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PREFACE. 

AFTER the appearance of L,ord Selkirk's Pam. 
phlet,e,ntitled, "A Sketch of the British Fur 
," r,rrade in North America; with Observations 
," relative tQ t~e ~orth-West Company of Mon. 
,I' tre~l/' ;:md sO~,e other Publications which issued 
frotn the press about the same time on the same 
subject, the Author of the following pages had 
proposed to reply to them; but Sir Alexander 
McKenzie, to whose authority Lord Selkirk so of

ten appeals, and whom he so often misrepresents, 

was desirous of taking up the discussion; an in

tentiQn, the execution of which, circumstances 
alone have hitherto delayed. Upon further consi
deration of the subsequent transactions in which 
Lord Selkirl) was involved, and of the unfortunate 

occurrences in the Interior of the North. West 
Country, ~ll of which must become the subject 
of exanlination in Courts of Justice in Eng
land, it w~s, de~med unfair by the 1tepresentatives 

of. the North.West Company, to publish an ex 
parte statement of evidence, which m}ght influ-
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E;!nce public opinion before the merits of the case 
Fould be legally in\'estigated. 

After the notice, however, which had been taken 
.1 . ' 

of these transactions in the public prints and jour-:

nals, particularly in the 31st Number of the Quar:

terly Review, in which the most offensive yarts of 

Lord Selkirk's statements were republished, witli 

remarks calculated to mislead the public mind, an~ 

to prejudge the merits of the question at issue, it 

became impossible longer to defer submitting to 
the Public a faithful Narrative of the Proceedings 

of the Earl of Selkirk in North America; from 

which it will be seen, with what truth ,or justice 

Le :s entitled to assume the character of an Ac~ 

cuc.;cr, and to r€'present himself as the object of un-:

provoked aggression. 

The Representatives of the N orth-'Vest COlU~ 

pany hayc been furnished by their Constituents 

with the most ample materials for their dlfence ; 

and their longer silence would be injurious tQ 

themselves, and unjust to their Connexions in 

Cana:1a. The following detail of facts and oc

currences since Lord Selkirk's connexion with the 

Indian Trade and the HIJdson's Bay Company, has 

therefore been hastily thrown together, and, as far 

as the Author has either knowledge or information, 

is a correct account of them. It has been neces-
• 

sary to throw the documents proving their authen. 
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ticity, into an Appendix, which is annexed to the 

publication. To that Appendix the reader's atten

t!on is earnestly entreated; and it will be found to 
contain positive proof of ~lmost every fact asserted 
in the text. Whether, after perusing it, the opi
nion expressed by the Quarterly Review, "that ~Q 

" one will doubt that Lord Selkirk is an amiable, 

"honourable, and intelligent man," will obtain 

uni~ersal and unqu~lified assent, the Author will 
not take upon himself to determine. He is at al~ 
events confident, that few persons, not even ex
c~pting the Reviewers, after an attentive perusal of 

"the evidence to substantiate the statements of Lord 

Selkirk's own conduct in the transactions hereafter 

related, will agree to find, without other proof than 
his Lordship's assertions, (what the Revieu;ers 

themselves term) Lord Selkirk's Bill of Indictment 
against his Rivals in Trade. If indeed the litera

ry judges alluded to had kept in mind the salu
buy maxim~ of hearing both sides before -de~id
ing, they would h~rdly have given currency to his 
Lordship's libels against respectable Merchants in 

~his country and their constituents in Canada, far 
less have added fresh and unfounded criminations 

of their own to his Lordship's interested and s.s
picious invectives. 
I 
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VI . ' • The following extract from that Review: 

,', 'At Montreal, we presume, he writes his 'Sketch of the 

" Fur Trade,' which is well 'calculated to bring down pubJic 

" indignation on 'the heads of those who conduct,' or who are 

U concerned in it. The pains that aPllear to be taken, and the 

" plans that are laid, to seduce the inoffensive savages into hah. 

~, it~ of vice, in order that tpe' 'Traders' may the more easily 

" exercise a brutal tyranny over them; and the ferocious an~ 

"unfeeling conduct of the Canadian Rivals in the Fur Trade 

" towards each o~h~r, setting at defiance all religion, morality, 

" and l~w, are stated ;n such terms and on such evidence, that . . ' 

" they are not only 'deserving the early attentio~ of the pub-
~'lic; but WMI command it, and we doubt not, call forth the 

" immedia~e interference of the Legislature"-

is both, as to any evidence given in Lord S~lkirk's 

pamphlet" as in f~ct, llntru~. 
Sir Alexander ~,f'Kenzie 4~s certainly a~cuse4 . 

the Traders who penetrated into the co~n~try imme~ 
diatc1y after the conquest of Canada~ 'of Yiolenc~ 
and excesses? but he has also sllewn, that the pre~ 
sent Association was formed to repress thos~ irregu~ 
Jariti~s and enormities, and although subsequently 
tQ the formation of that Association, an opposition 
took place in the Trade, which to a certain de

gree renewed those scenes; yet on the junctioq 
of the two pat:ties, they immediately ceased, and 
until Lord Selkirk's interference, tranquility and 
~)eace were llnh'ersally established. 

The Quarterly Review suppo~es Lord Selkirk to 
have been tIle first person to complain of the law-
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iess proceedings"he d~nounces. The Office of the 
Colonial Secretary would shew abundant proof of 
complaints preferred against such abuses, and he. 
yond complaints, of substantial remedies proposed 
to remove the cause of them. The Act of the 43d 

of the Ki~g, was passed at the earnest entreaty of 
the Merchants in England, interested in the Trade. 
Their characters are not unknown, and they can 
refer to their cohduct before the Public, for proof 
flo less equivocal than any that can be advanced 
by Lord Selkirk, of their zeal and exertions to 
promote the true interests of philantrophy and 
humanity. _ 

. His Lordship has, however, thought proper to 
bring directly against them, a charge, (one of 
the most heavy to' be found in his libel), of 
encouraging the use of spiritnous liquors among 
the Indian tribes, or at least, of opposing any 
regulations which might .be proposed to limit or 
prohibit it. Of the falsehood of this accusation, 
it is in their power to bring abundant proof. Some 
years ago, when they could little expect his Lord
ship's views were different from those ascribed to 
him by his present supporters~ several meetings 
took place between the Noble Lord' and some of 
the per~ons in London, to whom he has aUuded, 
the object of which was, to consider and adopt 

suggestions and regulations, for the prevention of 
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a ptactic'e, in truth, as little consonant t.o the ill'"," 

terests, as to the feelings of the Gentlemen accwied. 
At one of these meetings Mr. Wilberforce was 

present, and he will probably have some recollec

tion of the readiness expressed by the Canadian 
Merchants, to concur in any practicable plan, by 
which so desirable an arrangement could be ef. 
fected, but that they then doubted, as they still 
doubt, the efficacy, and therefOl e the policy, of 

any legislative interference in the matter. They 
stated, and they· know that it wou'ld be' extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, to enforce the provisions 

of an Act of Parliament, which might be readily 

obeyed by one class of persons, and evaded by 

another. There are certain Indians, or rather 
mixed population of Indians and Canadians, in the 
Plains, on whom the Traders are dependant for 

fi)od, and with whose habIts and customs it would 

be dangerous, suddenly to interfere. If such in
terference were to take place" the Trade must be 
exposed to the rivalship of American Citizens on 
the Mississouri, who would have little scruple in 
making use of any means to acquire or preserve 

an influence otherwise unattainable. Subse. 
quent]y, indeed, the very Colony established by 

Lord Selkirk, would have rendered any legish
tive pro\'isions inefficient. Does his Lordship· 
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t~lIr' snppose it would have been possible to pre

vent bis CQlonists, such a8 th~lI are described to be, 

fro'm e~nd~stinely distillil1g their grain, (for which 

they 60uld have no sale or dema11d), when they 

cannot be deterred from doing So at home, with 

aU the'vigilance and seveFity which the Law can 

e-xercise to prevent this practice? If, h'owe\rer, the 

use of spirituous liquors could not be wholly dis. 

penSed with,. or prohibited, it might at least, by 

judicious regldations, and a proper understanding 

between the Tradt!rs, 00 restrained ; and this, at 
the meeting which took place, as above men. 
tioned. the Merchants offered their be~t cndea .. 

yours to effect. 

Great improvements had taken place 1n this 

respect hefore Lord Selkirk's interference, which it 

is essential to state, that he may not lay dainl to 

the little merit the reviled Fur Traders are enti • 
.$ 

tIed to on the subject. It was shewn by accounts 

produced at the' meeting, that the quantity of spi. 

rituous liquors' introdLlCed into the North. West 

Country, had in the two pteceding years been re

duced fl'orn 50,000 to 10,'000 gallons; no great 

quantity, considering there were at that time ~ooo 

:-white persons in their employment, of which the 

g,reater number were to pass the winter in a Sibe. 

rian c1im.ate. It is true, they had succeeded in so 

rapidly and effectually reducing the quantity, i·I1 
B 
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consequence of the union of the Companies; but 
after that union, it was the first reform they madeJf 

conscious that the success of their Trade, and the 

security of their persons and property, were equally 

promoted with their own wishes on the subject, by 

moral improvement in the habits of the Indians .. 

'Vill the reader 'believe, or rather, will the Editors 

of the Quarterly Review believe, that at that very 

meeting, the Merchants stated, and were ready to 
prove, that the introducti~n of spirituous liquors 
amongst any tribe or nation of Indians discovered 
for the first time in their remote researches by 
the North'-'Vest Company, was strictly prohibited? 

Indeed, so faithfully has this principle been main .. 

tained, that to this hour the use of it is unknown 
to them. 

So much it was ~ecessary to observe in this 

Preface, in answer to the unfounded calumnies 

on this interesting subject. The Author if; less 

solicitous upon the other points urged by Lord 

Selkirk and his friends: the Courts of Justice in 

Canada will have no difficulty in rebutting the 

charges by which they are assailed; and the 

Editors of the Quarterly Review must sur~ly be 
aware, that if such transactions as are detailed. 

in this pamphlet by Lord Selkirk, are justified by 

truth, an appeal to His Majesty's Government, 

for the reform of abuses so scandalous, or the pub-
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lie exposure of them by Lord Selkirk in his place 
in Parliament, would have been a much more 

proper course for the Noble Lord to pursue, than 

that he has. thought it not beneath the dignity of 
his station to adopt. 

The colouring attempted to be given to the 

lamentable scene in which Mr. Semple perished, 
will be removed by the facts of the case, as detailed 
in the Narrative; and it is hardly necessary to 
refute the misrepresentation on this subject, into 
which Lord Selkirk's friend in the Quaaterly Re
view has been led by his zeal in the cause, and of 
which Lord Selkirk himself is not guilty. It is 
stated, that when his Lordship recei"oed intelli. 

gence Q[ this event at Montreal, he engaged, and 
took with him, the Meuron soldiers, to ensure tIle 

apprehension of the persons engaged in it. This 

happens to be utterly destitute of truth: Lord Sel
kirk, without any knowledge of this transaction, 

or the least reason to presume (unless indeedfrom 
the instructions he had given, which might produce 
such mischiif), that any affray or quarrel could 

have t~ken place, engaged these mercenaries at 
.Montreal, for the purposes to which their services 
were afterwards applied. 

This fatal catastrophe has, however, been art. 
fully improved by Lord Selkirk. He seems to 
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havee!,pected, that the public compassion fOJ" ~l 

tragi cal death of an amiable and rnerito~iom il 

4ividual, would shield his Lordship's prior usur] 

ations anc} su I)sequent outrages, fropJ all in\"est 
, t • 

gation. He hoped that those, to whom in a bod 

he ascri~ed the premeditated munler of the Gel 

tIeman, would be so overpowered by the clamOl 

~gainst their own imputed guilt, that they,shoul 

raise there voice jn vain to s~ek justice anu inden 
, , 

nicication for his Lordship~s unparalleled invasiOJ 

of their rights and property. 

The qclusion of these artifices and misreprese' 

tations, however, will speediJy pass away; ar. 

Lord Selkirk, after preferring charges, for whi( 

there does not exist a shadow of proof, will, in 11 

turn, be called upon to answer for ,paving a 

vanced such an unfounded accusation. In tl 

:mean time, while Lord Selkirk exhibits the m 
. I ~ . 

lancholy illc ident of 1\11". Semple's deatl~ wi 

the:ltr!cal decorations, ~o excite the popular fe« 

in,~ of this country in ~is own favor, the Membe 

of the North. West Company sincerely regret tl 

fat p of a m~:l, who appears to have been qllalifi~ 

to 11'~ a useful and honourable member of societ 

and who fell a sacrifice to the i~nplicit fidelity wi 

which _ he seems to have executed the commissi~ 

with which he was entrusted. Mr. Sempl~ a 
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pers to have been convinced that he was defend:
~ng the sacred .legal rights of his employer? anci 
that to have permitted the Servants of the North:

West Company to have used the liberty pf pas~ 

.~ge on the soil claimed by Lord Selkirk, as they 
and their predecessors had done for near a cen .. 

/ ·.fury, would have been a violation of his duty .. 
The feeling of devotion and fidelity was honour
able to Mr. Semple, but in truth he was made 

the instrument of illegal, unwarranted, and forci
ble aggressions, upon the undoubted rights of his 
I 

fellow-subjects, it is to be lamented, that such a 
JIlan should have f~llen in asserting the unfounded 
, "( I. " 

I Flaims of others. 
The Writer is aware, that this Preface has ex

tended to an unusual length, but he trusts that the 
reasons stated will ~e admitte4 as ~ sufficient apo
~ogy. The object of the following pages, is no~ 

to refute the charges and calumnies of Lord Sel:
kirk against t~e N orth-West Company in general! 
but to exhibit a faithful Narrative of the occur
rences which had taken place, 5ince the Earl of 
Selkirk was first brought into their neighbourhood 
by his political or commercial speculations. Other 
part~ of Lord Selkirk's publication will recei ve th~ 
refutation of which they are so capable. In exe. 

cuting the task which the Author has undertaken. 
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be has aimed chiefly at truth and accuracy in his 

statement of facts; and he trusts, that the faults of 
arrangement and style, which must be discerned 
in this publication, will be over100ked in the com. 

position of one who has not been accustemed to 
write for the Public .. 

, ... ,·,1 ,,' ' .. 

.. 

. ~. 

~; . 
\. 



NARRATIVE, 
&c. ~c. 

PREVIOUS to the year 1806,' the Earl of Selkirk 
had been engaged in various landed and coloniz
ing speculations in British North America, in the 
prosecution of which he visited Canada. In the 
course of his travels, his attention Was naturally 
directed to the situation of the Trade, and parti. 
cularly to that carried on with the Indians in 
the barter of Manufactured Goods and other ar
ticles, for Furs and Peltries, which, ever since 
the discovery and establishment of the Colony by 
the French, had been considered the chief branch 
()f its' commerce . 
• ' Duringhis Lordship's residence in Montreal, he _ 
Was received with the hospitality which so much 
characterizes the'inhabitants of that city; and to 
none was he indebted for mote pointed attention 
and civility, than to the Merchants connected with
the Fur Trade, and more especially the Partners 
of the N orth. West Company. His enquiries into 
the nature and extent of the trade, and their par. 
ticular Establishment, whidl had always been an 
object of curiosity t6 strangers visiting Canada, 
were readily answered by these Gentlemen, who 
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withheld no information which could gratify the 

liberal and useful researches of a noble traveller. 

They remarked at the time, that these enquiries 

were more extended than usual; but they little 

expected that their confidential communications to 

a person expressing his admiration at the re~uJt of 

their ex€rtions, ~nd his sincere friendship and 
thankful ~cknowledginents tQ thenlselves, should 

have awakened the spirit of s~lf-interest, which 

has subseqtiently been Sf) apparent; still less did 
they 8uppose they'" ere plaGing me~ns ~n the handj 
of a.commercial rival, to be applied first in 9PP0,. 
sition to their tra~e; and, after the faHur-e of that 
experiment, in an attel1lpt to effect the ruin of 
thejr establishment. 

Onthe Noble Lord's return to Eng·laf\d,he pro .. 

secuted with much anxiety the . enquiries: he had 
commenced in Canada, connected with this suh ... · 

ject; awl the situation of the HudsQn"s Bay Com'; 
pany, with the great advantages under which the 
Fur Trade might be conducted from.1Iudson's' 

Bay, when compared with the obstacles and diffi .. 
culties opposed to the Canadian Merchants, soon 
pres{!nted themselves to his discernment. The 

route to tlw remote and alost valuable trading 

stations in the N orth-West Country was nearly 

two thousand miles more distant by interior 

communication, from Montreal than from Hud~ 
SDn~s Bay; and it was evident, if the assumed 



tight'S" of this- Chartered' Company to the e~· 
tlilsive commerce and '1zavigatiori if the Bay 
J~h~)1egal, by a strict enforcement of them, the 
wiole Fur Trade might be diverted into that 
channei~" His LOl"dship cOlIiriJu-ni~ated his ideag 
oil the sUbject;'thougl,l' very partially, td a gEm tie. 
man theli'iil England: who had bee~ long inte
rested in~ the North. West Comp'any, and' to whorli' 
the public are indebted for a description' of the 
country~ -ahd of his- owh voyages and discoveries. 
In consequence of thi~~ commuriication, an agree
ment w3:s2subsequen'tly' entered' into by Lord Sela 
kirk arid" this gentleman, to speculate in the Stock 
of'the 'Hudson's Bay Company,' without any defi
n'ite' obje'ct on the' piut of his' Lotoship's associate, 
beyond possiblY a re.sale at'- an enhanced price, 
when a 'shffident amount' should: have been pro
cured to' erlable them to exe'rcise -a bene'ficiaI influ
ence in the Ii\anag'ement of the Company's con .. ' 
cern's, arid' thereby to' increase the value of their 
!tock. 

-The' mOment was- peculiarly favourable for their 
porpose: the Stock of the Company had fallen 
ftom 2.50 per cent, to: between 50 and 60, in con
sequence of misfortune; or mismanagement of their 
'atTairs, whi'ch were in a state' of rapid decay, and 
considered bordering upon insolvency, no Divi .. 
dendhaving 'been paid for se~eral years. Under 
inch: circunrst'ances, considerable purchases were' 
easily made by the -parties; but his Lordship's, 

C 



v;cws becoming enlarged with the extended know. 
ledge he obtained of the sup~osed rights conferred 

upon the Company by Charter, a disagreement 

took place as to the further objects they had ori. 

ginally in view; and, after some legal 'proceed

inb's, an arrangement was made between the par

ties, by which Lord Selkirk became proprietor of' 
the greatest part of the Stock acquired on their 

joint ac\count. . 
Being thus disengaged from any connection 

which could interfere with his views) and having 
established for himself a ~ufficient footing in the 
affairs of the Company, Lord Selkirk extended his 
purchases to the amount nearly of 4~0,OOOl. the 
'.,,"hole amount of the Company's Stock being rather 
under 100,0001. Several Members of the Com. 

t 

mittee immediately made way for the appointment 
of his near relatives anll friends to the Direction~ 
and from thls period, his Lordship may be consi
dered as possessing an unlimited influence and 
controul in the management of the affairs, and 
di~posal of the property of the Company. Although 
1110re actiyity was perceived in the general conduct 
of their concerns, some time elapsed before his 
Lordship's.ultimate objects and plans were dis
dosed; but his prepa:"at:ons being then made, a 
General Court ,\"~S convened by public notice, in 
the month of I\lay, 1811. Th~ Proprietors were 
informed :It t~lis 1\1 eeting, that the GO\'crnor and 
Committee considered it beneficial to their ccnc 

L, 
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ral interests, to grant to his Lordship in fee sim .. 
pie, about 116,000 square miles of what was 
supposed to be their territory, on condition 
that he should establish a Colony on the Grant, 
and furnish, on certain terms from among the 
Settlers, such labourers as are required by the 
Company in their trade. The Proprietors <.lid 
net see jn these conditions any sufficient con· 
sjderation for the Grant; and everyone pre
~~nt, with the exception of the Noble Lord 
and the Committee, signed and delivered a Pro
test:l« against it to the Court. Notwithstanding 
this opposition the Grant was confirmed, and his 
Lordship becam·e the ideal proprietor of a domain 
e~ceeding in extent the kingdom of England, with 
only one objection to the title, that with respect 
to the right of the grantors, they had equal power 
to assign him a similar kingdom in the moon. 

In ~ddition to the Prote~t offered by the Propie
tors, remonstrances were made against the wild 
and hopeless project of establishing the proposed 
Colony, by every person interested in the trade of 
the COQntry; and it may be desirable here to state 
the situation and circumstances, under the full 
knowledge of which, Lord Selkirk determined to 
persevere in his schemes. 

The distance between the spot where the first 
Settlement was afterwards formed, and York FaC4 
tory, in Hudson's :Bay, the point of communication 

• Appendi~, No 1. 



:with the s~a, ~s, by ~ct~l ~gJ?l,ea~\lr~lll~nt, 7~~ 
miles; and the ~avigation, such as it ~~~ may .~.~ 
called open betwe~.n th~ months of Jun~ ~nd Oc
tober ; but during much of tha t ~eason, the ~roo.ks, 
forming the communication, ~re ~~arly dry, ~pg 
the whole route is only'" practica-ble in sOlall bO,ats, 
or canoes. The j~uni.ey, or voyage, is p~rfQr~e~ 
by loaded boats in about thirty days, and pro
visions must be taken £)1' the whole time, as none 

. . -' 
are to be procured on the route. There ~re ~~ .. 
merous portages, wliere the boats or canoes, i~ 
the best season, must be carried or bauled over the 
land *. The distance of'the Red River from Lake 

'. ~ .' . . . . . 

Superior, is rathe1: greater than from' Hudso.n's 
Bay: anel from l\1ontreal, by the nearest route, 
(that of La~e Superi~r,) about 2300 miles, The 
distance froin the nearest inhabited part of Upper 
Canada, which may possibly be another Colony 
of Lord Selkirk's, called Ball-down,' is about 
1600 miles. . It must be very obvious, frOln the 
distances here described, and the difficulty of' com
munication, which is only practicable in birch .. 
bark ~alloes, that no ~arket ~oulcl. be found, be. 
yonel the immediate consumptjpn of the Colonists, 
for the agricultural produce of:;t Settlement sq 
situated. The climate is ~ndoubtedly healthy, al .. 
though during winter the severity of the frost, and 
prevail~n;; gales of wind, is very great; the Forks 
of the Red River being situated in latitude 50. 

• See particulars in Appl'ndix, :So. 111. Admeasllrement made 
by :\lr. Thomson, Geo~l'&pter to the Nerth-'Yeat Compa~y. 



~HSt, ~b,(mJ .tbr~e degrees north 9J Q~eh~c. The 
,~p~ntry it) ~~e I1eighbourhood of the propq~_~~ 
~F!ttl~l~ent~ con~i~ts ~f ,e~.t~Jl$ive plains, and the 
~~il,excepting p~rtially on th~ .b~n~s of the 
rivers, i~ light ;~nd un.p,rQductiv~. The scarcitr 
,Qf ~ood, iu ?- ,country ip. ,ev~rr ()tQer situa. 
tion ~Qpnding Wi~h #, ~s t-.Pe ~est proof of 
tl,lE( qu~lity 9f the ~oil, thee n~turaJ pr~duce of 
:which is pnly ,~ coarse beilty gr~~s, the ~oq of 
inI?-ll,w~rable herds of buffalo@ whic1; arE; f~d on ~h.e 
plaiu~. Different tribes of Indians are ~cattered 

" 

over this district, and establish themselves in hun~. 
iug p~rti,es and el1campments, to procure provi
sion~ for the Traders of the North-West and and. 
,son's Bay Coll1panies, who have se\'eral Forts or 
fostf? there, :ffi:;tintained more for this object thall 
fqr that~f prqcurjng Peltries'; there is also some 
trade in Furs, principally wolf and fox-skins; and 
pccasionaJly'rndiansfrom the head of the Missis .. 
sippi,' ~nd the Mississourj ,Rivers, brin~ the pro
p.uce Qf t4eir ql!nt to tr~de at the Red River 
Establishments. All these natives are much mo-

, I. . (~". . .. 

lested, and freqijentlyattacl,{ed by other ~ands of 
" , 

the plains, called, frqm their h~~its, les Pilleurs, 
.or Plunderers; who, from living in a country 
abounding with horses, which enable them to lead 
~. w,a~dering '~nd predatory ~ife, anq' being well 
supplied with food al)d clothing from the herds of 
buffal,oe in the plains, are ind~pendent of assist
a!1ce fr()m~ ~nd cOQqe>;ic:m wit!) the Tr~4ef~~ Their 
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incursions are rapid and destructive, and the na· 
ture of the cOJ-lntry permits them to cover their 
retreat, by setting fire to the grass, which is often 
done for this purpose, and in their defence, by the 
natives. A gentleman describing this practice, 
says, "I have often seen the grass set on fire, both 
" from the drunken freak pf a capricious Indian, 
" and to coyer the retreat of a war-party; and 
" in high gales of wind, the flames spreachng with 
"the rapidity of a horse in a rOllnd gallop, till 
"fhre or six hundred square miles were burnt 
" without interruption." 

The Fur 'Traders of all parties were not back.,. 
ward in representing to Lord Selkirk and the 
Committee of the I-Iudson's Bay 'Company, their 
objection:; to their attempt to colonize this ljemote 
a.nti inhospitable region, which might in its con
sequences endanger their interests and security. It 
was proposed to send out poor and ignorant Set
tlers, who could be subject to no legal controul, 
and unaccllstomed to the Inanners and habits of 
the Indians, always jealous of agricultural en
croachment on their hunting groupds. 

The Traders, especially tho~e connected with 
Canada, had, by lung intercourse, acquired the 
confidence of tliose Tribes; they were acquainted 
with their manners, and knew how to avoid the 
occasions of dissention and irritation, which the 
ignorance of strangers so fr~quently ministers to 
their jea!on~ and irritable character. It was ob. 
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vious to-them that an attempt by a body of Eng..: 
lishmen, to establish a Colony in the heart of 
the Indian Territory, was in itself pregnant with 
danger to all those by whom these regions were 
frequented. When the probable result of the 
attem?t was contemplated-when it was consi. 
dered that the new Settlers, compelled by want 
disgust, and de;spair, might be brought into col. 
lision with the Indian Tribes, and the mixed po
-pulittion sprung from the intercourse of the Trad. 
ers with the InJian women,' and some of whom 
are engaged in the service of the North·"\V est 
Company-it was easy to see, that this extrava
gant. scheme subjected the Trader equally with 
the Colonist, to extreme hazard and danger. 

To the North. West Company this establishment 
was peculiarly objectionable: they denied the 
right, either of the Hud50n's Bay Company or 
Lord Selkirk, to any part of the Territory ceded 
to him, of which their predecessors and themselves 
had been in occupancy for at least a century. They 
were aware, that it was further intended to enforce 
against them the penalties provided by the Char .. 
tel', of seizure of their persons and confiscation of 
their property, as inter/opel's on the Territories abo 
surdly claimed by the Company; and they saw in 
the terms on which the Grant was made, that the 

"-

establishment of this Colony was only a pretext to 
induce Settlers to emigrate, and thus to introduce 
into the country at an incol1!)iderable expence, a 
8uflkicnt number of persons to carry into effect 
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the Nollle- L6rd~s plans ofagg'res~oil' a~cain~eti;. 
t10n against their trade. . , 

The North-West Company was founded in 1788;" 
by ail association of Traders, pl~iot to that time en
gaged in rival undel'fakings, and- who, on the con::' 
qu-'est of Ca·nada, following the footsteps of thei~ 
predecessors, the French Colonists~ had e-ngag'eCl' 
in"the trade; Every Legal Opinion'!'''' they had
been] able to' obtain,. strengthened theh; determi. 
nation to reSIst these proceedings ;', atld the'follbw .. 
ing Abstract of the History and Discovery of the 
Country~·WiH sho\v the grounds on which thet 
founded their opposition, and will appear at le-aSt 
to justify it, till a: legal decision had been obtained 
by the Hudson's Bay Company, ot Lord Selkirk, 
in confirmation· oftne validity of their claims.' 

Hudson's" Bay had~been discovered print to'the 
attempt in which' Hll.dson perishe(fin 1610; hut, 
Hom the voyage of Sir Thomas Button, in 1611,
till the year 1667, it appears to have been whol1y' 
neglected by the English go~ernment'and ·nationt .... · 
In the latter year, the com:ml1r1ication~ f)"etween; 
Canada and the Bay was discovered j by I two Ca
nadian gentlemen, Messrs. Rarldissol'l and De 
Grose1~iers, , who \l~efe' co~ucte'd. th~ther. across i 

the country by IndIans. Acceedmg In 'thIS, they' 
returned to Quebec, and offered j the merchants to . 
conduct ships to Hud~on's Bay, the proximity of 

• Appendix, "S O~. IV, V, VI, 

t S-':' H:l;'~i~'~ Yoyagci, vol. ii. pp. 245-~8G .. , 
\ 



-
11 

, , 

which to the principal Fur districts, was now as~ 
certained. This pr9posal was rejected, as well as 
a subsequent one to tile French governnient at 

I , 

~aris: there they wer~ persuaded by tlie EnglisH 
Ambassador to go to London, where they were fl-

I ~ 

vourably received bv some merchants, and persons 
of quality, ,~rho ent;usted a Mr. Gillam, long ac
customed to the Newfoundland trade, to prosecute 
the discoyery. Mr. Gillam sailed in the N onsuch 
ketch, in 1667, into Baffin's Bay, to the height 
of 75° north latitude, and from thence southward 
to 51 0

, where he entel~ed a rin~r, to which he gave 
the name of Prince Rupert's; and finding the In
dians friendly, erected a smaJI ~o'rt. Thep~rsons 
interes~ed in this vessel, upon the return of Gillam, 
applie~ to Ch3.r1es the Second to~: a Patent, who 
granted tilem the Hudson's_Bay Charter; dated the 
2d May" 1670. 

In that yeat the Coinpany sent out a Mr: Bailey 
Oovernor, who with Mr. ltaddisson, settled at Ru-

. t . 

pert's River, and established Fort Nelson; and 
.. that these Establishments were then Coilsidered 
, , 

an encroachment on the I?rench Province, is evi .. 
dent, from the instructions to Mr. Henry Sargeant, 
who succeeded ~s Governor at Rupert's River in 
~683, which enjoined him to be careful of the 
French, who were already jealous of the Trade. 
i~ 1686 the flu'dson;s Bay Company had five Forts, 
which, though all on the shores Q[ the sea, so 
much increased'the j;alousy of the French, that 

, I 

Chevalier ·de Ttoyes was sent overland fronl 
D 
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Canada to attack them; and in July of that year, 
the two Nations being then in a state ofprofounu 
pC3.ce, and the two Governments in more than 
amicable understanding, Mr. Sargeant was com
pelled to surrender his Fort to the Chevalier, after 
a defence of a weck. In the period from 1693 to-
1696, these Forts were all retaken, and again 
captured by the French in the succeeding war. At 
the Peace of Utrecht they were restored to the 
English Government, and by the 10th Article* of 

=II: Tenth Article qfthe Treat!} qf Utrecht, conclnded in 171~. 

" The said ~Iost Christian King shall restore to the Kingdom and, 
QUei'll of Great Britain, to be possessed in foil right for ever, the Bay 
and Slraits of Hudson, tog(>-ther with all lands, aeas, and sell.-coast:,;~ 
l'i\'f'rs. and places sitllate in tbe !laid Bay and Straits, awl which be
long therennto ; no tracts thert'. of land or of :sea, being excepted, 
which are at prl'!lent posse8sed by the Subjects of France. All which 
as well as any bnildillg~ there made. ill the condition they now are and 
likewise all Fortresses there erected, either before OF since the French 
I!Pized the same, shall, with in six months from the ratification of the 
present 'fl'eaty. or !'ooner if possible, be well and 1I'I11y delivered to

tiJl' British Subject!', having Commission from the Queen of Great 
Britain to demand and recei\'e the same, entire and unden1oli~hed 
together with all the cannon, ¢c. <te. It is, however, provided, that 
it runy he entirely free for the Company of Quebec·, and all other the 
811 bjech of the Most Chri:;tian King whatsoever, to go by land or by 
I!('a, \\ bitilf'l';.oever they please, outof the lands of the said Bay, toge
tber with all t.heir good~, mnchandizes, arms, and effects, except sucll 
tbillg~ as are above reserved in this Adicle. But it is agreed on both 
l!ildl'sl to determine within a year, by Commissaries to be forthwith 

• This is a conc111sh'e proof, that tbe Company of Quebec had dii
(',',nfPd ad explored the Interior, even to the immediate confines of 
H lld,<on's Bay, aho\'p sixty yeard before the Hudson's Bay Company 
'·el'~ur,.d out of :,ight of the Bay ~ for it was after the year 1763 
il:.it Hl!' S.>r\'allts of that Company first followed the Canadian Tad: . . r er~ 
wi .. tilt' IDt~ri91'. - ED. 
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that Treaty, it was stipulated that Commissioners 
should be appointed to settle the boundaries of the 
British Settlements with Canada, but none ever 
met for that purpose. 
.. About 1628 or ] 630, a Beaver Company ,vas 
establi·shed in Canada, prior to the date of the 
Hudson's Bay Charter; and it is evident frOlll th~ 
accounts of all writers on the subject, that the 
pers~ns engaged in the latter Company neyer at
tempted to extend their Trade beyond the inime
diate confines of the sea, till subsequent to the 
cession of Canada in 1763, when the Trade of the 
Province was opened to all His l\1ajesty's sub· 
jects. As the Canadian Traders, by penetrating 
into the Interior, were more successful, the Hud
son's Bay Company followed their example by 
slow degrees, and established Posts in the coun
tries previously occupied by the Canadians. These· 
approaches of the Hudson's Bay Company expe
rienced no molestation from their competitors; 
nor would any difficulties have now arisen, except 
those which naturally occur in the rivalship of 
trade, if the monstrous pretensions to the exclusive 
property and Trade of all territories through which 
any rivers or wate~s flow in their course to Hud
son's Bay, had not been recently aSierted by that 
Company and their Grantee. 

named hy each party, the limits which are to be fixed between the 
fIIaid Bay of Hudson, and the places appertaining to the French; which 
limits both the Britj~;h and French Subjects shall be wholly forbid tit 
pa$s Ofel", or thereby to go to each ather by sea 01' by land." 
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The provisions of the Charter are ~n themselves, 
jf lega], sufiic~ently extensiYe; but c\"en the q-rant 
cOd;dineu in it, is only of Countries" not occu
"p/ed or discQ'{:ered I,!! tlte Sllbject~ Qf any other 
" Christian Prince or State; "and it is perfect! y 
c';ide11t from the facts above stated, that this could 
~lOt inclulle any part of the property ceded to Lord 
~e1kirk The Grant commences only at Lake Win
nipic, at least 700 miles distant from either of the 
priginal Establishments of t~le Company in the 
Bay, ~1l1d extends some hundred l'!.liles into the 
territory of' the United States, blotting }i'om the 
~nap entirely the intermediate dependencies qf 
fJanada. 

The Earl of Selkirk's title appeared to the ea,: 

I1adi~U1s totally destitute of all authority, either 
from the legality of the Grant in point of law, or 
the powers of the Grantors as to the suhject mat
ter. He found others, at least in long undisputeq. 
orcllpation of ",hat he claimed by virtue of an ab~ 
~o~ute <. 'hartl'f, emanating £i'om a prerogati ve which 
'L~S extremely questionable; and which certainly 
has never ill any instance been exercised by the 
Crown, nor recognized as legal by any jud~('ial 
decision since the Revolution .. 
. -

The Yorth· 'Vest Company, therefore, candidly 
st2.ter1 t ll'~ ir objections, both to the Hudson's Bay 
Cumpany and to Government, and their determi
nailJll to llYlintain tlwir own rights' and posses
sioEs; ~lt the same time they added, that however 
lLl.tell they regretted the adoption of such measure51 
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on the part of the Hudson's Bay Company, they 
would b~ on all occasions ready to alleviltte the 
distress of their unfortunate contrymen, who were 
doomed, as Colonists, to become victims to Lord 
Selkirk's visionary speculations. They further 
again expressly declared, that they would neither 
acknowledge th:e exclusive rights of trade, or power 
of jurisdiction, claimed by the Hudson's Bay Com. 
pany; ~nd that, un'til they should· receive from His 
Majesty's l\finisters, a distinct intimation that 
these rights were recognized and admitted by Go
vernment, they would resist any attempts to seize 
their property or persons, or to dispossess them of 
~heir trade, under these pretences. 

Notwithstanding the impediments which thus 
appeared to the undertaking, either afraid of the 
result of a legal investigation into the merits of 
the case, or determined, at all events, to hazard 
the speculation on his own judgment, Lord Sel. 
kirk proceeded in the prosecution of his plans. 

In order to form his Establishment, he began by 
addressing himself to the spirit of emigration which 
has long prevailed in some parts of Scotland and Ire. 
~and. Agents were employed in both countries to 
circulate Advertisements·, holding out the most fal. 
laCiOl~S prospects to Settlers in his intended Colony. 
The climate and ~oil were represented as superior 
to any in British North America: ·the culture of 
~emp and wop], held out as an indnccm.ent to the 
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agriculturist, when his Lordship must have known, 
jt was impossible to transport the former to the 
~ea, and that the plains, where the flocks were to 
be maintained, are principally characterized by 
the immense troops of wolves which infest them. 
Liberty of conscience~ freedOin frOiD taxes and 
tithes, and all the temptations of a Land of Pro
mise, are painted in the most glowing colours, to 
induce these wretched people to abandon tHeir 
country; and, in the winter of 1810 and 1811, a 
number of poor Irishmen were got together at 
Sligo, and sent to Stornaway, in the Island of 
Lewes, where they joined other Emigramts who 
had been inlistcd or crimped in Scotland. 

Some respectable families of a better class, com
fortably situated in their own country, were also 
tempted by the offers of townshjps in the Grant, 
and the misrepresentations held out in the Pro
spectus, to' join the expedition. From some of 
the'll', who had been induced to sell their little all 
10 embark in the speculation, Lord Selkirk re
ceived the money arising from the sale, to account 
for it in land at the rate of 5s. per acre; although 
he must h3.Te been well aware, that this was 
abc\\'c the price paid for e:x;cellent land in the best 
inhahited parts of Upper Canada·. 

These Emigrant~ embarked in the spring of 
1 S 11, un board the lIudson's Bay Company's 

~ Aru01l6-t many otb~r .. \ ffidadb of the unfortunate people who 
", ('n' ~o ,h.'I'jl"O,L one by George Campbell, will be [onnd iu the A.-
p~lIdix, :';0. YII. r 
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ships, and consisted of about 25 familie!!l, onder 
the command of Mr. 1Vliles Macdonell, appointed 
Governor of the Colony, whose name will be suf. 
ficiently conspicious in the futher account of his, 
employer's proceedings. Their engagements were 
different: some to pay for their passages by labour 
for the Hudson's Bay Company; others, who had 
funds for that purpose, in money; and all were to' 
be provided with food and nlaintenance till they 
reached the Colony. On their arrival at York 
}'ort, it was too late to attempt the journey that 
season; a'nd those only' who are acquainted with 
the severity of the winter in such a climate, can 
form any idea of the miseries and wretchedness to
which these poor people ,,;ere exposed. There 
were no houses or' huts prepared for their recep
tion and those which were contrived afterwards' 
for their sheiter ,.left them still exposed to the cold 
fogs and sea damps peculiar to the climate-the 
Traders of the I-Iudson's Bay Company, living in 
the Factory, had no intimation to provide provi
sions for their maintenance; and the scantiness 
and badness of their food, soon added sickness and· 
disease to the other miseries of their situation. 
The following extract of a letter written frOln 
the spot, ~ay convey some faint idea of their 
sufferings :-" Take a view of the state of one 
" family, and it will shew you what the sufferings 
" of these people are: an old Highlander, his wife, 
" and five children, the youngest eight or mnft 
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i, years of age, poor, and consequently badly iU'o~ 
" vided with clothing to encounter the rigours of 
" a climate, where the hottest summer never thaws 
"the ground to any considerable depth-see this 
" family, sitting on the damp ground, freezing for 
" want of sufficient covering', pinched and famish. 

I 

" ing for want of food; and. the poor woman had 
"to take the well. worn rug from her own misera
" b1e pallet to sell for a little oat-meal to give 
"her dying children, and in vain, for two oftherri 
" did not survive this scene of misery."-If this 
was the state of one family, the miseries of the 

01 

other Emigrants during their winter's l~esidcnce at 
York Fort, may be conceived. 

The task of proceeding to the Red Ri \rer, was 
still to be undergone by these unfortunate people in 
the spring; the distance, as has been before stated, 
above 700 miles ; the route the most difficult in 
the com-d:r~T, e\"cn for athletic and experienced 
battcatl~,:-men, who have to carry and draO' theil~ 
. 0 

boats ~ cOll:-.id\;rabJc pmt of the distance, over 
rough u·.trodden roads and rugged precipices, and 
through tLl1geruus rapids and waterfalls. The 
Lt"k was doubly h~rJ on the old and inexperienced 
f.lrmcr ~~:1d labourer, Yvho was obliged to per
form it, fol1c,Ycd by his unfortunate f~unily, Worn 
out wi:;l toil, and with scarcely sufficient food to 

1 f 1 In. f'c . preserve tllbn f(;l11 t Ie e~kcts 0 lamme. 
Arrived at the place 0: the proposed Colony on 

the Red River, in the autumn of lSl~, l\Ir. Mil('~ 
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Maooenet\'ot'd:el'ed all the people to assemble, 
and goingthrougk some farcical ceremonies, read 
his Commission as Lord Selkirk's Representative 
and Governor, when he was saluted by the Hud. 
son's Bay Fort in the neighbourhood. The In
dians, attracted by the ceremony, were no sooner 
informed of its intent, than they expressed them .. 
selves hostile to the Establishment, as had been 
foreseen, and foretold when it was projected. The 
Settlers had to prepare themselves for the en
suing winter, which already approached, and 
although the climate was less rigorous than that 
of York Fort, still, unprovided as they were with 
houses, clothing, or food, they could not but look 
forward to their situation with dismay. It was 
impossible to lnaintain them in a body, nor could 
the most active of the Inen procure subsistence 
by travelling over the immense lakes of snow in 
the plains, for want of deer-skin and snow
shoes, like persons _who had been accustomed to 
the Fur 'Trade of the cguntry. Th2 families were 
accordingly distributed, as there \vas a chance of 
escaping famine, some in the Forts of the Hud. 
son's BaJ 'Company, others in the huts of Free .. 
men*, and in the families of fi:iendl y Indians, who 

• Canadians, or oth{'rs~ who baring be!'n employed in the 5t'r· 

, vice of the 'l'raders, and ba\'ing become accostome:.i to the IndLln 
mode of lift', Of attached to u«.i\'e Wotnt'!n. remain ill the eQtmtry, 
after beiug discharged from th~ir engagementS'; ;md are called Free.,
mel/, to dilltinguiflh them from t:wil' countrym,e,ll who are serl){1,nts. 

E 
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per:~;ittE'd t112111 to take shelter in thel' .!l'JlIs, can ... 
" jn;; them s!an-,s, from the extreme "\v.l).~etchedness 

et' their ~;ituation, which had rendered them more 
the olij',ct.; of their cornpassion and contempt, than 
of tIle;r emf1it,". Tlwsc also who lived in the 
lwusl's with tlIt: Governor, suffered much, and 

mall" cOllld not have snrvived the winter, had it .' 
rwt been for the humanity of the North. \V est Tra. 
del's, who onen relieved them from actual famine, 
and gan~ or lent all the provisions they could 
obtain or spare to the Governor: they even took 
goods from him to procure provisions by barter 
{fom the NativE's, whieh these woul,} not sel1, 
either t;) the Settlers or to the I-Iudson's Bay 
Cnnlpany. In the spring, the Tr~l.(lers also gave 
and so](1 to 7\11'. l\lactlollell, articles of various 
dc,)criptions; potatoes, ba~'ley, oats, and garden
Reeds, four cows, a bull, pigs, fowls, ~'C. which 
]I;d been brought at an enormous expenee 
fL)ill Canada; and althourrh still adverse to the 

J 

moti \-es und,-'f which the settlement was est a-
1.li~11:,·d, did :l1l in their power to relieve the dis
tres",es ~ln 1 W~l11t5 of the Colonists. l\Jr .. Maedo. 
!wil Y:;1<; !l,)t bJckward in aeknowleuging his obli~ 
!:'J.tin!l filr th;;ir assistance, both in his letters and in 
hi~ \'crbal ('..:~mmlmieatiolls with the Traders: but 
t11C -~~ w~r2 soon forgutten when his difficulties 
(1:Jninis~ic~l, ancl he y,'~lS aw~!re all his ze~l was )'('_ 
'! i ii reJ in carrying into ci:~'ct, In- activc measure..; 
l' - " -, 

I i\~ Yl,:ws of l:is cmnloycr. 
1 • 
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The trade of both parties dllring thi~ winter 
was carried on as usual; the Hudson's Day Com
pany did not attempt any extension of their Posts 
to the westward, and every thing remained quiet 
i~l the country. 

Early in the spring of 1813, whrn lie haJ so £::ir, 
by the assistance of the North-'Vest Traders, 
overcome the difficulties of his situation the pre
ceding winter, Mr. !vIacdonell's conduct, which 
had hitherto been rather temporizing than friel)dly, 
became less equivocal. In hi.) capa~it.v of Go':cr
nor, and Representative of Lord Selkirk, he told 
the Indians, they must take to hi::! alone, for 
sale, their provisions or pcItries j being the pro
duce of lands cl wIl1ch hi::; Lord3hip \vas pro
prietor, and on which, con;;cquently, they could 
only hunt with his permission: a Lloctrine ridicuied 
by the Natives, but of a nature to rOth'! all t~le 
apprehensions of the Canadians, whose cxi-;tcnce, 
not only on the Red River, but in great part of 

the country, depended upon the provisions pro
cured at their Posts within Lord Selkirk'3 Grant. 
The present force of the I-Illdson's lla.y Company':; 
people and the Colonists, did not, it is true, create 
much alarm, as to their immediate lLinger, but it 
was impossible to judge to what extent both might 
be reinforced, and they were now alarmed that 
the doctrine of right, sought to be established, 
might be enforced by yiobnce,whcll sufiicie:-lt 
means were placed at the disposal oftbe Governor. 



'Vhile 1Ur. Macdonell was thus employed at the 
Red River, Lord Selkirk was not less active in ob~ 
taining fresh recruits of Settlers, following the 
mode which has before been explained; and he 
(rot tocrether, in the spring of 181'2, at Stornawav , o b ~ v. 
a considerable number, who were embarked in 
the I-Iudson's Bay Company's vessels. The ship~ 
were at i~rst seized by the Collector of the CUS~ 
toms, in consequence of an attempt to send more 
pcrs'Jlls on board than was permitted by the prOe 
visions of the law, (Commonly called Dundas's 
Act,) regulating the numher of passengers emi .. 
grating to America,according to the tonnage of the 
vessel in which they are embarked. This difficulty 
was, however, got over, doubtless on some partial 
representation of the case, and the vessels were 
permitted to sail ·with all their proposed cargoes 
to I-Iudson's Bay. Mutiny amongst the Emigranbi 
was the first consequence of their cramped and 
uncomfortable state; the gaol-fever next broke 
out amongst them, which, it is understood carried 
off a considerable nUt'nber, either on board, or 
soon after they were landed at Churchi~l or York 
Forts, in the Bay. 

'rhi;; reinforcement of Colonists, increased bv 
. ~ 

others who had arrived the preceding year at 
CillJrchill Fort, but whom it had not·been pos. 
si:Jie to rcmO\Te in time t(') accompany those whe 
pa;.;sed the Ia~t winter on the Red River, pro. 
C( '-l,-.:d by the route formerly described, to thE: 



Golony, where th~y ani ved early in the winter <If 
}813, and fOI~e.d a large acces')ion to th~ nu.q1-
b~rs of tile Settlement. Their sufferings were 
~il1 gr~-1t du.ring th~ seasob; but more paips hav
jog been takeI1 to provi4e for their subsistence, 
th~y were, ip. tl~t re~pect, in a state of comfort, 
comp~red with their situ~tion tqe pr~ceding winter~ 

Being nQw more independellt gf assis~a~~e ii-mIl 
£.he Canadian Traders, and encolJrage4 by thi~ 
gr~at addition to the number,s of his establish
ll}.ent, Mr. Miles Macdonell lost no time in form .. 
in.g his determination as to his future proceedings. 
'Ep;riy in the winter, information had been received 
on tile Red River. by the North.vVest Expresses 
of the successes of the Americans at Detroit, and 
on Lake Erie, and that there was great probability • 
of aU resource~ from Canada being cut off, which 
rendered the existence of the North-'Vest Com
pany's Posts precarious, and endangered the whole 
~ysteln' of their Trade, 

Tliis opportunity of commencing his operations 
against the 'Canadian Traders, in pursLlance, as 
';will hereafter be shewn, of the general instructions 
of. Lo·rd Selkirk, was eagerly taken advantage of 
by his Governor: his principal establishment was 
fixed, SQ as to enable him to intercept the com
mun;c Ition by which canoes with provisions might 
be sent to meet the people, employed in the remote 
stations, in Lake Winnipic, on thirr route to and 
from the principal depot on Lake Superi"or; and if 
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the intercourse with Canada should be intercepted, 
not only the canoe-men from the Northern Posts, 
but those from. the nearer districts, would be' 
obliged to fall back on the Red Ri \Ter departmen~ 
for subsistence. At this moment of im i~linent 
danger to their concerns, a general system of ag
gression and violence against their property, and 
their s-ervants, was begun by Mr. Macdonell.
Under pretence that all the provisions raised in the 
country were required for the m~intenance of the 
Coloni~ts, parties of Settlers were sent t:J inter
cept the conYOj'~ of the Traders on their way to 
the Posts; their boats an~.l cm:oes navigating the 
river were fired at from the Fort, and i~'om bat
teries erecteu on the banks; bro~lght to, and ri
gorously searched, and where\-:1' provisions of any 
description could be fOll~lcl, t1.cy were plul1(.lered 
without hesitation. 'Vh2n it became necessary, 
in consequence of th2.~e outr[lg"es, to conceal the 
property, wauants were i::;slled to apprehend the 
servants of the Company, on tj'lvolous and vex
atious pretences; but 'lilc' object of all their exami. 
nations, when brought b~f()re th,_' Governor in his 
lnagisterial c~lpacity, W_,:;; to discover the d~p(),;t::) 
where provisions were removed or concealed._ 
Great pains wcre takcn to impress upon the minds 
of the~e sen'ants, and t11L' Inclian<;;, that th~ ruin 

J." 1 ' ~ 1 ,'If T C 
01 t Ie l.~ortt1- vest ompany ,,,as at hJ.nd, ~md 
that it '.Yc'uld b~ e(lualir lbl1CJ'erous 'lP,l uer-le O" . '. b , ~ lU 'h. _''', 

to resist ~:uch CO~l'CIYr:: mCJ-,1Jl'l'';; ~IS the G'o\'c~'nor 
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had it in his- power to apply, to drive tIlelll entire1,. 
from the conntrt':. 

The Partner of the North. \Vest Company in 
charge of the Red River department, was placed 
by the conduct of Mr. Macdonell in the most dis
tressing situation: still aware of the necessity of 
providing against a danger which threatt;ned the 
entire ruin of their trade, he made every exertion 
to protect and secure in his Posts the provisions he 
had collected, and the other property under his 
charge; and the mE'an~ of precaution and defence 
he resorted to, soon produced the following Pro ... 
clamation frOln the soi-disant Governor of " Ossi
" niboia." 

" PROCLAMATION. 

" Whereas the Governor and Company uf Hudson's Bay 
" have ceded to the Right Honourable Thomas Earl of Set. 
" kirk, his Heirs and Successors, for ever, all that tract of 
" land or territory, bounded by a line running as follows, viz. 
" Beginning on the western shore of the Lake Winnipic, at a 
" point in fifty-two degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, 
" and thence running due west to the Lake "Vinnipiquarhish, 
H, otherwise ca]Jed I.ittle Winnipic; then in a southerly di. 
" rection through the said Lake, so as to strike its western 
" shore in latitude fifty-two degrees; then due west to the 
" place where the paralled of forty-two degrees north lati-

• The be~tevitlence of theile, and tLte future irnnsactiomr is thlttof 
the persons engaged iu them, lIueler the orders of :lIacdonell, which 
will be fonuu it! tIle Affidavits in the Appendix, \·iz. 

Jamt's'roomy's, :\"0. "',,'1 II ;-~James Pinkman·~. Xo. IX ;-Hugll 
SwvrJ,;'. ~o. X;-James Golden's, :\'J_ XI ;-William 'VaiJd,~e'", 
l\" d. XII. 



U tude, interseet& the western btartth of the Red River, 
6' otherwise called A5~iniboin River; then due ~outh from 
"that point of intersection to the height (If land which 
"separates the waters running intI) I-bdson's Bay (rom 
,-I those of the Mississouri and Mississippi Rivers:- then in 
1I 8(l easter!y directi()n along the height of lam1 to the sOflrce 

(, of the River W'innipic, (meaning by such last named river; 
" the principal branch of the waters whilh unite in the Lake 
" Saginagae ;) thence along the main streams of those wa
" ters, and the middle of the several lakes through whicl1 
cc they flow, to the I1T:>uth of the Winnipic River; -and 
(' thence in a northerly direction, through the middle of the 
" Lake Winnipic, to the place of lreginning, which territory 
" is calletl Ossiniboia, and of \vhich I, the undersigned, 
"have been duly appointed Governor. 

"Anll whereas the welfare of the families at prmrent form
"ing Settlements on the Red River, within the said territory 
(C with those on their way to it, passi ng the winter at York 
" or Churchill Forts, in Hudson's Bay, as also those who 
" are expected to arrive next autumn, renders it a necessary 
H and indispensable part of my duty to provide for their sup
"port. In the yet uncultivated state of the counlrv, the or'; 
tI dinary resources derived from the buWalo and other wild 
, animals hunted within the territory, are n-ot deemed more 

f" than adequate for the requisite supply, wherefore it is herea 
" by ordered, that no person trading in Furs or Provisjon~ 
" within the tetritory for the Honourable Ht«lson's Bay Com" 
e, pany, the North-West Comp-any, {)r any Individual, or 
,e unconnected Traders or persons whatever, shaH take out any 
" pl'ovisions, either of flesh, dried meat, grain, or vegetables, 
., i'ro('ured or ratscd within the said territoty, by water or land. 
,. c,arriage, fur one twelvemonth from the uate hereof, save 
" JaQ except what may be judged necessary for the tradin 
" partit:~ at this p.resent ~ith~n the territory. to carry tlle! 
" ~o the:r respective Jc!tmatwns; Olnll who may, on due apa 
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:, plication to me, obtain a license for the same. 111e pro-
"visions procured and raised as above, shall be taken for' tlJC 
"use of the Colony, and that no loss may accrue. to the par.; 
"ties concerned, they will be paid for by Briti::;h Bills at the 
"customary rates. And be it hereby further made known, 
~ that whoever shall be detected in attempting to COllvey 

" out, or shall aid or assist in ~onveying out, or attempting 
"to carry out; any provisions p~ohibited as above, either by 
" water or land-carriage, shan be taken into custody, and pro~ 

" secuted as the laws in such cases direct, and the provision SI) 

"taken, as well as any goods or chattels of what nature so 
"ever. wEich may be taken along with them, and a1so the 
" ~l'aft, carriages, and cattle, instrumental in conveying away 
'~ the same, to any part but the Settlement on Rtd River, shall 
" be forfeited . 
. "Given under my ha'nd at Fort D1er, (Pembina), the 8th 

c-c day of January, 1814. 

(Signed) "MILES MACDONELL, Governor, 

"By order of the Governor, 

(Signed) "JOHN SPENCER, Secretary." 

