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PR.4YERS, 
'So be taughllo chil .... «' .. in tbd,' mother tongue at leae •. 

The Sign of the Cross. 

t In the name or the 
Father, and of the 

. Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Amen. 

t In nomine Patris, 
et Filii, et Spirit(ls 
Sancti. 

Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer. 

OUR Father, who art l p ~TER noster, qui 
in heaven. es in crelis. 

l. Hallowed be thy J. Sanclificetur no-
name. men tuum. 

2. Thy kmgdom 2 . .'\c\veniat regnum 
come. tuum. 

3. Thy will be done 3. Fiat voluntas tua, 
on earth, as it is in sicut in crelo et in 
heaven. terra. 

4. Give us this day 4. Panem nostrum 
our daily bread. quotidianum de nobis 

hodie. 
6. And forgive us 5. Et dimitte nobis 

.A. 2 
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our trespasses, as we debita nostra, sicut et 
forgive them that tres- nos dimittimus debito-
pass against us. ribus uostris. 

6. And lead us not 6. Et ne nos inducas 
into temptation. 

7. But deliver us 
from evil. Amen. 

in tentationem. 
7. Seellibera nos a 

malo. Amen. 

The Angelical Sulliiation. 

H.UL Mary, full of' AVE, Maria, grati~ 
grace, the Lord is with plena,Dominus tecum: 
thee: blessed are thou benedicta tu in mu­
amongst women, and lieribus, et henedictus 
blessed is the fruit of fructus ventris tui J e-
thy womb, Jesus. sus. 

Holy Mary, Mother Sancta Maria, Ma-
of GoJ, pray for us tel' Dei, ora pro nobis 
sinners, now and at peccatoribus, nunc et 
the hour of our death. in hora mortis ncstrre. 
Amen. I Amen. 

The .J1po8tlc~' Creed. 

1. I believe in Goel, 
the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and 
earth. 

2. And in Jeslls­
Christ his only Son 
our Lord. 

1. C Hlmo in Deum 
Patrem omnipotentem, 
crea!orem creli et ter­
rre. 

2. Et in JesumChris­
tum Filium ejus uni­
cum, Dominum nos­
trum. 
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?, Who was con-j 3. Qui conceptus est 
ceJved by the Holy de Spiritu Sancto, na­
Ghost, born of the Vir- tus ex Maria Virgine. 
gin l\lary 

4. Suffered under 4. Passus sub Pon-
Pontius Pilate, \\':1S tio Pilato, crucifixus, 
crucified, dead and mortuus et sepultus. 
buried. 

5 He descended in­
to hell, the third day 
he rose again from thl' 
dead. 

6. He ascended into 
heavcn, sits at the 
right hand of God, 
the Father Almighty. 

5. Descendit ad in­
feros, tertia die resur­
rexit a mortuis. 

6. Ascelldit ad cce­
los, seclet ad dexteram 
Dei Patris omnipoten­
tis. 

7. From thence he 7. lude venturus est 
shall come to judge the judicare vivos et mor-
living ancl the~ dead. tuos. 

8.~I believe in the 8. Credo in Spiri-
Holy Ghost. tum Sanctum. 

9. The holy catho- 9. Sanctam ecclesi-
lic church, the com- am catholicam, sanc-
munion of saints. torum communio'lem. 

10. The forgiveness 10. Remissionem 
of sins. peccatorum. 

11. . The resurrec- II. Carnis resurrec-
tion of the body. tionem. 

]2. And the life ev- 12. Vitam reternam. 
erlasting. Amen: Amen. 
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The Confiteor. 

I COXFESS to Almigh-
r 

CONFITEOR Deo om­
ty God, to bles3ed nipotentl, beat<E Marice 
Mary, ever virgin, to I semper virgini, bealO 
blessed Michael the r Miehaeli archangelo, 
archangel, to blessed, beat" Joanni Baptistce, 
John the Baptist, to' s<lllctis apostolis Petro 
the holy apostles Pe- et Paulo, et omnibus 
ter and Paul, and to sanctis, (et tibi, pa­
all the saints, (and to tcr,)quia peccavi nimis 
you, father,) that I cogltatione,verbo et 0-

have grievously sin- perc, mea culpa, mea 
ned in thought, word culpi't,mea maxima cul­
and deed, through my p:1_ Ideo precor bea­
fault, through my f:lltil, tam 1\1 ariam semper 
through my exceeding· virginctTI, beatum Mi­
great 1~\l1II. Thenofore I chaelem archangelum, 
I beseech bles3ed 1\1a- bcatum J oannem Bap­
ry, ever virgin, blessed lislam, sanctos apos­
Michael the archan- tales Petrum et Pau­
gel, blessed John the lum, et omnes sanctos, 
Baptist, the holy apos- (et te, pater,) orare 
ties 'eter and Palti, pro me ad Dominum 
and all the saints, (and Deum nostrum. 
you, father,) to pray 
to the Lord our God 
for me. 

May the Almighty Misereatur nostrl 
God have mercy on omnipotens Deus, et 
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us, forgive us our sins, I dimissis peccatis nos­
and bring us to ever- tris, perducat nos ad 
lasting life. Amen. vitam reternam. A-

men. 
May the Almighty Indulgentiam, abso-

and merciful Lord give lutionem et remissio­
us pardon, absolution,. nem peccatorum nos­
and remission of our trorum tribuat nobis 
sins. Amen. omnipotens et miseri-

cors Dominus. A-
men . 

.!let of .!ldoration. 

o AIy God; I adore thee and acknowledge 
thee for my creator and sovereign Lord, and 
the absolute master of all things . 

.!let of Faith. 

o My God, I firmly believe ~ll that the 
holy Catholic church believes and teaches, 
because thou, who art truth itself, have re­
vealed it. 

.!let of Hope. 

o My God, relying up0l! thy promises. and 
upon the merits of my SavIOur, I hope with a 
firm cQnfidence, that thou wilt grant me grace 
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the Lord thy God, strong, jealous,. visitlrig 
the sins of the fathers upon the chIldren, to 
the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me: and shewing mercy to thousands of 
those that love me, and keep my command­
ments. 

2. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God, in vain: for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that shall take his name in vain. 

3. Remember to keep holy the Sabbath 
day. 

4. Honor thy Father and thy Mother. 
6. Thou shalt not kill. 
6. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
7. Thou shalt not steal. 
8. Thou shalt not bear false witness against 

thy neighbour. 
9. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 

wife. 
10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 

goods. Exod. ch. 20th. 

The Seven Commandments oj the 
Church. 

I. To keep holy all festivals of obligation. 
2. To hear mass, on Sundays and Holy­

days. 
3. To confess our sins, at least once a year. 
4. Worthily to receive the holy Eucharist 

about Easter. 
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o. To fast Lent, Ember days and Vigils 
commanded. 

6. To abstain from flesh meat, all Fridays 
and Saturdays. 

7. To pay tythes to our Pastors. 

In honor of the Holy Trinity. 

GLORIA Patri, et Fi- GLORY be to the Fa­
lio, et Spiritui Sancto. ther, and to the Son, 

Sicut erat in princi- and to the HoI: Ghost. 
pio,et nunc, et semper, A s it was in the be­
et in srecula sreculo- ginning, is new, and 
rum. Amen. ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen . 

.11 prayer to the Holy Virgin. 

SUB tuum prresldmm , WE fly to thy patro­
confugimus,sancta Dei. nage,O holy Mother of 
Genitrix: nostras de-, God: despise not our 
precationes ne despi-: prayers in our necessi­
cias in necessitatibus; ties; but deliver us aI­
sed a periculis cunctis' ways from aU dangers, 
libera nos semper, I ° glorious and blessed 
Virgo gloriosa et be- ~ Virgin. Amen. 
nedicta. Amen. I 

B 
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.f1 prayer to our Guardian .f1ngel. 

ANCELE Dei,qui cus- 0 Angel of God, to 
tos es mei, me tibi whose holy care I am 
commissum pietate su- committed, enlighten, 
pern&, hodie illumina, defend and keep me 
custodi, rege et guber- this day from all sin 
na. Amen. and danger. Amen. 

Grace before meat. 

BENEDICITE, Domi· BLESS us, 0 Lord, 
nus. Nos Et ea qme and these thy gifts, 
sumus sumpturi bene- which ofthy bounty we 
dicat dextera Christi. are about to receive: 
Amen. through Christ Our 
In nomine Patris, &c. Lord. Amen. 

In the name of the 
Father, &c. 

Grace afttr meal. 

A GIlIws tibi gratias, WE give thee thanks, 
Omnipotens Deus, pro 0 Almighty God, for 
universis beneficiis tu- all thy benefits; who 
is; qui vivis et regnas livest and reignest, 
in saccula s::eculorum. world without end. 
Amen. Amen. 

In nomme Patris, In the name of the 
&c. Father, &c. 
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.fl prayer for the dead. 

FIDELIUM animre,per MAY the souls of 
mi~erit:or~iam Dei re- the faithful departed, 
qUlescant III pace. through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace. 
Amen. Amen. 

THE ANGELUS DOMINI. 

