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R E P L Y

Sir William Howe’s Obfervation;, &e.

H E N a man, confcious of his own mil-
, conduét, or at leaft lying under the charge
of ‘having betrayed a public truft, a truft of as
great importance as was ever committed to any {ub-
je&, finds himfelf under the neceffity of mifrepre-
fenting notorious fats, and even of defcending to
perfonal detraltion, for his own vindication, he is
truly to be pitied. This appears to be the cafe of
the late Commander in Chief of his Majefty’s Forces
in America.. If the Author of the ¢ Letters to a
Nobleman” has contributed to the 'diftrefs of -the
General, he has done it with relutance, from a

regard to truth and juftice, and a fenfe of duty to
B the
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the public, and not from any impulfe of private
refentment; for he frankly declares, he newver had
any caufe of perfonal enmity to Sir William Howe,
who neither had perfonally injured nor offended.
him; and therefore, that the motives which led
him to publifh his ftrictures on the conduét of the
American war, could not arife from fuch a prin-
ciple. He confidered him only in his public ca-
pacity, and, imagining that he could throw new
light on a fubjet which appeared to many to be
dark and problematical, and in which the public
welfare was intimately concerned, he proceeded to
animadvert upon his conduét as Commander in
Chief. ’

Nor was the examination of the management of
the American war needlefsly undertaken. The
unparalleled failures in thar war, the uncommon
magpnitude of the evils in which they had involved
the nation, with the reluance of Government to
make judicial enquiry into the caufes of them,
Joudly called for ir. . ) o

We had feen the General, in the Middle Colo-
nies, commanding a force always, commonly four
times, and at certain periods eight times, greater
than that of his enemy; a force fo powerful, fo
adequate ro the purpofes for which it was intended,
that he could not help exprefling his ¢ utter
“ amazement” on the occafion, and paying to the
Secretary of State of the American department_ the
greacet, though not more than a jult encomium,

1oy
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for his % uncommon exertions.” To this was
added a naval force of eighty veflels of war, uncer
the command of his Noble Brother, to co-operate
with him in fubduing the moft unnatutal and un.
-juftifiable rebelhon z/mt ever happened in any coin-
Iry.

We had: feen him, between the 3d of Septem.
ber and the 8th of December, driving that enemy
before him from- Long Ifland, over the North
River, and the Delaware, killing, captivating, and
reducing his army from 18,000 to 3000 men,
and takmcr from hlm the whole province of New
Jerfey. ,

But fuch was the reverfe of condu& (it could
not be of fortuney for fortune, however vari-
able and frolic, has never yet been found to

_cornmit fuch biunders), fuch was the dereliétion of
military virtue, that he fuffered that reduced, panic-
ftruck enemy to. furprife his advanced poft, and -
drxve him out of Weft Jerfey, and to reconquer all
Faft Jerfey, except his three pofts on the Rariton;
and, eftablithed at Morris Town, in the neigh-
bourhood of his head-quarters, to befiege, haxaf,,
and diltrefs the whole Britith army, fxom Decem-
ber to June, without making one atiempt to difledge
kim. :

We had feen him, having under his command

at New-York 30,000 men, marching out againtt
this enemy, who, by his own exaggerated account,
had no more than 10,000, new-raifed and vndif-

B2 ciplined ;
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c'rplined and, a few days after, thamefully retreat-
ing before him from Hillfborough to Amboy,
Wxthout taking any owe proper Jiep to bring bim to
an engagement.

We had feen him, -after this dxfgraceful retrear,
embarking his army on fhip-board, at an immenfe
expence to the nation s and, forewarned of the dif-
ficulties and dangers he muft neceffarily encounter
on the ocean, proceedx , againft contrary winds,
»oo miles, to meet the. fame enemy pofted on
ftronger ground, and enabling him, by this wafte
of time, to procure near double bis former” num-
bers, :

We had feen him, contrary to the moft urgent
motives, to the plaineft dictates of military {ci-
ence, and the explicit orders of his Sovereign,
Yead his force 600 miles from the place where he
was directed to join General Burgoyne, and at the
very time when that jun&ion was to have been
made; and by this abfurd condut facrifice a whole
Britifb army.

‘We had feen him at Brandywine, by the moft
judicious and {pirited manceuvres, perfeétly fur-
round and hem in, between the two columns of
his own force and impafiable waters, the whole
rebel army, vigoroufly attack, and fuddenly defeat
1t; and yet, with an indolence not to be juftified,
he fuffered the defeated remains to lie a whole
night at Chefter, within eight miles of his camp,
and on the next mcrmng ‘o efcape unmolefted.

We
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We had feen him at Gothen a few days after,

when his enemy, with his reduced force, had in-
cautioufly and foolifhly advanced near the van of
his army, after one of his columns had atually
“ engaged with the rebel advanced guard *,” in-
timidated from his intended attack by a fall of
rain; although that ¢ircumftance was much more
favourable to his own regular troops than to the
undifciplined troops of his enemy ; and althiough
that enemy had a confiderable river in its rear,
-~ We had feen him at Germantown fuffer him-.
{felf to be furprifed; his advanced pofts defeated
and driven back upon the main body of his army,
and that army in imminent danget of a total rout
by an inferior undifciplined enemy.

We had feen him, when the rebel force lay at
White Marfh, and when he actually had the beft
information of its pofition and ftrength, march out
of his lines under a pretence of intending to attack
ity and yet, after lying three days within two
miles of it, return, without attempting to bring it
to altion, either by affault, or turning its right
flank of rear; in either of which cafes he muft
have cut his enemy off from his magazines and
fupplies; and placed him in a fituation from
whence be could not bave efcaped withont rain.

We had alfo feen the General, after he had
proved his force in every action {uperior to that of

% See Sit William Howe's Letter.
his
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his enemy, fuffer his whole army to be befieged in
Philadelphia, from the month of November to the
month of June, &y a feeble, fickly, naked, and balf-
Jarved armsy, of lefs than 4000 effective men *.

But further.—We had feen the {fame General,
with a vanity and prefumption unparalleled in
hiftory, after this indolence, after all thefe wretched
blunders, accept, from a few of his officers, a
griumph more magnificent than would have be-
come the conqueror of America, withput the con-
fent of his Sovereign, or approbation of his coun=
try 3 and that at the time when thé news of a war
with France had juft arrived, and in the very city,
"the capital of North Ametica, the late feat of the
Congrefs, which was in a few days to be delivered
up to that Congrefs.

Such was the difgraceful condu&, fuch the pre-
fumption of the General, and fuch were the mif-
fortunes which he had brought on his country !
And yet, had he contented hiinfelf with the honours
he had received from this mockery of a triumph,
he might have pleafed himfelf with dreaming of
his triumphal arches, decorated with the mottog
of victory and the emblems of glory, and with
his Quixotic tilts and tournaments, and the
« Letters to a Nobleman®” would never have ap~
Pearcd. But when the Author {faw the General

* Sce a Letter in the Appendix, from a Committee to the
- Prefidert of the Congrefs,

I and
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and his Noble Brother, fupported by a dangerous
faCtion, purfuing meafures which he concexved‘
tended to involve his country in difgrace and ruin)
when he faw them, in order to conceal their own
mifcondué, attempting to perfuade the great re.
prefentative body of the nation, that Amenca was
< the ftrongeft country in the world *,” and im-
pralticable in war ; that the people were univer-
fally difloyal; that the immenfe naval and mili-
‘tary force committed to their command was in-
competent to the reduétion of the rebellion—in
order’ to prevail on the nation to give up the
greateft part of its dominions ; the duties of a ci-
tizen, a difinterefted regard for the welfare of his
country, and an honeft indignation at {o flagitious
an attempt, called on him to lay before his fellow-
fubjetts a true ftate of the matters thus attempted
to be mlfreprefented Such were his motives, di-
vefted of every other confideration ; and he de-
clares, that the Letters were wrote without the
folicitation or knowledge of any perfon whatever
in the adminiftration of Government. '
" Had the General, by a true ftate of facs, and
by candid argument, free from perfonal abufe,
gonvidced me that T was wrong; ever happy to
acquit injured innocence, there is no conceflion,
no at of juftice, which my honour would not in-
duce me to perform; but as the reverle is the

* See General Grey’s Evidence in the Narrative, . 107.

cafe,
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cafe, the fame miotives which influenced me to
write the Letters, oblige me to Vindicate the truths
they contain, |

In my firft letter, <¢ On the Strength and Prac-
ticability of the Middle Colonies in refpect to mi-
litary Operations,” in order to refute what the
“ General had attempted to prove, that this part of
America was the ¢ ftrongeft of all countries in the
* world,” 1 have given a trioe and candid defcrip-
tion of that country, fupported by the evidence of
General Robertfon, who had refided in it many
years, and which can be fupported by many gen-
tlemen, now in England, who have lived in it
and I'had further made a comparifon between it
and the fcene of adion in the laft American war,
thewing that the latter was infinitely more difficule
than the former. To evade the force of thefe
truths, the General obferves,

Narrative, p. 37.] € That the two laft wars,
< with refpelt to the flate of the country of America,
< are in no degree fimilar. In the laff war, the dif-
< ficulties arifing from the firength of the country,
<« qere, for the moft part, removed by the friendly
<< difpofition of the inbabitants, who all exerted them-
< felves to facilitate the operations of the King’s
 army, and to fupply them with every necq[zzry and
<« accommodation.” .

‘What thefe « neceffaries and accommodations”

were, which were thus furnifhed in the laft war,
and which the General could not procure, is

not
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hot mentioned. That the inhabitants furnifhed
General Braddock in his expedition to the Ohio,
Colonel Bouquet in his expedition to Mufkingum;
far beyond the Ohio, and Sir Jeffery Amherft in
his expedition to Montreal, with carfiages and
provifions, is true—and with nothing elfe—They
wanted nothing elfe. But Sir William Howe did
not even want all thefe.—He tranfported carriages
with him from England, and whatever more he
wanted were procured on Long Ifland and Staten
Ifland. Large fleets of provifions were conftantly
fent to him; and in every part of the country;
where his army marched, he procured a fupply with-
out difficulty. At Bordentown, Captain Gamble
was forming a large magazine of provifions volun-
tarily, and w1th every apparent mark of zeal for the
fervice, brought in by the inhabitants when Tren-
ton was taken ; and the whole army was fupplied;
during two months; in its march from the Elk to
Phl]adelphxa, with more provifions than it could
confume: and there was nothing which the coun-
try produced; either of neceffaries or delicacies,
during the nine months it remained in Philadel-
phia; with which it. was not furnifhed by the

inhabitants. ‘
What then were the advantacreq which the Ge-
nerals in the laft war pofTeITed, that were not to
be commanded in the prefent? There were nonc.
But they had difadvantages and difficulties, infi-
nitely greater to encounter, which their gallantry
€ \ eafily
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eafily overcame. The General’s operations were
carried on in the Middle Colonies, where every
neceflary was ealily obtained ; but the expedition
of Sir Jeffery Amherft led him to pafs from Al-
bany, by Lake Ontario; to Montreal, near 300
miles, carrying. his provifions cither througha wil-
~ dernefs or an enemy’s country, over lakes, moun-
tains, and {fwamps ; and the operations of General
Forbes and Colonel Bouquet led them through a
wildernefs inhabited only by Indians, where no
fingle article of provifions of any kind was to be
procured'; the firft to Fort du Quefne, and the
other far beyond ir, down to,’Mu‘fkingum'; and
yet we have found that thefe gallant men; in whofe
hearts the honour of their Sovereign and the fer-
vice of their countty were deeply imprefled, were
not obftrucled or intimidated in the path to glory
and fuccefs by thefe difficulties. o

To refute my affertion, that <€ the ftrength and
¢ impracticability of the Middle Colonies is loft in
¢« idea, when we compare them with the fcene of
<« altion in the laft war,” the General adduces the
tetimony of Major-geaneral Grey, who fays,

Page 38.1 < That part of America where I bave
<< been, is the fironget country I bave ever been in; it
€ is every where HILLY @nd COVERED WITH WOOD,
¢ interfefted by ravines, and creeks, and marfhy
< grounds; and 7# EVERY QUARTER OF A MILE 75
s a_po/tﬁﬁed}for aMBUscADE.” And in his anfwer to
another queftion, he adds, “ That America is, of

’ s gl}
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€t 2]l countries, the beft calculated for the defen-
¢ five ; every bundred yards might be difputed ; at
s¢ lealt that part of it which I have feen.”

This i1s a formidable defcription of the Middle
Colonies, and well calculated to furnith the reader
with apologies for the want of fuccefs in the Ame-
rican war : but it is truly vifionary. What coun-
tries the Major-general alludes to, I know not;
and yet to prove that he is miftaken in his
facs, will be no arduous tafk. He has feen the
plains on Long Ifland, of thirty miles in length,
and from feven to twelve in breadth, which
are without wood, or a fingle obftruction that
can give one enemy the advantage over ano-
ther., He has alfo feen the country between
New-York and Trenton, and between the head -
- of Elk and Philadelphia, in which there is not a
hill but what may be either afcended without dif-
ficulty, or avoided by an army in its march. And
when thefe hills are compared with thofe of this
country, they are by no means {6 high, fo fteep,
or fo difficult of accefs; but when we compare
them with the country from Albany to Montreal,
and with Conigocheague Ridge, Sideling Hill,
Ray’s Hill, the Allegheny and Laurel ridge of
mountains, which may be juftly ftyled the Ameri-
can Alps, they are little more than mole-hills
and yet thefe mountains, though full of ravines
and dangerous defiles, and although covered with

L C2 woad,
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wood, and poffefled by an enemy whofe talent in
war is ambufcade, did not intinidate the bravery,
nor obftruét the march, of an Amherft, a Forbes,
or a Bouquet ; they faw them with contempt, and
pafled them in defpite of their-oppofling enemy.
 If the country which the General has feen s
every where covered with wood, ‘where do thofe im-
menfe quantities of wheat, rye, barley, Indian
corn, oats, and buck-wheat, which furnith the
inhabitants with food, and are exported to Eu-
rope, find room to grow? Is it poflible that a
country, fettled one hundred years, and having {o
many hundred thoufands of induftrious inhabitants
in it, can in any degree bear this defcription, and
remain to this ddy a wildernefs ? I imagine not.
The real truth is, that the provinces of New Jer-
fey and Pennfylvania, where the late operations
were carried on, are fertled, and full of planta-~
tions, and at leaft two-thirds, and in many places
five-fixth parts of it cleared of wood; and the
wood confifts of large trees, ftanding at confider-
able diftances, free from underwood, and eafily
. fcoured with cannon. As'to the ¢ ravines,” they
muft be in proportion to the hills which I have
defcribed. . The < creeks,” or rivulets, are all
fordable, or may be paffed by marching a few
miles round ; and there are no « marfhes” or fenny
greunds within thé country. This ground, when
cleand, 1s meadow, and of fix times the value of
upland
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wpland, and therefore the firft improved. Thefe
are all faéts; well known to the people of that
country, and which can be proved by many gen-
tlemen now in London. How then can it be pof-
fible that this country can be, what the General hag
atrempted to prove in the Houfe of Commons,
s« the ftrongeft country in the world 7 o

<« ] jpall now proceed, fays the General, with my
remarks, page by page  As I have no particular
objedicn to this method, Iwill do myfeif che ho-
“nour of ftrictly attending him. .

In page 3, of the Letters, I bave afferted, < That
€ 1n this country we have lately feen two armies,
“ one meditating its conqueft, the other its de-
“ fence.- We have feen the Britifh army pene-
. ¢¢ trating into 1ts heart, a circuit of near two hun-
¢ dred-miles, from Long lfland, by the W hite
€ Plains, 10 Trenton, and from the Elk Ferry to
<« Philadelphia, in defiance of -the utmoff efforts of
“ an enemy perfectly acquainted with every ad-
¢ vantageous. fpot of ground; and we have feen
¢ that army taking, with eafe and little lofs, every
¢ ftrong poft poflefied by the enemy, who have
¢ fled at its appreach.” = -

Page 39.] ¢ This defeription,” fays the Gene-
ral,  is introduced to prove that the couptry is not
€ VERY STRONG NOR IMPRACTICABLE 3 but it only
 proves, that the Generals and officers, commanding
S< the feveral corps, were indefatigable in their duty,

2 < gnd
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5 and [furmounted all the difficuliies which they meb
S qwith in thofe marches.”’

I have never enquired, nor am I now enquiring
into the conduét of the officers of the army; nor
have I ever had any reafon to do fo. Whenever led
‘on to altion, their conduét has thewn that they were
actuated by honour, and a love of their country
and I thereforeacknowledge, that they were indefa-
tigable (that is, not fatigued) in their duty, when-
ever called to ity becaufe I am confident that
many, if not all, would have {furmounted difficul-
ties tenfold as great as any of thofe to which they
‘were led, and not think it a fatigue. In the whole
tenor of my Letters, I have only cenfured the in-
dolence and mifconduét of their Leader ; my cen-
fures could not, in juftice, extend further.,

Ibid.] < The Commander in Chief, bowever,
€< awill be fuppofed to have bad fome fbare in .the
¢ merit of thefe fucceffes.” ‘

He certainly had; I will not only fuppofe it,
but frankly confefs it. Whenever the General
found himfelf either difpofed, of under a neceffity of
meditating a blow againft the enemy, he never
failed of {uccefs. At Long Ifland and the White -
Plains, in the progrefs of the army to the Dela-
ware, and at the Brandywine, he fucceeded as far
as he chofe: had he preffed the advantages his
truly judicious manceuvres gave him, he might
have ended the rebellion, I have not cenfured

the
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the General for want of abilities ; this is a failing
for which he ought not to be cenfured ; the blame
in that cafe would juftly fall on his employers. My
{tri¢tures are confined to his non-exertion of thofe
military abilities which were demonftrated in his
manceuvres on Long Ifland and the Brandywine,
and that undaunted courage which was fo appa-
rent in the a@ion at Bunker’s Hill,

Ibid.] < But it is not trie that the enemy always
<« fled at our approach, nor that we took all their
“« ftrong pofts with eafe and little lofs.”

Here the General takes advantage of the words
« always fled,” and, to ferve the purpofe of con-
tradi¢ting me, applies them to all the conduét of
the rebels in the general altions, A fmall fhare of
candour, or a little attention to the paragraph he
cites to make ocut this contradi¢tion, would have
taught him, that I did not allude to the battles of
Long Ifland, Fort Wafhington, or Brandywine.
I had in the fame paragraph declared, ¢ that the
¢ Britith army had penetrated from Long Ifland,
¢ by the White Plains, to Trenton, 7z deﬁaﬂce of
¢ the utmoft efforts of the enemy,” including the
very inftances he mentions ; and therefore he might
have perceived, that the words ¢ always fled” could
only refer to thofe formidable unfortifi-d < pofts,”
which are to be found ¢ in every quarter of a mile,”
and even In ¢ every ome hundred yards,” in that -
country, the beft of all other countries < calcy-

“ lated
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- <& Jated for the defenfive And here my expref-
fion will be found ftrictly true; for it is knowrd
~ that the rebels fled at the approach of the Royal
army, at Newark, Brunfwick, Princeton; twice at
- Trenton, near Newport in Newcaftle county, and
at Gofhen in Pennfylvania®; at feveral of which
places, had they been purfued by z000 Britifh,
their army muft have been utterly ruined.

Ibid.] ¢ Much might be [aid upon the flate
< of loyalty in dAmerica.  Some are loyal from
< principles MANY from intereft, MANY from refent-
¢ ment 5 and there are oTHERS who wifh fuccefs to
<« Great Britain, from a recolleition of the bappinefs
5 they enjoyed under her government.”’

While I exprefs my furprife at, I cannot help
thanking the General for, this candid confeflion
refpetting the loyalty of the people of America.
Tt amounts to a full acknowledgment of all I have
contended for in the Letters refpelting it. The
force of the falls I have alledged, has, I truft, ex-
torted it from him—but, I apprehend, unwarily ;
otherwife he would not have taken up near four
pages to difprove the facts adduced in fupport of
a truth he fo fully confefles. The tafk of recon-
ciling this confeffion to his attempt, in the Houfe
of Commons, to prove that the ¢ Ameficans were
« almoft univerfally difloyal,” I cheerfully leavc

thofe whe will undertake it.

¥ See the General’s Letters,

1 had
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1 had faid o the Letters, that fome, who were
figh in office in America, in order to juftify zhe
negle? and inbuman treatment which bis Majefly's
faithful fubjefis bad received, and to throw a veil
over that mifconduét which had wafted, unnecef-
farily, many millions for the nation, . facrificed its
true intereft, and loft its honour, were the inven-
tors of the report of the univerfal difloyalty of the
Arericans. To this the General anfwers,

Page 30.]1 “ Tamat a lofs 1o know what [pe-
“ cles of megled? and inbumanity is bere meant ; I
““ am contented that firiciures fbould be made upon my
< profeffional condutt, but I feel myfelf burt as a man
“ when I am accufed of inbumanity.” ‘

Ever pleafed to do the General juftice, I will’
relieve his feelings as a man’; and I with T could
alfo relieve thofe which he muft experience as an
officer. There is nothing. in my Letters which
charges him with doing perfonally a tingle aét of
inhumanity. My ftrictures were confined to his
¢ profeffional conduct;” and the fubfequent part
of my Letters explains what I mean by the inhu-
man treatment which his Majefty’s faithful fub-
jefts had received ; and, as he has mifunderftood
me, § will again explain it. The inhuman treat-
ment alluded to, was the indifcriminate plunder
fuffered to be committed, by the foidiery under
his command, on Staten Ifland, Long Ifland, the
White Plazns, and in the province of New Jerfey,
where f-iend and foe, loyalift and rehely met with
(R s the

!
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¢he fame fate ; a feries of continued plunder, which
was a difgrace toan army pretending to difcipline,
and which, while it tended to relax the difcipline
of the troops, could not fail to create the greateft
averfion, even in the breaft of loyahy itfelf, to a
fervice which, under the fair pretence of giving
them protection,- robbed them, in many inftances,
of even the neceflaries of life.
~ Invain, I imagine, will the General plead be--
fore the candour and humanity of the public, his
orders and proclamations forbidding plunder.
Laws, without execution, are but a dead letter;
and his orders and proclamations, fo often re-
peated, without punithing the atrocious offenders,
were confidered as blank paper; and the plunder-
ing continued as much after as before they were
iffued, until he pafled into Pennfyl&ania, where,
having made an example or two of the delinquents,
the plunder in a great meafure ceafed. Had this
mifchief been nipped in the bud by a few cxam-
ples, which might have been eafily done in an
army fo perfettly fubmiflive to difcipline in every
other refpect as the Britifh was, the relaxa-
tion in difcipline which loft Trenton, the im-
preflions made on the minds of the Loyalifts, to
the prejudice of the King’s fervice, and the difgrace
that was brought on the honour, juftice, and hu-
manity of Britain, could not have taken place,

To vindicate himfelf againft this vifionary charge
of perfonal inhumanity, he tells us, page 40, of

6 ' ~ his
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his great humanity and behevolence to the people
of Bofton, .and that <¢ i is upon record ( Proclama-
<" tion 28¢h Offober, 1775), that their fervices were
¢ courted, by recommending a defenfive aﬂo:zczizm 3
© gud that arms were offered to all who would declare
¢ themfelves willing to contribute their affiffance in
s the prefervation of good order and government
€< awithin the town of Boffon.”

What his behaviour was to the people of Bof.-
ton, they can beft inform the public; the tatk I
have afflumed, is, only to enquire into his condu&’
in the Middle Colonies. Why, then, not tell us

£ his wife and prudent condu there? Was
it becaufe ke is confcious that it was not fo
wife and prudent in the Middle Colonies as at
Bofton ? If this fenfe of the matter did not prevail
with him, it was impolitic to mention this procla-
mation; becaufe it bnly informs us, that he knew
what ought to be done, and did it not. To draw
affiftance to the Britith force, wherever he ope-
rated, was moft certainly his duty. If the Loy
alifts in Bofton were to be trufted, when affoci-
ated, with arms, men of the fame principles were
to be equally trufted in the provinces of New
York, New Jerfey, and Pennfylvania, where they
~were more numerous, Why then was there not a
like proclamation iffued in any of thefe provinces ?
Had this been done, the falutary effeéts are obvi-
ous, from an indubitable fa&. Since his refigna-

tion, upwards of gooo Loyalifts are embodied in
D2 arms
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arms for the defence of New York. Had this
been done, it would have enabled Sir H. Clinton
to have led, inftead of between two and three, at
leaft 8ooo men, in a dxverﬂon in favour of the
Normern army, and faved ity for Sir Henry
did not leave more regulars, than the humber of
. Loyalifts, thus embodied, for the defence of New
York, when he paffed up the North rver, and
found himfelf too weak to proceed. Had this
been done, he might, if he did not choofe to fup-
. port the Northern army, have taken at leaft 5000
men more with him to Pennfylvania; a number
equal to Wafhington’s whole force, the greater
part of the time the two arm1es were in that pro-
. vince.

