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LETTERS , 

FROM AN AMERICAN LOYALIST 

IN 

UPPER -CANADA, 
'fO 
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FIRST LETTER. 

0$000$0 

F OR you who were heretofore so well ac-
1iuainted with, and so partial to Upper \... anada, it is 
natural enough to' ask, what Changes Celn have ta­
ken pl.tce there to warrant such a produaion as the 
Letter addressed to LORD CASTLEREAGH, by Mr • 

.JOHN MI LLS .JACKSON, ent..itled "A VIew at the 
Pro'l-,i1tce at Upper Canada?" Calm your Anxiety 
however my good Friend, for I can confidently as_ 
sure you, that no such Changes have taken place. 
Under an Epitome of the English Constitution, we 
enjoy the greatest praaical political Freedom. In 
full possession of the Criminal Law of England, 
including the Habeas Corpus, and the benefit of 
Trial by Jury in all Cases; Personal liberty can 
be no where better proteaed, nor Property better 

$ecured. In no Country is Property so easy to be 

.Aa acquired; 



:1equir~d ; no where is Labour so wel~ rewarded. 
bow then you will say, is the publication In ques_ 

tion to be accounted for? This will be fully ex­
plained hereafter: in the mean time, I have no he­
sitation to as~ert, that it is a tissue of misrepresen­
tation and falsehood The Author is at best, but 
ill informed on the subjea of which he professes to 

treat; besides, it was his purpose, not to give cor­
rett information, but to work mischief; and in pur­
suance of this charitable Design, he has obtruded 
upon the Public, calumnies as gross as ever sprung 
from the malice of a disappointed Faaion. His 
statements can deceive nobody who knows the 
Country. So conscious are he and his Associates 
of this, that, though they are known to correspond 
regularly, and frequently, with some of their for­
mer Coadjutors here; they have not thought it ad­
viseable to transmit a single copy of this notable 
Performance, even to their Bosom-Friend, the\u­
thor of the Guardian. The very few which have 
reached us, have come through quite a different 
channel. Their objea is to make an ImpressIOn 
on your side of the Atlantic, where the Subjea can 
be but imperfeaIy under~tood ; and where the Au­
thor's fathous machir.ations being u"known, it win 
pot be readily suspetled, that a man decently con­
nected, would have the effrontery t() set his name 
to a Publication in which Candour and Veracity 
are oUtraged in every page. It is Impossible how­
ever,. thdt His Majesty's Mmisters can be imposed 

UpOB 



5 

upon by the Publication in question. 'fo say no. 

thing of the official Details regularly laid before 
them, the Legislative Proceedings of the Province, 
which are annually transmitted for their inspeEtion. 
are sufficient to prevent any impression from it, in 
that quarter. Our Statute Book contains evident 
marks of a cordial co-operation between the Go­
vernor and the People, through their Representa­
tives. And he has as little influence in the choice. 
or upon the conduct of these Representatives, as 
the most thorough paced Democrat could wish. 
But, as it may be of some advantage to the Coleny. 
that the good People of the United Kingdom at 
large, should be disabused with regilrd to it, I shall 
in a series of letters which I shall address to you 
from time to time, discuss the several subjeEts ad­
verted to by Mr. JaGkson ; and should you think 
them calculated to answer this purpose, you may 
give them to the Public. In the mean while, per­
mit me to give you a correa summary of the situa_ 
tion of this Colony, extraEted from an address deli­
vered by a Friend afmine, on a late Public occasi. 
on. Could you have witnessed the expressions of 
loyalty and gratitude, which burst from his nume. 
fOIlS hearers, while their Hearts glowed assellt to 
the ~ruth of this animated Sketch, you would ha\'e 
required no other confutation of Mr. Jacksoll's 
View. "(Yoll Gentlemen, will I am confident~ feel 
" on the occasion as honest men and loyal subjeEls 

" ought to feel j indignant at the enemies of your 
" Country. 



c' Country, and resolutely determin'ed to support 

"her l:au e.) ., Independent of the common 

" though powerful ties that bind every man to his 

" Country ; independent of the generous prid~ 
" that must glow in the Breast of every man to 
cc be numbered among a Nation so renowned as 
,. Britain; She has peculiar daims to the gratitude 
cc and attachment of the Inhabitanrs of this Pro~ 

" v i nee. ,\Ve possess from her Bounty a Soil of no 

" common fertility, which furnishes in abundance 
., every necessary of life. We live in the most un­

" bounded security of our persons and property, 
« without being at any charge for our Judicial Eso 
"tablishment. We enjoy every benefit of the best 
" rq~ulated Government, without being called on 
(f to defray any part of its ex pence. Every advan .. 

" tage which men can derive from Civil Society, 
tG hath been lavished upon us, while we have been 
&c exempt from all its burdens :-These, are Bene .. 

" fits conferred on us alone, and cold and worth_ 
cc less must be the Heart on which, they fail to make 
u an impression !" 



SECOND LETTER. 

$o¢<$o 

BEFORE I proceed to analize Mr. Jackson's 
Pamphlet, as I proposed in my first letter, it will be 
proper to give some account of the FaClion of which, 
M r .J ackson has condescended to become the Tool! 
The Founder of this FaBion, was Mr. \Vm. Weekes, 

an Irish Attorney. The manner of his coming to 

America, and his motives for emigrating, are not 
known. After stopping for two years at New Y 01 k, 
tQ glean Law, and improve his Political Principles, 
under the celebrated Aaron Burr, he came into this 

Province a needy Adventurer, and was incautious~ 
J:y admitted to the Bar·. He began his career by ta­
king an active part in the eleai'on of Mr. Jusrice 

Allcock, in 1801. Under pretence of a Riot, which 
was a mere sham of his own, he procured the Poll 

to be closed ju~t at'the critical moment when tl1e 

Judge had a small majority; and Mr. Allcock was 
in consequence, retu~ned a Member of the Hou,e 
of Assembly: Mr. Weekes took it into his he,d to 

suppose that this was a Govern:-llent-Job, and th'lt, 

he should be handsomely rewarded for this piece of 
Eleaioneering Dexterity. In this he was mistaken. 

Mr Allcock was proposed as a Candidate, because 
his education and profe~siollal knowledge, might 

make him an useful member in the House of \s-
fembly i 
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sembly; but the Government had not, nor could 

have, any particular interest in "is having a Seat 
there. Frustrated of the reward with which he had 
flattered himself for his officious interference; and 

which he had the effrontery to claim in the most in­
decent manner; and finding that the Government 

had no dirty .J obs for him to do, he determined that 
his talents for this kind of business, should not be 

unemployed. The violent and gratuitous Instru­
ment in violating the rights of suffrage was immedi. 

ately transformed into a zealous Demagogue; and 
by praEtising in the usual way, upon the ignorance 

and credulity of the People, he became in abouttwo 
years the Representative of those very Ele80rs whose 
franchi;es he had so glaringly violated. Such are 

the fascinating effeEts of the mask of Patriotism, 
however clumsily put on. I n the interval, a most 
extraordinary circum~tance took place: Mr. Weekes 
one night suddenly disappeared; a man and woman 
who kept his House, were taken up, and imprison_ 
ed on suspicion of having murdered him. In about 
a fortnight, however, he emcrg,,:d from the woods, 

h'llf Ildked, and almost starved: and this mysterious 
\Vandering, can be accounted for only from mental 
Derangement. Such was the man, whom the maju­
rity of the EleEtors of the Counties of York, Dur­
ham, and Simcoe, delighted to honour! 

\Vhile he was thus in his glory as a Representa­
tive of the People, exerting himself to the utmost to 

excite in the Olher membe~s of the House, Distrust 

and 



and Jealousy of the "Cov('rnment, and using every 
means to disseminate the same Sentimenis among 
the People at large. Mr. Justice Thorpe came t() 
the Province to fill a vacancy which, the untimely 
death of the amiable and respeaable Mr. Justice 
Cochran had made, in the Court of King's Bench. 
Had his vocation been to revolutionize the Pro­
vince, a fitter Instrument could not have been 
found. How he came to be seletted as one of its 
judges, is mattet of astonishment! From his first 
~ntrance into the Province, he shewed a dispositi. 
on to interfere with, and diaate to every Depart­
ment ; and stated himself, as the only Person to be 
looked up to by the People for obtaining their just 
Rights Minds socongenialashis and Mr. Weekes's, 
were not long itl forming the most intimate union. 
Under the casual and feeble Administration of Mr. 
President Grant, upon whom, as senior Councellor, 
it had devolved on the, demise of Gen. Hunter, he 
urged his friend to push the House of Assembly to 
the most unwarrantable Proceedings. In contempt 
of Public Decorum, he was within the Bar of lhe 
House openly prompting Mr. Weekes and his Par. 
tisans, when they appeared at a loss in their violent 
proceedings; and when the Clerk of the Executive 
Council excused himself on account of his Oath 
from answering some questions that were put to him, 
Mr. Thorpe rose, and unasked, declared to the 
House that he could be compelled to answer; and 
had the wickedness and effrontery to cite Lord 

B Stafford'. 



10 

Stafford's case. Even in the exercise of his 

Fundions as a Judge, he encouraged Mr. Weekes 

in the most indecent aspersions against the Govern­

ment, however irrelevant to the Cause before him: 

engaged him to compose Addresses for Grand Ju­

ries refleaing on the Condua of the Government, 

that he might himself have an opportunity in reply, 

to revile from the Bench, that Authority which, it 

wa~ his duty to support: on account of condua re­

sembling rather that of a public Incendiary, than a 

J u,i!{e, it was thought prudent by the Governor, to 

p:' vent him from going on the Circuit a second 

ti me ; and he was in 1807, recalled by His Majesty's 

Ministers. 

Mr. \VYATT, sent out in l8aS, as Surveyor Ge. 

neral of t:le Province, united himself most intimate­

ly to this worthy pair. While they were under Mr. 

Grant's Administration attempting to urge the 

House of Assembly to make the most extravagant 

pretensions, he prated about the Omntpotence of that 

Body, and to aid the seditious Purposes of his :\s. 

sociate" obtruded upon the House the Official 

Tra",~aions of his Department. He permitted 

Mr. Weekes to make garbled extraas from Docu. 

ments in his Office, for the purpose of throwing 

obloquy on the Government; and after the Acces­

sion of Lieut. Governor Gore, he allowed himself 

to be so wrou~ht upon by his friend Mr. Thorpe, 

as to set hi'n ," open Defiance, and refuse obedi_ 

ence to hi:; orders. He was in consequence ~US_ 

pendecl 
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. pend~Q by the Lieut. Governor from the exercise 
of his 'official functions ; and returned to England 

denouncing vengeance against him and his Coun­
cil.* About the time of his departure, it was disco. 
vered that he had surreptitiou'ily obtained a grant of 
a lot of Lands, which, a man with a large family had 
been senled upon for twenty years, and on which 
he had made large improvements ..... -His Title, tho' 
not strialy legal in point of Form, was perfectly e­
quitable ; and the Lot was held by him under As­
signment from the Person it had been originally lo­
cated to, by competent Authority. Solicited in be­
half ot this man, whose property was thus at stake, 
he promised to leave the Grant behind him, and re­
fer the matter to the equitable decision of Friends. 
But such promise was not performed; and he has 
since taken steps to get possession of the Land, by 
ejectment. 

In company with Mr. Wyatt, departed John M. 
Jackson Esq. who had resided about a Year and a 
half in the Province. This Gentlem<ln had, I be­
lieve, previous to his departure from England, pur­
chased some Lands near the Seat of Government, 
on part of which, he expended a comiderable sum 
of money in the prosecution of some injudicious 
project which,the want of Funds, or convicti_ 
on of its futility, made him fain to abandon. From 
his first arrival in the Province, he was on all occa­
sions declaiming on the oppression suffered by the 

Mr. Wyatt has sinte been clismissed His Majefty's Service. 

Bz 



People of England; and laboured to persuade the 
p~ol)le around him, that subordindtion was slavery. 
Such a man, would naturally assimilate with Mes~rs. 
Weekes, Thorpe & Wyatt -He accordingly soon 
became one of their most intimate and a8ive Asso~ 
ciates ; and though he had not like some of his 
friends, the publicity of the House of -\.ssembly, or 
the Courts of Justice, for his acrimonious Striaures 
upon the Government, he was as free of them as his 
Coadjutors could wish on all occasions when they 
would be listened to. That an application for a 

Grant of Land, from a Person of this cast, should be 

refused, will not be wondered at :-But, such refu­
sal probably, sharpened his resentment against the 
Colonial Government; and, added to the hatred 
rankling in his Breast, from the disappointment of 
the Faaion in their meditated Political Innovations, 
bas stimulated him to become the Public Champion 
of the Leaders of that FaWon with the People of 
England; and the organ of as much Calumny and 
misrepresentation, as ever soiled an equal quantity 
of papf"r. 

Though last, not least among this knot of W or. 
thies, is Mr . .J oseph Willcocks :---This Gentleman. 
left Ireland, his native Country in and 
came hither, to seek his Fortune. In this he would 
have been successful, could his turbulent Spirit have 
submitted to the ties of duty, or even interest. For 
thou~h discarded bv his first Patron for no very ho­

nourable condua, he \vas employed and patronizd 

by 



is 
by the late Chief-Justice Allcock. Through his in. 
fluence, he was appointed Sheriff of the Home Dis. 

trid, an office worth at least, £ 300 a year. The re. 
spettability and emolument of this SlIualion might, 
one would suppose, have been an objcC1 to a man of 

. pretensions lIuperior even to Mr. \Villcocks,; and 

sufficient to have bound even him, to the support of 
the Government from which it was derived. But, 
whether impelled by former Habits to canal against 
the Government; or, led by the example of his coun­
trymen Weekes, and Thorpe, to seek distinC1ion by a 
Course very different from that of official duty: cer ... 
tain ttis,that he entered intoalltheirSchemes withar­
dour, and as a necessary consequence, lost his Ap­
pointment. He immediately after, set up a Print­
ing-Office at Niagara, from which, have continued to 
issue the most scandalous Libels against the Gover­
nor, and other respectable persons connected with the 

Government: yet, so imposing is the very Caricature 
of Patriotism upon certain classes of the Communi­
ty, that Mr. Willcocks, has obtained a seat in the 
House of Assembly.---Thi~ Gentleman is, in his own 
Person, a miking proof of the falsity of Mr. Jack­
son's rant on the subjeC1 of arbitrary I mprisonmellt. 
The impunity with which this Libeller has hitherto held 
his career, is the only stigma that can be cast upon 

the administration of Justice in the Colony. It is 
true that, he has by the House of Assembly been 
committed to Prison, for a Libel on them. But, 

this summary Justice, exercised over one of their 
own 



own Members, is no exception to my general asser. 
lion. He sull keeps up a correspondence with his 
departed Friends, and I see his respetlable Paper, the 
Guardian, is quoted, and honourably 'mentioned by 
his fellow-labourer, Mr. Jackson. 

'Till we had the misfortune to be visited by these 
Gentlemen. the Voice of FaElion was not heard a· 
mongst us.--Tbe Sketch, which I have here given 
you of them, is necessary for elucidating the Work 
now under Review; and as I shall necessarily be led 
to speak of them frequently, as I proceed with it; 
1 shall take leave of them for the present. 
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THIRD LETTER. 
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'titT 
V l HEN Narrators of the marvellous begin by pre-

facing their wonderful Stories, with solemn assevera­
tions of their own veracity, that Circumstance is in 

itself sufficient to induce suspicion of their credibili­
ty. This incidental remark might hence have been 
spared, for with the clue which I have given you in 
my preceding letter, you will be able to trace Mr. 
Jackson's motives to a Source less pure than that 
Public Spirit, of which, he so loudly boasts. But 
let us proceed to examine his Statements, somewhat 

in detail. 
It would be supposed by those who knew nothing 

of the subjeCt but what they learnt from Mr . .J ack. 
son, that the seHling of Upper Canada was not 
thought of~ till trial had been made of the Bahamas, 
and Nova-Scotia; and that it had been apprupriated 
for the accommodation of those who had, on expe­
riment, found those Countries unfit for cultivation. 
The fact is, that the settlement of the Country now 
Upper Canada, was begun immediately after the A­

merican War; that nOL only the Loyalists who had 
onglnally taken refuge in the Province of Quebec, 
but a considerable number, who preferring this coun­

try to Nova Scotia, or the Bahamas, came hither on 

the evacuation of New-York, in 1]83 ;- as well as 

'he 
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the 2d Battalion of the 84th Regiment, ami some 
British and German SoldIers who were discharged, 
and desirous of remaining in the Country, had lands 
assigned them here; and the whole country from the 

head of the Bay of Quinty, to the Point of Boudet,an 
extent of (WO hundred miles, was occupied by. Set­

tlers of this description. The Loyalilit5 compming 
Butler's Rangers, and those attached to the Indian 
Depanment, were at the same time settled in the 

neighborhood of Niagara, and on the East side of 
the Detroit River. The flourishing state of these Set~ 
dements, which spread over so large a traa of Coun .. 

try, had prospered beyond the expetlation of the 
most sangUine, induced the Government of England 

in 179l, to form it into a separate Province, and give 
them a distinCt Government, as best calculated still 
further to promote their prosperity. But, thiS Ar­
rangement, had certainly no reference to the Loyal. 
ists who had preferred N ova Scotia, or the Bahamas, 
for whose comfortable establishment, in those old 
~ritish Colonies, every provision had been made. Se. 
veral Families have indeed of late years, emigrated 
bither, from Nova Scotia, but their number is not ve. 
ry considerable; and very few, if any, have come. 
.from the Bahamas. 

In the Beating-orders of the 84th Regiment, which 
was to be raised in America, and to serve during the 
American War, a promise was made, that those who 
\vould enlist in that Regiment, should have La) ds 

,ranted them 01\ their being disbanded, in the same 

proportion 



pToportion as they had been granted to OfficerS­
and Soldiers disbanded at the Peace of 1763. But 
this is the only instance in which, Lands were pro­
mised to any body of Men who served in the Arne. 

llcan War; and as it had important consequences on 
the general distribution of lands in thIs Province, I 
6ball have occasion to refer to it hereafter. To say 
as Mr. Jackson does, that," in the American Con­
test the objeCt to animate, compensate, and reward all 
such as came within the British Lines, was Land," is 
to expose his own Ignorance, and degrade the Arne. 
rican Loyalists into a set of needy Adventurers, in 
quest only of Pay and Plunder. The truth is, that 
the generality of these gallant lDen, so little known, 
and so much undervalued by their pretended Advo· 
cate, were men of Property; and some of them the 
greatest Landholders in America. They were ani­
mated by no mercenary views. They contended for 
the constitutional Rights of the Crown, and the su· 
premacy of Parliament, whicb they had been taught 
to revere, and which they considered as co-extensive 
with the British Dominions; ami hesitated not [Q ha· 
zard their lives and fortunes in the attempt to put 
down Rebellion, and preserve the Unity of the Em­
pire.-The result was unfortunate; and a generous 
Sovereign and Nation, thought themselves obliged 
to provide them net only an Asylum, and grant 
them a portion of the Waste Lands of the Crow n, 
but to make them pecuniary compensation for the 
Fortunes which they had sacrificed in &heir Cause. 

