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TO THE
RIGHT HONOURABLE
WILLIAM PITT, Efg

One of his MaJEsTY’s principal Secretaries of State,

SIR,

L'THO' it may appear a great degree of
boldnefs in me, to attempt the placing

this fhort accourit of my Lire under your Pa-
tronage, by affixing your name thereto; yet,
however obfcure the author may be, the fubjet
handled may not altogcther be unworthy of
your notice. Herein is exhibited, in a concife
manner, a fcene of many barbarities, and un-
heard of cruelties, exercifed by the favage Indi-
ans, inftigated by the treacherous French, in
America, upon many innocent families, fparing
ncither the aged, nor the moft tender infants.
Thefe relations, Sir, are genuine; many of them
I was an eye-witnefs to, and fome of them I
was the fubje@ of. ‘The ftation you are placed
in, the integrity of your views, the depth of
your penetration in proje&ing {chemes to diftrefs
the common foe, and your unwearied diligence
i
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in the execution thereof, in fupport of our righis
and privileges as men and Chriftians, have juftly
rendered you famous, and made me defirous of
appearing cloathed with your protection.

May the great God, who over-rules all events,
blefs you in your undertakings, and grant fuc-
cefs to your honeft, fincere and tnwearied ens
deavours to fave a {inking naton from ruin;
and continue you long at the helmi of affairs,
Tor the cood of thele nations; is, and thall be

he carnelt prayer of,

e

S I K,

Your moft obedient,
wid moft bumble fervant,

PETER WILLIAMSON.

Domeftic frife; and party rage forego,

Collect vour firength, and urge it on the foe.

See ! PEnsvLvania bleeds in eviry vein,

Her houfes ravag’d, and her children flain !

Hear her to arms her parent country call,

Left both fhould perifh in one common fall,

Roufe, Britois, roufe from foth and dull delays :
Be what you wers in Axng’s and EDwarD’s days !



FRENCH and INDIAN CavuELTY.

H E feader is not here to expel a lqrge and ufe:
lefs detail of the tranfal&ions of late years, in
that part of the world, where, &ver fince my
mf'qncy, it has been my misfortune to have ]lVPd Was
itin my power indeed, to fet off with pempous dl&mn,
and embellifh with artificial d@fcnpuorxx, what has {o in-,
grofled the attention of Eur ope, as well as the feenes of
action for fome years paft, perhaps 1 might; but, my
poor pen, being wholly unfit for {uch a tafk, and never
otherwife employed than juft for my own affaits and
-amufemernt, while I had the plmfure of living tmnqml
and undifturbed ; T muft beg leave to defift from fuch
an attempt ; al’ld if fuch is expe&ed from me, claim the
indulgenice of that p'ardon which is néver refufed to
ﬂloﬁ incapacitated of performing what i v be defired
of them. And, as a plain; 1mpart1a1 and fuccin& nar-
rative of my own fife and various vicifTirudes of fortune;
is all T fhall aim ar, T fhall herein confine myf{elf to
plain fimple tmm, and, in the dxé“mtee rcfultmg frony
an honeft heart, give the reader no other ehtertainment
then what fhall be matter of faét; and of fuch things
as have 181131117 huPPCﬂtd to m2, or come to My own
knowledge, in the {phere of life, in which it has been
my lot to be placed. Net, but I hope I may be allow=

2d, now and then, to Cﬁlry on my narrative frcm the
- sndor-
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jinformations I have received of fuch things as relate to
my defign, though they have not been denc or tranfacted
in my prefence.

It being ufual in narratives like this, to give a fhort
account of the author’s birth, education, and juvenile
exploits, the fame being looked upon s 2 necefliry, or
at leaft fatisfaltory piece of information to the curious
and mqu'ftlve reader; 1 {hall, witheut bmllmg of a fa-
ml‘y 1 am no way ]ﬂtlt]f“d to, or recounting adventiires
in my youth, to which I was entirely a {lrarger, ina
fhort manner, will Q;ranfy fuch CL.r'oﬁ)/, not cApné‘cmq,
as 1 {aid before, to be admired for that eiegance of fiile
and profufion of words, fo univerfally made ufe of in
details and hifltories of thofe adventurers, who have of
late years obliged the world with their ancedotes and
memoirs; and which have had {carce any other cxif=
tence than in the brains of a bookfeiler’s or printer’s
Garreiteer; who, from fewer incidents, and lefs fur-
prizing matter than will be found in this fhort narrative,
have been, and are daily enabled, to {pin and work out
their eleborate performances to three or four volumes.
That I, like them, }ubmn this for {upport, is true, bm
as T am too fenfible, the major part of mankind will
g:ve much more to a bookfeller, to be in the fafbion,

fatisty their curiofity, in having or reading a new
puf“cd ofl hiftory or novel, than to a real (:UJL& of dif~
teefs, for an accurare and fuithful account of a ferizs of
misfortunes, 1 have thought it more advifeable to con-
fine myfeif as to fize and price, than by making o larger
volume, mlﬁ that alfiftance zmd relief, of which 1 at pre-
fent am in {o great need.

Fnow, the rcforL, that I was born in Hirnlay, n the
parith of /’0}728 and county of Aberdeen, North-
Britain; if not of rich, Ve of rrpmabl parents, who
fupported me in the bul‘ manner they could, as long

: as
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as they had the happinefs of having me under. their
infpection ;  but fawally for me, and to their great
grict, as it afterwards proved, T was {ent ro Jive with
an aunt at Aberdeen, where, at eight years of age,
playing on the key, with orhers of my companions, be-
ing ot a ftout robult conftitution, I was taken notice of
by two fellows belonging to a veflel in the harbour,
employed (as the trade then was) by fome of the worth
merchants of the town, in that villainous and execrable
pratice, called #idnapping ; thatis, ftealing young chil-
dren from their parents and t"elling them as {laves in the
plantations abroad. Being marked out by thofe mon-
fters of Impiety as their prey, I was eafily csjoled on
board the fhip by them, where 1 was no fooner got, -
than they condudted me between the decks, to fome
others they had kidnapped in the fame manner. At
that time, I had no fenfe of the fate that was deflined
for me, and fpent the time in childith amufements with
my fellow fufferers in the fleerage, being never fuffered
to go upon deck whillt the vellel lay in the harbour;
~ which was ’all fuch a time os they had got in their load-
ing, with a complement of unhappy youths for carry-
ing on their wicked commerce,
In about 2 month’s tine ihe fhip fee-fail for Ameri-
ca. 'The treatment we met with, and the trifling inci-
“dents which happened during the voyage, I, hope 1 may
be excufed from relating, as not being, at that tme, of
an age {ufficient to remark any thing more than what
mult occur to every one on fuch an occafion. How-
ever, 1 cannot forget, that when we arrived on the
coalt, we were deftined for, a hard gale of wind fprung
up from the S. E. and to the captain’s great [urprize,
(he not thinking he was near Jand) although having been
eleven weeks on the paffage; abour 12 o'clock at night
the fhip firuck on a fand-bank, of Cape May, near the
capes of De-lg-ware, and to the great terror and afffight

A 2 of
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m the fhip’s company, in a {inall tme, was .Jmol’f full

f water,  The boat was theu hoil LLd out, into which
the captain, and his feliow villains, the crew, got with
fome difficulty, leaving me ard my deluded comp.unons
to perifh; as they then mmrally concluded  inevis
table death ro be our fate. Often in my diftreiles and
miferies fincs, hayve § wifhed that fuch had been the con-
fequence, when i in a flate of innocence ! but prowdcncgs
thought proper to relerye me for future trials of its
«foodnefs, "T'hus abandoned and deferted, withour the
leah profpedt of relief, but threatened every moiment
with death, did thefz villains Jeave us. The cries, the
{hrieks and tears of a parcel ufmfants had ro efieét on,
or caufed the lealt remorfe, in the brﬁ'aﬁs of thefe mer-
ulefs wrctchgs. bc:uce can I fay, to which to give the
pr'eference whether, to {uch zs thefe, who have had

the op} Jortun]ty of Lnowmg the Chriftian re]xglon, or to
the ﬁwages hercm after deferibed, who profane not the
gofpel, or boalt of " humaniry ; and if they a& in a more
brum‘ and batcheny manner, yet us to their enemies,
for he fale of plunder and the rewards offered them ;
for their prmc;w s are alike; the loye of fordid muw
being both their motives, The Ihlp being on a fand-
bank, which did not give way to let her deener, we lay
in the fame deplorabl\, condition ’till morning ; when,
though we faw the land of C’a]:'e May, at about a mile’s
1 iftance, we knew not what would be our fate,

"Fhe wind ag length abated, and the captain (unwil-
ling to lofe all her cargo) about 10 o’clogk, fent fome
of his crew in a boat to the fhip’s fide to brmg us on
fhore, where we hy, in a {ort of a camp, made of the
fails of the veflel,” and’ fuch other things as they could
wet.  The provifions lafted us until we were taken in
by a veflel bound to Philadelphia; lying on this iftand,
a5 well 22 1 can recolle®, near three weeks,  Very lis

tle
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tle of the cargo was faved undamaged, and the veffel
intrely [oft. , ‘

Whea arrived end landed at Philadelphia, the capi-
tal of Penfylvania,, the captain had {oon people enongh
who came to buy us. He making the moft of his vil-
lainous Joading, after his difalter, fold us at about 16/,
per head.  What became ef my unhappy companions,
I nevtr knew; buc it was my lot to be fold to one of
my countrymen, whofe name was Hugh #ilfon, a
Dorth-Britain, for the term of feven years, who had
in his youth undergone the fame fate as myfelf; having
been kidnapped fromy St. Fobnfioun in Scotland.  As
fhail often have oceafion to mention I’ hiladelphia dur-
ing the courfe of my adventures, I fhallin this place
give a fhort and concife defeription of the fineft city ia
America, and ope of the beft laid out in the world.

"This city would have been a capital fit for an cmipire,
had ir keen buile and inhabited according to the proprie-
tor’s plan.  Confidering its late foundation, ’tis a large
city, and moft commodioufly fituated between De-/a-
ware and Schuylkill, twe navigable rivers. The former

eing two milos broad, and navigable 300 miles for {mall
veflels. It extends in length two miles from one river
to-the other, There are eight long ftreets two miles in
lengrly, cut at right angles by fixiecn others, of coc
mile in lewgth, all firait and fpacious. The houfes re
ftately, very aumerous, (being near zo00) and flill in-
-creafing, and all carried on regularly according to the
feft plan. T bas two fronts on the water, one on the
caft-lide facing the Schuyibill, and that on the weft
facing the De¢-la-ware. The Schuylkill being naviga-
ble 8oo miles above the falls, the ecaftern part is mot}
populous, where the ware-houfes, fome three ftories
high, and wharfs are numerous and convenient, Al
the houfes have large orchards and gardens belonging 1o
them, The merchants that refide here are numerous
“ e

and
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~and weaithy, many of them keeping their coaches &,
In the centre of the city there 13 a fpace of ten acres,
whereon are - built the flate- 1011!(—:, market-houle, and
fchool-houfe. The former isbuil of brick, and hasa pri-
{or under it. The {trects have their names trom the {eve-
ral forts of dmber common in Penfylvania; as Mulberry-
Sireet, Sajfafras-jirect, Chefuut-firect, Deach-ftreet, and
Cedar-ftrect. "The oldeft chiurch 1 C/)rzﬂf v’/JWC/J,
and has a numerous congregation ; but the major part of

the inhabitants, beiag at firlt Quakers, {hill continue fo,
Who have feveral Meeting-houfes, and may not impro-
perly be called the church as by law eftablifl’d, being
the originals. T'he¢ is beautiful, and 200 teet Iqum'e,
to which a fhxp of 200 tons may lay her broad fide. As
the advantages this city may boaft of, has rendered it
one of the beft rrading towns out of the Britifb empire;
fo in all probabi!iry 1t will increafe 1in commerce and
riches, if not prevented by party fation, and religious
feuds, which of late years have made it fuffer confider-
ably.  The affemblies and courts of judicature are held
here, as in all capitals, "The French have no city like
it in all America.

Happy was my lot in falling into my countryman’s
power, as he was, coatrary to many others of his cal-
ling, a buman, worthy, honeft man. Having ro chil-
dren of his own, and commiferating my unhappy con-
dition, he took great care of me me 1 was fir for bu-
finels; and abour the 12th year of my age, {et me about
Yittle m“les; in which ftacz 1 continued antl my 14th
year, when I was more fir for harder work. During
fuchmy 1dle f’mte, {ecing ny Fellow fervants often read-
ing aad wri ting, it wcupd in me an inclination to learn,
Wmch I inn nacod to my mafter, telling him, 1 fhould be
very willing to ferve a year lomp than the contraét, by
which I was bound obliged me, if be would indulge me
i going o fchool; this he readily agreed to, fiving,

That
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That winter would be the beft time. Tt being then fum-
mer; I waited with impatience for the other {cafon; bue
to rmke fome progrels in my defign, I got a pnmmen
and learn’d as much frem my fellow fervants as I could.
At {chool, where I went every winter for five years, T
hade a rolerable proficiency, and have ever fince been
improving myfelf at leifure hours.  With this good maf-
ter, I continued till T was feventeen years old, " when he
died, and as a reward for my faithful felwce left me
200 /, currency, which was then about 120 / fierling,
his beft horfe, faddle, and all his wearing ppanl
Bc‘m now my own maiter, having money in my poc-
ket, and all other neceffarics, I emp;oyed noylelf in
o'vbmg about the country, working for any that would
employ me, for near feven years; When thi inking I had
money {ufficient to follow fome better way of life, I re-
- folved to {ettle ; but thought one flep neceffary therero,
was to be married; for which purpefe, I applied to the
daughter of a fubflantal planter, and found my fuit was
not Lmacce}"mble to her, or her father, fo that matters
were foon concluded upon, and we married. My fa-
ther-in-law, in order to eftablith us in the world, in an
eafy, if not affluent manner, made me a deed of gift,
of a tra& of land, that lay (unhappily for me, as it has
fince proved) on the frontiers of the province of Pen-
Silvania, near the forks of De-la-ware, in Berks coun-
ty, containing about 200 acres, 30 of which were well
cleared, and Fit for immediate ule, whereen was a good
houfe and barn. The place pleafmq me well,. I feitled
on it; and tho’ it coft me the major part of my money,
in buying ftock, houfhold furniture, and implements for
out-door work ; and happy as I was in a good wife, yet
dld my fchcny laft me notlong : For about the year 1754,
be Indians, in the French intereft, who had for a long
time before rwqgcd and deflroyed other parts of America
unmolefted, I may very properly fay, began now ro be
verv
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very troublcfome on the frontiers of our pr ovmcw wheie
they generally appeared in fmzll fkuiking pardes, with
fux!m'fs fhoutings, and antic poftures, mﬂPAd of trum-
pets and drums; committing great devattaciens.  The
Penfylvarians Httle imagined at firft, that the Indians
- guilty of fuch outrages aud violences were fome of thofe
who prueuded to be in the Englifb intereft; which a-
Ias! proved to be too rue to mmy of us: Tor iike the
Prench in Europe, without regard to faith of treaties,
m“y fuddenly break outinto frious rapid outrages and
devaflations, but {von retire precipitately, having no ftores
or provifions but whit they meet with in thelr incur(i<
ODS; fome indeed carry a bag with bifewit, or Indiai
corn therein, but not unlefs they have a long march to
thetr deftin’d rlace of adtion.  And thofe French, who
were fent to difpoffels us in that part of the world, bes
ing indefatipable in their duty, and continually contriv-
ing, and u(mcr atl manner of ways and means to win the
Indians to their interet, many of whom bad been roo
negligent, and fometimes, I may fay, cruelly treated Ly
thofe who pretended to be their protectors and friends,
found it no very difficult matter to get over to theéir intc-
reft, many who belonged ro thofe nations in amity with
us: Elpccially as the rewards they gave them were {o
great; they paying for every {calp of an Engli/b perfon

A fhrm‘

Terrxbm and {hiocking to human nature, werd the bar-
bharitics duly committed by the favages, and are not to be
parallel’d o alf the volumes of hiftory ! Scarce did a day
qus but fome unhappy fumily or other fell vitims 1o

reach Chicanery, and favage cruelty. Terrible, indeed!
it proved to me, as well as to many thers; 1 that was
now happy in an eafly flate of life, bletled with an affees
tionate and tender wife, who was pofiefied of all amiable
quulmes to enable me to go through this world with
mat peace and {Crenity of mind, wlndl every Chriftian

wilhes
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wifhes to poflefs, became on a fudden one of the moft
unhappy; and deplorable of mankind; fcarce can I faf~
tain the fhock which for ever recoils on me; at thinking
on laft time of {zeing that good woman ; the fatal 2d of
Oftober, 1754 ; the that day went from home to vifit
fome of her relations, as I ftaid up later than ufual, ex<
pedting her return, none being in the houfe befides my-
felf, how great was my furprize, terror; and affright,
when about 11 o’clock at night, I heard the difinal war-
cry, or war-whoop of the favages; which they make on
fuch occafions, and may be exprefs’d, Aoach; woach,
ba, ha, bach, woach, and to my inexpreflible grief;
{oon found my houfe was attack’d by them; I flew to -
the chamber-window; and perceived them to be twelve
in number. They making feveral attempts to come in;
T afked them what they wanted ? They gave me no an-
fwer, but continued beating; and trying to get the door
open. Judge then the condition I muft be in, knowing
the cruelty, and mercilefs difpofition of thofe favages,
fhould I fall into their lands. T'o efcape which dread=
ful misfortune, having my gun loaded in my hand, I
threaten’d them with death, if they fhould not defift, -
But how vaig and fruitlels are the efforts of one man,
againft the united force of {o many! and of fuch merci-
lefs, undaunted and blood-thirlty mon(ters, as I had heré
to deal with. One of them that could fpeak a little
Fnglif, threatened me in return, ¢ That if T did not
¢ come out, they would burn me alive in the houfe.”?
Telling me farther, what I unhappily perceived; « That
“ they were no friends to the Engli/h, butif 1 would
¢ come out and furrender myfelf prifoner, they would
¢ not kill me.” My terror and diftraction at hearing
this is not to be expre(led by words, nor eafily imagined
by any perfon, unlefs in the fame condition. Litde
could I depend on the promifes of fuch crearures; and
yer, if I did not, inevitable death, by being burnt a-

. -
¢ HVe
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Jive muft be my lot. Diftracted as I was, n fuch de-
plorable circumftances, 1 chofe to rely on the uncertuin=
-ty of their fallacious promifes, rather than meet with
certain death, by rejeting them; and accordingly went
out of my houfe, with my gun in my hand, not knowing
what Tdid, or that T had ir. Immediately on my approaciz
they rufhed on me, like fo many tygers, and inftantly
difarmed me. Having me thus in their power, the mer-
cilefs villains bound me to a tree near the door; they
then went into the houfe and plundered and deftroyed
every thing there was in it, carrying off what moveables
they could; the reft, together with the houle, which.
they fet fire to, was confumed before my eyes. The
Barbarians not fadisfied with this, fet fire to my barn,
ftable, and out-houfts, wherein were about 200 bufhels
of wheat, {ix cows, four horfes, and five fheep, which
underwent the {ame fare, being all intirely confumed to
afhes. During the conflagration, to defcribe the thoughts,
the fears, and mifery that I felt, is utterly impoflible, as
*tis even now to mention what I feel at the remembrance
thereof,

Having thus finithed the execrable bufinefs, about
which they came, onc of the monfters came to me witk
a Tomahaw/* in bis hand, threatening me with the worft
of deaths, if T would not willingly go with them, and
Le contented with their way of Jiving. "This I {eeming-
ly agreed to, promifing to do every thing for them that
lay in my power ; trufting to providence for the time
when T might be delivered out of their hands.  Upon
this they untied me, and gave me a great load o carry o

' my

* A Temalaw!, is a kind of hatchet, made fomething like our
Phiilterer’s hammers, sbout two feet long, handie and all. To rake
up the hatchet (or Tomabanwk) among them, is to declare war. They
generally ufe it after firing their guns, by rofiing on their enemies,
and fraéturing or cleaving their f{oulls with ir, and very feldonz faid
of kiliing at the frlt blow,
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my back, under which I travelled all that night with -
thew, full of the moft terrible apprehenfions, and op-
prefs’d with the greateft anxiety of mind, left my unhap-
py wife thould likewife have fallen a prey to thefe cruel
moniters, At day-break, my infernal mafter ordered
me to lay down my load, when tying my hands again
round a tree with a fmall cord, they forced the blood
out of my fingers ends. They then kindled a fire near
the tree whereto I was bound, which fill’d me with the
moft dreadful agonies conclnding I was going to be made
a facrifice to their barbarity.

"P'his narrative, O reader! may feem dryand tedious to

~you : My miferies and misfortunes, great as they have

been, may be confider’d only as what others have daily
met with for years paft; yet, on reflection, you can’t help
indulging me in the recital of them : For to the unfortu-
nate and diftrefs’d, recounting our miferies, is, in fome
fort, an alleviation of them.

Permit me therefore to proceed; not by recounting
to you the deplorable condition I then was in, for that
is more than can be defcribed to you, by one who
thought of nothing lefs than being immediately put to
death in the moft excruciating manner thefe devils could
invent. 'The fire being thus made, they for fome time

~danced round me after their manner, with various odd
motions and antic geltures, whooping, hollowing, and
crying, in a frighttul manner, as it is their cuftom.
Having fatisfied themfelves in this fort of their mirth,
they proceeded in a more trogical manner; taking the
burning coals and fticks, flammng with fire at the ends,
holding them near my face, head, hands, and feet, with
a deal of monftrous pleafure and fatisfadtion ; and at the
fame tme threatening to burn me intirely, if I made
the leaft noife or cried out : "This tortured as I was, al-
moft to death, I fuffered their brutal pleafure without
being allowed to vent my inexpreflible anguith othegwifg
2 than
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than by fledding Glent tears; even which, when thefg
inhuman tormentors obferved, with a fhecking pleafure
and slaceity, they would take frefh ccals, and apply
near my eyes, telling me my face was wet, and that
they would dry it for me, which indeed they cruelly
did. How T underwent thefe rortures I have here faint-
ly deferibed, has been matter of wonder to me many
times; but God enzbled me to wait with more than com-
mon patience for a deliverance I daily prayed for.

Having at length fatisfied their brutal piealure, they
fat down rouad the fire, and realted their meat, of
which they had robbed my dweiling. When they had
prepared it, and fadsfied their voracious appetites, they
offered fome to me; though it is ealily imagined T had
but little appetite to eat, afier the tortures and miferies L
had undergone; yet, was I forced to feem pleafed with
what they offered me, left by refufing it, they had again
reaffumed their bellith practices.  What L could not eat,
I contrived to get between the bark and the tree, where
I was fixed, they having unbound my hands till they
imagined I had eut 2ll they gave me; bur, then, they
again bound me as before ; in which deplorable conditi-
on was I forced to continue all that day. When the
fun was fet, they put out the fire, and covered the afheg
with leaves, as is their ufual cuftom, that the white peo-
ple might not difcover any traces or figns of their hav-
ing been there.

Thus had thefe barbarous wretches finithed their firft
diabolical piece of work ; and fhocking as it may feem
to the humane Englij]; heart, yet what 1 underwent,
was bur t:ifling, in comparifon to the torments and mife«
sics which I was afterwards an eye-witnefs of being in-
flicted on others of my unhappy-fellow creatures.

_ Going from thence along by the river Sufquehanc

for the fpace of fix miles, loaded as I was before, we ar=

sived at a fpot near the Apalachian mountains, or Blue-
' Hills,
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Hills, where they hid their plunder under logs of
wood.----And, oh, fhocking to relate! from thence did
thefe hellifh monfters proceed to a neighbouring houle,
occupied by one Facob Snider, and his unhappy fami-
ly, confifting of his wife, five children, and a yourg
man his fervant.  They foon got admittance into the
unfortunate man’s houle, where they immediately wirh-
out the leaft remorfe, and with more than butal cruclty,
Jfealped * the tender parents and the unhappy children ;
Nor could the tears, the fhrieks, or cries of thefe un-
happy viéims prevent their horrid maflacre : For hav-
ing thus fcalped them, and plundered the houfe of eve-
ry thing that was moveable, they fet fire to the fame,
where the poor creatures met their final doom amidit the
. flames, the hellifh mifcreants flanding at the door, or
as near the houfe as the flames would permit them, re-
jolcing, and echoing buck in their diabolical manner, the
piercing cries, heart-rending groans, and paternal and
affe@ionate {oothings, which iffued from this moft horrid
facrifice of an innocent family. Sacrifice! I think I may
properly call it, to the agrandizing the ambition of a king,
who wrongly ftiles himfelf Adoff Chrifiian.  For,
had thefe favages been never tempted with the alluring
bait of all-powerful gold, myfelf as well as hundreds of
others, might {till have lived moft happily in our ftations.
If Chriftians countenance, nay, hire thofe wretches, to
‘ live

* Scalping, is taking off the {kin from the top of the head ; which
they perform with along knife that they hang round their neck, and
" always carry with them. They cut the fkin round as much of the
head as they think proper, fometimes quite round from the neck and
forchead, then take it in their fingers and pluck it off, aud often
leave the unhappy creatures fo ferved to die in a moft miferabie
manner. Some who are not cut too deep in the temples or {cull live
in horrid torments many hours, and fometimes a day or two aftey.
The fcalps, or fkins thus taken off, they preferve-and carry home ix
griumph, where they receive, a3 is faid before, a confiderable fum
forevery one,



T4 T LITFE

five in a continual repetition of plunder, rapine, mur-
der, and conflagration, in vain, are miffionaries fent, or
fums expended for the propagation of the gofpel. Bur,
thefe fentiments, with many others, muit before the
end of this narrative occur to every humane heart.-----
Therefore to proceed ; Not contented with what thefe
infernals had already done, they {lll continued their in-
ordinate villainy, in making a general conflagration of
the barn and flables, together, with all the corn, hor-
fes, cows, and cvery thing en the place.

