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••• An apology.is due to my bl'ethren of the Clergy for 
the tardiness of my compliance with theil' desit'c, mmt 
kindly: expI'essed, that I should publish the following 
Ch;,J.rge: but 1. believe that they will themselves know how 
to make my excuse. 

It may be propel' to mention, tlJat in consequence of 
my having been under the impression that the Charge was 
rather long, the whole of it was not delivered at anyone 
time; but e'Very part of it wa,; delivered eithet' in one 01' 

othel' of the places, where the Clet'gy Were assembled fOl' 
the Visitation,and every essential part was delivered in all. 

Since the following sheets were first. put to· pi ('S>', the 
Report of the lat;e,Govfmor General and High' Commis­
sioner has been received in this eounu'y. It is impossible 
that any thing can more strongly and more ominously ex­
emplify the correctness of the remarks made in pp, 4 and 5 
of the ChaJ'ge. Let the Clergy stand prepared, Let tllCm 
not be parties tv any sUl'render of what they conscientiously 
believe to be the claillls and interests of the Church, but 
Jet them judge, what may be likely to follow in the end, if 
statements such as those in the following extracts from the 
document just mentioned, should really be taken as the lJa,is 
of Legislation, and the guide of Government, Let thelll ob­
sel've also the commendation ue~to'nd in otller f}llal'tcJ's and 
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withheld from themselves, upon points where I am thankful 
to say that He who sees all, and whose approbation is all 
in all, knows that they are, as a body, richly entitled to it. 
Let them be assured that, with the Divine blessing, I will not 
be wanting in any feeble endeavours of mine to procure 
them justice, but let them discern, in the necessity for those 
endeavours, the signs of the times. 

No person at all acquainted with the facts of the case 
respecting the alleged powers of Rectors-the proceedings 
of the Church in the maintenance of its pretensions, the 
wOI"king of the voluntary principle on this side of the 
Atlantic, the proportion of the poorer classes who belong 
to the Church of England, and the exertions of the Church­
Clergy, not only in the field of Missionary labour, but in 
the Missionary character which very generally attaches to 
theil" ordinary duties, can fail to see at once how these facts 
are not simply at val"iance, but pointedly contrasted with 
the impressions which persons unfriendly to the Church 
appeal" to have made it their business to communicate to 
the mind of His Excellency, and which, through his Re­
port, have been communicated to the British Government , 
Legislature and people. 

Marchmont, near Quebec, ApI"iI, 1839. 



EXTRACTS . 

•• ••• • • • But the last public act of Sir John Colborne be­
fore quitting the Government of the Province, in 1835, 
which was the establishment of the 57 Rectories, has com­
pletely changed the aspect of the question. It is understood 
that every Rector p01'sesses all the spiritual and other pri­
vileges enjoyed by an English Rector ; and that, though he 
may have no right to levy tithes, (for even this has been 
made a question,) he is, in all other respects, in precisely lite 
same position as a Clergyman if the established Church ill 
England ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••......... 
The church of England in Uppel'Canada,by numbering in its 
ranks all those who belong to no other sect, represents 
itself as being more numerous than any single denomina-
tion of Christians in the countl'Y" ................... , • 

The superiority of what is called the 'Voluntary pl'inciple, 
is a question on which I may almost say that there is no 
dijJerence of opinion in the United States, and it cannot be 
denied that on this, as on other points, the tone of thought 
prevalent in the Union has exerted a very considerable in­
fluence over the neighboudng provinces • 

• •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • II ................... . 

The ChUI'cll, too, for which alone it is Pl'oposed that the 
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Sta~e should pI'ovide, is the Church which, being that of 
the wealthy, can best provide fOl' itself, and has the fewest 
poor to supply with gratuitous religious instruction. An­
other consideration which distinguishes the grounds on 
which such a question must be decided in old and new 
countdes is, that the state of society in the latter is not 
susceptible of E>uch an ol'ganization as is necessary for the 
efficiency of any Church-Establishment of which I know, 
more especially 0/ one so constituted as the Established 
Church 0/ England; for the essence of the Es~ablishment 
is its Pal"Ochial Clergy. The services of a Parochial Clergy 
al'e almost inapplicable to a Colony, where a constantly 
varying population is widely scattered over the country. 
Any Clergy there must he rather Missionary tlian Paro­
chial. 

ERRATUM. 

Page 16, fifth line from the bottom, for in holy communication with 
alJrselve$~ read, in holy communion with ourselves. 



REVEREND BRETHRE~, 

AT the time when I made my Visitation of 
the L:>wer Province, * for the inspection of the Churches 
and the Confinnati"n of young persons who had been pre­
pared fOl' that rite, the late Bishop of Quebec was still 
living anu 1 was acting simply as his Delegate. This cir­
cumSlance, to make no mention of some other considerations 
which conspired with it, appeared to me to dispense with the 
necessity, if not to fill'bid the propriety, of my calling togethel' 
allY portion of my brethren to receive the episcopal charge. 

The independent administration of the Diocese having since 
passed into my hands, (although no appointment to the See 
of Quebec has taken place,) and the protraction of those 
negotiations which were long ago set on foot for the erection 
of a separate See at Toronto ami of which the speedier 
issue, if successful, would have withheld me from making 
the Visitation of Upper Canada, having now decided me to 
leave that Province no longer without the personal ministra­

tions of the Bishop, I have judged that it might be of mutual 
advantage that when thus engaged in completing the 

• In the beginning of 1837, and for the district of Gaspe, in the Gulph 
of St. Lawrence, in the summer of that year. 
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Visitation, I should meet my brethren in a body at those 
llifferent points in the enormous extent of this Diocese, of 
which their convenience would indicate the choice.-

I have expressed the hope that our meeting may be of 
mutual advantage, and although I wish to say as little as 
possible, I must here say something which personally re­
gards mysclf. If I do not despair, that, by the divine bless­
ing, the advice which I am now about to offer, or other more 
familiar suggestions made during your Slay, may be of use 
to you in the exercise of yoUI' duties, I certainly no less an­
ticipate that I may derive benefit from the opportunity thus 
afforded of our taking sweet counsel together, and walking in 
the house of God as friends. I see among you those to 
whom I might say, I put thee in remembrance that thou stir 
up the gift of God which is in thee by the putting on of my 
hands, and who of course are young in the Ministry, but 
I pray you to believe tbat I am ready to receive help ft'om 
all and want all the help that I can receive. I scarcely 
need assure you that I am sensible how much I need your 
indulgence of judgment and your prayers that 1 may be 
guided and prospered in the task whichhas devolved upon fee­
ble and unworthy hands. You will not suspect that they are 
words of course which I use. I do not affect to deny that I 
have had some experience of ecclesiastical affairs, or that 
there are circumstances which give me an adaptation to certain 
local peculiarities in the charge; and if I were not concious, 
in addition to these considerations, of possessing such gene-

'They were assembled accordingly, for the Lower Province, at Quebecc 
and Montreal. It was in compliance with the desire of som~ of the Clergy 
themselves in U. C. a desire founded upon the obvious inconvenience of 
deliberating in two distinct bodies at a distance from each other, upon 
some matters in which it was necessary to come to one conclusion,-tliat 
the Visitation of the whole Province was fixed at Toronto, instead of be­
ing he ld both at that place and at Kingston. 
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ral qualifications as enable me in Borne small measure to 
sustain the respectability of the office,-above all, if I did 
not humbly truiit that God has given me some concern for 
the grand objects of that as well as of other offices in the 
Christian Ministry,-I could not have been justified in ac­
cepting it, although if I had not done so, the ChuJ'ch in 
Canada, from ciJ'cumstances with which you aJ'e acquainted, 
would have been seen for an indefinite time without a Bishop. 
But ifl had J'eason to shrink beforehand from the charge, I 
do Bolemly assure you, that in the occupation of it, I daily 
feel cause to tremble. 

Among the difficulties now attaching to the charge, is one 
circumstance which in another point of view would seem to 
be an eminent advantage-namely that I have to take up 
and calTY on the labours left to me by such a man as the 
Bishop of Quebec. It is not my purpose to enlarge upon 
the charactet' of that devoted servant of the Lord, whose 
race, in OUl' weak apprehension, seems to have run out 
too soon. Upwards of a year has now elapsed since his 
decease, and in accordance with the voice which was lifted 
to lament him ill every quarter where his name had been 
known, we have rendered Ollr testimony, in different ways, 
to his z~al in the cause of that Mastel' for whom it was his 
glory to spend and to be spent. We all personally loved 
him: many of us were specially obliged to him, and fOl' 
myselfl can truly say, that his long and unvarying friend. 
ship for me is among the most tl'easured recollections of my 
life. But with such a lIame as he had and so nobly earned, 
and with some advantages at his command which I do not 
possess, hp. has bequeathed to me a task in the execution of 
which you will feel that I can ask no fitter prayer from YOIl 

than that a portion of that spirit by which he was animated 
may be shed down upon me from the Father oflights. 
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Upon this occasion of our first meeting as we now meet, 
it appears natural and proper that I should rail upon you to 
contemplate with me for our own profit, the actual slate 
both of the Church of England at large and of that portion 
of it in particular, which has been planted in the Diocese of 
Quebec. The position of the Church, whether general or 
local, is in some points of view, critical and even alarming; 
and a very exact application may be made to the existing cir­
cumstances in which she is placed, of tbe language used by 
an ancient fatber, with reference to his own day upon the 
earth : "Tbe times are difficult : tbose who conspire 
against us are many;" with tbe addition, as it respects too 
many of her professed adherents, of the words which fol­
low,-" tbe genuine spirit of love has become extinct."· 
Parties in the motber country very widely at variance 
with each other upon the subject of Religion, appear to 
have cast their heads together with one consent and. to be 
confederate against her; and from the character of the tioles, 
these parties are rendered formidable in a way which the 
merits of their cause could never make them. The ruling 
powers at home, perhaps in many instances feeling or con­
ceiving their position to be one in which they can only .;ay, 

non est isla nostra culpa sed temporunt, are fou ntI scarcely to 
afford justice to interests which are identified with the cause 
of established authority and order and the maintenance of 
wbat is venerable in human institution& ; and the ungene­
rous cry of those who have found their own opportunities of 
advancement or distinction in exciting odium a~ainst the 
Church, aided by the unconsidered statements of others 

whose "'8r against old prejudices is in Eact the great preju-

* XaAt?TO' 0 "a'fo" oj ~fiI'IP'llMr5o~Tf' ?TO AM;' TO Tn, d'Ya.?T~' 
YV)1(110V "?TOMIMV, CHRY50STOlI( DE SACERDOTIO: 
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dice of their own minds, has been allowed to prevail too far 
against claims which are at once legitimate in themselves 
and connected with the highest interests ofman. 