And had the like proc]amatlon been iffued in
New Jerfey, when the General was at Trenton,
and had driven Wathington’s enfeebled army, of
3c00 men, and all the ofﬁcers of the rebel State,
out of the province; and when the General him-
felf incautioufly confefles, ¢¢ that his fuccefles had
« intimidared the leaders of the rebellion; and
<¢ nearly induced a general fubmiflion *,” all thofe
men in New Jerfey, who were loyal ¢ from prin-
« ciple, from intereft, from refentment, and from
“a recolle&ion of the happmefs they enjoved
< under the Britifh government,” would have
gﬁocmccqm arms, and formed a folid barrier of

* Narrative, p. 40, :
defence
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defence againft every-attempt of the rebels, except
that of Wafhington’s army.

And had the General iffued the like proclama-
ﬁon, when in Philadelphia, he would have ob- -
tained a militia of 3500 men. Had he invited the
people in the peninfula between the Delaware and
" Chefapeak, to affociate, and affift him in arms;
and had he, as he was requeﬁed, landed a few
men to {upport them, and to_ furnith them with
arms and ammunition; the QOOO Loyalifts, who
had .axf’focxatedJ in lefs than three days, in three of
the thirteen counties only, would have been im-
mediately in arms on the part of Great-Britain ;
and no man, who is acquamted with the general
]oyalty of the people of that country, can doubt,
but that their numbers would have increafed, in a
month, to 6000, if not §ooc men.  Nothing-could
have been -wanting to have carried this meafure
into complete effect, and to have reduced this pe-
ninfula to the peace of the CrownJ but a fmall
polt at Wilmington, to cover that country ; be-
caufe, while that poft remained, Wafhington could
not, with any degree of prudence, truft his army,
or any part of it, in that peninfula. This would
have been a fnare into which the Britith General
ought to have led him, and out of which he could
not have extricated himfelf : he would in that cafe
have been between the affociated Loyalifts and the
poft at Wilmington, where the Britith army might
have been tranfported by water in one, or have

marched
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marched by land in two days, from Philadelphia,
All thefe truths muft, upon a flight view of the
chart of that country, ftrike the military eye with
inftantaneous conviction ; and yet that invitation
and encouragement which he boafts of having
publithed at Bofton, was in this’ country thame-
fully negletted.

The General acknowledges, that he found in
Philadelphia 4482 * male inhabitants capable of
bearing arms. Of this number there were not

fifty who had taken any part againft the Britith

government; the reft, being about one eleventh

_part of the inhabitants, had fled; lefs than 1000

were Quakers : fo that, had the General purfued
the fame wife meafure in Philadelphia which he
did at Bofton, and which General Knyphaufen
afterwards purfued at New York; had he fuffer-
ed the people to have chofen their own officers,
and embodied themielves for the defence of the
city ; a militia of 3500 men, befides the ‘nume-
rous refugees who attended him, would have
formed an armed force, which, with a few vefiels
of war, and 1000 regular troops, would have
been a fufficient defence for that ‘city againft any
force of the enemy, -except Wallington’s army.
This would have enabled him to have marched
out with his whole force againft Wafhington,
while he remained from December to the middle

# Narrative, p. 54
‘ of
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of June with his reduced, fickly, and half-ftarved
army at the Valley Forge, where that army might
have been attacked in their weak intrenchments,
or furrounded and befieged, and reduced by fa-
mine in one week at fartheft, and an end have
been. put to the rebellion ¥, '

Page 41 is employed in entertaining the reader
with. the profufe liberality of the General towards
Mr. Galloway, and with fome oblique general charges,
Sriking at bis popularity and integrity.

What either that Gentleman’s popularity or in-
tegrity has to do with Sir William Howe’s mili-
tary condud, the reader will be puzzied to difcern.
I thall not therefore, in this Reply, undertake a
vindication of Mr. Galloway’s perfonal charaéter.
Bur, at the fame time, I cannot help obferving, that
general charges againft either a public or prwate
charalter are httle better than affaflinations in the
dark, againft which the moft perfeét innocence
has no chance of guardxng itfelf. The charges
againft the General in my Letters are fo parti-
cular, fpecific, and defined, that he might, if
he could, vindicate himfelf againft them. But his
honour, it feems, has not led him to deal thus ho-
nourably by Mr. Galloway.

. In order to prove that many of the Pennfylva-
nians were attached to the Britih government,

# See a Letter from a Committee to the Prefident of Con-
gsefs, in the Appendix,

I have
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I have aflerted, that durmg our pofleflion of Phi--
ladelphia, the people of the country, at the nfque
of their lives, had fupplied the Britith army,
navy, and inhabitants, amounting to not lefs than

. 50,000 perfons, - with all kinds of provxﬁons, while
they refufed thefe fupplies to the rebel General.
Thefe fatts Sir William Howe does nor venture-
to deny. I thought, and fill think, they fully
fupport the matter I withed to-prove. In {o great
a conteft, in the event of which the. feelings, the
intereft, and happinefs of mankind were fo deeply
mvolved and their paﬁions fo v%olently engaged,
neutrahty of fentiment or attachment is unprece-
dented—is impoflible. ., Men’s opinions and withes
will become fixed in favour of ope fide or the
other ; and 1 concluded, how reafonably the
, Reader will determine, that thofe men who VO~
luntarily fupphed Wafhmoton s army againft their
Soverelgn, were rebels; and that thofe who, every
mile they paffed, rlfqued their lives, and yet at that -
rifque fupphed the King’s troops with provifions,
from five to an. hundred miles dxf’cance, were
friends and faithful fubJe&s ‘But it feems the
General is of a different opmlon ——Hear hlS
arguments.,

Page 42.] * That the people 0f zbe caunlry
« Drought in frq//a provifions, to usy and refufed fucb -
¢ Lpplies, a5 much as they DARED, fo- the rebel
“e Lo ’€f”ﬂ[ is certain,  Ryr e pr gdmgt, _that
€ this -ondufl proceeded from t/ae motives aferibed

Y {4 b)’
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& by the Author. The people of the countrry bad no
<< opinion of the value of Congrefls money. They
< knew they fhould recerve moftly hard money in
<< payment 5 and they bad an opportunity of carrying
¢ back with them a variety of meceflary articles.—
< Thefe, Iapprebend, were the real motives of all
 that kind of a] iftance which we procured from the
““ country people.”

What a horrid idea of human nature muft the
General have entertained when he drew thefe con-
clufions! Would not alittle charity have convinced
him, ‘that men who were loyal * from principle—
¢ from refentment,—from a recolle&®ion of for-
“ mer happinefs,” and whofe aétions ftrictly
correfponded, were actuated-'by motives more
honourable and more virtuous, than that of ac-
quiring a little hard money and a few neceflaries ?
Can it be poffible that he could believe, that the
honour of ¢ principle,” the powerful impulfes of
juft refentment for injuries fuftained, and a lively
fenfe of former ¢ happinefs,” of which they had
been wantonly deprived, were all effaced by fuch.
paltry and tranfitory confiderations ? Did he pafs
this fevere, this cruel judgment on the faithful
fubje@s of his Sovereign, and the tried friends of
his country, by his own feelings—the teft of his
own ations? Were the Loyalifts, whom the
Genéral, after all the affiftance they had given
to him, has thus ungratefully traduced, to re-
taliate, with how much more reafon might they

E fay,
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* fay, That he had facrificed his mlhtary fame, his
duty to his-Sovereign and his fellow- fubjetts, and
the intereft and fafety of his country, to the dirty
purpofes of a faction, whofe whole conduf‘tv is
founded on private intereft and ambition!

Page 43.] « The Author [ays, they did this T
¢ THE RISQUE OF THEIR LIVES. T/aere was in
“ f2i} THAT APPEARANCE; dut [ always SUS-
s prcTED that General [Vq/bmgfon, tbrough policy,
< conmived at this kind of commerce.

The argument here refts.upon the. feeble fup-
port of - the General’s ¢ fufpicion,” while he ac-
* knowledges that ¢ appearance” was againft that

fufpicion. If appearance was againft it, upon

what was his fufpicion founded? It could not

be upon falts 5 for in that cafe his opinion could

not reft in fufpicion. 1In truth, the faés were all

againft it : For what could induce Wathington to

keep different pofts furrounding the Britith lines,

and conftant patroles, fnequently coming within

- fight of them, but to prevent a {fupply of provi-
~ fions 7 Thefe patroles put to death, without he-
‘ﬁtanon, feveral petfons, for no other offence than
that'of fupplying the Britith troops, Some were
tried by a court-martial, and received two hun-
dred lathes; and others were branded by a hot.
iron in the hand, with G H, and fent into the
BEritith lines, as a mark of contempt of the Bri-
“tith General,  And yet all this is not {ufficient to
remove his ¢ fulpicions” of the difloyalty of thefe
~ faithful
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faithful people, nor to induce him to belxeve that
his enemy, who was belieging him, intended to
deprive him of the means of fuoﬁﬁmg his troops.

1bid.] ¢ The General is at a lofs to underftand
s¢ what [ mean by many thoufands of Loyaliffs con-
¢ cealing themfelves in difiant provinces, and taking
“ refuge czmohg the favages; to avoid entering into the
“ war.” , :

‘I'did not mean, as he {ufpedts, ¢ the infurgents
¢¢ of Carolina;” and if I had, I thould have thought
‘that a General who had commanded his Majefty’s
army, might have found a word more defcrip-
tive of a number of Loyalifts who had taken up
arms under the authority of his Majefty’s Gover-
nor, to fupport his government, than the word
infurgent. . However, the men alluded to were
thofe who, when draughted from the militia of the
_rebel States, -rather than ferve in their army, fled
the provinces- from whence they were draughted,
into others where they were not known. Many
took refuge among the Indians, and have fince
joined Colonel Butler and Captain Brant, -and are_
now ferving againft the rebels. This was a com-
mon practice; vand it was partly owing to this
practice that Wathington’s continental army has
been fo fmall ever fince their defeat on Long Ifland,
as not to.amount, at any one time, to more than
10,000 men,

e

Ez - To
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To my affertion, « That many rhoufands came
« gver to the Britith troops for proteétion,” the
General anfwers,

Ibid.} ¢ T aver, that ar no time did men in
& numbers come over to the Britifb troops.”

Here he docs not venture to deny the faét al-
ledged, yet he manifeftly intends to mifl=ad the
reader.  And to do this, he is obliged tc add the
words, ¢ at no time,” and ¢ in numbers.”” Thus
he artfully attempts to avoid a fact which cannot
be denied. ' I did not affert, that thoufands came
over ° at one time,” or ¢ is numbers.” The
General fuffered Wathington to fuperintend his
lines at New York with fo much circumf{peétion,
as not to fuffer the Loyalifts to come in in num-
bers; and when he went to Pennfylvania, the
people were ordered, by his declaration, to ¢ re-
 main peaceably at their ufual places of abode.”

But had the fact been denied, it could be fup-
ported by the,number of refugees, perfecuted oz
account of their loyalty, who came from time to
time into Philadelphia and New York, many of
whom are at this time embodied in corps in
his Majefty’s fervice. And it appears from the
teltimony of Lord Cornwallis (p. 68.), that, while
the Britith army was at Trenton and Bordentown,
¢ three or four hundred of the inhabitants™
came in every day for ten days (that is, while the
troops ftaid there), and received certificates for

their
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their prote&ion; and he might have faid with
truth, that before the taking of Trenton, not
lefs than {feven thoufand had, in the fpace of three
weeks_only, received thofe certificates. But thefe
certificates were of little ufe to the unhappy peo-
ple ;—all who were in or near the Britifh lines
.were plundered, and the faith of the General,
pledged to the people by his proclamation, was
fhamefully violated. :
Upon my affertion, That ¢ the foot and caval«
¢ ry fent over to America, amounted to 52,8153
¢ and of that number 40,874 were under the
s¢ command of Sir William Howe,” the General
obferves, v
Page 45.] “ The Author would bere imprefs the
Reader with an- opinion, that, AT THE TIME OF
“ My ARRIVAL AT OTATEN IsLanD, my army
“ amounted to 48,874, and the rebel army to 18,000,
¢ militia included.” ‘
The conclufion here drawn from my words, I
may venture to afleri, never was made by any
candid and fenfible reader. The words are inde-
finite as to the time or times when the troops were
fent, and convey nothing more, than that all the -
troops fent over a‘nounted to 52, 815, of which
troops Gencral Howe had 46,874 under his coms
mand. But what could he do? He could not
deny the fatt; and it was too important an
evidence of his indolence and mifconduét to be
_ pafled over in filence; and therefore he refolves

5 to

~
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‘to torture my general expreffions to a particular
meaning, in order to divert the reader from re-
fleting on the fuperiority of his force to that of
the rebels. -Indeed, 1 have often occafion to ad-
“mire the like {kill and ingenuity in the coutfe of
his obfervations: fer where he cannot fafely"at- ‘
tack in front, he feldom fails to make ufe of ftra-
tagem to get round his opponent. What pity it _
is ! What millions would have been faved to the
nation, what heavy difafters to his country would -
he have prevented, had he difcovered equal fkill,
or the like firatagem, in furrounding and attacking
‘his inferior and undifciplined enemy in America !
The art here made ufe of will appear yet more
barefaced, when the reader is reminded, that in
- the Appendix to my Letters, I ftate his numbers
in Auguft 1956, when he was at Staten Ifland; at
not more than 24,000 men. But he contends,
that I have exaggerated his numbers; for that
when he landed from Staten Ifland on Long Ifland,
he had only 20,121 rank and jile, of w uch 1677
s¢ were fick.” To diminith his real force, he here
gives us only the rank and file, omitting the nu-
merous officers, from himfelf down to a drummer,
which generally amount, in every corps, to near
one fixth part of the whele. Iam not a military
man; my defign was to lay before my country
his real force, that they might form a juft judg:
ment of his condu&. I have not therefore wroté
in a military dialeft ; an d if I had, few of my
readers
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veaders would have underfood mes; and cou]df
I believe that I had mifreprefented his real force
"in any one inftance, through the want of that
knowledge, it would give me pain. But this I
have not done. His own returns laid before the
Houfe of Commons, in the laft year, will prove,
that he had at Staten Iland: 24,464 effectives,
rank and file, and fit for duty; and, in the whole,
26,980, officers not included, who, when added,
will amount to 31,6235,

Ibid.] He finds much fault w1th my efhmatcn
of his real numbers; and adds, 1} I were to
¢ foZZow the Author’s mode of computation, when be
 flates the number of men under my command, I
< fhould [ay, and from better authority, that Gene-
 yal Wafbington bad under bis command in May
« 1976, in the feveral provinces, an army of 80,000
“ men 3 and he refers to a return of the rebel
firength in May 1776, printed at New York.

The General does not lay any flrefs on -this
fham return.  He knew its fallacy : It was a re-
turn of men raifed, and intended to be raifed,
and which were never raifed, calculated to give
him' a formidable idea of the rebel force; and
being ridiculous. in itfelf, it is produced to render
my ¢ eﬁlmate of his own force ridiculous and falfe,
But.to expofe -his evafion- of what he does not
venture to deny, I will give the reader his real
numbers from his own returns. The firft column
fhall contain the total effeGtives rank and file'; the

fecond,
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fecond, the total army, officers included; the
third, that of the American army ; that every
unprejudiced and impartial reader may compare
the Britith force with that of the rebels. For,
after all our inquiries into the minute tranfac-
tions of any military command, the firft queftion
of a man of fenfe will be, What was the refpec-
tive force and difcipline of the two contending
armies?

Total Effe@ives, 'Total Army, Total

1776- Rank and File, Officers included, Rebel Force,
Aug. 9. 24,247 29,308 18,000 *
Nov, 22. 26,080 31,755 4,000
Dec. —_— — 3,300 T

1777- ‘
July 17. 30,049 355047 8,c00

Such was the ftate of the force under Sir William
Howe’s immediate command, exclufive of the
garrifon at:Rhode Ifland, which added, amounts,
in the whole, t0 40,874 ; and fuch the numbers

* General Robertfon fays, in his Examination, the rebel
force was only 16,co0.

4 See the General’s Narrative, p, 8. Wathington attacked
Colonel Rhal with his whole force, except Cadwallader’s bri-
gade, which did not confift of 500 men; and ihofe were pre-
vented, by the ice, from croffing the Delaware, and attacking
Bordentown, at which place Colonel Donop had left only 8o
grepadiers. At this time the remains of Lee’s corps had joined
Wafhington, who before had not 2800 men,

of
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of his inferior, and truly contemptible, enemy;
notwithftanding, as the General confefles, ¢ eve-
- ¢ ry compulfory ‘means *” was made ufe of to
increafe them; and yet he fuffered that enemy,
lyiag in an unfortified poft, within twenty miles
of his quarters, to harafs and diftrefs his troops from
January to July, w1thout taking a fingle f’tep to
diflodge them.

Thc fame unjuftifiable indolence and mifcon~
du& attended his proceedings while in Philadel-
phia. Here the General lay in his quarters all
the winter and {pting, until the month of June;
contenting himfelf with fending out occaflional
parties to cover the loyalifts, who were continually
feeding the officers of his army with all the deli-
cacies and luxuries which the couniry afforded.
To {upport this charge; nothing more will be ne-
ceffary, than to lay before the public a few fadls
notorious in America, and to many gentlemen now
in England.

Alchough the General; in page 6o, afferts, that
his whole force at Philadelphia was no more than
13,799, rank and file, it does appear, by his own .
returns, that he had, on the 3d of October, after
the battle of Brandywine, 15,898 effectives, rank
and file ; total, rank and file, 175952 ; and, when
the officers are added, 20,680. With this force,

* See his Letter to Lord George Gérmain, February 12,
1777. Sce alfo his Lietter, March 5, 1778,

I ©afew
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a few men loft in the battle of Germantown ex<
cepted, he went into winter-quarters in Phila-
delphia, where he fays it was ¢ well accommo-
¢ dated.”

-, Wafhington, with about gooo men, took up
his quarters at the Valley Forge, within twenty
miles of Philadelphia. Having no houfes for
his troops, he was obliged to build uncomfortable
huts with round logs, filled in with clay, and
covered with loofe ftraw and dirt, in fuch a man-
ner as not to fecure them from the weather. This
fituation the General, in his letter of the sth of
March, defcribes in thefe words: ¢ The rebel
< army continues in the fame fituation as-when I
¢ had laft the honour of writing to your Lordfhip,
« butted at Valley Forge, where their men fuffer
<« exceedingly from the very inclement weather, which
“ has induced  numbers to defert.” The camp-
diforder raged among his men, which obliged him
to eftablih no lefs than eleven hofpitals; and
many died, many deferted to their feveral pro-
vinces, and near 3000 of them came over to the
Britith army. From thefe circumftances, his
army was reduced, before-the month of March,
~to lefs than 4000 men; and' by far the greater
part of thefe were in a manner naked; many
without (hoes  or ftockings, and but few, except
the Virginians, with the neceflary clothing *.

* Mr. Galloway’s Examination, p. 27, ::8, 29, 30.

His
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His horfes were in a condition yet worfe; they
were conftantly expofed to fhowers of rain, and
falls of [now, both day and night ; many of them
died ; the reft were {o emaciated as to be vnfit for
labour ; and, in addition to this diftrefsful fitua-
tion, Wathington had not in his camp, at any one
time, one week’s provifions either for man or horfe,
and fometimes his men were totally deftitute®,

Walhington’s camp was by no imeans difficult
of accefs ; far lefs fo than the pofts occupied by
him at the Brandywine; and in one part of the
front the afcent was fcarcely perceptible, and his
rear was commanded by higher ground. His
ditches were not three feet in depth ; nor was there
a drummer in the Britith army, who could not, with
the utmoft eafe, leap over them; and his defences
might have been battered down with fix-pounders.

This is not an exaggerated picture of the. rebel
army, nor.of the weaknefs of its fituation. "A
brief account of it I have given in my Letters,
page 87, which the General, in his Defence, has
not denied ; indeed, he has thought it prudent to
take no notice of it, any more than of many of
the moft important charges contained in thofe
Letters. Upon thefe facts I leave the candour
of the public to find, if it can be found, a reafon
why the General did not attack, or furround, and

* See a Letter, in the Appendix, from a Committee of Con-
grefs appointed to enquire into the Staie of Wathington’s

anny.
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take by fiege, Walhington’s whole army.  His
numbers were greater than thofe of the rebels, who
furrounded and took a Britith army, under Ge-
neral Burgoyne, of ;002 veteran troops, in a
fituation not fo diftrefsful as that of Wafhing-
ton. ‘
Numerous are the inflances in which the Gene-
ral has perverted my mieaning to his own purpofes.
1 have charged him with ¢ declining to truft the
« faithful and loyal {ubjeéts with arms, or to make
s ufe of the well-affected force in the Colonies, to
 affit birs in veducing, or in defending afler reduced,
< either cities or provinces.” In this charge 1 al-
luded to his declining to embody the Loyalifts,
as a militia, in New York, New Jerfey, and
Philadelphia. Tn New York, the militia, which
he declined to embody, amounts to scoc men. In
New Jerfey, upwards of fifty of the firft men in
the county of Monmouth, &c. came in to cffer
their fervice in difarming the difaffected, and to re-
ftore the province to the peace of the Crown ; but
they could not procure accefs to the General, al-
though their wifhes were communicated to his Aid
de Camp.  They returned to their refpective fa-
milies, chagrined and difgulted at the banteur of
the General; {fome of them, notwithﬁahding, are
now at New York, under the proteCtion of the
Britith army, having abandoned their property,
hazarded their lives, and facrificed the happinefs
of their families, At Philadelphia, at leaft 3,500 .
‘ faichful
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faithful militia might have been embodied in arms
for the defence of that city, while the army ope-
. rated againft Wathington; and had the General
at the fame time cordially invited the Loyalifts to
take up arms, as a militia, in their feveral coun-
ties, under gentlemen in whom they had a confi-
dence, for the particular purpoles of feizing on
and difarming the difaffected to Government, and
defending their feveral diftrits, the Who]ebpro-
vince of Pennfylvania, and the extenfive peninfula-
below, would have been reftored to the peace of
the Crown before the end of the campaign.

To parry this charge, the General afl>ris, page
56,  Many of my proclamations contained invita-
< fions to arms, and promifes of large cucourage-
¢ ment.””  Where thefe proclamations are to.be
found, he has not told us; they never were pub-
lithed in Pennfylvania, New York, or New Jer-
fey ;3 and 1 verily believe they never were written.
The proclamation iffued in 1776, in New Jerfey,
contained nothing more than a promife of pardon
and proteétion to thofe who fhould come in and
take the oaths of allegiance ; that at the head of
Elk refted only in promifing the people protetion
from the ¢ depredations of hisarmy,” and calﬁ_ng
on the difaffetted ¢ to remain peaceably at their
¢ uylual places of abede.” The General furely
cannot here mean the ¢ many proclamations” iffued
within his lines, inviting the people to enlift in the
regular Provincial fervice ! This cannot be; be-

- .8 caufe,
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caufe, to ufe his own words, it would be ¢ a quib-
¢ ble which would never have entered into the
«'head of an Epghth” nor of an American
s lawyer.” :

Before I leave the laft-mentioned proclamation,
I cannor, in juftice to the charalter of Mr. Gallo-
way, avoid taking {ome notice of a paragraph in

Page 55.7 ¢ As this declararion was calculated
¢« for the meridian of Penniylvania, of the people
¢ of which province Mr. Galloway profeffed an
< intimate knowledge, I confulted him previoufly
“ upon ity 1 framed it agreeably to his ideas;
¢ when written, it had his full approbation.”

