'Jish h'gislature. 
I sh~lJ now show that tire hishops who nat only forrlled 

the Fpper I·louse of tbeir convocation, uut according 

to our modern peers, a portion of tile Upper House of 

tLe Englisb legislature, -,cere ehcled by the propZe aud 

the conseut . cf the clergy is recited in the ancient 

Jaws as necessary to their validIty. I \~ave all di,;cu~­
sion 011 allcient church gove,nment and the tlislinctio~ 
between bi.'hop3 <lna presbyter.,: which have been the 

subjects of much contruversy. The ancient fathers of 

tho church tell us it belonged to the people to choose 
worthy pastors and to refuse tho unworthy., Bishops 

,:q~~ a1 f.lrSt appointed b) tho w!lole cOIl~'n'~atiol1. 



eOJ1sisting of clergy allll laily, as tht'y were ati.erwardEl 
c;lIed.' The people in the wesl pref'erved this ri~-ht of 
cliusing!their /"ishop~ tili ufter t!n reign of Cbrle­
maig-lJe and his' SOilS ; and c\'en to thi::; day LislioFs 
ure elcctcd though the choice is directed by the king. 
Were any proof' n'quircd that tbese lords spiritlld 
were elected, llJe vury fir~t articles of magna chci'/({, 

wnnld' amply UffiHd it, Tl,is lasting- foundation of 
British liberty declares at its very bogiunillg that tLa 
freedom of elpctiol1 was sec-ured to the ckrgy; und tho 
.fortHcr charter of the king was coufirmtd, by ""hieh 

thCl nccessity ofa royal cl1nge~d'elire and confirmation 
was superseded. That these spiritual politioians and 
fighting barons have had a hand in framing English 
laws from limo irn!ll~moriill I presulTle wJ!! nol UO 
disputed. I shall, however, cite a passage or two i!-OUl 

Illlcient tal"s. In one of tho mo~t ancient extant, 
Etlwlwo]f":s c:h:lrter oftilbes, wasgrnnted ol'course "by 
the a<1l'ico oC my Li3 IW?S al:d otber clJit,r IIlOII of my 
kingdom." The folluwir:g is from Dr. \Vi!kiiJs; 

translation of S:J.XOll l::tws :-"Wibtred, the I.ir:g or 
Canterbury, in the filth yeil)' of hi~ reign and tbe ::til:' II 
ILly.of AU,7ust, in a plaCe called Brrg-lJamstyde, gllth­
crcd tho principal pee pic to c()ullcil ; thcrewcre LiH're 
all the clrJ,q;,u aud the Il3rdfu/k. where tl:e chict" al.d 
tbe congregation estllblish,~J tbese luw3," Otlyr Id,c 
n~tract~ could Le given but 1 "lJull cOI![(,nl Ir:Jm:r ~.'y 
re!r'rrin,~ to Stephrm's cha~ter above Cited ill which Lt; 
tieseribt's himself />6" being bj· t!w grace of God •• ,nd 
1he consent or lLwclergy an:.l peoplc elected killg (If 
El'gland," &c. as weil as ot!1l'r ancient Jaws :!lH.l t:Lar­
t·m". Be assured this Joctri.lC will be di,pu(l d by LO 

ilishr,p, notWIthstanding tbe a]'s,,,'ui! y ill politics D>I 
v~~el! a~tin reJiginll of"nJflJitting bi::hcps to leMis!atc 0:1 
IClIlpr:'J'lJ uff,\irs ill the lli:use c,C Lords. l{ccciv:ng' 

tlwir prefermellt Iro111 :t court n nd havin;[ E'LlrtLer ex' 
peclationG from it, blsLops wiH be generally jf] I i.e 
ht,.ret 1)(' (I,e ti'.JUrt !lnd oFpnsrd (0 Illl' illten:~ts oi" 
lhG I"""ji!e.· Uuw,,\'cr it is ~tic:;i' I''''} \Ycn; It 11CICI~\!y 
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elected by the people j and whether the ancient peer. 

age WIlS or was not like the modern, or whether the 

House of Peers was or wasnot distinct from the lIouse 

of Commons ; a portion ofihe members of the former 

was cOil~tituted by the" elective principle." , 

But one of the strongest proofs that can be required 
of the extensive application at this principle to Brit· 
ish institutions is that at the union ofEnglan<:\ with 
Scotland, the Scotch lords were empowered by the 
act of u n io n every ne w parliament tl3 elect sixteen of 
their own body to repre~8nt the whole in the English 
House of Lord~. As if determined that this elective 
principle should not be wanted in our glorious consti. 
tution, at thO! union of Great Britain wi1h)reland 
the Irish Peers were ,empowered to elect twenty four, 
who sot during their lives, to represent the whole 
Peerage in the English House 01 Lords. Even the 
hereditary portion of the House of Lords. is now 
aflsaiJed by public opinion. Members of the House 
ofColllmollB have come forward and, in their places, 
given notice of motions which will be made nex t 
session affecting the constitution of (hat Honorable 
House. The popular member for all Ireland, O·Con. 
nel, gave notice that he should, next session of flarlin~ 
ment, move for the appointment ot a select comrmttec 

';LO inquire and report wbether it be necessary for.the 
maintenance of the rights and liberties of the people of 
Great Britain and Ire\>l.nd, that the principlttof repre­
sentation shall be introduced into the atller HoulOe of 
Parliamont." Here is one of the best lawyers ane most. 
enlightened statesmen of the'age proposing to extend 
the principle of election and representation through the 

w hole of the second branch of the imperial legislature, 

whic-h ha" all the magic of dignity ana t lie advantage of 
persunal honors, hereditary titles, landed estates, and 
all that is essential to constitute an aristocracv. If it 
be necessary for the maintenance of the ri~'hts and 
liberties of tbe p00ple of England and Irclaud, to 



.1utToduce the elective B.nd repTe3~ntati"e principle Int'l 
. this noble. Illlcient, and illustrious house of parliament, 

how much more,-I say, how much more-mllst it be 

necessary fol' the maintenance of th0 rights :lnd privi. 
leges of the people I)f British North America, to intra. 
dace the' elective and representative principle in the 
lIecond branch oi ollr legislature, the Legislative Coun· 
cil ; which, instead of po~ses8ing all the magic or 
dignity: the 'ld~antage of personal honors and hereditary 

(itle~, land"d estates, and a 1\ that is essential to consti· 
tute an aristocracy, I have proved, is ty~annical, l1n~ 

constitutional. corrupt, anti·l:lritish, unpopulJr, odious, 
t~clious, aud ou;lrGctive of colonization. amI useful - , 
legislatwn. ::. presume it will now be_admitted that 

'he "eiective principle" constitutes a large portion of' 
even the seCQr-I(\ baneh of the English legislature. 
nut in' which branch shall we find the principle uy 
which our Legislative Coune ils are .::onslitnted? A 
more unconstitutional--a more anti. British principle 