In this Diocese we have experienced our full share of the 
effect of these principles upon the prosperity and efficiency 
ot the Church. We have risen, indeed, by the Divine 
blessing, since the Church firat assumed a cOllsistent form 
under the auspices of one whom I forbear to name,-we 
have risen fa'om very. feeble beginnings, to a state in which we 
now number considerably above a hundred Clergymen, with 
many orderly and devout Congregations. Yet constituted 
as we are an integral portion ot the Established Church of 
England, we have, from unpropitious circumstances, been 
left to occupy in the eye of the wodd, a dubious position and 
to appear in an equivocal character; our claims still un­
settled, and the suppart of our Clergy partial, meagre and 
precarious, to the inlinite detriment of religion and the mani­
fest perpetuation of those vel'y jealousies and contentions of 
which the apprehension has dictated this temporizing policy, 
but of which the existence is to be traced to the want of an 
avowed and decided maintenance of the Church·Establish­
ment as it was originally planned. With you, however) my 
Hcverend Brethren, I need not enter into particulars upon 
this topic. We have done, and, by God's help, shall continue 
to do our pari, I trust in all charilY and meekn~ss, to urge 
and to uphold what we believe to be our own right) the 
glory of a Christian Government and the blessing ofa land: 
the issue we must confide to the hands of GOD. What I am 

anxious to bring under your notice is, fil'st, the great com­
fOH and ground of thankfulness which we enjoy in all the 
difficulties and struggles of the Church, and second)), the 

peculiar responsibility which we contract under the circum­

stances of the time. 
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Wilh lef~rence to the first point, I do believe that there 
never was a period in which the Churt'b of England, con­
sidered as 1\ whole, presented an aspect so satisfactory as at 
this day. J do not mean to say that the Chllrch-E~tablisb­

ment is faultless, or that any branch of the Chul'ch on earth 
will ever be totally and literally without spot or wrinkle or 
any sllch '-hing. We shall always have reason, if perfection 

be insi"teu upon, to say, as was said in a Latin distich by one 
who was a burning and shining light in the Church of Eng­

land,-
They want that the Church should be free from every speck: 
This the present life denies: the future life will afford it.' 

But when we see what a spirit, within the memory of 
living man, it has pleased God to shed down upon the 
Church; how many evils have been corrected and what neW 
life has been infused into the whole system; when we wit­
ness the sincerity and the fervour with which Christ crucified 
is proclaimed by the Clergy; when we behold with what true 
fidelity and zeal, a great and still increasing portion of that 
body devote themselves to the labours of the pastoral charge, 
and what care is taken by the rulers of the Church, to preserve 
a high standard of character and qualifications among her 

:'Ilinisters; when we contemplate the variety and the magni­
tude of efforts made within the Church for the diffusion of 
spiritual blessings at home and abroad; when we look at the 
prodigious multiplicati(ln of OUI' ?laces of worship in Eng­
land, t and the progressive enlargement of Associations for the 
promotion of education and the communication of religious 
light, and then turn our regards to what is done, with little 
aid f!'Om the State, for distant dependencies of the Empire, 

• Optant ut careat maculis Ecclesia cunctis 
Prlllsens vita negat: vita futura dabit.-Bernard Gilpin. 

t See Note A. 
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and darkened corners of the earth,-for Cutonist~ for Gentile 
and for Jew; when we see what an energetic piety, what a 

noble munificence in religious works,'" what a love for the 

National E.tablishment, what a growing attachment to 

Church principles, i~ manifested among the laity as well a~ 

the Clergy and is found often in the highest orders of the 

realm; when we consider that although the ei!tabli;hrnem 

of Colonial Bishoprics is still lamentably insufficient and 

most unwonhy of the Empire, yet the formation of two Sees 
in the West Indies, and four, including Australia, in the 

East, has taken place within the recollection of all here pre­

Bent,-we have surely ground to bless the name of our GoJ, 
in the synoptical survey of these interesting facts, for the 

mercy which he has granted 10 us, with all our sins, that 
our Church should not fall behind in the race; and we should 

be encouraged to believe that He has no. cast her off, but 
that a distinguished part is reserved for her in forwarding the 

blessedco(!sutnmati(lll, when the earth shall he filled with the 

knowledge oftlte glory of God, as the waters cover the sea. 
While we are permitted, however, to exult in these 

thoughts, we lllust r('member, with a heightened sense of 

responsibi~i'y, what interest we have in charge-THE IN­

TEREST OF Cl-] RIsT ON EARTH, to the promotion 

of which "one thing" ~e have vowed "as llluch as in us lies, 
wholly to ar:ply olll,elves, laying aside the study of the 

wolld and of dIe fll',;h."t If the times are difficult and thire 

ar~ many adversaries; if, at Ihe 5dme lime, a great ~pirit of 

Religion has bl.'en awakene(! in the world, and different 

parties are seen emu lOllS of each olbel' in seeking to advance 

the Kingdom of God; if the Clergy of tbe Church of Eng­

hnd are posted in a conspicuous station, and are eminently as 

• See Note B. 
t Ordination of Priests. 
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a city set upon a hill, which cannot be hid ;-if OUI' brethren 
in other quarters, strong in the power of faith, are doing great 
things in the cause,-striving successfully againat the tidt> of 
worldly opposition, and surmounting, in some instances, the 
tht'eatening waves of trouble; if the present conjuncture is 
highly critical with reference to the ecclesiastical affairs of 
these Provinces, and consequences of vast importance to 
future generations in this rising country, may depend upon 
the foundation now laid fot' the Church,-then, amidst all 
these incitements to vigilance and zeal, it will be required of 
us that we be found with our loins girded and our lights 
burning, and like unto men that waitfor their Lord, And 
if the signs of the times appear pregnant with great events, 
and the astonishing advances of science, more especially in 
its practical application to the purposes of international com­
munication, seem destined, in the hands of Providence, to 

open the way for a new and marked !era of the Gospel, which, 
according to the anticipations of many religious persons, may 
be preceded and introduced by scenes of trial and sore tribu­
lation in the Church,-then we are solemnly called upon, not 
simply as the soldiers of the Cross, but as the leaders of the 
bailie, to take unlo us the whole armour of God, that we 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all to stand. 

Having touched, however, upon the signs of the times, 
and tbe prospects of the universal Church of Christ, I feel it 
necessary to advert to the extreme diffidence and reverent 
caution with which we should pronounce upon yet unacom­
plished prophecy, and indulge our speculations, too 
apt to lead to presumptuous error, uron the magnificent 
future of the Gospel victorious in the world. It is notfor 
us to know the times or seasons which the father hath put 
in his own power. And hence I take occasion-looking 
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at certain incidenlal effecu which are COflll'eeled with great 
efforts in Religion, in modern, as they hate been in earlier 
times, to reeommend the Christian- gFaee of modera-~ion : 
a holy model'ation and sobriely~n all the varied exercise of 
ministerial duty; in the methods adopted fer the propaga­
tion of the Truth of God-yes, and ill the very preaching of 
the" blessed Doc~rin-es of Grace. If what I recommend seem 
to be t-be c6wal'dly accommodation to the world for which 
tbe fervent Paul woukl have withstood us 10 ehefaee, or the 
I ukewarmness of spidt which Christ will irulignaritly reject, 
then, my brethren, stop your ears against my wOI'ds. But in 
that combination which is charged upon Christian teachers 
of the qualities of the Serpent with ~bose oft-he Dove, gl'eat 
discretion and great gentleness appear to be implied: and 
i~ is k.nown to have been a distinguishing characteristic of 
OUI' own Reformers that. they shunned some extremes to which 
others in th.e heat of the struggle were eartied away. The 
mild and moderate Melanchthon, among foreign reformers, 
was not found to turn his back in the hoUl' of danger. In 
the Religion of the Gospel, as well as in other things which 
engage the mind of man, there are certain bounds within 
or without which, that whicb is light- cannot stand. ofF 

A1Lhough ~t i6 most eerta.inly true, lhat" we caD cever be 
to() religious or too devoted, yet it is ellually certain that in 
the devebpement anu the ('xe~'citie of t-be retigiolls affections .. 
there is oilen, through the infirmity of BaCure, a tendency 
to religious irregularity and to what- ma-y properly be called 
religious ex.ces~ In those poin'tsj eifPeeially which create 
panies and part, lIames within the bosom of the Church 
itself, the most vehement and eager spiri~ OR either side 
will not be found" I believe, to bOt the nearest to- the truth j 

• -" -" -" sunt certi denique tines 
Quos intra citraque neqUit consisierereotulit. 

11 
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and the approximation of parties to each other, each loa­
ing something of its own and borrowing from its opposite, 
is, according to my own convictions, the issue fOl' which we 
should devoutly pray and for every manife~tation of which 
(and these are not few) we should render thanks to our God. 

I apprehend that there is no one doctrine of the Gospel 
which does not receive the tincture of error, when pushed 
to an extreme; and we are sometimes accused of not going 
far enough, when the very fact of our stopping where we do, 
is the evidence of our keeping step, if I may use so familiar 
an illustration, with the Gospel itself. Truth exaggerated 
is not higher truth: it is rather truth deteriorated by some 
alloy. Instances might be given, without number, to sup­
port the justice of this remark; and we see it very plainly 
exemplified, if we have recoUl'se to the stronger shades of dif­
ference among believers in Revelation upon certain points 
of their Faith. Because one party wiIllower and dilute to 
nothing the vital doctrine of the work of the Spirit in the 
beart and understanding, another deals in sensible revela­
tions and impulses, or proceeds to the extravagance of claim­
ing the miraculous gifts of Apostolic times :-Because one 
party preaches the law rather than the Gospel, another 
seeking to magnify the covenant of Grace, will tread upon the 
verge of Antinomian error: Because one party makes Re­
ligion consist in fOl'ms and ritual observances, another makes 
it an evidence of spirituality to depreciate or even to dispense 
with the very Sacraments themselves. 