V. ANGELUS Domini v. THE Angel of the 
nuntiavit Mari::e. Lord decl~red unto 

'. . Mary. 
R. Et conceplt de SPl- R. And she conceived 

ritu Sancto. of the Holy Ghost. 
LlI')f:, _,t/urh!, ~S·c. I Hai!, .))tfa'l'Y, q-c. 

v. Ecce ancilla Domi- v. Behold the hand-
ni. maid of the Lord: 

R. Fiat mihi secundum R. Be it done unto me 
verhum tuum. according to thy 
.flve, .NJaria, life. word. 

v. Et Verbum caro Hail, Mary, life. 
factum est. v. And the Word was 

R. Et habitavit In no- made flesh; 
bis. R. And dwelt among 
.flve, Maria, life. us. 

Hail, .Mary, life. 
v. Ora,pro nobis Sanc- v Pray for us, 0 Holy 

la Dei Genitrix. Mother of God. 
R. Vt digni efficia- R. That we may be 

rour promissionibus made worthy of the 
Ohristi. promises of Christ. 
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OREMUS. LET US PRAY. 

GRATIAM tuam quce- POUR forth, we -be­
sumus, Domine, men- seech thee, 0 Lord, 
tibus nostris infunde, thy grace unto our 
ut, qui angelo nunti- hearts, thdt we, to 
ante, Christi Filii tui whom the Incarnation 
Incarnationem cogno- of Christ, thy Son, was 
vimus, per passionem made known by the 
ejus et crucem ad message of an angel, 
resurrectionis gloriam may, by his passion 
perducamur: Per e- and cross, be brought 
umdem Christum Do- to the glory of his re­
minum nostrum. surrection: Through 

the same Christ Our 
'Lord. . 

R. Amen. R. Amen. 



ABRIDGMENT OF THE CATECHISM. 

NOTE.-For children, and even for adnlts of little capacity, 
the questions preceded by this sign' may s\lffice. The other 
questions are not above the capacity of children in general, 
who are preparing either for their first communion or for 
Confirmation, whether they can read or not. 

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS. 

*Q. ARE you a christian 1 
A. Yes, by the grace of God. 
Q. By what were you made a christian 1 
A. By Baptism. 

*Q. What is the mark of a christian? 
A. The sign of the cross. 

*Q . .Make the sign of the cross*. 
A. t In the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

"The sign of the Cross is'made by putting the right hand. to 
the forehead; then to the bleast; then to the left and light 
.boulders; saying, while the hand is to the forehead, In the 
name of the Father; while to the breast, and of the Son; and 
of the Holy, to tbe rigbt sboulder; and tben Ghost, to tbe left : 
adding, Amen. 

2B 
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CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

Of the mysteries. 

Q. W HA'l' do you mean by the word mys­
tery? 

A. By the word mystery, I mean a truth 
that we do not comprehend, but which never­
theless we are obliged to believe, because 
God has revealed it. 

Q. Which are the principal mysteries of 
our religion? 

A. The principal mysteries of our religion 
are those of the Holy Trinity, of the Incarna­
tion, and of the Redemption. 

*Q. What is the mystery of the Holy Trini­
ty? 

, A. One God in three persons, Father, Son, 
l\nd Holy Ghost. 
"'Q. What is the mystery of the Incarnation? 

A. The Son of God made man for us. 
"'Q. What is the mystery of the Redemption? 

A. Jesus Christ crucified for us. 
Q. Where are those mysteries to be found? 
A. In the Creed or S)mbol of the Apostles. 

CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

Of the .!lpostles' Creed. 

*Q. SAY the Apostles' Creed. 
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In Eogli.h. I 10 Latio. 

I believe in God, Credo in De'tl'mo 
&c.-page 6. ~c.-page 6. 

Q. What means the word I believe? 
A. It means: I hold for certain, I am fully 

persuaded, I am entirely convinced. 

ARTICLE I. 

Q.W HICH is the first article of ~he Apos­
tles' Creed? 

A. I believe in God, in Father Almighty, 
ereator of heaven and earth. 
*'Q. What is God? 

A. God is a spirit infinitely perfect. 
*'Q. Can there be many Gods, or many spi-

rits infinitely perfect? 
A. No; there can be but one alone. 
Q. Where is God? 
A. God is everywhere; he fills heaven 

and earth. 
Q. Why do you say, I believe in God the 

Father? 
A. To shew that the first person in God is 

called the Father. 
Q. Are there several persons in God? 
A. Yes; in God there are three persons, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 



ABRIDGEMENT OF 

*'Q. Is each of these three persons, God 7 
A. Yes; each of these three persons is 

God. 
*'Q. Are these three persons equal in all 

things? 
A. Yes; they are equal in all things. 

*Q. There are therefore three Gods? 
A. No; the three divine persons are only 

one and the same God. 
*Q. How so? 

A. Because they have but one and the same 
divine nature . 
. "'Q. How is the mystery of one only God in 
three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
called? 

A. It is called the mystery of the Holy Tri­
nity. 

Q. Why is God, in the first article of the 
Creed, called Almighty? 

A. Because nothing is impossible to Him. 
"Q. Does God see and know all things 1 

A. Yes; God sees and knows all things, 
even the most hidden thoughts of our heart. 
*'Q. Has God always been, and will he al- I 

ways be 1 . 
A. Yes; for he is eternal. 
Q. Why do you call him creator of heaven 

and earth? 
A .. Because he created and made all things 

out of nothing; and because he is the obso­
lute master thereof: 
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lIoQ. Was it God that created you and 
brought you into the world? 

A. Yes; it was God that created me and 
brought me into the world. 

lIoQ. Why did God create you? 
A. That I might know, love, and serve 

him, and thereby obtain everlasting life. 

ARTICLE 2. 

lIoQ.W HAT do you mean by the second arti­
cle of the Creed, .lInd iii Jesus Christ, i,is on­
ly Son, our Lord? 

A. I mean that God the Father has begot­
ten, from all eternity, an only Son, who is 
equal to him in all things. 

Q. Is the Son of God also called the Divine 
Word, and the second person of the Holy 
Trinity? 

A. Yes; he is. 
, Q. Is God the Son of the same nature as 
God the Father? 

A. Yes; he is consubstantial to the Father, 
that is to say, of one and the same substance 
with him. 

Q. How is the Son of God made man call-
d 'l . e . 
A. He is called Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

"Q. Is Jesus Christ only man? 
A. No; he is both God and man. 
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.Q. There are therefore two natures in Je­
sus Christ 'J 

A. Yes; there is the divine and the hu­
man nature. 

Q. Are there two persons in Jesus Christ 1 
A. No; there is but one person, which is 

that of the Son of God, or the second per­
son of the Holy Trinity. 

Q. Was Jesus Christ always man 1 
A. So; it was a,bout fOllr thollsand years 

after the creation of the world that the Son of 
God, who existed from all eternity, was made 
man and called Jesus, 

Q. What is meant by being made lIIan 'J 
A. T!:c lIJeallillg, ;3, that he took a body 

and soul like ours. 
Q. Why was the Son of God made man 1 
A. To redeem liS. 

Q. FI"om what did he redeem us 1 
A. From eternal damnation, to which we 

were all condemned by the d!sobedience of 
our first Father Adam. 

Q. How is the mystery of the Son of God, 
made man for us, called? 

A. It is called the mystery of the Incarna­
tion. 

ARTICLE 3. 

Q.'V HAT is meant by the third article of the 
Symbol, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin .Mary? 
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A. By the third article is meant, that Jesus 
Christ was conceived by the operation of the 
Holy Ghost in the womb of a Virgin, named 
Mary, and that of her he was born into the 
world. 

*Q. On what day was Jesus Christ born 1 
A. He \yas born on Christmas day. 
Q. How long did Christ remain visible on 

earth? 
A. About thirty-three years. 

*Q. What did Jesus Christ do upon earth '1 
A. He taught mankind to lead n holy life, 

and by his merits, procured them grace to 
that effect. 

ARTICLE 4. 

Q.W HICH is the fourth article of the 
Creed? 

A. 811ffererlunder Pontius Pilate, was cru­
cified, dead and buried. 

*Q. 'What did Jesus Christ suffer? 
A. He \Y3S insulted, despised, scourged, 

crowned \yilh thorns, and abandoned by all 
men. 

Q. Who was Pontius Pilate? 
A. He was the Governor of Judea, under 

whom Jesus Christ suffered. 
*Q. Why do you add, was crucified, deael 

and buried? 
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A. Because Jesus Christ was nailed to a 
cross, upon which he expired, and was after­
wards laid in the tomb. 

*Q. What is death? 
A. Death is. the separation of the soul from 

the body. 
*Q. On what day did Jesus Christ suffer 

death? 
A. On Good Friday. 

*Q. How is the mystery of the death oj 
Christ upon the cross, for us, callecl ? 

A. The mystery of the Redemption. 

ARTICLE 5. 

Q. WHAT do you mean by the fifth article 
of the Creed, He descended into hell. 

A. I mean that the soul of Jesus Christ, 
after his death, descended into that place of 
rest called Lunbo, where the souls of the 
just, who had died since the creation of the 
world, were detained. 

Q. Why did Jesus Christ descend to Lim­
bo? 

A. To announce to them their delivery, 
which was the fruit of his sufferings and death. 

Q. Why do you add, The third day he rose 
again from the dead? 

A. Because Jesus Christ rose again, and 
came living out of the grave, the third day af­
ter his death. 
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Q. What is meant by the word resurrec­
tion? 