\ Every thing now wore an alarming aSFect to 
ihe Traders. With a view evidentl~ff executing 
the threats contained in the Proclamation, the 
Governor regularly trained his people to the use of 
nre':arms, both musketry and artillery; and it wil) 

scarcely be credited, that the latter was supplied 
to Lord Selkirk by Government, 011 the pretence 
urged by him; that it was necessary for the defence 
of his Co1ony against the Americans. * He had 

of The following extract from Mr. MIles Macdonell's Letter to Mr. Cameron, 

js the best evidence on this subject: 
•. Do you know 'hat Government furniihd liS last )ear froID the 

F 
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dlso suceceued in making some impression on the 
minds of ihe N ati ves, that he acted under a direct, 
and not an assumed authority frOln His Majesty's' 
Government; and being :lppointed in Canada, at 
the desire of Lord Selkirk, a Magistrate for the 
Indian Territories, he made no scn~ple of applying, 
according to his Jiscretion and to existing cir .. 
cumstances, the authority best suited to the vex .. . . 

ations and oppressive system he had been uirected 
to enforce. 

A detail of the various acts of outrage com. 
mitted by 1\1"r. Macdonell this winter, w(;uld be 
equally fedious and unnecessary; but as one in 
particular led to his apprehension to take his trial 
in Lower Canada, under the provisions of the Act 
of the 4,3d of the King, which he was appointed 
a Magistrate to enforce, it is essential to state it, 
that the proceedings subsequently adopted with 
respect to this transaction, may be understood. 

Under the circumstances before mentioned, the 
North-'VestPPartner had accumulated a supp1y' of 
provisions at one of their Posts on the river, called 
Riviere la SOlll"ie, upon which the subsistence of 
their people now principally depended. The Go:. 

" R(·~·al .\r~ellftl at Won]wich, with a fine train of li,!ht fipId brass artillery 

,. <" ,1I ria~l'" laborLl.lory ~t01 eo, fix~J ammunition, <l:,', complete, awl also w ,t~ 
"lOO mu,ktts, and 5(10 rowll]" of kIll cartridnes for e3t:h' all 111"8" . 

~ . "" '- are 1;0'1." 
.. at York P'rt, ex'· ... "l a sllIa:l parl Lrought here'. \\-e hene also I I' 

, " 01 uU"" 
"~\l ;lidenl for a t:orp": t:lat of itself ,Jluuld sufficiently prOH! to flJl .... :I!~"~t. 
.. '::t::tlll·Ul, thUl \':~ are undl!r tLe protedivu vi Gorernwt'dt.·.' 
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vernor had long directed his attention to thi.Jdep6t, 
and within a few days after the date of his Pro
clamation, under the pretext that it had been d~~. 
obEtyed, sent' a person named John Spencer, whom 
he called, or had appointed, Sheriff for Lord Sel. 
kirk's Territory, t(1 ,,2ize the Fort. Spencer find
ing resistance made by the persons in charge, and 
that there might be difficulty in executing his 
orders, and having some scruple ::..bout enforcing 
them without mOfe particular instructions, re· 
turned, and reported these circumstances to his 
employer. Macdonell imm2LEateJy issued his War .. 
ntnt in a legal form, for the seizure of the Provi. 
sioJls (under which authority, of Governor or Ma
gistrate, was not mentioned, nor is it mate· 
rial), which he deliyered to the Sheriff, and 
reinforcing his former party with an additional 
number of armeu men, directed him, according 
to the expression in his Warrant, "to break 
" open posts, locks, '-and doors," which might im
pede his proceeding. The party in charge of the 
Post being intimidated, made no flll ther resist. 
ance than retiring within the stockades, and shut
ting the gate of the :Fort. Spencer, in execu. 
tion of the Warrant, directed his men to cut down 
the pickets with their axes, and entering the store 
by force of arms, plundered it of all the proyi. 
sion~ it contained, consiiting of 600 packages of 
dried meat and fat, weighing about 851bs. each, 
which were taken to the Hudson's Bay Company'~ 
Fort. 

, 
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Soon ,aft~r this robbery, the people of the ~.orth:
V/est Company a~sembled, on their route fro~ 
tlh'ir different \\'intering-posts, at the ~epot, whel'~ 
they expected tlwir IU~l1al supply of provisions tq 
ca:n' them on to Fort 'Williaril, and, being accom .. 
pani~cd by numerou~ bands of Indians*, over \YhOl~ 
they had an entire influence, might easily ha\'e re·· 
covered posscs~:je:1 of their property. and retaliated 
wi~h secUllty (',n that of their opponents, had they 
been inclined to fol1o\v what Lord Selkirk, in his 
pamphlet, a~serts to be the custom of the country, 
to decide their difference with his servants by tlte 
rule cif Indian law. They, howeyer, adopted a 

\'ClY different line of conduct, and to gain time to 
consult their friends at Fort William temporized 
so far as to consellt to recei\'e back from ~lf. l\1ac. 
donell, on the condition c\'cn of repayment in the 
course of the antumn, part of the provisions of 
which they had been robbed. Thus enabled to 
procc~d on their voyage, they arriyed ,vith the re4. 
turns of the season at Lake Superior. At Fort 
'Villiam, the general rendezvous, they were met 
by their P~lrtners fi'om l\lontrral, and those from 
()lher parts of 1 i:e . Interior; anq. every account 
COl1l'UITI'J, that a like violent system hau been 
adopted by the servants of the Hudson's Bav 
Compan:" throughout the country. It appeared 
abo e,·idcnt, from a letter of instructions from 

• Tbe ~!,ce, h of one of the I~'dil\n c:ti,..r" ,viJo WilE present 00 tili!' occca
sion, isgiHll i~ t',t Appcn.l~::, Xn, XiI!. <:lIJU will prCH~ the ahility tueD pOS-
~e,,,ptl \." ,he '\('r:!,-"V"'l l UIP."J"" to re'<:l:i .. te l\M r ~lil·l, 1\' , 1 

• • J ••• _ Il' ,I: ~ no ence.ii 
ha,j it been tL~ir iLlllllion. ' 



31 . -
~ord Selkirk to ,?ne ~f ~heir principal Agenti, 
~hich fell into the possession ~f the Traders, that 
these proceedings emanated from his Lordship. 
with a determination to insist upon hi~ supposed . ' 

~ights, by forcibly ejecting the Canadians from 
their possessions on what the Hudson's Bay Com:
pany assumed as their exclusive territory and pro
perty. This letter, addressed to a 'person sent to 
discover and occupy a remote post on the c~n .. 
~nes of Athabasca, wLere the Hudson's Bay Com
pany had never till then formed an establish
ment, st~tes the possibility that this attempt 
Play meet -with opposition from the Traders, and 
~ontains the following directions, which are best 
given in his Lordship'S own words: "You must 
"give them" (the Canadians) "solemn warn
"ing, that the land belongs to the Hudson's Bay 
" Company, and that they must remove from it; 
'~ after this warning th.ey should not be allowed t9-
'~ cut any timber either for building or fuel; what .. . 

~' t~ey have cut should be openly andforcibly seized, 
~' and their bui~dings destroyed. In like manner 
~' they should be w~rned not to fish in your waters, 
"and if they put down nets, seize them as you 
u would in England those qf a poacher. 'Ve 
".are so fully advised of the unimpeachable va
"lidity of these rights of property, that there can 
"oe no scruple in e1ifiJrcing them, ~where'Ver you 
"ha'Ve the physical means. If they make a for
" cible resistance, they ~re acting illegally, and 
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u are re~pollsible for the consequences ofw,hat they 
-" do, while you are s~fe, so l,ong as you take only 
~'the reasonable and necessary means of enforc

U iug that which is your right." 
His Lordship was perfectly informed, tllat the 

poor people inhabiting this wretched climate, are, 
dependent on fish entirely for their subsistence 
during winter, and that the cold is so intense, as 
frequently to freeze mercury in the open air. Spirit 
thermometers are generally used, graduated down 
to GOO below Zero of F'ahrenheit's scaJe. 

'Vith all this information before them, and 
aware that ,the gasconading, and successful depre
dations of Mr. l\Iacdoncll had already produced a 
considerable efiect, by diminishing the impression 
of their conseq uence and power on the minds of 
the Indians, and of their own servants, on which 
the prosperity of their trad~ and their personal 
:'(,{{ety in a great measure depended, the North
"'est Company carne to the determination of re
sisting to the utmost of their means, the further 
violences of their opponents, and, if possible, to 
make an example of 1\11'. l\Iacdoncll, and his She
rift: l\fr. Spencer, by procuring th€ir arrest and' 
trial at Montreal, for the offences they had com
mitted in the spring of tIllS year. Mr. Cameron, 
one of their Partners, a m~ll1 of determined resolu
tion, but llnf~ltunatt'l'y of an irritable temper, was 
entrusted with the execution of these meaSllres oJ 
8c{j2c!e.;ence, and the conduct of the Red Hiver de .. 

" 



partment; and, matters having been so arranged, 
the different wintering Partners proceeded to their 
stations in the Interior, Mr.' Cameron being pro. 
vided with Warrants against Mr. Macdonell and 
Mr. Spencer, granted under the authority of the 
43rd of the King, upon the information of per
sons who had been eye-witnesses of their proceed
Ings. 

But few Settlers had been sent out to Hudson's 
Bay in the preceding spring, in consequence, it is 
understood, of Lord Selkirk's disappointlnent in 
not obtaining a license for a ship, under an-Act of 
Parliament passed during the winter, to obviate 
the difficulties he had before experienced in this 
respect, called The Hudson's Bay Ships Passen
gers' Act. By the provisions of this Law, it was 
required that, previous to obtaining the necessary 
License, the 1Tessel intended to convey an extended 

• number of passengers, sbould be surveyed, and 
. ~ported sea-worthy, and fit to recei,-e passengers, 

by the Commissioners of the Transport Board to 
the Board of Trade. The vessel provided by his 
:Lordship answering this description in no respect, a 
Licoose was refused; and consequently so many 
Settlers only were sent, as could be accommoda
ted on board the Hudson'.s Bay Cornpan~'s ships, 
and asjbrmer experience had shewn to be consist
~nt with safety. 

These Emigrants formed a small addition to the 
Colony in the' autumn of 1814, and the Trader~ 

" · 
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had no sooner returned to their wintering grounds; 
than disputes arose, as might have been expected,. 
between the parties. The following legal notice 
was soon served upon Mr. Cameron, which left no 
'hopes of any good understanding between him and 

Mr. Macdonell. 

It Dish'ict 0/ Ossinihoia. 

" To J1Ir. Duncan Cameron, acting for the Norfh- We51 
Company at the F~rks of the Red River. 

"Take Notice, that by the authority and on the behalf of 
"your Landlord, the Right Honourable Thomas Earl of Selkirk, 
" I do hereby warn you, and all your Associates of the N orth
" West Company, to quit the post and premises you now occupy 
"at the Forks of Red Rivet, within six calend~ months from 
~, the date hereof. 

" Given under my hand, at Red River Settlement, this twen
;, t)'.first day of October, 1814. 

(Signed) "MILES MACDONELL." 

. This was succeeded by a Correspon-dence rela. 
ii\'e to the arrangements made by Mr. Cameron's 
predecessor in the spring, for an exchange of pro
visions. A great deal has been said and published 
on this subject against this Gentleman, who possi. 
hI y assumed more consequence in his situation 
than was intended, with a viev: to cQunteract the 
efiect up~n the Indi:lns, of his adversary's misre ... 
prcsentatLOn5; but the Corre~pondenc<:, ~eems to 
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l1ave been conducted on both sides, (and the remark 
atlplies equally at least to Mac.lonell,) ,vith more 
irritability and attention to party feelllJgs, than to 
temper and discretion. 

Similar notices to quit the territories of the 
Hudson's Bay Company and Lon! Selkirk, were 
pHblished and proclaimed througholllt the country, 
and there was no doubt of the intcntioll on their 
part of enforcing them. The conduct of l\Iac
doneH became more outrageous and violent than 
ever, riot only towards his opponents, but also to
wards the Settlers under his protection. A gn:~t 
many of the latter, completely tired and disgusted 
with the experiment they had made, and sati'3fied 
it would be impossible to remain with r.ny ~1fos .. 

pect of comfort, applied to Mr. Cameron" and llis 
people, for assistance to ,proceed to Carlaela in the 
spring. This had been long their intel1tion, but 
the difficulty of leaving the country was iUSUf

lllOuntable, without th~ aid of the N orth-"rest 
Company; and from the time l\lacnonell heard of 
their application, tlley were rL'i'w'eu provisions for 

their maintenance, and oEe!l put in irons and im
pri,~one'd, for h~,ving irllplored ~lt the ?\orth. -rtVest 

Company':~ :Fort, the 111f'ai1-'; cf s:lving them~~elves 

from starn~tiOt). This h';':ll1Pical conduct, adl1cd 
01 

• :\!r. Cameron is a('('I!~e·J of ha\'iug mach 11, .. of IIll thl' influence 

be possel!se<i \\'it!l his countrymen, to p,~r"llarlp them tn tle~?\'t the 

Colony. Iftltis is iheft:cl, \ibat "\'('1' may hr.\'( hcpo!lis motives, 

every /tumane person'vrill rrj,,:(;{' tbat 11;; inttueu('c wa:; :mcl;essfnl. 

G 
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to the disgust of those among the Settlers who had 
sense to reflect on their situation, and who, aware' ' 
also of the intention of the North. 'Vest Company 
to submit to no further violence without resistance, 
considered their safety might be implicated ion the 
contest which would possibly ensue. Both the 
trading servants of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
lll1tl the Settlers, continued, as usual, to be trained 
to the use of fire.arms. They still laboured under 
great privations, notwithstanding the precaiItions 
which had been taken to provide provisions, and 
disgusted with the conduct of their Ruler, many 
of them determined to abandon the Colonyaltoge
ther. On the approach of spring, they took refuge 
in the North. 'Vest Fort, and alarmed that lVlacdo
nen might make use of his artillery to blockade 
the rivers, and prevent their leaving the country, 
they took possession of all the cannon and ammu
nition, which was delivered up to Mr. Cameron at 
the same time. 

1\1r. Spencer had been arrested early in the win
ter, on the 'Yarrant issued against him, and sent 
down to Lake la Pluie: an attempt to rescue him 
ha ving faileLl, from the Settlers refusing to make Use 
of their fire· arms agaillst the Canadians. An op
portunity was afterwards taken of serving uj>on 
]\Ilr. ~racdonell the "Tarrant against him, to which 
he refused suhmission. Outwardly he treated the 
authority with great contempt, but in the mean
time was busily preparing for measures of defence, 

\ '. 
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• if they should be necessary, by any subs-equent 
attempt to secure his person. I-Ie posted up no
tices, that his Patron would grant pensions to all 
pel'sons maimed and wounded ill his service, ac
cording to their ra~k~ (for he had .lade several 
appointments £I'om the step of Captain to Ensign,) 

, and threatened the NOlth-'Vest Fort with instant 
hostilities, taking every -opportunity of seizing 
their people and clerks as prisoners, when they _ 
were found in a defenceless situation. About this 
time he had also been sufficiently ill-advised to 
qu",rrel with the Free Canadians, and Half-breeds., 
on w hom he depended for subsistence; and these 
fJeople, unaccllstomed to the commands of any su
perior, could not brook the treatment they expe
rienced from the Governor, ",hom they di~tin. 

gllished by . the appellation of Chief Q[ tIle Gar
deners. The consequence was innumerable scuf
fles and petty frays between the {larties, which 
the Half.breeds asserted, began by a party of the 
Settlers-- firing upon one of theirs, peaceably pro-

, ceeding along a road with an escort ofprovisions. 
TIie sItuation of the Colony and its Governor was 
thus rendered extremely dangerous; and on the 
arrival·of one of the Agents of the N orth-'Vest 
Company from Montreal, at the Post on the Red 
River" on the opening of the navigation, to en
quire into the transactions of the winter, Tvlacdonell 
surrendered himself quietly prisoner, and was 
taken in the canoes to :Fort William, having been 
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j,)incd on the r(mtc by 1\f1'. Spencer at Lake Ja 
PJuic. • 

After their Governor had surrendered himself, 
the Colollists, ill a boay, made the most earnest . -
entrc3tlcs f(~,r a:,:-;i~t~nlcc to proceed to Canada; and 

upon a (ti:<ind nntiersbmding, that nothing should 

be ex) 'l'(,~2d beyund their transport and provisions 
as f:u ~tS Y" ;,1, the seM of Go\ernmpnt, in Upper 

C~~r:wLI, ~:Luut .tif:-} fi:lmilies, comprising above olle 
hUlll1J'cd and forty pers(}n~, \YC;'C embarked in tile 

canoes of tLe SOl'th. \rc:-;t Cd:upany, and safely 
landed at their destinatiol1. Here their sufferiyl's , , 
;11](1 I~~lscrahlc cml(lition found some relief in the 

prdt C'ctiull and ~1ssistance of the Government, !lnd 
the 1'1'blic CO~lI'liisl'r~~l:on '.\,~lS drawn to -their case, 
by the ze::i.'I!S interfL'rence in their behalf, and 
active b"'lIe\·olellce oftbe Rev. Dr. Strachan, who 

shortly afterwi:lrds puLlished a Statement·, frOlu 

., Dr, ;~~(i,HJ':tm's Pamphlet wa~ At{,i'\~·artL republished in Englan'l 

\I,I:J th'·' folbwillg Prt'faf'2; '" 
,- A~ :,roOll a:; 1 loP;ilJ tl111t the Earl of Selkirk was commp.ncing a S~t

" i1(',llUI t ,'Ii tht' Red RiHr. I l!derminl'd to wal'll the Public ofth6 
,. (i";''"','II"IL anri ,-,f t'l(' grl"at },]iHeI'Y ,yhich Emigrant,; Illl!!st expe
c. 1,<'11"'" III ~IH'h 1I t:idant and iuho>lpitaulc region, But it Was 

"(;i~;(';:!j Iu : 1,1,'Pl(, 1:," 1l1"('e"-';l:Y ltlfol'mation; and before it ('olold 

" bl" co, td'I"':. il.l" 1'1"',';',0"",,; of the Amt'rican ",ai: called my attentioQ 
'- t,) dio·lfl".'" ,",l1"l'IW;'I(, ' 

<. ~t ",~ not l:il ! .. ,t June that I was able to get acopy of his T.orrl

,. l>hil".: PI "'locl'I I"" ,[ j"!'t'l' n":1ily drawn 11P, bnt, ala:;! destitute 
., of :l'lltlJ, 1'. 1:,0~" \' 'In are alll<:zt'd, after readilJg my rl'tnarks. at 
.. t:,p "1.',11;,(, ~"ol aSSerLLJll~ WQIl'h it l'ontain~ I am 1°11 j·I' dO· 

. ., I : I' J 1I sa y_ 
" 1.'.:;- tbat l'r":iii~r::! "til1 more l'(,lll:,1 :':itb!p, and as~ertio 0tOll . • us ~ J mQre, 
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their own evidence, of their case, and the delusions 
whi.teh had been practised upon them, in order to 
warn the poorer classes of his countrymen against 
becoming, like these unfortunate people, the dupes 
of Land-jobbing Speculators; a class of persons 
\vl'll known in America, and of whom Lord Sel. 
kirk, from the magnitude of his operation~, may be 
styled;the Chief. The Settlers who were disposed. of 
in this manner, might have been in the proportion 
of two-third I: cfthe in~ubitants of the Colony, and 
on their taking their departure for Canada, the other 
thi. d lHO 'eLci(>Ll for IIl(~:-;on's Eay, in the Com
Pl\\)Y':; boats. in the hores of finding J. passage 
Jlome to their native country. 

,~ f'~tral·a~1;1i. 'verf" made by the Earl of Selkir:, IJimself at SLom
" n('~s, in J line 181 :~. to p('f:son:s whom be wa:; I'utipillg to go out. 

'" Few of thl'se "Tf"tcIJed lw'n have any wri I t pn ag·ceeruen t ; an om is

"sion, I IJope, vot wilfully madc-, to p:·n'>lIt If'gal redrl'~s: [or ~.'1rf'iy 

" lJllnisbm€'lIt on gilt to b!' 'jr,flicted on s!)Oculators whf) persuade fa

~; mil ie:', under false pretenc(,<l, to' ! ean~ their native homes • 

. ,; Of the SI'tt1l'rs who wentto the Red Rin~r, many died at Church

" hill, in H ndson':; Bay, from the sl'verity of lhe climate and the qua

'" I ity of tiJl'ir food. Otber~ seriollsly i Ilj nrp,] thl'it' heal tb ; and not 

,; on!' of those who bave escal'eu, saw a joyfnl day, from tbe time th€'y 

" left Scotland till tb€'y bf'gun !h~il' jOlll'lll'Y to Canada. TLe fol

,; lowing I,citer may pl'cl'cnt a:IY more fror~) €'lIl'o;,nteril1g the mi

~' series of tbe polar regions ~ aurl t1li,is all I am able to efre~t. But 

., retribniivejlJsiice is'dtle: and I flatter my.;rlfthat,amongtbe many 

" great examplf"~ of disinterested b€'Ilf'I·olence ~(1 common in GJ'€'aL 

" Britain, OTIC n11t)" ue found :;nffiei€'lltly po·,vcrfnl to l'ornprl Lord 

_. Sl'lkirk~ and hi" brother Pl'opriet()J'~. to make ample ('onll'ematiol) 

,. to the snr"i"ors, for til€' money and effects lost at Cllurd.l-bill and 

t' the m.isrrip~ thf>y hal'e eud lIr-cd. 

~' 1'orl', Upper Canada, Oct. 5, 1815:' 
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l)uring this winter (1814-15,) besides the OCw 

currences on the ned River, various conflicts -had 
taken place between the rival parties, carrying on 
their trade in other parts of the country. Similar 
notices to those issued by M'r. Macdonell, to quit 
the territory of Lord Selkirk and the Hudson's Bay 
Company, were served, in the smnmer, upon the 
X orth. 'Vest Agents on the Saskatchewan; and 
one Mr. Kennedy, acting for the Hud!ion's Bay 
Company, says, in his notice, to this effect-By 
order of rrilliam Hillier, Esquire, Justice rifthe 
Peace, " If after this notice, your building~ are 
I, ::':olltinuc(1, I shall be under the necessity of ra,> 

" iii'; theJi? ta tIle foundatiOlt" A 1\1r. House, in 
~i\"ing the same intimation by letter, instead of 
t:w formal notice, stating that the Hudson's Bay 
Company are determined to uphold their excJusi"Te 
rights in this cOlllltry, says,." that his concilia ... 

" tory eIHlcuvolirs to impress a proper understand. 
"in,:'; on his ri\'als, originate entirel,v with him

" self, and form no part of his instruction~; these 
IG arc peremptory, 'and, backed by the authority of 
.; the G,)\'crI1cr and of two l.\Iagistratcs. now 

'-' 

" llcmand hi..; obedience." 

It i:-; not neccessary to recr!pitulate the detaiJs of 
all the petty warfare occasioned by these ciaims 
being set up, and the consequent resistance; in 
O!le pine;:, only, the English Rin~'r, where )I1'. House 

commanded for the IIudson's Bay Compauy, two 
persons fell yictims to them in an affray which 
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took place; and it is but justice to Mr. HOtl!e, to 
.add, that, deeply impressed with the fatal conse .. 
quences which had resulted from these measures, 
he subsequently adopted a line of conduct which 
prevented the recurrence of them. 

Before proceeding to the further detail of occur
rences in the Indian Country, and in the Colony, 
we must refer to the transactions of Lord Selkirk 
in Great Britain and Canada. Being convinced a 
determined spirit of resistance had bee. excited to 
the aggressions and outrages of his Agents in the 
Interior, which the present means at their com:. 
mand would not be sufficient to subdue, his Lord. 
ship now resolved to make a combined effort frOIn 
Montreal and Hudson's Bay,. and by one great ex-

V ertion, endeavour either to wrest the Trade entitely 
from the hands of the Canadians, or reduce his 
opponents to sueh terms as he might dictate, by 
the immense expenee and loss his preparations 
would subject them to. 

In the winter, an Agent of his Lordship's, for. 
merlya Clerk of the North.West Company, IVIr. 
Colin Robertson, was employed in Canada ·to 
raise and fit out an expedition from that Provine~, 
to penetrate· into the Interior, and oppose the 
,North.West Company's Traders in what are 
calleu the Athabasea Posts, filr Leyond any 
'Which the I-Iudson's Bay Company had yet esta
blished. It was necessary to procure Clerks and 
Guiiles who had before been employed ill the same 
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country, and these could only be obtained in Ca; 
nada. )\ir. Robertson was therefore directed to 
engage competent persons of this description, with 
a proportionate number of canoe· men, and to pr~ 
vide all the me~ns for thc-ir equipment. The ex.;. 
pedition wa'" to be dispatched from l\fontreal early 
in the spring, for Lake 'Vinnipic, where the ca
noes were 1.0 be supplied with the necessary out.;. 
fit of goods for the Indian Trade, brought in from 
IIudson's Bay. 

The object of this scheme was evidently to ob;;. 
tain a monopoly of the Fur Trade in every other 
part of the country, as well as in the territory 
claimed by the Hudson's Bay Corhpany, and t.o 
cause irreparable injury to the Trade of the North
"~est Company. If it sllcceeded, their rivals would 
he enabled, under their Charter of ('xclusi~'e navi. 
g~tion in the B:,y, to carry in their outfits, and 
take out their rctnrns, by a ronte, as has already 
been mentioned, b:_'tWCl'll (2 and 2000 mile; shorter 
than that through which the Canadians were' 
obliged to cOl'!duct the Trade. The Athabasca. 
(OtJl1ll: 1 y, for \\'hich this e'\»~'(litioll was intended, 
":YLI:-i al',l) WllDiJy beyond the boundaries of what, . 
in .t!IL':/' G,_'il cOIls/ruction if I/;ci," ('t'(:;ms~ the 
l-It,~1S(}~1'~ E~~y Company called their territor)~ .' , 
as the riH'r.;; funning through it, c11iefly empty 
t;lcmsclL's by l\Iackc1Jzic's Hi\'erintothe Froze. 
Ocean, ~: nJ tIle Tradili~ Posts of the X o1'th. 'Vest 
(',;:11P:lil.\- in this uirection, exten~~(:J u.cross the 

I 
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Rocky M~uritains, to th'e waters flowi~g into the 
. Pacific. The obstacles presented by the difficulty 
bf the route, the poverty of the country, and the 
inclemency of the climate; had hitherto rendered 

" 
it impenetrable to the less eilterprising Traders of 
the Hudson's Bay Company. The Canadians, who 
llad. di~covered and fonned est~blishments in it, 
~xtending their Posts, in s'ome instances, to such 
a distance; that communication between them and 
Montreal could only take place once in two 
years, had hitherto been perfectly secure in the 
confidence, that the capital Q[ their chartered ri. 
vals was insufficient to embrace. tile ol:Ject Q[ this 
Trade; in conjunction '[dtll the others in which it 
was employed; but his Lordship, (deterinined 
to' s'urmotint all obstacles), had no hesitation in 
adding his means to those of his Company, and 
this expeditiOri \vas fitted out at an immense cost, 
which has been but ill repaid by the result of it. 
, To aid these projects, and, if possible, ensure 
his' success,' it be.,came also necessary, that the 
s'upposed judicial powers of the fludson's Bay 
Company, an engine which had only yet been reoO 
sorted' to' in' an equivocal mml'net by his Lordship 
and his Goverdol's, should assume a more consist
ent form ;' and whilst' Mr. Colin Robertson was 

/ 

~ngaged, as' has been described, in Canada, his 
Lordship was no less active in London, in m~tur
ing his designs for tlw effectllal prosecution of his 
schemes. A Case was prepared and laid before 
some of the' most eminent Legal ChaI acters in 

H 
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England (suppressing, as must undoubtedly have 
been the case, from the summary manner in which 
the OpinIOns are givell, many material points 
with respect to the Canadian occupancy of the 
country, and the intended appiicatio~ of the mea
sures these 0l>inioa:) appear to justify), re'3pectiug 
the powel S otjurisdiction vested in t"he ,HudsoI\'s 
Bay Company. '1 be Opinion of these eminent 
persons upon the Lase so stated, was certainly in 
favour of the powers claimed, and that the Hud. 
son's Bay Company '-night, at their discretion, es
tablish sLlch Courts as they judged proper, for the 
administration of justice throughout the~r lerrito
fries, recommendingonlysome caution asto extreme 
cases: aU mention of the definition of boundaries 
within which this jurisdiction could be exercised, 
was carefully omitted, both in the Case, and Opi~ 
nions given upon it. ArmeQ, however, with this 
qualified sanction of their rights, certain Resolu
tions were entered into by the Governor and 
Committee, and submitted afterwards, on the 
19th of May, 1815, to the Farce of a General 
l\Ieeting, as required by the Charter, f()r the ap
pointment of a Governor and. Council, \yho, to use 
the e:"ql}'e~3ion of the Hesolution, were "to have 
"paramonnt authority over the whole of the 
" Company's Territories, and that the Governor, 
l' antI any two of his Council, should be competent 
" to form a Court for the administration of justice, 
" and t~lC exercise of the power vested ill them by 
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"the Charter*." The Resolutions were, as usual, 
opposed by all the Members of the Company pre
sent, except the Noble Lord and the Committee, 
but these being the majority, opposition was inef
fectual. After some discussion, the names of the 
persons appointed to the different offices were also 
communicated, and the sUI'prize of the persons i'e
presenting the interests of the Canadian Traders, 
who were also l\Iembers of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, may be easily conceived, when they 
learnt that Mr. Macdonell, against whom war~ 
rants were issued on information upon oath, of acts 
of felony committed by him, was a}JPointed the 
:Second Person in Command, and administration 
of Justice, throughout the Territories of the Com-
pany. ' 

Al~rmed at the engine of oppression which was 
. thus prepared and directed against their connec
tions, the Canadian Merchants lost no time in 
representing to His Majesty's Government, the 
mischiefs that must ensue from an attempt to 
establish a jurisdiction which would most certainly 
be resisted: they prayed that His Majesty's Mi. 
nisterst would inform them, whether this newly 
assumed authority was acknowledged by Goyern. 
went, as that information would form some rule, 

• Appendix, No. XIV. 
i See ~etter to Mr. Goulbllrn, of 18th March, 1815, in the Appendix, No. 

XXIV. 



for their own conduct, whatever doubts they might 
have of the legality or equity of the p~'oceeding ; 
but the only answer they obt<lined was, a denial 
that it \\"~lS so sar.ctioneJ, and that furthel' enquiry 
should be in~,tituted. The appointments in tht 
mean time took place: and Governor Semple em~ 
om'keel very soon after the con~munication \\'as ,,.. 
millIe by the Governor and Committee to the; 
Company, in one of their ships for Hudson!s Bay" 

In this interim, ~~r. l\'~acdonell, and th~ S4erifI; 
1\1 r. Spencer, were arraigned before the Courts , 
of Lower Canada, on the charges on w~ich they 
had been ~pprehended : and, in justification of 
their arrest, a True BiH \yas found against Spenc~r 
for grand larceny*. A plea in bar to the procee
dings was put in on behalf of the prisoner, al .. 
ledging that the Charter of the Hudson's Bay 
Company authorized the seizure, in virtue of 
his office; and time was given by' the Court 
to procure evidence, and the Opinions of Legal 

t. ' 

Authorities in England, with respect to' the ,Ta .. 
liclity of that plea. The Defendants were admitted 
to bail, and, it appearing clearly from Opinion~ 
subsequently taken in London, th~t'as they mio-ht 

" b 
have acted under a misapprehension of authority~ 
there'would be a failure in proving against them the 

• l\lr. 1\IC\c(\onell had heen detained in iohe route to 1\Iontr!:'aI, and did not 

arri"e in time t:) ~e placed on his trial at the Session of the Court; but the 

same evidt:nce, "'ouM ha\'e produced the same result in his ca'e. 

, 

, 
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fl'on;ous intent, the prosecution was dropped, an4 
there was no jurisdiction vested by the 4.3r" of 
~he King, under which trials could take place~ 
in', th~ Courts ~f Lower Canada, in actions for 
damages in civil cases. All hope, therefore, off 
bringing the question to issue in Canada, being 
at an end, the Canadian. Merchants again addres
sed tJlE~ m~$t prgent applications on the subject 
to His Majesty's Government"". 

,Lord Sel~irk having, in this manner, during 
the vyint~r, matured his plans in England, and in 
~a~~da, the differeijt expeditions, headed by Go
vernor Semple fro~ the Bay, and by Colin Robert. 
~ont from Montreal, proceeded to their destin a
~ions. Mr. Robertso~, from some experience he 
~ad of the country, not liking ~ journey to Atha
~as~ sent on the ~anoes, with about 100 men, 
under the, command of a Mr. Clark, and remain. 
~d with the Settlers from the Red River, who had 

. , . . 

_gone towards Hudson's Bay in the spripg, and 
whom he fou~4 in ~4e vicinity of Lake Winnipic. 
Mr. Semple arrived' at York Fort rather late in 
the seaSOll, ;nd having taken under his command 
the E~igran~s who had gone out in the ships of 

• See Appendix, No. XXVI, 
t This Gentleman, immediately after Peace had taken plare between 

fJreat Britain and the United States, went to New-York, with the view of 
forming an' arrangement with American Citizens to join his patron and em
ployer, in his attempts to ruin the Yorth-West Company, For this purpose 
he- applied to a Gentleman in that country, who, connected with its GOY

ernment, had made considerahle exertions to ri\'al the Cl\nad:ol·Trade prf'

rious to the war. 
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the preceding year, and being joined by Robert. 
son and the Colonists on the route, the whole par .. 
ty arrived in September 1815, at the Red River, 
and re-established the Colony. The new Gover
nor was a stranger to the personal animosities 
which had existed between the rival parties in the 
Interior, and hopes were entertained, from the 
general character he bore for integrity and hu. 
manitv, that, under his administration, violences 

" I 

would at least have been suspended, till the rights 
of each had been discussed and settled, either by 
the Courts of Justice, or the Government in 
England. Enthusiastic, however, in the cause 
of his employers, and persuaded that the Legal . 
Authorities under which he had been advised to 
act, would justify, not only the assumption, but 
the immediate exercise of the powers confided to 
him, he did not hesitate, on assuming his Govern ... 
ment, to sanction those measures which had before 
been resorted to, and to authorize others which had 
been suggested to him, for the complete subj~c
tion of the North-\Vest Company and their people. 

Mr. Robertson, who had abandoned the Atha
basca expedition, was this winter the principal actor 
in the scenes which passed in the neighbourhood 
of the Colony, and, in this respect, proved a wor
thy follower of his predecessor, .1\lr. Macdonell. 

Early in October, l\1r. Cameron, while passing 
quiely along a public road, was seized by an 
armeu party, on an accusation of having seduced 
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and enticed th~ Colonists· in the spring to aban. 
don the Settlement; but he was soon afterwards; 
unconJitionally, released. 1\11'. R.obertson ap
pear~ to have about this time formed a plan, of 
the same nature as that of Macdonell the preced
ing winter, to starve the Canadians into submis
sion ; and it w~s pub1icly announced, that mea
sures, which w~re calculated to carry it into effect, 
would betaken before the opening of the navigation. 

On the 17th of March these operations com
men~ed, by a regular attack, in the night, by an 
armed force, on Fort Gibraltar, the North-West 
Company's Post at the Forks of the Lower Red 
River, where Mr. Cameron and his people were 
made prisoners'll:. This was followed by another 
attack, on the 20th of the same month, on the 
Post of the River Pembina, where the pee.pIe were 
also made prisonerst; and at both Posts, arms, 
ammunition, letters, papers, books, merchan
dize, and about fifty packs of furs were seized, 
and confiscated to the uses of LOI d Selkirk and 
the Hudson's Bay Company. Mr. Cameron was 
sent down prisoner to tlte Bay, and has not since 
been heard of. A large force was next dispatch
€d to surprize 1\1r. Alexander Macdonell at the 
Riviere Qu,' .l!ppete, a Post, on the Upper Red 
River, where a large depot of provisions was 

~ See Jo1m Sivetight and Fra\l~ojs Taupier's Affida\'its; ;\"p'er.dix, XL'S, 

XV. aud XVI. 
t See Joseph Jourdain's and Jeau B. Gena;s' Affidavits; .\ppendix, Nos. 

XVII.antlXVlII. 
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fdrtri~d for the ",supply of the Norlh canoes: but' 
this expedition found Mr. Alexander Macdonelll 
who commanded there, better prepared than the 
6ther stations, and the ass'ailants were obliged to 
retreat quietly without effecting their object~ 

Mr. Robertson retained possession of Fort Gib. 
raltar and the Post at the Pembina River, tilJ the 
arrival of the winter Express of the N orth-W es~ 
Company, which he knew was' daily expected~' 

~ringing accounts of the situation of ~he different 
departments, and the success of their, wiqter
trade'. He intercepted this Expre'ss, and made no 
scruple of seizing' and opening all the Letters,. i / 

above 100: whether addressed to the Partners, or 
other persons attached to the Company. The' 
Forts were then abandoned, an'd razed to the' 
gTollnd; such of; the timber as mig1.lt be useful to' 
Lord Selkirk's Establishments, being first remov-
ed for that purpose .. On the i9th of May, some' 
persons in the employment of the N orth. West' 
Company, \vithout authority from any of the' • 
Partners or Agents, hearing of the seizure of the 
tlTiy packs· of fuis at the two Posts, took ari 
0PPOl:'ttmity of seizing, by way of retaliation, 
thirty packs found in a balteau of the Hudson's' 
Bny Company; and these furs were afterwards 
carefully and separately packed and marked, and 
sent out to l?ort William. 

Some disputes had now taken place between 
Goyernor Semple and his coadjuto~'; and, disap .. 
pointed in the attempt upon the Post at Ri'Viere 
Qa' .-!.Pl'..:tr:, th2 former considered it necessary to 
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btt off the communication between that Post and 
Lake Winnip~, tluough which Lake the North
West canoes from Athabasca, and other remote 
parts, pass, and are usually supplied with pro
visions from the Red River dep6t~. The lower 
Fosts, were already destroyed, and if these canoes 
could get no provisions from Qu' Appele, about 
..500 men'would 'be at 1\11'. Semple's mercy. A 
g-un .. hoat, commanded by a Lieut. Holt, was 
fitted out on the Lake, and batteries, with cannon 
mounted,were erected on the banks of the river, 
to effect this object. The Canadians saw nothing 
before them but the prospect of cOHfusion, and 
the doubtful issue of the confiict that must ensue; 
but being convinced, from the plunder of their 
1»:operty at the other' Posts, there would be no 
hesitation in sei~~ing abo these, their most yalu
();ble retu rns, preparations were malle to protect 
them, and e~pres8es were sent to the Interior, to 
~dvise I the different Farties .coming out of the 
country, of their danger, and of the necessity of 
.guarding, by aU t1::.:: means in their ,power, against 
it. Being still desirous to prevent an actual con
test between their canoe·men and the people ander 
Governor Semple's orders, an experiment was 
'm~de by the Canadians, at the time the canoes 
wete expected, to open the communication be .. 
tween Qn' Appele and Lake 'Vinnipic, by land; 
and about fifty Indians and Half.breeds were dis
patched, with an escort of provisions, for that pur
pose." They receit'ed e';press orders, and were 

. I 
\ 
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,'fl'ictly [)1jo/.'icd, to pass at a distance behind 
Furt Duuglas, Semple's station, and the C910ny, 
to mo1est no person, and, ij' possible, to atJoid all 
IJu.:;cJ'i.'at,:un'l. In pUfsllarlce of these directions, the 

escort proceeded by the edge of a swamp, (which 
prevented their making a wider circuit), about 
four miles fi'om the Fort, "vith the. intention of 
turning into the usual land-path on the river, 
nearly a like distance below: in their progress 
they met one or two Colonists) whom they de. 
tained, to prevent information. of their route 
H.:aclJing the Fort; and, at the place of their 
encampment below, a party of them, who had 
preceded the rest, found some other Colonists 
fishing, whom they also detained, Lut did not in 
the least molest, otherwise than by the restraint 
of not allowing them to return to gi "C informmion 
at the Settlement. Governor Semple, seeing, by 
a telescope from a look-out on the top of his Fort, 
the circuit made by the Indians, and probably 
concluding, if the communication was establish. 
cd, that his plans would be rendered abortive, 
determined, in an e\-il hour for himself, to pur-
6LlC tIw party, awl marched out of the Fort, with 
twenty-ei~ l:t men and officers, with great parade 
in battle an~\y, for this purpose. The Induus 
and Iiaif-Lll'CLL, sIIl'pu'Jing themseln j l1lldl!CO

vt'L'ed, and unsLlspicioLls of danger, \\'e~e much 
-tlC~l~t(lTd: t\ycnty-follr of the number, as has 

bC-.'ll Lt'f0re stated, ha\'ill~ proceeded about two 

• ~ee Appel!tlix, No. XIX. 
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1eagues below the others, had begttn to encamp: 
~he remaining twenty-six, finding themselves pur
sued ~y an armed force,retired to join their com
panions, sending a Canadian of the name of Bou
che, who happened to be with them, and wilo could 
speak English, to enquire the reason of their pur
suit by Semple's party in a hostile manner. Some 
words were exchanged, upon which Mr. Semple 
suddenly seized the bridle of Bouche's horse, dis
armed him, and ordered him to be taken prisoner*. 
U:pon ,his attempt to escape, the Governor ordered 
him immediately to be fired at, and when his peo
ple made some hesitation, seeing the danger they 
ran in such a conflict, he was i110re peremptory in 
his commands, accusing them of cowardice for not 
immediately obeying. His 'orders were at last 
complied with by some of his party, and of the 
shots fired, one- passed close to Bouche's ear, in 
his flight, and another through the blanket of an 
Indian, who was advancing after Bouche, in the 
attitude, and with the language of friendship. 
Seeing himself thus treacherously assailed, the In
dian levelled his gun, and fired in return, which 
example his party followed, and the melancholy 
and afflicting result of the conflict was, that the 
Indians rushing in, Mr. Semple and about twenty 
of his people lost their lives, and one Half. 

• These particulars ar~ taken from the te"timollY of Bouch~, who was car
ried down to Montreal, and other persons plesent ill the aU-ray. It bas not 
been deemed advisa.ble, pending the legal proceedings which the case mUit 
~h:e rise to, to publish the evidence of parties who mt'ly b.e i1oplicated. 



breeu, and one Indian; on the other: side, wen~ 

killed. 
Of course the accounts of this most deplorable 

event, given by Lor~ Selkirk, att~I~Jpt to throVf 
the blame on the opposite party, and his misre
presentations have gone so far as to accuse the 
North-,rest Company of having dispatched this 
forcE', not for the purpose of escorting the provi
sions they had in charge, but for an hostile attack 
upon Fort Douglas. The facts of the Indians 
having actually passed that establishment, som.e 
part having encamped at about ten miles below 
the Fort, and who, to the number of twenty .. 
fOllr, did not join in tlIe action, and the conflict 
having taken place at least four Iniles below, 
form a sufficient refutation of the latter part of 
his accusation: add to this, their studied efforts 
to avoid collision by the detour made, and the 
facts, not even denied by the oppo~ite party, that 
they marched out and followed the Indiaris, and 
fired first upon them, no doubt can remain as to 
who were the aggressors in this most unfortunate 
affray. The Indians and Half~breed~ were all on 
horseback, and dismounting ",hen the fire com. 
inenced, sheltered themselves behind their horses, 
and took deliberate aim at their antagonists over 
the horses' backs, which accounts for the destruc
tive result of the contest. After their first fire, 
accor~ling to their usual custom, they rushed in 
upon the survivors, and a Half-breed of the name 
of Grant, \\"ho appears to have acted as leader of 
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the,party, could not even save Mr. Semple frorr~ 
theIr resentment: while supporting that unfortll .. 
~ate Gentleman wounded1 in his arms, a Saulteux 
Indian, in defiance of his efforts and entreaties to , . 

spare Mr. Semple's life, shot him through the 
pead, calling out, '~You dog, you have been the 
" cause of all this, and shall not live." 

I The Indians and Half·breeds fortunately did not 
carry their resentment beyond the persons actually 
engaged in the affray, or approaching in arms to 

/ join it; and it is an undeniable fact, that not OL1e 

of the Coionists, or eyen of those who were pre
viously detained, was personally injured. They 
were, however, all onltrred off the grounds, with a 
warning not to return, but allowed to retain any 
private property they possessed: the party plun
dered, and divided amongst themselves, every 
thing they could find belonging to Lord Se1kirk 
and the Hudson', Bay Company, and among other 
arti~les, they unfortunately met with about 200 
fusils, and a large ,quantity of ammunition. 

Thus was this devoted Colony for the last time 
dispersed; and although its dissolution was sooner 

or later ineyitab1e, from different causes to that 
whic~ now ·determined its fate, it could not have 
been expected that it would ~e precipitated by so 
much rashness. As far as the Canadians were 
concerned, in having employed these people solely 
for the transport/-of their provisions, and without 
the most distant apprehension of the fatal con-;, 
flict which ensued, they were entirely blameless, 
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unless indeed it could have been expected of 
them, not only to respect the territorial rights set 
up by Lord Selkirk, but the further extension of 
power, in attempting to shut up the water com
munications between countries, over which he 
does not even claim to extend tho~e rights, and 
this at the sacrifice of their wh@le property, and 
under the knowledge of the absolute ruin in which 
it would have involved them. 

After this melancholy affair, the Colonists, to 
the number of about 180 souls, complied willingly 
with the terms prescribed by the Indians, and were 
met with in the end of June in eight boms, on 
their way to the Bay. These people had p!tssed 
the winter as usual in great misery, until they took 
possession of the Canadian Forts, where they found 
plenty of dried meat and potatoes. 

The Athabasca expedition, which had pro
ceel-Ied under the orders of Mr. Clark, was pro. 
ductive of results equally disastrous to those en
gaged in it, and, as far as loss of property went, 
to its projectors. The canoes got into the coun· 
try too late to find the Indians, and Wfre divided 
into detachments, at the Engli.:,h River, Peace 
River, Fort Chipewayan, and at tht) Slave Lakes, 
and, haying been sent oft~ with a criminal ne
glect, on the part of their employer, of the means 
of subsistence, about twenty people perished by 
the rigour of the climate and by f:lmine*, and 

.. Eighteen of tht',~ 1J:krtllllate men ha,,;pl;: l-,een dispatcllf'<I by t:leir leader 
\'i" .:, an expedition, on snow ~b_('" to fi "~ t Il~ ,., Ilter quarter~, (,f hunting 

\ 
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the others,_ about eighty in number, threw them. 
selves, w~th their property, on the protection of the 
Nortl~-'V est Post~, whose Traders saved them, from 
the horrors of. famine, and gave them the means 
of leaving the country in the spring. 

'Vhile the winter and spring were thus passing 
in the Indian Country, Lord Selkirk embarked 
for America, and arrived in Canada, to super
intend the extended operations he meditated for 
the ensuing season, in the full confi.dence that 
success would have attended his combinations 
for the past in the ~nterior, and that it was only 
necessary to follow up the blow, to acquire 
posse~sion of the country to the westward of 
Lake Superior, and the entire monopoly of its 
trade.-Mr. Miles Macdonell, against whom, as 

.. already Inentioned, it was found ineffectual to 
continue the criminal proceedings which had been 
instituted, joined his Patron, and was not the 
less welcome, for the zeal he had before shewn in 
plundering the Canadians. 

Preparations were commenced on an extensive 

groulldsof some Indians wit;l whom be wisheJ to open a trade, the party were 

unsuccessful in their ~ar('h~ and having lost their way, and consumed' all their 

prO\-isiolls, no means of subsistellce, and ,,:aree any hope of e,cape, remained 

10 them. .\bout three weeks after the) had becn sent on this ill-fated expedi

tion, one of them alone reached Fort Chipewayan (tile X(Jrth· West Cumpa

flY'S prill.:ipal station in Athabasca) ; all the others had perished, and the 
wretched men who survi ved the longest, had been reduced to the horrid neces
~ity of satisfying their hUllg:er by eating the flesh of their deceaied companiolls, 

till at 1t:Il!!;f.h only one W~'.S left to tell the dreadful tale. 



~cile, for new expeditions, by the Grand River; 
and the Lakes, to the N orth-'Vest; men of all 
descriptions were engaged, and a. large out fit for 
the Illdian trade, got in Teadiness. Considering , 
the immense waste of property whieh would ·ensue, 
{;ven from a zealous competition for the trade, if it 
should reach their remote posts, of which they had 
befDre sufficient experience in their cDntests 
amongst themselves, and still further apprehensive 
of the violent measures with which they were 
threatened, frDm the nature of LDrd Selkirk's pro
ceedings, the NDrth-West Company nDW attempt. 
ed to renew with his Lordship, a treaty they had 
before, in 1810, offered to. the IIudson's Bay CDm. 
pany in LDnuDn, fDr dividing the Trade, and put. 
ting an end to. all cDntentiDn between their Serv
ants. The average returns Df the trade of the par .. 
ties were, about this time, (exclusive Df the fish .. 
eries in the Bay, in which the Canadians had no. 
desire to. be concerned), in the prDportiDn in value 
of about five to one in favour of the North. 'Vest 
Company, and their mo.st prDfitable trade, indeed 
almost the o.nly part which had been so., since 
Lord Selkirk's opposition, was frDm the Atha
basca co.untry, where their rivals had neyer pene
trated till the attempt of the preceding season, 

~ 

the result of 'which was then unkno.wn at Mo.n-
tre31. The capital employed in the whole trade, 
was in the proportion consirlerabl y above three to 
one, taking the Hudson's Bay Company's Stock 
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at its e)ttended amo~nt, nearly 100,0001., and the 
returns from what this Company call their exclu
sive territories, were probably in the same propor
tion. These data are sufttciently clear to enable 
the reader to form his own opinion of the fairness 
of t~e proposals made by both parties, from which, "' 
unfortunately no arrangement resulted . 
. In the month of December, a communication 

was made to Lord Selkirk, of the earnest desire 
of the North .. West Company to enter into a ne
gociation, either for a fair division of the Trade, 
to be conducted under a joint management, or, if 
that was not deemed eligible by the Hudson's 
Bay Company, then for a division of Posts and 
Countries, so that there might be no possibility of 
further collision. Without entering into the 
-details of the negociatiol1, the North. 'Vest Com
pany offered, if the future conduct of the tdlOle 

trade, under such a joint management as could 
be agreed upon, was acceptable to the HllJ
son's Bay Company, that the parties should be 
interested, the CanadiG.ns for two.thirds, and 
the Hudson's Bay Company for one-third, and 

, that each should furnish, in that· proportion, the 
means and capital, and receive the returns: and 
if it was found impracticable to negociate on 
this basis, that they would divide the Posts, 
so as to give the Hudson's Bay Company two
thirds of the trade in aU the countries over 
which they claimed their chartered rights to 

K 
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cxt'end, instead of the one-third they actuaIly 
possessed; on the stipulation, in return, that the 
Athabasca trade, and that on the waters flowing 
towards the }'rozen O~an and the Pacific, should 
110t be encroached upon. 

In answer to these proposals, which Lord Sel
kirk at once declared to be inadmissible, a coun
ter-prop09ition was submitted by his Lordship, 
that the Hudson's Bay Company would be kind 

. enough not to interfere with the Athabasca Posts, 
if the Canadians would give up entirely all trade 
in the countries through which any waters passed, 
flowing towards Hudson's Bay, or, in other words, 
in any part of the territory of that Company, ac
cording to his construction if its limits, and two
thirds of the trade of which had been, for the 
last fifty years, carried on by the Canadians; 
and that, for the accommodation of the North., 
,rest Company, in the event of their acceding to 
this stipulation, they should be permitted to re
tain some of their own Posts on the route to Atha
basca in those territories, on condition that they 
"ould leave the question of right to Arbitration, 
and, if it was given in favour of the Hudson's 
Bay Company, that they should be allowed to 
retain them, with a certain number of acres of 
land attached to each, for a limited period, on 
payment of an adequate rent to that Company, a5\ 
laadlords. 

The Canadians only observed, in reply to th~ 
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modest proposition, that they had commenced 
the negociation, not with the view of discussing 
lbstract rights, on which subject they retained 
opinions diametrically opposite to those of the 
Noble Lord, but with a view 'of reconciling Ipre_ 
sent interests, and for the substantial benefit of 
both parties: that, of course, they could not 
consent to give up a country to which they clalm~ 
ed even a. better title than the Hudson's Bay 
Company, by virtue of their original discovery and 
prior possession, and which, according to the 
best legal opinions they had been able to obtain, 
was not included in the Charter, even admittint 
its legality; and that, as to the offer of leaving the 
settlement of these rights to Arbitration, it con
tained no reciprocity, inasmuc;h as, it the award 
was against them, they were deprived of their 
possessions, and, if it was in their favour, it con
feired no benefit upon them. 

There had been evidently no desire on the part 
of Lord Selkirk, in these negociations, to bring 
them to a satisfactory conclusion; and his whole 
conduct, immediately after their termination, !eft 
no doubt of his determination to carry into effect, 
by physicial force, that part of his proposition 
which related to dispossessing the Canadians of 
their property and trade, throughout the assumed 
territories of the Hudson's Bay Company. 
His Lordship was appointed J Llstice of the 

Peace for the Indian Te!ritory and in Upper C~ 



nada, and a military escort, under the name of a 
b.-.Jy-guard, consisting of a seljeant's detach. 
ment of the 37th regiment, was also granted, on 
his application ·to the Governor of Canada, for 
the protection of his per~on, in the expedition he 
meditated in the sprinJ, to the seat of govern., 
ment ie his new kingdom. That he might have 
means sufficient for his purpose, in addition to 
abont 180 canoe-men, he engaged about 150 fo .. 
reign soldiers, with two Captains and two Su~ 
balterns, of the regiment of De Meuron; a set of 

men, who~e conduc.t afterwards sufficiently jus .. 
iified the apprehensions entertained of them. 
They had been engaged in different serdces in 
Europe and Asia, and were partly formed by de,. 
serters from Buonaparte's armies in Spain. From 
that country they were sent to America, where 
the regiment was just disbanded, and were fit in ... 
struments for the scenes of pillage and plunder in 
which they were subsequently engaged·. 

An account of these preparation, and of the 
consequences to be apprehended from them, w~s 
laid, both before the Government at home, and 
in Canada, 'with earnest entreaties, on the part of 

.., It is nere~~arr to rt-llHrk here, t1.at the<;e men were hired before even the 

transactlu:1< ju.t r",lalfd on tl.e Red River had lak~n place, that the attempt 

I:nde tu ju~til) tll:~ proceeding, Ly conneetillg it with providing means of de

Ceucl' for the ('. .I()n~·. should be unnerstooJ. If these soldiC'r.~ were intended 

as :'.11 ... ..:,:ition to the Colony, thetr dbsipnted and idle habits would have ell
Soured its deslruction, e':en I,..!,\ it not previou~ly taken place. 
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the Canadians, and their Representatives here, 
that at least their persons and properties might be 
protected. 

Relying upon such protection, the North-West 
Company dispatched their canoes, as usual, in 
the spring, by the Grand River, without any 
additional pr~cautions, for Fort William; and 
about the same time, Mr. Miles Macdonell was 
dispatched by Lord Selkirk, with the Cal1~
dians engaged in the service of the Hodson's 
Bay Company, in cano~s, to make the best of 
his way, by Lake Superior, to the Red River, in 
order that his Lordship might have early intelli .. 
gence from· his Colony, of the proceedings during 
the winter, to meet him on Lake Superior. His 
Lor,dship, accompanied by Captains Matthey and 

ID'Orsonnens, and Lieutenants Graffenreith and 
Fauche, with about 110 De Meuron soldierfl, 
.·dressed in new uniforms for the service, and 
equipped with all the "pomp and circumstance 
"of war," even to a furnace for heating cannon 
·balls, took the route by the Lakes, with the inten
tion, it would seem, of engaging some discharged 
Highlanders of the Glengary Corps, also to follo,\" 
his fortunes. 

