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COLONIAL INTERCOURSE.

No. I.

THeE commercial intercourse between the United
States and British Colonies in America is, it seems,
again become the subject of negociation. It was
hoped, and believed, that this question had, by the
act of 1825*, and the order in council, which
followed it in July 1826, been permanently set-
tled; not indeed upon the best terms to be de-
sired, but perhaps upon the best to be obtained;
and in which all parties interested, the colonists
in the West Indies and North America, the ship
owners aud British merchants, acquiesced, and
have since been exerting themselves to make the
most of the conditions established. For it is with
the regulations of commerce, as with the rules of
property, scarcely of more consequence that the
law be wise, than that it be certain and per-
manent.

Such a state of things however has been by no

* Stat. 6 Geo. 1V, cap. 73.
B
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means equally agreeable to the Americans. They
immediately, in 1826, attempted to open negocia-
tions for a change. Fortunately there happened
at that time to be in the foreign department a
statesman, who, whatever might have been his
other errors, was at least exempt from any mis-
anderstanding of American questions, or of the
policy and character of their government. His
answer to Mr. Gallatin upon that occasion is much
and deservedly celebrated, and gave the highest
satisfaction to all interested in colonial affairs,
particularly for one sentence, most important to
the present questioit, an express declaration, that,
‘“ after what had passed on the subject of colonial
intercourse, the British government cannot consent
to enter into any renewed negociations upon the in-
tercourse between the United States and the British
colonies, so long as the pretensions recorded in the
act of 1823, and there applied to British colonies
alone, remuin part of the law of the United
States*.” This document, published by govern-
mnent, seemed designed to communicate their final
resolutions, not only to the United States, but also
to the subjects of Great Britain, by whom it was
hailed as an additional assurance, that they were
not mistaken in trusting to the faith of the late
act and order, (which had become a part and sup-
plement of the same law), and in understanding

* Letter from Mr, Canning to Mr. Gallatin, dated 11th of
Sept. 1826,
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the new colonial system as settled and permanent.
But thethen foreign secretary did not rest there; and,
as if he thought such an assurance not sufficiently
strong, he added also, that ¢ the British govern-
ment owes to the spirit of frankness, which it wishes
to cultivate in all its relations with the United
States, to declare, that, after having been compelled
to apply to any country the interdict prescribed by
the act of 1825, the British government cannot
hold itself bound to remove the interdict as a mat-
ter of course, whenever it may happen to suit the
convenience of the foreign government,to reconsider
the measures, by which the application of that in-
terdict was occasioned*.” Now, unless this was
merely an empty threat, intended to irritate a
foreign power by the unnecessary denial of what
could never have been implied, it was intended as
a warning to that power, and it operated, by pub-
lication, as an assurance to us, that government
would constantly adhere to the new law, and ex-
clude the Americans from the colonial trade, even
though they should repeal their acts, and ask to
accept of the conditions, on which that trade was
offered to them, and which they had refused.
What wmeasure, what rule of commercial inter-
course, unfettered by foreign treaties, and disclaim-
ing the idea of such arrangement, and depending

* Same Letter.
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upon internal legislation alone, was ever before
instituted with such promises, such pledges, of
constancy and permaunence ?

Yet, in 1827, the Americans, finding Mr. Can-
ning dead, again renewed their proposal to negociate
upon this guestion. But it was in vain, that they
had lowered no less the nature of their demands,
than their tone and manner of urging them. It
was in vain, that they offered unequivoeally to re-
peal their pretensions and laws, and to accept of the
very terms they had formerly disdained. The

" proposal was courteously declined by Lord Dud-
ley ; who agaia referred them to the letter of
Mr. Canning, above cited, as for the final decision
of the British cabinet. In the same letter his lord-
ship reiterates the principle the British government
had adopted, and in which the Americans have ac-
quiesced, to regulate colonial intercourse by legis-
lation, and not by treaty ; and rejects the proposal,
then urged by Mr. Gallatin, and now by Mr.
M‘Lane, to adjust by any negociation the terms of
our laws on colonial trade.— If;” says he, “the’
terms of colonial intercourse are to be adjusted by
mutual laws, but those laws themselves are to be
Jfounded on informal agreements previously entered
into between the governments, it is manifest that
a course of proceeding is pursued, which Jully en-
sures, neither the certainty and notoriety of inter-
national convention, nor the facility and indepen-
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dence of domestic legislation*.” And he concludes
by declaring, that the resolution of his Majesty’s
government is founded upon considerations, general
in their nature, and concluosive.

A third time, in the year 1829, do the indefa-
tigable Americans renew the same request, with
offers possibly still more specious, and manner
more conciliating. For truly the profits of the
West India trade are too rich a portion to be lost
by one or a second refusal. And, however unsuc-
cessful, these repeated applications have at least
the effect of alarming our ship-owners and colo-
nists, disquieting the present investment of their
capital and industry, and embarrassing all their
efforts to extend the trade : so much has the result
of former treaties taught them to abhor the very
rumour of any negociation with the United States.
The Americans are right; they understand their
own interest ; we cannot complain that they pur-
sue it. We are not astonished, that no repulse
should prevent their again proposing to be ad-
mitted to the West Indies. The subject of com-
plaint, of astonishment, of despair, to all who
cherish colonial interests, is, that their proposal is
now listened to ; —that, after all which has passed,
the offer to negociate, having been twice rejected,
is, upon the third time of asking, accepted;—
that negociations are about to be begun, are

* Letter from Lord Dudley to Mr. Gallatin, dated 1st of
Oct. 1827.
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to be hastened we fear with such impatience, that
though the ultimate effect is what none here can
foresee, ministers apparently are to hear of when
too late to be remedied, rather than wait till the
colonists can represent.

And yet the circumstances, under which
government had intimated that they would still
adhere to the new act and order, even though the
Americans repealed their law of 1823, are un-
changed, are far more favourable to such an ad-
herence ; and stranger still, the American law of
1823, and the pretensions it asserts, till the repeal
of which, and for the repeal of which, government
declared they would not enter into any negocia-
tion, are unrepealed, nay, are reinforced by acts
interdicting the entrance into American ports, and
departure therefrom, of any British colonial vessel.
Nor is this mentioned merely to show the incon-
stancy of our government, and the indignity of
entering into the present negociations; but it ope-
rates at the same time as a great grievance to the
North American colonists, and a most unmerited
surprise.  For it having being understood and pub-
lished by both governments, that the trade was to be
regulated by mutuxl legislation ; and ours having
declared, that the first and preliminary step must
be the repeal, on their part, of their act of 1823,
and that there should previouasly be no underhand
negociation; the colonists have naturally been look-
ing only to the acts of the American government,
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and have been embarking in this trade with the
greater security, as they saw, that even if any
change were made, the mode prescribed would
interpose so much time, as to enable them to have
their representations heard, and if unsuccessfully,
enable them in some measure, to extricate them-
selves, and prevent the distress arising from those
sudden and extreme changes, by which they have
formerly suffered so often and so much.

What the temptation is, what irresistible allure-
ment the Americans have invented, to bring
government to this sudden revolution, and to
parley with them about conceding rights of trade,
upon which all negociation has been so repeatedly
declined, cannot indeed be exactly known; but
from the publicity of the Republican government
may be safely conjectured : and our present pur-
pose is to discuss the probable nature of such in-
ducements, and estimate the importance to the
British dominions of the West India trade under
‘the existing system, and the consequence of con-
ceding that trade to the United States. But first
it would be well to review our colonial inter-
course with that country at former periods, and
note the changes made, and their results hitherto.
For the alteration now proposed is not one of
those beautiful theories of free trade, which, no
nation before having been so absurd as to apply,
or apply by beginning at the wrong end, cannot be
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contradicted by past experience; but in this case,
it is by observing how unhappily this trade has
been sported with heretofore; and how much the
negligence of government has already cost us, how
much their facility and concessions, their incon-
stancy, their sudden and violent changes of policy;
it is by considering these, that we can best judge,
what we have to gain or lose, by preserving the
colonial intercourse upon its present footing, or
again surrendering that source of wealth and ma-
ritime power, to the most aspiring of our rivals.

No. 1I.

The terms of our colonial iutercourse with the
United States, have from either policy or neces-
sity, been at times so various and contradictory, that
we have at least had the benefit of ample experi-
ence ; and may now, by studying former regu-
lations, and comparing the statistical returns which
every change has produced, most easily and clearly
understand, what is the value of the West India
trade, what its most profitable footing, and what
the character of the invitation, now so earnestly
pressed upon us, to share it with a foreign power.
And, to begin with the beginning, let us go back
to the year 1783, for our mistakes in colonial in-
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tercourse are dated from that, the most unfortunate
and humiliating period in British history.
Whatever were the advantages, which the United
States gained by their separation from Great
Britain, there were also certain inconveniences,
which, if not fully equal, less was owing to the
natural consequences of their independence, than
to the extraordinary concessions, of territory and
fisheries, which attended it, and of commercial
advantages, which followed. For while on the
one hand, they had gained a free trade with all
the world, on the other, they had lost a protected
trade with the British Empire. And not only did
the British Empire afford them the best and
cheapest supply of all their wants, but the surest,
the nearest, and generally, indeed, the only market
for their produce ; of which produce also, scarce
an article could be sold in the United Kingdom,
without the protecting duties they could not hope
to see continued; and from the ports of every
colony and dependency they found themselves ex-
cluded, by the then inexorable rule of the empire,
the laws of navigation. Had this state of things
been continued, or been ever enforced, if it be too
much to say, the revolted provinces would have
soon become weary of their free trade and inde-
pendence, it may at least be asserted, that the loyal
colonies which remained, wonld have so rapidly
advanced in wealth and population, as to have suc-
cecded to almost the whole coloniul trade, which
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the United States had forfeited ; and would have
received and retained within our own dominious,
that stream of gold from the West Indies, which
was diverted to their more fortunate rivals. The
West India trade at that time gave employment to
above 115,000 tons, and 9,700 seamen, for sup-
plics of wood and provisions ; the annual impor-
tations of which amounted to above 700,000..,
and the freights were computed at 245,000.
more *.  This, before the war, had been almost
entirely in the hands of the revolted Americans,
who now finding they had been seven years fight-
Ing tor its loss, became, at the peace, scarcely less
clamorous to retain the privileges of colonists,
than they had before been impatient of the restraints.
In which clamours they were joined by the West
Indians.  These baving of old an established
correspondence with the now United States, were
anxious to return to the usual course of trade.
Supplies from the North American colonies and
mother country they knew must be dearer, and
said could never be sufficient. And the adminis-
tration of that period, heing disposed to conciliate
the Americans, and satisty the West India interest,
on the one hand, and unwilling, on the other, to
abandon altogether the laws of navigation, adopted
a middle course. In 1783, an act of parliament
was passed, and, agreeably to its provisions, his

* Report of the Lords of Trade, 1791,



11

Majesty’s proclamation issued, allowing the impor-
tation, into the colonies and islands in America,
in British ships, of all such articles, the produce
or manufacture of the United States, except fish
and salted provisions, as might have been im-
ported therefrom before their independence *.
There was one thing fortunate enough in this
measure, that the importation was restricted to
British ships; one thing most unfortunate, that
the produce of the United States was admitted
free of duty, and the trade of the northern colo-
nies left without protection. Notwithstanding,
that trade still continued and increased ; thanks to
the fertility of the lands and waters, and the in-
dustry of the people in those provinces; and
thanks to what still remained of the laws of navi-
gation, the trade continued and increased. Before
the American war, their exports to the West
Indies employed but 1,240 touns; the average of
the years 1787, 1788, and 1789, gives an amount of
16,331 tons annually, being an advance of more
than 1,300 per cent., in thirteen years; and their
tonnage to Great Britain, during the same period,
had risen from 11,219 to 61,858 tons . Indeed,
throughout the history of this question, the pros-
perity of the trade between the North American
colonies and the West Indies seems intimately
connected with that of both to the mother

*+ Stat. 23 Geo. 111, cap. 29.
t Report of the Lords of 'Trade, 1791.
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country ; for during the same period, the tonnage
between these islands and Great Britain had ad-
vanced from 80,482 to 133,736 tous annually;
and a corresponding increase had also been made
in our exports to both the islands and the colo-
nies*.

But in 1789, that protection for colonial pro-
ductions in West India ports, which our own
government had so imprudently taken away, was
for a little while supplied, by the over-cupidity of
the Americans. These seem always to have con-
sidered the West India trade as theirs of right,
founded upon the situation and mutual wants of
both couuntries, which they apparently interpret to
be the law of nature and of nations; and to
them it appeared an injary, that leaving our own
colonists without protection, our vessels came to
save their produce from perishing upon their
hands. They demanded the carriage of it also for
their own shipping ; and they obtained it ; and by
singular means.  'While the people of this country
were heavily taxing themselves, to enable the
Americans to find here a market for their staple
productions, the Americans bravely quartered
nearly half the expenditure of their government
upon British manufactures and colonial produce ;
the new Congress imposing, in the years 1789 and
1790, duties of from seven to ten per cent. upon

* Report of the Lords of Trade, 1791.
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such articles from foreign countries. To this the
first American tarifl, they added at the same time
their discriminating duties on foreign tonnage, 10
per cent. upon the above duties paid by American
ships, and further 2s. per ton. Taking the average
value and bulk of the cargoes there imported,
these discriminating duties on foreign ships are
computed to have been equal to about 1/, 12s. per
ton*. No competition could stand this. Foreign
flags disappeared from their waters; American
shipping advanced, in five years’ time, from
127,529 tons to 525,649 ; and British tonnage to
their ports declined during the same period, from
216,914 tons, to 27,097 .

It is marvellous with what patience this was
undergone by Great Britain. Forbearance and
conciliation were the principles upon which govern-
ment seems to have slumbered for seven years;
when startled apparently at finding the Ame-
rican commercial navy become sccond only to our
own, some show of retaliation was offered. The
Lords of Trade had indeed, in 1791, drawn up
a Report, full of useful information and sound
policy, which concluded with a very dignified
demonstration of countervailing easures, and
pledged their advice to his Majesty, never to
make the West India trade even a subject of nego-

* Anderson’s Canada
T Seybert’s Statistics. Pitkin’s ditto.
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ciation. 'The retaliation was never executed ; the
pledge violated within three years.

In 1794 was signed the first commercial treaty
with the United States. By this we ceded to that
people, first, the trade to the West Indies; limited,
however, to vessels of 70 tons, and to the direct
voyage, (to secure which latter stipulation, the
Americans renounced the exportation of sungar,
molasses, coffee, and cotton, to all foreign coun-
tries from their own). Secondly, we ceded also
the trade to the East Indies ; and this withont
any cquivalent. Thirdly, the trade with the North
American colonies, by inland transportation ; with-
out any equivalent. Equivalents, indeed, they as-
sure us, are to be found in the nature of the trade
itself to the East and West Indies; in the former
because they give us gold for produce; and in
the latter perhaps because they give us produce
for gold. And with regard to the inland trade
with the northern colonies, they drew us up such
an article, and trimmed the treaty so fairly, that
it really looked very like reciprocity. For after
providing, for themselves that all articles, not pro-
hibited, wmight be admitted into those colonies from
the United States, on the same terms as such arti-
cles from Europe, they added, that, < in like man-
ner,” all articles not prohibited might be admitted
into the United States from the colonies, on the
same terms as such articles in their Atlantic ports
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By American ships: which, being interpreted,
means, that their articles should be admitted, as
articles from the mother country, duty free; ours
should pay a duty of ten per cent.; and this the
High Contracting Parties call < in like manner.”
So many and great concessions, offered in one
treaty, made the Americans fastidions. The in-
land colonial trade they graciously accepted ; tak-
ing care, however, to give such instructions to
their custom-house officers, as introduced some
small modification ; for while they charged their
duties in the Atlantic ports, by adding 10 per cent.
to the invoice price; on the same articles, by in-
land transportation from the colonies, they added

13

52 per cent. ; and always * in like manner*.” The
East India trade, also, they condescended to accept.
Buat the admission to the West Indies, limited to

vessels of 70 tons, they disdained and rejected ;
not because the concession was not then worth the

equivalent, or that vessels of larger burthen were re-
quired for that intercourse, or that their vessels and
cargoes were not, in every other respect, placed on
the same terms as British; but because they trusted
to our imprudence for better terms. Of better,
indeed, they were already in possesion.

