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EXTRA OFFICIAL

STATE PAPERS,

My Lorp,

THE prefervation of our excelient confti-
tution, and the promotion of the public
profperity and happinefs, being the avowed
principles and purpofe of that moft laudable
affociation of independent Members of Par-
liament, which your Lordthip is at the head
of, entitle you not only to the good withes,
but to the affiftance, alfo, of every fincere
' friend to Great Britain; and if in our idea
of the conftitution we include the juft rights
and prerogatives of the Crown, without
- which, the monarchy cannot fubfift, nor the
liberty of the fubje& be preferved ; and give
credit to the charges brought by either of the
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two parties which now divide Parhament
againft the other, there never was a time
when the interference of the independent and
unattached Members of both Houfes was
more neceffary.  Thefe charges 1 thall
therefore briefly {tate, as I have heard them
urged by each party as the ground of the
meafures I mean to fuggeft for averting thofe
calamities, which both agree are impending
overus. The old Whigs, as they call them-
felves, it 1s faid, have been uniform in the
purfuit of their plan of lowering the King’s
authority, by depriving the Crown of its
influence, ever fince their expulfion from
Miniftry by the Earl of Bute. The affetation
of Patriotifm, and a zeal for the liberty of
the people, or more properly, for their own
power over their Sovereign, is allowed to be
fair game in every oppofition; for as they
receive no emoluments for their {fervices, the
breath of the multitude is as flender a diet
as even courtiers could with them to have to
{ubfift on. - But when an oppofition gets mnto
office, and the King trufts them with the
exercife of his power, the farce is at an end,
and, after a few aukward apologies, and a
few ineffeCtual votes with old conneétions,

by
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by way of confiftency, the bufinefs of Go-
vernment is expeGed to be taken up, and
carried on in the ufual way. Such, how-
ever, was not the condu@ of the old Whigs,
when they came into office in 1765, for,
conneéted by many ties of relationthip, they
found themfielves the moft numerous body
- in Parliament, except the dependants of the
Crown, and therefore they imagined that if
they could augment their own power by
meafures {ubverfive of the King’s authori-
ty, they would fo reduce the influence of
the Crown to an inferiority, orat leaft to an
equality with themielves, that they would
lay the Crown under the neceffity of conti-
nuing them in employment, for, zhey in op-
pofition could, upon- all popular quettions,
when the country gentlemen would go with
them, defeat the Minifter; but zhey in admi-
niftration could defy all oppofition. Hence
it is faid that they facrificed the revenue
to their popularity in the cyder countries
by the repeal of that moftequal tax uponit, and
that they facrificed the commerce, revenue,
and fovereignty of Great Britain, to popu-
larity with the American faétion, by the re-
peal of the ftamp tax. ‘Their fhort continu-
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ance did not permit them to do much mors
mifchief, and their being out of power fromi
the year 1476 to the year 1782, left them
withcut the means of purfuing their plan any
farther than by fomenting and abetting the
rebellion in America, and lending fome of
their party to the Minifter to defeat his plans
for fubduing it. ‘The hard conditions they
impofed upon the King when they came into
power in 1782, were in perfe&t conformity
to their plan of inthralling Majefty, and the
eagernefs with which they framed and pur-
{ued meafures for reducing the King’s influ-
ence, is too well known to require being
particularly mentioned. They indeed {o ef-
feCually empleyed the power of the {ove-
reign, to deftroy his authority and influence,
that 1n their thort continuance in office, they
found means to reduce the number attached
by offices to the Crown, in the Houfe of
Commons, below the number neceffary td
form an Houfe, and by depriving all revenue
officers, whether frecholders or freemen, of
their votes at elettions, they did not leave
any other Minifter the power of fecuring even;
his own feat in it.  And had they fucceeded
im{eizing into their own hands the whole reve-

nug
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nue of India, they would have confirmed
‘themfelves in office for life. The immediate
confequences of their meafures were fuch as
the party intended; for when the coalition
adminiftration was difmiffed in 1784, the
new Minifter, Mr. Pitt, found a determined
majority againft him ; and {o open were they
in avowing their purpofe of reducing the
King to a dependance upon their party, that
they carried a refolution to the effe of in-
fifting that the King had not a right to ap-
point any minifter they did not recommend ;.
~and to force His Majefty to acquiefcence,
they threatened to withhold the fupplies and
difband the army, Of the democratic prin-
ciples of this party, therefore, the mini-
fterialifts affert there can be not doubt, and
that it 1s the duty of every well-wither to
the monarchy to keep a firi& watch over
them.

M. Pitt’s purpofe to reduce the Crown ta

a dependance on him, it 1s faid by the old
Whigs, though more concealed, 1s not the lefs
to be apprehended, If hedoes not diminifh its
power, he takes care to prevent the Crown
from exercifing it by any other than bunfelf
' alone,
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alone, by filling all the departments of the
Government with men not only attached
to, and dependent upon, himfelf, but fuch
as are {o incapable of difcharging the duties
of their offices, that they are fure no other
minifter would continue them, and there-
fore can have no hope of remaining but
from fupporting him; for fhould the King
be difpleafed with Mr. Pitt, which of the
other Miniflers, they afk, could he fend to
to fupply his place for a day? {fo that Mr,
Pitt by his management has reduced the King
to the neceflity of either continuing him fole
Minsfier, or of making an entire and total
change of his adminiftration, a thing highly
difagreeable and difgraceful to the Crown,
and not to be done but from great necefiity.

It 1s befide my purpofe to examine or con-
trovert the truth of either party’s charge
againit the other; but the whole nation will
make an exception in the laft in favour of that
great Atlas of the conftitution, and ornament
of the woolfack, whofe brilliant wit, vaft com-
prehenfion, found judgement, and inflexible
integrity, give equal dignity and ftrength to
the Crown, and fecurity to the liberties and

properties
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properties of the people : but whatever be the
~defigns of the parties, the injurious effeéts
of the curtailments of theinfluence of the
Crown already begin to thew themfelves, and
call for immediate remedy. A long courfe
of parliamentary proceedings having decided
againft the Lords’ interfering in the grant of
money to the Crown ; the Members of that
Houfe have had no other Wdy of preferving
their own importance on thofe occafions,
than by placing in the Houfe of Commons
the younger branches of their families, and
for whom the public Boards offered offices
fuitable to their rank and talents, and it is
very remarkable that almoft all the great
minifters this country ever produced, were
younger brothers, and thefe gentlemen, at
the fame time they maintained the balance
againft the prevailing power of the demo-
cracy by preferving the 'influence of the
Lords, gave effeGual fupport to the King’s
meafures, and were a creditable conneion
for his Minifter. ‘The abolition of the Board
of Trade, Board of Green Cloth, and Board
of Police, with fo many ef the other ap-
pendages of the Court, has deprived thefe
gentlemen of the expetation of obtaining

office
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office; by getting into the Houfe of Come-
mons, and the great Lords, finding they can-
not obtain a comfortable provifion for their
relations, by fending them into Parliament,
' will probably give up the idea of maintaining
an influence there, and fel/ their feats to the
befl bidder. 'Thefe bidders will probably be
the plunderers of the Eaft, and the {pend-
thrifts of the Weft, who feek a fcreen for
their peculation, or protection for theirperfons ;
General Officers, without regiments, who
calculate upoﬂ obtaining them during the
time of the Parliament, and {o to lay their
money well out; Licutenant Colonels, who
feck promotion; and Naval Officers, who
with to enjoy the fortunes they have made,
without more fighting; or fuch as expé&
profitable commands in cafe of a war, or lu-
crative {tations in times of peace. Thefe,
with mafqued contraltors and fubfcription-
{eekers, will make up the great body of the
Commons ; and it will be no wonder to find
the ancient country Gentlemen of large ef-
tates eager to leave fuch company, and be-
come Peers. But what will then become of
the dignity and independence of the Houfe
of Commons ! and where are we to look for

the
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the fupportérs of public liberty; and the ops
pofers of the encroachments of the Crown {
It, therefore, appears, from this fimple des
du&tion, that the meafures, which have for
their avowed objet  the diminifhing the in=
fluence of the Crown, will, in their confe~
quences, render the Commons a more depen-
dent body than they have ever been upou it
and therefore, before the evil takes root; and
the malady becomes incurable, I truft, your
illuftrious body will dare 7o jave the Confli-
tution, by bravely combating popular prejudi-
ces and extirpating thofe empiric remedies,
which, by pretending to cure it of an ima-~
ginary difeafe, have endangered its health.
Let it, then, be your firft motion to afk leave
to bring in a bill to amend Mr. Buike’s Re-
form A&, by reftoring thofe three Boards,
with a capacity to their members to fit in the
Houfe of Commons,

The reftraint laid upon the Crovn, in the
grant of Penfions, by that a&, ought alfo to
be taken off ; for it has a moft mifchievous
operation refpecting the public bufinefs. Old
and faithful {ervants can no longer look up
to 2 competent provifion for themfelves or

’ ¢ ~ fami-
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families; and fuch as become ineffictent, can-
not be removed, without the greateft cruelty,
for want of an adequate compenfation. It
is true, the King may f{till grant penfions;
but if he does grantany, exceeding the paltry
fum of three hundred pounds, which will
nett the receiver not above two hundred
pounds, the Minifter muft ftate it to Parlia-
ment,‘and expofe himfelf to the cavil and
abufe of Oppofition ; a fituation which every
Minifter will avoid, upon every poflible oc-
cafion : fo that as long as a man can either
fee or hear, he may expect to be obliged to
continue in his office, or quit it without any
thing to live upon.

But when you have thus reftored the dig-
nity of the Houfe of Commons, and efficien-
cy to the Public Offices, the rendering thofe
offices the careful depofitories of all tranfac-
tions in them, and communications made to
them, will be a moft eflential fervice to the
King and Nation; for by {o doing, you will
put every fucceeding officer in pofleffion of
the knowledge and experience of his prede-
ceflor, and if the confidential commis are re-

3
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tained, the people will not fuffer materially
by any change in the principals,

Before the acceffion of his prefent Majefty,
it had been the practice of every Secretary
of State, when he refigned the feals, to carry
out of the office as many of the original pa-
pers and letters which came into 1t during his
adminiftration, as he thought fit, con{iderillg
all the correfpondence addreffed to him, as
Secretary of State, as his private property.
Tbis practice was intended to be put a {5
to, by a fignification of the King’s pleafu:-,
after Mr. Pitt’s refignation, ¢ That no ori-
ginal papers {hould be taken away by any fu-
ture Secretary of State, but that he might
have copies of whatever he defired.” . This
order was followed by another regulation, the
eftablithment of the Paper Office ; the occa-
fion of whichis {o curious a faé&, and will fo
clearly thew the little care which had been
taken of public documents, that I fhall
ftate it particularly. My very good friend
and former colleague, Mr. John Pownall,
whofé great talents, and comprebenfiveknow-
ledge, rendered the Board of Trade fo highly
beneficial to this country for many years,
having occafion to refer to fome tranfaction

¢ 2 before
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before the Reftoration, expetted to find an
account of it in the beoks of the Privy Coun-
cil, 1n which, until that time, the whole ex-

ecutive government was abiorbed,

~ Upon inquiry at the office, he was inform-
ed, there were no books there of fo old a
date; but one of the clerks told him, there
were {everal old booksin a room over the old
gateway into Privy Garden, which was then
ftanding, and that it was probable he might
find what he wanted there, My indefatigable
friend immediately climbed up the rotten
ftaircafe, and finding the door of the room
faftened by a lock, which had not been opens
ed for many years, and to which there was
no key to be found, procured a {mith to break
it open with his fledge-hammer ; which be-
ing done, he was covered with a cloud of
duft, raifed by a flock of pigeons, who had
long made that room (the windows being
broken) their dwelling place. ~When the
cloud was diffipated, he removed the filth,
and there found the books he was in fearch
of, with many other ancient and public re-
cords, Mr, Pownall acquainted Mr. Gsen-
ville with the difcovery he had made; and
that great and excellent Minifter, who was

always
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always aeceflible’ to men of talents and ex-
perience, and received, with thankfulnefs,
whatever ufeful information’ they brought
him, and gave it the attention its importance
merited, immediately concerted with him the
plan of the Paper Office, for the reception
and prefervation of fuch papers as might be
{pared from the feveral public offices. Thefe
“two meafures, it might be fuppofed, would
have rendered any further provifion for their
prefervation unneceflary, Buta /ate tranjac-
tion, which I was ardered to give fome account
of before the Houfe of Lords, and {ome
others, which are not yet known to the pub-
lic*, has thewn that {omething 1s {till want~
ing, and that, 1 humbly apprehend, is, a
refolution of one or both Houfes of Parlia-
ment, declaring, ¢ Thatall original papers,
¢ of a public nature, that are received in-
¢ to any of the public offices, are the
¢¢ property of the Crown ; and that to re-
 move them, or deftroy them, without

* T lately applied for a copy of my evidence before the
Comumittee of the Houfe of Commons, in the year 1765,
- ppon the flate of the American colonies ; when I was told
that the proceedings of that raoft important Committee
was not to be found, ’

¢ s
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His Majefty’s command, is a high crime and
mifdemeanor. "

As my evidence upon the occafion alluded
to, as well as my condu& towards the Earl
of Shelburne has been much canvafled and
mifreprefented, I fhall here take the li-
berty of giving a full hiftory of my fituation,
and tranfa@ions with his Lordfhip.

Every one who is at all acquainted with
the conflitution of this government, muift
know, that all warlike preparations, every
military operation, and every naval equip-
ment, muft be directed by a Secretary of State
before they can be undertaken, Neither the
Admiralty, Treafury, Ordnance, Navy or
Vi&tualling Boards can move a ftep with-
out the King’s commands fo fignified.
The heads of the three firft Boards are ge-
nerally of the Cabinet, and confequently in-
formed of what is intended; but the Con-
fticution requires that two other Members of
each fhould fign any order iffued by the Board
to give it validity. Hence arifes the almoft
impoflibility of keeping our defigns a fecret
from the enemy. As it was my duty to pre-

par’e
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pare 2ll fuch orders, I reprefented to Lord
George Germaine the great” advantage the
enemy had over us, and the improbability of
our enterprifes ever fucceeding under fuch a
pra&ice, and I propofed a method of carrying
on the bufinefs where fecrecy was required,
which his Lordfhip adopted, and the whole
Cabinet and His Majefty approved ; and I have
the great fatisfaction to reflect, that not one
of our fecret expeditions were difcovered or
defeated. It was owing to that plan that al-
thouch the preparations for the fuccour and
maintenance of Gibraltar, were the greateit
ever known ; the fecret was fo well kept, that
the greatreftorer of the chara&er and difcipline
of the Britith navy, the gallant, but perfeciited,
Rodney, was able to furprife the Spanith Ad-
miral,* and that St. Lucia and St. Euftatius

‘ were

* In juftice to the memory of a man who poflefled the
beft talents for executive bufinefs that I ever was acquaint-
ed with, Mr. Richard Atkinfon, I think it proper to men-
tion the preparation of one article, which, with the forges,
was fo fuccefsfully employed in the deftruction of the
enemy. The article was coals, with which it was found
the Mr. Foxes had a contraét for fupplying Gibraltar.
To have defired the contractors to provide them, would

have been to tell all the world where they were going, at
the
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weré likewife furprifed.* I fincerély hope,
that before this country is engaged in another
war, all thofe whom I had the honour to
ferve with, and myfelf, may be beyond the
reach of its alarms; but whenever that mif=
fortune happens, the plan will be found wbere
it was my duy to depofite it. An efpecial
confidence was, in confequence of this plan,
neceflarily placed in me; and thercfore, als
though it was my wifh to have retired when
Lord Sackville refigned the feals, as I 1ma-
gined fuch a c}.langc of meafures would fol-

the fame time the fending them from any other perfon was
a violation of the contrad&t. To preferve the fecret, and
avoid giving offence to the contractors,Mr. Atkinfon offer-
edto procure the coalsin quality of agent for the Mr. Foxes,
and to give to them the advantage of the purchafe, withs
out making any charge for commiflion, when the bufinefs
was executed, and he altually procured. the coals accord-

ingly.

* The orders to the General and Admiral (thofe to the
Tatter from the Admiralty, being only a tranfeript of the
Secretary of State’s letter to that Board) were difpatched
to Portfmouth within two bours after the refolution of the
Council was reported and approved by the King, and
it was owing to that extraordinary fpeed, that the expe-
dition arrived in time to fend after and overtake the Dutch
fleet, whichhad failed two days before, o

low,
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low, as I thould feel great repugﬁance ih édfa
rying into execution; yet I fubmitted my
continuance or removal to his Majefty’s good
pleafure; and my repugnance to continue
was not a little increafed by the apprehenfion
that Mr. Dundafs, who had been the occa-
fion of his Lordthip’s refignation, was to be
his fucceffor. But I foon perceived by his
friend Mr. Atkinfon’s converfation, that a
new diftribution of the three Secretaries’ offi-
ces wasin that gentleman’scontemplation, and
that he meant to content himfelf with the
ottor of the Eaft-India rofe, without en-
dangering the pricking his finger with the
American thorn ; though he had no objec-
tion to its reprefentative, the thiftle, of his
own country ; the well-known qualitiesof
that plant to offend thofe wha touch it gently
but to do mo imjury to thofe who fyuneeze it
hard, being very much to his mind. T was
however made happy by the appointment of
Mr. Ellis, and was honoured with theKing’s
approbation of my continuing in the office.
The thort time the adminiftration lafted af-
ter Mr. Ellis’s appointment, did not allow
~the Public much opportunity of profiting

lﬁg his found judgementand great experience;
d but
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but his recommendation of Sir Guy Carle-
tot to be Commander in Chief in North
America, wasa fervice that met with gene-
ral applaufe, and gave a promife of better
fuccefs in the next campaign, than in any
that had preceded it. Sir Guy was not
failed, nor had he received his full inftruc-
tions, when Mr. Ellis refigned. As the change
of Adminiftration was general, and the whole
oppofition was to come in, and the Earl of
Shelburne was faid tobe the American Secre-
tary, I begged Mr. Ellis to requeft from the
King permiffion for me to retire. The ftrong
part I had taken againft the American rebel-
lion made me particularly obnoxious; and
my having done the only vigorous a& of the
late Adminiftration againft its abettors in
England, by feizing Captain Hutchins and
his papers, without any warrant at all, in
defiance of all the bad law, and fa&ious ora-
tory that had been bellowed out againft ge-
neral warrants, was not likely to have con-
ciliated the noble Earl’s good will, or that of
his friends; and as I had no title to their
frrendthip, neither had T any claim upon
their gratitude, for I had done my utmoft to
keep them out of office; and if every one of

the
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King’s fervants had acted with the fame zeal,
or thofe who did not had been punithed as
they deferved ; Tamwell perfuadedthat neither
the Earl himfelf, nor his particular friends
would have feen the infide of the Cabi-
net Council Chamber. Knowi'ng fo much
of each other, therefore, as we did, it was
‘not poffible for that mutual confidence to
grow up, or {ubfift between us, which is
{o eflential to the fituation I {ftood in, the
~moft important of all the {ubordinate offices
of the State. But as I knew how injurlous
to the King’s fervice and the publ‘icv affairs
my then withdrawing muft be, T begged Mr.
Ellis to acquaint his Majefty, that I thould
remain in the office to bring up all the de-
pending bufinefs, and to give every in-
formation I was pofleffed of, to whoever
his Majefty thould think fit to appoint
his Secretary of State, as long as my
attendance thould be defired. I was there-
fore found in the office by the Earl of
Shelburne when he brought the feals to
Whitehall. Our perfons were not unknown
~ toeach other; I had furnithed his Lordthip
in the year 1763, with fome materials for
his {peech in approbation of the peace, and
. 72
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he had given me in return a commiffion to
execute in Paris, which, if I had attempted,
would probably have procured me an intro-
du&ion to Mr. de Sartine’s acquaintance,
and a cheaper lodging than the Hotel de Tours,
where I refided with my noble friend and
patron Lord Grofvenor: we therefore met
as old acquaintance.

His Lordfhip informed me that the Ame-
rican Department and the Board of Trade
were to be fuppreffed, and all the bufinefs
transferred to the Southern Department as
formerly ; that it was his intention to make
a critical {furvey of the three offices, and re-
tain thofe of the beft abilities in each, and
make a complete and perfet eftablithment
out of the three; but that the {fupernumera-
ries who had behaved well fhould be amply
recompenfed for the lofs of their offices. I
begged his Lordthip would be fo good as to
teave me out in his furvey, as it was my
wifh to retire; he replied quickly, fure I
would not think of leaving the office at fuch
a time, and in f{uch a ftate—1 faid, by no
means ; 1 had promifed to the King that I
would give his Lordthip every information

he
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he defired, and would remain as long as he
thought my a#tendance neceflary ; but that I
muit defire his Lordfhip would not think of
employing me in any new or confidential mat-
ter. He {miled, and afked me what were
my reafons for that ?—I had two, but I chofe
to give his Lordfhip only one, which was,
that his Cabinet was a very numerous one,
and fome of the Members had never been
accuftomed to fecrets of State, and that in
my long acquaintance with minifters, I had
ever found a State fecret very burthenfome
to a new Cabinet Counfellor, and that, either
through vanity or imprudence, 1t was -proba-
ble their confultations would get abroad,
and "1t was not unhikely that I thould be
charged with having divulged them. He
laughed heartily, and went away fay
ing, he dared to fay cvery thing would
be very fafe with me. My ftipulation
was, I believe, unneceflary ; for his Lord-
fthip had not, I imagine, any intention of
confiding his fecrets to me; but as I bad
made the fiipulation, 1 confidered myfelf at
liberty. to deny any charge of being in Ais
confidence, which was-the thing I aimed at;
for, after poffeﬁing the fulleft confidence of

an
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an Earl of Hilllborough, an Earl of Dart-
mouth, and a Lord George Germain, I could
not brook the fifpicion of being the repofi-
tory or advifer of the State artifices of the
Earl of Shelburne.

After the arrival of that very intelligent, at-
tentive, and obliging gentleman, Mr. Ne-
pean, my attendance at Shelburne Houfe
was no longer neceflary, and I took the firft
opportunity to requeft his Lordfhip to dif-
penfe with it, and I believe he was as well
pleafed to get rid of me, as I was to be gone,
and for a fimilar reafon; for I was daily {ub-
je& to the mortification of feeing perfons
pafs through the room where I was kept in
waiting, fome of whom, if my advice had
been taken by the late Adminiftration, or I
had been at liberty to have followed my own,
thould have come into my prefence upon a
very different footing. One circumftance
that happened, and as it was followed by
another the moft highly gratifying to me,
and as both were public, I will mention.
The American merchants had one day come
up to wait upon his Lordfhip with a ftate of
their fituation with the revolted Colonies,

and
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and to requeft his attention to théir interefts
in any negociation he might enter into. On
their return from their conference, they
~pafled through the room in which I was at-
_ tending as ufual, amufing myfelf with my
own thoughts, and as I was well known to
them all, they ftopped to fpeak to me, and
told me, with an air of ridicule, that they
had juft learned how very ill I had done my
bufinefs, for they had been told that every
thing in the American Office was in {uch
confufion, that it was impoflible for his
Lordfhip, as yet, to poflefs himfelf of any
information, or to do any bufinefs*. The
next Sunday I went to pay my duty to the
Queen, and being ftopped at the entrance
into the upper drawing room by the crowd,
I could -get no farther than the paflage,

* Conceiving,' I prefume, that, the difpofition of the
office papers fhould bear a firié analogy to the arrange-
ment of the principal’s ideas, his Lordfhip ordered all
the books and papers of the Board of Trade to be taken
out of the prefles and thrown in heaps bigglety pigglety
on the floors of the chambers, in which flate they re-
mained, while I had any acquaintance with the office,
His Lordfhip’s fucceffor, it may be fuppofed, has fince
had them placed in the moft exa& and methodical order,
to correfpond with the clear arrangement of bis own ideas.

where
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where the Earl of Shelburne was forced
againft me, and I, with much difficulty, got
‘room for his Lordfhip to come before me, in
which fituation we were, with my chin overhis
Lordfhip’s thoulder, when His Majefty came
"up to him, and after {peaking to him about the
country, perceiving me, with his ufual great
goodnefs and condefcenfion to me, he raifed
his voice, and faid to his Lordthip, with a look
of benignity to me, ** You found the Ame-
¢¢ rican Office in pretty good order, I believe.””
«¢ Oh, yes, Sir,” replied the Earl, ¢ in the
< moft perfect order :> to which I added, as
His Majefty locked as if he intended I fhould
join 1n the converfation, and I was happy in
the opportunity of doing juftice to the merit
of two worthy friends, ¢ That Mr. Pownall
¢¢ had regulated the office {o extremely well
< at its firft eﬁabliﬂlment; that nothing
¢ more was neceffary than to keep every
< thing in the fame order; and that Mr,
¢ Pollock, who had the care of the papers,
¢“ and of making up the difpatches, was fo
¢ extremely attentive and diligent, that, in
¢ the whole of the twelve years I had been
¢ Under Secretary, I never knew him leave
#¢ out a fingle inclofure, but in one in-

¢ ftance:™
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¢ ftance;” upon which, his Majefly, turns
ing to Lord Shelburne, faid, ¢ That was very
¢ dlhcent and careful indeed, to make only
““ one mlﬁake in twelve years.” ¢ Yes, Sir,”
faid his Lordthip, ¢ but that diligence and
¢ attention which is fo ufeful to others, i3
“ generally prejudicial to the perfons them-
¢ felves; and Mr. Pollock has fuffered greatly
“1n his health.,” ¢ Why,” replied the
King, ¢ that was A5 cafe,” looking moft
gracioufly towards me, ¢ for I rernember him
““ in a very bad ftate of health ; but he now
¢ {feems quite well.” ¢ Yes, Sir,” rejoined
I; < and Mr. Pollock is alfo very much reco-
¢ vered, and perfeétly capable of doing the
¢ bufinefs of the office.”” I need not add,

that Mr. Pollock was not put upon the fup-
prefled lift,

His Lordthip, not being very perfet in the
geography of America, as all the world now
knows, 1 took the pains to trace out, upon
the maps before him, every poft, ftation, and
mode of communication throughout the whole
- feat of the wﬁr, and explained to him the
plans which Lord Sackville had cencerted
for carrying it on, and the meafures which

e had
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had been taken, and the preparations which
had been made for the next campaign, with .
which he was fo much pleafed, that he de-
fired I would meet Sir Guy Carleton, and go
~over the whole again with them both, which
I accordingly did; and Sir Guy entered fo
entirely into the idea, that he went out with
a full purpofe of purfuing it, and, as I un-
derftood, with his Lordthip’s concurrence,
notwithftanding the refolution of the Houfe
of Commons againft offenfive operations;
and as he hath both zeal to incite, ability to
plan, and judgement to execute, there could
have been no doubt of his fucceeding ; but
he had fcarcely landed at New York, before
| he received orders from his Lordfhip to defift
" from all military enterprizes.

Upon the fubje& of making peace with
America, his Lordthip was pleafed to afk my
opmion ; and I told him that I had laid two
projects before Lord George Germain. ‘The
one was, to divide the eaftern fide of the
Continent into three great Governments, a
northern, a middle, and a fouthern one, and
to put each upon the fame footmc with Ire~
land.  The other was, to treat upon the

footmg



[ 27 ]

footing of the u#j poffidetis, which his Lord-
thip liked the beft; and with that view, had
ordered the attack of Penob{cott, the eftablifh-
ment of a port on the Chefapeak, and the
expeditions for the recovery of Georgia and
South Carolina ; and that the retaining them,
with the iflands of New York, Statin, Long
Ifland, Canada, and Nova Scotia, would, I
was convinced, {ecure to this country all the
trade of America which was worth haying,
at a much lefs charge to the Nation, than
we had hitherto been at for that country, He
atked me, if I thought America would treat
with us, upon fuch grounds? I faid, that J
had good reafon to believe they awould, or
that Mr, de Vergennes would oblige them to
do fo; for his Iordthip would fee, in Mr,
Laurens's papers ¥, that the French Minifter

had

% Mr. Laurens, when Prefident of the American Cons
grefs, made copies of all the difpatches he received from
the Commiflioners at Paris, and of all the difpatches he
tranfmitted to them, which, with “other mtereﬂmg
papers, were with him in a trunk, when the veflel, which
was cartying him to France, was taken off the Banks of -
Newfoundland. When he found the capture of the fhip
inevitable, he threw the trunk into the fea, which an in-
treptd Englith failor obferving, plunged in after it, and

¥ recoyered
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had declared to the American Commiflioners,
that France was incapable of giving them fur-
ther affifiance, and they muft do the beft they
could for themfelves ; and that the only hope
the Congrefs now had of maintaining their
independence, was upon the inaétivity or -
ability of our officers in carrying on the war,
or the retardments thrown in the way of 1ts
decifion, by fuch as had an intereft in its
continuance ; but that making an example or
two, would prefently deprive the rebels of
even that hope. His Lordthip thook his head,
and faid, America would never agree to any
thing lefs than total independence, Why did

recovered it, and it was brought to England with Mr.
Laurens, and delivered to me, " The papers were all care-
fully dried, and fele&ed for the infpection of His Majefty
and the Miniflers; and the information they contained,
~was deemed of the utmof? importance. Mr. Laurens makes
no fecret of faying they were all given back to bime A pre-
¢'s of them  however, may be found where it ought to
he. That very able negociator, Mr. Forth, who pofefled
the efleem ana confidence of both Maurepas and Vergen-
nes, and was in negociation with thofle Minifters, when
the famous defenfive refolution was come to in the Houfe
of Commens, can teflify what probability there was that
they would have obliged the Americans to accept of‘peéce

vpon the footing of the ut: P(ﬁdai:, when that refolution
was piffedy

we
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-we not fend for him a year ago? he could

then have done fomething for us, but now it
was too late.

The Quebec difpatches -of the laft yeaf,
which I had undertaken to prepare anfwers
to, had been a month with his Lordfhip,
‘without my being able to get any direCtions
from him refpeting the anfwers to be given.

- He had appointed me a dozen mornings at
leaft, to read over the letters with him, but
he had as often fent me away without open-
ing the boxes. Iat laft received a meflage
at eleven o’clock on a Sunday night, to come
to him immediately ; but as I had ever made
ita rule, while I was Under Secretary, nei-
ther to go to the office, nor to do any bufi-
nefs that was not neceflary to be immediately
difpatched, upon that folemn day, 1 return- -
ed his Lordfhip for anfwer, that I was juft
going to read prayers to my famly, and
would wait upon him early the next morning.
The meflenger inftantly came back, with his
Lordfhip’s compliments, and that he did not
know it-was fo late when he fent, but would
be glad to fee me the next morning, The
next merning I accordingly went ; when his

Lordthip
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Lordfhip obferving the difpatches to be very

voluminous, afked me, if I could not give
him fome account of them ! and I gave him
my precis, by which I meant toanfwer them,
with which he was vaftly pleafed ; and told
me to draw {uch letters as I thought fit, and
bring them to him. I then faid, he muft
firft tell me what 1 was to {ay upon particular
topics, (which I named) for it was my duty
to obey his dire@tions. He confidered a little,
and then told metg do as I thought beft my-
4elf, I prepared the drafts accordingly, and
{ent them to his Lordfhip’s houfe, where they
remained fome days, without receiving any
direttions refpetting them ; fo to fave my-
felf from blame, I wrote the following note,

and fent it in a box tohis Lordfhip ;

¢ 'The Quebec merchants have repeated
** their application for the immediate failing
¢« of the convoy, without waiting for any
*¢ fhips that are not ready. Your Lordthip
¢ will be pleafed to recolle®, that there are
#¢ {everal drafts with you, waiting your Lord-
¢ fhip’s correction, before they can be writ-
¢ ten for your figning. There will be two
¥ more official letters, which Mr. Knox pro-

¢ pofeg
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¢ pofes to prepare, when he gets anfwers
¢ from the Treafury and Commander in
«¢ Chief, which will complete what relates
“ to paff meafures, and be does not think it
“ awould be proper in bim to prepare any letter
““ refpecting the future, left it fhould have ile
“ gppearance of obtruding  into your Lord/bip’s
“ confidence, which be bas always carefully
“ qvoided, as wnbecoming in bis prefent fitu-
. ation.”
18¢th April, 1982,

This produced an order for me to come to
him. When he looked over the drafts, he
faid they were very fenfible and very well
drawn, but he thould confider them by him-
felf. He did {o; and fome days afterwards
produced them with very material alterzi‘q
tions; and when I pointed out to him
the want of confiftency between the parts,
he put them in his pocket, faying he
thould write fomething himfelf. And fo
ended my official attendance; for the ne:t
day I found Mr. Ord in my Room, when
I went to the office ; his Lordthip {foon came
down, and, fending for me, told me how '

| much



[ 32 ]

much he was obliged to me, and that my
behaviour had made a very deep 1mpreﬂion
on his mind, and atked me if I withed him to
do any thing for me. I exprefled my fenfe
of his Lordfhip’s goodnefs to me, but told
him that as the King had been {o very com-
paflionate and kind to me, I could mot think
of being any farther chérge to His Majefty ;
that it would make me happy to receive {uch
a pe‘rmanent mark of His Majefty’s approba-
tion of my condué as had not unufually been
given toUnder Secretaries, andoffered toothers
who had declined 1t; but that as I could not
now tell what part of my American property
might be reftored to me, I would not at pre-
fent follicit 1t, but I begged his L01dfh1p
would befeech His Majefty to have me in his
remembrance upon {fome future occafion.
His Lordfhip was {o very obliging as to fay
that he confidered the penfions given to Mirs.
Knox and me, as given to me as an Ameri-
can {ufferer ? and that when the compenfation
to be made {or the fupprefied offices was fet-
tled, as the expence would be provided for
by Parliament, I might rely upon his taking
care that I received ample compenfation . for

my office of Under Secretary, for, added his
Lordfhip,
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- Lordthip, you will take notice that you vre not
Juperfeded :  Mr. Ord is not your fucceffor,
your office is fuppreffed. His Lordthip was ap-
pointed to the Treafury before the compens=
fation for the fupprefled offices was fetcled,
and I was the only perfor to whom nothing
was given ; and when I underftood #at to be
the cafe, I writ the following letter to Mt
Rofe, then Secretary to the Treafury, and
received the fellowing anfwet,

5 March, 1783.
SIR,

LETTERS having been written to the
Secretary of the late Board of Trade, and to
my colleague, for the laft fix months, as Un-
der Secetary of State in the American Depart-
ment, and to all the clerks who have been de-
prived of their fituationsin thofe offices by their
fuppreffion, acquainting thern that the Lords
Commiffionets of the Treafury had made
them all allowances in ésmpenfation of thé
incomes they had been deprived of ; and no
{uch letter having comé to me, 1 am con-
ftrained to give you the troubls of chis lstter

f ' to
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to requeft the favour of you to move their
Lordfhips to permit you to inform me on
what accountit is that I, who had ferved as
Under Sccretary to every Secretary oi State
that has filled the American department,
from its inftitution to its fuppreflion, and
even attended the Earl of Shelburne when that
department was abforb’d in the domeftic, un-
til his Lordfhip was more ably ferved, fhould
be the only perfon pafled over upon this occa-
fion without compenfation, and even without
notice, ' '

I am, Sir, &c.

WILL. KNOX,

Copy of Mr. Rofe’s anfwer, dated 17 March,

7 - 1783

SIR, :

UPON reading to My Lords Commiffio-
ners of the Treafury your Letter, dated the.
sth inftant, refpedting a compenfation  for-
your office of Under Secretary of State for the.
American department, I am direGed to ac--
quaint you that my Lords are of opinion that

you
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you have no claim whatever to ' a compenfation
for th\e lofs of your office, you having already
a penfion of 600l a year for yourfelf, and
the like {um for Mrs. Knox.

T am, Sir, &c.
GEO. ROSE.

And when, after Lord Shelburne’s refig-
nation, I writ to him to requeft he would
give me a teftimony of my condu& towards
him in the Secretary of State’s office, fimilar
to that the noble Lords, to whom Thad been

Under Secreta,ry, had give11 *, to prove to
‘ Mr.

* The following are copies of the certificates of the
Farls of Hillfborough and Dartmouth, and Lord Sack-
ville, the originals of which I put into Mr. W, Grenville’s
hands, witha ftate of my cafe, which he was fo good as
to fay he would deliver to Mr. Pitt 5 for the Minifier
would never allow me the honour of an audience,

¢« Thefe are to certify that William Knox, Efg. exe-
- % cuted the office of Under Secretary of State for the A-
¢ merican departmerit, from the time of his appointment,
s¢ until I refigned the feals, with fidelity and ability, to
¢ my entire fatisfaCion and His Majefly’s approbation.
‘ “ Signed,
« HILLSBOROUGH.”
J2 The
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- M. Pitt that it was not for freachery or mifs

behaviour, at leaft, T was {o hardly treated,
. His

This certificate was enclofed in a letter to me, dated at
Hillfborough, the gth July, 1785, in which his Lord-
fhip, with his wonted noblenefs of fentiment and kind-
pefs for me, was pleafed to exprefs himfelf in the fol-
lowing terms: ¢ Ihave great pleafure in hearing you
¢ are in good health, but am much concerned you meet
“ with any harth treatment from adminiftration, and I
‘% am certain it is very undefervedly. I fend you, with
¢ all my heart and from my heart, the certificate. ybu de-
« fire; you will find it at the back of this Letter, and
¢ fincerely wifh it may be of ufe to you. ' '

-

113 Iam’
¢ With great truth and regard, &ec,
' « HILLSBOROUGH.”

¢ Thele areto certify that William Knox, Efq. exe-
t cuted the office of Under Secretary of State for the
¢ American department, during the time I held the fealg
. of that department, with diftinguifhed. fidelity and abis
¢ lity, to my entire fatisfaction.

o~

s Signed,

¢ DARTMOUTH.”

‘The noble Eatl, whofe approbation only is a fufhicient
teftimony of. any man’s integrity, was pleafed to convey, -
this certificate o me with the following note, dated the
26th Jane, 1785. ’

Dear
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His Lordfhip fent for me and told me he
thought it was civilr to tell me what he had
to

« Dear Knox,

% Tam much farprifed that there fhould be any eccas
¢ fion for a certificate of your fidelity ; but if the pfef,ent
¢ Treafury do not know you fo well as I do, itis theig
¢ misfortune as well as yours. You have on this, as
¢ on every other occafion, the hearty good withes of

% Yours,

« DARTMOUTH.”

My noble friend, Lord Sackville, being then in Lon-
don, defired me to write whatever I thought would be
nfeful to me, and he would put his name to it; but I
thought the following copy of the certificate Lord Hillf-,
borough had fent me would fatisfy the Treafury, if any
thing could, that I was not deferving the ftigma fixed
upon me, and defired nothing more from his Lordfhip;
but the public will, in fome future time, be more fully in-
formed of his Lordfhip’s fentiments.

“ Thefe are to certify that William Knox, Efq. exes
¢ cuted the office of Under SPcrefary of State, for the
¢ American department, during the time I held the
¢ feals of that department, with fidelity and ability, ta
¢ my entire fatisfaftion and His Majefty’s approbation.

-

o

¢ Jigned,
s SACKVILLE.™
Thele



| [ 38 ]
to fay, than to write it. Every thing (he faid) |
relating to the American war, and every one
concerned in it, he wifhed to avoid thinking
of, and he could not do any thing that might
look like an approbation of any thing belong-
ing to it, and befides he could affure me that
nothing that came from him would be of any
fervice to- me with Mr. Pitt.. He then, to
get rid of the fubject, atked me about my
adventurous undertaking in Pembrokethire
with an old friend of his, adding {fome very
fhrew’d obfervations which fhew’d his deep
penetration and thorough knowledge of man-
kind, and might have been of much ufe to
me 1f they had not unfortunately come too
late.

Thefe certificates, however, inftead of being of the
ufe to me thofe noble perfons hoped, and I expeéted, they
would have been, feem only to have confirmed that jea-
loufy of my official knowledge and r¢fentment againft me,
which what was before known of my fervices under
Lord North’s adminiftration had excited; but as Iin-
tend to throw myfelf upon the juftice and candor of that
Parliament which has fo honourably wiped off the flain
fixed upon the national charaler, by the facrifice of the
properties of the Loyalifts, by the generous and juft com-
penfation they granted for them, 1 fhall here take no far-
ther notice of the treatment I have met with,

What
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What pafled between his Lordthip and me
refpecting the St Euftatius papers, is ftated
in my evidence before the Houfe of Lords, 2
corret copy of which is in the Appendix,
No. I.; butthereisan expreflion in it which
it is proper I thould explain. I faid Gouver-
neur and Curzon remained in exffody until
the revolution of the miniftry in 1782, which
was Jegally accurate, as they were held to
bail, but not {o in the fenfe I really meant it,
and believed to be the cafe; for I did not
know they had been admitted to bail, and
confidering the fituation I was in, and the
particular charge I had of them, I could not
Juppofe fuch a ftep could have been taken
without my knowing of it; for, befides my
having fat as a Middlefex juftice with Sir
Sampfon Wright at their examination and
commitment, though it was not thought ne-.
ceflary I thould fign the warrant, their keep-
ers had fpecial dire®tions not to fuffer any
perfon -to have accefs to them without an
order from me: this was done, not to pre-
vent any of their mercantile friends or connec-
tions coming to them, but to deter any of
the abettors of the American rebellion from

making them an inftrument of annoyance to
: the
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the Adminiftration” for as they knew I kept
a pretty good watch over them; and that no
confideration of imyfelf would withhold me
from taking any ftep which the Kin g’s fervice
and the public fafety rendered neceflary; truft-
ing to the purity of my motives, and the
good fenfe and mtegrity of an Englith jury
for proteftion; there was no likelihood that
any of them would apply to me for fuch pers
miffion, and that order had never been re-
voked, to my knowledge; but the fact was,
that from the time Mr. Rigby and Mr. Duns
dafs, confpired to break up Lord North’s Ad=
miniftration, by attacking Lord George Ger~ "
main in the Houfe of Commons, until the
day of his refignation, the feals of the Ames
rican department might be faid to have been
in abeyance, as his Lordfhip neither attended
the Cabinet nor went to the King, and, in=
deed, was moftly out of town, as will appear
from two of his Lordthip’s letters to me at
the time, which I have given in the Appen=
‘dix, No. 2 and 3; and it became my duty,
in confequence of his Lorthip’s orders, to
keep aloof from the offices, and if bufinefs
did not come to look for me, which was not
probable in that Adminiftration, not- to go

to
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20 look forit. Hence it was, that I Femaina
ed ignorant of the whole tranfacion ; and
that ignorance will, I trufty excufe the inac-
curacy of my expreffion 5 and the reafons I
have given that nothing /hould have pafied,
without my knowledge, will actount for my
* prefumption, that nothing had pafled, but

what 1 was acquainted with,

Next to the meafures I have propofed for
ftrengthening the ‘Conflitution, I would re-
commend to your attention an obje&, with
‘which the fafery of the State is moft intimate-
ly connetted; 1 mean, zhe provifion of timber
Jor the conflruction of fhips of the line. 1 am
well aware, thatit is the general opinion, that
{uchisthe ftate of the growing timber through-
out England, as to afford no ground to ap-
prehend a deficiency ; but I will, notwiths
{tanding that opinion, ventureto foretel, that
if no-better care is taken -than has been, there
will not be a fingle tree to be purchafed in an-
-other century, fit for the conftruction of a
ninety-gun fhip ; and I will give the reafons
upon which I found that predition.

g Te
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I happen to be a proprietor of woods,
and I have cut down oak trees of different
ages: a wood of eighty years ftanding,
produced a fum only equal to a rent of one
thilling per acre, with compound interef}, for
the time it had been ftanding ; while a copice
of twenty years growth, produced equal
te four thillings per acre, the intereft com-
puted in the fame manner. Canit, then, be
expected, that any owners of woods will let
~ his oak trees ftand two hundred, or even one
hundred years, which they ought to do, for
the purpofe I have mentioned, when he muft
evidently lofe fo greatly by it. Trees in parks
or ornamental fituations, I grant, may be
permitted to {tand the full time of their
growth ; but even when they are arrived at
it, the proprietor will find himfelf no gainer
by {elling them to the navy entire, inftead of
cutting them up for country ufe. ‘The mif-
chief done to the ground where the tree is
fell’d, and over, or rather through whichit
muft be drawn, the pulling down fences, and
all the other damages their removal entire
muft occafion in a fine park, orbeautiful lawn,
would be {o great, thatIam convinced every

inland
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inland gentleman of tafte would do as the

Marquis of Buckingham has done, give up

the price of the timber, and fuffer the trees

to die of old age, rather than difpofe of them

upon fuch termis.  But the moft forcible rea-

fon for my opinion, i1s fhll to mention,—

What owner of a landed eftate 15 it, in the

prefent times, ‘that will prefer the emolu-

ment of his great grandfon to his own ? and

what probability 1s there, that the heirs for

four or five generations will all be fuch felf-

denyers, as to fuffer marketable timber to

defcend, untouched, to their {uccefiors ; and

indeed, the univerfal pradtice of making

every landed man a tenant for life only, upon

his marriage, and the diffipated turn of males

and females, renders it highly improbable

that any timber in the kingdom will be {uf-

- fered to ftand beyond one generation ; for it
is to the tim@er upon the fettled eftate, that

‘recourfe muft be had for relief from pecuniary
embarrafment, under fuch circumitances, =

"To flatter ourfelves, therefore, that becaufe
.much is planted, and much is now ftanding,
that a {ufficient quantity will bC-i‘UﬂQCFEd to

arrive at the proper age for the conftruction

' g 2 O{
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of large fhips, would be the moft confummate
folly, and drgue a great ignorance of man-
kind ; and therefore, I truft, pofterity will
bave . to thank your Society, for {ecuring
to them a fufficient {upply of large tim-
ber, by inciting Goverament to make ufe
of the only means that can be effeftual, or
at all to be depended upon, for the purpofe;
which is, the mclofing the Royal Forefls, and
planting them with acorns. ,

‘That any people could be happy without
virtue, that virtue thould thrive without re-
ligion, and that religion thould flourith with-
out a priefthood, and that a priefthood fhould
{ubfift without an eftablithment, can only be
imagined by fuch politicians as are qualified
for lodgings in one of the fides of Moorfields.
In fo far, therefore, asthe cry againft tythes
has the depriving the clergy of a legal main-
tenance for its. object, it 1s to be reprobated

~ by all mankind; but as the mamtenance it-
Jelf 1s not {o generally declaimed againft, as
the smpolicy of the mode that produces it,
whichi is reprefented as a great difcoura gement
to tillage, and the improvement of the king-

Clomg
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dom, it ‘miay not be amifs to examine the
ground of #hat objeition to tythes,

In the natural ftate of all countries, flocks
and herds muft be the general property of the
people, and their increafe the means of ac-
quiring wealth, as that is a produce which
requires little labour and lefs tkill in the
owner to obtain ; but a people, whofe {fole
property is in fheep and cattle, cannot be nu-
merous ; for their very profperity prevents
their increafe, the land becoming o0 fireight
for them, as the plains of Canaan did for
Abraham and Lot. The neceffity of ac-
quiring property, and procuring fubfiftence
by other means, therefore, neceflarily intro-
duces tillage ; and the cultivated products of
the earth becomes the fuftenance of the poorer
and more numerous claflfes.  As the demand
for vegetable food increafes, that for animal
leflens ; and as the quantity produced of the
- vegetable, muft be greatly inferior, for many
years, to the produce of the animals, the price

of the one will be vaftly higherthan that of
the other. Such was the cafe in England
from the earlieft accounts to the prefent
~century 3 and we may obferve, that the price

of,
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of grain has been gradually decreafing,. and
that of animals rifing, accoerding to the pro-
portion which the produce of each bore to the
demand, infomuch, that fleth and corn have
neww changed the places they ffood m, with
refpeét to each other, and the prices they
bore in Queen Elizabeth’s reign.  Sheep and
cattle are certainly neceflary as well as corn,
and a due proportion ought to be obferved be-
tween them, which the price would of stfelf
regulate, if things were left to take their pa-
tural courfe, and each to find its own level ;
hut as, i order to promote tillage, the Legifs
fature has interfered, and given to Corn pro-
duéts an advantage over the animal, which
has deftroyed the equilibrium, and checked
the nateral operation of the increafe of that
produce beyond the demand of the inhabi-
tants, by giving a bounty upon the export
of corn, (which is, in fat, calling in the in-
habitants of other countries to affift in the
confumption of a fuperabundant produce of
corn, and thereby keeping up its price,) it
prevents the farmer from reducing the quan-
rity to the home confumption, and increafing
the animal produce, by turning more of his
};ﬁnd wmto pafturage ; {o that the danger now
ta



{ 47 ]
to be apprehended, is, that England, from
\ being a country of péﬁurage only, will be-
come a land of tillage only. To prevent the
running from one extreme to the other, ought
to be the cate of the State{man, and the giv-
g attention to fuch fubjets i times of
‘peace, would as well become his ftation, and
be infinitely more beneficial te the. public,
thanhis riding in the whirlwind, and direZling
the florm of the moft fuccefsful war. But
befides the confideration of a proper fupply
of both animal and vegetable food for the
pedplé, the procuring fupplies of fuch mate-
rials for our manufaltures, as are connefted
with each of thofe fpecies of fuftenance, is
another moft important objeft ; and in this
refpect, the animal {pecies has infinitely the
preference to the vegetable.

Of the ten millions of inhabitants this ifland
is faid to contain, full five millions are em-
ployed in manufadtures; and the materials
for the greater part of them are taken from
the theep or the horned animals, while very
few in comparifon are taken from the grain
. or flraw of corn :  Let not then the encou-
sagement of tillage be the fole objelt of your

zeal s
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zeal ; but {pare a little of your attention to
the procuring a proper fupply of theep and
black cattle ‘alfo; and in this view confider -
tythesasonly operatingasacounterpoifeto the
bourty on corn, and withholding the farmer
from too eargerly availing himfelf of the cer-
tain profit which that bounty at all times,
holds out to him froma corn produce, and
inducing him to throw out a proportion of his
fand into paﬁu‘rage.f This falutary effect the
demand of tythes certainly has, and in fa&t
they, with the bounties, are the great regu-
lators of the national agriculture, and they mu-
tually check and controul each other ; though
the influence of tythes isbecome too feeble to
preferve the equilibrium between the two
produls, as is evident from the late prodi-
gious advance in the prices of animal food,
beyond that of vegetable, and therefore the
continvance of the whole of the prefent bouni-
7y 15 a fit obje&t of confideration ; but the
abolition of tythes would certainly increafe
the mifchief, and the price of flefh would
not only rife much higher than it now is, but
thole moft neceffary and eflential materials
for our manufatures, Woél;‘I’éath@r, tallow,
bone, and hair, be fo much increafed in price,
as
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asto depnvc us of all foreign confumptlon *”
In this-inveftigation of the fubje&, I have
confined myfelf to political confiderations
only, that being the ftrong ground of the ad-
verfary, and I think I have fhewn that it
would be impolitic to abolith tythes, or make
any change in the manner of their payment.
But although I do not admit the claim of the
Clergy to be jure divino, and fhould be no
more influenced by the example of Melchi-
fideck and Abraham, than by that of Dr.
Price, and Alderman Sawbridge; yet, as all
tenants take the payment of tythesinto their
account, when they agree to rent land, and
all land-owners let their lands for a propor-
tionably larger or fmaller rent, according to
the cond1t1on of their being free from, or
fubjet t/o, tythes, all the complamts of the
tenants of the hardfhips of paying them are
unjuft and ill founded; and as the legal nght

# Iffaéts be defired in proof of what I have been ad-
vancing, let the prices paid by the Vi€tualling Office for
bgef and pork, wheat and barley, finceits firft eftablifh«
ment, be called for, and compared together, and for our fu-
tare guidance, let the fame clerks of the different markets
who now make weekly returns of the prices of grain,
make the like returns of the prices of flefh.

b 18
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is unqueftionable, I truft the clergy will meet
with your fupport in the enjoyment of them.

We are often called upon to pray fora
blefling on all fchools and feminaries of found
kearning, and religious education, and yet I be-
lieve' we thould find it difficult to defcribe the
religious part of the education ini any of them,
The boys in the great fchools are taught
their catechifm and the Latin articles, and
at the Univerfities, they read the Greek
Teftament, and perhaps Grotius de veritate;
butin fac the Chriftian Religionis almoft the only
thing awe are not taught in the courfe of what
is called a Jiberal or regular education; and
a man may become entitled to put an
L.L.D. to his name, without knowing
as much of the Religion of his country, as
he does of the Heathen Mythology. How-
ever, as I have in a late publication® endea-
voured to call up the public attention to are-
form of our Liturgy, and to render the prac-
tice of our church more correfpondent with
its principles; Ifhall not farther enlarge up-
on the {ubjeét here, only to obferve that our

* Obfervations on the Liturgy, printed for Debrett.

Collegﬁ
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College Chapels are the only confecrated edi-
fices in the kingdom, in which the Liturgy
is read, and no fermon ever preached. What
I have to propofe for remedy of this defect
in the {yftem of our education, will be at-
tended with fome {mall expence to the na-
tion ; but as the religious inftrution of our
youth is an obje@ of fuch infinite confe-
quence, it ought not furely to be grudged;
and indeed 1t is a difgrace to all former Ad-
miniftrations, that it never has been granted,
There are, 1 believe, in both Univerfities,
forty-three chapels in which prayers are
read about twenty-four Sundays in every year.’
Let, then, the fmall fum of two guineasa Sun-
day be given to each for a Sunday lefiure, or
elementary difcourfe upon the principles of
our religion after the morning prayér; and
thofe who have a relith for a common place of
a {uperior ftyle, may afterwards attend the
proceflion to the great church. The whole
expence would be no more than zo64 guineas
per annum, not half the charge“of the go-
vernment of Cape Breton; and furely we
ought to lay out as ’m‘uch for cultivating the
minds of all our youth of the fuperior claf-
fes with the true principles of our religion,

b2 as
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as we do to improve the. barren rocks of an
ifland on the other fide the Atlantic. In fes
rious truth, if fome ftep of this kind.be not
taken, the youth of the lower clafles, by
means of the Sunday and other charity
{chools, will be the beft-inftruéted Chriftians
in the kingdom ; and our prayers mufl refer
to thofe fchools, as the only feminaries of
religious education entitled to the blcfﬁng of
the Almighty.