Can nut be founr!. No l.o)'a\ Englishman would e\'er 
lend IlS to seek it in revolutionary France! No free­
born Brit<ln ever intenderlthat prillciple. bad as it is, 

.hould have heen worked with snch scandaloUi, cor­

rupt, and despotic matt:!rial5 of, which our Lee;islative 
Councils are composed. Did Pitt intend to put be­
nedth the no,es of free,HI'itish subjects a nuisance that 
disgusted and disgusts so many !1ritish colonies? Did 
.Fox, wl.tile he contendeJ these Councils shonld be made 
elective, consent that flee British su·;"jects should be 
governed by a nest of.ignoble, bigotted, ignorant, l'au­
per tyrants? 

nI.-I presume it requires no proof that the house or 
Commons is and has been elected. The pls3age of tlte 
Reform hill was bllt another triumph of the "elective 

. principle ;" aud thi~ same sound constituti(1Ual principle 
basbeeu applied to M.unicipal Corporation~, by whi.(~h 
they were anciently constituted. When these boroughs 
were enfranc hiseJ;in lhe ('.leclion of municipal officeu. 
the lift "'as lIut for tile exclosive enjormel1t of & fe .. '. 



}"II t,hH ilJh..luitn.nl~ coileClivdy exelci,e,l LiJe f.ollchillt!. 
'j ilig i~ evident ·irom n;3.ny cbarters. In the charter 

of Urt:al Yarmouth, grauted by Juhn, it is stated Ihat 
"!IC gave lhe franchise to the inhabitants collectively 
in fee absulute." Yet, notwithstanding it has a popu­
L.,tllJlJ of 20.000 illhabitants, il has not within its walla 
m'Htl than 500 burgesstls. In Magna Charta it h thul 
ufI!ltlrs·l.oau, wheu the king after d-cciaring that "the 

t:i;y 01 Louuon shall have all the old liberties and CIlI­

toms thal it used to have," adtls, "moreover we wi·11 

Ilndgrant that all other cilies, horoughs, towns', and tbti 
barous of the cinque port3 shall have aJ.J their 1iberlielJ 
RIl:1 f,ee cu~toms." Thus it did not -grant ally new' 
privileges Lut was only declaratory of ancient rights a. 
Ihe petition of Charles I. The Crown was at tlte time 
oj Ed. II 1. po~sessed of revenues which made applica­
tion III the people Tor money unless upon extraordmary 
emilrg~ncies unnecessary; it therefore plainl)' appears 
that red.·(ss oj gri(·va7lus. making salutary laws for the 

j!!J'.;d urIbe cummunity, and pre"erving Ihe llberlies of 
the people by supporting a due balance between filS 

po"er of the Crown and the rights of the subject W8I 

lile main ends of clllhng of parliaments. In this pm­
"i [lce, the passage of the Township Officer's bill \Na~ It 

trill:nph ul the "elective principie," and is a "edge 
llll'le bluck of corruptiun. A due and right exercise' 
of tids principle in tile election oftownship OffiCNS will 
j)i/,ve the way for its more extensive Ilvplication. 1 mean 
·~U declive LegislutiL'e Council and have no intention 
to conc"al w hat I mean. J believe it to be I he onl, 
"O~l,tilulional reform-the only trlle British principle 
tt. n I can be applted 10 our Legi5lalive. Council to ensure 
l\1l' wei.f;.:.re a od good govemillent of theso fine provillci~. 

1 nl.Jain, 

Yonl'lmlllbJe sen-,wt, 

,\:\ EA;-;T ;\~(~L)A:'>i. 



LETTER LV; 

To. the People of t.he Canadas and B}'i'i,~jt 

North America . 

.. The cQ'lonists and their children ·shall enjoy 'tlie same 
Uberties and privileges in the American settlements ao if 

,th!".y ha<!. bt en born in England. "-Firot charteJ of Virginia. 

rf'nII!.NDS ·ANn F--£LLO'WCOUNTRVME.roI, 

This is tlie·l.atlgllag; nf the ,first; charter granted to 
.an English colo~y by a king of EQgland·and. tlii. 'pro­

. ,vision occurs in almost all the colon.ial ebarters. H~­

lore I enqilire . wl;~t were these liberties and privileges 
enjoyed by Engli~hmen, in their first colollies. it may 
be well to state what were 'the liberti,es and pl'ivilegf5 
~equireu by some oftbe most enlightened British mte~­
men in a colonial chartel', but a short period sioce' 
l'he charter of the 'projected SO,ulh A.ustralian Land 
.Gpmpall.Y so\!gbt from the Crown the freedom of trade; 
.local ~ selt-government by elective and representative 
institutions; and the appropriation of the reveoue~ 
derived from the sale of th"ir ~ild lands to the pur­
poses of colonization. Let us now see what were the 

liberties and privileges granted to English. coloDie;j by 

!heir ancient charters. I mean e~Fecially to .slipw th~l 
~he elective ,p~inci,pl; ha:a I.II~en applied to con~titute aU 
J~~ se,veril1 brapches of 8o."1e of the old coloniallegisl:L­
.lures. 

At \he first settlement of ViI'ginia, its supr~me go\,­
:iirQUI\lut was vested in a bOBrtll'esident in England a»r). 



80 
jts subordinate jurisdiction devolved on a coloDi:!l 
(ounr il iljd~bt€d to the appointment and subject to .the 
instruLlions of tile king. This arbitrary system con­
tinued but a lew years; for Sir G. Yeardlry declared 
bis intention to re·instate thecolonists in full )Jos~e,;si£ln 
cf the privileges of Eng'lishn,en; and. ill 1619. the 
firstlegi.-Iative body of Europ~[Ins that Alllerica eHI"" 
produced, consisting of the uovernor, the COllncil, and 
Bllrgt's,e~, tle.:ted Ily the seven exi,tiug boroughs, 
a.sen,bl~cl in one apartment at Jame~ Town. 'J hus 
early was planftd;n America that elecfin: and repre. 
6entati,·e.sy~telll that forms the soundest pr)1itical flame 

in which libelfy .... as I:!ver embodicd,-and the safest and 
most effi~itnt organ by wl.ich its energies are exerc·:';;ed 
and Ilevelopetl. The go\'ernmentof both the colonies 

. of New York and Vlr~illia has been called fe9dal 
aristocracies. They were the most d('~polic form of 
government of all tl;e American colonies and to \\hich 
ours bear the nearest re~emblance. Jdrelson. I[lte 
President of the U niled States, ill hi~ rem:uks 00 the 
constitution of his nati\'e.state '-of Virginil, says "All 
the po\\ers of go~elnment, legislathe, executive, and 
judiciary results to the legislative body. The concen­
trating these in the same hands is. precisely the chjini­
liurl of a despotic gfl'l"tJl'nment." Have J not shewn that 
a\l tht-se po\\ers are Cdncentrated in the hands of OUf 