A. The reunion of the soul with the body. 
*Q. On what day did our Lord rise form the 

dead? . 
A. On Easter-Sunday. 

ARTICLE 6. 

Q. WHAT is meant by the sixth article of 
the Creed, He ascende(l into hwven, sits at 
the right huud oj God, the Father .:JI,lIi!:hi!J '! 

A. It signifies, that Jesus Christ, after his 
resurrection, ascended into heaven in body 
and soul, to reign gloriously at the right hand 
of his Father; that is to say, to hold, as man, 
the first place near him. 

*Q. On what day did Jesus Christ ascend 
into hean'n ? 

A. On Ascension day, flC fortieth after 
his resurrection. 

*Q. 'Where is Jesus Christ at present? 
A. Je5us Christ, as God, is every where; 

as man, he is in heaven, and in the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Q. What does Jesus Christ do in heaven? 
A. Jesus Christ, in heaven, as man, adores 

God the Father, and intercedes for us; as 
c 
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God, he sends us from thence his Holy Spi­
rit and his ~races. 

Q. On what day did J e~us Christ send, in 
a particular manner, the Holy Ghost to his 
church ~ 

A. On Whit-Sunday, the tenth day after 
his Ascension. 

ARTICLE 7. 

*Q. Is Jesus Christ to come again upon 
earth ~ 

A. Yes; Jesus Christ will come upon earth, 
at the end of the world, for the general judg­
ment, as we learn from the seventh article of 
the Creed, From thence he shall come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

*Q. Is the general judgment the only one 
we shall have to undergo ~ 

A. No ; it will be preceded by the particu­
lar jucl?;ment. 

*Q. When \I ill the particular judgment take 
place ~ 

A. Immediately after death. 
Q. When shall we die? 
A. When it will please God. 

*Q. What will become of OUI' body after 
death ~ 

A. It will return into dust. 
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Q. And what will become of our soul 1 
A. It ,yill immediately appear before God 

to be judged. 
Q. On what will it be judged 1· 
A. On the good or evil it shall have done 

while in this life. 
Q. What will become of the soul after the 

particular Judgment? 
A. It will go either to heaven, or to hell, 

or to purgatory, according to its merits. 

ARTICLE 8. 

Q. WHAT do you mean by the eighth 
article of the Creed, I believe in the Holy 
Ghost '! 

A. By this articl.e we are taught to believe, 
that in God, hesides the Father and the Son, 
there is a third person called the Holy 
Ghost. 
*Q. Is the Holy Ghost God, as well as the 

Father and the Son 1 
A. Yes; he is equal to them in all things. 

ARTICLE 9. 

Q. SAY the ninth article of the Creed. 
A. The holy catholic church, the communion 

oj saints. 
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§ I. 

*Q. What is the catholic church? 
A. The catholic church is the society of 

the faithful, united together by the profession 
of the sanle faith, the participation orthe same 
sacraments, and the submission to the same 
lawful pastors. 

Q. Where is that society to be found which 
you call the church? 
. A. Wherever there are catholics. 

*Q. Who established the church? 
A. Jesus Christ, who is the invisible head 

thereof. 
Q. Who enlightens and governs it ? 
A. The Holy Ghost. 

*Q. Who are its lawful pastors? 
A. The pope, the bishops, and the priests, 

who h'lve received theil' ordination and mis­
sion from them. 

Q. What do you mean by our holy father 
the pope? 

A. By the pope, I mean the bishop of 
Rome, the first of bishops, the Sllccessor of 
Saint Peter, the centre of catholic unity, and 
the visible head 01 t\e church. 
~'Q. Are there many catholic churches? 

A. No ; there is but one catholic church, 
which is the roman church, out of which 
there is no salvation. 
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Q. What is to be thought of those societies 
calling t!lemselves chllrches, that do not pro­
fess the same faith with us, nor submit to the 
same pastors? 

A. They are but human institutions, which 
only serve to mislead men, and can never 
conduct them to God. 

§ 2. 

Q. What do you mean by the communion 
of saints. 

A. I mean the communication that exists 
among all the members of the catholic 
church. 

Q. In what does that communication or 
communion consist. 

A. The communion of saints consists in 
this, that all the spiritual advantages of the 
church are common to all the faithful. 

Q. Do we communicate with the saints in 
heaven ~ 

A; Yes; we beseech then to intercede 
for us with God. 

Q. Are we in communion with the souls in 
purgatory? 

A. Yes; we offer up our prayers, our good 
works, and the holy sacrifice of the mass to 
God for their delivery. 
*'Q. What is purgatory? 

A. Purgatory is a place of punishment, 
C 2 
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where some souls suffer for a time, before 
they can enter paradise. 

ARTICLE 10. 

Q. WHAT do you mean by the tenth 
article of the Creed, The Jorgirellfss if sins? 

A. I mean that Jesus Christ has given to 
his church th'~ power of remitting sins. 

§ I. 

"Q. What is sin '1 
A. A disobedience to God. 

"Q. Are there several kinds of sins? 
A. Yes; original and actual sin. 

"Q. What is original sin 1 
A. Original sin is that which we bring 

with us into the world. and of which we 
became guilty by the disobedience of our first 
parents. 

"Q. How is original sin remitted 1 
A. By the sacrament of Baptism. 
Q. Does Baptism remit original sin only l' 
A. It also remits all the actual sins com-

mitted before its reception. 
"Q. \\ hat is actual sin? 

A. That which we commit by our own free 
will. 

Q. How are actual sins, committed after 
Baptism, forgiven? 
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A. By the sacrament of Penance. 
"'Q. Are all actual sins the same 1 

31 

A. No ; some kill the soul by depriving it 
of sancti(ving grace, and are called mortal 
sins; others merely weaken, but do not de­
stroy sanctiii-ing grace, and are called venial 
sins. 

Q. How many mortal sins are necessary to 
deserve hell 1 

A. One only. 

§ 2. 

Q. How many capital sins are there? 
A. There are seven, Pride, .l!Darice, Lux­

ury; Elley, Gluttony, .!lnger, and Slot'!. 
Q. 'Vhy are they called capital? 

A.Because they are the source ofalt othersins. 
Q. What is Pride? 
A. Pride is an inordinate esteem of our­

selves, which leads us to despise others. 
Q. Wha t is .!lvarice ? 
A . .!It'arice is an inordinate love of earthly 

things. 
Q. What is Luxury? 
A. Luxury is an inordinate love of carnal 

pleasures. 
Q. What is Envy? 
A. Envy is a sadness at another's good. 
Q. W hat is Gluttony? . 
A. Gluttony is an inordinate love of eatmg 

or drinking. 
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Q. How is the sin of Gluttony most fre-
quently committed 1 .., 

A. By immoderate use of mtoxlCatmg . 
quors ; this is what is called Drunkenness. /1-

Q. What means should be taken to avoid 
the sin of Drunkenness '! 

A. Two principal ones: Ist.-Never to go 
into a tavern without necessity; 2nd.-To 
take no intoxicating liquors between meals. 

Q. What is Angel' '! ' 
A. Anger is a violent motion of the soul, 

urging us to seek revenge. 
Q. What is Sloth '! 
A. Sloth is a voluntary dislike of labour, 

and a wilful neglect of the duties of our call­
ing. 

ARTICLE 11. 

Q. WHAT is signified by the eleventh arti­
de of the Creed, The resurrection of the body'! 

A. It signifies that, at the end of the world, 
all the dead will rise to appear at the general 
judgment. 

Q. Why will the dead arise again 1 
A. To receive in their bodies the reward or their good works or the punishment of their 

sms. 
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ARTICLE 12. 

Q. "lV HAT is life everl~stillg, expressed il'l 
the last article ot the Creed? 

A. It is a life which will nev~r end. 
Q. Will this life be happy or unhappy? 
A. It will be infinitely hapJIY in heaven, or 

infinitely unhappy it. hell. 
*Q. What is Heaven? 

A. Heaven is a place of bliss, where, see­
ing and loving God, we shall enj()y eternal 
happiness. 

*Q. "\Vho'are those who go to Heaven? 
A. Those \\"ho hale not offended God, or 

who, after having offended him, !J,:n; done 
penance. 

"Q. What is hell '1 
A. Hell is a place of torments, where the 

wickee! shall be eternally punished ,,·jth devils. 
*Q. Who are the wicked, who go to hell ? 

A. Those who die in mortal sin. 

CHAPTER THE THIRD. 

The Commandments . 

• Q. WHAT must we do to obtain Heaven 1 
A. '" e must keep. the Commandments of 

God and of the church. 
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ARTICLE I. 

OJ the Commandments oj God. 

*Q. How many are the Commandments 
of God? 

A. Ten. 
*Q. Say the ten Commandments.-See page 

11. 
*Q. Give me an abridgment of the len 

Commandments. 
A. An abridgment of the ten Command­

ments is contained in these few words: Thou 
shalt love lhe Lord lhy God with thy whole 
heart, and thy lleighbour as thyself, for the 
love of God. 

§ 4. 