When I determined upon this publication,
it was my intention to furnith ybu with an’
hiftorical account of the {everal éxtra official
tranfactions I had been engaged in refpe&ting
this country, Ireland, and America, and to
make you acquainted with the plans which
had been formed, the parts which had beer
executed, and what {hill remained for confi-
deration ; but as the prefent calamitous ftate
of the King's health occafions a general ftag-
nation of all Government, I fhall referve
the hiftory of what has paffed refpeéting the
Britith Colonies in America and the United
States, as well as what I have to propofe re-
ipe&ting them, until better times, and only
take potice of two important parts of my -

| plan,
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plan, which have been already undee-the
confideration of His Majefty’s fervants.——
Thefe are, the religious ¢ftablifbments in the
remainizg Britith Colonies on the Continent,
and the correfpondence hetween Great Britain
and Ireland and America, In refpect to the
former, the annexed copy (Appendix No, IV.)
of the draught of the letter from the
Society - for Propagation of the Gofpel to
Lord Sidney, and of mine to Mr. Pitt, (Ap-
pendix, No, V.) which refers to it, will fur-
nith al] the information neceflary to ground
an enquiry into what bas been done™* ; and
in refpect to the correfpondence with America,
the annexed plan, (Appendix, No. VL)
which I prepared at the requeft of my noble
friend and former colleague in office, Lord
Walﬁnghém, will, T imagine, give full fa-
tisfation to whoever'has geographical know-
ledge or capaéity fufficient to comprehend it,.

which unfortunately was not the cafe with
~ all thofe in official fituations, to whofe con-
fideration it was fubmitted ; and although I

* The two tra&s refpefting the Negroe Slaves, and
the one refpecting the Free Indians, lately reprinted by
Debrett; may alfo be confidered as a part of my gene-
ral plan. )

| had
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‘Had the honour to receive from His Majeﬁyis
own mouth, many months fince, his re-
peated entire approbation of it, no part of it
has yet been carried into execution, nor any
ftep taken towards it, except the furvey of
Crooked Ifland by Lord Walfingham’s direc-
tions, which has been found to contain an
excellent road, eafy and fafe to enter and.
depart from, with great plenty of freth wa-
ter, in direét contradiétion to the report of
the late Board of Admiralty, which afferted
there was neither the one nor the other.
To obviate all objetions to the plan, through
the apprehenfion of the increafed charge it
might bring upon the revenue, I propofed to
carry on the whole correfpondence upon
either of two footings, viz. to pay to the
Poft Office the full amount of the clear re-
venue hitherto received from the American
correfpondence, as a rent for a leafe for a
number of years, or to take the fum the
monthly packets have bitherto coff the public, as
a full allowance for cartying on the whole
nine days correfpondence: if, however, your
Society be of opinion that it is as greata
national objet as 1 conceive it to be, ‘you

will,
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will, no doubt, lend your force to compel 1ts

'

adoption,

The commercial intercourfe between Great
Britain and Ireland cannot long remain upon
its prefent footing ; and as an exceedingly
wife and politic flep has been taken in unit-
ing the two Privy Councils into one, for the
purpofe of inveftigating and deliberating upon
fuch {ubje@s as affet both kingdoms, I truft
that an equal and juft tariff will be fettled,
and a gentle and mutually agreeable com-
mercial band will be added to the other ten-
der ligaments which tye, and, I hope, will for
ever bind, the two iflands together. The bet-
ter to enable your affociation to give their
affiftance in this important and delicate bufi-
nefs, I fhall give, as a fecond part of this
publication, an hiftorical account of what
‘has been already done for Ireland, in which
1 had fo large a fhare, that I thall, in fa&,

be only writing my own memoirs.

APPE N-






APPENDIX

Extraét from the Minutes of the Hozg”ié of Lords.
Die Mercurii, § Suly, 1586,

UP ON ‘the fecond reading of the St. Eufta-
tius bill, William Knox was called in; and being
{worn was examined.

9. Do you know any thing of the books
fent and delivered from St. Euftatius at the Se-
cretary of State’s office in the year 1781 ?

A. There were two tran{miffions of books
and papers from St. Euftatius ; they came firft
to the Admiralty, and by the Admiralty were
fent to the Secretary of State’s office. The firft

A came
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eame in the Vengeance; they refpected two
perfons fent as prifoners in the name of Gou-
verneur and Curzon ; they were Britifh fubjeds,
but merchants fettled at St. Euftatius. They
were brought in cuftody, and accufed of high
treafon, and of fupplying the Rebel Congrefs
with military {tores. Upon their arrival I was
dire@ed to fend for Sir Sampfon Wright, and
we examined them upon the charges which we
found in the papers that came along with them,
and the fa&s appeared fo evident and ftrong
againft them, as well from the papers as from
their own confeflion, that Sir Sampfon Wright
committed them for high treafon. One was
fent to Clerkenwell Bridewell, Newgate not
being in a condition to receive him at that time;
the other, not being in a good ftate of health,
was fuffered to continue in the hands.of one of
the King’s meflengers. The papers were fe-
cured in the office. The two men remained in
cuflody 4l the revolution of the Minifiry in
March 14982, I conceiving from the com-
plection of the new Adminiftration, that neither -
Gouverneur nor Curzon would be long conti-
nued in confinement, but more likely thatl

myfelf might be profecuted for the fhare I had
: n
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in their “confinement, * thought it for my
own fafety, and of thofe with whom I had the
honour to a& at that time, to lay my hands on
one part of thofe papers which contained the
principal evidence of their criminality ; and
thofe papers I have kept in my cuftody ever fince.
I was not much miftaken in my conje€ture,
for in a few days Gouverneur and Curzon were
difcharged. 'They came down to the Sccretary
of State’s office to demand their papers; I was
afked by the Earl of Shelburne what I knew
of the papers ? I told him they were in the cuf-
tody of the firft clerk, Mr. Pollock, except the
papers I had, which I did not acquaint his
Lordfhip with, and I afterwards underftood his
Lordfhip had dire&ed Gouverneur and Curzon
to get their papers. 'The other parcel of papers
came fome days after the former ones in the
Venus, as I recolle®. 'They were in great
boxes, a great number of them, and were under
the care of the chief Juftice of St. Chriftopher’s,
a Mr. Gorges, and Capt. Nichols. - Mr. Gorges

% The p;zrt of that Adminiftration of which I had this
opinion can beft be defcribed by a certain Mr. Jennings,
who it is #now generally known was employed as a double
/py 5 and as he is faid to have received a reward of gool
of the public money (hefides having his St. Euftatius
papers reftored to himj fince the peace, the public has
a right to his information.

A 2 gm?c
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gave me fome account of what thofe papers
were. I, finding them {o very voluminous,
and being engaged in bufinefs of more impor-
tance at that tinie, my then col'eague, Sir Ben-
jamin ‘Thompfon, was appointed to examine
‘them, and he took to his affiftance a Mr. Len-
nard, now Chief Juftice of Bermudas, and a Mr,
Savage, an American loyalift ; and I begged of
them to make what we officially call a precis,
or {fmall abridgement of the contents of each pa-
per. 'They made a confiderable progrefs in it}
I have feen the precis; it contained feveral
particulars of the commercial tranfactions of the
people of St. Euftatius, with both the Rebel

- States and the enemy : but as there were no
perfons charged fpecifically, or profecutions
intended againft any of them, nor any proceed-
ings refpecting the ftate, I gave no more attens
tion to the papers, and they were {uffered to re-
main in one of the clerk’s rooms in the office,
where I believe they were when I left the
office. '

2. Whether you examined any of the letters
as well as the books ?

A. 1 did not,
2. You
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9. You faid you kept back fome papers, what
might they be ?

A. They were the duplicates of the bills of
lading, which contained the cargoes of the dif-
ferent veflels which Gouverneur and Curzon
had laden with military ftores, and fent to
America for the Congrefs. '

Q. Are thofe papers now in your cuftody ?

A. They are, They are the duplicates of -
the bills of lading, It is cuftomary for there to
be more than one copy of bills of lading, and
thefe are thofe which were kept by Gouverneur
and Curzon,

2. Did you fee the letters of Gouverneur
and Curzon under their own hand, going to
Holland, and which were intercepted in the
Dutch Fleet ?

A 1 think T did,

Q. Were not thofe letters laid before his Ma-
jeﬁy’s Attorney and Solicitor General ?

4. That I do not recolleé.
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No. IL

Extradl of two Letters from Lord Grorce
GermaiN 0 W. Krox, Efy.

Drayton, 7th Fanuary, 1782.
IF Lord North can ftrengthen the hands of
Government by removing Lord Sandwich and
me, without prejudice to the King’s honour
and intereft, I thould be the firft to advife him
to adopt the meafure; my only motive for ac-
cepting office was, the hope of being of ufe
- when our affairs in America feemed defperate ;
the moment my retiring from employment can
anfwer the fame end, if my confent was necef~
fary I fhould moft cheerfully giveit, all Idread
is, that the Parliament fhould meet again
without any plan being fettled, which may af-
ford a profpe of fuccefs ; for if Lord North
1s to guard againft avowed enemies and the
treachery of profefled friends, he will rifk not
only his own defeat, but may fubject the King
to difgrace. '

You will remember to excufe me to Lord
Hill{borough, for not attending the dinner on
Thurfday ; my being prefent can be of no ad-

vantage
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vantage, as I cannot puth forward any bufinefs

till I know whether I am to have any fhare m
the execution of it. ‘ ‘

No. III.

Drayton, Fanuary 11th, 1782.
I RETURN you the letter to the Admi-

ralty figned, and I am glad you have worded
it with proper caution. 1 conclude you have
the minute of Cabinet to juftify my proceeding,
for in the precarious fituation in which I ftand,
I can take no meafure of confequence upon
myfelf. You will therefore be [o good as to heep
me as much out of the [crape as poffible. The
furrender of St. Euftatius muft be the effe&t
of treachery. The MaFquis de Bouille would
never have hazarded fuch an attempt with {o
fmall a force, unlefs he had fettled the bufinefs
beforehand ; this affair is too bad to be paﬁ'ed
over even in thefe times. Ihope you will ex-
plain to thofe who fay I ought to be in town,
‘that I am not here for amufement, but that I
thought it more proper and decent to keep out
of the way: and I beg you would acquaint Lord
North with my reafon for being abfent.

[THESE
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[T HE SEletters, written in the fincerity of
“that fervent friendfhip and unbounded confi-
dence his Lordthip placed in the man to whom
they were addrefled (and which was never
abated till that hour of calamity to his country
and his friends in which he breathed his laft,
as will appear in due time:) baffle all attempts
at panegyric, and pronounce an culogium
upon the fuperiority of his underftanding, and
the pure difinterefted patriotifm of his heart,
equal to what the feraphs muft have proclaimed
upon his arrival among them:]

No. 1V.

Copy of the Draught of a Letter from the Society
Jor the Propagation of the Gofpel to Lord
SYDNEY, alluded toinmy Letter to My. Prrr.

THE Society for Propagation of the Gofpel
in foreign parts, having under their confidera-
tion the ftate of their miffions in Morth Ame-
rica, and of the church of England, in fuch
parts of it as remain under the dominion of his
Majefty, are anxious to be informed what
fteps have been taken by Government fince the
laft peace, towards forming a church ¢ftablifb-

I ment
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ment  therein, and making a permanent pro-
~ wifion for #ts miniflers. They have learned |
with much fatisfaltion from the communication
your Lordfhip was pleafed to'make to them, that
inftruétions have been given to the Governor
of New Brunfwick, to appropriate traéts of
lands in the parifhes to be laid out in that
province, for glebes for the minifters to be ap-
pointed to fuch parithes, and other fmaller
trads for fchoolmaflers, and that a falary of 751.
per annum is intended to be allowed in the
" eftimate to be granted by Parliament to each of
four minifters of the church of England with-
in that province; but the Society wifh to
know whether any f{um is intended to be al-
lowed for building churches for thofe minifters
to officiate in, and houfes for their refidence,
both of which they conceive to be abfolutely
neceflary, as the circumftances of the inhabi-
tants, who they underftand are chiefly diftref-
fed Loyalifts, will not admit of their contribu-
ting any thing at prefent to the conftrution of
fuch edifices, and on the fame account they are
induced to exprefs their with that the allow=
ance of 75 1. to-each of the minifters, may be
increafed to at leaft 100l. which was the fa-
lary allowed to the minifters a‘ppo,mted to Fafk
B and
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and Weft Florida, when that country was
ere¢ted into thofe two provinces ; the climate
of which being more benign, requires lefs ex-
pence for cloathing, fuel, and other defences
again{t cold, than is neceflary to provide in the
long and fevere winters of New Brunfwick.

The Society alfo underftand that fimilar in-
ftructions have been given to the Governors of
Quebec and Nova Scotia, to appropriate trals
of lands for glebes, and {maller portions
for {choolmafters, in all the diftricts laid out
for the accommodation of the Loyalifts in thofe
provinces, and they requeft to be informed how
far the Governors have complied with thofe in-
ftru&ions ; in what places the emigrants are
leated ; whether they have carried any clerg
of the church of England with them ; whether
any aflignments have been made for the {ub-
fiftence of fuch clergymen, upon the revenue
of Quebec, or upon the quit rents of Nova
Scotia, or any other fund appropriated for the
erection of churches and parfonage houfes ¢

The Society are ftrongly incited to requet in-
formation upon thefe feveral heads, from their
apprehenfions of the want thofe people muft be

n
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in of religious inftru@ion and fpiritual comfort,
and from the confcioufnefs of their own inabi-
lity to {upply them from the great decreafe of
their funds, which are now fo reduced, that
they find themfelves under the neceflity of dift
continuing fome of their miffions, and leflening
the allowance to others. They are, indeed, per~
{uaded that fuch is the flourithing ftate of the
Quebec revenue, that ample ftipends for fuch
church of England clergymen as may be want-
-ed in that province may be afforded from it; and
hey are not lefs confident that the quit rents
~ payable in Nova Scotia would, if colleted, raife
a fund from which not only the {fums now al-
lowed by the Society to miflionaries in that pro-
vince might be taken without any public in-
convenience, but what might be neceflary to
maintain a complete eflablifbment of the Church
of England. And upon this fubjet they beg
leave to obferve, that the allowances made by
the Society to the miffionaries in Nova Scotia,
at the time of the fettlement of that province,
in aid of the falaries granted them in the efti-
mate, were in confideration of the then indigent
{tate of the fettlers, confifting of reduced {fol-
diers and German emigrants, and that no re-
venue was to be raifed from quit rents for ten

B 2 years
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years; but that it never could have been the
intention of the Society to continue thofe allow-
ances longer, than untill the inhabitants were
in circumftances to contribute to the fupport of
their clergy, and the quit rents became {uffici-
ently produétive to afford them an augmentation
of their falaries; the Society conceiving the
maintenance of miffionaries among the indigent
and fcattered inhabitants of new fettled countries
where the Crown is without the means of an
immediate revenue to be the proper application
of their funds, and the calls they have upon them
of that nature, are more than their funds can
now enable them to comply with. They re-
queft, however, that it may not be fuppofed
that they mean in any refpeét tc decline the
care and {uperintendance of the church of Eng-
land in the American provinces, for on the
contrary, fhould Government think fit to make
thém aflignments upon the revenue of Quebec,
and the quit rents of Nova Scotia, {ufficient to
maintain fuch minifters as are wanted, they will

cheerfulls y undertake to fupply them, and {uper-
m__tend thelr conduét,

No.
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No. V. ,

Copy of a Letter from My. KNox fo the
Right Hon. Mr. P1TT.

Soho Sguare, 7th Aug. 1737, |

IN laying any material information before
you, I confider myfelf as doing the beft I can,
for the public advaintage, and thereby exprefling
‘my duty and gratitude to his Majefty in the
moft acceptable manner; and therefore it is
that I now take the liberty of acquainting you

- with the hiftory of a meafure which I under-
ftand is {oon to be adopted, the appointment of
a bithop for Nova Scotia, which I took muclh
pains to promote, as Under Secretary of State
under a former Adminiftration, and fince the
peace as a Member of the Society for Propaga-
tion of the Gofpel, and I aflifted in preparing
the letter from that Society to Lord Sydney for
the fame purpofe. 1 did not, however, make
that propofition as a feparate and diftinét mea-
fure, but as part of a general plan for the intro-
duétion and eftablithment of the church of
England, and through it combating and repref-
fing the prevailing difpofition of the Colonies

. to
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to republicanifm, and exciting in them an

efteem for monarchy.

My long experience in colony affairs, and
thorough knowledge of their ftate, had thewn
me, that the great {fource of all our difputes and
difficulties lay in the mutability of the meafures
of Government from the want of {yftem, and
their partaking of the fathion of the times, and
wearing the complections of their feveral au-
thors, and I therefore recommended it to the
King’s fervants, whofe confidence I had the
honour to be in, to form a plan for the Colo-
nies, and lay the foundation fo deep and wide as
to infure firmnefs and duration to the fabric to
be erefted uponit. It was my duty to fketch
out the plan, and 1t was adopted by a very intelli-
gent Cabinet 5 my authority for faying fo will be
feen 1n a future publieation ; and although it was
not made an office paper, I believe hisMajefty faw
it. So muth of this plan as 1 thought applicable to
the then {tate of our remaining pofleffions in Ame-
rica, I communicated to Lord North, when he
was Secretary of State, and I have the fatisfac-
tion to find that every flep taken in purfuance
of 72, has been judged fit to be followed up in
your Adminiftration. The appointment of a
bithop for Nova Scotia was agreed to be made,

though
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though it was among the things left undone
when the Adminiftration was changed, as the
concomitant meafures had not been fettled, for
I was far from confidering that appointment as
a neutral meafure not likely to do either good
or harm, for, on the contrary, I apprehended it
might be attended with very mifchievous con-
fequences if the concomitant meafures I had
propofed did not accompany it. The immedi-
ate and obvious effeét of the appointment of a-
bithop would be the fuperfeding the neceflity of
fending out miffionaries from hence, or candi-
dates for orders coming here from America for
education and ordination, by which one of the
Strongeft bands of unon between the Colonies and
Great Britain would be cut through; for it
is well known, that the church of England
miffionaries in general exerted their influence
with their congregations 1n fupport of the au-
thority of Government in the late conteft, and
that it was owing to their endeavours that fo -
many of that pei‘fuaﬁon were Loyalifts, an ad-
vantage which Government is not likely to be
able to avail itfelf of on any future occafion, if
nothing more be done towards the eftablifhment
of the church of England in the Colonies, than
the appointment of a bithop. Nay, the pre-
late
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late himfelf, if left to {ubfift on the intereft of
the fund appropriated to him in the hands of
the Society for Propagation of the Gofpel, will
probably prove a clog upon Government ; for
his appomntment being for life, and without
profpect of preferment, he will be apt to confi-
der how he may make the moft of his fituation,
and, in order to obtain an allowance from the
country, attach himfelf to the popular leaders,
To countera& thefe evils, I had propofed that
the church dignitaries of dean and archdeacon
fhould take place with the appointment of the
bithop; that a falary out of the quit rents
thould be allotted to every parith minifter, but
to fome more than others; and that thofe/of
‘the=dean and archdeacon fhould be the moft
confiderable, but all given only during his Ma-
jefty’s pleafure, and the prefentation to all be-
niefices to be in the Governor: an additional
falary to be likewife given to the bithop dur-
ng pleafure, as bead of a feminary Jor the in-
Serution of youth, and qualifying  them for
orders, 1o be effablifbed at Halifax ; and as in
due time a Canadian bifhop was intended to be
appointed, with larger emoluments than the
Nova Seotia bifhop, who might look up to that
{ee as a beneficial tranflation, and be thence in-
' cited
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cited to condué himfelf with fuch propriety,
. and acquire fuch a habit of acquiefcence with
the views of Government in his {ubordinate
fituation, as might fecure his promotion, and
preferve him in the fame line of condué& when
he became pre-eminent. It was not meant
that either fhould be of the Council, but wholly
excluded from temporal affairs. Should you be
led to conceive from this reprefentation that it
would be moft prudent to poftpone the appoint=
ment of a bithop, I muft beg leave to acquaint
you, that by doing {o mow, the danger will not
be avoided, fince bifthops have been confecrated
for the United States, (the policy of which
proceeding I will fay nothing of ) and there are
colleges in moft of them, where education can
" be had fufficient to entitle the ftudents to the
apoftolical benediction of thofe prelates; and
fuch ordination will equally ferve to fuperfede
the neceflity of candidates for orders coming to
England for education or ordination, and the
fending out muffionaries from hence, as would .
the appointment of a bifthop for the Britith
Colonies, with this important difference, that
as the mode of education and the principles in-
culcated in the ftudents in thofe colleges muft
be entirely Republican, the fupplying the
- ¢ churches
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churches in the Britith Colonies with fuch
paflors would be like garrifoning our ftrongeft

fortrefles with troops of the enemy.—The {pirit
and ability which have diftinguifhed your admi-

niftration will not therefore allow me to fuppofe
that this appointment will be fuffered to remain

a folitary meafure.

I have the honouf to be, &c.

WILL KNOX

No. VI.

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Kxox o Lord WaL-
SINGHAM, 2 anfwer to bis Lord/bip’s defire
that he would affiff bim in putting the Ameri~
can Packets upon a better footing.

My Lord, 28th Auguft, 1787.

THE f{ubje&t you propofe to me in the letter

I have juft received, ‘is perhaps the one which
1 have leaft confideréd of all the branches of
Government ; but as far as I have knowledge,
or can acquire information, the refult thall be
at your {ervice to make whatever ufe you think
it
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it may be applied to, It is my conftant habit
to treat every thing which refpects Govern-
ment {yftematically as a part of the whole, and
to confider, in the firft place, its relative ufes
and effets with regard to the whole, before I
think of any means for its improvement, for
that 1s only to be encouraged in fo far as it is
promotive of the general welfare, which I pro-
fuppofe to confift in the prefervation of the
Conflitution.

The Poft Office has been hitherto confidered
as a mere engine of revenue to the public, and
of jobs to individuals ; its utility to Adminiftra-
tion as a quick and preferable mode of intelli-
gence, under the controul of Government, was
never thought of, and even its convenience to
commerce was very little attended to. My ideas -
always run in a different channel, but it was
impoflible for them to reach the fountain head
when there were {uch infurmountable obftruc-
tions in the paffage. - Mr, Pitt’s adoption of
‘Palmer’s plan for expediting the domeftic cor-
refpoﬂdence, and direéting the eftablithment of
Packets between Milford Haven and Waterford,
in confequence of Mr. Beresford’s and my re-
prefentation, thews his views to be as enlarged

¢ 2 upon,
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upon this fubjeét, as upon points of greater.
magnitude, and therefore I hope your Lordfhip
will give full {fcope to your judgement in form-
‘ih‘g a plan for his confideration, comprehending
the feveral obje&ts of Government utility, com-
sercial benefit, and increafé of revenue, but each
in preference to the other in the order in which
I have placed them. If fuch be your Lord-
thip’s purpofe, I will fketch the outline of i,
and fuggeft every meafure which may be necef-
fary for giving it effeCt: but as in doing this
may be only wafting time, from not knowing
your Lordthip’s or Mr, Pitt’s intentions, I
fhould with to have fome converfation with
you upon the fubject.

I'beg your Lordfhip to believe me your moft
faithful and affe@tionate fervant,

WILL. KNOX.

Mo.
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Neo. VIL

Plans for improving the Correfpondence betrveen
Great Britain, Ireland, and the feveral Bri-
tifl Colonies in America, the Weft Indies, and
the United States, and between each other.

TIMES of tranquillity are the moft proper
feafons for reviewing the ftate of the empire,
improving its advantages, mending its defeéts,
and preventing future evils ; and the great al-
terations which have been made in the political
condition of the Britith dominions fince the
peace of 1763, furnith the ftrongeft reafons
for {o doing, both {peedily and with great at-
tention. 'The feparation and independence of
13 of our American colonies, and the eman-
cipation of the legiflature and legal judicature
of Ireland, miake fuch a change in our circum-
{tances, that the old mode of treating our de-
féna’encies muft be exploded, and o new {yftem
formed, better adapted to our prefent fituation.
What that {yflem thould be, is matter for the
ferious, confideration of his Majefty’s confiden-
tial {fervants, and it would not become me to

B {uggeft
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fuggeft any ideas refpeing it, but fuch as the
particular branch of Government upon which
my opinion is defired muft neceflarily have
with it, give occafion to. At the fame time I
think it proper to obferve, that as the great
annual increafe of the public revenue (exclu-
five of what may be fuppofed to arife from the
preveation of {muggling) is chiefly occafioned
by the genéral increafed confumption of taxed
commodities by the inhabitants of the improved -
parts of England, whofe expenditure is now
become nearly equal to the whole of their in-
come, no conflderable addition to it can be ex-
pected to be drawn from them by any new mode
of taxation whatever; for if nearly the whole
be already {pent in taxed commodities, any new
impofition, if it be produtive, muft necefla-
rily leflen the produce of fome former one,
where there is no room for increafing the in-
come by greater exertions of labour or fkill
"The unimproved and diftant parts of the empire
muft therefore be looked to for farther re-
fources, and every encouragement fhould be
given to rheir acquiring wealth, ﬁimulating
them at the fame time to the exercife of the
means put in their power to attain it, and to
fpend it again, by facilitating their intercourfe

with
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with the capital, and circulating” among them
a relith for its luxuries and refinements. ‘The
ableft minifter cannot extralt a confiderable re-
venue from an indigent people; but he muft be
a forry financier who cannot find the means of
making wealthy fubjects contribute largely to
the fupport of Government, and therefore the
firft great principle of finance is to make the
people rich.  Should then, what I am now go-
ing to propofe, (or may bereafter propofe if
called upon) for promoting the profperity and
facilitating the communication with the djffant
and wnimproved parts of the empire in a manner
beneficial to the conflitution, be the occafion of
fome immediate and dire€ expenditure of the
public revenue, I muft beg that due credit may
be given to me on the other hand for the aug-
mentation it may receive from the operation of
the meafures I recommend. And in order to
prevent too hafty a judgement of the probable
effets of thofe meafures, I will give an inftance
of the extraordinary, and (to fuch as are not
in the habit of reflecting deeply upon fuch fub-
jeéts,) unexpeéted confequences which have
followed the embodying the militia of England:
great was the outcry at the time of the lofs of
“hands to agriculture and manufactures, and the
injury
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injury the public would fuftain by the habits of
idlenefs and diffipation the lower people would
acquire from it, and none of the moft fervent
of its advocates ever ventured to defend it a5
likely to promote tillage and extend manufac-
tures. Yet fuch have been its effeés; for the
men who had never eat any other than barley
or rye bread at their own houfes, having been
fed with wheaten in their camps, carried back
with them fuch a relith for it, that neither they
or their fellow labourers have fince eaten any
other bread ; and hence the confumption of
wheat has {o greatly encreafed, that although
much more is now grown than before the peace
of Paris, very little has fince been exported,
nor is it likely that any large quantities will be
to be {pared hereafter, as the confumption is
every day increafing. ‘The good cloaths too,
with which the men were {upplied while they
ferved, has had a like effect upon their tafte for
apparel, and as they confume more manufac-
tures, and their expence has become greater,
- they have been forced to work harder; for no
people can fuftain an increafed expence without
mcreafe of labour, thofe who fubfift by fraud or
plunder being too few in number to be allowed
anexception, The removal of the regiments raifed

in
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in the manufalturing counties into others where
there were none, or fome only in their infancy,
has alfo ferved to fpread-or perfect fuch manu-.
faCtures, and confequently to increafe them, fo
that in fact the expenditure of revenue, which
the calling out the militia occafioned, has been
compenfated for in a fuperlative degree, by the
increafe of the produce of the taxes upon con-
fumption, befides augmenting the national
wealth by the increafe of its tillage and the
{preading of its manufactures; and thus, while
our ingenious eftimators are endeavouring to
account for the diminution. of our exports of
wheat by fuppofing bad harvefts and {canty
crops, or the converfion of arable land into
paﬁuragc, all of which are untrue. ‘The in-
creafe of our home confumption, which never
occurs to them, gives a fair explanation of the
ph@nomena,

The getting pofleflion of the general corre-
fpondence of the fubjets is a great objet of
government, and feparated as the feveral parts
of this empire are, and feeble as are the civil
powers of the executive, it is almoft eflential
to the exiftence of the ftate 3 for where there is
not {ufficient firength to repel an attack when

D ‘made,
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made, the greateft vigilance is neceffary, i
order to prevent it, and the getting early intel-
ligence of the defign is what renders preven-
tive meafures effe¢tual. The great improve-
ments lately made in the Englith poft-office,
has brought the whole inland correfpondence of
this ifland, and between it and Ireland, into the
government channel, but a very fimall part only
of that between Great Britain and our American
Colonies, and between them and Ireland, pafles
through it. ~‘The infrequency and tedioufnefs
of the Weft India and North American packets
would be fufficient to induce all forts of per-
fons to fend their letters by private fhips, as
the quicker conveyance; but they are likewife
incited to do {o, by the confideration of faving
their correfpondents the charge of the fea poft-
age. It would however be a moft cruel out-
rage to humanity, and exceedingly injurious to
trade, in the prefent flate of the packets, to
lay the mafters of private thips under the fame
reftri€tions refpeéting the carriage of letters, as
the drivers of waggons and ftage coaches ; but
if the Government conveyances were made fo
frequent and expeditious as to fully anfwer every
purpole of trade, there could be no cround of
objection to the fubjecting all letters brought by

' prlvatc
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private thips, which did not relate to the cargo,
to the pdyment of the faine piftageas they would
have-been chargeable with had they come by
the packets, and as an additional number of
packets would be neceflary to juftify this regu=
lation, fo would the increafe the revenue would.
thereby receive, be much more than fufficient
to defray the additional expence; for I believe
it 1s now pretty generally known, that fre=
quency and expedition in the conveyance will
multiply the correfpondence, and that giving
facility to correfpondence will increafe trade,
and the increafe of trade will again increafe the
correfpondence ; but thould any one doubt of
the truth of thefe pofitions, they will find them
fully proved by the poft-office accounts laid be-
fore Parliament ; for it appears that in 1710,
the grofs produce of that revenue was only
111,641l and in 1744, 1t Was 235,4921. but
in 1764 it amounted to 432,048l fo that in
the firft 34 years, although the crofs pofts had
been eftablifhed towards the latter end of that
period, the increafe was only 124,0311 which is
equal to an increafe of 3648l per annum,
whereas, in the 20 years following, the increafe
was nearly 200,000 which, is equal to an an-
nual increafe of 10,000k And it ought to be

D2 - . con-
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confidered, that of the laft 20 years, 12 were
years of war with Spain, and fix of thofe 1z,
of war with France alfo; and that of the pre-
ceding 34 years, only 5 were years of war,
and that with Spain only. And if we takea
view of the progrefs of manufaCtures: through
this country, we fhall find they have followed
the fame track with the poft, and extended with
every facility given to corre/pondence 5 nor can
there be affigned any other caufe for the manu-
fa&urers of the weft travelling to the north,
without taking Wales in their way, than the
want of communications through that country,
and out of it ; and Thave the great fatisfaction of
being able to produce the recent eftablifhment
of a cotton manufa&tory at Haverfordweft, in
Pembrokefhire, and of a Newfoundland fithery
- on Milford Haven, as the immediate effeéts of
the promife, and completion of that promife, of
eftablithing packets between that haven and
Waterford, and the hope (though hitherto 2
delufive one) of better interior communications.

Warranted by thefe fa&s, I am not afraid to
affert, that the plans I am going to propofe, by
placing the whole-eotre{pondence between Great
Britain, Ireland, and America, in the hands of

Govern-
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Government, and by its celerity increafing the
trade of the empire, will be found beneficial to
the revenue in its confequences, though it
thould be expenfive to it in the outfet, which,
however, will by no means be the cafe.

WEST INDIA PLAN.

THERE are now two packets difpatched
every month to the Weft Indies, one to pro-
ceed direétly to Jamaica, the other to make the
tour of the Windward Iflands. They perform
their voyages in fomething more than four
months, and ten packets are employed in the
fervice. Neither of thefe packets touch at Pro~
vidence or Bermuda, and the mails for' thofe
places and the Carolina’s are left to find their
‘way thither as well as they can,* fo very de<
fettive, though expenfive, is the prefent {yf-

| tem. But if it took in all thofe places which I
have faid are left out, ftill would a monthly
conveyance be infufficient to anfwer the pur-

* Such was the arrangement at the time this plan was
prepared, fome alteration bas fince been made, but of
little confequence,

pofes
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pofes of trade, or to give Government poflef:
fion of the whole correfpondence.

. My propofition, therefore, will go to the.pro
viding three conveyances in every month inflead of
one, and to the difpatch of zhirty-fix Weft India

marls inftead of rwenty four, in every year, and '
to take into the {y{tem not only Providence and
Bermuda, but the Carolinas and Georgia alfo.
To effe this, no more than eleven packets
will be wanted to fail from England and return
to it, and three large Bermuda {loops, and three
fmall {chooners ta continue in the Weft Indies.
One packet only to fail from England on the
firft, tenth, and nineteenth of every month.-

- I will fuppofe the firft to depart on the firft
day of January, with the mails for Barbadoes,
and all the windward iflands, St. Vincent’s;
Grenada, Jamaica, and Providence, and for the
Carolina’s and Georgia alfo. Upon her arrival -
at Barbadoes ({uppofe on the firft of February)
her mails, with her paffengers for St. Vincent’s,
Grenada, and Jamaica, are to be put on board
one cf the three Bermuda floops, which I thall
call the Leeward ifland packets, and fhe (the
~ Englith
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Englith packet) is (after ftopping twenty-four

hours to take in water for the reft of the voy-

age, and the homeward mail, which muft be

ready, and any paflengers that are ready alfo,

and fuch 'bags, with letters for the other iflands

and the Continent of America, as the poft-

‘mafter thall deliver to her) to proceed to Do-

minica, Antigua, St. Chriftopher’s, and Tor-
tola, ftopping enly twelve hours at each, to

land or take on board paflengers and change

her mails, and to take on board fuch bags with

letters, as the poftmafter fhall deliver to her

for the places before mentioned, and proceed to
Crooked Ifland, where the is to deliver to one

of the three fmall {chooners, which I fhall call
the Carolina packets, the mails for Providence,

the Carolina’s and Georgia, and her bags with

letters for thofe places, and alfo for Bermuda,

"Virginia, Maryland, and the whole northern

diftri&, and proceed direitly to England with

the homeward mails fhe has collected in her

route. It is fuppofed the will make her paf~
fage from Barbadoes to Crooked Ifland in nine

days, fo asto arrive there the 1oth of February,
and that her whole voyage will be performed in

twelve weeks. '

The
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The fecond Englith packet is to fail the 1oth
of January, and to arrive at Barbadoes the roth
of February, and, after ftopping 24 hours, and
difpatching her mails for St. Vincent’s, Grenada,
Jamaica, and Bermuda, by the fecond Jamaica
packet, proceed as the firft had done to Crooked
Ifland, where the will arrive the 19th of Fe-
bruary,-and where fhe is to deliver her mails
for Providence, the Carolina’s and Georgia, and
her bags with letters for Bermuda, Virgini,
and Maryland, and the whole northern diftriét
before mentioned, to the {fecond Carolina
packet, and as the firft Jamaica packet will then
have had 18 days to go from Barbadoes to St.
Vincent’s, Grenada, and Jamaica, ftopping
only 12 hours at each of the firft, and 24
hours at the laft, and to beat up the windward
paflage to Crooked Hland, the will be herealfo
on the 19th of February, and the Englith packet
having received from her all her homeward
mails and paffengers, is to proceed direétly to
England, and the Jamaica:- packet having de-
livered to the fecond Carolina fchooner all her
bags with letters for Bermuda, and for the
whole Continent of America, is to make the
beft of her way to Barbadoes, to meet the fourth

Englith packet on the 28th of February.
" The
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The third Englith packet ‘s to fail the 1gth
of January, and arrive at Barbadoes on the 19th
of February, and after {ftopping z4 hours, and
difpatching her mails for St. Vincent’s, Grenada,
and Jamaica, by the third Jamaica packet, and
taking on board her bags with letters for the
Windward Iflands, Bermuda, and the Continent
of America, as the former had done, proceed
as thé others did to Crooked Ifland, where fhe
will arrive the 28th of Zebruary, and zhere
meet the fecond Jamaica packet, and having
received her mails, and delivered to the third
Carolina packet the mails for Providence, the
Carolina’s and Georgla, and the bags with letters
for thofe places and Bermuda, and the whole
northern diftri&, proceed dire&tly to England,
and the Jamaica packet, having alfo delivered to
the third Carolina packet her bags with letters
for the laft mentioned places, is to return diretly |
" to Barbadoes,

The fourth Englith packet is to fail the 28th
of January, and arrive at Barbadoes the 28th
of February, where, finding the firft Jamaica
packet returned from Crooked Ifland, fhe is to
take on board the bags with letters fhe may
have brought for the Windward Iflands, and

E difpatch
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difpatch her as before to Jamaica, and proceed .
herfelf to Crooked Ifland, in like manner as
the preceding packets did, where the is to ar-
rive the 6th * of March, and there meet the
third Jamaica packet from Jamaica, and Jthey
firft Carolina packet returned from Charleftown,
and having exchanged mails with the latter, and
taken on board thofe brought by the former,
and delivered to both her bags with letters for
their refpe@tive diftri¢ts, proceed to England;
and thofe packets having exchanged their bags
with letters for and from their refpetive dif-
triéts, are to proceed on their refpedtive routes.d

The

* The thortnefs of the month of February will always
occafion a little derangement, but the length of the
preceding and following months will balance it.

t My reafons for fending the Bermuda floops down fo
Jamaica, and the Englifh packets along the Windward
Iflands, were thefe two; The firft, that the voyage the
Englith packets'would have to make being fhorter, ten
packets would be {ufficient for the bufinefs, whereas if
they went to Jamaica, cleven would be wanted, and the
faving the expence of a packet was of fome confequence,
"The other, That large  Bermuda floops were better
adapted for beating up to the windward than the Englith
packets, and would therefore perform the voyage with
more certainty, and in lefs time.  However, s
tbe accommodation of Jamaica is deemed fupe-
rior to thofe confiderations, I have no objeétion t0
changing the deftipation of the Englifh packets and

fending
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The plan for the fouthern diftri& being now
éoxnpleté, and the proper meafures taken for
connedting it with the northern diftrié, T fhall
{ubmit a plan for giving equal facility and ce-
lerlty to the correfpondence between Great Bri-
tain and the northern d1ﬁr1@c and conneéting
the two together, fo as to form a complete and
comprehenfive {yftem for the whole American
correfpondence. |

There is at prefent only one monthly packet
eftablithed between North America and Great
Britain, and the packet goes from Falmouth to
Halifax in Nova Scotia, where the delivers her
mails for Nova Scotia, New Brunfwick, St.
John’s, Canada, Newfoundland, and Cape Bre-~
ton, and from thence proceeds to New York,
where the delivers her mails for all the United

fending them to Jamaica, and fending the Bermuda
floops along the Windward Iflands ; and in that cafe they
fhould be ordered to come back by Bermuda, and the
" bags for that ifland, and the whole northern diftri&,
delivered to them, inftead of the Carolina fchooners,
which might be ordered to return to Crooked Ifland
dire&tly from Charleftown ; and as their voyage would
be fo much fhortened, and might be performed in 18
days, two fchooners would be fufficient for the pur-
pofe, and a faving of one of them, fet off againft the
addition of an Englith packet to accommodate Jamaica.

E 2 American
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American States, and from thence returns to
Falmouth. As fhe muft remain at Halifax and
New York fome days, in order to give time to
the inhabitants of thofe places to anfwer by her
the letters the brings them, ler voyage takes
up near five months, and occafions the employ-
ment of fix packets for that fervice. The time
of her ftay at Halifax cannot, however, admit
of even the people of Shelburne and Lunen-
burg, much lefs of New Brunfwick, or St.
John’s, Cape Breton or Newfoundland, an-
{wering the letters brought for them by the
fame packet; nor can the anfwers arrive at
Halifax from Quebec in time for even the next
fucceeding packet. Thelike may be faid of the
people of Albany, Pennfylvania, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, and the Carolina’s and Georgla, on the one
fideof MNew York,andof the peopleof Conneéti-
cut, Rhode Ifland, and Maflachufets Bay onthe
other ; fo that in fa&t, the Englith traders can
receive anfwers to their letters to Halifax and
New York only, in the five months, by the
return of thefe five months packets, and it muft
be fix months before they can receive their an-
fwers from Shelburne and New Brunfwick and
St. John’s, Albahy, Penniylvania, Conne&icut,
Rhode Ifland, aind Maffachufets Bay, and feven

months
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months before they can receive them from
Quebec, Maryland, and Virginia, and no com-
putation can be made of the time they may be
received in from Newfoundland, as there i1s no
regular conveyance for letters between ' that moft
important ifland and Halifax, or any other part
of the world ; fo that the {yftem for thisdiftrict
1s {till more defeCtive and imperfe&t, than that
for the fouthern, and #o provifion whatever is -
made in either of them, or in any other way,
by Government, for the comveyance of letters
Jrom any part of the whole Continent of North
America, to any one of the Weft India Iflands ;
{uch is the cafe at prefent, and therefore I truft
that a plan which aims at remedying fuch great
defetts will meet with a candid confideration.

Upon the fame principles which I before ef-
tablifhed, in my introduction to the preceding
plan, and others which I do not think necef-
fary to mention here, I have formed the fol-
lowing plan for carrying on the correfpondence
between Great Britain and North America, as
far fouth as Virginia, and connected it with that
propofed for the Weft Indies, and the three
fouthern ftates, {o as to give every part included
an both, an opportunity of correfponding with

' every
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every other, and with Great Britain, three times
sn every month.

To effett this, eight Englith packets, and fix
Bermuda floops or brigs will only be wanted,
and a land poft three times in every month
from Halifax to Quebec by New Brunfwick ;
thould, however, two mails a month be judged
fufficient for this diftriét, the number of Eng-
lith packets may be reduced to fix, and the
Bermuda floops or brigs to four, and the land
pofts from three to two a month. But as three
mails in every month is the moft perfeét and
connelts more exaltly with the Welt India fyf-
tem, I have formed my plan according to that
idea.

NORTH AMERICAN PLAN.

MY propofition then is, to fend the Englith
North American packets to Caplin Bay in
Newfoundland, and no farther, except in thc
months of November December, and January,
when they fhould go to Halifax ; the voyage
1s much fhorter from England to that Bay than
to Halifax, and i it can be made with the wind at
North Weft, which is the violent wind in that

quarter
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quarter. I allow, however, for the packet out
and home two months, though I have known
the voyage home made in 15 days.®* From
Caplin Bay three of the fix floops or brigs are
to go to Halifax, and from thence to Rhode '
Ifland, and return from thence to Halifax and
back to Caplin Bay ; the other three are to go
to Bermudd and from thence to Norfolk in Vir-
ginia, and return from thence to Bermuda, and
fo back to Caplin Bay; they will each make
their voyage in lefs than 27 days, {o that fix
will afford two for every nine days. I fhall
fuppofe then, that the firft North American
packet upon this plan thould fail from Falmouth
the firft of February with mails for Newfound-

* The vaft importance of the Newfoundland fithery
to this country has been long known and admitted, and
yet.no provifien has ever been made for enabling the
fifhers to carry on any correfpondence with their em-
ployérs in England, or their employers with them,
though nothing could more effetually promote the bufi-
nefs than fuch a correfpondence, as a fpeedy conveyance
of intelligence of the fuccefs of the ﬁfhery would enable
the merchants to judge what veflels to {end out to carry
the fith to market, and on the other hand, the know=-
ledge of where the fith was moft likely to be in demand,
would enable the fithers to fend their fith to the pro-
per markets; to convey fuch intelligence, the owners are
now frequently obliged to difpatch light veffels at their
ewn charge, and to the great reproach of Government,

land,



[ 40 ]
land, Nova Scotia, Cape Breton, St. John's,
Canada, and all the American States (except the
Carolina’s and Georgia, which are provided for
in the Weft India plan) and for Bermuda alfo,
and arrive at Caplin Bay in Newfoundland, the
firft of March, and from thence difpatch one of
the three brigs or floops, which I fhall call the
Halifax packets to Halifax, with the mails for
Mova Scotia, St. John’s, Canada, Maffachufets
Bay, Conne&icut, Rhode Ifland, New York,
the Jerfeysand Pennfylvania,and one of thethree
brigs or floops, which I fhall call the Bermuda
packets to Bermuda, with the mail for that
ifland, and thofe for Virginia and Maryland, and
having {o done return to England. ‘The fecond
Englith North American packet thould failon the
1othof February,and proceedtoCaplinBayas be-
fore, and di{patch the fecond Halifax packet and
the fecond Bermuda packet with their refpec-
tive mails ; and the third in like manner to
fail on the 19th of February and proceed as the
others had done to Caplin Bay, and difpatch -
the third Halifax packet, and the third Ber-
muda packet with their mails, and then return
to England. The firft Halifax packet to "proceed
to Haliftx by the 8th of March, and there de-
liver her mails for Nova ‘Scotia, New Brunfs

wicky
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wick and Quebec, and taking on board fuch
bags with letters as the Poftmafter may deliver
to her for Maflachufets Bay, Conneéicut,
Rhode Ifland, New York, the Jerfeys, Penn-
{ylvania, and ftaying twelve hours proceed to
Rhode Ifland, where fhe is to arrive the 14th,
and there deliver the whole of her remaining
mails and bags, and take on board the mails for
England from all the faid ftates; and alfo fuch
bags of letters as may be delivered to her by the
Poftmafter from Nova Scotia, Canada, St. John’s
New Brun{wick, Newfoundland, or any of the
Weft India Iflands, or for Virginia, Maryland,
the Carolina’s or ‘Georgia; and after ftaying
twelve hours return to Halifax by the 224,
where having delivered the bégs with letters
for Nova Scotia, Canada, New Brun{wick and
St. John’s, and taken on board the mails from
thofe places for England, andany bags with let-
ters for any of the Weft India Iflands, Virginia,
Maryland, the Carolina’s or Georgia, which
may be delivered to her by the Poftmafter, and
ftaying twelve hours return to Caplin Bay by
the 29th of March; and there meeting the
fourth Englifth North American packet ex-
change mails with her, and meeting there alfo
the firt Bermuda packet, returned from her

F voyage,
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voyage, deliver to her all the bags with letters
for the Weft India Iflands, Maryland, Virginia,
the Carolina’s and Georgia, and receive from
her fuch bags with letters, as fhe may have
brought up from Notfolk in Virginia, or Ber-
“muda, the Bahamas, and Weft India Iflands, for
any of the places in the diftrié of the Halifax

packet, and then proceed to Halifax, as the
had before done,

The firft Bermuda packet to proceed to Ber-
muda, where the is to arrive the 8th of March*
and there deliver her mail for that ifland, and
after ftaying twelve hours, ftand over to Nor-
folk in Virginia, where the is to arrive the ' sth,
and there deliver her mails for Maryland and
Virginia, and take on board the mails from
thofe flates for England ; and alfo fuch bags
with letters for any of the Weft India Iflands,
or any of the northern or fouthern ftates or
Britifh colonies in America, that the Poftmafter
may deliver to her, and after ftaying twelve

# The voyage from Caplin Bay to Bermuda being
much longer than from Bermuda to Norfolk in Vir-
ginia, jthe' arrival of this packet at Bermuda will not be
fo regular as I have fuppofed it, but the whole voy-
age may be performed in the 27 days with great eafe.

hours
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hours: return to Bermuda by the 224, and there
deliver to the Carolina packet (or to the Poft-
mafter for her if the be not there, as neither of
thefe packets muft wait for the other) all the
ba‘gs with letters for the Weft India Iflands, and
the Carolina’s and Georgla, and receive from
her or from the Poftmafter, if the be not there,
{uch bags with letters, as the may have brought
from any of the northern ftates or colonies, and
after ftaying twelve hours, return to Caplin
Bay, where fhe is to arrive the 2gth of March ;
and meeting with the fourth Englith North
American packet, the is to exchange mails with
her, and as the will alfo meet with the firft
Halifax packet returned there from her voyage,
deliver to her the bags with letters for the places
within her circuit, and receive from her {fuch
bags with letters for the Weft India Iflands,
or the Carolina’s or Georgia, as the may have
brought with her, and then proceed as the had
done before.

By this arrangement a letter from Halifax
will be carried to Jamaica in 28 days, and the
anfwer will be brought back in 28 more, and fo
in refpe to all other places. Some deviation,
as I before obferved, muift however neceflarily
‘be made from this plan in the months of No-

F 2 vember,
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vember, December, and January, when the
Englith North American packet fhould be fent
~ from Falmouth directly to Halifax, and the Ha~
lifax and Bermuda packets directed to meet her
there, inftead of Caplin Bay ; but as only two
of the three Halifax packets will then be want-
ed to go between Rhode lland and Halifax; the
other one may make a voyage or two to New-
foundland, when the weather permits, or it is
found neceflary.

Both plans being now completed, the inter-
courfe will continue conftant and regular with
the whole conneétion every mine days; and al-
though none of the places touched at, except
Barbadoes and Jamaica, will have more than

- twelve hours to anfwer their letters by the
fame packet that brings them, yet as only nine
days will intervene between the arrival of every
two packets, there will be no juft ground of
complaint on that account. I have propofed
making Rhode Ifland the place for the Halifax
packet to deliver and take up the northern and
middle American States mailg at, inftead of
New York, becaufe the voyage is fhorter, and
the harbour open all the year, and for other:
reafons mot mecelfary to mention s but if it be

thought
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thought more fit to fend the pécket to New
York inftead of Rhode Ifland, the change will
make no alteration in the plans, as there is time
enough allowed for either voyage. '

To give Ireland the full benefit of this plan,
and fecure the whole of her correfpondence to
it, the Englith packets place of failing and
arrival thould be changed from Falmouth to
Milford Haven, and the letters for Ireland di-
refted to be made up in feparate mails from
thofe of England in the Weft Indies and North
America, and as foon as the packets arrive at
Hubberftone, delivered to the Waterford packet,
to carry over to Ireland, and the Englith Weft
India and North American packets direted to
receive the mails from Ireland, in like manner
at Hubberftone, and carry them out with them ;
this would occafion a great increafe of the re-
venue, and be fuch an advantage to the trade of
Ireland, as would put that kingdom in good hu-
" mour with the Adminiftration that obtained it ;

but as the Cornith members might feel hurt by

fuch a removal, I would propofe to compromife

the matter with them, by appointing every other

" American packet only to fail from and arive at
Milford Haven, which would give Falmouth

: five
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five American packets every two months, in-
ftead of the monthly ones that now go from
thence, fo that Falmouth would be a gainer by
this plan of fix packets in the year, more than
the has at prefent, which mutft filence all com-
plaints or oppofition from that quarter; and
once in eighteen days may be a frequent enough
conveyance for the generality of the Irith mer-
chants correfpondence with Americz, efpecially
as they would get their letters fo much fooner
after the packets arrival than they now do, and
could take proportionably {fo much longer time
in anfwering them, they having now a daily
conveyance to and from Hubberftone. The in-
tervention of eighteen days between the failing
of every two packets would give time for the
northern as well as the fouthern parts of that
kingdom, to anfwer the letters by every fubfe-
quent packet, which were brought by the pre-
ceding one, and the people of Waterford, Cork,
Limerick and Dublin, who are the chief expor-
ters to the colonies, might avail themfelves of
the intermediate Falmouth packets, to anfwer
theirletters brought by every Milford Haven one.
But thould all the American packets. continue
to fail from and return to Falmouth, none of the
towns in Ireland, except Dublin, could poffibly

anfwer
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anfwer the letters brou ght by any of the Ame-
rican packets by the return of the next; for, as
after the American mails arrived,in London, the
Ietters for Ireland would be four -days in
getting to Dublin, and the anfwers would be
four days in returning to London ; eight of
the nine days between the failing of the packets
would be {pent in the travelling of the poft be- |
tween London and Dublin, and confequently
only one day would be left for the people
of Ireland to receive and anfwer their letters in,
which therefore none but the people of Dublin
could avail themfelves of ; indeed the people of
Cork and Kinfale would not have more than
three days to anfwer their letters by the fecond
packet that failed after they received them, as
fifteen days of the eighteen would be {pent in
the pofts travelling between London and thofe
places, whereas the people of London would
have the whole nine days, and the people of
Briftol fix; Livcrpdol four, and the moft dif-
tant parts of England at leaft one whole day to
anfwer by the next packet, the letters brought
to them by a former one. Nor would the re-
moval of the packets from Falmouth to Mil-
ford Haven deprive any of them of that ad-
vantage, 3s the diftarice from Milford Haven to
| London
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London is not greater than from Falmouth to
London, and therefore, as the trading intereft
of England can receive no fort of injury by the
removal, and it is of moft eflential importance
to the trade of Ireland, other inferior confider-
ations ought not to be allowed to ftand in the
way of fo great a national objet to that king-
dom, nor would that loyal but high {pirited
and fenfible people brook fo offenfive and in-
jurious an inftance of difregard and partiality in
the Britith Adminiftration, as the preferring the
petty advantage a little borough in Cornwall
derives from a few travellers, to the commer-

cial interefls of all Ireland.

I have mentioned Crooked Ifland as the place
of rendezvous for the three packets in the |
{fouthern diftri&t, becaufe I am informed it is a
good and fafe road, and has plenty of excellent
water, and exactly in the way from Jamaica by
the Windward paffage ; and Caplin Bay in New-
foundland for the rendezvous of the three
packetsin the northern diftri&, as the place moft
“convenient for all the three,

To make my plans more eafily underftood,
I have marked by dotted lines upon a chart of
| the
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the Atlantic Ocean, the tra@s of each of the
feveral packets, and referred to them by the
letters A, B, C, D, E, F, but it 1s only for
the purpofe of explanation I have done it, and
not with any intention of defcribing their exal
courfes ; any difcovery therefore that I have
gone to the leeward of a rock, or fhoal, or
‘ifland, when I thould have kept to the wind-
ward, or the contrary, will bring no imputation
upon the plans, or the want of accuracy in their
author, for I am not propofing any improve-
ment in the manner of navigating the packets,
but only mean to fhew how their voyages may
-be rendered more beneficial to the public.
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PART the SECOND.

kBEIN G a nativé of Ireland, and receiving
the firft rudiments of my political education
from one of the ableft and beft informed ftatef=
men that ifland ever produced, the late Sir
Richard Cox, I was early well acquainted with
the ftate of that great, but unknown and neg-
lected member of the Britith empire, and fo
- thorough a knowledge had I obtained of its
wants and grievances, that foon after I re-
turned from America, in the year 1761, I was
able to take up their eonfideration, and lay {fome
propofals for their redrefs before a refpectable
body of Irith neblemen and gentlemen, who
called themfelves the Donriegall Society, whofe
avowed purpofe was to promote the interefts
of their country, but which ended; as Irifh
meetings generally do, in toafting its friends in

a2 the



[ 2 1]

the Britith Parliament, and drinking full bum-

pers, with three cheers, to the profperity of
Ireland. And in the year 1763, when the peace

was negociating, I prefented to ‘the Earl of
Hallifax, then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and

Firft Lord of the Admiralty, a ftatement of the

comparatively higher duties impofed by Spain

upon Irith linens, than upon thofe of France,
and joined the late Mr. Ellis, Agent to the
Linen Board, in foliciting his Lordfhip’s good

offices to obtain an equalization, "which his

Lordfhip affured me he would men;cion to the

Farl of Bute, but nothing was then done, o

bas yet been done in the bufinefs.