Mr. Miles Macdonell had proceeded with the 
utmost expedition to Lake Superior, and had 
passed on by the usual communication to Lake 
Winnipic, while the Agtnts of the North-,r est 
Company had arrived at Fort 'Villiam, and were 



64 
engaged in preparing the outfits for the ensuing, 
and receiving the returns of the past season, from 
the Interior. They bad only as yet intelligence 
fro~ the near Posts, and were alarmed by reports, 
for they had no clear accounts, of the capture 
and destruction of the two Provision-Posts on the 
Red River. They instantly dispatched about 60 
men in light canoes, to the assistance of their 
people coming ont, thinking, as an attack had 
begun, their Athabasca returns might be in dan. 
gel': they, .however, were soon surprized by. the 
return of Mr. .l\files Macdonell, who, upon 
I'eaching Lake 'Vinnipic, heard of the conflict in 
which Mr. Semple had fallen, and of the entire 
dispersion of the Colony. They now received ac
curate intelligence of all the events which have 
been before detailed, and lost no til;ne in sending 
down an express, that it might be forthwith 
communicated to the Government at Quebec. 
The express got to Montreal about the middle of 
August; and the instant it arrived, Mr. Ri. 
chardson went with the accounts to Quebec, and 
again entreated an officer of rank might be sent 
up to investigate these outrageous proceedings, 
and with full powers to arrest and send down the 
guilty persons of either party to Canada for trial. 
Sir John Sherbrooke had not then reached Que
bec to assume the Government, and General 'Vil. 
son, in momentary expectation of his arri"al, was 
nnwilling to interfere. After Sir John Sher-
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brooke had assumed the command, no Officer wag 
to be found at the disposal of Government, suffi
ciently qualified by experience and information, 
for the service; but a Proclamation was instantly 
issued, ordering all persons to keep the peace 
within the Indian Territories, and this was sent 
up immediately by a light canoe to Fort William; 
the, canoe, however, arrived after the capture of 
the Fort, which will presently be related, and 
the Proclamation was suppressed by Lord Sel. 
kirk, as inconsistent with the course he was then 
pursuIng. 

Mr. Miles Macdonell proceeded without de
lay, to carry the disastrous accounts from Red 
River to Lord Selkirk, whom he met, with his 
troops, at St. Mary's, at the entrance into Lake 
Superior, where he was waiting for an expected 
addition to his force, and for provisions and artil
lery, which were co~ing in vessels across Lake 
Huron, to join him at that place. Here, it would 
appear, his Lordship, resolved upon the line of 
conduct he afterwards pursued, and he lost no 
time in setting forward with his whole expedition 
for Fort William, in the neighbourhood of which 
he arrived on the 11th of August. 

Fort William has already been mentioned as the 
general depot of the North-'Vest Company, 
where their stores and merchandize for the sup
ply of their followers, and of the Indians, and 
their returns of Furs, &c. from the Interipr are 
deposited. 



At this time, the beginning 01 August; tile 
usual business of the season was in actual pro
gress, and far from being completed. The win
tering Partners, who had been appointed by the 
General Meeting to the more remote Trading Sta.. 
tions in the Interior, had taken their departure, 
but the Partners appointed to take charge of the 
stations on the Red River, River Winnipic,· the 
communication from thence to Fort William, and 
all the stations in the vicinity of Lake Superior, 
still remained at the Fort, together with the out .. 
fits of nlerchandize, arms, and ammunition des. 
tined for the trade of their respective stations, 
and for the use of the Natives depending upon 
them for supplies. A considerable, and by far 
the most valuable part of the returns from the 
Interior, was also deposited at the ~'ort, in order 
to be sent down to l\lontreal for shipment to Eng
lund. This consisted of 600 packs of the finest 
}'urs, the value of which, if now in England, 
would be moderately estimated at 60,000l. ster· 
ling. . 

The Fort was under the direction of Mr. Wil .. 
limn M'Gillivray and Mr. Kenneth M'Kenzie, 
the Agents, as they are called, though they may 

be more properly de3cribed ~s Directors of the 
North-'Vest Company. The wintering Partners, 
already mentioned, were also in the Fort, toge
ther with the voyageurs, or wintering servants of 
the Company, who were to navigate the canoes 
carrying the supplies to the different Trading Sta-
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tiOriS, arid also the Montreal canoe-men, who were 
to carry down the Furs. 

Their numbers together must have exceeded 
aOO men, and the place, though not properly a 
Fort, hut merely a square of houses and stores, 
surrounded by a strong and lofty picket fence, 
contained an ample supply'of arms and arnmuni: 
tion, and was capable of' . considerable resistance. 

The whole proceedings of Lord Selkirk at Fort 
William are so extraordinary in themselves, as 
well as so momentous in their consequences to the 
North.West Company" that they require to be ' 
particularly detailed. 

On the 12th of August, his Lordsaip came into 
the ~iver Kaministigtiia with four canoes, atten
ded by a number of soldiers, and by his guard, 
wit,h .whom he encamped about 800 or goo yards 
above the Fort, on the opposite shore. 

Within two or tI:tree hours, eleven boats full 
of m~n, in the uniform of De Meuron's Regi
ment, came into the River, and were followed by 

. ., 
one bo;tt and two canoes loaded with arms and 
stores, &c. The troops immediately joined Lord 
Selkirk at his encampment. Cannon " .. ere landed, 
and drawn up, poi1lted to the .Fort, and balls were 
ready piled beside them, as prepar~d for a siege 
and bombardment. 

On the following day, two persons belonging 
to his Lordship'S suite, named l\i'Nabb and 
)i'Pherson, came to the Fort about three o'clock 

L 
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in the afternoon, and having without difficulty 
obtained admission, they arrested 1\1r. William 
l\I'Gillivray who immediately offered to' attend " , 
bis Lordship, and, utterly' unconscious of any 
O'found for charO'e, took, with him Mr. Kenneth 
b 0 

1\1 'Kenzie, and Dr. M'Laughlin, to give bail for 
him jf required. On embarking to cross over to 
his Lordship's encampment, they were guarded 
by above twenty soldiers, who had accompanied 
1\1 'Nabb and M'Pberson, and on their reach~ng 
the opposite shore, they were received by a party 
of the 37th regiment under arms, )vho conducteJ 
them to Lord Selkirk. 

Instead of being accepted as bail, Mr. M'Kell
zie anll Dr. -:M'Laughlin were told that they wele 
involved in the same charge with Mr. M'Gilli. 
yray, \yhich appeared to be some concern or par
ticipation imputed to them in the transactions at 
the Rpd River; and his Lordship stated, that all 
the Partners of the North-West Company, who 
had been at Fort William in the year 1814, when 
the appointment of 1\lr. DUllcan Cameron to their 
station in the Red River took place, were impli
cated in the alledged crimes. 

Any attempt at justification was of course use-
1e;,s; nor was any llecessary, for Lord Selkirk 
must at the mliment have been equally convinced 
~lS tb:y WEre themseln~s, not only of their inno
cence, but even their complete ignorance, of the 
transactions iLlputed to them as crimes. 
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~1ilitary possession was then taken of the Fort, 

as is particularly described in the Deposition of 
-Lieutenants Brumby and l\iisani*, given in the 
Appendiz, No. XX., and in the following Journal 
of Mr. Jasper Vandersluys, a very respectable 
person, who was employed as Book-keeper to the 
Agents of the North-West Company, and who, 
upon the arrest and removal of all the Partners, 
as detailed in the Journal, was left at Fort William 
in charge of their affairs . 

... Lieutenants Brumby and Misani, whose Deposition is abOloe referred to, 

are Officers of tlte late Regiment De Meuron, who obtained lea,oe of absence 

from General Sir Gordon Drummond, at the request of the North-West Com

pany, in order to enable them to \Oisit the Indian Country. Tl,Iis was partly 

intended to counteract the imprp.ssion which might be made on the Indians by 

seeing Lord Selkirk's body-guard aud military force; but chiefly in order to 

enahle these Gentlemen to see the real state of' the country, and to give a II 
impartial report of such occurrences as thry might "itlle~s. Their testimony, 

therefore, relative to the military outrages committed at Fort William, is ell

titled to particular attention, as coming from oMilitary Men, total~y unCOll

Jlected with either of the Partie.,:, 
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JOllmal q/OCCl/rreIiCCS itt Fort lVilliam, in the District '!f 
I,:t7mini-tiguia-, c011lmel/cii/,!; the "T.()eifth DaJJ qf August; Ont 
TllOusand 1.'/~·ht lIundrci. and Sixteen. 

Fort 1Villiam, 12th August, 1816. 

BETWEF.N ten and eleven this morning the 'Earl of Selkir~, 

accompanied by his body-guard, and others, came up the River 
Kanlinistiguia in four canoes. }Ie encamped about 800 or !tOO 
yards above t11e Fort, on the opposite shor'e. Between one and 
two P. M. he was followed by eleven or twt:1ve boats; each hav
ing from twelve to fifteen soldiers on board, ail armed, who en

camped about two hundred yards below the Earl. The rest of 

the day past quietly off, though I OOECl'v(d very great activi~y 
prevailing in their Camp. 

ISth Augu~t. 

The morning past very quietly, but I observed his Lordship's 

soldiery ~leaning and loading their muskets, and planting their 
cannon in the direction towards the Fort. In the afternoon, a~ 
about two or three o'clock, one M~Nabb came into the Fort, 
with a Warrant issued by the Earl, and took prisoner M"r. 
·Wiiliam l\l'Gillivray, ordering him to accompany him to 
I,ord Sc1kirl~'s Encampment. Mr. M'Gillivray immediately 
obeyed, and Mr. Kellneth ::\Iackenzie and Dr. John M'Laughlin 
accompanied hiIn to give bail. No one else in the Fort was in
formed of the circuml:itance, so that, seeing these Gen~lemen go 
over to Lord ~c1kirk, we all took it as a favourable sign of an 
arrangement between the Hudson's Bay and North West Com
pallies being about 1:0 take place; and we were proportionably 
the more surprizcd upon perceiving the result. Half an hour 
after these Gentlemen were gone, I heard a bugle horn. Two 
bIds, each 'with from twenty-five to thirty armed soldiers, were 
di.:;patche>d oy the E~rl of Selkirk, and landed in front of the 
Fort. They were pn'ceded by the said M'Kabb, and one 
M'Phcl'son (who had been appointed Constables by Lord SeJ-, 

I 

! 
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kjrk~, and who made prisoners of Messrs. John Macdonald, 
Alexander Mackenzie, Hugh M'Gillis, Simon Fraser, Alan 
l\1acdonell, and Daniel Mackenzie. Mr. John Macdonald re
quested the Constables to produce their Authority, and to exhibit 
~l;eir Warrant. It will hardly be believed, that this legal demand, 

. which the Earl of Selkirk now endeavours to hold out as a resist
ance to the execution of the Warrant, served as a signal for attack. 
Captain D'Orsonnens, the leader of these disbanded, intoxicated 
and almost Ul)controuled soldiers, cried out "aux annes aux 
armes I" and immediately the bugle was sounded, and an armed 
force of about sixty in number, with loaded muskets and fixed 
biyc.inets, rushed forcibly into the Fort, shouting, cursing and 
s\v"earing, and threatening death and destruction to all persons 
ana aU property. The soldiery were strongly countenanced in 
this 'by their officers, amongst whom the most conspicious was 
t.he aforesaid Captain D'Orsonnens, next Captain Matthey, 
Lieutenant Fauche, Lieutenant Graffenreith, and several more. 
They spread out their troops in every direction, driving the peace
able inhabitants of the Fort before them, and spreading terror and 
alarm amongst the women and children by their ]lideous shouts 
and exclamations. They placed two pieces of cannon in the 
centre of the Fod, and centinels in all quarters. All this while 
the abovementioned Gentlemen djd not offer the least resistance, 
but on the contrary, patiently submitted t(\) the outrageous and 
lawless condu'ct of their assailants; and they were then carried 
off to the Earl's Camp, guarded by an armed force. Had the 
least thought been entertained of making resistance, nothing 
would have been easier than to have done so, and to have exter
JI1inated the whole of Lord Selkirk's band; for at t~e time the 

Earl made his appearance, we mustered nearly three times the 
number of his people, and were provided with more than sufficient 
means of defence; but no such thing was ever contemplated or 
even mggested, in proof w11ereof, the sale, and even the usual 
distribution of liquor to the men, was positively forbidden. 

The Fill't was now left in disorder, and at the discretion of the 
intoxicated soldiery; and if no blood has been spilt on the occa
sion, neithel· Lord Selkirk nor his people have any claim to the 
credit of it. At about eight P. 1\1. our Gentlemen returned~ 
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having, as I understood, engaged to Lord Selkirk to go back the 
next day to his Camp, in order to u).1dergo an examination. I 
omitted to mention that, after our Gentlemen had been carried' 
off, 1\11'. lVl'Nabb, one Mr. Allan, (the Earl's medical attendant). 
accompanied by Captain D'Orsonnens another, proceeded to 
the Office of the North-VV"est Company, and there presented a 
". arrant addressed to the Chief Clerk, with orders to seal JIP all 
the paperil, which was complied with; after which they went into 
}\'fr. :\l'Gillivray's private room, where they did the same, and 
subsequently in the rooms of all the before-named Gentlemen. 

,rl:cn the Gentlemen returned, they expostulated upon the 
troops being left in the Fort, and insisted upon their being with~ 
dnwn; which was only partly complied with, and a guard of 
tWl'nty ::.oldiers was left loUlder the command of Lieutenant Graf
flllrcith. 

The g'llcl ;,] tl'ITo1', the unctrtainty as to what were the Earl's 
de~igns) and the acts of violence, and infringements of all right 
and la"." which had already been committed, made us all pass a 
llight of fear and anxiety. 

14th August. 
This morning Mr. ~;I'Gillivray desired me to draw up a Pro

tc:,t against the acts of violence committed yesterday; I had 
-only a quarter of an hour to do it in, and worded it briefly in the 
following tel-illS: 

"We the undersigned, Agents and Partners of the Xorth-\Vest 
H Company, being this day, the thirteenth of August, 1816, in a 

"body assembled at Fort William, in the district of Kaministi

,( !~ II itt, do hereby formally Protest again:"t the violent proceed

" j\1~S done and cc.:nmitted upon our persons and property, at 
- "the ahO'Vc mentioned place in the afternoon of the above

., mentioned llay, by a troop to the Humber of between fifty 
"and ~ixty disbul1llcd and intoxicated soldiers, formerly belong
" ing to the ltegimcnt of Dc .\It:W"on, arid at presc:1t in the ser
" \ic~ and r::Y of the Earl of ~c!k!r;~, headed by CJ.ptair: D'Or
" >llllllCI,;:; and Lieutt::na~t Fauche, and afterwards joined by 
" Cuptain Matthey a:1d Lieutenant Grafi'enr;::ith, who Lorcibly 
"cntL:ring the Fort Gate, ~Tread out their trot1ps in every direc
c. ticn h~\'ip.3" their bayonets fixed, and s:lullt'ng a most horri) 
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" huzza! which spread a general terror amengst the inhabitan~ 
cc of the Fort: after which they placed two pieces of cannon in 
., the centre of the Fort, arid centinels in all quarters, and pro

., ceeded by order of the Earl of Selkirk, with armed foree, hav
" ing then one Mr. Allan, Doctor to his Lordship, at their head, 
,,'to sea\ up the papers and desks in the North-y.,T est Company~s 
" Office, and then those of the private rooms of the Agents. 

" We therefore do most solemnly Protest against these acts 
" of violence, and against all those whom it way concern. 

(Signed) "Wl\f. M'GILLIVRAY. 
"KENNETH MACKE.,ZU:. 
"JOHN MACDONALD. 

" SIMON FRASER. 
Ct ALLAN MACDONELL. 

"JOHN M'LAUGHLIN. 

" HUGH M'GILLIS. 
,~ DANIEL l\'IACKENZIE:' 

In contormity with their engagement to Lord Selkirk last 
9ight, our G~ntlemen were preparing to embark in order to pro

ceed to his Lordship's Camp, when a strong reinforcement of 
troops arrived from the other ,side, headed by Captain Matthey. 
with the intelligence lJlat the E"arl would soon be at the Fort; 
and in about half an hour af~rwards he made his appearance with 
Ris body-guard>¥:, and immediately entered the Hall in the ::\les8-
house. Mr. MCGillivray handed to the Earl the abm"e-mentioned 
Protest, which he read. An armed force ( of the :)7th regiment) 
was stationed both within aml'without l~OOl':3. The Earl enquired 
who were the Clerks in cllarge of the concern in the absence of 
the Proprietors. Jamc5 M'Tavish and myseKwere r,amed, which 
the Earl approved of. His Lordship went with l\1'Tavish into 
the Office, was in close conversation there with his Surgeon and 
Captain D'Orsonnens, whence he went into oMr. MCGillivray's 
room, and thence to the different rooms of all the Proprietors, 
in ordt!r to examine the seals put on yesterday; after which he 
was in a long and close conversation in the Court-yard ofOthe 

• ('onsistillg of the NOD-coml'li,sioned Officer antI men of the 3ith re~~i-

1111'111, graPlPd h~ Gelll'ral Wilsou)ar hj.Y Lordli!.ip'., }JI'u"'clion. 
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kort, He returned, and ordered all the Partners to be cIosel; 
confined in their rooms. He took up a room himself in· the 

Mess·house. Mrp M'Gillivray represented to him, that ~t was 

necessary the Clerks should proceed in their regular b~s~ess" 
and that therefore the seals bhould be taken from off their de~q, 

and the centents examined. His Lordship answered, that there 
were things of the utmost importance to be settled fir&t, and then 
placed centineJs with fixed bayonets before the doors of all the 
Partners. The Earl applied to me to give him an explanation of 
the various buildings in the Fort; but I told him it was out of 
my power, as I was a stranger myself. He went round to take 
a full view of the Fort. I followed him. One Chatelain met 

him, and took him aside. He returned into the Fort, and a 
heavy shower of rain falling, I took hiln into Dr. l\:l'Laugh .. 
lin's house for shelter. His Lordship was very inquisitive, 

enquiring the number of cattle, the produce of the harvest, 

/Xc. After the rain he went to his room in the Mess"house, with 

Captain D'Orsonnens, Captain Matthey, and his Surg~on, who 
in all respects seem to be his chief agents, and principal confi· 
dants. He came out and asked me to go for Mr. M'Tavish, who 
came, and complied with his Lordship's request in explaining the 
use and contents of all the buildings in the Fort. The bell rung 
for dinner. The prisoners received their dinners in their rooms. 
During dinDer, Lord Selkirk and his party were very busy about 
the Fort, and carried off about eighty guns belonging to the 
North-West COIllpany. An order was then issued to an our men 
to carryall their canoes into the Fort, and break up their Camp, 
no one being allowed to encamp or remain any longer on this side 
the river. His Lordship asked me if I knew the Proprietors who 
were under confinement. I answered in the affirmative. He 
told me it wa& necessary they should all be placl'll in one house, 
an'.! pointed out the 'Wintering-house, to the right of the Mess
house, as one that would answer tIus purpose. He wanted me to 
accompany his constable, M'Nabb, to get tIle Gentlemen toge
ther, and convey them to their new prison. I took the liberty 
to observe to his Lor~ship, that I should find it rather a difficult 
ta~k to act in concert with his cOI\Stnblc ngainst my EmployerE? 
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t • ." 

Itndoegged to be excused accepting such a degrading office. His 

Lo'rdship said he had plenty of people of his own to perform 
this dlity, but that perhaps they would do it in a less delicate 
manner. I answered his Lordship, that as for that, I had not 
the least doubt, but could not possibly compI) with his request~ 
Soon after I saw John Macdonald conducteo by an armed force 
from his own room into the 'Vintering-house; Allan Macdonell 
was conducted thIther in the same manner, and a few moments 

after, I had the mortification to see Mr. l\'l'Gillivray turned out 
Of his private room with his luggage, anel carried away dsa. 
guatded by an armed force with fixed bayonets, to the \Vinter
ing-house~ The Mess-house being now cleared of all our Gen
tlemen, I went in, and found a persoll of the name of Lorimier, 
one Chatelain, and the well-known Williamson, all three Agents 
to his Lordship, regaling themselves in the larder. After thii a 
new"" arrant was issued for searching the private rooms of ti;le 

Gentlemen who were ill prison, and to seize all arms, under the 
frivolous pretext, that information had been given that a qU:lnt;ty 

of papers had been burnt the night before, and a n:umber of arms 
concealed~ I accompanied the searchers to every room. J oIm 
Macdonald's room being locked, was forcibly broke open "ith 
an axe by Mr. Allan; Mr. M'Nabb, and Captain D'Ursonnens. 
The search, sealing of papers and trunks, seizute of arms, &c. 
lasted till past twelve o'clock at nigtlt; 

These articles were all sealed in my pre3ence, and next to the 
Earl's seal i put mine. They were carrieo to his Lordship's 
apartment in the Mess-house. 

An order was this evening issued in the Earl's name, that 

after nine, no one should app~ar out of doors under any pretext 

'Whatever. 
A printed pap'er has been p'osted up at the gate of the Fort,' 

signed by some Montrtal Advocates, and purporting to (ontain 

the Opi'Iliorl of those Gentlemen, relative to the Hudson's Bay 
Charter, but which in fact consists of nothing but the denuncia
tion of punishment against all who shall oppose the measures 
the Earl of Selkirk may think proper to adopt, as Justice of the 

Peace. 
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15th August. 

One of our men having been out fishing, returned this morning 
with a load of fish, which was imm~diately seized, and distributed 

among his Lordship's people. Orders have been issued to stop 

the regular cours~ of business in the Fort, and m;ithcr Clerks, 

?.Jechanics, nor any others are permitted to do their daily bu

~Il1css. The g-r':dtest consternation prevails amongst all our 
people. The Gentlemen prisoners mentiont:d ycstt'rday, are 

all still more closely confined, and all access to them is 

most stridiy prohibited. The whole of his Lordship's people 

arc now encamped in front of the Fort, and our people were 

driven last nigltt from their grounds to the opposite shore, 
which being but ill cleared cf wood, and swampy, affords them 

:t very wretched place of encampment amongst the stumps and 

bushes. 'Vhenever they have occasion to corne to receive their 

victuals, an orJcr must firs' be given by one of the officers of 

these dise"nJed soldiers to the centinel, who then allows them 

to p~t'!I, and go into the Fort to receive their victuals. The most 

abujn: language towards us is made use of by the soldiers, who 

all appear to be thirsting for an opportunity to gratify their 
wishes for tumult and bloodshed. I do not know whether this 

disposition i~ sanctioned by the Earl, and should rather doubt it, 
but it is evident they are entirely und~r his command and con

troul. Two loaded pieces of artillery are placed at the entrance 

of the Fort, and command the opposite ~hore, to keep the people 

there in awe. Blondin, the guide, was with his men working 
in the canoe-yard: no sooner had one of his Lordship's officers 
got information of it, than they were turned out of the Fort. 

About ten o'clock A. M. the Earl proceeded to examine the 
prisoners, on ",ho';c behalf Lieutenant ~1isani, Lieutenant Drum

hy. ;!nd Captain i\Iattllcy. were nominated as :'tlembers of the 

Court; and on the Earl's behalf M'Kabb, I ... orimier and another, 

name unklllJ,,"n; Dr. Allan and lUr. Spencer acted as Secreta

ric·;, and it is ,wrthy of observation, that :\lr. Spencer is a priso

ner. and to b.::- tried before the C~urt in Montreal next month. 
The (;xalllim,tion la~tcd till about seven in the evening without 

interruption. Daniel MackC:llzie's examination was postroned 
till to morrow. The evening passed quietly. 
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16th August. 

This morning the Captain of the guard told old l\Ir. Landriau, 
that he had heard in the night a noise like the breaking Open of 
a padlock. Many such falsehoods are maliciously spread abroad, 
in order to veil the illegality of Lord Selkirk's proceedings. A 
few moments before breakfast time a party of six arrrJed men 

was ordered out, under the command of Captain D'Orsonllen~, 
(well worthy of such expeditions) : they marched off at a quick 

pace, and I followed them, anxious to know what their object 
was. They appeared to be in search of one of our men, and in 

fact I saw Pierre Bonza dragged out of his hut: the soldiers all 
the while cursing and swearing, and uttering the most abusive 

language, to a man who m_ade no resistance, and gave himself 
up as prisoner. On th's occasion, even the leader of the party, 
Captain D'Orsonnens, did not scruple to make use of expressions 
unbecoming a gentleman. They afterwards proceeded to arrest 
one Brisebois, guide to the North-West Company, who \\as 

treated in the same manner. 
At a meeting of the Clerks after breakfast this morning-, the 

following representations were agreed upon to be laid before 
Lord Selkirk; in conformity with which, Mr. IVI'Tavish and 
myself waited upon his Lordship, whose answers nrc annexed: 

~'Whether the necessary " He will allow three or four 
" hands will be allowed to as- " hands, provided their name.> 
" sist in taking inventories of 
" the goods and property on 
" hand in the Fort?" 

"That the lately arrived 

" Furs in the pack-store, being 
Ie wet and damaged, require a 

"sufficient number of men to 
"provide-against any further 

" damages." 
"That the fences around 

"the fields have been ~arri€d 

" off, and the gate of one of 
;, the fields in which part of the 

" are given in, alld that it 6;)('s 

"not take too many days." 

" Allowed six hands for this 
"purpose, provided their namCi 
" are given in." 

This was entered into, but 

the ivestigation eIlHlcd. 
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"cltti: was inclosed broke 
" open;' 

" That the hoy in the fields is 
"rotting, in con8cqqence of the 

" l' :':0ph: being stopped from 
ce th~':r :,"ork," 

" Granted somd hands, pru
" vided a list be given of their 

" names." 

;:;t.:veral flt]lC!" representations were made, arising from the ge
neral co ,[m;;on, but on the whole his Lordship evaded thegreat-:
cst part of our que~ti(lns and complaints, and referred us to his 
officers in command, who, as he plainly said, }Vere better accus
tomed to nJ['tters of vigilance and precaution than he was him
self; but that h.! "",,\1<1 sanction every thing they decided upon. 
After we had left his Lordship we applic(l to the officers in com

malld, and t lll.:sc gentlemen in their turn, evaded our application. 
with the answer" that they were not vested with sdficient au
thority, but would put i"to e.xcculion any commands of the Earl. 

I-I;.\'in.~ therefore IlHlturely censidc;rcd the present state of mat
icrs, we this afternoon addressed the followjne: Letter to the Earl: , 0 , 

" To the Ribht Ron. the Earl rif Selkirk. 

MY LORD, 

(C \\~hereas the circumstanc es occurred at this place have oc~ 
" c:lsioned a general ~tand in the regular course of the North
" \Y tA Comptll1y's trade, aml we having been appointed as chief 
<, :Managcrs of the Concern, during the absence cf the Agents 
"and Proprietors, we think it an imperative duty on our part t () 
" address your Lordship on the subject • 

. , Our outfits for the Intel'i(n' have only partly been provided 
c, fOl', \\-e therefore, on the present occasion, re'luest that your 
" Lonlship will be pleased to give the necessary orders, that 
" the dispatches ul' such merchandize as is required for the In
"dian tl;'.l;~') may not be interrupted • 

. , The season being alre.iJy far advanced, it is of the most 
" la"gent nec€s~ity that our :\Iontreal canoes should be sent off 
,. with the Furs and Peltries ~t present in store, in consequence 
" of whit:h we also request your Lordsbip's authority for the 
" purpose. 
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" And as it appears that the whole of the transactions of thi~ 

" place have been brought to a stand, which in a very shor~ 
" time may cause an unaccountable confusion, we also apply t~ 
"your Lordship for redress in this. " 

"A~d as your Lordship's severe precautions induce us to think 
"that some illicit measures are suspected from US; or those 

"under us, we beg leave to assure/your Lordship, that what· 
" ever may be reported on this subject, is utterly false and un· 
"founded : That on the contrary, we have used, and shall con· 
"tinue to do so, all our exertions against any infringement of 
cc the public tranquillity, which on the present occasion is of 
" liuch high importance. 

"We aloe, 

"My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's humble and obedient Servants. 

( Signed) "J. C. M'TAVISH. 
"J. V ANDERSLUYS." 

Nothing further remarkable occurred this day. The Earl has 
been occupied for the greatest part of the day by himself. Daniel 
Mackenzie's examination, which was expected to have taken 
place to day, has again been postponed. I cannot account for 
the reasons of this delay. Besides the two prisoners arrested 
this morning, seven more have been taken, viz. Antoine Goune
"ilIe, Louis Pereau, Joseph Demarrais, Philibert La Deroute, 
Augustin Le Vigne, Joseph Landry, and Supplice La Pointe dit 
Desautel.-The two last-mentioned men went into A thabasca last 
year for the Hudson's Bay Company, and owe their lives to the 
N orth:-West Company, eighteen of their people having perished 

with hunger. J\. deposition by them to this effect is on record. 

17th August. 
At about teft o'clock Jast night, his Lordship let us know that 

he wanted a list of all the men on the ground before he went t() 
bed, and that without this document it was impossible for him 

to amjwer our letter. ,\~ e immediately consulted on this, and 

made out ahd handed his Lordship the Jist just as he was going 
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to bed. This morning at half past four, we were waked by 
M'Nabb, who brought a message from the Earl, that he wanted 
to see M'Tavish. H~ ~nformed him that he intended to send off 
twelve gentlemen to Montreal, and ordered MCTavish to get 
three canoes ready for that purpose. His Lordship would not 
mention their names. The men intended to conduct the canoes 

are alse kept secret. 
"Walking out of the Fort before breakfast this morning, the 

Earl addressed me, and said I must not be surprized that "110 

ru.sw('r h'~d as yet been given to our Letter of yesterday, as the 
inc~;;Y~nicnce which the North-"Yest Company's trade had been 
PL: f td, must not impede the execution of the law. I observed 
to his Lonl.;hip, that our present situation involved us in great 
r':-pcn,,;b;lity, and that therefore, I had no doubt his Lordship 
wO'_lld fMolur us with a few line:;; in answer to our Letter, whicb 
Le promi::,cd to do. Aft'2r bi"eakfast I addressed the Earl for the 
purpose of having a seal removed from one of my drawers in the 
Office, which he complied with, and deputed M'Nabb and Dr. 
Allan to attend. Th~·y seized some papcra of no value, and 
Ecaled them; but I mu::;t not omit to mention, that this bundl~ 

contains a Deposition if one Nolin, Clerk to the HutUon's Bay 
Company, written and signed by himself, in 'l.c/tich, a1ll01",gst 

other t1tings, lie declares, that at the late a,ction at Red Ric"a, 

the Colonists, headed h,Y Afr. Semple, trere the aggressors and 

first assailants; and that the Half-breeds declared they would 
not permit any Settlers on their grounds, but would admit as 
many Trader" as chose V> comc. This bundle was marked, 
sealed, and signed by me on the outside, as containing such a 
document. It was put by along with the other papers seized 
Lefore. 

Finding that, notwithstanding Lord Sdkirk's promise to answer 
onr llttcr, no reply had yet been matle, we addressed his Lord .. 
sLl) :1gain in the afternoon, :.lS follows: 

" To tlie Rig1d HOll. tlle Earl qf ~el!..irk. 

(. MY ~f)nD, 

c; Ih;~":rri!:2 to the Letter ",hich we had the honour to address 
,; ~v you yc~terday, we are extremely sorry to find, that until this 
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"moment we have not been favoured with a reply __ 'Ve therefor, 
H take the liberty to represent again to your Lordship, the urgency 
cc of sending offboth our Montreal and N olth Brigades, and with
" out appealing to the promise your Lordship has verbally made 
"to us, not to interfere with the regular course of the North
" West ~ompany's trade, we cannot pass unnoticed, that we 

" cannot be answerable for any prejudicial consequences which 
", may arise from such a stoppage. _ 

" Being this roorning informed by your Lordship's verbal 
"communications, that it was intended that twelve passtngers 
" should go to Montreal to-morrow, we request your Lord~hip 
" will let us know, whether the canoes are to be manned by your 
" Lordship's or the N orth-West people? In the iatter case, we 
"shall give orders that t~e number required may be ready at 
N such an hour as your Lordship may appoint. 

"We are, 
"My Lord, 

" Your Lordship'S humble and obedient Servants, 

(Si'gned) "J. C. M'TAVISH. 
"J. VANDERSLUYS." 

Every thing 11ere is industriously kept secret, and although 
the soldiery behave now somewhat better than at first, yet it is 
very irksome, and repugnant to us to be under military and arbi
trary orders. It would seem as if our al:sailants were corrupting 
our men in order to bring false accusations against some indivi
duals. 'This was tried with a view to inculpate Mr. M'Gillis and 

,)1r. Harrisoil, who were bOlh ac.cllsed, without any foundation, 
by a wretch of an Iroquois, who probably had been bribed for 
the purpose, of having distributed arms amongst the Canadians 
the day the Fort was attacked. These and the like schemes are 
put in practice, and if we could see into their private plotti~gs, 

it would soon be apparent that the Earl's pursuits are differen~ 

from what he pretends they are. 

lSt!l A uo-ust. 

Thiji day has been a very busy on~. The whole of the morn-
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nlg was occupied in getting ready the prisOners' baggag~. We 
bad not recei-ved any answer to our Letters of the preceding 

days, and were thus quite in the dark how to act. We spoke to 
his Lordship, who foolishly enough observed, that he thought it 

was very ridiculous to be writing to a person who was at a dis~ 

tance of no more than two hundred yards. It is very evident; 

he said this with an intention to evade our legal demands~ He 

appointed the Iroquois, as the people to conduct the canoes. 
We made out a list of the'm, and as a proof of the rualice and 
suspicion of'Lord Selkirk's Agents, even in the most trifliog mat
ters, oile Lorimier observed, that the c,rews consisted chiefly of 
children, as if it were done on purpose.' 

After dinner, the fatal order for the depariUl~e of the prisoners 
~as given Their baggage was brought out of the Fort, a,nd ex
posed on the wharf. Before the Gentlemen embarked, they were 
condemned to pass through a ceremony, which may in itself be 
considered a most cruel punishment. They were, one after the 
other, carried from their prison to his Lordship's tent, which had 
been emptied for the purpose, and here their baggage was open': 
ed, rummaged, and strictly searched. Some papers, which, when 
the first search took place, were said to be of no consequence, 
their testamentary dispositions, and their money, was taken from 
them without mercy, and under the smiles of Capt. D'Orsonnens: 
Mr. Spencer and Archibald Macdonald were two very active 
parties in this abominable ceremony; after which, tWo soldiers 
were ordered to search their persons. One of them I saw, had the 
impudence to put. hi~ hands into the pocket of Dr. M'Laughlin's 
trowsers. Mr. M'GiHivray, I observed, suft'tred very mud. from 
such harsh treatment, which was aggrav!:lted by Lord Selhrk re. 

fusing to let his O'lW servant go 'luith him. After this, they went 
off in three canoes, and a fourth with soldiers followed. A II our 
brave and faithful meu, who were spectators of their departure. 
'Were sile}lt as the grave! Not from awe of Lord Selkirk's over
whelming power, or of his military precautions and martial law, 
but from the natural feelings of their hearts, from the unaltered 
respect they bore for their masters, and from the remembrance 
,)f their killdn~SJ. Some of these faithful men were not able to 
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"":1 saw an Indian weep ! ~ 
- The Earl's plans and views cannot now be a secret any longer 

and the whole of his conduct makes me entertain very serious . 
apprehensions as to the safety of our property, for I anticipate 
that the whole will be seiZ'ed upon, if not made away with. 

Daniel Mackenzie"s examination has not yet taken place: this 
is the seventh day of his confinement, and moreover, he is the 
only one of the prisoners kept here. 

19th August. 
At length the Earl's projects and views, so long disguised, be

gin to discover themselves. It appears, he has only waited for 
the absence of our gentlemen, to unmask himself, and put his 
plans in execution. We sent him a message this morning, re

questing an interview. It was gran~ed. We represented the 
urgent necessity of sending off our canoes for Montreal and the 
Interior. His Lordship pretended that he could not authorize 
this without being provided with an invoice of the goods intend
ed for the Interior; and, although we were convinced he had 

no right to ask such a thing, yet w~ complied with it, not in 
consideration of his person, nor through a servile obedience to 
his unlawful demands, but for the benefit of the N orth-\Vest 

, Company's trade, and in order- to ensure the utmost dispatch. 
When he was in possession of the invoice, he demanded to see 
the goods. We took this as a favourable omen, and expected 
that our entreaties would no longer be laughed. at, but ultimate
ly complied with. In thts, however, as well as in all he did, he 
acted hypocritically; and this is the man who boasts of the pro
tection he has afforded the North-West Company's property, by 
not suffering his soldiers to pillage. I conducted him through 
all the Dry Goods Stores. He evinced the greatest curiosity in 
examining every bit of paper that met his eye. At last he 
found a book on one of the shelves, upon opening which, he 
found an account under the title of Shop. He enquired the 
meaning of this, which I explained to him. He then enquired 
whether, if his people wanted any articles, they would be fur
nished? I answered, that as far as regarded a few articles 
which he might personally stand in need of, they would not be 

N 
\ 
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refused; but as for his soldiers, it was impossible to do so. He 
a~ked me for the tariff. I told him, I could not justify it to 
my:£df to (·ivc it.-" But," said he, "there may be some ar-• t> 

"ticks which may not be thought of, and be remembered 
" when I see the tariff:' Here, however, his Lordship's cun

ning was too nident. I told him, that for that purpose I 
would show the goods to him. He asked me whether I 
would refuse the gentlemen who were with him, to let them 
have some articles? I asked his Lordship whether he would 
guarantee the payment? He said he would for one Spencer, 
but fOT none else. I remarked to his Lordship, that when 

'the master declin~s to be answerable for his servants, it could 
not reasonably be expected that a person entirely unconnected 
with them should be so. After having gone through all the 

stores, I pressed for his early decision with regard to the dis
patch of the goods; and, in fact, in his deceiving way of 
speaking, he gave me some faint hopes. After this we applied 
for the removal of the seals, which were still on our desks in 
the Office, which was done, anll a bundle of papers taken out 
and sealed. After dinne~ we proceeded to repack the trunks 
and papers seized and sealed on the 14th instant and follow
ing days, in order to make them more convenient to be sent 
off. I assisted: and, as in the confusion of the first night, va
rious seals had been put on, I now marked and numbered all 
the pared", and sealed them with the}; orth \,\T cst Company's 
seal. There were twenty parcels in all, ,,;hich were packed in 
a box. This business being over, I went to the Office, and 
there, to my great sUl"prize, found tl1f.~ constables, M' Nabb, 
and :'II' Pherson, who had got possession of "the keys of all the 
stores and warehouses, and were ready to march off with them, 
I enquired. into this extraordinary circumstance, and was told 
that they had Eeized the keys in virtue if a Search-warrant 

i.,.\I!t'(Z u:; tlte Earl if Stlki rl.:. I demanded to see this \Yar

rant, which was very reluctantly complied with. \Yhen I had 

pcrased it, I observed to the constables, that they had acted 

contrary to the tenor of the 'vVarraht, and that I therefore pro

t.ested against the illegal taking pOl>session of the keys, and 
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against their postponing the search tm next day. That the 
Warrant very distinctly stated, that the constables should enter 
in the day time into the North-West Company's houses and 
warehouses, and there search, ~c. But that the \Varrant by 
no means authorized them to seize the keys of those buildings 
in the middle of the day, and carry them off, because we had 
been stupid enough to suffer such lawless acts without remon· 
itrating. That I insisted, therefore, on the keys being imme· 
diately returned, and as those of the provision stores were still 
in my possession, I resolutely refused to give them up, and 
declared I should hold those who had the superintendance of 
those stores, answerable for the consequences, in case they 
gave way to the illegal demands of the constables. l\Iacphcr. 
son then went for the Ear], who came in a f;reat passion, en
quiring who had opposed those keys being put into the custody 
of his constables. I came forward, and told him it was I, and 

that as long as I remained in charge of the North-\Vei!'t Com

pany's Concern, I would never sanction any such illegal actions; 

that I did not by any means, intend to oppose the execution of 
legal \Varrants, or obstmct the legal measures adopted by him, 
in his capacity as a Magistrate, but that, at the same time, my 
duty was imperative, and that as long as I had the power, I 
would stand forward to protect the property entrusted to my 
care, against any illegal attack. The Earl then frivolously 
pretended that thig 'Varrant could have no effe"£t without his 
being in possession of all the keys; adding, that he had studied 
the laws of his country too well, not to know them better than 
o foreigner. I observed to his Lonhihip, th:1t my being a fo· 
reigner had nevel' been any thing age&illst mc, in the eye of 
every man of sense, and that I certainly confessed I was not 

lawyer enough to explain in how far he .could in this case, anrl 
upon this 'Varrant, extend his authority, but that nothing could 
be plainer, than that an order to enter in the da,lJ time into a 

certain place, and there to search for certain goods, could not 
be explained to mean to seize all the l~lj.~ rif suc1t places, and 
carry them Wf. He threatened, that if th.~ keys Wt'l'e not il11-
mediately given up, he would force them from me by military 
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coercion. I told him that they should not be put in his pO.
session till he did so, a~d I insisted upon the Warrant being 
put in execution without delay; that it was full day-light (half
past four P. M.) and that I was ready to give his constables 
access to any place they might desire to search. My deter
mination had the desired effect: his Lordship lowered his tone, 
and we proceeded to the examination of the provision stores. 
where none of the goods sought after were found, and the 
keys of those buildings remained in our possession. It beini 
now too late to search the other buildings, I agreed with the 
constabks, that all the keys should remain this night in my 
possession, locked up in a box, of which they should keep the 
key, which was done accordingly; and that we should go on 
to-morrow morning at six o'clock. 
Amongst other representations made this morning to the 

Earl, we told him that if our men remained eight days longer 
on the ground, we should be short of provisions ; and that our 
fisherman being prevented from pursuing his avocatiolJ, this 
alsa very much contributed to diminish the stock of provisions 
on hand; but as usual, our remonstrances had no effect, and no 
notice was taken of them. 

The Earl now occupies two rooms in the mess-bouse. Two 
soldiers, with fixed bayonets, are stationed in the hall when we 
take om meals. 

, 

Daniel Mackinzie is not yet examined: this is lhe ninth day 
of his impriionment. 

20th August. 

Before six this morning, we proceeded to search for the 
$tolen furs'*' at Brandon-house, as the 'Varrant expresses it. 
We began with the Dry Good Stores, and no furs being found 
thrre, the keys were aelivered up to me, according to what, 
had been agreed last night with the Earl. Upon entering the 
F U l' Store, they found a vast quantity of peltries, some packed 
antl others Dot. They saw the difficulty of their enterprise, 

• Tilese were the furs stated before to have been tAken on tIw 1911. 
)lay. See page 60. 
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ad in order to put it off, to kill time, and to throw the 
North-'West Company's Concerns more and more into confu
sion, new and arbitrary orders were issued by Lord Selkirk, to 

search the stores over again which had just been gone through, 
under the provoking pretext, that furs, papers, or other ar
ticles might be concealed in the bales of d~y goods. I how

ever refused to admit them again, as they had once already, 
in their capacity as constables, declared that they were satis
fied the objects of their search :were not there. This was re
ported to the Earl, and as Ius Lmodship thinks nothing 0/ 
issuing Warrants to the first who applies for them, afresh one 
was imnzediatel!J1ltade out, 'which 'Was presented to me bifore it 
was dry; tbis arbitrary document was of the same tenor as the 
~me mentioned before, only with the addition of the words, 
tc and various articles." 

It certainly required more than a common stock of patience 
to submit t8 such a number of wilful provocations; especially 
where it was evident they originated in intere:.ted motives, the 
spirit of retaliation, and the criminal object they had ira view, 
of the total destruction of our trade, and where too they were 
backed by a ferocious band of lawless soldiery, with arms and 

artillerJ; where too these illegal acts were all committeu under 

the pretence of Law, and where the only acting Magistrate was 
at once our violent oppressor, and our interesteu rival in trade. 
Though but little acquainted with the British Laws, I cannot 
allow myself to think they can in any way sanction Lord 
Selkirk's conduct. And I cannot help remarking here, that at 
the time of the French Invasion of my own country, I wit
nessed much injustice, and a defiance of law and morality, 
with all the evils accruing to a country overrun by a de
bauched and ferocious militarY,horde, yet I saw no injustice ~t> 
glaring as what was committed by the Earl of Selkirk and his 

agents here. 
I have just this moment returned from one of the 'Ware

houses, where they are searching, as tIleY call it, for paprrs or 

arms in suspicious places, but where they arc t'ommitting acts 
which would make a French DOllania Llush; and all this 
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authorized, instigated, and ordered by a man, vested with the 
dignity of a Magistrate, and who has the honour of being a 
Peer of the Realm of Great Britain. They are cutting open 
bales packed ready for embarkation, and where it is most 
clearly evident that nothing they are searching for can be con· 
cealed. Certainly their warrant does not authorize them to 
take inventories of the contents, in order to promote Lord 
Selkirk's mercantile views, to turn every thing upside down, 
and to leave in a confused heap, what had cost many a day's 
labour to get ready and pack up. I have remonstrated 
against their conduct, but they laugh at m~. The presence of 
Lord Selkirk with his troops, and the absence of all law ana 
right, support them in this behaviour. Capt. Matthey, and 
M'Pherson the constable, were the actors in this disgraceful • 

.scene. 
At about one o'clock P. M. Mr. John 3I'Gillivray arrived 

from the interior, in company with Archibald M'Gillivray ami 
"'illiam Henry. They had scarcely entered the gate when 
they were stopped, and about five minutes after a Warrant 
\Va., served, and John M'Gillivray taken prisoner, confined, 
and all access to, and communication with him forbidden. 
Archibald M'Gillivray and William Henry are clerks to the 
N orth-\Vest Company. 

At length Daniel MaCkenzie has undergone an exanination, 
and was committed to the gaol where the common men are 
confined. 

A circumstance which cannot be passed .unnoticed, and 
which shows no small degree of effrontery and impudence, 
is, that when we had complied with Lord Selkirk's request to 
gi\'e up a few rooms for some sick people and women, as we 
were told, the weather being very bad and cold, and these 
rooms were occupied accordingly; yet now these same 
sick people and women are having a dance in one of these 
rooms, with music, singing, and other annoyances to the 
peaceable and lawful inhabitants of the Fort. 

The ~entlemen who arrived this morning, as before-men. 

honed J are deprived of their baggage, whi~h has been locked 
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up by the Earl's orders, probably to be examined. But why 
put this off till another day, and keep these persons, just ar
ri~~d irom a long voyage, from their clean linen and other 
comforts, just to. suit the convenience ~f Lo.rd Selkirk and his 
co.nstables ? 

Mr. Tait, who. has the superintendance o.f the buildings, &c •. 
in the Fo.rt, represented this mo.rning to. his Lo.rdship, that his 
so.ldiers had carried o.ft' and burnt a great part o.f the pickets 
and fences. Lo.rd Selkirk replied, that it was what might na· 
IIU"ally he expected, 'LIchen tltey We1"e not supplied ttitTtfllel ! 

21st Allgllst. 

I went to. see the Earl this mo.rning, and mentio.ned to. him 
that the dry go.ods sto.res had been searched a second. time, so. 
that there co.uld nDt be any IDnger any Dbstacle to. sending oft' 
Dur gODds ; but as usual, new pretexts, and new difficulties 
were started, and in cDnsequence Df this we sent him this 
afternoDn at fDur o'clock the fDllDwing PrDtest. 

" \Ve the undersigned, being duly appDinted by William 
" M'Gillivray and Kenneth Mackenzie, Esqrs. Agents for the 
" No.rth-West Co.mpany, to. superintend, direct, and govern their 
"concerns during their and the ProprietDrs Df th~ said CDIU
" pany's absence, and having repeatedly represented to the Right 
" HDnDurable the Earl of Selkirk, at present the Dnly acting 
" Magistrate at this place, as well by word Df mouth as in writing, 

" that it 'is Df the mDst urgest necessity that the forwarding Df 

(( the gDDds and merchandize, prepared, baled, packed, and 
" ready at this place, for variDus quarters Dfthe Indian CDuntry, 
" and solely intended fDr the supply of the Indian or Fur Trade, 
" shDuld nDt be obstructed, impeded, nor retarded ; as also that 
" the Furs and Peltries, at present stored here in the N Drth
" West CDmpany's warehouses, should forthwith, and withDut 
" any delay, be sent off fo.r MDntreal, and that in cDnsequence 
H Df this, and fDr this purpose only, the necessary wDrkmen, who. 

"by notarial agreements are in the service and pay Df the 
cc NDrth-\Vest CDmpany, shDuld nDt be prevented nDr hindered 
"from fulfilling the duty required of them ; and whereas the 
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,~ said Right Honourable the Earl of Selkirk has hitherto, 
" through various Warrants in his name issued, caused the above 

" representations to be without effect, and also caused a perni. 

C, cious delay in the regular course of the },orth-West Com. 

" pany's trade; and whereas the afore-mentioned Warrants have 

" everyone of them been put into execution, and thoroughly 

" carried into effect, in as far as regards the goods and mel'. 

I' chandize designed for the Interior, or Indian Country, and the 
" execution of the said Warrants, in regard to the :Furs and Pel. 
" tries afore&aid, and de&igned for Montreal, been postponed 

" without any legal reason assigned; we th~ undersigned Super
"intendents, Ilnd Managers of the North-West Company's 

" Concerns, do therefore jointly and severally, in the name and 

" behalf of the Proprietors, mo.;t formally and solemnly Pro
" test against the detention of the North-'Vest Company's goods 
" and merchandize, and the obstruction put to their regular 
(, trade. and also against all those whom it may concern. 

" Done at Fort William, in the district of Kaministiguia, 
" tIllS 21st day of August, in the year of our Lord 1816." 

(Signed) "J. C. M'TAVISH, (L. S.) 
" J. V ANDERSLUYS, (L. S.) 

" Signed, sealed, and deli-
" vcred, in the presence of 

(Signed) " ROBERT M'RoEE, 
" ROBERT COWUi:." 

I offered this morning bail for Daniel Mackenzie, which 
was refused. 

22nd August. 
Early thi3 morning, before day-light, I believe, a canoe ar .. 

rived with dispatches from Montreal for the Company. They 
were taken from the guide, and put into the custody of a sol

(tier of the 3ith regiment. \-Yhen I was informed of this, I 
addressed the Earl of Selkirk as follows : 

" To the I>;.ht Hon. the Earl qf Selkirk, Justice if the Peace. 
" :\TY LORD, 

" 'Vherca, a canoe arrived this morning from Montreal, with 
" disr\tcb·~ [')r the North-". est Company, and which have becIl 



91 
,t taken by Captain Matthey _ from the bearer of them, and 
" placed under the charge of a celltinel; we take the liberty to 
" apply to your Lordship, in order to know the reason of such 
" proceeding, and to have the aforesaid dispatches delivered up 
" to us. 

"We are, 
"My Lord, 

" Your Lordship's humble and obedient Servants, 

( Signed) "J. Co' M'TA VISH. 
"J. V ANDERSLUYS." 

After breakfast his Lordship sent word that he wanted to 
see us. He infDrmed us, that the dispatches had been seized 
upDn the same priIl'£iple as the Dther papers Df the N orth-West 
Company, and were equally liable to be examined. I question
ed the legality of this, as these dispatches could not have been 
included in his former Warrant, and no new one having been 
served. 

He also communicated to us, that he had received our Pro
test of yesterday; adding, that we were ourselves greatly the 
cause of the delay which was put to the forwarding of the 
goods, fDr not having pbt him in possession of the invoices of 
the goods intended for the Interior. The hypocrite! We have 
done more than with any degree of propriety we ought to have 
taken upon ourselves. But his mask is only torn as yet, it will 
won be completely thrown ow. 

At this interview he handed in the following Letter: 

"Fori lVilliam, August 1816. 

" CENTLE!'fEN, 

U In order to obviate the possibility of any mistake, I beg 
"to have your answer in writing to this query :-Whcther the 
"thirty-four packs of Furs marked RR, which you have pointed 
" out as those set apart by order of the Agents of the North
" West Company, are to be given up to the Hudson's Bay Com
"panyas their property, and whether on this principle, you are 

o 
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•. ready to send them down to Montreal, consigned to Messm~ 

.: ~faitland, Garden and Auldjo, Agents of that ComPanY? 

" I am, 
" Gentlemen, 

" Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) " SELKIRK. 

" To lilessrs. ftl'Tavish'and Vandersluys." 

After we had gone tQ the Office to -write an answer to the 
above, his Lordship sent word, that he intended to proceed to 
the exanination of the box with dispatches, which was done 
accordingly in our presence. The contents were principally 
th~ Proclamations of His Excellency the Governor in Chief, 

but amongst others, lhel'e was a Letter addressed .. to A. N. 
,:\l:Leod, which his Lordship broke open and read. It was 
from John f,I'T;t ... i,h in Montreal, al1d contained nothing but 
r"ivate matters. Mr. M'Leod being no prisoner, I know not 
in how 61' this may be justili:lble. Another letter with the 
Quebec post-mark, and addressed to James Hughes, was put 
by with th~ other papers. We. represented to the Earl the 

1Ji/~el1cy of fom-arding Governor Sherbrooke's Proclamations to 
OUf Gentlemen in the Interior, and that for this purpose we 
could get a canoe ready, and select a crew in a very short time; 
which his Lordship said he would take into consideration. 

We now sent an answer to the Earl's before-mentioned Letter, 

which were in the following terms, and handed to him by 
!\I'Robb,. at eleven o'clock this morning. 

" To t;~c Right Hon. tilt: Eurl oj Selkirk. 

" In reply to the L:Ltcr which was handed to us this morning, 
H persollally by your Lord~hip, we beg to state, that the t!lirty. 
" fOllr pack:> oi furs marked n. R, which have been set apart 

" from the other pC!ltries of the ~oith-W cst Company, cannot 
,; be given ap as Hudson's Bay Company property, but that we 
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"are ready to send them down to Montreal, to the care ot" 
" some house unconnected with b~th Companies. 

" We are, 
" My Lord, 

H Your Lordship's most humble and obedient- Servants, 

(Signed) "J. C. :\1'TA VISa, 
" J. V ANDERSLUYS." 

While writing this, I receive information that our workmen 

jn the carpenter's house have been turned out, and the place 
occupied by nine soldiers, who are making gun-carriages. 

After I had ascertained the truth of this report, I commu
nicated the fact to M'Tavish and others. We agried to apply 
to the Earl of Selkirk, in his capacity as a Magistrate, and 
there made oath, that nine men had been ordered by Captain 
Matthey, to take possession of the N orth-W cst Company's car ... 
penters' house, and there to make gun-carriages; that not only 
our tools were made use of for this purpose, but that we had 
every reason to believe that the North-West Company's wood 
also was converted to it ;-that we considered it as a breach of 
the peace, an~ that upon our remons~rating with Captain Mat
they on the subject, he seemed to put the laws at defiance, 
by telling us that he 'Would go on ~I)ith it. That having re
ceived this morning Governor Sherbrooke's Proclamations, we 
the more insisted upon his Lordship using his authority as a 
Magistrate to bring Captain Matthey to give an account of his 
conduct in this respect. Though the Earl's answer was not 
difficult to be anticipated, yet we Il1'lde the application to him 
for OLlr own responsibility. l'.!'Tavish and myself were the 
plaintiffs, M'Robb and Cowie, the ,~·itnesses. Having repre

sented the f~cts as above stated to his Lordship, he enlarg€d 
much on the subject, but when we pressed more and more 
upon him,· that as a fl,lagistrate, and tlte oll~1 one in tlte place, 
we 'Would not expect that jltstice ~o:d(! be rifllsed ItS by him, 
he flew into a passion, saying, that he could not interfere for 
the North-West Company at;; he would for anyone else, amI 

that he had not the entire c~ntroul ov~r these people i-that 
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he did not know if they would obey him; and that he did not 

choose to risk his own personal safety for the sake of protectiD~ 
the North-"West Company's property. 

This evening a soldier asked me for candles for the guard
house. I told him it was not to me he should apply for them. 
He returned, and bis Captain sent me word, that if no candles 
were supplied he would light a fire in the middle of the Fort. 

Daniel Mackenzie has been removed from gao], and is now 
confined in his own room. 

Lieutena.nts Misani and Brumby left the Fort in the 
afternoon, at about three o'clock. They intend to encamp on 
the Island ti11 to-morrow morning ten o'clock, in order to con
duct Mr. John l\1'Gillivray, whon~ Lord Selkirk intends to 
send down to the rest of the prisoners. 

This morning the old 'Varrent was again put in force, and 
the trunks of all the wintering Clerks searched. 

23rd August. 

This morning, before six, Mr. Spencer brought a message 
from his Lordship, that provisions should be given to the 
crew of a canoe intended to take down two prisoners. To 
this objections were made on our part. LulJ Selkirk sent a 
written ordEr for the purpose, of the following tenor : 

" SIR, 
" You will please furnish the canoe, now to set out with 

" :\11'. :\1 'Donald and the prisoners going to Montreal, with pro
" vislons and other accommodations for two gentlemen and the 
"crew, ill the same proportion as usually supplied for that 
" voyage. 

" I am, Sir, 
., Your obedient Servant, 

( Signed) " SELKIRK. 
" To j\lr. J. C. M'Ta'Vish." 

