
THE 

SUBSTANCE 

o F 

r~ F N ERA L BUR GOY N E' S 

~~ P' E E C H E S. 

PR1CE or-:E. SHIlLING. 



.Speedily will be Publijhed, 

A genuine Copy of the PROCEED"! 

... - INGS of the~o.uRT MARTIAL, 

held upon Colonel HENLEY of th~, 
American Troops, at CambridJ!e, in 
the Month of February, 177 ( ;J upon 
the Profecution of General PLLWOYNE, 

for Ill-treatment of the B. itijh Troops. 

Printed for y. Almon, oppofite Burling­
ton-Haufe in Piccadilly. 



TH1!I 

SUBSTANCE 
o F 

GENERAL BURGOYNE'S 

S PEE C H E S, 
o N 

M R. V Y K E R' S MOT I '0 K, 

On the 26th of May; 

AND UPON 

'.'J k. H ART LEY'S MOT ION, 

"1 the 28th of May, 1778. 

WITH AN 

A P PEN D I X, 
CONTAINING. 

General W afhington' s Letter 
TO 

General Burgoyne. 

&c. 

LON DON: 
rR!;,TEO FOR J. ALMON', OPPOSITE BURLIN'GTO~.HOU3l!, 

PICCADILLY. MDCCLXX,VIll. 





[ I ] 

s p E E c H 
OF 

GENERAL BURGOYNE~ 

MOTION by Mr. VYKER, 

Martis 26° die Maii, InS. 

" THAT this honfe will now refolve it­
" felf into a committee of the whole 
" houfe to confider of the fiate and condition 
" of the army \vhich furrendered themfelves 
" on convention at Sar:1toga, in America; 
" and alfo by what means Lieutemnt Gene­
" ral Burgoyne, who commanded tbat army, 
" and Was included in that convention, W2S . 

" releafed, and is now returlled to England :" 
Mr. Vyner, in opening the motion, flated 

fbme queftions to General Burgoyne, which 
he propofed to afk in the committee. 

The motion was feconded by Mr. Wilkes, 
who alfo itated further queftions in refpeCt to 
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the treaty with the Indians, their conduCt 
during the campaign, and the burning the 
country. 

An amendment was propofed by Mr. Fox 
to infert, after the word confider, thefe words 
" of the tranfaCtions of the northern army 
" under Lieutenant General Burgoyne, and 
" of" 

The moticlO thus amended, would have 
run as follows: " That this houfe will now 
" refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole 
" houfe to confider of the tranfaCtions of the 
" northern army und'er Lieutenant General 
" Burgoyne, and of th~ ftate and condition 
" of the faid army, &c." 

In the courfe of the debate General Bur. 
gopne fpoke nearly as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, not imagining there would 
be any motion by tlae honourable gentleman 
who fpoke firfi, but that merely a defire of 
information would be exprefied upon certain 
fubjects, I had myfelf prepared a motion for 
an addrefs to the king, to have fuch papers laid 
before the houfe, as are now in poifeffion of the 
fecretary of fiate, and contain an accoun t in 

. detail, much too long for tne to gi ve in my 
place. of every circumfiance expreffed in the 
quefiions of the honourable gentleman. Thofe 

3 papers 
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papers are of the utmoft importance to the 
ftate, to parliament, and to the public. 

The turn the bufinefs has taken precludes 
me at prefent from my intended motion; but 
I rife to give my warm eft fupport to the 
amendment propofed; and as reafons for the 
expediency of inftituting a full enquiry, to 
which the amendment points, I !hall endea­
vour, as far as 1 can do it without breach of 
order in debate, to give to *both the gentle- .Mr. Pyner 

• • '. and Mr. 
men fattsfachon upon the particular fubJeB:s Wilk". 

of their enquiries. 
I agree with the honourable gentleman who 

feconded the motion, that all the condua re­
fpetting the Indian nations is a matter that 
ought to be thoroughly canvafi.ed; and I look 
upon his calling upon me openly, and in my 
place, as fome reparation for the very free, 
and not very generous comments he made 
upon my condua in my abfence. 

Sir, I ever efteemed the Indian alliances, at 
beft, a necefiary evil. I ever believed their 
fervices to be o\'er-valued; fometimes infigni­
fica nt, often barbarous, always capricious; 
and that the employment of them was only 
juftifiable, when by being united to a regular 
army, they could bekept under controu], and 
made fubfervient to a general fyftem. 

B 2 Upon 
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Upon this principle I 'heartily concurred 

with that gallant and humane general, Sir, 
Guy 'Carleton, in the year 1776, to dec1i,ne 
the offers and fohitations of the Indians to 
be then empl@yed feparateIy: the impoffibi~ 
lity of com pleating the preparations for paf. 
£lng the regular troops ove~ the' ~3kes made 
it impoffible to employ them conjunctively. 

In that year, Sir, it was my lot, by delega~ 
tinn from Sir Guy Carleton, who was then at 
Quebec, to prefid~ at ope of the greateft 
councils with the Indians that had been beld 
at Montreal. Many gentlemen here know, 
that the ceremony preceding the taking up the 
hatchet, i~, to offer to the reprefentative of 
the power they meanto ferve, the pipe of war. 
It was prefied upon me by the chiefs pre­
fent; and it was in my power, by a £lngIe 
whif of tobacco, to have given flame and ex­
plofion to a dozen nations. I never felt 
greater fatisfaaion than in being able to ful­
fil the infl:ruB:ions I was charged with, for 
refl:raining the impetuous paffions of thefe 
people: it was a fecondary fatisfaction, at my 
l"eturn to England in the winter, to jufl:ify the 
conduCt of Sir Guy Carleton in this refpett, 
though the juG:ification was very unpopular, 
ftmong thofe-I mean not to particularize 

minifiers~ 
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minifiers, or minifiers of minifters-but a.,. 
mong thofe men, who, in their zeal againft 
the colonifis, had adopted the reafoning, that 
" partial feverity was general mercy," pro­
vided by carrying terrors it conduced to 
fini!hing the war. How juft fo ever this 
principle may be, my mind is not of a texture 
for carry ing it into effecr; and I retnrned to 
Canada the following fpring, when I fuc­
ceeded to the command, determined to be the 
foldier, not the execntioner of the fiate. 

I found care had been already taken by Ge­
neral Carleton, upon the f8me principles of 
humanity which always direcr his conduCt, 
to officer the Indians with gentlemen feleCted 
from the Britiili troops, upon a difiincrion of 

. their temper and judgment, as well as upon 
that of their valour; and in much greater 
number than ever was defiined to that fervice 
before. To thefe precautions I added that of 
a favourite priefi, who had more cant raul o­
ver the paffions of the Indians than all their 
chiefs put together; and I trufr the expence 
.put upon government to engage that gentle-
man's affifiance through the courfe of the 
.campaign, will not be efieemed an Improper 
prticle in my accounts~ 

~ . .... Ir, 
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Sir, with thefe allifiances I- was able to en· 

force obedience to the injunaions of my fpeech 
at the gr;:at conncll, upDn aifembling the ar­
my, which has been made ptlblic. Barbarity 
was Fr~vented-Sa much fo, that in one in­
france, two wounded provincial officers were 
brought off in the midfl: of fire upon the backs 
of Indians; and a captain, and his whole de­
tachment, placed in ambufcade, were brought 
prifoners to my camp by Indians, without a 
man hurt, though it was evident they were 
placed for the fpecial purpafe of deftroying 
me upon a reconnoitring party. and I was at 
that time very popular with the Indians. 