Legislative Council,? Jcffelson far: he.. says, " ~ 
government SiIOUld not only be founded on ft',:e prin­
ciples, bill the powels of government shoulrl be so 
didded and balanced amorig several bodies of 'mapis~ 

o I 

tracy ~s that no onE could trnn5cend their Jegal limits 
witl!out Leing effectually checked and re~tlainE-d hy tile 
others." Are not the powels of government thus diVIded­

and balanced by the Engli:;;h constitutil'n? Are they 
by the Canadian constitution? By this, io practise at 
least, these powers are divided; but the Legi~lative 
CouDcil has not weight, nor lal('ol, nor wealth, nor 

lllrengeh SUfficient to £J)sure respect 10 its resolutions' 
and, instead of He balancin, with the Qtb,r powers, 'i~ 
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is a clumsy mllke ~.ejght t~ one and someth1tlg; 
m.Jre than "an effectual check and restraint" to the 
other. The C"anadian legislature is divided but not 

ba~aDccd; it is cut up into parties among whom there 
can be ll~ harmony; produces actual llnd violent 
oppo~itions among the people, and weakens the naturd 
furces of thll couDtry. 

l\hss;;c!!USelts Bay h!ld an approximation to the 
complex government of the mother country. The 
5uplemeh'gi.lative body at first was compostd of all 
the freemen who Wer-e members of lhe church; but 
after 16:39 aHou~e of RepresentativEls was established· 
'lhe EXt!culive )ower was c6mllliIted to a Governor» 
WilD, wilh a Council, w('Ie annualJy dec ted by tha 
rnembns of the legislative Assembly. The appoinlment 
of .Governor, nol merely in Massachusetts. Bay, but in 
Conneclicut, Hhod~ island, Virginia •. Pennsylvania,at.d 
Maryluhd, wa. vested in the.colonists,by their chiHlers. 
This is one slep beyond what is wished for or wanted 
by th~ colonj,;ls orBrilish North America. They l!o.k 
a Council to be I:!leclcd by a constituency in the co.un­
try, and we perceive that .. Masslchusetts, Dot ouly 
el~ctl::d such a council, IIUt the Governor alsu. ·U this 
was the pi ivllege of l:nglishmen durjog the reigns of 
their mostdespntic kings in lhe ;;eventeeptlJ century. 
\\-hat has tlepriv~d lhem of this privilege and why Dlay 
they 1I0t exercise it in thi~ liberdl and enlightened. age 1 

Shalll now torn to the coloniei' .of Connecticut.and 
Rhodt: lsJaud', or were their go\·ernments.too denloclotic 
for the nice stomachs ofarislocmtic. Englishmen? :rhe~Q 
colouies not only anuua By elected. their gov.eruor. h\ll 
th~lr council. Every power, as weU deliberate as 
active \va~ investe4· in tile freemen of .. the corporatioa 
vr their representalives; while the executive ~oL the 
empire.was excluded from every coostitlltionaJ means 
ofillterposi1ioD or cOlJtrul. W·er-c such a democl:at·ic 
govl:!rnment...sought by Cal1adians, their i!;DOble and 
pauper ar'istocracy' might with rr:ore show of reasom 
\lr~e that ,ele~tive insLitulioll~. would" diis~lve thelbonll 
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- 'f)t ~onnection between these colonies and the ttrbthllr 
country. With various forms of local gOlTernment, it 
·could nol be their institutio!ls that _ violently separated 
tbe colonies, now a portion of the United States, from 
the mother country; it was the d-isgraceful attempt of 
her corrupt and tyrannic .oligarchy to subvert their 
fl'ee, elective, and representative institutions aod to 
infringe on the coastitutionalliberties and privileges of 
Briti&h subjects. 

J\.laryland, like the other proprietary governments. 
may be said to have been an heredi~ary monarchy in 
miniature. Lord Baltimore, son oJ Sir George Calve.t, 
Secretary of State to James I, obtained a charter from 
Charles I, w.hich, saving the allegiance and sovereignty 
due to the Crown, ereated him the absolute proprietor 
of Maryland, and vested the absolute government of it 
in his family. The first assembly of this colony con­
si&ted of the whole body of freemen; but when the 
population had increased, a representative body elected 
by the freemen was constituted. A Council of twelve 
persons, somewhat similar to our executife cou neil. 
was appointed by the proprietor. Lord Baltimore, a 
_Roman Catholic, gave freedom and protection to every 
sect oi Christians, I:mt special priv.ileges to none; and 
the catholic planters of Maryland procured thelf adop.ted 
country the distinguished praise of being the first of the 
American colonies in which religious toleration was 
established by law. Efforts were made 10 thrust down 
the throats of these Cfltholics a Church of England; 
and when this Church of England was declared to be 
the established ecclesiastical con~titution of the State. 
the political equality of religious sects~ was subverted 
and the universal toleration of every form of Christia!1 
worship was abolished! For what purposes have 
religious bodies been bought up with bribes from th& 
casual and territorial revenues in these provinces ~ 
Read the history of Maryland. 

The Carolinas were conferred by CbarlesII, on some 
of his insatiable courtiers, among whom were Lord, 
Clarendon. the Earl of Shaftesbury, and others. By 
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'tbeir charter they were allowed to creafe an order of 
nobility, by conferring titles of honor, bt;lt differing in 
.tyle, from those used in England. At first a council 

- -of twelve, to advise the Governor, was constituted; 
'the hiM of which was appointed hy the Governor and 

-'the.1)ther six were chosen by the assembly, annually 
dected by the freeholders. - So smitten were tbese 
noble courtiers with their own order, dignity, and the 
distinctions and decorations of aristocracy, that the 

- 'celebrated Lord Shaftsbury was unanimousiJ selected 
'by his-colleagues to frame a constitution which gave 
birth to that memorable instrument that bears tile name 
of "the f'lndamental constitutions of Carolina." Thi3 
instrumeat is now recognised as the cornpos!tion of the 
illustrious philosopher, J obn Locke, "in whose genius 
and talents, his friend Shaftesbul'y entert~ined implicit 
confidence. By the complicated machinery of this 
instrument, the land of the province was efected into 
seigniories. baronies, counties, &c" and was divided 
_into five parts, one of whIch was assigned to tbe 
proprietors, another to th-e nobility, and the remaining 
tbree parts to the people. Two classes of heleciital'Y 
nobIlity was created, under the titles of landgraves 
and caciques, with unalienable and indivisible posses­
sions according to their dignity, Besides which there 
were to be officers of state, such as chamberlain. 
chancellor, high st~ward, &c. &c. 

