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T HE

Other Side of the Queftion :

0 R,

A DEFENCE

OF THE

Lizerties of Norru-AMERICA, &C.

Certain Friendly Addrefs to all reafonable
A Americans, was jult now put into my

hands. Some people perhaps have read it,
for I am told it was publithed [ix days ago; where-
for: after perufing, it feems proper to make a thort
aniwer to th's pe.formance: not becaufe it is well
written, or becaufe there is the leait daager any
‘man will become a profelyte to the do&trines con-
tained in it; but for the following realons, which,
candor obl.ges me to mention,

First. I anfwer this pamphlet, for the very
purpofe which alone the pamp:et itfelf is likely
to cffect,—to encourage the pa, er manutactory.

Seconprv. I anfwer it for the {ake of the Prin-
ter, who muft be fadly our of pocket, by pubi th-
ing fuch woetul perfurmances: And therctore he is

Az hereby
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hereby requefted to print this in a large type,' and
the like, fo as to make the moft on’t.

Tuirory. I write, becaufe from the futility of
the author’s reafoning, no body elfe may think it
worth the trouble. And if fo, why then he would
very naturally conclude that he had written an excel-
lent unanfwerable treatife, which conclufion might
inflate the poor creature’s vanity, in fuch man-
ner as to tempt him into other imprudencies of
the fame kind.  The public thanks ther¢fore will
be my due, for removing, or at leaft preventing a
common nufance.

Lastry. I am prompted to this undertakin
out ‘of regard to the far-fex. For many vgéa\%
women may be exceedingly frighted by that awful
compound of threats, and texts, and homilies.

Now then, gentle reader, having told thee the
origin. I fhall next acquaint thee with the charac-
ter of this new acquaintance, which my Mafter
James hath introduced to thy hand.—1I will not, as
is too common with controverfial people, whether
politic, or polemic,: I will not, I fay, ule any
acrimonious expreffions, againft this unhappy author;
for whofe weakneffes and wanderings, 1 have the
utmoft pity and compaflion. On the contrary, I
fhall treat him with the greateft gentlenefs and re-
fpect, owing in fome meafure to my very great reve-
rence for the Clergy, one of which ke is, as I have
been informed. And truly the frequent quotations
from {cripture, together with the illiberal language
contained in his pamphlet, will naturally lead foﬁs
® believe fo. * For it unfortunately happens, that

7 the
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th: generality of thefe Gentlemen,. from an ungau
habit they acquire by abufing the poor Devil, are
too apt to vility and afperfertheir neighbours. Some
‘exceptions there are, it muft be acknowledged

which may be attributed to this; that a few indivi-
duals have kept better company, and feen more of
the polite world, than the rcft of their order. But
alack and alas! I fear me our author is not one of
thefe rare birds, for the houfehold proverbs -and
tales with whxch his plece is interlarded, (if I may
venture on fomething like his own language) make
the odds at leaft a pound to a penny aga.n{t him.

And now reader, if by chance thou art a Prefby-
terlan, or Conorecatlonahﬁ or other Diffenter from
the hplfcopahan Church to which myfelf belong;
perm.it me to a pologize for the rude and opprobrious
terms made ufe of againft you by our author, Thefe
things ought in common charity to be forglven in-
afmuch as ﬂxey feem to have proceeded from igno-
rance and the want of better language.—And do
not, I befeech you, conclude too haftily againft his
bre-thrcn, I have feveral friends and acquamtancc
among them, who are really Gentlemen. Where-
fore it is my earneft defire, that if in the hurry of
com ofition ;for I have but three days to write this
in the midft of other affairs) if I'fay any thing fhould
fall from my pen, which can be conftrued a reflec-
tion on the Clergy, it is my defire that it thould be
mﬁantly erazed.—I honour them much for their
piety, leammg, and ftriétly loyal attachment to our
Sovereign.’

An old Mathematician (I think they call him Ar-

shimedes) had fuch confidence in his art and ma-
chines,
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ehines, as to dzclire he would movethe earth itfe1f,
if he coutd get a placeroftand on.  But pleafe your
worth: s, .wh.ic he was upon the thing which was
to be moved, had he worked his hzart out, ’twould
not have budged an inch.-—In im.tation of this ve-
nerable {crew-driver, may we not la, down the'fol-
Iowing bygeal maxim, - A man may prove impoffi-
buities i’ you will concede his poftalata.—Thus,
in order to demonftrate that black is whiteglor in
other words, that black and white are the fame
thiny, I afk only this adnuflion; that there is na
difference berween them, ‘

He who in converfation with half a dozen friends,
fhsud in a finldar manner b.gin any arguinent
Wt ver, by aZirmirg the thing to be proved, w uld
he notraift alangh aohis expence? Now, all Ame-
r.ca contends tor rights, which we aver to have
boen invaded, violatd, dettroyed, and a certan
W ter artempts to prove this conteit, trealnable and
rc bellious; wha thail we th'ak of a wrirzr, who
bozns an allrefs en dhis fubie, not to half a
dﬂm or th a hurired buar oo all :‘.»‘afﬁz» e
A nercans, wi the Dllowny propoizsin? ¢« Of
¢ all'the .Ly;fb of Great-3ritan, tasls who efide
“in the A noocan colones, are and mi ht 1! be
“eajryiny taz boaziss or ch't e ndiree con-
“ hation® As o h's q 11ation riom an “ excel-
Iancweiter,” 1t mey dhew e Gendensn™s read iy,
bat can never xin his a gu sent; and therefor 1
fhail pafs it over in AL\m\‘, © th" exa 0 nation of
thofe cxzocliencies, which he annicls huth fabricated.

If by the term, fub'=%s of Grear-Britzin, he
means fubjcdts 1 the g of Great-Brtan, and
fubourd:nate



Sybordvnate to the Parliamenr of “that Kingdom, it
3s én inuccdracy, which, confidering' what tollows,
may be eafilv forgiven. ‘But if thefe words are'in.
tended wo%infinuate, that the people of . merica are
fubje& to'laws made by the Purliament of Great-
Br.tamn, ‘in all cafes whatever, then we fhall find,
that the rft: oround this great Archimedes intends
to fix his reafomng machine on, is what foilows,
Americans are fubjeét to thé will of a Parliament
which lhcy have no vote in chocfing, and being fo
fubjed, enjoy a free and equitable conftitution.
To which T have only two fmall exceptions: firft,
thefe are the very points to be proved, and Rcondly,
they involve a flat contrad&ion. Now then,  fup-
poling thefe things admitied, after all, twit them
and turn them as you pleafe, ftill muft you come
back in a circle to the place from wh nce you fet
out; ftill lucklefs Philofopher you grovel on the
€a, th.

Shortly after follows another falfe propofition,
‘Amcrica contributes but afmall proportion to fup-
port the public expen es.  This for argument ake,
I wllgrant. I will grant what I fuppolc he meant;
nam\ly that America contributes but little to defm_y
the public expences which other folks fupport. I
am not capticus in my temper, vor do I mean to
cavil about words, for then I fhould never have
done.