Here, 1 hope, the General’s memory has totally
failed him.  The faéts relating to this tranfaction
are truly rhefe. While the fleet lay at the Hook, on
its way to the Chefapeak, and not before, Captain
Montrefor brought this declaration, in manufcript,
from the General, to Mr. Galloway, with a requeft
that he would confider it.  Upon the firft view, a
number of obje&tions arofe ; he immediately com-
'mitted them to paper, fupported with his reafons.
Thefe he returned, with the declaration, to Cap-
tain Monirefor, to be carried back to the Gene-
ral.  Upon Caprain Montrefor’s return, Mr, Gal-
loway ufked, what the General faid to his objec-
tions. The anfwer was, that they were not ad-
mitted 5 for the declararions bad been already printed
off at New York,

This
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This is the whole truth, and nothing but thé
truth, Captain Montrefor, and two other gen-
tlemen, were privy to this-tranfation, whofe ho=
nour, I have no doubt, will lead them to confirm
it.  On this paragraph I fhall leave the reader to
make his own comment, with only obferving, that
the General, in every inftance where he has taken
occafion to mention Mr. Galloway’s conduét and
opinions, has been guilty of what charity would
lead me to hope are only failures of memory. -

The General labours hard, in his Narrative, to
vindicate his conduét in not fupporting the North-
ern army. Nor ought we to be furprifed at it, as
it was a negleét which ftrikes the mind on the firft
reflection ;, a blunder ro which we owe all our pre-
fent misfortunes. His arguments may be com-
prifed under three heads. 1ft, That he had no
exprefs orders to {upport it 5 2d, That he had not
force {ufficient ; and,’ 36, That his Southern expe-
dition was approved of by the Secretary of Srate.

In reply to the firft argument, fhould we. agree
to what he afferts, that the exprefs orders to fup-
port the Northern army were never received, yet
‘we know that a letter from Lord George Germain,
of the 3d of March, 1777, came to his hands on
the 8th of May *. That in this letter he is in-
formed, it was his Majefty’s opinion, that <“a warm

% See Letter of this date in the Parliamentary Regifter, 19759,
¢ diverfion
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et diverfion fhould be made on the coafts of the
« Maffachufets ;” and that the « benehfts” which:
«“ muft inevitably refult” from it, are pointed
out, viz. ¢ That it will not only tend much to
¢« impede the levies” for the Continental army;
but to the fecurity of our trade; and would ¢ keep
« the rebels at home,” for the internal defence of
their own refpedtive diftriéls, A more wile, or a
more neceflfary diverfion, to fave the Northern
army, could not have been devifed; and had it
been performed at the time General Burgoyne
- pafled from Ticonderoga towards Albany, it muft
have produced the effets his Majefty wifely pre-
difted. Levies never were, nor can be made, 1n
the {cene and buftle of war; and men will not
leave the defence of their fire-fides, their prin-
cipal fea-ports, and moft valuable cities, to fight
in a different province, and in diftant woods, where
there is nothing to defend.

This diverfion, therefore, had it been made,
mult either have drawn General Gates, with his
whole army, to the defence of the capital cities
on the fea coaft, or at leaft have detained at home
more than one half of thofe men, which, by this
neglect, were enabled to join his army; and in
that cafe the Northern army could not have failed
of overcoming, with eafe, every poffible difficulty.

But I will fuppofe that no f{uch diverfion had
been direted. The General could not but know,
that the object of the two armies was the fame,

and
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and that it was the immediate bufinefs of both to
form a junction. Was it not then his duty to
fee {o large and important a reinforcement in a
ftate of fafety; at leaft, before he carried his army
to a place which deprived him of the power to
fupport it? However, 'it feems, notwithftanding
his Majefty’s direétions, and the weighty im-
portance of the meafure, that the General and his
Noble Brother ¢ confulted upon the expediency of
¢ the diverfion *;”” yet neither made it, nor took
any meafures to {upport the Northern expedition §
in confequence of which; a Britith army paffed
under the yoke of rebellion.

I have hitherto reafoned upon a fuppofition, that
the General had no.exprels orders to co-operate
with, and join the Northern army 3 and I truft; the
arguments I have advanced are {ufficient to prove,
that; in notdoing it, he aced contrary to his ma-
nifet duty. Bur, to ftrip him even of the thadow
of an excufe,- I will prove that he had thofe orders,
or what fully amounted to them.

On the 25th of September, 1445, he received
‘his commiffion of Commander in Chief +. On the
gth of October he undertakes to propofe the plan
of his future operations ; recommends the evacua-
tion of Bofton, and that a body of 12,000 men be

* Narrative, p. 12.
4 See his Letters to the Earl of Dartmouth, dated the gth
of November, and gth of O&ober, 1775.
employed
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employed « from New York, fo open the commul-
“ wication with Canada in the firft inflance,” and
that an army of Canadians and Indians from Ca.
nada thould meet him; and, that ¢ the accom-
<« plithment of the primary objelt for opening the
« communication, being obtained by the sfwo ar-
 mies, thefe corps might take feparate routes
¢ into the province of Maffachufet’s Bay.” And
in his letter of the 2d of April, 1777, he points
out « the advantages that might arife by fecuring
«“ Albany and the adjacent country.”

~ Stri&ly conformable to thefe ideas of the Gene-
ral; Government proceeded, His own army was re-
inforced with numbers fo great, that it ftruck him
with utter amazement. Another army was formed,
#nd ordered to proceed from Canada to join his
troops at Albany, On the 25th of March, the
Secretary of State tranfmitted to Sir Guy Carle~
ton, at Quebec, the plan of operations for both
armies ; in which he is ordered ¢ to detach Gene-
¢ ral Burgoyne,” and to dire& him, ¢« fo de-
¢ tached, to proceed with all poffible expedition
“* to Albany, and put bimfelf under the command of
¢ Sir William Howe ;” and further adds, ¢ with
< a view of quelling the rebellion as foon as pof-
“ fible, it is become neceflary that the moft fpeedy
‘¢ junélion of the two armies fhould be effeiied.”” An
official copy of this letter was tranfmicted to Sir
William Howe for his information and direéion,

and
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and was received by him on the 5th of June, fix
weeks before he failed on his wild and unfortunate
expedition to the Chefapeak. By thefe letters, the
following truths are in full evidence: That the
plan of the Northern operations was the General’s
-own, and not the plan of Adminiftration: That
he received written orders 10 ¢ effe@® a fpeedy
‘¢ juntion” of the two armies, and that that junc-
tion was to be made at dlbany. This is fo plain,
that it would be an affront to the reader’s under-
ftanding to fay more on the fubjet. In vain will
the General plead, that he never received his or-
ders.- For what end was the official copy of the
plan of operations fent to him ? ? Was it'to anfwer
no purpofe ¢ Or was it to fignify his Majefty’s
pleafure and orders refpeing thofe operations ?
How idle ! how truly trifling, then; muft this part
of his Defence appear, when the junition of the
‘two armies was nog only conformable to his own
plan, but clearly pointed out by reafon, military
duty, and by his Majefty’s orders !

As to his {econd objeétion, that he had not force
fufficient, 1 need.only remind my reader, that the
General had under his command, on the 17th of
July 1777, asappears by his own returns, 40,874
men, officers included. His Southern army con-
fifted of 20,680 ; the garrifon of Rhode Ifland re-
quired only 2400, as he confefles in his fecret
letter of the 2d April, 1777 ; his remaining force

G 2 was
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was 17,794, In the fame letter, he ftates as fuf-
ficient for the defence of New York and New York
Ifland 3200, of Paulus Hook 300, of Staten Ifland
1200; in the whole 4700. This number, deduéted
out of 17,794, will leave 13,094, befides 3000
effectives, of the provincial corps under General
Tryon. This will make the force under htis com-
mand, exclufive of his Southern army, and his ne-
ceffary garrifons, 16,094, 1 will alfo fuppofe,
which is a very extravagant fuppofition, that every
fixth man was an invalid, and it will leave 13,412
effe@tives, whom he might have applied to the
{upport of the Northern army ; but, not inclined
to fupport that army, he left ufelefs thoufands in
the garrifon of Rhode Ifland, and carried with
him, in his wild circuitous voyage to the Chefa-
peak, as many thoufands, equally unneceflary 4
for there was not the moft diltant profpet that the
enemy could ever raife an army, equal, in effec-
tive force, t0 10,000 veteran troops.

But further. He acknowledges, page 61, that
he ¢ left at New York about 8500 rank and file,
¢« fit for duty.” I have thewn, tha: he thought
4700 were competent to the defence of all his gar-
rifons ; why then did he not order the remaining
3800 to make the diverfion on the coaflts of New
England," as had been dire€ted by his Majefty ? a
- force abundantly more than fufficient, if properly
condufted, to have detained the whole militia of
that country in the defence of "their capital towns

§ and
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and valuable fea-ports, which muft have enabled
General Burgoyne to pafs without difficulty to
New York.

The third argument remains to be examined.
The General, in his Narrative, as well as in his
Obfervations, repeatedly declares that the Secretary
of State approved of his * expedition to Pennfyi-
« vania,” This affertion is of the fame complex-
ion with that of Mr. Galloway’s approving of a
jproclamation, at a time he had never heard of it,
The falls are: In his letter on the 20th of Janu-
ary, £777, he propafes ¢ to detach a corps only to
¢ enter the Delaware 2y fea, and the main body of
< the army to penetrate into Pennfylvania by way
¢ of Ferfey.” ‘This meafure was founded in the
fpundeft policy, and juftified by common fenfe,
becayfe, had it been purfued, Wathington, having
at that time only 8oco men, muft have fought, or
fled before him out of New Jerfey, over the De-
laware. Wathington’s fafety depended on his
taking this route; his military flores and provi-
fions were all on the other fide of the Delaware ;
cut off from thefe effentials of war, he muft have
given up the conteft, Wathington once defeated,
or driven over the Delaware, the province of New
Jerfey might have been immediately reftored to
the peace of the Crown. Philadelphia, altoge-
ther without defence by land, and very little better
by water, muft have immediately fallen. A gar-
sifon, more numerous than Wathington’s whole

army,
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army, might have been left for its defence, and
10,000 men, at leaft, fpared to operate up the
Torth River, or on the New England coalts, in fa-
vour of the Northern army. Al this'might have
been accomplithed with eafe by the latter end of
Auguft, although the campaign was nct opened
until the p2th of Junes but had the General
commenced the opcratlona on the 12th of May,
the moft proper month in the whole year for
military operations in that part of America, it
might have been completed by the latter end of
July.  This appearing evidently to be prafti-
cable, with the force under the General’s com-
mand, every candid and fenfible man muft ap-
plaud the council which induced his Majefty ta
approve of the plan for invading Pennfylvania,
¢« by the way of Jerfey.”

"This approbation was communicated by Lord
George Germain, in his letter of the 3d of March ;
but before it could reach * the General, he had
altered this judicious plan for one truly ridiculous,
and ruinous not only to the Northern army, but hig
own operations ; a plan which muft neceflarily have
been attended with a great wafte of time, immenfe
expence, unneceffary rifque, and innumerable diffi-
culties. In his letter of the 2d of April, he informs
the Secretary of State, that, ¢ from the difficulties
“ and delay that would attend the pafling the river

% Ie did not receive it till the 8th of May: '
¢ Delaware,
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« Delaware, by a march through Jerfey, 1 propofe
« o invade Pennfylvania &y fea; and from this
« arrangement we muft prebably abandon the Jer-
s {eys, which, by zbe former plen, would not have
¢ been the cafe.”

Will the ‘General affert, that the Minifter of
the American department ever approved of this
material, this mi{chievous change, in his plan? Did
he ever approve of his abandoning New Jerfey,
his embarking on fhip-board his whole army, and
fubje&ting them to all the rifques and dangers of |
the fea, without the leaft neceflity or reafon?
The American Minifter is too wife, and too well
verfed in military {cience, to have approved of
‘a plan pregnant with fuch folly and infatuation ;
if he did, the General is called on to. producc
fome proofs of that approbation.

This being the truth, the General will labour
in vain to throw the blame of his own military
abfurdities upon the fhoulders ofothers The plan :
was truly %is own; and it bears o Srrong a re-
femblance of his other military operations, that
no one acquainted with them can pofiibly doubt
i,  For by this wretched project the three ftrong
pofts of Brunfwick, Bonumtown, and Amboy,
which had been fortified at an immenfe national
expence, were to be given up; the province of
New Jerfey, which had been fo lately reduced,
was to be abandoned to an enemy confifting of
lefs than one third of his own numbers ; and a

Britith

'
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Britith army, both cavalry and foot, was to b
embarked in the hot holds of (hips, in the hotteft
months of the year, to pafs into a yet more fouth-
ern and fickly climate; and that koo at a {eafon
when contrary winds never yet failed to prevail.
All thefe difficulties, togethier with the dangers
and rifques of the ocean, were to be encountered
“in preference to a march of fifty-eight miles through
a fine open country, interfeéted by a variety of
roads, and ftored with every neceffary for the ac-
commodation of an army.
But'it feems, ¢ the difficulties and delays that
« would attend the paffage of the Delaware, and
« the want of {ufficient means to pafs {o Jarge a
¢ river *,” were the obftructions to his firft plan.
What w11 the reader fay, when he is informed,
that this /o large, and Jo much dreaded, river is
ever, in the months of June, July, and Auguft,
fordable in a variety of places, between Trenton
and Coryel’s Ferry, on the different roads to Phi-
ladelphia? and yet, if it was not fo, that it is
not, in many places, 300 yards-wide; that the
ground on the Jerfey fide commands, in many parts,
that on the Pennfylvania fide, fo that our army
might have been perfeétly covered by cannon in its
paflage 5 and that the General had prepared more
‘boats and pontoons, which he carried with him
to Brunfwick, than were neceflary for that pur-

* Narrative, p. 16,

pofe.
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pofe. ‘Thus circumftanced, and thus prepared;
what would an Amherft, a Wolfe; or a Bouquef,
have thought of difficulties fo truly infignificant!

As I have now before me Sir William Howe’s
general plans of operation, I cannot avoid taking
notice of his change of opinion. As foon as he
was appointed, his plan ¢ was to open a communi-
<¢ cation with Canada, in the firft inftance *.” Soon
after, with much good fenfe, he refolves to profe-
cute the advantages he had gained in New Jerfey,
and to go to Philadelphia 4y Jand+. This refolu-
tion {fuddenly changes for a worfe, tc go &y fez {.
We next fee him alter this refolution for one infi-
nitely worfe ftill, and to be equalled by none, fave
that of going to Philadelphia by way of the Weft’
Indies ; for he refolves to go to Philadelphia, by
¢ taking the coutle of the Chefapeak.” Andevenin
this fourth refolution he does not continue long,
but changes it for his third, and again determines
to go up *¢ the Delaware 3 and that for a very good
reafon, ¢« in order to be nearer New York |.”
And yet, after all this confufion in opinion, we
have feen his moft judicicus plan, approved of

* Cee his Letter of the gth of O&ober, 1775,

+ See his Letter of the zoth of January, 1777.

1 See his Letter of the 2d of April, 1777.

| In the laft paragraph of his Letter, of 16th July, 1777, h=
fays, ¢ I propofe going up the Delaware, 7z order to be nearer
« this place (New York) than I fthould be by taking the couf:
¢ of Chefapeak Bay, awhich I once intended, and pnﬁ”ned t0
““ that ef the Delawvare.”

H | by
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by his Majefty, fet afide 3 and another, founded
folely on his own wild ideas, unapproved of by,
and uncommunicated and unknown to, any but his
Woble Brother and himfelf, and which involved the
operations of the canipaign in confufion and ruin,
ultimately profecuted. He led his army, contrary
to his own declared opinion, that he ought to be
« near New York,” round Cape Charles, and
wafted the beft feafon for military operations, from
June to September, encountering difficulties and
dangers, which the plan approved of by his Ma-
jefty muft infallibly have avoided. Such was
the ftrange and fatal verfatility of the General's
councils and conduct !

It would be endlefs to take notice of all the mif-
ftated and miftaken facts, and the many difinge-
nuous arguments, adduced by the Geaeral in his
Vindication. I fhall, therefore, in future, con-
tent myfelf with giving brief anfwers to many of
them, dwelling only on the groffer blunders in his
condudt. :

He takes much pains to vindicate himfelf againft
the charge of not opening the campaign before
the month of June. He begins with contradi®-
ing my affertion, in the Letters, that the rebel
levies never could join the army before that
month ; and avers, that their levies « joined early
“ in the {pring.” Now this was not the fatt;
and it will be eafy to convince the reader of its im-
poflibility.  The rebel army confifted of more
than three-fourths Irifh and Scotch, and lefs than

one-
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one-fourth native Americans *, The firlt gene-
rally came from the back parts of Pennfylvania,
Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolinas
the {fecond, principally from the difaffeted New
England colonies ; fo that at lealt three-fourths of
the new levies had from two, to five and feven
hundred miles to march. The inclemency of the
feafon prevented them from fetting out from the
fouthward until the beginning of April, and later
from the northward ; and therefore they could not
join the army ““early in the {pring +.” The time of
their junétion, afmall part from the Middle Colo-
nies excepted, was about the beginning of June;
before which time, however reduced the number
of the enemy might be, the General would never
begin his principal operations,

But he fays, *“ e bad not forage in quarters
“ nor-could we bave carried any quantities for effen-
¢ tial fervice.” \

If he had not forage in quarters, on what did
his horfes fubfift ? they were always in high order.
In bis campaign of 1747, he might have com-
manded all that Long Ifland, Rhode Ifland, and

* M-. Galloway’s Examination, p. zz.

+ In his Letter of the 19th of April, he fays, ¢ Their force
<t has been diminithed, during the courfe of the winter, by de-
¢ fertion, and by detachments to the back fetilements ;7 but
he does not fay-a word of their receiving reinforcements, which
a General, foexpertin apologies for his indolence, we may pre-
fume, would have done, had any joined the rebel army at that
time, N

H:2 Staten’
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Staten Ifland produced 5 and in that of 1748, had
he chofe to open it before he refigned his com-
mand, all that the environs of Phllade]phla af-
forded, which was immenfe. And could he not
have carried a fortnight or three weeks forage, or
{ufficient to enable him to have attacked his enemy,
lying not more than a day’s march from his quar-
ters ? He had horfes and carriages fufficient, and
might have had more. Sir Jeffery Amherft car-
ried the provifions for his army from Lancafter ta
Montreal ; General Forbes, from Lancalter to
Fort Pitt; and Colonel Bouquet, from Lancaf-
ter, upwards of three hundred miles, to Mufkin-
gum. But the true anfwer to all thefe weak apo-
logies for his indolence, 1s, that the country was,
at all {feafons of the year, plentifully ftored with’
dry forage; and that a fuperior army may procure
it, if the Commander of it choofes, from the {ame
parts and places where it is daily obtained by the
inferior; and more efpecially where the country is
generally difaffected to that inferior army : befides,
it 1s well known to the people of that country,
that the green forage, with which it abounds, is
{ufficiently grown to fupport cavalry, by the lat-
ter end of April.  In a country thus pofieflfed of
dry and green forage, the General’s horfes could
have run no rifque.  But there was a magnanimity
which difcovered itfelf in all his condu&, and
which, if the real lovers of their country will not
commend, his friends, in the oppofition to Go-
vernment, will fupport angd applaud! He fcorned

14}
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to imitate the rafb impetuofity of men, who, too
deeply imprefled with the principles of honour,
and defire of fame, regard no difficulties; he
therefore would never purfue the enemy whom he
had defeated, nor attack him when unprepared ;
nor would he open the campaign until the levies
of his enemy were joined.

So much for the campaign in 1779. He next
attempts to Juftify his indolence in 1478. Hefg
he apprehends that « he need not {fay much in his
« vindication, becaufe, VERY early in April, he re-
s< ceived his erders to return bome.”

The terms ¢ wery early” in April, are founded
in miftake. He did not receive a permiffion from
his Majefty to return, until the 14th of that
‘month *; nor did he refign his command until the
24th of May, near fix weeks after. He conti-
nued, during that time, fhamefully ina&tive in his
winter quarters, notwithftanding, in the fame let-
ter which conveyed the leave to refign, he was or-
dered by his Majefty, < whillt he continued in
¢ command, to lay hold of every opportunity of
¢ putting an end to the rebellion, by a due exer-
< tion of the force under his orders.” The only
movement of any confequence, during that fix
weeks, is not mentioned in his letters; however,
as'this exploit ought not to be concealed from
the publlc, I will relate it.

# See Parliamentary Regifler, 1779.
- On
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On the 1gth of May, the Marquis de la Fayette,
with the main force of Walhington’s army, from
Valley Forge, crofled a bridge over the Schuylkill,
and took poft at WNorrington. 'Intelligence of this
movement was immediately communicated to the
General.  Pretending to fhew a defire to do fome-
thing before his departure, he marched out witha
large part of his army, in two columns, as if he
really intended to attack the enemy. The firft co-
lumn, unperceived and unfufpeéted, moved in a
circuit round the enemy’s poft, and got perfeltly
in his rear, within fight of his corps, and confi-
derably nearer the bridge, over which only the
Marquis could poflibly return, while the other co-
lumn advanced towards the enemy’s front. Thus
completely entrapped, the Marquis gave up all as
Ioft; he expelted his retreat would hdve been in-
Atantly cuc off.  Wathington, defpairing of the
fafety of the flower of his army, immediately pre-
pared to fly, with his remaining non-effeftives,
baggage, and artillery, to be drawn by a few
frarved and emaciated horfes, towards the Sufque-
hannah ; and nothing was wanting but a f{mall
fhare of mulitary exertion, or, perhaps, inclina-
tion, to take or deftroy the chisf force of the rebel
army, But here again, as at Brunfwick, Tren-
ton, Hilliborough, Brandywine, and German
Town, the enemy was fuffcred to make a yet more
fortunate efcape. The firft column, inftead of pufh-
ing towards the bridge, in a good road leading to

i
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it on the right, and cutiing off the enemy’s re-
treat, while the other thould advance, and attack
in front, was marched to the left, in a route more
diftant from the bridge, and thus, inftead of in-
tercepting the ememy, fell into his rear. The
other column, under the immediate command of
the General himfelf, leifurely advanced in front.
The pafiage to the bridge was left open; and the
Marquis, having recovered from his panic and
defpondency, made good his retreat, without lofs,
and unmolefted.

