


LETTERS AND JOURNALS 

RELATING TO TIlE 

~ar of tht ~tutritau !tttolutiou, 
AND THE 

CAPTURE OF THE GERlVIAN TROOPS 

AT SARA TOGA. 

By MRS. GENERAL RIEDESEL. 

TRAXSLATED FRO)! THE ORIGINAL GER)[AN, 

By WILLIAM L. STONE, 

Author of the Life and Times of Sir William Jollnson. 

B HUMANI NIHIL ALIENUl'tI." 

ALBANY: 

JOEL MUNSELL. 
1867. 



Entered according to Act of Congrefl8 in the year 1867, 

By J. MUNSELL, 

In the Clerk's Office of the District Conrt of the United State., 
for the Northern District of New York. 



TO 

JAMES B. ANGELL, 

lPrcsi()£nt of t~e litnillcrsil!! of bcrmonl, 

WHO 

FIRST INSPIRED ME WITH A LOVE FOR THE GERMAN 

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE, 

THIS VOL.UME 

IS AFFECTIONATELY INSCRIBED. 





TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

The memory of Madame Riedesel* will live in the hearts of 

Americans, as long as letters shall endure. The child-like 

trust in Providence, which alone enabled her to leave a luxu· 

rious home and powerful friends, and follow her husband across 

a pathless ocean into a strange land, then almost a wilderness, 

for the sake of sharing with him his trials and hardships, affords 

an example worthy of our study and admiration. Nor can any 

one peruse these touching records of a devoted, conj ugal love, 

chastened and sanctified, as it was, by an unaffected religious 

experience, without the consciousness of a higher ideal of faith 

and duty. 

A few detached and imperfectly translated portions of these 

letters were first published in English by General Wilkinson, 

in his Memoirs of my o/On Tintes, and were afterwards copied 

into Professor Silliman's TUllr in Canada. The work was sub­

sequently more fully translated and given to the public in 18~7. 

This translation, however, not only fails, in innumerable in­

stances, to convey the ideas and spirit of the original, but omits 

nearly forty pages of the first and only German edition published 

* Ried-esel, pronounced Re-da.,f-zel, with accent on fCCOlld syllable. Tlle .. (:ock. 
neys in the British nrmy pronounced it Red-hazel. 
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at Berlin in ISIIO," Whell, tlwrefore, a few months since, Mr, 

}I nll"l·1I proposed that I should uudertake a new translation with 

original and explanatory llote,.;, I entered into the work with 

alacrity. I felt that it was a duty lowed to the memory of 

one, who, as the associate and friend of Washingtou and 

Schuylcr, Carleton and Burgoyue, was so identified with the 

early stru~~les of our national existence, to present her cha­

racter to American readers in its true light. In his attempt to 

do this, the translator of the edition of 1 S~j has been only 

partially successful; and, while our thanks are justly due him 

for his piulIl'cr efforts in this direction, still, justice to }[adallll' 

iti,·,1,·.-c1 forbids the incorporation of >so iucomplete a translation 

into our standard literature. "Fur the pa.;sag-cs which ha.ve 

been (>luitte,1," >'ap the trall,l"t"r in his preface to the edition 

of 1~~j, "no "pul,,~y will be required IJY t11",",e who can read 

the original. The rcallillg- portion of mankind has 1ecome so 

hostile to yul;:arity, so delicate, and in some rcsl'cds so fastidi­

oll"l,)' refined, that many thin~>s and words that were perfectly 

innocent and inoffensive, or only pervertible ]),)' the sag-acity of 

l'rofli;:ate,' and rakes, at a time not distant from that of Fielding 

and :-:11l"lldt. arc now considered utterly disgraceful, and are 

wh"lIy baniHhcd from polite literature." The "ffect of this 

I'a"""."l· is tG leave upon the miuds of those who have not read 

*It W:l< entitled, I'ic I 'Berni" ~)lcijc noel) ~(lllerico lillrie!e ber I (\\ellern(ill 
0011 mic~cjcl I 011" ~icjer ~ilciic I 1I11~ IWli()rellb i0re£< jed)"jii0rigell ~llIi' 

clIt0olto I ill ~llllCtiCll I nlll' 3ett bee Dortigcn llreigc" I ill bell Su()rellliiu bis 
li,S:! Illoel) :I'elltjcl)(OIlD gejcl)l'iebclI lillerlill I bei '~'uIIDe IIl1b 2pcllcr I 
l:-..UU. lGmo, I'p. x, 35'2. 

rrhe voyage of duty to America; Jetter!:! uf ..\[r~. General Riedesel, upon her jour 
~ley alld dllrin~ ~er_ B~X Yl';~r: .. : sojourn in America, at the time of war in that country, 
In the yl'~lr~ 1, ,1J-1 ,:-. . ..1, WrItten to Germany. 
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the original, a totally false impression. If the readers of this 

volume are so "fastidiously refined" as to be shocked by any 

thing which the pure and lovely M:lIlalilO Riedesel has writtoll, 

it is high time that the works of our chastest authors be put 

out of their reach, until their morbid sensibilities be restored to 

a healthy tone. Designed for no eyes but those of her mother 

and her family, these letters have an unstudied familiarity. 

There is, however, nothing in them that can offend the correct 

and cultivated taste of any true man or woman. Many of them 

were written amid the sickening horrors of the camp; and it is 

her artless and faithful delineations of the scenes through which 

she passed, and the state of society in this country at one of its 

most momentous epochs, that give to her story its highest charm 

and value. 

A translation of a passage from Weld's Voyoge to ~Yorlh Ame-

1'ica, in relation to the Indian chief Thayendanegea, which forms 

the appendix to the German volume, has been omitted, as the 

original is accessible to the English reader. In its place 

we give, as of far more interest, a personal sketch of the 

baroness, including an acconnt of her romantic courtship and 

marriage. 

The appendix to the edition of 1827, contains several letters 

from General Riedesel to Generals Washington and Gates. 

These letters are not reprodnced in this volu'me, as they 

will soon appear in a translation of the LUi· «lIri Writill!!s 

of General Riedesel, upon which I am now engaged. This 

work contains, besides Riedesel's military and personal jonr­

nal during his residence in America, many additional letters 

from Washington, Gates, Burgoyne, Schuyler, and other 
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revolutionary characters, which have never been published in 

English. 

To David M. Stone, T. W. Field, and the late Theodore 

Dwight of Brooklyn; Friedrich Kapp, Charles Congdon, and 

David T. Valentine of New York; Hon. Judge Hay of Saratoga 

Springs; and to my loved teacher and friend, Professor Robin­

son P. Dunn of Brown University, I am indebted for kind and 

valuable suggestions. Nor must I forget to thank Ml·. John C. 

Buttre for the pains he has taken with the artistic engraving 

which forms the frontispiece of this volume. 

One word further in relation to the authenticity of the en­

graving itself.* Upon writing to Lieutenant Colonel Max Von 

Eelking-the author of the Life and Writings of Gerw'al R1'ed­

esel, now residing at Meiningen - for a copy of the portrait 

of the baroness, he with great courtesy complied with my re­

quest, accompanying the photograph with a letter, under date of 

December 7, 1866, from which I make the following extract: 

" At last 1 am able to answer your wish. The only one to 

whom I could apply is Baron Rotenhan, a grandson of Mrs. 

General Riedesel, who has inherited the whole estate, and who 

is, at the same time, in the posse3sion of all the family portraits. 

I, accordingly, send you enclosed the photograph, which you 

will please send hack after having used it. Please send me 

five or six copies, which I would like to distribute among the 

relatives of Mrs. Riedesel. Baron Rotenban has not given me 

any other items in relation to Mrs. Riedesel, although I asked 

* The portrait from which the engraving is taken, represents Madame Riedesel 
at the age of 8ixteell, n few weekE' before her mnrringe. It was pointed by the 
celebrated G('rmlln nrti~t, Tiechbein, in 17()2. 
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him for them. Probably he does not know more than that 

which I have stated in my biography of the General, which was 

communicated to me by his son." 

The kindness of this reply, as well as the prompt and appre­

ciative response of Lieut. Col. Eelking and Baron Yon Rotenhan 

to my request, will, I am confident, commend them to the 

gratitude of the American public. 

WILLIAM L. STlINE. 

Saratoga Springs, January},t, 1867. 



PREFACE TO TIlE C:ER:\I..:L'{ EDITION, 

Of those German tro"I" \yhieh England hired for the pm'pose of 
conquering her revolted ('Ololli('~, General Hil'll(' ... d COll1ll1nnded the 
nnlll"wkk('I';o;,"'" In tlIe year 1 jiG, he d('partell at the head of those 
troo!", leaving' Iii, wife ~vith tl", \vish that she, together with their 
child",'n, should 1"lIow him to that portion of the glo!Je. :fhis she 
dill, a!H! thus create(! the occa,i,m for the 1<'1 t, ... , which the reader 
\vill find in thi, little volnmc. '1'111' autlICln',,, wrote them to her 
Inothel', the widow of the llIini:-.tcl' of stntt', his ('xt't'llt'w'y ![('ITvon 

.I\la~;-;U\\TJ amI :l fl'''" intinuttc friends while upon her dang-erous 
yoy,-\~(! and 11Ilrin,!';: her sojourn in Alnerica . 

• \ ti·w Yl':lI'", :-;lIh:,w'1Ilt'lltl,\T, tlli:-; COITt'~p()lHkll('C ('~ll1lC into the hands 
of her son-in-law, Count Henry Hell" the XLl\',grand.murshal and 
chamherlain to the "0111'1 of Berlin. 

The ('ount took a,h:111t.1.~·" of the Id,1lI'(' of one summer, which he 
spent \dth his parents-in-law al their country-seat, to arrange the 
I"tter.' in order, and, on account of the great inkr .. ,! which they 
excited :llllOll,!.!.' all the H'l:itiYt,:-" he had thl'lll, the following winter, 
printcd "" manuscript 1;,1' tIll' family, though only a ycry Email 
numher of ('ol'it,:-, wcr<-, pl'intl'll. 

(i-l'lll'l'al Hi(,lk:-./'l. however, did not liyc to sec then1 in print. He 
died on the sixth of Januury of the same year, while holding the 

* Early in the year 1776, England entered into treaties with the smaller German 
!'tutc~ to take into her 8eryice 20,000 German troops. The exact number of those 
hired \\'<11'< l!i.~I()U. of tlLf':--c more than 4,000 were Brunswickerl!l. These latter, llS 
:o.tate(l in the tl!xt, were placed under the command of General Riulc:-e1. They 
conei~tcd, according to )Iux Yon Eclking, the leurncd and indu~triou ... (:l'l'Ill:lU hi8tO' 
rinn, of the following troops: l .. t. a r(>.~inH'llt of (di~mounted) Dra;[!J!Jll:', \\1)(ler Lieut. 
CuI. Baul11. 2d, Prince FredcriL:k':" n'~inl('llt of Infantry; Lknt. C41l. Prat4)ril\'"', 3d, 
HhL't'~ n.'!.!;illlt'llt of Infantry; Lient. CuI. yon Ehrenkrook. 4th, Hkdl':-er:-- former 
regiment of Infantry; Lieut. Col. yon ~pr-cht. Ijth, Grenn.dier~; Lieut. Col. Brey­
man. 7th, Rifle Battalion (Ju~l'r~): Lieut. Col. Btlrner. 
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position of lieutenant-general, and cOlllmandant of the city of 
Brunswick. 

Even without this history of the appearance of these letters, one 
can easily ,('e frolll the letters thl'm,d"',, that thl'Y wen' nnt lksignl'(l 
for puhlication; still as it is not ('n'ry thing intended for pUhlication 
,,-hich is, for that reason, deserving of being printed, so there is cer­
tainly much that is withhelll from the puhlic, which b worthy of 
being hrought to its notice, }C'pl'da]])', did this S('('1ll to me to b,' the 
case "ith these letters; and, accordingly, when one of these copies 
was presented me by the right honorahle editor, 1 entreated him to 
allow me to prepare an edition for the puhlic. The ('(lnnt granted 
the request, with the remark, "Yes, certainly, if you think good can 
be accomplished by it." I am most assuredly of that opinion. If 
examples are more heeded than lll,'n' I"'('('('p"; if fen'i,l attachment 
in conjugal life; if religious obsernlllcc of the clutil" of a mother; if 
it is true that in all circum,tance, and ,ituations of life, nothing 
affords so much satisfaction as the consciousuess of haying acted 
according to the dictates of duty; if sacritice, and ,elf-denials of all 
kinds do not impair the efforts toward fultilling that duty; if a deler­
ruined rc:-;igllaticm to ullalt~rahle eirCUl1l~tallC('S; if all this is worthy 
of imitation, and so much the morc ",timaiJll- ,to it b perhaps rarely 
to be found, especially among the higher classes; then the publication 
of a book which exhibits the actual practice of all these yirtues, cer­
tainly cannot 1,c without profit. In so far as truth io of more yalue 
than fiction, the greater will he the intere,t with \\hil'h th,'", Jettl'r; 
will he read, because they rest upon facts, while in rea(liug cyen the 
vest of rOlllUnCl'S, the ('ollyidioll that all was illY<:lltccl fell' thl' pllr­
pt):-;l'~ of instruction, Blllst, aftcr all, il':-;Sl'll tIl{' ali't'ctiOIl:lll' :-;ympathy 
amI weaken the moral effect that had 1){'cn intended. 

"'ith the approbation of the highlyrespecte(l allll honorable editor, 
I have altered the title of this little 'I'ork for the present (,,jiti()ll. In 
the one designeel onl)' ji,r the fumily it run" thus: 

"Extracts from the lettl'rs and papers of General, Baron de Rielle­
"sel and his wife nee Ala:-:.~()\Y, concerning their comnlon voyage to 
" "\lll('rica and their Hojourn in that country, compiled and arranged 
"by their sOll-ill-hnv, Count Hl'lI:-;s. jJl'illff "l as IJWIlII.'iI'l'ijd fur the 
"family." 

The great number of book" which arc now published, make it 
particularlyelesirable, if not for the gcneral rcadl'r, at lea'sl for the 
traele, thut books of similar contents should be dbt in"nished as much 
as possilJle lJy the title, especially when they relate to jOlll'lieys. If, 
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therefore a tilll' is much better if it is cllaracteristic, I need make no 
, A ' " "pulo!!)' for calling this" The Voy"~(' of Duty to merica, espe-

cially as }1rs. General Riedesel does not come under the category of 
those whom Yorick classes as Iml'l'ier". Proofs of the correctness 
of thb discriminating title, the rcader will find upon (',",:rr page of 
the book, if indeed it is not litcrally justified on pages 36, 38, and 
20D.-::· That the title does not mention the letters of General Riedesel, 
and tile fragment of his journal which rehltes to the military opera­
tions of the Englisll General Burgoyne, must be excused by the fact 
Ihat these letlers an', ill this connection, nothing but a part of a 
drama; and the military report must be considered merely as an 
epi:-;()de. 

A thy typographieal errors, which I shall not allow to remain 
standing in a reYis,,(1 ellilion, tile reader, I Ilope, "'ill excuse-espe­
cially as Ihey ('onsisl, for the most part, of omissions of types which 
can be 8('t rie:ht ,,·ithout llitlicnlty. 

'1'111' \'ignl'll<' of the title page represmts a promineut cape in tile 
Sl. Lawrence river Icapl' Diamond), which is a thousand feet above 
the le\'cl of the ""11('1', is till' highest anel most fortified point of 
tllll'bec, all<l, in 1;1('1, may be regarded as the citadel of lite dty. 

In additiou, alslJ, to tlte fact thut this promontory presenls tl most 
picturesque appearance, it is particularly deserviug of being here 
given as an emhellishment, since it was the mucll longed for goal of 
the tedious voyage of the altth()I"('~~, as well as the signal of its ter­
mination, I have borrowed this suitable little ornament from "'ph!', 
./""I'Jley 10 ~\;JI'I" .11II00im, a work that was issued from m)' publislling 
house at the sallie time with the letters of )11's. General Riedesel; 
and the reading of which I ('an coufideutly recommend as very 
intere:o;ting to all those who wish to get a true and (,()lllpr('lil'n~iyl' 

idea of the 1'1'('1'111 condilion of tlte frce states of North America and 
tbe Canadas.t 

CARL tirENElt. 
//,,.Ii,,, Jf,ty SI", 1800. 

* Th~~e de~ignnt('d pages will be found. in this tram.;lntion. in the twenty-first 
letter, lU the first portion uf H The account of )lrs. General Riedc8el's journey from 
'WolrenhUttel to Brbtol," and in hel' remarks just previous to her departure from 
Camhrid!,;(' to Virginia. 

t "~eld sojourned in Xorth America from the end of the yenr l'1!I3 to the begin­
ning of the yenf l';'~li. 
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Frederika von Massow, afterwards Bar.mess Riedesel, was born 
in 1746. Her father, Lord von :Ila"ow who waK commissioned 
by Frederick II, a governing president of the allied army, acted as 
commissary in chief, and as such was entrusted with the general 
management of affairs. He was a man of sterling worth, and in ('ycry 
respect deserving of the trust reposed in him by that monarch. Being 
obliged to remaiu a long time at tue theatre of war, and not wishing 
to be separated from his family, they were domiciliated ncar him. 

'Herr von Massow seems to have been a genial gentleman, and his 
house was open to many officers, who either were quartered in the 
same place with him, or resided in the vicinity. He had also a sou 
in the allied army, and he, too, often brought his friends to the pa· 
rental roof. Mrs. Massow, we are informed, was an extremely amiable 
lady, who understood well how to do the honors of her house, at the 
same time that her husband kept an excellent table. But that which 
more than all drew the young officers to this hospitable house, were 
the beautiful and lovely daughters of the commiosary, who by their 
grace and unaffected manners bewitched not ouly the youuger offi­
cers, but the older ancl more experienced generals. 

Riedesel had been in official correspondence with Herr von )Ia"0W 

for sometime previous to his becoming personally acquainted with 
him or his family. He waK, therefore, on his first appearance at 
head-quarters, received like an old acquaintance, and as such intro­
dnced to the members of the household; where, standing high, as he 
did, in favor with the duke Ferdinand, he was received with all the 
more distinction. 

Frederika (called by her own family Fritschcn) made a deep im­
pression npon the heart of the yonng cayalry captain, and an alli­
ance wonld have been propose1 in the winter of 175n-60, but for 
various adverse circumstances arising from the war. In his absence 
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however, he hud a friend at court, in the person of the eccentric 
Gunther, who afterwards became a distinguished officer; from whose 
corrcspondeuce we gather au amusing episode of the young lady. 
It Heems that he did not particularly enjoy her favor, and gives vent 
to his grief in a letter to Riedesel dated at Minden, the 2d December, 
as follows: 

* " * She is truly worthy of the affection of such a 
deserviug and distinguished mau as yourself. You must not regard 
what I write you on this subject as flattery, which I detest. But, 
my friend I must ask a fayor of you. Frederika is very much preju­
lli~ed against me, uud treats me iike a couch horse, capriciously, and 
seems dctermined to discern only my bad qualitics. You know me, 
however, and I can at least flatter myself of having this piece of good 
fortune. Rcpresent my charactcr to her in another and a bcttcr light. 
I should feel very much grieved if a lady of so noble a character, and 
so many accomplishments as Frederika, should have such a had 
opinion of me. I know that it is possible for you to convince her of 
the purity of my sentiments. She has confessed to i'Iadum H--­
that she loves you most tenderly. I congratulate you from the bot­
tom of my heart, and hope that an early peace will aid yon in 
attaining to the possession of so many charms. Now dear Riedesel, 
adieu. Think occasionally, in the intoxication of your joy, of poor 
Gunther, who, shut off from all human intercourse, has no other 
pleasure, at present, than of knowing of your happiuess, and of re­
maining to the last moment of his life, 

Yours truly and sincerely, 
GCX'l'IIEU." 

His colonel, Jeannert, who also frequently visited the Massow 
family, and knew the state of affairs between the parties, often in his 
dry manner, expatiated at length upon the beauty and loveliness of 
the jUlIgjr(lII, and prophesied an early peace. This friendship and 
inter('st often (ound e"pression in his official letters upon patrols and 
foraging, und was mingled in them with denunciations of his hard 
life and miserable quarters. 

Toward the end of the year 1762, Riedesel ventured to follow the 
dictates of his heart, and inform the duke of the state of his feelings in 
respect to )Ii'8 )[a8so,,', at the same time asking, with all d~e form, his 
permission to the union. The duke, who had known for a long time 
how matters stood, cheerfully consented, and congratulated him most 
graciously. Neither Riedesel's parents nor those of :Miss ~Iassow had 
as yet given their formal consent to this union. The duke, there-
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fore, after the custO!}l of those llap, offered to act as nl'~'otiatnr, and 
re'llll'st their permission to the match. IIe a("conlin,,"· wrok first 
to his brother, the reigning duke, and haYin~' obtl1ineJ ilis approbu­
tion, applied on the l~tlt of Tl"""lll(H'r to the parents of the lonrs, 
for·their consent. This obtained, he did not n"t salislil',1 until he had 
himself arranged the nuptials at his head-quarters. Thus it was that 
the last days of the year were to be spent, after so many privations 
and, dangers, in a joyful and lmppy union. 

The ~lst of December was appointed for the marriage. There 
were busy times in thl' little hamlet of N ewhaus. Adjutants and 
artillery officers galloped up and down the streeb, an(1 all was ani­
mation. Numbers of carriages containing richly dressed ladies were 
out, and the whole town gave indications of a gala (iay. As lllay 
naturally be supposed, there was no lack of paralie, gifts and poems. 
The Duke Ferdinand, the heir to the throne, Prince Friederich, 
General Homboldt, Adjutant Reden, Private Secretary ,Yestphul, 
Co1onels Schicfl"en, Oynhausen and \" eltheim, and others, had their 
portraits painted in oil in full size, which they Ill'('Rcnll'(1 to the bride­
groom in commemoration of the day,'" Four of the most beautiful 
lallies had their pictures lakcn, representing the four seasons - thc 
lJrirle impersonating spring. 

Madame Riedesel, after the nuptials, remained with her family, 
while her husband marched with his regiment into the duchy of 
Brunswick, and went into garrison at W"lli'nhlittel, where hc pur­
chased a house. The close of the seven years' war soon after, 
gave opportunity for a fl'IY years of respite from hostile ,trifl', until 
the revolution in America disturbed the domestic relations of the 
baroness. The following pages describe the adventures that befell her 
during the period in which she followed the fortunes of her husband 
and countrymen in America, and form one of the most interesting 
books that have appeared in connection with that memorable l'on­
test. On hcr return to Germany, in 1.8:), she enjoyed a respite of 
four years Ii'om the alarms of war, when her husband was advanced 
to the rank of lieutenant-general, and was sent into Holland to 
snpport the cause of the stadtholder; after which he returncd to 
Lanterbach. In 17!J.! he was appointed commandant of the city of 
Bnlllswick, and died thcre in lKI)II. 

)IalianH' Hi(',kscl suniYcl! her husb:uH! eight ycars, and died at 

* The portraits of these officers, which hung in the ancestral caBtie at Lauter· 
bach, were destroyed in the general pillage of the place in 1843. 
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Berlin, 29th ~[arch, 1808, at tbe age of 62. Sbe rests by tbe side of 
hel" hcll)Yl'II consort in tbe t'\lni]y vault at Lauterbach. Of her nine 
children three were living in lH.j(i, numely: Caroline, unmarried; 
America, willow of Count I3ertlsdorf i and Charlotte, the wife of 
~rajor Yon S..Jlollinl', in the service of till' king of Saxony. Her only 
son, George, died .tth .\.ugnst, 18;; .. , at Buchwald in Silesia. Frede­
rika, tbe second daugbter of l\Iadame Riedesel, who accompanied 
her in all ber wandering, in America, became one of the most dis­
tingnbhl,tl women of her day. She married the Count Reden (who 
died in lH.j.tl, and resided at Buchwald, which wus the resort of all 
the celeurated men of thl' age. It was a favorite retreat of Hum­
boldt, and also of Baron Stt·in. Madame Rcden, accordingly, was 
on warm terms of friendship with tbe prominent men of tbe time; 
and, after her deat h, the king of Prussia, Freiderich William, with 
wbom she ,nt,; intimate, cau,;c,l a beautiful monument to be erected 
to ber memory, with an al'l'ropriak in,cription. Sbe left but one 
daugbter, who wa,; manic"] to Baron von Rotenban, at Rcutweins­
dort; in Bavaria, with wbom tbis hranch of the family of Riedesel 
l1ie:-; out. 



LETTERS. 

From General Riedesel to his W(fi'. 

LEIFERT, Feb. 22", 1776. 

Dearest Wife: Never have I suffered more than upon my 
departure this morning. .My heart was broken; and could I 
have gone back who knows what I might have done. But, my 
darling, God has placed me in my present calling, and I must 
follow it. Duty and honor force me to this decision, and we 
must be comforted by this reflection and not murmur. Indeed, 
my chief solicitude arises from the state of your own health, in 
view of your approaching confinement. The care of our dear 
daughters, also, gives me anxiety. Guard most preciously the 
dear ones. I love them most fondly. 

I am thus far on my journey without accident and in good 
h6alth, althongh very tired in consequence of my anxiety of 
mind the past few days. I am hoping, however, for a refresh­
ing sleep, and trust that you may be blessed in a similar manner. 

I have this evening been raised to the rank of major-general.* 

* The confidence which was reposed in Riedesel is shown in the following letter 
to him from his duke, written just previous to his receiving his promotion. It 
would seem, also, from the lett~r itself, that Riedesel had expressed to the writer 
hie solicitude at leaving his wile and family. 

BRUNSWICK, Feb. 14th, 177G. 

My Dearest Colonel Riedesel: I h~ve received your report of this day, wherein 
yon mention to me that every thing is arranged for to-morrow's march. Thnnk­
fully acknowledging your faithful services and cordia] sentiments toward me, I do 
not doubt, in the least, that you will acquit yourself to my perfect satisfaction with 

3 
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Therefore, my own "'II's. (;eneral, take good care of your health, 
in order that you may follow me as quickly as possible after 

your happy delivery. 

GIFHOR", F,1J. 23d, 177G. 

I have just arrived at Gifhorn, fortunately without accident, 
and, (; "II be l'rai"ucl. without any desertion. I might have 
slept well last lIight had not my spirit been constantly with 
you and my dear chilclren. Ah! dear wife, you did not 
notice - and I am glnll yon did not - how much I have suffered 
the la"t four weeks, and what it has eost me to conceal from 
you my lli.,tres.'. My mind has not suffered so much from work 
(for to that I am habituated) as it has from melancholy and 
anxiety. Xow, however, it is over with. God has so ordered 
it; let his will be done. 

I do not doubt that you will be able tn follow me as soon as 
your confincmcnt i" safely o,er. K urse carefully your own 
health, allll do not yenturl' too much with the young children. 
I think tl,,,t the elill'st and Frederiea, also, will stand the 
journey well. But you must be careful, and not too greatly 
eXI""e the Y"lIlJ.![C"t - whether it be a boy or a girl- nor 
injure it by cxc0"ivc klllll'rness. It is better to be separated 
from a dearly loved child, for a little while, than to reproach 
yonr"L,lf with it" premature death. 

I'cf'ollllly; you llJust not sd out on your journey until you 
han l'l'cl'ivl'll my fir"t letters from A llJeril'''. froUl which you 
will learn where I am myself. Thirdly, and lastly, you must 

the command entrusted to you. Yon may rest assured that if, in an unhoped for 
case, it should please Heaven to take away your life, your wife and children shall 
be cared for as mnch as possible. Bu t I hope and wbh, that you may come back in 
God's own time, safe and weH, eveu if you 8hould not meet me 80'nill on earth 

In the mean time, Ihope to 8t!C you to-morrow, to wi~h you in ;erson, all po~sible 
luck; and I remain, 

Your affectionate 
CARL, 

To Colonel Yan Riedesel. Duke of Brunswick and Lunebnrg. 
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obtain good letters of introduction to people in England, in 
order that your temporary sojourn in that couutry may be 
agreeable. Remember, also, to travel by short stages, and do 
not expose the children too much to the air. 

HAUKENBiiTTEL, Feb. '25th, 177G. 

I received, dear wife, your first letter early this morning; 
and I thank God that you are well, and disposed to acquiesce 
in that whieh my duty and God's will have imposed upon me. 
Pray to our Heavenly Father that you may continue in this 
frame of mind, and he will assuredly give you the needful 
strength to overcome all rebellious feelings. I continue, thanks 
to a kind Providence, in good health, but, of necessity, am yet 
deprived of sleep, and my heart is still heavy. The presence 
of yourself and the dear children are wanting to my happiness. 
What says my little Gustava? And how is the cunning elf 
Frederica? Remember me to .Madame Paasch and her daugh. 
ter, and say to the latter that she must write me a letter (which 
you are not to read) about your health and state of mind. 

Kiss our sweet little Gustava and Frederica for me, and rest 
assured that I am ever, &c. 

AMELINGHAUSEN, Feb. 29th, 1776. 

I will, i~ a few words, give you my diary. You know that 
on the 22d I was at Leifert, downhearted, thoughtful, and 
wearied, not having yet been able to obtain sleep. 

On the 23d, I spent a disagreeable, cold day at Gifhorn, 
where, by the by, I dined with General Bremer. 

On the 24th we were at Haukenbiittel, where we had a day's 
rest. 

The 25th and 26th were spent at Vriestiidt. I reviewed my 
regiment of dragoons, which lay encamped at the country·seat 
of a Mr. de Grote. 
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On the 27th I arrived at Ebsdorf; and on the 28th reached 
Amclillghausell. At this place I inspected my infantry re~i. 
ment, and returned to my quarters in this village at eleven 

o'clock last evening. 
Yesterday, my rc!-!imcnt of dragoons overtook me, and I shall 

retain it by me until we come to Stadc, which we shall reach 
by the fifth of JIareh. To·day I shall again have a large dinner 
eO llll"lny. 'Y c gencrally have twelve persons at table. On 
our marching-days we have five, and on our resting-days six 
dishes. Our kitchen expenses avcrage half a louis d'or a day. 

With this letter I send another to little Gnstava and Frede· 
rica, whom I embrace tenderly, and with heart and soul am 

ever entirely thine. 

STADE, J/ard, 3d, 1776. 

I write you this, it is true, in great weariness, but with a 
joyful heart at the successful embarkation of the dragoon and 
grenadier regiments. At seven o'clock we began to put the 
men on board, and in less than three hours not a single man 
remained in the city - all were upon the Elbe, an hour and a 
halfs journey hence. The departure of the boats was one of 
the Illost beautifnl spectacles that can be imagined. All was 
contentment and happiness, and the citizens could not suffi· 
ciently praise thc good order in which the embarkation was 
effected, and the admirable management of the troops during 
their sojourn in the ("it)". To-morrow, Prince Frederick's 
rl'gillll'nt and mine will arrive, bnt I do not yet know when 
they will embark, since half of our shipo are still missing; 
neither does anyone know when they will makc their appear. 
ance, as their crews were not ready at the time that those which 
are here, sailed frolll England. 

I think, also, that I shall remain here at least eight days 
longer. I shall have, however, on board my ship a good offi. 
cer - Captain Fay, whom you will doubtless remember to have 
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seen at Minden. He was formerly an officer in the English 
artillery, and is a very large man. This Foy has an American 
wife who is at present in England. He is desirous to have his 
wife join him in Alllcriea as soon as it is more quiet, and he 
would be very much pleased if she could accompany you thither, 
but not until he and I know where we are to be st.ationed. 

This Foy will remain with me until we reach America in 
safet!J; for he tells me that our voyage across will be but a 
mere trifle. The ship in which I shall sail from here is the 
Pallas - a very good ship, but having a somewhat small state­
room for the seven whom I am compelled to have with me. 
Foy assures me, however, that I shall sail from Portsmouth on 
board a man-of-war of large burden. I have to-day examined 
all the ships fit for service that are in this port. 

But enough of myself, dearest wife. Now let me say a word 
to you in whose welfare I am more interested than in my own. 
I hope that you are now entirely r.ecovered from your confine­
ment, and toward April will be ready to march! * 

STADE, Narch 181h, 1771j. 

Dear Wife: Here am I upon the point. of embarking, having 
·entire trnst in the mercy of that God who has lovingly guided 
my steps up to the present time. Do not let this news give 
you uneasiness, for, believe me, one can have a right good time 
on board a ship. I have very good cOlllpany; and when I 
arrive off the English coast, and have been tran:;ferred to a 
man-of-war, my sitnation will be still more pleasant. 

It is therefore decided, that you are to go to Plymouth as 
soon as your health and that of our newly born little daughter 

* Or perhaps more Jiterally B in marching trim." This playful nnd sprightly aBu­
sion to his own profession is entirely Jost ill the translation of 1827, where the passage 
is tamely rendered, ~. I hope you will be ready for the voyage." This, however, is 
only one out of innumerable instances in which that translation, as stated in the 
preface, signally fails to convey the spirit of tbe original. 
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Caroline, will permit; and that you will there await the news 
of my arrival in .\llIl'l'iea. Be not impatient. God loves us 
too well not to bring us together again as soon as practicable. 

My hruthl'r will dine with me to-morrow, and then all will 
be o;·er. I look forward to it with deep melancholy. Embrace 
our children, yes, our dear children for me. The ship awaits 
me. LilY(' me always, Take care of your precious health for 

my sake, and be assured that I am cver wholly thine, 

OX BOARD TIlE PALLA~, J[(//"ch :!lst, 1776. 

Here we are still quietly lying before Stade, in consequence 
of c,,"trary winds; we must therefore have patience. Never­
theless we shall to.aay noon proceed to Fryburg, which is not 
far from t:l,icbt,,,lt, where"ll"e shall wait for more favorable 
"'inds to carry us out to sea, and ael'IISS to England. }Iean­
while we are quite c' ,ntent. Your presence only is necessary to 
complete my happiness, for I confess that I have the greatest 
longill,~' to see you ouce more. 

Fill' your amusement, and that you may see how we pass 
away our time, I, herewith, send my journal. 

First then, we have a state-room almost as large as your 
~ittillg-I'II11111. 1'pon both si,ll':; are two small cabins, in one of 
which i, Illy bed, and in the other that of Captain Fay. In the 
state-rOil'" itself, on both sides, are fixed four beds, in which 
sleep ('a['taill" lIen,ch, (;crlaeh. and ('len', and the captain of 
thc hlll'Sl', Fricke. The cashier, the keeper of the military­
chest, and the scel'ctary, are in that part of the ship reserved 
for tl,,' ,,,lail'l's, a private state· room having been put up espe· 
cially for them. 

I risc about seven o'clock in the morning, after having said 
my [,rayers in bed. We dress ourselves fjuickly, and breakfast 
after the EI1~ Ii,!. fa,;hion upon tca and bread and butter. Then 
I go upon cleek to smoke my pipe. Aftcr that I write or read, 
drink my cuffee. walk up and down with both the Englishmen, 
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and with one or two pipes more pass away my time until two 
o'clock when we have dinner. 'Ve have nine persons at table, 
have three dishes, and eat nearly an hour. Then the table 
cloth is taken off, and we spend nearly half or three-quarters of 
an hour drinking different healths as follows: First, the king; 
second, the duke; third, yours and the children; fourth, Cap­
tain Foy's wife; fifth, a good sea-voyage; and sixth, a successful 
expedition in America. At four o'clock, all is finished. Four 
bottles of wine are consumed daily, together with half a bottle 
of arra~k * for punch. Afterwards I drink coffee with the 
Englishmen. The remaining gentlemen provide for themselves. 
After coffee I ,isit the other vessels; and in the evening play 
a rubber I)f whist. At half-past eight cold meat is brought 
on - also wine for w llOever will drink, and beer - and at ten 
0' clock all of us go to bed, and in this manner one day after 
another passes by. 

Captain Foy goes from Dover to London to report himself to 
the king, and will rejoin me at Portsmouth. 1'1'011 his arrival 
there, I shall be transferred to a man-of-war, where every thing 
will be more agreeably arranged for my comfort. 

General Gage returned from America in this ship, at which 
time it had eight small state-rooms, an apartment for the gene­
ral, and a dining room; all of which will be again fitted up. 
But of all this you shall hear in detail from me at Portsmouth, 
as also of the condition of things in America, and of the safest 
and quickest way for us again to see each other. 

ON BOARD THE PALLAS, March 22<1, 177G, on the open sea 
at the Red Ton, where the pilots leave the ships. 

Here we are upon the open sea. The pilots are about taking 
their departure, and, through them I write you my last letter 
from the extreme limits of Germany. Fear nothing; we are 

* I. e., spirituous liquor distilled from rice. 
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all very well, and I hope we shall make the entire passage­

aero" to Spithead safely, and, once accnstomed to the broad 

~ea. reach America in perfect health. 
Foy promises that 1 shall be off the heights of Spithead on 

Wedllesel"yat the latest; and the first thing of' which I shall 
think, wili be to inform you of our arrival and of the state of 

my health. 

ON BOARD TIIE PALLAS, opposite 
Do,-cr, J[,,/,,'" 26th, 1776. 

I write you the instant we come in sii-!'ht of the English coast. 
C"ptain Foy, who i-!'oe:i to London, will post this letter from 
that city. lmention to you with "ati"t>lctiun that I have not 
been unwell a moment; st ill Ie"" have I been sea-sick; but, on 
the contrary, have had a good appetite and good sleep the whole 
time. The ""Idier:;, however, <llld abll my "crvanh, have mostly 
all been sick and yet remain so. The poor cook is so bad that 
he cannot do the lea:;t work, indeed, he cannot even raise his 
head. This is vcry inconvenient, since Captain Fay and my­
self are o]'li"ell to attend to the cooking, which would amuse 
you conld you see us. 

I wilinow give you a brief account of our voyage. Thursday, 
we sailed from ;-;tade to Fryburg It was a magnificent specta­
cle (I) sce the beautiful vilia"e:; upon both banks of the stream. 
(; luck,tall!. a fine Dalli,h turtro:<:;, we left upon our right. We 

were in fine "pirit:;, ate and drank heartily, and played whist in 
the evening. 

Friela)" we Illade "ail for Hitzebtittel or Cashaven where we 
ho,'e til at eyeniu;!' in order to land and see the city, 'and playa 
ruber of whist. 

~"tll .. Jay we Wl'llt til "C,l with a very geutle wind. 'Ve, how­
ever, hardly belic,-cu that we wel'e at sea_ "T e were all well 
and eat with ,,,reat appetite. From the Red Ton where the 

lIalloYeriall pilots left us I wrote 'you Illy last lett~r. Iu the 
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afternoon, fishermen from Helgoland came on board, and I 
bought, for two thalers,* a large codfish, twenty haddocks, and 
four flounders, which I could not have "]Jtainl'll in Brunswick 
for ten thalers. Rainy weather now came on. 

Sunday morning we had a heavy fog, aud the sea became 
boisterous. Two guns were fired from our ship to iudicate to 
the other Ycs"cb the route for them to take. The fog now 
lifted, the wind and the \Va YOS rose, but still there was no storm. 
)I"w all were sick. The cook could not cook. ."IIiiller -coulll 
not dress me. Yalcotine could find nothing. To sum up, 
great lamentation and great blundering arose on all sid,,,,. 
II UIl!"T.\", I had nothing to cat. Finally, Captain Foy and my­
self cooked a pea soup in the sailor's kitchell, and eat cold roast 
beef, whith made ,;p our whole dinner. The soldiers eat 
nothing . 

."IIonday the weather was somewhat milder, and some of the 
people became better, though most of them remained sil'k. 
Captain Fay and I once more cooked a pOl'table bouilloll soup, 
a cod with anchovy sauce, a ragout from roast beef, and a piece 
of roast veal with potatoes. 

Tuesday we had the most beautiflll weather in the world, 
and a few of the people became again well. The soldicr" cooked 
for themselves, but the cook "till could do nothing. Foyand 
myself, therefore, ag'ain did the cooking. 'Ve had rice soup, 
yellow turnips with beef, codfish with anchovy sauce, and a 

ragout. of veal. From a distance one could see land. 
T".a"),, 'Yednesday, we are opposite Dover. Captain Foy 

goes from us aud takes thi" letter with him. Dearest angel, 
remember that everyone may be sick upon the water; conse­
quently, you will have very little help from your ,cn'aut,. 
Y"u must, therefore, choose the "h"l'te,t route to England. I 
thin k the best one will be by way of Calais. 

Captain Fay says that if Quebec is still ours, and there is no 

* A thaler is seventy-five cents of American money. 

! 
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American army tbis side of Montreal, not only be, but General 
Carleton, also, will have bis wife join him. You must posi­
tively not set ont on your journey before they do- then you 
can accompany them and travel with more safety, as you will 
have company and attendance, and want for nothing. 

Ox BOARD THE P ALI~AS, in the harbor of 
Portsmouth, JI" I"c1l 28th, 1776. 

You see, dear wife, that I let slip no opportunity to give you 
news from me. Here we are happily arrived in the hal·bor of 
Plymouth, and I am on the point of going into the city to pay 
a visit to Admiral Douglas and the other generals who, like 
oui'selves, are here for the purpose of embarking for America. 
Our servants are again well, and the cook has returned to my 
employ to the great benefit of my stomach. You cannot 
imagine a more beautiful spectacle than that which we had 
early yesterday morning at six o'clock, when we were so near 
to Calais that we could distinguish every house, while at the 
same time and from the same spot we could see the city of Dover 
on the English coast. At nine o'clock Foy left us to go to 
London, and, dUl"ing the entire day, we sailed along the Eng­
lish coast, and had every instant a view of a new town. People 
in the fields ploughing, and travelers, all gazed CUl"iously at our 
little fleet. In this manner time passed until evening; after 
which I slept peacefully, and at five o'clock this morning saw 
Portsmouth. By nine o'clock we had anchored; and are now 
on the point of going ashore. 

ON BOARD THE PALLAS, between Portsmouth 
and Plymouth, April 6th, 1776. 

Our departure from Plymouth followed sooner than I ex­
pected; for the wind having become propitious we immediately 
weighed anchor, and day before yesterday at eleven o'clock 
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in the morning, we were off-thirty sail strong - amid the 
salutes of all our cannon, and those of the fleet that were still 
lying off the harbor of :--;pithl':\d. On the fifth, the wind became 
unfavorable aud remained so until this morning. ."ow, wc go 
with a gootl wind straight to Plymouth, where, it is true, we 
shall uot stop. though I hope to fiud some means of sending 
this letter into the city. God be praised that he has kept your 
husband so hcalthy. Scyeral officers, and alllong them, my 
English adjntant, are already sick j but I am still wcll, haye a 
good appetite, and sleep soundly j and, therefore, hope to remain 
in health until I arrive in America. 

I think this will be the last letter that you will receive from 
me until our arri,'al in America. Po."i),)y, however, on the 
way over, we may meet with some ship til whosc care I can 
entrust a letter, for which opportunity I shall be constantly ou 
the watch. 

There are still several points upon which I must !rive you 
advice. Before you leave llruu:;,,·ick. you must procure lettcrs 
of iutroduction, iu order that wheu iu Loudou, you may procnre 
lodgings in a private house, and not at a hotel. Thcn you will 
be able to make a definite bargain for those day., that you may 
remain there, for your lodging, breakfast, dinner and tea. And 
by doing in this manner, you will find yourself much better 
off thau if you had stayed at a public house where every 
thing is three times as deal'. For example j for scvcn days' 
lodging of myself, my two adjutants and onr scnauts, one din­
ner and seven suppers - the diuner for twelve persons the 
supper for four - I was obliged to pay twenty-two pounds 
sterling, or, in our money one huudred aud thirty-two thalers. 

This rule you will be obliged to observe at all places where 
you intend remaining some days. Should you go to Exeter, 
Plymouth or Bristol (in which latter place Madame Foy is), 
you must ascertain, while in London, at what private houses 
you can obtain lodgings. Such private houses, where, for a 
definite sum, you may lodge and board, are plenty in England. 
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I advise you further, that while in London or elsewhere, you 
examine the class of vessels upon which travelers usually take 
passage, so that you can arrange your plans in reference to your 
sleeping arran£ements; for you cannot have with you more 
than one child-the other must sleep with the nurse, and the 
smallest will be obligeu to lie in a hammock . 
• You must buy iu I"ondon bouillon-cake, with which, should 

the fresh meat give out, you and the childreu may have a good 
broth. 

ON BOARD THE PALLAS, Apl'il24th, 1776. 

Since the fourth instaut - the day of our departure from 
Plymouth - we have sailed upou the great ocean, now with 
good, and now with bad winds; and three times already we 
have had such gales that we came near having a storm. All 
have been sick; but, thanks to God, I hold out well, with the 
best of health. 

We 11ave now traveled over five hundred and seven full Ger­
man miles from Stade, aud have yet to make three hundred 
miles before we reach Quebec. In five or six days more, we 
shall, I hope, see the coast of Newfoundland, and shortly 
after arrive in the river Saiut Lawrence - when the voyage 
will be more agreeable, aud the amount of sea-sickness lessened. 

Dearest, best wife, notwithstanding my love for you and my 
bnrning desire to see you again as soon as possible, if I had not 
given you my word that you should follow me, or had I known 
the hardships of so long a voyage, I would never have advised 
so lengthy a journey for you, especially with your children. I 
must coufess that I tremble when I think of this great under­
taking; but my word is given, therefore I must conform to 
circumstances, trusting that God will bestow' his blessing upon 
it. 

But for God's sake, do not travel alone, and wait for Madame 
Foy, or some other lady of standing with whom you may embark 
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in the same ship. Eut it must be a laay who has already made 
the yoya~'e to America, and consequently knows what I'r"1,ara­
tions are ncces:'ar)" and coulel help and adyise you in Ca:,C you 
or the children were sick. You lllust remember, al'an',,( wife, 
that yon, and your children, and all your domestics may e,,,ily 
become sick on the way over, if not com;tantl)" yet during 
strong winds; for upun my entire ship there are not five lIIen 
who haye continued well; and everyone declares that it is a 
regular wonder (hat I am an exception to the gcneral rule. In 
such a case, you would lie in bed with yOill' children without 
the least help - having nothing to eat or drink - and having, 
moreover, not the least heart to render your:'elJ' the slightest 
assistance. The crew of a ship. for the most part, are swine, 
loafers, and clowns, who cook nothing but salted meat half 
dressed, which is not at all fit to eat. One thing more: the 
water will finally become so bad and have such a bad smell, that 
you shall not be able to drink it; and you IIm,t, therefore, 
endeavor to take with you a filtering-stone, through which you 
can strain it. You lllust, a]',o, either accustolll the chil,lren to 
drink beer, or boil the water, that yuu intend to drink, the day 
before. 

My poor cook is almost always sick, which gives me "o,,,i­
derable trouble. There are many days in which we ,10 not know 
how or what to eat. Besides, our fresh meat is all eaten up, 
and at present there is only salt meat and poultry. '" e shall 
soon begin to kill our sheep. The worst of it is, however, that 
through the sickness of our cook, therc is no onc to take care 
of the provisions, and conseqnently one portion of thClli is 
spoiled, and the other stolen. 

In fact, I must deceive you if I should say that our present 
life was agreeable. The best that can be said is, that, thanks 
to God, I fiud lllyl'elf well, by l'eason of which I am enabled to 

bear with patience all these annoyances. 
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ON BOARD THE PALLAS, two leagues 
this side of Quebec. 

I can give you no great description of our voyage; for what 
can I say of nine weeks spent between heaven and ocean, where 
one day passed away the same as another. Here we are, after 
much hardship, still two miles from Quebec, where we shall 
arrive this evening, but without tarrying, General Carleton 
having, before our arrival, driven the rebels from the vicinity of 
Quebec, and being now engaged in their pursuit. For this 
reason we shall continue onr voyage up the river to join 
that general. It is yet too early to give you any advice re­
specting your journey. Captain Foy thinks that we must first 
see whither the expedition will lead us. I, therefcre, say 
nothing further than this - do not travel alone, or without some 
lady of standing, be it :lIrs. General Carleton, or Madame Foy, 
or any other lady. I mnst close, as I shall be obliged to send 
this letter on board the man.of-war, where it will be taken care 
of. As soon as I have joined General Carleton I will write 
you in detail about every thing that has happened, my own 
health, and your journey. 

BETWEEN QUEBEC AXD ~IONTI{EAL, June 8th, 1776. 

Here, in a few words, is every thing that has happened to me 
since our departure from Qnebee on the first of June. We 
arrived off Qnebec at six o'clock in the evening. I immediately 
went on shore to visit General Carleton, who welcomed me with 
much courtesy aud friendliness, and invited me to dine with 
him on the next day. In order to form an idea of his personal 
appearance, place before you the Abbe Jerusalem; the figure, 
countenance, carriage and tone of voice, all precisely the sa~e; 
and giyc him a black gown and a wig, no one would be able to 
tell the differcnce. 

The secoud of June, after dining with General Carleton, I 
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saw the rebel prisoners. In the evening I paid a vi,it to Com­
modore Douglas who commands the fleet, and who, upon my 
departure, saluted me with thirteen di'l'hargcs of cannon. 

The third, my birthday, I spent on board my ship. The 
order which I received from General Carleton - to leave my 
dragoon and Prince Frederick's regiment in garrison at Que· 
bec - did not seem to me entirely just. Captain F"y wa, 
appointed adjutant-general and secretary to General ('arldull. 

On the fourth, as it was the birthday of the king of England, 
I waited with my whole body of officers npon the !.!cncral to 
offer our congratulations. Sal utes were fired from the fortress 
and all the vessels, and afterward we had a ball. 

The fifth, General Carleton bestowed upon me the command 
of a separate corps. This I did not expect, and it has created 
great surprise. 

The sixth, as there was a favorable wind, I was dismissed by 
General Carleton, and sailed with my allotted corps. lIel'l' am 
I, therefore, at the present time of writing, upon Lake Cham­
plain; Int rest perfectly easy so far as regards the enemy. 
They have wholly disappeared; and we have not seen a single 
sonl of them this side of Lake Champlain. 

Dear soul, no place would be more comfortable for yon than 
Quebec. You can, however, go conveniently to :\r""tl'l,,,I, and 
there await news from me, in order that you may kll<lW in 
which direction to follow us. In )Iontreal thl'rc is a very well 
managed post, so that yon can very easily go upon land from 
one place to another; and I will make such arrangements that 
you shall find every thing comfortable for you on your arrival 

. in that city. The land in this country will please you much: 
all of it that meets the eye is beautiful. 

LA PRAIRIE, .1",,,. '2811., 1771;. 

I have recently gi\'en you a detailed account of our arrival 
at Quebec. From there we went to Three Binn'. where I, as 
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well as all the generals, arrived too late for the affair which 
happened in that place. Thence we advanced farther with 
the ships, and landed at Vergere. Our march thus far has 
been tiresome, but now we have rest.* My entire equipage 
has arrived, and we live well, but dearly. Our table usually 
consists of from ten to twelve persons, with six dishes; but I am 
not able to maintain such an establishment for less than two 
guineas a day. A bottle of wine costs a thaler of our money. 
I am here alone with all the German troops. It seems that 
General Carleton wishes me well. He marks me out for parti­
cular favor; and if things go ou in this way I slmll have reason 
to be well contented. I hope this business will not last long. 
We have already conquered the whole of Canada, and shall, as 
soon us the boats are in readiness, force our way into New Eng­
land by way of Lake Champlain, where are all the rebels, and 
also General Howe, who, it is said, has already obtained some 
advantages over them. 'Vhen you are once hel·e, I will try and 
manage to take you comfortably back in my ship, where yon will 
fare better, as I am now somewhat accustomed to a sea voyage, and 
for that reason know how to remedy many evils that are in­
separably connected with a ship. 

III case you undertake the journey, you will find in Quebec, 
Lieutenant·Colonel Eaum with the dragoons, who has already 
takcn paius to procure good quarters for you. You will then 
write me at once, aud rest for a few days at Quebec. Then 
prllcl"l"ll to Three Rivers, where you will find comfortable quar-

'" Not only was the march very fatiguing, but, fiS the heat of the sun increased, 
mnny of the German troops, under Riedesel's command, feU sick; so that by the 
middle of July, upward of three hundred of the Brunswickers were lying ill either 
in the military hospital or nt private houses. 1\I08t of them suffered from a violent 
diarrhea accompanied by fever, brought on by the Budden cbanges of temperature 
of the c1imate-warm days and cold nights-to which they were wholJy unaccus­
tomt!d. General Riedesel greatly endenred himetelf to his men nt this juncture, by 
tnking tbe utmo:-t care of aU of them, but especially the sick. Be, also, made 
strennous efforts to procure for them wholesome food j and as supplies were not 
eas.i1yobtained, be caused the inha.bitants to open a market twice n week at La 
Prairie, whp.re fre!!oh proYisiOD8 could be had with sOlDe regularity. 
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ters in the honse in which General Carleton at one time resided. 
This town is thirty lcague, from Quebec, and when there, you 
are thirty leagues from Montreal, where you will either sec me 
myself or find farther instructions from me. You will find 
the country here magnificent, only it is a pity that the colonies 
are still in their infancy, since one can very seldom find vege­
tables, fruits, and such things as belong til a good table. Meat, 
fowls and milk, however, one can have in abundance. The 
houses are all only one story high, but within, have four 
rooms and are very cleanly. An ordinary peasaut's house 
will afford our entire family accommodations. '['he iuhabitants 
are exceedingly courteous and obligiug, and I do uot belicve 
that our peasants, under similar circumstances, would conduct 
themselves as satisfactorily. I have no news to tell you. We 
are here very quiet. General Carleton, with part of the army, 
is at Chambly; General Frazer is at I"'t. Juhu; auel I am here, 
and travel through the couutry to make lllyself acquainted with 
the lay of the land. I eat my dinner every day at three o'clock; 
generally go to bed rather tired; and at three or four o'clock 
in the morniug am again upon the highway. Fully four weeks 
will elapse before we pass through Lake Champlain. 

LA SAVANl\"E, Sept. 12th, 17iG. 

The army is encamped for the purpose of remaining nearer 
together. I am posted very aell·antagouusly at a place called 
Savanne, where I command a separate corps. I have there­
fore plenty of cxercise, which I find very conducive to my 
health. The nights are beginning to be a little colel, and we 
already think and speak of winter.quarters, into which I think 
we shall withdraw in the month of October. What cOlllfort 
wonld it be for me, if I could then quietly enjoy the society of 
your8elf and my children. Truly that would be worth more to 
me than all else. But where lllay you now be! Pcrhaps on 
the broad sea j perhaps in great peril. During how lllany 

5 
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ni"'hts is my mind filled with such cares for your welfare! I 
ho~e that God will soon end my anguish, and grant me the joy 
of seeing you iu my arms. The fourth of this month, af~er 
exercising my troops, I gave to General Carleton and the prm­
cipal officers of the army a great dinner of thirty-six covers 
and twenty-six plates served twice. All seemed pleased. I 
did it in honor of my lord and his troops; and the effect of it 
has been good, for I bave made friends of everyone, and stand 
well with all the officers and men. 

Ix CAMP AT LA SAVANNE, Sept. 23d, 1776. 

At last, dear wife, I have received your letters of the 9th, 
20th, and 30th of April, and 12th of May. All these letters 
have given me great comfort, and I have thanked God from 
the bottom of my heart, that you and the children are so well. 
I as heartily embrace you and the children. It has also given 
me pleasure to have this news confirmed by a gentleman just 
from England; and I thank Providence who has so blessed 
your journey. I know, dear wife, that you arrived in London 
safely on the 1Zth; that about the 18th, you had gone to Bris­
tol; and that you and the children found yourselves well. 
O'Connel, whom Colonel Specht sent to London, himself spoke 
with the landlord of the hotel where you lodged, and you had 
set out for Bristol only three hours before his arrival. I do 
not direct this letter to England, but entrust it to the first ship 
that goes from here, in order that its captain, in case he falls 
in with you on his way over, may give it to you, and quiet and 
rejoice your heart with the news of my perfect health. You 
will find at ~Irs. Murray's all needful information for your 
farther guidance. I shall have my winter-quarters at Three 
Rivers, where you may quietly await my return. 
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CHOWX POINT, on Board the Washington, a prize 
taken from the rebels, 0<'1. :!G, 177(;. 