Then comes a page about Mofes, thunder, blind-
«nefs, darknefs and deftru&tion. As thefe things
are qu'te out of my way, I fhall not meddle with
them; but proceed to the next, the {co:e of which
fems to be this, Whether parliament hath been right
ot
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or wrong, we are bound by the laws of Heaven tc
obey its mandates. And in quality of good Chri.
ftians, we muilt be fubject to the Minifters, be they
who they will, for confcience fake. I.et who will
be King, our author is Vicar of Bray. To eluci.
date all which doétrines, he obferves, that if the
greateft tyrant on carth /Nero for inftance) fhould
ufurp and eftublith a domination over us, the harfheft
and moft cruel, yet {5 heinous is the offence of dif-
turbing an eftablithed government, that a due regard
for the rights and | Geri'es of mankind, would prompt
us to a peaceable fubmiffion. To this fubmiffion we
are enjoned, it fcems, by the Chriftian religion;
and to d:fturb or threaten fuch a government, is an
unpardonable crime, and has been confidered as
fic:, inevery age and nation of the world. All
which is mighty reafonable. Wherefore it follows
clearly, that thofe perfons who, within thele four or
five centuries, contended for, aud by degrees efta-
blihed our glorious conft'tution. “ A frame of
‘“ government, fays our author, which has always
“been the wonder of the world, under the pro-
“tection of which, the fubjets of Great-Britain
“are the happieft people on earth.” I fay, thofe
perfons who have rendered thefe Britith fubjeéts fo
happy, and tranfmitted to thém ali the rights and
privileges they enjoy, thofe perfons, according to
thic above di&rine, muft be damnéd to all etérnity
for their pains.—T his may be religioh, I am fure it
is not common fenfe, But be that matter as it will,
I fhail not hefitate to declare, in imitation of honeft
Sir*Toby; T had rather truft God Almigh:y with
my foul, than the Britith Parliament with my eftate.
Moreover, for the Honour of the Church of Eng-
Jand, I do entreat all other Se@aries to believe, that

very
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very few of its members hold the fame creed with "
this writer. ‘

However, having introduced Nero, Sain: Peter,
Saint Paul, and the Grand Turk, in company to-

gether; he defcends from his pulpit, leaves' thefe

dignified, perfonages to fhift for themfclves, and
opens the defign of his pamphlet: which he tells us,
is not religion, “ but to confider how far the con-
 duct of the colonies is to be condemned or jufti-
¢ fied by the maxims of {rund policy and prudence.”
For it feems pretty well fettled even in his idea, that
notwithftanding that fame Chriftian fyftem he talks
of  our temporal intereft and fafety, are confidera-
¢« tions which all will regard;” in which opinion I
do moft heartily concur with him.

After this follows a little more declamation, which
you may fee if you have the pamphlet, if not, fend
for it to the Bookfellers, and you will find a fort of

. fyllogifm to fhew; that refentment is unjuitifiable,
and complaint unreafonable, if our legal rights have
not been invaded.—ILegal rights,—and why that
term, legal rights? Do you mean, my Reverend
Sir, that any right (that of taxing ourfelves tor in-
ftance, if it be not confirmed by fome ftatute law,
is not a legal right; and therefore an invafion of fuch
right, will neither juftify refentment, nor authorife
complaint? I am afraid you do,—and yet I ko, € not;
for this alfo is.one point to be proved in fupport of
your hypothefis. In the name of America 1 deny
it. But if you mean tc fpeak fairly, and if by lega/

rights you mean what you ou;ht to make your own

argument conclufive, namely, thofe rights which

we are entitled to by the eternal laws of right reafon;
thea
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then the remainder of you;' tafk will be'to thew, that
our rights have not been invaded, and if that can
be done, then to be fure our corfiplaings are ground-
lefs.

Now then let us fee what the Friendly Addrefs
fays upon this fubject. Why the firft obfervation
is, that the duty on tea is no tax; for unlefs we pur-
chaf¢ it we don’t pay the duty, therefore it is quite.in_
our option, whether we will pay it or no. What.
<an be more equitable ?—I remember, abaut twelve,

cars agq; there was a madman in the Philadelphia,
i‘;ofpital, who imagined himfelf " monarch of thg
country thereabouts; and among other wild projeéts,.
fuch as'might be expeéted from a creature in that
fituation, he had one to tax the air. But may it
pleafe. your'Majefty, will fuch a tax be right ?. Air
was always common- and free, in the time -of your
Majefty’s royal progenitors and predeceffors. Wil
not your fubjects think this an arbitrary law, like:
the poll tax? Arbitrary! cried the prince, enraged;
and like the poll tax too! What rebels! Why, un-
Iefs they breathe, they don’t pay the duty, therefore
it is quite in their option whether they will pay ‘it
or no. What can be more equitable, I pitied the,
;;{r'oo,r man becaufe he was.mad.

Butyou fay tea is ® luxury. In fome refpe@s it
‘may be fo. And how, and where, fhall we draw a.
lIine, between the luxuries and the conveniences of
life? Or by what right can the one be taken away,
which will not affet_the other? Thofe who may
vightfully deprive us of luxuries, by. the fame rule
may as righttully deprive us of conveniences too.
And if in the plenitude of that power, which our

author
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-author fo apoftolically hath conferred, they fthould

deign to leave unto us the neceffaries of life, pray
by what ftandard {hall we determine thefe neccﬁa.nfs >

- Our bafeft bego‘ars
Are in the pooreft things fuperfluous.
Alldéw not nature more than nature needs,
Man’s life is cheap as beaft’s.

But to.return.—Our author next fuppofes, that
‘he is arguing with fome honeft American, who fhould
-deny the rloht of Parliament to lay this duty on tea.
To obviate this he quotes precedent. The Ameri-
can is then fuppofed to obferve, that the preccdc'u:
itfelf was wrong, wherefore no rlo‘lt could originate
from it; but tha.t together, with other fimilar wrongs,
it oucht to be done away.. Sois the argumcm frated
by himfelf. And he then, upon a {uppofition
that this tea duty is quite diftin¢t from a tax at-
tempts to fhew, that Parliament had 2 right to levy
it, merely as a regulation of trade.. Pray read the-
cighth and and ninth pages

Have you read them?—Why now your honour, [
will undertake to confute every thing contained there,
-1 will undertake to thew, that the author’s reaforting
‘does not apply to his purpofe cr fubject, any more
than the words Denmark and Ruffia, which as you.
fee are printed in large Italicks.—But what will it
fignify to take up fo much of yourattention; when is
is very like you had better be thinking on fome other’
affair. His confequence may be well fupporrcd on
rational ground; though, to his misfortune, he
could not difcover it. The right of Great-Britain -
o regulate the tradc of the colonies, fhall be admitted,
B2 - But
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‘But that the duty on tea is a regulation of trade and
‘notatax; this is the very mattér in controverly,