Upon similar principles, I cannot forbear from stating my 
opinion that we ought to manifest a wise spirit of allowance, 
and charitable construction in some lesser matters relating 
to particular habits, ~sages, observances, or religious phra­
seology. Things which are often found among the acciden­
tal characteristics are thence liable to be regarded as the 
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necessary evidences of a devoted piety and a genuine Faith 
in Christ. There are many things in human life, many more 
than some religious persons are willing to allow, which must 
be left to the province of christian liberty and discretion,­
and of which it must be said that neither if we do them are we 

the better, nor if we do them not, the worse, and vice versa; 
what may be inexpedient for one man, may be conceded to 
another-nothing being insisted upon as of universal obli­
gation, which does not carry the diiitinct warrant of the 
word of God-no but'then imposed which would not have 
been imposed by the Apostolic Council at Jerusalem., 

Upon this subject of moderation, 1 am not asham~d to 
have recourse to the support of a female writer-the late Mrs. 
Hannah More,-the preface to whosl' work on Practical 
Piety contains the following pel'tinent remarks ;-

"Would it could not be said that Religion has her parties 
as well as Politics. Those who endeavour to steer clear of 
all extreme& in either, are in danger of being reprobated by 
both. It is rather a hardship for persons who have cO:lsidered 
it as a Christian duty to cultivate a spirit of moderation in 
thinking, and of candour in judging, that when these dispo­
sitioni! are brought into action they frequently incur a hal sher 
censure tban the errors which it wail their chief aim to 
avoid. 

"Perhaps, therefore," she continues, " to that human 
wisdom whose leading object is human applause, it might 
answer best to be exclusively attachl'd to some one party. 
On the protection of that party at least, it might in that case 
reckon; and it would then have the dislike of the opposite 
class alone to contend against; while those who cannot go 
aU Itmgths with either, can hardly escape the disapprobation 
of both." 

These remarks, as it appears to me, are very applicable not 
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OI1ly to the judgments .... hich we pronounce, but to the part 
which we feel called upon to take with reference to the pro­
fessors of the Roman Catholic Religion.. I would wi1lingly 
avoid this topic; but duty forbids my passing it without 
notice. I conceive that it is oor manifest dULY, as, if we 
have any love to the souls of men, it must he OUI' earnest 
desire, wherever a door seems opened to us by the hand of 
Providence, to propagate the simple Tl'uth of God, and ta 
declare Jesus Chri"t to sinners as theil' Saviour, in a manner 
in which he cannot be presented to them by a system en­
cumbered with human devices, and,according to the language 
of our own Articles, plainly repugnant, in many points, to 
the Word of God. And so far, I think, we shall be all 
agreed. But with respect to the most eligible and j udioioas 
mode in which we can prosecute the object of advancin~ the 
cause of Scriptural Truth, a great diversity of opinion may 
exist among persons equally concerned for the honor of 
God; and it is at least a question whether more is not 
likely to be ultimately done towards the attainml'nt of this 
objeet, by a prudent and moderate course of proceeding, and 
very often by the unobserved working of a holy leaven in 
the mass of society,-the indirect influence of a purer faith, 
as recommending itself by its fruits, and winning friends by 
its deportment, than by the provocation of a public challenge, 
or the disturbance of an impetuous assault upon the host 
encamped around us under the banner of Rome.t One 
thing is plain :-that our first duty is to our own followers; 
our care of them, with the limited resources which ,ve have 
at command, seems likely for a long time to be more than 
sufficient to fill our bands, and our incursions in other 
quarters may be reserved till we bave means and energies 
to spare, after sup!>lying our own ill-provided people; at 
least we must take care that nothing is left undone for their 
-- • See note C. 

t This applies to a particular portion of tbe Diocese-namely that portion of 
Lower Canada which il inhabited by the old French populatiOll, 
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direct benefit, because we are engaged in a different em­
ployment of our zeal, The Apostles, in the execution of 
their commission, and the choice of their field of labour, 
were directed by the Revelations of the Spirit of God: we 
can only gather from circumstances what it is the will of 
God that we should attempt and make our experiments, 
seeking such light as is now vouchsafed in answer to the" 
prayer of faith, according to the result which appearances 
may promise, 

I desi!'e, however, my Reverend Brethren, to have it 
well understood, that whatever charity of judgment, what­
ever Christian courtesy of language, whatever prudent 
caution of proceeding for the very sake of advancing the 
interests of truth, it may be propel' to manifest in this 
behalf, I am most fully alive to the necessity of oUl" making 
a resolute stand against that spirit which walks abroad, and 
to which, by a mere perversion of language, the name of 
liberality is often conceded; a spirit which confounds all 
distinction between Truth and Error, and absolutely tends 
to nullify the effect of Revelation. Certain wondeI-fUI 
truths are made known to us from Heaven: the correct 
application of those truths fUMlishes the remedy fOl' OUl' 

mOl'al and spiritual disorders, and conveys to the soul of 
man the principle of evel'laiiting life. The preservation of 
those tl'Uths, therefore, in tbeil' purity as well as their in­
tegrity, liable as they are through the con'uption of nature, 
to be obscured and debased, is among the fOl'emost duties 
of the Church, and the mo~t solemnly important concerns 
of human society. Any compromise of Scriptural princi­
ples of Religion becomes, in this point of view, alike dan­
gerous and f;inful; and we should ,varn those who are 
spiritnally under our charge, that they do not sulfer them­
selves to be led into any such compromise fr(lPl motives 
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eithet' of domestic ease, of social good uuderstanding, of 
commercial intet'est, 01' of political expediency. In all 
these point~ the world will often be found at issue with the 
Gospel of God, and we must ouly say to them, choose ye 
tltis day whom ye will serve, And if we encoulltel' oelium 
in this dischut'ge of OUl" duty, we must call to mind the 
words of an Apostle, marvel not my brethren if the world 
hate you, and those of our blessed Lord himself, ye know 
that it hated me before it hated you, 

We should warn OUl' people also, when we are upon 
the subject of political differences and agitations, of the 
awful l'esponsibility which they will incur, if they are for­
getful of the scenes through which we have all recently 
passed. The right hand of GOD was so conspicuously 
stt'etched forth, and in so many different ways, in the pro­
tection of the cause of loyalty, when the insurrection broke 
out in these Pl'Ovinces, '" as to extort, even fl'om the unthink­
ing, a devout acknowledgment of Providential interposi­
sion. And we had public fasts, and proclaimed thanks­
givings. All must not end there. We must, as a community, 
rejoice with tl'embling in our deliverance; and rem em bel' 
that fl'esh scourges are ready in the hand of GOD, We 
must be humbled undel' a sense of our sins,-thankful for 
the mercy which we have expel'ienced, watchful against 
forgetfulness of Divine judgment, fruitful in those Christian 
works which are pl'ompted, by all these combined conside­
rations. And it will be happy if the Clergy can be instru­
mental, not only in cherishing that spirit of loyalty which 
must chal'acterize the tl'Ue followers of the Church, but in 
convincing any unthinking part of the population of the 
great wickedness, as well as folly, of seditious agitations in 
a country where, if there has been a fault chargeable upon 

• In the end of 1837 and commencement of 1838. 
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the Govel'Oment, it is that of an unwise relaxation of the 
authodty reposed in its hands fOl' the common good, Never 
can,-I will not say rebellion,-but never, can those PI'O­
ceedings which tend to rebellion be suffered to pass under 
the coloul' of the mere maintenance of a different side in 
politics. Where can there be worse authors of mischief 
than those who, not to speak of bloodshed and devastation 
of property, disturb and distract a peaceful country, and 
blast the rising pro~perity of a people, to serve the purposes 
of faction ?-or, if men acknowledge the authority of the 
Word of God, what sin is there more broadly stamped with 
the brand of the Divine displeasme, than the sin of those 
who resist and despise power and are not afraid In speak 
evil of dignitie,~? Warn, therefore, all who are in danger, 
as the Messengers of God, Put tllem in mind to be 

suldect to principalities and powers,. to oLey magistrates; to 
be ready to every good work,. to submit themselves to every 
ordinance oiman for the Lord's sake. Charge them in the 
words of wisdom, my son fear tholt the Lord and the King, 
and meddle not with the"! that are given to change. 

