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 PREFACE.

IT having been thought advisable to re-

print, in a Pamphlet, the Communications made by me

to the Printer of THE MONTREAL HERALD, 1
have, in consequence, to apologise te those who may now
read them in connexion, for the frequency that occurs of

what may be termed repetitions,

When 1 first took up the pen, it was for
the purpose of introducing certain Yaw opinions, in oppe~
sition to those published by the Earl of Selkirk, or by
his order ; but being attacked, I was necessarily led in-
to a wider range, by the misrepresentations and viclence

of his Lerdship’s advocates and supporters.

My Communications having been written
at different periods of time, and without the then intention
of re-publication together, it was material that the strong
pointsagainst Lord Selkirk, viz. the want of legal founda-
tion in his claims to colonial territory and commercial mo-
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“nopoly ; and his being always the aggressorin supporting

them, should be kept in a prominent point of view,

Such points were therefore repeatedly im-
pressed upon the public attention, and, [ trust, with
some effect ; for it cannut but appear most extraordinary,
that he, whose pretended rights have been shewn to be
unfounded, and his self-styled governors, who neither
bad legal appointment and confirmation, nor had been le-
&3lly qualified for office, should, with so high a hand, and
in contempt of all the established principles of procedure
upon contested claims, attack the rights and interests of
others so long previously enjoyed, without other authority
Jor such attack, than his and their acts, whereby they

constituted themselves judges in his and their vwn cause,

MERCATOR.

COM.



Comnunications of Hereator,

TO THE PRINTLZ OF THE MONTREAL HERALD.

MR. Gray,

THE public attention has of late been so much
called to what has been written anJd sail a5out the
claims of Lord Selkirk and the Hudson’s By Com-
pany, to an exclusive right of trads .nj soil witin
certain territortes in the North West, th:t a iiia
statement and expusition of the merits ot the grestion,
divested of sophistry, cannot but be acceptabic to thase
who are disposed to exercisc their reason upon its -
amination, instead of passion and prejucice.

I shall premise, by laying down two orinciples, st
that the crown cannot grant au cxciusive rizht of
trade, without the cencurrence or confirmation of
Parliament ; and 2d, that the crown couli ot grunta
tertitory, which at the tiime ot the gr:ﬂ.nt bricreed to-
another sovereign, and more espcoially, .f then in tie
undisturbed occupancy ¢t the subjccts of that sove-
reigr.

Hudson’s Bay was first approacied by lond by tvn
French gentlemen, Monsr. Radisson and Moner, Lie
Groselliers, who were condusted thither acvos: o

couidlry.
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country, from thc interior of Canada or New France,
by Savoges. Succeedingin this, they returned, and went
i0 Quebec, offcring to the merchants there, to conduct
ships to Hudson’s Bay, but their proposal was reject-
ed. They then applied in Paris with no better suce
cess, when the English Ambassador persuaded them
to go to Lorndon, where they met a favorable recep—
tion from some persons or quality and merchants,
who intrusted Mr. Cillam, (a person long used to the
PTewfoundland trade) to prosecute the discovery. He
zailed in the Monsuch Ketch, in 1667, into Baffin's
£ay, to the h:ight of 75 degrees, and from thenc:
southward to 51 degrees, where he entcred a river, to
which he gave the name of Prince Rupert’s, and find-
ing the savages {riendly to trade, he there erected a
small fort. Tl persons concerned in the outfit of
this vessel, upon the return of Gillam, applied to
Charles 11, for a patent or charter, who granted them
one, dated ad May, 1670,

In that year, the Company sent over Clas. Bailey,
Esqgr. as their governcr, who, with Mr. Radisson, set.
tled at Rupert’s River, an est2blithed ancther factoiy
at fort Melson, Ia 1682, Henry Sargeant was made
goverror at Ruyort’s river, with orders to be careful
of the French, who bzgan to be jealous of the trade.
“i'he French claincd the cnntinent at the bottom of
tic Bay, as a purt of New France, cid indeed to the
country across to Rupert’s Kiver, from'a river which
cuns iuio the St Lawrince

Tn 1650, the Hod oo’ Pay Company had five forts

Qr
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or settlements for trade, viz. Albany River, Hayes'’s
Island, Rupert’s River, York, and New Severn. The
jealousy of the French increased, who attacked and
took by surprise, in a time of profound peace, Hayes’s
Island, in Nelson River. ‘This was done by the Che.
valier de Troyes, who went over land from Quebec
and in July, 1686, came before Albany fort, whicn
Governor Sargeanfattempted todefend, but was com-
pelled to surrender ina week, upon articles which
were badly kept.

In 1693, the Hudson’s Bay Company, assisted by
government, retook these forts, but soon after were
again driven out by the French. In 1696, they ap-

plied to King William, who aided the Company with
two men of war, when these forts were all retaken,
In the next general war, the French renewed their
attacks, and captured all bur fort Albany. At the
treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, all were restored to the
English, as will appear by the subjoined 1oth article
of that treaty, whizh provided for the appointment of
Commissioners tosettle a line of boundary, but they
never sat, or made any report.

A Beaver Company was erected in Canada in 1630,
who traded to the interior for peltries, prior to the
date of the Charter of the Hudsor’s Bay Company.
And Captain Dobbs who wrote befere the war of
1755, says, that in 1742, the French had a settlement
for trade near the southern branch of York or Nel-
son river, 100 miles above the English factory, where
they sold their goods cheaper than the Hudson’s Bay

Company,
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Company, by which they got all the choice skins, and
none but retuse were left for the Company. The
French at that time had another settlement for trade
pretty high up on Rupert’s River. The trade at
Churciii 1, on the bay, was increasing, being at &
greater distance from the French, ¢ The Company”
says Capt. Dobbs, ¢4 avoid all they can making dis-
«¢ coveries to the northward of Churchill, for fear
‘“ tﬁc_y should discover a passage to the Western O-
¢t cean, und tempt by that means, the rest of the En-
¢ glish inerchants to lay open their trade, which they
¢ know they have no legal right ta.”

Ir. Joseph Pobson, formerly in the employ of the
Hud-en’s Bay Company, who also before the war of
156y, Wrote an account of six year’s residence in
Hudson's Bay, viz. trom 1733 t0 1756, and 714 to
1747, in assizni g reasons why the Hudson’s Bay
L mpany had acted with s cha want of enterprise,
S1ys, *¢ but thie..rue= reason is obvious: they h.d ncle-
¢ gobaight to their excluslve trade since the year
10 8. ut waich time the act of parliament expired,
¢ thatcorfirmed their charter only for seven yesrs.”
Thisi a conclusive proof «f the first principle ab e
laidd wn,thut th: crown cann-t give an exclusive
right of trade, tor if the Hudson’s Bay:- Corﬁpany’s
charter requitedu parliamentary confirmation for seven
ycars, the memcent that time expired, rhe confirmation

«zsed, and the charter became void as to the future
trade,

Long after the treaty of 1763, and surrender of
Canada
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Canada to Great Britain, viz. in 1774, and not before,
the Hudson’s Bay Company extended their trading
posts fro. the Bay into the interior, where they found
traders from Canada, successors to the rights of the
subjects of France so long before exercised in that
trade, and both parties were thenceforth alike entitled
to the pursuit of it freelve  The French were the
first European discoverers and occupiers of the inte-
rior territory in queftion, and the traders from Ca-
nada have since extended those internal discoveries,
so that no charter to the Hudson’s Bay Companv, nor
grant from them to Lord Selkirk, could possibly con~-
vey lands or trade never possessed by Great Britain,
until after the said Treaty of t763. It surely requires
no argument to prove, that a Country to which the
right was to be decided by a joint act, under the so-
vereign powers of England and France, could not be
granted away by the seperate act of one of them ; and
consequently I consider my second principle as above
Taid down, fully established.

The following legal opinions were obtained in
London, last Jannaiy, in answer to questions respec.
ting the Hudson’s Bay Company’s charter, and other
matters, submitted to those, whose names are subscri-

bed.

¢¢ The Prerogative of the Crown to grant an ex-
clusive Trade was formerly very much agitated in the
great case of the East India Company, versus Sandys,

The Court of Kiug’s Bench, in which * Lord Feffreys
B ;- shen

® The character of Judge Jefiveys is too well knawn te entitie his de-
cisionste any weight.
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then presided, h:1d that such a grant was legal, and
we are net aware that there has s1nce been any deci-
sion express'y on #his question in the ourts of law.
Most ot the Charters for exclusive trade and exclusive
privileges to companies or associaiions, have since
the rcvolutien received such a degree oi legislative
sanction, as perhaps to preclude the neces:ity of any ju-
dicial decision on .

¢¢ N uch more moderate opinions were entertained
cencerning the extent of the preroga:ive since the re-
velurion, to which is to be attributed t3: frequent re-
course after that period to Legislatlve anth rity in
such caces, and particularly in the very cus: of the
Hudson’s Bay Company ; for by the temporary act of
1I of William and Mar;, ¢ for confirming to the
¢ Governor and Company trading to Hudson’s Bay
" the duration of that
confirmation, 1s expressly limited to seven years, and

¢ tueir privileges and trade,

to the end of the then next cession of Parliament, and
no longer. Part of the Preambic ot that act, is in
effecia legislative declaration of the insufliciency of
the charter for the purposes proféssed in it, without
the acthority of the Legislature : and which euthority
entirely ceased, soon after the expiration of the seven
years after that passed,

¢¢ Such rights, therefore, as the Hu.ison’s Bay Com.
pany can derive from the Crown alone, under their
sxtraordinary charter as it is, mastjnow entirely rest
ugon, and stand or fall by the common law preroga-
e of the Crown,

: The
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»s The right of the Crown merely to erect a company
for trading by charter, and to make a grant of terri-
tory in Charles the I1’s reign may not be disputable ;
but on the uther hand, there are various clauses in the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s charter, particularly those
empowering the company to impose fines and penal-

" ties—to seize or confiscate Goods and Ships— and
seize or arrest the persons of interlopers, and compel
them to give security in £1000, &c. &c. which are
altogether illegal, and were always so admitted ; and
we are clearly of cpinion, that the company and their
officers, agents, or servants, could not justify any sei-
zure of Goods, or arrest or imprisonment of the per-
sons of any of His Majesty’s subjects.

¢ But we think that the Hudson’s Bay Company
and their Grantee Lord Selkirk, have extend.d their
territorial claims much further than the charter will
warrant, supposing it even free from zll the objec-
tions to which we apprehend it is in other icspects
liable ; the words of the grant pursuing the recital of
the petition of the grantees with a very trifling varia-
tion, that cannot affect the construction oi the instru-
ment, are, of thesole trade and commerce of all those
¢« seas, streights, bays, rivers,8lakes, creeks, and scunds,
¢ in whatevor latitude they shall be, within the en-
¢ trance of the streights coii.1ly called Hudson's
‘¢ streights : tngether with all tho lands and territories
“ upon the (countries % ) coasts and confines of the seas,
B2 “ bays,

+ Tue word Countries by accilent ! transnositios in the Charter,
Pas Lecome novsen e, and ought to wave been inzeried between ihe
words ¢ lauds ” -“anl ” which would correspond wirh the patitin for
thacparter, os tharain recited.”
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¢ bays, lakes, rivers, creeks, and sounds aforesaid 3°’ that
is, within the streights, and those limits are frequent-
ly referred to throughout the charter, as the limitsa-
foresaid.

s« JWithin the streights must mean such a proximity to
the streights as would give the lands spoken of a sort
of affinity or relation to Hudson’s streights, and not
to lands commencing at the distance of goo miiles, and
extending 2coo miles therefrom—that is to say, of the
coasts and.confines of the seas &c. w ithin the streights,
such a boundary must be implied as is ccnsistent with
that view, and with the professed objects of a trading
company, intending not to found kingdoms ard establish
states, but to carry on fisheries in those waters, and to -
trafbc for the accuisition of furs and peltries, and the
other articles mentioned in the Charter. The enormous
extension of land and territory now claimed, appears
therefore to vs not to be warranted by any sound cons«
truction of the charter,

¢¢ Indeed there is sufficient reason to suppose that
the territories in quesuon or part of them, had been
then visited, traded in, and in a certain degree occu-
pied by French traders from Canada, and their beaver
company erected in 1630, whose trade in Peltries were
zonsiderabiy prior to the date of the charter of t::¢ Hud-
son’s Bay company. The:e territories, therefore, would
be excepted o t ot the grant ; and the right of British
subjects in general to visit and trade in those regions
would follow the national rights acquired by the king,
by the conqucst and session of Canada, as enjoyed by the

French
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French Canadians, previous to that @onquest and cese
sion,

+¢ No territcrial right therefore can be claimed in the
districts in question ; andthe exclusive trade there can-
not be set up by virtue of the charter ; these dis-
tricts being remote from any geographical relation to
Hudson’s Bay and to the stteights, and not being in a-
ny sense within the streights, nor approached by the
traders from-Canada, thrugh the interdicted regions,
of course no violence to, or interruption of trade from
Canada, could be justified under the territorial claims.
*¢ If contrary tc our opinion, the land and territory
in question, were within the grant, the grant ofso
large a portion of territory as that to Lord Selkirk of
116,493 square miles, would be an abuse of the char-
ter, which might justity the interference of the crown;
because, though the company might have a right to
mzke grants of land, such grants must be for the pro-
motion of, or at least consistent with the object of the
institution ; but the grant to Lord Selkirk leads to an
establishment independent of the company, inconsist-
ent with the purposes of their instituticn, and in its
effects erecting a sub-monopoly in one person, to the
detriment both ¢f the company and of the public. The
company could confer no power to lord Selkirk to
appoint governors, courts of justice, or to exercise a-
ny independent authority, nor could they directly or
indirectly transfer their authority to him,
‘¢« There seems no reason todoubt, that offences ac-
tually
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tially commite i 'n the torriteries  and districtsin dis-
pute, where no court -+ judicatare ever has been ‘esta
blished, can in pointof jurisdiction legally be tici by
the courts of Canada, under the XLIII Geo. I11. cap.
128 3 and indecd unless this district was within the pro
visicas ¢i that act we cannot discover what territory
was mcant to be i.cluded 1n it,

¢¢ Supposing the charter of the Hudscn’s Bay com-
pany valid and thc districts in dispute to be within
their limits, we should doubt w ether the Governor
and company, have lavful power, by the charter, to
establish courts for the trial, by the laws of England,
of offences committed therein. That power the
company have never yet attempted to exercise, though
nearly 550 years have elapsed since they procured their
cherter ; but if even they should still possess this ex=
traordinary power without further authority, legisla-
tive or regal, we should nevertheless think, that no
courts there established could have actnority to try
and punish as an offence, the act of going there simply,
which if the grant were legal, could amount at the
most only toa misdemeanor, or contempt of the king’s
lawful authority, to be prosecuted at the suit of his
liajeaty.”?

(Signed) A.PIGGOTT,
Re SPANKIE,
H. BROUGHAM.

Leaden, fanuary, 1816,

A
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A separate opinion of another Lawyer in London,
of vre-eminent abilities, was also bad in January last,
which substantially coincides with the above : and
more poirted law opinions seme years ago, were
given by Messis, BEAnCrOFT and Gisss, also emi-
nent i their profession, against the validity of the
Hi:d.on’s Bay Company’s pretensions to an exclusive
right of trade,

Doctor Adam Smith also :ays, that the Hudsen’s
Bay Company have no right in law to an cxclusive
trade.

Thus, in whichever way Lord Selkirk’s preten-
sions are considered, their legality will fail to ape
pear, and he can not be allowed to judge in his own
cause, ‘To bring them, however, to the comprehena
sion of the meanest capacity, I will ask, if his Lord-
ship were to say toa person in quiet possession by
himself and predecessors for above go year:, of a

- house in Montreal, quit that house, it is built upon
my ground—whether it would not be legal and pro-
per to answer, No? Le:your Lord.hip’s claim, if
you have one, be previously determined in his Majes-
ty’s courts, and it is your bu-iness, rot mine, to
institute the proceeding. But, if instead of this, you
attempt to disposse.s me by force, I have resolved
upon, and teel myselt justifiable in making the most
decided resistance.  This is the real merit of the case
in contest, when divested of misrepresentatione

The North West Company have courted a legal
discussion
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discussion of the point of 1ight, yet none has been
brought on, although traders from Canada have an.
pually, since the conquest, gone intothe irterior, and
a number of years ago, a vessel belonging to that com.
pany entered Hudson’s Bay. '

\

They also attempted an amicable accommodation,
by liberal propofals, in order to avoid future difficul-
ties, but the negociation failed, becau-e his Lordship
required as a sine qua non, the admission of his inor-
dinate claims, according to his iuterpretation of the
Charter of the Hudson’s Bay Company ; which of
course was inadmiflible. To his Lordfhip’s obftinacy
therefore, is te be attributed all the diftreffing circtim-
ftances wi:ich have happened or may happen, from his
persisting in the application of physical torce, inttead
of legal proceedings to dccide the contefted right..

MERCATOR.
Montreal, 28th August, 1516,

10th Article of she Treaty of Utretcht, concluded
in 1713,

¢ The said most Christian King shall restore to the
‘¢ kingdom and Queen of Great Britain, to be possessed
¢ in full right for ever, the Bay and Streights of Hud-
¢ som, together with all lands, seas, sea-coasts, rie
¢ vers and pluces, situate in the said Bay and Streights,
¢ and which belong thereunto, no tracts there of land,
‘¢ or of sea being excepted, which are at present possessed,

&

-y
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s by the subjects of France. All which, as well as any
<< buildings there made, in the condition they now are,
¢ and likewise all fortresses there erected, either before
¢ or since the French seized tl:2 same, shall, wiihin six
“Cmonths from the ratification of the present trea'y, or
‘¢ svomer if possible, be well and trulp delivered to the
“ British subjects, having commission from the Queen of
¢ Great Britain, to d:zrand and reccive the same enti:c
¢ and undemelished, together wirth all the c:nion, Ge.
¢ [t is, bowever, provided, that it may be entirely free
¢ for the campdﬂy of Quebec, * and all other the subjects
< of the most Christian Kivg whatsoever, to g7 by land
< gr by sea, whether-oever they please, aut of :he linds of
“¢ the said bay, together with all their goods, merchan-
¢ dizes, arms ani effects, except such things as are a-
¢ bove reserved in this article. But it is agreed on
¢ both sides 1o determine wi'hin a year by Conmis:aries,
“ 10 be forthwith named by each party, the limits which
““ areto be fixed between the said Bay of Hudson, and
€ the places appertainizg to the French ; which limits
< both tbe British and French subjects shall be w! ly
“¢ forbid to pass over, or thereby to so to each other by

’¢ sea or by land.”