C The 



The large ~Ilm~ of Money granted by Parliament, 

and ,he arrall~ements made for carrvin~ into elfea 
this pecunialY remuneratiolJ, will be remembered to 
the Honour of Britain, while nanonal Liberality sball 

exci,e Applau~e among mankind. But, as these make 

flO part ot the present discussion, I must be content 

to follow Mr . .Jack~on to the distribution of Lands 

under the Authority of the Crown. 
By the Kin~'s I nstruttions to Sir Guy Carleton, 

and Admiral Digby, every person of the Rank of 
}'ldlJ Olticer, was '0 have 1000 Acres; Captains 700; 

Sul)ailerns 50~; Privates 100, with a fUrlher allow. 

am:e of 50 Acres for every Woman, and Child; and 
PlOVlsiolls were directed to be Issued to the Settlers, 

for the first three years.-That pan of the 84! h Re. 

giment, which was disbanded in this Country, not 

content to be included in this general distribution, 
chimed a much larger proportion in vlTlue of their 

B'~a.IIl~.Orders. As Sir Frederick Haldimand, who 
was then Governor, hesitated; they a.pplied to the 
King's Ministers, who thought themselves bound t() 

co .. fi. m a promlst: however incau:iously made, that 
had (he santllon of the Minister of (he day; and that 

Rc~iment in consequence, became entitled to 5000 

Acrs for Fteld Officers, 3000 tOf Captains, and 
2000 lor Subalterns. Lord Dorchester, who suc. 

·cee<..lecJ SiT Frederick Haldlmand in the Government, 

upr>rJ application made to him by the different PrO'­
vincial Corps, diretted the Loyalists aRd other 

Troops L9 be put upon tbe saIne footing as Ihe 84n 

Regiment, 



Regiment, bv an Order in Council dated in 1788. 
Vuder a previous Order of his Lordship In Coul.ell, 
a further AJlounent of 200 Acres was directed to De 

made to every Settler wh" bad IInproved his orl";llIal 
location; and il was funher ordered l1nder the ~ame 
l'espeHable Authority, that, the Children of such Loy­
alists as were lhen settled In the Country, should on 
their coming of a~e, be entilled to 200 :lefes. The 

Patents for all these were to be gi" en tree of expellee, 
and the Government took upon themselves to remu­
nerate the Officers concerned In pas:;mg the Granrs ; 
and they were paid from the public Coffers one haif 
of the usual Fees on such Grants. Aboul the Year 
~ 788, it was represented to Lord Dorchester, that, 
there were still many persons in the American States, 
attached to His Majesty's Person and Government~ 
who would gladly remove to Canada It they could 
there obtain Lands, to settle upon: Arrangements 
Were in consequence made, for admitting Apphcants 
of this description. But these, standing on very dlf. 
ferent ground from those who hadjoin'd the Royal 
Slandard~ were required to pay (he usual Fees for 
passing (he Patent, to the amount of about 13 Dol­
lars, or 58J6 Sterling, and their Grants were limited 
to 200 Acres. In the year J 791, the Province of 
Quebec was divided into the Provinces of Upper, 
and Lower Canada; and ID the year 1792, General 
Simcoe came to this Province as LleUI, Governor. 
Afrer he had been some time in the Country, he 

Ihought it expewent to enlarge ~ulJ further the scale 
C2 of 



9 f d~stribution ofthe Crown Lands, by extending lO 

12,)0 !\.cres the allowance to every Milglstrale ; the 

same- quan.ity to every Member of the House of As. 

sembly, and the Children of Counsellors and Field. 
Othcers ; 600 to the Children of Captains, and 4eo 
to those of Subalterns, Including herein however all 

fonner Grants. fhe Allowance to Members of the 

Executl"e Council, wa· by authority from His MOl .. 

je~ty's Mmlster~, made 6:>00 '\.cres including former 

Grants; nor can such allowance to them be conside • 

.red as extravagant, when every man in the Country 

who had borne a Commission hIgher than that of Cap .. · 

tain, had 5000 Acres. ThIS Scale of distribution 

was adhered to during the succeeding Administration 

of Mr. President Russell. But in all this, there was 

no paniality i for it is ridiculous to talk of Injustice 

in what at worst, could be considered as maller of 

Favourmerely. Thedlstribution was not made to lava .. 

rile Individuals, but to extensive Classes; and no 

instance can be produced, within this period, of any 

Person beIng refustd this additional quantity of lands, 

who could clearly establish a claim to be comprehen. 

ded in any of these Classes. And, let me ask, tor 

what purpose was it necessary to have reserved these 

land~? The reservation of 2-1ths, in distintl Location. 

for the Crown and l]ergy, will surely suffice for eve. 

ry useful ES1abiishment that Government may have 

in view. No useful Emigrant has been kept out of 

thf' Province in consequence of these Grants. Large 

quantities of Lands are still unappropriated; and at. 

thi. 
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this day, those who obtain locations in the least favo. 

rable situations, are better off than (he Settlers were 

in 1784, when the Country was a perfeEt Wilderness. 

With respect to the price of lands between IndivIdu­

als, it is notorious that it is not more than a fourth 

part of what lands in the American States, on the 

South side of the St. Lawrence, and Lake Ontario, 

are sold for in Situations equally as remote; and 

the lowest terms on which they can be had from the 

American Government is 2 Dollars, or 9 shillIngs 

Sterling per acre.-When Gen. Hunter was in 

2798 sent out as Lieut. Governor, His Majesty's 

Mimsters thought pr.oper to order that all further 

grants of Land free of ex pence, except the allowance 

of 200 acres to the Children of Loyalists, should 

cease. That for what had been gramed more than 

the Ki ng's I nstruBions, {construed agreea bl y to the 

allowance made to the 84th Regt.) would warrant, 

the usual Fees should be paid :-That the authority 

of the Prm;incial Government should be limited in 

future Grants to from 200, to 1200 acres, according 

'0 the charaBer and CIrcumstances of the Applicant, 

and that besides tht: usual Fees for passing the Pa­

tent, there should be required a further sum to be ac. 

counted for to the Government, amounting in all, to 

about 361- dollars, for 200 Acres. The most liberal 

construt"bon was put upon these InstruEtions by the 

Colonial Government: the additional charge was not 

cxaBed on Patents for any lands for~hich an Order. 

;0 Cuuncil had been, obtained previous to the date 
of 



efthese Inslruaions ; and every Loyalist who coul~ 

make it appear thai he was resident in the Pro vince 

previous to the year 1798, was allowed the quantity 

of Lands duetted in the King's onginal IlIslruttionl, 
free of expenee. Founeen years might surely suf. 
fice for thofe who were disposed to benefit by Hi, 

Majesty's gracious promises, to come and claim them. 
It may be proper here to observe, that the extended 
alluwance of land made by Lord Dorchester in con· 

sequence of a similar allowance to the 84th Regi. 
ment, as well as the allowance of 200 acres to origi_ 

nal Settlers and the Children of LoyalIsts, was ex. 
pressly confined to those who had improved their 
fi,st Locations. For this, an obvious reason may 

be assigned. They who had encountered the diffi. 
culties and hardships necessarily attendant on the 
forming a new settlement, mIght well be co~sidered 
"IS entitled to encotlra~ement and favour, to which 
those certainly could have no claim who shrunk from 
these difficulties and hardships ; and kept aloof rill 
the labours of the more industrIOUS and enterpri~ing 
had smoothed the way for them: yet even this con­
dition, so reasonable in itself, has never been insisted 

on by the Government of this Colony, which Mr. 
Jackson is so ready to accuse as arbitrary and ty. an­
Jlical. If those who have been the objeEts of such 
favour and attention, can findin all this any cause of 
dissatisfatl:on, they must have no common propensi" 
ty to cavil; anl1 feelings very little allied to gratitude. 

There is as liule to object to, in the principles upon 

which 



wnich, the' various Claimants have been aceommoda .. 
ted with locations. These were distributed by lot 
to the first Settlers. Afterwards, when t"ere was 
little or no competition. the first application was 
preferred, and every man would naturally seled 
ahe best situation which he found vacant. Where 
there was a competition, a conneCtIOn with the Go­

vernment was surely an allowable motive afprefe-
. renee; nor would an unprejudiced man find any 

thing very censurable in with-holding from a casu. 
al Settler, admitted on grounds of favour, an ad. 
vantageous location, which might afterwards be 
granted to a person of superior pretensions: 1 pre­
tend not however,to say that thishas in every instance. 
been acquiesced in with the most perfeCt content­
ment ; bot whatever dissatisfaction \llay have hence 
arisen, can be ascribed only to ,that overweeni ng 
self importance too prevalent in mankind, whicB 
generally leads us to overrate our own merits, and 

pretensions, and to undervalue those of others. 
" .. "\ man's true merit 'tis not hard to find; 
U But each man's secret ftandard is his mind, 

II That cafling w.ight Pride adds to Emptiness, 

.. This who can gratify; for who can guess 1" 
(POPE) 

The cruelty exercised towards the Emigrant!! 
from Nova Scotia, in refusing them Lands free of 
expence, has been a favourite theme for d~c1amati­
on with Mr. Thorpe and his associates. But, it 
mUst appear from what 1 have said above, that such 
as have come to this Province since the year 1798, 

cannot be exempt from the payment of Fees with_ 
out 



out express direaions from His Maje~ty's Mini. 
sters. They either have had, or might have had, 
jf they have not negleEled to apply for them, the 
same donations of Land and Provisions, in the place 
of their original settlement, as were given to other 
Loyalists at the close of the American War ;and 
they now stand precisely on the same footing as E. 
migrants from any other part of His Majesty's Do. 
minions: and it is truly a notable Grievance to lay 
before the King and the Parliament of the United. 
Kingdom, that His Majesty's SubjeEls cannot now 
obtain Lands in Upper Canada without paying a· 
bout £ 9 Srerling. for a Lot of 200 acres; a Sum 
which any industrious man may earn by ordinary: 
labour, in about forty days. 

This may suffice for an expl a nation, and vindica­
tion of the Prine-iples and praEtice of granting the 
waste Lands of the Crown generally. In the dis. 
tTi hution of Town Lots, there will be found as little tQ 
reprehend. No person could have a Grant for 
more than one Lot: but whdt would Mr Jackson 
h,lVe s'Iid, if the Grantee had been dt:nied the right 
of alienation. It must of course happen th:lt this, 
as well as other Property, would change hands. 
Some would find it convenient to sell, and others 
would be ready to buy, to increase their acrommo­
d,tions. The Lands round the Towns, where the 
Towns are themselves inhabited, are every where 
t!ultivateQ. There are no Reserves, in their imme­
diate vicinity. It is true that when the Town of 

York, 



1tork, the Capital of trh.e Colouy, w~s 6rst laid oat; 
the country around it, as well as the scite of tbe 

'fown iuelI', was a perfeCt Wilderneslt. Duringsome 

".~a'fS, the Inhabitants who. at first. were principally 

she Oficers of Government, were obliged to sub .. 

mil to maoy inconveniencies and privations, ana 

hlcations were g,iven them in the vicinity of the 

;TolINn, that th.ey mi~ht have within themselves. the 
,ower to lessen these privatiOJ)s by cultivating their 

RIWIl grounds. The t~,ll)porary inconveniencies of 

th4 situa'tion. were disregarded by General SIMCOE 
()n ac,coutlt of its natural advantages. The settle­

JIlents in its neig:hbo.rhood, are now among the most 

fiGurishing in the ProvinJce, and the Town has fOf 

a.e.veral yeal's past, been abundantly supplied with 

Provisions of every kind~ If some of ~he proposed 
Towns have not been c, tJlablifoed," (I suppose 1\1 r. 

Jac~son means inhabited,) it is owing to a very dif­
ferent cause from the one he assigns. I know but 

ljIIVo $Q circumftanced; namely, one to be called 

New Castle. on a Peninsula near to the place where 
a Canal will at som!;! future period be opened from 

~he head of the Bay of Quinty into Lake Ontario; 
ill\Ot.nec <m the River La Tranche, or Thames; near to 

\If·here it discharg.es itself into Lake Sinclair, to be 
~alled London. Th,::se situations have been judici­
pusly Sf!leCled, and if they are yet uninhabited, it is 

,,+,h~l1y owing to the Pfe~nt want of population ill 
~eir 'pe,ighhourho,od. not to a monopoly of the 

(,1,rpund; for Po T.ow n Lot ~sJ qr has been grante." 
- D i~ 
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in them or other Towns, but upon condition of ac. 
tudlo':cupalion 

I have already stated, that the Fees to be paid on 

grants of the Crown Lands in this Province. as wen 

as the distrihution of these Fees. had been settled 

under the direction of His Majesty's Ministers. 

1\:r. Jackson very pldinly insinuates, that this sanc­

tion could not make them legal. Upon common 
principles bO\\,ever, it would seem, that His Majes­

ty 's!\.'l i ni,lers, by permission of their Sovereign, 
Illight regulate the pecuniary conditions on which 

the Lands of the Crown were to be disposed of. But 

the politics of Mr. Jackson and Mr. Thorpe are of 
110 common cast; and as they used their most stre· 

nuous endeavuurs to persuadethe House of Assem" 

bly, though not calkd upon to provide a Salary or 
u:hcr Allowance, to question tht appointment of an 
In'pdlor General of Public Accounts, a~ illegal. 
without their previous santtion. They contended 
upon the same principle, that the santtion of (hat 
n'Jdy wa~ necessary to le~alize the Fees on Gr.!nts 

oftbe Crown Lands. These principles, openly pro­
fessed, and strenuouslv urged by these Gentlemen, 
while they were in the Province~ appear not yet to 
be abandoned. They are now, however, more mo­
destly couched under the form of an insinuation, 
and thrown into a parenthesis, that they may n.)t too 

glaringly strike the view of that Parliament, with 
whom it is a rule, never to interfere with the Pro. 

Pl"rtV of the Crc.lwn, unless required so to do by the 
(rown itself. »efare: 



- Before J dismiss the subjeEl: of Lands and.Fees, I 
must take notice of the solitary instance quoted 
under Mr. Russel's Administration, where Survey 

Money was received from a reduced Officer, who 
ought to have been wholly exempted from expence. 

I pretend not in this, to vindicate the conduEl: of 
Mr. Russel; it is true, he atled neither from ava­

rice or rapaciousness. It added nothing to his 
emolument, nor to that of the other Officers em­

ployed in passing the Grant. The Money was sa­
ved to the Crown, and placed to the credit of .the 
Surveying Account. But it was a very injudicious 
piece of (Economy. The interests of the Crown 

are not promoted by such paltry savings; and though 
the acquiescence of the Party concerned may paJ.­

liate, it certainly cannot excuse the transa8:ioll". 
Be this however, as it may, what excuse can it fur­
nish in behi:llf of Mr. Surveyor-General Wyatt, for 

allowing the official correspondence of his Office 
to be ransacked, and made public, for the purpose 

of traducing the dead? And what is the natural 
inference to be drawn from all this? Is it not that 
where such a disposition exi,ts to betray a public 
Trust for the gratification of private malignity, 
that Government must have been remarkablv COf­

reEl where, in its most busy Department, and one 
declaimed against as the source of so much injus­

.tice and corruption, but a single instance ofaberra­
tion is produced in the course of five successive 

l'\.dministrations ? 
Cz Fourth letter. 



FOUR TH LETTER. 

0$0<0<<$0 -

F ROM the details which Ihave given you in my 
-last Letter, you will be able to judge of the wei:gi'lt 

due to Mr. jacksons's con-elusion, that" by this 
.. , means, the original intention has been d-efeated, 

" the Royal promise broken, the Faith of Covent. 

" ment disgraced, the ~ettlement of the Colony rtl'­
f( tarded, and pa:rtiality, prej udite and avaricious­
.. ness so apparent in tbe distrihution of Land, that 

" discontent and disgust were diffused throughol!lt 
" the whole body of the People." All this may, 
without any breach of candour. be resolved into 

one short sentence, "I, Mr. Jackson, am dissatis. 

" fied, and of course every body else must be so," 
-Mr. J ack,on's acquaintance with the People of 
the Province, did not extend beyond his immediate 
neighborhood; and, as his propen~ities led him to 
associate with the discontented, he may possibly 
have supposed them to be numerous; but whatever 
discontent may have been diffused among the Peo· 
pIe, it must be attributed not to the cause he assigns, 
but to the insidious .\ tts of him and his fellow-.la. 
bourers in the cause of Faaion, and is much less 
extensive than the confidence they have in their 

abilities for this ~ort 01 work) may perhaps allow 
them to ~uppose. 

Next 



Next foUows the formidable as-settibn, t'hat " t11) 

good intention and wisdom of the British Parlia. 
ment in forming the Constitution of the Colony~ 

has been defeated, and the very reverse of a free 

~overnment established." The argument in ~up" 

port of this, arid the seditious allusion to the Arne. 

rican States. are soexaaly copied from Mr. Thorpe's 

effusions on the Hustings; and form so correa an 

'Epitome of his reasoning and eloquence on "the 

same point, in the House of Assembly, that it is im. 

possible to mistake the source from whence they 

;proceed; but let us look a little into the meri ts Of 
1he question. 

By an Aa of the 14th of the King, entitled, ,; An 

" Aa to establish a Fund towards further defraying 

" the charges of the Administration of Justice, and 

" support of the Civil Government within the Pro­

" vince of Quebec." certain duties are laid on 
Brandies, Rum, Molasses and Syrups, and on Li­
'Cences for retailing Spirits; and the mode of their 

Application to the purposes of the Aa, as recited 

in the Title, pointed out •. The clause of the Aa. 

of the 18th of the King. referred to by our Author, 

having only a prospective. not a retrospeaive ope­

ration, leaves the monies raised under the aforesaid 

Atl of the 14th of the King, and other former Aas ; 

and the appropriation of such monies unaltereci 

It is sufficiently evident that the Clause of the 18th 

of the King. quoted in the 31't of the King, as it 
there ~taHds, relates merely to what will be dOlle i~ 

futuro 
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future; but it i~ remarkable th~t the Words c, ftom 

and after the passing of this Aa." which in the ori~ 

ginal Aa make part of this Clause, and remove eve­

ry shadow of doubt respeaing . its meaning. are o~ 

mitted in the quotation.':':"'As far as relates to the 

duties levied in this Province under the before men­

tioned Atts; they were, by an Aa of the Provinci­

al Legislature passed in the 41st year of His Maje­

sty's Reign, made to attach upon Articles imported 

into this Province, by land, or inland navigation, 

together with other duties imposed by the Provin.:. 

cial Legi'\..lture of Lower Canada, upon certJin 

Articles imported into that Province; that there 

might ·be one uniform Tariff of duties for both Pro­

vinces ; and in this A8, the respective Authorities 

under which such dUlies were levied, are distinal'y 

named for the purpose of guarding agaimt misap­

prehension on the ,ubje8 But had not such pre­

cauliDn been taken, would it be correa to S,IY, that 

becau:e the A8s of the Parliament of Great Bnuin 

before-mentioned, had in consequence of provisi·on 

made by the Provincial Legislature, been made. to 

attach on the Articles enumerated in those Aas 

which should enter the Province by other channels 

than the Port of Quebec; the app'ropriation of the 

money rai,en under and by virtue of these Aa,. W<lS 

therefore altered, or done away? The claIm of 

subjeCting the duties levied under these Atts of 

PdrliaOlent, to the disposal of the Provincial Le!is­

lature, was never heard of till urged by Mr.:Thorpe, 

and 
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and a~ he failed in penuading any Member of OUI' 

House of Assembly to support him in this c1aimlJ 
which it is impossible to believe that he could him~ 

self think well founded j it is not likely that he will 

through the medium of Mr. Jackson's Pamphlet, 

make many converts wilh you. Our Consti­

tution is in operation as it came from the Legisla­
ture of Great Bri.ain. The charge therefore in this 
case, i~ not ilgainst the Colonial Government, but 

against the (,overnment of the United Kingdom, 

who are openly accused of Tyranny, and breach of 
Faith j and have the example of the American­
States, held out to them in Terrorem. 