I had this morning taken into my possession the key of the 
carpenler's shop, as it appeared that his Lordship did not take 
any steps to investigate our just complaints. M'Tavish thought 
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it was better to give up the key. Capt. Matthey told me that 
he would not answer for my safety, in case his soldiers took it 
into their heads to revenge themselves upon me, and that there

fore I should take care of myself ; the more, as his people 

had been so long accustomed, in Spain, to scenes if murder 
and pillage. 

Mr. John M'Gillivray was sent off this morning to the Island, 
where the two officers were waiting for him. The canoe re
turned a short time after. In the afternoon, the canoe with 
the two prisoners (Brisebois and La Vigne) went off, conducted 
by Archibald M'Donald and Williamson . 

. Besides the carpenter's shop, 'the smith's shop has also been 
taken possession of, and both our wood and iron is made use 
of. Our potatoe fields and garden are ransacked by the 
Earl's people, and our remonstrances against this, laughed at. 
If the gates are locked, they are broke open, and the pickets 
and fences destroyed. 

24th A ltgust. 

The whole of this day passed without any thing worth men
tioning. His Lordship has not made his appearance at all, and 
and has been writing the whole day. 

A boat arrived to-day for the Earl, with some Glengarys, 
ano. Hector M'Donald. 

Pierre Banza is at liberty, and two or three more, as I un· 
derstand. Daniel Mackenzie is still ill close confinement. 

25th August. 
This morning we waited upon the Earl, and insisted now 

more than ever, to have his decided answer in regard to our 
Trade, and to know whether it was his intention to prevent our 
Goods from going into the Interior, and our Furs to M ontrea I, 
and so put a final stop to our business? With various pre
tences, he sufficiently gave us to understand, that it was his 
determination not to suffer any of our Goods to be sent 
into the Interior, nor to Fond du Lac; and with regard to t.he 
Peltries for Montreal, he had some proposals to make which 
(these were his own wt)rds) "were the result of a very long 
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f' consideration." But before he could enter into them, he re. 
quired to see the written document by which Mr. M'Gillivray 

had vested in us the power to act without reserve in behalf of 
the North \Vest Company, during the absence of the Agents 

and Proprietors. 'Ve told him we had no such document, bQt 
that we considered Mr. M'Gillivray's word on the subject, given 
to him personally, in the pr~sence of all the N orth- \V est Com~ 
pany's Partners then at Fort "'iIliam, and in the presence of 
several other gentlemen, as a sufficient warrant for the appro~ 
bation of any arrangement on our part. He obscn-ed, that he 
bhould ,,-ish to be provided with a Certificate, signed by the 
witnesses who were present when :.'tIr. M'Gillivray committed to 

us the power to act in behalf of the N orth- \Vest Company, as 

ht: could not take upon himself the responsibility of a mere ver

bal communication. 'Ve complied with this in the following 
words: 

., \Ve, tile unc12rc:;ncd, do by these Presents declare, that 
., we ,,.Ci'e prescnt when \Yiliiam M'Gilli\T~y and Kenneth 
.. .:\fackenzie, Esqrs. Agents regularly appointed for thc North
" West Company, did, on the morning of the Uth of August, 
"1816, before the Right Honourable the Earl of Selkirk, and 
,~ in presence of all the Partners then at Fort 'Villiam, and in 
.. the name of the Company at large, appoint James Chisholm 
" l\I'Tavish and Jasper Vandcrsluys, as Head Clerks, and vest
., ed in them full power and authority to act for the North-West 
•• Company during their and the Proprietors' absence. 

(Signed) ROBERT M'ROBB. 

" Fort William, 25th August, 1816." 

He was not satisfied that this was sign~d by only one, but 

we told him that on our part there had not been anyone else 
present, now in the Fort, except Daniell'.Iackenzie the prisoner, 
whose signature was then got to ratify it. His Lordship being 
110W in possession of this document, "e expected his overtures, 

but as usual, new delays took place: he now told us that he 
lUust cOIlsider of the extent of our powers, and would therefore 
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postpone the proposals he had to make till to-morrow, add{ng" 

th~8 ,another wasted day, to the many that had gone gefore. 

Four batteaux went off this morning for St. Mary's and 
Drummond's Island, for provisiQns, unde~ the guidance of 
M'Nabb. -

Two canoes ,loaded with arms and ammunition started in 
the afternoon for Fond du Lac, under the command of Mr. 
Pambrun. 

26th August. 
A light canoe started this morning, at seven o'clock. She 

was manned by nine Canadians, and bound, as I understand, 
for Lake Winnipic, Mr. Pritchard. commander. "Baptist 
Wells, one of our meR, was amongst the number, and engaged 
to them. 

After breakfast we ",aited upon the Ear], agreeable to the 
understanding of yesterday. We were received with more 
than usual politeness. Dr. Allan was present. The Earl told 
us, that he had weighed the extent of our authority, and that 
he was of opinion that, under the circumstances in which it 
was given, it would be "Considered in a Court of Justice, a,.; 
equivalent to a regular Power of Attorney. He then proposed, 
that as a law-suit would be e:..:.tremely tedious and ('xp~·nsj ... (', 

an Arbitl·ation should be entered into in London, for the settle· 
ment of all the differences which had existed between the tWtl 

Companies for the last fOlll' years. \\'e acquiesced, that cer

tainly some amicahle arrangement would be elf preferable for 
both Companies than engaging in suitS at la,y; but tltat as the 

subject was too important to he treated verbally, and as we 
were now well acquainted with the outline of I:::; plan, we re
quested he would put his propm~als in the shape of a letter; 
and that we woulJ reflect upon the matter, which he promi~ed 
to do, and in t~le afternoon we received the following Letter: 

"Fort 'fVilliam, 27th Lillgllst, 1816. 
" GEXTL l':MEN, 

"Understanding from the papcr.3 which yon sho\\-cd to 
C' mc yesterday, as well as from niyown recollection of the wr-
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"bat declaration of'Mr. M'Gillivray and the other Pariners or 
"the North-West Company, on the 14th instant, that you have 
" Iun power and authority to act for the Company', in the same 
" manner as if these Gentlemen had signed a Power or Attorney 

" in regular fonn ; and understanding also, that you a~e clisposed. 
"on the part of the North-West Company, to put an end to 
" the disgraceful system of lawless retaliation which ba.s hitherto' 

" prevailed in the Interior, I beg leave to propose an arrange .. 

,; ment, which I trust will effectually accomplish that object. 
"1st, That we should agree upon two Gentlemen at Lon .. 

"don, of the highest character, as men of business- as well as 

"men of integrity, to be appointed Arbiters between the North ... 
" West Company and me, with full power to investigate all thI8 
" acts of aggression or illegal injuries all edged to have been 
"committed on either side, during the last four years, in the 
"territories of the Hudson's Bay Company or North-"'.,. est; 

" understanding that on both sides the parties shall be liable for 

" the damages arising from acts committed by those under their 
'I controul; that I shall be liable to indemnify the N orth-West 
" Company for any injury done by my Agents, Servants, or Set
" tIers acting under them; and that, on the other hand, the 
" North-West Company collectively, shall be liable to indemni ... 

" fy me for any injury done by any of their Partners, Clerks, or 
" Servants, or by any person employed by them; and that the 
" Arbiters, after hearing the evidence on both sides, shall deter .. 
" mine on the whole, what compensation is to be paid by either 
" party to the other. 

"2d, That the Furs now in store at Fort 'William, shall be 
" comigned to some house at Montreal, not connected witb 
" either party, to be by them shipped for London, and consigned 
" to the Arbiters above-mentioned, or to some mercantile house 
" to be named by them. That the A.rbiters shall be authorized, 

" as trustees, to dispose of this property, and to vest the pro. 
" ceeds as may appear to them most advisable, till their final 
" A ward is given, and that if a compensation for damages 
c, is found to be due by the North-'Vest Company, the fundB 
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,c thus placed in the hands of the Arbiters, may be applied by 
"them to this purpose. 

"3d, That a proportion of the Furs shall remain in store at 
H Fort William, till it be ascertained whether the Partners of 
"the North- \f cst Company at 'Montreal, or elsewhere, ratify 
'e and confirm the Agr''*lnent; and that if by direct or indirect 
" means, they prevent this Agreement from b\.'ing bonafide car
f' ried into effect, I shall be at liberty to distrain these Furs, and 

"all other goods ren1aining at Fort William, by the ordinary 
,e process as at common law, so as to ke{ p thtm as a pledge for 

" the payment of the compensation for damag-es due to me by 
"the North-West Company, and for the restoration of my pro

ce perty, illegally seized by their servants in the month of June 

" last, and nOw in their hands. 
"4th, That till the restoration of the property so illegally 

"seized, I shall be supplied with any article for which I tnay 
" have occasion, of the property of the N orth-West Company at 
Ir, this place, for ,vhicli the Company is to debit me at th~ same 
" rate that they charge for supplies furnished to their own Pro
ce prietors individually. 

" I flatter myself that these Propositions are so evidently tea
'C sonable, that they cannot fail to meet with your approbation, 
cc and that as they have been dictated by a sincere desire of con
fr ciliation, they will be received by n corresponding spirit. 

" I am, 
(( Gentlemen, 

" Your very obedient Servant, 

(Signed) " SELKIRK • 

• C X'o ltlessrs. }rI'Tavislt and Van· 
" dersluy,~, actingfor the North· 

" West Company." 

And so the Mao-istrate has at last thrown off the mask en-
b • 

tirely I-Our answer to these inaumissible proposals requIred 

very little reflection, and here it follows: 
p 
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"Fort IVilliam, 26th 4'tg~ ISI6. 
" :'IY LORD, 

,; We have received your Letter (dated the 27th instant) 

" which was handed to us this day, proposing to eff'~~~ 8A ar
" rangcment through the medium of Arbitra~iop, in reg~(\ to 

" S9!lle of the existillg difference~ b~tween your Lordship ana 
"the North-\\'est Company. 

" We have maturely considered :;).n4 deliber~t~d upon the ob

"ject in view, anci ti.lOI;lgh lYe have verbally expres~~~ to your 
" LOl'dship, that it is. our sincerest wish and dEl sire to est~J,i8h 

." some Convention which may contribute to conciliatcr the par

" ties, J~t weare extremely sony to state, that f].~l(\iF:lg the prin

" ciple of the proposed conditions to that effect utterly inadmiil

" sible, we cannot conscientious~y enter into the negociation, as 
" intended by your. Lordship; and as the interference of the 

" Lepi91at~r~ must. be the inevitable consequences of the meil
" sur~s qlready resorted to by your Lordship, we are of opinion, 
" that it is by far preferable that the tt:hole oftbe e~isting ditrf;!f
"ences shall be brought before a Court of Justice. 

" Vi,-e therefore beg leave to request your Lordship to favoqf 
"us with your decided answer, in regard to our Goods for the 

" In~ripr, and our Peltries for Montreal, in order that we may 

" be enabled to take the necessary measures to prevent the &t~te 

,; of starvation, to which, on account of our small stock of pro vi
,; sions, every day's delay contributes so materially." 

"We are, 

"My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's most humble 

( Signed) 

" To the Riglzt HOnOll7"ahle 

" the Earl if Selkid." 

"and obedient Servants, 

"J. C. M'TAVISH. 
"J. VANDERSLUYS. 

27th August. 
The Earl sent for us tllis morning. He told us he had re

ceived our Lett~r of yesterday, and that our answer was such 
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as he could not have expected, from the motives which had 
dictated his. That as there was now no other alternative, our 
men would be obliged to go down light; that we might make the 
necessary preparation for sending them off, and that he would 
give us a formal answer to our Letter, to that effect. 

I communicated my intention to the Earl, to leave Fort 'Wil
liam to-morrow fOr Montreal, 1)1Y presence being no longer ne

Gessary, since he had now decidedly refused to let the Peltrics 
be sent off. To this he made no objection. 

28th August. 
Lord Selkirk asked me if I continued of the same opinion with 

regard to his proposals. I told him I did. He asked me if I 
could tell him the amount of Goods on hand at Fort 'William, 
~Chisive of the Pel tries. I told him I could not. Because, 
added he, there might still be found means of sending the 
Peltries down, in case the Goods amounted to as much as his 
demands -upon the N orth- 'Vest Company did. ,I told him 

that no agreement or convention could be made whilst he laid 
down as a principle, the retention of a plec/gp or indemnijica
tion; but that as I was aware he was in distress for many 
articles, I was willing to consult with M'Tavish on the sub
ject, and perhaps let him have a certain quantity of goods, 
by way of ob1iging him, and at the price of cost and charges, 
with a certain advance to be agloeed upon, and ou the condition 

of immediate' payment on my arrival at Montreal, as well 
as und'er the stipulation trIat our Peltries should go down 
without any restraint. He answered, that he could Dot ac
cept of such proposalso I then told him, that I considered all 
negociation as at an end, and that I should forthwith proceed 
to Montreal, to carry thither an account of his conduct, making 
him at the same time answerable for any loss the North
West Company might sustain by the detention of theit 
goods. I asked him if he would favour, me with his answer 
to our Letter, as M had promised yesterday. He replied, that 
upon com:ideration, ,he did not think it necessary to give such 
answer to me, but that he would do so to those who were 
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entitled to a;;k for it. I requested an explanation of whnt lie 
meant by this-and he said he would explain his reasons to pco~ 
pIe of superior authority. 

I left Fort William ill the aftefnpon, at about [pur o'clock, 
and arrived at Montrti.il op the Hth September. 

THIS simple and correct detail of the most ex,! 
traordinary outrage which was ever committe<l 
against the Laws of - a CiYilized Country, by ~ 
person of the rank of Lord Selkirk, ,,yill In itself 
create sufficient astonishment; but it is impossible 
not to advert to other circumstances cOllnccte~ 

with it, which still more aggravate the c,normityof 
the transacti(1ll. 

The persons arrested, after being treated with 
studied indignity and insult, were embarked as 
pri~oners, under a guard of foreign solJiers, ill 
their own canoes, manned with their own ser~ 

vants, but not prepared in the usual manner for 
the accommodation of passengers: othC'r~, fit for 
their conveyance, had been got ready by their 
Clerks, in which they were 110t allow'ed to em: 
bark; and those selected, were so overloadeu, as 
to place the passengers in imminent danger of their 
lives. There were abo,'e fifty canoes in the Fort, 

from which q. sufficient number might easily have 
been ~ppropriated for the sqfe con\ eyancc of the 
prisoners, pad Lo~d Selkirk consiJered their safety 
of the most trifling importance. One canoe, in 

which three prisoners, Kenneth ~fackenzie,Allall 
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)1acdonell, and John M'Laughlin, were embarked, 
was considerably under the usual size, and coul(l 

-' . 
not carry with safety more than fifteen persons, 
with their bagg~e and provisions; yet entirely 
disregarding the representations and remonstrances 
~nade of the danger to be flppreliended, his Lord
ship ordered twenty-one per~ons to be embarked in 
it, and, as had been predicted, in the passage on 
the La,ke the canoe filled and upset, in consequence 
of bein£ SQ o7)(;rloadtd j 1\11'. Mackenzie and eight 
other persons were drowned, and the survi\'ors 
narrowly escaped with their li\·es*. 

To create delay, and prolong the contncn'}ent 
and the sufferings of the prisoners, the gll:tnl was 
ordered to convey them to Sandwich, in the \res
tern District of Upper Canada, wh~re the \rarrant 
directed their committal to the common gaol, at 
a distance of 600 miles from the CO~llt which had 
legal jurisdiction of the case, his Lordship baying 
~alculated upon their detention at Sandwich fur 
some weel<s, before their liberation by writ of 
Habeas Corpus could take place. 

Fortunat~ly, however, on their route to Sand
wich, they were oblig~d to rass t]nClI~;h York, 
~nd the Judges and Attorney-General Ll'inp: then 
pn Cit cuit at Kingston, the Go\"crnor onlercd the 

4 How far the Earl of ~t'l!(rk is legnlly TI"jllll1';hle lid' ll"~lth till;.;; kppca

ipg, in the pro~t'l1utiun of all uIlY.urmllwL!!' "ct, a1,,1 \\ [dk ull iUlIOl"l"lll Iil:.U 

was onde1' conveyalll'e lIy his order- ill a ,-(,de ut 1I111awful illlpi :'\JIln~enl, I .. ;,., 

pl'rhaps be doubtful; hut it call1lC,( h~ (Inubte,l, 1:.,.1 •• l:~a\y il;c·rc.l •. , ..... ' u,:

lji!ity at!<H':~Ii!) to I.is Lordsl:ip in tl:!- tl·::;I~,~('\i,'u. . . 
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guard to proceed there. The Judges, finding the 
crimes charged in the Warrant were alledged, to 
have been committed in the Indian Territory, 
directed the prisoners to be taken to Montreal, 
and thus frustrated his Lordship's plan, for sub;. 
jecting these Gentlemen to a prolonged and de
grading imprisonment. 

On their arrival at l\10ntreal, they were brought 
before the Court of King's Bench, and the most 
vindictive arguments were urged for then- commit
ment. The crimes imputed to them were very 
serious-no less than High.treason, Conspirac;1', 
and Murder! If there had been a shadow of proof 
in support of hrlch accllsations, the Court must 
have committed them; but they were, without 
hesitation, admitted to bail. 

The conduct of Lord Selkirk, in possession of 
Fort William, \\'as as indefensible' as were the 
means by which he had acquired it. While ven
geance and ri\'alship against the Proprietors and 
the Company, were his real motives and feelings, 
in grati~ying those passions he adopted the forms 
of justice; and, as if conscious this would avail 
him little when the day of trid and retribution 
~hould arri,·e, he employed the additional precau
tion of obtaining, by threats or intrigue, from the 
sstonished Clerks left in possession of the pro
pelty, their sanction and ostensible warrant for 
his proceedings. 'Vhile 1\11'. Vandersluys remained, 
he acted with coolness, firmness, and propriety; 
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~pt after his dep~ftlJre, the otaer Clerks, con· 
f()ijQg~d at the $cene pas~ing ar()ulJd them, were 
in~uc~~ to ij.t 9ut CqnQes mallneq with their Em
pIQ!I~'1'~' jJeoll/tJ., :f.od ~u.ipped with their property, 