* Can there be a stronger proof of that company having had Traders
in the interior, an age befo:. the Huldsen’s Bay Comr v ventared out of !
sight of the Bay ! '
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For the Montreal Herald.

MR. GRAY,

In the last Herald, I observed a eommunication
in answer to mine, dated 28th August, inserted in the
former number, in which I am stated to have asserted
a direct falsehood. Ideny the charge, and re-assert
that the Jasis ot Lord Selkirk’s ultimatum, other-
wise, sine qua non, for an accommodation with the
North West Company, was substantially, as stated by
me, and was so understood by them at the time, as ap-
pears by their answer to his final or concluding propo-
sition, entitled, ¢¢ sketch of an arrangement between
the Hudsen’s Bay and North West Companies,” from
which the foliowing are ex:racts, viz :

¢« The North West Company have to observe, that the
4¢ basis of that arrangement, being an acknowledgement
¢ of the walidity of the Charter of the Hudson’s Ba» Coma
‘¢ pany; it is inadmissible, and incapable of any modifi-
“¢ cation to which th.y can assent. It would, therefore be
$¢ useless to take up his Lordship’s time, and their own,
S by entering upon the objectionable part of the de-
S tails , when their principle 1s denied. It is true
s that Lora Selkirk stated to Mr-—————such a basis,

¢ and equatly true, that the latter declared an arran-
C 2 , 8¢ rangement
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“¢ gement to be impracticable, if it was persisted in.’’
And in anather part of ity they say :

¢ Lord Selkirk having recurred 1o the offer of an arbi-
& tration, the North JFest Company have to answer,
“¢ thaiit affords ue reciprocity whatsocver y for as the
“ Hrdson's Bay Company claim ex:lusive rights, if those
““qere to be arbitraled uion, and decided in their favor,
s they would turnthe Novth West Company out of the
“ trade ; whereas, on the other hand, if a decision
¢ should be given avainst the Huds:n’s Bay Company,
< they would still, as British subjecis, remain entitled to
¢ equal rightswith the other ccirainy, 9 bhus, under the
€< specious exterior of an arbitration, the North West
<6 Company would Le risking a substance in pursuit of a

<« shadw.

¢ It rosts with the Hudson’s Bay Company to take, or
€ not to take, asthey see fit, measures for procuring a
<¢ Jegal decision in the regular courts af justice, upanitheir
¢« pretentions to exclusive trade, asthe commencement of
¢ such measures cannot be expecied from the North W est
¢ Company, who have for so long a period exercised and
“ enjoyed those general rights of trade, to which they lay
“ claim, and from which they will not depart, unless by
“¢ legal compulsian, o

““ Upon the whole, it is a painful reflection for the

¢ North West Company to find themselves obliged to a-
¢ bandon further negociation at present, as hopeless, and
““ 1o see that a pecuniary contest is forced upon them,
¢ which they cannot shrink from, and must continue,
€ unti?
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*¢ until the Hudson’s Bay Company shall entertain e dif-
¢ ferent view of their real interests.”’

His Lordship’s proposed arbitration by lawyers,
was indeed of a novel kind, for what mar in Lis sen-
ses would leave it to be decided by others, whether he
should lose all histrade within prescribed limits, bat
agree thcot his opponent should remain, at all events,
in possession of what he held. Inother words, torizk
all, but tc gain nothing even by possitility. 1 cail
upon the acthor cf the communicaticen, to publish the
answer, as he asserts to have been given by the agents
of the North West Comfrany, wherein $¢ 'y ob-
‘¢ served, that Lord Selkirk, cr the Hudson’s Ray
¢ Company might feel interested in having th.se
“ claims finally settled, but thae the MNerth West
<« Company were net 5o interested, ard thorefore the
¢ sinc qua non was inadmissible.”” WNow [ maictddn
that no such answer exi:ts in any patt of tocir corres-
pendence, and it he cannot predice it, he must stand
convicted before the public, of publishing a deliberate
gross falsehood.

The meanness he accuses me of, wil! attach cnly to
himself, for I have asserted nothing but truth, which
instead of misleading the public mind, tends only to
expose the misrepresentations of such sup;orters of his
Lordship’s cause, as the author of the above. As to
publisking my remarks during his Lordship’s absence,
it is of no morrent, as he has a very active and able
confidential agent on the spot ; and in respect to deli-
cacy, as none is observable in his own proceedings, he
can be entitled to little from others, In
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In my last, I omitted to remark, that the petition
for the Hudson’s Bay Charter, and the Charter itself,
expressly except all countries or territories then pos-
sessed by any Britizh subjects, or by subjects of any o-
ther Christian power or state, which exception clear-
ly excludes from the charter, the territory or country
claimed by his Lordship, it being then, and for near a
century afterwards, occupied by traders from Canada,
without interference from Hudson’s Bay traders.

MERCATOR.
Montreal, 12th Sept. 1816,

For
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For the Montreal Herald,

=2 )

MR. GRAY,

I find that I am attacked in 2 most unmerciful
manner in your Herald, by a writer under the signa-
ture of Manlius, (aliasauthor of the communication
i that of 7th September, alia: Philo Manlius, for
Proteus like, he assumes a variety of shapes) who
threatens me with loss of character, if I persist.

W ithout waiting to know the result of this threat,
he uses it a; a peg whereen to hang a most unjustifia-
ble attempt to prejudice the public mind in respect to
accusations made Ly his client, against persons, who
are to undergo a trial. Nothing said by me could
possibly furnish a reasonable excuse for such a con-

duct, but having commenced the atiack, he must ex-
pect ret.liation.

Manlius is a true disciple of the Selkirk school ; he
‘wishes tc intimidate where he cannot deceive, and to
‘misrepresent where he cannot fairly meet the truth,
The days of Robespierre hardiy exhibited a more per-
fect system of espionage, terror and deception, than is
practising by his Lordship and coadjutors. Manlius
has however mistaken his man on the present occasion,
and those threats, ipstead of stifling, will necessarily

call
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call forth in due time, some anecdotes of his Lordship,
which will render him better known to the public,

Altho’ I have to contend with an opponent, who to
judge of him by the length of his writings, is a hire-
ing paid by the yard, and habituated to make the worse
appea; the better can-e, vet I feel confident, of being
able to convince, where he can only confourd.

He pays me urintentionally a very high compli-
mint, by acting uvpon the principle that every sen-
tence I have writien, requires scores of his to over-
tu:n j elczs hy impuse upon his readers a story enve-
Joped tn such a maze cf words,

In asresition o every fair principle of reasoning,
Manlius bicins by assuming what he ought first to
prcve, and then argues, asif his a-sumed data were
admnitted. Now, I deny the whole data from whence
he d¢raws his conclusicns, and until these be settled,
his arrogant 2ad high sounding logomachy is worse
than u.:less,

I asserted, and I re-assert, that the claimed mono-
p-ly of Trade in the Hud-on’s Bay Company, is iile-
gal ; because the crown could not, w.thont the sanc~
tion of Parliament, grantsuch exclusive right, and in
proof cf it, T (with other matter) adduced the
fact, that that Company was so sen-ible of this, that
they applied for and obtained a parliamentary confir-
mation of their charter for seven years, which being
rever rencwed the monopoly fell to the ground.  The

preamble
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p
preamble td gna: tcmporary conﬁrz‘aai‘mn, declared the
insufficicney ef the charter, without po ‘larentary
sancticit, ad y-tythic Hudsow's Bay Company have
acted without it ever since, Now as Manlius hac
tound it convenient to pess cver ‘this tact without ne-
tice, I request him to cxgpialn, why sucli a canction
was considered by that company, zbove roo years avo,
necdful to the legrl excrcize of their girant, when
Reoyal Fower siond hish, and not te equally recessa-
¢y wow, whey that power is so quch mere cleorlr

dCﬁA ’jo

Azuin, | asseried ohd re-asseit, tiat the chartes or
grant, wheiher good or bad, never extended Tzyond
the gountry adjaccint to Hudoon’s Bay, and was espe-
ciatty, both in the petition fev it, and the actua! grang,

restiicted,y so us toexelude from i operaticn, al
lands in he occupancy of the subjects of every other
christian Prince or Statc.  And, I satsiaciorily cs-
ablishad, that the French werc in the o‘_c‘zl,hncj by

discovzry, and commercially of the country ia dispute
viz. the red River &c. which consecuently wre, oo
facio, excluded from the charter : also in a tionai
proof of that exclusion, [f¢uoted the clause of e trea-
ty of Utrecht, having reicreace to Hudson’s Buy,
which establisiizs ta a certainty, that a line of boun-
dary there, wae to have been draw:, but which beis;
never done, ea:h country retaiped what was covered
by its ccmmercial occupancy, viz. Great Britain, the
coasts of the Bay, and France the interior, until b5y
the conquest of Canada, and the treaty of peace in
1763, the whele merged in Great Britain, Tn conse.
D cuence
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quence every British subject became entitled to prose-
cute through Canadz, the Indian tr2de, which French
subjects previously enjoyed ; and the Hudson’s Bay
Company cou'd legally claim ro privilege in t' e trade
throv ¢l the Bay, but what they eninycd befere that
irzaty, and which never extendrd yo mies from tne
cea t. whereas the Red River country cepimences
at above moo mi'es distarce therefrom j and there is
a n.corious preof of prior French cccupancy in the
fact that there were French Missicnaries in that quar-
| ter, whieh Manlius ungoardedly admits, and thereby
furrishes a weapnn against his own doctrines, He
it dedeed sec! bimselr hard driven for argument,
wien be compliing of me for deriving the present
rights ot Entis’> cubjects to trade in the Indian territo-
ry, throu h Frenchxen ;5 but the absurdity of this
comglaint becomes .aanitest, when it is known, that
the prescat tidde to every toot of land held in Canada,
upor grants moade prior to 1763, must be derived
thrcugh th: same source,

fe also pretends astonishment that I should de-
ny the Royal Prerogative in respect to charters. I an
far trom contesting the King’s just rights, and I am
per-uaded, et ashigh a value upon them as Manlius;
but i contend, that the Crown neither did, nor could
grant ¢ tountry which was nct its own at the time.

/Ay idess on constitutional rights are founded upon
thusz sterling bases of principle and practice that will

not berd te suit the conveniency of any adventuring
Projectir, vlieiher he shall appear in the guise ol a
, . . .

‘and joboer, or a dealer in muskrats, and who may

think
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think that by %:is previous rank, he is to brow beat his
Majesty’s other subjects, and set their rights at d:fi-
ance.

The North West Company, from the commence-
ment, having denied Lerd Selkirk’s usurped claim to
the Red River countrv, and having by themsel-
ves or predecessors in trade been in commer-
cial possession of it since the conquest, and the French
subjects for near a century betore. What is the
course that a man of real humanity (net that cpuri-
ous deceptive species of it, which consists in jmere
professions contradicted by his practice) would have
adopted on the occasion. Assuredly to bring that
claim before the legal tribunals, and get a decision
thereon, before a life was risked in te support of pre-
tensions so unequivocally untenable and unjust. No,
this would not suit this canting pretended philanthro-
phist.” Heaven and earth must, forsooth, bend to bis
purpcse, and those who do not chuse quic:ly to submit
to his dictates, at the risk of utter ruin to their long
established concerns,, must be turned off by {orce, afe
ter being first piflaged.

Having pointed out the futility of his claim to the
couutry in contestsl 1 goon to prove, that Miles
McDonnell, who styled himself a governor, never
was such ; and further. that he was, and is legally in-
capacitate! from becoming one. It is immaterial at
present to inquire ' ho authorised this Miles, to dis-
grace the character of a governor, by affecting to as-
sume tuat title to cover his depradations. Every body

\ D 2 knows
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kuows thoe he wasnw a iing’s Goverro,, ut all may
not krow, that were he evera cowernor by legaily
autherised picprietory appoint:w 24, he could not law-
fully cuceute one acty, without thz kig's wpproval,
sor withont first taking the cathis prosoctbed by law,

tor porerners of plantaticns ane clonles,

These wre-requisites 1o the izl norcise of power,
arc ex: restiy regquired by wioact passsidin the reign of
AT S P N
g Wik, andin the varicty ofoains o Lo fuken
by governcrs, s Shat azainsi freasueiiantictisz, which

tne fmpos o Ales, being a stunich Roran Cotho.

O

\ -
'

ficy curdly did net take, as § have pever-heard cof &is

e [ 1.1, A PN ANPR N £.701,
IRTCAN I JARMNIE AN ¢4 ph‘.’ll!*. roeCaniniten L,‘f ta3al Talin.

1 os tieawise Idanties, wivo Dulds the cpinions of
wnglish Counscl insuch touizmot, wiciner he is Ag-

orant I th
wnat a foursatiun tdiswhoreon to® “'xld hiz
gant ond cert conceited dicta j or if te bpennt 1gnorant'
of 1ty whtt reprabition docsnat his eriminal conceal-

ment of racts so {impoitant, c.:ssr‘;:', fer uncn Mr.

Ditles” buing a prerenddd wthcrized governer,
is Goticined the rebberies by him, first committed, ani

cicce f2llowed up by coverner Semple and others of

s0iz’s Azonts, but whicn have been <o far cut
doze by himself lately at Fort Willianm, that the teats

of Carcouclic are quitc thrown ins tie back gesunds

b3’ nolawyer, inic rm Mailics, that the
15t grant a dispencation 162 govere
nor, tweomic the suzh of transiistantiatic:, ror could

any



Ly authority do s, short of @ specialact of the impe.
rial parlament,

To obviate all doubts, Lhowever, upon (his sunjedi,
I taxe ieave 1o menticn, 45 a casezin proof, that whan

the government of this rrovinee s adminiitered b7 a

counsellur, it i5always by the senior protestant cne,
who must first take the prescribed oaths, and nzver by
a Kemon Catholic, altho’ he may be cenior to the

”Jther.

Such isthe law, whizn could notbe otherwise, whilss
the crown is worn by a Protestant only, aniin con-
sequence his representative must be of the same re-
ligtone

Yetin theteeth of all these legal imp-limients to
the possibility of Miles being a goverror, dves Lo darz
to issue out proclamations in that afflumed character
not soinnoceni as Sancho Pancho’s 5 bat to prohibit an
1814 the sending of provisins out of the Red’ River,
and then he scized upon these or the North West
Company, by an armed fcree, thus comrnic: Cing 2 sys-
tem cf p:ilage 3 and lce it be observed thait tne provi-
sions su taken, were the produce of trads with indet
pendent natives, being the flesh of wild animals kided
Dy them in hunting,and n~i a particle therecfacquired
by te Jaber er time of a colonist. -

Thc Red River colony originated in avarice, has
heen prosecuted in deception and frax'r' and must cud
in disgracing the character of a Briti b ncbleman. IV

"
peave



have proved that the country where Le placed his co-
lonists, is not within the Fudson’s Bay grant ; yet, re-
vertheless, he set down his people there without leave
from the native Indians upun iheir lands, t» which
their title had never been extinguisicd ©y purchase,
and for which he never gave them ore tarthing, which
i rather a strange sampl: of his philanthropic desire
to improve their conditicn, znd copied ficm American,
not British practice,

The king’s proclamation of 1763, quoted by Man-
lius, is conclusively against him. It express purpose

asto prohibit all ,urchas.s of Indian lands by other
authority than that of governmunt, and to interdict all
colonization within Indian territory, but had no re-
ference toaiy establishment for trade, it being well
known, that one of the prevailing motives which in-
dnced “Zreat Britain to insist upon tie cessicn of Ca-
nada, v.zs to get the fur tide ; con:equently, it is a
complete absurdity tn pretcid, that a prociamation
could be iscued, t5 prevent that trace from being
afterwards prosccuted.

As to Manlius’s cbservations about the ipjury in
point of morals, sustained by persens in that trade, if
they have any fcrce, they alike apply to the Fudson’s
Bay asto the North “We-t trade. It is, hcwever,
puerile to enter into discussions about the re spective
merits of professions or pursuits inlife. Individuals
in a free country, arz lett tomake theirown choice,
and it would bc el to argue that manufactures and

+ - vigation shou!d be put down or discuuraged, be-

cause
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cause those who are employed in theis, do not stand
the highest in the scale of morality.

The system of licenses for Indian trade was follow-
ed for a timc, but being found to be grievously abused,
and made a handle of for favoritism, partiality, and op-
pression, in the distribution, they were abandoned, and
all nis i{ajesty’s subjects put upon the same footing,

As to his Lordship’s tender regard for the health of
the Indians, in respect to the use of strong liquors, it
is ot a par with his respect for their iz.d 1ig=ts, for
be it known, that about the time he and others were
canting in London upon that subject, he was by wéy
ct takirg timz by the forelock, proposing to the North
West Company, to furnish them with high wines for
their trade, which he expected tc get from his settle-
munt at Baldoon, on the river Sinclair, which has chief-
ly been since abandoned, after disgusting his people
there, and quarrelling with his agent Mr. Alexander

McDonnell.

Were his colony at Red River to take root, the dis-
tillation of surplus grain and potatoes (if they ever had
any) would be one of his first objects, and thus spirits
would be put within the Indian grasp by its direct
vicinity, Whercasit is well known, that the im-
mense distance of the North West from Montreal, is
a physical preservation of the Indians there against a-
ny incrdinate supply or use of spirituous liquors.