In a young colony a slaW of things mupt exist totally 

incompatible wi~h the avocations of official dignitaries 

and the splendid idleness of an order of nobility. The 
colonists of Caroli[la were conseq uently constrained 
\0 declare it was impossible to execute the grand mo­
-del; but willing to give it a fair trial, five persons 
were appointed by lhe proprietors, and five others were 

- ~ected by the freeholders to form a Council, whicb, 
with twenty delegates chosen by the. same electors, 
were invested with the legislative power. These fun­

damental constitutions, declared sacred and u~aHerabI8" 
.~fter twenty· three years experieQce, were regard&d by 
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111 classes of the colonIsts with uncurable aversion ,and 
were found to be utterly worthies, and impracticable. 

Thus' pen.hd .hc legi~I::l1ive labors of John Loclte, 

who, uheu I'-e was expdled Oxford and a fugillve from 

Englanu, W:lS a IJohl"mao of the litle of :ancJgrave ill 

Cowl ina. Thus will evel' pelish every lifurt, evell 
th,ugh made by a Lucke's elevated and comjJrehensivo 
mind aud a !::ihaflesuury's sagacious aud cXl'erienc.ed 
und\:fst'lfldillg, to eSlulJli,;h the blighting p.rinciples of 

ari~llJcral'y ill :.rnerica; to "bose virgin SOlI, equal 

\"i~hts, equ,,J IJlivileges, and eljual justice to all men arc 
alon\: cOllgenial. 

\i e hay\: already seeD that New York, of which the 

bigl,tl.t:d Duke of YOlk, aftenval'lh hmes II., was the 
propl!l:;lllf, \\a~ cursed, like the Canadas with a COUll­

cil lIuvillg ., the nature uf the i!ou~e ~f LOlds 01' l'pper 

Huuse." '('be g'Jvernors "ele uppoin1ed oy the King, 

and hi.tory "ap " THey were, wany of them. ia7lil 
j{JolJen. lIent 011 making- tiH,ir fOJ'lutles; and being in­
\'e~ltet1 with the I,ower to -du ti, is. they eiJiIt-r ellgrus~ed 
for till~JIIsch·e~. 01' palenl!;!() away 10 thdr particular 

favur"e~. 11 V~I') grteat plupurtion u: the whole jJruvin\!e." 

The uanelul dler;ts.ol this c\(:slructlulJ of the pri,,'ary 
element of colnlliZ,'lioo afe felt to this day in the State 
of 1\ ow YUI k, uut has noL a like system of land jubbing 

Let:1l c;'lritti (}O in these jJrovlnces and Vl<iJl.lIul its 

effects I'e felt by our postenty ~ The Coullciliors 
wer\: abo appoillied by the crown and acted a~ a p.ivy 
cuurwil to th" Governur, beSIdes perlilrming the legi~la­
live a,It! j,IIIIl:ial. fuoctiolls_ uf the Ilouse o( Lords. 

"'jlll this Couueil, the As.;eluuly, elected by tile c'ee­
holders,w.l; 10 cOlltlnu.d colli,ion, Tde COIHlItutiuD .of 
N.t''''' York approached nearer to ours,tlJa~l Ih~t of,alJY 
(other of tile old .coloniE's ;. aud like ours neitllel' insured 

ohedi(,lll'e to tile goverlJ~lent.nor a~"nJ"d' hfLI'plnes8 t~ 
ahe pl!llple. . . 

!\ew Ji:rsey wa .. purchased from the Duke of Y.ork', 
afterwards Jarnc.s n .• by Lurd Berkeley a~d Sir Ueol'ge . 

Cllit~Jet. The propriel,ors" anxious to exhibit a politi~ 
4:~1 fal;lric tbllt sholiid appear desirableaud ad VaQtaieo~ 

. - ,.. ", . : ' . - • "i" .-



M 
to mankind, entered illto that remarkable competitiolt 

in which sovereigns ami legishtors found it theil' inter­
est to vie'with ea··h other to produce the he~t model.< of 
liberty and to lender to the acceptance of theil' suhjects 
tbe most {'fi'ectllal secnritiesagainst aruitrary gOI'ern­
menl, This poli,~y. ciJerishing in the minds of the peo­
pl,e an attach .. :ent to libel'ty anrJ lI, convi ction of their 
right to it, proved higl.ly beneficial to the provinces of 
i\olth America. The instrument pllbli~hed by the 

'proprietols of New Jersey gave assurance that the pro­
vince should be ruled only by laws ~nacted by all As­

s~mbly in which the people \' e .. e repre~ented, and to 
\\ hicll lTlany important pri vi leges were confided, They 
had not only the power of making pl.~ce and .. ,ar, hut 

it \las stipulat"d by Ihe proprietors, .. that Ihey are not 
to impost', nOT 811jJ'u to be im"o~ld. any tax, cu"tom, 
Bub~idy, laliage, asseSSlllent, 01 any olher dUly \\ hatev­
er, upon allY color or I)rett'nce, upon the ~aid province 
and inhauitallis therNf. olher Ihan what ~hall be impo­
sed uy the authotity aod con"ent of the gcn"ral a,s~tn­
Lly." 'J hill in~trul"eut abo assured rdlgious toleralion 
to <ill persons. The admini311'lliion of the ex~cutive 
power, together with the rigl.t of a negative on the 

enactments of tile pro\'incial assembly, were re,erved 
to the Jlroprietors~ Sucb was thtl filst cOlJstitution of 
~ew Jersey. 

We cOlIJe now to the celebrated Constitntion of the 
ilIu~trioll'; \\' ilham i'elJn. proprietor 01 Pelln·:y Iva nia 
aud Delaware, whose gov"rnrnent and I~ws alC so re­
nowne.! tor their wisdom, their llloderation. and the 
excdhmce of th"jr pr<lVisiolls;n lavor of liheltj. It is 
not !tlSS strange than tl'ue, this illu:;trious man exhibited, 
twohumll't:d and fifty years ago, a political fahric hav-

'ing a great analogy to that which is now tltmtandefl by 

Ii :Iarge lOajodty of the I,eople of the present British 

NOlI\} AmcricalJ coloni~s The $overnrnenl was 10 be 
admilli>tered by the propl ietOl or hIS deputy as governor; 
amJ by the freemen formed mlo , .. 0 :;eparate uodies of 
a pruvincial Council and a General Assell,bly. The 
Counc:ll was to be elef:ttd by the [rumen and to C'owi,,& 
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~f leyellty-I wo meltJUe1'8. artel wHds reduced [0 dgh­
teen and then to twelve; of .... hom one.third "('[6 