We have destroyed the fleet of the rebels, and taken posses­
sion of Crown Point. We shall now go into winter-fjuarters. * 
Our campaign is at an end; and I shall go back to Thrce 
Rivers, where I am to be stationed this winter, and await you 
with the greatest impatience. Oh how happy I should be if 
you came this winter and I conld enjoy your I'It'a,aut society! 
The winter-quarters will be very quiet, and I should be able to 
live entirely for you. General Carleton, like a hero, has rontcd 
the enemy's fleet, having left behind him his whole army. He 
has very properly spared those that are manied; and if this war 
is carried on in a similar manner next year, I shall be surer of my 
life in the midst of it, than upon the parade grounds of "-uIt~ 
enbiittel and Brunswick. If you are at sea, General Burgoyne, 
who is the bearer of this letter, will do his utmost to have it 
delivered to you upon the ocean; but if you are still in Eng­
land he will take pains to procure you a good ship next sprinp;, 
and in this case it is orily necessary for you to apply to him by 
letter. I am here for six days as a volunteer. We have been 

* The winter-quarters of the Germans were in and around Three Ri H'l':-', as far 
down a~ Chambly, on the western side of Lake ~t. Pierre, and between the St. 
Lawrence and the Richelieu. The more special divisions were as follows; The 
regiment of Specht Il:-; far down as Champlain, DCaI' Three River:;, and the place 
called Batiscamp; the regiment of Rhetz from the la~t named place to Fort ~t. 
Anna. These fl'gill1ellt~ sent off detachment8 to the parishes south of the ~t. 

Lawrence. The dragoons and regiments of Rkdl'~d were quartcrcd in Three 
Hi Yl' 1":-;. Two squadrons of the former, and three companies of the latter, had the 
town assigned to them. The two other squadrons were transferred to Cape-de-Ia­
)fu(ll'iailll', the two other companies to Point-du-Lac. The rq..(inH'nt:-:: were also 
obliged to send detachments to the nearest parishes on the other side of the St. 
Lawrence. The rcgimcnt of Hcssc-IIanau was rcmoyed to thc parbhes of Berthier 
and Masquinongc. It, also, scnt Ollt dctachml'nts to occnpy :-:1. Francois and 
Sorel. The regiment of Prince Frederick occupied the parishes of Riyierc-du-Loup, 
and Machiche. The grenadier battamon "'a8 quartered in Rt. Chnrle~, ~t. Denis, 
and St. Tours. Barner's Jight infantry werc sent to BllloviUe and Chambly, where 
it was joined by the company of sharp-shooters. The artillery of Hanan wa~ quar­
tered in l\Iontreal. 
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in c1o,c proximity to the camp of the rebels at Fort Carillon, 

and have taken some prisoners. 

THREE RIVERS, Nov. 10, 1776. 

I have little morc hope of seeing you here this winter; there­
fllfC, r write you thi, letter in order that if you still remain in 

Ellglalld. you may not be without news from me. 
I find myself, thanks to (;otl, well, but in great anxiety about 

your welfare, as I know not where you are. Yet I shall not 
mUl'mur, if you do not come, although I should have taken 
much comfort in seeing you here. (;otl, who governs all things 
according to his wise will, has, perhaps, sayed you from any 
misfortune. The uncertainty as to yoUI' whereabouts at this 

late season of the year, gi~es me the most anxiety. I must 
now lJrillg this to a d.-sc, as the post is about starting for Que­
bec, and commend you to the guidance and protection of a 
kind Providence. I embrace you and our dear children, and 
coax ltly.'clf into the belief that you will certainly come next 
~pring. 

Leiters from 1111'S. GC)/(f'((l Riulc.sd to her lIlother. 

\\' OLFE:<IBllTTEL, Jl""ch S, 1776. 

!!carest. best ::\jothcl': Your last letter has made me almost 

beside myself. :"olJlC pa,;,'ages in it would seem to indicate 
that you do not feel kindly toward me, and others again show 
so much anxiety and love, that it makes me right sick to be 
forced for the first time willingly to disobey you. Relieve me, 
however, that if any thing could have made me hesitate, it 
would be the happiness of seeing you at my house. Rut I 
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understood myself in this matter, and knew how hard it would 
be for me to go from you and refuse you any thing, and there­
fore, I forbore, in my last letter before this, to beg you to come 
to me. I could not endure thc thought of separating myself 
from you, especially for so long a time; and yet, the thought 
that you beg'ged me - nay, commanded me to remaiu here, 
made me shudder. Yet to remaiu, when the best, the tenderest 
of husbands allowed me to follow him, would have been im­
possible. Duty, love and conscience forbade it. It is the duty 
of a wife to leave all and follow her husband. .My love for 
him is known to you, as well as his for me and the children. 

WOLFENBi.iTTEL, lila!) 3, 177G. 

lf you could only know how rej oiced [ am to see by your 
letter that you l)cgill to be more reconciled to my journey! I 
have now the satisfaction of knowing that evcry one approves 
of my having followed the dictates of duty. Y Ce', I travel with 
the most confident aSSUl"Unce that God, who knows my inner­
most heart, and to whom, therefore, my intentions are known, 
will watch over and preserve me and the children from harm. 
The only thing that worries me, dear, kind Ulother, is, leaving 
you behind; but I hope that it will not be for long, for perhaps, 
God Ulay soon grant peace, and then we llIay be able to pass 
our days more quietly. God gives his blessing to all. In the 
meantime pray to him for ourselves and our children, and every 
thing will prosper with us. On Illy part, my most ardent 
wishes and fervent prayers shall daily arise to God that he will 
preserve you, most worthy mother, and cause the remainder of 
your days to pass away happily. Preserve your love for us 
always, and we shall ever love and venerate you. Have the 
kindness to write me once more and assure me of your love. 
lf you write immediately, I can reccive your letter at this place 
before I set out on my journey, which, if we all remain well, 
will be toward the 13th of' this month, I beg that you will 
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al!tlre,,' your next letters to Bristol, where I shall await yerbal 

instructions from my husband. 

Jlll"s. Gnl/'nil Ri,'!""!',, An'Oillll of 11('1" .}OIlJ"llC!I from 
n~)!tiIlIJiillcl to DrisluT. 

I set out on my journey, on the Uth of )fay, at five o'clock 
in the morning frolll Wolfenbiittel; and notwithstanding my 
l"""i,,"ate longing to sec my husband once more, I still felt the 
greatness of my undertaking t,," much not to have a heavy 
hcart, o,pol'iaily as my friends had not ceased t" repeat to me 
the lLtIl,~l'rs to which I exp""cl] myself. Uusta\'a, Illy eldest 
daughter, was four years and nine months old; Frederica, my 
"'''''Iltl. til'" years; and (':m,line, my Y"Ullgcst child, just ten 
wcchi old. I had, therefore, need of all my courage and all my 
tendel'lle.'" to keep me. from }'elinCjuishing my unprecedented 
wish tu foilow my husband. They represented to me not only 

the perils of the sea, but told me, "Isu, that we were in danger 
of being eaten by the ,aya:c;es, and that the people in America 
livcd upon horse-flesh and cats. Yet all this frightened me 

I .. " than the th"ugllt of :c;oin,~ into a ""untry where I could not 
understand the lall~·I1:1,~l'. Howcver, I was prepared for every 
thillf!: and the thon,~ht of following my husband and of doing 
my duty, has ke'pt me in ,,,"'II] spirits during my whole journey . 

. \t onr fi,."t sto!,pini" place, my i""IJI] old Rockel ,ai,] tu me 
wit h a confident manner, as he lifted the children out of the 
e"rria~l', .. Sec how (:"c! ]J\e"cs our journey; our children are 

- loukill.~ much better!" This Hackel had been with us eight 
years. when my father gave him the place of forester. As soon as 
he heard of the departure "f my husband, and that I was to follow 
him, he left every thing in the lurch in order to accompany me 
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as a footman; * and during our whole jonrney, he has showed 
all of us the greatest attachment and attention, especially for 
the children, whom he made it his duty to carry and take care 
of. In a tavern where I stopped the first noon, I came across a 
very rude landlord. While the horses were feeding I ordered 
a beer soup, for which I was obliged to pay ten groschen.t 
Upon my complaining of this charge as being too much, he 
answered me very snappishly that I must pay it, and that I 
could have stayed away if I had wished. He further added 
that he might be uncivil, but I would meet with still more un­
civil ones, to whom I should be obliged to pay six times as 
much - a delightful eucouragement for me who had intended 
to live very frugally! Iu )Iacstricht they warned me to be on 
my guard, as the roads had become Ycry insecure by reason of 
highwaymen, one hundred and thirty of whom, within the last 
fortnight, had been executed, part by hanging, and part in an­
other manner. But this number is not the fourth part of those 
stilI at large, who, when caught, will be strung up without fur­
ther process, on the highway - on the very spot where they are 
found practising their profession. This news threw me into a 
great fright, and I determined not to travel by night. But as 
I had received very bad horses, I was obliged to pass through 
a forest at twilight. Suddenly, some object hanging in the air 
struck me through the open window of my carriage. There­
upon I seized it; and, as I felt something rough, I asked what 
it might be. It was the body of a hanged man with woolen 
stockings! Though thoroughly frightened at this adventure, 
my terror became even greater when, presently, we stopped 
before a house standing wholly alone in this same wood- the 
postillions refusing to go a step farther. The place was called 

* In the original the word iR yliger. The primary meaning of this word i". a 
hunter, but when used in this connection, a yuger answers precisely to the EIlgli "It 

word tiger, that is, a liveried footman. 

t A groschen b a fraction oyer three cents of American moncy-twenty~four of 
which make a Pmssian thaler, 01' about H·n.'llty~ti\'c ('ellt..:, a~ mentioned in a pre­

ceding note. 
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Hune. I shall never forget it! A man of quite a suspicious 
appearance l'eceived us, and conducted us into a very remote 
room, in which I found only one bed. It was cold, and I had, 
therefore, a fire made in a great chimney. Our entire supper 
consisted of tea and coarse bread. )Iy faithful Rockel carne to 
me with a very anxious countenance and said: "Thiugs are 
not right in this place; there is a room full of arms, and I be­
lieve the most of the band are abseut, and are surely robbers. 
But I shall sit during the night before the door of your room, 
with my fire-arms, and sell my life dear. 'l'he other servant 
shall sit in the coach also with his fire·arms. All this naturally 
gave me an ullCluiet night's rest. I seated myself upon a stool 
and laid my head upon my bed. However, I finally slept; and, 
how great was my joy on awakening, when, at four o'clock in 
the morning, they came to tell me that every thing was ready 
for our departure! I thereupon put my head out of the window, 
aud saw in the wood, where we were, a great number of night­
ingales, which, by their sweet singing, made me forget all my 
previous terror. l\Iyentire journey, however, was very pros­
pm·ous. I passed through Brussels, Tournay, and St. Orner, 
where I arrived on the 31st of )Iay at one o'clock in the after­
noon. Between Tournay and St. Omer I passed a town called 
Cassel, where there is a mountain which I visited. From the 
summit, one could see thirty-two towns, exclusive of hamlets. 
It is oue of the most beautiful prospects that can be imagined. 
l'i'nu my arrival at Calais, I immediately sent for the captain 
of a ship, with whom I made arrangements for our passage over 
to England. I took, according to advice, a packet-boat for us 
all, in order to he more comfortable, but left my carriage behind, 
as they told be that in Dover one was obliged to pay a fine of 
thirty, or even sixty guineas on a coach brought into England 
frolll a foreign country. I was forced to remain two days in 
Calais on account of contrary wind,. Finally, I was summoned 
on board the ship. I confess my heart beat a little. Both my 
oldest children were in fine spirits, for in order to increase their 
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courage I had promised them that they should see their father 
after we had crossed the channel. I pretended to be very 
courageous in order to dispel all their fears. We were driveu 
to the shore, whence the boatmen, taking up the two eldest 
children, carried them on board the ship. I had the youlI"e't. 
in my arms. The 8ervants followed me on fOJt. I looked 
around me for the children, and found, to my great astonish­
ment, that they were already on board the ship, playing amocg 
tbe sailors. I had thc little one, also, lifted on b"ard; and 
now my hcart having a magnet, I found it lIut "" bad as I had 
imagined. _'c plank was thrown acr",.,,' from the shore to the 
ship, over which I walked with firm stcps. The ship was 
handsome and clean, which at once relieved IllC of all fear. 
The sailors, also, appeared contented. I had a 111\'0 of a cabin 
in which were eight beds. All of it:.; furniture was of mahogany 
and brass, and so highly polished that "lie could see himself in 
it. I was told that my children and myself had better lay our­
selves on the beds; bnt there was no air below and we accllnliugly 
went above upon deck and ate and drank with an excellent 
appetite. )Iy daughter, little Frederica, became so well ac­
quainted with thc sailors, that when she wishcd to go np 01' 

down, she always called out" II nsband! your arm!" These 
people are very fond of children, and know well how to wait npon 
them. One of them was in the habit of taking up little (~al'<l­

line, carrying her about, and taking care of her. It was very 
droll to see him, a large, brown complexioned fellow, with a little 
child constantly laughing at him. We all remained well. The 
captain assured us that he had not had in a long time such a 
favorable wind, which, though pretty strong, \\'''8 yet from a 
right direction. In five hours *e were across. As the ebb of the 
tide would have prevented our landing before eight or nine hours, 
we seated onrselves in a little ship and were Oil land in six 
minutes. !\Iy inmost heart was stirred with gratitnde toward 
God, who had so happily assisted us across, and was also full' of 
the thought," You will bring your children in health to your 

6 
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husband." They now were determined to h~YC their father, 
which troubled me greatly. I beguiled them, however, by saying 
that we must cmbark once more. But now they tea zed me 
cuntillllally and jumped up whencvcr they saw a ship. As soon 

as we landed at Dovcr wc l'l"'ciyccl mallY congratulations upon 
having accolllplished H) long a journey; but this cost us money. 
)["rc than thirty innkeepers carne to lIle and ]Jcggccl that I 
would be pleased to put up with thorn. I made choice of a 
Frcnl·h inn,allll found the accommodations very good. It was, 
in truth, a magnificent hotel, and cyeD' thing about it was most 
remarkably clean. The custom ]lOUoC officer came to search my 
IJag.~·a.~l', which is very trollhll'o"IIlC, hut T had letters addressed 
~o him; and as soon as he heard that I desired to follow my 
husband tu .\lIIerica. he very gallantly ,aill that it would be cruel 
to worry thc wife of a general who had gone to that land for 
the service of the king. And thus I came out all right. As 
I had bel'lI ohligcd to leave my carriage at Calais, I was forced 
to take a ,t:1.~c-coach from here to 1,"1111,,". which was very 
expclIsiw, since the ba.~.~·age was charged for by the pound. 

I arrived at London on the evening of the 1st of J nne, and 
found thl'!'e many people whom I knew, among others, General 
Schlicffcn, )1. de Kurtzlcben and Count Taube. 1\1y husband 
had written to the latter, and IJc.~·;ce<l him to secure for me 
\'l'iYate 'Iual'ters; but thl'()u;ch fear that I migllt not come, he 
had olllitted t" do so - othcrwise I would have had hcttel' and 

cheaper accommodations. .\' eyerthcks." T was delighted to see 
such evidencc of how much my husband had my voyage at 
heart. and how little he !l,,·,],tl"] that I would carry out my 
plan. I. therefore, rejoiccd the marc at not having allowed 
my,clf t" bc dcterrc,l from my journey. I must, however, 
mention a circumstance which, on my first arrival in London, ex­
ercised au unfavorable influence upon the quality of my lodgings. 

I relicd entirely upon my landlord at ('alais, to whom I had 
been recommended; but I now belicve thai he abused my confi­
dence, by taking advantage of it to convey over to England 
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many things at my expense. He said to me, also, that he shoulu 
advise me to take with us a trusty man fill' our protection, with­
out whom I would run a ~rcat risk. lIe, therefore, pretended 
to take great pains to find me such a oue, and at leugth brought 
me an extremely well dressed man, whom he introduced to me 
as a nobleman, and a very good friend of his, who would, with 
pleasure, accompany me to Lonclon. I (rcateel him with great 
civility, not knowing how I should sufficiently acknowledge so 
great kindness. I made the children sit opposite to me in order 

that he might have a comfortable seat; and, duriug the whole 
journey, endeavored to manage so that they should not trouble 
him. He g·::tye himself, also, the manners of a man of cOIl"e­

quenee, and ate with me during the entire journey. I noticed, 
it is true, that the servants, in the different inns on the route, 
made themselves very intimate with him, but I did not think 
much of it at the time, as the gratitude, under which I sup· 
posed I was to him, closeu my eyes. ,\" soon as we aniyeu in 
London I asked for a good room, but how great was my 
astonishment when they conducted me into a \'ery wretched 
apartment in the the fourth story. I "'1'1'''''''11. however, that 
all the other rooms were already occupied, since -'Ir. de Forence 
had assured me in Bruuswick, that I should have magnificent 
lodgings. General Schlieffen and many others who came to 
call on me, especially three ladies to whom I had brought letters 
of iutroduction from the heredit;try princess (at that time 
duchess of Brunswick), were surprised (<J find me in such 
miserable quarters. The following day my lanulord came to 
me with a thoroughly ashamed air, aud very respectfully askeu 
whether I knew the man with whom I had arrived, and whom 
I had requested him to entertain well-for I had not thought 
it exactly the thing t·o have him take his meals with me in 
London. I told him that he was a nobleman, who, at the 
request of -'Ir. Guildhaudin, my landlord iu (',dais. had been 
so courteous as to escort me on my journey. "Ah ~ " answered 

he, "this is one of his tricks. He is a I'"ld ric 1'''''''' and a 
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great swindler, whlllll he 1"" l,rlln,c:ht here for his own purposes; 

and '" I "alV yun ,ittill~ in the l'alTia~'e with this man on your 
arrival, 1 C01;t"" that' I did not believe you were what yon 
pretended to be, and therefore .ill<l,C:",l tltat th"se rooms wonld 
be C""'l\ enough for you, :-:illCl' these people have been to call 
lin )'1111, however, I see how "Tl'atly lIIi,takl'1I I have been. I 
therefore lJeC" your j"l'giH'lll',S, and entreat you to take another 
1'1111111, Jill' wl,i..J, you shalll",t pay more than for this one here, 
j"r 1 YCl'y mUl'h wish to rectify lUy llli,take." I thanked him 

aud heg~e,l thtlt he would frce me from this man as EOon as 
I'us,il,le. He a,keel me, nevertheless, five or six guineas (I 
];,r,C:ct exactly how much it was) for his <,:,;ellrl. I can never 
rllr,C!I't thi:,; trick ,,[, :\11', t:uildhaudin, who, by the way, made 

use of Illy carriage for his own private speculative purposes. 
He told me that I would have to leave it behind, as I would 
uot be allowed to bring it into EII,C!lalld; but I afterwards 
leal'llcll that he probably wished to hire it to tra'I"Clers on their 

way t" t: ermuny, '" he had often done this same thing with 
other eal'ria,C!cs elltl'll:;te,] tu his Care. But in this ealcnlation 

he was di,appointed; for as ,"Ull as I arrivecl in London, I 
'Hote tu the minister, Lord Xorth, who immediately gave me 

permissioll to have the carriage brought to London free of all 
duty. Tbi" it is true, ,jdllilll'llme (juite a little while; but, at 
the same time, ad,\e,lmuch til my ("lIlId"rI, and (,lIl1vcllience. 

"'hell I IInin'll in London, my eyes had suffered so mnch 
froln havil1C!' become IIYl'rll\':dt'ilcllll'illC" my jounH'),. that one of 
thell! lll'('allll' very mneh inflamed, and filled with considerable 
proud fl",li. I ;CIIl'I'II1 SchliefIen llc.'irC<lme earnestly to consult 
an IIt'ltli,t, and hruught me the one who atteuded the (jueen. 

He "1'1,,'"rl',1 fri,dltelll'll lit tltl' ('III1,lition in which he found my 
eye, but at ,,,,,'[' sayc llll' hope of his hcill,,, able to effect a cure. 

He I'llt '" 'llll' kind Ill' a powder into a (juill, and requested me 
to ol~ell my eye wide, which I did very confidently, not having 
any Idea of the pain that awaited me, lIe then poured the 

whole l"lwdcr into the eye, that it might eat away the proud 
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fI~sh, The pain I endured is indescribable; and since then I 
haye never been able to bring lllpclf to snbmit to tl,is experi­
ment; for whenever I attempted it, my eyes involuntarily 
closed themselves, Howcver, it did me a great deal of good, 
The oculist, Ileyertlwlc", gave f'till another prl'"eripti"ll; and 
I was obliged to pay him three ;~"illl'as, which did not'seem to 
me entirely rig-ht. (; clll'ral Sehlieii'en, hnwcvcr. told me that 
I could not giye him less. as he \I'as the quecn's oculist. 

I resided, while in L",,,J,,,,. in Suffolk :,treet, and found evcry 
thing very dear. _b I had intended remaining unly two days, 
I made no agreement, but after eight daY' I had my bill brought 
to me. I took a few rides around the city, bnt not long ones, on 
account of little Caroline, whom I nursed lllpdf'. I determined, 

however, to see every thing on my return. :-:till Iwastwicein fit. 
James's park, and saw the king and (Ineen, who were 'Iuite near 
me in their sedans. The park is a most lovely place for walking; 
more than five and six thonsand persons come here daily. 

One day I had quite a disagreeable adventure in London, 
My friends had advised me to buy a little cloak and hat, withont 
which I could not walk out. I had been dining with :II. de 
Hiniiber, the Hanoverian minister. His wife proposed that 
"e should take a walk to :-:1. .Tallles's, but lll'C'lcdd to tell me 
that a part of our dress was not in keepin:-:' \vith the English 
fashion. Little U ""taYa was ,ire"ccl in the French "tyle. with 
a little hooped petticoat., and a prctty, round hat. I lIotice,l 
that most everyone pointed at us with the fini'er, and inljuired 
of ~Ia,lallle Hiniiber the cause. :-:J." replied that I had a fan, 
which people never carril',j with a hat, and that my attire was 
too dressy, which caused us 1.1) be taken for French women, 
who were not yery popular in Llludon. The followilJ,C: ,lay I 
went out agaill; and, a" we were all of us Ijrl'.,,,,,j throughout in the 
English j'lshion, I thought that we would IIl)t be >I'l'cially noticed. 
But I ,,;as mistaken, for I again heard the cry-" French women! 

pretty girl ~" I asked our ",det d"I'[(/I'(' why they called us French 
women, and was informed that it was on account of my having 
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put ribbons upon my children, I tore them off and put them 

in my l"wkd, but they ollly stared at me the more; and I then 
diocoyeretl that it was on accullnt of the hats which English 

children worc differently shaped, I learned from this the 
nec"o,,,ity of cil"fiJl'l"i,,~ til the fashions of the country if one 
would li\'e plea"a"tly, j'or a 1110], is soon collected, and if one en­
(:'a"",, in an altcrcatio" with it he subjects himself to insults, 
~ '~Iv plan was to ~u til Bri."to!. and there await au opportunity 

to (:il to ,\llIerica, It is true that all those to whom I had been 
re~0ll1mended ,,,hi,,e,l me against this course, jJecaUOc there I 

would not have "m,1t a gout! chance to obtain news, aud hear of 
a ship sailing; 1)llt my husband had str'l!l~ly counseled me to 
~o tllerc, and 1 did not wish to act cOlltrary to his instructions. 
1 aceordillgly set out from Lom!nn on the tenth of J nne, and 
aniv,.,! ill llri,t"lul"'" the eleventh. I had no sooner stopped 
bctore the inn, than the mob gathered round and stared at the 
droll appearance of my caniage (tu which were attached Ger­
man "tel's), and at the two muskets that my servants had securely 
fasteued under the trayeliug ],,,x. Tiley fingered them over, 

aud "b" raised the oil-cloth cover of my carriage to see how it 
was l'ailltell. :lIy scrYant, who could only speak a few words in 
EII;.dioh, il"tead of sittiu,"'; (juietly without "l'cakillg, began to 
call them names, and was paid back in his uwu coin. Upon this 
he 1",,( all control of himself, and knocked one of them down by 
a blow under the car. Immediately the entire crowd pitched 
"II tu hilll, and there is no telling what lIIi,(:i.t have happened 
had uot the ll1a),or - who Wa" 1111' chief llIagi,trate of the place 
and the uncle of :lIr.", Fay - arrived on the "l'elle at the very 
niek uf time. I had written to )lr". Foy beg'ging her to pro­

cure me 'I""rter" and the ll1ay"r's arrival, at this time, was in 
cUlIse'juellec of my having sent for him, on 1lI)' first coming into 
the l'lael" tu .!ired me to them. This venerable old man went 
off' immediately for his uieee, with whom I could converse a 
little in French, and with whum I drove to my lodgings, These 

were very tille and opaeiulls, but were, a]:;o, vCl'y dear. 



SOJOUHN AT BRISTOL, POHTSMOUTH AND 

LONDOX, A~D EMnAHKATION. 

I discovered, soon after my arrival in Bristol, how unpleasant 
it is to be in a city when one does not understand the lan,Q'n"~'l" 
~ly sen'ants had lost all heart, and I was obliged to conceal from 
them how badly I myself felt. I wept for hours in my chamber, 
until, finally, I gathered conr"gc and re""ln,d to surmount all 
difficulties. I took great pains to learn the English language, 
and in six weeks made such progress as to be abie to call for 
what I wanted, and to understand the newspapers, which, at 
this time, were ,ery interesting, particularly those articles that 
related to Quebec, where my husband was stationed, 

I was soon obliged til change my lodgings, }ly landlady 
would not allow me to have the least washing done for the 
children. I took up my residence, therefore, in anether dwell­
ing, from which I had a ,ery beautiful prospect. I overlooked 
the whore College Urcen a delightful promenade filled with 
trees in the midst of clean grass, and paths in which men, 
women and children, even, were in the habit of walking. .My 
own children ran and frisked among the shrubbery Ycry often. 
Bristol would be a very pleasant place in which to reside, were 
its society better, but the uumber of sailors that reside in this 
city makes it far from agreeable. The very day after my 
arrival, my laudlady directed my attention to what she called a 
most charming sight. .b I stepped to the window I beheld 
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(WII naked men boxing with the greate,t fury. I saw their 
blood flowing: and the rage (hat wa" painted in their eyes, 
Little ''''<'LH''"LC,I to such a hateful ,,!,('c(ac]c, I quickly retreated 
into the iLLlWl"llLII:;t corner of the house to ay"i,1 hearing the 

shouts ,et up by the "!,edat,,rs wheueycr a blow was given or 

l'l,t'l'iYl'll. 

DlIl'illg my "'.iuurn in Bristol I had an unpleasaut adYenture, 

I w"re a calico dress trimmed with green taffeta. This seemed 
!,arti"ldarlyoffcnsiYe to the Bri:;tol people; for as I was one 
,layout walking with )Iadame r"y, more than a hundred 
"ail"r:; gathered round liS all,l poilltcd at Ille with their fill,~en;, 
at the "allLe time cryillg Ollt ,. French whore!" I took refuge 

as 'l"ickly as possible illto the h"""" of 't, merchant under pre· 
!l'n:;e ufbllyillg: ,;ollLctliillg, and :;hortly aftcr the crowd dispersed, 

But Illy ,lress IJlTallLe henceforth "" ,Ii:;gusting to llIe, that as 
soon a:; I rctllrlle,J home I pre:;ented it til Illy cook, although it 

was yet entirely new . 
• \ ],IIlI( three ElL''!li:;h miles from Bristol there is a bath, called 

IIot Wei}:;, which bears a striking rescmblance to 'Vcndefurth, 

near Illaukerbllrg, in the IIartz, except that at Hot '" ells there are 
many beautifullll>usc:; and a large "",clUI)ly hall. One meets here 

many peuple who come for the purpose of bathing. They are 

11L""tIY [,er:;",,:; wh""" ,Ii!"'''';c i" of a pulmouary natnre. Almost 
all the ladie:; rille 011 horse-back, on account ,,1' the mountains 

"nd l'Iwky valley"; and those who are not able to ride ~it behind 
a guide in a kind of "addle, which is made ~il1Jilar to a little 
arm chair. This place i:; the favol·ite re:;"rt during the summer 

IHontl". bllt, as winter approaches, the crowd floek to Bath, a 
tllWII I'yi",~' ('i,~ht lIIile:; off. .\t Bath a person is never at a loss 

1'''1' alllu"ellll'''t. for the l,iaee i" perfectly loyely and full of 
magnificent buildings. But I saw it only in SUllllller, when 

there i" IJllt little :;"eiety there, and conserluently found it very 
lllud,\'. 

In the hll\l"" in which I lived at llri"tol, there wa:; a Captain 
Fl'lIt"IL whose wife had remained in Bllstlln with a daughter of 
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fourteen. He loved them both dearly, and begged me to take 
charge of letters when I should embark for c\lllcriea. Upon 
my arrival there, I learned that as her husband had not re­
turned they had been imprisoned, and afterwards greatly ill 
used. I will narrate this, however, in its proper place. I 
made still another acquaiutance in Bristol, which I shall always 
dearly prize. The way of it was this. Just as I was setting 
out from "\Volfenbtittel, a young 1\lr. Lee, nephew of the Ame­
rican general of that name, and a student at Caroline C"llege 
in Brunswick, t=ave me a strong letter of introduction to au 
English banker, of the name of Irelaud, at the same time 
assuring me I would find him very agreeable. Although I 
placed little confidence in the recommendation cf this young 
mati, yet I sent the letter to the above meutioned banker, who 
lived six English miles from the city. A llay or two after, 
quite an elderly geutleman with a very pretty wife called upon 
me, whose friendship I had the good fortune to gain so soou, 
that they begged me to visit them. I therefore drove over to 
their place and dined with them. They lived in a magnificent 
country seat, beautifully situated, and surrounded by a most 
charming garden. I found there two most lovely little girls­
their daughters - who constituted their entire happiness, al­
though they wished very much for a son. They were rieh and 
every thing around them was on a magnificeut scale. These 
good people showed me much friendship, and when I set out 
for Portsmouth, with the intention of embarking from that 
place, I was obliged to give them my word, that if the ship­
as often happened - should be delayed, I would not sail after 
the middle of October. Afterward, having just missed sailing, 
I came back to London at the end of September, whence I. 
wrote them in the spring that I was on the point of embark.ing:. 
Immediately these good people came up to London, which is; I 
believe, about eighty. six English miles from their countJ:.Y ~eat, 
to tender me their services. Finding, however, that :they 
could give no assistance, but determined that I should IV:lllt 
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for ""thin,,'. they ill,i"tclI on my taking with mc letters of 
introduction to their f'riendti in t h"se ports in which I might, 
p""ibly, be detaincd hy contrary winds. ~\ncr I had safely 
arriyed in (Jncl)cc. and, con,'cljuelltly, had no further need of 
these letters, I "l'l'III,J them, alld was deeply moved on dis~ 

coverillg that tlley had char;.!cd all their friends to supply me 
with as much money as I might wish, without C\'CU limiting 
the amount. 'Whcn the wife was aftcrwanl deliyered of a son, 
they dc,ircil me t" stand godmother - an honor which, in 
Ell:,:1alll!' i,< a :,:reat mark of friend"hip. I have often wished 
tl",t thi" son IlIi:.:llt be able S"llle time to come to Brunswick, 
that I lJli:.d,t re(juite the :,:rcat friendship his parents showed to 
me, and which I shall neyer j'''r:.:ct. 

I I"""ell three "r four months iu Bri"tol, anu desired nothing 
more ardently than to fullr)w my husband, especially as I knew 
that (Jul'lJl'c was still in the hands of the English. But I 
could ueyer induce .JIadame F"y to go. She said that she must 
wait for letters from her husband. .Jleauwhile it continued 
tu get latcr and latel' iu the year. I wrote, therefore, to the 
minister, Lord George t:t'l'lliaillC', and be,,,'ged his advice. He 
allswerccl me very politely, that it was indeed trne that winter 
w,,, drawill;.! ncar, amI th:!t I mu,,!. thcrefore, the more wish to 
embark, c-pccially sillce my hllslJ:lllll had written for me. But 
,illce he hall. at the same time, illlJ",sell the condition that I 
should travel with )Iadame F"),, and he saw mc determined to 
fi-,llow his wi,he" iu eyer} particular, hc did not kllow exactly 
what couusel til giye me. ~\t all cYents, howcver, he would 
offer me a l'a"a~e "ycr iu a packet-ship, if I could induce 
)Iadamc 1'"." to accompany mc_ But all my endeavors in this 
Jattl'r direction were fruitless. ~\t la"t the Inll~' expccted letter 
h,<;lU her husband in .\ illeric:l came to hand. r pou this my 
illti)a! il'Ill'1' ,huwel! itself and abo thc irresolution of Madame 
Fo),. Finally, I ,,,cccelled in I,er,uallill" her tn consent to our 
dep,,:':'i,:,;re_ I acc"rdill:,:ly, again wrotc t~ Lord Gcrmaiue, who 
YCI .. !'.i:·t.li~ill:,:ly at once answered mc to the effect that hc owned 
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a packet-ship that was to sail without any delay; that he would 
tender me all its cabins for my own use, and that of th,,,.., who 
were to accompany me; and that }In; r"y could, therefore, 
share them with me if I so desired. I would, he continned, 
find every thing on board the ship nicely arraugell for my 
comfort, and that it gave him infinite sati,i:tctioll to have it in 
hi~ power to serve me. I tlfte1'wards learned that he actually 
gave orders to have all necessary provisions put ou board - not 
evell forgetting a cow, that the childreu might have milk. Yet, 
notwithstandiug this, the cal'tain of the sailiug packet, "n his 
arrival in Quebec, made my husbaud pay for all these article". 

In proportion as the moment for our depll't,ure approached, 
the more ilTesolute Madame Foy became :-'be loved her 
comfort, aud it gave her pain to leave her very pretty and well 
furnished house. Finally, however, we set out for PurLmuuth, 
where we were to embark. Herc Madame Foy aud hcr "i.,ter 
fouud many officers who were old acquaiutances, with whom 
they passed a vcrr gay evening: meanwhile I was busily em­
ployed iu getting my childrcn to bcd. These officers tolll them 
that it was already too late in the year; that they would have 
an exceedingly unpleasant passage; that it was a thousand 
pities that such haudsome ladies should expose themselves to 
so great risks; and many thiugs more to the same effect, which I 
could not understand, not being a sufficient master of the lan­
guage. However, it resulted in her telling me the same evening 
that she should go back to Bristol. I urgeutly JJ\'''Jll~ht her 
not to decillc so hastily, alld weut til bcd, she remaining' with 
her company. The following morniug at eight o'clock they 
came and informed me that we must ,(art back. I begged, I 
wept, but all in vain; for she well kuew that my husband had 
enjoined it upon me not to undertake the voyage without her. 
She had already sent back our cartman with our baggage to 
Bristol. I knew, therefore, that there was no help for it; our 
conveyance was before the door, and I had no alternative but 
to return. As we were driving out of the city, I saw a large 
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wai'''" escorted by a guard on hor,elJark. I asked what that 
meant ~ }Iy English maid (I had engaged an English woman 

in Bristol for my journey) told me that it was money being 
conveyed on board thc ship. At this reply my heart sank 
within me, and I remarked to }I:"lalllC Fuy, that if they risked 
SIt much m"nl'j" upon this ship, it could not be too late in the 
year for a safe voyage. " 'Yell," she answered me, " if you 
think SIt, why do you nut attempt the passage?" " Because you 
hayc prc,cnted me from cl"illg so," replied I, "by sending back 
our l\lg.~age to Bristol without consulting IlIC." To this she 
rejoincd in a hIli tl'ri IIg' tonc, that, as I was so stout-heartcd, I 
could easily undertake the voyage with the few clothes I had 
with me, and that she would send my baggage after me by 
anothcr ship. This woman was generally very gentle, but was 
led into this behavior by her sister, who was quarrelsome, and 
really dreaded the v"ya.~C. The tonc in which she said this, 
howcver, at ollce put lIIe on my mettle, and I resolved to let her go 
on, allll return myself 1<) Bristol and await the ship, which had 
not yl't arrived. It was expected every moment; and I had 
less doubt of its '1'('('[ly arrival, as I had no conception of the 
slowness of the ship.llIasters, and how often they were detained. I 
accordingly sent with all,lisl'atch my trusty jager, Hockel, on foot 
after the ("art Ilia IJ, who fortunatcly understood a little G erman, and 
on that account was llIore ea,ily persuaded by Hockel to unload my 
baggage. I then left ;\Iadame Foy and hurried back agaiu to the 
place whence I had just COllie, determined there to wait for the 
ship, a, l"n.~as the Seas"n of the year would permit. I was led to 
this deterlllination, not only on account of the promise I had 
ginn my friends, the !relands, but especially as I had been 
,,,.'"reo1 by the family of AdIlliral Donglas, whose acquaintance 
I had I"ade in PurtsllIouth, and by other kindly disposed people, 
that I could still count upon fourteen days of good weather. 
Tho,c officers, also, whom I had seen at Madame Foy's, could 
not even deny this; and when I reproachfully remindcd them 
of telling such a different story, they excused themselves on the 
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plea, that having found the ladies so very timid, they thought 
they could not please them better than by dissuading them 
from the journey. I often dined at the Douglass mansion. As 
I was not yet familiar with the customs of the country, I was 
continually afraid of appearing like Ninette at Court, in the 
comedy. For example, I could never bring myself to eat vege­
tables, boiled after the English fashion, merely in water, until 
I noticed that they sometimes poured over them an excellent 
sauce of butter. I therefore prepared them in a similar man­
ner, and found it much better than our own way of eating them. 
However, vegetables are 80 very good in England, that one can 
also eat them, even when merely boiled, with salt. I met with 
another embarrassment, also, in regard to drinking. Each one 
in turn honored me by offering me a glass of wine. I had 
already heard something of this custom, and that it was consi­
dered insulting to the one offering the wine if it was refused. 
As I was nursing my youngest daughter, Caroline, at the time, 
and, therefore, dared not take the least drop of wine, I was sorely 
perplexed. The first day I had not the COllra:,:c to refuse, but, 
as I feared that in the end it would injure my child, I, finally, 
with all frankness, asked whether they would consider it an 
insult if, instead of taking wine, I returned the compliment in 
water? They smiled, and assured me, that although exacting 
people, or those in low life might, perhaps, take offense, yct 
high-minded persons would excuse it, and thus I was also 
relieved of this scruple. 

In the English churches they always repeat aloud the Lord's 
prayer and the commandments. It struck me very singularly 
at first, to hear everyone repeating the prayers aloud, which 
made 80 great a noise, that I was on the point "I' running ont 
of the church. Finally, however, I did as tbe rest. 

The women in England are obliged always to wear their 
bonnets in church, and they would be pointed at with the 
finger, if they came in without them. When I came back to 
Germany, and my daughters and I made our appcarance in 



church, with our bonnet8 on, eH'ryone stared at me. X"w, 

they wear them in church fre'l"elltly. Thus is it with every 
'trall.~e fashion. I remained three weeks in Portsmouth, con­

stantly l'''I"'ctill;:' the ani"al of the ship. "\t last, everyone 
a~,-::lIrl'(l lIH! that I W:J~ running tuo ;.!l'l'at a ri:;k, in going to sea. 

at this ",,1,1 ,,'a">11 "I' the year, both as regarded myself, and 
particularly the children; and that it wa" "'a:,:erillg a hundred 

t" (Inc that any mure 8hips woulLl arrive at Quebec this year, 

"" account of the ice with which the river ~t. Lawrence was 
c",el'l'cl "buut this S(""OIl. _b I had long waited for a ship, this 
"tatl· of thill.~s Was dreadful. Hilt to renlain on board uf the 
ship fur the winter, wonl,l have been stillmore dreadful; and 

this C',,"si,lcl'ati,," ,ll'l'i,lcd me to ;c:ive up entirely the journey 
fi,r the pre",,'lIt, principally, llUw''':cr, on acc"ullt of the children, 
for whulU I fclt all"ious. nad I been alone, I might have 
riske-,l it. 

1'''rtslll''lllh is all a;:reeable "·'II",rt.. and that which makes it 
the mure illtl'rl'"tiu~ a" a j'('"id"llce, i", that one has a fine view of 
the ,hip, which arrive daily, and announce themselves by firing 

c"nll'm. Theil the pc"ple run down to the shore, and with 
great impati(,lIce await their arrival in port. ~hips are built 

IIl're, awl the ,luckyarcl is splell.Ii,I, as iii, al"" the building in 
which tl",se yuung men, wh" are intended for the marine ser­
,-icc, arc educateo1. Xenll' I"n'e I before ,cen such order and 

de:Jlllill"" ill a public schooL ~iuce my I'i"it it has been entirely 
,I,·,tr"."oo1 by tire. The h'lUse of the admiral is beautiful, and 
tIle "il'\\" frum it llla;':'llilicellt. _', wall ellcireles the city, afford. 

ing lJaIH\.-"lJle walks. There are, abo, lUauy beautiful houses 
in 1'urt:mlUuth, and the I'c"l'le, th"u.~1r Illostly sailors, are more 
civil (hall ill Bri"tul. The admiral t""k care that they should 
I)L' '0, aud punisbed all irregularitie" with :-(,I'crit)', but in other 

1'l"I"'ets Ill' was a good and kind mall. )Iy money by this time 
hao1lJearly .~iI'Cll out.. I had only ,cut for as much as I needed 

for nlye'luipmcnt alld emharkation. The journey, and my 
sujourn ill Portsmouth, which had Cl"t me considerable, had 
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nearly exhausted my moans; and I was, therefore, not a little 
rejoiced to find in the same inn where I was stopping, friends 
to whom I could apply, in the event of a possible embarrassment. 
These were a Captain Young and his wife, who had just arrived 
from Tobago. The captain duriug the ~eycn Years' War, had 
served as adjutant under our dnke, then the hereditary prince, 
to whom he was entirely devoted; and as he was well aClluainted 
with my hnsband, he proposed to me to go with thcm to Lon­
don, and reside at their house, I paying my owu proportion of 
the co,!. He was a man of middle agc, and his wife, who was nearly 
thirty years old, was very sallow and ordinary, but had a very 
sweet face. I thanked Heaven for this discovery, and as I saw 
that I had no further hope of going to Quebec this year, I pro­
mised to follow them, which I did in a ycry few ,la.P" While 
on my journey, I stopped o~er at a small, but neat town, the 
name of which has escaped my memory. ~\s I w,,, fearful lest 
I should be obliged to pay as much there as in l'urli'n",uth, I 
called only for a small 1'1""11, a leg of mutton and l'0tatocs. 
The hotel itself was splendid, and all its inside surroundings of 
great elegance. The corridors, galleries - in nile word, thc 
whole house was decorated on the oubide with flo'\'l'r'l,ots und 
trees intertwined: between these werc Imll;C ;class "Iol,os. in which 
wcre seen gold-fishes aud birds. I was frightened at this ele­
gance, and trembled for my guineas, especially w hell I saw my­
self led into "",,t beautiful apartmonts, and my talJIc ""l'l'lioll 
bounteously with five or ,ix delicate cli,lIl's. ~\" the landlord 
inoisted on waiting upon me at table himself, I sai,l to lIlysc'!t'. 
" That now c""ts a guinea more!" The next Illoming I found 
my servallt,; drinking coffee and chocolate, and eating tarts and 
other tit-bits, and could not restrain myself from adlllinistering 
to them a gentle reproof at their treating thelIlselves to these 
delicacies, when they must know that I was but poorly supplied 
with money. They assured me that they had called for nothing 
more than tea, but that the landlord had sai,l to them, that 
such brave ,cnan!s, who were willing to follow their master 
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and mistress to America, deserved to be well entertained. In 
short, there was no attention and courtesy with which I was 
not loaded. Finally, in fear and trembling, I called for my 
bill; and behold, I had only to pay ten shillings! I told the 
landlord that he had certainly made some mistake. " No," 
answered he, "I have made a fair profit, and think myself 
fortunate that I have it in my power to prove to you that there 
are honorablc people in England. I admire your courage, and 
wish to convince you of it." 

Upon entering my carriage, I found it decorated with wreaths 
of flowers, and nosegays; and upon accidentally taking hold of 
the pockets of the wagon, I found that the landlord had had 
the politeness to fill them with cakes and oranges for the 
children. 

I arrived in London toward the end of September, and soon 
afterward learned, to my great chagrin, that the ship, which I 
had so longingly awaited, had reached Portsmouth, and imme­
diately departed for America. They assured me, however, that 
I should have run a great risk had I gone so late in the year. 
Yet I learned afterward, that the ship had arrived safely in 
Quebec, though another one that touched at Portsmouth only a 
few days later, had been crushed by the ice; the erew, how­
.ever, were rescued. 

I was now in London at the Youngs, and fed upon the best 
of everything; and as often as I spoke of paying, I received 
the answer, that they were only too fortunate in possessing me. 
This, indeed, caused me gre:lt embarrassment; but as I supposed 
thcm to be immensely wealthy, and on that account did not 

. wish to take money from me, it occurred to me to have my 
portrait painted on a bracelet, and have it set in diamonds, which 
I had with me, and then to present it to the wife before my 
departure. In this way, I hoped to lighten my obligation, 
without causing expense to my husband. I spent my time with 
Madame Young, who was very sickly and hypochondriacal, and 
with our landlady, Mistress Bohlen, a worthy and lovely woman, 
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and, on the whole, was tolerably happy. Meanwhile, Madame 
Young renewed her old ael{Uailltance." lived very expensively, 
bought gowns and head-drc:.::.:",; by the dozen, kept the house 
full of milliuers and mantua-makers, and, as soou as her pre­
parations had all been completed, proposed that we together 
should visit the public resorts and private companies. I ex­
cused myself on the ground that I was a nurse, and, therefore, 
could not leave my youngest child, and more than all, that I was 
too sad and uneasy on aecouutof Illy al"cllt husband, til attemptauy 
such thing. r added, finally, that I feared, abl., the great expense 
which it would entail; that she knew I expected money from 
Germany, and did not wi"h to abuse the confidence of my husband, 
who had provided for my expenses with a free and liberal hand. 
She took my refusal very badly, for her intention was to go 
ont, and she had the idea that it would be more IJecoming if she 
had somebody as an escort. Instead, therefore, of' being friendly 
as hitherto, she treated me with almost r 11<1,," "." ; and that 
which made matters still worse was, that her husband praised 
me for my great attachment to my children, which prevented 
me from going out. :-'he accordill.~'ly came tl) me one d"y. and 
asked if I had yet found a Illtlgill,C;? On account of their so 
often repeated invitations to remain yet 101l:=er with them, I 
had, indeed, not thought of it; still I answered that I had 
already taken the matter in char,~t'. :-'!.c rq.\il·tl that she 
knew of a place and would go with me to ~ec it. alld thereupon 
led me to a truly mean h"u".,. sitll"ktl in a bad and remote 
street. I told her that I consitlcl'I·tl these ({U'Hters too common, 
and preferred rat her ttl econuillize in utlll'r thill,~,' than ill my 
lodging's, which I must have rC'lwda hJ." a" T 1,,1<1 letters of 
introduction to scveral ladies of Ijllality, and wi,,,IIL'11 to bc i,l a 
position to receive them in a manner befitting their station. 
She answered me spitefully, tlrat as I "," such a good house­
wife, and loved to be so retired, ~h" had "ul'llO.,etl these would 

be satisfactory. 
A" we were being driven home, I noticed an adl'ertisement 

:.; 
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on a corner honse, in a good neighborhood. I went in at once, 
and found, it is true, a small dwelling, but one that was clean 
and rcspectable, for which they asked four pounds a week. I 
said that this was more than I was in a position to give, but I 
could assure them that if they would let me have them at a lower 
rate, I should always be home in good time evenings, and bave 
my door closed by ten o'clock. The landlady saw my cbildren, 
and, as soon as sbe heard my history and the fatalities that 
seemcd to follow me, she said to her husband: "Look now! 
we have no cbildren; these will take the place of cbildren at 
our house; that is Lettcr than a few more gnineas!" She 
then let them to me for three pounds a week, including fnrni· 
tnre, kitcben utensils, allli washing materials. I immediately 
took my dcparture from my former hosts, and betook myself to 
my new quarters, where I found myself very bappy; for I was 
not only comfortably lodged, but my host and bostess became 
my warmest friends. I told them with perfect frankness, tbat 
it was my intention not to spend much; that it was trne my 
husband allowed me a liberal hand in my expenditure, but I 
was the more desirous of limiting myself on tbat very account. 
I further told thcm, that my whole capital, at that time, con­
sisted of ten guineas, and that, perhaps, I should receive notbing 
more under six weeks. "Well," replied Mistress Russell, my 
new landlady, "I will be your housekeeper, and buy your bread 
and llleat, and as for the rest you shall be supplied by our­
seh'es, which, as' well as your rent, you can pay at your own 
conyenience." 

'l'hey both taught my children English; and when I was 
obliged to go out, I confidently left them in their charge. 
When I ,,'a, on the point of going away, tbe following spring, 
I noticed that the husband appeared very sorrowful and de­
jected. I inquired after the came. "Alas!" said she, "it 
is your departure whicb distresses him so, and partienlarly, tbat 
of your little Caroline, and be has cbarged me to beg you to 
leave her with us." ""'hat would you do witb bel' supposing 
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I should die?" answered 1. " Oh," she rejoined, " t.he moment 
you left her with us, we should eDw,i,lcr her as our own child, 
and give her our entire fortune." If I desired to buy some 
triBe for my children, the good woman iuvariably asked me 
whether the expenditure would not exceed the sum which I 
had allowed myself. I w,,, dclichtcd to be with such high­
minded people; aud I had yet more reasou to thank Providence 
that it had taken me away from the Y<>tlll;:S, when, in the 
sequel, she contracted so many debts, that they came neal' 
arresting her, and did, indeeu, levy on her effects. The hus­
band shortly after Bed the country from the same call.'C, and 
the wife, was finally, supported by her friends. I would have 
had, therefore, a thousand different vexations, if I had kel't up 
my connection with those people. I cannot, however, suffi­
ciently praise the good treatment I received from the EUcli,h 
nation. Even persons whom I did not know, came and offered 
me as much money as I might need; and upon my expressing 
astonishment at this, and saying that they did not know but I 
might be passing myself ofi' for other than 1 really was, they 
answered, that if I were an impo~tor I would not live cO retired; 
neither would I bestow so much care upon my children as I 
.did. 

My friends advised me to present myself at court, as the 
queen had stated that it would gin her great pleasure to see 
me. I had, thereforc, a court dress made, and J,ady Gl·"]'.~·e 
Germaine presented me. It was on X ew Year's day, 1777. I 
found the castle very ugly, and furnishcd in old fashioned style. 
All the ladies and gentlemen were ,tatiulled in thc audience 
room. Into this room came the killg, preceded by three ca\'a­
liers. The queen followed him, accompanied by a lady, who 
carried her train, and a chamberlain. The king went round to 
the right and the q neen to the left. N either passed by any 
one without saying something. At the end of the drawing 
room, they met, made each other a profound bow, and then 
returned to the place whence they had :;tartccl. I asked Lady 
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Germaine how I should act, and whether the king, as I had 
heard, kissed all the ladies? "No," she replied, "only English 
women and marchioncsses; and that all one had to do, was, to 
rcmain (Juietly standing in her place." When, therefore, the 
king came up and kissed me, I was greatly amazed, and turned 
red as fire, since it was so entirely unexpected He immedi­
ately inquired if I had received letters from my husband? I 
said, "Yes, up to the 22<1 of November." "He is well," re­
joined he, "I have inquired after him particularly; everyone 
is satisfied with him, and I hope the cold will not injure him." 
I an~wered, that I believed and hoped, that, as he was born in 
a cold climate, the cold would not trouble him. "I trust so, 
also," said he, "but this I can assure you, that where he is, the 
air is very healthy and clear." Thereupon he saluted me in a 
very friendly manner, and passed along. As soon as he was 
out of hearing, I remarked to Lady Germaine that, by the kiss 
of the king, I had now become naturalized! Shortly after, 
came the queen, who was, also, very friendly, and asked me how 
long I had been in London? I said, "Two months." " I 
thought it was longer," she rejoined. "I have been in Lon­
don," I continued, "only so long, but have been in England 
already seven months." She then asked, whether I liked it. 
here? " Yes," I answered, "but all I wish for is to be in 
Canada." "Do you not then fear the sea?" she further 
asked, "I love it not at all" ".'lor I either," rejoined I, "but 
I have no other moans of again seeing my husband; I shall, 
therefore, joyfully make the journey." "I admire your met,tle," 
said she, "for it is a great undertaking, especially with three 
children." 

From this conversation, I saw that she had heard more of me; 
and I was, accordingly, additionally pleased at having been pre­
sented at court. During this reception, I sawall the royal 
childreu, with the exception of one that was sick. They were ten 
in numher, and all beautiful as pictures. As I had been so well 
received, I visited the queen several times afterward In the 
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spring, just before my departure to Portsmouth to embark, I 
paid a farewell visit to the queen, when she oue6 more asked 
me if I had no fcars of such a frightful voyage? A 11<1 when I 
replied, that since my husband wishL',l me to follow him, I did 
it with courage and 'ldiSht. believing that I w,,, thus perform­
ing my duty, and that I was as,urcLl tLat were she in Illy place 
she would do the same; she replied, " Yos, but they wrote to 
me that you undertake this journey unknown til your husband." 
I answered, that she was a ~ : erman princess, and well knew that 
I could not undertake this without the consent of my hus­
band, as, in that casc. I could not have the UL'ces",ry money. 
"You are ri:;ht." said she, "I al'prll"e of yOHl' resolution, aud 
only wish you all imaginable suece,s. What is the name of 
your ship? I shall often inquire after you, amI. upon your 
return to England, I hope 'you will visit mo." Shc kept her 
word, and often inquired about me, and fre'lncntly sent her 
remembrances. 

Ueneral Burgoyne had promised my hns]""l11. that we shonld 
travel together. I, therefore, asked the advice of Lord ~ :01'­

maine, who informed me that a man-of-war was certainly sajer ; 
but as one was wholly dependent on the captain, who tllllk no 
pay for the r"lSsago or expense of the nlpge, it would be un­
pleasant, especially as I had children. lIe. thereli,re. rather 
connseled me to take a merchant·man. ~Ir, ,rat" Ill, a rich 
London banker and a \\'Ilrthy man, who had alrea,ly beon three 
times lord maynr of that city (the same wh"sL' fi'llt Wa, bitten 
off by a shark while bathing once in the ". L'st IlllliL''; I. had 
seen my husband in (:allaLl:.. and p\'IlIllisL',1 to let me have his 
ship. General rr"I\'C, an old friend of Illy late father, and of 
mine, also, strongly a,lI-iceLl me t" accept it, and promised, for 
my greater safety, and in order, also, t" give more C"IlSl'IJ"L'IlCC 
to the ship, a letter of marqne, blget hL'" with two nfficL'n; and 
sixty men. Mr. 'Vatson liked this "rrall.~'elllellt right welL as 
such an adjnstmcnt is of great ad\'antage tn thc owners of 
ships; although it is in a measurc neutralized by thc fact that 
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it, at the same time, expose., the ship tu the risk of a fight. 
,)11'. \rat,,)!) ,h,,\\',"] me the ship, introduceu. me to the captain 

and the entire crew, alld declared to them, that whoever 

shouh] offend me, llJi.~ht expect the same punishmeut as if he 

had offended him, and, moreover, that anyone of whom I com­

plained, should ],e instantly discharged. 

The ,11il' ,ra,; large and spacious, and was immediately ar­
ran;,:c'] a,; I \\'i,,110,1. 

