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To ate E(Z;t(Jr r.J the Cit?1O;il, 

Toronto, 18th Nvvl'[,d,e:r
J 

1837, 
Revd. Sir j-1Vly attention hus been lut,Jy drawn oy ft friend to 

1I pamphlet entitled 'e The corrE::spondcnce of the IJult~"C, ,-,,~ illiam 
"i\iorris with tbe Colon;ul office ilS tbe Delegate from the Pres. 
"byterian body in C,:ncl,I.I," which hus been circulated in bor:l 
Pro'inces .. and obtained the I:' I, ~, '. uf ::.cvcral 1'(,"jl~Club!e Journals. 

ll,\vltl~ been refcll~J to by Lord G~e\lLI~ on [he slllj 1'1 uf the 
fifly-sc\'en Rcct '.1riLS willi ~'h!ch 1IllS (,olrr·."r(d~(kllC{~ is inri~ 

mately connectld, and delivered a rt'port \',:11...:11 WIll doubtless 
~l!)pear in due time) I fl::lt di;:jll£lu to let tl.e m,dlCf Irst ill the 
hands of Government] ["I' I have always bct;n ill I '" ;1111):; to cJis~ 
cuss such questions in tlie Colony, as dangerous (0 the l'IJ 1Jlic 

peace. But the industrious di~seminc.ti()n of this pnnljd');er .. lid 
the exrraoldinary rIature of the leltHs which ha-..re pm,sed be­
tween ~.lr. ~'111rris and his coostit·.'··)-,!s, ::inc" h:3 rCll1;'/1 I·, the 
Province, has produced on the part ufChr:rc:~men u gll?ll! Jt'Sir6 

to know l,ow owtlers rf!a1\y stand, l .. L~,y u~1111;: !\;('iIS !I;\ve 

been m[.tLh~ to '.I~ for il,flHl"ll:\I:rn, (IS the prrson :;'llrliJ,,~d flem 

my station in the Church best a~q"J.inted with the 5ullj"''::i, ami 
not a little cellsure int, r:.Jltr,--~J on my sc~n,ing rtpat:.y W:':':I...! 

the inter ~~., of the E::.tdv:~ ... jllllcnt ure sa cecp!y involved. 
U I.Jer such circumstunct:3 J I do not feci myself noy lunger nt 

liLtr,y to withhllid the i)lfow,at;o:l required, and have tih ... jere 
10 rt.ql.~esl the p(i\Jlq;e of occupyillg a br:'~~H portion of your e_:~-



, .. 
celien! Journal, tba! I may inse.t the substance of my recent 
communications to Her l\1ajesty's Government. 

As these documents will, in all probability, be called for and 
published during the next session of the Provincial Legisla.ture, 
I do not lilink it nec('ssDry, on this occasion, 10 follow them 
word for word; but shall add such particulars as have appeared 
since th'2Y were written, and such remarks as passing occurren· 
ces may suggest. 

Being natarally nver.:~ to controver5Y, and eonvinced that no 
benefit can arise frow violence or eX.:1ggcration, it is my earnest 
desire, as it i3 my duty, to abstain from personalities, or any 
expressions tbat can by possibility g:ve cause of just offence. I 
shaH deoli onlY\\'itR facts, and such reasonir.gs and observations 
as these facts roay fully warrllnt; nor shall even slanderous arid 
false allegations on the part of the enemies of the Church pro­

duce any other retaliation than that clear and determined expo~ 

Gure which truth dem~nrJs. 

I rcn1ain, &c. ,,-\"e. 

JOHX STRACHAN. 
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LETTER I; 

Toronto, 17th November, 183:. 

To THE HONBLE. WILLIAM MORRIS: 

Honble. Sir:-I find, from a pamphlet entitled" The corre,­
"pondence of the Honblo "\Villiam Morris with the Colonial 
"office as the Delegate from the Presbyterian bo~y in Canada," 
that you went to London in May last as the authorised Dele. 
gate or Agent of the Presbyterians in this Province in cannexion 
with the Kirk of Scotland to complain of the Rectories which 
have been recently established, and to state variolls grievances 
under which that body suppose themselves to labour. 

I am thankful that the documents which compose this pamph­
let have been given to the public, as they not only present th. 
spirit and motives which animate those whom you represent, in 
their hostility :0 t~le Church of England, but, at the same time, 
afford me a seasonable opportunity of examining the several 
matters of complaint. Should Ihey be fou'ld, on such examina­
tion, in a great dcgl'ce rrivolous, deficient in Christian candour, 
and not, in all respects, consistent wi!h truth and accuncy of 
statement, the blame must fall on you and your employers, who 
have presumed to bring them forward. 

It is !lot one of the leas[ of the evils arising from !he repre­
sentations whi.h you have bcen employed 10 make, that they 
have had the unfortunate effect of inducing Lord Glenelg to be­
lieve that this Colony is distracted with religious dissensions,-
a belief which seems to have Leen conveyed to the Royal ear, 
since Her most Gracious Maje31y the Queen, in her maternal 
solicitude for the peace and happiness of her Upper Canadian 
subjects, commands His Lordship to inform them" That it is 
" the earnest desire of the Queen that all the variolls communi­
" ties of Christians existing in that part of her Majesty', domi­
"Diems may unite together in the spirit of mutual toleration and 
" good will, in the diffusion and knowledge of Christianity." 

On this sullject I may, with confidence, appeal to the Inhabi­
tants of the whole Province to testify to the peaceable deme.-
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nour of om people from the firs! agit.tion of th. question of the 
Clergy Re-serve!'1; till your return R few weeks ago with intelli .. 
gence that tlte Rectories had been declared illegal. 

Up to this time th. Cler~y ond fl·ien~. of the Established 
Chu~ch have been conft'nt ~ith quietly urging the impropriety 
of debatitl;~ the appropriation of the Clergy Rr~serves in the Co­
lony, wher~ it ml~l,t produce much angry feeling, but could ne· 
vcr be s3Ii~LI~'(\ri~y dispo";ed of: and their readiness to submit to 
nny measure which Hc-r M cljf>Rty in Padiament might see fit to 
Eldn~t, al)I] which shoulJ l-e fin:.!1 and uncq1}ivQcal, in making 
sucll :1!l;:lIopriillions as &nc.uld appear to be mo'.;t consi<;tent with 
n due regard to u;i:;i,;n, to the principles of the Constitution, 

and to the permanent \~'~:!,~e Qi1d tranquillity of the Province. 

T:I'~ conlest respecting the Clergy Reservc3 was commenced 
by the mpmbcrs of the Kirk, and by tilem it has been continued. 
FOI' fl time you made a common cause with other denomination,; 
CI!;':'.in;;t the E.3J'llJlished Church; but since YOUl' connexion with 
the :'{ lrional ClJllrch of S,~",t13nd h::ls been in'iirectly ackno\'l~ 
bdgeJ lq ihc G:meral ." ... ~,,~rn\o!1!) yeu have deemed it pru,jen1 10 

dr,,? your f)rmer [\~<;o,~i .t.-::c;. y,)U m1:h us/> of them as )'In,.:.r as 
t11",? could be t1JI'llPr] to :'1):11' ndv(lnt;l~E') (In,J now Y01] cast thpm 
(J[ as a !,Htered garm~nl, nnd brin'? f.l1'ward with eq'l:d violence 
and pprtinaci!r a claim 10 nn equ'1lilY w:'11 the C:lurrh of E,-,::­
land ',';iillOoJt any ff>:!nrrJ ro the p'nvi<;ions of the 31 Geo 3, chap. 
31, or to th~ smnl!J)('<;',; of your nt1mber~, 

To )'I,!l <),ld }rOUt constiru~nts must likf'\\ is'~ be [lttr:~l'lH:rl th~ 

('r~''l'';:i()ll made I') the R'-"~Iorir:sj fM no other denominalinns 
ha<,'e held any pU'lli~ n1f;Clin;-s nr pmceerJin!{r;; on tbe subj~ct. 
Your Synod took file h,d in n~;t,'l!ion, amI f'Tljoined on their 
con: .. :,t' ~~ Itiqnr;; the propriety (If sending petitions Ir, the Legisla. 
tllrej r,)any of \'.'hich, as might have bern expected when so au .. 

IhorizeJ, wen~ concei<"cd in langu,\!;c of great bitterness, and hOSe 

tility. 

Yet it is rerreshin~ to find, amidst the reckless violence which 

these p~titjon!': r rr q ~lt) onl;' so moderatC', in language and fair in 
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principle as to meet the dp8irp. ,·:Ilich our church hos uniformly 
expressed and in which we Bre still ready to concur. Th~ pe. 
tition of the Minister, and Elders and members of (he congrega. 
tion of St. Andrew~s church, Kingston, in connexion ,··jlh rhe 

Kirk of Scotland, after cxpressin[: becoming confidence in Ihe 
Legislative Council n,bmit ;, Whether the Imperial Parliament 
" by their entire removal from the conOicling in(erest~ anrl end. 
"less variety of opinions which have for so many years agitated 
" the country anJ perplexed the Provincial Legislature in refe­
e( rence to tbe Clergy Reserves are not best qualified 1<1 explain 
,[ their own Act and definitely fdll~ what is doubtful in Ih~ 0.­

"isting statute without the danger off,uther d:sturbin,? the Iran· 

U quil1ily of thE' Province_n The petition procepus tosrafe, < That 
II the Provincial Legislature can do nothing s,l!isfJctory, how. 
"ever jtlst and cq!litable; nor Sf) stclble as a d.'~'Lul\lOry ennct4 

U ment on that subject originated nnd r,1<::.,":J by the Il"prri'1l 
(I Parliam~nt, who, it may be trusted, in cXf.lIa.inin;; the provi inr:s 
II of the Act will be careful t;l r"l~~r:n'r.· Ollf Constilution il'\'rO­

H late," 

This is ihe ('n!l:'~~ P:'(1j'0S,:'r1 by thl' Clrr:-\' of the E'if:,b';,:hed 
Church in theil' v:~\"iolls sto1f('rwl"" nnd rf'tid()n~ .:;ince I!'n fir3t 

['gitCt.tio 1 of the q'Jcstion of Ihe Clergy P.", f"'\'cs. TJI"~' h:1VC! 

lIlways depl'ecated its di~('\l~<;ion in the ColnnYl :1nd rw "tJ (hat 
it miglJt be nferrcd for sctth'lent to tllr Imprrial P;lrJiamcnt; 
and should the re'Sult be unfJ\'uuraule, it wou:d ncvcrrhd~ss be 
the: r dUly to submit. 

Disaprnin!('rll and, as it ~h"'ll]r1 seem, en' ~,:,cd brc ~ll<:e the 
I-louse of A~semblr th0l11!:i1 t propEr 10 confirm fhe Rectorie ,1C­

tually established, though it disar'}1I'oved of Ih., mC',lsure In the 
first instance, your constituents had again recourse to agitalion. 
Public meetings were held in their diil'l'r"llt c0nglf'~1lIions at 
which Delegates were appointed to assemble in a general Con­
vention. In this Convention certain resoluli()ns were adopted 
on which was founded n pelition to his lale M.jestyof happy 
m e::nory j and you were appointed Ilgpnt to C:l\'l y the sllme to 
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England. On thi. document I shall have occasion to make some 
observations in a future letter: at present, f merely remark, that 
even this movement excited in the Colony little symp.thy or at­
tention, nor was it supposed th.t it would produce any particu­
lar effect at a distance. Thus seeing and believing, the Clergy 
and friends of the Church of England never dreamed of taking 
any step to counteract your representations in Downing Street, 
not only bee:' ','"8 they were unwilling to disturb the Colony, but 
because they rested a full confl,jenec in tbe justice of Her Ma­
jesty's Government. They knew that the prayer of the petition 
was such that, if carried out to it~ full extfmt, it would not merely 
destroy the Church of England as an Eslablishment, but even 
render her toleration as well as all other Cbristian denominations 
in tbe COlony in some degree doubtful; and they did not, there­
fore, anticipate that a prayer so preposterous and absurd would 
receive special attention, much less f:.tvourable consideration. 
Had the prayer been for assic:;tance in IMd as well as in mo~ey 
for the support of the Scotch Cit r.2YJ there would have been some 
show of reason an~ common sens;, and it might have been pre .. 
ferred wi:lJoll{ ofTence. But the p~tition seeks the robbery nnd 
destructIon of the Established Church, and reproaches the Go~ 
vernment for giving her a partial security in the Province by 
which she nBy be enabled to continue, in i\ few parishes, her 
exertions in conveying the truths of the Gospel to the present 
and future generations. 

f have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your abc humLle servt., 

JOHN STRACHAN, 

LETTER 2, 

Toronto, 23d November, IS3~, 
To THE HONBLF::. 'VIT,LIA.\] MORRIS: 

Honble, Sir,-The patient meekne'ss and forbearance of the 
Clergy and Memuers of the Church of England, when contrast­
~d with the blind but selfish violence of your constituent. have 
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('01 been wilhoutgreat benefit 10 us in Ihe Colony. Tho eye3 or 
other denominations are opened to your true objects and their 
good will and respect for the religion of their Sovereign and its 
adherenls have greally increased. Our clergy have called no 
meetings, and instead of stirring up evil passion among our peo­
ple, we have laboured to keep those quiet who begHn to be pro­
voked at the measures of our enemies. Even at the usual meet..,. 
ings of the Ardldeaconries no steps were falien to attract pub­
lic ,"enlion j for allhough il be Ihe bounden dUly of Ihe Clergy 
and friends of the Established Church to presen'e and maintall: 
her rights and privileges, and not to surrender them, were it in 
their power, without offending against conscience, their desire 
is, and always has be(~n, to proceed in pf'.ace vnd on constitu­
tional grounds only. It is not that the Clergy [1nd Lairy of the 
Established Church in this Province do 11 at enterl<lin sllcl,g 

feelings in behalf of Iheir religion and Ihe benffits Ihey oerive 
from the Cons;iwtional Act, but they ure fluached by las~a, ha­
bil, nnd ;;tffection to the l\Io:her Country. Our Church i::; essen~ 
lially peaceaL,1'~ and loyal, anu to live ill quiet an,i harmony with 
our Ilcighbours, anu, if possible, in pence with all men, is with 
us £t firm and abidill:Z prillcip!c: nor shall we be driven from 
rhis principle unless by acts of flagrant injustice. ,Fur be it re­
membered that our suhmis~ion is to 18 wand justice, Rnd not to 
meA or their opinions, however high ill the legal profession or 
in rank and office j and if a different spirit be Jrising among us 
since your announcement that the Rectories are destroyed, it is 
to be attributed to the extraordinary trealment which OUl' Church 
and her vested ri~hts and privileges are receiving at the instance 
of the Coloni"1 Departmenl. 