The words ¢ orders to return” are difingenuous,
and evafive of the fact. They convey the idea,
that the General was removed from his command
contrary to his wifh ; when the truth is, that as
foon as he had done as /little good, and a5 much
mifchief as poffible; as foon as he had depreffed
the {pirits of the Loyalifts, by his inacceflibility,
his injudicious appointments, his neglect of them
when rifing in arms in his favour, and the indif-
criminate plunder made by his army ; as foon as
he had revived, by his difgraceful attempts and re-
treats, that fpirit of rebellion which he had fo lately
deprefled ; as foon as he had, by his manifeft breach
of military duty and the explicit orders of his So-
vereign, facrificed a Britith army; as foon as he
had overcome the hefitation and reluCtance of the
Houfe of Bourbon, and prevailed on it, by the
indolence of his operations, openly and avowedly
to fupport the rebellion ; I fay, asfoon as he had,

with
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with art and addrefs, brought this load of igno:
mioy on the Britith arms, and thefe accumulated
evils on his country, and not before, he petulantly
infifted on his refignation,

The reafon affigned for his refignation is fo in-
decent and groundlefs, that I will give it to the
reader in his own words. ¢ From the LITTLE
“ aTTENTION, my Lord, given to my recom-
« mendations, fince the commencement of my
¢« command, I am led to hope that I may be re-
¢ lieved from this very painful fervice, wherein I
¢* have not the good fortune to enjoy the neceflary
¢ confidence and fupport of my fuperiors, dut
« which, I conclude, will be extended to Sir Henry
< Clinton, my prefumptive fucieffor. By the return
< of the packet, T humbly requeft I may have his
« Majefty’s permiffion to refign *.” In what this
want of attention to his recommendations con-
fifted, 1s not mentioned. If we look into the cor-
refpondence between the Secretary of State and the
General, we fhall not find it there; for in that it
will appear, that if the General recommended a
favourite to his Majefty, he was fure to receive
promotion ; and, to incite and oblige him, if ho-
nour conferred, and a fenfe of gratitude could
oblige him, to do his duty, the order of Knight-
hood was beflowed by his Sovereign on himfelf.
And when we confider his wanton and extravagant

* See bis Letter of the 28th of Cctober, 1778, to Lord
George Germain, .

demands

i



, ( 57 ).

demands for-more force, with the exertions made
by Goverament to gratify him, we fhall find, that
his complaint of a want ¢ of the confidence and
« fupport of his fuperiors,” was made without the
leat foundation., ‘ '

~ When the meafures for reducing the revolted
Colonies were refolved on, and the General was
appointed to the command, fuch was the difpofi-
tion of Government to gratify him in whatever he
fhould defire, that the Secretary of State declared,
¢« the meafures of force fhould be the wifhes
 of the General.” The General, who was then
in America, and had the ftate of the rebellion be-
fore him, was the beft judge of the force which
would be competent to its fuppreffion; on his
judgment, therefore, Government relied, and,
inftead of ftinting, {urpafled his wifhes. In his
letter * to the Secretary of State, after long and
mature deliberation, he only requires 19,000 men,
which, he fays, will be ¢ adequate to an altive
« offenfive campaign on the fide of New York
¢ and Rhode Ifland.” To combat this force, he
< apprehended the rebels would not have lefs than
« ro,0oco men on the fide of Rhode Ifland, and
¢ 20,000 men to alt againft General Carleton on
¢ one hand, and the New York corps on the
¢ other.” Inftead of 19,000 men, he was fur-
nithed with 31,476 ; and although he expected to

# Sce his Letter of the 26th of November, 1775,
1 ' meet
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meet a force of 30,000 men, the whole rebel army
did not amount to 18,000, With the force now
fent, and which amounted to 11,000 men more
than he required, the General appears to be more -
than fatisfied, and declares his ¢ utter aftonifh-
¢ ment at the uncommon exertions™ of Govern-
ment; and yet, in his letter of the 25th of Sep-
tember, ‘1776, after he had defeated his enemy,
and taken, killed, and difperfed more than half of
his force, he begins his extravagant requifitions ; 5
and, with a manifeft defign to diftrefs Govern-
ment, he requires ¢ ten Jine of battle thips, with
s a number of fupernumerary feamen, for man-
“ nifg boats.” Would any perfon fafpe&, that,
at this tlme, the Adm}ral had 65 thips of wary
13 carrying from 50 o 70 guns, 28 frigates, and
34 ﬁoops and that the whole naval force of Ame-
tica was no more than three frigates and fix {loops
of war ? Te what ufe did the Gene}‘al me3n to
apply the additional ¢ ten fhips of the line,” which
could not be performed by the force already under
his Brother's command ? Was it to batter down
the fortifications of the rebel ports and harbours #
We know they had none. Was it to penetrate up
their thoal and narrow rivers, when he had fo many
frigates; and Iloops of war, only proper for that
fervice ? Did he want them to defeat the truly
contemptible naval- force of the enemy, when the
Admiral had upwards of 6o veflels of war under
his commaad 2

Ie
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It will be as impofiible for us to conceive to
* what ufe the General intended to apply the ¢ fu-
¢ pernumerary feamen.” His Noble Brother had
“not lefs than 12,000 mariners on board the fhips
of war and tranfports then under his command.
‘Surely, out of fo great a number, men fufficient
might be fpared to man his boats, at any time,
and upon any occafion; and yet, notwithftanding
the unreafonablenefs of thefe demands, more fhips,
and of a better and more ufeful fize, than was
aftked, were fent over, viz, one fhip of 44 guns,
‘10 °of 32, one of 28, and one of § guns.
¢ The General, page 41, acknowledges, that,
when Mr, Galloway came over to the army, in
December 1776 (which was on the firft day of that
‘month), ¢« his great fuccefles had intimidated the
¢¢ leaders of the rebellion, and rearly induced a
¢ general {ubmiffion.” And indeed this confef-
fion, however unwarily made; was itriétly true;
for further oppofition was univerfally defpaired of
by all America, except a few defperaté men in
Wathington’s afmy, and thatarmy was reduced to
lefs than 3500 men. ~And yet at that very period,
viz. on the gothof November, he * makes an addi-
tional derhand of 1 550006 rank and file; and in his
letter of the 20th of Januaty, this demand is in-
‘crcafed to zo,ooo, ‘and  he dedares, that this

* See his Letters of the 3oth of November, 1776 and the
‘29th of January, 1777
Is number
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number ¢ would by no means exceed his waiits 3
¢« yet 15,000 will give us a fuperiority.” '

The reader will be as much at a lofs to diflco-
wver to what ufe the General would have applied
this additional 20,000 men, as he has been in re-
{pect to the ten fhips of the line. Both of thefe
demands, when his force is confidered, will appjear
equally extravagant and unneceflary. He had then,
as appears by his own returns, 31,476 men, offi-
~ cers included, and the whole Continental force did
not amouat to 3500 ; and yet, in-compliance with
this extravagant and wanton requifition, fo far as
it was poffible to be complied with, 7800 troops
were, with all expedition, fent over to him. .

The General, it feems, did not make this ex.
travagant demand without afligning a reafon for
it. 'Reafons, or what he thought would carry the
weight of reafons, were always at hand, when the
Minifter could receive no ftate of faéts but by the
packets under the General’s command, and when
all letters from America -were liable to his in-
fpettion. Perhaps Government never committed
a greater miftake, than that of fuffering the line -
of intelligence, from countries where its fervants
are employed, to be taken out of the hands of the
confidential officer. It enabfgs its own fervants to
mifreprefent the ftate of the country, the difpofj-
tion of the people, the numbers of the eﬁeniy,
and to put what glofs they pleafe on their own

' ' : ' mifc‘ondqﬁtﬁ‘
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mifcondud,  ‘without 'a poflibi llty of detetiong
and from - thele mifreprefentations - it has often
happened, that men have met with applaufe, when,
in juftice, they fhould have received condemnation
and difgrace. ‘

But the reafons a[ﬁoned were groundlefs: and
romantic. . In his letter of the 12th of February,
~he informed the Secretary of State, that ¢ the re-
¢, bels have'profpects of bringing an army:into the
-s¢. feld .of more than 50,000 men. . They are moft
¢ fanguine. in their expetations, and,.confcious
¢¢ that their whole ftake depends upon the fuccefs
¢¢-of the next campaign, ufe every compulfory
¢ means to thofe who do not enter voluntarily into
¢ their fervice;” and yet, notwithftanding all
this {anguinenels Qf expectation, and thefe. . com-
¢« pulfory means,” we know, that, inftead of
¢ more than 50,000 men,” they were not able to
bring into the field, when the General met: their
force at Hilliborough, more than 8oco; and even
at the Brandywine not.more than 16,000, militia
included ; after he had, contrary to all policy,
given - them .two months to recruit. their -feeble
army. by évery poflible exertion. - . . ;. -

It thus appears, that if the reinforcement fem:
fell fhort of the force required by the General, the
expected sreinforcement of the rebels, which was
the reafon affigned for that requ1ﬁt10n, failed in a
much; greater proportion ; more than one-half of
the force required was fent, and not more than

ong=
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one-Gfth of that of the rebels was raifed. The ac-
count. of the force ftood thus in 1777 : Britifh,
40,874 veteran troops; rebel regular army at
Hillfborough, 8oco; at Brandywine, 11,0003
and, in the {pring 1778, at the Valley Forge, not
4000 undifciplined- tfoops.” With what juftice,
then, can the General complajn of his want of
force, and how fhamelefs and bare-faced is his at-
tempt to throw the blame of his own mifconduét
on.that Adminiftration, which has, by fuch ¢ un-
% common exertions,” thus gratified him in his
extravagant requifitions !

Pages from 50 to 59 are employed in attempt-
-ing to prove that the people of America are almoft
univer(ally difloyal, and that be did every thing in bis
power to encourage them te take up arms, without
~ Here he afferts, that the < only attempt™ made
by a'body of men, to aflit in fupprefling the
rebellion, was in North Carolina, in 1776. Did
the General never hear of two different bodies,
who took arms in favour of Gevernment, at dif-
ferent times, in the peninfula between the Dela-
ware and Chefapeak ? Did he never fee, or hear
- of the proclamation iffued by the Congrefs, to

fupprefs them ? If he did not, all' America faw it,

- and the people of Britain may alfo fee it. Did he
never hear, that, in feveral counties above Al-

bany, the Loyalifts, being by far the greater num-

‘ber, prevented the difaffeCted from joining Gates,
5 | when
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when going againft General Burgoyne ? This wa§_
a fa& known to thoufands within his own lines.
Did he never hear of the numerous offers made to
Mr. Galloway, while the General was at Philadel-
phia, by the gentlemen of many counties, to take
up arms, to difarm the difaffected, and to reftore
their refpetive diftricts to the peace of the crown 2
- He certainly did.

«« The. people of Staten Iﬂand ‘he eonfeﬁ'es,
*_(page 50) teftified their loyalty- ,by all the means
¢ in their power;” and General Tryon, and fome
other gentlemen, ¢ who had taken refuge on board
“ fhip, informed him of the loyal difpofition of
¢ the people of New York and New Jerfey, &c.”
But it feems General Tryon, who had been many
years Governor of the province, and the other
gentlemen, who had lived long in New York,
were all miftaken, :

In order to accoumnt for the abfurdlty of his ex<
tf_:n_ﬁve cantonments, he acknowledges, it was to
¢ cover the county of Monmouth, in which there
< are many loyal inbabitants.”  But here again the
General found himfelf mifinformed; Governor
Tryon, and a number of other gentlemen of New
York, had before, as,I have mentioned, deceived
him. And now General Skinner, whom he
warmly recommends to his Majefty’s favour, who
was the Attorney-general of the province, and
from whom he muft; or. ought to have taken his
~ information refpeing the people of Monmouth,
was
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was alfo miftaken, Thefe gentlemen, it feems,
knew little about the difpofitions of the people of
the country in which the moft of them were born,
and in which they had lived from their infancy
for, fays he, < many, very many of the people of
¢ Monmouth were taken in arms again{’c us, with
“ my prote&xons in their pockets.” Had the
General faid fome, and but few, of the people of
New Jerfey -had alted in this manner, he would
have been much nearer to the faét. Among the 6oco
people who came in and took the oaths, fome
were, it may be reafonably fuppofed, difaffected ;
but even thefe, we. ought to fuppofe, would have
kept their oaths, had not the proclamation been
fhamefully violated on the part of the General.
The plunder was fo indifcriminate, and fo excef-
five, that men were robbed of. their all; and it
was thefe difaffected men, made defperate by the
breach of public faith, and injuries which they had
fuftained, who were taken in arms, with his pro-
tections in their pockets, and none others. Let
Britons, for a moment, fuppofe, that the military;
who were fent into.the city of London to prote&
their perfons and properties againft the violence of
the late mob, inftead of affording them that pro-
tetion, had robbed their houfes, and  polluted
their wives and daughters would they have tamely
fubmitted to fuch outrages? Would their hearts
have felt no difpofition to oppofe fuch enormous
wickednefs ¢ Their fcnﬁbllny will “anfwer thefe

queftions,
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queftions. :Indeed it is impofiible for language o
defcribe the mifchiefs and difgrace which the want
of difcipline in the Britith army, in this refped,
brought on the fervice ;; and men who are ac-
quainted with it, are furprifed that it had not pro-
duced, what, from many circomftances, it is pro-
bable was intended;’ an umverfal revolt of all the
Colonifts.

As another mfcance of 1he difloyalty of the
Americans, the General fays, ¢ Several corps were
¢ offered to be raifed, and were accepted, in the
“ winter 1776, to confift of 6500 men; but in
% May 1778, the whole number amounted to only
“ 2609, mcludmg the brigades of Delancy and
¢ Skinner ; a littl¢ more than half the promifed
“ complement.” The gentlemen who cffered to
raife thefe corps, expected that the General would
haveopened the field forrecruiting. Whenthey look-
ed at his force, they faw it was practicable ; but
they were deceived by the indolence and. mifcon-
du&t of the General. Brigadier-general Skinner’s
brigade was to have been raifed in New Jerfey.
This province the General had fhamefully given up.
Brigadier-general Delancy’s corps was to have been
raifed in the province of New York, which he expect-
ed would have been open to his recruiting parties.
But the General contented himfelf withthe poﬁ"eﬁ";on
of Long Ifland,Staten Ifland, and the ifland of New
York ; and, moreover, fuffered his enemy, who
had not 6oco effective men, to harafs and befiege

K him
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him'in his quarters, during the whole recruiting
feafon. = When thefe falts are candidly confidered,
together with the fmall number of Americans within -
the Britith lines, the man of fenfe, who will refleét
how few men in a fociety are willing to fubject
their perfons to the dangers of war, and to military
difcipline, will be furprifed at the numbers enlifted
under fuch difadvantages, and within fo {fmall a-
compafs of territory ;' and will confefs, thatitisa
ftrong proof of the loyalty of the people.

At Philadelphia, the General infinuates that he
had made the fame experiment on the loyalty of
the people. ¢ Mr. William Allen, a gentleman
“ who was fuppofed to have great. family influence
< in that province; Mr. Chalmers, much refpeéied
< in the ‘three lower counties on Delaware, and in
« ‘Maryland; Mr. Clifton, the chief of the Roman
¢¢ Catholic perfuaﬁon, of whom there were faid to
¢« be many in Philadelphia, as well as in the rebel
¢ army, ferving againft their inclinations, were
s¢ appointed commandants of corps.” And what
was the fuccefs of thefe efforts ? He tells us, ¢ they
« only amounted to 800 men, including three
“ troops of light dragoons, confifting of 132
¢ troopers.”

All this is plaufible in appearance, but falla-
cious in reality. It was the duty of the General
to enquire after popular charalers for- thefe ap-
pointments ; but he fought the moft unpopular,
Mr. Allen was a young gentleman, whofe family

influence
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- influence was confiderable among the Republican
party, before they fubverted thc proprietary go-
vernment, and threatened to feize on the propri-
etary eftate ; bur, after thefe circuamftances took
Place, that influence was loft : he had been alfo a
colonel in the rebel fervice, in the Canada expedi-
tion. I do not mention thefe circumftances to
prejudice Mr. Allen, becaufe I now believe him,
from convittion, to be a. loyal fubjeft ; but yet,
a charalter thus circumftanced was not the per-
fon under whom the General could, in reafon, ex-.
pect the. Loyalifts. would inlift. Mr., Chalimers, a
gentleman from Maryland, who came into the
Britith army at Elk, though much refpe@ted in
Maryland, was unconneted, and without any in-
fluence, in Philadelphia.. Colonel Clifton, if pof-
fible, had lefs influence, except-among the Ro-
man Catholics.; and of thefe there were not 200
men capable of carrying a mufquet : befides, here,
as in New York, during the whole feafon for re-
cruiting, he fuffered Wathington’s parties and de-
tachments to.furround his lines, and render it im-
poflible to recruit in the country. = Such were the
gentlemen appointed, and fuch the embarrafsments
under which the recruiting fervice laboured in Phi-
ladelphia; and yet the General acknowledges,
that, during his fhort ftay in that city, where he
found only 4482 males from 18 to.6o years of
age, of whom near 1000 were Quakers, he raifed
K2 974
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974 rank and file, and, officers included, upwards
of 1100. ‘ S

The General fays nothing of Mr. Galloway's
troop of Philadelphia light dragoons; it did not
fuit his purpofe. That very unpopular gentleman
offered to raife a regiment of horfe, but he could
procure a warrant for raifing a troop only, This
corps was expeditioufly raifed; in two months -
they were complete, and fo well difciplined as to
be reviewed by the General, and greatly applauded
for their d‘ifcipline. It is known in that country,
that his influence among the Loyalifts was fuch,
that he could have raifed a regiment in nearly the
fame time, notwithftanding the embarraffiments
under which the recruiting fervice then laboured.
But the General declined making ufe of Mr. Gal-
loway’s influence in the recruiting fervice, and
preferred to it that of an unpopular country ta-
vern-keeper, for whom he thought his fervants in
the kitchen the moft proper company. . This man
received a warrant to raife a troop, and now mixes
with gentlemen of rank in the army. Such were
the judicious appointments of the Commander in
Chief in Philadelphia ! '

To the charge, that no ftep was taken by the
Generzl to embody the friends of Government in
New Jerfey, who were anxious and defirous to be
employed in difarming the difaffe@ed, and in de-
fending the country when the army fhould proceed
[in 1ts other neceflary operations, he anfwers,

Page



( 69 )
Page 53.] ¢ I never beard of the anxiety and-
¢ yeadinefs bere expreffed.” ‘
~ If the General never heard of the anxiety and’
readinefs here exprefled, it was becaufe he would
not. Itis a fact which 1 have mentioned before,
and will here again repeat, that upwards of fifty
gentlemen, of well-known principle and untainted
loyalty, fome of them from the difloyal county of
Monmouth, came into the lines of Trenton, with
defign to offer their fervices in the before-mentioned
meafures ; but the General was inacceflible; they
could not, after feveral days attendance, procure
an audience. Some of them returned home, cha-
-grined and difgufted, and others are now in New
York, taking refuge under. the protection of the
King’s forces. But if the General had really the
redultion of the rebellion at heart, why did he not
-{et up the King’s ftandard, and call on the Loyal-
ifts of that country to affift him in arms? Why
did he reft on his proclamation, with promifing
them protection, and then fuffering that promife to
be violated inthoufands of inftances ? Did he expeét
that the Loyalifts would impertinently offer their
affiftance to a General who weuld not deign to afk
it, and who fuffered his troops to plunder the in-
- habitants, to a degree more exceffive than ever was
- known, under a prudent General, in an enemy’s
country ? Did he believe, that, by fuch meafures,
he fhould attach even the well-difpofed to the caufe
he was engaged in? Did he imagine that it was
: ' poflible
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pofiible to execute his truft, in reducing-a country
5 extenfive, without making ufe of the well-ai-
“2ted force in it, and whil he was purfuing the
moft effectual meafures to turn that force againft
bimfelf 2 If he did, he a&ed upon principles con-
tradicted by common fenfe, and the practice of all
ether Generals who ever deferved the applaufe
and rewards of their country, o

In page 54, the General next attempts to prove
that the inhabitants of Philadelphia were not
< gmiyions 1o promote the King’s fervice, even

" & ggithout carrying arms.” - )

He tells us; that labourers were wanted, to con-
Bruct the redoubts at Philadelphia s and be applied (o
Mr. Galloway -to procure them. He . prefumes Mr.
Galloway exerted bimfelf 5 and yet, © with all his
“ affiduity, and. the means made ufe-of by the chief
< engineer,” the whole number that could be pre-
wailed on to affifp bim, amounted each day, upon an
@verage, to no more than between 7o and 8o.. .

This tranfadiion, like every other mentioned in
his Defence, is grofsly mifreprefented. Mr, Gal-
Joway was applied to, by the chief engineer, to
procure the labourers, Near one hundred were
immedtiately procured. The wages offered were
8 d. per diems, and a falt ration 5 ‘but for thefe the
men would not labour. The common wages in
tos city were from 5 s. 6d. to 6. fterling per diem.
Beel was fold at 25. 6d. 4 3s. per pound ; mutton
4t 2 5. 4 23 6d. cheefe at 35, and bread-at a-price

equally
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equally high. The men had families to féed.
The General was folicited to raife their wages, but
he obftinately and inhumanly refufed ; the men
deferted their work, and the ofticers declared they
. could not blame them. Very different was the
condu& of Lord Cornwallis, when he applied to
Mr, Galloway to repair the too long neglefted
dykes of the Province Ifland. Mr, Galloway re-
colle@ting the former condu& of the General, in-
formed his Lordfhip, that he could not undertake
the bufinefs, unlefs the men weie to recéive rea-
fonable wages; and that he fhould afk no more
than he had given for the like work in time of
peace, although'the price of labour was rifenynear]y
two-thirds more. His Eordfhip replied, the work
muft be done, and, without hefitation, affented
to the propofal. Near fifty men were immediately
procured, at a Spanith dollar per diem, a fale ra-
tion, and a pintof rumyj the latter, becaufe they
were obliged to work in water. The bufinefs was
done in fix days, much to his Lordfhip’s declared
fatisfaction; and then, and not till then, could
the chief engineer make any confiderable progrefs
in erefting the main- battery againft Mud 1fand
fort. , ' 7

- In pages 59, 60, the General endeavours to exzea
nuate the plunder, and other enormities committed by
the foldiery in America. He afferts, that ** there
- never was lefs plander, nor fewer encrmities, com-
“ mitted by.any army in the field  and intimates,

that
8
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that the newfpapers in America, like thofe of other
countries, are the vebicles of invention and calumny,
upon which thefe enormities are grounded.

I fincerely with, for the credit of human nature,
as well as for the General’s credit, ‘that this repre-
fentation were juft ; butall, and more than I have
faid in my Letters to a Nobleman, refpeting in-
difcriminate and exceflive plunder, is known to
thoufands within the Britifh lines, and to a number
of gentlemen now in England ; and in refpect to
the rapes, the faét alledged does not depend on -
the credit of newipapers. A {olemn enquiry was
made, and affidavits taken, by which it appears
that no lefs than twenty-three were committed in
one neighbourhood in New Jerfey ; fome of them
on married women, in the prefence of their help-
lefs hufbands 3 and others on daughters, while the
unhappy parents, with unavailing tears and cries,
could only deplore the favage brutality. Thefe
affidavits are on record in America; and printed
copies of them are now in London. Such were
the meafures purfued by the General, to reconcile
his Majefty’s deluded fubjects to his government,
and to encourage the Loyalifts to fupport the caufe
of their Sovereign !

In page 61, tbe General adduces the evidence of
Major-general Grey, to prove that the Chefapeak ex-
pedition occafioned < A POWERFUL DIVERSION IN
¢ FAVOUR OF THE NORTHERN ARMY.”

How
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How powerful this diverfion was, the world al.-
ready knows; it loft the very army it was intended
to fave, if it can be pofiible that fuch was the in-
tent. But I will more particularly confider the
force of the Major general’s evidence, in fupport
of the fa&t alledged by the Commander in Chief,:

< I think,” fays the Major gerneral, g ffronger
¢ diverfion could not bave been made, than that of
< drawing General Wafbington, and the whole Con-
< finental army, near 300 miles off >’

- From this mode of expreffion, the reader may
-poflibly apprehend that Wathington was drawn
300 miles more diftant from the Northern army.
But the Major general could not poflibly mean
this ; the fact being, that Wathington was only
drawn, except for a few days, from Quibble
Town to the Schuylkill, 50 miles more diftant;
and, to perform this truly ridiculous diverfion, he
carried his army, by fea, at leaft 700 miles, againft
trade-winds, and, as he confefles himfelf, through
a ¢ very difficult navigation ¥.”  The confe-
guences were forefeen by every man of common
refleCtion. The carrying the main Britith force at
fo great a diftance from the Northern colonies, in-
{pired the rebels with new hopes and {pirits, and
contributed greatly to increafe their numbers, under
Gates, againft the Northern army. It watted two
months of the campaign, deftroyed many, and

* See his Letter of the soth of Auguft, 1777,
L rendered
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rendered the remainder of the Britifh horfes totally
unfit for fervice ; and occafioned the deftruétion of
a number of veffels and ftores, which, ¢ it feems,”
could not be removed from the head of Elk *,
But to fhew the folly of this extraordinary ma-
nceuvre, I will candidly lay before the public a
true ftate of the Britith and rebel force at this con-
junéture, and their refpective pofitions, '
General Burgoyne was on his route from Ca-
nada to Albany, where Sir William Howe was
ordered to form a junction of the two armies.
Wathington was at Quibbletown, 200 miles
diftant from the place where the Northern army -
muft meet the enemy, and where it was takens
the General’s force was at New York, 40 miles
nearer, and in a manner between the Nofthem
army and Wafhington, :
Wathington’s army could not have paffed to
Albany by water; he had not fhipping nor craft ;
nor could it have marched by land in lefs than a
fortnight, and that only by one road, leading
through a gap of the mountaipn. General Howe
had an immenfe Aeet of men of war and tranfports,
fufficient to carry his whole force to Albany in
one week. ' ‘
Wathingron, when at Quibbletown, lay about
nine miles from Brunfwick, with his front on the
Rariton, which, at that time, and in that place,

* Sir William Iowe’s Letter, Oflober 10, 1777,
' was
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was not fordable, and his rear was acéefible with
eafe, General Howe, at the fame time at Brunf-
wick, inftead of marching to Hillfborough, on the
fouth fide of the Rariton, as if dreading his force,
might have paffed in a good road, on the north
fide, not more than 14 miles, and perfectly en-
compafled his enemy.