Thinking the young man belonging to this unhappy
family, would be of fome fervice to them, in carrying
part of their hellifh-acquired plunder, they fpared his
lite, and loaded him and myfelf with what they had®
here got, and again marched to the Blue-Hills where
hey {towed their goods as bafore. My fellow-fufferer
could not long bear the cruct trearment which we were
both obliged to fuffer, and complaining bitterly to me,
of his being unable to proceed any farther, I endea-
voured to confole him, as much as lay in my power, to
bear up under his affliCtions and wait with patience, ’dll
by the divine afliltance, we fhould be delivered out of
their clutchets; but all in vain, for he ftill continued
his moans and tears, which one of the favages perceiv-
ing, a3 we travelled on, inflantly came up to us, and
with his fomahawt, gave him a blow on the head, which
felled the unhappy youth to the ground, where they
immediately fealped and left him.  The fuddennefs of
this murder, fhocked me to that degree, that I wasina
manner like a ftatue, being quite motionlefs, - expedting
ry fate would foon be the fame : However, recovering
my diftralted thoughts, I diffembled the unealinefs and
anguith which 1 felt as well as I could from the Barba-
rians; but {lill, {uch was the terror T was under, that
for fome time I fcarce knew the days of the week, or
what I did; fo that at this period, life did, indeed be-

come
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come a burthen to me, and I regretted my being faved
from my firft perfecutors, the failors.

"The horrid faét being compleated, they kept on thev'
courfe near the moumams, where they lay fkulking four
'~ or five days, rejoicing at the plunder and flore they-had

got,  When provifions became fcarce, they made their
- way towards Sufguebanna; where, fiill to add to the ma-
nybarbarities they had already commltted pafling near
another houfe, inhabited by an unhappy old man, whofe
name was Fobn Adams, with his wife and four fmall
children; and meeting with no refiftance, they immedi-
ately fca;ped the unhfeppy wife and her four children,
before the good old man’seyes. Inhuman and horrid as
this was! it did not fatate them; for when they had
murdered the poor woman, they afted with her in fuch
a brutal manner, as decency, or the remembrance of the
crime, will not permit me to mention; and this even,
before the unhappy husband; who, not being able te
avoid the fight, and mcapable of affording her the leaft
rehe{, intreated them to put an end to his miferable bea
ing; but they were as deaf, and regardlels ro the tears,
prayers, and intreaties of this venerable fufferer, as
they had becn to thofe of the others, and procceded n
their hellifh purpofe of burning and deftroying his houfe,
» barn, corn, hay, cattle, and every thing the poor man
a few hours 'before was mafter of. Having faved wha
they thought proper from the flames, t‘uy oave the old
man, feeble, weak, and in the milerable condition he
then was, as well as my{elf, burtheas to carry, and Joad-
ing themfelves likewife with bread and meat, purfued
their j journey on towards the Great Swamp ; where be-
ing arrived, they lay for e;ght or nine dnys, {ometimes
diverting themfelves, in exerciling the moft atrocious
and barbarous cruelties on their unhappy victim, the old
min : fornetimes they would ftrip him naked, and painz
him all over with various {orts of colours, which they
‘ . extralad,
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extraled, or made from herbs and roots: at other times
they would pluck the white hairs from his vencrable
head, and tauntingly tel} him, He was a jool for living
Jo long, and that they fhould fhew bim kindnefs in pzzt-
sing bim out of the world : to all which, the poor crea-
ture could not vent his fighs, his tears, his moans, and
intreaties, that to my aﬁrlghtgd imagination, were cnough
to penetrate a heart of adamant, and {often the moft ob-
durate favage. In vain, alas! were all his tears, for dai-
Iy did they tire themfelves with the varions means they
tried to torment him; fometimes tying bim to a tree,
and whippinr“ him, at others, {fcorching bis furrowed
cheeks, with red-hot coals, and burmpg his legs, quite
to the knees: but the good old man inftead of repining,
or wickedly arraigning the divine juftice, like many
others, in fuch cafes; even in the greateft agonies, in=
ceffantly otfered up his prayers ‘to the Alm.guty, with
the moft fervent thankf@mnqq for his former mercies,
and hoping rthe flames, then furrounding and burning
his aged limbs, would foon fend him to the blifsful mans
fions of the ]Jf to be a partaker of the bleflings there.
And, hmn'r {uch his pious ejaculations, his infernal
plagues would come round him, mimicking his heart-
rending groans, and piteous wailings.  One night after
he had been thus tor mented, whilft he and 1 were fitting
together, condoling each other at the misfortunes and
miferies we daily (uffered, twenty-five other Indians ar-
rived, bringing with them twenty fcalps and three prifon-
ers who had 1mhanp1 y fallen into their hands in Canno-
cojigge, o timali town near the river Su/guebanna, chleﬁy
Jnhabited by the Jri/b. Thefe prifoners gave us fome
fhocking accounts of the murders and deva®ations com-
mitted in their parss.  The various and complicated ac-
tions of thefe Barbarians weuld mtvrc‘/ fill a large vo-
Tume; but what I hove already wntten, with a few
other 1nltances which I fhall {ele® from their informa-

ton.
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tion, will enable the reader 1o guefs at the horrid treat-
ment the Fngli/h, and Indians, in their intereft, have
fuffered for many years paft. T fhall therefore only
mention in a brief manner thofe that {uffered near the
fame time with mylelf. This party, who now joined
us, had it not, I found, in their power, to begin their
wickednefs as foon as thofe who vifited my habiration ;
the firft of their tragedies being on the 25th day of Oc-
tober, 1754, when Fobn Lewis, with his wife, and
three fmall children, fell facrifices to their cruelry, and
were miferably fcalped and murdered; his houfe, barn,
and every thing he pofleffed, being burnt and deftroyed.
On the 28th, Facob Miiler, with his wife, and fix of
his family, togcther, with every thing on his plantation,
underwent the fame fate. The goth, The houfe, mill,
barn, twenty head of cattle, two teems of horfes, and
‘every thing belonging to the unhappy George Folte,
met with the like treatment; himfelf, wife, and all his
miferable family, confifting of nine in number, being
inhumanly fcalped, then cut in pieces, and given-to the
{wine, which devoured them. I fhall give another in-
ftance of the numberlefs and unheard-of barbarities they
related of thefe favages, ‘and proceed to their own tra-
gical end. In fhort; one of the fubftantial traders, be-
Jonging to the province, having bufinefs that called him
fome miles up the country, feil into the hands of thefe
devils, who not only fralped him, but immediately
roafted him, before he was dead; then like Canibals,
for want of other food, eat his whole body, and of his
head, rhade what they called an Jndian pudding,.
‘From thefe few inftances of favage cruelty, the de-
plorable fituation of the defencelefs inbabitants, and what
they hourly fuffer’d in that part of the globe, muft firike
the utmoft horror to a human foul, and caufe in every
breaft the utmoft deteftation, not only, againft the au-
thors of fuch wugic feenes, but againft thofe, who thre

pete
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perfidy, inattention, or pufillanimous and erroneous prin-
ciples, fuflered thefe favages at firft, vorepcil’d, or even
unmolefted, to commit fuch outrages and ncredible de-
predations and murders. For no torments, no barbaritiés
that can be exercifed on the human facrifices, they get
into their power, are left untried or omitred.

The three priloners that were brought with thefe ad-
ditional forces, conftandy repining at their lot, and al-
moft dead with their excellive hard trearment, contrived
at laft to make their efcape; but ‘being far from their
own fettlements, and not knowing the country, were
foon after met by fome others of the tribes, or nations,
at war with us, and brought back to their diabolical
mafters, who greatly rejoiced at having them again in
their infernal power. "The poor creatures, almoft fa-
mifhed for want of {uftenance, having had none during
the time of their elopment; were no fooner in the clutch-
=3 of the barbarians, two of them were tied to a tree, and
a great fire made round them, where they remain’d till
they were terribly feorch’d and burnt; when one of the
villains with his {calping knife, ript open their bellies,
tool out thoiv intrails; and burnt them before their eyes, |
whilt the vuters were cutting, piercing, and tearing the
flefh from their breafts, hands, arms, and legs, with red-
hot irons, “6ill they were dead. 'The third unhappy vic-
tim, was referved a few hours Jonger, to be, if poflible,
facrificed in a more cruel manner ; his arms were tied
clofe to his body, and a hole being dug, deep enough
for him to ftand upright, he was put therein, and earth
ram’d, and beat in, all round his body up to his neck,
fo that his head only appear’d above ground; they then
fcalp’d him, and there let him remain for three or four
hours, in the greateft agonics; after which they made a
{mall fire near his head, caufing him to fuffer the moft
excruciating torments imaginable ; whilft the poor crea-
ture could only cry for mercy in killing him immediate-

ly,
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!/, for his brains were boiling in his head: Inexorable to
all his p} ints, they Commued the fire, whilft fhocking to
behold ! his eyes guﬂ1 d ourt of their {ockets; and fuch
agonizu“, terments did the unhappy creature {uffer for
near two hours, till he wus qulte dead ! They then cut
off his head, and buried it with the other bodies ; my t'lﬂ:
being to dig the graves, which feeble and terrified as 1
was, “the dread of {uffering the fame fate, enabled me to
do. T fhall not here takg Up the readers time, 1n vain-
ly a:tempung to defcribe what I felt on fuch an occafi-
on, but continue my narrative, as more equal to my

IhtlcS

A great {fnow now fallmcr, the Barbarians were a lit-
tle warf‘wl left the white people fhould by their traces,
find out their fkulking retreats, which obliged them to
make the beft of their way to their winter-guariers, about
200 miles farther from any plantations or inhabitants;
where, after alongand tedious jonrney, beingalmoft ftarv-
ed, T arrived with this infernal crew.  The place where
we were to reft, in their tongue, is called ./z’/awz?ngm
There { found a number of //zmvam; * full of their
women and children.  Dancing, imr*mg, and 1Looung},
were their general amufements; and inall - ir feftivals.
and dances, they relate what fuccefles they have had, and
what damages they have {uftuined in their expeditions :
In which T became part of their theme. T'he feverity
of the cold increafing, they {lript me of my cloaths for
their own ufe, and gave me fuch as they ufually wore
rthemfelves, being a piece of blanker, a pair of Adgg-
ganes, or fhoes, with a yard of coarfe cloth, to put
round me inftead of breeches. To delcribe their drefs
and manner of living may not be alrogether unacceptable

D 2 ) to

% [Wigwams, are the names they give their houfes, which are no

more th:m little huts, made, wirh lhrec or four fork’d {rakes drove

into the ground, and cover'd with deer or other skins 3 or for want
of them with large leaves and earth,
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1o fome of my veaders, but as the fize of this book will
n0tpermh[nétobe{b]xwﬂcuhrusllngﬁtodmrwﬂébe,
I fhall jutt obferve, ‘

That they in general, wear a white blanker, which
in war-time they paint with various figures; but particu-
larly the leaves of trees, in order to deceive their ene-
- mies when in the woods. "Their Mogganes are made of
deer-fkins, and the beft fort have them bound round the
edges with little beads and ribbands.  On their legs they
wear pieces of blue cloth for {teckings, for 7 ag like
our foldiers {patter-dafhes; they reach highe, than their
knees, but not lower than their ancles; they efteem them
ealy ro run in.  Breeches they never wear, but infiead
thereof, two pieces of linen, one before. and another
behind.  The better {ore have thirts of the fineft linen
they can get, and to thole fome wear ruffles; but thefe
they never put on, till they have painied them of various
colours, which they get from the Pecone root, and bark
of trees, and never puli them off to wafh, but wear them,
1ill they fall in pieces. They are very proud, and take
great delight in wearing wrinkets; fuch as filver plates
round their wrifls and necks, with feveral firings of
Hampum (which is made of cotton, interwove wich peb-
bles, cockle-fhells, ¢y down to their breafts; and
from their ears and nofes they have rings and beads, -
which hang dangling an inch or two. The men have
no beards, to prevent which, they ufe certain inftru-
ments gnd tricks as foon as it begins to grow. The hair
of their heads is managed differcmly, fome pluck out
and deftroy all, except a lock hanging from the crown
(zf the head, which they interweave with 77 ampum and
teathers of various colours. The women wear it very
long, twifted down their backs, with beads, -feathers, -
and /¥ ampum; and on their heads moft of them wear
fittle coronets of brafs or copper; round their middle

they
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they wear a blanket inflead of a petticoar.  The females
are very chafle, and conftant to their husbands; and if
any yourg n maiden thould happen to have a chﬂd before
marriage, The is never elteemed afterwards.  As for their
food, they get it chiefly by hunting and fhooting, and
boil, broil, or roaft all the meat they eat. Their fland-
ing-dith confilts of fndian corn {oak’d, then bruis’d and
boil’d over a gentle fire, for ten or twelve hours. Their
bread is likewife made of this, wild oats or fun-Howes
feeds. Sct meals they never regqrd but eat when they
are hungry. Their gun, Tomabawk, {calning knife,
powder and fhot, are “all they have to carry with them
in time of war; bows and arrows being feldom uled by
them, They generally in war decline open engage-
ments ; bufh-fighting or fkulking is their difcipline ; and
they are brave when engaged, having great fortitude in
enduring tortures and death. No people have a greater
Jove of hberty, or affcétion to their relanona, but thcy
are the moft implacably vindiflive people upon the earth,
for they revenge the death of any relation, or great afu
front, whenever occafion prefents, let the diftance of
time or place, be never fo remote : To all which I may
add, what the reader has already obferved, that they are
inhumanly cruel.  But, fome other nations might be
more happy, if, in fome infances, they copied them, and
made wife conduct, courage, and perfmuz/ﬁrehgm, the
chief recommendations For war- captfuns or ¥ erowances,
as they call them. In times of peace, they vifit the
plantations inhabited by the Whites, to whom, they fell
bafkets, ladles, fpoons, and other fuch trifles, which they
arc very expert in making. When night comes, if admit-
ted into any houfe, they beg leave to ly down by the fire
fide, chufing that placb rather than.any ocher, which 1s
{eldom refuf ed them, if {ober, for then they arz honelt;
but if drunk, are very dangerous and troublefome,
people enoagh are not in the houle to quell them. \EJ?F

wonld
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would they at any dme be guilty of fuch barbarous de-
predations as they are, did not rhofe calling themlelves
Chriftians, intice them thereto with {trong liquors, which
they are vaftly fond of;; as well as by the pecuniary re-
wards which they give for the fcalps. If ambition can-
not be gratified, or fuperiority obtained, otherwife than
Ly the deaths of thoulands; would it not, 1n thofe who
feek fuch-airy phantoms, and are fo inordinately fond of
their fellow crearures lives, {avour a little more of huma-
nity to have them kill’d inftanily, and, (if they muft have
proofs of murder) fealp’d afterwards 2 than by allowing
and encouraging {uch mercilefs treatment, render them-
felves as cbnosious, cruel, and barbarous, to a human
mind, as the very favages themfelves. Howcever, they
fometimes fufler by their plots and chicanery laid for the
deflruction of others ; it often happening that the trad-
ers or emiflaries fent to allure them to the exccation of
their {chemes, righdy fall vi®ims themfclves; for, as
they always carry with them horfe-loads of rum, which
the Judians are fond of, they foon get drunk, quarrel-
fome, and wicked, and, in their fury, often kill and de-
ftroy their tempters. A juft reward for their wicked de-
figns ! Nay, it has fuch an effeét on them, that when fo
intosicated, they even burn and confume all their own
effedts, beating, wounding, and {ometimes killing their -
wives and children: Bur, in difputes among themielves,
when fober, they are very tenacious of decorum, never
allowing more than one to fpeak at a time. Prophane
fwearing they know not in their own language how
to exprefs, but are very fond of the French and Eng-
Iifb oaths.

The old people, who are by age and infirmities ren-
dered incapable of being ferviceable to the community,
they put out of the world in a barbarous and extraordi-
nary manner; an inftance of which, I had, whilt among
them, an opportunity of {eeing pradtifed on an old Indi-

an



Of Perer WiLriamsox. 23
an. Hebeing, through age, feeble and weak, and his
eyes faling him, fo that he was unable to get his living
either by hunting or fhooting; he was {ummoned ro ap-
pear before fcvu al of the lequmg ones, who were to be
his judges.  Before whom being come, and having no-

thing to fay for himfelf, (as how indeed could he prov
lnmidf to be young ) tl‘f‘y very formally, and with a
feeming decree of com}m 00, pa a{fed {entence on him-
to be put ro death. his was foon after executed on
him in the following manaer: Hec was tied naked to a
tree, and a boy who was to be his cxecutioner, ftood
ready with a zomabawt in his hands, to beat his brains
out: but when the young monfter came to infli&t the
fentence, he was fo fhort of flature that he could not
lift ¢he tomabawk high enongh; upon which, he was
held up by fome others, a great concourfe being prefent;
and h(*n, though the young devil laid on with all his
ftrength, he was not for fome time able to fradture the
old man’s fcull, fo that it was near an hour before he
was dead. Thus are they from their youth inured to
barbarity! ‘
When they found no remains of life in him, they put
bim into a hole dug in the ground for that purpofe, in
which he ftood upright. ]ntc his left-hand they puran
cld gun, and hung a {mall powder horn and fhort- bag
about his ﬂloulder», and a ftrmg of wampum round lns
neck ; and into his rlght -hand, a litle filk purie with a
bit of money in it; then filled the hole round, and co-
vered him over wuh earth. This [ found to be the ufual
manner of treating the old of both fexes; only that the
women are killed by young ¢irls, and put into the
ground with nothing but a ladle in ene hand, and a wood-
en difh in the other.
They are very {tri& in pnmﬂlmﬂr offenders, Cﬂwecml- '
ly fuch as commit crimes uqmm any of the royal fami-

lies. They never hang any; but thefe fentenced to
d\,?x[]—'
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death are generally bound to a ftake, ard a great fire

made round them; but not [0 near as to burn theouim-
mediately, for they fometimes remain rouuing in the
middle of the fames for two or three days befure they
are dead.

After this long digreflion, it is tine to rs Lum to the
detail of my own aﬂ%ws ---At LAlamingo was 1 kept near
two months, untl the fhow was off the cround. A
fong time to be among(t fuch creatures, and naked as 1
ahno(‘t was ! Whatever thoughts I might h'm, of making
my efcape, to carry them inro execution wos mmra&l-
cabI being {o far from any plantations or wme peo-
pic, zmd the {evere weather rer wdering my hmbs ina
manner quite fiff and motionlefs; however, 1 contriy-
ed to defend myfelf againft the inclemency of the wea-
ther as well as I could, by making mylfelf a Iictle uzg-
wamy with the bark of the trees, covering the fame wi th

earth, which made it refemble a cave: and to prevent
the ill efleéis of the cold which penetrated inro it, I was
forced to _{Pep a UOOd fire always near the door.

Thus did I for near two months endure fuch hard-
thips of cald and hunger as had hitherto been unknown
tome. Myl bmv of going about, was, indeed, more
than T couid hav e\pa@n d, but they well knew the im-
pradticability of my eloplné from them. Secing me out-
wardly eafy and fnbmiilive, they wonld formetimes give
me a lirtde meat, bur my chief food was Indian corn,
dreffed as L have sbove deferibed. Notwithftanding fuch
their civiliry. the dme pafled (o tedious on, that 1 almoft
began to defpaiv of ever regaining my hberry, or {eeing
my few relations again; w)nch with the anxiety and
pain I {oflered on accnunt of my dear wife, often gave
me inexpreflible concern.

At length the time arrived, when they were preparing
themfelves for anothet expedition agamn{t the planters
and white people; but before they fet out, they were

Jjoined
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jo;n'ed by many other fndians from fort Du-Quefne,
well ftored with powder and ball they had received of
the French. : ,

As foon as the {now was quite gone; and no traces of
their vile footfteps could be perceived, they fer forth oit
their journey towards the back parts of the province of
Penfylvania ; and leaving their wives and children bes
hind in their wigwams, They were now a terrible and
formidable body, amounting to near 150. My duty
was to carry what they thought proper to load me with,
but they never intrufled me with a gun.  We marched
on feveral days without any thing particular oceurring,
almoft famithed for want of provifions; for my part, I
had nothing buot a few ftalks of Indian corn, which 1
was glad to eat dry : Nor, did the Zndians themiclves
fare much better, for as we drew near the plantations
they were affraid to kill any game, left the noife of their
guns fhould alarm the inhabitants. ‘ .

When we again arrived at the Blue-Hills, about 30
miles from Cannocojigge, the Irifl fetlement before-
mentioned, we encamped for three days, though God
knows we had neither tents, nor any thing elfe to de-
fend us from the inclemency of the air, having nothing
to lic on by night but the grafs. Their ufual method
of lodging, pitching, or encamping, by night, being in
parcels of ten or twelve men to a fire, where they lie
upon the grafs or bufhes, wrapt up in a blanket, with
their feet to the fire. _

During our ftay here, a fort of council of war was
held, when it was agreed to divide themfelves into com-
panies of about twenty men each; after which every
captain marched with his party where he thought pro-
per. I f{till belonged to my old mafters, but was left
behind on the mountains with ten Indians, to ftay until
the reft thould return; not thinking it proper to carry
me nearer to Cannecojipge, or the other plantations.

ere
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Here, being left, T began to meditate on my efcape,
and though T knew the country round extremely well,
having been often thereabouts, with my companions
hunting deer, and other beafts; yet, was I very cauti-
ous of giving the leaft fufpicions of fuch my intentions,
However, the third day after the grand body feft us,
my companions, or kecpers, thought proper to vifit the
mountains, in {earch of game for their fubfiftance, leav-
ing me bound in fuch a manner that I could not efcape:
At night when they returned, having unbound me, we
all far down together to fupper on two Pole Cats, be-
ing what they had killed, and foon after (being great-
ly fatigued, with their day’s excurfion) they compofed
themielves to reft, as ufual. Obferving them to be in
that {fomniferous ftate, I tried various ways to fee whe-
ther it was a {cheme to prove my intentions or not, but
after making a noife and walking about, fometimes
rouching them with my feet, I found there was no faj-
lacy. My heart then exulted with joy at feeing a time
come that I might in all probability be delivered from
my captivity - bur this joy was foon damped by the
dread of being difcovered by them, or taken by any
ftraggling parties. To prevent which, I refolved, if
poflible, to get one of their guns, and if difcovered, to
die in my defence, rather than be taken: for that pur-
pofe, 1 made various eflorts to get one from under their
heads, (where they always fecured them,) but in vain,
Fruftrated in this my firft eflay towards regaining my li-
berty, I dreaded the thoughts of carrying my defign in-
to cxecution : yet, after a little confideration, and truft-
ing myfelf to the divine protection, I fet forwards nak-
cd and defencelefs as T was. A rath and dangerous en-
terprize! Such was my terror, however, thatin going
from them, I halted, and paufed every four or five
yards, looking fearfully towards the fpot where I had
left them, left they fhould awake and mifs me; but

B when
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when I was about two hundred yards from them, I
mended my pace, and made as much hafte as [ could to
the foot of the mountains; when on a fudden I was
ftruck with the grearteft terror and amaze, at hearing the
wood-cry, as it is called, and may be exprefled 7o-hau !
Fo-bau! which the favages I had left were making,
accompanied with the molt hideous cries and howlings
they could utter, The bellowing of lyons, the {hrieks
of hyaenas, or the roaring of tygers, would have been
mufic to my ears, in comparifon to the founds that then
fsluted them. They having now mifled their charge,
I concluded that they would foon feparate themfeives
and hie in queft of me. The more my terror increaf-
ed the fafter did I pufh on, and fcarce knowing where
I trod, drove th%ough the woods with the urmoft preci-
pitation, fometimes falling and bruifing myfelf, cutting:
my feet and legs again{t the ftones, in a miferable man-
ner ; but though faint and maimed as I was, I continu=
ed my flight undl break of day, when without having
any thing to fuftain nature, bur a little corn left, I crept
into a hollow tree, in which 1 lay very fnug, and re-
rurned my prayers and thanks to the Divine Being, that
had thus far favoured my efcape. But my repofe was
in a few hours deftroyed, at hearing the voices of the
favages near the place where I was hid, threatning and
talking how they would ufe me, if they got me again ;
that I was before too {enfible of, to have the leaft reft,
either in body or mind fince I had left them. However,
they at laft left the fpot where I heard them, and I re-
mained in my circular afylum all that day without fur-
ther moleftation. .