annually to retire and be replac~d with n<::w ones. The 
govemor presided io this Council with no other control 
than a treble vote. Two· thirds of tbis council made a 
quorum and the consent of two·third; of a quorum was 
indispen~a.ble to the passage of a measure. It lIot on1y 
exercised the whole exeeutive power, but at first had 
the initiatory ill legIslation or the privilege to prepare 
ul the bills that were to be preseuted to lhp. Assembly. 
At first the General Assembly consisted of two huntlred 
,r<::preseotHives elected by the freemen. but was after­
wards limited to thirty-six and then to twenty-four. 
This body was originally restricted to .a sim:ple assent 
or [Jegation in pas~illg or rejecting. bills sent to them by 
the Governor and COllocil; but -afterwards it shared 
with them the privilege of prepadngand proposing 
Jaws aod W'iS allowed to regulate itsown adjournments. 
All elections. whether fur the .Council or Assembly. 
were to be conducted by ballot. Having thus given .a 
Constitution to his subjects, the liberal minde(llegisla­
tor declared' "That which makes a good constitution, 
must keep it; namely, men of wisdom and virtue; 
qllalities that, because they descend not with worldly 
inheritances, must be carefully propagated by a virtuou, 
education ojY0ltlh" 10 conclusion he declaled " We 
bave. with reverence to God and good cons~ience tp 
men .• to ,the b.est of .our skill contrive.~ an.d Compos~d 
the frame of this government to the great end of all 
govelllment, to support power in reverence with the 
people, aDd to secure the people from the abuse of pow­
er, that they may be free by their just obedience, and 
the magistrates honorable ior their just admini~'tratioD ; 
(or liberty without ubedience is cOl.fusion, and obedie'nre· 
wi,hout liherty is slavery." 

We have seen that out of all the Constitutions o( 

;lhe old En.g lish colonies, which now form ~ portien of 
the United States, not one of them is exactly like that of 
the Canadas. We have an Executive Council and a 
.Leii~lalive Council, the mewbere of \\bich are ap-
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pointed in the na\lle of the Crown whic', ch08et 't. 
representatives.; an,i a House of A:ss~mbly elected by 
the people. The Council in the pl'Ovin~e of .'iIew York 
was the only one appClinted by t';eCrown and which ~ r­
rogated to iLsdf the exec,tive.le,~ishtive. and judiciary 
po" er of our Councils. J n M~ryhorl and Virginia the 
Councilsof each were ~ppointed by its proprietors; and 
in the Carolinas, it was partly appointed by the propri­
etor3 and putly elective; and in Massachusetts Baj, 
Connecticut. Rhode ISland, Penn3ylvani~, and Dela­
ware, the Councils were all electi\'e. New Jersey had 
only a general Assembly and the other colonies had a 
House of Assembly elected by the people. Most of the 
constitutions of these colonies 8U bsi<teG! long after the 
glorious revolution and the adoption of our inimitable 
C.onstitution of 1688, and that of Rh':lde Island. [ 
be1ieve.exi.t5 unchanged to this day. If therefore it 
was the privilege of British coJoni.ts to eleet ·tlleir 
Council as well as their Assembly, before and after the 
Brirj5h revolution, they ask no boon that their Legis­
lative Council, declared by a large majority of the 
peopleasnowconstituted a curse and' a nuisance. be 
reritiered eleclive; but only pray to be permitted to 

.. exercise suspended powers inherent in ll,em as/British 
subjects a nd colonists arH\ whicll many of their progeni­
tllr~ exercised. 

I remain, 

Your humble servant, 

,AN EAST ANGLIAN. 



LETTER V. 

To the People of the Canadas and British 
Norlh America. 

"[nstelld of the King's naming the Council at that distance­
i , which case they bad nn secUl·it)· that person, of property 
a d per:"lon" fit t I be nanled wou!d be chosen-v.·i.. .. hing. aff 
he did", lliJ?ut the freede,m a d s~>lbility of th" C nsti tution 
of Canad'lon the stron~esr Lasis, H I'; PROpeS ~.D THAT 
TH I·; C0l1Nl;lLSH01TLD BE ELECT1VB.'- Fox's Speedl 
du ring tbe debate Ol! tbe Canadian Constitu dun in Imperial 
Parliament. 

FRlE)lDS AND FELLOWCOUNTRY)IEN, 

That the Can'ldian Con~til ution is "the workmanship 
of the old corrupt oligarclJy of the mother counlry 
speaks lIothing in it~ favor; while tile proposition of 
tile immorlal fox. Laclu·J oy the voice of Ihe people 
afler nearly half a cen1urY'$ ex!,,,rience of Il,e viciolls 
""or;dng of .he Legislative Council, Ihat it shoulu be 
mnde elective, must strongly enforce its favoraLle 
claims on all unprejudiced and reflecting mil us. I 
have shown that, if the Canadian Constitution be an 
exact mouel or "the very image and transcript" of tha 
English Constitutioll in theory, in practi:;e tile Canadian 
Constitution is not Ilurcannot be the same; and if it 
be not an exact maud or "the very ima15e and trau­
cript," Ihe theory of the Cauadian Constitution is nol 
now in pra'clise. That the present practise of the 
Canadian Constitution cannot promote the wdfale, and 
peaj::e, and happiuess, and good government of the 
people.i forasmuch, the LelJisl<l.live Coundl, on e branch 
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of the llilgislatul'e, is tyrannical, uueonltitutionai, 
corrupt, anii-British, unpopular, odious, factious, and 
ooolructive of colonization and useful legislation. i 
have proved tll:lt the elective priuciple has been .t 
d·itferent periods applied to coml;tute all the several 
branches of the English legislature. And that, io. 
English colonial government, approximating as near 
as possiule to the .English cOlhtitution, the elective 

vriocil'le has been applied to constitute all the several 
branches of colouial legislatun:s. \\' hat then are the 
objectioM that the elective principle be applied tu 
con~titute the Lpgishtive Council, lhe seconu iJranch 
of our legislature, which cannot. as it exists at present, 
promote the welfare. peace, happiness. and gOJd gov­
ernment of the peol,le, for which it was constituted ~ 
It i,. aS3erLeu that were the Legislative Couucil made 
elective the counterpoise of the constitution would IJe 
destroyed; fur both uranches would be composed Of 
tire same materials, and, altbough silting in different 
chambers, they \\ouILl in leality fOlm bul one hody. 
and be alike operated upon by every sudden impul~e of 
popu.lar fury anu excilcmeot. 1 maintain lila.t botll 
b,,,nc1Jes are now composed of the same· mato:rials, for 
Iht:le are no other iii lbi~ continent·; and, a:; tial:Y ds 

not ill reahty forlll but one body" the conclu.ion i. 
iIIt:gifimate and erroneous. Though both llranches 