Wathington’s army was compofed of new raifed
and undifciplined troops, commanded by inexpe-
rienced officers 3 they were a corps which had been
defeated in every altion, ftrangers to vi¢tory, and
difpirited. Sir William Howe’s army were Bri-
tons and Germans, perfeétly difciplined, and com-
manded by brave and experienced officers, who
had carried viétory and conqueft with them where-
ever they had trod, whofe {pirit had been exalted
above the effets of fear by numerous and recent
fuccefles. ‘ :

Wafhington commanded, by Sir William
Howe’s own exaggerated account, only 10,000
men ; and, by his own returns, it appears he had
under his immediate command, at New York,
40,784 3 and when we look at his own diftribution
of the force neceflary for his garrifons, we find
7100 * fufficient for that purpofe; fo that 33,684
remained to be led againft his enemy. :

Upon this ftate of falls, it is natural to atk the
following queftions :

* Sir William Howe’s fecret Letter, of the 2d of April, 1777,
L2 Did
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Did Sir William Howe imagine that he wag
taking the neceflary meafures to fulfil his orders
to join the Northern army at Albany, by leading
his own army round Cape Charles, 250 miles more
diftant from Albany than he was at New York ?
~ Did he really imagine that leading Walhington,
already 200 miles from Saratoga, from Quibble-
town to the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, could
poflibly be a diverfion of the leaft importance to
the Northern army ? If Walhington had intended
to have co-operated with Gates againit the North.
ern army, could Sir William Howe think that he
thould prevent it by hiding his army in the ocean,
and by his circuitous route to the Chefapeak, going
600 miles from Saratoga, and leaving Wathing-
ton within 200 miles of it ? :

If the General really intended to prevent Walh.
ington from affifting Gates, why did he not take
a poft between them in New Jerfey, on the only
road and pafs through which Wathington could
arch ? , _

If he really intended to put an end to the rebel-
lion, by defeating the main army in the field, why.
did he not lead 25,000 men from Brunfwick, on
the north fide of the Rariton, and attack Warthing-
ton’s 10,000 men in his unfortified camp? Or, if
Wafhington had been fo fortified and firong as to
render an affault improper, why did he not, with
fuch a fuperior force, furround, and, by cutting
oghis fupplies, with which he was very feantily

fupplied, '
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fupplied, ftarve him? All thefe meafures were
pointed out by common{fenfe, The benefits which
would have accrued from them were obvious to all,
and of the greateft importance to the {uppreflion
of the rebellion ; while that which he purfued did
not afford the leaft profpeét of a fingle advantage
to the fervice, and befides was attended with an im-
menfe unnecefiary expence, was pregnant with nu-
merous difficulties, rifques, and dangers, and pro-
mifed the ruin of the campaxorn. ‘

Major-general Grey, 1n- his evidence, further
fays, < I do not think there was any owe oje?
« which would have tempted General Walhing-
¢ ton o rifque a general aétion fo much as the fear
¢« of lofing th= capital of Pennfylvania.”

This 1 believe to be true: but, whatdoes it avail
in the defence of the General’s conduét ? Wothing.
It contains a full condemnpation of his Chefapeak
expedition. For Wathington would have fought
- between Hiliborough and that city from the fame
motive. He engaged Sir William Howe’s army
at Brandywine for that reafon, and he would have
done it in New Jerfey. Why then did not Sir
William Howe, having his boats and ponioons
with him all prepared ac Brunfwick, pafs his army
from that place to the Delaware ? If Walhington
had come from his pretended ftrong poft to attack
the Bricith army, he muft have fought his enemy
upon equal, if not difadvantageous terms, as Sir
William Howe might have chofe his ground. If

’ B ' he
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he had remained in his camp; the city of Philadel-
phia, and all his magazines of military and other
ftores; muft have fallen without oppofition into the
General’s hands. :

To the queftion, * Was there any probability of
¢ bringing the war to a termination that campaign,
¢« without forcing General Wathington to a gene-
¢ ral engagementi” the Major-general anfwers,
¢ Certainly not.”

Here the General appears to be fenfible of the
great importance of bringing Wathington to a
battlee. Why then did he not take one rational
ftep to effect this purpofe ? Was it poffible that he
could imagine, that his taking poft on the fouth
fide of the Rariton would bring an inferior enemy
down from his advantageous poft, acrofs an un-
fordable river, to attack him? Why did he not
march up on the fame fide of the river on which
Wathington lay, and offer him battle? Wafh-
ington muft have fought in a little time, or ftarved
his ‘army. Or, why did he not make a feint by
pafling towards Philadelphia? This muft have
brought Wathington from his poft, or he muft have
given up the * capital of Pennfylvania,” for which
the - General himfelf believed he would fight.
Surely any of thefe meafures were preferable to the
unpromifing and unfortunate expedition round by
fea to the head of Elk.

It will not be thought a digreffion, fhould 1 here
give the reader a delcription of the great advan-

' tages
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tagés which a fuperior army muft have over an in-
ferior, in their operations in New Jerfey. 'The
province is bounded on the eaft and fouch by the
North River, New York Bay, and the Ocean; on
the weft, by the Bay and River Delaware; and
on the notth, it runs into the uninhabited moun-
tains, forming a peninfula to the fouth. The
waters inclbﬁng it on the eaft, fouth, and weft, are
not more than 5o miles diftant from each other,
and until the month of . June are never fordable 3
nor even then, except in the Delaware above Tren-
ton. And there are very few countries' to be
found, lefs difficult and better adapted for military
operations. What then is the cafe of an inferior
army in a country thus fituated, when a fuperior
force is properly led againft it? If it fhould march
to avoid its enemy fouthward, it runs into a {nare
from whence it cannot efcape. If it turns to the
north, it muft combat every difficulty which moun-
tains deftitute of provifions can afford 5 and if
he attempts either on the eaft or weft to efcape, he
may be attacked in the moment of croffing a con-
fiderable river. . And yet the General, by the in-
dolence of his movements, although he had his
truly contemptible enemy in this very count'ry,
{uffered him to crofs the Delaware with his heavy
baggage and artillery in 17765 and in June 1797
fhamefully retreated before him, . fuffering him
conftantly to harafs the Britifh rear from Brunf-
wick to Amboy. And what was yet more abfurd

n
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in military policy, he left this fcene of operations,
fo full. of advantages to himfelf, and mifchievous
to his enemy, in order to draw him into a field

more exten{ive, where none of them exifted. -
The Major-general further fays, <« With the
<« force Sir William Howe had under his com-
« mand, [ think, if General Wafhington had a
<t wifh, it was for him to have gone up the North
« River.” \ . u
This is only matter of opinion, and altogether
ill-founded. Wathington dreaded the army’s pafling
up the Worth River. He knew too well the diffi- ‘
culties he mult have to encounter in following it.
‘He knew the Britifh army would be tranfported
-with eafe, and in a fhort time, by water; and that
his own muft march over mountains, and through
ravines and flrong defiles ; and that he muft re-
ceive his provifions from the fouthern Colonies.
And he alfo knew, thatit would deprefs the {pirits
of the eaftern militia, prevent them in a good de-
gree from joining Gates, and infallibly fave the
northern army. Such being his fixed opinion;
when it was fugcefted to him that Sir William
Howe was gone 1o the Chefapeak, he would not
believe it, and contended that the meafure was too
abfurd to be poflible. Agreeably to this opinion he
atted. When Sir William Howe with the fleet
failed from the Hook fouthward, Wathington
moved his army from Quibbletown northward, in
order to be more conveniently fituated to follow
the
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the “ritith General up the North River, He be-
lieved the failing from the Hook to be a feint, and
expected each day that he fhould hear of the Ge-
neral’s return, and of his failing with his army
towards Albany. And as foon as he heard that
the Britifh fleet was at the Capes of Delaware, and
not before, he marched fouthward ; but upon re-
ceiving accounts that the fleet had again ftood out
to fea, ftill perfuaded that Sir Wiiliam Howe could
not aét fo contrary to reafon and obvious policy,
as to go up the Chefapeak to Philadelphia, and
that he would yet go to the northward, he returned
to his northern poft, which he did not leave
until it was perfetly afcertained that the Britifh
fleet was near the head of Elk. This condu& of
the rebel General agreed with his declared fenti-
ments, and proves the reverfe of the Major- general’s
opinion.

Page 62.7 ¢ My reafon for going by [ea fully
¢ fet forth in my Narrative, page 16.”

The only reafons afligned- by the General to his
Sovereign, in his letters, were the difficulties he
thould meet with in croffing the Delaware. To
thefe T have already replied. Since that letter, he
has difcovered a number of others, equally ill-
founded 3 and for thefe T am referred to the Nar-
rative. ,
Page 16.) ¢ To have attacked T/Vf/bz'nglon in
< that firong poft (Quibbletown), I muft mcq[arz[y
¢ bave made a confiderable circuit of the country.”

M The
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The utmoft diftance of this circuit would not
have exceeded fifteen miles, about fix miles further
than to Hilllborough.  Neither Quibbletown nor
Hill{borough is ten miles from Brunfwick ; fo that
this confiderable circuit of country might have been
performed in one.day. A circuit whmh will bear no
comparifon with the one he adopted in its flead,
and which he took by fea and land, to fight Wath-
ington_at Brandywine on ground equally {trong.
Page 16.] ¢ I did not think it advifeable to
“ Zofe Jo.much time as muft bave been employed in
¢ that march during the inlenfe beat of the feafon.”
" The time which would have been loft in that
" march could not have been more than ten hours ;—
the time walted in his Chefapeak circuit was three
months., : ,
Ibid.] . ¢ Exelufive of thisi confideration, our
“ return muft bave been through an  exbaufied
“ country, where there was no polfibility of keeping
“ up the communication with Brunfwick.”
~ Thereader, by this account, may be led to thmk
that anbletown is one hundred miles from
Brunfwick, when in faét it is but ten at moft ;—
and the communication might have been as eafily
kept up with Quibbletown, as with Hillfbo-
rough ;—and baﬁdcs, as Sir William- Howe had
only 11,000 men with him, he might have had as
many more to have {ccured the communication if
he had wanted them,
In myLetters I have afferted, that < in the
* mid{t of viclory the ardour of his troops was fup-

3’ s¢ prefled ;”
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¥ preﬁ"ed ” and the General fuppofes, page 62,
€ that the author alludes to his conduét near the
¢ lines of Brooklyn, and introduces the evidence
“ of Lord Cornwallis and Major-general ‘Grey
¢ to difprove it.” Here the General is miftaken.
I did not allude to his conduét at Brooklyn, but at
the Brandywine, Gothen, and at Germantown.
Men of the firft reputation for candour and inte-
grity at New York declare,. that this was alfo the
cafe at Brooklyn and the White Plains; but, as I
have not treated of the General’s condué at thofe
places, 1 fhall take no further notice of his
‘evidence.

In,‘theLctters, I have faid, ¢ that at Brunfwick,’
¢ Lord Cornwallis was upon the heels of the ene-
*¢ my ; the deftruction of a bridge over the Rari-
¢ ton faved them only for a few hours; their
¢ further fecurity was owing to the orders received
¢ by that nobleman to halt at Brunfwick.”

~To difprove thefe falts, he again, page 65,
refers to the teftimony of Earl Cornwallis. On
this teftimony I fhall make no remarks; but con-
tent myfelf wich only obferving, thatthe faéts I have
alledged are ratified not only by the univerfal re-
port of the country, but by the General’s own
Jetter of the 20th December 1776, written at the
time when the tranfaction happened, to give juft
information to his Sovereign, whom he ought not
to have deceived, and when the General did not
think of his Defence. And therefore I prefume,

M2 , the



{ 3 )
the Public will give full credlt toit.  The words
of the letter are:

« In the Jerfeys, upon the approach of the van
« of Lord Cornwallis’s corps to Brunfwick, by a
« forcéd march on the firft inftant, the enemy
“ went off moff Wwpimzf:{y to Prince Town; and
¢ had they not prevented the paffage of the Rari-
 ton, by breaking a part of Brunfwick bridge, /o
€ greal was the confufion among them, that their
< army muft inevitably have been cut to pieces.”

< My firft defign extending uno further than to get
< poffeffion of Eaft New Ferfey, Lorp CornwaLLis
“ HAD ORDERS NOT TO ADVANCE BEYOND Bruns-
“ WICK, WHICH OCCASIONED HIM TO DISCONTINUE
“¢ HIS PURSUIT.

Here every fat I have alledged, and which the
Gereral has denied,ftands fully confefled by himfelf;
and when'it is known that the Rariton is fordable at
Brunfwick at every recefs of the tide, no man can
doubt burt the fpirit and alivity of his Lordthip
would haveled him, had not his orders been--¢not to
¢ advance beyond Erunfwick,” to have purfued, an
enemy thus precipitately “ fying,” thus ready to be
¢ cut to pieces,” and having fo ¢ difficult” a river
to pafs as the Delaware,

The advantages which mufl have been derived
from continuing the purfuit were fo crirical, o
momentous, and obvious, that we cannot fuppole
that an Officer fo active and enterprifiry, and who
had purfued his ereay more than go miles, re-
cucing their numbers from 18,000 to 3,000 men,

would
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would have difcontinued his purfuit at the moment
that enemy had before him all the difficulties of
croffing a confiderable river,

Page 64.] Wafbington’s force at tbzs time (when
be was foZZowed to Trenton) confiffed of 6000 mem,
exclufive of Lee’s corps of 4000 5 General Wafbington
lof} no time in croffing bis artillery and beavy baggage
over the Delaware at Trenton, before we could move
from Brunfwick. He alfo croffed part of bis treops,
keeping @ corps on the eaft fide to obferve our motions.

This paragraph contains three miftakes ; one of
them, I truft, the General himfelf will confefs. He
here fays that Wathington’s force confifted of 6000
men. In his Narrative, page 8, he acknowledges
that force to be only 3000 when it attacked Co-
lonel Rhal at Trenton. He alfo afferts that Lee’s
corps confifted of 4coo men. In his letter * to
the Secretary of State, giving an account of Lee’s
«capture, which happened only a few days before,
he fays it confifted of 2000 men, Thefe con-
tradictions in his opinions, at the time he was
writing to the Secretary of State, and when he is
making his defence before the Public, the. reader
will be at no lofs to account for. However, the
truth is, that Wafhington, by his own returns
made on the day befere he croffed the Delawere,
had no more than 3300 ; and a number of thefe
deferted immediately atter. Lee’s corps did not

% See his Letter, dated Dec. zoth, 1776.
“ amount
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amount to 1500; and on his capture, many of
them deferted ; fo that when Wafhington made his
grear, and what many thought would be, his laft
effort to recover his defperate affairs, he could only
bring over againft Colonel Rhal 2800 men, or-
dering Cadwallader with his brigade of 500 men
to crofs the Delaware, and to artack Bordentown,
where only 8o Heflian grenadiers were left by
Colonel Donop. The ice in the Delaware prevented
this intended manceuvre. And yet Sir William
Howe fuffered Wathington with this army, then
the whole Continental force of America, to take
from him all Eaft and Welt Jerfey, except his
pofts on the Rariton, and that too at a time when
he confeffes in his Narrative, page 41, that his
< great fucceffes bad intimidated the leaders of the

< yebellion, and nearly induced a general fubmiffion”
Nor is it a fa&t, that « Walhington loft no time in

<« crofling his artillery over the Delaware at Tren-
¢ ton before we could move from Brunfwick.”
‘Wathington believed that the Britith General had no
defign of moving his army from Eaft to Weft New
Jerfey. Upon what Wafhington’s belief was found-
ed, I know not. But itis certain, that he acted as if
he was acquainted with the General’s firt intentions.
That he had,if we may credithis own letters to Con-
grefs now in Britain, copies of returas of the Britith
army, is a faft. Itis therefore highly probable, this
refolution might ‘nadvertently tranfpire through the
fame channel, Poffeffed with this belief, Wathing-
ton
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ton did not leave Princeton until the Britith van
was within three miles of it. Nor had he pre-
pared boats at Trenton to tranfport his army over
the Delaware. The fame boats which Lord Corn=
wallis fays; in his teftimony, ¢ he had hopes of
¢ finding at Coryel’s Ferry,” did not get down to
Trenton until late in. the fame night that the
Britith army flep# at Princeton. And there-
fore it ‘was, that Wathington did not begin to
tranfport his baggage and artillery over the De-
laware, until twelve o’clock that night ; and could
not get his baggage and troops over, until a few
minutes before the arrival of the Britith army %,
which had’ loitered. f{eventeen hours within
twelve miles- of Trenton. For this confidence of
Wathington in the indolence of the Britith Gene~
ral, his principal officers who were not in his fecret
councils blamed him. And it was upon this oc-
cafion that Weedea, a rebel General, wrote the
letter 1 have mentioned in page 48 of the Letters to
a Nobleman, declaring, ¢ that General Howe had
“ a mortgage on Wathington’s army for fome
¢ time, but had not yet foreclofed it.”

It is alfo a miftake, that Walbington ¢ croffed
¢ part of his troops over the Delaware, keeping &

* See Sir William Howe’s Letter, zoth Dec. 1776, T be
truth is, the laft rebel embarkation had not left the Jerfer fh-
whenthe Britith van appeared in fight. Anda Mr. Sameel &oiris,
one of the rebel officers, whofe fervant was taken, ne's n.s
efcape on horfeback, becaufe-he conld not reach the laft boat.

7 corps
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¢ corfps on the eaft fide to obferve our motions;”
no corps was crofled over until the morning of the
day on which the Britith army took up their quar-
ters at Trenton.

Page 66.]1 < The troops of the left column were
¢ wot in their cantonments in the evening of the march
““ to Princeton until dark, and thofe of the right

¢ column not till fome bours after dark.” .
How illufive is this! I have afferted that the

army arrived at Princeton at four o’clock in
the afterncon. This fact the General does not deny;
but to evade it, we are told, when the two columns
were fettled in their cantonments. How long it was
beforé the two columns were in their cantonments,
I know not; perhaps the fame indolence prevailed in
cantoning the army as in the other cperations.
Bat thar both the columns were Britifh troops, per-
feétly relieved from fatigue by their ftay at Brunft
wick, and zealous for action, and either of them
fuperior in numbers to the fAying and panic-ftruck
enemy, are truths that cannot be concealed or
evaded. And therefore it 1s evident, that they-
eafily might have overtaken, in the courfe of feven-
teen hours, the enemy,who were within twelve miles
of their quarters, and that in the very a& of crofl~
ing the Delaware ; that river, of which the diffi-
culties in crofling have been fo magnified to ferve
another purpofe.

Page 67.) The caufe of not marching earlier the

Jollowing day was, that the encmy bad broke down the
bridge -
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bridge awwhich conld not be fooner repaired, and rendered
Bt for the paflage of artillery.

This bridge was over a creek which an’ Englith
hunter would leap with eale. It was withinamile
of the Britith head-quarters, its banks floping te
the water’s edge with the gentleft declivity, and
fordable at the high-road, and in twenty other places
within half a mile of it. The bridge itfelf, which
was only ufed occafionally by the inhabitants on
heavy falls of rain, might have been repaired in
oone hour, and at four o’clock in the morning as
well as ten o’clock in the day—there was nothing to
prevent it. There are people now in London per-
feltly acquainted with this formidable bridge and
creek. : ‘ '

16id.]  To account for his not crofing the Dela-
ware after bis veduced and panic-firuck enemy, at a
time when be had brought the country mearly to a
« general fubmiffion,”’ be again refers 1o Lord Corn-
awallis’s evidence, who tells us, < as the Delaware was
< not fordable, and we could get no boats, it was cer-
“ taindy imprailicable”’

That the Delaware could not have been pafled
at this time withour boats or rafts, is true. But
the Geoeral muft tell us in his rejoinder, why he
did not conftruét rafts or pontoons, which might
have been done in a few days with the materials in
Trenton *. Thisis a‘qu.efvtion to which the Public

* See Mr, Galloway’s Examination, p. 42.

N .has
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has’aright, and will expeé‘ a fatisfaltory, and not
an evalive an{wer; efpecially asthe croffing theg
Delaware atr'this time was moft critical and ma-
mentous, and muft have puc an immediate end to
the rebellion, V ‘

At this time, the models of Government in the
rebel States were fcarcely formed, and their au-
thority by no means eftablithed. - Every membe
of the rebel State of New Jerfey had fled out of
the province; and the Congrefs themfelves, with
the utmoft precipitation, had alfo fled from Penn.
fylvania into Maryland. A univerfal panic, with
a defire of immediate fubmiflion, then prevailed
throughout all North America, Walhington’s
army was reduced to 3000 men. The city of Phi-
ladelphia was diftant no more than'two days eafy
march; it was intirely defencelefs; 3000 Britith
might have been fpared to have taken immediate
pofleflion of it; while the other, and by far greater
part of the Britith army, might have been emy
ployed in the final deftruclion of the rebel force
and magazines. The Britith fleet, or fuch a part
of it as might be thought neceflary, with trant-
* ports loaded with ftores and provifions for the
army, might have failed round in one week, and,
without a fingle obfiru€tion *, have pafled up to
Philadelphia, which every cucumﬂance demon-

* At this time Mud Ifland fort was not bailt, the chevaux-
de-frize and chain were not made, -nor were theu- fire~rafts oy
water-guagd in any kind of force,

_ﬁratcg}
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Aftrated to be the moft comfortable and moft pros
per quarters for the army. in winter. Had this mea-
fure, which plain common fenfe fo evxdently dic~
tated, been purfued, the reader will determine,
whether that country, which the General has in-
cautioufly confeffed, was, by the previous fuccefles
of the Britith arms, brought  nearly to a general
¢ fubmiflion,” would not have ended the rebellion,
preferved the Northern army, prevented a war
with France and Spain, faved the millions which
have been expended, and preferved the nation
from thofe imminent dangers and diftreffcs which
lately threatened the Independence of the Britith
nation.

Page 68.] The General again adduces the tefti-
mony of Lord Cornwallis and Sir George Ofborne, to
vindicate bzs condus in beving taken Trenton into the
chain of cantonments, and for pofting the Heffian
troops, with the 42d regiment, there and at Borden-
town, under the command of Colonel Danop
~ Here he attempts to evade the force of the
charge againft him. I have not cenfured his con-
dud for <« takmc Trenton into his chain of can-
«« gonments.” Seeing he would net crofs the De-
laware, this was a prudent and neceffary meafure.
Tt was neceffary to cover New Jerfey, which he
had then conquered, and might have been fecured,
had he taken one proper ftep for that purpofe.
There is not, therefore, a fentiment in the Letters
that can bear this meanmg I have only blamed

"N 2 : him,
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him, 1md, for giving the command of his frontier
cantonments to foreigners, who did not under-
ftand: the language or'policy of the country; and
2ds; and principally, for leaving the weakeft com-
mand, or feweft number of men, next to the main
force of the enemy, and the ftrongeft and greateft
eommand where there was no enemy to fear.

The reader will here permit me to refer him to
a pemfal of Lord Cornwallis’s evidence, where he
will find, that no fact, which his Lo*dﬂnp afferts,
tends to contradict any of the charges in this para-
graph; all that he fays, relates to the covering of
Trenton, which certainly was judicious and ne-
ceflary, But had his Lordfhip been confulted on
the quantum of force which ought to have been
left at Trenton, or ‘upon the expedience or pro-
priety of placing foreigners in the frontier pofts, I
am coufident he would have advifed againtt either
of thofe meafures ; and had he been afked by the
General, whether the greateft or weakeft force
ought to have been placed in the frontier canton-
ments, he would, without any hefitation, have
advifed the greateft.

Page 69] Sir George Ofborne, whofe evidence
I bave mentioned, tells us, that, after the misfor-
tune of Trenton, Colonel Donop acquainted bim, that
if Colonel Rbal bad executed the orders be bad deli-
vered him from Sir W.lliam Howe, which were, to
ered? redoubts at the poft of Trenton, that his opinion
was, it would have been impoffible to bave forced

Rbal’s
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Rbul’s brigade, before be could come 10 bis af ﬁaﬂce
Jfrom Bordentown.

