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PRE F ACE. 

liN peruJing the flllo .. wing papers, in 
a fair manufcript, fent hither fm 
America, and from which tht:y art 

now faithfully printed, I 'lvas of opinion. 
that their publication might be accepto6lt 
to the curious, eJpecially to every man who 
loves his country. 

An Englijh neutral, a Britifo Jubjefl, who 
'Views the war we are now Jo jllJlly engagtd 
in, the caufes that led us into it, and the can
ftquences that may attend it, as Jo many tn'. 
fling occurrences; who can read his Majeflls 
and the French king's declarations of 'war 
with the fome gout as he would thofe of Car
thage againJl Rome, and Rome againJl Car
thage; who is no more concerned at their 
events, than at the atchievtments '!f tbe 
reno'llmed Don f/.gixote; and who beholds fitch 
formidable armaments now on the ocea17, and 
on lands/ar and near, with the jame ind!ffe-
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rence as he does the flight and return. if birds 
if pajfage; even Juch an unthin,king Briton, 
if fuch there be, may be Juppofed to ha1Jc 
euriqJity enough to read, 'with Jome pleafuFe, 
the fentiments of natio11S, as for diJlant 
from him 012 the globe, as, perhaps, he imo
gims them to be, with rejpea to his fuperi
or attainments as a rational creature. But, 

CJ'0 the truly Britijh foul, whoJe eyes are fix
ed on every objeEl that may a.fJeEl his coun
try; to the lo)'al heart which glows with 
warmth at the name of the honoured mid il
/u/lrious hero if theft pages, to him this book 
will afford a pleqJing entertainment. 

He who knows the valour and military 
qualifications of Sir William Johnfon, together 
'zeith the importance if the Illdiam in North 
America, eJpccially the Six Nations, to us as 
'well as to the French, ~'ill here be agreeably 
f'lZtertained with JPecimens of the political 
talents of that viElorious general, and the 
fagacity of the Indians. 

Whoever pretends to Jay, as fame have fa
tally imagined, that the American javagel 
.are of little or 110 account to our interefl on 
that continent, and that, therefore, it is not of 
great confequence, 'whether or no we endeavour 
to cultivate friendfhip with them; mujl be fo 

extremely 
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extremely igm;'rant, or elfe fa wilfully perverJe, 
that it 'would. be waJiing time to expofe the 
abfitrdity 4Iuch prepojlerous Juggtjlions. 

/l;·de-park education may, undoubtedly, qua· 
lify troops for being zifeJul in Flanders, orl in 
01?Y European field i and the arts and in-:
trigues of French policy mzijf necejJarily be 
fludied and praClifed, 'when we negociate with 
the court of France. 

But very lifeleJs, indud, wz'll either oj 
thofe . arts appear, whm tranJported to the 
banks of the Ohio, or applied to treaties with 
wild Indians. ' 

That we differ from the native Americans, 
no lifs in our martial and political conduCl and 
principles, than in our complexiollS and mall
mrs; the whole (eries of faCls, which have 
pajfed within theft two ),ears, flf!liciently 
e'vince. 

Of'lohat confequence the life of this brave 
general is to the glory of his King, and to 
the happinifs of his ftllow-JubjeCls, let L'ake 
George, let the eighth . qf September' Olle 
thouJand Jeven hundred and fifty-jive, and 
gmeral Diejkau bear witnefs! And Of 
what farther Jervice to both he has been, 
and fiill may be, in treating with the heads oj" 
p~wCJflt! Illdian nations, theft }heels will'JuJ-

A 2 jicimt/y 
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fitienly ~~nviir(e th, impartiallfnJ °inteOigml 
Reader. 

A foort account of the Six Nations,and of 
general Johnfan, it is prejumed~ may not he 
'Inacceptable to many of our readers. 

'I'~e firft, I flall extraCi from the Hi
fiory, written by the honourahle Cadwallader 
Colden, pr~dmt of bis MajeJly's coullcil and 
jurveyor-generQI of New - rork, to which, 
the reader is referred for farther informa
tion. The taft [./hall give, not only from my 
own perflnal kno'iV/edge if that gentleman, hut 
a!fo from what 1 have been credibly informed 
if, by his intim(lte aCfju(lintance in the govern-
ment where h~ liv~s. , _ 

cc The Five Nations corififi of fa many tribes 
" or nations, joined together by a league or. 
H confederacy like the united provinces, and 
ff without any Juperiority.--This union 
" has continued fa long that we Imo'llJ no
ec thing oj its original._-They are known 
(t to us by the n,(lmes of the Mohawks, Oney
cc does, Onondaglls, Ca.,vugas, and Senekas. 
" :the :tujkaroras, after a War they 
" had with tbe people 0/ Carolina, fod to the 
ec Five Natioln, and al't incorporated with 
Cf them j Jo that now, indeed, they properly 
•• ,OnAI of.fot nations. Ea,h of the"" 

¢(, ~·s 
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" is again divided into three diffirent trihes,' 
I( who diJlinguijh themfelves by three diffirent 
I( arms, viz. the Bear, the 'lortoift, and the 
" Wolf; the Sachems put that, belonging to 
" their tribe, to every publick paper. -
" They think themfelves, by nature, fuperior 
" to the rdl of mankind, and a./fume the 
" name of Ong\lie-honwe, that is, men fur
l( pqjJing all others.-This opinion gives them 
" that courage, which has been fo terrible to 
I( all the nations if North America; -. - and 
" that opinion, they have talun fuch care to im
" prefs on all their neighbours, that on alloc
" Ct!Jions, they )'ield to them the mqfl fubmif
~, jive obedience.-- They have fuch abfllute 
" notions of liberty, that they allow qfno kind 
" of fuperiority, and banijh all Jervitude from 
JC their territories. -- All the nations round 
CC them have, fv many years, entirely fuh
ec mitted to them, and pay a yearly tribute 
" to them in Wampum *; they dare neither 

{C make 
• " Wampum is the current money among the Indians: it 

!' is of two forts, white and purple; the white is ~orked 
!' out of the infide of the great conques, into the form of 
•• a bead, and perforated, to tiring on leather; the purple t 
II is worked out of the infide of the mufde 1hcIJ; they 
~. are wove as broad as one's hand, and about two feet long: 

.. thefe 
t As the Indians live far from the rea, ollr people make and rell 

~her". or excl .. nge them for beaver /kins, &c. and many, at Albany 
f'jfticul~rly. make 3 lj~\lQfol11e living I;>y ,pat tracle. . 
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~c make peilce or war withoitt the conjent Of' 
" the Mohawks: two old men commonly go 
c, about every year or two, to receive this 
H tribute; and I have often objerved, what 
" anxiety the poor Indians were under, while 
" theft t'lRJO old men remained among them. 
cc An old Mohawk Sachem, in a poor Man
e< ket and dir~y flirt, ~lliteS his orders, 'with 
" os arbitrary an authority as a Roman dic
e, tator.--'1he authority of their Sachems, 
" 'lobo govem in all publick qlfairs, as well 
(C as that of thet'r leaders and captains, C011-

ce .fijls whol{y, and is only obtained by the 
,c good opinion the nation have of the wif
H dom and integrity if the former, and of 
" the courage and conduE1 if the latter; and 
<c they loft it by a failure in thr!fe virtues. 

" Their iJ!flruJ11eJ2ts of 'lcar are mzJkets 
.. hatchets, and long Jl.'ar,-pointed knir.;es: 
" thefe they al7oa)'s carry aboItt 7.oith them . 

. " The hatchet, in war time, theyjlick in their 
"' girdle bcf.ind; and they have the art if 
" direCling and regulating its motioll, fa, 
.. that though it turns round as it flies, the 

" edge 
., thefe they call belts, and gi"e and receive at their tl"eatie., 
" as the feals of friendlhip ; for Jefi"er matters, a lingle firing 
.. i3 given. Every bead is of a known value, and a belt of 
" a Iefs number is made to equal one of a greater, by fo 
, m.w)" as are w'lllting, fafiened tQ the belt by a firing." 
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CI edge ahjJa)'s jticks in the trel', mar ih~ 
" place they aim at.--The ufe if NOWS and 
" arro'ws is now entirely laid qJide, except 
" among the boys. -Their cqJlles [or towns] 
cc are generally a /quare Jurrounded 'with 
"pdllifadoes, without any bqJliollS or oli!
" 'works-They exprefs peace by the meta
" phors if a tree and fire, aJzd all Indians 
" make ufe if a hatchet or * ax, as all em
~' blem of war." , 

Sir William Johnfon, Bart. was bam in 
Ireland, and is nephe7fJ if the late Sir Peter 
Warrell. His uncle, 'while captain if fi 
twenty gun flip if war, jtationed at Ne'i,c
rork, the year I cannot aftertain, married 
a lady, a native of that cit)'. Soon after, h~' 
purchafld large traCls 0/ land in that co
lony, and ]ent to Ireland jor his .{aid nepbe'iCl, 
then about feventeen or eighteen years of age, 
whom he put in pojJdJion a/a cOl!fiderable part 
r;f it, lying contiguous to tbe Mobawk COUll

try. Bya co'!fla1t1 rejidence tbere t e'Verjillce. 
and 

'" We are at a lofs to account for the expreffion in the 
23d page, of its being" fix'd in their heads." 

t There he learned the Mohawk language. This I 
arrert, from hearing him often converfe in it, with great f.1-
cility ; and yet we find, when he appears at thefe folemnitic3, 
to treat with them on behalf of his King. they confider him 
as an Englilhman, ignorant of their language; cODl'crfl!1g 
all along by an interpreter. 

z 
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and by purJuing, with indefatigable indij/rj} 
every prudent meaJure, that occurred, he 
has many years jince improved wild, wood), 
lands into plentiful rich farms; thereby has had 
the pleafure of living in a neighbourhood of 
wealthy farmers and indujlrious tradefmen; 
all his own tenants; who were firfl invited 
thither by him, and from the lo'wd/ circum
fiances, have arrived to what they are, bj 
the liberality of his purfe, ami the wiJdoln 
of his inJlruClions. 

Be.ftdes the attention his eflate demanded, 
whichmufl have been co1!fiderable, he, till 
very * lately, traded largely as a merchant 
with his Indian neighbours, and more eJPe
dally with our Indian traders, who gfJ 
every fpring from Albany, and other parts" 
to OJwego; where multitudes if Indians from 
diJlant regions aifomble, and barter beaver 
/kim, &c. for European commodities. Theft 
the principal traders uJed to take from Sir 
William's flore, on credit, as they paj[ed by his 
door in their boats on the Mohawk river, 
in their way to OJwego; and pay for them 
on their return, the enfuing fall, in the gO(Jds 
they got in exchange. 

As 
• See one of his fpeethes to the Kanufkado Ipdians in 

Jlage 54. where we learn .. he has no goods of his own to 
~' fell.'~ . 
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As our trade with the Indians is of great 

advantage to us, and had in him one of its 
principal Jupparts, l/hauld with much regret 
have heard of his declining bujineft, had I not 
Imown, that the perfidy and ambit-ion afa refl
left alllddangerous neighbour,ond the good of hz's 
cf»tntry called him to aElirm in a nohler Jphere. 
Few merchants had faith like him, to truft 
large e.fIeEls in the bands of Joung, .raw and 
unexperienced men, whom he chafe to encourage 
for t-heir induflry; indeed few could, none ha
'Ving Jucb a capital, nor any in the country 
fi la1"ge an affortment: add to this, that his 
houje,I(Jery properly calledFortJohnfln, isjitu
pted above 30 miles hack from Alhatty hy land, 
tl great way farther by water; which con-

jiderably le.lfened the expenee, trouble and time 
. of the traders, and conjequf1ltly enabled them 
to deal to hetter ad"Jantage. But what rell

dered him of yet more utility, in this reJPeCf. 
was, that in all his trarfaElions he ever aEled 
'Vith fa much opennifs and integrz'tJ, that thoJe 
who once dealt with him thought themfel'Ves 
happy in improving the correjpondmce. 

For many years he has been colonel of mi- , 
litia in the county of Albany; and about jix 
years ago he was appointed one of his Maje~ 
fly's honourable Council of the province of 

a lVew-
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New York; thence is he jliled the Honourable 
in this book. He is turned of Jorty years if 
age, ofjlature near fix feet, of a mofl comely 
aJPeff, and is {'(}ery way well Jorm'd for the 
1llo/l manly exercijes. N(;twithflan'ding what 
I have faid of him, jhould I be ajked, Whether 
he has any enemies in the circle of his ac
quaintance? I would anfwer, What is the 
?latural, the unavoidahle conJequence of merit ?" 
is it not to be envied? 

The reader will find} that the conferencu 
are ?lot inferted in order of time; if that be 
afault, it jhould not be charged to our accounti 
the whole being exaClly printed from our ori
ginal, and from which, we apprehend, we 
were not at liberty to depart. 'Ihe notes, ex
cept one in page 37, and another in page 45, 
are by 

THE EDITOR. 
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A 

VOCABULARY 
OF 

Some Words and Names ufed by the French 
Authors, who treat of the Indian.Eflfairs, 
which are different from the Names of the 
fame People or Place, ufed or zmdetjlood '" 
the Englilh, and may therefore be lififul tf) 
thoJe who intend to read the French Ac
I:OU11t5, or compare them with the Accounts 
now publiJhed. (Colden.) 

Names ufed by tbe '.The fame called by the Eng~ 
French. lilli, or Five Nations. 

Abenaguies. 

Algonkins. 
Amihouis. 

.Amiez. 

Bay des puans. 
Chigagou. 
Corlaer, or Corlard. 

Owenagungas, or New": 
England Indians, 0714 

ore fometime; called the 
Eaftern Indians. . 

Adirondacks. 
Dionondadies, or Tuinon"; 

dadeks, aBranch or'l'ribe 
of the ~atoghies. 

Moha wks, called ltkcwi/I 
Maquas. 

Enitajiche. 
Caneraghik. 
Schenethdy. But the Five 

Nations 
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NlJmes uJed hy the C£'he fame (a//ed hy the Eng-

French. liili, or Five Nations. 

Detroit. 
'Huroos. 
Hinois. 
lroquois. 
Dac huron. 
Loops. 
M;;mhattan. 

. A-hfcoutecs. 
Momigan. 

Miunies. 
, Miffilimakinak. 
Millifakies. 
Oneyouts. 
Ootario lac. 
Or.mge. 
. putagamies. 
Outawas. 
}tenards. 

, Sauiteurs. 
Shaouonons. 
Tateras. 
Terre rouge. 
Tongorias. 
Tfonontouans. 

Nations (OflZm81Z/y call the 
GO'lltrnor of New York 
hy this Name, and often tbe 
People of tbe Province of 
New York in general. 

Teuchfagrondie. 
~atogj1ie. 
ChiB:aghicks. 
'Ihe Five Nations. 
Caniatare,or~atoghe lake 
Scahkook Indians. 
New York City. 
Odi!1aftagheks. . 
Mahikander,orRiver Indi-

ans, living on Hudfon's 
River below Albany. 