The general ivndifpo‘ﬁti‘on of the ‘great men
of Ireland, to do any thing for' their country,
and their fear of obftruting their own pro-
motion in England, "by being fufpetted of at-,
achment to it, left me no hopes of their fup-
POTT i carrying into execution ‘the plan I'had
formed for promoting the profperity of Ireland,
i coincidence with that of Great Britain and
America, and combining them in -one common
intereft, unlefs I could give an influence to the
ereat body of the people over them, and engage
i/mz«r to exert it for their own, and their coun-

try's
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try’s interélt and, advantage. The adminiftra-
_ tion of Ireland (for it never had any thing like
a fyftematic government) had long been car-
ried on by contral, and a reciprocity of jobs
between the contrators and thofe birds of paf-
fage, the Lord Lieutenants and their {ecretaries,
without the leaft attention to the fiate, or inte-
refls of the country; and as the members of the
Houfe of Commons held their {eats for life,
there was no fort of intercourfe between them
and their conflituents, much lefs had they any
influence over them. The government there-
fore of Ireland, though in fpeculation an exaé&
piture of that of England, was, in falt, anarif-
tocracy, or rather an oligarchy, and therefore
my firlt obje&t was to demolith the corrupt fa-
bric, and to give the people their proper fhare
in the government, and compel their reprefen- -
tatives to pay attention to their interefls, Tbe
‘obvious means of effeting this was to pro-
cure a limitation to the duration of Parliament,
and with that view I drew up the paper, No, 1,
in the Appendix, and prefented it to Loxd Fre-
derick Campbell, when he Was,appo,inted Se-
cretary to Laord Townthend, How far that
paper influenced the meafure 1 know not, but
a2 - Freland
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Ireland owes the o&ennial aék to that adminifira.
tion. |

My fituation of Under Secretary of State, en-
abled me to difcover the fentiments of the King’s
confidential friends towards Ireland, and it was
with exceedingly great fatisfattion I perceived
in them all, particularly in Lord North, the
moft liberal and friendly fentiments towards it,
infomuch that I entertained the ftrongeft hopes
that if we fucceeded in fettling matters with
America, every part of my plan would be
adopted. ' B

The firft meafure I propofed was, the admif-
fion of the Irifh into a participation of the New-
foundland fithery ; and when I found my pro-
pofal relithed by the minifters, I drew up the
paper, No. z, Which I put into Sir Stanier Por-
teen’s hands, to deliver to Sir John Blaquire,
then Secretary to Lord Harcourt, who was in
London, but with whom I had not then the ho-
nour to be acquainted, and afterwards tranf-
m.itted to him the further propofitions con-
tained in my letter to him, No. 3. That ;TGTY
{pirited and fenfible gentleman, the firft Irifh
Segrega:y that, T believe, ever thqizgh£ of {o-

. . UYL MO fciing
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liciting any commercial favour for Ireland,
adopted my propofitions refpeting the fithery,
and purfued them with fuch zeal and ability,
that the bill was immediately brought in and
pa{’fed'here, and a fimilar one in Ireland, a copy
of which Sir John fent me in his letter, No. 4,
The fenfe that gentleman had of my fervices
to Ireland, and Lord Harcourt’s adminiftration, .
‘will be beft feen in his own letter to Lord Har-
court, upon an application I had made to him
in behalf of an unfortunate brother, which he
was {o candid and honourable as to fend to me
open, with permiffion to keep a copy of it, and
which I have given in the Appendix, No. 3.

The acquifition of Lord George Germaine to
the Cabinet was a fortunate circumftance for
Treland, and infured the accomphihment of my
phn, which I opened fully to his Lordfhip,
and which he found to correfpond fo entirely
with his own ideas, that it was his conftant de-
claration to his intimate friends ever afterwards,
that whoever wanted to know any thing of Ire-
land or America muft come tomg. To remove .
the abfurd prejudices which their patriots had
inftilled and inculcated into the people of Ire-
Jand, andto give them right notions of their po-

litical
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litical fituations and commercial rights, in order
to prepare them to accept my in_tended» propofi-
tions, and give them their full {fupport, I drew
up and privately circulated the Tra&, intituled,
<« Confidérations on the State of Ireland,” in the
Appendix, No. 6, taking care that I thouldnot
be known for the author, and I find it has been
'generaﬂy attributed to Mr. Jenkinfon, (now
Lord Hawkefbury) who never faw the manu-
feript.  And in my Pamphlet in defence of the
Quebec Act,* I placed the harfh and impolitic
condu& of the Irith Proteftants towards their
Roman Catholic fellow fubjects in {o ftrong a
light, and treated their prejudices in a note with
fuch flriking ridicule, that its publication ferved
more to reconcile them to that perfecuted people
than-all the laboured appeals of their advocates ;
and whoever attentively reads Mr. Grattan’s
and Mr. Ord’s {peeches, for which the one was
rewarded with a grant of 50,000l. and the other
with a penfion of 2000l. per annum, will find
the whole fubftance of both comprifed in thofe
publications. ’

The next ftep which I tock, with Lord

George Germaine’s concurrence, was to opeh

* A fecond edition of which, with other papers, is
preparing for the prefs, o

a par
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2 part of my plan to the Irith adminiftration,
and to get them to make the application for al-
lowing Ireland a participation in the trade of
the Britith Colonies ; and as I had then no cor-
refpondence with Sir Richard Heron, I wrote
my letter, No. 8, to my friend Sir Lucius
O¢Brian, which produced the letter from Sir
Richard Heron to me, No. 9.

Soon after, Sir Richard Heron came to Eng-
land, and from his converfation I found that
the Irith Privy Council were afraid of giving
offence to Adminiftration, by making the ap-
plication I had pointed out ; butupon my aflur-
ing him that all I propofed they fhould afk for
would be readily granted, he went back with
the determination to make the application, but
before his departure, recolle¢ting that no fuch
application. had ever been made by the Irifh
Privy Council, and that there was no precedent
for it in their books, he begged I would give
him a draft of the letter which it would be pro-
per to fend over, which I accordingly drew up.
‘The delay in tran{mitting the demand, however,
occafioned me to write the letter to him, Ne.
16; and as our correfpondeﬂcé from thence-
-forward became regular, I'have only to refer to

the
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the feriés of it, as arranged irt the Appendix, to
thew the part I took in a bufinefs which all
mankind had hitherto looked upon as impoflible
to fucceed in, but which was accomplithed with
very little noife or buftle, and with the(greateﬁ
cordiality and moft perfet good humour on both
fides. 'The whole of this correfpondence I fent
up from Pembrokefhire to Mr. Rofe, on the
17th of February, 1785, for Mr. Pitt’s infor-
mation, when I firft heard of his Commercial
Propofitions to Ireland: but fuch is the tran
{cendant {uperiority of intuitive omnifcience
over the dull acquifitions of experience and
faientific knowledge, that the receipt of my
letter was not even acknowledged to me, and I
believe not one of my papers were ever read,
for when I applied to Mr. Rofe for them, at
Lord Sackville’s defire, who withed to {ee them
before he fpoke upon the Propofitions, they
were returned to me in the very form I had fent
them up, and my own letter to Mr. Rofe upon
the top of them.

An intimation had been given to me by Sit
Lucius O‘Brian, in 1778, of the injury Ireland
fuftained by the embargo upon butter, and 1
reprefented the grievance in fuch a light, that

s
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its' removal was ordered ; and the paper, No.
44, with the letter, No. 45, from that moft
able and firm friend of Ireland, the late Speaker,
will teftify to whofe application it was owing
that the embargo upon the beef was likewife
taken off. |

A reftriCtion injurious to Ireland which had
been clandeftinely inferted in the fithery adts,
I got removed the next feflion, and obtained a
declaration in the a&t of Parliament that Irith
thips were to be deemed Britith in all refpeéts,
whatever. -

I had propofed to Mr. Eden, when he was
appointed Secretary toIreland, the eftablith-
ment of a national Bank, which was a part of
my principal plan, and upon recetving his let-
ter, No. 46, from Ireland, I fent him the an-
{wer, No. 47.

I have not given this detail of paft tranfac+
tions merely to emblazon my own merit, or to
deprive others of the importance they had af-
fumed from them, but to fet the public, and
efpecially my countrymen, right in two very

b material
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material points in which they have been much
deceived, or deceived themfelves. The oneis,
that all the conceffions ‘made to Ireland, andall
the advantages given to her trade antecedent to
the year 1782, were forced from the Adminif-
tration by the terror of the Irith Volunteers,
The other, that there was no plan, no {yftem,
or any connetion, either political or commer-
cial, in what was done, but that one thing was -
given up after another, juft as the neceflity
urged, or the conceding humour prevailed. For
whoever reads over the correfpondence in the
Appendix, muft be convinced that the whole
Cabinet, and particularly Lord North, and my
much-lamented noble friend I.ord ‘Sackville,
who teftified the moft friendly, generous, and
enlarged {entiments towards that country,
throughout the whole proceeding; and that
every thing which was done, was well confi-
dered, confiftent, and wife ; that the plah was
formed and agreed to before any volunteers were
raifed, and would have been carried into exe-
cution to the fame extent if they had never ex-
ited ; and when the late indigefted, rafh, igno-
rant, and abortive management 1is contrafted
with what was then effeted, T truft thofe noble -
! perfons,
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perfons, with whom I had the honour to ferve;
will not {uffer by the comparifon. I truft too,
that the Earl of Buckinghamthire -and Sir
Richard Heron-Will receive, through this pub-

lication, that fhare of the public regard which
- their hearty defire and earneft endeavours to pro-
mote the interefts of Ireland and the general
welfare, fo well entitle them to.

As I well know that the genercus and warm
hearts of my countrymen, who may perufe
thefe papers, will incite them'to inquiré what
has Ireland done for a man who has done fo
much for her, when the does {o much for thofe
who never rendered her any fervice ; I think
it fair to fet down an anfwer, which I fhall do
in the words of St. Paul, that I have not ought
to accdﬁ my nation of, nor either of the adminiftra-
tions who had the credit of my fervices. Lord:.
Harcourt obtained the office I {olicited for my
brother ; and befides the letters to me from Sir
Richard Heron, which {o repeatedly exprefs the
Earl of Buckingham’s kind difpofition towards
‘me, that gentleman made me, on the part of
his Excellency, an offer of a handfome penfion,
for myfelf or Mrs. Knox, upon the Irith efta-

" b 2 blifhment ;
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- blithment ; butas I had then good hope of re-
covering my American property, which produ-
ced me an income equal to all my-defires for
myfelf and my family, I declined the gene-
rous offer, preferring the gratification of being
able to reflect that I had rendered my country
more eflential fervices than had ever been .per-
formed by any of her {ons, and that 1 was the
only one of them, that had ever declined her
bounty, or refufed to be a burthen upon her.
Could I, indeed, have forefeen what has finoé
come to pafs, that I thould not only be deprived
of my eftate, which remitted me from £700/.
to 2000 /. per ann. but of all my offices, which
yielded me 2500/ more, and that a penfion,
which pays 440/. per ann. would be here deem-
ed ‘an adequate compenfation, not only for them,
but for all my fervices alfo, I confefs I'thould -
have been lefs ambitious of difplaying my difin-
tereftednefs in the eyes of my countrymen.

Since my removal from office -1 have had no
opportunity of bringing forward any of the re-
maining parts of my plan refpecting Ireland, nor
have T had any epiftolary intercourfe with the
chief governors of that kingdom, except upon

the
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the fubjet of the American correfpondence’; -for
I thought it right to apprife the Marquis of
Buckingham of whatI ‘had propodfed, ‘in order
to give his Excellency an opportunity of laying
his claim to the merit of obtaining {o confider-
able an advantage to the trade of Ireland, by an
early and ftrenuous application for the ftation
of the alternate packets at leaft, at Milford-
Haven, and I accordingly tran{mitted to his
Excellency a complete copy of my paper, with
my letter, No. 48, Feb. 27th, 1788. Had his
Excellency judged it neceflary to take any ftep
for augmenting the inhabitants, and preventing
emigration from Ireland, I prefume my ideas
would have been called for, and in that cafe I
thould not have been found unprepared or back-
ward to communicate. I had taken the liberty to
fuggeft a meafure for the like purpofes to Mr.
Pitt, ina paper I fent to Mr. Rofe, No. 49, which
I never heard more of; but as, notwithftanding
the difregard thewn to thofe obje(ts by thofe
great men, I ftill conceive them to be deferving
{ome attention, and as the fame meafures will
in a good degree ferve for both kingdoms, and
the fame reafons will excufe me from making
at prefent any farther difclofure of my plans

‘ to
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to either, than I did in the paper I fent to Mr,
Rofe, I thall beg leave to refer you to the copy
of it, which I have given in the Appendix ; but
thould your refpectable fociety think proper to
take up the confideration of thofe important
objeéts, I fhall be at all times ready to furnith
you with every information I am pofleffed of.



AS during the whole of the tranfattions to-awhich
the following correfpondence refers, I had the

" bufinefs of the American Department to attend
to, and which never flood flill on that account,
the reader will not expect more than a clear
and plain communication of my ideas in fuch of
the letters as were written by me, for, in iruth,
they were all written upon the [pur of the occa~
Jiony and I had not time to revife, much lefs to

copy any of them.

1 have not afked the permiffion of the writers of
any of the others for publifbing them, but as
they muft all derive honour from them, I truft
they will excufe the Liberty I have taken.






APPENDIZX

No. 1.

DPaper delivered to Lord Frederick Campéel/, when
appointed Secretary to Ireland, 1767.

THE ftate of Ireland in refpet to defence,
diftribution of juflice, liberty of the fubje&,
and almoft every branch of internal policy, (re-
“venue only excepted) is the worlt of any coun-
try in Europe; its calamities are fhll aggravated
by the unwillingnefs of the people to be re-
lieved from them. The government of that
kingdom has been for feveral years purely ari-
{tocratical, notwithftanding the apparent form is
the fame as that of Great Britain. For as the
King’s reprefentative refides but while the Par-
liament is fitting, he never has it in his power
to exercife government uncontrolled, and as his

attention muft then be chiefly engagedin legif-
lation, he has no opportunity of difplaying his
executive authority, and for that reafon, he is

rather contemplated by the people as a branch
: B of



[ 2]

of the legiflature than the executor of the laws,
The vacation of Parliament, which in-this king-
dom 1s the time for the kingly power to mani-
feft itfelf and recover its luftre, which is always
eclipfed by the fitting of Parliament, is in Ire-
land the feafon for the ariftocratic influence to
extend itfelf ; the adminiftration of governrhent
being then committed to the leaders in the
Houfe of Commons. -

This is the fource of all the mal-adminiftra-
tion in that kingdom. The party leaders will
always be more attentive to the {upport of their
ownauthority, than to the well-being of the flate:
Popularity, or the general voice of the people, is
not very material to them, becaufe the members
of Parliament being chofen for life, they are not
‘dependent on the good will of the people for their.
feats. Theattention of the leaders is, therefore,
confined in a great degree to the members them-
felves and their friends. Inftead, then, of equal
juftice to all the King’s fubjects, the laws are
frequently permitted to be violated with im-
punity, by thofe who have intereft with mem-
bers of Parliament. Rights of commonage are
taken away from the tenants without any com-
penfation, and all prefentments of fuch griev-
ances are rejected by the grand juries, nor will
an
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an Attorney General move for redrefs. No in-
, quiry after the perpetrators of crimes the moft
fhocking, if fufpected to be perfons of con-
dition ; witnefles publickly bought off, efcapes
managed, or pardons procured, when all other
methods of evading juftice have been found in-
effectual. Neglet of duty and falfe returns
in the military officers connived at, and the
fortifications fuffered to fall to ruin, notwith-
ftanding the frequent grants of Parliament for
their repair, for fimilar reafons. All public.
works converted into flagrant jobs, and the
private gratifications voted by Parliament,
diftributed without even the eolour of de-
fert or impartiality. Commitments to prifon
are neither reftrained nor limited by law ; any
{ubje& may be confined, and none can demand
his trial or releafe. People of any intereft have
nothing to fear from this want of prote&ion in
the laws, for the reafons before given; and
the wretches who fuffer, have no means of
making their grievénces known, or of obtaining
redrefs.  Affaults upon the lower people, if
committed by a gentleman, are never punifhed.
No grand jury would find a bill againft him,
nor 1s the pra&ice of the Crown office there;
equally in favour of the fufferer with what it is
here. The receipt of the revenue is the only
' B2 thing
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thing attended to, and.its produce is amply
{utficient for all the purpofes of Government ;
there is, however, evident marks of partiality
to the better fort, and oppreflion of the poorer,
in the laying of fome of the taxes from whence
it comes. The hearth-money tax 1s a flagrant
inftance, as there is no exception of.a fingle
hearth to any who does not receive alms, and
there is no increafe of the rate, let the number
of hearths in a houfe be what they may. The
coach duty is alfo an inftance of the partiality
of the great ones to themfelves above the mid-
ling people, for no man pays for more than
one carriage, let him keep as many as he will,
and he who keeps but one, pays the fame for i,

Al thefe evils being reducible to this- one,
the tyranny of the higher orders over the lower,
the redrefs of them is, on that account, ex-
ceedingly difficult, and the chief Governor who
aims at it, muft expe&t oppofition from thofe
who have the power to injure him, they being
the oppreflors ; and he can hope for little af-
{iftance from thofe he ferves, who are the op-
prefled. T have taken no notice of the Houfe
of Lords, becaufe, in effe@, there is none in
Ireland; the Privy Council compofe the fecond
branch of the legiflature in that kingdom. .The

Lords
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Lords muft be vefted with authority, however,
before the prefent oppreflive fyftem can be
diffolyed. ’ ‘

The Crown has now no ufe of its Peers, and
without their aid, the Commons will always
be too ftrong forit. The two points to which
a chief Governor’s whole adminiftration thould
tend, ought to be, the exaltation of the Peers,
and the protection of the lower people.  The
depreflion of the Ariftocracy will follow of
courfe ; but any meafure diretly for that pur-
pofe would bring deftruction on a chief Gover-
nor. ‘The meafures which I fhould propofe,
would be flow in their operation, and whofe
tendency would not immediately be perceived.
Popular bills might be begun in the Lords,
and fome of the Irith Peers, who are able men,
{ent over for that purpofe.

The conftant refidence of the Iord Lieute-
nant would be of all things the moft neceflary ;
but as the ufe intended to be made of that
{tep has been fq publicly declared, it might be
better to poftpone that for fome time, at leaft,
until fome other things were done.  Directions

- thould be given to the Judges of Affize, to inquire
after grievan_ces among the lower people; and
\‘Nhere
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where prefentments were rejected by the Grand
Juries, to order the Attorney General to pro-
fecute ex officio, at the expence of the, Crown.
The Judges thould alfo be directed to quath
all prefentments of roads or bridges, or fuch
like jobbs, which were calculated for the ac-
commodation of particular gentlemen, and not
of public utility. In fine, to encourage the
Jower people to look up to them for proteGtion
againft the *{quires, and to teach them fome-
thing of independency.,

Limiting the duration of Parliaments would,
in my humble opinion, be a meafure of great
importance to thefe ends. There is much to
be faid for and againft a feptennial bill : but, to
me, the arguments in favour of prerogative
feem to promote that bill. It may be worth
while to inveftigate them a little. A Houfe
of Commons once chofen, without limited du-
ration, it is faid, will have no apprehenfion but
of difobliging the Crown, becaufe, from the
Crown only will the members have to fear for
the continuance of their feats. But it is to be
conflidered, that the meafures of the Crown are
not always unpopular, and, that when they
are not, the Crown lofes the weight of the peo-
ple with the members. The purpofes of the

Crown,
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Crown, I fuppofe to be the good of the nation,
and the oppofition, I fear, is an oppofition to
public good, for the fake of private advantages
or faftious combinations : the bufinefs is how
“to controul fuch oppofitions.

If a Parliament has an unlimited 'duration,
the fear of a fattion will be that of a {udden
diffolution by the Crown ; and to provide againft
that, they will go all lengths to flatter the pre-
judices of the people. If the Crown diffslves
them, in fuch a cafe, they are fure of being
re-chofen, and the Crown lofes by the ‘exercife
of its dernier prerogative. If the people be
with the Crown, and againft their reprefenta-
tives, the Crown can diffolve them, the feptennial
bill notwithftanding. But the legal expiration
of their term is a much fafer ground for the
Crown to get rid of them on, than by a prero=
gative diffolution. The exertion of that prero-
gative will ever be unpopular, and may change
the minds of the people who are favourers of the
Crown, whereas a diffolution of courfe leaves
the Crown at liberty to take meafures for the
annoyance of its opponents, without the charge of
making the occafion. Befides, the acquaintance
with bufinefs acquired by members from long
fitting, the faGions to be formed, and the cut-

, ) ting
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ting off all proje&s for oppofition in future elec
~ tions, make long Parliaments infinitely more
formidable than thofe of limited duration.

The Crown will always find means of having
its fervants chofe ; and it is no f{mall advan-
tage to meet with veteran troops, an undifci-
plined army. I once had the honour of being
a Minifter. in an American Colony,* and I held
my poit for fix years; the three firflt T had todo,
with the fame aflembly, but I had an annual one
for thesgther three ; and if 1 withed to make
the Cro&vn abfolute, I would propofe a bill for
an annual Pirliament.  Experience is clearly on,

* I was appointed one of his Majefty’s Council and
Provolt Marfhal of Georgla by the Earl of Halifax, in
the year 1756, to aflift in promoting the fettlement, and
forming the civil conftitution of that infant colony, the
newly appointed governor, my eatliet and moft inti-
mate friend Mr. Ellis, a gentleman whofe tranfcendent
talents had then raifed him to that high office, and after«
wards made him the confidential friend of the Earl of
Egremont when Secretary of State, and fill renders him:
the delight and improver of all the literate focieties in'the
different countries he vifits, as well as in his own.. Hé,
ufed to fay of himfelf and me, when confulting upon the
Little affairs of that colony, that we were like two fire en-
gmes erected to raife water for a cabbage garden,~What-

"we did for that Colony will be feen in a future publicas’
tiom.
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my fide. It was a Houfe of Commons that
had fat fixteen years, that propofed the bill for
excluding the King’s brother ; and it is evident
to all men, that the Crown has lefs influence
in the Irith Houfe of Commions than in the Bri-
tith. The fum is, no Houfe of Commons
will long a& in oppofition to the {entiments of
the people, unlefs they have power to re-chufe
‘themfelves ; if they have #hat, the Crown can
never diflolve them, nor will their legal diffolu-
tion be of any importance. If they be depen-
dent on the people for their {eats, they will be
careful not to forfeit the regard of the people,
becaufe their regard will make them indepen-
dent of the Crown. If the Crown has any influ-
ence in the eleftions, a diflolution of courfe is
the only way for the Crown to avail itfelf of
that influence, and a prerogative diffolution will
deftroy all poffibility of advantage from it. As
a means therefore of reducing the Irith Houfe of -
Commons to a Democracy inftead of the Arifto-
cracy they now form, I wouldadvife a {eptennial
bill. Such a bill would- greatly ferve ta raife
the lower fort, and to prevent the oppreffions of
the gentry, and, in every view, would much
ferve diftributive juftice, and to releafe the ten-
nants from their abject fervility to their landlords.

C - Ne.
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No. IL

Paper delivered to Sir Jobn Blaquire, in 17;6.

UNTIL the a& of the 12th of Charles
the Second, called the Navigation A&, there
was no reftraint upon the Colonies exporting
their commodities in foreign bottoms, and to
foreign ports; by that act they are prohibited
from expdrting any of their commodities ex-
cept in Englith, Irith, or Welch fthips, three-
fourths of the crew to be Englifh, That a&
‘did not prevent the importation into Ireland of
any American produés direétly from the Colo-
nies in Irith thips, nor were any commodities
whatever prohibited to be imported into the
Colonies from Ireland. |

The 15th of Charles the Second is the firft
a&t which reftrains Ireland from a free commu-
nication with the Colonies, by enating, that
all commodities of the growth or manufatture
of Europe fhall be imported into the Colonies
from Ergland, Wales, or Berwick, and in Eng-
lith built fhips. Such fhips are, however,
allowed to take in provifions in Treland. That
the thips muft be Englith, is fur_th@f declared in

' ‘ - this
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this a&, by requiring the Mafter to produce to
the Governor on his arrival in the Colonies, a
“certificate, that the fhips are Englith built, ot
belonging to England, Wales, or Berwick.

By another claufe in that a&, all fith is pro=
hibited from being imported into England, ex-
cept in Englifh built fhips or veflels, or fhips
or veflels belonging to England, Wales, or

Berwick.

The a& of the 22d and 23d of Chatles the
Second directs, that the word Ireland fhall be
left out of the bonds to be given for the due
landing of enumerated commodities, and there-
fore they can no longer be imported into Ire-
land from the Colonies.  All fuch commodities,
and every other except hats and woollen manu-
faCtures, may be 1nported into any of our Co-
lonies from any other of them, andin thips be-
longing to any of the Colonies, and the produéts
and manufattures of every Colony, except hats
and woollens, may be exported from any Colo-
ny to another in' Colony fhips.

_ By the 16th and 11th of King William, for
the encouragement of fithing on the banks
| C 2 ' of
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of Newfoundlari_fl,‘ all his Majefty’s - fubjeé’cs
are authorifed to fith on the banks of New-
foundland, as heretofore ; even if thefe. words
fhould be allowed to include the Irifh, they
cannot avail themfelves of it, for the ifland of
Newfoundland 1s an Englifh plantation, and
no fthip belonging to Ireland can enter any of
its harbours ; neither can any fithing tackle or
materials for the fithery be carried from Ireland;
nor can provifions be carried there in fhips
belonging to Ireland, and therefore it is impof-
fible for the Irifh to carry on any fithery at
Newfoundland. The fame may be faid re-
fpetting the Whale and Oil fithery, in the
gulph and river St. Lawrence, and coaft of
Labradore, while every Colony is intitled to
a full participation in both with the people of
England, and their thips allowed to be Englifh.

No. II1.
To Sir JouN BLAQUIRE.
IWhitehall, 12 March, 1776,
(G e -
MY earneft withes for the profperity of Ire-
land, and in that for the honour of its prefent

adminiftration, incite me to fend you the in-

clofed
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clofed copy of a letter from a gentleman much
connedted with the New England fouthern
whale fithery, but a true friend to this country,
and to acquaint you, that the principal proprie-
tors of the veflels fitted out from Rhode Ifland
and Nantucket laft year for that fithery, were
lately here, and I had much converfation with
them. I endeavoured to dire&t their attention
to Ireland for the feat of their fithery, now that
they can no longer carry it.on from North Ame-
rica; and enumerated the many advantages
they would have in fitting out from thence,
~ which they appeared fenfible of, but eppofedto
them the want of men of fufficient capital to
make the neceffary advances, and the probabi-
lity of a bounty being given by Parliament here
ypon the importation of bone. Thefe objec-
tions, Sir John, point out the difficulties which
Ireland labours under in the eftablifhment of a
fithery, and yet I think they are to be removed
by the exertions of an able adminiftration. One
great obje&t of the plan I formerly opened.to
you was the aftraéling the unemployed money of
Europe into Ireland. My prefent fitvation, and
the circumftances of American affairs, will not
admit of my making Ireland a vifit for the pur-
pofe of putting matters in train for bringing my
pro-~
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propofitions before Parliament ; waving that bu-
finefs therefore for the prefent, 1 will mention
to you what occurs to me as the beft means of
promoting the Irith fithery; and inducing the
New Englanders to make Ireland the feat of
their whale fithery. A bounty, fimilar to our
Greenland bounty, wupon all fhips fitted out
from Ireland for the whale fithery ; a premium
upon the erecting of boiling houfes for the
blubber ; an application to miniftry here to
allow the importation of oil from Ireland duty
free, a bounty in Ireland on the exportation of
oil from thence. The gmnt of a bounty, fimi-
lar to the Greenlund bounty, on whale bone
imported into Ireland by fhips fitted out from
thence ; the permiffion to import whale bone
from Ireland into England duty free—The
Irith Parliameht taking the ftart in this bu-
finefs, of whatever may be defigned here, will
turn the attention of the New Englanders to
that country, and the manifeft profit to be
made by this fithery, will induce the monied
agents here to {upply them. We can have no
hopes of obtaining bounties here on thips fitted
out from Ireland, but if you give the fame
bounties, and the importation from Ireland into
England 1s free, it will operate very nearly as

much
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much in favour of Ireland as if the bounties,
were given here. I think when you are doing
this, it would be a good time to give a bounty
(fimilar to that given here by the A& of laft
feffion) to the firft twenty thips fitting out from
Ireland for the Newfoundland fithery. No op-
portunity can ever be more favourable than the
prefent for puthing any meafure for increafing
the navigation of Ireland. Indeed I do not
think it would be difficult to obtain an at, de-
claring Irith fhips to be Englifh to all legal m-
tents. You will pardon me for flating thefe
matters to you, for I am fure you are anxious
to mark Lord Harcourt’s adminiftration by pub-
lic fervices; and the readinefs you have thewn
to recelve any communications from me with
that view, leaves me no doubt of your giving
this the attention it may deferve.

No. ‘IVQ

Dublin Caflle, 14 May, 1746,
My dear Sir,

IT ng/i be fome [atisfaction fo you to fee how
fistle your ideas are unattended to, how likely they
are
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arc to profper for the good of this country. My
unufually hurried time has put it out of my
power to enter upon this corref] potidence n the
way I could have withed, and that it deferved;
but the caufe has not f{uffered, my friend Sir
Lucius, who profefles a million of obligations
for my having configned him to your acquain-
tance, has followed it up with his wonted dili-
gence. Ifeel a remorfe of confcience when I
fay, that I have been engaged in any bufinefs
which could {uperfede this; affure yourfelf i

has not been in pleafure,

Tam, with unfeigned efteem,
Dear Sir,

Your obliged and faithful

humble fe rvant,

J- BLA QUI RE.
This letter tran{mitted copy ‘of a hill for the

improvement of the fitheries of Ireland, giving
bounties to the Newfoundland thips,

. NO-, Vc



No. V.

(Copy)
From Sir Joun BLAQUIRE #o Lord HARCOURT.

, Greenwich, 20 Oft. 1776.
My Lord,

MR. William Knox, the Deputy Secretary
of State, was with me yefterday to acquaint me
with the death of Mr. Ellis, Agent in London
for the Irith Linen Board, and to requeft my
beft offices with your Excellency to obtain this
employment for his brother; I owed at leaft
this much to Myr. William Knox, the kingdom of
Ireland owe him a great deal more; mor is your
Excellency entirely free from being indebted to him
Jor a very warin and fuccefsful exertion of very
Sfuperior abilities in the canfe of the feveral bounties
granted to Ireland under: your Excellency’s admi-
niftration, the fifberies in particular; and in the late
extenfion of the bounties to the fouthward, he has
not, he cannot have a competitor in your favour.
I fancy your Excellency will find that Mr. Knox
15 a perfon of eminent charadter, unqueftionably
very fit for.the office, and with the advantage
of recurring, upon important occaflons, for the

D affiftance
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affiftance which his brother, from ability, in-
clination, the moft extenfive knowledge of the
commercial interefts of Ireland, and the fitua-
tion he 1s happily placed in, can give: T have
not a doubt but the moft beneficial confequences
might accrue to Ireland, fuppofing your Ex-
celiency has not engaged yourfelf for the ap-
pointment, and on any other grounds than
thofe I would not have mentioned this matter,
although Mr. William Knox is a perfon for

Whom I have a high regard.
I am,
With fincere refpe&t and attachment,
Your Excellency’s devoted
And obliged fervant,
JOHN BLAQUIRE.

- No. VL

Confiderations on the State of IRELAND.

INTRODUCTION.

IT is the common misfortune of all depen-
dencies of great empires, that fuch of their
citizens as are able to make their way to the

metro-
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metropolis, feldom return to their native pro-
vince, or bring the knowledge or influence they
have acquired to its fervice. No country feels
this misfortune more fenfibly than Ireland ; for
notwithftanding it is no more than a member of
the Britith empire, its conftitution partakes {o
-much of a feparate ftate, that almoft the whole
of its polity 1s left tothearrangement of itsown
domeftic government ; and befides the aptnefs
of men, removed to a diftance from the feat of
empire, to be {wayed by early prejudices or
local attachments, their beft calculated projets
for promoting the particular intereft of their
country muft ever run the hazard of being de-
feated, by clathing with the particular interé(t
of fome other member, or interfering with the
general and combined interefts of the whole.

To the want of a knowledge of the general
and combined intereft of the empire, in thofe
who have had the dire&ion of the affairs in Ire-
land fince the Revolution, may in a great mea-
fure be afcribed the flow progrefs Ireland has
made in population, cultivation, commierce, and
wealth, compared with other parts of the Bri-
tith dominions.

D2 It
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It is not my prefent purpofe to point out in-
ftances of proof of this aflertiou, but there is
one fo {triking and obvious, that I cannot help

mentioning it.

Tn the 19th year of the reign of James theIft,
the whole number of white inhabitants in what
was then called Virginia, which comprehended
the greateft part of the Britith territories in
North America, amounted to no more than
4000, at which time Ireland contained at leaft
a million ; yet, with fuch a prodigious flart,
we have {een Ireland, in little more than a cen-
tury, overtaken by America, and in fome par-
ticulars furpafled ; for it is beyond controverfy,
that until her late imprudence in exciting the
jealoufy, and provoking the refentment of Great
Britain, Britith America was nearly as populous
as Ireland 5 her people were better fed, bettet
cloathed, better lodged, and more happy ; the
had more fhipping, more trade, and more cre-
dit; and during the whole time laboured under
more reftraints from Englith laws than Ireland
did, with a foil much lefs fertile, and a climate
neither {0 temperate or {alutary.

The
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"The author of the following fheets is a native.’
of Ireland; and, although he has been many
years engaged in the public fervice in other parts
of the Britifh dominions, he has not forgot
what he owes to the country from whence he
derived his birth, and where he received thofe
principles that have {upported him at all times,
and carried him through a variety of fituations,
-without reproach; aud he thinks he cannot
better difcharge his duty to his pareit countr
8 Y P Ys
and to the empire at large, than by bringing to
the public ftock of Ireland whatever knowledge
the many means of information he has had,
‘may have enabled him to acquire.

His firft objec is to endeavour to lead his
countrymen to refle¢t upon their own condition
as a people, to inveftigate the conftitution of
their government and the nature of their con- -
nexion with England; and in doing this, he
intreats them to diveft themfelves as much as
poffible of their early prejudices; to inquire
before they form their opinion, and not to take
that upon.truft from others, the truth of which
they ought to have examined themfelves.

What is now laid before them will, he hopes,
gall up their attention, and turn their thoughts
' into
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mto a right channel. He intends to wait its
effeés, before he proceeds to offer any propo-
fitions, refpecting either the external connexions
or internal polity of Ireland; but he pledges
himfelf to his countrymen to bring forward,
in due time, {fome of importance in each clafs.

CONSIDERATIONS,

THE end and purpofe of all government
being the advantage, fafety, and happinefs of
the community, the general difcontent of the
people is at all times an argument of a defectivé
conftitution, or of mifconduét in thofe to whom
the adminiftration is committed : when the lat-
ter is the cafe, a change of minifters will pro-
bably prove a remedy ; but if the mifchief lies
‘deeper, and has its fource in the conititution
itfelf, a change of minifters will only ferve to
increafe the public ill humour, and by exciting
hopes which cannot be gratified, add the refent-
ment of difappointment to the anguifh of for-
mer grievances. It feems therefore highly pro-
per to inquire into the nature of our public
evils, and to trace them to their fountain, before
any method ‘of redreffing them is propounded;

- for,
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for, until we have a fair view of the difeafe, we
{hall not be able to judge of the probable effets

of the regimen that may be offered for our
relief,

Without going back farther than our me-
mory will ferve us, we fhall find fuch diverfity
in the chara&ers of our feveral chief governors,
and variety in the meafures of their adminiftra«
tions, as ftrongly to incline us to {uppofe that
they would not @/ have failed as they did in
giving content to the people, were it in the
power of any chief governor to give it. We
execrate the fubtle Lord Carteret for aiming to
deprive us of the advantages of biennial {ef-
fioris of Parliament; and we are not better
pleafed with the undefigning Lord Townthend,
who has fecured and improved that privilege
by an o&ennial election ; we accufe Lord Chef-
terfield of fapping the foundation of the Irith
intereft in Parliament ; and we cenfure Lord
Harrington for putting himfelf into the hands
of the Ariftocracy, and confenting to their vio-
lent and arbitrary attempts upon the freedom of
our ele&tions. The Duke of Dorfet is never
to be forgiven for opening a new channel of cir-

culation for the King’s favours, and it feems to
be
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be the great grievance of the prefent hour,* that
the hands through which they then pafled aré
no longer employed in diﬁributing them. The
Duke of Devonthire s blamed for effetting an
union of the contending parties; and that he
governed by a faQtion, is one of the crimes of
the Duke of Bedford ; and whilft the unaccom-
modating pride of the latter nobleman is recol-
lected with difguft, the facility and politenefs of
Lord Halifax is branded with the epithets of
falthood and infincerity. In fhort, {plendour
and magnificence is ufelefs profufion in Lord
INorthumberland, and an attention to domeftic
ceconomy miferable parfimony in Lord Hert-
ford. A large redundance of public treafure -
had well nigh undone the kingdom in 1753,
and an increafe of its domeftic expences have
brought it to the verge of bankruptcy in 1772.
It is needlefs for me to multiply inftances of
our difcontent, or to expofe the contrariety of
the caufes we aflign for them, efpecially as 1t
1s not my purpofe either to vindicate the cha-
raters or conduét of our Viceroys, or to revive
the public clamour againft them ; all I mean to
thew is, that the people have been uneafy under

“* 'This paper was written in the year 1772.

all
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all adminiftrations, and that, judging of the fu-
ture by the paft, there is no likelihood of their
being content with any chief Governor, until
the conftitution of Ireland receives {fome im-
provement. ‘This is a point of which I with
my countrymen to be fully convinced ; for fo
long as they entertain a hope of feeing an admi-
niftration to their mind, they will be apt to
join in the cry raifed by the factious againft
every chief Governor, vainly flattering them-
felves, by his removal, to make way for their
favourite ; and thus, inftead of bending their
force to remove the caufe, they will continue to
be, as they have been, the dupes of defigning
and artful leaders, exclaiming againit its necef~
fary effects, without any public principle for
the bafis of their opinion, or any conftitutional
rule for the dire&tion of their conduét. Let me
then entreat my countrymen to confider this
- matter with ferious attention, and then fairly
fay what are the public a&s they wifh to fee
take effect, and what are the meafures they with
to {ee purfued by a chief Governor, and I will
appeal to their candour for confefling that nei-
ther thofe aé&ts nor thofe meafures are to be ex-
peted from any chief Governor o long as you
gonfider yourfelves, and are confidered by Eng-

E land
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land as a feparate kingdom and having {eparate-
interefts ; can you hope to be deemed a depén-
dence of the Englith crown only for the purpofe
of being protected by the Englith fleets and ar-
mies, and enjoying the advantages of the trea-
ties and alliances procured by England, and be
confidered by her as an independent people in
all other refpeéts? Such notions are too abfurd
to be entertained by fo fenfible a people, and,
therefore I flatter mjrfelf you will give me your
candid and {erious attention, whilft I endeavour
to trace the caufes of your uneafinefs, and point
‘out the means of their removal, -

To have the clearer view of this very impor-
tant fubje&, it will be neceffary to go back to the
origin of the connection between England and
freland, and to inquire into the motives which
induced it, and the principles upon which it was
founded. ' '

From the imperfe& accounts we have of the
ftate of Ireland antecedent to the arrival of
Henry the Second, compared with what we
know to have been the ftate of England‘at the
fame period, it is eafy to prove that the intro-
duction of t’hc laws and cuﬁoms of England

nto
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into Ireland by that monarch was a confiderable

boon to the people of Ireland. ‘The tenure by

which the inhabitants hold their lands is in all
countries a fair teft of the freedom or defpotifm

of the government, for where-ever the people

have a right to be confulted upon adts of ftate,

they never fail to ufe that right to fecure to

themfelves a fixed property in their lands,

which, next to the liberty of their perfons, is

deemed the moft important confideration ; and

indeed there is good reafon it thould be foconfi-

dered, for perfonal freedom in a country where

there is no certain property, is no otherways be-

neficial than as it enables the inhabitants to re-

move out of it, and feek their fortunes undera
better conftitution of government.

Nothing could be more wretched than the an-
‘cient condition of the people of Ireland appears
to have been in refpe& to property in- their
lands ; pofleflion was the only rule of right
among the inhabitants, andas by the cuftom of
raneftry, the captain, or head of each fept, was
eletive, it is eafy to fuppofe, that upon the fuc-
ceffion of every new captain, room was to be
made for the accommodation of his friends, by
the removal of thofe of his predeceflor or oppo-

Ea nent ;
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nent ; and as the fame cuftom prevailed in the
fucceflion of their princes or kings, the conti-
nual wars, rapines, murders, and defolation,
which we are told of, appear to be no more
than the neceflary effeéts of the barbarifm of
the conftitution ; what a blefling then was the
introdu&@ion of feudal tenures to this people!
and therefore it is not furprifing that the great
men of the ifland {o univerfally and immediate-
ly embraced the offers of Henry, and, relin-
quithing their former titles, confented to hold
their principalities and domains of him as.their
feudal Lord ; for by fo doing they acquired for
their children a right of inheritance, and conti-
nued their own pofiefiions in their families ; nor
were their tenants lefs benefited by the change,
as they were of courfe to hold their farms of
their lords upon the like conditions ; and of this
they were made more fecure, as well as in their
perfonal eftates and liberties, by the abolition
of the Brehon law, and the introduéion of the
laws and cuftoms of England in its room. Few
of the Jaws of England, more than thofe of Ire-
land, were at this time written ; but as in Eng-
land all criminal, and the greateft part of civil
caufes were tried by juries of the vicinity, a pet-
petual memory of what was law was kept up

among
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among the people, and the rule which govern-
ted in a former cafe became a direCtion in all
fucceeding ones; and as all decrees and fen-
tences were recorded in the county or manor
rolls, a fixed and regular {yftem of jurifprudence
in courfe of time took effet in each county and
manor; in {ome inftances, indeed, different
from that which prevailed in others, but in no-
thing of great importance, as the {uperior
courts which attended the king, and the itine-
rant judges had the controul over all the infe-
rior courts, and we may fuppofe took care to
eftablith, as near as could be, an uniformity of
proceeding among them. The Brehon law was
on the contrary the moft defpotic and arbitrary
that can be imagined ; every captain or chief |
of a fept appointed a brehon or judge to decide
all caufes, criminal and civil, among the people
of his tribe. Caufes between the people and the
chief were feldom bfought, or if they were, it
is not difficult to guefs in whofe favour they
were decided; but the lord was not content to
benefit by the dec1ﬁons of the brehon in his own
caufes only, he was equally careful that fome
.profit thould accrue to him out of the fuits of
his tenants. Hence all rapes, felonies, mur-
ders, and other crimes, were made commutable
for
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{or money, and punifhed only by fines to the
lord, and {ome compenfation to the party in-
jured. As the brehon held his office at the good
pleafure of the captain, and as every fucceeding
captainappotntedhis own brehon, thereis noroom
to doubt that the interefts of the party in pof-
feflion were leaned to by the brehon, and indeed
that his decifions were made the means of re-
compenfing the fervices of the friends of the
prefent chief at the expence of thofe of his pre-
deceflors. Hafty and unjuft, therefore, are the
cenfures of thole zealous champions of what
they think the privileges of Ireland, upon the
want of {enfe and {pirit in the natives to defend
their own laws and pofleffions, and in meanly
{ubmitting both to the will of Henry, confent-
ing to hold their lands of the crown of England,
and to be governed by the Ei}glifh Jaws ; forin
falt they afted in this refpeét with more wifdom
than we find any other people ever did in the
like circumftances. They changed a mode of
government and laws replete with tyranny and
oppretlion, and productive of every enormity,
for a conftitution framed upon principles of
equal right, and for laws which gave them fe-
curity in their perfons, and property in their
pofleflions ; but this was notall, for inftead of

{ubmitting,
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fubmitting, as it is weakly and falfely alledged,
to the condition of a people conquered by an in-
vader, they ftipulated for a common right with
their invaders, not only to all the privileges
¢hey thould enjoy in Ireland, but to a commu-
nity of rights and privileges with them in their
own country England; Where, let me alk
thefe traducers of our anceftors, fthall we find
in modern hiftory a conquered people admitted
to a community of rights and privileges with
their conquerors ! or, which of the many na-
tions overcome by the Romans {tipulated with
that proud people, in the zenith of their power,
for all the privileges of Roman citizens? Yet
this the people of Ireland did, with that great
and mighty monarch Henry the Second of
England; they became incorporated with the
Englith, and were made one people with them,
by an union, the moft entire and perfect that
can be conceived. ‘Their king was the fame,
they held their lands by the fame tenure, their
laws were not fimilar but the fame, their legif-
lator was the fame, their religion was the fame;
~how happy would it have been for the people
of both iflands, but efpecially for thofe of Ire-
land, had this union proved as lafting as it was
complete | What horrid {cenes of wretchednels

and
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and mifery would it have prevented! Rebel-
lions, maflacres, and devaftations, would not
have then filled every page of our fhocking
hiftory, nor would the poverty of the bulk of
our people have been, as it now.is, our re-
proach among civilized nations; but on the
contrary, participating with our brethren in
England in every benefit of commerce, profit-
ing by their wealth and fkill in manufatures
for the perfeéing our own, deriving equal ad-
vantages with them from the increafe of the
colonies, and beneficial treaties with foreign
ftates ; peace and plenty muft have taken place
of poverty and defolation, and the happinefs
and profperity of Ireland would have been the
envy of all nations. But Providence, which
frequently ufes the wickednefs of one man as
the inftrument to punith the crimes of others,
by permitting that monfter of bigotry and de-
ceit, Louis the VIIth of France, to call Henry
into Normandy before he had feen his new con-
fticution take effect, left the miferable natives
to fuffer by their new rulers, and each other
for their former enormities,

When a new mode of government and new
laws were to be introduced, it was highly re-
' quifits
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quifite to appoint magiftrates, well fkilled in
‘both; to adminifter them to the people; but
this Henry had not time to do, and there-
fore it fell of courfe to the brehons to pro-
nounce judgement, by laws which they were
wholly unacquainted with, and to eftablith cuf=
toms which they had never heard of. No pro-
vifion feems to have been made for the tanift;
or ele&ted fucceflor to. the chief of .each fept,
and as each captain or head was now become a
baron, and his barony defcendablé to his fon,
the tanift was barred of his fuceffion, and with-
out any compenfation. It is unneceflary to
look for other fources of mifchief; thefe two
were more than fufficient to deprive the peo-
ple of Ireland of all the advantages the new
conflitution held out to them, and even to ren-
der it more odious in their eyes than their own ;
for as the tanift would naturally claim the fuc-
ceffion by the old law, and the heir of his pre-
deceflor would endeavour to retain it under the
fan&ion of the new tenure; and Henry the
lord of the fief being abfent, a civil war in
every fept was the neceflary confequence of the
death of the Chief. The tyranny and oppref-
fion of the Chief, which the people hoped to
have feen reftrained by the Englith laws, were,

F on
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o the contrary, increafed under pretence of
them; for it was ealy for him to dire¢t his bre-
hon to give a colour to the moﬁ 1n1qu1tous de-
cifion, by declaring it to be according to the
Englifh laws ; and it was in his own power to
{eize upon the pofleflions of any of his fept un-
der pretence of their being forfeited to him by
thefe unknown laws. Indeed when John be-
c¢ame Lord of Ireland, we find him endeavour-
ing to remedy thefe evils by renewing the char-
ter of Henry, and carrying over from England
a number of learned judges, and appointing
them to difpenfe the Englifh laws to the peo-
ple; his.own troubles, however, {oon took off
his attention to the affairs of Ireland; and it
was the misfortune of this country, that thofe
to whom its government was committed,
thefe early times, inftead of labouring to draw
the band of union flill clofer between England
and Ireland, took every poffible meafure for
{eparating the native Irith from the Englith, and
their defcendants who wére fettled here. R
was their villainous policy to excite quarrels
among the Irith Chiefs, and then declarn them
rebels, and to feize upon their countries as for-
~ feited by their treafon; and finding the Bre-
hon laws more convenient to their purpofes of
tyranny
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tyranny and oppreffion, théy' denied -therr
wretched tenants the benefit of the laws of Eng~
dand, and forced them to refort to their brehon.
In public and notorious violation of the great
charter of Henry, confirmed by John, they
fet up a pale as a boundary between the poflef~
fions of the Englith and Irith inhabitants, and
confined the Jjurifdi&tion of the Englith laws’
within the limits of that pale ; nay, what was
ftill more unjuft, they denied the benefit of
thofe laws to fuch of the defcendants of the
native Irith as dwelt within the pale. It 1s with
pain I relate thefe iniquities of my country-
men; for it was owr anceftors who prattifed
them on each other. The defcendants of the
Laceys, the Fitzgeralds, the Cavennaghs, the:
Courcys, and many more who may ﬁnd them-
felves injured by the recital of the injuftice done-
to thofe they take to have been their anceftorsy .
by thofe they call Englith, ought to change
the fubject of their complaint, and lament that
their anceftors were capable of fuch cruelty
and injuftice to their countrymen ; neither the
government or people of England were inftru-
mental in this wrong, any farther than by
‘negledting to take proper meafures for prevent-
ing it; and the unfettled ftate of thofe times;

Fa the
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the continual difputes about the fucceffion, and
the wars on account of the territories in France,
furnifth excufes for that neglect. Equally ma-
licious and abfurd are the endeavours of thofe
who by an exaggerated account of thefe tran{-
alions, labour to excite in the prefent inhabi
tants of Ireland, refentment and ill will againft
their fellow fubjecs in England, as if it were
the anceftors of the prefent Englith who in-
flited thefe hardfhips ﬁpon the anceftors of the
prefent Irith. No, my countrymen, let us not
be deceived by fuch incendiaries; they were
equally our own anceftors who perpetrated the
cruelties with thofe who fuffered them. Even
fuch, whofe names denote them to be of the
native ftock which firft peopled this ifland,
ought to be cautious how they indulge their
feelings again{t the cruel invaders; for their
names are no fecurity that their anceftors wete
not among the oppreffors, as it became a prac-
tice with many of the defcendants of the Eng-
lith, as Spencer informs us, to change their
names, or alter them to Irith, in order to give
a better colour to their refufing the benefits of
the Englith laws to their tenants, and obliging
them to fubmit to thofe called the Brehon;
neither have we better grounds to look upon

all
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all thofe whofe names are not of Irith origin, as
defcendants of the invaders, for we find an a&
of the Inith Parliament, held at Trim by the
Earl of Defmond, in the year 1465, the sth of
Edward the IVth, requiring ¢ every Irithman
¢ that dwelt in the counties of Meath, Unil,
¢ and Kildare, to take to him an Englith {ur-
¢ name of one town, as Sutton, Chefter,
¢ "T'rim, Skryne, Cork, Kinfale; or colour, as
¢¢ White, Black, Brown ; or art or {cience, as
¢ Smith or Carpenter ; or office, as Cook,
¢« Butler.” -

And here 1t 1s proper I thould take notice,
that the chief of the hardthips inflited on the na-
tiveIrith, and thofe which weare the moft thocked
at, were the neceflary confequences of the revival
of the brehon law ; for by that law, all crimes,
as I have before obferved, were commutable for
money ; and, therefore, when we find a price
fet upon the head of a native Irithman, and his
murderer was acquitted upon the payment of
that fum, we ought not to confider it as a fin-
gle a& of tyranny or cruelty, but impute it to
its fource, the refufal of the benefit of the Eng-
lith laws, and the revival of that of the brehon :
and it is fomewhat extraordinary, that the vio-
lent pay%izans of what they call the liberties of
Ireland, who declaim {o loudly upon thefe bar-

barous
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barous doings, in the fame breath impeach the
authority of the Englith laws in Ireland, which
alone made them criminal, and thereby render
thefe very proceedings legal, if not juftifiable.
That the government in England was far from
countenancing thefe proceedings of the admi-
piftration in Ireland is evident, from the a& or
letters patent of the 17th of Edward the Firft,
dated at Nottingham, in the year 1288, two
and twenty years before the date of the firft
a& pafled by an Irith Parliament, as printed in
the colletion of the Irifh ftatutes. 'The pream-
ble to this act declares it to be, for the amend-
ment of the government of our realm’ of Ireland,
and for the peace and tranquillity of our people of
the fame land 5 and, indeed, the ena&ing claufes
very well correfpond with the intention ex-
prefled in the preamble, for they prohibit the
juftice and all other officers of the crown from
purchafing lands within their refpeive bali-
wicks without fpecial licence from the King.
It commands that they fhould not take victuals,

or any other thing, of perfons againft their ‘
will ; that they thould not arreft thipsor gOOdS
of {trangers or {ubjeéts ; but, that trade fhould
be free and unreflrained betwween England, Wales, :
and Ireland.  And to corre@ this abufe of pat-

doning
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doning or commuting for murder, the ch re-
ferved to himfelf the power of pardoning in al}
fuch cafes and reftrains his juftice or chance]-
lor from exercifing that prerogative in future.

I am not writing the hiftory of Ireland, al-
though it is highly fit it fhould be done by fome
one ;¥ for there is no civilized people upon
earth who know {o little of their own hiftory or
affairs as we of Ireland do of ours: ; but I con-
ceive it to be a good fervice to the public, to re.
move the prejudices which ignorancei of the
truth has laid us open to, and which prevail
among us, even to this day, ina degree ex-
tremely injurious to the welfare of our country,,
and highly difgraceful to us, as an enlightened
people 5 for not content with the fingle abfyr-
dity of fuppofing that no intermixture hag hap-
pened among the inhabitants of {o {mall an
ifland in fix centuries; a new mark of diftinc-
tion has been borrowed from religion to fupply
that of defcent, which might otherwife have
been worn out in fo many ages; and although
the reformation- did not take place in Encrland

~* This was written before Dr. Leland’s Hiftory was
publithed. I am forry its publication has not given me
occafion to alter what I had wrltten

for
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for 350 years after Henry’s invafion.-of Ireland
yet the Proteftants of Ireland are weak enough
to ftigmatize the whole body of the Roman
Catholics, as defcendant of the ancient Irifh,
and as fuch, are unwilling to allow them a
eommunity of rights and privileges with them-
felves : but that the ancient inhabitants of this
ifland were equally entitled to all the laws,
rights, and privileges of Englifhmen with the
Englith adventurers, has been, I perfuade my-
{elf, {ufficiently proved; and although the
charters of Henry the Second, and of his fon
John, granting thofe laws, rights, and privi-
leges to the people of Ireland, had not the ex-
prefs confent or concurrence of the Englith
Barons or Parliament, yet I am bold to affirm,
that fuch confent or concurrence was not ne-
ceffary, and the Englith ftatutes themfelves af-
ford abundant proofs that the Parliament of
England acquiefced in thefe acs of their kings,
and confidered the people of Ireland for 300
years afterwards as Englithmen, and entitled to
a community with themfelves in all their laws;
rights, and privileges.

It is difficult to avoid carrying with us our
ideas of things as they appear at prefent, into the,

difs
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difcuffion of the practice that prevailed in an-
cient times ; and as we now fee Parliament the
fource of legiflation, and vefted with high,
perhaps boundlefs, jurifdittion, we are apt to
conceive that fuch has always been the cafe,
in {fome degree at leaft. Laws too are now ge-
nerally made to reftrain the people, and give
power to the officers of the Crown ; and Par-
liament, inftead of petitioning the King for pri-
vileges, is continually authorifing the Crown to
abridge the people’s liberties in fome inftance
or other; but the truth is, the King and the
Parliament have changed places in latter times,
and the fundamental maxims of Government
are entirely reverfed. The do&rine in former
ages was, that a]l power was in the King; the
doftrine now is, that all power is derived from
the people. Every liegeman was then in the
power of the Prince, and fubjet to his will,
except where he could thew a grant or charter
of the Crown in his behalf. Now the King
has no power overany man unlefs there be fome
law to give it to him. Inftead of being aflembled
to fignify their aeccptance of the grace of the
Crown in the grant of a charter or law, Parlia-
ment now meets of right, propounds and enalts
laws, and prefents them to the Crown for af~
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{fent; and woe be to the advifers of the Prince,
if- that advice be with-held.