If this was the declaration of Co‘onel‘Donop,
as we muft fuppofe, mafmuch as'a gentleman of
Sir George Ofborne’s eftablifhed credit has de-
clared it, it can only convince us, when the real
falts are known, of the impropriety and ill:policy
of placing Heffian commanders in ‘the advanced
and moft -dangerous poft, with a’ command fo
weak, to oppofe the whole force of the enemy.
The truth-is, that Colonel Donop, when Tren-
ton was -affaulted and taken, was drawn down to
Mount Holly, twelve miles diftant from: Borden-
town, andeighteen from Trenton, with his'whole
corps, except 80 grenadiers, contrary to the in-
formation and-advice received from Mr. Galloway. |,
This gentleman told him,- that the enemy’s force
at Mount Holly, which he fuppofed, from the
information he had received from a number of the
difaffe&ted, who had grofsly impofed on him, to be
3000 men, were no more than 450, menand boys,
prevailed on to make a fhow, and to draw him
from his poft, while Trenton was attacked. This
information the Colonel difregarded ; the confe-
quence of which was, that Colonel Donep was not
at Bordentown, from wkhence he could fupport
Colonel Rhal; and therefore Colonel Donop told
Sir George what was not a fa&, to apolognfe for
his own unmilitary eonduct,

6 But
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But if the Colonel had received orders t6 direét
Colonel Rhal to forufy Trenton, one would ima-
gine the General had taken the fame precaution i
refpect to Bordentown. And yet we know that
Colonel Donop acted the fame indifcreet and une
military part with Colonel Rhal, and indeed
worfe ; for he left his poft, although equally ex-
pofed to the enemy, who had boats to crofs their
whole force over, to the affault of either poft, then
unfortified. Wathington was not unmindful of
thefe military blunders, and therefore fent his con-
temptible body of new raifed militia, moft of them
boys, to draw Colonel Donop from his poft, while
he fhould attack it, as well as Trenton; and no-
thing faved Bordentown, at the time Trenton was
taken, but the ice in the Delaware, which pre-
vented a corps of 500 men, under Cadwallader,
* from paffing that river.

Had Colonels Donop and Rhal recewed orders
from the General to fortify their refpetive pofts, is
it credible that officers of their rank and experience
would have prefumed to difobey them ? I fhould
think not, when their own fafety and honour de-
pended on their obedience. If Colonel Donop
had received fuch orders, it was his duty to have
feen them executed; if he did not, why did not
the General call him to anfwer for {o great a breach
of dutry ? Why did he afterwards intruft a man,
who had tranfgreffed the militgry law in a point fo

“important,
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important, and:which had brought difgrace and
ruin on the Britith fervice, with the important
command againft Red Bank ?. But there are other
queftions, to which we may call on the General
for explicit anfwers. - Were the .orders to Colonel
Donop in writing, or not? If they were in writing,
why are they not, produced ? If they were not, they
certainly ought to have -been, in a matter of fo
much confequence. But further. Why did not the
General fee that thofe redoubts were built, before
he withdrew his force from Trenton ? If they were
neceflary at all, they were immediately neceflary.
The affaults upon Trenton might have been made
the next day after the enemy had left it, as well as
the eleventh. The General, with his whole army,
remained on the fpot, from the 8th to the 14th of
December *; and in half of that time the redoubts
at both pofts might have been completed, and the
fubfequent difgraces and misfortunes, to the Bri-
tith fervice, prevented. The General, therefore,
mnit yet find a better apology for thofe two blun-
ders; of leaving his frontier pofts, which were
the moft expofed, and in fight of the whole force
of the enemy, in a ftate altogether defencelefs,
.and with “the {malleft number of troops of any
of his cantonments 5 blunders that would difg'race
the weakeft officer in his army.

* See his Letter to Lord Gedr ge Germain, of the zoth of
December, 1776,

Ibid.]
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ibid.]  Wapbington, after Lee's corp_r jozned Zum,
bad never lefs than 8000 men. ‘

General Lee was taken, on the r2th of De-
cember, by Colonel Harcourt, at the head of his
corps, near Trenton, on their way to join Wafh-
ington. A few days after the fcattered remains of
that corps, not confifting of 700 men, joined
Wathington, who, reinforced by that corps,
attacked Trenton ; and the General confefles, in
his Narrative, page 8, when he intends to throw
the blame on Colonel Rhal, for fuffering Trenton
to be taken, that ¢ he was ¢credibly informed, that -
“¢¢ the numbers of the enemy did not exceed 30003
but in his Obfervations, when he has another pur-
pofe in view, he afferts, that Wathington had
never lefs than 8ooo men, after the jun&ion of
Lee’s corps.  The General did not recolle&, at
the time he made ufe of this argument, that it
proves too much for his own reputation 3 and that,
if it vindicates it in one cafe, it more ftrongly con-
demns it in another. For if Wathington’s force
§¢ was not lefs than 8000™ men, when he left Tren-
gon with only 1200, under Colonel Rhal, in a
ftate entirely unfortified, to oppofe that 8000, did
his military krowledge lead him to believe that
the poft of Trenton was fafe? Did it jufhify his
not feeing that poft in a ftate of defence, at leaft
for one day, betore he left it before he drew the
main Britith army from it ? I wifth fome reflec-

tions, yet more to the General’s difadvantage than
thofe
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thofe 1 have yet enumerated, may not obtrude
themfelves upon the mind of the candid enquirer
into his conduét, If there were 8ooo men within
fight of thedefencelefs poft of Trenton, did General
Howe intend to_facrifice that poft to the wicked
defigns of a fation, combined againft the honour
of his Sovereign, and the happinefs of his coun-
try ? Or fhall we impute it to his.ignorance in mi-
litary fervice ?

_ Bur yet even this excufe his friend MaJor—ge-
ne,ral Grey will not fuffer us to admit. He de«
clares, page 66, that the * divifion of the army,
« before the battle of Brandywine, was a maferly
« movement, deceived the ememy, and brought on
¢ an aétion with almoft certainty of fuccefs;” we
cannot, therefore, impute fo grofs a blunder to
ignorance. The reader will afcribe it to anether
caufe. , h

1 have afferted, in page 61 of my Letters, that
Wa{hmgton was encamped at Quibbletown, about
nine miles from Brunfwick, wich fewer than 6000
undifciplined and badly appointed troops, which,
with a corps of 2000 men, under General Sulli:
van at Prince Town, compofed his whole force.
To this the General anfwers,

Ibid.] From the intelligence 1 then had, and
which I bave not fince bad reafon to doubt, Wafbing-
ton bad not lefs than 10,000 men in bis camp, ou the
bill above Quibbletown. i

The General fhews no want of ingenuity in
ftating his own numbers, and thofe of his enemy.

O In
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In treating of the former, he gives us only his efs
fe@ive rank and file, exclufive of officers, an
important part of his for¢ce; but in fpeaking of
the rebel army, he.always extends his ideas to its
whole force. This is artful, and ingenioufly
adapted to miflead men unacquainted with fuch
calculation. However, allowing him what he con-
tends for, and fuppofing that he had “ 11,000
¢ fighting men,” and Wafhington 10,000, yet
the forther were veteran troops, inured to victory,
and eager for altion; and the latter were new
raifed and undifciplined, and at leaft one-half
militia *, Was he afraid of attacking Wathington
with fuch men? If he was, why did he not add to
their numbers 11,000 more? His own returns
will prove, that the numbers then under his im-
mediate command, were not lefs than 35,000, -

Page 70.] His (Wafbington’s) camp was to the
Jull as inacceffible in the rear asin the front, and an.
attack upon bis right. flank (from every account I
could get) would bave been fiill more hazardous,

The furveyor of the county, who knew the
fpot on which Wathington was encamped, was at
New York when the General proceeded to Hillfbo-
rough; he was attending on the army to render
his fervices. He had drawn a chart of the roads
round VVafhington’s camp; and he communicated

* 1t will occur to the Readm, that Lord Cornwallis, - with

lefs than 20c0 veteran troops, has lately defeated, and totally
routed, 7000,

his
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his  ideas to General Skinner, who had conftant
accefs to the General: He was ordered to hold
himfelf in readinefs to attend the army in Jerfey ;
but he was’ left at New York, without any notice
of its movement to Hill{borough. Of tliefe faéts,
whenever called upon, he will make folemn affida-
vit 3 and further, that Wathington’s camp was ac-
ceflible both in the rear and on the rght ﬂank,
on higher-and more commanding ground. -
bed] sz/bzngton was cermmly induced to be-
lieve that my intention was to attack bim.; and-bad be
not been - perfeltly: [atisfied wzz‘b the - firength- of ‘bis
poft, bewould not have remained fo long inits
It was impoflible that Wathington could con-
ceive, from the movement of the Britith army, that
the General intended to dttack him. It did not in
the leaftindicate fuch defign, but manifeftly the re-
verfe ; indeed; it rather difcovered a fear in the Ge-
neral, of an attack from the rebel army. Could
Wathington, ‘when General Howe, withall the ap-
pearance of caution and fear, in his whole march
from Brunfwick to Hillfborough, and during his
ftay at that poft, kept the Rariton, an unfordable
river, between him and the poft of his enemy, a
fituation from which he could neither attack nor
be-attacked, poflibly believe he intended to attack
him? It was this unmilitary condu& which en-
couraged Wathington to remain in his camp, be-
caufe he knew he was fafe while Sir William Howe
remained thus pofted.. Had the General withed
) (O ta
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to have induced Wathington to believe he iaténded
to bring on an ation, there was one obvious and
infallible mode of doing it. A march of five or
fix miles would have carried the army to Wath-
ington’s right flank or rear, It would then have
been pofted between Wathington and all his re-
fources ; it would have cut him off from his ma-
gazines of provifion, his military ftores, and his
boats, then lying fome within {eventeen, and all
within thirty miles of the Britith poft. In this
cafe, Walhington muft have deferted his camp, os
ftarved; and if he had moved, the General might
have attacked, or purfued him to his boats, to
which the Britith army would have been many
miles néarer than Wathington, as he muft have
1aken a confiderable circuit to have reached them,
and to have avoided an adtion, fuppofing it to
have been praticable. But inftead of this ma-
neeuvre, the General did not move his army to-
wards the Delaware, far enough to induce a be-
lief that he intended either to crofs it, to get in
the enemy’s rear, or to cut him off from his fup-
plies,

EFrom page 71 t0 96, the General bas mtradwed
the teftimany of Sir Andrew Sunape Hammond, to apo-
logize for uot going up the Delaware, when be ars .
rived with bis fleet at the Capes of that Bay. )
It would be a tedious tafk, and litile entertain-
ing to the reader, fhould I travel through all the
miftakes contained in this teftimony; . refpecting

theg
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the numerous « fhoals, and rapidity of the tides™
in the Delaware; the force of Wathington at
Willmington ; the narrownefs of the channel at
Newcaftle; the difficulties of landing the troops,
and the great firength of the rebel water-guard.

I will, therefore, content myfelf, becaufe I truft
the reader will be fatisfied, with a few brief and ge-
neral obfervations on the whole. The fboals are
to be feen in Fifher’s chart of the Delaware, The
#ide does not run two miles and an half in an hour,
As to the marrownefs of the channel at Newcaftle,
every fkilful mariner, who has failed up the Be-
laware, knows, that from the Pea-patch below, to
Marcus Hook above, that town, a diftance of 20
miles, it is at leaft two miles in width, The ftrength
of Wathington, at Willmington, was perfectly vi- -
fionary ; becaufe it is known he was not at that time
in Pennfylvania : And there are a number of gen-
tlemen, now in London, who can prove that the fort
at Mud Ifland was in an unfinithed and defencelefs
ftate, and pofiefled by 130 militia only; that the
water guard was unprepared and unmanned, and
the chain not finifhed ; and that there are a vari-
ety of places between the Bite of Newcaftle and
Marcus Hook, perfeé@ly adapted to the landing
of an army with the utmofi eafe. Of this, Sir
Andrew, in his crofs examination, notwithftand-
ing all the imaginary difficulties he had before
enumerated, makes a full confeffion; for, in page
87, he candidly declares, that he < never pre-
s¢ tended to deny the practicability of landing an

- 5 “ army
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“ army in the Delaware.” But, to put this mat-
ter beyond difpute, T need only remind the Pub-
lic, that the fume fleet which Sir Willlam Howe
has endeavoured to perfuade us would be in
danger from the difficulties in the navigation, and
the rebel force, by his own orders, fhortly after,
when Wafhington had pofleffion of the country on
both fides, did fail up the fame river aninjured and
unmolefted, and in lefs than half the time it had
taken to fail up the Chefapeak, and Walhington’s
troops were in pofleffion of both banks of the river,
when the water-guard was prepared and in com-
plete force,

Pages 104 and 105 are partly employed inan ate
tempt to prove there was no time loff in fopping the
banks of Province Ifland, to enable the workmen to
ered the batteries againft Mud fland.

, Yo fupport the charge of neglect, T fhall apply
to the General’s own declarations ; by which it
will appear, that the city of Philadelphia was in
the General's poffeflion on the 26th of Septem-
ber ¥, and that the batteries were opened aoam[’c

Mud Ifland on the 15th of November, exa&ly
seven weeks after . What were the carpenters
and working parties employed in during this time ?
We are told they were repairing the dykes, and
ftopping out the tides. If the engineér employed
them in that labour, when he had hbert] to pro-

* See Sir William Howe’s Letter to Lord George Gexmam,
of :he toth of O&ober, 1777,

+ See Oblervations, p. tos

cure
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cure artifts, he was very abfurd, This bufinefs is
a particular art, and to be performed only by ex-
perienced men. Their wages are from 7s. 6d.
10 1083, per diem, while the wages of an upland
ditcher is only 2 s.; and I have known a mafter
artift fent for from Virginia, and paid 150 /. per an-
sum falary., Hence it was that the carpenters and
working parties, if they were employed in repair-
ing the dykes, laboured in vain, in a bufinefs that
they knew. nothing about; but the truth is, they
were as fruitlefsly employed in mud and water, to
erect the batteries. This occafioned the applica-
tion to Mr. Galloway, by Lord Cornwallis, who, -
as is before mentioned, had them repaired in. fix
days. The number of men employed by him,
were upwards of forty,

An attempt is made, in page 106, to v1nd1cate
the General’s condué, in not attacking the rebel
army at White Marth. < 1 bad, fays he, 1he befs
< intelligence tbat the enemy’s poft was not afjailable
< in the rear.”’

The guides who attended the General in thls
truly ridiculous expedition, and who lived from
their infancy. on the {pot, and many others, will
prove, on oath, that the ground in Wathington’s
rear commanded his camp ; and it is not lefs true,
that he was prepared, at a moment’s notice, of
the General’s movement towards his rear, for.
flight. His heavy baggage was fent off toward
Skippack, and his light was in readinefs for a pre-

cipitate
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tipitate movement. Men of undoubted reputas
tion, within his lines at the tune, have confirmed
thefe facts.

But the General here again cal]s to his aid the
teftimony of Major-general Grey, who fays, ¢ I
¢ think an attack on the enemy, fo very ftrongly
¢ fitwated as they were at White Marlh, would
¢ have been highly imprudent.” Did the Major-
general ever reconnoitre the rear of Wafhington’s
camp ? Was he ever on, or near that ground?
He does not affert it; and the truth is, he never
was. May he not then have been miftaken in his
opinion? He in the next page as pofitively afferts,
that the war was carried on, * in the ftrongeft
€ country in the world, with almoft an unani-
< mous people to defend it ;” and in both of thefe
opinions, there are now but few men who do not
know that he is grofsly miltaken,

i have faid, that the General ¢ fupmely fuf-
“ fered himfelf to be furprifed at Germantown.”
To difprove this charge, we are referred to Sir
George Ofborne’s teftimony ; and, when we can-
didly examine what he has faid on the fubje&, we
find it rather fupports than difproves it. All
that Sir George has faid in favour of the Ge-
neral, is, that he ordered him to move in front of
the line of infantry ; and told him, he « mlcrht
“ expect the enemy at day-break.”

This
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This .only proves, that the General had fome
fufpicions of the enemy’s defign ; but not that he
had, in confequence of that fufpicion, given the
neceflary orders to the army, to prepare them for
recelying the enemy, and to prevent a furprife.
If he really believed he fhould be attacked, he is
yet more culpable than I had imagined ; for it is
‘evident, from the teftimony of his own witnefs,
that no fuch orders were given. Four different
queftions were put'to Sir George, in order to draw
from him his opinion on the furprife of the army
21l of which he declined to anfwer. If he did believe
the army was not {urprifed, would not his honour,
and the juftice due to the General, have induced
kim to have declared his opinion ? And, as he de-
clined it, is there not what amounts to the ftrongeft
prefumption, that he could not deny it thhout
violating his hongur and the truth? But if the
General really gave the neceflary orders to the fe-
veral officers of his army to prevent a furprife, -all
his Aides de Camp, and his Secretary, were in
London during the examination of his witnefles
before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons,
why then did he not prove fuch orders by them ?
His honour, his military charaéter demanded it;
and yetwe find he has prydently avmded to e\camme
them on the {ubject.

In the Letters to a Nobleman, page 86 16 89,
I have faithfully defcribed the diftrefled fitvation
of the rebel army at the Valley Forge, and charged

P the
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the General with a high breach of his duty to hig

Sovereign, in notattacking or befieging it, and by
that means faving his country from all its {ubfe-
quent misfortunes. As this is a high charge, the
Public will- excufe me if I~ repeat | it at large, and
‘then confider his anfwer.
¢« Here” (at the Vallcy Forge) « Wafhington
lay all the winter and fpring, encountering dif-
¢ ficulties which language can {carcely defcnbe
¢ His army - labourmc under bad appomtmentc‘?
« almoft in every lefpeé’t his troops in a manner
¢ naked, in the moft inclement feafon of the year,
« having no falt provifions, and litcle falt to eat
«¢ with their freth ; often on fhort allowance in re-
¢ {pec to both 3 rapidly wafting by ficknefs, that
« raged with extreme mortality in all his different
s¢ hofpitals, and without any of the capital medi-
“ cines to relieve them.. His army was likewife
« diminifhed by conftant defertions, in companies
¢« from ten to fifty at a time; hence in thred'
- < months his number was reduced to lefs thanr

“ 4000 men, who could not, with propriety, bc
« called effectives.

+ <« Walhington’s army continued’ in this weak
« and dangerous ftate from December till May ;
¢ while the Britith troops, whio had the beft ap-
e povntments, and were in high health and fpirits,
¢ fay in Philadelphia, in a great meafure ina&ive,
“ fuffering the rebels to diftrefs the loyal inhabit-
“ ants on every fide of the Britifh lines, to deftroy

¢ their

-~
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t their mills, feize their grain, their horfes, their
« cattle; imprifon, whip, brand; and kill the
¢ unhappy people, who; devoted to the caufe of
« their Sovereign, at every rifque, were daily fup-
¢ plying the atmy, navy, and loyal inhabitants
* within the lines, with every neceflary and luxury
¢ that the country afforded.”

To the charge thus made, with {o many circum-
ftances precifely defined, the General, as upon many
otheroccafions, contents himfelf with making only a
genefal anfwer. "He does not prefume to deny
one of the fats I have afferted ; he does not.deny
the' defeription I have given of the weaknefs of the
enemy’s camp; and of its lines and redoubts ; of
its numbers of men; of its truly diftrefled flate,
arifing from the want of comfortable lodgings, of
provifions, and of clothing ; or of the conftant de-
fertions; and extreme mortality raging among his
troops. All thefe facts he gently glides over in
filence, and artfully refts his-defence on the fols
lowing naked affertion : That

Puage 106.] ¢ The Authot’s plan of befieging
¢ the enemy at the Valley Forge; is in the highelt
¢« degree abfurd. Had I made a divifion of the
¢ troops in the manner he propofes; 1 fhould have
s expofed them to be beaten in detail.”

Surely this cannot be deemed a fatisfactory an-
fwer to thofe numerous fa&s, {hould I fay nothing
in reply; however, fatigued as I am with the dif-
agreeable tafk of refuting fo many pofitive gﬁ"er—

P2 tions,
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tions, and, fuch numerous milreprefentations, I
cannot pafs it over in filence. On my reader’s ac~
count, as well as my own, I will be brief. = The
reader will fe¢, in the Appendix, a genuine letter
from a Committee of Congrefs, appointed to ex-
amine into the caufes of the diftrefled ftate of
Wathington’s army, and fitting at the Valley
Forge at the time I have mentioned. Itis figned
Francis Dana, one of the Committee, in behalf of
the reft, dire@ed to the Prefident of the Congrefs,
and indorfed in the hand-writing of Mr. Laurens,
the then Prefident, from whofe trunk, among
other interefting papers, 1t was taken; the au-
thenticity therefore cannot be difputed.. From
this letter, it will appear that 1 have been modeft
in my defcription of the diftrefles of Wathington’s
army ; I truft I have been fo in every other piece
of information, which 1 have, from the beft of
motives, given my country; and I cannot help
acknowledging, that I efteem it a fortunate event,
that I am thus juftified in a particular which car-
ried with it a greater degree of improbability than
any other that | have communicated to the public.

Having perufed this letter, the reader will re-
colle&, that the General had under his immediate
command near 20,000 veteran troops'; that his
enemy had not 3ooo men, who could with pro-
priety be called effettives; that thefe were in a
manper deftitute of almoft every neceflary ; and
that he had not horfes to earry off his cannon and

, : military
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military ftores. What, then, could prevent the Ge-
neral from marching out with 5000 men, and at-
tacking thisenfeebled, fickly, and naked enemy, thus
deftitute of provifions ! Was he afraid that 5000
veteran Britons would be beaten ¢ in detail” by fuck
an enemy? Why, then, did he not take his wholearmy
(as there was at that time no other body of men
in arms on the whole continent of America), and
attack, or furround, and ftarve-him into a {urren-
der, agreeably to the plan I have mentioned in the
Letters * ? Could any thing be more pratticable ?
Did not every fenfe of military duty, the recent
lofs of the Northern army, and the critical ftate of
affairs at that time in Europe, all urgently prefs
him to take this meafure ? Had this been done,
the honour of his country, fthamefully loft at Sa-
ratoga, would have been regained; all the valu-
able artillery, and military ftores of the continent,
would have fallen into his hands. The Congrefs,
feeing their whole force taken or difperfed, muft
have defponded of further oppofition ; all America
muft have fubmitted ; and the Court of France
muft have feen the folly of its new alliance, and
receded from it ; and thus the General might have
faved his country from all its prefent dlﬂnculnes,
embarraffiments, and diftrefles.