I could produce many more inftances to 
thew, that every pollible exertion of humanity 
was ufed; and that the cafe of Mifs Mecree 
excepted, which was accident, not premedi­
tated cruelty, the ftories upon which the ho­
nourable gentleman founded his accufation of 
me, ~;ere merely thofe fabricated by commit­
tees, and propagated in news-papers, for tem­
porary purpofes. The proclamation, which 
the honourable gentleman, in my abfence 
tre:lted with fo harlh terms, 1 avow, was 
penned by myfelf. The defign was to excite 
obedience, firft by encouragement, and next 
by the dread, not the commiifion of feverity 

-" to 
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_cc to [peak daggers, but ufe none." And 
fo far were the Americans, in their hearts, 
from putting upon that proclamation the in­
terpretation that gentlt'man has done, that it 
ferved to procure me refpect and acknowledg­
ment wherever I afterwards travelled through 
the country. 

Sir, a gentleman has been in London great 
part of the winter, who I willi had been ~aned 
to your bar.-It is for the fake of truth only 
I wiih it; for he is certainly not my friend. 
His name is St. Luc leCorrre, a diftinguifhed 
partifan of the French jn the laft war, and 
now in the Britiih fen'ice as a leader of the 
Indians.-He owes us indeed fome fervice9 

having been formerly inihumental in fcalping 
many hundred Britiih foldiers upon the very 
ground where, though with a different fort of 
latitude, he was this year employed. He is 
by nature, education, and praCtice, artful, 
ambitious, and a courtier. To the grudge 
he owed me for controlling him in the 11fe of 
the hatchet and [calping knife, it was natural 
to his charaaer to recommend· himfelf to mi­
nifterial favour, by any cenfure in his power 
to caft upon an unfaihionable general. He 
was often c10feted by a noble Lord in my eye* "Lord G. 

, Gtrtr.aUf(-

and, with all thefe difadvantages, as he has 
not 
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from putting upon that proclamation the in­
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not been examined here, I willi the noble lord 
to inform the houfe, what this man has pre­
fumed to fay of my conduCt with the Indians. 
1 knmv, in private companies, his language has 
been, that the Indians might have done great 
fervices, but they were difcharged. Sir, if 
to reRrain them from murder was to difcharge 
them, I take with pride the blame---They were 
difcharged. That circum fiance apart, I {bould 
fay that the Indians, and Mr. St. Luc at the 
head of them, deferted. 

[""Sir, in regard to the call made upon me 
by the fame honourable gentleman, for expla­
nation refpecring the burning of the country 
during the progrefs of the army under my 
command, I am ignorant of any fuch- circum­
fiance; I do not recollect more than one ac­
cident by fire; I pofitively afiert there was­
no fire by order or countenance of myfelf, 
or any other officer, except at Saratoga. That 
difiriCl: is the property of Major General 
Scuy ler of the American troops; there \vere 
large barracks built by him, which took fire 
the day after the army arrived upon the 

* This part of the Cpeech included between crotchets, was 
omitted at the time of the preceding and following parts, and' 
delivered fepaTately upon a fecond call of Mr. Wilkes; but 
uow is inferred in its proper place, as better conneeting the 
whole matter fpoke to by General Burgoyne. 

ground 
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ground in their retreat; and I belie\'e I need 
not flate any ether proof of that matter being 
merely accident, than that the barracks were then 
made ufe of as my hofpital, and full of fick 
and wounded foldiers. General Scuyler had 
likewife a very goad dwelling-haufe, exceed­
ing large fiarehoufes, great faw-mills, and 
other out-buildings., to the value altogether 
perhaps of ten thoufand pounds; a few days 
before the negotiation with General Gates, 
the enemy had formed a plan tC!, attack me; 
a large column of troops were approaching to 
pafs the fmall river, preparatory to a general 
aD:ion, and were entirely. covered from the 
nre of my artillery by thofe buildings. Sir, 
J avow that I gave the order to fet them on 
nre; and in a very thort time that whole pro­
perty, I have defcribed, was confumed. But, 
to thew that the perfon mafl deeply con­
cerned in that calamity, did not put the con­
ftruB:ion upon it, which it has pleafed the 
honourable gentleman to do, I mufi in­
form the honfe, that one of the firfi per­
fans I faw, after the convention was figned, 
was General Scuyler. I expre1fed to him 
my regret at the event which had happen­
ed, and the reafons which had occafioned 
it. He defircd me to think no more of it; 

C [aid 
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faid that the occafion jnftified it, according to 
the principles and rules of war, and he ihould 
have done the fame upon the fame occafion, or 
words to that effea. He did more---He fent 
an aid-de-camp to condua: me to Albany, in 
order, as he exprelled, to procure me better 
quarters than a fhanger might he able to find. 
This gentleman conduaed me to a very ele., 
gant houfe, and to my great fnrprife, pre­
rented me to Mrs. Scuyler and her family; 
and in this ceneral's houfe I remained dur:ng 
my whole ftay at Albany, with a table of more 
than twenty covers for me and my friends, 
and every other poffihle demonfiration of ho.,. 
fpitality: a fituation, painful it is true in 
point of fenfibility at the time, but which I 
now contemplate with fome fatisfaB:ion, as 
carrying undeniable tefiimony how little I 
deferved the charges of the honourable gen,. 
tleman; and I leave it to his feelings, whether, 
after this e::pbl11tion, fome f<1fther apology 
is not due to me.] 

In reg:ud to the firA: and mofi material 
queftion aiked me by the honourable gentle­
man who propofed the motion, viz. In what 
fttuation is the army at Cambridge? l~ is 
with fame furprize 1 find that any pan of this 
f:ountry is ignorant of the extraordinary cir,. 

cumftances 
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tum fiances that have attended it, as I conceivl:! 
government muft have received intelligence 
of them forne time ago. In regard to the re­
port made by myfelf, I acquit the kingjs mi­
nifiers of any blame in not yet having made 
it public, becaufe it was fo voluminous that 
the papers could not be digefted and copied, 
with the confiant labour of three ,clerks, before 
bfi Saturday, when they were put into the 
hands of the noble lord fecretary of fiate for 
the American department. But I truft that 
noble lord will now lofe no time to make pu­
blic, matters of fuch importance. Let them 
undergo the fcrutiny of the committee as pro­
pofed by the amended motion, and let the 
world judge, upon their report, whether the 
fpirit of the troops and the honour of the na­
tion have been fuftained ;·md Yilldicated during 
thofe tranfactions. In confidence that thefe 
papers cannot poffibly be withheld, I refer 
the honourable gentleman to them for a full 
delineation and explanation of the fiate of 
things at Cambridge, and will reft my prefent 
information upon a few material faCts. The 
troops have undergone hardfhips and trials of 
patience as fevere, though of a different nature, 
as any they experienced in the conflias uf the 
campaIgn. They have acquitted themfelves 

,vith 
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with equal refolution, temper, and honour. 
They are at prefent detained by a refolve 
of the congrefs, expreffing that there are cau­
fes of fufpicion that the convention was de­
figned to be broke on our part, and therefore 
they are j ufiifiable, without breach of public 
faith, to fufpend the emb3rkation of the troops 
till the convention is ratified by the court of 
Great Britain. 

