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A 

SERlVION. 

-
My BU:THaEN, 

WE are convened oli a· ferious and aw .. 
ful occafion. For many years our· nation "dwelt 
fafely, everyone under his vine and under his fig­
tree."-Thofe years are gone.-The found of the 
trumpet, and the alarm of war, ar~ now heard in our 
lall(~. New fcenes are opening: fc~nes in which our 
earthly interefis and hopes are deeply involved, and 
,~he termination of which no human eye can fee. 

U Th!; wide, th' unbounded profpeCl: lies before" us; 
"But iliadows, clouds, and darknefs, refl upon it." \ . 

At fuch a time as this, what fhould we do, but 
refort to the God of our fath€rs? To his hou[e we 
have been called this day; in his holy and dread pre. 
fence weare afI"embled •. And, IllY Brethren, we are 
here, not" for firife and deb;tte"-not to agitate quef.,. 
.tions which ·divide and difira& th~ nation-. no~t to ex . 
.amine the public meafures which have brought us to 
the prefent conjUJH~l:ure;:-:not to <1-p.plaud, or to to cen· 
{ure, any dafs of men, or fyfiem of policy; but to 
confider how we frand in relation to the gre\lt Save­
:reign qf t4~ world, to contemplate our concerns as 
under his admin~·ftqti~m, to view things in the ligh,t 
of his law and truth, and to commit ourfelves, our 
families and our country to his care. Here.then, our 
paffions fhould be hullied; our prejudices fhould be 
-d,i.f:qliifed; opprobrious names and odious difl;incrions 
fhould be forgotten; finifter views and worldly infhi. 
enees fhould be abjured. Our bufinefs is with HIM 
~n whofe holy "iight, that which is highly efreem­
.ed among men is abomination." And if here, in the 
fhade of his fan cru ary , at the foot of his throne~ un. 
difturbed by the firife and tumult of the( world, we 
ean fpend but one hour in fober refieaion, it may 
turn to fubftantial and l~fting good. 
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For myfelf, little, difpofed as I hav~ always been~ 
never was I Ids dlfpofed, than at this moment, to 
difiurb your minds, or to heighten your excitements, 
in regard to points which have engag,ed the paffion& 
of the country in long and fearf'ul confhCt. . Were the 
~ndulgence admiffible, I could utter the feelIngs of my 
heart in the language of the pious poet :* 

" Oh for a lodge in fome vall: wildernefs, 
" Some boundlefs contiguity of Ihade, 
~, Where rumour of oppreffion Zlnd deceit, 
" Of llnfuccefsful or fuccefsful war, 
e< Might nev!'r reach me more, My ear is painM~ 
" My foul is fick, with every day's report 
~'Of ,yrong and outrage with which earth is 611'~, 
~: There is no flelh in man's obdurate heart, 
" It does not feel for man; the natural bond 
c~ Of brotherhood is fever'd as the flax . 
" That falls afunder at the touch of fire." 

But I mufi frand in my lot. I hear the voice of 
God: "Son of man, I have made thee a watchma~ 
unto the houfe of Ifrael: therefore hear the word at 
my mouth, and give them warning from me." This 
voice I mufi obey. The moral afpeCts of the times I 
P1ufr faithfully reprefent. I muft declare to you the 
law and the truth of Jehovah; I mufr difplay before 
you the glories and the terrors of his holy majefry and 
government; I mufi proClaim in your ears the fins 
and the dangers of our land, and point you to the 
way of fafety and peace.-A facred text fuitable to, 
my prefent purpofe may be found iI~ 

PSALM LX. l-4 .• 

o GOD, THOU HAST CAST US OFF, 

SCATTERED US, THOU HAST BEEN 

o TURN THYSELF TO US AGAIN. 

'tHOU HAS'!' 

DISPLEASED; 

THOU HAST 

MADE THE EARTH TO TREMBLE; THOU ,HAST 

BROKEN IT: HEAL THE BREACHES THEREOF; FOR 

IT SHAKETH. THOU HAST SHEWED THY PEOPLE 

HARD THINGS; THOU HAST MADE US TO DRINK 

'it-- COWPER.. 
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''fHE WINE OF ASTONISHMENT. THOU HAST GIVEN 

A BANNER'TO THEM THAT FE.AR THEE; THAT IT 

MAY BE DISPLAYED BECAUSE OF THE TRUTH. 

THIS Pfalm appears to have b~en compofed and fung, 
on fome public and {olemn Dccailon, foon after David 
had come to the throne of all Ifrael. In the latter 
part of the reign of Saul, who, for feveral years, was 
pIore intent on purfuing his hatred againft David, 
~han on feeking the welfare of his kingdom, the nation 
fuffered greatly by internal divifions, and by foreign 
incurfions. At the time of Saul's death, his army 
was overthrown, and Ifrael was fcattered and difmay­
~d. During the !hart reign of Ifhbo:!heth his [on, 
the divifion of the nation into t~o kingdoms, and the 
bloody civil war which enfued, occafioned heavy ca­
lamities, and made the land to tremble. And when 
David was crowned king over all Ifrael, the nation 
was fiill mourning and :fhaking, for the difafiers which 
~t had fufiained, and the wars with which it was 
threatened. Thefe qeplorable fcenes the infpired king, 
in this Pfa]Il1, depicts and laments. But in contem­
plating them, he rifes above all human agencies, and 
views the whole as under the fovereign providence of 
Ood. THOll haft jcattered us ;-rHOU haft made tbe 
farth to tremble; rH(JU hafl broken it ;-rHOU hafl jhew .. 
ed thy people hard things ~ THOU bafl made us to drink t.he 
wine of ajlonijhment. ' .. 
, Viewing thofe calamities as '\:>rought upon the land 
under the adminifiration of God, he regarded them, 
with profound humility and awe, as tokens of God's 
pifpleafure. 0 God, thou haft cqfl us oJf;-'Thou haft 
been difpleafed.-But while he bows before the offended 
Majefiy of heaven, with holy fear; he does not yield 
to defpondency. With hope in the divine mercy, he 
fervently prays, 0 turn thyfelf to us again i-heal the 
preaches of the land. And his hope is encouraged by 
prefent evid.ence of the divine faithfulnefs. Thou haft 
given a banner to them that flar thee, that it may be d!f 
played becaz1e of the truth. In bringing David to the 
throne, according ~o his promife, to be the fofiering 
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fbepherd of his people, Jehova~ lifted up -an enftgn 
tc the nation 'a banner to be dlfplayed, as a demon .. 
ftration of his'truth, and 3n indication of the way. in 
~hich they might uped: his favour, and affuredlr 
;find peace. 