Twightwies. 
Teiodondoraghie. 
Achii faghecks. 
Oneydoes. 
Cadarackui lake. 
Albany • 
~ackfies and SCllnkfiks. 
U tawawas, or Dewagunhas 
~akfies. 
Eftiaghicks. 
Satanas. 
Todericks. 
Scunkfik. 
Erighecks. 
Senekas. 
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Fort Johnfon, Decemb. 7. 1755. 

'The S PEE C H of the honourable major-gme
ral Johnfon at a meeting oj the Mohawks, 
Oneidas, r lI/caroras and Senecas. 

Arent Stevens, interpreter. 

Brethren of the Mohawks, Senecas, Oneidas, 
and Tufcaroras, 

Am glad to fee you here at the 
meeting-place of all the nations, 
after tbe dangers and fatigues of 
the campaign. The rea/on of my 
fending for you immediattly on my 

return is very preffing. 
Your brother the governor of New-York 

wrote me a ktter, dated nine days ago, which 
overtook me at Skenadady, acquaInting me, 
that the Shawanefe, Delawares, and River-in
dians were committing hotblities in the fourhern 
parts of this province, as· well as in the Jerfles and 
Pennfylvania; that they had burnt [c v.:ral out
fettlements in thofe provinces, and killed many 
of our people who never offended them: as thofe 
Indians are looked upon by us as allies and depen
dants of you the fix nations, and living within the 

B limitS 



limits of your country, I mull: ddire you will, 
without lors of time, reprimand them for what 
they have already done, prevent their doing any 
more mifchief, and inlill: on their turning their 
arms with us againft the French and their In
dians ; both your and our common enemy, and 
that without lo(~ of time. This is what you en
gaged to do at the general meeting lail: June at 
my houfe: I am furprized you have not done it 
before, and I expect: you will now do it without 
lofs of time; if not, we will endeavour to put 
a il:op to their barbarities, and do ourfdves that 
juftice the law of nature allows. 

A belt • 

. Brethren of the confederate nations, 
I defire you will fend me, from time to time. 

what news you receive from your allies to the 
fouthward and weftward, as at all times it is 
very necelfary for me to know it, and more par
ticularly fo at this time: in return, you may de
pend on my giving you all the news among us, 
which may be ufeflll to you. 

A large belt. 

Their anfwer. 
Brother, 

'We are obliged to you for the welcome you 
give us, and atfure you we are equally rejoiced 
to meet you here at our fire, after your great, 
fatigue and danger; and congratulate you on your 
fuccefs over Ollr common enemy. 

It gives us the gr,eateil: concern, to hear of 
the barbarities of our coufins the Delawares, to 
our brethren the Englilh; and we alfure you we 
fualJ, without lofs of time, forward your melfage 

through 
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through all the nations, and ufe all arguments ill 
our power for their exerting themfelves on this 
important occafion. 

A belt. 
Brother, 

We will al[o recommend it to them to keep 
up a conftant correfpondence with you, as we are 
fenfibJe it is of the utmoft confequence at all 
times, but more fo at preient. 

A belt. 

At a meeting if the Mohawks, Oneidas, and 
'IltJi:aroras, December 26. J 755. 

Sequareefere, a chief of Tufcarora, fpoke. 

Brother Warraghiyage "', 
We return you our hearty thanks for the care 

you take of us in fupplying us with ammunition, 
large guns and paint; as we do not know how 
foon the enemy will come lIpon us: we have been 
fpeaking to Ollr elddl brothers thefe four years, 
about having a place of defence made againft the 
French, bll[ could never bring them to a concJu
fion until now, having promifed to join and ailift· 
our brothers the Engli!h againfi: any attempu 
which the French !hall make upon them. 

• A ftring of wampum. 

Canaghquayefon fpoke. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
We join with our brothers, the Tufcaroras, in 

ret~ning you our hearty thanks for advifing us 
B 2 to 

.. The name given by the Mohawk-indians t!> gener~1 
Johnfon, on his being many ye.1ri ago adopted mto ,helt 
nation. 
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ttl be upon our guard againfr the malicious de
figns of the French, and that you would fupply 
us withammunition, large guns, paint, &c. 

j\ belt. 
Brother Warraghiyagey, 

\Ve own we have been 100: or drunk thefe 
feveral years paft, in not lillening to you and our 
youngeft bro~hers in joining the two callIes to
gerher; but we have now opened our ears which 
have: bten ftopped, and are determined to live 
and die with you. 

A belt. 
Brother \Varraghiyagey, 

You acquainted us fome time ago, of the de. 
figns of the French in encroaching upon our 
hunting-grounds, and advifed us to be upon our 
guard dgainil: them, or otherwilt: they would 
come and difpo1Tcfs ;md deft roy llS all ; it feems to 
us now that ~hey had blindtd our eyes, and it is 
plain to us as the fun that rifts in the morning, 
that thty had it in view. 

No doubt out YOu have heard that the French 
had invited us to meet them at Swegatfy; but we 
have taken ~ firm refolution never to liften to any 
but yourfdt: we don't fpeJk this from our lips 
only, but it comes from the bottom of our hearts. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
You blame us for not t,,-king care of our allies 

to the fOLlthward, hut we affure you we have 
fame tIme ago (ent four large belts to them, 
defiring thty would not i'Jin with any but whom 
the five nJnons joilled; and fince we are im
form:'(; thar the belts and me/fages we fent were 
directly made known to the French. Now, bro
ther, we have fent another mcffage, defiring that 

the)' 
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they would come and fpeak with us; and be 
affured we will do our utmoft endeavours to put 
a fiop to any more blood !bed that way; and we 
hope, that you will ddire thE' governors to do 
their utmoft in bringing them over to us, as we 
are fure there is nothing draws them from us but 
the large prefents which the French make them. 

A belt. 
Brother Warr<1gh;v:lgf'Y, 

We have fent to the RIver-indians and Shawa
nefe to come to our caftle, to hear from their 
own mouths what they have to fay for their kil
ling fo many of our brothers; and if they !bould 
not come upon our meffage, we the Oneidas, 
and Tufcaroras Sachems, are determined to go 
to them and know the reafon of it. 

Governor Shirley promifed to have a fort built 
for us, and men to garrifon it; and not hearing 
any thing about it fince, we think he will defer 
it until fpring; fo hope that you will have a fort 
huilt immediately, and men to garrifon it, as 
we are certain the French only wait a favourable 
opportunity to fall upon us. 

A ftring. 

My • anfwer made February 17. 1756. 

Arent Stevens, interpreter. 

Brethern of Tufcarora, 
I received the friendly fpeech which you made 

at my hOLlet when I was at New-York, together 
with your acknowledgments for the arms, am
munition, &c. I gave your nation; I heartily 
~ifh they may anfwer ~he end they were defigned 
fpr, which was to enable you to feeure yourfeJves 

. a~ainft 

ill Viz. general Johnfon. 
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againtl any attempts of the French, or any other 
enemy. I highly approve of your wifdom and 
timely advice to your elder orothers the Oneidas, 
and am extremely glad that you and they have 
at laft agreed to build ;I place of defence, and to 
join your brethren the Englilh again!!: any attempts 
of your and our common enemy the French. 
\ A belt. 

Brethren of Oneida. 
It highly pleafes me to find you fo grateful 

for the advice I have given you, and tht affif
tance I promifed you fhould have, as well as 
your brethren the Tufcaroras; and I exptCl: you 
and they, together with the Skaniadoradighronos, 
will live fo compaCl:, and have your caftle forti
fied in fuch a manner, as may enable you to make 
a bold defence, fhould any attempts be made 
againft you. 

If you do this, and have a good officer with 
a party of men there, nothing can hurt you. 

A belt. 
Brethren, 

Nothing C:1O give me greater fatisfaCl:ion, than 
to find you have at laft come to your fenfes, and 
to the ufe of your hearing, of which you have 
acknowledged to have been bereft fome tim~. 

As I have a great regaid for you, I moft fin
ceedy wilh you may continue in your fenfes, that 
you may follow the wholefome advice which your 
brother the Tufcarora, although younger, has 
given you, and that which I fhall from time to 
time give you. 

Brethren, 
Had you been in your right fenfes, and your 

eyes open when I timely acquainted you with the 
defi&ns 
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defigns of the French encroaching on your hunt
ing-grounds, and de!hoying you, and had fol
lowed my advice, the French would not have 
been now in poffellon of the beft part of your 
country, and bid you defiance as they now do. 

Shake away then that infatuation, which has 
fo long had the better of you, and exert your
felves now in conjunB:ion with your Father the 
King's troops, and you may frill recover your 
lands and be a happy people, which is the fin
cere willi of your Father and all your brethren. 

Your not complyIng with the governor of 
Canada's invitation to meet him at Swegatfy, was 
quite right; and 1 am glad you have taken fo 
firm a refolution of adhering to your engage
ments: had you aB:ed otherwile, it would have 
been a breach of the many lolemn promifes you 
have made to me on that head. 

A belt. 

Brethren of Oneida and TUlcarora, 
I am heartily plealed to hear from YOll, that 

you have not been fo remils as I imag;ned, with 
regard to the Delawares and Shawanefe; and that 
you are determined to have a conference with 
them. I mull: preis you in the moll: frrenuoliS 
manner to exert your authority ;;t laid meeting, 
and let me know the relult thereof -as loon as 
pomble. 

A belt. 
Brethren, 

I heard general Shirley fay, that he had or
dered a fort to be built for you lome time ago: 
why his orders have not been complit'd with I 
cannot fay; but this I may venture to affirm, it 
was not his fault: howevtf, as you now delJre it 

may 
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may be built, I will order proper perfons to go 
about it as loon as pollible. 

A belt. 
Ended. 

Copy of a letter of the Rev. Mr. Hawley at 011(4 

hughquagey, to the honourable William John/on, 
dated Onehughqtlagey, December 27· 1755. 

Very honoured Sir, 
The Sachems who went from hence with your 

meffage .to the Delawares, jufl: now returned 
from Tiaogo, and defire me to pen the follow
ing letter to your honour; in which you have a 
brief account how the quarrel between the Eng
lilh and Delawares began, and what has hap
pened fince, according [0 the account which we 
have from Tiaogo. In which alfo your honour 
has the anfwer of the Delawares to the mdrag~ 
you fent them by the bearer hereof, and a !hort 
fpeech which thofe Indians delired me to pen re
lative to the affairs. Your honour will pardon 
me if I am not fo particular in my narration as 
the Indians are in telling a {tory. The ktter 
which I am defired to write, except abbrevia
tions, is as follows: 

Brother J ohn[on, 
vVe have been to Tiaogo upon your affairs. In 

the fafl: place we relate what news we hear; the 
Indians there inform us that about two months 
ago, there was a party of Engli!h at Tfineanke, 
alias Shamokin, upon a fcouting defign; and that 
while they were there, news came that there was 
a party of French and Indians from Ohio about 
there; and Skaronyade adviii:d the Englifh party 

to 
2 
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to return back, and by all means to keep on the 
eaft-fide of the river: they took his advice, 'tis 
faid, and returned, but wtnt the weft-fide of the 
river, and that before they had gone far a French 
party came upon them, fired, and drove them 
into the river, where four of the Englifh were 
drowned. Not long after this, that an Englifh
man came to Sk:lhandow-ane alias Wayoming, 
and as he ufed to trade upon this river, the In
dians afked him whether he brought any goods 
with him; he faid no, but I have brought my 
body, my fiefh, and you may do what you 
pleafe with me: 'tis you, faid he, and the fix: 
nations, who killed our people the other day, I 
was there, I know your language, it was ctr
tainly you that did the mifehid; and now, faid 
he, you and the Englifh will fight; may be you 
think that you and your uncle the fix nations are 
able to ftand the Englifh: I tell you, faid he. 
that we can pinch you between our fingers; I 
don't cheat you, and act in the dark and under
handed, as you do, but tell you plainly that the 
Englilh are going to fight you: in fix days more 
the Englifh will fet out from all points againfr 
you. The Englifhman returned to the white 
people, and informed them that a great multi
tudt of Indians of all nations were gathered at 
Wayoming, &c. Then the Englifh that way 
made it their bufinefs to take as many of the 
Delawares who lived among, or near the white 
people, and made them prifoners, as they could 
lay hands on; the number they took, 'tis raid. 
is 232 in all; one old man they took, who heard 
the account which the Englifhman brought from 
Wayoming, made his eteape with much diffi
culty, and carried the ntws back to Wayoming, 

C and 
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and gave an account of the EngliJh taking the 
Delawares who lived near the white people, 
&c. &c. 

The Indians of vVayoming, 'tis [aid, were much 
concern'd after the Englilhman had been there •. 
and kept [cours out to fee if any EngliIh were 
coming againft them; at laft they faw a lingle 
man coming, the Indians went to the white man. 
and aiked him whether he was alone; he told 
them, that three more, who were gentlemen" 
were coming to have a treaty with them: they 
foon ;;rrived, and caUed the Indian! together, and 
informed them that they were fent to treat with 
them about building a fort there, that their [quas 
and children might be proteB:ed from the French. 
The Indians deli red to fee their commifilon, they 
produced a certificate of it in writing; the In
dians objected againft their not having wampum; 
with that they produced another paper. Now 
the old man, who had been taken by the Eng
lilh, and made his efc3pe, faid to the Indians. 
don't you believe thefe men, they only mean to· 
deceive YOll, and make YOll prifoners, or put you 
to the f word. 

At that the Indians took their hatchets, and 
knocked them all on the head, except the Indian 
trader, who came there before, and was now 
with thefe gentlemen that m~Je i,;s ' :cr'i ':. 

Thus, brother j0hn(:'!1, we have given you an 
;;ccount how the quarrel began between the Eng
liJh and Delawares, ann what has happened fince ; 
and if they have told us a pack of lyes, we can
not htlp it. 

Now, my brother, we give YOll the anfwer of 
the Dt'iawares to the meilagt -.- \' fent by the 
brart:r; this is [b,: anfwc:r our .. _/..~ ... " f)' ,'es. 

Brother 
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Brother J ohnfoD, 

We deure to know what is the reafon of the 
'quarrel between us and our brethren the Engliln; 
you fay you are ignorant of it, fo are we; we 
don't know the caule of this quam:\. 

'Tis true, brother, as you fay, we are not at 
our own command, but under the direction of 
the fix nations; we are women, our uncle muft 
fay what we mull: do; he has the hatchet, and 
we mull: do as he fays. 'Tis trlJe, brother, we 
have not the hatchet, we are poor women, and 
out of temper: we are much obliged to you, 
brother, that you tell us to flop, and leave off 
that which we have begun to do; we hear you, 
we flop and repent. 

But, brother Johnfon, fame of our young men, 
a few days ago, went out againfi: the Engli{h; 
we can't help it, though we have ftnt after them 
as foon as we heard from you, brother, to ftop 
them, and call them back. Now, brother, you 
mull: take care of your fide too; many of our 
people are now captives among the Englifh, we 
muft fee everyone of them return again, or elfe 
it will not be well. We fnall wait two months 
to fee whether our captives are given up. and if 
we don't fee them then, we don't know what 
we {hall do; when We fee our people again, then 
we {hall contrive to make up the matter, and 
fettle affairs, and not till then. 