In common with various pretences which 
invol ved other 113mes in high departments to 

juftify this meafure, the congrefs groundc::d 
many fuppofitions that I knew to be unjufi, 
upon my condua. I thought it a duty to the 
ftate, to the army, and to myfelf, to refute thofe 
fuppofitiol1s, and {till, if poHlble, to give im­
mediate eifeB: to the convention. It will reft 
upon the houfe to judee, when they fee the 
papers, whether I made good that refutation. 
And that brings me to another queftion aiked 
by the honourable gentleman: "By what means 
and upon what condition I am in perf on here ?" 
Sir, I charged my aid de camp, who carried 
my difpatch to the congrefs in anfwer to their 
vote of fufpenfion, which the prefident had 
officially fent me, ~vith a fecond letter to be 
delivered in cafe the fufpenfion, after confide­
ration had of my firft letter, was continued: 

The 
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The purport of this letter was to afk paffports 
for my perfonal return for the re-eftablifhment 
of my health, (which was then much affected) 
for the purpofe offettling large and complicated 
accounts, andotherreafons; and I offered to give 
a parole that ihould the fufpenfion of embarka­
tion be prolonged beyond the time apprehended, 
I would return to America upon demand of the 
congrefs, and due notice given, re-deliver my 
perf an into their hands, and abide the fate of 
the reft of the army with whom I had ferved. 
Sir, I had many reafons, not neceffary nor pro­
per to be alleged to the congre[s, founded 
upon' a nearer intereft than health or any pri­
vate expediency, to make me defirous to return 
home: to lay before government important 
truths, not to be communicated. by other 
means, and to fupply, as far as in me lay, by 
an afftduous and honeft exertion in this haufe, 
the misfortune that had difenabled me from 
performing my duty in the field. I accompa­
nied my letter to the congrefs by one to Gene­
ral Waihington, wherein upon an opinion of 
his charaCter, I afked him for his fllpport to an 
application that could not interfere with the 
public duties of our refpeCtive fituations. I 
(hall beg leave to read his an{wer as part of 
my fpeech; and I do it, Sir, not only left in 

thefe 
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thefe times of doubt and afperfion, I lhould 
incur cenfure for holding private correfpon­
dence with an enemy, but likewife becaufe I 
think this letter, though from an enemy, does 
honour to the human heart. 

[See the .Appendi:.'.] 
Sir, the congrefs readily confented to my 

application; and by this candid treatment of 
my enemies, I am here to vindicate my 
condua againfi the falfe and barbarous inter­
pretations that have arifen and have been fuf­
fered to prevail, by thofe who could have con­
tradiCted them, at home. 

The honourable gentleman willies to know 
what is the difference of numbers oftbe army 
between the time of figning the convention, 
and the prefent time; and I find the idea 
of great defertion very much prevails. 
That fome m:::n have deferted, in the wodl: 
[enfe of the word, is true. They are few, 
the fcum of the regiments, and no lo[s 
of real firength. The greater part who have 

• abfconded, have had no intention to abandon 
the [ervice, and if an epithet of honour could 
at any time be applied to a fault, theirs might 
be called an honourable de.ftrtion.* Some of 

thefe 
'II- General Burgoyne took o~cafion in two (ubfequent debatell 

to explain his meaning in this phrafe, which he found had 
been 
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thefe men left letters or fent meffages to their 
officers, informing them that in their prefent 
want of neceifaries and comforts, and their 
inability to ferve in arms, they had taken to­

trades and day labour in the country, but that 
they held themfel yes under an obligation from 
which they would never depart, to return to 
their regiments whenever the time of embar­
kation was afcertained: others, upon a high, 
though a mifiaken fuggefiion of fpirit, made 
effortstoeffeB:uatea paflage through the woods, 
to join the armies under Sir William Howe 
or Sir Henry Clinton, and it is believed that 
fome of them f~cceeded. The whole of the 
abfentees may amount to between five and fix 
hundred men. 

Sir, I have thus far endeavoured to give 
the honourable gentlemen fatisfaB:ion in the 
matters th3.t feem moil: immediately to engage 
their attention, and that I could confiftently 

been mifunderliood both within and without the houfe. He 
meant to apply the word honourable only to the common foldier', 
conception, who unufed to confider and difcriminate punCl:ili_ 
ouOy the obligations of conventions with an enemy, aCl:ed only 
upon the principles of zeal to ferve hls king, and again to be 
aCl:ively employed in arms; that therefore their conduCl: was 
honourably intended, though mifconceived. That fo far from 
j'uftifying that conception himfelf, he was perfuaded that to reo 
~ain fuch deferters when demanded, or indeed difcovered, would 
be an infringement of the convention, and he was perfuaded 
Sir William Howe or Sir Henry Clinton would, upon fuch de­
ttl~nd or difcovery, return them, 

witq 
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with order adduce in argument to fupport 
my vote for a more general enquiry. 

I thall now proceed, (as yet ftronger 
reafons for agreeing with the amendment,) to 
take notice of what has hitherto paired in the 
houfe, and upon very imperfeCt information, 
refpeeting other parts of the late campaign. 

But, Sir, accuftomed as I have been to be 
indulged by the houfe upon every occa11on ; 
and confident, as I ought to be, upon one 
where their indulgence is juftice, I find caufe 
in my own mind, in entering upon fo compli­
cated:1 fubjeEt, to implore anew, the fulleft 
fcope to their patience and candour, for a 
nlan, whofe faculties, far too weak fi)r 
fuch thock<;, are almoft unhinged by a fuc­
ceilion of difficulties abroad, that fall to the 
lot of few, and whofe difappointments and 
anxieties have been confummated, by the un:' 
expeCled reception he has met at home. 
, And this addrefs, Sir, is the more neceffary, 
becaufe I ftand here unconneeted and unailifted. 
I am ignorant who would ha\'e fupported my 
own motion, had I made it, though confident 
from a prepoireilion of its propriety it would 
have found ailiftance fomewhere. Neither 
courting nor fearing power, neither courting 
nor fearing party, I ftand here upon the fole 

bafi~ 
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hafts of truth and honour, and only afk fuppori: 
in proportion to the jufiice of o1y caufe. 

During my abfence an enquiry was infti­
tuted, in which my name was very much in­
volved. In the {hort fpace of time fince my 
return, and in the agitated fiate of mind I 
have mentioned, it has been impoffible for me 
to obtain from the mere converfation and re­
colleCtion of friends, ail that pdfed upon that 
occafton: but I have coUetted enough to know 
that I have been treated with great atten­
tion in general, and it is among my firf!: 
duties to r~turn to every quarter of the houfe 
my very fincere and grateful acknowledg­
ments. I alfo know, that with all that atten­
tion and favour, much implied centure muf!: 
have fallen upon me, from the nature of the 

. proceedings, and more efpecially from the po­
fition, which I cannot admit to be a true one, 
but which I underfiand has been much in­
fifted upon, " That where there is mifcarriage 
there muft be blame; and confequently, that 
the acquittal of one man infers the condemna­
tion of another.;' 

Sir, the papers which have been laid before 
the Houfe are in fome refpeCts deficient and in 
others fuperfluous. The {irf!: fuperfluity to 
which I allude is a private letter from me to 

D the 
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the 110ble Lord, ac·quainting him with my in­
tent;ci] of going to Bath; of my audience wIth 
the King; of my folicitation to his Majefty 
for aCtive en1ployment the next campaign; 
expreffing my hopes of his Lordlhip's patro. 
nage in that pl1rfuit, and concluding with fuch 
acknowledgments and profeffions as were natu­
ral to flow from a wann and unfufpicious 
heart impreffed with a fenfe of another's fa­
vour. 