'Ve nevertheless feel more regret dIan alarm at this intelli­
gence, since we are, a.t the some time, informed that the ubj,;(­

tion 10 the Reclories rests wholly on the supposed ""sence of a 
docuwent which has been long i~ existence. But had this Ilot 

been the case, the Rectories nre perfectly secure j for it WtlS ne­
ver heard of thai the Crown, having aUlhorised ils Delegale 10 

do a cerlain 8£1, legal and bellenci.1 In ilself, did afterwards .t-
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t~mpt to invalidate that act, 00 no otht.:r ground and for no other 

reason than that its own iIlS'(l:c!HIl) to him to do the act had not 
been plAt in lh~ pIOp~l' technica.l form. But l;Ven (IJlii ground, 
slt.:cder ,1.l1d untenuble i.e, it is, has fwrtunately fvc our Churcll J 

been swept a'.'JilY l,y (he' ~JL,:t c~~;JI'ess and l"ol"lual jn~tructions. 
I am nevertheless fl"Ce tu -=onfess Out the ~'l'iends of the Church 

of England 'II~ 1:"_iJ1y mortillt..J to ibJ thdt the rerrc~entations 
~'!fUiIJ.o,t tL.:. !~,'cIG[i,~s hi:tve produced the unlooked-for (ITeel of 
pl<.H.ip~ f-j'_1 .. ~_j ;:;ty'::. SLn...:, •. ry of State for the Colonies in ap' 

r,urVlll 'll'~ll:!LJ to OUl' ullqlll.~til)nauje rights :'Hld pdvileges. III 
Lvfd Glc'lIelg we CUI,i:dtll a<; a hic'J dnd ~;ca,Jy friend of the 
C~. :.ihUlIUI1, <Hid, \.I:, we It,t,I~,-J r,-.u t·ly fo1' CfJnllliUn juslice, \':e 

tl"J 110 l"l'd:-"Ld iU .. nij(,J;lltl~ "is l>jJjJrJ~ilion; n"r cun we account 
1',-,,' tl);;1,[ 01 ,J0::.1[:00 Oil '.\I.y oilll:r gruund tfHtn !Ihl[ tbo Lt'~l::; uf lil..; 
I.:<l . ..t! j,clH~ (.t,'ll L. .. l:1l L..!U!!;llt f ,idy Ilciure him. 

tJilU Ld'> L',cJ.':>iljp LI'UI rnauc U\I'dlt: (If the gr~\\'e t~(:ci~ioll of 
ti,..; ~1.1'.-" ,1' ..:l~;:;U)lLd)' ill f .... v~)Clr d· the l~ [MlloS, ;1nu (be more 
tidn ::'L.t:i":l~llt •. wthority in tJLI-",,\.~'iu(J of lLe Plu\il,riLll Go\,e.;rn· 
m'~11t 1"01' th~tI' erectiuJI

J 
we CclllLlOt believe that lIe would li,(\'~ 

..:.d~l.d Illcir It;;;vllity in (lllt:~;ioo, much 1c3s nHo\vcd
j 

as a IE!JIc­

r,l~.n oflne nicest honor, an in!.lccunite ~,be tJ il ... \c U~C,1 ~ub· 

mitteu to the L \;, CJ.;i~cr:j of tile Crown, 
lLlppily for the pl.:dCe and trallquilli:y c,r the Pfo\'iLC~e) the 

P<AtCllt5 e:::.t~u:i:jhillg the R~ctories cannot be ceslroyed by any 
power knO\ .... n tv the Constitution. Tbis Elr'pears nldJlift"::;t: \' .. ·('te 

ulher r·cuufs wanting, flom (he fact that the Church of E/lgland 
has preserved, and lately (tcovered IIJullY of her endow men Is in 
the United S[aIES, yiz. in New Yorl{, V!:n •. ()III) New Hump­

shire and Virginia, &c., r,[,twl,II::.t<111Jil'g the crisis (,f a revolu­

tiun, U~Ccll'-Se they were secured by the samc title as the esHltcs 
of pdvate persons :-tu ut (; ... l;: (1L \\ II tho one Otl'tl tU a preccden< 
for UfC~lkj/)~ ou.,n the otLer j alld to this nlCll uf sense nnd 

character ric';'. I' would submil. 

The constquenccs bu\\> d'er are greatly to be h,rncll:e(]; fOf, 
although the l.pilllOllS thus uO;<.tll ..... d be nugatory and nothing 
!!lOl'th: "iller; thl} L!I.C(ur~ls L,:,vl: blen cfluowtd nnd 1.1C'_tcU in 
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perfect accord.nce with the Constitutional Statute, and cannot 
be abolished except by an Act of the Imperia! Parliament, 
which can never be expected to pass, yet it has "given a {cmpo" 
rary triumph to the enemies of the Church, and produced no 
little irritation among her friends on finding their rights and 
privileges so lightly dealt with by her Majesty's Secretary for 
the Colonies. OUf confidence in our natmul and constitutional 
protectors ha.s been shaken; and a~ we are determined to pre~ 
serve, by every means in our power, our rights and privileges 
inviolato, we have resolved to pass all inferior nuthorilY, and to 
appeal to Her Majesty the Q.ueen in Parliament, that," ex­
planatory act may pass on the subject of the Clergy Reservcs 
by which all questions concerning them may be set at rest for 
ever. In the mean time, it will still be the duty of the Clergy 
to discourage agitation among our people, and to persevere in 
the same peaceable and inoffensive course which they have 

- hitherto pursued. 
Before proceeding to the examination of the docl1ments of 

which you were the bearer to England, or the representation 
which YOII had the boldness to make to the Secretary of Stftte 
for the Colonies, it is material to slate the grounds of your ol~ 

ta.k on the Established Church, that the public may be in full 
possession of the f.ets of the case. 

1st. It appears by the report of the Commissioner of Crown 
Lands during the lsst Session of the Legislature that the Re­
serves set apart for the maintenance of a Protestant Clergy in 
aceord.nce with 31 Geo. 3, Chap. 31, amount,d on the 22d of 
Nov. 1836 to two millions, three hundred and fifty four thousand 
six hunJred and thirty six acres. 

2nd. The Church of England, so long as tbe Constitutional 
Act remains unaltered, lays claims to the whole of this property 
for the rnaintetJance of her Clergy;-a claim which was not 
questioned for nearly thirty years, and which the most able 
Lawyers (if not politicians) still maintain to be valid, and that 
the Clergy of the Church of England and no other body of Cler­
gy are contemplated by the Act. 
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3rd. In ISI9the Crown Lawyers of England ['Bve an cpini";; 
Ihat, under the. 37th clause of 31st Geo. 3d, Chop. 31, the Go­

,ernment might apply the vesteJ profits arising from the Re­
serves to the maintenance nnd support of the Clergy of the 
Church of Scotland as well a3 those of the Church of England, 

'::>ut not to the maintenance and SUppOi t of Ministers of dissent~ 
:ir1~ conr;rr,!:ll j,tiIS. 

11h. In Ie'?';, the ". ·Iert Committee of the House of Commons 
extend this opinion of the Crown Lawyers so as to include other 
Protestrlnt denominstions and declare that the intention of those 
who brought forwd;d the Constitutional Act was to reserve te 

Government the right to :'lP!1~Y ':l8 money to any Protestant 
clergy. 

5th. "\Vilhout presuming ;:l.t present to pronounce on the OCCIl­

racy of these conflicting opinions, it moy be remarked that, as 

they are not established by any judicial procee~ing, they ennno: 
be considered final j and, in the mc~ntime, the parties concerned 
are not to ulame for €:!erting themselves, by every houourable 

menus in their power, to {lHt:n: them good. 

61h. On two points there is no controversy but entire agree ... 
ment, 1. Thatthe clergy of the church of England are entitleu 

to support from the renls and prolits under the 37th clause; ~'. 

That no other church can be endowed with lands, but the churoh 
of England. 

71h. In ",ccDrdanee with this 2nd point which is <.Jr:iv.::rsa1Ii 
admitted, namely, that no other church but the church ofEnglan~. 

can be endowed with lands, Sir John Col borne, after long deli­
beration, did, with the advice of hia Council ill January 133£ 
erect :)i Rectories, and endowed each -,yilh about four hundreC:, 
Bcres of land excepting two or three places which were alloweQ: 

eight hunrired acres in expectation of their becoming doubl& 

charE:e. Of th~se Rectories, forty.four are complete; thirteen:. 

are pl"dged, but were not altogether finished when Sir Joh" 
Col borne was recalled. The w hole appropriation ma(le to t'b~ 

57 Rectorie':l, as slated by tbe commissioner of I!rown l!J,nds~ 
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amounts to 27,169 .cres,-which taken from ,h. whot. of the 
Reserves 2,3541668, leaves ;2,3:27,'F~:t fi:r fL1!ure (lISposition. 

S:h. Had this small appropriation of laoJ for tlie endowment 
of the Rectories interfered with lhe cle.ims of other Protestant clcr~ 
gy, whether real or pretended, or rendered it impossible for her 
Majesty's Government to satisfy such c!f'lim:::, if discovered to be 
well founded, there would have been just cau!:Ie of complaint;­
but whatever be the value of the claims of the church of Scot­
land or other Protestant denominations, they remain the same, 
ond the Government has millions of acres, if required, to give 
them full satisfaction. The erection and endowment of the R('(". 
tories have therefore, ncith~r directly nor indirectly, interfered 
with the claims of any P,otestant clergy. 

9th. Under these circumstances, the natural course of pro­
ceeding would have been for the c1aimanls, by ~irtlle of the 
opinion orthe crown L1wyers in I~l!), fI.nd the Commi!lee of 
1828, to have urged their pretensions resp('ctive1y for SLlpport, 
and likewise for endowments, if they thollo.::ht fit j prvying thnt 
if such endowmer.ts could not be legally mode, the Law should 
be altered so as to admit them. 

10th. No Protestant denomination, but that of the church of 
Scotland, has moved in the matter; and that body, instead of 
adopting this common-sense proceeding, se£ k first the destruction 
(If the Rectories, nnd, in obtaining this moderate boon, they next 
desired to be raised in the Province to " legal Ecclesiastical Es­
tablishment, with the same powers, rights, privil~ge~J and immu· 
nities as the Kirk enjoys in Scotland. 

lIth. From an which it appears, th.t \be clergy and mem­
ber. of the church of En~land find themselves in a British Pro­
vince compelled to resist an aggressive attack, as senseless as i& 
i. wicked, made upon them without the shadow of eXcuse by 
the clergy and members of the church of Scotland; an att.ck 
which is the more reprehensible as we have seen with pleasure, 
instead of murmurin~, l,)rg~ S'lnlS of money from year Co rear 
bestowed upon th.t church, and glebes readily grnn'ed to her 
different congregations; and instead of opposing her claim to 

B 



!mpport (rom Government, we ha.ve fllwl'l}'s Leen among ita 

ll' ml'5! o.'lvocnr(~, 

12 h. In fine the church of England is, in this cnnleST, the de· 
fendunt,anc..! isstanding upneainst public lobbery and ~polialion, 
_In the c(lmmissioll (,f which you find your conslilUents pre 

urging her l\L.jt'.sly'.s G l\~IIIJ.-I('1I1. HtI\'ing thus ~laled ~he tillS 

nature and (,IJ' rt of yuur nltaek l1pon tile E~laLiished Church, I 

shall
l 

in my next letter, cXl:tmine the documents with which you 
were intrust cd and your proceedil,gs ill Eligiand. 

1 i;(.I"'(,; tLle honor to be, Sir, 
Your obt. humble servt. 

JOHN STRACHAN. 

LETTER 3. 

TlIl(,nln, 2'7:h No,'cmber, 1837. 

To T!lE HON5LE. WJl.LIAM MORRIS: 

Sir,-On referring to the Pamphlet for your Petitions to the 
two Houses of Pllrliament and the general assembly, ~ find that 
they arc ol'l1iued, and that the resolutions of the DdegafE..S at Co­
bourg llnd tile Memorial lu tile King, in which they are em­
bodied, are the only documents intrusted (0 your care \vhich it 

has been deemed .;:onHnicnt 10 publish. To them I must, !here­
forc, cunfine my ~.!marks. In tllese documents which are, in 
{dcr, one and II-t~ same, only lYlo points require observation:­
nil othcr matters respecting your mission, whether of filet or ar­

gument, will be better introduced, when we come to consider 
your correspondence nnd proceeding. with the Colonial office. 
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The memorial Q'ld resolutions are founded on D. claim nf right~ 
arisinz, RS it is soid, out of the trctlty of Ullion b~hvecn ErJgldnd 
and Scotland, whidl took place in 1706. Ir is not much in ra­
vrllr of this nlleged cl£lirn C.ut it Wfl:; II~wr. till VI ry I£ltdy, heard 

of, :I'd 11II:l.t it ~h'It.i:d be fitsl disct)ver{'d in n remote co,;:111)' rnnre 

tlJH) n Cellt1lr} 'dl"r 11 10:: t!· ;1:: had lJr:cn CUil"i'.].!,.1.\'!. C! re .. 

fCrrll'!{ 10 ':1" Act (JIU.I;"., lll,ld [hilt it c~~:'rl,s~:" rr,'v,;llts ':111 
I,·~~I L..;(<"I,I:.\)."" t of the Cil'Jrch of Scot:"F:,j ;; .~. ) rarlof 

the Ullited ~~I":.;,l(!11 p;=,~:':)t SCOtlcll1d: null,j,1g', 11.,·r,'lrlIC, c:~rl 

be more ~::;V [01/1 lQ liok (, r I igiO!J3 ri~h'~ ClI,j 1:!:\I:P~ff'S I.) 

this colony as ,Jt':'j', ,!rJ ;rom lilJt S'!l~utc. 'f1'1,; If':'[r'Y of ,; , d 

bf~tween L·I":'\J'.,.~ _III:J Secl\":·I.J is ~ t.:'J\'et1uTli of n.utul,J C""JC.~s. 

sion [Ind COmp(Uffl' ~e bf'tween the lwo n~ltj(1!lJ, fur the p Ij'G5'~ or 
fett ir:g ail di"pqt· .. rj !v:·::s, ~;,J a:Il.:i;'::,fll:,.j'lg I;:'~'n) into nnQ 

P:::4. c; and a full (,fI;!l'll\j'l c.r(j·!n of ali \';!I rig:JIs
J

; I Irl' ~ 5, 

0,)11 .. d\.' I:'.,,+,,~s i3 rt\'J,":tl"li(.; 1·1 the sl\IJuts of rl.ller l~ _,; "'. 

