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PREFACE.

—~eO—

For twenty-ﬁve years the spirit .of party has raged in this country, to
the disturbance of its peace, the ruin of its interest, and the dishonor of

‘its name.

The new actors in the .political drama, and they are the principal or at
leas€ the most active ones, seem to have tak& it for granted, that the quar-
rel among the lcaders was well begun, and it is their duty to fight en, un-
il the triumphs of party ave consummated.

Since the commencement of the present war, experience has taught us
that in times of great and common danger no measure can suCceed, with-
out more union among the people : and that will never happen unless the
people will impartially review their political conduct, and reexamine the
.grounds of their political prejudices.

v

Unless these can be mﬁwed, the Author of the ensuing pages has long
believed they will eventually lead to ¢ivil war and the ruin of liberty.

This to him is a sufficient apology, for an attempt at this time, to leave
for o moment, the contest about measures, and to call back the attention
of his fellow-citizens from the commotions and ruins which surround them,
1p the first causes of their political prejudices : to enquire who it was that
enkindled the flames of civil discord among us, and why we are a divided

people.






THE CRISIS.

WRITTEN TOWARD THE CLOSE OF THE LATE WAR.

Courage may purchase liberty,
But wisdom and virtue must perpetuate its duration.

T the People of the United States.

Faisnps AXD Ferrow CiTiZews,

THERE are certain periods in the course of human events,
when the affairs of civil government excite an extraordinary inte.
fest in the public mind.

Such a period has commenced. Andin a frec republic like
ours, when a blind confidence in rulers could never be a virtue, it
would at the present time be criminal.

‘When the public wealth is wasting, and its credit sinking in
the dust; when the horrors of a ruinous and hopeless war are
spreading around us devastation and misery ; shall we, whose an-
cestors have purchased for us our liberties at the expense of their
blood and treasure, amidst the thunders of contending nations,
shall we their descendants stand still, and in stupid silence see
the mighty fabric of our freedom trembling to its base, without
one bold and manly effort to avert its rain ? .

We believe still, that ameng our unalienable rights are those
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; and to secure these
rights and for this purpose only, governments are instituted among
men. In 1774 we remonstrated against the administration of the
British government because as we believed, it became destruc-
tive of these great ends of its institution. And to provide for our-
selves a constitution which should secure to us a remedy against
the abuse of power, we appealed to arms, and after a conflict of
eight long years, we victoriously triumphed.

This mighty revolution was effected, this dreadful sacrifice of
blood and treasurc was suffused, to secure to the people of the
United States the right of changing the councils of the nation,
whenever their intercsts or happiness should require it.



But we have as yet only learned from this event that oppressed
man possesses the power of becoming free : that a bold and har-
dy race like that which achieved our independence, may by a long
series of abuses and usurpations, be roused from the lethargy of
oppression, shake off their fetters, fly to arms, destroy their op-
pressors, and rise to liberty and to glory. But to perpetuate the
blessings of liberty, the wisdom and the efforts of man have hi-
therto been exhausted in vain.

Although we have seen the long and dismal train of fallen re-
publics pass in awful review before us and consigned to the
wretched dominion of despotic power; we yet indulge the hope
that a constitution written on paper, will preserve our liberties
entire, amidst the conflicts of contending factions, of passion, of
vice and error! Vain and dclusive hope. Man by his courage
and physical power may acquire liberty, but wisdom and virtue
must render its duration perpetual. .

But if the seeds of dissolution are implanted in the constitution
of our republic, and death must be its fate, it is a duty which we
owe to.the mgmory of our illustrious fathers and heroes, who
purchased it for us with their blood, which we owe to ourselves,
our country and posterity, to strain every nerve, exhaust the last
power of intellect, and if necessary to surrender even life- itself,
to protract its dying nature, and from its expiring convulsions
snatch the spirit of liberty, and render its reign on earth immortal.
The boasted liberties of Greece and Rome could not suryive the
conflicts of contending faction ; they have perished, and whatever
remained of the spirjt of real liberty in modern Europe, has found
an asylum only in the United States. N

In the political as well as the natural or moral world, the prin-
cir” that hikecauses will produce like effects, is equally impor.
tant «ua irue.  And the history of republics hastaught us, that
such a state of things as now exists, has aiways preceded, and
been as it were the precursor of their ruin: Andin every age and
nation it which rational liberty has existed and been lost, they
hav proved the tocsin of civil war, its final catastrophe. .

Men who are burn, and educated in the same common country,
do not fall to killing each other without some powerful pretext.
A quarrel must precede; strong prejudices must be excited ;
the angry and malignant passions must first be put in motion, to
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prepare men to commence the business of robbery, devastation
and murder.

These passions and prejudices have already been engendered
in the conflicts of party dissensions, and have so increased in mag-
nitude and in virulence, that their influence seems to bid defiance
to the dominian of reason. Cool and dispassionate disquisitions
have given place to the asperity and malignity of party zeal: the
interest and glory of our country are absorbed in the views of pri-
vate ambition : a spirit of hatred, of malice and revenge has ar-
rayed every man against his fellow : the discordant murmur of
the multitude swells in every breeze, and like the terrific sound
which precedes the earthquake, admonishes us of an approaching
convulsion: The last republic en earth is divided against itself
and trembles to its fall !

And is there no remedy? Or has the history of fallen repub-.
lics been recorded for us in vain?  Have the evils which surround
us, resulted from an imperious and inevitable necessity? Many
of you my fetlow citizens, well' remember that happy period of
our history, when all hearts were united in the choice of the first
chief magistrate, who presided in the councils of the republic.

/The first organization of our government was hailed by all
elasses of our citizens, as the triumphant morning of a millennial
day ; never was there a more perfect union of sentiment exhibited
on earth, than by the freemen of the United States, in the year
aone thousand seven hundred and eight§-pine, in the choice of
their rulers. And never did the legislators of a free people com-
mand more confidence from their constituents, than those who at
that time, administered the government. But only twenty-five
years have passed away, and how changed is the scene ; how por-
tentous the prospect before us! All confidence in our rulers
Tost, all confidence in each other. No union among our citizens,
except in the belief of this one solemn trath, that our disunien
will soon put an end to our liberties.

Those party dissensions which palsy the arm of government,
overwhelm the wisdom and defeat the councils of the republic,

- have had their origin. The present distracted state of things,
has evidently been produced by a certain chain of events, which
can s easily be traced to their original cause, as our rivers to
their source; and it is just as absurd, to think ef changing it for
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the better without removing that cause, as to stop the flowing ol
the stream while its source remains.

It is not necessaryto consult the oracles of inspidstion for proof
of this important truth, that a house divided against itself cannot
stand: or that this maxim is equally applicable to a pelitical
state, as to a more domestic compact. Experience that unerring
precept has taught us, that the influence of party spirit has been
the principal cause of our present national calamities; and this it
is which presents an awful barrier in the way of that relief, which
not only our present necessities, but the very existence of oyr re-
publican institutions imperiously demand.

The present war which has brought on our defenceless frontierg
on every side, an invading and powerful foe, calls for the united
encrgies of every class of citizens. To have insured to us a suc-
cessful and glorious termination of the present contest, the whole
spirit of the republic should have been wrought up to a degree of
enthusiasm and ardor in support of the cause.

In a frec state where every thing depends on the dispositions of
the people ; measures of great and awful magnitude like that of
war, which is to put at Lazard, life, liberty, and property, should
correspond with the views, and wishes of the peopfe.
~ With a frontier on the shorves of the Atlantic, of more than
fourteen hundred miles, exposgdto an enemy who had at her com-
mand a thousand ships, completely manned apd fitted for hostile
operations, with about the same extent of territory on the weat
and north, bordering en numerous nations of the savage and mep-
ciless tribes, who might easily be engaged in the contest againat
us ; and with a population of only about seven millions, thinly scat-
tered over an immense territory, without a navy, without fortifi-
cations, without disciplined troops; under such circumstances, to
declare war without an assurance that the people weould puite
heart and hand in support of the cause, must be warse than sty-
pidity, it must be foliy and madness in the extreme.

And had the authors of the present war this assurance ? No,
fellow-citizens, you well know- they hagd not. No sooner was it
knownthat war was declared against Great-Britain, than.one ge-
neral expression of disapprobation and of anxious solicitude for
the event, pervaded all classes. . o N

In a free republic which has virtae for its base, and the general
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happiness for its supl'eme object, the people uninfluenced by pas-
sion or prejudice, will never believe it to be wise or expedxent,
to make war, even when the cause would justify resistance, un-
less there is at least some ground to hope that the injured nation
will be able thereby to redress her wrongs. The idea that the
conquest of Canada, could it be effected, would compel Great:Bri-
tain to yicld to our claims on the occan, is too ridiculous to ad-
mit of any consideration : and no ane whe had much knowledge
of her political state, believed she would give up the right she
claimed to impress her native seamen when found in neutral
ships, to any one except her conquerors ; and to become her con-
querors the people had nexther a disposmon, nor confidence in
their power. .

The rulers of a free people would never hazard their populariZ
ty, by disregarding the great and fundamental maxims of their go-
vernment, while they believed that cool and unprejudiced reascn
was predominant in the public mind.

But have we not reason .to fear that happy period of our exis-
tence is passed, never to return.

« In proportion as the structure of a government gives force fo
public opinion, it should be enlightened. But when Iask were
the people enlightened, when consulted, when were they called
upon to deliberate seriously upon the expediency of making war
on the British nation, for the purpose of compelling her to yield
her right of impressment. Never until war was resolved upon,
was it pretended that in the year 1812, this cause would justify
tesistance ; or éven if it would, that it was wise or expedient to
declare war at that time. The British Orders in Council were
equally with the French Milan and Berlin Decrées, considered
by the people as theé only causes which could justify resistance. -
These ebnoxious Orders and Decrees it was believed were intend-
cd by the two gréat belligerents of Europe to annoy each other,
rather than to be aimed at our neutral commerce.

When it was known in this country that the obnoxious Decrecs
of France were repéaled, the people believed, they had good rea-
son to believe, that the British Orders in Council would soon be
revoked, When, therefore, the administration had recommended
an immediate appeal to arms, and the federalists then in Cens

B
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gressy saw the torrent of calamities about to burst upon the coun-
try, they warned, they intreated them to delay, even fora few
days, until despatches from Great- Britain could arrive, which.

. might announce the revocation of the Orders m Council; and if
war was inevitable, they, urged them to delay a measure of such
awful magnitude, until the country copld be better prepared to
meet the event, But in vain ; the war was proclalmed, conttary
to the views and wishes of the people, not of that class only who
are called federahsts, but the great body of freemen, who have to -
hazard their lives and property in the contest.

Before Great-Britain could have any knowledge of this event,
and within eight days after it happened,. her Orders in Council
were revoked, and that as soon as she had knowledge of the re-
peal of the Milan and Berlin decrees. This was an event which
our rulers must have anticipated. No sooner had a knowledze
of the revocation of the Orders in Council reached this country,
than the people expected an armistice, and an immediate end put
to hostilities, They did not believe the administration were se-
riously resolved on a war at that time, to compel the British to
yield their right of impressment, as they well remembered that
Mr. Monroe, who Mr. Madison had employed to settle that bu-
siness, had declared that the propositions made by the British
commiission, and the explanation which accompanied it, was both
honorable and advantageous to the United States : and that it
contained a concession in their favour on the part of Great-Bri-
tain, on the great principle in contestation, never before made
by a formal and obligatory act of their government, which was
highly favorable to their interests, Therefore, with respect to
that the people did not believe all hope of settlement by treaty
had failed, noththstandmg what Mr. Madison had said to the cons
trary.

The public opinion had not been enhghtened on any subject
relative to tho causes of the war, except the Orders in Council,
so far as to induce the people to indulge for a moment a confi-
dence, that any other cause existed at that time which could j jus-
tify offensive hostilities. But their expectations were disappoint-
ed. No armistice was totake place, none was ever contemplated
by ourrulers, but only by the honest freemen who wished for it,
who wished for peace.
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This hopeléss and ruinous war must go on; a war which has
ulé'eady driven from our defenceless frontiers the helpless and
peaceable inhabitants; which has laid in ruins our flourishing

towns and villages, which has filled our land with widows and or-
phans, with suffering, with sorrow,and with tears ; and which has
- already entailed on posterity, a debt, which will inflict on genera-
tions yet unborn, years of toil and of pain. And after all this, our
administration will be forced to accept of a disgraceful peace, if
they can get any. ‘

Iam sensible there is a large class of citizens among us, on
whom argument: would be lost; who would shut their eyes against
the light, and their ears to truth ; who would rather see the Jast
vestige of republican liberty in ruin, than see their leaders forced
to resign the power which they have abused ; in whose breasts the
interests and the love of party has extinguished every glow of
patriotism : To such men I do not appeal; but to those who
would yet, to the paltry views of party, prefer the durable inte-
rests and glory of their country ; to them I appeal, and to their
candid and serious consideration I submit—whether the present
war, and the ruinous policy which has led to it, has not been pro-
duced by councils founded in corruption and error.

On the nineteenth day of June 1812, could the voice of the peo-
ple been heard in the capitol, would it not have thundered its so-
femn veto on the proceedings of that awful day 2 Could they for a
moment have exercised the powers of legislation, would they not
have indignantly annulled an act, engendercd in the Court of St,
Cloud, and recorded in letters of blood 2

It is not necessary for me at this time to present to your vision
all that formidablearray of evils, which are fast gathering around

us, and which have evidently been produced by the weak and cor-
rupt policy of the last fourteen years, to convince you that the
councils of the nation ought to be changed. ‘The fact is acknow-
Jedged ; not by the authors of this pelicy : not by those who have,
or who expect to derive emoluments from their agency in the
present administration : but by the honest frcemen, who hold no
office under the administration, and who expect none,  They with
the frankness and sincerity becoming republicans, who wish to
perpetyate the duratlon of their liberties, they now declare they
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pelieve the present policy must be changed, to save from ryin
the interests and the glory of our republic. N .

But these good atid honest ¢itizens, have not as yet discovered
the means by which this all important change cafi be-effected.

They have hoped, and hoped in vain, that the men or the friends
and advocates of these very men, who have produced the present
state of things will change it for the better. :

A strapge fatality seems always to have marked the course of
republics. Events happen, « and we arc astonished, as if they
were miracles.” One would suppose that our citizens had alrea-
dy lost sight of the great object of our republican institutions.

Recollect for a moment what were your sentiments respeclirfg
a remedy for national calamities fourteen years ago. You then
held it as a principle that power long exercised had a corrupting
influence on the conduct of rulers: that wheflbver through cor-
ruption or error an admiuistration had adopted a system of policy
destructive to the interests of the nation, it was expedient to
change that administration, by placing it in the hands of others,
not of those who had adyocated and supported such destructive
policy, but of those who had opposed and condemned it. You
then professed to believe that in a republic like ours, the admin-
istration should have no views, no object or no interests opposed
to the views and wishes of the people. And you professed to
believe, whether you had or had niot grounds for your belief; that
the federal administration had produced evils to remedy which a
change was necessary. You called on your friends and fellow-
citizens to aid you in effecting a _cfaange of rulers by their suffra-
ges: they gave you their aid. Thousands at that time sacréd]}'
Pledged themselves that they bad nothing in view at that time, in
wishing for a change of rulers, but the interests and glory of their
country. That whenever they found themselves disappointed in
the result of new measures, they would aid in restoring the pow-
cr of the former admibistration. '

And your new measures have now been tried for more than four-
teen years, and beyond all endurance, - ’

And now you ask what can be done to save the republic.

The united energies and the whole reseurces of the country
are put in requisition, and we 4re a divided people. One pulls
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. thls way and anotherthat: the wheels of government roll heavily
on and our enemies trinmph,

. You fetlow-citizehs who areadvocates for the present poliey,
untll very lately: prafessed to believe that an opposition to the
“measures of the majority had a salutary effect on the administra-
‘tion: that it tended to keep alive the spirit of liberty, and awaken
the people to a sense of the dangerous encroachments of abused
power. Had the leadersof the party in power opposed measures
only, you might at this time have gloried in the privileges of an
elective government, and would long before this, have arrested
the progress of those evils which have brought us to the present
alaiming crisis,

But their opposition was not confined to measures. Federalists
bave been proscribed, and denounced, as dangerous men, ene-
mies to our republican constitution, tories and British partizans,

.unworthy the confidence of a free people. And this accusation
has been repeated so many millions of times that many of the

-honest electors really believe it must be true. They tell you
that it isin vain to question the truth of what has been believed
for twenty-five years.

" Itis indeed a lamentable fact, that so many of our best citizens
should after fighting and suffering eight years to establish an elec-
tive government, wish to ercct on its ruins an hereditary monar-
chy : but our good republican rulers tell us, it is so, and we can-
not doubt the truth of it.

In those countries where the structure and administration of
the goVernmeiSt is based on the ignorance and abject condition of
the people, it is not strange that the arts of deception and false-
hood should prevail against reason and common sense: but that
a majority of the enlightened citizens of the United States, should
fall the victims of the most absurd and fatal delusion, in the very
infancy of that republic which their wisdom, their virtue and he-
roic degds had but just achieved, is one of those political phe-
nomenons, which prejudice alone can divest of mystery. One
would suppose that many of our citizens had utterly despaired of
saving the republic, and seeing the road to ruin inevitable, had
resolved to shut theireyes agamst the light of truth, thinking that
like asses they can travel « best in dangerous roads with blinders
on.”
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For I ask what evils may not the leaders of the party in pow-
er inflict with impunity, so long as they assume the name of
republican ? Notwithstanding they have seen Napoleon under
that assumed name enslave and oppress thirty millions of delu-
ded Frenchmen, and on the ruins of liberty, erect a despotism
o horrid and so stupendous, that nothing but the conflagration
of Moscow could stop its progress to the ruins of a world !

Yet in the United States this word republican has acquired a
magic, a resistless, charm. One who assumes that appellation
attaches to his character, all those admirable qnalities, which
constitute the pure patriot, the exclusive friend of an .elective
government, and the rights of man. While the man who has
the misfortune to be called a federalist, is not only proscribed
as a tory and dangerous citizen, but becomes thereby absolute-
iy disfranchised. For as it respects the evils which may result
to society or individuals, by excluding from office a large por-
tion of our most respectable citizens, it is the same whether
they are excluded through the influence of fraud and delusion,
or by power of the constitution.

When during the French revolution, the deluded citizens of
that devoted country, believed there was no way to regain their
¢ long lost liberties,” butby cutting off the heads of their hest
citizens, the error proved as: fatal 1o the poor victims of the
guillotine, and to the Jiberties of those who escaped it, as though
they had suffered by virtue of authority derived from a consti-
tution of civil government. Wlen prejudice becomes deep
rooted, so as to gain an entire ascendency over the mind, it has
the power of a law upon the conduct and becomes even a more.
invariable rule of action. - For men are sometimes disposed to
violate the law, and when they can with impunity, will doit:
whereas, they ncver feel disposed to act arainst their invete-
ratc prejudices. ’

When in an clective government such prejudices have armed
enc part of the citizens against the other, and all confidencein
rach other is lost, the minority are thereby rendered ineligible
to office, they are in effect disfranchised so long as such prejudices
are predominant.  The republic in such a state partakes of an ars
istocracy, in proportion as the number of proscribed citizens, te-
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duces the number of those who only can administer the govern-
ment. Suppose then we have in the United States, one milljon of
free white male citizens, about five hundred thousand of these Kave
‘the misfortune to be called federalists ; and are denounced as ene-
‘mies to ourfree constitution and to republican liberty. Ttisacknow-
ledged these men are atleast equally respectable, for their talents,
their information, their wealth and useful habits. Among the re.
maining five hundred thousand, composing the party in power,
the leaders of that party will not select and recommend to the peo-
ple as candidates for office ; more than one to five hundred, so

_ that in the present state of parties, the electors who support the
present policy by their suffrages, under the influence of these in-
veterate prejudices, which exclude federalists from a participation
in the administration, have to select those who are to direct and
controul our great national concerns, from less than one thou-
sandth part of the freemen. And among these it will be acknow-
ledged a great number are more distinguished for their party
zeal, than by those important qualifications which the high re-
spectability of their trust requires.

So long as the influence of these prejudices continues to blind
and delude so many of our citizens, the leatlers of the party in
power Inay rest secure in the patronage of their constituents, un.
til they shall establish an aristocracy on the ruins of liberty.

If it is said the electors arcnot bound to regard a nomination
made by the leaders of a party, it may be answered, it is equally

- true, that under the mﬂuence of party spirit and inveterate preju-
dice, its usual concomitant ; it is certain they always have, and
always will regard it.

‘When therefore, it becomes an irrevocable principle with a bare
majority of the people to exclude from the administration, a cer-
tain class of citizens, to be designated by a particular appellation,
and comprising only’ a minority of the freemen, the leaders of that
majority, may with im punity sacrifice the interests of their constit-
uents, to the advancement of their own. For suppose you dismiss
from their places in the national leglslatme, the leaders of the
ma.)omy, and appoint others of the same party in their stead, it is
evident a combination may still exist among the few well inform-
ed and mﬂuenual leaders, of the party both in and out of office, for
the purpose of promoting their own views,ia opposition to the
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views and wishes of the people; for so long as they assume to
themselves the right néme, call it republican or what you please,
they may rest assured that the majority will suppove them.

And it is generally frue, that the members of the national legis-
latare, at the expiration of their term, if they are not re-elected,
are still provided with some snug office, and go out among their
constituents faithfully pledged to support that policy which they
have been instrumental in establishing.