,b 1 kncw that it would I'lease my husband, I wrote to 

Madame r"y. and i,rul'",,·tl that she should take the journey 
with me. :'he accepted it, and all errors were forgiven and 

f;'r:ioltell. 'We IIld at Portslllouth; and on the Lith of April, 

1"" 'Ye wellt on board of our ship. '" e were very bn"y the 
elltire evelling in arranging OUf things in order, and went to 

be,] at llilll' \J'd"ek. 



LETTERS FROM GBXEHAL RIEDESEL 

TO HIS WIFE. 

THREE RIVERS, ~11'1"I'116th, 1777. 

What sad Yjci,"itndes of happiness and unhappineos! At 
the Isle .\.ux .'luiI', news was brought to me, at the end of the 
last campaign, of the "afc arrival of ),onr,e1f and children at 
(lul'ilcc. I was beside myself with joy at the Iw""pel't of passing 
a most delightful and (Iuiet winter in your society, and in the 
bosom of my belaYed family; but how dreadfully was I de­
ceived in my expectations til find, npon my arrival here, instead 
of yourself, your la,t letter, brought by tbe ship, London, 
informing me that yuur journey would be postponed until 
spring. This was a thunder-clap, and the unly cnu,ulntiull that 
remained to me wa". that I could still thank Heann thnt yuur­
self and our dear children were at Iea,t all well. 

The ship, London, upon which it was expectc,l you would 
have taken pa,.'nt!;l'. arrived "delyat QIIl'iH'l', on the 8th of 
December, without the least disaster. Your apartments for 
yourself and onr little family, had been quite eomfin·tably fur­
nished and fitted up; and we would, therel:,l'l'. have passed. 
perhaps, one of the happiest winters that we have ever '!,Cllt 
together since our marriage. That hope is all turned to water. 
But God has ,0 ordered it, and we mUot not murmur, but bow 
ill submission to hi, holy Ju('rec". I have endeavored to divert 
my mind from my grief, hut in vain. I remained from the 
13th of December to the Hith of January, in (luclwl', to pay 
my respects to (;cneral Carletoll, :1I1(1 have been ovcrwhel!llcd 
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with comtesies and attentions. After my return, I celebrated 
the queen's birth-day by givin;:; a great dinner, a ball and a 
supper; and since then,. following the example of the other 
generals, I h<1\'e continued to give a supper and a ball every 
week; partly to gain the affection of the inhabitants of this 
place, and partly, also, to provide inuocent pleasures for the 
officers, and thus keep them from visiting public houses and 
bad company. General Philips made me a visit in the month 
of Febl'Uary. I have at different times inspected our regiments 
in their winter.quarters; and, in the beginning of March, 
General Carleton, also, visited me here, and reviewed all our 
troops. He was perfectly satisfied with them all. I accompa­
nied him to Jlontrcal, where I spent eight days with him at 
General Philips's. On his way back, he staid with me two 
days more. Since that time I have again been round to inspect 
our regiments. I spent the week after Easter by myself in the 
country, ill order to) h<1ve quiet for my religious devotions; 
and now, as the present season is becoming beautiful, and we 
flatter oursel\'es that we shall be able to receive vessels from, 
and dispatch them to Europe, I seize my pen to talk with you; 
for I am yet ullcertain whether, or when you are coming, and 
at all events, I am determined that you shall not be without news 
from me. Still, I dearly wish that this letter Dlay have been 
written in vain, and that I may have the joy of seeing you 
arrive upon the first ship. 

In this letter, you have a ~hort account of every thing I have 
done during the past winter; and I will only say to you - in 
order to give y"u an idea of the swiftness with which one 
travels here iu sledges - that from the 20th of February to the 
10th of April, I have beeu five hundred and eighty leagues 
(which is foul' hundred and thirty-five good German miles), 
partly on the snow, but chiefly ou the frozen river St. Lawrence. 
As yet, J do not know when the army will break up, preparatory 
to moving on X elY England. If you still come, as I continually 
flatter myself YOIl will, remain quietly a few days at Quebec, 



OF MRS. GETER_lL RIEDESEL. 65 

where you will stay with my good friend, Jlr. Murray, whose 
wife is a meritorious person. She will please you very lllUch; 
and should we ha,e already broken up our quarters here, take 
up your sojourn at Three Rivers, where you will find my quar­
ters vacant and prepared for you, to which end, I shall leave in 
the same house all my superfluous baggage. The grand vicar, 
M. Saintonge, will hand you o,er the keys on your arrival; 
and he and the Tonnaucourt family willleud you all that you 
may need in the way of furniture. 

You will find a tolerable garden, arranged with reference to 
walking, and to furnishing your cook with all necessary supplies; 
and you can remain here until we are permanently located on 
the other side of the lake, in ~l'W Eugland. When tllis time 
arrives, I will endeavor to provide a large ship for your passage 
over the lake, and will send you a reliable officer, who will 
bring you to me. I think it probable that when you arrive in 
Qnebec you may not like the place. X either will the wife of 
General Carleton be a woman to your taste; she is too proud. 
Madame JIunay, however, is a worthy woman. All the officers 
trace a resemblance in her to you, for which reason I have given 
her the preference over all other women. Here at Three RiYers 
you will find three families who will overwhelm you with politeness, 
and will do every thing for you that you may wi,h. FilA. the 
grand-vicar, who has a cousin by the name of Cabenac, a maiden 
of much wit, who I am confident will please you; then there is 
the family of Mr. Tounauconr(, a colonel of militia and a widower, 
but who has three daughters, cxtremely well edneated, who will be 
very good company for you; and, lastly, a nunnery in which there 
is, also, a seminary for young maidens, wherc both our oldest 
daughters can find pleasant. amusement. I think you will prefer 
Three Rivers to Quebec, all account of its cheapness, for one 
can live here for less than one-half of what it costs in Quebec 

or }Iontreal. 
I write this letter in dnplicate, sending one to England, in 

case YOIl ha,e not started on your journey, and the second 
9 
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to QIIV]I('(', where you will find it on your arrival at Mrs. 

~Iurr".'"·s. 

THREE 1tIY~J\S, .Til II ( 5th, 17i7. 
11""r(""t ""ife: 

Un thL' 6th of Ia,t month, General Burgoyne arrived here 

fr()lll 1':I,~I,,",1, ,,11,1 ]Jl"I,u,~ht me the gou,l news th"t, when he 
left, y»" \Yere oil the point of ,l'ltillg out in the ship of ~rr, 

"""t'oll. I lJa\'l', therefi)!"e, eXl'c('(("l you for the Ia,t-four 

weeks with the ,~rc'"te,t ill'l,atiL'lIl'e, and am now obliged to set 
»"t fr» 11 1 here, on "(,(,Ullilt of the delay of your fleet, without 

having had tIle joy of,cl'ill,~' you-a l'il'l'Ul",;tallCl' which grieves 

me illl'xl'l"e"ibly. But as it cannot be helped, T will not 
murmur; for it is tIll' will .. f' (;",1, who knows how to dispose 

every thill~' in the \Yi,e,t manner, and more for our own good 

than \YL' often beliCH', 
I Lll'J,art this illst:lIlt, my I»v(", fill' ~t, .John, in order to pass 

frolll that point through J~ake Champlain to .'lew England. I 
le,we y»" (,lItin']". fr('l' to decide whether Jon had better remain 
in (iu,'J..v(', Three J:i, '.'1'S, or ~Iontreal. I think that 'l'luee 

l:i\('I" will 'Ilit yuu the ]JC,t, Lecause it is cheaper. Therc you 

will find a ,~ar,lell and a house thoronghly prepared for your 
rCl'('l'ti»n, lJe,id('s, abo, your own countrymen, as Lieutenant 

t'»I»II,'1 Ehl"l'lIkl'll1l cOllllllands at that place, You will, more­

OYeI", be neal' »Ilr military dll"t. and, eonse'juently, you need 
ncycr lack for mum'y, Y»u will find, in addition, wine and various 

»tber thill,~s that still rcmain there. I leaye here, also, Biihring, 

the ('((/,I"i" (j"(rmrs of my company, that he may assist you 
in L','ery tllill,~', and ,hull' you how you lIlay obtain the necessary 

I'rul'i,i»n", Y"lll' sCrYunts can receive their supplies from the 
sturel,»us", I flutter IllY"clt' that the inhabitants of the place 

wi,h lIle well. I am certain that they will treat you with courtesy. 
f::hould you wish to drive »ut with the children, you will be 

allowed only the post. That custs but one shilling for every 
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league. As for the rest, remaiu tranquil, my love. I shall not 
allow you to remain long here, for just as soon as our eam'p 
becomes quiet, I shall send for you at once. 

Farewell, dear wife. :\Iy heart is very heavy within me, 
because I go hence without seeing you, but I hope that it will 
not be for long. 

l'IIAMBLY, .]UlIC 101h, 1777. 

Though removed from ynu. dear wife, yet I am ever with 
you in spirit, and eyen now am seeking solitude, that I may 
the better talk to you. and in thought call back the pleasant 
hours, which we have spent with each other. 

Some days before my departUl"e fl"Om Three Rivers, I com­
mitted the blunder of leaving open the window of my sleeping 
room, in consequence of which I drew into my ".",;telll a rheu­
matic fever. This, it is true, passed off on the 6th, the day of 
my departure, but left me somewhat debilitated the first (lay of 
our march. NIlw. God be praised, I am a.~aill completely re­
stored to health. To-morrow I go to :-<t..J ohn to give Iln]c,'s 

for the repairing of the boats. By this time I hope you have 
arrived at Qnebec without any ill luck, and I await your first 
letter with the greatest impatience. I shall hardly have the heart 
to open it, for fear that something has hapjlened to you or the 
children upon the journey. I f. however, I find by it that you 
and the children are well, then will I thank (:011 and have 
unspeakable joy. In that case, our separation will not last 
much louger, as I shall have you conveyed hither the very 
moment that things become somewhat more tranquil with us. 

Time fails me to make this letter longer. Farewell, and do 
not be uneasy. God will be your and my protector in every 

event that may befall U~. 



j)L\];Y Dl'nr:\(i THE \'OYAGE FRO~I PORTS­

~IUl'TlI TO QUEBEO. 

011 the 1Gth of "\I'rii, 17,T, as soon '" the man-of-war, the 
mOlHle, had ~iVCll the si~llal, we left Spithead, thirty sail strong, 
for :-it. Helena, where we were to await a man-of-war, named 
tlIe Porpoi:;e, that had been ordered to escort the convoy. We 
were all ,ea-,iek nearly the entire day, particnlarly when we 
had thrl>wlI over the anchor; for then I fonnd that the motion 
of the ship was much more unpleasant_ 

()ll the l'th. the wind loose, and on the 18th, at six o'clock 
in the morning, a second signal was given, and we weighed 
anchor tl> the sati:;faction of all sides. 

( )11 the 1Gth, we pa"cd Plymouth under a fine breeze. -'lost 
all were well, and my children and I were as pleasantly situated 
as if we had been at horne. The weather was so beautiful that 
We danced upon deck. Our music consisted of a capital fifer 
and t lIree drumDlers. 

On the ~()th, ~b(. 22d and 23d, we had contrary winds, 
storms, wry high swelling wa,cs. and bad weather generally; 
and, in addition, the Dlen were all sick_ I, alone, had no time 
to be so, for my seryants were nearly the sickest of all, and I 
was, therd;,rc, constantly called upon to wait on my three 
children. I believe there is nothing better for sea-sickness 
than to be ri"llt bnsy; for on the first day I was as sick as the 
uthers, but when I saw my children sick and without care, I 
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thought only of them, and found myself actually better, with a 
good appetite. In general, one docs nothing on board a ship 
but eat and drink. En·ry clay we had four, and oftentimes, 
five and six dishes, which were right well prepared. In the 
Dlorning, when I was up, I breakf'lsted in our cabin, washed 
and dressed the children, afterward myself, ahd then went up 
on deck. 'When I could, I worked; at two o'clock we ate 
dinner; drank tea at six o'clock; and at eight in the evening, 
I went down stairs and undressed the children. Then I had 
my supper, and at ten o'clock went to bed. ~Iy oldest daugh­
ter, .\ugusta, was pretty sick for two dap, but after that she 
was better than e\'er: both the others were only a little unwcll; 
and all three had a good appetite. 

On the 24th, we had beautiful, but \'ery cool weather, and 
the wind was too weak. 

On the 2;jth, we experienced a calm, and we remained nearly 
at the same place. The helm broke, but the captain, who knew 
well what to do in such emergencies, at once replaced it. 'Ve 
had then made only two hundred and fifty leagues since our 
departure. 

I know not whether it was the hope of ~o soon again secing 
my husband tbat gave me good spirits, but I found thc sea 
not so dreadful as Dlany had painted it to mc, and had not tbe 
least repentance for having undertaken the journey. I was 
consciou3 of fulfilling my duty, and was calm bccause I tl'll.-tc!l 
in God that he would bring me safely to my dear husband. I 
would gladly ha\'e sent back my servants, who, more uneasy 
and timid than I, were almost, if not entirely, w,e1c,-,- (II me. I 
pitied tbem; for they, of course, had not the same illtere,-t in 
the journey a~ I. who was expectiug to o\'crtake a beloved aud 
esteemed husband. The children felt \'ery differently from the 
servants; for when they also were down sick, to my qnc,-tion, 
whether they wished to persevere or go back, they answered, 
" Oh, we will cheerfully be sick, if we can only reach our papa!" 

On the 26th, we again bad a fair wind, and made some hearlway. 
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011 the ~ith, we had di\'ine worship, It was exceedingly 

ellil'yill~' t<l :<ee the entire ,hil"s crew kneel down, and observe 
the'li'ryel"'.\' with which they I'rayell. In the e\'!'ning, the 
willd shirkl!. aUll the ship "tac:~cred so dreadfully, that Illany 
\\'l're ac::aill attacked with fresh ,ea·,iekllc>'S, though not as badly 
,,:< at fir,!. I uften fell down; one of my daughters had a finger 

crushl'll by thl' swillgillg ronnd of a door, and the other hurt 
her chin, 

UII the ~Il <If -'lay, we had made six hundred and fifty leagnes, 
Fronl the :>11 to the (jth, we had contrary winds and storllls; 

amI on the -tt h, on account of the continned bad weather, no 
divine w"rship was held on board the ship, The Vl':;:;cl was so 
t<l"Ld about by a storm which we had on the night of the 5th, 
that we "<lulll U<lt cl<l,'e our eye,; amI I was fearful lest I should 

crush <l11e of Illy childrell, '" they all three slept with me, 
Little Frelleriea ne\'er went to IJell without praying for her 

father; aud U lilT , "fter one of thl'se prayers, she said to me, 
" I lOlli!' tn see Illy dear papa :<<'<In.'' I m;ked her what she would 

pray IfJ\' when :;11l' should be with her {'Ither ? " Then," said 
:;lll', I, I would pray t<l I; "d eve I')' Jay, that he never more would 
separate us," This affe'tcll me to tcan;. 

,\t la,t. ")'<lU tIll' 6th, toward n<llln. the wind changed, and 
during the ith we had a very :,;uuJ wind, alHlmade one hnndred 
and thirty 11"':';lIe, in twenty.four hours. All were deiighted, 
awl l'ai,] visits to the differcut ships. The ship, Henry, which 
had on buarLl one hundred and thirty.four of our troops, was 
:<1) polite as tu raise ih flag and call ont, "Long live the dear 

wife 1'1' our general, and the ,,'<loLl general himself ~" I cried, in 
my turn " L<lIJ.~ li\'e the <"utire ,hip!" and "lwwcd them my three 
children as the elwi"cst treasures I l'os:<c,""cLl. Thereupon they 
again :;hultt l'l.! , " lIulTah! hurrah!" 'fhe next moment they 
formed thcm:-ch'e" into a prayer-meeting and prayed, and sang 
hymns, :lIy whole heart wa, stirred within me. The man.of. 
war, Porpoise, came up close to us almost every day, to inquire 
after my state of health, and to know if they could help us in 
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any way. The captain of the ship was the very same who had 
carried my husband to Canada. 1\1y husbaud had pledg~d 
himself to get him promoted at the end of the voyage - for he 
was only a lieutenant - and upon his intercession he accord­
ingly was raised to the rank of captain. There was on board 
of this ship, a Captain Skin (governor of the province of 
Georgia), with his son, whose acquaintance I had mude in 
Portsmouth, at "hieh time they were so polite as to tender me 
an advance of two hundred guineas, ill caEe I should need 
money. It is true I did not have any occasion for such a loan, 
but I have none the less kept their kiudness in grateful re­
membrance. 

Upon the 8th, we fell in with a ship, which at first they took 
for an American. Although we had nothing to fear on that 
account, still I was a little anxious, as I did not particularly 
lGng to be present at a naval combat. A cable parted on board 
of the man-of-war, Blonde, and knocked four sailors into the 
sea. One of them was rescued, but the other three were 
drowned. 

On the 9th, we had come a thousand sea miles, estimatcd 
at a third part of our voyage. 

On the 10th and 11th, we had a good wind, and on the latter 
day we coiled up a knot every hour (i. e. a sea mile; thus 
called on account of the knots in the line with which they 
reckon the sea miles). There was divine service held this day, 
and a parade of all the soldiers. 

On the 12th, we had good weather, but the wind was not 

propitious for us. 
On the 13th, it was better; and on the 14th, changeable, 

and accompanied by such a thick fog, that it was necessary in 
the night to blow trumpets to warn off the other ships, that, 
otherwise, might have approached too neal' our own. 

On the 15th, it rained the whole day, and was very cold. 
Still, the wind remained good until noon, when it changed; 
and, from the 16th to the 21st, wc expericnced contrary winds, 
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accompanied by most disagreeable and cold weather. A still 
Worl'e ~ir~uu"t;!U~C, however, was, that the captain of the 
Blondc - oue of the mcu-of~war attached to our convoy - who 

ncver had been in this rc~iou, had run too far northcrly, thereby 
carryiug us back sowe five hundred sca wiles, and obliging us 
to wait for a north wind to take us to the banks of N ewfouud­

land. 
On the ~~,!. we had a full woon, and with it we received a 

good "in,!. which brightened every eOlllltcuallep. 
On the ~;;,l, the wind w,,, ehangeable ,,-c saw the banks, 

hut ('0111,1 not .P-t reaeh thew. I was reminded of the fox and 
the bunch of grapes in the Elhle, and cawe uear weepiug. 'Ve 
had nolV Jll'Cll fil'e weeks at sea, and had only wade sixteen 
hundred and "ixty wiles. Be,ides, it lVas so llli,;ty, that the 
men-of~war fired a call non every hour, to guard against the other 

"llip, losill;! themselves. 
One of the ships, called the Silver Eel, lost her main-mast, 

and in the night, with the Porpoise, separated frow us; a 
eirClllw'tallce that caused me SOUle uneasiness, as wy entire 
ba.~g;!!2'-' and Ill)" husband's wine and regimentals were on board 
of that ,hip. Xeither did these ,IIi]>., rejoin us until the 30th. 

On the ~.J,th, we had truly goud weather, but still a coutrary 
wind: it was so, ab", on the ~-tlt. 

Un the ~Iith, we were favorcd with a fail' wind, and anived 
without mishap on the banks of Xewfoundland. The ship's 
cook caught a hea,'y cod-fish, aud brought it to mc. The cap­
tain oj' om ,],ip, whu WaS an old and intimate friend of }Iadame 
Foy and took it ill that he had ""t giycn it to her, snatched it 
out. uf' his hands. and threw it a.~aill intn the sca. I, however, 
gare the ~o",] lllan a guinea for hi, kind intention. '" e caught 
not]lin.~ morc the whole clay. bllt I had my triumph when, soon 
after, the captain of the Porpoise sent me fuur cod-fish, bound 

on a board, to which S"llIe one had fastened a string- for safety, 
in Casc our captain should a;!'lill throw them overboard! I 
treated the entire ship':.; crcw to thew, as if nothing had previ-
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ously occurred, upon which the captain, at least, seemed ashamed 
of the rudeness with which he had treated me. 

The above mentioned incident, was not the only unpleasant­
ness which Madame Foy occasioned me. I had mnch more 
reason to regret that I took her with me; for her sister, who 
was again with her, did not conduct herself in the best manner, 
and was, besides, very willful; anu Madame Fuy's old intimacy 
with the captain of our ship, of which I have before spoken, 
was the reason of her not daring to refuse him those liberties 
to which he hau formerly been accustomcu. .\nother thing 
which rendored it unpleasant was, that her chambermaid, a most 
beantifnl creature, had accompanied her on this journey solely 
for the sake of leal'iug a country where she wa., alreauy too 
much known, and of finding among the sailors snch liccntious 
friends as she was best pleaseu with. ()ue day it happened 
that the captain's wine store was stolen, and my poor j;iger, 
Rockel, was accused of it. I felt deeply for this honest man. 
Fortunately, however, it chanced that one night as ~Iademoi­
selle Nancy (this was the name of' the above mentioned 
chambermaid) was just on the point of mousing the wine, the 
ship gave a sudden lurch, and threw her down with two bottles 
in her hand, Cpon this, she gave a loud scream, which brought 
everyone to her on the run, and her theft was Lli'CI)voreLl. 
She justified herself on the ground, that the chief of the sol­
diers had bidden her to procnre him wine. This man was an 
old tippler, who often passed the night with her in my fore­
chamber, especially on Saturday, when it was the ship's 
fashion to spend the evening in drinking the health of wives 
and sweethearts. Fortunately, I had made friends with the 
lieuteuant, the old under officers, and the helmsman, by sharing 
my meal with their wives and children. These persons, there­
fore, came to me one night when the maid and her lovcr were 
conducting themselves very wantonly, and assured me that 
they pitied me, but that they had risen quickly, and if these 
dissolute people had come too near me, they would have been 

10 
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able to come at once to my assistance. They promised me, 
also, that they would stand guard over this place every Saturday. 
Th:s courtesy composed me much at the time, and, subsequently, 
greatly assisted me in preserving calmness. 

The 27th, 28th, and 29th, we had good wind and beautiful 
weather. The ship, Blonde, caught one hundred fish. A large 
portion of them were cod-fish, some of which weighed fifty 
pounds, and were very fine. They were hung around the ship 
by their mouths, their entrails taken out, and the sockets of 
the eyes filled with salt: in this way they were nicely preserved 
for a long time. 

On the 30th, we had the most beautiful weather in the 
world, but a calm. It was a magnificent sight to see some 
thirty ships upon the open sea, which was as clear as a mirror. 
By this time, we had passed the Great Bank, and had made in 
all, twenty-one hundred and twenty-one leagues - over two­
thirds of our journey. lYe saw a large number of whales very 
close to our ship, among which were several young ones, thirty­
five to forty feet in length. 

On the :11 st, we had the satisfaction of seeing the first land, 
which i~ called Chapeau Rouge. My heart beat for joy. In 
the afternoou we passed the island St. Pierre. 

The 1st of June, the weather was railJY, but the wind fair. 
On the :2d, we had, first, a calm, then a good wind, and 

passed tbe island St. Paul, and Cape Breton. 
On the 3d, we came into the gulf of St. J~awrence, and saw the 

Port islands, which are great cliffs. It was the birthday of my 
husband, and my heart was filled with a mixture of joy and 
sadness, and with a longing to ~ee him soon, after all the delays, 
to hold him in my arms, and to deliver over to him our deal' 
children. 

On the 4th, we entered the river 8t Lawrence, and saw 
mountains upon the left hand Wernet a large number of 
ships that were on their way back to Enrope; but the wind was 
so strong that we could not speak with t.hem. Many on board of 
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our vessel said that they saw soldiers upon them. This caused 
me inexpressible pain until our arrival; for the thought of 
coming into a strange land, which my husband had, perhaps, just 
left on his way back to Europe, was to me dreadful. 

On the 5th, we passed iu the uight the islaud of Anticosti 
On the 6th, we actually saw land and mountains, and, by this 

time, had placed at our backs tW'l thousand seven hundred and 
sixty leagues. ~Iy impatience increased with every day, aud I 
sought to drive it away by work. I had already, during the 
voyage, embroidered a double night-cap for Illy husband, two 
purses, and seven caps for myself and the children, aud had 
made in addition, many other little things. 

On the 7th, we had a contrary wind; but on the 8th, it was 
good, and we had only to make a hundred and sixty leagues 
before reaching Quebec. 

On the 9th, we were becalmed, and anchored at the island 
Pot de Brande. 

On the 10th, at four o'clock in the morning, the anchor was 
weighed; and we were now safely over all the dangerous places. 
It is a ravishing sight to sec both sides of the shore at this 
place -- the houses, the great cataract at Montmorency, and 
then Quebec, which we came in sight of at ten o'clock, on the 
morning of the 11th. The throbbing heart-joy, which the first 
sight of this ardently wished for termination of our journey 
gave me, made all my limbs tremble. Quebec, upon first coming 
into view, appeared quite handscme, und, surveying the whole 
prospect, I recalled the beautiflll description which Emilie 
Montague has given of it in her letters, alld which I fuulld 
very accurate.* The city of Quebec itself, however, is as dirty 

* Madame de Riedesel means Mrs. Brookes's Emily JrolillfljlJt. The author of the 
Travels through the Interior Part oj America, in a Series oj LI,tters (Lieutenant 
Anburey) who had reached Quebec but a few months before Mndamc de Riec1e~el, 
thought, that, in consequence of the devastations occasioned during the last siege, 
Quebec" would by no means answer the beautiful description given by the elegant 
writer, Mrs. Brookes, in her Emily Montague, Vol. I, p. 1.,)O."- ... Yutt' (!/ tlte trans­
lator, in tit. translation of 1827. 
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as possible, and very incommodious, for one is obliged to ascend 
a great mountain in going throngh the streets. There are, also, 
few handsome honses, but the inhabitants are polite people. 
While we were anchoring, an incident occurred that gave me great 
satisfaction. Onr ship's (laptain, who was a good man in other 
respects, but who had been seduced, throngh his relations with 
Madame Foy into behaving rudely toward me, came and begged 
my forgiveness, at the same time pmying for my intercession 
to prevent the impressment of his sailors. It was the practice 
to examine every ship on its arrival, to see how many sailors it 
possessed; and if it was thought that there were too many on 
board, a portion of them were taken away to the king's ships. 
I used my solicitations for him, and was so fortunate as to have 
them granted. 

When it was known in Quebec that I was nearing the city, I 
was saluted with cauuon by all the ships in the harbor; and 
at twelve o'clock, noon, we saw a boat approaching us, contain­
ing twelve· sailors dressed in white, and wearing silver helmets 
and green sashes. These seamen had been sent to fetch me 
from the ship, alld they brought me a letter from my husband, 
in which he wrote that he had been obliged to set out for the 
army. This news greatly grieved and frightened ine, but I 
resolved, at the same time, to follow him, even if I should be 
with him only for a few days. I seated myself, with my entire 
family, in the boat, iu which I begged permission to take also 
Madame Foy and her sister. This request was granted; and I 
thus had the satisfactiou of making them ashamed of the trouble 
they had occasioned me. At last we safely lauded after much 
yearning desire and an eight weeks' voyage, at about one o'clock 
in the afternoon. Wheu we reached land, I found a little 
carryall with one horse. This was the equipage of i\lrs. General 
Carleton, which was sent with an earnest invitation to come 
and dine with her, and also to lodge at her house. I accepted 
the first, only, as I wished to follow my husband at once. At 
the General's, I was received by all with friendship. Indeed they 
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did not seem to know how they Hhould sufficiently express their 
joy at my arrival, which they assured me would make Illy hus­
band very happy. Mrs. General Carleton, upon hearing of the 
fleet's arrival, and of my being with it, had been so thonghtful 
as to send off immediately a courier to her consort, to apprize 
him of my arrival, in order that he might rejoice my husband 
with the news. The ladies were astonished at seeing me dressed 
like an English woman; for having seen our soldiers' wi~es * 
arrive dressed in waist-coats, short cloaks, and round caps 
with flebbe; t they supposed that thi, was the Germau custom. 
The Canadian fashion for a woman's dress is a very long cloak 
of scarlet cloth. The rich wear them of' silk, and without this 
garment they never go out. The latter wear in addition, a 
kind of worsted cap with great colored loops of ribbon, which, 
by the way, distinguishes the nobility from the other classes. 
Indeed, the nobility pride themselves so much upon this head­
dress, that they could tear it from any native woman of plebeian 
rank, who should dare to adorn herself with it. The large 
cloaks often conceal very bad and dirty clothes. They wear, 
also, in addition, an under-petticoat, and jackets with long 
sleeves; and when they go out., they wear upon their heads 
large capes which cover the whole head and face, and in winter 
are wadded with feathers. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon, we sat down to table at }Irs. 
General Carleton's. 

* The number of wi\'('~ of Brunswick soldiers that accompanied their husbands 
to America, was seventy-seven. 

t A kind of worsted or cloth ornament, coming down from each ~ide of the cap 
oyer the car~, very similar to the dogs' cars of the school· boys' c-ups in winter at 
the present day_ 



EXTHACT FHOM A LETTEH O}I' GENERAL 

RIEDESEL TO HIS WIFE. 

ST. JOHN, June 13th, 1777. 

You are welcome, my dear augel, to the Canadian continent! 
I had just seated myself at table with the other generals, at 
General Phillips's, when the courier arrived with the delightful 
intelligence, that the fleet from P0rtsmouth was already at the 
Isle de Bee, within sight of Queb~c; and that they already 
had the news, that you with the three children, were on board, 
safe and well. You must, therefore, without doubt, have 
arrived in Quebec the same evening that the letter was written. 

The whole company expressed a common joy at the intelli· 
gence, and drank deeply to your auspicious arrival. The share 
which they all took in my good fortune gave me additional 
pleasure. I only wished that you had arrived eight days sooner, 
as I then would have had the happiness of seeing you; for I 
had intended, in case I heard of your arrival before passing 
down the river St. Lawrence, to return, and see and embrace 
you. Now, however, it is too late, as I.cannot go back. Mean­
while, dear wife, let us have patience; our separation shall not 
last long, only, indeed, until you cau join me with somewhat of 
secnrity, tranquility and comfort. As our correspondence can 
now be conducted with regularity, I beg you to keep for me a 
kind of diary of what you and the children do daily; and in 
order that ~e may each know what the other does, I herewith 
begin mine. 

At eight o'clock in the morning of June 5th, I left Three 
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Rivers; * took dinner at Riviere de Loup, at the parsonage; 
and slept at JIa",inonge, where I arrived very tired. On the 
6th, I went to Berthieux, where I dined at noon. In the after· 
noon, I was ferried over the river i"t. Lawrence in a ('(Inn/ 

"'ecoTee (a boat made after the fashion of this country, of the 
bark of a tree), and took up my_ quarters for the night at the 
parsonage in ~orc\. 

On the 7th, I set out about six o'clock in the morning, and 
at noon, dined at St. Denis with Lieutenant Colonel Specht, of 
our troops, and arrivcd in the evening at Chambly. 

On the 8th, both the battalions, Berner and Breyman, 
marched to St. John, and two others came in their place. "I'y 
equipage was not able to follow me so quickly, a circumstance 
that made me feel rather forlorn, as I had nothing to eat or 
drink. It finally arrived in the evening. The t.ransportation 
of the troops over the river St. Lawrence f!;"VC me considerable 
annoyance; but, at length, it was all happily accomplished. 

On the 10th, I entertained General Phillips at Illy quarters; 
and on the 11th, General Burgoyne breakfasted with me. At 
noon of the same cby, I set out from Chambly for St. John, 
and on the way, dined at St. Therese with Colonel }Iac·kenzie. 

On the 11th, I dined at noon, with General Phillips, in com­
pany with Generals Carleton and Burgoyne, and then it was 
that I was made so happy by learning of your arrival. I 
therefore hope now soon to learn, thl'Ull.~h a letter from you, of 
every thing that occurred to you and yours, during the journey. 
To-day, or early to-morrow moruing, I set out for Crown Point. 
You shall hear from me as often as I can snatch a moment for 
writing. 

* The amollnt of tenitory occupied n~ winter-quarters by the German troops, 
was, as is seen in a former note, much too large for the number of troops. Tho~e 

of the Brunswickers - only 2.2.';;;2 in all- occupied a front of no 1(' . ..;:-' than thirty­
three German miles. Three l{in"r". which ""a,, the head-quarters of the German 
troops during their winfl'l" cantonment, was the smallc::;t of the three principal 
Canadian towns, and counted at this time about two hundred and fifty houses, 
with twel"e hundred inhabitants. The chief building~ ·werc. a convcnt of the 
Augustine friars, and an EngliHh barracks, capable of holding five hundred men. 
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Farewell! Hug our three dear children right heartily for me. 
I hope your muney has not given out. At Quebec, you can' 
obtain on my credit as much as you may wish; and at Three 
Rivers, you will fiud the paymaster of our army, Gi:idecke, who 
will give you as much money as you may need. Once more, my 
love, farewell! God escorts us as he has done hitherto. Write 
me soou, and rest assured that I shall remain wholly your own for 
all time.* 

'" This letter was not received by l\Irs. Riedesel at the time, as she had again set 
out from Quebec, that she might overtake her husband as quickly as possible. 



CONTil~UATlOX OF ~ms. GENERAL 

RIEDESEL'f' DIARY. 

The same Captain Pownel, who, as r have already mentioned, 
hronght my husband to Canada, tendered his services (0 briug 
me by water to Point de Tremble; and a iIlr" .Jull!l.>lIn offered, 
also, to accompany me. About six o'clock in the cYclling of 
the 11th of ,Tune (the same day that r arriycd in Quebec), we 
embarked on board one of the mcn·of-war's boats; and at mid­
night arrived at a place seven Enr;li>h miles from Quebec, 
haying had with us all the way, the lllil'! beautiful mooulight, 
and a splendid band of music. r put my children to bed; and 
the rest of us sat up and drank tea together. 

On the 1:2th, at half past two o"<·llIek in the 1l10l'llin,~', we agaiu' 
set out in three calashes, which are a kind of li;,:ht chaise or carry­
all, very small and uncomfortable, but Ycry f"t, r could not 
bring my heart to trust a single one of my children to my 
women servants; and as our calashes were open and very small, 
r bound my second daughter, Frederica, j,,,,t, in one corner; 
took the youngest, little Caroline, on my lap; while my oldest, 
Gustava, as the most discreet, sat between my feet on my purse. 
r knew that if r wonld reach my husband r had no time to 
lose, as he was constantly on the march, r therefore promised 
a reward to the servants if they would drive me f"t. and con­
sequently we always went as quickly as the ychicles and horses 
would allow. The Canadians are cYCrlastinr;ly talking to their 
horses, and giving them all kinds of names, Thus, when they 
were not either lashing their horses or singing, they cried, 

11 
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"Allolls man Prince! Pow' mon General!" Oftener, how­
ever, they said, " Fi, dOllC, 11Iadame !" I thought that this last 
was dcsigned for me, and asked, " Ptait-it.?" " Oh," replied the 
driver," cc II'csl 'lilt man cheval, I" l'"tite coqnine!" (" It is only 
the little jade, my horse! ") At every place throngh which I 
passed, the peasants greeted me, and cried, " Voilet la femme 
ric 11 ot J'{' ella general !"-treating me, at the same time, with 
great affection. Especially was I rejoiced to see my husband 
so belo'\"ed on every hand, and to have them all say to me, " 01£ 
'1'" it scr(( ('onlenl! CumiJ'-"1I il (/ parle ric vall,.! Oh, qu'il VallS 
aime !" (" Oh, how delighted he will be! How often he, has 
talked about you! Oh, how he loves you!"), In the after­
nOOn I callle to Berthieux, where I was assured that no calash 
was to be had, and that I would be obliged to make use of a 
boat, or rather, a very light canoe, made of the bark of a tree. 
I begged and implored, and offered money upon money for a 
calash; for it was horrible weather, and I had to pass the three 
l'ivers, which cross each other, and lead to the village of Three 
Rivers, But it was all of no avail, since they pretended to 
call sider these ferries as a regular post route, and wished to 
make Illoney out of an ignorant foreigner, There remained, 
therefore, nothing farther for me to do than to embark. Seated 
on the bottom "f t,he canoe in oue corner, I had my three 
children upon Illy lap, while Illy tbree servants sat on the other 
,i,Ie. We wcre obliged, at considerable trouble, to preserve 
our exact ec[uilibrium, the necessity of' which, however, I did 
not learn frolll our boatman, until we were overtaken by a severe 
hail storm; whereupon my daughter, little Frederica, became 
alarmed, screumed, and wanted to jump up Then it was that 
the boatman told me that the canoe would be overturned by 
even the slightest movement. I was obliged, therefore, to hold 
her \'Cry firmly, and not mind her cries; and in this manner, 
we finally arrived the same evening at Three Rivers in safety, 
where our officers clapped their hands over their heads for joy; 
and L hy this manifestation, fir~t learned the danger which I had 
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risked. Two gentlemen, while engaged in fishing, had been over­
taken by a storm, which npset their canoe, and they both were 
drowned. I thanked God tlwt I had accomplished the passage m 
snccessfully, and yet it was not 1'Ic;1,-illg to me to know of my dan­
ger, for this very knowledge, ever afterward, rendered me timid 
in crossing the smallest river, even in the most beautiful weather. 

The grand vicar had no sooner heard of my arrival, than he 
at once called upon me. He had conceiyed a great affection 
for my husband, who had spent the entire winter in this town, 
and he increased still more my eagerness to follow him as soon 
as possible, by all that he related of his tender love and appre­
hension for us, and his solicitude on aceouut of anI' journey. 
He said that my husbaud had becn sick, which he felt assured, 
had been caused by his distress at having been obliged to set 
out without seeing us; especially as he had been thrown into 
great anguish of mind by constant, though happily, falBe reports. 
For example, he had heard that a lady, who had cmbarked with 
three children, had gone down with thc ship; and again, that 
I had actually sailed, bnt had become so frightened as to have 
l'epented of my resolntion, and eauscd myself to be sct ashore. 
I was, therefore, more strongly than ever fixed in my dctcrnli­
nation to hasten my journey in every possible way; and I 
immediately sent ahead an express to my hnsband, apprizing 
him of our coming. As the horrible weather still continned, 
the grand vicar had the kindness to offer me a coyercd calash, 
which I accepted, and departed in it the following morning at 
six o'clock. This yehicle went so rapidly, that I could scarcely 
recover my breath, and in addition to which I was so jolted 
about (as I was constantly obliged to hold my children), that I 
was completely beaten to pieces. I was, therefurc, obliged at 
every post station, to stretch out my arms and walk around a little, 
to render my joints more limber. In going to ('halll],l.\". where it 
was possible that my hUHband still was, I had to choose one of two 
roads. I took the one throngh lIIontreal, where I arrived on the 
evening of the 13th; passed the night there; and set out the next 
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morning very early, that I might see my husband as soon as 
possible. I reached Chambly on the 13th, and immediately 
caught sight of a group of officers, and our coachman, whom my 
husband had left there. I at once ran to him and asked where 
my husband was? "He has driven over to Berthieux," he 
replied, "to meet you" (Berthieux was fifteen English miles 
off!) Then I saw that I had chosen the wrong road, and had 
consequently missed him. Upon this, General Carleton, who 
was among the above mentioned party of officers, came up, 
and assured me that Illy husband would be back at the latest 
on the following day. He, tllereupon, took his departure and 
went back to Quebec, after having delivered over the command 
of the troops to General Burgoyne. An adjutant of my hus­
band remained with me, and I awaited the following day - the 
15th of June - with impatience. My children and my faithful 
Rockel kept a constant watch on the high road, that they might 
bring me news of Illy husband's arrival. Finally, a calash was 
descried having a Canadian in it. I saw from a distance the 
cabeh stop still, the Canadian get out, ·come nearer, and fold 
the children in his arms. It was my husband! As he still 
had the fever, he was clothed (although it was summer) in a 
'sort of cassock of woolen cloth bordered with ribbons, and to 
which was attached a variegated fringe of blue and red, after 
the Canadian fashion of the country. My joy was beyond all 
description, but the sick and feeble appearance of my husband 
terrified me, and a little disheartened me. I found both my 
oldest daughters in tears - Gustava for joy at again seeing her 
father, and little Frederica because she saw him in this plight. 
For this reason she would not go to him at all, but said, "No, 
no! this is a nasty papa; my papa is pretty! " This conduct 
arose from the fact, that I had often shown her the picture of 
her father, and had, at those times, said that he had handsome 
clothes. She was, therefore, not prepared for him in this 
costume. The very moment, however, that he threw off his 
Canadian coat, she tenderly embraced him. 
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My husband informed me, that as he was on his way to meet 
us, he had, iu order to rest himself a little, taken dinner with 
Colonel Anstruther, and had then learned, that a woman had 
just arrived from Berthieux. He at once had her brought in, 
and asked her whether there was any news at that place? 
"Nothing more," she replied, "than that a German woman 
with three children had arrived, who, they say, is the wife of a 
German general." "How many children did you say?" quickly 
asked my husband. "Three," answered she. After this last 
answer, he did not desire to know more, particularly as he had 
been made happy by learning that all of his three children 
lived, alld had arrived; for he had heard not 11 i Il.e; from us the 
whole winter, as our ships wcre the first ones which had arrived 
this year. 

We remained with each other two happy days. I wished 
very much to follow my husband, bnt he would not agree to it. 
I was thereforc forced, tu my great sorrow, to go JJ"ck to Three 
}tinrs, where I suffered yet more upon witlles!'illg the departure 
of the troops against the enemy, while I, with my children, was 
obliged, alone and deserted, to return and live in a strallgc 
land among unknown people. Sorrowful and \'Cry much cast 
down I traveled back. 'Yhat a difference betweell this journcy 
and that which I had made a little while before! This time I 
did not move so quickly; for at cvery post station, which re­
moved me further from him I loyed, my heart wus toru open 
afresh. 

As we were passing through a wood, I saw, all at once, some­
thing like a cloud rise up before our w"gon. ,,- e were at first 
frightened, until we discovered that it was a flock of wild 
pigeons, which they call here IOllrll'cs (turtle duves), and which 
are found in sneh numbers, that the Canadian livl'S on them for 
more than six weeks at a time. He goes to one of these pigeon 
hunts with a gun loaded with the smallest shot; and when he 
comes iu sight of them he makes a noise. They then fly up, 
and he fires ir:to the midst of them, generally with considerahle 
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luck; for sometimes he wounds two or three hundred, which 
are afterward beaten to death with sticks. The Canadians sell 
part of the birds, and eat the rest, making of them either soups 
or an excellent tasting fricassee, with cream and garlic. At this 
time of tbe year one eats them every where, and generally meets 
with kindness from the inhabitants of the country, who, for the 
most part, live in good houses having large rooms and nice bed 
curtains. Every house has a spacions entrance hall, and, at 
least, three or four apartments. When a Canadian marries off 
his daughter, he asks his son-in-law whether he intends residing 
near him; and should his answcr be in the affirmative, he builds 
him a hou,e and stable not far from his own dwelling; while, 
at the same time, the sUlTounding land is rendered productive. 
In this way, both the cultivation and the population of the country 
are greatly increased. 1'he houses are painted white, giving 
them a most beautiful look, e8pecially if seen in passing through 
the St. Lawrence, for then their appearance, in the di8tance, is 
even more splendid. Each dwelling has a little fruit garden; 
and at evening, the herds returning homeward present a most 
charming sight. Every where throughout this country, the 
cows, as well as swine, are driven into the woods, and return at 
a given time to be milked. But they do not neglect to furnish the 
cattle on their return with plenty of fodder; otherwise they would 
remain in the woods. It often happens that a sow big with young, 
and on the point of bringing forth, remains away until her deli­
very is accomplished, and then returns with all her sucking pigs. 
If' they were confined in pens as in Germany, they would die 
miserably. They are very quarrelsome, and appear to be a kind 
of mixture of wild and tame swine. 

I came back to Three Rivers very sad and full of anxiety. 
:.IIy invariable society was the grand-vicar, and his so called 
cousm. ,b such, at least, ~he had been introduced to me by 
my husband. She was good humored and conversed pleasantly. 
He had the same qualities, and was a man of intellect. I 
leal'Ded afterward, that everyone of these gentlemen had the 



OF .lIlIS. GENERAL RIEDESEL. 87 

same kind of cousins residing with them, who acted as their 
housekeepers; b·.It who, in order to avoid ,",canJal, were forced 
almost every year to absent themselves for a little while, on 
account of a certain callSC. 

Besides these aCII"aintallccs, I had, also, the convent of 
C roilinc:;, or the Si"ters of j)Iercy, whose sole occupatiou is 
to nurse the sick; for which purpose there is a hospital adjoin­
ing the establishment. 1'1'''n yi:;iting it for the first time, as I 
was passing by the door leading into the Inyali,j,;' Hall, a man 
caught sight of me, and, throwing himself at my feet besought 
me, exclaiming-" Become my deliyerer! ('all,e me to be 
killed, that I may retUl'n to Germauy!" They told me that he 
was mad. I gave him '"lllethill!,!', and got away as soon as 
possible. 

I found among the nuns :icycral very lovely persons, with 
whom I spent many pleasant days They had loved my hus­
band very much; and I learned that he had often sent them 
wine and roast meat. Taking the hint from him I did the 
same, and even more; for I ordered my dinner to be brought 
into the convent, and eat with them. The company, and per­
haps the wine, but more than all, the wish to ,1iH,rt me, ofteu 
enlivened them so much, that they would dress themseh'es up 
and dance a kind of Cossack dance, dressing me up at the same 
time like the nuus. A )'lIlln." novice, who had conceived an affec­
tion especially for me, traced such a likenc"" j,dll'('('11 the hilly 
virgin and myself, dreEscd in nun's apparel, that she bc,""~ht 
me to become a nun on the spot. "Right willi";.::ly," I rcpli(,ll. 
" if you will make my husband the prior, so that he can liye 
with us." She was so inexperienced that she belicycd this was 
possible. She left us, and shortly afterward we found her 
kneeling before a crucifix, and thanking (: nd for my eom'ersion .. 
Soon after I had my children brought in. Little (h"taYa began 
to weep. as soon as she saW me in this costume, and saill. .. Dear 
mama! do not become a nun I beg you ~" In order to (luiet 
my children, I was obliged to take off my nun's apparel quickly. 
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In this convent there was also a seminary for yonng ladies, who 
were taught all kinds of work. The nuns sing exquisitely; and 
as they sing in the choir behind curtains, one might readily 
imagine it to be the song of angels. 

)Iy household occupations consistcd chiefly in taking care of 
my children, some feminine work, and a little book reading. 
The' officers who had been left behind at Three Rivers were not 
amiable. Among them was an ill-bred paymaster general, 
whose rude behavior toward me often roused my indignation, 
and redoubled my uneasiness. As I waited for an opportunity 
tJ pay fi)r my passage to Captain Arbuthnot, whom I daily 
expected fl'Om )Iontreal,* I presented the paymaster with an 
order from my hnsband to pay me a hnndred and fifty pounds 
sterling. He refnsed to honor it. I asked him if my husband 
was in his debt for any amount? "No," said he, "he has, on the 
contrary, a considerable balance yet in his favor;" bnt as my 
husband was in danger and might any day be killed, he thought 
it advisable to act with del iberation. I was exceedingly pro­
voked at this conduct, and told him that I was too much vexed 
ever again to apply to him; but I knew that if I should have 
the misfortune to lose my husband, there would still be coming 
to me a quarter of his yearly allowance, which amounted to 
considerable more than the sum for which I had asked him. 
<. Yes, that is so," sneeringly rejoined he, "but how about the 
passage back?" "That," replied I, "Heaven will take care 
of;" and I never again allowed myself to speak with him on 
the subject, but went to an English paymaster, who gave me 
not only the sum asked for, but in addition, offered to give me 
in futnre as much as I wished. I reported the whole affair to 
my husband, who thereupon became very angry, wrote him a 
letter couched in very strong language, and gave him a most 
imperatiye injunction to pay me just as much as I wanted. He 
now became more courteons; and I had the luek to advance so 

* In Montreal they buy fur·skins very cheap, to sell again in England at a beavy 
advance -8 business that pays well.- Note Of Mrs. Riedesel in the original. 
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far into his good graces, that after his death letters were found 
among his effects from his wife, in which she wrote him, " You 
write me so many beautiful things about the genera!":; wife, 
that you make me quite jcalo"" ~" Foul' Far.~ afterward, I 
had the satisfaction of sending him, during hi, last sickness, all 
kinds of nice things for his comfort, at which time he sent for me 
to beg my forgiveness for having tl'eated me so badly. The 
speeches of this man, and the various alarmin~ reports that 
came Jaily, cast me down exceedingly and embittered my life; 
especially as my husband's letters often miscarried; for al­
thongh he wro:e me continually, yet when they finally reached 
me, they were old. It is certaiu that we are morc apprehensive 
of danger befalling those we loye, if they are a]JOclIt, than if 
they were lIear ns. I therefore wrote and urg",1 and implored 
my hnsband to allow me to come to him. I tuld him I haJ 
snffieicnt health and pluck to undertake it, and that no matter 
what happened he would neyer hear me murmur, but, on the 
contrary, I hoped tu make mysclf very usefi.ll to him on many 
uccaSi!)II:;. He an'll'crcdme that as soon as it was l",s';lble for 
womcn to follow the army, I should certainly be SClit for. .\ 
little while after he wrote me that my wish would nolV soon be 
fulfilled; aud just as I, in full anticipation, haJ ;!ot m'y:'lclf 
ready for the journcy, Captain Willo" came to "'C'or( me. Onc 
can easily imagine how warmly he was WdC"'lll'll by me. 

Two days after his arrival we ,ct out. .\ boat whil·h be­
longed to my hu,b:tllll and another one brought us to Three 
Rivers. The troo\,s on board of the first boat were t'lllUllHlllded 
by tlte good sergeant, BUrich, wh" ,!tuwed me every po~sible 
attentiun, and who, since thi" tillie, has alway" kept an eye 
UPOIl our bag,!.! a ,!.! c. ~i.~ . .dlt overtook us, and \H~ fuund our.":-l'lvl's 
obliged tn land upon an islaud. The other buat, which was 
marc heavily laden, and was not :;0 wellmunned. hac! not lwcn 
able to keep up with ns. We !tad, l'onocllUl'ntly, neither beJs 
nor candles; and that "hieh wao the lllost distressing was, that 
we had nothing more to eat, for we had take!: with us upon the 

l~ 
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boat, only enough to last us (as we supposed) during the day. 
Besides, we found upon this island nothing but the four bare 
walls of a deserted and unfinished house, which was filled with 
bushes that served as a couch for the night. I covered them 
with our cloaks, making use, also, of the cushions of the boats; 
and in this way we had a right good Rleep. 

I could not induce Captain Willoe to come into the hut. I 
saw that he was very much troubled about somethiug, but could 
not at all make out the cause of it. Meanwhile, I observed a 
soldier set a pot upon the fire. I asked him what he had in it? 
"Potatoes, which I have brought with me," he replied. I 
looked wistfully at them, but he had so few, that I thought it 
cruel to rob him of them, especially as he seemed so happy in 
their possession. Finally, however, my intense desire to give 
some to my children triumphed over my modesty, and I there­
fore begged, and obtained half, which, at the most, might have 
been a dozen. At the same time, he handed me out of his 
pocket, two or three small ends of candles, which gave me great 
joy, as the children were afraid to remain in the dark. I gave 
him for the whole, a thaler, which made him as happy as my­
self. In the meantime, I heard Captain Willoe give an order 
for a fire to be kindled around our building, and for his men 
to go the rounds the whole night. I heard, also, during the 
entire night considerable commotiou outside, which hindered 
me a little from sleeping. The following morning as I was at 
breakfast, which I had spread upon a stone, that served us for 
a table, I asked the captain, who was eating with me, and who, 
by the way, had slept in the boat, what was the cause of the 
noises? He then acknowledged that we had been in great 
danger, from the fact that this island was L'Isle a Sonnettes 
(Rattlesnake island), so uamed on account of many rattlesnakes 
being found upon it; that he had uot known of it until too .late ; 
and that when he did become aware of it, he was very much 
frightened, but still had not dared to sail further in the night 
on account of the storm. There had been, therefore, nothing 
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left for him to do, but to build a great fire and make considera­
ble noise, hoping in this way to frighten the ~nakes and keep 
them off. His knowledge of our danger, however, had kept 
him from sleeping a wink the whole night. Upon hearing this, 
I was very much terrified, aud remarked to him, that we had 
immeasurably increased our danger by lying down upon the 
bushes, in which the snakes like to hide. He acknowledged 
that I was right, and said that if he had known at the time 
where we were, he would have had all the bushes taken away, 
or else would have begged us rather to remaiu iu the boat. lIe 
had first learned the fact, however, from the people in our other 
boat, which had overtaken us later iu the evening. In the 
morning we found on every side the skins and slime of these 
nasty creatures, and accordingly, made haste to finish our break­
fast. After our morning meal, we were ferried over lake 
Champlain, and came at noon to Fort John, where we were 
received by the commander with kindness and much courtesy. 
'I.'hu8 it was everywhere; so much was my husband loved, both 
by the English and by the inhabitants of the country. Here 
we again took our boats in order to reach a cutter, upon which 
we came to 'Volf's island, where we remained thc entire night 
on board the ship. During the night we had a thunder-storm, 
which appeared to us the more terrible, as it seemed as if we 
were lying in the bottom of a caldron surrounded by mountains 
and great trees. The following day we passed Ticonderoga, 
and about noon arrived at Fort George, where we dined with 
Colonel Anstruther, an exceedingly good and amiable man, who 
cOlllmanded the 62d regiment. In the afternoon we seated 
ourselves in a calash, and reac~ed Fort Edward on the same 
day, which 'I'll" the 14th of August. My husband had actually 
left this place the day before with the further advance of the 
army; but as soon as he heard of our arrival, he returned on 
the 15th, and remaincd with us until the 16th. On that day 
he was obliged, to my great sorrow, to rejoin the army. But 
immediately after the unlucky affair at Bennington, I had the 
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joy of seeing him again with us on the 18th, and spending with 
him three happy weeks in the greatest tranquility. A few days 
after illY arrival, news came that we were cut off from Canada. 
If, ther~fore, I had not taken ach-antage of this fortunate oppor­
tunity, I would have beeu obliged to remain behind in Canada, 
three long years without my husband. The sole circumstance, 
which led to this - as it proved for us - fortunate determina­
tion, was as follo\\'s: Upon the arrival of milady Ackland at 
the army, General Burgoyne said to my husband, "General, 
you shall have your your wife here also!" Whereupon he im­
mediately dispatched Captain Willoe for me. 1Ve led, during 
these three weeh, a very pleasant life. The ~urrounding conn try 
was maguificent; allli wc wcrc encircled by the encampments 
of the English and (: erman troops. We lived in a building 
called thc Hed Housc.* I had only one room for my husband, 
myself and my children, in which my husband also slept, and 
had besides all his writing materials. }Iy women servants slept 
in a kind of hall. When it was beantifnl weather we took onr 
meals under the trees, but if not, in a barn, upon boards, which 
were laid upon eash and served as a table. It was at this place 

*''' The Red lIoul"l', or Bun:oYlll'"S head-quarTer!';, wa:o: built before the revolution­
ary war, by Doctor Jam('~ ~myth. who fled to CfIlHl.da, but, subsequently, 601d the 
Hed IIou~e to Captnin Ezekiel Baldwin, who occupied it as a ta,'c1'o until he huilt and 
removed to the tnvem owned, subsequently, by:Major Sprotl. The Red HOll8C 

stood on an open, unfenced ~pace. I recollect having seen it in that condition. 
"~hcn it w:t:-- taken down I do not know j but two ycar:-: ago, I found its chimney 
fmmdation, on'r wt~it'h a new "trl'l't lUl~ ~ince been opened. '.rIle fort of 1700 was 
on the Red HOll!"C t:'ite, where Colonel Lydius, after having heeD expelled from 
MontreaL built a kind of blOCk-house residence, which the French caUed Fort 
Lydius, and lmrned in li45. On it~ fonndation, Doctor Smyth erected the Red 
Housc, which, after Smyth left for Canada, wus occupied by Peter Treal, a tory."­
L(fll rfrOJII the Hon .. Judge Hay, Of Saratoga Springs (long a resident Of Glens Falls 
and Pu}'! Edu'un!l. to the trall~l(ltol', D(:t'(wberlsl, 1SljG. 