Those who will not take Ihe trouble of referring 
to the Att itself, might think thaI Mr. Jackson, when 
he says "the Clau~e oflhe 18th of the King, direEling 
" all Monies raIsed in Ihe Colony to be accounteQ 

" tor before the House oj Assembly, and to be ap­
" propriated by the said House," was quoting the 
clause, instead of giving Mr. Thorpe's wilful mis­
eO,JlstTUcrion of it. The plain language, however, of 
this clause of the 18,h of the King, repeated and re­
cognized in the Att of our Coufiitution is, '" We 
have laid Duties on certain articles, and appropriated 
the proceeds of these Duties for your Benefit, by ap­

plying them towards defraying the charges ot the ad­
mi nistratlon of justice, and the su ppon of Ihe Civil 
Covt"rnment of your Colony. These must remain 
as they are; but we will hereafter abstain from levy­

i,,& any duty, tax, or assessment whatever, except for· 

th~ 



the regulation of commerce. Such r.egul:uion blring I 

material to the interests of the Empire at large, we 

reserve to ourselves. But when, for this purpose; 

we shall think it expedient to lay any duties, to be Ie!. 
vied in your Province, the monies arising therefrom, 
shall be at the disposal of the Provincial Legislature. 

This promise will doubtless be held sacred. BIlt 
what are we to think of the Man who thus palpably. 

mlS states the language and meaning of an imponan' 
part of the AN of ParlIament, which estabhshes our 

COIJstltulion ; and then from such misrepresentation. 
takes occasion to exclaim that the public Faith is vi. 
olaled, and "the very reverse of a free Government 
e.labllshed," ami raves about Revolutio ns for the 

purpose of inflaming the Minds of the ignorant and 
unwary. 

The Accounts of the duties levied under the A8& 
of the British Parliament, though iuhjea to the dis­
position ofthe Commissioners of His Majesty's Trea­
iUry, for the purpose of defraying in part the expence 
of ,he Civil Government of the Colony, are annual­
ly su bmiued to the inspeHion ot the Colonial Le­
gi~lature. It is not so with tbe monies arising from 
Gran;s of the Crown Lands. How these are applIed, 
1 pretend not to know, nor does it concern me, or 
even the House of Assembly to enquire. They be. 
long to the King, to di~pose of as he may think pro~ 
per; and as it rests with his Majesty'S Ministers to, 
see that the ,Provincial Government render a proper; 

:tC,OUllt of this woney l it is to be pr~sumed that they. .. . -' 
do 
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-do notnegle8:. their duty. This however, is at pre. 
sent no affair of ours. When His Majesty shall think 
proper to devolve upon the Legislature of the Colo­
ny, the care of auditing such account, and direR his 
servants here to lay before them a statement of the 
receipts and expenditure of the sums arising from tbe 
disposal of his property, it will be time enough for 
them to interfere. 
. It is well known to every man acquainted with 
the subjeR, that the Government of Upper Canada 
have had no concern whatever with the Duties levied 
at the Port of Quebec, under the ARs of Parliament 
aforementioned; but that the amount is regularly 
remitted home to the Commissioners of his Majesty's 
Customs by the ColleElor at Quebec. Yet the wor­
thy .J udge, who is now speaking to the Public through 
Mr. Jackson, laboured to persuade the Inhabitants 
of this Province, that a proportional part of this mo­
ney was regularly remitted hither, and together with 
the monies arising from Grants of the Crown Lands, 
applied by the Officers of this Government to their 
own private purposes; or to use his own language, 
f' made a prey for rapaciousness and peculation:~ 

Such language he well knew, had no foundation ia 
truth ~ but it might excite jealousy and suspicion .. 
and that with him and his associates, was the only 
material consideration. 
. The affairs of the Church are next held up as fur:o. 
nishing matter for criminating the Colonial Govern .. 
memo Let us see how justly. Agreeably to the 

E ~31S.t 
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S1st of the King, land equal to one seven.tJa of alt 
the land granted, and not as Mr. Jackson expresses 

it, one seventh of all the land granted, has been re. 

served for the support and maintenance of a Pro. 

leMant Clergy. On the arrival of General Simcoe 

in 179'1., this began to be aded upon. These reserv. 
ed Lands could not be sold, and the Government aa 
home were to be consulted respeding the terms on 
which they were to be leased. The correspOlldrnce 

and deliberations onthis subjed, necessarily consum. 

ed some time. The terms being at length adjusted, 

tbey were in 1801 1l000ified in the Gazette, and per. 
sons desirous of obtaining leases, were direCted tft 

lodge their applications at the Council Office. But 
where lands are so easily to be ob~ained m Fee, it is 

not to be expeHed that people would be eager to 

take Leases, however moderate the terms might be. 
A number have, however, been- applied for, anti 
granted from time to time; but the sum they have 
llitherto yielded must be inconsiderable, the lessee 
paying on a lot 01 200 acres only lOS. per annum tOf 

the first seven yea;-~, 20,. per annum for the next so. 

ven years, and 30s. per annum tor the last sevell 
years of the twenty-one years for which they are 
granted. That they will in time furnish ample means 
to answer the end proposed, is not to be doubted, 
and it was wise to provide a Fund of this substantial 
nature. But Immediate aid was not, and could not 
reasonably be f"xoetted from It. No one regrets 

more than 1 do, that the number of Clergymen of 

t~ 
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Utt &Ulblilhrd Church in the Province, Whicft 'is 
but one t1lote tban Mr. Jackson states it, IE not gn:a .. 

ler than it is. Six ate far too few for such an eXlent 

of coluury. But th~ great difficulty is, that respett~ 

able Ctc!rgymen are nOl to be prevailed upon to emi" 

gta~ from Englailttl to this Province. for"tboug1\ 

the Clergy Reservations, yet furnish little fo oHer 
thetn, and the Provincial Legislature hath shewn no 
di~pO!iition to provide either salary or Churches for 
the Clergy; the Government at home as well a~ 

Ie the Society for propogating the Gospel in ForeIgn 

Parts," (not the Missionary Society, as Mr. Jackson 
tails it) are well disposed to give them every encou'­
ragernent. Indeed this must be peculiarly the ~ork 
of Government, f(;r the number of Members of the 
Churth of England is compalatively small, ahd 
therefore no very at:Hve co.operation is to be expetl~ 

ed on the part of the people. As corteEtness was not 
Mr. jackson's objett, these circumstances enter not 
into his consideration. He would persuade us that 
obstacles arising from natural Of moral causes, are 
jnterp()~ed by the Agents of the Govertlment j or if 
the means devised for their removal, which tan ohly 
be slowly and gradually accomplished, do not ope .. 
tate like tnagic, and contrary to possibility, produce 
iltlmt:diately the desired effett, that the Government 

must be charged with delinquency. 
Our Author is not quite correR in the assertion, 

that" there are fewer Churches than Ministers of the 

lstablished Religioo."-There are moe Episcopal 
Churches 
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Churches in different parts of the Province, too few'I 

admit; but it shews liule regard to truth to diminish 

this small number more than one half. 

A laudable attempt, says Mr. Jackson," was latel, 

" made to encourage the propagation of the Gos. 

" pel." If by this he means, as it would appear he 
does, the establishment of Schools, this establishment 

is not more connetled with the Church, than with 
any other liberal profession. It is, indeed, highly 

honorable to the Provincial Legislature; and among 
()ther advantages that will result from it, it is to be 

expetted that it will in time furnish us with proper 
Candidates for Holy Olders, and thus promote the 
cause of Religion. Mr. Jackson has forgot, or was 
perhaps ignorant of a very material part of this es· 
tablishment, namely, a compleat Philosophical Ap· 
paratus, provided also by thl: Provincial Legislature, 
and attually in the hands of a person well qualified to 
apply It to the illustration of the various branches of 
Natural Philosophy; so that we now possess the 
means of giving our young men a liberal education 
in all its parts, without sending them abroad. * 

"The House of A!>sembly," says our Author, 
" voted eight hundred a year for eight Schools," as if 
the House of Assembly were alone concerned, and 
conld do every thing. The Bill of course originated 
with them, and does them honor; but it could have 
had no effed without the concurrence of the other 
branches of the LegiOature, notwithstanding Mr. 

Thorpe 
~ Two Townships of Land have been stt apart for the Establishment of all 

,t1luvcrSitY so SOQll a~ I:lr'umstan'C5 1b~1l re'luirc .u,h an Establishment. 
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Thorpe affeaed on all occasions to call them mere 
lumber. From this cirCUmSlitllCe, l. am persua(d, 

that the phrase used by our Author, was nOI aCCllltn­
tal, and indeed it is remarkable thaL throughout lhis 

compound of sedition and falsehood, lhe House of 
Assembly is always put for the Provincial Legl~l,., l! re. 

Let us now see how far this School Estabhfhn,ent 

so reputable to the Province, and so replete Willi 

future advantages, has been, or is liable to be made a 

job of; or as our Author expresses it, " a reward for 
" convenient persons." 

The places at which these Schools are fixed, are 
named in the Aft. The Lieutenant Governor is ta 
appoint Trustees, of whom there are not to be less 
than five for every School. These Trustees are to 
examine into the charaCter and capacity of the per­
sons who may offer as Masters, and nominate for the 
Governor's approval, such person as they shall deem 
duly qualified. They have the power of removal 
without consulting the Governor, and to make Rules 
and Regulations for the good Government of the 
Schools; and it is only on a Certificate from them of 
bis having faithfully discharged his duty, that the 
Master can receive his Salary. It seems not easy to 
devise a better plan for procuring proper Teachers, 
and guarding against abuses; and it will probably 
be deemed fully equal to the notable expedient of 
Mr. Thorpe, urged with an eloquence and constitu­
tional zeal peculiar to himself, which was, that the 
House of Assembly should appoint three, and the 

. Legislative Council two of the five Trustees. But 
Je, 



let us proceed to the prattical result.-Six or th~se 
CI~ht Schools have, from the beginning, had Masten 
who have received a regular Academical educatio\h 
The other two have not been so fortunate; for tho' 
the Masters are well qualified to teach every brand' 
ora common education, they are not acquainted wid. 
the Learned Languages; and will doubtless yield 
their places to others of superior attainments, as 50011 

as such shall offer. In the mean time they are the 
best that could be mel with, and certainly do Ml 

owe their situations to the patronage of the Govet~ 

nor. One of these two situations was, for a while, 
filled by a Gentleman on Half Pay, whom the Trus­
tees prevailed upon to accept the appointment j but 
be refigned it at the expiration of the year. 

Such is the real state of the case, and such tM 
grounds for our Author'S candid conclusion" that 
" In defiance of the British Parliament an; the Pro .. 
,; vincial Assembly, every attempt to infuse religion, 
,; morality or lnstruttion, has been defeated." 
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FIFTH LETTER. 

t$oOco$a 

. T HE next obje8 of our Author's vague abuse, is 

tbe system and administration of our Laws. The 
law, the Courts, the 1 udges, the 0 fficers, every 
thing conneHed with this important department, is 
involved in one indiscriminate accusation of oppres­
sion, dependance, and corruption. If however you 
will have the patience to follow me, and take a dis­
tinct view of the subjea, you will be satisfied that 
there is little in all these for an impartial man to 

censure. 
The Law of England as the rule of decision, as' 

well as the rule of evidence, was indeed introduced 
by one of the first ACls of the Provincial Legisla­
ture. But they did not hereby intend, or, if they 

had intended, they had not the power to repeal the­
A8s of the Parliament of Great Britain containing 
Regulations whick particularly respect" the Colonies 
and Plantations. These are placed beyond the reach 
Qfthe Colonial Legislatures, and must, in the cases 
to which they apply, govern the decisions of our 

Courts. Doubts were however entertained on the 
subject by some of the Judges; and a case which in4 
valved this question, remained for a long time unde:­
<:ided, as the Bench were divided in opinion; and it 
is only within thiS last ye-ar, thaL it bas been set at 

rest 



rest by the decision of the King in Council, on an 
appeal. One of the~e Acts, the 5th of Geo. lid, 

chap. 7, provides, " that in any suit in any Court in 

" the Plantations for any Debt or Account, wherein 

" any person residing in England shall be a party, it 

,. shall be lawful for the Plaintiff or Defendant, and 

" for any \Vitness to be examined, to prove any 

" matter by affidavit or folemn affirmation before any 

" Mayor, or Chief Magistrate of the City or Town, 

" in Great Britain, where, or near which the person 

" shall reside, and certified under the Common Seal 
., of such City or Town, or the Seal of the Office of 
" such Mayor or Chief Magi~trate; and everv alIi· 
,. da, .. i~ or affirmation so made and certified, shall be 
,~ of the same force as if the persons had appeared 

,~ and swom vive voce in open Court, or upon Com· 

"mission." ThiS I presume, is what our Author 

alludes to, as " vitiating the first principles of evi. 

" (knee." Whether this departure from a general 

ruk, may not however be fuily justified by the rela. 

tive situation of the Colonies, which obtamed upon 

credit, all their supplies from the merchants of Eng· 

land; for whom it would be impossible to enforce 

their claims of payment, were they required on every 

occasion, to cross the Atlantic with their documents 

and witnesses, I will not at present stop to enquire; 

bllt it does not appear necessary to ascnbe it to " the 

" viciousness or fraudulence pursued in the Colo. 

" nies in their primitive depravltv." And as no 

case has yet occurred in thi~ Province, in which :.uch 

testimony 



testimony has been offered, there has been at least n. 
attual deviation from established rules, to warrant 
our Author's vehemence. 

Another clause in this Act, makes houses, lands, 
and other real estates, within the Plantations, liable 
to the payment of debts generally j and this is the 
part which our Author probably had in view when 
he talks of oppression. The whole of his incoherent 
rant on the occason, is so like Mr. Justice Thorpe's 
passionate inveCtive from the Bench, when the ques­
lion was under ajudlcial reView, that it is evidently 
of his didating. But the law has been determined 
by the highest authority to be so; and it remains to 
be seen whether Mr. Thorpe's eloquence will induce 
the Imperial Parliament to alter It. With regard to 
the jus tice of the matter, It will not, I presume, be 
disputed, that a man's property of every description 
ought to be liable for the payment of his debts. The 
mode generally adopted in England with respe8 to 
real estates, of levying one third part of the yearly 
value, !till the debt is satisfied, cannot apply here, 
where lands are yet but in the first stage of culliva­
tion; and where all being proprietors, it would not, 
at all events, be easy to find lessees. Yet even in 
England, when the nature oft~e case admits not of 
de"lay, real property may be sold by proces of law 
for the benefit of Creditors; as in cases of banklUpt­
cy~ and to satisfy debts due to the Crown. 

The Lower Canada Ordinances are dragged in, 
wi~·particular opprobrium, as compleating the eli .. 

Ii' m~ 



max of oppression; a reproach which tbey will be 
littie th,jL1~hl to deserve, when it is considered, that 

we have borrowed from them tbat provision of our 

Law, which allows no person to be imprisoned for 
debt on mesne proces, be the amount what it may, 
unle~s an affidavit is made and filed by theCredil:Qr 

that he is apprehensi ve that hlS Debtor will leave the 
Province wtthout paying his debt; and another 

whIch extends petty larceny to the value of twenty 

shillings. It would excite furprize to find in aD1 
other publication a doubt, whether these OrdinancfII 

-were "legally estabIiFhed." Bu! we meet with so 
many extraordillary things in the one before us, thlt 

noth:n~ there could surpnze us but truth and cafloo 

dLlur. \Ve were for eight vears a part of the late 

Prd :ince of Quebec, by the Legislature 01 whi~ 
.these OdlOances were enatted. They were cODtinq.,. 

ed in force by the 33d clause of the 31St of the KIDg, 
.'ltli they should be repealed by the Legislatures ei­

tabhshed oy that Aft; and in the 4th clause of the 

Act of our Leglslilture, whlch introduces the Eng. 

li,h Law as the rule of deciSion and evidence, i! ill 
.expressly provided, that these Odioances were not 

re...,ealed or vaned," otllerwise than as they were no­
" ces~,arily varied by the Provisions of that Att:' 
Several of : hem have since, from time to time, bee. 

rep;.;aled j bur such as have not been repealed, m,JIt 

certainly compos .. a part of our Law.; and our COUT£5 

.mLlst be guided b\ them as far as they gB. Whedl.:r 

. one or other Pin. ui the S~.Hem. may SUit UllS or lb. 
pamtul~r 



partitularfanc" or interest, is no' concern of -the 
Judges. They are bound to administer the Law as 
,bey find it; and in theit cODIstru8ion of iI, 10 folioWl' 
their own understanding and comcience. 
. That tbe permanence of a .J udge's fituation ought 
Dot to depend on the Executive Government, ha.s 
my unqualified appTODation as a general principle~ 
But general principles, in their full extent, cannoll 
always be adopted in praEtice. Where Judges are ap. 
pointed to a distant Colony, in which impeachment 
is impraSacable, jlnd would be an inadequate reme .. 
dy; where they may be tempted to intermeddle with 
other ma.tters than their Judicial Funthons; and 
where by faEtious intrigues, they might do infinite 
mischief j it is expedient that a power of suspeosioD 
and removal should remain with the Government. 
Had an example been wanting to shew the prudence 
and necessity of such a power, a more striking one 
4:ould not have offered than that of Mr. Thorpe 
himself; the real, though not ,he ostensible Autho·r 
of the precious Publication under Review; who lit­
tle regarding his duty as a Judge, was principally OC~ 
cupied in attempting to throw the Province into con~ 

fusion. 
The salary of the Judges, is rather a delicate point 

to give an opinion upon. Yet in this country, £750 
Sterling per annum for the Puisne Judges,and £100(;) 

for the Chief Justice, seems to be a pretty liberal es­
tablishment considering the relative state of Society 
amongst us·; and they bave besides, an allowance o( 

Fa £100 
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[tOO to defray their expences on the Circuit. Inde. 
pendence generally depends more on the personal 
charatler of the individual, than on the salary or te­
nure of an Office: And that the present Judges are 
in fact independent, is established beyond the possi. 
bility ot doubt. A case of notoriety occurred some 
time Since, in which it was put to the proof.-The 
Governor, on an occasion that called for his most 
public and marked reprehension, considered it his 
duty to deprive a Mr. Rogers, of some appointment& 
which he held under Government. Among .. hese 
was the office of Register. This Mr. Rogers refused 
to relinquish; and the case was brought before the 
King's Bench by Mandamus. The Commission for 
the appointment was during pleasure, anfi the cause 
was ably ar~ued by the Attorney General on the part 
of the Crown; but the Court decided that, by the 
words of the AEt, the Governor had not the power 
of removal; and Mr. Rogers retained the Office.­
After such an instance, it must surely be in vain for 
any malicious Scribbler to attempt to shake the confi­
dence of the Public in the independence and inte­
grity of the Judges. 