From the nature of man and from the invariable effects of the
influence of party spirit on his political conduct, it will always be
found, that to change the policy of an administration, in an elective
governmerit, where all the electors are divided into two great par-
ties, a revolution of those partics is absolutely necessary. Fede-
ral measures would never lave bcen changed by federal men.
This truth you once believed. And those of you who pledged
yourselves to restore the power of the federal administration,
whenever you found yourselves disappointed in the result of new
measures, would now, it is believed, gladly change the present
ruinous policy by restoring to power federal men, had not your
prejudices usurped the throne of cool and dispassionate reason.

You are convinced that the merits of an administration of civil
government should be adjudged by its fruits and not by a names
And yet when the policy of our present rulers has involved us im
scenes of calamity from which they have not power to extricate
us, you persist in proscribing and denouncing as uaworthy of
your confidence one half of your féllow freémhen, bécause they are
called federalists.

But there are times when the triumphs of polmcal delusion,
over a minority must come to an end, when the errors of rulets can-
not be practised with impunity. Such are times of great national ca-
lamity, when life, liberty, and property are put at hazard. Then
it is that the crrors of an administration, sheds on community its
dire effects and awakens the spirit of inquiry into the causes of
the evils which surround them. Such is the présent crisis—Un.
til the commencement of the present war, the ‘advocates for the
latc measures of the admministration, have affected to view our po-
litical dissensions with great indifference : to consider a faction
in a free state as a necessary appendage of liberty. But no soon-
ev were hostilities proclaimed betwegn this country and Great
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Buitpin, thap the minority were called upon to join heart and hand
in support of the, contest, or submit to the imputation of being
identified with the enemies of our.country. Thus was the oppo-
sition ta be bushed into silence, and the liberty of speech and of
she press, those great bulwarks of freedom, prostrated in the dust.

A powerlul ‘minority is no longer considered as a harmless
faction. The affairs. of the republic have come toa crisis, in
which union has become indispensable to prevent a disastrous and
inglorious termination of the present contest. But it is in vain to
talk of union without just and correct vicws of the causes of our
disunion. The advocates of the present policy are disposed a;
last to ascribe to our political dissensions, the present calamltous
state bf thmgs,and to the federahsts the first blameable cause.

If our misfortunes should lead us to retrace our steps, and un-
influenced by pé.;sfon to review our political conduct, and impar-
t:ally to investigate the causes of our divisions, we might still -
proﬁt by them. The lessons of history are before us, and they
have taught us that ‘thus far we have travelled step by step, the
downward course of fallen 1cpubhcs. The cvils which the im-
mortal Washington, warned us wounidsbe the eﬁ'f_:cts of party"s'pi.
1it, have already completed half their work of ruin. They have
distracted the pixblic co(m;ils, and enfeebled the public adminis-
tration: they have agitéted the community with ill founded jea-
lousies and false alarms : they have kindled the ammosxty of one
part against another they have fermented occaslonal riot and i in-
surrection : they have opened the dvor to foreign influence and
corruptxon, which have found a facilitated access to the govern.
ment itself, through the channels of party passions, and the policy
and will of this country has thereby been subjscted to the policy

and will of another.
C
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s it not then our highest wisdom, while besét on every side by
2 foreign and powerful foe, to inquire with deep selicitude whe it
3s that hath enkindied the flames of civil diseord among ourselves.

"The present war will probably come to an end, at no very dis-
tant period of time : And we have too much reason to fear that
the issue will be disastrous if not inglorious.

But the event of it or of any of our foreign relations, can never
sccure to us durable peace and prosperity, so long as we are dis-
tracted with domestic animosity and dissension.

In a free republic like ours, where all may possess the same
means of knowing the state of public concerns, and are equally
interested in the general welfare, it is impossible that a mere dif-
ference of opinion should divide them into two great parties—
Other causes have operated to create our fatal divisions. These
must be examined. It may not yet be too late.

Those who first excited ill founded préjudiqes among the citi-
zens were their worst enemies. Search them out then, and let
them know by the indighant voice of your disapprobation, that
you will hereafter consider those who shall without a cause, ex-
cite party dissensions, as more dangerous to your liberties, and
more fatal to your peace and safety, than myriads of mercenary
troops, the miserable tools and slaves of foreign despots.

That will be the most important crisis in the history of our re~
public when it shall be recorded of us, that our reason and wis-
dom triumphed over passion and prejudice. Not that period
when by our courage we purchased liberty, but when by our vir-

iae we stamped on its existence, immortal duration.
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No. 2.

That will be tbe most important CRISIS in the history of our
republic, when lt shall be recorded of us, that our reason and wis-
dom mumphed over passionand prejudice: not that period when
N t «l" l

by our courage we purchased liberty, but when by our virtue we

stamped on its existence, immortal duration.

WRITTEN TOWARD THE CLOSE OF THE LATE WAR.

To the citisens of the United States.

Friexps aNp Ferrow Crrizews,

IN great and important revqlutions which change either the
form of gdvernment, or the policy of an administration, the peo-
ple soon lose sight of the first link in the chain of events,by which
it is produced.

That ardent love of power so generally, if not universally pre-
domimant, operates on the passions, and disposes men to investi-
gate the means by which they may retain it, rather than those by
which they have been elevated.

But if by any means weak or c%rrupt men gain the ascendency
in the councils of the nation, no great or at least no very durable
evils, need be apprehended from their political errors, provided
their constituents seek for correct information,and remain uncor-
rupted by the influence of party interests,

There are men enough in every free state, who, to acquire
power, are ever ready to put in their claim, to the exclysive title
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to patriotism ; who to acquire wealth, would acquire political con-
sequence.

It must therefore depend on the wisdom and virtue of the elec-
tors, composed of the great mass of useful clitizens, to select such
rulers as will bgst secure the perpetuation of liberty. But it un-
* fortunately happens in popular governmepis, that the electors
fro;n local or other causes, are often involved in the same vor-
tex of error and misguided zeal, with their rulers. Itisnot strange
that men who have not much either of wisdom or virtue, to boast
of, should in the exercise of powef' coramit errors,and even per-
severe in'them, when they are therely deriving immediate emol-.
uments to thcmsclves.

But that the electors* who derive no benefits from the adminis-
tration of civil government, but what result from the influence
of wise and equal laws, that they should persist with persevering
pbstinacy, to subport those, whose political conduct has becn oppo-
sed to their views and wishes,and whose measures have {lisappoin-
ted their most spnguing hopes, cannot be accounted for inany
other way than by supposing they arc actuated by fhe influence of
delusion and prejudice. ‘

Our error and our misfortune has heen, that while. we have
seen and suffercd the effects of party dissensions, we have not re-
traced our steps to the first cayse. According to the usua}
course of republics, we have psogressed from bad to worse, un.
til at last, the evils resulting from the policy of the last fourteen
years appear to be-fast approzching to a remediless crisise

It has been well observed by a distinguished writer, ¢ that the

* The author would apply his remarks throughout this address, pamicu-
larly to th:t class of clectors, who make no pretensions to the qualifications

gequisitc_tothe duties of public office, and who, whenever theycould discern
8¢ best interest of thei¥ country, would pursue it.
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people are never in such danger as ‘when placing a blind confi-
dcm':e:in their representatives; whie, acting in a body, divide the.
sense of shame or disgrace among cach other, and do things from
which a single individual, however dissolute, would shrink with
disgust.”

The electors may be'said to act under the’inﬁucnce of sucha
confidence, when'they support by their suffrages the authors of
measures, of which they disapprove by whatever political name
heir representatives may be called. ‘

But, say the supporters of the present policy, although it ap-
pears to us'that the present war, and the measures which led to

it,are ruinous to the interests of the country, and might have
been avoided, yet our representatives have a better view of the
whole ground, than we can be éupposed to have, and therefore
‘we must conclude they have done what was best, although we
had other views of our pofitical state; and it is our duty quietly
to submit to the will of the majority.

JJhe representatives of that ‘majority may however sdnctioa
measures opposed to your will. In thatevent you have but one
_ constitutional remedy ; by eiecting other men, who condemn such

measures, and will change them. This you will not do; nomatter

by what motives you are actuated, as it respects the evils which re-
sult to the minority and to our country ; unless you will remove

" them by a wise use of your right of suffrage, they must be endu-
red. ‘ ‘

By the exercise of this right, the minority cannot remove them,
although the propertion of their numbers to that of the majority
shall be as ninety-nine to an hundred, and although'the evils re-
sulting from ;wéh measures should fall with tenfeld greate-

weight on that minerity, than on the majority,
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This is not.a mere chimerical view of the wretched condition to
which a free republic may be reduced. For there isno degree of
degradation and misery, to which a minority may not be reduced
by a Jominant party, acting under the dominion of infuriated pas-
sion, or inveterate prejudice.

But have you forgotten that there was a time when the leaders
of a minority encouraged an open and violent resistance to mea-
sures of which they disapproved. In 1792 under the administra-
tion of President Washington, the execution of the laws imposing
a duty on spirits distilled within the United States was resisted ;
and that resistance was encouraged by the very men who were
then the leaders of a minority, but who now direct the destinies of
our couutry.

If resistance could be justified then; so it could at the present
time with equal reason. Many of you who support the men in
power at this time, did not then think it was the duty of the peos
ple quietly to submit to the will of the majority; if that will was
as you professed to believe, destructive of the great end of civil
government.

When you were the legitimate subjects of Great Britain in 1775,
you disclaimed the right of the Britjsh parliament to tax you with-
out your being represente(i; you would not submit to it. You
would no longer be subjected to the evils of an administration,
which you could not change. You are now represented in the
councils of the nation, and when your representatives tax you
contrary to your wishes, and wantonly spread around you devasta-
tion and misery, you presume they have done .well, because they
are men of your own choice.

But does the right of suffrage, give impunity to the errorsor
crimes of rulers ?



23

You endured the privations and sufferings of an eight yém’s
war, because you. would not submit to the absurd maxim, that
the King can dono wrong : And by a blind confidence, by an ob-
stinate adherence to a certain class of citizens, you would adopta
maxim equally absurd and fatal to liberty. The privileges which
the citizens are to derive from the right of suffrage, do not con-
sistin the power which the freemen possess of exercising that
right, but in the dctual exercise of it by a majority of the elee.
‘tors, in a manner best calculated to promote their political inte-
rést and happiness.

Suppose a bare majority of the electors have established it as
an irrevocable principle, that they will neyer elect to office, any
one who shall be nominated .by the minority ; what benefits do
-that minority derive from the right of suffrage ? Yousay they en-
joy the benefit of laws made by the men who are chosen by the
majority; which is all they can expect from an elective govern-
ment. But suppose that majority elect men, who pursue a poli-
¢y ruinous to the interest and happiness of the people, and should
persist in supporting such men ; ought such a policy to demand
our confidence and cordial submission, because the authors of it
enjoy- the right of suffrage ? If the rights of th¢ people are to
be invaded with impunity; if ‘our liberties are to perish, is it a
privilege of which freemen should boast, and in which they ought
to exuit, that they have the right of choosing the men who are to
be the instruments of their ruin 2

But it is said, the representatives who are chosen by a majority
of a free and énlightened people, will,itis to be presumed, best un-
derstand, and be disposed to pursue, the best meang to protmote
the public :g'ood.

This was not the reasoning of the party in power scventeen
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years ago. At that time they arraigned at the bar of public opin-
ton, and condemned the measures of the represe!jé‘tiyeslof 3 great
majority of the electors.

You, who now.advocate the present policy, had not then adopt:
ed the absurd inaxim, that the representatives of a free q;eople
can do no wrong. You then gloried in the privileges of an elec-
tive government, becaunse it authorized you to change the coun-
cils of thie nation, by removing those who had deceived your con-
fidence. You then complained of the measures of federalistd, bg—
cause they imposed unnccessary and oppressive taxes. But odr
republican‘rulers have imposed a tax on lands, houses, carriages,
waggons, harness, licenses, auctions, stills, leather, boots, hats,
caps, ’ladies." Hats, ‘sugar, ‘tobacco, snuff, segars, bar iron, roil’d
fron, pig iron, cut mails, brads, sprigs, umbrellas, furniture, pa-
per, carlmdles, playing cards, saddles, bridles, ale, porter, and a
stamp tax, a double postage tax, and all to support 2 war which
the people believed was unncc‘essgry, and might with a lictle pru-
dence have been avoided : and you have become silent as the grave
upon the 'subj’cct of federal measures: for if they chastised us
with whips, it can no longer bé‘:concea]ed, that our republican ru-
lers are now chastising us with scorpidns. The peopre theré.
fore have exhibited some’ symptomns of a disposition to éxercise
the right of suffrage, by restoring to powe'r) those men who have
invariably warned them, that the policy of the last fourteen years;
would lead to the present disastrous state 6f things.

But no sooner has the result of an election ﬁthibited to public
view, some evidence of an inclination in ihe -electors, to consult
their eyes rather than their ears, in forming. their opinions of po-
litical chafacters, than the old cry of British inﬂuence,hmuarchist,

and tory, is raised with redoubled cfforts ; so glaring is -the dise.
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crimination between republican and federal measures, in fuvour of
the latter, that there is danger, that even the ¢ moles will be cured
of their blindness.” '

If the federalists committed errors in their administration four-
teen years ago, they ave no longer considered as obstacles to their
restoration to power, since in that respect the little finger of Mr.
Madison, has become thicker than the loins of Washington or
Adams.

The republican leaders, twenty-five years ago, were weil aware
that the test of experience migi\t eventually expose the fallacy
of their new policy ; and thereby restore to confidence and to
power, the prescribed federalists.

It was not therefore against federal measures only, or pringipal-
ly, but against federal men, that the efforts of the first opposition
were directed. They were denounced as dangcrous men,attach-
ed to monarchical principles, and inimical to republican liberty.
Thése accusations, unceasingly uiged, have excited prejudices
which have grown soinveterate as to become a rule of action, an
inviolable law. And it is no longer a questionwhether they ougl.t
not quietly to submit to any evils which may result from the viccs
or errors of their republican leaders, rather than trust their poli-
tical concerns to the controul of federalists. We now see a few
individuals, who claim the exclusive title to patriotism and re-
publican virtue, chosen fromdess than one thousandth part of the
freemen, set at the helm, exulting in the triumphs of delusion and
prejudice, over reason and truth: Our territory invaded by a
powerful foe, and nearly one half of our citizens disfranchised, and
identified with the enemies of our country. Such a state of things
cannot long continue. Our political state must be regenerated

A re volution in the public opinion is indispensable.
D
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Whatever may be the event of the present war, in the presén;
state of the world, we cannot expect any very long and uninter-
rupted state of peace.

In times of common dangcr, we have found from recent expe-
rience, that union is the great bulwark of our safety. 1Inthe midst
of surrounding commotions and ruins, pause then, fellow-citizens,
for a moment, and rcview the motives of your politieal conduct,
and with the integrity of virtuous frcemen, examine the evidence
wpon which you have founded your political prejudices.

In the long conflict for power which has engaged the two great
political parties in this country, it is evident the great mass of elec-
tors, who would at this time exclude from office federal men,
have lost sight of the origin of our political dissensions.

You now behieve that thesc of your fellow-citizens, who are
called federalists, are enemies to republican liberty, and friends
toan h.ereditary monarchy.

But where is your evidence of the fact? There are but twe™
modes of proof, by which we can attest to the sentiments of oth-
ers: one of which we derive from their professions, and the other
from some gvert act, the nature of which clearly evinces to the
mind, the principle which must have produced it.

And has any federalist, whose political opinions have been
thought to merit public consideration, ever announged to his fel-
low-citizens, in any eommunication of his political sentim,enis,
either public or private, his predilection to a monarchy, or his
attachment tothe Britishnation? If so, who was that federalist >
when and on what occasion, and to whom was such a communica-
tion made ? If there had been one such instance of republica‘n;
degeneracy, would not the fact admit of proof, and the evidencvq'f

h’ave.been distinctly anneunced to the public through the medium .v
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of the press? But no such evidence has ever been exhibited, for
this plain reason, that it never did exist. But on the contrary,
whenever the sentiments of federalists on this subject have been
disclosed, they have invariably evinced a strong predilection to
our republican constitution as the only fcrm of government which
could best promote the happiness of the people.

Fisher Ames, whose character for political science, and pure
morality, stands unrivalled in our history, about ten years ago
wrote a dissertation on the « Dangers of American Liberty,” and
sent it to a friend for his perusal, who returned it with an expec-
tation that it would have been published at that time. ¥n thatin-
teresting work we find the following remarks which camnot be
thought impertinent to our present object.

“ This is certain, the body of the f{ederalists were always and
yetare essentially democratic in their political notions. The truth
is, the American nation, with ideas and prejudices whally demo- .
cratic, undertook to frame, and expected tranquilly and with en-
ergy and success, to administer a republican government. It is,
and ever has been my belief, that the federal constitution was ags
good or very nearly as good as our country could bear; that the
sttempt lo introduce a mixed moparchy was never thought of,
and would have failed if it had been made ; and could have pro-
ved only an inveterate curse to the nation if it had becn adopted
cheertully, and even unanimously by the people.” The manu-
script which contained these remarks, remained in the possession

-of Mr. Ames about three years, and until his death ; which clear-
ly shows that he had no anxiety that it should have been publish-
ed. . Thatgreat and good man who had no enemies but what were
created by party influence, never indeed belieyed it was necessa.-

Ty, or the duty of patriatism, to use a single argument thrbugh
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the whole of his writings, to convince the peaple that the fedéral-
ists were fx;ends to republican liberty: and thdught as he expres-
sed himsclf, that the assertions to the contrary were « impudent
falsehoods,” made only to gull the unsuspecting- freemen out of
their confidence in federal men.

It is a fact, that since the commencement of our political dis-
aensions, only two men have been designated among the whole
body of federalists, as having publicly announced sentiments fa-
vorable to a menarchical government.

One of these, and the first, who was denounced as one, whose
sentiments had a dangerous influence was John Adams, late Pre-
sident of the United States—When I say he was the first, I speak
in the language of those citizens who have been deceived with re-
spect to the origin of our political dissensions. If truth can pre-
vail over falschood and prejudice, and they will hear it—it will
convince them that the opposers of fedcralism, directed their first
efforts againzt Washington and his policy. But so unchangeable
was the confidence, of the great body of the people in his talents

and his character, both as a hero and statesman, such their un-
bounded admiration of his wisdom, his virtue and disinterested
patriotism, that the torrent of calumny and abuse, which issued
from the democratic presses at that time, against him and his po-
licy, had no effect, in withdmwing the confidence of the people
from the man on whom they had rested thieir hopes through the
trying scenes of the revolution. -

Tt would have been indeéd an Herculean 'task, to have destroy-
ed the credit of an administration over which Washington presid-
ed. It must indeed have been a work of much time, and have

required arrangements, difficuit in their execution; to operate
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with success against an administration, which commenced under
the ‘most flattering auspices, and which had inspired our citizens
-with the most flattering hopes.

A considerable time had elapsed, before those papers, which.
were the vehicles of slander against federal men and measures,
were  extensively circulated. And those who might have early
discovered the calumnies against Washington, must have conclu-
ded they were the effect of some invisible and mysterious policy,
not founded in a disposition hostile to his character or conduct.

Although that opposition to federalists, which has ended in fix-
ing the present inveterate prejudices of our citizens, began with
the first operations of the government, certain it is, that the great
mass of electors, who by their suffrages support the men now in
po;er, trace the origin of their party prejudices, no farther back
than to the administration of Mr. Adams, who it was said, was
disposed to extend the influence of his principles both by his
precepts and example H that he was a dangerous man, because he
thought the British constitution better than our own.

Where is the evidence of this fact to be found ? Did he eve:
make any declaration, either directly or indirectly, that such were
his sentiments? You have said they were to be found in his wri-
tings.

It will be recollected that after the establishment of our inde-
pendence, the people were free to form for themselves, civil con-
stitutions, according to their own ideas of liberty, independent of
any foreign power. The then thirteen states, therefore chose
and established for theméelves, constitutions of government, foun-
ded on principles similar to that which the United States have

since adopted.
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Mr. T'urgot, a Frenchman, in a letter* to Dr, Price, acknow-
ledges that he was not satisfied with those constﬁuﬁoné,' and ob-
serves, that ¢ by most of them, the customs of England were imi-
tated, without any partichlar motive. Instead of collecting all
authority into one centre, that of the nation, they have established
different bodies—a body of representatives, a council and a gover-
nor, because in England, there is a house of commons, a house of .
lords, and a king ! Against this attack of Mr. Turgot on the
American constitutions, Ms. Adams wrote and published a de-
fence; a defence of those very principles of a republican form of
government, which are recognized in our present constitutions.
It has been the peculi‘ar province of a few leaders of democracy in
the United States, to discern in this cglebrated defence of repub-
lican principles, a predilection in the author to an hereditary mo-
narchy. This work of Mr. Adams, is now before me, from which
it appears that those who have represented his writings as proof
of his predilection for a monarchy, have cither misunderstood, or
misrepresented them. The question between Mr. Adams and
Mr. Turgot was not whether 2 republican form of government
was preferable to a monarchy, but what form of government was

best calculated to secure the duratiop of republican liberty. Both

* This letter of Mr. Turgot and the principles contained in it, had beyond
a doubt, a great influence on the conduct of the democratic party, in oppo-
sing the constitution in its present form. The respective states had in their
constitutions provided, that there should be three departments or branches
of the legislature, a governor, senate, and house of representatives, and un-
der such constitutions, had formed their political principles and habits. 1t
must be ascribed to French influence, that in forming our present constitu-
tion, those who professed an excessive partiality for France, were for abol-
ishing the office of chief magistrate and senate or council. The object of
Turgot’s letter was evidently to influence the conduct of the Americans in
forming their present constitution. French influence is of no recent daﬁ in
the councils of the nation.
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‘agreed that the people were the souree of all legitimate power,
and had a right to chaose for themselves, such a form of govern-
ment as they believed would best comport with the great ends of
its institution.