After the French war, the fortification at Fort Edward hecame so dilapidated, that 
it wa'" ~c1dom occnpied by cmyofthe troops that were stationed there. Canada being 
now conquered, it was supposed there would be no further usc for it; and, accord­
ingly, ju.;t before the revolutionary war, Dr. Sm: ... th erected from the debris of the 
fort, the Red House for hi., own dwelling. Burgoyne very naturally, therefore, took 
this house for his head-quarters. The order which designated the "Red Bouse 
as Head-quarters," is dated July 29, lii7. 
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that I eat bear's flesh for the first time, and fonnd it of capital 
flavor. We were often put to it to get any thing to eat; not­
withstanding this, however, I was very happy and content, for 
I was with my children, and beloved by those by whom I was 
surrounded. There were, if I remember rightly, four or five 
adjutants staying with us. The evening was spent by the 
gentlemen in playing cards, and by myself in putting my child­
ren to bed. 



TilE A~[EHIC.\K (,A~Il'AIGX. 

1777.* 
From the beginning of the campaign of the year 1777, 

(:eneral Hiclkd w,,, neither admitted into the war couucils of 
the English generals respecting the movements of the Expedi­
tion, nor were the i"otrneti,,"o, which (:l'IIl'ral Burgoyne had 
I'ecciyd from, the Ilriti,l. ministry upon the manner in which 
the campaign should be conducted, e,'er imparted to him. 
Gelleral Riedesel continually ""ll,,,ht aud begged, either the 
command of the alhanl'o.! guard of the army, or, at least, as 
far ao cirClUllotallC'c" would , .. jmit, of a particular corps, which 
last rCfjucst wa, from time to time granted. .H the same time, 
the general made it his greatest endeavor to follow out most 
punctiliously the orders of nelleral Burgoyne; to preserve the 
discipliue and morale of tho,-" troops placed under him; to 
I'",,,note a goud understanding between the English and German 
("''''I'''; and to see t" it that the German soldiers received all 
that belonged to them, both by the subsidy treaty, and by their 
rauk, namely: the enjoyment of the :'ame afhantages as the 
English national truops .• 

. \ltl'''II,ccl •. ill.!eelLt slight differences occurred now and then 

* This i~ an ah.,tl'act of the ~Ii1itary ~r('lllnir. written by General Riedesel, and 
pUblh;hcd in full, in his Life and 11 "/'ilill!Js, edited by )[ux Von Eelking at Leip:;.ig, 
in l .... ;jtj. 

t These good offices of General nil'dl'~l'l are corroborated by General Burgoyne 
in hi:;. Slall;: of the E"jh1lifirm, 2d edition. page 1;3~ . 

. , The mode of war in which they [the German troops.] were engaged, was entirely 
new to them; temptations to lll.'~(:rt were in themselves great, and had been en· 
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among the privates, gruwing out of their not understanding 
each other's language, yet they were soon settled, especially' 
when General Riedesel was present. 

It was under these circumstances that the army moved out 
of wiuter-quarters on the 3d of June. On the 6th of July, the 
Americans abandoned Ticonderoga. On the very same day, 
General Riedesel was detached with three German battalions to 
support Brigadier Frazer, who was pursuing the retreating 
enemy toward Huberton. While, on the 7th, he was only about 
an hour's distance from Brigadier Frazer, the latter had, with­
out waiting for him, already engaged the enemy. The fire was 
hot, and the situation critical, until General Hiedcsel came up 
with his advanced guard, and made with it a fresh attack 
upon the right flank of the enemy, which changed the com­
plexion of affairs so much, that the enemy were beaten with 
considerable loss; and Brigadier Frazer, as well as all the offi­
cers of his corps, expressed to the general their most lively 
gratitude. * 

After this affair, General Burgoyne !-!athcred his army to-

hanced and circulated among them by ('mi~ .. arit.·:< of the enemy with much art and 
indu:-:try. Jealousy of predilection in the allotnwnt of po:-:b and :-qmratl' com· 
munds, ever I:'-uh:-:j:-:.'" lllUOllg troops of different l'tatl':-'; and a :-:oli(l prell'H'Ill'C of 
judgment in the commfill(ler in chief, oftell appcar8 a narrow national partiality . 

.. I conCe",,,. I wa:-: much a:-::-:i:-:tt'd in maintaining cordiality in un army thus com­
pOf'l.ed, by the fnmk, Fpirited, and honorahle character I had to deal with, in ~I:ljor 
General Ril'dl':-\l'i: - n character which wa~ very early impl'l':-\H'l\ upon my mind, and 
which no trials of intricacy, danger and di:--tn':-\l", han' ~illl'l' effaced; but address 
wa:-\ toItill reqnisite to sccond hh, zeal 1 and dift'u:-:c it through the (;l,'l'mall raub:, and 
I :-:tudied to throw them into situatioll~ that might give them confidence in them­
selve:-:, credit with their prince1 .md alacrity in the pun-mit of ulll'utL'rprh:L', which, 
when it:-; difticultic~ were considered, in fact reqnirl'd enthn~iasm." 

H *' Aller the battle, Frazer, while expr(,:-\8ing hi~ thanks for this timely fe:<('ue, 
shook halld:-: with hil"\ old friend and companion in nrlll:-: [Hil'dt,:,:l'l], with whom he 
had alrl'ady fought in the :-;eH'll Yl:'ar:--' \\ar, in (~l'rillallr, with great Y310r,"­

Hbdol'Y of 'hI: Germull AU~J'ilial';e . .;; in AUI! rica. 
General Burgoyul' in his official report ofthis action, does ouly partial j1\~tice to 

German v810r on this oceul"ion. ")lujor (;l'lleral Riedl:':.:ei," he f'uy:-:, "and the 
troops under his command wished to partake of the bonor, and they camc at the 
right time to get it." He fnil:-l, however, to nWlltion the tact, that it wa:-:. till' (,('1"­

mans who turned the ~l'ah't- and assh;ted the Briti~h out of theil' strnit. 
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gerhl'r at :"h"",],oroll.~h. On the 12th of July, (:encral 
It ;1',11'.'1'1 w,,,, detached with six battalio",. with orders to post 

hilllself in the Yicinity of ('a.,tle Town,* in order to create in the 

mind of the l'''I'III)' a ,n'I';I';UII that his object was a demonstra­
tinn upon the ('''"ll'et;ellt riYer. In the meanwhile, General 

Burgoyne had the rualb repaired,t and began to advance upon 
Fort E,]ward, by way of' Fort Anne.! ,\t the same time, and 

while he waS IlIal'e1,iuc; upon Fort E,lwal'll. (:ener:11 Itiedesel 

l'I'l'ein'l1urc1l'r, to follow the English in that direction, whieh he 

did, "lid united hi"N,If' a."ain with ti,e army on the 3d of .\llgm;(" 

While at th;, place, ':I'nl'ral Hlll'~(>ylle determined to detach 
a C0l'}I:-' unuer Lielltl'JI:lllt ('()lollc,l Hauill t.o Bl'llllill,~toll, for the 
IHll'}'II . ...:l' of :--l·izill,~· a ('oll:--i.ll'raLle lll;q~azil1e of ~ture~ in that 
t,,\\' II : all expedition that C:I'])l'r,,1 ltil'']'''1'1 th"u.~llt \'l'l')' unnd­

Y;"'].!l'. alld a.~a;II't which he emphatically contended. :,\ot­
'ritll~Lllldill.~' tlli:-;, IJ1,weYer, it 'va~ undertaken, and as it was 

tll"ll"ht that Licutcnallt ('"Iolld Balllll had too small a force to 
e"lItcll,1 ,,;th tl", l'IWlIly. Lieutellant Colonel BreYllIann-aloo 

1'''lItrary to the .i"dCIIIl·lIt of Ueneral Jtie,1esel-was sent to 

"'1'1"'1'1. hilll Ti,;., affair, au the 10th, at Bennington, turned 
,,,,t Ycry unluckily. The enemy was f"ur or fi"e tillIes stronger 

than the t .. "up' "'lit agaillst him. The distance prevented 

1,;"lIt"";llIt ('"I"IJ../ Breymann from coming up early enongh; 

* ('a~lh' TOWll-lh4' prC8ent ('a--t1etOll, Yt .- i,. deflocrihcd a~ lwillg'. at this period, 
"n 'i\Tt'tchl'd plue(', t"jlJ~i~tin~ of only tWI'llly mi~crable dwelling houses, the 
OWlH.'r:- of which w('n' for the IllO .. t part patriot .... " 

1 (;"lll'ra\ nllr!,!oYl!l' not only had to repair the roads, hut to cut a road through 
a prinwyul ti,]"!· .. , -and the wor:-t kind of a fol't,,,t. fun of f'wnmps and wiml.falls. 
DUl'ill~ hi,. murch to Furl Edwanl ~II{)ne. he had 10 build forty bridge~, and lay cor­
duroy ['1J.lt!- oflo!!,.: ll(TU:-:- the -\\aIllV". one of\\hkh wa.; two milt''''' in kll:;th. 

~ Fort :-:'1. AllllC, at thi .. t iUII.'. ('Xi .. tl,d onl,Y in llalll!'. It consisted of a square, 
formed 1>)' !J:.Jli-ad,· ... "jlh loop-holl'~ h('tWl'l'll th~lll. In~idc of til\' ('IH.'lo":ll]'(' wcre 
[t \\ \'!'lI'hef\ balTuek and a ~turl'-bou~(> ],uilt of w(I()d, TIll' Anlt'ril':lll" ,.et it 011 fire 
when they t'\'<lC'II<lIl'd the place; but a \ i,,1l'1I1 ~howt'rha\ ing ,.('1 in and ~xtinguisbecl 
the flames, II",;. work or de:-,tl'Uction wa~ ouly partially accomplbht'd. The blicks 
of the foundations that wcre :-:,till ~tallding Wl']'e 11"('d hy the GCrD1aus

1 
OIl taking 

}lo~~('~~iOIl. to huilll on"ll~. 
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and, accordingly, both corps were beaten one after another. 
The men as well as their respective chiefs acted very bravely, 
but they were the victims of having been stationed too far from 
the army, without the slightest communication. 

This unfortunate affair caused a sudden cessation of all our 
operations. Our boats, provisions- in fact, nothing was re­
ceived from Fort George. The army, therefore, could not 
advance farther, and the despondent spirits of the enemy 
became suddenly so elated, that its army grew daily stronger. 

On the 8th of August, General Hicdescl was ,lda"licd with 
three lJuttalions to .Johu's Farm,* between Forts (;"orge and 
Edward, for the purpose, not only of covering the communica­
tion with Fort ~ ;eor~c, but to promote the conveyance of the 
convoy to the army. There, in that place, hc was completely 
cut off from the army ~ So he entrenched himself iu a strongly 
fortificd camp, that he might be able to def,md himself to the 
last man. The main army were stationed during the whole of 
this time at Edward's House amI Fort :\Iiller; one battalion 
being placed at Fort Edward for the purpose of keeping up the 
communication. It was natural to expect t l",t when the army 
should advance toward Albauy, intermcdiate forts would be 
established along the Hudson river, to keep up continually 
communication with Fort George; but General Burgoyne, 
fearing that by such measures his army would be very mueh 
weakened, determined upon an entirely different plan. He 
wished, in fine, with forty days' provisions, and u proportionate 
train of artillery, to advance against the enemy, and having 
beaten them, to put forth evcry effort to force a communicatiou 
with the army that was believed to be ad,'aucing from Xew 
York to meet him; at the same time abandoning all communi­
cation with Fort U COl'ge, Ticonderoga, and Crown Point. Of 
this design, however, nothing wus allowed to transpire. 

* Thh; farm 'nl~ immediately north of Hulf·wuy brook, two miles from the present 
pretty "i11age of Glen's Falls. Half-way brook must not be confounded with Rocky 
brook, where Maginnis fell while on bis way to the relief of General Johnson, on 
the 8th of' September, 1755. 

13 



"\, soon ns the provisions and nil other necessary supplies 

f"r the army were c,,]]ed,,'1, the camp broke up on the 11th of 

~cl,tl'll1lll'r; on the 13th, the army had entirely passed the 

HlIllcun rin'r, amI on the 14th, encamped on the heights of 

;;:"r:lt",,"'" (In the l[)th, it marched to the llci;.:htc of Doyogat, and 

on the 17th, \Y", at Swunj,;, house. All these marches were 

"ttcll,I"11 with excecllill;': l1"rll,hil', ,,,all the roads and bridges had 

to be repaired, and wc were obliged to make yery cautious reoon­

n"I"ancc'. "\ still worse Cirl'lllll.,tull(,C was, that the ('''Itr,e of the 

11n,1."11 is such, tll"t the rid;.:" of hills on either side is now 

t1",c to it and now far off. The columns were thus forced to 

llJarch on the flats and on the hl'i~ht,. and, were, therefore, very 

,,!'tell half an hour's di,tance frum caeh other, many times with­

out an t'l'l)()rtllllity or ltllitill,~·. 

I n the meantime, the unfortunate affair happened at Ben­

ningtoni and this, to.c;dltcr wit II the raising of the siege of 

F"rt ~t"llwix by tIle "\lllcrican (:eneral Arnold - a siege that 

IWll been undertaken by the English Lieutenant Culullel St. 

L"."l'r _. raised the "I,irit, of the enellJY so amazingly, that the 

militia poured forth in crowds from the proyinces of X ew IIamp­

,I. ire and :\ I'\\' Y urk. Three III·i."a,lc's. abo, arri\'ed from the army 

uf \\'a,I,i "."t"" and Putnam; all.11 : eneral Gate,; was sent by 06ne­

ral Wa,]'ingtull til take command of the army. By this means 

the "\ l1.eri'·al1 arlllY which. at the end of July and the begin­

nin." "I' ~\\I,"lI .• t, wa,; "nly about four or five thousand strong, 

nllW incll"l>c.1 til be(Wl'Cll fourteen and twenty thousand men. 

With tJ.i.' cOll.,itlcralJle [;'rcc the enemy advanced first a,; far as 

f.:tillwater, and afterward encamped three miles this side upon 

the ]"'i,,]'h of lliIIlC,C'" IIlIn,c,* \"here his right wing was sup­

\",rlc.1 by the ][w\",n river. This wing was protected in front 

],.'" a Iar~e, lIJar,I,)" lJlville, and behind, its lines were screened 

. * So ~pl'lIetl in the ori~rinal. Probahly no name ha:-: been given in as many dif­
Jt'~'l'l~t w:~Y"'. a~ tlli~. SOill!' writer~ !-Opell it B('mi~; other~ Behmus; while, again, 
,~. C. \\ ilkllJ~{)1l (lIeutenant ill th(;' ti:.!d Briti~h regiment, and assistant engineer) in 
lll~ map of the field of a~:tioll. made on the spot. :-\ll'll~ it Br{('mn~. 
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by an abatis. The left wing extended on to a height, upon 
the top of which stood a school house, _and its left flank was 
likewise screened, on the side of the hill, by felled trees. 
The heights were as steep behind as in front; and it was upon 
these heights that the enemy were entrenched and awaited our 
arrival. About eleven o'dock, ou the morning of the 19th, 
our army advanced from Swords's house in three columns. The 
left hand column, which went by land and water, ("oll,i,tecj 
of four German regiments, and the 47th Briti,h, the latter 
covering the bateaux. These troops, together with all the 
artillery and baggage, were placed under the command of Uellc­
ral Riedesel. At an interval of half an hour all the English 
regiments, which were led by Burgoyne, himself, as general-in­
chief, marched upon the heights at our right hand; and the 
third columu, which marched st.ill more to the right, were 
composed of the Frazer corps, and the corps of Lieutenant 
Colonel Breyrnann, and were commanded by Hri!,"aJicr (:elleral 
Frazer. The march was exceedingly tedions, as every moment 
new bridges h1\d to be made, and trees cut down and removed 
out of the way. About one o'clock, the column of General 
Riedesel heard a discharge of small arms and cannon, and con­
jectured that it came from the troops with neneral Bnri!·uYlle. 
At half past two the firing commenced anew with more or less 
fury. As General Riedesel up to this time had not receivl',j 
the lea't intelligence from General Burgoyne, he di'l'ateh",j 
Captain Willoe to him. The latter retnl'Ued after three-quarters 
of an honr, bringing orders from Burgoyne to take the best 
measures to cover the artillery, baggage and bateaux, and then, 
with as many troops as he conld spare, to come to his assistance, 
and endeavor to attack the enemy on the right flank. 

General Riedesel immediately took his infantry regiment and 
two companies of the Rhetz regiment, and marched through a 
piece of woods over the heights in the direction of the firi,;', 
Cpon emerging from the wood into the clearing at Frcclll~ij, 
farm, he saw both armies engaged, and found himself cluHc 
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on to the enemy's right flank. The English left wing was just 
on the point of retreating. He, therefore, at once formed the 
seven companies, and attacked the enemy at the double.quick. 
As soon as the English perceived this movement, they rallied, 
and, in a short time, the enemy was completely beaten; and had 
not night come on, it would have been easily possible to have 
driven, at the same time, his broken ranks into his camp in the 
greatest disorder. Ni:.:ht rested upon the troops as they stood 
on the field of battle; * and General Riedesel returned to the 
left wing by the river side. On the 20th, our army occupied 
the position of Freeman's farm as far as the end of the rising 
ground toward the Hudson river. The hill, which surrounded 
the valley, was fOl·tified with redoubts, and a bridge was thrown 
over the river, and protected on the other side by a tete de pont. 
The entire army entrenched itself with lines and redoubts, 
which here and there were garnished with batteries at suitable 
places. 

In this position both armies remained stationary until the end 
of September. Our pickets were from time to time attacked. 
We were constantly obliged to send out our foraging parties 
accompanied by a strong escort, and the forage became very 
scarce. We often sent out detachments to reconnoitre the 
right flank of the enemy, but we were never so fortunate as to 
obtain any accurate knowleilge of his camp. The enemy, on 
his side, likewise, did not fail to send out from time to time 
detachments against our right flank, and upon the other side of 
the river in the ilirection of the Batten kill. While stationed 
at this place, we also learned that the enemy had made an 
attempt, by way of Skeensborough, upon Carillon, which was 
unsnccessful. He had, however, surprised four companies of 
the 53d regiment, stationed at the Saw-mill, who were all 
------

:"/:':)<:' The British and Gennan troops bivonacked on the battle-field the Bmns­
,,'!d{c,rs composing in part the right wing. It was a 8ilent night. No ~tber Bounds 
were heard, except the groaning and sighing of the wounded, and the cballenging 
of th~~~~ntries.'·_ Tlte Auxiliary Troops in America. 
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captured. Our provisions were cut off, reducing our daily 
rations to one pound of meat and one of bread; a trial, however, 
which our soldiers bore with the greatest fortitude. c\.o our 
sit nation became from day to day more critical, and the position 
of the enemy being too strong, and his army too numerous to 
attack him, General Burgoyne, on the .,lth of Ud,,),er, called 
Generals Phillips and Riedesel, and Brigadier General Frazer 
into his presence, ti,r the purpose of consulting with them upon 
the best course to be pursued under the present state of affairs. 
For his part, he proposed to leave all the supplies aud b"ab for 
a few days in one of the entrenchments, under the care of a 
force of about eight hundred men, aud to attack the enemy 
upon his left flauk, and turn his rear. But as we knew as little 
of the roads as of the position of the enemy's left win~, and ao 
three or four days must certainly elapse before we could bring 
about an engagemeut, and as, moreover, it would be dangerous 
to leave our weakly guarded magazines for so 1"lIg a time, it 
was determined, after mature deliberation upon these and still 
other circumstances, to hold a second conference upon the 
evening of the (jth. At t.his IIlcdillg, (;<'lll'l'al lticLlcsel dis· 
tinctly declared, that onr situation was of such a nature that if 
we did not march against the enemy within olle ,lay, to attack 
him and bring affair~ to a crisis, it would be expedient to move 
back again to the Batten kill; alld after having I"'''''<'<! the 
Hudson in rear of the Batten kill, where we could not again 
be cnt off from Fort (;eorge, tl> await Genem! (!lilltl>II'S move­
lllCnts ill opening COlllllluuication. lhig-atlil'l" Gelleral Frazer 
fell in with this opinion of Generalllie<lcsel. (;l'lll'ral Phillips 
would give no advice whatever, and nClIl'l'a! Blll'.~I>yllL', with 
whom it went hard to make a thoroughly backward movement, 
declared that, on the 7th, he wonld make a reconnoissance aH 
near as possible to the enemy's left wing, in order to ascertain 
whether or not it could be attacked. In the first case, he would 
on that very day, the 7th, immediately attack the enemy; but 
if, on the contrary, the enemy's position was too strong, he would, 
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on the 11th of October, at once ret,reat to the Batten kill. As 
he persisted in this determination, there remained nothing else 
to do but to submit to his wishes, On the 6th, we foraged, and 
distribnted rations for four days among the men. On the 7th, 
at ten o'clock in the morning, fifteen hundred men, selected 
for the reconnoissance, marched forth with eight cannon, under 
the command of Gcneral Burgoyne himself, who was accompa­
nied from the camp by Generals Riedesel, Phillips and Frazer. 
In three columns, we advanced to within about a quarter of an 
hour's march of the enemy's left wing, where we met a portion 
of the enemy occupying a house (Weiser's house) j drove him 
out, and took possession of the rising ground, which, however, 
was surrounded on both sides with woods. While we were 
deliberating in this place, how we could push the reeouuo;s­

sance still further, the enemy attacked the left wing of our 
command, and flung himself with the greatest force upon the 
English grenadiers standing in the wood. Lieutenant Colonel 
Specht, who commanded the centre, maintained his position for 
a lOll!,; time, and would have sustained himself still longer, had not 
my L'lrd Balcarras, who was stationed on his right flank, been 
ordered back through some misunderstanding. As he was now 
attacked in front and on both flanks, he found himself, with his 
three hundred men, forced to retreat. Thereupon, the enemy 
pressed forward from all sides, and General Burgoyne at once 
ordered a retreat upon the great redoubt on the right wing of 
the Frazer corps. Scarcely had the troops reached there, when 
the enemy attacked the redoubt with the greatest fury, but 
without success j and we held it until the next morning. But 
the Breymann corps, hardly two hundred men strong, and 
attacked in front and on both flanks, gave way after Lieutenant 
Colonel Breymann was killed. Now, but unfortunately too late, 
General Bnrgoyne determined to make a retreat to the Batten 
kill. Before the break of day on the morning of the 8th, we 
left our position and drew off into the valley where our supplies 
were. 'Ye were obliged, however, to stop over a day, as our 
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hr,spital could not be sooner transported. In the evening we 
set out on our retreat, and General Riedesel was placed in 
command of the vanguard, with iustrnctions to cross the II ud­
son and post himself behiud the Batten kill. But scarcely had 
he arrived at Dovogat, when he received orders to halt. A day 
was thus uselessly wasted, to our greatest amazement. In the 
evening, we again marched, and passed Fiohkill, near :3aratoga.* 
By this time, the enemy had occupied the opposite bank of the 
Hndson, at the Batten kill, for which reason General Burgoyne 
considered it dangerous to cross the Hudson. The army, there­
fore, on the 10th, took up a position at Sarato"" which, indeed, 
was strong on the left wing toward the Fish kill, but in the 
centre and on the right wing, was so faulty, that it was impos­
sible to maintain it. The same evening the entire army of the 
enemy came up. On this same day, we had lle'l",tched two 
regiments under the com wand of Lieutenant Colonel Southerland 
on this side of the Hudson river, to reconnoitre the road which 
led to Fort Edward, and had sent with him the en;:incer, Captain 
Twiss, to repair the bridges. Lieutenant Colonel Southerlaud 
actually got within an hour's march of Fort Edward, and was 
preparing to mend the chief bridge, when he received the un­
fortunate order to return. On the morning of the 11 th, the 
enemy, with three brigades, passed Fi,h kill in full view of our 
army, with the intention of attackillg our rear. ITe was so 
fortunate as to capture our boats, and also make prisoners of an 
officer with thirty wen, amI a great part of our boatmen. A 

* The reader mn<:.t beRr in mind that this is not the Saratn::!"u watering place of 
modern days, but the old town of ~arnt()!;Il, lying upon the margin of the Hudt:on 
rin'l'. At this time, the Saratoga, here refclTed to in the text. was a Yillage of some 
thirty isolated houscs, located on the right hank of the Batten kill, which empties 
into the Hudson. Contiguous to this village wa ... the old military work, Fort 
Hardy, called after Goyernor Hardy, and lTcctl'rl in the first French war. The liues 
of entrenchment embraced about fifteen urn-::; ofgronnd. The outer work:-: which are 
bounded south on the north hank of Fish creek Wil"h kill), and east on the w(,l"t 
bunk of the Hudson, yet (txr)7) retain the appearance ofustrongfortificntioll. Hunmn 
bones, fragments of firl··arms, swords, balls, tools, broken crockery, etc., are frc­
quently picked up on this ground. 
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brisk fire of canister that we opened upon him, forced the 
enemy, it is true, to recross the Fish kill; but the bateaux, 
together with a great part of our supplies, were, nevertheless, 
lost. During the entire day, our army was cannonaded from 
the front and in the rear, and the outposts fired incessantly 
upon each other. In the evening, General Burgoyne again 
called Generals Riedesel and Phillips to him, and held a con­
snltation regarding the best course to be pursued in this 
emergency; and as he himself gave it as his opinion, that i~ 
was as impossible to attack the enemy, as to maintain our posi­
tion eithcr iu the centre or upon the right wing, General 
Riedesel proposed to abandon the baggage and retire to this 
side of the Hudson during the night- not, indeed, at Fort 
Edward, but to ford the river four miles below, and strike 
across to Fort George - a feat that was still possible, since the 
enemy had not yet occupied the road on this side of the river. 
That evening, however, we could not agree upon any fixed plan. 
It was the same on the 12th. .Mcanwhile, the enemy occupied 
all the posts along the river as far up as Fort Edward, and also 
extended itself more along our front. 

/I.t three o'clock in the afternoon, a couference, to which 
Brigadiers Gall and Hamilton were admitted, was again held. 
General Riedesel insisted very vehemently and in the most 
emphatic langnage, upon the retreat as previously proposed­
a retreat that was now still practicable, but which the slightest 
mO\'Clllcnt of the enemy would render ntterly impossible. At 
last, this retreat was re30]ved upon; but scarcely had all its 
details been arranged, when it was discovered, that the provi­
sions f'lr six days, which should have been given out in the 
morning, had not yet been distributed. An order to this effect 
was, accordingly, at once given out; and it was resolved, that 
if by ten or cleven o'clock that evening the distribution of the 
provis:ons shonld be finished, the retreat should be begun. 
General Riedesel was to lead the van, and General Phillips to 
bring up the rear guard. 
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Precisely at ten o'clock, General Riedesel notified General 
Bnrgoyne that the provisions had been distributed, but received 
the unprecedeuted answer, that it was now too late, and that 
the army should remain in their present position. 

On the morning of the 13th, the previous situation was com· 
pletely changed. The enemy had entirely surrounded us, and 
with such skill, that in order to attack him we would be obliged 
to cross a marshy ravine and a steep hill; by doing which, we 
should be so far removed from the water, that he could cross 
O\'er from the other side and attack us in the rear. By this 
time, also, the nick of time for retreating was lost; and the 
ret·reat itself entirely impossible. The army, moreover, had 
only five days' rations. Accordingly, on the very same day, 
General Bnrgoyne snmmoned the commanders of battalions to 
a general council of war, in which the condition of our army, 
and the strength and position of that of the enemy were laid 
before them. neneral Burgoyne then acknowledged that he 
considered it an impossibility to attack the enemy, and that 
even ,honld we, against all probability, beat him, the lack of 
provisions would effectnally prevent ns from reaching Fort 
George. To retreat was equally impossible, unless each one for 
himself should make his way as well as he could, through the 
pathless forests. 'With provisions we could, it was trne, still 
maintain ourselves in our present position for five days. At 
the expiration of that time, howev€r, our situation would be 
the same, our position in the centre and on the right wing un· 
tenable, and the rout and dispersion of the army, an event not 
only probable, hut certain. After all these argnments had been 
carefnlly weighed by each one of the council, General Bnr· 
goyne solemnly declared, that no one bnt himself should answer 
for the situation in which the army now found itself, since he 
had never asked anyone for advice, but had only asked obedi· 
ence to his orders. This frank declaration, General Riedesel 
received with thanks, since by it, everyone would be convinced 
that he had had no share in the preceding movements; and he 

14 
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there and then begged all the English officers to bear testimony 
to that effect, if at any time he should be called to account. 
Thereupon, General Burgoyne laid before thc council of war the 
following questions: 

1st. Whether military history furnished any examples of an 
army having capitulated under similar circumstances? 

2d. Whether the capitulatiou of au army placed in such a 
situation would be disa;raceful ? 

3d. Whether the ar~y was actually in such a situation as to 
be obliged to capitulate? 

To the first question, all answered that the situation of the 
Saxon army, at Pirna, of General Fink, at 3Iaxan, and of Prince 
1\f aurice, of Saxony, was not as bad and helpless as that in 
which our army found itself placed at this present moment; 
that no one could have censured generals who, when placed in 
such a predicament, had capitulated in order to ~ave their 
armies; and besides that, the kiug of Prussia had cashiered 
General I<'ink chiefly through personal dislike. 

To the second question everyone again answered, that the 
capitulation could not be disgraceful for the reasons just cited. 

In answer to the third question, all present declared that if 
General Burgoyne saw a possibility of attacking the enemy, 
they were ready and willing to offer up their blood and their 
lives; bnt, if nothing could be gained by such a sacrifice, they 
considered it much better policy to save to the king his troops 
by a thoroughly honorable capitulation, than by remaining still 
longer in their present dangerous situation be obliged, after 
all their provisions were consumed, to surrender at discretion, 
or, still worse, by awaiting, in their insecure position, an attack 
from the enemy, to be scattered and separately destroyed. 

After this unanimous declaration, General Burgoyne produced 
the draught of a capitulation, which appeared advantageous, and 
without a dissenting voice was approved of on the spot. Upon 
which General Burgoyne resolved to send a drummer into the 
enemy's camp, and propose that, on the next day, a staff-officer 
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should be sent over to confer with the American General Gates, 
who commanded the army of the euemy, upou affairs of great 
importance; but in the meantime there was to be a cessation of 
hostilities. To all of this General Gates agreed. 

On the 14th, at ten o'clock in the forenoou, Jfajor Kingston 1 

was sent over to the Americans, with the propositions of General 
Burgoyne, the principal one of which was that our army should 
surrender themselves prisoners of war only on conditiou that 
they should be couveyed to Boston and from there shipped to 
England, after they had pledged themselves uot to serve against 
the Americans in this war, or until exchanged. 

This condition, however, would not be entertained by General 
Gates, who sent over another pIau of capitulation, consisting of 
six articles, the first of which was that the army should be sur· 
rendered as pri:,;oners of war, and the last, that the troops should 
stack their arms in the entrenchments which they still occupied, 
and then march to such places as should afterwards be deter­
mined upon. 

General Burgoyne again called together the council of war, 
and read to it these propositions of Ueneral (;"tcs. All the 
officers unanimously declared that they would rather die of 
hunger than to agree to such disgraceful articles. The entire 
six were t.herefore rejected by General Burgoyue, with the 
assurance that no other propositions would be entertained than 
those which he himself had proposed. r pOll this the armistice 
ceased To everyone's great amazement, however, General 
Gates sent, on the morning of the 15th, some new articles of 
capitulation, in which he agreed to nearly all the points previ­
ously insisted upon by General Burgoyne, except in a few 
trifling matters. One point, however, was insisted upon, viz: 
that the army should march out of their position that very 
same day at two o'clock in the afternoon. 

This sudden change on the part of General Uatcs, and the 

1 At this time deputy adjutant general. 
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last article so strenuously insisted upon, created in our minds 
some little hesitation. The council of war was again convened, 
and it was resolved that the proposals of General Gates, just 
reel'iYl'IL should be aC("('I,tetl, but, as they were only prelimina­
ries, and many subsequent articles were to be settled before 
(:t'lI('ral Burgoyne could sign the capitulation, the time gi,-en 
(two o'cl"c-k in the afternoon) was too short; and it was 
accordingly proposed to appoint two staff-officers from both 
,i,I"", who should "cttle betwecn them the secondary articles 
and arrange for both parties the ratification of the treaty. 
Upon our side l,icutenant Colouel Southerland and Captain 
Craig were appointed for this purpose. The commissioners 
remained together until eleven o'eJot'k in the eY('1I i II!,!'. by which 
time all that we had asked for was accorded by the enemy_ 
There was. it is true, a sending backwards and forwards to 
I :cueraJ Bl\r,~oyn(', upon various trifling points, but, as the 
commissioners of the enemy granted eyery thing that om's 
asked, the latter, who were fully authorized to conclude the 
treaty, promised upon the word of honor of themseh-es and 
nelleral Burg'''y"(', tl",t the capitulation should be sent back 
the following morning ratified by (Jeneral Bnrgoyne; it being 
unelerstood, in the meanwhile, tltat the cessation of hostilities 
should continue, 

Thc cOlllllli",i""crs came back at twelve o'clock at night. 
The same lJi,e:ht a ,lvserter from the enellly's camp came illtoour's, 
and told ns that he had learned, through a third hand, that the 
En",:bh I :l'lIcr,,1 ('Jinton had not only taken possession of the 
elltrenchlllcnts of th., II ;;,,J<lall,k but th"t he had, eight days 
l,rel';o",I)" IIIO\-ed up to _ES"l'llS with his troops and fleet, and 
lllll'!. in "II probability, haye arrived IJ}' this time at Albany. 
(it'lIeraJ Burgoyne and seyeral officers were so much elated by 
this doubtful intelligence, that a ,([reat desire arose to break the 
whole capitnlatioll. _\ council ~f war was, accordingly, once 
more cOIII'"ked, and the following questions proposed for its 
consideration: 
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1st. Whether a treaty which had been definitely settled by 
fnlly empowered commissioners - even after the promise of the 
general to ratify all that the commissioners had agreed npon -
could be broken with honor? 

2d. Whether the intelligence just received was sufficiently 
reliable to authorize us to hreak so advantageous an agreement 
in our present situation? 

3d. Whether the army had, indeed, a sufficiently reliant spirit 
to defend their preRent position to the last man? 

On putting the first question, fourteen votes against eight 
declared that a treaty, which had been closed npon such terms, 
and in which the enemy had granted all our demands, could not 
be broken without a violation of honor. 

Upon the second question, the votes were also divided. 
Those voting in the negative, based tl{eir opinion w the gronnd 
that the intelligence brought over by the de~erter was all of it 
only hearsay. It would be a different matter if General Clinton 
himself had sent a courier, or if the man had really seen Clin­
ton's army ; and, even assuming that General Clinton wa, 
actually at JEsopus, the distance from there was so great that 
he could not help us a particle in our melancholy situation. 

To the third question, all the officers of the left wing an­
swered in the affirmative. Bnt the officers of those regiments 
composing the right wing, and stationed on the low ground, 
answered that all the soldiers would certainly display great 
courage if they should attack the enemy, hut that, a' all the 
defects of our position were well known, it might be questioned 
whether they would be able to resist an assault. 

In order, however, to gain timc, a middle course was attempted, 
namely: General Burgoyne, early on the morning of the 16th, 
wrote a letter to General Gates, in which he informed him that 
he had received, the previous night, from dcserters and others, 
intelligence to the effect, that he had, while the negotiations 
were yet in progress, detached a considerable portion of his force 
to Albany. As this was against faith and honest dealing, he 
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could not ratify the capitulation until he wa~ convinced that 
the Opp",ill,~ arlllY W;),"; three or four times lar;C;er than his own; 
tlll'rdl,re. would I :l'lIl'ral (;ate,; be willing to show his army to 
a ,taff officer selected by him for that pmpose? Should his 
report confirm the superior force of the .\merican army, he 
would immediately sign the artielcs of capitnlation. ~r".ior 
King,.;t"n was the bearer of this letter, and returned with the 
all";lI"er of UelJeral I :atc,.;, to the effect, that he coultl assure 
him, up"n his word of honor, that his army was of the same 
iitrell,~th as it was at the time of his moving up tu Saratoga; 
that ,ince that time, he had received a large accession by having 
been reinforced by a brigade; that during the neg"tiation not 
a ,ill,~1e I""t had been reduced; and, finally, that tu show one 
of our staff officers the strl'lIgth of his army, would be as 
impolitil' as it would be detrimenlal to his honor; and that it 
could ""t, therefore, be allowed. Further, that General Bur­
g"y"e ought t" think the matter well over before he broke his 
word of honor, and became answerable for the consequences. 
j\s ",,,", however, as the capitulation should be ratified, he 
would IJC prepared to show I: eneral Burgoyne his whole army; 
and he pledged him his honor, that he would find it was four 
times stn)jl,~er than his own, not reckonit:>g the troops posted 
opposite upon the uther side of the 1I1l11,,,". He could not, 
1I<'lI"c\'er, now grant him more than an hour's time for his an­
swer; and after the expiration of that time, he would be forced 
t" tuke the most stringent measures. 

C p"n this, the council of war was once more convoked to 
carefully consider the ,.;ituation in all of its bearings; when it at 
once appearl'd, that those eight, who before were in favor of 
breaking the treaty, now were of just the contrary opiuion ° General 
llllr~"yuc ,Irew I ~enerals Riedesel and Phillips off on one side, 
and l>l',,·~·e>l their friendly counsel. c\t first both were silent, 
until, finally, (i-cncral Riedesel declared, that if I :eneoral Bur­
f!:"ync should be held answerable in England for his conduct, 
it could only be for those Illo'.'ements which had brought the 
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• army into such a situation; for having made the first overtures 
for a capitulation, and for not having retreated earlier, a course 
which would have made him master of the communication with 
Fort George. But, that now, after all the steps which had 
been taken, to break the treaty on account of intelligence that 
was uncertain and not to be depended upon, he considered still 
more hazardous. Brigadier Hamilton, who had joined us, and 
had also been consulted, coincided in this opinion. General 
Phillips, however, said nothing, except that the situation of 
affairs was such, that he could neither give advice, nor discover 
any way out of our predicament. After much deliberation pro and 
COil, General Burgoyne, finally, determined to ratify, and there­
upon the ratified capitnlation was sent over by )Iajur Kingston. 

On the 17th of October, tbe army marched off, and every 
thing was performed according to the articles of capitulation. 
General Gates had his entire army, which was this side of the 
Hudson, marched over on to the opposite bank of the Fish kill. 

Some officers who were ordered to review it for the purpose of 
counting, found that it was between twenty-three and twellty. 
four thousand men strong. General Riedesel ordered that 
none of the colors should be surrendered to the enemy with the 
arms; but that the staffs should be burned, and the dut hs 
carefully packed up. These orders were strictly carried out, so 
that every cne of the German regiments retained its colors. 

The memoir from which the preceding is an extract, is dated 
at Stillwater, on the day after the capitulation at i'arato;:a­
the l~th of October-and signed and attested by all those officers 
who were, at that time, commanders of the Uerman regiments 

and battalions. As a supplement, it may here be added, that 
after the captured army had arrived at Cambridge, near Boston, 
the American congress did not ratify the stipulated article in 

t.he capitulation, that the troops should be shipped from Boston 
to England, aud they were, therefore, obliged, contrary to the 
treaty, to remain in America ~s prisoners of war. 
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This point occasioned a f'rcat debate in congress. U pan the 
question whethcr in reITard to this particular article, the capi­
tulation should be stri~ly adhcrcd to, the votcs were divided; 
aud it was only owing t" the influence and insinuations of 
( : encral La raydtc - at that time with the .\ Ilwrieaus - that 
the affair, as 'already mentioned, was dccided to the detriment 
of the En.~bh and (;,'rJllan troops; for he, easily forcseeing an 
impending rupture IJe\\\'('(,lI En,~lau,1 and France, wished to 
guard a,~ain,t the king' of Eu!,!land having the use of this army 
elscwhere. T" overcome all the ,crupl"s of congress, Lafayctte 
citl',1 the ca"e of KI<,,,tcr ~e\·"II. in thc PeY!'1I 1','ar,' war, when 
thc El1gJi,·;], allowed themseh'es t" break the capitulation, 

\\'1<('11 (;eucral Bm""y"c Im,nd,t forward the til'.,t r"n~'h 

draft of the "apitulatioll, (;clleral Iti",k,cl advised him to 
propw.;p rather to ~ ;l'llL'ral Uatc~, that the troop . ..; should return 

t" Canada without arJlIs. and on the condition, that they should 
not :-:erVt' during thi::; war a~aill:-:t the .. \lIJcrie:lll:-; unless ex~ 

chall:.:c,l But (feneral )),u·,,"YI1(, was of the opinion it would 
be u",I('ss t" think of it, as such a I,r"p""itiun would not be 
elltertaincd by the enemy for a moment; and, therefore, pro-
1'0,,,,1 that the tr""I''' should be transported to n",t"u, and from 
there shipped t" EII,clall<L .\fterwards, however, when this 
thillf' was talked oyer durillg the march, the adjutant general 
of (:el1eral (;atcs, gave it as his opinion, that this stipulatio~ 
would probably have been agreed to, as, on account of the great 
,('''''l'ity of proyisions, the) had been at their wits' ends to know 
how they "h,uld support the tr"op:; on the Illarch to Boston, 
If, therelilre. (;elJ('",,1 Burguyne had followed the ad,ice of 
General Iti(',lc'-d. thi, army would have been sayed to England; 
could haye becn employed elsewhere; and thus been spared the 
malJY hardship" which it afterward experienced. 



CONTINUATION OF MRS. GENERAL RIEDE­

SEL'S ADVENTURES. 

When the army again moved, on the 11th of September, 
1777, it was at first intended to leave me behind; but upon my 
urgent entreaties, and as other ladies were to follow the army, I 
received, finally, the same permission. We made only small 
day's marches, and were very often sick; yet always contented 
at being allowed to follow. I had still the satisfaction of daily 
seeing my husband. A great part of my baggage I had sent 
back, and had kept only a small summer wardrobe. In the 
beginuing all went well. We cherished the sweet hope of a 
sure victory, and of coming into the" promised land;" and 
when we passed the Hudson river, and General Burgoyne said, 
"The English never lose ground," our spirits were greatly 
exhilarated. Bnt that which displeased me was, that the wives 
of all the officers belonging to the expedition, knew beforehand 
every thing that was to happen; and this seemed the more 
singular to me, as I had observed, when in the armies of the 
Duke Ferdinand, during the Seven Years' war, with how much 
secrecy every thing was conducted. * But here, on the contrary, 

* Lieutenant Anbllrey made a similar remark, when the army was yet in Canada: 
"\Yc have more dangerous enemies at home, than any we have to encounter abroad. j 

for all the transactions that arc to take place, Rrc publicly known, long before they 
arc officio1ly given out in orders; and I make no douht. but you will be 8S much 
surprised as the general [Burgoyne] was, when I te11 you, that the whole operations 
oftbe ensning campaign WCfC canvassed for several days before he arrived, who no 

15 
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the .\"ILTiea"s were apprised beforehand of all our intentions; 

"J th"t at every place ",here ",e callie they already awaited us; 

a circulllstance which hurt us cxecl',]ingly, On the 19th of 

~q,tcIl11Jl'r, there "'a" an affair between the tWIl armies, which, it is 

trlle, ell,Ie,] til our a,halltage; althongh we were, nevertheless, 

ulJli~l',l to make a halt at a pbce called Freelllan's farm, I 
,,'a,; an l'I'l' ",itnes" of the wh,,],, affair; and as I knew that my 

hu"band 'was in the llIid"t lit' it, I Wa" fnll of care aud an;':lIi,h, 

and shi\'ered at every shut, fur I could hear every thing. I 
saw a .~T"at nnmbel' of "'"llllll",], and what was still more har­

rowill,,', t llt'y even lJl',>u~llt three of thelll into the 11l1\1H' where 

I was. ()IIC of tlle.S" Wa,; ~l".iur llarlla,~," the husband of a 

lady of our CIllIlpally; allotllPl\ a lieutenallt. whofole wife, also, 
,,'a, of our aCfjuaintancc; and the third, a }""ll;c Eu~l;,h officer 

of the nallle of Y"un~', ~J:,.i"r lI"rlla~", with his wife, lived 

ill a r""1II npxt to mine. Ill' had received a shot tllrt'",~h 

the lUI\'l'!' part "I' the bowels, from which he suffered exceed­

iu~ly. .\ tell' day" after our arri\'aL I heard plaintive 1lI0ans 

in anotller .... ,,1iI "ear me, and lcal'lled that tlll'y came from 

\'''1111". the young English officer .i",t mentioned, who was 
lyill~ ycry low. 

I w"" the more interested in him, "ince a family of tllat name 

hatl :-:111)Wfl me much CHHl'tl':-'y aurin,!! llly f'n,inlll"1l in EIl~blla. 

T tcnuere,l him III)' services, and sent him pr"vi,i,,"s and re-

donht HIlIIHN'd that in giving out his (Inkr..:, he W:l:'l communicating an entire 
8ecrct. * * * (;]"';Jt :"-('('I'('('y. on the contrary, was observed in the 
Aml'ricunul'my,"- Jlontl" 1/1, -'by '211. 1,";1'. \'01.1. p. 203. The work from which this 
extract is taken, j .. in the :-':tatl' Lihrat'y. at .\lhall~·. X. Y . 

. \ 11;1":":1",", al .. o. from the IIl,Ju/'!! Of tlLe (,'enIWII AII,!'i/icfl'ir., in .tW(l'irY( -an in­
yallluh!l' "ork. by the way. a .. it j .. made up of the manu~cript jonrnals. of th08C 
oftiCl'r~ and \,rinlt,· .. who ~l'rn't1 in the war-t'xplaill:-, the rL'a:-:OIl of thi~ want of 
!'eCTl'CY ll1(m.' fully. •• The country 1)1'01'11.'. whom I~llr:.!(IYUt· met on hi..: march, 
pretended to be !.!ood royali,t~, whiCh Ill' implicitly llL'liL·n .. d; ~() that he allowed 
tlwDl not only to hear their arDl8 a" hitill'rto, but to walk about tht! whole camp at 
their opt inn, and withuut any f(· ... traint. The'C' men, hmv(·nr. were anything but 
royali,t.;. They, cont'('qU~Dtly, improved thL' opportnnity. gaining intel1igcnc(' of 
all the OCCnrreDf'P", in tlw arDly by <llllll'al·ullcl.'''. and forthwith communicated to 
the comllullldt'rfO: or the ('nemy'" fOfl.'("". that ,yhich !l1f'Y had "l'('II aud heard." 
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freshments. He expressed a great desire to see his benefactress, 
as he called me. I went to him, and found him lying on a 
little straw, for he had lost his camp efluipage. He was a 
young man, probably eighteen or nineteen years old; and, 
act nally, the own nephew of the 1111'. Y oun~·. whom I had known, 
and the only son of his parents. It was only for this reason 
that he grie~ed; on account of his own sufferings he uttered 
no complaint. He had bled considerably, and they wished to 
take off his leg, but he conld not bring his mind to it, and now 
mortification had set in. I sent him pillows and coverings, 
and my women servants a mattress. I redonbled my care of 
him, and visited him every day, for which I received from 
the sufferer a thousand lJle"ing'. Finally, they attempted the 
amputation of the limb, bnt it was too late, and he died a few 
days afterward. As he occnpied an apartment close to mine, 
and the walls were very thin, I could hear his last groans 
through the partition of my room. 

I lived in a pretty well built house, in which I had a large 
room. The doors and the wainscot were of solid cedar, a wood. 
that is very common in this vicinity. TII,'.I" burn it frefluently, 
especially when there are many midges arouud, '" these insects 
cannot stand the odor of it. It is said, however, that its smoke 
is very injurious to the nen'es, so much so, indeed, as to came 
women with child to bring forth prematurely. ,\8 we were to 
mareh farther, I had a large calash made for me, in which T, 
my children, aud both my women servants had seats; and 
in this manner I followed the army, in tlw midst of the soldiers, 
who were merry, singing songs, and bnrning with a desire for 
victory. We passed through boundless forests and magnificent 
tracts of conntry, which, however, were abandoned by all the 
inbabitants, who Bed before us, and reinforced the army of the 
American general, Gatcs. In the sequcl this cost us dearly, 
for everyone of them was a soldier by nature, and could shoot 
very well; besides, the thought of' fighting for their fatherland 
and their freedom, inspired thcm with still greater courage. 



116 LETTERS AXD JOrRXALS. 

During- this time, my husband was obliged to encamp with the 
main body of the army. I remained about an hour's march 
behind the army, and visited my hnsband e,ery morning in the 
camp. \' ery often I took my noon meal with him, but most of 
the time he came over to my quarters and eat with me. The 
army were cnga.~·ed daily in sillall skirmi,hes, but all of them 
of little consequence. ~Iy I,oor Illlsband, however, during the 
whole time, couM not get a chance either to go to bed or 
undress. As the season had now becolllc more inclement, a 

('"I, lIlel 'Villiams of the artillery, oh'l'rving that our mutual 
visits were vcry fatiguing, offered to have a house built for me, 
with a chimney, that should not cost more thau five or six gui­
Ilcas. and which I conld steadily occupy. I took him up,* and 
the house, which was twenty feet square, and had a good fire­
place, was begun. They called it the block-house. For such 
a structure, largc trees of crluul thickness are selected, which 
arc joined to"dhl'r, making it very durable and warm, espe­
cially if covered with clay. I was to remove into it the follow­
ing day, and was the more rejoiced at it, as the nights were 
already damp and cold, and my husband eonld live in it with 
me, as he would then he ,ery near his camp. Suddenly, how­
ever, on t lIe 7th of October, my husband, with the whole general 
stafl', ,IC(·allli'ell. Our misfortunes may be said to date from this 
momcnt. I had just sat down with my husband at his quarters 
to breakfast. C ; cneral Frazer, and, I belie,e, Generals Burgoyne 
and Phillips, al"" W('re to have dined with me on that ,allle 
day. I uj,s~l'\'cd cllnsiderable movement among the troops. 
My husband thereupon informed me, that there was to be a 
rCl'onnoissance, which, howc\'er, did not surprise me, as this 
often happelll·'l. On my way homeward, I met many sa,ages 
in their war-dre,s, armed with guns. To my (Iuestion where 
they were goin~, they cried out to me," War! war!" which 
meant that they werc going to fight. This completely o\'er-

'" *\ gennine Yankee l'xprc:,:--ion, but, lleverthele~8, Jiterally BO in the original. 
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whelmed me, and I had scarcely got back to my quarters,* 
when I heard skirmishing, and firing, which by degrees, became 
constantly heavier, until, finally, the noises became frightfnl. 
It was a terrible cannonade, and I was more dead than alive. 
About three o'clock in the aftel'lloon, in place of the guests 
who were to have diued with me, they brought in tv me, upon a 
litter, poor General Frazer (one of my expected gnests), mor­
tally wonnded. Our dining table, which was already spread, 
was taken away, and in its place they fixed up a bed for the 
general. I sat in a COl'ller of the room trembling and quaking. 
The noiseR grew continually louder. The thought that they 
might bring in my husband in the same manuel' was to me 
dreadful, and tormented me incessantly. The general said 
to the surgeon, "Do not conceal any thing from me. ~Iust I 
die?" Thc ball had gone through his bowels, precisely as 
in the ease of Major lI"rn".~c. Uufortunately, however, the 
general had eaten a hearty breakfast, by reason of which the 
intestines were di~tended, and the ball, SI) the surgeon said, had 
not gone, as in the case of "I "jnr Harnage, between the intes­
tines, but through them. I heard him often, amidst his groans, 
exclaim, " ()b, fatal ambition! Poor <feneral Burgoyne! )Iy 
poor wife! " Prayers were read tl) him. He then sent a mes­
sage to General Burgoyne, be-,,~ilJg that he would have him 
buried the following day at six o'clock in tIle evening, on the 

* The quarters which :\rr~. TIi('lk"c'j then occnpied, and in which General Frazer 
died, has t;ince been kW)\\'1l !t:s the Smith 1I1)1I~1·. and 1111l~t not be confouuded (a:-o 
has sometimes been dOllf') with the !wacl-cIlwrtn:-; of Burgoyne, in which the 
baroness had that moming taken brl'akfu~t with her husband. It was 8ituatcd 
three miles and a half south of Fi .. h creek, and, at the time of the hattle. stood by 
the roadside, on the west margin of the inten'aies, at the foot of the rh:ing ground. 
When, some years afterward, the present turnpike road was constrncted, running 
twenty or thirty rods e/ll'<t of the old road, the latter wa~ discontinned, aud ~Ir. 
Smith drew the house to the west side of the turnpike, and turned it into a tavern. 
The late Theodore Dwight (who wal'< killed on Hw New Jersey rail road, in October 
of la~t year. l-"iifil, vbited the 8pot in 1820, and mn(le a drawing of the house, which 
was then still standing. Through his kindlll·l'<~. I received from him, but three 
day~ before his death, his original draft, from which the engra\'ing, on the opposite 
page. has been takcn. 
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top of a hill, which was a·sort of a redoubt.* I knew no longer 
which way to turn. Thc whole entry and the other rooms were 
filled with the sick, who were suffering with the camp-sickness, 
a kind of dysentery. Finally, toward eyening, I saw my hus­
band cOllling, upon which I fergot all my sufferiugs, and thanked 
(: 0,1 that he had spared him til me. He ate in i!Tcat haste with 

me and his adjutant, behind the house. We had been told 
that we had ,~ained an ,uhant:tge oycr the enemy, but the 
sorrowful and down·cast faces which I beheld, bore witness to 
the coutrary, and before my husband again went away, he drew 
me one :;ide and told me that every thing might go t very badly, 
and that I mnst keep myself in constant readiness for departure, 
but by no means tu ,~i\"e anyone the lea:;t inkling of what I 
was doing. I therefore pretended that I wished to move into 
my new hOllse the next murning, and had eyery thing packed 
up. ~Iy lady Ackland occupied a tent not far from OUf house. 
In this she ,lel't, but during the day \Va:; in the camp, Sud­
denly one came to tell her that her husband was mortally 
WOIlIll]"'!. and had been taken prisoner. At this she became 
very wretched. \\' e l'unJi"rtcd her by sayilJ,~ that it was only 
a slight wunnd, but as no one could nurse him as well as her­
self, we counseled her to go at UUl'e to him, to do which she 
could l"'rtainly ubtain permission. i:'he loved him very much, 
although he was a plain, rUIli'h man, and was almost daily 
intoxicated i with this exception, however, he \Va:; an excellent 
officer. :-he wa:; tIle loveliest of women. I spent the lIight in 
this manner-at one time comforting her, and at another looking 
ai"ter llIy childrclI, whom I had put to bed. A:; for myself, I 
could n"t :':0 to ,lecp, '" I had General Frazer and all the other 
i!1'ntll'IIIl'1I in lily rOOlll, and was "o,,,tantl), afraid that my 

*In his : .... !lIft o.ftllr' E.l'jlf',/Uifill. Burgoyne ~peak~ of it a~ the Great Redouht. 

t The tl"ll~l' 11~l'd in the Original all:-'Wl'r..: to our imperfect potential (as in the text), 
and not the imperfect iudicatiYe ( •. went 11) n .. ill the previous Ellglil"b translation. 
Thb j--llot :-0 unimportant " .. Illi:.:ht at fir~t appear; 8iucc it :-iwwl' how extremely 
ca~tious (;\'llI'l"al Ricdctoel wa~ - (.;H!1l when -e.peaking to his wife - of 8sying any 
thmg', that by any po:,~ibility might injure the caU8C, before the action W1l8 ended. 
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children would wake np and cry. and thus disturb the poor dying 
man, who often sent to beg my pardon for making me so much 
trouble. About three o'clock in the morning, they told me 
that he -could not last much longer. I had desired to be ap: 
prised of the approach of this moment. I, accordingly, wrapped 
up the children in the bed coverings, and went with them into 
the entry. Early in the morning, at eight o'clock, he expired.* 
After they had washed the corpse, they wrapped it in a sheet, 
and laid it on a bedstead. We then again came into the room, 
and had this sad sight before ns the whole day. At every 
instant, also, wounded officers of my aC(juaintance arrived, and 
the cannonade again began. A retreat was spoken of, bnt 
there was not the least movement made toward it. .\bout four 
o'clock in the afternoon, I saw the Dew honse which had been 
built for me, in flamcs: the enemy, thercfore, were not far from 
us. We learned that General Burgoyne intended to fulfill the 
last wish of General Frazer, and to have him buried at six 
o'clock, in the place dc.,i,~uated by him. This occasioned an 
unnecessary delay, to which a part of the misfortunes of the 
army was owinp;. Precisely at six o'clock the c"l"J"e was 
bronght out, and we saw the entire body of gCllerab with their 
retinucs on the hill uosistillg at the obsequies. The Ellgli.,h 
chaplain, :\Ir. Brudcnel, performed the funeral H~l"\"ices. The 
cannon balls flew continually aronnd and over the party. The 
American general, Gates, afterward said, that if he had known 
that it WaS a burial he would not have allowed any firinp; in 
that direction. JIally cannon balls also flew not far from me, 
but I had my eyes fixed upon the hill,t where I distinctly saw 

* \I Nt'n'I' more shall he chase the red cleer through the heather of Strath Evrick, 
or guide the skift' [\l'l'O:-;:-; the futhomlcHs lake of central Scotland, or lllU"C oy('r the 
ruin of the ~tual't~ on the moor of Drum-mo:;sic, or dream of glory bl':-iidc the 
rry~tl11 Wlltt'!",; of the XI':'", Death in itself i" not tl'ITihh'; but he came to ~\mc­
rica for seitil:!h advancement, and though bravely true as a soldier, he died un con­
Boled. "-Bancroft's Relation of flu> lhwfh Ql Frazer, Yoi. IX, p. 419, 

t The height occnpied by Burg-nYllc on the 18th, which ran parallel with the 
river until it approached t~l'Jl('I'al (;atl':-;'i'::\ camp. 
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Ill)' husband in the midst of the enemy's fire, an,1 therefore I 
"olll,l not thiuk (If Illy own ,jall~er'* 

The order had ~olle forth that the army should break up 
after the burial, and the horses were aln·aay harnessed to our 
cala:;h,,:;, I did lIot wi"h to set out before the troop". The 

woundca ~la.inr I];,rlla~," although he was so ill, ara""e<l him­
self out of ))Ca, that he llli,ed,t lIut relllain iu the hospital, which 
w," len behind protected by a flag of trm·e. _ \:; soon as he 
obsen-ed me iu the willst of the dall~er, he had my children 
:t1ll1 maia Sl'l'\'all!" put into the calashes, and intimated to me 
that I lllUi't immcaiately ao!,ar!. ,\:; I still )JC,~,,,ell to ),e al­

lowed to remain, he ,aid to me, "well, then your children at 
least Ulust ~n, that I may saye them from the sli~ll(('st danger." 
Ill' undn,tood how to take a,Jvallt",~e of my weak "i,Ie. I gave 
it up, seated myself inside with them, and we drove off at eight 
u\'lock in the eyclIill;:. 

