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A 

R E L y 

T 0 

Sir William Howe's Obfervations, &Ie. 

W HEN a man, con'fcious of his own mif ... 
conduct, or at leaft lying under the charge 

-of having betrayed a public truft, a trufl: of 'as 
great importance as was ever committed to any fub
ject, finds himfe1lf under the .neceffity -of mifrepre
fenting notoriolls faCts, and even of defcending to. 
perfonal detraction, for his own vindicati<;lD, he is 
truly to be pitied. This appears to be the cafe of 
the late Commander in Chief of his Majefty's Forces 
in America., If the Author of the" Letters to a 
Nobleman" has contributed to the'diftrefs of the 
General, he has done it with reluCl;ance, from a 
regard to truth and jllftice, and a fenfe of dllty to 
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the public, and not from any impulfe of private 
refentment; for he frankly declares, he ne-ver had, 
allY caure of perfollal enmity to Sir Vvilliam Howe, 
who neither had perfonally ,injured nor offended 
him; and therefore, that the motives which led 
him to pubiifh his ftrictures on the conduct of the 

, American war, could not arife from fuch a prin
ciple. He conGdered' him only' in his public ca· 
pacity, and, im,agining that he could throw new 
light all a fubject which appeared to many to be 
dark and problematical, and in which the public 
welfare was intimately concerned, he proceeded to 
animadvert upon his conduct as Commander in' 
Chief. 

Nor was the examination of the management of 
the American war needlefsly undertaken. The 
lmparalleled failures in that war, the uncommon 
l:ugnitude of the evils in which they had involved 
the nation, with the reluctance of Government to 

make judicial enquiry into the cJufes of them, 
loudly called for ir. - -

"IN e bad feen the- General, in the Middle Colo~ 
nies, commanding a force always, commonly four 
times, and at certain pe_riods eight times, greater 
than that of his enemy; a force fo powerful, fo 
2deql1ate to the purpofes for which it v;as intended, 
that he could not help expreffing his " utter 
" amazement" on the occafion, and paying to the 
Secretary of State of the American departmenUhe 
gre~'cdt, though not more than a jure encomium, 
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for his " uncommon exertions." To this was 
added a naval force of eighty veffels of war, uncer 
[he comimand of his Noble Brother, to co-operate 
with him in fubduing the moft unnatutal and un:-
juftifiable rebellion !bat .ever bappe;zed i;~ alZY COU11-

try. 
Vv.e had ,feen him, between the 3d of Septem. 

ber and the Sthof December, driving that enemy 
before him frorr' Long JOand, . over the North 
River, and the Delaware, killing, c;apliv,ating, and 
reducing his army from 18,000 to 3000 men, 
and taking from him lh~ whole province of New 
Jerfey· ' -

But f1.;lch was the reverfe of conduCt (it could 
not be of fortune; for fortune, however vari
able and frolic, has never yet been found to 

, commit fLlCh blunders), fuch was the dereliCtion of 
military virtue, that he fuffered that reduced, panic
itruck enemy to, furp~iie his advanced poft, and' 
drivehim au t of Weft J erfey, and to reconquer all 
Eaft J erfey, q:cept his three pofts on the Rariton ; 
'and, eftabliQled at Morris Town, in the neigh
bourh,ood of his head-quarters, to befiege, harafs~ 
and di(l:re[s the whole Britiil1 army, fr0111 Decem
ber to J lIn,e, v,;ithIJuf making one attempt to diJlodge 
him. 

We had feen him, having under, his command 
at New- York 30,000 me'n, marching out again11: 
this enemy, who, by his own exaggerated account, 
had no more than iO~OOO, new-raikd and undif-. 
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ctplined ; and, a few days after, !hamefully retreat
itO" before him from HilHborough to Amboy, 

b , 

without taking anyone proper ]lep to bring him to 
an engagement. 

We had feen him,afrer this clifgraceful retreat, 
embarking his army on !hip. board, at an immenfe 
expence to the nation; and, forewarned of the dif
ficulties and dangers he mull necdfarily encounter 
on the ocean, proceeding, againft contrary winds, 
700 miles, to meet the fame enemy 'pofted on 
ftronger ground, and enabling him, by this 'wafte 
of time, to procure near drJublehis former' num .. 
bers. 

We had feen him, contrary to the moO: urgent 
motives, to the plainefl: diCtates of military fci. 
ence, and the explicit orders of his Sovereign, 
lead his force 600 miles from the place where he 
was directed to join General Burgoyne, and at the 
very time when that junCtion was to h'ave been 
made; and by thisabfurd conduEtfaerifiee a whole 
Britifh army. 

We had feen him a~Brandywine, by the moO: 
judicious and fpirited manceuvres, perfeCtly fur. 
round and hem in, between the two columns of 
his own force and imp affable waters, the whole 
rebel army,vigoroui1y attack, and fuddenly defeat 
it; and yet, with an indolence not to be juftified, 
he fuffered the defeated remains to lie a whole 
night at Chefter, withi'n 'eight miles of his camp, 
tlnd on the next morning to eJeepe unmolefted. 

We 
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Vie had feen him at Gollien a few days affer, 

when his enemy, with his reduced force, had in
cautioufly and foolifhly advanced near the van of 
his a'r.my, after ooe of his columns had actually 
(f engaged with the rebel adv<\nced guard *"j in
timidated from his intended attack by a fa:ll of 
rain, although that Circumftance was much more 
favourable to his own regular troops thah to the' 
undifciplined troops of his enemy; and althOtigh 
that enemy had a conjider{lb4e river in its rear • 

. We had feen ,him at Germantown fuffer him ... 
felf to be furprifedc

, his advanced pafts defeated 
and driven back upon the main body of his army, 
and that army in imminent danger of a total rout 
by an inferior undifciplined enemy. 

VI! e had feen him, when the rebel force lay at 
White Marfh, and wheh he actually had thebeft 
information of itspofition and firength, march out 
of his lines under a pretence of intending t€> attack 
it; and yet, after lying thtee days within twd 

miles of i~, return, without attempt}rig to bring it 
to action, dtfier by a{faulr, or turning' its right 
fhwk ot rear; in either of which cafe'S he mull 
haV'e Cllt his enemy off from his magaeines and 
fuppties; ahd placed him in a fituatibn from 
whence he cOlloM not bave efcaped 'teiithout rutn~ 

We had alfo feen the General, after hie had 
proved his force in every action fuperior to that of 

'1<. See Sir Williain Howe'i Letter. 
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hi'S enemy, fuffer his whole army to be be.fieged in 
Philadelphia, from the month of November to the 
month of June, by a feeble, fickly, naked, and half
ftarved army, of left thalZ 4000 ejfeftive men '*'. 

But further.-VVe had feen the fame General, 
with a vanity and prefumption unparalleled in 
hiftory, after this indolence, a,fter all thefe wretched 
blunders, accept, from a few of his officers, a 
triumph more magnificent than -would have be~ 
.come the conqueror of America, without the con
fent of his Sovereign, or approbation of his coun'; 
try; and that at the time when the news of a war 
with France had juft arrived, and in the very city, 

! the capital of North Ametica, the late feat of the 
Congrefs, which was in a few days to be delivered 
up to that Congrefs. 

Such was the difgraceful conduer, fuch the pre'. 
fumption of the General, and fuch were the mif· 
fot'tunes which he had brought on his country! 
And yet, had he contented hiU1felf with the honours 
he had received from this mockery of a triumph, 
he might have pleafed himfelf with dreaming of 
his triumphal arches, decorated with the mottos 
of viCtory and the emblems of glory, and with 
his ~ixotic tilts and .tournaments, and the 
" Letters to a Nobleman;' would never have ap.,. 
reared. But When the Author faw the General 

, 
'* See a Letter in the A ppenciix, from a C.ommittee to. the 

. Prcli.:cr.t of the C.~npers. 
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and his Noble Brother, fupportedby a da:ngerou~ 
fatl:ion, purfuing meafures which he conceived 
tended to involve his country in difgrace and ruinl 
when he faw them, in order to conceal their own 
mifcondua, attempting to perfuade the great're§ 
prefentative body of the nation, that America was 
" the ftrongeft country in the world *," and im
pract:icable in war; that the people were univer- , 
fally dil1oyal; that the immenfe naval andI11ili
iary force committed to their command was in
competent to the reduct:ion of the rebellion-in 
prder to prevail on the nation to give up the 
greateft part of its dominions; the duties of a ci
tize~, a difinterefied regard for the welfare of his 
country, and an honeD: indlgnation at fo flagitious 
~m attempt, called on him to lay before his fdlow
fubjeCts a true ft~te of the matters thus attempted 
to be mifreprefented. Such were his motives, di
v~fted of every other coofideration; and he de
clares, that the Lette;rs were wrote witholl t the 
folicitation or knowledge.of any perron whatever 
in thl:: adminiftration of Government. 

Had the General, by a true ftate of faas, and 
by candid argument, free from perfonal. abufe, 
convi~ced me that I was wrong; ever happy to 

~cq u it inj ured innocence, there is no conceffion, 
no aCt of juilice, which my honour would not in
duce me to perform; but as the rever[e is the 

• See General Grey's EI'jdcnce in the NJrratire, [.1°7. 
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cafe, the fame motives which influenced me to 
~rite the Letters, oblige me to vindicate the tnuhs 
they contain. ' 

In my firO: letter, " On the Strength and Prac
ticability of the Middle Colonies in refpeCt to mi. 
litary Operations/, in order to refute what the 
General had attempted to prove, that this part of 
America was the" ftrongefr _of all countries in the 
, .. world," I have given a true and candid defcrip
tion of that country, fupported by the evidence of 
General Robertfon, who had refided in it n?any 
years, and which can be fupported by many gen
tlemen, now in England, who have lived in it; 
and Ibad further made ,a comparifon between it 
and the fcene of action in the laO: American war, 
:1hewing that the latt~r was infinitely more difficult 
than the former. To evade tht; force of thefe 
truths, the General obferves, 

Narrative, p. 37.] cc ~hat the two lafiwars, 
" with refPell to the fiate of the country 0/4merica, 
" are in no degree jimi/c!r. In the laft war, the dif
H ficulties arijing from the flreng~h of the country, 
(C were, for the mofl part, removed by the friendly 
H difpojition of the inhabitants, who all exerted them
" felves to facilitate the operations of the King''! 
" army, and to Jupply them with every neceJ!ary and 
'c accommodation." 

vV hat thefe " necdraries and accommodations" 
were, which were thus furnifhed in the laO: war, 
and which the General' could not procure, IS 

not 
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hot mentioned. That the inhabitants furnifhed 
General Braddock in his expedition to the Ohio; 
Colonel Bouquet in his expedition to Mufkingum, 
far beyond the Qhio, and Sir J eifeloy Amherft in 
his expedition to Montreal, with carriages and 
provifions, is true-;-and with nothing elfe-They 
wanted nothiog eire. But Sir William Howe did 
not even want all thefe.-He trantpohed carriages 
with him from England, and whatever more h<:l 
wanted were procured on Long IOan~ and Staten 
Hland. Large fleets of provifions were conftantly
fent to him; and in every part of the country; 
where his army marched, he procured a fupply with
out difficulty. At Bordentown} Captain Gamble 
Was forming a l,arge magazine of proviGons voluI)
rarily, and with every apparent mark of zeal for the 
fervic~, brought in by the inhabitants when Tren~ 
ton was taken; and the whole army was fupplied, 
during two months; in its march ftom the Elk to 
Philadelphia, with more provifions than it cQuid 
confume: and there was nothing which the cbun':' 
try producedj either of neceffaries or delicacies, 
during the nine months it remained in Philadel

phia, with which ie was not furnifhed by the 
inhabitants. 

'What then were the advantages which the Ge
nerals in the laft war poffeired, tha~ wer<e not to 

be commanded in the. prefent? TI1ere were nonc. 
But they had difadvantages and difficulties, infi
bitely greater to encounter, which their gallantry 

C' earily 
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~afily overcame. The General's operations wen! 
carried on in the Middle Colonies, where every 
neceffary was eafily obtained; but the expedition 
of Sir Jeffery Amherft led him to pafs from AI. 
bany, by Lake Ontario, to Montreal, near 30.0 

miles~ carrying his provifions either through a wil
ciemen; or an enemy's country, ov'er lakes, moun
tains, and f wamps; and the operations of General 
Forbes and Colonel B'ouquet led them through a 
wildernefs inhabited only by Indians, where no 
fingle article of provifions of any kind was to be 
procured; the Brft to Fort du O!:lefne, and the 
other far beyond ir; down to Mufkingum ; and 
yet we have found that thefe gallant men~ in whofe 
hearts the honour of their Sovereign and the fer
vice of their country. were deeply impreffed, 'were 
not obfl:ruCled or intimidated in the path to glory 
and fuccefs by thefedifficulties. , 

To refme my aifertion, that" the ftrength and 
" impracticability of the Middle Colonies is loft in 
" idea, when we compare them with the fcene of 
" action in the laft war," the General adduces the 
tefl:imony of Major.general Grey, who fays, 

Page .3 8,1 (( That part of America where I have 
H been, is the ftronge;J country 1 have ever been in; it 
"is everywhere HILLY and COVERED WITH WOOD, 

~, il1terfeCled by ravines, and creeks, and marfhy 
(( grounds; and in EVERY QYARTER OF A MILE is 
4C a poft jittedJor AMBUSCADE." And in his anfwer to 
another gueffionj he adds, " That America is, of 

H all 
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" all countries, the beft calculated for the def(Cn
" five; every hundred yards might be difpllted; at 
" leaf\: that part of it which I have feen." 

This is a formidable defdiption of the Middle 
Colonies, and well calculated to furnifh the reader 
with apologies for the want of fllccefs in the Ame
rican war: but it is truly vifionary. What COUnm 

tries the Major-general alludes to" I know not; 
and yet to prove that he is mif\:aken in his 
facts, will be no arduous talk. He has feen the 
plains on Long Wand, of thirty miles in length, 
and from [even to 'twelve in breadth, which 
are withom wood, or a fingle obl1ruction that 
can give one enemy the advantage over ano
ther. He has alfo feen- the country between 
New·York and Trenton, and between the head 
of Elk and Philadelphia, in which there is not a 
hill but what may be either afcended without dif
ficulty, or avoided by an army in its march. And 
when thefe hills are compared with thofe! of this 
country~ they are by no means f6 high, fo fieep, 
or fa difficult of accefs; but when Wf( compare 
them with the country from Albany to Montreal, 
and with Conigocheague Ridge, Sideling Hill, 
Ray's Hill, the Allegheny and LC),urel ridge of 
mountains, which may be jufl:ly fiykd the Ameri
can Alps, they are little more than mole· hills ; 
and yet thefe mountains, though full of ravipes 
?onp d~ngerous defiles, and although covered with 

C 2 wood» 
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wood, and poffeffed by an enemy wh,0fe talent in 
war is ambufcade, did not intimidate ,the bravery, 
nor obfiruCt the rr.arch, of an Amherft, a Forbes~ 
or a Bouquet; they faw them with contempt, and 
paired them in defpite of their-oppofing enemy. 

If the country which the General has feen ,s 
fvery where covered with wood, where do thofe im
menfe quantities of wheat, rye, barley, Indian 
~orn, oats, and buck-wheat, which furniili the 
inhabitants with food, and are exported to Eu
rope, find room to grow? Is it polli ble that a 
country, fettled one hundred years, and having fa 
many hundred thoufands of induftriolls inhabitant~ 
in it, can in any degree bear this defcription, and 
remain to this day a wildernefs? I imagine not. 
The real truth is, that the provinces of New Jer
fey and Pennfylvania, where the late operation!:; 
were carried Oil, are fettled, ~nd full of planta
tions, and at leaft two-thirds, and in many places 
five-fixth parts of it cleared of wood; and the 
wood confilts of large trees, ftanding at confider# 
able difrances, free from underwood, and eafily 

, [courto with cannon. Asto the" ravines," they 
muft be in proportion to the hills which I have 
defcribed. The" creeks," or rivulets, are all 
fordable, or. may be paffed by marching a few 
miles round; and there are no " marihes" or fenny 
grounds within the country. This ground, when 
cleared, is meadow, and of fix times the value of 

upland~ 
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upland, a.nd therefore the firft improved. . There 
are all faCts; well -known to the people of that 

country, and which can be proved by many gen
tlemen now in London. How then can it be por
fible that this country can be, what the General has 
attempted to prove in the Houfe of Commons~ 
f' the ftrongeft country in the world ?" 

" 1 foal! now proceed, fays the General, 'lCiith my 
remarks, page by pageY As I have no particular 
object ion to this method, I will do myfelf the ho

. nour of firiEtly attending him. 

In page 3, of the Letters, I have aJ!erted, " That 
.t, in this cOllntry we have lately feen two armies, 

" one meditating its conqueft, theo~her its de
"fence. 'Vve have feen the Britiih army pene
" trating into its heart, a circuit of near two hun. 
~, dreq,miies, .from Long Wand, by the White 
.H Plains, tQ Trenton, and from the Elk Ferry to 

" Philadelphia, in defiance of the utmoji efforts of 
'.' an enemy perfectly acquainted with every ad
" vamageous fpot of ground; and we have feen 
"tha.t army taking, with eafe and littlelofs, ev-ery 
" ftrong poft polfeifed by the enemy, who have 
~, fled at its approach.?' 

Page 39.1 (C This defcriptio~," fays the .Gel1e~ 
raJ, " is int1'oduced to .prove tf.!(lt th.ecountry is not 
~( V:ERY STRONG NOR IMPRACTICABLE; but it only 
" proves, that the Gen(1rals and officers, comtnanding 
H the feveral corps, :were ·i:1J.dejaligqble in thetr duty, 

2 <c and 
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~~ and Jurf110unted all the difficulties which they met: 
~~ with in thofe marches." 

I have never enquired, nor' am I now enquiring 
into the condutt: of the officers of the army; nor 
have I ever had any rea[on to do [0. Whenever led 
on to aCtion, their conduCt has ihewn that they were 
aCtuated by honour, and a love of their country; 
and I therefore acknowledge, that they were indefa
tigable (that is~ not fatigued) in their duty, when.,. 
ever called to it; becaufe I am confident tha~ 

many, if not all, would have furmounred difficul
ties tenfold as great as any of thofe to which they 
were led, and not think it a fatigue. In the whole 
tenor of my Letters, I have only cenfured the in
dolence and mi{conduCt of their Leader; my cen .. 
fures could not, in jufi:ice, extend further. 

Ibid.] H The Commander in Chief, however~ 

~c will be Juppofed to have had lome Jhare in the 
" merit of theft JuccejJes." 

He certainly had; I wil~ not only fuppofe it~ 

but frankly confefs it. Whenever the General 
found himfelf either difpofed, or under a necejJityof 
meditating a blow againfl: the enemy, he never 
failed of fuccefs. At Long l11and and,the White. 
Plains, in the progrefs of the army to the Dela
ware, and at the Brandywine, he fucceeded as far 
as he chofe: had he preifed the advantages his 
truly judicious manreuvres gave him, he might 
.~ave ended the rebellion. I have not ce;nfured 

th~ 
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the General for want of abilities; this is a failing 
for which he ought not to be cenfmed; the blame 
in that cafe would juftly fall on his employers. My 
ftriCtures are confined to his non-exertion of thofe 
military abilities which were demonftrated in his 
mancetlvres on Long lfiand and the Brandywine, 
and that undaunted courage v."hich was fe> appa
rent in the aCtion at Bunker's Hill. 

Ibid.] "But it is not trtie, that the enemy always 
" fled at our approach, 110r that we took all their 
" flrong pofls with eafe and little loft." 

Here the General takes advantage of the words 
H always fled," and, to ferve the p~rpofe of con
tradiCl:ing me, applies them to all the conduct of 
the rebels in the general aCtions. A fmall lhare of 
candom, or a little attention to the paragraph he 
cites to make out this contradiction, would have 
taught him, that I did not allude to the battles of 
Long Wand, Fort Wafhington, or Brandywine. 
I had in the fame paragraph declared, cc that the 
" Britifh army had penetrated from Long Wand, 
" by the Wl1ite Plains, to Trenton, i11 defiance of 
H the utmoft efforts ot: the enemy," including the 
very inftances he mentions; and therefore he might 
have perceived, that the words" always fled" could 
only refer to thofe formidable unfortified " pofls," 
which are to be found" in every quarter of a mile," 
and even in " everyone hundred yards," in that 
country, the beft of aU other cOl.lOrries " calcu-

" lated 
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c/ .. lated for the deJenjive;" And here rriy expret. 
fion will be found ftriCtly true; for it is known 
that the rebels fled at the approach of the Royal 
army, at Newark, Brunfwick, Prim:etonj twice at 
Trenton, near Newport in NewcafiJe county, and 
at Gollien in Pennfy Ivania *; at feveral of which 
places, had they been purfued by 5000 Britilh, 
their army muft have been utterly ruined. 

Ibid.] "Much might be faid upon the fiate 
H of loyalty in America. SaM E are loyal from 
H principle, MANY from interejl, MANY from refent

." meltt; and there are OTHERS who wiJh fuccefs to 
" Great Britain, from a t'ecrJlleClion of the happineJs 
H they enjoyed under her government," 

While I exprefs my furprife at, I cannot help 
thanking the General for, this candid confeffio'n 
refpeCting the loyalty of the people of America. 
It amounts to a full acknowledgment 9f all I have 
contended for in the Letters refpeCting it. The 
force of the facts I have alledged, has, I truft, ex
torted it from him-but, I apprehend, llnwarily; 
otherwife he wOllld not have taken IIp near four 
p3ges to difprove the facts adduced in fupport of 
a truth he fo fully confeffes. The tafk of rec,On
tiling this confemon to his attempt, in the Haufe 
of Commons, to prove that the" Americans were 
" almoft lllliverfally diiloyal," I cheerfully leave 
to thofe wh(f) wilrundertakeit. 

,~ See the General's Letters. 
I had 
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I had {aiel in the Letters, that fame, who were 

1-llgh in office in America, in order to juftify the 
neglect aud inhuman treatment which his MiJjejiy's 
faithful Jubjefts had received, and to throw a veil 
over that milconduCt which had wafted, unnece[
farily, many millions for the nation,. facrificed its 
trut intereft, . and loft its hODour, were the inven
tors of the report of the univerfal diiloyalty of the 
Americans. To this the General anfwers, 

Page 39.] (( I am at a loJs to know what fpe~ 
q des of neg/eft and inhumanity is here' meant; 1 
~, am contented that firiftures ./hould be made upon my 
H profeJlional cdnduft, but I feel myfelf hurt as a man 
H when I am accufed of inhumanity." 

Ever pleafed to do the General Jufiice, I will 
relieve his feelings as a man'; and I willi I could 
alfo relieve thofe which he mull: experience as an 
officer. There is nothing in my Letters which 
charges him with doing perJonally a llD?,le act of 
inhumanity. My firictures were confined to his 
" profeffional conduCt;" and the fubfequent part 
of my Letters explains what I mean by the inhu
man treatment which his Majefty's faithful fub
JeCts had received; and, as he has mifunderftood 
me, } will again explain it. Tl~e inhuman treJt
ment alluded to, was the indifcriminate plunder 
fuffered to be committed, by the foidiery under 
his command, on Staten Iil:wd, Long Wand, the 
White Pl a;'ls, and in the province of New Jerfey~ 
where f'ienc: and foe, IOy<JJiH i1f,d r/'·I)f·l~. met wi,th 

n the 
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tne fame fate; a feries of continued plunder; which 
was a drfgrace to an army pretending to difcipline, 
and which, while it tended to rdax the difcipline 
of the troops, could not fail to creare the greateft 
avedion, even in the breaft of loyalty itfelf, to a 
fervice which, under the fair pretence of giving 
them proteCtion,' robbed them, in many inftances, 
of even the neceffaries of life. 

In vain, I imagine, will the General plead, be
fore the candour ;nd humanity of the public, his
orders and proclamations forbidding plunder. 
Laws, without execution, are but a dead letter; 
and his orders and proclamations, fo often re
peated, without puniiliing the atrocious offenders, 
were confidered as blank paper; and the plunder
ing continued as mllch after as before they were 
iffued, until he paired into Pennfylvania, where, 
having made illl example or two of the delinquents, 
.the plunder in a great meafure ceafed. Had this 
mifchief been nipped in the- bud by a f~w exam
ples, which might have been eafily done in im 
army fo perfectly fubmiffive to dif~ipline in every 
other refpeCt as the Britifh was, the relaxa
tion in difcipline which loll: Trenton, the im
premons made on the minds of the Loyalifts,to, 
the prejudice of the King's fervice, and the difgrace 
that was brought on the honour, ju1tice> and hu
manity of Britain, could not have taken place. 

To, vindicate himfelf againft this vifionary charge 

of perfona! inhumanity, he tells us, page 40, of 
6 h~ 
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his great humanity and benevolence to the people 
of Roaon, ,and. that" it is upon record (Proclama. 
". tion 28th Oflober, '77 5), that their Jervices were 
" courted, by' recommending adefenfive a}Jociation ; 
" aJid that arms were offered to all who would declare 
" tbemJelves willing to contribute their o.jJiftance in 
." the preJervation of good order .and governme(Jt 
C( within the town of B0ftolZ." . 

What his behaviour was to the peop1e of Bof
ton, they can be£l: inform the pu bIic; the taik I 
have affumed, is, only to enquire into his conduct 
in the Middle Colonies. Why, then, not tell us 
of his wife and prudent conduct there? Was 
it becaufe he is confcious that it was not fo 
wile and prudent in the MiddleCblonies as at 
Bofron r If this fenfe of the. matter did not prevail 
with him, it was impolitic to mention this procla
mation; becaufe it on1y informs us, that he knew 
what ought to be done, arid did it not. To draw 
arfifrance to the Britifh force, wherever he ope
rated, was moPe certainly his duty. If the Loy .. 
aliPes in Bofron were to be trufted, when affoci
ated, with arms, men of the fame principles were 
to be equally trufted in the provinces of New 
York, New' Jerfey, and Pennfylvania, where they 
were more numerous: Why then was there not a 
like proclamation iffued in alW of thefe provinces? 
Had this been done, the falutary effeCl:s are obvi
OtiS, from an indubitable faCl:. Since his refigna
tion, upwards of 5000 LoyaliPcs are embodied in 

D 2 arms 
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arms for the defence of New York. H~d tqis 
been done, it would have enabled Sir H. Clinton 
to have led, infteadof between two and three, at 
leatl: 8000 men, i~ a diverfion in favow of the 
Northern army, and 'faved it; fqr Sir Henry 
did not leave more regul~rs, than the humber of 
Loyalifl:s, thus embodied, for the defence of Ne\¥ 
York, when he patied up the North river, and 
found himfelf too weak to proceed. Had this 
been done, he might, if he did not choofe to fup
port the Northern army, have taken at leaft 5000 

men more with him to Pennfylvania; a number 
equal to Wafhington's whole force, the greater 
part of the tim~ the two armies were in that rro~ 
VInce. 