~:::,:u~'~ ".::--;-; ;~ ;:; G:;!-:!':-':;"'~ ..... ::"~'" .. :y .'";~r(', d :n {lJe i'.c!lic:J..~ 

Ihflll<;.·:'d:';;. ~'; I,'" :1 COl IIlldfl,'y (,f 1':1 , us r II\d .. ~ S I ... fX • 

. pressly uellied:- 'II this poilJt I' •. I her pr. Iy \\l"l;! <.I: . .!J:·it the 
slighlest compro·!,is .... V/t: III \~f Wj~11 li:,)t it h~!d ["'U10lhrl''' 

\\! j-.~, and that the treaty h3d U .'0..:1 mnre i."]I': :.'.'1,[ on (ilf' ~·d j. ct 

of religion j but this ,!;u!jcct W:lS W!tjj,'r.J\\,1i (H"II till: C( nltll:g· 

sioners lIpfioirded 10 sf'l1le !!Ir~ lei ms "I'the UI,H.lrl: il '" u:> rl(,t 

fiuif.·red 10 LC'-;OOle mulCH (of di~jlIJt(' 01' cv(·n C(lIl~:':{I .. rrl"t,; j'Lt 

the Purliament rJf (,~lr.;h Killgdl1rl1 £lj['cd, wl,de }'t't ~! ,','Ulle, Ihe: 
qu('_;j('11 of Icligiotl in th,:,i:, If':--PC{'tl\'!' (iI'lII:r'l' I·e; ;':1',\, it is 

evident Ihut a la~v !"":Is-.d oy the P.lrliuIllCn! {,I :~( d',L nu CfJI1:J 

have force (lnly within tilt! bounds of that I~ttl;:'!.'n', for there 
were no colonies or dcrendenciesj and ,1(CUrdlll~iy the S;;:('u!e is 

s:' worded. It is equally evident thnt the 1:1\,;, f'~,~~cd uy [he 
P"r1iamcnt of Engj,qd, extemlt.d to the r:oloni::.5 and t:I·!il'r,di~n. 

i:ieSOrlholt Kingdom, flS the words cle:ll'ly imp:y. Al'crr, Jin!,'"lr, 

mt'mbers of the Church of Er:gland are Disstntcrs ill S"(ltlarld, 

a"J the least favoured Dissenters i nndl on II e olhl"'l hand, the 
,mernbers of the Cburch of Sl!olland are Disscn!ers in England, 
J.nd, by the fundamental .rticles of th. U ilion, in nil th. colooi ••. 
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Thp. public mind \':~L"i very II tie fl1li,':,htcned on the principle:. 
of tOI~rAtion in the rt'j~1I of (J. It('11 Anne, anJ the idea of two ic· 

(,,; Idi~i('lu" E"wL'iI ,:wlf'IlI:" in Ihe ::dule place would never ~'e 
be!!n entertaillf'J fOl' a m(1lllenl by citil('( p.H~y. The S,,:o!I'h, 

tJ:L\lill~ (10 co\ollies, ' .... :>fr' 1....;"IL'nt to secure their church within 
their 0". n kingdom, wiJiie the English, P'):;::;f::::iJirg txtenslve co­
lonies, "':';I,'[_'r ,.f!l' ~J :L::(.l in their dll:rC;J enactment. The 
f'r.~,'t'u hn:i b(, n agreeable to 11,ls conslruf:!ion since the p;:,::;"iIJp, 
of the; Act of U.lion; nod tLi! Church of En~l~-:nj has U:;<:I1 con· 

stt!~rLd, allo IL'C'~l!tJ) ill en."i colony, as th-.: L::.tuuii.:-..hFd CtJurch. 
~,Lll).1,1 oflhtm have been rr.~LI;ilrly uivideJ info r"i1rJ~:le:::, and 
tilt; i'Lnr()!lf1~(~ rd,li:: 3d in llJ~ Lrown; c1lJd in all Commissions and 
InSlrllct:Dl5 10 G.,'. 1': tI!)tS and l>:rSGr!::, Ldl!ing rule in the culu­
nies, 11~1; I.. LIl,IL (:;1 ut' ~,,~I,!tJ ~ J~ (LI':I.'.:;lI:z(:d ... ::. the ESlnblisLtJ 
ChUIl:iJ, 

It is, II' :[,_' Cl'ldl:·~tLllt f"1 the Blill··il Pti.li~lnll·llt 10 extend 

every ill...iU~: rJl;C (0 (.:c iiL'O:'~~ '::!:'.lccl,., '~:":";:t·;! :!~.!! cf ~ !~~..:! ~. 
tEtbli"~llil':ilt; ~'L.t t;llIt c~;nliot iJe '. ".Ie \., illlout infringing on {lId 
AI:~(:.o.:'~ ('i' UJl;O:l, \',~11(11 ck ..... r1y ucr:lle the ~i.:vi>.f:."':; anJ l"X( •• -,t 

OflL~ two Ch,IldllS rts:~u,:ti\'o:~y, Tile Pfr;~I:y('ri~lfl church is 

fHlrc'.ro !;,.:t t \';, 11m Ik; LJ_'nus C.d' C:oll,lnd: ti,e L:l::.-:(·~,-d v..'itlJtll 
E ,,::;:.'!ld J II,JC<I'~!! \'1d],:i and \:1(' t.WJI1 (,1' e'~i".,',d;·Ul'·III-T\~"~eJJ 
Ulo~: g Ult~ \', t .. " .. " L oil lhl~ ttrrilories thereunto IJtlonging; \'.'I,iC;1 

\'.'01'-" ~l,; CO!J~(IUt;LI in all statl.t£3 as Ll:'l".:ying t'J the cO!<Jr.ic::.­
_ I" }'ti;j L!nJ ~"'i.,l' c(",~tilU -I,(S &houJd desire :l:;:d the tcrms of 

th~' UCJI ,'1 hdU bt.!tll ~1:L'd'_Jd LI!J h.,;,d ali.'\','t:d tl;~ Cc:.l.:tlGctirJn 

fur wi ,.:J ~'U:I con\i;;.tJ, is VCI:t t; .. ,~,IIL~' j but (.~ it l~ not in our 
pflo,nl' t,j L.il::r eo' U[J.L1j~ :11(:: tC:Ld,S of lLl: Un:vn between Ihe two 

Kir.=,'.:, :,,_'! it ~ ;;rJeL.';'> to mt Lot GI':Y u"l,:'ofitable, Lc:1 rilb:II:,:r,Ll­
OllS, to t:.iIJ(.c1\'UUf SO 10 l','Ji.'>l<.ond i"t(.rprtt lhcr.l as to give an 

t.J'f ·:c"t support tv C;.;,iilB to \, ~,i...;(~ they are ciirectly ('U[J,lsed l 

nou \,',IJch \Ih.·; il ... ', .. r JH!.J.l";'1I.;J c: f(lt mm'e tban a l-.u{,drt'~ 

years. 
In regard to the assertion that the 31st Geo. 3, chap. 31, is an 

tnrringement of the G'lien J it mtly be cOlJceded that, as the Ca­
,..nadJan Pro" IlF(.S were tWllt.:xed to the BfillSh Empire lon~ after 
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both Kingdoms had become one, it was competent for the Impe­
rial Legislature to deal with the question of religion as might 
be thought most expedient. Accordingly by the 14th of Geo. 3d. 
chap. 83, the church of Rome is sanctioned in the Province of 
Quebec; nod it is declared that the clergy of tho soid cla"ch 
may hold, receive, and enjoy their accllstomed dues nnd rights; 
and the Statute proceeds to mllke some provision for a Protes­
lont Clergy. The 31st. Geo. 3, chop. 31, confirms the dues, 
rights, nnd privileges of the Romish Clet"gy, nnd appoints B spe­
cial provision in lands for the maintenance of Q Protestant C;er­
gy. The clergy, dC3cribed Pl'Otestant, [Ire clea Iy defined, in the 
different Sections, to be those cf the church of England, Find no 
mention whatever is mElde in the Statute of any other PJOtes­
tan~ clergy. But, on this rnint, it is sl'incicnt al present to repeaC 
what Lord Glenelg says in Li..; Despo.tch all the Rectories, now 
before the puLlic: we have nn concern \';ith tbe question" whe­
el ther the ConstitL1t:t1:1 of 1iJl wa~ v.';.;,{'ly fl'o.[II':O or consistenC 
U with the just pretensions of each of the th,'ec Kingdoms now 
"constituting the United Kingdom of GreJt DL·it.,;:l UI.d lreli.1Od. 
II It is sufficient for us to Imow thnt the Erlti~h L·_g;~;J.:ure have 
Uenacted that Law, BnrJ that the L!;'~is)::'tl1 .. e of the United 
U Kil'.,!olJnl is alone capaule to rt'rc-d ll:nd amend it. T/1euu!yor 
" the Executive Gonmment is simply to C':_Cl_:j' it::: provisions." 
There nre other matters in this de~prlf('h whi~!1 \,'i:1 be 11 .rir:cd 
in due time; but in r('gsrd to the C'nly two points in your two 
documents, no further obsel'vntions :ll'pe~r nccrssfH,? 'Ve can 
neither allel" nOl" amend the A,~t of UI!I(Jl', n\!lf the 31st of Geo. 
3d. chop. 31, rind it serves no good purpose to wrunglc about them 
as inconsistent or ullconslituliOI11-d. 

In order to meet the compbints mlde in your CM~(':,,'-rF1QenCei 

a.nd proceedillgs with the Colonial Office with the gl';.aler con .. 
venience, they mlly be reduced to five :-

lst. The discouraging obstacles thrown in the way of spplie •• 
lions for grants of Land to the Scotch congregotion •. 

2d. The claims of the Scotch clergy to • share in the procee<it 

of the Reserves. 



~kt Thl! .~':·:i:J~· upvn WlilfOb j JU "'ul,dtS~'I:r,J It> utter r.II::"'':~ ,:1) 

tf.~ ESUlt.JL:"'~J\~a Church 
4'h. The (,!,inion of the CloJ',VIJ L<1.\'"CIS on the Rectories. 
51h. Your compl"in! "gains! the Ur.ivtrsilY of King'. Col· 

kfe. 
1. In your 1,lter 10 Lord Glenelg, dated 13 h Jllly, IE37. you 

!ny II with very few €xceplions, the Seols inhclLilOnls 1t:..t\'8 met 
"w::h the most discourDging obslacles (0 theil' '-'['plication for 
.. gran1s of lantl to their severnl churches; nnd when they see tho 
II f.: . .::il,'y with which the Sister Ci'ulch is proviJed [or) they ccn­
t! not but feel Ihal n mari{ uf infci i0r;!y has long b~l'n attempted 
II to b;:: f'L'c:u on them." A:I eX-amp'..; from each ci;u~ch is tlien 
g,\'ell. 

"TLe Episcoral coni:Jcgation o.t Toron!o r:rtin;c1 flonl Go ... 
"\"er! me!!t ~tvt:!al mn::l~ \'Jluuble ;;r."lr,ts of IJI:.J, I:esides a do­
H 11,I-i0tJ Lf one IJI!"HJ;:,l'ld [J'JIJ1;JS (0 build Iheir church j Ihe laUe" 
"w, '> in COli' :c.:c!"a:Hln of accornmouatil)ll fUlnished to the {rcops." 

I. 'i: _ ~-'l(5 CO;J~\2,~r.!it,tl in C('lll:C;:i'Jtl with the Church of 
U S'-"II .. l.IlrJ LuilL tII.:U[ilu,c,diuIiS i.JliL':": church Will1(lut puLlic uid; 
" i..d.d ~ltlJtJu:;h Il-,{ Y st:t bpiut n hurldsor,-lc rC\'/ for the conve .. 

. • : II;:'J'(" OJ 1:,8 L-l 1,.'lt 0,_,\ (n,OI", should he see fit (0 QI.tend 
II tll'H': ,'J!(.']. '-"'U ,,,.e ulway.:) fUI'II\~:leu arcornm(,rhtidi to tho 
l, tI'L'('t'-l y.! "j) IOJ !f.2 lime wLr:n I left ~fOroI110, the congrrga­
II tion In,J never l"f't-:clVt;;u a foot of 12:1rl from the G'J"UI rl1(1'"1!, 

U [1::'_: tLc 1[1:S:('($ inforu:t:.J tilC iL[lt !h~/ b:.o.l1 fuiled in (.',i:Jy.Dp~ 
u plie~'lill'l t~ty m[(Je fOl' !:,,~t 1'~1~1 '1" 

:C, f"1 (; 1 . .-nCE('~:' g to th~ {'(lns.i:~e;?' :,)h Cl the ~C:1C:,::t1 complaint 
or aCC'J- :1, >11 8::":"li:,!:t the Colonial Governmrnt contained ill the 
fl1r:ncl" f"" ~ of litis r ... ·,-,:gr, it may Le proper, fir~t, to dispcsc cf 
th~ two exc:.:'llp]t.:S specified, ftnd tbis mny be done in a very sa­
Ij"f I, ,L': Y m~,n~l('r ~o all concerned, c~·<:-rr t the accusers. 

T lie C'l!':;f('g~1tion of llie E '[i1L;j~lled Church £It Toronto built 
n chun:h H,Qre tLdn fotty years ['150, in wbich the Lieutentwt 
GwVefriM, allJ both nr USlt:- of tht: LEgisloture, with the military. 
tmli,crltt(S and t,cr ~1[jjesty)s troq:..s, er'joyed nccommotialion. 
A.! this c!:rlY f'.::dod ~e"~rd 1015 0f il":.LJ Were s,t apart, at SOW(l 
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distance (rom the city, (or a glebe and er,dowmenl, which bOI' 
ever since been in possessit'Jn of (h'e successive incumbents, an::i 
have lately been attached to the Rectory. During the Americ8fL_ 
war of 1812, the church was taken for an hospital, and the inte~ 
liar so much injured that the congregation had to l,):nend several 
hundred pounds to refil il f,,, public worship. In 1818. the churcb 
was enlargEd at an expense of upwDrds of two tllous,lml pounds, 
raised by the increasing congregation. The uuilding being Df 
wooJ soon fell into de~aYI tlnd having again become ftlr too 
6mall, it was rcsd\'cd to erect a church of stone of VC!y IJrga 
dimensi(lns to meet fot" a time the growing populalion. ThY::; 
edifice, (except the slecple) was finished in 1834 at en cxper SQ 

of more than ei:,::),1 1110usard pounds. An orgHIl has since Lee" 
procurcu from Llilidoll at an expense of fifreell hUlldre:d pnurld::., 

and it is estimated that Wll~11 :he steeple is finio:.hcd alld furnished 
with a chime (.[' bells, the cllllrch will no~ have cost less thAn 
'w~lve thousand pounds j-all of which, with t:lP. ('X( ('pI ion of 
one thousand pounds sfcriil1 bl or tlt:\'t.'D hundred pounds curren· 
cy, granted by Gu\'t'IIlI:JCI,t, musl be defrayed lJy the cOllgre~a· 
lion. 

For this trifling grant the Government ha~ received o.-::cornmo· 
dation flJr the civil and lill/),.!} uutboritiLs Gld;,lg U1Lt:e than 
forty years; and the lilm accommodation Dj'I,)(tj1liut':J in ILe 

new church for the same purpose is worth 'Jp\\.'(lrds t f IWO thou­
Ear,d poullds currcncy,-eslim;)ting at the IJ;C r':lid by tho 
members of the cong:rcs-c:!ic'll now purch.:-,sil1g p'2\~ S,-Dild it 
would readily bring that sum if ofi'ered fl)r stilt') LLC2U::;:U the 
Church, notwilhs{nnding il5 V,l,t dimensions, is r,lr the :hi. J 
tir!1e found too small, Dnd adJitioll<.11 churches arc Already Ifq_l4 
red in other quarters of lhe cifY. 

Nt:ndy seven years ago, (he Presuylerians of Tor(ln!o, in COll­

nexion with the church of Scotland, built a brick church which, 
in its present unfbished state, C03t fl0m fifteen to sixteen IJun· 
dred pound.. Of Ihis sum members of Ihe Est"bi;L"u Church 
in the city subscribed and paid two hundred and ei;.:,i:IY or ninety 
pounds. Such wo. Ibe good feelir,g Ihen existillg bel ween '.1. 



:wc denominali{'ln!J and, UUI for the turLulence of the Kirk in tho 
Province, the same feeling would still exist. 

So long '(;0 as the first of December 1824,. town lot con· 
lislil)g of h",f an acre was set Dpart as 0. burial ground for the 
Presbyterians in conncxion with the Church of Scolland, and a 
Patent granted in trllst for the .ame; but by the time the con­
gregation was organized in 1630 nil the lmikling lOIS belonging 
to Gov~rJ1ment Wl\:1111 the city had been sold (\r granted. On 
the 3d of September 18:J~, a grant of one },undred acres was or­
delOd to the Scotch church at Toror.to by the Lieutenant Gover. 
nn :11 Council. On the j':ll of ... '1'-111 il 1836, the Executive Coun .. 
cil n:cumm~nded, (In a second r-r,T!li(m from the Scotch congrega­
tion of the city of Tc.t( n[(l, "That if the Petitioners choose en 
II rt ;JI,(i'~:"ih the former ~lr'pl(lpfi"'1!ion, the COf!l:11:':3kq.H of 
"CJ0\':n L'nds bl: instrDctul to set apnrt lands to the l1rnount of 
U two hundred acres in g(.me ccnvcnient plHc for the purpose • 
• '. p:-s:'cd for, and t:l:1t the same Lc granted in trust." 

r),.'c\l is tl,e Irt'fl <o.;."te (If t:,e two f'lSr.S I ,~"'~ht forward in ftC­
tl'';:O''O:) of th~ C(';-'Ilial G()\'crnmerd fl!lr.l in d;, ~,:,r,lge;r.fnt of 
the I::::"d_':'~lId C! l.!'rh, Tbe S,>o:ch (-':!~rr:;o.tion was not or .. 
g:)'-:'Z."fJ l;il \'e~y lately, when it \1,'['\<' not in the power of lhe 
local GO\',;(IiPlq-,. to l",_ !ow convenient grants of land; yet a 
buritl.! er'-1l11d w,n <J( ~':-~'r', in ~1nil,=jpati._.n Ihat such a congrfl­
gation w(luld at .::ome II,:'~ be coll-'Atcr.], and the Plovilll.!ial au­
Ihorilirs r'\';c!ef!1:~" ~Ile",:ed u f,itnuly anxiety (0 do every thiJlg 
possible for their llccommodntion. 