Not conceiving for what poffible public 
purpofe this letter ,vas produced, I can only 
attend to the eiTeers it has had to prejudice me 
perfonally. Sufpicions have been eJllCited, 
that at the time I wrote that letter I was court­
ing command, and by adulatory means, in 
preference and in prejudice to Sir Guy Carleton 
under whom I had had the honour to ferve, 3 

confidential fecond, the preceding campaign. 
Every perron in government might ha\"e pro­
nounced my acquittal of fo b:lfe a proceeding, 
becaufe they knew, though the public did not. 
that it was decided * in the Autumn of 1776, 

* This decifion was made, not only upon the expediency ~f 
the governor attending the civil duties of the province, which 
were thought at that time to require particular attention, but 
alfo upon doubts whether the general's commiffion authorifed 
him to aCt beyond the boundaries: and this whole tranfaction 
paffed long before the return of General Burgoyne to Englan:l, 
and entirely without his knowledge. 

and 
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and notified to Sir Guy Carleton accordingly, 
that his military command was confined to the 
boundaries of the province of Quebec. It did 
not occur to the noble Lord to fiate that faa, 
becaufe doubtlefs he did not forefee the preju­
dices the letter would occafion; but I cannot 
but lament he did not produce other letters of 
mine, which would have removed effeaually 
every poffible fufpicion of a defign fo foreign 
to my heart as that of fupplanting a grtllant 
friend. Such letters would at the fame time 
ha ve rendered unneceifary the long train of 
correfpondence laid upon your table, to lhew 
that the preparations in Canada were duly ex­
pedited; becaufe I lhould have been found to 
exprefs the fullefi fen fe of the zeal, the affidu­
ity, and the honour with which Sir Guy Carle­
ton aCted, notwithfianding his difappointment 
in not being employed to conduct the cam. 
paIgn. 

Will it be faid, that the letters I allude to 
were withheld becaufe they were private?­
In the firft place they do not properly come 
under that defcription, though it is true they 
were not office letters.-They could not be 
direaed as fnch, becaufe aCting in fubordina­
tion to Sfr Guy Carleton, the official corre­
fpondence could only with decorum pais 

D z through 
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through him; but they were not private as ap-
plied to fecrefy, nor improper as they related 
to the difiinel and feparate objeCt of the com­
mand I was entering upon. But, Sir, had 
any parts of thefe letters (or of any others ne­
ceffary to my juftification, of which I fay 
there are many) been pri vate in any fenfe of the 
word, will that excufe be alleged for detaining 
them, when there has appeared bt:fore you a 
paper of the moft: fecret nature, I mean my 
thoughts upon conduCting the war from the 
fide of Canada. What officer will venture 
hereafter to give his opinion upon meafures or 
men, when called upon by a minifter, if his 
confidence, his reafonings, and his preferences 
are thus to be invidiout1y expofed; to create 
jealoufies and differences among his fellow­
officers, and at laft to put an impofition upon 
the world, and make him refponfible for the 
plan as well as the execution of a hazardous 
campaign? The plan, as originally drawn, I 
have no reafon to· be ailiamed of, becaufe it 
underwent the infpeCtion, and had the fanelion 
of fome of the firft and ableft officers of this 
~ountry; but the plan, as it frood when my 
orders were framed, can with no more pro­
priety be called mine, than any others formed 
by the cabinet for the difrant parts of America, 

or 
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or any other quarter of the globe where I 
had no participation or concern.-The noble 
Lord well knows, that the idea expreffed in 
the fecret paper laid before you of a latitude to 
aCt againft New-England, was erafed; that a 
power to embark the troops in cafe Qf unfore~ 
fem impediments, and make the junCtion with 
the fouthern army by ft:a, was not admitted. 
-Will it then be infinuated, that the plan 
was mine ?-Why was it not produced in that 
changed and garbled frate, by which the mi­
nifrer made it his own? Becaufe it would have 
been one proof, if one had been wanting to 
unprejudiced minds, that by cutting off every 
propofed latitude, and confining the plan to 
one only objeCt, the forcing a paffage to Al­
bany, the orders framed upon that plan could 
be no otherwife underftood, than as pofitive, 
peremptory, and indifpenfible. But, Sir, it 
has been boldly infinuated, and perhaps even 
credited by fome in this houfe, that the words 
at the latter end of the orders, which are 
calkd the' faving c1aufe, were fpecially dic~ 
tated by me.~-~Sir, to fuppofe that, is to fup­
pofe n:te an ideot !---Savingc1aufe---to whom? 
Surely, notto the General who was to aCt un­
der it ;---for fee the fituation in which it puts 
him.---Under the words " you are to aCt as 
, . " .exigencies 
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" exigencies may require," let us fuppofe 
him to takethe cautious part. He makes 
no attempt upon the enemy, becaufe his 
exigency was fuch, that in doing fo he 
muft abandon his communications and rifk 
his retreat. W hat would the government, 
the army, and the country have faid to 
him? W hat ought every man to have 
{aid to him who read the prior part of this 
order? "Is this vigorous exertion? Is this 
" tofor'cc your way to Albany. The enemy 
" were panic {huck before Britiih troops; 
" there number:; therefore were but as ilia­
"dows. The loyalifts awaited your advance 
" to join by thGufands-Sir H. Clinton was 
" ready to move upon the lower part ofHud .. 
" fon's ri\ er-Your interpretation of orders 
" was nonfenfe; your inaEti \-ity was co­
" wardice-You have ignominiollfly loft the 
" campaign." 

Take the confideration the other way-­
The general follows the pTinciple, the fpirit, 
and the letter of his order-fights his ground 
by inches, and mifcarries. "You lhall be 
" difgraced for y,our raihnefs," fays the mi­
nifter-" You had a referve and lhould have 
" made u[e of it. E:t:igencies required that 
" you lhould have remained on the eaft fide 
" the lIudfun's river." Sir, to lmagme a 

general 
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general could diB:ate fuch a dilemma for him­
felf is prepofierotls. To believe that mini­
fiers could mean 'it, is fe\·ere credulity againfi: 
them; it would be to believe them capable of 
the equivocation of a fiend, to infure the ruin 
of thofe who riB:ed under their direCtion 
whatever part they fhould take. I charge them 
not fo heavily. I am perfuade~ that faving 
daufe was meant when it was penned, as it 
has been underftood by me, by Sir William 
Howe, and by every other perfon who has 
read it, as referring folely to exigencies after 
the arrival of my army at Albany. 