Mr. Adams contended in his book against Mr. Turgot’s opia-
ion, that a chief magistrate, and senate or council, as provided in
the American constitutions arc indispensable to constitute that
equilibrium of power, necessary to secure the rights of the pea-
ple in every free state. He believed that the British nation had
improved on the science of government, by introducing three se-
parate and independent branches into her constitution to support
that equilibrium.

But to prove him a monarchist his writings have been misquo-
ted, garbled and misconstrued.

As evidence of his predilection for 2 monarchy, the following
part of a sentence has been often quoted as his séntiment, from
the 70th page of the first volume of his Defence : * The Eng-
lish constitution is the most stupendous fabric of human in-
vention.””* But does this prove that he prefered this stupen-
dous fabric to that which the American Convention erected in
forming our own constitution ? On the succeeding page of the
same volume, Mr. Adams has disclosed his sentiments relative
to our republican institutions, in expressions which cannot be
mistaken. ¢ They, meaning the American3, says he, have not
made their first magistrates hereditary, nor their senators : here
they differ from the English constitution and with great propri-
ety. The agrarian in America is divided into the hands of the
common people in every state, in such a manner that nineteen-

* The whole sentence reads as follows, I only contend that the English L

constitution is in theory, the most stupendous fabric of human invention,
béth for the adjustment of the balance, avd the prevention of its vibrations 2
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twentieths of the property would be in the hands of the com-
mons, Jet them appoint whom they could for chief magistrate
and senators: the sovereignty then in fact, as well as morality,
must reside in the whole body of the people ; and an hereditary
king and nobility, who should not govern according to the pub-
lic opinion, would infallibly be tumbled instantly from their pla-
ces; itisnot only most prudent then, but absolutely necessary,
to avoid continual vielence, to give the people a legal, constitu-
tional, and peaceable mode of changing their rulers whencver
they discover improper principles or dispositions in them.” In
another part of his writings* on this subject, he makes the fol-
lewing remarks :— It is become a kind of fashion among wri-
ters to admit as a maxim, that if you could be always sure of a
wise, active and virtucus prince, monarchy would be the best
of governments. But this is so far from being admissible, that
it will forever remain true, that a free government has a great
advantage over a simple monarchy. The bestand wisest princa
by means of a freer communication with his people, and the
greater opportunities, to collect the best advice from the best of
his subjects, would have an eminent advantage in a free state, .
more than in a monarchy.”

But it is unnecessary to quote farther from his writings, to
convince my fellow-citizens, that many of them have been de-
ceived with respect to their import. It is true :hat Mr. Adams
like every other man who has any knowledge of the history of
republics, well knew that the election of chief magistrate, and
other great officers of state, had in every great nation, been at-

tended sooner or later, with violence, anarchy and every spe-

Vel T p R
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cres of corruption : and was apprehensive that' such ntight be
our misfortunc, when it might be necessa;ry to resort to that
remedy provided in the constitution, by calling a convention.
But even in such an event he exults in the reflection that « such
a convention may still prevent the first magistiate from becom-
ing absolute as well as hereditary.”* I have quoted some sen-
timents of his from his writings, to prcsent to the public view
one of those absurd falsehoods, on which that stupendous sys-
h!cm,of delusion and prejudice has been erected, by which fed-
sral men have been driven from the councils of the nation.
The truth is, the \s'rigings of Mr. Adams have been repre-
sented as evidence of his monarchical principles, by those who
never read them, and who knew nothing ef their canienis : and
thousands have received such representations as truth: ang
have therefore infered that those who would confide in him to
g¢xecute the important trust ofc:hief magistrate, must have beer:
attached to the same principles by whick he was influenced.
\While he was writing his celebratud Defence of our repub-
tican institutions in England, the Convention framed our pro-
sent Constitution, which eame to his knowledge, when he wag
about drawing his work to a conclusion : upon which he made
he following remarks : “ Itis now in our power to bring thix
»ork to a conclusion with unexpected dignity. Inthe courss
of the last summer, two authoritjes have appeared, greater than
any - that have been quoted, in which the principles we have at-
tempted to defend, have been aeknowledged. The firstis an
ordinance of Congress of the 13th of July, 1787, for the gov-
ernment of the Territory of the United States Northwest of

* See Adams’ Defence, Vol, I p. 280.
E
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the Qhio; the second is, the report of thie Convention at Phi-.
ladelphia, of the 17th of September, 1787. The former con-
federation of the United States was formed upon the model and
example of all the confederacies, ancient and modern, in whick
the federal council was only a diplomatic body : even the Lyciauy,
which is thought to have been the best, was no more. The
magnitude of territory, the population, the wealth and com-
merce, and especially'the rapid growth ef the United States
have shewn such a government to be inadequate totheir wants;
and the new system, which seems admirably calculated to unitg
their interests and affections,, and bring them to an uniformity
of principles and sentiments, is equally well combined to unit:
their wills and forces as a single nation. A result of accom-
modation cannot be supposed to reach tic ideas of perfectior.
of any one ; but the conception of such an idea, and the delib-
grate union of so great and various a people in such a ptan, i:.
without all partiality or prejudice, if not the greatest exertior
of human understanding, the greuiest single effort of nationa:
deliberation that the world has ever scen. That it may be im-
proved is not to be doubted, and provision is made for tha*
purpose, in the report itself. A people who could conceive,
and can adopt it, we nced not fuar will be able to amend it.
when by experience, its inconveniences and imperfections shal:
be seen and felt.”

Thus end the writings of Mr. Adarms, with the stronges:
expressions of his approbation of that very constitution which
ke was accused of wishing 10 subsert* Because he had dis-

* It isa well known fact, that since Mr. Adams has expressed some

apinions .n fuvour of the late measures of the present administration, the
republivans have spoken of his palitcal character in the strongr:st terms ot
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cerpment o discover the dangers‘to which republicin liberty
was ‘exposed, and had wisdom to ‘Point us to a remedy, he has
been denounced as an énemy torepublics.

" The delusion which has been practised upon the honest fice-
men of this country respecting the political principles of Mr.
Adams, may yet convince ‘them that if ihey would preserve
their rights, they must become their own guardians, and not
trust to a constitution writtenon paper : nor to a blind confidence
in men whose title to ,patriotism is- evidenced only by their
professions. ‘

Perhaps no one thing has had more agency in effecting that

"ehange of men and measures in this country, by which the
present policy was introduced, than the prevalency of an opiui
ion among the people, that Mr. Adams was hostile in his prin-
ciples to republican liberty, and that he hoped by the influence
of his measures, gradually to undermine our republican insti-
tutions, and erect bn their ruins, a monarchy.

‘What man is therc then, among us, who believes that wis.
dom and virtue are cssential requisites, to support and perpet-
uate the privileges of a free constitution, who has not reason to
be alarmed for the existence of our own ?

When it is considered that in this enlightened age, and in
this free republic, where the means of correct information are
as well provided, as the condition of man, and the course of hy-
;nan affairs will admit ; even here it isfound on a review of oy~
political state, that a large portion of the honest freemen, have
aliprnbation‘ :.which proves that they never had any apprekension as they
‘pretended, from the dangerous influence of his monarchical principles, for
they meke ne pretension that these have in any degree changed. Leta man

appiave of the conduct of the men in power, and thér= is no danger of hie
-predilection for a monarchy : he is orthodos
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in the great concerns, whic}h relate to the security of their deai
est rights, acted under the influence of as absurdand barefaced
Talsehoods as were ever imposed on the wretched and degraded.
votaries of despotic power. And that those who have been the
authors of such falsehoods, and who have given them currency,
+iith the zeal of enthusiasts, and the malignity of fiends, have
thereby become the guardians of our rights, and the disposera
of our national wealth, and fortunes 1

Men who to acquire power weuld violate the truth, and si
Tence the voict of reason, wiil never fail to tyrannize and oppress
‘whenever they can do it with impuaity.

Mr. Adams has remarked in his book, on the subject of cor-
rupt elections, that ¢ mankind have universally discovered that
chance was preferable to a corrupt choice, and have trusted-
Providence rather than themselves.” And-this, mankind always
'will discover for this very; obvious rcason, that chance mus
‘sometimes do that for vl which is best : wherecas a corrupt choice
wmust inevitably de that for us which is worst. '

‘But ‘we hope and believe that the public morals afc not yet
so far -corrupted, that we have no longer any ground to hope,
that our elections may yet be restored to their original purity.

1If reason and truth will not convince us, our misfortunes may,
‘that if we suffer -ourselves to be deceived in the choice oAf our
yulers, we shall have to pay for our{olly, by a surrender of our
property and our rights.

Alexander Hamilton whoze name‘“\wou]d have honored Greece
‘n the age of Aristides,” has been also designated from aniong
1he Tederal ranks as a monarchist, and as having possessed prin-

‘cinfes hotile to republican liberty.  Jiis enemics huve attempted
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io adduce proofs of this from remarks he made while a member
‘of the convention which framed our present constitution, Dur-
ing the debates on that occasion he expressed opinions in favour
of a system of government which should render the executive
and scnate, though elective, more permanent than they are by
“the constitution which was finally adopted by the people. But it
is not known that he ever explained the extent of the duration
which he };;oglld have fixed upon for those departments. His ene-
mies have said that he would have had the president and senate
hold their‘qﬂices during good behaviour. And this is the high-
cst accusation that even his enemies have raised against him.
But even this is not true, andif it had becn, it would prove no-
thing of his predilcction for a monarchy. It is well known that
he afterwards supported the constitation, as framed, with great
ability, amd contributed essentially to its adopticn.

e might without the spirit of prophecy, have looked forward
to such a state of things as now cxists: when it might become
- necessary that Congress should possess the power more effecty-
ally of controuling the sovereignties and comnwanding the resour-
‘ces of the Tespective states.

There was a great diversity of opinion among the members of
the Convention respecting the extent and duration of the power
which should bé vested in the chief magistrate and the senate.
The> feaders of those who advocated these dpinions were Mr.
Flamilton and Mr. Jefferson. '

37 To the difference of opinion,* which arose on this sub.

* It is not mecessary to-trace the causes of our political dissensions far-
<her than to that difference of opinion beiween Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Jef.
ferson, on the subject of the constitution: to show the origin of the twe
parties which arc distinguished by the names of federal and republican,
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jett, may be distinctly traced the organization: of those two par-
ties calied federal and republican, which have sincc agitated and
shaken the foundations of our republic to its cehitre, l

The animosity, which might have been created on that occasion,
ought not tohave survived the adoption of the constitution. For
it was finally unanimously adopted by the convention, and the in~
strument itself inclosed in a letter signed by the president: in
which, he remarked that the ¢ constitution was the result of a
spirit of amity and of that mutual deference and concession, which
the peculiarity of their political situation rendered indispensable :
that it wiil meet the full and entire approbation of every State is
not to be expected: but each will doubtless consider, that had
her interest been alone consulted the consequences might have
been particularly disngrecabic or injurious to others: that it is as
liable to as few exceptions as could have been reasonably expect-
ed, we hope and believe ; that it may promote the lasting welfare
of that country sodear to usall, and secure her freedom and hap-
niness, is our most ardent wish.”?

I bave mentioned this happy result of the convention to show
chat the conciliatory motives by which the members of that body,
appear to have been actucted, were such, that they ought not,
neither could sound pelicy, «r any principle of real patriotism
‘or'a moment admit, that they should ever after, have been ar-
~aigned at the bar of pull.: opirion, ¥et not,withstanding the
wnd to show that the prejudic>c which were socn after exciied against the
“ederalists were founded entirely in fil.cheod and delusion. The origin df'
“ur dissensions may be traced to a di-position which was apparent among
*he people soon after the termination of the r-vointinnary war. It is Lioper
*hat a full view of this important subject mzx yet be presented to the peo-
ple of the United States, before the crrors which result from mistaken cor-

ceptions of cur political state shall produce ~vils remediless and {4 0 r¢
sublican liberty
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bappy result of the convemiop; and the subsequent adoption of
the -constitution : immediately after the organization of our gp-
vernment under President Washington—a party made its appear-
ance in Congress, :and uniformly. opposed almost every measure
of great national concern ;. and from the opinians of Mr. Hamil- .
ton on the subject of the constitution, attempted to adduce argy-
ments, to prove that both Hamilton himself, and the advocates
far his policy, were influenced by monarchichal principles.

Mr. Hamilton, it.is true, openly avowed the opinion, that the
greatest déng:ér, to which the constitution w.. exposed, arose
from its imbecility ; and that our liberty had more to fear fron:
the encroachments of the great states, than from those of the
general government, In the event of a foreign war which we
now experience, he doubtless believed, that thosc states which
might not approve of the policy which produced it, wauld not
vender those cesential aids, which might be necessary to insury
its success : and it is not impossible but that he might have pre-
ferred a constitution which would vest in Congress that power tn
command the military forces of the yespective states, which the:-
have attempted to exercise in the present war, without any au.
thority derived from the constitution. But while 2 member o
the convention, or on any other occasion, it is not known, that he
ever expressed a sentiment which evinced his predilection for ar
hereditary government, or attachment to the British nation,
Those thousar;ds of republicans who knew his transcendant wortl,
and had seen and felt the influence of his wisdom and benevolcnce, ‘
witnessed their love and admiration, of his personal virtue, apc
excellence, in the effusions of thejr indignation against the base
author of his final catastrophe, and ‘the profound respect; witls
which they paid theiv last sad honors to his remains.
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It is true that distinguished men of both political parties, have,
in private conversation, expressed their appréhe_nsiom that our
republican constitution would not long endure the ‘astacks of fac-
tion, of passion, of vice, and error. And such expressions when
utterred by federalists, have been construed into principles, and.
represented as proofs, of a disposition to change our government
for a monarchy. ‘

During the presidency of Mr. Jefferson, the writer of this ad-
dress well recollects, that Mr. Granger, late post-master gene-.
ral, in a conversation relating to the dangers of republican liber-
ty, remarked, that he did not think the period very remote, when
a despotic government would be established on the ruins of our
republic. But that gentleman like all others, who have made
similar rem;rks, doubtless founded his opinion on his knowledge
of political events, the nature of man, and the usual course, and
fate of republics. But the man who would receive such dgpinions
as proofs of a predilection for a monarchy, cannot be competent
to exercise the right of suffrage.

Attemp'ts are not made to practise imposition, relative to thiz
subject, on those who know the history of our political concerns.
Mr. Jefferson at the time of his inauguration, must have known,
that many of the freemen throughout the Union, had received

" false impressions, respecting the motives and principles of fede-
ral men. But surrounded as he was, at that lime, by the officers
of government, and others distinguished for [?olitical science, he
would not risque his reputatiorj, by making a false discrimination
between the political principles of those who were his advocates
andopposers. A sensc of the dignity and high responsibility at-

tached to the characters of those who are piacéd at the head of
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the respective departments, and who in reality direct the de. .
nies of our country, presents a motive too vast, too irresis :oje. t.u
admit the supposition that they could prevaricate in annows g
facts, which are to constitute a public and official document. On
that occasion he announced to the public and to the world the
truth, when he said we have called by different names, brethren of
the same principle. % We are all republicans, we are all fede-
ralists.” And again, recall to your recollection fellow-citizens,
his farther remarks on that occasion. ¢ Let us then* said hey
« with courage and confidence pursue our own federal and repube
lican principles.”

Had a suggestion escaped him that his political opponents had.
a predilection for the British government, he knew too well, the
ridicule and contempt to which it would have exposed him. No,
fellow-citizens, it is not known that Mr. Jefferson himself ever
pretended to any one, that a difference of opinion with respect to
the choice of a government, was the origin of our political dissen-
sions. But he well knew that great numbers of the freemen had
been duped by political quacks and impostors, into a belief, that
federalists were attached to monarchical principles; and that to
those false prejudices he owed his elevation,

Had he believed that certain influential leaders of the federal.
ists, entertained principles opposed to our republican form of go»
vernment, and to the union of the States, it would have been his du.
ty to have publicly announced this information to Congress, and
to have warned the people to avoid the influence of such men, and
denounced them as dangerous citizens. But although such a
measure might have been highly gratifying to the deluded votas

ries of his power, it would have excited among the people a c#l

F
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him for his proofs of the cxistence of such principles. The
publican chief was not to be caught in such a dilemma. lThe
«riumphs of delusion, over truth and reason, were not thus to be
defeated,

Let it not be forgotten, that after every effort had been made
by the friends of Mr. Jefferson, which cunning or hypocrisy could
devise, to establish in the public mind a difference between the
principles of those who were called federalists and republicans, in
fa&our of the latter, the first act of his administration was to de-
clare, there was no difference.

For this act of treachery towards his copatriots, it was thought
at that time he might be justificd, evenin dispensing with the old

maxim, ¢ honor among thieves,”

when he thereby excited such
flattering hopes of Lis intention to break down that spirit of party,
which had disgraced the country, and threatened the ruin of her
interests and happiness. But subée'quent events soon taugﬁt us,
that the man who owed his elevation to dissensions among the
people, was not destined to unite them.

I have presented to your view the evidence that has been ex-
hibited to the public, to prove from the writings or declarations
of john Adams and Alexander Hamilton, that they were monar-
chists.

And do you, as you pretend, believe in the political character
and policy of Washington ? Then let me tell you that he never,
on any occasion, on which it was proper for him to notice their
pribciplcs or measures, neglected to give them his entire approba.
tion and perfect confidence. Mr. Hamilton, afterhaving heen falsely
accused by the republican party, of accumulating great wealth by

Hlicit means, was finally urged by necessity, to resign the office of
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Secretary, which he held under Washington ; having spent in the
public service a great part of the fruits of his former labours.

Mr. Adams, at the end of his presidential term, retired at the
request of the republicans, to make room for Mr. Jefferson, who
at that time declared the government was in the full tide of suc-
cessful experiment : And I need not tell you, it is now overwhel-
med with suffering and disgrace.

Towards the close of the presidential term of Mr. Adams, the
views which Washington had as that time of his measures, and
the pdlitical state of the country as it respected our relations with
France, are concisely stated in a letter addressed by him to Mr.
Adams, of which the following is an extract :— ‘

« It was not possible for me to remain ignorant of, or indifferent
to recent transactions. The conduct of the directory of France
towards our country ; their insidious hostility to its government ;
their various practices to withdraw the affections of the people
from it ; the evident tendency of their arts and those of thcir
age'nts, to countenance and invigorate opposition ; their disregard
of solemn treaties and the laws of nations ; their war upon our
defenceless commerce ; their treatment of our ministers of peace,
and their demand, amounting to tribute, could not fail to excite in
me sentiments corresponding with those wy countrymen have so
generally expressed in their affectionate addresses to you. Be-
lieve me, sir, no man can more cordially approve the wise and
prudent measures of your administration. They ought to inspire
universal confidence.”

Yet that party who assumed the name of republican, that party
which Washington called the French party, and which he Sd.ld

were the curse of this country, and the source of all the cvils i’
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had to encounter ;* had it seems withdrawn their confidence from
Mr. Adams,and the measures of his administration, and denoun-

ced them as. hostile to republican liberty. And your republican
leaders, even to this time, would have you believe, that your pre-
judices against federal men commenced with the administration
of Mr. Adams. .

But let the voice of reason and truth be heard. You have
been deceived; you was jealous of your liberty ; inan unguarded
moment you yiclded to the dominion of passion; ycu did notcon-
sider the fatal tendency of ill founded prejudices; and you have
arraigned and condemnéd the political characters and principles
of a great portion of your fellow citizens, against reason, truth and
jJustice.

1 have cobserved, that there are but two modes of proof by which
we can attest to the sentiments of others, either by their profes-
sions or some overt act, the nature of which clearly evinces to
the mind the principle which must have produced it. But feder-

alists from the greatest to the least, profess a strong predilection

¢ «The following extract of a letter from General Washington to Charles
Carrol of Maryland, dated Mount-Vernon, August 2d, 1798, several months
after passing all those laws, which seem so obnoxious to the party now in
power, will show what right they have to claim any advantage from the po-
pularity of his name.”

< Although,” says Gen. Washington, ¢ I highly approve of the measures
taken by the government, to place this country in a posture of defence, and
even wish they had been more energetic, and shall be ready to obey its call,
under the reservations 1 havemade, whenever it is made :- yet T am not with.
out hope, mud and intoxicuted as the French are, that they will pause before
they tuke the last step.  That they have been deceived in their calculations
on the division of the pecple, and the powerful support they expect from
their party, is reduced to acertainty, though it is somewhat equivocal still,
whether THAT PARTY who have been THE CURSE OF THIS COUN.
TRY and the SOURCE OF THE BXPENSES WY HAVE TO ENCOUN.
TER, may not be able to continue THEIR DELUSION.—What a pity it
is the expensc could not be taxed upon them.”
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#or our republican eonstitution ; they say they ase republicans, one
and all, and Mr. Jefferson has also said the same, and nothing
they have ever said or written, which has ever come to the know-
ledge of the public, has furnished any evidence to the contrary.

And here permit me toask you, who claim the exclusive title
to the appellation of republican, what other proofs have you to
evince to the mind the republicanism of your principles, than
your professions? )

Were you to reason with an ancient christian on this subject,
he would probably say.to you ; shew me your principles without
your works,and I will shew you my prlnciples by my works. If
it would not give offence in this enlightened age, to ask the same
question, the answer would be the same now as then. Principles
are not of themselves objects of vision, but fundamental truths,
which exist in the mind, and are the source from which actions
arg produced. Itis impossible therefore to show to the world
that your principles are republican, except by measures, which
are the natural result and effect of such principles; unless the
name republican is to be considered as evidence of the principles
of him who is pleased to assume the appellation.