Before dismissing the subject of the uncompromising main­
tenance of principle in opposition to that which passes in Ihe 
world fOl' liberality, I must offer a very few observations 
relating to what are, sometimes called the peculiarities of 
the Established Church. I shall not occupy your time by an 
endeavour to refute thp. shallow and uDscriptural notion 
that Christian unity and charity consist in the establishment 
of a commodious sort of understanding among parties divid­
ed in religious communion, _t they agree to di./Jer. Cer­
tainly they ought to endeavour to live in peace, and in the 
interchange of all christian good offices;, and it is equally 
certain that each ought to rejoice in every instance in which 
another may promote the cause of Christ, and be ready to 
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put the most liberal construction, (I do nol avoid the use 
of the word, fOl' true liberality is a beautiful feature of 'he 
Gospel) upon all the proceedings of separate bodie9, or in­
dividuals belonging to them. We ought to honor and to 
imitate all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
although they walk not UJith us. And it would be as diffi­
cult to deny as it would be criminal to wish to deny 
that the blessing and grace of God is often with 
those whose ministry we regard as il'fegularly constituted. 
But with all this, I conceive that we place ourselves in a 
very false position, and fail to act, in one point, the part 
which God has assigned to us in the world, if ever we adopt 
that language or lend ourselves to those proceedings in 
which the Church is regarded as a Sect among Sects. It is 
quite foreign to my purpose to argue here the question of 
Episcopacy: but if we believe that the Apostles fOllnded 
and framed an Episcopal Chm'cb; if we trace the plan of 
such a Church in the Scriptures; if fullowing up our en­
quiries to throw light on the question by comparison of 
Scripture with early ecclesiastical records, we arrive at thal 
conclusion which enables us with t he incomparable Hookel' 
to challenge the opponents of OUI' System, that they shew but 
one Church upon the face of the whole earth, from the Apos­
tolic times to the Reformation, that was not episcopal;* if 
all the remnants of ancient Churches now existing in the 
East have preserved this constitution from their beginning, 
and our own Church has opened interesting communications 
with them which may be designed to lead the way to therr 
renovation in holy commun~n with ourselves;t if the 
real strength of Rome consists only in the multiplied divi­
sions and unseemly disarray of tbe Protestant Churches; 
if this can never be cured, so long as the vicious pl'inciple 
is admitted that christiana may lawfully form new Soc:ielies, 

• See note D, t See Dote E. 
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and creale llew Ministrie6 at will; if it \yas the singular 

blessing of our .own, among other Churches, at the Reforma­
tion, to preserve the ancient order and the uninterrupted 

succession of her hierarchy; if lastly these principles are so 

poimedly re<;ognized, so fully received and acted upon in 

her praclice, that we accept the Orders as valid, of a Homish 

Priest who recants, although we .. e-orda in all Protestant 

l\1inisters who pass onr to us from non.episcopal Churches, 

then, with this chain of tacl,; before our eyes, 1 do c~nceive 
that we alt' wanting alike in our consistency as Churchmen, 

and our duty in the Church universal, if, swayed by the 

stream of prevailing opinion, studying an ill·understood po­

pularity, or .,ven prompted by an amiable spirit oC concilia­
tion, we consent to prejlldice the exclllsive character of our 
Ministry, and voluntarily decend from the ground which we 

occupy with our people anti other ProteBtant Episcopalians, 

a~ a distinct and peculiar body among the Churches. 
And is this to exalt ourselves, and to preach ourselves 

instead of Clui,t Jesus our Lord? Far otherwise than this 

if rightly considered, our claims to Apostolic order and sue­

ces.ion, as is well pointed out by a lale excellent Colonial 

prelate,* should humble us in the dust under a sense of the 

greatness of 0111' c"lIing so far above our worthiness and 

streligth. "Vhatevel' atY,Hei, a heightend view of the office 

which we hold, aud the part which we have to sustain in 

tilt> Cbu,cl; (If<.Jud, can ollly-or should only,-prompt us 

to deep!:!f earne:itne,;s ill seeking that sufficiency which is of 

Him alone. 
1 bles" God that thel't~ is not ,wanting good e,iJence among 

us of our having recourse to that sufficiency-but what a 

field is before us! how ought we each to labour that we may 

gather wiLh our Lord, lind ho .... iUlportullattdy to prdy that 

• Heber. c 
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more labourers may be sent forth into the ripening harvest 
which spreads itself around us ; that larger blessing may des· 
cend upon those Institutions at home, (foremost among which 
we must mention the venerable and munificent Societies 
for the Propagation of the Gospel and pI'omoting Christian 
Knowledge) and those endeavours upon the spot, of which 
it is the object to supply our destitute settlements. I am dis­
posed also to think, and I shall take occasion, from oU\' 
meeting, to follow up the suggestion, that we might, with 
much advantage, establish in thi@ Diocese, a Church Society, 
similar to that which has been framed under the auspices of 
an able and zealous Bishop, in the neighbouring Diocese of 
Nova Scotia. 

In seeking to recommend the Church, according to our 
bounden duty, in the eyes of our own people or of others, 
and to give the fullest effect to the beautiful Offices of her 
Liturgy, there is a principle to be observed of which I have 
taken notice upon former occasions in addressing my 
brethren in a different capacity, but which I am prompted 
briefly to touch upon, because it is in danger from local cir­
cumstances, of partially falling into disregard-I mean the 
principle of rendering the service:; of the Church more im­
pressive by the manner of performing t!.em, and by the ex­
teriol',reverence and decorum with which they are clothed. 
The preface to the Common Prayel' Book, the Canons and 
the Rubrics, more particularly in the Communion office,­
aft'ord sufficient evidence of the care which was wisely taken 
by our holy Reformers, while they purged away from our 
worship, the cumbrous pageantry of Superstition, to pre­
serve the utmost gravity, solemnity, and order in the public 
ministrations of the Church; and to shed over them a 
venerable air fitted to l'emind men of the awe with which 

• See note F, 



they should approach the thin§s of God. The {Ol'ms an d 
ceremonies of tile Ohurch, the presc'ribed postures of wor~ 
shipt the habits of those who officiate, the vessels of the 
Sanctuary, the several appendages and distinctions of our 
National Churches, are all designed to aid in this effect; 
and, as servants of the Church, \\e ought to act in the 
spirit, and, wherevel' we can, ,according to the letter of her 
regulations. The disuse upon the ordinary occasionil of 
life, ,of a distinguishing ecclesiastioal dress, is a departure 
from wise and venerable rules,- from which our Clergy ought 
never to take licence to depart farther than, according to 
the now received usage, they are obliged to do. They 
should never betray a disposition to secularize the character 
and office which they hold. And in the 8ctl1al performance 
of any ece1esiastical function, no deviation can be justifieu 
for whieh the plea of necessity cannot be a.dvanced. No 
needless irregularity should be suffered to creep into our per­
formance of "fficial duty which may settle by degrees into a 
precedent. 

To pass, however, to considerations of a higher nature,­
I would observe that among very many disadvantages at­
taching to our situation as a Oolonial Branch of the Church, 
we have OUl' advantages too; and it is Bot the least ofthest! 
that, in many parts of the Diocese, We are less trammelled 
by circumstances in making an approach to that holy disci. 
pline) the restoration of ",·bleh, according to the language of 
the Church herself, is "much to be wished."t The exist­
ence of any such advantage ought to be turned to the utmost 
account. Instances have not been wanting in this Diocese 
in whichCol11municanta who have given scandal by some 
irregularity, haf.e made public reparation to the assembled 
company of worshippers; and I cannot but commend the 

• See note G. 



endeavour, which has been used with liucceS8 by some of our 
Clergy, to revive the practice enjoined in the prayer-book, 
that persons desirous of presenting themselves at the Lord's 
Supper, at least unless they al'e accepted and constant Com­
municants, should intimate their purpose beforehand to their 
pastor. 

I could enlarge upon this topic, and there are otbers which 
I could wish to notice, particularly the encouragement and 
the direction of Sunday Schools, were it not time that, (if I 
may borrow the allusion,) I should draw in my sails and 
make for the shore. * I will only say, then, in conclusion, 
that if, as I have intimated in the course of these obsel'Va­
tions, we stand as a distinct and peculiar body, in virtue of 
our being a branch of the Episcopal Church, this is not the 
bighest or the most important peculiarity by which we should 
be marked. Our distinction as Episcopalians will very 
little avail us, unless we tRke heed that we are not behind 
others in the genuine characteristics of the people of God; 
a PECULIAR people, in the language of one Apostle, sealou5 
0/ good works-a chosen generation; according to the de­
scription of another, a royal priesthood, an lIoly nation, a 
PECULIAR people, wllo shew forth the praises if Him who 
hath called us out 0/ darkness into his marvellous light. 
This is the mark which we should set before our followers, 
and to the attainment of which we should seek to lead them 
on. We should keep clear and conspicuously bright the 
lamp of Holy Truth, which, as the Priests of the Temple, we 
are appointed to watch; holding forth constantly to view, 
(for this is the life and light of the Church, and in exact pro­
portion as it is obscured, our Ministry fails of its purpose,) 
the salvation of sinners through the free Grace of GOD in 

• -- extremo ni jam 8ub fine laborum 
Vela traham, et terris futinem advertere proram,-Viri. 
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Christ Jesull. We should magnify the love which was dis­
played in the res~ue of a guilty race, and in the gift ofthl' 
Spirit of Holiness: we should press these things home to the 
bosoms of ollr hearers, and teach men to make them their 
own :-we should labour night and day to awaken those 
who are plunged in tbe sleep of sin, and to dissipate the 
dreams of those who smooth over the Doctrines of the Cross, 
and are satisfied in conscience, because they satisfy the no­
minally Christian world: we should regard it as the busi­
ness of our lives to be instrumental in turning men from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 
And even if it were to please God that we could turn but one, 
shall we not think tbe labour of our lives to have been belter 
spent than in the pursuit, however successful, of any worldly 
object, when we remember, for our encouragement, tbe value 
of one immortal soul, as set forth in the declaration of Him 
who paid its ransom-that thel'e is JOY IN THE PRESENCE 

OF THE ANGELS OF GOD OVER ONE SINNER THAT BE­

PENTETH? 





11 ,,: It 

NOT E S. 

NOTE A. p. S.-As it is possible that 111l1ny of the individuals into whose 
hands this Charge may faU, may be little aware of thl' facts- to whieh 
reference is here made, it may be en,couraging to them to state some 
particular examples :- , 

" London.-The Bishop of London bas consecrated in t,his Dioeese aince 
1828, sixty new Churches. His Lordship, as Bishop of Chester, to which 
Diocese he was appointed in 1824, had cOll5ecrated twenty seven, in all 
eighty seven Churches. 

Winchester.-The number of Churches consecrated in· this Diocese 
within the last ten year~, is fifty nine, and between tw@ and three hun­
dred more have been enlarged and improved. 