That the Stocks may have been broken by a drun­
ken Rabble at an Eletlion, or on some other occa­
sion, is very possioie ; though I have no knowledge 
of the faCt: But to assert that it originated in any 
dissatisfaEtion at Judicial Proceedings, is a most im­
pudent falsehood. The Court was ever respeCtable, 

~~ll Mr. Thorpe, in an evil hour, obtained a seat up. 

on 
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on the Bench. It was then indeed, as far as depen<J. 
ed upon him, (and he must sometimes necessarily. 
preside at the Assizes) degraded into a Theatre for 
laBious harangues, and personal InveCtive. Since 
his removal, it has recovered its respeaability. 

That some Gentlemen engaged in mercantile con­
cerns, are justices of til':' Peace, is very true; and 
in a country like this, (he Commission of the Peace 
would be badly filled without them. How they pos­
sess "the means tV extortion," is not explained j and 
to say that they are" first the Criminals and then the 
" judges," may be thought by Mr. Thorpe or Mr. 
Jackson, a fine rhetorical flourish, but has certainly 
no. cooneaion with truth. All that the justices of 
the Peace have to do with the settlement of Accounts, 
is as judges of the Courts of Requests, thejurisdiai­
on of which is limited to thirty-six shillings Sterling, 
and are held at stated periods j at which there 
must be at least two Magistrates presiding. These 
Courts are constituted on the principle of your Courts 
of Conscience, and here, no more than in any other 
Court, can a man be both Judge and Party. 

" The Court of Appeals," says our Author, .; is 
" so constituted, or, to use his owr; word, construEl­
" ed, as to prevent an honest verdia from passing in­
" to effea." Whoever knows any thing of the sub­
jed, knows that questions of Law alone, and not the 
verdifis of Juries,are subjea to revision in the Court 
of Appeals. By the 31st of the King, the Goverllor 
and the Executive Council, constitute this Court. 

The 



The Chief Justice will' always be' a Member.' if, 
and the assistance of thf' OIher .Fudges may be tlad, 
and will naturally be called for. It bas no eogni.J 

zance of causes under [100, except where flJ'llr~ 

rights would be bound; and in cases exceeding{ 500, 
or where future rights would be bound, there )jes. an 

Appeal from its decisions to the Ki ng in Cou,nci'; 
The Author has not sug~esred bow this Court coold 
be better composed. It is natural to suppose lhar 
the Executive Council, will always be filled by the 
most respe8able charaCters; and it is so in faa" not.; 

wirhstanding our Author's illiberaI suggestions to the 
contrary. The practIce of the Court he says, is, 
,. unjqst, oppressive and influenced." If he spt"aks 

of the Court of A ppeals, there has yet been bot one 

cause. brought before it, namely., that one which in­

volved the question whether, the Aa of the 51h Gt'o.' 
~d before mentioned, was in force in the Province," 

an:1 Lands in consequence liable to be sold under 

E1(ewtion ? and that was merely for form's sake, 
that it might be put in traIn for the decision of the 

King in Council. If he speaks. of the Court of 

King's Bench, ils ~raHice is modelled upon that or 
Westminster HaJJ, except that, in ordinary cues, 

the proce& is by \Vrit of Summons, to which the De .. 

(Iaration mllst be annexed, and not by Capias; a 

deviation certainly not on the side of Inju stice and 
oppression. That it can be" infl uenced" by any thing 

but the Rules of l.aw. would require malignity equal 

Co tbat of our Author LO suppose. 

The 



; Tbe Clerks of the Peace. or their Deputies, should 
they bave any. have no concern with the is~uing of 
Proces in Civil Cases. The Author J suppose. 
means Deputy Clerks of the Crown, of which there 
~ust be one in each Distritl. The Clerk of the 
Crown has th-e appointment of these Deputies j yel 
the Judges would doubtless interfere, were they ill 
any instance, selefled improperly. The charge. 
,. tbat Praces might be entered, and Writs obtain­
~. ed most partially" in the Offices of these Deputies 
has no existence, but ill the corrupt imagi. 
tlltioo of our Author.-If it be true that we 'ge~ 
nerally judge of others by ourselves. what a monster 
ofiniquity must he be, thus to suppose every man 
in Office, from the highest to the lowest, to be com.­
bined for the purposes of fraud and oppression! , 

What the Sum is which is allowed in this Pro.­
... ince, or elsewhere. on Criminal Prosecutions, 1 
have been in no situation to know; but I believe 
it is not usual any where. for the Crown Lawyerll 
(0 condil8 them gratis; and that the allowance is 
the same as it was under the late Province of Que;.. 
bee. Complaints are not usually made to the CrOWD 
Lawyers in the first instance, ill Cases where In .. 
didments are to be preferred. Presentments by 
Grand Juries, and Commitments by Magistrates, are 
the usual foundations of their proceedings; yet, to 
believe our Author, it is their avarice alone, that 
"t$ every thing in motion. T.rillin& complaints a .. e 

~udj,a.!" 



judi dally as little attended to here as elsewhere 1 

bUl the jurisdICtion of the Quarter Sessions is very 
limited, and the Sheriff's Calendar must necessari­

ly be disposed of It is peculiarly the duty of the 
Crown Lawyer to take an active part in preserving 
Pu biic order, and bri nging offenders to punishment, 
Thai "ilzdependC1lce" which sets the restraints of 
Law at defiance will doubtless feel" harrasseJ" by 
such proceedings: but Justice and Right, a~ well as 

.' Power" will be gratified by them. The ,. infla • 
• , ted c:lntingent Account" I must refer to its pro­

per Audit, where it will be more particularly and 
impartially scrutinized, than by our Author. 

That Execution ,hould be stayed 'till a motion 

for a new Trial, or in" rrest of J udgernent was 
disposed of, is a matter of course. But when once 
Judgement is entered up, it is impossible that Exe. 
cution can be refu.,ed, unless the decision of the 

Judges be appealed from. The Clerk of the Crown, 
would be liable to an aCtion for such refusal. 

The Secretary of the Provi nce had origi na'\ly the 
is' uing of Licences for retaihng Spirituous Li. 
quors. He became a defaulter in the payment for 
t~ese, from year to year, 'till the deficiency amount­
ed to a very considerable Sum. A n Extent was 
is)ued to recover the money, and removed as soon 
a, it WifS paid. 

A certain Sum was appropriated for Printin~ the 
JourO'~ls of the ';ouse of Assembly. The Printer's 
liccol1nl.fell short of that Sum. He was paid the 

full 



full valurm'"his work, and the Ihsp-e90r General 

of Public .\cc~unts, w<?uld. have been guihy of a 
breach of Trust had he allowed more. The sur_ 
plus remained in the hands of the Receiver Gene .. 
ral, for the future disposal of the Legislature . 
• , ~he Accounts of Surveyors, as., well as other 

persons in Public employment, must of course be 
made out in proper form, and regularly vouched~ 

and :their Expenditure warranted by their instruc_ 
tions, before they can be passed. Wherever these' 
requisites have been complied with, I will venture 
to'assert, that they·have met with no difficulty in ob­
taining their money. Where they have not been 
complied with, it was impossible to pass their Ac. 
counts,. 
~ Such are the foundations for our Author's asser. 
tion that ": there was neither substance nor shado", 
f1. of Law or Justice; but the will of Power was the 
" rule of decision." " The e~treme agitation of the 
" Public mind, and the universal gloom pervading 
" ~he Province," is one of those fancy PiCtures of 
our Author. by which he so frequently attempts to 
heighten the pathos of his declamation. The Public 
Mind had much to cheer it; certainly nothing tQ 

agitate or overspread it with gloom. But our \u­
thor's own mind appears to h.lve been agitated a.n.d 
gloomy enough; for his produCtion is more like 
the ravings of a mischievous Maniac. than the 
statement of a rational man, dr.lwn up :for the in .. 

formation of 'he Legislature and the Public. 
G Sixth Letter,. 
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SIXTH LETTER. 

\\' E are now Mooglat to. tlae, ~ra ofMt. 
Thorpe's arrival in the Province, an Ulciaent wh~ 

~11 the pt'ec~ding parts. or tb~ Fabhl Sft!1II to haN. 
been calculated to IDtrociulte wiln proper 9tage etr~ .. 
The wiivenal g\.oom is _mlDediatdy .sipat.d; tbe 

a2't:HIOIl of the !lubilc lDmd sl1bficies 10 a IftlOrmn1; 

and this cbivalJ7ol)s and errant champion. by ,be fa~ 
clOalir.n. IJt iHs..nUksceouemt qualuicts,.wiJ~h \fm~h,ho 

n1:1st have been vl.Slbly c.anopied, .eize-s 'at OOat: U," 

011 the confidence of th,' pu blic, and is looke!) up tit 

lty a all descriptions of~QPle," Mlhftr: dt!livl~er 

fmIU the lm.l!al:dom. of rccrl!'<lot llJagieiarn !--Tb!ei se,. 
dateM&S pro,verbi,aJly caQlatleris1U: of the ~ll1eMof 
of a Judge,. is ho,\A!ever llttk calculated to <lJ~'r~) the 

Cr.owd ; al)d tb~s part of. the: Paoo,phlet affords aPtln­

c.iont iQternal evicleoclt h(j)w improper a. cbi>'Ctl wa, 
made" wbel\ Mr. Tho\lJil~ was seld:led.for tbat rtspec­

tab.!it> situation. "A populillf Judgtt" sa.ys Lord 

Man.'lfi¢14 vel1Y tl1u1y~ "is.an odious c.lar!a.£tf'l1." W~ 
~he, \ are we to think of one who. sets O,ut w·jt-h- Cilp.enl, 
oif<.:'rll1.g hi,~elf aSlap00pular Leader •. ~'Tl¥olJ~1\ his 
~, repr~~lliations lui.: ~rievanc:es WOIltlt<il b¢ f«il'l:iS. 

f6, ed ; aAd b¥ h.i.s exeniOJ,ls, every b:ell~fil ad~;rijst.u" 
.. (!d.'~ So sav s his prorest pa.negyriq~ une.li>iliC;iUUI 
that he was wWAo.pe tina fo.n.tJl ~ dIi.~~\ 

He 
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Re W~! abdltt a ~'t in tIre Ptovfl1e~ ,,~'VibtlS to 

'the arrival of Lieutenant Governot Gore. Of his 
conduit duril1g that interval, I h~vt! gIven you sot1Jie 
lICt:ount in my se~t)nd Letter. This will l1aturall~ 
enough, a"CtoUht fat the Goverr1t1r's not being itJu'cb 
prejudiced i'n his favour, without tt~ot(in-g to" e/lYI'" 

'~s the cause. Thllt ,. ht ton!tlllot mdNre lite) Jliozt/d 
U move in tAe same brlJir," or in Other words, wault! 
not yield the Government of the Province to Mr. 
Thorpe, is riotttloch to be wondered at. Such ah 

-a:rr[)gant pretension, we could indeed hardly ~x~a 

to see avowed, by a profelit Advocate! 
The Home and other Drlhieh, say~ our A UlhO'!'." 

cc represented their grievances:' He should hav~ 
'5aid, a part of the Home DistriH, and the Craud Jury 
(Jf the Distritt of London, wete so obsequious to ollr 
wishes, as to sign Addresses fabricated fot them, by 
Mt Thorpe and Mr. Weekes. In thes'e two Ois­
ttiEts atone, wf!re fdund people silly enough to sanc­

tion by theIr names, the indIscriminate abuse whIch 
these Gentlemen, ftom motives alrecrdy explained, 

affected dn evet'y o~casiot1, to Cast upon the Colo. 

nial GovernMent. These' two DI~trit:1:s, are the least 

POpuIOllS, artd mdSt recently settled of any in the 
Province, arid hone of the others have afforded the 

"slightest grOLlr1ds fot our A uthor's assertion general, 

'as with his usual regard to \,eracity, he has made it. 
It IS not difficult for attful and desigNing Men if} 

"guch situafions as Mr, Thotpe's, and Mr. Weekes's, 

to Bopose ort the Ultwa,y, as proper, a pa~r uf which 
G2 th~ 



the exceptionable partl' are couchedin.general terms, 

and these Gentlemen, ~hough they did not sign it 
thc.:mselve$, were indefatigable in procuring signa­
tures to the Address of the ·Home District to the Go­
vernor. No public Meeting was held on the occa,­

sian, and fearful of' being counteraded by the mora 
respeaable part of the community, the impertinent 
officIOusness of Mr. Weekes, anticipated their inten­
tions, and took the Governor by surpnze. The Ad. 
dress was delivered before his Excellency landed, 
and the Capilal of the Province, had virtually, the pe. 
cultar distinction of insulting His Majest} 's Repre. 
sentative, by inserting 10 theIr complimental congra. 
tulations on his arrival, unmerited and general cen. 
5ure on his predecessors. The Address of the Grand 
1 ury of the District of London to Mr. Thorpe, was 
COlll posed as a suitable counterparlto his Charge,which 
be,;an with this extraordlllary sentence. " The fifteen 
" years disgraceful Adminislration of this Govern· 
" menl, calls)oudly for your interference." And in 
his answer to their Address, he says, "Where there 
" was neither talent, education, Information, or e· 
" yen manner in the Admmislratlon, little could be 
" t"xpeded, and nothing was produced:' The Ad .. 
dress from the Home Distritt, the Address trom Ihe 
Grand Jury of the District of London, and the Jud. 
ge's Answer, are su much alIke, both 10 matter and 
style, that with those who will take the trouble to pe­
ruse them attentIvely, there can be no dOUbt of their 

bewg composed by the same person. l'hc two last. 

Qf 
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.ofthese pieces our Author has- not thought proper t$ 

illS~n In IllS Appendix j bu, I mcluse them ior your 
perusal.-[ See .appendIx, No.1] 

It was eVldell~ enpugh that these "representati. 
" ons"(lDo,e properly declamations) arose from Mr. 
Thorpe's Inlillgation, not "from the adual slJffer. 
" in~s at the people," and it is not to be wondered 
at, that a respectable Gentleman of the DistriCt of 
London, who had witnessed these proceedings, should 
have observed, " that such condutt was more like 
" that of an United Irishman than a Judge." Fat" 

this expression, Mr. Thorpe, always sufficiently self­
important, direCted an Attion of Scandalum Magna­

tum to be brought; as if an Acbon now obselele in 
England, and expressly confined to a Peer, d Judge, 
or other great oiJicer of the realm, could apply La any 
Colonial Judge or Ofucer. And it would not have 
been very creditable to the Legal discnmination of 
" hiS Brethren at the Bench;' to have decided" that 
" such an Attion cou:d be brought by him," 

Of " the vacancy that soon after occurred in the 
" House of Assembly for the Home DlSlritt;' Jl uid 
Dot suit our Author's purpose to say much. I Will 

therefore relate how it happened. Mr. Thorpe had 
always countenanced and even encouraged Mr. 
Weekes in his pleadmgs at the Bar, to insult by the 
mo~t reviling and contemptuous language, the most 
respettable charaders who had beEn, or were in of· 
fice in the Colony, however irrele\'ant to the matter 

belore the Court. On the return of thiS wonh} pair 
from· 



from me Disttit\ of London, the Auiie~ were1'/eM 
by Mr. Thorpe at Niagara. There the same out­

rageous and wanton abuse was heard from the Bar. 
and passed uncensured by the Bench. One of the 

Gentlemen of the Bar however ,thought himseU' bound 
to remonstrate against the indecency of making the 
Pleadmgs in a Court of Justice, vthic1es of paTty 
.ple,·o, or private rancour. This took place 011 

Monday, and the animad,,-ersiO'fts of his brother Ad~ 

"ocate, were at the time, little noticed by Mr. 
Weekes. Tbe next day he made an excursion into 
the cou ntry, and passed : he evening witb the Judge 

and mme other confidenrial friends at a Tavern. On 
Wednesday, he sent a Challenge to the Genrleman 

who had so properly vindicated the decorum of L~ 

gal Proceedings. It was supposed that this measurt>~ 
from the time that had elapsed, WaS not the SpOOlI. 

neous effed of resentment, but advised by the party, 
'With a view to over-awe others from similar interfe· 

renee, and insure a' free scope in future, to their Ii­
eencious abuse. Reasonable explanation was or· 
fen·d, and refused; but when they tound (hat they 

had mistaken their man, and that no degrading cort. 

cessions woutd be made, they had informacion of the 
irrrended meeting conveyed to his '''rfe, in (he e~. 
pd:ration (hat her prayers, and tears, would shake his 

firmness; and extort some disgraceful apology. But 

even thiS arrifi(e did not sllcteed. The meeting lO(~k 

place in the adjacenr Territory of the Ametican 

'States, and Mr. Wee-kes tdt, the viEhm of hrs ow~ 
turbulence; 
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t~fb\.lJence, or rather, as is generally su,ppostd. o' 
t~ indi$cre::t su,,\gestions of his Friends. 

The Career which was rhus opened fOl the further 

djsplay of his taleots as a Demagogue, Mr Thorpe 

was ea~er to enter. If as our Author iss.erts, " it e. 

,," ver had been the CUllIOID, and Constitution of (he Co­

" lonies, for judges to be Members of Hou~es of As. 
" sembly i" wbat passed on Ihis occasion, is decisive 

of'lhe impropne~y of such a custom. A.J udge upon 

the Hustings, enga~ed in altercatioll with a livaL 
Candidalc an' his EleCtors, and assailed occasional. 

ly with the severest and most humiliating sarcasms 

on his private character, as well as public condua • 
must lose forever, that respeCt which his situation 00 

the Bench is calculated to inspire. Besides, it is im­

possible to suppose under such circumstances, that 

he could in the exercise of hiS judicial fundions, b~ 

indifferent between his Partiz.ans, and his Oppo. 

nenrs; that he would forget the hoslilily of lhe one> 

Or the support of the other. 
, That any entreaty of friends Was necessary to in. 

duce Mr. Thorpe to this step, is an idle tale.-The 

Governor's representation:> to him on the improprie~ 

ry of it, were disregarded i and illSl.fitd of manifest. 

r('}~ any reluCtance, he was proud to became a " Par. 
tizan."-Hollses were opelled for tbe entertainment 

(Jrbis friends,oo the credit of Mr. Jackson, and ,\1r. 

Wyatt. His partizans paraded tbe Slreets with that 

ap~ropriate embkm of United Irishmen, the H~rp 
wit,hoUl the Crown i whIle: Mr. Thorpe, haranfulng 

from 
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Irom'the ffMtings, sought to inflame his Hearef4s by' 
Warm and frequent"allusions to the Americah Revo~ 
!tHion ; a~d' apostrophized his departc>d Friend, as 
looking down from HEAVEN, with pleasure on their 
exertions in the cause ofiliberty'. 
. That thefriends of good-order should exert lheln~ 

selves to prevent the success of such a. Man, is not 

surprizing. Buv that any of the (DeanS mentioned 
&'y our Author were resorted to, Or sanctioned by 
the Government, is, like most of his other assetii-ont,­
wholly without foundation· :-Mr. Thorpe however. 
friumphed,; and we wIll follow him, now legally in­
duEled into the House of Assembly, where we have 

l1efore seen something of him as an Intruder. His 
conduCt there, cannot be better described than it is 
tn a letter transmitted by a frIend of m,ne. who was 
On the spot, and wrote immediately alter the ,proro­

gation. I therefore transcribe it for your mformati .. 
on and amusement. 