This kind of proof however will not pass current unless it is
among mad men and ideots.

It reminds one of the limner who before he exhibited his pic-
tures to public view, took care to designate the respective an.
smals which he would represent, by writing directly over each
one its proper RAMe, that the spectator might not mistake the
lion for the lamb. If the artist wanted either skill or disposition to
exhibit any other evidence ofthe nature of the animal he would

represent than the name, he was blameless, provided he taxed the

people nothing for his exhibition.
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Should this be considered a digression from the subject, Iht;)pe
it willbe pardoned ; for I confess I feel an'irresistible inclinatiou\
to treat the subject of distinguishing political principles by names,
with contemptuous levity. If names arc hereafter to be admitted
as cvidence of principles, I would beg leave tosuggest a mea-
sure of convenicnce to prevent mistakesinfuture. Let Mr. Mad-
ison appoint one or more persons in each county throughout the
union, whose business it shall be to go about and investigate the
.qualifications of those who shall assume the name of republican,
and baptize them only, who shall be found orthodox, in the name
of the God of liberty and equality ; who shall thereupon be enti-
tled to a red cap with the word republican, written in large capi-
tals on the front, to be provided at the expense of the govern-
ment, and direct that i* shall be wotn on all days of election. This
would have a tendency to exclude impostors from assuming that
honorable title, and enable the people tiaereby to discern and dyly
appreciate their real friends. Should such a regulation take
place, there would still be found a great number of citizens, who
although they profess their attachment to republican principles,
vet do not claim an exclusive title to that appellation, and there-
fore would not be entitled to the red cap. They believe that men
who arc governed by‘certain principles, may be desig,na.tcd Lya
particular name, but that name constitutes no kind of . evidence
that such principles do exist.

T should not have made these re'marks, was it not evident, that
the plainest dictates of reason and common sense, have been dis.
regardcd, in making political discriminations émong our citizens.
It is timce to look about us, and examine the evidence which has

given to nemes 2 magic influence, which in the old world has
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overwhelmed courts and cabinets and churches, and in our own
country, has dissolved the endearing ties, which bind together so-
ciety, and bless the condition of man ; and like the horrid din of the
tocsin, arrayed the fiends of misguided passion, against the laws
of heavea and nature, and would erect for its votaries, a throne
on the ruins of liberty.

If those who are called republicans have no other or greater
evidence, by which they can prove themselves to be the friends of
our constitution and republican liberty, our party distinctiors
at once are at an end; and the only inquiry respecting tle
qualifications of candidates for office will in future relate only to
their wisdom and integrity, and not the insignificancy of a namc.

If fhen political names do not furnish any evidence whatever,
that the principles they arc designed to designate do in fact exist ;
it follows of course that the man who assumes upon himself the
name of republican, is entitled to no conﬁdence in his attachment
to an elective government by virtue of his'name. Neither docs
the appéllation of federalist, furnish any evidence whatever, that
he who is called by that name, is under the influence of monarchi-
cal principles. And as to the professions of men, if they are to
be admitted as proofs of their principles: federalists have equal
and the same evidence that they are attached toan elective govern-
ment, as those who are called republicans. But the truth is, the
professions of men respecting theiri)rinciples can no farther be
admitted as competent evidence to prove what are their real
principles, than their actions which result therefrom, correspond
with‘their professions.

If thenyou wotld form correct opinions respecting the political
sentiments of your fellow-citizens, you must derive your evidence

from a pure source; from some overt act, some political measurs
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the nature of which clearly evinces to the mind the prinéipi‘e
which must have produced it.

It will be recollected that although the members of the Con-
vention which framed our constitution, were divided in opinicn
on the subject of the constitution, it was finally unanimously
adopted. But Mr. Hamilton or any others who might at that
time have had objections to the constitution similar to those
which he had suggested, did not suppose after it was adopted,
they could be justified in making that instrument which had be-
come the great bulwark of our liberties, any longer a subject of
political dissension. They were, and continued to be, its firm
and uniform supporters.

But there was a party throughout the United States who were
opposed to the constitution even in its present form : they would
have had neither a chief magistrate or senate, but the whole
legislative body to cansist of anassembly of representatives
similar to that which was established in France after the de-
struction of their monarchy. This party had charged the ad-
vocates of our present constitution with a desire to establish a
monarchy on the ruins of republican liberty : and the constitu-
tion itself it was alledged, contained principles which would
prove the truth of this charge.

The leaders of that party had therefore been ready from the
instant the government came into operation, to discover in all
its measures, those monarchical tendencies, which they had

perceived in the instrument they opposed.®* They insisted that

the censtitution bore a strong resemblance to that of Great

Britain : and that some of the first measures of the administra-

* Sec Marshall’s. Life of Washington, Veol. V. p. 350.



49

.ion, alsé-were founded i ina pohcy similar to that whx.ch that
country had adopted. By atferlng to the Journals of the Ccm-
ventions of the respecuve States, which were called to discuss
Lhe therits of the constitation, and to reject or adoptit, it will
be found that those very men thxoughout the United States,
‘who were opposed to the adoption of the constitution, were the
men who com;nenced the opposition’ to the administration of
Washington.

The first great'and principal leader of that opposition was
Thomas Jefferson, then Sc'cretary of State. And between him
and Alexander Hamilton who was then Secretary of the Treas-
ury, there was a difference of opinion on those great national
guestions, the decision of which completed the. o-rganization of
those two parties‘which at this time are agitating and confound-
ing the councils of the republic.

Mr. Hamilton in pursuance of the duty pertaining to his of-
fice, digested and reported ,varimAls plans for establishing the
credit of the United States, by providing for the payment of the
public debt. These were approved of by Washington and a
great majdri‘y of his administration, and passcd into laws,and
~onstituted what was called the Funding System, similar in some
respects to that which existed in Great-Britain.

It should here be recollected that our ancestors who establish-
od for us our republican institutions, derived all their science
:n the policy of legislation from Great-Britain.

In that country,us in others on the eastern continert, the bu-
siness of taxation has been practised in almost every possi-

‘Je form, no one of which ever did, or ever will give entire

satisfaction, in that or any other country. But it could not be

G



cxpected that a sysiem of taxation could everbe devised in Lije
United States, which would not, bear some streng resemblance
to those of Great-Britain. Tt is not nccessary therefore to at-
tempt an investigation of the naturc or cfects of those laws, tc
show that no evidence whatever could be derived from them,
which could in any way evince a disposition in the authors, fu-
yourable to a monarchy, or to the British nation. If ina free
state laws are made which are unequal in their operations and
unnecéssarily burdensome to the people, such laws may fur.
nish evidence that the authors of them are destitute either of
talents or integrity; but the most devoted partizan, the most
jealous guardian of our liberties, could never believe, that such
laws of themsclves, could farnish any proof, that the authors
of them were monarchists or enemics to republican liberty -
she idea is too absurd to admit of any consideration.

But the opposers of the administration, at that time, arraign-
«d and condcmned at the bar of public opinion all those mea-
sures which had originated with the Sccretary of the Treasury,
as well as many others of great national concern, all whicl
were finally adopted, with the entire approbation of Washing-
o,

The authors of tliese measures were censured, because they,
in the first place, had been instrumental in forming a constite-
iion, which it was said must have been the result of monarchi-
cal principles, from the rescmblance it had to the British con-
stitution : alleging that similar powers were vested in the Pre-
sident, Scnate and House of Representatives, to those which
by the British constitution were vested in the King, Lords and
Commons.

There was perhaps no mewsure of YWashington’s administra
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:ion more pointedly and strenuously opposed than the funding
system, by which provision was made for payment of the pub-
lic debt which had accrued during the revolutionary war. The
republican party contended that the funding system furnisheu
conclusive evidence that the authors of it were actuated by mo-
narchical principles, and British influence ; because in Grea:
-Britain they have a funding system, and thg government c:
Great Britain is a monarchy. And because our federal rulers
cstablished a funding system, they must therefore have bee:.
attached to a monarchy. But it was contended that this mca
sure was also founded in bad policy. The original creditors
many of them had parted with the certificates which contained
the evidence of their respective debts, at a great deduction from
the nominal value: and it was said thosc creditors had thereby
manifested their willingness to add to their other sacrifices this
deduction from their demand upon the nation : and thereforc
the purchasers of that debt, ought not to receive any more than

what they had paid the original creditor.

‘I'hose who were in favor of the system contended, that it
vas subversive of every principle on which public contracts
re founded, for a legislative body to diminish a debt the amount
of which had been ascertained, and for the payment of which;
they considered the property and sacred honor of the peo-
ple of the United States was pledged. Ofthe justice or policy
of that measure let the people judge : but permit me to remind
you that some of those very men who opposed that measure.
and many others who have been the firth supporters of their po-
licy and power, are at this time, purchasing of the poor sol-
dier, his claime on the government, at prices reduced below



¢he nominal value, in proportion to the pressure of his ntoes-
sity, occasioned by the ruin of that policy which had given to
(he funding system life and vigor. But it was not thesc luw«
only which constituted the funding system, by which the rc-
publican party, attempted to excitc prejudices against VWash-
ington and his administration : the opposition was soon direct-
cd against almost every measure, and the authors of them ac-
cused of being the enemies of republican liberty. ¢ The sala-
1tes ailowed to public officers, though so low* as not to afford a
deeent maintenance to those who fesided at the seat of govern-
ment, were declared to be so enormously high, as clearly to
manifest a total disregard of that simplicity and economy, which
were the characteristics of republics.”

¢« The levees of the President, and the even'\.ng parties of
Mrs. Washington, were said to be imitations of regal institu-
tions, designed to accustom the American peopleto the pomp
and manners of Europcan courts. "The Indian war they alleged
was misconducted and unnccessarily prolonged for the purposes
of expending the public money, and of afiording a pretext for
augmenting the military establishment and increasing the re-
venuc, Al this prodigal waste of the people’s money was to
kcep up the national debt, which united with standing armies
and immense revenues, would enable their rulers to rivet the

chains which they were secretly forging.”t It was net long

= Thu sulary of the Secrctury of State which was the highest, was threc
thousand five hundred dollars.  Mr. Jefferson himself patronized the press
1t that time which denounced federal men for high salaries.—He and his co-
patriots have doubtless, become sinoe convinced of their error, in that re-
spect, as we bave hewod nothing of that complamt for fourteen years,

t & o Marshall’s Life of Washifigton, vol 5.p. 350. Sce also the J'oix;‘
nals and debates of Congress at that time :
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witer the commencement of Washington’s administration, that
a clerk in the office of the Secretary of State, became the editor
of a certain newspaper, called the National Gazette, which was
pat;'oniscd by Mr. Jefferson, and soon became the vehicle of
calumuny against. the niost important measures of the first ad-
ministration, and the men who proposed and supported them.

It was through the medium of the press only, that the buse
slanders, the most outrageous abuses of the conduct and cha”
racter of Washington and his policy, came to his knowledge.
The republicans ha\"e been told millions of times, and they
haye as often denied, that Washington and his political friends,
were the men against whom the first efforts of democracy were
directed. But in this they have been deceived : they have de-
rived the evidence on which are founded their political preju-
dices from an impure source.

So violent and unceasing was the opposition to the measures
of Washington’s administration, that be was filled with the
most painful sensations for the event. As proof of this fact, I
refer you to a letter* which he addressed to Mr. Jefferson on
the23d day of August, in the third year of his administration,
in which he wrote as follows :

¢ How unfortunate and how much is it to be regretted, that
while we are encompassed on all sides with avowed cnemies
and insidious friends, internal dissensions should be harrowing
and tearing our vitals. The last to me is the most serious, the
most alarming, and the most afflicting of the two ; and without
more.charity for the opinions of one another, in governmental
matters, or some more infailible criterion by which the truth

of speculative opinions, beforc they have undergone the fe+

* Sec Marshall’s Life of Washington, vol, 5, p. 357
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of expericnce, are to be forejudged, than lhias yct fallen to tie
ot of fallibility, I believe it will be difficult, if not impractica-
ble to manage the reins of government, or to keep the parts of
it together: for if instead of laying' our shoulders to the ma-
chine, after measures have been decided on, one pulls this way
and ancther that, before the utility of the thing is fairly tried,
it must be inevitably torn asunder; and in my opinion, the fair-
est prospéct that cver was presented to man, will be lo‘st, per-
haps for ever.”

But all his endeavours to conciliate the opposition to his mea-
sures, were unavailing. On the 21st day of July, the next year
after the letter of which the above is an extract was written,
‘Washington addressed a letter to Gen. Liee, then Governor of Vir-
ginia, on the subject of the opposition to his administration, which
was made through the medium of the press—from which letter
the following is an extract :— The arrows of malevolence, there-
fore, howeverbarbed and pointed, can never reach my most vulne.
rable part; though whilst I am up as a2 mark, they will be con-
tinually aimed at me. The publications in Freneau’sand Bache’s*
papers are outrages on common decency ; and they progress in
that style in proportion as their pieces are treated with contempt
and passed over in silence by those, against whom /they are di-
rected. Their tendency however, is too obvious to be mistaken
by men of cool and dispassionate minds, and in my opinion ought
to alarm them ; because it is difficult to prescribe bounds to their
effect.”

Will you ask, how do the calumnies against Washington, and
the measures which he approved, furnish evidence that our pre-

* Bache was a Clerk in the office of the Secretary of State, and his paper
patronized by Mr, Jefferson, ’
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Jjudices against federal men are ill founded ? In answer to this, let
me enquire of you, how you came by them ? Through what chan-
nel did you derive your evidence that federal men are under the
influence of monarchical principles, and therefore dangerous
men ? They,as I before observed, have made no professnons of
such principles. No: they tell you, they prefer an elective ge-
vernment ; and to prove it, they refex you to what they have done
and suffercd to acquire such a government : to their blood and
treasure,and that of their fathers and friends, which has been free-
ly expended in the acquisition : and they tell you they are still
ready to fight and to die in defence of that Constitution, which by
their courzge and wisdom they have achieved. They point you
to the ficld of battle, to which they have fown to victory and to
death, that they might repel an invading foe, which your miscra-
ble policy has brought upon our borders, and which your dastard-
1y efforts cannot repel without their aid.

The question returns then, how came you by your prejudices ?
They are not the creatures of a day. That sudden impulse, by
which weare led to resist or to -oppose another for some suppo-
sed offence or intended injury, is the effect of passion. Prejudice
is a sentiment or judgment formed without examining the grounds
or evidence necessary to support it. Judgments or sentiments
therefore, that are founded in prejudice, can never be considered
as any evidence of themselves, that the facts on which they are
supposed to be founded do exist. That you entertain prejudices
against federal men, you do not deny : and that these prejudices
are producing serious evils among us is certainly true : and it is
seriously believed that unless the differences among the people;
which have been created by thesc prejudices, can be reconciled.

they will end in the rain of our Tg¢publi-.
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You are therclore, at this alarming crisis, urged by the duty
which you owe to your country and to posterity, to examine the
evidence on which your pre_]udlces have been foundcd. And to
this énd your attention has been invited to the ca\ummators of
Washington and his policy; as the men, fx'om whoth, on a review
of the subject, you must be convinced that you have derlved the
evidence, to which your present prejudices, owe their ongm ;
evidence which will be found on examination, _totally incempe-
tent, in its very nature, to decide the most ummnoxtant civil
right.

Strictures on the administration of government are made
through the medium of the press,and througl that channel com-
municated to the people, by these individuals who approve them.
Those presses which arc established at the seat of government,
where measures ariginate, and where it is believed:the real views
and principles of their authors are best known, are the first to
give them currency. The National Gazette to which I have al-
luded, and other papers became the vehicles of the calumnies
against Washington and his administration, soon after the govern-
ment went into operation ; and those, or their contents cepied i:
to other papers, were circulated among the péople.

“ It must therefore be through the medium of democratic papers.
first published at the seat of government, that you derived vou-
first information, that your liberties had been entrusted with dan-
gerous men.  This is evident. There isno 6:11eﬁhode by whici:
the motives, views, and principles of men, so far‘ removed from.
the great body of the electors as those who reside at the scat of
sovernment, could be communicated. To exfend the circulation
ot these papers, and thereby communicate what were called re-

publican sentiments, 2 demecratic snciety wos formed ar Phijade!.
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piua, on the 30th day of May 17953, which was the filth year @
Washington's administration, and soon after the arrival of M.
Genet, the F rench minister. « T hese societies were the resolute
champions of all the encroachmems attempted by the ageats of
the French republic on the government of the United States, and
the steady defamers of the views and measures of the Americarn
executive.”*

By this society a corresponding committee was appointed.
through whom they. might communicate with other socicties es.
tablished on similar principles, throughout the Union. It was
through the aid of this society, that the calumniators of Wash
ington and his measures, extended their inluence to the great
body of the people. It was from this source, then, and no other,
that you have derived your evidence, that federal men are under
a dangerous influence,and Washington himseif was never madc
an exception to the number of those, who wene marked for pro
scription and doomed to exile.

This is evident, if you believe what he has written on the sub-
ject. And of his integrity you never doubted. He was one of
those rare characters, whom the temptations of earth could not
corrupt, and who by, uniting in himself, every virtie, was destined
to bless his country by uniting every heart, By a long series of
illustrious actions, and by an unrivalled display of dxsmterestcd
patriotism, that great and gcod man had so engravcncd lumselt on
the affections of his fellow-citicens, that his very name palswd the
tongue of slander, and his transcendant influence rendered abor
tive the cfforts of his detractors.

In that long catalogue of illustrious patriots, heroes and states-
men, who have adorned and blessed our country, and who would
have honored any age or nation, it was our lot to enjoy one, and
we have reason to exult in the proud recollcction, that among that
number, even one could be found, wio alone was de suncd by Hea-
ven to command the undivided confidence of his fellow-citizens,
Will you ask, who then are his cncinies ! be had none. Why
then had he traduccrs ? Thousands of our citizens will still indig-
nantly answer, he had nonc : he lived only to bless and serve hi-
zountry, and died in hﬁ;lf service. Aund could that soun'rv raise

* Murshadl's Life of Washiogton, v. 5, p. 12
. "
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against her benefactor, the voice of detraction 7 Heould. Washe
ington was traduced; by a few indeed,a despicable few of his
fellow-citizens. And had not his hand recorded the ewjdence of
their degeneracy, you never would have believed it. It was ro-
served for him alone to transmit to us for the benefit of our coun-
try, the evidence of the degeneracy of the age in which we live,
as a warning against that fatal system of delusion and falsehood,
which he saw was preparing to entangle us in the corrupt poli-
tics of foreign courts, and to enkindle among us the flames of civil
discord. )

Notwithstanding every effort which was made by President
Washington to restore harmony and to reconcile his opposers,
the democratic party continued with unabating zeal, to publish the
grossest and most insidious misrepresentations against every act
of his administration. Inthe third year of the second term of his
presidency, he evidently discovered that strong sensibility  which
the unqualified .abuse of his opposers could not fail to excite.
In aletter to Mr. Jefferson on this subject, he has the following
remarks :—+ Until the Jast year ortwo, I had no conception, that
parties would or ever could go the lengths 1 have been witness
to ; nor did I believe until lately, that it was within the bounds of
probability—hardly within those of possibility, that while 1 was
using my utmost exertions to establish a national character of our
own, independent, as far as our obligations and justice would per-
mit, of every nation of the earth ; and wished, by steering a stea-
dy course, to preserve this country from the herrors of a deso-
lating war, I should be accused of being the enemy of one nation,
and subjcct to the influence of another ; and to prove it that eve-
vy act of my administration would be tortured, and. the grossest
and most insidious misrepresentations of them be made by giving
one side only of a subect, and that too in such cxaggerated and
indecent terms as could scarcely be applied to a Nero—to a no-
torious defaulter, or even to a common pick-pocket.*

Aund who were the men that tortured every act of Washington’s
administration to prove that he was an enemy to.France, and sub-
ject to the influence of Great-Britain 2 They were the men who
divected and supported the National Gazette and other presses
which first denounced federal men: They were the men from
whaom you derived your evidence that Mr. Adams and Mr, Hamil-
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tan were monarchists, and their political friends torics and British
partizans.

You. say you believe in the integrity and republican virtue of
Washington. Well you may: no one ever doubted of them.
For he .appcared to belong to, (if I may be permitted to use the
t;pressuyr{) an higher order of beings1 and actuated by motives
purcly disinterested, and in this respect distinguished from any,
and every other man whose life has been recorded.

I well know therefore it must be mortifying to buman pride,
to be forced to acknowledge that your political prejudices, have
been founded on opinions and sentiments, the evidence of wi.ich
you have derived from the very men who, to bring into discred-
itand disrepute, his political character and: conduct, tortured
cvery act of his administration, to induce the people to believe
that he was partial to Great-Britain, and an enemy to France,
and who to effect their diabolical purpose, have made the most
insiduous misrepresentations of his measures, by giving only
one side of asubject, and that too in the most exaggerated and
indecent terms.

But history will be faithful to posterity. And however bumil-
iating to the pride of Americans, and to the dignity of man,the
truth will be recorded, and transmitted to future generations
through the long annals of ages to come, that the flames of
CIVIL DISCORD were first enkindled ameng the people of
the United States by the calumniators of Washington.

But how comes it to pass that these men gained credit among
the people, and succeeded in all their efforts to bring into dis-
credit federal men and measures, except those which were di-
rected against Washington? For they certainly denounced him

* and his policy with asemuch zeal, and apparent pretences to sin-
cerity, as they did others?