For the war of the French revolution breaking
out in 1793, the trade of the North American co-
lonies to the West Indies, in addition to the com-
petition with American produce, already too une-

* Anderson’s Canada. American State Papers.
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qual, began to labour under all the risks and bur-
thens, of capture and convoy. The latter was
sufficiently rare; the former by no means unfre-
quent. Prices in the West Indies were conse-
quently unequal, and at times much advanced ; and
the planters took these occasions to persuade their
Governors to open the islands, by proclamation, to
American ships, with produce duty free, as in a
case of necessity. It was contrary to all law,
contrary to all policy, contrary to the faith and
promise of every act of trade, contrary to the oath
of every colonial governor; there was no such
necessity ; there was nothing, to justify it, except
an act of indemnity, first passed in April 1794 *,
and after renewed annually. It is evident that
no such necessity existed, because the islands had
been sufficiently supplied before, during the first
American war, and were abundantly supplied after,
during the second, though deprived of all inter-
course with the United States. While that inter-
course therefore was open to British ships, supplies,
though at times dearer, could never be inadequate
to the whole yearly demand.

These measures of government, in the year
1794, brought sudden distress and despair upon
the North American colonies ; whose West India
trade was thus rendered ruinous, fisheries worthless,
and whose whole population so impoverished and

* Stat. 34 Geo. 1V, cap. 35.
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disheartened, that many of the loyalists, who had
there taken refuge since the year 1783, and whose
best hope of support depended on the West India
trade, were now driven to abandon a dominion for
which they bad hitherto spared no sacrifice; and
convinced that there was some great mistake either
in their own conduct, or the mother country’s, and
that it was easier to alter theirs than hers, many
returned back to the United States, there to obtain,
in the intercourse with British islands, advantages
which were denied to British colounies *. But,
more, these measures also deprived the mari-
time strength of Great Britain of 100,000 tons
of shipping, and 8,000 seamen, and British ship-
owners of nearly 1,000,000/ of freights annually,
and transferred the whole to a Power, which, in
less than twenty years, defied us to a maritime war.
For all which, that we might not be without some
equivalent from the United States, in friendly feel-
ing at least, they passed us, in that same year
1794, the second American tariff; increasing the
duties, upon our manufactures, between 50 and
100 per cent. above the tariff of the year 1790;
upon coffee and sugar, 25 and 30 per cent.; and
upon rum, their principal import from the West
Indies, the charge was raised from 5d. per gallon to
2s. 1d. While the discriminating duty of 10 per
cent. in addition upon foreign ships, being con-

* Atcheson on the Conduet of the United States.
. .
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tinucd, the diffcrence in favour of America (ac-
cording to the average bulk and value of their im-
ports above mentioned), now amounted to 3L
per ton *.

Seven years did Government take to reflect upon
the first American tariff, and three years upon the
second ; till having at length fully matured their
plans, and collected their energies for retaliation,
in 1797, a bill of countervailing measures was en-
actedt. A tonnage duty of 2s. per ton was laid
upon American ships in the ports of the United
Kingdom, and 10 per cent. upon the duties of the
cargo more than in British ships. This was verbally
the same measure of discrimination, in favour of our
tonnage, that their laws made in favour of Ameri-
can ; but the bulk and value of cargoes ontward, and
the duties charged thereon inthe United States, were
so exceedingly disproportioned to those of the
cargoes inward to the United Kingdom, that a
more unequal and fallacious rule was never dis-
guised under the same or similar expressions. For
while the discriminating duties upon British ships
in the United States, according to the average of
their imports, amounted to 3/. 2s. per ton, the Bri-
tish duties on American ships in the United King-
dom, (for no duties were levied in the West Indies),
amounted on the like average to only 3s. 9d., leav-

* Anderson’s Canada.
T Stat. 37 Geo. 111, cap. 97.
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ing a difference in favour of the Americans of
2l. 18s5. 3d. per ton*. This difference, equal to
about half the freight, secured to the Americans
the carriage of all our exports to that country, and
consequently enabled them to bring hither our im-
ports thence, at far cheaper rates than could be
afforded by British ships. Such was the tardy re-
taliation of our Governmeunt. Yet, as if even this
were over-severe, it was tempered by continuing, to
several staples of American export, the protection
against those of other foreign couutries, allowed
in and since the year 1783, and receiving them as
colonial without certificate of origin+-.

With these measures both governments seemed
to rest satisfied, till 1806 ; excepting that, on our
part, in 1798, a discrimination was made in favour
of American indigo and cotton, by duties nearly
one half less than if imported from other coun-
tries, and one-third less than from our own colo-
niest¥ ; and in 1802 further and heavy discriminat-
ing duties were laid in favour of American wood§;
and except also that, on their part, the United
States, rejecting the proposals in that year made
by act of parliament|, to equalize all duties in
both countries, imposed in 1804 an additional light
duty of 2s. 2d. per ton on foreign shipping, from
which their own was exempt; and made somne fur-

* Anderson’s Canada. 1 Stat. 37 Geo. 111, cap. 97.
1 Stat. 38 Geo. 111, cap. 76. § Stat. 42 Geo. 111, cap. 43.
Il Stat. 42 Geo. 111, cap. 27.

c 2
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ther addition to the duties of importation in
foreign ships. The British shipowners, how-
ever, appear to have rallied after the act of 1797,
and renewed their efforts to compete with the
Americans for the carrying trade; and, favoured
by the peace of 1802, British tonnage to their
ports had risen to 108,800 tons, upon an average
of three years previcas to 1804 but after the mea-
sures of that year, the amount, on the average of
the three succeeding, fell to 59,828 tons, and con-
tinued to decrease till the war. The whole Ame-
rican tonnage in foreign trade, upon the same ave-
rage, increased from 811,843 to 1,018,726 tons,
being only 400,000 less than the whole of Great
Britain*. The hounty given to American cotton
in 1798 was followed by results no less important.
That article, which the Awmericans first began to
cultivate in the year 1790, and which for the next
ten years was too inconsiderable to be distinguished
in their exports from cotton of foreign growth,
was brought by them to this country, in 1802, to
the amount of 107,494 bales; which quantity, in
1807, had increased to 171,267, and became in
value three-fourths of their whole exports to the
United Kingdom ; the quantity from all other
countries declining in exact proportion, between
the same years 1802 and 1807, from 173,889 bales
to 111,4007T. American manuofactures, in the

* Seybert. Morcau's Statistical Tables.
T Sevbert,
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mean time, received such an impulse by the pro-
tection of their tariff, as to form among their ex-
ports an item of 300,000/., and the yearly value of
their whole manufactures was computed in 1810
to be more than 44,000,000..

Such are some of the more general results of
our commercial policy with the United States,
during the period above taken; and such the dif-
ference between protecting home produce and na-
vigation, and giving privileges to foreign. In this
maunner did we impoverish, did we depopulate our
colonies, dismantle our ships, drive away oar sea-
men and fishermen, and make ouarselves dependent
for cotton, to build up the trade and shipping of a
people, who never had any other principle in their
tariffs, upon our manufactures and colonial pro-
duce, than gradually to exclude every thing they
could themselves supply, and admit what they
could not, upon such charges as leave the least
possible profit to their production.

No. III.

We are not to envy the Americans whatever in-
crease of wealth and power result fairly from their
own industry and situation ; but whatever is made
at our expense, and through our imprudence, can-
not be too jealously regarded. Of this descrip-
tion have been almost all their profits in colonial
intercourse ; a review of which should not be re-
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garded as an old song. The readmission of Ame-
rican ships into the West Indies, a question of
millions, is again under discussion, and possibly
resolved upon ; for acts of parliament are omnipo-
tent, and with ministers in American negotiations
all things are possible. Some of the general re-
sults of former arrangements with the United
States have been stated ; it remains to show more
particularly the eflect upon colonial intercourse.
For a period of fourteen years, from 1793 to
1807, did the Americans enrich themselves with a
mere monopoly of the West India trade. 'Their
exports to our islands were seldom less than
1,200,000/. yearly; they once reached the amount
of 2,182,357L.%; and may be taken at an average
of 1,400,000/.; and their imports at 1,000,000/. : the
difference was paid in specie, or bills upon Eng-
land. In addition to this, the freights were nearly
all their own; and such was the proportion of bulk
to value in their exports, that the price of freight
is computed to be about equal to the worth of the
cargot. The amount of their tonnage thus em-
ployed, on the average of three years, taken from
near the middle of this period, was 131,123 tons{;
requiring, perhaps, 8000 seamen, and bringing
yearly back in gold to the owners 1,400,000/ more.
The illicit trade also, of which no certain estimate
can be made, is known to have added greatly to

* Pitkin. Seybert. + Id. + Pitkin.
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their profits. Aud besides, as their ships were
permitted to take back salt from Turk’s Island*,
and to clear out for the French and Spanish colo-
nies, whence they carried sugar and other produce
to the United States, they earned a second freight
by the return voyage. And as this enabled them
to re-export foreign sugars so cheaply, it was, in
fact, by underselling the Canadians in the West
Indies, that the Americans undersold the West
Indians in foreign Europe.

Nor were the advantages, which the Americans
now possessed over our colonists, limited to the
length of voyage (shorter by nearly one-half), and
the rate of insurance (which upon British bottoms
had, since the war, risen to 12} per cent.), and the
wages of seamen (which with neutrals were much
less), but, as if these were too few, another and
still stranger was added. 'While British ships and
British subjects were compelled to pay a duty,
varying in the different islands, from 2% to 5 per
cent. upon their cargoes; the Americans were
exempted from this burthen, and admitted free of
every duty4. Annex to all this the bounty, of
nearly 20s. a ton, whichthe United States thengaveto
their fisheries ¥ ; and the wonder is, notthat the trade
of our northern colenies declined, and the inhabi-
tants became impoverished, but that trade and coun-
try both were not abandoned. It is a fact, that their

* 28 Geo. III, cap. 6. 44 Geo. HI, cap. 101.
1 Atcheson. ! Seybert.



24

hest fishermen were driven over to the United
States, and their fish, their flour, and their lumber,
werc actually transported thither, thence to be
carried, in American bottows, to the British West
Indies *.

The effect of these measures upon British and
American navigation, in the colonial trade, is shown
in the following table: —

British Tonnage to the
West Indies.
Date American
ates. Tonnage to
From the N. g
g:;r:gtt}:)etge. American Co- tl}i(}’i‘e‘?t
Indies. | onies to the :
West Indies. West Indies.
1772. The Americans be-
ing admitted as Co- TONS.
Tonists } eerverrneannonnens 926 1,240 107,739
1789. The Americans cx-
cluded as aliens { ....... 67,533 16,331 —
1793. The Americans still
excluded § vuvveivennnnnn. 86,010 24,900 —
1804. The Americans hav-
ing been admitted from
1793 ceeniiiiannennennns . 7,629 11,906 131,123

A decrease after 93 of British Shipping of 91,375 tons, and in-
crease in American of 131,123.

British navigation to, both the West Indies and
North American colonies, and to the United States,
decreased from the same date of 1793.

* Anderson.

Atcheson.

t Report of the Lords of Trade.

§ Atcheson.

+ 1d.

I} Id.; Pitkin.
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British T

r{}:}sitedolr{xglaggogotxg 2‘“’ 1792. 1796. Decrease.

Tons.

The N. American Colonies | 55,367 30,172 25,195
The West Indies ......... 143,642 104,050 39,592
The United States......... 50,968 2,153 43,815
113,602
Add the decrease in the West India Trade....... 91,375
TOtAl oetiernereiiieeriereeressniecactnrresnnssscenes 204,977

This decrease may indeed be partly imputed to
other eveuts, but seemns mainly owing to the mea-
sures before stated.

If we take 1,400,000/. as the average value of
the American supplies during this period; and
take the freights they carned, as their writers com-
pute, to be equal in value to these supplies; the
sum 2,800,000/. multiplied by the number of
years, fourteen, gives an amount of 39,200,000/,
which we paid the Americans, for freight and pro-
duce, instead of producing and carrying for our-
selves. For, that we might have carried these
articles for ourselves, is certain, because we did
carry them, both before and after this period,
under circamstances less favourable ; and had not
colonial articles been put out of protection in
1783, it is very probable, that vearly the whole of

* Moreau.
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these supplies might have been produced within,
or at least procured from, our own possessions.
Because, the whole quantity of fish required by the
West Iudies, on the average of the three last years,
ending in 1807, was 456,221 cwts.,, and the
northern colonies produced 817,351 cwts., and the
mother country exported to the West  Indies
94,486 cwts. The flour and bread, &c. required
upon the same average yearly, was equal to
1,271,140 bushels of wheat; and Canada, which,
in 1775, had exported 400,000 bushels, in 1802,
exported 1,010,033, besides 28,301 bushels  of
flonr, being little less than the whole required.
Aund the whole lumber required by the West In-
dies, on the same average, was equal to 117,740
loads, and the export of that article from the
British North American provinces amounted, in
1806, to 95,975, and was capable of being increased
many fold, and was actually increased within four
years after to 311,114%. Beef, pork, and other
provisions might have been supplied from the
United Kingdom. ‘The only articles, therefore,
which it may be doubted they were able to pro-
duce sufficiently, were staves and live stock, of
which abundance might have been procured from
the United States, through the northern colonies,
and carried in British bottows.

But the West Indian bought his supplies cheaper 9

° Anderson,
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No, far dearer than in 1793. But that was owing
to other causes: he still bought cheaper than he
could have done from British carriers® Even this
admits dispute, but let it be granted. The West
Indian then gained, and the ship-owner and colo-
nist suffered. How shall we compare the profit
and loss ¢ The latter has been ascertained. For
the former then, how much cheaper did the West
Indian buy ¢ Suppose 25 per cent., which, upon
his annual purchases of the Americans, equals
700,000l. This, therefore, is to be set off against
the loss of 2,800,000l Now if a person pay
twenty-eight out of one pocket, and receive seven
into the other, is he upon the whole a gainer or
a loser :

Even the advantage, to the West Indian, of
buying cheaper, was much lessened by the cir-
cnitous mode of payment, and a greater share of
the benefit devolved upon the hostile and rival
colonies of France and Spain. For, though we
were buying 2,800,000/. annually of the Ameri-
can, the American bought of us but about
1,100,000/ ; and though the American sold four
times more to ounr islands than the French, he
bought of the French four times more than of
ours*. To this last result, however, it must be
confessed, the state of our own laws in good part
contributed ; since, while we were lavishing the

* Pitkin. Seybert.
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carriace  of West  India imports, employing
130,0;)0 tons, upon foreigners; the exports were
most tenaciously restricted to British ships, (as if
exacting a bond from the Americans to land their
cargo in the United States would uot have pre-
vented the continuance of their voyage to Europe) ;
which exports being of so much lesser bulk, the
carriage was comparatively of little consequence;
and the United States, on their part, with
very unequal sagacity, had so ordered their discri-
minating duties, that the difference between im-
porting sugar thither in a British ship and an
American should be equal to half the freight*.
In point of fact, however, the West Indians were
never more distressed than when this intercourse
with the United States was greatest and most fa-
voured. At its commencement the profits of their
estates were as higch as 12 per cent.; but, before
its termination in 1800, had fallen to three and
two ; though from 1783 to 1790, when the Atne-
rican vessels were excluded, they averaged about
ten-f. This reduction, to whatever cause imputed,
whether the increase of duties ir the home market,
or the neutral carriage of enemy’s sugar to the
foreign, proves at least, that such a direct inter-
course with the United States is no specific for
West Indian embarrassments, (for which, indeed,
there is no effectual relief but a reduction of duties

* Proceedings of the Harrisburg convention.