And had the like proclamation been iffued in 
:New Jerfey, when the General was at Trenton, 
and had driven Wafhington's enfeebled army, of 
3<190 men, and all the officers of the rebel State, 
out of tbe province; and when the General him
felf inc3qtioufiy coddfes, " that his fuccefft's had 
~' intimida~ed the leaders of the rebellion; and 
~' nearly induced a general fubmiffion *," all thofe 
men in New J erfey, who were loyal (C from prin
" cipk, from intere(t, from refentment, and from 
" ~ recollection of the happinefs they enjoyed 
H under the Britirl1 government," would have 
aifociatedin arms, and formed a folid barrier of 

_ # Narrative, p. 40. 
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defence againfl: every-attempt of the rebels, excep~ 
that of Wafhington's army. 

And had the General iffued the,like proclama
tion, when in Philadelphia, he would have ob
tained a militia of 3500' men. H ad he invited the 
people in the peninfula between the Delaware and 
Che[apeak, to affociate, and affift him in arms; 
and had he, as he was requefred, landed a few 
men to fupport them~ and to, furnilh them with 
anns and ammunition; the ,2000 Loyalifts, who 
had affociated, in lefs than three days, in three of 
the th'irteen counties only, would have been im
mediately in arms ~n the part of Great-Britain; 
and' no man, who is acquainted with the general 
loyalty of the people of that country, can doubt, 
but that their numbers would have increafed, in a 
month, to 6000, if not gooo men. Nothing,could 
have been wanting to have carried this meafure 
lnto complete effett, 'and to have reduced this pe
ninfula to the peace pf the Crown,bm a fmall 
port at Wilmington, to cover that country; be
(;aure, while that pofl:remained, Wafhington could 
not, with any degree of prudence, truft his army, 
or any part of it, ~n that peninfula. This would 
have been a [nare ipto which the Britilh General 
ought to have led him, and out of which he could 
not have extricated himfelf: he would in that cafe 
have been between the affociated Loyalifts and the 
poft at Wil~nington, where the Briti!h army might 
have been tranfpolJed' by water in one, or have 

m,arched 
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marched by land in two days, from Philadelphia. 
All thefe truths muit, upon a !light view of the 
chart' of that country, ftrike the military eye with 
inftantaneous conviCtion; and yet that invitation 
aNd encouragement which he boafts of having 
publilhed at Bofton, was in this' country ihame
fully negleCted. 

The General acknowledges, that he found in, 
Philadelphia 4482 * male inhabitants capable of 
bearing arms. Of this number there were not 
fifty who had taken any'part againft the Britifh 

, government; the reft, being about one eleventh 
part of the inhabitants, had fled; le[s than 1000 

were ~akers: fo that, had the General pur[ued 
the fame wife mea[ure in Philadelphia which he 
did at Bofton, and which General Knyphaufen 
afterwards pl.lrfued at New York; had he fuffer
ed the people to have chofen their. own officers, 
and embodied themfelves for the defence of the 
city; a militia of 3500 men, befides the

4
nume

rous refugees who attended him, would have 
formed an armed force~ which, with a few veifels 
of war, and 1000 regular troops, would have 
been a fufficient defence for that 'city againft any 
force of the enemy, - except WaDlington's army. 
This would have enabled him to have marched 
put with his whole force againfr Wafi1ington, 
~hile he remained from December to the middle 

.~ Narra\jve~ p. 54~ 
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of June with his reduced, fickly, and half-ftarved 
army at the Valley Forge, where that army might 
have been attacked in their weak intrenchments, 
or furrounded and befieged, and reduced by fa .. 
mine in one week at fartheft, and an end have 
been put to the rebellion *. 

Page 4r is employed in entertaining the reader 
with. the profufo liberality of the General towards 
/VIr. Galloway, and wtth Jome oblique general charges, 
Jlri~ing at his popularity and integrityo 

What either that Gentleman's popuiarity or in
tegrity has to do with Sir William Howe's mili
tary conduCt, the reader will be puzzled to difcern. 
I !hall not the~s:fore, in this Repb', undertake a 
vindication of Mr. Galloway's perfonal charaCter. 
Bur, at the fame time, I cannot help obferving, that 
gener~l charges againft either a public or private 
charaCter are little b.etter than affaffinations in the 
dark, againft which the moft perfect innocence 
has no chance of guarding itfelf. The charges 
againfr the General in my Letters are fo parti
cular, fpecific, and defined, tnat he might, if 
he could, vindicate himfelf againft them. But his 
honour, it [eems, has not led him to deal thus ho~. 
nourably by Mr. Galloway. 

In order to prove that many of the Pennfylva
nians were attached to the Britifh government, 

* See a Letter fr0rI! a Committee t.O the Prcfident of Con-
grefs, in the Appendix, 

I have 
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I have affertecl1 that during our poffeffion of Phi.' 
Jadelphia, the people of 'the country, :;It the rifqt,le 
of their lives, had fupplied the Britifh army, 
navy, and inhabitants, a,mounting to not lefs than 

,50 ,000 p~rfons, ,with all kinds of provifions" while 
they refufed thefe fupplies to the rebel General., 
Thefe faCts Sir William Howe does, nO,t :venture' 
to~'~ny.' I thought, a~d frill think, they fully 
fupport the matter I wifiled to prove. In [0 great 
a conteit, in the even,tof which the feelings;, the 
intereft,' andhappinefs of mankind were fo deeply 
.invol~ed~ and their p~mons fo y~olently engageq, 
neutrality ,of fentime!1t or attachment is unprece. 
dented~is impoffible. ' , Men'$ opinions and willies 
will become fixed in favot,lr of oQe fide or the 
other ; arid I concluded" how reafonably the 

, Reader ,will determine, that thofe men who vo~ , ' 

Iuntarily fupplied Wafhington's army ag~nft their 
Sovereign, were rebels; ~nd that thofe w ho,every 
mile th~ypaiTed, rifqu~d their lives, a'nq. yet at tha:i: 
rifque fupplied the King'st,roops wi~h provino'ris: 
from fiVe to ,an, hundred' miles difiance, were 
fri~nds and faithful' fubjeCts. But it,' feerns ,the 
General is of a different opinion.-:-' Hear his 
arguments. 

Page +2.J ,,~ 'I'hat tbepeop!c of the country) 
t' brought in jrejh- provijions to us, and refufed fuch 
:,: /!pplies,;J,s much as they 'DARED, to, the rebel 
" C (}ter,a(, is certain. Kt,:t," :/&' '10) admit, tkat 
" tt)!,s' 'mduft proceeded from tpe motives, afcri·bcd 

" by 
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" 'by the Author. '['he people of the country had no 
cc opinion of the value of CongreJs money. Cfhey 
" knew they jhould receive moflly hard money in 
" payment; and they had an opportunity of carrying 
" back with them a variety of neceJ!ary articles.
" ,[,heft, I apprehend, were the real motives of all 
" that kind of ajjiflance which we procured from fhl! 
" coimtry pe()ple." 

What a horrid idea of human nature mu!! the 
General have entertained when he drew thefe con
c1ulions! WOllld not a little charity have convinced 
him, that men who were loyal" from principle
&, from refentment,-from a recolleetion of for
"mer happinefs," and whofe actions ftrictly 
correfponded, . were actuated 'by motives ;nore 
honourable and more virtuous, than that of ac
quiring a little hard money and a few neceffaries ? 
Can it be pomble that he could believe, that the 
honour of " principle," the powerful impulfes of 
juft refentment for injuries fu£tained, and a lively 
fenfe of former" happinefs," of which they had 
been wantonly deprived,- were all effaced by fuch 
paltry and tranfitory confiderations? Did he pafs 
this fevere, this truel judgment on the faithful 
fubjetts of his Sovereign, and the tried friends of 
his country, by his own feelings-the teft bf his 
Qwn actions? Were the Loyalifts, whom the 
General, after all the am.ftance they had given 
to him, has thus ungratefully traduced', to' re
'taliate, with how much more reafon might they 

E fay, 
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fay, That he had facrificed his military fame, his 
duty to his "Sovereign and his fellow~[ubjects, and 
the intereft and [afery of his country, to the 'dirty 
purpofes of a faction, whofe whole conduCt is 
founded on private intereft and ambition! . 

Page 43'] "'l'heAuthor jays, they did this AT 

" THE RISQYE OF THEIR LIVES. 'l'here was itt' 

~'faa THAT APPEARANCE ; but I ai~ays sus· 
H PECTED that General JV(1.jhington, tbrough policy;. 
H connived at this kind of c~mmerce." ' 

The argument here refts, upon the feeble [up
port of· the General's "fufpicion," while he ac
knOwledges that " appearance" was againft that 
fufpicion. If appearance was againr-c it, upon 
what was his fufpicion founded? It could not 
be upon facts; for in that cafe his opinion could 
flot reft i~ fufpicion. In truth, the facts were aU 
~gainft it: For' what could induce Wafhington to 

keep different pofts furrounding the Britifh lines, 
and conftant pat roles, frequently coming within 

. Light of them, but to prevent a fupply of proyi-
110pS r Thefe patroles put to death, without he
fitation, feveral perf ODS, for no other offence than
that 'of fupplying the Britilh troops. Some were 
Hied by a court-martial, and received two hun
dred lalhes; and others were branded by a hot_ 
iron in the hand, with G H, and [eDt into the 
Britifh lines, as a mark of contempt of the Bri-

. tifh GeneraL And yet all this is not fufficient to 
remove his" fufpicions" of the difloyalty of thefe 

. faithful: 
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faithful people, nor to ind llce him to believe that 
his enemy, who was beueging him, inte;dedto 
deprive him of th.e mean~of fllbGfting his troops. 

Ibid.] ",(he General is at a loft to underftand 
" what 1 mean by many tbou/ands of Loyalifls con
" eeaZing th~mfelves in diflant provinces, and taking 
" refuge among the fa-vlliges, to avoid entering into tbe 
~, war." 

I did not mean, as he fufpecrs, "the infurgent£ 
C' of Carolina;" and if I had, I fhould have thought 
that a General who had commanded his Majefty'~ 
army, might have found a word more' defcrip~ 
tive of a number of Loyalifts who had ta~en up 
arms .under the authority of his Majefty's Gover-
. nor, to fupport his government, than the word 
infurgen/. ,Hoyvever, the men alluded to were 
thofe who, when draughted from the militia of the 
~ebelStates, rather than ferve in their army, fled 
the provinces from whence they were draughted, 
into others where t,hey were not known. Many 
took refuge among the Indians, and have finee 
joined Colonel Butler and Captain Brant, and are, 
now [erving againft the rebels. This was a com
mon praCtice·; "and it was partly owing to this 
praCtice that Wafhington's continental army has 
been (0 [mall ever fince their defeat on Long Wand, 
as not to amount~ at a11Y one time, to more than 
lO>QOO men. 

E 2 To 
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To my a(fertion, " That many' thoufands carne 

«, over to the Britifh ,troops for protection," the 
General anfwers, 

Ibid. ] H I aver, that at no time did mm in 
~c numbers come over to the Brt"ti/h troops." 

Here he does not venture to deny the faCl: aJ· 
ledged, yet he mani~eftly intends to miD ~2d the 
reader. And to do this, he is obliged to add the 
words, "at no time," and '~ in numbers." Thus 
he artfully' attempts to avoid a faa which cannot 
be denied. ' I did not afi'err, that thoufands came 
over " at one time," or" il'1 numbers." The 
General [uffered Wafbington to fuperintend his 
lines at New York with fo much circumfpeEtion, 
as not to [uffer the Loyalifts to come in in num
bers; and when he went to Pennfylvania, the 
people were ordered, by his declaration, to "re
~, main peaceably at their ufual places of abode/' 

But had the faEt been denied, it could be [up
ported by the. number of refugees, perfecuted o:~ 

account of their loyalty, who caQ1e from time to 
time into, Philadelphia and New York, many of 
)Whom are at this time embodied in corps in 
his Majefty's fervice. And it appears from the 
teftimony of Lord Cornwallis (p~ 6!t), that, while 
the Britiih army was at Trenton and Bordentown, 
"three or four hundred of the inhabitants'~ 
came in every {lay for tm days (that is, while the 
troo.ps ftaid there), and received certificates fOF 
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their protection; and he might have faid with 
truth, that before the taki'ng of Trenton, not 
lefs than feven thoufand had, in the fpace of three 
weeks_only, received thofe certificates. But thefe 
certificates were of little ufe to the unhappy peo., 
pIe ;-,-all who were in or near the Britifu lirie~ 

. were plundered, and the faith of the General, 
pledged to the people by his proclamation, was 
fhamefully violated. 

Upon my affertiqoz T:lat" the foot and caval .. 
" ry fent over to America, amollOted to 52,815; 
" and of that Dumber 40,874 "Nere under the 
~, command of Sir Vlilliam Howe," the General 
obferves, 

Page 45.] "The Autbor would here i'mpreJs the 
" Reader with an opinion, that, AT THE TIl\~E OF 

" MY 'ARRIVAL AT 0TATEN ISLAND, my army 
~, amounted to 48,874., ami, the rebel army to 18,000, 

." militia included." 
The conclufion here drawn from my words, I 

may venture to aifen, never was made by any 
candid and fenfible reader. The words are inde
finite as to the time or times when the troops were 
fent, and convey nothiqg more, tha~ that all the 
troops fent over amounted to 52,815, of which 
troops Genl::(al Howe had 4b,874 under his com
mand. But what could he do? He could not 
peny the faEt; and it was too important an 
evidence of his indolence and mifcondllC1: to be 
palJed over in filence; arid therefor~ he refolves 
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. to torture my general expreffions to a particular 
meaning, in order to divert the reader from re
flecting on the fuperiority of his force to that of 
the rebels .. Indeed, I have often oecauon to ad
mire the like ikill and ingenuity in the courfe of 
his obfervations: for where-he cannot fafelyat •. 
tack in front, he [eldom fails to make u[e of fha
tagem to get round his opponent. What pity it . 
is! Vvhat millions would have been faved to the 
nation, what heavy difafrers to his country would 
.he have prevented, had he difcovered equal fkili. 
or the like ftratagem, in furrounding and attacking 
his inferior and undifciplined enemy in America! 

The art here made life of v .. ill appear yet more 
,barefaced, when the rez:der is reminded, that in 
the Appendixw my Letters, I ftate his numbers 
in Auguf!: 1776, when he was at Staten Wand; at 
not more than 24,000 men. But he contends, 
that I have exaggerated his numbers; for that 
when he landed from Staten Wand on Long Wand, 
he had only "20~I2I rank a1Zdfile, of which 1677 
" were lick." To diminifu his real force, he here 
gives us only the rank and file, omitting the nu
merous officers, from himfelf down to a drul'nmer, 
which generally am?unt, in every corps, tanear , 
one uxth part of the whole. 1 am not a military 
man; my defign was to lay before my country 
his real force, that they might form a juft judg~ 
ment of his conduCt. I have not therefore wroti 
ill a military dialt;cr; and if I ha~, f~w of my 
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readers would have underftood me'; and coul'eJ 
I believe that I Dad mifreprefented his real force 

. in anyone inftance, through the want of that 
knowledge, it would give. me pain. But this I 
have not done. His own returns laid before the 
Houfe of Commons, in the laft, year, will prove, 
that he had at Staten Wand, 24,464 effectives, 
rank ahd file, and fit for duty; and~ in the whole> 
26,980, officers not included, who, when added> 
wili amount to 31,625' 

Ibid.] He finds much fault with myeitimate 
of his real numbers; and adds, " If I were t(j 

" lollow the Author's mode of computation, when ht 
"flates the number of men under my command, I 
" jhould fay, and from better authority, that Gene
" ral Wajhington had under his command in May 
" J776, in the feveral provinces, an army of 86,000' 

" men;" and he refers to a return of the rebel 
ftrength i~ May 1776, printed at New York. 

The General does not lay any firefs on this 
fhatp retu~n. He knew its fallacy: It was a re
turn Of men raifed, and' intended to be raifed, 
and which were never raifed, calculated to give 
him a formidable idea of the rebel force; and 
bei.ng ridiculous in itfelf, it is produced to render 
my eftimate of his own force ridiculous and falfe., 
But, to expofe his evafion of what he does not 
venture to deny, I will give the reader his real 
numbers from his own returns. The firft column 
fhall contain the tot,al effeCtives rank and file"; the 
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fecond, the total army, officers included; the 
third, that of the American army; that every 
·unprejudiced and impartial reader may compare 
the Britifh force with that of the rebels. For, 
after all our inqUiries into the minute tranfac
tions of any military command, the firft queftion 
of a man of fenfe will be, vVhat was the refpec
tive force and difcipline of the two contending 
armies? 

1776• 
Total EfFeEt:ives, Total Army, Total 

Rank and File. Officers included. Rebel Force. 

Aug. 9. 24,247 29",308 1$,000 * 
Nov. 22. 26,980 3 1,755 4,000 
Dec. 3,300 t 

1777· 
July 17- 30 ,049 35,°47 8,000 

Such was the fiate of the force under Sir William 
Howe's immediate command, exclLlfive of the 
garrifon at. Rhode IOand, which added, amounts, 
in the whole, to 40,874; and fuch the numbers 

, 

,.. General Robertfon fays, m his Examination, the rebel 
force was only 16,c 00. 

t See the General's Narrative, p. S. Walhington attacked 
Colonel Rhal with his whole force, except Cadwallader's bri
gade, which did not confill: of 500 men; and thofe were pre
vented. by the ice, from crofiiag the Delaware, and attacking 
:Bordentown, at which place Colonel Donop had left only 80 
grenadiers. At this time the remains of Lee's corps had joined 
Walhingtoo, who before had not :.1 800 men. 
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ef his inferior, and truly contemptible, enemy, 
notwithib.ndingJ as the General coOfeiTes, "eve
" ry compulfory 'means *" was made ufe of to 
increafe them; and yet he fuffered that enemy~ 
lying in an unfortified poft, within twenty miles 
of his quartel-s:, to harafs and diftrefs his troops from 
January to July, without taking a lingle itep to 
diOodge them. -

The fame unjuftifiable indolence and mifcon": 
duct attended his proc-eedings while in Philadel
phia. Here the General lay in his quarters all, 
the winter and fpring, until the month of June; 
contenting himfelf with fending out occafional 
parties to cover the loyaliits; who were continually 
feeding the officers of his army with ::<11 the deli
cacies and luxuries which the country afforded. 
To fupport this charge; nothing more will be ne
ceffary, than to lay before the public a few faCts. 
notoriolls in America, and to many gentlemen now 
in England. 

Although the General; in page 60, aiferts, that 
his whole force at Philadelphia was no more than 
1.-.:;,799. rank and file) it does appear, by his own· 
returns, that he had, on the 3d of October, after 
the battle of Brandywine; 15,898 effectives, rank 
and file; total, rank and file, 17;752; and, when 
the officers are added, '20,680. With this force, 

• See his Letter to Lord George Gel main, Febru:lIY 12, 
1777· See alfo his Letter, March 5, 1778. 
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a few men loft in the battlce of Germantown ex~ 

cepted, he went into winter-quarters in Phila
delphia, where he fays it was" well accommo

" dated." 
,I Wamington, with about 9000 men, took up 
his qtiarters at the Valley Forge, within twenty 
miles of Philadelphia. Having no hou[es for 
his troops, he was obliged to build uncomfortable 
huts with rOllnd logs, filled in with clay, and 
covered with 100fe {haw and dirt) in fuch a man
ner as not to fecure them from the weather. This 
fituation the General, in his letter of the 5th of 
March, defcribes in thefe words: "The rebel 
c< army continues in the fame fituation as- when I 
" had laft the honour of writing to your Lordfhip, 
" hutted at Valley Forge, where their men fuffer 
" exceedingly from the very inclement weather, which 
" has induced' numbers to defert," The camp
diforder raged among his men, which obliged him 
to efl:ablifh no Iefs than eleven hofpitals; and 
many died, many deferted to their ieveral pro
vinces, and near 3000 of them came over to the 
Britifh army. From thefe circumftances, his 
army was reduced, before-the month of March, 
to lefs than 4000 men; and' by far the greater 
part of thefe were in a manner naked; many 
without fhoes or ftockings, a~d but few, except 
the Virginians, with the neceffary clothing * 

• Mr. GallolVay's Examination, p. 27, 28,29,3 0 • 
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His hor[es were in a condition yet wor[e; they 
were conftantly expofed to ihowers of rain, and 
falls of fnow, both day and night; rnany of them 
died; the reft were fo emaciated as to be unfit for 
labour; and, in addition to this diftrefsful fitua
tion, Waihington had not in his camp, at anyone 
time, one week's provifions either for man or horfe, 
and fometimes hii men were totally defticute*. 

Wafhington's c~mp was by no means difficult 
of accefs; far lefs fo than the pofts occupied by 
him,at the Brandywine; and in one part of the 
front the arcent was fcarcely perceptible, and his 
rear was commanded by hi~her ground. His 
ditches were not three feet in depth; nor was there 
a drummer in the Britiih army, who could not, with 
the utmoi1 eafe, leap over them; and his defences 
might have been battered down with fix-pounders. 

This is not an exaggerated piCture of the rebel 
army, nor of the weaknefs of its fiwation.'A 
brief account of it I have given in my Letters, 
page 87, which the General, in his Defence, has 
not denied; indeed, he has -thought it prudent to 
take no notice of it, any more than of many of 
the moft important charges contained in thofe 
Letters. Upon thefe faces I leave the candour 
of the public to find, if it can be found, a reafon 
why the General did not attack, or furround, and 

.. Se;e 3 better, in the Appendix, from a Committee of Con

gre[s appointed to enquire into the State of Wafhington's 
!lImy. 
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take by riege, \V Jfbington's whole army. His 
numbers were gre:ncr than thole of the rebels, who 
furrollnded and took a Britif11 army, under Ge
neral Burgoyne, of 400:) veteran troops, in a 
fituation not fo difcrefsfll1 as that of Vvafhing
"ton. 

Numerous are the inl1ances in which the Geneu 
ral has perverted my mean:ng to his own purpofes. 
1 have charged him with "declining to troLl: the 
C( faithful and loyal fubjeCls with arms, or to make 
~, ufe of the well-aJf~'fted force ilz tbe Colonies, to 
" t'j}i/i him ilz reducing, or in d~fendiJlg after reduced., 
~, either cities or pro'Uimes." In this charge I al
luded ~o his declining to embody the Loyaliits, 
as a militia, in New York, New lerfey, ar.d 
Philadelphia. In New York,. the militia, which 
he declined to embody, amounts to 5cOO men. In 
New Jerfey, upwards of fifty of the firLl: men in 
the county of Monmouth, &c. came in to offer 
their fervice in difarming the difaffeCled, and tore
ftore the province to the peace of the Crown; but 
they could not procure accef's to the General, al
though their wifhes were communicated to his Aid 
de Camp. They returned to their rdpeClive fa
milies, chagrined and dirgull:~d-at the hauteur of 
the Gen~ral; lome of them) notwitbftanding, are 
now -at New York, under the proteClion of the 
Britifh army, having ab.lndoned their property, 
hazarded their lives, and facri6ced the h8ppinef~ 
of their familiq. At Philadelphia, at leaft 3,;500 

faithful 
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faithful militia might have been eri.1bodied in arms 
for the defence of that city, while the army ope~ 
rated againft WaD1ingron; and had the General 
at the fame time cordially invited the Loyalifts to 
take up arms, as a militia, in theirfeveral coun
ties, under gentlemen in whom they had a confi
dence, for the particular purpofes ,of feizing on 
and difarming ,the difaffeB:ed to Government,_ and 
defending their feveral di£hiCts, the whole pro
vince of Pennrylvania, and the extenfive peninfula 
below, would have been refcored to the peace of 
the Crown before the end of the campaign. 

To parry this charge, the General afr:~rts, page. 
56, " Many of my proclamatiolls cont(!ined invita
" lions to arms, and promifes.of large CJJcourage-

• C' mmt.'" Vi/here thefe proclamations are to, be 
found,' he has nOt told us; they never were pub4 
iiihed in Pennfylvani;l, New York, or New Jer
Jey; and 1 verily believe they never were written. 
The proclamation iffucd in' 1776, in New Jerfey, 
contained nothing moce than a promife of pardon 
and proteCtion to tboie wbo Ibo~lld come in and 
take the oaths of allegiance; thaL at the head of 
Elk refted only in promifing the people proteCtion 
[rom the" depredations of his army," and caIrlng 
on the difafreCtecl " to remain peaceably at their 
" ufual. places of abode." The General furely 
cannot here mean the ~, many proclamations" iffued 
within his lines, inviting the people to enlift in the 
fegular Provincial fervice? This cannot be; be ... 

caufe, 
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(aure, to ufe his own words, it would be " a quib-

" ble which would never have entered into the' 
~, head of an Engldl1" nor of an American 

.'< lawyer." 
Before I leave the 1 aft- mentioned proclamation~ 

I cannor, in juflice to the charaCter of Mr. Gallo

way" avoid tii.king [orne notice of a paragraph in 
Page 55.J ~'As this declaration was calculated 

" fur the meridian of Penn[ylvania, of the people 

" of which province Mr. Galloway profeffed an 

" intimate knowledge, I confulted him previouJ!y 
H u pan it; I framed it agreeably to his ideas ~ 
It, when written, it had hi,S full approbation." 

Here, I hope, the General's memory has totally 
failed him. The faCts relating to this tranfaCtion 

are truly thefe, While the fleet lay at the Hook, on 

its way to the Chefapeak, and not before, Captain 
Montrefur brought this declaration, in manufcript~ 
from the General, to Mr. Galloway, with a requeft 
that he would confider it. Upon the firft view, a 
number of objeclions arofe; he immediately com

'mitled them to paper, fupported with his reafons. 
Thefe he returned, with the declaration, to Cap

tain Monrrefor, to be carried back to the Gene
ral. Upon Captain Montrefor's return, Mr. Gal,,! 
loway :lfked, what the General faid to his objec
tions. Tl:e anfwer was, that they were not ad

mitted ; for the declarations bad been already printed 
tdf at Ne·w York. 