The truth is, with respect to him you could not be deceived.
Your séntiments respectifg  his political character were im-
moveably fixed: you did not, you would not consult the opin-
ions of others respecting his integrity—his wisdom, or the pu-
rity of his motives. But with respect to others who were the
authors of federal measurcs, you had no other sourse of in-
formiationon which you chose to rely for evidence of their pri-
vaté views and principles, but the declarations of those whoop-
posed these measures, of from the nature and cffecis of their
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violitical conduct. Could you have known that those who fivet
sounded the alarm, and excitcd your jealousy'sgainst federal
men and méasurcs, were the very men who weré the revilers of
Washington, the men who were making the most. insidious
misrepresentations of him’ and his views and policy,"you cer-
tainly wonld have doubted respecting, either their integrityor
the correctness of their views. You must indeed have held
them in disrepute and utter contempt, as men without integrity,
without honor, and without correct views of political measures,
or you must have discarded Washington himself, and consider-
ed (fim as no longer entitled to your confidence, your gratitude
or your respect.

The authors of the present policy and its advocates, will at-
tempt in vain to acquit themselves of the imputation of having
been the political enemics of Washington and instrumental in
subverting his 1)0iicy and discarding his councils. Do they ex-
pect it, by saying their political prejudices originated under the
administration of Mr. Adams? But Washington has publicly an-
nounced to them and to the world, that he most cordially approv-
cd of the wise and prudent measures, as he is pleased to call them,
of Mr. Adams’ administration, and declared that, in his opinion,-
they oughit to inspire universal confidence. Discard the wisdom
and councils of Washington then, and erase them for cver from
the record of your memory ; and to be consistent with yoursélves
you must bé forced to do it; and tell the world, that federalists
Jost your confidence, by the vicesand errors of their political con-
duct, during the presidency of Mr. Adams. 1In what did their vi-
tes drd errovs consist ! They imposed taxes which were burden-
dome to ‘the people, and you then said they were utinecessary.
But suppose they were ; the representatives of a majority then
thought otherwise. You displaced them and have introduced
new meén called republicans, who have introduced different mea-
sures and 2 new order of things. Your new men tax the people

vithout measure, and it may almost be said without mercy. You
say it is necessary-—the minority think otherwise : and it cannot
be concealed at this time, that even a majority of the electors are
of that opinion, although they may not openly avow it; and our
republican rulers themselves acknowledge that they have indeed
heen unfortunate in their policy, but insist that, if they have com-
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1nitted ervors, they have been honest coties ; and above all eviis
warp you against that of confiding your national concerns to fede-
ril'men. They remind you of the sedition act, which in contempt
of its authors, has beéen called the gag-law ; and this ought not
to.be passed over in silence. Forin no one mieasure have the
views and principles of federalists been more perverted than in
the construction of this law ; and the’effect of that perversion has
been extensive and fatal. This was said to have for its object the
abridgement of the libetty of speech and of the press ; and every
attempt to execute it, was considered as proof of a dispositien in-
fluenced by the prineiples of despotic power, The electors were
_told by their republican leaders, that the object of that law was to
prevent the people from exposing the vices and errors of their
rulers, Barefaced as this falsehood is, it was, and even to this
day is believed by thousands of honest freemen, who never had
any knowledge of ‘the law or its object, but what they have deriv-
ed from those, whose political efforts weg made only to betray,
mislead and excite ill founded jealousies, and thereby elevate
themselves to power. The object of the act of congress, called
the sedition act, was so far from abridging the liberty of speech
and of the press, that express provision was made in the act, that
if any person should be prosecuted for writing or publishing
any libel against the goverment, it should be lawful for the
person who was so prosecuted, upon trial of the cause, to give
in evidence, in his defence, the truth of the matter contained in
the publication, charged as a libel : And the jury who should try
the cause, had a right to determine the law and the fact, under the
direction of the court, as in other cases. The act madec it crimi-
nal to publish any false, scandalous, and malicious writing against
the government for the purpose of destroying the confidence of
the people in their rulers: and of bringing them into disrepute
and contempt ; but prevented no one from speaking, writing and
publishing the truth. Since Mr. Jefferson came into office, that
law has not been in force ; but the old common law principle bas
been adopted in prosecutions for libels against the government
which makes it criminal to write or publish any thing which shall
tend to bring the government into discredit and disrepute, how-
ever true the facts may be, that aré thus written and_ published.
Under the sedition-act, the citizons had perfect liberty to write or
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publish the truth respecting their rulers; butto do the seme now,
by the common law, which is the only rule in such cases, is crim-
inal, and exposes those who shall do it, to punishment. Had the
clectors examined the nature and object of this law before they
had condemned it, it would have had no effect in exciting prejudi-
ces against its authors; and this may be said with truth, respect-
ing all the measures of the federal administration.

It is evident the people of this country did not duly consnder
the importance of making every effort to guard against the
evils of party dissensions in the infancy of our republic. They
did not wisely weigh the consequences of creating against any
considerable portion of their fellow-citizens, prejudices, which
might be interminable in their duration and fatal in their effects.

Since the dominion of party spirit commenced its progress
over the minds of the republicans, they have been apprehensive
of no danger but what resulted from thee possibility that the per-
secuted federalists might eventually prevail in the councils of
the nation. Never was the world cursed with a more fatal or
more mysterious delusion than that which has prevailed in this
enlightened republic, within the last 25 years. And this has
been the result of the abuse of that great bulwark of our liberty,
the frecdom of speech and of the press. The most important
facts relating to our natianal concerns have been cither conceal-
ed, misconstrucd or misrepresented. The people were at liber-
ty to piace their confidence in such men as they chose. They
have placed, it is to be feared, a blind confidence in certain fa-
vorites who have deceived them, and who still have an interest
‘n continuing the delusion. In the first stumbers of the revolu-
tion, the minds of the people scem to have been prepared for
the reception of that fatal system of delusion and falsehood,
which at that time was cunningly devised. When our govern-
ment first went into operation, a general sentiment inspired our
citizens with an unconquerable attachment to un elective go-
vernment, and an abhorrence of monarchy equally strong. The
few individuals who opposed the revolution were called tories,
were held in contempt and considered by the great body of the
people as traitors and enemies to their country. .

The war which terminated in 1783, had left also in the bosams
of Americans a strong attachment to France : the services which
had been rendered us by that country in cur revolutionary
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struggle were fresh in our recollection, and inspired our citi-
zeris with sentiments of affection and gratitude.

But there was a difference of opinion respecting the influence
which ought to be allowed to those sentiments over the politi-
cal conduct of the nation. With such evident sentiments of
partiality to France and such deep-ropted enmity to Great-Bri-
%ain, it required all the energy and wisdom of the administra-
tion to prevent the nation from inconsiderately precipitating
itself into the war which had broken out between those two
powers. N

In such a state of the public mind, the ingenuity of man conld
not have invented a more effectunal and fatal excitement of the
prejudices and the malignant passions against any of our eiti-
zens than by inducing the people to believe that they were mo-
narchists, and had a predilection for the British government.

'Seon after the organization of the government, it was found
that the opposers of the administration were disposed in our
commercial regulations, to make discriminations between France
and Great Britain in favor of the former ; while the whole ca-
binet council except Mr. Jefferson ; and also a great majority
of congress were of the opinion, that no such discrimination
ought to be made~—¢ that trade ought to be guided by the judg-
ment of individuals”—and that it was our duty as a wise people
to adopt the maxim that with respect to other nations, we ought
«in war only to be enemies, in peace, friends.” Happily sepa-
rated as we are from the belligerents of Europe, by'a wide
ocean, and having established a government on principles en-
tirely different from theirs, and peculiar to our own modes and
habits of thinking and acting, it was thought that no considera-
tion either of duly or interest would;require us to pursue any
measure, which should have a tendency to “ entangle our peace
and prosperity in the toils of European ambltlon—-mvalslup—m-
terest—humor or caprice.”

Such were the views of the administration, thl\ respect to
our relations with Great Britain and France, when the war be-
tween those powers commenced. Those men, therefore, who
had been for a discrimination in favor of France, were of the
opinion, that such were our obligations to that country, we could
not be justified in taking a neutral position. But supsequent
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cvents have taught us, how highly we ought 4p appreciate that
policy which saved us from the wretched cesition, in which
we must inevitably have been involved by. an salliance with
France, at that time; or by granting to her those favors for
which the opposition contended. Yet no sooner was it known
that the administration had determined on a neutral posi}.ipn,
and the president had issued his proclamation of neutrality ;
than they were denounced as the enemies of republican liberty
—the friends of monarchy and the ebsequious devotees and das-
tardly hirelings of despotism. A

It is evident that no measure could have contributed more t
cur national prosperity than that neutral policy, to which the
federal administration ever inflexibly adhered. Yet this mea-
sure, as well as every effort made by the administration of Wash-
ington, to save us from the horrors of a foreign war, were re-
presented as the cffect of a criminal atiachment to Great Bri-
tain, and ungratcful hostility to France.

During the administration of Mr. Adams, the French with-
cut any pretext of right but what they derived from their des-
potic power, indiscriminately captured and destroyed our ves-
sels, and would not cven condescend to treat with us, unless
we would first pay them tribute money, for the privilege of
humbly requesting them to desist from plundering our defence-
less commerce, and, to add insult to injury; ordered Mr. Pink-
ney, our minister then in Paris, to depart from that city, in
forty cight hours. This was tantamount to a declaration of
war ; and to defendeurselves against their aggressions, and to
redress our wrongs, a few troops were raised. Fhe extraordi-
nary expense, which this measure rendered indispensable, wag
represented by the democratic party as unnecessary and oppres-
sive ; and our differences with France at that time, which gave
rise to it, were ascribed to an undue attachment to Great Bri-
tain,and a disposition hostile to France.and to republican liberty.
The views which Washington hady at that time, of the war with
France are statedin his letter™ to Mr. Adams, on .l),i_s‘,accep‘-,
tance of the appointment of commander in chief of the
armies. It will be found by an cxamiration of this subjc‘cr;
that our differences with France at that time, and, the ey}«

" Gee his letter page 47
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which resulted from them, may be ascribed to the confidence
which the French Lad, in theaid they expected to derive from
their party in this country, which was opposéd to the adminis-
tration, and to the neutral policy which it had endeavored to
‘maintain.* ;

It is a iruth which cannot be concealed, that ever since the
first organization of the government, the opposers of federal
men and measures, have been disposed to palliate the injaries
which have been inflicted upon us by the French, while they
have exaggerated those of the British beyond the bounds of reas
son and truth. ,

The efforts of both Washing’lon’s and Adams’ administration
were exerted to counteract the effect of this unwise dispusition,
tending in its consequences to embroil us in foreign contests,
and to defeat the great objects of that system of ncutral policy,
which they had adopted and were determined to support. Yet
every effort that has been made for this purpose, has been repre-
sented us the effect of a dangerous British influence in the couns
cils of the nation.

In the vast and complicated system of delusion, of intrigue
and of falsehood, by which the men in power have gained their
ascendency, and created those inveterate prejudices aguinst
federal men, the imputation of British influence among themn,
has had no unimportant effect. That allegation brought against
the federalists, with such bare-faced impudence and supported
with such persevering obstinacy, however glaring and improb-
able the falsehood, basbeen attended with effects pernicious
in the extreme. Like the pestilential mists of Hades, it has
blighted into deformity that which was beauteous; it has darken-
ed the prospecis, and prostrated the elzgrgies of our once hap.p’y

.country. It had been the firm resolution of the federal ad‘mm-
istration not to involve ‘usin a war with either of Fhe belhger-
ents, until all hope of reconciling any differences, which might
exist had failed. )

~ " With such views the administration under Mr. Adams, did
nolcommence hostile operations against France, until that gov-
ernment had ordered cur minister to depart from that country,
under circumstances highly insulting to the dignity of our gov-

,ernment.

* See Washing‘tou’s letter to Charles Carrol, p. 44
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Through the whole term of IWashingtons administration,
Zrauce by her ministers and ageuts in this country had been
indefatigable in her efforts to influence our government to adopt
a system of policy partial to herinterests.  And after the war had
broken out between that country and Great Britain, Mr. Genet
the French minister, soon after his arrival in the United States
evinced his determination to treat this country, as one which was
in alliance with his own, and thereby virtually involve us in their
contest with Great Briwain.

Immediutely after his arrival, even before being recognized
by our government as the Fronch ministery ¢ he undertook to
authorize the fitling and arming vessels in ‘our ports, enlisting
men, and giving commissions to cruise, and commit hostilitieson
nations with whom the United States were at peace.” Abowt
this time an event took place that places on the record of our
history the most conclusive evidence of the falsehood of the asser-
tion that the federal administration have been influenced by mo-
tives partial to the intcrest of Great Britain, and of their fixed
determination to adhere to that neutral policy which they con-
sidered as the surest pledge of our future peace and prosperity.

A British merchantman called the Little Sarah, had been
captured by a French frigate and brought into the port of Phil-
adelphia where she had been armed and ¢quipped asa Privateer.
Being completely armed and manned, partly by Americans, she
was about to sail on a cruize under the name of La Petit Demo-
erat. In pursuance of the regulations which had been made by
the President to prevent the fiting out armed vessels in our
ports, Mr. Secretary Dullas was sent to prevail on Mr. Genet to
desist from such a proceeding, and thereby prevent the employ-
ment of force to compel an acquiescence in our fixed regulations.
On receiving the message he peremptorily refused a compli~ -
ance with the requisition ; and said that it any attempt was made
to seize the vesscel, she would unquestionably repel force by
force. Inconsequence of this pusitive refusal to comply, a suf-
ficient portion of the militia were ordered out by the governor for
the purpose of taking possession of the vessel; and the case
was communicated by him to the executive. The next day
M. :Icﬂ‘c?l'son waited on Mr. Genet, in the Liope of prevailing
on him, if not to desist entirely, from the prosecution of his at-
tempt, at leust to defer it till the arrival of the President, who
was then at Mount Vernon,  After much outrageous and abusive
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language, he concluded by making some remarks which gave
-to Mr. Jefferson an impression, that the vessel would not sail un-
til the arrlval of the President.  This interview with Mr. Genet
he imparted to governor Mifflin, in consequence of which he dis-
misscd the militia. .

Yet notwithstanding the favorable hopes and expectations
that had been excited, the Little Democrat sailed before the ar-
rival of the President, and before the government could inter-
pose its authority, and in contempt of our laws, proceeded on
her cryize. The President immediately arrived and convened
his cabinet, and while they werc deliberating on measures pro-
per to be taken relating to the Little Democrat, they had deter-
mined to retain in portall vessels equipt as privateers, within
our territories by any of the belligerent powers. Among the
ships enumerated to be retained, was the ship Jane, a British
armed merchantman, declared by Mr Genet to be a privateer.
An cnquiry was made in relation to this vessel, and it was found
that she had considerably increased her armament, by replacing
old gun carriages with new ones, and opening two new port
holes. The British minister requested that these alterations
might be allowed to remain. But his request was peremptorily
rejected ; and in compliance with the requisitions of the govern-
ment, she was restored precisely to the condition in which she
entered the port.

Thus did our government, when administered by federal men,
Jdeal with Great Britain, while the minister of France insulted
the officers of our government, and the majesty of the people :
and openly set at defiance, our laws and regulations, with im-
punity. The rulers of France have since been changed, but'
their policyand their object, which has been the attainment ?t
universal dominion, has never been changed. The ’same p?lx-
¢y, the same unwarrantable and lawless prc.SI.lmptlon, which
characterized that governmeunt, whether administered by a na-
tional Directory ora consular cabinet, has marked i.ts progress
'from the reign of the unfortunate Louis, to that of its _1mpcrxal
tyrant. Neither has the attachment of many of our citizens, to
French republicans, in any degree abated. The o!)ject of a
, war with England, which should end in the destrl.}c-uon of that
,government and open the way to ur}lversal domlmon‘ for the‘
pretended friends of liberty in America and France huas never
been abandoned. And may the honest hopes of those who an-
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iicipate and who would perpetuatc the universal Gominion of re.
publican liberty, not be disappointed.

But it cver has been found and it is believed, that experience
always will teach mankind, that, although by courage they may
purchase liberty, yet without wisdom and virtue, its duration
cannot be perpetual.

But has wisdom, has virttue mzarked the course and progress
of our republic thus far? Are our libertics secure, because we
possess the power of remaining free ? So thought Greece ; but
where are her liberties now? The Romans also might have
been free : but where are they ? Their freedom too, has perish-
ed.—Frenchmen thought they were free, and that their liber-
ties were immortal : but where are they ? ask Napoleon: and
he too is a republican ! and once possessed the power of ma-
king millions free. Ask Frenchmen: they will tell you, that
they have been ruled 'by successive factions, until the last more
powerful than the rest, triumphed by the sword. And do you,
my fellow-citizens, believe, that your rcpublican liberties are
secure, because there is wisdom and virtue among the peopie ?
But have our wisest and best citizens, always directed the des-
tinies of our country 2 it will be acknowledged they have not.

And it is said, that in a free republic, where all enjoy equal
rights, those who are less wise and viviuous than others, ought
sometimes to participate in the excrcisc of the sovereign pow-
er: and should any evil result from a weak or vicious adminis-
tration, we may always find a remedy, in the good sense of the
nation. But suppnse the majority of the people are under the
absolute dominion of passion and prejudice: neither good
$Ense, nor even common scnse can prevail—npeither can the
voice of truth or reason be heard. While partics exist, the
majority will contend that their voice is the good sense of the
nation. The Romans boasted of their liberties, while they suf-
fered under the despotism of the most despicable tyrants, that
ever cursed the condition of man.  And Cicero himself, with ali
bis boasted talents and good sense, pleased the Roman people
by teiling them only six months before Octavius overturned the
commonwealth, « that it was not possible for the people of Rome
10 be siaves, whom the gods had destined to the command of
all nations.” S
' By tuking a review of the history of our republic, it will eg-
sily be.scen'whethcr the wisdom, the virtue, or good sense of
the nation has prevailed thus far over folly, vice and absurdity.
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Solpe evidence has been adduced in thewpreceding pages, to
show that the charge of British influence against federalists is
false and absurd.  For proof of this, it might have been sufficient
to appeal to the common sense and reason of mankind. That
the very men, who achieved our.independence, and who, in the
acquisition of it, had patiently endured the privations and suf-
ferings of a long and bloody conflict—who had also made eve-
Ty effort in their power, to form a constitution of civil govern-
ment, agreeable to their own views and wishes, and which was
itselfl the surest pledge for the security of their dcarest rights
and those of their posterity: that these men should, without
any discoverable motives, at once lose their attachment to those
principles, which they had so strenuously labored to defend,
and become the devoted partizans of that monarchy from which
they had solemnly absolved themselves, is contrary to the plain.
est dictates of reason and common sense. And yet thousands
of our honest citizens have believed, and even yet believe it to
be true. ‘

But in this monstrous tissue of deception and absurdity, who
are the witnesses ? The very men who bring forward the accu-
sation ;—and it is evident, from subsequent events, that those
men had a decp interest in bringing into discredit, those they
accused ; that they might, thereby acquire to themselves, the
emoluments of office.

You, fellow-citizens, who have believed, that federalists were
monarchists and British partizans, have never had any other
evidence of the fact, than that which you have derived from
the declarations of those who have brought forward the accu-
sation. Those who have spread ill founded jealousies and false
alarms against the federalists, and thereby enkindled the flames
of civil discord among the people to elevate themselves to pow-
er, must have been destitute of both wisdom and virlue: You,
who Have been the honestand unsuspecting dupes of this gross
and fatal delusion, are indeed the subjects of compassi'on'—
And itis to you that we would most clfeerfully lend our aid in
your attempts to break through the thick, dark clmfd of error
and falsehood, which has long intercepted your view of t.hc
truth ; and which even now threatens with destruction'you.r fan‘:
est hopes and your best interests, in the final extermination ci

pepublican liberty.
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For it is on juu, fellow-citizens, that we rely, for the cleva-
tion of men to office, who possess wisdom and virtue ; without
which, it is believed, republican liberty cannot be long perpe-
tuated.

And can you, on examination of the subjcct, believe that it
is in such men, that you have placed your confidence and con-
fided the destinics of your country? You have already seen
from facts, which cannot be doubted and from evidence which
is irrcsistible, that the men to whom, by your suffrages, you
have entrusted the sovereign power, have grossly deceived and
wiekedly betrayed you. You every day witness the evils, which
their miserable policy has inflicted on your suffering, bleeding
country—You sce your government, in consequence of that
policy, already far advanced in the downward road of fallen re-
publics. And can you yet think that these men possess that
wisdom and virtue, so necessary to the preservation of our
safety, and the perpectuity of our civil institutions? You must
indignantly answer, No, they are not only unworthy of our con-
fidence, but they merit our execration.

That one haif of our citizens should array themselves against
the other, and with the most inveterate prejudices, excited by
falsehoods the most improbable and absurd, and should reward
#the authors of those falschoods by their most unbounded confi-
dence, in bestowing upon them, the first offices of responsibili-
ty and trust, can be ascribed to nothing but the power of o
dclusion, the most mysterious and fatal. Striking is this dely-
sion in its resemblance, and more fatal in its effects, than that
which doomed to an ignominious death, the wretched inhabi-
tants.of Salem, for the supposed crime of witcheraft. Tt will
doubtless be recollected by some of our readers, thatin ap eay-
?y peried of our history, some of the good people of Salem,
in the then colony of Massachusetts, discovercd that that town
was infested with witches—and to prove it, said they had seen
them, and suffered by their witcherafts,

In that period of our history it appears, that the evidence of
the accuser was admitted as competent on the trial of these up-
fortunate victims of delusion ; und on such evidence only, great
n.umbers_ of the most respectable citizens of that town were cone
signed to d.eatk.n for the supposed crime of witchcralt.  But so of-
ten ar'ld s0 indiscriminately were these strange accusations made,
that it led to an apprehension, that, in that mysterious business,
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there ‘might be « something rotten in the state of Denmark &
and on a review of the origin and progress of that event, it was
. found that no evidence but that of the accuser had ever been ex-
hibited against the unfortunate victims who had suffered, and that
no ather person had ever seen witches in Salem. The scales felt
from the eyes of the judges, the people were enlightened, and
the delusion and horrors of Salem witcheraft came to an end.
Neither has any other evidence ever been exhibited, to prove that
our country is infested with monarchy-loving federalists, but that of
those by whom these unfortunate citizens have been accused ; on
the evidence of those, whom subsequent cvents have shewn, had
an interest in denouncing them: neither has any other person
ever discovered them.