T Evidence in the Parliamentary Inquiry, 1806.
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on their produce in the United Kingdom); and
that conclusion is further demonstrated, by a state-
ment of the prices they actually paid for their

supplies bhefore this intercourse began and at its
close.

Average of Three | Average of Three
Supplies.* Years, from Years,
1792 to 1794. |ending with 1806.

Flour, per ewt. ....c.oenunen. 16s. 44. 34s.
Red Oak Staves, per 1000... 8. to 15L. 221, to 30L.
White ditto, ...... ditto...... 9l. to 22/, 281. to 321.

The commerce carried on by Awmerican vessels
between the hostile islands and Europe, (which, by
underselling our sugars in the foreign markets,
was perhaps, after our duties, the great cause of
the depression of West Indian iuterests, and which
was mainly promoted by admitting Americans to
our islands), bad now gone to such an extent, that
Great Britain began at length, in 1505, to exert
her maritime right and power to intercept their
direct voyage. This was a great loss to the United
States, who always considering every loss an iu-
jury, retaliated by an act, in 1806, prohibiting the
importation of a very large description of manu-

+ Evidence in the Parliamentary Inquiry, 1806.



30

factures from the United Kingdom*. In the
same year the Americun intercourse bill  was
carried through parliament, giving the sanction of
law to measures, which hitherto were no less
illegal thau impolitic; after which did our minis-
ters, without requiring, or without obtaining, a
repeal of the American prohibition, sit down to
negociate a second commercial treaty with that
country. In this negociation, ministers seem to
have been withheld from conceding the West
India trade, ouly by the fear, which the debate on
the American intercourse bill had taught them, of
the unpopularity of the measure; and expressed
their regret, that the 12th article of the treaty of
1794, which admitted their vessels under 70 tons,
had not been accepted by the Americans, as it
would have removed prejudices here, and prepared
the way for the more complete admission of the
United States into that trade-}.

As this treaty was not ratified by that govern-
ment, it needs no further remark; except for the
inequality of that condition, in which ministers
(not for the first time nor for the last) placed
themselves, by signing an instrument, which was
a treaty obligatory on their part, and but a project
unauthorized on the part of the American com-
missioners. These—the treaty being rejected by
their president—attempted to rencw negociations

" American State Papers.
T American State Papers.
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upon the basis (as their custom is) of retaining
every thing that treaty granted, and obtaining
something more. But a change of ministry had
taken place, and they fortunately came into col-
lision with a statesman who was better acquainted
with their policy and measures. The correspon-
dence of Mr. Canning with the American en-
voy, at this period, asserted the dignity and
real interest of Great Britain, and at the same time
showed up the conduct of the United States
with such wit and energy, as to be neither dull to
an indifferent, nor humiliating to an interested
reader. Rare qualities both, in communications
with America!

No. IV.

'To this ruinous system of colonial intercourse,
above described, the American Government itself,
in 1807, put a sudden and effectual stop. The
disputes upon neutral rights had risen to a crisis:
Great Britain refused to ahdicate the advantages of
her supremacy at sea, which the enemy’s conduct
made it necessary to exert: and the United States,
making virtually, if not expressly, a common cause

* American State Papers.
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with France, laid their embargo. A second time
did British ships and colonies receive, from the
hostile measures of that Government, the protection
they had expected in vain from the laws of the
mother country.

It is the pride of the Americans to have enlight-
ened the world with many new lessons and ex-
periments in political economy, of which a per-
manent embargo upon their own shipping is per-
haps the most extraordinary. Whatever motive
induced that people to lay violent hands on their
own revenues and commerce, and inflict upon them-
selves all the evils of a war, without & chance of its
successes ; whether it was the idea of impoverish-
ing Great Britain, or of starving the West Indies;
the results were by no means snch, that we either
had reason to be dissatisfied then with their policy,
or in future to deprecate its renewal.

From this date, a new era began in colonial inter-
course. Within the three years following the Ame-
rican restrictions, the exports of the North Ame-
rican colonies to the West Indies were more than
doubled ; their tonnage thither more than doubled;
their exports to Great Britain more than doubled ;
the tonnage so employed trebled; their importa-
tion of West India produce doubled ; their impor-
tations from the United Kingdomn doubled; and
the importation and tonnage from the United
Kingdom to the West Indies increased nearly a
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fourth.  Other causes indeed may have contri-
buted to some of these effects, but they all relate
to colonial trade, and the exclusion of the Ame-
ricans is the principal.

As no valuation of the exports, from the Nor-
thern Colonies to the West Indies, is given in offi-
cial returns, it is not easy, though very desirable,
to measure their amount by money. But, if we
may take their freights to be, on the average, equal
to the value of the cargo, as is believed ; and their
imports to be generally equal to their exports, as
appears to be the fact; and the freights, upon the
average, to have been about 7/. a ton, which, until
1815, they were certainly worth; we can by these
means give a valuation sufficiently accurate, and
which, however prices have altered since the peace,
will yet, like the official value of our customs, ex-
press quantities in money, and enable us to com-
pare the trade of different years, and measure its
increase or decline. The following table, then,-
will best show the result of the American restric-
tions.
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Average of
1804,5, 6, thel 1508 8¢ 10, :
Americans i ncrease.
Exports from, being udnit- s being
ed 1 ¢
West Indies.| ¢Zeided:
British North American £. £. £.
Colonies to the West
Indies* ..eivvveviinnnnnns 119,665 250,572 130,907
British North American
Colonies to the United
Kingdomt............... 333,702 796,832 1 463,130
British North American
Colonies to the South
of Europet ............. 65,114 72,989 7,875
West Indies to the British
North Awerican Colo-
niest civeiiineniennnnn.. 119,665 250,572 130,907
West Indies to the United
Kingdom|l.cceevernnennne 7,739,139 | 8,246,529 507,390
United Kingdom to the
West Indiesq[ .......... 4,282,660 | 5,264,679 982,019
United Kingdom to the
British North American
Colonies**, . ............. 957,447 | 1,572,577 615,130
13,617,392 16,454,750 | 2,837,358

Now, as our whole trade to Europe, upon the

average of the same years, greatly increased, and
our whole trade to all parts of America collectively
(although considerably decreasing with the United

* Computed from the Tonnage.
{ Computed from the Tonnage.

|| Official Returns.
+= 1d.

1 Official Returns.

q 1d.
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States) increased also*, if we deduct the diminu-
tion of exports from the West Indies to the United
States about 438,545/., the remainder 2,298,813/
is, perhaps, the measure of the addition made to
British commerce. And even if it be insisted, that
the decrease of our exports to the United States
should also be deducted, though owing to causes
unconnected with our colonial intercourse with
them, it will still be found, that the increase of
colonial trade made up, not only for all decrease
between the West Indies and the United States,
but also for the decrease between the United
States and Great Britain, and exceeded the loss on

both, by halt a million.

A flA f
Exports from, lgg;i’%ﬁ g' 1 8":81'?%? 100. Decrease.
West Indies to the United | - £. £
States T ...ceeeeveennennnns 1,028,250 | 489,705 538,545
Great Britain to the Unit-
ed States Jeueeernenennns 7,386,104 | 5,664,329 | 1,721,775
Total decrease......veeeeunnes Creetrerereasarirenes 2,260,320
Deducting decrease from increase, as above . 2,837,358
Remains net iNCrease coevveveverereeneeneenesess £.577,038

* Moreau.

t For want of better informatiou, we have taken the West
India Trade to the United States, upon the average of 1802,
1803, 1804, for the first period ; and have, for the second, com-
puted the exports at 5-7ths of the imports, the proportion they
seem usually to have borne.

1 Moreau.
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And this is exclusive of the increase of our fish-
eries on the banks and shores; exclusive of the
coasting trade of the North American Colonies;
exclusive of the trade of the West Indies to other
foreign countries; in all of which the increase was
important, but of which no accurate account 1s at
hand ; and exclusive also of the increase of freights,
which are of more importance than all together,
and of which some estimate can be formed from
the following table.

Average of|Average of]|
British Tonnage from, | 1804, 5, 6, (1808, 9, 10| De- | In-
Americans [Americans | créase. | crease.
admitted. | excluded.
North American Colonies
to the West Indies* ... { 17,075 | 35,796 | ...... |18,721
North American Colonies
to Great Britaint...... 51,709 | 66,824 | ...... [15,115
North American Colonies
to South of Europe t... 9,302 | 10,427 | ...... 1,125
Great Britain to the West
Indies§ ....ccovvvnnnnnee, 183,885 (235,045 | ...... 51,160
Whole British tonnage to
the United States|]...... 69,752 | 52,881 |16,871
16,871]86,121
16,871
Net Increase........ veseses 69,250

*

Official Returns. + Moreau.
Official Returns.
[| Seybert.

++

§ Moreau.
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Taking the value of these freights at the average
of 71. a ton*, they amount to 484,750L. to be added
to the increase above given, and make a sum total
of 1,061,788l.

A similar improvement occurred in the coasting
trade of the colonies, as may be collected from the
following statement of their registered tonnage -}.

1806. 1810.
Americans | Americans | Increase.
admitted. excluded.

Registered tonnage in the

West Indies............... 111,857 131,303 19,446
Registered tonnage in the
British North American

Colonies .......... ve ceene | 71,943 84,080 12,137

Tons...-veeneress 183,800 215,383 31,583

The importation of West India produce in the
northern provinces increased at the same time, as

follows .

Average of | Average of
1804, 5, 6, | 1808, 9, 10, Increase.
Americans | Americans
admitted. excluded.
Sugars ...eceieienas «..1bs. | 1,596,062 | 3,227,877 | 1,631,815
Molasses ......... .. gals. 215,129 329,743 114,614
Coffee .oviersenesnneenes 1bS, 73,286 553,332 480,046
Rum ........ ereeerenes gals, 782,450 | 1,198,783 416,333
Anderson. 1 Moreau. t Parliamentary Returns,
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Some part of these importations may have found
their way into the United States, but to no great
amount perhaps, for the increase to Newfoundland
was as great as to any other colony. The conclu-
sions whieh the last table tends to establish, and
which we shall after find means to confirm, are,
that the Canadian provinces not only import from
the British West Indies far more than the United
States, in proportion to either their population or
exports; but even in point of quantity, nearly, if not
fully, as much; and further that such importations,
into the North American Colonies, depend upou
their exportations to the West Indies; for the co-
lonies cannot buy of any but the West Indies, nor
of them, unless they will buy of the colonies.

This, the result of their commercial restrictions,
was not witnessed by the Americans with much
complacency; and in 1812, they resolved to pro-
secute their complaints, or settle their differences
with us, by war. The opportunity seemed favour-
able for wresting from Great Britain her provinces
in North America, the value of which to us, and
the detriment to them, recent events had taught
their Government, but not ours ; and the conquest
of which, they foresaw, would in future negocia-
tions, add no little weight to ther claims and ar-
guments, for sharing the West India trade. It
proved, however, a bad speculation ; not from any
lack of mismanagement on the part of our Go-
verninent, who very diligently verified the obser-
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vation of Madison, when reluctantly consent-
ing to the war, “we know nothing about it: we
shall make a thousand blunders, but Great Britain
will make more.” And she never made a greater,
than when a bankrupt Government, defeated in
every attempt beyond its own frontier, ejected from
its capital, despised by the people its subjects (or,
if they please, its masters), without an army, with-
out credit, without commerce, was saved from dis-
solution, by such a treaty as that of Ghent. The
ways of statesmen resemble those of Providence,
whose place they supply, in darkness and mystery,
at least, if less in beneficence. Here, however,
the American publications* revealed a most egre-
gious piece of diplomacy, “quo proposito, memo
erat, qui in ipso dolore risum posset continere.”
As a set-off to the British demand, of an interme-
diate boundary for the Indian tribes in the West,
and such a settlement of our confines in the north-
east, as should leave the connection of our pro-
vinces uninterrupted and undisputed, the Americans
preferred, a claim for spoliations before the war
and during the war, and a definition of blockade,
now become merely an abstract question of na-
tional law. Of the British demands, one was
afterwards as tamely abandoned as it had been
positively repeated at first for a sine qua non ; the
other was left just as it stood before; and as

* American State Papers.
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neither of the American claims appear in the
treaty, it would seem, that we, for their spoliations
during the war, relinquished them the Indians to
spoil ever afterwards; and they, for our north-
eastern boundary, gave us up a definition.

A Treaty of Commerce followed, in 1815 the
third with the United States, and the least excep-
tionable. For the first time, the navigation of
both countries was placed upon equal terms, in
the ports of either; and though the concession of
the East India trade, which had now become habi-
tual and almost a matter of course, was renewed ;
with regard to the West India trade, the treaty
stipulated that each nation was to remain in the
complete possession of its own rights. This was
all British subjects had to desire; for the complete
possession of our rights was, to have the whole
trade to ourselves; the complete possession of the
Americans, to have none.

The United States being thus left to the com-
plete possession of their own rights, the West
India trade continued, till 1822, as it had been
from 1807, in its legitimate channel; the reward
of British industry, and extension of British power.
Certain ports indeed were, in the course of this
period, opened for certain articles, with various
rules and changes, little important to the present
subject; except what were called the free ports of
Halifax, St. John’s, and Bermuda, through which,
after 1818, the American trade was ' principally
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conducted. But, before tracing the commercial
measures of either country subsequent to the war,
let us first compute the gains and losses to British
trade and navigation from 1810 till the peace in
1815. Dauring almost the wholeof this time, all com-
mercial intercourse between the British dominiouns
and the Uuited States was interdicted, either by
their acts of non-intercourse, or by the war; and
duaring the last year (1814), their whole coast was
strictly blockaded. Yet, on comparing this last
year with the average above given of three years
ending in 1810, the exports of the northern colo-
nies to the West Indies are found to have conti-
nued increasing, by more than one-third ; the ton-
nage employed thereby, one-third; their tonnage
and exports to the south of Europe more than
doubled ; their registered tonnage advanced from
84,000 to 115,000 tons; their imports from Great
Britain increased nearly threefold ; and a conside-
rable addition was made to the tonnage employed
by their exports thither: although these provinces
were at that time the seat of war, their produce, in
good part, required to support the navy and army,
their ships sometimes captured by American pri-
vateers, and the inhabitants frequently called off
from their labours, and never unsuccessfully, to
drive the enemy beyond their borders. The in-
crease in this and in the West Indian branch of
colonial trade and navigation, may, by the measure
before mentioned, be stated thus.
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Average of | The Year
Exports from, 1808, 1809, 1814. Decrease. | Increase.
and 1810.
North American Co- L. £. £ £.
lonies to the West
Indies*.ceenssennes| 250,572 349,006 118,434
NorthAmerican Co-
lonies to the Unit-
ed Kingdomt....; 796,832 322,899 | 473,933 —
NorthAmerican Co-
lonies to theSouth
of Europef ...... 72,989 200,543 | coerrrenn 127,554
United Kingdom to
the North Ameri-
can Colonies§ ...| 1,572,577 | 4,093,062 veese 12,520,485
United Kingdom to
the West Indies {| 5,264,679 | 6,315,073 { ......... 11,000,394
West Indies to the
United Kingdom 1] 8,246,529 | 8,496,850 | ......... | 250,321
West Indies to the
North American
Colonies ¥* ..... 250,572 349,006 | ......... 98,434
£.116,454,750 120,126,439 | 473,933 |4,165,622
473,933
£.3,691,689
British Tonnage from ++ 1810. 1814. Increase.
North American Colonies
to the West Indies ...... 35,796 49,858 14,062
North American Colonies
to the United Kingdom .| 66,824 81,939 15,115
North American Colonies
to the South of Europe...| 10,427 28,649 18,222
U.Kingdomto the W.Indies| 235,045 286,206 51,161
348,092 446,652 98,560

Average value, at 70, per ton

* Computed trom the Tonnage.
t Computed from the Tonnage.
** Computed t1om the Tonnage

11 Anderson.

.........

£.689,920 1.

+ Official Returns.
§ Official Returns.
‘+t Official Returns ; Moreauw.
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Such was the gain to Great Britain from colo-
nial trade during the war with the United States.
What was the loss of our American trade ?