This 



( 39 ) 

This is the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. Captain Montrefor, and two other gen
tlemen, were privy to this,tranfaCtion , whofe ho ... 
nour, I have no doubt, willleJd them to confirm 
it. On this par<1graph I iliall leave the reader to 
make his own comment, witb only obferving, that 
the General, in, every infrance where he has taken 
oecaGon to mention Mr. Galloway's conduCt and 
opinions, has been guilty of what charity would 
lead me to hope are only failures of memory. 

The General labours hard, in his N an-ative, to 
vindicate his condua in not fupporting'the N orth~ 
ern army. Nor ought we to be furprifed at it, as 
it was a negleCt which frrikes th~ mind on the firfl: 
reflection ;. a blunder to which we owe all our pre
fent misfortunes. His arguments may be com
prifed under three heads. 1ft, That he had no 
exprefs orders to fupport it; 2d, That he had not 
force fumcient; and, I 3d, That his So'uthen1 expe
dition was approved of by the Secretary of Scate. 

In reply to the firft argument, 1110uld we agree 
to what he afferts, that the exprefs 0rders to fup
port the Northern army were never received, yet 
we' know that a letter from Lord George Germain, 
of the 3d of March, . 1777, came to his hands on 
the 8th of May *. That in this letter be is in
formed, it was his Majefry's opinion, that" a warm 

* See Letter of this date in the Parliamentary Regi!l:er, '7~9. 
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C! diverfion fhould be made on the coaft" of the 
" MafTachufets;" and that the" benefits" which 
" muft inevitably refuIt" from it, are. pointed 
our, viz. "That it will not only tend much to 

" impede the levies" for the Continental army; 
but to the fecurity of our trade; and would" keep 
&, the rebels at bonze," for the internal defence of 
tbeir own reJpec7ive diflritis. A more wite, or a 
more necdfary diverfion, to fave the Northern 
army, could not have been devifed; and had it 
been performed at the time General, Burgoyne 
pafTed from Ticonderoga towards Albany, it muft 
have produced the effects his Majefiy wifely pre
diCted. Levies never were, nor can be made, ill 
the [cene and bul11e of war; and men will not 
leave the defence of their fire-fides, their prin
cipal (ea-pons, and moft valuable cities, to fight 
in a different province, and in diftant woods, where 
there is nothing to defend. 

This diverfion, therefor·e, had it been made, 
muft either have drawn General Gates, with his 
w hole army, to the defence of the capital cities 
on the fea coaft, or at leaft have detained at home 
more than one half of thofe men, which, by this 
neglect, were enabled to join his army; and in 
that cafe the Northern army could not have failed 
of overcoming, with eafe, every poffible difficulty. 

But I will fuppofe that no fuch diverGoD had 
been direEl:ed. The General could not but know, 
that the object of the two armies was the fame, 

and 
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and that it was the immediate buGnefs of both to 
form a junction. Was it not then his duty to 
fee fo large and important a reinforcement in a 
flate of fafety; at leaft, before he carried his army 
to a place which deprived him of the power to 
fupport it? However~ 'it feems, notwithftanding 
his Majefty's direttions, and the weighty im
portance of the meafure, th'at the General and his 
Noble Brother" confulted upon the expediency of 
" the diverGon *;" yet neither made it, nor took 
any meafures to fupport the Northern expedition; 
in confequence of which, a Britifh army paired 
under the yoke of rebellion. 

I have hitherto reafoned upon a fuppofition, that 
the General had noexprefs orders to co- operate 
with, and JOIn the North~rn army; and I tmit, the 
arguments I have advanced are fufficient to prove, 
that; in not doing it,' he aCl:ed contrary to his ma
nifefl: duty. But, to itrip him even of the ihadow 
of an excufe}· I will prove that he had tpofe orders, 
or what fully amounted to them. 

On the 25th of September, 1775, he received 
his commiffion of Commander in Chief t. On the 
9th of Oaober he undertakes to propofe the plan 
of his future operations; recommends the evacua
tion of Bofton, and that a body of 12,000 men be 

• Narrative, p. 12. 

t See his Letters to the Earl of Dartmouth, dated the 5th 
of November, and 9th of OCtober, 177 5' 
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employed "from New York, to open tbi! c()mmu. 
" nication with Canada in the firfl injlaJice," and 
that an army of Canadians and Indians from Ca
nada fhould meet him; and, that " the accom
" plifhment of the primary object for opening the 
" communication, being obtained by the two ar· 
" mies, thefe corps might take feparate routes 
" into the province of Maffachufet's Bay." And 
in his letter of the 2 d of April, 1777, he points 
Qut " the ~dvantages that might ari(e by fecuring 
H Albany and tbe adjacent country." 

StriB:ly conformable to thefe ideas of the Gene
ra], Government proceeded. His own army was re
inforced with numbers fo great, that it {huck him 
with utter amazement. Another army was formed, 
and ordered to proceed from Canada to jOin his 
troops at Albany.. On the 25th of March, the 
Secretary of State tranfmitted to Sir Guy Carle
ton, at ~ebec, the plan of operations for both 
armies; in which he is orde(ed " to detach Gene~ 
" ral Burgoyne," and to direct him, "fo de
" tached, to proceed with all pollible expedition 
'.s to Albany, and pitt him/elf under the command 0/ 
c.c Sir William Howe;" and further adds, " with 
~' a view of qllelling the rebellion as foon as pof
" fible,. it is become neceffary that the moil: Jpeed:! 
" junction of the two armies /hould be eJfefled." An 
official copy of this letter was tranfmitted t~ Sir 
William Ho'we for his information and direction, 

and 
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~nd ~as received by him on the 5th of June, fix: 
weeks before he fa,iled on his_ wild and unfortunate 
expedition to the Chefapeak. By thefy letters, the 
following truths are in full evidence: That, the 
plan of the Northern operations was the General's 

1)Wn, jlnd not the plan of Adminiftration: That 
he received written orders to " effect a fpeedy 
" junction" of the two armies3 and t,hat that jllnc~ 
tion was to be made at Albany. This is fo plain, 
that it w~uld b,e an affront to the reader's llnder
!tanding to fay more on the fubject. In vain will 
the General plead, that he never received his or
ders. For what end was the official copy of the 
plan of operati([)ns fent to him '? Was itto anfwer 
no purpofe? Or was it to fign~fy his Majefty's 
pleafme and orders refpecting thofe op~rations? 
How idleJ how truly trifling, then, m,uft this part 
of his Defence appear, when the junClion of the 
two armies was not {)nly conformable to his own 
plan,' but clearly pointed out- by rea[on, military 
duty, and by his Majefty's orders! 

As to his fecond objection, that h~ had not force 
fuffieienr, I need,only remind my reader, that the 
General had under his com!11and, on the 17th of 
July 1777, as appears by his own returns, 4 0 ,874 
men, oHlcers included. His Southern army con
fiJ1:ed of 20,680; the garrifon of Rhode Ifland re
quired only 2400, as he c()nfeffes in his fee ret 
letter of the zd April, 1777; his remaining force 
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was 17,794. In the fame letter, he ftates as fuf~ 
ficient for the defence of New York and New York 
Wand 3200, of Paulus Hook 300, of Stat~n Wand 
1200,; in the whole 4700. This number, deducted 
out of 17,794, will le'lve ~3,094, be fides 3000 

effectives, of the provincial corps under General 
Tryon. This will make the force under his COI11-

mand, exclufive of his Southern army, and his ne
ceifary garrifons, ) 6,094. I will aHa fuppofe, 
which is a very extravagant fllppoGtion, that every 
fixth man was an invalid, and it will leave 13,412 

effectives, whom he might have applled to the 
fupport of the Nonhern army; but, not inclined 
to fupport that army, he left ufelefs thoufaods if} 
the garrifon of Rhode Wand, and carried with 
him, in his wild circuitous voyage to the Chefa
peak, as many thollfands, equally unneceffary; 
for there was not the moft di(tant profpect that the 
enemy could ever raife an army, eqqal, in effec~ 
tive force, to 10,000 veteran troops. 

But further. He acknowledges, page 6r, that 
he" left at New York about 8,500 rank and file~ 
~, fit for duty." I have !hewn, thac he thought 
47 0 Q were competent to the defence of all his gar. 
rifons; why then did he not Qrder the remainincy 

o 
3800 to make the diyerfion on the coaas of New 
England, as had been directed by his Majefty ? a 
force abundantly more than fufficient, if properly 
conduCted, to have detained the whole militia of 
that country in the defence of· tbeir capital towns 

8 and 



( 45 ) 

and valuable fea-ports, which muf!: have enabled 
General Burgoyne to pafs without difficulty to 

New York~ 
The third argument remains to be examined. 

The General, in his Narrative, as well as in his 
Obfervations, repeatedly declares that the Secretary 
of State approved of his" expedition to Pennfyl
"vania." This affertion is of the fame complex
ion with that of Mr. Galloway's approving of a 
,proclamation, at a time he had never heard of it~ 

The faCts are: In his letter on the 20th of Janu
ary, 1777, he proPQfes " to detach a corps only to 
" enter the Delaware by lea, and the main body of 
'.' the army to penetrate into Pennfylvania byway 
Cf of JerJey." This meafure was founded in the 
fpundeft policy, and jufti6ed by common fenfe; 
becaqfe, had it been purfued, Wafhington, having 
at that time only 80()O men, muft have fought, or 
fled before him om of New Jerfey, over the De
laware. Wafhington's fafety depended on his 
t;lking this route; his military flores and provi. 
fions wert:; all on the other fide of the Delaware: 
cut off from thefe eifenrials of war, he mll,ft have 
given up .the conteft. Wafhington once defeated, 
or driven over the Delaware,. the province of New 
Jerfey might have been immediately reftored to 
the peace of ,the Crown. Philadelphia, altoge
ther without defence by land, and very little better 
by water, mufi: have immediately falJen. A gar
rifon, more numerous than Wafhington's whole 

army, 
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~rmy? might <have been left for its Defence, and 
] 0,000 men, at leaf(, fpared to operate up the 
North River, or on the New Engla'nd coafl:s~ in fa
vour of the l'lorthern ar:my. All this 'might have 
been accomplifrJed with ~afe by the latter end of 
Al.lgufl:, although the campaign was not opened 
until the 12th of J tme; but had the General 
\Commenced the operations on the 12th of May) 
the moft proper month in the whole year for 
military operations in that part of America, it 
might have been completed by the latter end of 
July. This appearing evidently to be praB:i,. 
cable j with the force twder the General's com'
mand, every candid and fenfible man mun: ap~ 

plaud the council which induced his Majefty to 

~pprove of the plan for invading Pennfylvania" 
H by the way of J erfey." 

This approbation was communicated by Lord 
George Germain, in his letter of the 3d of March; 
but before it could reach * the General, he had 
altered tbis judicious plan for one truly ridiculous, 
and ruinolls not only to the Northern army, but his 
own operations; a plan which muft neceffarily have 
been attended with a 'great waite of time, immenfe 
expenee, unneceffary rifque, and innumerable diffi~ 
culties. In his letter of the zd of April, he informs 
the Secretary of State, that, ,. from the difficulties 
H and delay that would attend the pailing the river 

<it He did not receive it till the 8th of May. 

" Delaware, 
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C:C Delaware, by a march through Jerfey, I propofe 
" to invade Pennfylvmia by lea; and from this 
" arrangement we mufr probably abandon the Jer~ 
~, feys, which, by' the former plan, would not have 
" been the cafe." 

Will the General_ afi'ert, that the Minifter of 
the American department ever approve~ of this 
material, ihis mifchievous change, in his plan? Did 
he ever approve of his abandoning New ]erfey, 
his embarking on fhip-board his whole army, and 
fllbjetl:ing them to all the rifques and dangers of . 
the fea, without the leafr neceffity or reafon? 
The American Minifler is too wife, and too well 
verfed in military [cience, to have approved of 
. a plan pregnant with fuch folly and infatuation; 
if he did, the General is called on to· produce 
fome proofs of that approbation. 

This being the truth, the General will labour 
in vain to throw the blame of his own military 
abfllrdities upon the !boulders of others. The plan 
was truly his o'wn; and it bears' fa ./fronK a re
femblance of his other mil-itary operations, that 
no one acquainted with them can pollibly doubt 
ir. For by this wretched project the three thong 
pofts of Brllnfwick, Bonumtown, and Amboy, 
which h~d been fortified at an immenfe national 
expenee, were to be given up; the province of 
New Jerfey, which had been fo lately reduced, 
was to be abandoned to an enemy conilftina of 

- ~ 

!efs than one third of his own nuri1bers; and a. 
Briti!h 
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Britiih army, both cavalry and foot, was to lJe 
embarked in the hot holds of !hips, in the hotteft 
months of the year, to pars into a yet more fouch .. 
ern and fickly climate; and that .ao at a feafon 
when contrary winds never yet failed to prevai!. 
All thefe difficulties, together with the dangers 
and rifques of the ocean, were to be encountered 

-In preference to a march of fifty-eight miles through 
a fine open country, interfeC1:ed by a variety of 
roads, and ftored with every necefTary for the ac-
commodation of an army.' "" 

But' it feerns," the difficulties and delays that 
" would attend thepaifage of the Delaware, and 
" the want of fufficient means to pars [0 large a 
,~ river '* ," were the obftruCtions to his firft plan. 
What will the reader fay, when he is informed, 
that this Jo large, and fo much dreaded, ri ver is 
ever, in the months of June, July, and Auguft, 
fordable in a variety of places, between Trenton 
and Coryel's Ferry, on the different roads to Phi
ladelphia r and yet, if it was not fo, that it is 
not, in many places, 300 yards wide ; that (he 
ground on the Jerfey fide commands, in many pans, 
that ori the Pennfylvania fide, fo that aUf army 
might have been perfectly covered by cannon in its 
pafTage; and that the General had prepared more 

,boats and pontoons, which he carried with him 
to Brunfwick, than wereneceifary for that pur-

.. Narrative, p. 16. 
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pofe. Thus circllmftanced, and thus prepared j 

what would an Amherft, a Wolfe, or a Bouquer, 
have thought of difficulties fo truly infignificant! 

As I have now before me Sir William Howe's 
general plans of operation, I cannot avoid taking 
notice of his change of opinion. As foon as he 
was appointed, his plan" was to open a communi. 
" cation with Canada, in the firft inftance *." Soon 
after, with much good fenfe, he refolves to profe
cute the advantages he had gained in New Jerfey, 
and to go to Philadelphia by landt. This refoi'u
tion fuddenly changes for a worfe, to go by Jea t. 
We next fee him alter this refolution for one infi. 
nitely wor[e frill, and to be equalled by none, fave 
that of going to Philadelphia by way of the Weft' 
Indies; for he refolves to go to Philadelphia, by 
" taking the cour[e of the Chefapeak." And even in 
this fourth refolution he does not continue long, 
but changes it for his third, and again determines 
to go lip " the Delaware;" and that for a very good 
rearon, " in order to be nearer New York II." 
And yet, after all this confullon in opinion, we 
have ken his molt judicious plan, approved of 

'" See his L:tter of the 9th ofOB:ober, '775, 
t See his Letter of the 20th of Jc.nllary, J 777. 
:t: See his Letter of the zd of April, 1777' 
\I In the lail: paragraph of his Letter, of 16th July, 1777, h~ 

fays, " I propofe going up the Delaware, in order to be nearer 

" thi! place (New York) than I iliouJd be by taking the CQu,f! 
" of Chefa peak Bay, whirh lance intended, and preftned to 

" that if the De!a'!vare." 
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by his MajeUy, fet afide; and another, founded 
foldy on his own wild ideas, unapproved of bY7 
and uncommunicated and unknown to, any but his 
Noble Brother and himfelf, and which involved the 
operations of the campaign in confufion and ruin, 
ultimately profecllted. He led his army, contrary 
to his own declared opinion, that he ought to be 
" near New York," round Cape Charles, and 
wafted the beft feafon for military operations, from 
June to September, encountering difficulties and 
dangers, which the plan approved of by his Ma
jefty mufi: infallibly have avoided. Such was 
the ftrange and fatal verfatility of the General's 
councils and conduct ! 

It would be endiefs to take notice of all the mif
fiated and mil1aken faEts, and the many difinge
nU~t.ls arguments, adduced by the General in his 
Vindication. I fl1all~ therefore, in future, con
tent myftlf with giving brief anfwers to many of 
them, dwelling only on the groffer blunders in his 
conduCt. 

He takes much pains to vindicate himfelf againft 
the charge of not opening the campaign before 
the month of June. He begins ,with contradiCt~ 
ing my alfertion, in the Letters, that the rebel 
levies never could join the army before that 
month; and avers, that their levies" joined early 
" in the fpring." Now this was not the faCt ; 
and it will be eafy to convince the reader of its im. 
porrlbiiity. The rebel army confifted of more 
than three.fourths Iriih and Scotch, and lefs than 

one-
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'One-fourth native A.mericans *. The tirf!: genes 
rally came from the back parts of Pennfylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, North and South Can)lina ~ 
the fecond, principally from the difaffetted New 
England colonies; fo that at leaft three-fourths of 
the new levies had from two, to five and [even 
hundred miles to march. '{he inclemency of the 
feafon prevented them from fetting out from the 
fouthward until the beginning of April, and later 
from the northward; and therefore they could not 
join the army" early in the fpring t." The time of 
their junCtion, a fmall part from the Middle Colo
nies excepted, was about the beginning of June; 
before which time, however reduced the number 
of the enemy might be, the General would never 
begin his principal operations. 

But he fays, " We bad not forage in quarters; 
" nor could we h(JV~ carried any quantities for eJJen-
{( tial fer vice." , 

If he had not forage in quarters, on what did 
his horfes fubfift? they were always in high order. 
In his campaign of 1777, he might have com
manded- all that Long Wand, Rhode Wand, and 

• M". Galloway'S Examination, p. Z2. 

t In his Letter of th~ 19th of April, he fays, " Their force 
« has been diminifhed, during the cOUffe of the winter, by de
" fertion, and by detachments to the back fettlements;" but 
he does not fay a word of their receiving reinforcements, whi(h 

a General, fo expert in apologies for his indolence, we may pre

fume" would have done, had any joined the rebel army at that 

time. 
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Staten Il1and produced; and in that of 1778, had 
he chofe to open it before he refigned his com
mand, all that the environs of Philadelphia af
forded, which was immenfe. And could 'he not 
have carried a fortnight or three weeks forage, or 
fufficient to enable him to have attacked his enemy, 
lying not more than a day's march from his quar~ 
ters? He had horfes and carriages fufficient, and 
might have had more. Sir Jeffery Amherft caro 
ried the provifions for his army from Lancafter to 
Montreal; General Forbes, from LancaH:er to 

Fort Pitt; and Colonel Bouquet, from Lancaf
ter, upwards of three hundred miles, to 1\1ufkin
gum. But the true anfwer to all thefe weak apo., 
logies for his indolence, is, that the country was, 
at all feafoDs of the year, plentifully fl:ored with
dry forage; and that a fLlperinr army may procu're 
it, if the Commander of it choofes, from the fame 
parts and places where it is daily obtained by the 
inferior; and more efpecially where the country is 
generally difaffeCled to that inferior army: befides, 
it is well known to the people of that country, 
that the green forage, with which it abounds, is 
iufliciently grown to fupport cavalry, by the lat
ter end of April. In a COuntry thus paneffed of 
dry and green forage, the General's horfes could 
have run no rifque. But there was a magnanimity 
which difcovered itfelf in all his conduct, and 
which, if the real lovers of their country will not 
commend, his frie,lds, in the oppofition to Go
vernment, will fllpport an9 applaud! He [corned 

to, 
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to lltlltate the rajh impetuojity of men, who, too 
deeply impreffed with the principles of honour, 
and defireof fame, regard no difficulties; he 
therefore would. never pur[ue the enemy whom he 
had defeated, nor attack him when t1nprepared; 
nor would he open the campaign until the levie~ 
~f his enemy were joined. 

So much for the campaign in 1777. He next 
attempts to j uftify his indolence in. 177 8. Here 
he apprehends that" he need not fay much in hi~ 
"vindication, becaufe, VERY early in April, ~e re~ 
~c ceived his orders to return home." 

The terms " very early" in April, are founded 
in miftake. He did not receive a permiffion from 
his Majefty to return, until the I4th of that 
month * ; nor did he refign his command until the 
24th of May? near fix weeks after. He conti
nued, during that time,fhamefuUy inactive in his 
winter quarters, notwithftanding, in the fame let~ 
ter which conveyed the leave to refign, he was or
dered by his Majefty, " whilft he continued in 
" command, to lay hold of every opportunity of 
" putting an end to the rebellion, by a due exer
" tion of the force under.his orders." The only 
movement of any con[equence, during that fix 
weeks, is not mentioned in his letters; however~ 
as ·this exploit ought not to be concealed from 
~he public, I will relate it. 

* See Parliamentary Regifler, 1779-
On 
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On the 19th of May, the Marquis de la Fayette, 

with the main force of Vi,7 afllington's army, from 
Valley Forge, croffed a bridge over the Schuylkill, 
and took paft at Norrington. 'Intelligence of this 

movement was immediately communicated to th~ 
General. Pretending to fl1ew a defire to do [ome
thing before his departure, he marched out with a 

large part of his army, in two columns, as if he 
really intended to attack the enemy. The Bra co
lumn, unperceived and unfufpeCted, moved in a 
circuit round the enemy's poft, and got perfeCtly 
in his rear, within .Gght of his corps, and confi
derably nearer the bridge~ over which' only the 
Marquis could poffibly return, while th~ other co
lumn advanced towards the enemy's front. Thus 
completely entrapped, the Marquis gave up all as 
10ft; he expeCted his retreat would have been in
ihntly cut off. Wailiington, defpairing of the 
fafety of the flower of his army, immediately pre
pared to fly, with his rem;;:ining non·effeClives, 
baggage, and artillery, to be drawn by a few 
ftarved and emaciated horfes, towards the Sufque
flal1nah; and nothing was wan~ing but a [mall 
fuare of military exertion, OL. perhaps, inclina
tion, to take or deft roy the chiJ~f force of the rebe,l 

army. But here again, as at Brunfwick, Tren
ton, Hillfborough, Brandywine, and German 
Town, the enemy was fuffc:red to make a yet more 

fortunate efcape. The firft column, inftead of puth

lng towards the bridge, in a good road leading to 

it 
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it on the right, and cutting off the enemy's re
treat, while the other fhould advance, and attack 

in front, was marched to the lefr, in a route more 

diftant from the bridge. and thus, inftead of in
tercepting the enemy, fell into his rear. The 
other column, under the immediate command of 
the General himfelf, leifurely ad vanced in front. 
The paffage to the bridge was left open; and the 
Marquis, having recovered from his panic and 

defpondency, made good his retreat, without 10(s, 
and unmolefted. . 

The words" orders to return" are difingenl1ous, 
and evafive of the fact. Thqr convey the idea, 
that the General was removed from his command 
COntrary to his with; when the truth is, that as 
foon as he had done as little good) and as much 
mifchief as poJlible;· as foon as he had depreifed 

the fpirits of the Loyalifts, by his inacceffibililY, 
his injudicious appointments, his neglect of them 
wheo riCIng in arms in his favour, and the indii: 
criminate plunder made by his army; as foon as 

he had revived, by his d ifgraceful attempts and re
treats, that fpirie of rebellion which he had [0 lately 
depreffed; as fooo as he had, by his manifef1: breach 

of military duty and the explicit orders of bis So~ 
vereign, facrificed a Britiili army; as foon as he 

had overcome the hefitation and reluctance of the 

Haufe of Bourbon, and prevailed on it, by [h(;! 

indolence of his operations, openly and avowedly 
to fupport the rebellion; 1 fay, asioon as he had, 

with 
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with art and addrefs, brought this load of igno~ 
minyan the Britiih arms, and thefe accumulated 
evils on his country, and not before, he petulantly 
infifted on his refignation. 