I would not be thought disposed to treat the great concerns
.which relate to the public peace and welfare, with the least degree
of levity. But itis a duty which we owe to the honor of our
country, and to the dictates cf reason and truth, to expose in all
their deformity, the absurd falsehoads of those who have distract-
ed and ruined the councils of this once happy republic, by the ri-
diculous story of British influence. v

The vices and errors which have marked the course of our re-
public thus far, must be abandoned, or we are lost. If we disre-
gard the great znd immutable principles, to which republics ne-
cessarily owe their existence, and duration, we cannot expect to
perpetuate our own.

It was an unparalleled display of wisdom and virtue that gave
to the constitution of our republic, its existence ; and when-
ever that wisdom and virtue shall become extinct, or yield their
influence to the dominion of vice and error, the tics which bind
that constitution to the affections of the people will instantly dis-
solve, and anarchy will succeed, and despotism finally triumph.

It has been observed that thus far we have travelled step by
step the dowaward course of fallen republics. To t.hc truth. ot
this let history attest. No republic has ever fallen, without being
first torn asunder by party dissensions, ]

Washington, when he made his last, address te his country was
deeply impressed with this truth, and warned the people in .tl-le
most solemn manner, against the baneful effects of party spirit.
It is evident he had seen and felt the mischiefs 1'esult%ng from
party dissensions, when, in his letter to Mr Jcﬁ‘ers?n,wntten five
vears before, he remarked that, ¢ if instead of laying our shoul-
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ders to thie machine after measures are decided"on,‘ one pulls this
way, and another that, before the utility of the thing is fairly”
tried, it must inevitably be torn asunder; and in my opinion the
faircst prospect that ever was presented to man, will be lgsi per-
haps for ever.”* Thus it is that the adminisiration is enfecbied
and exposed to foreign influence, corruption, and eventual ruin.
When a party, to gain popularity, and acquire the ascendency in
the councils of the nation, have arraigned and condemned the
measures of government, to be consistent with their professions,
after they have succeeded in getting the power of the state into
their hands, they must change the policy of their predecessors 2
Thus, before the utility of former measures arve fairly tried, and
which perhaps have been adopted at great expense, a new policy
must be introduced, equally expensive, and uncertain too with
respect to its operation, and always liable to be ruined in its very
infancy, by the next successful faction, which is continually ex-
erting itself to defeat its operations. Such a state of things en-
courages foreign aggression, insult and violence : and in the event
af a foreign war, one party will always be charged with the crime
of adhering to the common enemy ; and if accused wrongfully,
they will be impelled by a just sentiment of indignation to bring
into contempt und discredit their accusers : and their efforts to
effect this, if' their numbers are considerable, will obstruct, if not
entirely defeat the operations of government against the common
enemy.  Such events have ever marked the course of fallen re-
publics, und thus far have marked our own.

From the first moment our government went into operation,
the political conduct of the party in power, has throughout been
distinguisbhed by one prominent feature which has imposed an in-
fluence, resistless thus far in its progress, and fatal to the peace,
the happiness, and glory of our infant republic.

Those who have directed the anti-federal administration, have
from the beginning cvinced a disposition to favor the views of the
French nation against her enemies; to justify this disposition
they have sought for motives in considerations of gratitude for
her services rendered us in the revolutionary war : in a union of
sentiments and pursuits, between that country and our own, and
as resulting from these, a just and interminable hostility against
Great Britaln, her most formidable rival.

This disposition the federalists never have, for a moment indul-

* See page 53
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ged, but ever have, and will, while they have life and reason, ops
pose by all lawful means within their power.

‘Noune of these motives, ought to influence the political Tiews
of an American, who understands, and would promote the inte-
rest of his country. What debt of gratitude do we owe to
Trance ! She offered us her services on certain stipulations with
which we have complicd. She doubtless wished o cripple the
power of Great Britain, by lopping off from her empire the Ame-
rican colonies ; butit is evident by her interference, in our nego-
ciations with that country, she intended we should be so mangled
and moddled by the incision, that we should eventually adhere to
her own. She had an intgrest in aiding us; we never had, and
probably never shall, have any interest in hazarding our peace and
safety, in her contests for dominion. It is indeed folly for any na-
tion to expect disinterested favors from another. ¢ There can be
no greater error than to expect or calculate upon real favors from
pation to nation. It is an illusion which experience must cure,
which a just pride ought to discard.”"*

Neither do the fedcralists believe, that there is any resemblance
between the pursuits and sentiments of Frenchmen, aod those of
Americans, or any other nation, who have any just ideas of rution-
al liberty. Every one who knows any thing of the history of that
country, well knows, that, from the commencement of their revo-
lution, to that of the imperipl dynasty, successive. factions have
enslaved and oppressed the people, until Napoleon seized the
throne and sceptre, and triumphed by the sword.

We therefore can have no motive, from copsiderationg of sym-
pathy and affection for France, to hate Great Britain, or make war
upon her, because France would have it so. And cxpfrience has
taught us the folly of consulting the views of a forcign de_sp.ot,
with respect to the cxpediency of making war on Great Britain,
to compel her to respect our neutral rights.

The declaration of war against Great Britain, was itself a most
base and servile surrender of these neutral rights to France. Al
though France was the first to violate our neut.ral rights, yetour
to her depredations on our com-
merce for more than a year ; and no sooner had Great Brifain
by her Orders in Council committed a similar i.nct of aggressnon,
than France is told by our administration, that if she will dO' us
the justice to desist from plundering us, we would enter the lists

* Sce Washington’s Farewell Al%dress‘

government tamely submitted
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with her against Great Britain. This- looks: like French ‘illﬁuJ
ence }, The plain language of that shameful business id:this. ¥
France will permit us to €njoy our neutral rights, we will, sub-
mit to a much greater'e\'ril, by involving -ourselves ina war with
Epgland. You may talk of the abuses of British powet, as long,
4nd as loud as you please, they never will surrender their nari-
time rights to an administration which, are the most devoted and
seivile partizans of her enemy. '

There is foreign influence in the councils of the nation, but it
is purely French, and cver has been. There never was through'
the whole course of the federal administration, a single measure,
which was in any degree controuled or effected by British in-
fluence. The policy which Washington and his political friends
Had murked out, was intended to exclude foreign influence, en-
tirely from the councils of the nation, as onc of the most fatal
fbes of republican liberty. And with these views, they had wisely
adojited that system of neutrality, which, has perhaps been pro-
ductive of more blessings to the United States, than any one mea-
sure since the organization of our government. Yet every effort
to carry this system into effect, has been ascribed to British in-
fluence.

1t is a truth; which the history of our political state will clear-
ly demonstrate, that ever since the commencement of the war be-
tween Great Britain and France, the republican party, at least the
most influential and active leaders, have evinced by their political -
conduct, a disposition to entangle us in an alliance with France,

Excessive hatred to Great Britain, and partiality for France,
fias been the most prominent feature, in the republican 4dminis-
tration. While the blood of the best citizens in France was sa-
crificed to the rage of an infuriated wob, our republicans Wwere
celebrating her victories, and exulting in her erhantipation front
the tyranny of kings.* She was represented as the great nation

* On the first day of May 1795, at a civic feastin Philadelphia, whicl
was attended by agreat nwmber of American citizens, to celebrate the vic-
teries of France, and which was honoured by the preserice of .the Minister
and Consul of the French Republic, and the Consul of Holland then subdued
by the arms ot France ; the following toasts among othels were given, which
will farnish a just idea of the prevailing spirit of those times, :

The Repuiblic of Frahce—May the shores of Great-Britain soon hail the
tri-caloured standard, and the people rend the air with shouts long live the
republic, : -

. This shows that the object of French and Amétiean republicane ut that
time was, the conquest of Great-Britain : that object has not been abandoned:

The Republic of France—May all frtt pations lekini of hed to transfer
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destined by heaven i
but to conrplete\un:l ;cflt‘pzrtlxitt:iht;ut:zt\inisunder }"Cr o i

phs of liberty through-
out the world.

‘When application was made to our government by the French
minister for anticipation of an instalment of the French debt, be-
fore it was due, and there was no money in the United States tre‘a-
sury to pay more than the current expenses and the interest ofthé
public debt ; a democratic member on the floer of Congress said,
there would be no merit in paying only wheun it was due and when
it was convenient to pay ; he rejoiced, he said, that America could
strain her means, and hazard something to shew her gratitude,

There was at that time, among the democrats, apparcntly much
more solicitude for the weifare of the French republic, than for our
own. Nothing but an inflexible adherence to the policy of neu-

tl{eir attachment from men to principles, and from individuals to the peo-
ple.
Since the commencement of the French revolution, republican principles
have never prevailed in that country against the most rclentless tyranay ofa
few individuals.
The Republic of France—Muy her example in the abolition of titles and
- splendor, bea lesson to all republics to desizoy those leavens of corruption.
Old titles have been abolished n France since the revolution, but new
ones created cqually mconsistent with republican hberty. )
The Republic of Holland—May her two sisters the republics of TFrance
and America, form with hee an invinaible triumvirate in the cause of liberty.
The Republic of Hollund--2ay that government which they are about es-
tablishing have neither the balances ot aristocracy, nor the checks of mon-

archy.

Inythis may be discovered the hostility to our present constitution, onac-
count of the senate and chief magistrate which I have before noticed :—the
balunce of aristocracy has reference to the senate, und the checks of monar-
chy to the officc of president. . R

The Repubdlic of .imerica--May the aristocracy of wealth founded upon
the virtucs, the toils, and the blood of her revolutionary armies soon vanish
and like the baseless fabric of a dreum leave nota wreck behind.

The aristocracy of wealth, alludes to the funding system, by which, the
wealth of many individuals was increased, who hud purchascd ppb}‘xgsecu-
rities at a discount : this wealth could not be taken from thesc_mun";du:\ls
‘without violating the fundamental principles of justice and public fu)t_l)‘ )

The Republic of funerica.May her government have p_ubhf:_goud for its
object, and be purged of the dregs of Soph'lstlcaled re[mbhcimvlam.l "

The Republic of America—May the alliance formed between her m.(f
France acquire vigor with age, and that man be branded as the enemy ot

i 4 dcavour to weaken or unhinge it. . )
A dorals e e d an alliance with France--how justly this

’ i ver have oppose - v
éﬁf\ﬁ rl?xl;snt(si (t:h::n with tﬁg imputation of being the encrmies of liberty let
the people judge.

The Republic of America.--May ber
‘defy the ordeal of patriotic socicties,
stead of denouncing them.

Patriotit societies ; these '
fime hefore under the dirgction 0

administration have virtue cnough to
and patriotism enough to cherish in-

were the democratic societies fprmed a short
£ Mr. Geoet the French minister.



74

with her against Great Britain. This looks: like }'rt:‘nch.inﬂu-
ence , The plin language of that shameful bushness is t.hls. I
Frunce will permit us to enjoy our neutral rights, we will, sub-
mit to a much greater evil, by involving ourselves in a war with
England. Youmay talk of the abuses of British power,_as l‘ong,
4nd as loud as you please, they never will surrender their rhari-
time rights to an administration which, are the most. devoted ‘and
servile partizans of her enemy.

There is foreign influence in the councils of the ‘nation, but it
is purely French, and ever has been. There never was through
the whole course of the federal administration, a single measure,
which was in any degree controuled or cffected by British in-
flucnce. The policy which Washington and his political friends
had murked out, was intended to exclude foreign influence, en-
tirely from the councils of the nation, as onc of the most fatal
foes of republican liberty. And with these views, they had wisely
adopted that system of neutrality, which, has perhaps been pro-
ductive of more blessings to the United States, than any one mea-
sure since the organization of our government. Yet every effost
to carry this system into effect, has been ascribed to British in-
fluence. )

It is a truth; which the history of our political state will clear-
ly demonstrate, that ever since the commencement of the war be-
tween Great Britain and France, the republican party, at least the
most influential and active leaders, have evinced by their political .
conduct, a disposition to entangle us in an alliance with France,

Excessive hatred to Great Britain, and partiality for France,
has been the most prominent feature, in the republican 2dminis-
tration. While the blood of the best citizens in France was sa-
crificed to the rage of an infuriated mob, our republicans were
Celebrating her victories, and exulting in her smancipation from
the tyranny of kings.* She was represented as the great nation

* On the first day of May 1755, at a civic feastin Philadelphia, whicly
wus uttended by agreat number of American citizens, to celebrate the vic-
tories of France, and which was honoured by the presence of the Minister
and Consul of the French Republie, and the Consul of Holland then subdued
by the urms of France ; the following toasts among others were given, which
will furnish a just idea of the prevailing spirit of those times, ’ x

The Repiblic of Fratce—May the shotes of Great-Britain soen hail the
:.r;:tlx)llqured stand-wd, and the people rend the air with shouts long lLive the

epublic,
. This shows that the object of French and American republicans at thet
time was, the conquest o Great-Britain : that object has notpl:lee;c:l?:nfi:)m"

The Republic of France—May all free nations l&wrn of hep to transte

t
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. destined by hegven, not only to burst. asunder her own chains,
but to complete and perpetuate the triumphs of liberty through-
out the world. '

When application was made to our government by the French
minister for anticipation of un instalment of the French deby, be-
fore it was due, and there was no money in the United States treas
sury to pay more than the current expenses and the interest of the
Ppublic debt ; a democratic member on the floor of Congress said,
there would be no merit in paying only when it was due and when
it was convenient to pay ; he rejoiced, he said, that America could
strain her means, and hazard something to shew her gratitude.

There was at that time, among the democrats, apparently much
more solicitude for the -welfare of the French republic, than for our
own. Nothing but an inflexible adheren‘ce to the policy of neu-

tllleir attachment from men to principles, and from individuals to the peo-

ple. B

Since the commencement of the French revolution, republican principles

-, have never prevailed in that country against the most relentless tyranny ofa,
few individuals.

The Republic of France—May her example in the abolition of titles and
- splendor, be a lesson to all republics to destroy those leavens of corruption.

Old titles have been abolished in France since the revolution, but new
ones created equally inconsistent with republican liberty.

The Republic of Holland—May her two sisters the republics of France
and America, form with her an invincible triumvirate in the cause of liberty.

The Republic of Hollund—May that goveroment which they are about es-
tablishing have neither the balances of aristocracy, nor the checks of mone
archy.

Inythis may be discovered the hostility to our present constitution, on ac-
"gount of the senate and chief magistrate which I have before noticed :—the
.balance of aristberacy has reference to the senate, and the checks of monar-
. chy to the office of president. .

", The Republic of America--~May the aristocracy of wealth founded upon
virtues, the toils, and the blood of her revolutionary armies soon vanish
and like the baseless fabric of a dream leave not a wreck behind.

The aristocracy of wealth, alludes to the funding system, by which, the
Wealth of many individuals was increased, who had purchased public secu-
rities at a discount : this wealth could not be taken from these individuals
‘without viol ating the fundamental principles of justice and public faith.

The Republic of Aperica~-May her government have public good for its
object, and be purged of the dregs of soph'lstlcated republicanism.

The Republic of America—May the alliance formed between her and

ce uire vigor: with age, and that man be_bl'anded as the enemy of
Jiberty who shall endeaxpur to weaken or unhinge it. ity i ‘
' Faderalists ever have opposed an alliunce with France--how justly this
should brand them with the imputation of being the enemies of liherty let

eople j , . .
MT?AE ﬂ;%ﬁ} JAmerica-May her administration have virtue enough to
dely the ordeal of patrigtic  societies, and patriotism enougli to ocherish in-
stead of denouncing them. : . .

Patriotic societieE; these were the demgcratic societies f_'ormed & short
fime before under the direction of Mr. Gevet the French minister.
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ira:lity, would have savéd Js from the horrors of that war in which -
France was cugsed against the combined powers.of Earope.

For rhe most flagrant abuses, and lawless depredaﬁpns co:"nmit-

ted &y France on our defenceless commerce, scarcel‘y‘-a‘cpmplaint
has been uttered by our republican rulets; and whenever it has
been, it has been easy to discover from the cautious mode of ex-
pression on that subject, that it was done only to save appearan-
ces, and preserve their popularity ; rather than the vesult'of a
sentiment of just indignation, for unmerited wrongs, while our
language has been ransacked and tortured, to find words expres-
sive of their contempt and hatred of the British government.
" For such a discrimination between these two nations, the fede-
ralists could never find motives, either in reason or sound policy.
They bave therefore opposed it,-ard warned the people of it»
fatal tendency, to prevent a reconciliation with Great Britian, if
not to involve us eventually in a war. ‘

But for their warnings they have beéen reproached, and every

effort which they have made to establish a national charactér, in-
dep’cndcn_t of every nation of the carth, and to preserve the coun-
try from the horrors of a desolating war, has been ascribed to
British influence. This pitiful story of British influence has ex-
cited prejudices which have now been so long predominant, that
the honest electors can give no account of their origin or pro-
gress. i -
Yet to this strange delusion we may ascribe our fatal divisions :
which while they have encouraged foreign aggression, have by
dislracting'the councils of the rcpublic, enfeebled the means, if
not rendered the power of rosistance ineffectual.

‘And now when at last all are convinced of the baneful conse-
quences of our political dissensions, we find that our republican
rulers ave even morc clamorous than ever in their efforts to ex-
cite the prejudices, the paé§ions aud the jealousy of the people
against federal men. They call on them to aid in fighting the
Buitish nation ! v

But can they expect federalists will fight and destroy those they
so ardently love : and to whose government they have, as they
are represented, such an invingible attachment ? You, fellow-citi-
#cns, have been told ‘millions of times, that the federalists wish
ed to become recolorized : or to establish a govélinrﬁém in New-
England, similar to that of Great-Britain. If this is ti'ue,‘ why:
do they not at this time make an effort to do it ? Therg certainly
never was, and probably never will be a more favorable opportua

N
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inty to effect such 2 purpose. Were the federalists tonite their
force to the Canadian provinces and the ather armies of Gireat
Britain, they would stand the tug of war, at least beyond thedu -
ration of Mr. Madison’s life or encrgies. But if shame had not
lost its power on these declaimers of British influence, the con-
duct of the federalists, would strike them dumb with confusion.

Instead of aiding the enemy, you see them braving death and

'danger in the field of battle, that they may expel from our bor-
ders, the hirelings and subjects of that nation by whose influence
You sav federalists are governed ! !

And if this country is ever saved from the tyranny of Great
Britain or France, if it is ever saved from the miserable degraded
condition to which it hasbeen reduced, by intrigue, by falsehood,
by cowardice, by hypocrisy, and villany, it will be saved by fede-
ral men: Not all the efforts of a weak or deluded faction, aided
by the hirelings, tools and sycophants of the imperial tyrant, can
ever extinguish in them the fire which glowed in the breasts of
their illustrious ancestors : they will yet exhaust the last power
of naturc, that they may transmit unimpaired to posterity our
frec constitution and all those privileses of freemen purchased
by the courage, the toil and blood of their fathers: they are the
men who achieved our independence, who fought and suflered
with Washington, and who are still ready to fight and to die, i
support of that policy which he recommended. And while they
« at the call of the law, would fly to the standard of the law, and
wou!d meet invasions of the public order us their own persoual
concern,” they will with cqual zeal oppose by all lawful means,
the weak or wicked policy of our own rulers whencver it shall
tend to subvert the great ends of government, and bring misery
and ruin on the present and future generations.

The policy of the last fourteen years hasbeen gradua“y_though
unccasingly draining the sources of our wecalthy reducing the
strennth, and impairing the credit of the nation. But since th'c
commencement of the present war, it has progressed to our ruii.
with bold and rapid strides : and the toil and wealth of an age ha';
been sacrificed to the administration of a year. Yet such a sacri-
fice great as it is, would cheerfully be made to advance the glory
and interest of the republic.

When federalists humbly ask, in what way present measure:.
are to advance this interest of our country, Ol.ll‘ rulers tauntingly
reply, we are not accountzble to the munority : when th-e);, a;sik
what glory is to be derived from a war without some probable
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wround to hope that the ostensible object for which,it is declared,
will thereby be attained, we are insultingly told, that if it is not
attained, the failure will be ascribed to the partizans of the ene-
my, the federalists. .

So long as every evil which may result from the vices or errers
of rulers, is to be ascribed to a large portion of the citizens and
to them only, itis in vain to anticipate the blessings, or the dura-
tion of republican liberty. ‘

It has long been believed, that nothing would save us from
the dangers which result from a blind confidence in rulers, but
actual suffering inflicted by their folly or vices. Then it is that
& Jethargic indolence is roused,” and if it is not roused by con-
vulsions, we have reason to hope that reason and virtue may tri-
umph over passion and prejudice.