The expreflions legiflative jurifdiction of Par-
liament, which are applicable to the prefent
{tate of things, have no meaning when applied
to former times. Parliament was then nothing
more than an aflembly of fuch of thofe who
held lands in capite of the Crown, as the King
thought fit ta.call together by his writ, in order
to accept, on the part of the whole people, fuch
laws or charters as the King might be pleafed to
grant, and in return, to fignify the pedp_le’s cone
fent to the King’s levying, for his own ufe, 2
certain {um of money ; how then was Henry
obliged to have the confent of the Englith Par-
liament to his granting to the people of Ire-
land all the laws which himfelf or his prede-
ceflors had granted to the people of Englaﬂd?
Neither could he be reftrained by any lawor
rule then in being, from calling, by his wi,
certain of his Irith tenants in capite to the
affembly of his tenants, or Parliament, in Eng
land, and receiving their acceptance of his laws
1 common with his Englith tenants, and ther
confent to the fame fubfidies alfo; but whether
the King thoug_ht fit to call any of his Irith te

' pents
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nants to thefe affemblies or not, the people of
Ireland were equally entitled, with the people
of England, to the benefit of the laws accepted
by fuch affemblies ; or as the modern moft im-
proper phrafe is, were equally bound by them ;
for the King was in no cafe obliged to fummon
all his tenants to {uch affemblies; and as the
ftates and people of Ireland had adopted the
laws and government of England, they were
thenceforward included in all the tranfadions of
thofé aflemblies ; for it was the law of England
that thofe aflemblies fhould confent for the whole
people, and we find the fa&t cotrefponds with
this do&rine ; for it appears manifeflt from
the Englith ftatutes (WhiCh are always the beft
and fureft guides to the national opinions) down
to the 1ft of Henry the Vth. the year 1413,
that this ifland was deemed a part of England,
and its inhabitants in all refpeéts Englithmen.

In all the aéts for regulating trade, England,
Ireland, and Wales are coupled together, and
the liberties and prohibitions extended to all
alike. By the ftatute of the 11th of Edward
the IIId. neither man or woman in England,
Ireland, or Wales, were to wear cloth, but of
the manufacture of England, Ireland, or Wales,

: G 2 and
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and of fuch parts of Scotland as were then in
the King’s power ; no foreign cloths might be
brought into any of thofe countries; none
under a certain degree might wear furs; all
foreign clothworkers might come into any of
thofe lands with fafety, and have franchifes
granted them. By the 8th of Edward the IIld,
wines of Gafcoigny imported into England,
Ireland, or Wales, are diretted to be gauged.
All people of England, Ireland, and Wales, that
are not artificers, may pafs into Gafcoigny in
virtue of the 43d of Edward the IIId. and pur--
chafe wines, provided they import them into
England, Ireland, or Wales. The ftaple of
wool, leather, fells, and lead, by the 27th of
Edward the IIld. is appointed for England at
Newecaftle and nine other towns, at Carmar-
then for Wales, and at Dublin, Waterford,
Cork, and Drogheda, for Ireland ; and all the
wool, leather, fells, and lead to be exported
out of any of thofe countries, are directed to be
firlt carried to a flaple town in the refpecive
countites, and there fold to foreign merchants
for gold or filver, but not for foreign merchati-
dife. Merchants of Ireland or Wales, by the
17th of Edward the ITId. are allowed to bring
their merchandife to the ftaples in England, and

fell
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{ell them there without paying any but the
Irith or Welth cuftoms; becaufe, fays the fta-
tute, “ Foreigners do not {o generally go to pur-
¢ chafe at the Irifh and Welfh ftaples as they
“¢ do to thofe of England.” The 34th of Ed-
ward the IIId. accords that all the merchants,
as well aliens as denizens, may come into
Ireland with their merchandifes, and from
thence freely to return with their merchandifes
and vi&uals, without fine or ranfom to be
taken of them, faving always to the King his
ancient cuftoms and other duties. By the next
chapter of the fame adt, it is enalted, ¢ That
““ the people of England, as well religious as
“¢ other, which have their heritage and pofie{-
¢ {ions in Ireland, may bring their corn, beaflts,
4¢ and victuals, to the faid land of Ireland, and
“¢ thence to re-carry their goods and merchan-
¢ difes into England freely, without zmpeach-
““ ment, 1. e. hindrance, paying their cuftoms and
¢¢ devoirs to the King.” By the 43d of the fame
Edward, the wool ftaple at Calais is taken away,
but the former a&s, appointing ftaples in Eng-
land, Ireland, and Wales, are confirmed.

The aé of the gth of Richard the IId. which
is the firft eflay of the Englith Parliament to-

wards
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wards a navigation act, prohibits the King's
fubje@s from carrying forth or bringing in any
merchandifes, but only in thips of the King’s
allegiance. Neither Ireland or Wales are men-
~tioned in any of the ena&iﬁg claufes or chap-
ters of the 14th of that King, but from the
preamble it is evident that the regulations then
made were to take place in thofe countries, as
well asin England; the words of the preamble
are, ¢ for the relief and increafe of the com-
“ mon profit of the realm of England and of
“ the lands of Wales and Ireland, which have
¢ been 1n divers manners greatly hindered in
* times paft, our Lord the King,” &c. From
henceforward we find no mention of Irelandin
any ftatute, until we come to the 8th chapter of
Henry the Vth. fo that from the a&s I have
qﬁoted, it is moft evident that during this long
period of near three centuries, and in the courfe
of many reigns, England and Ireland were
deemed by the King and Parliament and people
of England to be incorporated, and the inhabi-
tants of the two iflands to be one people, “and
equally entitled to the fame immunities, and
fubjet to the fame reflraints. Nor are th_ere
the fmalleft grounds to fuppofe that there was
any exception of the defcendants of the native

Irith
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Irith from this community, and that only the
Englith adventurers and their defcendants were
included in 1t; for, on the contrary, all the
terms which might lead to fuch ideas of dif~
tinétion are carefully avoided, as the ftatutes ne-
ver {peak of Irifbmen, but people of Ireland,
which certainly includes the whole inhabitants.
How wicked and ill-founded then, my country-
men, are thofe cruel afperfions upon the Eng-
lith government, which our hot-headed and
ignorant zealots have thrown out, as if it was
they who out-lawed the natives, and excluded
them from the common rights of fubjects, and
evenof men ! And how ought we to deteft {fuch |
‘bafe incendiaries, for endeavouring to create in
us a jealoufy and animofity againft our Englith
brethren, and to make the Englith government
odious to us by fuch notorious falthoods and
atrocious calumnies ! You cannot poflibly refufe
to give credit to the evidence I have laid before
you, and if you do not, it will be equally im-
poffible for you to refufe your aflent to this con-
fequence which is {o clearly deducible from it ;
namely, that during the whole period I have
run over, it appears to have been the uniform
purpofe of the laws and government of Eng-
Jand to abolith all diftin&ions among the in-
habitants
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habitants of Ireland, and to confider all as en-
joying the rights and privileges of Englithmen,
Who then, you will afk, if not the Englith go-
vernment, created and foftered thofe cruel and
unjuft diftintions between cne part of the in-
habitants and the other ! T anfwer freely, Irifh-
men ; perhaps the defcendants of Englithmen,
Welthmen, Scotchmen, or Danes, but more
efpecially our Irith rulers. Upon thofe, and
upon thofe only, is to be charged all the mifery,
wretchednefs, and deftru&ions that have befal-
len us. Before we had a Parliament, we fee by
the aét of the 17th of Edward the Ift. that the
condu& of our great men in power did not ef-
capethe noticeof the Englith government, and
that a wife and effe@ual meafure was taken to
put a ftop to their oppreflions upon our trade
and exa&ions of office, as well as to deprive
them of the power of making diftinétions in
cafes of murder and felonies between one part
of the people and the other, and pardoning or
punifhing according to that wicked rule they
had made of allowing the Englith laws to the
defcendants of Englifh only, and allowing the
defcendants of the native Irifh no other than
the brehon law. But when a Parliament was
once held in Ireland, the Englith government

- goms
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- committed the care of the inhabitants to it, and
from thenceforth the Englith Parliament did not
once interfere with its domeftic government or
~ intermeddle in its affairs, How well the Irith
Parliament and thofe in power here purfued the
beneficent and wife purpofes of the Englith.
government, may eafily be colle&ed from the
terms they made ufe of to diftinguifh the de-
fcendants of the native Irith from thofe they
fuppofed to be defcendants of the Englith ad-
venturers, 176 years after the incorporation of
the two nations by Henry the Second, denomi-
nating the one Irifb enemies, and the others Ex-
glifbmen. Of this, and of the cruel, violent,
and illegal methods of proceeding with thofe
unhappy men, whom they were pleafed to con-
found under the general name of Irifb enemies,
the a&s of the Irifh Parliament in the 25th of
Henry the VIth. chapter the 2d and 3d, which
I have copied in the margin * are fhocking

proofs.
X There

* The 25th Henry the VIth. chap. 4th. enaéts
¢ that he that will be taken for an Englithman fhall
not ufe a beard upon his upper lip alone. The offender
thall be taken as an Irifh enemy.

¢ For'that now there is no diverfity in any betwixt

the Englith marchours and the Irith enemies, and fo by
H colour
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There is good ground to believe, from the
ftyle and tenor of the Irith aéts of thefe times,

that

colour of the Englith marchours the Irifh enemies do
come from day to day to other into the Englith coun.
ties as Englifh marchours, and do rob and kill by the
highways, and deftroy the common people by lodging
upon them in the nights, and alfo do kill the hufbands
in the nights, and do take their goods to the Irifhmen;
wherefore it is ordained and agreed, that no manner of
whan that will be taken for an Englithman, ghall have
no beard above his mouth ; that is to fay, that he have
no hairs upon his upper lip, {o that the faid lip be once
at leaft thaven every fortnight, or of equal growth with
the nether lip. And if any man be found amangft the
Englith contrary hereunto, that then it fhall be lawful
to every man to take them and their goods as Irifh ene-
mies, and to ranfom them as Irith enemies.”

CHAP V.

“ Alfo for that divers Irith enemies be many times
received by lieutenants and juftices of this land to be-
come liege men, and thereto are fworn to be loyal lieges
during their lives; and after many times they do not
perimplifh the fame, but do rob, burn, and deftroy the
king’s liege people; and the fame liege people, for fear
to be impeached, dare not kill nor imprifon the faid ene-
mies, nor take their goods nor chattels, whereby the
faid liege people do take great hurt and hindrance. It
is ordained and cftablithed, that if any fuch Irifh ene-
mies, fo received to the legiance of our fovereign lord,
be found with any fuch offence aforefaid, that it fhalt
be lawful to every liege man that may meet with them to
do with the {aid Irithmen, fo received to the legiance

' afore-
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that they were pafled by the deputy or lieute-
nant, without having been tran{mitted to Eng-
land, or approved by the King; for it is not to
be fuppofed that the Englith government would
have confented to a&s fo direltly contrary to
the laws of England, or have fuffered it to be
declared by ftatute, as is done in that of 3sth
of Henry the VlIth. chapter 3d. zhat there were
Sundry perfons in Ireland who were not amenable
to the common law ; and indeed we find it is ex~
prefily declared in the preamble of the 11th of
Elizabeth for confirming Poyning’s a&, that
when liberty was given to the governors under
her Majefty’s progenitors to call Parliaments at
their pleafure, atts pafled as well to the difbonour
of the prince as the hindrance of their fubjeéts. It
was the abufe then of this liberty of making
laws by the Irifh Parliament and chief gover-
nors that called for that now obnoxious and be-

aforefaid, and to their goods and chattels, as to a man
that never was become liege, without any impeachment
of the law, notwithftanding any ftatute.”

The gth of Edward the IVth. chap. 2d. ¢ An aét
that 1t fhall be lawful to kill any that is found robbing
by day or night, or going or coming to rob or fteal,
having no faithful man of good name or fame in their
company in Englith apparel.”

H 2 wailed
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wailed a& of the 1oth of Henry the #th, com,
monly called Poyning’s act, which obliges the
lieutenant, or deputy; and privy council of
Ireland, to reprefent to the King the neceflity
or expediency of holding a feflion of Parlia:
ment ; and if we difpaffionately examine the
feveral a&s which I have quoted as pafled by
Irith Parliaments, antecedent to this king's
reign, and compare them with thofe which
followed this reftriction, I am confident it will
appear that this refframt awas neceffary for the
common good of the people of Ireland, and that
it has been productive of beneficial confequences
io them. Indeed the {everal laws ena&ed
in this reign thew an attention to the quiet
and good government of Ireland, which i
not difcoverable in the Irifh ftatutes of any
preceding reign.  ‘The at #hat no citizen receive
lrvery or awages of any lord or gentleman, was
certainly highly neceflary for the peace and-
profpenty of the city of Dublin, and the other
cities and towns, if what we are told in the
preamble be true, ¢ that it was ufual for the
¢ citizens to be retained by certain lords and
gentlemen, contrary to their own laws and
cuftoms; whereas they thould take part with
no man but only the part of their fovereign

- ¢ Jord,
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lord, and his lieutenant for the time being,
and to fee their faid cites and towns furely
kept under due order and obeyance, -the
which retainders, - partaking, and divifion

have been a great caufe of all the trouble
within the faid land.”

The a&ts ¢ that no perfon take any money or
amends for the death or murder of bis friend or
kinfman, other than the king’s laws «will ; that
70 pz’(/m Shir any Irifbry to make war ; thet
no peace M war be made with any man with-
out licence’ of the governor ; that for extirpa-
tion of a new manner of coin and livery ; for
abolifhing the words Cramabo and Butterabo,
and zhat whereby murder of malice propenfe
15 made treafon;” all {peak fufficiently for

themfelves ; but there is {fomething {o expref-
five of the defire of government to reftramn the

violences of the great men, to protett the lower

clafs, and do equal juftice to all in the laft

mentioned at, that I cannot help reciting it.

Y
6
13

113

Forafmuch as there hath been wniverfal mur-
der by malice propenfe, ufed and had in this
land by divers perfons contrary to the laws of
Almighty God and the King, without any

¥¢ fear or due punifbment had in that behalf, be it

¢ enacted,
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« enalted, &c. That if any perfon or perfons
¢ of whatfoever eflate, degree, or condition, be
“_or ihey be of, of malice propenfe do flee or
¢ murder, or of the faid malice provoke, fhir,
¢ or procure any other perfon or perfons to flee
“ or murder any of the King’s fubjeéls within
<t this land of Ireland, be deemed traitor at-
¢ tainted of haute treafon, likewife as it Jhould
“ extend to our fuid fovereign lord’s perfon, or to
¢« his royal majefty.” |

The Englith a&t of the firft of Henry Vth.
by which I limited my aflertion that the ifland
and people of Ireland were, by the King and
Parliament of England, deemed incorporated
‘with England, marks no line of partition be-
tween the two iflands, neither does it make
any difcrimination of the rights and privileges
of the inhabitants, but inafmuch as it fixes an
opprobrious {tigma upon the natives of Ireland,
and reftrains them of that free intercourfe with
England which the incorporation of the two
iflands entitled them to; it muft be allowed to
indicate in the Parliament of England an idea
of diftin@ion between the natives of Ireland and
_‘the natives of England: the like obfervafiorg
may be made upon the firft of Henry VIth,

o chap.



[ 55 ]

chap. -3d, and the fecond Henry VIth. chap.
8th, which are properly amendments of the
former ac of Henry Vth. But although thefe
alts unqueftionably fet up a diftin&ion between
the natives of the two iflands, yet they do not
appear to have been followed by any others of a
fimilar nature ; nor indeed is there to be found
upon the ftatute roll down to the 15th of
Charles the IId. a fingle alt for laying any par-
tial reftraint upon the trade or manufa&tures of
Ireland, or impofing any duty upon the manu-
fattures, produéts, or merchandife of Ireland,
when imported into England. On the con-
trary, all the laws refpeéting trade pafled in the
{feveral reigns antecedent to the reftoration, con-
vey to the people of Ireland the fame advantages
which théy confer on the people of England.
Third of Edward the IVth. which declares
certain *¢ Merchandifes not lawful to be brought
¢ ready wrought into England, has this pro-
¢ vifo, that all wares and chaffres made and
¢« wrought in the land of Ireland or Wales,
¢ may be brought and fold in this realm of
<« England, as they were wont, before the mak-
¢ ing of this ftatute, this a& or ftatute notwith-
« ftanding.” The firft of Henry VIIth. enatts,
That no Gafcoign or Guien wines be brought

in
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in but by Englith, ri/h, and Welthmen, and
by their thips. '

-The 4th of that king enaéts, ¢ that no perfon,
<« of whatfoever degree, convey or bring into -
¢ this realm, Ireland, Wales, Calais, or Ber-
¢ wick, any manner of wines or Tholoufe
¢ wood, but in fhips owned by the king, or
¢ {fome of his fubjects of his realm of England,
¢ Jreland, Wales, Calais, or Berwick, and
¢¢ the mafter and mariners being Englifhmen,
¢ Irifmen, or Welthmen, or of Berwick, or
< Calais.”

The firft of Henry the VIIIth. chap. sth,
declares that ¢ every Englithman, and all other
the King’s fubjects, may enter the goods of ano--
ther Englithman, or the king’s fubjeé’cs, n any-
port in England, Ireland, &c.”

The 23d of this king confirms the before-
mentioned ftatute of Henry the VIIth. refpe&-
ing winesand wood, and in the sth and 6th of
Edward the VIth, it is repealed.

The 8th of Elizabeth, chap. 3d. inflilts 2.,
penalty upon carrying out of England, Wales,
or
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or Ireland, over fea, any rams, lambs, or theep
alive. The 43d of this reign prohibits the
ftretching woollen cloths within her Majefty’s
realm of England, or the dominions of the
fame.

The 2d of James the Ift. forbids to employ
in hat-making any perfon born out of his Ma-
jefty’s realms and dominions of England, Scot-
land, and ZIreland.

Another a& of the fame year permits, under
certain reftrictions, any perfons, deing ﬁzéjeﬂs
of the King’s Majefty, to traniport corn in any -
thip whereof any Englith-born Jubjeét fhall be
the owner. The att of the 3d of this King,
chap. 6th, for enabling all his Majefty’s loving
fubjects of England and Wales to trade freely
into the dominions of Spain, Portugal, and
France, has a preamble fo expreflive of the
fenfe Parliament had of the common right of the
King’s fubjeéts to a free trade, and abhorrence
of a monopoly, that I fhall recite it at full
length, ¢ Whereas divers merchants have of -
¢ late obtained from the King, under the great
¢« {eal of England, a large charter of incorpo-
¢ ration for them and their company to trade

I _ “ int
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¢¢ into the dominions of Spain and Portugal,
¢« and are moft earneft fuitors to obtain the like
¢ for France, whereby none but themfelves,
¢¢ and fuch as they thall think fit, fhall take
s¢ benefit of the faid charter, difabling thereby
¢ all others his Majefty’s loving fubjects of his
“ realm of England and Wales, who ought i
“ differently to enjoy all the benefits of this
¢« moft happy peace, and alfo debarring them
¢ from that free enlargement of common trafhe
“¢ into thofe dominions which others his Majefly's
““ fubjects of this realm of Scotland and Ireland
“ do enjoy.”

Thefe, together with thofe which T before-
mentioned, are the only laws refpe@ing trade
that I find to have been made in England before
the Reftoration, and it is moft evident from the
extra&s which I have given, that the legifho
tures which enated them, clearly held the in-
habitants of Ireland to be entitled to all the pr-
yileges and immunities enjoyed by the inha-
bitants of England; but as commerce now
became a principal objeét of the attention of the
Englith Parliament, a {pirit of monopoly and
exclufion of others, which a love of trade never
fails to generate, difcovers itfelf in all their fu-

" ure



[ 59 1

ture meafures, and Ireland is no longer confis
dered as a part of England, and incorporated
with it, but it is hencefotth regarded as the
competitor inftead of the fifter of En@land and
_all its commercial advantages viewed Wlth par-=
tial and jealous eyes. Other caufes, befides the
felfith nature of trade, were not wanting to
create a breach in the union of the two iflands 3
the vanity of Henry the VIIIth. in taking the
title of King of Ireland, and by confequence
erefting the 1ﬂand into a kingdom, had no fmall
fhare in the mifchief; for this fatal name of
kingdom, whenever it was founded in the ears
of a native of Engl’an‘d, could not but excite in
him.ideas of a diftinét ftate or dominion, hav-
ing interefts and views peculiar to itfelf, {epa-
rate from, and incompatible with the views and
interefts of England. The repugnance which
the Roman Catholics of Ireland had always
thewn fince the Reformation to the Englith
Uovernment and their then late horrid maflacre
of thofe they deemed the defcendants of Eng-
“lithmen, “muft alfo have greatly ferved 'to
{trengthen this jealoufy in the people of Eng-
land, and the number of fettlers which had
flowed into Ulfter from Scotland, whofe princi-
ples Charles and his loyal Parliament equally

. 12 o difliked, -
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difliked, was no {mall inducement for them to
countenance by law the popular prejudices.

What happened to Wales in the reign of
Henry 1Vth. gives weight to thefe fugcefhons ;
for the people of that principality having fup-
ported Earl Mortimer’s title, Henry and his
party in revenge procured feveral acts of Parlia-
ment to be pafled, by which Wales and its in-
" habitants were feparated and cut off from Eng-
land and the rights of Engliﬂ}menﬁ nor was
that country re-united to England, and its in-
habitants reftored to their privileges, until the
reign of Henry the VIIIth. ‘The cafe of Scot-
land in later times affords another proof of the
mifchievous effe@s of prejudice and jealoufy;
for immediately after the reftoration of Charles,
that free trade and communication with England
and its dominions, which had been allowed to
Scotland from the acceflion of James, was
abridged, and Scotland and Scottithmen laid un-
der the {ame difabilities in refpeét to trade as fo-
reigners. It was however the happinefs of
Wales to have no diftin& government of its
own, to continue the jealoufy of England by its
ridiculous attempts at independency ; and Scot-
land, by relinquifhing her feparate legiﬂaturz,

an
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~and abforbing it in that of England,» by that one
a&, the wileft fhe ever did, removed for ever
all the bars and obftru@ions to her intercourfe
and commerce with England and its dominions,
and Dbecame entitled to all the benefits, rights,
and immunities, that the power, wealth, and
wifdom of England had for many ages been ac-

quuring.

Should my countrymen refufe to profit of
thefe examples, from an unwillingnefs to abforb
their local legiflature in that by which the whole
empire is governed, ftill there are other means
they may employ to recover their former fitua-
tion,

No. VII.

Extrat of a Letter from Sir Luctus O’ Brigx
to W. K. E{q. dated Dromeland, 5ih Augufl,

1777
MY dear friend, for fuch I muft ever efteem

the man who demonftrates his ftrenuous at-
tachment to the interefts of Ireland, inde- -
pendent of thofe inftances of perfonal civility

which
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which T daily receive from you, will you now
allow me to make a requeft to you? It is for
your gemeral opinion on what ought to be Jo-
licited, and what may be obtained for Ireland
on your fide the water, and what you twould
recommend us fo do here. 1 know you have
turned your thoughts often to thefe points, and
the folicitude with which I with for informa-
tion from you, will prove how high a value 1
put upon it.

No. VIIL

Copy quz Letter from W. K. Efg. to Sir Lucius
O’Brien.

Whiteball, 2.3 Fuly, 1777
Dear Sir, .

THE time for the meeting of your Par-
liament being fixed, I agree entirely with you,
that {fuch meafures as may be proper to propofe
thould now be taken into confideration, and
put into form, ready to be laid before them
when they meet. my private opinion there
will be o great difficulty in carrying the pomis

you
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wou méntion, and feveral others, if they are nog
| properly folicited here.  'The alteration in the
fithery bill 1s certainly proper, and the claufe

you refer to fhould have been worded diffe-

rently, for I believe 1t was only meant to ex-

clude Americans and foreigners from covering
their property under our people’s names, and

receiving the advantage of the bounty; the

claufe fthould therefore be amended, by faying,

“ belong to fome of his Majefty’s fubjets,

¢ refiding 1n {fome part of his Majefty’s domi-

‘¢ nionsin Europe.” T am not willing to allow

you to employ foreign built fhips; the trade of

thip building is of itfelf of more value than any

other, and no country 1s better {ituated for car-

rying it on than Ireland. To encourage it,

therefore, you thould give local bounties in ad-
dition to what is given for the fithery; but

were you allowed to purchafe foreign built thips

‘your own building trade would not thrive. The
dire& importation of f{ugar, and other Weft-
India produéts, as well as Rum, is, I think,

a confiderable obje& to you, and a very tr‘,ivial

one to Great Britain ; but there is a ftrong pre-

judice among the trading people here againft it
v ou can remove that by obtaining an account
of the lofs of thips, detention in port, expence

“ ‘ thereby
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thereby incurred for any given number of years,
and ftate againft it the advantage to England by
commiflion, and landing in the Britifh ports, and
the balance of, lofs to Ireland, beyond the gain
to the Englith merchants will appear {o great
and {triking, that no reafonable man will ven-
ture to make a {tir againft you ; and if you pro--
pofe increafing your duty upon all fugafs 1m-
ported direétly from the Weft-Indies, without
adding any thing to thofe brought from Eng-
land, you muft filence all cavil, and gain the
fupport of Adminiftration. Can you tell me
if Mr. Heron means to come over before the
meeting of Parliament ? If he does not, I will
write to him upon what I think may be obiained
but if he comes here I can talk to him more
fully. I wifh he came, for perfonal {olicita-
tion does much more Wlth great men than ap-
plications at a diftance.

I fend you the refurn of the board of trade
upon the African bufinefs, but I muft apprize
you that it relates but to one part of the coaft
and trade. ~ Another part is free from the Com-
pany’s jurifdiction, and indeed has no {fettle-
ments of ours upon it though we trade there,

1 mean
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I mean Angola, and another is managed by the
.Crown Senegambia. .

You will obferve What a&vant’age' the New
Englanders made by the fale of #hesr rum, or
molafes fpirits. Why could not Ireland fup-
ply the place of it by their malt fpirits ¢ I have
time to fay no more, but that

- Tam, with great regard, &c.

WILL KNOX

No. IX:
7o WiLLiam Kwox, Efy.

Dear Sir,

SIR Lucius O’Brian fometime fince did
me the honour of communicating a letter he had
teceived from you, in which you are fo obli-
ging as to mention, that if I did not go to Eng-
land before the meeting of Parliament, you
would write to me upon fuch points as you
thought Ireland might obtain, for which I
fthould have immediately troubled you with my
acknowledgements, but was in hopes of being
able to fubmit fome things upon the fubjet to

K ~ your
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your confideration, which, however, I am not
yet fully prepared with, I have therefore only
to fay, that my Lord Lieutenant would moft
réadily concur in any meafure for the benefit of -
Ifeland, which might be found praéticable, and
will be much obliged by any affiftance you can
give him towards it.

I took am opportunity, immediately after re-
ceiving your letter, of mentioning thefe views
to the Speaker, who thewed me a letter he had
received from England upon the fubjet. He
1s difpofed to be altive in all things which may
be for the benefit of this country, but feemed
to think great caution neceflary, and that, un-
lefs the opportunities were very favourable, it
were better to wait till circumitances brought
forward the meafures Ireland withed, than to
attempt the forcing them, it being clear that
every unfuccefsful attempt will throw the ob-
ject to a greater diftance. I mention this merely
to apologize for my feeming tardinefs, and left
you thould be difcouraged by it from expetling
my affiltance in any meafures your experience
and knowledge of this country may fuggeft to
you for the benefit of it, in which you always

find
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find the fupport of my Lord Lieutenant, and
the beft endeavours of,

Dear Sir,
~ Your moft faithful,

And moft obedient fervant,

Dublin Cafil,
Sept. 27, 1777+ R.HERON.

[Sir R. H. came to England foon after this
letter was written, when I fuggefted to him
 the application the Lord Lieutenant and Coun-
cil thould make to Lord North. 1 afterwards
wrote to him No. 10. which produced his
No. 11.]

No. X.
To the Right Hon. Mr. HERrON.

Whitehall, Feb. 9, 1748.
Dear Sir,

I HAVE been in conftant expeation . of
hearing a demand had been made by my Lord
Lieutenant, of a grant to Ireland in the terms
we had fettled, but I am told nothing of the
kind has yet come. Lord George Germain ex-

K2 prefled
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prefled to me this day his with that it was
come, and when I tell you that it is not in.
tended the Parliament thould fit after Eafter,
jybu will concur with his Lordthip and myfelf
in opinion, that no time thould be loft if you
intend to make the propofition this feffion, I
conceive the matter is highly beneficial for Ire-
land, and advantageous for the empire, and
therefore I propofed it, and with it fuccefs; I
have no private motives for propofing that, or
any other matter, unlefs it be the defire of per-
feCting a bufinefs which I firft gave the hint
of, and transferring to Lord Buckingham’s
adminiftration a fhare of a very creditable
meafure of Lord Harcourt’s.

I am, &c,

WILL KNOX

No. XL
Dear Sir,

MY Lord Lieutenant has by this mail wrote s
Lord North a difpatch upon the fubjects you recom
mended, of which I have the honour to inclofe you
« copy.  'This would have been done {ooner, but

upon
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upon -fuch occafions it is neceffary to confult
many gentlemen here who would otherwife
think themfelves negleGed, and that is not to
be done without delay. You will {ee his ex-
- prefs letter refers to another Britith act paffed
Sfince that referred to in your infiructions upon ihis
Sfubject; and Sir Lucius O’Brian being doubtful
whether this country might not be entitled to
carry into the ports of Africa the articles allow-
ed by the sth and 6th feCtions of the 15th of
his prefent Majefty from Ireland to Newfound-
land, and perhaps others as confequential to the
right of fithing given to Ireland, the allegation
that the fhips which had them on board would
‘be liable to feizure is left out, yet he withes to
have the claufe inferted.  You formerly gave Sir
Lucius Q’Brian expelations of greater advantages
as be efteemed them, but I conclude the occafion does
‘not offer. My Lord Lieutenant is exceedingly
obliged by the affiffance you have given bim in this
bufinefs, and hopes you will be [o kind as to bave
an gye ta the progfgﬁ of it.

The extreme hurry T am in during the fit-
ting of Parliament affords little opportunity of
confidering meafures at large for the benefit of
this country ; in a few months I fhall hope for

‘ {uffi-
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{ufficient leifure; and having now been fome
time in the country fo as to fee its views, that
leifure might be ufefully employed, if you would
grve me the benefit of your advice, 1 could have
points well confidered, and the bufinefs properly
prepared againft the next feffion of your Parlia-
ment, for it isin vain, during the fitting of Par-
liament, toattempt any thing which requires
confideration.

My Lord Lieutenant will by to-marrow’s mail
“tranf{mit to Lord North an addrefs of the Truf-
tees of the Linen Board, upon points which
feem very important ones, and may, perhaps,
not be obtained at this time, notwithftanding
the claim Ircland has from Great Britain to
every indulgence towards the linen manufac
tures of it. ,
I have the honour to be,
Dear Sir,
With great refped,
Your moft faithful

humble fervant, -

Dublin Caftle, R. HERON.
20th Feb. 17'8,3,

To



[ 7]
T the Right Hon. Lord Nowrta.

[Inclofed in No. 11.]

‘ Dublin Caftle, Feb. 1778,
My Lord,

BY the 3d f{eGion of the Britith a&t of Par-
liament of the 15th of his prefent Majefly,
chap. 31, intitled, “ An a& for the encourage-
¢ ment of the fitheries carried on from Great
¢¢ Britain, Ireland, and the Britith dominions in

¢¢ Burope, and for {ecuring the return of the

¢ fithermen, failors, and others employed in the
¢ faid fitheries, to the ports thereof at the end
¢ of the fithing feafon,” fuch veflels employ-
ed in carrying on the whale fithery on the
coafts of Newfoundland and the feas adjacent, as
fhall appear to be Britith built, and owned by his
Majefty’s fubjects refiding in Ireland, and which
thall be fitted and cleared out from fome port in
Ireland, are equally intitled to, and put upon the
fame footing with refpet to the bounties allowed
by that a&, with fuch veflels as thall be fitted
out from Great Britain, Guernfey, Jerfey, and
the Ifle of Man, for carrying on thofe fitheries.
And by the 21t {e&ion of the fame a&, the
like bounties which are granted by the Britith

' all,
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a& of the 11th of his prefent Majetly, intitled,
¢ An a& for the better fupport and eftablih-
s ment of the Greenland and whale fithery,”
to fhips fitted out from Great Britain, or any of
his Majefty’s dominions in America, for thofe
fitheries, are granted for fhips fitted out for that
purpofe from the kingdom of Ireland, every
thip or veffel being Britith built, and owned by
his Majeity’s fubjects of Ireland.

"The Parliament of this kingdom, in their ad-
drefles to his Majefty in O&ober 1775, teftified
their {fenfe of the advantages which muft arife
to the navigation and trade of Ireland by this
a&, which extends the great benefits of Britifh
fitheries to Ireland, and which has been the
fource of induftry and wealth to other nations;-
but Tam forry to acquaint your Lordfhip, that
according to reprefentations which have been
made to me from perfons of knowledge and au-
thority refiding here, the benefits held out by
the former part of the aét to this kingdom, are
ina great meafure defeated, by a provifo in the
goth feftion thereof, by which it isenafted,
¢¢ That no bounty fhall be allowed or paid' for
¢ any fhip or veflel {o employed, either by
‘ virtue of this or any former aét of Parlix

 ment,
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¢ ment, unlefs the whole and entire property
¢ of fuch fhip or veflel fhall belong to fome of
¢ his Majefty’s fubje@s refiding in that part
¢¢ of his Majefty’s dominions from whence fuch
¢ thip or veflel thall be refpetively fitted and
“ cleared out.” And which reftraining pro-
vifo is repeated in an aét of the 16th of his pre-
fent Majefty, chapter 47, intitled, ¢ An a&
¢¢ for the further encouragement of the Whale
¢ fithery ‘carried on from Great Britain and
< Ireland, and the Britith dominions in Europe,
¢ and for regulating the fees to be taken by the
¢ officers of the cuftoms in the ifland of New-
¢ foundland.” For the gentlemen of this coun-
try alledge, that almoft the whole of the Irith
trade being carried on with Britith money, and
and in Britith fhips, the only means by which
Ireland could have thared in thefe bounties muift
have been by being concerned in joint adven-
tures with the people of Great Britain. The
‘fhips muft be Britith, and the owners advance
part of the money for defraying the expence of
fitting out 5 but by thefe provifoes there can be
fio coparceny between the fubje@s of the two
'kingdoms, at leaft no bounty can be claimed by
either in fuch circumiftances, nor can the inha-.
bitants of Guernfey, Jerfey, or the Ifle of Man,
: L be
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be joined in-partnerfhip with natives of Great

Britain, or with any other than the inhabitans
of their refpective ifland.

It is very probable that this provifo was infert-
ed to prevent the rebellious colonies in America
‘from having fhares in thefe bounties, andif that
was the intention, it is apprehended this objeét
might be obtained, fo as to exclude the Ameri-
can colonies only, by making it run thus, viz.
¢ That no bounty fthall be allowed or paid for
‘¢ any fhip or veflel {o employed by virtue of
¢ cither of the faid alks, or by any former at
¢¢ of Parliament, unlefs the whole or entire pro-
« perty of fuch thip or veflel thall belong to
“ fome of his Majefty’s fubjes refiding in Great
¢ Britain, Ireland, Guernfey, Jerfey, or theIlle
“ of Man.”

1 have alfo been requefted to lay before your
Lordfhip another matter, which it is alledged
would be of very great advantage to the trade
of this kingdom if approved of by your Lord-
thip as confiftent with the trade and Wélfarc of
England, and might be inferted in the a& for
making the amendment above propofed, which
~is this: the Houfe of Commons of this king-
dom,
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dom, in the laft feffion of the laft Parliament,
voted refoluticns for “paffing an aét for the ex-
tenfion of the whale fithery of Ireland to any
of the feas to the fouthward of the limits of
thofe feas in which the whale fithery is encou-
raged, by an a& pafled in Great Britain in the
11th year of his prefent Majefty’s reign,v in-
titled ¢ An a& for the better {upport and efta-
blithment of the Greenland and whale fitheries,
from the 1ft of Auguft 1776, to the 1t of Au-
guft 1779 ;” and I underftand it is propofed to
bring in heads of a bill this {feffion, to pafs here
into a law for that purpofe, and for granting a
bounty of forty fthillings per ton to the mafters
or owners of f{uch Britifh or Irifh fhips as fhall
be fitted out from any port in this kingdom,
and proceed upon fuch whale fitheries, on their
landing in this kingdom all fuch whale fins,
oil, or blubber of whales, {feal oil, feal fkins, or
other produce of feals, or other fith or creature, -
as thall be caught by the crews of fuch fthips
.in fuch feas: but as the fthips to be employed
upon this fithery muft have occafion to go into
the ports of Africa, it is {ubmitted whether a
claufe allowing the exportation from Ireland
to the coaft of Africa of any provifions, and
alfo of any hooks, lines, netting, or other tools
L2 or
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or implements neceflary for and ufed in the
fithery by the crews of the fhips or veflels car-
rying on the fame, and the craft belongingto
and employed by fuch fhips or veflels in the

faid fithery, being the fame articles as are al-
lowed to be exported from Ireland to New-
foundland, by the sth and 6th feGions of the
before-mentioned a&t of the 15th of his prefent
Majefty, might not be very proper to be in-
ferted ? And in order to obviate all doubts whe-
ther Irith thips, or fhips owned or employed
~ by his Majefty’s {ubjecs refiding in Ireland,
are to be confidered as Britith, I would farther
{ubmit to your Lordfhip, whether it might not
be declared, in the fame a&;, that all {uch fhips
are to be entitled to the fame privileges with
thips belonging to his Majefty’s fubjects of
Great Britain, as if the fame were Britifh built.

I have the honour to be, &c.

BUCKINGHAM

No.
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' No. XIIL

o the Right Hon. Mr. HERON.

Whiteball, 2d March, 1748,
Dear Sir,

I WAS very glad to find by your obliging
favour of the 2oth of laft month, that my Lord
Lieutenant had made application to Lord North
on the points we had talked of ; and from what
T have feen of his Lordthip’s difpofition fince
the difpatch was received, I think we thall fuc-
ceed : he is, however, fo much engaged in
Parliament with conciliatory bills, and out of
Parliament with his loan, that it is impoﬁiﬁle
he can at this moment attend to any thing elfe.
I have had the linen board papers before me,
and prepared a cafe which is printing in order
to be delivered by the agent to the perfons in-
terefted in the fuccefs of the application he is
dire&ed to make, as individuals. I do not ex-
pe&t much from their fupport; they are fo
much afraid of being thought attached to Ire-
land, that they are mighty cautious of inter-
fering in any matter that has the appearance of
being beneficial to her, although it is at the

fame
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fame time advantageous to the whole empire,
I, who have no property but in America, muft
be allowed to alt difintereftedly, when I prefs
meafures of utility to either Great Britain or
Ireland, or both; but duty makes me takea
part that even intereft will not excite my coun-
trymen to undertake, and I readily engage
the folicitation, with only the hopes of {uccefs
in profpeét for my reward. The African bufi-
nefs, which was agitated laft year in Parlia-
ment, lies dormant this feflion, there will,
therefore, be no opportunity of moving the
propofition I made to Sir Lucius O’ Brian, upon
that fubjelt ;5 but if you obtain what you have
afked, a good progrefs will be made towards
obtaining a more liberal fhare of the African
trade, and if the exportation of cheques and
printed, &c. linens, to the colonies in Affica
and America, be alfo granted, as prayed for,
Ireland will find more benefit from thofe in
dulgencies than is imagined ; the fithing fhips

may then take with them all forts of lrnens,
&ec.

The profpe& of raifing companies is laid
afide for the prefent, but I do not imagine, we
are {o' fanguine in our expeltations of peace

with
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with the Colonies, that we mean to relax in our
preparations for another campaign. I beg you
will do me the honour to prefent my refpedts
to my Lord Lieutenant, and believe me,

Dear Sir, &c.

WILL KNOX

No. XI1I1.

Right Honourabdle Mr. HERON.

Whitehall, March 14, 1778.
Pear Sir,

THE confideration of the whole fyftern of
our commerce, you will fee by the act for ap-
" pointing commiffioners to treat with the Colo-
nies, muit foon be taken up. I always ima-
gined this would be the cafe, and I apprized
the Speaker of it when I had the pleafure of
feeing him here in the fummer of 19%76. Ithen
fuggefted to him how neceffary it would be for
the leading men in Ireland to confider what in-
dulgencies it would be proper to apply for, and
in what inftances they would with to be in-

cluded
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cluded in any compact that might be made with
America. I am afraid the Speaker is too much
of an Irithman to have taken his meafures fo
long before hand, as now to be in readinefs to
bring forth the propofitions for this purpofe,
but I am {ure he will do me the juftice to ac-
knowledge I gave him the notice.

In the inftru&ions our commiffioners are to
have, fomething ought to be faid refpefting
the trade between Ireland and the Colonies, but
if nothing is already prepared you will not be
in time, for every thing is prefled forwards as
much as poflible to get thofe gentlemén out.
I have not, nor fball not neglect you, but 1 want
fupport from your fide ; I think the moft im-
mediate and powerful application from yau,
would be a letter from my Iord Lieutenant,
ftating it as the expeation of all the King's
fervants and {upporters of his Majefty’s meafures
in Parliament, that whatever privileges or ad-
vantages in trade fhall be granted to the Colo-
nies, the fame will be extended to Ireland, and
that the Colonies will in no refpet be put upon
a better footing than Ireland. T fhall write to
you again on the fubje&t of your applications

already
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already made, at prefent I have only time to

add my refpects to my Lord Licutenant, and
aflurances that |

I am, &c.
WILL KNOX

No. XIV.
(Private.)
Dear Sir,

IN confequence of your letter to me of the 14th
my Lord Lieutenant wrote laft might to Lord
North, a difpatch, of which I fhall inclofe you a
copy. ‘This would have gone two days {fooner,
but as T was preparing it, his Excellency re-
ceived a notification of the treaty of friendthip
and alliance between France and America. The
Speaker is of opinion Ireland cannot be effen-
tially benefitted by any thing fhort of a free
commerce, which he affirms would produce
in this country, difpoﬁtions to make the moft
ample returns, How wife {oever this bold mea-
fure might be, there are, I fear, many pre-
judices, in both countries, to be got over before

M_ _ it
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it could be effeted. Ireland will, T believe,
upon the prefent occafion, give every proof of
a good difpofition to Great Britain. My Lord
Lieutenant efleems himfelf much obliged by your
attention to us, and hopes you will give your bef
affiflance in forwarding any propofition which
may be thought for the benefit of Ircland. If I
can, n a poft or two, inform you of any part-
culars which might be wifhed éqyo}zd awhat have
been already propofed, I will not fail to commun-
cate them to you. |
Tam, dear Sir,
Your moft obliged,
And moft humble fervant,
Dublin Cafile, '
March 21, 1778, "R, HERON,

Copy of a Letter from bis Excellency the Lorp
LiEUTENANT 7o the Right Honourable Lorp
Nowrta, inclofed in No. g, written in confo-
quence of my No. 10.

. Dublin Cafile, 20th March, 1778

(Copy.) .
My Lord,

IN confequence of the very kind difpofitions

exprefled by both Houfes of Parliament in Great
’ ‘ Britain
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Britain towards this kingdom at this critical
junéture, which have been received here with
the utmoft fatisfaction and gratitﬁde, I have been
prefled by many of his Majefty’s principal fer-
vants, and other gentlemen who have uniformly
and {fteadily fupported his Majefty’s meafures
in this Parliament, to lay before your Lordthip
their humble hopes, that the prefent fituation
of affairs may afford an opportunity of impro-
ving thofe favourable difpofitions into fome real
benefits for this country.

As they apprehend that the ac& latel}; pafled
in Great Britain for appointing commiffioners
to treat with the Colonies, and the prefent ftate
of the Britith empire, muft {foon bring on the
confideration of the whole {yftem of the Britith
commerce, they have thought it incumbent
upon them to reprefent it to me as their true
{entiments concurring with thofe of the public,
that this would be a proper time for me to fo-
licit your Lordfhip’s favour, and to fubmit to
you their earneft requeft that whatever privi-
leges or advantages in trade thall be granted to
the Colonies, if the counciliatory plan fhall take

effect, may be extended to Ireland, and that the
M 2z Colonies
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Colonies may not in any refpeét be put upon 4
better footing than Ireland.

In different converfations which have pafled
between me and fome of the ableft men here
concerning the trade of this kingdom, I have
been thoroughly convinced, that an enlarge-
ment of it in many inftances is become abfo-
lutely neceflary for its {upport, as well to enable
it to anfwer the many drains to which it is an-
nually {ubje&, particularly to Great Britain, as
to make provifion for the expences of his Ma-
jefty’s government, which of late years have in
every branch been increafed to a confiderable
amount. And I am perfuaded, that the wealth
and advantages proceeding from fuch enlarge-
ment of their trade, would not oﬁly redeund
to the benefit of Great Britain, but that in re-
turn, his Majefty may expeét the utmoft efforts
of his fubjets in this kingdom in fupport of his
government, and for the general fervice of the
Britith empire ; I have therefore made no diffi-
culty in complying with their requeft, that I
would reprefent this ftate as the general fenfe
of the country to your Lordthip, in order, that
when any {yftem of commerce fhall be agitatedn
fuch fteps may be taken with refpet to the

trade
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trade of Ireland, as fhall appear to be moft for
the benefit of the two kingdoms.

I cannot entertain a doubt of your Lordfhip’s
readinefs to promote fuch a folid advantage to
this country, and in juftice to it I muft declare,
that the fteadinefs of all perfons of any rank to
co-operate in every meafure which can at this
- crifis conduce to the maintenance of the dignity

of Great Britain, and their zeal and attachment
to his Majefty and his government, very fully
entitle them to all the affiftance which can be
given them by his Majefty’s Minifters, and to
every mark of favour that can be granted them
by the Britifh Parliament. Your Lordthip will
therefore pefmit me to recomimend this meafure
in the ftrongeft manner to. your fupport.
I have the honour to be,
With the greateft refpect,
My Lord, &c.

BUCKINGHAM.
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No. XV.
Right Honourable Mr. HEroN.

Whitehall, 28th March, 1778,
Dear Sir,

THE extraordinary occupation which you
will eafily fuppofe the late proceedings of the
Court of France muft have given me, will pre-
pare you to excufe my delay in the performance
of my promife to write to you on the fubject
of Irith applications here. I am exceedingly
gratified by your letter, and the copy of the one
to Lord North inclofed in it that I received yef-
terday. Nothing could be better judged orbet-
ter timed than the addrefs and the application,
and I think now I really fee a probability that
Ireland will at laft become a favoured country,
and add that firength and riches to the empire i
is fo capable of doing. Iord MNugent, youmuft
have known, has undertaken the fugar bufi-
nefs. Ithought it was brought forward a little
prematurely, but I was happy in being able t
check the oppofition intended againft it. The
ground I had propofed putting the application
for a direft importation upon, and which I be-
lieve I mentioned to you, was the increafe of

the
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the confumption of rum in Ireland, to the ex-
clufion of French brandy. This I had ftaced
to the Weft India Planters, in hopes of enga-
ging them to afk for it, at leaft to fupport the
application. 'While this matter was under con-
{ideration, fome zealous friends of Ireland, in
the city, applied to the Merchants on the fame
fubjeét, and they immediately fuggelted to the
Planters, that the purpofe of the peoplc of Ire-
land was to introduce foreign fugars inftead
of Britith, and foreign rum alfo. They there-
fore joined with the Merchants, in requefting
that the liberty of a direét importation might
not be granted. They came of courfe to this
office, which gave me an opportunity of en-
tering fully into the matter with them. 1 fet
out with granting that the liberty requefted
would be a very trivial benefit to the north-
eaftern fide of Ireland, as the vicinity of the
coaft of England and Scotland made it no
great inconvenience to that part of the country
to land their fugars in England or Scotland,
and then bring them over, and perhaps they
were fully paid for that inconvenience, by hav-
ing the monopoly of the whole kingdom. But
there was the evil and hardthip te be redrefled.
The whole weft and fouth-weft parts of Ireland

were
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L

were excluded almoft entirely from the Weft
India trade; for if they brought any rum ffom
thence, they could bring no fugar with it a
the expence and difficulty of fending the fugar
to England to be landed, and then bringing it
back again, would be more than even the land
carriage from Dublin, or the other eaftern ports.
An entire cargo of rum being too much for one
Merchant, in an out-port, to mport (and he
could not bring one aflorted with fugar) the
confequence was, that very little rum was im-
ported, and French brandy was encouraged to
be {muggled, to {upply the confumption in its
ftead. ‘That a direét trade with the Weft India
iflands from all parts of Ireland would be the
certain means of extending the confumption of
both rum and fugar over the whole kingdom,
and that in point of regulation and domeftic
ceconomy, it was moft illiberal and unjuft to
oppole a propofition, which had for its objett
the fair circulation of trade, and putting all parts
of a country upon an equal footing. They
were fo candid as to own, that in the light 1
reprefented the matter, they did not fee any
juft ground of oppofing what was defired, if
care was taken to prevent the introdution of
foreign fugars; which I promifed fhould be

| done}



[ 8 1
done; and I hope if any regulations are wanting
in your cuftom-houfes for that purpofe, you will
have them fupplied. The exportation of foap
and candles, from Ireland to the Weft Indies,
was alfo {poken of ; and the Merchants aflured
me they would not oppefe it, if fuch a liberty
was afked for. Your linen bufinefs does not go
on as I could wifh; but as you will fee the
agent’s correfpondence with the linen board,
I need not fay any thing more upon the fub-
je¢t. In the Fithery Bill, I hope to fteal in
a liberty to fend all forts of linens, of Irith
manufatture, to Africa, if nothing better can
_ be done this {feflion. The Parliament will not
rife at Eafter, as was intended, though moft
of the bufinefs will be done before it, but will
be kept on by adjournments for fome time. -

I bave prepared a bill for granting Jree trade
from Ireland to the plantations in Africa and
America (except in the article of wool, and
woollen goods) and the importation from thence of
all their products, with this provifo, that none
imported, in confequence of fthat act, fhall
be re-exported from Ireland, except to Great
Britain. This Ido to remove the merchant’s
apprehenfions, that Ireland may become the

N depot
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depbt of American goods,' to fend to other parts
of Europe, which certainly ought not to be;
and if we get the dire&t importation of our own
confumption, I think we fhould be content,
I have run this over in fo great a hurry, I fear
you wil] not be able to read it

Believe me, however, -
" Moft truly your’s, &c.
WILLIAM KNOX.

P. 5. Orders have been given, this day, for
tranfports to take two Highland regiments from
the Clyde to Ireland ; they will make 2000.

No. XVI,
To Wirriam Knox, Efg.

Dear Sir,

I SHOULD bhave immediately thanked you for
Your very obliging and [atisfactory letter, but that
I have been fo employed as not to have one
moment for it. My Lord Licutenant is exceed-
ingly happy in your having had an opportumty of
difpofing the planters and merchants to the bill giv-
g us a free trade to Africa and America (%

cept
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€ept in the article of woollen .goods) and a ds-
rect importation of their produét, and he is much
obliged by your having. undertaken to bring into
the Houfe a bill for that purpofe. It is much to
to be withed a proper advantage” may be taken
of the prefent concutrence of circumftances in
favour of Ireland. My Lord Lieutenant would
have ftated propofitions, but that the ftating
particulars at fuch a conjunéture 1s difficult;
too much or too little might be afked, and
therefore his Excellency thought it - beft to
make a general requifition, and as you have not
Juggefled the expediency of making any particular
ﬂ])ﬂz'mﬁm, and the Speaker is now in England,
my Lord Lieutenant will reft the caufe of Ire~
land upon that difpatch to Lord North. I fhall,
however, inclofe to you the draught of an a&,
which was prepared fome tme fince for the
purpofe you are now purfuing, as it may pof«
fibly be of fome ufe; andif i occurs to you, that
any particular application from my Lord Lieute-
nant to government can promote your work, I beg
you will_flate it to me by exprefs, that I may lofe
no time in laying it before his Excellency.
Since writing the above, Sir Lucius' O’Brian
has mentioned to me his intention of going to
England; he has a great deal of information

N 2 upon
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upon the fubje& of commerce, and may he
ufeful to you.
I have the honour to be,
Your much obliged
And’ obedient humble fervant,

R. HERON..
Dublin Caftle,
toth April, 1778.

The draught of the act I intlofe does not ex-
tend fo far as you propofe, but I thought the plan
of the act might poffibly be of fome ufe.

No. XVII.
Right Honourable My. HERON.

Whitehall, 21/ April, 1778

'Dear Sir,

- 'THE arrival of the Speaker fo opportuncly
removed all my apprehenfions of our affairs
fuffering for want of authoritative folicitation:
You will have received the copies of the five
bills that have been brought in and read ; they
contain every thing we can defire; but I am
not.
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not without my fears of their undergoing fome
alterations. Briftol has already fet forward an
oppofition, and Liverpool, Manchefter, and
Glafgow, will certainly join in it; London, 1
believe, will be quiet. The Weft India mer-
chants have been -again with me. They very
candidly told me they would not oppofe any
part of the bills, if they could be fatisfied that
foreign fugars were not meant to be introduced
into Ireland, inftead of Biitith plantation. I
affured them no fuch thing was intended, and
ventured to undertake, that any regylation they
could propofe, confiftent with the general pur-
pofe of the application, would be adopted in
Ireland. Sir Lucius O’Brian has fince told
me, I did not go too far in my undertaking,
and I am to bring {ome of the merchants to
meet him and the Speaker, to have their confir-
mation of it. As Sir Lucius propofes ftaying here
to watch the progrefs of the bills ; and the bufi-
nefs is now in fuch a ftate of forwardnefs, that
I can do little to promote it, except by advice,
I thall not have occafion to trouble you any fas~
ther upon this {ubje&, until the iffue 1s known;
but I would recommend it to you, as the beft
means of engdging adminiftration to {upport
the meafure, to take the bills into confidera-

. tion,
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tion,; and write to Lord North, in the name of
the Council, exprefling great thankfulnefs fy
the kindnefs intended to Ireland, and ftrongaf.
furances of grateful returns ; and be as liberal
as poflible, both of your thanks and promifes,
and in extolling the benefits Ireland, and,
through her, Great Britain will derive from
fuch generous and liberal conduct. It would
be right alfo to take fome notice of the objec-
tions made to opening the trade of Treland,
particularly the danger of clandeftine importa-
tions and exportations, and offer to recommend
to Parliament with confidence of {upport, any
proper meafure for giving greater fecurity
againft illicit commerce, than the prefent
laws or regulations do that fhall be thought
fit and neceflary by adminiftration. It is now
you thould try your ftrength, and every gentle-
man thould apply to his conneftions here, and
the traders thould alfo write to their correfpon-
dents to give their affiftance. I with the re-
exportation of Englith woollens had been for-
bidden in the exportation bill, for I.{o wel
know the jealouly of Englithmen refpecting
that manufacture, that I would never fuffer them
to think we could hwe any 1dea of encourag-
ing itin Ire]and or {fmuggling our own out n-

ftead
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{tead of theirs. T hope the Scotch propofition
refpecting the fithery will be adopted on your
fide; it is not the very thing you want, but it
will certainly lead to 1t, in the mean time your
fituation will be mended. I muft now beg you
will prefent my refpeéts to my Lord Lieute-
nant,

| And believe me, &ec.

WILLIAM KNOX. .

No. XVIII.
7o WiLLiam Knox, Efg.
Dear Sir,

AS my Letter of the roth would be in a
great meafure an an{wer to what was contained
“in that I had the honour to receive from you of
the 8th, and as you would immediately after
{ee our Speaker and Sir Lucius O’Brian, I have
not troubled you with any acknowledgement of
it, relying, that if any thing occurred in which
my Lord Lieutenant could promote your bufinefs,
you would have wrote to me. [ underfland
ﬁom ny ﬁz'mds, you will be able to weather the
oppofition which will appear qﬁer the recefs : if
’yyo:u do you will perform wonders. 1 laft night
seceived a letter from Sir Lucius O’Brian, de-
v {iring
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firing Mr. ]51111 Wetherall, Deputy Examina-
tor of the Cuftoms, and Mr. Robert Stephen-
fon, InfpeCor of the Linen Board, may be
fent over as witnefles. As I do not know how
to dire& to Sir Lucius, I with you would ac-
quaint him Mr. Wetherall, and Mr. Stephenfon
are both in the country, but that I will endea-
~vour that you fhall have them by the 2d of
May. o
I am, dear Sir,

Your moft humble fervant,

Dublin Cafile,
April 25, 1778. R. HERON
No. XIX.
7o WirrLiam Krox, Efg.
Dear Sir,

TH E bearer is Mr. Wetherall, one of the
gentlemen Sir Lucius O'Brian defired fhould
attend the committee. He was in the country,
which prevented his coming fooner, Mr. We-
therall 1s Affiftant Examinator of the Cuftoms,
and of great knowledge in his branch, and we
have thought it right that he thould bring with
him the books of the cuftoms for the laft feven

years,
Mr,
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M. Stephenfon, the other perfon defired to
attend, was in the country, and is not yet re=
turned, though I fent an “éxprefs to him im-
mediately, but as foon as he comes I will dif-
patch him to you.