Thus, brother Johnfon, you have the anfwer 
·of my nephew to your melTage. 

Now, brother, we that are young ones here 
would fay a few words; by and by you {hall 
hear from our heads; we afi( leave for once, ac
.cordi'ng to the Englifh cull:om, to ufe paper in
:ftead of wampum. 

C 2 Brother 
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Brother Johnfon, 

Be {hong, do all you can on your parr, ~nd 
we will do all we can on ours: let m, both of us, 
be engaged to purfue to the things that make for 
peace and harmony; you'll not doubt brother, 
but that the fix nations will make it their bUll. 
nefs to fet things to right again, and make up 
the unhappy quarrel between our brethren the 
Englifh and the Delawares our nephews. 

Be {hong, brother, be engaged and we will ar
fill: you, and we need not doubt but we !hall 
gain the point. . 

We would inform you, brother, that the Dela
wares tell us that two companies of their men 
fet out not long ago againft the Engli!h; but 
they have now f,nt after them to bring them 
back. They' fay that there were 80 in one and 40 
in the other company; and that a number are fet 
out from Ohio lately againft the Englifh frontiers. 

Thus, honoured Sir, I have wrote all that the 
Indians defired, I have wrote in hafte, and not 
correct as I might, had I had Jeifure ; the Indians 
from Tiaogo arrived juft at fun-fet, and the 
bearer defigning to fet out early in the morning, 
I muft fend this rough account jull: as it is, I 
rely on your honour's candour. 

If I can ferve your honour in any thina in your 
public affairs, I am yours at command,1:> 

Gidn. Hawley. 

P. S. I propore to your honour's conlideration, whe
ther it would be well for the Englilh to builQ 
a fort and keep a garrifon. I don't at all think 
that the Delawares deGgn to be peaceable; ~ 
fort here perhaps will be neceffary to keep the 
Tefl of the Indians on the river in good order. 

To the honourable William Johoron. 
For~ 
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Fort Johnfon, February 29, 1756. 
At II meeting f?l the Aughquageys, Tu}'caro

ras, Skaniadaradighronos, ChugiJlluts, Mtl
hickanders and Shmoaneje, 'Thomas their 
JPeaker flood up and went through the ce
remony of condo/ance lor the lop if my 

}iller and brother-in-law *, and then pro
ceeded as /o//070S : 

Brother W arraghiy agey, 

We will now open our hearts to you, and 
throw off the burthen which lays fo heavy upon 
us; it grieved us much to hear it was fuggefted, 
that all the nations living upon the banks of Suf
quehanna, even as far as Aughquagey had joined 
the French. We affure you it is a falfe report. 
and we appeal to you, brother, whether we have 
not ({ince your acquaintance with us) always 
proved true brethren to the Englifh, and ftrictly 
adhered to the agreements made fo long ago be
tween them and our fore-fathers; and depend 
upon it we ever fhall, notwithftanding all the 
temptations of the French. What we now fay 
comes not from our lips only, but from the very 
bottom of our hearts. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We fpeak now in behalf of the Oneidas, Tu(. 

caroras, Skaniadaradighrvnos and Chugnuts ; and 
we .{nay fay we fpeak alfo in behalf of the Sha· 
wanefe, who are now upon their way to Chug~ 
nut, where they are to fettle and live under our 
proteCtion; alfo the Delaware-indians, who li~e 

upon 
• Capt. Ferrall, his fifter's huiliand, killed in the battle at 

Lake-Georgli, September 7, 17;). Vide General JohnCon's 
le~ter in London Gazette, z~ Oaober 1755. 
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upon the eaft branch of that river near the head 
of it, have given us the ftrongeft afTurances, that 
they will live and die with us, and in confequence 
of that will keep up the fame friendlhip and alli
ance with the Englilh, which now fubftfi:s be
tween us and them ; and this belt we hereby de
liver to you as a teftimony thereof. 

Gave the belt. 
Brother Warraghiyagey, 

We beg leave to lay our immediate danger 
and diftrefs before you; we are now entirely ex
poCed to the merciltfs power of the French and 
their Indians, our and your common enemy; 
their hatchet is ready to fall upon our heads, 
their Indians who live not far from us, threaten 
us for our attachment to you, for they call and 
look upon us as Englifh, as we truly are. Now, 
brother, our earnell: requell: is, that you would 
build us a fmall place of defence, wherein our old 
men, women, and children may have fhelter in 
this time of danger; and that you would alfo 
fupply_ us with arnis, ammunition, &c. where
with to defend ourfelves from any attempts the 
enemy may make upon us. 

Gave a belt. 

February 2,1756. 

At a meeting if the Oneidas, Tufcaroras, 
Skaniadaradigbronos, Cbugnuts, and Ma
hickanders, I made an anfwer to their 
fpeech in the pre fence of, 

The Rev. Mr. Hawely, 
Lieutenant Miller, 
Mr. Reed, 
Three Interpreters, 

Mr. Daniel Claufe, 
Arent Stevens, 
:William Printup, 

Canadagaye 
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. Canadagaye a Mohawk chief, my fpeaker, 

frood up and anfwered to their fpeech as fol
lows, viz. 

Brethren of the Oneidas~ Tufcaroras, Ska~ 
niadaradighron05, Mahickanders, Chug
nuts, and Shawanefe. 

I approve much of your opennefs of heart to 
me on this oecaGon, and as that is the fureft way 
of having your grievances redreffed, I would 
advife you (as I have often your brethren of the 
fix nations) always to follow that method, and 
you may be affured I will endeavour to eafe 
your minds, and do every thing in my power to 
contribute to your happinefs. As for the idle 
furmifes of, or reports fpread by any ill minded 
filly people, who know nothing of your fenti
ments, or the ftate of your or our affairs, I muft 
defire you will not give ear to, nor be in the 
leaft uneafy at them, for their words are like 
wind and not to be noticed. If at any time your 
minds are difturbed, or that you labour under 
any difficulties, let me know it immediately. 
YOll may depend upon relief. The {trong afiu
rances you now, and always have given me of 
your attachment to your brethren the Englifh~ 
and of your gathering together, gives me the 
greateft pleafure, and will animate me to take. 
more care of you, which you may depend upon 
as long as you continue ,ftedfaft friends to the 
Englifh, which you will ever find it your intereft 
to do. 

A belt. 
Brethren of the fevera! before-mentioned 

nations, 
Your cafe I have confidered, and agree with. 

you in opinion, that your prefent fituation is far 
from 

5 
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from being fafe, having fa dangerous and deceit~ 
ful an enemy, as the French are notoriou!ly 
known to be on the one fide, and their blind
folded, ralb Indians (who know not their own 
intereft) on the other. \Vherefore, agreeable to 
your requeft, I {hall immediately have a fort 
built for the fafety of your old people, children, 
and friends, living round about there; I will al-
10 fupply you with arms, ammunition, &c. to 
defend the faid fort, againft any attempts the 
French, or their Indians, may make upon you: 
keep a good look out, and if at any time you find 
a defign againft you, Itt me know it, and I will 
come immediately to your affiftance. This I 
confirm by this belt of wampum. 

A belt. 
February 2, 1756. 

'l'he an firm of the dughquagc)'s, 'Iufcaroras. Ska
niadaradighronoJ, Mahickanders, Chugnuts, and 
Shawanefe· 

Adam, [peaker. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
\Ve the feveral nations of Indians living at and 

about Sufquehanna river and its branches, here 
prefent, return you our moft hearty thanks for 
your kind compliance to our requefts, as well 
as for the great regard you {hew for our fafety, 
by promifing to come in perf on to our affiftance. 
thould there be occalion at any time for it: this 
convincing proof of your love for us, at this cri
tical time, lays us under the greateft obligations; 
and be affured we and ours {hall never forget it 
as long as the waters of Sufquehanna run. 

A belt, and finifhed, giving fix fuouts of ap
probation. 

Friday 
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Friday 6th, I Cent an Indian expre~, with :1 

belt of wampum, to know the rearon of the fix 
nations delay. 

Monday 9th, Not hearing from them yet, 
Rnd all the other nations waiting here impatienrly~ 
llifpatched Jacobus Clemont, one of the inter
preters, to bring them down fpeedily. 

\Vednefday I nh, Three Onondago warriors 
arrived at my houfe, with three ftrings of wam
pum from the Sachems, acquainting me that 
their nations Cayougas,. and Senecas, were mak
ing all the hafte pomble, and would be here to
morrow in a body: in the afternoon the Onon
dagos and Cayougas arrived, and told me that 
fifty Senecas would be here to-morrow. 

The Mohawk Sachems came to me with an 
exprefs from their brethren the Canajoharees, ac
quainting them and me, that the Oneidas and 
Tufcaroras, were to be on Friday at their caftle, in 
ordtr to condole the death of the great Hen
drick, and the other chiefs of that caftle, who 
were fiain at Lake George, and dtfired theirs 
and my attendance at the ceremony; I gave 
them the proper belts of wampum on that oc
cafion, and dtlirtd they would aCt for me, as 
I cmlld not pofi'ibly attend, there being fa many 
Indians at my haufe, which they readily agreed 
to, and fet off. 

Thurfday I2.th, The Senecas arrived and told 
me, that the Oneidas and Tufcaroras would not 
be here until Satllfday or Sunday, for the above
mentioned rearon . 

. Friday 13th, Some more of the Senecas ar~ 
rived, when I performed the necdTary CtTemony 
on that occlfion. 

D Saturday 
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Saturday J 4th, I had an exprefs fent me by 
the Canajoharees, that a great number of the One
idas, Tufcaroras and Mohawks, were met there, 
and would finith their condolence that day, and 
fet off the next; which they accordingly did: 
and on 

Monday 16th, The Oneidas and Tufcarora$ 
arrived here, when I received them, and per
formed the ufual ceremony on that occation. 

After that Canaghquayefon, an Oneida Sachem, 
frood up and fpake: 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We doubt not but you have been uneafy at 

our ftaying fo long after our brethren of the other 
nation; the reafon is this, we have been clearing 
up the road of our fore-fathers, as is cuftomary 
among us (meaning the condoling of the lofs of 
feveral of their people. who died and were killed 
fince they travelled that road before) particularly 
at Canajoharee, where we have loil: two great 
men, in whofe ftead or room we have appointed 
others. Our brethren of the other nations have 
paffed by and neglected this, which we think 
wrong. Now we are here compleat, and beg 
you will be eafy in your mind. 

A belt. 
Brother W arraghiyagey, 

Hoping we have now quieted your mind. we 
beg you will think and fpeak coolly, otherwife 
it may be of ill confequence to us, as our wel
fare depends greatly on your cool deliberations. 
. A belt. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
As this is the council room, where all the af

fairs of the fi,,· qaJ;ions are tranfacted; and as you 
told 
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told me you would keep a white wing hanO'ing 
in it to fweep it clean with, we now taktthis 
fan down, and fweep all duft and dirt out of it, 
fo as nothing may intt=rrupt us in OUI' councils 
and deliberations. 

Three ftrings of wampum. 

February 16th, J 756. 

~ anfwer to the Oneidas and Tufcaroras fPeech. 

Brethren, 
On y6ur arrival yefterday you exprefTed your 

concern, lell: I might be uneafy at your ftaying 
fo much longer than the reft of your brethren, 
and than the time appointed. The rcafons YOll have 
given for it are a fufficient apology; I am very 
glad you have done every thing necefTary on your 
part, agreeable to your cuftoms, and the rules 
laid down to you b1 your wife anceftors. So 
many of you appearing here now at this council, 
and at fo bad a feafon of the year, gives me great 
pleafure, as it plainly demonftrates your regard 
to my invitation. 

A belt. 
Brethren, 

1 thank you for the prudent and kind fteps 
you have taken to quiet my mind at this time; 
I affure you it is quite fettIed, and my thoughts 
fixed upon nothing fo much, as what may tend 
to your welfare, and that of all your brethren in 
~eneral. 

A belt. 
Brethren, 

I have had this council room (on my inviting 
you and the reft of the nations to it) well clean fed ; 
but as you imagined it might have (by your ftay-

D 2 ir.~ 
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ing fo much longer than the time appointed for 
meeting) gathered fome dufi:; I am glad ·you 
have taken down the fJn, and fwept it fo, tbat no
thing might in the leaft impede our confultations. 

Three things of wampum. 
Ended this affair . 

.:1: a prir..·atl' mel'ting if the upper lvfohawk 
cr!Jt'le, IFedJ/ejday the 18tb, 

PRE S E ~ T all the fachems and warriors, 
Abraham. Hf'ndricl~'s brother, ftood up andrpoke. 

Brother 'W :maghiyagey, \ 
We return you pur hearty thanks, for the care 

YOLl have taken in fortifying our caftle laft fum
mer, agreeable to our defire-, and alfo of garri
foning it in our ahft'nce, for the fecurity of our 
old people and !=hildren. And as we look llpon 
it as neceffary now as ever (from the many re
ports We daily have, of the French's intentions 
of attacking us for o1]r attachment to you) we 
earnelily ddire there may be an officer, and a 
pr9per number of men, pofted there, as foon as 
pollible for our defence. 

A belt. 
Brethren of Canajoharee, 

As I am fulJy convinced of your fincerity and 
;lttachment to his Majefly's intereft, I readily 
comply with your requeft, not doubting it wil1 
be very agreeable to your Father the great king, 
W!lO has nothing more at heart than the fafelY 
;lm\ wtlfare of you. his faithful children; as an 

. ilffurance of what I fay, and now promife to you, 
I give you this belt of wampum. 

. A bel~! 
So this meeting enJed. 
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At a meeting if five hundred and eighty:/i.'C 
q/ the jix nations and their allies, at FOl't 

JohnIon, February the 18th J 756. 
PRESENT, 

The honourable Willi. 
am Johnfon, fole fu
perintendant of their 
Affairs, 

The Rev. Dr.Ogilvie*, 
The Rev. Mr. Hawley, 
Capt. Beckwith, 
Lieut. Miller, 
Lieut. Dunbar, 

Lieut. Pottinger, 
Lieut. Mills t, 
Lieut. Lottridge, 
Capt.Butler§, and other 

Indian officers, 
Several gentlemen, 
The deputy fecretlry, 
And four interpreters. 

I, (viz. Gen. Joblifon) fpoke as follows: 
Brethren of the fix united nations, 

I have heard with great concern that a war
party of the Senecas, the molt remote nation of 
~he confederacy, have had a confiderable mifun
derltanding with their brethren the Englifh to 
the fouthward, which has been fatal to fome of 
that nation. I am extremely unable to expre[c; 
my concern for that unhappy affair; and as the 
hatchet remains fixed in your heads, I do with the 
greate!l: affeCtion and tendernefs remove it thence. 

A belt. 
Brethren, 

With this belt I c1eanfe and purify the beds of 
thofe who fell in that unfortunate affair, from the 
d!!filement they have contraCted. 