Q. Say the first Commandment. 
A. I am the Lord thy God, thou shalt not 

have strange Gods before me. 
Q. What are we commanded by the first 

precept of the Decalogue? 
A. We are commanded: 1st-To believe 

in God; 2nd-To hope in him; 3rd-To 
love him with all our heart; 4th-To adore 
him alone. 

Q. By what virtue do we believe in God? 
A. By the virtue of Faith. 

*Q. By what virtue do we hope in God? 
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*' A. By ~he !irtue of Hope. 
Q. WhIch IS the virtue that makes us love 

God with all our heart? 
A. The virtue of Charity. 

"'Q. How are those three yirtues called? 
A. They are called Theological virtues, 

"'Q. l\lake an act of Faith. 
A. Act of Faith-O my God, I believe, 

&c-see page 9. 
*'Q. lVlake an act of Hope. 
A. Act of Hope :-0 my God, relying 

upon, &c~see puge 9. 
*'Q. Make an act of Charity. 
A. Act of Charity :-0 my God, who art, 

&c-see page 10. , 
*Q. Make also an act of Adoration. 

A. Act of Adoration :-0 my God, I adore 
thee, &c--see page 9. 
*'Q. Is it lawful to adore anything besides 

God? 
A. No ; to God alone the supreme ho­

mage of our hearts and minds is due. 
Q. Do we not adore the saints? 
A. No; we only revere and invoke them, 

as the friends of God. 
Q. Is not the invocation of the saints inju­

rious to the mediation of Jesus Christ? 
A. No, by no means; because it is always 

through J. C. that the prayers of the saints 
and ours are presented to God. 
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*Q. What precaution should we take to avoid 
making vows rashly? 

A. Never to make any without consulting 
our confessor. 

§ 3. 

Q. Say the third Commandment. 
A. Remember to keep holy the Sabbath-day. 
Q. To what are we obliged by the third 

Commandment? 
A. To sanctify the Sundays by prayer, 

good works, and holy repose. 

§ 4. 

Q. Say the fourth Commandment, 
A. HOllour thy father alld thy mother. 
Q. What are we obliged to by the fourth 

Commandment? 
A. Weare commanded thereby, to honour 

our superiors, particularly our father and our 
mother. 

Q. In what does the honour we owe to our 
father and mother consist? 

A. It consists in loving, respecting, obey­
ing and assisting them in their necessities. 

Q. Is there any blessing attached to the 
accomplishment of this precept? 

A. Yes, God has attached a particular 
blessing to the children who honour their father 
and mother. 
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Q. Are we oblige<l to honour the king, and 
to accomplish in tl'mpo~al matters his orders 
or those of his representatives? 

A. Yes; and this obligation is a part of 
christian morality. 

Q. Wh.l do we owe to our ecclesiastical 
superiors? 

A. We owe them respect, love and obe­
dience in what concerns relIgion an<l salva· 
tion. 

§ 5. 

Q. Say the fifth Commandment? 
A. ThOll shalt 110t kill. 
Q. Wlnt is forbidden by the fifth Com­

mandment? 
A. Weare forbidden to kill, beat, ill treat, 

or scawblise our neighbour, or, even, to 
have the intention of so doing. 

Q. What is meant by giving scandal to our 
neighbour? 

A. The drawing of him into evil, or the 
hindering of him from doing good. 

§ 5. 

Q. Say the sixth Commandment? 
A. Thou shalt /lot commit adultery. 
Q. What are we forbidden by the sixth 

Commandment? 
A. All kint!s of lewdness and immodesty 

with oneself or others: 
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§ 7. 

Q. Say the seventh Commandment. 
A. Thou shalt not Yleal. 
Q. What is forbidden by the seventh Com­

mandment? 
A. To take away, or retain unjustly the 

goods of our m:ighbour; or to do him any 
injustice. 

Q. What is he obliged to who has caused 
any damage to his neighbour ? 

A. He is obliged to make restitution. 

§ 8. 

Q. Say the eight Commandment. 
A. Thou shalt not bear false witness against 

thy neighbollr. 
Q. What is forbidden by the eight Com­

mandment? 
A. It is forbidden to lie, to bear false wit­

ness against our neighbour, to judge rashly,. 
to insult or defame him by slander or ca­
lumny. 

§ 9. 

Q. Say the ninth Commandment. 
A. Thull shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife • 

. Q. What is forbidden by the ninth Com-
mandment? . 

A. To consent to any unchaste thoughts or 
lustful desires of the flesh. 
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§ 10. 

Q. Say the tenth Commandment. 
A. Tholl shalt not covet thy neighbour's 

goods. 
Q. What is forbidden by the tenth Com 

mandment? 
A. All desires of our neighbour's goods. 
Q. Who are they that are most exposed to 

transgress the tenth Commandment? 
A. They who are jealous of the credit and 

prosperity of others. 

ARTICLE 7. 

Of the Commandments of the church. 

Q. ARE all christians obliged to observe 
the Commandments of the church? 

A. Yes: be<;ause Christ declares that he 
that will not hear the church, is to be consi­
dered as a heathen and as a publican. 

Q. Who made the Commandments of the 
church? 

A. The body of the chief pastors. 
*Q. How many principal Commandments of 

the church are there? 
A. They are seven, see page 12. 

§ 1. 
Q. Say the first Commandment of the 

church. 
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A. To keep holy all fe ltivllis of obligation. 
Q. What is enjoined us by the first Com­

mandment of the church ~ 
A. Weare bound to sanctify the feasts of 

obligation, in the same manner, as we are 
to sancti(y the sundays. 

§ 2. 

Q. Say the second Commandment of the 
church. 

A. To hear. mass, on sundays and holy­
days. 

Q. What is commanded by the second 
Commandment of church? 

A. To ass~ist, on sundays and holy-days of 
obligation, at mass, and particularly at the 
parochial mass. 

§ 3. 

Q. Say the third Commandment of the 
church. 

A. To confess Ollr sills at least once a year. 
Q. What is commanded by the third pre­

cept of the church ~ 
A. By this precept all the faithflll, when 

arrived at the age of discretion, a e bound to 
confess theil' sins, at least once a year. 

§ 4. 

Q. Say the fourth Commandment of the 
church. 
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A. 'fVorthily to receive the holy Eucharist 
about Easler. 

Q. What is commanded by the fourth pre­
cept of the church? 

A. I st. To receive the blessed Eucharist 
at least once a year, with su;table dispositions. 
-2d. To receive it between Palm-Sunday 
and Low-Sunday, and in one's own parish 
church. 

§ 5. 

Q. Say the fifth Commandment of the 
church. 

A. Tv jast lent, ember-days lIud vigils com­
manded. 

Q. \Vhat are we commanded by the fifth 
Commandment of the church. 

A. To fast three days in each ember week, 
on the eve of certain festirals, and every day 
during lent, except sundays. 

§ o. 
Q. Say the sixth Commandment of the 

church. 
A. To abstain from flesh mellt, on fridays 

and saturdalJs. ' 
Q, What'is commanded by the sixth Com­

mandment of the church? 
A. To abstain from flesh meat, on all the 

fridays and saturdays throughout the year, on 
tl1e sundays in lent, on Saint Mark's day, and 
on the three Rogation days. 
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Q. Is it obligatory to abstain from flesh 
meat on saturdays as on fridays? 

A. Yes ; except the saturdays between 
Christmas and Candlemas, when the use of 
flesh meat is permitted. 

Q. Has not the solemnity of Christmas some 
privilege in this respect? 

A. Yes; it is always lawful to use flesh 
meat on Christmas day, even when this fes­
tival falls upon friday or saturday. 

Q. Is abstinence from flesh meat com­
manded on fast days? 

A. Yes; always. 
Q. What are we to think of those who 

seldom or never fast; who use flesh meat 
in lent, and on saturdays throughout the year? 

A. Weare to presume that they act from 
reasons of health or poverty; and that they 
have consulted their pastors on this head; 
otherwise they would be very guilty. 

§ 7. 

Q. Say the seventh Commandment of the 
church. 

A. To pay tythes to our pastors. 
Q. What is the meaning of the seventh 

Commandment of the church 7 
A. That the faithful are obliged to pay 

tythes, offerings and other authorised dues to 
defray the expenses of divine worship, and to 
maintain their pastors. 
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-Q. Do the Commandments of the church 
oblige under pain of mortal sin? 

A. Yes; and this ought to strike terror into 
the hearts of all those christians, who ooserve 
them ill. 

CHAPTER THE FOURTH. 

On prayer. 

Q. Do we stand in, need of any assistance 
to observe the Commandments? 

A. Yes; we stand in need of the grace of 
God. 

Q. How may we obtain the grace cf God? 
A. By prayer. . 

*Q. \\ hat is prayer 1 
A. Prayer is all elel'ation of our heart and 

mind to God, to render to him our homage 
and to beg him that of which we stand in n.eed, 

*Q. Do we leally pray wilt'n w(' recIte a 
form of prayer without attention and de I'ution ? 

A. No ; because then neither the heart nor 
the mind is elevated tu God, nor do we ask 
any thing of him. 

ARTICLE I. 

*'Q. WHICH is the most excellent of all 
prayers. 
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A. The Paler nusta, or the Lord's prayer, 
taught llS by Christ himself. 