The policy of the last fourteen years has been founded in error
and dclusion, and it must be totally renounced; and you, my fel- |
low-citizens, must go back to the days of Washingivnand com-
mence anew yeur political career.  You must go back to that hap-
py period, when your only enquiry, your oniy solicitude, respec-
ting candidates for office, were respecting their wisdom and their
integrity, and not the insignificancy of a name: and as in the
presence of your God and under that awful influence imposcd by
the fate of miltions and millions yet unborn, make a final sacri-
fice of your pussions and your prejudiees on the altar of patriot-
ism.  And with the stern integrity of virtuous frecemen, you must
resolve that your future efforts shall be devoted to the interests
of your country, and not to the paltry views of any political sect,
ty whatever specious pame, it may be called. Remember that
republican liberty is onits last and final trial. Republican virtue
aas been corrupted by the baneful influence of party spirit, and
1t must be regenerated,

That wise, firm, independent, and patriotie policy, which was
~ccommended both by the precept and example of Washington,
is the only system which canencourage us ¢ven tohope with con-
fidence for any great duration to our republic. And in this it is
believed you have placed your most sanguine hopes, your firm-
=zt confidence. )

Vour leaders, while they have claimed the popularity of his

a:n¢, have induced many of you to believe that he was their po-
iitical frierd : while they have been eclevated to power on the
ruins of tuai very poiicy which he approved and which you once
ondly hoped would stand against the rage of faction, and of pa:-
1on, and wodure forgver
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It will be found on a candid review of our political state, that
thg leaders of the party in power, have falsely ascribed that poli-
cy to British influence, and thereby succeeded by the power of
delusion only, in subverting it, and driving its authors from the
councils of the nation.

To prove that the political conduct of the leaders of the party
in power was opposed to the views and policy of Washington,
you have been referred to his own testimony, contained in letters*
written by him to the officers of government, as well as to his
private friends. And if you doubt their authenticity, make a
pilgrimage to Mount Vernon, that sacred deposit, where you
may find the truth recorded by that hand which withered in the
service of his country. Go to that venerable mansion, once the
abode of him, who lived only that you might be free and happy,
and whose spirit has ascended to heaven: and from that pure
source, search for truth: and if your prejudices are not veiled
with darkness impenetrable as adamant, a light as from heaven’s
own altar, will dissipate the clouds of error, of falsehood, and de-
lusion, which have bewildered your long and dreary way, through
the course of the last fourteen years. And had not the laws of
God, and of nature, imposed on the tomb an inviolable silence,
the voice of Washington would warn you in thunders, to restore
his councils, if you would perpetuate your liberties.

Those councils are contained in his last affectionate address to
his fellow-citizens. And that man who would not devote every
effort in his power to restore them must be dead to sensibility,
to patriotism, to the interest, the honor and glory of his coun-

try.

+ « The following extract from a letter written to general Rnox the day
before the termination of his office, exhibits .the sentiments w.xth which 'he
contemplated this event, and with which he viewed the unceasing calumnies
with which his whole administration continued to be aspersed. . L
"« To the wearied traveller who secs a resting place, and is bending his
body to lean thereon, Inow compare myself; but to be suffered to do this
ih peace, is too tauch to be endured by some. To misrepresent my motives ;
b reprobate my politics ; and to wesken the confidence which has been re-
posed in my administration ;...are objects which cannot be relinquished by
those who will be satisfied with nothing short of a change in our political

stem. The consolation, however, which results from conscious rectitude,
and the approving voice of my couniry uqequwocally expressed })y its 'ret-.
presentatives...deprives their sting of its poison, and places in the same poin
df view both thte weakness and malignity of their eflorts. .

-« Althowgh the prospect of retirement is most grateful to my s.oulilta_m
1 have not a wish to mix again i the great world, or to partake in its poli 1c:6
yet I am not without my regrets at parting with (perhaps l&evel‘ :f;:e o
fieet) the few intimates Whom ¥ Jove.  Ameng theae, be assured you atecne.”,
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—

Wanton und unnecessary wars have in every age ‘and nation
been the horrid instruments, in the hands of government, of sub--
verting liberty and reducing to wretchedness the condition of man.

POLITICAL DELUSION TR[UMPHA“NT .
—

The horrible agitations which have distracted the councils and
(hreatened the safety of the republic, have at length subsided. -

The joy at the return of peace results from the irresistible im-
pulse of nature and humanity.

We rejoice because the blood of our slaughtered citizens no
longer flows in vain.

Ve rcjoice because the ruin of our national wealth and credit
isarrcsted in its fatal progress : and that the countless blessings
of peace have succeeded the horrors of a ruinous and hopeless
war, ‘

But could not these blessings have been preserved, could they
not have been as well enjoyed without this dreadful sacrifice of
blood and treasure? Are our citizens wiser or more happy, or
are their rights better secured than they were at the commence-
ment of the late war? These are serious questions and they must
be answered. o “

History has taught us that in every age and nation wanton and
unnecessary wars have been the horrid instruments of subvert-
ing liberty, and reducing to wretchedness the condition of man.
Does it not become our duty then as a wise people to inquire with
deep solicitude whether the evils resuiting from the late war have
produced any good ? and if not, why they have been inflicted 2
Anb offensive war should be the last resort of injdred nations, and
to which recourse should not be had except in extreme nases,
when the peace, the safety and rights of the people are put in
jeopardy.

But it cannot be considered expedient by a wise and virtyous
people in any circumstances to declare war even when the cause
would justify vesistance, unless therz is atleast some ground ta
hope, that the injured nation will be able thereby to redress her
wrongs. ‘

This last proposition is denied by modern politicidns both in
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Europe and America. Who contend that independent natiop;
ousbt to fight, when  their national honor is assailed, however,
1t may affect the interests or happiness of the people. Under
the influence of this principle, the rulers of Europe have for
ages compelled their miserable subjects to fight fur the blessings
of national honor. But on whom do these blessings rest ? not
on the wretched multitude who fight and die, but on the few tord-
ly tyvants who direct the war: and who prate coniinually about
national honor,

But whencever the rulers of a free people declare a war which
is more destructive to their interest and happiness than the injury
complained of, for which resistance is made : or when there is
ho probable ground to hope that the injured nation will be able
thereby to redress her wrongs; such rulers, could neverin the
event of such a war, expect either success or glory. Suchwere
the circumstances attending the commencement of the Jate war,
that no one but the most blind and stupid votary of present meas-
ares could presage, in its event, any thing befter than disgrace
and defeat.

At that fatal crisis, such was the sitvation of the United States,
and that of the beliigerents of Europe, that we could expect no
advantage, but had much to fear from takinga part in their con-
test. France equally with Great-Britain had violated our neu-
tral rights.  Those rights we shamefully surrendered to France,
by selecting the latter for our enemy, and thercby violated the
pure maxim « equal and exact justice to all nations.” Besides
in doing it we conld not avoid an entangling alliance with France.

But supposing by uniting our efforts with France, we had suc-
ceeded, even in subjugating the power of Great-Britain, and Na-
poleon had taken possession of her thousand ships. \Vould_ he
have given liberty to the seas, and peace to our country? Pra{sed
be the ruler of the universe, that we have escaped the horrible
grasp of his iron hand. .

But when it is considered that the unbounded ambition of Na-
poleon, had driven the nations of Eux.'ope to madness, it was not
difficult to foresee that the event of his downfall was more than
probable, and that, in such an event, we should be left tocontend
alone, with the most powerful nation on the globe. Such was the
condition to which we were reduced. o .

Do you not see then, fellow-citizens, that our admmxstratloﬂn
sad staked the success of their arms eventually, on the success

L
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of Napoleon, and thereby entangled us in the destructive policy
of the belligerents of Lurope ! Of this you mustbe convinced
when you recollect the fact, that Mr. Madison rejected the prof-
fer of an armistice made by Great-Britain, on any otherterms
than that she would first yield the very point in issue with regard
to impressment;* a point which he weil knew she would not

# There is no doubt but that the subjects of the government of Great Britain,
in many instances abuse the right which they claim, to impress their native sea-
men, when found in neutral ships.—But the great question is, how far the exer-
eise of the right of impressment in the sense they contend for is un mfringc.
ment of our national sovereignty and indcpendence.  Great Britain found their
fight of impressment on Lwo principles ; one is, that all the members of
the civil community are bound to each other by compact ; the other is, that
ane of the parties to this compact cannot dissolve it by his own act.  When
thercfore one of her native citizens attempts o expatriate himself, without
the consent of the governinent, they contend that they have a right 1o re-
mand such citizen, und compel him 1o submit to the service and regulations
of his native country. And *a this the government of the United States, of
Great Britaifi, and France concur.  There bas been one case in which this
principle has been the subject of legal adjudication, in the Supreme Court
of the United States. “In 1792, one Williams was commiss.oned by the
French Consul-General residing in America, as a lieutenint on board the
Jupiter, a French seventy-four.” The Jupitér sailed in the autumn of the
same vear for Pachefort, where Williams was naturalized, renouncing his
allegiunce to the United States. After his naturalization, he was commis-
sioned by the French Republick a second lieutenant on board the French
frigate, the Curont. He continued in the commission and service of France
until the 27th of Februury, 1797, when he wus seized and arrested for ac-
cepting a commission from the French Republick, to commit acts of vio-
lence against the king of Great Brituin, and his subjects, with whom we
were at peace. Williams pleaded in justification his naturalization in France,
und his renunciation of his ullegiance to the United States. Chief Justice
Eilsworth gave the following opinion.

“The common law of this country remains the same as it was before the
revolution. The present question ‘is to be decided by two great priaci-
ples ; one is that all the members of the civil community are bound to each
other by compact, the other is, that one of the parties to this compact can.
ot dissolve it by his own act.  The compact between our community and
its members is, that the community shall protect its mermbers, and on the
part of the members, that they will at all times be obedient to the laws of
the community and faithful in its defence. This compact distinguishes our
government from those which are founded in violence or fraud. ItTcessa-
rily results that « member cannot dissoive this compact, without the consent,
or default of the community. There has been no comsent—no default.
Default is not pretended. Express consent 1s not claimed; but it has been
argued that the consent of the community is implied by/#ts policy—its con.
dition—and its acts. In countrics so crowded with inhabitants, that the
meuny: of subsistence are diﬂicu_lt to Le obtained, it is reason and policy to
permit emigration ; but our policy is different ; for ourcountry is but scaree
ly settledyand we have no inhabitants to spare. '

“Consear hus been argued from the condition of the country, because we
were in a state of peace. Bat though we were in ‘peace, the war had comn-
: Igenc?d.. in E“&r(])pe.—-We wished 10 have nothin]g to do with the war; but
c\ﬁ;\}; ::smtlo ke\.ue somfgthg\g to do with us. It has been extremely diffi-
o for ep out of this war; the progress of it has threatened to in-

olve us. It has been necessary for our government to be vigilant in re
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ux.cl((lj to an_v' but her conquerors : and that this VCry point was
y}l)cl ed by him, this mighty sine qua non, this insurmountable
obstacle to peace was removed on the 27th day of June, about one
weele
veek aft'er the news of Bonaparte’s abdication had reached this
countryin a shape so authentic, that j . h
k s that it could no 1]
oy longer admit of
At the event of Napoleon’s defeat, the federalists rcjoiced, be-
cause they saw through. it the approaching termination of an ex.
ccrable war.
‘ Federalists have no pretensions to the powers of prophecy, but
‘hey have firmly believed and predicted, that the excessive par-
U‘ah.ty to France and hostility to Great-Britain which has been the
distinguishing feature through every period of the republican
administration, would cventually.end in disaster and disgrace.

~traning our own citizens from those acts which would involve us in hos~
!xl_lm_a The most visionary writers on this subject do not contend for the
principle in the unlimited extent, that a cit;zcn may at any, and at all times,
renounce his own, and join himself to a toreign country.

“ Co~sext has been argued, from the wcts of our government permitting
ihe n:rtumhz_ation of foreigners.  When a foreigner presents himself here,
und proves himself to be of a good moral character, well affected to the
constitution and government of ke United States, and a friend to the good
order and happiness of civilsocicty ; if he has resided here the time pre-
scribed by law, we grant him e privileges of a citizen. We do not en-
pure what 1is relation is to his uwn coun‘ry ; we have not the means of
knemwing, and the enquiry would be indelicite | we leave him to Jjudge of
that.  1i" he embarrasses himself by centracting contradictory vbligations,
“ie fault and the tolly ure his own ; but thjs implics no eansent of the go-
vernment, that our own citizens should expatriate themechves.

““ It is therefore my opinion, that the facts which the prisoncr offirs to
prove in his defence, are totally irrelevant; thev can have no Gperaton in
law, and the jury ought not to be embarra =i or troubled with i |
but by the constitution of the court, the evidence must go to the Jury

“ The cause and the evidence were accordingly committed to the Jury.
The jury soon agrecd on a verdict, and found the prisoner CUILTY.

“ The court sentenced him to pay a fine of 1000 dollars, and to sufier:
sour months imprisonment.”

But itis said that when a citizen of Great Britain becomes naturalized by
our laws, her right to claim the services of such citizen ceases. _ Owr law
relative to naturalization had its origin subsequent to that by which Great
Britain claims theright to the services of her native subjects.  How far one
wdependent nation has a right by a municipal regulation to interfere with
A pre<cxisting national right, of any other independernt nation, altbough
such national rightas claimed, may be thought an infringement of natural
right, is a great national question. .I l_m\'e made t.hese remarks, and cx@ed
the case of Williams, to shew that it is not certain that cven the British
right of impressment which our administration would resist, at the hazard
of our peace and happiness, would readily be yielded by our own govern-
ment, was our condition similar to that of Grea: Bptam‘-—Feglcr':lhs‘ts would
not sanction the abuse of power, in any other nation, when it .mfx-mg'eiJ o}r:
the nights of their own : neither would they sacrifice their national \lle t
and prosperity, in a hopeless pursnit of what is falsely called national honor
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And to complete the climax of insult, of abuse, of suffering;
and of delusion, we are told that, from this war great and import-
ant advantages have been derived to the country ! ! ‘Aud what is
more a matter of astonishment, many of our good and honest
electors, cither do, or at lcast pretend, to believe what is thus
told them !!! )

It has been truly remarked that ¢ the greatest evils are not ar-
rived at their utmost period, until those who are in power have
Jost all sense of shame; at such a time, those who should obey
shake off all respect and subordination ; then is lethargic indo-
{ence roused, but roused by convulsions.”” Andhave we not rea-
son to fear that such a period has already commenced. Aftera
war of more than two years, declared by our own government, it
which thousands and thousands of our fellow-citizens have fal-
len by the sword and by pestilence: have been subjected to dis-
<asc and to death : in which our land has been filled with widows,
with orphans, with sufferings and with tears. And a debt of mil-
lions entailed on posterity which can be paid only by years of toil
and pain, and when every object of this war had been yielded te
the enemy, we have seen our chief magistrate in an official and
public communication,* congratulating the representatives of the
people, that peace was restored at a period when the causes of
‘war had ceased, and under circumstances that the nation could
review its conduct without regret, and that thereby the govern-
ment had demonstrated the cfficiency of its power of defence :
and recommending to the beneficence of the people the military
and paval departments, which as he asserts, had contributed es-
.scntially to the restoration of peace!!

At the time this communication was made, neither at any
time since, has the British practice of impressment, nor the
cause which produced it ever ceased. Neither could it be said
that the achievements of our armies contributed essendiully to the

- See President Madison’s Message to Congress Feb. 20th, 1815,

The following is an extract from Mr. Madison’s instructions to our minis.
ters, before Bonapagte’s defeat—¢ But the business of impressments cannot
be waved, nor postponed, nor informally arranged. It cannot be waved, be-
cause it involves an infringement of the national sovereignty and inde})en'-
dence. It cannot be postponed, because being one of the main grounds of
the war, the government cannot answer to the people, since the rejection of
Admiral Warren’s proposition for a suspension of hostilities, upon the basis
2f the repeal of the Orders in Council. It cannot be the gubject of an in-
formal arrangement, because the experience of Messrs. Monroe and Pinck-

ney’s arrangement has taught us, that 1
! : . such an understanding cannot be re-
Yied upon, for any practical purp’ose.” & bere
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restoration of peace, when our peace is not better secured or bet-
ter enjoyed than before the war. To say nothing of the incalcula-
ble miseries which this war has accasioned.

And is it no matter of regret, that these miseries have been in-
flicted without any adequate object, and to no purpose ?

And is it matter of congratulation that in a war declared by
our own government, we have evinced our powers of defence
against the enemy ? But the necessity of calling these powers of
defence into cxercise, we imposed on ourselves by commencing
hostilities. ' .

Nothing which relates to the war can be a cause of congratu-
lation, unless it is the attainment of some object of the war : one
of which was, if Mr. Mudison is correct, to evince, that we were
able to defend ourselves against the enemy !! And suppose we
have proved by the late war, that we are able, to defend, and have
actually defended ourselves against the power of Great Britain,
at the expense only of about ten thousand of the lives of our fel-
low-citizens, and one or two hundred millions of dollars. No one
who has much knowledge of our rcsources, or the character of
Americans, ever doubted of our ability to do this, without ma-
King this dreadful sacrifice to prove it. And could the chief ma.
gistrate of a free and enlightened people attempt this imposition
on the common sense of the people, had he not lost all sensc of
shame ? Or can rulers who are thus insensible of shame, and re-
gardless of the honor and interest of their country, expect still to
command the people’s respect #—Ts it not rather to be feared,
that the time is not far distant, when an injured and indignant peo-
ple will throw off all respect, and all subordination to men, who
under the specious name of republican, would thus abuse their
confidence and sport with their dearest rights. Why does the
chief magistrate attempt to make a false impression on t!w public
mind with respect to the event of. the late war ? W.hy did he not
in the frank and honest language of a real repnl?hcan,'tell tlfe
people that the defeat of the ruler of. France had dlsappm.nted his
hopes with respect to the powerful al'd he expected to derive from
that country, and that thereby the objects o.f th(? war t!ad been d‘en
feated and the cduntry ‘unhappily involved .m difficulties and d|§~
tress, from which their virtue and patriotisin alone could extri-
cate them ? . ¢ our

Can patriotism or sound policy, can the best interests of ous
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country require, that the people should be decgyyed- with respeet
to the abject or tendency of measures, with respect to the impore
tant concerns which relate to the welfarc of the country ? And has
it become necessary, in order to secure the confidence of a wise
and free people, to betray them into a belief that real injuries,
that the most terrible national calamities are blessings in embayo,
in which they should exujt. Isthis the policy whichis to light
our way to the millennial glories which Columbus saw in vision 2

Whither, O my fellow-citizens, whither has fled that stern in-
tegrity, that firm and disinterested patriotism, that unce seemed
to win a short lived popylarity, at the expense of our immortal
glory ? Is this the country in which republican virtue has claimed
the triumphs of an immortal existence ?

Yes, in this once happy country, destined by heaven, as we had
fondly hoped, to illustrate the splendid achievements of her he-
roes, and the wisdom of her sages, in the examples of their sons,
we have seen that duplicity, hypocrisy and intrigue, have consti-
tuted the only effectual passports to preferment and to power ! !

“ Unprized are her sons, till they learn to betray,
Undistinguish’d they live, if' they shame not their sires ;
And the torch that would light them to dignity’s way,
Must be caught from the pile where their country cxpires.”’

The people in this country well know what were the hrétcnded
objects of the war ; and those who bave read the la!t; {reaty of
peace* between this country and Great Britain, know also that not
one of those objects have been thereby obtained. And many of
the electors who support the men in power, huve even had the
honest candor to gcknowicdge, that they could discover nothing
but disaster in the event of the present war, i

But no sooner was the magic influence of Mr. Madison’s mes-
sage diffused among the people, than, this war of rﬁisery and dis-
grace, is at once transformed into a national blessing ! their optics
are endued at once with new powers : the scales fall from thehr
cyes, and they see advantages resulting from the war, of which be-
fore they had no conceptions. ’

There is not at this time a cauntry on earth, however 'despoti,c,

* For the benefit of those who have not read the lute treaty, it is hereto

annexed. It is hoped the people will read and iud T
much cause of congratulation it cont,aims.a and Judge for themaclves how
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where rulers have a more absolute controul over the rights of
the people, than in our own. o '

The popularity with which they have conducted the late war,
renders it evident, that there are no evils which they may not in-
flict upon the people with impunity.

The federalists can neither controul nor change the councils of

" the nation, and the republicans with their present prejudices wilt
not. Should Napoleon 4gain re-establish himself in power, we
tnay well conclude his continental system would be revived, and
we again involved in the vortex of his policy.

With our present rulers at helm, our peace cannot be durable.
By the late treaty nothing has been settled. The officers of the
late army are urging their claims on the gratitude and patronage
of the govermment ; and are dissatisfied with the late peace. A
host of the unfortunate sufferers in the late war are also putting
in their claims for pensions, and will doubtless, obtain them to an
enormous amount, which the people must pay : and they are al-
ready taxed to the extent of their abilitics, and even beyond.
But if you would duly estimate the result of the late war, if you
would know what we have lost by it, lay aside for a moment Mr.
Madison’s message, and ask the thpusands of weeping widows,
and mothers who have been thereby left destitute and comfortless,
to a merciless world : ask the thousands of orphan children whe
have been thereby deprived of their only protector and support :
ask the miserable beings, mangled and maimed by wounds, and
rendered useless to themselves and to the world, and who must
either starve, or subsist on the scanty pittance of a pension! gu
to the hospitals, those abodes of misery; and ask the wretched
beings who have been transferred thither from the field of battle,
covered with blood and distorted with the agony of their wounds:
ask them ; ask the poor fugitives who bave been driven from their
burning dwellings, and reduced in an hour, from a state o-f com-
{ortable competency, te want, and even beggary : and ?vlule you
reflect on this miserable assemblage of suffering humanity, ascsr-
tain if you can, the millions of e¢xpense at which. these evils -ba've
been purchased.  Look thenat the late treaty ‘jmh Great Bma.m;
and compare the end and object of the war, and its ﬁnztl event with
the means which have been employed in its prosecution, and r.he
policy which has led to it; and .lf' )zO“ will then give the san(.:uon
of your approving voice to the political conduct of those who direct
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the pubﬁc concerns of our country, it may indeed be said, it will
be said by an impartial world, that in the United Bates, political
delusion is triumphant.  This is at present our conditjon. Such’
scenes of suffering, so wantonly inﬂictgd on a free, and gencrous
people, were never before exhibited on earth !