. iHC now compu;ed of the sa.me matel ials. they are not 
(lrl::311icicd and frameJ 011 the same pian; aud, since 
they do nol lIlu:; form in reality but one body, they 
WQ"IUnOI any more were the Legislative Council mada 
e)~cti\le, in which case they would be differently cr::;an­
ise:! and frameu both from lhe pre~ellt Legislative Coun­
c~1 and from the House of A • .;eil.bly. SllOuld it Le said 
Ih'll 1l0lh branches, comp081:d ()i the sallie mate-rialo. 
~ j.ich ale ol'gani:ieu anu framed by dl"1,.~H;I~ p.ri.u,ci"lle. 
would in reality form Lut oue L~d:I';1 ans\vl:~~,tha¢ 
l~e "arne ~laleri"l;; can L,e diffclc.utly or~alli .. cJ cluJ 
r~i\lJle<l !1.'I Ihe ~alJJe princillitl. 1 say will. ,j • .; i,I"~L.iou. 
f!Jl!, l!.t~ 1.c~i:J3ti'.c C"uQ:!i\ ':~~',llLl Jlu.L.L" d .. ,,;y,; ~~ 



"the members e-fthe .\'6emlo'ly were intended to be. 
t'lJt upon anolill'r rooting. He proposed that the mem. 
l'els of the Council should 001, he eligil)it'l (!liJe~s (hey 
ro~se~5('d lpJali6cati'Jlls much hi;her limo th05e "ho 
Wtle eligible to be chosen members of the !Jou~e of 
As!'eruui) : lind. in like' manner, the e'ec:or!. of the 

members of Cou~('iI should posse~s a:,~o qual16cations 
prlJPoltion~bly higher." If \\e-l1th tall make ao)' 

di,li"ction, tl,e t,,'o branches would nol Ihen be com· 
J.owd of tl,e ~'\me llIil!erial!! ; but. llR Ihis glent 1'tntp.s­

lIlen said "By Ihis n,eans \\C ",oi;ld hnve a renl <ltig­

tc,ercC'y,f'iJofen by persons of propelty, from flmollg3t' 
per50n~ of the Ligbcst propell)", and .... ho would ti:(~,('e 
~'Oo,'e5S lh~d ·.'I:eig!.t, ioAut:nf'e, and indppende!lce, from 
v. hiclt aione c()uldhe u{;:iv(;d a' po\\'~1' of guarding' 

~gail1"t inr.o,ations that might be made by I!,e peopl~ 

OJ) cr,e p"rt, or lhe Crown on the ()lh~r." 1 um not 
S:','of,,!,ly im:J.med to the ('on5til,\11ion 'Jf two di,,{;,net 

('"rlitiluenci(~ "lth un'~'i";jl- pril'iI('l~es in tin! some 

l'.)';nlfj'. I would have the same cou,litlJe"cy elect' 
bOll; bnnd)~" But th;;t the)c mny, be as dUioL'.l all ' 

(,r;nnization of the component ma',erials as f'0,,,ible nml 
,H peal a rli,similari:y of tbe gPllill~ of the Iwo bodit S 

~; i~ con o istl'lll wilh harmor.y in all proper ml'a,uleP. 
I w!lul',j han! !he Honse cf Assetllu:y all el"cl'.:<.I [or a 
,it/illite redod, oay lour )'ear~; anti the COllocil, ,,,hich 
" igl'l sUI be reqlu,J 10 have 1l1l1C!1 !.i~hpl' qu·alifica­

tfun; tiido tho~~ wl,~ wpre eligIble 10 be ('bosen mell,Ler! 

of theAssemb!)'y01' rather oae third _part of tbeCoul,cil. 
t<hould b" e'ected for a rlitl'erect I'eriod~ say e\'~~J ~wo 

years, so tit;]! its cOr<Jposilion "ould be_" haHy lenewed 

t,vny ~ij( years; anu bOlh lJe c'lecte'] from one COll'li· 
'HEney only. 'j be powers of government \\ Oil Id tl:en 

h. ,'lQ ,n'\'ch ;1> iIi' th:l.l of Great Britain, 1'1i1ced in 

dcf):"~1 t bnclit:'s. ,':I,ich are differently ocganif-ed: I 

f<·l.'''er, fnlther, tbat the L('~islative Coullcil, Leing 

(~t.oselJ s,,!~ly by tlte Crown, si.bservient therelf) 

11(,(\ dependtnt·jbc.reon" "rlc~trG}s tl,~ ('oHnlp,rpnif€ rJf, 
I:;" (O~lst;tuli',n; (t'l l),j'l, LJT!cbt,~ (,f the lE'gisJ'dl."''', 
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no matter or what materi'a!s C,)mpCl<eu or \vhull tllter 

sit, furm in reality but one body ;" wiJ'ieh gives th~ 
Crown iu its legislative capacity an active and uucon. 
'stitutional power ill Ihe l>tI~illess of enacting bw~.mal{f'a 
it aus"lule. and rewlers u~eJcs~ anJ null:fies the CUIl­

stitutional privileges of tho HOU5C of AS51::l1lLlj. COli­
sequ€l1lly the tlllfollnued ohjectioa to 'an elective 

Legislalive Coune il may be cogently ant! forcibly 

uTg<~d agClin.,t this same Council as at p;eseul consti­
tuted • 

. It ha~ been stated fu~ther ag'linst an elective Legi~­
lative 'Council that it "QuId harmoni;!;e with Ibe popular 
branch. or ratller beltli branches would act alike; ~o 

that. O;)tll b~jllg led by tbe same COnl:nOIl influence of 
arrihiliotl. intrigue. prejuaice and passion. sHeh a 

C""neil would Ilet be a sufficient ch,eck to ue.lroy tile 
e',il effdct~ that woulcJ res:Jlt from sudden and sHong 
excitement and rash and prf'cipilu;e !egislation. Du, 
til i~ obj<'clion L; nearly the same as the foregoing. ex­

pre~;ed in dirferenl worus ; and IUIl'13 on the erroneous 

assllllll'tioll th"t bO.lh bi'audes constituted uy the 
elective princ;ple must Le in reality but ouo bGdy. 
That. when both branches are con!;tituted uy th. 
elective principle. the legislature iG divided into two 
~eparate and independent ul.uies, w~rking hlTmoniou~ly 
and at I:,e same time operating as a real check upon 
und,ue alld ra:.;h legislation, i3 clearly shown by the 
unt'qll:v(}c~1 hnguagp, of experience. I have proved 
Iha! a m~ior ity of tbe EnJIi~h' old colonies had 
~iecti\'e C~uncils which "~e\'e the second branch 
of their legislalul';?S; and they were organi;eu 'and 

f a'tl1eu out of on~ constituency. lIad not the working 

of the~e-coullcils ueell found an elfieient eheek and 
reslraint on -the pJp,dar branch and bad not,their COll­

~lilulion cii.lributed the po"el~ of governmezH into tlVO 
distiuct Jep.lrtment~, a principle so weB koowu to all 

ihe ablest of American stltesmcn. would the elective 
prin(!',ir.le have been applied to constitute the [ecortil 
branch of Ih~ legislatures ofa very large majority ,Of 
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the ~tate. of the t~nion? The inconfroveTtiLle ISfH 
that these independent States adnpfed from the old 
colonies the elective principle to constitute the se~ond 
branch of their legislature mllst be rec:ehed as deciFh'e 
proof that it will di"ide and ,balance the powers of 
government and be an efficient check to "rrest the 
evil effects resulting from sudden and strong excitement 
aud rash and precipitate legi&lalion. 