But, Sir, this ideal. blame in not availing 
myfelf of the Javing clazifC, has been fupported 
by a fiory, that I fhould hardly ha\·e believed 
it within malevolence to innnt, but which I 
find has been propagated with great indufiry, 
viz. that Generals Philips and Frazer remon­
ihated againft the paftage of the Hudfon's 
River; and that finding their remonfrrances 
of no avail, they took the parts of brave 
men in defpair, and perfevered in their duty 
againft their reafon. Upon the honor of a 
gentleman, without any faving or refervation 
foever, I pronounce that report to be a direCt 
and abominable falfehood. Sir, thofe officers 
were the eyes and the hands by which I con-

ducted 
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duB:ed all material operations: more able ad­
vifers, or more faithful friends, never exifted: 
that they faw I was placed in an arduous fitu­
ation, and felt for my difficulties" it is true; 
but that they ever dropt a fyllable that impfied 
an idea that I had an alternative, I flatly deny. 
The indefatigable alacrity of General Philips 
to bring forward the tranfports preparatory to 
the paifage of the river, was uncommon even 
in fupport of a favourite objeCl:; it would 
ha ve been uncommon indeed, had he aeted 
with fecret reluCtancy! As to General Fra­
zer, our communications were thofe of the 
moil: unreferved friendlhip; and it is my pride 
to affirm, that the confonancy of his fenti­
ments with mine were almoft invariable. Upon 
the pafiage of the Hudfon's River, in particu­
lar, he thought it of llncontrovertible ex. 
pediency ; he thought it glorious danger; he 
was confulted upon all meafures at the time 
and fubfequent to it; he bore an aCtive part 
in many; he approved of all; and the laft 
fentence he uttered, was a meffiIge of affeCtion 
and good willies to me. 

The other falfehoods that have been dif. 
perfed refpetting the fame period of time, can 
hardly be urged as reafons for enquiry, for 
they are below refutation; fuch as the delays 

occafioned 
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bccafi()l1ed by carrying forward all the artil. 
Iery, and a cumberous train of baggage-" It 
" was a merit ot Eaftern pomp," fays ami .. 
nifterial news-write!". That all the artillery 
was with the army is faIfe, for the heavy train 
was fent back to Canada: the field-train which 
remained was -that which had been deftined for 
the expedition, when Sir Guy Catleton ex"' 
pe8:ed to have the condua of it in perfon. 
That intelligent and judicious officer, Genenl 
Philjps~ had been confulted upon the propor .. 
tion; and it had been regulated upon the con­
fideration of the nature of the war; the 
power of that arm in forcing pofts, and againft 
new troops; and the probability of having 
pofts ourfel ves to fortify. N either, Sir, was 
the artillery, in the proportion carried, eaufe 
of the leaft delay; becaufe the horfes that 
drew it were fupernumerary to thofe which 
were fufficient for all the carts and waggons 
we had; and confequently within the time 
indifpenfibly given for the tranfport of the 
provifion, the artillery was brotlght forward 
by horfes that could have been no otherways 
employed. 

The fuppofed quantity of baggage is eq11 1;;Y 
erroneous. 1 cannot fuffer an idea fo unjl1ft, 
to the fpirit of the army, to remain upon the 

E minds 
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minds of the public. All baggage of bulk, 
to the abridgment of many material comforts, 
llad been chearfully left behind by the officers; 
fame of them had not beds; many lay in 
foldier's tents; and I know of none that had 
more then the common neceffaries for aaive 

fervice. 
It ~ufr be total want of knowledge of the 

country and the war, to fuppofe that, with 
211 thefe precautions, the train of carriages 
did not frill remain great. It is to be con­
iidered, there was a train of fix hundn:d car­
riages; and thofe too few for the indifpenfible 
purp~fe of tranfporting provifion, where there 
was no water c:uriage; there was another 
train of very cumberous carriages, equally ne­
cdfary for the tr::mfport of the boats, where 
the rapids prevented their paffage in the fiream ; 
a tranfport, in fame places, of many miles in 
in length. Sir, it would be trifling with the 
houfe to dwell longer upon thefe cenfilres, the 
offspring of malice and ignorance; the preva­
lence of fuch reports tends to one ufe-·-It will 
perfuade the world, at leafr, that material 
faults could not abound, when detraction itfelf 
is reduced to have recourfe to fuch accufation. 

Sir, re\'erting therefore to the more grofs 
injuries my reputation has fufrained, I think I 

have 
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have fiated enough to 1hew, that the cha­
raaer of a member has been unavoidably 
brought into quell:ion, and upon his affertion 
that the information the Houfe has proceeded 
upon, is incomplete and fallacious, I know not 
what defcription of men could jufily refufe to 
him perf on ally a new and full enquiry. 

I would aik of minifiers themfelves, what 
would be their feelings, if, after an unfuccefsful 
undertaking of high truft and importance, and 
debarred, by an interditl:ion, from the prefence 
of their Sovereign, the means of fubmitting 
their COndlla to that royal breall:, where ju­
iEce, and benevolence, and proteaion to the 
innocent are ever to be expetl:ed, except when 
truth is perverted or concealed-what would 
be their feelings if refufed alfo an appeal to 
their country? To my brother-officers in par­
liament I would more particularly apply for 
{upport to this amendment, as a common caufe 
of the profeffion: they will confider the dif­
couragemcnt that muft enfue, and the injury 
the fervice muft fuffer, if an officer, who is 
confcious to have done his beft, whofe greateft 
enemies pretend 110t to impute to him any 
other charges than excefs of zeal and erro­
neous judgment, and even thefe charges 
founded upon a mutilated !tate of faCls-

E l Wha"P 
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What is the fiate of officers, if upon fuch 
grounds, and by the artful management of other 
~ircumftances, they are difgrar.::ed at court, 
put by, if not inevitably preclud~d the judg­
ment of a military tribunal, and at laft: denied 
the only pollible means of jufiification that re­
mains-a p<lrliamentary invefiigation of a 
meafure of fiate with whir.::h the-rectitude or 
criminality of their condua is infeparably 
blended? To my honourable friends who 
made the original motion early in the winter, 
and all who took part in it, I may yet mor~ 
ftrenuoufly addr~[s myfelf, to repair, by the 
palling this quefiion and amendment, the in-:­
jury that unintentionally they brought upon 
me by the then confined mode of proceeding. 
To all thefe confideration<, Sir, I could joiu? 
were it expedient, many more perfuafive call~ 
"Upon the human heart, to take up this pro­
ceeding for the fake of an injured individual: 
hut I wave an appeal to private fentiments, and 
defire the motion to be confidered as a call 
upon the public duty of the houfe; and, di-:­
veHing myfelf, as far as pofEble, of every pe!"­
fonal motive; fcorning the pitiful contention, 
for fuch comparatively it would be, whether 
Fhe minifier 1hould exonerate himfelf from 
i /';$ error in his infiruCtion, or the general 

front 
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(rom that in his execution; I here in my 
place as a reprefentative of the nation, require 
and demand a full and impartial enquiry into 
the caufes of the mifcarriage of the northern 
~rmy in an expedition from Canada. 

I t is a great national objeCt. The crifis of 
the time emphatically requires it. The ex­
ifience of the Britiili empire depends upon the 
~xertions of the military, and the beft foun­
dation for public fpirit, is public juftice. In 
~ddition to the natmal animation which as 
Britons the army poffefs, place before their eyes 
that fecondary fpring and controller of human 
.actions, reward and puniiliment. Let the firft 
and moO: glorious reward, the honefi applaufe 
of the country be obtained by a fcrutiny into 
truth for thofe who deferveit: on the contrary, 
if there has been delinquency, let the fpirit of 
Manlius pre fide in the punilhment. 

" The hand of fate is over us, and heaven 
" Exacts feverity from all our thoughts." 
If there has been difobedience; if unautho-

rifed by circllnJilances, if uncompelled by orders 
(for I will never ilirink from that plea) a ge­
neral has ralhly advanced upon the enemy, 
flnd engaged againfi infurmountable odds, the 
~ifcipline of the fiate fhould lhike, though it 
were a fav0!lrit~ {on. 
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" J, Lit7or, deliga ad palum." 