The reafon affigned for his reugnation is [0 in
decent and groundle[s, that I will give it to the 
reader in his own words. "From the LITTLE 

" ATTENTION, my Lord, given to my recom
" mend at ions, fince the commencerr.ent of my 
H command, I am led to hope that I may be re
,G lieved from this very painful jervice, wherein I 
H have not the good fortune to enjoy the neceifary 
" confidence and fLlpport of my fl1periors, but 
" which, I conclude) will be extended to Sir Henry 
" Clinton, my prefumpti'Ve fucteJ!or. By the return 
" of the packet, I humbly reqLlefr I may have his 
" Majefty's permiffion to refign *." In what this 
want of attention to his recommendations con. 
fifted, is not mentioned. If we look into the cor
refpondence between the Secretary of State and the 
General, we il1all not find it there; for in that it 
will appear, that if the General recommended a 
favourite to his Majefty, he was [ure to receive 
promotion; and, to incite and oblige him, if ho
nour conferred, and a fenfe of gratitude could 
oblige him, to do his duty, the order of Knight
hood was beflowed by his Sovereign on himfelf. 
And when we conuder his wanton and extravacyant 

b 

'" See his Letter of the 28th of Cuobet, 1778, to Lord 
George Germain. 
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demands for-more force, with the exertions made 
by Government to gratify him, we {hall find, that 
his complaint of a want" of the confidence and 
" fupport of his fuperiors," was made without the 
Ieaft foundation., 
. When the meafures for reducing the revolted 
Colonies were refolved on, and the General was 
appointed to the command, fuch was the difpofi-. 
tion of Government to gratify him in whatever he 
ibould defire, that the Secretary of State declared, 
" the meafures of force ibould be the wi{hes 
" of the General." 'The General, who was then 
in America, and had the fiate of the rebellion be
fore him, was the befr judge of the force which 
would be competent to its fuppreffion; on his 
judgment, therefore, Government relied, and, 
inftead of fiinting, furpaffed his willies. In his 
letter'* to the Secretary of State, after long and 
mature deliberation, he only requires 19,000 men, 
which, he fays, will be "adequate to an active 
" offenfive campaign on the fide of New York 
" and Rhode IOand." To combat this force, he 
" apprehended the rebels would not have lefs than 
" ro,ooo men on the fide of Rhode Wand, and 
" 20,000 men to act'againft General Carleton on 
" one hand, and the New York corps on the 
"other." Infread of 19,000 men, he was fur
nill1ed with 31,476; and although he expected to 

'* See hil Letter cf the 26th of Novemb~r, 1775. 
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meer a force of 30,.000 men, the whole rebel army 
did not amount to i8,ooo. With the force now 
fent, aQd which amounted to J 1,000 men more 
than he required, the General appears 110 be more -
than fatisfied, and dec1ares his "" utter aftonifu· 
,-, ment at -the' uncommon exertions" of Govern
ment; and yet, in his letter of the1:sth of Sep
tember, . 1776, after he had defeated his enemy,. 
and taken, killed, and difperfed n10l"e than half of 
his force, he begins his extravagant requifitions;. 
and, with a manifeft defign t,o diftrefs Gover~~ 
mentj he requires ~, ten line of battle fuips, with 
~, a number of ftlpernUlllerary fe'amen y for man
" ning boats." WO\lld any perron f1:1fpe~7 that,. 
at this timei tho:: Admiral had 65 thips of war;. 
13 carrying from 5° t:o 70' guns, 28 frigates; and 
34 Qoops; and that the w hole naval force of Arne,..; 
rica was no more thal} three frigates and fix -fioops 
of war ?- To what ufe did the Gene~al me~n to 
apply the additional H- te~ !hips of the line,," which 
could not be performed 1i>y t~e force already under
his Brother's command? Was it to batter down 
the fortUications of the rebel ports, and harbours ?' 
We know they had none. '!Vas it 110 penetrate up 
their ilioal and narrow rivers, when he Irad fo many 
frigates, and iJ.?ops of war, only proper for that 
fervice? Did he want them to defeat the truly 
lti:ontemptible naval· force of the enemy, when the 
Admira,! had upwards of 60 veffels- of war under 
llis Gommaoo a 

Ie 
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It will be as impoffihle for us to conceive to 

what ufe the General intended to apply the" fll:' 
" perntimerary [eamen." His N able Brother had 
not lefs than 12,000 mariners on board the fuips 
of war and traMports then under his command. 
-Surely, out of fo great a number, men fuffi-cient 
might be fpared to man his boats, at any times 
and upon anyoccafion; and yet, notwithftanding 
t4e unreafonablenefs of theR: demands, more £hips, 
and of a better and more ufeflll fize,than was 
afked, were fent over, viz. one ihip of 44 gun~ 
. loaf 32, one of'2S, and one of S guns. 
e The General, page 4 1, acknowq~dges, thai .. ' 
when Mr. Galloway came over to the army,' in 
December 1776 (whieh was on the firft day of that 
month), " his great fuccetres h~d intimidated the 
" leaders of the rebellion, and nearly induced a 
L' general fubmiffiono" And indeed' this confef
fion, however unwarily made; was ftritUy true; 
for further oppofition was univetfally defpain!d of 
by all America, except a few' defpefate men in 
Waihingtofl's army, and that-army was reduced to. 
lefs tha.n 3500 men. And yet at that very period, 
viz. on thi30th of November, he* ma'kesanaddi. 
tional deriHlrid' of 15;000 rank and file'; acrid in his 
letter of' the 20th Qt J aiiuaty, this demand is iIi. 
creafed to 20;00'0; a~d he declareS; tfiat this 

'* See his Letters of the 301h of November, 1776~ .and the 
-z9tn of January, 1777. - \ 
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number "would by no means exceed his waLits.i 
" yet 15,000 wiUgive 1,.15 a fuperiority." 

The reader will be as much at a 10[s to difco
ver . tQ whilt ufe the General would have applied 
.this additional 20,000 men, as he has been in re
{petl: to the. ten £hips of the line. Both of thefe 
demands, when his force is confidqed, will appeqr 
equally extravagant anq unnecdfary. He had then" 
as appears by his own returns, 3 J ,47 6 men, qffi;
cers induded, and the wh9le Continenta~ force did 
notamouot to 3500; an.d yet, irrcomplicwce with 
this extravagant and wanton requifition, [0 far <).S 

it was pomble to be corpplied ,\\:,ith, 7800.troops 
were, with all expedition, fent over, to .him .. 

The General, it feerns, did not make this e~
travagant derI)and wit~out affigning a reafon f(}r 
it. 'Rea[ons., or what he tho\lght would cady the 
weight of reafons,- were always at hand, when the 
Minifter coqld receive no fiate of f,\Cl:s but by the 
packets t1nder the General's command, and when 
all letters from America. were liable to his in
fpetl:ion. Perhaps Governmen~ never co~mitted 
a greater miftake, than th<l:t of fufferi;ngt1;l.e line' 
of intelligen~:c, from countries where its fervants 
are employeq, to be takenout of theh~nds of the 
confidential offi,cer. It enables its own fervants to 
~ifreprefel1t the ftate of the -country, thedifpoq
~ion of the people, the numbers of the e~e~y, 
~ng to put what glofsthey pleafe on their own 

- . mifconduaa • . , ! ;'., 
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.mifco!'lduGt, . without 'a poffibility of deteCl:ion~ 

and from' tfueie mifreprefentations it has often 
happened, that men ha,Ve met with applauf~; when, 
in juftice, they fhould have received condemnation 
and difgrfloe. 

But the reafons affigned were groundlefs and 
romantic. In his letter of the 12th of February, 
he informed the Secretary of State, that" the re
" bels hayeiprofpects o~ bringing an army;into the 
~'. field ·of more than 50,000 men. They are moil: 
" fanguine, in their expectations, and" confcioll'S 
" that their whole flake depends upon the fuccefs 

. '~of the 'next campaign,uie every compulfory 
" means to thofe who do not enter 'voluntarily into 
" their fervice;" and yet, notwithflanding all 
this fanguinenefs of expeCtation, ,and thefe. H, com:
" pulfory means," we know, that, inftead of 
~, mote than 50,000 men," they were' not able to 
bring intot~e field, when the General met, their 
force atHilHborough, more than 8000; and even 
at the Brandywine not .more than 16,000, militia 
included; after he had, contrary to all policy, 
give,n ,tbem two mOr.Jths to re(!:ruit their ,feeble 
",rmy, by ey<;rypoffible exertion.' _ I "; 