I 

tp forw~rd his LOfd~hip'$ expresses to the Interior, 
~nd to ~Mjst in his trade; an.d it is· certainly some 
~pqlogy fo~ themJ that upon tija leaat demur to 
the execution C)f his mand~te~ a file of UleD, with 
fixed ~~yonEft~,I was at hand, to enforce his Lord·. 
&bip's CQmmanqs. He tqrned out the people to 
~~~k &helt~r whe;e it could be fOl,lnd, and refused 
t~e r~it~r~te~ entreaties of the rel,naipipg Clerks, 
to permit al>out sixt~en Cal)Qes, whose cargoes h~d 
been already assorted and mad~ up for the Trade, 
to proceed to their d:e&tiI)atio~. The Furs on 
hand, to th~ valu~ of about 60,0001. were already, 
~~. ~ppe_a.fs by. hl$ Letter, appropriated to his spe. 
cial i~~eJll~ification fo, IO~$es he had sustained in 
his own specul~tiQJls~ u,nd~r the pretence that his 
projects 11a.4 be~n injured by the owners of the 
property. 

. Kllowi~g the v~lue of the North. 'Vest COIij

p~py's servants:;who were toh~ve proceeded in their 
s~rvice to th~ Int~rior, for the winter trade, he 

. e11ticed such of th~m as he could. persuade, or de

.lucIe into his s~r,vi~,e, by pretending a secret autho· 
lity for aU ~is aggression on their masters, and by. 
aJj~9ging thflt h~ ~Quld release them f~olQ their 
engageJIlents. Those whom he could not debauch, 
were kept in useless inactivity at a grievous ex
pence, at a time when their services were so essen-

\ 

1-:. 
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tia1 ; some who resisted these acts, were sent down, 
~ 

to, Can,ada, under pretext of being required as wi~-
nesses on the trial of tbeir masters; and others; his 
Lordship ordered in the King's name to labour in 
his sen'ice. He imprisoned tnany at pleasure, in 

order to terrify them into submission; and to ex
tract inforination, by holding out to them the hope 
of release, or the terror of accusation". 

As SOOIl as intelligence of these lawless proceed
jngs was received at Montreal" Mr. Richardson 
repaired to Quebec, to lay a full account of the 
particulars before Sir John Sherbrooke; and Mr. 
1\1 'Gilliyray foJ]owed the moment he was liberated ., 
from confinetnelit. 

The Governor listened with attention to the 
complaints of these Gentlemen, and gavethem every 
ac;;surance that the Provincial Government would 
afford all the assistance in its power, consistent 
with j.ustice and impartiality, to those placed un
der its protection. 1\lore was not desired, but 
they were cOllyinced extraordinary measures could 
alone resclle/ their property from the 19w1ess ban- . , 
ditti who had possession of it, and who, it was 
c\'ident, could not, on all occasions, be controuled 
by their leader. The seaSOH was rapidly ad
vancing, and the Korth .. \Vest' Company enter
tained no doubt th'at thc further object of Lord 
Selkirk (for \\'hich, indeed, he had already made 
preparation,), was to obtain possession of the corn-

• ~fe tLe Dep05:fons of Robert Cowie~ aud Robert lWRobb, in t.11~ Appe.," 
~!r, ~:'h, XXI. ali;; XXII. 
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mu'nic'a(rtm betwee'n'Lake' Superior arid the inte-
~r, and to prevent any information of the occur
fences at Fort William, excepting such as were 
favourable to his own' objects, reaching the Win.; 
terin~' Stations. Allhough the parties he had dis,. 
patched for thi~ purpose were not sufficiently nu
merous'to act hO'stilely against the Trading Posts, 
still the impression the whole proceeding ,vas cal. 
culated to produce orr all persons having charge 
of the Company's' Concerns, and which could not 
be removed' by correct information, was much to' 
be apprehended; and Lord Selkirk might succeed, 
by intimidation, or by reinforcing, in spring, the 
parties now sent forward to intercept the returns 
of th~ winter's trade, which he collid either de
tain in tile Interior, or send down from Lake '''''"in
tl'lpic to Hudson's Bay. The Korth-'Vest Com
pany could place no reliance on his Lordship's 
abstaining from apy measures which might com
plete their ruin, and in this manner he might ob .. 
tain possession of their property in the country, to' 
the extent probably {)t~50,OOOI: 

Srr John' Sherbrooke unprepared for an emer 4 

g-ency he conld not e'ontempbte, even from the 
preceding in,telligence of the transactions at the 
Red River, fOU1id it necessary to' proceed with ex
treme caution and deliberation. He had proba
bly no instructions from His M:ljest:y's Ministers, 
what COlll"Se to pursue in the disputes which they 
must have been aware would arise between the 

Q 
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parties in the Indian Country. Upon reference, 
however, to the Legal AuthorIties at Quebec, it 
was fonnd that Fort William, the scene of this 
last outrage, was situated i-d the IVestern district 
if [Ipper Canada*, and Sir John Sherbrooke was 
desirous of consultillg Mr. Gore, the Civil Gover
nor of that Province7 then at York, respecting the 
measures which it might be expedient for them to 
take jointly, on the occasion. 

In the mean time, in the hope that the Gover. 
nor might be induced promptly to interfere, and to 
send up an Officer with sufficient force and autho
rity, to restore to them possession of their pro
perty, the North. 'Vest Company had equip!>ed 
two brigaJes of canoes at Montreal, manned with 
Canadians and Iroquois Indians, to bring down 
the Furs for embarkation to England. These, 
with the exception of two canoes left behind to 
take up the expected Authority, were dispatched 
under the command of Mr. De Rocheblave, one of 
their Partners, to wait at the Sault, St. l\fary's, 
the entrance to Lake Superior, for further direce 
tions. 'Vhen it was ascertained that some delay 
must take place in the decision of the Government 
at Quebec, and that Fort William was within the 

• That Fort JVilliam., tli(> flcene of Lord Selkirk's la,t ontra"e is , ~ , 
witt-in tile limitllofCanl1da,llndnotwithin the" debatellbleground". 
of the Hudson'l:! Bay Company, is incontestible. 'rhe Freuch had a 
Fort or station, called hy them (;ltlllaniatigoyen, nearly at the place 
now callee! Fort '-.illam, and upon the ril-er now called Kaministi

gnia, more than a century ag').-See Laboutaill's Trarels, vol. i. p. 
2~~ of the Englilih Traniilation. 
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~urisdiction of Upper Canada, Mr. Henry .. Macken
zie was dispatched to that Province with the ne
cessary witnesses, to obtain Warrants from the 
proper Authorities for the apprehension of Lord 
Selkirk. Mr. M 'Gillivray followed towards York 
and, on his rOlrlte, met Governor Gore proceeding 
to Quebec; but as the navigation would be closed 
before any measure could be taken, in consequence 
of the meeting between the Governors, he deter .. 
mined to follow the ordinary legal process for 
redress. Warrants were granted by a Magistrate 
of' the Western District of Upper Canada, on evi. 
dence of Lord Selkirk's outrages, and Mr. Smith, 
the UndEr Sheriff, with an assistant, was ordered 
to carry them into execution. They proceeded 
forthwith to join Mr. De Rochebla,"e at the Sault, 
but so much time had been lost in making these 
various arrangements, that the plan was entirely 
frustrated by the lateness of the season. 

Mr. De Kocheblave, with his party, reached the 
Sault, St. Mary's on the 19th of October; and, 
having no informatiqn of the proceedings at Que
bec or in Upper Canada, as a preliminary mea
sure, he sent on to Fort 'Villiam, a constable 
and twelve men with Criminal 'Varrants'issued 
against Lord Selkirk and the De Meuron Officers, 
by Dr. Mitchel of St. Joseph's. This constable 
arrived at Fort 'Vi11iam on the 7th November. 
and executed the Warrant, by arresting his Lord
ship and the Foreign Officers~ At first his Lord- if 

I 
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ship hesitated, as to the conduct he shQijlq pur,uG, 
but possibly considering pe had gOJl~ WO fat' tq 

recede, and knowing the constc,tble h~d not ~um.· 
cient force to compel his submission, he refused. 
obedience to his authority. The constable was 
plat.ed under a guard of six soldiers, who coo·, 
stantly attended hi.m ',"hile he remained, bl,lt in ~ 
day or 1'wo he was ordered to lea\'e the FQrt4<. 

After dispatching the ~onstable to Fort Wil:
Ham, Mr. De Rocheblave aqd his party relllaineq. 
about a fortnight at the ~au1t, in hope~ of obtahv 
ing further instrt~ctions, Of ~uthority from Canada; 
and at length, the season peing far advanced, 
provisions becoming sc~rce, and the men grQwing 
impatient, they had actually set out 011 their returl) 
to Canada, ,vhen, iJ1. L~ke Huron" they met the 
Sheriff, Mr. Smith, proceeding to j.oin them. 
They immediately returned to the Sault, and em~ 
barked on board the North. vV e~t Company's 
Schooner, Invincible, to cross Lake Superi()r: a 
gale of wind ensuing, the S~hooner was unfortu· 
nately wreck!2d, an4 tot,ally lost on the 18th No~ 
"ember. The crew and passenge~s were save~( 
but having no' other conveyance, and being unable 
to continue their attempt to fea~h Fort Williamt . 

they were obliged to return, and arrived at Mon,:". 
treal on the 28th December, after a most fatiguinw, 
journey, perfol'Q1ed chiefly on f.oot. . 

• S~e Appendix, No, XXIX. 
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Thus Lord Selkirk remains for the win.ter i~ 

'4,uiet poss~ssion of ~he North·West Company's 
Depot and Property; .and it appears further, that 
he has been e1tremely active in extending hi~ de
predations, and taking forcible possession of aU 
the ~ther ,Trading Posts and Propel·ty within his 
reach. -

One detachment of De Meuron soldiers was 
sent to Fond du Lac, the Trading Post on the River 
St. Louis, which falls into the west end of Lake 
Superior, within the American territ01,!/, as recog. 
nized in former and recent Treaties, where lUre 
Grant, who had charge, was taken prisoner, and 
deprived of the property in his possession. The 
merchanJize seized at this station had paid duties 
,to tllJe American Government, and was jointly the 
property of the North-West Company and of Ame
rican Citizens ~wllo were interested in this part of 
the Trade. 

Another detachment of his Lordship's soldiers 
was sent round the Posts on Lake Superior, si. 
tuated to the eastward of Fort "Tilliam: alld 1\1r. 
Mackintosh, the Partner at ~licldpicuton, was· 
~aken prisoner. 

During lV11'. De Roch.eblave's detention at the 
~ault, waiting for the Sheriff, as already stated, a· 
party· of De ,Meuron soldiers arrivcd with these 
Gentlemen in custody, proceeding to Canada, in 
canoes belonging to the North-'\tVest Company, 
and navigated by their. servants. Mr. De Hoche. 
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bbve took the canoes from the De Meuron guard, 
but did not further interfere with them or their 
prisoners. These last proceeded, however, in their 
o-~'rz just~fic(ltion, and surrendered themsel'oes to 
Lh' .'luthorities in Lower Canada, where they were 
fU~ll :tL,'G to bail on 'the accusations preferred 
agai.1Si: 'c.hem. 

AllUther party, under the command of Mr. Fid .. 
leI', \\-as dispatched by Lord Selkirk to seize the 
Non h-"1,rest Company's Post at Lac la Pluie, on 
the commuiiication from Lake Superior to the In .. 
terior. 1\11'. Dease, a Clerk of the North. 'Vest 
Comp::my, ,,,ho was in charge of this post, refused 
to surrender it; and as 1\-11'. Fidler was not pre
pared with silfficicnt means to obtain possession by 
force, he was obliged to return, and report his 
proceedings to Lord Selkirk. His Lordship, to 
remedy this failure, sent off Captain D'Orsonnens, 
with a party of soldiers and two field. pieces, who 
regularly invested and blockaded the place. Mr. 
Dease had with him only seven men, who de
pended for their subsistence on fishing, and a 
quantity of" folr a''Coine,'' a species of wild rice 
which had been collected in the swamps adjoining 
the Lake during autumn,' and deposited till it 
could be con\'-eyed to the Fort in winter. Being 
deprived of these supplies by Captain D'Orson
nens' blockad~, and that Officer having sent him 
notice, tlzat be could not be ans"l1.'erablejdr the con .. 
tluct of his soldiers, if they should be further re-
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sisted, Mr. Dease was compelled, by the circt,.~ ... · 
stances in which he was placed, to surrender ~ 
This station, after Fort William, is the most im. 
portant to the security of the Trade, as it is situ .. ' 
ated upon the immediate communication to the 
Interior, and is a chief depot for the stores and 
provisions of the North~West Company. 

It is also stated in recent letters, that Lord. SelL 
kirk had made preparations to erect a Fort be .. 
tween Lake Superior and Lac de la Pluie, at the 
point wher:e, in his judgment, the Hudson's Bay 
Company's Territories commence; and· that he 
has removed from Fort William into the adjacent 
territory of the United States, one of the woodtn 
buildings or stores belonging to the North-West 

) Company. To both points he was opening winter 
roads·, and it is understood he intended to remove 
the property out qf the jurisdi{'tion of Canada, as 
best suited his purp?se, either within the alledged 
boundaries of the Hudson's Bay Company, or en
tirely beyond the controul of British authority. 
The Fort between Lake Superior and Lac la 
Pluie is evidently intended to cut off all commu
nication of the North-'Vest Company's distant 
Post with Canada, on the opening. of the naviga
tion, and thus, by intercepting supplies, to reduce 

• A winter 1"oad i" formed, by merely cutting a,yay trees and 
brllshwood; 110 as to open au avenue through the tvoods, which beco
me~ a good aleiglt road, so soou all a sufficient qnantity of sno,,, has 

fallen to cover the ground. 
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the Traders to submission, and to obtabl' p03se~ 
siGn of the returns of their Trade. 

The result of the deliberations of Sir John Sher
brooke and Governor Gore, foundecl upon the in
fPrmation they possessed, prevIous to Mr. M'Gil~ 
liv.ray and Mr. Mackenzie's journey to Upper Ca'
nada, and l\fr. De Rocheblave's expedition to the: 
Sault ~vas the appointment of M-essrs. Coltman 
~d Fletcher, Gentlemen of unimpeachable cha
racter and independence,. to examine into aU the 
occurrences- which had taken place, and with full 
power to act as circumstances'might dictate. Not
withstanding the assumedjurisdiction of the Hud
son's' Bay Company, upon full consideration of the 
case by the Executive Council, these Gentlemen 
were authorized to act throughout the Indian Ter ... 
ritories as specified in the 48rd of the King; and 
althoub"h the Canadians may not obtain reperation 
for the past, they expect from the mission of these 
Gentlemen, protection to their Trade for the fu
ture, if the authority they have derived from the 
Provincial Governors shaH be fully and amply con
firmed by His Majesty's Ministers.. The Commis,.
sioners only left Montreal for Upper Canada,
where it was ne~essary to obtain their ultimate 
instructions, on the 8th of November, but, a_s 
Inight hare been expected, from the late season, 
they found it impossible to rea~h Fort William .. 
Having received their final instructions at York; 
they however made the attempt, and proceeded 
by \\"ay of Lake Simcoe, towards Lake Huron, 



115 

but had the head of the NotawasaO'a River, findinrl' o ,~. 

ice already formed in con~iderabll: qnantities, thc~ 
returned to York, from \vhence they will plOcred 
in the spring, and they may possibly re~ch Fort 
William in the beginning of June. 

~t has been justly obscr\"ed, by a "Titer in one 
of the IJublic Journals of l\lontreaI, that in the 
discussions which L~1\'e taken pbce in print in 
Canada, Lord Selkirk has derived an advantage 
evtn from the enormity of the offences of ,,"hich he 
stands charged, and tllat his conduct appears so 
incredible, that it is diiHcult to rcrsoude the pub. 
lie, that an) person in possessi611 of Lis 1'([180n and 
senses, should ha\'c so commit!l'd himself. If this 
remark apFlies with ?~ny force to what has been 
already stated, ..the fullowing tran~~lCt iOIl, which 
closes so far the history of bis LorJ,ili p's proceed

ings, (and intel:igcncc of "hich k:s oLly been re
ceived, after the preceding p:ut of tLc ;""~ arrati\'c 
had been written), requires ~lll the prout' which is 
offered in support of it, to gi\'e iL e\ en the sanc
tion of probabilit"y. 

Of all the Partn:::rs of the North. ,rest Com
pany who were arre.~tc(l on the same charges at 
Fort William, and who joined in the Protest re· 
cited in Mr. V,mdersluys' Jourlwl, 1\lr. Daniel 
Mackenzie w~'..s alone detained, 8S it n07:() appears, 
to answer an especial purpose of the ]..T oble Lord's. 
This person had been for several years at yariance 
with his Partners, and after some tediOl~s legal 

R 
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proceedings, had consented, previous to the cap .. 
ture of rort '\\t" illiam, to retire from the Concern~ 
on the condition of being allowed to retain, (in 
conformity with the provisions in the Articles of 
tIle Company, for retiled or disabled Partners) the 
profit of half a share for seven years, but without 
any power of interference in their affairs. Disap
pointed in his negociation \\ ith l\lessrs. Vander
sluys and l\1'Tavish, Lord Selkirk considered it 
necessary to devise some 6ther expedient to C01!ftr'M 

the title he had acquired by military seizure, to 
his plunder at ,Fort 'Villiam, alld, ~('itlt ajull know
ledge W AIr. Mackenzie's particular situation, and 
relying upon the ~lL'eakne~s of his habits, it was con. 
ceived he might be converted into a fit instrument 
for this purpose. 

It is only necessary to refer to 1\1r. l\'lackenzie's 
Deposition before l\lessrs. Loltman and Fletcher,. 
the Commissioners appointed by the Canadian 
Go,'ernment, for a full account of the Conspiracy 
attempted by Lord Selkirk and his Agents, against 
the property and persons of the North-\rest Com-

I 

pany, by the practices imposed upon this unfortu .. 
nate person.-Kept in a constant state of in toxic a
tion, under an impression that his life was in 
danger, and relieved from different states of im
pri~onment; first, from solitary confinement in a 
dungeon, graduall}/ as he lent himself to the infa
mous proposals of h~s Gaolers, he was at length 
reduced, to a state of passive imbecility, and in 
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that situation, was made to assist in thedesigns of 
Lord Selkirk, as he states in his examination. H.e 
Was first compelled to copy letters dictated l:y Lord 
Selkirk a1ld his satellites, to the Partners and Clerks 
in the Interior, giving them an account of the 
10kll ruin Q[ tile Company; that the country was de
clared in a state if rebellion, and all communication 
interdicted, and recommending these Partners to 
pro"vide for their separate interests by a submission 
to Lord Selkirk; he was then, as acting for the 
Company, made to convey to his Lordship all the 
property which had been seized at Fort \Villiam.· 
After complying with these terms, he was imme. 
diately released; and, as far as he could make 
atonement for his conduct to his Partners, before 
he could have any communication with them, he 
appears to have attempted it, by the Protest* be. 
fore the Notat:y and M;agistrate, at St. Joseph's, 
against his own actions, as having been practised 
upon, in a state of perpetual intoxication and rigo
rOllS confinement. 

It is es~ential to refer to the documents which 
were presen'ed and delivered by 1\lr. l\lacken. 
~ie himself to the Commissioners, to form a just 
idea of the mean and disgraceful arts that had 
been practised upon him. By one of those acci. 
dents which often lead to the detection of feloni. 
ous conspiracies, the or:ginal drafts of the letters 
IJe had written, ana of the acts he had signed, 
were retained by Mr. lVlac1'i.enzie, or rather allowed 

• Ar,pendix, No. XXVIII. (L). 
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to rell:a:n ill L!s ro:~:c~';-";()ll. The g-reatcst part ot~ 
the papers were nut only dictated by Lord Selkirk 

anJ Li:) Governor, M l'. l\liles ]\lac<lonell, but the 

(t1 tcrdions and ~ddi'Lj(lns to the original drafts of 

the letters \vltich Ill'. j\Iackenzie \\~i3 co~peli{'d 

to copy, are all in the 11:r;IJ-7.C) ilill!;' qf t"c~c parties. 
Copies of tllcse 1.~lpers, the f:r:s,inal of which are 

retained by the Commi~i,.;iorJ 2rs, are annexed to the 

Affida\·:t Of ~,lr~ ~rackenzle, * as rcierrcJ to in it. 
The different jJeeds arc drawn out with ali the 

legal knowledge which Lord :Selkirk F0:"'~l'~~,C~, in 
strict conformity \yit}; Ilj~ pror()~;it:on in the p~lrer 

l1!:llkeu F, signed hy his LOi'(1;-,llip and l\l1'. 1\1 ac
kenzie, aral r,ttc:-;ied by all his dC'pe~l(L!:ts at Fort 
,rilliam. 

It i,~ imr (',-:<'1 ,le to refra!E 11'('111 m~~l:i~lg some.

CUml!1Cl!t on this inE::l~ojUS proceeding. The Con

sp;r~!c~' i, Lot o~11y inteded to deprive the :!:'~orth

\';- ('''J C~i/l' i ail} of i.Lc!r property, aithough it \yill 
L:Hdly S!Tl ngl1 :E:'ll L0r~1 SelkirL's original title to 

it, but tLe leiters, c:-pecially that to Cuthbcl t · 
Grai,t, the ~Ld~~~HCc'd, who led the party in the 
co:)f;;cl \\ ill; \'\ Lom :1\11'. Semple lest his life, are 

e\ ldt:iitly iiltendl'd to Lnnper with evillence on 

W11;L:l tLe lives of the parties accllsed are depend

ell~. Tklt I,i::: LC1Jsilip was as much cOl1yinced 

at the date of tbcst: lctt;:rs, as at that of their ar-
1'c,;;t, not only of their innocence, bt:t of the ab

sdute impos:"ib:~ity of their having been impli
cated iil l;:=' crimes of ,,·hich he ha~ accused thelTll 
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the p2,rties 11'=',,'C1' doubted; that 1\Ir. lvfackenzili 
is equdly innOCCljt, they arc well aware; but un .. 
del' all t! Ie circllmstanCl:s of Lord Selkirk's con:
duet, they cannot but consider the disclosure of 
this Con~pit':l(,y, as an~rlditiQnal proof of hi:-; 0\1'11 

cOl1\'iction, that be Lad not the smallest FCliticle of 
evidence to jllSi.;£~.· their arrc~t, notwitLstallding he 
was il.} pos':::\~',sl(jil, by means which no person will 
be found t'l jtbtify, of their most c:'niident!:ll com~ 
lTIllllica'L ions :.md corresponuence. I.c~ d" Sc~kii k 
haLl. ev:dently but one clject in his 2.C'CU~:lt:JllS 

d . f' 1 1\ . 1'" 7'" (" an ~-.rr(:::L::,-to teEL), L18 l.·.Ol't 1-/\ c::t om;1~~ny 

into a compromise bCl~C~:cjd to Lis o','.'n j~ltucsts; 
1 'f' 1 1 ~ ,. • T l' 1 ·anc 1 tIle proposa to ~d.essr.3. \ ,,:1/.!G:< UJ3 ~l: d 

.rv~ 'Tavish, to assign the prop::!ty, '::in net (~r;:tc 

b l' £' 1 l' 1 1 1 • ear out tlle lllJerCl1CC, L:at 11) ~<C; C:",1;P ".','~:;; 

willing to compOlJllLl ~~ f-.>lo!lY for his 0',\ u pecllniary 
advantage, there is no wa11t of pniof' cC it, in his 
conduct tov.'ards 1\11'. ~,/Iacb~'nzic, "ho was l1ECUil

ditionally liberated the moment he kH.1 ~~1:~:\\"ered 

the purposes for which lie had been cO~lfincd. , 
The persons interested i~l tLe Fur Tr;~d(' in thi:., 

~ollntry, connected wiLh t:le North-V,'" est Compa'lY, 
have thought it necessary to bring tLe~e r~:i..'~:. be
fore the Public, in answer to the (,~:~~irrmies (f 
Lord Selkirk. They haye abstained from sti"cngLlI
ening their case by commentary or ~~ r;.; tL~!ent, ~1:ld 
lea\'<' those ,~ho may think the sutljLC:t .:;ufficrelltly 
interesting to read this P~~mpll1ct, to (lraw tile ill
ferellces which the facts t:lem~'cln:'~; ~,~ll§.!'[},'~t. 

Lord Selkirk has, in his DuL!:c:,tion, ~;\:cn a 
J. '--' 



tolerably correct account of the Constitution ot 
the N orth. West Com pany. From the conquest of 
Canada to the present time, the sa me parties, resi. 
~ent in England and Montreal, have invested and 
risked the capital which has enabled the Traders 
in the Interior, with success to extend their com'!' 
merce from the limits of Canad~ to the Frozen 
and Pacific Oceans, while their Chartered Rivals, 
with all the advantages of their exclusive privileges, 
and easy communication through JI udson's Bay, 
have been unenterprising and unsuccessful. To 
those ,,;hohave examined the principles upon which 
commercial interests and prosperity depend, this 
will not occasion surprize. Superiority of manage'!' 
ment, and of capital which has enabled the Cana
dians to extend their diSCOVeries, at the same 
time they maintained their prior establishments: 
The very Constitution of their Association founded 
upon a just distribution of profit betwe~p those 
who furnish the capital, and those who conduct 
its administration in the Trade: these latter, 
deeply interested in the success of their exer
tions, always ~'eady to undergo hardships of a 
kind little known in Europe, and perhaps une
qualle~ in any other part of the world, and whi<.:h 
cannot be expecte!1 from the servants of a Compa-, 
ny, whose salaries "",re fixed, and who have no other 
jllt':~'est in the profit which may result from their 
own exertions: such arc the means by which the 
Trade of the North-'Vest Company has been ren
dered profitable to themselves, beneficial to the 

, 
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tountry, and, at last, an object of envy to the Earl . 
of Selkirk. 

Whether this Trade can or cannot be retained 
to reward the industry of those who have esta
blished it, depends upon the promptness of the' 
measures adopted to compel Lord Selkirk to restore 
his plunder to the lawful owners of the property, 

. and to remoye all impediments to the freedom of 
eommunicationin the Indian Country. The North. 
West Company are fuBy satisfied that their claims, 
and their complaints on the subject of these out
rages, have met with every attention from Lord 
Bathurst, and they feet assured, that until a con· 
firmation of Lord Selkirk's assumed rights, takes 
place in the Courts of Justice in England, no 
attempt will be permitted by His Majesty's Go
vernment to rewestablish this unfortunate Colony. 
To the parties in England concerned in the Com~ 
pany, the determination of Government in this re
spect may be of less material consequences, as, if it 
be thOllg~t expedient to sacrifice the Trade for the 
encouragement of Lord Selkirk's schemes, they 
~an withdraw their capital, and seek reparation 
for the injustice they have hitherto sustained, by 
the ordinary course of law, which is open and 
equal to all classes of their ccuntrymen. To those, 
however, who have spent the best part of their lives, 
and many of whom have irretrie,·able ruined their 
constitutions, by the extreme exertions necessary 
in a rigorous climate, in the prosecution of an 
arduolls, and; as they have till now been taught 
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to believe, useful and respectable undert.1kin"'" 

b' 

the case i~ widely Jiffercl1t; and to them, any de-
cision \\ hich will leave Lord Selkirk in tem
penny possession d' his sPoIi~ition, c1' in the exer
cise of Lis as~umcd authOl i 1)" wili be fatal. One 

Se:1,:oll'S il~tLrruption in the communication must 
rlJi;~ thE ;:' tr~~d~; and, lllJlSt for ::lpy otll~r occupa~ 

tion, ?n(~ too cJd ill r:::r>y jl!~t~:llles to ct.ange 
their Labits, 0.&.· to ~~"'\~ ~y tLe t;";lcnts cr means they' ...... ... .. 

pos"""" to ··1 L-'l' (1 ., ct" t1 ry \\ ~] J ,1 tIl 11 1· • ,,,.::.,C) l',.l ",,;.,;:0, /_. ,l.l. ul U el se \es 
nt ~ 1a~c p<:.'iin1 of tlJeil' li';'d';, (\ p ;',ccl of ]JG~sibJy 
the only re:;ctlJ cc ur) \\ hich th y can ot>pend for 
tll('~r prLsent cxjbtn:cc or fldulc fTpport. These 
pen;ol1s are l'iOstly t LI..' svus of Hi~hland GentJe
men, Clergymen, and Farmers, \\ ho left their own 
country at an early age, to em b"lrk in all under
tak~nf!, ,yhich, even hom its (lifficulties and adven
h1l'C:-, heLl Ollt ~n int.h:cement to tl:e enterprising 
spirit \\ Lich disti!'gui~,Lcs 1lleir country. After 
spfndin:'; many ye~ns in the yarious gradations 
t hrollgh \yhiL'h II is n~ce~: :.:try to pass to obtain an 

~ll tc rest in the COllcenl, :.'.IlLt a prospect of reward 
~~iHl n.:i~~~!11Cr~,tj(,:; 1(Ji'their tcils ar:d labour, they 

lind themselves at last sacrificed to the restless and 
ral)a,':ol1~ projects of a p::~',:;rln ,':llO"e fortune and 
inficence, i,,;;~!:~d of being ~l~;plied to the benefit 

:).uJ <d·, ;:~llt~;:;:C of his cOlmtry in his ]HCper sphere, 
}la ve been ,;:,,~~ed an:l mis~pplied in undtrtakings 

1 ninous tl.) Limself, (lcstructiye to otLl:L'; and dis..

::! .. ~~fd to his character and stdiJc. 
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, " ii is posslble,' that in some of the 1etters written 
~y petsons dependant on the North. West Com
~ai'Iy, the Noble tOl'd will find expressions hostile 
to his interests; and by garbling these documents, 
may present accusations to his Majesty's Govern
iiietIt, whicn may; prima jiIcie, carry with them 
Sorrie seItibhince of probability; and it is not de
i,iedj that Yiolences have been comnlitted on both 
side!; which ate eitreme]y to be tegretted: but 
the Ndrth. WeSt Company challenge the most mi. 
nute inveStigation into theif conduct, with only 
suCh allowance as may faitly be made in that of 
their servants, who have, on some occasions, 
igainst their express orders, retaliated for injuries 
tHey ha~ previously sustainedJ They have always 
represented the impossibility, in such a country; 
and at such a remote distance from legaJ restraint; 
of tept'essing' the acts of la.wless individuals, who 
riuiy falsely represent themselves to be sanctioned 
by authority: As stated in the representation~ 
made'to Goverrnnent on·the subject, before 1.ord 
Selkirk's interference in the Trade, the Canadians 
had so'rrletim'es, and e-s'pc'ciaUy in the contests of 
rival Traders, complaints to mak2 on this subject, 
which gave rise to' thel Act of the 43rd of the 
King; and if tlrat authority had not been dispu
ted, and attenipts' had: not been made to substitute 
in its: place' a jurisdiction, ,yhich it was openly 
avbwed' would not be acknowledged by one of 
iheparties, the difficulties which have a.Iisen, might 

have been avoided~' 
s 
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The N orth-'Vest Company have, been at all 

times ready and anxious to meet questions of right 
in the Courts of this country, and would glad.y 
have instituted proceedings to ascertain th~m, 

if they could ha\'e removed the legal impedi. 
ments in their way. They have directly offered 
to Government to proceed at their own expence 
to try by scire facias or quo 'Warranto, the rig~s Qf 
the Hudson's Bay Company; but this it has been 
deemed inexpedient to comply with, or to submit 
the prerogative of the Crown in the case, to 
discussion in the Courts of Common Law. How 
it will be otherways possible ultimately to decide 
upon these claims, for a decision cannot be long 
postponed, they are not aware, unless by some 
proceeding in Parliament, either to confirm the 
Grant without examination or to provide for its 
limitation. If the question in this way assumes 
the shape of expediency and jostice, instead ef 
law, the North-'Vest Company have some claims 
on the consideration of their country, in opposi
tion to those of the Hudson's Bay Company and 
their Grantee, which even their enemies cannot 
deny them. 

They have, with a spirit of liberality and ex
pence, in many instances unrequited by the restdt 
of their undertakings, explored the whole Conti
nent of North-America, and ascertained the geo
graphical situation of almost every river and dis
trict of those immense regions. They have re .. 
cently established a considerable and thriving Co-
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lony on the Banks of the Columbia River, on the 
Pacific Ocean, in direct communication with their 
Settlements in Canada, and are now ex tending 
their inland Trade southward to the Spanish Set
tlements o~ California, and northward to those of 
the Russians at New Archangel. They have at 
this time upwards of 300 Canadians' employed in 
this Trade, between the Rocky Mountains and the 
!ea; and they have dispatched three ships round 
Cape Horn, with supplies, all of which have taken 
cargoes of Furs from Columbia,. for sale to the 
Canton market in China. 

They refer, without fear of disappoIntment, to 
the various. Governors, who have been appointed 
since the conquest. of Canada, ," to tlmt Province, 
for an account of their conduct as loyal and useful 
members of its community. In the late war, they 
may at least say their exertions were useful in its 
defen'ce: they, raised a. corl)s of Voyageurs, of 
which they serv,ed as o.ffiqeL':S, without pay, and 
without emolument; and their stores, vessels, and 
provisions, were always ready at the call of the 
military or naval, eom,mandel!S, for the publ,ic ser
vice. The influence of the Flit: Traders with the 
Indians was then duly appreciated, and they had 
the satisfaction offinding, that when under their 
controu1, there was neither danger of cruelty or 
excess in the employment of these auxiliaries, ill 
the difen,ce of the country. During the war, while 
the property of private individuals was respected 
by the enemy, tha~ of the North-West COUP:lllY 

f 
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enjoyed the honourable, a1thou~h to them unfor~ 

tL1nate~ clisti~ction of confiscatiol} ~~ _national pl'o~ 
perty i and they were on all ~c.~~iQll~ considered 
py th~ Al)Jerical~ Government :~as i~eptified )vitp 
that of Canada. ~l 

The attempt at ~olonizati~ rna~~ in th~ ~~~ 
Rjyer~ was, in it~ origirh obj~ct~onabl~ in ev~ry 
respect to the Fur Tf~der~, ~nd they do nqt d~ny~ 
~hat (except in the prqteptipp a:nd assist~nce they 
~onsidered it th~ir duty to afford to rh~ir s~ffl)
ing countrymen l, ~fter 4~ving ~s~~rt~in~d tQ~ r~ 
object whic~ the plans of Lord Selkirk were i~ 
tellded to coyer, they have d~l1e all ill the if power 
to l'en4er these schemes ~bortive; Jli)r. have they 
scrupled to represent to the Coloni~ts the haz~rd 
to which they subject~4 th~ros~lves. Their ~n~ 
9uct i~ this re~p~ct th~y have QQ qe~it~tio~ in ac~ 
knQwleqgiQg; they hap non~ il1 info~~~qg LOf4-

, Sell~irk, at th~ ti~~ his sp~cijla.tiQn was p'roje~te4, 
of their views with r~s.pect t9 it; and they will 
only be cOIlvjnced tpat their ~onquct has be~n un. 
just~fiable~ whe~ he shall ~sttlb1ishhis right to eject 
them f!O~l their pq~ses~i~ns· and trade, by the 
Grant made to ~i~; and when he shall show by 
what allthority he wa~ entitled tq form and esta
bli-;h such a Colony, in defiance of the King's 
Proclq.matiOl) of the 7th October, 1763. 

The Directors of ... the ~lldson's Bay Company 
~lOt on ly disayow all cpnnection with Lord Selkirk, 
but e\'en a knowledge of his more recent and vio
lent proceedings. They say that he has acted QIl 
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!l.i~ own ~e~pt?~~ipi!~t¥, ~~4 that tll~Y ar~ n~t coJt~ 
~~n~d i~ th~ t~an.S.:lct!9A~ which h.a.ve t~~~~ pl~e 
put ·~f the,ir t~rFit~rie~. l'his m.~y p~ . tru_~, J>~ 
thes~ q¥ntlemep' ,cert~jnly sellt out Agents to en .. 
gage men, and equip e;xpeditions frop} C!lnada the 
pr~ce,ding year, !J.n4 it is ulld~~st~od that ~ large 
proportio'Q of the ~ ca,n.oe-Uleu WbQ3CcOmpaoied 
.L~r4 S~llPrJ5, were their ~erv~nts, There may 
have ~eeJl J;Iluch rivalship in the Trade of the In
~~riOJ;, Qut the Canadians no more expected that 
this Cgpwany, whose Chlilrter was granted for a 
direct Tra~e to HudsonJ~ Bay, would ~ttem.pt to 
~art;y it on from Montreal, than they could e~p~ct 
that the EastUndi~ Company should send parties 
f~om CantQn to rival their est~bli,hments on the 
~olqrobja~ The whole proceeding, however, there 
can be 1itt~ «;i9ubt, h~d but one object-:-:-to driv~ 
.he North-W ~st CQ1llpany frpQ.1 the -Tr~~e. and 
~taill the mp~oPQly Qf it; and, how~ver, sincere 
Lord Selkirk-fIlay originally h:j.ve been in hispl'lns 
I)f coloni~ationt the Colony wa.$ ~ubs~quently C,OD

varted into an engine to effect this oJUect, find t~ 

~xpe1 every Canadian from tile Ipdi~ll CopntJ'Y. 
It appears furthel' necessary on th~ part of the 

North.West ,Company, alld especiaUy pf those 
who repr:esent their interests in England, that 
they should acquit themselves of any inattention 
to those inter.e~ts,. in ,110t haying laid before llis 

~ajesty's Government every informati?n in their 
vower, an4 their jqs.t claims for tht;! protection of' 
. , 



their persons and property, by the due execution 
of the laws of their country, as far as this. might 
have been practicable under all the circumstances 
of t~e 'case. The following statement 'will show 
they were not supine in this respect. . 

In February 1811, a l\femorial was presented 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, stating 
the difficulties which the American War h~d oee , 
casioned to the North;. West Trade, and that the 
only manner in which it could be preserved, would 
be by opening a direct communication with their 
Posts through Hudson's Bay; and 'in this Memo
riJ.I, the decision of His l\lajesty's Government 
with respect to the rights of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, and a definition of the boundaries with. 
in which thes~ rights were limited, ·was earnestly 
prayed for*~ Early in 1815, a Letter was received 
by the North·West Company from the Under Se
cretary for' the Colonies, inclosing another from 
the Earl· of: Selkirk, in whiCh he required the pro. 
tection of Government for his Colony, against the 
dangers with which it was threatened by the In
dians, at the instigation Q[ the North. West Compa
ny: to this the reply, dated the 18th March, 1815, 
was sent, and a copy of this, as well as some other 
subsequent applications from the representatives 
of the North.West Company to Government, will 
be found'in the Appendixt. The verbal answers 

• See Appendix, No. XXIII. 
t See Appendix, Nos. XXIV. XXV. XXVI. and XXVII. 
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they 'received to these communications were, that 
Government would attend to the subject, which, 
was one qf great dtlficulty j and the North. West 
Company can only add to this Statement, their 
sincere regret, that the evils foretold in all their 
eommunications, have so soon followed them. 





POSTSCRIPT. 

AFTER dle preceding Narrative had be~ sent 
to the Pr~ss, a Pamphlet made its appearance 
in the circle of Lord Selkirk's friends, entitled, 
" Statement respecting Lord Selkirk's Settlement 
Ie at Kildonan; its Destruction, in the years 1 ~15 
and 1810; and the Massacre of Governor Sem
C( pIe and his Party.';-A little explanation is only 
requisite, to convert this candid Statement into 
strong corroborative proof of the general correct
ness of the details contained in the Narrative, so 
far as the Author of the Pamphlet has been pleas
ed to continue his account of these transactions. 

The publication commences by deploring, that 
" the plans of colonization prosecuted by his Lord
"ship, have given rise to much "and gross mis
"representation ;" which no person, after peru
sing the following remarks on the statements con
tained in it, will be inclined to doubt. 

The first observation which it is necessary to 
notice~ is that made on the Protest entered by 
several ProprietOl:s of Hudson's Bay Company's 
Stock, against the Grant to Lord'Selkirk. There 
is no difficulty in at once admitting, as far as the 
admission can be serviceable to his Lordship's 
case, that the persons connected with the North
'Vest Company, whose names are affixed to the 

T 
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l)rotest, became Proprietors of Stock to defeat the 
designs they were aware, fronl Sir Alexander 
l"lackenzie's information, were then meditating" 
against their Trade. The Protest, however, as a 
Protest of Huoson's Bay Proprietors, must stand 
on its -own merits, and it most always be remem
bereJ, that it was signed by every person present 
at the IHeeting, except Lord Selkirk and tlte 
Jl;I embers of the Direction, and that tIle .first signa
tures, are those of the two largest holders, (Lord 
Selkirk always excepted), ofille Company's Stock, 
and who were perfectly unconnected with, and 
uninfluenced by the wishes or interest of the 
North 'Vest Company. 

To proceed to the more material parts of this 
"Statement," and taking them in order, we find 
an account of the " plans adopted for the destruc
"tion of his Lordship's Colony, at the annual 
" meeting of the North-West Company's Partners 
"at Fort 'V ill iall1, in the Summer of 1814." 
The only difference between this account and that 
of the North-"'"rest Company, is, that these plans 
were adopted by the latter in self defence; and the 
candid and entire omission of the preceding con
duct of his Lordship and his Agents, which ren
dered such measures expedient, is fortunately sup
plied in the Narrative, for the information of the 
public"". It is only necessary to refer to his Lord-

.. The ~orth-We,t Company are little solicitous by ,~hat name these plalJS 
<He called, whether for reJ>istance to the assumed authority and leni/o-

1"jol rig1!ts of Lord Selki'rk, or the IlIf""w",Ba~1 Companlh or for th~ 
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ship's \ Letter, "in sqfo custody," of the 18th of P.32 

.June, 181fl, the Proclamation of his Governor, of ~~~.s 

.the 8th Janna.ry, 1814, and the outrages and rob- tivt:. 

beries openly cQmmitted by him during the winter, 
~ainst the persons and the property of the North. 
West Company, attested by the evidence of Settlers 
and servants who were engaged in these affairs, 
~d which appear in the Correspondence between 
Lord Selkirk and Sir Gordon Drummond, to have 
been proved to His Excellenc.y's satisfaction. 

If these outrages will not justify the yiolent lan
guage ascribed to Mr. Alexander Macdonell in his 
,Letter, and in his determination to defend what 
Mr. Cameron and he, considered the rights of the P. 1 ~ 

Canadians in the Interior, they will at least ac-
count for it: and in all the subsequent transactions, 
it will' be invariably found, that every violence 
which it isalledged has been committed by the 
Canadians, has been occasioned by some previous 
outrage on the part of Lord Selkik's followers. 

The account which follows, from page 13 to 3'2, 
of Mr. Macdonell and Mr. Cameron's conduct in 
the Interior, in prosecution of the" plans adopted 
" for the destruction of the Colony," bears to some 
extent the appearance of probability ; and it is 
not impossible, both these Gentlemen had used 
their influence with the Sett~ers, to desert a Colony 
established without legal ,AuthorilY, and which was . 
destruction of his Lordship's Colony; they only prote~t again;;l tilt. word 
COlUIlY, iJleluding the lives and properties of the poor alld inolfellsi\'e pel

Ion!> t'lgaged in it, whom it has con!ltant)~ Ut:cn their earntst dt'iirt'to 

aid aad to "Rlfeet. 

men! 
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evidently intendedj;o ruin their interests and tl'ad~ 
Did the Noble Lord really suppose that these per
sons would quiet1y submit to his notice as Land. 
lord*, to quit the posts they occupied; or, that 
they should not pro\'ide against the physical means 
which were accumulatingto enforce that notice, and 
which they had his own assurance, would be so ap
plied, wherever they were sufficient for the purpose? 
The case made out by his Lordship against Mr. Ca
meront, relieves, to a certain degree, the unfavour
able impression of his conduct \vhich existed even 
on the minds of his connexions, in consequence of 
reports 'spread by the Agents of Lord Selkirk and 
the Hudson's Bay Company. It has before been 
asserted in the N arrati ve, that the cannon were 
brou;; ht to the Colony by the Settlers, and it now 
appears that they wer(~ so brough~ in consequence 
of orders issued by 111)'. Cameron. This Gentle-

'man is ~ll?fortunately unable to answer the charges 
of his accusers, from their having illegally confined 
and sent him to Hudson's Bay; and these charges 
are prir:cipally grounded on report; !Jllt if he is 
able to gi\'e as satigoctory reasons for the rest of 

[:tllfc- his conduct, as he assigns in his Letter of the 3d 
April to ttl!'. Archibald l\facdonald, for having 

'" Sf't ~;aTl'atire, p. 34, 

t 2\ir. Cameron was appointed, by a Commi~ion from ~ir Geo. Pre

\'ost, to the ri:nk of Captain in t~e Indian and C<ln,]uel'cd Countrie.t, 
during tile war; but he certainly hCld no greater right to a~,Ullle that 
rank ill the Red R:\'er, than the Officers of Go\'ernor Macdonell's al'
pointmeut, 
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authorized the Settlers to take possession of th@ 
.guns, it will not require much additional justifi
'Cation. These reasons are not mere allegations; 
there 'are sufficient proqfs of the uses to which the 
artillery had been previously applied. 

The arrest of Miles Macdonell and Mr. Spencer, 
and the hardship of these worthy Gentlemen having 
been taken 2500 miles to Montreal, wheretheywere 
not ultimately brought to trial, are circumstances 
before accounted for: Lord Selkirk, in "'!lat he 
terms an " explanation of the former's ('o~)(.luct," 
does not den)~the truth of the charges brought 
against them. 

His Lordship goes on to give an account of his 
prdceedings in Canada, after his arri\'al in that 
Colony. His correspondence with Sir Gordon 
Drummond will explain itself, and only tends to 
show, that the misrepresentations under which be 
lwa prevailed up;;;' Government at home to aid 
and a's-sist his schemes, could have no influence 
where proof was at hand to correct these misrepre
sentations, and to explain the purposes for which 
he required a military force, asked ostensibly for 
the de.ftnce qf his Colony. Without intending the 
le,ast reflection upon any Officers, 7.dwm !tis Lord. 
ship wished to select for ~uch a service, it is not 
unjust to suppose, that a man of military habits 
and unsuspecting disposition, might readily have • 
been converted, by the ... :ery opposite and design
ing character of his Lordship, aided hy the pIau-
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-sible authority of high legal opinions upon a cast ' 
111ifairly stated, into an engiIJe for the prosecution 
of his schemes against his rivals in t~ade. His 
ready application of his own military force in aid 

, of his magisterial mandates, at least justifies this 
-inference ; and it is justly remarked by Sir Gor
don Drummond, "that if the lives or property of 
" Lord Selkirk's Settlers are, or may hereafter be 
u endangered, that danger will arise principally 
" from the conduct of Mr. Miles 1\1 'Donell towards 
" the North. West Company." A change of con
duct in his Lordship's Agents, would certainly have 
been a better defence, than any military force, for 
his Colony ; and a blind and infatuated deter
n1ination to persist in those measures which occa
sioned its first dispersion, it is evident, solely pro
duced its final destruction in 1816. 

Until the present publication, the North-"'''est
Company had no knowledge of the Correspondence 
between Lord Selkirk and Sir Gordon DruID:
mond, nor are they aware of the motives which in .. ' 
duced His Excellency to refuse his Lordship's re .. 
quest, beyond the apparent one they have sug
gested. It appears, however, an application made 
tor a guard to-.. protect his person, was readily 
granted; and the frank and liberal conduct of the 
gallant Officer, should at all events have pro
tected him from the sneer c~t upon what Lord 
Solkirk terms his "legal opinion" of the powers 
and authority assumed by Mr. Miles Macdonell. 
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Does Lord Selkirk really suppose, upon a fofr 
Itatement qtthe case, that the eminent persons he 
refers to, would sanction the claims of power set 
up by this person, or justify his exercise, and con;. 
lequent abuse of it ? 

\ The apology offered for the engagement of the 
mercenary force who attended his Lordship on his 
expedition to the Interior, is worthy attention. 
These were intended (jitsuqjects!), as Farmers and 
Settlers ; and to conceal the fact of their having 
been supplied with new uniforms, it is stated, that~ 
" as usual on their discharge, they retained their 
" clothing." 

We proceed next to his Lordship's expedition ; 
his account of the unfortunate conflict on the Red 
River; and his subsequent proceedings at Fort 
William. 

With respect, ~rst, to the melancholy transac. 
tions on the Red River; in the candour which per
~ades this publication, as in the account of the 
transactions of the former year, all mention of 
preceding circumstances is totally omitted ; an 
omission without which his Lordship could not 
expect his partial and interested representation 
would succeed, with even the most ignorant or 
prejudiced reader. 

All mention of the plans laid, not nuw for the 
destruction Q[ the Colony, but £Or the destruction 
of the North.West Company's Trade, is studiously 
avoideJ ; still the intended blockade of the na"iga-
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tion was prepared: Fort Gibraltar was taken and 
~(~~;: destroyed, Mr. Cameron made prisoner, and all 
'l,.55. the property, books, papers, &c. of the North. 

'Vest Company seized and confiscated on the .17th 
of l\Iarch : the Fort on the Pembina River, with 
all the property, was taken on the 20th M~ch, 
and AleXand~r Macdonell's post at Qu' Appeie, sum
moned immediately afterwards. '~;"as it wonder
Hil, that after all these ootrages; the latter person 
should assemble such force as he was- able, in his 
o'U:n deftnce, and to preserve and protect the whole 
retUl'ns of the North."" est Company from the re. 
mote stations, from being taken and confiscated, in 

the same manner as those at the two Provision 
Posts? And will any person doubt, from the pre
ceding occurrences, and the subsequent col1duct of 
Lord Selkirk at Fort ,\Villiam, that precautions 
'[cere expedient to prevent his getting possession 
if a large stake, to hold, even on the most fa
vourable interpretation of his conduct, till his 
claims were decided? That it was necessary to 
employ the Half-Breeds and Indians in defence 
of their property, the 1\orth-'Vest Company must 
lament; and they mllst long feel the consequ~c~s 
of having been obliged to resort to their assistance; 
but it is pOSt;th'cly ,denied, that there was the most 
remote inte~ltiOll on the part of Alexander IVlacdo
nell, or any Partner of the North-West Company, 
to place the lives or property of the Colonists at 
risk, in any attack or retaliation on the Settle
ment. The account gi\'en by l\I1r. Pritchard, of 



the conflict which ensued, is e~actly in unison wit~ 
that in the Narrative; and tbere are no differences 
to reconcile in the djfferent statements, which in 
the least authorize the appellation of murderers
given to the parties actually engaged in the affi-ay., 
Mr. Pritchard \ who certainly cannot be accused of 
any good will towards the North-,"Vest Company 
(as well as all the other witnesses), admits the 
facts of Mr. Semple having marched out and pur
sued the Indians; of words having passed with 
Bouch~, in consequence of which Mr. Semple at
tempted to seize him; and although he does not 
admit the first firing to have taken place from 
Semple's party, he will not go the length of the, 
other two witnesses, Bourke and Heden, in po
sitively affirming the contrary. The latter witness 
is an ignorant person, whose memory seems to 
have been refreshed by those who had a case to 
make out from it, and d<?es not seem much relied 
uvon, even by the Author of the Pamphlet, who 
says, with respect to this person, "that in the 
" confusion of'such a business, one might be dis
" posed to doubt in some degree the minute accu
"racy of the Deponent's information." Lord 
Selkirk has somewhere salll of the testimony of the 
Colonists, "seduced to t:lC commission of crime 
" by Cameron," that it should he received \\'ith 

• This person had left their senil~e to enter th:it (If Lonl S.,lkirk's; 

he had charo:e -"r the North-West Vompany's pu't at r. i\' iere La SoruieJ 

whic:1 w:,~ plllfl,ll'ri-J. by Spencer allll l\Lctlont'll, as detailed iH 

:'(J" VII1. IX. ul:l(l X. dtl:e jppcnliix to the Narl';".,ilt:. 

U 
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great SuspIcIOn; and this caution is particularly 
requisite in the Affidavit of Bourke, who was at 
the time under an accusation 'of felony, and who, 
next to Colin Robertson, acted the principal part 
in the attack and robbery of Fort Gibraltar, and 
the Post on the Pembina River. "That has be
come of the Deposition of 1\: olin, mentioned in 
]tIr. Vanders!uys' Juurnal, on this subject, and 
why has it been suppressed? and the present one 
~mbstituted in its place? 

It is unfortunate for Lord Selkirk's assertion, 
that the Indians and' Half-Breeds were collected 
for an attack on the Colony, that some of the 
evidence he produces, directly contl"adicts it. 
The testimony of Blondeau is distinct, that it was 
only proposed to bring down the Half-Breeds 
for the defence of the N ortlz-Irest Interests and 
Property. It is strange, also, if the Colony wa~ 
in so much danger early in the year, that the 
danger should have been wilfully increased by 
the attacks of Robertson and his party on the two' 
llosts: nor does there appear to have been any 
attempt made by Mr. Semple or Robertson, to 
come to an amicable understanding with the 
North. ,\\T est Partners, which circumstance is in
explicable, if they feared so much danger to the 
lives of the Colonists. 

The conduct of the Half.Breeds and Indians, 
after the conflict with the Colonists, may be cor. 
rectly stated, with some little allowance for the 
colouring given to it in Mr. Pritchard's itatc-
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ment; and there is no doubt of the plunder 
of the property and destruction of the buildings; 
but it is denied that Grant was authorized 

'. to act generally for the North-West Company; 
and it i'3 perfectly impossible to believe the wild 
and vague, although horrid, statements, of 1\1 f. 
Macdonell and his companions having expressed 
joy on being informed of Mr. Semple's fate. 
These assertions invalidate the testimony of the 
witnesses in other particulars.-That after the 
open war which had been declared against them 
by Lord Selkirk's dependants, and the hostilities 
which had been committed, the dispersion of the 
Colony was a matter of regret, cannot be sup
posed: its very existence, and the exercise of 
the powers claimed by the Governor, of seizing 
persons and confiscating property under the Char. 
ter, must have caused the ruin of their concerns. 

The former account of the seizure of the Hud· 
son'') Bay Company's Furs, and of their being 
separately packed and marked when they were 
sent down to Fort William, is fully corroborated 
by the additional evidence given in the App~ndix . 

• It is here necessary to refute the unfounded 
and malicious statement, that 1fr. l\I'Leod, and 
the Partilers with him, " were proceeding with 
" the body of Indians and Canadians under their 
" orders, in pursuance of a plan concerted with 
"Alexander Macdonell, that they should at
"tack the Settlemflnt from below, while he 
"brOlJO'ht down the Half-Breeds and Indians b 



142 

"~r the same purpose froom Qu' A ppele." It 
has been before stated in the Narrative, 'that 
the first accounts which were received at Fort 
,;Villiam from the Interrior, only brought in
telligence of the capture and destruction of the 
P~ovision Posts, and of the probability of an 
attempt being made to intercept the returns. 
The Agents had then no' communication with 
Macdonell, the safety of whose Post they also 
feared; and 1\11'. M'Leod was dispatched with 
an the force which could he mustered, and with 
directions, if necessary, to resort to the addi. 
tional as:\istance of the Indians for the defence 
and security of the property of the Company. 
He took with him Lieutenants Brumby and 
:Jiisani, who witnessed his proceedings, and met 
the Colonists, as mentioned in the Pamphlet. 
It appears by that account, that in his deter
mination to arrest and bring to Justice the of
fenders who aided in the attack and destruction 
of the Forts, 1\1r. l\I'Leod may have, in'distant 
imitation of his Noble Riva1, somewhat ex
ceeded his authority as a Magistrate.-If his ex
clamations against Mr. Robertson were incau
tious anel yiolent, they were at least natural, 
after the atrocious ads committed by that 
person. 

Iv1r. l\l'Lcod's Letter is dated on the 3d of June, 
long previous to the coufiict with Semple, which 
proves the absurdity of the accusations against 
the parties arrested, of being implicated in that 
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event; and if the measures which it was indisa 
pen sible to have recourse to, on the principle of 
self-defence, are objectionable, they· must recoil 
on the authors and abettors of the outrages 
whi~h occasioned them.-The same charge is made 
against Mr. M'Leod as against Mr. Macdonell, 
of having received with high gratification the 
account of Mr. Semple's death, and with the same 
semblance of probability.-This Gentleman is 
also accused, and possibly justly, from the ex
pressions in hjs Letter, of having given orders to 
intercept a Courier sent by Lord Selkirk by the 
route of Fond du Lac to the Red River; but no 
mention is made of the previous seizure of the 
Winter Express of tlie North-1Vest Company, 
after the destruction of the Posts.-That Presents 
may have been made to the Indians and Half
Breeds sent from Fort des Prairies to the assist
ance of Mr. Macdonell, after' the destruction of 
the lower posts, is very natural, even although 
they may have been engaged in the conflict with 
Mr. Semple. Whatever may be Lord Selkirk's, 

or the North-'Vest Company's opinion of the con
duct of these people in that affair, his Lordship 
will probably be aware, that it would be rather 
dangerous to attempt setting up these opinions in 
payment of t~e services which were required of 
them; another danger, in the employment of 
such auxiliaries, and another condemnation of the 
conduct of those, who, by their attack upon the 
ploperty and persons of the N orth-Vi est Com-
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pU!ly, rendered an ~tppeal to, their a~sistance ne. 
cessar~r . 

The early account of these transactions trans. 

mitted by the North-'Yest Company to their 
frientls in Erlgland, js brought forward among the 
procifs of their being the aggressors in them, be. 
cause." forsooth, these accounts manifest" a restless 
aJLricfj;" to prove their innocence, before there was 
~llly accusation of guilt. The l.etter quoted, was 
w::itten by ~dr. Richardson, which is a sufficient 

~::;"ilr~l!lCe to any person who has heard of his name 

and CklI:tC't!:r, that the information \yhich it con· 
"L'YC,! \\'<1;:-; th:1t \\ltich he cUllscientiously believed, 
and, ~s f'r as he had the power of ascertaining, 

corn d and impartial. In the vague stories which 
first reachell :Molltreal, of the conflict on the Red 
Hiver, it was saiJ no person connected with the 
l\orth-"Test C011l11any was within 100 miles of the 
spot; and because this report was repeated in 
England befOre allt"CJlI;~ iliformation could be 
p~'ocllred, it is aJduced as proof of studied and 
,yilful misrepresentation. The channel through 
which these Letters came to the knowledge of the 
Author or Authors of the Pamphlet, should also 

be attended to: they were sent by the Gentleman 

to whom they ,vere addressed,,. as he received 
them, to the Deputy-Governor of the Hudson's 

nay Company, with strong expressions of regret 
as to the meLmcholy information they contained, 
and in common cour~~s\' to communicate it to 

" him. 
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But little detail of the Noble I.ord's expedition, 

and proceedings at Fort "rilliam, is gi\·en in the 

Pamphlet; still, there ~lre some material admis
sions of the motives which induced his Lordship 
to proceed thither; and although, as matter of 
curiosity, his· O7i:n account of his sub'ieq uent con d 

duct must .be interesting, correct information is 
not wanting on the subject. 

To make use ofa term applied to Mr. Richard~ 
son's expression of feeling, in his account of the oc
currences at the Red River, we have the" ca1)ting" 
Letter of his Lordship to Sir John Sherbrooke. 

With no other occasion to go near Fort 'Villiam, 

it was still necessary he should proceed there,
an interested party, as a Magistrate, to endea\'OLiJ' 
to bring offenders to justice, or " to allure an 
" audacious crime to pass unpunished." ,r:IS the 
seat of Government of Upper Canada so far dis
tant from St. Mary's, that no express coulll be seat 
to Goyernor Gore, withilliormation that persons 
sllspe8led qf murder, ,verc assemlJlen at a place 
within his jurisdiction; with a request that an 

immediate investigation shoulll take place, :.Uld 

that the parties ~gainst whom allY sufficient ::,us

pic ion of crime existed, should be apprehended? 

Or could there be a doubt that Governor Gore 

would take instant cognizance of the matter, allll 

if he considered such additioncd precaution neees
~ary, aid the ci\il force, by the military in Ilis 
11!nje..sI!J's sen:icc , stationed at St. Ju;;eph's :) 
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But his Lordship rightly concluded, he was the 
most competent authority' to promote his own 
views and purposes, which were so inconsistent 
not only with all principle of justice, but with 
every principle of com mon honesty or morality.
The employment of his military force is the next 
circumstance to be accounted for, which it is 
acknowledged, was not accidentally at Fort Wil. 
liam, but taken there with concerted and pre ... 
ineditated design :-What law does his Lordship 
find to justify such a proceeding, entirely di. 
vested even of the excuse, if that could be 
an excuse, of his having hastily resorted to such 
assistance from feelings of the moment ?-He 
stands convicted, on his own admission,. of hav
ing deliberately employed, in a treasonable man
ner, against the lives and properties of his fel. 
low subjects, a band of foreign mercenaries, paid, 
armed, and equipped by himself, in defiance of 
all ~aw, and in contempt of all acknowledged au· 
tlIOl'ity. 

After his determination to employ such force
look at the application of it-He issues 'Varrants 
as a .ZY.lagistiltlte (was he so authorized in Upper 
Canada ?) to apprehend certain respectable indi
diduals on the heavy charges qf treason, conspi
racy, and murder, grounded solely on an infe. 
Tcnce, that because these persons had authorized, 
ill 1814, measures of resistance to outrages com
mitted against them by Lord Selkirk and his 



147 
, Agents, they must be implicated in the affair itt 

which ~/Ir. Semple lost his life, tr('o years after

wards. 
Although there was not an appearance of j llS

tice in this proceeding, it was quietly submit. 
ted to, and a barefaced story, bearing with it 
its own refutation, of an attempt at resistance, 
is invented, to justify the assanlt and capture 
of Fort "Yilliam, as recorded in Mr. Vander
sluys' Journal, and the oth~r evidence in the 
N arrati ve.-,V ere not all the preparations also 
made for a storm, the cannon pointed against the 
Fort, &c. before even the Warrants were issued? 
That resistance was not made, is to be ascribed 
to the " canting" feelings of the Partners of the 
North. \-Vest Company: it was not for want of 
means, nor of a just cause to warrant their be
ing made usc of, in resisting he inf.:'tmous at .. 
tack upon their property.-The Pamphlet states, 
and states truly, there were, besides 300 Cana .. 
dians, I 70 Iroquois Indians in ~he Encampment: 

, if a gun had been fired, or the least encourage .. 
ment given to these people to attack Lord Sel
kirk's mercenaries, and a single Indian had fallen 
in the conflict, it is bllt too probable, that not one 

of the opposite party u:ould have o:dlived it, to re
cord thefotc oj'his companiolls.-This would have 
certainly added to the list of victims to Lord 
Selkirk's projects, and possibly to the 3ccusations 

'Y 
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against the North.\Vest Company for another 
massacre of his deqendents. 

His Agents who had been guilty of the former 
atrocities, were provided with some defenc~, such 
as it was, for their conduct, which their Master 
coulJ not plead in the present case.-"; hen Mr. 
:Miles l\lacdonell, in 1813and 1811, openly and 
publicly seized the persons and property of the 
N ~rth. \Vest Company, which led to the resist
allce made by nIl'. ~amel'on and 1\Jr. I\lacdonell; 
anll \\ hen 1,11'. Semple and !VIr. Robertson cap
tured and destroyed the Provision Posts in 1816, 
'vhi~~l occ8.~~iol1ed the assembling of the Half
Breeds and Indians for the protection of the re., 

mail1ing property of the North. \Vest Company 
on the Red River, they were only enforcing the 
powe,'s of sei;:ure and confiscation granted by 
Char tel' to the I-ludson's Bay COmpG'llY, and 
"hlch Lord Selkirk's Agents are instructed, as 
appears by hi.') own letters, to consider legal, and 
expcuient, v;here\'er their physical means are, 
~t(h··~lll~!te to the obj~ct. 

FC?rt \:rilliam is situa~d within the acknow. 
Jl'clgl:ll juri~;jJiction of Upper.Canada, and Lord 
t;dkirk lbd·eto;'e C~:!Hlot even avail himself of the 
poor (ld~'i1ce nrg('cl by his satellites for their con-
duct. ' 

- • .A 
It 1; n~)t n2~2::;sary to add to t¥se already pro-

tr~u.:tell 12u~rk.;, any further observations upon 
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the subsequent conduct of Lord Selkirk. The 
Author of the preceding Narrative, who had 
some fears that extreme- violences might have been 
committ'ed by the Partners of the North-'Vest 
Company in the Interior, from the exaggerated 
reports which had been spread o~ the subject, 
finds himself considerably relieved by the. case 
brought against lhem in the Pamphlet, eyen with
out hearing their own defence of their conduct. 
From the testimony produced generally in the 
Appendix, it is evident the country has continued 
in a state of more or less party hostility, since the 
authority assumed by Mr. Miles Macdonell, and 
his outrageous proceedings in 1813: of course, 
every quarrel and affi"ay between the Settlers and 
the Freemen, the Half~Breeds or the Indians, is 
ascribed to the North-We~t Company; and in the 

- numerOllS Affidavits of the parties who are con
cerned in them, it is invariably said, the North-

" 

West Company's peop1e commenced a file, or re-
turned one, as if these conflicts actually. took 
place in consequence of their orders.-Even the 
-examination of the Indian at St. Joseph's, pub
lished by Lord Selkirk, proves th~~t the N:.tiives 

were originally jeaJous of the Red River Colony; 
and it will not he denied, that the Half-Bre..eds 
had invariably expressed their hostilit.y to it* . 

., An immpressinn is attempted to be maGe, that tltfge hitter paCl],le are a 

racil only kllo,.n sillce tlllI estalJlid.ment of ti:c '" cnh-W ~,t Company; hui 
the fact is, that when the Traders first pl'\Jetrated ill(" that COU1Itry, after 

the Conquest of Canada, they fOWld it overrLlIl by pt:r~OIlS of this dcscrip-
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Of all the proceedings which have given rise to 

these publications on both sides, the most painful 
reflection which occurs, is on the manner in which 
it has been attempted to justify unlawful acts, by 
the forms of law and authority.-It may be f~lirly 
doubted, whether any of the numerous persons in 
the Interior, ",hose conduct is implicated in these 
transactions, was, in respect of information or ac .. 
(luirement, fit to be entrusted with the powers of 
the l\1agist1 ate, and still less at a time, when 
all parties must ha\-e be~n more or less biassed by 
a spirit of party and animosity.-That the same 
feelings have had some effect on the testimony 
produced, is quite evident. The witness Nolin 
is made, by the t\\"O accounts, to swear opposite 

~ 

stories; and, in the desposition now br()lIght .1ur-
rJ..!ard, he says, a consultation was held between .' 
Cameron and his people, to find means of driving 

tirm, some of whom Wf>ff> tlll'l1 tilt' dlief Le,,,kr~, of thl' Llifferent T,d,," Ill' 

II,uiJlJ, ill tIll:' PI;,i,,,, and illilt'rited the naml'~ of Ih,·ir {'atllf'rs, wlto had . ' 

L, <'1.11)1' prillc;I';.l FIl'nl'h '-'llndllandC111lS, and 'I'raders of th~ J)j-trif'l. 

A (1I:lllklll..l.1l wi,,, \'.;,~ llotillerl} LlJ;:;aged in the In,liall Trar\e, alld who 

\'.i.l.' Iatl'l)' ill ~."nlltlll, informl'd tl ..... \~~thor, tllat w~tt'll III' erst \'b;tl'd llll~ 

r_e rl Rivpr in twe year 17"'-1, Lt' "'ilS ~I"I'I,.'J ne:Jr the l'''rk~ llY ~Ollle of 

these Half-Breerl, ur Brill,!, Chi.·r-, wh .. told 11;111 tlmt he couiLI only trade 

Ll that C\'UlllI,~ ;1: their pt'rmi.'3iun ; villI as the price of "urh perrni-,ion, 