At night, Iventured forwards again, frightened and
trembling at every bufh I pafled, thinking each twig that
touched me to be a favage. "The third day 1 concealed
myfelf in the like manner, and at night 1 travelled on
in the fame deplorable condition keeping off’ the main

E 2 ~ road,
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road, ufed by the Zndians, as much as poflible, which
mnade my journey many miles longer, and more painful
and irkfome than I can exprefs. But how fhall 1 de-
fcribe the fear, terror, and fhock, that I felt on the
fourth night, whep, by the ruftling I made amony the
leaves, a party of Indians, that lay round a {nali fire,
which I did not perceive, ftarted from the ground, and
feizing their arms, ran from the fire, amongft the woods,
‘Whether to move forward, or reft where 1 was, 1 knew
not, fo diftracted was my imagination, In this melancho-
Iy ftate, revolving in my thoughts the now ine itable
fate T thought waited on me, to my great conflernation
and joy, I was relieved by a parcel of fwine thet made -
towards the place T guefled the favages to be; who cn
fecing the hogs, conje@ured that their alerm had been
occafioned by them, and very merrily returned to the
fire, and lay down to fleep as before. As foon as 1 per-
ccived my enemies fo difpofed of, with more cautious
ttep and filent trexd, I purfued my courfe, {weeting
(though winrer, and feverely cold) with the fear I had
been juft relleved from.  Bruifed, cut, mangled, and
terrified as 1 was, I {10}, through the divine affiftance,
was enabled to purfue mv journey until break of day,
when thinking myfelf far off from any of thefe mifcre-
ants I fo much dreaded, I lay down under a great log,
and {lept undifturbed until about noon, when getting
up, Ireached the fummit of a great hill, with fome dif-
ficolty, and looking out if 1 could fpy any habitations
of white people, to my unutterable joy I faw fome,
which I gueffed to be about ten miles diftance.

This pleafure was in fome meafure abated, by not
being able to get among them that night. Therefore,
when evening approached, I again recommended myfelf’
to the Almighty, and compofed my wearied mangled
limbs ta reft. In the morning, as foon as I awoke, I
gontinued my _journey towards the neareft cleared lands,

Thad
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T had feen the day before, and about four o’clock i in the
afternoon, arrived ‘at the houfe of 7o}m Bell, an old
acquanmnce, where, knockmg at the door, his wife,
who onened it, feeing me in fuch a frlgbtful condition,
flew from me like lightening, fcreaming into the houfe.
This alarmed the whole family, who immediately fled
to their arms, and I was foon accofted by the mafter
with Lis gun in his band. But ori my affuring him of my
innocence, as to any wicked intentions, and making
myfelf known, (for he before took me to be an Indian)
ke 1mmed|atcly carefled me, as did all his family, with
a deal of friendfhip at finding me alive; they having all
been informed of my being murdered by the favages
fome months before. No longer now able to ﬁmport
my fatigued and worn out {pirits, I fainted and fell to
the ground.  From. which ftate having recovered me,
and perceiving the weak and famifhed condition I then
was in, they 'iycn gave me fome refrefhment, but let
let me partaice of it very fparingly, fearing the il] effeés
too much at once would have on me. 'They for two
days and nights ‘very affe&ionately fupplied me with all
necefliries, and carefully attended me until my {pirits
and limbs were pretry well recruited, and I thought my-
felf able to ride, when 1 borrowed of thefe good people
(whofe kindnefs merits my moft grateful returns) 2
horfe and fome clothes, and fet forward for my fathier-
in-law’s houfe in Chefler county, about 140 miles from
thence, where I arrived on the 4th day of ZFanuary,
1755, but {carce one of the family could credit their
eyes, believing with the people I had lately left, that I
had fallen a prey to the fndians.

Great was the joy and {atisfaltion wherewith I was re-
ceived and embraced by the whole f‘amily ; but oh, what
was my anguifh and trouble, ‘'when on inquiring for my
dear wife, I found fhe had been dead two months!
This fatal HEWws, as every humane reader muft imagine,

great-
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greatly leflened the joy and rapture I otherwife fhould
have felt at my deliverance from the dreadful ftate and
company I had been in. ’ ‘ _
The news of my happy atfival at my father-in-law’s
houfe, after fo long and firange an abfence,* was {oon
{pread rouad the neighbouring plantations by the coun-
try people who contnually vilited me, being very de-
firous of. hearing, and eagerly inquiring an account of
my treatment, and manner of living among the Indians.,
In all which I fatisfied them. Soon after this, my ar-
rival, I was fent for by his excellency Mr. Morris, the
governor, a worthy gentleman, who examined me very
particularly, as to all incidents relating to my captivity,
and efpecially, in regard to the Indians, who had firft
taken me away, whether they were French or Englifh
parties 7 T affur’d his excellency, they were of thofe,
who profefs’d themfelves to be friends of the latter;
and informed him of the many barbarous and inhuman
adtions, I had been witnefs to among them, on the fron-
tiers of the province; and alfo, that they were daily
increafing by others of our pretended friends joining
them; that they were all well fupplied by the French
with arms and ammunition, and greatly encouraged by
them in their continual excurfions and barbarities, not
only, in having exttaordinary premiums for fuch fcalps
as they fhould take, and carry home with them at their
return, but great prefents of all kinds, befides rum,
powder,' ball, &rc. before they-fallied forth. Having
fatistied his excellency in fuch_particulars as he requeft-
ed, the fame being put into writing, I fwore to the con-
tents thereof ; as may be feen, by thofe who doubt of
my veracity, in the public papers of that time, as well
in England as in Philadelphia. Having done with me,
Mr. Mbrris gave me three guineas, and fent the affida-
vit to the affembly who were then fiting 1n the ftate-
Loule at Philadelphia, concluding on proper meafures
©
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“to check the depredations of the favages, and put a flop
to.the barbarous hoftilities of the difireffed inhabirants,
who daily fuffered death in a moft deplorable condition;
befides being obliged to abfcond their plantations, and
the'country being left deftitute, for feveral hundred miles
on the-frontiers, and the poor fufferers could have no re-
lief, by reafon of the difputes between the governor and
- the affembly. The former was led by the inftructions of
the proprietor, which wasintirely againft the intereftof the
province, {o that it caufed great confufion among the peo~
ple to fee the country fo deftroyed, and no preparations
making for its defence. ’

However, on receiving this intelligence from his ex~
cellency, they immediately fent for me. When I ar-
rived, I was conduéted into the Jower-houfe, where the
aflembly then fat, and was there interrogated by the
fpeaker, very particularly as to all I had before giver
the governor an account of ; this my firft examination
lafted three hours. The next day, I underwent a fe-
cond, for about an hour and a half, when I was cour-

teoufly difmiffed, with a promife that all proper methods
fhould be raken, not only to accomodate and reimbur{e
all thofe who had fuffercd by the favages; and to pre-
vent them from committing thé like hoftilities for the
future. :

Now return’d, and once more at liberty to purfue
my own inclinations, I was perfuaded by my father-in-
law and friends to follow fome employment or other;
but the plantation, from whence I was taken, tho’ an -
.exceeding good one, could not tempt me to fettle on it
again. What my fare would have been if T had, may
eafily be conceived. And there being at this time (as
the affembly, too late for many of us found) a necefli-
ty for raifing men to check thofe barbarians in their ra-
vaging depredations, I iolifted myfelf as one, with the
greatelt alacrity, and moft determined refolution, o ex-

4%
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ert rhe utnioft of my power, in being revenged on the
hellifh authors of my ruin.  General Shirley gov cinor
of New-England, and commander in chief” of bis ma-
jelty’s land forces in North America, was pur hed vp-
on, to dire&t the operations of the war, in that part of
the world.

Into a regiment immediately under the command of
this gencral was it my lot to be placed for three years.
"T'nis regiment was intended for the frontiers, to dc("aoy

the forts erelted by the French, as foon as it {hould be

completely furnithed with arms, &e. at Boflon in Newo-
Lingland, where it was ordered for that purpoh Be-
ing then very weak, and infirm in body, tho’ poﬂdTed
of my refolution, it was thought advifeable to leave me
for two months in winter- -quarters. At the end of which,
being pretry well recruited in ftrength, 1 {et out for Do/~
ton, to join the regiment with fome others, likewife Jeft
behind ; and 'lﬁcr crolling the river De-la-ware, we
arrived at New-Ferfey, and from thence procecdcd thro’
the fame by New-York, Middletown, Mendon, in Con-
necticut to Bofton, where we arrived about the end of
March, and tound the rcgiment ready to receive us.

Bofton, being the capital of New-Tngland, and the
;arueﬁ cny in ./l'n.erzta except two or three on the S/1a~
m//; continent, § [hall here {ubjoin a fhort account of it.

"Tis pleafantly fituated, and about four miles in com-
pafs, at the bottom of  Mayuchufet’s bay, into which
there is but onc common and fafe paflage, and not very
broad, there being fearce room for three fhips to come
in a-breaft; but once in, there’s room for the anchorage
of oo fail. Tiis guarucd by feveral roc ks, and above
a dozen Hlanm, the molt remarkable of thefe iflands is
Cajlie-ifand, which ftands about a league from the town,
and {o Graated, that no thip of burthen can approach
tae town, without the hazard of being fhatter’d in picc-
es by its cannon. It is now called Forg-77illiam, and

: mounted
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mounted with too.pieces of ordnance; 200 more which
were given to the province by queen 4nne, are placed
on a plat-form, {o as to take a thip fore and aft, before
the can bring about her broadfides to bear againft the caf-
tle. Some of thefe cannon are 42 pounders; oo able
men are exempted from all military duty in times of war,
to be ready at an hour’s warning, to attend the {ervice of
the caftle, upon a fignal of the approach of an enemy,
which there [eems to be no great danger of at Boffon ;
where, in 24 hour’s time, fo,000 effetive men, well
arm’d, might be ready for their defence. According to
‘a computation of the collettors of the Light-houfe, it
appear’d that there were 24,000 tons of fhipping clear’d
annually. ‘

~ The pier is at the bottom of the bay 2000 feet long,
and ruas fofar into the bay, that fhips of the greatefl burs
then may unload without the help of boats or lighters.
At the upper end of the chief ftreet in the town, which
comes down to the head of the pier, is the 7 szn-houfe,
or Exchange, a fine building, contdining; befides the
walk for merchants, the Council-chamber, the Houfe of
Commons, and a {pacious room for the courts of juflice.
T'he Exchange is {urrounded with bookfeller’s fhops that
have a good trade: Here being five printing-houfes, and
the prefles generally full of work, which is in a great
meafure owing to the colleges and fchools in New-
England ; whereas at New-1ork there ate but two or
three lictde bookfeller’s fhops; and very few in Virgis
nia, Maryland, Carolina, Barbadoes, and the Sugar=
tflands. 4
The town lies in the form of an half-moon round
the harbour, and confifling of about 4600 houfes, muft
make an agrecable profpedt; the furrounding fhote be-
ing high, the ftreers long, wnd the buildings beauntiful.
The pavement is kepr in fo good order, that to gallop
B ' r . an



14 The LI1ITE

an horfe on it is 35. 4 d. forfeit. The number of 1.
habitants is computed at about 24,000. '

There are eight churches, the chicf of which is cal-
led the Church-of- England-church ; befides the Baptift
meeting, and the Quaéerf imecting.

The converfation in this town is as polite as in moft
of the cities and towns in England. A gentleman of
London would fancy him/felf at home, at Boffon, when he
obferves the number of people, their furniture, their
tables, and drefs, which perbaps, is as {plendid and fhowy
as that of moft tradefmen in London.

In this city, learning military difcipline, and want-
ing for an opportunity of csrrying our fthemes into ex-
ecetion, we lay till the firflt of Zuly; during all which.
time great outrages and devaftations were committed by
the [avages in the back parts of the provincs. One in-
ftance of which, in particular T fhall relatc, 15 being con-
ceri’d in rewarding according to defert, the wicked au-
thors thereof, .

Fofeph Long, efq. a gentleman of large fortune in
thefe parts, who had in his time been a great warrior
among the Indians, and frequently joined in expedii-
ons with thofe in our intereft, againft the others. His.
many exploits, and great influence among feveral of the
nations, were too well known to pafs unrevenged by
the f{avages againft whom he had exerted his abilities,
Accordingly in April 1756, a body of them came down
on his plantation, about 30 miles from Befton, and
fkulking in the woods for fome time, at laft f:iz2d ap
opportunity to attack his houfe, in which, unhappily
proving fuccefsful, they fealped, mangled, and cut to
pieces, the unfortunate gentleman, his wife, and nine
fervants; and then made a general conflagration of his
boufes, barns, cattle, and every thing he poflefled, with
the mangled bodies; all fuffered together in one great
blaze! But his more unfortunate fon and daughier were

made
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made prifoners, and carried off by them, to be referv’d
for greater tortures. Alarm’d and terrified at this inhu-
man butchery, the neighbourhood, as well as-the people
of Bofion, quickly affembled themielves, to think of pro-
per meafurcs to be reveng’d on thefe éxecrable monfters.
Among the firft of thofe who offer’d themfelves to go a-

~ gainft the favages, was Famss Crawfurd, efg. who was
then at Bsffon, and heard of this tragedy; he was a
young gentleman who had for fome years, paid his ad-
drefles to Mifs Long, and was in a very little time to have
been marricd to her.  Diftra&ed, raving, and fhocked,
as he was, he loft no time, but inftantly raifed an bun-
dred refolute and bold young fellows, to go in queft of
the villains, As I had been fo long among them, and
pretty well acquainted with their manners and cuftoms,
and particalarly their fkulking places in the woods, I
was recommended to him as one proper for his expedi-
tion; he immediately applied to my officers and got liber-
ty for me. Never did T go on any enterprize with half
that alacrity and chearfulnefs I now went with this
party. My wrongs and fufferings were too recent in
my mewmory, to {ufler me to hefitate a moment in tak-
ing an opportunity of being revenged to the utmoft of
my power. :

Being quickly armed and provided, we haftened for-
wards for Mr. Long’s plantation on the 29th, and after
travelling the molt remore and intricate paths through the
woods, arrived there the 2d of Afay, dubious of our fuc-
cefs, and almolt defpairing of meeting with the favages,
as we had heard or could difcover nothing of them in cur
march. In the afternoon, forme of our imen being fent
to the top of a hill to look out for them, foon perceiv’d
a great fmoalk in a part of the low grounds. Thig we
immediately, and rightly conjectured to procecd frous
a fire made by them. We accordingly put i.\)IT;l‘(Cj‘lVES

into regular order, and marched torwards, refolving,

I 2 izt



26 Fhe LT FE
let their pumber have been what it might, to give them:
battle.

Arriving within a mile of the place, captain Craw-
Jford, whole anxiety and pain, made him quicker ﬁght-
ed than any of the reft, foon perceiv’d them,and guefs’d
their number to be about §0. Upon this we halted,
and fecreted ourfelves as well as we could, till twelve
o’clock at night. At which time, {uppoling them to be
at reft, we divided our men into two divifions, 5o in
cach, and marched on ; when coming within twenty yards
of them, the captain fired his gun, which was immediately
tollowed by both divifions in fucceflion, who inftantly
rufhing on them with bayonets fix’d, killed every man
of them. : : :

Great as our joy was, and flulh’d with fuccefs as we
were at this fudden victory, no heart among us but was
ready to burfl at the fight of the unhappy young lady.
‘What mult the thoughts, tarments, and {enfations of our
brave caprain then be, if even we who knew her not,
were fo {enfibly affeCted ! For, oh ! what breaft, tho’ of
the brutal favage race we had juft deftroyed, could,
without feeling the moft exquifite grief and pain, be-
bold in fuch infernal power, a lady in the bloom of
youth, bleft with every female accomplithment that
could fet off the moft exquifite beanuty ! Beauty, which
rendered her the envy of her own fex, and the delight
of ours, enduring the feverity of a windy, rainy night!
Behold one nurtured in the moft tender manner, and
by the moft indulgent parents, quite naked, and in the
open woods, encircling with her alabafter arms and handg
a cold rough tree, whereto fhe was bound, with cords
o {traiily pull’d, that the blood trickled from her fin-
ger’s ends! Her lovely tender body and delicate limbs,
cut, bruis’d, and torn with flones, and boughs of trees
as {he had been dragg’d along, and all befmear’d with
tlood! What heart can even now, unmoved, think of
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her difivels, in fuch a deplorable condition ? having no
ercaiure, with the Jeaft fenfations of humanity, near to
Ficcour or relieve ber, or even pity or regard her flowing
teais and lamentable wailings ! | .

The very rememberance of the {ight, has at this in-
ftant fuch an effe& upon me, that'] almoft want words
10 O On,----- Such rthen was the condition in which we
found this wretched fair, but faint and {peechlefs with
the fhock our firing had given her tender frame. The
captain for a long time could do nothing but gaze upon
and cl&fp her to his bofom, crying, raving, and tearing
his haiy like one- bereft of his fenfes; nor did he for
fome tinie perceive the lifelefs condition fhe was in, un-
till one of the men had untied her lovely mangled arms,
and fhe feil o the ground. Finding among the villain’s
plunder the unhappy lady’s cloaths, he gently put fome
of them about ber; and after various trials, and much
time fg?é"ﬁt, recovered her diffipated {pirits, the repoflef-
fion of which fhe firlt manifefted by eagerly fixing her
eyes on her dear deliverer, and {miling with the moft
compaifant joy, blefled the Almighty, and him, for her
miraculous deliverance. ’

During this pleafing, painful interview, cur men were
bufily employed in cutting, hacking, and fcalping the
dead fndians; and fo defirous was every man to have a
fhare in rcaking his revenge on them, that difputes hap--
pened amoeng ourfelves who fhould be the inftruments of
further fhewing it on their lifclefs trunks, there not be-
ing enough for every man to have one wherewith to fa-
tiate him{elf : The captain obferving the animofity be-
tween us, on this occafion, ordered, that the two divi-
fions fhould caft lots for this bloody, though agrecable
piece of work : which being accordingly done, the par-
ty, whofe lot it was to be excluded from this bufinefs,
ftood by with half-pleafed countenances, Jocking on
the reft; who with the utmioft chearfulnefs and ativity

; L purfued
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purfued their revenge in fcalping, and otherwife treat-’
ing their dead.bodies as the moft inveterate hatred and
~deteftation could fuggeft.
"The work being done, we thought of fteering home-
wards triumphant with the 50 fcalps; but how to get
the lady forwards, who was in fuch a condition, as ren-
dered her incapable of walking further, gave us fome
pain, and retarded us a little, unil we made a fort of
carriage to {eat her on; and then, with the greateft rea-
dincfs, we took our turns, four at a time, and carried
her along.  "This in fome meafiire, made the captain
chearful, who all the way endeavoured to comfort and
revive his defponding afflited miftrefs: but alas! in
vain; for the miferies fhe had lately fel¢, and the terrible
fate of her poor brother, of whom, I doubt not but the:
tender-hearted reader is anxious to hear, rendered even
her moft pleafing thoughts, notwithftanding his. foothing .
words, corroding and mfufferable, -
"The accounr fhe gave of their difaftrous fate and dire
cataftrophe, befides what T have already mentioned, was,
"That the favages had no fooner feen all confumed, but
they hurried off with her and her brother, puthing, and
- fometimes dragging them on, for four or five miles,
when they {topt; and ftripping her naked, treated her
in a fhocking manner, whilft others were ftripping and
cruelly whipping her unhappy brother. After which,
they in the fame manner purfued their journey, regard.
lefs of the tears, prayers, or entreaties of this wrétched
pair; but, with the moft infernal pleafure, laughed and
rejoiced at the calamities and diftrefTes they had brought
themito, and faw them fuffer, until they arrived at the
place we found them; where, they had that day but.
chered her beloved brother in the following exécrable
and cruel manner: They firft fcalped him alive, and
after mocking his agonizing groans and torments, for
“fome hours, \ripped open his belly, into which dxey’put

{) plin.
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fplinters, and chips of pinc-trees, and fet fire thereto;
the/fame, (on account of the turpentine wherewith thefe
trees abound) burnt with great quicknefs and fury for a
little time, during which, he remained in a manner alive, '
as fhe could fometimes perceive him to move his head,
and groan. - They then piled a great quantity of wood
all round his body, and moft inhumanly confumed it 1o
afhes, o

"Thus did thefe Barbarians put an end to the being of
this unhappy young gentieman,\ who was only 22 years
of age when he met his calamitous fate. She continued
her relation, by acquainting us, That the next day, was
to have feen her perifh in the like manner, after fuffer-
ing worfe than even fuch a terrible death, the fatistying
thefe diabelical mifcreants in their brutal Juft, But ic
pleafed the Almighty to permit us to refeue her, and en-
tirely extirpate this crew of devils!

Marching eafily on her account, we returned to the
captain’s_plantation the 6th of May, where, as well as
at Bofton; we were joyfully received, and rewarded
handfomely for the fcalps of thofe favages we had
brought with us.  Mr. Crawford and Mifs Long, were
foon after married; and in gratitude to the fervices we
"had done them, the whole party were invited to the wed-
ding, and nobly entertained, but no ridtous or noify mirth
was allowed, the young lady, as we may well imagine,
being ffill under great afHli&tion, and in a weak ftate of
health.

Nothing further material, that T now remember, hap-
pened during my ftay at Boffon; to proceed therefore,
with the continuation of our intended expedition.

On the the 1ft of Fuly, the regiment began theic
march for Ofwego. The 21ft we arrived at J4ibany in
New-York, through Cambridge, Northampton, and
Hadfeld, in New-FEngland. From thence, marching
about twenty miles farther, we incamped near the mouth

of
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of the Mbhawt river, by a town called Scler-2ady,
not far from the Endlefs- Mountai»s  Here did we ly
fome time, until batteaus’ (a fort of flatc-botromed
boats, very finall, and fharp at both ends) could be got
to carry our ftores and provifions to Ofwego 5 each of
which, would contain about fix barrels of pork, or in
proportion thereto, Two men belonged 1o every bat-
teaux, who made ufe of ftrong fcutting poles, with iron
at the ends, to prevent their being too fvon deftroyed
by the ftones in the river (one of the fources of the
Obhio) which abounded with many, and large ones, and
in fome places was fo thallow, that the men were for-
ced to wade and drag their batieaur after them. Which,
together with fome cataralls, or great falls of warer,
rendering this duty very hard and fariguing, not being
able to travel more than feven or eight Englifb miles o
day, until they came to the Great-Carrying place at
W ood’s Creck, where the provilions and batteaux veere
taken out, and carried about four miles, to Alliganey . or
QObhio greatriver, thatran quite to Ofwego, to which place,
general Shirley got with part of the forces on the 8th of
Auguft; but colonel Mercer with the remainder, did
not arrive until the 31ft. Here we found colonel Scuy-
ler with his regiment of New-Ferfey provincials, who
had arrived there fome time before. A thort deferipri-
on of a place, which has afforded fo much occafion for
animadverfion, may not here be altogether difagreeable
to thofe unacyuuinted with our fertdements in that part
of the world.

Ofwego is titnated N, Lat, 43 Deg. 20 Min. near the
mouth of the river Onondags, on the fouth-fide of the
lake Ontaris, or Cataraqure. 'There was generally a
fort and conftant garrifon of regular troops kept before
our arrival. In the proper feafons, a fair for the Indian
trade is kept here: Tadians of above twenty different
nations have been oblerved hereata dme. The great-

eft
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eft part of the trade between Canada and the Indians
of the Great Lakes, and fome parts of the Mififippi,

‘pafs near this fort; the neareft and fafeft way of carry-

“ing goods upon this lake, being along the {outh-fidé¢ of
it. - "'The diftance of Albany 1o Ofwego fort is about
‘30 miles weft; to render which march more comfort
able, we met with many good farms and {ettlements in
the way. 'The Outawaes, a great and powerful nation,

living upon the Quiawae river, which joins the Cata-
rique tiver, (the out-let of the Great Lakes) deal con-
fiderably with the New-Yor# trading houfes here.

. The different nations trading to Ofwego are diftin-
guithable by the variety and different fathions of their
canoes ; the very remote Jadians are cloatbed in {kins

- of various forts, and have all fire-arms: Some come
from {o far North as Port-Nelfon, in Hudfon’s Bay,
N. Lat. 57 Deg. And fome from the Chirakees, welt
of South-Carolina, in N. Lat. 32 Deg. This feems in-
deed to be a vaft extent of in-land water-carriage, but it
is only for canoes, and the fmalleft of craft.