ConfentaneQu§ with thefe views and fentiments of 
ancient and infPired piety~ are the views <1-nd fenti~ 
ments with which, at this time, our mjnd~, my bre~ . 
tIn'en, fhould be deeply imprdfed.-I fhall th~fefore 
~ndeavour to fhew, . 

I. That God is difpleafecl with this pation. 
II. That there is gr,eat reafon for his difpleafure. 
lII. That it is moil highly import apt to us, that 

we obtain the return of his favour. And, 
IV. That we have reafon to hope, that the return 

~f his favour may be obt~i;ned. 
FIRST, then, God is difpleafed with this nation.--... 

Who can doubt this ,?-
He has da,ne great things for ps. With an out~· 

ftretched arm, he brought our fathers over the Atlan­
tic, drov~ out the heathen befor~ them, and plant~d 
them in t1:Us lanc~,. He fmiled upoq them, and they 
,increafed to a num~ro~s p~ople. When our rights 
were infripged by our parent country, he took us by 
the hand, and, with many fignal difplays of his power 
and goodnefs, ~opducred us through the perils of a~ 
eight years war, and eftablilhed U$ at length ip ind~­
~\:':nd~nce .and peace. Afterwards, for thj:! I~curity of 
our rights and privileges,an<~ efpecially for the prof pet 
rity of our commerce, it WCJ.S feen to be neceffary t(> 
firengthen the union of thefe fovereigQ States, and to 
give to the whole a common intereft, and a nationctl 
capacity and characrer. lie favoured the defign ; and 
a federal confiitution, combining the wifdom of ages, 
and admirably fliited to its import?lnt purpofes, was 
adopted. That was the epoch of our national m~tu­
rity: and at that epoch it might well have been faid, 
"What one nation in the earth is like this people, 
whom God went to redeem for a people to himfelf, 
and to make him a name, and to do for us great 
things ?,,' 
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Defignated, by the :finger of Providence, as the 
people of Heaven's peculiar favour, the fubfequent 
events of our hillory, for a feries of years, were and 
fwer4ible to the high defignation. Our national prof .. 
perity was beyond all parallel, excepting in forne 
bright periods of the hiftory of ancient Ifrael. 
Our commerce, that principal objeCt of the fede· 
ral compaCt, blefi with the fmiles of Heaven, quick· 
1y whitened every fea, and extended itfelf to every 
fuore; and, through its thoufand channels, wealth 
flowed in upon us with a confiant tide, from all parts 
of the globe. The national treafury was replenifh.. 
ed, public credit was redeemed andefiablifhed, ana 
all claffes of the community were relieved and enrich. 
ed. Agriculturalills, mechanicks and manufacturers 
found ample employment, and their varitms labours., 
ample reward. Our forefts were tumed into fruitful 
iields; the feveral departments of life and of fociety ~ 
emu lou fly rofe on the fcale of improvement; fdence 
and literature felt and acknowledged the general im. 
pulfe ; and our country, in its whole extent, prefented 
one fcene of activity, plenty, and joy.-Such was our 
ftate, while the God of our fathers fmiled on our land", 
-But the fcene is changed.-

Commerce, whofe influent tide gave motion to the 
whole vail: machinery of our profperity, by check af",: 
ter check, has been repreifed, until its tide has almoft 
ceafed. Our fhips and our merchandize ha v€ been feiz~ 
ed, and confifcated; or burnt, or funk, or held in re'" 
ftraint. Our mariners, taken by force or fraud, have 

, been immured in foreign ptifons, compelled to enter on 
~oard belligerent fhips, or turned upon the world, 
Cleftitute and forlorn, in diil:ant and unfriendly climes .. 
Hundreds of families, lately in afRuence or eafy com~ 
petence, are reduced to poverty or diftreffing embar;,;, 
rllffment. Thoufands of individuals lately in full and 
lucrative employ, are il:opped in their feveral occupa. 
tions, and know not what to fet thernfelves about. 
'The ,fpirit of fair and laudable enterprife is checked; 
~he vigour of honeft and generous activity is palfied. 
;Di~may and diftrefs pervade our maritime towns, 
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:lnd thence are communicated to all parts of our coun~ 
try. No dafs of the community, I?-0 department of 
fociety, but feels the fhock.-All thl~, my br~th~en,. 
.is under the providence of God, and IS a fure mdica .. 
tion of his difpleafure.- But this is not all. 

We are a divided people :-the effects of our divi .. 
fions are deplorable, and the afpects of them are fear .. 
ful. "Where envying and firife is, there is confufion,. 
and every evil work." This divine aphotifm is aw­
fully verified in our land. Our divifions are infinite .. 
ly more to be deplored, than the adverfity which we 
feel, in regard to our temporal wealth. They difiurb 
the peace and impair the happinefs of every depart .. 
ment of fociety; not excepting the domefiick circle, 
nor even the facred enclofure of the church of God. 
They rep refs the focial affections; they blafi the chari .. 
ties and courtefies of life; they violate, and almofi fe .. 
vel' the ties of facred friendthip, and of chrifiian bro .. 
therhood. They produce chilling alienations, unfieep ... 
ing jealoufies, bitter animofities, implacable hatreds.· 
They injure the reputations, and hinder the ufefulnefs 
of individuals, and of whole daifes of men; fparing 
no age, nor condition, nor fi:ation, nor character. 
Under their baleful influence, we wofully know the 
import of the prediction, "The people fhall be op ... 
preffed, everyone by another, and everyone by his 
neighbour; the child thall behave himfelf proudly 
againfi: the ancient, and the bafe againfi: the honoura .. 
bIe." And under the fame influence, every publick 
defign, however ufeful, however benevolent, however 
religious, becomes an object of jealoufy; every effort 
?f publick fpirit, every confpicuous attempt to good1 
:is fure to be oppofed. 