Thefe, Sir, are the means to excite true 
ambition in your leaders, thefe are the means 
to keep them in due reftraint; this was the 

c~~~;:m. fyftem of the glorious patriot.;t whofe obfequies 
you now celtbrate, and could his afhes awaken, 
they would burft their cearments to fupport it. 

As for myfelf, if I am guilty, I fear I am 
deeply guilty: an army loft! the fanguine ex­
pectation of the kingdom difappointed! a fo­
reign war cal1fed, or the commencement of 
it accelerated! an effufion of as brave blood as 
ever run in Britilh veins fhed, and the fevereft 
family diftrefies combi:1ed with public calami­
ty .-If this mafs of miferies be indeed the con­
fequence of my mifcondufr, vain will be the 
extenuation I C3n plead of my perfonal fuffer­
ings, fatigue and hardlhip, laborious days and 
flt:eplefs nights, ill health and trying fituations ; 
poor and infufficient will be fuch atonement 
in the judgment of my country, or perhaps in 
the eyes of God-yet with this dreadful alter­
native in view, 1 provoke a trial-Give me 
inquiry-I put the interefis that hang moft 
emphatically by the heart-firings of mau­
my fortune-my honour-my head-I had 
al moft faid my fal vation, upon the teft. 

But, Sir, it is confolation to me to think 
that 



[ 31 ] 

that I {hall be, even in furmife, the only 
culprit-Whatever fate may attend the gene­
ral who led the army to Saratog1, their beha­
viour at that memorable fpot muft entitle them 
to the thanks of their country-Sir, it was a 
calamitous, it was an awful, but it was an 
honourable hour-During the fufpence of the 
anfwer from the general of the enem.v, to the 
refural made by me of complying with the 
ignominious conditions h~ had propofed, the 
countenance of the troops beggars defcription 
-a patient fortitude; a fort of ftern re­
fignation, that no pencil o~ language call 
reach, fat on c\'ery brow. I am confident 
every breafr was prepared to devote its laft 
drop of blood rather than fuffer a precedent to 
frand upon the Britilh annals of an ignoble 
furrender. 

Sir, an important fubjeEt of enquiry, 35 

I mentioned at my out-fet, ftill remains­
the tranfaCl:ions at Cambridge, and the caufe 
of the detention of the troops. If I there 
have been guilty, let me there alfo be the 
only fufferer • 

. Sir, there is a famous fiory in antient hi­
frary, that bears fome analogy to my circum­
fiances; and when allufions tend to excite 
men's minds to exertions of virtue or pol;:/, 
I £hall never think them pedantic or mifpla-

ced. 
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ced. * The event I mean happened 1n art 
age ","hen Roman virtue was at its height. It 
was that wherein Manlius devoted his fon and 
the firft Decius devoted himfeIf. A Roman 
army, !hut up by the Sattmites at Candium, 
were oblip.:ed to furrender their arms, and to 

'-' 
fubmit to the more ignominious condition of 
pailing under the yoke of the enemy. The' 
conful who had commanded them, propofed 

in the fenate, to break: the treaty whereby 
the army was loft to the ftate, and to make 
him in perfon the expiation, by fending him 
bound to the enemy to fuffer death at their 
hands. In one point of view the prefent 
cafe extremely differs from the example, be .. 
caufe by the treaty at Saratoga the army was 
iand to the fiate. It is the non-compllance' 
with public faith that atone can lofe it~<lnd 
here the parallel \yill hold; if I have been in­
ftrumental to the lofs of thofe bra\"e troop9 

}ince the treaty, [ am as culpable as if I had 
loft them by the treaty, and ought to be the 

facrifice to redeem them. Sir, this reference' 
may appear vain-glorious. It may be doubt­
ed whether there exiits in thefe times publie 

*" It had been mentioned in a former debate, that referenceS' 
to ancient hifiary carried fame[imes an air of pedantry and 
were feldom of ufe. 

fpirit 
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fpirit ferioufly to emulate fnch examples., I 
perhaps ihould find myfelf unequal; but 
others, who are mofr ready to judf;e me fo, 
muft at leaft give credit ta one moti\'e {)1" 

ftating the parallel-that I am too confcious 
of innocence to appr~hend there is the 
leaft riik. of being expofed to the trial. 

Sir, I have only to retnrn my fincereft 
thanks to the houfe for the patience with 
which they have endured fo long a trtfpafs 
upon their time, and to join my hearty con· 
currence with the other gentlemen who han 
fpoken in favour of the amendment .. 

F Jvvis 
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jovis, 28°. die Maii, 177S. 

MR. Hartley moved, "That an humble 
addrefs be prefented, to his majefiy to 

entreat his majefiy) that he will be graciouf1y 
pleafed not to prorogue the parliament; but 
that he will fuffer them to continue fitting, for 
the purpore of affifiing and forwarding the 
meafures already taken for the refioration of 
peace in America; and that they may be in 
readinefs, in the prefent critical fituation and 
profpett of public affairs, to provide for eve­
ry important event at the earlieH notice." 

Sir George Savile feconded the motion. No 
perfon offering to anfwer, the Speaker was 
proceeding to put the quefiion. General Bur­
goyne applied to the treafury-bench, to know 
whether the king's fervants meant to agree 
to the motion? In which cafe he [1id he lhould 
gi\'e the houfe no trouble: that otherwife he 
thought hemfelf pledged to deliver his fenti­
ments. The call was, "Go on;" and Gene­
ral Burgoyne proceeded in fubitance as fol­
lows: 

Mr. 
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Mr. Speaker, I thall not purfue the argu­

ment of the honourable gentleman, upon the 
expediency of parliament being ready fitting 
to deliberate upon the firfi intelligence that 
may arriYe from your commiffioners; that 
argument has already been too ably enforced 
to require a fecond: neither, Sir, after fa long 
an indulgence as I received in a former de­
bate, thall I again prefs upon the attention of 
the houfe the debt they owe to national ju­
ftice and policy, upon the fubjeB: of enquiry: 
though the Generals Howe and Carleton may 
be expected every day; and it was upon their 
abfence alone, that the greater part of the 
noufe feemed difpofed to poftpone fo impor­
tant and neceflary a duty. But, Sir, I thall 
refl: folety upon a view of the prefent fiate of 
this conntry, as univerfaUy compulfive upon 

. the underfianding, in favour of the meafure 
propofed. While an enemy is prepared upon 
the neighbouring coaft, and perhaps is at this 
hour embarking, diffidence, defpondency, and 
confiernation, are evident among great part 
of the people. A more fatal fymptom pre­
vails among a greater part; a torpid indif­
ference to our impending fate. Men dare not, 
or will not, look into their defperate circum­
fiances. God grant that general panic be not 

F 2 the 
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the refult of all thefe demonftrations! for 
panic i~ incident, upon fame occafions, to 
tbofe who have been moft difi.inguiihed for 
brayery upon others. 