The ," I'eatbt silellcc had been enjoined; fires had been kin­
dled in "YCI'Y direetioll; and Ulany tellts left :;tauding, to make 
tlte enelllY beliey" tltat the c3mp was still there. We traveled 
eOlltinnally the whole night. Little Frederica was afraid, and 
woul,l ortl'lI bc,,,ill to cry. I \Va:;, therefore, obligea to hold a 
l"wkd hanLlhl'l'hief ovcr her mouth, lest our whereabouts 
shonld ),,' ,ji"·",,I'I""l. 

.\t six u·e!,,,.k in the morninp; a halt was mude, at which 
l'Yl'ry Olle w"lI<lcred. (:l'lIl'l'al But'goyne had all the cannon 

* (;('lll:ral Burgoyne, in his ,(.,'tah Of tile E."jll rlition, p. lfj9, dl:'!"crihe,; this scene, 
in hi:-: u..;nally felicitolH; l'-tyle, as follow~: 

.. The iIlC(':-:"Ullt cannonade during the E-olemnity; the !-teady attitude and unal· 
h.·rl,d VOi!..'l· with which the chalJlain officiated, though frequently em'cred with 
flll--t, which the f'hot threw up on all :--ide:-- or him: the mutl' hut expn'~"i \'e mixture 
of :--l'u:-ibility aud indignation upon l'Y('ry countenance; t1w ... (' ohjl:'CH will remain 
to the la:-:t of life UPOll tiH' mind of e,ery man who wa..; prescnt. The growing 
du:-<killt.':o::-. added to the ,..n'w'ry. and the whole marked a character of tlmtjnncture 
that would lIlakl' one of the :fine~t ... uhjed ... for the pencil of a ma~tcf that the field 
('n'r l'xbihit~d. To tlw l'allY<1--. and to the faithful page of a more important hi8-
torian, galltmt fri~lld! I cOll~ib'1.1 thy memory. Thl'fl' moy thy talellts, thy manly 
Yil'tuc~, their pro;.!Tt'~~. and their period, find due dbtinction; and long may they 
!-un in', l()ll~ after the frail record of my pen shall be forgotten 1" 
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ranged and counted, which worried all of us, as a few more 
good marches would have placed us in security.* My husband 
was completely exhausted, and seated himself during this delay, 
in my calash, where my maid servants were obliged to make 
room for him; and where he slept nearly three hours with his 
head upon my shoulder. In the mean time, Captain Willoe 
brought me his pocket· book containing bank bills, and Captain 
Geismar, his beautiful watch, a ring, and a well filled purse, 
and begged me to keep all these for them. I promi~ed them 
to do my utmost. At last, the army again began its march, but 
scarcely had we proceeded an hour on the way, when a frcsh 
halt was made, in consequeuce of the enemy being in si:c;ht. 
They were about two hundred meu who came to reconuoitre, 
and who might easily have been taken prisoners by our troops, 
had not General Burgoyne lost his head.t It rained in torrents. 
JHy lady Ackland had her tent set up. I advised her once 
more to betake herself to her husband, as she could be so useful 
to him in his present situation. Finally, she yielded to my 
solicitatious, and sent a message to General Burgoyne, thruu:,,:h 
his adjutant, my Lord Patterson,! begging perllli,.,iull to leave 
the camp. I told her that she should insist on it; which she 
did, and finally obtained his consent. The English chaplain, 
!\Ir. Brudenel, accompanied her; and, bearing a flag of truce, 
they went together in a boat over to the enemy.§ There is a 

* General Burgoyne explains hh~ reason for this halt differently. 1\.\ halt was 
necessary to refresh the troops, and to give time to the hatcanx, londed with provi­
sion~, which had not been able to keep pace with the troops, to come abrea~t."­
State oj the Expedition, p. 170. 

t I. e., lost his presence of mind. 
t General Burgoyne's three aid-dc-campt:! ,vere Captain Lord Petersham, Lieu­

tenant ,\Vilford, and Charles Green. The parole of Burgoyne's officers-the ori­
ginal of which is in the possession of J. 'Villgatc Thornton, Esq., of Bo~ton, ~ra:-':4.­
makes no mention of nny officer by the name of Patterson. Mrs. Riedl'sel, whose 
spe11ing of English names is naturally not alwayt'! accurate, probably means Lord 
Peterl!lbam, who was afterward Earl of Harrington, Yi:scount Pell'r~haJl1. and in 
1798, Jieutenant general in the British army. 

§The gallant bearing of the answer, which General Gtlt('~ returned, by Chaplain 
Brudenel, to the letter which Burgoyne scnt him by Lady Ackland, recommending 



familiar and IJcautiful cll~ravill,'!' of this event. in existence I 
~aw her a,'!ain afterward in _\IJXIl1Y, at which time her hu~band 
Wa, ahnost eutirely rec"Y,,!'ell, and buth thanked me heartily 

fur Illy advice. 
011 til\' 9th, we 'I'l'nt the whole day in a pouring rain, ready 

to JlJarch at a IIIOIIIl'lIt', wamin,'!', The ""a,'!"' had lost their 

(·IIIl;·a:~c. and they were :-::eell in all tlirt'cti()l1 . .; ~.!:oing home. The 
sli;,chtc,t, reverse of fortune lli,c"llI'a"et1 them, especially if 
there WaS nuthill~ to plumier. ~Iy challlberlllaid did nothing, 
Cllr,"'] her ,ituation. and (',re ont her hair. I entreated her to 

"Ollll''''l' h<'I>"lf, or e1,e she would be taken for a ,a",,~e. llpon 
this she became ~till wore frantic, and a,kl'Il. "whether that 
would tl'l,"],I(' II,,· ~" c\nd when I an,wen'I] .. yes," ,Ill' tore her 

l""Jllet ofl' her he,,,l, letting her hair han" down over her face; 
and "Ii,l, "Yon talk \\ l,1I ~ Y Oll have your husband! But we 
have no(hin~' to look flll'ward to. l'Xl'!:»t dyill;,c' mi,erably on the 
olle haud, or ]O:-.ill,:": all we lJIJ:-=:--C:--:-;; 011 the other ~ n lte:-.pertillg" 

thi" ]a,t cOlllplaint, I 1'1'0111;'''1]. in order to 'Iuiet her, that I 

her to flw Pl"IIf\'j"li'l)l of the _\Illl"ric:lII commalHkl'. redound'" 1"0 mnch to the llonor, 
"'pirit. aud hj~lllnindcdlle~~ of the writer. that it ii'i here givl'n entire. The lctter~ 
it-dr, i~ not, Wl' hl'lie,"{', generally known. 

~.\I:.\T()(;.\. fir-!. 11th, ljij. 

:--:ir: I h:lYt' thr- honor 10 1'I't:\,jw yonI' ('x('e!!I'lwy':-- letter hy Lady Ackland, The 
I'l"'Jled due to hl'l' lady:o;ltip'- rank. and the tl'llderuc:o;1" dne to her perJO:.on nnd :--t'X. 

Wt'),I' ;1]ol!l' ~nftil'h.'nt -l'('nritil':-' to l'utitle her to my protection, if YOIl cOll!-l-idcr my 
preceding couduct with )'l'-jll'ct to tlill-t' of your army whom the fortune ot' "ar has 
plal'l'tl in my h,lIHl-. I am :--nrpri"'l'(l that your ,'xlTllellcy :--hoilld think that I could 
cOIl~ider thl' !.!"I'l'ah.':--t attention to L.ul,\" Ackland in thl'!i!.!"ht of an ohli:..'atioll. The 
t'l'Il1'\(il'" which ma),k till' rdl'l'at of .\OUI" army. in huruing gl'lltll'lllCll'~ uud 1~II'IlH'rl'o' 
hOll-l'- a- thl'Y pa ... ,. ,,10u:..'. i- almo:-:.t. alllollg cidlizcd lIatioll". without a prl'ccdl'llt. 
TIIt'~ ~Itnllid Tlut ewIt'mor to nlin thu~e they ('uult! lint ('tJlHllK'r, Thi .. conduct 
IlI'lra~ .. 1H1Il'l' of till" ilJl\i,'li\t, malin' of a hi!.!:ot. than the !.!:~'IH'ro:--ity of a 801dicr. 
YUill' J'rj{'Il~1. :--;ir FmT]('i- Clark. hy the information of the dit'l'dor-!.!"t'llt'ral of my 
ho~pitul, lall:..'lIh ... hl'- under a dall!!{'roll:-' woulId, En'rv t'ort of lL'llI\t']']ll'''~ and 
attention i .. puid to him " .. well a ... to all the wounded 'who huve fulleu into my 
hUlld~, and the IH'~pital. which you WI-'rl' ohligcd to l~'a\"{' to my mercy, 

* * * * * * 
lam, ~il'. 

Yonr:-. 
IIOl:.\T10 (;.\T}>. 
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would make good all the losses of herself and the other maid. 
The latter, my good Lena, although also very lIllIch frightened, 
said nothing. 

Toward evening, we at last came to ~aratn.~·a, which was only 
half an hour's march from the place where we had spent the 
whole day. I was wet through and through by the hequent 
rains, and was obliged to remain in this condition the entire 
night, as I had no place whnte\'er where I could chauge my 
linen. I, therefore, seated myself before a gu"d fire, and un­
dressed my children j aftcr which, we laid ourselycs down 
together upon some straw. I asked General Phillips,* who 
came up to where we were, why we did not continue our retreat 
while there was yet time, as my husband had l,]e,l~ccl himsclf 
~ cover it, and bring the army through? "Puor woman," an­
swered he, ,. I "m amazcd at yuu! cOlllpletely. wet through, 
have you still the courage to wish to go further in t hi" wcat her! 
Would that you were only our commanding general! lIe halts 
becanse he is tircd, and intclllls to ~pend the night here and 
give us a supper." In this latter achieycment, ecl'ccially. 
General Burgoyne was very fond of indulsing. He spent half 
the nig-hts in singing and drinking, and amusing himself with 
the wife of a commissary, who was his ilIistrc.", and who, as 
well as he, loved dWlIll'a;':'lIct 

On the 10th, at seyen o'clock in the morn ill;':', I drank sume 

* General Phillips, who is described by his ('olitelllpnraril';'. " .... Hl1 .. honorahle, .in..:t, 
and upright man," was an old and intimate li'j"IHI oj' (:l'IIl'r<tl Hi\'{\l'"d, with" hom 
he had fought on the side of theallit!s in the Sl'Yell Yl'ar~' Will'. 

t H While the army \n'I'C suffering from cold and IUl11ger, and CYl'!'y one" [1:-; look­
ing forward to the immediate future with apprehen~ioll, Sd\llykt"~ hou::;c wa::; 
illulllinated, and nmg with 8inging, laughter, and the jillglillg' of ~la:<"l'''':, There 
Burgoyne was sitting, with some ll11'rry companion~, at a dainty ~IlPPl'1', while the 
champagne wa~ flowing, ::-;ear him sat the heautiful wife of an Englbh commh~­
sary, his mi:-;tres::;, Great a:-=. the calamity wa...:, the frivolous general ::;till kept np 
his orgies, Some were of opinion that he had made that illl'xnl...:ahlt' ~tal]{1. merely 
for the sake of pas!'ing a merry night. HiPd"",'1 tllOllg-lit it incumbent on him to 
remind Burgoyne of the danger of the halt, but the latter retul'lled all1"ort...: of l'Ytl­

siveauswers."- The German Au,riliarlo,' lIi Anlf'rlc(l, 
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tea by way of refreshment; anu We now hoped from one woment 

til a""th,'r, that at J:"t 'Y<' would again 1"et under way. (;ene­

ral JllLr,~l>yu,', in "r,lel' to co\"cr our retreat, ca",'eu the heautiful 

llUlJ'es and mills at :'aratn;.:a, belonging to t :eueral :-:"hnyler, to 

hc ,," rIlcd , .\u Engli,h llllieer brought S"lIIC cxcellcnt, broth, 

which he shared with mc, as I wa, not able to refuse his urgent 

clltrl'ati,", Thereupon we set out upon our march, but only as 

far a" aUllther place not f'll' frow where \Ie had started. The 

~T,'at,'st misery and the utlll",t disordet preyailed in the arIllY·* 

'fhe ('Olllllli~~al'ie:-; had fc,r;":llttl'1l to di~tributc provi~iom.; among 

the trllo!", There wcrc cattle l'1I"u~h. but not ulle had been 
killed. )Iore than thirty uffieers callie to me, who could endure 

IlllH~er n" longer. I had clllj'ee and tea wade for thelll, and 

divided 'UII"U;': thelll all the provi,ions with which Illy carriage 
wa, c",t.-tautly filled; for we had a cook who, although an 

arrallt kuaH', """ fruitful ill all expedients, and often in the 

night erll,',ed swall ri"ers, in order t" "teal from the country 

1'""I,le, ,heel" poultry and I'i~", He would then charge us a 
hi,~h I'ri,.e for thelll- a Circlllll,tancc, 11II\yenr, that we only 

learned a long time afterward, .\t last Illy provisions were 

exhausted, and in despair at not being able to be of any further 

help, I called to me Adjutant General Patterson,i" who hap­

pened at that mOlllcnt t" be I'assill!; by, and said to him pas­

,i,,"ately: "Come and see for yourself these officers, who have 

been wounded in the comlllon cau,e, and who now are in want 

of cYcry tIl ill;':, because they d" not receive that which is due 

them, It is, therefore, your duty to wake a )'('l're,elltatioll of 

tltis til the g'cllera!." At thi,; he was deeply Illoved, and the result 

was, that, a quarter of an hour afterward, t; cUCl'a! Burgoyne 

came til me himself and thanked we very pathetically for h"y-

* (~enernl Wilkinson, who bad the priVilege of knowing )[adame Riedesel per­
sonally. calh; her the .. amiable, the accomplh;hed, and dignified baroness." U I 
have mori' than once," ~a~ .. he ... ~l'l'll her charming blue l'p:~ bedewed with tears 
at the recital of her "lIft\·rin).!~." 

1 ~l'l' uutl' on page 12.'3. 
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ing reminded him of his duty. He added, moreover, that a 
general was much to be pitied when he was not properly served 
nor his commands obeyed. I replied, that I begged his pardon 
for haviI:g meddled with things which, I well knew, a woman 
had no business with, but that it was impossible to keep silent, 
when I saw so many brave men in want of every thiug, and had 
nothing more to give them. Thereupon he thanked me once 
more (although I believe that in his heart he has uever forgi,en 
me this lashing), and went from me to the officers, and said to 
them, that he was very sorry for what had happened, but he 
had now through an order remedied every thin;!, but why had 
they not come to him as his cllllk stood always at their sen'ice. 
They answered that English officers were not accustomed to 
visit the kitchen of their general, and that they had received 
any morsel from me with pleasure, as they were convinced I 
had given it to them directly from my heart. He then gave the 
most express orders that the provisions should be properly 

distributed. This only hindered us anew, besides not in the 
least bettering our situation. The general seated himself at 
table, and the horses were harnessed to our calashes ready for 
departure. The whole army clamored for a retreat, and my 
husband promised to make it possible, provided ouly that no 
time was lost. Bnt General Burgoyne, to whom an order had 
been promised if he brought about a junctiou with the army of 
General Howe, could not determine upon this course, and lost 
every thing by his loitering. About two o'clock in the after­
noon, the firing of cannon and small arllls was "!,;"ill heard, and 
all was alarm and confusion. ;\Iy husbaud sent me a message 
tclling me to betake myself forthwith into a house which was 
not far from there. I seated myself in the calash with my 
children, and had scarcely driven up to the house, when I saw 
on the opposite side of the Hudson river, five or six meu with 
guns, which were aimed at us. .\lmost involuntarily I threw the 
children on the bottom of the calash and myself O\'cr them. 
At thc same instant the churls fired, and shattered the arm of 
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a poor En~lish ,oldieI' behind us, who was already wounded, 

and Ira,' abo tin the point of retreatin:.:' into the house. Imme­
diately after our an'inl a frightfule'"1l1olla,lc 1'L'gan, principally 

dir",·ti.',l a~ain,t the hou," in which we had sought shelter, 
l'ro]J:lbly ]'e,',"l'" thc enL'lII)' belicl'ctL from ~ecing so many 

people flockill~ around it. that all the ,~cnerals made it their 
]1l'",I"luarten;, .\las! it harl,ored none but wouuded soldiers, 
or wowen! We were finally obliged to take ref,,;:e in a cellar, 
in which I laid myself down in a corner not far from the door. 
)[y children laid down nn the earth with their heads upon my 

lap, and in this manner we I",,,,'d the elltirc night. ,\ horrible 
stench, the cril" of the c],ildren, and yet more than all thie, 
m)' own angui,h, preVL'lIte,l me from d",illg my eyes, On the 

followill,e: Ulornin,e: the c<lnnonade ag'ain began, but from a dif­
flon'llt ,i,Ic, I a,hi,e,l all to go out of the 1'l,1Iar for a little 

while, durine: whiL'h tillle I would have it cleaned, as otherwi,e 
we would all he ,-iL'k, 'l'11i'} j"lIuwed my Sl',e:,~e,'t ion, and I at 
once set Ulany hands to work, which wa, in the highc"t de;.:ree 
IIt','e","'y; for thc women and childrcn being afraid to venture 
forth, had ,oiled the whule cellar.* ,\/'ter they had all gone 
Ollt, and left mt' alone, I for the fir,t time Hll'I'eycd our l'laee of 

"'., In f)JW ofthr':4' dcn5 ofwrdc!H'lllle..:"'. in a cI·ll:lr. there waf', a1-.10, Lady Rkrle..:l'l 
with her klHl!'\' inllmt:' and waitin~-\\'()mcn, llmirbt thl' ~lltl('riJl;; and dc,..paidn~. 

The di'-llluJ ~pace wa:o thronged, and the air, in com·eqUPlw\' of the evaporations 
aud til(' ~mt'll of carions wounds, quite illh'ded. To the appalling object8 around 
h<.>r wa~ arldl'(l hel" anxiety for her hu:-:hand and the care for her litUe onC8. In 
jlJi~ drcadtitl :,:ituation - iu thi~ terrible dell of atlliction - the l'xtraordinary (;l'l'­
man \Ioman IJ1"(·-.,'n'eu her connl:.!"(' and her compa .... ioll. :--:.tw urted then the part 
of an an~cl of comfort and help <lllloUg the :-Il1ifCfCI'!';, :--ill(' rdn':-:!Il'd them with what 
!:'hc had h,lt ofproyj .. jol!':. and alulll:--t forgot to take care ot'tho:--c WhO\H'I'C nearest 
to her, ~I[(" \\a~ n:ariy 10 perform every f"icndly l'l'fYiec', even such from which the 
tellcll'r mind of u woman will r('("I)il. ]I\, her ('Her,r\, 1'1lC' n'~torcd order in that 
chan~, aud 8uperintended 1111" c1eaning or' the cellar ~~ far al'\ drtum .. rtllH"c,,: would 
allow. They olwy,'cl her morc readily than their ~1IJ1nior otlker::;:'- The ("'~rllI(fn 
_1I1,,'i/i

'
ll·ir>;i/l.4I1lu'inl 

On til!' Oppo:--ill' Jla~p will he found an cngravill:': oftlli.' hou .. t, and cel1ar, fnnli~hcd 
me by the killlllj("~" and t:1I11l'tl':--y of )Il'. Lo~:--ill:':. and )11'. YOfi'.'ten, the puhlh;hcr of 
thL' fornwr'~ beautiful hllok of TIlt: ll'ld'·I)II. The h01l8C and cel1ar were I-'ketched 
by )Ir. Lo~~ill~ 011 the :--put. before thl'Y WL'rc allowed by the farmerl"' in the vidnity 
to 6"0 to ruin. 



1'II'''I'llt (1:-;);7) appearance of the hOll"('. in the ('('llar of which, 
)11' .... Hil'tll'~'.'l stuyetll1uriug- the cannonade. 

The ('dial'. 
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refuge. It consisted of three beautiful cellars, splendidly 
arched. I proposed that the most dangerously wounded of the 
officers should be brought into one of them; that the women 
should remain in another; and that all the rest ~hould stay in 
the third, which was nearest the entrance. I had just given 
the cellars a good sweeping, and had fumigated them by sprink­
ling vinegar on burning coals, aud each one had found his 
place prepared for him - when a fresh and terrible cannonade 
threw us all once more into alarm. Many persons, who had no 
right to come in, threw themselves against the door. ilIy 

children were already under the cellar steps, aud we would all 
have been crushed, if God had not given me strcngth to place 
myself before the door, and with extended arms pre\-ent all 
from coming in; otherwise everyone of us would have been 
severely injured. Eleven cannon balls went through the house, 
and we could plaiuly hear them rolliug over our heads. Oue 
poor soldier, whose leg they were about to amputate, haviug been 
laid upon a table for this purpose, had the other leg taken off 
by another cannon ball, in the very middle of the operation.* 
His comrades all ran off, and when they agaiu came back they 
found him in oue corner of the room, where he had rolled in 
his anguish, scarcely breathing. I was more clead than ali\'e, 
though not so much on account of our own dang'cr, as for that 
which enveloped my husband, who, however, frcl!uently sent to 
see how I was getting along, and to tell me that he was still 
safe. . 

The wife of lIIajor Harnage, a Madame Reynels, the wife of 
the good lieutenant who the day previous had so kindly shared 
his broth with me, the wife of the commissary, and myself, were 
the only ladies who were with the army.t We sat together 

* This unfortunate man was a Britie-h surgeon by the name of Jones. The can· 
Don ball entered the northeast corner of the waU, and the hole was still visible 
until the hout;c was sHowed to fall to decay, a few yl'ur~ ~il!(.:e. 

t Lady Harriet Ackland, it will be recollected, had gone to the American camp to 
nurse her husband. 

17 
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bewailing onr fate, when one came in, upon which they all 
lll""an whispering, looking at the same time exceedingly sad, 
I noticed thi" and also that they C:1,t silent t'lances toward me. 
Thi, awakened in my mind the dreadful thought that my hns­
band had been killed. I shrieked aloud, but they assured me 
that this was not so, at the same time intimating to me by signs, 
that it was the lieutenant-the husband of our companion­
who had met with misfortune. A moment after she was called 
out. Her husband was not yet dead, but a cannon ball had 
taken off his arm close to the shoulder, During the whole 
night we heard his moans, which resounded fearfully through 
the vaulted cellars. Thc poor man died toward morning. We 
,pent the remainder of this night in the same way as the former 
ones, In the mean time my hu,band came to visit me, which 
lightened my anxiety and gave me fresh courage. On the fol­
lowing morning, however, we got things better regulated. 
:\Iajor llaruage, his wife, and }lr" Reynels, Illade a little room 
in a comer, by han.C!ing curtains from the ceiling. They wished 
to fix up f"r me another comer in the same manner, but I pre­
ferred to remain near the door, so that in case of fire I could 
rn,h out from the room. I had some straw brought in and laid 
lily bed upon it, where I slept with my children-my maids 
sleeping' not far from us, Directly opposite us three English 
officers were (Iuartered- wounded, it is true, but, nevertheless, 
resolved not to 1)e left behind in case of a retreat. One of these 
was a C''l,tain Green, aid-de-camp of General Phillips, a very 
",tluable and agreeable man, "\11 three assured me, upon their 
(latbs, that in ca,e of a h'bty retreat, they wonld not leave me, 
but would each take one of !lly children upon his horse. For 
myself, one of my hnsband's horses constantly stood saddled 
and in rcadiIlC"", ()I'tcn my husband wished to withdraw me 
from dall,C!l"- by I"eudiu." me to the Americans; but I remon. 
strated with him on the ground, that to be with people whom I 
would be obliged to treat with courtesy, while, perhaps, my. 
husband was beill.~' killed by them, would be even yet more 
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painful than all I was now forced to suffer. He promised me, 
therefore, that I should henceforward follow the army. ~ ever­
theless, I was of tell in the night filled with anxiety lest he should 
march away_ At such times, I have crept out of my cellar to re­
assure myself, and if I saw the troops lying around the fires (for 
the nights were already cold), I would return and sleep quietly. 
The articles which had been intrusted to me caused me much 
uneasiness. I had fastened them inside of my corsets, as I was 
in constant terror lest I should lose :lome of them, and I resolved 
in future never to undertake such a commission again. On the 
third day, I found an opportunity for the first time to change 
my linen, as my companions had the courtesy to f!iye up to me 
a little corner-the three wounded officers, meanwhile, standing 
guard not far off. One of these gentlemen could imitate very 
naturally the bellowing of a eow, and the bleating of a calf; 
and if my little daughter Frederica, cried during the night, he 
would mimic these animals, and she would at once become still, 
at which we all laughed heartily. 

Our cook saw to our meals, but we were in wallt of water; 
and in order to (Luench thirst, I was often obliged to drink 
wine, and give it, also, to the children. It was, moreover, the 
only thing that my husband could take, which fact so worked 
upon our faithful Rockel, that he said to me one day, "I fear 
that the general drinks so much wine, because he dreads falling 
into captivity, and is therefore weary of life." The continual 
danger in which my husband was encompassed. was a constant 
source of anxiety to me. I was the only one of all the women, 
whose husband had not been killed or wounded, and I often 
said to myself-especially since my husband was placed in 
such great danger day and night-" Shall I be the only fortu­
nate one?" He never came iuto the tent at night; but lay 
outside by th~ watch·fires. This alone was sufficient to have 
caused his death, as the nights were damp and cold. 

As the great scarcity of water continued, we at last found a 
soldier's wife who had the courage to bring water from the 
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river, for no one el"e wonld nndcrtake it. as the enemy shot at 
the head of every man who approached the river. This woman, 
h"lI"cn'r. they never molested; and they told us afterward, that 
they sl,arl'd her on account of her sex. 

I l'IIII"a\·"n'll to diYert my mind from my trouhles, by con­
stantly busying myself with the wounded. I made them tea 
and ""til-t'. and relTiH"l in return a thousand benedictions. 
(1f't"II, al,;o. I ,IIared my noonday meal with them. One day a 
('alJ<lllian officer callie into our cellar, who could scarcely stand 
up. \\'e at last .~"t it out of him, that he was almost dead with 
hunger. I considered myself very fortunate to have it in my 
power to offer him my llle,;,". This gave him renewed strength, 
and ~ainl'll for IllC his friend:;hip. .\fterward, upon our return 
to Canada, I learned to know his family. One of our greatest 
annoyance,; was the stcnch of the wonnds when they began to 
suppurate. 

Olle day I umlertonk the care of }Iajor Plumpfield,* adjutant 
of (: l'1Jl'rull'hillips, through both of whose cheeks a smallruusket 
ball had passed, shattering his teeth and grazing hi, tongne. 
lIe could hold nothing whatever in his mouth. The matter 
frolll the wound almost choked hilll, and he was unable to take 
any other nouri,llIllelJt. except a little broth, or something 
liljuid. "'e had Hhine wine. I gaye him a bottle of it, in 
h"pe, that the acidity of the wine would cleanse his wound. He 
kept some continually in his lIlouth; and that alone acted so 
11('lIdil'ially that, he lJl'l'ame cured, and I a~"in acqnired one more 
friend. 'fl."" in the midst "t' my hours of care and suffering, 
I deriv!',l " joyful ,,,tist,,ctiull, which lIlade me very happy, 

On one of these wrl'owful days, neneral Phillips, having 
expre",ctl a desire til yisit me, accompanied my hnsband, who, 
at the risk of his own life, eame once or twice daily to see me. 

* Probably Captain Thomas Blomefield. This officer, according to General Wil­
kinson, was. in 1~1I;, member of parliament for Plymouth, major general in the 
a~my, lieutenant colonel of the royal artillery, chief equerry, and marshal to the 
kmg. 
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He saw our situation, and heard me earnestly beg my husband 
not to leave me behind in case of a hasty retreat. Then, as he 
marked my great reluctance to fall into the hands of the Ameri­
cans, he spoke in my behalf; and as he was going away he said 
to my husband, "No! not for ten thousand guineas would I 
come here again, for my heart is entirely, entirely broken!" 

Not all of those, however, who were with us deserved our 
compassion. There were, also, poltroons in our little company, 
who ought not to have remained in the cellar, and who after­
wards, when we became prisoners, took their places in the ranks 
and could parade perfectly well. In this horrible situation we 
remained six days. Finally, they spokp. of capitulating, as by 
temporizing for so loug a time, our retreat had been cut off. "\ 
cessation of hostilities took place, aud my husband, who was 
thoroughly worn out, was able, for the first time in a long while, 
to lie down upon a bed. In order that his rest might not be in 
the least disturbed, I had a good bed made up for him in a 
little room; while I, with my children and both my maids, laid 
down in a little parlor close by. But about one o'clock in thc 
night, some one came and asked to speak to him. It was with 
the greatest reluctauce that I found myself obliged to awakeu 
him. I observed that the nwssa~'e did not please him, as he 
immediately sent the man back to head-quarters, and laid him­
self down again considerably out of humor. Sorn after this, 
General Burgoyne requested the presence of all the generals 
and staff officers at a council·of-war, which was tu be held early 
the next morning; in which he proposed to break the capitu­
lation, already made with the enemy, in consecluence of some 
false information just received. It was, however, finally de­
cided, that this was neither practicable nor advisable; and this 
was fortunate for us, as the Americans said to us afterwards, 
that had the capitulation been broken we all would have been 
massacred; which they could have done the more easily, as we 
were not over four or five thousand men strong, and had given 
them time to bring together more than twenty thousand. 
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On the morDin" of the IGth of October, my husband was 
a;':'ain obliged to :0:,7 tn his post, and I once more into my cellar. 

On thi, day, a large amount of fre,h meat was distribnted 
amon,~' the officer,;, who, up to this time, had received only 
salte,ll"'ovi,;ioll', which had exceedingly a;.:gr'lYateu the wounds 
of the men. The good woman wI", constantly snpplicd us with 
water, made u, ('apital soup from the fresh meat. I had lost 
all appetite. and hau the whole time taken nothing but crusts 
of ])['c'a,l uipped in wine. The wounded officers, my companions 
in misfortune, cut off the best piecc of the beef and prcsented 
it to mc, with a plate of soup. I said to them that I was not able 
to eat any thing, but '" they saw that it was absolutely neces­
sary I "hould takc some nourishment, they declared that they 
thelllsclrc" would Ilot toUell " lIlorsel until I had givcn them 
the sati"fadion of taking some. I could not longer withstand 
their friendly entreaties, upon which they assured me that it 
mauc them ycry happy to be able to offer me the first good 
thill;': which they thcll"eh·cs enjoyed. 

On the 17th of Odo]wr the capitulation was consummated. 
The generals waited upon the American general.in-chief, Gates, 
and the troops laid down their arms, and surrendered them­
scire, prisoners of war. XUII' the good woman, who had brought 

us water at the ri,k of her life, received the reward of her ser­
vices. Everyone threw a whole handful of money into her 
"1'1'<'11, alld she received alto:,:ether over twenty guineas. At 
,Ileh a moment. the heart seems to be specially susceptible to 
feeliuo:, of ;.:ratituue. 

At last. my husband sent to me a i'roolll with a message that 
I should come to him with our children. I, therefore, again 
seate,l lIIysclf in my deal' calash; and, in the passage through 
the Amcrican camp, I obser\'cd, with great satisfaction, that no 
one ca,t at us ""orl1f,,1 .~LlIll·CS. (hi the contrary, they all 
greeted me, LYen showing com]>a"sion On their countenances at 
seeing a mother with her little children in such a situation. I 
confess that I feared to C" '"le into the encmy's camp, as the 
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thing was so entirely new to me. When I approached the 
tents, a noble looking man came toward me, took the children 
out of the wagon, embraced and kissed them, and then with 
tears in his eyes helped me also to alight. "You tremble," 
said he to me, " fear nothing." "Xo," replied I, "for you are so 
kind, and have been so tender toward my children, that it has 
inspired me with courage." He then led me to the tent of 
General Gates, with whom I found Generals Burgoyne and 
Phillips, who were upon an extremely friendly footing with 
him. Burgoyne said to me, " You may now dismiss all your 
apprehensions, for your sufferings are at an end." I answered 
him, that I shonld certainly be acting very wrongly to h,we 
any more anxiety, when our chief had none, and especially 
when I saw him on such a friendly footing with General (;ates. 
All the generals remained to dine with Uencral (;ates. Thc 
man, who had r6ceived me so kindly, came up and said to me, " It 
may be embarrassing to you to dine with all these gentlemen; 
come now with your children into my teut, where I will giyc 
you, it is true, a frugal meal, but ono that will be accompanied 
by the best of wishes." "You arc certaiuly," answered I, " " 
husband and a father, since you show me so mnch kindness." 
I then learned that he was the American General ~'·III·Yl,E[t. 
He entertained me with excellent smoked tongue, beef-steaks, 
potatoes, good butter and bread. Never have I eaten a better 
meal. I was content. I saw that all around me were so like­
wise; but that which rejoiced me more than overy thing else 
was, that my hnsband was out of all danger. As soon as we 
had finished dinner, he invited me tn take up my residence at 
his house, which was situated in Albany, and told llle that 
General Burgoyne would, also, be there. I scnt and ,,,kl'd my 
husband what I should do. He sent mc word to accept the 
invitation; and as it was two days' journey from where we 
were, and already five o'clock in the afternoon, he advised me 
to set out in advance, and to stny ovcr night at a place distant 
about three hours' ride. General Schuyler was so obliging as 
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to send with me a French officer, who was a very agreeable 
man, and commanded those troops who composed the reconnoi­
tering party of which I have before made mention. As soon 
as he had escort cd me to the house where we were to remain, 
he went back. I found in this house a French physician, and 
a nlUrtally woun']!'I] Brunswick officer, who was under his care, 
and who dil,a a few daY" afterward. The wounded man extolled 
highly the good uursing of the d0ctor, who may have been a 

nry,kiJlful ,ur.e""", but was a young coxcomb. He rejoiced 
;.crl'atly whell he heard that I could 'peak his language, and 
began t" entertain me with all kinds of sweet speeches and 
imperlilll'lIcl','; among "Il,er thill;:s, that he could not believe 
it r"",ii)le that I was a 1'""l'ral',; wife, because a woman of such 
mnk would lIot certainly follow her hu,band into the camp. I 
"ught. therefore, to ,tay with him, for it was better to be with the 
('(lII'I11l'1'IIr" thall the conquered. I was beside myself with his 
ilI'"leIlCl', but dared not let him sec the contempt with which 
he ill'l,in',j me, because I had no protector. Wheu night came 
on he offered to share his room with me; but I answered, that 
I should remaiu in the apartment of the wounded officers, 
wlwrelll'lJlI he di;;trcs,c,j me still more with all kinds of foolish 
fiattl'l'ic", until, ,,,ddellly, the door opened and my husband 
and hi, adjutant entercd. "Here, sir, is my husband," said I 
to him, with a glance meant to annihilate him. Upou this 
he w;thdrew looking very sheepish. Yet, afterward, he was so 
polite as to i!iYe up his room to us. The day after this, we 
a!Tin,1 at Albany, where we had so often longed to be. But 

we came ""t. a, we supposed we should, as victors! 'Ve were, 
neycrtltell"" receiyed in the nlU",t friendly manuer by the good 
(;('IIl'ral :'cltllyler, and by his wife and daughters, who showed 

ll' the lI""t markcd e<Jurte",y, as, also, (;eneral Burgoyne, al­
tholli!1t he had - without any IIc('e,;sity it was said - caused 
their magnificently built houses t" be burned. But they treated 

'I' u, pcople who knew how to f;"',ed their own losses iu the 
misfortunes of otlter" E\'en (: eneral Burgoyne was deeply 
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moved at their magnanimity, and said to General Schuyler, "Is 
it to me, who have done you so much injury, that you show so 
much kindness!" "That is the fate of war," replied the brave 
man, "let us say no more about it." '" e remaiued three day,; 
with them, and they acted as if they were very reluctant to let 
us go. Our cook had remained in the city with the camp equip­
age of my husband, but the second night after our arrival, the 
whole of it was stolen from us, notwith:;talllling an .\merican 
guard of ten or twenty men had been deputed for it:; protection. 
Nothing remained to ns except the bcds of myself and children, 
and a few trifles that I had kept by me for my own usc - and 
this too, in a land whcre one could get nothing for money, and 
at a time when we were in want of many thillg,;; conse'luently, 
my husband was obliged to board his adjutant, 'Iuartermaster, ek., 

and find them in el'crything. The En.~lish officers-our friends, 
as I am justified in calling them, for during the whole of my 
sojourn in America they always acted as sueh -each one 1-!'C!VC 

us something. One gave a pair of spoons, another some plates, 
all of which we were obliged to use for a long time, as it was 
not until three years afterward, in Xew lork, that wc fonnd 
an opportunity, although at great eost, to re'i'L",c a few of the 
things we had lost. l?ortunately, I had kl'j,t by me my little 
carriage, which carried my baggage. ,\'; it was already very late 
in the season, and the weather raw, I had my calash covered with 
coarse linen, which in turn wa,; varnished over with oil; and 
in this manner we set Ollt on our journey to) Bostou, which was 
very tedious, besides being attended with considerable hardship. 

I know not whether it was my carriage that attracted the 
cnriosity of the people to it - for it certainly had the appear­
ance of a wagon in which they carry around rare auimals­
but often I was obliged to halt, because the people insisted upou 
seeing the wife of the German general with her children. For 
fear that they would teal' off the linen COI'crillg frolll the wagon 
in their eagerness to see me, I very often alighted, anJ by this 
llle:lnS got away more quickly. However, I mnst say that the 

l~ 
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pcople wcre yery friendly, and were particularly delighted at 
my bein;! able to 'peak E,,~li,h. which W,l,; tl]() language of 

their ~ull"try. 
In thc llIilbt "I' all my trials, huwl'Ycr, (;od so supported me, 

that I 1,,,( neither my fruli~h""'l'lJc", nor my spirits; but my 
puur huoband, who Ira' g"awl"} by grief on account of all that 
had l"'I'lwned, and on account, also, of his captivity, hecame by 
t]U':--l' ('tllJ. ... tallt ~t()lfl':l,!.!t'~. pc(!\'i:..:h in the highest degree, and 
could scarcely cudure them. His health had suff~rcd very 
gre:ltly. l',pe~ially by thc many damp nights that he had spent 
in the opcn air; 'illd he wa" therefore, often obli,l!cd to take 
medicine. One day, when he ,,'a, very sick from the effects of 
an l'llIetic. hc could not ,Iel']' on account of the noi"" that our 
American guard made, who never left us, but were continually 
,lrinkiu~ and l'aroll,iu;.: 11l'1;,re our very door; and wheu he sent 

tlll'''' a me""I,~l' l)('~~illg thcm t" keep 'luiet, they redoubled 
their noise. I resoll'cd to go out myself; and I said to them 
that my hu,band wa, sick, and be,~,~l'd that the;, would be less 
nu'"y. They at "<lce desi,tcl] from their merriment and all 
becamc ,till. ,Ie proof that this nation, also, have respect for 
our :-cx.. , 

:'"",e of tllI'ir genera],; who accompanied us were shoemakers; 
and upun our Iialtill,~,<la.\, they made boots for our officers, and, 
ab", wendcd nicely thc ,h"es of our sollliers. They set a great 
"alue upon our woney coinage; which, with them was scarce. 
(h,,' ,,1' our ,.tnl'C!'.' had worn Iii, b"uts entirely into shreds. He 
'<til' that an American general had on a """d pair, and said to 
himje,tingly, ., I will.~l;dly ,~il'c yuu a guinea for them." IUl~ 
mediately the ,~cllcral ali;':'hte(] from his horse, took the g'uinea, 
;!a I'e up hi,; boots, and put on the badly worn ones of the officer, 
and agaiu llJOullted his horse. 

At la,t We aITil'cl] at BU"t"ll; and our troops were quartered 
in barracb not far from Winter hill.* We were billeted at 

* "~inter hill, where mo:-;t of tljI' German prisoners w('re quartered, WUi'I. at that 
time. covered with wretched barracks. made ofboard!io. that had been erected therein 
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the house of a countryman, where we had only one room under 
the roof. :lIy women servants slept on the floor, and our men 
servants in the entry. Some straw, which I placed under our 
beds, served us for a long time, as I had with me nothing more 
than my own field bed. Our host allowed us to eat in his room, 
where the whole family together cat and slept. The man was 
kind, but the woman, in order to revenge herself for the trouble 
we brought upon her, cut up the prank, cyer}' time we sat down 
to table, of taking that time to comb out her children's heads, 
which were full of vermin - which very often entirely took 
away onr appetites. o\lld if we lJcggcd her to do this outside, 
or select another time for this operation, she would answer us, 
" It is my room, and I like to comb my children's hair at this 
time! " 'Ve were obliged, therefore, to be silent lest she should 
thrust us out of the house. 

One day the gentlemen of our party celebrated, in this filthy 
place, the birthday, I believe, of the queen of Eu~lall<1. unci 
drank on this occasion a great deal of wine. !\Iy oldest little 
danghters, Gustava and Frederica, who had noticed that the 
wine that was left over had been placed under the stairs, 
thought it would be a fine thing for them in their turu to drink 
the queen's health. They, accordingly, seated themseh'es be­
fore the door, and toasted so much - that is, drank hcalths­
that their little heads could not bear more. Frl'llcriea became 
sick of a fever, which ga'.'e me the morc allxiety as .,he had 
spasms with it, and I was entirely at a loss to kuolV the c,n"e. 
When, finally, natnre helped herself by Yomitiug, then I "'IV 
that it was the wine, and blamed the little maidens ;;reatly. who, 
however, replied that they, also, loyed the king and qneen, and 
could not, therefore, resist wishing them happiness. 

We remained three weeks at t 11 is place, until they transferred 
us to Cambridge, where they lodged uS in one of the most 

1775, fortbe purpose of aft' or ding a shelter (though a scanty onp) to the AnH'ri('ant'l 
while besieging General Gage in BostoD. 



140 LETTERS .loYD JOf"R.Y.1/,8 

beautiful hilUs",; lit' the place, which had formerly been built by 
the wcaltl, of the ronlisb, X cver had I chanced upon such an 

a"rceahle situatillll.· :-:l'I'l'1I families, who "ere connected with 
,':('h other, I'al'tly by the ties of relationship and part.ly by affec­
t ill II , had here 1,lI'Iu,;, gardens and magnificent house,;, and not 
far off l,lantatilllls of fruit. The owners of these were in the 
habit lit' daily meeting each other in the afternoons, uow at the 
house of one, and nlll\' at another, and making' themselves merry 
with lIIll'ie and the dance -liyill,~' in prllsperity, united and 
happy, until, alas! this ruinous war sevcred them, and left all 
thcir h"",,,s dl',;ulate except two, the proprietors of which were 

also soon (Jldi~·t'll to flee . 
.\"(111 .... (If UUf ~,]lItlclllcn w('re allowed to p:o into Bo~ton. 

('urill,ity and lle,ire Ul'!,!ed me to pay a visit to Madame ('arter, 
the ,jall;cl,tcl' of (:ellel'al :-:dlllyh-r, and I dined at her house 
sen'ral tillll's, The city, tlll'uug!.IIut, is pretty, but inhabited 
by violent I'atriots, and full of wicked people, The women, 
L"speeially, were so shameles,;, that they regarded me with re­
p"!,!"allce and enn "pit atme when I passed by them, :Madame 
Carter 1\"" as gentle and good a" her parents, hut her husband 
was wicked and treacherous, :-:he came often to visit us, and 
also dined at our house with the other generals. ",Ye "''''ght to 
show them hy eyery llIea",' Ollr gratitude, They seemed, also, 
to have llIuch friendship fur us; and yet, at the same time, this 
llliserable ('artL'I', when the English General Howe had burned 
lllallY hamlets and ",,,,II tow"", llIade the horrible proposition to 
the Alllcri,'ans to chop off the heads of our generals, salt them 
down in slllall barrels, and send oycr to the English one of 
t llt',e barrels for every hal1llet or little town burned down; but 
this barbaro",' S\l,~'!.!cstion fortunately was not adopted, 

During my sojourn at Bristol, in England, I had l1Iade the 
acquaintance of a Captain Fenton, from Rosten, to whom the 
Alllerican,;, upon the breaking out of the war, had sent a sum-
11I0ns, but which, true tll his kill~, he would not obey, l- pOll 

this, the WOIlIen lit' the exasperated rabble seized his wife- a 
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woman deserving of all esteem - and his very beautiful 
daughter of fifteen years, and without regard to their good­
ness, beanty or modesty, stripped them naked, besmeared them 
with tar, rolled them in feathers, and, in this condition, led 
them through the city as a show. What might not be expected 
from such people, inspired with the most bitter hatred: 

In the same manner, there were two brothers who had loved 
each other very mnch, one of whom had espoused the side of 
the king, and the other that of the republicans. The former, 
desiring again to see his brother, obtained permission and paid 
him a visit. His brother received him with great joy, and said 
to him, "How rejoiced am I to see you return tu the good 
cause!" "Xo, my brother," answered the ruyalil't, "I remain 
true to my king, but this shall not hinder me from loving 
you." At this, the American sprang up in a fury, seized a 
pistol, and threatened to shoot him if he did not instantly 1'1) 
away. All the representations of the good brother, that their 
differences of opinion should not· alter his love, availed '!IIthing. 
The other exclaimed, "Only myoId love for you hinders me 
from shooting you this very moment, for every royalist is my 
enemy." And he would certainly have carried out his threat if 
his brother had not finally made his escape. .\ 1l1lo"t every 
family was disunited; and I saw here that nothing is more 
terrible than a civil war. With such people we were obliged 
to live, or see no one whatever! I naturally preferred the 
latter. 

General Phillips was, and remained, ever our kind allel sin­
cere friend, and we saw much of him. Our house, also, was 
constantly full of Englishmen, after we learned that it was con­
sidered by them polite nsage to invite them to call again. 
Before we knew this, we observed, to our astoni;,;hment, that 
some conrteons people, whom we had received kindly, came not 
again. After this we adopted the same custom, and fvund it 
very convenient, since ODe could make a selection of those 
whose company was most agreeable. Still, a few persons fa-
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,ored us with their presence una,kc.l. who were, a:< the English 

term it, " barefaced." 
"Tllile in ('ambricl.~c. I saw an entire house carried off upon 

IOll.~· lo~s, to the ell,l, of ",hi"h they had attached wheels. 
The hOIl-e i" raised by a screw, the logs shoved underneath it, 
aud the building is then movd readily.* 

Un the 3d of .June, 177:-:. I """'e a ball aud supper in cele­
bration of th~ birtllllay of my hmbaud. I had invited to it all 
the ~cllerals and officers, The ('arters, also, were there. Gene­
ral nllr,~oylle sellt an eXCl"" after he had made us wait till 
ei,~ht o'clock in the eveniug. lIe invariably excused himself, 
"II variot" pretenses, from coming to see us, until his departure 
for England, when he came ant! made me a great many apolo­
gies, but to which I roacll' no other answer than that I should 
be cxtremely sorry if he had gone out of his way on our 
account. ,,-e danced cOllsidl'rahly, and onr cook prepared us a 
IIla~lIilicelit sUI'per of more than ei,c:hty eo,ers. ~Ioreovcr, our 
court-yard and garden were illuminated. ,\s the birthday of 
the king of Englaud came upon the following ,lay, which was 
the fourth. it Was n,,,,h'ct! that we would not separate until his 
health had beell drank; which was done with the most hearty 
attachment to his persun and his interests. 

:\ever, I believe, has" (;'ld save the Kill~" been sung with 
lllUre eutlIll.,ia"" or llIore i':enuine ;!"ut! will. Even both my 
olde,t little daughtel's were there, having staid up to Eee the 
illulllillati"ll. ,\11 ('YC' werc full of tears; and it seemed as if 
cvcry one I,re,",ut was prond to haye the spirit to venture to 
do this iu the midst of our enemies. EYen the Carters could 
not shut tlleir hearts against us. ,h soon as the company 
separated, we pereeiyed that the whole house was surrounded 

* This .\Tl1I'rican m'll1ncr ofmoYill~ hOU";l'l' i~ no; unknown to the English at the 
pr(,:-'l'llt day as it W<1" to 'rr~. Rie£le~cl almo~t £I century HIIC·('. ~\ gentleman Ia!'t 
year (1:-ifili). chnncin!,! to be in a compall}" of illli'lli!,!l'llt and educated English people, 
in EIl~lalid. alluded, in thl' ('Our:-'l' of con\"l'r~atioll. to this custom, upon which his 
hean']' . ., thought he designed to hoax them; nor wa'" it until he had convinced them 
of baving no such intention that they could be induced to credit it! 



OF MRS. GENERAL RIEDESEL. lefS 

by Americans, who, having seen so many people go into the 
house, and having noticed, also, the illumination, suspected that 
we were planning a mutiny, and if the slightest disturbance 
had arisen, it would have cu,t us dear. The Americans, when 
they desire to collect their troops to;.<ether, plaee burning 
torches of pitch upon the hill tops, at which signal everyone 
hastens to the rendezvous. We were once witnesses of this, 
when General Howe attempted a landing at Boston in order to 
rescue the captive troops. They learned of this plan, as usual, 
long beforehand, and opened barrels of pitch, whereupon, for 
three or four successive days, a large number of people, without 
shoes and stockings, and with guns on their backs, were seen 
hastily coming from all directions, by which means so many 
people came together so soon that it would have been a very 
difficult thing to effect a landing. 

We lived very happily and contented ill Cumbriclge. and 
were, therefore, well pleased at the idea of remain ill.!.!; there 
during the captivity of our troops. "h w'inter approached, 
howe\"er, we were ordered to Yirginia.* ~uw I was forced to 
consider how I should safely carry the colors of our (:crmun 
regiments still further, as we had made the ,\mericans at 
Saratoga believe that they were burnt up - a circumstance 
which they at first took in bad part, though, afterwards, they 
tacitly o\"erlookcd it. But it was only the staves that had been 
burned, the colors having been thus far concealed. ~"W, my 
husband confided to rue this secret, and entrusted me with their 
still further concealment. I, therefore, shut myself in with a 
right honorable tailor, who helped me make a mattress in \\"hich 

* The cause of this order was Clinton's declaration that since the COlIYl'IltiUll 

troops (i, c. those who surrendered at Saratoga I. Wl're not ackno,\vlcdgcd as such, 
but looked upon in the same light as ordinary pri,.ou('r:-:. of W8r, he wa:o. no longer 
disposed to forward provisions to them, or pay the .. exorbitant bills of the 
Americans," cODl!lcql1cntIy congress lllU:'t maintain the prisoners itself. A~ the 
country in the vicinity of Boston ,nl:O; very"deficient in provisions, the Convention 
troops were accordingly ~ent to Yirgioi&, which, it was thought, would be better 
able to furnish the needful snppJies. 
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we H'w",l everyone of them. ('aptain O'Connell, under pre­
ten,e of .-ome errand, wa~ seut to Xcw York, and passed the 
mattre,,; off as his bed. He '<'lit it tu Halifax, where we again 

found it on our pa'-"'g" from X l'W York to Canada, and where­
in order t" ward off all oU'I,icion in case our ship should be 
taken - I transferred it into my ea))in, and slept, during the 
whole of the relllainill.~ voyage to Canada, upon these honorable 

j,:lI]~l". 

While we were on the point of taking our departure, I dis­
corere,] that our c""k. 11'1"..-" receipts I had luckily received 
daily. had paid nothing whatever; and they brought to me 
u'!paid bills which amounted tu the SUllI of one thousand rix 
thaler,. .'II)' hmball<l had him arreste.I. But he slipped off 
and wcut iuto the servicc of' I ;"nerall :ates, who found him too 
expensivc; wlierellJ"'u he weut t" General La Fayette, who 
afterwards h ,Id us that "he would answer only for a king! " 
.'Ily husban.1 wished him well on account of his skillfulness in 
c"oking', which was very great. But the scoundrel had con­
ceived a hatred against llIe, bcca",e I watched him. I have 
always believed, also, that he had a ,hare in the robbery of my 
hu,j,awr, c'Juil'age at .\Ibany. ". e afterwards found him in 
.'i ew Yurk in the greate,t poycrty. lIe had seduced and ran 
away with the wife of an American, and afterwards deserted 
her, because he was in such an indigent situation that he was 
""t able (0 "upport her . 

.'11.1' h",)alld had often a kind of nervous and anxious feeling, 
hy reasOIl of \\'hich he was ncyer c'''y unless he was walking or 
workill.~ in the ;!arden. I, therefore, always took care, when­
enr we changed our fjUarters, to have a garden made in a 
suitable place. This was lIut difficult, neither did it cost much, 

as alnlO,t all Our soldiers understood garden work, and were, 
be,i.lcs. glad of an opportullity to earn something. I thanked 
(;",] now more thun cVer that he had given me courage to follow 

m)' hu,band. The ."riel' of beill;! in captil'ity, the unpleasant 
situation of our tro"I's, and the want of news from his father-
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land - all these things threw him into deep despondency. 
Yet how mnch more had he suffered when he had no one to 
divert him, and when he had often been a whole half year and 
even longer without receiving intelligence from us! How 
joyful am I, even now, when I think back upon those times, 
that I resisted all those who would ha,e prevellterl me from 
performing my duty and following the inclillation with which 
my tender love had inspired me; and that I faithfully shared 
all his sorrows and his cares! 