My Lord Lieutenant had avrote in the moft ur-
gent terms, and has, fince I received your letter,
repeated bis reprefentations of the wifbes and dif-
pofitions of the gentlemen in this country. I.fball
hope to recerve an account of your fuccefs very

Soon,

And am, with great efteem,
Dear Sir,
Your moft faithful,

humble fervant,

Dublin Caftle, ‘
April 29, 1778. R. HERON.

O NO@
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No. - XX.
Right Honourable Mr. H ERON.

Soho Square, May 4, 1778,
Dear Sir,

WHAT 1 apprehended from the inter-
ference of the Infh gentlemen in our applica-
tion has happened; their eagernefs, mixed
with threats, and not a little inflamed by ig-
norance both of this country and their own,
and the times, have confpired to raife fucha
tempeft as to give us many fears for the fate of
all the bills. When I went to Lord North
this morning, I found his Lordfhip under much
embarraffment and anxiety ; a gentleman from
Briftol was with him, to lay before him the
grounds of oppofition determined on by that .
city, to fupport which, a deputation from the
manufa&urers of hemp and iron, foap and can-
dles, was come to town. It is not neceffary to
give you a detail of our converfation, it endef
in giving Lord North hopes that an accomme-
dation might be effeted, and the Briftol de-
puties were to come to me at two o’clock. I

immediately
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immediately fent for Sir Lucius O’Brian, who
fortunately was in the way and came to me.
The iron and hemp manufadturers deputies
‘met us, they ftated their objeftions to the ge-
neral exportation bill, which went to thew,
that the Irith could manufalure thefe articles
cheaper than the Englith, becaufe of the dif~
ference of the duties laid upon the importation
of the materials. ‘The duty upon iron im-
ported into England is near 3l. 3s. no part of
which is drawn back upon the re-exportation
except to Ireland. - In Ireland the duty is only
1l. 4s. Englith, Ireland has therefore the ad-
vantage of 1l 1gs. per ton, on that material,
'The hemp was flated in the fame way, and
the difference in favour of Ireland was equal,
They generoufly waved all confideration of the
advantage Ireland had in cheapnefs of labour
and provifions, and candidly declared hey awere
willing that Ireland fhould fhare with England
in all ber trade, but they could not confent fhe
thould have it in her power to beat England out qf‘
the market. Their propofition therefore was, that
the fame duties fhould be laid by Ireland on the im-
]Jormfz'on Qf the materials, as were laid and not
drawn backin England. We applauded their prin-
@iple as fair and friendly, but Sir Lucius ftated other
' Q 2 ways
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ways of equalizing the charge of the materi.
als, which were the taking off the duty here,
or giving it back upon re-exportation, both
which Tknew Lord North would difapprove, and
therefore I went to a third; I told them, that
Ireland being in pofleffion of thefe materials at
prefent, at a low duty, the manufactures fhe
made of them for her own confumption, and
for exportation to all foreign countries, had that
advantage over thofe of England. A duty there,
fore upon importation equal to the Englith
duty, would be a burthen upon her own con-
fumption and foreign export, which fhe had no
reafon for laying, and could not be expeéted to
impofe. Thething defired by the bill wasaliberty
to export to the colonies. That liberty there-
fore was the only object of regulation. 1 defired
them to calculate the difference between manu-
factured and rough iron, fo as to afcertain the
quantity of the one, upon a medium, employed
to make the other, and afked them if Ireland
laid a duty upon the exportation of manufac-
tured iron to the Britifb colonies, equal to what
was paid upon the rough iron in England,
would that remove their objeGtion ! They
anfwered, that the common computation was, that

) two
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twao tons of rough iron went to make one ton of
manufatured iron ; but as they imagined Ire-
land muft be content for many years with the
coarfer kinds of iron manufatures, they would
compute at the rateof a ton and a half for a ton,
and, according to that computation of the Irith
Parliament, would lay a duty of 2l 18s. per
ton on all manufadtured iron exported to the
colonies, they would be fatisfied, and wave all
oppofition to the bill. The hemp people adopted-
the fame principle, and they gave us reafon to
believe, that it would be alfo adopted by the

traders and manufaéturers in other branches.

Lord North was as much pleafed with this
profpett of accommodation, and will hold it out
zo Parliament when the bills are committed, on
Wednefday. I fend you this notice by ex-
prefs, to quiet the apprehenfions of your friends
that all will be loft; and give me, in return,
your and their opinion of the propofition, which
is in general, that all Irifh manufactures exported,
in confequence of the liberty to be mow granted,
Sball carry out with them to the colonies a duty

" equal 1o that which remains upon thofe of the fame
denomimation exported from England. If the Houfe
of
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of Commons adopts this propofition on Wed-
nefday, Sir Luctus will fet oﬁ' immediately for
Ireland, in order to propofe it in the Houfe
of Commons there, as a regulation of trade,
and give his affiftance to cairy it through. I
know you will communicate this to the Speak-
er, and therefore I do not write to him ; but [
beg you will prefent him my refpets.

I am, &c. &c. &c.

WILL. KNOX

No. XXI.

Dear Sir,

I WISH you would acquaint Sir Lucius
O’Brian that I fent an exprefs into the country,
and brought Mr. Stephenfon, one of the perfons
he defired might be fent to England, to Dub-
lin.  He has fome office under the Linen Board,
and was intended by Sir Lucius to have been
examined upon that fubject; but the Truftees
of the Linen Board being informed, that it

way
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~ was intended he thould come to you, exprefled
their difapprobation of it; and the Primate and
‘the Duke of Leinfter both came to me, and de-
fire, from the Board, he might not be fent.

We are extremely anxious for the proceedings of
your P arliament. If yozlr refolutions, or the mojf
material of them, are carried into a law, our Jef-
Sions willy I think, end very bappily 5 but if they
Sail, we may look for all the confequences of difap-
pointment.  However, 1 always look for the

bett. I am,
Dear Sir,
With great truth,
Your moft obliged
Dublin Cafile, 7
6thMay, 1778, Humble fervant,

R. HERON.

No.
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No. XXI1

To the Right Hon. Mr. Herox.

Sobo-fquare, gth May, 1778—8 o'clock 4. M.

Dear Sir,

FROM whar pafled in the Committee laft
night, upon the Import Bill, Sir Lucius O’Briau
and myfelf think your Houfe of Commons
ought, without delay, to bring in a bill upon
the propofition I mentioned to you in my laft;
and Sir Lucius fends, by this exprefs, elaufes
to the Speaker for the {ubftance of the bill: If
this meafure be adopted, not a moment thould
be loft, and the inftant the bill has been reada
copy fhould be fent to Lord Nerth, from my
Lord Lieutenant, 4s a meafure of Government,
~which he 1s to communicate to Parliament.

The Tith Government have been much
blamed by all fides for their treatment of the
Roman Catholics 5 if you could do any thing
in their behalf at this time, you would feel the
advantage of it in the progrefs of the bills; 1t

is
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is under confideration here to repeal the aé of
 Queen Anne, refpetting the forfeited eftates.
I have much to fay upon the fubje&, but you
will find the {ubftance of my plan, in a note, in
my “ Defence of the Quebec A&,” publifhed
when that a& pafled ; it is intitled ¢ the Juftice
and Policy, &c. vindicated.” Watfon, the
Book{eller, in Capel-ftreet, has them. I beg
my refpeéts to my Lord Licutenant, and am,

Dear Sir, &c. &g.

WILL KNOX.

No. XXIIL.
7o Wirr. Knox, Ef.

Dublin Caftle, 10th May, 1778."
SIR,

I LAST night received, by exprefs, your
letter of the 4th inftant, communicating to me,
for the information of my Lord Lieutenant, the
particulars which paffed in a conference between

P you
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you and the iron and hemp manufaduress’ de.
puties, and defiring an opinion from hence
upon the propofition intended to remove the
objeftion made by the feveral traders and manu-
facturers interefted in the bills now before the
Britith Parliament, viz. That all Irith manu-
factures which fthall be exported, in confe-
quence of the liberty to be now granted, fhall
carry out with them a duty equal to that which
remains upon thofe of the fame denomination
exported from England,

Thavebyhis Excellency’sdirections informedthe
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, the PrimeSer-
jeantand Attorney General, and fome other mem-
bers of the firft confequence in the Houfe of
Commons, of the import of your letter. And 1
difpatch this to you, at their defire, by a mef-
{enger, to acquaint you, that none of thofe
gentlemen has, nor have I, the {malleft appre-
henfion that a propofition fo reafonable, and
upon which meafures of greait national 1mpor-
tance will depend, can fail of being cheefully
adopted by this Houfe of Commons. I there
fore with you would have bills drawn in Eng-
land, and the draughts fent over, as the beft
mode of informing us whatit is precifely that you

1 expe&
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~expeét from our Parliament ; and-I am the more
defirous of receiving the information of what is
expedted by Great Britain in this mode, as thefe
being money bills, cannot, if we thould miftake
your intentions, be altered, when fent to Eng-
land, without great inconvenience ; and as the
{effion |is drawing towards a conclufion, there
will be no time for explanations.

I have given dire(tions to the meflenger who
brings the letter to wait your orders, and I with
to receive the draughts of the bills we are to
pafs by him as foon as'they can be prepared, and
-you fhall fee the bills you are paffing are fafe
with you,

I am direéted by my Lord Lieutenant to make
his acknowledgements for the affiflance you have
given, and your attention to bim in this bufinefs
and am,

SIR,

Your moft obedient
Humble ferva'nt,l
W. HERON.

P 2 Te
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No. XXIV.

T the Right Hon. Mr. Heron,

| Whitehall, May 14, 1178,
Dear Sir, , ‘

YOUR letter by exprefs arrived very fors
tunately. The violence of fome of our friends
excited fuch a jealoufy of the determined pur-
pofe of the gentlemen conneted with Ireland,
to carry matters with a high hand, and allow
no compromife of modification, that a fpirit was
rifing which would foon have put an end toall
our expeftations. Mr. Robinfon told me on
Wednefday, that he had received more than
twenty-one meffages from gentlemen who had
voted for the commitment of the bills ; acquaint-
ing him that they had 'done fo with a view of
giving fomething to Ireland ; but as they under-
tood all was meant to be - contended for, they
would now vote for their rejection, I immediately
fent to Mr. Gafcoyne, who had taken a ftrong
part againft the import bill, and he was fo
obliging to come to me. He told me he had
been with the Manchefter and Liverpool peo-
ple, and that, finding their ftrength, they were
determined that day to put a thort queftion upon
the import bill,

: Twas
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1 will not trouble you with a detail of
our converfation ; but it ended in my pro-
pofing to except, out of the export bill, cottons of
all  denominations, nuxed or wnmixed, German
linens, printed or flained, ditio gunpowder, glafs,
hops, beaver wool, hats, coals, woollen manufac~
fure in all its branches. 'The fugars, he con-
tended, could not be given up without drawing on
the intire ruin of Liverpool and Lancathire ;
but if they were excepted, he hada good argu-
“ment to ufe for the allowance of the exports,
which was, that the bulky goods remaining,
freight for their manufaGures would be always
had at an eafy rate, and that would fecure them
a market. ‘T would have offered an additional
duty onthe fugarsdireétly imported, and gave him
the inclofed paper, as a propofition ; but nothing
would be admitted but an abfolute exeeption.
He went however from me in {o good a temper,
that he perfuaded the committee for oppofing
the bills, to avoid coming to a queftion.that
day ; and meeting Sir Lucius O’Brian, . a pro-
pofal for accommodation was taken into con-
fideration, and the gendem’én of Ireland {um-
moned to meet next morning at Lord George
Germaine’s office ; the refult of that meeting
was, to endeavour to obtain the export bill,

with,
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with the exceptions I have mentioned; byt ,
point that had been infifted on by the Man-
chefter people, viz. the taking off the duty on
the exportation of yarn from Ireland was to be

refifted.

This day the committee on the import bill
adjourned till Monday {e’nnight, in order to
give an opportunity for the export bill to make

“a-progrefs in the mean time.  And if it pafles,
with the excéptions I mentioned, I imagine the
import bill will be deferred to the next fefliap,
Thetaking off the duty upon the yarnis ftill con-
tended for ; but I have no doubt the Manchef-
ter people will be beat upon the queftion.

I give this hafty account, that you may be
able to judge of the ftate of things, and form
your minds to receive with thankfulnefs what
it is likely will be granted, which, in truth, 18
more than I expected, after the imprudent inter-
ference of the friends of Ireland as they called
themfelves. 1 beg my beft refpelts to my Lord
Lieutenant; and am, &c.

WILL., KNOX

The
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The paper inclofed with the foregoing.

There is, atprefent, no Weft-India commo-
dities imported into the weftern part of Ireland.
The inhabitants of that part of Ireland confume
no rum, and fcarcely any fugar ; whatever there-
fore of thofe commodities may be imported into
thofe parts, will be an increafe of the prefent
confumption, and no diminution of the trade
- from London, Briftol and Liverpool, to Ire-
land.

Sugars, if dire@ly imported into Ireland, would
now pay od. per cwt. more duty than fu-
gars imported from England. An additional
duty of 16d. upon fugars imported directly,
added to the prefent duty, will prevent any part
of Ireland that now imports fugars from England
from importing them diretly, and therefore
the trade, with refpet to them, will continue
on its prefent footing. But the weftern parts
may find it for their advantage to pay the addi-
tional duty, and open a dire&t trade with the
Weft-Indies.

It
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It 1s therefore propofed, that an additional duty
“of 16d. per cwt. be laid in Ireland upon all fu-
gars imported direély from the plantations into
Ireland, and that no duty be re-paid upon the
re-expmtatlon of refined fugars from Ireland to

the plantations.

No. XXV.
Right Honourable Mr. HERON.

Whitehall, 16th May, 1778,
Dear Sir, ‘

IN my letter by laft night’s poﬁ; I gave you.
fome account of what had pafled in the Houfe
of Commons, and at the meetings which had
been held with the oppofers of the bills for the

PurPofe of ‘accommodation.

The export bill is to be read the fecond time
on Monday, and to be committed on T'uefday ;
Mr. Wetherall 1s employed in the mean time to
prepare an exalt ftate of the duties the Parlia-
ment of Ireland is to impofe on goods exported,
in order to make the charge equal to that
which the Englith goods carry out with them
agreeable to what has been agreed on, but as

' that’
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that will take fome time, and you muift then
pafs bills in confequence, we are apprehenfive
the Parliament here will not {it long enough to
admit of thofe bills arriving ‘here, and we doubt
if the Houfe of Commons will pafs the export
bill upon the credit of our undertaking that. fuch
duties fhall be laid. 'To obviate this difficulty,
we have thought of propofing a claufe to be in-
{erted in the export bill, reftraining in effect the
operation of that bill until your Parliament fhall
have impofed fuch duties; and I {fend you a
draught of a claufe which Lord Nugent, Sir
Lucius O¢Brian, and myf{elf, think will an{wer
the purpofe : but as the ground is very delicate,
and if it thould excite any jealoufy in Ireland,
the mifchief would be great, we think it beft
to fend it to you by your meflenger for your-
confideration, or alteration, in what manner you
may think proper ; but we beg you would re-
turn it, or what you think would be more fit in
the place of i, as expeditioufly as pofiible, that-
the paffage of the bill may not be delayed, for
it muft be added in the Houfe of Commons,
and the third reading of the bill kept back for it.
I am,
" Dear Sir, &ec. &c.
' WILL KNOX.!

Qh Na,
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No. XXVL

Right Honourable Mr. Hzrovw.

Whitehall, 19¢h May, 1778
Dear Sir,

I AM at Lord Nugent's with Sir John Bla-
quire, and Mr. Burke, celebrating the paffage
of the export bill through the committee with
the exceptions I mentioned. A claufe was pro-
pofed, requiring a duty upon Irfh linen yam
exported to England to be taken off, as the
condition of granting the liberty of exporting
the manufactures not ‘excepted, but I have the
pleafure to inform you it was rejefted by a ma-
jority of 979 to 33. Lord North diftinguifhed
himfelf asa patron of the bill, and an oppofer
of the claufe, and every gentleman who could
have been expefted from.conneétion or fituation
to take a part, thewed a zeal that exprefled their
attachment to the caufe of Ireland, thofe efpe-
cially in whofe company I write, took a very
warm part, that it was alfo an able one nobody
will doubt.

I think the bill is pretty fafe, though not out
of danger, and I fend you this account by ex-
' ' ’Prcfs
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prefs to quiet your apprehenfions, and keep up
your {pirits, but not to remove your anxiety .
entirely ; for as #ime is our adverfary, there is
no faying what advantage our opponents may
make of fuch an ally.
Iam,
Dear Sir, &c. &c. &e.
~ WILL KNOX.

'P.S. The bill for repealing the a& of Queen
Anne, refpecting the Irith Roman Catholics was
read a fecond time this day, without oppofition.

No. XXVIL
WILLIAM Kxox, Efg.
Dear Sir,

I YESTERDAY received your letter of
the 14th, by the mail, and by the meflen-
ger, that of the 16th, inclofing a claufe pro-
pofed to be inferted in your export bill. In
my former letters to you, upon this fubje, I
had mentioned that there was no doubt but
the Parliament of Ireland would cheerfully
concur in your propofition for equalizing the
duties on goods to be exported from hence, un-

Qs | der
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der your a&, to thofe which the Englith gbodg
carry out with them. But as you think it may
be éxpected the claufe you fent me, and which I
fhall return, fhould be inferted in the a&, I
conferred to-day in the Speaker’s chamber
with many of the principal gentlemen of the
Houfe of Commons, as well thofe who are the
particular friends of Government, as thofe who
have not any immediate connection with Ad-
miniftration, and am perfuaded from what
pafled, that our Parliament would immediately
lay fuch duties upon the goods to be export-
‘ed from hence, by virtue of your export bil,
as this claufe is calculated to obtain. It was
therefore the with of gentlemen, the bill thould
pafs without a claufe, which feems to exprefs
a doubt of the Parliament here doing what is
right in this refpe@, and which is the lefs ne-
ceflary, as Ireland hopes for further benefits,
~and cannot be o impolitic as to forfeit her claim
tothem, by anill ufe of what is now to be granted.
However, if the claufe is infifted upon, the
‘gentlemen feemed of opinion, the inferting it
could not occafion diffatisfaltion here upon the
ground you mention, and in whatever way you
pafs the bill, it is defired that the moft exa®
account may be fent of the ‘duties and. taxes,

the
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the goods, &c. imported from Great Britain,
ftand charged with, including the duties or taxes
paid upon the fabric or importation thereof, or
the materials thereof, and not drawn back upon
exportation, that the Parliament, in laying on

the duties here, may be fure they proceed cor-
reitly in 1t.

I muft not conceal that the long train of excep-
tions in this bill, particularly that refpecting cot-
ton, and the poftponing the import bill to the next
Selfion, were, after the high expefiations, con-
cerved a wvery great difappointment here, but in
this difappointment they do not forget the firenuous
efforts of their friends, and feem extremely fenfible
of their exertion and zeal t/yrougb the whole gf
this moft important bufinefs.

I am, dear Sir,
With great refpect and efteem,
Your moft faithful
And obedient fervant,

R. HERON.
- Dublin Cafile,

22d May, 1778.
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No., XXVIIL.

7o Wicriam Krox, Efg.

Dear Sir,

I AM exceedingly obliged by your letter of the
19th, acquainting me the export bill had gone
through the Commmittee. 1hope it will proceed
without farther amendments. The Speaker
thewed me to-day a printed bill with the excep-
tions as propofed, and copies of the provifoes,
of all which he approves;- and now people's
minds begin 1o cool, they are fenfible of the advan-
tages you have procured 1o this country ;1 mean
all reafonable people, who will foon fatisfy the
reft how thankful they ought to be to England
for thefe conceffions, and to the friends of this
country for having procured them. But the
unanimity with which the refolutions pafled
had flattered Ireland every thing would be
granted, and being afterwards alarmed with the
apprehenfion of lofing every thing, the minds.
of people of all ranks were firangely agitated,
and the lower order feeling at the fame time

great
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great diftrefs from the f{carcity of provifions,
and the want of work, it 1s certain the difap-
pointment would have produced a wviolent con-
wvulfion in this kingdom. The crifis of this
fever is pafled ; that which will be produced by
agitating queftions re{pe&ting the Popery Laws
will, T fee, be very violent, but does not feem
of {o dangerous a tendency as the other. The
queftion 1s between the individuals of the fame
country, and the party which is: beat will have
only to lament its being the weaker. The other
would have become a queftion, and an ygly one
as it fhould feem between nation and nation.
Mr. Gardiner will, T believe, move to-morrow
for leave to bring in heads of a bill for relief of
his Majefty’s Roman Catholic {ubje&s of Ires
land. He is not yet determined what to pro-
pofe; there is a general idea of putting the Ro-
man Catholics of Ireland upon the fame footing
with the Roman Catholics of England. Govern—
ment will fupport the motion for leave to bring
in heads of a bill. There will be a firong op-
pofition againft any  alteration whatever; and a
violent one agamnft repealing the Gavelling
Claufe, which the Roman Catholics abhor, and
their oppofers, even moderate men, confider as
the palladium of Ireland, It will therefore be

very



[ 120 ]
very difficult to get rid of this claufe; but, hav
ing done that, you will be fuppofed to have
done every thing, and may, in another feffion,
blot the word Papift out of their ftatutes. I con-
_clude your Parliament will foon rife; when we
fhall be able to do the fame one cannot even
conjecture. '
I have the honour to be,
 Dear Sir,
Your much obliged, and
faithful humble Servant,

. R. HERON.
Dublin Cafile.
24th May, 1778.

No. XXIX.

Right Honourable Mr. HEroN.
> Sobo Square, May 26th, 1778,
Dear Sir,

THE meflenger that had the care of your
letter of the 22d. inftant did not deliver it to
me before eight o’clock laft night, An accident
that had happened to me that morning confined
me at home, but I had the pleafure to hear the
export bill was read the third time in the Houfg

of
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of Commons, and carried up to the Lords tirrie
enough to recetve a firft reading that day. I do
‘not. apprehend 1t wall meet with any material
oppofition in its piffage through the Houfe of
Lords. Sir Lucius O’Brian fent the Spea‘\ker a
copy of the bill after the report of the Commit-
tee, and it has undergone no alteration, fince
vou will {ee by it, that a claufe to the effet of
the one I {fent you, and you returned, is infert=
ed, and I am glad to find it will occafion no jea-
loufy on your fide; it could not be omitted, for
you muft confider it was not Parliament that
required it, or Parliament that was to be fatisfied
without 1it, but the manufaurers and their
reprefentatives. The claufe refpecting the iron
was alfo required by the manufacturers of that
cdmmodity‘, and we had much ado to avoid
others for the foap and cordage. And in truth
I could not blame the tradefpeople for infifting
upon Dbetter fecurity than Sir Lucius’s, or my
declaration that we would reprefent the matter;
and even your letter to me, though fufficiently
fatisfattory to every gentleman in Parliament,
was not {uch fecurity as manufatturers are ac-
cuftomed to truft to : however, I am very hap-
py that the bufinefs has been carried through
even in the way it has, and I think fuch a

R foundation
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foundation is laid as we may ereét an engine
upon to pull the two iflands together fome tim
bence, and until that happens, Ireland will be
increafing in wealth, population, and revenue,
From the defire you exprefs in your former let-
ter, of having an exat {tate of the duties you were
to impofe fent to you, I thought it right to en-
ter into the fubjeét with the agents for the fe-
veral manufacturers. Mr. Wetherall’s prefence
was a great édvéntage, and he, with the affift-
ance of an able officer belonging to the cuftom-
houfe here, went through the book of rates,
examining and comparing the duties in each
ifland upon each article. ‘The foap proved
difficult one. ‘The duty upon barilla imported
here is 4s. 6d. per cwt. the fame duty is laidin
Ireland, but with the exceptién of what may
be for the ufe of the linen manufaiture, under
which exception the whole imported into Ire-
land has avoided the duty. Such being the
cafe, I could not fet the Irith duty againft the
Britith, yet as our obje& was foap exporied
which could not be {aid to be for the Irith linen
manufaéture, all barilla ufed in making foap for
exportation muft either pay the duties, or the
importers be perjured. The latter, I much
feared, would be the cafe; and, therefore, inftead

of
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of making the importer’s oath ftronger, and to
except foap for exportation, Ijudged it beft to
accommodate upon the footing of the barilla
duty in Ireland being repealed, in order to fave
theconf{ciences of my countrymen, without pre-
judice to the revenue. The next difficulty re-
fpe&ing thisarticle was, the duty upon tallow ex-
ported from Ireland ; for the Briftol and Lanca-
thire foap-makers declared, that the greateft part
of the foap they exportedto the Weft Indies was
made of Irifh tallow ; it being of a harder na-
ture, and therefore kept better in a hot climate
than either Englith or Ruffia tallow. ‘This
poiht I would not difcufs; I ftood to the terms
of the agreement, which could only mean that
native commodities fbould be fer againfl native com-
modities, and foreign agamfl foreign. ‘That if
they allowed their tallow to be exported to Ire-
land without any duty, then they might com-
plain of the duty upon Irith tallow; but, ag
the Irith could not have theirs at any rate,
they ought to be thankful to the Irith for fuf-
fering them to have theirs at fo low a duty as
1s. 6d, per cwt. 'This reafoning prevailed,
and they gave up the point,

R 2 Another
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Another charge they had to make, was the
duty on ftamps of their bonds and certificates,
&c. all which upon a medium they fairly made
out amounted to fixpence per hundred ;- the
duty on falt ufed in making an hundred of foap
was threepence ; and with the barilla duty,
which was two fhillings and threepence for
“half a hundred, made the whole amount to
three thillings, which we had a duty of fixpence
to fet againft. But by much debating we got off
the ftamp duty; and by reprefenting that our
foap-boilers made ufe of kelp inftead of barilla,
and that our foap was inferior to theirs, they
were brought to agree that we fhould lay an
additional duty of one thilling and fixpence Irith
on all our foap exported to the colonies; and
that if the Parliament thought fit to take off the
duty on barilla imported, it was not to affed
the agreement. This I thought a good bargain
for freland, efpecially as I am certain barillz
mufl be ufed by the Irith foap-boilers for what
they {end to the Weft Indies; but it is fair to
Lord Nugent and Sir Lucius that T thould tell
you, they did not go with me entirely in this bar-
gain. Lord Hillfborough, whom I have fince talk-
ed with on the fubje&, thinks you ought to lay
on a much higher duty, as foap is a material for

the
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the linen manufaéture, and a large exportation
might injure it.  Candles you have a thilling

per hundredon, and there is no duty upon can-

dles expo'rted from Great Britain ; but from com-
paffion to the Lancathire people, who convin-
ced me they now exported candles, made of Irifh
tallow, to the amount of ten thoufand pounds,
and perhaps out of a little policy to foften the re-
Sfentment of that country, 1 promifed I would re-
commend 1t to you to l‘ayv fixpence per cuwf.
more on Irith candles, but I #ndertock nothing,
'The cordage would have been a greater diffi-
culty than the foap, if Lord North had not
removed the obje&tion. Hemp pays a duty upon

importation here, and all cordage, except what -

1s exported to the colonies, has a bounty equal
to it. Any duty that you might lay could ea-
{ily be evaded by declarimng the cordage to be
for the thip’s ftores ; and it is known that you
do now fend cordage to the colonies 7z thar way.
A duty equal to that paid here upon the im-

portation of hemp I would not hear of ; and T -
knew the duty on hemp imported here could

not be given up, and therefore the only way of
accommodating both fides was to extend the
bounty to Britith cordage exported to the co-
lonies; and upon my ftating the matter to

~Lord
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T.ord North, he at once agreed to it with thy
cheerfulnefs with which he bas done every thing
for Ireland this feffion it was poffible to expedt.
The leather, which is almoft the only re-
maining article on which Ireland has not as
high or higher duties upon exportation than re-
main here, has been fettled by Mr. Wetherall :
no agent appeared for the manufa&ﬁyers, and
therefore we could not make an agreement. In
the whole progrefs of this bufinefs, and in the
condué of all future matters of the kind, the
want of a Board of Trade or other office in Ire-
land, to tranfa& with, has been, and muft be
{feverely felt. Indeed the Speaker and Sir Lu-
cius O’Brian have moft kindly {upplied the de-
fectin the prefent inftance; but you muft not
always expect the two gentlemen who moft
poflefs the confidence of the Houfe of Com-
mons on commercial fubjeéts, will take the
fame trouble upon all future occafions. The
advantage you will make of the conceflions ob-
tained for you will much depend upon the re-
gulations trade is put under; and a 7‘ecepmc/e
and depofit for commercial knowledge is the
only means of collefting and bringing into ufe
the information upon which fuch regulations
ought to be founded, You will therefore, |

| hOB%/
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hope, pardon me for hinting to you the propriety
of following thefe conceffions on the part of
England by the appointment of a Chamber of
Commerce, or Board of Trade, or fome fuch
like office, to fuperintend your trade, to watch
over the laws pafled here, and to colle& infor-
mation byz correfponding with all parts to which
you can carry on a trade. I will now put an
end to this long epiftle, by requefting you to
prefent my beft refpeéts to my Lord Lieute-
nant, and humble thanks for the obliging no-
tice he has taken of my little endeavours to pro-
mote -his Excellency’s withes for the advantage
of Ireland, and begging you to believe me with
~great regard,

Dear Sir, &c. __
WILL KNOX.

P. S. The fithery and the fhip claufe were not
objected to. By the Newfoundland fithery re-
turns it appears, there have been two thoufand
more Irifh employed there in each year fince the
liberties granted to Ireland than before:

No.
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No. XXX.
Right Homourable Mr. HEroN.
Jhitehall, 28th M, 1778

Dear Sir,

NO circumftance has arifen in the Houfe of
Commons on the fecond reading or commit-
- ment of the export bill that would have given
occafion to me to trouble you with another lets
ter, after the very long one I difpatched by your
meflenger on Tuefday evening. The fhare I
have been obliged to take in the Irifh bufinefs
has, however, led fome perfons here to ima:
gine, that I ought to continue to correfpond
with you upon every matter of importance to
Ireland that is in agitation here; and therefore]
am now to give you fome account of the Popery

bills.

The one for repealing the firft of Queen
Anne T apprized you of in a former letter, as
intended to remove an obftru&ion out of the
way of the Irith Parliament to their extending
the rights of men to the Roman Catholics; and
at the fame time give a ftrong intimation of the

fenfe
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fenfe of Parliament here, that fuch ufe ought to -
be made of it. ‘The fentiments of individuals
correfponded with the public meafure; {carce a
member {poke againft the export or import bills,
but reprobated the Irifh policy of opprefling
and rendering ufelefs the better half of the inha-
bitants. How can that government, it was
faid, complain of narrow and confined conduct
in England towards them, when they perfift in
a plan infinitely more narrow and perfecuting
with regard to their own people. But another
ftep has been taken by Parliament here that will
operate more powerfully than the intimation
conveyed by the bill I have mentioned. Ano-
ther bill has been brought in for relieving the
Roman Catholics of Great Britain from many
of the reftraints and hai‘dfhips laid upon them
by the laws of this country ; and I have the fa-
tisfattion to tell you, that this bill paffed the
Houle of Commons with only one diffenting
voice ; and has been read twice, and yefterday
went through the Committee of the Lords
without any material amendment or alteration.
Both bills have been fupported by the whole
Bench of Bifhops, and the Diffenters have been
zealous promoters of them, as a proof of the
liberality of their fentiments, and an induce-

S meng
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ment . to grant them indulgencies they have
heretofore in vain folicited. If this example
thould fail of influencing the Irifh Parliament to
take fome ftep in favour of the Irith Roman
Catholics, their want of liberality will bring on.
them the reproach of even the Scotch Prefbyte
rians, who have gone cheerfully with the Bri-
tith meafure. But a worfe confequence than
reproach will follow to Ireland, if their bigotry
gets the better of their policy : every Roman
Catholic of property will quit the kingdom,
and remove into Great Britain. The liberties
juft granted to you in trade will be of no advan-
tage ; for you will neither have money to carry
on an extenfive commerce, nor hands to em-
ploy. Iinclofe the copies of the bills, that the
gentlemen of Ireland may fee what is doing
here; and I flatter myfelf they will adopt the
meafure, and not {uffer this feffion to pafs ove
without manifefting to their countrymen an
equal regard for their happinefs as the Britilh
Parliament has teftified.
I am,

Dear Sir, &c.
WILL KNOX

No.
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No. XXXI,
o WiLriam Kwnox, Efg.

Dear Sir,

SIR Lucius O’Brian, Mr. Wetherall, and
Mr: Fofter, the Chairman of the Committee of
Ways and Means, have, with the affiftance of
the Attorney General and the Commiffioners of
the Revenue, fettled the duties which are to be
laid on fuch articles of the manufadture and
produce of the kingdom, as are by the act you
have pafied this {eflion permitted to be exported
from hence to the Plantations in America, the
Weft Indies, and to Africa; {o as to raife the
duties here on thofe articles to as high an
amount, as articles of the fame quality exported
from Great Britain are chargeable with ; and
the Attorney General has prepared heads of a
bill, which will be brought into the Houfe
to-day, for laying on thofe duties. “This ope-
ration has been a difficult one, norwithflanding
all the affiffance you have given us. But I believe,
from the abilities and care of the gentlemen who
have been employed in it, that it will be found
properly executed and conformable to the inten-

S 2 tion,
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tion of the Britith legiflature, and of the manu.

faturers in Great Britain, {o as to entitle re.
land to the full benefit of your export ad.

The raifing duties here upon articles carrying
out a charge in their export from England, toas
high an amount as thofe articles carry out from
England, is a meafure required by the Britth
aét of Parliament. And as that ac has given
to Ireland the full liberty of exporting to the
fame plantations, the produce or manufaure
of Ireland, certain articles excepted, and all
goods the produce or manufaGure of Great
Britain, certain articles excepted, and all cer-
tificate goods, fome gentlemen - here have
thought, that, according to the principles of
equality profefled by your export a&, thefe
feveral articles fhould be exported from hence
upon the fame terms as they are exported from
Great Britain, according to the fcheme I inclofe,
and they have brought in heads of a bill for
that purpofe, "

Tacquainted thefe gentlemen that, notwith-
ftanding the feeming equity of this propoﬁtion,
as my Lord Lieutenant had no inftruétions upon
the fubjet, and as it was no part of whats

oo required
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required by the Britith a&, his Excellency could
neither {uffer it to be implicated in that a& with
the other propofition ; nor could he give any
countenance to fuch a bill, as it was impofiibie
to forefee what objeftion might arife to it in
England. His Excellency could therefore neither
permit the bill for raifing the duties (in which
no alteration could be made in England, it being
a money bill) to be hazarded by the infertion of
any thing not required by the Britith at; nor
could any way concur in their meafure, as the
doing fo might be deemed the holding out a
falfe expetation, if there thould appear to the
Britith miniftry any reafons for rejeéting their
bill. They have, however, prepared and brought
in heads of {fuch a bill, in as guarded a manner
as could be done, and it muft take its chance in
England.  2You will judge of the propriety of the
meafure by the inclofed papers, and I trouble you
with them now, that you may confider the pro-
priety of it, wbhen the bills jball be tranfmitied
from the council,

You have, I doubt not, heard of the awk-
ward ftate of the bill for the relief of the
Roman Catholics of this kingdom. The op-
pofers of this bill grew every day more warmi,

tall,
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fill, contrary to what there was reafon to expeg,
they joined the Prefbyterians, and together in-
ferted a claufe for repeal of the facramental teft,
enaed here by the 2d of Anne, intitled, % An
¢ a& to prevent the further growth of popery,”
the law which created the difabilities, the pre-
fent bill intended to remove. They introduced
this claufe from an opinion, that the repeal of
the teft would be difagreeable to Government,
and therefore obftru¢t the bill. If the bill re-
turns from England without this claufe, there
will be difficulty in carrying it through the
Commons; if with the claufe, in carrying it
through the Lords. The hiftory of this teft
law is, that it was tacked to the fecond of Anne
in England, with a view to occafion that law
being thrown out upon its return hither. The
repeal of the teft is now tacked to the heads of
this bill, for relief againft thofe difabilities,
with a view to occafion its being thrown out n
England, or rejetted here by the Lords.
I am, Sir, |
With great refpe&,
Your moft obedient
humble fervant,

Dublin Cafile, R. HERON.

June 24, 1778,

No.
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No. XXXII.

7o WiLLiam Kwox, Efy.
Dear Sir, - '
THE meflenger who will deliver you this

«carries over {everal bills, of which two are our
export bills, - My Lord Lieutenant has wrote to
the Lord Prefident, Lord North, and Lord
Weymouth upon the fubjet, and has furnithed
their Lordfhips in addition to his private letter,
with an explanation of the principles of the
bills, and I fhall enclofe to you a copy of that
paper. In my letter to Mr. Robinfon, I have re-
ferred him to my laft letter to you. By miftake
a copy of the bill for equalizing the duties is not
made, which I alfo intended to enclofe to you.
Our manufactures here are in a moft wretched
{ituation, and we have now reafon to apprehend
very bad confequences from the inability of the
mafters to continue their journeymen at the
loom. ‘They have been fupported a long time
by fubfcriptions, which are-now exhaufted ; and
the mafters alledge they have an uncommon
ftock on hand and no money, fo that there is
reafon to apprehend fome diforder. This country
had means of conveying their manufaCtures

/ ' abroad,
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abroad, which have been ftopped, and if their
ports are not now opéne’d, the country muft be

undone. - There has, however,  within thefe

few days, been a confiderable rife in the linen,

which may have fome effet.  Ihope there will

not be found any reafon for feje&ing either of

the export bills. I wifh you would fee his Ex-

cellency’s private letter refpecting the bills, for

I have not time to fend you a copy of it.

Iam,

Your moft obedient
humble {ervant,
Dublin Cafile, R. HERON.
2d Fuly, 1778. '
No. XXXIIIL.
7o Wirriam Kvox, Ef.
Dear Sir,

LORD Nugent has wrote to our Speaker, des
firing {ome perfon might be fent from hence t0
folicit and explain the export bills, which were
fent by the meflenger laft night. If there was

any
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any peifon here competent to the Linde'rfai{ing;
that could be prevailed on to go, my Lord
Lieutenant would moft readily fend him over,
but there really isnot. And I thould ‘hope, the
explanation which his Excellency has tran{-
mitted with the bills, of which I have fent
you a copy, and that I now enclofe, would,
with your ﬁzena’ly aid, be fufficient for the pur-
pofe.

. T am therefore dz'reé‘z’ed by my Lord Licutenant
to requeft youwill be fo kind as to give us your beft
fervices upon the occafion. I am fenfible I need not
mention any inducement to you ; but really the flate
of our manufactures is fuch as requires every idea
of benefit [bould be held out to this country, which
can with propriety be done, in order to keep up
the fpirits of people, which are much affected ;
and if all profpe&t of advantage from your ex-
port bill thould be loft by the rejeCtion of the
bills fent from hence, it might have a very ill
effet here, the bills being for fo thort a time ;
and as any thing which may want correcting
may be done in the next feffion of this Parlia-
ment, his Excellency hopes no difficulty can be
made to the paffling them.

T As
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Aj I bawe corref[ponded with you zzlbon the for-
mier part of this bufiuefs, Ido not trouble Sir Grey
Cooper or Mr. Robinfon upon the fubje, knowz'}zg
it will be communicated more effeclually to them by
you than 5)/ any thing I could write.

B enclofe herewith copies of the heads of the
bills, and a ﬁate explammc the duties, which
are granted by the bill. :

1 prefume it may be neceffary to have a foli-
citor appomted toattend the progrefs of this b
{inefs, as it may meet with obftruétion from the
manufaGturers of Great Britain. And I truft
you will be fo kind, as to appeint 2 folicitor for
this purpofe, to whom I will be anfwerable for
the fees he fhall, pay to Counfel, and all other
expence that fhall be incurred.

I have the honour to be,
Dear Sir,
Your moft obedient,

humble fervant,
Duélm Caftle,

July 45 1778. R. HERON

No,
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No. XXXIV.

Rz;g:bz‘ H.onaumé/c{ Mr HERQN:.
Whiteball, 6th Fuly, 1778.

Dear Sir,

1 HAVE this moment received your favour
of the 2d inftant by the meflenger, and am glad
to find the bills are arrived of which you gave
meé an account in a former letter. That for
equalizing the duties by augmenting thofe pay
able in Ireldnd, correfponds entifely with thé
conditions of the Englith a&, and the traders
to whom I communicated the copy you fent,
obje& to nothing but the want of an additional
fixpence upon candlés. That omiffion will not,
however, obftrué the return of the bill. The
other bill is an extenfion of the principle on
which the firft is founded, and in moft parts
will I think be acquiefced in by the traders ; but
theré is one particular which will require fomé
alteration. 'The redution of the prefent duties
on Irith manufadures exported from Ireland, to
a level with the duties paid on the export of
fimilar manufaures of Englith fabrick from
England, is confiftent with the idea of equality

T 2 _ adopted
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adopted in the former cafe. But when the Irify
materials pay a duty upon their export to Eng.
land, and the manufacture from England carries
out that duty, if the Irith manufaure pays
none, the Irith will evidently have an advantage
“over the Englith manufacture, both being made
of the fame Irifly materials. The inftance of tal-
low and candles will explain my meaning ; and
. in-refpec to thofe articles, I am pretty fure the
Privy Council will not confent to your taking
off the one thilling per cwt.* now charged up:

on candles, if you continue the 15. 6d. on tallow
fent to England : and how extraordinary muftit
appear to the traders to find, inftead of an additio-
nal duty of 6d. the old duty of 1s. 6d. we told
them of taken off ? If this bill for taking off
duties be a money bill, I do not know how to
fave it ; but there are two way's of amendingit, if
itbe amendable The one is, to infert in the Lift of
exceptions candles and every other article which
pays a duty cither upon its material or manu:

fadture upon its export to England. The other
o ,ta}}(: off the duty upon fuch, or its material
going to England. If you have any means of
domg €1th€r by an additional bill, T can get this
hill kept back until fuch an one can arrive.

* This was 2 miftake in the copy fent me.

itake V . -
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'The Roman Catholics’ bill is, I think, in
jeopardy. Lord George Germain has acquaint-
ed my Lord Lieutenant with what pafled upon
the fubject on Thuriday. Inftead of repealing
the teft entirely, I have propofed a partial repeal
in refpect to military commiffions, to thew con- |
fidence in the Diffenters by trufting them with
the {fword ; at the fame time, the church and
civil government would remain fafe from thelr
interference. I propofed to add alfo a repeal of
the Churchwarden’s oath and/qualiﬁcation,'fofar
as to enable the Diffenters to execute the office
themfelves, and fave the expence of deputies ;
and indeed all chriflians ought to join in taking
away the oath 5 for no man can now take it with-

out expofing bimfelf to ruin by complying with, or
jbe/yury by evading it*

I give you this information from myfeif upon
the inftant, for there are no minifters in town,
and therefore I do not wifh this letter to be con-
fidered as contammcr any opinions but my
own.

The feveral matters I have written to you
wpon in the courfe of laft feflions will probably

* The Primate has fince difpenfed with the oath. .
come
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come again into difcuffion : and asT have kept
no copies of my letters, I muft beg the favou
of you to fend me copies when your office peo.
ple are at leifure. ' |
I beg my refpe&ts to my Lord Licutenant,

and am,

Dear Sir, &c. &c.

WILL KNOX

No. XXXV,
To WirLiam Krox, Efg

~ Dear Sir,

IHAVE confulted with fuch gentlemen
who are in town, that are converfant with
the fubjet of your letter, and we have looked
over the two bills refpeé’cing, the exports_from
this kingdom, (Sir Lucius O’Brian beingone of
thofe gentlemen) from which it feems, that the
objeCtion made with refpe& to candles is not
founded, as candles are included in the excep-

tions
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tions in the fecond bill; fo that if the firft,
which is for raifing the duties, is not exeeption-
able, it follows, that candles being excepted in
¢he fecond bill, there is nothing in that bill to
affe& the principles of the firft ; and there do
not occur to us any other article to which the
principle of your objetion can be applied.

It is difficult to fay abfolutely, whether the
fecond bill would be confidered by the Houfe as
a Money Bill or not, as I find gentlemen differ
upon that queftion. If it could be pafled with-
out any alterations, it would be very happy 3
but if it cannot, as the whole is upon a princi-
ple of liberality to Ireland, it ought to be re-
ceived with good humour ; and if the altera-
tions appear evidently neceflary to the equa-
lity intended by both kingdoms, they may be
acquiefced in, if the Houfe can confider the bill
as a bill of regulation; but it is loped the alte-
rations may be as few as poffible.

"The bill for relief of the Roman Catholics of
Ireland is certainly embarrafling, and produces
{uch a variety of fentiments here, that it is ex-
tremely difficult to give any opinion upon the
fubje®, I canonly fay, that whatever meafure

is
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is adoptedy it will be fupported by my Lod

Lieutenant to the amount of his power.

I could not anfwer your letter {ooner, as the
gentlemen with whom it was neceflary for me
to confult, were moft of them in the country,

Iam, dear Sir‘,
Your much obligecf,
and obedient,
humble fervant,

Dublin Caftle, :
July 21, 1778, R. HEROKN

No. XXXVI.
Right Honourable Mr. HEroN.

_ Wbilebzzl/, 16th Fuly, 1778,
Dear Sir,

I AM glad to find by looking into the bill it
felf, that the alarm I had taken becaufe of the

- new claufe in the copy tranfmitted to mein
your laft, has not really been inferted in the
equalizing duty bill ; where the clerk who made
that copy for me got the claufe I cannot corm-
prehend,
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prehend, but T truft he will be more careful in
future, not to infert in his copies, things that
are not in the original. Another miftake I find
was made in the copy fent me of the trade hill,
by omitting candles amongft the excepted arti-
cles, which I find are excepted in the original 5
and it is difagreeable enough to refle¢t that all
the uneafinefs 1 felt upon both accounts, pro-
ceeded from the careleflnefs of the copier. Ihave
the pleafure to tell you the equalizing duty bill
has with a fmall amendment in expreffion only,
pafled the Council, but the trade bill is poft-
poned as I told you it would be ; the Attorney
General has however ftated an objection which
goes to the whole of the bill, and that is, that
the duties reduced are laid by the a&t of Charles
the Second, and conféquently what revenue
would arife’ from them would be hereditary,
and alfo, that the bounties and drawbacks are
made payable out of the revenue at large, and fo

may be taken out of the hereditary revenue. 1

thowed him the refolution of the Houfe of Com-

mons in anfwer, but he will not admit a refolu-

tion as a fufficient ground to go upon, when an

act is to be repealed ; and he bﬂﬁdes alledged

fomething unfavourable to your good faith, in

abiding by refolutions in former cafes; on the

U whole,
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whole, therefore, I think this bill niuft be new
modelled, and that for this {effion “you will fee
no more of it. ‘

'The Roman Catholic Bill will receive its de-
_cifion this night. The Attorney General’s .
port is-favourable, but it has loft a friend by
Lord Gower going into the country. Lord
George Germain will give a line to Lord Buck-
ingham when the bufinefs is over. Ihopeit

- will have a favourable iffue, though I much fear
the contrary.

I am, &c.

WILL KNOX

No. XXXVIL.
7o WiLLiam Knox, Efg.

Dear Sir,

IT is certain the arguments for giving free
paffage for Englith goods through Ireland ®©
America and the Colonies, might be applied 0
give a free paflage for Irith goods through Eng-
land to the fame places ; but that can only be

1 o effedted
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effe@ted by an Englith a& taking off the import
duty or giving a bounty or drawback. The
bill fent over takes off the import duty on
Englith goods fent to America : England may
by a law take off her import duty upon Irith
goods fent thither; but as Ireland does not
know what part of the goods which go from
Ireland to England, pafs to America, the could
not for the purpofe of the American trade only,
take off the export duties on the goods intended
for America, without taking off the whole.

Sir Lucius O’Brian mentioned to me his ap=
prehenfion, that the fecond bill, by not except=
ing the articles on which duties are impofed in
the firft, may occafion difliculty with refpe& to~
thofe duties. But this doubt is clearly without
foundation, as the fecond bill only takes off the
duties from fuch goods as might be lawfully
exported, whereas iron, the only article not ex-
cepted, could not be lzwfully exported without
paying the duty required by the Britith aét ;
and it is alfo clear, that both bills being of the
fame feffion, or to render them effe@ual, con-
fidered as one bill. - My Lord Licutenant defires
me to make bis acknowledgements for all the trou-

U2 \ ble,
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ble you are o vhind as to take in this i;nport};m
bl And I’ am,
Dear Sir,
Your moft obliged,
’ and obedient fervant,
Dublin Cafile, :
Fuly 16, 1778 R. HERON

No. XXXVIIL

o the Right Hon. Mr. HERQN.

}V/)iz‘eball,‘;"fuly 23, 1778,
| 3 o’clock, P. M.
Dear Sir,

THE Privy Council have this moment es
termined upon the bill for the relief of the Ro-
‘man Catholics. The bill is to go back without
any amendment, except leaving out the tacked
claufe for the repeal of the teft ac., This has
been. obtained with much difficulty ; and I hope
you will be able to carry it throu,gh,upon its ar-
rival in its prefent ftate. That you may have the
earlieft intelligence of this important determing-

“tion
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tion, and have time to colle& your forces before
the bill appears, I fend you this by exprefs;
and I have the pleafure to tell you farther, that
the export bill is in a fair way of getting through
with fome amendments, which 1 think will
will not be objeéted to on your fide. The prin-
cipal objetion ftated by the Attorney General
to the bill as it came over is—the injury to the
hereditary revenue, both in aftual lofs, and
prevention of increafe. The refolution of the
Houfe of Commons he will not allow a {uffici-
ent fecurity, and therefore, to give it force I
have propofed to add to the laft claufe fome
words, expreffive of the intention of Parliament
tto make compenfation to the hereditary revenue,
both for the lofs and prevention of increafe.—
- This expedient Lord North approves, after
hearing a converfation between the Attorney
General and me of four hours laft night upon
the fubject, and the Attorney General is to pre-
pare the ‘addition, and the bill will pafs next
Thurfday. I propofe leaving out the claufe that
direéts bond to be given on the export of Irith
manufatures, not excepted, as a prejudicial
fhackle on your trade; for even your linens
‘would be {ubject to it, and it would prevent you
of the confumption in the voyage and the

private
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Pﬁ{faté trade with * #* * * T perceive yout
reafons for inferting it, but as the addition to
be made to the laft claufe will cover all defalea-
tions of the hereditary revenue, arifing from
this a&, there will be no harm done to it, even
if all your foreign exports be made under colour
of going to the Britith colonies; and 1 hope
your foreign trade will increafe by fo faving the
duty. I will detain this intelligence no longer
from you than to beg you will prefent my beft
refpe&s to my Lord Lieutenant, and to believe

me,

Yours, &c. &c.

WILL KNOX

No. XXXIX.
To the Right Hon: My. HERON.

St. Fames’s, yuly 31‘, 1778
4 dclock, P. M.
Dear Sir,

I HAVE now the pleafure to inform you
that the bill for the encouragement of trade 18

pa{fed



L o151 ]
pafled by the Privy Conncil with the enclofed
amendments and fome literal corre€ions made
by the Attorney General. The purpofe of
thefe amendments is to pledge Parliament by
the att itfelf, to make good any diminution
the hereditary revenue may fuftain, by taking
off the 5 per cent. on the exports, or paying the
drawbacks and bounties out of it, and the ex-
preflions made ufe of are taken from the refo-
lution of the Houfe of Commons, to prevent
any poflible objection on the part of that Houfe
to their being inferted. The Attorney General
had propofed to leave out the words ¢ cuffoms
““ and excife,” in the claufe that direGs the
colleCtors to pay the drawbacks and bounties,
that the revenue arifing from them might in no
wife be charged with fuch payments; but I
thought it unreafonable, ((and had the good
fortune to find Lord North of the fame opi-
nion) that the branch of the revenue which
was benefitted by the importation thould be ex-
empted from the re-payment on exportation,
and, befides fuch an exception, would go in
all future cafes to curb Parliament in making
arrangements which might be jﬁdged neceflary
for the public good, wherever the hereditary
revenue rpight be affeGted ; but I truft the gen-

tlemen
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tlemen of the Houfe of Commons will be
careful to maintain good faith with the Crown
on this occafion. ‘They muft fee how impor-
tant it 1s to the welfare of Ireland, that the Crown
thould have confidence in their promifes to”
make good any lofs the hereditary revenue may
eventually fuffer by any regulations they may
make, and they can take no method fo effi-
cacious for eftablifhing that confidence as
making 3 liberal proviﬁon in the cafe of this

bill,

The amendment I told you I intended to
propofe in that part of the bill which refpedts
the cautions under which the exports are to be
made, I found would not be relifhed at prefent,
as the Parliament of Ireland had judged them
proper, and the reafons I had to offer required
more attention than can be expected of minifters
at this feafon of the year, the few hoursa week
they are in town. But befides, as the penalty
of not returning the certificate is only the pay-
ment of the duty, the uncharged goods, fuch
as linens, although the bond is required for
them, will be liable to no penalty, if the cer-

tificate is not returned. When the aét Is re-
newed next feffion, it will be praoper; to alter
that
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that part of it, and you will fee by the enclofed
paper how I had intended it thould have been;
and I think it will meet with no difficulty
here, if you keep good faith with the hereditary
revenue. I beg my refpeéts to my Lord Lieu-
tenant, and am, &c.,

WILL. KNOX.

P.S. 1 date my letter from St. James’s,
having come up to attend the Councils

No. XL
To WILLiAM Krnox, Efg

Dear Sir,

C OPIES of the letters I have the honour
of recclvmcr from you in the courfe of the laft
{effions of our parliaments, were made fome
time fince 3 but as you had hinted that the fe-
véral matters they treat of might come again.
into difcuffion, I wifhed them to have been ac-
companied with a word or two upon thofe fub-
jects, and have been colle&ting materials for the
purpofe. "I am Jorry this bas occafioned a delay

X neon
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inconvemient to jou and injurious ty the Plbli,
being well affured nothing I could offer wmilj
compenfate the having deferred your confideration
of thefe fubjects. I have not omitted to expref;
how much I thought my Lord Lieuteriant and the
public indebted to you for your attention to them,
and beg you will do me the juftice to believe, I

Jbould be very happy in any opportunity of frewing
hot fenfible I am of the material affiffance I re-

cerve from you upm 'mpzn)/ accag/z'om.
I am, dear Sir,

With great efteem,

Your moft faithful,
And obedient,
Dublin Cafile, Humble fervant,
15th O 1778. R. HERON
No. XL1I.