I is a p~in(':II dUly to detect and expose surh innccnracy "f 
;!u:t:.r;,.r ; bllt it is P( C·:;:,~3.rYI in order to dt:fend the iOflocent 
.end to !>hfJW to what shifts the enemies of our church are drivfD 
Tn their vain attempts Ir, make out a case against her. • 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obI. humble lerTI" 

JOHN STRACHAN, 



LETTER 4 

Toron!o. 30 h )le'fmber, 1837. 
,"ro THE HO:-;'Er.E. 'VIL~IAl\r .YIuRHIS: 

Sir, In st'lJrlOct of your general nccllsaticn against the Pro-
vincial G'W€i'lll! ~nt, "TiJ~lt \'lith a fe\v exC'eptions the Scot, 
IohnbitaJl:S h ,ve Illd with the most discouraging ohstacles to 
their npplicaliutls f,)l' ~.:;rdIlLj of Idnd fOl' their s~veral Churches ,. 
you d€pend mOf:Jt n'li\ntL1n,1klv npon a I( {lu' with n table ar:d 
remClrks CO'Il;'I:t:;J [I;' the Rev'd 'Vii:::}!!.} Ril,frold, ,Moderator of 
the Synud, (.-'1'-11 [PISV"'C"S fa loI':"Lie3 Ir .. UJ:;l!l1t1td 10 cerrain con­
e:r'·g;.1tl,)~I" \\Tith these d'J":U~:I:~!l\'i it L .. very difficult to deal.­

Th,er ("'-!JJ,it ~:1:it ~"l. ::lo.~ ~~. of.,:n'-'I·k'3~" (lnd indulge in such 
n~l~r:i':O ,lless Lt u.:>::i8IHOn, {"dt It IS 1:0 ea!::y fl:.:tlcr (0 ,'; ,,, k "f 
them in terms (.[. decent '·o-; .... ~,t'cL I should f101 have coo'>idcred 
then) de~nvill:<' of Ihe sli.!;htest ;'I.ltf'n'iull) had Ulev 1:'lt been 
brot':2;;tt nit, :i.d:y under Ii;': notic'!~ of Lrord G:t'iJ('l,~: 11:' a gentle. 
mall pf yOll)' 1'<1111.,: fl!Jd rpS;)€CU:.,,'J1y i,l the CU:"!'I:) (l ,d might, 

from tlil:~1' f'LIJ1ill ":":l:,,-)~"JL':t: ,.II,l ;',!,,:'o:;ifd ,>~IIl;'h'y ll'reSi;t1Cch. 
obtaill <.l Wl<~:!t \'J!.;.::r. ll,:,.y Lj .. 0 I.., tln::> l~l;:,tL'\'C. 

\V;;.d r\'lr. Ei,I" ' .. \ flSSCf/s ~I. i;;:.; Idler [lL()l:t t:,~ ~!I[ni!::l.lt 

claims of d.c! E,,,"'c' .-',Iii;tllS: [!I'b~ u\'U' id silellce j but \':;1 n h~ 
ventures [0 dti,;"u:i·,e tlle !~.,.'I rlj~;JI~'l'!'~ of the council (If Kill,';'::; 

,Col!ege a::; being of Ihe mo-:;t ilitull.!·,>lJI b'Hlde, ~nd atlacks Her 
lVLj..!sly's Attorney GI~lIeriJl (.If the l-'~'O"II't": in the Jnr:gut:lge 01:" 

f'xtle. L' rLh':I;Il,::;<;, I rL)::Y be f'\~I(ni,kd Clll <:;::JI.:;:-'OI1 lIf honest 
;nJi~~', h,t .. ;. It iJ too much that fl COI1"I:J·l'I.,ii\·~ str~~j,~d ~iln,~jc.: 

thus speak of gl:~~tl'T'j.'il of t:IG £,,:)t t:1l~nrs olHl ilJlhL.I"~e ill the 
€o:,,')':_,nClll,' s of the soil U[,J Lllli\'·I"i;~·,.l!y I'~tc, If!~·\..l,-but H 

presents a ni?i~ .... nchoJy, though true S')(:!C;(lltl1 of !he Sldl'lt whicr. 
altends the violent 0,"1 )c·.~;\ion of We Sc:o{ch l!rbuyl..::J jJ liS to til j 

Estdblished Cblllch. One of the college councillors, I"~ I':> calum· 
niat,·,J was, till very lately, a ui~,iJjsuLhed F'1')!'fs:>or ;,lIlt! CiJj> 
fain of Engineers at \Voolwich: the other was sc:lected by the 
motH respeL!II:1.ble Presbyterian cone-regal iou in Ih,~ colony, namely 



t;'-'ot of King'!ton, to pre!Jent ri1::ir !,clit;\'n on the subject or Ihl 
Rectories to the LeGisilHivt Council j D. dUly which he f,lithfully 
d:!:chargc 1, 

T:,e A:i'1rney G,'nC'rI', l\1r, II 1~ .... r~3n, employed his <:p!cr.· 

did ell q ;PIIC'~ ilT,d prrsonnl idluence last winlcr 10 produce l.vr· 

(,'nl1\' r,l lbl' SlI' ,j. cl oflhl~ Cler~y (l'scr""':51 and nITded the ouly 
r~s()llIli,"oil [;)011 nl(1 \\11111 ,;cr,u;,1 CI)IICllrrenc(', or was c.dcublpd to 

(,,:(;1 the risin!!; dh-·'n·~i"ns ('Ifl,he HOl1.5e of .A~H·tlIU:r, If he 

g,''.''; olnl;· ,":! .... 10 ill~ S ,1,["1' PIC~.~)y~('f1.1I13, it W:JS by an I.(IIl,'St 

CX1IW,II,',1I ,.r !!It-·ir l,"de! f)L~i,,:cl; 11~ItIH .. ly, th~ ',::::.!I:I.:\,::,crn"I,t of 

their O.\. n cI)1lL,~h _,I [h~ x~Jel;>l.' (If tllc' E~f,j\)I~Ip(~lcnt. TI.i3 he 
did ill LlfI:.!u:::i';" wllirh WilS P."I' !,:(;-S 1I"':lf (IJmp;}rcl..lto tht1t (:10" 

t,''1'1IJ oy 1.1\:::11" own n:emuel's ng{lin'I ,he chu(ch I f t::,I~:i::lldi 

onJ for so d()in~ !lp:! has :J "11 [lPJdd~ded by the mosl Juspectl'lule 
C.IlJ irlt .. llig. nt portion of the cummuni'y lint utlollging 10 the 

.ciJu-clJ of ~,~.,(LIl,J, f,)r u:! 011,0:'1' ticnorllinfllions :nc L"'(''J!llII'~ 

di";II".!ed ·.\.'i':1 their t'jl)!cnt i.~n,j selfijh pretensions. I perceive 
II-. Ii I\lr. 1:. 'I. ''1'~ kIter h:ls hE:cn (,Idlltni in the Pamphlet, and 

,lte Table fllJ1V i.';'>(:IIl:',1 j .All'] I dl'('; ly r"~rr t Ihclt the '<'.lr"C pru. 
dentinl c'JIE.iJ _1~lIiIIIIS Jid not ii)dut.:e a 6't'IIIII':n.l:'1 ofyuur kno'J.'n 
s:.;!oci!y to w::h!',(llJ a I','[!"r so J:S[('::'t(~clfltl j for, by rlOlcing it 
be:flJl"t: L r J ::::':l"':ll'-'["1 you lhlve U1.!':001t: 1 111 some measure iJc::nti. 
fi,~d WI~;l its III,S ·\:c:tl1cn:s ~;'lJ Ct!UIYllj;~S. 

From ~1(. r.. ntotll',j tJ~lel as it 1. ... I1S presenteu lo Lord Glenelg, 
,(the prmted one not being exoctly lbe sumC') (5uLj-)in c~lumn' 
B "nd 9, being tbe only ponior.s connected with the pre.ient di!:­
.ll"-ussioo, 



Columns eighth and ninth of the Rev Wm. Rintoul', Tabl. 

!ltameof 
Congrejutiulls. 

Ramsny, 
Smil!,'s PJ.IIs, 
B,Q,'!i: ... I:le, 

Kingston, 
B,~IIL\'i:!e, 

Cobourg, 
Pete I boro' & CavtJll, 
Otanub,e & Dum- ~ 

mer Township, S 
Scarborough, 
Slreetsville. 

TABLE 1. 

8h. 

I.e'lu} fl(m 

G'utU1I111tld. 

App;ication to 

Gorernmerd~' res/a. 

None, Ur,succe:!sful. 
None, _____ _ 

None. U"suc~essful. 
O(le acre, Unsuccessful. 
0113 dere and a half. Nu application. 
~,.Hlf;', Unsuccessful. 
~wo acres, Ud,IjC(~~<:;rul. 

Three hundred :lcrcs. Successful. 

None, 
None, No application. 

Toronto City, ------ -------
Oakville, None, Nu application. 

Cornwall, Two one acre lots, ~ S ~ I 
Glebe ioo acres, 5 l1cces::; u • 

Amherstburg, Nc·nc, ------
Aldborough, l'ol.e, No application. 
NiDgurD, F~)ur acres, ------
Ancaster & Dundas, One & one t:lird acre, --------
ZnHn, Two hundred acres, f,U('I'('S':\,'. 

Galt, None, No upplication. 
'I'horold, Chippawa, NonE", No Llf'fJill:<l!io.l. 

Htlmil(oll, Nul,c, No applicbtion. 

TLi.::; portion of Mr. RilllouPs table is intended fo prove your 
oc:c:u:;ulion a:,;ainst the Provincial Government, "lbat with very 
.. few exceptions, the Scots Inhabitants have met with the most 
If discolJraging obstacles to their applications for gr8nt~ of land 
" for their several Churches/' and contains twenty one applicl!l~ 
tions of which three only .t. marked sucoc •• ful. Now it nlu.' 



tE c""fe::.s~d thai if th~~ statement be correct, the justice of Ihe 
tI~euIi8(ion is fairly made out. But nol wilhsfnnding the table or 

the ninth r ,1umn, it appeors, on exnmine.lion, that nine only ap~ 
plied fa Government fd land and therefore the remainder could 

not have been refused what (hey never nsked. Of the nine it 

\\'JlI be proved tha (seven, and n£Ot three as 1\lr. Rintoul hes it, 

were successful; nnd two .:ot refused, Lut deferred j so that not 
one opplic!:uion met with a denial. The Reverend compiler has. 
indeed, entered R snrt of saving clause in his rcm"I::s on the 

ninlh cc.ll1mn of his tahle, &nd I am not disposed to deprive him 
of its bendit. He then says, "in this column, viz. the ninth, ap­

II plic81!OnS are somelimr-s mRrked ullsuccessful, although they 

.. had been in the :6rst instance favonrnbly entertained by the 

iI Governor in Council." 

TABLE ,1 

or dPrJlicO,liC'(I!'O m~11.1c by congr~ "'!L!GI.S in cannexion with the 
C',k pf Sc",~and f"r I,,,,d, "nd 'he result to Septemper 1837, 
extracted f:-:orn the recmrls of the Executive Cnun\:il and Sur~ 

\'-:r'"J, Genera.l's Offi,'e. 

Names o( ;/I/.~ 
Cun[)'Tt9 Llt.':OIlS. 

K",GS1CK -Granted on lot Oct. 1817, one acre in the Town of 
Kingston, vcry valuable, and containing five building lot •• 
Patents issued. 

BELL<vleLE.-Gronted 24th July IS':!2, lots 30 & 31 east .id. of 
Church street. Patents issued. 

OSNAeURGH.-Granted on G,h Oct. 18,,6, the western half of tho 
centre common in the T~wnsloil' of Osn.~urgh, 24 acre •• 
P~ltenls i~3Ut·d. 

WILLIAMsnur.Gll,-Grnnted on 6th Oct. 1826, the wtsterly half 
of a ""1' of land situated in the centre of the Township of 
'Villiaolsburgh, 70 ncres. P~teut5 issued. 

MUTr" Tu,vN._Gra,md on 71h Dec, 1830, west half oflot 16 
on the soulh side of the River Aox Raisin Township or 
Char!oltenburgh, 100 acres. Pa!ents issued. 



Mo~o_-Grantcd 11th Oct. 1830, we~1 half ot lot I':" ill Gth'cvrJ 
cession east HLlf'Jlllario street. 

PERTH.-Grunted on 12th Feb, L";.;i I 11 piece of ground in the 
Town of Perth beIng part of \V hat I::. called IVlOUllt Myers, 
-again on the 10th Jan. 1833, lot number ~G in the 10th 
('oncession of the Township of Elmsley, 200 acres-a most 
valuable t .. act of land. Patents issued. 

CORNwALr,.-Granted 7th June 1831, eosterly half of No.5 in 
2nd concession Township of Cornwall, in all 100 acres­
besides two acres formerly given in the centre of the Town 
which is of great value. Patents issued. 

DUNDAS OR COOTE1S'PARADISE.-Grnnted on 3rd April lS31) 
Block B south of Ancaster Btreet, villago of Dundas or 
Coote's Paradise. Pa((-r.f::: is~tl!~d. 

L,\~ARK.-GrD.ntcd on 3rd Feb. 1,~:O! lo( No. 'j'! nur!h side of 
Clarence street on the ~nd conctJs~ion of the Township of 
Lanllrk, and ~gam on :In,j June 183GJ Park lot No.4 and 
westerly half of lot No.2 in Jo!l concession of the Town­
ship of Lanark. Patent for the 200 acres issued. 

RICHMOND.-Gronted on 11th Jan. 1834, lot No. 11 west side of 
M"itlanJ street in the Town of Richmond, and lot II east 
side of Fortune street and a Park lot. 

TonoxTo.-G"nted on 3rd Sept. 1835, southerly half of lot No. 
:] in the 4th concession east Yonge street, 100 acres again 
7th April 1836-on relinquishing the above, the Commis­
sioner of Crown Lands is instructed to set apart 200 acres 
in some convenient place for the purposes prayed for-be­
sides the Govt. lot nOrIh side of Dutchess street containing 
half an acre; granted a tract on lst Dec. 1824, for a burial 
ground. 

PUSLINcII.-Granted 8th Dec: 1835. half lot 28 in 8th concossion 
of Puslinch 100 acres. Patent issued 

ELDON.-G,·,nted 8th Dec. V'<:lC,. No. G in 4th conce .. ion of El­
don '-~fllt acres, Patent issued. 

TnonAL.-Gronted ClOth May IH~5, easterly half of 10 in '{i· 
concession of 1'11')Ul1 Pflle'lt i'3sued, 

C 



:!(; 

B'\I'fU)(II{1 -GI'(\ntf'd 51h Nnl' IH:;\ ,'lily crown lot which may 

hI' vH('!lnl-no <:(>I(>(,lioo ~'r'l mude. 
HROCKVll,1 r.-G I 'lilted -:00 acres ".),1 J unp I..:nf~ I1rt! yer localc!J. 