It thus appears, that if the reinforceme.nt fent 
fell fhort of the forcereq uired by the General, the 
c:xpe~ed,:;reinforc~ment of the rebels, 'Yhich was 
the::, reafor~ affigned for that requifition, f<J.iled in a 
p.1u~h;grejl~er proportion; more than one-half of 
~~~. for,c~re~uired ",",S, f~nt) an~ not ,~9fe tha,n 
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(,ne-fifth of that of the rebels wasraifed. The ac'; 
',tount of tme .force frood thus in 1777: Britifu, 
,40 ,874 veteran troops; rebel regular army at 
HilHborough, 8000; at Brandywine, 11,000; 

and, in tbe fpring 1778, at the Valley Forge, not 
40.00 undifciplilled"' troops.' With what j uftice, 
,then, ~ah the General complajn of his want of 
force, and how iliamelefs and bare-faced is his at
tempt to throw the blame of his own mifconduCl: 
on that Adminiftration, which has, by fuch " tm .. 
"common exertions," thus graoified him in his 
extravagant requifidons ! 

Pages from 50 to 59 are employed in attempt~ 
. ing to prove that the people of America are almoft 
Univerfally dijloyal, and that he did every thing in his 
pDwer to encourage them to take up arm'S, without 
f1tccefs· 

Here heafferts, that the" only attempt" made 
by a body of men, to affil1: in fupprelfing die 
rebellion, was in North Carolina, in 1776. Did 
the General neVler hear of two different bodies, 
who took arms in favour of Government, at dif
ferent times, in the peninfula tietween the Dela
ware and Chefapeak? Did he never fee, or heal' 

'of the proclama1tion iffued . by the Congrefs, to 
fupprefs them? If he did not, all America faw it, 
a~d the people of Britain may alfo fee it. Did be 
never hear, that, in fevefal cQtlnties' above AI. 
bany, the Loyalifts, being by far the greatet'num
per, pre!ented the d}fa~e~ed from joining Gates, 

S ,- -when 
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1Vhen going againft General Burgoyne? This Wlt~ 
a faCt known to thoufands within his own lines. 
Did he never hear .of the numerous offers made to 
Mr. Galloway, while the General was at Philadel .. 
phia, . by the gentlemen of many counties; to take 
up arms, to difar1J1 the difaffeEted, and to reft-ore 
their refpeB:ive diftrias t9 the peace of the £rown ?, 
He certainly did. 

" The people of Staten Bland,' he confelfes,' 
., (page 50) teitified their loyaJty;byall the means 
" in their power;" and General Tryon, and fome 
other gentlemen, " who had taken refl1ge on board 
'" £hip, .informed him of the loyal difpofition of 
" the people of New York and New Jerfey, &c/~ 
But it feems Gt;neral Tryon, who. had been many 
years Governor of the province, and the other 
gentlemen, who had lived long in New York2J 
were ail miftaken. 

In order to account for the abfurdity- of his ex': 
ten five cantonments, he acknowledges, it was to 
" cover the county of Monmouth, in which there 
f~ arc many loya.l inhabitants." But here again the 
General found himfelf mifinformed; Governor 
Tryon, and a numper of other gentlemen of New 
Y.ork, had before, as.,! have mentioned, deceived 
him. And now General Skinner, whom he 
wt\rmly recomme.nds to his Majefty's favour,. wIio 
was the Attorney-general of the province, and 
from whom he Inuit,- or. ought to have taken his 
information refpeCl~ng the peo,Fle ~f Monmouth, 

was 
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wasalfo miftaken. Thefe gentlemen, it feems, 
knew littl~ about the .difpofitions of the people of 
the country in which 'the moft of them were born, 
;md in which they had lived [rom their infancy; 
for, fays he, " many, very many of the people of 
" .Monmouth were taken in arms againft llS, with 
u my proteCtions in their pockets." Had the. 
General iaid lome, and but few, of the people of 
New Jerfey ·had aCted in this manner, he would 
have been. much nearer to the fact. Among the 6000 

people who came in and took the oaths, fome 
were, it may be reafonably fuppofed, difaffeEted; 
·but even thefe, we ought to fuppofe, would have 
kept their oaths, had not the proclamation been 
:JhamefLllly violated, on the part of the General. 
Th«;:: plunder was fo indifcriminate, and fo excef
five, that men were robbed of their all; and it 
was thefe difaffeB:ed men, made defperate by the 
breach ot: public faith, and jnjuries which they had 
fuftained, who were taken in arms, with his pro: 
teftions in their pockets, and none others. Let 
Britons, for a momeQt, fuppofe, that the military, 
who were fent into the city of London to protca: 
their perfons and properties againft the violence of 
the late mob, infread of affording them that pro
tection, had. robbed their houfes, aJ,1d. polluted 
their wiv~s and daughrers; would they have tamely 
fubmitted to [uch outrages? \Vould theIr hearts 
have felt no difpofition' ,to opp~fe fuch enormol1~ 
wickednefs? Their fenfibility will .. anfwer thefe 

queftions. 
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queftions. .. Indeed it is impoffible for Iariguage to 
defcribe· the mifchiefs and difgrace which the want 
of difcipline in the Britifh army, in this .refpetl:, 
btough't on the fervice; and men who are ac
quainted with it, are furprifed that it had not pro. 
ouced, what. from many circumftances, it is pro~ 
bablewas intended,., an univerfal revolt of all the 
Colonifts. 

As another inftance of the diiloyaltyof the 
Americans, the General (ays, "Several .:orps were 
" offered to be raifed, and were accepted, in the 
" winter 1776, to confift of 6500 men; but in 
'" Mit Y 1778, thew hole n umber amounted to only 
" 3609, including the brigades of Delancy and 
" Skinner; a little more than half. the promifed 
"complement." The gentlemen who offered to 
raife thefe corps, expected that the General would 
have opened the field for recruiting. When they look
ed at his force, they faw it was praCticable; but 
they were deceived by the indolence and mifcon
QuEt of the General. Brigadier-general Skinner's 
brigade was to have been raifed in New Jerfey. 
This province the General had fhamefully given up. 
Brigadier.general Delancy's corps was to have been 
raifed in the province of New York, which he expeCt
ed would have been open to his recruiting parties. 
But the General contented himfelf with the poifeffion 
of Long Iaand,Staten Wand, and the Wand of New 
York; and, moreover, fuffered his eqemy, who 
had not 6000 effective then, to harafs and beOege 
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hhn'in his quarters, during the whole recruiting 
feafon .. When thefe faB:s are candidly c0nfidered, 
together with the fmall number of Americans within 
the Britilh lines, the man of fenfe, who will reflect 
how few 'men in a foeiety are willing to fubjeCl: 
their perfonsto the dangers of war, and to military 
difcipline, ,vill be furprifedat the numbers enlifted 
under fnch difadvantages, and within fo fmalla 
compaJs of territory; , and will confefs; that it is a 
thong proof of the loyalty of the people. 

At Philadelphia, the General infinuates that he 
had made the fame experiment' on the loyalty of 
the people. "Mr. William Allen, a gentleman 
" who was JuppoJed to have great family influence 
" in 'that province; Mr. Chalmers, much refpeCled 
" in the 'three lower counties on Delaware, and in 
"Maryland; Mr: Clifton, the chief of the Roman 
" Catholic perfuafion, of whom there were faid to 
H be niany in Philadelphia, as well as in the rebel 
c, army, ferving againil: their inclinations, were 
I' appointed commandants of ~orps.·' And what 
was the [uccefs of thefe efforts? He tells us, " they 
H only amounted to 800 men, including three 
c-c troops of light dragoons, confifting of 13'2 

'" troopers~" 
All this is plaufible in appearance, but falla

cious in reality. It was the duty 'of the General 
to enquire after popular charaB:ers for thefe ap
pointments; but he fought the moil: unpopular. 
Mr. Allen was a young gentleman, whofe family 

influence 
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influenc,e was cc;mfiderable among the Republican 
party, before they fubverted the proprietary'g9-
vernment, and threatened to feizeon the propri
etary efta.te,; bm, after. the!e circumftances [Ook 
place, that influence was loft; he had been aIfo a 
,cololleI in the rebet fervice, in the Canada expediG 
~ion. I do not mention thefe circurnftances to 
prejudice Mr. Allen, becaufe 1 now believe him, 
from conviction, to be a loyal fubjeet; but yer~. 
a character thus circum(tanced was not the per"": 
fon under who.m the General could, . in reafoo, ex
pect the.Loyalifts would inlift. Mr. Chalmers) a 
.gentleman from MaryJand, who came into the 
Britifu army at Elk, though much refpected in 
.Maryland, was unmnneCted, and without any in
fluence, in Philadelphia. Colonel Clifton, .if pof
fible, 'had lcfs influence, except'among the Ro
man Catholics; and of thefe there were not 200 

men capable of carrying a mufquet : bel1des, here, 
as in New York, during the whole feafoll for re
cruiting, he fuffered Wafhington's parties and deF 
tachments to.furround his lines, and render it ~m

.pollible to recruit in the country. Such were the 
gentlemen appointed, and fuch the embarrafsments 
under whfch the recruiting fervice laboured in Phi
ladelphia; and yet the General acknowledges, 
that, during his iliort fray in that, city, where he 
found .only 4482 males from 18 to 60 years of 
age, of whOm near 1000 were ~akers, he raifed 
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974 rank and 61e, and, officers included, upwards 
of IIOO. 

The General fays nothing of Mr. Gal1oway~s 
troop of Philadelphia light dragoons; it did not 
{uit his purpofe. That very unpopular gentleman 
offered to raife a regiment of horfe, but he could 
procure a warrant for railing a troop only. This 
corps was expeditiouily raired; in two months·' 
they were complete, and fa well qifciplined as t9 

Qe reviewed by the General, and greatly applauded 
for their difcipline. It is known in that country, 
that his influence among the Loyalifts was fuch~ 
that he could have raifed a regiment in nearly the 
fame time, notwithftanding the embarraffments 
under which the recruiting fervice then laboured. 
But the General declined making ufe of Mr. Gal
loway's influence in the recruiting fervice, and 
preferred tQ it that of an unpopular country ta
vern.keeper, for whom he thought his fervams in 
the kitchen the maft proper company. This man 
received a warrant to raife a troop, and now mixes 
with gen,tlemen of rank in the army. Such were 
the judicious appointments of the Commander ill 
Chid in Philadelphia! . 

To the charge, that no fiep was taken by the 
General to embody the friends of Government in 
New]erfey, who were anxiol1s and delirous to be 
~mplGyed in difarming the difaffeCterl, and in de
fending the country when the army ihould prQc~ed 
in its other necdfary operations, he an[wers, 

j?age. 
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Page 53'] (( I never heard of the anxiety and 
" readineJs here exprejJed." 

If the General never heard of the anxiety and' 
readinefs here expreffed, it was becaufe he would 
not. It is a fact, which 1 have mentioned before, 
and will here again repeat, that 1.1pwards of fifty 
gentlemen, of well·known principle and untainte~ 
loyalty, fome of them from the dijloyal county of 
Monmouth, came into the lines of Trenton, with 
defign to offer their fervices in the before-mentioned 
meafures; but the General was inacceffible; they 
could not, after feveral days attendance, procure 
an audience. Some of them returned home, cha-

. grined and difgufted, and others are now in New 
York, taking refuge under. the protection of the 
King's forces. But if the General had really the 
reduction of the rebellion at heart, why did he not 

- fet up the King's ftandard, and call on the Loyal
ifts of that country to affift him in arms? Why 
did he. reft on his proclamation, with promifing 
them protection, and then fuffering .that promife to 
be violated in thoufands of inftances? Did he expeCl: 
that the Loyalifts would impertinently offer their 
affiftance to a General who would not deign to aik 
ir, and who fuffered his troops to plunder the in-

, habitants, to a degree more exceffive than ever was 
,known, under a prudent General, in an enemy's 
country? Did he believe, that, by fuch meafures, 
he ihould attach even the well.difpofed to the caufe 
pe was engaged in? Did he imagine that it was 

pollible 
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paffible .to execllte his tn.:lil:7 in reducing- a country 
{::) extcnfive, without making, ufe of the well-af. 
i;.(bcd force in it" and whilft he was purfuing. the 

moft tffeetual meafures to turn that force againft 
1rimfdf? If he did, he acted upon principles con
tradiCted by common [en(e, and the.praCl:i{i;e, of aU 
~ther Generals who everdeferved, tlJ:eapplaufe 
ilila re'J/atQs of their country, 

In page 54, the General next attempts to prove 
that the inhabitants of Philadelphia were not 
~,,'tlnIxious to promote the King's fervice, even 

'", without carrying arms," 
He tells us, that labourers were ~antcd, to C01l

flruB tbe redoubts at Philadelphia; and he applied t.fJ 
Mr. Galloway to pro(}ure Ahem. He prefumcs Mr. 
Galloway exerted himfelf; and yet, ~, with all his 
~, ajJiduity, and the means made, ufe·of by the chief 
"" engineer," the whole number that could- be pre
"iJailed on to ajJifl him,' amounted each day, upon an 
fiver-age, to no 'mOre than between :70 and ,80. 

This tranfattion, like every other mentioned in 
his Defence, is grofsly rnifreprefeflted. Mr. Gal
loway was applied to, by the chief engineer, to 
Frocure the labourers. Near onehllndred were 
immediately procured. The wages offered were 
8 d. per diem, and a fait ration ; but for thefe the 
men would not labour. The common W3cyes in 

b 

t;~"" city were from 5 s. 6d. to 6 s .. ft(::rling per dicllt. 
il,:eef was fold at 2 s. 6 d. a 3 s. per pound; mutton 
a:t 2 s. a 2 S 6 d. cheefe at 3 s.and bread·at a'price 

equally 
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equally high. The men had families to' feed. 
The General was folicited to raife their 'wagt's, but 
he obftinate1y and inhumanly refufed ;' die men 
deferted their wOTk~ and the of[i·::::rsdeclared they 
could not blame them. Very different was the 
conduct of Lord Cornwallis, when he applied tG 

Mr. Galloway to repair the too long negleded 
dykes of the Province Wand. Mr~ Galloway re.; 
colleCting the formerc0·nduCl: of rheGeneraJ, in
formed hi~ Lordfhip, that hecollid not undertake 
the bufinefs, unlefs the men were to receive rea
fonable wages; and that he fbould afk no more 
than he had given for the like work in time of 
peace, although the ptice of labour was rifen neady 
two-thirds more. His Lordfhip replied, the work 
muft be done, and, without hefitatidn, aff'ented 
to the propofal. Near fifty men were immediately 
procured, '3.t a Spanifu dollar per diem, a fak ra~ 
tion:, and.a pint of rum; the latter, becaufe they 
were obl'iged'tO work in Water. The bufinefs was 
done in fix days, much to his Lordfl1iis deClared 
fatisfaCl:ion; and then, and not till then, cO'nld 

the chief engineer make any confiderahle progref~ 
in erecting thernain' battery againft Mud lfland' 
fort. , 

In pages 59, . 60, the General endeavours fo ex)~e .. 
nuate the plunder,· and other enon'1ities committed by 
the foldiery in America. He ajJertf, that Ie there 
"never was leJs plunder, nor fewer enonnitiu, com
" mitted by ·any army in the field;" al1d intimates, 

that 
s 



( 72 ) 

that the newfpapers in America, like thoft 0/ other 
countries, are the vehicles of invention and calumny, 
upon which thefe enormities are grounded. 

I fincerely willi, for the credit of human nature, 
as well as for the General's credit, 'that this repre
fentation were juft; but aU, and more than I have 
faid in my Letters to a Nobleman, refpecting in
difcriminate and exceffive plunder, is known to 
thoufands within the Bririlli lines, and to a number 
of gentlemen now in England; and in refpect to 
the rapes, the faa 'alledged does not depend on 
the credit of newfpapers. A [olemn enquiry was 
made, and affidavits taken, by which it appears 
that no lefs than twenty-three were committed in 
one neighbourhood in New Jerfey; fome of them 
on married women, in the prefence of their help
lefshuibands; and others on daughters, while the 
unhappy parents, with unavailing tears and cries, 
could only deplore the favage brutality. Thefe 
affidavits are on record in America; and printed 
copies of them are now in London. Such were 
the meafures purfued by the General, to reconcile 
his Majefty's deluded fubjects to his government, 
and to encourage the Loyalifts to fupport the caufe 
of their Sovereign! 

In page 6 I ,the General adduces the evidence of 
Major-general Grey, to prove that the Chejapeak ex
pedition occajioned " A POWERFUL DiVERSION IN 

" FAVOUR OF THE NORTHERN ARMY." 

How 
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How powerful this diverfion was, the world al. 

ready knows; it loft the very army it was intended 
to fave, if it can be pomble that fuch was the in
tent. But I will more particularly confider the 
force of the Major gener~l's evidence, in fL1pport 
of the faCt alledged by the Commander in Chief. 

" I think," fays the Major g':l~frJl, "aflronger 
" diverjion could not have bem made~ tban that of 
" "drawing Gmeral WaJhington, and the whole Con
" tinental army, near 300 miles off." 

From tbis mode of expreffion, the reader may 
pollibly apprehend that Wafhington was drawn 
300 miles more diG:ant from the Northern army. 
But the Major general could not poHlbly mean 
this ; the faCt being, that Vvafhington was only 
drawn, except for a few days, from Ctuibble 
Town to the Schuylkill, 50 miles more diftant; 
and, to perform this truly ridiculous diverGon, he 
carried his army,. by fea, at lecdi: 700 miles, againfr 
trade-winds, and, as he confeffes himfelf, through 
a " very difficult na'vigation *." The conre
quences were forefeen by every man of common 
reflection. The carrying the main Britifh force at 
fo great a difrance from the Northern colonies, in
fpired the rebels with new hopes and fpirits, and 
contributed greatly to increafe their numbers, under 
Gates,agai~fi. the Northern army. It wafted two 
months of the campaign, defrroyed many, and 

* See his Letter of the 30(h of Auguft, 1777' 

L rendered 
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rendered the remainder of rhe Britifb horfes totally 
unfit for fervice; and occafioned the deflruCl:ion of 
a number of veffels and flores, which, " it feems," 
could not be removed from the head of Elk *. 

But to {hew the folly o£ this extraordinary ma
nceuvre, I will candidly lay before the public a 
true flate of the Britifh and rebel force at this con. 
junfture, and their refpechve politions. 

General Burgoyne was on his route from Ca
nada to Albany, where Sir William Howe was 
ordered to form a junction of the two armies. 

VIr afhington was at ~ibbletown,' 200 mil~s 

diftant from the place where the Northe~n army 
muil: meet the enemy, and where it was taken; 
the General's force was at New York, 40 miles 
nearer, and in a manner between the Norther~ 
army and Wafhington. 

Waf11ington's army could not have patfed.~ 
Albany by water; he had not {hipping nor craft; 
nor could it have marched by land in lefs than a 
fortnight, and that only by one road, leading 
through a gap of the mountaiJ;1. General Howe 
had an immenfe fleet of men of war and tranfports, 
fuH1cient to carry his whole force to Albany in 
one week. ' , 

Wafhington, when at ~ibbletown, Jay about 
nine miles from Brunfwick, with his front on the 
Rariton, which, at that time, and in that place, 

a ,,' \J;/'II' IT 'L ' . v 1r 1 lam ';owes ,etter, October 10, 1777. 

was 
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was not fordable, and his rear was acceffible with 
eafe. General Howe, at the fame time at Brunf
wick, inftead of marching to Hillfborough, on the 
fouth fide of the Raritan, as if dreading his force, 
might have paffed in a good road, on the north 
fide, not more than 14 miles, and perfectly en
compaffed his enemy. 

Wafhington's army was compofed of new raifed 
and undifciplined troops, commanded by inexpe
rienced officers; they were a corps which had been 
defeated in every aCtion, firangers to victory, and 
difpirited. Sir William Howe's army were Bri
tons and Germans, perfeCl:ly difciplined, and com
manded by brave and experienced officers, who 
had carried viCtory and conqueft with them where. 
ever they had trod, whofe fpirit had been exalted 
above the effeCts of fear by numerous and recent 
fucceffes. 

Wafhington commanded, by Sir William 
Howe.'s own exaggerated account, only 10,000 

men; and, by his own returns, it appears he had 
under his immediate command, at New York, 
4°,784; and when we look at his own difiribL1tion 
of the force neceffary for his garrifons, we find 
7100.* fufficient for that purpofe; fo that 33,684 
remained to be led againft his enemy. 

Upon this fiate of faCts, it is natural to aik the 
following queftions : 

* Sir William Howe'sfecret Letter, of the zd of April, 1777. 
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Did Sir William Howe imagine that he was 

taking the neceffary meafures to fulfil his orders 
to join the Northern army at Albany, by leading 
his own army round Cape Charles, 350 miles more 
difra,nt from Albany than he was at New York? 

Did he really imagine that leading VVafhington, 
already 200' miles from Saratoga, from ~libble
towCl to the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, could 
pollibly be a diverfion of the leaf!: importance to 
the Northern army? If Wafhington had intended 
to have co-operated with Gates agaim1: the North. 
ern army, could Sir William Howe think that he 
1hould prevent it by hiding his army in the ocean, 
and by his circuitous route to the Chefapeak, going 
600 miles from Saratoga~ and leaving VVa!hing-
ton within 200 miles of it ? -

If the General really intended to prevent Vvaili. 
ington from affifling Gates, why did he not take 
a poft between them in New Jer[ey, on tile only 
road and pafs through which vValliington could 
)TIarch ? 

If he really intendd to put an end to the rebel. 
lion, by defeating the main army in the field, why 
did he not lead 25,000 men from Brunfwick, on 
the nqrch fide of the Rariton, and attack, Wafhing. 
ton's 10)000 men in his unfortified camp? Or, if 
\Vafhington had been fo fortified and {hong as to 
render an affault improper, why did he not, with 
fuch a fuperior force, [urrOllDd, and, by cutting 
olJhis fupplies, with which he was very fcamily 

fupplied, 



( 77 ) 
fllpplied, ftarve him? All thefe meafures were 
point.ed out by .common fenfe. The benefits which 
would have aq::rued from them were obvious to al1, 
and of the greateft importance to the fuppreffiofl 
of the re.bellion; while that which he purfued dtd 
not afford the leaft profpeCl: of a fingle advantage 
to the fervice, and be fides was attended with an im
menfe unneceifary expence, was pregnant with nu
m~rous difficulties, rifques, and dangers, and pro. 
mifed the ruin of the .campaign. 

Major-general Grey, in- his evidence, further 
fays, H I do not think there was anyone object 
" which would ha1/e tempted GeneraIWaG]ing
" ton to tif~pe a general aCtion fo much as the fear 
" of Ioling th: capital of Pennfylvania!' 

This I believe to be true: but, wha.tdoes it avail 
in the defence of the General's conduct? Nothing. 
It contains a full condemnation of his Chefapeak 
expedition. For Wailiington would have fought 

-.between HiHborough and that city from the fame 
motive. He engaged Sir William Howe's army 
at Brandywine for .that reafon, and he woul~d have 
done it in New Jerfey. Why then did not Sir 
·William Howe, having his boats and pontoons 
.with him all prepared at Brunfwick, pafs his army 
from that place to the Delaware? If Walhington 
had come from his pretended ftrong poft to attack 
the Erilifh army, he mure have fought his enemy 
upon equal, if not difadvantageous terms, as Sir 
William Howe might have chafe his ground. If 

.. 8 he 
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he had r~mained in his carrig, the city of Philadel. 
phia, and all his magazines of military and other 
frores, muft have fallen without oppofition ihto the 
General's hands. 

To the queftion, " Was there any probability of 
" bringing the war to a termination that campaign, 
" without forcing General Waihington to a gene
cc ral engagement?" the Major-general anfwers, 
~' Certainly not." 

Here the General appears to be fenfible of the 
great importance of bringing Waihington to a 
battle. Why then did he not take one rational 
fiep to effect this purpofe ? Was it pollible that he 
could imagine, that his taking poft on the fOllth 
fide of the Rariton would bring an inferior enemy 
down from his advantageous poft, acrofs an un
fordable river, to attack him? Why did he no't 
march up on the fame fide of the river on which 
Wafhington lay, and offer him battle? Waih
ington muft have fought in a little time, or fiarved 
his army. Or, why did he not make a feint by 
pailing towards Philadelphia? This muft have 
brought Wafhington from his poft, or he muft have 
given up the" capital of Pennfylvania," for which 
the General himfelf believed he would fight. 
Surely any of thefe meafures were preferable to the 
unpromifing and unfortunate expedition round by 
rea to the head of Elk. 

It will not be thought a digreffion, ihould I here 
give the reader a defcription of the great advan

tages 
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tages which a fuperior army muft have over an in
ferior, in their Qperations in New Jerfey. The 
province is bO\.lOded on the eaft apd fouch by the 
North River; New York Bay, and the Ocean; on 
the weft, by the Bay and River Delaware; and 
on the north, it runs into the uninhabited moun
tains, forming a peninfula to the fouth. The 
waters incl~fing it on the eaft, fouth, and weft, are 
not more than 50 miles diftant from each other, 
and pntil the month of. June are never fordable; 
por even then, except in the Delaware above Tren
ton. And there are very few countries· to be 
fOl!od, le[s difficult and better adapted for. military 
operations. I What then is the caJe of an inferior 
army in a country thus fituared, when a fuperior 
force is properly led againft it? If it ihould march 
to avoid its enemy fouthward, it runs into a fnare 
from whence it cannot efcape. If it turns to the 
north, it muft combat every difficulty which moun
tains deftitute of provifions can afford ; and if 
he attempts either on the eail: or weft to efcape~ he 
may be attacked in the moment of croiling a con
fiderable river. And yet the General, by the in
dolence of his movements, although he had his 
truly contemptible enemy in this very country, 
fuffered him to cr(),fs the Delaware with his heavy 
baggage and artillery in 1776; and in June 1777 
fhamefully retreated before him, fuffering him 
conftantly to harafs the Britiih rear from Brllnf
~ick ~o Amboy. }.i.nd what was yet more abfurd 

In 
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in military policy) he left this fcene of operations, 
fo full. of advantages to himfelf, and mifchievous 
to his enemy, in order to draw him into a field 
more extenfive, where none of them exifted. 

The Major.general further fays, C( With the 
cc ,force Sir William Howe had under his com
" mand~ I think, if General Wailiington had a 
" willi, it was for him to have gone up the North 
" River." 

This is only matter of opinion, and altogether 
ill-founded. 'Vafhington dreaded the army's pailing 
up the North River. He knew too well thediffi· 
culties he mufl: have to encounter in following it. 
He knew the Britifu army would be tranfported 

-with eafe, and in a thort time, by water; and that 
his own muD: march over mountains, and through 
ravines n.nd {hong defiles; and that he mull re
ceive his provifioos from the fouthern Colonies. 
And he alfo knew, that it would depre[s the fpirits 
of the eaftern militia, prevent them in a good de
gree from joining Gates, and infallibly fave the 
northern army. Such being his fixed opinion; 
when it was' fu<;~efl:ed to him that Sir William 
Howe was gone to the Chefapeak, he would not 
believe it, and cOfltended that the meafure was too 
abfurd to be pamble. Agreeably to this opinion he 
aCted. When Sir William Howe with the fleet 
failed from the Hook fout,&ward, Wafhington 
moved his army from~libbletown northward, in 
order to be more conveniently fituated to follow 

the 
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the"'"' ritiih General up the North River. He be
lieved the failing from the Hook to be a feint, and 
expected each day that he iliould hear of the Ge
neral's return, and of his failing with his army 
towards Albany. And as foon as he heard that 
the Britifu fleet was at the Capes of Delaware, and 
not before, he marched fouthward; but upon reo 
ceiving accounts that the fleet had again frood out 
to rea, frill perfu:1.ded that Sir 'William Howe could 
not act fo contrary to reafon and obvious policy, 
as to go up the Chefapeak to Philadelphia, and 
that he would yet go to the nonhward, he returned 
to his north~rn poft, which he did not leave 
until it was perfeCtly afcertained that the Britifh 
fleet was near the head of Elk. This conduct of 
the rebel General agreed with his declared [enti
ments, and proves the reverfe of the MJjor- general's 
oplDlOn. 

Page 62.] "My reaJon for going. by rea fully 
" Jet forth in my Narrative, page 16." , 

The only reafons ailigned by the General to his 
Sovereign, in his letters, were the difficulties he 
ihould meet with in croiling the Delaware. To 
thefe I have already replied. Since tbat letter, he 
has difcovered a n U in ber of others, equally ill. 
founded; and for thefe I am referred to the N ar· 
ratlve. 

Page 16.] "'1'0 have attacked JVajhiJigton in 
" that flrol1g poft (f<...uibbleto'Wn) , I mltfl neceJ!arilj 
" have made.a cOlZ}iderable circuit of the r;ozmtry." 

rvl Th~ 
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.The utmoft difl:ance of this circuit would not 

have exceeded fifteen miles, about fix miles further 
than to Hillfborough. Neither Quibbletown nOf! 
Hillfborough is ten miles from Brunfwick ; fa that 
this co;ljiderable circuit of country might have been 
performed in one day. A circuit which will bear no 
comparifon with the one he adopted in its ftead; 
and which he took by fea and land, to fight Wafu· 
ington at Bn~ndywine on ground equally ftrong. 

Page 16. ] "1 did not think it adviJeable tQ 
" lofe fo much time as muft have been employed in 
" that march during the intenfe heat ?f the feafon." 

The time which would have been loft· in that 
march could not h<J,ve been more than ten hours;
the time wafted in his Chefapeakcircuit was three 
months. 

Ibid.] "Exclujive of this, (onjideration, our 
" return mujt have been through an exhaufled 
" country, where there was no pojJibility of keeping 
" up the communication with Brunfwick." 

The reader, by this account, may beled to think 
that ~1ibbletownis one hundred mile's from 
Brunfwick, when in faCt it is but ten at moil: ;
and the communication might have been as eafily 
kept up with ~ibbletown, as with HilHbo
rough ;-and bdides, as Sir William- I-lowe had 
only [1,000 men with him, he miaht hav'e had as 

b ' 

many more to have fecured the communication if 
he had wanted them. 

In myLetters I have afferted, that " in the 
" midCt of victory the ardour of his troops was fup-

8 ' U preffedt 
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'?" preffed. t and the General [uppofes, page 62; 
" that the author alludes to his conduct near the 
:" lines of Brooklyn, and introduces the evidence 
n of Lord Cornwallis and Majw.;.general Grey 
" to difprove it." Here the General is miftaken. 
I did. not allude to his .conduct at Brooklyn, but at 
the Brandywine, ,Gollien, and at Germantown. 
Men of the firft reputation forcandour and inte
grity at New York declare, that this was alfo the 
cafe at Brooklyn and the White Plains.; hut, as I 
have not treat~d of the Ci:eneral's conduct at thofe 
places, I fuall take no further notice of his 
evidence. 

IntheLetters, I have [aid, "that at Brunfwick, , 
U Lord Cornwallis was upon the heels of the enc
" my; the deftruCtion of a bridge over the Rari
" ton faved them only for a few hours; their 
" further fecurity was owing to the orders received 
" by that nobleman to halt at Bnmfwick." 

To difprove thefe faCts, he again, page 65, 
1efers to the tefiimony of Earl Cornwallis. On 
this teftimony I fhall make no remarks; but con
tent myfelf with only obferving, that the facts I have 