Yes, my brethren, our divifions fpread through the 
land an influence, every where to be felt, which aas 
with the malignity of a confuming curfe.-Their evils 
are endlefs.-They call into action all the bad paffioniY 
of our nature; they ~ever the bands of fociety; they 
breaK: down t~e barrIers of virtue; they poifon the 
fources of enJoyment; they obfiruct the enterprifefW 
of benevolence ~ they violate ~he fanCl:ity of all that ii 
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fatred; trey fuake not only the pillars, but the very 
foundations of the Republick.-Yet theft, aIfo, are un­
der the providence of God: and what furer token 
could we have of his holy difpleafure ?' . 

ConneCted with this is another token, too confpicu­
ous and too awful to be pafTed unnoticed. An in­
fatuation of mind, as evident as it is deplorable, pre­
vails in our country. Infatuation naturally and ne· 
cefTarily refults from the prevalence of the evil paf. 
:lions. When thefe pafIions prevail, people will not fo­
berly exercife their underfrandings, and their minds 
are infatuated of cOUl'fe. And this infatuation, firfr 
the effeCt of the paffions, afterwards becomes a caufe 
of excitement to them. It always views things in a 
deceptive light; and fuel for the paffions is what it 
perpetually feeks. 

Does anyone doubt that fuch an infatuation pre­
vails? If it does not, what reafon can be affigned for 
the irreconcilable difagreement, regarding almafr eve­
ry thing ?-regarding, not matters of fpeculation on­
ly, but matters of facr,-matters open to public view" 
and capable of being mofr perfeCtly afcertained. Why 
is it, that what one affirms, another is fure to deny? 
that what one believes, another is {ure to difbelieve? 
that what one receives and holds as rnofr important, 
another ca~mot with patience, even hear mentioned? 
-I afiign this infatuation to no 'party, to no clafs : 
but that it exW.:s, that it rnofr fearfully prevails, no 
one can doubt, who is not himfe1f, in the highefr de-
gree, under its influ.ence. , 

It is an old adage, "Whom God will defrroy, he in­
fatuates;" and the adage is warranted by the facred 
oracles.--'Thou bqft made us to drink the wine if qJlo­
niJhment.-When the people of Ifrael fupported Saul 
whom God had rejeCted; when, to pleafe him, they 
.concurred in perfecuting David, who was the Lord'$ 
anointed, and worthy of their higheft efieem and can ... 
fidence; and when, after Saul's death, they adhered ttl 
lfhbofheth, and engaged in war ag.ainft David, in d!~ 
rea oppofition to the declared wIll of God; then It 
was, that they were filled with the wine of aftonifA~ 

j\ 



10 

ment were intoxicated, were infatuated. This wineoi' 

aftonifument, or fpirit of infatuation, is often mention­

ed in the divine threatenings againft guilty nations.:fIo 

" Take the wine-cup of this fury at my hands," faid 

Jehovah to Jeremiah, "and caufe all the nations to 

whom I fend thee to drink it; and they jhall drink, 

and be moved, and be mad."t Efpecially, according to 

divine prediCtion,the nations, adhering to the great 

ten horned Beaft of the Apocalypfe, in the laft times 

of his power, are to drink of this infatuating cup, to 

the moft defperate intoxication.-Do we, then, par­

take of it in this land ?-and can we doubt whether 

we are under the Divine difpleafure ! 
The token laft to be mentioned is the prefent W AR.--­

No perfon, ferioufiy converfant with the divine oracles, 

can difbelieve that war, whether defenfive or offen­

five, juft or unjufl:, expedient or inexpedient, is a to­

ken of the Divine difpleafure. It is one of God's ex­

prefsly appointed judgments, for the punilliment of 

guilty nations. . . 

What courfe this war is to take, how long it is to 

continue, or what is to be its iifue, is known only to 

Him, who has nations with their rulers in his hands. 

This, however, we know, that war cannot exift with. 

out calamity. "Every battle of the warrior is with 

confufed noife, and garments rolled in blood." Eve­

ry march of an army is with terror and devaftation. 

But the carnage of battles and the ravage of march­

es-the deftrucrion of life and of property, by land 

and by fea-the lamentations of widows and orphans, 

and the dii1:refs of ruined families-the diminution or 

excifion of the [ources of national and individual 

~ealth-the preifure of neceifary taxes and contribu. 

t1Ons, and the confequent privations, embarraifmentl! 

and fufferings :-Thefe are not the only evils of war: 

"From whence come wars and fightings among 

you? Come they not hence, even of your lufts that 

w.ar In your members? Ye luft, and have not: ye 

kIll, and defire to. have, and cannot obtain: ye fight 

~ See Patrick and Scott on the text. t J er. xxv. IS. 
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and war, yet ye have not, becaufe, ye a:lk. not." So 
fpeaks the divine oracle.-Pride, ambition, avarice, 
hatred, revenge; thefe and the kindred lufts and paf­
fions of our depraved nature are the inftigators and 
fomentors of war. But commenced and profecuted, 
with thefe lufts and paffions, what will not war do? 
It will not hefitate to trample on all the laws of God, 
and rights of men. Utterly contemning the divine 
precept to love others as ourfelves, to love even our 
enemies, it glories in hatred and revenge, and offers 
every incentive to the thirft for plunder and for blood. 
Of all the evils, indeed, refulting from war, its moral 
effeCl::s and confequences are the moft to be deplored. 
Hundreds and thoufands, called away from the ordi. 
nary occupations of life, from the bofom of virtuous 
fociety, from the means of moral and religious infiruc­
tion, are devoted to purfuits in which every corrupt 
propenfity finds encouragement, are placed in the way 
of every temptation to vice and impiety, al).d are de­
luded with an imaginary difpenfation from the laws 
of morality and religion. A hideous mafs of corrup­
tion is embodied; the contagion fpreads uncontrola-

-bly and without bounds; and a general diffolution 
of morals and manners enfues. 