Q. Say tbe Lord's prayer. . 
In en"lish. In 101m. 

Ol1l~ Fath~r, &C.- \ Paler nusler. ~c.-
page ;). ]loge 5. 

(-l. To whom do we speak when we say 
Ourja/her? 

A. T" God. 
Q. Why do WI: call God, Our jather 7 
A. Because he is the Creator of all things, 

the Father of all men, and particularly of 
good christians. 

Q. Wby do we add, leho art in heaven, 
whereas God is every where? 

A. Because we consider heaven to be, in 
a particular manner, the throne of his glory. 

§ 1. 

Q. What do we ask of God, when we say: 
Ha/lowpd be thy III/me? 

A. By this we beg that God may be known, 
served and adol'ed by all men, and that his 
name may be always pronounced with the 
greatest respect. 

§ 2. 

Q. What do we ask of God in this petition, 
Thy kingdom come 7 

A. In this petition we beg that God may 
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reign in our hearts in this life by his grace, 
and we with him for ever in heaven. 

§ 3. 

Q. What do we ask by these words, Thy 
will be done on earth us it is in hW'Cen ? 

A. By this \\'C beg that God would grant 
\is grace to obey him here on earth, as the 
saints and angels do in heaven. 

§ 4. 

Q. What do we ask, when we say, Give 
us this day our daily bread. 

A. By this petition we beg of God to sup­
ply our wants of -each Jay, both for soul and 
body. 

§ 5. 

Q. What do we ask by these words, And 
forgive us our Irespassl's. 

A. We beg uf God that he would be pleased 
to grant us pardon a r our sins. 

Q. Why do you add, .ils u'e forgh'e them 
that trespass against liS. 

A. We thereby consent that God would 
refu~e to pardon US, if we do not pardon others 
the injuries they may have Jane us. 

§ 6. 

Q. What do we ask by his petition, And 
lead us not into temptation. 
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A. By this we beg of God to preserve us 
from temptations, or give us strenght to over­
come them. 

§ 7. 

Q. What do we beg, in fine, by these 
words, Bill deliver tiS FOrTI ail '! 

A. We pray that God would deliver us 
from all € vii, and particularly from that of sin 
and eternal death. 

ARTICLE 2. 

The .!lngelical SaLutation. 

Q. WHY do we so often pray to the bles­
sed Virgin? 

A. Because she is the most powerful pro­
tectre~s we have in heaven. 

Q. Should we have as much confidence in 
her as in Christ? ' 

A. J\O ; because Christ is God, while 6e 
blessed Yirgin is but a mere creature. 

Q. Does she offer our prayers to God' 
through herself? 

A. NI) ; she can only offer them through 
Christ, who only is the mediator between 
God and men. 

Q. BI' what prayers does the church ordi­
narily invoke the blessed Virgin 1 
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A. By the Angelical ~alutation, called also 
the .!lve, .Maria, or Hail, Mary. 

*Q. Say the Angelical Salutation. 
In en,lish. I In latin. 

Hail, Mary, &c- .!lve, .Maria, Sfc-
page 6. page 6. 

Q. How many parts are there in the An<T€-
lical Salutation 1 '" 

A. Three. 
§ 1. 

Q. Which is the first part of the Angelical 
Salutation 1 

A. The words by which the Angel Gabriel 
announced to the l3le~st'J Yirgin Mary the 
mystery of the Incarnation :-Hail, full 'It 
grace, the Lord is with thee. 

§ 2. 

Q. Which is the second part of the Ange­
lical Salutation 7 

A. The words spoken by St. Elizabeth, 
when visited by the Blessed Virgin :-Blessed 
art tholl among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of thy womb, Jeslls. 

§ 3. 

Q. Which is the third part of the Angelical 
Salutation 1 

A. The words added by the piety of the 
faithful and approved by the church :-Holy 

E 
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.Mary, Mother -of God, pray jor us sinners, 
noUJ and at the hour of Ollf death. 

Q. Why do you call the Virgin Mary, 
Mother of God '! 

A. Because she conceived and brought 
forth Christ, the ~',n of Gud, and second 
person of the Holy Trinity. 

ARTICLE 3. 

The T:Jsary. 

Q. 'V HAT is the Rosal'Y '1 
A. The Rosary or Psalter of the Blessed 

Virgin is a prayer chiefly composed of vne 
hunch-ed and fifty Hail .Marys. 

Q. How is the Rosary divided 1 
A. Into fifteen parts. 
Q. What does each part ('ontain '1 
A. One Pater .Noster or Our Father, with 

ten .flve .Marias or Hail .M,,'I'Ys; to which is 
added the Gloria Patri, or Glory be to the 
Father, 8)c. 

Q. What is the Chaplet or Beads of the 
Blessed Virgin? 

A. It is the third part of the Rosary, or 
fifty Hail Marys. 

Q. How do you commence the Chaplet '! 
A. By the Sign of the Cross, the Creed; 
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or I belielle ill God, three Hail .lVlarys, anJ 
the Gloria Patri. 

Q. Why these ihl'ee Hail .Marys ? 
A. To honour the relation of the Holy 

Virgin with the three persons of the Blessed 
Trinity. 

Q. Is there any virtue in the number of Our 
Fathers, H'1il .11arY8, or Gloria Patl'is which 
constitute the Beads? 

A. 1\0; the Beads derives all its virtue from 
the excelknt prayers which it contains, and 
from the spirit of' fervour with which it is re­
cited. 

Q. Is it not useless so often to recite the 
same prayers? 

A. No ; provided the heart join with the 
lips. 

Q. What particular advantage is found in 
the Beads? 

A. It is of great service to those who can­
not read. 

Q. How is the Beads concluded? 
A. By the prayer Sub tllum pOlEsiliium, or 

lYe fly to thy patronage, .ye.-page 13. 

CHAPTER THE FIFTH. 

ARTICLE 1. 

Q. WHAT should a christian do every 
day of his life 1 
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A. If he wishes to lead a holv life, he must 
every day: • 

)0. On awaking in the morning, make upon 
himself the sign of the cross and say, 0 my 
God, I offer thee my heart. 

2°' Havin o' doathed himself modestly, he 
should knecl down and say his morning 
prayers. 

3°' Hear mass, if he can conveniently. 
4°' Apply himself to the atfait·s of his call­

ing. 
5°' Take his meals with sobriety and tem­

perance, saying Grace, poge 14, before and 
after meat. 

6°' Help the poor according to his means. 
7°' Examine his consrience and say even­

ing prayers at a proper hour, and, as much as 
possible, with the whole family. 

Q. How ought he to sanctify his actions 1 
A. By offering them up to God. 
Q. What is h(:' to do in the troubles and 

contradictions of life 1 
A. IIG should suffer them with patience in 

atonement for his sins, and unite them with 
the sufferings of Christ. 

Q. What should he do in the time of temp­
tation ? 

A. Recommend himself to God, and avoid 
slIch discourses and objects as may entice 
him to evil. 



THE CATECHISM. 

Q. If he fears that he has fallen into mortal 
sins, what should he do 1 

A. Humble himself imm('diately, beg par­
don of God, and go to confession, as soon as 
possible. 

Q. What conduct should he pursue with 
respect to amusements? 

A. Not to indulge more in them than they 
are necessary and innocent. 

ARTICLE 2. 

Q. WHAT ought a christian to do on sun­
days and holy-days? 

A. He ought to abstain from all servile 
works, from amusements, from journeys on 
account of his temporal affairs; and to assist 
at the parish mass, at vespers, and at the 
christian instructions given on those days. 

Q. What is it expedient for him to do ever.v 
month? 

A. To confess his sins, and recei ve the holy 
communion according to the advice of his 
confessor. 

Q. What should he do on every year 1 
A. To review his conscience, in order to 

prepare for the paschal or easter commu­
nion. 

Q. How should we conduct ourselves du-
ring the time of sickness ? 

E2 
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A. We should receive our sickness with 
resignation to the will of God; and if it be 
dangerous, prepare ourselves religiously for 
death. 

Q. What should we do when one of our 
friends or relations is dangerously ill 1 

A. We should exhort him to :,ettle his tern· 
poral affairs, sent for a priest, and receive 
the last sacraments. 

CHAPTER THE SIXTH. 

OJ the sacraments. 

'~Q. WHAT is a sacrament 1 
A. A sacrament is a sensible or outward 

sign instituted by Our Lord Jesus-Christ, in 
order to sanctify us. 

Q. Why do you say that a sacrament is a 
sensible sign '? 

A. It is a sign, because it SIgnifies the grace 
it produces in us ; and it is sensible or out. 
ward, because it is perceptible to our senses. 
*Q. How many sacraments has Jesus"Christ 

instituted? 
A. Seven: Baptism, Confirmation, Eucha­

rist, Penance, Extreme- Unction, Holy Orde7l$ 
and Matrimony. 

Q. Can we receive the same sacrait1entll 
more than once 7 
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A. Yes, all, except Baptism, Conflrmation 
:and Holy Orders. 

*Q. "Which are'the sacraments that must 
be received in the state of grace? 

A. All, except Baptism and Penance. 
"Q. What would be the consequence if we 

received the other sacraments in the state of 
mortal sin? 

A. We could commit as many sacrileges. 
Q. What is a sacrilege? 
A. The profanation of a holy thing; and 

the more holy the thing is, the greater is the 
sacrilege. " 

ARTICLE h 

OJ Baptism. 