A belt. 
Brethren, 

• Miffionary, llationed among the Mohawks. t A brave 
Englilh.man, Lieutenant of the independant companies in the 
province of New· York. § An Irifh gentleman, in the fame 
rank with Mills, and has refided among the Mohawks above 
;0 ycan, 



Brethren, 
I am informed that upon that unhappyocca

tion you have loft three of your principal war
riors; I do with this belt cover their dead bo
dies, that they may not offend ollr light any more, 
and bury the whole affair in eternal oblivion. 

A belt. 
Brethren, 

I have now agreeable to your antient cul1:oms 
fcartered thofe: clouds that looked with fo dark 
and thre:atning an afpeCt; the fun now /hines 
bright again, therefore let us under its en light
ning and cherilhing influences, proceed upon our 
important bu,(inefs, with our ufual chearfulnefs 
and unanimity. A belt. 

The remaining part of the ceremony of con
dolence, jointly in the name of General Johnfon 
and Governor Morris, whom Skaronyade the 
half king, and Mr. Montour, reprefented. 

Brethren of the Cayougas and Toderighronos, 
By conftant experience we difcover, that the life 

of man is as the flower of the field; in this tran
f1tory fcene, therefore, n:Cignation becomes us un
(ler the lofs of our neareft and dearefl: friends: 
comfort yourfelves, therefore, under the loffes you 
have fuilained, as becomes reafonable creatures. 
With this belt I Cover all your dead, that they 
may no more offend your light. A belt. 

Urethren of the Onondagas, Oneidas. Tuf
caroras; Skaniadaradighronos, Aughqua
geys, and the Mohawks of both caftIes, 

I perform the fame ceremony to you. After 
the ceremony, fix French prifoners. fome of thofe 
who were taken at the late battle. near Lake 
Cieorge~ were delivered with great ceremony to 

the 
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the Indians, in order to replace the following In
dians, who were killed in that battle, viz. Ta
yanoga, alias Hendrick Tarraghiyoris; Wania
coone of Canajoharee; Skahyowio Onienkoto of 
the Mohawks; Nica-anawa Skaronyade's fon; 
and Cayadanora, a Tufcarora. 

They rtceived the prifoners with the greateft 
marks of gratitude and fatisfaaion ; every nation 
giving the thout of approbation, and then carried 
off the prifoners to their refpeCtive families. 

Thus ended the ceremony neceffary on thofe 
occallons, agreeable to their cuftoms. 

CJ'be an/we,. of the fix nations and their allin, 
February 17th 1756. 

Read Head, fpeaker. 

PRESENT, 

The hon.William John-
fon, 

The Rev. Dr. Ogilvie, 
The Rev. Mr. Hawley, 
Lieut. Miller, 

Lieut. Dunbar, 
Capr. Butler. and other 

Indian officers, 
Three interpreters. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We the fachems and warriors of the Seneca 

nation, return you our finccre and he:lTty thanks, 
for the great affection in drying our tears, and 
driving forrow from our hearts; and we in re
torn perform the fame ceremony to you with the 
like hearty affeCtion. 

A ftring of wampum. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We are fenfible of your goodnefs, expreffed to 

us in removing the caufe of OUf grief, and ten
derly taking the ax out of our heads. A belt. 

Brother 
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Brother Warraghiyagey, . 

VV'e are thankful to you tor cleaning the blood 
out of our fight, agreeable to the ancient ctiftom 
of our forefathers. 

A belt. 
Brother W arraghiyagey. 

We are thankful likewife for covering the 
graves of thofe who were {lain in that unhapyy 
affair. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We acknowledge your goodnefs in thus ft:t~ 

ding our minds~ which were fo much difcom
pofed, and that you have fo feafonably reminded 
liS of that harmony, that has always fubfifted be~_ 
tween our fore-fathers and our bret.hren the Eng~ 
lilli, an account of which has been handed down, 
to us by tradition, from father to [on. Vlfe pro
mife due attention to your advice, which we are 
convinced tends to our welfare; and· affure you" 
that we bury that unfortunate affair in eternal 
oblivion. 

A belt. 
Tne Cayougas and Toderighronos, return their 

hearty thanks to the General, for his affectionate 
and public condolence, with a belt. 

A belt. 
The Onondagas acknowledge the fame with a 

belt. 
A belt. 

The Oneidas do the [ame~ 
A belt. 

The Tufcaroras and Skaniadaradighronos the 
fum~ . 

A belt. 
The two caftles of the Mohawks the fame. 

A belt; 
Brother 
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Brother Warraghiyagey, 

The fix united nations, as one body, do with 
the greatefl: thankfulnefs acknowledge your bro
therly affeCtion, in thus effeCtually cJeanfing 
and purifying all our habitations from all the 
blood and defilement, which they had contraCted 
by the death of fa many of our princip,11 men. 

A belt. 
The [peaker then took lip a large belt, which 

the general gave, with an emblem of the fix 
nations joined hand in hand with liS, and fpoke 
as follows: 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
Look with attention on this belt, and remem

ber the folemn and mutual engagements we en
tered into, when you tirf!: took upon you the 
management of our affairs; be affured, we look. 
upon them as facred, and lball, on our parts, 
punCtually perform them as long as we are a 
people. 

A prodigious large belt! 
The [peaker then took up another very large 

l-elr, which was given them by the governor of 
New York fame yrars ago. 

He then repeated the [olemn promifes, that 
were then made them by the reprefentatives of 
all the governments then pre[ene, and [aid, 

• Brother W arraghiyagey, 
We hope our brethren the Englilh will [eri

ouOy remember the promife made us by this 
belt, and exaCtly perform them; and we pro
mife to do the fame, though we have no records 
but our memories. 

A very large belt. 
E Brother 
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Brotl)er W arraghiyagey, 

As you, and the governor of Philadelphi~? 
have aIked us, what reaCon we can pollibly allign 
for the barbarous behaviour of our nephews the 
Delawares; all we can fay at prefent is, that tbey 
are deluded by the craft· and fubtilty of our 014 
and perfidious enemy the French; but we pro
mife on our part, we will try all I11eans to itop 
their proceeding further in their hoft:ilities, an.~ 
Pt'13 you will do the iame. 

Three ft:rings of wampum~ 
Brother Warraghiyagey, 

YI'e earnel1:ly entreat, that YOil will immedi
::l~tly acquaint all the governors concerned, that 
we the fix nations hdve not been inattentive to 
this importunt affair, but have already fent fome 
of OUl" people to take the hatchet out of the 
h.:nds of our nephews the Delawares; and we 
fl10uld be glad that you wOllld draw your troops 
hom t:~c frontiers; then we will endeavour to 
bring our nephews the Delawares to deliver up 
::11 the prifoners they have taken from their bre
thren tIle Engliih~ and to make the beft: acknow
Lc:dgment in their·po\','c)" foi- their bafe and treach. 
~lOUS behaviour. 

.1\ bdt. 
Brethern of the fi;, nations, 

I am extremely pleated with your kind and 
friendly acknowledgments of my public condo
J91ce yef1:erday. And as all caufes of uneatinefs 
to either of llS are now removed, I propofe . to
morrow to delivtl- you a fpeech relative to OUr 

prefent circllm1h!lces, which I hope you will be 
prop~rly prepared to hear. 

Ended, 



February 19. 1756. 

'AI, a meeting of fe~Jera' principal 'loarrif)rs, 
from the moji remote parts of the Seneca's 
country, who never came down bifore to 
any meeting, the chief man named Kayan
dagat"012, alias Kendorondy, fpoke as fol
lows: 

nrother W arraghiyagey, 
I, with my party of warriors from Canufkako. 

the door of the fix nations, embrace this firO; 
opportunity of 111aking you by the hand, and of 
affuring you, that nothing but my regard for you, 
and my defirc of hearing your fentiments from 
your own mouth, could have insuced me, and 
my young men, to take [uch a journey at this 
time of the year, as we had feveral of our fachems 
attending at the meeting. We arc now here at 
the fire-place of all the nations, and .. ffure you 
,we are heartily glad to fee you. 

Brethren of Canufkako. 
As I have nothing more at heart than the 

welfare of the fix nations, and their allies, it al
ways gives me the moet fenfible pleafure to fee, 
or even to hear from any of them, and more efpe
cially you, whom I never faw before, as it af
fords me an opportunity of commencing that ac
quaintance and friend !hip with you, which is na
tural among brethren, and which my inclination 
will always lead me to improve, efpecially with 
fo brave a people as your nation has always beCil 
deemed. 

Here I ended. 
E 2 February 
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February 20. 1756. 

Pit ESt N T at the following public [peet~ 

The hon.WilliamJohn- Lieut. Pottinger, 
{on, [ole fuperinten- Lieut. Lee, 
dant of their affairs, Lieut. Kennedy, 

The Rev. Dr. Ogilvie, Lieut. Mills, 
The Rev. Mr. Hawley, Enfign Penington, 
Capt. Beckwith» Several Indian officers, 
Lieut. Miller, and other gentlemen, 
Lieut. Dunbar, Three interpreters. 

Brethren of the fix united nations, your al
lies and dependants, 

It always gives me the moll: folid plea[ure 
to meet you here, that we may felicitate our
[elves in the cherifhing warmth and light of 
that 'fire, kindled here for our mutual good; 
may it ever burn bright as the fun tha~ illumi
nates and guides the day, that you and your po
fierity, to the lateft generations, may rejoice in 
its benevolent influence! 

A belt. 
Brethren, 

It gives me a particular fatisfaClion to meet 
you here at this time, for two important reafons. 
The firll: is, that it affords us an opportunity of 
a friendly interview under the fhade of that tree, 
which was lately fo folem'nly and judiciouOy 
planted; and of calmly confulting and maturely 
deliberating matters of the utmoll: confequence, 
and which nearly concerns our mutual [afety, 
welfare and honour. 

A belt. 

The 



[ 3! ] 
The fecond is, that it gives me an opportu

nity of Ibaking you by the hand with a brotherly 
affeB.ion, and in the name of the great King your 
Father, congratulating you upon our late happy 
fuccers, which I make no doubt muft give you 
the moil: fenfible pleafure; and I flatter myfelf 
from your late repeated protdlations of fidelity 
to your brethren the Englifh, it will prove a 
means of animating you, and all your faithful 
allies, to ftand forth with yom ufual bravery 
upon all future occafions. 

A belt. 
How much greater might our fuccefs have 

been! how much more fenfibly would it have 
been felt by our treacherous and common enemy, 
had more of your warriors appeared in the field 
on that important day, had all our force been 
united? If the bubbling or drops of our war
kettle did fo much, how great would have been 
the confequence, had it boiled with its ufual fury! 
It would, like a mighty torrent, carried all be
fore it; and it would have founded the fame of 
our viB.orious arms far and near, and fpread ULi

verfal terror all around us! 
I, now, in the name of the great King your 

Father, in this public manner return you thanks 
for joining our arms laft [ummer, and for your 
gallant behaviour in thatAB.ion. This gives him 
reafon to expect the like fidelity and courageous 
conduct from you all for the future, and greatly 
endears YOll to him, and to all his loving fub
jeers your affectionate brethren. 

A belt. 
This animates me with frelb pleafure and af;· 

feB.ion at this important conjuncture of affairs, 
to brighten and ftrengthen the covenant-chain, 

that 
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that has fo long linked \IS together, in mutual 
friend /hip and mutual affection, which, I hope. 
will continue inviolable and facred, as long as the 
fun fbines, or the rivers continue to water the 
earth, notwithfianding all the intrigues of our old 
and perfidious enemies, who have left no means 
undfayed, and efpecially at this time, to weaken 
and divide us, that fo they may in the event rooli 
out the remembrance of your name and nations 
from the face of the earth. 

A large covenant-belt. 
Brethren, 

On my arrival from lake George lall Decem
ber, I had from your brother the governor of 
New York, and fince from the governor of 
Pennfylvania, the fhocking news of (your ne
phews) the Delawares and Shawanefe falling lIp~ 
on your brethren of Pennfylvania, Maryland and 
Virginia in the moll cruel and treacherous man
ner, killing and barbaroul1y butchering the in
nocent defencelefs people, who lived on the fron
tiers of the [aid governments; burning and de
ftroying all they had, and that without any juft 
cault: or reafon, as I underfiand. This I com
municated to you by one of your own people, 
a Seneca, with a belt of wampum, defiringyou 
would, without lofs of time, put a llop to your 
nephews fpilling any more of your brethrens 
blood; and that you would enquire into, and let 
me know the reaton of fuch their wicked and 
unparalleled behaviour to the King's fubjects, 
your brethren and friends. I now repeat the 
fame, and expect to hear what you have done iii 
confequence of faid meffage and defire. 

Brethren, I tell you with concern, that I 
plainly fon::fee, unItfs you, the fix nations, who 

3 have 
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have always maintained a fuperiority over the 
indians, will now exert yourfelves in this cafe. 
you will not only lofe that authority which they 
hitherto acknowledged, but will have them your 
enemies. 

A large black belt, 
Brethren, 

I told you before the governor of Pennfyl
vania had acquainted me with the bare behaviour 
of your nephews the Shawanefe and Delawares, 
and has alfo rent your friend Skaronyade and 
Andrew Montour to you with his meffage, and 
to know your fentiments thereon: I defire and 
expect you will pay a jufi: regard to his meffage. 
and aff'ord him all the affifi:ance you can, in bring
ing that unhappy aff'air to as good an iffLle as 
poffible. 

A belt. 
Brethren, 

I am now to acquaint you, that the great King 
of England, your Father, on the death of the 
late general Braddock, has committed the com
mand of all his forces raifed, and to be railed 
upon the continent of North America, to gene
ral Shirley; and has in a particular manner com
manded him to protect your country, and the 
lands which your forefathers have conquered, and 
are of right your territories, againft all violence 
and attempts of the French our common ene
my; and to cultivate a fi:rict friendfhip between 
him and you; he takes the firfi: opportunity of 
communicating this to you by me, and of affu
ring you of his intentions, fully to follow his 
,naje1l:y's in1l:rucUons herein. 
, .. A belt of black wampum. 

Brethren~ 
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Bi-fthren, 

General Shirley al10 deli res me to acquaint 
you, that he is to have a great army this eofu· 
ing fpring for the defence of your country, and 
the recovery of fuch parts of it as have been en
croached ,upon by the French; and that in the 
mean time his majefty's troops in the province of 
New York, fhall be held in readinefs to defend 
you againft any attempts the French may make 
before the opening of the campaign. 