Average of | Year 1814, Decrease.
1808, 9, 10.
Exports from Great Britain £. £. £.
to the United States *...| 5,664,329 7,303 5,657,026
Ditto from the West Indies
to the United Statest...| 489,705 | .....c.e0vee 489,705
Whole British tonnage to
the Uuited States?....... 52,881 568 —
Total decrease..cceevirreenes soveseoserscasaranes 6,146,731
Add decrease of 52,313 tons, at 7. per ton 366,191
6,512,922
Add decrease before stated, 1806 to 1810... 2,360,320
Total cvunvvireenriiiiaiionnns cereseneiireriens £.8,873,242

This was the loss of DBritish trade and naviga-
tion to the United States, on comparing the years
of its extreme prosperity and of its total interrup-
tion by war and blockade. What did the increase
of colonial trade and navigation towards repairing
this loss ¢
1 Ante.

* Moreau. i Seybert.
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'The increase from 1810 to 1814, we have seen,

was —
InTrade ...ooeens eareessnsee esieserenas £.3,691,689
Freights . .ocoveveee oo cveesetnineeinaanenne 689,920 £.
——— 4,381,609
Add increase from 1806 to 1810 :
In Trade..e.ccoeeesenecessonssrsercssnoncane 2,837,358
Freights cooocvvenreenonecnsicane veserenen 484,750
—_— 3,322,108
"T'otal increase of Colonial T'rade and Navigation ..... 7,703,717
Decrease of American............... 8,873,242

Nett decrease... £.1,169,525

So nearly was the total interruption of our
commerce with the United States compensated, by
the mere increase of colonial trade; and even this
balance might be further reduced, if not equalled,
were any exact account at hand of the increase
of trade, at this time, between the West Indies
and foreign ports.

It may be remarked, in passing, that the com-
merce and navigation of the United States were,
during the same period, reduced from 22,909,412/,
exports, to 1,558,674L, and from 929,421 tons of
American shipping in foreign trade, to 59,626*.
So utterly impotent is that power to distress us
by hostilities ; so destructive to their commerce is
our enmity with them; and both owing to colonial
trade and colonial possessions.

* Seybert,
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The West Indian islands, the while, were far
from suffering. It has been already shown that
their exports, that is, their produce, to Great
Britain and the colonies, had increased nearly
1,000,000/. ; and as men do not continue, much
less extend, the cultivation of their estates, for so
long a period at a loss, the presumption is, that
they yielded a better profit.

How much the exportation of West India pro-
duce to the Canadian provinces was augmented,
during the same period, may be better seen in the
table subjoined.

1810. 1814. Decrease. | Increase.
Sugar ceveenennine Ibs. {3,227,87718,176,722| ......... 4,948,845
Molasses......... galls. | 329,743] 530,298 ......... 200,555
Coffee ............. Ibs. | 553,332| 284,536| 268,796 —_
Rum .. ......... galls. |1,198,783[1,919,2511 ......... 720,468

Here, therefore, we have had before us anex-
treme case of the total suspension of colonial in-
tercourse with the United States, and have seen
by the result, that the measures of that people to
depress colonial trade, can injure none but them-
selves; nor have they any other means of wresting
it from us, but some imprudent negociation, or some
impolitic act of Parliament: means to which the
Americans immediately had the good sense to
resort, and in 1822, the good fortune to succeed.
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No. V.

The treaties of 1814 and 1815 being obtained,
the Americans lost no time in recommencing their
commercial hostilities, which we met in the
same spirit, as from 1783 to 1807. First, in 1816,
they made the third general revision of their tariff,
raising their daties upon manufactures and West
India produce, by from 30 to 100 per cent. above
their former rates ; the internal duties upon their
own manufactures and distilled spirits expiring
about the same time. Next, in 1817, their tounage
duties, which during the war had been increased
to 8s. 8d. upon foreign vessels, were reduced upon
other foreign ships to 6s. 6d., and raised to
10s. 10d. upon such as should come from British
colonial ports, to which the United States were not
admitted *,

In 1818, they closed their ports against our
vessels arriving from, or even touching at, any
sach colonial port; and farther, they prohibited
British ships, though entering their ports from the
United Kingdom, to clear out for any colonial
port, from which American ships were excluded:
a measure without example since colonies were
planted, and most contrary to the treaty of 1815,
in spirit at least, if not the letter. By this they
redaced the whole British tonnage to their ports,

* Seybert.
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from 177,575 (the average of the three years pre-
ceding) to 45,557 tons, the average of the three
succeeding years*,

In 1820, they closed their ports against our
vessels arriving from, or touching at, any colonial
port whatever in America, even those to which
American vessels were admitted. Further, they
prohibited the produce of any one colony to be
imported, even in American vessels, from ports in
any other colony. And, further, they prohibited
British vessels, though entering the United States
from Great Britain under the treaty of 1815, to
clear out to any colonial port whatever in America,
even to those to which American vessels were ad-
mitted | : a still grosser abuse, if not infraction, of
that treaty, and no less contrary to all terms of
reciprocity, or even amity, between nations.

It would have been easy for Great Britain to
have devised some similar perversion of the treaty ;
and honour to her ministers that they did not.
But shame to them, who in the midst of these
inimical acts of the United States, could set their
hands to another convention, * que et risus homi-
num et querelas moveret.” The fisheries of British
America, which train and support more seamen
than any other branch of commerce, except the
trade in timber; which may give food to half

* Watterston’s and Van Zandt’s Statistics of the United States.

T Tazewall’s Review of the Negociations between the United
States and Great Britai.
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Christendom for one-fourth of the year; which
have been mines of silver and gold to us, more
lucrative than any in either hemisphere ; the rights
of taking and curing fish, on the waters and
shores of Newfoundland and the Labrador, toge-
ther with liberty of entering any other parts of
our coast for smuggling (which the treaty calls
«“ getting wood and water”), were in 1818, con-
ceded (the treaty says, * for ever,”) to the Ameri-
cans, without equivalent! unless our assigning as
limits the most valuable parts, or their giving up
claims to all the rest, can be called an equivalent ;
claims to which they had as little pretension, as
their President to the crown of Great Britain.
And this treaty of gratuity and concession was
negociated with profound secrecy, no notice given,
no inquiry made; and more, after our commis-
sioners at Ghent had expressly refused to include
it in that negociation, and denounced to the
United States, that it would not be granted with-
out equivalent. How much this liberality has
cost us, or been worth to the Americans, no suffi-
cient means of ascertaining are at hand ; but some
conjecture may be formed from the following facts.
‘The amount of their tonnage employed in fisheries
has increased nearly one half, since the signing of
that treaty ; the average till then, from the peace,
having been 51,110: since that treaty till 1826,
it had risen to 74,862 tous annually ; and since
1326, has increased still further. These not only
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furnish food to a great part of their own popula-
tion, whose consumption of fish is immense, but
leave a surplus for exportation yearly, varying
from the value of 300,000l to 700,000l. A late
Quebec paper gives the subjoined statement of the
proportion in which they have divided with us the
Labrador fishery, during the present year.

Vessels. Men. Fish. Qil.
Cwt. Hhds.
British....ccereeerecrcenate 608 9,110 | 673,000; 6,730
American. ............... 1,500 | 15,000 (1,100,000, 11,000
Total.......... vesecassesas 2,108 | 24,110 |1,773,000 17,730
Net value on the coast. )
Fisheiviovereieneens tescesssscnenn ereenssaniressrerene &£ 1,002,000
Oil..... tereeesreeerrrennenn trecteceeences veseesenne cee 95,000
Seal skins and furs.......... ceessesescntsecrennsane 7,000
£1,114,000

Such were the commercial measures of the
United States, and such the only retaliation on
our part, till 1822. Let us see what was the con-
dition of the colonial trade during this interval.

““ The greater part of that period,” says a
Report of the American congress, ‘an annual
trade of 11,000,000 of dollars (2,474,000/.), one
half produced, and the other half consumed in the
United States, — employing 100,000 tons of ship-
ping, with five or six thousand seamen, and form-
ing an aggregate freight or profit of 2,000,000 of

E
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dollars (450,000L.), was carried on by British navi-
gation.” From which it appears, first, that the
colonial exports to the United States now equalled
the imports, which had generally been far otherwise,
when carried in American bottoms; next, that
these exports amounted to 1,237,000L, which
before had as rarely happened ; 3dly, that after
paying the heavy exactions of their tariff and dis-
criminating duties, there still remained to British
navigation a net surplus of freight of nearly half a
million per annum. During the three next years,
1819, 1820, and 1821, this trade, in American
articles to the West Indies, was principally con-
ducted through the free ports of Bermuda and the
northern colonies; the United States having, by
the acts of 1818 and 1820, above stated, inter-
dicted the direct voyage. A change, which did us
little injury, and them much. For the short
freight which we thus lost, and they gained by
bringing their articles to the free ports, was
but about 10s. a ton, and less than the dis-
criminating dities imposed by them on colonial
vessels; and their exports to our islands and
colonies *decreased from 1,700,000/., in the year
1817, to 511,909/, in 1821, without increasing to
the foreign islands *. Consequently American
prices were much depressed ; and whatever was
added to the cost of their articles by this circuitons

* Watter-ton and Van Zandt's Statisties of the United States.



51

voyage, and not compensated hy saving the tonnage
duty, was by no means all paid by the West
Indian consumer, but partly and principally out of
the diminished profits of the producer; and the
residue operated as a salutary protection for colo-
nial corn and wood; which, since 1783, had
received no encouragement in the West Indies,
except from the hostile acts of the United States,
and except always, to the honour of the islund
be it mentioned, some small duties which of
late Jamaica had voluntarily laid, to protect
and encourage fellow subjects in British North
America. Indeed colonial intercourse with the
United States had never before been on so advan-
tageous a footing. The supplies of provisions and
wood exported from the United Kingdom to the
West Indies amounted, on the average of 1819,
1820 and 1821, to 582,918/. * The inter-colonial
trade from the Canadian provinces had again
nearly doubled since 1814, and now employed, on
the average of 1820 and 1821, 78,262 tons 4,
whose freights and cargoes, according to the
measure before assumed, must have been equal
to 1,643,502/., and the registered tonnage in these
provinces again advanced from 115,000 to 148,729
tons ¥.

Great exertions to extend their production of
West India supplies were made among them, as
well by public bounties as by private adventures ;

* Parliamentary Returns. 1 Official Returns. | Moreau.
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large investments made in mills for the manufuc-
ture of boards and flour; and reasonable hopes en-
tertained, that in a few years colonial articles would
be as generally substituted for American in the
West India market, as the freights had already
been transferred from American to British ship-
ping. All which advantages, in possession and
prospect, were suddenly destroyed, by another re-
volution in the measures and policy of the imperial
government. Without any notice given, any in-
quiry made, any adequate cause assigned, any defi-
ciency in the West India supplies alleged, the
islands were suddenly thrown open to American
ships by act of parliament in 1822 *, and American
articles admitted under duties not amounting, ad
valorem, to one-fifth of the duties imposed by the
Americans on West Indian produce, and utterly
insufticient to protect British and colonial indus-
try. What was the consequence? The exporta-
tion of such supplies, from the United Kingdom to
the West Indies, declined from the amount above
given of 582,918/, to 314,866, the amount
in 1823 —a decrease of nearly one-half; and the
trade from the Canadian provinces sunk, in still
greater proportion, from 78,262 tons, to 36,0823,
the number cleared outwards in 1825. Applying
the rule hefore used to measure the value of their
freights and cargoes, the whole decrease, of Bri-

* Stat. 4 Geo. 1V, cap. 44. T Parliamentary Returns.
1 Ofticial Returns.



53

tish trade and navigation, appears to have been no
less than 1,152,832/, annually; and this, excluding
the freights of the articles, from the United King-
dom, and from Bermuda, and from the foreign
islands. This, so freely thrown away on our part,
the Americans made haste to gather up. In two
years they got 100,000 tons of shipping into the
direct trade with the British islands, besides the
75,000 in the trade to the northern colonies; and
their exports to the islands and colonies doubled,
from 511,909/., the amount in 1821, to 1,057,309/.
in 1826 ; while their imports thence that year were
only 620,632L, and the British shipping employed
in the whole intercourse was but 18,228 tons, the
American amounting to 175,923 %,

With which state of things ministers seemed so
content, that in 1825 they offered to make it per-
petual, and with great additional advantages to the
United States. What these offers were, and why
they failed, and what the consequences, shall next
be discussed. Here, however, it may be remarked,
that the Americans revised their tariff, for the
fourth time, in 1824, increasing their duties upon
our manufactures, and principally upon woollens,
about 30 per cent.; and in 1828, the fifth Ameri-
can tariff again raised their duties, upon woollens by
from 50 to 80 per cent., and on rum about 30,

* Watterston and Van Zandt,
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above all former duties. The rate ad palorem of
their duties on woollens is now 50 per cent., on pig
iron 50 per cent., on bar iron upwards of 100 per
cent.; and upon West India produce, on sugar,
about 14s. 6d. per cwt., being more than 70 per
cent. ; 24s. per cwt. equal to 40 per cent. on coftee ;
sd. per gallon, being 30 per cent. on molasses ; on
salt 200 per cent. and, what is of most importance,
on rum 3s. 8d. per gallon, more than cent. per
cent., and equal to a prohibition.

Qur means of information are so limited, that
we have been able to give but a very inadequate
idea, cither of the value to us of the West India
trade till 1822, or of its loss after, by the transfer-
ence to the Americans. The amount, of capital
put without return, and of industry paralysed, by
a change so sudden and extreme, and the eflects
upon private property and coutracts, are things
not casily collected or estimated, though known to
be great, and of which accounts of imports and
exports afford an imperfect conception. But it
seems, with the body politic as the human body,
that there is in the nature of things a healing
power, which accommodates itself to circumnstances,
and bears up against, and partly remedies, most of
the evils, which error or incaution inflict. Shocks
there are however, whose repetition is the worst of
calamities ; and such will the measure of 1822
prove, if renewed in 1830, The admission of
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American ships into the West Indies would now
be attended with far greater injury, than any hi-
therto suffered ; for reasons we shall give.

No. VI.

“There are three things which cannot be sa-
tisfied, and four which say not it is enough,” as
the wisdom of the olden time instructs us; and the
advances of the new world seem likely to produce
a fifth. This shall be better understood, by sum-
ming up the climax of American demands in ne-
gociating and legislating on colonial intercourse,
from the first of our concessions, to the last of
their attempts. It was a great object for them, at
the beginning, to have even their articles admitted
into the Buitish islands. This was granted by the
act of 1783. Next, they required admission for
their vessels under 70 tons, and offered, as an
equivalent, no less than to give up all exportation
of colonial produce to foreign countries from their
own. It was granted by the treaty of 1794. Then
they refuse all equivalent, and are offered admis-
sion for vessels of one deck (by the negociations
in 1817%). After, they reject this limitation to
vessels of one deck, and ask admission for vessels

* Tazewell’s Review of the Negociations between the United
States and Great Britain.
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of the same description as British, to the same
ports, and with the same articles. This, too, is
complied with (by the negociations in 1818%).
All which being obtained, the Americans further
demand, that whatever articles are admitted to any
one port, shall be admitted to all ; refusing, at the
same time, to receive from all ports, whatever
articles they receive from any; and demand also,
that their articles shall be charged with no higher
duties, than if imported from any other country.
‘Their envoy was very properly directed, in com-
municating these lust demands, to read, at the
same time, to the British minister, a lecture upon
plain dealing, and state * that it is fur better, for
the harmony of two nations, to avoid any bargain
in which either party, after agreeing to it, shall
have, by the experience of its effects, the senti-
ment of having been vverreached brought home to
its councils+.”

Here the negociation seems to have given place
to legislation, and the same game continued. The
act of 1822%, opened free ports in the West
Indies to American vessels, exclusive of other na-
tions, free of all discriminating duties on tonnage
or goods, for the importation of their principal
staples, wood and corn, under very low duties,

* Tazewell’s Review of the Negociations between the United
States and Great‘Britain.

t Letter of Mr. Adams to Mr. Rush, May 1819.