It was in the month of November, 1/78. that wc recei,'ed the 
order to go to Yirginia. My husband, fortunately, found "­
pretty English wagon, and bOIli!·ht it for me, so that, as hefore, I 
was enabled to travel easily. )Iy little Gustava had entreated one 
of my hnsband's adjutants, Cal,tain Edmonston, not to leave us 
on the way. The confidingmanncr of the child touched him, and 
he gave his promi,c and faithfully kcpt it. I traveled always 
with the army, and often over almost impa,salJle roads.* Thc 
captain, who was very strong and always at hand, 'prang from 
his horse at every dangerous Jllace, and held (lur W:l.~(lIl. Our old 
yliger, Ilockel, who was with me and mls much delighted at this 
assistance, as he was very llIuch fatigued, often sat (Juietly 011 his 
box and contented himself with crying, " Captain!" Instantly 
he was down frJ)1tl his horse. I did not like him to use such 

* A glimpse of that which ~ll's. Riedesel endured on thi~ journey is afforded U~ hy 
the following graphic description of onc scene on the march, from the dia?, of one 
of the Gennan officers who wa~ with )Ir~. Riede~l'l and the troopl4 ut the hme: 

\I The roads were covered by a glazed fl'o~t j and a (:old and piercing wind drove 
the snow and rain into the fnces of the marching troops, Being very much weak­
ened by thl'ir previous privations, they were unable to reach their dl'~i.:;natl'd 

quarters for the night, and therefore halted at midnight in a wood, where they 
bivouacked in their drenched clothes, without even ~traw upon which to lie down. 
It was an awful night of storm and teI11Pl'~t. :\akl'd l'ol'k~. like ~o many phantoms, 
pointed towards the heavens j mountain ~tl'l'alll~ dal:ihed ull('elh·ill;:ly OWl' mighty 
pieces of rock; and in the ploughed up ravines ~tood lofty, dark firs, in whose tops 
the wind whistled dismally. Tbe prisoners endea\'ored to shelter themselves as 
well as they could, from the blowing gale and the falling ~llOW and rain, by tnking 
refuge in the deep crevices of the rocks and the dense thickl'f~." 

J!I 
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freedom; but it amused the good captain so much that he begged 

me not to n"tiec it. 
I had always provi,iuns with me, but carried them in a second, 

small wag'ull, "\s this could not go as fast as we, I was often in 
want "I' eYer), thillg, Once, when we were passing a town called 
IIertford,* where we made a halt, which, by the way, happened 
e\'cry fourth day, we met (:l'lIcral J~a Fayette, whom my hus­
band illvited to dinner, as otherwise he would have been unable 
to find any thing to cat. This placed me in ratller an awkward 
dilemllla, as I knew that he loved a good dinner. Finally, 
however, I Jllana~l'd tv glean from what provisions I had on 
hand l'lIough to make him a vcry respectable dinner. He was 
so polite and agreeable that he pleased us all very much. He 
had lllallY _\mcricans in his train, who were ready to leap out of 
their skin fiJI' vexation, at hearing us 'IJcak constantly in French. 
Perhaps they feared, on seeing Uil on such a friendly footing 
with him, that we would be able to alieuate him from their 
cause, or that he would coufide thillgs to us that we ought not 
to know. Ilc spoke much "f England, and of the kindness 
which the king had ,hown him in having had all objects of 
illtere,t shown to him, I could not keep myself from asking 
him how he could find it in his heart to accept so many marks 
of kindness from the king, when he was on the point of depart­
ing in order to fig ht against him. {-pUll this observation of 
llJine he appeared somewhat ashamed, and answered me, "Itis 
true that "Il'h a thought l"l"cd through my mind one day, 
when the king offered to show me his fleet. I answered that 
I IlUj'i'(j tu 'l'e it some day; and then quietly retired, in order 
to escal,e fr"ll! thl' embarra"ment of being obliged to decline, 
point blallk, the offer, should it be repeated." Some, however, 
charged him with being a spy in England, upon which he 
ilumediately went tu America. 

One day we came t" a pretty little place, but our supply 

* Hartford, CODD. 
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wagon not having been able to follow us, we could not endure 
our hunger longer. Observing a quantity of butcher's meat in 
the honse in which we put up, I begged the hostess to let me 
have some. " I have," answered she, "several different kim],;. 
There is beef, veal, and mutton." My mouth already watered 
at the prospect. "Let me have some," I said, "I will pay you 
well for it." Snapping her fingers almost under my \"ery ll'lSe, 
she replied, " Yon shall not have a morsel of it. Why have 
you come out of your land to kill us, aud waste our goods aud 
possessions? N ow you are our prisoners; it is, therefore, 
our turn to torment you." "i'ee," rejoined I," these poor 
children, they are almost dead with hunger." :'hc remained 
inflexible. But when, finally, my three and a half year old 
little daughter, Caroline, came up to her, seized her by the 
hand, aud said to her in English, ,. G .. ""I woman, I am very 
hungry!" She could not longer withstand her: she took her 
in a room and gave her an c!!c;. " Xn," said the g",,,1 little 
child, "I have still two sisters." At t Ii is the woman "'as 
touched, and gave her three eg·.~', saying, "I am just as angry 
as ever, but I cannot withstand the child." i'h" then became 
more gentle, and offered me bread and milk. I made tea for 
ourselves. The woman eyed us longingly, for the .\lIIl·ric;<I" 
love it very much; but they had resolved to drink it no longer, 
as the famous dnty on the tea had ,,("("asinlled the war. I 
offered her a cup, and pom·ed out for her a saucer of tea. Thi., 
mollified her completely, and she begged me to follow her into 
the kitchen, where I found the husband goawing at a pig',; tail, 
while his wife, to my great satisfaction, brought out of the cellar 
a basket of potatoes. When she came back he reached out to 
her his tit· bit. She ate some of it, and p:avc it back to him in 
a little while, when he again began to feast upon it. I saw this 
singular mutual entertainment with amazement and disgust; 
but he believed that hunger made me begrudge it him, and 
he reached out to me the already thoroughly gnawed tail. 
What should I do? Throw it alray. and not only injnre his 
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feelings, but lose my loved basket of potatoes! I accordingly 
t"uk it, pretcnueu to cat it, and quietly threw it into the fire. 
We had now made our entire peace with them. They gave me 

lily p"tat"t:';, and I made a good supper off them, with excellent 
butt cr. But besides this, they movcu us illt" three pretty 

roulllS with ,~H(I(l IjL'll~. 

The next lIlornill).; we a~a in set "ut on our journey, and still, 
on eytry hanu, drew upon us the curiosity of the inhabitants. 

r 1'''11 reachill:C: the bank of the II uuson rivel', * we were fluar­
ten·,l at the h,,".'c of a boatman, where we were given, as a 
special mark of j,m)r, a halffinished room without windows. 

,,' e hung our t.l'd clothes lwl')l'l' them, anu :.;lept upon some 
straw, as our l)a;!.~a).'e wa;,:ulI was bruken, and we had, therefore, 
no ))l'lk In cou,erjuence of tllis accident, also, we had, unfor­
tunately, neither collce, nor tea, nor sligar, which had often, 

upon this j"lHIH'Y ""l"titlltc,l our only refreshment. Our 
landlady, a I'tl'icct fury, finally allowed us, on the lollowing 
mO\'l]ill;!, when our thill).'s had arrived, to bl'eakfuot in her 

room, '" it W", in the lUonth of llecttllt.er, and we could not 
lUake a' fil'c ill our room. But we were unable to induce her to 
let us haye a tal)I" t" ""l'selYl':';; and we were not once permitted 
to :.;it. down to her:.;. until she, with her children and senants, 
had filli.,bl',l j'l'l,,,kl,,,t, which r",,,i.-tl',j of Wh3t had t.C1'1l left 

* .:"I1r .... IUl'dt.' .. e1 and the troop:-. ~tntck the Hndson at I<'jshkill. 'When th('Y ar· 
rived at that place. Wa ... hill~t()ll. Oil horl'!l'hack. attended hy hi~ ~tatf. l'aw them 
march hy. ;\ journal of a Brnll~wick officer, :-;peakill;! of the American commander­
in-chicf on this oCl'u ... ioli. nuh l']Y l'ay:- : - .. He re,"il"H'd all onr diYisiol1f1, and WfiS 
Y('ry polite to onr ()llkn.... All that. in general, can be !;aid on the subject of the 
:--aid :.!~lll·ral amounts to this; tbat it is a pitS, a man of his character and tall'lIt~ 
is a rcbe1ln hh:. king." 

~r]'". Ricdcl'cl and the first diYi..:ion of the troop .... reached Lancaster in the latter 
part of December. The credulou:-. inhabitants of that town had h('('n hoaxed with 
the ~toIT. that the king of EIl"-.':lal)(l had made a present of the worthy town of Lan­
('u:-tn to (:l'neral J:i1'dt'~eL to reward him for hb lOt'nice". and that the latter had 
now come to takl' }lo~"l''':-i()11 of the place with hi", troops. The irritation of the 
people, accordingly, \nl'" so ron~cd a;;aill:--t the German :.!l'lleral. that serious conse­
qnl'Ill'('~ were at fir .. t feared j and it wa,: a 10llg time before they could be convinced 
uf thl' fabity of the report. 
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over from the evening meal, viz: cabbage, ham, and the like, 
with coffee and coarse sugar. They left us a fil thy table, which 
we were first obliged to clean before we could use it. And yet 
they insisted that we should put every thing in order, and re­
place the cups aud saucers in a perfectly clean condition: c\t 
the least remonstrauce they pointed us tu the door. She did 
all this to torment us, for she was an anti.royalist. C IlfiJrtu­
nately, a storm, with adyerse winds, callJe up, so that we, as the 
boatman assured us, could not cross the river without dall.~er. 
The wicked woman insisted, n0twithstanding, that \l'e should 
go; and it was only after many entreatie." that \l'e obtained 
permission to remain two days longer. (til the third day, the 
hnsband, with a pp-rplexed air, camc and announced tu us that 
we must go. I entreated hillJ to think of our daui-(er, and at 
least to accompany us, as I should then have more "oura"e to 
attempt the passage over. lIe promised to tuke us over him­
self; and we embarked upon a little boat with one sail; but as 
he shoved it from the land, our man 'I'rallg ul' amI out uf the 
boat, and left us only one sailor, who did not undcrstand very \l'dl 
how to guide the tiller. We were, therefore, on account of his 
unskillfulness, and the contrary winds, driven hither amI thither 
in the river for more than five hours, until, at lust after a thou­
sand anxieties, we landed upon the ol'l",site shore. 1':\l'll then 
we were still obliged to wade up to the knees thr""i'h '111101'''''. 

till we came to the house of ('"IUlIei ll"r],,,1'Il * --:1 very rich 
man, where we were tl) lodge.t 

'" Prohably Osborn. 

l' )II'i"\. Riedesel does not exagg'crntc the peril of her pa~~a~l' IH'l'()~~ the Hudson in 
this storm; and knowing men :1f the timl' \nn' "urpri"l'd that she c~capcrl without 
accident. Indeed

1 
the treatment "Ill' received fl'OID the inhabitants of the towns 

through which she passed on this journey. wa" "l1l'h a~ to l'xdll' the indigna­
tion of Colonel Troup, who had beell detailed to accompany the party to its 
destination. In a letter to (~elll'ral (;atl'"". dated at Sll""~('X Court lJ(lll~('. January 
3d, 1'j'j~', Colonel Troup write8: .. Yoll cannot imagine what difficulties WI.' hud to 
overcome on our murch hither. 1'be people of almost l'H'ry house where we 
stopped, seemed to delight in rcndt~ring our stay with them:l"" unpleasant 8S they 
possibly could. I am sOn'Y to add, that they behaved \'ery impropedy to Lady 
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In that place, I hau a small !'CIom, it is true, but a good 
one, fur myself, husband, children, and both my maids; in 
which, however, the adjutants had to take breakfast, dinner 
and tca. .\, I wished to change my stockin!!s on account 
of my feet being cOlllpletely ,,,a Ii ,.,1. I beg,C!'c,l our officers to 

go out long enough 1"'1' me to do this. In the meantime 
till'S went into the kitchen to warm themselyes, and while 
th~re, suddculy the host came in, took them by the arms, ex­
claiming at the same time, " Here, you nasty royalists! is it not 
~nongh that I harbor you; can y"u not sometimes leave me in 
\,eace {" He had just e"IlIC in from the field; and in his coarse 
cloth "'arment,, his long beard, and his dirty linen, looked so 
like a bear, that we trelllbled before him. IIis wife, however, 
Was kind. On the f;,ll"willg day, which was Sunday, she 
ue,~,,,c(l IIIC to drink (·"tfee with her after dinner. Scarcely had 
I seated myself, when the husband entered looking much more 
r~:.;pectable, as he had :.;haved himself, and put on his Sunday 

linen. .\:; 1 euuld not yet forget the scene of the day before, 
I !!"t up and wished tu leaye the room. But he shut the door 
and ,,,kl'li m_e, I. ,\rc you afraid of me?" c, :\n," auswered I, 

,. I alll afraid of n" one, lI"t eYen the devil, whom you so resem­
bled }c:.;terduy." "But tIHlay'" replied he, "I look much 

Rielll':-'l'1. They could not di8mi~s from their minds the crueHy with which our 
pri;>:oner~ hu\'e been treated, Part of them were afraid of being plundered, others of 
being murdered by U"'. A young- woman, who had been married only s.hortly before, 
wept continually, crying and )!Iw. .. hing her tedh for almost two hours running, 
IUI·re'1.\' because I a~ked hel' to let Lady Hil'de""'j !-Icl'p in her chamber, where she 
kept !lome gown~, petticoal:-:. pot:-:. and the like. The rudeness with which they 
tr('ak(l U8, of eYer), degree and kind, \\'11:-: carried to such a point, that since my 
dl'ptlrture from ('ambrid~I.', I hayc ulway:-: ~tood in thc ~rl.'atl':-:t fear. Lady Riedesel, 
the general and hi:-: family, haYe testified to me, in ('\'cry way, their esteem and 
kilHhl.e~ .. , .\ few minull: .. a;;o, they and the Children, before :-:etting out for Easton, 
were III the be:--t ~tatc of health." And in another letter to (;ate:-;. ~hortly after, he 
'\:rite~: .. The army 11<1 .. made a ~tand at .:'!Iiddlebrook; and the Officer, who wa~ 
dl~patched by Lord :-;r,_'rJill::"; to attl'nd Lady Hi('de~e1 to Virginia, as--ures me that 
thl'y are :\'eU 8ath;fied with their lod::,rings, In ~pite of his assurances, howeyer, I 
caullot dl .. en;,;age lIly",'lf fr'lill my private opinion, which, I am persuaded, does not 
much differ from yours." 
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better." "Yes," said I, "nevertheless, I desire to get out of 
the way of further discourtesies." My demeanor, instead of 
vexing, pleased him. He took me by the hand, and urged me 
to sit down again in my chair. "I am not so bad as you thiuk," 
said he, "yon please me, and if I had no wife I would many 
you." "But," rejoined I, "how do you know that I would 
have you?" "That," said he, " we should soon see. I am very 
rich; the whole landscape, as far as ,YOU can see, is mine, my 
wife is already old; I think, therefore, you had better remain 
here." From this moment, I could have had every thing that 
the house afforded; for the good. wife was delighted tu share 
with me all that she herself was accustomed to have. 

We were obliged to remain here eight days in ordcr to give 
our troops time to cross the river, which, on account of the 
scarcity of suitable boats, was very tedious. Our third stopping 
place for the night from this place, was at the house of" German, 
where we were well lodged and well fed. The old man, it 
seemed, was the son of a coachman who had been in the service 
of Count Gortz in nermany. In his twelfth year, his father 
on one occasion chastised him on account of some ru"uish 
prank. Thereupon he resolved to rnn away; and chance led 
him to London. Servants were at that time often sent thence 
to the American colonies, and he was also sent over with one 
of these companies. As his lucky star would have it he fell 
into the hands of a kind mastel', who, takill).! a fallcy tu him, 
had him well educated, and. after somc years of' service, gave 
him some land to cultivate, as was custumary iu this countr}', 
after one had served out his apprcnticeship. lIe was very active 
and indnstrious, and soon found himself in a position to take a 
lease of it from his master, who, finally, when he observed how 
every thing prospered under his hands, ).!ave him his daughter 
for a wife. The man had nine sons who were also farmers; 
and the only thing that disturbed his happiness was, the thought 
of having left his father, to whom, however, he often sent 
money. As he knew that the Riedesel family were neighbors 
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alld friends of (; iirtz, he took "",,,,d care of us, and was exceed­

in;.,]y ;.:rieYClI when we again set out on onr jonrney . 
. \t allothcr time we had our 'Iuarters for the night at the 

Ilou,,, of a ('ololld Howe. to whom I thought I was paying a 
('olllplilllClIt ],y ,,,king him if he was a relation of the English 

t i"lItral? "n",1 forbid," answered he, very much affronted," he 
is lI"t 'YllrtllY of it." They said that this colonel was a brave 
man. "'hen he was III,t in the field bnt at home, he plowed 
his ane., hi1ll8elf, and bnsied himself with his huusehold affairs. 
Ill' lIad a du""htcr four!<"'11 yean; ,,1,1, pretty. but of a wicked 

,Ii"p""itiun. "\" I was once sittin;.: with her before a good ehim­
II"), fire, ,he' !C'aze,! at the ,~llIwill;': coa!", and cried out" Oh, if 
I only had the kill,~ of' England here, with what satisfaction I 
,,",,!.I Cllt his ]JOd)' in piece,. teal' ont his heart, dissect it, put it 
IlpOU tlll'.-e coak and cunsume it !" I IUliked at her with horror, 
and said." I am almost ashamed to belong to a sex that is capable 
of takin.~· such pleasnre." I 1"",1' ne,'er been able to forget this 
,1"te'taIJle girl; and I was ,~:1ad til get away from this house, 
altllOll,,-h. in lither respects, we were very well treated. 

]l"lure \1'1' pas,ed the s'H'alled Blue monntains,.we were forced 
til make a still further halt of eight days, that our troops might 
have time til ('"lIee! t""ether again. In the mean time such a 
;.:reat 'ilialltity of SIlII\\, fell, that four of our servants were obliged 
til go l,ef'IIre my wag'on on horseback, in order to make a path 

fiJI' it. \\' e 1""'''',1 through a picturesque portion of the country, 
which. JIII\\'(,,,er. tly rCa,IIll of its wildu",;s, inspired us with terror. 
()i'tCII we were ill dall,~el' of our lives while going along these 
break· neck l'<""b; and more than all this we snffered from cold, 
and what \\'a, was still worse, from a lack of l,ru"isions. 'V hen 
we arri"ed in Yirginia, and \"ere only a day's journey from the 
l'la('e of our destination, we had actually n"thing more remaining 

but our tea, and none of us could "btain any thing but bread 
and butter. A "IIlllltryumn, whom we met on the way, gave 
me on I y a hand full of acrid fruits. _ \ t noon we came to a dwell­
ing where I heg,gc',l fur something tl) cat. They refused me with 
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hard words, saying that there was nothing for dogs of Royalists. 
Seeing some Turkish meal * lying around, I begged for a conple 
of hands full, that I might mix it with water and make bread. 

The woman answered me " :>0, that is for our 110."ruc,. who work 
for us, but you have wished to kill u,." C"l'tain Edmonston 
offered her from me, tw" guineas for it, as my children were 
so hungry. But sl:1e said, " :>ot for a hundred would I give you 
any; and should you all die of hunger, it will be so much the 
better." At this reply, the captain became so provoked, that he 
wished to take it by force. I, however, entrl'ate'] him, in order to 
prevent disturbance, to' keep quiet, as we, perhaps, would soon 
come across better disposed people. But alas that did not hap­
pen! 'Ve did not once meet with even a hut. The roads were 
horrible, the horses completely tired out, my three childre~ ex­
hausted by huuger, very wan, and I fol' the filA. time was tho­
roughly dishearteued. Captain 1>:,IIIIII1],tOIl. exceedingly touched 
at this sight, went from ilia" to lIlan t" see if he could not obtain 
Bomething to eat. ,\ t last he ]'eceived 1'1'''111 one of the drivers 

of our baggage-wagons, " piece of old hrea(1, a (juartcr "I' a 
pound's weight, which had beeu c"u,i,]cr,,]'ly gnawed at, since, 
on account of its hard"c,;,. no oue could bite "ff the smallest 
piece. The instaut he brought it to us. joy sparkled in the eyes 
of the childreu. I was about to give the first picel' tu Caroliue 
as the youngest. " No," said the kind child, " my sisters are more 
hungry than I." Gustava and FI'l"lcril'a alsu refused to take it, 
wishing to leave it for their little sister. I therefure didded it 
and gaveit to all three to eat. Tears ran down both lJIy cheeks; 
and the good Edmonstou wa, so affected, that he was unable 
longer to endure the sight. If I had at all,)' time rcfused a picce 
of bread to the poor, I should have thought that (:",1 wished uow 
to punish me for it. The kind driver, who had >'0 willingly 
given us his last piece of' bread, received a guinea froll! Captain 

* Indian meal. 
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Edmollston, and, on our arrival at thc place of our destination, 

a larl:e stock of bread for hi, return journey. 
TI~e place of our llestination was ('olie in Yirginia, where my 

husband, who had gone ahead with om troops, awaited us with 
impatient longing. \\' e arri\'ed here about the middle of Feb­
rual'\'. 177!1, having, on our journey, passed through the pro­
~inc~s of Conllecticut, Xew lork. Xew Jersey, Pennsylvania 
and 3Iaryland, and having tra\'eled in twelve weeks, six hundred 
and sel',·nty,ei.c;ht English miles. The house in which we lived, 
and the entire estate. belonged to an Italian,* who, as he was to 
be ub"ent for some tiwe, ga ve it up to us. ". e looked forward 
IUllgingly to the del,arture of himself, wife and daughter, for 
lIot ulIly II<" the house smull, but 1I"'l'e than all, the scarcity of 
provisiuns scemed to trouble them-a circumstance which caused 
tbe husband to exercise a kill dof guardiamhil' over us. Thus, 
wheu he had a raw killed, he gave us on the first day, nothing 
more than the head, the neck, aud the giblets, although I repre­
s"nte,j to him that more than t \\'enty persolls wcre to make a meal 
off them. lIe assUl'e,lme that a ri.~ht g"ud soul' might be made 
of t h"se art ides. all,j .~avc us IJl'Cii,les, twu heads of cabbage, with 
whic!.. and halfof a putrid ham, we were obliged to be satisfied. 

The tr,,0l's had been expected earlier, and accordingly Dlany 
oxen and swine had heeu killed for food j and, as salt was very 
scarce, they cut the meat into quarters, placed it in a vault in 
the eartlt, aud ,,·atter,·a between the pieces ashes instead of salt 
which answered equally as well. But as in this part of the 
cUlIlItry, the SUIl. eyell ill .January, often shines out very warm, 
all the tOjJ layers were spoiled. The meat was brought to us on 
a wheel-barrow j but we were often obliged to throw the whole of 
it away, although SOluctillle, we could wash it, in which case we 
salted alld huug it up in smuke. The day of our arrival, when 
I had '"arcel} enuugh for dinner to satisfy us alone, I saw with 
(cal''', eip;ht of our "fficers ride up just before dinner. What 

* The name of thi., Italian is snpposed to have been )[azzl'i. 
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could we do but share with them the little we had? The troops 
were stationed at Charlottsville, two honrs ride from us. To 
reach them we were obliged to go through a very beautiful piece 
of woods. At first they endured many privations. They occu­
pied block-houses, which, however, were without plaster, and des­
titute of doors and windows, so that they were very cold inside. 
They worked, however, with great industry to build themselves 
better dwellings; and, in a short time, I saw a pretty little town 
spring up. Behind each barrack, they laid out gardens and 
constructed pretty little inclosure~ for poultry. Afterwards, 
when the old provisions were consumed, they received fresh llleat 
and meal enough to make hread. As this latter ,,·as Indian 
meal, it served them for omelets and dUlllplill.!.!:'; so tlwt ""w they 
were in want of nothing but money. Y cry little of this latter 
commodity was sent to them by the English, and it waS diffi­
cult sometimes to obtain credit - a circumstance which often-
times gave great inconvenience to the common soldiers. 

In the middle of the month of February the fruit trees. which 
were already in blossom, were all killed by the night-frost. 
As soon as the temperature of the air would allow, we had the 
garden and the field tilled and planted; and, as our landlord 
went off three weeks after, we took possessiou of every thing­
swine, wild turkeys, etc. Some of the latter weighed over fifty 
pounds, and were perfectly tame; but when spriug came, they 
all flew off to hatch their eggs, which they had laid in the j~Jre"ts. 
We gave them up for lost, but they all camo back aud brought 
with them a great number of young ones. 

We had built for us a large house, with a great drawing-room 
in the centre, and upon each side two rooms which cost my 
husband one hundred guineas. It was exceedingly pretty. 

Many of the negroes brought us every thing that we needed, in 
the shape of poultry and vegetables. En,r.' week, Gcneral 
Phillips and ourselves killed, by turns, an ox and two pigs. 
Very soon we wanted nothing. But the heat bothered us very 
much in summer; and we lived in constant terror of rattle-
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snakes. The frnits also were eaten into, by three kinds of 
ticb. \r e had, lllOrCOYCr, yery heayy thunder-storms, lasting 

for fiye or six day' at a time, and accompanied by tempests 
which tore up by the roots more than one hundred trees in our 
YIClntly. The trees stood very loosely, alld their roots were 
I i,~htl}' covered, as the strollg winds blew away from them the 
earth, which was IIlo,tl}, sand, Besides all this, the negroes 
allll hcnblllen oftell Illade fires under the trees, for which they 
(,'II'cd ""thing_ ]:.1' reason of thi" the trees were more easily 
bluwn uown. Ui'll'lI whole i'urc,(s were set on fire, and hurned 
down in ,mler to obtain new land. At night, we were obliged 

t" lean our wincl"lI's open, that ,,-e might be ahle to draw ill 
frl·.,h air, and slel']>, Thcreupon, I hree or foul' I",sty bats, three 

tilll(,.' '" largl' '" with us, would wake us up, and we were ob­
li.~cu to 'pcl,,1 half the Ili~ht ill cl""ing them around the room. 
()II Olle o('casioll a ]>cr""1 ('arne in the night to my husband, to 
ll'll him that the stable, which was a IWW one, was in danf(er of 
"'·ill!' IJlown clown by the wind. Eyery one ran out to prop it 
Ul', execpt myself', who Was left alone with my children, and 
"onlell "'ryullh-, The wind continually grew stronger. "1 great 
piece of the chimney fell illto the room; the whole house rocked; 
and I remained half the ni,~ht in th" .c;reatest fear of beicg killed 
1,.1' a fr"!,lIll'nt. \Ye were often frightened in this manner. 

lYe had no chairs to "it 011, '>Illy rllund blocks, which we abo 
used for a tuble, layiui' b,);I!'(J,; upon them. In this manner we 
lived ii.r three t "I' ii,1II' months, l'rctt.,Y contente,lly; my husband, 
0111.1', w'" alway, ",,1, aucleuuld IIOt at all endure the heat, which 

'" -\ kind ofin~ect which eVen now infests the ~outlt, e:-'llccially the southern por­
tion of Kentucky. 

1 ~Ir ... Heith':o:el is yet remembered in Yirginia. Tradition describes her as bav­
ing at this time cOllsiderable {,lIdlol/point, and a handsome and lovely face (as is seen 
in the en:;'Taving accompanying this volume). She is also reported as huving ren­
dered h(:'r~l'lf an objl..·ct of wonder, in riding in bout:" after what was then caUed 
the European fashion. She wu,; nndouhtedly in aclvance of her age, and by 
keeping her feet warm and repudiating pasteboard 801e8, 8howed her sterling 
!:'eIlse, 
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stood at one hundred and three degrees, and was exceedingly op­
pressive. ,,-e endeavored to eheer him up as much as po~sible. 
As soon as the vegetables began to grow iu our garden, he took 
considerable satisfaction in busying himself in gardening. But 
as he would wear no hat on his head on account of having much 
headache and its uncomfortable feeling, he met with an acci­
dent, which I will presently relate, that was the beginning of 
my greatest sufferings. I was engaged in putting to rights our 
new house and my husband's room, when I heard a noise out of 
doors. I ran to the window and saw my husband being carried 
into the house by some men. His face was blue, his bands 
white, his eyes fixed, and great drops of sweat stood upon his 

forehead. He had received a sun·stroke, I was more de;"l tban 
alive; and the childl'en uttered piercing shrieks. We immedi­
ately laid him down, and tore off all his c]otliine:. Fortunately 
the surgeon of our regiment, who was already with us, happened at 
the moment to be in, and at once opened a vein. IlL' now reeo· 
vered his speech and told us that as he '''I'; walking throll).'h the 
garden, the sun shone down intensely upon his head; and he had 
been scarcely able to reach the house when his ;"Ijlltallt arri,-cd; 
had it not been for this timely aid he wonld Ita ,oc been killed. "'I)' 

Gud! what would then have become lIf me and my little child­
ren in the midst of captives, so far from home, and in an enemy's 
land! Even now my hair stands ou end wlteIlL'H'1' I think of 
it. As SOon as my husband again came tu hilllsl·lf. he took we 
by the hand, and gazed upon me with au "th,t·ti"llatc look. 
One could not but obset·ye that he c"llsitlerccl himself very dan­
gerously ill. If I went away even for au instant, he became 
very uneasy and followed me with his eyes. The I'hysician, 
whom we had snmmoned, came; and after we had used all 1''''; 0 

sible care, God was finally pleased to preserve for me my beloyed 
husband. But for many years afterward he snffered from pains 
in the head, and from debility, which made him grieve the wore 

over his situation. 
The use of a certain bath in Yirginia, which i:; called Frede· 
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rick.spring, was prescribed for him, and we accordingly journeyed 
thither. I belic\'c that he increased his disorder by always wet­
tin,!.!' his head before bathing; and what was still worse was, that 
in spite of all we t'lUld do, hi" hair wonld remain damp. His 
fretfulness continued, and the thought of his imprisonment 
worried him more than e\'er. At night he could not sleep. I 
therefore hit upon the expedient of reading to him in a particu­
larly drowsy tone. This was succc,'Oful, for he always went to sleep. 
His hands and feet were cuustantly blue, and cold as ice. "'hen­
ever I thought that I might safely venture to lie down, his 
an~uish would illvariahly wake him up. Every thing irritated 
him, Olle .lay a \"irginian came into my room, and said that he 

was curious to see a norman womau, eying me, at the same time, 
from head to foot. I waS delighted at the idea of enjoying my­
self oYer something. Hut when, at his request, I brought him 
to my husband, the latter was so moved at the idea of his situa­
tion compelliu,C!; him to be gazed upon at the whim of this or 
that mall, that the tears came into his ey~s, and I sincerely re­
pented of having been so inconsiderate. 

\r e made at Frederick,sl'riu!.!', the accjuaintance of General 
,,' ashingtoll's family, and also of Madam Garel- a very lov­
able woman - and her husband. She w,,, an urdent American 
patriot, lJUt reasollalJle. and we became !-!Tcat friends. She spent 
llw,t of the forenoons with us. At suell times ('aptain Geismar 

play",j the violin and r sane: Italian airs, which gave her the 
;:-rca(e,t delight. One ,by. while thus engaged, a countryman, 
from whom we had endeaw'red by mallY kind words to obtain 
fre"h butter, came in upon us. A, the Americans, generally, 
are fond of music, he listened attentively. and when I had finished, 
",ked me tu sing it Ollce more, I asked him sportively what he 

would :':'ive me for it? as I did nothin,e: gratis. "Two pounds of 
butter," he at once answered. The idea pleased me, and I began 
t" sine:. "Ph), another one," said he, as soon as I had finished, 
,. but "olllethiug lively." ,\t len,!.!th I sang so much, that the 
next IIl<Jrning, he brought m,· four or fi,e pounds of fresh butter. 
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He, also, had his wife with him, and entreated me to sing once 
more. I thus succeeded in winning their affectiou; and after­
wards I lacked for nothing. The hest of the joke was, that he 
actually helieved I wished to he paid for my singing, and won­
dered much when I paid them for the butter which they supposed 
they had already sold. 

The Virginians are generally inert, a j"te which they attri­
bute to their hot climate; but on the slighest inducement, in a 
twin~ling, they leap up and dance about; and if a reel -.a" 
English or a Scotch national dance- is played for tltelLL, immedi­
ately the men catch hold of the women who then jump np as if 
they were possessed; but as soon as they are led back to their 
chairs they sit on them likc blocks of wood. Regarding the prac­
tices of the people in this part of the conntry, one ca""ut give a 
pleasant description. For example, they informed us that two 
maidens had been got with child by their father; a circumstance, 
which, it is true, occasioned some talk, but which, nevertheless, 
remained unpunished. Another man also, who thought his 
daughter-in-law handsomer than his wife, proposed an exchange 
to his son, who consented, on the condition, that his father shonld 
give with the mother, two cow,.; and two ittll"''''. The exchange 
was accordingly made, and the wholc affair excited no !"artltl'r 
comment.* 

The landed proprietors in Yirginia own many negro slaves, 
and treat them badly. Many of them are allowed by their mas­
ters to rnn naked until they are fifteen and sixteen years old, 
and the dreos which is then given them, is scarcely worth weal"­
ing. The slaves have an overseer who leads them ont at day­
break into the fields, where they are obliged to work like beasts 

* If the stories which come to us from our western frontier are to be believed, 
such swaps nre not uncommon. Nor, indeed, need we go to the Wl'~t for such 
examples ofignorance. A few months since, a man Hving in "~arren county, Xl'\\' 
York, named PeterVrashee, swapped his wife forthat of another man, giving n cow 
to boot: and when he was told by the authorities of the town that such a transnc· 
!ion was invalid, he seemed highly offended at what he con~idered their impel'ti· 
nent interference witb his individual rights! 
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or receive beatings; and when thoroughly exhausted and burned 
1)\, the sun. they ell 111 e into the house, They are given Indian meal 

e,;lIed hOlliiny, which they make into pastry, Rut often they are 

tired and had rather sI<'<,p 1;,1' a couple of hours, when they are 

again obli;:ea to go to work. They view it as a misfortune to 

han' childrcn, as th"y in turn will become slaves and wretched 
men. As they ha,'e ""t tIl!' time til cultivate the little land which 

they han', they r"",.ses.< not.hing, and are only able by the sale of 

poultry til "'1'''1''' to~l'l her ",fficient money to clothe themselves, 
~till, there are abll ~'",)d masters, who Can be easily told, by their 

sla \'l" being w<,11 ,'lotI,,',1 and housed. IT nder snch auspices, 

the lIe~\'»e, are alsll.~IIod senants, and are very faithful and much 

attached til their IIlUsters. That wicked masters have disaffected 
servants is not til be \l'III1,I,'re,1 at. 

llurillg our so.iourn at thi" bath, my husband received news 
which gave us all much pleasure; namely, that he and General 

PhilliI''', with their a,l.iutants. haa permission to go to New 
York, in order to be exchanged. )ly husband, upon this, went 

back to <'aile, to lIIake arran~clllents j:,r the maintenance, in.his 

a),sellee. of the trlllll's. the "II'"l1lmEI of which he handed over 

til ('olonel ~I'e('ht. and to take '"e"SlII'e8 fllr the sale of our su­
l,erfilluus thin,~s, and espeeially, our new house, which we had 
"s yet lIot li,-ed in-in which situatilln, indeed, we at various 

tillle- afterward.s found unrsch-cs. 'Ve were often troubled in 

t.his way; I: 'I' we would eOllle til a place, expecting to remain for 

S"IU" time, but. we wonld scal'eely !,Oct our things to rig-hts, at 
infinite I,ains. \l'hclI WC would receive an order, I,idding us, in­
stautly til c1eparL This tillIe, ho,,;cver, e,-ery one was rejoiced, 

I sd out from tI,is bath. in the mont.h of c\ugnst, 1777, to join 

IH,I' hu,balld in York-tllwlI, l'ennsvlvania. Madame ({arel, the 
Clel-cr wlllllan, wholll I have alre,,,] \' mentioned had begO'ed me 

, , " 
til "i.,it them at their clluntry ,eat, in the province of "Iaryland, 

in ca,e we sh"uld be in the "il·inity. I, therefore, determined 
to do it no\\'. ('uptain Freemall, one of my husband's English 
adjutants. remaine,1 with liS. Captain Edmonston had been 
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exchanged through the intercession of his father. He was so de­
voted to the interests of my husband, and it gave him so much 
pain to leave him, that the latter was even obliged to persuade 
him to return to England. IIis departure affected us deeply, 
especially when he said, "I am certain that I shall never see 
you again." 

On our journey to the country-seat of 31r8. Garel, Captain 
Freeman saw a black snake - wbich, however, is not danger­
ous -licking a frog and swallowing him down. Crying out 

sportively, "I declare myself the Knight of the Frog," he drew 
his sword, and split the snake open, when lo! the frog hopped 
out of its stomach, thoroughly alive; at which we all were 
greatly amazed. Before we arrived, I was overturned with my 
wagon, but without the slightest inj ury. I had advised :lIa­
dame Garel of my arrival, and she sent a man on hor~"],ack to 
meet me. After I had passed through a very pretty hamlet, 
inhabited by pure negroes - each of whom had his garden, and 
understood some handicraft - we drove t h .... lIf!h a I;,r,,;o comt­
yard, to a very beautiful house, where the whole family received 
us with a joyful welcome. The family "",,,i.-tl'c! of an old father­
in·law, eighty-four years of age, of a sprightly humor, and the 
most extreme neatness, upon whose venerable countenance, ap­
peared happy contentment; four perfectly 10Yely grandchildren; 
and their kind, beloved mother, onr amiable hostess. We were 
served upon silver, and entertaillcc!. lIot, it is trill', with much 
display, but with taste. Xuthin,,; was wantiug for our comfort. 
She said to me that.. as she hoped I would remain with her a long 
time, she had received me as if I belonged to the family. 

The garden was magnificent; and, on the fullowing day, she 
drove us out to show us her vineyard, which wa, splendid, and 
displayed great taste, in fact exceeding my cxpectatiulJ'. Fir,t, 
we went through a great fruit garden. 'l.'hen we ascended the 
vineynrd by a winding path, which lcd up to the top of the hill. 
Between every vine, a poplar-rose and an amaranth grew. The 
effect of this arrangemcnt was to give a magnificent appearance 

~1 
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to every part of the yineyard, to one looking down from tbe top, 
such a one, indeed, that for beanty, I have not found its equal 
in allY portion of America whicb I bave seen. Tbe busband 
"t' Madamc G arel had traveled abroad, and had gathered these 
ideas of the laying out of grounds in England and France. 
In otber respects he was not very lovable, but rather brus(lue, 
and ni,,';,:anlly, and not at all suited to his wife, who, although 
she never showed it by outward signs, nevertheless did not ap­
pear to be happy. Her father-in·law she loved very mucb. 

Not far from this estate, was a town, called Baltimore, wbicb 
they told mc was ycry pretty, and inbabited by many amiable 
families. \\" c reccived a visit from an intimate friend of our 
llOo\e,o, Both these W"lIlell rcmillded me of Rousseau's Heloise 
and her friend, and the old father of the husband of Heloise. 
;\Iadame G are I "'a, as full of tender feeling as she, and would, 
I bclieve, have gladly had a St, Preux for a husbimd. 'We ar­
ranged for her a temple adorned with !lowers, after the design 
of ('aptain Frecrn:m, and dedicated it to Friendship and Grati­
tude. ~ he wrote me ,,,me years afterward, that the family 
,till cI>lItillued tu trim it with !lowers. The lovely, agreeable 
:\Ia,hlHC I ~arl'l. is now dead; and her family, but especially her 
children, have met with a great loss. We remained here eight 
or tell duy", and our parting was vcry sad. They supplied us 
with pro\-isions of the 1,e,t quality, euong'lI to last for a long 
time. \\' e. however, did not really need them, as the royalists, 
through friendly feeling, aud the others, through custom, wel­
comed us kindly, and furnisbed us witb every thing needful for 
l'ur ",,,tellallC'e, Iu this ('"un try it would be beld a crime to 
refuse hospitality to a traveler. 

:\"ut far from the place where I was to meet my husband, we 
were overtaken in a forest, by a violent thunder-storm. A trunk 
of a tree broke and fell between tbe carriage-box and tbe borses. 
Here we sat fast aground, and could nut stir from the place, as 
none of our servants were strong enough to move the tree from 
the spot where it bad fallen. In the meantime, it thundered 
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fearfully; the lightning struck in several places round about 
us; and another and larger tree threatened to crush us. I 
could only urge the servants to disengage us from the jam, 
but the coachman, who was completely bewildered, assured me, 
that it was impossible. At last, my little Gu,ta\''', who was at 
that time only eight years old, said, " Only uuhitch the horses, 
and put them behind the wagon, aud you can draw it backwards." 
This suggestion was immediately acted upon, and everyone asked 
the other, why that idea had uot occurred to them likewise Y 

So finally we arrived happily at York-town, in Pennsylvauia, 
where we found my husband, who had been very much worried 
about us, on account of the vivid lightning. We rode through 
a magnificent country, and passed, among others, a very well 
cultivated sectiou inhabited by the Muravian brethren. One 
place is called the Holy Seplllchre, and another district goes by 
the name of the Holy Land, in which is a town called Bethlehem. 
We found a right good tavern, where we waited for those of our 
party, who were still behind. I had brought with me from 
Virginia, some splendid birds. The male w,,, scarlet, with a 
still darker red tuft, ," large as a jack-daw, and '''ng magnifi­
cently. The female was gray, with a red breast, and had also a 
tuft. As soon as these birds are caught they become tame, and 
eat out of the hand. This bird lives a long while, but if two 
males are huug up in the same room, they become so jealous 
of each other, that one of them soon dies miserably. I saw abo 
in Virginia, blue birds, just as large, that constantly cried willo ! 
This afforded us considerable amusement, as one of my hu.<lJallll's 
aids was so named. One of our servants found a whole nest of 
these red birds, and trained them, and, a, he knew I loved them 
very much, he carried to me two cages full of them from Colle, 
upon his back. But they all died before he arrived, which gave 
us considerable sorrow. I had abu made a collection of very 
beautiful butterflies, and had packed them very carefully in a 
trunk, but the wagou in which they were was overturned, and 
the trunk dashed to pieces. This happened to me twice, and 
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entirely took away from me any further desire to make another 

collection. 
After we all had once more got together and rested, we again 

,ct o"t and came to the house of a family who gave themselves 
out for royal ist,. Their name was Yan Hom. They showed us 
much kiudness, and IJl'1!·.~·l'd us to recommend them to General 
COl'llwallis, who, as well as General Clinton, was a friend of 
(: c!leral Phillips aud had brought about our return from Yir­

gillia. 
\\' e came to a yery pretty place, opposite Staten island, called 

Elizabeth-town, where we found many royalists who welcomed 
us joyfully and treated us with hospitality. We were now so 
near ~ ew York aud counted so surely on the exchange of my 
husband and the actual fulfillment of our dearest wishes, that, 
as we sat together at dinner, we confidently believed that we 
should cw,s over immediately to X ew Y Grk and be restored to 
freedom that same evening. But suddenly the door opened and 
an officer, sent by General Washington, stepped inside and 
handed to (:eneral Phillips a letter with an order to return again, 
as the con;.;r"" had refused to ratify the exchange. The ey~s 
of (: eneral Phillips, who was by natme very passionate, fairly 
scintillated with rage. lIe struck the table with his fist, and 
said, "This i, pleasant! but we should have expected it from 
thei'e people who are all rascals!" I was like one petrified, and 
could not utter a si".~le word. He seized me by the hand, and 
said to me, "Now, my friend, do not allow your ('omage to fail 
Y"u. Fullow my example; see how collected I am! " " Every 
one," answered I to him, " ,110"", his sorrow in his OlVn fashion. 
I keel' mine in lily heart, and you manifest yours with passion. 
But it'; lll)" opinion that you would do better not to allow these 
lw"plc to see you in such a I"",ion, who will only make sport 
of you, and lIlay perhaps make you still more trouble." He 
acknowledged that I was right, thanked me, and assured me 
that he, like myself, would bear his sufferings with resignation. 
From thi, time he conducted himself perfectly quietly. 
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I was at this time with child, and in constant pain, so that 
the journey fatigued me exceedingly. I had hoped to find quiet, 
and be among people, from whom I could have received good 
nursing. Vain hope! After the :;iugle day's halt which was 
allowed us, wc were forced to turn about again, and stop once 
more at the house of the Yan Horns. This time we found 
there a nephew of General Washington, with quite a number 
of other American officers, who within three days had wrought 
such a wonderfnl change in the sentiments of these people (they 
were among those who hang their cloaks to the wind *), that we 
not only saw the daughters of these pretended royalists on the 
most familiar footing with the anti.royalists, and allowing them 
all kinds of liberties; but, as they thought we would not now 
dare to remonstrate, we heard them singing during the whole 
night, "GOD SAVE GREAT 'WASHINGTO:'ol! GOD HAll;>; TIlE 
KING!" Upon our departure the next morning, I could 
scarcely conceal my indignation. 'Y c now returned to Bethle­
hem, where my hnsband and General Phillips were allowed by 
the Americans to remain until the particulars of the exchange, 
which was yet unfinished, should be settled; and, as our former 
landlord in tbis place had treated us with kind hospitality, we 
all of us determined to board with him-" all of us" being si,,­
teen persons, and four house servants. The latter receivcd 
money with which to pay their board. We had, also, about 
twenty horses. Our hl',t would make with us no tlclillite agree­
ment about the price, and, as none of us had any money, this 
was very convenient, as he would cheerfully wait for his I'ay till 
we received some. 'Y c supposed him to be ati honest and rea­
sonabh; man, and the more so, as he belonged to the community 
of l\Ioraviun brethren, and the inn was the one patronized by 
that society. But how great was our surprise, when, "fter a resi­
dence of six weeks, and just as we had received permission to 

go to )few York, we were served with a bill of thirty-two thou-

* The German expression for one who temporizes. 
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sand dollars, that is to say, in American paper money, which is 
about four hundred ,c:'uiucas in actual money. Had it not been 
for a royalist, who just at this time chanced to pass through the 
vill:t,c;c seeking to purchase hard money at any price, we should 
have been placed in the i!Teatest embarrassment, and would not 
have been able by any possibility to leave the town. From him, 
we were so fortunate as to receive for one piaster, eighty dollars 
in paper llioney.* 

~Iy husband suffered ,c:reatly the whole time from constant 
pains in his head; aud at night he could scarcely breathe. To 
obtain a little relief, he now accustomed himself to use snuff, a 
practice, which until this period, he had regarded with the great­
est aversion. I first penmadcd him to take oue pinch. lie 
believed that I "''''' making fun of him; but as the very next 
i",;tant after the trial, he eX\lerienced relief, he exchanged his 
pipe for a snuff-box. ~Iy little Caroline wa~ very sick, with a 
choking coui!h and, as I became continually further advanced 
in prcgnancy, we all heartily wished to reach New York as soon 
as l"l,-sihle, in order to have near at hand the comforts of life, 
gllo(1 nursing, and all IIcees,-ar), help. 

In Bethlehem, '" in all other Moravian comlllunities, there 
werc "cJlarate hUI\,os fur tIle brethren aud sisters. In the latter 
establishments they made magnificent embroidery, and other 
beautiful handiworks, and we bought at these places several 
articles. .\ ~Iis, GirSllorff, a German, who afterwards resided 
at Berrnhnt, had tan,,,ht the sisters all these kinds of work. 
The houses "I' this cOlllmuuity were well huilt, and there were 
at this place all ""rts of manufactories. ~\lllong others, there 
was one that drc>sed leather, which was as good a~ that of Eng-

* In the month of December, l~fjfi, a merchant in Xl'W York received from aGer­
man house, two hundred dollul':-\ in OJlltilll"lIl({l money. with the request that it 
might be placed to hi:-\ ncdit. It i:-\ not at all an improbable :-\uppo~ition. that this 
was part of :o-UllW Continental mout·y which bad been carried over to Germany, after 
the Revolution, by the German auxiliaries. Anbnrey in his Tral'ds, says, that he 
discharged in an inn at Frederickt'OtowD, a reckoning of £,:~2 sterling with about 
four guineas and a half. 
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land, and half as cheap. The gentlemen of our party bought a 
quantity of it. There were also very clever cabinet-makers, 
workers in steel, and excellent smiths. We had very much 
wished to see Philadelphia, which is only twelve or thirteen 
miles from Bethlehem, and to which place there is a clear, good 
road. But as this was not allowed to my husband and the other 
gentlemen, and, as I wished to share with my beloved husband 
his joys and sorrows, I cheerfully gave it up. While at Beth· 
lehem we often went to church, and enjoyed the spleudid siug­
ing. The wife of the minister died while we were there. We 
saw her laid out in a separate enclosure, with bars, waiting for 
burial; for here they never keep a dead body in the house. 

Finally, at the end of ~m'eUlb"r, 1779, we again set out from 
Bethlehem. )ly husband, General Phillips, and their several 
aid-de· camps, had not, indeed, been exchanged, but permission 
had been received for them to go to ~ cw lurk on parole. I did 
not wish to call again on the Yan Horns, for I tlc'l'i,e doublc 
dealing people; but we had the fatality of having our wagon 
break down before their very door, so that I was forced to tarry 
with them until the damage could be repaired. I did not, how­
ever, remain over night at their house; and when they again 
asked that we should recommend them, and assured us of their 
devotion to the king, in whose army the head of tIle family had 
served as a colonel, I answered coldly that I believed he did not 
need our recommendatiuns; which reply he was welcome to take 
as he plcased. 'Ye came, also, once more to Elizabeth-town, 
where we were again kindly received, embarked upon the Hud­
son river, and reached :\" ow Y ol·k vcry late in the evening, 
where my husband, who had gone on ahead of us, had already 
arrived before me. A soldier, who at the gateway. had been 
ordered to show us the way, condnctcd us to a very great and 
beautiful house, where we found every thing prepared for our 
reception, and better than all, a good supper. I was too much 
occupied in putting my children to bed, and too tired to iuquire 
where I was, and supposed I was in a public-house. ;\Iy husband, 
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who had taken tea with Cfeneral Cornwallis, came home late. 
The next morn in" a servant came in to ask me what I desired for 
dinner, and how'" many vi:;iturs I wonld probably have daily at 
table; I replied that a:; my hnsband did not dine at home, I should 
not need more than three di:;hc:; for six persons, namely: myself, 
my children, my women servants, and the pastor, l\Iylius. the 
chaplain of my husband's regiment, whom we retained in our 
family, and who gave my children instruction in every thing 
n:;efltJ. lIe \Va:; a man of piety and of excellent character, and 
good humor; and the childl'en and we all loved him very much. 
I lI'a, then told that the ordcr had been given to serve up on my 
table every day ,ix large, altd fOllr small dishes. Being still 
under the illlpl'l""ion that I 'Va, in a tavern, I decidedly forbade 
thi:; prufusion, '" I dreaded the bill. But I SOOIl discovered, 
that I lI'a, ,taying at the house of the !,uvcrnor, General Tryon, 
who had forbiden them to tell me where I had been taken, 
tllra,,!,!. fear that I would not accept of his house.* This noble 
minded man, l"Ol'euVer, iu order to avoid my thanks, crossed 
over to Long Island, where he had a provisional command. All 
1IJ} wi,hes W,'I',' alltieipatcd, and I wa:; only in continual fear 
Ie,! I shonld abu:;c So much kindness. I also received a call 
from Ueneral Patterson, the COltllllan,lallt of the city, who told 
!lIe that tile} were :;till husy with the arrangement of the house 
which Ire were to have as our own residence. Lord Cornwallis 

* The s-ite of~he prescnt rl:-'liiJ Bank ofXcwYork . 
• O( In the night ofDt'('l>mber 'l~lth, 1 ii:~. the ;;oH'rnment hou!:J.e accidentally caught 

fire. ~() rapill W<I.; the pro~n .. ':--" of the fiaJll('1". that in a few moments after the alarm 
,nl" given, a thick cloud of 8IDoke and flame pervaded the whole building, and in 
le~l'l than two hours it was entirely consumed. From thiA dreadful conflagration, 
nothing' in the building, except a few articles of furnitnre, taken from one of the par­
lor" Wit" "awil. The manner in which the fire originated was not discovered. The 
deep "iJl)W which coyered the roofl'l of the other buildings in the city, contributed 
tl)wanl" till"ir protection, and the fire department of the city Ahowed great activity 
in preventing the progTe:--:-: of the flameR, (~I)\ .. Tryon was a resident of the govern­
ment hou.;e in the fort at the time of it~ de~truction, and was a heavy lO~l'r by the 
eYeut. Ill' afterw .. ml1-i resided in a hou8e on the corner of 'Vall and ''''illiam streets 
the same house having been .. uh~equently, and Until late years occupied by the Bank' 
of Xc", York."- rafoliine'" J[lfllua[ for }'-'(H, page 643. 
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and General Clinton likewise came to see me. The former 
went off soon afterwards upon an expedition. The latter offered 
me a country-seat, of which he had the disposal, where I might 
have my children inoculated with the small-pox; an operation 
which it would he dangerous to have performed in the city, as 
that disease was raging there violently. I accepted his offer with 
much satisfaction, and we made all necessary preparations to go 
there. I gave our cook teu guineas to purchase all kinds of 
provIsIOns. But when he very soon came back and asked for 
more money, I learned to my surprise that the money I had given 
him would scarcely last for two days-so dear was every thing, 
even the commonest thing. For example, one pound of meat, 
reckoning according to our money, cost twelve groschen;* one 
pound of butter, eighteen groschen; one turkey, four rix-tha­
leI's; a fowl twenty groschen; an egg, four groi'chen; a quart 
of milk, six groschen; a bnshel of potatoes, two rix-thalers; a 
half bushel of turnips, two florins; ten oysters, eight groschen, 
aud six onions, one rix-thaler. But what was there leh for me 
to do, hut to bear it with patience? t 

One day a general was announced. I received him, and, in 
the course of conversation, he asked me, among other things, 

* A groschen, as has been mentioned in a preceding note, is a fmction over three 
American cents. 

t All contemporaneonSaCCQlluts ftilly corroborate the ~tfitf'nH'llt or our nuthorel-1". 
The rich, in the city, at first strove to keep up their six eonr:-,v:o;, their thrt'\' ~ide ~t'f­

vices, and their profusion of fish, flesh and fowl j but at length their resonrces faileu; 
many articles of food could no longer be obtained, and others were so dear as to ex­
haust the means of the wealthiest. A turkey was cheap at four dollars. Good meat 
could seldom be procured, and vegetables were extravagantly dcaI'. Fifty dollar8, 
says an eye witness, would not feed a family for two days. Sir IIcnry Clinton en~ 
treated the fanners in the vicinity to bring in provisions, but ill vain. X or was he 
more Buccessful in the foraging parties he sent out. At :-.ig-ht of the enemy, the 
alarm was given. The farmers of Westport and Southport, of Elizabeth~town and 
Rahway, hastily buried their corn and oats beneath the snow, and old family furni~ 
ture was carried off at midnight and hidden in the depth~ of the forest. The Bri~ 
tish foraging parties, accordingly, found the barns empty, the cattle driven off, and 
the fil,rm~houses descrted. In their rage the foragers set fire to the old homesteads, 
and desolated whole districts - thu8 increasing till' general misery without accom~ 
plishing the least good. 
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whether I wa~ satisfied with my quarters? My heart was too 
full of thankfnlness for all the kindness that had been shown 
me, not tn gi "0 full vent to my feelings in this regard; and I 
at last expressed the wish to know personally my noble bene­
factor who had treated me with so much delicacy. He laughed, 
and just at that moment my husband stepped in and said to 
me, "That is the man who has shown us so much kindness!" 
I was so delighted at sccin;!' him, that I could not find words 
to express my feelings. l'pon seeing my emotion the man was 
very wuch affected. I have invariably received from him the 
the ;.:reatest proof._ of his friendship. 