We are now arrived at the.confutation of one of
Mr. Locke’s arguments; which, fays our author,
s« appears to me weak and fophift.cal.”—7The argu-
ment as quoted by himfelf, ftands thus: * If: pa.rlla
ament has aright to take from us one penny” with-
out our confent, it has a right to ftrip us of our
whole property.” To confute which he obferves,
« A right to do'what is reafonable, implies not a
right todo what is unreafonable.”  And after a fhort
fimilitude about father and fon, he fays, ¢ Cafes may
* happen, inwhich it would be reafonable for Par-
< liament to take from us fome fmall matter, though
<« we were unwilling to- p.rt with it; buc the cafe
¢ can hardly be fuppofed, in which it would be rea-
¢« fonable to take from us every thing; unlefs we
< fhould have forfeited it.* And fo corcludes,
¢ There can be no right to do wrong™”’—And this is
the confutation.—I was fome time puzzled to make
-anything of it; "bat by comparing one part with
-arrother, we may at leaftguefs that he means what
follows: By the words, rcafonable to take from wus,
&ec: I prefume he intends, a right to take from us.
For, reafonable, in the proper fenfe of the word,
'will not anfwer his purpofe at all; becaufe if we in-
wert the propofition, it will be as reafonable for the
Legiflature of this province to take from the people
-of England, a fmall matter withotit zbeir- confent.
But that any fuch right could exift, the author of
the Addrefs would hardly allow. Throughout this
admirable confutation therefore, ‘let us fubftitute
right for reafunable, and wrong for unreafonable,
and then it will ftand thus A 'right to do what is

?'igbta
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riokt, implies ot a right to do <whit is wrong.  To take
Sromous cne penny without our confint i vigh, but fe
Serip us of our whole property ds wrong. Tluiefsie,
Parliament may bave a right to tolic from us ene penny,
witheut our confent, whick isvubty but this right does
‘not necofloridly imply, that Farlisment bas aright to firip
ws-of car whele propeviv, which is wrong,  Thzcfore
M. Locke's crgminent is confuted.  And in the tfame
way I will undertake to confute Euclid’s Elements,
from one end to the other.—Examine this argument,
this fine argument. It refts upon the affertion, thit
in fome cales Parliament may have a right to take a
{mall matter from us without our confent, which af-
ferticn is the very thing denied.  And fo the Gentle-
man’s wits and faculties, after prancing and curvet-
ing through a whole fection, bring him not one inch
nearer the end of his journey, than he was when he
firfk fet out.

So here again he-labours at a diftin&tion between
the du'y ontea, anda tax. But as to any difference
betwe. n them, that you krew i3 quite another aftair,
‘No matter for the difference, provided there be a
diitinction. May it pleafe your Reverence, when-
ever you are at a lofs for matter to vamp up into the
thape of another Addrefs; I have a dozen or two
fuch diftinétions, which are very heartily at your
Reverence’s fervice, very heartily I do afiure you.

Ah! what have we here? Another differtation on
the Britith right of regulati \g American trade? Yes.
Here it is, hip and thigh, import and export, back
ftroke and fore ftroke; bleflings on us, Ifay. What
a pity it is, that our author weuld not content him-
felf with a fimple afiertion here, as he has done in

thole
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thofe inftances, which réally required proof. Moft'
unfortunately, in endeavouring to eftablifh what we
would read'ly grant; he Liys his foundation on argu-
ments, which would overthrow every principle of
American liberty. T declare, reader, it is not my
intent.on to cheat you, by re-printing quotations
from the Addrefs. But unlefs you have bought it,
d do not know how otherwile to manage matters.

The fame want of penetration, which led our
author to imagine Mr. Locke’s argument weak and
foph ftical, now bewilders him with a JackO’Lant-
horn, inthe fhape of the word Englithmen. His
dritt is to fhew, we may be bound by laws we do
_not confent to, and yet pofiefs all the rights of
Euglyfb-men. For, fays he, Englifimen can have
no right to be exempted from the authority of an
Englith Parliament.  After this he blunders a little
about majurity and minority, hints at virtual repre-
fentation, and fays fomething-of ‘Englith American
ground. To anfwer which at once, thofe who do
not immediately perceive the fallacy, are defired to
confider, that the perfons who make laws for Eng-
land, are to be bound by them when they have done.,
And that no exiftence whatever, except Almighty
God, canhave anatural right to make laws binding on
others, which the law-maker isexempt from. True
itis fuch power may be ufurped, ‘or through politi-
cal neceffity conceded.  Ufurpzd as the Britith power
of taxing America, conceded as the power of regu-
lating trade, which after fuch conceffion, becomes
aright. Greater rights they cannot have; unlefs
fome mode can be invented, to incorporate us into the
grand legiflature of -the empire, on conftitutional
principles.  But let us examine his Englifh arguiment.

The
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The .wordvEnglifh above, is printed in Italicks, and.

feparated from the word, men. In reading the fen-
tence, leave out Englifh and the argument is gone.
Now I do aver, and will maintain, that to confeat
to laws binding upon us, is one of thofe rights
which we enjoy as men, and not merely as Englith-
men. In quality of rational and free agents, we
enjoy it. A right granted by our Creator, when he
formed us of theclod! That great charter by which
he confirmed it,s may be read in the human frame:
A charter fealed with the breath of life. To this
r_ight every man is and muft be entitled; itis annex-
. ed as an infcperable appendage to our exiftence, and
altho’ the Englith law hath fecured it to the Englith
fubje, yet a Frenchman or Turk is as much enti-
tled to 1t, by the law of nature. That this title
hath not been ratified by political inftitutions, is s
mi¥prtune, and 7 am forry for it, :

/So you fee, reader, all this trouble might have
been fpared, if the poor creature had not moft un«
luckily laid hold of that faid word, Englifh: which
indeéd from the face of his\pcrformancc, he does .
not appear to underftand. The laft part of the ar-
gument we are now upon, arifes froma fact I am not
inclined to difpute, though I do not believe it. He
avers that we have been offered reprefentatives in the
Common's Houfe, if we would fend them over. Be .
this as it may, I agree with him that we have done
wifely in not accepting the offer if ever it was made,
Or in other words, to have accepted it, would have
been folly. Now then hear him. ¢ After refufing
it, they have no reafon to complain.” That is to
fay, becaufe we have 7ot committed folly, we have
no right to complain of injuftice, Yet this is an

Addrefs 1o all reafonable Americans, The
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- ‘The next attempt of this mafterly Addrefs, is to
impeach the val'd.ty of thofe compadls, which feve-
ra: colonies have made with the crown. Thefe com-
pats can be confidered in no other light, than as
covenants by the King, in confideration of fetiling
the defart; that he would protect the fetders and
their deenlants, in the enjo. ment of their natural
righis. It his Mgty chufes to withdraw this pro-
tection—Dbe it fo.  The King can dono wrong. But
I wiih there had been a lincal ‘warrantee from his
min tters. Some of them are of noble defcent, and
have fo high an opinion of the honour of Britifh
Pecrs, that T believe few of them would infiinge
{uch folemn agreemcnts. However, fuppofe the
King fhould withdraw this protection,—Are our
rights therefore annihilated? No.  Thofe rights were
conferred by the King of Xings, and no earthly
Potentate can take them away.