A belt. 
Brethren, 

On my rerurn from New York, I received 
your kind mdfage and information of the delign 
of the French attacking his majefty's garrifon at 
Of we go : I am extremely obliged to you for 
your friendly notice, which I immediately ac
quainted general Shirley and governor Hardy 
with, by exprefs from Albany, who by their an
fWers to me, are alfo greatly pleafed with you, 
for the concern you fhew for our mutual fafety; 
and I expeCt you will not only continue your vi
gilence, but will alfo be ready (like unalterable 
triends and brethren) to life the ax which I gave 
you Jaft fllmmer, in conjunCtion with his ma
jefty's troops, whenever called upon, either at 
OCwego, or any where elfe they may be employ
ed, to the utmoft of your power, as it is his 
lTI1ljdty's intention to ftand by YOll, and protect 
YOll, as well as his own fubjeCls, againft the infults 
or attempts of any enemy whatever. Believe 
me, Brethren, this is the proper time to convjn~e 
your Father, the great King of England, and 
your Brethren, of your fincerity and attachment 
to their intereft, by your acting vigorouOy with 
his troops, which 1 moft heartily adviie you to 

do, 
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<.10; as It IS of the utmoft .confequence to our 
mutual intereft. 

Brethren, 
A large belt. 

I muft now acquaint yoU, that I propofe meet
!ng you at Of we go next fpring, and defire you will 
Join with me in the invitation I fhall fend to your 
friends and allies, far and near, to come to faid 
meeting; when and where you and they fhall re
ceive a handfome prefent from your Father the 
great King of England, who is very defirous of 
bringing all natiOl'ls worthy of his and your al
liance, into the covenant-chain at that metring. 
I hope, we fhall then be able to make fuch an al
liance, and fettle matters in fuch a manner, ancl 
fo .much to our mutllll advantage, as will give 
rearon to all concermd, and their pofterity, to 
~Iefsthat happy day we met together. 

A belt. 

The anJwer of the fi~ nations, tbe 21ft of 
February 1756. 

Red Head, fpea~er. 

PRESENT 

The hon. Will.Johnron, Lieut. Miller, 
The Rev. Dr. Ogilvie, Lieut. Dunbar, 
Capt. Buckworth. Thn:e Interprt:ters. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We meet you with the greateft pleafure at 

this fire-place, and heartily join you in your 
willies, that it may burn bright to the latett yo
il:erity; let us mutually endtdvour to colltct luch 
materials for the ufe of this our fire, as may tend 

F to 
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to fupport it in its full ftrength, as long as the 
fun and moon endureth. 

A belt. 
Brother Warraghiyagey, 

We acknowledge that this tree was folemnly 
and ju:icioufly planted for our mutual welfare, 
its roots reach to the remoteft habitations of the 
confederacy, and its branches afford a friendly 
retreat to us and all ollr allies and dependants. 
Brother, take a tender care of it, fee that it be 
fed plentifully by friendly {hearns, that it may 
increafe and fpread its branches fo far, that it may 
be a fufficient !hade, not only for us, but alfo for 
all other nations, which may hereafter come into 
our alliance. 

A belt. 
Brother Warraghiyagey, 

We heartily rejoice with YOll upon our late 
fuccefs, and affure you it gives us a folid pleafure. 

A belt. 
Brother Warraghiyagey, 

We are extremely well pleafed, that our late 
conduct was fo highly acceptable to the great 
King Ollr Father. 

A belt. 
Brother \Varraghiyagey, 

'We affure you, that we, on our parts, do with 
equal pleafure and friend !hip join with you at 
this time of puWic commotion, in brightening 
and ftrengthening the covenant-chain, that has 
fo long united us together. Let us mutually and 
ftedfaftly adhere to our engagements, notwith
ftanding the crafty intrigues of our perfidious 
and blood-thirfty enemies. Let us vigoroufly 
t:ndeavour to fruftrate all their treacherous de
figns, that fo we may reap the good effects of 

. I this 
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this our union, which has long been the objeCl:, 
of their envy. With this belt we do moft fo
lemnly renew the engagements of the ancient co
venant -chain. 

.1\ belt. 
Brother W arraghiyagey, 

We always look'd upon the Delawares as the 
more immediate care of * Onas, that they were 
within the circle of his arms; we are therefore 
of opinion, that he has not taken that friendly 
care of them as he ought to do, and therefore 
our common enemy hath taken the advantage of 
his neglect; for we can't but think, that if there 
had been proper meafures taken, they would have 
frill continued faithful friends to the Englifu 
Intereft. 

A belt. 
Brother Warraghiyagey, 

We are fenfible of the care of the great King's 
appointing general Shirley to fucceed general 
Braddock; and we are extremely thankful for 
the particular inftruCtions he has given him, to 
cultivate a, ftriCt friendfuip between us and him, 
and to protect our lands, and recover thofe en
croached upon by our common enemy: we hope 
and expeCl:, that he will ftriCtly adhere to his 
majefty's inftruCl:ions, by protecting us from the 
bloody incurfions of our treacherous enemies, and 
ufe his utmoft endeavours to recover thofe lands 
which they have c1andeftinely wrefted out of our 
hands. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
We are very thankful tor the 

gives us, that the foldiers pofted 
. F 2 

A belt. 

affurance he 
in this pro-. 

vince 

! By Onas, they, here, mean governor Morris, 
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vince are to hold themfelves in teadinelS to de· 
fend us upon any fudden emergericy; for we 
atfurt you, we are apprehenfive, that as the French 
find, that all their delufive and wheedling arta 
have not had their deli red effect, they may throw 
off their difguife, and rufu in upon us with II 
voracious tury, like the wolves of the wildernefs. 

A belt. 
Brother WarraghiyaglC'Y, 

Weare plea fed that the information we gave, 
with rerpect of the defigns of the French againft 
Of we go, has been acceptable to YOll, and our 
brethren the Englilh; and we promife, for the 
future, to keep up a ftrict vigilance. The ax has 
been frequently put into the hands of our fore .. 
fathers, by our l>rethren the Englilh, and they 
always uled it with the utmoft vigour, till it was 
tll.ktn Ollt of thei r hands. We atfure you, that 
we in["nd, punClually, to conform to the bright 
and brave eXJmples they fet m; and we hope, 
this will be' a fufficit'nt proof of oUr finc'erity anel 
fidelity to the great King Ollr filther. 

A belt. 
Brother Warraghiyagey, 

Your pfopofal of taking a few embers frolll 
the fire at Onondago, to kindle a fire at Of we go, 
Fmd meeting us there this [pring, is highly ac. 
ceptabk to us, as we have good reafon to think 
that the light and warmth of that fire, will invite 
many nations to rneet us there; and, we make 
flO doubt that ~he things you will propofe to their 
(Qnfiperation, will carry fuch light and con vic· 
tion with. t~1e,?, . as will be fufficient to engage 
thern to JOin In our confederacy; and we pro· 
JUife, ,to life the tltmoft endeavours t(} acrotnplif'h 
that great event; ~ndwe dpllQt npr, but that OUF 

.' ~hildren$ 
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childrens children will have reafon to remember 
that happy day. 

Brother, we very chearfully concur with this 
your propofal. as we are convinced you will pro
pofe nothing but what is for our mutual intereft. 

A belt. 
Brother W arraghiyagey. . 

We have now opened our minds with free
dom and fincerity, and we underftand each other 
clearly; let us mutually remember our engage
ments,which we have again fo folemnly renewed; 
and if at any time, our enemy fhould attack us, 
prove, by your readinefs to fupport and affift us, 
that you really love us; and we affure you, we 
fhall not be wanting on our parts, to give proofs 
of the like fidelity and friendfhip. 

A belt . 

.Ilt a meeting of the .fix nations~ February 
the 23d• J756• 

PRl>Sl>N'l' 

The hon.WilI.Johnfon, Capt; Butler, and other 
The Rev. Dr. Ogilvie, Indian officers, 
The Rev. Mr. Hawley, Three interpreters. 

13rethren, 
As it was very cold and late when I delivered 

you my fpeech on Friday night, I told you, I 
would thtn poftpone fome things I had further 
to fay; I now take this opportunity of com-
municating them to you. ' 

In the fidl: place, I muft recommend to you, 
in the ftrongeft manner, as his majefty's troops 
will be paffing and repaffing to Ofwego next 
ffrinS, that you endeavour all in your power, to 

keep 
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keep open the road thither, and not fuffer any 
obtlruCtions or fioppages to be, thrown in th~ 
way by the tntmy, as there is the greateft ne
cdlity, for our keeping that road clear and open~ 
it being for our mutual intereft and fafety. 

A belt. 
Brethren, 

Now is your time, to have forts or tradillg
houft:s blJilt in your countries, while your Father 
the gr<:at King of England has your intereft [0 
much at heart: if at any time. you incline to 
have [uch built in any of your callies, only le~ 
~e know it. and it ihall be done, 

A bdt. 
Brethren, 

Governor Ha.rdy ~ defired me to acquaint YOll. 
t1~at he had a preCent from your Father the King 
for you, which he intends to deliver to you here, 
a~ foon as pollible he can, and expects your a~~ 
tendance. 

Three ftrings. 
Brethren, 

, The one great end propofed in calling you here,. 
at this [eafon of the year, was, to have that affair 
of the Delawares and Sbawanefe fettled; but I am 
forry-to find you are not fo hearty in the affair, as 
I expected you would, or as, at this important 
time, you ought to be; I muft therefore urge 
YOll, moft ftrenuouily, to fall upon and fettle this 
affair, before you leave this place, as there is no 
time to be, loft; bdides, your brethren of the 
ieveral governments, with impatience, wait the 
reCult of this meeting, on which, let me tell you, 
P1uch depends. 

A large belt. 
BrethreQ, 

.. Of New York. 
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Brethren, 

It is my kind concern for your welfare, that 
leads me to propofe the following advict: to you. 
I have your happinefs very much at heart, and 
moft zealoul1y with your proCperity; therefore I 
conjure you, to obferve and follow the friendly 
hints, I am now going to give you. 

1ft. Endeavour to bring as many nations of 
Indian-s into your allianct: as polJibly you can; 
and try all means, without laCs of time, to fet
tle the minds of all fuch as are wavering, and 
thofe who are now ready to rebel againfi: you. 
If you can accomplith this, let your ftudy be, 
ever after, to keep up that correfpondence, fait'll 
and friendthip with them, which is abfollltely ne
ceifary between friends and allies, and without 
which, neither friendfhip or alliance can long 
fu bfi ft. 

2dly. I would have you to adhere, inviolabJy, 
to all the engagements you have, or fhall enter 
into, with your brethren the Englifh ; who have 
always been your fteady friends, and are deter
mined ever to continue fllCh: befides, they are 
the ableft, and will be the readieft t'J proteE!: a-nd 
defend, you againft any attempts of in enemy; 
and moreover, can, and will fllpply yml, and all 
your allies, with the necelliuies ot 11[-: a~ a cheaper 
rate, than the French can. 

3dly. Be not any longer wheedled, blind
folded, and impofed on, by the artful [peeches of 
the French; for their tonglles are fL11l of deceit; 
do not imagine the fine c!oaths, &c. they give 
you, are given out of love or regard [0 YOll; no! 

. they are only as baits to catch £ifh; they mean to 
enflave you thereby, and entail that curft: upon 
your children~ after you,_ who will have reafon to 

reptile 
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repent the day you begot them; be affured, they 
are your inveterate, - implacable enemies~ and 
only willi, for a difference to arife between you 
and us, that then they may put you out of their 
way, by cutting you off the face of the earth. 

4thly. Fall upon a method of collecting each 
nation into a compact body: where you have 
good land, and a good fituation, there fortify 
your caftle in fuch a manner, as you may be able 
to defend your(elves, againft any number with 
fmall arms: above all things, be unanimous in 
your councils, and al(o in the field. 

5thly. If at any time your brethren the Eng. 
lilli, or any of your Indian allies, are injured 
Of threatened from any quarter, the whole body 
of the confederacy Ihould rife, and endeavour 
to bring about an honourable accommodation; 
but if your enemy lliould not hearken to reafon, 
but fiill perfift in acting unjuftly, then the whole 
body lliould, as one man, join their arms againft 
the enemy; by which means, you will always be 
able to bring them to what terms may be thought 
proper: you will, in that ftate, be a terror to the 
French, who now, well knowing your unfettled, 
divided di(pofition, at every turn of the wind, 
ufe threats and menaces againft you. Be not 
afraid of them; cleave to your brethn:n the Eng
lilli, and they cannot hurt you. 

6thly. If you duly ob(erve thefe wholefome 
admonitions, you will again become numerous, 
and retrieve your priftine fame. Then. the very 
name of the fix nations, and their allies, will be 
a terror to their enemies! and their arms Will carry 
conqueft with them, as heretofore. 

7thly. Bur, brethren and friends, if YOll con· 
tintle any longer in yourpaft~ lethargic and fupine 

-frate, 



[ 43 ] 
ftate, and negleCt: this my friendly advice. and 
earneft ddire. 1 greatly fear you will, fooner or 
later, have cau[e to repent it, and willi too late 
Y011 had tollowed it. Let all your youngeft peo
ple hrar what I fay, and your men and women 
feriou!1y confider it; and let your and their me
mory witnefs for me, that I have given you all 
this timely and wholefome advice. 

Take tllis pipe to your great council-chamber 
at Onondago, let it hang there in view; and 
fhould you be wavering in your minds at any 
time, take and fmoke out of ie, and think of my 
advice givtn with it, and yuu will recover and 
think properly. 

Gave the largetl: pipe in America, made on 
purpofe. 

As it is now late, 1 lliall deliver you the prefene: 
I have got, made on purpofe for you, to-morrow 
morning; by which time, I hope to have your deli
nitiveanfwer, to the points I nowfpoketoyou upon. 

Ended here. 

7heanfweroftheji;c nations, February 24th 1756. 
Red Head, fpeaker. 

PRE SEN T, 

The han. William J ohn- Capt. Butler, and other 
fan, Indian officers, 

The Rev. Dr. Ogilvie, Three interpreters. 
The Rev. Mr. Hawley, 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
You have very feafonably put us in mind of 

that fupepority which we, by a feries of con
queft5, have obtained over the Delawares, Sba
wanefe and others; we are fenfible of it, and, 
therefore, no fooner did you f~d us the Jhock-

G ing 
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ing tidings of their treacherous and barbarous be~ 
haviour, but we looked upon ourCelves nearly 
concerned to interpoCe; we immediately difpatch
ed a meffage to them, to enquire into the caufe 
of this their unparelleled conduCt; we backed this 
with a fecond meffage, with equal warmth; both 
proving abortive, we obtained an interview by 
the means of our brethren of Oneida. At this 
meeting, we reminded them of their fubordina
tion, we fuook them by the head and demanded 
the reafons of their conduCl:; we put them in 
mind how contrary tbis behaviour was to the co
venant fubfifring between the confederacy and the 
Englifh ; we told them, that our lateft pofrerity 
would have reafon to curfe their aCtion, and that 
it would give' our brethren reafon to fufpeCl: us 
all of treacfuery, while we fo bafely abufe the con
fidence they repofe in us; we again and again 
defired they would immediately change their be
haviour, at leafr, that they would fufpend hofri
lities, 'till they heard from us at our return from 
this meeting: they feemed fenfible of their fault, 
and promifed they would ceafe committing any 
further hofrilities. 