alledged are ratified not only by the univerfal re.:. 
port of the country, but by the General's own 
letter of the 20th December 1776, written at the 
time when the tranfaCl::ion happened, to give juf!: 
information to his Sovereign, whom he ought not 
to have deceived, and when the General did not 
think of his Defence. And therefore I pre[ume, 
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the Public will give full credit to it. The words 
of tbe letter are: 

,;, In. the Jerfeys, upon the approach of the van 
c;c of Lord Cornwallis's corps to Brunfwick, by a 

" forced march on the firft infbwt, the enemy 
'" went off mojl precipitately to Prince T~wn; and 
-', had they not preveillted the pafi~age of the Rari .. 
" ton, by breaking a part of Brunfwick bridge, fo 
'" great was the conjujioJ1. among them, that their 
'c arnzy 'Nuljl inepttably 'have been cut to pieces," 

'" .L1~ firfl dejign extending no further tban to get 
n poJJeJlion of Eo) New Jerle)'~ LORn CORNWALLIS 

" HAD ORDERS NOT TO ADVANCE BEYON D BRUNS

" WICK, WHICH OCCASIONED HIM TO DISCONTINUE 

" Hn PURSUIT." 

Here every faCt I have alledged, and which the 
Ger.eral has deoied,ftands fully confeffed by himfelf; 
and whtn' it is known that the Raritan is fordable at 
Brunfwick at eveTY recefs of the tide, no man can 
doubt but the fpirit and activity of his Lordlhip 
would have led him, had not his orders been·-"not to 
" advance beyond I1runfwick," to have pur[ued, an 
enemy thus precipitately H flying," thus ready to be 
" cue to pieces," and having fo H difficult" a river 
to pars as the Delav/.1re, 

The advantages which muit ho.ve been derived 
from continuing the purhlit were fo critical, fo 
momc:ntous, and obvious, that we cannot fuppo[e 
that an Officer [0 aetive and enterprifirg) and who 

had purfued his enen,y more than 90 miles, re:
c::ucing their nllmbers from I 8~000 to 3)000 men, 

would 
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would have,difcontinued his purfuit at the moment 
that enemy had before him all the difficulties of 
croffing a confiderable river. 

Page 67.] WaJhington's force at this time (when 
he was followed to 'Trenton) conjijfed of 6000 men, 
exclu)ive of Lee's corps of 4000; General Wajbington 
lojf no time in croffing his artillery and heavy baggage 
over the Delaware at 'Trenton, before we could move 
from Brunfwick. He alfo croJ!ed part of his troops, 
keeping a corps on the eajf )ide to obferve our motions. 

This paragraph contains three mi['(akt~s ; one of 
them, I truft, the General himfelf will confefs. He 
here fays that Wafhington's force confifted of 6000 

men. In his Narrative, page 8, he acknowledgeil 
that force to be only 3000 when it attacked Ca
lonel Rhal at Trenton. He alfo aliens that Lee's 
corps confi{ted of 4000 men. In his letter *' to 
the Secretary of State, giving an account of Lee's 
capture, which happened only a few days before, 
'he fays it con(tfted of 2000 men. Thefe con~ 
tradiCtions in his opinions, at the time he was 
writing to the, Secretary of State, and when he is 
making his defence before the ,Public, the. reader 
will be at no lois to account for. However, the 
truth is, that Wafbington, by- his own returns 
made on the day before he crolfed the Delaw:.:re, 
had no more than 3300; and a number of thefe 
deferted immediately after. Lee's ccrps did not 

~ See his Letter, dw:d Dec. 20th, 1776, 
amount 
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amount to I Eva; and on his capture, many of 
them deferted ; fo ,that when Wafhington made .his 
great, and what many thought would be, his laft 
etfovt to recover his ·defperate affajrs, he could only 
bring over againft Colonel Rhal 2800 men, or. 
dering Cadwallader with his brigade of 500 men 
to crofs ,the Delaware, and to artack Borden.town; 
where only 80 Heman grenadiers were left by 
Colonel Donop. The ice in [he Delawarepreveoted 
this intended manreuvre. And yet Sir Wiliiam 
Howe fuffered WafhingtoIl with this army, then 
the whole Continental fOfce of America, to take 
from him all Eaft and Weft Jerfey, except his 
pofts on the Rariton, and that too at a time when 
he cQofefTes in his Narrative, .page 41, that his 
" great JucceJ!es had intimidated the leaders of tbe 
" rebellion, and nearly induced a general JubmijJion." 

N or is it a fact, that" W afhington loft no time in 
" crofting his artillery over the Delaware at Tren
" ton before we could move fromBrunfwick.~t 
Wafhington believed that the Britifh General had no 
defign of moving his army from Eaft to WeftNew 
Jerfey. Upon what Wafhington's belief was found. 
ed, I know not. But it is certain, that he acted as if 
he was acquainted with the General's firft intentions. 
That he hadtif we may credithis own letters to Con
grefs now in Britain, copies of returns of the Britiili 
army, is a faft. It is therefore highly probable, this 
refolution mightinadvertmtly traofpire through the 
fame channel. Poffeffed with this belief, Wafhing-

ton 
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ton did not leave Princeton until the Britiihvan 
was within three miles of it. Nor had he pre
pare_d boats ,at Tre-nton to tranfport his army over 
the Delaware. The fame boats which Lord Corn
wallis fays; in his teftimony, " he had hopes of 
,~ finding at Coryel'sFerry," did not get down to 
Trenton until late in, the fame night that the 
Britifh army flepf at Princeton. And there.;. 
fore it 'was, that Wafhington did not begin to 
tranfport his baggage and artillery over the De", 
laware, until twelve o'clock that night; and could 
not get his baggage and troops over, until a few 
min utes before the arrival of the Britifh army *~ 
which had loitered [eventeen hours within 
twe] ve miles of Trenton. F or this confidence of 
Wafhington in the indolence of the Britifh Gene .... 
raj, his principal officers who were not in his feeret 
c'ouncils blamed him. And it was upon this oc
cafion that Weede n, a rebel General, wrote the 
letter I have mentioned in page 48 of the Letters to 
a Nobleman, declaring, " that General Howe had 
"a mortgage on Warhi~gton's army for fome 
" time, but had not yet foreclofed it." 

It is al(o a miftake, that WaGlington " craffed a 
" part of his troops over the Delaware, keeping :.t 

• See Sir WilIi1ID Howe's L~tter, 20th Dec. 1776. The 
trllth is, the lail: rebei embarkation had not le(t the Jerk! 111:. :;; 
when the Britilh van appeared in fight. And a Mr. Samuel f'/!on',~ 
one of the rebel officers, whore fervant was taken. Die" I C ;1& 

cfc<pe ;>11 horfeback, becaufe-he could not reach the lall: boat. 

,: corps 
" 
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" corps' on the eaft fide to obferve our motions ;" 
no corps was croifed over until the morning of the 
day on which the Britifh army took up their quar. 
tel'S at Trenton. 

Page 66.] "'l'he troops of the left column were 
" not in their cantonments in the evening of the march 
" to Princeton until dark~ and thofe of the right 
" column not till lome hours after dark." 

How illuuve is this! I have afferted that the 
army arrived at Princeton at four o'clock in 
the afternoon. This fact the General does not deny; 

but to evade it, we are told, when the two columns 
were fettled in their cantonments. How long it was 
before the twO columns were in their cantonments, 
I know not; perhaps the fame indolence prevailed in 
cantoning the army as in the other operations. 
But that both the columns were Britifh troops, per. 
fealy relieved from fatigue by their Hay at Brlilof. 
wick, and zealous for action, and either of them 

fuperior in numbers to the flying and panic-ftruck 
enemy, are truths that cannot be concealed or 

evaded. And therefore it is evident, that they 

eafily might have overtaken, in the courfe of [even. 

teen hours, the enemy,who were within twelve miles 
of Iheir quarters, and that in the very act of croff. 
ing the Delaware; thilt river, of which the diffi. 

culties in croffing have been fo magnified to fervv 
f\Dother purpore. 

Page 67-] CJ'he cattfe of 110t marching earlier the 
following day was, that the enenzy had broke down the 

bridle 
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hridge which could not be fooner repaired, and rendered 
fit for the paJ!age of artillery. 

This bridge was over a creek which an Englilh 
JH.~ntei" wOl1ld leap with .eafe. It was within a [nile 
.of the Britifh he,ad-'quarters, .i:s banks Goping to 

the water's edge with the gentleft declivity,' and 
fordable at the high-road, and in UNenty other places 
within half a mile of it. The bridge itfelf, which 
was only ufed occaGonally by the inhabit~nts on 
heavy falls of rain, might have been repaired in 
,one hour, and at four o'clock in 'the moming as 
well as ten o'clork in the day....."..there was nothing to 

prevent it. There are people now in London per
£ectly acquaimd with this formidable h:rid§t and. 
creek. 

I bid.] 'fo accotmt for his not crojjing the Dela
ware after his reduced and panic-!lr..uck enmry, at a 
lime when he had brought the country nearly to a 
" general fubmiJJi-on," he again refers to Lord Corn. 
'1f.'allis's evidence, who tells us, '" as the Delaware was 
" 110t fordable, and we could get 110 foats, it was cef'-
t,' t ainly impra(,,'iical;le.'~ , 

That the Delaware ,could not have been paired 
-at this time withol1~t boats or rafrs, is tru~. But 
theG(;oeral muft tell us in his rejoinder, why he 
did no.t wnftruCl: rafts or pontoons, which might 
bl~e been done in a few days with the materials in, 
Trenron *. This is a.que~ion ~o which the Public 

• See Mr. Gallowa¥'s Examination. p. 4~' 
N has 
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has',a i'Yght, and will expeCt, a fatisfaC'l:dry, and not 
an evatlve anfwer; efpecially as the croiling th~ 
Delaware ar this time was moil: critical and mo
mentous, and lUull have put FIn immediate r:nd to. 
the rebellion. 
: At this time, the moqels of Governqlent in th¢ 
rebel States wer~ fcarcely forqled, and their all'
thority by no means eftabpilied. Every member 
of the rebel State of New Jerfey had fled out of 
the province; <j.nd the Congrefs themfelves, with 
the utmofl:: precipitation, had alfo fled from Penn~ 
fylvani;:j. into Maryland. A univerfal panic, with 
a ddire of immediate [ubmiffion, then prevailed 
throughout all North America. Wathington's. 
army was reduced to 3000 men. The city of rh~
!adelphia was dif1:ant no more th~ntwo days -eafy 
march; it was intirely d~fencelefll; 3900 Briti1l1 
might have peen fpared to have taken immediate 
poffeffion of it; while tqe other, and by far greater 
part of the Britifh army, might have been emf 
ployed in the final defl:ruftion of the rebel force 
and magazines. The Bri[ifh fleet, or fuch a part 
()f it as might be thought neceirary, with trani: 
ports loaded with ftores and provifions for the 
army, might have failed round in one week, and, 
without a fingle obfl:rqtl:ion *, have paired \-lP to 
Philadelphia, which (!very ~ircl,.lmftance demo~. 

• At this time Mud IIland fort was not built; the chev~ux
cle-frize and chain lVere not ':Dade, ·nor were their fire-rafts or 
water-gua4'd in any killd of force.' '" 

ftrate~ 
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fl:rated to be the moft comfortable and moftpro ... 
per quartersJor the army. in winter: Had this mea
[ure, which plain common fenfe fo evidently dic
tated; been pUGfued, the reader will determ~ne, 

whether that country, which the General has in
camioufiy confeffed; was, by the previol1s fucceffes 
of the Britilh arms, brought " nearly to a general 
" fubmiffion," would not have ended the rebellion, 
preferved the Northern army, preven~ed a war 
w.ith Ftance and Spain, faved the millions which 
have been expended, and preferved the nation 
from thofe imminent dangers and diftreffes which 
11~tely threatened the Independence of the Britiili 
nation. 

Page 68.] 7l'he General again adduces the te.fti-
11!0ny of L~rd Cor1'f1?allis and Sir George Ojborne, t() 
'Vindicate his·conduct in hc:ving taken7l'renton into the 
chain 'of. cantonmenfs, and for pofling the HejJian 
troops" with the 42d regiment, there and at Borden~ 
town, under the command of Colonel D~nop. 

Here he attempts to evade the force of th~ 
charge againft him. I have not ceofmed his con~ 
dua for" taking Trenton into his chain of can
"tonments." Seeing he would net crofs· ~heDe~ 
laware, this was a prudent and neceffary meafure. 
It was neceffary to cover New Jerfey, which he 
had then conquered, and might have been fecured, 
had he' taken one proper fiep for that purpofe. 
There is not, therefore, a fentiment in the Letters 
that can bear this meamng: I have only blamed 

N 2' him;3 
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him, 111U1; for giving the command of his fron~kf 
'cantonments to foreigners, who did not under· 
ftand the·language or policy of the country; and 
''2d;, ~nd principally, for kaving "i-h-::: weakeft com
mand, or fewefl:number of men, next to the mait1' 
foreeof the enemy:> and the frrongeft and greateft 
command where there was no encimy to fear. 

The reader will here permit me to refer him to 
a pdtlfal of Lord Cornwallis's evidence, where he 
wiH find, that no facr".which bis Lordfhip afferts-, 
terids to contradict any of the charges in this para
graph; all that he fays, relates to the covering of 
TrentDn, whic-h certainly was jlldtcious and ne· 
ce{fary. But had his Lordfhip been confulted on 
the quantum of force which ought to have been 
left at Trenton, or upon the expedience or pro .. 
priety of placing foreigners in the frontier. pofts, I 
am confident he viould have advifed agai·nR: either 
of thpfe meafures; and had he been aiked by the' 
General, whether the greateft or weakeft "force 
ought to have been placed in the frontier canton· 
ments, he would, without any heGtation, have 
advifed the greatel1. 

Page. 69'] Sir George Ojborne, whoJe evidence 
I have mentioned, tells us, that, after the misfor. 
tune of 'I'renton, Colonel Donop acquainted him, thaI 
if Colonel Rhal had executed the orders he had deli
'Vered him from Sir W"lliam Howe, which were, to 
eref! redoubts at the poft of Trenton, that his opinion 
'lvas) it would have been impoj}ibZe to have forced 

Rhars 



( '93 ) 

Rbal's brigade,' before he could come to hiS'aJlzflance 
from Bordentown. 

If this was the declaration of Colonel- Donop~ 
as we mull: fuppuf\::; inafmuch asa gentleman of 
Sir George Ofborne's eftablilhed credit has de
dared it, it can only convince us, when the r~al 
facts are known, of the impropriety and iJl:policy 
of placing Heman commanders in the ' advanced 
and moll: 'dangerous poft, with a command' fo 
weak, to 'Oppofe the whole force of the enemy. 
Ther truth' is, that Colonel Donop, When Tren .. 
ton wasaifaulted a'nd taken, was drawn down to 
Mount Holly, twelve miles diftant from 'Eorden
town, and eighteen from Trenton, with' his whole 
'corps,except Sb grenadiers; contrary to the in
formation afld'advice'received from Mr;Gallow'ay. , 
This gentlem'an 'told him,' that the enemy's force 
at Mount Holly, which he fuppofed,ftom the 
information he had received from' anurnber of the 
difaffdred, who ha~ grofsly impofed on him, to be 
300() men, were no more than 450, men and boys, 
prevailed 'on to make a thow, and to draw him 
from his poft, while Trenton was attacked. This 
informacion the Colonel difregarded; the 'confe
quence of which was, that Colonel Donop was not 
at Bordentown, from whence he could fuppbrt 
Colonel Rhal; and therefore Colonel Donop raId 
Sir George what was not a faa, to apo16gife for 
his own' unmilitary'toncillcr •. 

6 But 
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But jf the Colonel had received orders t6 clire~ 
Colonel Rhal to fortify Trenton, one would ima
gine the General had taken the fame precaution in 
refpeCt to Bordentown. And yet we know .~ha~ 
Colonel Donop acted the fame iridifcreet and un~ 
military part with Colonel Rhal, and ind.eed 
worfe; for he left his poft, although equally ex~ 
pofed to the enemy, who had boats to crofstheir 
whole force over, to the affault of either poft, thell 
unfortified. Walhington was not unmindful of 
thefe military blunders, and ~herefore fent his con .. 
tern ptible body of new raifed militia, moLl of them 
boys, to draw Colonel Donop from ,his poft, while 
he fhould attack it, as well as Trenton 1 and no
thing faved Bordentown, at the til]1e Trenton was 
taken, but the ice in the Delaware, which pre
vented a corps of 500 men, under Cadwallader, 
from palling that river. 

Had Colonels Donop am~ Rhal received orders 
from the General to fortify their refpetl:ive pofts; is 
,it credible that officers of their rank andexp~rience 
would have prefumed to. difobey them? I 'fhould 
think not, when their own fafety and honour de
pended on their obedience. If Colonel D~nop 
had received [l1ch orders, it was his duty to have 
feen them executed; if he did not, why did not 
the General call him to anfwer for fo great a breach 
of duty? Why did he afterwards intruft a man, 
who had tranfgreifed the militfJry law in a point fo 

important, 
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important, and, which hiJ.d brought difgrace and 
ruin on the Britiili fervice,. with the important 
~ommand again(\: R~d BanI)". ? But there are other 
queftions, to whjc;h we may call on the General 
for explicit anf wers. Were the "orders to Colonel 
panop in writing, or no~? If they were in writing, 
why are they not produced? Jf they were not, they 
~enainly 04ght to h~ve .been, in a matter of fo 
much confequence. But further. Why did not the 
General fee that thofe redoubts wen~ built, before 
he withdrew his foyce from Tremon? If they were 
per::effary ax all, they were immediately neceffary. 
The affaults ppon Trenton might have been made 
the next day after the enemy had left it, as well as 
the eleventh. The General, with his whole army, 
remained on the fpot, from the Sth to the 14th of 
pecember *; and in half of tP:lt time the redoubts 
;ott bothpof.l:s might have been completed, and the 
fubfequent difgraces and misfortunes, to the Bri
tiili fervice, prevented. The General, therefore" 
mufi: yet find a better apology for thofe two blun
ders; of leaving his frontier' pofts, which were 
the moll ~xpofed, and in fight of the whole, force 
pf the enemy, in a fiate altogether defencelefs, 
and with the fmalleft number ,of troofs of any 
pf his cantonment~; blunders that would difgra~e 
~he wea~e!1 officer in his army. 

* See h is Letter to Lord Ge6rge Germain~ of the 20th of 
.pecem~r, 1776. 
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Ibid:] Wajhington, after Lee's ;orps joined him, 
had never leJs than 8000 men~ 

General Lee was taken, on the J 2 th of De
cember, 'by Colonel Harcourt, at the head of his 
corps, near Trenton, on their way to join Wafh
ington. A few days after the [cattered remains of 
that corps, not confiftihg of 700 men, joined 
Wailiington, . who, reinforced by that corps, 
attacked Trenton; and the General confeJfes, in 
his Narrative, page 8, when he intends to throw 
the blam.e on Colonel Rhal, for fuffering Trenton 
to be taken, that H he was credibly informed, that 
'~, the numbers of the enemy did not exceed 3000 ;'~ 

but in his Obfervations, when he has another pur
,pore, in view, he aff'erts, that Wafhington had 
never lefs than 8000 men, after the junction of 
Lee's corps. The General did not recollect, at 
the time he made \.lfe of this argument, that it 
proves too much for his own reputation; and that, 
if it vindicates it in one cafe, it more ftrongly con:' 
demns it in another. For if Wa!hington's force 
~, was not leis than 8000" men, when he left Treri .. 
ton with only ! 200, under Colonel Rhalo in a 
fiate entirely unfortified, to oppo[e that 8000$ did 
~his military know ledge lead him to believe that 
the paft of Trenton was fafe? Did it juftify hi$ 
not feeing .that pofl in a flate of defence, at leaft 
for one day, before he left it; before he drew the 
main Briri(h arm)! from it? I wi{h fome reflec
tions, yet more to the General's difadvantage than 

thofe 
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thofe I have yet enumerated, may not obtrude 
~hemfelves opon the mind qf the candid enquirer 
into his conduCt. If there were 8000 men within 
iJght of the de fe ncelefs po)1 of Trenton, did General 
Howe intepd to, facrifice that poft to the wicked 
defigfls d a faCtion, combined againft the honour 
of his Sover.eign, and the happinefs of his coun. 
try? Or fhall we impute it to his-ignorance in mi. 
litary fervi;ce ? 
, But Y,et even tQis excufe his friend Major-ge~ 
nerd Grey ~ill not fuffer us to aqmit. He de. 
dares, page 96, that the "divifion of the army, 
" befor:e the battle of Brandywine, was a majlerly 
" nZOvc1tJent, deceived tpc enemy, and brought on 
~' an at1jon wit.h almoft certainty of fuccefs;" we 
cannot, .therefore} impute fo grofs a blunder to 
ignorance. The reader will .afcribe it to another 
caufe. 
, I hav~ alTert.ed, in page 6 I of my Letters, that 

Wafhington WaS enc;unped<,lt OEibblerown, aoout 
nine miles JrornBrunfwick, with fewer than 6000 

undifciplined and badly appointed troops, which, 
with a corps of 2000 men, under General sum: 
van at Prince Town, compofed his whole force. 
To this the General anfwers, 

.Ibid.] From the intelligence 1 then had, and 
which! have not jince htld reaJon to doubt, WaJhing
ton had not lefs than 10,000 men in his camp, on the 
hill above fllJtibbletown. 

The General fhews no want of ingenuity in 
p:ating his own numbers, and thofe of his enemy. 

..... 0 Ia 
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In treating of the former, he gives us only his ef. 
feaive rank and file, exclufive of officers, an 
important part of his force; but in fpeaking of 
the rebel army, he always extends his ideas to its 
whole force. This is artful, and ingenioufiy 
adapted to mi!lead men unacquainted with fuch 
calculation. However, allowing him w hat he con
tends for, and fuppofing that he had " 11,000 

" fighting men," and Waihington 10,000, yet 
1 he former were veteran troops,. inured to viCtory, 
and eager for action; and the latter were new' 
raifed and undifcipIined, and at leafi: one.half 
militia *. Was he afraid of attacking Wafhington 
with [uch men? If he was, why did he not add to 

their numbers T 1,000 more? His own returns, 
will prove, that the numbers then under his im
mediate command, were not iefs than 35,000. 

Page iO.] His (Wafhington's) camp was to the 
full as int1ccej}ible in the rear as in the front, and an. 
a,ttack upon his rightJlank (from every account 1 
could get) would have been flill more hazardous. 

The furveyor of the county, who knew the 
fpot on which Wafi1ington was encamped, was at 
New York when the General proceeded to Hi1Hbo~ 
rough; he was attending on the army to render 
his Cervices. He had drawn a chart of the roads 
round Vlfailiington's camp; and' he communicated 

* It will oCCur to the Reader, that Lord Cornwallis, with 
iefJ than :7.000 veteran troops, has lately defeated, and totally 
routed, 7000. 

his 
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his ideas to General Skinner, who had conftant 
accefs to the' General. He was ordered to hold 
himfelf in reaqinefs to attend the army in Jerfey ; 
But he was left at New York, without any notice 
of its movement to 'HilHborotlgh. Ofthefe fatts, 
whenever called upon, he will make folemn affida
vit ; arid further, that Waihington's,canlp was ac
ceffible both' in the rear 'and on the right flank, 
00 higher· and more commanding ground. C 

Ibid.] Wajhington was certainly' induced to be.;. 
lie've that my i1tlenti01twas 10 attack him; and-had he 
not been, perJealy fatisfiedwith the -ftre?Jgth oj ;his 
pojl, he, would not have remained fo long in it. 

It was impollible that Walhington -could con
ceive, from the -movement of the Britilh army, that 
the General irifended to attack him. It did not in 
the leaftindicate fuch deugo, but manifeftly the re
verfe ; indeed; it rather difcovered a fear in the Ge
neral, of an attack from the rebel army. Could 
Waihrngton-,when General Howe, with all the ap
pearance 'of cam ion and fear, in his whole march 
from 'Brunfwick to Hiilfborough, and during his 
fray at that poft, kept the Rarlton, an unfordable 
river, between him and the paft of his enemy, a 
fituation from which he could neither attack nor 
be attacked, pollibly believe he intended to attack 
hi!U? It was this unmilitary conduct which en
couraged Walhington to remain in his camp, be
cau[e he knew he was feife while Sir William Howe 
remained thus pofted. Had the General wifhed 
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to have induced Wafhington to believe he interided 
[0 bring on an action, there was one obvious and 
infallible mode of doing it. A march of five O~ 
fix miles would have carried the army to Wafh
ington's right flank or rear, It would then have 
been pofted between Warnington and all his re
fources; it would have cut him off from his ma
gazines of proviGon, his military frores, and his 
boats, th~n lying [orne within [even teen, and aU 
within thirty miles of the. Britifh poft. In this 
cafe, Wafhington mull:. hav:e deferred his camp, or 
ftarved; and if he had moved, the General might 
have attacked, or purfued him to his boats, to 
whi.;h the Britifh army wOl,lld have been many 
miles nearer than W .. dhingl:On, as he mutt have 
taken a confiderable c~rctlit to have reCl~hed them, 
and to ha~e avoided an ;laioo, fuppofing it t~ 
ha ve been praCticable. But infiead <;>f this ma,
nreuvre, the General did not move hisarlY!Y to
wards the Delaware, far enough to induce a be
lief that he intended either to cro[s it, to get in 
the enemy's rear~ or to cut him off from his fup
plies. 

From page 7 I to 96, the General has introduced. 
tbe teflimony of Sir Andrew Snape Hammond, to apo~ 
logize for not going up the Delaware, when be ar" _ 
,i'wd with his fleet atthe Capes of that Bay. - -

It woulci be a tedious ~a.ik~ and little entertain", 
lng to the reader~ fhollld I travel through all the 
n1iftal~es contained ip thi~ ~~nimony, ~ refpetl:ing 
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the numerous ", !boals, and rapidity of the tides" 
in the Delaware; the force of Wa!bington at 
Willmington; the narrownefs of the channel at 
Newcafile; the difficulties of landing the troops, 
and the great firength of the rebel water-guard. 

I will, therefore, content myfelf, becau[e I truft 
the reader will be fatisfied, with afew brief and ge. 
neral obfervations on the whole. The Jhoals are 
to be feen in Fifher~s chart of the Delaware, 'the 
tide does not run two miles and an half in an hour. 
As to the narrownefs of tbec/2annel at Newc::1.frle, 
every ikilful mariner, who has failed up the BJe-
1aware~ knows, that from the Pea-patch below, to 

Marcus, Hook above, that (own, a dilbnce of 20 

.miles, it is at leaft two miles in width. The firength 
of Wafhington,at Willmington, was perfectly yi
fionary ; becaufe it is known he was not anhat time 
in Pe.nnfylvania,: And there are a number of gen
tlemen, now in London, who can prove that the fort 
at Mud Wand was in an unfinifhed and defence1efs 
!tate, and poffeffed by 130 militia only; that the 
water guard was unprepared and unmanned, and 
the chain not finifued; and that there are a vari. 
~ty of places between the Bite of N ewcafl:le and 
Marcus Hook, perfectly adapted to the landing 
of an army with the tltmoft eafe. Of this, Sir 
Andrew, in his crofs examination, notwirhftand
ing aU the imaginary difficulties he had before 
enumerated, makes a full confemon; for, in page 
87, he candidly declares, that he " never pre

~~ ~C;Qqeq ~o qenr the practicability of landing an 
.5 " army-
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u army in the Delaware.~' But, to put this mat~ 
ter beyond difpute, I need only remind the Pub~ 
lie, that the fame Beet which Sir William Howe 
has endeavoured to perfuade us would be in 
danger from the difficulties in the navigation, and. 
the rebel force, by his own orders, (hortly 'after, 
when Wafhington had poifeffion of the country on 
both fides, did fai·j up the fame river uninjured and 
unmolefled, and in lefs than half the rime it had 
taken to fail up the Chefapeak, and Wafhington's 
troops were in poffeffion of both banks of the river) 
when the water-guard was prepared, and in com-
plete force. . 

Pages 104 and 105 are partly employed £11 an at
tempt to pro1Je there was no time lofl in flopping the 
banks of Province Ijland, to enable the workmen (0 

ereCt the batteries again} Mud ljlalzd. 
J To fupport the charge of negleCt, I !hall apply 

to the General's own declarations; by which it 
will appear, that the city of Philadelphia was ill 
the GeneraPs poffeffion on the 26th of Septem
ber ';Ii, and that the batteries were opened againll: 
IVlud Wand on the 15th of November, exaC1:11 
{even weeks after t. What were the ~arpenter~ 
:and working parties employed in during thIS time,? 
We are told they were repairing the dykes, and 
Hopping Ollt the tides. If the engineer employed 
them in that labour, when he had liberty to pro~ 

. ",. See Sir William Howe's r,.~tt~r to Lord George 'Ge~mai~ 
lOt the 10th ofOttober, 1777. .. 

't See Obfervatiol)s, p. 10:1" 
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cure artifts, he was very ~bfurd. This buGnefs is 
a particu lar art, and to be performec;l only by ex
perienced men. Their wages are from 7s. 6 do 
to IO s. per diem, while the wages of an upland 
ditcher is only 2 s.; and I have knQwn a mafler 
artift fent for from Virginia, and paid ISO l. per an-
11um falary. Hence it was that the carpenters and 
working parties, if they were employed in repair
ing the dykes, laboured.in vain, in a bufiners that 
they knew nothing about; but the truth is, the}~ 

were as fruitlefsly employed in mud and water, to 
erea: the batteries. This occafioned the applica
tion to Mr. Galloway, by Lord Cornwallis, who" . 
as is before mentioned, had them repaired in fix 
days. The number of men employed by him,. 
were upwards of forty. 

An attempt is made, in page 106, to vindicate 
the General's conduct, in. not attacking the rebel 
army at White M adh.. "I bad, fays he, the befl 
" intelligence that the ener}'}y's poft was not alfailable, 
" in the rear." 

The guides who attended the General in th~~ 

truly ridiculous expedition, and who lived from, 
their infancy. on the fpot, and many others, will 
prove, on oath, that the ground in Wa!hington~~ 
rear commanded his camp; and it is not lefs rrue~ 
that he was prepared, at a moment's notice, ()~ 

the General's movement towards his rear, for. 
flight. His heavy baggage VIlas fent off to"ward 
Skippack, and his light was in readinefs for a pre-

cipitate 
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tipitate movement. Men of undoubted reputa .. 
tion, within his lines at the time, have confirmed 
thefe facts. 

But the Generai here again calls to his aid the 
teftimony of Major-general Grey, who fays, " I 
~, think an attack on the enemy, fo very ftrongly 
~, fitl1'ated as they were at White MarCh, would 
" have been ,highly imprudent.'; Did the Major
general ever reconn,oirre the rear of WalbirJgton's 
camp? Was he ever on, or near that ground? 
He does not alfert it; and the truth is, he never 
was. May he not then have been l'niftaken in his 
opinion? He in the next page as pofitive1y afferts, 
that the war was carried on, " in the ftrongeft 
" cout:ltry in the world, with almofr an unani
" mous people to defend it ;'~ and in both of thefe 
opinions, there are now but few men who do not 
know that he is grofsly miaaken. 
, I'tiave faid~ that the General " fupinely fuf
" fered himfelf to be furprifed at Germantown." 
To difprove this charge, we are referred to Sir 
George Ofborne's tefl:imony; and, when we can
didly examine what he has,faid on the fubjeCt, we 
find it rather fupports than difproves it. All 
that Sir George has [aid in, favour of the Ge
neral, is, 'that he ordered him to move in front of 
the line of infantry; and told him he "miaht 

, " 1 __ t:l 

" expect the enemy at day-break.': 

This 
" 
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This only proves, that the General had fame 
fufpicions of the enemY'$ defign; but not that he 
had, in confequence of that fufpicion, given the 
neceffary orders to the army, to prepare them for 
r.eceiying the enemy, and to prevent a furprife. 
If he really believed he !bould be attacked, he is 
yet more culpable than I had imagined; for it is 
evident, fron1 the tefiimonyof his own witnefs, 
that no fuc,h or,ders were given. Four different 
queftions were puno Sir George, in order to draw 