th:'~" exa.cteLl from him (jolills to the value of ahon! £4011. Tl!i,. Gentleman 

!ctl'ld at 1:;1' Cpr"r ReLl Hiver, 1\1 ... Grant, the father of II", Half-Breed 

Gr':""l Jllentiollt:d iu tile :' Mratl\e, "lIo hud ra:d a ,ilnilar trllluI!' for pIt' 

u:.;~ion tf) trLu!.:; so t:I~lt il appears the right 1I0W eiaimf"\ by tll~ Ha1f-Br~ed~, 

v) the f'(':c"rs';'JIl of : .. e (','dlltry, is at b:l'il no nOl1dt:!. 
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away the Settlers at one blow;' that he twas not 
present, but that he had heard something about 
it from Bosthonois, a half-bread Indian, some 
months afterwards. 

In these, as well as in his general observations 
on Lord Selkirk's conduct, the Author is sensible 
he has some opology to make to the Public, for 
the strong expressions he has sometimes made use 
of; and he trusts that apology will be found in 
the feelings which have naturally been excited, 
by the false and slanderous accusations against 
his near relations and friends, and the base and 
malignant treatment they have experienced fro111 
the Noble Lord.-He joins sincerely in the hope 
with which the Pamphlet concludes, th~t every 
measure which the Law can sanction, or tile 
Executive Power can enforce, should be strc
Jlllously adopted, to bring offenders to justice, and 
to re·establish public peace; and he has no fear 
that any influence which the Noble Lord's station 
or rank might otherwise have given him in the dis
cussions which must ensue, will nC'71' have wci9'Lt 
with those, who may have hitherto entertained 6. 
vourablc impressions of his conduct and cha~'C}cter. 
Until these recent events, the North. 'Vest Cum
pany had also a very different opinion of the ge
neral character and habits of Lord Selkirk: it is 
true, they always considered his schemes as dic
tated by a wild and frantic spirit of projcdion, and 
dreaded th'" results, as directly diecti:~g them-
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~elves, but even in their application to Lord Ba. 
thurst, of the 15th March, 1815, they say, '~"",Ye 

" beg to be understood as imputing no improper 
" motives, in all we have stated, to Lord Selkirk. 
"OUf conviction is, that his Lordship as sin
"cere1y, as singularly, believes in the probability 
"of ultimate success; and aU we can expect 
"from His lVIajcsty's Government is, that if 
"they should see it fit to sanction and encourage 

" h:s Lord~J!ip's undertaking, they will take ade
" quate measures to protect the Trade of His M~ 
"jesty's Subjects against the cO'llsequences appre
"henc>_'J from it."-The North. West Company 
have since, however, discovered much method in 
his LOH::ship's conduct, and find they haye not 
only to guard against the paroxysms vf his coloni
:::iog disorder, but also against the studied arti
fice and design ,·;hich mark the conspiracies of 
his more luci·J moments. 

, 
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MONTREAL, ftfay, 1818. 

IN republishing in Canada the " l\T arrative of o~ 
U currences in the Indian Countries," 't~)hich 'li.!GS 

eompiled from the injbrma lion received in England 
down to February 1817,·120 alterations or additions 
have been made, either to correct any tlifting inac
curacies ff which may 'lave crept hila the work, or to 
elucidate the subject byfurther hiformation since 0'0 ... 
tuifled, or by the detail oj subsequent events. At a 

future period the pZl.blic curiosity will no doubt be 
gratified in those respects. It seems only necessary 
t9 add, tltat in the month qf May 1817, the N ortll-
~est Company regained possession Q[ Iort TVil
'"11m, in virtue Qf a writ if r-estitulion issued by the 

Magistrates qf. Upper Canada, and directed to the 
Sizeri/f. In March before, however, the ~herijf's 

• In the preredilll!,' Narati\'e and in f.e Communieat:on made to the Se
cretary of State, it is said, with rebti',11 to the "rosecutions against .Mile~ 

M'Dol')ell and. John $p(m('~r, that it appearirrg t:lat, as they might hare 

acted· under a misapprehensi(;11 of :II!~ 110~itr, there woultl h~ a failure in pro

ving against them thl'felon'cus inte~\t, and thai t:JI' actions were drcppeL!. 

4s however, these prosecntions ar:l actually_ going on !t'~e, ,1'].\ as no i,'.'a wag 

ever entertained on thi~ side tllt' ,"ater of snspeul\i'l,'; them, it is right 'lere to 

state, tha.t the opinion that was taken 11;) on the sul:.;ed in T,(llluon, was 
hastily adopted un imperfect inforn~(lti('~J, whilst a deart'r and better "iew 

of the matter has lY::.·a Ll!~"n in thii "(mnlry (J";-ing from a 1,J('re intimate 

knolVle(lge of the f,t\lJ:,;.<clio\1.~ in question- t;~I~,posilJg en'r ihat the defence 

{~. a !)lL,l<.tJ.:en ::<;slJmption oi authority b<:> F,1i,l, yet it will ll"t s,'reen the~e 

(.If, l .... ·n lrulll til ~ rl.:\rge o( haviD'; grossly ;J"J "lcll'lJtly exeet>u"u sueh 

q;polled aUlhorit:;. Wi,atever right Miles lU',ilonell, might prev·;:·l to Iwve 

I~ his a,-.::neJ qm;litf of Governor of Ossiniboia to issu~ a rr,)('lamation 

It'8hibiting tbe eXl"}rtafion of provisiOlF. Ile Cf,ald have l'one to o-,Ier his 

iLrrants, to) hreaJc open hml':es and Uoer.; and to seize pr:.r:siOlLi : 'ord un

Je~ hd ~n.j key, bl'ellUSe he 8u.Ypcr'{cd they might be i;'t['n~'d to t,.> ex

p"r:ul; a doctrine very near a. kin b tLe French :C\'J1 'Jtionary Fract:(~i" of 

imp. i..;oning- those Sour,onne! d'etl'e,(!spcr:tl·. 
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outllOrill/ had been resisted, and his person imprisfl 
oned by Lord Selkirk, and it 'Was not till after his 
Lordship had left Fort rrilliam, and the Nort-West 
Canoes arrired, that the A."'heriffwas released,· and 
enabled Qjficial'y to take possession of the place and 
property, and to restore them to their righiful owners. 
But this restitution was not without there being 
.fo~nd a ~very large dejiciency in the stores and 

goods, much Q/'rr'hich had been used and embezzled 
during die "a:inter; nor '"I.iit/lOut great delapidation 

and ilU llr!} to the premises. 
In pursuance qf the Prince Regent's proclama

tion, issued at Quebec on the 3d Q[ May, 1817, the 
N 07,th-lrest Compmly likewise re-entered upon their' 
other establishments which had been so unlawjully 
seized upon, and generally as much reparation Was 
qfforded them, as could be made, by restitution, 
in natura, on the spot; though certainly a very in
adequate compensation. for the extent of the dama
ges the,1} had sustained. Their trade is now going 
on as {{sllal, and they have to congratulate them
seh'c:s that there is at length 0 prospect Q[ justice 
bei/zg {}u.'2e them, by the operation qf legal investi

gation; and by the t;ffectual inter:ference and pro
tection 0/ gQ'{)ernment to prevent the recurrence qf 
those lm.dess and unprincipled aggressions upon 
their persons and pr.operly tCltiell are pourtrayed 
in these pages, and to secure to them INDEMNITY 

FOR THE PAST ~LVD sr;CURI7'Y FOR TIlE FUTURE. 
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No~ I. 

Protest of ProprietOrs qf the Hudson's Bay Com
pany, against the grant to Lord Belkir!c. 

'I' 

• 
To the Honorable the Go'Vernor a'nd Company qf Adventurers 91 

. England, tradi~g ,in Hudson's Bay. 

,The Memorial of the undernamed Stockholders and 
Proprietors in tit e said Company J 

8HEWETH, 

THA T whereas it appears from the Record of the Proceed
ings of the said Company at tht::ir last Meeting, that it is in con
templation to grant to the Right Hon. the Earl of Selkirk, a' 
certain part of the Territory of the said Company, to him and 
his heirs for ever in ft!c ~irnple: Your Memorialists have taken 
the same into their most' serious, consideration, ar.d availing 
themselves of the limited period allowi:d by the ar1journment of 
the liaid Meeting, u'.'llIit to your Honorable Body, the grounds 
and reasons UpOl! which they dissent to any such Grant or a lit:na
tion of the COn,~),l'!y'S pnll?e:'ty. 

ht. Bee" "':';':, .. " yillg all the arguments w hi.,;' OC(,l'T to t h ~-:l, 

proving the impolicy (if th2 said Grant, thU';o.l, . n()~ :,:' i';" :!' 

to be any f~.;,qu, . cmlsiucration stipulated f~'r, be t','c,:'e:j t~::: 

said Compilny am: t~le sa;d Earl. The b, ~ rOIJG,;,('::' to be 
granted, COl' ,"eh.,lls a t~lT.itOly of abrut seV,'Llj th',;..\~:!!I.;. ::.~\~ 

perficial m}lu, ~out~L, ~, 1:' :':~-"':"iC .. :~l",~:.~ ":I~' :";';f'f) of . 
I,;:' 

. " 
" 

" 



that part of the territory which is most valuable, fit for cultin. 
tion, and constitutes no inconsiderable portion of the Company's 
Capital Stock. 

2dly, Because, if it be for the benefit of the said COlJlpany, 
(and there is no evidence of sufficient weight to make it clear 
to the understandings of your Memorialists), to sell so large and 
valuable a portion of their Territory, the proper mode of doing 
so for the interest of the Stockholders, is obviously, that which 
is usually adopted in the faithful execution of all ~ rusts of a 
similar nature, namely, to e:<pose it to Pubiic 8ale, or at lea'st 
give such notoriety to the transaction, as to admit of competi
tioll between individuals who may be inclim;d to purchase. The 
necessity of such ::t mode in the present case, is placed beyond 
all dispute by the fact, that a more valuable consideration than 
that proposed by the said Earl, may now be obtained for the 
property in que.:.tion: 

3dly, Because it does not appear that tbe said Earl is bound 
hy the condition of the Grant, in a ~ufficient penalty, to estab
lish such a Settlement as will produce to the Comp~ny any sub
stantial benefits, or to o:erci~e such acts of ownership as may 
be nl'CI'SSary to the ostemi!Jle objects of the Company in making 
the Grant. In all Grants r~cently made, of land3 by the Crown 
in Driti~,h Al1luicl, rrovision is made for bona fide Settlements, 
not a mere nomir-al provision to gi.-e a colourable pretext tor 
the alienation of public property, but such ~s to secure the ac'
tual residence of one person in proportion to twelve hundred 
acres. Allel it ]l~l'" been pron:d by Experience, and is clear to 
the Ul~d<'r;;;tm1ing of )'o~lr r.rcmGri,llist~, that the foregoing regula
tion adopted by Hi, .. ~\Iajl'sty's Government, is hi~ldy expedient 
and ,vise, and was sup"gestcd by the evils which had formerly 
arisen from the pO:;:'l'~SiUll of a tract of land by one person, 
who could seldonl, fH'1l in the vicillity of a populous country, 
procure a sufficient numher of S~ttlers to satisfy the creditors 
of the original Grant. If, with all tlJe facilities afforded by a 
regular and extensive intercourse with Great Britain, it was 
found impracticable to induce a wry considerable number of 

personS to migrateJ how much more insurmountable mu~t be the 



difficulty of peopling a region t./o thousand miles from an) sea
port, and out of the reach of aU those aids and comforts which 
are derived from Civil Society, 

4thly, Because, upon a fair and impartial estimation of the 
future value and importance of the lands proposed to be granted, 
and the limited and unproductive consideration to be given by 
the said Earl, your Memorialists cannot perceive for the said 

Grant, any other motive than to secure to the posterity of the 
said Earl, at the expence of the Stockholders of the said Com

pany, an immensely valuable landed estate. 
5thly, Because, in the event of a settlement of the said Terri

tory, under the controul of any other power than that of the 
Company, private traffic would be carried on between the 
Settlers and the Indians, a.nd clandestinely with Traders from 
the United States and the Canadas, which no ordinance of the 
Company would prevent~ Besides, it has been found that coloni
zation is at all times unfavourable to the Fur Trade; and it is 
not very apparent to your Memorialists, tha~ the said Company 
has full power to exercise a final jurisdictton, si"ce various Acts 
have been passed in contravention of the powers perhaps in
tended to be imparted in the Charter, more especially the Act 
of the 4Sd of George III. which gives the entire jurisdiction in 
criminal cases throughout the whole Indian Territory, to His 
Majesty's Courts of King's Bench, in UJ?per und Lower Canada. 

6thly, Because, under the foregoing circumstances, such a 
Settlement as that proposed, would, in procc:ss of time, erect 

itself into a distinct interest, adverse to that of the Company, 

become an asylum fOl' deserters from their service, and eventu

ally render their authority in practice, a mere nulity . 
. 7thly, Because, from the situation of the lands P~'op?sed to 

be granted, and their contiguity to the lJ nited States, the inter

course will be greater, and the communication more easy be
tween the Frontier Ports of th.e United States and the Settle
ment contemp}\ted, than be~ween the said Settlement and Fort 

Nelson; hence the laws and reg~la.tions of the Company will be 
evaded, and every expectation of revenue defeated in its very' 

principle. 
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Sthty, Because y,our Memorialists do net pereeiye, ~at lr:. 

making such a 'Grant ac~ording to the terms expresiiedin the 
agreement to be entered into, . sufficient regard is had to the 
difficulties in the w;y of carrying it into effect, or the sacrifices 
which the Company may be' called up~n to make. The.e rea
sons, and many' oLhers, which requi~e mor~ full illustration than 
the shortness of time betwef'n the last and present Meeting 
would permit, appear to your Memorialists sufficiently cogent to 
prevent the Company from making the Grant under considera
tion, upon such terms as are proposed by t~e Earl of Selkirk. 

London,30th May, 1811. 

~ Signed) 

NO. II. 

WILLIAM THWAITS. 

ROBERT WHITEHEA'I). 

JOHN INGLIS. . 

JOHN FISH"'. 
EDWAltD ELLICE. 

ALEX. M'KENZIE, 

Lord Selkirk's Advertisement and Prqspectus qf{ke Ne'll? (:ololl!J.. 
,. I. 

A TRACT of land, consis~ing of some millions of acres, anll 
in point of soil and climate, inferior to none of equal extent i~ 
British America, is now to be disposed of~ and will be sold ex~ 
tremely cheap, on account of its situation, which is remote 
from the pres~nt 'Establishments. If a tract of the same ex
tent and fertility were offered f~r sale in Lower Canada or Nova 
Scotia, purchasers would be eager to obtain it at one hundred, 
or perhaps two hun ired thousand guineas, and at that price 
would make an ample fortune in the course of some years, by 
retailing it in small lots at an advanced price to actual Settlerl. 
The land in question, no ways different in advantages, may bE 
purchased for about 1O,000l. sterling. The title tas been sub· 
mitted to Lawyers of the first eminence in London, and is de-

-101m Fish was authorized to vote for John Hambro~gb, and dill so. 



~~.to be unexceptionable; bot ~he situation is such, that th~ 
population of the older Settlements cannot be expected, in the 
pa~ura~ course of things, to be ~pread into it for a long period 
of time; and till that takes place, this disadvantage of its remote 
situation must be a~ insuperable objectio~ in the eyes of any 
unconnected individ~al who is looking out f,?r lands to establish 
his family. Hence, 'the 'prospect of finding Settlers to purchase 
~he land in small' lots is remote, an.1 on this account the Proprie .. 
tors are willing to part with it for so inconsiderable a. price. 
But the obstacles which,' t~' an unconnected advE:nturer, may be 

~ , , . 
justly deemed insurmountable, ~ay be overcome with case by 
. the combined efforts of m~ny; and an adequate s~m of money 
judiciously expended i~ removing th~ fin;t difficulties of an in
fant settlement, may place this tract ~f land in circuJIlstances a$ 

advantageous to the Proprietor~ as if it were in t~e immediate 

~icinity of populous colonies. The expence~, ~oweyef, woul4 
be too great for an individual: it is theref~re proposed to form 
a Joint, Stock Company, in 200 shares of lOOt. each, so as t~ 

raise a sum of 20,OOOl~ of which a moiety to be ~~ployed in the 
purchase of the lands in question; the remainder, in those ex
pences which are necessary for bringing Settlers, and thereby 
rende,oing the land valuable. To those Settlers, lands will be 

disposed of, ,either in the way of sale, or lease in perpetuity, at 
the option of the Settler, on terms very encouraging to him, and 

abundantly advantageous to the Proprietors. 
As there are serio~s objections against receiving into the pro

posed Settlement any Americans of the description of those who 
are likely to offer the~selves, dIe Settlers must be Emigrants 
from Europe; ~nd the most feasible plan seems to be, that they 
should be selected froIl). those parts of the united kingdom which 
are most ove~burdened ~ith inhabitants. viz. the Highlands of 
Scotland, and some parts of Ireland: a small proportiun of the 
Emigrants who now go from these districts to the Unite.! ~t2.tcs 
of America, would be more than sufficient for the object ;!, VJeW. 

~uch a <:hange of their destination could injure no part of the 
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kingdom, and would save to the Empire, subjects who would 

otherwise be entirely lost to their country. To facilitate an ob
ject thus equally advantageous to the public, and to the parties 

conaerned, it is proposed, that a prefer.ence should be allowed to 
Subscribers who are personally' connected with these districts of 
the kingdom, and \\ hose local influence may be of service in 
promoting the desired change in the destination of those who 
are determined to emigrate. The Settlement is to be formed in 
a territory where religion is not the ground of any disqualifica

tion, an unreserved pal ticipation in every privilege will therefore 

be enjoyed by Protestant and Catholic without distinction; and 

it is pr.1posed, that in every parochial division, and allotment of 

land shall be made for the perpetual support of a Clergyman, 
of that persuation which the majority of the inhabitants ad.,. 

here to. 

As the lands in question, possess important natural advantages' 

ewcr any which now remain unoccupied in Nova Scotia and the 
adjacen~ Colonies, it cannot be deemed unreasonable, if the 
~ettlers in ~cner,,1 are charged for their lands at the lowest rate 
·which they would pay in these provincl':'. On the other hand, 
they will naturally expect to be conveyed to their land without 
incurring more expence than i.f they were to settle in these 

:\Iaritime Colonies. The i\Ianagers of the concern, must there-, 
fore undertake to provide conveyance at moderate rates, for tfie 

Emigrants who go ont under their patronage. The rate of 

passage money paid on board of other ships bound to America, 

may be taken as the criterion. These rates being always propor

tioned to the prices of freight and shipping at the time, no rna. 

teriallo5s can be apprehend~d upon theseavoyage; but as the 

place of Settlement is at a considerable distance from the sea, 
an ex tra expence must be incurred for the inland conveyance, 

wiIich the Emigrants cannot be expected to pay, if they are to 

he charged for laJ..1d at the rate of the Maritime Colonies; the 
cxpcnce which may thus fall upon the Proprietors, may be esti. 
mated at about lOt. for each faurily of Settlers at an average. 
This, ho.lever, "ill be amply re·imbursed in the price of 1and; 
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the lowest price of land in the Maritime Colonies, when sold to 
actual Settlers, and possessing any tolerable advantages of situac 
tion, is at the rate of lOs. per acre, if sold; or if leased for a 
perpetuity, Is. per annum; every family of Settlers may be eX4 
pected to take up at least 100 acres. They are allowed some 
accommodation of time for the payment, and 100 acres at the 
above rate, will amount to 50l., a nett advantage of 40l., after 
reimbursing the charge of bringing In the Settlers. If he should 
prefer leasing, his rent will in two years repay the charges, and 
will remelin afterwards as a clear income to the Proprietor. As 
the inland situation of the Settlement will preclude the Settler 
from some of the sources of profit which are enjoyed in maritime 
situations, it becomes necessary to provide substitutes. The 
cultivation of hemp is peculiarly calculated for inland situations, 
as that article is so valuable in proportion to its weight, that it 
can bear the expence of a considerable inland navigation. This 
cultivation is also a favourite national object, and the Settlement 
will derive benefit from the public encouragement which is held 
out for promoting it. A still more beneficial object of atten
tion, is the growth of fine wool, an atticle so \'aluable, that it 
would bear any expence of inland conveyance, and one for 
which the country is peculiarly adapted. In the vicinity of the 
proposed Settlement, there are immense open plains without 
wood, fine dry grass land, much of it capable of immediate cul
tivation, and all well fitted for pasturage, particularly sheep. 

This is an advantage that no other part of British America po~ 
lesses by nature; and which the Colonists of the l\Iaritime Pro
vinces cannot obtain without the laborious and expensive opera
tion of clearing. If to this advantage the Proprietors add th:1t 
of a good breed of Spanish Merino sheep, the Settlers can never 

meet with any difficulty in paying the price or rent of their land. 

The fleeces of ten or twelve sheep will pay the rent of 100 acres, 

and with the produce of a very smnU flock, the price of a lot of 

land may be paid off in three or four years. With such advan

tages, the Settlers must thriV'e rapidly; and it will soon become' 

apparent to them, that the land is worth a much higher price. 
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At first, however, it cannot be supposed that the common Emi. 

grants will understand, or become eapable of appreciating these 

advantages; on the contrary, it is to be expected that they will 

be diffident, and afraid of venturing to anew, and (to them) an 

unknown country; it will therefore be necessary to giv~ some 

extraordinary encouragement to a' few of the first who enter into 

the plan. From'this, and other causes, the commencement of 

tbe undertaking must be subject to expences, which will not 

continue permanently when the Settlement is well established; 

but, it is only by means of this first outlay, that we can expect 

to attain the ultimate advantages which are to accrue to the 

Proprietors. There is no room to believe, that these expencea 

will exceed" the smm which is proposed '0 be raised; but it must 

be sometime before the Settlers can he numerous enough to pay 

much either of rent or purchase money; ten or twelve years 

Q)ilst therefore elapse, before the profits of the undertaking can 

be sufficient to afford a dividend to the Proprietors; After that 

period, the returns may be expected t'o increase rapidly, and 
Will soon form an ample indemnification to the subscribers, for 

tbe loss of interest on the money in the meantime. The amount 

to which the profits may ultimately arise, seems almost to baffle 

imagination upon any principle of calculation which cali reasona

bly be adopted; the result comes out so extraordinarily great,4 

that it might appear like exaggeration to state it. 

But the difference between buying land at ld. or 2d. per acre,' 

and selling at 8$. or lOs. is very palpable, and does not seem to' 

require much comment. The speculation may not suit those 

who require an immediate income; but for anyone who is de-

sirous to provide before-hand for a young faniily, such an oppor.' 

t'unity seldom occtirs. 

NOTE~ 

It will appear from the foregoing prospectus, that some very 
material circumstances, relative to the situation and advantage. 
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of the proposed Settlement, are entirely suppressed, and others 
very artfully misrepresented in such manner, as easily to mislead 

. J),ersons destitute of geographical knowledge. 
The advantages of soil and climate are dwelt upon, and exag.; 

gerated, while no notice is taken of the important fact, that ihe 

proposed Settlement is 2500 miles distant from any settled coune 
:try in Upper Canada, and the communication practicable only 
by canoes; so that the Settlers will be completely insulated from 
the world, and incapable of finding any market for any produce; 
even if they should succeed in establishing the proposed Settlc~ 
ment. 

No. III. 

Admeasurement qf the Distance and Stations hetween YOj·T.· Fac~ 
tory and Lord Selkirk's Colony; h.Y David Thompson, Geo
grapher to the Nortlt- West Company. 

York Factory is in latitude 5'70 III, longitude 92° 36/1 ltV. 
The rivers break up the latter end of May, or beginning of June, 
but the vast quantities of ice left on the shores, impede the na
vigation till the middle or latter end of Junc. The first snow 
comes frequently about the middle of September, and by the 
20th, ice and snow are to be found along the river shores; no 
canoe, with any hopes of getting to the Red River, can leave 
York Factory later than froin the 1st to the 16th of September. 
The canoes, or boats, &c., that navigate from York Fadory to 
the Red River, do not go up Nelson's River, but up the river on 
which the Factory is settled, named Hayes' River. 

The rivers and distances are as follows: 
Statute lIlilc", 

Hayes' River, ......•...........•.. 4·.............................. 5S 
About eight miles of this, they may be carried up by 
the tide, all the rest is very strong current, and must 
be towed up. 

The Main River, comes from the south, or Nipegon 
Steel River, must be towed up, .......................... . 

C 
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Hill River, to the first fall, ,'cry strong current, must be 

to\ved up, ................................... .... ~. ......... ... ~f 

Ditto, to the head of the river, ............... •.. •.• ••••.•..• 30 
This distance is a series of shoals, strong rapids, in

numerable ~unken rocks, and has twelve portages, 
besides many discharges and landing places. 

lC:;1.l'(l111jJ.1J Lake, ...... ... ...... ... ... ...... ... ... ...... ... ... ...... 7 
Jade Tent River, many rapids, five carrying places, 10 

Knee Lake, ............... .... ....... ,. ........ ....... .. ... ...... 47 
Trout Ri'l.ler, mar.y rapids, two carrying places, •.. ...••• 13 

llol!! Lake, ...... .... ..... ... ...... ... ... ...... ...... ...... ...... 30 
Rivulets and small lakes, five carrying places, ...... ••• 50 

Each-a,vrty-Jlau's Brook; in dry seasons no water runs 
in this brook; there are ten beaver-dams kept in re-
pair, and in dry seasons, the canoes, &c. must wait 28 
the brouk filling up, as at the foot of the dam it is 

frequelitly as dryas a barn-floor, ....................... . 

Hare La/;;.;, this discharges into the Saskatchc'll'ina 7 

933 
Sas1.:atc1lewina Rin:r, and carrying-place, .•. •.••.•..• ... 35, 

I.J/ay Green Lake, .........••..•..•.•••••...•.••.•...........•..•• 14 
Lakr Trcmpy, by the cast side, which is much the 

Ellortest, ......................................................... 300 
Rcd Ri7'IT, to the Forks, ... .•...•.•. ......••• ..• .•...•.•.•.. 43· 
btrllc J.wiia,. River, to the junction of the J.l,Ioose Rit;er, 

a very shoal and tardy navigation, ••• ••• ••. ••••.. .•• .. ..• 2~O 

Miles, ••• 94.5 

1\'1 R' I' . {latituc1 
490 H/ 

.lY oose lVer les m 
longitude 990 27' 15 11 'V. 

Junction of the Red and {latitude 4.90 53' 
Stune Indian .H.ivers, longitulie 97 0 'v. 

The degree of cold at Moose River junction was, 

NO\,(,:~l~.)(T 2~:th, 200
} 

~~llll, 9<) 
30th, :::::: ~O Belo~\r Zero, of Fahrenheif. 

December 1 st, •.. ..• ~,2 1 hermometer. 
2d, •••.•• ~:G . 
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Hence the greatest degree of cold, was 68° below the free

zing point. The country is subject to very heavy gales of wind. 
From York Factory to Red River, 945 miles, in summer, a 
canoe of men will rarely be able to find five days provisions in 
all this distance, but must wholly support themselves on what 
they laid in store; in winter it is much worse. From York 
Factory to the mouth of the Red River, the country is extreme
ly forbidding, it is one.. vast range of rocks, and swamps, and 
morasses, very many small lakes and ponds, with impenetrable 
dwarf pines, &c. The wretches that should chance to hsc theil' 
canoe, must to a certainty perish. 

No. IV. 

Mr. Bearcrofl's Opinion. 

Ques. 1st, Whether the King, without the co-operation of 
the other legislative powers, can grant to any Company an ex
clusive trade for ever, together with a right of seizing the per
son and goods of a fellow subject, without legal process; and if 
not, whether his having illegally granted such advantages and 
power, does not annul the Charter? 

Ans. I am of opinion that the King, without the assent of 
Parliament, cannot legally grant to any Company, or to any in
dividual, an exclusive trade for ever, together with a right to 
seize the person and goods of subjects, without process of law; 
and that such a Grant, if made, is illegal, void, and without 

effect. 
Ques. 2nd, If this Charter is not valid upon the principle 

above stated, whether it is not voidable by the Company's ne
glecting to fulfil the views the King had when he granted it? 
. Ans. If such a Charter could be considered legal and valid 

in its commencement, yet it will be voidable by Sci. Fa. if the 
Grantees neglect to endeavour, by reasonable and adequate 
means, to carry the purpose of it into effect. 

Ques. 3rd, Whether the grant to them, of the Right of Fish
Ing, is exclusive, or whether the Greenland .Fishermen, who have 
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, . ~; . 

a right to fish at Greenland and the seas adjacent, have not a 
right to fish at Hnd~on's Bay? ' . 

Ans. The Charter in question, as to so much or it as affects 
to grant an exclusive trae:lc, and i~flict penalties and forfeitures, 
being, as I conceive, illegal and void, I am of opinion, that the 
Greenland Fishermen, who have a right to fish there, have also a 
right to fish in Hudson's Bay. 

Ques. 4th, If an individual ".vades the Charter, by fishing or 
trading in any of the places grantea to the Company, and they 
seize his people, ship, or goods, ~hether they have any, and what 
remedy? 

Ans. If the Hudson's Bay Company, or those acting under 
their authority, shall venture to seize the person, ship, or goods 
of a British subject fishing there, the action is by action of 
trespass against the Company, or against the persons who do 
the act complained of~ wllich action may be brought in any of 
the Courts of \Vestminster Hall. 

Ques. 5th, If you should be of opinion, that the Charter isin it:ii 
pres8nt form illegal, which is tl;c bc~t way of attacking it; by 
iIIVcding the patent, and permitting then} to seize or bring an 
action, and complaining or defending, according to the circum
stances. or by npplying to Parliament? 

A,l'. It is obvious, that the safest way of attacking the Char
t~:·, is by applying to P~lrliament, or by Sci. Fa. tiwugh in <:ase 
of seizure, I cannot help thinking, an action of trespass by the 
party injured, would be successful. 

(<'lIc·;. Alld generally to a(hi::;e the parties proposing the pre
scr.t case, who wish to fish and tradt in and near Hudson's Bay 
(and have sent out a ship which means to winter there, unless 
cut otf by the Company's engines, and only wait for your opi
nion wild h.r to send several more), for the best? 

Ans. Lp0n the "hole of thi::, case, I am strongly inclined to 
thin!,;: that the parties interc:sted, if it is an object of importance 
to them, may ,'enture to carryon the proposed trade immediate
ly. The case of the East Indian Company and Sandys, de
termined at such a time, and by such Judges as it was, I cannot 
take to be law; and as to the length the said Charter has been 
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g\'artted' and enjoyed,. it is a clear and a well known maxim of 
law,' t":at which is nat 'Valid in' the,begi:nning, cannot hecome so by 
{apse of time. 

(Signed )' ED'V ARD BEARCROFT~ 

No. v. 
Mr. Gibbs' Opinion. 

1st, Such a Charter may certainly be good in some cases, but 
I am of op~nion, that the Charter in question was originally void, 
because it purports to confer on the Company exclusive prh:
leges of ~rading, which I think the Crown would not grant 
without the authority of Parliament. In Sandys against the East 
India Compa'ny, Skjn~. '132, 165, 197, 223, the arguments used 
against their Charter, which was not then confirmed by Act of . , 
Parliament, appear to me decisive upon the subject; and al-
though both J. Jefferies, and th~ other Judges of the King's 
Bertch, decided in favour of the Charter, I have understood that . . 
their judgment was afterwards reversed in Parliament. 
: ' 

Adam Smith, in his 'V'l ealth of Nations, treats it as an admit-
~ed point, that the Charter granted to the Hudson's Bay Com
pariy, and others of the like sort, not being confirm~d by Par
.iament, are void, which I mention not as a legal authOl'ity, but 
only to shew how the qu~stion has been genera)Jy understood. 

2nd, A Charter may be forfeited on this ground. 
Srd, I Shoull} ~oubt whether they had by this acquiescence, 

forfeited their exclusive privilege, if it ever existed; but this 
question is immaterial after my answer to the fir6t. 
, 4th, If the former were legal, this would be so likewise. I 
think them both legal, on the ground of my answer to the first 
query. 

5th, Probably they might prosecute the captain; but if tIlis 
question were material, it would be necessary that I should see 
a copy or abstract of the Charter, before I could answer it. 

6 th, He might, if there were any legal cause of prosecution. 
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7th, I hardly think that they would be held to fall within thi. 
a.ct, nor does it signify whether they do or not. If my opinion 
is well founded, the North-West Company may navigate Hud. 
son's Bay, and carryon their trade ab they please, without any 
fear of legal molestation, in consequence of the !D0nopoly 
claimed by the Hudson's Bay Company under their Charter, 
and I think they may act as if no such Charter existed. 

( Signed) V. GIBBS. 

Lincoln's Inn, January 7th, 1804,. 

No. VI. 

111 the _~atter qf the Hudson's Bay Company's Charter, and 

their Grant to Lord Selkid. 

(Copy.) 

Qi:cstions, and Opinion of S;" Arthur Pigott, Mr. 
Span/de, and .1..111'. Brougham, January, 1816. 

1 st, 'Whether the exclusive Trade, Territories, Pow erg and 
Privileges, granted by the Charter of Charles the Second, 
confirmed by the expired Act of King William, is a Legal 
Grant, and such as the Crown was warranted in making; 
and if it was, whether it entitles the Company to exclude 
the Canadian Traders from entering their territory to trade 
with the Indian~, and authorizes the Governors and other 
Officers appointed by the Campany to seize and confiscate 
the goods of the persons so trading, without the licence of 
the Company? 

7 ,<;t;lt ... Trials. 41-1,1. The prerogative of)the Crown to grant an 
f ,. :-il,: t .. TriL,j" :-'ew . 
Edit .. n I, SkinnC'r, exclUSive trade, was formerly very much agi-
IJ' It'- 19- )'3 ' 
J ' ~'.f n'" ,4_, A--r • tated in the great case of" the East India 
11.. acoJ! S If. 

~Iq,u(jpry, p. 74, it j. Company t'erSllS Sandys." The Court of 
lL!l'~ :!<",I1:n the ,eXl King's reach, in whic~1 Lord Jefferies then 
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presided, held -and decided, that such a Grant as taw, thai thoe 

L 1 W King cannot by 
was ega. e are not aware that there has Charter,grant an eit-

since been any deCision expressly on this elusive Trade. ~ee 
• . also 6 Com. Dig. 

questIOn, 10 the Courts of Law, and most of Prerogative, D. ~, 
th Ch L' I' I I &c. Trade e arters lor exc USlve trade, an( exc u- D. 1,4. &e. 
sive privileges to Companies or Associa-
tions, have, since the Revolution, received such a degree of Le
gi&lative sanction, or recognition, as perhaps to preclude the 
necessity of any judicial decision on it.', Much more moderate 
opinions were, however, entertained concerning the extent of 
the prerogative, after the Revolution, than prevailed i,n the latter 
part of the Reign of Charles the Second, and in the Reign of 
James the Second; and to those is to be attributed the frequent 
recourse which, after the Revolution, was had to legislative 
authority in such cases, and particularly in the very case of thi, 
Company, evidenced by the temporay Act of the 2d of William 
and Mary, "for confirming to the Governor and Company 
trading to Hudson's Bay, their Privileges and Trade; a confirma
tion, the duration of which, the Legislature expressly limited to 
seven years, and the end of the then next Session of Parlia
ment, and no longer: and part of the Preamble of that Act is, 
in effect,. a Legislative Declaration of the insufficiency and in
adequacy of the Charter for the purposes professed in it, with
out the aid and authority of the Legislature; which legislative 
aid and authority entirely ceased soon after the expiration of 
8e~en years after that A ct passed. 

In 1745, indeed, the 18th Geo. II. cap. 17, fOl' granting a 
1'eward for the discovery of a N orth- \Vest Passage through 
Hudson's Straits, Enacts, " that notlring therein contained, shall 
any ways extend, or be construed to take away or prejudice 
any of the Estate, Rights or Privileges of or belonging to the' 
Governor and Company of Adventurers of England, trading 
int~, Hudson's Bay ;"-but this Provision gives no validity what
ever to the Charter, and oBly leaves its effect and authority a~ 

they !'lood before that Act, and entirely uuaffected by it. 
These Parliamentary Proceedings may at least justify the in

ference, that the extent of the Prerogative in this matter was 

... 
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considered as a subject which adwjt~d. of,grellt dopbt, intimel 

, , 
when the independence of the Judges i~sured amore te~pel'ate 
and impartial consideration of it. TJJey may, hp'we,,~r, be per
haps, considered as too equivocal to a.ffordany certain and con
clusive authority on the strict question' of Law. Such rights, 
therefore, as the Hudson's Bay Comp-any can derive from the 
Crown alone, under this extraordinary Cl).arter, such. as it,js, 
·may not be affected by thest Proceedings or DeClarations, a~d 

o they may now rest entirely upon, and stand or fall by, the Com-
o mon Law Prerogative of the Crown to make such a Grant. 

Upon th:e general question of the right of the Crown to make 
such a Grant, perhaps it may not be necessary for the present 
purpose that we should give any opinion. The right of the 
Crown merely to erect a Company for Trading by Charter, and 

make a grant of Territory in King Charles the Second's reign; 
Horn v. I "y, 1 Sidet- may not be disputable: ::md, on the other hand, 
fin, 441 ; Nightingale. . , : 
-r. Bridg~s, Shower, beSides that thIs Chartet: seems ~o create, or 
1:1:5, <I:lC :thll cases in attempt to create, a Joint Stock Company; 
\ mer ul)) supra: ad- . ..,... 
mitted by Lord 'etf"e- and to grant an C.rclIlSl'Je nght 01 Tradmg, 
ri~s, Ch. J. in the th . I '" tl Ch t l' 
E \~t India ('"mpany ere are varIOus c.auses 1.. le ar er, par 1-

". Sandys ubi supw, cularly those empowering the Company to 
p, 519. These clause- . F' d I . o' -

l'f'~m to be of a simi- Impose mes an Pena tles, to seIze or con-
Jar ut'ylption to fiscate Goods and Ships and seize or arrest 
those In t he East 1 n- , 
rliet ~:OIf'jJil\J)'~Char- the persons of interlopers, and compelthcm to 
ler 111 that case con-
sick red. give security ill loo0l. &c. &c. which are alto-

gether i1Iegal, and were always so admitted to be, and among 
other times, even at the time, when the extent of the Preroga-
live in this matter was maintained at its height, to grant an e.x~ 
elusive right to trade ~;broad; and even if by virtue of their 
(harter they could maintain an exclusive right to Trade, we 
are dearly of opinion, that they and their Officers, Agents, or 
Serv:;J.nts, could not justify any seizure of goods, imposition of 
fine or penalty, or arrest or imprisonment of the persons of any 
of His Majest.,Y's subjects. Probably the Company woulc.l have 
some difficulty in finding a legal mode of proceeding against 
any of those who infringe their alleged exclusive rights of Trad
ing, or violate their claimed territory; for we hold it to be clear, 
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that th'e methods pointed out by the' Charter would be illegal, 
and could m)t be supported • 
. But we think that the Hudson's Bay Company and their 
Grantee, Lord Selkirk, have extended their Territorial claims 
much farther than the Chart~r, or any sound construction of it 
will warrant. Supposing it free from all the objections to which 
we appreI!end it may, in other respe.cts, be liable, the words of 
Grant pursuing the recital of the ,Petition of the Grantees, with 
a very trifling variation, and with none that can affect t4e con
struction of the Instrument, are of " the sole Trade and Com
merce of all those seas, straits, bays, rivers, lakes, creeks', and 
sounds, in whatever latitude they shall be, that lie WITHIN the 
entrance of the straits, commonly called Hudson's Straits, to
gether with the lands and territories UPON the countries, coasts, 

and confines 0/ tke seas, bays, lakes, rivers, creeks and sounds 
~foresaid," that is within the straits, and these limits are fre
quently referred to in the subsequen~ parts of the Charter, and 
alw!JYs r~ferl'ed to throughout the Charter, as the "limits tl.-

flresaid." 
There is inJeed (p. 10) an ex'tension of the right of Trade, 

and His Majesty grants that the Company" shall fiJr ever here
after have, use, and enjoy not only the whole entire and only 
liberty of Trade and Traffic, and the w hole entire and only lib
erty, use, and priviledge of Trading and Traffic to and from 
the territories, limits, and places (!J(.~resai4, b.ut also the whole 
and entire Trade and Tra.lJic t'J and from all havens, bays, 

creeks, rivers, lakes, and seas, into tthich the,11 may find entrance 

or passage by water or land, Q?:t 0/ the territories, limit.l, and 
places aforesaid, aud t I) ani,' wit it all the natives and people, in
habitant', or which shall inhabit WITHIN the territories, limit.;, 

and places, aforesaid, and to ar~d with all olher ~ations inhabit
ing any of the coasts ac!jacent to the said 'territories, limits, and 
places aforesaid, which arc not already possessed ~s aforesaid." 

It is plain, therefore, that tne Territorial Grant W:1~; not in
tended to comprehend all the lands and territories that might 
be approached through l-Illd.~on·s Strait~, by land 01' water. 
The Territorial Grant then .. ppears to be limited by the relation 

C 
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and proximity of the territories to Hudson's Straits.· The gen~ 
eral description applying to the whole, is the seas, &c. that lie 

WITHIN Hudson's Straits, and the land, &c. lipan the countries, 

coasts, and confines, of the seas, &c. that is, reddenda singula 

singllZis, the lands upon the countries, coasts, and confines of 
each of the seas, rivers, &c. naturally including sueh :l portion 

of territory as might be reasonably necessary for the objed8 in 
view; but it is not a Grant of all the lanus and territories in 

which the seas, rivers, &c: lie, or are situated, or which sur

round them to any indefinite extent or distance from them.· 

Still less is it a Grant of all the lands and territories lying be-· 

tween the seas, straies, rivers, &c. though many hundred or 

thousand miles or leagues of land and territories might lie be

hn~cn one sea, strait, river, lake, &c. and another sea, strait, 

ri\"cT, lake, &c. and though the quantity or land comprized in 

this interior situation, and far distant from any coast or con~ 

Ihe of tl1e specified waters, might exceed in dimensions the ex

tent of many existilJg powerful .kingdoms or states. Within the 

straits, must mean such a proximity to the straits, as would 

giye the lands spoken of, a sort of affinity or relation to Hud.

son's Straits, and not such lands, as from their immense dis

tance (in this case the nearest point to Hudson's Bay being. 
';"00 miles, and from thence extending to a distance of J 500 

miles from it), have no suc~ geographical affinity or relation to· 
the straits, but which are not even approached by the Cana

dians through, or by the straits in question. The whole Grant. 

contemplates the straits as the access to the lands and territories 
therein referred to; and as there is no boundary specified, 

except by the description of the coats and confinrs of tLe places 
mentioned, th:::t is, the coast and confines of the seas, &c. with

in the straits, such a boundary must be implied as is consistent 

with that "iew, nnd with the professed objects of a Trading 

Company intenuing, not to found kingdoms and establish states, 
but tv carryon fisheries in those waters, and to trade and traffic 

for the acquisition of skins and peltrie3, and the other articles 

mentioned in the Charter; and in such a long tract of time aii 
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nearly 150 years now elapsed since the Grant or the Charter, 

it mmt now he, and must indeed long since have been fully as
certained by the actual occupation of the Hudson's Bav Com
pany, what portion or portions of lands and territories in the 

vicinity, and on the coasts and confines of the waters mention

ed a[\~ described as within the straits, they have found neces

sary lor their purposes, and for forts, factories, towns, "illages, 

settlements, or such other establishments in SUCR vicinity, and 
on such coasts and confines, as pertain and bdong to a Com

pany instituted for the purposes mentioned in their Charter, 

and necessary, useful, or convenient to them within the pre

scribed limits for the prosecution of those purposes. The enor
mous extensions of land and territory now claimed, appears 
therefore to us, not to be warranted by any sound construction 
of the Charter; and if it could be 80, we do not know where 
the land and territory of the Hudson's Bay Company, granted 
by this Charter, terminates, nor what are the parts of that yast 
Continent on which they have taken upon them to grant 
116,000 miles of territory, exempted from their pro{>rietorship 
under their Charter. 

Indeed there may be sufficient reason to suppose that the 
territories in question, or part of them, had been then vi
sited, traded in, and in a certain degree .occupied by the 
French Settlers, or Traders in Canada, and their Beaver 
Company erected in 1630, whose trade in Pel tries was con
siderable prior to the date of the Charter. These territories 
therefore would be expressly excepted out of the Grant; 
and the right of British Subjects in general to visit and 
trade in these regions, would follow the national rights ac
quired by the King, by the conquest and cession of Canada, 
and as enjoyed by the French Canadians, previous to that 
conquest and cession. 

No territorial right therefore can he claimed in the dis
tricts in question; and the exclusive trade there cannot be 
set up by virtue of the Charter, these districts being remote 
from any geographical relation to Hudson's Eay, and to the 
Rtrait-l, awl not being in any sense tuithiu the straits, and not 
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being approached by the Canadian Traders, or o~er alledg.e!1 
interlopers, through the interdicted regions; of course 110 vio
lence to, or interruption of tr:.:.de could be justified there, un

der these territorial cl"ims. 

2nd, \Vhether the Hudson's Bay Co:n·pa~ were war

ranted in making a Gr~nt to Lo~d . Selki~k: a~ 'r~ of 
their own body, of the Immense dIStrict of ferrllor} de

scribed in Gov0rnor ~'l'Donell's Proclamation ; not· 
wit!1standing the ('~position of part of the Proprietors 
of ~tock? And aftel~ making such Grant, has the 
Company any right to ex,~rc.ise their jurisdiction, in 
appointing Governors, and other Offioers over that Dis
trict; or can they grant or transfer such power to his 
Lordship? If you should ue of opinion that the Gran~ 

to his Lordship is illegal, or unwarranted by the Charter, 
what measures ought to be taken to ~f't aside the same? 

The validity of the Grant to Lord Selkirk may be consider-:
ed. both as it affects the Members of tht., Company, and the 
Public at large. 

If, contrary to our opinion, the land and krritory ill ques
tion were within the Grant, then the Grant of so large a por~ 
tion of territory as that to Lord Selkirk, being not h'ss than 
11f),OOO square miles, mIght perhaps seem an abu:->c of ¢e 
Charter, which might justify the intclfen:nce of the Crown~ 
llccau~e, though the Company might have a right to make 
Gr~ll1ts of land, such G rants must be for the promotion of, or 
at least 1!1~I.:,t be consistent with, the object of the Institution. 
l)ut the Gr:ll1t to LOfd Selkirk, tends to an establishment, in
dependent of the Company, inconsistent with the purposes of 
thtir Institution, and ~lo efft!ct; t!recting a sub-monop.oly in 
one person, to the detriment both of the Company and of the 
Public. The Company could confer no power upon Lord 
~elkirk, to appoint Governors, Courts of Justice, or exercise 
any i;1(kpendent authority; i:or could thy directly or indir~ct
ly transfer their authority to him~ to be exercised by him in 

his own mmc. ::iupposlng the Grant of Land to be such a 
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Gra.nt as falls within the powers of the Company to make, tbeh
superior Lordship and authority woul~ continue as bdore, and 
PlUst be exercised through 'hem~ 

3rd, Whether the jurisdiction given by the Act of 43rd 
Geo. III. to the Canadian Courts of Criminal Judicature, 
extends to the Territories of the Hudson's Bay Compa
ny, so as to entitle those Courts to try and punish effences 
committed within those territories? And whether Gover
nor M'Ponell, and Mr. Spencer his Sheriff, can legally 
be tried before the Canadian Courts, for the offences with 
which they now stand charged? 

There seems no reasen to doubt that offences actually com
mitted in the territories and district:. in dispute, where no Court 
of Judicature is or ever has been establishep, might, in point 
Qf jurisdictioq, legally be tried by the Courts of Canada, under 
the 43rd Geo. III. cap. 133; and indeed, unless this district 
was within the provisi~ns of that Act, we cannot di:scover what 
~erritory was meant to be included in it; but we think, tRat 
though the jurisdiction might be capable of being supported, 
~he acts done by Messrs. M'Donell and Spencer could not be 
deemed larceny, and that they, or others acting in similar cir
cumstances, ought p.ot to be indicted or brought to a trial for 
the crime of larceny. They acted perhaps erroneously, upou 
a claim of territorial dominion, and of exclusive commercial 
privilege, and may be liable tQ be proceeded againEit as for a 
trespass or other injury to pers~ns or property; but we think 
~hey could not be properfy cOllvicted on a charge of felony. 

4th, Is it c.mpetent to the Governors, and other Officers 
already appointed, or that may be appointed by the Hud
son's Bay Company, to' seize. alld bring to trial before 
their Courts of Judicature, His Majesty's Canadian Sub
jects who may be found trading within the Company's 
Territories, for infringing the Company's monopoly, or 
for committing any other aUedged {"rime 01' ofi'cr,ce ? .. 



Supposing the Charter of the Company valid; a~d the di'l .. 

tricts in dispute to be within their limits, we should still doubt 
whether the Governor and Company have lawful power by the 
(:harter, to establish Courts for the trial hy the Laws of En
gland, of offences committed therein, That power the Com
pany have never yet attempted to exercise, though nearly 150 

years have elapsed since thl'j procured their Charter. But if 
1 

they should still possess this extraordinary power without fur-
ther authority, legislative or rt'gal, we should neH:rthdc~s 

think that no Courts there esta~lish(;d, would lJave autlH,rity 
to try and punish as an qifence, the act f!f goillg there simply i 

which, if the Grant be legal, could amount at the most only to 

a misdemeanor, or contempt of the King's lawful authority, to 

be prosecuted at the suit of His Majesty. But the CLarter it

self seems to take the offence, as fur as the Company are con

cerned, out of the jlJrisdiction of the local Courts, by (illtgal,. 

ly indeed) prescribing certain forfeitures, alld declaring, page 

12, "that every the said offenders, for their said contempt, to 

suffer such punishment as to us, our heirs and successors, 

shall seem meet or convenient, and not to be in amprize (que

ry, mainprize?) delivered until they and every of them shall 

become bound unto the said Governor for the time being, in 
the sum of 10001. at least, at no time thereafter to trade, &c." 

A subsequent Clause (p. 16) authorizes the seizing and send
ing to England, those who come into their terriotories without 
authority. It -seems, therefore, that the Courts in question, 
would have no power to try as an offence at Common La,,-, the 
mere coming into the Company's territories, contrary to the 
prohibition in the Letters Patent, which point out other modes 
of proceeding, and legally confer no other powers applicable to 

the Case. 
If the question were merely a question of Boundary between 

two acknowledged adjacent Colonies or Provinces, it might 
pClhaps be determined by the King in Council, where \':e ~Ip
prehend such a jurisdiction is vested, and has been exercised, 
but that probably would not set at rest the principal poi nts, . or 
prevent interference. The validity of the Gra'1t of an exclt(,.~ire 
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'rade mIght, we apprehend, be tried directly by scire fa(:i~s." 
or incidentally in actions of trespass,' which, however, might 
still leave other main points undecided; al'ld the Company 
might perhaps be capable of retaining some part of what ball 

been granted to them, and might fail as to many others. In 
these circumstances it appears, that interests and pretenSIOI'IS sO' 
opposite, and which may be productive of so ~uch confusion 

and disorder, and of consequences so dangerous and destruc
tive to the persons and properties of those who, by reason of 
the failure of the ordinary means of protection afforded by the 
law, may be said to be peculiarly under the safeguard of Gov
ernment, can only be effectually and satisfactorily adjusted and 
r~conciled by Government, with the aid and authority of Parlia
lBent and by that authority, (after causing such an investigation 
ill~1) them, as Government would, in such a case, probably fee! it: 
indispensable to ma'{e, and are fully possessed by the Law Offi
cer,,, of the Crown, and otherways, of all the means &f making) 
due allowance would be madt! for such rights.of the Company, as 
were deemed 10gal and well founded, and protection and free
dom secured to the Canadians as well as to the rest.,f the· 
King's Subjec,ts, in the prosecution of that commerce, which 
the Canadians have long enjoyed, and which the rest of the 
King's Subjects have frequently, and whenever they have 
th'Ought p\"oper, carvied on, and which,. it is stated to us, they 
have never been hitherto attempted to be interrupted in by the; 

Hudson's Bay Company. 

No. VII. 

Affida~'it hy George Campbell. 

GEORGE CAMPBELL, late of Scotland, in the parish· of'creich, 
and county of Suther land, deposeth, That in the Year of Our 
Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred' and Thirteen, hearing 
that Lord Selkirk was establishing a Colony in the North- W t.st 
Country of Canada, and· understanding that William J\I'Do
Ilald, one of Lord Selkirk's Agents, had arrived at Brora, (a 
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~:tn village in the county of Sutherland), for the purpose of' 
engaging individuals to settle in said N orth-West Country of 
Canada, went to inq uire into the particulars of the agreement. 

That on his arrival at said village of Brora, he went to the 
lodgings of William M'Donald, and after breaking the subject 
to him, was infotrned by said William M'Donald, that on hit' 
arrival at Red River, in said North-West Country of Canada, 
upon paying the sum of five shillings sterling per acre, he would 
be put in immediate possession of as mudl land as he should' 
require. 

That anyone Of the Settlers who could not pay the stated 
3um of five shillings sterling per acre, would be furnished with' 
the like quantity for the rent of one bushel of wheat per acre 
i,e1' ~mum, or until payment at the rate aforesaid should be 
made. 

That upon being put in possess'ion of said land, he was to re-
c(:ive all implements of husbandry, live stock, &c. neceisary to 
equip a husbandman, without exception. 

That upon being thus informed, he took his leave of said "Nil
li~m M'Donald, (without giving him any decisive answer), 
and I eturned to his home in tbe parish and county aforesaid, 
" .. here he was in about a week ::.fter visited by said William 
:'11 'Donald. 

That upon conversing some time with him, he signed a paper, 
too which were prefixed the names of those already engaged. 

That upon signing this paper, he conceives, but cannot assert 
~t as a fact, that he paid said William M'Donald two shillings 

st~ding, but' is positive that others who signed it did pay two 
~hillings sterling. 

That William ~I'Donald having collected a few signatures, 
he took his departure and returned to Brora, previously telling 

him (this Deponent) that he would be apprized of his Lordship'S 

7.rrival in Scotland. 
That some time after these transactions, (he caunot be exact 

in the period), he was informed that Lord Scikirk had arrived 
in Sutherlandshire, and with a view to meet his Lords;lip, went' 
to Helmsdale, parish of Loth, and COUllty of Sutherland. 
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That on his way to said village, he met his Lordship and 

Agent, Mr. M'Lellan, near a public-house, on their way to 
Donald M'Kay's, in the parish of Kleyne, county aforesaid. 

That his Lordship having opened the door of his carriage, 
3poke to him (this Deponent) on the subject of the agreement 
he had formed with William M'Donald: his Lordship desired 

. him to aocorripariy them to Donald M'Kay's, in "he parish of 
Kleyne. 

That in their route they stQpt at Mr. Ross's dwelling house, 
where, leaving the coach, his Lordship proceeded on horseback. 

That, on their arrival at Donald M'Kay's, they found a num
ber of persons there on business of the same nature. 

That his Lordship, having dined, convened those who were 
present; corroborating in ev.eryrespect the proposals of Mr. 
William M'Donald, and shaking hands very cordially with al
most all th{)se who were assembled. 

That he (this Deponent) remained at Donald M'Kay's about 
three hours, when his Lordship desired him to go, and prepare 
himself for the voyage, giving him twenty days to arrange his 
affairs; which he did, tl!lling his Lordship that he would return 
to Helmsdale at the time appointed. 

That having settled his family concerns, &c. he returned to 
Helmsdale, and there learned that his Lonlship had gone to 

Stromness. 
That having staid two days at Helmsdale, he, in company 

with William M'Donald, (who had lodged with him during 
tlleir stay at Helmsdale), proceeded to Strom ness in a schoon
er, where they arrived in two days from the time of their em-, 
barkation. 

That in Stromness he hired lodging, and William IVI'Donald 
lodged with him; that he saw his Lordship here (Stromness), 
and paid into his hapds the sum of thirty guineas, for his wife 
and child's passage, also his own; for which payment he receiv
ed a ~ote from his Lordship, and which he has now in posses

sion. 
That he also deposited in his Lordship's hands the sum of 

forty-two pounds sterling, (for which he also received hi;;; Lord-
5hip's Note), as payment of a tract of land; his Lordship at 

D 
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the same time telling, that should he not like the land, he had 
his (Lord Selkirk's) full permission to go elsewhere. 

That he remained fourteen days at Stromness, (during which 
time no conversation of importance passed between his Lordship 
and him), when he and others, under the same circumstances, 
embarked on board the Prince of Wales (merchant ship). 

That his Lordship came on board the Prince of 'Vales, and 
told him and others, that it would be necessary for some of them 
to keep watch in their turn, to prevent sicknes~, which might 

occur from being crowded below. 
That, previous to his leaving Stromness, his Lordship had 

told him to carry a gun 'with llim, as he would require one to 
defend himself from any attack made by his ~nemies. 

That he cannot state the time when the Prince of 'Wales left 
Stl'omness; but states, that said ship arrived at Churchill Cove, 

in the Sf'ason autumn f,ighteen Hundred and Thirken. 
That on his landing at the Cov~, he was vcry ill provided for, 

being under th2 necessity of laying under old sails, and his prO'
visions at the same time exceedingly bad; and he firmly be
lieves it to be the effect of ill treatment, that a number of the 
Colonists died. 

That his Lordship had <;h:'sired him (this Deponent) to bring 
neither money, clothes, or any other artic1es necessary, for that 
he could procure them as cheap at Red llwer as in SutherlaJld

shire. 
That on his arrival at Churdlill he found that nothing could 

be purchased but with ready cash, and at so great a price, that 
he was surprizcd; he having paid for one pound of tobacco, 
five shillings and sixpence sterling. 

That, instead of the aJIow;mce of tng1i&h provisions, such as 
labouring mcn are accu::.torncd to receive in Great Britain, and 
which Lord Selkirk had said should be allowed him, Mr. 
Archibald ~I'Donald, one of his Lordship's Agents, who was 
prescnt at the time when this promise was made, issued one 
pound of oatmeal and half a partridge per day, to each man, 
(with the same allowance for a woman and' two children), to
gether with eight pounds molasses, and ~jght pounds damaged 
pease, for every mess Qf twelve men per week. 
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That upon demonstrating to Archibald MCDonald, that such 

was not the kind of provisions promised by his Lordship in his 
.( Archibald M'Donald's) presence, Archibald M'Donald an
.8wered him that he ought to be content with what he got, as it 
was good enough for hit:n. The Deponent also states, that 
,the English provisions which had accompanied them, were tak
.en from them (the Colonists), and issued to the Hudson's 
Bay Company's Servants; and states that, to procure the scan
ty pitta~ce efhalf a partridge per day, they were under the 
necessity of travelling fifteen miles, to draw it on sleighs; that 
if they (the Colonists) refusee} to comply, their provisions were 
immediately stopt. ' .. 

That on his route from Churchill to Red River, they labour

ed in the same manner as the Se~v~nts of ihe Hudson's Bay 
Company, and without reeompense. 

That on their (the Colonists') ar,rival at Red River, one 
hundred acres of land was given to each Settler, and that he 
and five or six Settlers, were furnished wjth horses. 

That he received no impliments of husbandry or l}vc stock, 
and all the kitchen furniture he cOl.Jld procure, was an old fry
ing pan, and a small copper kettle. 

That the provisions issued to them at Red River were very 

indifferent, such as pemican and cat fish; oQ salt cDuld be pro
cured. 

That Miles M'Donell as:iiembled the Settlers at his dwelling~ 

hoase, in Red River Settlement, and calling him (this Depo
nent), Angus M'Kay, and john l\Iathuson to his room desired 

~hem to tell the Settlers that arm. would be ~L1rnished them for 

their defence. 
That he went out an spoke to the Settlers on the subject, 

and which measure they all adopted, but two would not. 
That upon this, t?ey were formed into a line at the end 01 

Mr. Miles M'Donell's house, where they were treated to a glass 
of spirits per man, Miles M'Donell at the same time telling him 
that the laws ·of tbis coqntry (meaning Red River) were, the 
stronger parties dictating to ~h~ weaker. After this harrangue, 

each man was furniihed with a gun and amunition. 
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That finding his treatment the reverse to what he was led w 

expect from Lord Selkirk's representations, and, for the reasons 
specified in this Deposition, he judged it ex'pedieIit to return. 
to Canada, and for that purpose requested a passage fro.,. Red 
River, from Mr. D. Cameton (a Proprietor in the N!>tth-'Vea~ 
Company), which \vas granted. 

And faTther this'Deponent says not. 

St. Mary Two Falls, 19th AugUh·t, 1815. 
(Signed) J GEORGE· CAMPBELL. 

Sworn before me, one of His Ma

jesty;s Justices of the Peace for 

the Indian Territories, 

(Signed) JOHN JOII:\"SON, 

No. VIII. 

James Toomy's Affidavit. 

,P.EIlSO:";AI,LY came and appeared before me, Archibald ~Ol'
man Macleod, Esq. one of the Justices of our Lord the King, 
duly appointed for the Indian Territory-James TooulY, a na
tiVE; of Ireland, now at Montreal; deposeth and saith, . that in 
the month of June,' in the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Eleven, k' ,".1S engaged to the Hudson's Bay Company for 
t~u'ee Fal's; that in the spring of the year One Thousand Eigh~ 
Hundred alld Fourte.ep, he was at the Red River, in the,said 
Indian Territory; that ear1~ in ~he said spring, on or about the 
15th of March, he this Deponent, and several other ~ervants of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, were ordered ,by Captain Mile9 
Macdonell, to prepare themselves to go oH'next morning to the 
})Iains, in search of provisions, to the tents of the Fre~m~n, 
and that he, Captain Miles :'.Iacdonell, would follew them; 
ihdne the said Mil:es Macdonell addressed himself chiefly to 
this Deponent on this occasion; that the following morning, he 
this Deponent, and several other servants of the Hudson's 
Bay Company, to the numbe,r of fourteen or fifteen, received 

I 



a.;:ms and ammunition from one Mr. Spencer, and proeee~e~ 
'iJD.der the command of one Mr. 'Warren, to the tents of some 
Freemen, one Charles Hesse and others, near Turtle River 1 

that the second or third night~ be this Deponent and party 
aforesaid slept in the' ~ents of the said Freemen; that he thia 
DeplJnent and party found one Michael Macdonell (one of the 
Clerks of the said Hudson's Hay Company) at the Freemen'! 
tents; that he this Depo~ent fO,un':i t~ere also- the servants of 
the North~ West Comp~y, named Jean- Baptiste Desmarrais, 
and two or tl)ree others,' whose ~ames this Deponent IJoes not 
recollect; that the ne)! t mornin'g this peponent was present, 
when the said Jean Baptiste'Desmarrais and the other servantli 
of the North-West Company received from the said Freemen a 
quantity 9f provisions, consisting of beat meat'lir, and tallow, 
as well as fresh meat, with which the said Jean Baptiste Des
marrais loaded two or three tl'ainst (being more than one· 
hor~c load), and the said Desmarrais and party proceeded with 
tke said trains so loaded, towards the North-West Company's 
Vorts at Turtle River; that the &aid :\lr. Warren and tIte said 
Michael Macdonell, immediately ordered this Deponent and 
the other servants of the Hudson's Bay Company, to fall in 
rank 'and files, to load their muskets with powder and ball, and 
to screw on their bayonets, and put themselves in array to 
force the said Jean Baptiste Desmanais and others, the ser
vants of theN orth-West Company afol'e!1aid, to give up to him 
this Deponent, and the said Mr. Warren and Michael l\hc
donell and party aforesaid, the said provisions then in the pos
session'or'the said Jean Baptiste Desmarrais, and the other SCl"

Jants of the N. W. Company; that the said DeSmalT<ilS mid hi:> 
party, 110t finding themselves strong enough to C!Ppose the ~aid 

'Ir. Warren and the said Michael Macdonell, they took the said 

provisions from the said Desmarrais in the presence of this nc
ponent; that the said Michael Macdonell ordered this D,::po!lcnt 
to go apd meet the said Captain Miles 1\lacdonell, ana illfol')H 

k 'I'he Bufl'lllo-ml'at is prepared by heiug beat, or pounded, ",,;th taUo;\'. 

t The frainlJ, ai'e 3ltJd!]ea drawn IJn tilt' snow h~' dog". :lIll1 ';1 lueLifJlrb "r 
ml!lI. 
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so 
bim of what had just passed between the said Michael Mae,. 
~onell and the said servants of the North West Company, 

that is to say, to "tell Captain Miles MacdoneH, that he, 