But while contemplating war with its endlefs evils, 
38 a token of the divine difpleafure, we ought not to 
forget the peculiarly portentous afpeCl::s of the prefent 
age and ftate of the world. No enlightened believer 
in the divine oracles can· doubt, that the times in 
which we live are eminently times of God's vengeance 
and recompence on guilty nations :-the "perilous 
itimes" fa often mentioned, and fo awfully defcribed, 
in prophetic fcripture. For years, we have viewed 
with amazement the tremendous fcenes, exhibited on 
fhe theatre of Eupope, and congratulated ourfelves on 
our remotenefs from them. That terrifick drama is 
proceeding; and it will proceed, until its cataftrophe 
ihall be developed, in " the battle of the greatday of 
God Almighty." After having been long fpared in 
divine mercy, we are at length drawn into the direful 
conflict; . and no man can tell how deeply we are to 
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be involved, or what is to be our ultimate deftiny !­
Surely, my brethren, God is difpleafed with this na­
tion.-And, 

II. There is great reafon for his difpleafure.-" Ah,. 
finfuI nation, ~ people laden with iniquity, a race of 
evil doers, children degenerate!. we have forfaken 
Jehovah, we have provoked the Holy One unto an~ 
ger, we are gone away backward." 

As a people, we have been ungrateful. We have 
not remembered" God our Rock, and the high God 
our Redeemer." We have not rendered unto him 
according to the benefits which we have received; but 
we have abufed his bleffings, arid confumed them on 
our lufis. We have" waxed fat, and kicked."-We 
have been a 'Worldly people. Exceffive love of the 
world has ftrongly marked our general characrer; has 
given to us a prominent feature, by which we have 
been diftinguifhed, and for which we have been re­
proached, among the nations.-And we have been a 
proud, a vain people. We have been vain of our li­
berties and privileges, vain of our increafing wealth 
and general profperity, vain of our fuppofed know­
ledge and goodnefs. 

Praiiing ourfe1ves, perpetually, as the wifeft and 
moil virtuou s people on earth, we have been deluded 
into a moil dangerous coriftdence and fecurity. In the 
vanity of our minds, we have imagined ourfe1ves fe:. 
cure from the dangers and difafters of other nations; 
and have refufed to take warning from the fallen re­
publicks of ancient and modern times. And have we 
not refufed to take warning, even from the oracle of 
Heaven? Though" the God of Ifrael hath faid, and 
the Rock of Ifrael hath fpoken, He that ruleth over 
men muft be juft, ruling in the· fear of God;" have 
we not ventured to contemn this divine maxim? 
Though" the wicked" ihould " bear rule" over us . 
have we not believed that, wife and good otS we are: 
our" land" would not "mourn?" And while com­
plimenting ourfelves as a religious peo~Ie, have we 
D.ot been wakefully jealous, left religion and its infiitu­
~lons fuould abridge our liberties, and have too 
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much influence on our concerns? And hence, ine 

fread of taking our maxims from the word of God, 
and the found experience of ages; have we not ta­
ken them rather from the infidious infidels of thefe 
lafr times, whofe great objeB: has been to "CRUSH" 

religion, and rid the world of its reftraints? 
Jehovah has exprefsly informed us, that the, pro/tie 

nation if the Jabbath was a principal reafon of his dif. 
pleafure againft Ifrael, and of their being given into 
the hands of the Affyrians and Babylonians: but we 
have difregarded the warning. The profanation of 
the fabbath is a public and a crying fin of our land; 
a fin by which we are conftantly provoking the Holy 
One of Ifrael unto an ger.-Did the land of Ifrael 

. mourn, " becaufe of jwearing ?" Who then can pafs 
through our ftreets, and not feel at his heart, that 
God has rea[on to be difpleafed with us! How many 
mouths in our land are continually open againft Hea­
ven, uttering the moft horrid blafphemies, and auda­
cioufly invoking damnation on themfelves and all 
around them !-Lying alfo, andjlander, were among 
the provocations, by which the people ofIfrael brought 
down upon themfelves the vengeance of "HIM who 
cannot lie." But, my brethren, if the criminations 
and recriminations which we every day read and hear 
are juft, the people of this land are all liars and flan­
derers! How far this is true, it behoves everyone 
moft ferioufly to confider. . Certainly, however, it 
would feem to have been adopted as a maxim in this 
country, that lying for certain purpofes is juftifiable, 
and even commendable; and that a falfehood once 
uttered, fhould never be retraB:ed~-" Wo unto them 
that call evil good, and good evil; that put darknifs for 
light, and light for darknifs; that put bitter for jweet, 
and jweet for bitter /"-" Wo unto them that are mighty 
to drink wine, and men if flrength to mingle flrong drink: 
that jZffiify the <wicked for a reward, and take away th~ 
righteoufnifs if the righteousfrom him /" 

" In the laft days," fays the Spirit ofprophecy,-" pe­
rilous times fhall corne. For men fhall be lovers of 
their own felves 1 ,ovetous, boafiers, proud, blafphew 
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mers, difobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, truce breakers, falfe accu,. 
fers, incontinent, fierce, defpifeJ;"s of thofe that are 
good, traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of pleafurei 
more than lovers of God; having a form of godlinefs, 
but denying the power thereof." This awful defcrip,. 
tion comprifes all manner of wickednefs; yet to what 
a fearful extent is even this defcription applicable to 
the prefent generation of this land! Who can make 
the application, in the extent to which it will obvioufly 
go, and not feel the blood chill to his heart !-No 
wonder, my brethren, that God is difpleafed with thiil 
nation.-But, 