_Not long fince I faw a Letter from a Veteran, to
the Officers of the Army at Boft n: I pray the au-
thor to receive my thanks, for the urear pleafure
enjuyed in the reading of it. I think I could eafily -
pereeive in ity the traces of that manly, generous,
biave, and free difpofition; which mark the characs
ter of the Soldier and the Gentleman, ’

If, to his thare fome little errors fall,
View his kind heart, and you forgive them all.

Tam almoft afraid to return immediately to the
Addrefs, becaufe comparifons are odious. Make
none, genile rexder, 1T befeech thee; but obferve
ow author here infinuates, that he hath fhewn,
* that in reality no proper 7z of the colonier is in-

fringed
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Fringed by the late a&t of Parliament.” ,Pray new, how hath
ke {hewn .it? Why by three affertions, ne'ther of ‘vhith is in
the leaft proved, as Ltook occifion to obferve beio e in treat ng
of them refpe@tively.—The firft is, that th= duty on tea is ne
tax. The fecond, that if a tax, iris a faall »ae, and Parlia-
ment hath a right to take from us a fmdll meteer with u: nur
confént. And the third, “that a man may be rightfulty bound
By laws which he does not, and cannot affentto,

"Thefe are the main pillars of this formidable argument; not
ane of which hath'the leai folidity : And therefore the provi-
dent suthor, fearful perhaps of their inflabilivy, before h> ven-
tures to chatge us with fedition, privy confpiracy 2ud reb.1i on,
to anathematife us for falfe do&rine, herefy, and ichifm; or to
repioach us for hardnefs of heart, ana contempt of his word
@nd command; reverts to his original confiderations, about pru-
dence and policy, on what he calls the fuppcfition, and Ameri-
cans the fa&, -that we have been really injured.

But thefe confiderations, do net feem to be well confidered ;
becaufe he takes it for granted in the firft inftance, that rhe peo-
Pple of Bofton were criminal in deftroying the tea. And the word
Bofton, fome how or other fafcinating his imaginat'on, he is
hurried away with a torrent of inveétives. The deftruétion of
the tea, fays he, ¢* was a compound of the groffelt :njury and
¢ infult, an alt of the higheft infolence to government, fuch
¢ as mildnefs itfelf cannot overlock or forgive.” .The only
fault of all this and fome more of the fame kind is, that it is
rather mifplaced; for it wounld anfwer tolerably wellin a fermon
againft bla{phemy.

" Let me intreat the reader’s attentionto a fimple tale: Thofe
who are inclited to doubt it, will find unqusftionable evidence
in a pamphlet, called, A true State of the Proceedings in
the Parliament of Great-Britain, and in the Province of the
Maflachufetts-Bay, &c,

. Intheyear 1761, 1762, 1963, the dutcous conduft of the,
- Maffachufetts, was exemplary and a-kaow!rdgel.—In 1764,
the ftamp-at was threaténed, and a daty impeied for raifing a
revenue in America. ‘The Houfe of Jiepreien atives refolved,
that it is unconftitational, to take their money without their
confent. In 1765, the feveral Affemblies petitioned againft the
famp-act; whiclf they had no right to do, becaufe—ir was «

C monzy
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Money Bill : confequently the petitions _were diﬁ'cgzrded
and the bill was paffed.” The &iaffahuleirs then propo(cc‘.
a Conerels of Delegates from the ivveral Affemblies; and the
Congrefs petitioned the king: but the Congrels was an uncon-
fitutional body ; wherefore our gacious mafter (that year)
was affl.&ted with a great deafrneic. In 1766, the Affembly
petitioned  againil their Guvernor, * one Francis Bernard,
for affuming, with his Ceurct, the powers of legiflation.
This accufation was very ju't, and therefore to make it was ve-
rv imrertinent. A Nen-importaton in Mmerica, opened the
cars of the Pariiament in Eicliad; andin 1766, the Stamp 4&
was repealed. In 1767, 4 hervevenue adt pafled ; whereupon
the A% inb!y of that province prefesied a petition at the foot
of the throne ; and wrote to the other Aflemblies to join in it,
which was a piece of great prefam; ton.  In 1768, the Affem-
bly was ordered to refcind the re:. lve, by which thofe loiters
had been wiitien, on pain of Aitl.intion; which peremptory
mandate preduced a petiticn, and o'fo a2 letter to the {ccrctary
et late.---- About the fame time foine {exmen were preffed con-
trary to 2n alt of purlioment; the people of Bofton petitioned
the rgovernor on this aifuir ; but his iency had né bufinefs
to inteifere in the Admiral’s depastament, A veflel alfo was
feized in a manner which i1ritited the mob, and they were fuch
feoundrels as to refent the infult; confequently they were guil-
ty of treafon and rebellion, for drubbing the worthy colle&or.
An army was fent there 1mmediately, but then there was an
24t of partiament aguimt quuartering them on the pecyle, there-
fore the governor 1iffued his commiffion, to d'ipen™ with the
adt, for a royal martyr had done {o before him. The people
then petitioned the governor to czll an affembly ; this was re-
taird, for bufinefs could better be done without one. Difap-
reinted 1in this, they appointed a convention, the rzzn.bers
vlicreof irritared by what they called their wrongs, }'If‘f"l?tt’d
anc:hicr humble petition to the King; wherefore in 1769, the
troows, out of a jutt contempt for their pufil mimity, fhot three
broce by way of flarting the covey.  But it was imyo:lible his
Mrieny's troops could have been the aggrefiors ; therefore there
mult have been an infurretior of the prople. This was clearly
the cafe alfo from Judge Cl'ver's narration ; yet near an hun-
dred credible witnefles, had the impudence to fwear, that his
narration was falfe. Confequently to repsir the breach in his
charaéter, it was neceflary that he fiould be appointed Lieute-.
nant Governor, which happened zcccrdingly. In 1769, the Af-
fembly prefented apother petition, cgainit their guverner Ber-
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»asd.  He prorogued the Aflembly, went to England immedis,
ately, obtained an order for a hearing on the peuiivin upcn the
28th of February, and got the prorogation of -he Atiembly con-
tinued until the 14th of March. INotwithftanding ol thi:, the
Aflebly never tupported their charge wilh any proor; becaufe
.the prorogations renuured it impoflible 5 coufequently the peti-
tion was groundlefs, vexatious and {candalous, as every body
will eafiiy tee. Inthe year 1772, 1773, the Affembly took the
liberty to petition agur, which was at teaft forward anu iti-bred,
wherelore no notice wus taken ot what they alledged. In De-
cember 1773, the dutiable ‘Tea arrived. I have during the
courie of this ftory, om teed many things which were thought
very grievous by tne people of the Maiiachufetts bay, tor the
fakeof brevity, and becaute the recital of all their complaints,
might pofli.ly flame mens minds at this dangerous juncuure 3
a tning I wouid with to avoid, for I have great refpect for the,
clergy. '