Nor will it in this place be improper to give fome ac-
count of our friends in thofe parts, whem we call the
DMohawts, viz. The Iroquois, commonly called the
Mobawks ; the Oneiadaes, the Onondagues, the Cayu-~

aes, and the Senekeas. In all accounts, they are late-
ly called the Six Nations of the New-TYork friendly-

Indians; the Tufeararses, firagglers from the old Tu/-
cararoes of North-Carolina, lately are reckoned as the
Gxth.--I fhall here reckon them, as I have been inform-
ed they were formerly. 1. The Mbhawks; they live
upon the Mobawk’s or Shenectady river, and head, or

-1y North of New-York, Penfylvania, M{zryland and
fome part of Virginia ; having a caftle or village, welt-
ward from Albany forty miles, and another ﬁxty»ﬁvg

‘miles Weft, and about 160 fenfible men. 2. The Onei-

adaes, about eighty miles from the Mohawk’s fecond
‘ ‘ G village,
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village, confifling of near 200 fighting men. 3. The
Cusondagues, about twenty-five miles further, (the f:ﬂ.-
mous Ofwego trading place, on the lake Ontario, 1s In
their country) confift of about 250 men. 4. The Cayu-
gaes, about {eventy miles further, of about 130 men.
And, 5. The Senekeas, who reach a great way down
the river Sufquehanna, confift of about 7oo marching,
fighting men: So that the fighting men of the five or
fix nations of Mbohawks, may be reckoned at 1500 men,
and extend from 4lbany, Weflt 4co miles, lying in
about thirty tribes or governments. Befides thefe, there
is fettled above Mountreal, which lies N. E. of Ofivegs,
a tribe of {coundrel run-aways from the Mohawks;
ihey are called Kahnuages, confifting of about eighty
men.---~This fhert account of thefe nations, I think it
neceflary to make the Eng/iﬂy reader acquainted with,
as I may have occaflon to mention things concerning
{ome of them.

It may not be improper here alfo, to give a fuccinét
detail of the education, manners, religion, &c. of the
natives. 'The Indians are born tolerably white; but
they rake a'great deal of pains to darken their complexi-
on, by anointing themfelves with greafe, and lying in the
fun.  Their features are good, efpecially thofe of the-
women. Their limbs clean, flraight, and well propor-
tioned, and a crocked and deformed perfon is a great ra-
rity among them. They are very ingenious in their
way, being neither o ignorant, nor {o innocent, as fome
people imagine : On the contrary, a very underftanding
generation are they, quick of apprehenfion, fudden in
difpatch, fubtile in their dealings, exquifite in their in-
venrions, and 1n labour afliducus: The world has no
better marks-men with guns; bows, and arrows than the
natives, who can kill birds flying, fifhes fwimming, and
wild-beafts running ; pay, with fuch prodigious force do

they
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they difcharge their arrow, - that one of them will fhoot
a man quite through and nail both his arms to his body
with the fame arrow. , -

- As 1o their religion, in order to reconcile the different
-accounts exhibited by travellers, we muft fuppofe that
different tribes-may have different notions, and different
rites : And'though I do not think my{zif capable of de-
termining the cafe with the precifion and accuracy I could
wifh; yet, with what I have colle&ed from my own ob-
{ervation when among them, and the information of my
brother-captives, who have been longer converfant with
the fndians than 1 was; 1 fhall readily give the public
all the fatisfaction I can.

-Some aflure us the Judians worfhip the images of fome
inferior deities, whofe anger they feem to dread; on
which account the generality of cur travellers denomi-
nate the objeélts of their devotion, devils; though at the
time, itis allowed they pray to their inferior deities for
fuccefs in all their undertakings, for plenty of food and
other 'ncceflaries of life. It appears too, thur they ac-
knowledge one Supreme Being, but him they adore not,
becaufe they believe he is too far exalted above them,
and too happy in himfelf to be concerned about the trif-
ling affairs of poor mortals. They {eem alfo to believe
a future flate, and that, afier death, they will be remov-
ed to their friends, who have gone before them, to an
Elyfium or Paradife beyond the /7 eflern- Mountains :
Others again, allow them either no religion at all, or, at
moft, very faint ideas of a Deiry; butall agree that they
are extravagantly {uperflitious, and exceedingly afraid
of evil fpirits. To thele Demons they make oblations
every new-moon, for the {pace of fcven days, during
which time, they caft lots, and facrifice one of them-
felves, putting the perfon devoted, to the moft exqpi@te
milery they can invent, in order to fatisfy the dev1i for

2 that



that moon ; for they thinl: if they pleafe but the evil
{pirit, God will do them no hurt. ]

Certain however it is, that thofe /ndians, whom the
French priefts have bad an opportunity of rainifiring un-
to, are induced to believe, ‘“ That the Son of God came
¢ into the world to fave all mankind, and deftroy all evil
¢ {pirits that now trouble them, that the Englifh have
« killed him, and that ever (ince, the evil {pirits are per-
“ mitted to walk on the earthr: That if the Englifh
« were all deftroyed, the Son of the Good-man, who is
 God, would come again, and banith all evil-fpirits
“ from their lands, and then they would have nothing
“ to fear or difturb them.” Cajoled by thefe falfe but
artful infinvations of the French Fefuits, the Indians
from that time, have endeavoured to maffacre all the En-
£li/b, in order thar the Son of God might come again on
the earth, and rid them from their {lavifh fears and ter-
rible apprehenfions, by exterminating the obje&s there-
of. ‘

Being now at Ofwego, the principal objeét that gave
at that time any concern to the Americans, 1 fhall, be-
fore 1 continue my own account, give a fhort recital of
what had been done in thefe parts, in regard to the de-

* fence and prefervation of the fort, and the colonies there-
abouts, before I came, upon fuch authorities as I got

. from thafe who had been long at Ofwegs, and I can well
depend upon for truth. '

General Shirley, in 1754, having erefted two new
forts on the giver Onondaga, it {eemed probable, that
he intended to winter at Ofwego with his army, that he
might the more readily proceed to action in the enfuing
{pring. What produced his ina&ivity afterwards, and
how it was, that fort Ofwego 'was not taken by the
Frenchin the fpring of 1755, are things my penetration
will not enable me to difcufs. But 'Ofwego is now loft,
and would have been {o in the fpring of 1745, if more

\ ‘impors |
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important affairs had not made the French negle&tit. At
this time the garifon of ©fwego confifted only of 100
men, under capt. King. 'The old fort being their only
protedtion, * which maunted only eight four pounders,
was incapable of defence, becaufe it was commanded by
an emincnce diredtly crofs a narrow river, the banks of
which were covered with thick wood.

In May 1755, Ofwego being in this condition, and
thus garrifon’d; thircy French batteaux were feen to
pals, and swo days after 11 more; each batteau (being
much larger than ours) containing 15 men: fo this fleet
confifted of near 600 men: A force, which with a fingle
mortar, might foon have taken pofleflion of the place.

A refolution was now taken to make the fort larger,
and ereét fome new ones; to build veflels upon the lake;
to increafe the garrifon ; and provide every thing necef-
fary to annoy the enemy, fo as they might render the
place tenable. Caprain Broadfireet arriving on the 27th
of May at the fort, with two companies, fome {mall'{wi-
vel guns, and the firft parcel of workmen, made fome
imagine that a ftop would be put to the French in their
carrying men in fight of the garrifon; yet, they ftill
‘permitted 11 more French batteaux to pafs by, tho’ we
were then fuperior to them in thefe boats, or at leaft in
“number. ‘The reafon our forces could not attack them,
was, becaufe, they were four miles in the Offing, on
board large veflels, in which the foldiers could ftand to
fire without being ovcffet; and our batteux, in which
we muft haveattack’d them, were fo {mall, that they would
contain only fix men each, and fo ticklifh, that the in-
advertent motion of one man would overfet them. Nao
care, however, was taken to provide larger boats againft
another emergency of the fame kind. At Ofwego, in-
deed, it was impracticable for want of fron-work ; fuch
being the proﬁident forecaft of thofe who !md the ma-
nagement of affairs, that tho’ there were {iniths enough,

yet,
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yet, there was, at this place, but one pair of bellows,
fo that the firlt accident that fhould happen to that ne-
ceffary inftrument, would ftop all the operations of the
forge at once. o

"T'he beginning of Fune, the fhip-carpenters arrived
from Boflon, and on the 28th of the fame month, the
firft veflel we ever had on the lake Ontario, was launch-
ed and fitted out: She was a fchooner 40 feet in the
keel, had 14 oars, and 12 fwivel gnns,  This veflel, and
320 men, was all the force we had ai Ofwego, the be-
ginning of Zuly, and was victualled at the expence of
the province of New-York, Happy indeed, it was, that
the colony provifions were there; for {o little care had
been taken to get the king™s provifions fent vp, that,
when we arrived, we muft have perifhed with famine,
had we no: found a fupply, which we had little reafon
to expelt.

About the mi'dle of _7/4/}/, an attack was again expec-
ted, when we (the forces under gencral Shirley) were
ftilll near 3oo miles cilant,  And, if the attack had then
been made, with the force the enemy was known to have
had at hand, it muft, for the reafon I have juft before giv-
en, have fallen into their pofleffion. »

Such was the ftate of Ofwego, when we arrived therc:
Where we had been but a fmall time, before provifions
began to be very fcarce; and the king’s allowance bein
fiill delay’d, the provincial ftores were foon exhaufled,
and we were in danger of being foon famifh’d, being on
lefs than half-allowance. The men being likewife worn
out, and fatigued with the long march they had fuffered,
and being without rum (or allowed noneatleaft) and other
proper putriment, many fell fick of the flux, and died ; fo
that our regiment was greatly reduced in fix week’s time :
A party that we left at the important carrying place, at
Wosd’s Creek, being abfolutely obliged to defert it for-
want of neceffaries,

' Sick-
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Sicknefs, death and. defertion, had at length.fo far
reduc’d us, that we had fearce men encugh to perform
duty, and protect thofe who were daily at work. The
Indians keeping a {tri&t Jook-out, render’d every one who
pafs’d the out-guards or centinelsin danger of being {calp’d
or murder’d. "I'o prevent confequences like thele, a cap-
tain’s guard of fixty men, with two lientenants, two fer-
jeants, two corporals, and one drum, befides two flank-
guards of a ferjeant, corpdral, and twclve men in each,
were daily mounted, and did duty as well as able. Scout-
ing-partics were' likewife fentoutevery day: But thefick-
nefs flill continuing, ‘and having 300 men at work, we
were oblig’d to leflen our guards, till gencral Pepperel’s
regiment join’d us.

A lictle diligence being now made ufe of, about the
middle of September, four other veflels were got ready,
viz. A deck’d floop of eight guns, four pounders, and
30 {wivels; a deck’d fchooner, eight guns, four pound-
ers, and twenty eight fwivels; one undeck’d {chooner,
of fourteen fwivels, and fourteen oars, and another
of twelve fwivels, and fourteen oars; about 150 tobs
each. ]

On the 24th of Ofeber, with this armament, and a
confiderable number of batteaux, which were too {mall
to live upen the lake in moderate weather, we were pre-
preparing to attack Niagara; tho’ (nowwithftanding we
had taken all the provifions we could find in Ofwego, and
‘had left the garrifon behind, with {carce enough for three
days) the fleet had not provifions fufficient on bourd, to
carry them withio fight of the enemy, and fupplies were
not to be got, within 300 miles of the place, we were go-
ingagainlt. However, the impra&icability of {ucceeding
in an expedition, undertaken withour vittuals, was dif-
covered time epough to prevent our marcii, or embarkati-
on, or whatever it may be call’d; but not before nine
batteaux lzden with officer’s bagzage, were fent for\;ards,

our
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four men in each batteau; in one of which, it was my
lot to be. The men being weak, and low in {pirits, with
- continual harafling, and low feeding, render’d our progrefs
very tedious and ditficulr. Add to this, the places we had
to pafs and afcend; for, in many parts, the Cataradls, or
alls of water, which defcended near the head of the ri-
ver Onondaga (in {ome places near 100 feet perpendicu-
lar) rendered it almoft impoflible for us to proceed ; for
the current running from the bottom, was {o rapid, that
the efflorts of twenry or thirty men were fometimes re-
quired to drag the boats along, and efpecially to get them
up the hills or Cataraéts, which we were forced to do
with ropes; Sometimes, when with great labour and dif-
- ficulty, we bad got'them up, we carried them by land
near a quarter of a mile, before we came to any water.
In fhort, we found four men to a batteau infufficient;
for the men belonging to one batteau, were fo fatigued
and worn out, that they could not manage her, {o that
fhe lay behind almoft a league.

The caprain that was with us, obferving this, as foon
as we had got the others over the moft difficult falls, or-
dered two befides myfelf to go and help her forwards:
Accordingly T got into her, in order to fteer her, whilft
my two comrades and her own crew dragged her al ong,
‘When we got to any Cataradts, I remained in her to faf-
ten the ropes, and keep all {afe, while-they hauled her
up; but drawing her to the {ummit of the laft Catarad?,
the ropes gave way, and down fhe fell, into a very rapid
and boift’rous fiream ; where not being able by myfelf,
to work her, the {tove to pieces on a {inall rock, on which
fome part of her remaining till morning, I miraculoufly
{av’d myfelf. Never was my life in greater danger than in
this {ituation; the night being quite dark, and no afliftance
to be obtain’d from any of my comrades; tho’ many of
them, as I afterwards learn’d, made diligent fearch for
me; but the fall of the waters render’d the noife that

. they,
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they as well as myfelf made, to be heard by one ano-
ther, quite ineffectual. . ) »

In the morning, they indeed found me, but in a
‘wretched condition, quite. benumb’d, and almoft dead
with the cold, having nothing on but my fhirt.
~ After various efforts, having with great difficulty got
me up, they ufed all proper means to recover my worn-
out fpirits: But the fire had a fatal effe&t to what they in-
tended, for my flefh {welled all over my body and Jimbs,’
and caufed fuch a deprivation of my fenfes, that I faint-
- ed, and was thought by all to be dead. However, after
fome time, they pretty well recover’d my {catter’d fen-
Aes, and fatigned body ; and, with proper care conduc-
ted me, with fome others (who were weak and ill of
the flux) to .4/bany, where the hofpital receivad our
poor, debilitated bodies. . ' :

The reft, not able to proceed, or being countermand-
‘ed, bent their courfe back again to Ofwego: Where, a
friendly ftorm preventing an embarkation, when a ftock
of provifions was got together ({ufficient to prevent them
froieating one another, during the firft twelve days)
all thoughts of attacking Niagara were Iaid afide.

Thus ended this formidable campaign. The veflels
that we had buile (as I afterwards learn’d) were unrig-
ged and laid up, without having been put to any ufe;
while a French veflel was cruifing on the Lake, and car-
rying fupplies to Niagara, without interruption; five
others as large as ours, being alfo ready to launch at
Frontenac, which lies acrofs the lake Ontaris, north of
Ofwego, ,

The general, whatever appearances might have led
others, as well as myfelf, to think otherwile; {oon in-
dicated . his intention of not wintering at Ofwego; for,
he left the place before the additional works were com-
pleated, and the garrifon, by infenfible degrees; decreaf-

ed to 1100 men; ftill living in perpetual terror, on the
' i brink
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brink of famine, and become mutinous for want of their
pay; which, in the hurry of military bufinefs, durihg 2
year that was crowned with great events, had been for-
gotten : for, from my firft inlilting, to the time I was.
Taid up at lbany, 1 never had received above {ix week’s

ay. .
A little indeed, may be offered in vindication of the
general, in regard to the numberlefs delays of this cam-
paign, viz. That it took fome time to raife the two
regiments, which were in Britifb pay, as the name of
inlifting for life, is fomewhat forbidding to the .Ameri-
cans : (a few of whom, as well as mylelf, made our
agreement for three years; but after that time, I doubt,
we muft have depended on his pleafure for our being
difcharg’d, according to our contra&, had it not fallen
out otherwife.) 'The unufual drynefs of the fummer,
which rendered the rivers down to Ofwego in fome places
impaflable, or very difficult for the batteaux to proceed;
and it was whifper’d, that a gentleman, lately in an
eminent ftation in New-Yor£, did all in his power to
binder the undertaking, from a picque to the geoeral.
By thefe difadvantages, he was detained at Albany, till
Augu/?, and even when be did reach Ofiwego, he found
himfelf put to no little difficulty to maintain his ground,
for want of provifions; and the men being {o reduced,
more than once, to fhort allowance, as you have feen,
became troubled with the flux, and had not any thing
necefllary, not even rum {ufficient for the common men,
to prevent the fatal effeéts of that diforder.

In this manner, the fummer was fpent on our fide;
and the reafon why the French did not this year take
Ofwego, when they might, with fo little trouble, was,
as many befides myfelf conjectured, that they thought
it more their intereft, to purfue their projeéts on the
Qhio, and preferve the friendfhip of the confiderable

‘ Indians;
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Indians; which, an attack upon Ofwegs, at that time,
would have defiroyed. ’

How far they fucceeded in fuch their projets, and

- the reafons of .their fucceffes, a little animadverfion on
our own tranfactions will let us into the light of. ' For,
as appearances on our {ide, were very favourable in the
fpring ; general Braddocks defeat greatly increafed
the gloom, which fat on the countenances of the Ame-.
ricans.

Great things being expefted from him, he arrived
early in the {pring, at #irginia, with a confiderable land
force ; and fort ‘Du Quefne, feemed to be ours, if we

. did but go and demand it. The attacks defigned againft
Niagara, and fort Frederick, at Crown-Point, were
planned in the winter, and the troops employed againft
the: French in Nova-Scotia, embark’d at Boffon, in-
April.  Let us view the events befides thofe already
mentioned. General Braddock was ready to march in
April. " But through ignorance, or negle&, or a mif-
underftanding with the governor of Virginia ; had nei-
ther frefh provifions, horfes nor waggons provided ; and
{o late as the latter end of May, it was neceflary to ap-
ply to Penfylvania, for the moft part of thofe. This
negle®, created a moft pernicious diffidence and difcre-
dit of the Americans, in the mind of the general, and
prevented their ufefulnefs, where their advice was want-
ed, and produced very bad effeéts. He was a man (as
’tis now too well known and believ’d) by no meang, of
quick apprehenfion, and could not conceive that fuch
people could inftru@ him; and his yoqu_counfellors
prejudiced him flill more, {0 as to flight his officers, and
what was worfe, his enemy ; as it was treated as an ab--
furdity to fuppofe the Indians would ever attack regu-
lars: And, of courfe, no care was taken to infiru&t the
men, to refift their peculiar manner of fighting. Had
this circumftance been atte;réied to, I am fully perfugd-
. 2 € N
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ed, 400 Indians, about the number that defeated him,
would have given him very little apnoyance: Sure Iam,
400 of our people, rightly managed, would have made
no difficulty of driving before them, four times that
handful, to whom he owed his defeat and death.

The undertaking of the eaftern provinces to reduce
the fort at Crown-Point, met that fate, which the jar-
ring counfels of a divided people, commonly meet with;
for' though the plan was concerted in the winter of
1754, it was Auguf? before thefe petty governments
could bring together their troops. In fhort, it muft be
owned by all, -that delays were the banes of our under-
takings, except in the bay of Fundi, in Nova-Scotia,
where {ccrecy and expedition were rewarded with fuc-
cefs, and that province reduced. -

The general continued inattive, from the time he left
Ofwego, vo March 1756, when he was about to refume
the execution of his {cheme to attack Fromtenac and
Niagara. What would bave been the iffue of this pro-
je&t, neither myfelf, nor any other perfon, can now
pretend to fay, for juft ac this crifis, he received orders
trom England, to attempt nothing, till lord Loudon
thould arrive, which was faid fhould be early in the
fpring.  However, his lordfhip did pot get there until
the middle of Fuly, {o that by this delay, time was gi-
ven to the marquis de Montcalm (major-general Dief-
au’s fucceflor) to arrive from France at Canade with
3000 regular forces, and take the field before us.

But ro return from this digreflion to other tranfadi-
ons. When I was pretty well recovered again, I em-
barked on board a veflel from Albany for New-York ;
where, when I arrived, I found to my forrow, captain
?abn Shirley, the general’s fon, had been dead for fome
time ; he was a very promifing, worthy, young gentle-
man, and univerfally regretted. His company was gi-

ven to major Fames Kinnair, who ordered, that none
of
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of his men fhould go out on the recruiting: parties, as
was at firft intended by his- predeceffor; but, that the
private men fhould either return to Ofwego, or do duty
in the fort at New-York. Not liking my ftation here,
Liatreated the general, who was now arrived, for a fur-
low, to fee my friends at Penfylvania, which, he hav-
ing then no great occafion for me, at New-1ork, grant-
ed- for three months.

As I have here mentioned New-Yor#, and before gi-
ven a fhort account of the two cities, Philadelphia and
Bofton, it would be a difrefpet fhown to this elegant
one, not o take notice of it, as well as in {ome meafure
debaring the reader, from fuch information, as may not
be difagreeable ; but not being of that note or confe-
quence with the others, 1 fhall briefly cbferve; thar,

New-York is a very fine city, and the capital of the
province of that name; it contains about 3000 houfes,
and near. gooo inhabitants. The houfes are all well
built, and the meaneft of them faid to be worth 100/,
fterling, which cannot be faid of the city of the fame
name, nor of any other in England. 'Their converfa-
"tion is polite, and their furpiture, drefs, and manner of
living, quite elegant. In drinking and gallantry they
exceed any city in America. ‘

The great church is'a very handfome edifice, and
built in 1695. Here is alfo a Dutch church, a French
church, and a Lutheran church. The inhabitants of
Dutch extra&ion, make a confiderable part of the town,
and moft.of them fpeak Engli/b.

Having obtained my furlow, I immediately fet out
for Penfylvanid, and arriving at Philadelphia, found
the confternation and terror of the inhabitants was great-
ly increafed, to what it was when T left them. They
had made feveral treaties of friendfhip with the Jndzans,
who, when well ‘fupplied with arms, ammunition,

clothes, and other neceffaries, through the pacific mea-
' ‘ fures,
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fures, and defencelefs {tate of the Philadelphians, foon
revolted to the French, and commirted great out-rages
on the back parts of the province, deftroying and maf-
facting men, women and children, and every thing that
unhappily lay in their way.

A few inftances of which, together with the behavi-
our of the Philadelphians on thele occafions, I fhall
here prefent the reader with, who, of whatever feét or
profeffion, I am well afflured, muft condemn the paci-
fic difpofition, and private factions that then reigned;
not only in the a------ y, but among the magifirates them-
felves; who were a long time, before they could agree
on proper petitions, to roufe the aflembly from the le«
thargic and inactive condition they abfolutely remnained in,

~ For about the middlc of Oétober, a large body of In-
dians, chiefly Shawonefe, De-la-wares, &c. fll up-
-on this province, from feveral quarters, almoft at the
H{ame inftant, murdering, burninyg, and laying wafte all
where-ever they came; f{o that in the five counties of
Cumberland, York, Lancafter, Berks, and Northamp-
¢on, which compofe more than half the province, no-
thing but fcenes of diftra&tion dnd defolation were to be
feen. :

The damages which thefe counties had fuftained by
the defertion of plantations, is not to be reckoned up;
nor are the miferies of the poor inhabitants to be defcrib-
ed; many of whom, though efcaping with life, were,
without a2 moment’s warning, driven from thofe habita-
tions where they enjoyed every neceflary of life, and
were then expofed to all the feverity of an hard winter;
and obliged to folicit their very bread at the cold hand
of charity, or perifh with hunger, under the inclement
air,

To thefe barbarities T have already mentioned, T can-
not pafs over the following, as introductory caufes, of

the
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the Philadelphians at laft withftanding the outrages
of the Barbarians. ‘ '

At Gnadenbutten, a {fmall Moravian fettlement, in
Northampton county, the poor unhappy fufferers, were
fitting round their peaceful fupper, when the inbuman
murderers, muffled in the fhades of night, dark and hor-
rid as the infernal purpofes of their didbolic fouls, flole
upon them, butchered, fca]ped them, and confumed
their bodies, together with their horfes, ftock, and up-

- wards of {ixty head of fat cattle, (intended for the fub-
fiftance of the brethren at Bethlehem) all in one general
flame ; fo that next morning furnifhed only a melancho-
ly fpeftacle of their mingled afhes.

At the Great Cove in Cumberland, at Tulpehockin, in
Berks, and in feveral other places, their barbarities were
Thll greater, if poflible, © Men, women, children, and
"brute-beafts, fhared one common deftruction; and where
“they were not burnt to afhes, their mangled limbs were
found promifcuoufly ftrewed upon the ground, thofe
appertaining to the human form, fcarce to be diftinguith-
ed from the brute!

But of all the inftances of the barbarities T heard of,
in thefe parts, I could not help being moft affeGed with
the following.---One family, confifting of the husband,
his wife and a child, only a few hours old, were all found
murdered and fcalped, in this manner: The mother
firetched on the bed, with her new-born child, horti-
bly mangled, and put under her head for a pillow, while
the husband lay on the ground, hard-by, with his belly
ript up, and his bowels laid open. . .