III. It is moil highly important for us, that we 
obtain the return of his favour. 

" Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatnefs, and the power, 
and the glory, and the viCtory, and the majeUy: for 
all that is in the heaven, and in the earth, is thine; 
thine is the kingdom, 0 Lord, and thou art exalted 
as head above all. Both riches and honour come of 
thee, and thou reigneft over all; and in thine hand is 
power and might; and in thine hand it is to make 
great, and to give ftrength unto all." This devout 
acknowledgment was made by Davi.d, at the clofe of 
his long and profperous reign; and the fentimentsof 
it fuould evermore dwell in the hearts of all rulei's 
and people. In this view of God, a nation, as well 
as an individual, has every thing to fear from his dif. 
pleafure, and every thing to hope from his favour. 
" Bleifed is that people whofe God-is Jehovah :'! but 
when once he "rifes out of his place' to punHh a 
perverfe nation, deplorable indeed muft the condition 
of that nation be, until he reft from his anger. If, 
my brethren. our prefent calamities are from his dif­
pleafure, muft they not continue, and even increafe 
until he turn himfelf to us again? ' 

Is the adverfity of the times, in regard to our tem­
poral interefts, a token of his difpleafure? How then 
can we expeCt a change for the better fa lonO" as his 
difpleafure towards us continues? Should wg not ra­
ther expeCt this adverfity, with the various embarraif~ 
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ments and difireffes reruIting from it, to-become more 
and more infupportable ? 

Are our civil divilions a token of his difpleafure ? 
What then are we to expeCl:, if he do not turn himfelf 
to us again? The ftrife will increafe; the animolities 
and hatreds will become more and more rancorous; 
and erelong they will "break out, and blood will 
touch blood !" -

Is the prevailing infatution a token of the divine 
difpleafure? If then the difpleafure be not turned away, 
what have we to expeCl:' but to drink of this wine of 
aftoniihment even to the dregs? What, but to become 
more and more infatuated, until, totally blincl to the 
things of our peace, we furioufly ruih into ruin! It 
was thus with the Jews in the laft times of their na­
tional hiftory. Thus the Spirit of prophecy has foretold 
it ihould be, with the nations, adhering to the tenhorn-:­
ed Beaft, or under his influence, in the laft times of his 
power. And have not awfulinftances of the fulfilment, 
in part, of this prediction, been witneffed in our day? 
What but this fpirit of infatuation was the ruin of 
Holland, of Italy, of Switzerland, of Germany, of 
moft of the States and Kingdoms of continental Eu­
rope? They did not fall under the arm of the conquer­
or, till they had drunken of this wine, and were" mad." 
The rulers as well as the people were intoxicated. 
Their councils were perverted, their arms were en-. 
feebled; they were" aftonied one with another," and 
their ruin became inevitable. And if God do not 
turn himfelf to us again, how can we afi"ure ourfe1ves, 
that he will not foon fay," Behold I will proceed to do a 
marvellous work among this people, even a marvel­
lous work and a wonder: for the wifdom of their 
wife men fhall periih, and the underftanding of their 
prudent men fhall be hid. Wo unto them them that 
feek deep, and hide their counfeI from the Lord; and 
their works are in the dark, and' they fay, Who feeth 
us? and who knoweth us ? Surely your turning of 
things upfide downfhall be efieemed ali the potter'. 
day." 



16 
Is the war a. token of the divine difpleafure? Wh~el 

then muft be its progrefs, and what its iffue, if the 
difpleafure be not turned away? We fondly indulge 
the hope, that the conflict will be fhort, and the cala~ 
mities of it light; but the whole difpofal of it il£ 
with the Lord. Under his providence, the courfe 
of events may be altogether different from what 
we calculate; and the awful appeal which we have 
made, inftead of iifuing in the efiablifhment of our 
rights, may turn to their utter fubverfion. " The 
race is not to the fwift, nor the battle to the firong." 

The relation in which we now frand to the great 
conflict in Europe, is not to be regarded with light­
nefs. We fhall deceive ourfelves, if we imagine that 
we fhall not be eoniidered as having a part in that 
conflict. Firmly refolved as we may be to frand by 
ourfelves, and to carryon our own warfare, uncon. 
trolled and unaffified by any other power; wefhould 
certainly lay our account, that the mighty POWER~ 
under whore iron rod all Europe groans, will regard 
us as a confederate; and will employ all the refources 
of its policy to connect our defiiny indiffolubly with 
the deftinies of the great empire. On this point there 
can be, it would feem, no difcordance of opinion. 
Nor can there be any difcordance of opinion, in regard 
to the event, fhould fuch a connexion be formed. 
That terrible power knows no difference between 
friends and dependents, between allies and vaffals. 

And what is that power, but the Roman empire re~ 
vived-· the ten horned BeaG:, with his deadly wound 
healed ?-" His deadly wound was healed; and all the 
w?r1d wondered after the Beaft."-" And they wor. 
:!hIpped the Beafi, faying, Wbo is like unto the Beafl! 
who is able to make war with him /"-" The ten horns 
are ten kings, which-receive power as kings one hour 
wjt~ the Beafl. There have one mind, and jhall giv~ 
theIr power and flrength unto the Beafl."-" They jhall 
hate the whore, and jhall make her difolate and naked, 
and jhall eat her jlejh, and burn her with jire."-And I 