In December 1773, the dutiable Tea arrived at Bofton. It
was evident that 1f this commodity was landed, there would be
many purchafers among the governors creatures. Frudence
therefore required, that it ought to be fent back. The gover-
nor would uot permit this, and the neceflity was then clear,
¢ither that the Tea muit be deitroyed, or the act fubmi.ted to.
Wearied out with lor.g oppreflion, and driven to deiperation by
regeated infults, a few daring men went difguifed to the thip
aud dethioyed the ‘l'ea.---Upon this tale 1 fhdli make no com-
ment, it .ecds none. But fo relieve the reader’s actention, I
‘will mention an incident of a more lively compiexion i---
Two young gentlemen found a cat fitting pea.eab.y in one
corner of the parlour: She was a geaue anumal, and a
good moufer. Young men love fun, fo they fhut the aeor
and windows, and feriited her about, till the and they were hear-
tily tired : At length, in a violent leap from her periecurors,.
the cat fell in the midft of an elegant fet of china : to lole a
China cupand fawcer, by means ot a vile car, was too much to
be patiently borne, and poor pufs was murdered for not icam-.
pering up the chimney.

Now after this digreffion, let us return to the pamphlet,
and fee what is faid about the punithment of this crime, which
mildnefs itieif could neither overlook nor fergive. A very mild
punifhment fays he, forit was only fhutting up the port. Now

fhutting
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fhatting up +the port, w 5, as we all know, only deftroving the
trade © a Ao B! ly a ir'fle, as we hasi dee L, 2ad by,
“ Sueyv, (.rie: our au: :hor) a:ne who lave as h’ h a fenfe of
Y i puiltas o rovac, can h nk this pummmw( too fevere
< fi. thecrime, wonidered urder Jats Agginy vaticr.s. Forno
€ pecpor me en'tled to the ufe of any S nage, w hich rhcy
f6 anteny abufe to ihe injur yof\tnex« “hete obfervations
are caiculuted to thew the equity of the port bv-l let us ice
then, w' ~tier ourauthe: hama fotuaaey i, d upon {found
re:" 1 i this intae o, afer {Wiling o e “fren.---'L e advant. e
whic. the Bulloniais are lrpried of, is their trade ; and there-
for hw o trad- mudt be the totug v hich :h- YW utonly avuled,”

N o, brwint figore of {pect h " the uE‘L[rL wun of the Tea can
b\ - L_La m. ter ofroade, ur what kind of trade it is, I am at
a lo's to coucelvz.---1Do not my, that th1s is 2 verbal criciciim,
Su.h hins T ovele.ve for anthers of greater perfpuulry The

eq. 'ty . every puinment depends on irsrelation to the crime.
N wallwine, thaithedefticvers f the ‘Tea, were guxlty of a
v'.‘le‘ it cutreous rior; I thali be ¢fad to know, what kind of
rel. there 's in the nature of th ngs, between a riot corumit-
ted bx rty o fory e, and the ru'n of many honeft tzadef~
nien, bya toral e fio. of that commece on which theylub-
fv. . et «hi'sisamiLp and ajust t,un thmeat. I have .an-

&y ennivierd taedel anencies of tins proogle; were I to give
L3 a n.me, noth: ng but that love of ‘nm‘ = w.ich fantufies
ev yin 1. to obiun t, nothing but that fhoald prevent me,
fron oro Yieg their condadt as a tamenefs under infults which
yr v ke ther.

‘I he ne.taempt o our worthy p'&mphleteerr to {hew, that
€ oo anhoaen i e B toma 15, was not hafty and precipi-
€ tar:,? i, ceaons thas: In dommon cales, a crimnal

v~ht 0 me %1 d; bat chis is an uncommon cafe ; courts of
jut'ce sur bt nor to - odemn unheard, but the legiitirure may.
N et us icostanize the invinfic value of thefe ioypettions.
A idos ks aheey, ura he e, or ravithes your wire, or mur-
der you feher Jutice holds up on high her equ. fuales 5
25 .ar alad to the human arore, let nim be heard in his
d'.‘fv?'n_':; atiwr ninet:-uine guﬂrv c.caye, than one innocent
per f1: bu thoild a man bura the tecih- p' k f a court miftre(s,
or i cvont the prime minifter from pifing i his pocket, or deftroy
{ mu: [y Tez, 0 fave his eftate; 1n fuch wicommin ¢ fe, efpe-
svifoiaery-nine inno ntar eto (uﬂer, left one guilty cl.
in fuliunesmmon cafe the o mis, let them not be heard. Do
youaskwhy? 1be anfweris plain: If fuffered to makea defence,
they
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they cannot be convifted.---So much for the cale : Now for the
tribunal,—If 2 man commits any of the crimes firlk m2ao.ed
2gainit the known .aws ¢t the land, 1ubject to acertamm prua.ry,
the maximis, let him be hiard But as to whe latt fort, [ uu -
able by a new law, in a nbw ihode, botn framed' .i.er e b
committed, poliyis of cpinion, that ‘hﬁ‘}’ fhouid not be h=ard,

lett che varles, fuuid except to her mode »f pries eds, gs aga: ‘..l
them. All which 1s addrefled to the )eu//m/é e Amias.

But (fays hein the next paragragn) w0 nvoive the .naocoat
wita the guxlty, is an inccaven ence which al WAYS accy iy
attends punifhments intlicted on a peopiz, whetes by wew ur

nan,  And agamn, it was galiricaily impoiinie to feiedt the L=
cent of Boflon frem the guucry. Ve ail rememnber ke vy f
Sodom and «.omorrah, Itisun excelient leifon to the Froiee. .f
the earth, The inhao'tants of tnefe cities, intamous by . .r
vices to the laft de.ree, became {o obaox . .us to the Sup.- e
Beng, thatin aiger, be refolved to defltroy tne. . Ve:inad ame
becn ave mea, ciiy five men, who waked upishiy oorie

God; had only five fuch mea dweit in dodom a.d ue r '.f‘v,
no ﬁAe had deicenued from Heaven to confume them, uiiaot
Becaufe amopng thiry tiouand foais sn Lo.cn, thiny tuve

ofiznied; in vain thul the multitude plead inniconce, s aa
eemption from rain.  Bluth Homan -yt This 1s by o 1oL
necettity, which muft hereafter Juitit; the tayniy thatdofeaceoy
town 1n athes, and drenching it in the bluod or its Lunabaiass,

———— Merciful Heaven!