" March the 14th, 18°7;" 
" Our Session hath termInated in a manner ,the 

" most desirable to the frtends of good order, and 

" the most mortifyin~ to Mr. Thorpe, who hatb 
,. been com:,leatly foiled in all hiS attempts to do 

,. mischief.--.-:Ie be~an by endeavoring to per­
,. suade the House of Assembly, that the Duties le­

" vIed under Arts of the Bmish Parliament, were 
" at the rlisDosal of the Provincial Legislature. and 
" that this Province was entitled to a I~roportional 
,. part oi sud) ,;t. thost' duties 3): were c()lIeEted at 
r:: the Port of Qltebec, in the same manner as it was 

" to 



~ to 1I ,ropofti~n of (he duties ~olle~d under the 
'" 11.ltbority of 'he Legislature of Lower-Canada; 
" and tbey were ~"ffu;iently Qisposed tQ listen to.a 
" doarine which would place ;l large additional 
AI. sum of Money at their disposiJ,1. aut after atteDr 
" lively cOQ~iQerjng the 31St of the King, they to a 
'$ man, saw dw abliurdity of such a pretension, and 
o$~ give tJP the point ........ Oriven frOllJ this broad 
" grolJlld, he then insisted tbat the duties imposed 
J' by the 14th of the King, on Licences for retailing 
4~ Spirits, were certainly at their dlspo~al j and had 
.f' ad.uaHy been app!opriated by a Provincial Statute 
'" pa.s6cd in the 8aJ year of His Majesty's Reign; but 
" it was contended that the Words of thiS Statu te~ 
f.' would BPt be.r the construction, which the learn .. 
. ~, ed 1 udge lahoured to give it i and that constant 
" usage ever since, ihewed that in passing that Law, 
s~ Lhe Legislature had no such objetl in contempla.. 
I' tion : or, granting hIm both these points, it was 
'" shewn tb.t by the 3. st of the King, the Provinci.­
",I .1 Legislature had not the power 10 do ~o, if they 
" had intended it ; ~nd be was here again left alone, 
" notwithstanding his pathetic exclamation that, if 
" they ga'l)l up this, Ihey l4ve up their freedom," " and 
" his almoM treasonable allUSIOns to 'he American 
" Revolution,as OrIginating from the principles sup. 
., ported by the House. He afterwards moved af\ 
f'. Address respe&Jng the U. E. Loyalists a.nd Milita.. 
'" ry' Claimants, couched in insidious and inflamma­
,~ 19ry '-Di~age, in which he met wiLh better sup. 

H pon; 



Cf port j but the more sensible pari of the Hous~, 
.,' were aware of the impropriety of their attempting 

" to prescribe rules to tbeerown; for (he distrib-uri_ 

" on of its Bounty, and his motion was neglui\letf. 

" On a question respetting the appointment of 
," Trustees to Schools, he declaimed most vehe· 

" mentlyagainst Iheir being made Governmf'nt Jobl, 

." to prevent whIch, he proposed that, as five was the 
" number intended, the House ~hould appoint three', 

" and the Legislative Council two; but the absur~ 

" dity of this innovation was so apparent, that h~ 

'" found but two to support him. A sum of money 

" had, under some misapprehension, been charged 

" rn the Public Accounts, without a previous apprO'~ 

" priation by the Legislature; a circumstance that 

" had been eagerly laid hold of by Mr. Weekes, as, 

" pretext for some very indecent proceedings in the 

" !Jme of Mr. President Grant. This the Governor 

" ordered to be replaced, and mentioned it In his 

iO' Speech. Th~ House of Assembly to shew that it 
,; was not the money, but the principle, they were 

'" tenacious of, came to a resolution to admit th~ 

" an~ropriation as It had been charged, and prtSeri';' 

" ted a handsome Address to the Governor, express­

,- i n ~ themsel yes satisfied that the money had been 

c; expended for the benefit of the Province. On 
,. rhis occasion, Mr. Thorpe was almost furious. He 
" aCCllsed tbem of sacrificing lheir freedom; giving 

" II ,) their constitution, &c. But in vain he de­

G claimed and raved; every body but himseJfdt>cla-

" Jed 



", red ,i-n, favoufohhe r.esohuipn. ,-During thede-, 

'~ bates on lhes~ subjeCts, hi~ igno;r;mce of soIl!c; im­
"p~rla!lt points of law, as well ¥ his faaious prin­
'.'ciples~, were deteaed and exposed with, much abi· 

'!t{lity, and held up to derision by Mr. Sher,wood,~ 
'I. and Mr. Boul~on;a,nd hIS Parliamentary. exer;tions 
I,'. were concJlJded b)(. ,ascen,e ,\m~st inimit~blr ridi"!, 
"culous. After all his faRious attempts had~eell 
" frustrated, he exerted himself to compose an ela­
" borate harangue on the violence which, according 
" to him, had been offered to the Comtitution, by 
" the proceedings of the House; and gave it to one 
" of his friends to deliver as his own. This Gen­
I; tleman very deliberately took out his paper; but 
" not being a very fluent reader, or not having suf­
" ficiently studied his task, he so mangled the .J udg­
" e's florid language, that after diverting the House 
" and the Gallery for a few mInutes, at the expence 
" of himselfand his principal, he was obliged to break 
" off abruptly, and sit down, to the no small confu­
" sian of Mr. Thorpe."-Thus far my Friend. 

Such was the condutt of the man," whose 

" only objea, according to our Author, appeared 
" to be the stritl and upright discharge of his duty." 
A duty that ought to have led him to a distance from 
the Walks of Fatlion ; and that called upon him 
most imperiously, to inculcate and enforce subordi­
nation and respeEt to the Government; and to sup­
port it by his authority and example. 

I have enlarged the rather upon this man's public 
H 2 conduCl 
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~dlie,ill the ho~ thlit Mis MaftttY'-Mf~R ir 
these Letter'~ shduld eVt"r cdm~ tlnd~t lh~ ~yt! Ofil", of 
them, may ftom tbi!- example, .' bett1me * lirrle fhor~ 
(il'eutil~pea in tNert thoic!~ of mei1 to flll offitial Si.: 
tllations hi the CoIM'y ; and nm throwaway 1\igll 
Salaries and irtlpottaot frLt&l~ upon Wretthes, wMni 
yanity, or malice, may excite to thtow it itJ(o eonfu • 
• ion. 



SEYEN1H LETTER. 

+~ 

T Ht suctess of Mr. Thorpe's e"ertion~ to of;"; 
tain a seat in the'House of Assembly, and his can; 
ducl there" I have related in my preceding Letter: 
t am now again to follow Mr. Jackson in his desul.' 
iory course. He, with his usual candour, would 
peiHlade the Public, that some violent and unwar. 
tantable means had beeh resorted to, to restrain. the 
liberty of the Press. But at the time of which he 
i~ speaking, there was but one Printing-Press in the 

Province; and that was the property of the Govern_ 
ment; which also allcrwed the Printer a salary fat 
publishing in a weekly Gazeue, Proclamation., and 
other official Papers. It would certainly have been 
tarrying complaisance a little too far, to have per­
mitted this to be made an instrument for promoti ng 
the faaiou~ purposes of Mr. Thorpe and his asso­
ciates : yet, it cannot be supposed that it was undet 
very stria controul, when through it, the Public 
were put in possession of the Address of the Grand­
Jury of the DistriEt of London to that Gentleman~ 
and his answer. 

The circum~tances under which, what our Au­
that calls an independent Pre~s, was established; 
the person who direas it, and the m3nner in which 

it has been conduCleil, have been already noticed'. 
, It 



It has.. indeed " produced a great exp~o:!.4>r the 
views of the Faaion of which our Author is so dis­

tinguished a Member; one of which ·evidently is, by 

circulating with the aid of this Press, through a wi. 
der range, the vilegt calumnies to weaken the,au~ 

thority of the Government, andspreaddlSsati-sfatlifn 

~mong the people. It is indeed " to be lamented, 

" thal such transatbons" as tbe Meeting at York on 

~he 24th July, 1807, at which Mr. joseph Shephard 
presided, "~hould ever have occurred." The Ad. 

~ress of this Meetin~ to Mr. Thorpe, and his An~ 

swer, [see Appendix No. II.] as "exhibited" by this 

Pre~s, I now Inclose for} ollr perusal j and you will 
{dare say, admit tbat they are curiosities of their kind. 

Such as I am confident were never before addressed 

to, ur received from a Judge of His Majesty's Court 

of King's Bench •. Mr. Jackson has not thought pro­
per tt) give these a place in his Appendix, well aware 

that III the opinion of the People of England, they 

would reflect lIttle honor on the charader of his He­

r~.~Mr. Thorpe and Mr. Willcocks seem to have 

thought so meanly of the intelletts of the good Peo­

ple at this Province, as to suppose that they would 

regard them rather as creditable, than disgraceful to 
.the parties concerned. 

\Ve ha\'e already seen how" upright" Mr. Sur­

veyor General's conduct wa~, "and how well calcu­
c, lated to gai n the resped and esteem of all descrip­

" tions of people." But it is proper to notice ther 

circumslance of the M~ssissague Purchase. I n the 
. S~ring 



Spring of 1 g05', it w~s dee!1led expedient to purchas~ 
from the Messissague Ihdians, the Tratt of Country 

wbichextends ftom the River Etoblcoke to 'the Head of 

Lake Ontario. . No aaual Survey of this Traci had 
. ) 

then taken place j but it w~s necessary that the out-

tirie~ should be' sketched, to serve as the foundation 

of an agreement, in which it was req'uisite that the 

, Bour'rdaries should 'be designated. Such a sketch wa~ 

accordingly dra"inj but when the Survey came 10 be 

m:ade, it was found that there was nearly 17,000 acre; 

more land' than appeared LO be comprehended in this 

sketch. The merit of thi~ discovery is not due to 

Mr. Wyatt, and as soon as it was made, a proporti .. 

onal compensation was given to the I ndians for Ihis 

additional quantity. It is nothing extraordinary that 

an error, even of this magnitu-:le, should arise from 

the random estimate ~f a TraEl containing nearly 

9o;doo acres; hut Mr. Jackson, with the ,malice so 
conspicuous in every part of his \Vork, has repre:' 

sented it as a deliberate fraud on the part of the Go­

vernment; and has suppressed the circumstance of 

the additional compensati~n allowed to the Indiant; 

on its becoming apparent, that the original estimal~ 

was erroneous. 
Of Mr Sheriff \Villcocks, and his dismissal [wtn 

office, I have had occasion to speak in a former Let­
ter. That" his conduct merited and received the 
" highest commendation" from his factious associ­

ate~, I can readily beheve. Yet ingratitude, and op­

position to benefaCtors, are nQt usual subjeas of 
commend.tlon 



t;ommcn,dation. Evc=ry rea$ooahle'man IDQst adm. 
ihat the Government, ought not tp brook the h.qs~lil' 
.of its own officers; aDd, that it qas an I,Indp-'1Pt-=~ 

;ight to" command the suppon gf tl)j~, and ev~r 

" other office." 
Mr. Willcocks,as we have before stated. was com_ 

mitted to Prisop by the Ho~se of .A.ssernibly for ~ Ii. 
bel upon that Body, of which he was himself a ~kql!' 
'ber. ,This our Author calls an llnparalleled ~f$~" 
tution, and for proof, re~ers to Mr. Willcotks'sowq 
scurrilous paper, ann gives an eJeuaCl: from it, In th4 
;Appendix. But except the Circumstance of tb~ 

commitment itself, the !ale there told, is wlthol,1t tiny 

fou'ndation in truth, and lIke the rest of the tales in 
this organ of sedition, invenled for the purpolle of 
blackening every pers, )'1, and trolllsattion, likely tQ 

check I he progre~s of tbe fattion. , 
From the narrative which r have already given YOij 

~f Mr. Thorpe's conduct, you will' readily believ~ 
that it was unnecessary to have recourse to" mlllrepre. 

" sentation" in order to induce the Secretary of 
State, to recal that Gentleman. We ha Ve (:le~rly seeq 
the·' important and beneficial services, which he an4 
,. his associates were rendering to the Colony, and tQ 

'~ Great 8ritain." If abusiIlg the influence of their 
offiCial situations to the' purpose of exciting a spiri~ 
of jealousy and insubordination among the people; 
~f endeavouring in a manner the most indecent and 

disorderly, to i!'llpel the House of Assembly '0 t~ 
~ost urJconiti~utlOnal ~sumption!i of autborhy; i~ 

representilll 



r~rt'Sentitlg the wAstitution as tyrannical, and the 

J.ws as oppressive, the Government as Ignurant and 
C;Orrtilpt: if {he most unremitted exertions to de­

grade and weaken that Government which they were 

bound by every tie to support; be rendering ., im­

': portan and !Beneficial services to the Colony and 

'.' to Great Brit.1in~" then indeed has the conduEt of 
these Gentlemen been eminently meritorious. These 

i!tdeed are" not slight imputatIOns." And such can. 

dud in Surveyors G"neral, J ud~es and She ri ffs, 

seems to call for a higher reward) than mere suspensi­

on, or removal from office. 

With respect to the Provincial Ruler, he would 

have ill deserved the confidence reposed in him, if 

be had not exerted his authority to check such im­

proper al1d dangerous condutt. And had not the 

meaSlires which he adopted for this purpose, received 

!,he "santtion" of His Majesty's Ministers, they 

wOlll'.i have shewn themseh'es little attentive to the 

welfare of the Colony. But is It hence to be infer· 

led, that" the stability of every civil officer's situati. 

" on rests on the caprice of the person administer. 

" iag the Colonial Government."-Cenamly nor. 

Here, as elsewhere, It depends on their own conduCt. 

He is indeed inve~ted, and as we have seen very pro­

perly invested, with power to suspend them from the 

exercise of their official funttions, when their mIsbe­

haviour renders such a step necessary; but he must 

immediately statf' hiS reasons to His :\1 'ljest)"s Mi, 

Disters ; and take 'he responsibility upon himself, 
1 which 
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\~hich is too serious a thing to be encountered frorn 
mere caprice. It is impossible to devise a belter' 

check to the abuse of an authOl"ity which is absolute­
l'y necessary for the support of every Government. 

It would under any form, soon sink into insigrtifi­
cal,ce and contempt, if it might be thwarted, braved; 

~Ild insuI"ted with impunity by its subordinate of­

licers. 
The next assertion of our Author" seems indee~, 

to surpass all the former" in falsehood and shameless 
~fhlntery. I have already said enough to satisfy 
you or any candid man, that personal liberty is as well 
protetled here, as it is in England; and arbitrary im. 
prisonment equally as impossible. What then are 
w,· to .h.nk of the following sentence.--" On the 
" people's declaring their intention to petition the 
" Kin;.! fur redress of their many grievances, it was 
~'. publicly declared that any man should be sent to 
" prison who signed anv petition or address whate­
"ver." I would ask Mr Jackson who he means 
by the Peo/tle l and on what occasion such intention 
was declared? If he speaks of any considerable 
nllmber of persons assembled for the purpose here 
statF.'d, I have no hesitation to say that no such as­
semblage ever took place. He possibly might think 
the people \'irrually represented by himself, and ex" 
pressing the pre':ominan! sentiment of every dema. 
gogue, would say, J the People. He has not even 
<;ondescende r : to inform us bv whum this threat of 
I .' 
.. mpnsonmcnt was denounced.' Yet had such an 10-

cidcnt 



~dent occurre~, he would certainly not have lo~t s6 
fair an occasion of holding up to public derision the: 
simpleton who could be guilty of such impotent blus. 

tering. But it is not the least eXlraordillary part of 
this extraordinary case, that our Author shoufd refer 

for his proof, to a Letter of his own, written to Lord 

¢astiereagli, and inserted as a voucher in his Appen: 

dix, in which he has introduced this absurd story with: 

t)le qualifying terms " I am given to understand." 

He has noqhought properto add by whom, and I am 
persuaded that the public are indebted for the story 
to his own imagination. I n this famous Letter, th~ 
removal of the Lieutenant Govemor is insisted o~ 
as the great remedy for all the dreadful evils under 

which the Province is represe~led to groan, and the 

Qnly thing that can save it from absolute ruin. AI~ 

low me to give you my construction of this modest 
epistle, as it occurred to me on the first perusal. 

, I trust your Lordship will place the most implicit 
~ confidence in the representations of Mr. Thorpe, 
C Mr. Wyatt& my self. Though the Governor refused 
C me a grant of land, suspended Mr. \Vyatt frorn his 

'official functions, and stopped Mr. Thorpe from rna· 
, king a further diffusion of his philanthropic instruc­

'tions*.' " I beg you, my Lord, to consider that we 
" are attuated by no otber motive but the good of 
" our Country," C without the slightest tindure of 

.' personal resentment. But really this Governor of 
, yours has adopted a very ruinous system, to tre~t 

I 2 ' 10 
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11 in this manner Gentlemen wllo" in order to gN'e a 
, wide r spread to tbese benevolent and equalizing 

, princi ple~ which have for the last twenty years done 

, ~o much good in Europe, thought it incumbent 

, on them to oppose his authority both by precept 

, and example, to teach the people under his govern. 

, ment that the Constitution was tyrannical, the 

4 Laws oppressive, tho Courts of Justice servile and 

, corrupt it that they were suffering hardships while 

C every benefit was lavished upon them; that tbe 

• persons in Administration were without talent, e­

, ducation, information, or manners,. wholly untit 

, for the improved system introduced by the neVI 

, School; that the Government was at its ultimate 

, point of depression,! and that things would never 

C go well 'till, like thelf neighbours In the American 

, Stales,§ they took the entire management of them 

, into theIr own hands. It you do not displace 

, him, the people will imagine that you 4lIid not ap­

, prove these our philanthropic labours i and our ex­

, ertlOns Will probably have been thrown away; 

, which would be an irreparable misfortune to the 

, cause we were so industriously promoting. But if 

, you remove him for presuming to Interrup' us in 
, such a lalldable course, it Will be a warmng to all 

, future Governors, and teach them to shew a little 

, more complaisance to the DiSCiples ot Godwin 
, and --------------.. ~ ............... --+ See Ih.e Pamphlet, from page 8 to u. 

t See Mr Thorpe" Answer to the Address from the Grand Jury ollhc 
Distnd of LOlldon. 

~ Soo ihe t'am.l'hlet, pale It, anti tho- 1.ettelJ.f Mr. JttlUlJI. ia ~ ArlO 
f~lIdiJ:. 



, and Parne, w"en flier come dressed in t~ garb ot 
c. office. It will besides, shew the Colonists that 
4 they, and not he, are to be looked up to with defe. 
, renee and respect. As for official documents, pay 

• no attention to them; they are wholly unworthy 

• of credit. Every body, exct.'pt ()urselves, IS bent 
4 to deceive you. If the Governor tells you that 

• the people are peaceable and loyal, do not believe 
, him; for notwithsfanding the foolish sentiments of 

• gratitude, and old habits, which incline them so to 

• be; it is impossible that the pains we have tdke!) 
, to give them a contrary bias, can have been thrown 
C away!' So far my paraphrase; which is mure 
appropriate to the sentiments of the Author, than the 
language which he has thought proper to adopt. But 
to return from the Appendix to the body of the 
Work. 