fa:u the BEAST, and the kings of the earth, and their Ilr .. 
mtts gathered together tf) make war againfi HIM that fat on 
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,n the horft, end agaifJft his army."-" 'THESE SHALL 
JIIlAKE WAR WITH THE. LAMB, and the Lamb. jhall over .. 
came them; for he is Lord of lords and King of kings ; 
and'they that are with him are called, and chofen, 
and fa;ithful. *-.Could defcription, my brethren, be 
more exact? or predicriOll more difiincr? Is not the 
power here defignat~d, while it has hated the whore, 
the Romilli Church, ~nd made her defolate, yet evi .. 
c;iently alfoat war with theLAMB? Did it not,but a few 
years ago, explicitly and in the face of the world, de~ 
da~e itfelf ag~inn the King of kings and Lord oflords­
agilmft the throne and ".monarchy of heaven ?" And, 
though it has fince, for purpofes of frate, put on the 
p.apal form of religion, are we to fuppofe that its real 
charaCter is. altered, or that it has relinquiilied its once 
avowed defign to "CRUSH" Jefus Chrifr! No, my 
brethren, it is the fame infidel, atheifiical power frill ; 
and is pUl'fuing, though now under cover, the fame 
defperate defign. And this defign it will not ceafe to 
purfue, until by the influence of its" fpirits of deG 

mons,'" its infidious emiifaries, "that go forth to the 
kings of the earth and of the whole world," its ar~ 
tnies {hall be affembled at Armageddon, for the bat .. 
tIe of the great day of God Almighty! 

My brethren, if there is a plain and" {ure word of 
prophecy~' in the book of God., thi~ is one; and it was 
made plain, becaufe it was intended as a warning to 
all people in thefe lail: times :-a warning which, as a 
watchman on the walls of our Zion, I am bound, fear-

)efs of reproach, moil: loudly to proclaim. If it is pof .. 
fible that this nation may be connected with the great 
infidel empire of Europe; the bare poffibility fhould 
deeply imprefs our minds with the importance of ob­
taining the fpeedy return of God's favour and protec- ' 
tion. His own warning "Voice pr6claims, "Come out 
of her, my people, that ye he not partakers of her fins, 
and th~.t yereceive not of her plagues." And the 
luoil: fervent prayer of every friend to him, of every 

.• Rev. Jl;iii.3, 4. xvii. JZ, 13, 16. ;Kix. 19. nii·J4~ 
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fiiel1d to his country, :fhould be, 'From that w6fU') 
doom, good Lord deliver us !'-But, , 

IV. We have reafon to hope, that the return of 
the divine favour may be' obtained. 

Great as I view our fins to be, and imminent out' 
dangers' yet I am not oEthe number of thofe, if any 
there a~'e: who" defpair of the ~epublick:" but whi~e 
mine eyes would run dov(rn wIth tears for the condl'; 
tion of my country, my heart cleaves' to the hope and, 
to the confidence, that the God of our fathers, though: 
difpleafed, and greatly difpleafed', has not utterly for ... 
faken her. 

'Thou hqft givim a banner to them that fear thee, that if 
may be difplayed becazife of the truth. David, raifed to' 
the throne in fulfilment of the divine prornife, wai 
the leader and commander of Iftae1, under whofe ban..­
ner the fcattered tribes were reunited, their breaches 
were healed, and their land became profperous ami 
l'J.appy. 

To them that fe~r him in this land, God has £lIfO' 
given a banner, that it may be difplayed becaufe of 
the truth. Chrifi, of whom David was an eminent 
type, was acknowledged by our fathers as their 
" Leader and Commander." He was their ,~ Hope," 
he was their '6' Saviour in times of trouble." "They 
cried unto him and were delivered;. they trufted in: 
him and were not confounded."-His name, my 
brethren, is frill the glory of our bnd; and his caIl to 
ns is, "Look unto me, and be' ye faved." If we 
vbey his word, if we rally round his ftandard as the. 
centre of our union, and the pillar of our hopes he 
will aifuredly "deliver us' Ollt of the hand of our ~ne.; 
lluies," [ave us from our dangers, and make us to dwell 
in quiet and- joyful habitation5'. 

Is ours, then, a defperate cafe-? Degenerate chili.; 
dren as we are, a:nd deeply as we have revolted from 
God; yet is there not a precious number in our land~ 
who remember him frill, and who will hear his voice? 
They mufr be the firft to rally round the ftandard. 
To them the b,ar:ner is given, arid they muftdifplay 
it. By aU that IS dear. to· them :-by the welfare of 
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lne-!r families arid o~ their country, by t11e honour of 
theIr Lord.and z::>avlOur, by the peace and profperity 
of Zion, by the blood of their redemption and their 
hopes for eternity, the call is urged ·home to their 
nearts, to ceafe from ftrife and from difcord among 
themfelves; to lay afide all wrath, and clamour, and 
evil fpeaking; to IGve as brethren, forbearing one 
another, and forgiiVing one another; and to fuew 
themfelves in true character, as the difciples of Chrift, 
as foldiers of "the Captain of ialvation." United 
under his banner, they muft "take unto them the 
whole armour of God, that they may be able to with. 
Rand in ~he evil day, and having done all to frand.'" 
They muft " frand; having their loins girt about with. 
truth, and having on the breafrplate of righteoufn~[s; . 
and their feet fuod with the preparation of the gofpel 
of peace. Over all they muil t~ke up the fuield of 
faith, with which they will be able to quench all the 
:ti!-,!ry darts of the "wicked. And they muft take the 
the helmet of falvation, and the [word of the Spirit, 
which is t'he word of God: praying always with aU 
prayer and fupplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with ·a11 perfeverance."-Yes, with one 
.heart and one mouth, they muft lift up the fervent and . 
inceifant prayer, " Spare thy people, 0 Lord, and give 
not thine heritage to reproach." "We have heard thy 
fpeech, and were afraid: 0 Lord, revive thy work in 
:the midft of the years, in the midft of the years make 
known; in wrath remember mercy." 

Will not all good men do this? By whatever dif. 
ferent names they may have been called, will they not 
all unite under this banner; and let their motto be . 