* See Letters to a Nobleman, p. 8g, and the chart, fhow-
ing the polition of the rebel army, and of the pofts propofed to
be taken by the Britith,

If
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1f there was not a want of inclination, why wag
not this done ? The General cannot plead want of
perfect knowledge of the defpondency and weak
ftate of his enemy. 1f he wanted charts of Wafh-
ington’s quarters, and his redoubts and defences;
{feveral of them were brouglit in to him by men of
credit; who took them on the fpor. If he wanted
intelligence of the ftate, pofition; or movements of
the army; he received it conftantly from officers;
and other perfons confidential in every department
of the enemy’s army 5 befides his conftant intellis
gence from deferters, fpxes, and the people of the
country, daily coming into his lines. In fhort,
there was no movement, of other material circum-
ftance that happened; but what the General was
foon ‘acquainted with. The ftate and condition of
the rebel army was as much before him ‘as before
‘Wathington himfelf, -

It has been problematical with many, what mo=
tives could lead an officer, whofe reputation ftood
hxgh in the opinion of his Sovereign and countryy
into all this mifcondu&. The humane and cha-
ritable impute it to hisreal ignorance in his own
profefion. But thefe men have taken only a {u-
perficial view of the General’s altions.” His plans
of the battle of Long [fland and Brandywine, are
irrefiftible proofs that, when he intended to gain
an -advantage over his enemy, or even to cut off
his retreat, he poffeffed military judgment fuffici-

6 - ens
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ent to infure it. Atboth of thefe places, he knew,
that if he had been defeated he muft have loft his -
army. Had his troops been routed at Long Ifland,
he could not have efcaped in boats to his: fhips,
. when purfued by a viorious enemy. Thus cir-
cumftanced, his military abilities were exerted ;
nor would his manceuvres have difgraced a gene-
ral of the firft abilities ; he turned his-enemy’s left-
flank, unfufpetted, by a circvitous route, and
kllled and took prifoners one-third of his army. -
At Brandywine, when he thought his. fleet had
left him,- and he had no fafety but in_viétory, his
meafures were equally judicious; he. fuddenly,
and unperceived, hemmed in the whole rebel army
between his two columns and impaflable waters..
In fhort, he was never defeated, nor compelled ta.
retreat ; and always fucceeded in every attack
he thought proper to make, as far as he chofe
to fucceed knowledge, therefore, could not
be wanting, whenever inclination called it intQa
action,

" There are others, and but few, who imagine.
that the war was procraﬂmated from lucrative
views. But from this charge I readily acquit the
General, HIS difpofition is liberal; and- his par- -
ticular fr 1ends acknowledge, that the love of mo-
ney is the leaft of all his paffions; and therefore,
although he fuffered’ his favourites, while he was
profufely walting the wealth of the nation by Ais
inaction and exiravagant demands, to colle¢t much

of
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of it into their own coffers,  yet little of it found
its way into that of the General, '

There are others, who, having carefu]ly examin-
ed the condus? of the General in America, and com-
pared it with the proceedings of a wicked fattion in
Britain, are convinced that the defign of both was
z‘befame ; and that the General, inftead of accept-
ing the command with an intention to execute the
truft repofed in him by his Sovereign and his coun-
try, accepted it 2y the advice, and with defign to
facilitate the wicked purpofes, of his con-
federates in Britain. I fincerely wifh there were
no gfound for fuch a conclufion,  But there are
circumftances. fo ftrong, and a&ions which {peak
1o loudly in fupport of it, that, when examined, they
will amount to pofitive proof. Indeed, it is im-
poflible to'trace his condu&, by’ fair and Juf’c ary
guments, from any other motive,”
~ A private letter from Mr. Samuel Kirk, of Nots
tingham, one of the General’s conftituents and
colleagues in faltion, with his anfwer, is before
the Public %, 'Mr. Kirk charges him with a breach,
of promife, in accepting of the command of the
forces about to be fent to America for fuppreﬂﬂg :
the rebelion ; tells him of the < confufion it had
‘¢ made among his friends;” gives his reafons
agam& it; and concludcfs thh faymg, * Idonot -

* See the detail and ‘condut of the American war, and the
APpendxx o tl'us Rep e
¢ wifh
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< with you may fall, as many do, but T cannot fay
T wifb fuccefs to the undertaking” To this con-
fidenitial and truly fedivious letter, the General re-
turns an anfwer as confidential. He tells Mr. Kirk,
that ¢ he had flattered himfelf he had removed all
s thofe prejudices he had entertained again{t-him;”
< that he had been bighly complimented,” upon his
accepting the'command, by thofe who are ¢ gverfe
< fo the meafures of Adminifivation,” and * intrears
“ him in pagticular 2o fufpend bis judgment, until
¢ the ewent fhould prove him anworthy of his fup-
«“ port.” ‘

Thefe letters, which were not intended for the
public eye, furely furnith us with a clue ro the
dark and heinous confpiracy of the Faétion, with
which the General was connefted. From them it
appears, that, before thefe men had concerted their
plan of oppofition, he had pledged his honour to his
conftituents, that he would not accept of a com-
mand which was to fapprefs the rebellion; and that
notwithftanding, he was led by fome, we muft
{uppofe, powerful motive, to violate his promife.

What that motive was, is' likewife {ufficiently
evident. It was the advice of the men who were
thus ¢ guerfe to the meafyres of Adminiftration,”
whofe ¢ compliments” he immediately received -
on accepting the commiffion, whole approbation
he pleads as an excufe to his friend for his breach
of promife, and of whofe public reputation he was
.the conflant and careful guardian while in Ame-

Q. rica,
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rica *.  And it further appears, that after he had
received his command, to remove the ¢ prejudices”
of his particular friend, who had declared ¢ he
¢ could not with him fuccefs” in fuppreffing the
vebellion, ¢ to fufpend bis judgment” on the Ge-
neral’s conduét, ¢ until the ewvens thould prove him
¢ unworthy of his fupport”” Upon thefe plain

* Tt is an anecdote as true as it is curious, that, when the
General was at Philadelphia, a Loyalift was aboat to publifh a
piece refleting on the condu& of the Minority in Parliament,
‘The General by fome means heard of it: vpen which Mr. Gal-
loway received the following billet from his Secretary : :

< Captain MKenzie’s compliments to Mr. Galloway ; the Ge-
neral defires he will be pleafed to enquire into the authority by
which Mr. Towne publifhes his Evening Poft, and to make any
regulations he thinks neceflary o fuppre/s political pieces, which
may have an ewil tendency, from either of the prefles, as it is
binted, that fome of this flamp are defigned for publication.”

Mr, Galloway, engaged in other bufinefs, negleéted to per=
form the duty recommended by this billet, not knowing
the immediate urgency nor the 'extreme importance -of it
and the piece was publifhed, The Secietary came down to Mr,
Galloway, much vexed, and complained of the Printer, The
Printer was fent for by the Secretary, and reprimanded for 1his
beinous offence; and the Author of the piece was told, that the
General would not fuffer fuch picces to be publithed, This
anecdote, however trifling it may feem, fully proves, that the
General held himfelf bound to preferve the condué of the Opa-
pofition to his Sovereign’s meafures, from the rude friures of
the Loyalifts wishin his lines; and, for that purpofle, even to make
ufe of the power vefted in him by his Majefty ; although that very
Oppofition was conftantly holding up to the view of the people,
the condutt of the fervants of the Crown, and even of Majeﬁy
itlelf, in terms the moft opprobrious and infulting,

falts
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fatts the Public will determine, whether there is
not fatisfaétory proof of a refolution in the General
to co-operate with the defign of a Fa&ion, who
were averfe to that meafure, a defign as unconfti-
tutional as it was wicked ; and which was nothing
lefs than to wreft from their Sovereign his confti-
tutional right to appoint his confidential and exe-
cutive {ervants (a right which, by the conftitution
of the Britith government, is as firmly eftablithed
in the Crown, as that of eleéting reprefentatives in
Parliamenr is fixed in the People); to compel him
to turn out the prefent Adminiftration; and to put
bis own perfon, bis family, and bis crown, into the
bands of thefe confpirators.

To accomplifh this defign, all their powers were
to be united and exerted. One great line of con-
duét was'to be adopted ; Adminiftration was to be
proclaimed the authors of all the national misfor-
tunes ; and their meafures, however honeft, wife,
or neceffary to the honour and fafety of the em-
pire, were to be oppofed and obftructed in Parlia-
ment, and the executicn of them defeated,if pofiible.

Men’s altions are the ftrongeft proof of their
fecret defigns.  If we examine the conduct of the
Faction in Britain, we find that it has ftri¢tly cor-
rei’pondéd with zhefe preconcerted meafures. The
American rebellion was an event, which thefe men
thought would furnith them with all the means
neceffary to the accomplifhment of their defign.
They faw it would call for theexertions of Govern-

Q.2 ment,
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ment, and that thofe exertions would afford a large
field for -oppofition. The real rebel, who wilhed to
overturn the government, and the hungry patriot,
whofe luft could only be fatisfied by power and
places, united therefore in foftering and {upporiing
it. And, lelt the wifdom of the rebel colonifts
thould fail in their plans, the meafures of fedition
from time to time were concerted, and tran{mitied,
by the Faé&ion in Britain, to their confederates in
America. * The non-imporiation agreement, the
< union of the Colonies, and the meeting of 2 Con-
¢« grefs; afolemn league and covenanr, ucdei oath,
¢ not to purchafe the manutaltures ¢f Great Bri-
“ tain, and to make an awited and invincivle fland
 qoainft the Britifh Government,” were all mea-
fures which originated in Britain, and were adopted
in America.

Whillt thefe fecret intrigues againft the State
were carrying on with the rebels in America, the
meafures of Government at home were loaded with
the mofl opprobrious epithets. The fteps which
were taken to fupport the dignity and authority of
the State over the Colonies, were called a * ¢ryel,
¢ tyrannous, and ruinous [yfem of policy.” And
thofe which were adopted to fubdue the moft un-
jultifiable and obftinate rebellion, were ftyled « gz
“ wmuft and ruinous war”” Every engine was
1n motion, and every {feditious f{cribbler was em-
ployed to poifon the minds of the people, and to
render the meafures of Adminiftration odious in the
eyes of the nation. Thofe mifreprefentations and

L - falfc—
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falfelioods, which they thought would mott readily
captivate the vulgar, were induftrioufly propagated.
The preﬁ”es poured forth their pamphlets and oc-
caflional - pieces, to thew the diftrefled fiate of the
kingdom, the decreafe of its inhabitants, the im-
menfe debt and poverty of the nation, the want of
the refources of war, the impoflibility of raifing
the neceflary aids, the lawfulnefls of American
oppciition, and the injuftice and cruelty. of the war;
which, it was beldly afferted, was intended, by the
councils in which ther Sovereign immediately pre-
fides, to introduce defpotic power in the Colonies.
Nor were thefe doltrines confined 1o Pamphlets
and News-papers. 'T'hey were the conftant themes
of inflammatory declamations in both Houfes of
Parliament,

Having, by thefefeditious meafures, raifed the po- .
pularclamour againft Government,and prevailed on
a confiderable part of the deluded people to fupport
them ; having diftracted the councils of the State,
and induced them to treat with rebels,and to offer to
give up the moft effential right of the {fupreme au-
thority, the right to tax thofe Célonies which it
was bound to prote? 3 they advifed their colleagues
in fediticn in America, to rejeét the propofitions,
as ¢ wunreafonable and infidious” And thefe op-
probricus ep\ithﬂ'ets were tran{mitted from Weftmin-
fter to Philadelphia, and echoed back from the Con-
grefs to Weftminfter again. And afterwards, when,
through their private intrigues, they had facrificed
the Northern Army,involved thelr country in a war

7 with
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* with France,thrown the nation intoageneraldefpond.
ency, and compelled Adminiftration to offer to the
rebels terms of accommodation, little fhort of in-
dependence itfelf ; their object not being as yet fe-
cured, their ambition ungratified, the loaves and
fifhes unobtained, and the firmnefs and virtue of
their Sovereign not yet conquered, they dreaded
the profpect of accommodation and peace with
America; and therefore they adviled the leaders
in rebellion to reject even thofe terms ; affuring
them, that Adminifiration could not fupport the
war, and that they muff foon grant to them inde-
pendence.  How happy is it for Britain, thar thefe
feditious men were miltaken, and that the Congrefs
purfued this foolith advice ! foolith in refpect to the
views of Congrefs, as well as thofe of the Faltion
in Britain!

. They weakly imagined, that his Majefty, alarm-
ed at the profpect of a war with France, and of the
lofs of America, would change his confidential fer-
vants, and receive into his bofom thofe men who were
the fole authors of thole diftrefles; who, when in
office, by their{editious counfels, had laid the foun-
dation of the rebellion, and, through its whole pro-
grefs, had encouraged and fupported it; who had
enjoyed the firlt offices of the State; and whofe
honour, integrity, and abilities, when weighed in
the balance, had been found wanting; men who
had avowedly oppofed every meafure which his Ma-
jelty had wifely projected to fupport the authority
of the State, and the independence of the nation,
' But,
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But, inding that his Majefty met all the diftreffesy
which thefe confpirators had brought on their coun-
try, with a virtuous firmnefs, which baffled their
expeltations, they determined to proceed to yet
more infolent and violent meafures. They re-
folved, in their fecret cabals, to impeach his confis
dential fervants, and by that means to wreft them
from his fervice. Such impeachments were ime-
pudently and boldly threatened in the great coun-
cil of the State. While they were thus bringing
their plot to maturity in Britain ; while the natural
refources of this country were cried down, to the
great encouragement of our foreign enemies, and
a -national defpondency in a manner effected;
while the Faltion was ftrenuoufly advifing,and zeal
oufly contending, in both Houfes of Parliament, for
withdrawing the troops from America, and at the
fame time oppofing every meafure which was ne-
ceffary for the recovery of the revolted Coloniess.
their arch-agent, the General, with honourable
fidelity (for, in fome men’s opinion, there is honour
even among the confpirators againlt the public
weal), was taking every ftep to procraftinate the
war; to plunge the nation yet farther in debt,
and a more general defpondency; and to render
Adminiftration more odious to the people. We
have izen, that, although by his ¢ great fucceffes”
obtained in lefs than four months, by only one
half of his force, he ¢ had nearly induced a ge-
¢ neral fubmiffion” of the rebels; yer, by his

indo-
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indolence and ina&ion, he procraflinated the war
during the {pace of fixteen months longer; and left
the rebellion in more {pirits than when he began
his operations. He {fuffered his enemy, with lefs
than 3500 men, to reconquer a province which
he had lately reduced ;—he fuffered that enemy to -
‘befiege his whole army in its quarters ;—he wan-
tonly wafted the feafon of military operations,giving
his enemy time to recruit theirreduced force. By va-
rious meafures, he continually deprefled the {pirit of
loyalty, and always declined to avail himfelf of its
afliitance. He alternately {unk and revived the fpirit
of rebellion, always taking care not to reduce it. He
often met his enfeebled enemy, and as often, with
his vaitly fuperior force, retreated before it ; and,
with an unaccountable verfatility, adopted one plan
after another, always cheofing that which was
molt expenfive to the nation, and ruinous to thé
Juccefs of bis own cperations. :

In addition to all this, with a ftri& confifts
ency of defign to wafte the public money——to ren-
der the nation tired of the American war, and
hopelefs of fuccefs,—and to multiply the difficulties
of Government in carrying it on; we have feen
him, in proportion as his enemy’s ftrength and
refources decreafed, conftantly increafe his wanton,
unneceffary, and extravagant demands for more
Jorce, until, conjunétly with his colleagues in faltion
at home, he had laid the foundation of a war with
France and Spain.  This done, he immediately
refigned.

That
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That the Faclion, or the General, incapable
of feeling, for the diftreffes of their country, ine
tended to mvolvc it in a mifchief of fo great a
magmrude, while it was embroiled in a war with
its Colonies, charity forbids me to determine ; al-
though their infatiable luft for power, and thirft for
“the ¢ emoluments of office, with the. general tenor of
their. condu& would perhaps even Jui’ufy fuch a
dec1ﬁon. However, this is evident, that, upon the
General’s amval in Britain, with a large retinue of
his confidential friends; Who were to be the vindi-
Cators of his {hameful conduét in America, the
Fagtion teceived him in their drnis, and boldly vins
dicdted his conduét both ini and out of the fenate.
Their forcé thus colletted, they tonceived that
their plot was brouglit to its withed-for maturity.
They prepared for, and loudly thredtened, imi-
pe‘achménts dand the block. But, ptevious to this
meafure, the whole cenfute and odium of the mif-
catriages of the Ametican war, 0f which they them-
felves had been the duthors, were to be caft on
the fervants of the Crown, Toeffeit this, anony-
mous chatges againft the General were carried
into Parliamient, and his charalter was to be
vindicated in the great cotncils of the Stare,
and no wheére elfe, In vain did the officers of
Governent, to v‘vhorﬁ he was alone accountable,
declare, that they had no dccufations againft hini,
Inftead of petitioning their Soveteign for a Court-
martial; the only propet court by which he could
R be
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be tried, they inftituted an unprecedented examina-
tion in the Houfe of Commons, under the pretence
of windicating the General, when their real defign
was to condemn the condult of Adminifiration, and ‘
to prepare the way for their threatened impeach-
~ ments,

In this examination, they hoped to run alone.
For a time they did fo; but at length their fecret
defign appearing evident, Adminiftration was called
on to vindicate the meafures of their Sovereign.
Many gentlemen of undoubted reputation, per.
fe&ly acquainted with the conduct of the war, aqd
the ftate of America, were fummoned to give evi-
dence refpeCting them. Of this the Faction was ap-
prifed.  Only two witnefles were examined. But
fuch was the credit and force of their evidence,
that the Faction thrunk from the enquiry; the great
councilof the nation was convinced, that the conduct
of Adminiftration, in refpe& to the American war,
flood clearly juftified; and the deep-laid plot of
the Faltion was totally fruftrated,

Such has been the condué of the men, who,
in exa@ imitation of their confederates in America,
have, by their {pecious and falfe clamours for liber-
ty, been feducing their unwary and too credsilous
country to the brink of ruin! And fuch are
the evils, in which they have, by their cabals,
- with unabating induftry, involved the aation!
When will Britons, the moft wealthy, the moft

free,
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free, and the moft happy people on earth,
difcern their own good ! When will the voice of,
wifdom teach them to fupport thofe meafures, and
that power, which alone can preferve their freedom
and independence among nations! When will they
ceafe to be the mf’crumcnts of fa&tion, and the un-
happy dupes of lawlefs ambition !

Time has been, when the Princes on the throne
have paid no regard to law, and broke over the fa-
cred bounds of their happy conftitution ; when they
have deprived the worthieft men, without law,
of their perfonal liberty, and robbed the people of
their property ; and when they would have extend-
ed the prerogative to the utmoft bounds of arbi-
trary power. How different, at this day, is the
fituation of Britons! They have a Sovereign on the
throne, into whofe heart a with never yet entered
that interfered with the happinefs of his fubjects;
who never yet received a farthing from his people
without their confent ; who, inftead of attempting
to extend the prerogative, has, of his own accord,
given up a part of that prerogative to fecure the
rights of his people;—a Sovereign, who, when the
diftreffes and neceflities arifing from their own folly
and feduction, lately compelled them to put un-
limited confidence and power into his hands, to
fave the capital city of their kingdom from imme-
diate deftruétion, and the nation itfelf from ruin,
exercifed it with more than parental lenity 3 and,
havmg complied with the withes of the virtuous

R 2 parg
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part of the nation, and faved his country
from confufion and ruin, inftantly, with a vir-
tuous generofity, gave it -up;—a Sovereign,
whofe heart-felt Wlﬂl, if we may judge from the
whole tenor of his condud, is, to preferve their
conflitution of government inviolate, and to fup-
port its independence, its dignity and glory among
nations ; to recover the loft dominions of the State,
and to reduce his faithlefs and perfidious enemies
to juftice; which there can be no doubt of his ef-
fecting; if not obftructed by the folly of his people,
and the Jawlefs and {editious views of a Faction,
which has too long diftracted his councils, ~and
prevented the exertions of his power. * And
yet too.many Britons, fafcinated by the fpecious
arts and delufive wiles of thofe political 1mpof’cors,
are conﬂ.antly giving them their fupport, in op-
pofition to" the truly patriot meafures of their
Sovereign ; facrificing their own happinefs at the
eltar of lawlefs ambition, and precipitating the
moft powerful and beautiful fabric of civil lxberty
yemaining on the nlobe, to its final ruin,

APPEN-
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A PPENUDI X

No. L

T 0 Lieutena;zt,Genéral Sir Wirrtam, Howe, K. B.

SIR,

Avive, 1nthe precedmg fheets, travelled

& in much hatte through your laboured De-
fence, permit me ‘to pafs- from the difagreeable,
though too often neceffary, office of an accufer, to
that of vindicating the accufed. I hoped, that, as a
gentleman, you would have followed, in your
Obfervations, the example I had fet you in my
Letters;in which, withasmuchdelicacy oflanguagé
as truth would poffibly admit, I had confined
my ftrictures to your ¢ profeflional condu&,”
without fuffering one fyllable of perfonal abufe, or
one hint at the defe@ts in your private moral cha-
ralter, however fair the mark, to efcape from my
pen. But in this hope, on your own account, I am -
forry ta fay, I am difappointed. Confidering Mr.-
Galloway as theAuthor of “Letters to aNobleman;”
and withing, by defaming his perfonal charaéter, to
leffen his credit; and that the impofitions on the
' Public,
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Public, in your Defence, might more readily pafs
for truths; you defert the field of decent and man-
ly argument, and take a mean refuge under the
abufe of his private reputation, A conduct of this
kind can need no comment ; ; it can have no weight
with a candid and {enfible Publicy it is the
ufual pratice of the guilty, and the common wea-
pon made ufe of to wound the innocent.

You do not venture to accufe him of, although
you ftrongly infinuate his difloyalty :—You deny
his influence in the province he lived in ;—You
boldly charge him with giving you falfe intelli-

- gence; and you meanly condefcend to boaft of your

Tiberality towards him. Now, although no man
can percewe what relatlon thefe matters can pof-
fibly have to a vindication of your ¢¢ profeflional
« condugt,” 1 fhall, on Mr, Galloway’s account,
examine them

- To give a glofs t to your infinuations refpe&mg
his dxﬂoyalty, you fay ¢ 'This gentleman, in the
¢ beginning of the rebellion, was eleCted a Mem-
£ ber of Congrefs,”  What, Sir, does this prove
to your purpofe P It is well known to the Public,
thay many gentlemen, ‘who had before, and have
fince, ,g‘ivverx the moft demonttrative proofs of their
loyalty, were eleGed by ‘the then conftitutional
Affemblies, and fent to the firft Congrefs, with .
the moft laudable and loyal defigns, —to accom-
modate the alarming controverfy, to eftablith a

more
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more permanent union between the two countries,’\
and to ﬁop the rifing fedition. "This was exactly
the circumftance of that gentleman, who refufed
the delegation on any other terms *. His Inftruc-
tions are long fince before the Publlc, and prove
the fact ; and it is known to many gentlemen now
in London, from Pennfylvania, that, while in
Congrefs, he faithfully purfued thofe Inftruc-
tions +, uniformly exerting his influence and abi-
lities to carry them into execution. That he,
boldly, and unawed by the dangers which threat-
ened his perfon, in the tumults of riot and facw
tion which he was oppofing, reprobated and
condemned every meafure which tended to fedi-
tion, and a feparation of the two countries,
That when he found he could not ftem the torrent
of rebellion, he returned to the Aflembly ; and
there again, as the ultimate meafure he could pur-
fue, to fave the province he lived in, he refolutely
exerted his influence to induce them to difapprove
of the meafures of Congrefs, and totally to fecede
from all connexion with it. That having failed in
this meafure, on the queftion, by one vote only,
he was again elected a Member of the fecond Con-
grefs, contrary to his own folemn and repeated
refufals to ferve. That he continued thus ele@ed
until long after that Congrefs met; but as he did

* See Mr, Galloway’s Examination, p. 47, &c,
+ See Appendix to Letters to a Nobleman,

not
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not attend, another was elefted in his room. And
yet fuch was the earneft defire of the Congrefs to
obtain his influence and concurrence in their.
meafures, that Do&or Franklin came up to his.
feat in the ‘country, to which he had retired, to
folicit his union with them, and offered to procure
his immediate re-eleétion ; all which he refolutely.
refufed. And afterwards, that, although his life
was repeatedly threatened by the independent fac-
tion, and while his friends trembled for his fafety,
ke, unawed by his danger, condemned in his publi-
cations the meafures of Congrefs, and charged them
with views of iridependence and treafon, at a time
when they publicly difavowed them. Could it be
poflible for the candour of the Public to afk for
further proof of this gentleman’s uniform fidelity to
his Sovereign, and attachment to the legal confti-
tution of his country; his having abandoned a very
valuable eftate, and facrificed the independent
happinefs of his family to thofe principles, muft
certainly be that proof.