~Q. W HH is Baptism? """ 
A. Baptism is a sacrament which takes 

:away original sin and makes us christians and 
children of Goa and of hjs church. 

Q. Can all persons baptize? 
A. Yes; in the case of absolute necessity. 

'*Q. How is Baptism given? 
A. By pouring water on the head of the 

person to be baptised, saying at the same 
time, I baptize thee in the name oj the Father, 
-and qf the Son, and of tke Holy Ghost. 
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ARTICLE n. 
Of Confirlllati01/" 

WQ. WHAT is Confirmation 1 
A. Cunfirmation is a sacrament which im· 

parts the Holy Ghost, with the abundance of 
his graces. 

*Q. Who is the Holy Ghost 1 
A. The third person of the Holy Trini­

ty. (a) 
*Q. Why is the Holy Ghost imparted to us 

in the sacrament of Confirmation? 
A. To make us perfect christians. 

*Q. How does Confirmation make us perfect 
christians ? 

A. By giving us strenght to confess Christ. 
"'Q. In what does the confessing of Christ 

consist? 
A. In openly declaring for him, and for the 

maxims of his holy law. 
*Q. Does Christ require of tiS to declare for 

him in this manner? 
A. Yes; for he says in the Gospel, that at 

the day of Judgment, he will acknowledge 
before his heavenly Father all thQse who shall 
have acknowledged him before men; but that 

(4) The rp!ilt or thi, articlp. ill onty proper for per.ons about to 
P6celVe tbe 8acrament of Confirmation. 
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he will deny those who shall have denied him 
and his doctrine. 

Q. By whom is the sacrament of Confir­
mation administered 1 

A. By the Bishop. 
Q. W hat ceremonies are used in the admi­

nistration of this sacrament? 
A. The Bishop pr,ays for those he confirms, 

lays his hands on them, anuints their fore­
heads with holy chrism, in the form of a 
cross. 

Q. What does the laying on of the Bi5hop's 
hands signi(y 1 

A. It signifies that the Holy Ghost comes 
to reside in the souls of those who receive 
this sacrament with suitable dispositions. 

Q. What is holy chrism? 
A. Holy chrism is a composition of oil and 

balm, consecrated by the Bishop on Maunday 
or Holy Thursday. 

Q. Are there no other ceremonies used in 
the administration of this sacrament? 

A. Yes; the Bishup gives the person he 
confirms a slight stroke on the cheek, saying; 
Peuce be lei!1! thee. 

Q. Why does he do so ? 
A. To put us in mind that, after the exam­

ple of Chri~t, we shuulll patiently endure all 
sorts of injuries. 

*Q. What are the necessary qualifications 
for the reception of this sacrament 1 
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A. We should have: I st. A sufficient know­
ledge of the mysteries of religion; 2nd. Be 
in the ~t,\te of sanctifying grace; and 3rd. 
Have a great desire to receive the Holy Ghost. 

Q. Would it be a sin not to receive the 
sacrament of Confirmation? 

A. Yes; if it were through neglect, con· 
tempt, or any attachment to sin. 
~'Q. Is there any particular motive that 

should induce us to receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation worthily? 

A. Yes; and this motive is, because we 
can l'eceil'e it but once. 

ARTICLE 3. 

lOj the Eucharist. (a) 

(a) The Enchar:st is rla~ed here!', to ohserve .. he order of the 
sacraments; but full liberty is left tl) those Catt'chists who would 
.-ather have it placed after the S<lcramt'nt of Penance. 

§ I. 

OJ the Eucharist in general. 

*Q. WHAT is the Eucharist? 
A. The Eucharist is a sacrament that con­

tains really and truly the Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
under the forms of bread and wine. 

*Q. How does the sacrament of the Eucha­
rist become the body and blood of Christ 7 
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A. By the words of consecration which 
the pl'iest pronounces. ' 
*Q. What is the effect of those words ~ 

A. By the words of consecration, the bread 
is changed into the true body, and the wine 
into the true blood of Christ. 

A. How is the change called 1 
A. It is called Transsubs/al1tiatioll, that is, 

the change of one substance into another. 
*Q. Does anything of the bread and wine 

remain after the consecration? 
A. No ; there remains nothing but the 

forms and appearances. 
Q. What do you mean by forms or appeal­

ances ~ 
A. I mean thereby what falls under our 

senses, as the figure, colour, taste, &c. 
*Q. Is there anythir,g but the body of Jesus 

Christ under the form of bread 1 
A. There is also his blood, together with 

his soul and divinity; in a word, the whole 
person of Jesus Christ. 

*Q. A nd under the form of wine 1 
A. The whole person of Jesus Christ is 

there likewise. 
*Q. When the Host is divided, under what 

part is Christ 1 
A. He is whole and entire under each part. 

_ Q. When a part only of the Host, or one 
form is received; is Chrbt received wholly 1 
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A. Yes; because Christ is whole under 
each form, and under each part of the forms. 
*Q. Should we adore the body and blood of 

Christ in the Eucharist? 
A. Yes; by all means, because the body 

and blood of Jesus Christ are inseparably 
united to his divinity. 

§ 3. 

OJ the Mass. 

*Q. WHERE is the sacrament of the Eu­
charist operated? 

A. A t the holy mass. 
*Q. What is the mass? 

A. The mass is the oblation of the body and 
blood of Christ, made to God by the Priest. 

Q. What should principally occupy us dur­
ing the mass. 

A. We should offer Christ to the Holy 
Trinity with the same intentions as he offers 
himsell. 

Q. Which are those intentions? 
A. They are: 1st. To adore God; 2nd. 

To appease his wrath; 3rd. To implore his 
graces; 4th. To thank him for all his benefits 
and blessings. 

Q. How may we assist profitably at mass, 
by the help 01 these four points? 

A. 1 s1. From the beginning of the mass to 
the gospel, by adoring God, and acknowledg-
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ing our nothingness before him; 2°· From 
the gospel to the elevation, by appeasing his 
wrath by humbling ourselves on account of 
our sins; 3°· From the elevation to the com­
munion, by praying for the help of divine 
grace; 4°' From the communion to the end 
of the mass, by returning thanks for all the 
blessings we have received. This method of 
hearing mass is particularly recommended to 
such as cannot read. 

§ 3. 

OJ Communion. 

*Q. What is meant by Communion ~ 
A. The receiving of the sacrament of the 

Eucharist. 
Q. When are we. obliged to receive the 

Communion? 
A. On three principal occasions: 1°. 

When we have attained the age of discretion, 
and are sufficiently prepared, in the opinion 
of our pastors; 2°· Every year at Easter, 
according to the fourth commandment of the 
church; 3°· When we are in danger of 
death. 
*Q. What dispositions of the soul should 

accompany us to the holy communion? 
A. The first disposition is to be in the state 

of grace; the second is to have a peat desire 
of receiving Our Lord Jesus ChriSt. 

F 
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*Q. What is understood by being In the 
state of ~race 1 

A. Not to have our con:<ciellce burlhened 
with any morlal sin. 

*Q. 11 we receivpd (he blessed Eucharist in 
the state of mortal sin, "ould we really receive 
Jesus-Christ? 

A. Yes; but we would profane his body 
and blood. 

Q. What dispositions of the body should 
we bring to (he holy COfllll ullioll ? 

A. 10
• We should he decently and mo­

deslly dressed; 2"· We should ne;t'ler have 
eat n or drunk from midnight, unless we are 
to rt-'ceive the blessed :sacrament by way of 
Viaticum. 

Q. May we receive the blessed Eucharist 
at any other time thall at ilia,s? 

A .• \ e should not without some reason. 
Q. How should we necu:))' ourselves Juring 

the ma-s, at which we are to rective ? 
A. We "hould occupy ourselves with the 

piolls st'ntiments expn·s,ed in the following 
prayPr, which may he repeated several times· 
by those who cannot read. 

* Prayer brjiJre Communion. 

" DIVINE JESUS! althcugh thou art not 
" visible to the eyes of my ·body, I believe 
"that it is thyself, thou art about to 
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"give me. Alas! I 1m very unworthy of so 
"great a falour, aftel having dishonoured 
" thee tiO often; but Ihy infi"ite goodness over~ 
" comes my rebellious heart, makes me weep 
" over my :;ins, and fills me with love for thee, 
" and with the most 'lI'd.'lIt tlt'sire of receiving 
"thee. Come then, Saviour of the world, 
" pUl i(y me from all its stains, and establish 
" thy throne therein I{II" ever." 

Q. What i:; to b~ done arkr communion ~ 
A. A quarter of an hOllr, at least, should 

be spent in ret\lrnin,~ th.mb to God, for hav­
ing givt'n himself to 'us. 

Q. lIow shoulJ we conclude this thanks­
giving? 

A. By an entire oblation of ourselves to 
our Lord. They II ho cannot read, may make 
rue of the following prayer. 

* Prayer af:er Communion. 