After the bOllncing Story of the petitioning anct 
imprisonment, our AUlhor proceeds to recapitulate 
the points which he profe:;ses to have proved; but 
as these have been already discu~~ed, it i~ unnece'" 
sary to go over them dgain. The following pa~~age 
however, contail:l~ a new charge, .and therefore re­
qUires to be noticed "Provi~ions, L1oathing, far_ 
•• ming-!Jtemlb, andevery Article that the country 
.. did not produce. necessary for ereaing Houses 
.~ and Mills, was sent to e~tabli· h the comfort of the 

ocr poor Refugee; but used for the accommodation 
• of tbe rich Favorite; or from neglect, rendered 

" usdess:'-.Let at be remembered that the "poQI' 
~' Relugees," 



ct Rerugees," as our Author is pleased to call themr 

Were settled in this Province in the year '.784, at 

which time such articles as are here enumerated, 

were distributed among them; and they neither, 

required, nor expe8ed further aid of this kind. In 
1792, a quantity of c1oathing, farming-utensils, and 

materials for building. were sent out from England, 

in the Myrtle, and Ann, for the me of sundry per­

sons who came passengers on board these Spips, 

under the name of'\merican Loyali~ts, with orders 

for them to be distributed to them upon their set­

tling the Lands which were to be assigned them. 

This wa~ complied with in every instance where the 

Party occupied the Lands assigned him. And trlis 

is the only case in wLich there has been any order 

for the distribution of ,\ rticles of this description, 

:;ince Upper-Canada became a separate Province. 

Tiie Puhlic Stores which were sent from England 

by the Scipio, and Herkimer, in the same year, 

were of ,Ucll m1gnltude lhat Lieut. Governor SI!ll­

coe did not think proper to take upon him,elfthe 

responsi hil ity of thei r di ,lri hUlion, otherwise than 

by ordering the is,ue of ,uch it., were required for 

the Public Service. The further di,tributlon of 

tese Store" consequently waited the orders of dis 
M<ljesty's i\li nisters, and no such orders having 
been received, succeeding Governors have thought 

proper to adopt the same condutt with regard to 
them which was held by General SImcoe; and In 

(;onscquence, many of these Articles remain In the 

Government 



Government ~o~~ House at York. Mi11:Stones, 

Miil-lrom, an~ several other valuable artIcles have 

been Issued from time to time, under the orders of 

the Persons administering the 'Government, to s'Jn4 

dry persons upon their entering into an obligation to 

return articles of equal quality, or to pay the a­

mount when demanded.-These I presume, are the 

" Rich Favourites" alluded to by our Author: but 

of such artic.les, the " Poor-Refugee" could make 

no use. 

This is the real state of the case, and will suffice 

to shew, that the charge of the misapplication at ar4 

ticlesintended for the Loyalists, has no better foun­
llation than the rest of those which ollr Author has, 

with unparralleled effrontery, heaped upon the Co. 

Ionial Government. 
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IilGHl H LETTER. 
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T HE Indian DepartmetUJ is the next ohjrthf 
t)ur Author's declamatory cenmre. He tondemm 
iI, as u,eless in itself, and assert~ the mQr1age~nt 
cf it to be such as to pervert the original pllrpO,Cla 
cf its establIshment. Let us examine the propriet1 
of these allegations, and take some notice ofbis QWQ 

scheme, relative to the Indians. 
,.v,len we consider that the vety large part of lb. 

American Continent, which is now covered with the 
habitations of Europeans and their de~tendant~, walt 

once inhabited by the r ndi.tn Tribes and lhrirpro+ 
gcnitors ; that they ha ve been dispossessed of it, by 
means not always justifiable, and that many of the 
settlements in this Province, are in contaEl: with 
these fierce Children of Nature; weseem bound both 
in honour and interest, to cultivate a friendly in­
tercourse with them, and in some measure, to contri· 
bute to their support. Agents, I nterpreters, and 
Store-Keepers, are necessary for this purpose; and 
they compose what is called the r ndian iJepartment 0 

a Department co-eval with our establishments in 
North America, and necessarily arising out of the 
situ Hion of these establishments -How this De· 
p,lrl'llent, through which the bounty of the Govern. 

lllent is conveyed to the Indian N alions, should 

" become 



! £i dt.tCetM an inskument to iojure and disaffe& 
f~ tbeln," .Ii not easy to imagine; as it is obviou~ly 

the it»erest of t~ ~rsons employed therein, to re­

~ommeijd them.selves to th~ir favour. To assert 

,hat,~' the Anicl.es U!nt a6 Presents to the Indi..ins .• 

" ~(e of such inferior quality, that they are almost 

'1 'WAfthJ~ss," ii, in the phra~eoJogy of the Indians, 

IQ say ,the (hing that is not. They are generally as 

I~~d as arlic1l;s of the same denomination import. 

,d for the purposes of trade; but were it otherwise, 

lAO blame is, on this ~ccount, to be imputed to the 
Col.onial Government, or the Indian Department, 

~~p hAve only to distribute such articles as are sent 

J.llem from England for this purpose. In making 

'his distribution, it would create. considerable ex.. 

pence to s.end the articles to the I ndians at a dis_ 
tance ; but to them it is no inconvenience to be an. 

JlUilllf convened, at the principa! Posts, to receive 
.these Presents which tbey have long been accu\torna 

td to conside.r as pledges of friendship. The parade 
with wbic:b it is attended in such places, is also im .. 

po,ing; and the opportunity is usually improved t9 
revIve and strengtben among the,c various Tribes, 

by d.pprapriate Addresses, sentiments of respeft and 

friendship far the British Government. The puba 

liclty of this d.istrib~ltionJ would also check partia­
jity in the Agents, if any 1>hould exist; but neither 

~beir interest nor their comfort, could be promote<l 
by keeping any of the Indians unnecessarily aho~ 

&belU. Mr. J,p\;~PO hQwever, wo~ld mal\.e us be.-

l" liev~_ 



lieve, that they kept all 'c the young and a8ive" con.! 
standyaboutthem. foguard dgainsuheabuseofim. 

providently bartering away their Presents, there is a 

Law which subjeCts to'fine and imprisonment" any 

" person who shall purcha.e or receive in pledge 

" or barter, any Clothes, Blankets, &c. belonging 
" to any Indian or Indians within thh Province!' 

This Department mut aho be considered as in 

part conneEled with the defence of the Country, and 
as such, used formerly to be wholly under the di. 
reCtion of the Commander in Chief. During the 

Administration of Lieutenant Governor Simcoe, 
His Majesty's Ministers thought proper to suhjetl 
it to the management of the Lieu!. Governor of the 
Province, and ~o it has continued since, ~ubjea ne­

'venheless to the special comroul of the Governor 

CEner.!!. 
The incorreCt and narrow view which our Au .. 

thor has taken of the subjeEt as a question of Poli. 
:<:y, has been suggeqed by the peculiar circumstan. 

'ces of the remnant of the Six Nation Indians who 
are settled in the DistriCt of Niagara; which, were 
it just as far as it relates to them, would be very er. 
roneous with respeCt to the Western Indiaris, whose 
situation is widely different. The first are inconsi. 
derable in point of number, and reside on a narrow 
Tract of Country, inrer'1!ixed with and encompassed 
on all sides by white Inh:.lbitants, with whose man ... 
nen th·y ,;rt familiarized; the olhers compose'd of' 

num~rous Tribes,' roving th.rough theirnatiV'e and 

extensive' 



~t,ensive,Forests, and little acquainted with any 
white men, eX,cept the Traders who adventure a­

nJOng,them. and the Agents.and Interpreters through 
whom tbe Government holds intercourse with them', 
'I;he Speeches which our Author has thought pro­
per to p!.lbl~sh in his Appendix, concern merely tbe 
abovementioned remnant of tbe Six· Nations, and 

originate wholly from pelty cabals among them­
selves, in which. however, as in every tbing else that 
afforded them a pro~pea, of doing mi~chief, Mr: 
Tnorpe and Mr Wyatt thought proper to inter­
me9dle. To enter into a minute detail of tbes€:;, 
JI'o'ould be tedious and uninteresting. But a sketch 
of the prominent circumstances) will probably be no~ 
unacceptable to you. 
, In tbe year 1784, General Haldimandthen Go. 
vernol and Commander in Chief, a~signed to th~ 
Mobawks and otber Indians of tbe Six-Nations, who 
had been obhged to abandon their native Seats in 
,consequence of the American War, a TraCt of Land 
,which he had purchased from the Messissague Indi. 
ans, as a place of resIdence to them and their poste­
lity i which he afterwards confirmed to them by a for. 
lJlal Grant -This Tratt, is situated on bOlh sides of 
a River called the Grand-River, which discharges it'. 

,.self into Lakt' Erie, and comprehends about 10J 2t 

~squaremiles. This they accepted wIth the mo~t grareful 
,acknowledgement,& occupied for several years with. 
:out any idea of disposing of any part of it. From 

;·the wide rapge. which ~as afterwards opened for l~e 
K lI!I s.ettlemen! 



'6~ttfeM~J\t or tl1~ Cmuttfy bt tief'lf. Odv. Si~jl 
Es'ablishments C'adie to be formed berend'this' grant 
of Gen. HaldiilYiind'g to Lh~ Indi:nw. Sp~tut~fi~~fi 
in Land were at this tim'€! e'tig:lg~d in vktt g1'eaf' :wi" 
diy by monied men in the U'tritttf Sr.tte~; 'and' tfteift~ 
leCtlOn spread to this Pro'viN~. Thelrt1'i'itn. Tfaa,. 
Being fertile and pleasan'ly situated, soon' attr<raed 
tne nutice, and excited tbe'cllprdi'ty of SpecttlatotS'.' 
'they contrived to itH~te'st CaprctiN BtctNt; bY' ;tHow. 
irig him to participate in their PtdRts~ Tfh'6ugt\'theif 

suggestions, Cotlncils wete c:dl~d; 'lind, by die' ina. 
f1uence of Caprain Brant, the' tndi~trs .. ere i"du1:ed 
to make formalapplfclltidt1S to Gov~t'nrtrtnt te} S'ltl1t., 

lion the sale of a cortSidtrabte' PC1f[idtl tlf this Traa. 
That the Government should hesitate at ~o novel a 

request, and paus~ tlpM the expeoditnc!y of allo'Wing 
this Land to be applied' (0 a purpose sO fort!tgn td 
lts otiginal destination, will ndt Ire matter ofsurptitt>. 
(lur author says it was" because it wctuld stctp pt­
tronage and pllinder." Hut he bas not condesC::f!nd. 
cd to explain, and 1 haVf! not ingC!Nuity enough tb 

'discover, how these are at all conne8ed with the 
question. If at all connetted, the permission M 

sell would seem to be rather mote favorable to'pt. 
'tronage, than a refusal. Be that h'()wever, as such 

wise beads as Mr. Jackson's tnay de(etntil'te. Tile 
Covernment finally complied on condition (hat 'he 
money arising from the sale, should be vc!ted in 
Trustees, to form a permanent Fund, of which the 
Indians were annually to tec~ive the interest. 1t 

was 



,.,. 
wa~ ~ntl'~ly' rI1e> Wfst!fl cotl'rse fo1! 'ne' Tnfgte'~ ttl I 
v'tSt this money in the En'glisn Funds. Blli some­

dme must nece~sarily elapse in remittIng Itome tbe 

Dfoney, and plln:hasing Stock; and the Indians. ~(ttle 

acquainteEi with btlsihtss of tbis ooture7 a-nd not un­
demanding the superior Security of the Funds, 

would see in tht~ m€3suJ'e ol'lly a delay, and a dlmi. 

ootion of Interest not favo~able to their present ad .. 

vantage. 
Another drcumstance which occasioned no small 

stir among these Indians, was the rank and influence 

that a Mr. Norton, was to have among them. Thi. 

Jltan, a native of Scolland, had been a pri\'ale soldier 

in one of the Regiments in Canada, from which ha .. 

,ing obtained hIS dIscharge, he went to seek distincti. 
on among the Indians. He adopttd in every partie 
(ular their dress, and manners, and having some edu .. 
cation and great industry, he in a few years became 

roaster of their language, and was known among them 

by the name of Tevonnhokarawen. After beco .. 
mirrg peorfedly accomplished as an Indian, this man 

"as prompted to pay a visit to London, where he 
passed for a native Indian; was regarded as a prodi­

gy ; and overwhelmed by the Nobility and Gentry 

~J[h caresses, and presenls.-On his return, he 

thought himself entitled to assume the charaEler of 
an Indian Chief.-His pretensions were supported 

by Capt. Brant, and some others; but opposed by a 

great part of the Indians, and not admiued by Ihe A­
gent. Mr. Thorpe, and Mr. Wyatt, thought proper 

t() 



fo countenance the oppositi~n to the SuperinrelTdanl, 
and Mr. 1 ackson has been at the pains to publish 
Mr. Brant's Oratiom* on the occasion, to support 

his general assertion, that" the Indian I>ep~rtment 

" was become an instrument to injure and disaffect 
,~ the Indians." 

. The Indian Tribes, even those who live in the 
mid3t of our settlements, have always been treated 
by the British Government, as independent Nations; 
and not considered as subject to our municipal Laws, 
except in the case of a Murder committed upon a 
white man. No race of men are more impatient of 
controul, or more tenacious of personal and national 
independence. Any interference with these, they 
would consider as the highesl " Injury"; and such 
interference would Indeed tend to" disaffeEt them" 
effettuallv. Yet both must be greally abridged be­
fore much good can be expeCted from any attempts 
to cIVIlize them. While they continue free from 
the restraints of Civil lite, any endeavor to confer its 
advantages upon them wIll be vain. It may corrupt, 
but will not reclaim them The Indian, free from 
the controul of our Laws, becomes depraved rather 
than Civilized, by an acquaIntance with our arts and 
manners. He loses what was estimable in the Sa. 
vage, and has no check to the carr uptions of the 
·civilized man. And it is abundantly confirmed by 
experience, that those are not the most estImable a. 
mllng the Indians, who have had most intercourse 
wi.h the \Vhites,even where some degree of educ~,ion 

. * The originals have been seen ia the Hand Writing of Mr. Weekes. ia 
lIr. Norton'S posscs~ion. 
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bas been superadded. To have the property which 

they noW hold in common, divided, and distributed 

among them individually with a right of alienation ,; 

would be, in effect, to offer such Lands as a premi:. 

urn to low and interested people, to encourage and 

minister to their intemperance and other degrading 

vices. The idea of subjeCting them to military re­

straint and subordination, is too extravagant to claim 

a moment's attention, except from these visionaries­

who think that the habits and feelings of men can be 

moulded to their views, lIke wax under the plastiC 

hand of the anist. If this idea be confined to those 

ilndians only, who are comprehended within our set­

tlements j their numbers thus arrayed, would make 

no very formidable addition to our military force. 

Yet even they would spurn at any such attempt. A& 
for the other much more numerous and formidable 

class, I would advise any man who would undertake 

,to make them such a proposal, to keep well out of 

:the reach of their Spearsa-nd Tomahawks • 

. Were it practicable to civilize the I ndians, as some 

men of wiser heads and better hearts than our Au­

thor have supposed, the Fur Trade would, I allow, 

Ibe comparatively a matter of very inferior regard. 

'It is obvious however, that the avocations of civil 

'life are incompatible with the Hunter state; and that 

the latter must decline in proportion to the progress 

of the former. Yet Mr. Jackson holds outthe con­

tinuance and increase of this trade, as a motive for 

ci"ilizin~ the Indians. But hilO speculations are ge ... 

. ~eral1y of a peculiar cast. Our 



Our AuthOTls spleen is .ne¥t vehltd .natthe Ma.­
,ine [)~partmen~," wibu;il he say,s, w.as eSlabJ~os:Il" 
" th~ lIIlfaut state ohhe Province, -PfcalJ.te thellt wer, 
.. no ,roads Of,c~lI11muflication. N'QlW ~ uphQLcI ;iuwl 
t' gi·ve a;sembboce for this eK;peoce, f,carce.ly a pltJ5o' 
"ab.le I10ad has heen made. The 1i)'6!t'I8l 16 ", 

~, prevent great .and general -roads, for thB.t wOld. 
,. render .the Marine unnecessarr." That tdle C'bea, 
and ex.pediuQus mode of canv.ey.~e ,by water:shoul; 
be abandoned f~)1- the tedious and e"pensive tran~<m 
j)y lauQ. :IS a &ChelBe that would do honor to tJae ~ 
~es of G.ullivds fl ybng IOand. A bllf,reJ of .flour.ill 
.conVte~ct by water from Nia~r;ato K.Uag~,f<J' 
two shihhngs ;and from Kingston to Montre~llor ~ 

»out3s.'ad. To conve¥ the same anick ov.er the: 
,abJ.iagar.a Carrying Place"a distance ,oLteR miles, .cost'S 
eleven -pence; and from LaChme to Montfejl.~ 

-svhich is not quite ,eight miles over a turnpil<te foad" 
tbe price is .a shilli"g. The dista.ncefrom NiagarJ. 
"to Montreal hy lan~ eKceeds four hu,ndred ,"il~ 
:tlnd ill ,the same ,proportIOn the transport bv land 
.would,oxaee.d,fOf't:y lwo,shiJlings" which i.scollsi:<icJ;ablr 
,Jllo.re tthan ,abarr.el of flour is u.suaUy worth ,in t~ 
.M;r.ket. ,And btside~,.all the,cattk and.carfi.a~es ip 
'he country would ,not :slJffice to (f_nsport tbe qua.q. 

1ily of flour .. pork, and pot .allietl, which is annually 
:jenl out of :tlw Provine!';, -supposing it :possible Lh~ 
4hey pould be,wholly o(.cupied in this buslOess. Th~ 
ttnay suffice for our4uth.pr~ I.h~ory,; lcU~ now co~ 
~C!lf lb~JAtlP. 



\ Th~ Marine Depat;~ent 0.0 the ~akes w~s estab. 
I.ished il;tthe. commencement <;If the American War, 
long b~f<?re.the settlement of this Province, and is 
one of the . .principal military defences of the coun­
try. For this purpose it is supported. The neces': 
sary transport of sto!es f,or the different Posts could 
certainly be done much cheaper by employing pri­
v~te· vessels, which are now numerous. But as the 
Government must have armed vessels, they are of 
~ourse employed in this bU,siness. As ~o the vidual­
ling of tbe troops, that has always been done from 
the Settlements contiguous to the respe8ive Posts, as 
far as these settlements could furnish the necessary 
supplies j with the double view of encouraging the a­
griculture of the Province, and saving expence to 
~he United Kingdom. The Provincial Government 
derive no patronage whatever from the Marine De­
partment, which is wholly under the dire8ion of the 

Commander in Chief. 
. Tothe Author's story respe8ing the Township& 
pf Dearham and Norwich, I can give the most posi­
tive contradiCtion. They were indeed sold in the 
<;ouncil-Room; for there sealed offers from those 
who wis~d to purchase, were to be lodged; and there 
tbe l~nds were assigned to the highest bidder, agree~ 
ably to the tenor of the advertisement previously 
published in the Gazette for several months. The 
principal purchasers were, the Hon.' Robert Hamil~ 
ton, the Rev. Mr. Addison, and Wdliam Willcocks 

Esq. CcntJcmell wholly unconnetled with the Go-
L vernmen;. 



vernment.'the sale look p1aee tRven tt'a~ l~O, 
when from the great statcity of 1't!O'tIey, and great 
plenty of land. tlie pric"e offered 'Wonldnrrll'l'rRy thre 
~ow for such a quantity held up fat immeaia'te ~ale. 