What then can be done to save the republic? Truthand argu-
ment are our only means : with these the present policy, and the
authors of it will be opposed by federalists while they have life and
reason. If our republic must fall, as it certainly must, under such
an administration as the present, and probably very soon ; ¢ Let the
federalists cling to it, while it has life in it, and even longer than
thereis hope. Let them be auxiliary to its virtues ;* and if death
must be its fate, let them strain every nerve. and exhaust the last
power of intellect, and if necessary, surrender even life itself, that
they may protractits dying nature, and from its expiring convul-
sions snatch the spirit of liberty, and rendcr its reign on earth im-
mortal.

District of New-York, ss. :

BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the seventh day of August, in the
fortieth year of the independence of thic United States of America, E. and
1. Hosromn, of the said District, hath deposited in this office the title of a
book, the right whereof they claim as proprictors, in, the words following,
to wit:

« The Crisis : on the origin and consequences of our political dissensions.
To which is anncxed, the late treaty between the United States and Great
Britain, By a Citizen of Vermont. X

In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United States, entitled
“ An Act for the encouragement of Learning, by securing the copies of
Maps, Charts, and Books to the authors and proprietors of such copies,
during the time the ein mentioned” And also to an Act, entitled “ an
Act, supplementary to an Act, entitled an Act for the encouragement of
Learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books to the au-
thors and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein mentioned,
and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving and
etching historical and other prints.”

THERON RUDD,
Clerk of the Southern District of New-Yarl:.
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JAMES MADISON,
President of the Uniteq States of America.
To all and singuar to whom these Presents shall come, greeting:

__WHEREAS i 1REATY oF PEACE and Awmrry between the
United States of America, and his Britannic Majesty was signed at
(?hepl. on the 24th day of December, one thousand eight hhndred
and fourteen, by Plenipotentiaries respectively appeinted for that
purpose ; and the s.id Treaty having been by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate of the United States, duly accepted, rati-
fied and confirmed, on the seventeenth day of Felruary, one thou-
sand eight hundred and fifteen, and ratificd copies thereof having
been exchanged agreeably to the tenor of the said treaty, which is
10 the words following to wit.

TREATY OF PEACE AND AMITY,
BETWEEN
HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY
AND
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

His Britannic Mzjesty and the United States of America, desj-
rous of terminating the war which has unhappliy subsisted be-
tween the two countries, and of restoring, upon principles of per-
fect reciprocity, peace, friendship and good understanding, be-
tween them, have, for that purpese, appointed their respective
Plenipotentiaries, that is to say : His Britannic Majesty, on his
part, has appointed the Right Honorable JAmes Lorp Gawmzikr,
Jate admiral of the white. now admiral of the red squadron of His
Majesty’s fleet, HEnRY GoULBURN, Esqulr‘e, a Member of the
Imperial Parliament and under‘ S_ecretary of State, and \V.n_;_MM
Apawms, Esquire, Doctor of Civil Laws :—~And the President of
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate thereof, has appointed Joun Quincy Apawms, James A Bay-
ArDp, HENRY CLAY, JoNaTiAN RUSSEL, an('l ALBERT CA”:“-',N,
citizens of the United States,who, after a recxprocalcommunﬁncauon
of their respective full powers, have agreed upon the following ar-
ticles: .

ARTICLFE THE FIRST.

There shall be a firm and universal Peace between His Britgn-
fiic Majesty and the United Statcs, and between their respective
countries, territories, citigs, towns, and people, of every deg;e;)e,
without exception of places or persons. All hosnhfnes, beth by
sea and land, shall cease as soon as this Trea_ityishall have bfsn ra-
tified by both parties, as hereinafter mention®d. _All. te ymoz';’y,
places, and possessions, whatsoever,, taken fr?m ef“hmhpd‘]it’:in ¥
the other, during the war, or which may be taken after the signing
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of this Treaty, excepting only, the Islands herdnalter mentioned,
shall be restored without delay, and without caW¥ing any destrue-
tion, or carrying away any of the artillery or other public property
originally captured in the said forts or places, and which shali re-
main therein upon the exchange of the ratification of this Treuty,
or dby slaves or other private property.—And all archives, re-
cords, de--ds and papers, either of a public nature, or belonging to
private persons which in the course of the war, may have failen in-
to the hands of the officers of either party, shall be as far as may
be practicable, forthwith restored and delivered to the proper au-
thorities and persons to whom they respectively belong. Such
of the Islands in the Bay of Passamaquoddy as are claimed by
both parties shall remain in the possession of the party in whose
occupation they may be at the time of the exchange of the ratifi-
cations of this treaty, until the decision respecting the title to the
said islands shall have been made in conformity with the 4th arti-
cle of this treaty. No disposition made by this treaty. as to such
possession of the islands und territories claimed by both parties,
shall inany manner whatever, be construcd to affect the right ot
cither.
ARTICLE THE SECOND,

Tinmediately after the ratification of this treaty by both parties,
as herein mentioned orders shall be sent (o the armics, squadrons,
officers, subjects and citizens, of the two powers to cease from all
hostilities: And to prevent all canse of complaint which might arise
on account of the prizes which muy be taken at sea after the said
ratification of this treaty; itis reciprocally agrced, that all vessels
and effects which may be taken after the space of twelve days
from the suid ratifications upon ull parts 'of the coast of North
America, from the latitude of twenty-three degrees north, to the
latitude of fifty degrees north, and as far eastward in the Adtlan.
tic ocean, 3s the thirty-sixth degree of west lungitude from the
meridian of Greenwich, shall be restorcd on cach side : That the
time shall be thirty. days in all other parts of the Atlantic ocean H
north of the equinoctial line or equagor, and the same time for
the British and Irish Chunnels, for the Gulf of Mexico, and all
purts of the West-Indies : Forty days for the North Seas, for the
Buidic, und for all parts of the Mediterranean : Sixty days for the
Atantic oceun south of the vquuior as fur as the latitude of the
Cape of Good Hope : Ninety duys for every pert of the workd
soyth of the equator: And one hundred and twenty days for all
other parts of the world, without exception.

ARTICLE THE THIRD.
" All prisoners of war taken on eiti

] : ither sidey" s welt by land as by
5€3y shall be resterad as suem as procticavle after the catification
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wi this treaty, as hereinafier mentioned, on their paying the debts
which they may have contracted during their captivity—The two
contructing partics respectively engage to discharge in specie, the
advances which may have been made by the other for the suste-
nance and maintenance of such prisoners.

ARTICLE THE FOURTH.

VVhere:;s, it was stipulated by the second article of the treaty
of peace, of one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, be-
=ween his Britannic Majesty and the United States of Amcrica,
that the boundary of the United States should comprehend all
islands within twenty lcagues of any part of the shores of the
Urited States, and lying between lines to be drawn due eastfrom
the points where the aforesaid boundarics, between Nova chtxa,
on the one part, and Fast Floridas, on the ot_her, shall respective-
Iy touch the Bay of Fundy, and the Atlantic Ocean, oxTepting
-such islands as now are, or heretofore have been, w1t_h1n the li-
mits of NovaScotia; and wheréas, the several islands. in the Bay
of Passamaquoddy, which is part of the Bay of Fundy, and the
island of Grand Menan, in the said Bay of Fqnd.y, areclaimed by
ihe United States. as being comprehended within their aforesai_q
boundaries, which said islands are claimed _o¢ belonging to_his
Dritannic Majesty, as having bcen at the time of, and prevgtilkx‘s
t0, the afm‘esJaid treaty of one thousand seven hundred and eng,h;
ty-three, within the limits of t_he province of Nova _Stc‘ouaa..;ed
order, therefore, finally to decide upon these clalms,bl !: Einted
that they shall be refcrred to two commissioners, t? ﬁa}i pbe ed
in the following manuer, viz: One commlssmnen‘ sha ; g)
ointed by bis Britannic Majesty, and one by the President of the
%nitcd States, by and with the a.dv.ice and consent. qf the STlnatt(c

id two commissioners, so appointed, shall Ye
thereof, and the sai i ide uj the said claims
swoin, impartially videace a8 all:glldg(: lziduge‘)lf:)re them on the

+di vidence as s
accmdfl‘nﬁi:(’;gfahnlﬁ‘cull\rclgjesty and of the Unitcd States respec-
{,13;'::1 ; The said commissioners shall meet at St. Andrews, in

LA 5 ick, and shall have power to ad_;our:n
the province of Mot ey shall think. &, The ssid
to such other place or [l))laces EZC:reayti:na.or repor;, 'under their
Conamlszlonelrs Zggke't{; ;hich of the two contracting parties
3}?: (;i::rals?:l:r’)ds aforesaid do respecuvfely szor;% l(?n gottll‘ﬁ)lfg:]t()l'
with the true intent of the hsald trii:]Yd (i)f tlfx:asaid commissioners
seven hundred and cighty-thrisc. ies shall consider sach de-

'ee in their decision, both parties s g

shall agxefe “;tare)d conclusive. It is further agreed, that in the
cision as fina .

‘ P al f the
cvyent ()f th w 115S10NEeT di rimg upon a“ 8} ny [0)
yen € two commissl 5 ﬂe T e
matters so referl‘ed to llleﬂl, or 1n the ;Venl of both or ‘el[hex 07{
the sal CIBINLSOIN T (‘us“lg, l g’ T yeom!
) d cc 4SIners T ' or dec min VO “l”u"\ CT
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ting to act as such, tiey shall make jointly or sepaiaicly, a tepert,

or reports, as well tothe government of his Britannic Majesty us

to that of the United States, stating in detail the ipts on which

they differ, and the grounds upon which their respettive opinions

have been formed, or the grounds on which they, or either of
them, have so rcfuscd, declined, or omitted to act.—And His
Britannic Majesty, and the Government of the United States,
heveby agree to refer the report, or reports, of the said commis-

sioners, to some friendly sovercign or state, to be then named for

that purpose, aud who shall be requested to decide on the differ-

ences which may be stated in the said report or reports, or then-
the report of one commissioner together with the grounds upon
which the other commissioner shall have refused, declined, ot

omitted toact, as the case may be. And if the commissioner so
refusing, declining, or omitting to act, shall also wilfully omit
to state the grounds upon which he has so done, in such manner
that the said statement may be referred to such friendly sovereign
or state togcther with the report of such other commissioner,
then such sovereign or state shall decide ex-part upon the said

report alone.  And his Britannic Majesty and the Government of
the United States, engage to consider the decision of some friend-
ly sovereign or state to be such and conclusive on all the matters

so referred. - )

ARTICLE THE FIFTH.

Whereas neither that point of the high lands lyiag due north
from the sourceof the river St. Croix, and designated in the for-
mer treaty of peace between the twe powers as the north-west.
angle of Nova Scotia, now the north-westernmost head of Con-
necticut viver, has not yet been ascertained; and whereas that
part of the boundary line between the dominion of the two poiv-
ers, which extends from the source of the river St. Croix (j-
rectly north to the abovementioned north-west angle of Nova Sco-
tia, thence zalong the said highlands which divide tiose rivers
which empty themselves into the river St. Lawrence from those
which fall into the Atlantic ocean to the north-westermost heard
of Connecticut river, thence down along the middle of that.viver
to the forty-fifth degree of north latitude ; thence by a line due
west on said latitude until it strikes the river Iroquois or Catara-
guy, has npt yet been surveyed ; it is agrecd that for these seve.
ral purposes, two commissioners shall be appointed, sworn, and
authorised, to act exactly in the mamer directed with respect to
those mentioned in the next preceding article, unless’ otherwise
specified in the present article, - The said commissioners shall
meet at St. Andrews in the province of New Brunswick, and
shall have power to adjourn to such other place as they shali
think fit. ’.l’he said commissioners shall have power to ascertain
and determine the points aboyementioned, in conformity with the
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provisians of the said treaty of peace of one thousand seven hun -
dred and cighty-three, and shall cause the boundary aforesaid
from the source of the river St. Croix to the river Iroquois or’
C.agaraguy, to be surveyed and marked according to the said jro-
visious. The said commissioners shall make a map of the said
boundary, and annex to it a declaration under their hands and
seals, cenitying it to be the true mwap of the said boundary, and
Particulavizing the latitude and longitude of the northwest angle
of Nova Scotia, of the northwesternmost head ot Connecticut
river, and of such other points of the said boundary as they may
deem proper.  And both parties agree to consider such map and
declaration as finally and conclusively fixing the said boundary.
And in the event of the said two commissioners differing, o both
or either of them, refusing or declining, or wilfully omitting to
act, such reports, declarations, or statements, shail be made by
them, or either of them, and such reference to a friendly sove-
reign or state, shall be made, in all respects as in the latter part
of the fourth article is contained, and in as full 2 manner as if the
came was herein repeated.

ARTICLE THE SIXTH.

Whereas by the former treaty of peace, that portion of the
boundary of the United States from the point where the‘forty-ﬁfth
degree of north latitude strikes the viver Iroquois or Lat_aruguy,‘
to the Lake Superior, was declared to be ¢ along the middle ot
.said river into Lake Ontario, through the middle of said lake,
until it strikes the communication by water between that lake and
Lake Erie, thence along the middle of said communication into
Lake Erie, through the middle of said lake until it arvives at the
water communication into the Luke Hur_on, _thence through the
aiddle of said lake to the water comiunication bcl\\:cen that lake
and Lake Superior.” And whereas, doubts have arisen 1vhat was
the middle of said river, lahes and water communications, and
whether certain islands lying in the same, were within the domi-
nions of his Britannic Majesty or of the United States: In order,
therefore, finally to decide these.doubts, they shall be reterred
to two commissioners, to be appo'mged, sworh, and authorised to
act exactly in the mauner dl}‘eclcd with respect to thos_e mention-
ed in the next preceding article, u.nlt_:ss otherwise specgﬁcd in this
present article. ‘The said commissioners shall mect in the first
jnstance, at Albany, in the State of New-York, and shail have
power to adjourn to such other place or places, as they shall think
fit: the said commissioners shall by a report or declaration, un-
der their hands and seals, desxgnatg thg boundary t_hroush. t'hl(:
said river,, lakes, and water cornmunications, and de_:cxde to ywhxg
of the two contracting parties the several island8 lying “_!lvth]ln :’ (f
said river, lake: and water COmRmMUNICations, cio respectively be
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long, in conformity with the true intent of the saiq treaty of oue
thousand seven hundred and cighty-three. .- And,l‘)mh parties
azree to consider such designation and decisions as f:w and con-
clusive. And in the event of the said two commissioners differ-
ine, or both, or cither of them, refusing, declining, or wiifully
on.itling to act, such reports, declarations or statements, shall
be made by them, or either of them, and such reference to a
friendly sovereign or state shall be made in all respects as in the
Tatter part of the fourth article is eontained, and in as full a man.
ner as if the same was herein repeated.

ARTICLE THE SEVENTH,

It is furthey agreed that the said two Igst mentioned commis-
soncrs, alter they shall bave cxecuted the duties assigned to them
in the preceding article, shall, be, and they arc hereby authorized,
upou their cathy, impartially to fix and determine, according to
the truc intent of the said ‘I’reaty of Peace, of one thousand seven
hundred and eighty-three, that part of the Loundary between the
dominions of the two powers, which extends from the watercom-
munication Letween Lake Huron and Lake Superior, to the most
norih-western point of the Lake of the Woods, to decide to which
of the two parties the scyveral islands lying in the takes, water
communications, and rivers, forming the said boundary, do re-
spectively belong, in conformity with the truc intent of the said
Treaty of Peace, of cue thousand seven hundrcd and eighty-
three ; and to cause such parts of the said boundary, as require
‘it; 1o be surveyed and marked. The said commissioners shall,
by-a report cr declaration under their hands and scals, designatc
the boundary aforesaild, state their decision on the points thus re-
ferred to them, and particularvize the latiiude and longitude of the
most north -western point of the Lake of the Woeds, of such other
part of the said boundary as they niay deem proper. And both
parties agree to consider such designation and decision as final
and conclusive. And, in the event of the said two commissioners
differing, or both, or cither of them refusing, declining, or wilful-
ly omitting to act, such reports, declarations, or statements, shall
be made by them, or cither of them, and such reference to a
{riendly sovereign or statc, shall be made in all respects,as in the
latter part of the fourth article is contained, and in as full a man-
ner as if the same was hevein repeated. '

ARTICLE THE EIGHTH.

‘T'he scveral boards of two comimissioners mentiened in the four
preceding articles, shall respectively have powerto appoint a se-
cretary,and to employ such surveyors or other persons as they
~hall judge necessary. Duplicates of all-their respective reports,
declarat—iong, sttements and decisions, and of their accounts, and
af e jourial of their proceedings shall be delivered by them to
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the agents of his Britannic majesty, and to the agents of the L.~
ted States, who may he respectively appointed and authorized to
manage the buS}nqss on belplf of their respective governments.
The said commissioners shall be respectively paid in such man-
ner as shall be agreed betwceen the two contracting parties, such
agreement being to be settled at the time of the exchance of the
ratifications of the treaty. And all other expenses :\tlcr.;ding the
said commissioners shall be defrayed equally by the two parties

And in the case of death, sickness, resignation or necessary ab-
sence, the place of every such commissioner respectively shall be
supplied in the same manner as such commissioner was first ap-
pointed, and the new commisstaner shall take the same cath or
affirmation, and do the same dutics. Itis further agreed Letween
the two contracting parties, that in case any of the islands mon-
tioned in any of the preceding articles, which were in the pos-
session of one of the parties prior to the commencement of the
prescnt war between the two countries, should, by the decision
of anv of the boards of commissioners aforesaid, or of the sove-
reign or state so referred to,as in the four next preceding articles
contained, fall within the dominions of thc other party, all grants
of land madc previous to the commencement of the war by the
party having had such possession, shall be as valid as il such islana
or islands, had by such decision or decisions, been adjudged to Le
within the dominions of the party having such possession.

ARTICLE THE NINTH.

The United States of America engage to put an end irmme-
diately after the ratification of the present treaty to hostilitics
with all the tribes or natious of Indians, with whom they miay be
at warat the time of such ratificaticn ; and forthwith to restore to
such tribes or nations, respectively, all the possessions, rights,
and privileges, which they may liave enjoyed or been entitied to in
one thousand eight hundred and eleven, previous to such hostill
ties : Provided always, that such tribes or nations shall agree to
desist from ali hostilities against the Unitcd States of Aunerica,
their citizens and subjects, upon the ratification of the prescn:
treaty being notified to such tribes or natious, and shall. 5o desis
accordingly. And his Britannic Majesty engages, on his puit, tc
putan end immediately after the ratification of thf: present treaty,
to hostilities with all the tribes-or nations of Indians with whom
he may be at warat the time of such rati‘ﬁcalwn, and {orthth_]\ te
restore to such tribes or nations respectively, all the possessions,
rights and privileges, which they may have enjoyed or been cnti
tled Lo, in ane thousand eight hundred and cleven, previous to
such hestilities: Provided always, ‘Lhat s.uch I.I‘leS' or nations
shall agree to desist from all hostilities agginst his Britanaic 'L\”]T.-
jesty, and his subjects, upon the ratification of the present .l“‘ftg}
being notified to such tribes or natious, and. shall so desistaccerc

ingly.
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ARTICLE THE TENTH.

Whereas the traffic in <laves is irreconcileable with the princt
ples »f hu.anity and justice, and whereas both his Majesty and
the U ‘ited States are desirous of continuing their effoits* to pro«
mote its entire abolition, it is hereby agived that both the con-
tracting parties shall usc their best endeavours to accomplish so
desirable an object.

ARTICLE THE ELEVENTH.

This treaty, when the same shall have been ratified on botl
sides, without alteration by eitlier of the contracting parties, and
the ratifications mutually exchanged, shall be binding on both par-
ties, and the ratifications shall be exchanged at Washington, in
the space of four months from this day or sooner if practicable.

In faith whereof, we the respective Plenipotentiaries have
signed this treaty, and have thereunto aflixed our seals.
Done, in triplicate, at Ghent, the twenty-fourth day of De

cember, one thousand eight hundred and fourtcen.

(r.s) GAMBIER,

(L s HENRY GOULBURN,

(L s) WILLIAM ADAMS,
(L.s.) JOHN QUINCY ADAMS,
(L.s.) J. A. BAYARD,

(L.s.) H. CLAY,

(L s) JONA. RUSSELL,

(L s) ALBLRT GALLATIN.

Now, therefore, to the end that the said Treaty of Peace anr:
Am:ity may be observed with good faith, on the part of the United
Sta es. I, James Madison, President as aforesaid, have caused the
prouises tobe made public; and I do hereby enjoin ail persons
beariuy office, civil or military, within the United Stat. s, and all
otner citizens and inhabitants thereof, or being within the same,
faiivfuiiy to observe and fulfil the said treaty and cvery clause and
article thereof. ) :

In tstimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United -
(sxar) States to be affixed to these prescnts, and signed the

same with my hand, .,
Done at the city of Washington, this eighteenth day of Fe-
bruary, in the year of cur Lord pne thousand eight hun-
dred and fifteen, and of the sovereignty and indepen-

dence of the United States the thirty-ninth. .
JAMES MADISON,

By the President,
JAMES MONROE,
Acting Secretary of Stars