In. another place, A woman with her fucking child,

finding that fhe had fallen into the hands of the enemy,
fell flat on her face, prompted by the firong call of na-
ture, to cover.and fhelter ber innocent child with her
own‘bod'y. The accurfed, favage rufhed from his Jurka
ing place, flruck her on the head with his fomabawé,

: TOre
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tore off her fcalp, and fcoured back into the woods,
without obferving the child, being apprehenfive that he
was difcovered. The child was found fometime after-
wards under the body of its mother, and was then alive,
Many of their young women were carried by the fa-
vages into captivity, referved, perhaps, for a worfe fate,
than thofe who fuffered death in all its horrid fhapes ;
and no wonder, fince they were referved by favages,
whofe tender mercies, might be accounted more cruel
than their very cruelty 1rfelf
Yet, even during all this dme, this province (had
things been properlly ordered) need but, in comparifon
to her flrength, have lifted her foot, and crufh’d all the
French force on their borders; but unufed to fuch un-
dertakings, and bound by non- ref/]ing principles from
exertmg her ftre ngth, and involv’d in difputes with the
proprietaries, the:y ftood fhll vainly hoping the French
would be fo modlerate, as to be content with their vi&to-
ry over Braddoc %, or at leaft confine -their attacks to
Virginia: But they then faw, and felt all this was de-
lufion, and the barbarities of the [adian parties headed
by French officcers: Notwithftanding all which, they
continued in dom eftic debates, without a {oldier in pay,
or a penny in the: treafury.  In fhort, if the enemy had
then had but 14 00 men at the Obio, and would have
attempted it, no rafhnefs could have been perceived in
their marching dewn to the city of Philadelphia.
Thus ftood ou r affairs on the fide of the Ohio, when
an old captain of” the warriors, in the intereft of the
Philadelpbians, and their ever faithful friend, whofe
name was Scarrosyda alias Monokatoathy, on the firft
notice of thefe m isfortunes, came haftening to Phila-
delpbm, together with colonel #7¢ifer, the provincial
interpreter, and tvo other fndian chiefs. Scarrooyda
-immediatey deman ded an audience of the affembly, who
were then ﬁmng, ‘10 whom he ffoke ina very aﬁeétxng
manner, -
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manner. - His fpeeches being printed, and fold about
Philadelphia, T procured one of them, which was as
follows. ’ ‘
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BrETHREN,

« We are once more come among you, and fincerely
condole with you on account of the late bloodfhed,
and the awful cloud that hangs over you, and over
us. Brethren, you may be undoubtedly aflured, that
thefe horrid adtions were committed by none of thofc
natipns that have any fellowfhip with us, but by cer-
tain falfe-hearted and treacherous brethren. It grieves
us more than all our other misfortunes, that any of
our good friends, the Engli/b, fhould fufpc& us of
having falle hearts.

BRETHREN,

¢ Tf you were not an infatuated people, weare 300
warriors, firm to your intereft; and, if you are fo
unjuft to us, asto retain any doubts of our fincerity,
we offer to put our wives, our children, and ail we
have into your hands, to deal with them as {eemecth
good to you, if we are found in the leaft to {werve
‘rom ypu. Bus, brethren, you muft {apport and af-
fift us, for we are hot able to fight alone againlt the
powerful nations who are coming againft you; and
you muft this moment refolve, and give us an expii=
cit anfwer what you will do:: For, thefe nations have
fent to defire us, as old friends, either to join theny,
or get out of their way, and (hift for ourfelves. Alas!
brethren, we are forry to leave you! We remember
the many tokens of your friendfhip to us: But, what
fhall we do? We cannot fland alone, and you will

not {tand with us f---
Bre-
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BRETHREN,

<« The time is preéious. While we are here confult-
“ ing with you, we know not what may be the fate of
“« our brethren at home. We do therefore, once more
<« invite, and requeft you to a& like men, and be no
¢ longer as women, purfuing weak meafures, that ren-
¢ der your names defpicable. If you will put the hat-
¢ chet * into our hands, and fend out a number of your
“ young men in conjunction with our warriors, and pro-
« vide the neceflary arms, ammunition, and provifions,
< and likewife build fome ftrong houfes for the protec-
« tion of our cld men, women and children, while we
“ are abfent in war, we fhall foon wipe the tears from
your eyes, and make thefe falfe-hearted brethren re-
pent their treachery and bafenefs, towards you, and.
“ towards us.
“ But, we muft at the fame time, folemnly affure
you, that if you delay any longer to at in conjunétion
with us, or think to put us off, as ufual, with uncer-
tain hopes, you muft not expeét to fee our faces un-
der this roof any more. We muft fhift for our own
fafety, and leave you to the mercy of our enemies,
as an infarvated people, upon whom we can have no
longer dependance.”
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The tears ftood in the old man’s eyes, while he deli-
vered this laft part; and no wonder, fince the very being
of his-nation depended upon their joining the enemy,
or our enabling them immediately to make head againft
them. .

1t was fome time, hiowever, before the affembly could
be brought o confent to any vigorous meafures for their
own defence. Their back inhabitants loft all patience
at their condudt.  Until ar length the governor exerted

his-

* See the note under tomahawl, page 19,
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his utmo(t power, and procured the militia, money, and
bills to pafs. By virtue of the former, the freecmen of
the province were enabled to form themf{elves inte com-
panics, and each company by a majority of votes, by
way of ballot, to chufeits own officers; viz. a captain,
lieutenant, and enfign; who, if approved of, were to be
,conw_}mifﬁoncd by the governor. So that the Philadel-
" phians were at laft permitted to rife and arm themfelves
in their own defence. They accordingly formed them-
felves into companies; the governor-figning to ail gen-
tlemen qualified, who had been regularly balloted, com-
"miflions for that purpofe.

Captain Davis, was one of the fift who had a com-
pany; and, being defirous of my fervice, in order to
inftru& the irregulars in their difcipline, obtained from
the governor, a certificate to indemnify me from any
punifhment which might be adjudged by the regiment to
which I already belonged ; for, without that, I had not
gone. Our company, which confifted of 100 men, was
not compleated until the 24th of December, 17555
when loofing no time, we next morning marched from
Philadelphia in high fpirits; refolving to fhew as litcle
quarter to the favages, as they had to many of us.

Colonel Armfirong had been more expeditious; for
he had raifed 280 provincial irregulars, and marched a
litde time before againft the Obio Morians ; but, of
him, more hereafter.

We arrived the 26th of December, at Bethlebem, in
the forks of the river De-la-ware; where, being kind-
ly received by the Moravians, we Joaded fix waggons
with provifions, and proceeded on to the Apalachian
Mountains, or Blue-Hills, toa town called Kennorton-
head, which the Moravians had deferted on account of
the Indians. Fifty of our men, of whom I made one,
where ordered before the reft, to fee whether the town
was deftroyed or not. Difpofing them to the beft advan-

. I 2 tage,
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tage, we marched on, till we came within five miles of
she place, which we found ftanding entire.

Having a very uneven, rugged road to i¢, and not above
four men able to go a-breaft, we were on a fudden alarm-
ed, by the firing of the flank-guard:, which were a fit-
tie in the rear of our van. The favages brifkly return-
ed their fire, and killed the enfign and ten of the men,
and wounded {everal others.

Fiading this, I being cliief in command (having adted
a5 lieutenant, and reccived pay as [uch from my firft en-
trance, for my trouble and duty in learning the compa-
ny,) ordered the men to march on with all expedition
to the town, and all the way to keep a running fire on
the enemy, as they had fallen on our rear.

We fhould have got there in very good order, had it
not been for a river we had o crofs, and the weather
being fo exceflive cold, our clothes froze to our bodies ‘
as foon as we got out of the water. However, with
great difficulty we reached the town, and got into the
church, with the lofs of twenty-feven men. There we
made as good preparations for our defence as poflible we
could, making a great fire of the benches, feats, and
what we could find therein, to dry our clothes; not
elteeming it the leaft facrilege or crime, upon fuch an
emergency.

The Tadians foon followed us into the town, and
furrounding us, tried all methods to burn the church;
but our continual firing kept them off for about fix
hours, until our powder and ball were all expended.
In the night they fet feveral houfes on fire; and, we
dreading the confequences of being detained there, re-
folved to make one bold effort, and puth ourfelves thro’
the favages forces, which was accordingly done with the
moft undaunted courage. The enemy fired continually
on us, during our retreat, and killed many of our men,
but in their confufion many of themfelves as well; it be~

ing
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ing {o very dark  that we were not well able to difcern
our own party ; fo that only five of us kept together and
got into the woods; the reft, whom we left behind, I
doubr fell facrifices to the favages.

The night being fo exceflive cold, and having but
few cloaths with us out of the church, two of my com-
rades froze to death, before we could reach any inhabi-
ted place. In fhort, we did not get any relief till four
~o’clock in the morning, when we arrived at a houfe that
lay in the gap of the Blue-Hills ; where our captain had
arrived with the remainder of the men and waggons the
day before.

The captain inquiring our fuccefs, T gave him the
melancholy detail of our unfortunare expedition : Upon
which, an exprefs was immeditely {ent to the governor,
with the account; who ordered 16co men to march the
next morning for the fame place, under the command
of general Franklin, not only to bury the dead and build
a fort there, but to extirpate the favages who infefted
-thele parts, and were too powerful for our {mall num-
ber under captain Dawvis, '

The remainder of our little party were now building
a fort at the place where we lay, for our defence, un-
till more afliftance fhould arrive; for we were under con-
tinual apprehenfions of the Jndians purfuing and attack-
ing us again.

On the gth of Fanuary 1756, we were reinforced by
general Frantlin and his body; and the next day fet
out again for Kennorton-head; where, when we arrive
ed, to our great confternation, we found little occafion
to bury our unhappy comrades, the {wine (which in that
country are vaftly numerous in the woods) having de-
voured their bodies, and nothing but bones flrewed up
and down were to be feen.  We there built a fort in the
place, where the old church had ftood, and gave it the

name of fort «Allen; this was finifl’d in fix days, and
in
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in fo good a manner, -that 1oo men would make: great
refiftance againft a much greater number of Indians.

On the 18th, 1400 of us were ordered about fiftecn
miles diftant from thence, on the frontiers of the pro-
vince; where we built another fort call’d Fort-Norris,
In our way thither, we found fix men fcalp’d and mur-
dered, in a moft cruel manner. By what we could dif-
cern, they had made a vigorous defence, the barrels and -
ftocks of their guns, being broke to pieces, and themfelves
cut and mangled in a terrible manner.

From thence, we were ordered to march towards a
place called the Minnifinkes, bur this journey proved
longer than we were aware of.  The Indians commit-
ting great cutrages in thefe parts, having burnt and de-
firoyed all the houtes, &re. 1n our way: Thefe tragic-
altions caufed us to divide ourfelves into feveral parties,
who were ordered divers ways, to cut off as many of thefe

~ favages as poflible.

The day after this [cheme was put into execution, we
met with a {mall party, which we put to the rout, killing
fourteen of them. We then made all poffible difpatch to
fave fome houfes we faw on fire, but on our nearer ap-
proach, found our endeavours in vain: Fobn Swifber,
and his family, having been before {calp’d, and burnt 1o
athes in his own houfe. On the following night, the
houfe of Fames 77 allis underwent the fame fate ; him-
felf, wife, feven children, and the reft of his family,
being {calp’d and burnt therein. The houfes and fami-
lies of Philip Green, and Abrabham Nairn, {uffered in
the like manner. Nor did the cruelty of thefe barbarians
ftop here, but attacked the dwelling-houfe of George
Huntcr, efq. a gentleman of confiderable worth, and
a juftice of the peace, who made a brave refiftance, and
rather than fall into the hands of thefe mifcreants, chofe
to meet death in the flames; which he, his wife, and all
his houfhold confifting of fixteen in number, did with

the
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-the utmoft bravery, before any affiftince could be re-
ceived from our general, who had difpatched 500 of us
for t}}at purpofe, on an exprefs being fent to him that
‘morning, ;

- ¥rom thence we marched to the DMinifinkes, and buile
Fort Norris. On the gth of March, we fet our with
1000 men to the head of the Minifinkes, -and built a-
nother fort, which we named Frantlin, in honour of our
gencral. All which forts we garvifon’d with as many men
as we could poflible fpare. .

After this, we were daily employed in fcouring the
woods from fort to fort, of thefe noxious creatures, the
Indians, and in getting as much of the corn together 2s
we could find, to prevent the favages from having any
benefit therefrom. '

Nowwithftanding our vigilance, thefe villains on the
15th arracked the houfe of Fames Grabam, but by pro-
vidence, he with his wife, who had juft laid in, and the
young infant in her arms, (with pothing about her but
her fhift) made their efcape to Fort-Allen, about fifteen
miles diftant.  The child perithed by the way, and it was
matter of wonder to the whole garrifon, to find either of
them alive; indeed, they were in a deplorable condition,
and we imagined they would expire every moment. The
wife however, to our great aftonifhment, recover’d, but
the husband did not furvive above lix hoursafter their
arrival.

The houle of Jfaac Cook fuftered by the flames, him-
felf, his wife, and eight children, being lcalp’d and burnt
in it

Tedious and fhocking woeuld it be to enumerate half
the murders, conflagrations and outrages, committed by
thefe hellith infidels. Let it fuffice therefore, that from
the year 1753, when they firlt began their barbariiies,
they had murder’d, burat, fcalp’d and deltrey’d, above
3500 fouls; above rooo whereof, vere uahappy inha-

R bitants
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bitants of the weftern part of Philadelphia. Men, wo-
men and children, fell alike a prey to thefc favages: No
regard being had by them, to the tender intreaties of an
affettionate parent, for a beloved child, or the infant’s
prayers, in behalf of his aged father and mother.  Such
are the miferable calamities attendant on fchemes for gra-
tifying the ambition of a tyrannic monarch, like France,
or the weak contrivances and indolent meafures, of blun-
dering minilters and negociators----.

The time of my furlow at length expiring, I prepar-
ed to fet out for my regiment. Having a recomm;ndm
tory letter from general Franklin to major Kinnair, as
to my fervices, I marched forward for New-York:
Where being arrived, 1 waited on the major, he being a
worthy gentleman, univerfally beloved by the whole regj-
ment; and, after giving him an account of all our tran-
fattions, and the hardthips and labours we had gone
through, 1 was difimiffed. v '

After fome flay there, T was ordered to proceed on
my warch for Ofwego once more. But, before 1 go
further with my own affairs, T fhall juft recount the re-
fult of thofe provincials, who went, as T mentioned be-
fore, to quell the favages, under the command of co-
lonel Arsiyjtrong. ‘

He having under his command 280 provincials, de-
ftined againit the Obio Morians, againft whom nothing
had been attempted, notwichftanding their frecluent in-
curfions and murders, penctrated 140 miles through the
woods, from fort Shirley, on Funiaia river, to Kittan-
ning an Indian town on the Ohio, avout twevx};*y-ﬁve
miles above fort Du Quefne, belonging to the French.
He foon join’d the advanc’d party as the Begver-dams ;
and, on the fourth evening, after being within f{ix miles
of Kittanning, the fcouts difcovered a firein the road, and
reported that there were but three or four Indians at it
At that time, it was not thought preper to attempt fur-

prifing
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prifing t.hefe Indians, left, if one fhould efZ:apé, the
town might be alarm’d: Lieutenant ‘Hogg, therefore,
with twelve men, was left to warch them, with orders
not to fall upon them, until day-break ; and our forces
turned out of the path, to pafs their fire, without dif-
turbing them,

About three in the morning, having been guided by
the whooping of the Indian warriors, at a dance in the
town, they reached ' the river at about 100 perches be-
low it.  As {oon as day appeared, the attack began;
captain’' Facobs chief of the Indians, gave the war-
whoop, and defended his houfe bravely through the loop-
holes in the logs. 'The Indians generally refufing quar-
ter, colonel Armftrong ordered their houses to be fet on
fire, which was done by the officers and foldiers with
great alacrity.  On this, fome burft out of the houfes,
and attempted to reach the river, but were inftandy fhot
down. Captain Facobs in getting out of a window, was
fhot and fcalp’d, as were alfo his Squaw, and a lad they
call’d the king’s fon. The Indians had a number of
{pare arms in their houfes loaded, which went off” in
quick fucceflion, as the firecame to them; and quanti-
ties of gun-powder, which had been ftor’d in every
houfe, blew up from time to time, throwing their bo-
dies into the air. '

Eleven Englifb prifoners were releafed, who inform-
ed the colonel, that, that very day, two batteaux of
Frenchmen, with a large party of “De-la-ware and French
Indians, were to have joined captain Facobs, to march
and take fort Shirley ; and that twenty-four warriors,
had fet out before them the preceeding evening; which
proved to be the party that had kindle«_d the fire tlhe. pre-
ceeding night ; for our people returning, found lieute-
nant Hogg wounded in three places; and learned, that
he had attacked the fuppofed party cf three or four at
the fire, bur found them too firong for him, He lilld

‘ ‘ K three
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three of them, however, at the fift fire, and foughs
them an hour; when, having loft three of his men, the
reft 25 he lay wounded, abandon’d him and fled, the
enemy purfuing. Lieutenant Hogg died {foon after of
his wounds.

Enough of thefe two expeditions has been faid; nor,
can I well tell which of the two was moft fuccefsful,
both lofing more of their own men, than they kilP’d of
the enemy.

A little rerrofpection again on the ations and beha-
viour of the Philodelphians, and the other provinces and
places in conjunéion with them, may here be fomething
necellary : For, when I arrived at Philadelphia, T
found, that hewever melancholy their fituation had been
of late, this good efledt had been obtain’d, that the moft
prejudiced and ignorant individual was feelingly convin-
ced of the neceflity of vigorous meafures; and, befides
national and public views, then, the more prevailing
ones of revenge and f{elf-intereft gave a {pur to their
counfels. 'They were accordingly raifing men with the
utmoft expedition; and bad, before the end of the fum-
wer, a confiderable number, though not equal to what
they conld furnifh, having at leaft 45,000 men in Per-
Sylvania able to fight. o

And, purfuant to agreement, fome months before,
the four governments of New-England, in conjunétion .
with New-2ork (which laft furnithed 1300) had now
aliernbled 8ooo men (for the atrack of fort Frederic )
at Albany, 150 miles N. of New-¥ork, and about 130
from Crown-Point, under the command of general
SFinflowe. But many people dreading the cruelty of the
French, were not fo very eager to join them this year,
as the laft; an imprefs therefore of part of the milita,
was ordered in New-2ork governaﬁem. To prevent
which, fubferiptions were {2t on foor, to engage volun-

teers
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teers by high bounties; {o loath were they, that fome
got nine or twelve paunds flerling to inlift.

The 44th, 48th, soth, and §1(t regiment of Greaz--
Britain weye deftin’d for the campaign on the great lake
Ontario, and moftly marched for Ofwego, thence to be

. carried over in 200 great whale boats, which were then
at the lake, and were built at Schenetady on Mohawk’s
river, and were long, round and light, as the batreaux,
being flat-bottom’d and {mall, would not anfwer the na-
“vigation of the lake, where the waves were often very
high. They were then, at laft intended to attack fort
Frontenac, mentioned before, and the other French

* forts on the lake.  Upwards of 2000 batteau-men were
employed to navigate the batteaux, each 4 ton burden,
Iaden with provifions and ftores from Albany up rhe
DMvhawk’s river, then through Oreyda lake and river,
down to Ofweso. There were likewie oo failors hir'd
and gone up from New-2ork (as I found, when 1 ar-
rived there) to navigate the four arm’d fhips on the lake,.
built there, as I have before mention’d, the laft year, for
the king’s fervice, and two others were then building ;
fosiths, carpenters, and other artificers, having gone
there for that purpofe fome weeks before. Such were the
preparations and armaments for this campaign, bug how
fruitlef, to our great difgrace, were foon knoyvn all over

“the world !

I fhall not trouble the reader with a long account, ofa
long march I had to take from New-York to Ofwego, to
join my regiment, fuffice it therefore, that L arrived there
about the middle of Fuly; but in my march thither
with fome recruits, we join'd colonel Broadftreet at Al- -
bany, and on the 6th of May, at the Great Carrying-
place, had a fkirmith with the French and [;zd{a;z:,
“wherein feverals were killed and wounded on both fides;
of the latter I made one. Receiving a fhot through my
left-hand, which intirely difabled my third and fourth

R K 2 fingers;

e}
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fingers; and having no hofpital, or any conveniencies
for the fick there, I was afier having my band drefled,
in a wretched manner, {cnt wict the next batteau to JA/-
bany to get it car’d. ,

As foon as T was well, I fet forwards for Ofwegoagain,
And, when arrived there, I began to make what obfer-
vations I could, as to the alterations that had been made
fince my departure in the month of Céiober precg:eding.
The works of Ofwego, at this time confifted of three
forts, viz. The Old Fort, built many years before,
whofe chief flrength was a weak ftone wali, about two
feet thick, fo il cemented, that it could not refift the
force of a fiur pound ball, and fituated on the ealt {ide
of the harbour; the two other forts, call’d #or¢-Onta-
rio, and For¢-George, were each of them at the diftance
of about 450 yards from the Old #ort, and firuated on
two eminences, which commanded it; both thefe as 1
have already obferved, were begun to be built laft year
upon plans, which made them defenfible againft muf-
quetry, and caanon-of three or four pound ball only;
the time not allowing works of a ftronger nature to be
then undertaken.

For our defence againft large cannon, we entirely
depended on a {uperior naval force upon the lake, which
fight have put it in our power to prevent the French
from bringing heavy artillery againft the place, as that
could only be done by water carriage, which is my op-
pition, as well as many others, If the naval force had
bur done their duty, Ofwego might have been ours to
this very day, and intirely cut off the communication of
the French from Canada o the Obio: But if T would
infi{t on this, as the particulars requires, I perhaps would
affront fome, and injure myfelf, all to no purpofe, or of
any beneficial fervice to recal our former loffes; for
that reafon, I fhall defer enlarging on the fubje&, al-

: though,
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_though, at the fame time, I can give very good circum-
{ftances to maintain my argunent, if required.

A duy or two after being at Ofwego, the fort was
alarmed by hearing a firing; when on difpatching pro-
per fcouts, it was found to be the French and Indians
engaging the batteau-men and failors, convoying the pro-
vifions to Ofwego, from one river to another.  On this
a detachment of §oo men were ordered out in purfuit
of them, whereof 1 was one. We had 3 narrow pafs
in the woods to go through, where we were attacked by
a great number of fndians, when a defperate fight be-
gan on both fides, that lafted about two hours. How-
éver, at laft we ga'med a compleat viftory, and put them
intrely to the rout, killing fourteen of them, and wound-
ing above forty.  On our fide we had but two men kil-

led'and {ix wounded. Many more would have been kil-
led of both parties, had it not been for the thicknefs of
the woods, . '

I cannot here omit recounting a moft fingular tranfac-
tion that happened during this my fecond time of being
there, which, though fcarce credible, is abfolutely true,
‘and can be teftified by hundreds, who knew, and have
often feen the man; in fhort, one Moglafky of the goth
regiment, an Jri/bman, being placed as centinel over the
rum which had arrived, and being curious to know its
goodnefs, plerced the cafk, and drank dll he was quite
intoxicated ; when, not knowing what he did, he ram-
bled from his poft, and fell afleep a good way from the
garrifon.  An Indian {coulking that way for prey, (as

“is conjeGtured) met him, and made free with his fcalp,
which he plucked and carried off. The ferjeant in the
morning, finding him proftrate on his face, and_ feeing
his fealp off, imagined him to be dcad ; buton his near-
er approach, and raifing him from the groun_d, the fellow
awaked from the found fleep he had been in, and afked

the ferjeant what he wanted, The ferjeant quite fu(:{m
) ! pnze
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prized at the flrange behaviour of the fellow, interrogat-
ed him, how he came there in that condition? He re-
replied, He could not tell ; but that be got very drunk,
and.rambled he knew not whither. The ferjeave advif-
ed him to prepare for death, not having many bours to
live, as he had loft his fcalp. . Arrah, my dear, now
(cries he) and are you joking me? for he really knew
nothing of his being fcrved 1 the manner he was, and
would not belicve any accideat had bappened him, un-
til feeing his clothes bloody, he felt his head, and found
it to be too true, as well as having 2 cut from his mouth
to his ear. He was immediarely carried before the go-
vernor, whe afking him, how he came to leave his poft?
He revlied, 7har being very thirfty, he bad broached
a cafk of rum, and drank about a pint, which made him
drunk; but if his honour would forgive him, he’d never
be guilty of the lite agarm. ‘The governor told him, it
was very probable he never would, as he was now no
better than a dead man.  However, the furgeons dref
{ed his head there, as well as they could, and then fent
him in a battean ro .4/bany, where he was perfedly cur-
ed; and to the great furprize of every body,,was living
when I left the country. This, though fo extraordi-
nary and unparalelled an affair, .1 aver to be true; hav-
ing feveral umés feen the man after this accident happen-
ed to him. How his life was preferved feems a mira-
cle, as no inftance of the like was ever known.

I had forgot to mention, That before I left Albany
the laft time, upon colonel Broadftreet’s arrival there,
in his way to Ofwego, with the provifions and forces,
confifting of about 500 whale boats and batteaux, in-
tended for the campaign on the great lake Ontario, men-
tionea before; 1 joined his corps, and proceeded on with
the batreaux, &ve, ' -

Going up the river Onondaga towards Ofwego, the
batteaumen were on the 29th of Fune, atiacked near

' the,



- Of Perer WiLLismsow, 71

the Falls, about nine miles from Ofwego, by g00 French

and fndians, who killed and wounded feventy-four of

our men, before we could get on fhore, which, as foon

as we did, the French were routed, with the lofs of
- ™~

130 men killed, and feveral wounded, whom we took

prifoners.