7o WiLriam Kvox, Efg.
3 ‘ 1778,
Dear Sir, Dublin, Auguft 6,177
I HAVE received your. very obliging let-
ter of the 31ft of laft month, and make no
doubt that we fhall pafs the equalizing bill with
the alteration, though certainly not agreeable 0

thole
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thofe who are capable of judging of the fubject.
The keeping up the diftinétion between the he-
reditary and temporary reyenue can anfwer no
purpofe, but to continue jealoufies which every
good man muft Wlfh to extmoulfh there are
but two principles upon Wh1ch it can be fupport-»
ed, and noman, I believe, Wlll avow either.—
The firft is, that a time may come when the
Crown may a&t Wlthout a Parhament and de- ,
pend upon the Jheredlt,a,ry revenue for its fup-
port ; the fecond is, that the hereditary revenue
is the private property of the Crown, and may
‘be difpofed of at pleafure,

Whatever advantage may be derived to this
kingdom from the laws which have pafled in
Great Britain the laft feffion, it has been ob-
tained, I am perfuaded, principally by your judge-
ment, induftry, and zeal. Iam [enfible that I had
not the leaft merit in any thing which was dome ;
for though no man had warmer wifbes, I per-
cerved wvery clearly that nothing I faid made the
leaft impreffion. It will certainly appear that
Great Britain will not fuffer any prejudice
from thofe laws. I wifh it were equally cer-
tain, Ireland would receive benefit from them,
which, I muft confefs to you, I much doubt

X 2 from
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from the want not only of capitals, but of fpiry
in our merchants. Seven hundred pounds pre,
mium to the firft fhip which goes has already
been offered, and, to all appearance, in vain. |
ﬂa/[ be happy in the continuance of a correfpon-
dence with one for whom I have fo much effeem,
and who bas proved himfelf to be [o fincere, as
awell as po‘we;ful a friend to my country. 'The
Roman Catholic bill will pafs our Houfe- this
day, and I make no doubt will pafs the Lords
likewife. I am, with much affeGion and
efteem, |

Dear Sir,
Your moft affured,
And ob_edient' fervant,
EDM. PERRY.

No. XLII.
75 Wirriam Knox, Efy.
, Dromoland, Sept. 20th, 1778,
Dear Sir, '

OBSERVING in a late }mﬁr that the govert-
ment bere have iffued a4 ﬁrac[amm‘zoﬂ for takng

1 of
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off entirely the embargo on butter, I cannot omit
returning my thanks for a meafure, to which I
was a witnefs how much your zeal for Ireland
contributed. It were exceedingly to be wifbed, that
Jomething could be dome alfo with refpeit to the
beef trade of this kingdom, {o far as may be ne-
ceffary for the fleets of E‘ngland;' it 1s altogéther
reafonable they thould be firft fcfved, and yet,
confidering the circumftances of the two coun-
tries, even that pre-emption might be always
infured, by the contradtors paying two or three
thillings per hundred more than they do at pre-
fent, without that terrible convulfion which a
now three years embargo has made on our
trade and conftitution. But above half the beef
of Ireland is of an inferior fort, which the con-
traors for the navy will not take ; and while
the convoys go only from Cork, Waterford,
and Dublin, even that over-loaded trade of
{mail beef is monopolized in thofe towns by a
few merchants, while Limerick, Gallway,
Sligo, &c. are under an abfolute prohibition.
T feel the effeéts of this very feverely at this
inftant, not being able to get a guinea rent
among my tenants. What the fenfe of the
Limerick merchants is you will judge from
the enclofed, which contains a pretty fair re-

' ‘ prefentation
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prefentation of the facts, though the letter wag
not written, I believe, to be thown about,

The Roman Catholics feem every where
highly grateful for the benefits they have re-
ceived, and yet without any imprudent ex-
preflions of their joy; the principal ones of
them every where come to the affizes to take
the oaths te his Majefty ; and if it be thought
neceflary, the whole body of the people might
be brought to do the fame by the next {effion.
At my affizes, the tutelar bithop, M¢ Mahon,
and all his clergy, were fworn, and at the
fame time he publithed the enclofed exhorta-
tion, which I fend you as an evidence of thofe
- people’s opinton.

Iam, dear Sir,
’ Your obliged and
Faithful fervant,

LUCIUS O’BRIAN

No.
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No. XLIII.
Jo Mr. PERRY.

: 9th Oct. 1748.
Dear Sir,

SO ON after I received your very obliging
letter, our friend Sir Lucius repeated his vifit
to this metropolis ; and as he feldom travels
in vain for his country’s advantage, an oppor-
tunity offered while he was here of liberating
the Irifh butter from the embargo, and we did
not fuffer it to flip. The beef is il wholly
fubjet to it; and I find by a letter I have re-
ceived from him fince his return, that its being
{o is of very mifchievous confequences to Ire-
land. The Attorney General, who is now
here, tells me the fame thing ; and as I never
can {uppofe Government mean to -do mifchief,
thoygh they often do'it, 1 with to be able to
thew the evil, and point out a remedy. There
are two objects to be attended to in any propo-
fition that we may make them : the fecuring a
{ufficient {upply for our own forces, and the
preventing the French availing themfelves of
our beef to victual their thips and colonies.
The embargo effe¢tually does both; and if we
b cannot
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cannot thew {ome other way of doing fo, I feat
the embargo will not be removed. You ar
able to give Government the beft information
upon this {ubjet, and I very willingly offer my
beft endeavours to have your advice liftened to.
The prefent is a feafon of recefs, and any mat-
ter of this kind can now be eafily brought into
confideration ; the fooner, therefore, that you
make your propofition, the better. Iam not
afraid but that we fhould prevail to have the
Sfinall beef {ent at large, if we could draw an
effe¢tual line between it and the kind our own
people are fupplied with ; for I think the firft
objett I mentioned is of much greater impor-
tance than the fecond ; and if that can be ob-
tained, the other might be lefs regarded. I |
am going to Bath to drink the water the re-
mainder of this month, and hope to be honour-
ed with your commands upon my return, which
will give great pleafure to, and be punctually
executed by, &c.

WILLIAM KNOX

No.
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No. XL1V.

7o Wirriam Krox, . Efg.

7 Edmund’s Bury, Oé. 23, 1778,
Dear Sir,

I DEFERRED acknowledging the receipt of
your very kind letter of the gth inftant, until I
had again fpoke to Sir Richard Heron upon the
{ubject of it, which, indeed, I had repeat-
edly done before : he affured me that my Lord
Licutenant and he bad ufed every arguniem‘ they
could think of to have the embargo upon finall beef
taken off, or at leaft relaxed, butin vain; however
he faid he would, at my requeft, makeanother
effort for the purpofe, fince I feemed to think
there was 4 poflibility that might fucceed. Yet
I confefs to you I have little expectations from
it ; the fame principles upon which it was firft
faid on, fhill {fubfift, and will continue it. How
confiftent they are either with juftice or good

,policy I will not prefume to examine ; but this
‘T am certain of, that hitherto it has anfwered

Y no
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2@ be exported.

An& ;O“E:cdic_nt Aervant,
EDM. PERR L.

e, LV,

Fapers avbich procuved the Revacation
Embarge.on drifh Provifiens, Dec. 948,

THE ntestion of Jaying and .continuing
the embarge en the exportation -of beef and
pork from Treland was to fecure 2 fafficient Lop-
ply for our fleets and armies, and to prevent the
rebels and Frenchdrom getting them. “Thers
15 no reftraint wpon the -quantity #har may ‘be
fent to our ewn Hlands, but only fhat the fhips
muft Gil with convoy, and give bopd to deliver
their cargoes according to their declaration.—
This reftraint has operated fufficiently for pre-
verting clandeftine expertations to the French
,ﬂaur’lu. or the rebellious provinces. The cag.-
Yoz SR
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tinuance of it therefore may be expeted to
have the like operation, and on that account it
ought to be continued 3 but the refiraint of
exporting to all Eurgpe except France, does not.
appear {0 neceflary, The Frencb fleets and
‘trading fhips have not been kept in port for
want of Irifth provifions, and thould the French
get them through Spain or Holland, their, doing
{o will not ferve to augment their navy, and
will therefore be no injury to Great Brtain,
They can néw get fupplied with Danifh and
Swedifh provifions in the fame manner as they
will then get the Irith. They cannot then fo
eafily fend the Irith provifions to their ilands
as they now can the Danifh or Swedifh, for
thé Danith or Swedith may go in fafety in thelr
own thips to St. Euftatia, or St. Croix, and
have only the rifk of being taken between thofe
iflands and the French, but the Irith provifions,
if fent from France, will have the rifk of being
taken in Europe, as well as in the Weft Indies,
The taking off the embargp therefore upon the
exportation of Irifh beef and pork, to all parts
of Europe, except France, cannot be of any
public detriment, but it will greatly ferve Ire-
land, for the Spaniards and Portuguefe Will
have it for their fhips and fettlements, The

I ~ Freach
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French will endeavour to get it in preference to
what they now make ufe of, but the demand
on the whole will not be {o great as to interfere
with our own fupplies, nor will the fame {ort
of beef that we want be called for by the French
Spaniards, or Portuguefe, '

No. XLVL

 Exiraét of a Letter from Mr. EpEN, 70 My,
| Knox.

Dublin C&ﬂ/e, Nov. 28, 1481,
My dear Sir,

THIS meﬂencer carries the remainder of
- our money bills, and I fincerely hope they may
be returned without delay or alteration. Pray
write to me by return of this meflenger, and
give me your fentiments and advice upon the
{ubjeét of a national Bank for Ireland. T have
many ideas upon it, whenever I can find time
to digeft them, and I fee the importance of the
prefent government taking the lead in the mea-
fure, and managing it indeed before they bring
it into Parllament, Since that eftablifhment
 muft
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soult fooner or later be made, and itis wery of
fential to the interefts of the nation to make -
this alfo a link of connettion.
Believe me, my dearSir, 7
Faithfully and affeGionately,
Your's, &c.

W. EDEY,

No. 'XLVI“L'

Fxctralt of a Letter from Mr. Kvox to M.
EDEN.

%z’fteb,al[, December 6, 1780

My dear Sir,

ONE batch of your bills is gone back, and
the other, I believe, will very foon follow
You defire my thoughts upon a national Bank
for Ireland. It is an ill time for one who s
juft become a bankrupt in one part of the wotld
to think of eftablithing a fyftem of credit it
another ; but you fhall have what occurs, and
as it is a fubje& 1 have often deliberated upos,

_the lefs confideration will now be neceflarye
gTh&
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(The whole of this letter being upon.a fubject
of o0 delicate a nature for the public eye, fhort
extratls of the plan is only given.) The plan
of the Bank of England is, for commercial pur-
pofes, the moft perfect that can be imagined,
and it has the advantage of long experience and-
tnfinite fuccefs to recommend it. The interior
of it is wonderfully regular, to come at the
knowledge of it you muft buy one of the
elerks at any price, for the ceconomy of it 1s
kept a fecret. I know a good deal of i, but
snot fuflicient to fketch the plan,

"Fhe Bank thould be reftrained from lending
money uvpon lands er purchafing; but they
fhould be at Liberty to lend upon Government
fecurities, 'To extend the circulation of your
notes, from which all the benefit te the natien
mruft arife, as by that means the public ftock
will be augmented, which is the great thing

, mow wanted, pafs an a&, making Irith cur-
rency the fame as Englith, and then the Bank
notes will gain a circulation here, and through-
out alf England and Scotland ; but you muft
have a: correfponding houfe here, as the Briftol
banks have, to give cath for Irifh Bank notes.

""Ehe alteration of the currency would have

another
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another good effect; it would aflift you with
loans from this and other countries, as all peo-
ple would know what they were to receive, de-
duéting a commiffion, which they cannot now
do, embarraffed by the difference of exchanges.
It would anfwer politically alfo, by removing
a diftin&ion between the two kingdoms, which
is of no fort of ufe to either; for you are too
well informed of the nature of money to fup-
pofe the increafing the nominal value of the
{pecie will ferve to reftrain it in any country.
And fHill further to promote the circulation of
* their notes, and give the government a claim
to their afliftance, all the receivers of the re-
venue fthould be ordered to fend their money
to the Bank ; but the fame caution fhould be
ufed by the Irith exchequer, asis ufed here,
to prevent the idea of Bank notes being lawful
tender. The exchequer never offers to pay in
notes, a clerk of the Bank fits there, andupon
your defiring notes, hands over to the Teller
the fum wanted. Your Tellers and Recetwvers
General will not greatly like my propofitions,
efpecially that one of the Colleors remitting
to the Bank ; but you can compenfatc; them by
increafing their falaries, for the thing muft be
done, or your Bank will fail of its utlity t

‘ the
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the public, from the want of circulation, for
the colleGors being remitters to the Bank,
will be glad to take Bank notes, and thus
every one of them throughout the kingdom,
will become a cathier for the Bank., I know
the colle¢tors make a profit by remitting mer-
chants and manufacturers bills, but if you
oblige them to remit weekly, they will not
always be able to get good bills, and muft take
Bank notes, ‘

I have another plan to propofe in addition to
that of a national bank, with the fame view
of increafing the national ftock of money, and -
pointed efpecially to the improvement of the
1ands; but while the Britith go{fernment 1s giv=
ing an intereft of 6 per cent. it 1s in vain to
think of carrying it into execution.

- WILL. KNOX,

Z No.,
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No. XLVIIL

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Knox. to-the Marguis
of BUCKINGHAM, dated 27th February, 17,88,.-

AS 1 was fo fortunate as to be the firft who
was able to prevail with an Englith Adbminifhra:
tion, to confider the extenfion of the trade of
Ireland, as promotive of the profperity of Great
Britain, and in confequence of that perfuafion,
obtained for 'Ireland, a participation in her
fitheries and colony trade, and had alfo the good
fortune to frame fuch regulations for carrying
it on, as proved fatisfattory to the Englifh e
nufaturer, and gave content to the people of
Ireland ; T have always felt it my duty upon
every occafion; when my fervice was required
or my opinion afked, to take the interefts of
Ireland into confideration with thofe. of Great
Britain, and endeavour to procure for the Irith
commerce the fame advantages that were pro-
pofed to be given to that of Great Britain ; and
having been lately applied to for a plan for ex-
tendm@ and accelerating the correfpondence be-
tween this country and North America, and the
Weft India Iflands, I did not fail to point out

in the one I propofed, the manner in which
Treland
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‘Treland might be admitted to partake of its ad-
vintages : but as my prefent private fituation
“gives me no official intercourfe with miniftérs;
I can do-no more than point out the method, and
muft leave the enforcing it to abler hands ; and
as I know none more {o than your Excellency’s,
I truft you will pardon the liberty I have taken
of fending you the enclofed complete copy of
my plan, that your Excellency feeing its whole
‘extent, and the feveral relations it combines;
may be the better able to judge of its impor-
tance; and whether the conne@ing Ireland
with it, in the manner I have propofed, be an
obje& worthy your Excellency’s attention. Iami
happy to fee your Excellency take the lead in a
meafure, [the reduction of the national intereft, ]
which I have often heard my ever dear and ho-
noured friend, your Excellency’s late fathet,
{peak of as highly neceflary to be adopted ; arid
1 thought it juft to his memory, -which I fhall
never ceafe to revere, to mention his intention
of doing fo, in my late Parnphlet* upon the
Commercial Treaty 5 and I hope the redu&ion
of the Englith legal intereft, which I then fuco

* -Helps to a Right Underftanding the Merits of the
Commercial Treaty with France, addreffed to the mem-
bers of both Houfes of Parliament. Printed for J.

Debrett, Piccadilly.
| 7z 2 gefted,
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vefted, will take place, as that will obviate 4
objetions to the reduction your Excellency has
~propofed in Ireland. Your Excellency hasa
wide field for the difplay of your great abilities,
and the fufpenfion (for it is no more) of emi
gration to America, which the unfettled ftate of
that country occafions, furnithes a fingularly
glorious opportunity for their application; and
I beg your Excellency to believe, that whatever
little affiftance it may be in my power to give,
for the furtherance of your Excellency’s mea-
fures for the public welfare, will be at all times
moft cheerfully afforded, by him who has the
honour to be, with the greateft refpet and
elteem,

Your’s &c.

No. XLIX.

Paper fent to Mr. Rosg, Dec. 9, 1787, 1 bl
laid before Mr. P1TT.

AMONG the circumftances of good which
may be extratted from the great evﬂ of the
American war, and its unf01tunate termina-
tion, the ftop put to emigration from Great
Britain and Ireland to America, is the moft im-
portant, as 1t affords Government a fair occafion

1 of
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of not only retaining but increafing its fubjects,
and adding to the national wealth, by increaf-
ing the produés of the lands, and extending
manufadtures. The event has fhewn how very
unwife the old policy of unbounded colonization
was, but the purfuit of the fame {yftem, after the
experience we have had of its pernicious tenden-
cy, would be ftill more culpable; and as we have
the means of providing for the accommodation
of many more inhabitants than the Britfth
iflands contain, let us ufe at leaft equal en-
deavours to induce thofe we have to remain
with us, as were formerly put in pradice, to
tempt them to emigrate to America. Inftead
of holding out gratuitous grants of lands in Ame-
rica, with fupplies of provifions and ivorking
tools, civil and religious eftablithments without
expence, exemption from taxes, bounties on
their produds, to excite the ftarving inhabitants
of the Scotch iflands to abandon their oppref-
five landlords, high-rented lands, burthenfome
taxes, want of markets for their {canty produce,
and of civil authority and religious inftruction
for their comfort and protection; let us induce
them to cultivate thofe not unfertile diftri&ts by
fimilar indulgences, and try if we can colonize
the Hebrides, Orkneys and Shetland Iflands,

| ‘ and
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and the unimproved tralts in Wales, at as {img]]
an expence as we have been at to furnith Novs
Scotia, St. John’s and Cape Breton with inhabi.
tants. Plans for this purpofe are what T have
to propofe, but I will not offer them at the ha.
zard of their being converted into jobs, or being
defeated through the ignorance or {elf-interefted
views of thofe to whom the execution of them
may be committed. No man has ever had the
fame opportunities I have had of acquiring com-
mercial and colonial information, and very few
have had the like occafions to combine what they
may have attained, with the knowledge of the
political interefts of this country : and the great’
fuccefs which has attended the regulationsThave
advifed, warrant me in faying, I availed myfelf of
them. Norhaswant of integrity, or the preferring
my private interefts to thofe of the public, -ever
been imputed to me. I do not therefore con:
ceive I fhall expofe myfelf to the charge of atro-
gance, in propofing myfelf .as the moftfitito
conduét fuch an undertaking, and I am ready
to do it without any {tipulaticn ‘of emolument,
or looking for other gratification than the con-
fcioufnefs of having effentially ferved my coun
try, and teftified my gratitude to my moft g
cious Sovereign, whofe {pontaneous bount;y res
lieved me When I was diftrefled.

THE END.
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RIGHT HONOURABLE

LORD RAWDON.

My Lorp,

TH E volume which I have now
the honor to prefent to your Lord-
thip, and“your refpe&able fociety,
contains propofitions and reafonings
- refpe&ing obje&s of the higheft im-
portance to Great Britain, and although
they, as well as what I before publith-
ed, are extra official, yet, inafmuch as
they are the propofitions and rea~
fonihgs ‘of one who was a princi-
pal afor in the executive Governe
ment, at the time thefe very im-

A _-sportant
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portant matters to which 'tHey feoa
fer were tranfaéted ; they have the
advantage of experience over the
more fcientific plans and {yftems
of the mere political {peculatift,
and it is in the hope that they
may ferve to check that ardour for
reform, and thirft for innovation,
which feems to be the charaéerif-
tic of the prefent {peculators upon
the conftitution, and to indifpofe
Parliament to adopt their Utopian
chimeras, that I now lay them be-
fore the public. The interpofition
of your fociety will, upon fuch oc-
cafions, be of the greateft ufe; for
there are many propofitions which,
however idle or extravagant they
may be in themfelves, or perni-
cious in their confequences, minif-
ters, even if they are not themfelves

de-
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deceived,  cannot refift without ha-
_zafding the lofs of Popularity, and
depriving themfelves of the fup-
port of many very refpectable Mem-~
bers of Parliament, who are not
~accuftomed to extend their views
far into futurity, or to contemplate
fuch obje&ts in all their relations,
{fome inftances of which I have given
in the former volume; but I will here
mention one which has a more par-
ticular reference to the principal
{ubje& of this; the a& for abolifh-
ing the heritable juri{diéions in
Scotland, and depriving the High-
landers of their peculiar drefs, which
I will undertake to prove has, by
its operation, done more mifchief
to Great Britain and greater 1n-
jury to the Highlanders themfelves
than the two Rebellions, which they
were made the inftruments of fupport-

mg
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ing through their attachment to
their chiefs; and when the zealots
for univerfal liberty come with their
fine fpun theories, for promoting the
happinefs of the French Canadians,
by converting them into Englith Re-
publicans: I beg your {ociety will
‘take the former and the prefent
ftate of the North Britith iflands
into your confideration, with the
papers which are now Prefentéd to

your Lordfhip, and them
by your Lordthip’s
moft faithful and
moft obedient Servant,
WILL. KNOX.

EXTRA
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EXTRA OFFICIAL

STATE PAPERS.

WH OEVER compares the vaft impor-

“tance and extenfive confequences of
the revolt of the thirteen American provin-
ces, with the infignificance of its immedi-
ate caufe, will find abundant reafon to clafs
it among thofe wonderful events, which baf-
fle all human prefcience to forefee, or ratio-
- cination to account for. That a people the
moft generally well informed of any nation
upon earth, in the full pofleflion of the great
bleffings of civil and religious liberty, cherlfh-
ed and proteéted by a ﬁate that had lately ex-
erted the greateft power the world ever faw,
increafing in numbers, and advancing in prof-

r . pemy
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perity béyond all former example of the depen-
dencies of great empires, Improving in every
art and fcience, and rifing into confideration
among the greateft and moft. enlightened na-
tions, fhould at once renounce all the advan-
~ tages they derived from fuch a fituation and con-
neftion ; expofe themfelves to the refentment
of their parent prote&tor and benefattor ; facris
fice their fitheries and commerce upon which
they had fubfifted and profpered, and involve
themfelves in a war with the greateft maritime
power that ever exifted, without troops, with-
out armed fhips, without revenue, without {pe-
cie money, and without credit, for no greater
injury, no greater infult or oppreflion, than an
adherence to a fundamental principle of the re-
lation 1 which they had been firft planted, and
always remained, and which they had all ac-
knowledged to be neceflary to preferve the con-
nection they had o conftantly profefled their
fatisfattion in, and earneft defire to perpetuate :
The regulation of their trade by tages upon
their imports, exercifed in a manner fo far
from burdenfome or oppreffive, that it aftu-
ally produced a faving to the country: bythe
commutation of a duty of eighteen pence paid
m England upon tea, and undrawn back upon.

2%
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exportation to the Colonies, for one of twelve
pence paid there upon its importation, is an in-
ftarice of infatuation unparalelled in the hiftory
of mankind, and not to be compared with any
other marvellous events that ever happened,
but {uch as are to be found in the war it pro-
duced, arifing out of the more unaccountable
mifmanagement of the prodigious land and
fea force, Great Britain fent againft the revol-
ters, and in the termination of that war by
the grant of not only every thing they had
contended for, butin the ceflion of much more
territory than they had ever made any claim
to,

Marvellous, however, and unaceountable as
thefe events appear upon this ftatement of
them, I am neverthelefs well convinced, that
fufficient fecond caufes may be affigned for
their produdion, without having recourfe to
the immediate interpofition of Providence,
which, however right and proper it is to ac-
knowledge to be the fupreme direGtor and-
controuler of all the affairs of men, yet, as
we are allowed to be free agents and accoun-
table for our condu&, we ought to employ that
reafon which is given us for our guidance in

B | the
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the inveftigation of the human means by which
effe@s are produced, and in rendering them
as beneficial, or at leaft as inoffenfive to us,
as we poflibly can, I fhall therefore endeavour
to trace the caufes which predifpofed the inha-
bitants of the thirteen American provinces, to
embrace the occafion which the exercife of the
power of Parliament to impofe port duties, in
the inftance of the tea duty, afforded them of
throwing off their dependehce upon Great Bri-
tain, as by developing them we fhall obtain
fuch juft notions of the policy of our anceftors
who planted thofe Colonies, of their utility to
this country, and of the neceflary or probable
confequences of their growth and profpérity,
as may be of ufe in the confideration of the
proper management of thofe which remain to
us; for however ridicutous the Irifhman’s cu-
viofity appears in anfwering our inquiry of the
way to any place by aﬂ_mc us where we came
from; I conceive there is more good fenfe
in the queftion, than thofe who laugh at him
are aware of ; for what motive can be more
forcible to prevail with us to follow a right
direCtion in future, than the conviction of has
ving  gone wrong hlmerto,. |

That
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That I might faithfully difcharge the truft
repofed in me, it was my firflt care, after my
arrival in Georgia, to make myfelf acquainted
With_ the Conftitutions of the feveral American
provinces, their laws, internal regulations,
Ttate of improvement, and the nature and ex-
tent of their trade, and above all their difpo-
fitions towards Great Britain ; and it was with
no {mall degree of aftonifhment, I perceived a
total want of plan or {yftem in the Britith Go-~
vernment, as wellat the time of their eftablith-
ment, as in their futur¢ management, that the
feeds of difunion were fown in the firft planta-
Ition in every one of them, and that a general
difpofition to independence of this country
prevailed throughout the whole. It was the
knowledge I had thus acquired of their cir-
cumftances and withes, which enabled me
to tear off the mafque fromall their profeflions
of loyalty to the King, and attachment to
-Great Britain ; and to expofe and confute all

their arguments in fupport of their claim of
exemption from the authority of Parliament,
whilft they enjoyed the privileges of Britith
{ubje@s, in my Review of the American Con-
troverfy, which I publithed in the year 1768,
and it muft afford no fmall degree of confola-

Ba tion



tion to the people of this country, undet
the burdens impofed by thie war, and their
mortification at its ill fuccefs, to find reafon to
believe, that had America continued a part of
the Britifh empire for half a century longer,
under the fathe mode of Government as fuli-
fifted in the feveral provinces before the war,
the navigation, manufaures, and’a great part
of the people of Great Britain and Ireland, would
moft probably have tranfported themfelves thi-
ther, and reduced thisceuritry to a ftate of much
greater imbecillity than the vaft inereafe of the
public debt, and the weight of taxes impofed
i confequence of the American war, has oc-
cafioned. ‘To make this appear, I {hall proceed
to lay before you a ftate of the Conftitutions
of their Governments, and of the circum-
ftances of the feveral provinces before theif
revolt, in the concife manner I have been ac-
cuftomed to prepare information for Minifters,
who of all things abhor long papers.

The objet of making difcoveries in Northi
America was at firlt to procure gold, and that
failing, a trade with the natives for their
furs, peltry, and tobacco was adopted; for
which purpofe, Charters of Incorporation, 3c--

cording
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éording to the ideas of trade then entertained,
were granted by James I. to two companies
refiding in London, as I have ftated in my
Review, who.were empowered to make laws
and regulations for trading Houfes or Colonies
which they might eftablith in every part of
America, from the latitude 34, to the latitude
45, which includes the whole fea” coaft from
the prefent fouth boundary of Virginia, to
the frontiers of Nova Scotia; under thefe
charters the country called New England was
fettled, {feveral of the Englith republicans having
purchafed a right to do fo from the Virginid
companies, and tranfported themfelves thither
to efcape the abomination of defolation coms=
mitted by Bifhop Laud, in removing the com-
"munion table from the center to the eaft end.
of the church, and calling it the altar, and ap-
pointing the 7th verfe of the z4th Pfalm to be
chaunted when he entered St. Paul’s, and there
modelled the Government to their own hu-
mour. And when Charles II. afterwards
granted {eparate charters to the Governor and
Company of the Englith Colonies of Connec-
ticut and Rhode Ifland, he gave them all fuch
indulgences as he hoped would entice the
remaining puritans to remove thither, as to the

king-
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Eimgdom }y‘ Jaints 5 and it is a real fa@ thet
thofe two Colonies were not a whit more under
the controul of the King’s civil authority be-
fore the revolt, than they now are as Indepen~
dent States. ‘'This policy of getting rid of bad
or turbulent fubje&s is alfo to be difcovered
in the charters or grants to Penn, of Pennfjl-
vania, and of Maryland to Lord Baltimore,
and the Navigation Alts of that reign, which
made fome regulations refpecting the export
of their produés and import of manufaGures,
leaves the regulation of their internal policy
to themfelves. In the grant of Carolina, fome
intention 1is difcoverable of rendering that
country an ally in future to this, by the efta-
Rlithment of an ariftocratic power, under the
denominations of Margraves, Landgraves, and
Barons, to whom grants of lands were made
mn proportion to their dignity for its fupport.
The Lords proprietors {feem, however, to have
forgot that the ariftocracy of England had {oie-
times proved too ftrong for the King, and
that it was not improbable the Carolina nobles
would be too hard for their Governor, and ac-
cordingly it {o happened ; for they prefently ¢x-
ported his Excellency as a remittance to the
proprietors, the only one I believe they ever

I received
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received from their principality. ‘The Truf-
tees of Georgia, made wife by all former ex-
perience, adopted a different plan from all their
predeceflors. © They kept their ariftocracy as
well as their legiflature at home, for they
made laws here and fent them over ready cut
and dry to the fettlers, with their civil and mili-
tary Governor General Oglethorpe. *  The ufe

' the

% Nothing is more eafy than for a military com-
mander at a diftance from home to acquire a high re-
putation for 1kill and valour, if he happens to be
conneted withjan oppofition, who never fail to puff off
his exploits, while the Minifters for their own fake
are filent upon his mifcondudt. So it fared with Ge-
neral Oglethorpe, when he commanded in Georgia,
He took it into his head to attempt reducing St. Phillip’s
caftle at St. Auguftine, a regular fort, fituated beyond
the reach of any fhip of force; built of an excellent
material called Tappy, a concretion of fhells, which
hardens in the air, but produces no fplinters' when
frruck by a cannon ball.  He landed his regiment, one
of the beft that ever was in the King’s fervice, upon
the ifland of St. Aniftatiz, and conftruéted a battery
of two guns, I forget of what caliber, within random
fhot of the caftle, between which and him there wasa na-
vigable ftreight of the fea after firing {everal fhot and
breaking fome of the windows, he removed one of his
two gups from the ifland to the Main and placed it on

' : the
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the Truftees made of their legiflative powers,
may be feen in pages 162, 163 and 164 of

oy

the oppofite fide of the caftle by way of double attack
The caftle ftill holding out, the General confidered that
the Englifh mob were accuftomed to hear of the taking
of the townsin Flanders before the citadels, and deter-
minedto furnifh hisfriends with a paragraph forthe newfx
papers {uited to their tafte; he accordingly ordered the
town of St. Auguftine to be ftormed. The town
confifted of a few Palmetta huts, and its fortifications
were a Palmetta hedge for keeping in the cattleof the
inhabitants, This hedge the foldiers attacked fword in
hand, and cut their way through it, and actually got
poffeffion of the town without the lofs of a man; and
{o having prepared the populace to applaud his condud,
and to impute his failure in not taking the caftle, to
the inclemency of - the weather, want of camp equipage,
or of green forage, or perhaps want of orders from
home, he re-embarked his regiment and returned to
Georgia, His expedition, however, gave the Spa-
niards fuch an alarm, that they determined to diflodge
bim from Georgia, and accordingly fitted out a very
confiderable land and fea force from the Havannahto
attack him in his newly built town and newly cona
firuéted fort at Frederica, which ftood upon a branch
of the river Alatamaha, about eight miles from its
entrance into the fea, at a Sound which he called St.
Simons, formed by the iflands of St. Simons and
jekyﬂ. When the Spanifh fleet arrived in, tﬁ,@ Sound,

the
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‘rmy Review, and the refult was, that after

continuing in pofleflion of the country near
o ' twenty

the commander of the troaps propofed they fhould
fail directly np to the town of Frederica, or as mear
to it as the depth of the water would allow tht,-:rri,, but
the admiral would mot truft his Majefty’s thips in fo
pnarrow ariver, and the troops, abaut four thoufand,
were landed on the ifland at a place wheve Oglethorpe
had conftructed fomething of a look-eut poft, but in
which there were no men, as his whale rggiment was
with him at Frederica. The Spaniards finding no op-
pofition at their landing, began theiy march imme- )
diately, but as the whole ifland was covered with
wood, except a3 few open places that had been for-
merly cultivated by the Indians, which are called Old
Fields or Savannahs, and only a narrow paffage cut
- through by way of road ta the town, they could take
no cannon or baggage with them, and could only pro-
reed two a-breaft, which made their march fo tedious,
that Oglethorpe had time to be apprized of their rout
before they had made any canfiderable advance towards
him, and he difpatched Serjeant Sutherland with twenty
men and about forty Chickefaw Indians who were with
him, and whem he had brought to obey ¢ommand,
to oppofe their progrefs by taking poffeflion of a little
$avannah which lay about four miles from the town,
But before Sutherland’s party arrived the Spaniards
were already got there, and finding a little pond of
frefh water in the middle of it, and the day being ex-
G tremely
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twenty years, dnd expending to the amount of
fourfcore thoufdand pounds of public and pri-

vate

tremely hot, the whole body fat down upon the grafs
to breakfaft, in which fituation they were when the
moft advanced of Sutherland’s party difcovered them.
As the party had proceeded with great filence, the
Spaniards did not hear them approach, and the fkilful
ferjeant judged from their occupation he fhould have
full time to take his meafures for attacking them by
{urprize. Being no politician and unacquainted with
the modern refinements in the military and naval fer-
vices, of protracting a war for the {ake of its emolu-
ments by fuffering an enemy to. efcape when he might
be deftroyed, or of evading an occafion of rendering
an effential fervice to his King and country, in the
hope of throwing blame upon a fuperior officer and
fupplanting him in the command, or fen}ir}g the in-
terefts of a faltion at home by overturnmg 4 mmxﬁel,
the honeft Scotfman determined to avail Himfelf of
the fituation he found the enemy in to nge them a
total defeat. He accordingly dlﬁrlbuted hls little corps
i a {emi-circle under cover of a thick" Wood mixing
_the Indians among the foldlels, and WBcn every man
had got to his ﬁ'Zithl‘l, and was near enouorh to theedge
of the Savannah to make fure of d‘o,mg execution,
Sutherland gave the order to fire, ;Vhen the whole
party poured in a volley upon the af’(omfhed Spaniards,
» the Indians at the fame time fetting up their war
whoop, and running from tree to tree, fending ina

continual
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vaté monies, ‘there was not a fingle plantation
fettled in the province when they refigned

continual running fire among them; the terror and
furprize of the Spaniards deprived them of all thoughts
of refiftance; their frighted imaginations reprefented
to them all the favages of the Continent furrounding
them, they therefore left their arms upon the ground,
and without returning a fingle fhot, crouded into ‘the -
- narrow road by which they had entered the Savannah,

as many as could get into it, and thofe who could

not, run into thickeft part of the woods, where they

were hunted out by the Indians fome days afterwards,

and brought in almoft famifhed with hunger. Thofe

who got fafe to the place where they had landed, pufh--
ed off the boats which were ftill upon the beach, rowed

to their thips, and were happy to find themfelves fafe
on board again. One of their twenty gun fhips had,

in the mean time, failed up. the river, and was actually

in fight of the fort at Fréderica when the troops run

away ; fhe was inftantly called back, and Oglethorpe

feeing -her put about jumped into a canoe with a

paddle in his hand, calling out to the officers and {oldiers

who were near him to come along and drive the ene-

mry,‘ and aétually paddled himfelf down the river acon-

fiderable way in purfuit of the twenty gun fhip. The
Spanifh fleet, however, got. to fea without his over-

taking any of them; and thus ended the expedition of

that famous Armada, which Oglethorpe had the credit

“of defeating. -He was not, however, ungratefhl to

Sutherland, for he made him a lieutenant.

C 2 their
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their Charter. #  But if {o little foreﬁght of
the future greatnefs of the Golonies, and fo
little provifion for continuing their connexion
with this country, be difcoverable in the char-
ter and proprietary Governments, it might be
&expe&ed that in thofe which are denomiinated
Royé‘} -Governments, fomething more than
the powers of paperand parchment would have
been employed to render them ufeful, and re-
rain them in {ubordination to Great Britain
- But there is really no material difference be-
tween any of them, (except Quebec) and
the others. A middle eftate has, indeed, been

* When I went there with Governor Eflis, in the
year 1756, there was not a trader in the country who
imported goods from England, except the merchant
whole firft cargo went in the thip with us, and we were
fix months there before we faw another topfails The
produce of all the taxes we could devife for the public
fervices, fell thort of zool. and the only difpofable
money that remained ia the power of the Governor ¢f
the grant of Parliament was 200l. yet with thofe feanty
means, that provincé was brought to export the year
Lleftit, to the amount of 38,000ls Such are the effeéts
of 2 good and of a bad Conftitution ; of an ignorant
and a well-informed Adminiftration ; and hence may
the different progreffes made by Ireland and the Ame-
rican Colonies in the two laft centuries be accounted
for.

formed,
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formed, called his Majefty’s Council, by way

of apology for -an ariftocratic power, to act

in the double capacity of a branch of the le-

giflature and Privy Council to the Governors

‘The influence, however, of this body is too

inconfiderable to give the Crown or its Go=

vernor any effetual fupport againft the Afs
{embly, for the members hold their feats only

during pleafure, and are fufpendable by the

Governor; and as almoft all the public appoint=

ments, and all the jobs are made by the Af-

{embly, the poor Counfellors have nothing

to confole themfelves with, for the lofs of po-

pularity, by being confidered as dependants of
the Governor, but the barren and temporary

title of Honourable. Hence it 1s that the tnen

“of the greateft property and weight in the pro-
vince prefer being members of the Affemblies
to feats in the Council; and that body is now

generally compofed of the King’s officers and

planters of no great eftates or confequence in

the country. Now when in aid of that re-

Upublican difpofition which fuch conftitutions
" naturally generate, it is confidered that there
were no ecclefiaftical diftinétions or authorities

4n any of the Colonies, but that every man
might become his own prieft and fet up his
own
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owit r’elio{o‘n, and be bound to no other; Tha"i\
there are nio nobles of illuftrious anceﬁry and
great eftates ; no lucrative .places or penfions
to be d1fpofed of by the King’s feprefentative -
:imohg the members of the Affembly, but that
he himfelf is generally obliged to depend uporn
that body for his fubfiftence; it muft appear
evident to every one the leaft verfed in politi-
cal {peculations, that in proportion to the in-
creafe of the Colonies in numbers and opu+
lence, the power of the Aflemblies, aswell
in the Royal Governments, as in the. others,
muft augment, and the authority of the Crown
diminifh ; and that however long the formsand -
appearance of a Reyal Government might
‘be kept up in any of them, that a real and
pure democracy muft foon be the true: defcnpw
tion of their Conftitutions. How long the
thirteen revolted Colonies wonld have conti-
‘nued to fubmit to be called an appendage of
-the Britith Crown, if no attempt had been .
‘made by Parliament to draw a revenue from .
them, I will not pretend to fay, But-I_ do not
think I fhall hazard any contradiGtion in af-
ferting, that if that authority, or the exercife
~of itover America, had been rehnquhed by
\Parhament without a war, in thé manher it

has
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has..lately been, the republican difpofition,
“Wwhich is every day gaining ground in this ifland
and in Ireland; under the mafqué of free think-
ing and philofophy, but in truth through the
prevalence of infidelity and felf-fufficiency,
aided by the preflure of high taxes here, and
the lure of a free though illicit trade with all
the world there, together with all the other
incitements which the then orderly harmoni-
ous and profperous ftate of the American pro-
vinces held out to emigrants, but which I do
not think it proper to particularize, thefe iflands
would not long have retained their people,
nor the State its power. To fuch confe-
quences the leaders in the Colonies had always
looked forward ; and the city of Philadelphia
was univerfally confidered by them as the fu-
ture capital of an American empire, in which
the Britifh ifles and pofleflions fhould be ab-
forbed. Thefeideas of their own future great-
nefs were much heightened by the new mode
of application to the Affemblies introduced by
M. Pitt during the farmer war; that of re-
quifitions by the Secretary of State in the
King’s name, which haviﬁg opened to- them
a dire& intercourfe with the throne, led them
to affume all the importance of Parliaments,

' and
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#nd to difdain the medium of the Gevernor
for their communications with the Sovercigh.

When Mr. Grenville propofed the ftamp
duties in 1764, I was not admitted to that cop,
fidential intercourfe with him, with which he
afterwardshonored me, but from the many con-
verfations I have fince had with him upon the
fubjeét, I am convinced he had no farther pur-
pofe in propofing them, than the raifing a per-
manent revenue from America towards des
fraying the expence of the civil and military
eftablithments maintained there by Great Bri
tain, without any view or intention to alter
their Conftitutions, or to abridge their liberties
by the -operations of thofe duties; for when
I, with Dr. Franklin, Mr. Jackfon, and the
other Colony agents, reprefented to him, that
by applying the revenues arifing from them to
the defraying the civil expences of the different
- Governments, the meetings of the Affem-
blies would be rendered dependant upon the
will of the Governors, as they could carry
on their Government without any grants from
them; he readily declared he meant no fuch
thing, but that all he defired was to lay 2
ground for America to pay her own expence,

3 o a3
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as Ireland did hers; and therefore, if the af-
{emblies themfelves would make the necef-
{ary provifions ‘for their own civil Govern-
ments, he would appropriate the ftamp duties
to the mulitary only, = nd when we affured him
that the aflemblies had always done fo, and
meant to continue to do {o, he made the ap-
propriation accordingly to the military fervices
only;* but notwithftanding that appropria-
tion, the principle upon which the duties were
laid, and the cqnfequenccs that would have
followed from them, had the moft dire&t and
certain tendency to impede the Colonies in
their progrefs to independence, and the leaders
were clear fighted enough to fee that fuch
‘would betheir operation ; they faw that requi-
{itions from the Crown, which had exalted the
aflemblies into Parliaments, were no more to be
expected, and that the aflemblies would only
have to give and gfant for local purpofes; that
“the colle@ion of duties would occafion a con-
fiderable increafe in the number of perfons

* What pa,ﬁ'edhi in thefe conferences, [ related in a
pamphlet T publifhed in the year 1465, intitled, The
claim of the Colonies examined, an extra of whichl have
given in the Appendix, No, 1, as the- pamph’et itfelf is
out of print,

D hold.q
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holding offices under the Crown, and deriving
their appointments from Britith intereft, and
would be a fevere cheque upon the propaga-
tion of antimonarchical principles within the
Colonies, and upon illicit connections with fo-
reign countries; all of which would prove
great retardments of their grand views: and
upon thefe grounds, and the affurances of fup.
port they received from certain great men in
this country, it was that they determined to
refift the ftamp duties.*  But if they had fuch
powerful motives to refift thofe duties, when
their produce was appropriated to the military
fervice only, how much more ftrongly were
they ftimulated to oppofe the fubfequently im-
pofed port dutigs, when their produce was ex-

% The morning after the Refolution had paffed in the
Houfe of Commons, to repeal the ftamp a& and to bring
in the declaratory bill, I was fent for to a megting of
the oppoﬁtlon at Mr. Rigby’sin Parhament Street; when
I came there, Mr. Grenville and Mr. ngby came out.
to me and told me, the Duke of Bedford and feveral -
_ others defired to know my opinion of the effeéts which
thofe Refolutions would produce in America, My an.
fwer was in a few wordsaddrefles of thanks and mea:
Sfures of rebellion.  Mr. Grenville fmiled and fhook his
head, and Mr. Rigby fwore by G—d he thought fo,
and both Wlﬂ'led me a good mormng.

}?reﬂlg
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prefily appropriated to defray the expence of
2hesr civil eftablithment, which was fo far from
proceeding againft their hopes of greatnefs, in-
dependence and univerfal empire by fap, as the
ftamp duties would have done, that it was
attacking them by ftorm in open day ; every
man therefore faw into the defign, for every
man was able to fatisfy himfelf, that if the civil
expences of the Colony were defrayed by du-
ties impofed by Parliament, and all the officers
~paid out of it and appointed by the Crown,
their Sun of independence would be much
longer a rifing than they withed or hoped for ;
it therefore required not the aflurances of fup-
port from great men on this fide of the water,
to excite them to refift the colletion of thofe
duties, asin thecafe of the ftamp a& ; for they
faw their Diana was ftruck at, and they uni-
verfally refolved to defend her. The purpofe
for which the 12d. upon the tea was impofed,
and the precedent it was meant to eftablifh,
fuperfeded, in the minds of the Americans, all
confiderations of faving in the price by the al-
teration of the duty, and indeed of all the
dangerous confequences of refifting the pay-
ment of it; and however we may abhor the
principle which incited them to refift it, we
D2z , muft
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ﬁiuﬁ acknowledge the undertaking to be 44
tnequivocal proof, both of their {pirit and fa-
gacity. /

'~Having thus traced the caufes of this great
event, and thewn them to have been engender
ed by the Conftitutions under which the Co-
lonies were planted, the infefences which muft
be drawn from the inveftigation, ' thotigh they
do litéle credit to either the policy or integrity
of our #nceftors, will, Itraft, fufficiently juf-
tify the affertion I{et out with, viz. That the
late feparation of the thirteen Ametican Co-
loniés from the Government of Great Britainy
is not {o great an evil to this country as would
‘have been their continuance under it for half
a century loriger. But although T returned
from America, fully impreffed with ‘the dan-
gerous confequences to this country of the
Colonies continuing under their then Confti-
tutions, I did not entertain an idea of ‘thew
fo fpeedily becomihg independent, or that it
would have been wife in Great Britain to throw
them off entirely ; for on the contrary, I ima-
gined that fuch amendments might be made
in their Conftitutions, and fuch improvéments
in the {yftem (if it deferved to be called a fyf-
\ temi)
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tem) by which they had been governed, as
would produce a defire in them to continue
united with us, and render their union be~
neficial to the whole empire; and with thag
view, I drew up a papet immediately aftet the
peace of Paris, which Lord Grofvenor putinto
the Earl of Bute’s hands, whoobferved upon it
that it appeared to him to be of much greater
importance to bring our old Colonies into or«
der, than to plant new ones ;. but no fleps
were taken by his Lordfhip that T know of, for
fuch purpofe, and indeed it would have been
very difficult, if not impoffible, to have carried
through Parliament the regulations I prop‘ofed;
for the haughty fpirit of the then Commons of
England would not endure any queftion of
their emnipotence over all the members of the
Britith empire, nor would they hear of any li-
mitation or even qualification in the exercife of
it, but their own will. To have aflerted the
exiftence of righss in the aflfemblies of the Co-
lonies, or even in the Parliament of Ireland,
which they could not extinguifth or controul,
would have excited the general indignation,
and therefore the only reftraints upon theiripm-
nipotence, which I ventured to fuggeft in’the
pamphlet I publithed on the occafion of the
pro-
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propofition of the ftamp duties, ‘were fuch a3
left the authonty unr"ueﬁloned and undimi-
nithed. But my ﬁrﬁ great obje&t in the
plan of regulations I had prepared for cement-
ing a permanent union between the two
countries, was to increafe the magnitude of
the head to a nearer proportion with the vaft
body, by connefting Ireland with Great Bri
- tain in the trade with the Colonies, and taking
her weight out of the {cale of the dependen—
cies, and throwing it into that of Great Bri-
tain, by giving her the fame intereft with Great
Britain in continuing the Colonies dependeut
upon her ; and as fo many of the inhabitants of
the northern Colonies were of Irifh extracion
and related to Irithmen, the influence of their
connedtion would be the greater, and their at-
tachment the more lafting. And it was upon
thefe grounds the King’s Minifters, with
whom I had the honor to ferve, admitted Ire-
Tand into a participation in the trade with the
Colonies, in the manner T have flated in my
former publication. My fecond object was, to
amend the Colony Conftitutions by creating an
ariftocratic eftate in them; and my third, to
direét the ftream of the great men’s ambition
to this kingdom, and attach them to its prof-

penity



[ 3 1
perity and the jurMdiétion of Parliament, by
giving a certain number of them feats in the
Houfe of Commons as Colony Reprefentatives,
and it muft fill the Americans with aftonifh-
ment to be told, that the man whom they con-
fidered as their greateft enemy, the late Mr.
Grenville, approved of my plan. “This affer-
tion will, I doubt not, appear extraordinary,
even to that great Minifter’s neareft relations, for
I believe he never opened himfelf freely upon
the fubjet to any one but myfelf, and therefore
Ihave given in the Appendix, No. 2, a Lettes
from him to me, in which he touches upon
the point of the Colonies fending reprefenta-
tives. Indeed he often exprefled it to me as his
opinion, that the Colonies had juft ground of
complaint in the want of them, but be did not
propofe giving them to them, becaufe, *as he
exprefled it, he found the Houfe of Commons
would not endure the propofition ; Mr. Richard
Jackfon, agent for Conneéticut, who was his
fecretary, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, had
with his concurrence thrown it out in his
{peech againft the ftamp a&, and it was recei-
ved with univerfal difapprobation. To im-
prefs the nation with a juft refpe& and grati-
tude for the memory of that great and excel
‘ - lent
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Tent man, I have alfo annexed copies of feven
more of his Letters to me upon public affairs,
from which it muft appear how far he was
from that narrow mindednefs and feverity,
which were 1mputed to him. In one point
indeed, T thought him too limited in his ideas,
as the great Minifter of the Britith Empire, but
the people of England will not much blame
him on that account, I mean his great partia-
lity to England, in preference to all the other
parts of the King’s dominious ; for he not only
confidered England as the head and heart of .
the whole, as'it certainly 1s, but he withed ta
render every other part the mere inftrument or
conduit of conveying 11ourifhmcnt and vigor
to it. - He was not well acquainted with the
internal State of Ireland, and he knew ftill lefs
of the circumftances of the American Colo-
nies, and every encouragement that he thought
either ought to receive, had no other reference
than to the increafe of the trade or revenue of*
this country, Wehad many converfations on,
thefe topics, and as I was able to give him
much better information than he ever had an
opportunity to obtain before, and he alwaysre-
ceived it with as much candour and opennefs

to convid¥on as any man I ever knew. I am
1 well
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well perfuaded if he had been again placed at
the head of Adminiftration, neither of thofe
great Members of the Empire would have had
“to eomplain of his conduét towards them.

- The fingle point upon which we differed,
was the omnipotence of Parliament in its ju-
rifdi¢tion over the Colonies. I thought it
ought to be limited, in the cafe of taxation at
leaft, but he would confent to no fipulation
of reftraint ; but while he adhered to his prin-
ciple of an undivided uncontrolable jurifdiction
in the one fupreme legiflature of the whole
;:fnpige, he rgeant that the Colonies fhould
have reprefentatives in it, and if their applica-
-tion: for them was refufed, he would then
have confented to the giving them fome fecu-
rity againft the wanton exercife of that autho~
rity ; and it was from a commixture of the
idea I had received from him with my own,
that in an early ftage of the difpute with the
Colonies, I formed the project of a permanent
union and fettlement with them, on which ac-
count I have 'thqught it worth preferving, as
/it may be of ufe n fome future time, and have
therefore given it inthe Appendix, No. 11.
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As I have gone fo far into Mr. Grenville's
charaler, I will go a little farther in order to
do juftice to his memory, which I cannot now
be fuppofed to have any intereft to vindicate,
much lefs to flatter. Under a manner rather
auftere and forbidding, he covered a heart as
feeling and tender as any man ever poffefled.
He liked office as well for its emoluments as
its power 3 but in his attention to himfelf he
never failed to pay regard to the fituations and
circumitances of his friends, though to neithes
would he warp the public intereft or fervice
in the {malleft degree; rigid in his opinions
‘of public juftice and integrity, and firm to in-
flexibility in the confiruéion of his mind, hg
‘reprobated every fuggeftion of the political
expediency of overlooking frauds or evafions
in the payment or colleftion of the revenue,
or of wafte and extravagance in its expendi-
ture. But although he would not bend any
meafure out of the ftriét line of reitude to
gain popularity, he was far from being indif-
ferent to the good or Il opinion of the public;
and that tedioufnefs and repetition which his
fpeeches in Parliament, and his tranfa&tions
with men of bufinefs were charged with, were .
occafioned by the earnefinefs of his defire to

- fauisfy
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Yatisfy and convincé thofe he addreffed of the
purity of his motives and the propriety of his
conduct; and while there remained a fingle
reafon in his own mind, thathe thought would
ferve thofe purpofes, he could not be content
to reft upon thofe he had- already adduced,
“howevet convinced and fatisfied his hearers
appeared to be with theri:

B Inheriting but 4 {mall patrir’nonial fortune,
he had early accuftomed himfelf to a {tri& ap-
propriation of lis income, 4nd an exat ceco-
nomy in its expendituré, as the only fure
ground ori which to build a reputation for pub-
lic and private irtegrity, and to fupport a dig-
nified iidependency 3 and it was the unvaried
practice of his life in all fituations, as he has
- often told me, to live upon his own private
fortune, and fave the emoliments of whatever
office he poflefled ; on which account he ad-
ded: ¢ The belng i or out miakes no dif-
¢ ference in miy eftablithment or manner of
¢ life. Every thing goes on at home in
¢ the fame way. The only difference 1is,
¢¢ that my childrens fortunes would be in-
¢ creafed by my being in, beyond what they
¢ would be if I remained out, and that is be-

E z T «ing
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¢ ing as litle dependant upon office ag dty
¢ man who was not born toa great eftate can
s¢ poflibly be;” and he manifefted that inde-
pendence at a time and in a manner but little
known, and as the relation can now do no
harm, I {hall repeat the account he gave meof it
He had accepted the {eals of one of the Secre-
taries of State in Lord Bute’s Adminiftration,
and by {o doing drew upon himfelf the refent-
ment and abufe of the then popular party and
of fome of his own neareft relations; his re<
turn, therefore, to them, was rendered ime
praticable upon any occafion, and he had
every motive to induce him to remain with hiy
prefent conne@ion. MNotwithftanding which,
he very foon-hazarded his continuance in office
m fupport of his opinion, of what ought to be
done for the advantage of the pubhc, on the
tollowing occafion ¢

While the peace was negotiating, the ex-
pedltmn againft the szannah was carrying
on, and as the chance of its fuccefs or failure
was not very unequal, the negotiators agreed
to leave it out in their ## poffidetis, confidering
the eventas perfedly neutral 3 fo that if after
the prehmmaues wete ﬁcned, it was found to
be ‘taken, it was to be_reftcred without com-

penfation.
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penfation. - Before the preliminaries wére figria:
ed, however, the account of its capture was
received, and Mr. Grenviﬂe’immediately pro-
pofed that it thould now be included in the ##
poffidetis, and compenfation for it infifted upon,
for as the event wids decided before the preli
minaries were figned, either party was at liberty:
to avail themfelves of it. Lotrd Bute thought
the treaty was too far advanced to make any
advantage of the event being in our favour,
and he feared that our making ary freth de«
mand, would not only protrac but break off the
necro)danon 4nd prevent the peace taking place
zmmedmtely, which he thought fo neceffary
for the nition. M. Grenvﬂle was Clear in his
opinion of our right to make the demand, and
firm in infifting that it thould be made, and
propofed two alternatives for confideration.
The one, that if we judged it beft to get the
intire pofleflion of the continent of North
America, France having already agreed to cede
all Canada, that we fhould infift upon Florida
and Louifiana : the other, that if we thought
it neceflary to increafe our pofleflions in the
W@f’c Indies, beyond the three neutral iflands,
which France had alfo agreed to give us, we
thould afk Porto Rico, and the property of

what
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what we held upon the Spanith main ; and ke
left the Earl with declaring that he would re-
fign the {eals, if one of thofe alternatives was
not adopted ard infifted upon.  After confult-
ing with Mr. Fox and Lord Egremont, Lord
Bute agreed to make the demand of Florida
and Louifiana, and inftrutions to that purpofe
were immediately difpatched to the Duke of
‘Bedford, who made {o able and {trenuous an
application in confequence of them, that the
Duke de Choifeul not only confented to cede
Louifiana, but obliged the Spanifth Miniffer to
cede Flonda alfo; without fending to his Court
for freth orders, and the preliminaries were not
- delayed more than a fortnight by the demand
and acquifition of that immenfe territory *:

- % The reftoration of. Florida and the ceffion of
Louifiana to Spain, were made with the like ignorance
and facility in 1783, by our negotiators. We had
joined Louifiaria and Florida together, and divided the
whole country into two provinces, under the names of
Eaft and Weft Florida. . That tranfaction,.it feems;
was too far back to come within the reach of the Minif-
ter’s own comprehenfion, and the heterogeneous group
. of negociators they employed, were unable to affift their
memories, and therefore the whole country was given
to Spain as ber own Florida, without any notice of the
addition of L.ouifiana or the leaft ‘qompenfation for it.