Tbe fah'ation of the country depends upon 
the confidence of the people in fume part qf 
gOHrnment. The miniftry have it not; the 
whole nation fee, or think they fee, their in­
fufficiency. I mean not to apply thefe words 
grofsly or virulently; there are among them 
m:m'y to whofe perfonal qualities and talents 
I bear re[?etl:, and to nO!1e more than the 
noble lord in the blue ribband. Bur talent" 
are relati\"e to times; and it is no reproach to 
fJY, that men well qualified for negotiation, 
finance, or the fmooth current of govern­
ment, may be totally unfit for their itatians, 
when the crifis requires inftant refource, deci­
fi\'e cO\lnCe], animating aCtion. That thef(J 
are notorioufly wanting, the beft friends of 
the minifiers {hake their he:lds :lnd confefs. Is 
there a man of common fenfe ane: common fpirit 
in the cour-try, that doe; not ft.md confourided 
31;d aghaft at the bte fupinenefs? that does not 
think the heralds ought to ha\"e accompanied 
yourcoach, S',r"when you carried up theaddrefs 
of the commons; and that the declaration of 
war at S,c. James's gate ihould have accom-

panied 
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~anie~ the an(wer from the throne? " Be pa. 
tlent, we are told; " France may repent; 
Spain yet fpeaks us f.lir:; -Si'r, to be patient 
in our fituation is to be abje8:: our pufillani­
mity gives tenfold encreafe to our natural 
weaknefs. Patience inpri vate life, under af .. 
fliB:ion or difeafe, the ihokes of fortune, ot 
the hand of heaven, is a virtue of lovely hue; 
but political enduring-tamely to fuffer pro­
vocation and injury,-the moil: wanton in­
fult that ever was offered to a nation,-I mean 
the meffage of the French ambaffador: 

---'---,, Turn thy complexion there, 
Patience, thou young and rofe-lipp'd cherubin, 
And there look grim as hell.---

It will be difficult to thofe who are moO: 
converfant in hiftory, and accurate in obferva­
tion, to point out examples, where, after an 
alarm, the fpirits of men have revived by, in­
aBion. This nation is put into the ftate of a 
garrifon, whofe out-pofts are abandoned, 
whofe fallies are ftopt, and who are to cOll)bqt 
in the body of the place for their laft ftake. I 
do not fay, tbat men have not fought defperat~. 
ly in fuch, fituations; but then they have beell 

,brought to extremity by a progre1fion of con. 
£iCts, and have {een great examples to raife and 

ftimulate 
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fl:imulate their public paffions. I know of no 
great exertions, where the governing connfels 
have {hewn apprehenfion and terror, and confe. 
quent confufion at the outfet. The fuccefs of 
vigorous meafures to reftore an army after a 
panic, is almoft invariable; ancient hifrory 
abounds with examples;. in our own time, 
they are frequent. When General Roman. 
zoff found the Ruffians imprefied with appre­
henfions of the Turkifh cavalry, his firft'mea­
fure was to hy afide the ufe of chevaux de 
"frize, and to encamp without entrenchments. 
The revival of the general fpirit of a flate de­
pends upon the fame principleS'. We need not 
look abroad for examples; we have a mere 
fl:riking one at home than foreign annals can 
produce, in that immortal year, 1756, the 
commencement of the Earl of Chatham's ad­
miniftration. The moft gloriom tribllte we 
can pay to his memory, is to follow his ex­
ample. Let minifters vifit his remains, while 
yet above ground, and catch wifdom, and vi­
gour, and virtue from the view. Did he keep 
fleets at Spithead to prevent invafionr Did he 

fear to truft the internal defence of the nation 
to her own fons? No, Sir, your navy was 
employed in offenfive operation in every quat­
ter of the globe; and the nation, fupported hy 

ajuft 
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a juft confidence, were ten times fhonger after 
the .-1if'ni!fion of the Hanoverians and Her. 
fiaJ1' titan h -fore. Every thip became a fleet, 
every refY:~~nt felt itfelf an hoft. 

\Ve h,we now a brave admiral riding at 
Spithead, who knows the way to prevent in­
vafion 'w feeking the enemy at a diftance. 
His !hare of glory in the defeat of Conflans is 
on the minds of his f,)llowers; you cannot 
gratify him or them more than to give them a 
fecond occafion, and by the fame means, to 
fa\'e their country The brother of that ad-
miral, a member of this houfe, :l' bred alfo in ;e~:~er'l 
the beft fchools of his profeffion, is fecond in 
command on thore, and fecond to one who 
Ileeds no other praife than that he was the fa· 
vourite, + and the friend, and the confidential t Lord AI­

executor of the arduous plans of the great 6trJ. 

ftatefman I alluded to.-Let thefe men be af-
fifted with national fpirit, and England is not 
to be fubdued, while a river or a hill remains; 
without fllCh fpirit, another battle of Haftings 
may make another conqueft. 

Sir, I repeat that the beft hope of generat­
ing and diffufing this genuine ftrength of the 
mind, to which arms and treafure are but ina­
dequate fubftitutes, depends upon the prefence 
of parliament, " to provide (according to the 

words 
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words of the motion) for every important 
e\Tent at the earidl notice," - To ftrengthen 
the crown, not by adularory addrefies, but 
by fllch occafional fantl:ions, as would give 
frelli and extra-energy to its power, pend­
ing the emergency that might require it: 
To [upport public credit~ in union with the 
city of London, not only by common engage­
ments of faith, but by aCts of quick and en­
couraging effic3cy towards individuals, who 
might nobly rilk their all in the cauk: but 
above all, in full numbers and by general con­
tinuance, to exhibit themfel yes to the world a 
true reprefentati\'e of a determined people at­
tacked in their \,itals ;-to prove that they are 
not to '?e feduced from their dllty by the a1-

·lurements of pleafure or perfonal interefi:, 
but ha\'e fortitude to await the approach of 
the enemy, as the Gauls were awaited by 
the [enators in Rome; and, if need were, to 
recei ve death in thefe feats, to give example 
and fire to their furviving countrymen. Sir, 
a parliament, thus infpired, (the occafion, I be­
lieve in my confcience, would give the infpi­
ration) would fpread immediate and extenfive 
veneration and influence.--FaEt:ion in this 
great city, if .faCtion there is, would be no 
more ;-majorities and minQrities here: would 

be 
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be loA: in unanimity for the public rarety; ___ 
the l<.ing's name, thus fupported, would be in 
truth a tower of ftrength; and the daring at. 

- tempts of the enemy would only tend to the 
prefent glory and future fiability of the fiate. 

Sir, thefe are my fincere fentiments; and 
for this free delivery of them, I doubt not 
that I thall read in the morning papers of 
to-morrow that I have thrown myfelf into 
the arms of oppofition. I am confcious I 
never did fo true a fervice to the king 
and to the country as I do in the part I 
now take; and whatever may be the idle 
comments of the day, I truft that with the 
refpeB:able part of the public, if the term op­
pofition is to imply blame, it will be ap­
plicable only to the rejeCtion of this motion. 
If the king's minifiers take the lead1 and 
c:xercife their perfuafioll for that purpofe, 
I hold them to b~ oppofers of national 
fpirit, oppofers of public virtue, oppoCers 
of the moft efficacious means to fave their 
country. Sir, 1 fcorn to take up this lan­
guage upon fo pitiful a moti ve as perfonal 
refentment. Government, whoever are the 
minifters to condua it, !hall have my voice 
when ~y confcience diretts it. That I 
think myfelf a perfecuted man, I avow; 

G that 
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that I am a' marked vifrim to bear the fins 
that do not belong to me, I apprehend; but 
this is not the firft time I have flood the 
frowns of power for parliamentary condufr; 
and whatever further vengeance may be ilJ. 
flare for me, I hope I {hall endure it as be­
comes me. I am aware that in far better 
times officers have been ftript of their pre­
ferments for refifling the potfeifors of that 
bench.-They cannot take from me an humble 
competence;' they cannot deprive me of a 
qualification to fit here; they cannot ftrip me, 
I truft they cannot, of the confidence of my 
conftituents to feat me here; they· cannot ftrip 
me--I am fllre they cannot--of prin .. 
cipIe and fpirit to do my duty here. 