Chester.-The number of Churches consecrated in this Diocese by the 
pr~s~nt Bishop during ten years is one hundred and three: Churches now 
building in the Diocese, thirty five: Chapels not consecrated, but havffl&, 
their own ministers, twenty."-Eccles; Gazette,jor February, l839. ' 

If my recollection dtles not deceive me, there are now thirteen plltCes 
of worship of the. Established Church, of which two wt!re originally Dis­
senting Meeting-houses, in the 8ingle parish of Lambeth, where, w,hen 
the present Reclor took possession, there was only the Parish Ch-urch, (the 
private Chapel of the Archbishop not being reckoned.} All over Eng'­
land, additionlil Churches and Chapels of the Establishment are sprin~ing 
up; ani! other instances are not w~lIting of the s~me transfer of Meetmg­
bouses to the Chl\rch, Which has been just ~ntioned as having taken 
place at Lambeth. The augmentati()n and renovation of Churches it 
also proceeding every where with the s!jme spirit; and it is a gratifying 
feature in all these undertakings, that one grand object kept in view is tf) 
provide free sittings for the poor. 

Three new Churches have recently heen consecrat€d in the parish of! 
Stepney, which now contains five spacious Churcbes, wjth three thous~d 
free sittings. 

We hear a great deal of the alarm C()nceived, and not Without reason 
.at the multipIicl).tion of lIla. ces of worship and' religiolls, institutions. ~ 
hQme, in connectiplt wit1l. the Church of ll.ome, ,and of-t~ towering apti .. 
cipll-tioJls of tbat Church ~specting the recovery of her dom,inion ill '~e 
cQuntry. But kt us thankfully be~ in Il)Ul<l.tl)ll far'l5reater I!)ultil'li.oatjplt 
pi ~roWII Chlltehett j.aft1t -thrOllghw'hateveutl'UggieS" we- may ·haft-to 
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PIISI, let us not despair -of our- cause,-the cause of Scripture -and of 
Truth. The cause of our true Protestantism is the cause of God him­
.elf; and it will be seen in the end, what will become of all human 
devices in religion :-

-- rei Romanll! PER17UILUl.UE REG!U.. 

NOTE B. p. 7.-Although in proportion to the wealth of the English 
people, if it could be hoped that all who conform to the Church would 
have a sense of their duty in this point, it i. still little that is done, yet 
every day affords some examples which remin,l us of the exclamation of 
Da .... id, Who am I and what is my people that we should be able to offer so 
willingly after this sort? for all things come of thee and of thine own have 
we given thee. Many have nobly responded to the call of the present 
Bishop of London for the erection of additional Churches in the metropolis. 
Many have ~ivcn their hundreds, and not a few their thousands. The 
example ha< been followed in other Dioceses; Associations for the exten­
sion of Church accommodation have received the most liberal support, and 
individuals have come forward in the same spirit. The following speci­
mens al'~ taken almost at random from a single number of the Ecclesiastical 
Gazelte ;-

" The Bishop of Ripon has recently consecrated three new Churches in 
the Archdeaconry of Craven, Lothersdale, Sloneyhurst Green, and 
Seltle. • • • • •• We cannot omit to notice the munificent gift of 
£1,000 from the Reverend Walter Levitt, the Vicar of Carltoll, towards 
the endowment of the Church [at Lothersdale.l • • • • • • • 

A public meeting was held at Chelmsford, October 23rd, for the purpose 
of forming an Essex As.ociation, in aid of the Incorporated Society for 
building and enlarging Churches and Chapels. It was originally suggest­
ed by the Lord Bishop of the Diocese. The subscription is already a 
munifieent one, amounting to nearly £2,000. • • • • • • • • 

On the 1st of November, in the township of Clayton-Ie-Moors, was laid 
the founoation-stone of a new Church. • • • The site was the gift 
of John Fort, Esquire, of Read Hall, M. P., who has also grallted a site 
for a Parsonage-house and a National School. The estimated expense oc. 
erection is £1,700; endowment, £2,000; total. £3,700; of which sum 
£500 were subscribed by John Fort, Esquire; £1,000 towards the build­
ing, and £1,000 towards the endowment, were the munificent donalions 
of his .ister, Ann Fort. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Lord Braybrooke has given the sllm of £100 towards buildinO' and 
endowing: a Chnrch at Knowle Hill, Berks. • • • • • • .0. 

Mr. Gladstone, a Liverpool merchant, has contributed the sum of 
£4,000 towards the erection of a Church, besides endowing it with a, 
perpetual annuity of £50 towards the maintenance of a minister. • • 

Earl Fitzwilliam has given the sum of £1,000 towards affording addi­
tional Church accommodation at Malton. • • • • • • • • • 

Lord Ward has subscribed £200 to the Worcestershire Diocesan Church 



Building Society, and £300 to that of Lichfield. His Lordship will.also 
erect Parsonage-houses at Netherton and at Cosely, at his own expence. 

At a ~ublic m~etiDg at' Birmingham, No~ember 27th, the "Bisbop of 
Worcester in the Chair, a Society was formed called the Birmingham 
Church-building Society, to supply tbe appalling deficiency of Church 
accommodation in that town. • • • The Society proposes t" provide, 
within five years, ten additional Churcbes. • . • • • 

On the 28ih November, the new Church of St. George's, Egbaston, 
was consecrated by the Bishop of Worcester. The ground {In which it 
stands is the liberal gift of Lord Calthorpe, who has endowed the Church, 
and contributed the greater pOltion of the funds (between £5,000 and 
£6,000) required for iis erection. • • . • • • • 

The Countess of Bridgewater has given £500 towards tbe fund for 
erecting additional Churches and Parsonage-houses in the Diocese of 
Lichfield. • • .,. • • • • 

On Sunday last, a new Church, erected by Mr. James Brook, of Thorn­
ton Lodge, near Huddersfield, for the accommodation of the inhabitants 
of Meltham Mills in the employ of Messrs. Jonas Brook and Brothers, 
was opened by licence from the Bishop of the Diocese. • • . . It 
will seat about two hundred and fifty persons; and adjoining it, is a School 
which, by means of sliding shutters, may be thrown open and form part 
of the Church. The School-room is calculated to hold about six hundred 
children. At the other end of the School, there are two Dwelling-houses, 
one for the Clergyman and the other for the School-master. The whole 
of the edifice, we are told, is erected at an expence of not less than £4,000. 
A truly Christian example is here set for the opulent manufacturers in the 
country to provide for the splfitual wants of those who are in their daily 
employ."-Ecclesiastical Gazette fOT J)ecember, 1838. 

The Dowager Queen Adelaide is building a Church at Malia, for the 
English reSIdents, estimated at £7,000 or £8,000, at her own expense. 

The Bishop of Lincoln gave £800 the other day towards the erection 
of a Church at Holbeach. 

It has been ascertained that the late Bishop of Durham (Van Mildert) 
spent £10,000 a year upon charitable and religious objects, being one 
half of his income. This was not suspected during his life. His prede­
cessor (Barrington) is known to have passed, I think, £100,000 for such 
purposes, during his occupation of the See, through the hands of Mr. 
Butler, his London Agent. Other Bishops of Durham hav~ been great 
public benefactors: witness the Institution founded by Lord Crewe, in 
Bamborough Castle, for the relief of shipwrecked persons, and other chari­
table ends. 

Durham was (till the late iii vision of its revenues) the richest See 
in England, and ha~ been set up as a target upon which the enemies 
of the Church have emptied their quivers; but in the party cry which 
is raised in this country, as well as at home, against the incomes of 
tbe Englisb Bishops, it is forgotten whdt use they make of their 
incomes; it is forgotten to what expences they are unavoidably subject­
ed in the maintenance of their stations, as heads of the Church-Es­
tablishment ofa mighty Empire and members, (as is fitting in a Ch~is­
tian country,) of the high COllncil of the Realm; it is forgotten that, 
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will refuse to subscribe unto them? Can they clirertly grant, and direct-' 
lydeny, one ,and th~ very self s,amc thing? Ou~ o~n proceedings in 
disputing agamst their works satisfactory and mentonolls, do shew, not 
only that the v hold, but that we acknowledge them to hold the founda­
tion notwithstandinO' their opinion. For are not these our ar"uments 
aO'ainst them 1 Christ alone hath satisfieci and appeased his Father's 
w"rath' Christ hath merited salvation alone. We should do fondly to 
use su~h disputes, neither could we think to prevail by them, if tllat 
whereupon we grouud, were ~ thing which we k!lOW they do not hold, 
which we are assured they WIll not grant. Their very answers to all 
such reasons, as are in this controversy brought against them, will not 
permit us to doubt, whether they hold the foundation or no. Can any 
man, that has read their books concerning this matter, be ignorant, l10w 
they draw all their answers unto these heads, -that the remission of all 
our sins, the pardon of all whatsoever punishments thereby deserved, the 
rewards which God hath laid up in Heaven, are bv the blood of OllT Lord 
Jesus Christ purchased, and obtained sufficiently for all men; but for no 
man effectually for his benefit in particular, except the blood of Christ be 
applied particularly to him by such means as God hath appointeli that to 
work by? That those means of themselves, being but dead things, only 
the blood of Christ is that which putteth life, force, and efficacy in them 
to work, and to be available, each in his kind, to our salvation? Finally, 
that Grace being purchased for us by the hlood of Christ, and freely with­
out any merit or desert at the fir1t bestowed upon us, the good things 
which we do, after Grare received, be thereby not made satisfactory and 
meritorious? Some of their sentences to this effect I must allege for mine 
own warrant. He then gives some extracts from the writers of the 
Romish Church, pointedly to the effect of what he had just attributed to 
them. ••.••• • . " Howbeit," he 
says farther on, " considering how many virtuOl.1S and just men, how many 
Saints, how many Martyrs, how many of the Ancient Fathers of the 
Church, have had their sundry perilous opinions; and amongst sundry 
of their opinions this,-that they hoped to make God some part of amends 
for their sins by the voluntary punishment which they laid upon them­
~e~ve.s,-because b~ a consequent it may follow hereupon that they were 
InJUTlOUs unto Chnst, shall we therefore make such deadly ~ritaph~, and 
set them upon their graves, they denied the foundation of Faith direct­
ly, they are damned, there is no salvation for them? Saint Austin saith 
o~ bimself, E1"Tare possum, HlEretieus esse nolo. And, except we put a 
difference ~et:-veen !hem that err, and them that obstinately persist in 
error, how IS It possible that ever any man should hope to be saved 1 . . . 