As
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As it was Mr. Grenville’s conftant and peCU-

liar practice to keep copies of all the letters he

ever writ, and a man’s chara&er is beft known
by his correfpondence, his noble defcendant has

it in his power, and no one is more able to oblige
and inftrué the nation with a complete hlﬁory
f his pohucal life and opinions ; Ithalltherefore
wind up the charaéter I have been endeavour-
ing to give of that great and excellent man,
by -the recital of a fa&, which at the fame
- time it marks the leading features in the cha-
ratter of another diﬁinguifhéd perfon, as well
as. Mr. Grenville, will thew to mankind how
juftly great minds are capable of a&ing and
thinking towards each other, whatever may be
the difference of their political fituations; and
it will {ferve to inculcate this very ufeful and
neceflary leflon to all thofe who undertake or
aim at the confidential {ubordinate offices of the
State, viz. that the fureft means of obtaining
the efteem and copfidence of their new prin-
¢ipals is to maintain unfullied honor and ine
't;egrity with former conne&ions, When the
Earl of Hilllborough {fent to me and offered
me the joint under fecretaryfhip with Mr.
Pownall, I told his Lordfhip, that I then was,.
and had been for a lond tlme, honored with

grcat' ,
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great intimagy and friendthip by Mr. Grenvills;
that I was poflefled of many of his public
jdeas and opinions, collected or rather imbibed
in the feveral confidential coverfations I had
with him; and that therefore, however happy
1 thould be to undertake an office under his
Lordthip, which fo imntirely correfponded with
my views and habits, I could not think of
making any engagement without firft commu- _
nicating his offer to Mr. Grenville, and re-
ceiving his approbation. The noble Earl re.
plied, that he knew of my connection with Mr.
Grenville before he fent to me, and that if I
had not faid what I did, he fhould bave enter-
tained a very different opinion of me, from
that which the confidence he intended placing
in me might thew me he then had, and that
if T had not defired permiffion to acquaint Mr,
Grenville with the offer he had made me, he
thould have told me I ought to doit, Iac-
eordingly went down to Wooton, where }
knew Mr. Grenville then was, and was received
by him with that kindnefs and affeGion which
he always. thewed me. I did not, however,
think it right to acquaint him immedately
with the particular occafion of my coming,
but waited firft to learn from him what were

1 hug
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his own purpofes or views refpeting public
‘matters, and efpecially with regard to his ex-
petations of coming into office, for I confider-
ed that by informing him of the offer made to
me, and afking his opinion whether I thould
accept or refufe it, I thould lay him under the
difficulty of either allowing me to quit him>
though he might be defirous that I fhould
continue with him, or give me a fironger
claim to fervice from him, by preventing me
from taking what had been offered me by
Lord Hillfborough, than he might chufe to
do. He very foon thewed me that all referve’
“and caution upon the {ubje&t were unneceflary,
by telling me that he found his health and fj pi-
rits very much declined ; that he had given
up all thoughts of office, and did not with to
take any ative part in public bufinefs; that
he hated being in oppofition, but had been
dragged into it by Lord Temple, who impu—'
ted his indifpofition to take a part to his keep-~
ing up old refentments, which God knew, he
faid, he was the fartheft man in the world
from entertaining upon account of any differ-
ence of opinion in public meafures ; but added
he, if I had meant to return to office, I am

fure I fthould have been many pikes length
o F nearer
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nearer 1t, had I continued walking about thefs
grounds, than by a conftant attendance in the
Houfe of Commons, for I know the King will
not be forced, and he ought not 3 but, he conti-
- nued with a deep figh, and putting his hand
upon his fide, T am no longer capable of fer-
ving the public, my health and f{pirits are
gone: the only thing I have any intention of
doing, is to endeavour to give fome cheque
to the abominable proftitution of the Houfe of
Commons in Eleftions, by voting in whoever
has the fupport of the Minifter, which muft
end in the ruin of public liberty if it be not
chequed. I then told him the offer that had
been made to me, which he faid he was very
glad of ; for he was pleafed to fay, it was with
regret he had thought it would never bein
his power to be.of any ufe to me, in retumn
for all the attention I had thewn to him: thas
it was his with that all his friends fhould ac-
cept of fituations which they thought honora-
ble and proper for them, without any atten-
tion to him, and as he thought me very fis
for the office, he would advife me to accept it
if I felt no obje@ions in my own mind. Ian
{wered, that I certainly had none, as I liked
the fituation, and had the greateft refpe&t and

| efteem
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efteem for the principal, and withed much to
be conneéted with his Lordthip ; but that one
difficulty remained which I could not get over,
and that was, the apprehenfion that the inter-
ruption which my fituation muft neceffarily
occafion in that intercourfe and confidence
which he had honored me with, and which I
prized above all confiderations, might abate the
friendfhip he had thewn me, or leflen me in
his efteem ; but he aflured me, that it thould
not do either, for that he ftheuld continue to
entertain the fame good opinion of me which
- he then had, and indeed, the anfwer which he
fent me to the'letter 1 writ to him after I
‘returned to town and had accepted the ap-
pointment of Under Secretary, which I have
given in the Appendix, No. 10, will teftify
that he did fo,

The Earl of Hillfborough was fo fully per-
fuaded of the dan-geroﬁs confequences to this
country and Ireland, of extending the fettlements
in the North American Colonies, that I had no
occafion to make his Lordfhip any reprefenta-
tions upon that fubjet. A very judicious mea-
fure which he had planned and promoted for
eolnﬁ'ni‘,ng them on the eaft fide to the heads of

| Fa the
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the rivers which fall into the Atlantic Ocean,
was then carrymng into execution, anda boun-
dary line was actually drawn and marked out a
the backs of them all, from the Hudfon’s River
to the Miffiflippi, and treaties were made with
the Indians for reftraining the fettlements with-
in it. In thismeafure all the great land-owners
in the Colonies heartily concurred, as they
clearly perceived that by confining the inhabi-
tants to the lands already located, the value of
their unfettled Iands muft neceﬂérﬂy increafe,
they therefore made a temporary fufpenfion of
their purfuit of independence, for the fake of
their immeﬂiate profit, and paﬁ'gd laws 0 all
the Provinces confirming the treaties with the-
" Indians, and defcribing the boundary line as
~ the extent of legal Junfdlr‘hon. The fettle-
ments on the fide of Canadawere alfo reftrain-
¢d to the accefs .by navigation, by Royal n-
ﬁ:ru@tlons at the fame time. But his Lotdthip
foon after conceiving that all his meaﬁnes Of,
reftraint would be bloke L‘noum by the coun-
tenance fhcwn to I\/Ir° \Vhaxton 's 1pphcat10ﬂ:
for a grant of a tradt of Jands upon the Ohio,
iufﬁClCDt to form a fepara government, I¢-
ﬁ@ned the feﬂs I remembﬂ faymor to hLS
Lordfhip upon ‘that occafion, that although 1
entnely,



[ 45 ]
entirely agreed with him in the wifdom and
fitnefs of his meafures as a Britith Minifter,
yet as they had for their obje, the keeping .
wafte a vaft portion of the carth, for the
advantage of thefe little iflands, his policy
militated {o direétly againit the evidem: purpofe
Qf the Creator, that I was fure he would not
{uffer it to fuccced_, and that we muft look to
be counteralted by providential difpenfations,
and indeed the late revolution in America has
thewn that I'was not miftaken in that expeta-
tion, for I am fully perfuaded that the population
and fettlement of that immenfe country, be-
tween the Allegany Mountains and the South-
ern Ocean, could not have been fo fpeedily or
certainly promoted by any other means as by
that revolution, and the events which led to
it. Fornotwithftanding the meafure of fettling
a Colony upon the Ohio had been adopted
by the Cabinet, it was never carried into exe-
cution, for the then Attorney General, now
Tord Thurlow, confidering the grant as in-
jurious to the juft rights of the Crown and the
interefts of the people, with that inflexible at-
tention to both, which Has {o eminently diftin-
guifhed his conduét in every fituation, refufed
‘uo fiat to the King's hfm manual, without

1 which
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which it could not pafs the Great Seal ; and
the former policy of confining the fettlements
within the AHegany mountains, was again
purfued ; and as that policy was equally adapt-
ed to promote the private interefts of the Co-
lony Aflemblymen, and the views of the Bri-
tith Minifters, and highly agreeable to the In-
dian Tribes, the emigrants who could have
- pafled into, or feated themielves in that coun-
try, would have been only the lawlefs or
roving woods-men, who live like the favages,
without tillage, and {upport themfelves by
hunting ; fo that many ages muit have elapfed
before the lands could have received any con-
fiderable 1mprovement. But the war having
overturned all legal authority, and the violent
and needy having become the chief rulers in
every Colony, it is their intereft to extend the
boundaries, and create eftates for themfelves
in the diftant territory ; and the weight of the
taxes the Aflemblies have been obliged to im-
pofe, in order to pay the intereft of their enor-
mous Provincial debts, and for the maintenance
of their civil eftablithments, operating with
he preflure of private debts, and lofs of mar~
kets for their produéts, and refufal of credit by
the merchanes, ftimulate the multitude to
| abandon

~
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abandon their fettlements, and remove out of
the reach of their creditors and tax-gatherers 3
and they now pafs into that country in fuch
numerous bodies, that in a very few years
thére will be more Americans to be found on
the weft, than on the eaftern fide of the Alle-
gany mountains, .

The effeéts of this population will now be-
very different from thofe which were to have
been apprehended from the eftablithment of
new Colonies, or the regular extenfion of the
fettlements of the old beyond thofe mountains,
while they remained a part of the Britith em-
pire. 'The emigrants now carry with them no
" civil compad, regulation, or jurifdiétion what-
ever ; they have no conneétion or common 1n-
tereft. ‘They are {ubject to no legal reftraints,
nor is there any coercive force to confine them
within any bounds, but their own wills and ne-
ceffities. None of the States pretend to exer-
cife authority over them ; andif they did, they
are without the means of enforcing their claims.
The‘ extent of the country before them is {o im-
menfe, and the Aborigines fo few, that there
is abundant room for every man to chufe his

own {ituation, and removs to another as often
. s
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as he diflikes or tites of that he Has fised upon,
A benign.-climate and a fruicful country fuif-
fers them to have few wants but fuch as the
individuals cani themfelves fupply. They can
therefore have but feeble incitementsto form
themfelves into ‘regular govetninentsi for
the facrifice a man fo circumftanced muft
make of his liberty and indulgences by fub-
mitting to a governrrent; will not 1 his mind
be compex*fated by the advantafres to be de-
rived from it, and fuch 1s the fac, for there
never was an inftance of a man accuﬁorﬁed to
refide among the Indians, that after his return
to the fettled country with the property he had
acquired there, that enjoyed polithed foei‘efyg'
and did not regret his former liberty. Before
the difputes with the Colonies, there were
tnany thoufand Americans who had no fixed or
legal refidence, and never defired to have any.
They provided themfelves with as many wild
horfes or neat cattle as they had occafion for,
and after taming them fufficiently to make
them draw, yoked them to a cart, into which |
they put their wives and children and ftuff, and
drove through the woods until they ‘found a
fituation thcy liked, and there they fat down.
The bark they ftrpped from the pire trees
made
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made a cover for their {tuff, and the cart.turn-
ed bottom up, became a temporary houfe for
themfelves. ‘The gun furnithed fleth, and
roafted chefnuts or other maft ferved for bread,
and the juice of the maple tree mixed with
water made their liquor, If they greatly liked
the {pot, they would plant a little corn, and
colle® a ftore of nuts and acorns, and pre-
ferve them by parching them in the fire; bug
they feldom ftaid longin a place ; and I remem-
ber numbers of them being offered lands by the
Governments of South Carolina and Georgia,
free of all charges and exempt from all taxes
for a certain number of years, and their
refufing the offer, faying, they would not
be bound to any country or any Governs
ment. In time it may be faid they muft, from
neceflity, form States and become a great em-
pire; but whoever thinks fo, let him look
upon the map of North America, and calcu-
late in what number of ages that vaft conti,
nent will be overfpread in the manner T have
been reprefenting, and fo thickly peopled as
not to allow room for farther removal, and
the inhabitants be thence forced to {ubmit to.
government, for until that happens, I will
venture to prophefy no great empire will ever:

G - be
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be formed in America, or any great force ey-
erted by the ruling powers there, except in
the manner of the eaftern Scythians or Tar-
tars, by pouring down upon the ncighbour-
ing countries. The prefent ftate of the north
of Afia may help us to form a judgement of
what will be the {tate of North and indeed of
South America alfo. The firft fettlement of the
tons of Noah, above 4000 vears ago, wasin
Armenia, and the emigrants which went to
the North and Eaft, have never been able to
cultivate that immenfe country, nor have they
formed to themfelves {fuch conftitutions of go-
vernment as European nations would call civi,
They carry on no foreign trade, have no fhipL
ping, and but little intercour{e with the reft of
the world, being equally unknowing and un-
known. They live happily notwithftanding,
and T am confident they would not change their
mode of living with the moft refined people
ij"(i)h theglobe ; and fuch will the T'ranfallegany
mountain people be 4000 years hence, if the
world lafts folong. The inhabitants of thefea
coaft, who have much property in houfes and
other buildings, and cultivated lands, muft re-
main upon the fpots they are fixed to, and muft
fubmit to fome fort of government or other; but
what-
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~ whatever it may be, it muft be feeble and with-
out refpect s for the very circumftances which
in their former condition of appendages to the
Britith empire would have conftituted their
greatnefs and opulence, will now prove the
occafion of the weaknefs and poverty of their
governments. 'Thefe circumflances are the
vaft extent of their fea coaft and numerous
ports, and the immenfity of the country be-
hind them. I do not think it neceffary to give
'my reafons for this affertion ; but let thofe who
think it paradoxical contrive for any of them a
mode of raifing a confiderable revenue which
‘will not have a tendency to transfer their trade
into other hands, or drive away their people,
or thew how a government can have vigor at
home, or refpect abroad, without fuch a reve-
~nue, and I will retra& what I have faid: but
I will go farther and venture to affure thofe
States, that if they do not recover their cha-
ra&ers for integrity in their dealings, and there-
by reftore their credit with the Britith mer-
chants, and form fuch a conneion with this
country as fhall fecure to them its prosection
and wmperage, they will degenerate into barba-
'rous if not into Barbary States; mn the mean

tlme, the good people of Great Britain and
G 2 Ireland
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Ireland may quiet their apprehenfions of fee.
ing any of the thirteen American States, or
all -of them wunited, rifing into a great ma-
ritime power, difputing the dominion of the
Atlantic ocean with the Britith navy, or firip-
ping the Crown of its Weft Indian poffef-
fions; for if the policy adopted in the year
1783 be adhered to, and the regulations then
made or propofed be eftablithed and completed,
~a naval force equal to the proteftion of the
Britith commerce and pofleflions from the
depredations of the Barbary States will, in all
future ages, be fufficient to combat the ma-
rine of America. All the caufes I have af-
figned for the difperfion of the inhabitants and
imbecillity of the Governments of the United
States, and many more, happily -operate to
prevent the emigration of people from thefe
iflands to America ; and in that light the fe-
paration and independency of the thirteen
Provinces in the manner it was brought about,
may be confidered as segatively beneficial to
this country, and it will be our fault if it be
not rendered pofitively beneficial alfo. But
the importance and permanency of this bene-
fit depends upon the wifdom of our future
condud ; for Iam free to declare my firm per-

A fuafion,
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fuafion, that if that much abufed term Like-
rality, which now is made to fignify atheifm
in religion and anarchy in government, gets
poffeflion of our councils upon American af-
fairs, we have ftill conneftion enough with
that country to work the ruin of this. The fa-
crifice which the adoption of that abufed term
after the peace had well nigh made of our na-
vigation to the eftablithment of an American
marine 1s well known; but in juftice to my-
{elf and to the noble Lords who were in-
fluenced by my reafonings, I think it fit to
make the public acquainted with the fteps
which were taken for its prefervation.

When Lord North received the feals' of
Secretary of State for the home department,
in the year 1783, my affiftance was defired in
framing regulations for our remaining Colo-
nies, and for the intercourfe between the
United States and them, and between the
United States and Great Britain, which I moft
readily undertook to give, without office,
without emolument, and without promife or
expeftation of either. But before I entered
upon the bufinefs, I defired to know if the
Adminiftration concurred with me in the prin-

' ' ciple
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ciple I meant to found the regulations upon,
which was, that 7z was better to have no coly-
nies at all, than not to have them fubfervient to
the maritime firength and commercial interefls of
Great Britain. 'This principle I make no fe-
cret of, for I have ever avowed it, even in
America, and as an American planter, when
I was deeply interefted in the profperity and
{ecurity of that country, and its continuing
to be a member of the Britith empire; and I
would afk the moft interefted colonift to thew
upon what other principle he founds his ex-
peftation of fecurity in his pofleffions and pros
tection in his trade, as a Britith fubjeét, than
the fuperiority of the Britith navy to that of
any other power ! And if he can affign none,
he muft be obliged to confefs, that it is his
eflential intereft to augment that navy, andte
increafe and extend that commerce which is
the fupport of it. Indeed, if he fecretly aims
at feparation from the Britith empire, and
either to become an independent ftate, or con-
ne&t with fome other power, he a&s confif-
tently with thofe views wheén he attempts to
reduce the naval ftrength of Great Britait,
and raife up a marine for other nations, by re-
ceiving his fupplies from foreign ftates, and .
em-
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efnploying forewn thips in tranfporting them 3
as by fo doing he does his utmoft to deftroy
that naval power which alone can oppofe the
completion of his purpofes. And therefore there
can be no better teft devifed to difcover whe-
ther it be the wifh of a colony to continue an
appendage of Great Britain,' or to feparate from
her, than the fatisfaction or impatience the in-
habitants exprels under our nvvigation laws.

~ Upon that principle, therefore, and upon
that principle alone, did I'found all the regu-
lations I -propofed, as will appear by the an-
" riexed copies, No. 12, 13, 14, and 15, of
Such parts of the Papers I drew up, and pre-
{ented to Lord North, as refpet the meafures

which have been adopted, and a&ually carried

-into execution, and may therefore be properly
laid before the public.. . What I propofed re-

{petting the rice and tobacco, I thought requi-

red more immediate difpatch than the other

matters, and therefore 1 extraéted {fo much of

the Paper, No. 12, as related to them, and

carried it to Mr. Fox’s office, and gave it to

Mr. Frafer, to be delivered to that gentleman,
as I had not the honor to be known to him,
who with that quick perception and inftant de-
2 cifion



[ 56 ]
cifion which fo eminently marks his charac.

tor, afked leave that fame day to bring in a
bill for the purpofe.

My general and correét knowledge of the
whole courfe of the American circuitous
trade enabled me to judge in what part of the
chain the cutting out a link would moft ef-
feCtually interrupt its progrefs and divert the
navigation into our channel.* I therefore de-
termined to oppofe the whole American and
Weft Indian interefts fupported as they were
by fome of the Members of the then Adminif-
tration, and frame the regulations for the inter- -
courfe between the American States and the
Briufth Weft India iflands, {o as uiterly to ex-
clude the American fhipping, and I drew up the
Paper in the Appendix, No. r3, with that
view, and I prepared the draught of g bill ac-
cordingly ; but it being judged more px.udent;
to make the regulations I propofed by order-of
Council than bya& of Parliament, my draught
of a bill, with Mr, Rofier’s affiftance, was con-
verted into the order of Council pafled the 2d.
of July, 1783, a copy of which is in the Ap-

* Vide Examination before the Privy Council, NQ«Y
18, in the Appendix,
G
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pendix, No. 16, which I wifh may be engra-
ved upon my tombftone, as having ﬁwed the
navigation of England.— AsIhad commumcated
to Lord Sackville all the regulations I had pro-
pofed, Ialfoinformed him of my fuccefs, and
his Lordthip’s opinion of my plan will be feen
in his letter to me, No. 17. The American
faltion were thunderftruck by the appearance
of that order of Council, and as the Adminif-
tration was foon after changed, the Weft India
Planters uniting with the Americans prevailed,
(as Mr. Atkinfon, who was their chief mana-
ger, ‘boafted to me) with the Minifters to
promife to revoke, or at leaft to alter, the
order {o as to admit American veflels of a cer-
tain burden to trade to the Britith Weft India
iflands. T mentioned what I had been told to
Lord Séckville, who, as his Lordfhip after-
wards acquainted me and feveral others, took
the firft occafion of meeting Mr. Towhfheﬁd
(now Lord Sydney) to warn him of the dan-
- gerous confequences of the meafure it was
fald the mmlfhy were about to adopt, not
only to the nation but to themfelves, and ufed
fuch powerful arguments to diffuade him from
it, that the Mxmﬁers thou,crht fit to dire& the
committee of Privy Council to make a fo-
lemn inquiry into the neceflity or propriety of

H com-~.
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complying with what was defired by the Ame-
ricans and Weft Indians. I was called before
that committee and examined for three f{everal
days, and having been favoured with a copy
of the evidence I there gave, I have added itin
the Appendix, No. 18. Tt does not become
me to {ay how far my evidence influenced the
committee, efpecially as Lord Sheffield’s ex-
cellent pamphlet upon the fubje&t had then
appeared, butI have the heartfelt fatisfattion
to refle&, that the order was neither revoked
nor altered, but on the contrary has been
thrice renewed, and at laft converted into an
alt of Parliament by that very Adminiftration
which it was faid had pledged themfelves to
refcind it 3 and I have the ftill greater happinefs
of knowing, that through its operation that
moft valuable and effential trade of thip build--
ing has revived throughout Great Britain, info-
much that the Britifh tonage has increafed full
200,000 tons fince it was made, while the
American thipwrights are deferting from the
United States for want of employment, and all
hopes of raifing a marine departing with them.*

In

* To defiff from the purfuit of weak or mifchie-
vous meafures upon receiving juft information of their

de-
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In this publication, aswell asin the former,
I have been careful to withhold every paper
which, though not ftritly official, I had fub-
mitted to the confideration of any of the King’s
confidential fervants while I was in office ; but
there is one, which having been the ground of
inftructions that were never obeyed, and which
if they had been obeyed, would, in the judge-
ment of all men, have prevented thofe misfor-
tunes and calamities which happened in the
Carolina’s and Georgia, fubfequent to the cap-
ture of Charles-Town, which I think, in juf-
tice to thofe who gave thofe inftruions, ought
to be made public, and therefore I have added

it in the Appendix, No. 19.

From what I have faid upon the fubje& of
Colonifation, and the papers I have annexed

deftructive tendency, is the beft apology that can be
made for having been deceived by artifice and mifrepre-
fentation, and to that merit the Miniiters are juftly in-
titled for their conduct refpecting the Britifh navigation
and Colonies, though their preferver has been treated
with difregard, It is however a {ufficient confolation
to him to have poflefled the friendfhip and efteem of as
able and as good Minifters as any this‘country ever {aw,
and that the Britith empire will continue to be benefited
by his fervices until it ceafes ta be one.

H 2 to
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to this and a former publication, a fart"of the
plan upon which a new colony was intended
to have been fettled, which I referred to in my
Tetter to Mr. Pitt, may be collected; and I do
not think it proper to go into more particulars,
while there is any ground to hope the other parts
may become objets of confideration with the
King’s fervants ; and for the fame reafon Ihave
withheld the publication of the Regulations I
propofed for Newfoundland, Quebec, and the
Weft-India iflands ; but from the copies and
extraéts of two letters from Lord Sackville to
me upon the fubje&t of the New Colony,
which I have given in the Appendix, No. 20
and 21, the approbation I faid my plan had
met with will be confirmed,* I have alfo
o given
* It may however be proper to give fome account of
the caufe of its not being carried into execution, ¢fpe-
cially as all the fubjects of the Britifh empire will there-
by receive a frefh proof, in addition to the many they
are already poﬁ'eﬁ"ed of, how great their happinefsis,
and how firm their fecurity for their lives and proe
pertic_s_;, when a Chief Seat of Public Juftice is filled by 2
Magiftrate who is fo ferupuloudly obfervant of the fa-
crednefs of charter rights, that he would not fuffer
them in the leaft to be infringed, even in the cafe of the
revolted {ubjects of the Maffachufets Bay.
The country where it was propofed to eftablifh the
Colony of New Ireland is known by the name of the
‘ Provinge
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given an extra& of another letter of his.
Lordthip’s, in proof of what I had ftated .
to- Lord Shelburne, that it was his Lord-
thip’s intention to eftablith a poft. on the
~Chefapeak, as I underftand fome doubts. are
entertained of the truth of that reprefenta-
tion. 'The latter part of that letter does not
indeed relate to that fubje&, but it contains ex-
preflions fo very honourable and flattering to
my{elf, that I'could not prevail upon my vani-
ty to leave them out ; and as a farther teftimo-
ny of his Lordfhip’s goodnefs to me, I have

Province of Main. Itis included in the ancient char-
ter of the Maflachufets Bay, but the General Courts of
that Province were reftrained by the charter from mak-
ing any grants of the lands without the confent of the
Crown, which having been gcncral{ly refufed, few fet-
tlements had been made to the eaft of the river Kenne-
beck, and none to the eaft of Penobfcott. By the lat-
ter river therefore, and the St. Croix, the weftern
boundary of Nowa Scotia was the new Province to
have been bounded, and as there were no inhabitants,
nor any lands granted to individuals, the making a fet-
tlement there, after we had taken poffeflion of the poft
at Penobfcott, did not appear to the Minifters fo great
an act of violence as to prevent them from entertaining
the pﬁrpofe, unti] the Attorney General, now Lord
Loughborough, refufed his concurrence, becaufe of the
lands being included in the Maflachufets Bay Charter.
1 - added
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added a copy of another letter alfo,” which his
Lordthip writ to me upon the occafion of a pe-
cuniary misfortune which had happened to me
at a time when I was much indifpofed, and lit-
tle able to fupport it after the other grievous
loffes I had fuftained. For although his Lord-
thip may not be allowed to have been a #ue
prophet, the benevolence that dictated the pre-
di¢tion, will always do honour to bis heart,
and be gratefully remembered by mine.

"That I might not increafe the fize of this
volume beyond the induftry of thofe for whofe
perufal it is intended, I fhall referve the ob-
fervations I have to make upon the applica-

ition for an alteration in the Conftitution of
'(Eebec, for the Introdu&ion to the new edi-
tion of my pamphlet in defence of the prefent
bill, which is preparing for the prefs, though
I doubt not the judicious reader will apply
much of what I have already faid to that fub-
jet, and difcover in it abundant reafons for
withftanding any alteration in the Conftitution
of that Province as eftablithed by that bill.

| P. S. Since the preceding fheets were writ-
ten, I have feen Sir John Dah‘ymple’s fec_ongl
- volume
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volume of Memoirs of Great Britain and Ire-
land, in which he has given a plan for the at-
tack of the Spanifh dominions on the weft fide
of America, that had been prefented to Lord
George Germaine; and left it might be {up-

pofed from that publication that it was not pro-
~ perly attended to, I will take upon me to af-
fure Sir John and the public, that whoever can
obtain leave to read over his Lordfhip’s fecret
correfpondence with Governor Dalling at Jamai-
ca, and Governor Robertfon atNew York, will
find {ufficient information to fatisfy him, that
the obje& of that plan was {o far from being
treated with neglect, that it was comprehended
in one of much greater extent, and which Go-
vernor Dalling conceived {o highly of, and was
fo fanguine in his expefation of its fuccefs,
that he laid ina claim to be appointed the King
of England’s firft Viceroy of Peru and Mexico.
How it happened to fail will, I hope, become
one day the objeét of Parliamentary enquiry.

APPEN-






A PPENDTIX

No. L.

Extract of a Pamphlet publifbed in 1775, inti-
tled, <¢ The Claim of the Colonies to Ex-
“ emption from Taxes impofed by Autho-
¢ rity of Parliament, examined, page 27.”

AVING now faid what I thought ne-

ceflary in fupport of my opinion of the
right of Parliament to a complete juri{di¢tion
over the Colonies, and the advantage of it to
the p60plé in America, I fhall, in juftice to my
fellow fubjes in that country, ftate the cir-
cumftances wherein their cafe differs from that
of the non-ele@ors in Great-Britain, and of-.
fer fome reafons, why, in my humble appre-
" henfion, the Parliament thould, in the exercife
B of
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of its ‘power of impofing taxes upon both, be
more tender in 1its proceedings when the Colo-
nies are the objects of them, than when it is
the people of Great Britain.

One material difference in favour of the non-
ele@ors in Great Britain, is the fixed landed
property which every member of Parliament
muft have within the kingdom of Great Bi-
tain, for as all taxes do ultimately affe& the
land-owner, the nom-eleftors from this cir-
cumitance derive a fecurity that the members
of Parliament will be careful not to tax them
immoderately or unneceflarily, as they would
thereby burden them{elves alfo. But no member
of Parliament, as {uch, can be immediately or
ultimately affeéted by any tax he impofes on
the people in the Colonies, on the contrary, his
own property muft be eafed thereby. Anc-
ther circumftance of fecurity which the non-
eleors in Great Britain have, and which the
{ubje&ts in the Colonies do not fhare in, is,
that the juftice of Parliament would not fuf-
fer any tax to be impofed on them which
would not alfo affe& thofe of the people who
have the right of elefting the members of Par-
ment, and as the duration of Parliament is

limited,
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fimited, the members will be always carefu}
not to lay any burdens on their ele&ors, which
may be thought either fo heavy or fo injudici-
ous as to provoke their refentment, and there--
by direct their choice to other gentlemen at
the next general eletion,

But if we fhould even fuppofe the Parlia-
ment could be fo unjuft, and {o partial to their
own members and their particular confltituents,
as to devife a tax which fhould be paid only by
thofe of the people of Great Britain, who were
neither members of Parliament or had a right
of voting for a member, yet {till the non-
ele&ors would have a fecurity againft the ex-
ceflive weight of fuclf a tax which the Colo-
nies have not, which is, that the members of
Parliament and their ele€tors mufl be relatively
affe¢ted by it. I will {uppofe an exceflive
tax to be impofed on the merchants of London,
or the manufa&urers of Birmingham, what
would be the confequence ? The merchants
would prefently remove from the one place,
and the manufadurers from the other, and
then what would become of the freeholders and
owners of land and houfes in and near thofe
places ? But the induftrious North Americans
‘ " B2 and
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and the opulent Weft Indians may have their
properties taxed, and no individual in Greyt
Britain participate with them i the burden, -
On the contrary, the members of Parliament
would make their court to their conftituents
moft effetually, by multiplying taxes upon
the {ubjeéts in thofe Colonies, and leflening
thofe impofed upon them. Thefe furely are
cogent reafons for a peculiar tendernefs to be
obferved in laying taxes upon the Colonies,
and that rules and orders which might be pro-
per to be obferved with regard to the people
of England, fhould be relaxed of their ftrict-
nefs in behalf of the fubjeéts in America,
I confefs with all due deference for thofe who
thought otherwife, I could have withed to have
feen, upon this firft inftance of Parliament’s
impofing an internal tax upon the Colonies for
the fingle purpofe of the revenue, a precedent
eftablithed of which the Colonies might avail
themfelves on any fuch future occafion, and
it is but juftice to the gentléman at the head -
of the Exchequer to inform you, that it
was not owing to him that fuch a precedent
was not made. As I have extraced an account
of the whole tranfaion, from the letters
written by one of the agents to his conftituents,

‘ and
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and can réiy upon his veracity, T will relate:
it for your and my other friends fatisfaltion.

When the Houfe of Commons had laft year
come to the refolution, that it might be proper
to charge certain, Stamp Duties upon the Co-
lonies, the agents for the Colonies on the Con-
tinent underftanding that the refolution was
conceived in fuch terms, and the farther pro-
ceedings thereon {ufpended till next feflion, in
order to give the Colonies an opportunity of
making propofitions in compenfation for the
revenue that fuch a tax might be expeced to
produce, and underftanding alfo, that not a
{ingle member of Parliament doubted of the
right of Parliament to impofe a Stamp Duty,
or any other tax upon the Colonies, thought
it their duty to wait upon the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, to thank him for his candour
and tendernefs to the Colonies, and to afk his
opinion of the “fort of propofition which
would probably be accepted from them to
Parliament. ‘That gentleman with great open-
nefs and aftability told them, he had propofed
the refolution in the terms the Parliament had
adopted, from a real regard and tendernefs to
the people in the Colonies, that it was highly

reafon-
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reafonable they thould contribute fomething
towards the charge of proteing themfelves,
and in aid of the great expence Great Britain
put herfelf to on their account, that no tax
appeared to him fo eafy and equitable as a
Stamp Duty ; and what ought particularly to
recommend it to the Colonies, was the mode
of colleGting 1t, which did not require any
number of officers vefted with extraordinary
powers of entering houfes, or in any refped
ferve to extend a fort of influence which he
never withed to increafe. He hinted that the
Colonies by agreeing to this tax, would have it
in their power to eftablith a precedent for their
being confulted before any tax was impefed on
them by Parliament, and he recommended it
tothe agents to reprefent it properly to their fe-
veral Colonies, \aﬁd to advife their refpettive
Councils and Aflemblies to take it under their
confideration ; and if upon deliberation the
Stamp Duty appeared to them an eligible tax,
to authorife their agents to declare their ap-
probation of it, which being fignified to Par-
liament next year, when the tax came to be
impofed, would afford a forcible argument
for the like proceeding in all fuch cafes. He
told them farther, that if the Colonies thought

2 ahy
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any other mode of taxation more convenient
to them, and made any propofition which-
thould carry the appearance of equal efficacy
‘with a Stamp Duty, he would give it all due
confideration.

The agents writ immediately to their ref} pec-
tive Colonies, and defired inftruétion for their
diretion againft the next meeting of Parlia-
ment. Some of the Colony aflemblies thought
the advice their agents gave them impertinent,
and fuppofing that obftinacy and ftrong exprei-
fions would have the {fame effe¢t on the Britith
Parliament, that they found them to have on
fome American Governors, inftead of {fending
over to their agents difcretionary inftruions,
they framed petitions themfelves, pofitively
and dire&ly queftioning the authority ard ju-
rifdi¢tion of Parliament over the properties of
the people in the Colonies, and directed their
agents to prefent them to King, Lords, and
Commons. Others, not all, of the aflemblies,
lefs violent; gave inftructions to their agents to
petition Parliament againft the tax, and above
all things to perfift in their petitions on the right
and privilege of the Colonies to be exempt
from internal taxes impofed by Parliament,

fo
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{o that of the whole number, not a ﬁngle Co-
lony authorized its agent eithet to confent tg
a Stamp Duty or to offerany precife compenfa-
tion. Indeed two of the Colonies defired the
agents to fignify their readinefs to contribute
their praportion of that duty by methods of
their own ; but when the other agents atked
thofe gentlemen, if they could undertake for
any particular fum, they confefled they had no
authority to do fo. Such of the agents as were
feft by their conftituents toact as their difcre-
tion thould dire& them in oppofing this tax,
thought the beft that could be done for the
fubjetts in America, was for the agents toens
deavour at obtaining a precedent for their being
“heard in behalf of their Colonies againtt the
tax, {ince their inftruions would not permit
them to endeavour at eftablithing one for their
confent being obtained. A petition for this
purpofe was accordingly prepared, in which no
expreflions tending to queftion the jurifdiction
of Parliament were inferted. But the agents,
who had petitions tranfmitted by their aflem-
blies, did not think themfelves at liberty to fign
or prefent any other petition than' thofe of
their Colonies, and accordingly they had them
offered to the Houfe of Commons which would

not
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“not {uffer them to be read, as upon the opehing
of them by the gentlemen who offered them,
they were found to contain expreffions quef-
tioning the jurifdittion of Parliament. The
petition tran{mitted by one Colony wasnot in-
deed offered, for it was conceived in {uch of-
fenfive terms that no member of Parliament
would carry 1t in.

From this candid account, every impartial
man muft lay it to the charge of the Colonies
that a precedent in favour of the {ubjeéts in
America was not obtained upon this occafion,
and thould a tax upon the Colonies be propo-
fed hereafter and carried into effet the fame
Seflion, the Colonies could {carcely complain of
a hardfhip, as it might with juftice be faid to
them, thatwhen the Parliament did give them
an opportunity of tranf{mitting their fentiments,
inftead of receiving from them any information
of their circumftances, they had heard nothing
byt impeachments of the jurifdiction of Parlia-
ment over them, \

I have however fo good an opinion of the
temper and moderation of the Parliament, and
fuch confidence in the candor and Pa‘ternal_'ren

G gard
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gard which fome gentlemen bear to the Colo«
nies that I have no apprehenfions, advantage
will be taken of the frowardnefs of their legi-
timate offspring, but that their dealings tos
wards them will be like thofe of parents to
their truant children, not rigoroufly juft, but
forbearing and affettionate. I hope to fee this,
or fome future feffion of Parliament, clofe with
fome refolution which fhall carry univerfal fa-
tisfaltion to the fubje&ts in the Colopies. I
hope to {ee it declared, that no tax ought to be-
impofed upon the Colonies the fame year in
which it is propofed i Parliament, that the
reprefentations of the Colonies tranfmitted to
their agents, ought to be received before fuch
tax is unpofed and that the revenue arifing
from fuch tax thould not be apphg:d to any oc-
cafional exigence, but thould only be appro-
priated for the General fecurity and protection
of America. 1 flatter myfelf fomething to this
purpofe will be done, not only for the fake of
the Colonies, but for a reafon -Wl']i;Ch will pro-
bably occur to a Britith Member of l?arli'amént%
and with which he muft be more deeply af-
feted,

I
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Tt is one of the many advantages attending
the democratic part of the Britith Conﬁuuuon,
that in times of public danger or difficulty no
man can continue in the Adminiftration who
has not ability 6 conduct the affairs of Go-
vernment in fuch a manner as will bear the
{tri¢eft examination. The greateft difficul-
ty incident to a minifter in times of public
tranquillity is the raifing the fupplies for the
year, and his overcoming that difficulty with
reputation is a good teft of his abilities to ferve
the nmation. But if taxes upon the Colonies
may be propofed and laid the fame {feffion, it
will require no great talents to qualify anpy
Member of Parliament for Chancellor of the
Exchequer. At every pinch or occafional exi_
gence, when the landed gentlemen are to be
eafed, or the trading people flattered, a new tax

upon the Colonies Wlll be the means propofed,
and it will have one great advantage over any tax
laid in Great Britain, a moft material one to an
incapable Minifter, that the probable produce of
it cannot be known to many gentlemen, -and
therefore however infufficient it may really be
for the purpofes for which it is laid, yet the
Minifter efcapes reprehenfion for that year, and
the nation may ‘be deeply injured through his
C2 -
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incapacity before the next meeting of Parlia.
ment, That every gentleman Who withes well
to his country may convince himfelf thefe con-
diderations merit his attention, he will have
only to refle&, that had a tax upon the Colo-
nies been propofed inftead of the late additio-
nal duty upon cyder, perhaps Great Britain
would not now have the happinefs of feeing
the mott able, upright, and vigilant Chancellor

of the Exchequer that ever {erved her fince the
days of Sir Robert Walpole.

No. II.
Copy of a Letter from the Right Hon. Gio.

GRENVILLE, fo Mr. KNox, dated Watton,
Sept. 4, 1768,

Dear Sir,

I AM very glad to hear that you have almoff
got through the tedious bufinefs of correfting
the prefs, and that I fhall foon have the plea-
fure of {eeing your performance upon the fate
of the nation complete.

The accounts from America continue uni=
formly the fame, notwuhf’candmg which it 1
much
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much doubted whether any meafure has been
or will be formed upon that important fubject
till the meeting of the Parliament, upori whom
the whole I fuppofe will be thrown. Have you
read Mr. Pownall’s new edition of the Admi-
niftration of the Colonies which he has addref-
fed tome ? though, as he'very truly fays, we
differ widely in our opinions, particularly as -
to the do@rine which he endeavours to efta«
blith of a different mode of obédience between
the fubjeéts wsthin this kingdom, and thofe
awithout it. A do&rine very dangerous in its
confequences, and which has not the-leat
foundation in our Conflitution, nordo I think
that the Colonies incorporated in the times of
King jamés 1. and King Charles I. and TI.
ftand upon the fame footing with the counties
Palatine of Chefter and Durham, or that our
Kings have a right to create {fuch independent
principalities, or to exempt them from any part
of the jurifdiion of the fupreme legiflature,
whatever might be the cafe of a newly ac-
quired kingdom under William the Conque-
tor, notwithftanding which it appeats from the
pfea’.mbfc to the A&s of Parliament granting
the right to fend -Members to Parliament to
Chefter and Durham, that in fa& they had

CCIL
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been bound by all the laws paffed in the Eps
glith Parliament, and particularly thofe of taxas
tion, although the econtrary is afferted in the
petitiort cited to have been prefented- to King
Henry VL in Mr. Pownall’s treatife.  #hether
it would not be juft and reafonable to grant to
the Colonies Members of Parliament upon ther
petition to Parliament, for that purpofe, in life
manner as was done in the cafes of Chefler and
Durbam, is another queftion which, whenever
Juch an application fhall be properly made, will I
hope be confidered with every favourable difpof-
tion which their fituation requires or will admit of.
I am, Dear Sir,
Your moft faithful -
humble fervant,

G. GRENVILLE.

NO. IIL

,  Wottons Aug. 15, 1768
Dear Sir, ,

I AM very forry that T am prevented from
feeing you, and talking with you upon the
{ubjet of your letter of the gth of this monthy
but I fincerely hope that the caufe of it wilt

be productive to you of all the happinefs you
can,
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ean with. All my books and papers from
which I could colle& any materials relative ta
the queftion of taxing America are in town H
the utmoft, therefore, which .1 can do will be.
to throw out fuch general anfwers as occur ta
me to the queftions you afk.

[Thefe anfwers are incorporated in my Re-
wvizw of the American Cantroverfy, and make
the fubflance of the arguments contained in it,
from page 67 to page 86 mc/zgf ‘Ué’, and therefore
I omit them bere.]

T have long fince writ feveral letters to fome
of my friends in America, to the fame effe&
as the words which you have marked in the
copy of my letter to you, declaring, that I
could never give up the fovereignty and right
of taxation which the King and Parliament
of Great Britain have over the Colonies: but
that I could not go fo far as Lord Chatham
did by his folemn declaration in full Parha-
ment, in his fpeech for repealing the Stamp
A&, ¢ that if the Americans thould manufac-
“ture a lock of wool, or a horfe thoe, he
¢ would fill their ports with fhips, and their
f¢-towns . with troaps ;” that fpch a meafure,

| 2  ¢arried
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carried to fuch an extent, would in my opi-
nion be the higheft degree of violence and op-
preflion, which I declared in the Houfe both
when that fpeech was made and oftentimes
fince; and that I defired, for the fake both of
the Mother Country and of its Colenies, to
turn their thoughts to Agriculture, and by
that means to prevent their interfering with
Great Britain in her manufactures, which I
thought would be greatly prejudicial to both,
That the wifeft and moft effe@tual method of
accomplithing this would be to give all poﬁi-
ble encouragement to the importation of their
raw materals from the Colonies into Great
Britain, which would enable the Americans to
pay in that manner for a confiderable part of
the manufactures which they would take from
hence, and would at the {ame time prevent
that great balance of trade which is againk us
uponaccount of thofearticles with fareign coun»
tries, and particularly with thofe of the north.
That with this view I had propofed feveral
bounties upon thofe commodities brought from .
par Colonies when I was in the Treafury,
which Parliament had adopted, and that I
thould be glad to fee that meafure extended

farther till the objet could be attained. That
© whe-
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whoever brought private paffions into public
bufinefs was unfit to be concerned in it; that
for my own part, if I had any upon this occa-
fion, I fhould think every tie of duty called
upon me to {acrifice them ; but that I really
felt none againft the Englith fubjetts in Ame-
rica, becaufe I was fully fenfible that there
was no part of Great Britain, nor of any other
country, who under the fame circumftances,
and with the fame encouragement, would not
have behaved pretty much in the fame man-
ner 3 that therefore, whenever I thould fee the
tide turn here, if it fhould run ipto any ex-
- travagance or unneceflary violence, which
might probably be the cafe from refentiment
againft the Colonies, I fhould be as much an
enemy to fuch a fpirit as I had been to the -
contrary extreme.

You prefled me fo firongly to write to you
my thoughts upon thefe {ubjets that I would
not refufe it, and I have done it much more
at length than I intended, which 1s the necef=
fary confequence of “doing it haftily and rough-
ly ; but as that 1s the cafe, I truft to your dif=
cretion, that you will on, no account make any
public ufe of it in my name. K any of the

D argu.
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arguments or faéts ftrike you, they are at your
{ervice, provided you ufe them only as your
own, and as fuch you may change or omit
them in the whale or in part, jult as you
pleafe,

Iam, &c.
GEO. GRENVILLE,

No. IV.

Wooltony Aug. 28,1‘ 1768,
Dear Sir,

THE account which you gave to mein your
letter of the 23d of this month, of the late
tranfaétions at Bofton, feems fo natural a con-
fequence of the meafures taken in Great Bri-
tain, and the ftate and temper of the Governs
ment here, that whatever degree of concern
it may give me, I cannot feel the leaft furs
prize at it. If the eyes of thofe who are
moft interefted in this moft unhappy fituation,
had been fooner opened to the moft obvious
truths, many mifchiefs might have been pre-
vented; if the authentic proofs which they
have now received of what has happened, is

not
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not {ufficient to convince them, I will venture

to foretel without a fpirit of prophecy, greater
calamities will, when i1t is too- late, roufe them

and the whole kingdom from the lethargy, as

to all public meafures, into which they have

been plunged. I have lomg feared that the

conduét holden in Great Britain, would en-

courage and delude the fubjects of America,

tll they would come to extremities of one

kind, awhich would too probably end in extre-

mities on the other fide. 1 may appeal to you

as a private man, and as a Member of Par-

liament, to my public declarations, that my

opinions upon this fubjet have ever been

uniformly the fame. They will f4ill continue

to be fo, untl I fge much better reafons for

changing them, than any which I have yet

heard. 'What profpeé there can now be that
they will be attended with fuccefs, I cannot

pretend to anfwer; but if there is no plan

fermed upon the found principles of this con-

ftitution, fupported both by firmnefs and tem-

per, I can anfwer, that no good fuccefs' in

the prefent difficult fituation, can arife from

~one defultory meafure after another. The re-
* {pect and affetion of its fubjets is the bafis
on which every wife Government muft be

Dz founded ;
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founded ; but if that foundation has been onee
overturned, it is not the work of a day to
temper the materials, {o as to unite and re-
‘build them, -efpecially if the workmen fhall
be daily changed, and each work by a dif:
ferent rule and line from that of his prede:
ceéffor, :

Iam, &c.

GEO. GRENVILLE.

No. V.

Woolton, September 15, 1768,
Dear Sir,’ |

- THAVE confidered your letter of the th
of this month with great attention, and the
reafons you therein affign for adopting the
plan of a requifition to be made of a certain
fum upon each of the Colonies, and upon
that fum being raifed by them, a declaration,
that all the prefent taxes impofed by the Par-
liament of Great Britain, fhall be repealed and
no more impofed by them, except in cafe of
refufal of any Colony to furnifh its contingent.
I agree with you in thinking, that it will be

extremely
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extremely difficult, if not impra&icable, for the
Colonies to apportion a certain {fum by a con-
vention of deputies from each Colony. ‘They
would, therefore, never do it, and the con-
vention of deputies would quarrel, which
" would probably be attended with very bad
confequences, both to themfelves and to us,
befides the novelty of fuch an affembly. The
difficulty of aflefling the {pecific fums on each
Colony would then fall upon the Parliament,
(for God forbid that we thould ever give that
power to the King without a Parliament) and
as the various circumitances of the Colonies
would render it extremely difficult, if not im-
poflible, to eftablifh any permanent rate for
the feveral quotas, the confequence would be
that none would be eftablithed, and no man
would think it worth while to make a quarrel
with the Colpnies for a fum of money; and
when the fight of taxation, and confequently
that of fovereignty, from which it ever has
been and ever muft be infeparable, has in
effect and in reality been furrendered.

Iam, &c.

GEO. GRENVILLE.
No.
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No. VI.
Waclton, September 1g, 176,

Dear Sir,

1 DO not fee the leaft appearance of any
change in the difpofition of the people, or of
the affemblies in North America, nor is it, in-
deed, probable, that there fhould be any in
the prefent fituation. Various reports are
every day propagated of the intentions of Go-
vernment, from whence I thould think, that
no plan is yet fettled in this kingdom, whilft
a regular fyftem 1s fteadily purfued in the Co-
Ionies. We fhall foen fee whether this is
true, and I heartily wifh it may be found
otherwife, in the mean time to deceive our-
felves, or to endeavour to deceive the public
upon this important fubje&, is the weakeft as
well as the moft fatal meafure which can be
purfued.

lam, &c.

GEO. GRENVILLE.

No.
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No. VILI,

Waolton, OEt. 9, 1768,
Dear Sir,

I HAVE read over the Papers * which you
fent to me, together with your letter of the
11th of this month, with the greateft p]ea?
fure. They are written with fo much tem-
per and force, with fo much knowledge and
precifion, that I am perfuaded they will do
you great honour, if ever you thall think fit

“to avow yourfelf as the author of them. The
general - opinions laid down in them, corre-
{pond fo much with my declared opinions, and
are fo fayourable to the public meafures I have
purfued, that to exprefs my approbation of
them to you, who are [0 perfeitly acquainted
with them both, muft be unneceflary ; I will,
therefore, only return you my fincere thanks,
both as a pubhc man and as a mere individual,
for having put themin fo clear and advantage-
ous a hcht I have not been able to examine
all the particulars contained in them, with that

* The State Qf ;hc Nation,
1 attention
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attention which I will give to them, and which
they fo well deferve. There are fome few
little inaccuracies, poflibly owing to errors
in the prefs, which I will mention to you.
when we meet in town; in the mean time,
I rejoice to hear, that a work of this national
importénce, and of this great extent and com-
pals, is likely to be as univerfally circulated
as 1t deferves, and | am perfuaded as univer-
fally approved.
Iam, &c.

GEO, GRENVILLE,

No. VIIL.

Hoolton, Oét. 29, 1769.
Dear Sir, -
BY a letter which I received lately from
America, Iam informed, that the demands of
gur Colonifts rife in proportion to the ac-
eounts they receive from hence.—1I give the
more credit to this information, not only as
it comes from a very intelligent man, and of
vank in the King’s fervice, but alfo as it comes
from one who was of a contrary opinion, and

thought
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thought that the {pirit which hath been fo
carefully nurfed up from hence was on the
the decline—God grant that the difficulties
which daily qugment and encompafs us on
every fide, may not become too great, not
only for the Adminiftration, but for the King
and kingdom to furmount.

lam, &ec.
GEO. GRENVILLE.

No. IX.

Whoolton, Fanuary 11, 1769,
Dear Sir,

1 AM very glad to find by your letter of the
gth of this month which I received laft night,
that you have almoft finithed what you are
about ¥, As to the queftion which you afk
me, whether it is fafe to blame the proceedings
of the late or any former Houfe of Commons,
it has been agitated in debate during the pre-
fent feffions, and it was urged, that in the
cafe of any wvirulent or outrageous abufe of the
former Houfe of Commons, the {ubfequent

% The Review of the American Controvegfy-.

B Houfe
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Houfe of Commons mught cenfure it. 'This
was {trongly denied by many, and there it
was left; but I imagine, that thofe who fup-
ported that dotrine, meant to confine that
cenfure to inflances of grofs and fcandalous
abufe, forif it be true that the proceedings of
former Parliaments are not to be queftioned,
nor the conduét of former Kings to be blamed,
becaufe there might bea libel upon a dead King
aswell as a living one, (which, if I am notmif-
taken, was the do&rine laid down by the prefent
Lord Chancellor * when Attorney General, in
the caufe of Dr. Shebbeare) it muft follow,
that it will be utterly impoflible to write any
hiftory except a panygeric out of the Gazette,
though it will certainly be fafer, and I think -
more effeual, to canvas the conduét and cha-
raCer of a late Parliament or King, in decent
and temperate language; at the fame time,
that the fa&s and inféreﬂces are ftated and
drawn with the utmoft freedom.—This right
1s eflential in the moft limited idea of the li-
berty of the prefs, and Iimagine will {carcely
be queftioned at prefent. ‘The other queﬁi,oﬂ,
which you afk is, whether a man may with

¥ Lord Camden,
out
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out offence, exprefs the jutt expeations of
the fubject from the prefent Houfe of Com-
mons, that they will by their condué reftore
the finking authority of Parliament, inquire
into paft mifcondud, and punith thofe who
difpute their right, and foment refiftance to
the laws. This queftion feems to me to ad-
mit of no doubt, for I take it for granted,
that it cannot be a crime to write that which
every fubje¢t has a right in decent and re-
{pe&tful terms to petition the Parliament to do;
and no man, I think, can deny that all thefe
are real and ferious grievances both upon the
King and his people. Though I have an-
fwwered both your queftions in general, you
will fee that the application of that an{wer
will neceffarily depend upon the particular ex-
preflions, which, without feeing the whole,
it 1s impoffible to give any opinion about. I
have heard not a word of what you mention
as news in your letter of the fecond of this
month, except, that all my letters from Lon-
don agree in the fame reprefentation of the un-
fettled and unhappy ftate of things, and of
the divifions which prevail. You are fo fully
apprized of my general fentiments, that it is
unneceflary for me to repeat them, andif I

E 2 un-
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did, I thould not finith this letter foonﬂe'fiou'gﬁ
" for the poft ; I will, therefore, onlyadd, that
I fhall be in town on the 1gth in the morning,

being the day fixed for the meeting of the
Houfe. ’

Iam, &c.
GEO. GRENVILLE,

NO. Xa

Charleton, Fuly 19, 1770
Dear Sir,

I DID not receive your letter of the 6th of
this month, until this morning, which was
occafioned by its being diretted to me near
Ailefbury, inftead of near Tame .in Oxford-
thire, which is our poft town, and by its not
finding me at home, in confequence of which,
it was fent after me to this place, where I
have been this week upon a vifit to Lord Suf-
folk. If I had received it in time; I fhould
not have delayed till now to have acknowled-
ged it, and to have withed you joy of the
fituation in which you have engaged. Iam
very {enfible of the obliging expreflions con-
teaed in 1t with regard to myfelf, and thould

‘ have
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have been truly {orry if any confideration, te-
lative to me alone, had prevented you froin
accepting an offer, which you thought ad-
Vantagcous arid honourable to you, and which
I am perfuaded, no man is more able or more
willing to difcharge, with induftry and fidelity
towards the King and his people, in the pre-
fent diftracted ftate of aﬂ"ai/rs in Americd. I
thall {ee with real pleafure, any meafure taken,
which may contribute to that great obiet, the
importance and confequences of which are,
I fear, not yet {ufficiently felt, and therefore,
T told you, when I faw you, I defpaired of
any thing being done, in which opinion I am
ftill more confirmed by the accounts which I
have lately received from London. I am
much obliged to Lord Hillfborough, for. the
juftice which you fay he does to me, and
which I fhall be always defirous and ready to
teturn. I fhall leave thi$ place to-morrow,
‘and thall get to Wcolton. I very fincerely
wifh you more -comfotrt and fatisfaction than
my own mind can promife to any man, who
is to fail in the prefent flormy weather, with-

out a compafs to guide him in the troubled
' {ea,



[ 30 1]

fea, in which you are embarked, and am, very
truly, dear Sir,
Your moft faithful and obedient fervant,
GEO. GRENVILLE.