. A ftring of wampum. 
Brother Warraghiyagey, 

We look upon you as one of our own body, 
and, therefore, as you have out of fincere regard 
to our common welfare, preffed upon us to put 
an effc::Ctual flop to the ravages and devafrations 
made by our nephews the Delawares and Sha. 
wanefe; we folemnly promife in the name of the 
fachems and warriors of the five nations, that we 
will ufe our utmofr endeavour, to put a fpeedy 
and eff'eCl:ual ftop to thofe unhappy proceedings; 
and it is the firm refolution of the whole confe-

d-eracy, 
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deracy, to conform themfelves entirely to your 
reafonable requeft in this important point; but, 

,as the Mohawks are the head of our conftderacy, 
we leave the management of that affair entirely 
to them. We fincerely wifh, that the great Spirit! 
who governs all things, may fucceed them in this 
important undertaking, as it will greatly contri
bute to our mutual happinefs and ftrength. 

This confirmed with a large beIt. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
The Miffifagas acknowledge a meifage ftnt 

them by General Shirley laft year, giving them 
an invitation to meet him at Of we go : they an
fwer, that the feafon of the year was too far ad
vanced to admit of a meeting then; but that, 
they promife to come early in t~e fpring, and be 
attentive to what their brethren the Englifh have 
to fay. 

They ddired that this firing might be kept at 
Onondago, lefi it might be intercepted by the 
French; for, fhould they be acquainted with their 
defign of meeting the Englifh, they feared they 
would fall upon a·nd defiroy them. 

A firing of wampum. 
Brother W arraghiyagey, 

Be attentive to what I now propofe, they are 
the real fentiments of the five nations, not meerly 
the founds of their breath, but the genuine refo
lutions of their hearts. Look upon this belt * as 
a pledge of our inviolable attachment to you, and 
of our unfhaken refolution, of joining you in all 

G 2 your 
* This belt was the largeft ever giVen! upon it was wrought 

the fun, by way of the emblem of light, and fome ligures re
preCenting the fixrnations ; it was intended to figmfy, that they 
now faw objects in their proper light, and that they were fully 
convinced of the truth of every thing propoCed. 
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'Your mearures: our determinations are founded 
upon clear conviCtion,. as clear as that fun that 
now !hines in the firmament. We !hall fend this 
belt to the Senecas, that from thence it may be 
conveyed to the remote1l: nations, as an emblem 
of the happinefs we enjoy by our union; at the 
fame time kindly inviting them to come in and 
join our covenant chain. 

Brother, you may depend upon this as our reo 
folutions, which we will put into immediate ex
ecution. 

What you have faid, in regard to the trade, 
we look upon as a convincing proof of your love 
and affeCl:ion to us, and it gives us pkafure that 
it now becomes a matter of ferious conuderation 
with you; we are fenubIe of your ability to fup
ply us with all the necefTaries of life chea,per and 
better than the French can pofiibly do: indeed, 
brother, there is nothing you fhould mOre fai
ouny attend to, as it would greatly tend to ce
ment that friend!hip that fubfift:s between us, and 
would be the moil: likely means of bringing in 
the moft remote nations to an acquaintance and 
union with us. 

A prodigious large belt! 
The general had frequently infifted upon know. 

ing their refolutions, with refpeCl: to the n.va
ges comniltted by the Delawares, &c. This pa
ragraph is intended as an apology, for their not 
making their an[wer fooner. . 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
You have molt earneftly and frequently prefTed 

us to acconunodate that unhappy breach, between 
the Delawares and our brethren the Englifh; 
our delay did not proceed from any backward-

ne.fs 
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nefs on our part, but from the great fenfe we had 
of its importance: we hope you have received fa
~isfaCtion upon that head~ by the great belt we 
J~ft ~ow delivered with fo much folemnity and 
uncenty. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
You have acq uainted us, that the great King. 

our Father, is firmly refolved to defend our coun
try, and recover fuch parts of it, as the French 
have encroached upon; alfo, to proteCt us to the 
urmoft of his power~ by ereCting forts for our 

. Cafety and defence; we are grateful for this in
fiance of his goodnefs; but have not yet con
duded any thing with regard to the latter. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
YOll have informed us, that the governor of 

New York has a prefent for us, from the great 
king, our Father, we are thankful for it; but 
are afraid, that as it comes fa foon llPon the back 
of this meeting, it will be inconvenient for Ollr 
aged people to attend; but our warriors {hall 
come upon that occafion. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
As you have given llS a large pipe, to be a con

frant memorial of the important advice YOll have 
given llS, when YOll are dead and gone, and to 
{moke out of it, at our public meeting-place, 
when we joinrly and maturely refletl: upon our 
engagements; we atTure>you, we !hall hang it up 
in our council-chamber, and make proper ufe of 
it upon all occafions; we likewife beg, that you 
on your part, will likewife ferioul1y confider your 
engagements, and faithfully perform them. 
The general concluded with the following words: 

Brethren, 



Brethren, 
I do not think you have been fo explicit, with 

regard to what I propofed to YOll, concerning, 
your keeping open a clear road to Ofwego, as I 
could willi. 

They made the following apology: 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
\Vith refpect to the article relative to the keep

ing open the road to Of we go, we imagined our 
anfwer was contained in ollr general reply, where
in we affured you, we would fupport and affift 
each other, upon all occafions; but as you did not 
look upon that fufficient, we now affure you, that 
we /hall punctually conform to your defire, herein. 

The General added: 
The prefent waits your acceptance. As there 

has been frequent complaints, with refpett to the 
divifion of the prefents given at thefe public meet
ings, it is my earneft defire, that they may be fo 
divided, as to prevent all jealoufy and complaints. 

He then delivered them a very handfome publick 
prefent ; which, together with the private gifts, to 
the feveral chiefs and fachems, amounted to, 

York currenc), * £. 108S 9 8~. 

At a meeting of the.fix nations, February 
26th, 1756. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
It was yefterday agreed upon by us, that our 

eldeft brother, the Mohawk, /hould take upon 
him, to fettle that unhappy affair, between the 
Delawares and our brethren the Engli/h; but, on 
more mature deliberation, having the thing fo 
much at heart, we, have now, unanimouOy agreed, 

that 
~ Upwards of £. 6:0 fterling. 



[ 49 ] 
that feveral delegates, from the fix nations, fhould 
tlfe their utmofi: endeavours to accommodate that 
difference; and, depend upon it, we ihalllofe no 
time, for we ihall immediately difpatch a mef
fage to them by the Skaniadaradighronos and 
Oneidas, and defire them, to meet us at Otfine
ange, where the council is to be held. 

A belt. 
Brother W arraghiyagey, 

We have, agreeable to your repeated defire, 
kept a good look out, and daily watch the motioos 
of the French; we mufi: acquaint you, that they 
have lately fent a meffage to our brethren, the 
Cayougas, to let them know their refolution, oi 
attacking Of we go, and defiring their opinion up
on it: hereupon, three of their fachems, and fe
ven of their young men, are gone to Niagara, 
with a defign to forbid the French attacking Of
wego, or any Indians, they may fee, joining them; 
we daily expect their return, when you !hall im
mediately hear what they have done. ' 

A belt. 
Brethren of the fix nations, 

I greatly approve of the alteration you have 
made, in the method of accommodating that un
happy breach between the Delawares and your 
brethren the Englifh, as it mllfi: certainly have 
greater weight now, as it is the act of the whole 
body, and the more likely to fucceed; I look 
upon this, as a very confiderable proof of the una
nimity and zeal, that you have expreffed at this 
prefent meeting. 

Brethren, 
I mufi: repeat to you, that I am extremely 

pleafed at, and much obliged to you fur the kind 
. , 4 intelligence, 
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intelligence, you have given me, of the defign~ 
of the French attacking Of we go, and defire you 
will continue that vigilance, and let me have 
every information you can, relative to the pro
ceedings and motions of the French; as nothing 
can contribute more to the defeating all their de
figns, than our having conftant and good intelli
gence. I wifh your brethren of Cayouga, may 
fucceed in their intentions, of indeavouring to 
prevent any Indians, they may fee, joining the 
French; but as they can do nothing without 
their affiftance, I doubt of their fuccefs; how
ever, it is good to try what can be done in that 
cafe; but be that as it will, we do not fear what 
the French can do, neither fhould you, after the 
1hong and many afi"urances, we have given yOIl~ 
of his Majefty's protection and friendfuip. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We are now ready to return home, as all af

fairs, for which we came here, are fetded to our 
fatisfatlion, and we hope to yours; we !hall fi. 
nifh, with afi"uring YOll, we will ftriCtly act up to 
every thing agreed upon at this meeting, and 
hope you will do the fame. 

So ended the conSrers. 

At a private meeting of the Oneidas nation, 
February 2 stb, 1756. 

Canaghquayefon their fpeaker, fpoke as follows: 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We, fome time ago, applied to General Shirley. 

to have a fort built, for· the fecurity of our ca
ftle; we now acquaint you With our unanimous 

refolution 
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terolution of having one, and lhould be glad if 
c;oulc;l be accompli!hed as foon as poffible, and 
that you will be particularly careful, in the choice 
of thofe you employ in that work; and to charge 
them ftrictly, by no means, to bring any fpirie
ous liquor among our people, as they are very 
ungovernable and turbulent when intoxicated by 
liquor. 

Brethren. 
A firing of wampum. 

As I have general orders to build forts, for 
the fafety and protection of any of our brethren 
of the fix nations; I do, with the greateft chear
fulnefs comply with your requeft, and !hall im
mediately employ proper perfons to that pur
pofe: I am -convinced it muft be the fault of 
thofe people, whom General Shirley employed, 
that it was not done fooner, for he had given or
ders for that purpofe fo long ago as laft Oaober. 

Then the Tufcarora chief fpoke. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We have fome time fince fet up ftockadoes 

for the defence of our caftle, as we were, and are 
ftiIl, apprehenfive of the French aCting againft us 
in a hoftile manner; we as yet want fame block
houfes, to make it the more defenfible, and forne 
foldiers to garrifon it, which we hope will b~ rea
dily granted us; we acknowledge the receipt of 
the fwivels find ammunition, YOll fa feafonably fent 
us; for which, we return you our hearty thanks. 

Brethren, 
I !hall repfefent your cafe to General Shirley~ 

who, I doobt not, will readily grant you a fuffi· 
dent number of men to garrifon your fort; and 

II as 
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as to the blockhoufes you defire, when I go to 
Of we go, I /hall point out a proper fituation for 
them, and then order them to be built. 

At a meeting of the KanuJkago-indians, fe
bruary 25th, 1756. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
We the warriors of the KanuIkago, upon our 

arrival, informed you, we were come down merely 
to fee you, and hear your words at this publick 
meeting; as we are young and unexperienced, and 
have never been at any meeting with the gover
nor, we hope you will make a kind allowance, 
for our want of ability in fpeaking; and we beg 
leave to affure VOll, that the reafon of our never 
attending the 11leetings bef<?re, was not the want 
of affection to the Engli/h, but was entirely ow
ing to our remote fituation, which prevented a 
timely and proper notice. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
As goods are vaftly dear and ordinary in our 

parts, upon our determination to come to this 
meeting, we thought proper to bring fome Ikins 
and furs with us, in order to purchafe fome ne
ceffaries for ourfelves and families; and we beg 
you will, as a brother, direct us where we may 
be fupplied with the beft, and upon the moft rea
fonable terms. 

Brother W arraghi yagey, 
We beg ,leave, to affure you, nothing can give 

us ~ore fatIsfactlOn than the fpeech we heard you 
dehver to the fix nations, on our arrival; as it con
t~ined nothing but what is quite right, and has a 
direct tendency to our welfare, we think our time 
. . mil 
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well fpent in coming down; for, if we had not, 
probably we ihould not have heard all YOll have 
faid, for we are convinced, from what we now 
heard you' fay, that our fachems heretofore, have 
fmothered the greateft part of your former ad
vices; and we affure you, we ihall now fpread 
your advice among all our people, who are con~ 
fiderably numerous. 

Threw down a pack of fkins. 
Brother W arraghi yagey, 

As we are warriors, we are not acquainted with 
the ceremonials of pllblick meetings, and, there
fore, exprefs what we have to fay, in a narrow 
compa[s; we have no more to offer at prefene, 
and hope, you will excufe the trouble we have 
given you on this occafion. 

And fo ended. 
Brethren, 

I have given attention to your words, and ihall 
ferioully confider your defire; but cannot give 
you an anfwer until to-morrow; I chufe to deli
berate maturely lIpon every thing that I fay, be
caufe my word once given, is as binding as cement 
to a Hone. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We return you thanks, for your kind promifes, 

of confidering our defire, and as we fee you are 
crowded, and full of bufinefs, of more impor
tance, we ihall with patience wait your leifure. 

February 26th, 1756. 

Brethren, 
I told you laft night, that I paid due atten

tion to what you had [aid, and would confi
der your requeft, and give you anfwer this day. 

H 2 In 
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In the fir{\: place, I aff'ure you, it gives me no 
fmall pleafure to hear, that my fpeech was fo a
greeable to you, and that you would acquaint all 
your nation with the contents of it. I beg you 
will not fail in this particular, as it points out, what 
will make you a happy people, if duly attended 
to; which, from your unanimity and zeal at this 
conference, I have no reafon to doubt. I am forry· 
you have not been duly invited to former meet
ings, agreeable to my orders, and promife that 
for the future you fhall have proper notice; and 
I hope you will be always ready to affi{\: us, both 
in the council and the field, with all the chiefs and 
warriors of that caftie, who thall be treated as 
friends and brethren. 

Brethren, 
In the next place, as I have no goods to fell 

myfelf, I will take all poffible care that you are 
not impofed upon in your trade, at ScheneCtady. 
I thall give directions to Mr. Stevens, the inter
Freter, to affift you, and fee that juftice be done· 
you, in every refpeer, for I have a great regard 
for your caftle, and as a proof of it I prefent you 
.with thefe goods. 

Giving them at the fame time a handfome 
prefent, and three filver gorgets to three of 
their principal warriors, viz. Tarrawariax, 
Tahononfaronwe, and Kindarundy, who was 
the chief. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
We return you our hearty thanks, for all your 

kind expreffions of affection, and love thewn to 
us at this time; and we in return aff'ure you, that 
you may depend on our fincerity and readinefs to 
ferve rou, whenever you call upon us; and 

you 
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you know very well, that whatever warriors pro": 
mife, is facred. 

Brethren, 
I return you thanks for your fincere profeffion~ 

of friendfbip. 
And fo parted. 

February 27. 1756. 

'At a meeting of the Onondagas. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
We, the Onondagas, very readily embrace 

this opportunity offered us, of having a fort built 
for the proteCtion of our caftle; and upon our 
return home, fball chufe a proper fituation for 
it; as foon as the feafon of the year will permit~ 
we beg you will not delay to fend proper work
men to build it. As we have for fome time paft 
had an acquaintance with lieut. Mills, we fbould be 
glad to have him as our officer. And as Wil
liam Printup underftands the Indian language 
well, it would be agreeable to us to have him 
refide with us, as a fmith, and at the fame time to 
ferve as an interpreter between the officer and us. 