Another1lbjection, of the ra w head and bloody bones 
I!Ipecies, that has been urgpd against an pleclive Legill­
lative Council, is that it would make us a repuulic. 
'What is meant by a republic 1 Was ever the govern­
ment of England from before the'days of the Great 
Alfred to the reign of our beloved monarch, .Wi:Jiam 

IV. a republic? Narre not Cromwell. When her 
harons and people elected their king, w~s England II. 

republic? Was she not an elective monarchy'? When 
the election of her monarchs became mere 1'8reeshow 
and her HOllse of Commons and a portion of her 
House of I.ords were constituted by the elective prin­
ciple was and is she a republic? If so, what objecliunll 
~an be urged that we assimilate our institutions fa 
those of the mother country? If Dot, woul!) not our 
constitution approximate much neare:- hers With 3D 

elective Couneil, as tbe elective principle is -applied to 
constitute a pOltioD of the second I,ranch of her legisl!,. 
ture, than with our present Legislative Councils, con.­
stituted by a principle unknown to her constitution r 
When the English old colonies elected their House Gf 
Assembly, their Council, and their Governor aud all. 
were they republic3, or were they not still fertile. 
flourishing, and freedom-hrcathing colonies of a con. 
Ititutional monarchy? But those wh,) urge this objec­
tion arc casting their mind's eye over the institutiONS 
of the United States. Now it is admitted by the most. 
violent opponents of an elective Council and it is the 
boas't of Briton., t~at the statellmen of America. who 
f'raml'd the cODstitution of their country, preser-ved the 
theory of the iovernmect uoder which they haJ lived., 
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8:12<1 placed it!. pow~rs'-'~ike that or Great nrltllin. In 
lIifTerent bodiel', which are differently _ org'lniRed. The 
federal Government ohhe United States. ,,:~re we ever 
80 much inclinc!l, it would he impossihle (or any 
eolony to imitate; for :ts Sen'lte, 01' ~econrl branch of 
the legislature. i~ cO(llpo~e.d of two seoatorsflom each 
!llate, chosen bv its legi"latule for six yea'rs, and repre· 
.ents its sovel'eign authority, For materials to compose 
&uch a borly we are mOle destitute than to errate aD 
ne~editary aristocracy" l'erhaps these ohJectorR have 
in. their mimI's eye some olle or other 01 the t:I!atel, 
which they would have us believe is a rept/blie. TheD 
its GovernOl' i~ elective either by the people or the 
othe~' branches of the legislature; while we should 

"have all the advauHges of an hereditary monarchy: 
Were our council elective, instead of a few p'luper 
placeholder .. , we should create a monied aristocratic 
body representing the real wealth of -the country; Bnd 
tllU~, as far aJII the elelJlents of our eociety "oultl ~dmif, 
our constitution, Itke that of Great Britllin, would be 
fuunded Oft monarchial, ariHocratic, and-democratical 
principles. Many able pohticianR art! of opinion that 
the ,onstitutiollal monarehy of France, approachel 
nearer to a republic than the. United States to a monaro 
chy. A late able \\'1 iter, s~y~ "I.a France et les Etats­
Unis ent ainsi, malgre L. diversitit:de leur constitution, 
I'!e point de commun, que I'opinion puhli'lue y est, 
eo re~ultat, Ie pouvour dominau'. Le principe gene ~ 
nteUl' des loia. est done, it. 'rai dire: Ie meme chez lea 

deux peG pies, qtloique ses IIeveloppemens y soient plua 
O'l) moins Hbres, et que les conseqllences qU'oD en tire 
80ient sou vent dilfel'entes. Co principe, de sa nature, 
est essentiellement republicain. Ain.i pensais je que 
-la .France, avec son roi, resemble plus une r,epubli"que. 
que I'Vnion, !!:vec son p't:~idel\t, a une monalchie."­
LiterallY translated: l"nnce and the United State. 
have thus, notwithstanding tbe diversity of their consti­
tution, this POlDt in common, that public opinion is iD 
~bem, itl tbe fesuIt, the dominant power. The gencra~ 



(iog prtnciplc of the laws; j,; tlleo, to say truly, the 

lIame among uoth people, al~l!ough its de\'elopement be 
more or 1(' • .; f,ee. ;'Ild the clloseq:If'!1ces We draw from 

them 0(' often differellt. Tlii. prillcil~,le, in its /nature, 

is e~"elliially repuhlican. Thus I tllink that, 'France, 
Wllh its king,i'l"semldes a repul'''c more Ihan !he.,:l!n,ioll, 

wilh a pre<idenl, a Illooarchy. It i,; ;ld lIitteu as'uefol'lt 

~tal.ed thallhe gn\'el'''i'nent '~,flhe United Slate~, a, near 
liS th,,' elelnen'" of,'hieh it is "OIl<til"lerJ wOllld pel'mit, 

re,,'mt..les Ihe glori"lIs c')flsli1utinn::d monarchy 0: Eng­
JanJ; ;uHl t;,i~ ,lh!e Fiene:) wr:tt!r s~:,)tt!~,antllhere a1e 

goo:1 !('ollnr:ls for I,is ol"nion. especia!ly as Ihe elc:llenls 

of ~ rench Suci .ty are well known tu be re,llIblicall, 

thilt Fr;trwe. wilh 11 king- lPs,nlbles 11 n-p"l.:ic mOle 
than the Ullion, "illl a pre~i"ent, a monarchy; "hich, 

it 1., admitled. app"oal:l:e; as n~al' a. po,;sit,le to the 

n.olla,t:hy of ollr mOl her cOLmtr),. 10 which "e ~I'e anx_ 

i nu S 10 al';,jLl,ilrlle our gll\'ernlTl~nt. wldle France recedes 

fro,"" a 1l1:l:urchv tOIYuld< a republic. "\VhaL the 

F'e'll'h na'l.OlJ \V,unl, at II,i, moment i~ :l popu'ar ",ollar. 