\,r No. XI.

Project of a permanent Union and Settlement
awith the Colonzes.

THE cement that unites the Colones

againft Great Britain, 1s their common aver-
fion to taxation by Parliament. State chicane
or lawyers craft will not do with the Colonies,
they have loft all confidence in the integrity
of Parliament, and until confidence 1s res
ftored, treaty is impoflible. Parliamerit muft
therefore endeavour to beget eonfidence by
putting it out of its own power to deceive.
The line by which the exercife of its au-
thority in point of taxation over the Colo-
nies is to be limited, muft be clearly drawn
and defined in an a& of Parliament, and the
conditions to which the Colonies are to fub-
mit fully exprefled. The Colonies have 4
right to this, for their condition is not fimilar
to that of a foreign ftate treating with us.
Whatever be the terms we may give them,

they
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they can have no fecu:ity for our adherence,
but our own good faith ; for if they return to
their allegiance upon any terms, they will put
themfelves wholly i our power, and cannot
compel the performance of the treaty, whereas
a foreign State after a treaty is in the fame
condition as before, and equally capable of
compelling a performance of the terms. We
ought to treat with the Colonies in the {fama
manner as a man treats with a woman he in-
tends to marry: it is but fit he thould declare
what her condition 1s to be when the becomes
his wife before the marries, for when fhe s
married the cannot alter it. The Colonies
know their firength confifts in their union,
and that union is not likely to {ubfift if they
come to treat. 'They cannot, therefore, be
blamed for avoiding a treaty fo long as they
are in doubt what terms will be offered. They
cannot, indeed, compel us to the performance
of any terms when they have once fubmitted,
but they may juftly think, that to whatever
terms the public faith fhall be {olemnly
pledged in an act of Parliament as a prelimi-
nary to atreaty, the honour and probity of the
Englith nation will compel an adherence on
the part of Government, It being our intereft

2 [1¢]
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10 bring the Colonies to treat, we ought to taks
the pains to remove their objections to treat-
ing, and this I apprehend would be done, if
an'a& were pafled to the purport and effedt
following : viz, |

‘Whereas it is both juft and reafonable that
all Britith {ubjeéts who partake of the advan-
tages of this free Conflitution, thould contris
bute in proportiori, ta their ability to the pub-
lic charge neceflarily incurred for the gf:ncral
fafety and happinefs,

And whereas the charge of maintaining 2
fleet and army, and providing ordnance and
military ftores, together with the expence of
fuch parts of the civil Adminiftration as
equally refpe& the whole empire, has amount-
ed in times of peace to the {fum of four mil
Hons, exclufive of the eftablifhments maintan-
ed by Ireland.

And whereas the number of inhabitants in,
Great Britain is computed to amount to eight
millions, and the number of inhabitants in the
Britith provinces on the coaft of the Atlantic
in North America, is computed to amount to

two,
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two millions and an half, and thefefore the
juft proportion of the aforefaid fum of four
milliois to be contributed by thie faid pro-
vinces;, appears to be 5-16ths, or 1,2¢0,008,
more efpecially;as befdes the fumof 2,750,000
which would ftill remiain to be 121fed by the
inhabitants of Great Britain as their proportion
of the aforefaid {um of four millions, the
faid inhabitants muft continue to be charged
with the whole public debt, the principal of
which amounts to .5 and the an-
nual charge for the intereft thereof, amounts
to nearly the fum of , although
great patt of the faid debt was incurred in
carrying on the two laft wars, the chief ob-
jjéé’cs of which weré the defence and pfoteétion
of the Bfitifh provinces in America; and the
{ecurity of their commerce. Nevertliclefs, as
it has ever been the defire of Parliament to
promote the profperity and hap“pi_nefs of the
inhabitants of the faid provinces in common
with that of their fellow fubjeés in Great
Britain, and becaufe very great advantages are
derived to the inhabitants of Great Britain from
their exclufive commerce with the faid pro-
vinces, which commerce it is intended fhall

always remain confined to Great Britain as
F here-
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heretofore, or carried on under fuch regul&‘-’
tions and reftraints as Parliament thall impofe;
therefore, inftead of the aforementioned fun -
“of 1,250,000 with which the faid provinces
might in juftice be charged as their fair pro-
portion of the fum of four millions which ap-
pears to be the amournt of the ordina'ry ex+
pences of Government in times of peace; ex-
clufive of the charge for mntereft of the public
debt, it is propofed that the {fum to be contri-
buted by the provinces fhall be no more than
eight per cent. of the rated value of all com-
modities exported from the fame in every year.
The amount of which contribution, according
to the rated value of the exports from all the
faid provinces in the bigheft years in times
paft, cannot be computed to exceed the fum
of 300,000 per annum for feveral yéars to
gome, which is not 1-13th part of the afore-
faid charge of four millions, and cannot in-
creafe but with the profperity and riches of
each province. Wherefore be it enacted, that
when the General Court ot General Aflembly
of any of the provinees aforefaid thall pafs an
alt or alls, and the fame thall be approved by
his Majefty, his heirs and fucceflors, for rai-
fing a fum of money equal to eight per cent:

of
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of the rated value of all the commodities ex-
ported from the faid province in the year 1763,
to be dlfpofed of by Parliament ; and thall alfo
declare on behalf of themfelves and all future
General Courts .or General Affemblies, that
they will continue to grant and raife in every
future year, unto his Majefty, his heirs and
fucceflors for ever, to be difpofed of by Par-
liament, fuch fum or {fums of money as fhall
amount to eight per cent. of the rated value
of all commodities exported from the faid pro=
vince in the year next preceding refpe&ively.
That then and from thenceforth, all dutiesand
taxes impofed in the faid province by any a&
or a&s of Parliament upon any commaodity im-
ported into the faid province (except fuch du-
ties or taxes as are charged upon commodities
of foreign growth or manufaéture) fhall ceafe
and determine. And be it further enacted,
that the produce of all duties and taxes im-
pofed by any a& or ats of Parliament now
of force, upon any commodity of foreign .
growth or manufacture imported into the faid
province, or upon any commodity the pro-
duct of the faid province, exported out of the
faid province, fhall be paid over and accounted
for 1o the General Court or Genelal Aﬂembly

I‘ 2 Of
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of the faid province. And be it furthey enad-
ed, that the produce of all duties or taxes
Whvch may hereafter be impofed by any a
or afts of Parliament upon any commodity
imported into or exported out of the faid pro-
vince, fhall be paid over and accounted for to
the General Court or General Affembly of the

f2id provmcp.

But in order to {ecure tq the publjc the con- |
frant and regular grant and payment of the
contributicn before mentloned and that good
and fufficient funds may be prov1ded and
charged with the payment thereof, be it far-
ther enaéted, that if it thall {o happen thatany,
General Court or General Aﬁ'emblyy_" of any pro-
vince, after paffing an ac or a@s for the pur-
pofe aforefaid, fhallfor the fpace of one whole
year negle&t or refufe to ";-continue to make
fuch grant, or to make cood any deficiency
of the funds affigned for the payment of
the fum gmnted in any former year, that
then ‘and “from henceforth a duty or tax of
@lcht per cent. of the rated value of aH com-
mmhtv*» exported out of the faid p10v1nce
ﬂlal‘ commence upon all commodltles ex-
portcd out of the fame, which tax or duty

R fhal
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fhall continue to be charged and levied upom
all commodities erorted until the General
Court or General Aflembly fhall make fuch
grant and provifion, and make good fuch de-
ﬁcien“_c.y as aforefaid, and fhall then ceafe to be
Jevied or charged ; any thing contained in any
former at or alts to the contrary notwith-
Pmndlncr And be it farther ena&ed that from
and after the pafling of fuch aé or alts as
’aforefai’d, by any General Court or General
Aﬂémbly of any of the aforefaid provinces, and
his Majefty’s approbation thereof, the at of his
prefent Majefty, intitled, &c. (The Tea A&)
thall be, and is hereby declared to be repealed
in réfpe& to fuch province; any thing contain-
ed in the faid alt to the contrary notwith-
ﬁandmcr -

No. XII..

Im‘ercou/ ¢ between Great Britain and the Unj-
m’ States.

The order of council for opening a trade be-
tween Great Britain and the United States ha-
,‘.g/’ing only direted, that it fhall be carried on
pponfhe fame fopt as when they were confi~

T dered
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dered as Britith Colonies,. it is proper to s
quire how far that meafure 1s adapted to their
prefent condition, and will ferve the purpofe
of {ecuring to us the advantages of their trade.

As Colonies, they were reftrained from im-
porting any foreign manufacture except from
Great Britain, and from exporting in moft cafes
any of their produts except to Great Britain,
and Parliament, defirous of drawing fome re-
venue from them, continued part of the 'du-
ties paid upon the importation of foreign ma-
nufactures into Great Britain upon their re-ex-
portation to the Colonies. It alfo retained a
part of the duties paid upon the importation of
certain of the American produéts upon their
re-exportation to foreign countries. Thefe dys
ties in both cafes are continued by the order of
Council, but it ought to have been confidered
that the United States can zow import all fo-
reign manufaCtures direétly from the places
where they are made without coming through
Great Britain, and that they can naw fend all
their produés to every foreign market without
touching here, confequently thefe duties will
operate as an obftryction to their coming herg

' either
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either to pu_rchafe foreign goods or felf to fos
reign markets; and it being our intereft that
this country thould continue to be as it was
heretofore, their common mart for all commo-<
dities, the duties which remain upon re-expor-
tation in both cafes ought to be taken off. By
the ac of the 4th of his prefent Majeity the old
{ubfidy duty, which is 5 pef cent. of the ra-
ted value, is retained upon all foreign goods ex-
cept white callicoes and muflins éxported to the
Colonies, and by the fame act a duty of three
fhillings per piece islaid upon all French Jawns
and cambrics. ‘There are befides a variety of
duties upon Eaft India goods and alfo upon
gertain of our own manufactures exported to
the Colonies, all of which being retained up-
on exportation to the United States, will be ani
incitement to them to purchafe them or fimilar
goods from: other countries. But to proceed
furely and regularly in doing this, I would re=
commend that orders be fent to the commiffio-
ners of the cuftoms and excife to report what
duties and excifes are charged or remain un-
drawn back wpon foreign and Britifh goods
exported to the Colonies. In the mealt times
we fhould proceed without delay to take off
the duties which remain upon the re-exporta=

: tion
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tion of theu rice and tobaccd: It 1§ of vaﬂ Ima
portance t6 Great Britain that this countly'
thould continite to be the miart for bith thefe
commodities: The rice exported from Caro-
Jina and G corgid before the war amounted to
30,000 tofis, anr’L the freight wis miofe than
half the firfl coft. Néar 20,066 tons of thig
was brought to Great Britiin though, not more
than 1500 was confumed here and i Ireland,
all the reft was fold to foreign agents and re-
exported to Holland and differerit ports in the
German ocean and the Baltic Sea, and the va-
Tue remitted here. The rice beirig too hea-
vy to be put betweeri decks, the owhers took
in indigo and deer fkins at a low frelcrht to fill
the thip up with, and the fame r_eafdn will al-
ways operateé to attach thofe commodities to
the rice, arid if we have it we fhall have them;
The people of €arolina and GeOrgia will fHilt
have inducements to fend us their rice as tda
general mart for the north of Europe; if wedo
not by our duties force them from us, as they
eannot fo well know in America as here, where
the beft price will be given, and {o many might
{end to the fame port, that fome markets would
be overftocked and others without a fupply.
The payment too would be more tedious and

Pré-



[o4r ]

precdrious, and they could not avail themfelyes
of the credit of their factors to procure fupplies
of negroes and neceffaries in the mean time.
Our merchants fend them fupplies before their
crops are reaped upon the credit of them, and
they are well paid for their advance by a dou-
ble commiflion, befides intereft, on both what
they fend and what they receive in payment.
The duty which remains undrawn back upon
rice re-exported is yid per cent. to which is
to be added the thrice five per cent. which
has lately been laid upon all duties 5 the whole
thould therefore be immediately taken off by
A of Parliament.

"The fame as has been ftated refpecting rice,
may be applied to tobacco with this difference,
that the quantity of tobacco is much larger and
the value much greater, and confequently that
the retaining the trade in it is an objet of ftill
greater importance to our commerce and navi-
gation than therice; it behoves us to lofe no
time in this bufinefs, for as the thips which
carry out our goods could not bring back
one fixth of either their rice or tobacco, they
muft order light fhips to come for the other

five fixths, and if they are not informed that
‘ G our
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otit duties are taken off, they will fend to ol
land for thips, and fend their produ&s there
for a market ; the confequence of - which will
be, not only the lofs of freight toout thipping,.
but a conne&ion will arife between: them and
the Dutch; who can fupply them with negroes;
and, when they feel the advéntages- of “the
commiffion; will give them credit to fecurs
their cuftom. :

No. XIif.

Intercourfe besween the Britifb Colonies and he
Unisted States.

IN the confideration of what intercourfe
thould be permitted between the Britith Co-
- lonies and the United States, it is neceflary to
include that of the regulations under which
the trade between the Britith Colonies inr North
America, and the Weft Indies is carried on:

Our Weft India iflands draw from Nortk
America fupplies of falted beef, and pork, and
fith, flour, bifcuit, Indian corn, rice, peas, live
cattle, fheep and horfes, naval ftores, timber
of all denominations, generally called lumber,
and they fend them in return, {ugar, rumy

, mo-
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imolafles, coﬁ%e at a duty of feven fhillings
per cwt. and pimento at one penny per pound
and cotton free of duty, 'The continental Co-
Ionies are permitted to bring from the foreign
iflands, Mufcovada fugar, upon paying a duty
at importation of five thillings per cwt, molafleg
at one penny per gallon, white {ugars twenty-
feven fhillings per cwt. coffee three pound
per cwt. indigo fixpence per pound. As the law
now {tands, our Weft India iflands will have
the preference of the confumption of our
North American Colonies far their {ugars,
molafles, indigo, and coffee ; and the North
American Colonies will have our Weft India
iflands exclufively to {upply with lumber and
provifions of American produce, and if they
do not like the price, may carry them to the
foreign iflands, If our North American Co-
Jonies were able to {upply all the wants of our
iflands, as our iflands can fupply them with
what they want of Weft India produts, the
line would be eafy to draw ; for it would only
be neceflary to confine their trade reciprocally
to each other; but our North American Colo-
nies in their prefent ftate cannot fupply our
iflands, and therefore the United States muft
for the pr efent be called in to thelr affiftance,
G 2 and,
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and the iflands muft be permitted to pay them
in their produéts. But whatever permiffions
of thiskind are given it thould be remembered,
that - the object of this country is to exclude
ihe communication of foreigners with our Co-
lonies, and that whenever our North American
Colonies fhall be 1n a condition to fupply our
iflands wholly, the interference of foreigners is
to be prevented. ‘The intercourfe, thérefore,
which it may be properto permit between our
Colonies and the United States, thould not be
a ftipulation of treaty, but a mere permiffion or
indulgence without condition or equivalent,
Our iflands can be amply fupplied with falted
fith from Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, and
Ireland and Scotland will continue to affift
them with herrings. Fifh thould therefore
‘not be permitted to be brought but in Britith
veflels, and by Britith {ubje@s from Britith
ports. Salted beef can be had: from Ireland,
and falted pork alfo, though not fo cheap as
formerly from Northy, America ; but at prefent
the United States have little to {pare, fo that
excluding them will be no material injury ta
our iflands, and it will encourage the raifing
cattle and hogs in Nova Scotia and Canada,
live cattle, and theep and hogs and horfes muft
' ' for
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for the prefent be fuffered to be brought from,
the United States. Flour, bifcuit, Indian corn,
rice, potatoes and peas, muft likewife be al-
Jowed. Lumber muft alfo be allowed, until
Nova Scotia and Canada have provided fuf-
ficlent quantities, and to encourage them to
do fo, the reftraint upon their exportaton to
foreign markets thould be taken off.

Before the war, Canada exported large
quantities of flour and wheat,” and if the -
Vermont people are encouraged to bring them
down Lake Champlain, very confiderable {up-
plies may fpeedily be drawn from thence.
Pitch, tar, and turpentine are not to be had
from Canada or Nova Scotia, they muft, there-
fore, be allowed to be brought from the Uni-
ted States; and Cyprefs boards and fhingles
from the Southern States,

As our iflands muft be permitted to draw
various fupplies from the United States, if
they be not permitted to pay for them in their
produ&s, it will be the occafion of draining
them of all their {pecie money, which would
be laid out at the foreign iflands. Indeed, this
will bea good deal the cafe, even when they

: are
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are permitted to purchafe our producs, as oug
Planters demand higher prices than the Fren’cﬁ
or Danes; and the only remedy is, # eoﬁﬁﬂe
the trade to owr own fubjells and our g
Colonies, awhenever i can properly be done,
But todo the beft we can at. prefent, the duties
upon Britith ifland eoffee imported into our
own Colonies in North America, fhould be
taken off, or otherwife, our Colonigs there
will {upply themfelves clandeftinely with fo-
reign, through the United States, who wil}
have it free of all duty. |

To encourage the diftilleries ; in Nova Scotig
and Quebec, and the brewerles of Spruce beer,
there and at Newfoundland, and enable them
to fell their fpirits as cheap as the Bofton
diftillers, it will be proper to take off the
one penny per gallon duty on foreign mo-
laffes, our own iflands furmfhlnd but an in~
confiderable quantity.

The United States having permiffion to fith
mn all the bays and rivers of Newfoundland
and Nova Scotia, great opportunity will be
afforded them of fupplying our fithermen
with their rum ; and indeed, with all ereign,.v

COoM=,
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orimodities, which are cheaper than oufs ;
the utmoft vigilance in our cruizers willy
therefore, be neceflary to prevent any dealings
between our fithing fhips and theirs; but
{muggling is far from the greateft of the evils; -
which that article of the treaty is calculated
to bring upon us, as will appear from what
I have ftated in the paper refpecting the News
foundland fithery.

No. X1V.
New Eflablifoments for the American Loyalifis.

THE Britith dominioris on the continent
of Amerita, being reduced to Nova Scotia and
a flrip of Canadé; it 1s matter- of the mofk
ferious confideration, how the country we
poflefs, may be rendered moft advantageous
to this nation, and retained as an appendage
of it. Sad experience may have taught us, that
without the latter confideration 1s made the
chief object of our plans, our fuccefs i the
former will be but precartous and temporary.
‘The permanency of their conneétion with this
country thould, therefore, be the ground of
every meafure refpeCting our Colonies. The

advan-



[ a8 ]
advantage to be derived from them fhould
-the fecond objeét of our attention, and their
profperity to be encouraged only fo far asiit
may confift with thofe two; for it would
be much better to have no Colonies at alt; than
not to have them permianently corine@ed with
this country; and fubfervient to the increafe of
its maritime ftrength and commercial profpe:
rity. Upon thefe principles, - the eonftitutions
or political regulations of the Colonies ought
to be founded; and the greateft care and atten
tion ought to be taken to frame them properly,
for the records of the Board of Tradé cannot
be ufed as precedents; the lea&ing motives of
all our anicient {ettlerients having beéen the n-
creafe of our commerce only, without any at-
tention to their permanent connection with
this country. It fhould, indeed, feem from
the New-England Colonies Charters, that the
Minifters who framed them, fo far from in-
tending to fetain thofe Colonies in a depen
dance on England, meant them as teceptaclés
of all fubjeés who were or. fHould be difcon:
tented with the conftitution of this country;
and withed to withdraw themfelves from it.
If they had no farther views in planting thofe

Colonies, their policy was fhallow and felf-
I ifh,
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ith, and if they looked forward atall to fu-
turity, they wanted wifdom to fecure the ad-
vantages they intended to confer upon it. But
wewho have feel} the confequences- of‘t,heir neg-
ligence or weaknefs, would be infinitely more
culpable if we did not profit by our experience,
and corre&, in the confhtutions of thofe Co-
lonies which remain to us, thofe vices which
were interwoven or {prung up' from the con-
ftitution of thofe which have revolted, and occa-
fioned their feparation from us.,  One would
think it was no difficult matter to forefee that
difimilarity in religion would naturally pro-
duce difference of fentiments refpeing po-
litical liberty, and that without epifcopacy or
a clergy, confifting of different orders, and in-
dependent of the laity, both in the exercife of
their funéions, and - for their {ubfiftence,
monarchy would not thrive. All religions and
{e&ts were, however, fully tolerated in New-
England, except the Roman Catholic and
the national church, the only two which
are governed by an Hierarchy. To corre&®
this capital error, let us begin &y effablifbing
the church of England in all its forms, and
granting a full toleration to the Roman Ca-
H ‘ tholic:



[ 5]
tholic.  ‘This will  be the moft effectul
means of excluding Republicans, 4nd drawing
the Epifcopalians out of the Revolted Colo-
nies into our own, and eftablithing an ever-
lafting barrier between them.* The whole
country fhould be divided into parifhes, and
glebe lands fet apart in every patith, andallot-
inents made for {choolmafters alfo; the pre-
fentation fo all benefices to be in the Gover-
nor, but the vifitation, difcipline, and fif:
penfion to be in thé Bifthop 5 the final femoval
in the Governor and Council. Tlhe lands to
be granted fubje&t to a quit rent, but the Go-
- vernor authorized to declare, that as foofias -
the Legiflature fhall grant a pérmanent reve

# The fucceeding adminiftration, inftead of purfuing
this plan with proper earneftnefs, fuffered the Americans
to get the ftart of them, by forming dn Epifcopal church
upon the model of the Church of England, and even
generoufly affifted them to counteraél one great object:
of the plan, viz. The inciting the Epifcopatians whoj
except the Roman Catholics, are the only friends to
monarchy in all America, to remove into the Britifh
territories for the fake of living under the eftablifhment
of that church, by pafling ah aé& for ¢orifecratinig thiree
Bifliops for thofe States, many months before they fent ont
the fulitary one to Nova Scotia; and feveral of the emi~
grants, upon hearing what had been done, have actudlly

‘gone back from Nova Scotia to the United States.
3 ' nue
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nue for the fupport of Government, the pra-
duce of the quit rents will be given to be dif-
pofed of by them; but in the mean  time,
grants to all Loyalifts to be difcharged of quit
rents for ten years.

Sull further, to prevent the admiffion of In-
dependents, it fhould be required of every
perfon applying for land in any of the Colo-
nies, that he come before the Governor and
Council, and make and fubfcribe a declaration
in the following words: ¢ Ido promife and
¢¢ declare, that I will maintain and defend the
¢¢ authority of the King in his Parliament, as
¢¢ the fupreme Legiflature of this Province
“ in all cafes, taxation excepted.”* And it
thould be inferted as a condition in the grant,
that all inhabitants who may come to the pat-
feffion of any part of the lands contained in it,
whether by purchafe or inheriance (except
infants) thould make and {ubfcribe the fame
declaration before a juftice of the peace, with-
in twelve months after coming into pofleflion,
and fhould regifter it in the Secretaries office,

* The Parliament has declared by an a&, that i
will not impofe any taxes in the Colonies.
Haz on
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on pain of forfeiture of the lands to the Crown.
There is nothing in the prefent. conflitution
of Canada, that would obftru& thefe regula-
tions, nor would there be any great difficulty
in introducing them into Nova Scotia; and a
new province may, with much cenvenience
and advantage, be formed out of the latter, a
it now ftands bounded by Canada and the
United States. The Bay of Funday, and the
Bay Verté, almoft divide it into two parts,
and render the communication by land, be-
tween that part which lies to the weft of
thofe Bays, with Halifax, extrefne}y difficult,
I would, therefore, propofe to draw a ling,
acrofs the Ifthmus, leaving the cauntty to the
eaft of it, and the ifland of Cape Breton as
the Province of Nova Scotia, and erett the
country from the river 8t. Croix, to the Gulph
of St. Lawrence, and from the Line acrofs
the Ifthmus to the Line of Canada, into 2
new province, placmg the feat of Goverm
ment on the river St. John, No vyery con-
iiderable expence would attend this meafure,
as I prefume the civil offices would be given
to fuch diftinguithed Loyalifts, as have allow-

ances from this country,- and as the lands
would
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would increafe in yalue much fooner, and the
fettlement proceed much more rapidly,. be-
caufe of the proximity of the feat of Govern-
ment, than if the country continued a part of
Nova Scotia ; great numbers of Loyalifts from
the Northern States would take grants of
lands there, as fome compenfation for the lofs
of their eftates in the Revolted Provinces, and
as the fame quit rent thould be referved as is
referved in Nova Scotia, a revenue would arife
in a few years equal to the charge of the Go-
vernment. ‘The eftablithment of a military
poft at St. Croix, as a frontier to the United
States, which muft take place, will naturally
draw inhabitants to fettle under its prote&tion.
They will require a port of entry and clear-
ance, and courts of juftice; and in a little
time, a {eparate Government will be found ne-
ceflary ; but the conftitution muft then be
framed to the palates of the inhabitants, who
from living fo long without Government, will
have loft their loyalty and become republicans,
and rather difpofed to conneét with the United
States, than continue dependent on Great
Britain. The country is now without inha-
bitants, thofe who will go there immediately,

will be loyal and abhorrers of Republicanifm.
They
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They will gladly receive a Conftitution cal-:
culated to cherith monarchical principles, and.
to reprefs republican ideas, and of a tendency to
bmd them to Great Britain ; and it will be the
fault of Adminiftration if {uch a Conftitution
be not eftablithed, as will render their union
with this country happy and permanent,
Where {0 much good may arife from the adop-
tion of this prepofition, and fo much evil may
follow from neglecting it, a {mall difference,
in expence ought not to{way the judgement tq
decide againﬁ ity

No. XV,

THE beft provifion in our power having
been made for the accommodation of the Loy—i
alifts of the northern States, it is equally necefs
fary to thew attention to thbfc of the fouthern,
efpecially to thofe unfortunate people who
have fixed their refidence in Eaft Florida, from
whence they muft again remove. o

The only territory in the Britifh poflef
fion that can accommodate them is the
Bahama Iflands. The climate and culture
they are ufed to, and are fuch as thelr

| ‘negroes
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hégroes can be advantageouﬂy employed 13
and it is of great importance to the fafety of
our trading fhips from Jamaica, the Bay of
Honduras, and even from the Leeward Iflands,
that thofe iflands thould remain to Great Bri-
tain, and unlefs they are inhabited by fuch a
number of loyal {ubjelts as may be able to re~
fift any {udden attack, before fuccour can ar-
rive from Europe, they muft fall into the
hands of the United States or the Spaniards,
when any difpute happens with either.

"T'he foil of thefe iflands has never been vefted
ih the Crown, but remains the property of the
Lords Proprietors of Carolind, to whom it was
originally granted. An agreement was made
with them half a century ago, but the purchafe
money, 8oool. was never paid, nor. the deeds
executed. The purchafe thould now be made.
and confirmed by an A& of Parliament, and
the vacant lands, of which there is 4 large
quantity parcelled out amongft the fouthern
Loyalifts, {ubject to a reafonable quit rent.
Exuma Sound, which is a fafe and capacious
harbour, has a fufficient depth of water for
thips of the line to ride in, which is a
circumftance of infinite importance both for

offence
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offence to our énemies and P"r'ote'&fbﬂ to our
own commerce ; for it is to be confidered that
we have not now a fingle Britith port between
St. Chriftopher’s and Nova Seotia, to give pro-
teftion to a difabled or feparated Weft India
fhip, to receive a captured enemy, or to be a
fration for a cruifer. Exuma ought there-
fore to be immediately put in a conditiorn fuit«
able to thofe purpofes.

No: XVL

Ar the Court of St. James’s the id of
Fuly, 1783

P RESENT

The King’s MosT EXCELLENT MAJESTY
in COUNCIL.

WHEREAS by an A& of Parliament
pafled this feflion, intitutled, ¢ An Aé for
preventing certain inftruments from being re-
quired from fhips belonging to the United
States of America, and to give to his Ma-
jetty, for a limited time, certain powers, for
the better carrying on trade and commerce

' | between
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between the fubjects of his Majefty’s domi-
nions and the inhabitants of the faid United
States.” It is amongft - other things enaéed,
that during the continuance of the faid A&,
it thall and may be lawful for his Majefty in
Council, by order or orders to be iflued and
publithed from time to time, to give fuch di-
yeCtions and to make fuch regulations with
‘refpect to duties, drawbacks or otherwife, for
earrying on the trade and commerce between
the peaple and territories belonging to the
Crown of Great Britain, and the people and
territories of the United States, as to his Ma-
jefty in Council fhall appear moft expedient
and falutary, any law, ufage, or cuftom to the
contrary noﬁwithﬁandingé his Majefty doth
therefore, by and with the advice of his
- Privy Council, hereby order and dire&t, that
pitch, tar, turpentine, hemp, and flax, mafts,
yards and bowfprits, ftaves heading, timber,
boards, fhingles, and all other fpecies of lum-
her ; horfes, neat cattle, theep, hogs, poul-
try, and all other {pecies of live ftock and
live provifions ; peas, beans, potatoes, wheat,,
flour, bread, bifcuit, rice, oats, barley, and
all other f{pecies of grain, being the growth
gr production of any of the United States of

‘ I America,
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America, may (until further orders) be ims
ported by Britith fubjeits in Britifh built thips,
owned by his Majefty’s fubjets, and navi-
gated according to law, from any port of the
Unrted States of America, to any of his Ma-
}eﬁys Weft India iflands ; and that rum,
fugar, melafles, coffee, cocoa-nuts, ginger,
and pimento, may (until further orders) bq
exported by Britith fubjeéts in Britith built
thips, owned by his Majefty’s fubjets, and
navigated according to law, from any of hls
Majefty’s Weft Ig;dla iflands, to any port or
place within the faid United States, upon pay-
ment of the fame duties on exportation, and
fubject to the like rules, regulations, {ecurities,
and reﬁr1&1ons as the fame artlcles by law are,
or may be fubjec?c and liable to, 1f exported to
any Britith Colony or Plantatlon in Arerica; |
and the Right Honourable the Lords Com-
miffioners of his Majef’Cy s Treafury, and Lords
Commiffioners of the Admiralty, are to give
the neceffary direGtions herein, as to them may
refpelively appertaln
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No. XVIL.

Capy of a Letter from Lord SKCKVILLE o
Mr. Knox.

Stoneland Lodge, Fuly 4, 1783,
DeAr Srir,

I AM happy in hearing that your plan is
adopted, and that the trade between the Iflands
and the States is put upon the beft footing
that the prefent circumitances would admit.
Was it ignorance ar treachery that induced the
late Miniflers to ait as they did in whatever re-
lated to the commercial intereft of this country?
1 did not expect that the Cabinet would have
proceeded with fo much firmnefs and vigour
in preferring the intereft of Great Britain to
that of America, fupported by the Weft India
planters. I am perfuaded that whatever the
inclinations of the Minifters might have been,
they .would not have known how to proceed
had you not lent them your affiftance ; what
you propofe for Canada ftrikes me to be right,
provided you mean to keep that province.

Lord Shelburne plainly intended it fhould be
12 given
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given up, or he would not have permitted
Mr. Ofwald to have fettled fuch a boundary.
Go on and do us all the good you can, and
may every body be as fenfible of your merit
as I am, is the fincere wifh of,

Your faithful,
humble fervant,

SACKVILLE.

No. Xviil.

Extrat from the Minutes of the Lords of the
 Committee of Council for Trade. March
18, 1784.

Mr. KNOX attending, was called in and
defired to give their Lordfhips any information |
falling within his knowledge, relating to the
fubjet under confideration, and firft as to the
time when it might be expefted that fupplies
for the Weft India iflands might be derived
from Canada and Nova Scotia, and the mode
of conveyance.

Mr. Knox faid, be had been the perfon who
had fuggefled the regulations contained in the
eriders in Council refpecting American trade, and

had

i
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had been employed in framing the feveral orders y
that the objettions which were urged on behalf
of the Weft India merchants had been all
ftated to him, and had been fully confidered
prior to the iffuing the order refpeting the

trade between the VVeﬁ India iflands and the
United States.

- 'That it had been forefeen that fome immic+

diate difficulty might arife from want of the
fupplies which had been in courfe of coming
down, that the war had interrupted them, but
they had found means to get fome fupplies by
prizes, and others from this country ; that the
great point of confideration at ¢bat time (when.

the order was made) was, wbhether the fupplies
proper to be allowed from the United States,
Should be brought in American fbips, or confined
to fhips belonging to Great Britain. 'The arti-
cles intehided to be permitted to be brought
from the United States were, fuch as this coun-
try or Ireland could nct then fupply 5 and the
remaining Colonies in North America were
not then in a condition to fupply. It was not.
judged neceflary to allow the import of them
into the Weft India flands iz _fhips belonging to
the United States, nor was it apprebended there
would
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E’Vouid be any difficulty in obtaining the f'up)o
plies in /hips belonging to Great Britain. ‘The
fouthern States wete then almoft entirely with-
out fhippirig of their own: Georgia and Ca-
rolina had been both in our pofleffion, and
upon their evacuation no thips €ould be fup-
pofed to be left to the inhabitants. The fhip-
ping belonging to Virginia and Maryland had
been almoft entirely deftroyed by the expedi-
tion to the Cheafapeak 5 the fame had hap‘pened
to the thipping belonging to Pennfylvania in
the Delaware; and New York and the Jerfeys
would certainly be left in the fame fituation,
when New York fhould be evacuated by the
King’s tioops. The New England States,
therefore, were the only parts of the United
States which were poflefled of thipping, it
could not therefore be fuppofed that the
fouthern States would refufe to fell lumber and
provifions to Britifb fhips, becaufe the fthips be-
longing to the New-England States were not
permitted to czirry them. If, however, from
any fudden refentment of the reftraint of their
thips, they fhould form fome affociation to re-
fute to fell to the Britith thips, the owners of

the Brtith thips in the American feas were

much 1n the habit of having double regifters,

and
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and would probably qualify themfelves as thips
belonging to Americans, by having owners
refident in thofe ‘States. There were other
methods alfo of acquiring thofe fupplies, which
it was expe&ted would be put in pfa@cice, if
any difficulty arofe of obtaining the fupplies
the dire® way. They could be obtained
through the foreign iflands, as they had been
during the war ; and as by the former order
in Council, American thips were permitted to
bring the unmanufaétured produce of the
United States to Great Britain, it would be
very eafy for any fhip that intended to take a
cargo to the Weft India iflands, to clear out
for Great Britain; and as there was neither
bond nor penalty to oblige her to perform
the voyage according to her declaration, no
inconvenience could follow from her altering
her voyage, and going to the Weft India

flands,

On theother hand, the injury to the navigation
of this country was apprehended to be {o great
from permitting American fbips to come to our
Weft India iflands, that it was thought highly
improper to allow it, rather than ritk fome
{mall inconvenience to the iflands by the re-

ftraint.
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ftyaint. The number of the fhips which, acs
cording to the Cuftom Houfe returns, annu-
ally failed from North America to the Weft
Indies (Foreign and Britith taken together)
werg about 700 fail of topfail veflels, and
from 1500 to 1600 floops, the quantity of
tonnage about 112,000 ton, but the number
of floops was not {o great as the Cuftom Houfe
accounts fateit, by two thirds, as {everal made
three voyages in the year, but the tpnnage em-
ployed in the trade is precifely the fame. Up- .
on the queftion, whether the {ame rule held
with refpect to the topfail veflels ! It was an-
fwered, that it does not to the fame extent.
Being atked whether an Englifh thip having an
American regifter, makes the fame ¢onfidered
gs an American fhip; or whether a certain
proportion of American failors is not alfo re-
quired ? It was anfwered, they have never in-
quired into the hands by which the veflel i
navigated. He faid, that from the quantity of
tonnage, the number of feamen may be com-
puted, the ufual allowance being one man
to every 12 ton, which would give aboyt gooo.
jeamen for the navigation of the whole number
of thefe thips, as ftated in the Cuftom Houfe ac-
counts, that the proportion was greater in fmall
veflels,
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veflels thanin large ; but two thirds being de-
ducted from the number of floops, the num-
ber of feamen will be confiderably lefs.

That it appears that the number of topfail
veflels that have arrived from the Weft India
iflands in North America has been nearly the
fame with the number, which have failed from
thence for the Weft India iflands. '

The courfe of the trade with the Weft In-
dia iflands is as follows : The principal Britith
“inerchants aré concerned with houfes in the
Weft Indies to whom they fend their fhips,
which carry out goods from hence, and who
provide cargoes of the Weft India produce to
load them home. ‘Thefe thips are called fatis
oned thips, and feldom or ever vary their courfe ;
but there are many others who go to the Welt
Indies to look for freight,and are called feekers,
in contradiftin&ion to the ftationed thips.
When we exported grain to Portugal and the
fouthern parts of Europe, Madelra, and the
African iflands, many of the thips which car-
ried the fame, when they had left their car-
" goesof grain, went on to the Weft Indies to
look for freight. ‘The fhips alfo which arri-

K ' VCd
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ved there from the coaft of Africa with negroés .
warited freight home. It often happened that
freight was not to be had when thefe fhips
arrived, the merchants to whom the fhips
were configned, not being prepared to load
them ; therefore to fave expence and preferve
the thips from being eaten by the wormsin the
Weft Indian feas, or to avoid the hurricanes in
that feafon of the year, they took on board as
much rum, molafles, and fugar, as would pay
for a cargo of lumber and provifions in North
America, with which they returned in time to
receive a cargo for Eﬁrope; or if they were
not certain of that, and they found a freight in
North America for Europe, they took it from
thence. This trade would be almoft ‘entirely
prevented by permitting the Americans to
bring their lumber and provifions down in theix
own fhipping, and confequently fo much sju-
ry would arife to the Weft India trade by cut-
ting off this refource from the feekers, which
might prevent {o many of them going out to
bring hormie their produce, which would occa~
fion great lofs and diftrefs to the {mall plan~
ters,

Mr.
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Mr. Knox being afked his opinion, whether
the 700 topfail veflels, {tated by him as carry~
ing on the trade between the Weft India iflands
and the United States, are in general fhips,
which belong to the fubje&s of Great Britain,
refident in Great Britain? replied, that at the
time he fpoke of no diftinétion was made be-
tween thips belonging to fubjetts of Great Bri-
tain generally, or fubjelts refident in Great Bri-
tain; but be believes many of them fo be fhips
employed by fubjells refident in Great Britain.

Being afked, whether the trade for freight
was carried on to profit, between the Weft
Indies and North America, as he ftated it ? faid,
it was relatively profitable by giving employ-
ment to thips, which would have been other-
wife unemployed, but it would not have been

{o ébﬁxia&edl_}f._

Being afked, whether the thips to which he
alludes, were employed in the general trade of
the country, or confined to that carried on be-
tween America and the Weft Indies? believes
many of them were employed in the general
trade of this country. -

K 2 Be-
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Bieng afked, whether he imagines, that if
1'1berty was given to the United States to im-
port their lumber into the Weft Indies in zbesr
own fbips, it would diminifh the navigation of
Great Britain ? Suppofes it would very much, ef-
pecially as the United States would probably make
v gation laws in their own favour.

Being afked, whether the fhips_ which he
had ftated to arrive {ometimes in the 1flands be+
fore the crops of {ugar were ready, and the
merchants prepared to load them, if they had
not made the intermediate voyage to America,
would not, while waiting for their loading,
have laid upon demurrage ! rzplied, they cer-
tained would if chartered; butif feckers, they
Wwould have lain at the owners expence.

Being afked, if he does not apprehend thag
the North Americans would make ufe of the
fame artifice to get their veflels regiftered in
our iflands, in order to cover the property of
them, that he fuppofes we may do with re-
{pe& to our veflels in the ports of the United
States ? faid, heapprehended fo, if Government
did not take meafures to prevent them. Is of
opinion that if the reffriction had not, been laid

upon
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spon American fbipping, the {fouthern States has
ying no thipping of their own, would proba-
bly have lent their flag to French, Dutch, and
Danifb {hips ; by which the trade would bave
been carried on, and it would have been an iz-
ducement to the traders of thofe nations to have
ﬁrmed canneétions with the fubjetts of the Uni-
ted States, highly prejudicial to the trade of this
country.

Being afked, whether he does not think that
if Britith veflels were prevented from trading
between the Weft India iflands, and the ports
of the United States, and we fthould be forced
to take our fupplies from the foreign Hlands,
we thouldnot f{uffer nearly as much in our na-
vigation, as if we opened our Weﬁ India ports
to'the thips of the United States ? replied, he
apprehends we thould for the prefent, but that
the confequences would not be u/timately {a
prejudlcml Is of opinion, that there remaing
to Great Britain in North America, a fufficiens
country to fupply the Weft Indies with almoft every
article which is now permitted to be brought from
the United States, and when that country is

brought to g flate qf maturity, thofe articles may
be
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be badcheaper from thence, than they could have
been through the intervention of the foreign

Hlands, ) .
The queftion being afked, in cafe the Unis
ted States thould thut their ports to Britith vef=
fels, does he apprehend. it to be poffible, by
epening fome free port nearer to the United
States than the foreign iflands, to fecure the
trade of provifions and lumber to the {ubjeits
of Great Britain ! replied, be has not the leaft
doubt of it 3 for whatever may be their intens
tion, either as feparate States, or as united un-
der the congrefs, the coercive power of their-
Governments is /o fecble, and the general inte-
refts of the inbabitants fa directly againft fuch a
reflraint, that he does not apprehend it would
be poffible to prevent veflels coming to fuch
- free port, if the fame lay convenient. We
have feen, that during the bitternefs of the
war, when they had much more coercive
force, and the whole country was in arms
againft Great Britain, even then they could
not reftrain veflels from coming with fupplies,
to our iflands. They will have a ftrong im--
pulfe from the circumftance of our fettlements
1 Nova Scotia to fupply us, and prevent our
2 cons
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¢onfiring our refort for fupplies entnely o
Nova Scotla and Canada. The northern States
are exceedingly jealous of our fettlements up-
en the river St. John, from-whence we n may
draw fupplies of lumber fufficient for our
Weft India iflands for many years; and in re-
gard to Canada, it has already recovered fo
much from the devaftations of thie war, that
in the laft year that proVinoe {ent down {up-~
plies of beef and mutton to Newfoundland at
the rate of two pence per pound, and alfo
bread baked at Quebec, the quantity as much
as they wanted, and promlfed that this year
they would fupply them in much larger
quantity, and at cheaper rate. There came
two North American fhii)s with goods and
proviﬁons to Newfoundland, and Colonel Prin-
cle, commandant at that time, refufed to let
them deliver their cargoes, and he received the
thanks of the trading part of the inhabitants for
{o doing.

The queftion being aﬂ«;ed lePpoﬁnd the
United States thould, in refentment for this
reftrition prohibit, or lay high duties upon

Britith manufa&ures umported into the coun-
' tries
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tries Beionging fo the faid States, does he aps
prehend they could enforce fuch prohibition;
to the material detriment of this country?
Does nit apprebend they could by any means ens
Jorce fuch probibition; if inclined 10 do #t 5 for
notwithftanding the refufal of their vefels to
trade to our Weft India iflands has been uni-.
verfally known through all the United States,
the orders from thence for our manufaGtures
are at this time greater than at any period of .
the former peace. And if they were inclined
to enforce 1t, does not imagine they could find
means:  They were not able to do it in the beight
of the war. 'The United States have now but
little trade with any other nation of Europe,
who have all refufed to fend them out more
goods ; the underwriters fay, there are no
miore thips goinig from Hotfand or France, and
thofe which have gone lately, had fupercargoes -
with orders to difpefe of their cargoes, only
for value to be paid immediately, which not
being able to find, fome returned without breaks
ing bulk. Beingatked his opinion as to the effect
of opening a free port, faid, that a free port
in the neighbourhood would certainly facili-
tate the mntroduction of fupplies. And upon
the queftion, what port or ports it might be

moft
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moft advifable to open ? replied, an ifland that
is without produce of its own, and well cir-
cumftanced in refpe&t to local fituation and
harbour, conceives no wtlity whatever in open-
ing a free port in Nova Scotia. In the firft
place, it lies very much out of the way of -
the trade between the Weft India iflands and
thofe American States from whence we could
wifth to bring the produce. The articles that
might be brought from the United States near
to fuch free port, would certainly interfere
very much with the produce and cultivation of that
country which we wifb to promore. A free port
upon a continent could not be guarded in the
{ame manner as upon an ifland, and it would
be the means of introducing through the ports
of the United States fich foreign produce and
manufaltures as would come cheaper than thofe
of the Britifb-deminions. s of opinion, that it
would not be advantagaous to encourage fet-
tlement, and the cutting lumber in the pro-
vince of Maine, by the fubjetts of the United
States, by opening a free port for the recep-
tion of it in Nova Scotia. Being afked his
opinion as to the diftrefs the iflands are faid to
labour under, for want of fupply of lumber ?
apprehends, that the diffrefs will be very tempo-

L rarys
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yary, feveral faw miils being already ereéted
in Nova Scotia, and preparations made for
{upplying lumber from thence. Does not
know, whether the iflands have received their
fupplies for this year. Being afked by what
means the French iflands were {fupplied? fajd,
they were fupplied in great part from the
wine cafks fent out, which are eafily con-
verted into catks for {ugar; that the French
flands grow much better timber for building,
than can be had from America. - The con-
fumption of lumber in the foreign iflands is
very {mall in proportion to the demand for it
n ours, -

The queftion being afked, whether, thould
the prohibition continue which prevents the
North Americans carrying on commerce with
our fugar iflands in their own bottoms, the
iflands might not without hazard, and upon
moderate terms, be fupplied with lumber and
provifions ? apprebends they might, efpecially {f
the Bermudas is ereﬁed intq a free port.

234
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23d March 1784.

» William Knox, Efg. being called in, and -
defired to give their Lordfhips his opinion
upon the two following queftions, viz. *

Whether if the whole, or any part of the
United States, thould prohibit the thipping of
this country from loading in their ports with
the produce of the faid States, ot thould lay
fo high a tonnage duty upon Britith fhipping
as to amount to a prohibition, fuch a meafure
would not materially affe¢t the navigation of
this country to America, and prevent this
country from being the entrepdt of the produce
of the faid States ! and,

Whether in fuch cafe the commerce of this -
country would not materially fuffer by being
no longer the place where the {ubjects of the
faid States would make up their aflortments of
goods for the American markets ! faid, he
does not apprebend that a meafure of that kind
awould be generally adopted by the States, as it

* Thefe two queftions appear to have been framed
by Mr. Atkinfen,

L 2 would
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would be [o extremely prejudicial to their own
intereft, not by the fouthern States efpecially,
who have very bulky commodities to-exports
and have but little thipping of their own, and
this country s the beft market or place of fale for
a confiderable part of their products, and the com-
modsties which they want mof, they can only have
Jfrom this country. But if from refentment for
not permitting their fhipping to be received in
our Weft India iflands, or if by way of zhreat
to this country, to induce us to receive their
thipping, they thould pafs a&ts or refolves to
prohibit intercourfe with this country; be
apprebends they would find it very difficult to en=
force the execution of them 5 as even during the
war, the commodities and manufactures of this
couniry found means to get thither. Should
they, however, find meaus of preventing it en-
girely, it certainly would be prejudicial to the
commerce of this country.

At the end of the firft day’s examination,
I gave an account of the regulations I had {ug-
gefted, and Lord North had adepted and di=
reCted to be carried into execution, while he
was Secretary of State, refpefting our remain~ |
ing territories in North America; when Lord

Effingham
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Effingham afked me, if it was not to be dps
prehended, that the reftrictions I had propofed
upon the grants of lands in Canada and Nova
Scotia, would prevent the coming in of in-
habitants to thofe Colonies ? to which I an*
{wered, that my object wds 7o keep out the Re-
publicans of the United States, many of whom;
I was fure, would foon be out of humour with
their new Governments, and difpofed to come
under ours, but that I withed to have ho -
creafe of fuch fué;jfﬁs in our Colonies; and
fome of the Lords faying, there¢ was no like-
lihood of that happening; I added, that if
the plans I had formed, and the mieafures I had
fuggefted, were fully executed and adhered to,
I would rifk my credit with their Lordfhips upon
fecing, in the {pace of a dozen years, feveral of
the United States anxioufly defirous of being re-
ftored to the privileges of Britfh fubjets. A
loud converfation immediately took place,
which Lord Hawkefbury (then Mr. Jenkin-
fon) putan end to by faying, they were got
out of order, for thofe matters had nothing to
do with the fubjeét referred ‘to them; and I -
was told I might withdraw. .

No.
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Reafons for refloring the entire Province of
South Carolina to the King’s Peace, with
Anfwers to the Objeclions made to it.

IT s obje&éd that By reﬁorin@ the whole
province to peace, the prohibitory law will lofe
its force over thofe parts VVthh are in rebellion;
as well as thofe which are in the poﬂeﬁion of
the King’s troops, confequently their trading
veflels will not be liable to capture by theKing’s
thips, at leaft they will not be intitled to them
after condemnation, which will take away the
incitement of intereft for Watchmg them ; and
that the removal of the laws of the province
will alfo be a hindrance to military operations,
by fubjeting the troops to the civil authority:

In anfwer to the firft part of the ofjjeid?cion
it 1s to be obferved, that the port of George
Town 1s the anly one in South Carolina not
in pofleffion of the King’s troops, and irs bar
is {o thallow that a fingle armed veflel ftationed
within it can obftruét all its trade. 'The next
port to it in North Carolina (Cape Fair) is in
our hands, and every one to the fouthward,

fo
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{o that its utility to the rebels could not be
great, even if it was left open; befides the laws
of trade would be fufficient to prevent any
foreign thipping coming into it by fubje&ting
them to eonfifcation, and to prevent any going
out without proper Cuftom-Houfe clearances.
‘Georgia is a cafe in point, for although Sa-
vanna only is occupied by the King’s troops,
and the whole province has been reftored to .
" peace, and a rebel force actually within 1t, no
trade has been attempted from any of its other
ports,

Whatever force there is in the other part of
the objeCtion, militates againft itfelf. ‘The
obje& of the war is the recovery of the coun-
try by reconciling the inhabitants. ‘The troops
being under no controul of civil authority,
plunder and opprefs all indifcriminately, and
no redrefs is to be had by the moft loyal,
more than the moft rebellious; none, there-
fore, have encouragement to become loyal) .
and thoefe who are fo have refentment to urge
them into rebellion :-all accounts from Caro-
lina agree in reprefenting this to be the cafe
at prefent. But the laws when in force will

‘make a proper diftinéion; they will prote}ft
' . the
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the loyal fubjet from the rapacity of the fol-
dier, becaufe he can appeal to them for juftice;
while the difloyal muft {uffer without redrefs,
becaufe he dare not {ubject himfelf to their
authority hy claiming it. Hence will arife a
ftrong motive for {fubmiflion, as protection will
certainly follaw it, |

But on the other hand, the advantages of
reftoring the whole province to peace are po-
fitive and great. The firft is the removing alk
jealoufy of our intentions to govern them by
a'military force. ‘The fecond is the arming
Government with the powers given by the
taws for punithing rebellion or treafon, by con-
fifcating the eftates of the perpetrators, and
mfliCing capital punithment on themfelves,
mftead of the ndiculous ceremony of taking
paroles, or treating as prifoners of war and
exchanging them as fuch.  All revolters will
be liable to lofe their eftates if they efcape,
and if taken, to lofe them alfo and fuffer an
ignominious death. The revival of the militia
laws will increafe the military force for the
defence of the province. The inhabitants
cannot now be called out in arms, but {ubjet
o military commandand difcipline, which they

2 abhor,
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abhor.  ‘Theif own militia officers, and e
~authority given them by thé laws of the pro-
vince, are what they have been accuftorned to
obey, and they will readily ferve under them
again, Georgla could not have réfifted the
attacks made dpon it fince it was firft recovered,
- 1f the militia laws had not been mdde of force
by reftoring the province to peace. But the
’great‘eﬁ of all advantages remain to be men-
‘tioned ; the calling an affembly. The»part of
the provinceé within thé pofts, if members
were only called from them, would be deemed
a partial reprefentation. The parts beyond
thém' conrain 4s loyal inhabitarits as thofe
within 3 for it Was not the difpofition of the
people, but the convenience of communication
with Charles Town, that determined Lord
Rawdon int placing his pofts. If there be not
a rebel force to prévent the loyal inhabitants
from aflembling, they will generally eleét re-
prefentatives, atid none will be cletted or
would come if they were elefted, except Loy- -
alifts s for nome elfe will obey the King’s writ,
or expofe themfelves to the operation of the
laws by coming to Charles Town. If none
come, the charge of a partial reprefentative
will be obviated, and if any come they will

M be
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be loyal ; for both the electors and ele@ed, by

obeying the King’s writ, renounce indepen-
dence.

The other advantages refpelting trade and
police are fo obvious, that they need not be
pointed out.

No. XX.
Stoncland, Aug. %th, 1780
Dear Sir,

1 HOPE New Irelond continues to e
ploy your thoughts: the more I think of ¥
Oliver, for governor, the more I like him.
The mote difficult tafk will be to look forward
to the proper {yftem of government, for the
whole of that immenfe continent. I wifh
you could pafs two or three days here, thatwe
might endeavour to prepare fome plan for the
confideration of the Cabinet. I dread nothing
fo much as the hurrying out of this war, before

we are prepared for peace.

GEO. GERMAINE

% Chief Juﬁiée of Maffachufet’s Bay.
; No
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No. XXI,
Aug. 111h, 1780.

THE King approves of the plan:* you
will be fo good to prepare what is proper ﬁ)r
the Board of Trade. He likes Oliver for go-
vernor, {o it may be offered him. He approves
of Leonard for Chief Juftice.

GEO. GERMAINE,

No. XXTI,

Drayton, Fan. 1, 1781z
Dear Sir, -

I RETURN you the letters, extrats,
&c. 'What you fay to ** * is {0 well con~
nected with what he will have already recelved ’
that it muft convince thofe who may read th@
correfpondence, that we have ever had inview
@ fettlement in the Chefapeak, and have never

gltered our opinian about 1. ¥ K Kk kK
O K K X K K K K K X % K

% % % ¥ % % % ¥ k%X ¥ % %

I return you many thanks for the difpatch you

% For the- New Province to be called New Ireland.
hgve
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have given to fo much bufinefs in {o thort g
time, and for the clear and able manner in

which you have executed it.
| GEO. GERMAINE,

No. XXIIL
Pall-Mall, Nov. 19th, 17839,

Dear Sir,

T AM obliged to you for the Canada precis,
I have now all the information I want, Iam
greatly concerned at the lofs you have had; 1
hope you will not ftay at home and give way
to melancholy ideas; if your family {hould
haye the misfortune to lofe you, I am fure
vour fervices entitle them 10 the favor of Governs
mignt,

I'am,
Very fincerely, your’s,
GEO. GERMAINE,
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In this.Colle&ion are contained; amorg other valuable Tra&s,
Mr. Haftings’s Letter ; Major Scott’s Conduét of th Minifter; - Mr.:
Burke’s Reprefentation to his Majefty ; The Ninth and Eleventh-
Reports of the Sele® Committee ; All in the Wrong ; Retrofpece
tive Yxe\v of the Mahratta War; Genuine Memoirs of Afiaticus s
Tanjore Papers ; Major Scott’s Speech ; Mr. Coisford’s Letferss”
Dgteé‘ror’s Letters ; Popular Topics, Sec. &c. &c. in Six Volumes.
price zl. 25, half bound and lettered. ' '