Michael MacdoneII, had succeeded in taking the provisions 
from the servants of the N orth-West Company by force;" that 
this Deponent did impart this message to Captain Miles Mac
donell, who replied, "it was all very well;" and he the said 
Captain Miles Macdonell then ordtred this D(;ponent t~ return 
to where the said Mr. Michael Macdonell had taken possession 
of the said N orth-West Compan; 's provi::i l ,1s, to tell the said 
.Michael Macdonell to keep poss('s::!(m. of the ~aid· lJrovisions 
until he, the said Captain Miles :\J J(do,ell, should arrive 
there himself; that this Deponent then did return, accordir'b to 
orders, and imparted the said last-mentioned message to the 
said Michael Macdonell; that this Deponent accompanied the 
said Michael Macdonell from Fort William, on the said Indian 
Territory, to this place; that the said Michael Macdonell is 
now ill Montreal. 

(Signed) 

Sworn before me, at Montreal, 
this 20th September, 1815, 

(Signed) A. N. MACLEOD, 
J.P.I.T. 

No. IX. 

his 
,JAMES ~ TOOM¥. 

Mark. 

James Pinkman's .Affidavit. 

PERSONALLY came and appeared before me, Archibald Nor

m~I"). Macleod, one of His Majesty's Justices duly appointed for 
the Imiiian Territory-James Pinkman, a native of Ireland, now 
at :\lontreal, who being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that on 

or about the 291h day of May, Eighteen Hundred and Four

teen, at the Forks of the Red River, he was ordered by Mr. 

John Spencer to arm himself, and to be in readiness to pro
ceed to Portage La Prairie, about two days journey up the AR~ 



31 
siniboine River ; that on the follo\Ving day he with two otheral 

under the immediate orders of John Spencer, went to the said 
Portage La Prairie, where they remained a few hours to refresh, 
after which they proceeded to Brandon House, on the banks of 
the River ,La Sourie, where they arrived on the third morning 
succeeding that of their departure from the Forks; that on 
their arrival at the said house, he, Mr. John Spencer) went to 
the N orth-West Fort at that place, making a demand for pro
visions; that to the best of his knowledge and recollection, one 
of those two men who accompanied him from the Forks of the 
Red River, went with him, Mr. John Spencer, to the said North
West Company's Fort; that he cannot pretend to any knowl
edge of what passed between the person in charge of the Fort 
and Mr. John Spencer, but states that a letter was written by 
John Sp~\lcvr, and sent by one olhis men to Miles Macdonell; 
th .... t h~ '<upposed the letter was relative to the provisions, but is 
not posItive; that during five days that the messenger was ab
sent, thq remained inactive; that on the fifth day the messen
ger stated, arrived with an answer ftom Miles Macdonell, to this 
effect :-" that Mr. John Spencer should force his way;"
That on the afternoon ef the same day Mr. John Spencer or
dered him, with the aforementioned two men, to embark and 
cross the river, which was dfected; Mr. Howes, of the Hudson's 
B~ y Company, having accompanied them, by landing before the 
gates of the 1"9rt; that Mr, John Spence to remarked while in 
the boat, that his orders were to take the provisions by force; 
that 011 their arrival at the gates ot" the Fort, which were snut, 
~'\Jr. John Spencer demanded, in the King's name, that the pro
visions, or pemican, grease, &c. then in the fort, should be de
livered to him; that on which Mr. Pritchard, the person iii 
charge of said provi&ions, &c. desired he, Mr. Spencer, would 
wait a few minutes: 1\1r. Pritchard returned with a small note, 

which he pushed through the stockades to Mr. John Spencer; 
that on :\lr. John Spencer's reading the note, he huned round 
alld said, "that will not do;" to which l\Ir. Pritchard replied, 
"then you must i(lrCe your way, as I will not open the gates;" 
that he and the other two men were then ordered by John Spen
cer to cut down the ~ tockades, and take the said provisions, and 
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by force of arms, which they did; to effect also which, the il'O» 

staples of the store were drawn, to open the door, and John 
Spencer toak all the provisions belonging to the~ ~orth-West 
Company, in the house and store so broke open, viz. five bun. 
dred "bags of pemican, about ninety six kegs of grease, and a. 

bout nine bales of dried meat ; that this Deponent objected to 
breaking open the house, and to be aiding in taking the provi
sions, to which the said John Spencer replied, he must obey hili 
orders; that these provisions, &c. being taken in the manner 
stated, were conveyed across the river to the Hudson's Bay 
Company's Fort, and there deposited, except twobatteaux 
loads, which were by the said Spencer taken down to the 
Forks, and delivered to Miles Macdonell. 

(Signed) JAMES PINK:\IAN. 

Sworn this 13th day of September, 
1815, before me, at Montreal, 

( Signed) .A. N. ~lACLEOD, 
J. P. 

No. X. 

I-Iugh Sword's Affidavit. 

PEnSON ALLY came and appeared before me, Archibdld Nor
man ~racleod, one of His Majesty's Justices duly appointed" 
for the Indian Territory-High Swords, a native of lre]and~ 
now at Montreal, deposeth and saith, that in June, 1812, he was 
engaged to the Hudson's Bay Company for three years; that in' 
the spring of the year 1814, he was at the Red River; that 
this Deponent and several other servants of the Hudson's Bay 
Company were sent for to the house of Miles M'DonelI; that 
Miles 1\I'Donell then told him, that he this Deponent and the 
other men, to the number of eight or nine, were to procee~up' 
the River, under the command of one John ,",Yarren, and keep 
a strict watch of any b03.t or boats of the N orth-'Vest Compa
ny, with provisions, if they should ccme clown the river j and 
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if any did come down, that they were to take such boat and 
boats, $nd the provisions, by surprize or f~rce, and that Mr. 
,\\T arren woulq command them; that this Deponent and the 
other servants of the Hudson;s Bay Company were furnished 
with arms and ammunitien, that is to say, mltskets and bayonets, 
and ball-cartridges, out of the store of Miles M'DoneU; and 
Miles MCDonell also told this Depliment and the other servants', 
that they were to obey the orders, of Mr. Spencer. Being so 
armed, this Deponent and the other men proceeded up the River 
Assiniboine, undel' the command of Mr. Warren; t,hat they 
travelled along the Rivel; until dark, and then camped; that that 
day they saw no appearance of a boat or provisions. The next 
morning Miles M'Donell joined them with afield-piece, and a 
number of men armed with muskets, where they had camped; 
that Miles M'Donell then placed the field-piece in a position, 
on a point so as to command the passage of the river, and pre
vent any boats from going down; that when they were all as .. 
• ~mbled they formed a pretty large party of men; that this De .. 
PQnent was ordered intd a boat with eight or nine other men, 

,under the command of Mr. Spegcer, to go up the river to see if 
there was any appearance of the boat with the provisions coming 
down; ~hllt they went a few miles up the river, and returned to 
the point where the camp and cannon were, without having seen 
any thing of the boat; that that evening, this Deponent and all 
the other men returned to the Fort, where Miles ~1'Donell 

li~ed; that the next day eight or nine men, of which this De
ponent was one, were ordered by Miles MCDonell to ann them
.elves with muskets and ball-cartridges, which they did, and 

were ordered again in a boat up th.:: river" under the commuud 
of Mr. John Spencer, in search of the North- W cst Company'lI> 
boat and provisions; that they went up the River two Jays' 
journey; that they found a boat, which they knew to be a boat 
belonging to the North- ,.~V cst Company, in a small Bay; tllat 
there Were no provi~jons in t~e boat, and that it had apparently 
drifted there; and finding no provi~iollS in the boat, Mr. Spen
Ce'r urd'.'rul the men to sral'ch in different parts of tue beach, 
iI/tel point" of wood, to ;;ec where the provi . .,ions had been dq'o-

E 



sited; that they looked in many places and points, and could 
not find it, and returned where they left their boat; that that. 
same evening they went up the river by land, and travelled until 
they came to a lodge, or hut, where they found three Canadians 
(one Poitras and his son, and the other he does not recollect 
his name perfectly, but believes it was one Soucisse) ; that by 

orders of ;\Ir. ~pencer, they took the three Canadians priso
ners, and took thli:m down where the boat was'; that next morn

ing Mr. Spencer, this Deponent., and the other men, embarked 

in the boat with the said three Canadian prisoners, and returned 
to Miles !\1'Donell, and delivered the said Canadian prisoners 
over to Mr . .l\l'DonelJ; that he took them into his own apart
mcnts: what passed there this Deponent cannot say; towards 
eVl·r.ing the said Canadians were let at liberty, and they went 
down and slept in the tents of some Freemen that were en
t:amped on the water side; that next morning this Deponent and 
another man was ordered to go with the said John Spencer on 
horseback up to Poitras' Lodge, where they had been taken 
prJ~oncrs, and that Poitras would shew them where the provi. 
sions ":ere, as this DeponLot understood; that they all rode up 
to Poitras' Lodge, and Poitras pointed out to them, on the othel 
side of the river, the place ",there the 1\ orth-\Yest C ompany'~ 
bl'l"Vants had deposited their provisions; that this Deponent thE: 
other man, and the sai(l {>'Ir. Spencer, crossed in a wooden 
t.:ano~·, and went to the place pointed (Jut Ly Poitras, and therE 

f.mnd the provisions deposited; that the provisions were care· 
fully and securely placed upon wood, and well covered with a 
lC.lther tcnt, to prevent them from being injured by the rain 01 

weather; that that night, the said John Spencer, this Deponent: 
and the other man, sll pt alongside of the provisions, to guar~ 
lilem, or prevent their being removed: that the next day a boai 
with eight or nine men came up from :Miles i'tl'Donell's Fort, to 

take down t!l:? sa:d provisions; that when the boat came up, thi! 
Deponent and the other man took off the covering of the provi. 
sio!:!>, and found them to be s~~c!:-; r.f r':.':nican in good order: 

that Uley \',ere recognized to be the provisions belonging to th€ 

S ol'th- \V l'st Company; and that the S:l:t.l provisions consiste~ 
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of 96 or 97 leather bags of pemican, weighing each about 90 

pounds; that is, dried meat and grease pounded together; that 
the pemican is considered the best provisions for carl'jing on 
the ,trade; it will keep for several years, and is obtained at a 
'v~.ry considerable expence and trouble, and considered absolute
lY,necessary for bringing the traders and their men out of the 

Inwan Country, until they can get supplied with other kinds of 
provisions-; that this Deponent and the other men, by the direc

ti()n of the said John Spencer, took the said provisions from th~ 
place where they were so depo~ited, and put them on board the 
l~st-mentioned boat, and conducted it down the river to the 
Fort of the said Miles M'Donell, and deposited the said provi
sions in his store; that he cannot say for what reasons the said 
provisions were taken, for there was no want of provisions in 
Miles M'Donell',:i Fort at the time, especially as the fishing sea
son had commenced. 

( Signed) 

Sworn before lne, at Montreal~ 
'this 13th day of Septem
ber, 1815. 

(Signed) A. N. 'MACLEOD, 

J. P. 

his 
HUGH ~ SWrORDS. 

Mark. 

_"("("("(OC)··),·) .. )··_-

No. XI. 

James Golden's Affida·cit. 

PERSONALLY came and appeared before me, Archibald 
Norman Macleod, Esquire, one of the Justices of our Lord 
the King, duly appointed for the Indian Territory-James 
Golden, late of Ireland, County of Sligo, now at ~Iontrcal, 

and deposeth and saith, That in the Year One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Fourteen, he Wl'l commanded to take arms and 
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join the rest of the Settlers, Colonists and Sernr\. of the lIud
son's Bay Company (by Holdsworth, one of Miles M'Donell'. 

lOervants) 1 which orders were rejected by him this Deponent, 

with this remark, that he (this Deponent) would not enter upf'n 

.iuch a business, or act in nny such manner, but in evt:nt of 
Miles :\'f'Donell'~ leading the said party in person; that UPOll 

this reply, H(I)ldsworth went back, and remaining !ome time 
absent, returned to Scl;tl Deponcnt~ telling him to take arms and 

join the said party, which orders this Deponent complied with; 

that hm'ing been furnished ,~·ith arms and ammunition, this De~ 

ponent loaded h~s piEce ready for action; that from Miles 
l\'I'Donell's dwelling house, said party of Settlers, Coloni&ts and 

Servants of the Hudson's Bay Company, were commanded and 
led by said Miles M'Donell and his inferior Officers, to assume 
a station on the banks of the river, to wait and intercept the 
craft belonging to the N orth-\Yest Company, then on their way 
down lted Hivcr (or in other words, the Assiniboine River), 
\\"ith provisions; that to the best of his recollection, the said 
party consisted on this day, of twenty-five or twenty-six men, 
well armed and equipt, and one brass field-piece; Hhathe thie 
Deponent had orders from the infelior officers to act in like 
manner with said party, or after the same form of procedure; 
in compelling the craft of the N"orth-"\Vest Company to land; 
that the first winter this Deponent and lJis companions wintt'rcc 
at the Red River, they were assi~_~by the servants of tIl( 
North- \Vest Company with provisions, by means whereof man, 
per;;ol1s belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company and the Colo: 
nyat Red River, were kept from starving. In consequence 0 

the North-\YeFt Company having assisted this Deponent an< 
his comrades with pro,isions when starving, was this Deponenf: 

chief reason ,,'hy he refused to take up arms to take provision 
by force, from the persons who had so assisted them; besides 
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.~ Deponent dici not wiSh to eRter into a proceeding fIlat 11~ 
.~hoU!h't illegal and vt(Jfent.· 1,- . 

\ h~ 

(Sigil~d) JAMES ~ GOLDENt 
.' Mar~. . 

Sworn before me, at Montreal, 
this 20th day of September, 
1815. ' 

(Signed) A. N. MAcLEon, 
J, P. I. T. 

-'··"<··<··<oo~ .. • .. ··,· .. -, 

No. XII. 

William !Vallace's 1.ffidaiJit. 

r.EnsoNAL~Y came and appeared before me, Archibald No~. 
man Macleod, Esquire~' one of the Justices of our Lord the 
;King, duly appointed for the Indian Territory-William Wal. 
lace, late of Scotland, now at Montreal, deposeth and saith, 
That this Deponent came 'ollt from Scotland in the Year One 
Thousand Eigllt Hundred apd Eleven, ul}der an engagement 
for three' year~, with' Miles M' Donell, as a labourer, to assist in 
establishing a Colony on the Red River: the first year he 
'ft'orked at Seal's Cre~k, ~ear York Factory; the next year this 
Deponent went up ~o the Red'River, with Miles M'Donell and 

about t~enty other persons; that a Settlemsnt was made 
there; that the N orth-W cst Company had a Settlement called a 

Fort, near Miles M'Do~ell's Settlement; 'that the Servants and 
Settlers of the Hudson's Bay Company were encouraged, and 

received succours and help from the servants of the North

West Company; and that the first winter they were there, this. 
Deponent thinks they must have starved, if the servants of the 

North- West Company had not supplied them with provisions; 
that the North-West Company always continued to be frit;ndly 

to Miles M'Donell's people or Settlers, until Miles M'l;>onell, 
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,J.ohn Spencer, and Michael M'Donell and others, took prMi
sions by force from the N orth-West Company; that this Depo
nent remonstrated with the said Miles M'Donell, and refused to 

take up arms against the North-Wegt Company: Miles M'Do
nell said there was no law in the country but the law of the 

strongest, and that he could not get on without that being the 

case; that in the spring of the Year One Thousand Eight 

Hundred and Fourteen, he was ordered by Peter Fidler (one 

of ~iles M'Donell's officers) to take up arms, which arms 

were to be employed against the N orth-W cst Company; that 

upon his refusing to do anJ such thing, he was threatened by 
him (:\,Ir. Petn Fidler) to be flogged, and to have his wages 
stopped; that Miles M'Donell had said, those who might be 
wounded or maimed in any manner, in a skirmish or aetion with 
the said N orth-\Vest C empany, 'would receive a pension; that 
all those who would take up arms against the said Company, 

would, a3 Miles I-.I'Donell had said, receive three pounds, 
Halifax currency; that this Deponent not b~ing inclined to 
take up arms, or to be a party in 1~06tilities, or using force 
ag-ainst the N crth-\Vest Company, last spring left the service of 
the said Hudson's J~ay Company; that before he left Miles 
1'1'Donell, he saw him c['.usc one John Funning to be tied to a 
tr(:'c, and his, Miles ::\I'Donell's servant, ordered to beat him 
with rods; th:1t Miles l\1 :Donell was present, and scolded his 
servant for not striking him hard enough; took the rod out of 
his servant's hand, and beat the saill John Funning himself, 

most unmercifully; that in Ju ne One Thousand Eight Hun
dred and Fourteen, n party of Miles M'Donell's men were sent 
rut, and brought back a quantity of pro\'isiono;, pemican, which 
lInd been taken from the North-West Company; that when it 
was brought down to Miles M"Donell's Fort, this Deponent 
llrlpcd to carry it up into Miles l\i'Donelrs stores; he this De
Pli;l(;:1t heard l'.1ilcs M'Donell remark, it was a good beginning, 
~llld t:mt in a little time he would drive the North-'West Com
p:my out of the River; that in summer of the Year One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Fourtel'n, he was witness to 
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Miles M'Donell bringing a party of armed men and a field
piece to the rivtf side, in order to stop any canoe passing, that 
belonged to the N orth ... West Company; that he saw two canoes 
stopt (the property of the North-West Company), the men. 
taken prisoners, and a case of guns taken from said canoes, ami 
deposited in the store, by Miles M'Donell's orders. 

(Signed) 
Sworn before me, at Montreal, 

this 20th day of September, 
1815. 

( Signed) A. N. MACLEOD.

J. P. I. T ... 

'VILLIAM WALLACE. 

No. XIII. ( 

Speech if the GRANDES OREILLES, a great Chiif fir the Chi

peways, made in the Indian Hall, at the Forks of Red River, 

the 19th June, 1814; addressed to several gf the Partners qf 
the Nurth- West Company. The Chief holding a String cif 

Wampum in his hands" tied at hoth ends, proceeded thus: 

Traders, my Children, when I first heard at the troubles you 
were in at this place, my heart became sorty, and the tears ran 
uown my cheeks. I found, however, there was no time to in
(lulge in grief, no time to be lost. Ollt Trauers, our Friends, 
the Protectors of Ollr Children, were surrounded with dangers; 
I gave the call of war, and you see before you proofs that my 
voice was not exerted in vain; my young men have listened to it. 

I find that you as well as the Indians are surrounded with 
difficulties and dangers. We are pbced as if all were encircled 
within the ring of beads which I hold in my hands. We have 
the ~ioux to opp'ose from above, and now it appears that we 
have to' contend with Lnndworkcrs from below. 

IVltat are these Landworkers ~ What brought them here? 
TVho gave them Ollr lands? and how do they dare to prevent 
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ellr Traders from pW'c.h~iDg whatev~r w~ 1¥l"e f.9 give thelP, 
upon our awn lands ~ But it would appear ~hat these ~\f~Qgers, 
these mak-ers of gardens, lo.ok upon themselves ~ ~he r~~l pos
sessors I)f tlh.es'e lands, and presuming on ~q~ extraQrdinary 
right, would wish to prevent you from rQtlJr~ing ~ere, by l'\Q
priving you of your stock of provisions tm¢d op this River, 
in hopes thereby to dyive you from the country, and make 
slaves of the Indians when deprived of their Friends and Pro
tectOl·S. As for them, we can never look on them as s14ch. 

La:st summer I was called upgn by you to go with my young 
men to Fort William, in order to give assistanee against the 
Americans; I listened to the call, and proceeded tow~ids your 
great Lodge; but when we reached it, I fo~nd that our assis
tance was not required. I how€ver left my war club in the 
Hall, in case 1 might again be called upon. I then could not 
have thought that I should ever ~lave occasion for my club to 
serve against the ·Whites on these lands; and white people too, 

coming from the same lands with yourselves! and all of you, 

as well as the Indians, obeying the same Great Father-. But 
we sel; that the Landworkers are unreasonable; that they arc 

determined to impose upon us and upon you. We are there

fore equ:1l1y determined to break down whatever bal'£itrs they 
muy ~C't up against us, or against you. My young men are 
equq,Hy ll.etermined with myself: it is our wish, it is our in
terest, to preserve you amongst us at the risk of oqr lives; for 
if you leave us, who will have pity on our women and children? 

Y Oll say, however, that for the present, you have come to an 

understanding with these people, that you have carried YOUl' 

po.int with them. I am glad of it: I tIla,nk the Master of Life, 
that my str;'ng of l?eads will ~ot be stained with the blood of 
Whites re:;iding un these bnds. I should always wish to see 
you at peac:>. I would love you all, was it possible; but my 
ht>art and my lift! is at the service of those who have charge of 
the b'lHt'5 of my Father'*', and my Brother; and if you cannot. 

""The Lf)lles of Xetam, the Great Chief, Father of tile Spp.aker, are pre. 

senet! on it ~cam,lll at F(lrt \Villiam, and hi!; Sou's bones ill the same mannr.r 

at Lac III Pllli... There j< al,,·;'Ys a flag plu!,pj orer 11,1'111 by tl:e COlTIpaft1. 

a~ a ImLrk of diitillcli.)n, anJ re·~ .. ct f;.lr nit' InC"l:;,y of .he dead Chiefs. , 
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live in peace, and that these Landworkers will not allow you to 
trade with us as usual, they ~hall be destroyed, or driven out 
of the Assiniboine River. 

To conclude what I had to say; I already see a great Change .. 
When we were accustomed to encamp round the Forts of our 
Traders on thisriver, our Children used to be fed with pounded 
meat and with grease; but this spring, hunger and starvation 
forced us to leave the Fort much sooner than I intended; for 
my wish was to remain until the black clouds which appeared 
h'anging over the Fort were dispelled. 

Some of you, my Children, thought perhaps then, that I 
wished to get out of the way. But no; I had no such inten
tions: seeing that you had not a mouthful of provisions, even 
for your young men, I was forced to go and seek something for 
my Children. It was not the sound of bad birds that drove me 
away; my readiness in appearing here to support your €ause, 
ought to be a proof of my attachment to my Traders and to' my 
Children. 

These are my words, and I have not two mouths. 

No. XIV. 

Resoluti.ons Q[ the Hudson's Bay Company. 

Hudson's Bay Hortse, 19th Mag, 1815. 

AT a Gen'etal Comt held this day, of tIre Governor and Com
pany of Adventures of England trading to Hudson's Bay, for 
the purpose of taking into consideration an Ordinance for the 
more effectual administration of Justice in the Company1s Terri
tories, pursuant to a notice of the same, advertised in the Lon
don Gazette on Saturday the 13th instant, the following Resolu
tions were submitted to the Proprietors, and passed in the affir
mative, viz. 
First, That there shall he appointed a Governor-in-Chief ~d 

Council, who shall have paramount authorIty over the whole 
Df the Company's Territories in Hudson's Bay. 

F 
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Seco1ld~if' That the Governor, with any two of bis Council,. 

shall be competent to form a Council for the administration 

of Justice, and the' exercise of the power vested in them by 
Charter. 

Thirdly, That the Governor of Ossiniboia and the Governor of 
l'.foose, within their respective districts, and 'with any two of 
their respectivc Cou'ncils, shall have thc same power; but 
their power shall be suspended while the Governor-in-Chief 

i.~ actually present for judicial purposes. 
Pvurll'(Ij, That a Sheriff shall be appointed for each of the 

districts of Ossiniboia and Moose, and one for the remainder 
of the Company's Territories, for the execution of all such 
process as shall be directed to them according to law. 

FU:!:!y, That in ease of death or absence of any Councillor or 
~herjff, the Governor-in-Chief shall appoint a person to do 
the duty of the office, till the pleasure of the Company be 
known. 

Extracted from the Minute Book of the said Company by 

ALEXANDER LEAN, Secretary,. 

9th June, 1815. 

No. XV. 

John Sit'cright's Affidavit, 

Pro','illce '!f Lower Canada,} 
District if .l'.lontrcal. 

JOII~ SIVERIGHT, late of the Red River, in the Indian 01 

Korth-West Country, in North America, Gentleman, maketh 
oath and saith, that he this Deponent, in and previous to the 
month of March last, W:lS a Clerk in the service l·f the K orth
\rest Compapy, in the said Indian Territory; that on the seven

teenth day of 1\1arch last past, Duncan Cameron. a Partner in 
the said N orth-\V est Company, was residing in a rort or Esta· 
blishm~nt bclonginf!' to the said l\orth-\Yest Company, called 



43 
Fort Gibraltar, situated ~t the Forks of the Red River afore
said; that the said Duncan Cameron had the charge of the said 

Fort, and of the persons in the service of the North-We~t Com
pany reiiding in the said Fort; that between the hours of seven 
and eight o'clock in the evening of the said seventeenth day of 
M:.lrch last past, the &aid Deponent, one Seraphim I .. a MalTe, a 
Clerk in the service of the N orth-West Company, and one 
Joseph l' Aurent~, were in the apartment of the ~aid Duncan 
Cameron in the said Fort, with the said Duncan Cameron; that 
they were surprized 'u:nd alarmed by the entry of a party of men 
headed by one Colin Robertson, a person in the service of the 

Hudson's Bay Company, or of the Earl of Selkirk; that the 
Deponent distingui~hed one Alexander 1\1' Lean, John P. Bourke, 
Michel Hayden, ;\lartin Jordan, and seveml other persons in 
the service of the said Hudson's Bay Company, or of the Earl 
of Selkirk; that the said Colin Robertson was the leader of the 
sai~ party; that the said Colin Hobertson had a drawn sword in 
his hand; that the said Alexander M'Lean and the said John 
I>. Bourke, hud drawn swords ann pistols in their hands, and that 
the other m'~n 01' the party were armed with guns and fixed 
bayonets, and pistols in their belts; that the said Colin Robert
son, on coming in the said rooms, went up to the said Duncan 
Cameron and collared him, saying, ,., I am a man, and will no 
longer be imposed on," and laid hold of the ~aid Duncan Came
ron's sword, which was hanging up against the wall; and the 
other persons of the said party took the guns and pistols of the 
gaid Duncan Cameron; that the said Duncan Cameron asked 
the said .Colin Robertson the meaning of his conduct; to which 
the said Colin Robertson replied, "You will know by and bye;" 

that the said Colin Robertson then left the said apartment, and 
on going out, addressing himself to the said John P. Bourke, 
and the said Alexander M'Lean, said, "Captain M'Lean and 
Ensign Bourke, I l!tli\"d' you the prisoners in charge-you wi1l 
confine them all in the l5ame room;" that the said John P. 
Bourke then cOame up to the Deponen't, and put a pistol to his 

head, and addressing this fieponcnt, said, "You damned rascal, 
I have a mind to blow your brains out,." when one of the party 



laid hold of the said John P. Bourke's arm, an~ ~aid, "Mr, 
Bourke, you are not to shoot anyone here;" that the said De
ponent was, in consequence of the b~haviour ~f the said Coli., 

ILbertson, Alexander 1\I'Lean, John P. Bourke, and the other 
persons with them? put in fear of his life; that the said John 
P. Bourke then proceeded to collect all the papf:rs and letters of 
the s:;id Duncan Cameron lying on the tabie, and those in the 

de~,k, and put them in a box or chest, and gave them to one o{ 
the said party, who took them off; that an armed guard Wai 

pbced in the room OVl'r the said Duncan Cameron and the De~ 
ponent, for abou't three hours, 'keeping them c10se prisoners if} 
the said room; that Depc:'.ent then 'obtained permission from the 
said Alexander M'Lean to go into the hall or outer room, and 
went Irom the said ~'oom by permission into a room in the same 
house, where th:.: said Sef3phi~n L~ Marre was kept prisoner by 
the said part y; that the Deponent, on going into the laf-t men

tioned room, <].sked the said Colin ltobertson what his intention~ 
were, and if he meant to kerp them all prisoners? To which 
the said Robertson replied, ~e would give him an amwer nex~ 

~ay; that an armed guard was kept all night 'in the said hall 01' 

outer room, to prevent the said Dunc'an Cameron, tlle S,lid L2. 
MatTe, ane} this Dq>onem, leaving their rooms; that on the 
following day the said Colin Robertson informed thi~ Deponent 

he was going io sf-nd off three men to intercept the Notth~West 

Ezrrc:-s, "hieh was then daily expected at ~he said Fort, ap~ 
requested this Deponent to propose to the eaid puncan Came
ron, 'l~O was still 'a pri~oner, that if he t~le said Cameron would 
promisl: not to take any means to prevent the express comiug in, 
that he the said Robertson woulq only open the letters addressed 
to the said Cameron, and would allow the remainder of th~ 
letter.; to proceed; that the said Deponent made the proposal 
to the said Cameron, 'who assented to it, ~elling thiS Deponent, 
t.hdt as i~ was in the power of the 'said Robertson to take the 
whole of the,letk"rs, and ~s they wer..:: of great C(l~lsequence to 
the X,/rtl}- T,,\'est C()mpar~y: it "as better to consent to it; that 
this Deponent, en ~t~ l~;l)' last mentioned) a~ked the said Robert
ion, by Cameron's )'eques~ to give up the Fort, and Hllow the 
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Lradeto bs carried on; that the said Robertson refused, &ayin.c 

that it was the Key of the Red River,- and he was determined tQ 
keep it at all e~ents; that on the same day, the eig~teenth, an~ 
on the nineteenth day of March.last, the said Robertson caused 

a quantity of small arms and pie(:es of cannon to be brought 
tnto the Fort, and dej)osited in the store; that two men arrived 
in the afternoon of the nineteenth of March afore!aid, with t~ 
N orth-West E~pte~s, who were immediately put into a room, 
and an armcd guard put over them; the letters were thentakeil 
to the quarters of the said Robertson, and thisPeponent was 
c0!lducted by two armed mEn to Robertson's quarters, by the 
orders of the said Robertson; that the said Robertson opened 
the packet containing the said letters in the presence of this 
Deponent, and the Deponent saw the said Robertson brt.~tk 
open six letters or more, addressed to t!1C said Cameron, one 
letter addressed to John Dugald Cameron, and one letter ad
dr~ssed to the said La Marre; and the said Robertson kept all 
tJle letters, about one hundred (cxceptingthree letters addressed 
~o this Deponent) ; that this Deponent, on the following day, 
obtained leave to go out of the Fort, and went to Qu'appelle 
Fort, an establishment of the said North-"West Company about 
one hundred leagues distant from Fort Gibraltar; that Alexander 
M'Donell, one of the Partners of the said North-"West Compa
ny, who co,mnanded at the said Qu'appel1e Fort, wrote a letter 
to the said Robertson, which the Deponent read, desiring the 
iaid Robertson to give up the said Fort Gibraltar, and to leave 
it in the state in which he had taken it; that this Deponent took 
the said letter and went to the said Rober~on, and delivered it 
t'Q him; that th~s Deponent, on or about the tenth day of' April 
last past, left the said Fort Gibraltar, at which time the said 
Cameron was still kept prisoner by the said Robertson; that 
when this beponent passed the Forks of the said I:lli Rivcr 
this spring, "the said Fort Gibraltar was demolished, and I:,) part 
of it remained "tanding but the chimnil's; and this Deponent 
saw the pri~cjpal part of the wood amI timLl'l" of the the said 
Fort putting up as a Fort round the Settlement of th~ Earl ~f 
Selkirk, or Hudson'~ Bay Company, at Red River afore.:'::liJ ; 

• 

... 
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'ilIat this Deponent was informed, and verily believes, that the 
Furs belonging to the N orth-West Company, which were in the 
Fort Gibraltar aforesaid at the time the said Robertson took 
possession of it, were taken down to Hudson's Bay, by the 
Agents of the said Earl of Selkirk, or of the Hudson's Eay 
Company, and that the said Furs were of the value of Eight 
Hundred Pounds currency, or thereabouts; that this Dep<lllent 
was also informed, and verily believes, that the said Cameron 
was ~ent down to Hud~on's Bay by the orders of the Agents of 
Hudson's BilY Company, or of the said Earl of Selkirk. 

'Sworn at the City of Montreal, 
in the said District, this 30th 
day of August, 1816, .be
fore me, 

Fs. ROLLAND. 

J. P. 

No. XVI. 

JOHN SIVERIGHT. 

Fl'anfois Taupier's Affidavit. 

Disi ri ct de ~1 ontreal. 

FR/~~'yOIS TAUPIER, de Ste. Therese, dans Ie District de 
Montr~al, laboureur, ayant prete scrment, depose et Jit, que 
dans Ie mois de Mars dernier il (toit dans Ie pays haut ou pays. 
sauvage, dans un Fort appartenant a Ia Compagnie du Nord
Ouest, situ( sur les Fourches d~ lfl. Riviere Rouge, appel1c Fort 
Gibraltar; qu'il {toit dans une petite maison en dedans du dit 
Fort, et au service de Duncan Cameros, un des Associes de la 
elite Compagnie; que vers les sept ou huit heures du soir il en
tendit beaucoup de bruit dans Ie dit Fort, qu'il a sorti de Ia 
maison sus dite, et a l'entre dans l'appartement du dit Cameron 
en une maisan dans l'enceintc du rut Fort; qu'cn Y Entrant il 
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apper~ut un nomme Bourke, et un nomme MCLean armes de 
sabres et de pistolets, mena<;ant Ie dit Cameron et 1m' presentant 
leurs pistolets. Qu'il y avoit a:;autres personnes arm(es dans Ie 
dit Fort, qui «::toient de la partie d'un nomme Robertson, et qui 
y sont venus avec lui. Que Ie dit 'Bourke, et dit M'Lean, et 

les autres personnes armees sont enttes dans Ie dit Fort, sous Ie 

commandement du dit Robertson, un des Agents de la Soci~te 
de la .i3aie d' Hudson; qu'il a entendu dire, et qu'il croit, que Ie 

dit Bourke, s'appelle John P. Bourke, Ie dit M'Lean, Ale:xander 
M'Lean, et Ie dit Robertson, Colin Robertson; que Ies clites 
personnes armees qui etoicnt dans l'appartement sus dit, ont con a 

traiilt Ie Deposant de sortir du dit appartement; que Ie Depo~ 
sant alors entra dans la dite petite maison d'ou il sortoit, et qu'a
pres qu'il y est cntr..! Ie dit Bourke entra dans I'appartement ou 
Ie dit Dl:posant etoit, mena<;ant Ie Deposant et lui presentant 
son pistolet; que lui Ie Deposant en consequence de la condtiite 

du dit Bourke et des autres personnes avec lui, craignoit pout 
sa vie; que Ie nomme Branconnier, une des personnes au ser
vice du dit Cameron (ut blesse au bras par un coup de bayonette 
inflige (a ce que Ie Deposant croit) par une personne sous Ie 
commandement du dit Robertson; que Ie Deposant et les autres 
personnes au service du Nord-Ouest dans Ie dit Fort ont ~te 
faits prisonniers, et detenucs contre leur volonte, dans Ie dit 
Fort, quatre ou cinq jours par Ies dits Robertson, Bourke, et 
M'Lean, et les personnes avec eux; que Ie dit Cameron resta 
prisonnier depuis Ie temps que Ie dit Robertson est entre dan~ 

Ie Fort, jusqu'u ce que Ie Deflosant soit pa~ti du dit Fort environ 
cinq jours apres, et qu'il etoit encore alors prisonnier-Que Ie 
dit Robertson a pris possession de tout ce qu'il y avoit dans Ie 
dit Fort, appartenal'lt a la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest, et de 
leurs marchandises, d'environ trente paquets de pelleteries de la 
valeur de mille fr£ncs chaque, de IeUl s armes et ammunitions-, 
et de la plus grande pattie He Ieur~ vivres. Que quand Ie De

posant est passe auxfourches de la Riviere Rouge ce printemps, 
Ie dit Fort Gibraltar {toit dCmoIi; que plusieurs personnes au 
service de 1a SociLt0 de In Baie d'Hulison ont informc Je dit 
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:6eposant, que 1e dit Fort avoit ete demoli par lea gens de 1& 

ditc Societe de la Baie d'Hudson. 

Sworn at the City of Mon
treal, in the said District, 

'his 14th d~y of Septem
her) 1816, before me, 

Fs. ROLLANf), 

J. P. 

No. XVII. 

Joseph Jourdains' Affidavit. 

CE jour d'hui Ie huitieme d'Aout de ran mil huit cent seize, 
iu Fort \Villi~, dans Ie district de Kamini::;tiguia, devant mOi 
'Villiam M'Gillivray, I'Wl des Juges de Paix de sa IVlajeste pour 

les Territoires Indiens, comr·..'1rut personnellement Joseph Jour· 
dains, de la Norc dans Ia Province du Bas Canada, un dt's Servi-
1:eurs de la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest, qui, apres avoir pret6 
::;erment sur les Saint Evangiles, Depose; que dans l'automne 

dl! l'an mil h'.lit cent quinze, Mr. Duncan Camerori.~ Ie depecha. 
des FOtlrchcs de Ia Riviere Rouge pour aller passer a l(l Riviere 
(Ill Pembina, que Ie nomme Bostonnois Pangman avait en charge; 
qu'emiron au vingt de .l\Iars dernier, a peu pres a neuf heurei 
du soir, sept Jtommcs armCs de sabres, fusils, et bayonettes, se 
prcst::ntcrent devant sa maison, et enfoncanf la porte se jettere~ 

de dans ; que Ie Deposant dant couch{>, et .que les assailans Ie 
menacercnt de lui bruler les cervelles, s'il OSQit bauger, Ie nom
Ele Rogers fut ;\ la tete de la troupe, et tint son pistolet tandf; 
qu'ils dirent au Deposant qu'ils etoient venus.pour s'emparer de 
Bostonnois Pangman, d' Alexander Fraser, et de Charles Hesse, 
qui I tai<:nt les commis, et pour emporter toutes les arrnes et am .. 
munition; que Ie Deposant se rendit irnmediatement apres ~ 18 
maison de Bostonnois Pangrnan, a la distance d'environ quatre 
vingt pieds, et qu'en entrant, il trouva John Pitchard, Alex. 
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i Macdonell, M'teod, et plusieurs autres, tous armlS, avec lei 

dits Bostonnois, Fraser, et Hesse, qui avoient (te desarm(s et 
faits prisonniers; que John Pritchatd et Alex. Macdonell for

cerent Bostonnois de leur remettre la def du magazin, ce qu'il 
fit; qu' immediatement apres ils emporterent un baril de pou
dre, un sac de bal de plomb, de quatl'c-vingt livres de poids 
environ, et toutes les armes appartenantes a la Compagnie du 

Nord-Ouest, et a leur sCl'viteurs;" qu'ensuite ils emrr.enerent 
prisonniers les dits Bostonnois, Fraser, et Hesse, {;t les cnfer
merent dans leur Forts it Ia distance,d'environ deux cent perches, 
d'ou il furent envoy'-S trois jOUl'S apl'es aux :Fourches, de con
cert ,avec u~ Metif nomme Cantonnois, qui fut fait prisonnier 
parelllement. 

Que cinq ou six jours ~pres l'attaque sus dite, Ie dit John 
Pritchard, et Ie dit Alexander Macdonell, avec une bande de 

leurs gens, tant Colonistes que servitems de la Compagnie de la 

Baie d'Hudson, se rendirent au magazin ct empol'terent to utes 

les marchandises, pelleteries ct effets; que Ie D:'posant et les 

autres gens de la Compagnie du ~ ord-Ouest ltant inform{s que 
Ie Fort et toutes les provisions aux Fourchcs avoicnt t.:te saisics, 

furent oblig(s de se rendre dans les plaines pour aIler trouver de 
Ia nourriturc. 

Qu'au mois de Mai suivant, Ie D,:posant descendit la Ri\'i~rc 

j'usqu' aux Fcurchcs, t::t vi~ alors l.\1r. Duncall Cameron, qui 
fut embarque comme pris.onllier dans un bateau pour aIler a Ia 
Baie d'Hudson; qu'it vit aussi mettrl: a bord les paquets de 
pelleteries qui'avoient {t,; sai~ics 3UX deux postes des Fourches, 
et a la Riviere au Pembina, mais qu'il ll,cn sait pas Ie nombre; 
que 1\1r. Duncan Cameron lui dit (au lXposant) qu'il y avoit 
eu trente trois paquets de faits dans Ie temps que Iii traite fut 
bouch{e, et qu'il se rappellc parfaitement qu'iI y avoit quatre a 
t'inq paquets de pris a Ia Riyierc au Pembina; qu'aux Fourches, 
il vit les srrviteurs de la Compagnie de 1<1 Baie d'Hudsol1 et 
ks Colonistes rasel' Ie Fort de la Compagnie du No;:J-Ouest, 
(.'t filire d~sccnJre par Ie courant de In Riviere, tous Ie bois qui 
pourrait servir au Gouverneur Semple L1ans ses qur.rtiers; qu'
apl cs cela, il les vit mettre Ie feu aux debris; que Ie Dcposant 

G 
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resta aUK FOUl'ches avec les hommes libres, jusqu'a l'arrivt-c de 
Mons. Alexander M'Donell de la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest~ 
avec les ba~eaux de la Riviere Qu' Appele. 

(Copie. ) 
Sworn before me at Fort 'Vil

liam, Indian Territory, this 
Tenth day of August, One 
Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Sixteen. 

(Signed) WM.}\:l'GILJ,IYRA Y, 

J. P. I. T. 

No. XVIII . 

.lean Baptiste Gervais' Aifida·vit. 

Cr-: jour d'"!lUi, Ie neuviemc d'Aout de ran mil huit cent seize, 

au Fort 'William, dans Ie district de Kaministiguia, devant moi, 
William M'Gillivray, un des Juges de Paix de sa Majeste pour 
les Territoire8 Sauvages, comparut personellement Jean Bap
tiste Gervais, de Sorel, un des engages au service de la Corn. 
pagnie de Nord-Ouest, qui, aprcs avoir pretf serment sur lee 
Saints Evangiles, Mpose, qu'il a hivcmc allX Fourches de la 

Riviere Rouge avec Ie Sieur Duncan Cameron, et qu'au mois 
d'Octobre demier, ne se rappellant pas exactement du jour du 
mois, mais que ce fut un Dimanche, une band~ arml'e de Co
lonistes de la Riviere Rouge, et de gens engages au service de 
la Compagnie de la Baie d'Hudson, ayant Ie nomm~ John 
DOllrk et :\1 'Lean a leur tete, entrerent de force dans Ie Fort de Ia 
Compagnie du Nord-Ouest. et que lui et tous les Canadiens au 
r ort furc'nt fitits prisonniers; qu'iI ne se resouvient pas exacte
ment du nombre des assailans, mais qu'ils ~toient plus de douze; 
et arm~s de fusils, et de bayon ettes ; qu'en entrant dans Ie Fort, 
iis emmeneren t avec cux Ie Sieur Seraphim La .:\lar, qui avail 
(llj:l. He fait prisonnicr d'avance ; et que Ie Deposant fut instruit 
que les ~ieurs Dunc" ..... f.'ameron et Charlef: H""se, en faisant 
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nn tonr a cheval dans les prames, avoient ~t~ faits prisonnitirlii 
de meme, par Ie dit John Bourk, M'Lean, et. autres de Ia 
Colonie, et conduits dans Ie Fort de la Baye d'Hudson, dont 
Ie nomme Colin Robertson fut Ie chef; et qu'ils avoient amene 
avec eux Ie dit Seraphim La Marre, apres quilleur eut delivre les 
clefs des magazins; que Ie D:posant l_ui vit leur remettre; que 

Ia Bande proceda ensuitc au desarmement de to us les Canadiens 
qui avoient des fnsils, et qu'illes rassemblerenttoutes les armes, et 
de to ute description, qui se trou~oient dans les magazins et 
dans les maisons, et les emportcrent avec eux dans leur propre 
Fort; que Ie Deposant et tous les autres engages de la Com
pagnie du Nord-Ouest, furent imm~diatement apres ordonne. 
de preparer leurs Canots et de partir incessament, soit pour 
l'embouchure de la Riviere Ouinipique, ou pour la Riviere 
Blanche; que dans la soiree du meme jour, Ie Sieur Duncan 

Cameron fut conduit prisonnier dans son propre Fort, et enfer
me dans sa chambre avec une sentinelle devant S:l porte. Le 
Deposant sus dit depose ensuite que dans Ie mois de Mars der
nier, ne se rappellant pas exactement du quantieme, mais que 
ce fut un Dimanche au soir, nne forte bande des Colonistes de 
Lord Selkirk, et des engag(s de la Compagnie de In Eaie d' 
Hudson. armes de fusils, et de bayonettes, ayant Colin Rob
ertson, John Bourk, et M'Lean a leur tete, entr~rent dans Ie Fort 
de la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest pal' In petite porte, et prirent 
prisonniers Ie Sieur Camerf,n et tous les gens du Fort; qu'en

suite iIs s'emparcrent de toutes les marchandises, pelleteries, ct 
provisions qui se trouvoient aux magazins, et en gardirent posses
sion; que peu apres, tous les engages au service de la Com
pagnie du Nord-Ouest furent oblig/s de quitter Ie Fort, a l'ex
ception du Dcposant, qui, avec un autre homme, demeur
oicnt avec Ie Sieur Cameron qui fut detenu prisonnier: et que 
Ie ]){posant resta avec lui jusqu'au moment ou Ie Sieur Came
ron fut transportc a In Baie d'H udson; que depuis il resta 
avec Custain Bellange, homme Iibre, qlli demeuroit tout proche 
llu Fort: qu'il vit les paquets de pelleteries appartenants a Ia 
Compagnie du Nord-Ouest, et qui avoient etc pris dans leur 
Fort, etre cmbarques dans des canots, ~ppartenants pareilIement 
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a la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest, et partir pour la Baie d'Hu~ 
son; que Ie nombre des paquets ftoit environ de quarante, et 
qu'il y avo~t q~atre canots, dont l'\:ln etant carre fut laisse en 
arriere; qu'au mOl.:; de Juin dernier, il vit Ie Gouverneur Sem
ple et sa troupe, aller A la poursuite des Mctifs, qui avoient 
passe Ie Fort sans qu'il s'en fut apper~u, er n'en fut infonne 
que lorsqu'il vit des Colonistes se mettre en marche, quand 
quelques uns des hommcs libres lui dirent, " Nos gens sont 
passes, les Anglois oat donne apres." Qu'il vit les Colonistea 
et les gens de la I3aie d'Hudson, ayant John Bourk pour ccm~ 
mandant, r~',;t:r Ie Fort de Ia Compagnie du Nord-Ouest, em
porter tout Ie bon bois, et Ie faire descendre en Cage dans la 
Ril'i'rc, ct qu'apres, Ie feu fut mis aux debris. 

(Copie. ) 

Sworn befllrc me, at FOl't ,\ViI
liam, Indian Territory; this 
Tenth day of August, One 
Thousand Ei;ht Hundred 
and Sixteen, 

(Signed) '\\' M. l'-I'GILLI \'RAY) 

J. P. 1. T. 

No. XIX. 

Second Affidavit of John Siveriglzt, 

JOHN SIVERIGHT, late of the Red River, in the Interior or 
North- \y c~t Territory, Gentleman, deposetll and saith, That he 
is a C :erk in the service of the N orth-,\V cst Company; that on 
the ninth day of June last, the Deponent was at a place called 
l'ortage <.1" la Prairie, on Red River aforHaid, and remained 
there until the twentieth d~y of June; that on the eighteenth 
.Yay of the said month of June, Alexander M'DoneIl, one of 
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~ile ,futners of the said North-West Company, sent a party of 
about fifty men from the said Portage de la Prairie, with orw 
ders to proceed to a place about twelve miles below the Forklil 
.of the said ~ed River, and there to wait the arrival of the can
oes and people of the North-West Company, who were expect
ed uOln the North, and from Fort WilHam; tHat the said Alex
ander M'Donell gave orders to the said party~ in the presence 
of this Deponent, not to go near the Establishment or Colony 
of the Hudson's Bay Company, near the Forks of the said Red 
River, nor on any account to molest any of the Settlers; they 
were only to see if the communication of the river was free, and 
as soon as!he canoes or people of the North-\Vest Company 
should arrive from below, they were to send up notice; that ' 
the said party, had fifteen bags of pemican with them, for their 
"Wll provision, and to supply the people of the N orth-'Y est 
Company expected from below. 

~ (Signed) JOHN SIVERIGHT~ 

~worn at Montreal, the 13th Sep
tember, 1816, before me, 

(Signed) Fs. ROLLANU, 
J. P. 

No. XX. 

Deposition Q[ Lieutenants Charles Brumby, and 
John 11leodore Misani. 

District cif ft'lontreal. 

CH.'\RLF.S BRu:\my, Lieutenant in His Majesty's Regiment 
de MCllron, and John Theodore Misani, also Lieutenant in the 
same regiment, respectively depose and say, That in the begin
ning of May last, they left Montreal, in company with Messrs. 
Alex. M'Kenzie, Archibald N. M'Lcod, and Robert Henry, on 
:l journey to the Indian Territories in North America; that be
ing 3rril'ed at the & .. ,tancc of about fifty miles from the Forks 
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~f the Red River, in the Indian Territories, on the twenty-third 
of June last, in the morning, they met a number of persons'" 
coming from that place, among whom were several of the Col
onists of the Settlement of Lord Selkirk, who informed them 
tha~ a battle had. been fought between the Colonists and the 
half-bred Indians, at the distance of a mile and a half below the 
Fort or place of residence of Robert Semple, Esquire, Agent 
of the Hudson's Bay Company (called by them, Governor 
Semple) at the Forks of the H.'ed River, and they understood 
t\Jis battle was fought on the nineteenth of the said month; that 
the Deponents proceeded till they reached the place where 
they understood that the said Robert Semple had a Post or 
Establishment, and there saw a number of Indians (called half 
breeds) and other Indians assembled there; that the Deponents 
remained there but a few hours, and rc-turned to Rh,icre IfUX 

Jforts, situated at the distance of about fifty-four miles from 
the said Forks of the Hed River, on their way back to Fort 
'William; tilat on their arrival at Rh'icre aux Morts, they 
saw John l\1'Donald, who was arriving from his winter

ing grounds, and also Simon Fraser, who arrivcd in canoes; 
that these two persons could not have been ceming from Red 
RivL'r, as these Deponents must have met them coming down 
the river on their way to Red River, if they had come by wa
ter from that quarter; and that the said John M'Donald gave 
these Deponents directions to take some of his provisions, on 
their return to Fort 'William, at a place which he pointed out to 

them; that they also met at the same place, John M'Laughlin, 
whom they had left at Fort \VilIiam when they passed it ; that 

they met John l'l'Gillivray in Lake "\Vinipic on the twenty-sev
enth day of the said month, as they were going to Fort William, 

c'YlIing as it appeared to these Deponents, and as he informed 
them, from his wintering quarters; that the several persons a
bove named, appeared to the Deponents to be (·ntirely ignorant 
of v:hat had taken place at the Forks of the Red River on the 

nineteenth of the said month of June; and these Deponents ve
rily belie\'e, that they were not, and could not have been at that 
pla~(! at th2 time; that these Deponents were informed that tke 
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persons concerned in the North-West Trade, generally received 
their provisions at a place called Le bas de la Riviere, that is~ 
the entry of the River 'Vinipic, and that the reason of several 
of them going up the river as far as the Riviere aUI 111orts, was 
their disappointment in n8t receiving their provisions at the usu
al place; that when these Deponents left Montreal, on the first 
or second of May last, they saw Mr. \Villiam M:Gillivray at 
that place. and they found him at Fort William on their return 
from the Red River, where they arrived on the tenth of July 
last; that on the thirteenth day of August, the Deponents be

ing at Fort William, saw two of the boats that had come the 
< preceding day with a party of men under the Earl of Selkirk; 

that these two boats were full of soldiers; that Captain D'Or
sonnens was in the first boat, and Lieutenant Fauche in the 

the secon.d; that on their landing near the gate of the Fort, a. 
person of the name of M'Nabb, and another person of the name 
of Allen, both of whom had come in the said boats, approach

ed the gate of the said Fort with Captain D'Orsonnens, who 
was armed with a sword and pistol, and there spoke to several 
of the Pal'tners of the North-West Company, who stood at the 
gate; that some words passed between them, and these Depo
nents heard some of the North-West Company (as they verily 
believe) say, "Y cs, but w~ cannot admit so many people in 
the Fort at once." That one half of the gate was then shut 
partly. That immediately on uttering the above-me!1tioned 
words, Captain D'Orsonnens called to the men in the boats, 
" en avant, aUI armes, vites!" upon which the men in the boats 
jumped out, and, with musquets and fixed bayonets, rushed in
to the Fort, a bugle at the same time sounding tlle advance; 
that a number of the men (voyageurs) in the service of 

tile North-\Vest Company, who stood near the gate, ran to
wards their encampment; that these Deponents observed sev
eral of the soldiers dragging Mr. John l\1'Donald towards the 
boats, ,swearing at him, and using violence, and ~eard him cry 
out, "Don't murticr me." That these Deponents entered the 
Fort, where they saw Mr. Allen, and asked him the cause of 
such proceedings, who answered. that all woulu be soon ex-
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wlJuld answer for the consequences, or w~rds to that effect. 
that a few minutes afterwards, Captain Matthey arrived with a 
reinforcement of soldiers, which the Deponents conceived to 
have been called for by the sound of the bugle; that there were 

two pieces of cannon in the Fort, which the soldiers planted in 
the square, and pointed at the gate, and this armed party was 
immediately in possession of the Fort, as no resistance whatever 
\vas offered to them; that the Deponents did not sec any of the 
persons in the Fort armed at the time it ,;as so taken possession 
of by the said urmed party; that on the same day, the Partners 
of the North-West Company 'rho were in the Fort, nine in 
number, were arrested, and the Deponents saw several of them' 
conducted as prisoners out of the Fort with a guard, and they 
returned about eight 0 "clock in the evening, and the next day 

~h8y were put in close connnemel1t, with sentries over them; 
that in the evening of the thirteenth the troops were marched 
out of the Fort, after having been assembled in the square by 
the sound of t:le bugle, with the exception of twenty men UD

der the command of Lieutenant de Graffenreid, who remained 
ill the Fort as' a guard for the night; that sentries were posted 
}') several places, and the place had the appearance of a mil ita .. 
l'y post; that the next morning Captain Matthey returned to' 

• :18 Fort with a number of armed soldiers, and told Mr. William 
:\I'Gillivr:1Y on his arrival, that ilt:: had brought a reinforcement, 
.tS they understood that tLe Gentlemen who had been arrested 
'-h~ preceding day, instead of confining themselves to their own 

rooms, h~d been going about, and that arms had heen prepar
i"g, or words to that effect; that a short time after, the Earl 
of Selkirk made his entrance into the Fort, accompanied by his 
body-guard, and from that moment the Earl of Selkirk appear
ell to take the command; and some days after, lIe tuok his 

quarters in a house formerly occupied by the Gentlemen of the 
); vrth- V\~ est Compau)'; and some of his people were also quar

tl'red in other apartnlen~s and buildings within the rort; that 

,ile Depom::nts also understood, that on t:le following days, the 

Books and papers of the N orth-West Company had been seiz-
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ed searched, and saw, at one time, Mr. Allen, Mr. lVI'Nabb, 

Mr. M'Phcrson, an? Captain D'Orsonnens, searching fur pa
,pers, and sealing up trunks in different rOf>ms; the Depouents 
also saw some of the soldiers employed in making gun-carriages 
in the work-shop formerly used by the Carpenters and men of 
the North-West Co~pany; that on the' twenty-second !lay of 

the same month of August, a canoe arrived _ from Montreal 
with Despatches for the N orth-\v ~st Company; that the pa
pers or Despatches the men brought w~re· taken from them, anti 

the canoe searched; that some of the things in it were placed 
in charge of a soldier of the thirty-seventh llcgiment, one of 
the body-guard of the said Earl of Selkirk; that it appeared to 
these Deponents, that from the time of the taking of the Fort as 
above mentioned, until the time the Deponents left it, th,; trade 

and business of the ~ orth-'Vest Company was entirely stopped; 
that the Deponents understood the North-'West Company were 
not allowed to send any Goods or Furs out of the Fort nOl' 
could they employ the men in their service, some of WhOl:l were 
de~tined to go into the interior of the country with goods and 

ammunition for the Natives, and to supply their different trad

ing posts; others to go down to Montreal with Furs, and oth~r 

articles for exportation, as the Deponents understood. 

Sworn at Montreal, the 

16th of Sept. 1816. 

CHARLES BRU:\IBY, Lieut. 
THEODORE ::\IISA~I, Lieut. 

No. XXI. 

Robert M'Robb's AjJiticl'l'it. 

District of l11ontreal. 

RODERT l'l'ROBB, of Montreal, in the said district, Gen~ 

tleman, being duly sworn, dcposeth and saith, That he is a 

Clerk in the employ of the North-,"Vest Company, and ~'as at 
H 

I 
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l~ort \\ril1ianl, in the Indial1 Territories in Korth America, all 
the mon'th of August last, and up to the third day of the present 
month; that on the twelfth day of last month the Earl of ScI .. 
kirk, with an armed party, passed the Fort, and encamped at 
the distance of about half a mile above the Fort, on the oppo
sit~ side of the river; that the next day this Deponent saw the 
men composing the above party, cleaning and preparing their 
muskets, .1llJ landing pieces of artillery from th~ir boats; that 

the same day, thirteenth. in the afternoon, this Deponent was 
at the gate of the Fort, when two boats arrived near the Fort, 
full of armed soldiers; that a person called Dr. Allen, John 
M'Nabb, Donald M'Pherson, and Capt. P. D. D'Orsonnen~ 

and Lieut. Gaspard Adolph l:::mclle, these two lauer formerly 
Officers in the De Meuron Regiment, and several other per

sons, came up to the gate of the Fort, and were about entering 
it, when ~Ir. John l\1'Donald, a Partner of the North-West 
Company, who stood there at the time, told these persons, that 
they could not enter so many people at one time, without shew
ing their authority; that upon this, one of the abOye-;lamed 
Officel S c111ed to the soldiers in the boats, "aux armes I" that 
the bugle sounded, and the men rushed in the Fort with fixed bay
Oii(ts; that this Deponent observed the above-named Captain 
D'Orl'Onneps had a sword or sabre at his side, and pistols about 
him, nnd that th..! said Lieut. Fauche had a gun or fusil in his 
hand at the time they so forcibly entered the Fort with this arm
ed party; that presently after, when in the Fort, this Deponent 
:"[W Capt. D'Orsonnens and several others of the soldiers ab',mt 

;\Ir. John :\f'Donald: Capt. D'OIsonnens had hold of him by 
;;IC collar, one of the soldiers held a pistol to his head; Capt. 
J)"Orsonncns ordered him to be dragged out of the Fort; that 

this Deponent then heard the said John M'Donald say, that he 
would not go unless they produced their authority; that this 

armcd party was distributed in the Fort, and took possession of 

evcry thing in it belonging to the North-West Company, and 
from that moment, the Fort ,,'as completely in the power of the 
Earl of Selkirk and his anned force, and was still so when this 

Deponent left the place, on the third day of September instant; 
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that the Gentlemen Partners in the Company, being arresteJ, 
the Clerks were not allowed to communicate with them, and the 
businGss of the Company was entirely at a stand; the canoes 
had been ordered into the Fort, and no goods for the interior, 
nor Furs and other articles of trade were allowed to be takel'l 
Qut of the Fort; that on the second of this month, this Depo
nent understood that Mr. M'Tavish, one of the Clerks of the 
Company, was called upon by the Earl of Selkirk fOT the pur
pose of letting him see the provision-store; that:\ r r. Landreaux, 

another Clerk of the Company, was sent with his Lordship, 
with the keys of the store, and opened the doors, and that when 
his Lordship had entered the store, he told Mr. Landt·eaux he 
~ou}d keep the keys, and took them from him, saying that ap
plication must be \Dade for provisions to Capt. Matthey; and 
that he had before told Mr. M'Tavish, that aU the property was 

dis trained ; that when this Deponent left the Fprt the next day, , 
he understood that the keys of the provision-store were still in 
the possession of th(! Earl of Selkirk; that this Deponent has 
also a knowledge, that some days before, the Eall of Selkirk 
had given orders that a number of the men (engages voyageurs) 

in the service of the N orth-West CQmpany, should conduct his 
canoes in the interior, and heard his Lordship tell Mr. l1!' Tavish, 
tlzat he must not dissuade the men, and that if he did, it would be 
at his peril; and that he was i'!formed hy the men, t!lat they wer~ 
commanded in the name rif Government; aud this Deponent 
bath hereunto signed his name. 

(Signed) 

Sworn at Montreal, the 21st 
Sept. 1816, before me, 

( Signed) ROD. M'KENZIE, 

ROBER T l\'l'ROEB. 

J. P. and Ci ~'il Magistrate for Indian Territories. 
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r~o. XXII. 

Robert Co'wie's A.iJidm:it. 

ROBERT COl-VIE, now at 1\1ontr?al, Gentleman, duly S"Orl1. 

d"po-::cth arId saith, That he is a Clerk to the North-'West 
Cc"P,I,lY : th"t last i'prin,~ he wellt up to FQrt "-illiam with 
the HonourJ.lJ!c "'illiam ;\~ 'Gil1ivray, and his other employers i 
that he was ;tt Fort \Yilljam cn the thil"teenth day of August, 
v'!lcn f Lc !:arl ot Selkirk, ~ssisted with a large force of soldiers 
and a!'.~l!d llh':1, by forc~ and violence took the said \Villiam 
l\h ~illi,,'r3y ~m~ oll:er L~rlnen of the North-\Vest Company 
prisoners, and aft::r, pOc.:'il's::,jon of the said Fort and Establish

ment there; th"t the 'u:d \\illiam l\l'Gillivray and other Part~ 
ners were sent off prisoners ulHkr a nlilitary escort; that this 
Dt ponent and some other Clerks, and about two hundred men~ 
t'lTv,mts :;tId eng~ges of the Korth· \'-est Company, remained at 
Fort \ViEiam, seventy of whom were engaged to go into the in· 

terior; that soon ~ftLT the said \rilliam M'Gillivray and his 
Partners had been so sent off, the said Earl of Sellilk and hii 
servallts were using every endeavour to ucbum;h the men of the 

K orth- West Company, and get them illto his service; that on 

the twenty-ninth day of August ~he sai,d Earl of Selkirk brought 
, some goods I)f his into the Stores of the North-\V est Company 
at Fort \\Tilliam; that this Deponent, and three other Clerks, 
advised the said men of the said North-West Company, not to 

break their solemn engagements with the N orth-'V cst Company, 
or suff8r themselves to be debauched, as was attempted; that a$ 

soon as this came to the knowledge of the said Earl Selk~rkJ 
he ordered u subpa::na to be served upon this Deponent and the 
other three Clerks, to appear at York, in Upper Canada, to give 

evidence on a certain accusation against "the Honourable 

\\'ilJiam !\,!'Gillivray, for conspiracy;" that the said subprena 
was served upon this Dcpone~t and the other Clerks on the se· 
cond day of September instant, and this Deponent and the otheri 
were ordered to leave Fort 'Villiam in half an hour for Y ork ~ 
that they left For~ \\'illiam in the course of the next day. 
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That the said Earl of Selkirk never examined this Deponent, 

~r enquire.d of him if he knew of any fact or eircumitance res:
peeting any charge whatever against Mr. William M'Gillivray 
or otherwise; .and the fact is, that this Deponent does not know 
auy fact or circumstance relative to the matter ~or which he 
was subprenaed by the said Earl of Selkirk; and this Deponent 
verily believes, that the said Earl of Selkirk made use of his 
office of Justice, to send him, this Deponent, and three other 
Clerks of the NQrth-West Company away from Fort \Villiam, 
because they had' advised the men nc>t to depart from their en
gagements, or suffer themselves to be debauched from their 
bounden duty; that the day before this Deponent left Fort 
William, he, the said Earl of Selkirk, had taken possession of 
the keys of all the provisions of the North-West Company in 
the said Fort, and had given orders that none were to be taken 
out but by the order, or through the medium of Captain :.\latthey, 
late of the De Meuron Regiment; and this Drponent verily 
believes, that this act of violence on the part of the said Earl 

of Selkirk, was done, the more effectually to get all the men of 
the North-Wes~ Company at fort William aforesaid into his 
power and service, in order to assist him in his ulterior proceeding. 

(Signed) 

Sworn at Montreal~ the 21st, 

day of September, 1816, 
before me, 

(Signed) ROD. l\l'KENzIE, 

I. P. and Civl l\Ia~istrate for Inuian Terr:tl)rits. 

ROBERT CO'VIE. 
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No. XXIII. 

To the Right I-lonarable Earl Bathurst, His 
Mqjesty's Principal Secretary Q[ State for War 

and Colonies. 

The Mem01"ial and Petition qf ]1,1' Tavish, Fraser, and Co. 
and Inglis, Ellice, and Co. if London, Merchants, on their 

own behalf, and on behalf if other Persons interested in the 

North-1Vest Company of Fur Traders if Canada; 

Hu~IBLY SIIEWETII, 

TUA T the events of the Jate Campaign in Upper Canada, 
have entir.:ly cut off all communication btt".-e~n the Lower Pro
vinc~s and the Establishments of the N orth-'Vest Company in 
the Interit r of the Continent; and the Americans having ob
tained the tempor:!ry ascenuancy on Lake Erie and Lake Huron l 

it will be impracticable to send up supplies of goods for the 
Trade, or the necessary subsistence for the persons conducting 
it, by the usual route from l'.:Iontreal to Lake Superior. 

That your Memordists have now actually employed in their 
Service nearly two thousand persons, including Partners and 
Clerks, who are dispersed over the immense countries between 
Lake Superior and the Pacific Ocean, and engaged in the Fur 
Trade, with the different Indian Nations who inhabit these ex
tensi ve regions: that your l\ T emorialists have hitherto respected 
the supposed rights of the Hudson's Bay Company, by not open
ing through the Territories which they claim as their property 

under their Charter, the more direct and expeditious communi
cation from Lake '\'inipic to Hudson's Bay, but have been con
tented for a long sf'ries of years to conduct their Trade through 

the Pro\' ince of Canada, to their serious inconvcnie:nce and 

d!S~llh'antage" The route from Lake 'Vipipic to l\'~ ontreal, ex .. 
cecdin;..!,' in di"Lll1cC 2500 miles, and requiring a period of 80 
days to effect it, t11at to Hudson\ Bay being only 500 miles, and 
afr'orliin:; in c\'(~ry respect greater facil;li';;.'s. 
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.Th.at the route through Hudson's nay to the Trading Fost. 

of your Memorialists in the interior, is now the only one through 
which they can establish a commWlication, and bring out their 
returns of the last year's trade; and the) humbly beg leave to 
represent to your Lordship, that unless shey shall be authorized 
by His Majesty's Government to transmit, through this route, 
the provisions for the subsistence of their people, and the sup
plies necessary for their trade, it must be entirely sacrificed 
during the war. 

o Although your Memorialists are advised, and have ever con

tended, that the rights of the Hudson's Bay Company are only 
nominal, and that those conferred by their Charter, supposing it 
to be legal, have become void, by their non-compliance with the 
terms required in it, still your Memorialists have hitherto been 
averse to cnter into any discussions on the subject, further than 
to attempt a treaty with the Company to define their boundaries 

in the int.erior, found.ed on the rights of each party to the bene
fits of their own discoveries, but which was defeated by the 

claim set up by the Hudson's Bay Company, to the whole terri
tory through which the different waters flowing into the Bay 

, 7 

passed in their course, and by the recent Grant in Fee Simple 
to the Earl of Selkirk, of a larg>.! tract of land in the interior 

for the purposes of colonization. 
Your Memorialists have hitherto desisted from troubling Hi,; 

Majesty's Government on the subject of the Claims of the Hud
son's Bay Corllpany, being aware of the interpretations which 
would be put on such an interference, from the jealousy which 
may naturally be supposed, and actually does exi:;t bdwcen tWI) 
Trading Companies in rivalship with each other; but as there 
now anpears an indispensible necessity that your Memorialists 

t . 