¢ Stat. 4 Geo. 1V, cap. 44.
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together with the liberty of exportation, in all
respects the same as in British ships.

At about the same time (May, 1822), in antici-
pation of the above act of parliament, and in
similar terms, an act of congress was passed*,
giving the president power to open their ports
to British vessels from the colonies, so as to confer
upon such vessels * like privileges” to those con-
terred by Great Britain upon American. Accord-
ingly, when the British act came into operation,
the president, by his proclamation, opened their
ports. Here follows a rare piece of dealing, for
which, between individuals, no epithet would be
thought too severe. As the British act imposed
no tonnage or discriminating duty on American
vessels, and the American act offered British ves-
sels the * like privileges,” the conclusion of course
was, that their tonnage and discriminating duties on
our vessels had also ceased. The president’s procla-
mation+ said nothing to the contrary, though it
enumerated other restrictions. But, after allowing
three weeks to intervene, just enough for this pro-
clamation to reach the islands and colonies, and
for the adveuntures it invited to commerce, instruc-
tions are sent to the American customs, to exact
the tonnage duty of 6s. 6d. a ton, and the discri-
minating duties of 10 per cent. upon all such ves-
sels as should arrive}.

* Act, 6th May, 1822, T 24th August, 1822, -
1 Tazewell.
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It bas been said, that they, who often deceive
othiers, must practise, either different means, or upon
different persouns. Erroneously ; there are who re-
(uire neither; but have heen able three times to
overreach the same government by the same equi-
vocation.  First, upon ¢ like manncr” in the
treaty of 1794 (explained in our second number):
~ccondly, upon ¢ like articles” in the treaty of
1815 ; contrary to which, their tariff immediately
charged above 100 per cent. more duties on British
bar iron than on Baltic, because the former being
rolled, and the latter hamwered, into bars, the
articles were no longer like*: tlirdly, in 1822,
upon ““ like privileges.” For it was in vain that
we invoked both their act of 1815, which had pro-
posed and promised to all the world the mutual
abolition of all discriminating duties, and the
lute act of 1822, which had offered our ships ¢ like
privileges” to those we gave theirs: the president
said, the privileges were us like as like could be;
be liad not sufficient proof that our discriminating
duties were removed ; nor suflicient power to re-
mwove those of the United States; besides, our act
was partial, was restricted, and was temporary .
It was seen that the British government was come
around, and determined to bring them to the
uttermost point. Communications were imme-

* Papers relating to the American Tariff.

T Correspondence between Mr. Adams and Mr. Stratford
Canning.
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diately made, *“ that_further measures would be in-
dispensable on both sides to obtain a result satis-
Juctory to either :” meaning, that farther conces-
stons must be made. What these concessions
were to be, was prescribed by their act of 1823 *,
By this, upon proof that no other or higher duties
of tonnage, &c. upon American vessels, or upon the
goods imported therein,are exacted in colonial ports,
than upon British vessels, or the like goods imported
“ from elsewhere,” the president was authorized to
issue his proclamation, declaring that no other or
higher duties of tonnage, &c. shall be levied upon
British vessels coming from the colonial ports, and
the goods imported therein, than upon American
vessels, and the goods therein. The word ¢ else-
where,” in this act, was naturally supposed at first
to mean from any foreign country, but was after-
wards explained to imply from any other country
whatsoever, British or foreign. By this equivocal
dissyllable (for the effect of this word, says a
Report of the American Congress, * was discussed
and well understood, and it was inserted because
the most apt and expressive to meet the case:” the
discussion of which shows that the equivocation
was remarked, its insertion, that it was pre-
ferred :)—Dbut by this most apt and expressive word,
that government was found to have demanded,
1st, That our discriminating duties upon tonuage

* Act of Congress of 1st of Mareh, 1823.
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should be removed ; (it was notorious that no such
duties existed); 2d, That their manufactures
should be admitted into the colonies on the same
terms as the manufactures from the mother
country ; 3d, That their produce should be ad-
mitted into each colony upon the same terms as
the produce of another colony; that is, that their
provisions and lumber should be admitted into the
West Indies on the same terms as those of the
North American colonies, and that their sugars
and ruimn should be admitted into the North Ame-
rican colonies, upon the same terms as those of the
West Indies. In concideration of all which they
too would remove their discriminating duties; but
would not remove their prohibition upon British
ships arriving from the United Kingdom to clear
out for colonial ports; and would not remove
their duties on colonial produce, which the tariff
of 1816 had made almost prohibitory. Yet, after
these demands, so extravagant, so arrogant, as to
be hardly understood, had been explained ; after
secing the colonial trade, and British shipping, so
reduced, as before shown, and the Americans
supplanting both by the freights and cargoes of
100,000 tons; while the 20,000 tons of British
vessels, thus ensnared into the United States, were
forced to pay nearly the whole profits of their
voyage into the American treasury; yet, not even
then, could the British Government be brought to
put a stop to this unequal tntercourse, nor to any
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measures of retaliation, except one, the feeblest of
all, and most fallacious. An order in council *
directed a tonnage duty of 4s. 4d. a ton to be levied
upon American vessels, and 10 per cent. upon the
duties on their cargoes, more than the duties paid
by British vessels. Here, by following verbally
the American rate of duties, we were caught a
second time in the same trap, which had exposed
us to so much loss and derision, after the year
1798 : for our duties upon American articles were
so light, and the articles so bulky, that this discri-
mination made a very trifling and unavailing dif-
ference in our favour; while the duties they levied
upou West India produce were so high, and their
amount upon a cargo so great, that the 10 per
cent. addition was more than the whole freight,
and amounted to a prohibition of importation in
British ships+4. Thus the West India merchant,
in sending his ship to the United States for a
cargo of their produce, was obliged to employ an
American vessel to carry thither his sugar and ram
for payment, while his own made the same voyage
in ballast. Besides all this, not even was the
tonnage duty, imposed by the order in council, equal
to the American charges upon our tonnage, by a
third. The British ships from the colonies were
then paying upon their tonnage, in American ports,
4s. 1d. tonnage, 2s. 2d. light, and about 3d. a ton

* Order of 21st July, 1823.
+ Proceedings of the Harrisburg Convention,
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pilotage ; all discriminating charges, trom which
American bottoms were exempt, and which
amounted to 6s. 6d. a ton. To counteract which
4s. 4d. seems on our part to have been computed
the just equivalent ; for American vessels in colo-
nial ports were subjected to no other discrimi-
nating charge.

To suffer things to remain in this state was saffi-
ciently ruinous, yet in 1824 such another conces-
sion was invented, as would have made colonial
and shipping interests still more desperate. For, to
induce the Americans to repeal their discrimina-
ting dutics, and their restrictions on the circuitous
voyage, an offer was that year made to permit
thein to export on equal terms with ourselves,
trom the colonies to all foreign countries what-
soever. If the importance of the trade between
the West Indies aud foreign countries is con-
sidered, one can hardly believe it was fully under-
stood, either what might be lost by us, or gained
by the Americans, when such a proposal was
offered, and was rejected.  Events however proved,
that the Americans at least knew what they were
abomt; for, in 1825, ministers advanced a “step
further, and a most important oue. By an act that
year *, not only was the above privilege of trading
between British colonies and all foreign countries
granted, but in addition, ministers almost sub-

* Stat. 6 Geo. IV, cap. 73.
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scribed to the American demands of 1823, all ex-
travagant and unequal as they were. For by this
act (which added largely to the articles of import),
American manufactares were admitted into all the
colonies and islands, not exactly upon the same
terms as those of the mother country, but under a
very low protecting duty, at the highest not equal
to the amount of the costs and charges, at which
the manufactures of the mother country could be
there imported ; and, in many cases, not equal to
the amount of such costs and charges by one half';
nor equal to one half the duty imposed upon British
manufactures in American ports ; and their produce
was admitted into the West Indies under low pro-
tecting duties, in favour of the mother conntry and
her North American colonies, equally insufficient
to cover the difference of freight by the shorter
voyage, and the other advantages enjoyed by the
United States.

What maduess or folly possessed the Americans
that they hesitated at this offer: Did the mere
phantom of a schedule and duties impose on their
penetration ; or what further concessions had they
to hope or desire? They since accuse the obscurity
of our law. Unjustly: ministers had translated
their demands into the act of parliament, not
indeed to the letter, but so faithfully to the spirit,
that they shonld have recognised their own mea-
sures in a different shape. Yet there was a singu-
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lar clause in that act, which discovered that
ministers had still something more to concede, or
had as yet no certain policy to pursue. They were
empowered to give, by an order in council, any
country the whole privileges the act conferred, and
dispense with all the conditions it exacted. This
seemed precisely suited to the United States.
Here was an arriere-pensée, a something fur-
ther, they knew not what, or knew not how
worthless, to be wrung forth. The congress met.
The act and offers of Great Britain were laid be-
fore them. An attempt was made by the mode-
rate party to repeal their act of 1823, and remove
their discriminating duties, and accept of the
colonial trade; but it was outvoted. The offer
was rejected. -The congress held out for some-
thing more.

For once, they were mistaken. For once, did
the Americans speculate upon the facility and con.
cession of our government, and fail. Knowing
as they are, in the value of every question, the
time when, and the men with whom they nego-
ciate, for once, they seem to have overrated the
patience, or indifference, or liberality, of a British
minister. An order in council at length came
forth*, not to offer further concessions, but to re-
voke those already granted. After having suffered
the West Indies to be open to them for four years,

* Order of July, 1826,
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on terms most unequal, and ruinous to British
trade and shipping, the ports were finally closed.
The Americans were astonished. At first they
tried high and angry letters. ¢ If the President
does not require a revocation of that part of the
order of council, which prohibits the admission of
vessels of the United States, as a preliminary to all
negociation on this subject, it is because, faithful
to the desire which he anxiously entertains of pre-
serving the harmony and amity between the two
countries, he will not- follow the unfriendly exam-
ple which has been exhibited by the British go-
vernment*.”  So cheap, so easy, had the conces-
sions of that government become, that the Ame-
rican president takes credit to himself for so far
moderating his indignation, as not to require for a
preliminary to negociation, what would have been
scarce less disgraceful than injurious to the British
empire. This lofty tone was afterwards lowered
to a much humbler key. They offered, in 1827,
to allow British ships from the United Kingdom
arriving in their ports, to clear out for our own
coloniest ; which was an injury even to have de-
nied, and the small importance of which they pro-
bably had now ascertained. But all negociation
upon the subject was, for a second time, declined.
For the third time, they are now, in 1829, asking
to renew it; being shrewdly disposed to turn to
% Letter of Mr. Clay, 28th of September, 1826.

 Letter of Mr. Gallatin, 4th of June, 1827,
r



66

come account the present theorics of free trade,
while the public and government are in the hu-
mour. And ministers, it is said, are hesitating.
After having exhausted all means, just and unjust,
to force open the islands, are the United States
now to effect it by mere importunity, or some
trifling concession ? For a little repentance, for
a moment’s humility, a few words of peace and
good will, are they now to be let into the West
Indies, as they were let into the fisheries? as
though we had never before seen Tartuffe always
biding his time to start up and exclaim,

¢t (Vest & vous d’en sortir, vous, qui parlez en maitre,
La maison m’appartient, je le ferai connoitre.”

No. VIL

It has been shown, that, during the three and thirty
years preceding 1827, the admission of Americans
into the West India trade has invariably trans-
ferred to them millions of British wealth, which
their exclnsion has as invariably recovered. But
since 1827, the date of their last exclusion, one
would imagine the result to have been different, o1
government could not so soon be tempted to aban-
don a measure, which was lately pronounced de
liberate and conclusive. What then has been the
condition of the trade for the last two years ?
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We shall not complain, that, even if the present
system were merely an cxperiment, the time for
trial, in so important a mcasure, has been but
brief; nor will we further compare the impatience,
which now barely waits the result of two years,
with that long-suffering and abundant tenderness,
which tolerated the admiission of American ships
‘on terms so unequal for four. Although that very
admission, followed by the frightful decline of
every British trade, and the loss of 50 per cent.
in shipping, has so depressed and exhausted the
North American colonies, that there never was an
unfairer time, for judging of their enterprize and
resources to supply the West Indies, than the
years 1827 and 1828. Notwithstanding, on com-
paring 1828, the year after the Americans were
excluded, with 1825, the year before, the tonnage
from these colonies to the West Indies has in-
creased by nearly 150 per cent., from 36,082 to
90,703 tons * ; their exports thither have increased
in some articles from three to sevenfold; and
their imports thence, in sugar, molasses, and
coffee, nearly threefold{; and upon the whole the
increase of both exports and imports has probably
been in proportion to the increase of tonnage. At
the same time the export of such supplies (corn,
rice, and wood) from the United Kingdom has
advanced about 50 per cent., and the British ton-

+ Official Returns. + Id.
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nage between the foreign islands and our own
above 300 per cent., from 36,399 to 109,063
tons*; and the registered tonnage of both our
islands and colonies has increased from 214,375
tons, in 1825, to 279,362 tons, in 182871, Ac-
cording to the measnre hitherto used for express-
ing the amount of the intercolonial trade and
navigation in money, and which, though prices
have fallen, is still the best and only means of
comparing different years, the increase of 1828
above 1825 is equal to 1,146,141, and the whole
trade between the islands and North American
colonies for that year worth 1,904,763/. The real
value, however, measured by present prices is
less. Let us add the value of the supplies sent
from the United Kingdom in 1828, equal to
345,159, exclusive of freights; and take the navi-
gation between the foreign islands and our own to
have earned 25s. a ton; and we shall find the
whole value of the British trade, in West India
supplies of food and wood, to be now no less thav
2,387,3751.

Here then is given a sufficient reason for the
assertion before made, that the readmission of the
Americans would now be attended with greate
evils than any before experienced ; because the
amount of British capital and industry now in
vested in the trade is so much greater, than at an’

* Official Returns. t Parliamentary Abstracts.
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former time, that the annual return amounts to
nearly two millions and a half; being more than
even in 1821, the year of its highest prosperity
heretofore. Now, as the duties of the act, 4th
Geo. 1V, under which the Americans were ad-
mitted in 1822, were the same as those of 6th
Geo. IV, by which, since 1825, this trade is regu-
lated, and under which the Americans are to trade
if admitted, in 1830, it follows, that the result of
their admission, in 1830, will be in the same ratio
as in 1822, viz. a decline of British trade equal to
50 per cent.: the amount of which decline will,
of course, be greater now than in 1822, in propor-
tion as the amount of that trade is now greater.
But there are reasons for thinking, that even the
ratio also of this decline will increase no less than
its amount. First, because the list of articles ad-
missible now is far larger than in 1822, and com-
prehends all kinds of manufactures, with few and
unimportant prohibitions (except of salted pro-
visions and fish) ; and, as the Americans can un-
dersell us in almost all the coarser and ruder
fabrics of cotton, leather, wood, paper, and some
others*, they will not only supplant the exporta-
tion of food and ! :mber, &c. (the article to which
alone we have been confining our attention), but
begin to interfere with the manufactures of the
United Kingdom. Secondly, because the Ame-

* Proceedings of the Harrisburg Convention.
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ricans, by their new canals, and other vast im-
prevements in internal communication, have
brought into their ports and markets, the produce
of much greater, richer, and cheaper territories,
than supplied West India exports heretofore, and
consequently will be more enabled to drive the
British producer and carrier out of the islands,
and engross the trade more entirely to them-
selves. Thirdly, greater exertions than ever have
been made of late in the Canadian provinces, upon
the faith or encouragement of the present system,
to increase their production, and facilitate the
transportation of West India supplies; and large
sums expended in undertakings, public and pri-
vate, the return and result of which have not yet
come in, but which will speedily be perceived, or
perhaps for ever foreclosed, accordingly as govern-
ment adhere to, or change, existing regulations.
Among such works, of a public nature, may be
mentioned the canals*, nothing inferior in use
and enterprise to those of the United States; as
La Chine, constructed at an expense of 115,000/. ;
the Granville, at 115,000. ; the Rideau, at
500,000/. ; the Welland, at 200,000/, ; the Shu-
benacadie, at 90,000/. All which sums either are
already, or soon to be, expended, and the works
either finished, or under contract to be shortly
opened ; and others, as the Richlieu and the Bay

* Mac Taggart’s Canada. Captain Hall’s ditto.
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of Verte, scarcely less important, are about to be
begun. It is not pretended that all these have
been made solely for commercial intercourse, or
intercourse with the West Indies; but it is as-
serted, that the West India trade is that, to which
they will give the greatest benefit, and from which
derive a great proportion of their profits. The
Americans, by first opening their canals, have had
the start of our colonists, and been able to ship
their most inland productions from Atlantic ports,
some years before the produce of Upper Canada
could be got down to Quebec; but this, appa-
rently, is not enough, unless they can also per-
suade our government to cut off the best market,
for which that produce is destined, just as the first
ship has descended the locks from Lake Erie to
Ontario. It would be long to compute the amount
of private enterprises undertaken upon the encou-
ragement of the existiug system, and not yet pro-
ductive of return, as mills, wharfs, ships, &c.;
(though we cannot forbear to mention, that in the
single port of St. Andrew’s were built, in the year
1828, for the West India trade, twelve vessels,
measuring 2,240 tons; and the tonnage thence to
the West Indies seems to bhave nearly doubled in
the present year, as the returns give 4,251 tons
outwards to the West Indies and Newfoundland,
in the quarter ending 10th of October, 1828, and,
in the corresponding quarter of 1839, 7,710 tons) :
but such particulars are unnecessary, since, in a
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country, whose whole industry is engaged in agri-
culture, fisheries, or the forest, the labours and
property of every individual have an immediate
operation and dependence upon the West India
market. Every individual, therefore, has an in-
terest, and a most valuable one, vested iu the per-
manence of the present law; and the readmission
ot the Americans is an evil, which will be felt not
ounly by every shipowner and merchant, but will
search out every husbandman, penetrate into every
hut in the forest, and enter the shallop of cvery
fisherman around the shores.