Thou rather with thy tharp, and fulp’.’rous bolt,

Split’it the unwedgeaolc, and gnalled onlk,

Than the foft myrile. Yea, but man, proud man?
rwina little briet authority;

Mol ignorant of what he’s moftafinrd,

His go1vy eflence: Like an anc-, ape,

Plays fu_ii fantaitick tricks bedore high Heaven,

As makes the Angels weep,

Becaufe thirty have offended, a who!z colany is pun Kf‘d =d. And
for what offence ? An oieunce fo fmall, fo ditp
punifhed, that the _eneral voice of the continent hata JLL
thuctie; fuffer in the cuufe of Americanliberty.  Here ourau-
thor bw‘ns to leove the aths of icgic, andtoenter t.e alle,s of
Bilicgiszate.  Beneath Ris formung hand, American hierty
ftarts t0:th 2 monfter ot ]1cent10um| 5. And in his idez, to
freen our milerable fellow-creatures from that PUBLIC J Uy x}iC;

- whic
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which kath been created for them; is giving fhelter to the raving.
enthuiict, who hath murd.red hic prince.—B.ld metaphors
and ilor d language, are the nmén.:ic_cnt trappings of. reafon,
and truth; and when falthood or tu:ly is thus arrayed, it pro-
vokes at once our indignation and cuilteinpt.

But neither bold mets
fome caufes 1 well as b.i1 (v -tions. 1 have heard ot lawyers,,
who Ly the alliltance of that invincible front which is the pre-
feripive privilege of their profeffion, frame evidence as they go.
alonwr, and {peak fluently on fadts which neverexfied.  In like.
moner and in humble imitaticn, to evince the propricty of the
aét, for new medelling the government of Mudiichulets; our
anthor firples not to atfirm, that ¢ no priv are curtailed
¢ by the act, but fuch as had been abuied and jo:icited, overand
¢ over, toihe great injury and difturbance of that jrovince, as
*¢ well as to te dil ncur and reproach of the ravon.” The
inftrotions of thi: act, @ :o0 their matter | do not object to; for
it hath long tzen my opinion, that the gavernment of that co-.
Ionv wasin it fo i wnd comprection, too like a Kepubly, for
the true {pirit of our co stiruton. Baras to the m.uner; even
fupp i r thede regalations to be a decree fubttantiahy juft, and
m.aie by a courthaving proper juri{diction, fill there is mani-
fett impropricty.—:t 1:, and while I have exiftence, it fhall be
my fentment; that no ma», no body of men, in any caafe,
beiure any tribunal, can be leg:lly affected by wny determination,
where an opportunity isnct g.ven, for making adetence.  Had
this been ucne in the preicat inftance, perhaps his M.jelty’s
Miniiters would not have deemed them fo criminal, as they now
do. But waving this idea, I am fure the author of the Addrefs
at leaft, aficr the pointed altraons Le has made, oughtin com-
men juttice to have thew a, how the privileges he fpeaks of had
been abujed and forfeited. T'his, however he thoughtit prudent
to omit. —

aphors, nor yet bold language, >rve

That Al -'u'vration 1s irritated with Bofton, that it hath
caufe to be iriitated, I frecly acknowledge: And this is the
caufe of the anger they fecl, and the revenge they have taken,
‘The people of that town, and the colony it belongs to, have
b:or forward and active, inftating and demanding, thelr rights
and liberties; theyv have addrelizd, petitioned, ann remonfirated
to Minifters, Parliamenr, and King; they have founded the
aluor, when the enem; attacked our privileges; and they have
boc tiie grand obitacle to an American tyranny. If to dothup

3
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%5 2 forfeiture of privileges; if to do thus is an abufe of them,
who would hold {fuch privileges on fuch tenure? Moltreadily do
I grant, thar it was a dithonour and a reproach ta the nation,
and its rulevs too; that they fo often made ufe of their rizht to”
petition and to remonftrate. ‘Great was the caufe, or fuch fre-
quent complaints would not have been obtruded. For this was
their guilt, this was their impertinence ;—fuffering they cci-
plained.

We come now to the Quebec A€t. On this fubje@ I fhall not
wminutely follow ~ur author, for the fubftance of what he favs,
being levelled at the fo’lowing propoiitionsof the Congrefs; that
the government of Canada is rer lered arbigrary, thatthe pesple
are deprived of trial by jury, and that the i{oman Carholick re-
ligion is eftablifhed; if T fhall be able to thew that thefe propo-
fitions are true, then what he hath faid to the contrary, will be
of no avatl. And firft, what can be more arbitrary than this?
A Governor and Coyncil appointed by, and dependent on the
Crown, are the legiflature of a whole region. They may fit at
home, and frame edits for the extreme't parts of that vaft pro-
vince, without any one check frem the people. They may tax
the colony as they pleafe, or hand it over to be fleeced by the
Britith Commans. They may invent new crimes, and affix to
them fuch new penalties, and make them cognizab!= sefore fuch
new Courts, as they fhall think meet at te'r {cvereign willand
pleafure, they may feize and imprifon any member of the com-
munity ;» or elfe more certainly and entirely, toruin and opprefs
him, they may caufe fome minion of power to inilitte an ation
for his whole fubftance, and try him and condemn him, by the
arbitrary principles, and more arbitrarv judges of the civii law.
For, in the fecond place. it is clear toa deimonttra-ion, that trials
by jury cannot be had there now ; and it is equally clear that
they never can exiit hereafter, uniel. the Governor and Cousncil
chufe to rikk and diminith their power, by introducing this free
and generous branch of Englifh jurifprudence. How probable
it is that they will thus put a curb on their own wantonnefs, I
leave any man in his fenfes to determine.  But thirdly, itisnot
civil tyranny alone, which iz planted in Qucbes, to overthadow
that immenfe country. I'rom the {ame puionius root, arifes the
moit horrible religinus tyranny, thac my mind is capable of con-
ceiving.—What cllabliiment can any religion have in any
country on earth, unlefs it be a'lezal provifion for the fuppurt
of its clergy? Look thro’ Europe. See if Popery is in any oiher
manner effblthed in any one country, than by payment of