Brethren, 
I fball acquaint general Shirley with your de

fire, and make no doubt he will comply with ir. 
The fort fball be built with all poffible expedi
tion; and whatever officer is pofted in it, will 
no doubt have particular orders, to be careful of 
your fafety, and to treat you with all the marks 
of affeCtion and friendfbip. 

Ended. 
February 
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February 27. 1756. 

'At a meeting of the Senecas. 

Takeaghfado, fpeaker. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
Our brother, the governor of New York, was 

fo good the laft year, as to promife us a fmith 
to mend our arms and tools, and that he {hould 
refide among us until the corn was a foot high j 

but he labouring under the misfortune of a fore 
leg, was obliged to leave us fome time fooner. 
,We acknowledge, you fent us a fmith laft fum
mer, with whom we are well pleafed, and beg 
YOll will continue him with us till the corn is a 
foot high; then he may come down for the ne
cdfaries he may have occafion for, and then we 
hope, he will foon return to us. 

Brethren, 
I was prefent when the governQr of New York 

laft year, promifed to fend you a fmith, which 
he accordingly did, and one agreeable to you; 
if he did not ftay there the time appointed, the 
governor was not culpable, as he could not be 
fuppofed to know any thing of his coming away. 
I am very glad, you are pleafed with the fmith I 
fent you laft year; and, as you are defirous he 
1hould remain there, until your corn is fuch a 
length, I very readily agree to it, and {hall order 
him, accordingly, to ftay that time. 

Ended. 

february 
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February 27. 1756'-

At a prz'vate meetz'ng of the fachems and 
warriors of the Canajoharee-cajlle. 

Abraham, the great Hendrick's brother, fpeaker. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
We, the fachems and warriors of Canajoharee, 

take this opportunity, to fay fomething t8 you, 
relative to our own affairs; as your great trouble 
IS now moftly over. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
When firft we were alarmed with thefe public 

commotions, you was fa kind, at our requeft, 
to promife us a fort for the protection of our 
callIe. We acknowledge you have punctually 
performed your promife, fo that, at the time when 
the confederacy was coming down laft fummer. 
it was completely finifhed. Mr. Fry, on hear
ing of our application for men to garrifon it, 
applied to you on behalf his fan, that he might 
be the commander thereof; you anfwered, that 
you would confult the Indians, whether he was 
agreeable or no, which you did. In anfwer to 
which, we declared, he was agreeable to US, and. 
that it would be more acceptable to have thofe, 
with whom we were acquainted, than {hangers. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We were miftaken in our choice; for altho' 

he made us the faireft promifes, that he would. 
during our abfence, take care of our lands and 
the crop then in the field, he was altogether de
ficient in the performance, by which neglect, we 
entirely loft our crops! In this melancholy (jell-

7 ation. 
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ation, we make our application to you, affuring 
you, that without your affill:ance, in this article, 
we mull: greatly fuffer. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We, the warriors of this caftle, look on our

felves as under obligation, always to be ready at 
a call, upon any emergency; and therefore, as we 
cannot at prefent fall upon any means of retriev
ing our lofs, we look to you for fupport: our 
fences have a1[0 fuffered much, in our abfence i 
we beg your affiftance in repairing them. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
As foon as you informed us, that you were 

ready for war, we gave you a fufficient proof of 
our regard for you, in our readinefs to attend 
you; we have alfo, at your requeft, ftopp'd all 
our warriors, for fome years paft, from making 
any excurfions againft the Flatheads *, and turned 
our weapons againft our common enemy, agree
able to your de fire : in !hort, we hope we have, 
upon all occalions, given you reafon to think. 
that we have a fincere regard for YOll. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
. Our fpirits are now pretty much funk, at the 
lofs of fo many of our principal fachems and 
warriors, who fdl at Lake George; we look to 
you, to raife them up agreeable to our cull:oms. 

Brother W arraghiyagey, 
At the requeft of the upper nations, without 

our confent, the felling of ftrong liquor is entirely 
forbid; 

• Who live fe\'eral hundred miles from the fix nations, 
and with whom they haye been at war time immemorial. 
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forbid; we have no defi3n to contradiCt any 
thing they do, but only r<:quelt, that we may 
have leave to procure a little for our comfort. 

Brethren, 
Three firings of wampum. 

It gives me great concern, with you, that the 
perron who hld the care of'your fort and caftle, 
had, in your abfence, negldtcd the charge I gave 
him of both; but as he w.::s ·your own choice, 
there is the Iefs to be (aid; how(;"ver, I !hall re~ 
primand him for it, feverely. As I am fully con
vinced of your loyalty to his Majtfiy, and read i
nels at all times to follow my dirtB:ion, you 
/hall not want any affiibnce in my power, to fup. 
ply your wants, and to contribute to your hap~ 
pinefs; as a proof of which, I 11all now order you 
three hundred fkipples of corn, for your (L1pport ; 
and fhould that fall !hart, let me know it, and 
you i1ull have a further fupply, llDtil you are 
able to raile your own grain. I !hall al(o give. 
orders, that your ftnces be immtl:iately repain:d ; 
and as for your warriors, I thall lend YOll a pre
fent by the firfi opportunity, worthy the fingular 
fervices you n:l\"e done your country, with me: 14ft 
campaign. 

Three firings of wampum. 
Brethren, 

As 1 have nothing more at heart, than the wei· 
fare and happinefs of the people of your caftle, 
who have always been our fieady friends, I am 
fenfibly affe:B:ed, ·and fincere1y rympathize witll 
you, upon the great lofs you have fufiained, by 
the death of two of your principal fachems, and 
Iikewife fome of your young men at Lake George; 
we iliOllid comfort ourfdves with the thoughts, 
that thofe friends of ours, who dropped that day, 

I d~d 
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died bravely in their country's caufe, and that 
their memory will be honoured to the end of 
time. 

As it is neceffary for us to fupply as well, and 
as loon as we can, the place of the two great 
j~lchems loll: that day, I hope you have conli· 
dered of proper perfons for that important trull: ; 
if you have, I thollld be glad you would pro
duce them, that I may give them the proper 
marks of di!l:inCtion, and enter their names among 
the rdl: of the fachems. 

Brother \V arraghiyagey, 
We, the fachems and warriors of the Cana

joharee-call:le, are much obliged to you, for your 
friendly and good opinion of us; we affure you, 
we thall daily endeavour to merit it more and 
more, by convincing proofs of our loyalty or. 
any occalion. 

Brother ,Varraghiyagey, 
We, the fachems and warriors, return you 

our moll: hearty thanks, for your kind and well· 
timed fupply of corn, and promife of a further 
fupply, if neceffary; the repairing of our fences, 
will be likelVife ot the greatell: fervice to us, as 
without them, we can raife flO grain for the enfu~ 
ing year. This care of llS, in our dill:refs, adds 
greatly to the many obligations we already lie 
under, and can never be forgot. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
We, the warriors of Canajoharee, are ex

tremely pleafed with the favomable opinion you 
have of our behaviour in the late aCtion at Lake 
George, which alone animates us much, and 

greatly 
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greatly elevates our minds, notwithllandinO' they 
were fo much deprefs'd: we are extremely ~blig
ed to you, for the prefent you intended us, and 
(hall receive ir with the greatell: gratitude. 

Brother Warraghiyagey, 
.... Ve take your anxiety, for fupplying the plac~ of 

the two great fachems loll, who cbieHy managed 
our affairs, as a fingular mark of your regard for 
our welfare: we pre(ent you one of our moft ca
pable men to fucceed our deceilfed brother, Tar
raghioris, of the tribe of the Turtle, and hope, 
our choice may meet your approbation. 'vV t have 
not as yet fixed upon one to fucceed the great 
Hendrick; when we do, we !hall immediatdy 
acquaint you. 

Three ftrings of wampum. 
Brethren, 

As a proof of my regard for your choice, I * 
now in the pre(ence of your whole cafile, invell 
him with all the powers of a fachem, and put on 
him thofe marks of dill:inclion, which I wi!h 
him long life to wear. 

Ended. 

The Oghquagoe Indians, before they parted. 
made the following fpeech. 

Adam, [peaker. 

Brother W arraghiy agey, 
We are now ready to return, having heard all 

you had to [dY; which, we a{fure YOll, has made 
10 deep an impreffion on our minds, as not tl) 

be forgot. Vve would only beg leave to defire 
I 2 one 

• The firll: Britith fubjeEt, or European, perhaps, that ever 
they honoured fo much! N~ver was one ,more beloved by 
them.-Weare forry we are 19norant of thlS grand ceremony. 
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qne favour of you, before we go; that iE, to 
have a trading-houfe built in our country, and a 
c.onftant fupply of goods; which would not only 
add greatly to our happinefs, but would alfo in-
creare our numbers, as it would draw Indians 
from all parts within IDO miles of us, to fettle 
among us: if you will gratify us in this: you 
will greatly add to the many tavpLIrs already 
received. . 

A belt. 
Brethren of Oghquagoe, 

I have [0 good an opinion, and fo many con
vincing proofs, of your loyalty to the great King 
your Father, and affeCtion to your brethren the 
Englifh, that I have not the leaft reafon to doubt 
your fincerity, nor the leaft objeCtion to build
ing you a trading-houfe, as foon as that unhappy 
affair is fettled, hetween the Indians of the lower 
fettlements on your river and your brethren the 
Engli1b, which I hope will be very foon. 

They returned their hearty ~hanks, and fQ 
parted. 

F I I'T I S, 

I ~ ~
~-" 
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A D V E R TIS E MEN T. 

AS Jeveral copz"es of the Jollowing account 
oj conJerences had bem dz"fperJed about 

town, one of '[ohz"ch having Jallen into our 
bands, on a perufa/, we judged its publication, 
in an appendix to the foregoing jheets, might 
likewiJe be acceptable. It contains the fub
fiance oj what pajfed bet-ween fame of tbe 
chiefs if the fame Indians, who were the 
principal fpeakers at Sir William Johnfan's 
treaties, and divers eminent ~lakers, at the 
houfe if a gentleman remarkable for his poHte 
behaviour, good fenfe, and a Jleady attach
ment to the prindples he makes a profif-

)ion of. 
As the JubjeCl-matter, then treated on, dif

firs widely from what pajfed at Fort 'John
Jon, though entirely co1!ftfient with the pu'b
lic tenets if the whole body qf chriJlians 
under the above name, we jhall not anticipate 
any opinion the reader may form, by an eulogy 
on the fitbjeCl, nor on both or either if the 
parties; neither jhall we paJs any cen/ure ; 
but leave everyone to make what judgment he 
pleafes. We jhall only add, that it would 
be £I1-11atured to irijinuate, that the liberty 
'we take in publijhing this, call give the leaft 
cmtJe if ojjt-nCf to that faciety. They are to? 

r;t'Ue 
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wife a ptople, to be ajhamed if havt'llg theIr 
fran/ac/i()ns laid before the public, If.lihl1l can
dut!~d l"n the manner thofe have bem. Plots 
agai7!ft government, juggling parties in their 
own fraternity, and doC/rims they hold, but 
are ajhamed to avow, and unwilling to de
fend, never could be charged to their account, 
without doing them the mofl maniftjJ in .. 
juflice. 

A P-
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A P PEN D I X. 
Subjlance if Coiferences 

ff?Eakers in Philadelphia, 
the fix Indian nations. 

between feveral 
and the heads of 

Subftance of an occajiollal cOl1verflltion with ftveral 
htdians after dinner, at Ifrae! Pemoerton's, on 
the [9th 41110, '" 1756. 

PRESENT 

Scarroyada, an Indian Abraham F arrington~ 
chief, J olliua Dixon, 

Kagh r wooghtani yonde, Ilraei Pem berron, 
or the old belt t, Mary Pemberton, 

Kayenqllirigoa, or Jo- Owen Jones, 
nathan, Anthony Benezet, 

Canachtogo, a Cayuga, James Pemberton. 
Jonathan's wife and fon, 

Coni;\d Weifer f 
Andrew Montour interpreters. 
Daniel Claus 

Ifrad Pemberton, addreffing himfdf to the In
dians, faid, 

Brethren, 
Am glad to fee you here, and to have 
an opportunity of informing you, thaf 
as William Penn, and Ollr fathers, who 

. fira fetrled this province, were men of 
peace and aaainft all wars, fo there are frill many 
of us' their ~hildrf'n, who hold the fame prin-, . I 

CIP es ; 
• Viz. April. t This, and the other Englilh ad-

clitiolls to their names, are given by lhe Enghlh. 
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ciples; and we hope there are many of your 
people, who ftill have a Jove and regard for their 
old friends. 

To which Scarroyada replied, 

I am vcry glad to hear this account; we love 
tlU[ principle of ptace, and wilh all mankind 
were of the fame mind; knowing, it would pre
vent any caufe of difference or contention be
tween us and the Englilh, and take away the 
Dccafion of W:lr. 

Urael Pemberton. 

It gives me gre:lt ple:lfure to hear what you 
fay, and that the remembrance of vViJliam Penn 
is {o dear to you: my grandfather and great 
grandfather were his particular friends, his coun
fellars, and men of the fame principles; and 
there are many of my friends who really love 
and refpetl: you; and though we are not concern
ed in the goyernment, have good eftates in it, 
and willi its welfare and profperity: but we are 
made very forrowful, by the bad condutl: of your 
coufins the Delawares, who, contrary to the friend
Ihip they formerly had for us, have done very 
wickedly, and fhed the blood of many of our 
brethren, without any caufe given them, that 
we know of. 

Scarroyada anf wers, 

What you now fay to US, I take to be faid to 
all our brethren of the fix nations. I filaU anfwer 
YOll in their name: Weare glad to hear, there 
are fome people left of the peaceable principle; 
we wilh it had been told us fooner, and that you 
had always fpoke and atl:<;d agreeable to this 

prjn~ 
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principle; for we are fure, though our coufintl 
the Delawares have {huck the blow, they would 
not ~urt any of you, if they knew you as fuch ; 
and If you had taken fufficient care in time, 
you might have kept them under your eye as 
children *. 

ifrael Pemberton. 
We willi the Delawares could be re£l:rained 

from doing any more mifchief; and the OTeatefl: 
proof we can give of our love and reg~rd for 
one another, is, by convincing them of their bad 
conduer, to engage them to ret'llrn to their alle
giance; for as, the government cannOt bLJt be 
highly difpleas'd, and is determined to punifh 
them, and has therefore declared war againfl: 
them, nO ddubt, but many of them will fuffer 
for their folly and wickednefs. Now if you will 
ufe your hearty endeavours wi h them, we will 
Jikewife £l:and between them and oLlr govern
ment; for as we confider they have no king. 
and their wife old men are gone, we look upon 
them as children, who do not know what they are 
doing; therefore, if they will forbear any farthtr 
mifchief, and repent, we will do all we can to 
have them forgiven. 