" And shall I think, because of this only error, that such a man touch­
eth not so m~h as the hem of Christ's garment? If he do, wheref0re 
s~ould not I have .hope, that virtue might proceed from Christ tn save 
111m? Because. hiS error doth lry consequent overthrow his faith, shall I 
therefore cast him off, as one that hath utterly cast off Christ? One that 
holdetb not so much as by a single thread 1. . . . 

" ~urely, I must confess unto you, if it be an error, that God may be 
merCiful to s.ave men even when they err, my greatest comfort is my 
error; were It not for the love I bear unto this error I would never wish 
to speak, nor to live. . . . '. . . 
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/I Wherefore 10 resume that mother sentence, wherfof I little thDUg!l! 
that so. much trlluble wDuld havE' grDwn, ' I dDubt nDt bllt GDd was merciful 
to save t~ousan.ds of our Fathers, living in PDpish superstitiDns, ina~much 
al they smnedlgnorantly.' Alas! what bloDdy matter is there cDntained 
in this sentence, that it shDuld be an occasiDn Df so. many' hard censures '? 
Did I say, that thDusands Df Dur Fathers might he saved? I have shewed 
which way it cannDt be denied. Did I ;,;ay, I dDubt nDt but that they 
were saved? I see no impiety in this persuasiDn, thDuo-h I had no. reaSDn 
for it. Did I say, their ignDrance did make me hDpe th~y did find mercy, 
and so. were saved? What hindereth salvatiDn but sin? Sins are nDt 
equal; and ignDrance, thDugh it dDth nDt make sin to be no. sin, yet seeing 
it did make their sin the less, why should it nDt make Dllr hDpe concerning 
their life the greater? We pity the mDst, and dDubt nDt but GDd hath 
most cDmpassiDn Dver them that sin fDr want Df understanding.. • 
If I have been deceived Dn this 11Dint • • • the blessed Apostle 
hath deceived me. What I said Df Dthers, the same he said Df himself, I 
obtained mercy, fDr I did it ignDrantiy. Construe his words, and YDU 
cannot misconstrue mine. I speak no. Dtherwise, I mean no. Dtherwise 
than he did." 

He winds up the whDle argumeni by a salutary caution that it is " a 
great deal meeter fDr us to. have regard to Dur own estate, than to sift 
over-curiDusly what is becDme Df other men. And fearing, Jest that such 
questiDns as these if vDluntarily they should be tDD far waded in, might 
seem wDrthy Df that rebuke which DIlT SaviDur thDught needful in a case 
not'unlike, What is this unto thee ?" • 

If, hDwever, there are any who go. so far as to. think that a hDpe en­
tertained fDr the disciples of RDme is an e,"idence Df dangerously defective 
views in religion in the persDn himself who. entertains it, the single case 
DfHoDker is surely sufficient to disprDve such a notion. Hope fol' Dther 
men may, I believe, he stillfariheT extended withDut prejudice to. sonnd 
PrDtestantism, or to. thDse "iews of Ollr Salvation, which give all the hDnDr 
to. the blessed SaviDur Df sinners. Will any man attrihute a laxity 11pDn 
thDse points to. the author Df the Rise and ProgTCss of Religion in the Soul! 
Yet in his Family EXpDsitDr, (in a nDte npDn I. JDhn ii. 2,) speaking Df 
the Salvahility Df virtuous Heathens thrDugh Christ, he says, ,. I do ~Dt 
see thai Christianity can receive an~' prejudice by our acknD~ledgJl1g 
that if there are thDse in whDm a truly virtuDus temper prevaIls, they 
may be accepted of GDd, in cDnsideration Df the atDnement which Christ 
hath made." A Imly virtuDus temper must be an evidence Df SDme mea­
sure Df grace given. 

But to. return to. the case Df the Romanist, can any man deliberately 
think that there are '!tDt evidences Df grace and of a saving faith ill 
Christ implanted in the heart, in sllch men as the aut~Dr of the Imit~tiDn 
of Christ,t or as FenelDn, or as Pascal? If these €\"Idenc~s are mixed 
with matter which seems by logical inference to cDntradlct them, we 

.. Thft forf"g'oine- extracts from Hooktr are· tok.f'n ~rom hi!' OiSC'OIlN"8 on Justifica­
tion. I hod made Iht"m larger and have found II difficult to re1r~lIch th~m, but 1 
did not wish 10 land Ihese notes 10 e:xre!ls. Those who have OCCt'88 to 1118 workH. 
and 10 whom tllfO Discourse/8hoV'e.meniioned is new, wnt hp, well rpl'aid by 1he 
".rus.1 of iI, ahhough possibly they may nor agree in .11 points .. ith the .io,..s of 
tllP \vriler. 

t Commonly "pUled 10 b. Thomos b Kempis. 
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must remember that it is never fair in judging- ufllien, sllhough It ma, 
be perfeclly propu in reasoning with them, to insi.t upon fa.tening cOlIse­
qnences upon them, as flowing from their sy~tem, which consequences 
they reject and disclaim, and thus to deny to them the benefit of their 
inconsistency. 

1 believe that the view which I have here taken, is agreeable to the 
word of God, and that those who are the sufferers by corruptions intro­
duced into their Church, are not to be confoundeu with the authors or in­
terested loveTs of those corruptions, agaill~t whom the judgments of Scrip­
ture are denounced. The case of a devout and sincere Romanist appears 
to me to he provided for, if I may so expre~s it, inlCor. nU/,]2, 13, 14, 
15, upon which text Archbishop Tillotson has a sermon" on the hazard 
ofb~ing saverl in the Church of Rome." 

And now a few more words as to "the rart which we fed called n)lon 
to take with reference to the professors of the Roman Catholic Reli,gion"· 
in Lower Canada (a question which must be affected by " the judgment 
which we pronounce"t upon thtm.) ]n my own view of the case, we are 
more likely to be called upon to s1!ffer than to do, in testifying to that body, 
by any general or extensive proceeding, in the came of spiritual truth. 
Bnt some of our obligations having, as I apprehend, been misconceived 
in a manner calculated to embarrass the consciences of the Clergy, and 
this having spread, I know not to what precise extent, I feel it in­
cnmbent upon me, (for now that I am embarked in the subject,] will go 
through with it,) very briefly to set them, as far as God shall enable me, 
in a correct light. 

1. It has been supposed that the Ordination-vows of the Clergy dis­
tinctly oblige them to engage in perpetnal controversy with the Romish 
Church in this country, and to labour in the work of proselytism among 
her disciples. 

It is certainly (as J have intimated) the duty of Clergy and L~ity alike, 
to avail themselves of all well-chosen opportunities and all promi~ing 
openin~s, for endeavouring to communicate to those who do not enjoy the 
blessinc;, a knowledge of pure and scriptural truth. And they should 
watch for such opportuuities, and, if they are permitted, should make 
them. But with reference to that particular and special CU7'e of souls 
which is formally confided, in the solemnitieo of Ordination, to the Clergy, 
and to which thEir vows respecting pastoral in~truction, exclusively refer, 
it does not, in this country, comprehend the members of the Church of 
Rome. In England and Ireland, where the entire face of thp. country is 
di \'ided into pariahes of the Estahlished Church; where the Churches 
formerly belonging to theChnrch of Rome have been transferred to our own, 
and where the proprietors of the population at lar,~e ;. subject to payments 
for the support of the latter, all the inhabitants of a parish are the Parish­
ioners of a Clergyman. It is not so here. In Upper Canada, ~ven the Rectors 
do not stand in the same relation to other religions bodies which the Rec­
tors do at home. There is' 110 official connection between them. In 
Lower Canada, where Parish Churches Bnd tithes are in the hands of 

• Charge. \" 12 
t lb. ibid. 
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Roman Catholics, an!lsecnred to them by law, the appointments received 
bf our Cler)!}: do I~ot impose any spE'~i~c o~ligatio~, nor convey any 
kmd ofauthonty, WIth respect to the religIOus lllstruclIon of such per~ons. 

2. It has ?een supposed tha~ the 66th C.anon which relates to Popish 
Recnsants, ImpOStS a duty of the same kmd. But that Canon refers to 
a state of society, and describes a class of persons, both of which have 
long ceased to exist. Recusants were persons who refused conformity to 
the established Religion of the country, at a lime when, the principles of 
toleration not being understood, the whole population were by law com­
pellable, under severe penalties, to conform. The Canons of 1603 are 
still binding, so far as they are now pradicable and consistent with the 
snbseqnent sanctions of authority; but it mnst be manifest, even ul,on a 
slight inspection of them, that in other points they are obsolete, and have 
been virtually revoked. 

I shall not notice an argument which has been drawn from the commis­
sion given by Christ to his Church allarge, to preach the Gospel to aery 
creature, farther than to point out that this direction to propagate the 
faith throughout the worlo, cannot be understood as if every Clergyman 
were GhGrged with the direct religious instruction of every individual with 
whom he comes in contact in life. For in how many instances would 
this be casting pearls to swine! and in how many more woula it be 
obstrnctir,g, by ill-ad vised or premature interferenCe, the cause which 
it would be designed to promote! 

Let me not be here thought to repress, or to do otherwise than honor 
and encoura"'e that zeal which would be instant in season and out of sea­
son. But j{' we are to do any thing in this p~rticular behalf, let the 
grou1<ds upon which we are to du it, be first correctly stated. In musing 
~Ipon the subject, I have been more moved .to hope ~or our one ~ay creat­
Ihg a favorable impression upon the Romallists of thIs country, (If we go 
wisely to work,) by the single consideration of.Deut. VII. 17: 18, than 
by all the arguments which I have ever heard III recommendalion of OIIr 
taking the fiehl. ..' .. 

Whenever and wherever we do so, I hope It WIll be more ill the spmt 
{If Bishop Hopkins, of Vermont,. .than of some other Protestant ,champions 
amon'" O\ll' nei.,.hbours in the UnIted States, who would do well to re­
member the saying of a very early Christian father t:-

0prX(Iot; xcd du9ocliwx. xocl TOAP.OC, TOIt; XOCTl1focP.£VOIt; U71'0 Til 0£11 

!7I'1iIIWOC xcd TOC71'tlYO~f0(IJVI1, xocl 71'fOC~'TI1t; 71'OCfct T07, WAoYI1;;.ivol' 

U71'O T; 0EII. 