Had we known of their lying in ambuth, or of their
intent to artack us, the viétory would have been much
more compleat on our fide, as the trobps colonel Broad-
Jreet commanded, were regular, well difciplined, and
in tolerable health, whereas the French, by a long paf-
fage at fea and living hard after their arrival at Canada
were much harrafled and fatigued.

However, we got all fafe to Ofwego with the batteaux

- and provifions, together with rigging and ftores for the
large veflels, excepting twenty-four cannon, fix poun-
ders, that were then at the Great Carrying-Place;
which colonel Broadftreet was to bring with him, upon
his next paffuge, from Schenectady; to which place, as
foon as he had delivered to the quarter-mafter all the
ftores under-his care, he was ordered to return with the
batteaux and men, to receive the orders of major general
Ambercrombze.  In his return from Schenectady, *twas
expeéted that Halket’s and “Dunbar’s regiments would
have come with him, in order to take fort-Frontenac,
and the other French forts on the lake Ontario.  Bur,
alas! as fchemes for building caftles in the air, always
-prove abortive, for want of proper architeéture and foun-
dation, fo did this {cheme of ours, for want of a due
knowledge of our own firvation !

‘On the arrival of thefe forces, a new brigantine and
floop were fitted out; and about the fame time a large
fnow was alfc launched and rigged, and only waited for
her guns and fome running rigging, which they expec-
ted every day by colonel Broadflrect ; and bad he re-
surned in time with the cannon and batteau-men under

his
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his command, the French would not have dared to have
appeared on the lake; but colonel Broaiffreet happen-
ed to be derained with the batteaux at Schenectady for
above a month, waiting for the forty-fourth regiment to
march with him: The dilatorine{s of this imbarkation
at Schenectady cannet be imputed to colonel Broadftreet,
becaufe general Shirley waited with impatience for the
arrival of lord Loudon Campbel! from England; and
" when his lordfhip landed at New-Yor#, he, in a few days
after, proceeded to Albany, where his lordthip took the
command of the army from general Shirley, and upon
comparing, and confidering the bad fituation of his for-
ces, and of the different governments upon the conti-
nent were in, his lordfhip, with advice of feveral other
experienced officers, thought himfelf not in a condition
to proceed on any enterprize for that feafon, no further
than ro maintain our ground at Ofwego ; for which pur-
pofe, colonel Broadftrect was immediately ordered off
with the batteaux and provifions, as alfo, the forefaid
regiments ; but before Broadflreet arrived at the Great
Carrying-Place, Ofwego was taken with all the fhips of
war, although our naval force was far fuperior to the
French. -
Before T relate the attack of Ofwego, 1 fhall review
a little what the French were doing during thefe our di-
latory, pompous proceedings. /
The marquis de Paudreuil, governor and lieutenant-
general of New- France, whilft he provided for the fe-
curity of the frontiers of Canada, was principally at-
tentive to the lakes. Being informed that we were mak-
ing vaft preparations at Ofwego for attacking Niagara
and Frontenac, he took and razed in the month of
March, the fort where we had formed our principal
magazine, and in Fune following defiroyed, on the ri-
ver of Chonegan or Ofwego, {ome of our veflels, and
made {ome prifoners.  The fuccefs of thefe two expe=
‘ ’ ditions
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’ait'ioris encouraged him ro a& offenfively, and'to attack
us at Ofwego. This fettlement they pretended, and’
il infift on, to Le an. incroachment, or ihvafion, which
we had made in a time of profound peace, and againft
which, they faid; they had continually remonfirated;
during our blundering, negotiating Ldwyer’s refidence
at France. It was av firll, fay they, only a fortified
tiagazine ; but in order'to avail themfelves of its advan+
tageous fituation in the centre almoft of the French co-
lonies, the Engli/b added, from time to time, feveral
hew works, and made it confift of three forts, as above
deferibed. ) _ !

The troops defigned for this expedition by the French
amounted to near §00o men, Igo"o‘of which were te-
gulars. To prevent his - defign being difcovered; M.
de Vaudreuil pretended in order the better to deceive us,
who had fo long before been blind, that he'was pro-
viding only for the fecurity of Niagara and Frontenac.
The marquis de Montcalm; who commanded on this
occafion; arrived the 29th of Fuly at fort Frontenac;
and having given the necellary directions for fecuring his
tetreat, in cafe it {hould have been rendered inevitable;
by a fuperior force; {ent our two veflels; one of twelve;
and the other of fixteen guns; to cruife off Ofwego, and

ofted a chain of Canadians and Indians on the road be2
tween Ofwego and Albany, to intercept our ‘ouriers,

All the forces; and the vellels, with the artillery and
ftores; being arrived in the bay of Nixoure, the place
of general rendezvous, the Marquis de Mbonicaim,
ordered his advance guard to proceed to a creek, cal-
led, Anfe aux Cabannes, three leagues from Ofvego.
But,--- ‘ . ' .

To carry on this account the more accurate and in-
telligible to the reader, I fhall recitc the a&ions of the

French and ourfclves together, asa more clear and.h‘};-
L ¢iné¥
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c¢in& manner, of making thofe unacquainted with the
art of war, more fenfible of this important affair,

Colonel Mercer, who was then commanding officer
of the garrifon at Ofwego, having on the fixth of Au-
guf?, intelligence of a large encampment of Freneh and
Indians, about twelve miles off, difpatched one of the
fchooners, with an account of it to caprain Bradley, who
was then on a cruize with the large brigantine and two
floops ; at the fame time, defiring him to cruize as far
to the eaftward as he could, and to endeavour to prevent
the approach of the French on the lake; but meeting
the next day with a fmall gale of wind, the large bri-
gantine was drove on fhore near Ofwego, in attempting
to get into the harbour; of which mistortune, the Jndr-
ons immediately gave M. de Montcalm; the French ge-
neral notice, who took rhat opportunity of tranfporting
his heavy cannon to about a mile and a half of the forr,
which he could not otherwile have done, had mot their
been fome negledt on our (ide,

For on the 1oth, the firft divifion of the French be«

- ing arrived at .Anfe aux Cabannes, at two o’clock in the

morning ; the van-guard proceeded at four in the after-
noon by land, acrofs woods, to ancther creck within
half a league of Ofwego, in order to favour the debar-
kation. At mid-night their firlt divifion repaited to this
creck, and there ere@ted a battery on the Iake Ontario.
Colonel Mercer, in the morning of the 1oth, on
fome canocs being fzen to the eaftward, fent out the
fmall fchooner to make difcovery of what.they were; '
fhe was fcarce half a mile from the fort, before The dif-
covered a very large encampment, clofe under the op-
pofite point, being the firft divifion of the French troops
above-mentioned. On this, the two floops (the large
brigantine being fhill on fhore) were fent out with orders,
i poflible, to annoy the enemy ; but this w4s to no pur-
pole; the enemy’s cannon being large and well pointed,
, : ~ hulled
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hulled the veflels almoft every fhot, while theirs fell
fhort of the fhore. ' - '
"T'his day and the next, the enemy were employed-in
making gabions; fauciffons, and fafcines, and in cutting
2 road crofs the woods, from the place of landing, to
the-place where.the trenches were. to be opened : And,
'the fecond divifion of the enemy arriving on the 11th,
in the morning, .with the artillery and provifions, the
fgme immediately landed without any oppofition. Tho’
difpofitions were made for opening the trenches on the
* 10th at night, "it was midnight before they could begin
the trench, which was rather a parallel, of about 100
“Toifes * in front, and opencd at the diftance of 9o Toi-
{es from the fofs of fort Ontario, in ground embarral~
fed with rrunks of trees.
" About five in the mérning of the 11th, this parallel
. was finithed, and the workmen began to eret the bat-
teries. ~ Thus was the place invefted by about 5000
men, and thirty-two picces of cannon, from twelve to
eighteen pounders, befides feveral large brafs mortars
and hoyets, (among which artillery was part of general
Braddock’s).” About noon they began the attack of
fort Ontario, with fmall arms, which was brifkly return-
ed. All this day-the garrifon was employed on the Welt-
fide of the river, in repairing the batteries on the South-
fide of the Old-Fort. ¥y
The next morning, (the 12th,) at day-break, alarge
number of French batteaux were difcovered on the lake,
in their way to join the enemy’s camp; on which, colo-
nel Mercer ordered the two {loops to be again {ent out,
with dire&ions to get between the batteaux and the camp,
‘but heforc our veflels came up, the batteaux- bad fecar-
ed themfelves under the fire of their cannon,
' L 2 In
% 8 Toiﬁ',is a Fron meafure, and contains souat two fathem
er fix icet in lengih, ‘
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In the evening, a detachment was made of reo men
- S \ . -
of the soth (general Pepperell’s) regiment, and 126 of
the New-Ferfey provincials, under the command of co-
lonel Schuyler, to take poffeflion of the fort on the hill,
to the Weltward of the O/d-Fort, and under the direc-
tion of the engineer, Mr, AdKeller were to put it into
the beft ftate of defence they ¢ould; in which work,
they were employed all the following night.

The enemy on the Faft-fide contnued their approa-
ches to the fort Ontario, but with their utmoft efforts
for a long time they could not bring their cannon to bear
on it. However, drawing their cannon with great ex-
pedition, next morning (the 13th) about ten o’clock, to
a battery ere@ed within {ixty yards from ic;. they play-
- ed them very hotly on the garrifon, notwithftanding the
conftant fire kept on them, and the lofs of their princi-
pal engineer, who was killed in the trenches. A coun-
cil of war, was immediately held by the officers of ge-
neral Pepperell’s regiment, who obferving the mortars~
were beginning to play, concluded it mofit advifable to
quit fort Ontario, and join colonel Schuyler’s regiment
at fort George (or fort Rafcal;) and an account of this
latter battery being fent to colonel Bercer, by the com-
- mandant of the enemy, ordering him to evacuate the
fort, they accordingly did, about three in the afternoon,
deftroying the cannon, ammunition, and provifions there-
?n, and managed their retreat o as t pafs the river, and
join the troops at the Weft-fide without the lofs of a
man. ‘Thefe troops being about 370, were immediate-
ly ordered 1o join colonel Schuyler, which they accord-
ingly did, and were employed all the following night in
compleating the works of that forr. =

M. Montcalm immediately took pofleflion of fort
Qitaris, and ordered the communication of the paral-
lel to be continued to the banks of the river, where, in
the beginning of the night, they began a grand-battery,

plaged
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.pla’ged in fuch a manner, that it. could not enly batter
fort Ofwege, 2nd the way from thence to fort George,
“but alio the intrenchment of Ofwego.
_ In the morning of the 13th, the large brigantine be-
ing off the rocks, and repaired, a detachment of eighty
men of the gurrifon was put on board of her and the two
'jﬂoopS,‘ in order to- o out immediately, ‘but the wind
continuing to blow direétly into the harbour, rendered
it impoflible for them to get out befare the place was
furrendered.  This night, as well as the night before,
perties of the epemy’s irregulars made feveral attempts
o furprize our advance guards and centinels, on the
Welt-fide of the river, but did not {ucceed in any of
them.
The enemy were employed this night in bringing ugt
their canncn, and raifing a battery.  On our fide, we
‘kept a conflapt fire of canpon and fhells from the O/d
Fort, acd works about it The cannon which moft an-
poyed thé cnewiy, were four picces, which we revers’d
on the plat-form of an carthen work, which furrounded
the Old Fort, and which was intirely enfiladed by the
enemy’s battery on the oppofite fhore: In this fitwati-
on, without the leaft cover, the train, affifled by a de-
tachment of fifty of Shirley’s regiment, behaved remarks
ably well. '
" At day-break, on the 14th, we renewed our fire on
that part of the oppefite fhore, where we h.ad thf even-
ing betore, obferved the enemy at work, in raifing the
battery. : o
~ The enemy in three columns, confifting of 2¢00

Canadians and {avages, crofled the river, fome by .iwirr}-»
ming, and others by wading, with the water up to '(‘zjﬁivi?
middles, in order to inveft and attack the old fort, Thie
bold a&ion, by which they intirely cut off the commu-~
pication of the two forts; the celerity with which tne
works were carried on, in ground that we thogght 1m-
S Eraé_’ucablci
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pradticable; a continual return of our fire frqm a bat-
ery of ten cannon, twelve pounders; and their prepar-
ing a battery of rrortars and hoyerts, rpade co_lonel ﬁ/ier.-
cer think it advifeable (he not knowing their nqmbers)
to order colonel Schuyler with 500 memn, to ogpoie them,
which would accordingly have been cql'ried intw execu-
tion, and confequently, every man of the o0 cut off,
had not colonel AMercer been kill’d by a cannon-ball, a
few minutes after. "i’he refolution of this valiant colo-
nel, feem’d to be determined to oppofe the Frjenc{) 0
the laft extremity, and to maintain bis ground at Ofwe-
g0, but his final doom came on fo unexpcétedly, that’
his Jofs was univerfally regreted. '

About ten o’clock, the enemy’s battery was. rcady
to play; at which time, all our places of deifence’,‘ were
either enfiladed, or ruined by the conftant fire of th_elr
cannon; tort Raftal ov George, 1n i)art}c_ular, hazlng
at that time no guns, and fcarce in a condition to defend
itlelf again(t fmnall arms; with 2500 irregulars on our
backs, ready to ftorm us on that fide, and 2000 of their
regulars as ready to land in our front, under the fire of
their cannon.  Whercas,

Fort Rafcal might have been made a very defenfible
fortrefs, lying on a hill, and the afcent to it {o {teep, that
had an enemy been ever {o pumerous, they muit have
fuffered greatly in an attempt to form it.  Why it was
not in a better {tate, it becomes not me to fuy; bur matters
were fo.

And in this fituation we were, when colonel Little-
hales, who fucceeded colonel Mercer in the command,
called a council of war, who were, with the cogineers,
unanimouily of opinion, that the works were no longer
tenable; and that it was by no means prudent to ri{que
a ftorm with {uch unequal numbers.

The chamade was accordingly ordered to be beat,
and the firing ceas’d on both fides; yet the French were

not
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not idle, but improved this opportunity to bring up more
cannon, and advance “theé main' body of their troops
within mufquet-fhot of the garrifon, and prepared eve-
ry thing for a ftorm. Two officers were fent 1o the
French general, to know what terms he would give;
th.e marquis de Monicalm made aplwer, That they
might expe@ whatever terms were confiftent with the
fervice of his Moft Chriftian majelly : He accordingly
agreed to the following.

" Article 1. « The garrifon fhall furrender prifoners
¢ of war, and fhall be conduéted from hence to Mor-
¢ treal, where they fhall be treated with humanity,
“ and every one fhall have treatment agreeable to their
“ refpedtive ranks, according to the cuftom of war.

11, « Ofﬁcers, and foldicrs, and individuals, fhall
¢ have their baggage and cloaths, and they fhall be al-
* Jowed to carry them along with them.

IIL. « They fhall remain prifoners of war, until they
* are exchanged. :

- Given at the camp before OswEGO,

Auvguft 14, 1756,
BRI IR poNTCAaL M,

By virtue of this capitulation, the garrifon furrenders
ed prifoners of war, and the French immediately‘to_ok
pofeflion of” Ofwego, and fort George, which they'in-
tirely deftroyed, agreeable to their orders, after remov=-
ing the artillery, war-like {tores, and provifions. .

But, to defcribe the -plunder, havock and devaftati-
on, made by the French, as well as the favages, who
rufhed in by thoufands, is impoflible. For notwithftand-

ing the C/Jf\{[fiafz promife made by the general ;\1; afh;s
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MofF Chriftian majefty, they all behav’d more like in= .
ternal beings, than creatures in huunan fhapes. In fhort,
not contented with furrendering upon the <hove rerms,‘
they fealp’d and killed all the fick and wounded in the
hofpltals, mangling, butchering, cutting, and choppmg
off their heads, arms, leps, & with Hdes, hatchets,
and other fuch dzabohcal 1nﬂruments treating the whole
with the utmolt cruelty, noththﬂardmg the repeated
interceflions of the defencelefs {ick and: wounded’ for
mercy ; which were, indeed; piteous enough to have
ioftenad any heart pofletfed of the minutelt particle of
humanity !

Here, T caanot hclp obferving, that notwuhﬁandnw
what has been {aid of the bbh&\’lOUf of thie officers of
thele (the soth »nd g1fl) regiments, 1 muft, with the
greateft trurh, give them the charaéters of brave, but,
1 wifh I could fay, experienced wlen; every one of them,
that I had an opportanity of obferving, during the fiege;
behaving with the urmott courage and mtrep1d ty. Nor,
i this place, can I omit particularly naming Fames
Campbell, and enfigns Fvern and Hickes, who aflifted
with the greateft fpmt and alacrity, the private men at
the great gunw Bur, for fuch 2n handful of men as
our gﬂmfons then confiflted of, and the works being of
fuch a weak, and defencelefs natie, to have made 4
longer defence, or have caufed the enemy to raife the
ﬁege, would have been fuch an inftance, as England;
for many years, never hath expcnenced and, I am
afraid, will bLe ‘many more, before it will, for reafons
that are too obvious.

The qumnt\' of ftores and ammunition we then had"
in the three forts, is almoft incredible.  But of what avail
are powda andball, if wailsand ramparts are defencelefs,
and men Infufficient to make ufe of them. In fhort;
the French by taking this place, made themf{elves maf-
ters of the following things; a all which were immediates

Iy
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l}_f {ent pq_F rontenac, viz. Seven pieces of braf§ cannon»
nineteen, fourteen, and twelve pounders; forty-eight
iron cannon, of nine, fix, five, three, and two pound-
ers; a brafs mortar of nine inches, four twelfths, and
v'thfirteen‘ others of fix'and three inches; forty-feven fwi-
vel guns ; 23,000/, of gun-powder ; 8ooolb. of lead
and mufquet balls; two thoufand nine hundred and
fifty cannon balls; one hundred and fifry bombs, of
nine inches, and three hundred more, of fix inches di-
ameter ; one thoufand four hundred and feventy-fix
grenadoes; one thoufand and feventy mufquets ; a vel-
{el pierc’d for eighteen guns; the brigantine of fixteen,
a geeletta of ten, a batteaux of ten, (the {loops already
mention’d) another of eight guns, a {kiff of eighteen
{wivels, and another burnt upon the ftocks; feven hun-
dred and four barrels of bifcuit, one thoufand three
‘hundred and eighty-fix firkins of bacon and beef; {even
hundred and twelve firkins of meal; thirty-two live
“oxen; fifteen hogs, and a large fum of money, in
the military cheft, amounting, as the French faid, to
_eighteen thoufand five hundred and ninety-four livres.
On the 16th, they began to remove us; the officers
were firft fent in batteaux, and two hundred fo]dier_s a
day afterwards, till the whole were gone, being carried
firlt to Montreal, and from thence to Quebec. Our
duty in the  batteaux, till we reached the firft place,
was very hard and flavifh : And, during the time we
were on the lake, or river St. Laurence, it appear’d ve- .
ry eafy and feafible for commodore Bradley, (h,adr he
thought proper) to have deftroyed all the enemy’s bat-
teaux, and hi:fe’ prevented them from ever landing
their cannon, within forty miles of the fort. But he
, knew his own reafons for omitting this piece of fervice
beft. ] . L
Our party arriving at Montreal in Canrav,_ a, on e
28th; we were that night {ecured in the forr, as ‘f"-“;

e
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the reft as they came in. The French ufed various
means to win fome of our troops over to their intereft,
or at leafl to do their work in the fields, which many re-
fufed, among whom'was myfelf; who were then con-
ducted on board a fhip, and fent to Quebec; where, on
arriving the sth of September, we were lodged in a goal,
and kept for the fpace of one monrh.

During this our captivity, many of our men, rather
than ly in a prifon, went out to work, and aflift the
French in getting in their harveft; they having then,
fcarce any people left in that country, but old men,.
women, and children, fo that the corn was continually
falling into the ftubble, for want of hands to reap it :
Bur, thofe who did go out, in two or three days, chofe
confinement again, rather than liberty on fuch terms,
being almoit ftarv’d, having nothing in the country to
live on, but dry bread, whereas, we in the prifon were
each of us allowed two pounds of bread, and half a pound
of meat a day, and otherwife treated with a good deal
of humanity. g

Eighteen foldiers, were all the guard they bad to place
over us, who being greatly fatigued with hard duty,
and dreading our rifing on them, (which had we had any
arms, we wight eafily have done, and ravaged the coun-
try round, as it was then intirely defencelefs) and the
town’s people themfelyes fearing the confequences of -
having {uch a number of men in a place where provifi-
ons wereat that time very [carce and dear, they thoughtof
fending vz away, the moft eligible way of keeping them-
felves from famine, and accordingly put 500 of us on
board a vellel for England.

But, before I continuc the account of our voyage
home to cur native country, I fhall juft make a fhort
retrofpection on the confequences which attended the
lofs of Ofwego, as appearcd to us, and the reft of the

people
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people at Quebec, who knew that part of America, t
which, this important place was a fafeguard.

- As foon as Ofiwego was taken,’.our only communica-
tion from the AMbohawh’s river, to the lake Oneida, was
ftopt up, by filling the place at ##o0d’s Creet with great
logs and trees, for many miles together. A few days
afterwards, the forts at the Great Carrying Pluce, and
“then our moft advanced poft into the country of the Sia
Nations, which I have before given a fhort account of,
(and where there were at that time above three thou-
fand men, including onc thoufand two hundred batteau-
men ; and which fill gave the Six Nations fome hopes
that we would defend their country againt the French)
were abandened and deftroyed, and the troops, which
were under the command of general #7ebb, retreated
to Burnet’s field, and left the country, and the Six
Nations to the mercy of the enemy.

The French, immediately after the taking of Qfwego,
demolith’d (as is faid before) all the works there, and
return’d with their prifoners and booty to Ticonderoga,
to oppofe our provincial army under the command of
general 7inflow, who had fhamefully been kept, in
expedtation of the dilatory arrival of lord Loudon,
from attacking Crown-Point, while the enemy were
weak, and it was eafily in our power to have beat them,

The confequences of the deftruction of our forts at
the Great Carrying-Place, and general #7ebd’s retreat-
ing to Burnet’s field, is now, a’i_as! to0 apparcht to e-
very one acquainted with dmerican affairs. The In-
dians of the Six Nations, undoubtedly, looked upon
it as abandoning them, and their country to e French;
for they plainly faw that we bad no firong hold near
them, and that (by the p]ace' at Food’s Creek, being
ftopp’d up,) we could not, if we would, afford them
any afliftance at Onondaga, Cayuga. and in the Se;ze-
kea’s country, which were their chief caftles: That, the

M 2 fOI' 3
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forts begun by us, in thofe countries, were left unfi-
nithed, and therefore could be of no ufe to them, and
which, if we had kept the Carrying-Place, we might
have finifh’d, and given them flill hopes of our being
able to defend.

But defpairing of our being further ferviceable to
them, thole Iroquois, who were before our friends,
and fome of the others, have indeed deferted us, and the
confequence of {uch their jun&ures with the French, has
begun already to be felt in the lofs of Forz-George on
lake Sacrament. :

The fine country on the Mohawk’s river down to
Albany, was by this flep left open to the ravages of the.
enemy, and an eafy paflage open’d to the French and
their Jndians, into the provinces of Penfylvania, and
New-Ferfey, by the way of Sufquehanna and De-la-
ware rivers, which were before cover’d by our fettle-
ments on the Mbohawt’s river, and the Stz Nations.
To conclude, it left the French without the leaft fear
of our being able to give them the leaft interruption in
their paflage through lake Ontario, and lake Erie, to
the frontiers of Penfylvania, Maryland, V. irginia, and *
all the fouthern country.

Whether thefe my animadverfions are true, er not,
What has been fince tranfa&ed in thefe parts, and the
prefent campaign there, will evince. ‘

I fhall in the laft place, give a concife account of the

zlimates, produce, trade, &c. of North-America, and
rit,

Of NEW-ENGL AN D.
The province of New-England appears to be vaftly

extenfive, being about 400 miles in length, and near
ioo in breadth, fituated between 69 and 73 deg. W.
ong. and between 41 and 46 deg. N. Lat, It was

: firft
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firlt fetrled by the Independents, a little before the com-
mercsincar of the civil wars in. England : They tranf-
‘ported tienidelves thither, rather than they would com-
municate with the church of England. .
~ The lands next the fea in New-England, are gene
rally low, and the foil fandy, but farther up into the
couniry it rifes into hiils, and on the North-eaft it is
rocky and mountainous: The winters are much fever-
er here than in Old-England, though it lies ¢ or 10
degrees more fonth, but they have ufually a clearer fky,
~and more f{ettled weather, both in winter and {fummer
than in Old-England ; and though their fummers are
fhorter, the air is confiderably hotter while it lafts. The
winds are very boifterous in the winter feafon, and the
North-wind blowing over a long tra&t of frozen and un-
cultivated countries, with feveral frefh-water lakes,
makes it exceflive cold,  Their rivers arc fometimes |
congealed in a night’s time; the climate is generally
healthful and agreeable to Engli/b conflitutions.
The fruits of Old- England come to great perfedtion
here, particnlarly peaches, which are planted-trees; and
" we have commonly 1200 or 1400 fine peaches on fuch
a tree at one time; nay, of the fruit of one fingle ap-
ple—tree, in one {eafon, nine barrels of cyder have been
made. Englifh whear, 1 find, does not thrive here,
within 40 or 5o miles of Boffon; but farther up into the
“country they have it in great plenty, and } think, it
comes to the fame perfedtion as n Britain. Now why
wheat fhould not grow near this city, 1 confefs, I can
aflign no reafon that will fully {atisfy the reader’s curio-
firy. The conjeftures upon it are various : Some ven-
ture to fay, That it was occafioned by the unjuft perfe-
cution of the Quaters, the Independents having vented
their fpleen againft them in a way the moft rigorous, and
in flat contradifton to the laws of Chriftianity. All other
grain, but wheat, thrives in this place with great fuccefs;
' . n
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in particular, Indian-corn, one grain whereof frqucm:— ,
ly produces 1200, and fometimes 2000 grains. . This
corn is of three different colours, viz. bluc, white and

yellow.
Of NEW-YO R K.