. one, 'FOR CHRIST AND OUR COUNTRY !'-If they 
will, God will be entreated for our land. He will 
turn himfelf to us again., and" remember for us his 
former loving kindne[s, and tender mercies." "The 
Spirit will be poured out from on high ;" hundreds 
.and thoufands will flock to the ftandard ; "truth fuall 

. fpring out of the earth, and righteoufnefs fuall look 
ldown from heaven ;" " and the work of righteoufnefs 
JhaUbe peace, ,and the effeCt of righteou[nefs, quietne~_ 
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and feeudty." God will dwell.in the mi~fi:of '~s f 
will make our land as " a {hong CIty; and wIll appolDt 

. falvation for walls and bulwarks." He will difpof~ 
our enemies to be at peace with us, and us to be at 
peace with them' or eIfe, if he call us to vindicate our 
rights in the~igh places of .the field,. he will "go forth 
with our armies, cover theIr heads In the day of bat. 
tIe," and give to them the fong of victory. He" will 
reftoreour judges as at the firft, and our counfeHors 
as at the beginning;" "and wifdom and knowledge 
fhall be the ftability of our times and ftrength of fa1. 
vation, and the fear of the Lord our treafure."---" Hap .. 
py is the people that is in fuch a cafe ~ happy is the, 
people whofe God is Jehovah." . 

My friends, the fiandard is lifted up; the banner is 
difplayed: the only banner by which you, or your 
country,lcan be faved.· Will you repair to thisilana 
dard? Will you enlift under Chrift as your " Leaaer 
and Comm;mder ?"-Say not, 'It will avail nothing, 
as it regards the [afety of the country, for Ui to enlift, 
unlefs others will.' If it avail nothing for the fafety 
of the country, it will affure your own fafety for time 
and eternity. Befides', who rather than you, ihould 
be firft to enlift? and who can tell how extenfive, 
how numerous the enliftment may be? The fame 
banner is difplayed, and will be difplayed, in the differ­
entparts of our land; and thoufands on thoufands,. we 
trufi, will volunteer under it. Delay not, then; 
:but prefs forward for thefirft honours of the fervice. 
Do you afk to have the terms of enlifiment, and tht; 
duties of the fervice explained? 1 will briefly explaiu 
them. . . 

If th-en you would enliG: under the banner of the 
P:ince of. peace, you muG: 'Utterly renounce the fer., 
vice of hiS veteran Adverfary. You muft renounce 
fin. You ml1fi: " deny ungodlinefs, and every world .. 
ly luG:/' and. refolve to " live foberly and righteoufly, 
and plOufly m the world." And you muG: refign 
yourfelves unrefervedly to him, into whofe ferviceyou 
-ent~r. You lllUft believe in him as the Son of the 
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f;lighe:R:, the :Prince of the kings of the earth, to' 
,wchom angels, principalities and powers are fubjeB:; 
4" in whom are all the treafures of wifdom and know­
ledge," who is " mighty to fave," and who will affur~ 
ecUy conduB:his followers to" glory and honour, and 
immortality." Thefe are the terms of enliftment; 
and correfpondent with thef~ are the duties of the 
fervice. 

Having entered the fervice, implicit obedience to 
your Commander will always be indifpenfable. You 
'Will hold yourfelves no more at liberty to walk" in 
the way of your own hearts, or the fight of your 
own eyes ;". no more at liberty to regulate your de .. 
. pottment,or c"Dverfation, by the cuftoms, or max,,· 
irnli, or courfe of this world; but taking the f<;LCTed 
:manual given you by Chrift, the fcriptures of trUth, 
Ifor your direCtory, by this perfeB: ftandard, all your· 
,<>pinions and all your aCtions muft be formed. Lov~ 
~oGod and love to men muft rule in your hearts; 
';md the glory of God, the honour of Chrift, and the 
higheft good of 'men, all which unite in one, mufi; 
~vermo1"ebe JleId in view, as your ultimate objeCt. 

y (, u will love your country, and feek her prof peri­
ty. b, Submitting yourfelves to every ordinance of 
r~ ~m for the Lord's fake," you will "render unto all 
t'he,i1' dl1es: tribute to whom tribute is due; cullom to 
whom (uftum ; fear to whom fear; honour to whom 
·brmoIJJ," .But you will [erve your country, only un· 
der the ban ner of Chrift. You will hold it as a fure 
and [acred maxim, that "except HE keep the city, 
the watchmen watch in vain ; if he be not the fun and 
the fhield of the nation, our dearefrrights, and Ii. 
,perties, and interefts, muft be in conftant jeopardy. 
~, Ceafing from man then, whofe breath is in his n~f .. 
trils,"you will put no confidence for 'fafety In 

. princes or rulers, an">: farther than their mea~ur~s 
:~al1 appear to be contormable to the -eternal pnnq .. 
pIes of truth and right. Neither will your confidence 
'refl: in the boafred wifdom and virtue of the na­
.,tion; in our civil inftitutions, excellent as they are; 
jn our local iitUatiop, remote ~rom the feats ofEuro .. 
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:pean policy ~nd power; ~or in any of th~fe thlng;: 
:in which thIS people, whIle removmg theIr heart$ 
from the Rock of their falvation, have fondly put, 
-their trun.' The very thought of reliance on for~ig~' 
:aid, on .aid from the :EM-PUE OPENLY HOSTILE T() 

'YOUR ADORE,D PRINCE, upon your inviolable oath of aile .. 
~gianGe to him, you will utterly .~bhor and abjure. But 
confiding in HIM, "the WONDERFUL, the COUNSEL.­

LOR ,the MIGHTY GOD, the PR1NCE OF PEACE," in eve o 

',ryfituation of your country, and to whatever fcene~ 
'of arduous duty you be callefl, you will always " be 
'!ready to every good work'~-al:I,Vays "quit your,. 
-{elves," in your refpeCtive fl:ations," like men" -al~ 
ways "frand faft in the liberty wherewith HE hatht 
made you free." 