In modem times, and with reference t~ interco'frse wit? Roman ~atho­
lies, we have an admirable example III the IIIterestmg MemOirs of 
Felix Neff. 

* In hi- work. The Chuch of Rome in her primitive pu~ity. compared with 
Ihe Ghurch of Rome at t~epre8ent day. I thlok, however, thRtlle ha. made 
lome unwarranted conceSSIOns. 

t Clement ROlIIsnuJ, in hi. lint Epi.tle to the Corinthi"n •• 
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" The broau distinctions and uncompromising truths of Protestantism 
were matters of awful sanctity with N elf j and yet though he was the 
Pastor of a flock opposed to Popery by all the strong prejudices of here­
ditary separation, I might almost say of deep-Tooted aversIOn, with 
dogmatical and polemical Protestantism he would have nothing to do_ 
He made numberless converts from Romanism, not so much by argument 
and discussion as by widely lficulcaiing the true spirit of the Gospel j not 
by dwelling on topics of strife or points of diJl"erence, but on points of 
universal agreement and by exhibiting our common Christianity in its 
most persuasive form, until their hearts melted before the one Mediator 
aud Intercessor, and thc.v said your God shall be our God, and YOllr creed 
shall be our creed."-lJIemoirof Felix Neff, Pastor of the High Alps, by 
the Rev. W. S. Gilly, D. D. 

" When Neff was in France, he ac.cidentally found himself in the 
company of aRoman Catholic Cure, who did not know him. Their route 
lay lowards the same place, and as tbey journeyed together, tbe conver­
salion took a religious turn. Our pastor, with his usual good sense and 
right feelin.!!;, ~poke fervently on Ihe faith and dulies of a Minister of the 
Gospel, but he did not drop a single word which could offend the preju­
dices or rouse the suspicion of his companion, who was gradually moved 
to take a deep interest in the new view. of a spiritual life which were 
opened before him. They came to a Roman Catholic Church, and Ihe 
Cure invited his unknown counsellor to enter the sanctuary and to im­
plore God's blessing on their conversation. Netrreadily complied, they 
brEathed their silent prayers hefure the altar [the Protestant Minister 
here, however, went a great length] ilnd they parted without the Cllre 
being aware of any difference in their religious opinions. I perceived, 
said N ef!~ when he related this anecdote, that the Priest's heart was 
touched, and I did not disturb the pious feelings of the moment by avowing 
myself or by attempting to sqnare his relioious sentiments with my 
own."-lb_ 

NOTE D. p. 16.-In the letters which passed between Pierre du Moulin 
a ver:y emil1~nt foreign Protestant, and tbe admirable Bishop Andrews: 
the~e IS :'- cunons exampl~ of that infifIl!ity, (and we ought all to guard 
a~a.mst It~ on what.ever Side of a questIOn,) by which good men find a 
dltliculty III concedmg what makes against their own party; and if they 
h~ve been drawn by the. force. of fair inference acting upon their 
mmus, be)'onrl.the mark w~lch SUl.ts them, will ~eek sometimes, although 
tbey are Imp?smg upon the~r own Ju.dgments, to retire within it again_ 

DIlI.lOUllll IUtreats the Bishop to lIltercede for him wilh Kin!!" James of 
En~land, o.n a~cou~t of his suppo~ed want of respect for Episcopacy, 
which he disclaIms III these words :-Non sum tam fastidiose an-ogans ut 
,'e~lm me ?pponere toti ~nti~uitati: E.t. rem qlllE jam inde Ii seculo Apos­
lollS PToXimo rccepta flut 111 EccIesla, ut vitiosam ant improbam ,s­
pernan. 
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The ~i.hop re:assures him wit.h respect toothe Royal d>Sl'le •• 5t..re, and 
then notIces a Clfcumstance willch seemed to furnish eviuence of his 
going yet.rl~rther, in his secret jn~g~ent, in favour of ~piscopacy, than 
he was wIlhng to allow: Ego vero Itbens agnosco :eqUiorem te in res 
nostras, plerisl[ue vestrum; quanta magis antiquitatem versas, tanto 
:DI[uiorem: adllo & :equiorem adhuc multo futumm, 5i te sineret Ecclesia 
vestra; utinam autem sineret !-Illa, ut videtu)', personarum vitia ad 
I'es transtn\it, rernmque adeo legitimum usum, propter abusum sustulit 
IlanlatIm hoc a vobis dedocenda. Cui dum tu morem gerere vis, morem 
ipse animo tuo non geris. Nam de animo tuo ex calamo conjecturam facio. 
Adeo enim in nos propensus calamus tu'Us, ul scripseril (crede autem te 
non invito) nostrum Episcoporum ordinem rem es~e receptam in Ecclesiit 
inde a seculo Apostolorum. Recte aulem hoc scripserat calamus: Id lu 
litura scilicet induxIsti ('ncmpe TO ApOSTOLORUn!) ac t-icem cjus ApOSTOI.IS 

PROXIMO 1"cposuisti. if" , 
The Bishop adds, a little farther on, Totam antiqnitatem a nobis esse, 

nee ip~~ negas: an vero Ecclesi<E jam ul\i plus deferendum quam anti qui­
tati toti, ipse videris. This is the right way of statin"" the question; and 
thus the other party even after shifting a little from his original position, 
(as taken by his pen) left the vantage-ground to the cause of Episcopacy. 
It is this groun!\ which is taken by Chillingworth, in his Apostolical Insti­
tution of Episcopacy demonsttated, and he reduces the whole argument to 
a syllogism. That which fixes the s~nse of Scripture in those l)a~-. 
Ra""es which are favorable to our claims, and proves what was the 
pr~ceeding of (he Apostles, in the absence of positive institution in the 
Word of God, is a comparison with the early, universal and continued 
practice of the Church. The case is the same as that of the sanctification 
of the first day, of the week. 

What an incalculable advantage would it be to the cause of Protestants, 
and what sacrifices ought ALL Protestant parties to he ready to make for 
the sake of gaining it, if a .comprehension could be effected in which they 
would stand; as one body, occupying a ground respecting their Orders 
which could not be challenged by the Romanist himself, if well-informed. 
With respect to th~ Episcopal Churches, this is the fact. Witne,s the 
Defense de la validite des Ordinations Anglieanes, by Ie Pere Courayer, 
whose grave-stone may be seen in the solemn cloisters of Westminster 
Abbey. Although the man was, in the end, persecuted, his proofs can 
never be shaken. 

NOTE E. p. I6.-The following extracts ,from the correspondence of 
the late Bishop Heber, will be interesting to those to whom they may 
happen to be new :- . 

", He too, [Mar Simeon, Episcopal Commissary from the Archbishop of 
Shiran'z,] as well as Mar Abraham and the Archbi~hop Athanasius? ex­
pressed a desire to attend the English Church SerVIce, and accordmgly 
came the day on which' I 'administered Confi~mation. ~n the wh?le I 
cannot but hope that many good effects may anse from thiS al'proxlma-

. E 



3-1 

tion in courtesy ofthe Eas tern Churches 10 our o\"n; when tlley frod 
that 'We desire no dominion over them, they may gradually be led to 
imitate us." 

" I believe I mentioned to-your Grace in my last Ie tier, Ihe sort of 
amicable intercourse which I had maintained with differeDt sects of Ori1mtal 
Christians, and particularly with some Bishops of the Armenian Church. 
One of these, whom I had previo1lsly met at Dacca, Mar Abraham, a 
Suffragan dependent on the Patriarch of Jerusalem, was mnch with me, 
arid still more, I think, at Bishop's College, during my late residencp at 
Calcutta. He, like the Syrian Metropolitan, attended service in the 
Cathedral, and I was happy to be able, on different occasions, to treat him 
with respect and hospitality. His sect (I need not ~form your Grace) is 
Monophysite, and the Liturgy of his Church, grievously crowded with 
superstitious observances, approaching to those of the Roman ritual. 
They disclaim, however, ear'Mstly, the Pope and some af the distinguished 
tenets of Popery, and both my friend Mar Abraham, and some others of 
his nation, express a great admiration of our Liturgy, and a desire (which 
1 think claims all the encouragement in our power) to draw near us, and 
learn from us. One of their nation, named George Avdal, has offered his 
services to Bi5hop's College, to translate our Liturgy into Armenian, to 
which may be prefixed, if God gives me health and leisure tll finish it, a 
short account which I am drawing up of the fonndation, reformation, and 
history of the English Church, which, I am led to believe, may do us 
great service Ilmong the Eastern Christians, and may be ad'VantageoQsly 
circulated not only in Armenian but the other languages of Asia. And, 
if Mr. Avdal does his work well, I think of employing him still farther 
in rendering into that language some of the homilies of St. Chrysostom, 
and of such other Fathers as the Eastern Church hold in most honour, but 
of whom, except by name, they know nothing. By such means, duly 
persevered in, and practised with meekness, and without the appearance 
of dictation or superiority, it may be hoped, under the Divine Blessing, 
that some of the grosser ignorance may be removed, and some of the more 
crying abuses reformed, which have, for many centuries, ovetsJlread the 
most ancient and illustrious sects of Christianity." 