I shall conclude for the present with maintaining,
that



{nat in every ins.=nce, bis lordship and uis peopie
Lave Lc::: he sgoressors 3 and it wiil astonish the
worl! to learn, thathe who has been accusing all the
partness of 1hc North West Compuny, :'hom he
could luv hic hands upon, of high treason, felony, and
rurder, shouid some time after he arrested aad sent
:iem away in custody as prisoners from Fort William)
repoce to the clerks of tuat company, left behiad

there, to leave all matters of complaint i bothr side:
to arbitration, thereby proving, that either Le did r-
pelicve a tittle of his accusations, or that *5r thz fur-
theranee of his owi nrivie purpos s, he was willir

o lay aside s duty as a mag:stiae, and compou:;t
anose wllvdged cnnmice wad olfences.  This precious
proposal of documert 1s it hisow= hand writing, and

;dgnzd by him el

i ere is net vponrecord, such an instance of the
pr:-sﬁ‘mtim: of puulic authority to perscnal i.teres:
an] p‘ valc vengeance, o3 in the proceeding of his
Lo echipat Fort Wiiliam, aided by aband of armed
-,i(rsperado‘», the c2ploymcent of whom will create ama-
wement, and a correspending sensation in England.

MERCATOR,

Niomgpealy g Oct, 18154,

Fer
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" For the Montreal Herald.

MR. GRAY,

It was not my intention to have occupied any of the
columns of your Herald this week, but the palpably
gross and infamous falsehoods of the hireling Manlius,
in thatof last week, respecting the conflict at Red
Riverin June last, demands immediate exposure.

Being retained by Lord Selkirk, he apparently con-
siders himself privileged to disregard the truth, if he
can thereby serve the cause of his client, by leading
astray the public mind. The public, however, should
be on their guafd against the preductions of a con-
cealed venal pen,

Truth willleak out, even under the most artful
and studied misrepresentations, as it is evident by
Manlius’s cwn shewing, that Lord Selkirk’s people
were the zggressors. He adnris, that Colin Robert-
son, on bis return with new colonists in 'Ssptember
1815, en ered and searchzd, in virtue of a warrant, the
North West po«t at the Furks, upon the pretext of
looking for arms; but he omits to say by whose war-
rant this was done, and also to state that Duncan Ca-

E meron
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merom was then arrested, and some time kept pri-
suner,

H- zlsn admits, that in March 1816, the said North
West }ost was a- ala assailed and destroyed or pulled
d:wn, aud Comer n again made prisoner, and sent to
England, via H dson’s Bay ; but it isinconvenie:t for
him to add th:ta g.:antity of merchandize, &c was
seized. ave fift: packs of furs and skins of the North
F st Compazy s, thentaken t rere, and at another post,
(f-rtwo were taken and pillaged in March) were alse:
sent ta England by that route, d >ubtless out of pure re-
gard to the preservation of the Ncrth West Compa-
ny’s property. Here, a second time, his Lordship’s
people are the acknowledged aggressors. |

He farther admits, that Mr. Pambrun was sent by
Mr. Semplein April 1516, after these aggressions,
with instructions to the Hudson’s Bay trading Post at
Qu’Appclle, but omits to add, v -at these instructions
were to seize Alexander M:Donnell's Post by surprisey
er to kidnap him, if poisible.—But, fortunately, being
on his guard, in consequence of learning what passed

below, the Hudsor’s Bay peopie there, played the
hypocrite, aud remained quict,

IT wi- it wenderfu!, that Alexander McDonnell,
artzr 2! these war ings, and after the attempts made
5y 87 le to decoy him into his power, should endea-
vour te strength n his post, ani his means of defence,
by getting aid frcm the ether North West Posts, and
mere especially as he was threatened ; and it was made

ne
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no secret, that Mr, Semple’s plan was to block him
up, and prevent all communication with the North
West Can espisiag and repassing Lake Winipeg,
which, it eff:cic, wouid have starved their people in-

to sub nissivn, from want or the provisions necessarily
reckoned upen.

McDonnell also knew, that to enforce that plan,
Semole was planting caanon to command the passage
ot the Red River, and that Lieut. Holt, a Swedi‘h
renegado (*or his Lords ip is puitial, it seems, to renc-
gadores of all natiuns; witness the desperadoes at Fort
Wi illiam, formerly i Boiaparte’s service) was prepa-
ring a small arined vessel to scour Lake Winipeg in
summ ner, with which he declared he was to give the
damned Canadians, as be styled them, such a dressing
as they little dreamt of. He also knew, from adecla-
ration of Mr. Semple, that it the North We:t Com-
pany did not give in, such a blow would be stru-k, as
would rescund from Athabasca to Montreal ; which
hasliterally been verified.

Manlius also admits, and Alexander McDonnell
krew, that in violation of all precedent, t-e North
West letters and dispatches, brought as usual from the
interior, were seized and cpened, and their contents
unblushingly madea pretext for the seizure. Thisis
con‘foundir_\g,cause and effect with a witness.  First,
rob a man, and then justify it by pretending that dis-
coveries were made by the robbery, which gave rea-
son to suspect that the person robbed intended some-
thing similar ! ! But Manlius purposely leaves you

E 2 in
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in the éark upon a material point, viz. that the Nerth
West Pest had been taken and pillaied before the
bearers cf the leiters arrived, who walked into it
witheut knowing of its capture Manlius attempts to

ake it be believed, thar this Post was taker and pil-
laced because they got information that Duncan Ca-
meron and cthers were taking measures to obtain a
force o attack tne cclonists 3 whereas the fact is, that
Alexznder McDcrnell acted upon the principle of
preparation for scif detence, the necessity fer which
be saw and felt, and the best procf is, that he never
meddled with the Hudson’s B.y Post cr people, until
afier their apprehended measures, were confirmed by
overtacts, /

The Packs he took possession of were in number and
value far inferior to those previously seized, and car-
ried off by Colin Robert.on. They were never con-
cealed, 77ey were made up a part, marked distine-
tively, a1.d put into a stcre at Fort William, separate
from the North West packs, with which they never
were mixed, and no secret made of them.

Can there be a stronger proof of the effrontery of
Manlius, than to cecmplain of a pretended offer to an
Indian Chief of a bribe, if he would intercept Lord
Selkirk’s despatches, after VIr. Semple had given the
example, But what is wo:se, he basely and faléely
states, tkat the said Chi=f was asked to murder the
peogple who carried such dispatches, ard further, that
he was cffered a large quanrity of goods if he would
lead his nation to make war, and destroy .he colony at

Red
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Red River, Toconfute this, itis rnly mecessary to
stite, that this Chief has become in the Indian style of
speaking, .0 imbecile, as to be considered an old
weman ; kas no influence in his nation, and if he had,
why employ I' dians so many hundred miles off, in-
stead of thcse at hand  The ariful maligrancy, how-
ever, cof this base and calumnicus accusation, counsists
in caying, thattiis Chicf had been solicited by some of
the North Frest Company. 1 call upon him tu name
those some, and not basely iusinuate, according to his
Lordship’s practice, that some mean all. It would
not have answered his purpose to give names, as it
would have afforded a readier ¢luc to the detection
of his falsehoods. '

Alike unfounded ic Manlius® declamat-ry rant
about the unhappy cenflict at Red River in June
]asta

Alexarder McDonnell knowing that Semple’s plan
was to starve the Nerth West people, by exclusion
from the provisions ccliected at Qu’Appelle, (for suo
canoe-men would have becn at Lake Winipegin June,
whally dependant thereon for subsistence) he deter-
min- d upon counteracting 7¢, by making an experi-
ment to open 2 communication with Lake Winipeg,
by going clear of Fort Douglas and the colony. Ac-
cc rdingly, about 50 Indians and half breeds went with
this intention, and undera positive injunction to keep
clear of the Fort and colony, which they did, by ma-
king a detour of four miles behind; along the edge of
a swamp, which prevented their keeping at a greater

distance,
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distance, and then came into the usual path by land,
at about alike distance below. Wiilst giing peacea-
bly en, a colonist or two by chance cross=d their route,
whom tiey detained, and took along to prevent infor.
mation being corveyed to the fort. At the place they
werc to encamp below, cther coicnists were found fish-
ing, who werealso detzined upen the same princiyle,
all of wham, after the action, were released wiihout

sustzining the smallest personal injury.

Mr. Semgle, ceeing frem a lock out, the detour so
made, ar.d thenceforth concluding, thatif not prevent-
ed; all his plans of starvation into submission would
prove abortive, he, in an evii hour, marched out
wi.h 28 m: n, armed in battle array, and with great
parade, He followed the Indians and  halt breeds,
who were muct scattered, being unc nscious ot dan-
ger, supposing themselves undi covered at the Fort
for of the originzl 50, twinty four had got two lea-
gues below, when they began to encamp, and the re-
maining 26, secirg themselves pursued by "an armed
force, turned round, ard retrcguded to meet them.
Manlius by tis sophistical misrepre  entations of facts,
tays that Mr. Semple called on 20 men to follow him
t: meet these people ; but the fact is, it was 10 follow
the Indians and Brulés, who had gct below his Fort
and Cclony whenTdiscovered, and 7k meeting which
ensued, was from the said In'iars, &c. fucing about,
when so pursued by a following party.

Manlius, by his sobhistry, also wi-hes it to be be-
lieved, that #hese people were abeve his colony and

Fort,
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Fort, and not below, The action, however, took
place four mile: be'ow, and this cireim tance of local
situation, crmbined with the certainty, that no= per-
sonal injury was cff1ed to any colonist or cther per-
son, but those actually in the conflict, or in arms on
the way tc join the asscilants, ar: damning facts, in
proct of S.mple's party being the aggreszors, wkich
no perjury in his Lordship’s people can overturn ;
for if the indians and half breeds meant an attack,
why did they take such pains to avoid it. The as-
serticn that they were promised as an induce.nent to
attack the colony, the violaticn of the women of it, is
basel'y- false. This needs no other refutation, than
that it is not even alleged, that any such violation took
place, when all were completely at their merey.

Exclusive of all these circumstances,. there is the
actual fact sworn to by some who were in t e action,
thatit was breught on by Semple’s violence, in atterrpt-
ing to seize Bouché, who was sent"to enquire what
the armed party wanted ; and when he escaped from
Semple’s grasp, ordering him\(Bouché) to be fired at,
which was at first refused to be done, from fear of the
consequence, until Semple repeated the order to his
party to fire, and abused them as cowards for hesita-
ting. One ball vassed close by Bouché’s ear, and a«
nother went through the blarhct «f an Indian, who
was advancing in an attitude, and with language ex-
pressive of friendship ; when finding himself thus
treacterously assailed, he threw cff his blanket, took
his gun, and then enly the action on the part of the
brulés began. One of them was killed, and another

wounded ;
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wounded ; and it is a fact that Cuthbert Grant, whom
Manlius, at a distance, so bravsly attlacks, although
fired at by Mr. Scmple, made every effort to save kim
when weunded, and actuzlly was personally endeavour-
ing tc astizt him, when the Indian above mentioned
came up, and in spite of Grant, unhappily shot Sem-
ple through the head, caliing out, you dog, you have
been the cause of all this, and shall not live, The
numbers actually engaged, were 23 of Mr. Semple’s
people, and 26 Indians and Brulés. The other 24
did not join until the conflict was decided,

It unquestionably is a subject of deep regret, and
none can deplore it more than I do, that such a dis-
tressing event should have happened at all; and fur.
ther, that those who were attacked, had not after the
victory was decided, made a moderate use of it, but
they acted under the impulse of the moment, when
their passions were warmed by that attack which they
had not provoked. His Lordship, however, isto be
considered as the grand producing cause of all, for
which, and other outrages, he will have to answer
hereafter at a tribunal where none can deceive, and

where neither bis arts, nor Manlius’s misrepresen-
tation, will avail,

There is this marked difference between his and
their conduct, that his acts broceed from cold blood-
ed deliberation in the closet,  One would be tempted
from Manlius’s writings, to suppose that he conside-
red this Peer as a person privileged to commit, at
pleasure, cvery enormity ; and that those he attacks,

are
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are not entitled to resist or complain, Lut ought tame-
ly to submit like sheep lea to iheslavabror, What
n=w system of ethics has Muaulius (alias Philo) disco-
vered, that admits of smwoothing diwn the wholesale
robbery at Fort Witliam, into amere temporary de-
tention of property? - Li thii be law, certainly the gen-
tlemen of the road, who may be h:cuitie. tried at the
Old Bailz/, for accasionuslly Sorrowing the purses of
travellers againut th:ir conssn, should suberitea
piecc of plaie to Thilo tanlios,

The correspondence of Alexander McDonncll with
M:. Sempl=, may som: day be scen by the public,
when he will be tsund  to be a very different percon
trom what Manlius represents hi-1.  He isbrother to
the gallant Colonel MDD an-ll Aid-d=-Camo to Ge-
neral Brock, who fell at Qu:ension battle, along with
that renowned officer.

I call upon Manlius to say, to widm Alexander
MecDonrnell’s letter was addres-ed, {7 which b pre.
tends to give an extract, and al.o how he (Maniius)
came by it, because if he be silent on this cubject, i:
will prove that it has beea garbled and int: rpotated
tosuit a purpose  But even as it s, it is cbvious that
it was bottomed in reristance of the evident intention
of his L::dship to destroy ti:: North Wes: Compa-
ny’s tradz, : ]

-~

Manlius writes for staoe effect, and with this view
he introducesone imon MoCiliveav, forhe mean
and indecorous purpese of naving a cut at the Honora.

F ble
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vle William McGillivray, who has smarted under his
Lordshin’s vengeance, in a manner which [ shall no.
tice hereatter. Now the fact is (and Manlius or his
icformants knew it,) that there was no Simon McGil-
livray, nor any cther half-breed ot the name of Mc-

Gillivray, at any time this year, within 3000 miles of
Red River.

Yet zfter this, NManlius talks of his conscience. If
he be the person, I suppose heis, I did think he pos-
sessed a purcone, and that no inducement could have
lfed him to pervert the truth 5 but if he be not deceiv-
ed into a belief of what he writes, by the misrepre-
senitations of others (which I would fain hope is the
case,) I mustadd, that his once fair conscience, has
become seared by his Lordship’s gold, and the win-
ning persuasions of his active, and, in other respects,
amiable Partner and representative here, who is now
acting a part out of the usual female sphere, for which
even the fullest extent of zllowance for conjugal para
tizlity and attachment, can bardly furnish an adequate
apology.—Manlius appears to have warmed himself
intoa red-hot enthusiast on the occasion ; instead of
acting as an advocate, and as is usual with enthusiasts
of all descriptions, reason is laid aside, and every
thing viewed through a false or disicrted medium.

Apropcs of Cuthbert Grant.  There is an anecdote
of kis Lordship connected with him, that evinces his
great purity and disinterestedness of conduct as a Ma-
gistrate. He sent up warrants cut and dry from Mon-
treal to Mr. Semple, against the said Cuthbert and

othe:
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other half breeds, with instructions to apprehend and
send them down prisoners, unless that they had be-
come friendly to the Colony ; thus the crime it seems
consists in the side taken, noiia the quality of the fact
committed.

Before closing the present communication, I shall
give a sample of North West humanity, in con-
tradiction to his Lordship’s calumnicus accusations.
A number of Clerks and men engaged at )Montreal
under his orders, in spring 1815, for the Hudson’s
Bay Company, by Colin Robertson and John Clark,
in all above roo, were sent up in summer, of that
year in 14 loaded canoe, (the merchandize having been
taken in at a depOt on their route) and pruceeded into
the Athabasca country, where such an unfeeling want of
precaution had been used in respect to their subsistence,
that before last winter was far advanced, the four dif-
ferent trading parties or posts, into which they had
distributed themselves, found it necessary (after a
clerk and 17 people had perished for want) to throw
themselves upon the humanity of the North West
‘T'raders for food : who (forgiving at such a moment
of distress the previous conduct of Clark and his peo-
ple) hospitably received and fed themn, whereby the
lives of above eighty survivors were preserved ; who
probably by his Lordship’s instructions, are now en-
tering upon a second campaign of intended destruction
of the North West Company's trade.

This happened, too, at the time when his Lord-
snip’s agen's at the Red River, as betore mentioned,
F2 and
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and as wi'l be further seen hereafter, were maturing
plans fcr  starving into submission the whole North
West pecple.

I should not be surprised if the North We:t Com-
pany were abused by his Lordship for this zct of hu-.
manity, as it affords them such a triumph in contra-
diction to his accusations.

I shall at this time conclude with another decicive
proof of the falsehood of Manlius’s statement of the
Red River battle, that long afterwards, his Lordship
as mentioned in my last, proposed te settle every thing
by arbitration, which assurediy he would not have
dene, had he not been convinced, that his pecple were
the aggressor-, and that they provoked their own hard
fate, on the unhappy occasion.

1, bowever, have not finally done with his Lordship
and his cause, but induige a lively hope, that I sha'l

be enable? finally to pull off the mask from a wolfin
sheep’s clothing, -

MERCATOR.
Montreal, 17th Oct. 1816, '

For
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For the Montrcal Heralds

MEE

MR. GRAY,

The communicaiion frem me in your Herald of
the 19th inst. kaving been sut of (Be churse that T a:
first prescribed to myselif, I now resume the prose-
cution of my original intenticns,

The subjects hitherto discussed by me, have it
substance related

1st. To the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Ccemmer-
cial and Territorial rights, claimed in virtue of their .
charter of 1670, whereby they pretended to convey
117,000 square miles of country, (wnich izciuded the
Red River) to Lord Selkirk,

2d. His Lordship’s pretended :ight in virtue of
that conveyance, and

3d. The procedure of himself and agents, by him
zalied’ governors, consequent upon such conveyance.

The question of commercial monopoly has been
disposed of by the fact of the non-renewal of the act
’ of
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of p:'.rlian*‘ent which confirmed their charter only for
seven years, and thencefrom that moropoly legally
ceased.

/

The question of territorial right, eitiicr in the Hud-
son’s Bay Company or his Lordshi», to the Red Ri-
ver country, is completely ncgatired and set at rest,
by the authorities I have produced, and by those no-
ticed in the able remarks of a Commorer and a Briton,
and of }Vindex, to both of whom I am vnknown, and
of each ¢f whom I am in like manner ignorant ; but
when truth is the object of research, ticre will neces-
sarily be, without a commuricaticn of ideas, a great
coincidence of sentiment.