The country residence of f~eneral ('linton, where we went, 
was an hour's ride frow the city. The grounds were beautiful, 
'" was abll the house; but the latter was arranged more for a 
summer residence, and, as we had come there in the month of 
VnTllJber, we suffered much frow the cold. Notwithstanding 
this, howe,'er, the inoculation was perfectly successful. Accord­
ingly, as it was now completed, and we had nothing more to fear 
froUl the infection, we got ourselves in readiness to return to 
the city. aud sent our cook and the rest of our servants ahead to 
prepare every thing for our arrival, which we expected wonld 
be npon the following day. During the night, however, we had 
such a terrible storm that lVe believed the whole house would 
be oYerturnod. "\s it was, an entire balustrade actually fell 
down with a dreadful crash; and, on getting up the next morning, 
we saw that on account of snow having fallen during the night 
four or five feet on the level, and eight feet in drifts, it would 
be utterly impossible to ventnre forth withont sledges. I there­
fore went to work to hunt up all that I conld find for our dinner. 
A n old hen that had been forgotten served us for soup, and some 
potatoes which the f!:tnlcner gave us, with some salt meat that 
still rewained "yor froUl our stock of provisions, made up the 
entire Uleal for more than fourteen persons, which number we 
then were. 

While I was standing, the same afternoon, by the window, 
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thoroughly perplexed,' I saw our cook approaching on horseback. 
Filled with joy, I turned round to the rest of the company to 
announce the auspicious arrival. But upon again looking out, 
I could not see or hear any thing more of the cook! Terrified 
at his disappearance, the gentlemen immediately ran out, and 
found him, together with his horse, completely buried in the 
snow, from which position without their help he could not have 
got out, and perhaps never would have been able to extricate 
himself. Our people had been quite uneasy at our non-arrival, 
and, as they knew our larder was completely exhansted, the cook 
had brought us some provisions which supplied us with an eve­
ning meal. It was impossible to drive into thc city in a wagon. 

The morning of the next day brought us Captain Willoe with 
two large sledges, in which we seated ourselves. I was, however, 
not without anxiety, in regard to the children, whose pocks had 
not yet entirely dried np, on account of the terrible cold weathcr. 
The ride, however, did them no injury whatever. During the 
period of inoculation Carolina lost her whooping-cough, but, 
immediately after it came back again and lasted a whole year. 

On our return to New York I found, to my great amazement, 
our new dwelling fitted up throughout with mahogany furniture. 
I was at first frighteued at the expense whieh this would occa­
sion. But Captaiu Willoe informed me that the entire cost 
would be defrayed by the governor, and that the commandant, 
General Patterson, cousidered himself fortunate in being able to 
justify the confidence which I had placed in the English nation. 
To render this remark intelligible, I must here ~tate that I had 
assured him, when he consulted me upon the arrangemeut of our 
house, that I would leave every thing entirely to the English, 
from whom, up to the present time, I had received sincere kind­
ness and courtesy, and who certainly would still preserve towards 
us that full confidence, which they had shown towards us. 

They overwhelmed us with distinguished marks of courtesy 
and friendship, for which we had, in a great measure, to thank 
General Phillips, who in New York was very much beloved, and 
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was so strong a friend of ours, that he declared that whatever 
was done for us, would flatter him more than as if done for him· 
self. I had also the good fortune during our stay to make 
many friends on my own account. 

"\s the birth.day of the queen of England was approaching 
(which indeed really comes in summer, but as the king's birth· 
day also COllies in that season, is celebrated in winter, to give 
more custom to the trades people, as everyone upon those days 
appears at court in sala-tIre,,) they wished to celebrate the day 

with a great fete; and '" it was the general wish-partly to 
I'lea"e General Phillips, and partly to make me forget my own 
sufferings - to confer on me a distinguished honor, they desired 
me to be queen of the ball. In order to bring this about they 
persuaded the wife of Gencral Curnwallis's adjutant-who as 
an English latly of noble birth would have had precedence over 
me - tu remain at home, on the ground that she was near her 
confinement.* ,rhen at length the great day arrived, all the 
ladies a,,'clllbletl at C;uYemor Tryon's, where they received me 
with all ceremony. The general introduced me to all the ladies, 
sume of whom were envious of the honor which was shown me. 
But I immediately declared that I received this distinction only 
on account of the day, as they had conferred on me the honor of 
represeuting the queen, and that in fnture I would give place 
to those ladies who were older than 1. As there were quite a 
number present who were my elders, my explanation conciliated 
them. Their countellallces, accordingly, qllickly brightened up, 
alld I was soon upon a pleasant footing with the whole company . 

. \t six ,,·duck in the afternoon I was obliged to seat myself 
in a carriage with Generab Tryon and Patterson to be driven 
to the ball, where we were received with kettle-drums and. 
trumpets. 

I wished, a, I was far advanced with child, llot to dallce. 

* A'S :Madam Ril:de~el was in a similar situation herself, the validity of this ex­
cuse is not so apparent. 
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But I was obliged to open the ball with one of the generals by 
a formal minuet. My situation as well as my bashfulness was 
the occasion of my thinking myself very awkward. In order, 
however, to remove my timidity, they all assured me that I did 
very well, and must dance once more; and the result was, that 
I danced several English dances. 

At supper, I was obliged, as I represented the ,{ueen, to sit 
under a canopy, and drink the first toast. I was certainly 
much touched at all the marks of fricndship I received, although 
extremely tired; still, in order to show my gratitude, I cheer­
fully stayed as long as possible, aud remaiued uutil two u'duck 
in the morning. Xot only on this occasion, but during the 
whole of my sojourn in this place, I was loaded with ki"dllc,,; 
and I passed the remainder of the winter very pleasantly, with 
the exception of suffering very much from the cold, as the com-

. missary had not had a sufficient quantity of wood cut. To sayu 
expense, he had this work done by his negro slaves; and the 
winter setting in earlier than usual, and it being impossible, as 
the river was frozen half over, to bring in wood either by ],,"'(8 

or sledges, many of the garrison suffered for fuel. We, indeed, 
received an order for it; but how did that help the matter since 
there was no wood to be had? 'Ve were, therefore, often ubli.~ed 
to borrow wood of General Tryon for ~atllnla)' and ~lllitlay. wit i ,·It 
we would return on Monday if we received any. The cold was 
so intense, that I frequently made the children lie in bcd in 
order to keep them warm. Wood often could not be purchased 
for money; and if by chance a little was for sale, it cost ten 
pounds by the cord. I have myself paid one piaster (which 
is a crown with us) for a single stick. The poor were obligcd 
to burn fat, in order to warm themselves and cook their meals.* 

* 41 The wealthy," writes a contemporary, H shivered for cold in their splendid 
apartments. In vain did Sir Henry Clinton issue proc1amations to the farmers of 
Long I::;lnnd to send in their wood. In vain did he dispatch foragiug' parties tocut 
down the forests on the large estates of the patriots William Floyd and \Villiam 
Smith, the patroons of Long Island. The demand for fuel could not be supplied, 
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One day I was at the house of the lady of General Cornwallis's 
aid-de-camp, wh" had been confined, and complained bitterly of 
this lack of wood; whereupon, she promised to send me some 
coals, which I conld return at my own convenience. I showed 
so much joy at this, that a certain major named Brown, who 
happened tu be present and was attached to the commissa­
riat, and who had already expressed much sympathy at our 
want of wood, was so much affected that he immediately left the 
room. 

The next day, as I was looking out of the window, I saw 
'Iuite a number of wagons full of chopped trees standing still in 
the street. Each wagon contained two cords of wood. I went 
into the room where the pastor, Mylius, sat with the children 
before the fire-place in which the last stick was burning, and said 
to him, " Never before have I been envious, but now the distress 
and pain which these poor children .suffer, make me so; for just· 
now there has come to our very door four wagons filled with wood. 
How happy would I be if I only had some of it !" Scarcely had 
I thus spoken, when a servant brought me a message from Major 
Brown, stating that he had sent me these loads of wood with his 
compliments, and begging us to send to him whenever we should 
again be out of fuel. Imagine my joy, and my eagerness to thank 
our guardian angel. I had scarcely seen his face, as the lying-in 
chamber of milady had been so dark. Some days after I was at 
a ball where he also was l'Xl'cded to be present. He had been 
described to me as a man with a very prominent turned up nose. 
1,'or such a person, therefore, I looked attentively; but I was 
obliged tu 100k for a long time, because the excellent man kept 
continually out of my way, that I might have no opportunity 
to thank him. At last, however, I found h:m and thanked him 
right heartily. He then told me that up to that time he had 
kn"wn nothing uf Our lIecc"ity, but that when he heard my story 

~nd the Bar~nc-;~ Riedesel, the cart!~~cd of all the army, I':lutrered I':levercly in that 
lllcll'Ult'llt Wlllh:t,." 
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he had not been able to go tusleep quietly the whole night, through 
fear that the dispositions which he had already made for our 
relief would not arrive sufficiently speedy. These" dispositions" 
consisted in giving the order to cut down some of the trees in 
the great avenue in front of the city; * and when this proceed­
ing was objected to on the ground that it would make consider­
able damage, he replied, that it was much better to spare a few 
trees than to have a family, who had served the king with so 
much zeal, suffer from want. He further told me that in futu\"e 
we must, under all circumstances, whenever any thing was want­
ing that it belonged to the commissary to supply, apply directly 
to him. This acquaintance was of great advantage to us. )1 y 
husband was supplied with many kinds of provisions; with In­
dian meal, part of which we used for bread and part for cake, and 
also with salted meat, which latter article, however, was entirely 
useless to us, as we received more than we could consume; and 
it often was so uneatable that I gave it away to get rid of it, 
especially s'lnce our servants were also supplied with the same 
kind of food. The major, accordingly, advised us to pursue the 
same plan in this regard as the other generals, viz: to exchange 
our meat for boxes of tallow and candles of spermaceti (which 
burn better and are more beautiful than those of wax), and also 
for butter, which they did gladly, as they were obliged to sup­
ply the soldiers with meat. By this means, we saved consider-

11= Probably, the present Wall !'trC'ct. All the principal1ngbways orthe city were 
sclorned at this period with luxuriant shade trees. .\ celebrated traveler, who 
visited New York,just previous to the ani nil of OOV(,11I4)1' Tryon, thusdc8Cribcs the 
various kinds then growing in the dty ... In thcchil'f:--tl'et'tr" there nrc trees planted, 
which in summe' give them a fine appearance, and during the ('x:cef:.f:.ivc hent at 
that time, afford n cooling shade. I found it extremely pleasant to walk in the 
tOWD, tor it seemed quite like a garden, The treL'!" which are planted for thi:;: pur­
pose are chiefly of two kind8; the water beach is the mO!:lt numerous, and gives an 
agreeable 8hadc in tmmmer by its large and numeroos leaves. Th~ locust tree is 
likewise frequent: its:lIne leaves and the odoriferous !"Cl'nt which exhales from its 
flowers, make it very proper for being planted in the !"trL'l't~, near the houses and 
in the gardens, There are likewise lime trees and elms in these walks, but they are 
not, by far, 80 frequcnt as the others. One seldom 1l11'l'tl'> with trees of the same 
80rt adjoining eneh other, they being in general placed alternately." 
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able. We were now no longer troubled for the want of wood, 
for they broke to pieces an old and worthless ship in order to 
furnish ns with fuel, and from this time we received weekly two 
cords of fire-wood. 

A little while before my confinement I had a dreadful 
fright. One of our servants brought me something, and I 
noticed that his eyes rolled, and that he could scarcely speak. 
Twa, terrified, and attempted to run out of the room, but he ran 
ahead of me, fell down, slammed to the door in his fall, and 
immediately was attacked with an awful infirmity.* As he lay 
directly in front of the door, rendering it impossible for me to 
e,cap", I IJcgall to call out and shriek. The persons in the 
house endeavored to come in to my assistance, but the lock was 
sprung and they were obliged to break open the door. Even 
then the poor Illall had to be pushed aside to make room; and I was 
finally obliged to leap over him to get out, he in the mean time 
gnashing hi, teeth in a horrible manner, and beating himself 
with his hands. But I had been for such a long time accus­
tomed to sad and dreadful sights, that this circumstance fortu­
nately did me no injury in my delicate situation. 

J n the beginning of the month of.Jlarch, 1780, an old acquaint­
aliCe of onrs came to X ew York, the H e,,;ian General Loos, who 
had known me in my girlhood. "Why!" said he to me, as he 
I"uked at me from head to foot, "what has become of your 
"kwlc,' waist, y"nr beantiful complexion, and your fair white 
hands! They are gone, bnt in their stead you have seen many 
Ialllb; and when yon again return horne you wiII be called upon 
by this and that one of your acqnaintance to relate yonr adven­
tures, and, perhaps, the very next instant, those very ladies, 
who fir,t a,ked you, will out of env)', declare your narrative 
"·eari'''lIlc. all,1 while playing with their fans, will say, 'The 
woman can talk of nothing but Amcrica.''' As I knew before­
timc. that it Was very much his custom to speak the truth, 

* Probahly an {"pi1eptic fit. 
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seemingly in jest, I answered that I thanked him for the caution, 
and would endeavor to guard myself against the weakness of talk­
ing constantly of this journey, into which fault I might otherwise 
easily have fallen. On my side, however, I counseled him, 
that when with other women, he should also guard himself 
agaiust speaking of the perishability of their charms, as he had 
done in regard' to mine, otherwise he might find many who would 
not take it as good naturedly as myself. 

On the following day, which was the seventh of )hrch, I was 
brought to bed with a daughter. My husband wished very much 
for a son, but the little one was so pretty that we were soon 
consoled for its not being a boy. We had intended, in case it 
had beeu a boy, to have named it ,\ lIIcl'icus. which we now 
changed for the little girl into America. The 1"'pti,,,,, how­
ever, was so hurried, owing to the tact that General Phillip" 
who, with the Hessian General Knyphausen, and Colonel W urlllb, 
was the only sponsor, was obliged to leave town on a short 
expedition, that the name of A IIlcri,'" was forgotten; and we 
were obliged afterward to have it placed on the parish register. 
The same day, my eldest daughter was seized with a daugerous 
illness, called asthma il\frlllfilc, and some days afterward my 
third child became also very sick; and, T, therefore, lay in 
bed between both my almost dying children. But if Illy heart 
suffered deeply, my body had by this time bccome enured to 
hardship, and I got along nicely, although I was in the first days 
of my confinement. Six weeks afterward, Illy husband per­
suaded me to accompany him to a dinner given by General 
Tryon. This had been concerted between them for a particular 
object; for while I was abseut my husband had the child inocu­
lated by an English physician, as the small-pox was ra:-:ill.~ 

violently in thc city. He, therefore, had it done without my 
knowledge in order to save me anxiety, and he would probably 
have succeeded, had not his fatherly uneasiness betrayed him. 
But he was continually ;.:oing every instant to look at the child, 

23 
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and in a little while, said, "Alas! how pale she is," or, "She is 
certainly sick;" so that I, wondering at all these expressions, 
at lac,t, said, that he must most assuredly have a reason for feel­
ing ,'I' uneasy, and asked him if he had had the child inoculated? 
Imlllclliatcly I rolled back the sleeves, and there sure enough 
were two pocks on each arm, I must confess that for a moment 
I was quite provoked; still I appreciated the good intention 
of my husband. The child was so bad that we feared we 
should lose her. My poor husband was inconsolable, accusing 
him,df of being the cause of this misfortune; and I had enough 
to do in kcl'l'in!,: up his ,pirits. But God be praised it came out 
all ri."ht in the end. The experiment, however, did not termi­
nate ,0 happily with a nohlelllan who followed our example, for 
he IVa, ,0 I1l1f"rtl1l1ate as to lose hi, child. 

Thr"n.~ hout the whole winter, nenerals Phillips, Tryon and 
Patter,on were our constant frienlls and guests, and every week 
we ~""'e a gentleman'S dinner party. This was all that we could 
afiord to do, as every thin:.:' was so terribly high in the city. At 
the end of the winter (; eneral Tryon sailed for England, but 
jnst before his departure, he sent to my honse, unbeknown to 
Ille. magnificent fnrniture, tapestry, carpets, and curtains, 
lJe.-ides a set of silk hall."ings for an entire room. Never shall 
I forgct the many marks of friendship which I have received 
fr"m almo,t everyone of this excellent nation; and it will always 
he to me a source of ,ati,Eldion to be able at any time to be of 
u,e to the 1';,,;::li8h, a, I have learned by experience how plea­
,ant it is to receive kindness from foreigners . 

• \'IJont this time our friendly relations began with our excel­
lent friend ({l'nernl Clinton, who was the general-in-chief of the 
En.c;1ish army in the southern provinces of America. As is the 
cn,e with every Englishman, it was at first. very difficult for our 
acqnaintance t.o ripen into intimacy. His first call upon ns was 
one of ceremony, as he came as general in-chief, at.tended by 
hi, entire staff. As his general appearance and conversation 
were agreeable, I said to his friend, General Phillips, that I 
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regretted that he treated us with so much ceremony, and that a 
more friendly manner would have better accorded with our feel­
ings. Afterwards he invited us out to his couutry-seat to spend 
tbe summer, an invitation which was accepted. His country 
residence was magnificent, a most beautiful situation, orchard, 
aud meadows, and the Hudson river running directly in front 
of the honse. E\-ery thing was placed at our disposal, including 
fruits of the most delicious flavor; indeed. of this latter arti­
cle we had more than we could eat. Our servants feasted on 
peaches even to outiety, and our horses, which roam cd through 
the orchards, eagerly ate the fruit from the trees, disdaining that 
upon the ground, which every evening we had gathered up and 
given to the pi.c;·s to futten them. It seems alnlflst incredible, 
but nevertheless it is true, that with nothing but this fruit we 
fattened six pigs, the flesh of which was capital, only the fat 
was somewhat soft. Peach, apricot, aud other fruit trees, are 
raised here, without espaliers, and have trunks as thick as those 
of ordinary trees. 

Not far from us were the Hell-gates, which are dangerous 
breakers for those ships that I"ISS throngh them up the river. 
'Ve often saw ships in danger, but only one was wrecked and 
went to peices dnring our stay at this place. 

He lie"" I Clinton came often (0 visit us, bnt in hunter's dre.,." 
accompanicd by only one aid-de-camp. On one of the,,, ocea­
sions, he said to us, "I feel confidcnt that yon look upon me 
more as a friend than a stranger, and as I feel the same (owanl 
you, you shall always be regarded by me as slleh. The last time 
he came to see us, he had with him the unfortunate - as he after­
wards became-lIIajor Andre', who, the day afterward. sct out 
upon the fatal expedition, in which he was captured by tire 
Americans, and afterwards hung as a spy. It was very sad that 
this preeminently excellent youn~ lIlan should have fallen a 
victim to his zeal and his kind heart, which led him to under­
take such a precarious errand instead of leaving it to older and 
known officers, to whom properly the duty belonged, but whom 
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on that very aeconnt (as they wonld be more exposed to danger), 
he wished tn save. 

IY e passed much of our time at this most agreeable place; but 
our coutentment was broken in upon by a malignant fever, 
that prevailed in New York, and of which, in our family alone, 
twenty fcll ill; eight daugerously. Among these eight were 
my husband and my daughter Gustava. One can imagine my 
grief and apprehension; day and night I did nothing but divide 
my uursing betweel! my husband and daughter. The former 
was so ill, that we often thought he would not survive the day; 
aud Gustava had such violent paroxysms of fever, that she 
entreated me, wheu she was shivering with the ague, to lay my­
self upon her, at which times she violently shook me together 
with her bed, although she was ouly nine years old. It fre­
quently happened that those sick of the fever died in these fits 
of shaking; and every day persons would tell me of fifty or sixty 
fresh burials, which certainly did not tend to raise my spirits. 
The heat which the sil'k suffered was so intense that their pulse 
beat one hundred and thirty-five times in a minute. All our 
servants were sick, and of course I was obliged to do every 
thing. I was then nursing my little America, and had neither 
opportunity nor desire to lie down, except while giving her the 
hreast. .\t such times I laid down upon the bed and fell asleep. 
At ni.~ht I was often busied in making for my patients a lemonade 
of salts of wormwood mixed with lemon juice, sugar and water. 
By which means, as all the sick in the house had them, I used 
up in the space of two weeks, two full boxes of lemons, each box 
l'"utainin;,;' fi\'e huudred. 

Oue day, we expceted the physician from Xew York with the 
utll""t impatil'lJl'C, :lIy husband was taken with a severe diar­
rhea, and constant vomiting, and became so ill that our courage 
completely gave way. He slept continually, and when I wished 
to give him s"go-water, whi"h I had been recommended to make 
him drink much of, he begged me imploringly to allow him to 
die in peace. as he could not hold out much Ion O'er At this o . 
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moment the physician came in, and I pressed him to tell me 
candidly if he thought there was still any hope. "Yes. surely," 
said he. At this confident answer, our two oldest children 
whom we had not observed (as, fearing that the opinion of the 
doctor would be unfavorable, they had hidden under the table to 
listen), when they saw the good news upou my face, suddenly 
sprung up, threw themselves at his feet and kissed his hands. 
Everyone who witnessed this scene with me was deeply moved; 
and the doctor, himself, whu was a man full of feeliug, was 
affected to tears. Before this, he had visited us \"Cry punctu­
ally, but now he redoubled his atteutions, and so mauaged it as 
to dine with us every day that he might lose no t i lIle. as he had 
many patients. He recommended to me "tl"lJll~ly a drink made 
of sago-powder aud water. .\t first he remained with my hus­
band three minutes, then five, and then fifteen, and finally a whole 
half hour. I had always a watch in my hand, and I was beside 
myself for joy at the increased length of his visits, a feeling ill 
which everyone that was with me shared. The pa,tor, }Iyliu.<. 
and our trusty yiiger, Rockel, both of whom remained well, 
assisted me by turns in watching at uight. Of thirty persons 
who composed our family, only ten remained in good health. 
The cook, cook-maid, ctc., were all sick, and could work only 011 

their alternate well days i and in additioll til which, the weather 
was terribly hot. It is perfectly amazing what mankind can 
endure, and what I also went through. But I was well. and 
blessed with a chcerful happy temperament, which made me 
receive the smallest particle of hope with heartfelt joy. I cer­
tainly believe that by t1l'.e;rcc:; the health is undermined by 
repeated sufferings; still, I thankfully rejoice that T was able to 
be of use, and that withont my attentions, I might, perhaps, have 
lost the dear objects of my affection, who now contribnte so much 
to my happiness. .\1 length all of 0!1r honsehold who were 
sick were restored to health, and not onc died, a resnlt that 
abundautly paid me for all my trouble. 

We remained the entire summer of 17~1I. upon this lovely 
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e~tate. Two)1 i.,~ Robinsons came to share onr loneliness, and 
enliven onr little company. They remained with us a fortnight 
previous t,) our return to the city, when the news of the arrival 
of a ship from England bringing over the latest fashions, took 
them back again to the town. On our return to the city, I 
scarcely recognized them in thcir odd and actually laughable 
garb, which a vcry pretty woman, just over from England, had 
imposed upon them and the other X ew York ladies. This 
lady was with child aud did not wish it to be knowll. Accord­
ingly, she made them think that iu England they wore bodices 
whi"h were parted in the middle, whereby the points stuck 
upwards, hoops as large around as those of a hogshead, and very 
,lu,rt cloaks tied up with ribbons, all of whieh they believed 
implieitly and copi,·d after. * 

Upou our return to X ew York we were received in the most 
friendly manner; and our friends vied with each other in mak­

ing the winter I"'" most plca"mtly. :\ly husband, nelleral 
Phillips, and their aid.de.camps, wcre finally exchanged in the 
autuwu of 17.~u; but the rest of the troops captured at Sara­
to::;" remained prisoners. 

General Clinton, partly through friendship to my husband, 
and partly out of att, ... hlllent to our present duke, wished to place 
General Hiedesel in active s('nice where he could serve to 
ud\'untagc. lIe, therefore, by virtue of the power which an 
English gelleral liaS in his "WI1 army, appointed him licuten-

* The la.,te for fa'l:'hionable frivolity and l1i~play seems to have been the only thing 
unatrectl'd by the privations of that gloomy winter. Eugene Laurence, in speaking 
of Xl!\\" Yllrk city at this time, in a paper read before the X l'W York lIistorical So­
tidy, Jannary nth, 1:-'.")7 ... ays: ., )Ieauwhile in the mid"t of all this suffering and 
want, the city !-itreeto Wefl' filled with the Iil"hiollt5 and the luxuries of Europe. The 
ladies cl'Owded 'Yilliam street, and the merchants spread out the most costly 
wares, FreDc~ silks captnrl'd ill :'(IDle unlucky YC:-t:'l'b sold readily at extravagant 
ratL-:-t. LutestrlJl.~" and poplin", brocades aud the be.;t broad-cloth of England, were 
showu on the counter" of William !<t fl'l't and "~all; and it iSR curious circumstance, 
that through all the war, "~illialll Prince, of Flushiurr continued his u(lverti8ement 
of fruit ancl flown,.:, of magnolias and apricots, andt:>~f the fine"t grafts and the 
rare,.:t :-tc(>rl"'." 
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ant· general, and gave him the corresponding English allow­
ance; which, on account of the dearness of every thing (by 
reason of which we had had difficulty in making both ends 
meet). proved very acceptable to us. At the same time he gave 
him a command at Long Island, which island lies opposite Xew 
York, being separated from it by only a narrow channel called 
the East river. I was not able during the winter to be with 
him, as the house, in which he had hi, quarters, was not habit­
able for me, as it was possible to heat only a few rooms in it. 
My husband, accordingly, went back and forth, which he easily 
did all winter, as every thing was 'l',ict. The autumn before he 
was appointed to this post, he had a scvere relapse of his old 
complaint, causcd probably by a cold which he caught by going 
in sea-bathing whilc heated. He suddenly became perfectly 
stiff and could not speak; and had it not been for friend Colo­
nel 'iVurmb, who, fortunately, was in his room, it might, perhaps, 
have been all over with him. The doctor immediately opened 
a vein and rubbed him strongly, allIl God once more spared him 
to me; but his cramps, oppressions, headaches, and drowsiness 
increased. All the physicians gave it as their opinion that the 
climate thoroughly disagreed with him, and that he never would 
be any bcttcr as long as he remained in t h .. southern provinces 
of North America. Still there was nothing ebl' for us to do. 
My husband could not think of receiving pcrmission to leave, 
and was, therefore, obliged to remain at his post. 

In the spring of 17~1, I also settled down on LUllg Island, 
where we, although pretty loncsomc, lIJi,~ht have lived perfcctly 
contented if we only could have been without solicitude: but 
as the river was not frozen over, the Amcricans constantly 
attempted surprises in order to takc prisoners. ~la.ior ~Iay­

baum was drawn out of his bed; and we knew that they aimed 
to do the same thing with my husband, Our house was situ­
ated close to the shore and was perfectly isolated, so that if they 
had ovcrcome the watch, they could easily have carried him 
away. Everyone was therefore constantly on thc watch. 



184 LETTERS AND J()[,RNALS 

Throughout the entire night, at the slightest noise, he would 
wake up and place himself in readiness for an attack; and thus 
he lost cUII,iderable sleep. I also became so accustomed to 
watching, that day light would often surprise me, when I would 
lie down and catch a few hours sleep; for it was only when my 
Illd,and believed that I was wide awake and on guard, that he 
wonld allow himself to sleep - so terrible was to him the 
thought that he might again be taken prisoner. We had from 
our hom;e a magnificent prospect. Every evening I saw from 
my window the city of X ew York entirely lighted up, and, as 
the city is built close to the shore, I saw its reflection in the 
water. ". e heard al"" the beating of the drums, and, if every 
thing was particnlarly still, even the calls of the sentinels. We 
had our own boat and could cross over in it to New York in a 
quarter of an hour. 

Onc day I ,,,w out of a window of my room, a fleet of thirty­
five ship' approaching under full sail, and shortly afterward, 
from another window, I perceived them all lying at anchor 
between us and the city. '\Iy husband had many English under 
his cOlllmund, and among others thc light dragoons. Although 
the EII;.dish tn,o!,s are proud, aud, as it is said, difficult to 
mauage, yet they lon',] my husband, and were perfectly contented 
under hi, command. (.11 one occasion, when the English offi· 
cer" were dining with us, my husband said to them that he 
would accompany thcm back to their camp; whereupon they 
very ],,)Iitely beegcd me also to go with the party. I, therefore, 
,eate,] mysclf in a carriage, and reached the camp in advance of 
them. Bnt I believe that they had sent word of my arrival 
ahead of me, for an officer callie up, and, to my great perplexity: 
)'eCj1lc,tcd mc to get out "f the carriage and walk with him down 
the line. l'pon my complying with his recjuest, I was greeted 
with all military honors, even to the beating of drums, which still 
more increased my confusion. I remarked to the officer that 
thi, was not suitable to me, and that we German women were 
not :lccu,tomed to ,nelt distinctions. But he at once yery politely 
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answered that their whole corps could not sufficiently honor the 
wife of a general who, as their commanding officer, treated them 
with so much kindness; and more than all this, they would 
never forget what I had done for their comrades at 3arat"ga. 
Althongh not unmindful of all this, which was very Battering and 
agreeable, I welcomed the first favorable moment to get away. 

During our sojourn in this place, I often saw p~ople buried 
up to their necks in the earth; for in this mmmer they cure 
the scurvy. 

'We had a hospital in this place, in which were many wounded 
and invalid sailors. These good people replied to those who 

bewailed their fate: "'" e have fought for our king, and are 
satisfied, and when we are once in Chelsea,* we shall be suffici­
ently rewarded." This is an excellcnt h""l'ital for seamen, 
near J .. ondon, where they are kept, clothed, and nursed in the 
best manner. 

About this time, General Phillips was sent off on an expedition 
to Carolina. The p:trtillg on both sides was painful. \\' e never 
again beheld this excellent friend, for he died there of an inflam­
matory fever, which he brought upon him by exposure. We 
have always mourned his loss. lIe was a very brave man, and a 
thorough friend to his friends. 

A" the health of my husband did not get any better, and 
his presence, moreover, was necessary to that portion of his 
corps which had remaincd behind in ('alla,la, General ('linton 
was finally induced to send him thither, although he loved 
him so much that he partcd from him with regret. This friend­
ship continued between them-although separated-until the 
death of the former general. 

As the time of our departure had been continually very uncer­
tain, I had not wished to wean my little daughter "\.lllerica, and 
had accordingly nursed her the whole of the fourteen months. 
Finally, however, she became so large that I feared my milk would 

* I. e., Greenwich Hoe.pitnl. 

~-! 



1"G LETTERS AXD JOURNALS 

III ,t hold out, aud I therefore weaned her the beginning of May. 
But by this course I immediately brought upon myself a mis­
fortune which occasioned me even more vexation; namely, an 
eruption of the ,kin to which most of the people in this warm 
climate are :;lll,jed. Little pimples come out o~er the whole 
limb, "'hich itches so that one has uo peace whatever. They 
come with the hot and disappear with the cold weather: other­
wif'c the persou i, perfectly well. 

Our departure was determined upon for the month of July. 
I had for so long a time received my orders for wood, that 
during my sojourn upon Long Island, I had saved thirty cords; 
amI I now wished to give them back to my excellent major of 
the commissariat, who had helped me so faithfully. But he 
would not receive it, but begged me me either to sell it, or share 
it with the poor. "I know you," said the honest man, "you 
will take more sati,j'lclion in alleviating distress." This was 
the view of the Ca,c that my husband and myself both took. 
",T e, therefore, gave twenty cords to a very worthy family of 
royalist:;, who had already lost much of their property and 
were afterwards obliged to emigrate, and divided the remaining 
ten eon]:; among other poor families. 

Refore going away, we desired to deliver up our furniture, 
but tltey did not wish to recei,'e it, saying' that it belonged to 
11>', and tllat we had better take it with us to Canada, where we 
would certainly need it. 'Ve, however, did not wish to abuse so 
much kill<lnc", aud accordingly sent it back into the Royal 
Jlla,~azinc, eXCL'jit one English bedstead which we kept by way of 
l'L'llll'lllbrance. ~ ~\'Crtheless, I must frankly confess that I after­
ward somewhat repented of my decision, partly because we found 
nothing whatever in Canada, and partly because this beautifnlly 
furnished Royal mai,!azine was subsequently plundered and 
burned by tbe Americans. .\t last we set ont, or rather went, 
on lJourd the ship,* for we remained at anchor within about an 

* The name of the ship was the Little Seal. 
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hour's sail of New York, for more than a week. General Clin­
ton, desiring our safe convoy, had selected an u!,:ent (ship's agent) 
whom he supposed to be an active and skilled man, and desired 
him to seek out from among those ships that were to sail, one 
that should be comfortable and at the same time a good sailer­
one that could run away from danger and not be captnred on the 
way. But this furnishes fresh evidence how the best of us are 
deceived; for this agent was a corrupt, coarse and ignorant man, 
who either, through laziness, had not taken the trouble to 
examine the ship, or, as often happens, had been bribed by the 
ship's captain. But enough: we were placed on board one of 
the smallest and most miserable ships of the whole fleet, upou 
which, we were often in such danger from falling behind, that 
the captain of the second man·of-war, appointed to convoy us. 
Wa>! obliged to tow us, that is, to draw us along by a rope. For 
this purpose, one end of a great cable was attached to the towed 
ship, and the other was made fast to the man·of-war which drew 
us along. This, however, was very unpleasant, and often, indeed, 
dangerous; for if there was a calm, one ship would strike against 
the other, and if we had been so unlucky as t" meet a ship of 
the enemy, we would have been obliged to receive the sbock of 
battle. Besides, our ship had too few sailors, which would have 
been the cause of additional danger if we had been overtaken by 
a hurricane; in which case we should probably have been upset, us 
on account of the ,;mall number of men, we coulJ unt have taken 
in the sails quickly enough, especially as the ship was leaky allli 
all the men would have had to be I'laceJ at the pumps. And to 
crown all, our ship was badly loaded, and lay so much upon one 
side, that we were obliged, while on the 1"1"S;I.~l', tOJ fill empty 
casks with sea·water in order to ~i,'c the ship the necessary 
equilibrium, an emergency which ought always to be guarded 
against. In addition to all this, the company of the above 
mentioned agent, was in the highest degree unpleasant. We 
werc obliged to defray his expenses, and have him ncar us, 
where he made himself exceedingly troublesome by his grnlll-
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bling and whininl!' yawns, by which he wakened all the men on 
the ship, and even ourselves, although we were in another room. 

Just ''', we were on the eve of embarking, we met with still 
another great vexation. Our faithful negroes, a man, his wife 
and a y"un,~ kinswoman of theirs, were reclaimed by their first 
owner (from whom they had been taken on the ground that he 
m" a rebel), under the pretense that he had again become a 
royalist; and he IH'1Jl1~ht an order, that they should be delivered 
up to him, actually at the very moment in which the signal had 
been ;:iven for our departure, c\s they had served us faithfully, 
and the man Was a bad master who treated them shockingly, 
the ~hrieb and lameutations of these poor people were very great. 
The young maiden (Philli:; by name), fainted, and when she again 
came to herself, would hear nothing whatever about leaving us. 
:'he threw herself at my feet and embraccd them with clasped 
hands so strun;:!y, that they were obliged to tear her away by 
force. .'Iy husband offered her master money for her; bnt when 
the latter ob:;erncl that we wished so much to keep her, he de· 
manded for this girl thirty guineas, a sum which my husband did 
not wish to give. Had it not been at the very moment of our 
departure, I believe that we would have kept her notwithstand· 
ing, I" e Illade them a present of their clothing, und also the mat· 
trc",;es, which, in "iew of the voyage, we had had made for them, 
This "cry course, however, affected them still more, and Phillis 
cried out, " If I du not die, I will come agaill to you, even to the 
end of the world." 'fhi,; good maiden, also, afterward actually 
bep:~erl two or three persons to take her with thelll and bring 
her to me, adding at the same time, "3Iy guud lady willbe very 
glad to pay Illy I",:;:;agc." :-;he was perfectly right, but as none 
of these persons Were confident in the matter, they were not 
willing tu take charge of her. 3Iy husband had the money for 
this one purcha'e, but her greedy muster, in order to compel us 
to buy them all three, refused to sell her separately; and as this 
would have been too much for our purse, we were obliged to 
reliu'lui,;h the lle,i,~n. lYe afterwards, however, repented that 
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we did not make the sacrifice, as we found that the female 
domestics in Canada were too simple and too clumsy. 

The very first day of our voyage my eruption entirely disap­
peared, which rejoiced me exceedingly. This distemper, how­
ever, had rather an evil inflnence on my health the rest of my 
life, for three days afterward I was taken with such severe pains 
in my head and teeth, that I could neither eat nor sleep - and 
I had to endure this state of things day and night. The sharp­
ness of the pain took hold of my \"Cry vitals; and my feet were 
so cold that they could not be warmed even with hot water. 
They gave me opium, which, it is true, stupified me somewhat, 
but gave me no sleep, as my pains were tuu violent; and I 
therefore suffered in this way during the whole YO)""."O' 

We had all kinds of mishaps on our p""a:c;e. "\lllullg other 
things, a ship, during a calm, once came too near us and gave 

us a tremendous thump, and we were obligeu tu push it away 
with poles. At another time, also, a ship, with' its stern, tore 
away our little necessary, and it was very fortunate that no one 
was in it at the time. 

One day, while we were enveloped by a thick mist, we thought 
we saw land. Most fortunately, however, at the same instant 
the mist, owing to a gust of wind, suddenly drew up like a cur­
tain; and then the captain noticed with terror that we were at 
a place called Dusky-bay and close to a well known and dan­
gerous rock, which, Ull account of its shal'''' is calleu the " old 
woman," and actually looks like one sitting thl're with bent back 
and bowed head. He immediately cried out tu the c"l'tain of 
the man-of-war tliat had us in tow, who, making this yuyage for 
the first time, did not know of this danger; and at the same 
moment a favorable wind fortunately arose, which we used to 
such good advantage that in less than an hour we had left this bay, 
which by the way is full of rocks, and on which ships are often 
wrecked. In the course of this voyage, we tuuched at X ova 

Scotia, where we landed for a short time. We were welcomed 
at this place in thc most friendly manner. The gUYl'!"Iwr and 
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his wife (both amiable people) begged us at ouce to dine with 
them. We acccpte,l this invitation, and found assembled at 
their house, a very agreeable company, consisting of' seven or 
eight families, who were continually exchanging visits one with 
another. The next day, they sholved us, not only the city 
itself, but the country in the immediate vicinity, with which 
we were exceedingly pleased. One can live in this place very 
cheaply. ~c,,-fi,h. abo, are found here remarkably good. It 
\Va, remarked upon as a curious circnmstance, that while, before 
the revoluti"n. lub,ters or large craw-fish had never been seen 
in this yicinit y; yet no sooner had that strug:;le commenced, 
than numbers of them left the continent of X"rth America and 
came t" .\few ~eutland This gave rise to a standing joke among 
the PeOld!.' "t" this Idace, that the lobsters were good royalists, 
and accordingly wure the English (red) uniform.* Dnring our 
stay in New ~l·"tlalld, I suffered so terribly with the tooth-ache, 
that I resul ved to have the troublesome tooth extracted In order 
IWlrev!.'r. to 'p"re my husband and children all care and an'xiety, 
I :;"t up at five o'clock in the morning, aud sent for our chirur­
ge"u, who was considered very skillful in drawiug teeth. We 
went into a remote room, where he made me sit down on the' 
earthen flu"r, and Ivith a coarse, dirty instrument, gave me snch 
a jerk that I certainly thonght he had done the bnsiness, and 
askccl him for my tooth. "Only have patience a moment 
IOIl,~cr," sai,l he. as he made me again sit down, giving, at the 
sallie tillie, another tll,C: at the tuoth. Xuw, thonght I, I have 
surely ,~ot rid of it; but by "" lUanner of means, for he had, on 
the contrary, seized hold "I', alld loo~ened a healthy tooth, with­
out, however, pulling it entirely out. I was exceedingly angry 
at this bungling: and, although he offered to pnll this and the 
decayed one, I cuuld not, and wonld not again trnst myself to 
hilU. I have had C'.' "Jd rea" ", to repent this experiment; for 

* Thi~ illustration i:-3 not a happy one, !:l-incc they do not wear this uniform until 
they nre pretty well c()(lkul. 
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this loosened tooth was so pressed npon one side, that for more 
than two years afterward it prevented me from shutting my 
teeth together; while, in addition, this experience made me 
such a coward, that I have never been able to bring myself to 
snbmit to a similar operation. 

During the remainder of our voyage, we had a few storms, 
and just as we entered the river St. Lawrence, we met with the 
disagreeable mishap of losing two anchors. We anchored in 
this river every evening on account of the ebbing of the tide. 
D nfortunately an anchor was dropped upon a reef, which on 
acconnt of the continual motion of the ship by the wind, parted 
from the cable. They then threw out a second anchor, wbitb 
met with the same fate. ". e had now only one small anchor 
left. If we had lost that we should have been at the 'purt of 
the wind, and would have had to I""" an exeeeelin;.:l)" wretl"bcel 
night. At the same time, abo, our pr"yi,iun" failed us. a Loat 
that we had sent ashore haying brought back only some j'mb 

and eggs. All these ("oll/r'-/"'''I''< made my husband rc",]ve 

that we should not remain another night on board the sbip_ 
Accordingly, when the ship again came to anchor t b" same eve­
ning, he ordered the long-boat to IJl' let down, and we, namely, 
my husband and myself, our children, buth the aids-,!e-ean'l'. my 
maid servants and two atknelanb, ,cated ul\I',ell'"" in it and were 
carried to the land. '" e chanced upon a pretty e' ,I ta_~l' occupied 
by a peasant, where we were received in a ycry fricndly manner. 
The captain of the ship brought us hither, t";.:e!iIer with our 
pilots. Some of thc'"e pil"t" come un board, immcdiately upon 
the ships entering any di"lanec within the St. LaWn'lll'C. These 
people are well paid, receiving often twenty guincas. ,\s the 
ships are all insured, every sea captain is hound at his peril to 
take one. On the contrary, however, every l'al'lain is rclea>Ctl 
from all responsibility, the moment the pilot i, on I'oan!. who 
then takes the entire charge, and is answerable with his head 
for any danger. 

!\Iy husband, with onc of his aids.de.camp, went on, the same 
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evening, to QIIl'bcc, and I followed him the next day, but did 
not arrive there until three d"Y' afterward. The country through 
which I 1''''''',1, was cxeeedingly picturesque. Every inhabit­
ant has a .~ood house, which they take great pains to cleanse 
thoroughly once a year. This causes them to have a very neat 
In"k. and .~i\"e, them, abo, a glistening appcarance in the dis­
tance.* ,b their sons, and also their sons-in-law, as soon as mar­
ried, build close to their parcnts, very pretty settlements soon 

spriH~' up around thcm, 011 which account these people call them­
sclYe.' '",bitan., (settlers), and not peasants. These dwellings, 
everyone of which has attached to it a stable, orchard and 
pa,tura",·, lie alnn.~ the St. Lawrence, and present a splendid 
appcarancc, c"l'l'cially til those who sail up and down the river. 
To every housc, als", an ice cellar is attached, which is madc 
with very little trouble. . \ holc, for instancc, is dug in the earth. 
This is then filled, first with icc and thcn with water, which, 
iu l'''I1.~,.aliu;c·, fills up all the interstices, and makes thc top as 
,moH,th as thc surface of a mirror. Uver this the inhabitants 
lay a very clean board, and place upon it various articles of food, 
which are thus kept with the grcatest clcanlincos. They take 
spccial l'ains tu keep out of the ice-house any straw or hay, 
which they say causes the ice to melt more quickly. These ice 
huusc.' are indispensablc, particularly as each one kills his own 
cattlc, l1"r wuuld they be able otherwise to keep the mcat fresh in 
summer when the heat is vcry I'reat. As a general thing, these 
ice cellars are made under their barns, 

Thl'''' people, abo, keep in summer much cattle, which they 
kill at the bef'il1lliug of winter, and bring into the city for sale. 
~"'1ll' "j" the anilllals that they keep, for their own support­
such as beeyes, sheep aud swine - they drive to the forest in 
the morning, and only in the evening give them provender in 

* 'Thell )[1':<. Riedesel f:.uy:;:., "clean~c them every yt'ar." she probably meant, 
" lI'ltUt lI'a.41," though she dOC8 Dot ll~l' that word. One who has eyer passed down 
the ~t. Lawrence, will recail the Shining appearance of the Canadian cottages, the 
etrect of the whitewash. 



OF MRS. GENERAL RIEDESEL. 193 

the stable. They have, also, in this part of the country, a little 
fish called small cod, * which are caught under the ice. For 
this purpose large holes are made in the ice at intervals of six 
to eight hundred feet. In these openings they place nets 
which arc made fast to great poles by strong cords. In this 
way they catch sometimes five or six sledges full. The fish are 
then thrown into the ice-cellars, where they freeze instantly, and 
they remain in this condition until they are needed. Then 
they are brought forth, thawed out, placed immediately in the 
kettle, and eaten. These fish, especially when fried in butter, 
taste very nicely. 

The dwellings are exceedingly comfortable; and in them one 
finds remarkably good and clean beds. All the heads of the 
households have curtained beds; and, as the sitting-rooms are 
very large, they have their beds stand in them. They have, 
moreover, great ovens, in which they cook. Their soups are 
very substantial, and consist, for the most part, of bacon, fresh 
meat and vegetables, which are cooked all together in a pot, alld 
served out at the same time with the entremets. The {'ana­
diana prepare a kind of sugar from the maple-tree which for this 
reason, is called the sugar-maple. They go in the spring of the 
year into the forest, armed with kettles and \,ob. in which the 
sap is gathered from incisions made in the trees. It is then 
boiled and that which is uppermost, and on that account the 
best, they keep especially for their own lI'C. This maple-sugar 
has only one fault, that it is too brown; otherwise it is right 
good, especially for diseases of the breast. 

The natives are hospitable and jovial, singing and smoking 
the whole day long. The women frequently have goitres. 
Otherwise, however, the people are healthy and live to be quite 
old. Indeed, it is not unfrequent to meet with very aged 
persons living with their great grandchildren, who take the 
greatest care of them. 

* Probably Tom-cod. 
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"'e "nin',l in Quebec the middle of September, ]781, after 
a journey of eight weeks, and were welcomed in a very friendly 
manner. My husband won gained the affection of the English 
JJieutenant General Haldimand, (who was the governor of the 
prul'illcc and the commander-in·chief of the troops in Canada) 
although he had been represented as a man with whom it was 
difficult to get along, as n"1,,,(ly cOlll,1 ever please him. I had 
the ".tisfaction not only of receiving kindness from him, but of 
winning his fricndship, which I also kept as long as he lived.* 
People endeavored to inspire us with distrust of him; but we 
would hear nothing "f!aim-t him. On the contrary, we behaved 
toward him with great opcn-hcartiness - a line of conduct 
which he was not slow to acknowledge with thanks, especially 
as he was very little accustomed to such treatment in this place. 
(;n'at changes were now made in the governor's house, which 
up to this time had resembled a barrack. He had it now fur­
nished and arranged after the English fashion; and, although 
he had only been here five years, yet his gardens were already 
full of choice fruib and loreign plants, which one would 
"'aicely have believed could be made to grow in this climate. 
He had. however, taken advantage of an excellent southern 
expJstll"e. The house was situated on a height, almost on the 
vcry tr,p. 'Ye remained four weeks in Quebec, during which 
time, Ueneral IIaldimand went with my hmband to Sorell, and 
pointed out to him where he \Vas to be ,tationed in that place. 
"'bile tbere he said to him, wit,h great friendliness, that he felt 
badly at our huving to reside here in such miserable lodgings, 
but as this \Y"~ a l""t of considerable importance he knew of no 
one 00 ~"pable of filling it as himself. As he was unable to 

* Papct's diary, speaking of this general ~a'y~: H His excellency, General 
Haldimand, if; not a friend of great formaJitie:o:, hut fond of a good dinner, and 
~atii'-th-d when he can quietly smoke bhe: pipe in bis seat before the chimney." 
Another Brunswick officer does more justice to the general, and considers bim one 
of till' most dcscning officers England ever had j and one, H whom the Brunswick. 
fT,; will always remember with the greate8t gratitude and esteem." 
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bave a house built for us immediately, be bougbt one, tbe walls 
of wbich bad only just been completed. He, bowe,er, gave 
orders tbat every tbing should be in readiness for our reception 
by Cbristmas.eve, and begged us to give directions for the 
arrangement of our rooms. In the meantime we resided with 
an inbabitant of the place. Our plan was ;:iYCll out; aud to 
our great astonishment we were able to eat our ('hri,tlllas pie, 
in our new house-with which dish the English alway, cele­
brate Cbristmas day - although the trees for our building had 
not been felled nor the boards sawed until after our arri,'a!. 
L pon tbe walls pretty paper.hangings were pasted, and we had 
really quite a spruce residence. ". e had a large JilJiu;:']"(">lIl, 
and near by, a pretty room for my husband, dose t" which wa.> 
our sleeping apartment: tben came a cunning little nur.-,·ry. to 
which was attached a closet fitted up especially for our del,·,( 
daughter; and last of all, a large and beautiful parlor, which we 
used as a sitting room. The entry resembled more a fine apart­
ment.. Along its sides were benches, and in it ,tnnd a great 
stove, from which strong pipes extended to the ceiling all,l 
heated the whole house. OYer head were still four large rooms: 
one for our female sen'ants; another for our male JUllle,ties; 
and the two others for spare chambers. 

In the spring of 17S~, two covered passage· ways wen' built 
on to the house, one of which led to the kitchen, and the other to 
our wash house. Over this latter was the guard room. 'Ye 
did not live in the village of I'un,] I itself, but aI,,,,,! a quarter 
of a mile distant, and so near the uLltl""h, that, as my husband 
did not wish til be captured, six IIIl'U ,Ie!,! eyer)' night in the entry 
npon the benches. Onr immense stove, which stood in this hall, 
gave out such an amount of heat, that the house was kept always 
so warm, that notwithstanding the biting c"IJ which exi,b in 
Canada, we never felt in the least chilled as long as we remained 
in the house. An unpleasant circumstance, however, happened 
to us, namely: our walls became warped during the winter, 
teal'ing our pretty paper-hangings, and creating draughts of air. 
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In the summer of 178~, my husband made a journey of three 
weeks, during: which time I begged the English artisans, who, 
according to the ord~rs of the governor, were all at our disposal, 
to hel p me set every thing to right, against his return. Cabi­
net-makers, painterti and paper-hangers all set themselves to 
work. The walls were repaired; doors, windows, chairs, and 
tables painted afresh, and the rents in the wall-paper mended 
with new paper which I had brought hither. On his ret'Jrn, my 
husband found to his great amazement every thing arranged in 
perfect order, and, as it were, a new honse, and all this too had 
been accomplished with very little cost, as we were not allowed to 
give the artisans any thing except their food and drink; for 
which recompense, however, they worked with a will. Our 
company consisted solely of men. What we missed of society, 
however, was fully made up to us during both the winters, we 
spent in Canada, by the invitations which we received from 
General Haldimand to visit him at Quebec, where we staid six 
weeks at a time, at the house of Dr. ;\labine, a staunch friend of 
the general. We dined every day with the general who, at the 
same time, was so kind as even to seud for my children. In the 
evening he wonld cume to the house of our host to make a hand 
at cards and take supper. He said that he did this in order 
not to keep me from my children. He often played until mid­
n i"ht, sometimes, indeed, till after one o'clock; but he was so 
polite as not to force me to remain up against my will, and 
accordingly I could not have retired even had I been so disposed. 
I have hardly ever seen a man who was more amiable and friendly 
to those to whom he had once given his friendship; and we 
flattered ourselves that we were included amoug 'that number. 

In the spring of 17:-:~, he begged us to come to ;\Iontreal, 
where he had business, on which occasion he assured us, that 
the time which he then spent with us, was the dearest moment 
of his life. I rode to ;\Iontreal in a sledge, upon the river St. 
Lawrence which was frozen solid. We remained there abont a 
week, and returned home in the same manner. This proceeding, 
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however, was not only very imprudent, but in the highest degree 
hazardous; for by this time it had begun to thaw, and along the 
whole of our track, which was marked by branches of trees stuck 
up at intervals, the ice was already covered with water. (I 
may here remark, that this practice of marking out a particular 
path on the ice by these trees, soon makes a well beaten road, 
as every sled goes in the same track). Our Canadian drivers 
seemed to be quite timid, but they would not go out of the regu­
lar beateu track, as they said there was less danger in following 
that, than in making a new one. At last about five o'clock in 
the afternoon, we arrived at Sorell in safety, though we had 
traveled most of the way in water which, at times, came into 
our sledges. The next morning when I got up, I saw, to my 
horror, a ship under full canvas, sailing up the river in the very 
track that we had come over with so much risk the night pre­
vious.* 

The Canadian winter is very healthy, although severe; for as 
the weather is steady, one can take proper precautions a~'aillst the 
cold. Thus is it, that the people here do not suffer from cold 
near as much as with us. In the beginning of Xu\'cmlJl'r, each 
household lays in all their stores for the winter. I was \'cry 
much astonished when they asked me how many fowls, and par­
ticularly how many fish I wished to have for the winter; I asked 
where I should keep the latter as I had no fish-pond? •. In the 
loft," they replied, "where they will keep better than in the 
cellar." I accordingly laid away, between three and foul' hun­
dred, which kept fresh and sweet the entire winter. ,\11 that 
was necessary to do, when we wanted something for 0111' table, 
such as meat, fish, eggs, apples amd lemons, wa, to put them 
in cold water the day previous. By thi" means, all the frost 
was taken out, and the meat and fish became as juicy and ten­
der as they are with us. The fowls, moreover, are packed in 

'" There is nothing improbnble in this statement. Frequently toward8 8pring, the 
whole surface or Lake Champlain, for instance, wil1 be cover~d apparently with 
solid icc one day, while on the next, not the IC'tl.;t particle of it CRn be seen. 
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the snow, which forms around them such a crust of ice, that 
thcy have to be chopped out with a hatchet. They have a fruit 
in Canada, which is called ottocas. * It grows in the water, is 
red, and as large as a Rmall cherry, but without a stone. It is 
carefully gat hered, particularly by the Indians, and sold without 
the stalk. It makes a very good preserve, especially if picked 
after a hard frost. :\ll other fruit is very scarce; and only in 
)Iontreal, can one find good, yes, excellent apples, viz: "rei· 
uettes," and a kiud of large red apple, of a very excellent lIavor, 
which is called" bowrrassas." The Canadians pack them in 
barrels which must be headed up, and pasted "vcr with paper, 
where they keep good until the very last. But small barrels 
are used for this purpose, for if they are once broken open the 
apples can no lunger be preserved. Fruit, however, is very dear, 
especially pears, which are less seldom met with than apples, 
and are not so easily kept. I ordered six barrels of apples, 
and half a barrel of pears. Oue can imagine my snrprise at 
being compelled to pay Jor them, twenty·one gnineas. I had, 
it is true, asked the price beforehand, but they had not been 
able, at that time, to name a definite sum. My husband had a 
large patch of ground behind our house, converted into a pro­
ductive garden, in which he planted twelve hundred fruit trees. 
This made the garden not only ornamental, but useful, espe· 
cially as we raised in it a few vegetables. Every thing grew 
"plc-ndidly; and each evening, we went into the garden and 
picked between one hundred and fifty and two hundred cucnm­
bel'S, which I made into pickles. This manner of preparing 
these vegetables, was not known to the Canadians; and I accord­
ingly made them all presents of pickles, particnlarly our good 
General HaldillJUnd, who declared them to be excellent. 