P£TEH:~nR'Il ':;Il,-G1Ullttd on :!~d July 183G, -2011 acres besides 
lot F fl(>llliIJ~ on Block srfcel, and Jots l~ nUll 13 nonh flf 
Brock street, Town l f Peterborough. Patents issued. 

PI("K~;fil!\(I._Grnnr(:J :.:'7 h Ocr. 1836,200 acres net yet loealcd. 
ZOfi.liA -Grlliliul j\u. :.!j in 5th concession of Zuna 200 acres 

clergy Reben'es on ~Olh Ocl. 1826. 
;"CllIJL.-GwutLJ 13th June 18:~6, No.8 in 1st corlcession of 

G.ill'afraxa c't'r~~y rt"::;!"1 rC';. PUlent i59uc.d. 
BYTOW!\.--G,l1ntl,;d I ~'!il l\1ay It,;jt;, part of lot H in concession 

C '1'0'. ... 1' ,11'1' (It ~;\J" nIl, Paten! I"~llf'd. 

G.\~A~I)<.:ilE-ClallrtLl on :2o,iL July It<31;, ::\o.~) in ;2.) eonces­
Siloll Lel.d:: TownshiI' clergy rl:scr ns, Patent iss\1ed. 

F!'EDEt.:JCK:::'CL1tl<H.-Grflllltd lots 9 10 II & I~ east side Rich· 
Inond street in village of FI(;d\.:((t:k~llul :,.:11 on :2:1 Aug. l":'~~G, 

CAv,\J'.:,-C;r.Jntt;;d :J::'J July lS3ti , ~OO l1ClLt'. not yet located, 
DI ,\\.\1.1:;1: -GrameLl ~llh :\:: ~'dl 183i, \,icU half of G in 4til l.en­

cession. 
Cl!ATHA.]-G!J"o 'ld 7:11 ,;uly k'':::71 ten acres aujoining To\\.n 

ct Ckd;,~\I';. ,-,'.;: .. [ I,sSU .... J. 
~)!.qTll:~ FALLs.-Gr ... utu1 lot No. J7 in 7th concession Town­

ship of Mon,ngue, 11lh May 1~37. Palent issued. 
The answer ... to the fullowing applications by the Governor in 

Council was I; Ibat in the present state of the Clergy Reserve 

" queslion, Ihe council do nol think il advisable to recommenu 
" any furher appropriations :" 

RAM'" Y.--Read in council 10th December 1836. 
SCARI10ROUGH.-Pe.tilion read in council 10lh Dec. 1836. 
'WH'T CHURCH. 23d May 1836. 

Ii:,~" IOlh Dec. 1836. 
LOCRIEL. 

(JRO. 

OSUOODE. 

Cn,IBEfl.LAl\U. 

22J Dec. 1836. 
161h Mar. 183i. 
23d Feb. 1f<3, 
~"I Jon. Ib:li. 



2i 

By this tclLle it willll~ seen Ih· I the r:ppllc:1fIfJr<: ~r(' tbHIY­
six :-t~at nineteen were successful, hU"illg loented tli..., H Glebe's; 
four have not yet selected their GI~bes; fi~e h.1Vf? receivco vain. 
rtble town or village lots j and eight are nOf reft1~ed, bill deferred, 
PC't'lri.;,lg tbe discussions 011 the question of the Clergy Rt~serves. 
On comparing the two tables, everv honest man must be amuzed 
al the gross deception which :\lr. Rintolil attempreJ 011 1:1e Se­

cretary of State for the Colonies and to which you have had the 
misfortune to Lr~CO(_le a party. 

II is material to remark thut or nil these ftpplicrltions Pilly 
"." "I~ were made previous to 1;-.\3J. three were made in 1."):;[ J 

<'IIH.J n'w'c in 1:?3C,. All the r€s~ were rlllllit ,It 1;'';:~0 tlnd 1.'<1i­
thus proving th;~t the Seoteh C'111gl('~.,dioil::; <He of very ICU:llt (<1_ 

g'·I1,iz·~tion and caa therefore ileth! h.ld '-l3 yet lillie mUI··1 III11IJ­

ence on tbe colony. it j;:, fallbn manifest, III'nl thl.; ;<t'C'orld la!lie, 

lh.l! thp. loc~l GuvernmeUI k s been so I'M ["?m tluowillg oust.:­

ct<lS;-n the w.-ty of .... !,pl'c.::.!i,'r's iur !arJL, 1:.~11 it ihl), be;;.:.) 1,(.,:'1i 
!iarly LI\uur"idc to uH C.,llI:"g (,'0:11 ScuTe;J Cl'lI~'t.':;U.tiOIlS i [l1,U 

I l'tlU testify, from long t:.\I)t;flt:'lh~e, tholt Ihe colonial uUlllOritic~ 

never failed, whell ill their POWt::I",1O satisfy nil :1j,~d!~''',I:)')S t..l 
(~ilbcs frtJIp c'J!l(;(<.',:.;.lIit.:n;:; CUlltILt..:t .... J ·.\H:I \~h; CiJUlcll of G..:u(­

IdIlU. 

It f .. uther appe1.rslh:lf th,-.:·(' nre l1intlc~n;'llluLi I'S ill CI)/lIlf::·\ictll 

willi the Kilk of Scotland ~rH1LIWf'J widl nit L\,::; ill 11't: Pr.'\ ince 
of Upper Canudu; wllich j~ ~J <';1' ·<tlll nl!rHlJt:,r, in !lfOI't'rli(lll to 
the adherents of that churcb, 1II<ltl tiiC fiffy"s[vl'n Rectories to 
those bE-long-lng to th~ church of £llf,;L'lI.d; and thi;:; h:lS been 
done by the IOClll Governnlf>nt wililliut the ('lightest 11lJthority. h 
it not therefore passing strange that, with a church lJltkr en­
dowed in proportion to ils claims anJ numue.rs than II-<· c/lt1rcli 
of Engla.nd, you and your constill1cllfs should be ~o blind to yom 
own interests as to <:.ry out <tgdi'ltd the Rccl(lrics? 

Ihd YflU Sllr.cccdcd, it is quite rvidr lot that rhr. r~')\lllllll(llt 

\',Qul'/ have bCt~n comrelled, in Cl'mnl(\11 ,i,': .. twr) 10 resume alilhe 



lanJ.;; cOllfcrreJ on your church and 01. other Jc.nohll:1;\ti(1IiSI at 
Ihl' o.;;\f\lr PI'}n1('nt th.1t they aboll:;hed the UcclOrirs. 

I have tht honor to be, Sir, 
Your obi. humulc srrvt., 

JOHN 'lTftACllAN. 

LETTER f). 

Toronl0, ~{ld Dcccmvcr, It-3~. 

'1'11 TH£ Ill/j·uLE. W,LLLU\I ~lonRlS: 

~Ir,-ln your letter 10 Lord q!,.nr-'~, doted 13th July 1:--:;)7, 

you complalll, .1 thnt llotwithstanuillg the ()pillioll of the Law 
'I 0111c.::rs of the Crown in ISI~) in f.:lvour of the cl[..im of the 
"church of Scotlanu to a share of the proceeds of the Clergy Rl!· 
If serves in both the Canada::;, and also the promise of Loro Bath· 
"urst in 1.:;:2.-" the rccommcnuation of the committee of the 
" House of Cummons in 1828, and the message of Sir John Col­
" borne to the Colonir.d Parliament of the 25th January 1832, in 
LI favour of the claim, not one farthing of the funds arising from 
II the sale of these lands has ever been paid to the Ministers of 
"the Scots Church in that country." 

Would no, any person, on reading this pas.age, infer that the 
Ministers of the Scots Church had been left totally unprovided 
for; and would he not stare at Ihe hardihood of the writer, when 
told that a liberal allowance had been made for their support for 
several years before the sale of the clergy lands commenced or 
even produced one tanhillg1 Yet such is the fact. You knew or 
vught fo have known, thut the substantial part of this complaint 
wu, more than satisfied before it was made i-that had your 



,,-In:'}, (lqJ'..'WJi L.! UpOl1 thl.: dIS~IJ::;1bl'.! ;.i.\ • nrisil-'t~ ;"ruUj Ihr: CI~r 
ey H·~~crljc", rcally sold J Ihcy would have tu( ,'III:.L: :"f.' :,nd ye'~I'c.. 
longo[ without any nssistnncc, and thnt the amOunt even now b 

far less thon they have actually received. To rcasomb'. pea 
pie, it will, therefore, appear quite extraordinary that Governrrlljlli. 
should be found fault with for not assisting your clergy from a 
source which yielded nothing for some time after tbey were pro4 
vided for, and, moreover, when it did begin to vield a gradually 
increasing rcvenMC, was not at the disposal of G,JVernrnent wit:l~ 

out the fluthortiy of some judicial proceeding or explanatory en 
aetment. 

It wonlfJ, how('v('r J seem that no assistance w:l;ch it is in the 

power of her rvLIJ,:~ty to give, availR any thing UI1!~S3 it be at Olll' 

expense :-othcrwlsc, in.3lenJ ot complaining, yon would have 
acknowledged with gratitude what had been done lnr your church) 
for surely the provision was not the less beneficial because tlli' 
Secretary of the Colc.nics, tliscovered the means ofuestuwing if 
without laying hands on the property of the Establish"d Church. 

In regard to the opinion of the Crown Lawyers in 1~10 on 
the subject of the Clergy R'!S('I VC~I it is, as [ have alrcatJy ff'­

marked, far from satisfactol'Y· 
1. While it admits the clergy of the church of Scotland along 

with those of the church of England to share in the rents and 
profits arising from the reserved lands under the defective word4 
ing of one solitary clause, viz. Section 37 of 3ht Geo. 3·1 chap. 
31, it declares that the King mightJ under the 3~th seclion, en­
dow any particular Parsonage or Rectory with the whole lands 
allotted or appropriated in that Township or Parish. Now it is 
obvious that if all the lands w~re thus attached to Parsonages or 

Rectories under the 38th clause, there would be no rents or pro­
fits to divide under the 37th :-it would therefore appear to com­
mon minds, such high authority notwithstanding, that the clergy 
of tho church of Engl.nd and no other are contemplated in the 

Constitutional Act. 
2. It is likewise to be remarked, that we huve opinions which 

we believe far sounder in law, and from authority equally reo. 



r'~..:t.ll,!,~, in Li.\'':Jul uf this C()!1"I1l1.J[1 :.ci):::f' c .. )n~tl'Uclioll; \'. hldl J,. 
:.1·1rt:'s tho.lt tll'~ rrc.\i.~!an~ of the S''''!llk '''lnIClnj'\ ~L: the clergy of 
r f,.' rh:l"\. '1 or Er.(·~:lI1ct amI no othr.r uody whatever. 

The commiH('~ of (he House of Cllmmons in ) S·}.~ do not r.on .. 

...'111" eX[loiy ill the opinion of the Crown L:l\vyers in 1819. They 

knew that no per.uliar Jil'J\'ilc,;cs could l>e ("xl,'nded to the Kid\ 

of ScotlclnJ out orthat Kirl.;rl·_lm to which ull other Presbyterian 

cic!):Jmin:4tlc,;lS W',i·''; tlol eq ~ully L;i!dl.::u, 1"-.L iL was iii cviLicflcc 
I'cf!"r..: thl'ld -yLl the)' gJ much ralther, and ~';\\f' lk", with 
respect tv tbe dl.s!1 ibUlion of the proceeds of [hI.; rl,;scl'veu iUlllls 
t;l!W',llty, tbey urc of 1lI'I,.il)rl ,h'lt the ftaml.:rs of the A,:t sought 
to ((:',"~' \'C tu G0~":flHlh lit LIre 11;::I't to apply the money, if Ihey 
11lou.{ll fit. lu ~Ily PLu'!'Si,lIlt cler:,;y. The committee at th" 
S,,:Ut... til!IC) 1.:1111[111Lb (lie L" ,,,li'.:.hment of Rectories; and t.:ldpl"­

tuill 110 lLu:)i t:lcl~ the illteutivn of tho",c persons woo brought 

turw"ru {he 11J .. ".,l..d'-.! ill P .. ll;:u!ll,;I!t V,';'\.:::, to eudow willi PtHSOIl­

age 1I.)",...}~..i allJ GldJ:: lalLJ:; {he clt;rgy of the Church of Eng. 
Lllll, <It the JI-,>:.:rl iiull of the lucd GIi, l:l"IllllUIL 

3. 'rl." !ll"!llo, 1.1:")11 ' .... IIlcl1 yuu III Uj 1(';:,0.; La make lJLC.'~t.: with 
tIl ... Cb·,.HciJ uf LI1.:'dIlO. 

III yOlh' JeUt:f La L dd Gkncl;, UJlcd ::!Gdl June 1837, YOll pro· 
!IUo,L:! c(.Jt..lili LLrfll3 of ,",c~ommUd.1Lrun) am! you bogin wilh Ie, 

rnarkiu.'::!, "Iha.r if the :~lo..lli:,t.:j".s of [lie' church of Englund alld 

H Scu!l<toJ in C .... nuJa would ,,,y (lside all jealousy and go hand 
II iLl i: . .jI.J tugo..(;.lr as bl't!lirt;1l Plul, ., . ..,ill;; tilt: ~arJJl~ faith, they 

(I neeLl lIul fear lilt: e{fecls of their t.:lIl111'L",.:; \V tl\ll~ making Uo,t":: 

of this slIg:lrcd I..lOgl . ..lgC, what Wil5 YOllr object in going to 

Erq';!~II.ll !-\\,hy the robbery and d~strl1ctit)1l of our CilUldl, 

u.lIJ yel Yllur mOllth speuks peace! \' 'JI} and your constituents 

IFlVO pl:i::llli:J us with llmelenting fury for a long .:)eries of yenrs. 
Ytltl bd\"C sougnl, by l!\'cry means, to deprive us of Our vrslrd 
fights, aud dC:itroy Ol.lr u::;efulness; even to toke from us the 

mlrks by which our Ecclesiastical Establishmeut is cllD.racler-
1:-:.t.:J -UUI' P,\rsonl.1ges, Rec[ones and enuowmenls j lind While 
you thus Ct+. .. ..JLC to traUllJlc us in the tlU!H, you claim manses, 
~1t:be5. ctJrpuralions, and all the privIleges of your church as in 



S . .:otbnJ. And when ... ill lhese ulJJ<;;U:5 af ... JutJ.lned, you rAr" 
uisposed to remOVe your reel from our necks, to lift us from the 
ground, and to call upon us in the language of gentleness to lay 
aside ,11 jealousy and walk hand in hand w ilh our most bitter 
enemies and oppressors, Is not this adding insult to injury 1 
'V ~ harbour no enmity or jealousy against you, but whet you 
force upon us in self· defence. All that we requil'e of you is [0 let 
us and our rights alone. We lIesire no collision with you nol' 
any other denominali01l of christians. We have never found 
fault Wilh [he Government for giving you as.:.:;istance, nor op­
posed its incl'ease: all that we have ever desired is thut your 
church should not be supporteJ at the expense of ours, 

You well know that from the earliest seltlement of this Pro. 
vince) until your l.l;;;ilJ.tion respecting the Ciergy Reserves, the 
greatest cordiJ.lilY and inueed courtesy, prevailed among all de· 
nomtnations of christians and theirspil'itual teachers. it i.l. cha.nge 
has taken place, S0 1:.11' as the two nn!ional churches are concern­
ed, to which of them IS it ow ing 1 

Your plan of accommouation i:5 to give one third to t~c church 
of EngiaOlI j one third to the church of Scotland j and the re· 
maining third for the surport o:such other uenominations as Her 
l\1ujesty's Govcrnnh:llt may select. 