from him his opinion on the furprife of the army; 
:t.1l of which he declined [Q anfwer. If he did believe 
the army was not furprifed, would not his honour, 
and the juftice due to the Genera], have induced 
him to have declared his opinion? And} ashe de
clined it, is there not what amollnts to the ftrongeft 
prefumption, that he co!]ld not deny it without 
violating his honour and the truth? But if the 
General really gave the neceffary orders to the fe
veral officers of his ;;frmy to prevent ~ fl1l'prife, ,all 
his Aides Gle Camp, and his Secretary, were in 
L.ondon during the examination of his witndfes 
before the Committee of the Houle of Commons, 
Why then did he not prove fuch orders by them? 
His honour, his military charaCter demanded it io 

and yet we And he hilS pr\,)dently avoided to examirie 
t)1em on the [u bjecr. 

In the Letters to a Nobleman, page 86 to 89, 
I have faithfully defcribed tbe difireffed utuation 
of the rebel army at th:; Valley Forge, and charged 

f ~h~, 
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the General with. a high brea.ch of his duty tphi~. 
Sovereign, in not attacking or befieging it, and by' 
that means faving his country from aU its fubfe
quent misfortun,es. As this is a high charge, the 
Public willexcufe me if I repeat it at large, and 

! then confider his anf wer. 
" Hexe" (at the Valley Forge) " vVafhipgton 

" lay all the winter and fpring, encountering dif
" ficulties which language can fca:rcely pefcriber 
H His army' labouring under bad appointment~i 
" almoft in every refpect; his troops in a maflner 
" naked, in the rpolt inclement feafO'n of the year, 
" having no faIt provifions, and little faIt to eat 
" with their frefh ; often on {hort allowance in re
H fpeB: to both; rapidly wafting by ficknefs, that 
cc raged with extreme mortality in all his different 
H hofpitals, and without any 6f the capital medi
'"' cines to relieve them. His army was likewife 
" diminifhed by confrant defertions, in companie~ 
~, from ten to fifty at a tii.n~; hence in threei. 
" months his number was reduced to le[s than' .. ',: 

" 4000 men, who could not, with propriety, be 
" called effecrives. 

" V\T alhington's army continued· in this weak 
H and dangerous fiate from De~ember till May; 
~, while the Britifh troops, who had the beft ap~ 
« pointments3 and were in high health and fpirits~ 
" Jay in Philadelphia, in a great meafure inacrive~ 
-' f uffering the rebels to diftre[s the loyal inhabit-' 
" ants on every fide of the Britiili lines, to dearoy 

" their 
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H their mills, feize their grain, their hotres, their 
" cattle; imprifon) whip, brand, and kill the 
" unhappy people, who, devoted to the caufe of 
" their Sovereign, at every rifg ue, were daily fup
" plying the army, ilavy, an d loyal inhabitants 
It within the lines, with every neceffary and luxury 
" that the country afforded." 

To the .charge thus made, with fo many circum. 
fiances preciftly defined, the General, as upon many 
btheroccafions, contents himfelf with making only a 
general anfwer. \He dt)es .not prefume to deny 
bne of the facts I have afferted; he does not .deny 
the' defcription I have given of the weakn.efs of the 
enemy's camp, and of its lines and redoubts; of 
its numbers of men; of its truly difrreffed trate, 
arifing from the want of comfortable lodgings, of 
provifions, and of clothing; or of the confrant de ... 
fenians, and extreme mortality raging among his 
troops. All thefe faEts he gently glides over in 
filence, and artfully teLts his defence on the .fa I .. 
lowing naked affertion: That 

Page 106.] "The, Author's plan of befieging 
c, the enemy at the Valley Forge, is in the higheft 
H dearee abford. Had I made a divifion of the b . 

«, troops in the manner he propofes, I fuould have 
" expofed them to b,e beaten in detaiL" 

Surely this cannot be deemed ,a fatisfaEtory an
fwer to thofe numerous fads) fhould I fay nothing 
in reply; however, fatigued as 1 am with the dif~ 
aareeable ta:!k of refuting 10 many pofitive affer-
~ . 

P 2 nons, 
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tions, and, fuch numerOllS mifveprefentations, r 
cannot pars it over in filence. On my reader1s ac
COllnt, as well as my own, I will be brief. Th&: 
reader will fe~, in the Appendix, a genuine letter 
from a Committee of Congre[s, appoil~ted to ex
amine into the cau[es of the diftreffed ftate of 
Walhington's army, and fitting at the Valley 
Forge at the time I have mentioned. It is figned 
Francis Dana, one of the Committee, in behalf of 
the reft, directed to the Prefident of the Congrefs, 
and indorfed in the hand-writi.lg of Mr. Laurens, 
the then PreGdent, from whofe trunk, among 
other intereH:ing papers, it was taken; the au
thenticity therefore cannot be difputed. from 
this letter, it will appear that I have been modeft 
in my defcription of the difheffes of WaIhington's 
army; I truft I have been fa in every other piece 
of information, which I have, from the beft of 
motives, given my country; and I cannot help 
acknowledging, that I efteem it a fortunate event, 
that I £m thus jufti6ed in a particular which car
ried with it a greater degree of improbabllity than 
any other that 1 have communicated to the public. 

Having peru fed this letter, the reader will re
colleer, that the General had under his immediate 
command near 20,000 veteran troops; that his 
enemy had not 3000 men, who could with pro
priety be called effeC1ives; that thefe were in a 
manner defritute of almoft every neceffary; and 
that he hau' not hor[es to carry off his cannon and 

militafY 
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military frores. \Vhat, then, could prevent the Ged 
Deral from marching out with 5000 men, and at
tacking this enfeebled, fickly, and naked enemy, thus 
deftitute of provifions ? Was he afraid that 5000 

veteran Britons would be beaten" in detail" by Jucb 
tin enemy? Why, then, did he not take his whole army 
(as there was at that time .no other body of men 
in arms on tbe whole continent of America), and 
attack, or furround, andftarve: him into a furren
cler, agreeably to the plan I have mentioned in the 
Letters * ? Could any thing be more praCticable? 
Did not every fenfe of military duty, the recent 
10fs of the Northern army, and the critical ftate of 
affairs at that time in Europe, all urgently prefs 
him to take this meafure? Had this been done, 
the honour of his country, fhamefully loft at Sa
ratoga, would have been regained; all the valu
able artillery, and military {tares of the continent, 
would have fallen into his hands. The Congrefs~ 
feeing their whole force taken or difperfed, mufi: 
have defponded of fl.lrther oppofition; all America 
muft have fLlbmitted; and the Court of France 
muft have feen the folly of its new alliance, and 
rece<;led from it; and thus the General might hive 
faved his country from all its prefent difficulties, 
embarrafi'ments, and difl:refi'es. . .. 

<It< See Letters to a Nobleman, p. 89, and the chart, ilio\v
ing the pofition of the rebel army. and of the poth propofed to 
be taken by the BriUh. 

If 
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tf there was not a want of inclination, why was', 

not this done? The General cannot plead want of' 
perfetl: knowledge of the defpondency and weak 
fiate of his enemy. If he wanted charts of Waili
ington's quarters, and his redoubts and defences, 
feveral of them were brought in to Bim by men of 
credit; who took them on the fpor. If he wanted 
intelligence of the frate, pofition; or movements of 
the army, he received it conftantly from officers, 
and other perfons confidential in every department 
of the enemy's army i befides his conftant intelli~ 
gence from deferters, fpies, and the p'eople of the 
country, daily coming into his lines. In iliort; 
there was no movement, or other material circum
fiance that happened, but what the General was 
foonacquainted with. The ftate and condition of 
the rebel army was as much before him 'as before 
Wafhington himfelf. ' 

It has been problematical with many, what rna'", 
tives could lead an officer, whofe reputatio'n frood 
high ilt the opinion of his Sovereign and country,' 
into aU this mifconduct:, The humane and cha
ri~able impute it to his'real ignorance in his own
profeffion. But thefe men have taken only a fu
perficiaJ view of the General's aCtions.' His plan~ 
of the battle of Long lfland and Brandywine, are 
irreCiftibie proofs thar, when he intended to gain 
an advantage over his enemy, or even to cut off 
his retreat, he poifeffed military judgment fuffici-

6 ent 
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~nt to infure it. At both of thefe places~ he knew, 
that if he had been defeated he muft have loft his 
army. Had hjs troops been routed at Long Wand, 
he could not have efcaped in boats to his ihips, 
when pur[ued by a victorious enemy. Thus cir
,cllmftanced, his military abilities were exerted; 
nor wouhl his manceuvres have difgraced a gene
ral of the firft abilities; he turned his enemy's left 
ilal)k, unfufpected, by a circuitous route, and 
~illed anq took prifoners one-third of his army. 
At Brandywine, when he thought his, fleet had 
left him, and he had no fafe.ty but in viCtory, hi~ 

,neafures were equally judicious; he- fuddenly, 
/lnd unperceived, hemmed in the whole rebel army 
between his two _ columns and impaffable waters. 
In ihorr, he was never defeated, nor compelled to 
retreat; and always fucceeded in every qttack 
he thought proper to mal~e,as fa~ a!i he chofe 
to fucceed; knowledge, therefore, could not 
be wanting, wh~never inclimidon called it into' 
action. , 
/' 

There are others, and btlt few~ who imaginft. 
~hat the war was pros:;raftinated from lucrative, 
views. But from this charge I readily acquit the 
General. His difpofirion is liberal; and his par- , 
ticular frien~s aclwowledge, that the love of mo. 
pey is the l~aft of allhis paffions; and th~,reforeJ 
~lthough he fuffered! his favourites, while he was 
profufdy wafting the wealth of the nation by his 
ina/lion and extrtl(f!agant d~mands~ -t() collect much 

f?f 
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lof it into their own coffers, yet 1ittleof it found 
its way into that of the General. 

There are othv:rs, who, having carefully exam in
,;;d the conduCt oj the General in America, and COIn

pared it. with the proceedings oj a wicked Jaftion in 
Britain, are convinced that the defign of both wa3 
the/ame; and that the General, inftead of accept
ing the command with. an intention to execute the 
trufl: repofed in him by his Sovereign and his COUD

try, accepted it by the advice, and with dtjignto 
fil~ilitate the wicked purpofes, of his con
fj:derf\tes in Britain. I fincerely willi there were 
np ground for [uch a conclufion. BllC there ar~ 

circ,umftances fa {hong, and actions which .fpeak 
fo loudly in fupport of it, that, when ex::tmined, they 
will amount to pofitive proof. Indeed,.it is im~ 
pomble tatrace his cOridutt,by fair and juft ar; 
guments, from any other motive~ . . 
. A private letter from Mr. Samuel Kirk, of Not-r 
tingham, one of the General's conftituents and 
colleagues in faction, with his anfwer, is before 
the Public ~.Mr. Kirk charges him with a breac~ 
of promife, in accepting of -the command -of the 
forces about to be fen~ to America for JuppreJlil1g 
the rebellion; tells him of the ,~ ~onfufion it had 
,~ made among his friends;" <rives his reafons 

b . 

againfl: it; and concludes wIth faying, " I do not 

% See the detail a,ndconJutl: of Ihe American war, and th~ 
A~pelldjx to ~~is Reply. . . 

~, willi 
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'~'s willi y<>u may Jall; as many do, but I cannot fay 
" I wiJh fuccefs to the undertaking," To this con o , 

'fidential and truly ftditious letter, the General re
turns an anfwer as confidential. f-Ie ,tells I\lr. Kirk, 
that H he had flattered himfelf he had removed all 
" thoft prejudices he had entertained againO: him;" 
" that he had been highly complimented,'; upon his 

accepting the command; by thole who are" aver/e 
" to the mea/ures of Admini}ratiol1;" and" inrrears 
" him in pavicular to /u/pend bis judgment, until 
" the event !hould prove him unworthy of his fllP
" port." 

Thefe letters, which were not intended for the 
public eye, furely furniih us with a clue to the 
dark and heinous confpiracyof the Faction, with 
which the General was connected. From them it 
appears, that, before thefe men had concerted their 
plan of oppoGtion, he had pledged his honom to his 
conftituents, that he would not accept of a com
mand which was to fupprefs the rebellion; and that 
notwithftanding; he was led by fome, Wc muft 
fuppofe, powerful motive, to violate hispromife. 

What that motive was, is likewife fumciel1tly 
evident. It was the advice of the men who were 
thus " averfe to the mea/tires of AdmiJ1ijlh1tion," 
whofe " compliments" he immediately' received 
on "accepting the comrniffion, whore approbation 
he pleads as an excufe to his friend for his breach 
of prornife, and of whoft public reputa~ion he was 

, the conftant and careful guardian while in Arne .. 
Q. tICal 
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rica *. And it further appears, that after he had 
received his command, to remove (he" prejudices" 
of his particular friend, who had declared " he 
" could not willi him fuccefs" in JupprejJing the 
rebellion, " to fitJpend his judgment" on the Ge
neral's condua, " until the event lliould prove him 
" unworthy of his Jupport." Upon thefe plain 

* It is an ane~dote as true as it is curious, that, when the 

General was at Philadelphia, a Loya!ift was about to publilh a 
piece reflecting on the conduct df the Minority in Parliament. 
The General by [orne- means heard of it: upon which Mr. Gal

loway received the following billet from his Secretary: 

" Captain M'Kenzie's compliments to Mr. Galloway; the Ge

neral defires he will be pleafed to enquire into the authority by 

which Mr. Towne ptiblifhes hi5 Evening Pofi, and to make any 

regulations he thinks neceirary to /uppre/s political piecel, which 
may have an c'1!il fendenry, from either of the preifes, as it is 
hinted, that fame of this Jiamp are defigned for publication." 

Mr. GaIlow~y, engaged in other buiinefs. negleCted to per
form tne duty recommended by this billet, not knowing 
the immediate urgency nor the extreme importance oof it; 

and the piece was publilhed. The Secletary came down to Mr. 
Galloway, much vexed, and complained of the Printer. The 

Printer was rent for by the Secretary, and reprimanded for Ihis 

heinous offence; and the Author of the piece was told, that the 

General would not fuifer focb pieces to be publifhed. This 

anecdote. however trifling it may feem, fully proves, that the 
General held himfelf bound to pre(erve the conduct of the Op
polition to his Sovereign's meafures, from the rude £hiCtures of 

the Loyalifis within his lines; and, for that pUfpofe, even to make 

u[e of the power vefied inhim by his Majefiy ; although that very 
Oppofition was conftantly holding up to the view of the people, 

the cond uct of the fervants of the Crown, and even of Majel1:y 

itfelf, in terms the maft opprobrjou~ and inflllting. 

faas 
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fatts the Public will determine,. whether there is 
not fatisfaCtory proof of a refolution in the General 
to cooperate with the defign of a Fattion, who 
were averfe to that meafu re, a deGgn as unconfti
tational as it was wicked; and which was nothing 
lefs than to wreft from their Sovereign his confti
tutional rigbt to appoint his confidemialand exe
cutive fervants (a right which, by the conftitution 
of the Britifh government, is as firmly eftabli1hed 
in the Crown, as that of eletting repre[en~atives in 
Parliament is fixed in the People); to compel him 
to turn out the pre[ent AdminiCtration; and to put 
his own per/on, his family, and his crown, into the 
hands of thefe confpirators. 

To accomplifh this defign, all their powers were 
to be united and exerted. One great line of con
duct was to be adopted; Admini[tration was to be 
proclaimed the authors of all the national misfor
tunes; a:1d their meafures, however honefr, wife, 
or neceffary to the honour and rafety of the em
pire, were to be oppofed and obftrllCtcd in Parlia
ment, and the execLltion of them defeated,if pomble. 

Men's aCtions are the ftrongeft proof of their 
feerer ciefigns. If we examine the con,duCl: of the 
Faction in Britain, we find that it has ftriCtlyeor
reiponded with theft preconcerted meaJures. The 
AmeJ'iean rebellion was an event, whieh thefe men 
though}t would furniili them with all the means 
neeeifary to the aecompliiliment of their defign. 
They faw it would call for the exertions of Govern-

Q..2 ment~ 
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ment, and that thofe exe:,tions would afford a large 
field foroppofition. The real rebel, who wifhed to 
overturn the government, and the hungry patriot, 
whole hl[l could only be {iuisfied by power and 
places, united therefore in fof1:ering and fqpporting 
it. And, len the wifdom of the rebel colonil1s 
HlOllld fail in their phns, the meafures of [edition 
from time to time were concerted) and tranfmitted, 
by the Faclion in Britain, to their confederates in 
America. "The non-importation agreem("nt, the 
" union of the Colonies, :Jnel the meeting of a ("on-: 
" grefs; a folemn league ar:d coven<;nr, u':'_:r::'i oa[h, 
" -Dot to purchafe the rn~1nuta{tures cf Gre~~t Bri
" tain, and to make an united ,wd invin{itJle jfand. 
" againjl the Britifh GovenZ:;llent ," were all mea
furts which originated in Britain, and were adopted 
in America. 

"V hilft thefe fecret in trigues againft the State 
V'lere carrying on with the rebels in America, the 
meafures of Government at home were loaded with 
the moil opprobrious epithets. The fteps which 
were taken to [upport the dignity and authority of 
the State over the Colonies, were called a " cruel, 
". tyrannous, and ruinous fyflem of policy." And 
thofe which were adopted to fubdue the moa: un
jufiifiabJe and obl1inate rebellion, were ftyled " a11: 

" ulIjujl and ruillot!s 1-var." Every engine was 
in motion 9 and every feditious fcribbler was em;. 
played to poifon the minds of the people, and to 
rende-r the meafures of L'; dminiftration odious in the 
eyes of the nation. Thofe mifi'eprefentations aoe! 

falfe~ 
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falfenoods, which, they thought would moO: readily 
captivate the vLl1gar, were indufirioufly propagated. 
The pre ffe s poured forth their pamphlets and oc

,a(jon~l pieces, to [hew the diftreffed fiate of the 
kingdom" the decrea[e of its inhabitants, the im
men[e debt q.nd poverty of the nation, the want of 
the re{:mrces of war, the impoffibility of raiLing 

the neceifary aids, the lawfulnefs of Ameri,can 
oppofition, and the inj\.1frice and cruelty. of the war; 
which3 it was boldly a{fert~d~ was intended, by the 
councils in which tLc:r Sovereign immediately pre
fides, to introd uce defpotic power in the Colonies. 
Nor were thefe doctrines confined to Pamphlets 
and News-papers. They were the conftant themes 
of inflammatory declamations in both Houfes of 
parliament. 

Havi11g, by thefefeditious mea:fmes, raifed the po- , 
pula'r clamour againft Government, and prevailed on 
a conLiclerable part of the deluded people to fupport 
them; having diaraEted the councils of the State, 
and induced them to treat with rebe1s,ancl ~o offer tQ 

give up the moff dfential right of the fupreme au
thority, the right to tax thofe Colonies which it 
.was bound to pro/eft; they advifed their colleagues 
in fedition in America, to rejecr the propofitions, 
,as " ul1reafonable and infidiotts;" And thefe op-:
probrious epith'ets were tranfmitted from Weftmin-:
fier to Philadelphia, and echoed back from the Coq
grefs to vVefl:min£ter again. And afterwards, when, 
through their private intrigues, they had facrificed 
~he Northern Army,involved their country in a war 

7 with 
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with France,thrown the nation intoageneraldefpond .. 
eney, and compelled Adminiftration to offer to the 
rebels terms of accommodation, little iliort of in
dependence itidf; their objeCt not being as yet te
emed, their ambition ungratified, the loaves and 
fillies unobrained, and the firmnefs and virtue of 
their Sovereign not yet conquered, they dreaded 
the profpect of accommodation and peace with 
America; and therefore they advifed the leaders 
j'n rebellion [0 reject even thofe terms; aiTuring 
them, that· Adminijlra!i01t could not fitpport the 
'l9ar, and that they muj! loon grant to them inde. 
pendence. How happy is it for Britain, that theJe 
feditious men were millaken, and that the Congrefs 
pl..lrruetl this fooElli advice! foolifh in refpeCt to the 
views of Congrefs, as well as thofe of the Faction 
in Britain! 

I They weakly imagined, that his Majefry, alarm
ed at [he profpeEt of a war with France, and of the 
lofs of America, would change his confidential fer
vants, and receive into his hofom thofe men whowere 
the [ole authors of thofe difrreffes; who, when in 
office, by their-feditious counfels) had laid the fOl1n~ 
dation of the rebellion, and, through its whole pro
greis, had encouraged and fupported it; who had 
enjoyed the firO: oBlces of the Stare; and whofe 
honour, integrity, and abilities, when weighed in 
the balance, had been found wanting; men who 
had avowedly oppored every meafure which his Ma. 
jeay had wifely projected to fLlpport the authority 
of the Scne, and the il1depend(:nce of the natJon~ 

Bur~ 
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But, finding that his M,ajdl:y met all thediul'eIft:'s'i' 

which thefe confpirators had brought on their c()un~ 

try, with a virtuous firrnnefs, which barned their 

expetlations, they determined to proceed to yell 
more infolent and violent meafures. They re
folved, in their kcret cabals, to impeach his confi .. 

dential fervants, and by that means to wreft them 

from his fervice. Such impeachments were im
pudently and boldly threatened in the great coun" 

Cil of the State. While they were thus bringing 

their plot to maturity in Britain; while the natural 

refources of this country were cried down, to the 
great encouragement of our foreign enemies, and 

a national defpondency, in a manner effeCted; 
while the FaCtion wasftrenuouOy advifing,andzeal .. 

oully contending, in both Houfes of Parliament, for 

withdrawing the troops from America, and at the 
fame time oppoGng every meafure which was ne
ceffary for the recovery of the revolted Colonies; 
their arch-agent, the General, with honourable 
fidelity (for, in fome men's opinion, there is honour 

even among the confpirators againl1 the public 
weal), was taking every itep to procraftinate the 
war; to plunge the nation yet farther in debt. 
and a more general defpondency; and to render 

Adminiftration more odious to the people. We 
have ften, that, although by his" great fucceffes" 
obtained in lefs than four months, by only one 

half of his force, he " had nearly induced a ge

,~ neral fu bmiffion'~ of the ~ebe1s-; yet, by his 
indo-



( 120 ) 

indolence and inaCtion, he procrafl.in~ated the war 
during the fpace of fixteen months longer; and left 
the rebellion in more fpirits than when he began 
his operations. He fuffered his enemy, with lefs 
than 3500 men, to reconquer a province which 
he had lately reduced ;-he fuffered that enemy to 
befiege his whole army in its quarters ;-he wan
tonly wafted the fearon of military operations,giving 
his enemy time torecruit theirreducedforce. Byva
rious meafures, he continually depreffed the fpirit of 
loyalty, and always declined to avail himfelf of its 
affifbnce. He alternately funk and revived the fpirit 
of rebellion, always taking care not to reduce it. He 
often met his enfeebled enemy, and as often, with 
his vaftly fuperior force, retreated before it; and; 
with an unaccountable verfatiJity, adopted one plan 
after another, always choofiGg. that which was 
moft expenjive to the nation, and ruinous to tht 
fuccefs of his own operations. 

In addition to all this, with a firiCl:' confii! .. 
ency of deGgn to waite the public money-to ren
der the nation tired of the American war, and 
hopelefs of fuccefs,-and to multiply the difficulties 
of Governmenr in carrying it on; we have feen 
him, in proportion as his enemy's ftrength and 
re[ources decreafed, conftantly increa[e his wantonj 
ttnneceJfary, and extravagant demands for more 
force, untiljconjunCtly with his colleagues in faction 
at home, he had laid the foundation of a war with 
France and Spain. This done, he immediately 
refigned. -

That 
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_ ,: That the FaCtion, or the General, "in~'apable 
of feding, for the difireffes of their country, ina 
tended to involve it: in a mifchief of [0 areat a . .' , b 

magnifude, while it was embroiled ih a war with 
its Colonies, charity, forbids me to determine; al .. 
though their inCatiable lufi: for power, and thirfi fOF 

, the .emol.~.men~s ()f offic~, with the general tenor of 
their conduci:, wOiJld perhaps even' JuO:ify [uch a 
decidon., However, thIs i$ evident, that, upon the 
General;s arrival in Brit!liIi~ with a large rcitiilue of 
his confidential friends; who were to be the vindi .. 
~~fors of his fhanieful tonduCi: in America, the 
.faCtion received him in their anTIS, arid boldly vin .. 
'dic:ited his tonduCt: both in and out of the fenate. 
Their force thus colleCted, they conceived that 
their plot wa:s brollght to its wifhed-for mat\Jrity. 
They prepared for, arid loudly threatened, irii .. 
peachmems and t~e block. BUt, prevIOus to ihIs 
mea[ure, the whole cenfute and odium of the fui(

carriages of the Ariletican war, bf which they them
{elves had been the authors, Were to be caft on 
the [ervants of the Crown. To died this j anony
mOlts charges ag.1infl: the General were carried 
into Parlianieht, and his char;lCter' was to be 
"indicated in the great cotl:1til~ of the State, 
and 110 wlkre eIfe. In vain did the officers of 
Governri1etlt, to .~hoi11 he waS alone a::c:ountabk, 
declare, that th~y had no accufariolls againfr him. 
lnftead of petitioning "their Sovereign for a Court· 
martial; tbe only piOpet coiJrtby which he could 

R be 
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be tried, they inftituted an unprecedented examimF 
tion in the Houfe of Commons, under the pretence 
of vindicating the General, when their real defign 
was to condemn the conduct of Adminiflratio'n, and 
to prepare the way for their threatened impeach
ments. 

In this examination, they hoped to run alone; 
For a time they did fo; but at length their fecret 
defign appearing evident,Adminiftration was called 
on to vindicate the meafures of their Sovereign. 
Many gentlemen of undoubted reputation, pet_ 
feCtly acquainted with the conduct of the war, and 
the ftate of America, were fummoned to give e-x i-
dence refpeCting them. Of this the FaCl:ion was ap
prifed. Only two witneffes were examined. But 
fuch was the credit and force of their evidence, 
that the FaCtion fhrunk from the enquiry; thegreat 
councilof the nation was convinced, that the condua 
of Adrniniftration, in refpeCt to the American war., 
flood dearly j unified; and the deep-laid plot of 
the FaCtion was totally fruftrated •. 

Such has been the condua of the men, who, 
in exaCt imitation of their confederates in America, 
have, by their fpecious and falfe clamours· for liber
ty, been feducing their unwary and too· credulous· 
country to the brink of ruin! And fuch are 
the evils, in which they have, by their cabals~ 

with unabatillg indufhy, involved the nation! 
When will Britons> the mon wealthy, the moft 

free, 
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free, and the mof!: happy people on earth) 
difcern their own good! When will the voice o( 
wifdom teach them to [upport thofe meafures, and 
that power, which alone can preferve their freedom 
and independence among nations! When will they 
ceafe to be the inftruments of facrion, and the un
happy dupes of lawlefs ambition! 

Time has been, when the Princes on the throne 
have paid no regard to law, and broke over the fa
cred bounds of their happy conftitution; when they 
have deprived the worthieft men, without law~ 
of their perfonallibeny, and robbed the people of 
their property; and when they would have extend .. 
cd the prerogative to the utmoft bounds of arbi.,. 
trary power. How different, at this day, is the 
fituation of Britons ! They have a Sovereign on the 
throne,into whofe heart a willi never yet entered 
that interfered with the happinefs of his fubjeCts; 
who never yet received a farthing from his people 
without their confent; who, inftead of attempting 
to extend the prerogative, has, of his own accord, 
given up a part of that prerogative to fecure the 
rights of his people;-a Sovereign, who, when the 
diftreifes and neceffities arifing from their own folly 
and feduCtion, lately compelled them to put un
limited confidence and power into his hanos, to 
fave the capital city of their kingdom from imme .. 
diate deftrucrion, and the nation itfelf from ruin, 
~xercifed it with more than parental lenity; and." 
having t;:omplied with the willies of the virtuous 

R .~ par~ 
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part of the nation, and faved his country 
from confuCian and ruin, inftantly, with a vir. 
tuous generoGty, gave it· up ;-a Sovereign~ 
whofe heart-felt wifil, if we may judge from the 
whole tenor of his conduct, is, to preferve their 
conftitlltion of government inviolate, and to fup
port its independence, . its dignity and glory among 
nations; to recover the loft dominions of the State; 
and to reduce his faithlefs and perfidious enemies 
to jul1ice; which there can be no doubt of his ef:.. 
fetting, if not obllruCl:.ed by the folly of his people, 
and the lawlefs and feaitious views of a Faction, 
which has too long difhaCl:ed hi~ councils,· and 
prevented the exertions of his power. And 
yet too. many Britons, fafcinated by the fpeciou~ 
arts and ddllfive wiles of thole political impoftors, 
are conftantly giving them their fupport, in ap
parition to· the truly patriot meafures of their 
Sovereign ;. facrifjcing their own happinefs at the 
!!lltar of lawlefs ambition, and precipitating the 
Ino(1: powerful and beautiful fabric of civil liberty 
remaining on the glQbe, tp its final ruin. . 
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No. I. 

'fo Lieutenant General Sir WI L.LIAM, HOWE, K. B. 

SIR, 
·H. Avnw, in the precedin~ ilieets, travelled 
: .l in much ha(te \hrough your laboured De
fen<;e~ permit me to pafs' from the difagreeable, 
though too often necdfary, office of an accufer, to 
that of vindicating the accufed. I hoped, that, as a 
gentleman, you would have followed, in your 
Obfervations) the example I had fet you in my 
Letters; in which, with as much delicacy of language 
as trllth would poffibly admit, I had con6red 
my ftric1ures to' your " profeffional condua," 
without fuffering one fyllable of perfonal abufe, or 
one hint at the defects in your private moral cha. 
raaer, however fair the mark, to efcape from my 
pen. But in this hope, 00 your own account~ lam 
forry to fay, I am difappointed. Confidering Mr •. 
Galloway ~s theA uthor of "Letters to aN obleman;" 
and wifhiog~ by defaming his perfonal character, to 
l~fi'en his credit; and that the impofitions on the 
~." .-. '. .' public" 
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Public, in your Defence, might more readily pafli 
for truths;. you de[ert the field of decent and man .. 
lyargument, and take a mean refuge under the 
~bufe of his private reputation. A condua of this 
kind can ~eed no comment; it can have no weight 
with a candid and fenfible Public; it is the 
ufual praEtice of the guilty, and the common wea
pon made ufe of to wound the innocent. 

You do not venture to accufe him of, although 
you ftrongly infinuate his difloyalty:-You deny 
his influence iIi the province he lived in;-YO{1 
boldly charge him with giving you falfe intelli. 
gence; and you meanly condefcend to boaft of your 
liberality towards him. Now~ although no man 

I can perceive what relation thefe matters can pof
fibly have tp a ~in<:lication of your ,~ profeffional 
"condu~," ,1 !hall~ on Mr. Galloway'S account, 
~xamiQe them. . 

To give a glofs to your infinuations refpeCting 
his diiloyalty, you fay: "This gentleman, in the 
U begiqning of the rebellion, was elected a Mem ... 
!I' berpf Congre[s." What,Sir, does this prove 