" Bishop Abraham evinced, on leaving Calcutta, his confidence in myself, 
and Principal Mill in a yet more remarkable manner, in committing to my 
care for education at Bishop's College, a very pleasing young man, a Dea­
con of his church, and related to himself, who had attended ·him from 
Palestine. He said that the Armenian ChlJh'chfelt the tJJlUi.t of a more 
liberal education than they could usually obtain fOT their Clergy; that, in. 
particular, a knowledge of the Englislt language and literature would be 
very valuable to them, and that thi3 young man, who, having good 
talcnt~ aM pow~Tfu! interest, was likely to be ~aUed, eventuaIly, to a 
conspicuous ~t.~hon In. the chur~h of J'erusalem, was exceedingly anxious 
or [om;~.: /mn~ "TIT!'!h ",.~ might have to teaeh. He pro£elfSed II will-
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i~~s to :pay, to the best of his .powet:, towards the expense of, his re­
mamlng wltb us, but, \II:e1l knowmg his poverty, I told him that wa. 
rwedles~. IkIw.e «cord~ngly arl"l!-nged 'U~th the Principal, and College 
C01£nC'lI, to TeCemJe "Mesrop David" on the same terms of inmate and 
guest on whic~ Christian David, the Tarnul Clergyman, was received on 
a fgrmer occaS1On. They agreed with me that it was an opportunity not 
to be lost of improving and extending the influence of our Church ambDo­
his countrymen, and should the Society for the Propao-ati:m of the Gospel 
in !Foreign parts, object to his being snpported at ,the ~College expence, I 
Wit mast meerf'Ully take it an myself." 

"Athauasius and Abraham, with the titles of Metropolitan and " Ram­
ban," or Archdeacon, arrived at Bombay whilst I was there, on their 
way to the Malayalim Churches, and with regular appointments from the 
I'atriar.ch, " sitting in the seat of Simon Cephas, which is at Antioch." 
As·it has always been my endeavour to conciliate and befriend the Eastern 
,Christians who find their way into India, both I and Archdeacon Barnes 
6hewed them all the respect and kindness in,our power, and we were on 
as good terms as people could be, who had no common lanpl.lage, the 
,man~rsspeaking only Arabic, and all our communication bemg nUered 
tbrongh an interpreter. 

" They attended Church, unasked, and received the Sacrament at my 
hands ;- on which occasion I placed the Metropolitan in my own chair, 
and we embraced in a most brotherly manner at the church-door after 
service." 

"To MAR ATHANASIUS. 

(As translated into Syl'iac, by Messrs. Robinson and Mill.) 
Calcutta, December, 1825. 

To the excellent and learned father Mar Athanasius, Bishop and Me­
tropolitan of all the Churches of Christ, in India, which walk after tbe 
rule of the Syrians, Mar Reginald, by the grace of God, Bishop of 
Calcutta; grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

A correspondence hAaded.in the same oriental stile whi~h appears in 
this last extract, took place m 1616, between Abbot, Archbishop of Can­
terbury and Cyril, Patriarch of Alexandria. It led to little or nothing; 
and so our hopes may end with reference to any aprroximation in our 
own day, of more remote Eastern Churches to ours: t God knows his 

* Thi. with the grellle.t deference be it spoken, may be considered a circum­
Itaoce of 'que.tionable prop,·iety,. when r.fereHce i~ had to the state of doctrine 
aod wClrsbip in the Churcb to which these commUDlcants belonged. 

t There ii, howe.ver. tbis great difference in the cases, that our olYn Eccle.i­
altical Eotablishment is planted and spreading upon tbe spot where our Clergy 
are brought into contact with those of tbe Syrian and Armenian Churches. 
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own time: but there is so remal'kable a parallel ill ~ome of the circum­
stances ot the two cases, that it cannot be ot/lerwise than interesting to 
observe it. The parallel will appear by comparing the passages in 
italics in the foregoing extracts from Heber, with the parts of those 
which follow printed in the same chruacler. 

Speaking of the persecutions suffered from the Turks, the Patriarch 
says, in a truly Christian spirit of faith and love, A quibus etiamsi variis 
exagitemur, exerceamurque modis, nobis tamen pro Christi nomine 
quem spiramus, cnjusque stigmata in corpore circumferimus, ab ishus­
modi hominibns perquam volupe est affiigi, vexari, et, si Ilecesse est, 
dllTissima atque ultima sllstinere, lit h~lc exploratione fides nostra magis 
magisque splendescat et Dei gloria illustretur. This. therefore, was ~ifTJply 
to be endured: hut remedy was to be found, if possible, for v:h;:l his 
Church suffered, in another way, from the emissaries of Rome. Hi 
emi~sarii terrorem miram in modum nobis incutiunt. nostrt2que imponunt 
simplicitati, cui mancipandre varias admovent machinas, maxime freti 
eruditionis suco et spinosarum disputatiollum aculeis,· C1lm nos interCli 
cruditrrum pEnuriii laboremus qui cum sciolis istis requo Marte congre­
rliantur. Etenim propter peccata nostra despicabiles facti sumusprre omnibus 
gcntibu,~, et, cum imperio, r aries quoque liberales amisimus. Referring 
then to a proposal from the Archbishop, made under the royal sanction, 
that a Theological Student should be sent by the Patriarch to an English 
Ulli,'crsity, thence to return to his own rople, he describes thus the indi­
vidual whom he had selected. En igitur hominem Grrecum, gradu 
Prcsbyterum. Gr;ecis literis non leviter tinctllm, Ecclesit2 rlOstrt2 Alex: 
alumnum. haud obscuro loco naium, ingenio ad reconditiorcm erwlitionem 
prahl; comparato. 

The Archhishop informs him, in reply, giving a beautiful picture of 
the flourishing state of the Chnrch of En,g-Iand at that time, that his letter 
had been read with interest hy the King, ant! that the Greek youth 
(whose name was Metrophanes Critobulus, and who was afterwards 
himself Patriarch 01 Alexandria) had been entered of the University of 
Oxford, hibliotheca instructissima et septendecim Collegiis splendid is­
simis cOn,pICll<e ; and he gives him lhi< assurance, qUt2 tlli necessaria 
rntnt, aut opportuna, Lmnia hawl gTavatc impendam.t 

:\' OTE F. 1', IS.-That part of the Preface to the Common Prayer book 
whis is hea,le,l (~f Ceremonies, why some be abolished and some retained, 
ollght to be familiar to all of the members of the Church, and it is to be 
regrett~d that the Preface which contains it, is omittell in many modern 
e,litiolls of the Liturgy . 

.... Thi~ is barely ~13nced Rt in the fOrf':.!f,ing ('Itrach from lIeber, but it hall 
hcen nutullUu~ly tile (;aSe "ilh Icfcct.'III.:e to Ihe lhul'ches mentivncd in the Ja<t 
S'·lf'. 

t CiarlJrum "il-orum Epi~tola't 'Jt :!!lIIH'rl. 
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The Rubrics to which I more particularly refer in this part of the 
Chaf!!;e are as filIlows: . 

Whilst these sentences are in reading, the Deacons, Clturch-wardens, or 
other fit person IfPpoi"!ted for that pUl'P.0se, shall receive the alms for the 
pOOl·, and other devotwns of the people, tn a decent Bason, to be provided 
vy th~ pal·ish for that purpose; and reverently bring it to the priest, who 
shall humbly present it and place it upon the Holy table. 

When a./l have communicated, the Minister shall return to the Lord's 
Table, and reverently place upon it what remaineth of the consecrated 
Elements, covering the same with a fair linen cloth. 

If (lnY remain of that which was consecmted, it shall not be carried out 
ef the church, but the Priest and such other of the Communicants as he 
shall then call unto him, shall immediately after the blessing, reverently 
eat and drink of the same. . 

Observe al~o the Rubrics connected with the Prayer of Consecration, 

NOTE G. p. 19.-1 venture to follow up what I have here said in my 
Charge, by an Extract from the MS. Journal of one of my Archidiaconal 
Visitations, made a good many years ago: 

I confess myself to be one of tilOse who seriously regret, that the revo­
lutions of fashion have, in their ordinary dress, assimilated the Clergy 
to the laity. I do not wish til see our Clergy dressed as the Roman Ca­
tholic Priesthood appear abroad in this country j but there are passages in 
two French writers, which express so much better than my own words 
can convey them, my opinion upon the subject, that having been able to 
light upon them both, I cannot forbear from here transcribing them: 

• . •••• cet utile pouvoir 
Commande la decence et rappelle au devoir. 
Par lui l'homme averti demeure ~ans excuse 
E:on costume Ie bliime et son habit l'accuse. 

The other writer expresses the same sentimEnt in prose. He speaks of 
the modern fashions in dress as having I'inconvenient de confondre tous 
le~ rangs et toutes les profe8sions, and adds, that l'habit venerable dont 
l'ecclesiastique etait couvert, l'obligeait a la plus grande circonspeclion 
dans sa conduite et dans ses discours. It will be said indeed, and truly, 
that if the heart is unsanctified, the restraint of the garb will do little to 
make an efficient Minister, and that if the heart be right towards God, 
aud really possessed by the love of Christ, the guise of the outward man 
is a matter of verv inferior concern. But there will always, in large 
bodies of men, be some to whom such a memento would be useful, making 
it familiar to them, as the sign upon the hand and frontlet between the 
p,yes, that they are set apart to God, and operating as a check upon 
some infirmity of nature, or a guard against the influence of some casual 
temptation; bllt it i~ chiefly perhaps in the effect IIpon others that the 
benefit is felt: more reverence is engendered for Religion among the un-
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thinking part Df the world, who are th. most aBected by that ,which 
meets the eye, and this is one step gained: And it is still another recom­
mendation of the practice, that the ideas of seriousness and solemnity 
thus familiarly IWOciated ",ith the profession, would, as I cannot help 
believing, keep out of it some persons whose testimonials, with their own 
attainments, may procure them admission, but who partake too milch of 
a light and worldly spirit, to be an acquisition to the Church. 

It may seem needless to have quoted French authOJ's upon this subject 
when we have the aolid and venerable authority to the point, which is 
found in our own Canons of 1603. 

" The true, ancient and flourishing Churches of Christ, being ever 
desirous that their Prelacy and Clergy might be had as well in outward 
reverence as otherwise regarded for the worthiness of their ministry, did 
think it fit, by a prescript form of decent and comely apparel, to bpe 
them known to the people, and thereby to receive the honour and estuna­
tion due to the Special Messengers and Ministers of Almighty God: 
We, therefore, following their grave judgment, and the ancient custom 
of the Church of England, an,i hoping that in time newfangledness of 
apparel in some factious persons will die of itself, do constitute and ap­
poiut, &c. &c."-Canon 74. 