The {ituation of this province is between 72 and _76
Weft long. and between 41 and 44 North lat. being
about 200 miles in length and 100 miles‘ inﬁ brerid[h.
The lands, in the Zerfeys and South- parr of ]\/ewl-l ork,
are low and flat; but as 'you afcend zo or 30 mll'es up
Hudfon’s river, the country is rocky and mountainous.
The air is much milder here in winter than in MNew-
Enzland, and in fummer, it is pretty much the fame.
The produce and trade of New-Yor#, and the Ferfeys
conlilt in cattle and a good breed of horfes. Tbcy have
plenty of wheat and other grain, fuch as Indian-corn,

buck-weed, oats, barley, and rye. It abounds alfo

with flore of fifh: They fupply the {ugar-iflands with
flour, f{alt-beef, pork, fale-fith, and timber-planks, in
return for the produce raifed there. :

Of PENSYLVANIA,

The extent of this colony is 200 miles in length,
and 200 miles in breadth, The foil is much better
than in Ferfey, chiefly confifting of a black mold; the
‘country rifes gradually as in the adjacent provinces, hav-
ing the Apalachian mountains on the Weft, and is di-
vided into fix countics. "The air, it lying in the 40 deg.
of N. lat. is near the fame as in New-Tort, and very
healthy to Englifb conftitutions. The produce and mer-
chandize of Penfylvania confifts in horics, pipe-ftaves,
beef, pork, falt-fifh, kins, furrs, and all forts of grain,
vz, Wheat, rye, peafe, oats, barley, buck-weed, Zn-

dran=
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dian-corn; Indian-peafe, beans, pot-afhes, wax, &c.
and in return for thefe commodities, they import from
the Cartbee flands, and other places, rum, fugar, mo-
laffes, filver, negroes, falt and wine; and from Great-
EBritain, houthold goods, cloathing of all forts, hard-
ware, &°c. The nature of the {oil in Pelfylvania, the
Ferfey and New-York, is extremely proper to produce
hemp, flax, &, ‘

1f the government of Penfylvania, fince the death of
its firlt proprietor #2lliam Penn, had taken proper me-
thods to oblige the traders to deal juftly with the Indi-
ans, whofe tempers, when exafperated wich refentment,
are more {avage than the hungry lion, thefe difatters
might have been, in a good degree, prevented.

Iintend to conclude this argument in a few words,
and fhall endeavour to do juftice on both fides, by adher-
ing {triétly to truth.  Know therefore, that within thefe
late years, the Indians being tolerably acquainted with
the nature of our commerce, and deteéted the roguery
of fome of the traders, whereupon, they lodged many
and grievous complaints to colonel #%eifer, the inter-

reter between them and the Engli//a, of the injurious

and fradulent ufage they had received for fcveral years
backwards from white people, who had chegtcd thent
out of their {kins and furrs, not giving them one quarter
their value for them. ]

Likewile, they remonftrated, that, whereas bunting
was the chief way or art they ever had to earn a liveli-
hood by. Game was now become very fcarce, becaule
the whites pradifed it fo much on their ground, deftroy-
their prey.  Colonel #7ifer, their interpreter, advifed
them to bring down their fkins and furrs to Philadelphia
themfelves, promifing that he would take proper care
to fee their goods vended rto their adv‘angage. Whereup-
on they did {o, in pur{uance of his inftrutions, and

finding it their intereft, refolved to centinue in the ‘L‘I'S‘Y
b a
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he had chalked out for them; for now they were {fup-.
plied with every thing they wanted trom the merchants
thops, at thé cheapelt rates. And thus it plainly ap-
peared to the Indians, that they had been long impof-
ed on by the traders, and therefore, they were deter-
. mined to have no more dealings with thern. "T'his con-
dudt and thyoefs of the Jndians was very dilagreeable to
feveral gentlemen of the province, who were nearly in-
terefted in that {pecies of commerce. :

Accordingly, in the years 1753 and 1754, fome of
the traders had the affurance to renew their friendfhip
with them, when, inftead of remitting them clothes and
other neceffaries, as had been ufual, and were moft pro-
per for them, they, with infidious purpofes, carried
them large quaintities of rum in {mall cafks, which they
knew the natives were fond of, under colour of giving
it them gratis. In this manner were the favages inviegl-
ed into liquor by the Whites, who took the opportunity
while they were intoxicated, of going off with their {kins
and furrs; but the natives, recovering from the debauch,
foon deteted the villainy, and in revenge, killed many
of the traders, and went direétly over to the French, who
encouraged them to fliy every Engli/b perfon they
could meet with, and deftroy their houfes by fire, giv-
ing them orders to {pare neither man, woman nor child,
Befides, as a further incitement to diligence in this bloody
talk, they promifed the favages the reward of 1/ fterl.
for every {calp they fhould take, on producing the fame
before any of his Mo/t Chriftian majefty’s officers, ci-
vil, or.military. .

Thus our perfidious enemies inftigated thofe unrea-
fonable barbarians, to commence a&s of depredation,
violence and murder on the feveral inkabitants in North-
.Americg n 1754, and more efpecially in Penfylvania,
as knowing it to be the moft defencelefs province on the

coalti-
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_tontinent. This confideration prompted the {avage racé
to exhaull their malicious fury on it in particular.

Of M ARYL AN D.

This country exterds about 150 miles in length, and
137 miles in breadth. The lands are low and fat next
the fea; rowards the heads of fivers they fife irico bills;
and beyond ly the Apalachian Mountains, which are
exceeding high. The air of this province is exceffive
hot fome part of the fummert; and equally cold in the
winter, when the Notth-weft wind blows; but the win-
ters are not of fo long duration here as in fome other
colonies adjoining toit. In the fpring of the year, they
are infefted with thick heavy fogs, that rife from the
Jow lands; which renider the aic more unhealthy for
Englify conftitutions ; and hience it is, that in the afores
faid feafon; the peaple are conftantly affli¢ted with agues:

The produce of this country is chiefly tobacco, plant-
ed and cultivated here with much application, and near=
Jy the fame fuccefs as in Pirginia, and their principal
trade with England is in that atticle. Iralfo affords thent
moft forts of the grain; and fruits of Eurgpe and Ames
ficas

of VIRGINIA

The extent of this province is computed to be 260
fhiles in length, and 220 miles in breadth, beirg moft-
1y low, ﬂap ]and. For one hundred miles up the coun-
iry, there is fcarce a hill or a {tohe to be feen. The
air and feafons (it lying between 36 and 39 of N. Lat.)
depend very much on the wind, as to heat and cold,-r
diynefs and moitlure.  The North and North-fvci}‘
winds are very nitrous and piercing cold, or elfe boilte-

rows and flormy: The South, and South:caft winds;
N hafy
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hafy and fultry hot.  In winter they have a fine, cleat’
air, which renders it very pleafant: The frofls are
fhort ; but fome times {o very fharp that rivers are froze
over 3 miles broad. Snow often falls in large qunii-
ties;  but feldom continues above two or threc days at
maft. : ’

The {oil, though generally fandy and_fhallow, pro-
duces tobacco of the beft quality, in great abundance.
"The peopies ufual food is Indian-corn made” into hom-
mony, boiled to a pulp, and comes the neareft to but-
tered-wheat of any thing I can compare it to. They
have herfes, cows, fheep, and hogs in prodigions plen-
ty, ‘'many of the laft running wild in the woods.” The

regulation kept here is much the fame as in New- Eng-

land ; every man from (6 to 6o years of age, is inlift-
ed into the militia, and muftered once a year, at a ge-
neral review, and four times a year by troops and com-
panies. Their military complement, by computation,
amounts to about 30,000 effc@ive men, the colletive

“number of the inhabitants, men, women, and children

0 100,500, and including fervants and {laves, to twice
that nuinber. ’

Of CAROGLINA

This colony is computed 0 extend 660 miles in
length; but its breadth is unknown. The lands here

-are generally low and flat, and not a hill to be feen from

St. Auguftine to Virginia, and‘a\great way beyond.
*T'is moftly covered with woods where the planters
have not cleared it. About 100 miles weft of the coaft,,
it fhoots up into eminences, and continues to rife gra-
dually all along to the Apalachian Mountains, which
are about 160 miles diftarit from the ocean, . The North-
parts of Carolina are very uneven, but the ground is
extremely proper for producing wheat; and all other
fores
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forts of grain that_grow in Europe will come to great
perfettion here.  The South-parts of Carolina, if'bpro-
perly culiivated, mighr be made to produce filk, wine,
'.111;& oil. "This country yields large quantitdes of rice,
of which they yearly fhip off to other colonies about
80,000 barrels, cach barrel containing 400 wt, befides,
they make abundance of tar, pitch, and turpentine.
They carry on alfo a great trade with deer-fkins, and
furrs, toall places of Earope, which the Englifh receive
from the Zudians in barter for guns, powder, kaives,
{ciffars, looking-glafics, beads, rum, tobacco, coarie-
cloath, &re. ' ‘

The Englifh chapmen carry thefe pack-horfes 5 or
600 miles mto the country, Weft of Charles-Ziwn ;
Buat moft of the commerce 15 confined within the limits
of the Creck and Cherokee nations, which do nor lie above

5o miles from the coalt. The air is very remperate
and agreeable both fummer and winter.  Carolina is di-
vided into two diftinét provinces, viz. North and South-
Carolina.

Of NOV A4-SCOTIA.

This place extends about oo miles in length, and
450 in breadth: The air is pretty much the fame as in
Old- England : 'The foil is, for the moft part, barren;
but where it is cleared and cuoltivated, it affords good
corn and pafture. Here is fine fimber, and 4t for build-
ing, from whence pitch and rar may be eymé‘ted. He;re
alfo hemp and flax will grow, {o that this country will
be capable of furnifhing all manner of naval ftores. It
abounds likewife wich decr, wild-fowl, and all fotrs (}f'
game. On the coaft is one of the fineft cod-fitheries in
tiie world.  European cattle, viz. Sheep, osen, {\.\fu_':::,
horfes, &c. they have in great abundance. The win-

ters are very cold, their frofts being (harp and of a long
N 2 dura-
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duration: Their fummers are moderately hot, fo that
the climate, in the main, {eems to be agreeable to Epy-
4/h conflitutions, ’

Of CANAD A

I thall clofe the defeription of the merican colo-
nies, with a fhort account of the foil and produce of
French Canada.  Its extent is, according, to their map,
1800 miles in length, and 1260 in breadth. The foil,
in the low lands ncar the river St. Zauwrence will, in-

- deed, raife wheat; byt, withal, 1 found it fo fhallow,
that it would not p,rodu_ce that grain above two years,
unlefs it was properly manured.  About 20 miles from
the faid river, fo hilly and moyntainous is the country,
that nothing but Judiuns and wild ravenous beafts refort
there. However, they have plenty of rye, Indian-
corn, buck-weed, and oats; likewife of horfes, cows,
theep, fwine, ¢c.  But 1 have obferved, that fruis of
any kind do not came to fuch per?e&ion here, as in fome
of the Engli/b {citlements, which is owing to the long
duration and exccflive cold of their winters. "The fum-
mer is fhort and temperately hot. "Lhe climate, in ge-
neral, is healthy and agrecable 1o European conftituti-
ons.  And fo much for the provinces in North-Ame-
vica.

It is now high time to return to the imbarkation at
Quebec. Five hundred of us, being to be fent to Eng-.
{and, were put on board La Renomnie, a French paquet-
boat, captain Dennis Fitree commander: We failed
under a flag of truce, and though the French behaved
with a good deal of politenefs, yet we were almoft ftarv-
ed for want of provifions. One bifcuit, and two oun-
ces of pork a day, being ail our allowance, and half
dead with cold, having but few clothes, and the veflel
being fo fmall, that the major part of us were obliged
g0, be upon deck in all weathers, Afrer a Eaﬂ%ge of fix

o weeks,
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weekS, we at lalt, to our great joy, arrived at Plymouth
on the fixth of November, 1756. But there our trou-
,b'les and i}ardfhips were not, as we expeéted, pat to a pe-
riod for fome time; fcraples arifing to the commiffaries
and admiral there, abour taking us on fhore, as there
was no cartel agreed on between the French and Englifh,
we were confiued on board, unrl the determination of
the Jords of the admirilry thould be known ; lying there
in a mifcrable condition feven or eight duys, betore we
received crders to dilembark, which, when we were
]Jf:’ﬂliﬂfd to do, being ordered from thence, in diffe-

| rent partigs to Totnes, Kingsbridge, Newton-Bufhel
Newton-Abbot, in Devonfbire, 1 was happy in being
quateted at Kmigsbridge, where I met with fuch civili-
ty and entertainment, as I had for a long time been a
firanger to. ‘

In about four months we were again ordered to Ply-
mouth-“Daock, 1o be draughted into other regiments;
where, on being infpeéted, 1 was, on account of the
wound I had reccived in my hand, difcharged as ncap-
able of further forvice: And, was allowed the fum of
fix fhillings to carry me home to Aberdeen, near the
place of my nativity; but finding that fom infufficient
to fubfift me hulf the way, I was obliged to make my

' application to the honourable gentlemen of the city of
Yok, where, on confidering my ne\ceﬂ]t)‘r and review-
ing my masufcript on the tranfaltions of the I.na’ra.m,
herein before mentioned, thought proper to have it print-
ed for my own benefit, which they chearfully fubferib-
ed unto. - And after difpoling of feveral of my books
thfuugh the fhire, I took the firft opportunity of gf)ing
In queﬁ of my relations at .dberdeen, where I received
very barbarous ufage ar')d il treatment, o;caﬁongd b_y
complaining againit the illegal practice ?f /ézdnac/)])!ﬂg, m
the beginning of my book, which T fhall hereafter final«
by defcribe in the following pages.

g ‘ A Dis-
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A Discourse on KIDNAPPING.

Wich proper Dire@tions for Tradefmen, and
others, to avoid {lavery, when tranfported from
their native country by the inftigation of per-
fidious traders. '

THE following lines when duly confidered, will be
of no difficulty for the meaneft capacity to un-
derftand, as the fubjeét is of no other defign, than in-
tirely calculated to open rhe eyes of the ncighbouring
poor, who have {ufferad tribulations, and troubled minds,
tor the lof§ of their children; which nature binds eve-
ry chriftian father or mother, to be as valuable to them,
as their own lives.  And as it is abfurd to imagine, that
any parents would difpofe of their own flefh and blood
to f{lrangers who makea prey of innocent children, to
maintain their wealth and grandeur, where the unhappy
victims are left in the remotelt parts of the world, where
they can meet with no redrefs for the injuries done
them. o ’

But if the mifconduét of fome people, were but print-
ed in their forcheads, themfeives, as well as their adti-
ons, would look odious to the world; but to prevent
difcovering any of their former, fubtile contrivances,
would much rather hazard their own fouls, or banifh
the perfon fo manifefting the truth againft them, from
the place of his nativity : Senfible 1 am of what I bave
already defcribed againft my firft profecutors, raliates
wiih the truth in every particular, wherein many as well
as myfelf, hath been led into flavery and bondage for

“a number of years, and obliged to put up with the re-
fentment and arbitrary controul of {irangers, when fe-
parated from our deareft relations, which at fuch times
as this, is not capable to afford us-the leaft comfort or

relicf,
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relief,  Hard fate ro fuffer this, barder ftill to be pro-
fecuted for telling the interefting tale. I fpeak this by
expericnce, to the fhame of fome in Aberdeen, near
the place of my nativity, where I had gone in quelt of
my relations, which, after o long and {trange an ab-
fence, my appearance moft occur with f{atisfaction to
all my friends, who have been deprived of the comfort-
able enjoyment of my perfon, from the years of my in-
fancy, which they undoubtedly expected to imbrace.
Kipnarrineg, followed by thofe monfters of»impiery,
for the lucre of gain, may be compared to the {avage
conduét before-mentioned ; who, for to maintain their
_wealth and grandeur, would cut, mangle and barbaroudly
deftroy all innocent families they met with.  What lefs
guilt can be upon kidnapper’s confciences, than thofe of
the favage race, who boaft not of humanity; and if the

do fuch crimes, it is to their enemies, for the fake of
plunder.  What can fome of the worthy merchants of
Aberdeen fay for themfelves; have not they been guil-
ty of that villainous trade, contrary to the laws of God,
and all civilized nations, in {uch an wnlawful manner,
that the blcod of the innocent cries again{t them for re-
medy, and as it is certain this execrable pradtice called
Kidnapping, was put into execution about the year 1740,
by four or five merchants in the ciry, fome of which have
fince deferted their country, for reafons too well known ;
much about this time, [ remember there was idle fellows
employed by thofe worthy undertakers, to cajole men,
women and children, to ferve as flaves in the plantati-~
ons abroad. 'The old people being ignorant what man-
ner to take for their own advantage; rely intirely on the
fair promife of the merchants, which delufions p_roved fa-
tal to many of the unhappy victims, Fhat were Innocent=
]y led into captivity, much more infants from fix years
old o fourteen, that were not capable to contract for

themfelves, and were fent off withour the confent or
l krowledge
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knowledge of any one of their parents; #ho doubtlefs
would lament their lofs, and in all probability they couid.
imagine rothing elfe the matter, but fome untimely end
were the occafion, 'in fome unlucky place or cther,
where death hius clofid their eyes, «nd the fowls of the
air, or the fiflhes of the fea, have concealed their cars
cafes from the face of the earth,  Thelfe dreadful appres
henfions, we may well fuppofe, filled my relations with
tears, whea not knowing the condition their peor child
was in, R

What heart can even think of this, and be unmoved
wich pity, o fee fuch monflers of impiety depriving pa=
rents of the comfurtable enjoyment of their children
by fccuring them in the coneealid places of the c?ty, till
fuch times they had got in their complement, defigned for
that vile and wicked purpofe, which myfelf, as well a3
others, have fuffered very confiderably in, by rhe falfe
and critical fchemes of politic traders, who for fome
years bygone, endeavoured to deceive the world, with their
cunning inventions, but fome of them are now fallen
into the {narcs of their own imaginations, and no worns
der, for the curfe ot many followed their proceedings,
To carry on their trade more efleGually, I remember
there: were villains employed to cajole young ¢hildren,
by giving them a penny, or a half-penny, making them
believe that they were then lited, which infants were
put into confinement, till fuch time as they got the oppo: +
tunity of feuding them to the plantations in America.. T
being one of th={z unhappy youths (o treated, when in
the years of my infancy, not capable to conrrat for my-
felf, was fent off with many others, without the cenfent
or knowledge of any of wy relations.

To fubjein to this account for the betrer underfland<
ing and facisfadion of the inquifitive reader, I fhall on-
ly fubmit myfelf to the following queries.

1. Whether or no, this may not be called Kidnapping,

' whem
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wher children are taken from their parents without their
confent, in a ftate of infancy, and not feapable to avouch
for themfelves, at the fame time confined to prifon, to
conceal them {rom their friends. )

2. If thefe their proceedings were according to law,
or agreeable to the inclination of the perfons {o imprifon-
ed, what needs there be any confinement in the cafe,
when a perfon inlifts himfelf into any fervice as a volun-

'teer, what occafion is there to put him under any arbi-
trary controul ; but my anragonifts well knew the ini-
practicability of children abiding to any obligation extert-

~ed on them, wherefore we were imprifoned on board of
fhips, and other places in the city convenient for thar ufe,
until they had got in their complement, fuiable for
that defign. _

By this you may eafily fee the chriflian difpofition of
my adverfarjes, which they now boaft {o much of; to-
gether with their many fair promifes, never after pers
formed to any, much lefs to infunts deluded from their
diftant places of abode, and fent as flaves to the plantati-
ons, where they are obliged to pat up with }he impoﬁtion
and arbitrary controul of their mafters, fome of which
haveas little regard to Chriftianity, as the former herein
mentioned.

To continue this narrative the mare fucciné, for r‘he
edification of the reader ; it may not be imnproper to give
you fome intelligence of their ufage when fold in t%nc
planrations, as well as a concife acconnt of the regnrd the
merchants have to their promifcs toyou, the deceitfulnefls
of their proceedings, has been {o dctrxmenm} to me, and
others, that T hope this will be taken as a curious piece of
information to the public, who have ot concerned them-
felves with any fuch erroneons ‘pr‘lncxple-s; land, to pre-
vent my countrymen from fuffering the fike }1oﬂ1l1tx§s
for the fature, 1 fhall with the greateft truth and alacri-

: Doy ensm et the cale
ty, lay before you the whole circumitasces, that the cale
reguires,
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requires, which T am fure will be of a beneficial fervice
to tradefmen-and others, that have a defire of pofiing
their fortunes in the ﬂourlﬂjmg planrations n Anrica,
which Gad hath blefic.t with every thing fuitable to the
nataral fubfiftence of mankind.

Bur as you are {o blindly, and falfely informed, by
.thofe wio woald make your iunorance their gain, telling
you many thmgs that never will come to pal 1 W1ll
mfora you of fuch- things as will be to yoyr advantage,
which 1 can well tethity for cruth.  Hearken not 1o any
that want to make you believe, that yeu can live in
that country withour work ; far every man muii endea-
vour for his living there, :13 well as here; but an indu-
ftrious perfon may foon and eafily obmm ncl‘es, on
the account he recetves {uch a grear reward for his Ja-
bour. ) .

This, with many other inftances compared together,
will be fufficient to muintain my argument as well as
to make my antagonifts afhamed of their behaviour to
me; in confequence whereof, I remember when in con-
ﬁnemcnt at Aberdeen in my infancy, with feveral other
of my unhappy companions, as uncapable to know their
deftination, as I myfclf, only the word palled among
us by our keepers, that we were going to a country
where we ﬂlould be maincained like gentlemen; and ride
in our coaches, with fcveral negroes to atlend us; be-
fides we fhould enjoy fome thoufands of acres of lund as
our own; and ia a fhort time be able to come home to
fee our fnenda, with great grandeur.  "Thofe falfe and
artful infinuations diverted our fancies with the pleafing
hopes of obmmmgx thefe promifes; and being but a
parcel of infants, loofed our thoughts from our relati-
ons, expedting the thu‘gs that never were defigned for
us.

The good intentions of their humanity to us, I fhal
hereafter defcribe, for the benefit of the public, as bemg

mattet”
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“matter’ of inconteftable truth, by the firongeft proofs
any proepolition can potlibly admit of ; and as | think we
are all fenﬁble alike, that the deceitfulnefs of fome men
~are longer of being maniftited to the eye of the world
_ than others, although their erroncous principles arc deter-
mined to abfira& from their neighbour’s ‘profperity, to
maintain their own pride.
~ Thhefe reafons, 1 fay, will induce me to give you
fome further account of the merchant’s behaviour to us
woen landed in America, in order that oy countrymen
may avoid the like circurfiances for the future; all the
~concern they had to fulfil their promifes, was only till
fuch times they had got the guickeft opportuniry 1o dif-
" pofe of us to the planters, fome of whicl:, would buy ten,
fome twenty ; and drive us through the country, like a
parcel of fheep to the flaughter, expofing of us for fale,
in all public fairs and markets, as brare beafts.  Thus
treated, and abufed by our own neighbours, by what rea-
fon can we expeétbetter ufage fromthefe our new maflers.
But luckily as 1t happen’d for me, 1 fell into the hands
of my own countryman, who ufed me in a tender man-
rier, contrary to many others, to one m my CODL‘]UOI'L
In this place, ther- is no thanks due to ]iidnapper.s, forif
the devil came in the thape of a man to them, with mo-
ney in bis hands, it would be accepted, as vyf:ll as of.the
honelteft man in the world ; for their confciences might
eqdally the fame allow them to commit murder on rhz-L:_
high road, to maintain thc?n' grandeur, as to be guilty 05
ajoling children from their pavents, who doubtlefs woul
caufe their troubled father and mother to 'nccomph(h
their {orrow within the grave many years L‘fooner ‘h’}}fll
probably they woulld‘hrwe done, becaule of ‘thﬁ a?ginr.
and arief, they muft naturally have for the lofs O‘I their
children, which may very pro',?erly be te'rmcd, I\mrmmr
concealed; whenafter o many fairand deceitfuldelulons,

] i ¢ Fand (o] ctimes uel mafiers
the children fent offfand {old, {ometimes to cruel s 5s
! O 2 whofe
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whofe ill treatment, obliges them oftentimes to elope, to
avoid flavery, and as there is no probability of making
their efcape, s they are always taken and brought back,
and for every day they are away from their mafter, they
ferve a week, and for every week a month, and for eve-
ry month a year. Befiles obliged to pay all cofts and
charges that is advertifed for apprehending them, which
will commenly bring himm in a flave for four or five years
longerat Jealt. This dreadful arbitrary controul, often oc-
cafions the unhappy victims, to put an end to their own
milerable lives, which inftances of the kind has many
times covered the earth with only the melancholy fpec-
tacle of a deluded foul, whio bas fuffered ip a manner the
moft deplorabiy cruel that human malice could invent.
In the next place, the planters are of an idle difpofition,
not caring to fatiguc themfelves with much hard work,
Buras {oon as they can raife zo00r zol. they will buy fer-
vants from the Furopean merchants, thefe they will make
flaves for four or five years, and {ome for feven years,
in which they are put to the woods, and obliged to per-
form fuch a quantity of work every day, or elfe they are
feverely punithed by thelr maficrs, who review their la-
bour at night. : .