to your purpofe? It i$ well known to the Public, 
thaf many gentlem<;n, -who had before, and have 
fince,gjven the qlo(l: demonftrative proofs of their 
loyalty, were elect~d by the then conftitotional 
Affemblies, and (ent to the fidt Congrefs, with, 
the mo~ laudable and Ipyal deflgns, - to accom
modate the atumingcontrQverfy~ to~ftabli1h a 

more 
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more permanent union between the two countries, 
and to flop the rifing fedition.This was exactly 
the circumftance of that gentleman, who refufed 
the delegation on any other terms *. His Inftruc~ 
tions are long fince before the Public, and prove 
the faa:; and it is known to many gentlemen now 
in London, from Pennfylvania, that, while in 
Congrefs, he faithfully purfued thofe Initruc
tions t, uniformly exerting his influence and abi. 
lities to carry them into execution. That he, 
boldly, and una wed by the dangel's which threat-. 
ened his perlon, in the tumults of riot and fac
tion which he was oppofing, reprobated and 
condemned every meafure which tended to [edi
tion, and a feparation of the two countries. 
Th'at when he found he could nqt item the torrent 
of rebellion, he returned to the Affembly; and 
there again, as the ultimate meafure he could pur
fue, to fave the province he lived in, he refoluteIy 
exerted his influence to induce them to difapprove 
-of the meafures of Congrefs, and totally to fecede 
from all connexion with it. That having failed in 
ihis meafure, on the queflion, by one vote only, 
he was ao-ain eleB:ed a Member of the fecond Con-o . 

grefs, contrary to his own folemn and repeated 
refufals to ferve. That he continued thllS eleB:ed 
until long after that Congrefs met; but as he did 

• See Mr. Galloway's Examination, P.47, &c. 
t See Appendixto Letters to a NobJ~mall. 

not 
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not attend, another was elected in his room. And 
yet fuch was the earneft defire of the Congrefs to 
obtain his influence and concurrence inth eir_ 
meafures, that DoCtor Franklin came up to his 
{eat in the 'country, to which he had retired, to 
folicit his union with them, and offered to procure 
his immediate re-eleCtion; all whichre rdolutely. 
tefufed. Ahd afterwards" that, although his life 
was repeatedly threatened -by the independent fac
tion, and while his friends trembled for his fafety,. 
he, unawed by his danger, condemned in his publi
cations the meafures of Congrefs, and charged them 
with views of independence and tteafon,at a time 
when they publicly difavowed them, Could it be 
pollible for the candour of the Public to aik for 
further ptoof of this gentlemall~s uniform fidelity to 
his Sovereign, and attachment to the legal conai.;. 
tution of his country; his having abandoned a very 
valuable eftate, and facrificed the independent 
happinefs of his farnily to thofe principles, muff: 
certainly be that proof'. 

But you ftirther add, "When my Brother and 
cc I, in the character of his Majefty's Commif
"Honers for reftoring peace, publifhed a proda
" ntation of indemnitj, for all thole who had takm, 
" part in the rebellion, provided they ihould fu['7 
c, render themfelves, and fubfcribe a declaration 
" of allegiance Within a limited tlme, lV/to Gal~ 
" ioway was al1J.011g .the fir) who came over to us 
" from PHILADELPHIA ;". thus intimating that he 

~ had 
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had taI{en part in the rebellibn, and came over td 
you to take the benefit' of the pardon offered byf 
theprdcTamatidn. C Now, Sir, although this is all 
invention, I dei'not fLifpet1 it is your own. I willi, 
for the fake of your OWl'l character, to believe it to' 

beth-at of your velial dependant, whom you have 
long finceanlply l'ewarded for writing your Vin..; 
dication ; . for you know you ~was not, where you 
ought to l:l'iwe been,. with your army at Bhinfwick,l 
when Mr. Galloway cameovet to it, but ih New 
York; al'ld, fhould· Idefcend to follow your ex..; 
ample, of attacking private reputation, I could~ 
perhaps, infotm the Public what alluremmt led yot.:t 
thither. However, as this is a practice of which I 
(lifapprove, I thall .not adopt it~ although yomi 

own conduct has juftified it. Bur, Sir, the real 
tturn is--Your proclamation is dated 30th No.: 
vembet, and was not publifhed within your own 
lines at Brunfwkk, in Ne,w Jerfey, neat 60 mileS 
diftant front Philadelphia, from whence you fay 
Mr. Galloway came, until the day following;: 
and on this very day, early in the morning1 hd 
was vvithin your lines; with General Vaughan, in 
Brunfwick. Driven from his family, by an order 
()f the Convention at Philadelphia for the impri-' 
fonm·ent of his perrO'!l, he left Pennfylvania on the 
28th, two days before the date of your procla
mation, and eleven days before one of them was 
fet'lt to the province he left; for yo.u may recollect,. 
that chofe prochim2.tions were not rent to Pennry 1-

S v.wi;;, 
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vania until after yOlfr arrival at Trenton, on the, 
8th of December, when your Aid de Camp re
quefl:ed Mr. Galloway to fend fifty of them to Phi
ladelphia; which he accordinglY did, by a perfon 
on whom he c~uld depend. I have mentioned 
General Vauuhan, who~ I have no doubt, ~iIl 

'T I ., 
recollect the tIme of _ Mr. Gal away's commgmto 
Brunfwick, and that he was the firft who fhewed 
to him the proclamation. Thus, Sir, you will 
perceive into what a dilemma you have brought 
your[elf~ by trufting to the invention of one who 
was with you at New York, and could know no
thing about the time when Mr. Galloway came 
over to your lines. 'But, if you. really thought Mr. ' 
Galloway" had taken part in the rebellion," why 
did you afterwards appoint him to, fo many places 
of high trufl: and importance in his Majefry's fer., 
vice, giying him an opportunity daily to betray 
it? How can you account for a conduCt, fo in
corHifl:ent with your manifeft duty, either to your 
Sovereign or Country? ' 

Y Oll next meanly defcend to mention your libe~ 
rality to Mr. Galloway. Mean, indeed, it will 
appear, when that gentleman's fervices and facri
fices are conGdered, had it flowed from your pri
vate purfe; and yet meaner frill, when it is known 
you paid it out of the public money. And how 
much did this profufe liberality amount to? No 
more than 7701. in which the wages of a clerk ari: 

*' included, 



( 13 I ") 

included, by your own account, for fervices per.: 
formed during 18 months. 

And what were' the fervices he performed? 
He aCted as Superintendant of the Police, which 
he digefted, regulated, and eftablifhed, atyollr 
requeft. In this office was included the pre .. 
fervation of the order, internal peace, and fafety 
of the firft city in America. He ferved you as 
Superintendant of the Port; an office eftablifhed 
to receive an account of all the cargoes imported 
for the ufe of your army, and the people within 
your lines, and to prevent their being clandeftinely 
carried to the enemy. He ferved you as Superin-:
tend ant of the prohibited Articles. In this office 
the utmoft care and attention was necelfary, to 
prevent the enemy from being fupplied with them. 
He alfo fllperintended every avenue of your lines, 
and nightly received the reports of per[ons ap.,. 
pointed to attend them. He was conftantly em
ployed by you, from the time of your arrival at 
the head of Elk, to. the day of your refigna~ 

tion, in obtaining for you intelligence of the ftate 
and movements of the enemy; and gained more 
important and better intelligence for le[s than 500 I. 
than you paid for at New York, as your friends 
confeffed, upwards of 5000 1. He was often ap.,. 
plied to by the Commilfaries and QEarter-mafters, 
for his advice and affiftance in procuring forage 
and provifions for your army. He was ince[. 
fandy calleq on to furnifh you. with guides and' 

S ~ hor(~s 
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horfes for :your parties. He raifed a troop '0f light 
horfe, and embodied eighty loyal volunteers,whQ 
fervedwithout pay Qr clothing; performing, 'under 
his own direction; thofe many and uncommon fer
vices mentioned in a. note of his Examinarion, 
page 80. He aifo fumifbed you with many m:aps; 
'delineating the roads for the march of your army; 
~nd a principal one, with all the roads between 
the Delaware.and the Suf.quehannah, either dtawn 
by himfelf,. or under hjs immediate direqion ; with 
a variety of other !el:vic~s, torally independent of 
his public offices; which, had they beehdorle by 
your favourite officers, would have' cottyou ten 
rimes the amoum of the whole fDm of your pro~ 
fufe liberality to him. Such are the fervices of 
Mr. Galloway, which you hav·e flot.hadthe ,honour 
to ,merl'tion. Your liqerality, and thofe fer~jces, 
are now before the Public, to whofe candid re
flettions both are fu bmitted. I ihall on-ly remark, 
that, had you dealt outihe pl1blicrnot1~y,com .. 
!niaect to your charge, with the fame reconomy to 
your fav,ourites, as yO!] did to thisgtnrleman, we 
{hollld not have feen fa many American Nabobs 
rolling in wealth, and hlxurioufly living on the 
fpoils of their country, as have lately returned 
from America. 

In re[pecr tq Mr. Galloway's popularity in the 
provinces in which he had lived, it'is too well af~ 
~ertainedby a variety of facts too notorious to 

p~ affected by your pegation ~ but as the charge 
of 
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()f his- want of;influeI1ce does not injure his privata 
and;; l1;lOrC!l chara~eri I .(hall fay no more on that 
ft;lLUecL 
,Qfa ye.ry0iffer~ntnature is your next and lail: 

char-ge. You fay, 'y qu "at .@.rft paid attention to 
f:' Jiis opinions, ar)~ relied upon hiRJ for procuring 

~'. yoq fel=.ret intelligence; but. YOll afterwards 
~, J9u.ndyo!Jf ;confidence JpifpJaced; his ide;:ts YQU 
fCdifcovered to :be vifionary ;' and his intelligence 
.. , \Vas either, ill-founded, 9r (I() [reqpel1tly exagge
c; rated, that it wpuld ·not have be~n fafe to aGl: 
" upon it." If thefe affertions b~' tfuths, why 
did YOll conti·nueconft(lntly to employ him in th(! 
line of ifltelligenct', to the day of your refignation ? 
"Vhy was your Aid de Camp almoft daily coming 
down from you to him, defiring him .to. fend out 
fQr intdligence? W,hyd,id you not altogether rely 
on your" other l=hannels of fecretcomlmmicatiol1}" 
How unaccountable then muft jt appear to men of 
fenfe, that you fhouldbe fo weak as to continue tQ 
truCt a perfon~ whofe " ideas YOllhad difc.overed to 
" be vifionary," and whofe ~'intelligence to be 
~, ill-founded, exaggerated,'~ and falfe? ' 

But YOll further add, ~, Havingoncedete&eq, 
" him in fending me a piece of intelligence from a 
'~ perfon, who afterwards, upon examination~ 

" gave a very different account of the matter, I 
" immediately changed the channel of feeret com
'~munication, and, in future, confidered Mr~ 
H Galloway as '10 l11.lgatory informer~'~ How dark 

an,d 
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and unmanly is this charge! Againft charges fo 
general, "[6 perfeCtly undefined,. and fo artfully 
made, it is impoffible for the moO: innocent per. 
fan to" vindicate hin1felf; for you have prudently 
avoided either mentioning the perfon who ,~ gave 

. ~, a very cliffe-rent account of the matter," or the 
matter itfelf. Can you believe, that this ftab in 
the dink, at a private character, will notbe con· 
demned by' the candour and good ftm[e of the Pub
lic? It will foon, Sir, appear, that, to the laft 
hour of your command, you entertained a high 
opinion of Mr. Galloway'S honour and probity • 

. Dtd you at the time, or during your command in 
America~ give him the leafi: hint of your fufpect. 
ing the intelligence he rent you? Had you done 
this, he would, in all probability, have convinced 
you that he-did- not'deferve your fufpicion, if, in 
reality, you ever entertained one; he might have 
convinced you of his having received the intelli. 
gence from the perron who denied it, and that this 
perfon had deceived you. This would not, Sir, 
have been the only inftance in which you were de
ceived. One I will beg leave to remind you· of, 
in which your favour's and confidence weI:e totally 
mifplated. Mr. Willing, and his partner Mr-. 
Morris, had been, from the beginning of the re. 
bellion, the agents of the Congrers for fupplying 
their naval and military ftores. Their difaffeCtion 
to their Sovereign, and their rebellious principles, 
were proved by a numbe! of letters, int.ercepted by 

your 
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your Noble Brother; and therefore Mr. Galloway 
c;;alled on Mr. Willing in Philadelphia, by youI' 
exprefs order, to take the oaths of allegiance; ··and 
although he refufed, yet he found fa much favour 
in your fight, as to obtain a countermand of that 
order, and a difpenfation from taking the oath ; 
and even after this, you made him and his flour. 
broker, Mr. Brown, your confidential hegotiators 
with the Members of the Congref.~. The rebei 
records will fupport this truth ; and further, that 
both Mr. V/illing and his notable broker deceived 
and betrayed you. 

However, dark and infidiolls as this charge is, 
it is fortunate for Mr. Galloway, that there is 
proofabuncl'antly fufficient to convince the un. 
prejudiced, that all you have afferted refpect:ing 
his difioyalty, his unpopularity, and deception, is 
of recent invention, and had no exifrence in your 
mind when you left America; it is proof which 
you yourfelf ~ill not deny the credit of, being no 
lefs than the teftimony of Sir William Howe hi01-
felf, under his own hand, and the feal of his 
arms. 

Six days only before you Iefe Philadelphia, im· 
preffed with the faithfultervices of Mr. Galloway, 
you not only warmly recommended him to the at:
tention of your fucceifor, but wrote to him the 
following letter: 

SIR,' 
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~'. SIR, Philade!phia~ May I S, I'j78~ 
,', THE falutary effetts of the regulations. 1m 

the eftabliihment of the police in this city, have 
fo fully juO:ified my choice of the gent'lewen in 
whofe hands I placed the imjortan;t truJl, that I 
cannot~ either as a public or private man, withhold 
this tejfimony of my fenfe of their fervices ; and l-beg, 
that,; to the general refpefl paid you, as an tipright." 
able magiftrate, and friend totbe legal conflitution of 
Jour countrY:J I may be permitted the honour of 
adding my particular aJ!urance of the great per/ona! 
tfte~mwith which I amj , SIR, 

Your moit obedient>, 
humbJ.e fervant, 

w. HOWcE~'" 
'joJeph Galloway, Efquire. 

Now, Sir, permit me to afk :'-If Mr. GaIloviaY 
was dijlo.yal, how could you give him your tefrio 

mOhy tha-t he was " a friend to the legal COJJjlitu~ 
" ti1)11 of his country?" . If he was unpopu1ari how' 
could he poifefs " the general refpefl as anuprig'ht 
." magijlrate?" If he had deceived )'ou, in giving 
y~u fali~ intelligence, why could you riot very, 
j ufrl y, " either asa public or private man) withhold 
~' your /enfe of his fervices?" And, if he was un~ 
worthy of your confidence, how unworthy was it ill 
Sir \Villiam Howe to give him particular. {J.jfu
ranees of his great perfonal ejfeem? Thefe are pa
radoxes which we mU1t leave to be unfolded in 

your 
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your next attempt to vindicate your conduct: in the 
American war. 

Such was your opinion of Mr. Galloway when you 
left PI merica, and [uch it continued to be for fame 
time ih England; for you was the firft gentleman, 

your own and your Noble Brother's Secretaries ex- " 
~epted, who paid him th~ hono~lr of a vifit on his' 
arrival in London. Nor was it changed the day 
before his examination in the Haufe of Commons, 
on the conduct of the American war; for you 
well remember, that, on that day, your Noble 
Brother, who was pleading in your defence, and 
therefore we may prefume fpoke your Centime-Drs, 

delivered, when Mr. Galloway was prefent, an 
high, though fulfome panegyric on his honour 
and integrity" But how changeable and uncertain 
are the good opinions of men! Mr. Galloway 
being examined, the film which had before h in
vertc~ hi,c Lordfuip's optics, and reprefented Mr. 
Galloway as a man of integrity, became fliddenly 
f~moved; and from that infrant he frood ,meta_ 
morphofed from an honourable \nan into" Shake
," fpear's apothecary;" and now, by the fame ma~ 

gical influence, you have transformed him from ~ 
man worthy of " general refpdl: as an upright 
€' magiftrate,'" into one of ,DO popularity; from an 

1fpright man, into a decei1Jer ; and from a " friend to 

,H the legal conllitution of his (:ountry:' into a reb€l. 
/yO'7.!e111ber 10, 17 301 

THE AUTHOR. 

No. 
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Copy if a Letter from SA~1JEL KIRK, Grocer; 
in Nottingham, to General HOWE. 

SIR, 
/ 

l eA N r:. 0 T eafily defcribe the difcontent and 
difappointment which appears among a very 

great. number of your conftituents here, on ac .. 
count of your having accepted a command in the ex
pedition again) our American brethren. From the 
opinion I had of your integrity in general, I voted 
for you at the late eleCtion, notwithftanding you 
had, in fome recent inftances, acted contrary to my 
fentiments. I took the liberty to tell you fo, and 
aIked you the following queftions, viz. 

Whether you thought our whole army would 
not be infufficient to conquer America? 

If you did not think the ]lyliniflry had pujhed this 
matter too far? 

Whetber, if you jhould be appointed to a command2 

you would re/ufe ? And, 
Whether you would vote for the repeal of the 

four Acts of Parliament, which you are now going 
to en/orce? 

If I am not miftaken, and I believe that you 
will allow that I am not, you anfwered to everyone 
of thefe ~teries in the afjirmat{ve. This, out of 
pure regard to your intereft here, I have made 

known 
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known to numbers, who were in the fame Hate of 
fufpenfe with myfelf, as to the propriety of our 
conduct at the e1eC'tion; and it has ferved to :re
move, in a great meafure, the ill impreiJions 1 by 
which you yourfe1f was 'Very fenjibry affected while 
among us. 

We are however afibred, that General Howe 
is preparing to embark for America to enforce the 
Acts. 'judge, if you can, the confujion this occajions 
among your friends. The molt plaufible excufe 
that is made among us, is, that the King fent for 
you, and what could you do? 

Now I mull beg leave to fay, that I think you 
might have acted the part of _a great man, in refu
jing to go againfi this people on many accounts. But 
to fay nothing of politics, your Brother died there. 
They have ihewn their gratitude to your mime and 
family, by erecting a monument to him, who bled 
in the caufe of freedom amongll them; to him, who 
dared to aCt in oppojition to a Court, when his judg
ment informed him his oppofition was right; and 
yet he died a foldier. Our pamons were wrought 
upon at the eleaion by the mention of his honour
ed name, in a paper which YOll may perhaps rea 
member; and may I not mention it to you, with a 
willi that you may follow fa amiable, fa difinte
refted, fa revered a charaCter? I believe you have 
not even an enemy, who would impute your refuf 
tng to go, to want of courage; nay, your courage 
would be made more conJPicuous by the refufal. 

T2 If 
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Ifyou fhould refolve, at all events, to go, I don"c 
willi you may fall, as many do; but I cannot Jay 1 
wijh Jucceft to the undertaking. Thefe, Sir, are the 
fentiments' of many here, as well as of 

Nottingham, Your obedient fervant; 

Feb. 10, 1775' SAMV EL KIR~. 

General HOWE to Mr. KIRK. 

SIR, 
I H A V E read you r letter of the loth, ,with fo 

much the greater degree of concern, as I had 
flattered myfelf I had removed all thole prejudices 
you had entertained againfl me, when I had the plea. 
fme of being with YOll at the election. The ran
cour and malice of thofe who were not my friends 
at the election, fill me with aftoniihment at the 
inftance you mention of their willies for my fall 

in America. 
My going thither was not my feeking. I was 

ordered, and could not refufe, without incurring 
the odious name of backwardnefs to ferve my 
country in diftrefs.-So contrary are men's opinions 
here, to fome with you, that, inftead of the groffeft 
abufe, I have been mofl highly complimented upon 
the occajion, by thoft who are even averJeto the mea
lures of Adminiflration. 

Every man's private feelings ought to give way 
to the fervice of the Public at all times; but par. 
ticularly, when of that delicate nature in which our 

affairs ftand at prefenr. Whatever opprobrious 
names I may be called at Nottingham, I am en~ 

8 couraged 
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comaged to fay, that no fuch epithets will be put 

on it in any other quarter. I intreat you in particular, 
'to fufpend your judgment in thoft matters, until 
the event proves me unworthy of your Jupport. 

One word for America : You are deceived, if 
you fuppofe there are not many loyal and peaceable 
fitbjefts in that country. I may fafely affert, that 
the infurgents are very few, in comparifon of the 
whole people. 
- There are certainly' thofe who do not agree to 

a taxation from hence, but who do not willi to 
fever themfelves from the fupr~macy of this coun
try. This laft fet of men, I ihould hope, by their 
being relieved from the grievance, willmoft readily 
return to all due obedience to the la~s. 

With refpeCt to the few, who, I am told; defire 
to feparate themfelves from the Mother Country, I 
truft, when they find they are not fupported in 
their frantic ideas by the more moderate, which I 
have defcribed, they will, from fear of punifu
menr, fubfide to the laws. 

With regard to trade, this country mun: now fix 
the foundation of its itability with America, by 
procuring a laiting obedience to our laws, without 
which it can never arrive at that permanency f() 
abfolutely requifite for the well being of this em~ 
pIre. I am, SIR, 

flLueen Street, 
feb. 21, 1775-

Your faithfLlI and 
obedient Servant, 

WILLIAM HOWE; 
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.A Letter from the 'Committee if Congrejs to 
the Prdident, found among the Pap.ers of 
HENRY LAURENS, EJq. 

SIR, Camp at Ya/ley Forge, Feb. 12, 1778. 

W E had flatt~red ourfelves, that, before this 
time, the pleafure of Congrefs would be 

made known to us, refpeCting theQuarter-mafter's 
department. We fear our letter upon this fubject 
has mifcarried, or the confideration of it yielded 
to other -bufinefs. You wi.}! therefore pardon us, 
Sir, when we again folicit your attention to it, as 
an object of the laft importance; on which not only 
the future fuccefs of your ar,ms, but the prefent ex", 
iflence of your army, immediately depend. The 
influence of this office is fa diffufive through every 
part of your military fyfrem, that neither the wif. 
dam of arrangement, the fpirit of enterprife, or 
favourable opportunity, will be of any avail, if this 
great wheel in the machinefl::ops, or moves heavily. 
We find ourfelves embarraffed in entering on this 
fubjea; left a bare recital of faCts fnould carry an 
imputation (which we do not intend) on thofe 
gentlemen who havJ: lately conduCted it. We are 

fenfible, 
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fenfible, great and juft allowances are to be made 
for the peculiarity of their fituation, and we are 
perhaps not fully acquainted with all their difficul
ties. It is our duty, Sir, to inform you it is not 
our intention to cenfure; and be affured, nothing 
but a fenfe of the obligation we are under, to pofr~ 
pone all other confiderations to the public fa/ely, 

. could induce us to perform the unpleaiing tafk.
We find, Sir, the property of the continent diL 
per[ed over the whole country; not an encampment, 
route of the army, or confiderable road, but 
abounds with waggons, left to the mercy of the 
weather, and the will of the inhabitants; large 
quantity of intrenching tools have, in like manner, 
been left in various.' hands, under no other fecurity 
that we can learn, than the honefry of thofe who 
have them in po{feffion. Not lefs than 3000 fpades 
and !hovels, and the like number of tomahawks, 
have been lately difcovered and collected in the 
vicinity of the camp, by an order from one of the 
general officers. In the fame way, a quantity of 
tents and tent cloth, after having lain a whole fum
lner in afarmer's barn, and unknown to the officer of 
the department,was lately difcovered,and brought to 
~amp by a fpecial order from the General.-From 
thefe inttances, we prefllme there may be many 
other ftores yet unknown and uncollected, which. 
require immeqiate care and attention. 
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When, in compliance with the expectations of 

Congrefs, and the willies of the couimy, the army 
was thrown into huts, inftead of retiring to more 
diftant and convenient quarters, the troops juftly 
.expected every comfort which the furrounding 
country could afford. Among thefe, a providential 
,care in the article of flraw, would probably have 
faved the lives of many of your brave foldiers,. 
who have now paid the great debt of nature. Un~ 

provided with this, or materials to raife them from 
the cold and wet earth, Jicknefs and mortality have 
jpre,,1d through their quarters in an aflonifhing degree. 
Notwitbjiqnding tbe, diligence of the phyjicians ami 
furgeons, of whom we hear no complaint, the jick 
and dead lifl has increaJed one-tbird in the laft week's 
returns, . which was one third grellter than the week 
preceding; and, from the prefent inclement weather~ 
will probably increafe in a much greater proportion.~ 
Notbing, Sir, can equal their fuilerings, except the 
patience and fortitLlde with which the faithfttl part 
of the army endure them. 'rhofe of a different cba ... 
rafter defer! in conjiderable numbers. 

vVe mufl: al(o obferve, that a number of the 
troops have now fome time been prepared for 
inoculation; but the operation tnufl be delayed, for 
want of this and other neceiTaries within the pro~ 

vidence of this dep::trtment. vVe need not point 
Ollt the fatal confeq uences of th is delay in forming 
(J flew ar;J~, or tbe prefervation of this,-.-Almoft 

ever::; 
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€rpery day furnifhes infrances of the [mall pox in 
the natural way. Hitherto fuch vigilance and care 
has been ufed, . that t~e contagion has not fpread; 
but furely it is highly incumbent UP0rl Us, "if poll- . 
hIe, to annihilate the danger, . 
" We need not point out the effeft this circum

il:ance will have upon the new draughted troops, 
if not carefully guarded; they are too obvious to 

.Deed enumeration •.. In conference with the Forage- " 
mafter on this fubjeCl: (which, though in appear
ance . trivial, is really important), he acquainted 
us, that, though out of his line, he would have 
1?rocured it, if waggons could have been furnijhed him 
for that purpoft· 

The want of horfts and waggons for the ordinary 
as well as extraordinary occajions of the army, preifes 
upon us, if pollible, with eq ualforce; almoft every 
fpecies of camp tranfportation is now performed 
hy men, who, w/thout a murmur, patientlJyoke them
Jelves to little carriages of their own making, or load 
their wood cmd provijions on their backs.-Should the 
enemy, encouraged by the growing weaknefs of your 
troops, be led to make a Juccejsful imprejJion up~n your 
camp, your artillery would now undoubtedly fall into 
their hands, for want of horfts to remo'1.Je it.-But 
thefe are fmaHer and tolerable evils, when com
pared with the imminent danger of your troops, 
perijhing with famine, or diJperjing in fearch of food" 
The Commiifaries, in addition to their fupplies ot 

U live 
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live cattle, which are precarious, havefoun.d a 
ql:)-a-ntity of pork in Ne\.Y Jerfey} of' which, -by a 
jai(ure of waggons, not one barrel has reached the 
ca?np. , 

The order~ wc:re given far t,hat purpofe as early 

as the 4th of January.-In yefterday's conference 
with ,the General, he informed llS, that jvme Eri..: 

Jades had beenftJurdays wit-hout ?neat; and that even 
the common /oldiers had been at his quarters to make 
known their wantso-At pre[ent; Sir, there is not 
one gentleman of any rank in this department, 
thoughthe duties of the office require a coh~antafld' 
unremi'ttedattention. -In whatever view, therefore, 
the object prefents itfelf, yve truft you willdifce~tJ~ -
that the m~fl: effential interefts are connected with 
it. -The feafon of preparation for ~extc~mp<1igri, is 
paffing fwiftly away. Be affnred, Sir, _ that it's 
operations will be ineffeCtual, either for oJfmce or 
protetljon, if an arrangement is not immtdiate1y 
made, and the moft vigorous- exertions ufed to pr(j.. 
cure the neceffary fuppJ-ies.-,-Permit us to fay, i:hat 
a montent's time jhould not be loft in placing a man of 
approved. abilities and exte-nil ve capacity at the 
he1d of the department, who will reflare it to fame 
clegree of regularity and order; whofe 'provident 
care will immediately relieve the pre-fent wants of 
the army, and'extend itfe1f to thbfe which mufr be 
fatisfied, before we can expetbvigour, eriterprife, or 

fuccefs.-W hen your Committee reflect upon the 

$ increafed 
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increafeddifficulties of procuring waggons, horres, 
tents, and the numerous train of articles dependent 
on this office; without which your army cam:JOt e"Jen 
move; they feel the greateft ahxiety, left the utmojt 
./kill, dz'li'gence, and addreJs, will prove ineffeElual to 
/atis/J' the growing demand. A 11 other conflderations 
vanifh before this object:; a.nd we molt earnellly 
wilb, Congrefs may be impreffed in a proper de .. 
gree with itsmcej)ity and importance. 

A report has reached us, that Col. Lutterlogh 
is a candidate for the office of ~arter~maller Ge .. 
neral; we have therefore been led tb make fome 
inquiry into his character and conduct.-We 
!hould be far from doing injuilice to his abilities 
and experience in a fUOol'dinate line; but, exclufive 
of the dange'rof entrufting fo confidential an office 
to aflranger, whofe attachment 'to this country 
mull be light and tranGent, and whofe inrerell may 
be fo eafily diftinguifhed from ours, we cannot find 
that he poifeffes talents or activity equal to this 
important office. -'- Vile fi od, in the coude of the 
campaign, necdfary tOols and flores have often 
been wanting; important and fear(wable move
ments of the army delayed; in fome inftances, 
wholly fruftrated; and fa'vourable opportunities 
loft, through the deficiencies of this department.- ' 
The rapid marches of our army, and unfol-efeen 
difafters which attended it during the fum mer fearon~ 
" .. . V ~. . partly 
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partly claim fome allowances; but that diforder 
and confuiion prevail through the department~ 

which requires fome able hand to reform and re
duce it to a certain 'lnd melan~holy truth. 

Unacquainted with the refolution of Congrefs 
with refpect to General Schuyler, we have heiitated 
what further to propofe. Time is fo extremely 'pre
priom, that we are unwilling t~ lofe a fingle un
neceifary moment; and have therefore been in,,:, 
duced to extend Ollr views to the difapprobation of 
this gentleman, and make fome proviiiori for that 
event. A character has prefented itfelf, which, in <\ 

great ~egree, meets our approbation, judgment~ 
and wiihes.-We have opened the fubjeCt to him, 
and it is now under his confideration. When we are 
at liberty, we ihall introduce him to yopr notice; 
but delicacy forpids our doing it, until he has made 
up his mind on the fubjeCt, and given his confent 
to the norpination.-Another gentleman of exten
five c onnexions, great aCtivity, and comprehen--: 
flve genius, but intirely in civil life, has alfo been 
propofed. As he is at a diftance, we have not been 
able to confult him; and are reftrained, by iimilar. 
motives of delicacy, from making his charaCter 
and name a [~bject of dif~uqion, without his con
fent. 

By the time we are favoured with the determin
€ltion r~fpeCting General Schuyler~ and he nloul~ 

no~ 



( 149 ) 
.not be approved, we hope to be able to announc~ 
poth thefe gentlemen for your confideration. . 

We are, with the greateft regard and refpecr; 

SIR, 
Your moft obedient, and 

very humble fervants; 
\ 

(THE COMMITTEE.l 

. Signed fRA. PANA~ 

!To the Prejident tif Congreft. 

fIN I S~ 
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