" It is tru", 0 R ~deemer of mankind, that 
" thou d\\ellest within me, amI that I am in 
" possession of thy boJy and blood, soul and 
"divinity. Accept, () Lonl, my most pro­
" found adoration, which I unite with those 
.' that the A ngels and ~ aints render thee in 
" Heaven. 0 ! what love, what gratitude can 
" ever equal the favour 1\ hich thou hast be­
II stowed on me! Accept, divine Jesus, the 
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" offering of all I have, and of all I am : dis­
" pose thereof according to thy good pleasure, 
" and grant me grace never to offend thee 
" more." 

Q. What are we to think of those who go 
out of the church immediately after having 
received the holy communion, without having 
performed this duty? 

A. Weare to suppose that they are sick 
or called away by some urgent dUly of reli­
gion or charity; otherwise they would be 
guilty of a great irreverence. 

Q. How should we pass the· day on which 
we have had the happiness of receiving? 

A. We should pass it in retirem ent ; fre­
quently raise up our hearts to God; pay, if 
possible, a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, in 
the afternoon, and remember with gratitude 
and love, the favour received on that day. 

ARTICLE 5. 

OJ Penance. 

*Q. WHAT is Penance? 
A. Penance is a sacrament which remits 

the sins committed after Baptism. 
*Q. Where is the sacrament of Penance 

received? 
A. It is received in the place where we 
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con~ess, that is to say, commonly at the Con­
fesslOnnal. -

Q. What are we to do, in order worthily 
to receive the sacrament of Penance? 

A. "T e should c )nfess all our sins with sor­
row, to an. approved priest; and beg pardon 
of God, WIth the resolution of satisfying. 

§ 1. 

Of .!lbsol!ttion. 

-~Q. Do we receive the sacrament of Penance 
as often as we go to confession? 

A. No ; we dnly receive it when the priest 
gives us absolution. 

*Q. What is absolution? 
A. The pardon of sins, granted by the 

priest in the name of Christ. 
Q. Does not the priest grant us pardon of 

our sins, every time we go to confession. 
A. No ; sometimes he thinks it necessary 

to defer absolution, in order to be the better 
assured of the dispositions of the penitent. 

Q. What should a penitent do, when the 
confessor witholds absolution? 

A. He should submit to that delay with hu­
mility, remove the cause thereof, and prepare 
himself better for another time. 

F2 
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mortal sin, or some notable circumstance were 
forgotten? 

A. Yes; we would become guilty. 

§ 3. 

Of uamillution of conscience. 

Q. How should we prepare to examine our 
conscience '1 

A. By the sentiments expressed in the fol~ 
lowing prayer, composed for those persons 
who cannot reac!. 

Prayer before the examination 
of conscience. 

" Behold me, 0 Lord, at thy feet, in order 
., to declare unto thee, in the person of thy 
., minister, all the sins of which I am guilty; 
" Grant me grace to know them, and to con­
" fess them all with sincerit\" and to detest 
., them with all my heart. Al:nen." 
*Q. How are we to examine our conscience? 

A. By bringing to mind our thoughts, 
words, actions and omissions. 

*Q. How may we know whether we have 
offended God, by our thoughts, words, actions 
or omissions? 

A. By comparing them with the command­
ments of God and of the church. 

Q. Give me an instance of this. 
A. By despising my parents, 1 sin in thought, 
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against the fourth commandment of God; by 
holding indecent conversation, I sin in words 
against the sixth commandment: by takin" 

• <:> 
what belongs to another person, I Sill by ac-
tion against the seventh commandment; by 
not hearing mass on a holy-day of obligation, 
I sin by omission against the second com­
mandment of the church. 

Q. Should we examine our concience on 
any other points? 

A. Yes; it is proper to examine our con­
science on the capital sins, on our habits and 
passions, on the duty of our calling, and on 
the places and persons we have frequented. 

Q. 'tV hat length of time should we employ 
in the examination of our conscience, before 
confession? 

A. As much as we would reasonably em­
ploy in preparing for an i~portant affai.r. . 

Q. How should we fimsh the e.;o:amlllatlOn 
of conscience? 

A. By an act cf contrition. 
Q. Make an act of contrition. 
A. 0 my God! I am heartily sorry, &c.­

see page 10. 

§ 1. 

OJ contrition. 

*Q. In order to obtain pardon in the sacra-
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ment of Pemnce is it sufficient to declare our 
sins to the priest? 

A. No ; we must moreover indi:;pensably 
have contrition. 

*Q. What is contrition 1 
A. A sorrow and I'egl'et for having offen­

ded Gud, with a firm resulution never more 
to o/fend him. 

Q. Is it enou,~h to repeat one or more acts 
of Conlt'ltion, in odeI' to believe that we have 
this sorrow 1 

A. No ; Contrition must proceed from the 
heart; for it must be illfaioJ'. 

Q Can we of ourseives produce that sor­
row in our heart 1 

A. ,No; it is a gift of God, which we must 
humbly beg of him, and which can come 
from no other source. 

Q. Would that Contrition be !'utficient 
which proceeds from a sorrow for having of­
fended God, un account of the dishonour, or 
temp0l'ill loss whic') enslIes ? 

A. No; it would be m ~rely a wordly sor­
row; whereas the C lnt"ition which procures 
the pardon of sin oU~'lt to be S'l/icl'lwlItJ'al. 

Q. On what motives olght our contrition to 
be grounded 1 

A. On the following: 10
, The infinite 

goodness of God whom we have uffended j 

2" • The benefits of God, and OUI' own ingrao, 
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titude '; ~n, ThE' pa~sion and death of Jesus­
Chri~t, of which our sins ate the cau~e ; 4°' 
Hell that we have merited, and Heaven that 
we have lo~t. 

Q. Should our sorrow for having off~nded 
God he very gt'eat ? 

A. Sin bt'ill!!; the greatest of all evils, our 
sorrow for ha ving committed it, should be the 
greatt'st of all sorrows, and this is the reason 
why contri, ion ought to be socereign. 

*Q. Is it enough to detest only a part of om 
mortal sins 1 

A. No ; because Contrition ought to be 
universlli. 

*Q. l\I"y we limit the resolution of not of­
fending Gud, to some days 01" months? 

A. No; we must be resolved never more 
to offend him. 

§ 5. 

Exercise of Confession. 

4Q. When the time of Confession is come 
what are we to do 1 

A. To kneel down by our confessor so. as 
not to look at him in the face, make the SIgn 
of the Cross, and say: 
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In english. In latin. 
Bless me, Father, Benedic rnihi, Pater, 

for I have sinned. quia peccavi. 
I confess to Almigh- Confiteor Deo omni-

ty God, &c. potenli, S;-c . 
.Ils far as Through As far as, Mea cul-

my fauit,-page 8. pa, -page 8. 

*Q. What are we afterwards to do ~ 
A. We must declare how long it is since 

we were at -confession last; whether we re­
ceived absolution; and whether we have per­
formed the penance imposed on us. Then 
we commence our confession, saying at each 
article, I accltse myself of, S;-c. 

*Q. The accusation of sins being ended, 
what are we to say? 
A. We would say : " I accuse myself 

" moreover of many other sins which I dQ not, 
"at this present time, remember, and of 
" those of my whole life; for which I beg 
" pardon of God, and of you, my ghostly ra­
" ther, penance and absolution." 

Q. How should we receive the admonitions 
of our confessor ~ 

A. We should receire them with much 
respect, and with a desire to reduce them to 
practise: with submission to the penance he 
imposes; and then finish the Confiteor. 
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In english. I In latin. 

Through my fault, 8;c. Mea culpa, 8;c. 

Q. If the confessor thinks proper to grant 
us absolution, what are we to do? 

A. While he is giving it, we should renew 
our act of contrition, then retire; thank God 
for the grace just received, and perform, as 
soon as possible, the penance enjoined. 

Q. In what terms should we express to 
God our thankfulness for having received ab­
solution? 

A. They who cannot read, may say the 
following prayer, as often as they chose. 

Prayer ajter Confession. 

" I am no longer thy enemy, 0 my God! 
" By the virtue of the sacrament which I 
"have just received, thou hast healed the 
" wounds of my soul; thou hast received me 
" into thy favour; thou hast r.evived the me­
" rits of my good works, whICh were ~ead 
" through sin, and thou hast changed III a 
" temporal punishment the eternal damnation, 
"which my sins deserved. ~rant me? 0 
" God, the gift of perseverance III thy servIce. 
" Ah ! rather let me die a thousand deaths 
" than offend thee again." 

G 
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§ 6. 

OJ Satisfaction. 

"Q. V:hat is Satisfaction ~ 
A. It is a reparation we owe to God and 

our neig:lbour for the injury or wrong done 
them by sin? 

Q. How can we satisfy God ~ 
A. We satisfy God, 1 0 by the pains and 

afflictions of this life, when we accept them 
with patience and resignaton; 2 0 By the 
performance of satisfactory works, as prayers, 
fasting and alms; 3 0 and principally, by 
the faithful accomplishment of the penance 
enjoined by the confessor. 

Q. Can we of ourselves satisfy the divine 
justice? 

A. No ; Christ only, our sovereign media­
tor, can render our satisfactions meritorious 
by offering them to God his Father. 

Q. How can we satisfy our neighbour ~ 
A. By repairing the wrong done him in his 

person, his goods or his honor. 
Q. What do you mean by Indulgences '! 
A. By Indulgences we mean the remission, 

granted by the church, of the temporal punish­
ment, due to sin, after the guilt is remitted. 