It evidently appears from what they and T have
written, that the king of Great Britain never had, or
Jretended to have a right to the Red River, prior to
ihe treaty of peace of 1763. That therefore no title
thercto was, or could Le conveyed tothe Hudson’s Bay
Compony by their charter of 1670, nor by any pos-
sibility could a legal grant of it be by them made to
Lcerd Selkirk, as the charier contained a positive ex-
ception of all countrics possecsed by the subjects of any
foreign Christian Prince or State ; that in conse-
quence their and kis appointment of governars of the
Ned River Countrywas illegal ; that such governors,
even if they had had a legal territory to govern, ne-
ver had thelegal requisites for such an appeintment ;
arnd finally if they had possessed such requisites, they
never qualified themselves for the discharge of the du-
ties of the office, by taking the necessary oaths.

Having
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Having irrefragably established the complete in-
competency of the mock governor, Miles McDonnell,
I have to add that thelike attached to the mock Go-
nernor in chicf Robert Semple, in respect to Lis ha-
ving no legal territory to govern, and to his never
having been allowed or approved of by his Majesty ;
as also of tis never taking the oaths cf office, to which
however, hisreligion was no impediment, as I be-
lieve he was a Protestant, '

I have alse to add, that any tiide pretended to be
derivable from the circumstance of the Hudson’s Bay
Company beinrg mentioned in acts of Parliament,
Proclamations, or Treati s, is rendered nugatory from
this consideration, that ncthing is therein said, either
in confirmation or abolition of their Charter, nor is
ttere one word cxplanatory of its territorial limits ;
so that the whole remains unaltered upon its origin-
al foundaticn, the same asif such acts, proJama.
tions, or treaties had never existed.

Thus vanishes int» air, Lord Selkirk’s Aigh sound-
ing pretensions fo the Red River sovereignty and rights
of soil ;~—With these mu .t go his accusations of high
treason, &c. founded upon his alledged title :—~And
he now appears in his true character-of an usurper of
the lands ot the Natives, not cor'y without title or
purchase, but against the king’s pasitive prohibition
by proclamation in 1763.—And also as a fell tyrant,
presuming upon impunity, from his personal rank,
for the oppressions exercised against his inferiors.
And thus the acts of himself and the mock governars,

‘ instead
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instead of being as his advocates wculd wish to have
th=m helieved, mere venal trespasses, are real acts of
pillage and robbery, in justificaticn of which, he has
not one inch ¢f lcgal ground to stand upon.

I defy Ufanlins, =rnd his colleagues, to overturi
what I have e.:asiizhed, and inthe mean time, I call
apen them tosiate, at what time the appointments as
svernore of Mr Sempie and Mr. 3iles McDonneli
ere confinzed | by ii> Majesty.—And where, and by
whor, the vaths cuj-incd by common and statute
faw to be talen by governors of colonies and planta-
tiens, wore ad™in sx‘ered to them, if they wili against
svidence persist in calling thom governors.  These are
fom> qu.atitns, and nct o be got rid of or answered

by.well-reended perinds, and common place forensic

(@}

assertrang andg ne

My readers must forgive me for recurring to the
same s::‘:jcc%, tecause the most material part of the
real merits of ti2 matters in dispute betiveen Lord
Seikirl: and the Norih West Company, rest upon
the validity cr invalidity of the territorial grant to his
Tord:hip, and of the appointments of the aforesaid
mock governers, with the legality or illegality of their
crndact at the Red River in forcibly seizing and pil-
lawing Pronert” there, belonging to the Ncrth Wes:
Comparny,

I now proceed to give a short history of his
Lord bip’s ¢.lonizing and traficking projects, which
rave been the source of so much individual distress

and
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and public discussion, first premising, how super-
latively sordid must be the avarice ot that man,
who could descend from the high rank of a Peer, to
enceaveur to take the bread cut of the mouth: of a
thousand, who kad no other dzpcndance but their ine
dustry, And who could dcliberately throw into this
community to serve his private vicws, the fircbrand of
disunion, discord, an.” perconal animosity, which may
out-iive bis existence.

Many years ago, he came to Canada, through the
United State:, which h= probably visited as Anglican-
ussays, in order to find ot an asylum in ¢ precarious
¢« times,”’ tu retire to incase of need : for at thai pe-
riod the democrats asserted that Great Britain was
going to ruin, Or more probably he came through
those States to be initiated in the mysteries of Jand
Jjobbing, and making of land pitches.

Upon arrival at Montreal, he was more than well
received, and treated by all engaged in the Indian
trade, from whom he sought and obtained information
about it, and especially that of the North West,

Every one readily supplied the whole extent of the
information he possessed, with that unbounded con-
fidence which a requzst from a ‘Pee: of the realm, and
a Legi-lator, in respect to commercial subjects, natu-
rally inspired ; for none coull have dreamt that all
would be carefully and treacherously treasured up to
be applied at a future day to his own advantage, and
the destruction of the means of livelihood of the in-
formants.

G He
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He then learnt, without reservation, the strong and
the weak points of the North West trade, in respect to
competition with the Hudson’s Bay Company : and
on his return to Great Britain, set about making his
discoveries available to his private interest, which is
the polar star of all his projects.  Accordingly, he and
his friends purchased Hudson’s Bay strck tosuch an
extent, as to acquire the virtual, if not real manage-
ment of their conceins, as he flattered them with the
hope, if not certainty, of his being able completely to
put down their competitors of the North West,

Having foind that the Red River country furnished
the wild animals from which the subsistence of the
North West canoe-.cen, to and from the interior, was
chiefly derived, he consequently considered, that if he
could contrive a specious pretext for seizing that coun-
_ try, e could in duc time exclude the North West
Company from it, and the loss of their general trade
must follow. Hence the origin of the :ystem which
has since been so pertinaciously prosecuted.

Having in his youth, studied some law, he was fer-
ile in expedients, if not chicanery, and hit upon that
of getting the Hudson’s Bay Company, to give hima
gratuitous grant of 117,000 square miles of country,
which however was no great effort of generosity n -
those to whom it never belonged. Mightily pleased
with a project, that was to transfer to them the whole
of the North West trade, they did not enquire rigidly
into their capacity to grant, as his Lord:hip, doubtless
said, according to his present favorite maxim, when

want
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want of legal authority isurged to him against any
measure, 5 [ will take the responsibility upon mysclf”’
His Majesty’s mintsters had their hands too full of o-
ther more important concerns, to trouble themselves
with maki~genquiry intothe merits of this bare faced
juggle; for such a knack has his Lordship at deception,
that he actually persuaded them to furnish him with
cannon, small arms, and ammunition, during the late
war, upon the pretext of defending the Hudson’s Bay
people (forone part of his project was to furnish ser-
vants to the Hudson’s Bay Comnany) against the A-
mericans, altho’ his Lordship well knew, that gener-
ally speaking, there was nct an American in arms
within two thousand miles of the Red River, or near-
er to it at any time during the war, than those who
afterwards under General Hull, made free with his
Lordship’s sheep at Baldoon, many of which tie
North West Company were instrumental in recovei-
ing for him. Or those Amexicans who at Ste. Ma-
1y’s destroyed the property of that company out cf re-
venge for their active assistance to Government on all

occasions whilst the war lasred,
/

Miles McDonnell was appointed by his Lordship to
govern the first colonists who arrived at the Red River
in summer 1812, so ill provided, that had it no: been
for assistance in provis:ons and otherwise, the en-
suing winter, ifforded by the North West Company’s
people, they would have starved. This nicknamed
Governor was so sen ible of this that he wrote a letter
of thanks, wherein he stated that his people had ex-
perienced. more kindness from the servants of the

62 North
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North West than of the Hudson’s Bay Comgany.
He loudly pretended a strict neutrality between the
two concerns, and that there was no intention of med-
dling with the trade of either.

This lulled the Northi West people into 2 fatal se:
curity. Little did they suspect whom they had to
deal with, or the extent of his views ; for this wor-
thy disciple of his Lordly master, of cotrse, in confor-
mity to instructions, acted exactly the part. of the
Snake and the Husbandman ; for aiter being warmed
into life, by the indiscreet humzniry of the North
West partners, clerks, and people, he began to un-
fold himself ia Spring, and by degrees as he felt more
independent of their aid, irstead of the style of 2 sup-
plicart ang friend, assumed thatof a haughty master,
taking the name of governor, and requiring every
thing to be first brought to him for refusal, as the
representative of Lord Selkirk, who as the landlord of
the country, he said had a right tc the whole produce
of the soil. This began to open the eyes of all,
wkether traders, Indians, or half-breeds, still how-
ever they temporized, altho’ a breath at that time in
th- way of advice, would bave dissipated the treac)-

ercus intruders,

I say, fortearance after that became weakness, and
encouraged the insults and injustice afterwards expe-
rienced,

I would have held openly this language, which
could be justified in the sight of God and my ceuntry,

¢ Natives
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< Natives and proprietors of this soil,—you see that
¢ a band of intruders have arrived {who but for you
¢and us would have starved) not toirade and admi-
¢ nister to your wants by a fair exchange, but to de-
¢ prive you of that soi' (without giving you even any
¢ consideration for it) whereon you drew yuur first
¢ breath, and wherein lye the bones of your anc.-tors,
¢ Beware how you admit into your country, a land
¢ jobber, or a cultivator of the soil ; or ycu arc une
¢ done, as an independent people. Look at what has
¢ happened amongst oth:r nations of Indians; by a si-
¢ milar proceeding of the Americans, T vy drive the
¢ nations from place to place, after seizing their lands
¢ in succession, until they become wanderers without a
¢ country of their own to hunt in, unlcss out of pity to
¢ their helpless state, some other I:dians give them
¢ the use of a part of thcir hunting grounds, wrich in
¢ time share a like fate. This praoctice, my friends,
¢ is far differcnt from that of yeur Great #ather, the
¢ King, who sanctions no injustice against bis red
¢ children. He has exprescly prohibited your coun-
¢ try from Oc¢i o encroached upen by colvuization,
¢ and has never acked you to cede itto him, nor has a-
¢ ny other the right to purchase it. Ths man who
¢ sends these people to commence o system of spulia-
¢ tiun, is an impostor, winacts in direct oppitios to
¢ your Great Father’s irjunctions, asexpicend i ais
¢ proclamation of 1763. Therctore send one and all -
¢ who are no: traders out of yrur ceuntry, but in so
¢ doing, show humanity to those ve-ple who are the
¢ dupes of the great criminal, in this business, who is
¢ not here. Do them no bodily injury, but wari

¢ them
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¢ them against returning, else, they will instead of
¢ dupes, become principals in the attempt to deceive
¢ your Great Father, and to rob you of your hunting
¢ grounds and country.’

Instead of holding this language, however, they
still continned to suffer, until the measure of arrogant
outrage being full, (a~ will appear hereafter) Miles,
and his mock sheriff, were apprehended, and sent
down in 1815, to answer for their crimes betore the
legal tribunal, when the majurity of the colonists dis-
contented and in despair from Miles’s tyranny, and
the deceptions and kardships they had been subjected
to, determined to emancipate themselves from Red Ri-
ver slavery, and many came to Canadz, n doubt aided
in point of conveyance by the North West Company.

MERCATOR;
-Montreal, 30th Oct. 1816,

Por



For the Iiontreal Herald,

"MR. GRAY, \

Tu my last I mentioned what T would have said to
the Red River Natives, had I witnessed the lawless
preceedings of Lord Selkirk’s agents'and colonial in-
truders ; in which I would have been justified, unless
the pretended sovereign, but real tyrant of that River,
possesscs (as his actions indicate) the right of setting a-
side natural as well as muncinal law ; for by the one
I should have appealed to their aboriginal rights, and
by tht other fo the law of the land, which gave birth
to those -agents and intruders,

The law of nature gave those natives the right to
defend their persons and territory against lawless ag-
gression, The law and practice of Great Britain en-
abled them also, of right, tosay to that self degraded
Peer, produce to us the auth -rity of your Sovereignand
our Fathcr, for this claim ycu ‘'make upon our lands,
to which we have never given consent, /#ith you we
have nothing to do in respect to our sotl. Go hence, or
abide the consequences. OQur rivers being navigable,
are to us, what highways are in your country. No

man
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man has 2 right to shut them up by his own authotity
to serve his private interest. Nor have you or any
of your underlings, a right to prescribe to us with
whom w2, @ free and independent people , shall trade or
how we shall hunt. If any of us from an excess of
forbearance, and a desire to avoid extremities (ﬁnding
you have in:erdicted our intercourse with our old
friends, by the direct path, in planting great guns
upon the barks of our river and highway) snould at a-
ny time make a circuit, do net suppose it will®pro-
ceed from cawardice, or frem any doubt of our rights ;
for be assurvi, that if your people attempt to coerce
usinto submiission to your lawless dictates, we shall
resisty and then not apan us, but upon you, as the aggres=
sor, must rest the blo-d which may be shed. The
conflict which en<ued in consequence of the lawless
and arrogant conduct of Mr, Semple, in attacking a
number of prople, making a circuit round his Fort,
to avoid collisiony I have already deseribed.

I have called his Lordship’s colonists dupes ; and
well I mighe ! but after the able exposure by Dr.
Strachan of I:is deceptions regarding them, it would
be a work of supererogation to recapitulate them
here. I mucst, how o ver, observe that in point of puff
and cencealment of facts (for both are strong ingre-
dients) hiz Lordship’s prospectus for the Red River
settlement (which may be in the moon, from what is
said in tre body of it) exceeds any thing ever publish-
ed by those Quacks of notorious memory, Doctors,
Brodim and Solemon. For instance, his Lordship
sy, ¢ a tmact of land of some millions of acres in point

¢ of
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¢ of soil and climate inferior to nen~ of equal extent in

¢ British America, is now to be disposad o f, and will .
¢ be sold extrem:iy cheap, ¢naccount of its situaaiun,v
¢« which is remote ’ (so is tic moon) ¢ irom the pre-
¢ sent settlement. If a tract of tie same extent and
¢ tortility were offered for cale iy Lower Canada and
¢ Nluva scotia, purchas.rs’ (if junatic ) ¢ woa'd be ea-
¢ ger to cbtain it at an hundred or two hindred
¢ tacusand guineas, and at taat pricc wculd 1ake an
¢ ample profit in the course of a few years by retailing
it’ (at his caiculation) &c¢. ¢ again,

¢¢ As the lands in question (stil' not a ward about
¢ the actual situation) possess fupor unt natural- ad-
¢ vantages, over any which now remaie un ccupied
¢ in Nova' Scaiia and the adjacent ccliniss,” (what
colonies does he mean—those adjacent to the Red
River, or to Nuva Scotia. This equivec is not “the
result of a:cident, for this calzulating Lord never
actz withou: previovus d:*'si;n), ¢ it canaot br dermed
¢“’unreascrabdle it th: settlers in gener.d are charged
¢ for their lands at the lowest rates, which they would
¢¢ pay 1n these provinces ”’  Also, ¢ th - 'cwest price
¢ of land in the maritime colonies, when s 1d to ac-
¢¢ tual settler-, is ten shillings per acre, if sodd 5 or if
¢¢ leased in perpetuity, one shilling per acre per ane
¢ pum,”’

Now this is false, for in Lower Canada, which is
surely a maritime colony, land can be had «t at s 3d
per acre, if sold by the Sheriff, or at 2s 6d by privaie
bargain, if uncultivated. And it leased in perpetuity,

s

D : ¢ it
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it can be had at a fourth, or perhaps a tenth of what
his Lordship exacts at the Red River, where his rent
tariff is in wheat. His goodness, and indulgence al-
so is such, that the arrears which may fall due to him,
go on accumulating with interest—for his cardinal
maxim s, to get his Tenants in debt, to make them in-
dustrious, and then o keep them so, as independence
would make them unsteady and saucy. Another fa-
vorite maxim of hisis, to become the depository of
their spare cash, which in order to keep more surely
for their future benefit, his agents never had leisure to
render any azcount of.

But the best of the joke for the Noble Projector is,
that the 100,000 or 200,000 guineas worth of lands
he speaks of in his prospectus, cost him nothing ; and
therefore, if he seriously believes, or wishes others to
believe them worth one or the other sum, (for a dif-
ferenceof 100,000 guineas in his ideas, is as a drop in
the bucket ) must have humbugged his grantors, the
Hudson’s Bay Company, and concealed from them the
great secret that he now reveals to these dupes, viz.
that the amount of the profits which may arise, seems to
baffle imagination, for his Lordship having come
through the States, probably learnt what a Yankee quit
claim meass, viz. a trap laid by two land jobbers or
jugg ers, when they have no title to give the appearance
of one, to cheat some ignorant third party.

As h's Lord-hip’s Paradise was to be sold ¢ extreme-
ly cheap, on account of its situation, which is remote from
the present setilements, why did not he at once honestly

and
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and candidly say, that the lands were at the Red River,
above 600 miles distant from Hudson’s Bay, by which
alone they could be approached frocm, or have an out-
let to the sea, through British territory. That such
6oo miles were through shallow and dangerous rapids,
with numerous dragging and carrying places, That
such bay isopen barely six weeks in the year, for ex-
ternal navigation. That the lands are 1500 miles dis-
tant from any part of a British province, at present
settled, or susceptible. of settlement. That the
intermediate space is occupied by Indians. That the
soil of the Red River lands belongs to Indians, and
not to the noble Lord ; as also, that the king not only
did not recognize, but prohibited the settlement of
lands not ceded to him by the natives ; and that the ex-
pence of transport from this land of promise to Great
Britain, or to Canada, would exceed the worth of the
agricultural produce ; and finally, that his Lordship’s
Red River sovereignty, had no real agricultural out-
let, even in prospect, but by the river Mississipi,
through the United States, the government of which
claimed much, if not ally of bis Lordship’s new Canaan,
and by possibilit; might obtain it ; consequently, the
colomists would in one shape or other become lo-t
to their country, for the purpose probably of enabling
this noble cosmopolite 0 bedge and establish in future
“¢ precarious timesy”’ a place of refuge, or an asylum for

himself.