Scarroyada, 
• The interpreter explained this - that the Indians ex

prelliolls imply'd, we had too much neglected cuhivating 
Ilur friendlhip with the Indians, and [hat it we had been more 
converfant WIth each other, the Delawares would have re·, 
mained more fubjeCi, hilth to the fix natior.s ar.d c,; that 
now, they were grown iliff" like a ilrongtrce, and not eafily 
bow'd; but that, if we had converfed WIth each other, WIth 
the freedom our forefathers did, and manifclled [hat we had 
nothing but iove and good will in our .heilns to ~hen:' tlley 
might have been kept under OUT notIce and. dlrechon, as 
children under a father; and that as the hx natlOns had been 
too negligent, as well as we, he would now have \1$ to TclkCl 
on it, and alter our lII&afures. 

K 
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Scarroyada. 

'We attend to what you have faid, and' win 
110ld it faft (clafping his hands, and keeping it 
c1ofe) till we come to the fix nations, where we 
are now going, and then we will lay it open ta
them in a ftrait line (opening his hands wide .. 
with the back of it on the table, and fetting his 
fingers and a pipe ftrait before him) and it will 
be joyful news to them; and when I relate it to,. 
them, it will make their hearts melt. 

Your peaceable principle is noble; and the 
great Spirit • above, that is over all, will protece 
YOll, if you fteadily keep to it. 

They were theA told, that fome more of our 
brethren in town, who profeffed the fame prin
ciple of peace, would be pleafed with an oppor
tunity of feeing them, and making ourfelves 
more known to them. 

On the 21ft 4mo. 1756. in the mDrning. 

At a conference PR ESE N T 

Jo!hua Dixon, Ifrael Pemberton, 
Abraham Farrington, William Logan, 
Anthony Morris, John Smith, 
Mordecai Yarnell, James Pemberton, 
Samuel Powell, Samuel Abbot, 
Haae Lane, John Armit, 
James -Lownes, Owen Jones, 
Anthony Benezet, Thomas Brown, 
Daniel Stanton, John Reynell, 
John Pemberton, Thomas Say, 

The (arne Indians as before, and 8 or 10 more. 

Firft,. 
.. We meet with the fame elCpreffion" in the foregoing, 

'peeches to general J ohnron. 
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Ifrael Pemberton firft gave a ftring'of wampum, 

requefting their attention to what was about to be 
{>lid to them, being a matter of great importance. 

Brethren, 
The opportunity fome of us had of your com· 

pany the other day, has given us great fatisfac
tion ; and finding you retain [0 lively and affec
tionate a remembrance of William Penn, and our 
forefathers, and the friendfhip that fublifted be
tween them and your fathers, it hath rejoiced Ollr 

brethren who have heard of it, and fome more 
of them are come here to fee you; for, though 
we have long lain hid, and almoft buried by the 
great numbers of other people who are come 
into this province, many of whom are men of 
different principles from us ; yet we can inform 
YOll, tbere is a great number in this city, and 
other parts of the province, and fome on the 
frontiers, where a great deal of blood has been 
fued, who are the children of William Penn, 
and the firft fetders, that are men of the fame 
peaceable principles, and who love you as our 
brethren. We fhall now arife, and Ibew our
felves to you; for as we are forrowful that dif
ferences have arifen between your coufins the De
lawares and our people, we are delirous of uling 
our endeavours to reftore peace; and if they 
will ftop from doing further mifchief, we fhall 
be ready to ftand between them and the govern
ment, that they may be forgiven; and as a proof 
of our fincerity, we give you this belr, (a large 
white belt) which you fee is white, without any 
mixture, as our love and friendfhip to you is; 
and, as it is made of many pieces, which were 
fmall, and of little weight or ftrength before they 

K 2 were 
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were knit together, but is now thong and firm ~ 
10 we, when colleCted and united together, lh~U 
appear to our brethren: and we defire you, by 
this belt, to let both the fix nations and Dela
wares, know, that we have not forgot the love 
and kindnefs of their fathers to ours; an~ as we 
are men of the fame peaceable f'ripciples~ we are 
ready to give Qur affiltance in any manner we can, 
to put a itop to the preCent bloodlhed~ and to 
pave the way for a treaty, in which aU uneafi
ntlres may be freely opened; and when th~ 
grounds thereof are known, we will endeavou~ 
to get them removed in every refpeCt. 

Gave a large belt of white wampUin. 

Scarroyada anfwered, 

Brethre\1, 
vVe are glad to hear what you have raid to us, 

and to underftand by the belt you gave us, that: 
you offer to ftand up as William Penn's chil
dren; and that the old principle of peace and 
love are yet in being. Your fathers declared, 
that they had nothing but love and good-will in 
their hearts to all men. We thought, that the 
people of that profeffion, had been all dead and 
buried in the bulhes or alhes; but, we are very 
glad that there are fame of the fame men living, 
and that you offer to ftand as mediators betweeri 
our coulins the Delawares, and this government, 
now at variance. We will heartily join you 
herein; it is not only us few that hear YOll, but 
;111 the fix nations. As to this misfortune, it came 
lJpon m, as if an evil fpirit had arifen from under 
fhe ground, and Cpread all over the country; and 
the blood was begun to be fpilt before we had 
ti~e to think: but we muft now all apply to the 

good 



[ 7 1 ] 

good Spirit, to affift both you and \.1S to fubd.ue 
l:he evil fpirit. 

Ifrael Pemberton. 

Brethren, 
As you are wife men, we deure you to conG. 

der, in what manner we may [ooneft be able to put 
a ftop to the fhedding of blood; for as many of 
our friends, of the fame peaceable principle with 
1..15, f.or whom you exprefs fa much regard, live 
in different parts of the province, and fame on 
the very frontiers, without fomething be done 
foon, they may be defiroy'd,among others; there
fore for their fakes in particular, as wdl as for Ollr 
countrymen in general, we are concerned to have 
fome fpeedy ftop put to the fhedding of blood. 

Gave a firing with fame medals, 
with the King's head. 

ScarrQyada's anfwer. 

Brethren, 
We will think of the beft way to advife you, 

ilnd communicate our fentiments before we b.ve 
town: we fhall fix the medals YOll gave us on 
our breafts, and whenever we look on them, 
we fhall remember, and let others know, that 
fome of William Penn's defcendams, ot the J~ille 
Frinciples, are living. 
. The foregoing is the fublTance of t;le con-

vaCation between Ifrold P .mberttlll, on 
behalf of the ~akers, and Scarruyad3, 
!ln Indian chief. 29 and II A pnl 1 7;) 6. 

Conratl W,iier, 
Dan. Cl,iUs, . 
flendnck [H. M] Muntollr, 

'lJulgo Andrew. 
.It 



At a conference the 23d 4mo, J 756, in th, 
houfe of Ifrael Pembertolt, 

PRESENT 

Samuel Powel, 
Anthony Morris, 
James Lowns, 
Abraham Farrington, 
Jothua Dixon, 
William Logan, 
John Smith, 
Anthony Benezet, 
Ifrad Pemb€rton, 
James Pemberton, 

John Pemberton, 
Owen Jones, 
John Reynell, 
John Armit, 
Mordecai Yarnall, 
Daniel Stanton, 
Thomas Brown, 
Thomas Say, 
Ifaac Lane, 
Thomas Lightfoot. 

Indians PRE S E lit T. 

Scarroyada, or Monakateetha, 
Kagfwooghtaniyonde, or the belr, 
Kayenquirigoa, or Jonathan, 
Sadekaronyes. or Iggrea, 
Karondow, or New-caftle, 
Oftinados, Sincha George, 
Oghfaghrahke, Thick-leg, 
Oghwiftoony the fmith, or Lance-indian. 
Ifohogata, Green-jacket, 
Iyadaroonie, ,David, 
Thonaghtogo, the Cayuga, 
Woatfadacko, Scanoyada's boy, 
Aroas, Silver-heels, 
William Loquus, a Delaware, 
And fevc::ral Indian women, 
Conrad Weifer I 
Andrew Montour interpreter.s. 
Daniel Claus 

Scarroyada 



&arroyada ftanding up faid. 

Brethren, 
Directing his diJcourfe to Onas (by which they 

mean, people like minded with the lirft fetders) 
we are very glad to hear fo many of your fort of 
people are now alive, that you rife again from 
the dead; and though we have been loft, to one 
another, a great while, we are very glad to hear 
you are of the fame fentiments with Onas: unce 
he was dead there have from time to time come 
flew governors~ one after anotber, and another 
fort of people, different from the firft fettlers; and 
flnce we loft him, (meaning Onas) we are very 
glad at your rifing up, and holding the white 
belt in your hands, as an emblem of peace, co 
endeavour to reconcile the people, that are at 
war: we will hold faft what you fay, and carry 
it to the fix nations, and add ftrength to it, who 
will be very glad to hear there are fame people, 
of the fame principles of rhe lirft fettlers, for we 
have not heard of you for many years. 

A ftring. 
Brethren, 

We are glad to hear you fpeak after the Ian· 
guage of Onas, and of the principles of peace, 
he preached or recommended; we thought there 
were no more of the people, of that principle. 
left in this country i we are glad to fee you now, 
and hear you fpeak; we will affifi: you, and lay 
your belt of peace before the fix nations, who 
will be grad to hear of you;. and though this 
may look to contradict what the governor has 
{aid to us, we do· not mean fa; but let that be 
as it is, we a!I'ure you, what you propofe to us, 
is what we like beft, and we will affifi: you in it, 

4 and 
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and fhall fend thefe three Indians, pOinting td 
Newcaftle, Iggrea, and William Loquus, to 
Wymoang, to let our coufins know there are a 
people rifen in Philadelphia, who de fire co have 
peace reftored ; and that they muft ceafe from do
ing any more mifchief, and not be afraid, but be 
willing, to treat with you; and we are fure they 
will mind our meffage,- and .what we defire will 
be granted. 

Second frring. 
Brsthren, . 

As things are now circumftanced, we would 
not have you to venture your lives to go, or 
fend any meffage, over the mountains, to the 
Delawares and Shawanefe, they are now your and 
our enemies; we will ventUre our lives to make 
the road clear; but do you fray where you are, if 
they have their throats cut, you cannot then hear 
from them; but it may pleafe the Mofr High, 
that they may return meffengers of peace; and 
if they ihould bring you an agreeable anfwer, we 
then ddire you may aCt the part of wife men, 
and be careful in fetding a treaty, and then you 
may go to meet them; but do not frir till you 
hear from us. 

Brethren, 
A third frring. 

As we told you berot,e, tnefe three men, (two 
of whom are of the council of the fix nations and 
warriors, and the other one of our coufins) have 
undertaken to go wherever v.e {hall fend them; 
and, perhaps, it may pleafe thc:.,loft High, to 
bring them back in fattty, and with an acrreeahle 
anfwer: if they come back, take notice ~f them 
as of your firm friends; and as you are children 
of Onas, and fome of us ~n~ of the council, and 

- . fome 
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10me warriors of the fix nations, . we are very del. 
firous, that by your means, the treaties of frienel
fhip, which have formerly fubfifted between us, 
may now be renewed, and remain from genera
tion to generation, that the chain may be kept 
bright, and never contraCt any ruft again. 

Gave a firing of wampum. 
Brethren, 

We hope you will not take amifs our anfwer
ing you with fo little wampum, and not making 
a return of a belt; the times are very difficult 
with us, and we have very little wampum here, 
and we look upon the white belt YOll gave us, as 
belonging to you and us, and as an emblem of 
peace, and fhall preferve it as [uch, and carry it 
to the fix nations • 

. 'Ve have examined the f6regoing, and certify 
that it contains the fubftance of the con
ference held between the Indians, and Wil
liam Logart, and others, tloe 23d of April 
J756• 

Conrad Weifer, 
Daniel Claus, 

Hendrick [H M] Montour, 
'Outgo Andrew. 

The preceding minutes being called for, to 
lay before the governor, fooner than ex
peCted, there was not time to review and 
add the following minutes, which ollght to 
haye been done, viz. 

Ifrad Pemberton, 
We are glad to hear what you faid to us: we 

believe it to be [poken in fince~ity, a~d what you 
really think; and though we Judge It necdhry, 
on matters of importance, to obferve the good 

- L . mt:thQri 



C 76 J 
method praCtifed by you, to take time to deli- . 
berate; yet, as we now believe YOll have opened 
the real fentiments of your hearts to us, fo we, 
being all of one heart and mind, and l(nowing 
many more of our brethren, true ~akers, who 
will join us herein; can without any hefita .. 
tion readily anfwer, and a(fure YOIl, that we re
ceive all you have faid with great pleafure;- and 
whatever may be the event of our endeavours, 
we hope, on all occafion., to demonftrate our real 
love and r("gard to you. 

To which they aU gave the ufuaI expreffionJ 
ot approbation. 

Then Scarroy'ada, adreffing himfelf to the inter-
. preters, [aid: _ 

As we are obliged to mak.e ufe of your ears 
a.nd tongues, we defire you may be hearty and 
fincere in attending to the bufinefs now under
t!lken, and to join, with our brethren and us, in 
carrying the fanle into execution ;-and he inti. 
mated, that jf they did [0, they would merit our 
mutual regard. 

To which Ifrael Pemberton anfwered t 
'N e approve of the prudent advice you gave 

them, a:1d we hope they will remernb~ it, and 
ilpprove themftlves worthy of our regard. which 
we fhall not be wanting to mallifeil to them in ~ 
gratefuJ manner; and added: 

As you are now going on your journe¥, and 
~he weather grows warm, we give you fame hand.,. 
~erchiefs to wipe the fweat from yOl;lr faces, l!nd 
fome fmall matters t for yoqr wives, with fome 
p;ore medals, which (ney thankfully received, ami 
. diftributc4 
: t Gare them 20 large flowered {11k: India handkerchief ... 

-ft;ch ;IS they lire fond of, witldome trill,s for their Women. 
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diftributed to each prefent, ref erving a few for 
fome of their brethren, &c. in town fick, and then 
Hrael Pemberton added: 

As you mentioned to us, you thought we all 
ought to apply to the Good Spirit, that is over 
all, to fubdue the evil fpirit, which had influ
enced thofe, who had done fo much mifchief; we 
fincerely and heartily agree with you, and fhall 
fervently defire, and pray to God, to change their 
hearts; and that if it be his will, he would pro~ 
tea the meffengers now going, and grant that 
they may return fafely, and with the meffage of 
peace. 

,Which they attended to, and received with a be~ 
coming folidity and fatisfaaion. 
Brother Onas, 

We that are both councillors and warriors of 
the fix nations, and women; we return you many 
than\s for what you have given us, and 1hould 
be glad we had words fufficiently expreffive of 
our love and regard to you. 

Then, with mutual, friendly falutations, by the 
good old cuftom of fhaking hands, the confer
ences ended, and Scarroyada, and moil of the 
Indians, fet out on the 25th 4mo, for N ew York. 
and thence to Onondago, and the three ambaffa
dors, under the condua of A. I. Spangenberg 
~nd others., by way of Bethlehem to Wyoming. 

Copy examined, 

ISR.AEL PEMBER.TON. 

FIN I S. 
ERA TUM. 

In till: note, page I S. I. %. for 7. read S. 