Q. What are we to do, in order to obtain 
an Indulgence ~ 
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. A. We must be in a state of grace, and 
faithfully accomplish the conditions on which 
it is granted by the Pope or by the Bishop. 

ARTICLE 5. 

OJ Extreme-unction. 

*Q. WHAT is Extreme-unction? 
A. Extreme-unction is a sacrament institu­

ted by J. C. for the spiritual and bodily ease 
of the sick. 

Q. At what time is this sacrament to be re­
ceived ? 

A. 'When we are in danger of death by 
sickness; but we should not wait till the last 
moment. 

ARTICLE 6. 

OJ Holy Orders. 

*Q. WHAT is understood by Holy Or­
ders' ? 

A. Holy Orders is a sacrament which gives 
power to perform the clerical functions, and 
grace to perform them worthily. 
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ARTICLE I. 

OJ Matrimony. 

*Q. WHAT is Matrimonv ? • 
A. Matrimony is a sacrament which sanc­

tifies the union of the married couple. 
Q. To what are they exposed who receive 

the sacrament of Marriage in the state of 
mortal sin? 

A. Besides the sacrilegious profanation of 
this sacrament, of which they become guilty, 
they expose themselves and their children to 
incur the malediction of God. 



FESTIVALS, FAST DAYS, &c, 

FESTIVALS OF OBLIGATION THROUGHOUT THE DIOCESE OF 

QUEBEC. 

ALL Sundays of the year. 
The Circumcision of Our Lord, Jan. 1st. 
The Epiphany of our Lord, Jan. 6. 

The Annunciation of the B. V. 1\1. MaTCh 
25.* 

The Ascension of Our Lord. 
Corpus Christi Day. 
S. S. Peter and Paul, JU1le 29. 
All Saints day, Nov. 1. 
The Conception of the B. V. 1\1. Dec. 8. 
Christmas-Day, Dec. 25. 

·When the festival of the Annunciation is transferred to another 

day than the 25th of March, it ceases to be of obli.;ation. 

FESTIVALS OF DEVOTION. 

1lioNDAY and Tuesday in Easter-week. 
Monday and Tuesday in Whit-Sunday week. 
The eighth day after CO/7J!lS Christi day. 
The festival of St. Stephen, 1st. Mart. Dec. 

26. 
The festival of St. John, Ap. Dec. 27. 

SOLEMNITIES TRANSFERRED TO SUNDAYS. 

THE first Sunday in the month of February. 
-The Purification of the B. V. M. 

G2 
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The first Sunday after the 19th of February, 
-St. Matthias. 

The first Sunday after the 13th of March,­
St. Joseph, fii"st patron of the country .. 

The first Sunday after the 29th of Apri!,-S. 
S. Philip and James. 

The first Sunday after the 20th of June,-St. 
John the Baptj~:t. 

The first Sunday ~\fter the 18th cf July,-St. 
James. 

The first Sunday after the 25th of July,-St. 
Ann. 

The first Sunday after the 6th of August,­
St. Lawrence. 

The first Sunday after the 15th of Augnst,-­
St. Bartholomew. 

The first Sunday after the 24th of August,­
St. Lewis. 

The first Sunday aftet' the 6th of September, 
-The Nativity of B. V. M. 

The first Sunday after the 16th of September, 
St. Matthew. 

The first Sunday after the 23rt! of Septem­
ber,-St. Michael. 

The first Sunday after the 24th of October, 
-St. Simon and St. Jude. 

The last Sunday in the month of November. 
-St. Andrew. 
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The SU?day before the Conception,-St. 
FrancIS Xavier, second Patron of the 
Country. 

The Sunday before Christmas-day,-St. 
Thomas. 

PARTICULAR FBSTIVALS FAI.LIXG ON THE Sl'XDAl'S. 

THE second Sunday after the Epiphany,-
The Haiy name of Jesus. . 

The second Sunday after Easter,-The Pa­
tronage of St. Joseph. 

The third Sunday after Easter,-The Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary, Joseph. 

The second Sunday in the month of July,­
The Dedication of the Cathedral Church 
and other Churches of the Diocese. 

The first Sunday after the 14th of August,­
The Assumption of the B. V. M. 

The first Sunday in the month of October,.­
The Holy Rosary. 

The nearest Sunday to the 22nd of October, 
-The festival of our Lady of Victory. 

The first Sunday after All Saints day,-The 
Patronal festivals of the Parishes. 

FAST DAYS. 
1. EVERY day in Lent, except Sundays. 
2. The Ember-days, or . 

The Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays Im-
mediately following, 



80 FESTIVALS, FAST DAYS, &C. 

The first Sunday of Lent: 
Whit-Sunday: 
The 14th of September, or the Exaltation of 

The Holy Cross, 
And the 13th of December or the third Sun­

day of Advent. 
3. The following Eves or Vigils, 

Of Christmas-day. 
Of Whit-Sunday. 
Of 8t. John the Baptist. 
Of S. S. Peter and Paul. 
Of S1. Lawrence. 
Of the Assumption of the B. V. M. 
Of St. Matthew. 
Of S. S. Simon and Jude. 
Of All Saints. 
Of S1. Andrew. 

No B.-If any of these Vigils happen on a 
Sunday, the fast day is to be kept on the pre­
ceding Saturday. 

When the solemnity of a festival is trans­
ferred to the Sunday, the fast day is kept on 
the Saturday, the eve of that solemnity. 

DAYS OF ABSTINENCE FROM FLESH MEAT, THOUGH NOT FASTS. 

1. EVERY Sunday in Lent. 
2. St. Mark's day, (25th of April), unless 

this festival falls in Easter week; for, in 
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this case, both the abstinence and proces­
sion to be observed on that day, are trans­
ferred to the Monday after Low-Sunday. 
But when the 25th of A pril falls on one of 
the Sundays after Low-Sunday, then there 
is no abstinence on St. Mark's day. 

3. Rogation-days, or the three day before 
Ascension. 

4. Every Friday throughout the year. 
5. Every Saturday, except from Christmas 

till the solemnity of the Purification. 
No B. -If Christmas fall on a Friday Of 

Saturday, flesh meat is allowed on that day. 

ADVENT. 

THE first Sunday of Advent is alway~ the 
nearest Sunday to St. Andrew's day, either 
before or after; that is, from the 27th of 
.November, to the third of December inclu­
sively. 

TIMES IN WUICH .• THE CHURCH FORBIDS THE 
MARRIAGE. 

SOLEMNIZING OF 

THE solemnizing of marriage i~ forbidde~ 
from the first Sunday of Advent, till the Ep%­
phany inclusively, and from Ash-Wednesday 
till Low-SU1lday also inc!usively. At all other 
times, it may be solemmzed. 
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THE MANNER OF LAY PERSONS BAPTISING AN INFANT IN CASE or 
DANGER OF DEATH. 

TAKE common water, pour it on the head of 
the child, and when you are pouring it, say 
the following words: I baptize thee in the 
name of the Father, and oj the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. 

NECESSARY RULES FOR A CHRISTIAN. 

You must of len examine your thoughts, 
words, and acti{jns, especiaJly after much bu­
siness, conversation, &c., that you may dis­
cern and amend your faults. . 

Hold your peace in things that do not belon~ 
to you, and where your interference will not 
redound to the honor of God and the good 01 
your neighbour. 

Often call to mind your past life, and what 
Our Saviour suffered for you every hour of 
his life. 

You must live as though you possessed; 
nothing, and yet possessed all things: and re­
member, that meat, drink, and clothings are 
a Christian's riches. 

Offer yourself up entire to God: and though 
you have nothing wherewith to requite his fa­
v~)Urs, you will be comforted, when you con­
SIder that He gives all, who gives himself. 
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The Apostles left their poor boats and nets 
and received in return a most ample reward: 
The poor widow gave only two miies, and 
her offering was preferred to those of the 
richest persons. 

He easily parts with all things, who always 
considers that he must die, and be separated 
from them. 

In public assemblies, use no extravagant or 
unusual gestures; but in all things, observe 
great modesty and discretion. 

In all things, desire and prefer that which 
conduceth most to the service and glory of 
God; such as to ~mfort the afflicted, recon­
cile those that are at variance, visit the sick 
and prisoners, and relieve the poor. 

Never go to bed with an uneasiness of 
mind, but endeavour to pacify your conscience 
by confession or an act of contrition. . 

Every month, at least, confess your SillS, 

make frequent acts of contrition, and ~aily use 
aspirations or ejaculatory prayers; III order 
to prevent the deceits of the Evil One. 



TABLE SHElVING THE BEGI~"ING OF LENT AND 

EASTER-DAY, FOR IS YEARS. 

YEARS: 

1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
I850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 

ASH 

WEDNESDAY. 

2 ~ February 
9 February 
1 March 

21 February 
5 February 

25 February 
17 February 
8 March 

21 February 
13, February 
5 March 

25 February 
9 February 

29 February 
21 February 

5 February 
25 February 
17 February 

EASTER D.\Y. 

11 April 
27 March 
16 April 
7 April 

23 March 
12 April 
4 April 

23 April 
8 April 

31 March 
20 April 
n April 
27 March 
16 April 
8 April 

23 March 
12 April 
4 April 