So tar we have set forth the circumstances trom
which may be collected, what we have heretofore
lost by suffering the Americans to intercept the
West India trade, what gained by reclaiming it for
ourselves, and how much more than ever we shall
probably lose now, by again transferring it to the
United States. It remains to examine the reasons
in favour of this concession usually offered by the
Americans, and by those among us, if any sach
there be, who hold the same opinions : in doing
which, some further statistics shall be given, to
confirm what has already heen advanced.

That the West Indians are not so well supplied
when the Americans are excluded.— Subjoined is a
comparison of the amount of these supplies in
1825, the year before the Americans lost the trade,
with 1828, the year after. It will be scen, that, in
some articles, the West Indies have had far more;
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in some the same quantity; and in some rather
less. Of beef, pork, and fish, there is no question
the last, however, have been particularly abundaut
and cheap. In flour there is an increase. In corn
and bread a deficiency to no great extent; and
which was probably supplied in some measure by
the increased importation of potatoes, and other
vegetable food, from the North American colonies.
In lumber of every kind the supply in 1828 has
been greatly increased ; and particularly in staves,
the most difficult article to procure, the quautity
nearly doubled.

TOTAL IMPORTS INTO THE WEST INDIES.

1825. 1828,

Americans | Americans | Decrease. | Increase.

admitted. ercluded.
Staves, No....... 9,839,328 |16,773,992 | ......... 6,934,664
Flour, brls........ 202,737 206,653 | ......... 3,916
Corn, bushels....] 383,832 351,832 | 32,000
Bread, cwt....... 70,411 16,591 | 53,820
Rice, cwt......... 41,614 39,822 1,792
Boards, feet...... 20,733,608 |23,602,837 | ......... 2,869,229
Hoops, No....... 7,919,225 | 8,446,483 | ......... | 527,258
Shingles, No..... 15,448,603 {19,166,227 | ......... 3,717,624

Upon the whole therefore it is clear, that the
islands have been quite as well, or rather better,
supplied since the last exclusion of American

shipping.
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That the West Indians must have American
supplies.—But they need not have American car-
riers. This objection eludes half the question, and
the more important half. The freight is equal in
value to the cargo, and supports nearly 12,000
seamen. Nor will it long be true that they must
have American supplies. Within a short time the
whole may be produced from our own colonies
(unless again paralysed by readmitting the Ameri-
cans), as we shall presently find means to prove.

That American articles are still imported
through the neutral or foreign islands.— An evil ;
but one which cannot be remedicd by admitting
those articles directly in American ships; and
which may be removed by perseverance in the pre-
sent system. The increase of the trade through
the forcign islands in 1828, seems, according to an
account hefore us, to have been but from one-half
to three-tifths of the decrease in the direct Ame-
rican trade since 1825. Some portion of the im-
ports from the North American colonies is also of
American origin; but the main concern is, that
through the colonies seven-eighths of the freight are
ours, and, even through the islands, one-third ; the
conclusion therefore seems, that the former course
ought to be encouraged, rather than the latter.
Yet, strange to say, the converse of this is preferred.
For, by cuffering the tonnage duty to continue upon
Amecrican vessels to the northern free ports (which
duty, while colonial ships were admitted by the
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Americans, operated as some protection, but after
they were excluded, only as a tax), a bounty is
given to the trade through the foreign islands
equal in most articles to 4s. 4d. a ton. This
keeps up the trade through that channel; gives
the Americans the long freights; and deprives
perhaps some 30,000 tons of British shipping of
yearly employment. Would, that they, who are
suffering from this burthen, might, without pre-
snmption, have said to those, who continue it,
either remove this duty, or give us one reason why
you will not.

That in each of these cases the freight from the
Soreign islands to ours, and_from the United States
to the North American colonies, is all added to the
cost of the article, and paid by the West Indian con-
sumer.— No more, than the additional daties, by
the late American tarifls, upon British manufactures
(of which nearly the same quantity continues to be
imported), are all paid by the American consumer.
The loss is in both instances divided, between the
advanced price to the consumer, and the diminished
profit to the producer; and in both instances it is
the diminished profit of the producer, that has
made up nearly all the difference. Wood and corn
are the staples of the United States, which are
produced with such ease and abundance, that they
might supply many countries, but for which they
can find a market in scarcely any, except the West
Indies. When, therefore, our islands, which open
receive a good part, about a fourth, of all their ex-
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port in these articles, are closed; and when the
100,000 tons, employed in the carriage, are thrown
out of employment ; it is clear that, other circum-
stances equal, the price both of the article and of
the freight must decline. Then, compute the dif-
ference of selling in the small and glutted market
of St. Thomas, and searching among our islands
for the dearest (as the Americans were permitted
to do till 1827); and inclade the compctition of
our own colonies, and of other countries, now em-
barking largely in the trade; and there can be no
doubt, that the Americans sell for much less in the
circuitous trade, than they did or would in a
direct. In point of fact, as we are informed,
American freights to the foreign islands have
fallen to 2/ per ton, although in 1825 their
frcights to our islands were about 3/ The present
freight from the United States (New York) to the
northern colonies is 8s. 8d. a ton, ome half of
which is the politic tonnage duty just mentioned.
The freights now earned by British ships in the
trade are, from the foreign islands to our own,
from 20s. to 30s.—say 25s. per ton; from the
North American colonies 50s. aud 70s.—say 3L
It is clear, therefore, that in the former voyage, by
adding 5s. to the freight, we divide the whole
amount with the Americans in the proportion of
5to 8; and in the latter we add 8s. 8d. a ton to
the freight, and divide with them in the propor-
tion of about 14 to 2, or, excluding the tonnage
duty, about 14 to 1; upon the whole therefore,
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after deducting the addition, we save 20s. a ton
in the one case, and 2/ 11s. 4d. in the other. It
may be, that by endeavouring to give too exact an
idea of these savings on freights, we lose some-
thing in accuracy of what we gain in precision.
But the error, if any, cannot be of such a degree as
to alter the question. These figures, we are confi-
dent, represent the real character of each voyage,
and are not far from the actual prices.

That prices are higher in the West Indies since
American ships were excluded. That the price of
floar and corn may have advanced is easily con-
ceived, as the quantity supplied in 1828 is less
than in 1825. The cause of this however must be
sought in other reasons, than the exclusion of
American vessels ; for, as the duty upon flour in
the direct trade of 1825 was 5s. per barrel, and
the daty now charged through the warehousing
ports is but 1s., and the freight from the United
States to those ports but 2s. 2d. (one half of which
is the tonnage duty), it follows of course, that,
even taking the expense of transhipment to be
equal to 64. more, American flour may now be im-
ported into the West Indies at a cheaper rate,
than in 1825. With regard to other articles, it is
difficult to conceive how the price can be higher
than in 1825, since we have seen that the supply
has been far more abundant, unless there has been
a great increase of demand, that is to say, of crops
and production. Now, it will hardly he pre-
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tended, that the fertility of the soil, or the henig-
nity of the season, or the extent of cultivation, de-
pend on the admission of American vessels; or, if
they do, still the argument is against it; for, since
their exclusion, production seems to have in-
creased. The fact is, we believe, that the crop of
1825 was a great deal aore abundant, than that of
1828 ; for certainly there were 13,841 hogsheads
of <ugar sent to London from Jamaica in the latter
year more than in the former; and the whole value
of imports from the West Indies into the United
Kingdom was more by 1,565,0007. *

This advance of price, therefore, is owing to
the increase of the crop. And as the amount of
the crop cannot well be ascertained till September,
the price of the succeeding months is, for staves at
least, the fair criterion of the year. Now in the
list of prices before us for these two years, though
in the other months, when the quotations were
perhaps in some measure nominal, the difference
was greater; yet from September to December in-
clusively, the price of white oak staves, the most
valuable article, appears to have been only about
five per cent. higher in 1828; though in red oak
the advance was certainly much greater. Shingles
also, upon the average of the whole vear, notwith-
standing the great increase of supply, have been
considerably dearer; but white pine boards, the

* Official Returns
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article most largely consumed, have, on the ave-
rage of the whole year, remained within about
10 per cent. of the same prices as in 1825. Pitch
pine boards, indeed, have risen most of all ; bat it
is an article of which little is required, nor is that
little indispensable; for though the Canadas do not
produce it, they have abundance of the red pine,
which is next to the pitch pine in point of dura-
bility; and durability is the only advantage.

In the table below will be found a comparison
of prices, in Jamaica, for the years 1825, 1828
and 1829 ; the two former derived from unques-
tionable authority; the last extracted from a
colonial journal *.

1825. 1828. 1829.

Flour per barrel ............ 54s. 90s. 52s.
W. O. Staves per thousand.{19/.t022/.105.{20/. to 221. 10s.| 13.. 10s.

R. O. Staves per thousand.|11/.t013/.10s.| 171 to 190 | 11/ 1s.

W. P. Boards per thousand
feet. .. ..ouve veeereresesnren 104, 114,

Shingles per thousand......| 3i. to 4. 41. to 6/, 3. 5s.

It is however no part of our case that prices have
not risen in the West Indies ; considering the in-

* Halifax (N. S.) Journal, 14th Dec. 1829. The same
paper quotes the prices in Demerara as still lower ; flour 39s. 5
R. O. staves 6/. 10s.; lumber 6/. 10s. Demerara produces
staves in abundance from its own forests.
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evease of the crop in 1828, the surprise is that they
were not higher in that year; and they seem to have
since declined. It is not asserted that the islands
can be supplied with British articles, as cheaply as
American, at present. Our case is, that abundant
supplies may be now brought from British posses-
sions in British ships; that thus articles of British
production are now gradually, and will soon be
entirely, substituted for foreign; that they will
afterwards become as cheap ; and that in the mean
time the advance of price, besides producing so
important a result, is not equal to the saving in

freights.

No. VIIL

There are other assertions, commonly made
respecting the West India trade, which require
cxamination,

That if the Americans be admitted, they will buy
and take away large quantities of West India pro-
duce. They will not probubly take away more than
the amount of their freichts and produce brought,
for they never yet took so much. And as whatever
is exchanged for American freights and produce,
cannot be exchanged for British and colonial; and
as the Canadas have nothing but like produce to
give in return; whatever is gained by West India
exports to the United States, is lost in the exports
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to the British colonies. Now that course of trade,
which diffuses the comforts of life among our own
subjects, ought certainly to be preferred to that,
which ships them to foreigners. Bat it is a fact,
and one which of itself should be sufficient to
settle the present question, that the Americans
would not, did not, in 1825, when admitted to
take away sugars, &c. in their own ships, buy or
take so much, as the British North American colo-
nies now take, ¢

Exported from the British West Indies to the United States,

in 1825 =,
Sugar. Rum. Molasses.
Lbs. Gallons. Gallons.
2,727,872 819,916 2,104,044

Exported to the British North American Colonies, in 1827 t.

Sugar. Rum. Molasses.
Lbs. Gallons. Gallons.
11,936,612 2,318,432 935,212

The following tables will also establish the posi-

tion, that the West India exports to, as well as

¥ Official Returns.

+ Accounts published in the colonial journals, which how-
ever include the quantity imported from the United Kingdom, but
comprise part only of the importations into New Brunswick, and
none into Prince Edward’s Island.

G
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imports from the Northern colonies, increase and
decline, in proportion as the Americans are per-
mitted, or forbidden, to intercept and supplant the
trade.

Imported into the British West Indies from the British North

American Colonies.

1793 *. 1797 *. 1806 *. 1828 +.

Americans |Americans.| Americans| Americans

excluded. | admitted. {stilladmitt.]| excluded.

Corn, bushels. . 171 847 2,578 45,495
Flour, bushels.. 1,656 1,589 1,176 38,046
Boards, feet.... | 3,618,200 (511,390 {811,315 |18,739,063
Shingles, No.... | 2,929,150 464,200 295,225 (11,558,111
Staves, No...... 151,060 | 41,350 {327,336 | 6,942,048

Exported from the British West Indies to the British North
American Colonies.

1806 3. 18141. 1825 t. 1828§.
Americans | Americans/Americans| Americans
admitted. | excluded. | admitted. | excluded.
Sugar, lbs....... 1,805,490 (8,176,722 5,876,976'15,129,832
Rum, galls...... 888,706 |1,919,251}1,901,779 2,077,209
Molasses, galls. 163,107 | 530,298 548,348 1,070,395
Coffee, lbs..... . 66,375 | 284,536/ 84,607 307,584

As the Canadas can neither produce these arti-

* Edwards’ West Indies.
t Official Returns.

§ Colonial Journals and Official Returns, inclusive of the im-
portations from the United Kingdom.

+ Official Returns.
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cles themselves, nor buy them clsewhere, nor pay
for them, but in their corn, wood, &c. ; is it meet
to prefer dealing with a foreign power, which has
loaded such importations with duties almost pro-
hibitory, which can itself produce sugar at 2Ld.
a pound, and which is rivalling us in almost every
industry, and in none faster than West India
produce ¢

That the Americans, if admitted, will in return
gtve us permission to make the circuitous voyage
Jrom the United Kingdom to their ports, and thence
to the West Indies. — This they oftered in 1827,
and were refused. The importance which has
been attached to that circuitous voyage, both by
them and us, is greatly beyond its real value. Its
origin was owing to the heavy duties imposed in
the United States on British ships from colonial
ports, with which duties ships entering from the
United Kingdom, and departing for the West
Indies, could not be charged, by the treaty of 1815,
while that treaty was observed. Yet not even the
enormous saving of about 8s. 6d. a ton, could
make that voyage sufficiently profitable for many
ships to pursue. What the exact number was
cannot easily be ascertained ; it has been stated in
some American print at about ten ships annually.
Certain we may be that it could not have exceeded
20,000 tons; because the number of vessels de-
parting from Great Britain to the United States,
till 1819, exceeded the number entering inwards,

G 2
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by about that amount; and the nomber entering
inwards from the West Indies exceeded the num-
ber outwards, by nearly the same; and the de-
crease of tonnage outwards to the United States,
after 1818, was also of about the same quantity.
These, though conclusive evidences that the cir-
cuitous tonnage could not have been more, are
none that it was ever so much ; since the two first
differences still continue with no great variation,
and the last has been recovered, though the cir-
cuitous voyage has from that year (1818) been
constantly interdicted. But the Americans also
had their circoitous voyage, and their double
freights in the West India intercourse, which it
is of far more importance for them to regain; for,
as the best market in the West Indies is just at
the time, when their ships are going down from
the northward for cotton to Great Britain, no
ballast can be more convenient, than a cargo of
wood and corn to Jamaica; from whence they are
carried around by the current to the Mississippt,
and, there taking in the cotton, undersell and sup-
plant our ships in ecither trade. Yet, whatever
were the advantages of the circuitous voyage to
British ships from the United Kingdom, they do
not depend upon, nor need be purchased of, the
United States; for they are still enjoyed now, and
probably to an equal amount, through our own
colonies: for, as we are informed, the ships pur-
suing that course through the port of St. Andrew’s
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alone amounted in 1827 to 6,000 tons. And this
is a far more profitable voyage, for the distance is
shortened, and all the charges and disbursements
in foreign ports saved.