1 never was more excited by thefe mo­
tives, and I never can be more, than upon 
the prefent occafion to give my vote in 
~upport of the motion. 

APPEN~ 
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Copy of a Letter from General Walhingtori 
to Lieutenant General Burgoyne. 

SIR, 

Head .. ~arters, Penfylvania, 
March 11th, 1778. _ 

I Was, only tw~ ~a'ys fince, honoured with 
your very obhgmg letter of the 11th of 

Pebtuary. 
Your indulgent opinion of my charaaer~ . 

and the polite terms in which you are pleafed 
to exprefs it, are peculiarly flattering; and 
I take pleafure in the opportunity you have 
afforded me of afiuring you, that, far from 
fuffering the views of national oppofition to 
be imbittered and debafed by perfonal animo­
fity, I am ever ready to do juftice to the me­
rit of the gentleman and the foidier; and to 
efteem, where efteem is due, however the idea 
of a public enemy may interpo[e. You will 
not think it the language of unmeaning cere­
mony, if I add, that fentiments of perfonal 
refpeR, in the prefent inftance, are reciprocal. 

G :z. Viewing 
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Viewing you in the light of an officer con­

tending againil: what I conceive to be the rights 
of my country, the reverfe of fortune YOll 

experienced in the field cannot be unacceptable 
'to me; but, abftraCted from confiderations of 
national adv'antage, 1 can fincerely fympathize 
with your feelings, as a foldier, the unavoida­
bie difficulties of whofe fituation forbid his 
fuccefs; and as a man, whofe lot combines 
the calamity of ill health, the anxieties o~ 
capti v ity, and the painful fenfibility for a re­
putation, expo[ed, where he moil: values it, 
to the affaults of malice and detraCtion. 

As your aid de camp went dire,aIy on to 
Congrefs, the butlnefs of your letter to me 
had been decided before it came to hand. I 
am happy that their chearful acquiefcence 
with your requeil:, prevented the neceffity of 
my intervention. And, wilhing you a fafe and 
agreeable paRage, with a perfeCt reil:oration of 
your health, 

I have the honour to be, 
Very refpetl:fully, 

Sir, 
Your moil: obedient fervant, 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 

NOT E; 
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NOTE, rtjpeEling the Fj,jl Debate. 

SINCE the fubftance of the fp/eech has been 
prepared for the prefs, it has been obferved, 

in a daily paper, that General Burgoyne fla­
ted, that it had been a race between the Can .. 
grefs and him, to engage the Indian nations. 
It is a miftake, that General Burgoyne made 
any mention of himfelf being any ways con­
cerntd in any negotiations with the Indians, 
prior to giving dire8:ions for their junction 
with the army upon Lake Champlain; ex­
cepting in the council of the autumn to 1776, 
in which they were difmilfed for that year. 

It is true, General Burgoyne did frate, in 
his fpeech, that there had been a race between 
the eniiifaries of the Congrefs, and the con­
duaors of India affairs on the part of the Bri­
tifh government; to engage not only the 
contiguous, but alfo the remote nations. This 
faa might have been proved by Mr. St. Luc 
Ie Corne, had he thought proper, as well as 
by many others. 

This part of the Indian fubje8: accidental­
ly efcaped the prefs, by its being omitted in 
the notes from which the [peech was colle8:ed. 

NOTE, 
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N01,'E, rifpeEting the Second Dehate. 

MR. Wedderburne took occaflon, after a 
filort argument againft the expediency of th« 
motion, to propound doubts relative to Ge .. 
neral Burgoyne's capacity to vote in parlia­
ment; and he argued them, at length, with 
vifible preparation, and much learning. He 
referred, very particularly, to the flory of 
Regnlus; and, to make the cafes parallel, 
flated the General as a common prifoner of 
war (the convention of Saratoga being broke); 
that, confequently, he was ,not lui juris, but 
the prefent property of another power. He 
infifled, with ftilllefs expreffion of doubt, that 
the General, under his prefent obligations, was 
incapacitated _ from exercifiug any office, or 
eea:oing arms in this country. 

General Burgoyne, in reply, flated the mif. 
take upon whidl l\lr. Wedderburne's argu­
ment was in great meafure founded, viz. that 
the convention was broke, and that the Gene­
ral was under the ufual reftriEtions of a pri~ 
foner of war. The convention was declared 
by the congrefs not intended to be broke, on 
their part; though the execution of it was 
fufpended. The General therefore infifled, 
that he was under no other obligation, than 

that 



A P PEE N D I X. 
:that fpecified in the convention, " Not to 
ferve in America;" and that of his parole, 
'~' Tq return at the demand of the congrefs, 
and due notice given": that in this country 
he was free to exercife his rights as a citizen 
and a foldier; that fhould the enemy land, 
though his prefent disfavour might preclude 
him from the command which his rank, and 
fame experience, might entitle him to, he 
trnfted the king would not refufe his requeft, 
to take a mufquet in defence of his country. 
He proceeded to argue, that even upon the 
fuppofition that Mr. \Vedderburne's pofitioll 
had been true in its fulf extent, and that he 
had been, direClly, a prifoner of W3r under pa­
role, he fhould not have been incap3citated 
from aCling in parliament; and in 3nfwer to 
the precedents brought from remote ages, he 
produced one of a prefent member (Lo't<l Fre­
derick Cavendiili) who, when a prifoner to 
France, after the aaion at St. Cas, and upon 
his parole in England, fat and voted in par­
liament. That noble lord, upon quitting 
France, had afked, whether any refiraint in 
that refpeB: was meant? as he fhould certain. 
]y vote for every meafure that could diftrefs 
the enemy...-He was told, that they fhould as 
(qon think of reil:ra~ning him from getting a 
" . '. ~hild, 
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child, left, when :~ came to maturity, it fhontd 
do them mifchid. 

The General proceeded to oHerve, that the 
cafe::, in point of (xrJanation, were precifely 
the fame; for tint berore he left the army, it 
had been intim~ltd to him, that there were 
per[ons, iiZ BojlOl1 , who doubted whether he 
!bould not be refrrained by parole from taking 
any part in p~lrli"ment, at leafi, when Ameri· 
ca was concerned; that he came to an expla. 
nation with thofe entrllfied with the [enti­
lJlents and powers of the congrefs; and de­
clared, that if fuch rei1raint was intended, he 
would remain and die in th;-:t country, rather 
than return home-The idta was abolilhed; 
nay, more, it lva~ expreffed, that the friends 
(If the congref~ conceived rather advantage 
than injury from the Ceneral's prefence in par­
bment; that they wilhed for peace upon pro­
per terms; that" thcJ were perfuilded, the Ge. 
neral, as a man of humanity, wiihed the fame; 
that they believed he had honour to fpeak 
truth; and that truth would conduce to thJt 
defirable end. 

After this explanation, ~1r. VtTedderburne 
acknowledged no doubts remained upon the 
Genecll's rights; and the houfe were unani .. 
inous in the [arne opinion. 

FIN I S. 