Had you gone to LonJon merely to propose lids plnn, and not 
for the destruction of the ILl;[u('J(:s, we shoulLi not hdve com­
plained j fol' tllou;1l we Go.t,) never consent to give you uny part, 
much less two t:li,J:::i, of a property which is at present legally 
ours, yet it was compe~ellt for the ImI!'erial Po.trliarneot to deal 
with yOUl' pl'Opo~ilion as they might J~elll fit, and it wOlJld have 
been our duty to submit. It is, however, very clear that, If your 
p!an had been entertained by the Government, it could have 
ueen carl'iell into effect without il1terfedng with the Rectories: 
the trifling endOWlllelJl.::i attached to them might have formed a 
part of the third (morc than 800,000 acres) coming to the church 
of England j consequentlYJ this, interference was altogether gra.­
l.uitous, and hns served no other purpose than 10 excite the rna .. 
lignant pas. ion. of your people and a dctormlllell spirit of r.sis-
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ItS favour cun Ix: said. , 1. defJI ivc::! tile chJrc'l of two lll.r;:!~ ui 

her :-,otunlcn'f D, It gives lhe Klr;';, whose members ~re not 
onc fotlrlh so loany 0<; those of rhe Church, nn ··qual share,­
that is four times their fuir proponion j and this without regard 

to the difference of the Government of the two Churches. :l. It 
gives to the Kirk as much as to all other Protestnnt Denomina. 
tions, who have the snmp; claim; for if the 31", flf G('o, ;}o! chop. 

31, bc extended in its 3'7lb Section beyond the church Of En;! .. n·l, 
it inr.!udr.3 all Protestant denominations in the I'rn·,'in('f'. 

But Wll1!ld such 11 dl';tr~illll'nn givG ~~f,~f~;('!lnr.1 !l nli'·ht be 

:\r!;rf' 'il)i" In thl'! majority llf the nUI.ivcf:! cf Scotland ·Hld L:lclr 
(lc~cf'nd(1nt'" in (:le PrOVIOCf>, but to none else. "Ot~1t"r denomi_ 

nations," says the Rev'd l'Itr. Nolan, a respectable Methodist 
clergyman, ('consider their own claims upon Government full 9.S 

II good as the claims of the Scotch Kitk j-claims not founded 
(, in law, but in their n(("c,::,lty, in their usefulness, in their n11m­
"bers j in their goou moral conduct, in their loyalty, even in 
"their modpralion; in not tensing the Government for pecunj .. 
"nry assistllnce, in not call1mniatll1g the clergy of the church, in 

" not moking- an array f)f their numbers, though so much greater 
"II-nil the Scotch ('OIl,,,, 1I;!')n) to intimiuatc the church j-all 
"·.'Jhich ~trongly recommenu them to the favour of Government. 

II I do not mean to say that they are collectively more numerOU3 
II than the SC(1lch communion) for thal would convey a false idea. 
"of the number ()f the laller j but illd[ some of the Sects indi­
II vidually are more nUmer(lU8 than the Scotch communion,j,­

The Rev'd Mr. AIJcr gives similar evidence before the com. 
mittee of tbe House of Commons. To expect that such a mea­
sure of distribution as you propose, would settle the question of 

the Reserves in a satisfactory manner to any but your own peo­
ple, is the greatest absurdity. 

And here I will observe that, however much inclinr,d Her Ma­

jesty's Governlllent may be, from your urgent representations, to 
favour the Scotch church, it will be found a matter of extreme 
delicacy on the part of H~r l\tlnjesty's Representative in Ihis co. 
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iony. 8everal denominations consider themselves cql.lnlly res­

pectable with that in connexion with the I\: 1\ k of Scotland and 

look with great jealousy at UlJY plcference confeued UPOl~ her 

adherents. To the church of £t16L.l~ldJ as tLl: religion of tho 

Sovereign) and rL:cogniscd lJy the Con~li!Ulionl they may be 

disposed to yield some deference j but! will venture to say that 

no policy will be found more ullpopular, or generally olfen:sive, 

tha.n to place the Kirk of Scotland above the denominations with 

which it is classed III Lorn Ripon's Dt:spiAtch, and in the differ­

ent proceeding~ of the Imperial Government, having for their ob­

ject pecuniary assistance 10 JlL:'Clult religious commullllics in 

the colony. 

On rr;ndJITI~ Liverpoolr you invoker:! rhe Qssistance ()f Ihe 

Rcv'd Dr. l\LLcwl and the RI~v'd Dr. l'vlt:Fariallcj and I regld 

that these I cspecLaLle clergymen dId not comrly with your le­

lJuesf. Hlld they done so) I am persuaded that your rtlocecliings 

would have Leen VCIY ditreretlt both ill object tinu tenlper. 

Even your invitation betrays the LatLrness of your spirit 

aguinst the Establishud Church ;_lIclS the wtlucnce at the Epis­

U copal Church i!1 CanadJ. \~.ll be CXt:lleo to the utmusllo coun­

II teract the object of my Mission to this Goulllry, I will feel greally 

"uullgcJ. if you will have the goouness to gIve Inc do hclpillg 

H hand at the Colonial Oillet j and 1 suppose this call I1lOst ef .. 

" factually be done by engagillg tbe support of leading memLers 

"of the Legislature. Pcrhaps Principal McF,lriane Will also be 

" kind enough to rcnder me assistance in the wuy which he m.:;.y 

'I think will best answer the purpose. No time ought to be lost; 

" for if the SUbject is to be brought before Padiament the present 

U Session, it cannot be taken up loa soon." 

You were doubtless much surprised, and perhaps not a little 

mortified, that we did nol consider your mission of sufficient im .. 

portance to write a single liAe, or malic El single movement :-thc 

Rectories had been cstabli,hed Of .mple authority; they had 

becn confirmed by the Legisluturc j and they interfered with no 

claim [10m your church or any other dl..'llomiuution. Your r~. 

ceplion, I cvnfess, would have !)urrri::.cd uS I If hOY thing ill the 
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prescnt limes could surprise us ;-uut w'.' do not believe that the 
!ealling of the Colonial department against the Hcctories pro­
ceeded from any love to your church, Lut from an antipathy to 
Church Establishments in general, which seems to have obHlincd 
a footing in high places. 

Had tbe venerable clergymen, whom you invited, come to 
your aid, they would, I am fully pcrsl1:lrkd , havp advised you 
to pursue the same course that D ... l\Ilearns adopted in h.::;,­
This f'~.~fllent person applied to Government, ill the nllme oflhe 
General A~S(,'IJI.lIYI for some provision for their l\tlissionaries in 
North America I but Itft it to the \'1.' isdom of Government to d, • 
vise the funds which may be clrrlic.1ble for Ihis purpose. The 
answer rf'turned \':as f.lVI)UII1L!i', and it has heen nobly fulfilled; 
for CI,.(:f since 18:ZL, aSsiSI:1l)cc has IWf-n provi'led for l'J.J.Inisters 
of the church of Scotland servI!1!; in Upper Canada. 

Hnu both or (lti,('r of the Reverend l; n1il'men CfJl:'H' to p'I'r 

nlJ, tiJey \VoultJ have deprco::atcd ~'Ollr ul!'-Icl~ upon t,hl' ",'r' 
as j)bsolute insanity; and so f.lr would thf)' have Lef'n from being 
displeased at their erection, thut thry would have lH\ilcd Ih~ mea­
sure as affonJin~ 1)11> Iwst pc:.",!)!" :;round fi,1' ,!;olicitin~ farther 
aid an support ofthur own Church, AI~}' altJrk upon the sisltr 
Establishment Ihey would h~ve sternly fU1uitJd('n, a~ peculiarly 
dangerous in the prescnt tlll)(8, and cfrla;n to dtfc:'It your ob­

ject. They too well knew INe disposition (If the Ministry in 
re~pect to Nd[ional Churches, and the rising strength of the cou­
servative spirit to have countenanced you in tearing In pieces the 
Church of the Sovereign, On the contrary, they would have 
urged your adoplion of the substance of the resolution3 of the 
HOllse of Assembly in Ib24 as the true ground of procedure,­
namely, that the Government would take such measures, either 
by amending the Constitutional Act or otherwise, as would se. 
cure 10 Ihe Clergy of Ihe Kirk of Scolland, residing or who may 
hereafter reside in this Province, such support and maintenance 
•• sholl be thought mee\. 

Such a course of prorc, ding, instead of giving umbrage, would 
ha\'e united all parties III your favour j for so far are we from 
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heing opposed to Government assisting other uenominations of 
Christians, that ~e have been its constant advocates j and as 
respects my senuments, I pleaded the cause of your church in 
1826, as the Hon'ble Sir Robt. Wilmot Harlan can testify, as 
well as the propriety of providing for the religious instruction of 
the Roman Catholics in the Province. All that we contend for 
is, that such aid shall cot be taken Ollt of the provision allotted 
to the church of England, till the Reserve. produce more than 
that Church requires for a decent maintenance. It will Le time 
enough to legislate regarding any surplus, when it i. discovered 
actually to exist. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obi. humble .. rvl. 

JOHN STRACHAN. 

LETTER 6. 
Toronto, 4th December, 1837. 

To THE HONeLE. WILLtAM MORRIS: 

Sir,-1 noW proceed to the 4th particular, namely, the opinion 
of the Crown La wyers on the Rectories. 

I porcei ve that you were permitted to peruse the opinions of 
Her Majesty's Law Officers as to the legality of the Reclorie. 
lately established in this Province and likewise the despatch to 
His Excellency Sir Francis B. Head of the 6th July on the same 
subject; and I connot help being struck with the inconvenience 
of communicating to parties interested the proceedings of Go­
vernment on great questions still pending and in progress, since 
such imperfect information, as in the present instance, can only 
produce irritalion and diaappoinlment. Had this opinion been 
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r01!lll1ed ('II a (.,H",r;1.( ~t~I' rllCIiL of the CRse, it \','u.s notjudlcioll Dna 

thoreforr; not final; for it has Ot:V,;1 been settled by nny hi~h pu" 

thuntyor with ~'II)' ·J'~gri:f' ofl,ret.:lSltJll how f.H l:cll<lin portions 

of the Ravul AUlhu(]ty mayor IHay not be well exercised by 
Governm~nl even without nn express delegation In 1\lf, Royal 
Commission. Qlu"l fieri non dcbct,ja,clu'm valet. There nre 

many views, botb general (lod legul, which may be takell of this 

p'J;L\t as it affects the cxistcllce of the Rectories, and which 
might shew that os they have emanated from the Crown they 
cannot be questioned now on a mere point of fOlm uri::ilog from 

the Act of the Crown Lt..~df. 

If then arguments so strong can be adduced in favour of the 

legality of the l:""IUIH'-"', li.uJ Iht.:rc Lecn nu farther aUlhority 
!hun I"; Slated in tlie case :II'~(:I.',j uefl1re thl Crown Lllwyers, 
their stability is 1'1 nd"II:d al!";:dll,·t IIllljU'-01HI1l:.L.l .... , \111"11 it IS 

i.1I'Il';lJ Ihat they \\.'Lll: uectd in dH'tlienct to tllc fullest m~;IUl> 

llullS clod \\')I\) l'very rllVll~'ltL iormality. But OH this (,"int 1 do 
nol at prf':-.ttlt ,n!i.1t!.!;l:1 as it is fully treated in my (I'flmt on Lord 
Glenelg'.,; reference, the substance c~ 'NhiciJ will appear in (l fu­

tUfe number of fI T~( Cl!1UC/I." 

Y uur alh and lasl subject of complaint, the University of King's 

College, only requires very brief notice, 

You arc displeased with the composition of the College Coun­
cil; but certainly VJitli little reason. By the original charter, 
that body consisted of nine Members, including the Chancellor 

and President, all of whom, the Chancellor excepted, were to be 
Members of the church of England. The charter 8. amended 
increases the Council to twelve, oi whom it renders seVer. perma­

nent, and makes it no longer necessary that they should belong 
to the Established Church. The remaining five are merely tem­

porary appointments, which must be vacuted the moment that 
the Professors Bre named, nnd consequently are 1I0t very desir­
able ex .. pt by friend. of the Institution. It ought also to be 
borne in mind that It would not be easy to find in this vicinity 
gentlemen belonging to the Scotch church of sufficient standing 
and ltlr.;ll[o~ to allow them to hccol"!"!f', tffir.ient members of the 
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Council o{the Uni.eroity o{ King's Collfge. Under th ... cir­
cWlIstance., Hi. Excellency induced four gentlemen of gre., 
respectability and tal.nts to accept of .eats ot the Board, with 
Ihe knowladge that they would be super.eded in 3 very shorl 
time by the appointment of Profes.ors, tbe fi •• Senior of wbam 
are entitled by the Charier to be members of the Council. 

With regard to your .,.ertion that tbe Bill amendin. th. 
Charter of King's College passed the House of A •• cmbly ;ilh­
out being sufficiently understood, and ihat you do not consider it 
as ."pressive of Ihe voice of more than a 001011 minority of the 
Inhabitant., they are 00 .xtraordin.ry that I presume not to make 
any otber reply tlmn Ibat the Assembly i. quite able without m, 
Assistance to vindicate its OWn CharDQter against such aspersionl, 
and tbat the amended Charter was carried on the first di.i.ion 
by a majority of fifteen, and on the •• cond by twenty one. 

The feelings of the members of the Legislati.e Council were 
10 for from being hostile to the church of Scolland, that they 
unanimously adopted tbe report of the Select Committee of whi.h 
you were a member,-recommcnding that a Theological Pro­
feslor of the church of Scotland should b. appointed as soon d. 
ler the Conege went into operation •• might be convenienL 

I Ceel tha! the details into wbich you have compelled me to .D­
ter are becoming exceedingly tedious; but the.. are still two 
mltters to be disposed of, and which, without ""planation, mill:bt 
appear to give some slight Ihadow of support to the un worth, 
accusations, attempted to be mude against tha local GoYOrDmenl 
and Ihe church of England. 

I beg leave, first, to premise thaI you are held justly amena­
ble {or Ihe contents of all the letter. and document. wbicb ,01& 

delivered 10 tbe Colonial Departmeot, since tbey acquired an oC· 
ficial character in coming from you, tha acknowlodged ageot for 
tbe Scot. church in Canada. Among tb.se a letter (omitted in 
the printed Pamphlet, for what reason I know not) written by 
the Rev. 'Villiam Rintoul, Moderator of the Synod, contain. tb. 
following pa •• ag. ;-" thai in old TowDlbip. R.I.rv. 1011 ar • 
.. hlld by rersonl conn •• t.d VI ith the cburch of En,land .. ad, to 

1) 



II ei'.f' fhfm II!, 1o .he ('JdJlr:h j in Ihis way COllgre~ati(lns enn 

'I be erldo .... ed when ouus are lold they are all apprnpria:ed. I 
.. have been tnlll Illnt In Whit Cr1lrch many '-If the Reserve lola 
II are held by William Robinson of New.market." 

This chnrge of deliberate fraud against the locDI Government, 
.he clergy of the E".bli,hed Church, and the supposed holde,s of 
!'o,lIch Reserves l Ihe ReverenJ Moderulor knew, or might with a 
little inquiry have known, 10 be utterly untrue. The ;enlleman 
more immedJBlfly accused, and namell with so little ceremony, 
I~ well known to be incapable of lellding himself 10 this or allY 
olher uny,onhy transaction; and his letter now before me stJg~ 
rnalises the 8('cl1sation as a foul and wretched calumny. 