Had such been fairly explained, his Lordship would
have been blameless as to his colonists, although still
unjust to the natives. A4s it /s, his present conduct is
deserving of reprobation in every sense. By what

o) fatality
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fatality is it, that those philanthropists, par profession,
suchas Mr. Wilberforce, have never opened their eyes
to, or voices against Iadian oppre sion, whether of na.
tive or American growth  Why run to Africa only -
in search ot adventures, when they had co lordly
an oppressor nearer home ? Very possibly his Lord-
ship is a speculative member of the scciety for emanci-
pation of t*e blacks, whilstheisa practi"’l torment-
or and enslaver of whitesand reds. Such incongrui-
tics ho vever are not uncommon,

Marlius says, that one of his Lordship’s objects in
col nization, was to introtuce the Enclish laws into
tac North West, and in preef of his sincerity, we
find that at Red Riwr, ia the Indian territory, he be-
gan by violati mg the first Jaw of nature, that of self-
preservation, for by the code oft/m King Tom, itseems
that no man, when attacked in person or property,
oughtto defend eicher ; and tnat his colonists, although
kidnapped by the false represent:tions of himself or
agentv, nad (like negiue :laves) no right to e¢hange
‘their master-, as probably partof his code was borrow-
ed {rom Russia, where the boor goes with the soil,
Tor once, at the Red River, his worthy deputies,
Miles and A:chibald McDonnell, langhed at them,
and in deriion, seid, ysu may as wed attempt to scale the
AMian, as to escape from hencz ; wtich translated into
plain E- glish, means, from bis Lordship’s colonial bourne
no traveller, in the shape of a settler, shall ever re-
turn. Look, s.y they, at the cannon we bave planted

1o stop your egress, and then be wne, and suffer in si-
Tence,

After



61

After this, can it be wondered at, that men born
with British feelings, should revolt at such tvrannical
insult and injustice, and determine to emancipate

- themselves, by throwing the engines of their cppres-
sion into a river or luke, for ought I know. Could a
free negro, kidnapped into a situation of slavery, be
blamed for doing the like with his pretend-d master’s
thumb SCTews and neck yokes. And yet thisis the o-
vert act By which the crimes of tigh treason and fe.
lony (of which many ore ascused by King Tom)
are to be establiszed, as having been committ.d with-
in his sovercignty ; for I d» not believe 1cis even se-
riou:ly alledged, thatany of tie accus:d meddied with
any thing, but the arms employed to enferce a conti-
nuation ot their subjugaticn, under hardships and pri-
vaticns extreme.

The alleged crime of murder is to be supported out
of the tact, that tis Lordship’s people fired urona
numper of perscns, (whether whites, reds, or naife
breeds, is immatecizl to the question of law or right
who studiously endeavored to avoid them, but when
pursued and attacked, returned the fire.

Another proof of ! is Lordship’s wish to introduce En-
git-hlaws into the Nerth West, is aninstruction given
by kim; or by his suggs.tion, to the mock G wernors,
when a number of Irishmen were sent out to Hud-
son’s Bay ; which instructions directed them to arder
that a tree use o the shileil1h hould be made in all
thzir intercourse with the people of the North West
Company. .This was att.inpted to be put in practice

at
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fatality is it, that those philanthropists, par profession,
suchas Mr. Wilberforce, have never opened their eyes
to, or vaicesagainst Iadian oppre:sion, whether of na.
tive or American growth  Why run to Atrica only -
in search of adventures, when they had co lordly
an oppressor nearer home ¢ Very possibly his Lord.
skip is a speculative member of the sccicty for emanci-
pation of t* e blacks, whilst he is a practi§l torment-
orand ensiaver of whitesand reds. Such incongrui-
tics however are not uncommon,

Mrlius says, that one of his Lordship’s objects in
colsnizition, was to intro tuce the Enslish laws into
tac North West, and in procf of his sincerity, we
find that at Red River, ia the Indian territory, he be-
gan by violating the 'ﬁrstAlaw ¢f nature, that of self-
preservation for by the code of this King Tom, itseems
that no man, when attacked in person or property,
oughtto defzud either; and that his colonists, although
kidnapped by the false representations of himself or
agents, =ad (like negroe slaves) no right o change
their master, as probably partof his code was borrow-
ed {rom Rus iy, where the boor goes with the soil,
For once, at the Red River, his worthy deputies,
Miles and Archibald McDonnell, langhed at them,
and ia deri ‘ion, said, you may as weul attempt to scale the
Ason, as to escape from hence ; wtich translited into
rizin E- glish, means, from bis Lordship’s colonial bourne
ng traveller, in the shape of u settler, shall ever re-
“turn.  Look, say they, at the cannon we have planted

fo stop your egress, and then be wise, and suffer in si-
lence,

After
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After this, can it be wondered at, that men born '
wi-h British feelings, should revolt at such tvrannical
insuit and injustice, and determine to emancipate
themselves, by throwing the engines of their cppres-
sion irto a river or lake, for ought I know, Could a
free negro, kidnapped into a situation of slavery, be
blamed for doing the like with his pretend:d master’s
thumb screws and neck yokes. And yet thisis the o-
vert act B'y which the crimes of high treason and fe.
lony (of which many are a-cused by King Tom)
are to be establisized, as hiving been committ.d with-
in his sovercignty ; for I d> notbelieve 1. is even ce-
riously alledged, thatany of tie accuszd meddied with
any thing, but the arms employed to enfcree a conti-
nuation of their subjugaticn, under hardships and pri-
vations extreme,

The alleged crime of murder is to be supported out
of the fact, that Lis Lordship’s people fired urona
numper ot persons, (whether whites, reds, or na'f-
breeds, is immaterial to the question of law or right)
who studiously endeavored to avoid them, but when
pursucd and attacked, returned the fire.

Another proof of ! is Lordship’s wish to introduce En-
gii-hlaws into the Norih West, is aninstruction given

by him; or by his suggz.tion, t) t:e mock G wernor-,

when a number of Irishmen were sent out to Hud-
son’s Bay ; which instructions directed them to order
that a free use o the shileilah -h w'd be made in all
their intercourse with tae people of the North West
Company. .This was attciipted to be put in practice

at
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at the English river, by seeking a cause of qirarrel te
try the effect of his Lord hip’s experiment.  But the
people employed in making it having beon foiled by a
stu-d. North West Clerk, and a haudtul of honest
Canidians, who wou d not gaietly submit to tae in-
tended rcbbery, zhey went back tu M. House, the
Hudson’s Bay Clerk, (I beg his pardon, perhaps Gov-
ernor House) t: get fresh instructions.  Being in con-
sequence reinforced with a good dose of whisk~7, and
an Iadian fuzil each, he sent them back to the charge,
when another ineffectual attempt ensued, and a Mr.
Johnson, the leadzr of the Hudson’s Bay band, with
two or three others, one of whom, a Canadian in the
empley of the North West Company, lost their lives,
supposed by the Hudson’s Bay people, in the scuffle,
contusion, and intermixture of both parties ; for the
North West Clerk, Mr. Black, behaved with a cool-
ness almost unexampled, and preserved his life by
moving round with agility, and presenting his pistols
wherever he saw a fuzil pointed at him, but reserving
his fire ; and his people used the butt ends and barrels
of their pieces against their assailants’ heads, without
discharging them. Nextday Mr. House was so con-
scious of his people being the aggressors, that he
wrote to Mr. Black the North West Clerk, a whin-
ing apology for their conduct, and (poor Johnson be-
ing no more) pretending they had acted contrary to
orders. His Lord:hip has been quite silent about this
Shilellah experiment.

Another proof of his great respect for English léw,
is, that he first lays hold of property not his own, and

then
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then searches for a pretex to reaia it, which he pro-
bably learat at jadou:g, near tic place of his aativity,
where th= aacient practice was said :0 h:ve prevailed
some cepturics agn, of hanging a man first, tor the
sake of saviugtime, and trying him afterwards at lei-
sure, |

This was in the language of those lawless days, cal-
led Feddart Fustice. 1 wonder that Manlius, instead
of attempting 10 justify the robbery at Fort Willhiam,
as a mere tenfcrary defention of property, did not hit
upon its being a forced Loan, i the Bonaparte stile, as
his Lordship’s finances probably get low.

Thus the precedents fer his.Lordship’s Red River
Code, are from any where, and every where, but En-
gland. Inceed bis regard for English Laws (as exem-
plified in his practice) resembles nothing so much as
Bonaparte’s ci-devant love for the Americans. It is
Ligh time to revert (o the proceedings of bis Lordship’s
Satellites at Red River.

Miles, during winter 1812—173 being there first,
was (as betore mentoned) with timself and set-
tlers, kepi from starving by Nerth. West humauity,
Ee was then as meek asa lamb of tre breed of Kirke’s
in Jar cs the 2d’s time but next spring he began to
to show the cloven foot, Ly assuming the title of a
governor, andrequiring the pre-emption f all produce
of his great Lord’s land~, whether caught by the na-
tive Lords of the s0il, or raised by the intruders.

In
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In winter 1813-14, the cclony had had an accession
of strength by families who landed at  Chnrchili Fort
the seasrn before, tho late to . et on by water, ev.n to
York Fort. They were in astate ever more mise-
rable than thos¢ of the former year,

In that winter, intelligence rezched Red River, that
tve Americars had tzken our flect upon Luke E ie, as
also Detruit in bept. 1813 ; consequently as the North

Nest Company’s rescurces in provisions or supplies
frous that guerier, would next spring probably becut
if, this was the time to strike the finishing blow against
that Cemipany’s tiage, according to his Lordship’s
plan ard instru: ciiens. From this moment the veil

was laid aride.  The Morth West Clerks were at-
tempted to be inveigled from the intere t of their en-
ployers, by representing them as ruined by the war,
which succccded with a wretch named Pritchard,
whese lifz was saved by the exertions of a North
West erzsgé, inthe cenflict of June 186 Miles
Eo)ld ort to the North West men, that recistance to
hi, power was useless, as ¢n account «f the war in
Caralda, they nced expect no aid or redief,

Fre laid hald of provisions sending to the North West
Posts. He threatened the pour ignorant servants of that
Cempany, and made seme of them swear fo remrain
inactive in any contest which might cccur, and others
he ewore to divulge, where their employers’ property
ka been sccreted from his grasp,  Atone tizre he de-
niew his dependence upon the government of Canada,
at another he surmoned the North West Company’s
people vetere him, as a Magistrate of the Iudian ter-

ritory
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ritory dppointed in Canada, just as suited his caprice
or his purpose.  Atother times, he wou! i thrzaten to
condemn and put to death any ous who :chould resist
his authority.

In January 1814, he is"ued his famous or infamous
Proclamation for an Embargo of provisions. In May
he notified all the North West people to abandon
their trading posts and his Lordship’s territory. 1In
spring 1814, he erccted batteries on tae Red River,
and fircd upon, and brought tes b ats and cances of the
North West Company, and took out of them the pro-
perty they contained, which he szcured in his Lord-
ship’ssiores. At length Miles, in the plenitude of his
power, and ¢¢ hour of his extreme insolence,’’ appoint-
ed one Spencer, a Hudson’s Bay Clerk, to be a mock
Sheriff, and issued a warrant authorizing and com-
manding him to seize the North West Pust at the ri-
ver La Sourie, where a large supoly of nrovisions had
been collected. This he did by an armed force, first
cutting down the pickets, and then seiz’'nz the whole
of thz provisions so collected, which were carried off
for the use of the colonists, Part were aftcrviards
given back, when a superior force of Nurch West
people arrived at Lake Winipeg, wh depended upon
them for subsistence, and would not have submitted to
starvation, but this partial resturation doss not alter
the complexion 2t the case,.or excuse the original rob-
bery ; it is however a manifest proof of the forbearance
of the North West Company, for nothing short of a
restitution of the whole should have satisfied them,
Tt not firing upon the mock Sheriff’s party when cut-

I ting
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treme forbearance, were it not, that when the honest
Canadians inside, called for arms to defend the pro-
perty of their employers, the traitor Pritchard (pre-
viously gained over) handed them fu-ils without am-
munition. This fellow afterwards went off from
Montreal into Lord Selkirk’s service, after many pre-
vious piotestations of fidelity and attachment to his

forimer employers.

Miles McDorznell’s conduct thus becoming so outra-
geously insupportabie from repeated robberies, war-
rants were issued tor the arrest of his Sheriff and of
himsclf, who were both brought down to Montreal,
the year following, to stand tr.al for their felonies ; but
his Lordship, with his accustomed contempt of the iaw
of the land, took them up to Fort William last spring,
and has kept them :here, or sent them into the interior
in his service, aitho’ under recognizances toappearat
the criminal term here in Septemnber last.

MERCATOR.
Montreal, 7th November, 18.6.

ROR
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MR. GRAY,

My last communication closed with the feats of the
impostor governcr Miles and his sheriff, arnd their
conszquent arrest, and conveyance to Lower Canada,
to answer tor their crimes, [ asserted at the outiety
that Lord Selkirk —his pretended governors—agents,
and people, were on all occasions the aggressors against
the N. W, Company, besides his being totally devoid of
legal right totheterritory usurped by him ;and the truth
of thisassertion,and that want of legal right have bzen
established in 2 manner indisputable ; nor has any see
rious answer, or document been produced in support
of his Lordship’s usurpation, or of his colonists being
meddled with, anterior to his own and their violent
aggressions,— For in winter 1812-13, Miles and his
people werc kept from starving by the Nurth West
Company’s peoples In winter 1813-14, he basely at-
tacked his benefactors by proclamation, by capture of
their forts, otherwise trading posts,-or f::ctories, and
plundering them of provisions ; and in Spring 1814,

- by notifying all the North West traders to quit their

12 ’ posts,
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posts, and depart from his Lordskip’s usurped ter.

ritory.

Alj these facts let it be remembered, (and it is a
wnost decisive one in confutation of tae p lan alledged
;0 have been corcerted against his Lordship’s colenyj
took place above two years before the pretended col-
ony was broken up by the act of the colonists them-
seives, impatient at the slavery and privations they
underwent, under his Lordship’s grocs deceptions ;
but f syaia contend, that it was no colony, and never
k.2 wny legal atiribute to constitute it one,

In 1815, Miles and his saeriff, (the latter some-
what eariicr in the year) were sent down for trial, In
October 1515, .Colin Robertson appeared on the stage,
and arresting Duncan Cameron at Red River, withor
with-ut a warrant, soon set him at liberty j but in
March 1816, the same Robertson and Mr. Semple,
ancther new actor nicknamed governor in chiet, sur-
prised Cameron’s post a second time, arrested and
kept him prisoner, tu:ned the North West people out
of the fort—laid hold ot all the merchandize, provi-
sions and furs, it contained, to alarge amount ; and
about same time, played the same game at another
North West post in that country. The principal
post after beingso surpriscd, taken and piundered, they -
demolished, and cairied off the materials to strength-
en Fort Dougias,

They, zbeut same time, {Marca, 1816) after’taking
the posts, scized the North West express, with, all
th-
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the letters from the interior, which they opened and
read, and kept such part as their caprice dictated,
pretehding according to the | Feddart .Code, that they
had tnereby got proot to authorise the act, which they
had previously committed. '

They then intimated without disguise, tii= deter-
mination to bleckade Afexander McDunnell’s post of
Qu’appelle, (after first endeavouring to surprise it and
kidnap him) and also to cut off his communication
with lake Winipeg in Spring 181£, so as to starve
500 of the Nortih West Company’s people, who an-
sually pass there in Juze, Anarmed vessel prepared
by Holt, the Swedisk renegado, was to co-opur:te, and
strike a blow to resound from Athabaska to Monirerl,
as befure mentioneds

In May 1816, wiien the Red River opened, Robert.
son went off with 5o plundered packs, and the other
booty to Hudson’s Bay, to make sure of that spoil, be.
fore itcould be retaken, The Brulés seeing this, and
not before, (although the robberies ot Robertson snd
Sempie were in March preceding) laid hold ef the
packs, (which -were worthless in comparison of value
to those taken by Rcobertson) so ostentatiously spoken
of by Manlius, as being found at Fort William, under
a distinct mark, as if their oﬁginal seizure had pre-
ceded the capture of the North West posts and packs.

After all these prepar:tciy overt-acts of aggression
and robbery, which ccrveyed admonitions of the in-
tended sequel, not to be mistaken, was Alexander

I McDonnell
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McDonrel to sit with hisarms across, and patiently
wait until the knife of the noble bandit’s myrmidons,
s>ould be put to his own thrcat r  and also until §oo
cf the pecple of his concern, should in systematic con-
formity to that sequel, undergo a regular and absolute
starvatdon, and all the returns of the year from the in-
iericr be carried off to Fyudson’s Bay as intended ? or
was he to use the means which the laws cf God and
hls Country avthorised him to resyrt to, for the pre«
servation of the lives and property conficed to his care,

or depende=t upon his decicion at suchacrisis 7 In

iny mind hisonly blanie is too aruch delay and forbear-

znce, for asthe aggressicn o Lord Selkirk’s worthy
Lieutenauts, began in October, and were afterwards

vesumed ia March with a hundred fold violence, not a
day shiould have been lost to apply counteraction.
Yet inctezd of immediate retaliation, in the applica-

iion cf which, he would have been completely justifi-

able, he curtented himself with demanding by letter
the restoration of the forts, and property plundered..
"This produced a paper corzespondence, which does

him credit, and lays open the whole scnl of Semple,
who {as it in ridicule b, articipation of Manlius’s char-

acter of him) acts the part of a bravoy and talks of his

power to iuflict signal chastisement, having a force,
whem he found it very difficult to restrain, instead of
requiring excitement, or, in siher words so full were
they of fight.