A part of these lands has been .sO'lci .... ithin·a fetlt 
mo;nhs, at private sale, for ha'ifa ddftatper :rt'I'e; I 

~ert-'un proof that their value couid ndt lJa~ b~eft 
estimated very highly at the rime oftbe slii'e 1ttltde'ef 
the!Jl by 'the Government. 'they pt'(1fluced hoW'e~ 
£.3')(52 5s. which was appliedpttNcipal1y inoptnfll! 
~ road from the IOwn of York to the Head of the 

Bay of Qllinty, a distance of about 100 ttrtles. 1\ 
copy ot the Contraa [See Appmdh.· No, 111.1 for 
making this Road, I indo'se 'for your 'perusal, tm'gt· 

ther with soine correspblldence [Ste A'PP7!nYiix No. 
iv.J with the'Govarn,nenr lil 1803,respetting 'this 
R(~~d; and you will 'from rherk:e j1ldge tjf lite reli.­

arlee to be placed on'the inlormari'On and veradty·ef 
a man, who does not scruple to'assert, tbat h dtemo. 
,; ney arising from tne sale of tbese rru ... nships ihas 

" not been heard of, nonlny Road established 'froQJ 
" ils expenditure." 

Ily the Laws 01 the 'Province, '~"eryPlolf!leholder 
or Freeh'Jlcfer, isli;iole'to wo·-kfromb to '!~ Ihlys 0"11 

tile Public Roads, antlt'tre Legislature bave, ,at tii'­

f(: renl times, grallled (he sum of eight lbOU9llnd thra 

~:nnn~,1 pouncfs'flo -for ?penin'l!; -and re!)auinq Ri~ 
~ III 18~+ C 10'JO .. ~ t'. 

1806 1600 
) 808 16r,0 

·"Sag 1600 
250 for a·Bridte·dVdtlt.Chht ........ 

• t~IO 250 for the sime. 
2000 ' 

£.8300 



Wavs ana building Bridges, to say, nothin~ of the 
~lJII)lS whi~h have been occas.ionaUy applied to ! his 

tlbjeCh froll) th.e Funds of several of the DistriNs. If 

wrerore the Roads are not good in some parts of 
the ~rQvil)ce, it must be ascribed to the situa,ion 01 
tile country where, what our Au~hor calls, the great 
and generil Roads are, in &everal parts, interrupte<l 

by Indian Reserves, or trans too thinly peopled t(j 
furnish the necessary labour for removIng the oQ· 

struaions occasioned by" t~e winds and luxuria~t' ve'; 
getation, and repairing the damages done by the rains 

and floods; and not to the want of auention or zeal 
either in the Executive Government or the Legifia. 

ture, who have done every thing that was pratlicable 
towards improving the Roads. 

" A most valuable clnd praaicable scheme for 
"making Roads throughout the Province, was 
" (says our Author) proposed last year to tbe House 
" of Assembly, but wa~ defeated." This I presume 
alludes to a Edl of Mr. Thorpe's on the subJct:t of 

_Roads, which was" defeated" by its own absurdity. 
Though he bestowed much labour upon it, he could 
never reduce it to any" practicable" form. A man 
may declaim in high sounding phrases WHhout being 
much burthened with judgement, or praitical know­

ledge. 
Among the other random &:harge. it is sl_Ied. 

" that there is not a Fair or I Market '.t.bli~heq:· 
Now so early as the adminiuration of LieUienant 
GovernurSlmcoe, an annual Fair was established at 

L 9 Qut:enswn, 



Queenston, in the Distria 'Of Niagara, and since his ...... . 
time, public Markets have been established in the 
Towns of York, and Kingston. I take notice 'Of 
this not a!. a matter of importance in itself, for in 
the present state of the country) there is not that reo 
gular and constant demand which is necessary to sup­
port a regular Market; but merely, as a further in­
stance, to shew how indifferent the Author is about 

the truth of his assertions, when he thinks them like­
ly to bring discredit on the Government. 



NIN.IH LETTER. 

c$o¢o$> 

H --\. VI~G thus discussed with Mr. Jackson the 
stale of the Colony, under the various heads of its 
Constitution and Laws, the Administration of 1 us­
lice, and the other Establishments and Departments 
conneaed with the Government of it ; and also such 
Public Transatiions as he has thought proper to no· 
lice i and I trust satisfied you, that he has been guilty 
of the grossest misrepresentations, both of persons 
and things. Let us luok a little at its Commercial 
slIuation and prospeCts, without giving the rein to 
fancy quite so much as our Author has done. 

This Colony owes its origin to nobler motives than 
views of commercial advantage; namely, to Nation­
al1 ustice and Gratitude, exerted in providing for a 
meritorious and unfortunate class of SUbjects. I 
mean not however, hence to infer, that its commerce 
is not an objea of importance both to its own pros­

perity and its value to the United Kingdom. 
Whatever mineral treasures it may be supposed to 

possess, few or no discoveries of this kind ot any con· 
sequence, have yet been made; and from the want of 
capital, and the high price of labour, could be of no 
present advantage if they had. There is but one in­
considerable Iron-work in the Province, for even 

Iron tan be imported cheaper than iLean be ma~ufac-
~ured. 
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{ured."Leaving tbertfore t6 poskrity to eX,DIQtethese 
hidden sources of wealth, our present commercial 

6peculations mlis( be <:onfined (0 our provisions, pot. 

ashes, and timber. I do not mention the fur trade, 

bf'cause it existed long before the settlement of this 

ProvInce, a.nd has been dimtnished rather than ~fflj. 

moted by such settlement, and is still principally cu. 

ried on from Lower Canada. The Lakes and River 

St. Lawrence, furnish the means of transporting witb 

great facility these bulky articles to the sea-ports of 

Lower Canada, and some improvements have beeJ:I 
made in the rapid and shallow parts of thi~ noble rio 
ver, to rtmder its navigation more easy. In the first 
years after the settlement of the colony, every atten· 

tion was paid by the Government to encourage the 

exertions of the Colonists, by purchasing for the us.e 

,of the Troops, at a price much above what they eQuId 
have obtained in the markets of Lower Canada, all 

the flour, pork and peas they had to spare,as far as 

the consumption of their military e~tablJshments ex. 
,tended. When this was provIded for, and there was 

a surplus for exportation, they were accommodated 
with transport In the Kmg's vessels and boats, at lit­

. tIe or no ex pence, 1I [lui after other means of convey­

ance were sufficiently multiplied. Our exports of 
provisions will of course increase with the increasing 

population of the country; and our Forest~ afford a 
supply of timber for ship·buliding and o'her necessa­
ry purposes, that will not soon be exhausted. This 

arllcle. valuable in ltself, IS sometimes made a vehi· 

de 



de TO'I' d~ Uta"'SpGrt of othel1l; alJld we not unfi'e .. 
tuently,see W:heat, RO'U'r, aRd POt alhes ronveye 1 to 
Montrul OR rafts of ti~er, Slaves and pt.llk. Wit1t 

r.espcd t3 the aR.c1es of pitch, tu, lurpenti .. e, an<i 

hemp, tAere is '~ittle to warrant our AuthO'r's s~lhguine 
cxpetlatJ.0ml. "fila[ 'Spe{;ies Gf Pille (lOrn wtH<:n pile" 
and tar is ,extratted, is nat often met with in tbe COUIl­

try; nod frolll the fol~o'WlUg aCGOunt .o.f,the measures 

which ha'\!.C :been taien to encourage the growth of 
helll'~ and :the pte~m state of the cuI Nne of that Vir 

1ualD;ie .alTtide, you will be satisfied, as well ofthe ia.. 
jUiCtceof Gur Author's censllJre of the Col.onw:Goo. 

l'ernmellt for negleUing in, as of his own self-delusi~ 

on with respeCt to our future supphes of it. The ad .. 

wntages to be -derived from the culture ()f hemp iu 

me Canadas, appear lon~ to have aLtraEtea the atten­

tion of Hig Majesty's Minister~ and they ha,ve sparep 

no pains or expence in attempts to reali~e tb.e:.'C .a~ 

¥antages. Large quantities of seed havebwenpul"­

chased and SCAt over, which was however. always 
JpC)iled before it reached this countr~ ; and persons 

,uppoied .to be skilled in the culture arwl preparatiol} 

IOfit,have btlen sent out to make elisay·s, the results of 

which have not tleenveTY £laltering. The subjet.t ha5 
been atrongly ur~d upon tne GoyernrJlent of thioi 
Colony, and the Legislaturehali .cordially co-Qpera~ 
'.led lh promoting their y,iews. In 1801 £.250 wat> 
!8fanted for the plJ.rdU15e of seed, and a person dis· 
~tched to rhe American States to ,proC;l,}re it, and 

(.i'Jfi ,aPFop1I}a&e.d~ be p.ud Ul p.i;enliullls 18 the 
grower. 



growers of hemptl~aving them to get besidet; the best 
price lor Ihe article in the market. In lSoaand 1804 
some parcels, the growth ot the Western DlSlrict, 
were shIpped to London bv some of the Mercanlile 
Gentlemen of Sandwich 10 that Di,lrid ; bUllheex­

pences were so considerable as to absor:b nearlv the 

whol~ sum that the article sold for, and the. trade 
in It wa1> of course abandoned. That such a result 

might not /liscourage the· growth of it, the Le~islalure 
varied their plan, and discont~nuing the premium, 

appropriated £.1000 to be vested in the hands of 
·CommlSSlOners to purchase hemp from the cultiva-. 

tor, in parcels however small, at'£.40 currency, equal 
to £.36 Sterling per ton. This hemp to be export­
ed under their direaions, and the proceeds account­
ed for and afterwards employed in the same way. In 
~805, It was thought expedient to raise the price to 

f 50 currency, equal to £ 45 Sterling per ton, and ill 
,1808 to augment it to £.62 ,os. currency, or £.56 5s. 
sterling. In 1807, about two tons were purchased 

and shipped. It sold in London at £.55 sterling 
per ton. But thou~h it was transported from York 
to Kingston in a Government vessel, and conveyed 
from Kingston to La Chine in King's boals free of 
expence, yet the storage at Kingston cost 325. and the 
stora~e at La Chine, cartage to Montreal, war.ehollse 

rent there, balein~ and shipping. cost £.13 17s. 6d. 
makin~ together £ 1.5 9S 6d. currency, or £., 3 .8s. 
7d. s'erling. The account sales in _ London gave 

~'ic) lOS. lOti •. as, the proceeds uf th~s p~~cel, frollJ 
WhiCb 



which deduaing the charges previous to shipping~ 
1here would remain to the Province £.35 12S. 3d• 
sterling, or £39 llJ. 4J· currenc~ for these two 
tons of hemp; and had it been subject to the ordina­
ry expence of transport over the Lake, and down the 
River, it would be reduced to about £ 20 currency. 
In 1808, somewhat more than two tons were shipped. 
and in 1809, a quantity still somethmg greater; but 
though it is known that a higher price was obtained 
for these than for the first parcels, the accounts sales 
of them have not yet been received. The whole of 
these parcels, except the trifling quantity of 72 ibs. 
purchased in the Midland Distrid, was furnished by 
the Settlements in lhe neighbourhood of York. Had 
any been sent from the Western District, the expence 
attending it would have been considerably more: but 
in this DistriEt, which is supposed the most favoura­
ble of any for the growth of this plant, there has 
been for some years a Rope Walk established, the 
proprietors of which, though they pay thl! same price 
that is offered by the Commissioners, complain that 
they cannot procure a sufficient quantity to keep their 

workmen employed. 
If these detalli do not encourage very sanguine ex­

peHations that hemp will become one of the staple 
commodities of the Country, they shew atleasl, that 
the Provincial Government and Legislature, have: 
done every thing that was practicable to encourage 

the production of it. 
What further aid it could derive from an Agricul~ 

M lU~ 
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tutal S(,)c1ety, is not obvious; and It att eVeiMs, the 
country is yet toO y'Oung rot such Societies. That 

dasll of men who have time a.hd lIloney to devote to 

sllch public spirrted institutions, is not yet sufficie"ty­

nu,nerous j and there eouid be little ~cope f'Or the 
improvements which su<:b a Sodety lDight &uggc:sL, it 
a country whe~ the best culuvat~d gr:oomb an har~ 

ly Ye't cleated of their thnber ; whet'¢ labour is mOlt 
requisite than skill; and where the cu1ti"ator bavillS 

n,) rents to pay, 1S not urged by nec~ity to change 

his accustomed modes of tiHage, forothtrs held out 

tu hi:n as more productive. A Society under this 

name, was 'form-ed many years ago in the Di~tria of 
NIagara, and eXIsts tl'tere sull, for convivial purpo­
ses; but has alway~ been compleatly inefficient as to 

the professed objed of its institution. AR Agricut.. 

tural Society was also formed many yean ago itl 
Lower Canada, under the patronage of Lord DOf'oO 

Cl1ester; but aftet a year or two, tOOr i'ne'etings were 

dlscolltinut'd, and tht: Society was heard of no more. 

it i5 not surprising therefore, that the one formed Ult"' 

deT the auspic~s of Mr. TboTpe shol:lld fait Ami it 
is U' jll,t to ascribe its failure to the interference of 
Government .. It certainly met withl'loooppositioo; for 

mougn some jealousy may have h'een entertajfle~ ro.. 

spethng the VIews 01 jls founder j ma'ny of tbe mQit 

tespeclable name~ in the Province were enro-lled aI 

i1!i members. How It was to he 'Concerned in the 'St~ 
rage of flour, it IS not easy to comprehend, un)C$s it 
became a TradwgC-ornpanr. -, -

f 
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. J do not mean to say tbat the Colony is Qat sus~ 
~ptible of great improvements j but these can only 
~£ the war" of timet and m~st result from an increase. 
~f p~pul.tiQQ and Capital. There is certainly no­
Uling in the construfiion or administration of its GQ. 

~efllmeQt to retaxd. but milch tQ promote' this pro~ 
ares,; and when it is considered. thett twenty-~i" 
years ago, the whole country was a wilderness, it will 
be matter of surprize, that so much has be¢n already 
done, ralher (ban that we are no~ yet in possession of 
,,11 the facilities of communication, and other advan­
tages of all old and populous Country. 

I have been a resident in this country before there: 
was a human habitation within the limits of what i~ 

now the. Province of Upper Canada, except the 
mO~'ea~le but of the wandering Savage, Qr the solita. 
ry establishment of the Trader in Furs. I h'1ve see!) 
this wilderness ill the course of a few years, convert,. 
cd into fruitful fields, and covered with comfortabl~ 
habitations. I see around me thousands, who with­
~ur any other funds than their personal labour, began 
to denude the soil of Its primaeval forests, in posses .. 
~ion of extensive and well cultivated farms, and a­
bounding in all the substantial comforts of life. I see 
ibis property unincumbered wilh feud~l burdertSa 
undiminished by quit-rents or taxes, guarded by the 
wisest laws, equally and impartially administered. I 
see the proprietor himself proteded from vexatious 
arrest or arbitrary imprisonment. I have seen the 
lteocvQkn' inlCllLioJ)s of the BriL!lih GQvemment to .. 

M 21 ward"s 



wards the Colony, exemplified in every measure that 
could tend to promote its prosperity; and crowned, 
by Imparting to it, its own unrivalled constitution, 
as far as it was praaicable to impart it to a dependant 
Province. I have seen the foundations laid of in. 
stitutions and establifhments for the promoting of 
knowledge, and diffusing religious instruaion, which 
however weak and hum('le in their present state, will 
" grow" " with our growth, and strengthen with our 
" strength." This is a scene on which the benevolent 
mind must dwell with peculiar complacency; and a· 
midst the cares and toils of his eventful Reign, it must 
gladden the heart of our venerable Sovereign to 
know, that his paternal care of his loyal American 
subjetts, settled in this remote corner of his Empire, 
has been crowned with such compleat success. It is 
indeed proper that inquiry should be occasionally 
instituted by the 1m perial Government into the state 
of its distant dependencies. But if their importance 
were estimated by the relative portion of happiness 
they afforded to their respeaive inhabitants, they 
would find none among them of greater value than 
Upper Canada. 

If fadion, like jealousy, did not " make the food 
" it feeds on;' this c01JOtry would afford little scope 
for the seditious exertions of a Weekes, a Thorpe, a 
Jackson, or a Willcocks. Let it not be supposed 
however, that the influence of these worthies IS very 
extensive. In every society there will unfortunately 
'h(! some discontented spirits, who are not 10 be satis_ 

fied 
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tied with any possible state of thin~s. But the ~oocl 
sense and loyalty of the people at larl1;e, are not ;0 be 
imposed upon, or fhakell by their false assertions, or 
malicious misrepresentations. 

You may pretty well appreciate the value of Mr. 
Jackson's investigations from these Letters. The in .. 
closed transcript from the proceerJin~s of the House 

of Assembly, [See Appendix No. Y.] will shew yOIl 

tht> esdmation in which his Pamphlet is held here. 
Even \1r Willcocks himself, stood aghast at its im. 
pudent falsehoods, and however reludantly, added 
his voice to that of the other R~presentatives of the 

People, to stigmatize it as a false, scandalous, and 
seditious lib~l. Could it indeed-be true that, after 
all the Benefits conferred upon them, the people of 
this Colony " viewed with delight the prospea of 
" hostilities with America, in the hope of being freed 
" from the Government of Great Britain," they 
must be M(ll)sters of ingralllude, the veriest Out­

casts of human nature. 

APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX. 
No. I. 

Tlte/ollowing Address and Answer, are copied Irom tlMl 
Upper Ganada Ga.zette oj the ~5tlz OtlIJlw", 1806. 

To THE HONORABLE MR. JUSt'lCE THORPE. 

WE the Grand Jury of the Distria of London, 
request YOUT acceptance of our warmest thanks for 
your excellent Charge to us at this Assizes. We re­
tain its impressions as a lesson of advantage 10 our­
selves and of benefit to the Public, and we flatter 
ounelvci that in adheTing to its Import, party animo.. 
sity will, throughout this Dislritl, yield 10 a general 
desire of social order and public tranquillity. It' hal> 
affurded us infinite pleasure to observe, in the exer­
cise of your high and important authority, that the 
char.Ber of the Judge Sli £feu no abasement froID an 
amenity of manners; and that the soothing monition 
01 the Court produces a more sudden effeCt in recon­
ciling the dlfferences of tbe Community, tbaD a ri .. 
gorous application of Ihe I.aw, or crude and ill di. .. 
80sted efforts, to infhit an exemplary punilhment. 
We learn with much gratification that our Sovereigll 
has boen pleased to appoin.( a Civil Governor to this 
Provinc~ anu we h0pe Iilnder bis Administration,. 
$luch mange of measures will .take place, as may tend 
to bllry m oblivion the rem('mbra~ce of proceedinliS. 
hereoofore santiioned by authority, and yet no, ksa 
derogatory to (he prerogative of t?e Crowl) than in • 
., .. veGf tbcpnw.a~ oi the ~lltVe6. We ~ntreat 

yon, 



1,ou to lay before his Excellency such orthose AElf 
a~ have come within your knowledse, with our earn; . 
cst expettatlons that on hIS Excellency's considerati.· 
on of the~, Justice- w~ll eXiend IlS influence pure and 
\)Ilrmxed even to thIS remote part of hIS MaJf's') 's 
d, .mallons, and that all descriptions of his People 
wJlllmpanially enjoy [he vigor and perfection ot a 
happy G)lIstirullon. . \Ve beg you will also accept 
of o'.Ir wannest wishes for your health, and safe re: 
turn to· VOIJf family. 

W t" ha ve r he honor to be, 
your Honor's 

most obedient and 
very humble S~rvants, 

(Signed) 
CranJ Jury Room, 17th l 

September, 1806 S 

In behalfof the Grand Jury, 
JONATHAS WILLIAMS, 

}<'oreman. 