The same Reverend. genlleman, in Ills .ro;(1tes upon his fable, 
~ 11'I1f-S Ihe case of Niagara 8S one of peculiar hardship; and a3 

::rhl! ..:11 fS'3 is put upon it, I quote the Rev. Moderator's account 
In fun, that there may be nomls{:)ke. In the re:mnfromNiagarn. 
i\Jr. l\1cGill thus writes, "No aid from Government for building 
I' flUI r.hurcn. lVe have rather Leen defrauded by it of wnat was 
II jll~tly due 10 us. Our church was burned down during the 
" late war) while occupied as a Military Hospital. All build­
II ings destroyed while given up to the King"s use were paid in 
II full out of~he Military Chest; but from some malign influence 
II our just claim was refllsell from this source, The consequence 

II was that we were clAssed among the general sufferers r.otwith~ 
" standing Ihe speciality of our case, and the special rule acted 
II ('17) in similar cuses ; and Our claim of £600 was reduced to 
'1 £;00: and this sum \Vas not received until the present year 
fI (1837) withOllt interest. 'Ve reckon ourselves tberefore injuri~ 
"ously kept out of 1.2UO by the ofiicers of Government who re­
f! ported on our claims, 811d the interest due on £600 for more 

"(han twenty ye.... We bep' that the Bonbl •. William Mor­
I! ris will draw l!1e uuention of His l\hjesty'& Government to Ihis 
fa hardship." 

The Boa.d which snt on the 'Va, Losses wr.s appointed by 
Illp special orders of the Secretary of Stale for the colonies, Lord 
Bathurst, lind woe independent in its proceedings BAd not unde.r 



1he c.ontrol of the Provincial Government. If was comr0-"ed nf 
G~ntlemea of (he first respectability in the colony, and each cas~ 
that came before it received the most careful consider81ion, and 
was decided without feal' or favour according to its merif~. A3 
regards the payments, grent difficulties had 10 be e"('OI)(jt';r~" 
and removed, and muelJ delay has of nece5sity taken place fill' 

which no one can be ju,tly blamed. Ti,., claim for the Presby. 
terian Church in Niagara. W,1.3 brought before tIle Bual'd, I be4 

lieve, by l\1:essrs, :Heron and Tudil1 [\1,,1 the amount of Ihe 

award has been paid on the same terms, and as soon, as that of 
many poor and distressed persons who lost their hOl1':{<, and home 
Bnd all they possesseJ, and surely mOle could riot in lea~on b~ 
expec!eu. 

I find from documents before ml', wh:J[ \\rnll!J otherwise seem 
incredible, thut the church ':0,)--" .tullt)~ this rase of h,udshlP did 

not b310ng to a congregation of Presbyteri,ltl i in conneXlO1J wirh 
the chmch of """:01 1<: l1,j ; lil"t it WOO'S lIt:ver UL'C'q)j"" by .. wi. a con. 

gregutioll, nor WQ3 there more than one conc:r' ~,l!i"n tof thru de­
nomination in the whole Pwvillce fuf [nall/ yC:~ll' _ dd'-l" Ihi:> 
church had been destroyed. 

The church of Niagara was-occllpied by the P ,esll:l!('ri,II:S ',"110 
nnw form the United Synod or Presbytery of Upper C,Uj .. !'iil.­

They were the sulTerers and to them the remunecn.;illn, be it ~lf;1t 
or smail, of right belong.:;. It is not c..I."y to conceive a e'_oilll,IJlnt 

so reckless or so completely discreditd',]l! In nil irs bearillgs. It 
is not made by the party suticl'ing, but by one \'1-'110 had IICIlillll:~ 

to dv in the nutttr, and rccr:l1!uJ no (~amage. T!lt" dOCUOiell(S 
before me likewise prov-e tbOi there WHS no congregaliol1 in clIn­
ne~ion with the church of ScotlimJ organiud at ~iagartl till 
1828, or fifteen yenrs nfter the church was burnt. 

It w.as my intention to animadvert PI1 some of tile many pas­
sages of yOUI' correspondence so rudely offensive 10 those whom 
you believe hostile 16 the oLjt.:t:''i of your Mission, but finding it 1\ 

sickening [ask, 1 forbear. YOLtl eomplaints, the gl't)undson which 
ihey rest, lind my answers are now U, rore (he puuric j und I h,wP, 
no reason 10 fear the inft:H.nce that v.;l1 be urti\\n from tha 
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wnole .... , as now atated, by e.ory well rog"!sled and honour. 
oble mind. If your punishmenl from your own feelings bo nol 
grealer, now Ihot you have had. time for r.iection, than you do· 
.ene in permitting yourself 10 become the channel of so much 
.alumny and ralsehood, it i. greater I confess than I should h.v. 
been disposed 10 inflict. Even the just rebuke which you have 
lately received from a high quarter,-a rebuke the more severa 
because conveyed in a manner the most delicate and gentle,­
would h.ve more than satisfied me. Bul to find yourself associ· 
Bled wilh the contemplible and venomous writer of the lasl por· 
tion of Ihe Pamphlet is a mortificalion altogether maddening; 
yet when" man listen» to passion instead of reason and deparlll 
&0111 accuracy of statement, v. hat can he expect 1 The canclu· 
aion of Ihe Pamphlel has excited th. universal execration of 
1I0nourabie men, and reminded them of the ferocious spiril which 
ehlracterised [he commDo:ca.tion signed ~. ~\I. I. L. r a commu­
nication read with applllllse at various meetings of your eonstjtu­
ents last spring, but of which they are now greatly ashamed. llnd 
which lI.e aUlhor, though well known, dares nol opelily avow. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your ob:. humble servanf, 

JJ.J:-I STRACli.\:-/. 

PM the Cltu-rdt. 

Toronto, 12th December, 1837. 
My Brethren of the Clergy and Laity, 

Having been referred 10 by Lorn Glenelg on th. subjeci of 
th. fiily.seven Reelories and delivered a report, many of you 
have expressed a greal desire to know something of its con. 
tenta,--:-a desire which I consider reasonable, and now proceed 
to g'.lIfy. 
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It is quite evident that Lord Glenelg entertained doubt. as to 
the correctness of the cour •• he was pursuing, from the terms or 
reference which are as follows: 

" It is of cOUrse possible that the statement. on which tho 
n Law Officers of the Crown have founded their opinion may be 
.. erroneous or defective, altbough it is certain that the u\mosl 
" care and labour have been bestowed on the investigation of 
" the facts of the case, It is alao possible thaI Her Majesty's 
" legal advisers may have misapprehended the law, although it 
" is equally clear tbat they have bestowed their most patient and 
"laborious attention on the questions proposed to tbem. But ad. 
II verting to each of these possible sources of error, my first soli­
"citude is to ascertain whether any such mistake has really QC. 

II cUfred. 
"Yoo will therefore have the goodness to communicate a copy 

"of this Despatch to the Archdeacon of Toronto, who will pro· 
"bably think it right to lay it before the Bishop of Montreal, 
" wbo is now officiating as Bishop of the diocese of Quebec, and 
.. you will invite his Lordship and tbe Arch:leacnn to inform 
"you whether they are aware of any material fact omitted in 
" the case laid before the Crown lawyers, or inaccurately stated 
" tbere, or of any important argument which may be supposed 
.. to have escaped the notice of those learnod persons. If allY 
.. such error or oversight shall appear to you to have been com· 
" mitted, you will suspend all further proceedings till you sball 
" have reported on the case to me, and shall have received my 
II further instructions." 

After thanking hi. Lordship for the opportUNity thus afforded 
me of communicating officially the facts necessary to vindicate 
Ih. eours. which has been pursued in this part of her Majesty'. 
dominions, for affording in time a secure but a very moderate 
provision for a very small Dumber of the resident Clergy of the 
Church of England, I proceed in substance as follows:-

The clear and express enactments of the Statute 31. George 
3. chap. 31, providing for the erection or pariohe. in Upper Ca· 
nada, could not for many years b. acted upon in tbis Pro. in •• , 
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LIe-calise i! contillueJ :..lnh)'-.( u dense fures! till aClel' tllc American 
war of 1,~';1·~ Few lit' no Reserves w,:rp leased, and cOQ~~q~el)t~ 
Iy lhere were no funds allhe disposal of lhe Government. .. 'The 
few clergymen of (he Church of England, then resident in the 
colony, were supported as l\-lissionaries by annual salaries de .. 
rived fl'Om lhe Brilish Government and from lhe Venerable So­

cielY for lhe Propagalion of lhe Gospel in Foreign paris. Bul 
though the situiltion of the country rendered it inexpedient, or 
father impossible, to erect Parsonages and Rectories, the delay 
did not arise from any doubt 0'1 the part of the Provir.cial Go­
vernment th~t full and sufficient power was given to the Gover­
nor, or Lieut. Governor in Cnunt;i!, by the Royal commission 
and in:';tructions \;;ilh which it was accompanied. Had thece 
oc.'n the slightest he:.itutioll on this poi:1t in Upper Canada, it 
woulJ have been removed by the proceedings III (he sister Pro~ 
vinl'e. So f.u back as ~Ll y 1800 a ref~rence was made by His 
Exr.ellf'ncy Rnbcrl Shore ~\li~n('s Esquire, Lieutenant Governor 
of the Province of L',wer Cant;ldrl, to the Executive Council re~ 

,:,." ·llll~ Ee,·1,·.;i:.21ir::1i atfairs. The ["(;)1)[( of the C<HU,l·d, si~neJ 

\Vd!,:tm 0 ~OiJLlt>, Chainnan: Cilief JU~,t,Cf: of Lower Canada at 

that time and well knuwn in this Colony I-a gentleman of 
great talents ;:;.nJ or 50 dislillgu:::;hcd le:.,::al ability as to be fre· 
q'Jenlly cOfl'ii.ulleU uner his rl,lilll to England by IVlr. PI1t,­
sfRlea thai they h'ld Itlk201 the 5uilj' r.;l into serious consideration 
and efler offr:! I"~ their 11I·)"t dutiful acknowledgements to His 
'\I~J .-;ty for the J,,,,i,,.; II' ',. I mallifl:station of his paternal re~ 
1!8rd for the sr;rt[ll~ll welfJ.re of his Protestant suLjecTs in the 
PfnVIIICP. ill··Y ~xpre~s the;I' U!llw<;t readiness to enter into such 

mf.r~,:>llre" as may be essential to the formation of a re~ular Church 
E.,lublishment. To attain this desiraule object, th~ Council ap­
prehfnd Ihnt the [,VO preliminary reqlli:.ites are, first, the forma­
tion of snch a number of parishl:s as, from [he numbers of Pro. 
[r"ifdn! inhaoifnnls dwelling in Ihe vicinity, shall be thought ex. 
ppdient, and, "'·clIlldly, the eSlilblishment of a parsollage, or Ec­
clesiasticAl bendi,·~: In eRch of Dueh pal ishes. The Council ad­
"i~e tint. in r!';; Id to four pHrishes fllrendy eslnblishf'd, VIZ. 
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Quebec, Montr~al,.Three Rivers, ,and William Henry, there 
shall be no interference, and conclude their report by recommen,J­
ing that the Attorney General be directed to give his opinion on 
the legal course to be taken for erecting s'Jch Protestant parishe9 
as herein mentioned, as well as for establishing a Pdrs(lnage 01' 

Ecclesiastical benefice in each parish respectively, Soon after, 
the Attorney General, now Chief Justice of Lower Canada de­
livered an elabora[e opinion j and in consequence of these pro-­
ceedings, the Government of Lower Canada has, from time to 
time, established Rectories, besides the four already mentioned, 
at Dunham, St. John, La Carre, Hatley, SI. Andrews, St, Tho­
mas, Caldwell Manor, St. George Christie Manor, Drummond· 
ville, Chambly, &c, &c. In this Province, little was done till 
after the general peace of 1815; but since that time, such pro­
ceedings have been had es seemed best ca.lculated to cherish, and 
gradually to build up the church, as a permanent Ecclesiastical 
Eslabli~hment, for Ihereli~ioL1s instruction of the people. 

0 .. the 9tb of March 1815, the Executive Council under the 
ariministration of General Sir G'Jrdon DrumnHllnd, in reporting 
on the petition of the Rev. John Strachan for remuneration for 
monies expended on the Parsonage house of Cornwall, for the 
residence of the Minister of the Church of England, recummend­
ed, "That, whenever &. church is erected and D. minister ap­
U pointed to reside, the Wardens may be authorized to el'ect a 
II. Parson~ge house by anticipating the produce of the Clergy 
" Reserves in the Township by !he loan of a sum not exceeding 
II four hundred [lounds,-the principal and interest of which 
" loan shall be paid by such person as may be charged with the 
" receipt of the Clergy rents within the Township, as they may 
H become productive. That the charge of insUI'nnce and ordinary 
" tenants' repairs shall be defrayed by the Incumbent, and all 
II other repairs by such means as the building." 

The report in Council, suggesting this principle for future 
guidance in building and erecrillg Parsonage'i, was transmitted 
to the Right Hon. Lord Bathurst, Principal Secretary of State, 
for the approbation of His Royul Highness the Prince Regent, 



To Ihi"l flO ttn..,w(:l' ws.., returned-- lty Lord Rathlllst J dated 10th 
U..:,.vlJl·r, 1815; II The claim of the Rev. Dr~ 8trb'cban, the pre­
I, .:-~Il( minister of York, nppe4lls, from rhe Rep'ort of the Council, 
" 10 t..e d€"scrriog of consideration, and you will therefore consi­
"der yourself authorized to make the paymem which Ihey have 
" recommended." 

As the food arising from the rents of Clergy reserves under 
loftn accumulated vefY slowly, application was made to His 
Majesty'. Goverome"t by the first Bishop of Quebec, soliciting 
th.lt the clergy, in a corporate capacity, might be entrusted with 
the power ofleasiugi and accordingly, the corporation for mana­
gin~ the Clergy Reserves in Lower Canada was estublished by 
an Instrument unJer the Gre.t Seal of th,t Province in 1816; 
which inw'umpnl hod been originally drnughted in that Colony 
by the Law Ofibers of the Crown. This draught was sent to 
llIe S~cre::lrr of S;a.t<> for the colonies, Lord Bathurst, for the ap­
f'f'·\'·J\ of the l;::in::'-:: Gorernment i and it wns returnee: With ji8 

• ,Ifl(" Inn, l10d :In ordtr to Sir Jnhn Sl,,~t IJI"lll)I\C to cause LeIters 

ptllt~IH of hcnrpol'ation w be i~":H:d ill the terms of the drauf,hl. 
A Sllnl;i1r iIlS(TIImr>nl, at the il15llanCe of the Bishop, W83 CPt'om. 

m '1r1~J by the :::x~cuiive Council of this Province on the 20th 
Or!lnner JRll:l and W<:liS made patent under the great sea.l of Up­
r"r Canad,'\ on If·e 30th April 1819. Since that lime, ~rc&ter 
faCilities hb\'e been vfi'oJrdeJ tn the is~ue of leases, and their Ilum. 

Ut r has, in cnW.,f q'lencf, rapid~y increased. 

AboUi tlll! same time: the Fh:;hllfJ or ':1 :'"'Jer! had t:IHOP".t!y 

press~'d upon the consideration of His ~\J.<.Ijc~ty's Government 
tb..; expediency of dividing the Province intu parishesj and il 
ttpP":C1r3 'll'1t. in ~Orl~ Q'JU1Ce of .!-lis L, 1I1stllp' . ., application, an 
In,::;!fwli.)n from the SrlCrel .... ry of State was transmitted 10 Mr. 
President Smith, then administering the Government, dated the 
2rl of Aoro' 1818, conveyilll: the authority of His Royal Higb­
rH~~S. the Prince Rpgp.nt, for precting Parson6~es (tnd Recroriea 
in conformity to the SltltUTe 31 George 3. ch~p. 31) section 38. 
Ttu: lcJslfuctivn will 8peak bes( for i(sulf. 