This had no other effect (for McDonnell was not a
man to be frightened by gasconade) than to evince the
necessity of loosing na further time in opening a communi-

¢ation
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rationwiththe N. W, mei expected at Lake 77inizzs, Ac-
cordingly, to,avoid collision, he resolved upon sending
an escort with some provisions by a circuitous route,
and he gave them positive orders (of which the proct
is ample) to avoid the fort and cclony as far as pos=-
sible. 'This was construed by Semple, and his valiant
men of war, into weaxness, and he a:d they in con- /
sequence, felt bolder in the determiration to prevent
all egress by water or land with provisions ; because
he well knew that if this experiment succeed=d, other
escorts would follow, and the starvation system be
rendecred abortive, as also the sugrender of the wlole
of the North West packs from the interior, wiich
were to be exacted ; cr if retused, to be delivered up,
were to be laid hold ot by force ; for atall events the
scizure of the packs was to be effected, suzh being King
Tom’s royal will and pleasure, and such being the
blow as above mentioned, which was to resound far
and near,

M: Donnell erred in not going himself with all his
force by the usual water ruute, and if resisted, to op-
' pose force, and open the way. His error, however,
wason t'e side of humanity, andis therefore praise-
worthy, but such was lost upon thcse he had to deal
with. Tre party thus sert by the circuitous route,
were as before mcntiened, pursued ar:! attacked. They
righttully resisted, and being vict~ilvus, are now
branded with the appellation of murderers by Man-
‘lius, the advocate of a lordly usurper, tyrant, and hirer

of cut-thrcats, who in his closet, in cold bleod, plan-

ned the starvation to death of 500 persons in the em-
‘ ploy
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mioy of that cerapany, whose people were at that me-
ment, frem Lumanity, caving from 2 similar death 8o
of hislordship’s wreiched and starving Canadians,
whom 6¢ 15 now employing, in as far as he is able, to

deriroy those who saved thetr lives,

The fact of aggression by Semple and his people,
consisting of .8, against 26 Indiaas and brulés, (for
no more were in the action) is proved beyond duubt,
by direct testimony, and by circumstantial evidence,
if possible stronger.  In addition to this, there is the
traitor Pritchard’s own testimony, who declared, in
the hearing of an officer of Meuron’s regiment, that
Le could nut say who fired £rst. This is conclusive in
itseli, for if he nad had the most slender belief that the -
Brulés were the aggressors, no doubts upon the sub-
ject would have been expressed by such a character.—
And yet the hireling Manlius i so enraged at the fai-
lure of hisnoble client’s exterminating plans, that he
commits his moral and leg:l character to the winds,
and stakes them upon the truth of 2 most audacious
and atrocious assertion made by him, as he says,
¢¢ according to the relation of one of the persons-con-
‘¢ cerned in the massacre, who isnow in prison in
¢ Montreal, McDonnell’s plan was first to make
¢ as many of the colonists prisoners as possible, and
“¢ then to drive the rest into the fort—to encompass
¢ the fort after this should be done, and to shoot eve-
¢ ry perscn who should leave it, either to procure
¢ water or obtain food.”” It would be too tedious to
go cn with the quotation, but I assert that this and
the wholr substance of Manlus’s last essay in the He-

rald
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ald of the gth inst. are wicksd, malicious, and inten-
tional talsehoods, without cther foundation .h:nin he
fertile brain of the advocate who pronounced that sub-
stancein a speech at the time of the discussion of the
writ ot Hibeas Corpus, in September last, upon the
question for bailing his Lordship’s prisoners{{which
speech the orator modestly ¢on:idered 1o be equal to
-Cicero’s oration against Verres) and is now borrowed
by Manlius for fresh stage efect (for which probably
the orator will not thank himm, as words and writing
differ most essentially, becanse verba volent, sed scrip-
t2 manent) to rise up in judgement against the correct-
ness of the law opinions therecin supported by him,
with this marked d:fFerence, h-wever, that Governor
Miles has disappeared from the dramatis personz
his dignity having been broken in upen by my uniucky
proof of his gubernaterial incapacity, and consequent
imposture, T his omission augnrs at feast some symp-
toms of shame, for arrogant and insupporiable impo=
sitions upon the public, as to Mr. Miles upon all for.
mer occasions. Alas, How are the mighty fallen! ! !

The above assertion ma’e by me, of the daring
falsehoods published by Manlius, is founded upon the
fact that the ¢¢ person in p'risnn” alluted tv, never
said, or authorised t» be said, what is so barzficelly
attempted to be palmed upon hin ; and that being in-
formed »t tae intamous torgery, he has unequivocal-
ly disavowed ani expressed ~is astomisiment at it.
What is to be thought of such men, and such a cau ey
when such mean and desperate artifices as these, and

such as follow, are rescrted to, fortheir support.
K Surely
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Surely good men, in a good cause, would abhor such
proceedings.

The systematic arts and misrepresentations used,
and pains taken to deceive others by his Lordship,
and hi: advocates, hisdupcs and minions, are past all
precedent, ina British country, and resemble only
those practised during the French Revolution. The
clergy, the nuns, and aimost every person supposed
to possess influence, and thereby likely (if they em-
barked in the cause) to be able to prejudice the minds
ot the ignorant multitude, have been assailed by arte
ful tales, tcld or wiitten to them ; nay to such a
pitch has this been carried, that even tavern keepers,
grog sellers, and pedlars, male and female, have been
applied to, by one or other high in his lordship’s con-
fidence, or zealous in bis cause, the names of some
of whom, would astonish the world,

Notwithstandirg all these intrigues, it is a triumpha
ant consolation to the North West Company, that so
little effect have they had upon the Voyageurs, who
know them by experience, that at any time they can
hire ten to his Lordship’s one ; and the reason is,
that what they promise they perform ; whereas when
his day of payment comes, there is always some chi-
cane, Even this year, people hired tor him to go to
Kaministiquia, and return, were kept all summer
prowling about the Lakes Huron and Superior, or at
Fort William, at hard labour, and sent down in the
fall without a sous additional allowance for the time
they were kept beyond that implied by the spirit of

their
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their agreement‘, with this preten&ed pattern of hu-
manity and fair dealing, but of real selfishness and
cupidity.

The shooting story is so ridiculous as to carry with
it its own contutation. [t Manlius was trom ireland,
I should consider it a bull, but its intentional malig-
nacy proves it to be of different origin, for the natives
of that country being open and kind hearted, their
bulls are witty, but harmless absurdities. What man
in his senses would give, or expect others to believe
to be given, an order to drive people intoa fort, for
the purpose of shooting them afterwards, when they
might happen to come out. Surely any man capable
of so doing, would make sure work, and begin by
shouting.

MeDonell’s countryman Kirpatrick acted very dif-
ferently with the traitor Cummin, who betrayed his
Sovereign Robert Bruce, for on plunging the dagger
into the traitor, he exclaimed, I mak sicker. 1 quote
this to shew the absurdity of supposing, that a man
intent on the death of his enemy, would postpone it,
when in his power, to an indefinite time,

‘But really, Manlius’ mind has become so perverted,
since he stept out of the legitimate and manly path of
his profession, to become a Grub-street writer for
hire, that he seems incapable of distingnishing right
from wrong, cause from effect ; whether an act done
now, may not be justified by something to be done or
found out hereafter ; or whether all difficulties may

K 2 Rat:
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not be overeome, by this simple declaration of bis
lordly emplo,er, accompanied by a sardonic grin u-
pon his countenance, ¢ / will take the responsibility u-

pon myseif.”

The shooting story reminds me of 2 quack doctor,
(not a quack land-jobber) who sold to his gaping aue
ditors powders to kill fleas. Ore fcllow had the 1m«
pudence to ask him, how tl_)e powder was to be appli-
ed; the doctor replied, you have enly to catcii them, and
throw into their eyes -he leact particle of the pcwder,
and there is an end of them. The tellow rejoined, why
Doctor, we might ar well in that case kili the fleas
ourselves, without the aid of your powders. To this
the quack grave'y answered, either way will do; so
will, doubtless, Manlius say, if questioned about his
shonting story, whether the colonists hal been shat be-
Jore they were driven into the fort, or after they came
accidentally out, it conld be demonstrable by my plan
of fabricated orders, to nave been really to them the same
thing. Who could get over such pithy reasoning
as this from the pen of NMcnlius,

Happily, however, the fabricated orders 25 alieged
by him to have been given by McDonnell, zarry in-
irinsic evidence of fal.chcod, for inno instance were
sucn complied with, Instead ot the tzking colonists
priscners, and sending th:m to Porta ;2 des Prairies,
anddriving the restint. the fort, to be shotas a pastime,
and viclating the fermakes, we find the escort with provi-
sions going quietly on, as far from the fort and colony
as possible, aud when enc er two colonists by aceident

crossed
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crossed their path, carying them down with them te
the intended place of encampment -below, towards
Lake Winioeg, (to preveat intelligence of their route
being conveyed to the fort,) instead of sending them up
to Portage des Prairies. That in this harmless circuit,
not thinking of driving in the colunists, they were tu-
riously pursued and attacked by Semple, as before mere
tioned. And finally that they neither shot, nor per-
sonally injured any but those who made the wanton
attack upon them  As to the violatinn of t:e temales,
even Manlius speaks of it asa matter of apprchencion,
not of fact. He probabiy bad in his recollection
when coning that paragraph about rape, the ste-w of
the old woman who had a dismal tale mentiosed to her
of the possible excesses in that way, which mignt cn-
sue, if the besieged town in which sh.c was, should be
taken by storme - -

Can any person seriousiy believe the fabricated
specch of Mr. McLeod. If there be such a one, [
shall not attempt to convert him oth.rwise thanbya
direct negative. I, however, cannot pass over the
base malignancy of the intention of the framers of it,
which is to leaa their hearers or read:rs (it having
been both spoken and published by one or other of
themj into the belief that the cluihing wassent as a re-
ward to the brulés for what they had done in the bat-
tle.—Now the fact is, that Mcl.eod arrived there
_some days after it happened, and therefore without
the gift of inspiration, could not have prepared clothing
upon the presumption of an act, that arose’out of Sem-
ple’s previous unpry=oled aggre:sion.  Clothing had
been
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been long annually sent forward for these people, and
the other part afterwards found a: Fort William, had
becn also previ.usly provided, and alixe unconnected
with *h- unhap,y event.

WIr. McTeod certainly went with a party armed,
put s certainly did so, in consequence of the robbe-
rics perpetrated by Semple and Robertson in March,
ar-d 1t being under tood, that part of the plan was to
siop the provisions from Red River, and also to seize
the pa:ks trom the intericr, that were in such ca<e to
be sent to Hudson’s Bay ; all which surely justified
every possible precaution to prevent the accomplish-
ment of such nefarious purposes.

Really one would suppose from the arrogance of his
Lordship, his advocates and satellites, t.at all his
opjcnents were to prostrate themselves before him,
and become like worms to be trod upon, without the
right or power of resistance ; and be crushed to

death like the people who, in _India, fall down
betore thie idol of Jaggernaut,

Muck is said about exultation, after the fate of
the battie at Red River was known. It signs of satis-
faction were expressed at the defeat of the deep laid
Plan of his Lordship to starve to death 500 pec ple, and
to seiz= ard to carry off 12co valuable packs of furs,
wouldit be cither wonderful urreprehensible, especially
wren that defeat arose from the wickedness and folly
of his Lordship’s people, in being the wanton aggres.
tors on the occasion. But little did they dream,

that
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that the buccaneering Lord, had also plannedxto

pounce like a tyger upon 600 of the best of those
packs, afterwards at Fort William,

Manlius, or his colleague, for I am uncertain
who is the author of the sentiment, says, “ could a
¢¢ character so extravagantly, and daringlv base, as
¢¢ to make without foundation, a statement lLike that
“ which we have given,” (t'i- is a proof of j irt
manufacture) ¢ be supposed to exist ? the supncsition
¢ would be folly,” Aiter the ¢ relation” palmed
upon the person in prison without foundation, 1 shall
leave to all honest men to judge upon whom fails the
baseness and folly of so duing, when that person can
30 easily be resorted to, and contradict the base fabri
cation.

Manlius also falsely asserts, that I first resorted to
the Press. His memory is probably conveniently
treacherous, else he would recoliect the elaborate es-
says of his lordly client, pub’ished in the Herald, long
before I began, under the signature of his Cats-Paw
Archibald McDonald : forall do Archy the justice
to believe that he is incapabie of writing three senten-
ces for the press ; as also that in those erudite essays,
certain law opintons were introduced, by way of knaock-
you-down argumerts. W hereas the tact is, that I first
write merely 1 counteract those ofi1:ions, by publisha
ing others more correct and abie, whicir I happened to
have access t~, ard ar th 1 me had no intention of
going further, had it not been for your base misrepre-

sentations, which began with the assertion of a direct
falsehood,
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False oo, in which <o wers: immediately detected, and
dured 15 tne prout, but which you have seeaked from
pr.ducizg; and which nave been tollowed up by you
with iscreased audacity and disregard of truth. Be
however assured of this, that your reputation has thereby
suffered both in a moral and professional peint of view,
altho’ at th: outset you so arsrogantly prognosticated 2

loss of character to me, if I porsisted.

Hard sun must you be for argument, to Ipmduce as
gpro«)f oi the existence of his Lordship’s colonial
1ights, the act of the imperial parliament of 15th A-
pril 1813, which now lies befere me, and in which the
words Cslony, or Earl of Selkirk, are no: to be tound ;
but I find these, ¢ be it therefure enmacted, tnat fiom
¢« and after the passing of this act, nothing in the
¢ said recited act contained (23 Ceerge 3. chap 36)
? shall extend, or be deemed cr corstrued to extend
¢ to any ship or vessel in the service of the Governor
¢ and company of adventurers of England, trading in-
s to Hudson’s Bay, provided such ship or vessel shall
¢ not carry more than twenty passengers, besides the
¢ crew.” It ther gees on 1o prescribe regulations a-
bout licences and ¢ herwice ;5 and then the zucceed-
ing and last ciause of the act concludes thus, ¢ and up-
¢ on such licence being granted, it chall and may be
¢ law:n! tor the said governsr and company, to put
¢ on hoard such ship or vessel, and to convey therein
¢ such pascengers to the settle nents of the said gover-
¢ nor and comparv, adjoining to Hudson’s Bay, with.
¢ cut being subject to the regulari-ns of the <2id recie
¢ ted act.’

. The
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~ The allusion by you to this aet is very mal a prepes
for your cause, as the ward: adjoining to Hudson’s Bay
completely cut up by the roats nis Lordship’s usaro-
ed claim of territory; which is clzarly wvery remate
therefrom, instcad of so adjoizing  Thus have you
furnished an addition to  the superuburdance of oroof
already brought forward, of the nullity ot his Lord-
ship’s title.

As you, Manlius, have deigned to answer a small
part of one of the queries put to yoa by me, viz. that
toe letter of Alezander vicDonell, which you quoted
in a former communication w.s addre-sed ¢ to a Bro-
ther-in-law of the Honorable William McGulivrav.”
I ask you, good Sir, togo on a little farther, and muke
the answer complete, by informing me from whom
you obtained it j as also whether it was the original
letter sent to the said brother-in.law, or a copy or
rough draft of it, for I need haridly inform so profound
2 lawyer as you, that it makes a most "essential differ-
ence as to the weight ot evidence deducible in such a
case. As you doubtless read histery, you will proba-
bly recollect, that Mary, Queen of Ecots, was con-
"demned to death, and suffered it, upon a conviction
made upon the testimony of pretended copies cr drafts
of letters of hers ; and that such a proceeding has been
branded by all soun! historians as no proof whatever,
but a mere colour for judicial murder.

When in the humour of perfect'ng the above mene
tioned answer, I requcst you will hu.ve the gocd.ess
also to publish the answer you a.serted tv h.ve been

given

1
‘4
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given by the agents'of the North West Comgany,
wherein ¢¢ they observed, that Lord Selkirk, or the
<« Hudscn’s Bay Company might feel iaterested in
¢ having tnose claims finally setried ; but that the
<« North West Company were not s interested, aad
¢¢ theretore the fine gua non was inadmissilie.”

And turther, you will be graciously pleased o in
form the public, when Governors Semple and Mac-
Donell were confirmed by the King, and whenr and
where they were sworn in as Governors ; as alfo when
the Indians ceded the Red River lands to His
Majesty, or when his Lordship obtained the Royal
licence for purchasing them ; and finaily you will (if
you pleafe) give a goud reason why the Noble Peer
himself, a law maker, did not even out of humanity,
tesort to the arm of the law, through his Majesty’s
courts, in support of his pretended rights, instead of
trusting to his own lawless arm to overwheim those
who had been in possession by themselves or predeces-
sors in business, of the country in contest, before he
had existence,

I hope you will excuse me for calling upon you a sca
cond t1me ftor such answers, becausc upon these essen-
tial points, being :atisfactorily established, may depend
whiether his Lordship be not a premeditated robber.

The feats of the noble buccaneer, and his band, I
reserve for next week, which w:ll close my commu-
nications.

MERCATOR.
Moertreal, 15th Nov. 1816. For
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For the Montreal Herald.

MR. GRAY,

In my last, I brought the allegations of Lord Sel-
stulbsrn facts not to be overthrown, but which they
kave studiously aveided noticing, weil knowing they
would, if knawn, be destructive of their cause. Let
themn deny those dates if they dare.—Such must, or
ought to convince all who honestly look after the truth
—even Manlius, if he be of that description.

It is high time to proceed to that climax of free-
booting exhibited by his Lerdship and assistants,
upon the stage at Fort William in Upper Canada,
where the Dramatis Personz supported their respec-
tive parts to admiration, and-ruch to their own com-
fort and satisfaction ; being t:creby enabled to live
and fatten in the true Bonaparte style, upon the spoils
of the enemy, their own supplies being nearly ex-
hausted, '

The end, however, may prove more tragieal to some
L2 ot
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of the actors, than they or their advocates are aware
of, unless the British corstitution be now an empty
name, to be practically set at nought by any Peer,
who mav have tie Bardik ood to act as if it was a piece
of useless trumpery 3 and wrless an Englishman’s
house :raybe st rod by an armed rifian band a-
gainst iaw, hic preperty laid hold of, ana kepe, and
Lis servants tarned out {himself being previously.ar-
rested, z..d sect o by the warrant of an interested ac-
accuser) in contempt and defiance of 2il the establish-

ed authcrities of his country.