That if the Americans will at last consent to
put the ships of both countries on equal terms, we
shall be able to compete with them in the carrying
trade. — Difference of circumstances makes as
great a discrimination, as difference of duties. 'The
Americans build, and navigate, their vessels
cheaper. Insurance with them is lower. Their
ship-owners are not like ours, a separate class,
but are themselves the merchants, and often in-
deed the manufacturer; which is to them in lieu of
the highest protection; since it is never sufficient for
the British ship to offer at a lower freight, without
also showing how the American could, in the
mean time, be more profitably employed. British
ships must pay a commission in the American
ports, which their ships, being generally consigned
to the master (who is often the owner), seldom
pay in our islands. Their circuitous voyage, be-
fore described, is so profitable, it must ever enable
them to undersell us; for almost any freight is
better for their ships from the northward, (and it
is in the north, and near to our own colonies, that
most of their shipping is owned,) than going down
to the Gulph of Mexico in ballast, to look for cottou.
In the carrying trade between the United King-
dom and the United States, in which the ships of
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both countries have been placed on equal duties, the
Americans get employment for 194,135 tons an-
nually, upon the average of three years ending
with 1827, and the British ship-owners for only
54,124 * ; though before the duties were equalized
the latter employed in that trade above 100,000
tons. For these reasons we think that our ship-
owners would not be able to compete with the
Americans, in carrying between the West Indies
and the United States, even though the duties
should be made equal upon the ships of both
countries. But, if these reasons were not suffi-
cient, why should the Americans, who, we have
seen, contribute little or nothing to increase the
trade, be admitted by us, for the sake of dividing
the carriage with them equally? Why prefer the
chance of obtaining half, to the certain posses-
sion of the whole?

That the Canadian provinces are incapable of
supplying the West Indies.— This objection mis-
states, or mistakes, the question; which is, first,
and principally, one of navigation and carriage;
and, secondly, of trade and production. In point
of economy, the freights of West India supplies
are nearly equal to the value of the cargo; and
besides, in point of policy, they support 12,000
seamen. The fact also, in this objection, is no
less mis-stated or mistaken ; unless it is to be un-

* Watterston.
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derstood only as asserting, that the Canadian pro-
vinces, though capable, have never yet been able,
to supply the West Indies; which indeed would
be, a very good reason for continuing to their pro-
duce an adequate protection, bat a siugular ground
for withdrawing it. That those provinces are
capable of producing West India supplies to any
amount, and within a few years sufficient for the
demand, no one, who has seen or read any thing
of the country, can doubt. Even the limited and
inconclusive assertion, that they never have yet
produced and exported sufficient, must not pass
without argument ; for in the same manner it was
formerly asserted, that they could not supply the
West Indies with fish, and the Americans were
allowed to carry thither half the quantity con-
sumed, until it was shown that the British North
American provinces actually exported double the
amount required in British West India islands.
Let the same course be adopted here, in corn and
wood; it cannot lead us far from the same
result.

The quantity of these articles imported into the
West Indies, during the years 1825 and 1828, has
been before stated. We may take the average of
those years to represent the whole amount de-
manded for the supply of all those plantations.
From which if the exports thither, upon the same
average, from the Un'ited Kingdom be deducted,
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the remainder will show how much is required

from the Canadian provinces.

Amount of Amount Amount re-
the annual {supplied from| quired from
Articles. Importations| the United | the North
into the Kingdom. American
West Indies. Colonies.
Flour, Bread, &c. equal to
bushels of wheat...,..... 803,418 84,458 718,960
Other Corn, bushels ...... 367,832 150,728 117,104
Boards, feet .............00. 22,168,222 327,497 | 21,840,725
Hoops, No..ovvvuieneninnans 8,182,854 | 7,480,033 702,821
Shinegles, NO. covernenreraes 17,307,415 42,500 | 17,264,915
Staves, No.....coovinniieens 13,306,660 861,255 | 12,545,405

To prove that the British North American colo-
nies have ever been able to furnish supplies to the
amount, which thus appears to be required, our
means of information are so limited, that we have
not the returns from all the colonies for any one
year. The most perfect in our possession are for
the year 1827; and where returns of that year
are wanting, those of 1828 are substituted; yet
the whole is deficient of any account whatever
from Prince Edward’s Island, and comprises only
part of New Brunswick; being far from a com-
plete statement of the exports from all the Canadas.
What proportion these returns bear to the whole
West India demand will be seen by the following
table.
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Amount re- Amount
. quired for exported
Articles. the W. Indies| from the Deficiency. Excess.
from the | N. American
N. American | Colonies to
Colonies. all parts*.
Wheat, bushels 718,960 779,749 covvrnnnenns 60,789
Other Corn, L. 117,104 97,716 19,488 —_
Boards, feet...| 21,840,725} 78,146,761 ............ 56,306,036
Shingles, No..| 17,264,915 11,699,282 5,565,633 —_
Hoops, No. ... 702,821 348,000 354,821 —_
Staves, No....| 12,545,405 14,598,060! ............ 2,341,205

With such exceptions, which are as nothing to
the decision of the whole question, the colonies
have actnally exported more than the average de-
mand in the West Indies requires.

That a great part of these exports from the
northern colonies come from the United States. —
Considering the proportion of bulk to value in
these exports, this, if true, is neither any great oh-
jection, nor if great, can it be remedied by admit-
ting those articles directly in American ships. Itis
the freight, it is the carrying trade, that is mainly to
be regarded ; the origin of the articles is nothing
to the British ship which transports it.  Freight

is to these articles, what manufacture is to raw

* Colonial journals. An error occurred in the former publi-
cation (in the Morning Herald), in consequence of supposing the
It
is here computed at one-ninth more than the Winchester bushel.

minot of corn in Canada, to be equal to the minot of Paris.
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materials.  An evil however it unquestionably
is, that West India supplies should be bought of
others any longer, than till they can be produced
within our own dominions; but it is an evil which
is daily decreasing, and at present is greatly over-
rated. What proportion of the colonial exports,
in the table above given, was of American origin,
we have no exact means of stating, as none of the
retarns in our possession make that distinction, ex-
cept those of St. Andrew’s and Quebec. But
the others, by assuming the whole amount exported
to be of American origin, in those articles of
which an equal quantity was imported from the
United States, and in those of which less was
imported by deducting so much, we shall be able
to ascertain the utmost amount of American articles
that could have been mingled with the colonial

exports.
Exported 1ti
b, ot amsrcalodont B
can Colonies. duction.
Flour, wheat, & bread,
cqual to bushels of
wheat ..... ceseasenconse 779,749 160,000 619,749
Other corn, bushels.... 97,716 34,503 63,202
Boards, feet* .......... 78,146,761 297,200 (77,859,561
Shingles, No..ou.nivennee 11,699,282 | 1,351,500 110,347,782
Hoops, No......ceeunuee 348,000 | ......... 348,000
Staves, No.*............ 14,898,060 | 4,736,721 [10,161,339

* 'The Quebec retwrns contain no account of the importation
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Having thus ascertained what part of these
exports from the colonies was of American,
what of British production, let us now compare
the latter (the former being deducted), with the
whole imports required by the West Indies to be

supplied from the North American colonies.

Exported
Required for |  from the
the West In-|NOrth Ameri- Deficiency. Excess.
dies. can colonies,
of British pro-
duction.
Wheat, bushels] 718,960 619,749 99,211
Other Corn,
bushels...... 117,104 63,202 53,902
Boards, feet...|21,840,725 (77,859,561 | ............ 56,018,836
Shingles, No..[17,264,915 (10,347,782 | 6,917,133
Hoops, No. ...] 702,821 348,000 354,821
Staves, No. ...|12,545,405 110,161,339 | 2,384,066

The deficiency is inconsiderable, and in such
supplies as the colonies can easily and speedily
make up ; and in the article which furnishes most
of the freights, there is a large excess.

In these tables, beef, pork, and fish, are not in-
erted, because British supplies of them are so

boards and staves from the United States. The amount
probably is not great, nor very material in the present statement.
Because, in staves, the Canadian being about one-third larger
than the American, so much ought, in a fair comparison, to be
added to the number exported from Quebec: and in boards, the
export of British produciion, from the lower ports alone, is
nearly double the demand in the West Indies.
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abundant, that foreign are prohibited ; nor rice,
because sufficient is now sent from the United
Kingdom; nor cattle, because principally pro-
cared from South America.

It appears therefore, that nearly all West India
supplies may, even now, be procured from British
possessions, and carried in British ships; and that
the whole may soon be entirely of British origin and
production ; for the Canadas are not only abun-
dantly capable of supplying whatever is not pro-
cured from the mother country, but have already,
with unimportant exceptions, exported more, and
have even produced nearly as much. If the word
soon appear to any too indcfinite, it may, we think,
be limited to two or three years. The opening of
the Welland Canal will bring down, it is asserted,
100,000 barrels of flour to the St. Lawrence, in
1830. And when the other canals are finished,
if it be any objection that some places in the
colonies import American corn, that cvil will have
ccased.  The partial accounts of exports, from
Quebec and Halifax, in 1829, which have just
rcached us, show a great increase, in other articles
of wood, and in staves, of more than 3,000,000.

That the prices of corn and staves in the Cana-
das are far higher than in the United States.
(Letter in the Morning Journal, Jan. 5, 1830). For
which cause, if the latter be admitted, they are
sure to divert the trade to themselves; but the
difference of prices is less than generally supposed.

The Harrisburg Convention in 1827, state the
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price of wheat at Montreal to be, on an average,
the same as at New York, 3s. 11d. per bushel.
The wheat in Ohio, they quote as 2s. 2d. In
Upper Canada it is as cheap. Staves in New
York may be taken as generally worth, white oak
from 8/. to 9l per thousand, red oak 4l to 5l
The price in Montreal is about the same. The
same articles in Halifax are about 9l to 10l
white oak, red 5/ to 7/ per thousand. In Upper
Canada, whose staves and flour are now sent by
the Erie Canal to New York, white oak staves
may be procured at from 3/. 10s. to 4l 10s. the
thousand ; from the price of which, and of flour in
that colony, some idea may be formed of the dif-
ference which the Canadian canals, when opened,
are likely to make in the Quebec market, and in
the West Indies. The assertions, sometimes that
red oak, sometimes that white, is not found in the
British colonies, deserve the same respect as would
be paid to a statement, that neither coffee nor the
sugar cane are grown in Jamaica.

That the St. Lawrence is locked up by ice for
six months of the year. (Letter in the Morning
Journal, 5th January, 1830.) For six, read five;
and know, that this has not prevented a ship's
leaving Quebec in November last, on her third
voyage in one season to the United Kingdom.
But the principal demand in the West Indies is
not in winter, when the St. Lawrence is frozen;
and, if it were, the lower ports are then open, and
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the trade always uninterrupted.  Besides, is it not
the part of a good government, if any of its domi-
nions labour under difficulties of situation or cli-
mate, rather to counteract these by the operation
of its laws, than to make the existence of such
disadvantages a reason for adding others: It is
not the ice of the St. Lawrence which has ob-
structed the trade to the West Indies ; it is, that
an intermediate people, having got the start in
wealth and production, have too long been per-
mitted to intercept the trade between the British
islands and colonies, and attract to themselves the
specie of hoth.

No. IX.

Our examination of the objections to the present
system of colonial intercourse is here resumed and
closed.

That by admitting the Americans they may be
induced to lower their duties on colonial produce.
That their duties will not be lowered may be said
with equal ease, and more probability : for neither
were the additional duties of 1816 laid in conse-
quence of the exclusion of American ships ; nor, if
they were, were they lowered by their tariff of
1824, after American ships were readmitted ; nor,
if they should be lowered now, will any great in-
crease of importations from the West Indies be
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probably the consequence. For, with regard to
sugar, the long monopoly enjoyed since 1816 by
Louisiana, and now also by Florida, by means of
the prohibitory duties of that year, is such, that in
1826 they produced 50,000,000 lbs., nearly half
of the whole consumption of the United States.
The Harrisburgh convention, held in 1827 for the
protection of American manufactures, stated the
duties levied upon sugar to be  prohibitory, and
its cultivation a monopoly ;” and that “if the
whole sugar consumed in the United States was
of domestic production (as it soon will be at the
present duty upon the foreign article)” &c. We
may therefore rest assured, that, if they are now
willing to reduce those duties a little, it is because
their own production is so far advanced as not to
require such protection: a supposition something
confirmed by a statement, lately given in the
morning papers, of the sugars exported to the
United States from Cuba. Of above 400,000
cases which that island exported, about 14,000
only (equal, perhaps, to 23,000,000 lbs.) went to
the United States; although Cuba has to pay
them about 1,500,000/. annually for imports, and
exported thither, in 1827, 44,000,000 Ibs. of
sugar. The papers of the same Harrisburgh con-
vention inform us, that there are in Louisiana
250,000 acres fitted for the cultivation of sugar.
That the whole consumption of the United States
is 120,000,000 lbs. That the 250,000 acres can
produce 250,000,000 of pounds of sugar. That
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the molasses alone pays the expense of culti-
vation, and leaves the sugar net profit. At such.
a rate of production, the present duaties alone
are cqual to a bounty of above 8. per acre upon
its cultivation. Late American journals state the
crop in 1828 at 80,000 hogsheads, and that had
not the crop of 1829 been so injured by rain and
frost it would have amounted to 120,000. This is
about equal to their whole consumption.

With regard to rum, the most desirable article
for the West Indian to export, the prohibitory
duties of the United States have long ago done
what the duties upon sugar must have nearly ac-
complished. Tu 1810 there were 14,191 distille-
ries in that country, whose annual production was
25,704,892 gallons of spirits*; and, in 1827, the
papers of the same Harrisburg Convention inform
us, that ““ It is thought that inore than 40,000,000
gallons are distilled in the United States, which s
probably enough.” Enough in all conscience; for,
taking their population at 11,000,000, and the
adult males at one-fourth, there will be about a
pint every three days for each adult male; and
there are, probably, as many of that description
who will not drink this allowance, as of others
who will.

Such being the condition of the United States,
with respect to the most important of West India
productions, (for of coffee their importation from

* Seybert.
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our islands has ever been inconsiderable, compared
with that from the French and Spanish; and its culti-
vation is now also increasing in their southern states
under a protecting duty of 21d. a pound); let the
West Indians then consider, whether, the probability
of finding a good market among the Americans is
worth the loss of that already found in the
Canadas: whether, though they may thus buy
flour cheaper, they must not buy specie dearer,
and sell produce for less; whether, it can ulti-
mately answer their interest, to drive the northern
colonists to distil whiskey from corn, and extract
sugar from trees or beet-root, or procure both from
the United States.