"The fervane, whatfocver wrong is impofed upon him,
dare not vindicate him{elf for fear of offending his maf-
ter, whofe evil temper muft always be humoured, elfe
there is nathing to be had of him but ftrokes and blows.
‘This is commonly the pradtice throughbué the different
governments in America, and efpecially in ﬂ/lary/and,
where our mcrchants here, that follow that execrable
branch of bufinefs, would much rather fupply that place,
than any. other province on the continent, becaunfe they
barter for tobacco, and in that commodity they gét great
profiy, in tranfporting of it to Longland, where they will
make about 50 per centum, as the price of it there, i3

nes.
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not cxeezeing one penny per. pound, to thofe that agree
larpe quantides, ‘

{{n{ ‘i‘xc next piace, you will find IMa{y/and inhabitedr
Hy by convidis, that have been banifhed from their
country for mifdemeanors, fome of whom become

expert iy -trading with tobacco, and oftentimes

‘are abie fo contrudt with their correfpondents’in Europe,
to iend thom over wen, women and children, which are
very vleful to labour amongft this article that the coun-
try moftly produces. Bur the fallacious promifes of your
underrzliers here, are o pernicious ro the geod of thofe
whom they deceive, that it often, as 1 faid before,
proves their utter deflru&ion; for ignorant people when
they indent themfelves for four or five years to ferve in
the planiziions, imagine they will have great wages, to
be paid to them cvery year, as it is in their own coun-
try. I make no queftion but there is policy enough ufed
to induce you to believe fo, but there is no fuch inter-
tainment in any part of JAmerica, for you muft ferve

. your indented time, agreeable to the laws of the coun-

try, without having any thing allowed you, but accord-~

ing to the difcretion of your maflers; which you may
depend will be no more than cloaths infufficient to co-
ver your nakedncefs,

. Belides, you that indent yourfelves in the aforefaid
‘manner, Jabour under a great difadvantage, for the coun-
try is of opinion, that when men or women, are come

- to the yoars of maturity, they will not tranfport them-
felves as flaves forany number of years, unlefs they be
guilty of fome wicked crime or other; for theyare look-
ed upon, to be in the fame roll with comn&'s, wha in-
dent themfulves in the fame manper as you, 1 order te
prevent difcovering their roguery.

The country have been {o much impofed upon by
the laft mentioned, that honeft peopie have ﬁ\ﬂﬂgred con-
ﬁderabiy, both in perfon and eflate, by allowing fhcfc

AR villains,
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villains, to be evidences for themfclves and againft
others; but a ftop has been put to this {fome time ago,
that none of them who come over in the indented way,
will be allowed this privilege, either for themielves, or
againfl their neighbours, without they have along with -
them a legal certificate from the place of their nativity,
figned and attefted by proper authority there; fignifying
that he, or they, came of honelt parents, and that it
was not for any difhoneft thing they left them ; this be-
ing approved of and recorded in the court of juflice,
the perfons oath will then be deemed lawful; but you
fien negledt this material point, hearkening to your falfe
prophets, who would deceive the very eled, if pollible,
to gain their own ends ; making you believe, the place
of your deftination flows with milk and honey ; all this
I will aliow may be had in America in great plenty, with
an Honeft endeavour; but arft, You will find, that out
of the {weet will come forth bitter.  Inflead of receiv-
ing what was promifed to you here, as foon as you ar-
rive there, you will be fold for four years, or, if under
age, for feven years, to any planter that will purchafe
you from the merchants, who will put you to hard work,
without being allowed to leave your mafter’s premifes,
during your indented time, without his order in writing ;
or elfe you will be taken up as a deferter, and punifhed
according to the cnftom of the country.  All this trou-
ble you bring on yourfelves for only the fingle paffage
over, which favour you might readily obtain of any
captain for about three pounds, or fometimes lefs, and
then you will be your own maflters, and need not be
controled by any. Belides, you are locked upon as
gentlemen, and may follow all lawful imployments
whatfoever, wiiich you are always fure of meeting wirh
on your arfival in America, where you will find a great
deal of odds between an indented fervant and a free
man, i fo much, that an induftrious perfon may, in
four
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four'years time clear 200/, flerling. Likewife, the laws
in the plantations are very fevere againft indenred fer-
vants, firft occalioned by the many conviéts fent from
Great Britain, &c. Which was rightly judged, that
fuch fellorious perfons fhould be bound to {lavery for
a certain number of years, and the laws of the country
made {uitable to their afions, or elfe in a little time
there wonld have been no fiving for honett people. The
profit of this practice has been {o well expericnced by
{ome at home, that imen, women and children have been
led into captivity, without apprehending the confequence
thereof, equally the fame as the others before-ment-
oned, on pretence of giving them great reward.

~ From what T have already faid, you may have a true
idea of the defign of indented fervants, although there
might have been much more enlarged on the fubjeét;
but as time and place will not permit, 1 fhall beg leave
from relating any thing further on the aflair, but only
obferving the prefent opportunity that young men have o
pufh their fortunes, by going to .4merica in an honour-
able way, both to their own advantage, and for the
good of their king and country; and as the Briti/h
troops are now in a fair way ef {ubduing our enemics in
that part of the world, which I hope, with good conduét,
the next campaign, to fee a compleat con&ueﬁ over
French Canada. Tt being a fine and plentitul fettle-
ment, pleafantly firvaced on the river of St. Laurence,
where there is land enough cleared, to {ubfift near twen-
ty thoufand families, if properly'cultﬁivated; _and every
one that now lifts in the Highland regiments, is all moft
fure of making their fortunes, befides, great refpe&t
is fhown to foldiers there, the country ﬁndmg them
provifions gratis, and likewife their pay running on,
which they receive every month, and fome regiments
are paid once a week.

i § eneficial
In fhorr, your encouragement Is of {uch a bene
nature,
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nature, that you abfolutely ftand /in your own lieht ro
refufe it; for a foldier will fave more in one year in
-~ America, than he can in Britain for feven; and at s
pref‘em critical jun&ure of time, yout will be of great
fervice to your Jﬂng and country, the very thouglts of
a Highland regiment, will do more execution mmngll
the favages, than five thoufand other troops, bcanfe of
their new way o.fcalpmg, that is, cumng off their beads
at one blow with the broad fword ; for che natives think
‘when their heads are gone, they will not be able to rife
at the refurrcéion of the dead.

Although they have but a very faint 1dea of a Dﬂx'v
yet they are very ﬁlperﬁmous, in their way, for whea
they bury the dead, they rake all the care nnagmable 1o
preferve their heads above the earch.

Likewife, if wounded in the field of battle, would
much rather die in their wounds, than fufler their limbs
to be cut from their bodies: The reafon afligned for
this, canvnot be rightly diftinguiflicd by any, for they
are very cautious of dlfﬂovermg their mind to White peo-
ple bur it is certain, that they believe in a future be-
ing, and that after death they will go to this Good Man,
whom they pow think lives bevoid the Heflsrn Moun-
tains, ready to receive them, when they deparg this life,
if in cafe chcy are not any wile dlfaowd and bring
along with them thelr inftruments of war,,v&lucn is the
ufual cuftory of the Indians to put their fomahawt and
gun, in the grave with the dead, in order to. fight for
this Good }M.un, when they rife again, in oprofirien to
evil {pirits. Bat the dreadful apprehenrons of the F _«erb-
landers fills them with fuch a panick fear of catring off
their heads, whichi they think wili for ever deprive them
of heaing of fervice to their Good Mafler, whom they ave /
inexpe sétation of {eeing, when ueparted from theiv fricnds
here; by s i evlckntly appears, -that they believe in
a divine BemsT but, for want of the knowlege ot Chirilt,

they
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they fuppofe that they will inhabit a future flate with
the fame body, under the fame inconveniencies and de-
teéts they now have on earth,

Although fome part of America is inhabited by fava-

ges, yet that need not give you any trouble in going
there to ferve your king and country, for there 13 ten
that call themfelves Chriftians to one of the natives, and
if the French were but conqueted in thefe parts of the
‘globe, the Indians would never molleft you, which is
now eafily in our power to fubdue Canada before Aus
guft, 1759, | _
v As Lewisburg is in out polleflion, the key of their
country, proper -plans might foon be concluded, upon
to invade Canada eatly in the {pring, and without doube
make ourfelves mafters of it,

- Firfl, To divide our forces into three divifions, in
order to feparate the enemy; then proceed in adtion, in
the manner following; For ten men of war, with as
many thoufand troops to imbark at Cape- Breton about the
latter end of April, with all ncceffary implements_for
carrying on a fiege again(t Quebec, one of the principal
towns the French have in America, and is ‘now‘lymg
open to our armed fhips; which, if they arrive in the
river of St. Laurence, early in the fpring with the fores
faid forces, they will undoubted alarm the enemy, and
oblige Monficur de Montcalm to attend with all. his ars
my to watch our metions in landing the troops in their
territories, this expedition ought to be Cafrxed on with a
precautious concern ; yet, at the fame time giving t}ﬁe
enemy an expe&arion of a dally appr‘oach: when, on t g
other hand they are procuring fot themfelves a longer
delay, in order for the better advantage of tbe wo dis
vifions beforc-mentioned : for, if the ﬂe:et, give proper
alarms to the enemy, it will bring the major part of [{l;exﬂr
forces from Crowon-porit, neither would it be neceflary

to Jand the troops for a confiderable time, except WF are
B ‘ ure
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fure of keeping the field, and if you are obliged-to re-
treat, there is not much danger, becaufc you may be
‘proteéted under the fre of the fhips.

Secondly, The fecond divifion at Albany, confifting
of ten thoufand men, for carrying this plan into execu-
tion, ought to be on their march tor Crown-pomt about
the tenth of 4pril, and by taking of this fort we have
a fine and open communication from thence to the heart
of Canada, which in three days time the whole army
may march to Montreal, orin fix to Quebec.

. Thirdly, The third divifion, confiting of ten thou-
fand men, fhould be on their march about the fame time
with the {econd divifion, for fort Frontenac, that lies
North of Ofwego, on the head of St, Laurence; by tak-
ing this garrifen, it cuts off the communication of the
French trom the Glio, as well as retaking all our vef-
fels loft at Ofwego; then, on the furrendering of the
place, which will in conlequence fall into our hands, if
we only go and demand itr; from thence our troeps may
proceed to Montreal with a great deal of cafe, down
the river of St. Laurence in the batteaux, where they
may arrive in about four days. -

But ] mult in this place obferve to you, that thereis
a {mall fort on the {ame river in your way, about fizty
miles below Frontenac, it Is made of ftoccades with
four block-houfzs, one in each eorner, mounted with a
few fmall {wivel guns: there is alf: on the North-eaft
fide of it, two lurge barracks, that by comuniation may
hold about five hundred men each; but the fortification’
appeared to me of {o linde ftrength, thar I think it will
give you no refiftance; it being only a magazine and

Mtore-houle for the french troops on their road to the
Obio : from thence there is nothing elfe to difturb you,
till arrived at Montreal; this town is furrounded with a
ftone wall, about three feet thick, and in the middle of
the city there is a piece of rifing ground, whereonisa

forti-
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fortification, with eight fix pounders in it. The town
feems to be of ne condition to ftand a fiege, againft any
fach number of forces before-mentioned, fo that it muft
ina few days, fall into our hands. ‘

' Li‘kewife, in the inean time, if there were fuccels ob-

tained at Crown-point, the moft of that army might
~march into Canada, and join the troops at Montreal, or

when the fort is regularly befieged, five thoufand men

is fufﬁcient to keep them in adtion, when the others

might be feparated, if ocealion required them at Quebec,

which you may depend, that the timely arrival of our-

fleet, in the river of St. Laurence, would oblige all the
" French regulars to abide there.

To let you know, this is one of the firongeft fortifi-
ed places in Canada, and will, ro doubt, make great re-
fiftance againft its encmies. It is alfo furrounded on
the land fide, by a firong f{tone wall, between 20 and 30
foot high, and by computation near as broad, with places
on the ramparts te mount about an hundred cannon;
all of which were making ready with the greatelt expe-
dition, to be fixed, when I left the counuy. 'The
moft part of the town is undermined ; but the only beft
and eafieft way to beficge i, is, to erelt a_fornﬁcanon
on the upfide of the river, and demolifh their water bart-
tery, which will then give our men of war an opportu-
nity of coming up along the ﬁde_ of the wharﬂ as all the
‘heavy artillery and ftrength of the place _lles.on the
South-fide of the town, their pr]ncipal magazine is on an
eminence of ground, to the South-eaft fide of the city, a-
bout two hundred yards diftance from the wall‘s; which is
ftrongly fortified on every fide, as well as having a (]:OH»:‘
_munication under ground, from rhcnce‘to_the mleﬁd‘c ct
the c'tadel; but I further obferv‘ed, that it had little o;
no command on the thipping. With fuch hke}’lfns’ anc
fegular difcipline obﬁ‘r'vq‘; the moft part Ot{;‘}e[ tl]i:;:z
divifions might befiege it 1r11) form and, ina mmlh

2 ske

f
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- make them{elves mafters of it, which would intirely put
an end to the war in America, and the Britifh foldiers
be handfomely rewarded for their Jabour, with the larids
and tenements of the enemy, as none have more right
for the pofleflion, than thofe that venture their lives to
purchafe it; and thofe who go in the Flighland regiments,
are fure of muking their fortunes, perbaps, without ever |
drawing their {words, for, if we continue a war about
two years longer, Canada will in courfe fall into our
hands, as it can in no wife maintain itfelf, and the troops
that are now in 1t, withoui the alliftance of Old- France,
our naval force being far fuperior to theirs. - By keep-
ing a fleet in the river of St. Laurence, and another in
“the Miffiffippi river, which will intirely cut off the com-
munication of the enemy from having any connection
in North-America.

But as the fize of this fhort hiftory will not permit
me to enlarge any farther, T therefore thall conclude
wich the detail of my own afairs at Aberdeen, the 24th
of Fune, 1758.

-

T he True State of the Cafe between the Author, and
the Merchants of Aberdeen, in relation to the 2d,
3d and 4th pages of this Book,

Wlth a view of fhowing, that the ftrength and rich-

es of Great-Britain, are clofely conneéted with
the flourithing ftate of our colonies abroad, I publifhed
this treatife, containing, A plain narrative of the favage
condué of our foes in that quarter of the globe, defcrib-
ing what I felr, and what T was an eye-witnefs of ; but
neither the {lrange viciffitudes of my own fortune, che-
quer’d with uncommon calamities, nor the good intenti-
on of my performance, could prote&t me from the re-
fentment of the Dean of Guild, and fome merchants

of
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o_fr./fberdgm, pear the place of my nativity, where I
was gone in quelt of my relations: Becaufe in the intro-
dufion of my little work; 1 had told, how at eight years
of “ge I was feized when amufing myfelf on the key of
that fea-port town, hurried on fhip-board, and fold for a
flave.  Hard fate to {uffer this! Harder fiill to be pro
fecuted for telling the interefting tale! I faid fuch was
for fome year’s the practice of the traders there; be
that as it will, 1 named none, I am fure of my own
misfortunes, and that of feveral other unhappy boys,
unwarrantably carried off in the fame fhip, and with my-
felf left o perith, when the fhip ftruck aground on the
coaflt of America. 1 am not fkilful enough to fay, whe-
ther it was an infringement of the liberty of the prefs,
to imprifon me for publifhing what T had {o much rea-,
{on to believe; but muft Jament that the dread of con-
finement (before I had found out any of my friends,
and after upwards of 350 of my books, the only imme-
diate means of my f{upport, were {eiz’d) fhould induce
me to fign a paper prefented to me (difclaiming 2 or 3
pages of my.book) which has been fince carcfully infert-
ed in the Aberdeen Fournal: And it is.{ubmitted ro the
judgment of every impartial perfon, whether or no tl{e
thoughts. of being detained prifoner, without the benefit
of bail, by fuch a powerful party as I had to deal with
at Aberdeen, might not be the {ole motive for figning
any paper they tender’d to me,” in order to procure my
enlargment, efpecially as I had not then ma'dc out my
kindred, nor could confequently prove the identity of
my perfon. . ) )
"T’hat the paper or letter faid ro be given to thcm was
‘2 piece of their own making, is manifeft; fqr admitting
(though altogether denying, that I ever gave in any (fuc?
paper) it is abfurd to nmgmcpthat 1 would have‘de ired
the fame to be publiﬁled at 2 ork, where my books were
Pﬁﬂfed ;. No, any unprl?judlcﬁd man can cafily fce tg?;
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the fame was only the produdion of their ill-will; and
calculated to wipe off the reproach.I had fo juftly brand-
ed them with. However, as foon as | had my hberr_y,
T went in queft of my relations, found fome of them in
the fame county, and got the atteftations of fome, and

the affidavit of others, proving 1 was the pcrfon, and had
been taken away as reprefented in the 2d, 3d, and 4th
pages of my worlk; before one of his majefty’s chief
juftices of the peace, for the county of A/Jerdeen, who
“certifies the truth thereof in manner under-written.

But in this place, I muft recount, that my intention

is not toimpute this {candalous pradtice call’d Kidnapping,
to the charge of the whole town of .Aberdeen; butto {uch
perfons as have a&ua]!y been guilty of it, and thofe that
are-now concerned in-profecuting me, - for i mtlmatmg I
was {tolen from that town; and as can muke it appear,
that I was taken away, when not in the capqcxty to go of

myfelf, (to the contrary) if any in the city of Aberdeen,
think themf{el¥es injured by me laying sznappmg to their
charge, let them, or any of them, make it appear, that
my parents fold me, or that T went off by the confent of
any of my relations, (if fo) I fhall make them all the fa-
tisfaltion I am able; but if fuch a thing was poflible for
my kindred to difpofe of ine to the merchanis, certainly
my adverfaries would have had it on record, and publifh’d
it againft me before this time, which if they do not prove,
.one fhould think, 1 ought o have reftitution for my boeks
and money they unlawfully took from me; and was de-
termined to ufe me worfe than did the very favages ther-
felves, had it not bheen for the goodnefs ‘of Sir Archd.
GI’(Z?’f baronet, who examined proper witne(les fufficient’
to maintain the truth of my being camed off from Aber-
deen, as reprefented by me.

T‘.é@
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The following is the Attefiation, vindicating the Truth of PETER

- Wirviamsos, the Aduthor, his beirg curried off from Aber-
deen; faken bofor e Sir ArcuisaLp Grawr, of Monymuik,
Bart. Juflice of the Peace, after he was releafed from Prifon.

At Monymufk-houfe, in the County of Aberdeen, July 3. 1758.

OMP E A RED before. me, Sir Archibuld Grant of Monymuft,
Bart. one of his majelty’s joltices of the peace for the faid
county, Peter Williamfon, Yate of the province of Penflyvania, in
‘America, and fome time a foldier in the king’s fervice there, and
laft in the king royal regiment of Secots ; from which he was dii-
charged, as appears by his difcharge from gencral Sir James Sinclair,
under his hand and {eal, -which he produced to me, for verificaiicn
thereof : And reprefented, that whereas fome malicious perfons had
threatened to difturb him as a vagrant, alledging that he was not a,
native of this country, nor had any relations, or conne&ions in it
which might prove inconvenient to him, whillt he remained with hiz
friends iu this country ; as alfo in other countries, where his bufi-
nefs might require him to go ; he intending io return to Englard,
to prepare for, and get his paflage back to Penfyluania, where he has
the property of fome land ; from which he was taken by the ];7({/’;;71;
dn 17547 Aud therefore defired that he might havea certificate from
“a jullice of the peace, of the place of his nativity, being dz"g:eniﬂed of
honeft parents, vpon his producing proper evidences thereof, and
. that he was reputed a man again{t whom there was no legal objections.
For the verification of the above, befides the difcharge from ge-
neral Sinclair above-mentioned, he produced a certificate from the
‘Rev. William Forfj1h, minilter of the parith of 4boyne, in th}s coun-
ty, narrating the time of bis birth, exuracted from that parith regi-
fler, and of his being defcended of l'uone[‘t parents, then refiding
there ; his father being then a farmer in that parifh: And alfo deli-
vered me a letter, directed to me, from Rebert Chalmers o'f Balna-
craige, Efq; and likewife another letter to me, from Francis frazer
of Findrack, Elq; who-are gentlemen of elfurcs in rhl‘s county ; and
both of them atiefting, that he was {on of 7:17:'1:7 Hilliamfon, men-
tioned in the Rev. minifter of .4bopue’s ateltation ; and that two cf
his brothers had been in their fervices, who had behaved thf;mie.lv'es
unexceptionably; one of them is now in colom:l Montgomery s High-
land regiment, now in America; and the other flill }lvmg in the
eltate of Findrack: And that they know, or were well 1pformed, of
Peter having feveral other relations, of good charadter, in the coun-
try, all of them owned him as their relation : Ard as one, of whom
they never heard any thing blameable ; and that they were alfo welk

informed, that Pefer, when about eight years of age, was carried, or
went
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went off to America, and.had {ince obtained a fettlantent in Penfié-
vania. And e furthet produced before me, Fohn Wilfon,in the parifi
of Lumphanan;snd Alexander Will anfom, in the parith of Hincardin,
both in this-comiiy, who muade affidivit, that theykiew Peser, ard
his parents, a5 above-mentioved ; and that about v8 veurs ago hie
Ieft the conntty, o po to Aber z./euz to a coufin; and thar théy knew
him to be the fime pe. fon upon his return now.  Whetefore { do
hcreby certity the na.;h ot all the above, Witnefs my hand and fesl,
time and place above-mentioned. Signed by,
ARCH. GR 4. VT, J. P.
J’OF.T U1VG (‘ltr\.

Balnacraig (Shire of Aberdeen, ) Fuly 1ff, 1758.

V Hereas, Peter Williamfon lon to Fames Williamfin of Hirnles,

in the parilh of .#bojne, w ho Jeft this countiy when very
young ; and it is my-opinion, and of feveral dthet gentlemen, and
creditable people in this eountry, who kiiow his relations to be ho-
nelt and induitrigus people, his brother Fafeph, wha'is now a folci-
er in the Highland regiment abroad, ferdved me honeftly two yeats,
and I do bcllcve }Ua narration of heiing kidnapped,-to be tPuc, o5 hig
father and mothe'r died - when, he was young, leaving a numerous fa-
rni.y to pfovidencc. Tam mfm’meu, that there had been a bafe pracs
tice made wie of, by taking away young boyswho werenot welitaken
care of, # ad fclkmp them for {laves, much about the time'the bearer
takes noticeof concerning himfeif. He hasunderwent very great hard-
thips, and no deubt will find good ufage and encouragement from sil
well-meaning people, for his funire fetdement.

To all concerned. ROBERT CHALBMERS. Bavt.

Thefe do certify and. declare, that the bearer hercof, Peter Willi-
winforry lawtol fon to: Fames /ff"//iai//bn in firnley, in the parifh of
Hboyne, and county of Aherdeen; Novip- Britain, is a native of faid pa-
rifh, and defcended of very honelt und reputable parents, who refided
incthe parith of Adsyne-for many vears 1 That In the vear 1740, when
& young boy, of herwixteight and ten years.of age, he left this place,
with a fair chgradier, and of a promiting mﬁoﬁnon- and that there
was no reafon known they to ug, why he might not have met with
all proper encovrapement, and be admitted into any Chriftian focica
ty, where God in his prondcnu ordered his lot. “Given a: Manfz
of Abgyne, this 28 diyof Tume, 1748+years, and in name, and by
appoiniment of the-kitk-feffion of the united parithes of fgne and
Glentarinzr, is atreited and fubferibed, by

WALL, FORSTTH, Minr
ROE. CROMAR and WILL. CHAP M AN, Flders,

F LN IS,