The great and scvereign Lord of the dominion, co-
lony, ~rterriiory of As-iniboiz, alias Red River, yclep’d
in corrnor pariance, 1 hos. Tovglas, Earl of Selkirk,
hired and pald a bard ot retaincre 1o till land, or do
any de=rerate work that he might find occa tcn to di-
rect, ar by their nitarial engug merts, reference
thereunto being bad. will more fully appear ; for be
it known. thar these disci les of Bonapane so hired,
are made to stipulate to serve as a miliua,

I knew of no Englict precedent for such a stipu.
la*ion, and it will be difFcult tcr ar Er.glishman to con,
ceive how a mi'itiacan be composed of foreigners en-
gaged 2000 miles out of the country wher-ir th.ey were
to serve ; but till more difficuit to divine, ho~ such a
band can be legally applied, not to defence, but to the
attack, pitlage, and retertion of the property of persons
situate 800 miles from the country wherein they were to
settle.  Yetsuch is the fact, that instead of waiting to
rea.k thatcountry, they have been employed to attack

the
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the persons and property of His Majesty’s subjects at
Fort William, far without the buunds of his preterd-
ed territory 3 for no other reason more legal, than
that their Lord has so ordered it 3 just as his ances-
tors would have done on the borders, scme centuries
ago, when the Feddart ccde was acted ugon, with this
difference, that in those days jthe retainers were of
native, not of foreign growth,

His Lordship, strange to say, in the present day,
has actually so engaged and employed a band of 120
to 130 or more, chiefly foreign discharged soldiers,
many of them ci-devant deserters from Bonaparte’s
army, The:c he officered, armed, and provided 1e-
gularly, with great guns, fuzils, and bayonets, am.
munition of all kinds, a furnace to heat shot, drums,
and bugles, and the King's uniform, &e. &c.

Before, or after being so equipped, he considercd
one thing material to his ourpose wanting, It was
desirable to have a few reaily in the King’s service,
and entitled to wear his uniform, to yive the appear-
ance of governmental authority to his proceedings.—
Being an adept in the art of deception, of which [
have already given several instances ; he applied fora
military party to protect his precious person  against
assassination by the Red River Indians (whom he was
conscious of having treated with extreme injustice, al-
though his minions would have it be believed, that
the Indians know so little of their rightsand interests,
as to be ready to die with grief, at being deprived of
their land despoiler ;} which was in an ungarded mo-

ment
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ment acceded to 3 in the first instance, to the extent of
a suiotern with a serjeants party, but, at last ree
di-ceu to a serieant ard six privaies, who received or-
di v torestrict thamszives entirely to the guard of
Lis L.erdsaip’s persen against the Ked River Indians,
a5 by himsels requested 3 and on no account to inter-
meda’e s any ¢iSculty betwern him and other tra-

i pe v horeon it wos exnressly given, applicd to the
mpriconTent ot hus vizjestys subjectsy and spoliation
of their propeaty,

ders.  This guaid be bas, in cisregard of the condi-
ti
i

ke abovesaid band being fully equipped, left La
Crincin May last, by York in Cpper Canada: and
his Lora:hip tcliowed in June by the same route, in
the iuil deterniration of following up the pien of star-
vaiton, and plurdir, before mentioned ; which had
tegun to be developed at the Red River, in March
precedirg, according to his preconcerted instrucsions,
That his FLerdstip left Montreal with such deter-
mination, there cannot be a particle of doubt ; thatis
tesav, to lay hold of the Depdt at Fort William and
all its contents, which, however, he expected to find
weuld corsict ot the chief part of the outfit of the year
for the irresior (¢t this, Fowever, fro: the great
lergih of the passage upviards of nis bard, he was in
a «onstierable degree cisap;cirted) besides any packs
W riek righe escape the clutcres of his buccaneeting
Livuterunts at the Red River,

T hic determination was taken, before the battle at
the Red River happencd, ana long before it was.
known ;
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known tohim ; (although afterwards lugged inas an ex-
cuse for the attack of tut William} and 1s 2u cortipie of
direct proot, if my inturmatioz b correc:; that he
wrote exultingly to a gendeman at Queber, just betore
he lett M ontreal, ¢ that when be vriived ¢t Eord 1570
<< liam, the North West Company would probubly see
¢ reason to discouer, tnat o boundur, dstuwecn the s
s companies was not so 126dinissiclz @ pripusiiig as they
¢ bhad considered it ’—1 qucte ihis as to subsiurds,
not as to precise words @ and have to add, that the in-
admissibility on their pare, resulted trow his Lord-
ship (bzsides ciher cbjectionibie counditinns) always
requiring the admission of his, and the Hudson’s Bay
Company’s pretended righ:s,

"The above information being had 2t second hand, I
cannot (without parmission) divulge the name of the
person to whom his Lordskip is said to have so written,

The army of buccaneers equipied as above, pro-
2ceded on towards Fort William, and at St. Mary’s
or befere, they learnt the discomfiture of the Red
River part of the plan of operations ; his Lordship
then became furious, and resolved to place all his fu-
ture proceedings (although long predetermined; to ac-
count of that unforeseen posterior mistortune to Mr
Semple and people, of his cwn creation, The whole
pack of yelpcrs were let losse, and instructed to pro-
claim that battle as a deliberate and horrid murder ;
and to keep secret the fact, that his people provoked
and began it., They were farth s instr ered to endea-
vor to terrify or suborn, iwicre occasion seoved j
anv one who had a know! 152 of facts leading to it,

into
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into an accusation of the North West people and the
bruiés. as the aszai-antse This system of terror and sy.
bornaticn, was actsd upon, bith st fort William and

Moeontreal.

On the arrival of his Lordship and rztainers at fort
Willian, ihe 12th of August lst, they encamp:d on
the oy pasite s,de ot the rive: Kuimiristiquia, balf a
mile abcve, Ivext Jday, cne AlacNabb,  was sent
across, and asking to see Dir. McGillivray, was
corcucted to bis apartment, where e zrres:cd bim
uipen a warrant issued by Lord Selkirk, Mr. Mec-
Gillivray v ithout making any oppesition, or directing
cthers to do o, quietly submirted, and went with
M’Nabb, taking Dr. McLoughlin, and Keaneth
MacKenzie, with him to his Lordship, to offer

the=m as his bail.

Upon being admitted into the presence of that Peer,
whose aspect is dignity personified, and must always
sommand involuntary respecty they too were arrested.
After this, on the same day, a body of about 50 armed
men, under Captain D’Orsennons, and Lieutenaut
Fauche, crossed over with their guns and bayonets,
and in uniform ; when at the sound of the bugle, and
with shouts, more terrific than savages, they rush-
ed on, and entered the fort without the exhibition of
any warrant, or any lawtul pretext for so doing, as the
criminal warrant before produced, had been executed,
without a shadow of resistance. Upon the entrance
of this band of desperadoes, the other North West
partners, weze all arrested ir\\ copartuership ; and one
of them, Mr. John MacDuonald, brutally treated by

D’Orsennons.  Irdeed, the men afterwards made no
' secret,

b
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secret, that had there been any resistance, it was fu-
tended to put ail in the fort to dzath ; military possese
sion was new taken of that De;or, and all the propere
ty therein, ; probably worth in all, the post inclusive,
£ 100,000 ; which, wiih his Lordship’s usual dupli=
city and hypocrisy, was said to be net with a view to
interrupt the trade, or to meddle with merchandize or
packs, giving out, that all these be despised, being far
beneath his consideration. He acted thus at the com-
mencement, to impose upon the clerks and people, but
soon began to unfold his ultimate views to stop all
trade, and to detain every tking for his own use —A
system of terror was now embraced.— General war-
rartsof search, most strange to say, were issued ; nat
for criminals, but for packs alledged to have been car-
ried off from some of the Hudson’s Bay posts, not said
by whoin, packs never concealed, and the history of
them before explained. FPesides packs, they were by
the warrant orderea to search for arms, ammunition,
and papers, rot even expressing the kind of papers.
Under this precious warrant, books, papers, and let-
ters were seized ; pryed into, read, and endeavoured
to be applied to his Lordship’s purposes —Outfits to
the irt.rior were stopt, as also the descent of furs to
Montreal. The fusil> and powder, and several oth-
er articles, which are as much the lawful, and indis=
pensable implements of Irdian trale, as plonghs and
harrows are of agriculture, were feloniously carried
off, And the wole property placed in a state of re-
quisition, at the pleasure of his Lordship, upon the
peril of tve clerks of the North West Company, who

were put in fear of their lives, more decidedly, than
M persons



persons robbed on Black Heath can be 5 as such ex»,
pect to meet in the robbers with the feelings of coune.
trymen ; whereas in the present case, at any symptom
of reluctance, or resi:-tance in a clerk to any of his
Lordship’s requisitions, D’Orsenons or Matthey,
two officers late of Meuron’s regiment, interposed
and intimated, that if such clerk had any regard for his
own life, or the property of his employers, le should
refuse nothing, because many of the people under their
orders were deserters from Bonaparte’s army in Spain,
and had been jamiiiarized with pillage and murder.
These were, it must be admitted, aryuments not easy
ta be contuted or rasisted.  FFhat will Fonest Fobn Bull
say to such proceedings, when direcied-b: a Peer at the
head of armed foreigners ayainst Britons? 1 hey must
meet with the indignation and cxecraticn of every

man, who values legal right anli detes s violence.

Mr. McGillivray, and al! ‘h North West part-
ners, nine in nuber, wer: cent cff from Fort Wil-
liam, on the 18th August, by hi- Lordship’s orders, in
three canoes, improperly manned and equipped under
a military escort, commanded by Lieutenant Fauche,
in the degrading capacity of a constable or bailit In
ceming alon‘g lake Superior, a gale arose, and Fauche
although forewarned of the danger, insisted upon pro-
ceeding. The consequence was, that Kenneth Mc-
Kenzie, a North West agent and partner, and eight
other persons were drowned. His Lordship was the
original, and Fauche the proximate cause of this,
which had the business been reversed, would by him
have been called a premeditated murder. It is not im-

probable
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probable, that his Lordship inwardly rejoiced at the ae-
cident. In proof of his want of delicate fecling, and
of his revengeful disposition, 1 have to state, that he
refused to let Mr. McGillivray’s servant accompany
him down, upon pretext that he must be kept to be
examined, although five days had clapsed after the are
rest of his masier, before his departure, When
brought afterwards to be examined, his Lordship al-
lowed his doughty Captain D’orsennons, to brow beat
~the servant, and threaten him with irons, because he
refused to obey any orders but his masters.

After the partners were sent away as criminals, up-
on trumped up accusations of high treason, larceny,
and conspiracy, clerks and men were tampered with.
When any of the former were stubborn, they weic
packed off under a subpcena, to go down and give evi-
dence. Thne men were threatened, or enticed to quit
the service of their employers ; others tent to jail,
brought back, imgprisoned again, and so on alternate-
ly, until they were frightened into some story about
their masters, or liberated ac incorrigibly faithful.
Whilst so bandied about, it was studiou:ly inculcated
upon them, that his Lordship p ssessed the power of
trying them as criminals, or releasing them as he saw
fit, accordingly as they concealed or ~poke the trnth 5
in other words as they would not, or would speak,
according to his wishes, Many men hired to bring
down packs were kept back, and insinuations used to
winterers that hi- Lordship acted by secr:t authority,
and could anaul their agreements with the North

West Company ; that they must enter his service,
and
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and when they still refused, many were commandedin
the King’s name to labor for him. The Spanish In. -
quisition furnishes nothing more tyrannical than these
acts, excepting that he did not verture the length
of deprivation of life or hmb Whe, after these
facts, can doubt of ¢¢ his Loraship’s fervent love of
English law.” |

It would be endless to enumerate the enormities
committed by him or by his orders. The last ac-
counts left him in pessession of Fost William, and the-
property there seized by him, which in whole orin
part he was meditating to convey next spring to Hud-
son’s Bay, He had also violated the American terri-
tory, by arresting a North West partner and a clerk,
on the American side of the Fund du Lac country,
Thus, alike regardless of involving hiscountry in a
national quarrel, by his lawless acts, as of embroiling
this community.

The proceedings of his Lordship are so greatly outrage-
ous, that he derives an advantage therefrom with
some persons, by his acts being disbelieved as incre-
dible ; and with others they are considered as a proof
of his possessing some sccret authority so to act, as
otherwise, say such wise men, it would be insanity.

All this is extraordinary, but not half so much so
as tnat a professional lawyer should deliberately
publish a jusiification thereof, and gravely maintain
the doctrine, that enteting a house or houses, by an
armed feree, and seizing the property therein to an

caormaus
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enormous amount, without legal warrant, (for no le-
gal warrant could in such a case be given by any jus-
tice of peace, much less himself) and converting it to
the use of the person ordering the seizure, is for-
sooth ¢ only a mere temporary, and justifiable deten-
¢¢ tion of property, to be hereafter satisfactorily ex-
¢ plained,” doubtless by the Jeddart code. Also,
thatas ¢¢ the Earl in the execution of his duty asa
¢¢ magistrate (what a barefaced falsehood) became
¢¢ possessed of a fort which had served as the la.t asy-
¢ lum in the British' dominion for murderers, .nd
¢¢ the resceptacle of their plunder.—A fort which no-
¢¢ thing less than the special licznce of governm:=nt
¢ c.uld authorise subjects to bhold 3 his Lordship
¢¢ wzuld not have acted with propriety, hal ke repla-
s¢ ced a fort into the hands ~f criminal and uuautho-
4 rised subjects without acquainting the higi=st au-
¢¢ thority with the causes of its o cupation, and re-
¢¢ ceiving the sanctinn of his authority with regard
¢+ toits future discosals”” Now any man f ordina-y
intellect, who had not made a study of the Feddart
Csde, would have thought it best to begin by obraining
the sanction of authority for the taking possession of the
fort. For supposing that Lord Selkirk in the pleni-
tude of the sovereign authority claimed by him at Red
River, had there put into full operation that code, he
surely had no right to apply it to Fort William, 8oo
miles distant ; and within the jurisdiction of Upper
Canada, under his commission as a Justice of Peace
for the Western district of that province 3 and further
© supposing that such a commission, according to his
interpretation, authoriscd him to forfure persons af

N3 pleasure,

)
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pleasures it could not give him a particle of right te
take, and retain propertv, especially after the causes
for which he pretended to take it, had been by himself
removed ;—thercfore, why did bis Lordship not send
down, or allow to be sent down the 6co North West
packs found there ! Were those packs criminals ? and
if so, why were they not sent down for trial, along
with those few worthless packs taken by the brulés,
(leng after Semple’s plunder of packs at the Red Ri-
ver) which were sent down with so much parade ? or
was it necescary to keep back the North West packs
to catisfy Fis band, that he had the means of pavirg
t"em, whi-h probably some began to doubt. Upon
these points Manlius leaves usin the dark,

What wonid be thought of the meanest pettifogger
at the Old P-ilev, who wovld gravely broach such
principles in excure for his client, as the profound
Manlins, kot econtemuer of the otimions of Pigott,
Broughaw, and Sparkie, not only broaches, but con-
tends to be sufhcient excuses for his Lordly client.

Ifte he in the right, then the criminal code of
Ercland is a nullity. Robbery becomes meritori«
ous, ard a regard to the rights of person and proper-
ty in others, if not a crime, there must be a mere
foolish weakness. Each inlividua! profiting hereafter
by his Lerdskip’s practises, under Manlius's support,
will help himself to his neighbour’s goods when he

sees fit, and become accuser, judge, and executioner,
1 nis own cause.

Manliuas,
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‘Manlius, also intreduces and labors to prove the le-
gality of another betorc unheard-of doctrine, that coe
partnerships are to be accused and tried as a body up-
on suppositions.  As, if one or more ot them shall be
suspected to have committed a criminal act, all the
other3 must by this new doctrine of suppositions have
participated, aithough distant perhaps thousands of
miles. Itis well known, that many p=rsons rzsident
in England, and in Lower Canada, are co-pro-
prietor; in t-e 600 packs taken, and held by his Lord-
ship, who eould not even by possibiiity, have partici-
pated in the alledged criminal acts. All, howdver,
is fish that gets into his Lordship’s net,

To the above, 1 answer, that the North West
Cumpany first occupied and sti!! held fore “Villiam by
licence from the late General Hunter, then Lieuten-
ant Goveranor of Upper Canada, and commander of
bis Maje ty’s forces 1n botn Provinces, who> sent up
the late licut col. Bruyers, then captain of Engineers,
to locate or lay out that estab’ishment for the use of the
North West Company, usti! wanzed for his Majesty’s
service. That Lord Selkirk hada no special licenze
Srom the highest, nor fram any ambority but his cwn il~
legal act, to take possession of it ; nor any rignt to
retain it, and the property it contained, excepting
tne right of a buccaneer exercise.i ¢ upon bis own re-
sponsibility.”” That the conversion to his own use,
or carrying away any part of the preperty forcibly
taken possession ot by him, as above, whether arms
or other moveables, is a felony. That the imprison-~

ment and threats by his Lowdship’s authority, witha
) yicw
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view to induce perjury, are tyrznnical and criminal.
That coercing men into his service, and pretending to
release them from their obligations to others, are ille-

gal and immoral acts,

That issuing subpoenas to witnesses, can only be
done by the Court and Judges before whom they are
to appear, and consequently in a Justice ¢f Peace to
issue and to enforce such illegal subpcenas, by sending
off those upon whom they were served, is a tyranni-
cal and illegal proceeding.

That no Justice of Peace posscsses authority to grant
a warrant to seize papers, and hreak sealsupon anv!pre-
tence, and that more especially, a general warrant of .
search and seizure, is highly illegal and unjustifiable.

That the breaking of seals of letters (hitherto held
sacred) practised by his Lordship at fort William,
and the Justices of Police at Montreal, upon the ad-
vice of the advocate or advocates of a party, is most
illegzl, and destructive of all confidence between man
and man.—That his Lord:hip’s whole procedure at
fort William evinces such a contempt of every ac-
knowledged pri-ciple of justice and legal autrenty,
to verity the old adace, that put power irto the
hands of @ wislent liberty boy, and the tyrant will imme-
diztely appear.