Whether at 'home however, in your fpheres of pri ... 
,vate and public duty, or abroad in the high placesof' 
.,danger, on .land or fea; it will behove you, at no 
time to forget, whofe you are, and whom you ferve. 
I-Irs orders and commands are unalterable; the fame 
in the time of war, as in the time of peace. If then 
you hear it faid by any, " Thou ihalt love thy neigh­
bour, and hate thine enemy;" you will remember 
that his command is, " Love your enemies ;" nor win 
you ever imagine that genuine patriotifm, true love 
:to your country, confifrs in hatred to any other nation. 
You will volunteer, :therefore, in no enterprifes of 
:blood,or of plunder, which he will not approve; in 
none which, by his law, will involve you in the 
guilt of murder, or of robbery. 

He " is Lord if the Sabbath day;" which you will 
"remember, to keep it holy." Far from fuppofing, 
that the mere fignal of a prize gives you a difpenfa~ 
tion, to trample on all the facrednefs of the fabbath . 
you will allow, on that day, no fecular concerns, othe; 
than dl.Ofe of neceffity and mercy, to engaQ"e your at. 
tention. L'\nd the profanation of the fabbath, that 
'~rying fin of . our land-that ~rowin.g, . rapidly grow", 
'lOg fin of tlm place-you wlll feel It lDcumbent on 
)lOU, by all fuitable means to check, and ,as far as, pot:. 
tlble to fuppref&. -



_ ~oiw~l yo~ forget'the exprefs order Of your CoM):) 
mander m chIef, "Swear not at all :"-" take not th~, 
name oftbe Lord thy God in 'Vain." Not only will yo~ 
refrain moftfacredly you'l"felvesi from every breac~ 
of this o'rder; but you will fet your faces, firmly and 
t!fficiently, againft the audacious, the heaven daring 
profancmefs and blafphemy, with which our fireets j 

and corners', and wharves -ince:ffantly ring, and which 
is continually afcending, for judgment, to the ears on 
the Lord of fa:bba'oth ! 

Another order.of the f<true high authority is: "Lie: 
not OXle unto another; hut /peak every man truth unto hiS'> 
neighbour." Never, then, can you admit, never can 
you tolerate the delufion, the pernicious doCtrine, that 
either the-divine glory or the good of you,r country is to 
be promoted by falfehood, or by a finifter fuppreffion of 
truth. Nor will you ceafe, in thefe evil, times, to­
charge your confciences, on this fubjecr, moft folemn­
ly before God; left by rejoicingVin the expeCted fuc­
cefs of a lie, or by connivance at falfehood, you bee, 
come unawares partakers of the guilt. 

" Let all your things be done with charity," is anothef<' 
general order of great compreherdion: one which, in 
the prefent divided ftate_of public opinion, demands 
,,very fpecial attention. Differences of opinion muft 
be expeCted to exift; and the right of all freely to ex~ 
''Pi-efs, and honefrly to maintain their opinions, no en~ 
lightened friend, of truth, or of his- country, can dif.. 
pute, or willi to abridge. But this right fuould aI-­
ways, andefpecially at a time like the prefent, be ex~ 
ercifed with charity. The folemn and fearful fiate of 
our country iliould bring eveF~ oqe to a ferious and 
thoughtful pauLe. The man IS mad, who refolves 
that he will not fee, otherwjJe than he has feen .. 
Rather fhould he fit down, and difpaffionately and de· 
liberately examine the grounds on which his opinions 
-xe:/l _ and the ends for which they are maintained .. 
Th; love of 'country and the fear of God fil0u1d re· 
{train everyone, from yielding h~s judgment to, the 
control of his paffions; from aehng upon the pre~ 
~ofrerous ;:nax;im, that nothing which docs not favoui 
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his views, and every thing which does, is to be beiiev .. 
ed; from anfwering fubftantial faCl:and folid argu.c: 
ment, with opprobriolfS epithet" raili affertion, or an .. 
gry denunciation. Under tile banner of Chrifi, paC. 
fion mufr give' place to reafon, prejudice to candr,.:~, 
bitternefs to :.;harity, delulioll to truth, and p:3.rtlal 
vjews to the public good. ' 

Under ehriG:, in a word, "whatfoever things are 
true, whatfoever things are honeft, what1(}/;;ver things 
arc juft, whatfoever things are pure, whatfoever 
things are lovely, whatfoever things are of good re~ 
port; if there be any virtue, if there be any praife, 
there things you will attentively confider," and inva .. 
riablypradife. Arid ,that you may' not fail, in your 
duty, or falter in your courfe, you muft Ifeep your 
eyes on your divine Leader, rely on him wIth unwa .. 
vering affiance, and follow him without reluctance' 
and without fear. In his ftrength you may do aU 
things; he will make 'yc)U ". conquetors, and more 
than conquerors ;" and his {ure word is, " To him" 
that o¥ercometh will I grant to fit down with me in, 
my throne/' 

, 'l\:fy friends" are you concerned for yourcountrYT 
do you defire her welfare? Rally, then, under the 
banner here difplay<:d ; join and follow this ftandard ;, 

, and'it will not be your fault, if your country be noti 
fafe and happy. And could my feeble voi~e be 
heard, I would proclaim to the whole nation,' that 
th,is is the way and the only way of [afety and htJppi. 
nefs.-" p houft of ffrael, cmmot I do with you' as this 
potter? Jazth J EROV AH. Behold, as the clay ii in thl!. 
potter's h~nd, Joare ye in mine. hand, O. houle if [!rade 
At what zrytant 1 !peak concernmg a natzon, andconcer1!<: 
~ng ~ kingdom, ~o pluck :,p, and topldl dawn, and to de.ft~oy 
It: if that natton, agmryt w/:Jom I have pronounced turn 
from their,;vil, I will repe,l1t of the evil that I thoZJgh; to da' 
unto them. -'" Wberejore return unto me, and I wilt return: 
unto you,jaith JEHOVAH." 

AMEN. 