cliy. "llr,ollnrl"d by 't"puiJlil:an- pllrt I.' rep"'.Iic~n 

institlltions:" s3iJ Lafil}!'lle 10 the Duke of Odeans 

",h"l1 ab01l1 I" teeo'"e the king of Ihe- F'en"h. "\Vimt 

is Flanl'e bllt a re;\lIhli('. fettere!l by a ,hre('\or?" 'il~ks 

Chal('a"oli"uti. 'Uy Ihe 2:1.1 ar!icie uf tire Con-titliliolld I 

Cll1l'tcr of Frallce-the nomirlUlioll of tl,e 1'"t':IS of 

France belongs to the K i!lg; "Ill) ha~ the 1'0\\'1'1- 10 

val',' tire Jignilies, confer them f'Jr hfe. o'r to rerlder tl,em 

hp-'edilary. By the BILl. li,tide of Ihe cilal'lcl' i1 ",as 

° I d~ i, cd Ihnt liH' fo,t';!oing ~rtic!e be exanJlneJI ill Ihe 

s~"siull of 1831. wilen I he law was (ja,.,.t'~I. enactillu"'­

TI".t Hue llolllida'i,," (If rite ChanJlJt"r oi' Peers oel~;lg s 

to II,e KllIg; hy rhe C,lOatliallColJstitUliol' the nonllJla_ 

I un lit' tit: Le,,;i;latiH: COllllt"i s l:celJlIg~ to tire KlIlg. 
Hy til;! 'F,ench law. the lhc(IIily of a Peel' i, 10 I,e COrl­

ferret! for lift' ; hI' l!le( 'nnarli,UJCOIHitulion the dll!.mf.ll 
of a Lpg'sl"ti 1'1" Cout1ci ;Ior is conlelle-] fvl' lIfe. By 
t.he French law, the dignity is nOl tr.losrr:i5sil.cle "'y 
hererli,t?l'i' d~sceilt j uy the Caoa'lian Comllil/J~ion it h 
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the nme. By the French Law their number is unlim­
ited I hy the Can Idian Con~'ituliun it is the sarne.-­
The CharnbeF of l't'ers i~ an irl'e~poll~iult uodv of life. 
legi,latoJ", ~o are tbe Lt'gisl~live C"ullc,il3. The 

Gha,mber ot Peer;; is a COIli'litlliJut urdnch of the It'gi,da~ 

tllre alld highesl Court of ,Judicature ill the CO'Jnlry, ,0 

~'e Legi"I,ltlve COllnl'ils; pnd, clllltrary til tile pri[l' 
ci.ples of the Briti,h -Cll!l,tltutior~, passillg a 1'i1V ar,d 
selling ill Judg<'(J',ellt Oil their',uwn lIel, and, idt'ntitieJ 

"ith till' Executive CUllncils, ndvi,ing the go\'enol' to 

as,'entto It. T!.e Chuil,u, r of PH~r~. in Ifs wOlking, 
ha~ bt'f>1l fonn,1 [) be a m,,;;t lyranll,c~l, ahsolu1e, Odil us 

anu viciolls uody; anaeki!lg the f'eejolll of II,e i'r,,,,;! 
and vl/llalillg Ihc rig!II'" liberlie, JIIII ilfirileges or the 
people. The legl"lallve Co,!nCl!:i, 1 hu\'c slio"'/I, are 

'Y'd"nicaJ, IJIlCOnS[IIUli,Jllal, corrllpt, udious and ub­

struet)1 e 01 C"]Oll ,za I 1011 am.l'\Istf'ul Icgi"lati"n ; and the 

libelty uf lilt' P'b, ;,a, bee!! assailed by tl:c:nJ dlleclly 
or ilJl)i,eclly, ns III the case; of l\l.,ckenzie, Collins, 
Du\'ernay, anti 'i'Jacy, 1 jJut II to yOIi as lri,hlllE:n, 

fl~ulchmell, a_nd EIJ'ghs lJ1l1en-J !Jut it [0 )Oll as Cana· 

,liang and l3'ill~Il' t'lubjucts-uuJer wli'lt COI.5:itutiull 

wo:.tld .veu live, that 01 Engl'lOe! or that of l'ra""e?_ 

under Urllltiil moilllrt:lil'll 1ll-li'"lioIIS or under he"c:) 
repul.Jicafl ill.tilliliolJs ~ u,,,ler an deelive L"gi~ldllve 

Council , wllicll as,;i,nilates as Ile~r as tile eieflJl:nts of 
otlr' ~ociely will p~II!'lt,. 10 til" L\r·iti~h legisl.:ture or 

undH.-' all irrt'sponsible, IYlullnical, auJ l't'r,upt blldy of' 
life legl~lalur~, \\ hil'il re.,en.blel> oilly the repulJiican 

}'rellci'l Chamber.l.r I'c~r,', thut lias brllught Ihe co'"lltry 

. to tite verge of ~n;i'\'hy allli ,evolutIon: I p"t it to 

"ou' as ".ell whll hal'c left tllCir native lam), I put it 10 

)'011 a:~ f.\then; \\'I!() "oul:! tntl.Bmit unimpaired and 

lln~ul!ied the rigl'l!;. liberties, ancl privileges vi British 
suhjecis from generation to gcne:atioll, will YOIJ plant 

on thi> virgin soil and reaT nOlle ot.her than Bcirisb 
institutions; or will you conlinue to' Jive II nu';r anJ 

. transillit to your po;;terity an institution, a branch (If 
t,l,'.'; ll'gi>shture which iii e()~.tit"'(2'; hy l'l p:incirl!.l .;n-
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kllown 10 the cUD~tilution of our mOlher country and 
le~emhling ooly the Chamber of Peers in republican' 
}'rance; and which has .been found, aft~r forry 
.) ears' experience, ineffil'ient to prumote the wt!ifare. 
peace, h~ppiness. and good govel'Dment of the land of 
our birth or the land of our adoplion. 

Ere 1 take my leave of'you, I shall notice that a por­
tion of thePl'ess.pr.tlening .. buse to argumeFll,rrequent­
Iy apl.lie~ the lerms rlf nl'h democrats, and l'"rench 

republicans, to the iIJ!!slimable pl'ople of the sisler 

province; Wert: they one or the olher, wouhl it-not be 
Ii,!rprising Ihey ~hould deilland an elective Lpgislative 
Coundl, when lhat whjch they hilvc, assimilal~s tu 

the repllhli.:an Fr~nch Chamber of PeelS, and haa 

like power~, privileges, &c? Desiring that you will 

shake off YOUI' apalhy and iOllItf~l'el)ce to your owu' 

affairs, Ihal you will think and rdh,Ct for YOllrselvl:s 

on que~tion~ vitally affectillg tile ~overnmcr,t or tlte 
country and the life,liberty,and properly of tile sullject; 

that you will uphold ano. SUppOl't a free, IiIjeral, alld 

enlighleulHI 1'1I:S~; Ihat you will extt'liu the ules:;i[]g~ 

of education to your children; and that you will enjoy 
all . he demeuts of happiuess and the inestilliaule 
il.Jvantages of a goot! govemtnent, 11 Euulllit t1ltS/il 
1.,UH:', with 110 olher hove of reward than that '" hien 

e~er accompani"s the const~il:nliouli desire of v.dl doill~. 
to your seriouli altentioll i and 

I remain, 

YOllr hu'mble IWrvant. 

A~ EAST .\~G~lAN. 

HUlII.TON, U. CANaDA,t 
.D ec. ht, 13'"':'~. 5 