The motives for the arrest en masse of the North
West partners are abominable, and the act itself an
exercise of the mest despotic power, being for the

purpose
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purposeof effecting the ruin of rivalsin tr:de, The ac-
cusations of high treason ar: an iasult to common sense,
being against persons who have" given testimony of
their loyalty beyond the power of his Lordship or any
of bis sycophants to shake.—T hat the Red River is no
calony, and his Lordship and mock governors in re.
spect to their pretensions there, are impostors.—That
the larcenies he alledged had no existence excepting
in the acts of his own people, and that the pretend=d
murders were acts torced upoh the perpetrators in their
own defence, against the attack of Mr, Semple and
his party.

To every impartial mind it will appear most asto-
nisning that the North West partn:rs and people, who
have onall occasions been so furiously assailed by his
Lordship and advocates, as so lawless and outrageous,
snould have eviaced at fort William such a forbearance
and respect for even thc mere appearance or sem-
biance of legal authority, as to succumb, without an
attempt at resistance, whilst they possessed a physical
strength on their side of three toone. This is so no-
torious that they are reproached by many with unpar-
donable weakness for so doing, which surely affords
prime facic praof of tne talsehoud ot his Lordsaip’s
accusations. But there is a further proof, and a most
conclusive one it is, being the testimony of his Lord-
ship himself (as before produced by me) who after all,
oered to leave all camplaints and retaliations (nothing
excepted) o arbitrators, who were (o fik upon a piece
of money to cancel’ the whole, Sucicly it cannot be
credible, that his Lordship, had he believed his accu-

N sations,
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sations, wouid agree to estimate the wrorgfui shede
ding of human blood, by the value of packs &f beaves:

His Lordship has got upon the horas of a dilemma,
which all his cunning cannot extricate him from.—I
kad aimost forgot to mention a remarkable act of sor-
did and illegal meanness practised by his Lordship, a-
mongst many others, viz. his fitting out, manning,
provisioning, and sending down his prisoners, at the
expence of the North West Company. =T his is with-
out any English cxample, altbough probably a part
of the code Napoleon, that persons accused pay the ex-
pence of their own trials,

After all that has been truly stated as above, if
there be yet in this society any persons so perverse in
intellect, or so eperatc.. upon by envy, malice. ira-
tred, or other uncharitableness towards th.i- neigh-
bours, who will still justify the acts of his Lords: ip,
although he be a stranger to them, I do entreat, nay,
conjure them, to substitute in their minds, the North
West store and premises in Montreal, instead of t:eir
establishment at Fort William.—Then suppose that
store and premises to have been entered by his Lord-
ship and hired armed band, upon his own warrant, the
proprietors arrested, and their clerks and servants
turned out, or kept merely to execute his Lordship’s
pleasure, under the fear of death for refusal, and tke
said store occupied as a garrison by him and his fo-
reigners, and the property therein still held by them—
I ask what they would in such a case say to it.—T his
view of the subject, brings it near home, but there

is
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i~ ho difference unless in locality, for the merits zre
ptecisely alike in both instances. Fort William isin
Upper Canada, 8co miles from tte Red River.
Montreal is in Lower Canada, and cnly a greater
distance out 6f his usurped limits. Let such persone
consider how they would feel if his Lordship had aci-
ed nere as to themselves, as he has done to the North
West Company above, and then they wiil open their
eyes, if not wilfully blind,

I feel as confident of his Lordship being in the
wrong, and of its being legally so established as of my
existence, and it behoves every man of principle to
join in reprobating and putiting down doctrines and
practices that destroy the security of persons, proper-
ty, and correspondence, as hitherto enj~yed, for if he
prevails, confidence in either is an idle dependance.

MERCATOR.

Montreal, 20th November 1816,
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CONTINUATION, &c.

For The Montreal Herald.

—«

MR. GRAY,

b » HEN 1 closed my last Communication upon
the subject of the very extraordinary and outrageous
conduct of Lord Selkirk at Fort William. in open de-
fiance of law, I did not conczive it possible, that he
would add to the disgrace which such proceedings at-
tacked to his character both magisterial and private.
He has, however, outdcpe Fis former acts, by one of a
descriptivn sordidly mean in principle, and of selfish
turpitude iz sentiment.

At th= time he arre-ted Mr. M-Gillivray and the
other partners of the Nort: West Company, then at
that place, he also arrested one Dariel McK:nzi-, a
recired wintering partner of that as ociation who was
p:riic larly obnoxious 1o his L rd hip, from being ac-
cused by him, of having enucavoicd to excite the In-

' diawg
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dians of Fond-du-Lac to attack his pretended colony,
in addition t> the other accusations falsely made,
wher: in he was included. One would suppose, that
an impartial magistrate, under such circumstances,
¢ ula no avoid :ending him, Dzaiel MoK :nzie, down
tor uiial, if be sent the others ; but qute the contrary
tock place ; for public considerations ars with his
Lordship <t no moment, unless he can warp or apply
them to promote some personal or selt-interested ob-

ject.

Observing after the general arrest, thit this Daniel
McKenzie was a man of weak mind, who had aban-
doned himself to liquor, he instantly saw, that he
might by a mixture of terror and intrigue, be worked
upcn, f0 asto b- made fuvorable to his Lcrdship’s
views. Accordingly (after the other prisoners were
sent off) he was detained, put into close confinement,
furnished with the means of intemperance, and at his
lucid intervals, plyed by his Lordship’s creatures,
Matthey , D’orsennons, Doctor Allan, and Miles Mc-
Donell, who were sent to him in succession, to hold
the same langnage ; that the North West Company
were completely ruined ; that he, Daniel McKenzie,
must infallibly lo:e all the property he had in that
concern, or that was owing to him by theagents, unless
he now did something to propitiate Lord Selkirk, who
had the pswer of bringing him to an ignominious
public trial for kis life, or of releasing him therefrom,
and saving his money, according!y as he might now act
towards his Lordship.

It
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it was also repeated’y hinted to him, that as a part-
ner, he hadthe means of conciliating his Lordship, and
securi: g himself, by sellirg to him the Noity West
property at Fort William, or elsewkere ; out of which
he could first pay himself, and %aad over the residue
to those who migtt have a legal right to it. By dint
of repetition, these ductrines gained grournd with Da-
niel, who was now informed that the propositions
n.ust «ome from Lim to'kis Lord:kip. |

This nefarious plot, <o unworthy of a Peer, and a
man being thus far in a hopeful train, a paper was
dictated to him, to be written to his Lordship, as the
iritlaicry step, and his confinement was now relaxed,
but ke vas never l-st sight of by one or other of the
myrmid- n: employed on the occasion, and not suffer-
ed t~ccnverse with any of the North West Clerks,
This paper is a most curious one, being worded as if
it had been the composition of himself, and is full of
repetition amended by Milez McDonell, and after-
wards copied by Daniels

Upon kis Lordship's receipt of this production, the
negociation was developed, and papers upon papers
sent to Daniel, or dictated to him, were copied, and
amendments upon amendments to some of them made
by Miles McDonell in his hand writing, and some e-
ven in that of his Lordship : happily some of these
precious documents, so amended, were left with Da-
niel (which is a matter ot astonishment) and furnish
irrefragable proof of the base fraud that was in pro-

gress. Formal deeds were made out by his Levd:hip
and
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ard coried bv eome of his people when they were semt
t¢ Daniel o r sieratere, none « f which (one excepted)

he usserts he zver read, or at the time of his signa- ure
wastna tate o cemprehend ¢ oirceed bis sigratures
ccn pared with his terrer cres, furnish evicery pro
of this. Iy these paperscr Aeeds, the me-cnindive
ard cther property at Fort VVilifam (the ' uil tirg: ex-
cepled,) were o1 ot svecific prices, ani the turct ve
sent 1 Inglind tor sale, bt the proceeds to o privia

cpabivito piv Lord Rip: An oarbitretion for settlea

metof confliizing claics, war ciso part ot these Iran-

c.z:lv:nt convintins for swinm:m; the Norti. Vst
C smpany cut of their progerty av.d tridz—-even w.-ves
able progeity at Fodde Lac, whic: did not belerg
to that Compeny, but kaopenzd to br in the marare-
ent ofenz of the partners and clerks, vas aliec ne
geyedto his ordo%ip, aad tee butldinze ot Fore Wil-

> nave been included, but trat

-
o e
v

¢hese bavest men cou'd not agroe about the orice, as bis
Iordshiy wanizd dium at a twentiet  part of the cost,
Efadth y buen mev Wole, the prive prebaily weuld

ve boenan insuperasle objection with the Feer,
as he koo his own conditions, and his own time tor
ghe payment The businass Deing thus adjusted to
iz Losd lip’s mizl, and tothesaving of his te. der
cons tenez, Pliiel was finally released, white-woohe
ed from wiegzderine, and alizwed to leave Fort
VWlliam, tu go where ke pleased,

Ths papers cnthe face of them bear the mark of

fravd, and <hovr such a want of sound mind and free-.

deuy of actien in enc cf the parties, as to destroy cven

the
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the aprearance of validity ; thore is no recirrocity ;
ail are stipulations, where the one gives, anid tte oth ¢
recoives the v hole benefit. It istrue the honest Daniel
(not Nathaniel) receives fifty guireas in hand, t> nail
the bargain, and his Lordship, as a further considera-
tion, is to convey an estate of three t- ou:sand pounisa
year, but whether in the moor, cr else where is nct said,

There is another ¢rifling difficulty about the validity
of thee honest men’s doings.  Duniel had no power or

right t_ transfer 3 no notto sell to any ot'ier than 3
member of the Company, even his vwa int:restinit as
a retired partner. 1 hereisalso a special Jlause in the
articies of copartnership and agreeme:t, respeciing
the powers of wintering partners, which are confined
to the trade of their own departmertor post, with I1-
dians; and all acts by them, of a general rature, are
prohibi ed wnd mads competeat only to the acknow-
ledgzed agents, who alone can make purchases or sales
for the cuncern at large.  His Lordship kncw all this,
f.r by th= previous wholesale robbery at Fort Wil-
liam, he became possessed of all the books and papers
of t=e Company, and amongst them one of the cri-
giaal copies of tae said rriicles, whica he had most
disannestly and disaonorably pryed into, aad read:
But were it stherwise, what man ot common sense or
hunesty, woald maintain the monstrous propesi-ion,
t20 o person holding a small interest with limited
gow- 1s (cr prope:ly speaking, no powers, he having
foired) 1n 2 eiteisive concern, where the copart-
ners ar: numerous, could, by his separate act, transfer
not only a poriicn ol the genvral properiy, fitty fula be-

yond



K]

8

yond his own share in it, but expressly intended te
destroy such general concern, and its interests, in or.
der to transfer the same to a rivul, who had on the
very face cf the papers, bribed the vendor into the
conventions.

A collusion of two parties to deeds to defraud otnet
persons, whoso far from b-ing consuited, had a direct
interestin opposition to the bare-taced fraudattempted
to be imposed upon them, was never more clearly ma.
nifest ; or more devoid of every attribute to consti-
tute validity, than in the present case,

It is to me astonishing, how any man of sane mind,
could think to impose upon cthe s a belief, that such
a wholesale swindle could be sustained, or have a par-
ticle of efficacy 1n covering or lessening the turpitude
of the means, by which Lord Selkirk possessed him-
self of Fort William, and the property so attempted
to be conveyed to him.

What would be thought in England of his Lordship,
had he purchased there from a small proprietor or
share holder in the Pheenix fire Office, or in any o-
ther unchartered company in that country, net only his
own interest therein, but the whole property of the
concern, to be trans‘erred to him as a rival, in direct
epposition to the constitution, ot such concern, andto
detraud the other proprietors ? Would he dare to sup-
port the legality of such a purchase ?

fn numerous associations, none but directors, ma-
nagers,
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Bagers, or agents, (it is immaterial what appell-tion
they adopt) can do the business of such associations §
and the Agents of the North West Company were,
from its original formation, publickly known and re«
cognized, as the only executive representatives of that

concern,

His Lordship’s turpitude does not even rest here.
He sent Miles McDonell to request Daniel to write
letters to one Roderick McKenzie, and to the part~
ners and clerks of the North West Company in the
interior, to advice them to carry the packs, which
they may trade this winter, to Huds~n’s Bay next
spring, (from whence thev might finda passage to
England) in order to indempity themselves, as the
North West Company, (says he) is totally ruined.
Enquiring afterwards if such letters had been write
ten, and finding not, his Lordship desired that theie
names might be given to Miles McDonell, who cou!d
write in Daniel’s name. Daniel rec.mmended to the
*Clerks, and even to wintering partners of that Com.
pany, by his Lordship’s desire, to follow his orders,
as the only way of ingratiating themselves with him,
to save them from ruin.

Nay, to sucha pitch of shameless and unprineipled
audacity has his Lordship gone in these fraudulent
proceedings, that Daniel was made to write to Cuthe
bert Grant, a half-breed at the Red River, (cne of
those, for the arrest of whom warrants signed by his
Lordship had last spring been sent to Mr Semple,

with directions to be exccuted only in case that they
B ' would
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wouid not come over to his Lordskip’s views) against
whom Lord Sell:irk was most indignant and vindic-
tive, as having been with the escort or band who re-
sisted the unprovoked attack made upon them last
June, by Mr Semple and his pcople, when he, a:d
many cf them unhappily fell victims to their temerity
and aggression,

His Loidshi; made Dariel leave an epening to
this Cuthbert Grant for pardon and cblivien of all,
it he would turn now and support his interests ; add-
ing by way cf bait or -alvo, that ijs Lerdship was
induced to this, from (Grant having exerted himself,
although inefi ctually, to save Mr Semple’s life,

Thus, it isseen, as I have cn a former occasicn
cbserved, that his Lordship’s polar star is self-interest,
to which all public consideratzons, and the rights of
cthers, are invuriably sacrificed by him. No man,
‘who had not becone callous, could possibly have us-
ed magisterial authority for the systematic purpose of
destrcying rivals, in order to engross their trade by
himself and copartners, He probably presumes upen
Jmpunrity, by reascn of tis rank and irfluence, but
sadiv indeed must Britons be changed, if, when tke
truth, and the ab.ve mentioned swindle are known

by them, that rank be not considercd an aggravation
ot his crimes,

Sirce the capture of Fort Willizm, he sent 2 party
to take tre North \West Post at Lake La Pluie, cc-
copicd by a clerk znd a few mei. The coxmander

of
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-of the expedition, Captain D’Orsennons, began as
u:ual, by robbing the post of its powder and armmuni.
tion, placed there for Indian Trade, pretending it
was done as a prccaution to prevent injury to His
Majesty’s subjects ; and then campvclled the clerk to
dcliver over to him, tor Lis Lotuship, all the goods
and provisions, &c. un‘er an inventory, assuring him
upon his, D’Orzenson’s Honar, (duubtless a very sub-
stantial security) that lega authority to take the pro-
perty, and dispossess the clerk, was to follow, He;e
again the Jeddard Code is his rule.  First do the act,
and find an authuiity for so doing at leisure : the
clerk and people were lzid hold of, and sent away to
Fort William, but the iega! authority is to be founi
only in the will of this self-styled Sovereign Lord of
Assiniboia, .

He 2nd bis people are living uscon the provisiong
and means found by him at Fort William, belergisg
2o the North West Company ; which, if he posses.
sed the common feclings of cur nature, I should think

would occasionally stick in his throat, as the fruits of
dishonesty.

To add to his cther fcats, he has resisted a legal
warrant served upon him and his ¢ficers in duc form,
which warrant was granted by a Justice of Peace fr
the Western District of Upper Conad?, uprn afidas
vits regularly eade before him, he teing a magistrate,
under the like apprintment, and with the sam: aue
thority, by which his Lorlship has iscued bis 71—
sants at Fort William. This Magusirate has this

B2 oe?
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most essential superior-ity over his Lerdship, that he
had no interest whgtever dependant up. n the issue of
the warrant so gra: ted ; whereas all hiz Lordship’s
warrants were issued ¢ bis own cause, and for his

own benefit,

The above statements are substantially and literals
ly correct, and supportcd upon testimony, which no
artifice or quibble can overthrow, The only thing
that can be said for Daniel McKenzie, in extenua.
ti-n of his conduct, in so shameful a dereliction of
moral and conventional duty, s ; that the first oppor.
tunity ne had as a freeman, after getting out of his
Y ordship’s clutches, where he apprehended his life to
be in danger, was to go voluntarily to the nearest ma-
gistrate, viz. at Drummond’s Island, and before him
to make oath to the circumstances under wkich he acte
ed, and formally to protest against his own illegal part
in the fraudulent transacticns above narrated.

How base must be the tempter, when the tempted
thus voluntarily abjures and recants his participation
in so foul a business ?

The last accounts left his Lordship and band occus
pied in msking a road from Fort Wiiliam towards the
American frontier, probably in contemplation of en- .
deavoring to remove in the spring the extensive pluns
der he Las acquired.

MERCATOR.

Montreal, sth Feb. 1817,
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Page 10—3d line from the top of the Page, for ourte of Law, read
Courts of Lato.

Page 12—7th line from the bottom of the Page, for were, read tas.
Boutom of the Page, for session, read cession .

- Page 27—7lines from the bottom of the Pagr, for Confests, rsad
Contest.

Page 28—3d line from the top of the page, for propriclory read pro-
priectary,

Page 28—19 lines from the top of the page, for Ahe seized, read fo

seize.

Page 47—7. line from the top of tie Pave, for as also of his never
taking, tead as also of his never having taken.

Page 58—8th line from the top of the Page, for depository, read depo-
silary.

Page 681—S5th line from the top of the Page, for orzk¢, read aught.
Page 83 —9th line from the bottom of the Page, for there read their.

Page 68-==Tth line from the hottom of the Page, for about same time,
vead about the same time.

2d line from the bottom of the Page, for about samec time, read g.
dout the same time.

Page 72—Top of tbe Page, for Employ of that Company, read Em-
Dloy of the North West Company.

Page 94—4th line from the bottom of the Page, for practises, read
practices.