’ tyihee
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trhes, and proe®inn of Priefts.  Is not this an eftablifiment!
I. it ~ot nore? Is it'not an encourarement? He who o .uld
g Cuthe-, muft reortrsfire ard fvord; thea pamonce of woft
bo-hasnu ace and nn'ions, whofe annals dit:uft human -y,
Ba: th- -bje tion is, that w'en 12y maa is convered, hi, Ma.
jelsmay The ~isafte, eacourage ric Proteftant Clergy as he
pleais, rut of the tythee paild Lere to ths Roman Prieft,
Allneine <hs aronmens to have weithr, which ivdeed it has
n ooy oo owhar lilkel? ‘ond is there :hat uny mae will be con-
vere'? Do o in tsthe tender ~hid (of dum and {cionce:
17+ then can it ~xiitia the bo'd boinmof sgnorant de/uoiiim ?
Wit the parn oo~ of one ear'h'y friena. \Withont a fiaole
In ancient duy o the Rom™h Charlh
was afirm borrter ceaindt Lhemrrmchmm (."I‘m}'ai preroyvative,
Thr C}ﬂ"v,’ denearut 0a ihe Yo pe as =7 unive £l head, da-
£-1 the mer-ces of king'v power, " Thus were p prlar piivi-
Iraenin thele time fr"qum ty protedted by powviar inperitition,
O - Miniters by a rennement of modsrn 1y, h'we ade
the Church of Romeas a t\vm fifter to the Church of ngsand,
O fubtle Miniiters have niaced the King of Engand in iz
fame ﬁtuarmn with the Runzn pontilf Evervd gmtar) of the
Chaoitis dependenton im, belides which he i b £ il power o
21wt fuch Eectefiatica} Cousts, with fuch jacifdictions as he
fhali Giink meer. Tho- , all the bigony, ali tiie fuperitition of a
relic'on :Ab"vndlngm both Ixe)o Wl any whi oh the world hach be-
hald . al‘,:\ j:1in his Raoy ‘.;I haad to be uird 1'}‘1~ Roevalwilland
~. To th's full ﬂn».c macy over their fouls, are juined the
fui'et rempora] proveers, ket legiflarive and judicind; fo that
Like the anclent Fos "‘hs, hP.1S J\mg Puicil and Prophet. To
£ 7 the dreadful (viem, ald 2l the executive powers of tha
State, and cncicle ‘the whole wrth a flinding army, ’tis then
compleat, [Thefe are fadte? 2l and whenever a o icned monerch
in venr nee fhatl arife: then fhall we beliold lnm. the u\ il

and religicas tvran®, of a province “]"1\.}1 extends over haii ;he
Caninent of America, Such is the terde ey’ of the Canada
Eidl. Vew it, confider it, ponder upen it, in the cooleft,
oot temporate - difpofivion 5 behold its confequences, and tiiz
mild e of reafon “will be cxoud“d w E th a tear. .

oo to cover its nax

The next part o the Addrefs is to fhew, that the other Colo-
rics need not trouble their heads abou: Bofton or Quebre. A3
to whar he fays ohvone Conbess Thelleve with Wm, dhat there
is no intention of i . Pepery suto the other colond
Qur Minifters, or 1xiher hiater, have maore underftancing than

to
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%0 entertain fo wild an opinion. Nor would I perfivade mans
kind to become Knights LErrant, and wantonly undertake the
quarrels, and fight the battes of other people. But I will leave
it to any mran, nay, I would almcft appeal to the author of the
addrefs himfelf, to determine ; whethera country hasnot great
reafen to fear the lofs of its libertics, when furrounded by a mul-
ttude of flaves ; efpecially when thole flaves are inbued with

rinciplcs inimical to it, and united together in ore common
intereit, profeflion and faith, under one ccmmon head, and fup-
ported by all the weight of a large empire. Does not experi
ence give additional force toevery folicitous apprehenfion ?

His ideas about Bofton amount to this: that we fhould a&
like wife foxes, for fear of being docked : or, in plain Englith,
view with unconcern the deftruftion of that capital, without
daring to interpofe for its prefervation. I beg pardon for re-
peating a vulgar flory : A Scotchman upon his arrivalat aninn
filled with travellers, crept into bed between an Englithman
and an Irithman: towards the morning the Englithman was
awaked by an inundation from his new bed-fellow, ¢ zounds,
‘¢ fays h=, what are you about ?” Hoot, koct, mon, cried the
politic Scot, “¢ lye down quict ; I have done worfe to him be-
¢ hind me.”

Eut the author c{ the addrefs tells us: the difpute with Great-
Britain is e lana caprina. I learnt a little Latin at {chool, fo
with the help of my fcholarfhip, and from what follows, I con-
Jjecture that thissmeans goats wool : That thisto fay, all the
grievances America has laboured under for a dozen years paft,
amount to a meer trifle ; which is fo fhockingly abfurd, that it

. would be ridiculous to honour it with the ceremony of a con-
futation, ‘

As to the thought of eftablifhing a republic in America,
brezking off our connexion with Great-Britain, and becoming
independent : I confider it as the moft vain, empty, fhallow,
and ridiculous proje@, that could peflibly enter into the heart
of man. I do not believe there are five hundred on the conti-
nen’, who have the lead pretenfions to common fenfe, and who
would not rifque their deareft blood, to prevent fuch meafures :
This fuppofition, therefore, and what relates to it, I conﬂde.r
meerly as an introdution tohis cenfures on the Congrefs, Thefe
cenfures feen to be the main bufinefs-and intention of the pam-
phlet.  If therefore in the avowed purpofe of it (a conﬁdcratio.r;

»
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of the oranT-ion in Amariza on principles of prudence and po-
Eory Iisaize ableto fhew, that rhc author is much mlﬂakcn in
cn - desnir e thof» meafures whi:h the Congrels hath - ., (20
then all ki \ul' nition upon t’nc fi:jedt, " will be as the Adl‘
wind, which pzizthawsy and is heard no mor-.

The it refleCtions he r'{ilS on this refne@zl'e body, are for
adopting the Suffoll: refely Thr woperity and bitternofs
which anpeess in this (Uhe parajsied are to be attributed
t6 the wieat warmth oi i< reverend co npuxbr. ileproaches from
mun are ea“ly foroiven ; c..1 that mecknefs of difpo-
non \”hu.). atteads the miniiters of peace, \vill I hope mode-
r2zc the vachrifian tm.npoxts of our authors .1, as {foon as his
: woversd. By a member of the Lw.rru(s, whofe
honor and \era.cxty fland unimyeached, Lam ed tode-
chie, that the Cengrefs did notadopt the Skmoh;...u,;-, hat
thefe refolves were never fo much as read for debate ; and that
1 o0 the common 2 o, the fenfe of that body was, that it

w25 PIOper to ¢ ICinii nd moderaie and pasiic condud, fup-
‘ported by {i-mneis and refolution.  The L ma‘mgc of the Con-
prefs, in conieguence of thic deterinination, 15 as follows :

pare d

floed wpninlman

e TOA LRI

Th twe th orr"m.y aporeve the wijdom and fortitede, with

which eppeiition beon hitherto condufted: and eurncitly re-
commend a1 pevfeverance in theicme firm and temperate condaét,
as expivied 1n the refoln Now then Iappool to the
4, \\l cther this is the cordi “pﬁcb"*ion ofan independent -
Whether it is a trenfport of joy on the news of
Whether it s a Jeau> with the worft enemies of A-
oo, farddyitisnet. The fair :;putatlon of thoifc uentle-
men who com r‘ofed the Congrefs, render fuch imputations
lmelt uny »le. It is a duty therefore incumbent on the
author of the Atdrefs, to make fome puo-‘c acknowledgement ;
y did indecd expe@ that fome conititution would have been
! ure and eltublifh the freedom of America,
ard the fover - of that fupreme lcglﬂiturc, which oucht
certainly to nu\ v the whele eianire,  This is 2 confummation
dex outl" to be withed for, but itis not the work of a moment.
Ecldes, 1t mlght have bcen thourhit prefumptuous in them to
vadericke what Is pro; pediy the Fufinefs cf the Britifh Parlia-
mienr, and the relpetive Iogiflatures of the Continent, “}/lhy
: then
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‘then are thofe perfons, who have generoully mvutcl their fara
vices to the Public, why are they to be cenfured, for a Zn of
omifiion; which at any rateis paxdonuble on the "co;e of human,
mﬁrmlry ?
* Much paperis confumed in the Adurefa, to paint thofe horrors