To the GR,1ND YUR Y of the LONDON DIS­
i. RIG1: 

G£J'.:TLEMEN, 

T 0 be the humble instrument of restoring harmo­
ny and happIness to YOlJr Disaict, IS an excess of 
gratification. 

The art of governing is a difficult science, know­
Jedge is not intUItive, and the days of Inspiration have 
Fa'sed away; therefore, when there was neither ta­
lent, education, Informallon, or even manner In the 
adminIstration, little could be expected, and nothing 
\Vas produced; but there IS an ultlmate pOln. of de­
pressIon a1> well as of exaltalJon, from whence all hu. 
~an affairs naturally advance, or recerie, therefore 
proportionate to your deplessiou, we may expec~ 
your progrt'ss in prosperity will advance with acce; 
~rdled velocity. 

I iillall lay before l~e Governor every thin2 you 
desireJ 
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fle6ire, .;and t have not the $lightest doubl but that , 
.hall find in hlm .such power of mind, such politicar 
acquirements, such official habits, and such good dill· 
positions as are titted to make an infant Province a 
pre-emlnent Stale wealthy and powerful, abounding 
in blessings to its inhabitants, and valuable to tha, 
~eat Empire from which we receive every thing es­
tlmable, and to which we are anxious to make the: 
most grateful return. . 

I am, Gentlemen, very truly, 
your obliged obedient and 

very humble Servant, 
(SignedJ ROBERT THORPE. 

(A true Copy.) 

---!;I!;1IIU11I\\IUIUml.U'llllllllllllllliGa---

No. II. 
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De follQwing ~ddress and Answer, are copied Ir,. 
the Upper Canada Guardian, or Freeman's Journal, 
of August 6th, 1801-

At a Meeting of the Independent Ele80rs for the 
County of York, Durham and Simcoe, held at the 
Town of York, July 24th, 1807; the followms' 
Address to the Honorable JUdge Thorpe, was 
unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. JOSEPH SHEPHERD in the Chair. 

RESPECTED SIR, 

\\' ITH unfeigned sorrow we learn that order$ 
have been given to leave your name out of the Com­
mission of Assize; by this the EastCt"lI part of the PrO(i 
Vi11te will be deprived if the i'!.stru[Ji'i.lc Lcmns flowing 
. N from 



8 9 

from your mouth wkile pres~'ding on, tne ~egt of JlIstice.~ 
thele Jzhilanthroptc wstrufflons whIch ratsed you so hit" 
in the esteem of our Western Bretheren, and from wlmA 
'We have received the most essential Benefit. By thh we 
fear YOll will consequently be deprtved of Its atten· 
dant Salary. Blit fur thiS temporary evil, there is a 
remedv provided, and as an earnest of our attachment 
to a person dduated by such disinterested and virtu· 
ous principles, we humbly request you to accepta 
sum adequate to :hat which you lose by espousing our 
Calise, and exerting your noblest powers in asserting 
the rr~h.s and defending Ihe prIvile~es which are al­
lowed us by oiJr most amiable and truly beloved S04 
vereJ;.\n. As we HIS :v1ajesty's loyal Subje8s, have 
n()t received any IlllurmatJon for what cause, or rea­
son, s'.lch orders lJa ve been issued, we think it our 
dill\' further to assure you, that If any attemRt should 
be ma(1e to rake away. or le~sen your income, we 
sh,dl willingly conlflbule (and we are convinced 
that His 1\1ajesly's subjeas throughout the Province 
will coincide) to allevia.e- the sufferings of you our 
'bendatlor, who have since the moment vou la"d,.d in 
our Province, laboured with indefatigable e;J,:erlions to .es· 
tabhJh ilt this dillon! part of HIS MajeslJ's dominions, 
the Connilltion and Laws ()f our Mother County;, we 
eilrnesrly entreat that nothing may templ you to 
leave us, as our dependance is placed on your up­
righlness and perseverance. We beg leave to offer 
YOIJ the warmest assurance of our regard, and to im­
plore you 10 guard against anYlnsiqious attacks, for 
in a private as well as' public simation your life is 
must valuable. 

(Si:~neci ) 
ALEXAN DH.R MO:'JTGOMER Y, Secretary. 

To which hlS Honor \vas pleased to return the fol­
lowjn~ Answer; 
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GENTLEMEN, 

I MUST be void of feeling t~ be insensible to this 
ktndness. I thank yOU ftom. my heart; but the 
Oath prescribed for a Judge, precludes the p,)SSibili­
ty of my accepting your liberal present. 1 was i n­
formed by the Chief Justice, that 'he Lieutenant Go­
vernor had diretted my name to be omitled in the 
Commission of Assize. By what legitimate autho­
rity such an unprecedented power could be exerci­
sed, will be for His Majesty's Minister's to determine. 
To me it is of little consequence; but through me, 
the rights of the Justices of the Court of KlOg'S 
Bench are effeaed. When first honored with a Seat 
en that Bench, the Judges voluntarily became spon­
sors for my acquirements. Since I attained that ap­
pointment (now about five years) a decision of mille 
never h~s been reversed, nor have I ever presided in 
any Court without receiving the warmest declarati-' 
ons of public satisfaaion. My conduCt has been ap­
proved of by the Secretary of State, and my labours 
rewarded by my Sovereign. These, (with the flat­
tering expeCtation that I possess the confidence of the 
Province,) are the proud circumstances on which I 
rest-the high ground on which I am elevated above 
the reach of detraction. 

I will continue my exertions until yOIl obtain eve­
ry immunity our munificent Monarch direded, and 
even pnvilege the British Parliament bestowed. I 
pledge myself for their rapid approach; anticipate 

,the arrival. Let us constanLly unite hand and hean, 
with a firm determination to stand or fall with Gredt 
Brlta;n i it is wisdom, it is virtue, it is security and 
glory. I am, Gentlemen, . 

Springfield, your very truly obh~ed, and 
Aug. lSt, 1801, obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) 

Mr • .1. Sheppard, 
. Y oDge Street_ 

ROBERT THORPE •• 
(A tfUe Copy.} 
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T HIS Agreement made at York, in the Home 
Dlmitt of the' Province of Upper Canada, this thir­
teenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand feven hundred and ninety-nine, and in the 
thirty ninth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord 
George the Third, King of Great Britain, ekc. be­
tween John Smal~ of ~he said T.own of Y ~rk, Esqr. 
ClerK of His Majesty s Executive Council, for that 
purpose authorized and appointed by and on tbe 
part and behal f of the Gov~rnment of the said Pro· 
~mce, and Asa Danforth, of the Township of Hal­
dimand, in the Home Distritl of the said Province, 
WITNESSETH, That the said Asa Danforth for 
himself, his Executors, Administrators and Affigns, 
for the consideration hereinafter mentioned, to be 
paid by the said John Small, his Executors, Admi­
nistrators, or Affigns, hath covenanted, promised and 
agreed, and doth hereby covenant, promise and agree 
to and with the said .J ohn Small, his Executors, Ad­
ministrators and AlIigns, that he the said Asa Dan­
forth, his Executors, Administrators, or Affigns, shall 
and will lay open and clear of obstrudion or impe­
diment, a road or common highway in 'manner and 
form herein after descnbed, as the same shall be sur· 
veyed, traced, and rna I ked by and at the expence of 
the Government of the said Province, from the said 
Town of York, in tbe said Distfla, to the mouth of 
the Rivet Tren!, in or near the Bay of Quinty, in 
th~ County of Northumberland, and Midland DIS­
tritt 'Of the said Province: And that the said Asa 
Danforth, his Executors, AdministralQrs, or AHigns, 
fhall and will make, construtt, build, and compktely 
nnioSh, after tbe manner herem after memiened, bride 
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ges over all and every the creeks and water courself 
crossing the same, or wheresoever it may be necessa­
ry tor perfecting and com pleating the ~aid road or 
common high way; so that the same shall be free for 
the passing and repassing of all and every His Ma­
jesty's liege subjects, with their cattle and' carriage~. 
to and from the said Town of York, to the said River 
Trent, going and comin~, on or belore the first day 
of July, which will be in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred. 
" And the said Asa Danforth doth for himself, his 
Executors, Administrators, and Assigns, further co­
venant, promise and agree to and with the said John 
~mall, his Executors, Administrators and AS~I~'lS, 
that the said road or common high way shall be open­
ed and cleared, throughout, thirty-three feet wide, 
and tbat sixteen teet and an half of the said thlrty­
three feet, shall be cut smooth and even with thtl 
ground, and as nearly eqdidistant from the sirles of 
the said road as circumstances and fhe nature of the 
ground will allow: And that the bridges to be built 
-over all and every the creeks and water courses cros­
sing the said road, or wheresoever the perfeding and 
com pleating the said road may require them, and the 
causeways where necessary, shall be sound and sub­
stantial, with their abutments and string-pieces hIgh 
enough to prevent the water taking off the covering: 
And that the said bridges and causeways shall be 
sixteen feet and an half wide: And thal all precipi­
ces, steeps, and sudden descents, at or leading to 
creeks, water courses, ravines, or hollow places, shall 
be made safe, gradual and easy; and of sufficient 
ilreadth for a sleigh or carriage to pass. 

And the saId Asa Danforrh doth for himself, hit') 
Executors; Administrators and Assigns, covenant, 
promise and agree to. and with the said..J ohn Smal\~ 
his Executors, Admlllistrators and 4lSSlgns, that Ihe 
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~id mad, bridges, and causeways, lying and being be­
tween the said Town of York and Smith's Creek, in 
the Township of Hope, shall be compleated in man­
ner and form as above mentioned, so that all His 
Majesty's liege subjetis shall and may pass and re· 
pass with their cattle and carriages, on or before the 
first day of .J anuary next, which will be in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred. 

And the said John Small for himself, hIS Execu­
tors, Administrators, and Assigns, doth hereby Ull>" 

dertake, promise, and agree 10 pay 10 the said Asa 
Danforth, his Executors, Administrators, or Assigns, 
for cutting and clearing the said road, and making 
bridges and causeways in manner aforesaid, the sum 
oftwl'nty-two dollars and an half (being equal to five 
pounds twelve shillings and six pence, lawful money 
of this PmvlOce) for every twenty chains of road; 
(being after the rate or proportion of twenty-two 
dollars and an half for an acre) and that when the 
said Asa Danforth hath cleared and com pleated with 
bridges and causeways, in manner aforesaid. a dis­
tance of ten miles, and the same shall be inspetted and 
approved by a person nominated ,lOd paId bv and on 
the f,art of the Execullve Government of the saiq 
Province, the said John Small, his Executors, Ad­
ministrators, or ASSIgns, shall and WIll pay to the 
~ald Asa Daflfonh, his Executors, Administrators, or 
"sslo;ns, for five mdes of the said road, at and after 
t.he said rate and proportion of twenty-two dollars 
"nri an halrror twent\, chams. And that when twell­
'Y miles shall have b~en complea!eJ with bridges and 
(ausewavs as aforesaid, and inspected and approved 
as aforesaid, he the said John Small, his ExecUlors, 
Administrators, or ASSIgns, shall and will pay (he 
said Asa Danforth, his r:xecutors, Admlllistrators, or 
Assigns, ror len miles of the said road, at and alter 
lIe rale and proportion aforesaid: And that when the 

. . said 



said road with bridges and causeways as aforesaid', 
shall be opened and com pleated from the said Town 
of York to Smith's Creek, as aforesaid, he the said 
Jobn Small, his Executors, Administrators, or As­
signs, shall and WIll pay to the said Asa Danforth, 
his Executors, Administrators, or Assigns, such a 
sum of money a~ one half of the said distance shall 
amount to, at and after the rate or proportion of 
twenty-two dollars and an half for twenty chains as 
aforesaid •. 

And tilr the true and faithful performance of this 
Agreement, respettively, the said John Small, and 
Asa Dauforth do hereby bind themselves, their Exe. 
cutors, Administrators, and Assigns, each to the 
other, 10 the penal sum of five thousand pounds, 
ProvinCial Currenc}, firmh by these presents. 

(Signed) ASA DANFORTH; (L. S.) 
(Signed) JOHN SMALL, (L. S.) 

In Witness whereat, lhe said Parties have 
hereunto fet their Hands and Seals the 
day and year above wri uen, and deli­
vered the same in the presence of 

(Signed) ALEXR. Me. NABB. 
(A true Copy.) 

JOHN SMALL, 
Clerk ot the Executive Council~ 

--------__ wr~~~~~,~G~------
. No. IV. 
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The following observations on the Road, opened by DmJ-. 

forth, were addressed 10 Lieut. Governor Hunter, ill 

. anSwer to some inquiries made by him resjJeCJing it. 

F ROM York to the River Rouge, 18 miles, the 
Road is very good. The Bridge over ,bis River ~k 

:.n 



in very ·bad order. and there is a hill on each side, 
that it is difficult to get up and down with a Car­
riage. From hence to the settlements in the Town. 
ship of Hope is 40 miles. In this space there is a 
considerable quantity of fallen Timber, which has 
been accumularing since the Road was first opened, 
Bnd in two or three place~ the Koad is entirely fil. 
Jed up with Trees, which the Settler,· have cut down 
\vttbout de'gnin~ to clear a passage through t',em. 
In some pldces too, the small Brush and Brambles 
have ~rown up ,0 much, as almost to make it im­
I>as~able One or two Bridges have been carried 
away. and in so "e places, Causeways will be want. 
ed When you come to the Township of Hope, the 
Jnhabitants are sufficiently numerous to keep the 
R?ads in good repaIr, and you have a, ~ood trdvel. 
ling from thence to Kingston, dS you generdlly meet 
with iri other parts of the ProvInce. My experience 
Jedds me to believe thlt an active and intelligent 
Overseer, would m"ke all the nece,sary repaIrs, and 
remove the obstrudiom for ;1 "lum not exceeding 
fifty Pounos, ex,'ept the Brid;{e over the l{ iver 
Rouge, which would alone require that sum or 
more. March, 1803. 

To the above, the following answer was given by 
Lieut. Col. Green, the Governor'l> Secretary. 

" I H -\ VE the pleasure to inform you, that ~he Lt. 
,. Governor having Ildd under consideration, your 
" rem arb on the Road to Kingston, ha, given di. 
U reRion. for making the (omm'lOication In ques • 
... , tion, passable. S.nith the ('arpenter is employ .. 
" t'.d to build a Bndge over the River Rouge:' 
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No. V. 

Ex/raa from the minutes of the proceedings ilt the House 
oj Assembly, 10th March, 1810. 

T HE Ho~se went into the order of the day ro~ 
Caking into con,ideration a motion made yesterday 
by Mr. C Willson, seconded bv Mr. M'Nabb. that 
the House do resolve, that the Pamphlet entitled: 
"A view of the Province of Upper Canada" signed 
Joiln Mills Jacks0n, contains a fab-e, scandalous; 
and seditious LIBEL; comprising expressions of 
the most unexampled insolence, and cOnlumely to­
wards His Majesty's Government ofthi~ Province, 
the grossest asper~ions upon tbe House ?,f A~sem:'" 
bly, the ,Courts of Justice therein, and th.e OfficerS 
of the Civil Establishment_ of the said Government, 
and most manifestly tending t'7:> alienate the affedi­
ons of the People from His Maje,ty's Government 
of this Province; to withdraw them from their obe­
dience to the Laws of the Country, and to excite 
them to insurreCtion. 

The House unanimously resolved the same. 
Mr. Gough moved, seconded by Mr. M'Ndbb, 

that the House do present an Addre~s to His Ex_ 
cellency the Lieuten<lOl Governor. expressive of its 
abhorrence and dele.ration of aninfdffious and se_ 
ditious Libel, !>igned John ,\lill~ Jackson. and rhat 
N.e,',rs C. Willson, M'Lean, and M'Gregor, be a 
selea Committee to draft the same. 

Which was ordered accordingly. 
Mr. C. Willson, seconded hy l\'r. Gough, moved, 

&hat the Pampnlet entitled, "A View of the Pro-
o VlDce 



vince of lTpper Canada" signed 101m Mi11s Jack. 
50n,he pre~erved amon~ll: 1 he Records of this House. 

The House unanimously ordered the same. 
Mr. Gough then moved, 'seconded by Mr. C. 

Willson, that the names of the Members present be 
taken down. 

The ndmes of the Members present were accor. 
dinglv taken down, and are as follow: 

The Speaker, 
James M'Nabb, Joseph '''.''cocks, 
Stephen Burrett, D. M. G. Rogers. 
if enry Marcie, Thomas Frazer, 
J B. Baby, Matthew FUiott. 
Alldn M'Lean, David Secord, 
Phillip Sovereign, Lev; Lewi~, 
T. B. Gough, John M'Gregol', 
Peter Howard, and 
john Willson, Crowell Willson, Esqrs. 

York, Upper Canada, lIth March, 1810. 

And grounded on these Resolutions, the follow .. 
ing \ddre,s was pre~ented on the 12th Imtant. to 
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor. 

To His Excellency FRANCIS GORE, Esquire, Lieu. 
tenant Governor of the Province oj llJtfier Canada, 
&c. &c. &c. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

W E His Majesty's dutiful and Loyal Suhje8s, 
the Commons of Upper Canada in Parliament As. 
sembled; 'beg leave to assure your Excellency of 
our approbation of your Exc:ellency's Administra_ 
tion of the Government ofthi, Province, whit'h ~ince 
your arrival among us, has incre .. ~ed in \Vealth, 
PrO$perity, ilDO Commerce, far eKec;dio8 our ~~& 

~angulDe 
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.n~in~ Mtl'eQations, a;ded byyoUl'-wille and libe ... 

.. at ~xert~oo5 to promote the SilTne 

WE should not intrude on your Excellency at 
this time, to eX¥re.~s the general sentiment of the 
People of this Province. did we not feel ourselves 
called upon and impelled by a sense of that duty 
which we owe to our Constituents, His Majesty's 
Loyal Subje&s of this Province; to you, Sir, as ad. 
ministering the' ,overnment thereof ;and tothat Au­
gust Sovereign. whom we revere as the Father of 
His People; only to express our abhorrence and in­
dign:ition at a Pamphlet now before us, addres,ed 
to tile Km~ Lords. and ( ommons of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, containing 
in all110st every page. tbe most gross and false asper­
sions on rour Excellency. and His \,laje,ty's Exe­
cutive Government. the House of As~embly, and 
the Loy .. l Inhabitant" of thi.,. Province; under the 
signature of JOHN MILLS JAC~SON, tending to mis­
represent a brave and loyal portion of His Majes ... 
ty's Subje&s. 

The Commons of Upper Canada, as the Organ 
of the People, consider the Author and the Pub­
lisher of such false and libellous Pamphlet, as a (. I/a­

ra&er endeavoring to alienate the minds of the un­
wary, from His Majesty's Government; and to di· 
minish the Parental affe&ion of His Maje,ty to his 
Liege Subje&s in this Province; which with gr,:t:­
tude, we proudly acknowledge to have experienced 
an ample and abundant share of. 

In addressing your Excellency, we feel a satisfac­
tion in repeating our approbation of your Excellen­
cy's Ad~lnistration of. this Government, without 
entering Into detaIls which would exceed the bounds 
·of an Address. 

We humbly request your Excellency will be 
pleased to represent us to dis Majesty. in our true 

. Character, 
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ChmiBer, as Loyal Subjeas) to remove any impres. 
sian which such Libel may have made,or miibl 
IDdke under such imputation, 

(Signed) SAML. STREET, Speaker~ 
Commons House of Assembly, l 

J ~th Marcli, ISIO. .s 