That, by giving the Americans the West India
trade, they may be induced to lower their tariff
upon British manufactures.— Another gratuitous
supposition, which no American minister can pro-
mise, nor even their president foretel. Because,
though the parties for and against the measure
are nearly equal, they are, as usual in such case,
very violent; and it is among the evils of a popu-
lar government to make no account of the mino-
rity, but carry and persist in the most important
and disputable policy, upon the barest majority of
voices. That the tariff has proved an impolitic
act, and injured all other classes without inuch
benefiting the manufacturers, we do not doubt;
but that it will therefore be repealed, is by no
means as certain; and, whether it will or not,

H
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depends nothing upon the present question of co-
lonial intercourse, whichever way decided : partly,
for that the tariff has been ever opposed, in vain,
by all who could be now benefited from opening
the West Indies, the agricultural and shipping in-
terests ; and partly, that the tariff is founded, we
fear, in deeper motives than those of any interest,
the pride and malice of those who passed it. 'T'his,
like their embargo, non-intercourse, and war, seems
to be one of those measures, from the observa-
tion of which Talleyrand first drew the re-
mark, that ‘ nations are not ruled according to
enlightened views of their own interest, but accord-
ing to the passions of their rulers;” of which,
whoever will read that strange compound of bom-
bast, malignity, and intelligence, the Address of
the Harrishurg Convention, shall be more con-
vinced. If however it be true, that they now find
some parts of their tarift have been carried a little
too far, and are willing to sell such to us for a con-
sideration; let it be well examined, whether it
can ever prove a profitable business to hire people
to buy of us, or to pay, by exchanging the colonial
for foreign trade. Why must we ever meet the
inimical acts of the United States with only con-
cession? Why not look to their exports, and see
if we may not better retaliate> We shall find in
that table, that of their whole produce exported to
all parts of the world, one-half is sent to British
ports and consumers ; and that there is scarcely an
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article of all, which might not have been produced
within the British domiuions, equal in quantity,
quality, and price, had a timely protection been
given, which it is not yet too late to impose.
Nine-tenths of their exports to the United King-
dom consist of cotton and tobacco, of which the
former might in time be procured from India, the
latter to a great extent from Canada. The ex-
port of tobacco from the United States to the
British dominions, on the average of three years
ending with 1827, was¥,

Hgds.

To the United Kingdom ...... cresarerenes 26,281
Other British Ports .......ccoeuvennnnennns 6,320
Total 32,601

Yet the only protection, which government can
afford to colonial tobacco, is but 3d. a pound; and
even that is so imposed as to produce an inverse
effect. For as no distinction is made between
stemmed tobacco and unstemmed, and as the Ame-
rican comes in the former state, paying 3s. a
pound, the Canadian in the latter paying 2s. 9d. our
duties in fact give the United States a protection
against our own colonies, equal to the difference of
weight, perhaps one third, or 9d. a pound, and
against our own manufacturers, equal to the la-
bour of stemming. A demonstration of counter-

* Watterston.

H 2
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vailing measures is much more likely to bring the
Americans to terms, than the sacrifice of the inter-
colonial trade. Certainly, they are no less unequal
to contend with a power, whose dominions are so
vast and various as Great Britain, in commercial
hostilities, than they proved in a maritime war;
but partial success, in either case, is told with such
vaunting on their part, and surprise on ours, that
the contempt, so idly entertained before, seems
now succeeded by as idle a fear.

That it is the selfish legislation of other nations
which has driven the Americans to their tariffs.
(President’'s Message, 1829). Nothing can be more
truly enviable, than the character of the American
government, in an American state paper. It may
be a reproach to a country, that it prefers its own
interest to another’s; but we appeal to the statute
book of both governments, whether it be one Great
Britain has merited from the United States. Un-
til 1808, for twenty-five years, their articles were
received into the United Kingdom, under daties of
protection against other foreigners, in most cases,
and in some, against our own colonies; while
they raised half of their whole revenues by duties
on British productions, till 1807, and then ex-
cluded them altogether. And it is remarkable,
that the laws of either government, enacting
measures so different, alleged reasons as contrary
in the preambles; the Awmerican tariff beginning,
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“ whereas it is necessary for the encouragement of
manufactures, that duties be laid*;” and the
British statute declaring the protection given, to
be, “in order to encourage and promote the trade
of the United States to this kingdom+.” Even
now, when the Americans have carried their
daties upon British mauufactures to such an ex-
treme, as to have produced loud complaints and
even threats of disobedience among themselves,
they sell more of their home productions to British
consumers, than to all other foreign nations toge-
ther. The whole exports of native origin from the
United States, on the average of three years end-
ing with 1827, werel,

To the British dominions ............. £.7,138,620

All other countries ..c.ooceececcaes veres 6,270,541
13,419,161

Their whole tonnage upon the same average
was \) —
§ Tons.

To the British dominions «...c....000 ceeess 361,696

All other countries ..... teeeseetnretearnoanas 602,944
964,640

And the British dominions are as little incapable
of producing every article of those exports, as
British ships of carrying. The consumption of

* Act of Congress, July 4, 1789.
+ Stat. 37 Geo. 111, cap. 97.
+ Watterston. § 1d.
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British articles in the United States bears a far
different proportion to the whole exports from the
British dominions ; and the amount of British ton-
nage employed by all the trade to that country is
upon the same average, but 74,138 tons*. Surely,
with these facts before them, the American govern-
ment would never have carried so far their volun-
tary hostilities against the trade of Great Britain,
unless they had learned to apply to her commercial
power, that maxim, which the French have found
no longer applicable to her conduct in war, “ plus
a craindre par ce qu'elle peut, que par ce quelle
Sait.”

That the Americans may re-establish a non-
intercourse with the whole British colonies. (Report
to Congress in 1827). They will probably first
consider the results of their former non-intercourse,
and inquire, whether there be any thing in the
present condition of those colonies to render a
measnre, which proved not only harmless to us
but advantageous in 1807, more formidable in
1830. They will first look to the Canadian canals,
and find there new means of communication and
supply opened, already sufficiently promising,
without such further encouragement. There is no
probability that the United States will enact a
measure, which, if injurious to any but themselves,
could never be enforced. Such threats, like the

* Watterston.
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assertion in the same Report, that the Canadas
cannot increase their supply of articles for the West
Indies, are addressed to distant ears, and deceive
not any on that side of the water. Within a few
years, neither the West Indian nor Canadian pro-
vinces will want any thing they cannot procure
from the mother country and each other. That
the Americans may again open their ports to
British ships from the West Indies, is much more
to be apprehended, than any extension of the non-
mtercourse.

That the trade ought to flow in its natural channel.
— If by natural channel be meant any but the
most profitable, we dissent; if the most profitable
be intended, we appeal to statistical returns, whe-
ther the present course be not such. Imagine the
West Indian, the ship-owner, and Canadian, to
be one and the same person ; would it not be more
profitable for him to saw his own wood in Canada,
and use his own ship to transport it, than leave his
ship, mill, seamen, and sawyers idle, and hire
others to do their work? And can it make any
difference to the commonweal and government,
whether these be one person or several ?  Unless,
perhaps, the Americans will do this work for
nothing, or, what is no less improbable, the ship-
owner can find some better.

That the capital and industry invested in the
present system may be transferred to some other
employment.—To what other? And how trans-
ferred? If a ship could be turned into a cotton-
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mill, and fishermen and seamen to spinners, we
might inquire whether more were wanted. But you
can make nothing but a wreck or hulk of the one,
and beggars or convicts of the others.

That it must be more profitable to buy at the
cheaper market.—But that which is cheaper to
the individual may be dearer to the community ;
aud profit or Joss is not determined by the balance
of onc partner, but the general account of the
whole concern.

That commerce ought to flow in that channel to
which individual enterprise may direct it. (Pre-
sident’s message of 1829.) — Even the metaphor, on
which the argument runs, is unjust, for it may suit
individual enterprize to divert the stream from that
channel, on which the mills of others ought by law
to be turned. If commerce be like a watercourse,
or if there be any argument, in applying to trade,
terms peculiar to a river, we might as well say,
that it ought to flow in that channel, which is
most beneficial to all, whose fortunes are staked
on the use of the stream, and whose lives on the
defence of its banks. The application of this rule
seems to be very different in different conditions.
When a people, who have not yet removed the
native forests out of sight trom any one eminence
in their country, so frame their laws of trade, as
to divert their industry from agriculture, the most
useful of occupations, to manufactures, only made
profitable by excessive duties, which, by reducing
their foreign commerce, diminish the demand for
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articles of their easiest and most general produc-
tion ; they must upon the whole be thelosers, if
foreign countries retaliate, immediately, and even-
tually, if they do not; because they have preferred
the less to the more beneficial employment.
But to a people, whose objects of industry are so
few, or population so great, whose resources so
limited or so burthened with taxation, that pro-
duction 1is in every department greatly beyond the
demand, a system of exclusion is very different
for here a less profitable employment is not pre-
ferred to a better, but new introduced, or the old
extended. In such a state, to leave the direction
of foreign trade to the enterprize of individuals, is
like leaving to the enterprize of individuals the
payment of taxes; is giving to such individuals
all the benefits of auy empire, and leaving its
barthens to their option. The exclusion of British
manufactures from the United States, is therefore,
we think, impolitic; unless it be pretended, that
in a country where the wages of every labourer are
so high, employment cannot otherwise be found.
The exclusion of American ships from the West
Indies is necessary, unless it be shown what other
ewmployment the ship-owners can find, and what
better the Canadians.

That the present system is robbing Peter to pay
Paul. (Letter in the Morning Journal, 5th Jan,
1830.) —If to repeat a vulgar adage be any argu-
ment, it would be enough to reply that ““exchange
is no robbery;” and no exchange can be fairer
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than that between our Canadian and West Indian
dominions. Or if this be robbery, Paul has always
been no less robbed to pay Peter, for the West
Indians have ever had a monopoly of the Canadian
market, and sell in it morec than they can in
the American. Paul and DPeter, then, being
subjects of the same master, had better assist
cach other by the mutual exchange of their
labours, than communicate their gifts to any
Simon Magus, though he offer money instead of
demanding.

That unless the West Indians buy of the cheapest
carriers, they will produce and cxport less to the
United Kingdom.— The value of the whole im-
ports fromn the West Indies into the United King-
dom, in 1825, was 7,932,000/., and in 1828
9,497,000/.

That a good wunderstanding with America is
desirable. — Certainly, and a good understanding
of our own interests also; aud both are perfectly
compatible. There is nothing unfriendly in refus-
ing that country the West India trade, no more
than their refusing us the coasting. We wish well
to the Americans, but they must not quarrel with
us for preferring ourselves and our colonies. Nor
is the present system intended to injure them, nor
should the comparisons here made be thought to
imply such wishes ; but their situation and circam-
stances are such, that it is against their competi-
tion, that we are in most need of protection.

That the present system is not a free trade.—
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Let us not be deceived by names, nor leave
induction for theory, but examine returns,
and compare results, and judge, whether the
present be not a more profitable trade, than the
change proposed. Or, if principles are required,
what is the use and object of any trade, but to dis-
tribute the necessaries of life to all, and its com-
forts and conveniences to the greatest possible
number,— of whouw, but British subjects, for they
should be the sole or chief care of the British
government? Now if this object can be better
answered, by suffering the West Indian to exchange
labour and produce with the Americans, rather
than with the Canadians, so let it be.

After considering all the circumstances and
effects of the present system of colonial inter-
course, the real state of the question seems to be
this. Great Britain, having within the tropics
colonies, which produce sugar, rum, and coffee,
and require corn, fish, and wood; and baving
in the northern latitudes of America colonies,
which produce corn, fish, and wood, and re-
quire sugar, rum, and coffee ; and having, for the
transport of these articles, more than sufficient
ships and seamen, upon whose support also her
power mainly depends ; is deliberating, whether she
shall continue so to regulate her laws of trade,
that those two divisions of her empire, by exchang-
ing the products of each other, may satisfy the
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wants of both, and at the same time promote the
waritime wealth and power of the whole; or whe-
ther she shall make in those laws such an altera-
tion, as may induce those dependencies, more or
Jess, to prefer foreign ships, and supply themselves
from a foreign country, lying between the two, and
producing all the articles reQuired by both, and
requiring few or none produced by either. The
faith of the imperial government is, in a manner,
pledged to make uo such change; not merely be-
cause the present system was instituted with all
the solemnities of a permanent law, but because
also, ministers declared it, publicly to that foreign
power, to be founded upon considerations general
in their wvature and conclusive, which no con-
cessions must expect to alter, and for altering
which all negociation was declined. And if these
assurances had been less solemn and repeated, or
it their purport and effect has been misunderstood,
the character ot the imperial government, for reso-
lution and constancy, is no less concerned, and its
interest in the confidence of distant subjects no
less at stake. For after the many and sudden and
extreme changes of former years, the last hopes of
those most implicated have been fastened on the
permanence of the present regulations; and if
these too are again reversed, the immediate loss
will be scarcely more injurious, than the uncer-
tainty, which must follow, and the despondency,
and mistrust of every future measure.

Upou reviewing our colonial policy for the lact
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seven and forty years, enongh seems to have been
done for experiment, enough already suffered from
vacillation, enough from concession. In almost
every arrangement with the Americans, some im-
portant interest has been sacrificed or neglected ;
which is not to be imputed to any invidious com-
parison of British ministers with theirs, but to the
apparent fact, that nothing is made of more conse-
quence in the United States, than negociations
with Great Britain, nothing of less in Great
Britain, than negociations with the United States.
The statistical returns, which former changes have
produced, present nothing to encourage that now
proposed. On the contrary, we may compute the
millions, which were probably lost by a measure,
the recurrence to which now has not even the pre-
text of necessity, heretofore its sole excuse. Upon
considering the present state of the northern colo-
nies, and the amount to which they have already
carried the West India trade, and the efforts made
among them farther to extend it; it is clear, that
injurious as the consequences of such a measure
have hitherto been, they would now prove more
destructive than ever. The sole disadvantage of
the present system appears to be, that the West
Indian pays something more for his supplies; an
inconvenience which must daily diminish, because
the demand is nearly stationary, and the supply
fast increasing; and which, now the Mediterra-
nean seas of Canada are about to be connected
with the St. Lawrence and the Atlantic, will within



110

a few years have disappeared. It is in those colo-
nies, that the West Indian already finds the best
market, after that of the United Kingdom, par-
ticularly for his ram, molasses, and coarser sugars,
which it is so economical to make, and so difficult
to dispose of elsewherc; and that market, as the
population increases, and means of communication
are improved, caunot fail to be most rapidly ex-
tended. The shipping interest, of all perhaps the
most important and the most depressed, are the
while acquiring employment, which may be carried
to the amount of 200,000 tons, and at the same
time keeping embodied a corps of some 12,000
maritime militia vpon that frontier, which, if not
the most exposed, is perhaps the most threatened.
It is in the West Indies, that the Canadians find
the best market, after that of the United Kingdom,
for the exuberant productious of their lands and
waters. To them no commerce can be more ne-
cessary, none, in which the return is so immediate,
and the profit so universally diffused. Every
individual contributes and receives something of
the articles mutually exchanged. Their imports
are the most agreeable and useful of luxuries,
which their habits and climate have made the
very necessaries of life, but which they cannot
produce themselves. Their exports are such as
require the sinallest outlay, the rudest labour, the
least risk, and are the sole objects of industry
which those colonies aftord.

In fine, therefore, the conclusion to he drawn
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from the preceding reasons and statements seems
to be, that the terms, upon which our colonial
intercourse is now settled, are more profitable,
than any which have before existed; and more
profitable, than any the Americans can now offer.
Brief and unfavourable as the time, since the pre-
sent system was instituted, has been, the results
produced are all that was desired, and more than
expected. The prospect for the future offers every
inducement to persevere, and gives farther as-
surances of constancy and permanence to a policy,
which above any other seems most adapted to
secure the wealth, the affection, and integrity, of all
provinces in the British empire.

The question has been here treated as one
purely of economy, and the arguments limited to a
strict deduction from facts; the larger views of
general policy being left to those, whose ability to
judge is greater, and whose judgment more im-
portant. And however bestowed the labour of
compiling these statistics, its motive has been more
derived from feeling than interest, and more fromn
conviction than either. It is for government to
decide, and for good subjects to obey, and en-
deavour to make the best of whatever may be the
result.
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