which await on civil wir.  To this [ have uo OUj 3 Fer
(there is not a creature living, to whom fuch a profpit i> nisie
terrible than myitlf.  And [ dare fay, a candia dcunpt\on of
my own frelings on the fubjalt, would convey as genuvin: m LuS
of deteftation for.that noAuub cataftrophe, &s the l1bore je-
riods of the author before vs. Dut I fee no reafons for fach appre-
heAfions. Weither dothink that man a fiiend to either coun-
try, who fpeaks of war beiwreen them excentin the file of con-
tempi.  Toimagine that America can cope with Great Lilnin
is the excels of ftupidity. \And even if we were capable of the
conteft, were we ceriz’a of obtsining viory, I'fhould pray that
.the hand in which I held my pen, mlght wither e'er it drew the
fword.—But let not the dread of power, diuw off our atiention
from the puriuit of freedom. Let vsin every inflance follow
that examj le which cur author recommends,  Ia imivation of
the inhubitints of Rye; whenever either duty to the mother
country, or enthtfia{m in the caufe of humanity, fhall hurry us
beyond the true line, of patriotifin cr obediencze, let us take
tie earlieft or)portun?ty ta retradt our erross, and acknow!
our miftakes.—Rcfiftance azainit opp >n, 1s the undeub:
provitzre of mankind; but civil refilanize alone, is Julnfable 1n
civil icety. :

T ceme now to what our author hath {id ¢f the nen-imperin.
tion ar —"1'ks he Jiliens to the cutting off an arm, for
a fere on caz of the fia e, Similics ave very agreczbic and
proper, where they Linu tnothrow Dote on the fu wju& —1
if a man hath a fore on his finger, Lz will naturaily 1o
fter to it If the finger grows worfe, and he m\,,.vs tis
funds for a furgeon. 1f tho topic.! zpplications of the
are inefficzcions, and a ‘ganqgicne cnfucs, the parts aic!
and the bone cleanfzd. If this fzi1s of fuccets, 2 nd cor
fpreads alous the limb, and chrezicns the vitals, the ealy hope
whicl remains is from amputation. True it is, the patient ..“,'
loofe much blood by the incifion of his aricrics, and desth i(-
fc'f may be the coniequence. But by widergoing it he hasa
chance for life, and otherwife his cafe 1s demmm. Asan en-

Dz : couragement,
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eouragement in fuch difficult emergencies, the fcriptures tell us,
if thy member offendeth thee, catit off, and caft it away.

Now, reader, let me entreat your patience a little while longer.
Pray obferve. 'The liberties of this country have been infringed
in an articleof trade. Commion fenfe informs us, that if one
impofition is admitted, aacther wiil follow. Peiitions and re-
monflrances, have been prefented in vain. When we refufed
tae dutiable commodity, it was almoft forced upon our accept-
ance. No hope therefore remains from common efforts.  And
the queftion is reduced to this fhort alternative: Which is moft
advantageous, commerce c¢r freedom? One or the other, we
miul forego. 'Theone for 2 time, or the other forever. I will
wave the common obfervation, which is level to the loweft capay
ity, that without freedom trade cannot flourith. But I muft
leave to examine, frum reafon and experience, Whether a
wtiva of trade will not procure us relief?

Tlothing is more evideat, than that the trade between Britain
and the northern colonies, brings yearly very large fums of
money to the loiter.  That the balance of all the other trade
the eujoys, ison the whole againft her, | And that her annual
expences amount to an enormous fum, great part whereof is
taid into foreign count.les, os intereft for the national debi I
1t not then equally eviden:, that a fufpenfien of her comimerce
with us, muli'greatly diftrefs her? And to heighten this diftrefs,
what can be morc effetual than to embarrafs her trade with the
iflands? Every good hrart would with to avoid this, and it is
not our fmallefl misfortune, that to make men reafon, we mut
aazke them feel.  Xloprny would ithe if the authors of our mi-
iery, were the only fwirereis. Vo effet this defirable purpofe
woh.d butene way, which vasto iajure the revenue, in fuch
inanuer as 10 hokd them up to the refentment of the nation;
and this has Leen donc.—The v.ifet meafures may £, but
thels at leat promife fucce’s.~—Great-Britain may indeed very
eafily putan extie fizp to all our commerce. Eut this (if we
may believe the Addret) is a mild punifbment on Boflon.  And
il {o, why cannot w= all undzrzo1t? No, fays he, inflied on
2ll of us, 1t would be vory feveres It would fo,but I truft not
Liting. Will a foppace of our trade, pay the debts we owe
ia England? Will thutting up cur ports, breed failors for the
pavy of B.irain? Millions in Lurope are fed by the American
plough; while bread can ke purchafed on this continent will

-y Harve? Will the Monarchs of Fiancc and Spain fee their
{ubje&ls
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ﬁbje&l perifh, that Americans may be reduced to flavery? All
thefe things may happen, and after all, this country is capable
of Tupporting its inhabitants." ‘

Great are the difficulties we labour under, and many are the
-gbftacles we muft furmount. For the road to freedom and
virtue, is not firewed with flowers, but fprinkled with thoms, -
Perhaps our fortitude is nat'equal to the tafk, if fo, we deferve:
the confequences. But remember, that the mother-country
mutt fuffer with her colonies: Remember, that a Non-Impor-
tation has once procured a redrefs bf our grievances. Remember
that Concord is the parent of fuccefs.  Remember, that the
worft which can poflibly befal us, even at the laft, is that very
flavery which we muft now refift or fubmitto. O Americans!~
thefe confiderations are fubmitted to you.  Attend, and uray
the God of wifdom, who foreknoweth all human events, fodi-
re& you, as is moft comformable to the myfterious intentions of
his Divine Providenice, For the good of his creatures, muft be
the will of him who is infinite goodnefs,

POSTSCRIPT.

X thought it right to meet the author on bis own groand,
#nd therefore no motice is taken in the foregoing fheets, of
. that wery equitable Bill, which makés offences in the co-
lonies, triable in Englind. A Bill by which the maft
criminal partizan of gevernment may be fereened from pu-

nifbment
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wifbment. A Bill by which any poor man in America, riap
be torn from all the tendereft conneltions of lifey dragged
in ‘thains acrofs the Atlanti: Peean, and left there fricid.

Bf5 and forlorn, with the bleffed slternative to flarve or

bang.  This olfo is-public juftice—mild purti/hment—ang

political neceffity,