But you further add, ¢ When my Brother and
¢« 1, in the chara@er of his Majefty’s Commif-
“ fioners for reftoring peace, publithed a proc/s-
 mation of indemnity, for all thofe who bad taken
€ part in the rebellion, provided they fhould fur-
¢ render themfelves, and fubfcribe a declaration
“ of allegiance within a limited time, M7, Gal-
 loway was among the firff who came over to us
“ from PriLapeLpria ;¥ thus-intimating that he
: ¥ had
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fiad taken part in the rebellidn, and carile-over &
jou to take the beriefit ‘of the pardon offered by
the- prdclamation "Now, Sir; although this is all
invention, I donot fufpect it is your own. I wifh,
for the fake of your own charaéter, to believe it to
be that of your verial dependant, whom you have
long finee amply rewarded for writing your Vin<
dxcatxon -for you know you ‘was not, where you
ought to have been, with yout army at Branfwick;
when Mr. Galloway came.over to it; but in New
York 5 and, ftiould-1 defcend to follow your ex<
ample; of attacking private reputation, I could,
perhaps, inform the Public what allurement led you
thither. However, as this is a practice of which I
‘difapprove, I thall not adopt ity although your
own conduét has juftified . But, Sir, the real
truth is-—=Your proclamation is dated 3oth No-
vember, and was not publifhed within your own
lines at Brunfwick, in New Jerfey, near 6o miles
diftant from Philadelphia, from whence you fay
Mr. Galloway came, until the day following j
and on this very day, early in the morning; he
was within your lines; with Genefal Vaughan, in
Brunf{wick. Driven from his family, by an order
of the Convention at Philadelphia for the impri<
fonment of his perfon, he left Pennfylvania on the
28th, two days before the date of your procla-
mation; and eleven days before one of thém was
fent to the province he left; for you may recollects
that thofe proclammons were not fent to Pennfyl-

5 vania
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vania until after your arrival at Trenton, on the
3th of December, when your Aid de Camp re-
quefted Mr. Galloway to fend fifty of them to Phi-
ladelphia ; which he accordingly did, by a perfon
on whom he could depend. I have mentioned
General Vaughan, who, I have no doubt, will
recolle& the time of  Mr. Galloway’s coming into
Brunfwick, and that he was the firft who fhewed
to him the proclamation. = Thus, Sir, you will
perceive into what a dilemma you have brought
yourfelf, by trufting to the invention of one who
was with you at New York, and could know no-
thing about the time when Mr. Galloway came
over to your lines. But, if you really thought Mr. '
Galloway “ had taken part in the rebellion,” why
did you afterwards appoint him to fo many places
of high truft and importance in his Majefty’s fer-
vice, giving him an opportunity daily to betray
it? How can you account for a conduét, fo in-
confiftent with your manifeft duty, either to your

Sovereign or Country ? ,
You next meanly defcend to mention your libe=
rality to Mr. Galloway., Mean, indeed, it will
appear, when that gentleman’s fervices and facri-
fices are confidered, had it flowed from your pri-
vate purfe; and yet meaner ftill, when it is known
you paid it out of the public money. And how:
much did this profufe liberality amount to ? No
more than 770l in which the wages of a clerk are
il included,
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included, by your own account, for fervices per< -
formed during 18 months. .

And what were the fervices he performed ?
He acted as Superintendant of the Police, which
he digefted, regulated, and eftablifhed, at your
requeft. In this office was included the pre-
fervation of the order, internal peace, and fafety
of ‘the firft city in America. He ferved you as
Superintendant of the Port; an office eftablifhed
to receive an account of all the cargoes imported
for the ufe of your army, and- the people within
your lines, and to prevent their being clandeftinely
carried to the enemy. He ferved you as Superin-
tendant of the prohibited Articles. In this office
the utmoft care and attention was neceflary, to
prevent the enemy from being {upplied with them,
He alfo fuperintended every avenue of your lines,
and nightly received the reports of perfons ap-
pointed to attend them. He was conftantly em-
ployed by you, from the time of your arrival at
the head of Elk, to the day of your refigna-
tion, in obtaining for you intelligence of the ftate
and movements of the enemy; and gained more
important and better intelligence for lefs than 5001,
than you paid for at New York, as your friends
confefled, upwards of soo0l. He was often ap-
plied to by the Commiffaries and Quarter-mafters,
for his advice and affiftance in procuring forage
and provifions for your army. He was incel-
fantly called on to furnith you with gnides and -

Sa horfes



{ 132 )

hories for your parties. He raifed a troop of light
horfe, and embodied eighty loyal volunteers, ‘wha
ferved without pay or clothing ; performing, under
his own direéion; thofe many and uncommon fer-
vices mentioned in a.note of his Examination,
page 80, He alfo furnithed you with many miaps;
delineating the roads for the march of your ariny
and a principal one, with all rhe roads between
the Delaware.and the Sufquehannali, cither drawn
by himfelf, or under his immediate direction; with
a vari'éty of other fervices, torally independent of
his public offices 5 which, had they been done by
your favourite officers, would have “coft you ten
times the amount of the whole fum of your pro-
fufe liberality to him. Such are the fervices of
Mr. Galloway, which you have nat hiad the honour
to.mention. Your liberality, and thofe fervices,
are now before the Public, to whofe candid re-
fleCtions both are fubmitted. I fhall only remark,
that, had you dealt out the public money, coms
mitted to your charge, with the fame ceconomy to
your favourites, as you did to this gentleman, we
fhould not have feen fo many American Nabobs
rolling 10 wealth, and luxurionfly living on the
fpoils of their country, as have latelj returned
from America.

To refpedt to Mr, Galloway’s popularity in the
provinces in which he had lived, it is too well af-
certained by a variety of fa&s too notorious to
be affeCted by your negation; but as the charge

of
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of his-want of influence does not injure his private
and ;moral charadter, I fhall fay no more on that
fubjedt,

Of a very different nature is your next and laft
cnarge. You fay, You  at fisft paid attention to
$¢ his opinions, and relied upon him for procuring
f¢-you fecrer intelligence; but you afterwards
€ found your.confidence mifplaced ; his jdeas you
£ dilcovered robe vifionary 5 and his intelligence
£¢ was either ill-founded, or fo frequently exagge-
“ rated, that it would not have been fafe to a&
¢ upon it.” If thefe affertions bE truths, why
did you continue conftantly to employ him in the
line of intelligence, to the day of your refignation ?
Why was your Aid de Camp almoft dally coming
down from you to him, defiring him to.fend out
for intelligence ! Why did you net altogether rely
on your ¢ other channels of fecret communication ?*?
How unaccountable then muft it appear to men of
fenfe, that you fhould be fo weak as to continue to
truft a perfon, whofe ¢ ideas you had difcovered to
“ be vifionary,” and whofe ¢ intelligence to be
f¢ ill-founded, exaggerated,” and falfe

But you further add, ¢ Having once detetted
¢ him in fending me a piece of intelligence from a
_¢¢ perfon, who afterwards, upon examination,
¢« gave a very different account of the matter, I
¢¢ immediately changed the channel of fecret com-
¢ munication, and, in future, confidered Mr.
¢ Galloway as a nugatory informer.” How dark

' ' © and
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and unmanly is this charge! Againft charges fo
general, “fo pérfe@ly undefied, and fo artfully
made, it is impoflible for the mof’c innocent per-
fon to vindicate himfelf ; for'you have prudently
avoided eithet” mentioning the perfon who ¢ gave
. a very different account of the matter,” or the
matter itfelf. Can you believe, that this ftab in
the dark, at a private characér, will not be con-
demned by the candour and good fenfe of the Pub-
lic? It will foon, Sir, appear, that, to the laft
hour of your command, you entertained a high
opinion of ‘Mr. Galloway’s honour and probity.
" Did you at the time, or during your command in
America, give him the leaft hint of your fufpet-
ing the intelligence he fent you? Had you done
thxs, he would, in all probability, have convinced
you that he'did not deferve your fufpicion, if, in
reality, you ever entertained one; he might have
‘convinced you of his having -received the intelli-
gence from the perfon who denied it, and that this
perfon had deceived you. This would not, Sir,
have been the only inftance in which you were de-
ceived, One I will beg leave to remind you' of,
in which your favours and confidence were totally
mifplaced. Mr. Willing, and his partner Mr.
Morris, had been, from the beginning of the re.
bellion, the agents of the Congrels for fupplying
their naval and military ftores. Their difaffe&tion
to their Sovereign, and their rebellious principles,
were proved by a number of letters, intercepied by
your
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your Noble Brother ; and therefore Mr. Galloway
called on Mr. Willing in Philadelphia, by your
exprefs order, to take the oaths of allegiance ; and
although he refufed, yet he found fo much favour
in your fight, as to obtain a countermand of that
order, and a difpenfation from taking the oath ;
and even after this, you made him and his flour-
‘broker, Mr. Brown, your confidential hegotiators
with the Members of the Congrefs. The rebel
‘records will fupport this truth; and further, that
both Mr. Willing and his notable broker deceived
and betrayed you.
~ However, dark and infidious as this charge is,
it is fortunate for Mr. Galloway, that there is
proof ‘abundantly fufficient to convince the un-
prejudiced, that all you have afferted refpecting
his difloyalty, his unpopularity, and deception, is
of recent invention, and had no exiftence in your
mind when you left America; it is proof which
you yourfelf will not deny the credit of, being no
lefs than the teﬁlmony of Sir William Howe hxm-
felf, under his own hand, and the feal of his
arms. ‘

Six days only before you left Phxiadelphxa im-
prefled with-the faithful fervices of Mr. Galloway,
you not only warmly recommended him to the at-
tention of your fucceflor, but wrote to him the
following letter : r

SIR,
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«S1R;  Philadelpbia, May 18, 1 773

« THE falutary effels of the regulations_in
the eftablithment of the police in this city, have
fo fully juftified my choice of the gentlémen in
whofe hands I placed the important truff, that I
cannot, either as a .jmé[z'c or private man, withhold
abis teftimony of my fenfe of their fervices ; and I beg,
that; to the general refpei? paid you, as an uprights
able magiftrate, and friend to the legal conflitution of
Jyour country, I may be permitted the honour of
adding my particular a]ymme of the great perfolmi
eficem wuh which T am; - - SITR,

Your moft obedienty

humble fervant,
, W. Howsz.”
Fofeph Galloway, Efquire. : ‘

- Now, Sir, permit me to afk :—If Mr. Galloway
was djfleyal, how could you give him your tefki-
‘mony that he was  a friend to the legal conflitu-
s tion of bis country 2 If he was unpopular, how
could he poflefs < the general refpe® as an upright
< magifirate 2 1f he had deceived you, in giving
you falfe intelligence, why could you nort very
Jultly, ¢ either as a public or private man; ‘wztlzbal&f
¢ your [enfe of bis fervices 27 And, if he was -
worthy of your confidence, how unworthy was it in
Sir. William Howe to give him particular affu-
rances of bis great perfonal efteem? Thefe are pa-
radoxes which we muft leave to be unfolded in

your
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your next attempt to yindicate your conduct in the
American war. ‘

Such was your opinion of Mr. Galloway whenyou
feft America, and fuch it continued to be for fome
time in England; for you was the firlt gentleman,
your own and your Noble Brother’s Secretaries £X-
cepted, who paid him the honour of a vifit on hlS
arrival in London. Nor was it changed the day
before his examination in the Houle of Commons,
on the conduét of the American war; for you
well remember, that, on that day, your Noble
Brother, who was pleading in your defence, and
therefore we may prefume {poke your {fentiments,
delivered, when Mr. Galloway was prefent, an
high, though fulfome paregyric on his honour
and integrity, But how changeable and uncertain
are the good opinions of men! Mr. Galloway
being examined, the film which had before, in-
verted his Lordfhip’s optics, and reprefented Mr.
{Galloway as a man of integrity, became {uddenly
vemoved ; and from that inftant he ftood meta.
morphofed from an honourableman into ¢ Shake-
¢ {pear’s apothecary ;” and now, by the fame ma-
gical'inﬁuence, you have transformed him from a
man worthy of ¢ general refpet as an upright
s+ magiftrate,” - into one of no popularity; from an
zzprngt man, 10to @ deceiver 5 and from a ¢ friend to
« the legal conflitution of his country,” into a rebel,

November 10, 1780,

THE AUTHOR.

T Mo,
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No. 1II.

Copy of a Letter from SamvEL KIRK, Grocer,
i Nottingham, fo General Howe.

SIR, )
Cannot eafily deferibe the difcontent and
difappointment which appears among a very
great number of your conftituents here, on ac-
count of your having accepted a command in the ex-
pedition againft our American bretbren. From the
opinion I had of your integrity in general, I voted
for you at the late election, notwithftanding you
had, in fome recent inftances, alted contrary to my
fentiments. I took the liberty to tell you fo, and
afked you the following queftions, viz.

Whether you thought our whole army would.
not be infufficient fo conquer America ?

If you did not think zbe Minifiry bad pufbed this
matier too far ?

Whetber, if you fhould be appointed to a command,
you would refufe 2 And,

Whether you would vote for the repeal of the
four Alts of Parliament, which you are now going
to enforce ?

If T am not miftaken, and T belicve that you
will allow that I am not, you anfwered to every one
of thefe Queries in the affirmative. ‘This, out of
pure regard to your intereft here, I have made

known
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known to numbers, who were in the fame ftate of
fufpenfe with myfelf, as to the propriety of our
condu&t at the eletion; and it has ferved to re-
move, in a great meafure, the ill impreffons, by
which you yourfelf was very fenfibly affeted while
among us. »

‘We are however aflured, that General Howe
is preparing to embark for America to enforce the
Aés.  Fadge, if you can, the confufion this occafions
among your friends. ‘The moft plaufible excufe
that is made among us, is, that the King fent for
you, and what could you do?

Now I muft beg leave to fay, that I think you
might have acted the part of @ great man, in refu-
Jing to go againf} this people on many accounts. But
to fay nothing of politics, your Brother died there.
They have fhewn their gratitude to your name and
family, by eretting a monument to him, who bled
in the caufe of freedom amongft them to him, who
dared to a& in oppofition to a Court, when his judg-
ment informed him his oppofition was right; and
yet he died a foldier. Our paflions were wrought
upon at the eletion by the mention of his honour-
ed name, in a paper which you may perhaps re-
member; and may I not mention it to you, with a
with that you may follow fo amiable, fo difinte-
refted, fo revered a character? I believe you have
not even an enemy, who would impute your refu/-
ing togo, to want of courage; nay, your courage
would be made more confpicuous by the refufal. ,

T 2 It
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If you thould refolve, at all events, to go, T don’
with you may fall, as many do; but [ cannot fay 1
wifh fuccefs to the undertaking. Thefe, Sir, are the
fentiments of many here, as well as of

Nottingham, Your obedient fervant,
Feb. 10, 1775 Samuer Kirg.

General Howe to Mr. KIRE.

SIR, ,

Have read your letter of the 1oth, with fo

“much the greater degree of concern, as I had
fAattered myfelf 1 had removed all thofe prejudices
you bad entertained againft me, when I had the plea-
fure of being with you at the election. The ran-
cour and malice of thofe who were not my friends
at the election, fill me with aftonifhment at the
inftance you mention of their. withes for my fall
in America,

My going thither was not my feeking. I was
ordered, and could not refufe, without incurring
the odious name of backwardnefs to ferve my
country in diftrefs.—So contrary are men’s opinions
here, to fome with you, that, inftead of the groffeft

- abufe, 1 have been moft bighly complimented upon
the occafion, by thofe who are even averfe to 1the mea-
Sures of Adminiftration,
Every man’s private feelings ought to give way
to the fervice of the Public at all times; but par.
ticularly, when of that delicate nature in which our
affairs ftand at prefent, Whatever opprobrious
- names I may be called at Nottingham, I am en-

g couraged
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couraged to fay, that no fuch epithets will be put
on it in any other quarter. 1intreat you in particular,
to fufpend your judgment in thofe matters, until
the event proves me unworthy of your fupport.

One word for America: You are deceived, if
you fuppofe there are not many loyal and peaceable
Jubjefts in that country. [ may fafely affert, that
the infurgents are very few, in comparifon of the
whole people.

- There are certainly: thofe who do not agree to
a taxation from hence, but who do not foh to
fever themfelves from the fupremacy of this coun-
try. This laft fet of men, I fhould hope, by their
being relieved from thbe grievance, will'moft readily
return to all due obedience to the laws.

With refpet to the few, who, T am told, defire
to feparate themfelves from the Mother Ccuntry, I
truft, when they find they are not fupported in
their frantic ideas by the more moderate, which |
have defcribed, they will, from fear of punith-
ment, fubfide to the laws,

With regard to trade, this country muft now fix
the foundation of its ftability with America, by
procuring a lafting obedience te our laws, without
which it can never arrive at that permanency fo
abfolutely requifite for the well being of this em-

pire. I am, SIR,
Your faithful and
Dueen Street, obedient Servant,

Fob. 2151775 © Winriam Hows]
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No. IiI.

A Letter from the Committee of Congrefs to
the Prefident, found among the Papers of
Henry Lavurens, Ef.

SIR, Camp at Valley Forge, Feb. 12, 1778.

% ¥ 7 E bad flattered ourfelves, that, before this
W'V time, the pleafure of Congrefs would be
.made known to us, refpecting theQuarter-mafter’s
department. We fear our letter upon this fubjeét
has mifcarried, or the confideration of it yielded
to other bufinefs. You will therefore pardon us,
Sir, when we again folicit your attention to it, as
an objelt of the laft importance; on which not only
the future fuccefs of your arms, but the prefent exa
iftence of your army, immediately depend. The
influence of this office is {o diffufive through every
part of your military fyftem, that neither the wif-
dom of arrangement, the {pirit of enterprife, or
favourable opportunity, will be of any avail, if this
great wheel in the machine ftops, or moves heavily,
We find ourfelves embarraffed in entering on this
fubject, left 4 bare recital of facts {hould carry an
imputation (which we do not intend) on thofe
gentlemen who have lately conducted it. We are
 fenfible,
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fenfible, great and juft allowances are to be made
for the peculiarity of their fituation, and we are
perhaps not fully acquainted with all their difficul-
ties. Itis our duty, Sir, to inform you it is not
our intention to cenfure ; and be affured, nothing
but a {enfe of the obligation we are under, to poft~
pone all other confiderations 2o the public fafety,
_could induce us to perform the unpleafing tafk.—
We find,  Sir, the property of the continent dif.
perled over the whole country 35 not an encampment,
‘route of the army, or confiderable road, but
abounds with waggons, left to the mercy of the
weather, and the will of the inhabitants ; large
quantity of intrenching tools have, in like manner,
been left in various hands, under no other fecurity
that we can learn, than the honefty of thofe who
have them in pofleflion. Not lefs than 3000 fpades
and fhovels, and the like number of tomahawks,
have been lately difcovered and colleéted in the
vicinity of the camp, by an order from one of the
general officers. In the fame way, a quantity of
tents and tent cloth, after having lain a whole fum-
mer in afarmer’s barn, and unknown to the officer of
the department,was lately difcovered,and brought to
camp by a fpecial order from the General.—FEFrom
thefe inftances, we prefume there may be many
other ftores yet unknown and uncollected, which
re%uire immediate care and attention,

When,



( 144 ) |

When, in compliance with the expe@ations of
Congrefs, and the wifhes of the country, the army
was thrown into huts, inftead of retiring to more
diftant and convenient quarters, the troops jultly
expetted every comfort which the furrounding
country could afford. Among thele, 2 providemial
care in the article of fltraw, would probably have
{aved the lives of many of your brave foldiers,
who have now paid the great debt of nature. Uzn-
provided with this, or materials to raife them from
the cold and wet carth, ficknefs and mortality bave
fpread through their quarters in an aftoriifbing degree.
Notwithftanding the diligence of the phyficians and
Surgeons, of whom we hear no complaint, the fick
and dead lift bas increafed one-third in ihe lafp week’s
returns, which was one third greater than the week
prec.m’ing; and, from the prefent inclement weather,
will probably increafe in a much greater proportion.—
WNothing, Sir, can equal their fufferings, except the
patience and fortitude with which the faitbful part
of the army endure them. Thofe of a different cha=
. waller defert in confiderable numbers.

We muft alfo obferve, that a number of the
troops have now fome time been prepared for
inoculation; but the operation muft be delayed, for
want of this and other neceflaries within the pro-
vidence of this department. We need not point
out the fatal confequences of this delay iz forming
@ new army, or the prefervation of this.———Almofk

o every
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every day furnifhes inftances of the fmall pox in
the natural way. Hitherto fuch vigilance and care
has been ufed, that the contagion has not fpread;
but furely it is hwhly incumbent upon us, if poffi-
ble, to annihilate the danger. -

We need not point out the effedt thlS circum-
ftance will have upon the new draughted troops,
if not carefully guarded; they are too obvious to
need enumeration. In conference with the Forage-
mafter on this fubje@ (which, though in appear-
ance trivial, is really important), he acquainted
us, that, though out of his line, he would have

rocured it, if waggons conld bave been furnifbed bim
Jor that purpofe.

The want of bor/es and waggons for the ordinary
as well as extraordinary occafions of the army, prefles
upon us, if poflible, with equal force ; almoftevery
fpecies of camp tranfportation is now performed
by men, who, without a murmur, patiently yoke them-.
[elves to little carriages of their owh making, or load
their wood and provifions on their backs —Should the
encmy, enconraged by the growing weaknefs of your
troops, be led to make a fucce(sful impreffion upon your
camp, your artillery would now undoubiedly fall into
their bands, for want of borfes to remove it.i—But
thefe are {maller and tolerable evils, when com-
pared with the imminent danger of your troops,
perifbing with famme, or difperfing in fearch of food.
The Commiffaries, in addition to their fupplies of

U live
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live cattle, which are preearious,‘ have found a
quantity of pork in New Jerfey, of which, 4y a
Jailure of waggons, not one barrel bas reached the
camp.
‘The orders were given for- that purpofe as early
o5 the 41h of Fannary—In yefterday’s conference
with the General, he informed us, th.atj fome Bri-
Gades bad been four days without meat 5 and that even
the common [oldiers bad been at bis quarters to make
known their wants.— At prefent; Siry there is not
one gentleman of any rank in this department,
though the duties of the office require a conftant and
unremitted attention.  In whatever view, therefore,
the obje& prefents itfelf, we truft you will-difcern, -
that the moft effential interefts are conneé‘ced with
it. The feafon of preparation for next’ campalgn, is
paffing {wiftly away.” Be affored, Sir, that its
operations will be ineffe&ual, either for offence or
protection, if an arrangement is not immediately
made, ‘and the moff vigorous exertions ufed to pro-
cure the neceffary fupplies.=Permit us to fay, that
a moment’s time fhould not be loft in placing a man of
approved abilities and extenfive capacity at the:
head of the department, who will reftore it to fome
degree of regularity and order ; whofe *provident”
care will' immediately relieve the prefent wants of
the army, and extend itfelf to thofe which muft be
farisfied, before we can expect.vigour, enterprife, or
fuccefs.—When your Committee refle€t upon the
8 increafed
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Increafed difficulties of procuring waggons, horfes,
tents, and the numercus train of articles dependent
on this office; without which your army caunot even
move 3 they feel the greateft anxiety, left the utmoft
SRill, diligence, and addrefs, will prove ineffectual to
Jasisfy the growing demand. All other confiderations
vanifh before this object; "and we molt edrneftly
with, Congrefs may be imprefled in a proper de-
gree with its neceffity and importance.

A report has reached us, that Col. Lutterlogh
is a candidate for the office of Quartersmafter Ge-
neral; we have therefore béen led to make fome
inquiry into his charalter and conde&.—We
fhould Dbe far from doing injuitice to his abilities
and experiencein a fubordinate line; but, exclulive
of the danger of entrufting fo confidential an office
to-a firanger, whofe attachment 'to this country
muft be lxght and tranfient, and whofe intereft may-
be fo eafily diftinguifhed from ours, we cannot find
that he poflefles talents or ativity equal to this
important office.—~ We find, in the courfe of the
campaigh, neceflary tools and ftores have often
been wanting; important and {eafonable move-
ments of the army delayed; in fome inftances,
wholly fruftrated; and favourable opportunitics
Joft, through the deficiencies of this department.—-
The rapid marches of our army, and unforefeen
difafters whichattended itduring the fummer {eafon,

U2 partly
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partly claim fome allowances; but that diforder
and confufion prevail through the department,
which requires fome able hand to reform and re-
duce it to a cerrain and melancholy truth.

Unacquainted with the refolution of Congrefs
with refpect to General Schuyler, we have hefirated
what further to propofe. Time is fo extremely pre-
carious, that we are unwilling to lofe a fingle un-
neceflary moment; and have therefore been in-
duced to extend our yiews to the difapprobation of
this gentleman, and make fome provifion for that
event. A charaCter has prefented itfelf, which,in a
great degree, meets our approbation, judgment,
and wifhes.—We have opened the fubject to him,
and it is now under his confideration. When we are
at liberty, we fhall introduce him to your notice ;
but delicacy forbids our doing it, until he has made
up his mind on the {ubjeft, and given his confent
to the nomination.—Another gentleman of exten-
five connexions, great aftivity, and comprehen-
five genius, but intirely in civil life, has alfo been
propofed. Asheisata diﬁance, we have not been
able to confult him ; and are reftrained, by fimilay
motives of delicacy, from making his charalter
and name a {ubje¢t of difcuffion, withcut his con-
fent. :
- By the time we are favoured with the determin-
ation refpecting General Schuyler, and he fhould

| nog
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.not be approved, we hope to be able to announcg
both thefe gentlemen for your confideration.

We are, with the greateft regard and refped;
SIR,
Your moft obedient, and
very humble fervants,;
(Tae COMMIT:I‘EE.}j
" Signed Fra. Dana,
T the Prefident of Cong‘reﬁq

FINTIS
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