It was, in Ed, as if I liyed upon a magnificent farm. I had 
my cows, a large number of fowls, and Yirginia hogs, which are 

* The cranberry. The Canndian pl'a"3ut,..; :o:till :-:1·11 them in the markets at 
lIontreal, uuder this uame. 
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black, smaller than ours, and very short-legged. I also made 
my own butter. This was trnly the promised land to the 
soldiers, for their barracks were prettily fitted up, and attachcd 
to each one was a garden. My husband gave them seeds; and 
it afforded us great satisfaction to see their house-keeping, espe­
cially their kitchen arrangements; a pleasure we often indulged 
in when we were out walking. They exchanged half of the 
salt meat they received for fresh; after which they would boil 
both kinds together in a large kettle with all sorts of vegetables 
and dumplings. There was also considerable ri\-alry among 
the soldiers as to which of them could prepare the lJc,t meal. 
They divided regularly among each other all their wurk. :-:(lmc 
worked in the garden; others attended to the cooking; some 
kept the barracks clcan i and others again went out into the 
forest and cut wood, which they brought in on little carts made 
especially for that purpose. My hu,1,alld, also, had fi,hillg IIcts 
made and each company went fishing in turn. Eyery time they 
went, they were so considerate as to send us some of thc fish which 
they had caught. In this way they had fish two or three timcs 
a week; bcsi,le,; which they received cyery six ,lay, a lwttlc of 
rum, rice, butter, twelYe pounds of Indian-meal for bre;"l. all,1 
every day either a pound of salt pork or half a pound of beef. 
Yet, notwithstanding all this, the greater portion ofthcm looked 
wistfully toward their native land. :lly husband had al"o 
Indians under his command who loved him ycry much. His 
frank disposition had completely won their heart,;. Before my 
first arrival in Canada, one of his IlIlli;Il". named Hansel, 
heard that he was sick, was married, and felt "\"Cry uneasy 
at my not having arri\·cd. He, theref"re, came with his wife, 
to my husband, and said to him, II :-:el' here now! I love my 
wife, but I also love thee, and as a proof of my sincerity I 
gi\'e her to thee!" My husband replied, II I thank thee and 
recognize thy attachment, but I alreadj have a wife, whom I 
love, and I, therefore, beg thee to keep thine own." Upon this 
rerusal he seemed sad and very much l'a~t down i and it was 
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only after considerable persuasion tbat he could be induced to 
take back his wife, whom I afterwards saw very frequently. 
f'he was (Juite handsome. This Hansel was not, it is true, a 
real Indian, but a German, who in a battle with the savages, 
had been taken prisoner with several others, when only fifteen 
years old. All the rest of his party who were not captured, 
were killed. All of his companions were killed, but his figure, 
and his courageous defense had so pleased the Indians that they 
gave him his life on the consideration that he would marry 
among them and assume their manners and dress, which he 
accordingly did. The life of a savage must be very attractive, 
for a nephew of General Carleton lived a long time among them; 
married an Indian; and became so accustomed to this restless, 
but free and pleasant life, that it was not until many years after­
wards, and only after repeated entreaties, that he returned to 
his uncle. He then married the general's sister-in-law, a pretty 
and amiable person, but, they told me, he continually longed 
after his former mode of life, and his Indian wife, the marriage 
with whom was afterwards annulled. He served in the army, I 
believe, as a major, aud was au exceedingly agreeable man. 

It was at this time that I saw the renowned chief of the 
Indians, Captain Brant, whose likeness has been engraved. As 
hc showed considerable intellect and talent when very young, 
General Carleton sent him to England to visit the king, upon 
whom he made so good an impresRion that he had him educated, 
and promised to care for him in the future. He profited by the 
tuition which he received, but when he was between twenty and 
twenty.ji,ur years old, he begged very hard to be sent back to 
his family.* ~~t the time we were in Canada, he was the leader 
of the Indians. He conversed well, possessed polished man~ 
ners, and was highly esteemed by General Haldimand. I have 
dined with him at the general's. He was dressed partly as a 
military man, and partly as an Indian. lIe had a manly and 

* Mr~. Ricdc:o:.el was misinfonned in regard to the early life of Brant. IIis first 
vi:-;it to England was in 1775, at the age of thirty-tllree. Vide Stone's Life Of Brant. 
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intelligent cast of couuteuance. His character was very gentle. 
My husband was once invited to a gathering of Indians, where 
they first made him a speech, and then begged him to take a 
seat among them. They then offered him a pipe of tobacco, 
which with them is the highest compliment they can pay, and 
is an evidence of their eRteem and friendship. They also gave 
him a name which in their language ,i~llifiesTHE sn;. He, in 
turn, invited them to visit him. They came, and he entertained 
them, after the fashion of their race, with tobacco and rum. 

One of these Indians especially, was decorated with medals 
which are marks of personal prowess. We invited him to dinner 
and forced him to drink. He drank, however, very little, and 
said to us in broken French, "Bon enfant Ie saU\·a~e, lorsque 
sobre, m:Lis trop btl, animal fcroce !" :\Iy daughter, Frederica, 
won his friendship. He begged her for a new ribbon, upon 
which to hang his medals, assuring her that then he should 
prize them stillmore highly. Altogetber, he was a very kind 
man, full of gentle courtesy. The Indians lay great stress upon 
dreams. A certain Johnson, before our arrival, became a rich 
man through this belief. It happened in tbis way: the Indians 
were in the habit of often coming to him and sayill~ to him, 
" Brother Johnson, we have just drcamed that we came to you, 
and you gave us a great quantity of rum and tobacco." "In that 
case," he would reply, "I must make your drcam come true," 
giving them of the same as much as they wished. This delighted 
them; and they came more frequently to repeat to him their 
seveml dreams. But one day he went to them and said, " ;II)" 
brothers, I also have just dreamed that I came to you, and that 
you were so well satisfied with the f,·iendship and hospitality 
which I have shown you, as to make me a present of a very 
large piece of land;" at the same time mentioning the particu­
lar tract. " Indeed!" they exclaimed, terribly frightened, 
" Have you dreamt that?' They immediately went out and 
held a consultation, the result of which was, that on their return, 

~G 
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they said, "Brother Johnson, we give you this piece of land, 
but do not d"clfm again.* 

The Indians gcnerally treat their bodies with harshness, 
making incisions and marks in their faces, which they paint 
with different colors in order to give them a more martial 
appearance. 

One daya youth was chosen ehiefofa tribe. This caused a mur­
muring among the other tribes, and at a general council so many 
offensive epithets were applied to him by one of the other chiefs, 
that after much altercation, his temper kindled; and, springing 
up, hc split open the head of his antagonist with his tomahawk. 
'When, however, he afterwards reflected upon the consequcnces 
of his rash step, which, among ':1""1'e8, occasions for all time 
feucl, and bloodshed between the tribe of the murdered and 
that of the murderer, he went to the house of the English 
commandant in the place, called for a black ribbon, punched 
holes in both his arms (through which he drew the ribbon, and 
with which he had his arms tied securely behind his back), and 
in this condition delivered himself up to the tribe of the Indian 
he had slain, at the same time acknowledging that he had killed 
one of their number in a fit of passion. He further said that 
in order to prevent the shedding of blood between the tribes, 
which otherwise must immediately follow, he had rendered him­
self defenselcsi', and now delivered himself up to them in this 
condition. l' pon this noble bebavior and his evident courage 
and penitence, tbe Indians of the injured tribe were so touched 
and pleased that they not only forgave but adopted him into 
their tribe in the place of the murdered man; and subsequently 
even ehose him for their chief. 

The Indians behave bravely in battle as long as victory is 
upon their side. But on retreats, as, for example, previous to our 

* A capita18tory, but utterly without foundation in truth. )lr6. Riedesel, how­
ever, undoubtedly tells it as it was related to her, as the story wa~ current at the 
time. rille StUlll"S Life of ,S'ir Brill .• Ioftnf/on, vol. I, page 325, where the facts in 
relation to the origin of the royal grant, arc given in full. 
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being taken prisoners at Saratoga, I saw them first run and then 
hide themselves. But it is very likely that this may have been 
caused by their fear of being captured and then killed. 

During the summer of 1782, we passed several weeks very 
pleasantly at Quebec. General Haldimand had built himself a 
house upon a hill, which he called Montmorency, after the great 
and famous waterfall of that name. He took us over to his 
house. It was his pet, aud certainly nothing could el[lIal its 
situation. This celebrated cataract of the Montmorency plunges 
down from a height of one hundred and sixty-three feet, with a 
frightful din, through a cleft between two mountains. While 
the general was pointing out to us this magnificent ,pee(ade, I 
accidently let fall the remark, that it must be splendid to have 
a little house directly over the cataract. Three weeks after­
wards he agaiu guided us to the fall. 'We made our way up the 
steep path, and over pieces of rock that were united by little 
bridges after the manner of Chille"e garden,;. 'Vhen we at last 
reached the top, he gave me his hand to assi,t me into a little 
building which hung directly over the fall itself. He wad 
amazed at my courage, when, without a moment's hesitation, I 
immediately entered it. But I assured him that I was not in the 
least afraid, when accompanied by such a careful man as him­
self. He showed us how the house was fastened in such a situa­
tiou. The manner of it was this. lIe had caused eight strong 
rafters to be extended from the bank, some distance over the 
chasm, through which the cataract plunged down. There beams 
rested for a third of their length upon the web. and upon thcm 
the house stood. It was a frightful but majestic ,.;i,"ht. ~lIr 

could one remain in the house long, for the din was hOl"riblc. 
Above this fall they catch very fine trout, which, however, once 
cost an English officer his life. He was springing from one 
rock to another, in order to catch them, when his foot slipped 
from nnder him, and he was carried away by the strength of 
the current. Xothing was ever found of him afterwards, but 

a few mangled limbs. 
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We were also at this fall once in the winter, on which occa­
sion the various and strange figures made by the ice, afforded a 
magnificent spectacle; but we missed the roaring of the waters. 
The cold was at that time so intense that even the general's 
~ra.lcira wine froze in the bottles. Instead of being spoiled, 
however, it was found to be especially fine when thawed out. 
Re ,~a"e us one day some of that which had not been frozen, 
and we found it most excellent. 

In the autumn of 1782, when I was far advanced in preg­
nancy, my husband received orders to go to the Isle aux Noix, 
and layout a fort which should protect the place in case of 
attack. During his absence I felt perfectly forlorn; and my 
only consolation was that he came to see me every three or four 
weeks. ()II his part, also, the time was passed at that place very 
unpleasantly. Re made from there a short journey to a place 
called Point de Fer, which lies at the confluence of the river 
Burcll with Lake Champlain, to visit the outposts. While there 
he came vcry near being burnt in the barracks. In the middle 
of the night he heard a great commotion; and, as thi" was an 
advanced post, he thought, for the moment, that the Americans 
had learned of his whereabouts, and were intending to capture 
him. While thus thinking an English officer came in and 
asked where the general was. U pan the latter answering 
" Here," he called out, " For God's sake, General, run, or we 
are both lost for the barracks are in flames." The subaltern did 
not allow my husband any time to gather together any of his 
things, so that he Was obliged to run out naked and barefoot, 
through the flames upon the ice. The danger was indeed great, 
"" aC('IIlIlIt of the barrels of' gunpowder stored in the barracks, 
which might easily have gone oft· had the flames reached them. 
However, as soon as my husband observed that the soldiers 
l'emained, and were busily engaged in extinguishing the fire, he 
returned aud dressed himself by one of the watch fires. 

In the meantime I was taken sick. During the absence of 
my husband I had been in the habit, by way of dissipating my 
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loneliness, of driving out in my carriage. On one of these occa­
sions, my pains, of which I already had premonitory symptoms, 
became so great as to compel me to return. They endeavored 
to persuade me to sit down at table, as I alone felt that I had 
a severe trial before me. I had hoped that my confinement 
would be delayed until my husband's arrival on the 5th, but I 
was disappointed in my expectations, and I was happily delivered 
of a beautiful little daughter. I was so well that I was able to 
write to my husband myself, announcing the new arrival. But 
as he wished very much for a little SUIl, he thought I was only 
joking; and wheu at table the health of his newly born daughter 
was proposed, he again read my letter attentively tu see if it was 
not really a little son. Finally, however, he was obliged to give 
in; but on his arrival home, on the 5th, he found the little 
maiden so handsome, that he was consoled for his disappoint­
ment, and the little.oue contributed mnch to the joy of us both. 
But, alas! this joy was of short duration, for she was spared to 
us only five months. I nursed her myself, but in doiug so, suf­
fered so much with my breasts, that I was obli~e,l to have an 
operation performed on them. I was strongly addsed not to 
nurse her longer, and I at last yielded, although with the great­
est reluctance, as I had almost a foreboding of what would be 
the sad result. The very first night after I had weaned the 
little one, my imagination became so very much excited, that I 
actually thought I heard a voice calling out to me, "You have 
done very wrong to wean her; she will die!" Half asleep and 
terribly frightened, I "J>l':lll~ out of bed, tore away the things 
which had been put on my breast to dry up the milk, and was 
about to give my dear little Canada (for so we had named her) 
the IJl'ea"t a~ai", But Illy nnrse would ""t allf'w it. giving as 
a reason, that it would only iujure the child, as she was now 
weaned. Three days afterward, she was attacked by a diar­
rhea, and on the 5th was very bad. They would not allow me 
to nurse her, as I was ab" very si~k with the milk· fever. But 
I can never forgive myself for allowing them to prevent me from 
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dDing as my judgment dictated; for I afterwards heard that 
they gave her very little nourishment. It is true that at length 
upon my repeated urging, our cook, who was a wet nurse, gave 
her the breast anew, which she took eagerly, but it was probably 
already too late. W c had a distinguished English physician, 
named Kennedy, come from Three Rivers, who, as soon as he 
saw the child, said it was dying from debility. He had an old 
hen killed, and took out the entrails, which he had cooked with­
out being cleaned. ()f this, he gave her every half hour injec­
till II";, which at first seemed tD infuse into her new life; but she 
Wa" t,," far gone til rally permanently, and we had the unhappi­
ness to lose her. .:IIy oldest daughter, Augusta, who had loved 
her little sister very mnch, became sick from sorrow j and my 
youngest daughter, .\.merica, also, almost died from the same 
cause, before her sister even was buried. But the physician 
who was still with us, made such good u,e of his remedies that 
she was spared to us. 

My hushand was so beside himself in consequence of all 
these calamities, that he could not be persuaded to come into the 
house, until the doctor ,,",ured him that his patients were all 
well. 

We huried our beloycd dead little one in S~rell j and the 
officer promised me that they would have a tombstone, with an 
in"Tiption, put over her grave, which would prevent the inha­
bit,,"t,.;, who were blind and zealous Catholics, from taking up 
the heretic child out of the consecrated earth. 

III Drder tD dissipate my sorrow, General Haldimand, in the 
summer of 1 j.'<::. 1,e~g .. <1 'l' t" visit him in Quebec. VIr e had, 
lWlI"el"er, when the invitation came, just heard of the death of 
my btllCr-in-law, and Illy husband, very naturally, therefore, 
101l;!e,lmore than ever to return to Europc. His health, also, was 
I"ery uncertain; and, although the climate of Canada suited him 
better than t hat of .\" ew York, yet he was never free from 
unpleasant buzzing,.; in his ears and violent headaches 80 far as 
re.~·arded myself, also, I wished very much to see my mother, 
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brothers and sisters, once more. Indeed, had it not been for 
this homesickness, I should have been perfectly contented in 
Canada; for the climate agreed well with my children, and we 
were beloved by, and on a very pleasant footing with the people. 
News had been received that as the preliminaries of peace had 
already been signed, our troops would, perhaps, be sent back to 
Europe that same year. General Haldimand, also, very m~ch 
wished to return to England, and had even gone so far as to 
solicit his recall. We often formed plans with each other to make 
the return voyage together on the same ship. One day, when 
we were at his house and were walking together in his garden, 
we saw a number of vessels arrive in the harbor, and among 
others, a very beautiful ship anchor at the foot of the mountain. 
The general said, "Those are certainly the \"L'"els that are to 
carry your troflpS back to Europe. Perhaps we shall make the 
journey together." Thereupon my little daughter, Frederica, 
who stood at my side, said tu him, "Well then, if we go, you 
must give us that ship, it is so beautiful!" ")Iy child," he 
replied, " I will do it right willingly, if it is a transport, but what 
would the king of England say if I should hire one especially 
for you, for the cost would be considerable?" "( lit:" she 
rejoined, " the king loves his wife and children, and it would 
certainly give him much pleasure if papa brought back his 
family safely; and yuu. would you not be delighted if your little 
wife was also takeu back without any mishap?" (The .",,,)d 
general always called my eldest daughter, '\lIgllsta, his little 
wife). He laughed heartily at this rally, and said, "Well. we 
will sec about it." 

Two days afterward, he called upon me in the morning, and 
with tears in his eyes told me, that we must separate. "You 
are to go, but I must remain. I shall miss you very much. I 
have found in your husband a man whom I can depend upon, 
and in your entire family friends-such as are seldom met witb. 
I had hoped that we should have returned together, but the 
king has ordered it otherwise, and I must obey him. l\Iean-
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while, I have thought over what your daughter said to me, and 
as it is my most earnest wish to have you make the voyage to 
Europe safely, I have myself examined the ship that has been 
chosen for you to see if it was suitable, but I find it unsafe. 
On the contrary, however, the one that your daughter was so 
pleased with, I find to be as good as I could wish for you, and 
therefore, alth"",~'h it is not of the number of those that were 
selected for the transportation of the troops, I have, neverthe­
less. assumed the responsibility of hiring it and having it put 
in proper order for the occupation of yourself and family. Now 
go and look at it, and order it fitted up for your comfort exactly 
as you wish. I have already given orders that every thing shall 
be as you desire. lOur husband is about to go to Sorell, and it 
would be well if you should also accompany him thither to make 
all necessary arrangements for your voyage. But you must 
return soou and give me your company for the little time that 
~ill remain to you before your departure." lIe then left me 
deeply moved. How could one not give such a man his whole 
friendship? 

An hour afterwards -'!ajor Twi"" came to take me on board 
the ship. It was a large West-India three-decker, and in good 
condition. The captain, also, Was highly praised as an excellent 
seaman, and a courteous and upright man. They sho~ed me 
every part of the ship, and requested me to select those apart­
lIlents I desired, as I would certainly need a dining and a sitting 
room. I lau;?;hed and said, " How can you manage to give me 
such accomnlOdations." "Let me alone for that," replied the 
major. He immediately ordered the cannons, which were on 
the ;:'11Il deck, to be taken away, a large window to be cut 
thruu,c;h above :t, and on each side closets,* for the gentlemen, 
in which their beds, chairs and tables were securely fastened. 
". e retained for ourselves the great cabin, in which my husband 
and myself had a closet with two beds, and close by one for our 

* State-rooms in modern parlance. 
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children. In short, every thing was comfortable as could be 
expected in Buch a floating prison. 

The day after I went to ~orell, in order to travel faster, I 
was advised to make the journey in a boat. I followed the sug­
gestion; but we soon found the water too shallow, and they told 
us we must again take to land. "But how shall we reach it," 
said I, "for here there is nothing but swamps and stones?" It 
was then proposed to carry us, which, indeed, was a frightful 
undertaking, for our bearers slipped every instant. When we 
at last reached the land, a new difficulty awaited us; for we were 
obliged to climb up a high and very stony mountain. I pro­
tested that I never should be able to ascend it; but the Cana­
dians who are inured to this kind of work, and can climb like 
chamois, assured me that this was a mere trifle to them, and 
besides, that there was nothing else left for us but to ,"cellll 
the mountain. Accordingly they carried up my children, at 
the same time that. two of the men dragged me up the ,",cent 
under their arms. The mountain was '0 steep, that those who 
went ahead of me, seemed as if they would fall on t., me; besides 
all of which, the heat was unbearable. Finally. after much 
toil and trouble, we arrived at the top; and it \Va" high time, 
for I was so completely tired out, that I was obliged to sit 
down, while my veins, also, were so swollen, frolll my having 
overheated myself, that my poor children /,olt exceedingly 
anxious about me. We were compelled to 1"'>5 a night on the 
way. I found, however, a good bed and some refreshment, both 
of which I needed to restore my strength; and the next morn­
ing we again set out on our journey. 

On our arrival at Sorell, I fouud my husband already very 
busy, aud I, ou my part, set myself to work to such good pur­
pose, that in about a week I was able to return to Quebec, 
whither my husbaud very soou followed me. Before leaviug, 
however, I took pains to speak to the parish priest, who was a 
very good man, about my little daughter'S grave in that place, 
and to express to him my fears, that some of the very bigoted 

27 
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people livillg there, out of blind zeal, would violate the resting 
place of one who was no Cathoiic child. But he assured me 
that the child had only been christened, not yet confirmed; 
and that it \Va" therefore regarded as an angel, whose ashes 
would not be disturbed. He, also, gave me his word that he 
would per"onally watch over them. 

On our return to Quebec, I heard that the new alterations of 
our ship had already advanced so far that every thing in it had 
assumed an entirely different appearance, and that General 
IIaldimand himself had been there several times to oversee 
matters, besides having sent on board a cow and her calf, that 
we lllight be supplied constantly with fresh milk. He had also 
caw'ed a place upou the upper-deck to be covered with earth, 
and salad-plants set out, which was not only very agreeable but 
exceedingly healthy on a sea-yC'pgc. lYe bonght also many 
fowls, sheep and house vegetables, so carefnl was I (as there 
were many of us I, that our table - at which twenty-two people 
sat down daily-should be well supplied. 

Our l,hy"ieian, Doctor Kennedy, on our passage through 
Three lEvers, pressed us to arrange it in such a manner that his 
family, namely, his wife and three daughters, two maid-servants 
and an attendant, could go with us to Europe. 'Ye promised 
him, accordingly, to speak with the general, for he was very 
skillful, and we thought it would be a capital idea to have such 
a man with us. The general replied to me, when I asked him, 
" The "llip is yours, arrallge matters as you please; but you do 
not kll<'w the pretentions of these people, who will make you a 
good deal of trouble." I learned afterward, by dear experience, 
that he knew hi, man well. 

.\lIother cabin was, accordingly, fixed up close to ours for 
Madame Kennedy and two of her daughters and a maid-servant; 
my children taking her third daughter, who was ten years old, 
in their own 'tate-room. The doctor, himself, occupied one of the 
l'ubin, iu the great spaee adj<>ining the "aI00n. 

Ou our departure, my hUf;baud sent to the good general his 
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favorite mare, with her beautiful foal; and in return he sent 
me a magnificent muff and tippet of sable, to remind us of the 
land where we had so long "resided. This, too, was the more 
appropriate, as furs of many kinds are the principal products of 
Canada. English merchants become rich by sending over com­
mon articles of merchandise, which they exchange for furs, 
that are afterward dressed in England. 

The general also, presented my daughter, Augu,ta, with a 
beautiful hound; and indeed he neglected no OppOI tunity of 
showing his great friendship for us; and on our departure he 
was so much moved, that we also, were deeply affected. Two 
days before our departure, the English Gfficers paid us the atten­
tion -in a comedy which they gave twice a week, and the 
receipts of which, after deducting the expenses of lighting up, 
went to the poor - of giving, at the end of the performance, a 
truly touching song, expressive of their regret at the departure 
of our troops; closing with thanking my husband for his kind 
treatment of each one of them, and with wishing us a prosperous 
journey" 

After my husband had seen to the embarkation of the troop", 
we took dinner and tea with the general; after which, he car­
ried us himself, to the ship, where we touk a ri.~·ht hearty and 
sad farewell of him, and several others, who had showed \I, 

friendship. 



:.\lftS. RIEDESEL'S ACCOUXT OF HER RETURN 

JOURNEY TO EUROPE. 

It waS about the middle of the month of August, when we 
set out on our retul'U journey to Europe. }Iy husband, myself 
and our three children went, as I have already said, in the 
same ship. The morning after we had embarked, the signal 
of our departure was given. Everyone laid in as great a 
supply of fresh meat as he could; and an hour after, our 
wh, ,Ie fleet was under sail. We sailed as far as the Isle de Bee, 
at the mouth of the river St. Lawrence, where we were obliged 
to lie two whole weeks waiting for favorable winds. This made 
it the more unfortunate for all hands, as we were consequently 
forced to use up .. ur supplies of fresh meat and vegetables, for 
the surrounding country had those articles neither as good, nor 
as abundant as was necessary to meet the wants of the whole 
fleet. We also learned that we would not be able to reach 
Europe before the erluinoctial, and would run great danger 
of meeting with the storms so prevalent at that time off the 
Ell,dish coast. 

While we were in this frame of mind, our chaplain,"!\Iylius, 
of my husband's regiment, held one Sunday his accustomed 
service; and just as he was praying most fervently that God 
would soon grant us a favorable wind and a happy arrival in our 
father-land, the ship, which had hitherto lain motionless in the 
calm, suddenly began to move; and as the chaplain said, "Amen," 
the cry went round that the English commodore, who com. 
manded the fleet, had just given the signal for our departure. 
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Half an hour after, he passed us with his ship, and the whole 
fleet followed him under full sail. 

As the passage with the fleet, which was often delayed, was 
exceedingly tedious, my husband wished very much to leave it 
and go on ahead in order to deliver, as quickly as possible, the 
dispatches which General Haldimand had sent to the king 
through him. It was also the wish of our ship's captain tu find 
an opportunity of separating from the fleet and sailing faster, 
but he dared not do it without permission from the commodore 
who commanded the convoy. Two days afterward, one of the 
ships made a sign that it had something to say to the commo­
dore, on which all the ships came to a ,t"p. But the commodore 
was so courteous as to call out to my husband through a speak­
ing trumpet, "General, go on!" Our captain profited by this 
order; for, taking it as his general warrant not to wait for the 
other ships, he spread all sail, aud in a "hort time we saw our 
fleet no more. At first we were very much delighted, but after­
ward, this very isolation made me fearful of the result ill case 
of our meeting with any accidcn t. 

Just as we separated from the fleet, a singular circumstance 
happened, which deserves mention in thi:; connection, only 
because it was regarded by our captain ," a sure and a"'l'ieiuu:; 
omen of a happy termination of our voyage. It was this: tw" 
pigeons, belonging to the ship of the commodore, flew from that 
vessel to ours and could not be driveu away. ,\, I have just 
said, this incident, our captain regarded as an important and 
auspicious omen, but the crew of the commodore's ship, on the 
contrary, reasol!ing on the same principle, cunsidered it a:; very 
unlucky for them; which foreboding, indeed, Ira" afterwards 
accidentally confirmed, for the poor commodore during this very 
voyage, had the misfortune to become insane. Before this I 
had no idea of the many superstitions that prevail among sailors. 
These people notice every little trifling incident, and draw from 
them conclusions and omens. 

Soon after our departure we noticed that a large number of 
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black-1Jirds, and an amazing quantity of dolphins, gathered around 
our ship, and the horizon became a yellowish fawn color. Our 
captain prophesied from t,hi:; a heavy storm, which set in, sure 
enough, the same evening, and, with the except.ion of a calm of a 
single day, when we were on the banks of ~ewfoundland, con­
tinued with unabated fury, day and night, for three weeks. As 
we were fortunately, however, sailing before the wind, we made, 
by this very means, the passage from the Isle de Bec, to the 
bay of :-:t. Helen, in eighteen days, an instance of unheard-of 
speed, as the only example in the least similar, was that of a 
French frigate, which went the same distance in eighteen days, 
one day longer than our passage. 

One evening, one of our sails was torn away, and as it was 
very dark, this made bad work, for our ship was dreadfully 
tossed, aud lay entirely upon one of her sides. However, before 
the next night the injury was repaired. 

:-:OIllC Jay,; after, we perceived a burning smell, and were the 
more anxious to di:;coYcr whence it came, because under our 
cabin was the powder rooul. After searching in vain for a long 
time, I at last found that in thestate·room of )Iadame Kennedy, 
a string which held a lantern, had caught fire, and had already 
burned up close to a rafter, which, as is customary upon ships, 
was smeared with tar and on that account would the more easily 
h[1\'e burned. I ha,teued to point it out, and the captain was 
>cry mnch delighted at the discovery of the source of the fire. 
III' rl'prc,;cllted to )Irs. Kellnedy tl'e danger in whieh she had 
placed us all, and l"'gc:ed her t" be more careful in futUl'e. 
nut she, in,tcad "I' ackuowledgillg it with thanks, as "he had 
also escaped the danger, considered herself a very much injured 
woman, w",; sulky toward me for more than a week, and did 
nothing less than to place npon the floor of her cabin a night 
lamp, which, as it slid hither and thither by the motioll of the 
ship, ~ayc us ~uch anxiety. )Iy husband and I could scarcely 
sleep on account of the violence of the storm, and the former 
passed the greater part of the night on deck. On one occa-
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sion, I said to the captain that what I most feared was the so­
called dead-lights. These are wooden windows which in case of 
a violent storm are placed in the windows of the ship to keep the 
water from coming in. The captain, a very kind and amiable 
man, endeavored to reassure me by saying that our ship was so 
very high out of the water, that a storm must be extraordinarily 
heavy to render these windows necessary; and further, that in 
summer there never had been an inotance known of a storm so 
violent as to render such a proceeding needful. 

It was eight o'clock in the evening when he ",i,l this to me, 
and at ten o'clock the storm was so violent that no one went to 
bed. Toward midnight some one knocked at our door; I inquired 
who was there, and received to my great horror the reply tk,t 
the captain had sent down the dreaded ,jea,j.li,"hto for our win­
dows. "It is impossible," cried I, "beg the calJtain to come to 
me." He came at once and told w; that the ,tOl"lU was so violent 
that he must resort to the,e means to keep the wave, from dashing 
in at the windows. He. however, assured me, that ,Jlhl"l"wi,e 
there was no actual danger, a,; the ,hip wa,,; altlply ,trUlI;!' elJough 
to ride out the storlll. The storm continued the whole night 
with unabated fury, and jll,'( at sunrise it carried away one of 
our masts. lIIadame Kenuedy Wa, in tear, th" wh"J,. of the 
night, and lamented especially that her ,un, had hy this time 
arrived safely in England, and would in all l,r"bability survi,"e 

her. 
Early in the morning at five 1)'c1uck I Wl'ut into the room 

where my children were asleep. I he,itatl',l whether tn wake 
them, or allow them tu sleep on in pea l'ef'll I i;:lIuralll'e of' our 
dangerons situation. I could not, however, in the ,ol'l'uwful 
presentment that we were all about to perish, restrain myself 
from embracino- them all in turn. 'Vhen I came to my eldest 
dauo-hter Auo-"usta I found her awake; but ,he had ab.-taine,l e , ~ , 

from uttering the least cry, in order not to disturb me still more. 
"Alas! what a ~torm," said I, " are you not terribly frightened?" 
" Oh yes," she replicd, "but my consolatiun i,;, that at any rate 
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we shall Dot survive you." These few words, which showed 
their tcnder llln, "s well as resignation, touched my innermost 

heart. 
At one time durin.l!; the gale the ship was so dreadfully shaken 

and thrown so violently upon one side, that I said to myself, 
one more such a shaking and it will be all over with us. At 
last, however, day-break put an end to my snfferings; for although 
the wind was still stroll;';' enough in all conscience, yet the storm 
had cllnsiderably abatcd. The wind, nevertheless, was always 
!"vurable for us, and drove us along with such force, that we 
made fourteen knots every hour, a circumstance which greatly 
a . ..;:-;isted our pl'{l,Sress. 

One day the captain said to us, "Should the wind continue 
as fnvorable as hitherto, we shall be iu Eugland withiu three 
days." 'rhis caused us the most lively joy; for although we had 
a suffi.eicnl"Y of almost cvery thing, fresh bread and other provi­
sions, milk (which is very seldom to be obtained on board a 
ship) and even music, as the hautboys of my husband's regi­
ment were with us, yet we were all worse off than as if we had 
been in the most miserable hut Indecd, my hu"band, who 
shared all my tronbles, remarked to me one night, that even a 
pig-sty would be better. He could not lie still in bed. with 
comfort to himself, and I believe that during the whole of our 
VUY"i!'C he did not :;leep in bed more than five or six nights. 

During one of the violeut to"sings of the ship, oue of our cows 
was thrown out of a hammock in which she was hanging, and 
811 much injured that we wcre obliged to have her killed. We 
then made her meat a present to the crew. 

Towards the end of our voyage, a constant and strong mist 
pre\'eutccl the captain from taking accurate observations, and 
his reckoning did not agree with that of my husband, who was 
p"sitiYe that we had already passed the Scilly Isles (of whose 
rocks the captain was exceedingly apprehensive), and were 
accol'din,:,;ly very near the English coast, In this uncertainty, 
the captain determined, on the evening of the eighteenth day of 
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our passage, to lie to. By this means the ship would remain sta­
tionary, and be in no danger of running on the rocks at night. 

In this unpleasant state of expectancy (for while a ship is 
lying to, the wind gives it a very disagreeable motion) we were 
one day sitting in our cabin. The gentlemen, although they 
had finished their dinner, were still seated at table. sad and 
thoughtful, and the cal'taill had already got up, and "one on 
deck to give in person the prelinlinary orders for lying to, 
when suddenly my husband heard from aboye the cry of land! 
land! and soon after, he was called on deck by the captain, 
who pointed out to him, a small white speck glistening thron"h 
the mist. At first he would not believe that it wa' land, but 
the captain assnred him that haying made the pas.sage so often, 
he indeed reeognizcd it as chalk, and that it. therefore, could be 
nothing else than the shining coast of Ell~land* 

Soon after, a :,;m;t of wind dissipated the mist, drawin:,; it ,,,i.le, 
as it were, like a great clll'tain, and til Our iude,cri),,,]d .. joy, dis­
closed the Isle of Wight, and the whole Ell.~li,h (,(""t. lying in 
the clear atmosphere, directly in front "f us. I. :\,1\\,." exclaimed 
the captain, " I must put on all sail, for we must, this very eve­
ning get round the Isle of Wi"lit: othel'lvise, T will not be able 
to find a place to anchor, and may be dri,'en, by "turllls. through 
the channel, into the Xurth ,ca." This was nil small 1l1lO1('rt"k­
ing. It was already four o'clock in the afternoon, and the hie 
of Wight is thirty Ica.~lLes long. It cost the captain a great 
amount of trouble to stretch out the sails; and as it was, he had 
more than twenty sail-pnb - which crackell like gla,s - shi­
vered to pieces in the opcration. But at last we got thin~'s fixed; 
and then the ship shot away with 'llch alllazing \'e10city. that 

* lfreport speaks correctly, Baron Riedesel wa~ a better general than nang~tor. 
There is yet a tradition current in Brunswick (Whl'l'C be resided for so long a time) 
that on his voyage to America- which, it will be recollected, was ve:y long and 
tediolls _ he! one morning, gravely inquired of tI.ll· capta.in, .. ~;hethcr It were pos­
sible that the ship could have sailed past Canada m the DJght I 

~~ 
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at eight o'clock thr same e~ening, we arrived safely in St. 

Helen',; bay. 
The same day, I came very near having my foot crnshed. I 

had gone upon deck with the others, to feast my eyes for a 
moment npon the land so close at hand. Captain O'Connell, 
one or the English officers that were of onr party, jnmped up for 
joy, slipped, and knocked down in falling, a block pulley, which 
rolled upon my foot, and crnshed it against the side of the ship. 
The paiu made me shriek ant, and'I was not able to stand up. 
They carried me into my cabin, and washed and dressed my foot. 
On each side of the cabin, there was a sofa securely fastened. 
I sat down upon one of these, and my little seven year old daugh­
ter, upon the other. Suddenly the ship gave such a violent 
lurch, that the child was thrown from the opposite sofa, on to 
mine. It was fortunate that she did not break her arm, or a 
bone. "\lthough my bruise was extremely painful, it was luckily 
followed by no further serious consequences. 

During the night we remained at anchor in the bay of St. 
Helen, and expected to be at Portsmouth on the following day. 
But our ship in entering the harbor, settled upon the sunken 
man·of-war, the n"l"l Gc"r,~'c,* or, to speak in nautical phrase, 
c. stuck fast." IVe were, therefore, obliged to remain the next 
ni;.;!.t also, in this unpleasant situation, and only got off the day 
after. The night was accordingly passed very unpleasantly, as 
our ship lurched violently while lying upon the sunken vessel. 
The sight, abo, on all ,ides of us of the floating fragments of 
those ships which had been torn from their anchorage in the 
lwrbor of Portsmouth, and were wrecked by the same storm 
which we had encountered at sea, was very sad. 

I must ubI) particularly notice the fact, that we anchored in 
thc harbor of Portsmouth, between the ships that carried m.e 

* The Royal George, sunk about a year and three months previous to )Ir!-;. Rie­
de~cl'~ arrival, yiz: on the 28th of June, li.s~. Admiral Kcmpeufelt and the crew 
were lost, together with nearly two hundred women. 
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from England to Canada, and the one which conveyed ns from 
New York to Quebec. 

All the ebb of the tide prevented our ship from coming to 
land, and it would consume too much time to have waited for 
the incoming tide, my husband chartered a lugger, which is a 
light boat, in order to land a, quickly as possible. But for this 
conveyance, although the time consumed in making the trip 
was not more than half an hour, we were obliged to pay fifteen 
guineas. 

So we at length arrived at l'urtSlJlO'l\tlt, about the middle of 

the month of September, 17~:1. ()l\r heart,; were very li"ltt as 
we stepped out upon the land, and I thanked I: ud for the 

happy return of us all, and especially for his having preservcd 
my hnsband to me. 'Ve ordered ourselves driven to the best 
inn of the place; and the din ncr which we ute there seemed 
to us, after what we had gone through, tu be the most deli­
cious morsel of our whole lives. The white bread, especially, 
tasted remarkably good, for it was not only really very fine 
itself, but doubtless secmed to us much bettcr, because, either 
on account of the bad weather, ur lark of skill. that which we 
had had during the voyage was scarcely cver well baked. In 
the evening we indulged ourselves in some oyslPrs; but we 
soon paid very dear for tltis deliea"y, Ji,r in the night Illy 

daughter, Angusta, ,,-as taken with a terrible colic accompanied 
by incessant vomiting, which Pudur Kelllle<1y. who luckily was 
with us, and whom I iUJllIcdiately calk,] in, J'r))lI ul\II'"l',1 tIl be 

cholera morbus, which by the bye, is oue of till' I",,,t ,la".~"r))IlS 
kind of colics. Ill' ~avc her rellle,]i.,., which at "III',. ad.,,] bene­

ficially. Thc next moming our eltaJ'laill. ~Iylill" was abu taken 

very ill, even wurse than my daughter. .\t kll~th it ,,"<IS 

discovered that the oysters had been takcu from a spot near 
Portsmouth, where there was either a quantity of copper, or 
else, where copper-bottomcd shi!,s were accustomed to lie at 
anchor, and had thus absorbed \'crdi~ri.,. It waS strictly for­

bidden to take oyst.ers from this ground, and those persons who 
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were caught at it were severely punished. This, however, did 
not prevent people from venturing, as they could thus obtain 
them with much less trouble and expeuse. 

In the foreuoon of the following day, my husband with his 
adj utant, oet out for Londun. I eutreated him earnestly to spend 
the night at the inn, kept by the honest landlord, who had 
received me so kindly, on my first journey; but the postilions 
drove him Gver a different road. :My postilions, also, wished 
to take the sallle road, but I insisted on having my way; and I 
was received hy the honest man with sincere demonstrations of 
joy. He Faye in lUy honor, a little family concert, at which 
one of his sisters, who had heen blind for seven years, played 
very well upon the harpsichord, accompanying it at the same 
time with her voice. She did not like to have strangers know 
that she was blind. She, accor<:1ingly, seated herself at her 
harpsichord before anyone came in ; and as she had her book 
before her, and her eyes were not seen, no one would have 
observed her misfortune, had not her brother told us of it, 
for fear some one might discover and speak of it, and thus 
injure her feelings. He seemed much pained at my husband's 
having gonc on without stopping. I asked him why it was, 
that the postilions had prevented my husband from stopping 
at his inn ~ He answered, that it was because he considered 
it disreputable to bribe them, but that two miles from him 
there '''as a landlord who gave tbem considerable money, which, 
indeed, did not eomc out of his own pocket, but out of the 
money he maue out of' otrall."en;. "Rnt those strangers," he 
"ai,l to me, "who once make Illy acquaintance, come a,,,,,in to 
me, for they know that I take the greatc"t pains to treat them 
well." His llUlI:-'c was prettier than ever. The whole of' the 
entranC'c hall and the inner eourt, was ~,dorned with flower-pots 
and tmiling shrubs. These latter were hnng tastefully all 
throngh the house; and between each vine, were suspended 
glaS:i globes, in w hieh gold.fish sported; the whole arrangement 
producing a most charming effect. He again gave me the best 
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rooms, and as good fare as I could possibly desire, for a price 
that was dog cheap. )ly husband, on the contrary, had to pay, 
at the house where he stopped, a tremendous bill. Two days 
afterward, I arrived in Londob, where we were magnificently 
lodged in a large hotel, called, if my memory ,er\'e- me, The 
King George. The very 6.rst thing I did, the morning after 
my arrival, was to hasten to pay a visit to excellent )11'. TIll,.e!, 
who, during my first sojourn in London, before my voya"e to 
America, had shown me so much affection and consideration. 
I took a hackney coach, seated myself in it with my four child­
ren, and arranged matters so that those good people knew nothing 
of my iutended visit. .\s the husband was in his room ell;oa~eol 
in making his toilet, we went into the shop, and placed ourselves 
directly opposite )Ii,trcss Hu."e! who was just then ellra.~ed in 
selling some sugar. As soon as she perceived me :;tall[lin~' 

before her, she looked me sharply in the face and exclaimcd, 
"Can I trust my eyes? Is it actually yuu ~ But you had 
only three children, aUlI now there arc four of them!" I cuuld 
not restrain myself longer: my tears of joy betrayc[] me; I fell 
upon her neck. At this very moment, some one ,,!'a.'pet! me 
from behind and cried out, " Pardon my lady; I mu,t embrace 
you!" It was worthy,Il!!Ill,-t )[1'. !tll'SCi. The ~([["l pcople 
wept very much when I left them; but I promised to corne 
back again once more, and bring Illy hmband with mc. 

'Ye were daily the g'nc:..;t:-; of some onc; alld. Oll Vile o(;<.:a:-.iun 

dined with our kind.'l'cw York friend, t:ellc'r;<l TrY"II. th[[' 
day, while we were yl'l ,",cated at table, the [t"C'CII', tir,t lady of 
honor, my lady lIuwal'll. sent II, a IIIC".·a~l' t" the dlc'l'! that 
her lllaje:-:ty would l'L'l'L'ivc us at :-;ix o'c1ot:k that a~terIlO(.ln. 

As my court· dress was not yet ready, and I had no~llIn~ With 
me but a perfectly plain all.~l"i"c, * I ,ellt Illy al'ul"~Il's for not 
going at that time, which I again rcpeated when we had thc 
honor of being presented to their \IIaje,tic" who were both 

• The name of a garment worn nt thnt time. 
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present at the reception. The qneen, however, as did also the 

king, received ns with extraordinary graciousness, and replied 
t" my excu"e", by >':'ying, " \\" e do not look at the dress of those 
persons we are glad to see." They were surrounded by the 
prince"cs, their daughters. \Y e seated ourselves before the 
chimney-fire-the queen, the prillc~,,,,'''' the first lady of honor 
and lllyself forming a half circle, and my husband, with the king, 
standill~ in the centre d",," t" the fire. Tea and cakes were then 
i"",.'e,1 round.* I "at between the queen and one of the prin­
ee.'Se.', and was obliged to go over a great part of my adventures. 
IIer llJaje"ty said t" me very graciously, "I have followed you 
everywhere. and have often inquired after you j and I have 
alwaY' heard with delight that you were well, contented and 
beloved l,y cvery "ne." I happened to have at this time a 
shocking cough. (.l"enin.~· this, the Princess Sophia went 
herself and brought me a jelly made of black currants, which 
she represented a" a particularly good remedy, and forced me to 
accept a jar full. 

About nine o'clock in the evening, the Prince of Wales came 
in. II is yuungest sisters flocked around him, and he embraced 
them aUlI danced them around. In ,hnrt, the royal family had 
"nch a peculiar gift for removing all restraint that one could 
readily ima:,;ine himself t" be in a cheerful family circle of his 
own ,tati"n in life. "Te remained with them until ten o'clock; 
and the kin~ conver"ed much with my husband abont ;\llIcrica, 
and in t ;erll1an which he spoke exccedingly well. My husband 
""" perfectly amazed at the king's excellent memory. As we were 
about taking" our lean'. the queen was so courteons as to say, 
that she hoped we would not \'ery soon take our departure, a~d 
that she wi,;hed tu 'Cl' me "nce more; but as we shortly after­
wan]" received intelligence that the fleet, destined to convey 
onr troops back to (Jcrmany, Was already in waiting, we were 

* The delicate compliment paid to the Ricdese]s hy this informal reception will 
at once ~trike the render. 
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obliged to hasten our departure so much, that we were not ahle 
again to wait upon the royal family. 

During our sojourn at this time in London, I made the 
acquaintance of Lord North and :III". Fox. Roth called upon us. 
I made, also, several trips into the surrounding country, partly 
to become better acquainted with London and vicinity, and partly 
to see the most note-worthy objects of interest. I might have 
profited still more by my stay, but the news that the fleet which 
was to take us to Germany was in sailing trim, changed all our 
plans, and obliged us to take our departure as speedily as pos­
sible. We went to Deal, where we were to embark. The eflni­
noctial storms, which we had so much feared, had already begun, 
and our captain, himself, also, wished it to be over before we 
embarked, because the storm was very violent, and the entrance 
of the Elbe, particularly in contrary weather, is pretty difficult. 
After waiting a day in Deal, and the weather continuing unpro­
pitious, my husband, not wishing to detain the trallsl,,'rh IUII).!cr, 
determined to sail, let the weather be as it would. The wharf 
at this port is wiry ],all. but especially sO when there is a heavy 
storm. The ship's boats lie on the beach, from which the 
embarkation is made, waiting for the tide to come up; and the 
instant that it rolls in, the sailors draw the buats into the walL-r and 
shove them off. This process made us all wry timid, a>' it >'l'cLlled 
such an extremely perilous undertaking. I had ILLy ylJun~c,-t 
three years old dan~htcr. :\LLlerica. in ILLy lap, and around uur 
boat a nnmber ofpcople were standing. SudJeuly the frightened 

child cried out in EII,~li,h. "Is there nobody here who will take 
me?" at the same time "tretcltin," out both of her little arms. 
Thereupon an exceedingly well dL'l'"setl womau came ruuning 
up, and was on the point of snatching her out of my arms as 
the boat was being shoved off, and I had as much as I could do 
to keep my hold upon the little one. _\t last we were safely in 
the boat, but the waves tussed us hither and thither. .~\s I 

believed that with ant" arrival ill ELI,c:land I had l"l"apcd all 
further perils, tltis unlooked·fur danger, completely t""k away 
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all my presence of mind. ,r e, however, at last came safely to 
the ship, but here a new difficulty awaited us. The waves, 
which rau so high, tossed our boat hither and thither, so that, 
for a time, we did not know how we should get on board the 
vessel. I at once declared that I should be the last to leave the 
boat, and wished the others to climb up first, in order to be 
assured that all my family were safe. My husband, therefore, 
took the initiatory. The sailors then took my children in their 
arm" and climbed with their precious burdens up the little ladder 
that bung over the vessel's side. While they were being thus 
carried up. I was in a constant state of fear and anguish, for if 
the sailors had slipped, the children would have beeu crushed 
between the ship and the boat, and lost beyond the possibility 
of rescue. I myself was drawn up in a chair. As soon as I 
touched the deck, the captain came up to me and said, " I wish 
you joy, for you have to.day, run more danger than during your 
whole yoyage." 

The following morning we weighed anchor, and were three 
.lay' 011 our pas,age to Stade. We were obliged to sail to and fro, 
as we were not able to pass the barrels - which lie in that part 
of the Elbc, to mark those places where large ships can sail 
through-only on a full ti.le. )[y husband, finally, became impa­
tient. lIe accordingly had himself put ashore, and traveled to 
:'tade in a calash. I, however, remained behind with the child­
ren, a" it wa, thought that this journey would give too much 
needless trouble. 

The day after, howeyer, the captain-who accidentally, and I 
may "'y fortllnately, wa, the same one who had brought us from 
Quebec to England - lJcggcd me with his customary and 
thuu2htfu] politeness, to allow him, in case the ship was obliged 
to remain at anchor, to take me himself, to Stade. Accordingly, 
at four o'clock in the afternoon, we left the ship in the long­
boat. Before leaving, following the instructions of my husband, 
I made the kind captain a present of the whole of our provi­
sions, consisting of two cows, fifteen oheep, six hng", and a con-
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siderable quantity of poultry, for we had taken great pains to 
provide ourselves with every thing. For these presents, he 
thanked us warmly. We had six sailors to manage the boat, 
but as they had to row against the stream, these poor people 
became thoroughly exhausted, and I feared that we should have 
to spend the night upon the Elbe, which would have been 
exceedingly unpleasant. At last, after much exertion, we 
reached Stade at eleven o'clock in the evening; but On account 
of the many ships that lay there, we were not able to land, 
especially as it was very dark. In this dilcmma, we Jell'!"­
mined to cross over three or four ships to the shore, by meanS 
of boards laid from One to another. This feat was success­
fnlly accomplished. 

Having at length arrived in the town, I knew not where to 
look for my husband. Everyone, almost, was already asleep; 
and those whom we did meet, were either drunk, or were uuable to 
give us the least information. I thought, in the innocence of 
my heart, that everyone must of course know the newly arrived 
German general, because he seemed so dear to me; but when 
one said, "We know no German general," and another, "'Vhat 
do we care about him?" I felt mortified at having placed 
myself, as I thought, in such a ridiculous l""itioll, before the 
captain and our sailors, who were helping my trusty Rockel 
in carrying the children. At last we fOlllld a good soul who 
guided us to the inn, where my hnsband had put up; but 
he led us through so many narrow streets, that we were fearful 
he was takiug us out of the way, into some by-path, with 
the intention of robbing us. We therefore determined uot to 
enter any house which should have a suspicious appearance. 
But when we finally came to the inn, I saw, to my great joy, a 
night watch composed of our dragoons, standing before the door, 
and among them an old soldier, who had always been attached 
to the person of my husband. This good old man took myself 
and children by the hand, and said, ,. How rejoiced I am, that 
you are once more safely in Germany!" _\nJ he said this in 

29 
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f-uch a cordial, "ympathetic tone, that we could see how full of 
kindllc," and deep feeling his heart was towards us. :My hus­
band, who had already gone to bed, was perfectly overjoyed at 
our safe arrival. I wished to entertain our kind captain with 
tea, but the people of the inn were in such a snarling humor, 
that I could only obtain miserable tea, stale milk, bad bread and 
,,'ur:<c butter, and besides, every thing was served up in such a 
filthy manner, that for the sake of the captain, I was heartily 
ashamed of my countrymen, and begged him not to judge my 
fathcr-Iand trolll these specimens. The next day he took his 
de]Jarture, when we took an affecting leave of this honest man, 
who had invariably shown us so much courtesy, attention and 

deference. 
\\. e remained a elay longer in Stade. My hnsband was obliged 

to remain there until the rest of the troops arrived, but I set 
out the following duy, and passed the night at Zelle, in the 
delightfnl expectation of being in Brunswick the day after. 
But in the middle of the night, I sawall at once a soldier with 
fierce mnstaches, and a light in his hand st.anding in front of 
my beel. It was the hostler. I was terribly frightened, but still 
more so when he handed me a letter from my husband which 
had just been brought ]'y a courier, for I feared that something 
hael happened to him. However, it was nothing more than a 
me.·,age from him directing me to alter the plan of my journey 
and go first to W olfen buttel. 

There I fonnd our entire family mansion in the same order 
as I ha,lleft it on my departure for ""merica. ",J y good friends, 
:\[aelame I'aa,ch and her daughter, had come expressly from 
Brunswick to arrange every thing for our reception. They had 
also prepared for me a capital supper; and after refreshing 
myself with it, I retired to rest with a feeling of the most hearty 
and sincere thanks to God for having preserved me through 
so many manifold dangers, but especially for his having so 
graciou,ly watched over all my family, aud for the precious gift 
of my little daughter ."merica. 
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On the following day I had a call from our excellent duchess 
and many old and dear friends. About a week afterwards i 
had the great satisfaction of seeing my husband, with his owu 
troops, pass through the city. Yes! those very streets, in which, 
eight and a half years before, I had lost my joy and happiness, 
were the ones where I now Raw this beautiful and soul-stirring 
spectacle. But it is beyond my power to describe my emotions 
at beholding my beloved, upright husband, who, the whole tim~ 
had lived solely for his duty, and who had constantly been so 
unwearied in helping and assisting, as far as possible, tLose who 
had been entrusted to him, often, too, out of his own PUl'.<c, 
never receiving any retul'll for the expenuitUl'e-sbucliu:,;·. with 
tears of joy in his eyes, in the midst of his soldier.,. who in tUl'll 
were surrounded by a jOYOllS and sorrowful crowu of father.<, 
mothers, wives, children, sistot's and friends-all prossing around 
him to see again their loved ones. * 

* HIn judging of the hearty reception which tho:-:e warriofR, who had fonght 
so bravely 011 the other side of the on'au, met on their return to their father·land, 
one canDot help observing', that they were not looketl npon by the puhlic, a-.; mer· 
cenaries and ltirelin'l8. On the contrary, they were honored as brave ~oldil'r,., who 
had defied innnmerable clangers in j'('Tllote conntric8, and c:~, .. pcricnccd many adycr­
sities. All the different clu'dsCS of the population, ha"knccI to tclH\i'r them their sym­
pathy and esteem; and evcn after n long lapse of time the common people would pay 
great respect to him who had participated in the- ",ai' in America. oft'"ur!:ll'lhey 
had heard ft)l' y('ar~ of these warriors, or read in till' lleWl3papcl'~ of thc rcnown 
they had gained by their vulor, both in the l'Y(':O; of fdl'nd~ and cncmit·..:, what ven­
turous voyages they had made, aIltI to what hardships they had been :-.ubjcetcd in 
severe captivity. Their deeds were cclehratl'll in ~nng". ~Ollll' of whh:h ar\.' 8tiB 
in use. 'rith the exception of a few imlivjllnal..:, pt'rhap"', people were fur from the 
idea of abusing and calumniating tlll':o;e warrior8. That wao; to be rl'''er\"(~u for a 
later pcriod."-The adman .i!u.l'lIi({}'ic8 in ~lmerica, 

All ofthe German troop~, however, did not return tu the father-lund, 11..; the follow­
iug extract, which I copy from the Genn'al Al/fati", /' antI J[ul'lIillrJ Intdligu/{'a, 
shows: 

uU America has been the gravc of a great number of German", somc of them, 
however, have found it the road to fortune: aDd among the tat tel' we learn j" Co1. 
De Menrrer who havin" been taken pri~ol1er of war, bad the good fortune to 
become :cquaint~d with ~[j..;..; Hancock, O~ly daughter of the late Pl'c,..jllent of the 
American congres~, and obtained the hand of that l'ich heircs5-, who j..; hl',.:jdl'~ 

endowed with the most amiable qualitice., and with whom that fortunate officer 
has gone to ~ettl(' at Philadelphia. 
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The following day we both went to Brunswick. I remember 
well the day. It was Sunday, in the autumn of the year 1783, 
when we arrived in that town. We dined at the court, where, 
in the evening, I again met, after this long separation, most of 
my friends who resided in the place. This was great joy; but, 
at the same time, it excited in me emotions, which moved my 
innermost soul. 
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