should be permitted to carryon their Trade througLt iV; natural 
channel, they beg leave to submit to the consideration of your 
Lordship, the necessity of some investigation into the rights of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, in order that they may be flefined 
and ascertained. The Charter of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
if valid in all the privileges it is supposed to confer, would in

deed be a singular monopoly in the annals of any country: in 
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";Irtue of it, the Company claim a perpetual rjg~t to the exciusive 
Trade, Navigation, and Fisheries in the Bay, and the absolute 
prope'rty, to be disposed of by deed, under their Seal, of all the 
Countries, bordering upon Hudson's Bay, and upon all the 
Rivers and Lakes communicating with it from the interior. 

The conditions of thi~ Grant by the Charter are, that they 
should colonize and settle the Bay, carryon the Fisheries, and 
make discoveries in the interior; instead of which, previous to 
the discoveries of your Memorlalists, they contented themselves 

with trading such Furs as the Natives brought down to their 
settlements in the Bay, and have o:otly attempted a communica
~ion with the interior, as the enterprise of your Memorialisb 
made fresh discoveries, and the Servants of the Company tra
cing their r~1Utc, have formed establishments after them. They 
ha~c neither colonized the Territory of the Bay, nor carried on 
the Fisheries to any extent. 

T;l~ C.lpital of t:lis Conp:lny is undefined by their Charter, 
hut your ;\Iemo:"ialists b2lieve it amounts to about 100,000l. 
Stock, which Sto:::k has flnctuated, during the last twenty years, 
from 230 a 50 per cent., and during the last seven years the Di
r~ctor3 have n2ith2r declared or m'lde any dividend, or laid any 
st:ltemc/1L of t~leir aff..lirs before th::ir Proprietors; so that th~ 
value of the Stock must be now very trifling; and your Memo

rialists are informed, that the Grant to the Earl of Selkirk was 
made aftci th~ Earl had by h:mself or his connections. by pur ... 
c]USL'S Oi' St()C;~, obtainL'J a preponderating infiuence in the di
rection. The Directors claim also a right from their Charter, 
when their Stock is insufficient for the purposes of their trade, 
t:J borrow loans by bond under their Seal, which under their 
prl:s:.?ilt circumstances, may become highly prejudicial to suc h 
Ill' His =Vlaje;;ty's subjects as might be tempted to advance money 
t:nder the supposed authority of the Charter. 

The predecessors of your .;'.femorialists, who carried on the 
Fur Trade from Canada to the Countries \Y cst of Lake Superior 
mUllc their first establishments on that Lake succeeding those of 
the l'rcnch Traders in the year 1761, the year after the con
(lliest of Canad:1 by His Majesty's arms, and gradually, as inde-
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pendeJit Traders, penetrated further into the interior, in every 
i~8tance preceding the establishments of the Hudson's Bay 

~ompany, till the year 1779, when the different Traders, for 
their common safety in a country where they had no protection 
fl:om their Government, entered into agreements, and united \ 
the Tnde under the title of the N o1'th-\Vest Company of Cam· 
da, and which ha3 been continued by different coalitions of con
tending parties till the present time. The North- \Vest COin
pany has now extended its establishments to the shores of the 
Pacific; and have recently sent 1',vo vessels tound Cape Horn, to 
conned those with the Trade to China, a trade hitherto carried 
on with avidity by the ArrieriCans. The Hudson's Bay Compa

ny have slowly followed theil' movements in the interiur, bue 
without the ability to profit by the Trade. 

The Capital which your i\I~morialists employ in this TrJ.de, 
is much more extensive than t11'at of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany: their returns have, ever since their establishment, four 

times exceeded those of th::tt Company, and they have equally 
been obtained in barter for British ;.\lanuractures. 

The North-\Vest Company and the other British Traders in 
Canada, have been the great means of cementing our connec-

/ tions with the Indian Nations of the Continent, who arc anll 
have always been particularly attached to them. Under l!J .. :~,O 

circumstances, and the peculiar situation in which the War has 
placed them', your. Memorialists have it ill contemplation to send 
an Expedition from Quebec to HuJson's nay, with the requisite 
supplies for. their Traders in the. inkrior, and they have applied 

to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, for protection to 

t.heir ships, while in the Bay. 
Yom Memorialists have found themselves compelled by the 

unexpected events of the \Var, to suumit their case to the con

sideration of your Lordship, and humbly hope for the protedion 

of His Majesty'~' Gov~rnment, in tlH?~l' Cndt':Lmurs to retain this 

valuable Trade to the Country; and t!ley respectfully pray, 
.hould it be inconvenient to your Lord"hip ~o take these circum~ 
~tances into your immediate consideration, that you will be plea
led, in the mean time, to recommend to the Lords Commjs~ 

I 
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~):oncrs of the Admiralty, to grant the Convoy requestl:u, and ta 
gi\'c instructions to the Captain of the Ship of \Yar which may 

be ordered on this service, to protect the property of your 

}\f emorialists against any ~tttC:1Jrts on the part of the armed 

\'~'!::~els of the Hdd . .,,)ll\; ray Company, or others, to capture or 

detain it as a prize, or to 01\"lruct their prcceedings, under the 

allcgctl plea of ilifrillging tJIl' Law, by a breach of the supposed 

\:hartered Rights of the Hud80n's Bay Company. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, 

&c. &c. &c. 

London, Feoruar.1J, 1814. 

No. XXIV. 

London, 18th. Marek, 1815. 

Henry Goulburn, Esq. 

SIR, 

\Ye have had the honour to reCeive your Letter of the 2d 
instant, au dressed to the N orth-West Company, with the enclo

sed copies of a correspondence between Lord Selkirk and the 

Governor and Committe.e of the Hudson's Bl1y Company, and 
also the Statement of the Governor and Committee, relative to 
t~H:ir grant of Lands to his Lordship: on the A%ir:.ii,)iil~·, River 
in l~orth America. 

As AgL'!lt:> in this Country for the :~orth-Wcst Company of 
!\Iontr2:t1, we lo~e not a moment in reqm·[.tinf, you will assure 

Lod ~;athur:3t, that the mocivl.'s imputed tl1 them by l.ord ~dkjrk, 
~r2 utt~rly unfounded; and we are p€rSUad~l'- also, the mer"bers 

of thA Co:,'pmy stationed in the interior of the North Am~ri-,. 
C,1.>1 C~) ltinent, reel too much for the miseries, already inflicted 

lIron th.;;ir unfortunate countrymen, the victims of his Lord
::hip's \-;~j'\nLHy spEculations, to add by any action of theil~, to 

the risk which those ut:luded ~mjgrants undoubtedly rUI( from 
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~he disputes which must arise between them and the Indians, 
,and a jealously the'different Tribes have always ..entertained of 
,any agricultural encroachments on their hunting grounds in the 
interior. 

Lord Selkirk mistates in his Letter, we are persuaded un-in
tentionally, any e~pressions which may have fallen from us on 
the first publication of his sdiemes. We have at all times ex
pressed our fears of the fate which he now seems to dread may 
await this Colony, and have not ceased to represent to him, and 
to the Hudson's Bay Company, both the impolicyand danger 
Qf attempting any settlement of tHis nature so remote from 
legal restraint, and adequate protection from the hostilities of 
~he Indians; and we have always expressed it as Oui" decided 
~pinion, that it would not only be productive ~f ruin and dan
ger to the Settlers, but to the valuable trade carriul on by both 
parties: our experience of the effects of this intended settle
ment has not tended to remove, but on the contrary, to enforce 
~hese impressions; and the present application from his Lordshii), 
but t00 strQngly confirms the correctness of them. The con
duct of ~he North-West Comp,any's Traders, in supplying tlll~ 

Colonists, who must otherwise have starved during the winter of 
1813, should have .protected them from the accusations now 
brought again~t them, especially when grounded upon such 
authority as "a Letterfrom a Gentleman who had received in
te formationfrom a C§lnadian, relative to the intrigues which 
c, were going on with the Indians." His Lordship gives the 
Traders some credit for attention to their interest, and he must 
surely be aware, that the Indian hatchet one::> raised, will not 
discriminate I>etween a Settler and a Trader: their interests are 
firmly connected in this respect, and we only trust they may be 
enabled by their united endeavours to conciliate the Natives, 
and to· ward off the danger with which his Lordship's indiscre .. 
tion has threatened them. 

vVe do nQt deny that this Colony is looked upon by the Cana
dian Traders generally as detrimental to their interests, from 
the reasons we have stated; and Lord Selkirk's connection with 
~he Hudson's ]Jay Company (their rivals in this Trade, already 
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invoh-efl in ruin, and arparently from the mca~urc<; they arc !lCl,! 

taking, having solely in vie,,- the destruction also of the Canadian 
Trade), has not the effect of reconciling what he supposes thei~ 
prejudices, as to his views and operations; and we are equally 
::nvare ,rith his L(I!"LI~hip, of all the difficulties which arise from 

the conflicting jealonsies of parties HJ far ~emote from the con
troul of justice. These je3.1011sies existed previous to his Lord
ship's present undertaking, and to obviate them as far as practi

cable, His Majesty's Government proposed at om' suggestion 
to the Legislature, the Act or the 4·3d of the King, under ~hich 
1>cveral .J llsticcs of Peace have been appointed, and w~ hope 

,,-ill be enabled to suppress, by apprehemion and conviction of 
the Offenders in the Courts of Lower Canada, all acts of aggres
sion on either side. In addition to this, we beg you will assure 

I,ora Bathurst, that every advice and exertion in our power will 
be made use of to tIle same effect, ami we will transmit copies 
of your communications to us on this subject to Canada by the 
larlicst opportunity. 

It becomes, however, distinctly neceEsary, that a similar con
duct should be all opted on the part. of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany, and but little proof of that disposition is to be found in 

the Procla~ation of Mr. Miles l\I'Donell, a person styling him

self, by Lord Selkirk's authority, "Governor of Ossiniboia'*,'~ 

and who is really his Lordship's accredited Agent. A copy of 
this Proclamation is enclosed for Lord Bathurst's information; 

and we can only add, that the authority assumed in it, has been 
exercised in all its parts against the North-West Traders, who, 

in consequence of strict injunctions to that effect, have submit~ 

tcd to it without res;stance. 

Although we have hitherto abstained from troubling His Ma

jC:;:J:y's Government on Ihis subject, still we are too happy in the 

opportunity which your Letter, and the accompanying statement 

from the Hudson':. Bay Company affords us, of bying before 

Lord ilarhurst some information as to the origin and progress of 

.,. A \';'ord apparc:lll.y ('lJine.1 from the llam~ cf the Assiniboin, or Stone III
l!ic1l,', Vl"PO inhabit ';Ie cOlllltry on the we~tern branch of the Red Rirl!r. 
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the connection between Lord Selkirk and that Company; Qi.(; 

~ake the liberty therefore of annexing to this Letter a Statement 
~f Facts relative t,] the Coiony; and as His Majesty's Govern
ment has called upon the N orth-West Company for a refytation 
~f the' accusatio~s made against them by Lord Selkirk, we 
hope, as their Agents, we may be excused, if on their behalf 

we respectfully request to be informed, whether this authority 
assumed by Lord Selkirk and' his Governor :\lr. M'Donell, is at 
all recognized by "His Majesty's Government; and jf so, whe

ther 10 the extent of the powers supposed to be vested in the 
Hudson's Bay Company by their obsolete Charter, and said to 
be transfer-red to his Lordship, with the grant of territory made . 
to him?' , 

We now consider both the Grant and the Authority illegal, 
find we shall be happy if, in the Statement submitted to you for 
tlJ,e ~Onsilh:ration of Lord Bathurst, sufficient information shall 
be fouad, to en:,:)le His Majesty's Government to come to an 
immediate dccislVn on this subject. 

We have only to add l'urther, th~t for the last century the 
Canadian Traders have carried on a far more considerable Trade, 
~nd for the last thirty years, a Trade of six tiwcs the extent, 
and consequently in the same proportion more beneficial to this 
countl"y, than the Hudson's Bay Company: they have explored 
and discovered all the countries between Lake Winipic and the 
Frozen Ocean, on one ~ide, ~l)d the Pacific on the other: they 
have now ~~tablisl~ments on the shores of both Oceans, and 

with the return of Peace, they have been 100kinB" to the exten
sion of their Trade. Their only obstacle seems to be this un
fortunate and impracticable scheme of colonizing an uninhabita
ble territory, w.hich will undoubtedly, sooner 01' later, throw the 
whole country into war and confusion, after a long period of 
tranquility and peace. We beg to be understooJ as imputing 
no improptl" motives, in all we have stated, to Lord Selkirk. 
pur conviction is, that his Lordship as sincerely, {lS singularly, 
believes in the probability of ultimate success, and all we can 

expect from His Majesty's Government is, that if they should 
Lce it fit to sanction and encourage hill Lordship's undertaking, 
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they will take adequate measures to proteet the Trade of Hip 

Majesty's Subjects against the consequences apprehended 

from it. 
i. I 

We have the Honour to be, 

SIR, 

Y pur most obedient Servants, 

M'TAVISH, FRASER, & CQ. 

INGLIS, ELLIC~J & Co~ 

No. XXV. 

(Copy.) 

London, 29th lYfay, 1815~ 

Henry Gculburl1, Esq. 

SIR, 

WITH reference to the important subject on which we had 
the honour to address you on the 18th March, we again find 

ourselves under the necessity of drawing the attentiou of His 
Majesty's Government to the extraordinary Proceedings of the 
Earl of Selkirk and the Hudson's Bay Company, and particu
larly to the assumption of power attempted by Resolutions pro
posed to, and adopted by the General Court of Proprietors of 
that Company, on the 19th instant, of which we understand a 
copy has been transmitted to Earl Bathurst. 

An apprehension of the dreadful consequences which can 
scarcely fail to attend the exercise of that power, induces us, as 
repres~ntjng in this country the different Canadian Merchants 
intere~ted in the Fur Trade from Montreal, to request you will 

lay before his Lordship the following Representation in their 
behalf. 

The territorial rights of the Hudson's Bay Company have 
"1.~"er been defined, and although they now ,.In!_ 
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dusive property, all lands watered by rivers which in their course 
fall into the Bay, the greater part of the Gountry which would 
be included in that description, was, previous to the partial oc .. 
cupancy, or even to the discovery ot it by their traders of 
servants, in the actual possession of the then French Colonistlf 
in Canada (some part as early as the year 1727), and subse
quently to the conquest of that country by Great Britain, haS 

" continued in possession of Canadian Traders who now occupy 
it, deriving their right uninterruptedly from their French pte
decessors by the formal cession of Canada in 1761. Four fifths 
of the whole trade.arising from what is called the North·West 
Country, (the boundaries of which may be defined by Lake 
Superior to the South and East, the Mississippi and Mississouri 
Rivers to the South, the Rocky Mountains to the West, and 
Hudson's Bay and the Frozen Ocean to the North and East, 
and all which country would be included in the claim of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, as now contended for by them) has 
been for nearly a whole century carried on by Canadian Sub
jects; and in all instances where the Hudson's Bay Company 
have extended their establishments beyond the coasts of the 
Bay, it has been By following the discoveries of the Canadians 
in the interior, and forming posts where the others have preceded 
them. The only posts to which they can claim the right of 
original possession, are their establishments on the sea shores 
of the B~; and these, if an investigation were to take place, 
it would be probably decided, are the only situations over which 
their exclusive privileges could be construed to extend. 

Supposing, however, that the Company acquired by their 
Charter exclusive territorial and commercial rights in all coun
tries which they claim to belong to them, and their definition of 
which is before stated; those rights and privileges must have 
long since virtually ceased by the disuse of that Charter, and 
by the non.fulfilment on the part of the Company of the terms 
on which it was originally granted; and the claims of Territorial 
Jurisdiction avowed in the Resolutions of the Court of Pwprie
tors would probably not now have be\!n brought fo~ward, had 

• 
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it not been for the circumstances already detailed in our Lette: 

of 18th :Jiarch. 
But since the Earl of Selkirk's interference in the affairs 0 

the Company, these dormant and obsolete rights have beel 

scrutinized with the greatest industry, in order, as it appears t( 
us, that an engine might be invented for the effectual oppressior 

and ruin of his Lordship's rivals in trade, and for the promotiOl 
of those schemes of monopoly and colonization, which, if suc, 

cess in them was not absolutely imprC;1cticable, could alonE 

prosper by the destruction of the, Canadian trade. , 

It is intended in pursuance of the Reso~utions, to appoinl 
Dependants of Lord Selkirk and the Hudson's Bay Company 

both Judges and Juries in causes between themselves and thei 
opponents. These J udge6 andJ uries so appoint,ed and selected 
arc to administer impartial justice in causes where their imme 
diate interests must be always in question, and where betweeJ 
the partic'3 there must necessarily exist a certain state of rival 
ship and animo.;ity. The Canadian Defendants in these suit 
h:lvC never hitherto acknowledged the jurisdiction of their op
ponents, and will not now feel more disposed, from the violencl 
(,If these measures, to respect its authority; The natural ~onse 
quence of attempting to enforce by the Sheriffs a verdict ob 
tainetl from such a Court, wil! be resistance by arms upon thl 
plea of self-defence; and each individual will conceive himsel 
entitled to defend his person and property against what he con 
siders incompetent and illegal authority. These disputes mus 
end in bloodshed, and' the scene will be in many instances fron 

c,ne to three thousand miles from the residence of the Chic 
Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, in a country wherl 
the strong must prevail against the weak, and where it woul( 
scarcely he practicable even to enforce the dUll execution 0 

~cknowlcdged law. 

The Hudson's Bay Comp:my, in making appointments unde. 
the present llesoJutions, appear also to have in view those per 
sons for carrying their objects into effect, who may do so wid 
the grea~.;~st rigour, and whose conduct and character may no 

chtilTe them to :i respect which the appointl'ncnt should create 
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if authority of so grave a nature could be legally exercised; 
probably it might be safe in the hands of such a respectable 
parson as Mr. Semple, nominated Governor in Chief of Rupert's 
Land, although he still must have in view the interests of his 
employers; but it scarcely could have been believed, that the 
Directers should appoint Mr Miles Mac Donell one of the Chief 
Governors and Judges, who has hitherto shown himself a most 
violent partizan in the country, and not over scntpulous in the 
means lie }H~S employed to promote the objects of his patron 
Lord Selkirk. The persons appointed Counsellors and Sheriffs 
are of a description perfectly unfit for those situations; possibly 
they may be able to read and write, but beyond those qualifica
tions, they can possess none fitting thEm for such trusts, or to 
have power su£h as the Resolutions of the Hudson's Bay Com .. 
pany would invest them with, over the lives and properties of 
their fellow subjects. 

From Lord Selkirk's acquisition of the majority of votes, the 
Hudson's Bay Company may be said to center in one individual. 
The Governor and Court are merely his agents, and the remain
ing Proprietors, bound by the sense of the majority, can make 
no 0ppOSltlOn. Without intending the slightest imputation on 
the Directors, they can have only the option of resignation, in 
the event of difference of opinion with his Lordship, and the 
re-election of their successors must depend solely upon his deci
sion. In this manner his Lordship has acquired the immense 
grant of land before stated, and no attempt till the ptesent one~ 
has ever been before made to take advantuge of the supposed 
Territorial Rights under iliis Chartet. We humbly conceive, 
therefore, that before a title can be secured by length of posses
sion, it ought to be made the subject of enquiry by His Majes
ty's Government, and directions given to the Attorney-General 
to eject his Lordship from the occupancy of the land in ques
tion at the suit of the Crown, to whom it can alone belong. 

It is unnecessary to add any remarks on the manifest partiali .. 
ty and injustice that must accrue from a jurisdiction so co~stitu
ted as the one now sought to be established, or further to detail 
the serious evil consequences that must ensue from it. We 

K 
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Jlave only therefore to beg, you will be pleaseq to represent to' 

Earl Batburst the situation in which the Canadian Traders and 

their Servants (t() the number of probably 2000 persons, the 
greatest part of whom have been for the last thirty years, and 
are now actually resident and trading in the Territories over 
whieh the j~lrisdiction is claimed to extend) will be placed by 
the operation of this proceeding of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
,and to pray on their behalf the interference of His Majesty's 
Government, to prevent the exercise and consequent abuse of 
this assumed judicial power. \\r e do not deny that violences 
have been occasionally committed on both sIdes, and to show 

that we have some bettt:r proof in our possession than that ad
duced by I.ord Selkirk against tbe Servants of the North-West 
Company, in his Letter to the Governor of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, trar-smittl:.d il} them to Lord Bathurst, and by you 

to us in your Letter of the 2d March, we i;1close a Copy of In
structions from Lord Selkirk, of which we PQ:sess the original, 
to one of the Servants of the Hudson's Bay Company, from 
some parts of which it will appear that his J.ordship supposes 
the Clause in the Charter, authorjzjn~ the Company to make 
war, and "right and recompense" tl.el1l:3dvcs by hostilities 
against any persons interrupting or injuring thcr,) in their trade 
within the t~rritories and iimits of their Charter, as effectual for 
his purposes as the authority under which he now seeks to estab
lish his jurisdiction. His Lordship's intentions indeed appear in 
the present proceeding more favourable towards the Canadian 
Tl'atiers: it is now proposed, first to obtain a verdict from hii 
Dependants and Servants, before the property of his rivals is 
f'cized and destroyed; whereas, in the Letter inclosed, his Lord. 
ship directs seizure and de~truction UpOD the sole assertion, that 
the Territ')r), of the Hudson's Bay Company had been \"~ola~d 
by mere occupation, which in this particular instance relates to 
a country where the Canadians have been iettled for 1hirty years, 
and where the HuJson's Bay Company had never formed an 
establishment. 

Bt'fol'e the undertaking of his Lorrdship, the disputes alJuded 
to were of perpetual occurrence, but they were never of much 
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const:quence, and subsided nearly as f,oon as they arose. Com
plaints were made from and of both parties, and before thl·), 
were enquired into, the causes had generally ceased. These 
disputes certainly too, occasionally led to the commission of 

crimes, to restrain which, the Act of the 43rd of the King u·as 

passed, and which having been put in force by the trial of 

offenders at Montreal, has had a proportionate effect. 
His Lordship's attempt to colonize Assiniboin has also led to 

more serious difficulties (we allude to the jealousy of the Indi:m 
Tribes, as well as to the distresses of the Colonists), and these 
would probably attend the next attempt of the same nature his 
Lordship may think it equally prudent to make, either in the in
terior· of Africa or of America. Such difficulties are alw3)'s at
tendant on similar undertakings, and form part of the risk of 
them. We beg, however, to assure Lord Bathurst, that we 

should be too happy, if a feasible plan to restrain violences 

could be pointed out by the Hudson's Bay Company, to concur, 
with them in it, but this has only appeared possible to us by 
placing those Territories under the jurisdiction of the Canadian 
Courts, to which they in fact prop·erly belong, and where an 
equitable administration of justice is secured to all parties. 
Perhaps a Charter of Justice from the Crown might be resorted 
to, but whether it is fair to call upon the Public to bear the ex
pence, and whether the same difficulty which is experienced in 
remote Provinces, of finding competent persons to superintend 
the administration of Justice, might not still more forcibly ap
ply to the interior of North America, are points of which His 
Majesty's Government in their wisdom ,will readiJy determine. 

\Ve have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) 

. , 
M'TA VISH, FRASER, & Co. 

INGLIS, ELLICE, & Co • 



No. XXYI. 

London, bt Fe~. l~Hj. . , 

JIcnry GOl/luum, Esq. 

SIR, 

HOWEVER unwilling we fed again to troubJe you on th~ 
~ubject of the conflicting Claims of the Canadian Traders, and 
the Hudson's Bay Company and the Earl of Selkirk, we fin~ 

ourselves compelled by the following circumstances, which we 

beg you will lay before Earl B~thurst, to entreat the interference 
of His Majesty's Government, that some measures may be ta
ken, at least to prsvent the recurrence of these scenes of violence 

:l.nd animosity, which have unfortuna~e)y taken place, ~md whic~ 
have terminated, as we predicted in our Letter of the 29th 
May, 1815, would be the case, tn more instances than one, ip; 
bloodshed, and the loss oflives. . 

We had hoped this dispute was in a fair train of judicial deci. 
sion, by the trial of Lord Selkirk's Governor and Sheriff, who 
were committed in Canada for seizing and confiscating the pro~ 
perty of the Canadians; but it now fl.ppears (although a True 
Bill for Larceny has been returned against them by the Grand 
Jury of MOI\treal) frorn the best Legal Opinions in this Coun~ 
try, it wHI J:>~ impossible to proceed further, as the' Defendants 
evidently acted under a misapprehension of autho1"ity, and no 
sufficient proof can be adduced of a felonious intent. 'Ve have 
therefore lost n.) time in writing to Canada to drop the~c pro
ceedings, and it is not in ftur power to substitute in t~eir place 
any action for damages, as the Act under which their trials 
might otherwise have heen conducted, confines the jurisdiction 

of the Courts in Canada over the Indian Countries, to criminal 
cases. 

The Legal Opiniom; we have taken upon the whole subject in 

this Country, are quite decided as to most of the powers grante4 
by the Charter to the Hudson's Bay Company, and especially 
those under which the Company claim to seize persons and COD-

I 
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pS,caJ.e property; they also leave no doubt as to the invalidity 
~f the Grant to Lord Selkirk, or t.o the extension of any grant 
pr power purporting to be made 1>y the Charter, beyond the im~ 
mediate confines of the Eay. We would willingly, were it in 
our power, institu~e any process i'u this Country, by which the 
question could be 'decided, but we are advisee:! it would be scarce. 
Iy practicable, and if at all so, not in any way from which an im
mediate or satisfactory decision could be €xpe~ted, aiu} it is not. 
~ill we hav'; perfectly ascel'tai~ed the difficulties in our way, that 
we have considered ourselves again justified in intruding the 
~ubject on His Majesty's Government. 

Although we are not disposed to trouble you with any detail 
iln the part of the N ort~-West Company, in answer to the allega
tions we understand to be adduced by Lord Selkirk, and the 
Governor and n;rectors of the Hudson's Bay Company, respect
ing the conduct of the Canadian Traders in the Interior, du
ring last ~inter, we caDl~ot omit the opportunity of stating. 
that we arc ready, whenever we may be called upon for that 
purpose to bring forward satisfactory proof of the justice of 
their proceedings, and that if they have 'been called upon to de· 
fend their persons and prop~rty, against attempts repeatedly 
made upon both, 'under the plea of rights contained in this EX

traordinary Charter, they have not done'so without due regard 
to the acknowledged Laws of their. Country~ , 

We do not pres~me to point out- the particular proceeding 
which in this case' would be satisfactory nt ourselves: our sole 
object is to put an end to violences and bloodshed; and we are 
perfectl)T satisfied that in tIle discussion which such proceedings 
must give rise to, the interests of His Majesty's 'Canadian Sub
jects will at least meet wit!! as favourable co~sideration from 
}lis Majesty's Government, as those of their opponents. 

We have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) M'TAVISH, FRASER, & Co. 
INGLIS, ELLICE, & Co. 
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No. XXVII. 

(Copy.) 

London, 1st March, 1816. 

/lenrg Goulburn, ESf. 

SIR, 

WEare unwilling, so soon after our application of the 1st ult. 
to intrude again, upon the subject of the Hudson's Bay Com

pany and Earl of Selkirk's proceedings in Canada, but the last 
accounts from that country are of so alarming a nature, and the 
season is so far advanced, that we trust you will e~cuse us for 
entreating the immediate interference of His Majesty's Govern
ment, that some measures may be taken~ not only to prevent 
the recurrence of the scenes which have already tak~n place in 
the interior, but the threatened commission of still greater vio
lences, under the newly assumed powers ot the Hudson's Bay 
Company. 

To aid these further, his Lordship has now been appointed 
.Justice of Peace to act in the Indian Country, under the 
provisions of the 4·3rd Gf the King, and has actually engaged 
300 voyageurs in 1.\'WPtr~al, to accompany him to the interior 
on the opening of the navigation, equally to oppose the .trade 
of the Canadians, and we suppose to assist as Constables in the 
execution of such legal acts as in his judgment may be applied, 
with the same intent, and with the best hopes 'of success, from 
either of the authorities with which he is now armed. 

\Ve do not venture to suggest the remedy which it may be in 
their power, or appear eligible to His :\lajesty's Goycrnment to 
provide in thi:;; case, but we are certain if some measure is not 
adopted to define, witllOut delay, the limits, power, and author
it~, of th~ Hudson's Bay Company, a contest will ensue in the 
interior, the results of which will be dreadful, both with respect 
i rl loss of li,7!.'S and property. -
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We take the opportunity of inclosing for your perusal, ..... 

. though, ind~ed, after all the trouble we have given you on this 
~ubject, we can scarcely request your attention to it, copies of 
a correspondence which has passed in Canada between Lord 
Setkirk.and the North-West Company.-The latter have offer
ed in it, as you will see, to give up one whole third of the trade~ 
for the salce of peace, which is double the amount ever before 
possessed by the Hudson's Bay Company, or to divide the coun
try by a fair arrange~ent, calculated upon the returns of both 
parties. Both these cJrcrs are rejected, and from the manner 
in which the correlp.lndence is conducted on his Lordship'i 
part, it is apparent that no hope of reconciliation in that coun
Ly is left. We therefore trust, we may find an excuse with 
you, from th~ urgency of the case, in repeating our application 
on the subject. 

We have the Honor to be, 
SIR, 

Your most obedie~t Servants, 
(Signed) M'TA VISH, FRASER & Co. 

INGLIS, ELLICE & Co. 

No. XXVIII. 

Deposition of Daniel Mackenzie. 

DANIEL MACKENZIE, a retired or dormant Partner of the 
North-West Company, according to the constitution ~"d terms 
of Partnership thereof, being present at Notawasaga, ~n the 
Province of Upper Canada, maketh oath, and (atter detailing 
the capture of Fort William by the foreign soldiers in the em
ployment of the Earl of Selkirk, together with the arrest of the 
Partners and the seizure of the Papers and Property belonging 
to the N orth-W' est Company, according to the accounts previ
ously given) further saith, That on or about the eighteenth 
day of August last past, being the: day on which William lVI'Gil
livray, John M'Laughlin, Allan Macdonell, Simon Fraser, 
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john M'Donald, Hugh MCGillis, Kenneth Mackenzie, and 
Alexander Mackenzie, 'vere sent off as prisoners from Fort 
William·, he this ·Deponen"t was extremely desirous of accompa
nying them, and accordingly made several applications to the 
.said Earl of Selkirk for that purpose, who~ however,· refused 
iuch request, and ordered th(s Deponent to be detained, which 

was accordingly done, and tbe Deponent was confined for sev
eral days afterwards a close prisoner in his own room in Fort 
William aforesaid-ThaJ some days afterwards one M'Pherson, 
who is in the employ of the said Earl of ~elkirk, came into this 

Depenent's room, and searched his trunk, by order, as the said 
M'Pherson stated of the said Earl, for the purpose of seeing whe
ther the Deponent had any mote papers; and that some days after

wards this Deponent was, by order of the said Earl, confined a does 
prieoner in a prison at Fort ·William aforesaid, which was erected 
as a common prison for the adjacent parts of the Indian Territory, 
sometime after the first establishment of the Magistracy for these 

Territories, where the Deponent was kept in the dark, except as 
to such light as pervaded the chinks in the building1 there being 
no window in the dungeon in which he was so confined-That 
whilst this Deponent wa~ so confined in the said dungeon, the 
said ~1'Pherson, MIles Macdonell, a Dr. Allan, who was also 
ill the employ of the said Earl, and some others, came frequent
ly to him, to persuade him to submit himself in all respects to 
the said Earl, and to yield an obedience to whatever he might 
direct, telling the deponet twat the evidence against him with re

gard to the destruction of the settlement of the Red River was ve
ry ~;trong; that it would be a very serious business for the depo .. 
nent; that: the other Partners of the N orth-West Company were 
utterly ruined: and would certainly suffer, and that it was a folly for 
the Deponent to sacrifice himself and his family for persons who 
did not care for him, and incessantly using other representations 
(if the same kind, tending to induce the Depo"nent to yield the 

most implicit submission and obedience to whatever they or his 
Lordship might dictate; and that the Deponent being at length 
\VL:uried out with the hardship of his confinement and their im
p )l"~unitie~, and having expressed to the said Captain D'Orson-
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bens a disposition to cOIlform himself to their advice in case he 
was released from the said dungeon, the Deponent was removed 
therefrom into another building at Fort 'Villiam aforesaid, where 
he was still kept confined a close prisoner under a guard-That 
from the time of the Deponent's being so removed frOin the 
said dungeon, impressed as his mind was with the hardships he 
had suffered, the danger in which he imagined his life was, and 
the constant suggestions and importunities of those around him, 
he did accordingly yield implicit submission and obedience to 
whatever they dictated, being frequently also in a state ~ in
toxication, and accordingly for a period of six weeks or there
a,bouts next follo\ving, was in th~ habit of writing whatever let
ters or other papers were dictated to him-' That the said Miles 
Macdonell was very frequently with the Deponent, to induce 
him to write or sign different papers, sometimes dictating to him 
verbally, and making the Deponent v;rit.e what he so dictated, 
and at other times bringing him drafts of letters or papers, for 
the Deponent to copy in his own hand-writing-That amongtt 
various papers which were delivered to the said Deponent by 
the said Miles' Macdonell, the Faper-writing hereunto annexed, 
marked A, is one, the first side whereof is wholly in the hand~ 
writing of the said Miles Macdonell, the former part thereof 
being a representation made to the Deponent by the said Miles 

Macdonell, and the latter part thereof a draft of a letter which 
was afterwards written by the said Miles Macdonell, to be copied 
and signed by the Deponent as a letter from him to the said 
Earl of' Selkirk, and which was accordingly copied and signed 
by the Deponent, and delivered, as he believes, to the said 
Earl-That the paper.writing hereunto annexed, marked B, was 
originally written during the same period of the Deponent's im
prisonment, subsequent to his release from the said dungeon at f 

Fort William aforesaid, by him, this Deponent, from the'verbal 
dictation of the said' Miles Macdonell, who afterwards perused 
and ~orrected the same, and accordingly made the several inter
lineations and alterations appearing to have been made therein.. 
in the proper hand-writing of him the said Mill'S Macdonell, 
and directed this Deponent tL> copy the same as so altered) 

I .. 
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\\ !Iiclt the Deponent accordingly did: And that the Paper. 

writion· herel1l110 annexed, marked C, is accordingly one of the 
o 

fir,-.t Copies thereof so made hy this Deponent, by the direction 

of the ~~;d \liles Macdoncll, \\ hich said last-mentioned Paper, 

l1urhcll C, h ... ·i:1g been again corrected by the said Miles 

!\IaCl:ondl, as now appears upon the face thereof, was ultimately 

a!~~ti:l c"F!cd hy this Depooent by his direction, and signed by 

tll''; Dt:POlltllt, and afterwards, as the Deponent believes, trans

mitted to ~It". Cuthbert Grant by the said Earl of Selkirk, the 

l:oaid l\fill's Macdonell having informed the Depontnt that the 

~~lid Earl was very well pleased with it, or to that or the like 

cHect-That upon one of the visits which the said Miles Mac

donell made to the Deponent during the latter part of his fo.uid 

imprisonment, the said :\liles :Macdonell informed him one day, 

that it was the TqU(st of the said Earl, th,tt he this Deponent 

~llOuld write a ldter to his namesake at Nipigon, (meaning one 

Rodc.licL Mackenzie, whu was tJiclI in charge of the Post 

there), aJ.i8ing him to keep back the paeLs in his possession, 

~,s an inl:ullnification fur \\!JdC'vcr the Company might be in
<L'htcll to him, as they were quite ruined, and tfat pedtaps he 

miglil.filld a passage for t1l.:m by tlte way qf tit;> Hudson's Bay, 

but which Letter th.: Deponent believes he never did in fact 

w:'it2-That on or abuut the eleventh day of October now last 

past, the saill Earl of Selkirk came to the Deponent, having 

prt) ... i':lll a canoe at Fort Y\'illiam aforc8aid for that purpose, and 

ordered the Deponent to embark for Montreal, a5king him at 

the ~ .. 'nh~ time, u)/cflicr Ite had ~l"ritten a circular letter to the 

f'lcrl.:s and Partners r[tlze J\'orth-TVest Company in the interior, 

1(1 tlte mme PU1J)Ott as i1le one tt·lziJI he 'lad been desired to w1·ite 

to 11"s nr:n:csa,{e.: ([IIJ upon tIle Deponent anstvering in thc nega.
til-e, r,'pli:'d, ft.d the DejJoneut should give the said lUiles j\lac

c!u:u.'(/ d:e;"}" ;l(tnl~'.', and thet he SllOlild !u'ile it) tlzem ill tIle lIa11lC 

(1' tllC Dcponelli, or to that ('1' the like effect-And the Depo

IlLnt, Dani~l Mackenzie, for himself further saith, that the three 

several P~'per-writ;ngs hereunto annexed, marked D, E, and F, 

~\\'('re ~tb~. i'ome of the p:>p\:l s which were so delivered by the 

8a~1l :\Iilcs },hcdonell to thi~ Deponent, during the puiod of 
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such his imprisonment at Fort William, as herein before men

tioned; the said Paper-writing marked D, being in the hand
writing of the said Miles Macdonell, and the saia two Paper-' 
writings marked, E, and F, being, as this Deponent belic\'es; in 
th,e hand-writing of the said Earl of Selkirk j the l:l'O s:·icl 
several Paper-writings marked D, and E, bei)Jg drafts qfpapers, 
'which the said Earl and the said ~liles Macdonell1'eqllired tfti$ 
Deponent to copy, and address to the said Earl-That on or aboLt 
the nineteenth day of September, now last past, and whilst this 

Deponent remained a prisoner at Fort 'William as aforesaid, lle 
this Deponent, by the direction qf the said Earl qf 6elkil'h:, and 

the said 'Aliles Macdonell~ lind other persons in his emplo.~/I)l(i;t, 

signed and executed several papers, of some of which the fom" 
several Paper-writings hereunto annexed, marked respectively, 
G, I-I, I, and K, are, as the Deponent believes, respectively true 
copies, the same being respectively copied from papers now in 
the possession of the Deponent, which he believes to be Dupli
cates of foul" of the said papers so signed and executed by him, 
which sai<l'fou~ several last-mentioned Papers so signed ar~d 
executed by the Deponent, are at present, as the Deponent be
lieves, in the possession of the said Earl of Selkirk-And the 
said Deponent, Daniel Mackenzie, for himself further suith, 
that having at length, in consequence of such his implicit obe

dience and submission to all the orders and commands 0/ the said 
Earl 0/ Selkirk and the persons in his employ, been ultimately 
discharged from such his imprisonment at Fort William afore
said, and feeling great regret and compunction at his having 
been so compelled to execute Papers which might possibly be 
so highly detrimental to the interests not only of the Deponent, 
but ot the other Partners of the s,aid N orth-'Vest Comp!lny, 
the Deponent, on his arrival at Drummond's Island, whiclt was 

the nearest place to Fort William afuresaid, at which any Notary
Public resided, went, on or about the eleventh day of November 
now last past, before Mr. James Gruet, a Notary-Public, and 
David Mitchell, Esq. a Justice of the \ Peace, both resident 
there, and in their presence made and subscribed the Protesteor 
Paper herewlto annexe(l, marked I., and that the representa-
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tions therein contained, with regard to the intluence under 
which this Deponent was induced to CxccQte the several Instru
ments or other Paper-writings therein mentioned, are in aU re
spects true-And the said last-mentioned Deponent, Daniel 
Mackenzie, for himself further saith, that during one of the 
conversations which took pJace between him this Depone~t an4 
th~ said Miles l\lacdonell, during the time ~vhilst this Deponen~ 
was so detained as a pri~oner ut Fort \Yilliam aforesaid, during 
the month of September now last past, the Deponent one day 
asked the said Miles Macdonell, whether it was possible tha~ 
the Eari of Selkirk intended to ruin all tIte Partne~s in the 
)Jorth-West Company? who replied, No, only the Heads of 
them, such as ,'fro William Af'GillitTay, ::iir Alexander lUac
kenzie, and the G,oeat Men at home connected with tIle Company i 
and that amongst others, Afr. Riclwn/'.on must fall; hu~ that 
the Deponent had nothing to fea~-And the said Deponent 
further saith, that during the period of his said imprisonment 
at Fort William as afore~aid, amongst other induc('m('nts which 
were holden out to the Deponent to yield- ohedicncet) the com
mands of the said Earl of Sclkir~', the said Captain D'Orson~ 
nens came to the Deponent one day, and told hi~, that if he 
would follow his Lordship's fortunes, he would give him a 
Township of ten thousand acres of land, provided he would 
llrocure four persons, to settle upon it, and that he might 
live happily upon it with his family-And the said last~men-, 
tioned Deponent for him5elf further saith, that the whole of the 
~aid Establishment called Fort William, with its appur~cnanccs, 
and all the Furs and MercHundiz€!s whatsoeyer in or about the 
t;ame, of the-value, as the Deponent supposes, ~f from One to 
Two Hundred Thousand Pounds sterling, are at present; as the 
Deponent verily believes, in the sole po~essjon of the said Earl 
of Selkirk. 

( Signed) 
Sworn at Notawasaga, in the Pro

vince of Upper Canada, this 2d 
December, 1816, before us, 

• 
VIr'. B. COLTMAN. 

J. FETCHER. 

DANIEL M'KENZIE. 



(A) 
('l'he Reader is reque$ted to observe, Hlat the 'vor~s printed witilin crot~hc.~ 
. [ ] were struck through with a pen in the ~lS,; and that the words printed il! 

lfqlic" ~e ill tb,e hand-writing Df Mr, ~ilei ~cdollell,] 

1st, [You D. M. K. as one of the Par-tners, represent the N. 

W· CO. here at present, and bfJing the only one, can act for them 
and yourself, the]. All the Company's sto1J,$ and property here 
are at your disposal, and ;your salf! W them is legal. By this, 
you can secure to yourself all the money which the Concern otves 
you, and keep tlte overplus in your hands, until a legal demand lie 

'made on you to pay to those 'lvllO may he entitled to receive the 

tame. You cannot only legally dispose if the goods, and other 
loose property kere, hut you may sell the huildings, with the soil 
on whick they are built, provided y.ou can find a purc..~aser. 

1 ha'l'e been thinking that, as a Partner of the N. W. Co. and 
.,he only on,here at present, that I can autfor them and myself; 
,that alt the Company's .'itores and property here are at my dispo. 
stJl; that m.1f sale qf them is legal, by which I COin secure to my
self all the money which the Concef'n ewes me, and keep the over· 
plus in my }/,(uzds until a legal demand he made U'fJOll me to pay to 
those who may he entitled to receive the same; that I ca'll not only 
dispose qf the goods, and other loose prop(J'fty tl,ere, hut may also 
stftll all the buildings, with the $oil on which they are built, pTovi
ied I canfin,l a purchaser. 

rhe pro'Visions purchased at Mackinac 

I have been thinking, that, as a Partner of the NOl'th-'Vest 
Co., and the only one here at present, that I can act for tht:lll 

and myself, and that all the Company's stores and property here 

are at my disposal [property in Land]. 
That my sale of them is legal, by which I C'Jn secure to my~ 

self all the money which the Concern owes l1le, aild l,rep the 
overplus in roy hands, until a legal demand be made upon me to 
pay those who may be entitled to receivc til(' salUe: that I c;n. 
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not only dispose of the goods, and other loose property here, 
but may also sell the buildings, with the soil on which they are 
built, provided I can find a purchaser. 

[The Reader is requested to observe, that in the following Documents, B, and 

C, the words printed within crotchets.[ ] were struck through with a pen 

in the MS.; and that the words printed in Italics, are I nterlineations in the 

hand-writing of lHr. Miles Macdonell, substituted for tbe words struck out.] 

(B) 

Fort William, on Lake Superior, Sept. 1816. 

Dear [Rodericl Sir, 

By a canoe that returned from near the Mountain Portage, 
you must have heard of the events that have taken place here. 
Mr. l\'I'GilIivray, and all the Partners [that were here] inclu
ding myself, were made prisoners. All the Gentlemer. are sent 
down prisoners, to take. tlleir frial at Yorle, U. C. as aidillg, 

abetting, and instigating to murder. I only am detained here. 
The drea4ful massacre that has taken place in Red River, is 

the principal cause of all this. The N. TV. Co. is 1'uined be

.yolld a hope, the packs will Hot go down, nor 'will goods be per

mitted to enter, the il/terior of tIle Red Hiver being declared in a 

Mate qf 1"ebellion. Lord Selkirk [\\"ho is here nowl may soften 
matters in your favour, provided you will make a submission ill 
limp, and honestly own all that you know about the instigators 
of this horrid affair. [1 have his Lordship's command to tell 
you so, and 1 would advise you]. I have neard as much, 

though not direct from his Lordsllip, and I would advise you, as 
your own, and the friend of your deceased father, to [submit to 
bis Lordship'~ plca..;urc] come for:rc:rd z"mmediately with some 

propcsal, fa sat'£' yourself alld tIle wfortullale haff-breeds u;ho 

a"ere ;.; uilt!J if such enormities. You :;hould also explain to those 
dclmkd [h:llf-breeds] .yollng men, 7~'hom .you may Wl'e, that it 
was the al1l~;tion" of oth::rs that has [ruined] rendered us all 
miserabk: this is the real truth. I r: /:1 {·appy to learn that .YOU 

r":(lra~"(}:~/";:d fa sat'e Gm:. Semp!c'sliJe: this is much in yell:" fi-
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'/Jour. 1 have told his Lordship all that I knew, or could recol~ 
Ject. There is a Proclamation by His E~cellency Sir J. C. 
Sherbrooke, to detect all those guilty of offences committed in 
the Indian Countries. I do not yet know what his Lordship in
tends to do with myself: the only advice I have to give you is, 
to submit. By Letters and other Papersfound here, too ample 
proqfs are against us, 0/ the part toe have heen blindl!Jled to take 
in the destruction 0/ the Colony on Red R 

(C) 

Mr. Cuthbert Graut. 

Dear Sir, 

Bya canoe that returned to the interior from near the Moun: .. 
tain Portage, you must have heard of the events which have 
taken place here. Mr. M'Gillivray, and all the Partners [in
cluding myself] were made prisoners; all the Gentlemen are 
sent down prisoners, under a strong guard, to take their trial at 
York, Upper Canada, as aiding, abetting, and instigating tl) 
murder-I only am detained, waiting Lord Selkirk's pleasure 
for my disposal. The massacre that has taken place this year 
in Red River, is the principal cause of all this. The North
West Company is ruined beyond a hope; our packs are not to 
be sent down, nor will goods be permitted to go into the interior, 
the Red River Department being declared in a state of rebel
lion. By the evidence if many 0/ Ollr own men, strengthened h!J 

that q[ Letters and other Papers found here, too ample proofs 
I fear are against us, of the part we have been blindly led to 
take, in the destruction of the Red River Settlement. Lord 
Selkirk may perhaps soften matters in your favor, provided you 
make your submission in time, and honestly own all you know 

about the instigators of this horrid affair. I /wve heard as much, 
though not directfrom his ,Lordship; and as the friend of your
self and your respected deceased father, I would advise you to 

come forward immediately with some proposal, to save yourself 
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!ind the unfortunate half-breeds who tare] 'Were guilty of such 
enormities; you should also explain to all. these deluded young 
men, whqm you may see, that it was the ambition of others 
which has rendered us all miserable [( I mention no names). 
I am Jmppy to learn, as reported Iwre, that you endeavoured to 
save the life of Gov. Semple: this of course is much in yout 

favour.] . 
I inclose you tIle Governor-Genefal's Proclamation, lately re-

ceived here, several copies of which have heen sent enclosed 
from head-quarters to every Magistrate for the Indian Territo
ries. I also enclose you a copy of Law Opinions taken in En.; 
gland, on the H. B. Charter, and [also the Law] the Opinions .... 
0/ the best-i,!formed La'l~!lers in Lower Canada, to shew you 
what small chance we have to go to law, even in the Courts of 

Canada, as were always held out to us by people who thought 
tllemselves wiser than we arc. 

(D) 
tTh~ Origioal of thil Doeument is wholly in (he ha"ll-ttrfiUng cJ .Vr. Milcs 

MacdonC/l·l 

In the name of the North-West Company, I hereby authorize 
YOU! Lordship to take possession of the Furs at this Post packed 
up for exportation; and consisting of packs ~arked NW, 
and numbered from to 1175; and packs marked 

A, amI numbered from 1 to ; and also 23 bags of casto ... 
rum, all of which I hereby sell to your Lordship for the sum of 
One Hundred Pounlls lawful money of Great Britain, but under 
the following condition, viz. That if my Partners acquiesce in 
the submission for referring to Arbitration the differences be
tween your Lordship and the North-'West Co. for consigning 
those Furs to the Arbitrators, then this sale to be null and v9id , 
and your Lordship shall in pursuance of our agreement, con
~ign the~e Furs to some respectable Mercantile House in Lon

clan, to be held crt the disposal of the Arbitrators~ who may be 
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~dDiinated by the Chief justices of the Courts of King;s Bencli 
and Common Pleas at Westminster, according to the submission. 

, 

I have 
signed, sealed, and delivered 
in presence of 
no Stamps being required in this 
Province. 

Nineteenth. 

(E) 

'The Original of this and the following Document, al'e wholly in the kand- ... 

wf'iting of th~ Earl of Selkirk, J 

I hereby agree to sell you the CatiIe belon~ing to the N. W~ 
(10. at Lake La Pluie" and in Fond du Lac, at the prices affixed .... 
10 the same i~ the last Inventories; 01' if these cannot be found, 
at the prices affixed to Cattle of the same ages and descriptions 

,. in the Forll William Inventory of this year. 

(F) 

~ For the Agreement suggested by Captain Macdonell, the 
following Papers will be requisite: 

1. Submission-referring to Arbiters a11 differences (of a 
pecuniary nature) between tlie E. of S. and the N. ,V. Co., and 
binding both parties to pay any sum awarded against them on 
account of damages arising from the acts of their Agents, 
Servants, &c. &c. Award to be made within ihree years of this 
!late atfarfhest. .. , , 

2. Agreement-That the Furs now at Fort WIlham shaH be 
consigned to the Arbiters, a.nd that the E. of S. shall vest in 
them an estate of equal value, both to remain in the hands of 
the Arbiters till their final Award. 

M 
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~. Indenture of' Bargain and Sale of the Goods and ChatuJ. 

(Furs excepted) now at Fort 'Villiam, at cost and charges. 
P~yrr:ent td be made within a year after the Award of the 

Arbiters. 
4. Schcdule or Invcntory, antl Valuation of the Goods and 

Ch:tttl'/s sold and delivered in pursuance of the above bargain. 
5. Indenture of Bargain a}ld Sale of the I:ort, and Tenements 

3,i,ilcent, for a fixed price. 
h. Bond by the said E. of S. for the price, payable after thr: 

Awards of the Arbiters. 

Xqr.~The DocuTnoent:o; G, H, I, and K, being only a npetition (ljthl'jore· 

.90i1l9 Draft.,. D. E, and F, e.l'tended illto jorm«l Allr~emenU, it !'! 
defmed unnece~~ar9 to illl>t,,-t them. 

(L) 

I, Daniel Mackenzie, Esquire, a retired Partner of tbe Firnt 
of the North-1.Ye&t Company, having been detained a prisoner . 
at Fort 'William by Lord Selkirk's orders, from the 13th August 
to the 1 i th October, 1816, during all which time I was in r: 

state of inebriety and actual derangem€llt of mind, did, by the 
persuation of Lord Selkirk and his Agents, sign certain Papers 
and Instrument:, oHYriting, purporting to be a Sale of. Goods, 
l'~d:s of Furs, Y l's;,el on the SLicks, and Indenture of Agree
ment to leave to Arbitration, certain disputes and differences 
between his Lordship ar.d the North-Vi' est Company, and a Let.; 
tel' to the Interior, staling that the Korth-'Vest Company were 
n~:!H:d, ..\:c. ~c., all r.cltic/t Papers 'Were dictated hy his Lordship 

Ullil I/is Af-ents ;-,:,erdore, from the cau&es above, the dread 
of a :on;: ;i~·prisor:.mcj,t, ~s.d in l}(l!~(s of obtaining my liberty, 
I did s:;:;,n the saiJ Papt::r~, altl~Cl:;:,h unauthorized 80 to do: 

Tn~rt:;" 're I (~() hy these Presents, now t~'at I have my libert; .. 
S(.It1i1Il i.y l'ru(c:,t a~~~ilJ.:;~ all <lets dor:e by me during the period 
aboyc SL-(teL1. ~ 
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In witness whel'eor, I have signed and sealed these Pl'esent£, 
at Drummond's Island, this 11th of November, A. D.1816. 

(Signed) 

Signed and sealed in the 
presence of 

DANIEL MACKENZIE. 

Js. GRUET, Noty. Public. 
D. MITCHELL, J. P. 
,\VILLIAM SMITH, Witness. 

No. XXIX . 

. jJepositian of Robert lll'Robb. 

ROBERT M'RoBB, of the City of Montreal, in the Province 
of Lower Canada, maketh oath and saith, That he was present 
at Fort Wi1liam, ~n the River Kaministiguia, at the time of the 
capture thereof by the forces under the command of the Earl 
of Selkirk, on or about the thirteenth day of August now last 
past, and has a knowledge of the general circumstances of that 
affair, and which took place at Fort \Villiam aforesaid from that 
time to the period when the Deponent left t~le saIne for Mon
treal, which was on or about the third day of September tollow
ing; that the Deponent recollects, amongst other things, that 

Daniel Mackenzie, one of the Partners in the North-Vvest Com
pany, was during that interval imprisoned for several days, by 
order of the said Earl of Selkirk, in a building belonging to 
Fort William aforesaid, in which there is no window, and was 

afterwards confined to a room under the charge of a Sentry, in 
- which latter situation the Deponent left him at th~ period of 

this Deponent's quitting the Fort; and that one Miles Macdo
nell, and others in the employment of the said Earl of Selkirk, 

were, during such imprisonment of the said Daniel Mackenzie, 
frequently in his company; but that the Deponent does not 
know what passed between them-And this Deponent further 
saith, that he left Montreal on or about the fourth jay of Octo-
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ber !lOW last past, in comprny with Pierre De Rocheblave, one 
of the ,Partners of the said North-"West Company, for the pur
pose of proceeding to Fort \Villia'!l aforesaid, to take possession 
thereof, 'and of the stores at that place, which were then in the 
posscs:,iun of the said Earl of Selkirk, in case o)f' their procuring 

any i"gal compulsory Procl'~;:s or Order from the Government for 
I that purpose, which Process or Order would, as the Deponent 

understood, be endeavoured to be procured by sOlne other per
sons bdongiil1,; to the said North- \Vest Company, who were gone 
to York or Sandwhich for that purpose, and with which, if s~ 
00t~lint·d, they were afterwards to join the said De Rocheblave 
unci th.· D':ponent at Sault ~t. ~Iarie's, on their way to Fort 
\\illiam; that the said De Rochebla\'e and the Deponent, with 
th, 1r p~rry, L~:rived at Sault St. Marie's aforesaid on or about 
the n~nek~nth day of the said month of October, where the 
D~'ponenl rClli 9 ined with the s:lid De Rocheblavc, in expectation 
of the said other persons who were to join them with such Pro
ce!~::, ,:1' Order flom York to Sandwich, until the twenty-sixth 
or t\\ (:n'y-seventh day of the ~aid month; at "'hich time the 
said Deponent left ~·ault St. ~larie's aforesaid, in order to pro· 
cceel to fort \\ ilIiam, leaving the said De Rochcblave still at , 
Sault St. Marie's, the said other persons who were to bring such 
Pl\-'c'.~ss or Order, not being then arrived-And this Deponent 
further saitb, that during his stay at Sault St. Marie's one Ro~ 

b;-son, who was, as the Dl'ponent understood, ~ constable, or 

pub;ic oflicer of wme such description, arrived at Sault St. 
l\L'ie's from York, with some Process, which he was, as the 
Dc'ponen'!:' also understood, to serve on the Earl of Selkirk at 
Fort y,"illiam, and which was, as the Deponent believes, a ''''rit 
of F!abeas Corpus for the said Daniel l\I ackenzie; and that there 
"as also, dunng such the Deponent's stay at Sault St. Marie's, 
a '\' .. ,l'r:~nt ismcd by D~vid ~Iitchell, Esquire, who i~, as the 
I, _l'0'leut bll:'-'H.'s, (·ne of His Majesty's Justices of the-Peace 
k'T t 1-.: \\'.:s~Cl'll District of Upper Canada, against the said Earl 
01' 'dkl~'k, ;:),,1 sen:ra! other persons, t:itllcr 'for Felony, or some 
Cc .• 5 ·.fit:I.C~ :,up~c~~ct to kwe been committed by them, in re

kLon to t~leil" hanng so seized uild tahn possession 'Of Fort 

.. 
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William and the property therein, and which Warrant, it was 
also intended, should be executed by the said Robinson~ on his 
~rrival at Fort William-That the Deponent accordingly left 
Sault St. Marie's on or about the said twenty-sixth or twenty
seventh day' of October, in company with the said Robinson, 

and one John Duncan Campbell, a Partner of the said North
West Company, (whom they wel·e to leave at the Pic, on their 
way up), for the purpose of serving such Habeas COyPUS, and 
executing such Warrant, but without any force to compel obe~ 

dience thereto, llaving with them only the crew of the canoe in 
which they travelled, consisting of twelve Canadians and them
selves, the three before· mentioned passengers; that after lEaving 
the said Mr. Campbell at the Pic aforesaid, and takiilg in his 
stead Mr. John M'Bean, another Partner of the said North

West Company, they accordingly proceeded to Fort "'Illiam 
aforesaid, where they arrived about three o'clock in the after
noon of the seventh day of November now last past-And this 
Deponent further saith, th,,>,t on their so arriving at Fort \\'illiam, 
he this Deponent, immediately upon their knding, accompanied 
~h.j said Robinson to the house in the said Fort, occupied by 
the said E.arl of Selkirk, where the said Robinson going into the 
room in which the said Earl there was, arrested him, as the De
ponent believes, in the King's name, under and by virtue of the 
said "~arrant; and having committed him to the custody of Mr. 
John Warren Dease, another Clerk of the said N orth-\'" est 
Company, who ,~'as then near the said house, by commanding 
the said Dease to go in, and take charge of the Prisoner; and 
immediately afterwards proceeded to arrest one Captain Mat. 
they, and one John M'Nabb, who were then in other houses 
within the said Fort, and whose names ,,"ere, as the Deponent 
believes, also included in the said vVurrm1t-And this Deponent 
saith, that in the evening of the satne day, whilst the Depanent, 

together with the said Robinson aud tl.l' Hlid John \Yarren 
Dease, were in a room called the CouncJlroom, belonging to 

the said Fort, the said Captain l.'.btthe;" came to them, mal told 

them that the Earl of Selh.i)'k had ~ent h:r.~ to c~dl;r them aU 
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out f)f the house, but that as it was a etormr night, his Lord:
~hip would permit them to remain in one of thfl summer-houses, 
in which there was no fire, during that night; to which the De

ponent and the others, having stated to the said Captain Mat
they, that they were determined not to quit the house, unlesl 
they were forcibly compelled so to do, and that they conceived 

that he, the said Captain Matthey, being himself legally a 
prisoner, could have no orders to give them which they ought 
to obey; the saill Captain Matthey replied, that he should then 

make use of the means ill his pmyer, to enforce obedience to his 

orders, and immediately left them for the present-That about 
eight o'clock the same evening, the said Captai~ Matthey re

turned into the room where tIte Deponent, the said Robinson, 
Hnd Dease were, bringing in with him seven armed men in the 
uniform of the late regiment De Meuron. all of them having 
mltskets or fusils, and four of them bayonets fixed, and which 

armed men the said Captain Matthey accordingly placed as a 
guard over the Deponent, the said Robinson, and the said John 
l\I'Bean, who had ah,p come ashore wrth them, and that they all 

three remained under guard, and, as the Deponent conceives, iq 
the charge and custody, or under the sllperintendance of the 
said armed men and others in the same uniform, who were fro~ 

time to time sent to relieve them, until the Saturday following, 
being the ninth day of the said month of November, at which 
time the Deponent left the Fort to return to St. Marie's-Tha~ 
on Friday the eighth day of the said month of November, du
ring the Deponent's ~tay at Fort 'Villiam as aforesaid, the De

ponent and his party being ill want of pro', isions, he the said 
Deponent told the sai,l Lrxlof Selkirk, that he understood that 
tli('!;aid Earl was in l'O':-i('~sion of the keys of the North-West 
Company'~ 3tores, and requested that he would deliver them, o~ 
direct that they shon;d be delivered to the Deponent, or give or. 
ders that t~lC Deponent anJ his party should Lc suppliul with 
:'Llc!l ai,tides out ot the stun's as they had occasion for; but 

which thl'said Earl refused, ~;tyin!r tltat he supposed the Deponellt 
i/:u..:l be mvat·c t!tat tl:[ Sor: '.-IVcst C(lmpall} luld no sImoes tTu,?Oe, 
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Or somewhat to that or the like effect; that the Dep'onent there-
upon told the said Earl, that lie the Deponent had heard of 
some transaction having taken place between him and the said 

Daniel Mackenzie, but that he did not conceive that any sale 
could be valid that was made by a person who was a prisoner at 
tlte time, and who had heen confined in the common gaol, and 
kept in a continual state qf intoxication; that the said Earl there
upon asswered, that the Deponent was totally misinformed as to 
the facts; to which the Deponent replied, that he had himself 
been an eye witness qf the said Daniel Mackenzie's cOllfinement, 
and qf the state in which he was always kept, until the time of the 
Deponent's leaving the Fort; whereupon the said Earl said, 
that it was not to the Deponent that he had to answer, or some
what to that or tl~e like effect-That on the same day the said 
Robinson asked the said Earl, in the presence of the said De

ponent, whether he meant to yield obedience to the said War

rant or not; to which the said Earl answered, that he certainly 
did not; that the said Captain Matthey also declared, during 
the Deponent's stay at Fort William as aforesaid, that if he had 
known at the time of their approach to the Fort, what their er
rand was, he would certainly have shut the gates, and not hal"e 
permitted them to enter, or have got into a canoe and been off, 
and that the Deponent and his party might then have whistled 
for them-And this Deponent further saith, that finding that it 
was the determination of the said Earl of Selkirk, and the other 
persons who had been so arrested by the said Robinson, to per
sist in their refusal to yield obedience to the said "'''arrant, and 
that instead of being permitted to complete the execution there

of, by bringing away the persons they had so arrested, the said 
Robinson and the Deponent appeared to be themselves regarded 
as prisoners, being kept under the charge or superintendancc of 
a military guard, as before mentioned; and being moreoyer 

short of provisions, with which the said Earl refused to supply 
them, the said Robinson, and M'Bean, and the DeponCllt, left 

Fort William aforesaid un the said nintll day of NovcmUrl' now 
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last past, in company together, and returned to Sault St. Mane's,' 
1Vhere they arrived on the night of the twenty-fourth day of the 
said month of November. 

(Signed) 

- Sworn at the City of York, 
in the Province of Upper 
Canada, this Seventeenth 
day of December, One 
Thousand Eight Hundred 

.and Sixteen, before us, 

WM. B. COLTMA~" 
J" FLETCHER. 

ROBERT M'ROBB. 

• 
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