.t." 
Downing Street, 21 April, tRlR. 

II "rhe Bishop of Quebec hRS fn:q1lently hrought un.-Iee my 
II consideration the advllntages which would r,·,,'llt to tbE: IIl!erelS!" 

II of the Church of England In the Province u'IIJer your Gnvcrn­
II ment from the legal esttlblishment of pdril)hes or rcctorit's, 111 
"conformity with th~ provision conl.ained in (hI} 31 Geo,~e 3. 
u chap 31. 

U As I entirely concur with His Lord<;hip in 'f:'" pr";orid}, of 
II adopting-a measure clllculated to gi\'e to the Proleslunt Church 
It in the Canadas the support which it was in the cOlllenlplatton 
.. of the Parliamp,nt of this coul'lIry 10 I)tfllrd it, 1 hlive not failf"d 
II CO submit His Lordsb;p's repn:'spntlllton to the PI irll'''' Rl'!geflt, 

" and I have received his Royal Highness's commands to instruct 
"you to take the uecezsary h-g.'tl measures for conslitrJtlng l:1on 
II erecting Rectories and pal'l:;11Ps ill eVf!ry Township wl:!Jin the 

U Province under your Gnve"nmenl; ~nd yOI) ..vIII ilj"O take C' He 

U that it be dislillC'dy nndel'3lo11d thnt Ihe constihlfioll of P11ridH, 

" aud rectories CUll give no cll;\im whall-VE>I' In anv lnl_umbenr III 

•. receive tYlhes of the land within the limits I)f hh [>ctrl·,!'.-Idl 

H claim of thut nature having been dfectu<.llly annulled by the 
"provision for the support of'a PIOle8[ant crel'~Y m£lrjt~ ill th~ 
u 31st of the King, and hy the rlccldffltory law pe~ ... , d by ,hr' 

II Legislafure of tbe Province in 1816. The f'lld(l\\'11l'"1l1 of tho 
If .severa) Rectories wilh due portions (If tile Ch·,.:.!y H.·~fl"'J""" 

"will be necessarily a matter of hllII rf' (,fl':SIIlf'CJlillil j dod lIulll 

II the more general 6cUIement llnri CUlu\'utlnn of [he Province 
H shall have token place, [ l'on!:;ider it u,j'.'i~i ble that the mfj"nu~~8-
"ment of the severa) Resf:rves&houlu, tb is the ca~e 10 lhf' LoI;.If. 
If er Province, be vested in a corporale body, pr l'onfiIIIJt', U~ at 
"present, under tbe ~(lntr,,1 of the LieUIl'llunt UU\Il'lnur t:llld (ix­

It eculive Council. 
1 hRve the Ilonor III bel &c. 

(Signed) 

Mr. President Smilh. 



The principle already adopted in this Province for building 
Parsonage houses, appeared sO much in accordance with the 
spirit of this Instruction, that the Colonial Government was en~ 
cournged to proceed, as fast as the small means at iheir di~posal 
allowed, in the hope of at least furnishing, at no distant period, 
comforto.lble places of residence to the Missionaries then in the 
Province, j\~5 sma.1I parcels of land were atrached to cach Par .. 
60nage on its erection, it was believed that it would be easy to 
complete (he endowment with due portions of the Glebes and 
Clergy I:e;cn'", when the Bishop should think proper to pro­
ceed to InSlllutIUI). This gradual mode of e~tablishing the 
church, though necessarily sluw from the smallness of the funds, 
was nevertheless following by degrees the increasing settlement 
and cullivation of the Province, and meeUI g, in as far as the Go­
vernment \\'us able, ils growiug wants for religious instruClJon. 
Upper Canada , evcu in 1818, was still in comparison a wilder­
ness j anu lJ.i~r.:::·~re ·nJ menF;ure of a general character for cun­
stitutlng and erecting l"Nn:·hips (nuwy WilliULJt any inhatli_ 
tants) inra parishes and rec[uils would have been fuund bentfi­
cia I. l\10reover, it could not be foreseen where the populatioA 
would most rapidly congregate j it was, therd'are. thought mO.5t 
useful and advisable to hu~band the scanty funds, and reserve 
them for applications from populous townships and places, as 
they offered, and decide upon the amount of assistance to be given 
according to their particular merits. In this way Parsonage 
Houses were built, or partly so, &t Cornwall, Brockville, Bath, 
Cobourg and Ancaster, and promises made to many other place~ 
as soon as the growing funds arising from leases would permit. 

Hud not their limited means prevented (he Provincial Govern­
ment from proceeding to any great extent with the commands of 
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, communicated in this 
instruction, the question of tythes at this time raised, would, till 
finally set at rest, hav~ dictated the same course of proceeding. 
It was considered by the Government of this Province that. un­
der the comprehensive words of the 39 section of the Statute. the 
regularly inducted Rector of any Parish or Reetory, erected in 
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pursuaD~e of His Royal Highness's instructions, might claim 
to ·be entitled to tythes, notwithstanding the evident intention of. 
tbe Statute'that the Glergy of the Established Church should re­
ceive their support from the produce of the Clergy Reserves. 

ft was not apprehended that a claim to tvthes would in ract be 
preferred by any Rector so inducted, but il was possible; and to 
prevent embarrassment and alarm, it was thought prudent not 
to proceed to the full extent of the Royal Ilistructions which had 
been transmitted, until an Act should be passed, by the Colonial 
Legislature, declaring, that no right of tythes should ensue upon 
the induction into any benefice in this Province. 

A short Act was passed by both hou3es of the Legislature of 
the colony, declaring, "That no tylhes shall be claimed, de­
U manded, or received by any Ecclesiastical Parson, Rector or 
Ie Vicar of the Protestant church within the Province, any law 
II custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding." 

In this enactment, whir.h the writer of this report had the 
pleasu," of bringing forward, the fricnds of the church of Eng­
land fully concurred; for they never desired to retain any thing, 
more than they were entitled to by the most obvious construction 
of a solemn Act of the British Farliament. This Act, being ne­
cessarily reserved for the assent of his Majesty, failed, el'en 
though noticed in the Royal instruction, to receive the requisite 
attention in England until the limited period of two years had 
elal'sed, and it could not therefore become a I.w. 

Ie. the year 18~1, n .imilar Bill was passed, and having re­
ceived the Royal assent, was proclaimed on the 20th of February 

18'23. 
It was this effort to renounce, on the part of the National 

Church, any thing which could I'e.sonably seem invidious in 
the provision made by law for her support, that gave occasion 
to the discussion of a question, or which I may truly say that it 
was started with no hope of the results to which it has been un­
expectedly suffered to lead. 

Before it can be ultimately disposed of, it will be necessary 
that the sense of Parliament should be pronounced upon the ar-



,!UflJt'l,h hI In" dpduCf·d from hislorr-from the principle.s or .~. 
l't.rls!l!uIlIJH- froll} Ihe plain wot'ds of Ihe Sl8lule-from na­
~rlerOlh olher ACls ~lf tbe B. ilj:sh Parliament-and from Il seriee 

of ~'nb!lc aelS in Er.ghHld and Ihe Colony, in which the imprea4 

blons of Ihe Goverrlmellt can be very easily and 68tisfllcrorily 
traced. (shall StlY no mOle now on Ihis subject, Ihan Ihat, if 
the Churet'! of Scollsnd has a right to be regarc!ed under the At' 
of Union as es,auli~hed ony wht:re out of Scotland, it was a 
ri~ht of which lhe people of Scoll.nd, of England, and of Ihe 
colouj{$, were all fquaUy Ignorant, uutil It WRS discovered in 
Upper Cana,Ja one hundrtd aflu {en years after the Act of Union;. 
Ulld that. if it wns really intended uy the British Parliament, 
when the 31sl Gp.or~e 3d. chtlp. 31, was passed, to comprehend 
the clergy of the church of SCOIlund within the provisions of 
th&t StrltlJle. it was an IlIleli(JIJIJ of which the British Govern .. 

ment, lhe church of Scotland, and her clergy und adherent. in 
and out of the Provinc~, Were evidently unconscious for thirty 
y •• rs after Ihe Stalute pa,aed. or Ihis Ihero is, in my (Opinion, 
.a'iofo.lo,y proof, both negalive and poailive. 

In 1824 and 1825, Hi. Majesty'. Governmenl had entered in-
10 a contracl with a joinl Slock company for seiling 10 tbe ... a 
large pOll ion of Ih. w •• te lands of Ihe Crown al a cheap rale, 
and upon lerms of p'YIDent very ad.antageous to Ibe Company. 
Aboul two millions of ac,es of Ihe Clergy Reserves were 10 be 
included in Ihis contract. BUI the clergy of the church of Eng­
land in this Province verl' earneslly appealed to His Maj .. ly'. 
Government against Ihis improvident alienation; and bappily 
Iheir .ppeal was nol made in vain. 

Tbe Rese,ves were excluded from the •• le j and, byagreemenl 
wilh Ihe Canoda Company, a block of Ibe olber wasle land. of 
Ibe Crown was t,ansferred in Iheir sited. 

And further, His Majesty wa. graciously pleased 10 maoiCell 
hi. desire 10 place the ESlablished Church in Ihis Province UPOD 
8. fOOling which could alone secure it against the recurrence of 
similar donger by transmilling Ihrough His Secrelary oC Siall 
for lhe C olo~ ies, the lale Earl Bathursf, a formal lostrumeDI. 



plain ~nd unrquivccal in ~IS terms, arod which expressly CGII­

vey~, l~ the word~ of the ~Wlute, the H.quisile Llllh'Tiiy for es­
ILlblH,hlng R(;ctoCJcs cr,Q F<.lIELIl':'(.;:{~ ill Upper C[nt'C~, LrlG ell­

dowing them with l~l!lIS ell ll:e ~llCalJOn of (be Gc\,ur,or ill d 
CO"f.ci!. 

Sir, 
"I }~f' r rccr,:".rri His r;.-.:r,.'~ 's frn',m<>llds Ir· (lilCrl, thr' \'( U 

II do from lime 10 lime, \\'ilh the 'L0\'It;P. (,f tl'p E;~(cu;i\'l C._·l:n­
"cil for tbe (lfl..dIS (f the PwvlC'ce of UI'frn CG.lrc!eh~, tcn::titule 
10 anp erect, witllin every To\", r.ship or rarid', t". h;ch l.l W is: or 
II hereafter r(l[,y be, formed ond CUJ~L;[utf.(! (,I' HEC:cd within the 
II said f'rcv,:nc17, c,l:e or more Pnl'sonage 01' eCC((;lY or 1 \'I:,U18" 

H gtS or Rectories, accc.ldi),g 10 Ihe E~'[L!L,id,muit cf d.l CLI:irh 
"of El'gl'Lci, and thot ~(U (0 film tinletotin,(·,lYlioJ.:.!.u­
II ment urdrr the Glt-at Su,] Clf the ::aid P1c",iuc(', t I L(,...,; L\l!y 

II such Parsonvge H h .. CUY with ~o II,l:dJ or 5Ld, i=,8It5 lI' the 
U land so allottfd and q,rJrq,liatld as aforcso1ic1 ill lu-rtct (If 

CJ uny I~Lc\i ,\ It; ilj such Td'n.!.Lip or Pari&h, \dllch t:lJull have 
II been g .... l1ffJ substquEntly (0 the It..f1.H'l j,Ll'1 ull (,f h u.-a'in 

U Act cf the Pnrliu,]cllt of Creat Llilnin passed in the 31st yLE~r 
" of the reign of 1-1is late ~).~[j€5:y I:1I-:g GCOIge the 3d, el,\lllL(!, 

.. An Act to rq,li,l certain ralls (,f en I_ct ptlss(.d ill tbe 14111 
rc year orRis Majesty's U:i{::I:, tntilLt.! An Act fl'r moJdngmore 
II tfi'ectual provision for tI,e GOV(ll.hltJt of tLe Province of Que· 
H bee irl North America, ond to n:I.!.e fur Iller pllJ\ !1;:,~l'll for tho 
II Government of the said Frul'ince, or (f such lands as may Le 
II allotted ~nd l1frl'{'l,lwttJ for the SDme pUl'pOSf', ly c.1' in vir­
.. tue ofony Instl"uctlOn wbich D.OY have been given Ly his sc.id 
"la:e MDjesty Llf'J1C the cc.n,IJ,tJ,ClOlU!t lJ the said Ac!, fS )',-,U 

" fi\It'"';II, with lhe udvlce c: Ih; said Executive Council, judge to 
II be expedient ur,Ler the existing cirCu111st811Ct6 of such '!'c.v.n· 

'1 ship or Parish. 
If You sh&1i also present to every such Parsonage or RectolY 

" an Incumbtnt or Miniser of the chulch of England" ho .hall 
.. bave been duly ordained oeeolding 10 tb. ritea of .aid church, 

E 



I' ttlld ~lIr."!y ffllm time 10 time such \";Jl"::lljl·It~.'> ;IS may liarpen 

"111.'':111. 

I 1o.1\'(; lk honor III be .. ~ .. , 

(Signed) 
1\1 '.I ,r Genernl 

::SIr P rr!!lllIf' :'.la,tl:>nJ , K (' g 
&-=. U:(' l.\:c. 

BAT[H;RST ., 

Thi-; ill~ITlJclion IS p~rfectly full and complete, and has no 

11111I1<1'I("\Il& hkf"the one rrans01illF'd to Prf's. Smilh. II wos officially 

1 lid bpfntC the- ExecIJti\'C Council of Ihe time SOr~n after II::; re­
j'f-1rl; Clnd ill.2\u\·ln-.!,rr lR·.! ....... Ih-, COl'ncil prepared and submit­
ted a Plop"qtic.n for erec1ing and en,J0wil"'~ Reclories a~d Par-
6nnages. This r!~:n was for some time umlrr consideration, 
hr~auf,e 0 d.IT' fen,'f' of .lr"lIion wos er,"pr:n:neu on ils delails.­
Tl1ere was <1 uoubt tl'S to tbp. pr j ,\), r f'xtent of the Parishes, and 
Ihe 1"('ri;,ln (If IIInd which '{ "·1) :;, be ('x~1f'(!;(lnt to annEX to each, 
It W8& found 1L:lt the funds,lhol1J"h itlrH''l''ln~) \"rrt! still inade­
quate In build any number of l\,r~(·tl;l~f' How/,<;.It the same 
time, arod there W':-'S S(lme I (11 r:t(ln~r~ to constitute and erect .1 

greal r.lJlr,beT of P"ri"']!1 sand <'H1n,"x i ll'::: portions (If wild lands 
},If"l,-jing no rrr./i(, wir\v,Pt rt the ~:Jn1f: time ~,rin~!rlg them parlly 
into ,'11 1]\":<111'0 and building re··;ri:or('f"''S fer t!ll' clergy. There 
was 1'l1"'1) 8 rellll':Iance to fI('('nt Cltl? t· nl:, :.~(y (11" partial arrange­
nv'r,r, whil~ hp"t:~lTi'")n W£\S felt tl1 :1r:t (~':!~i-:i,".:.ly and make a gent'!'­
Till appropriation of the Clergy F..P5",',·\'r<:: hy (~:,"iding the \l:~,(!lo:: 

Plo\'incf' info P:Hi~(lPs nnd endowing c.lch with a ~dfLir,)t por­
tinn, while the qL1estion had bpt:n brol'~~'t under thr consideratiOIl 
of P{\rli<lment and the G·)"" r,",rnrnt in EI ~~nr,rJ. Tll(,S" various 

r.ooinls were made still more FPq_,;cxi:lg' by the pC'~"in~ (If i and 
8 Geo. 4, chap. 62, aU'hnrising the sale ofpnrt of" the ('If'f~y R ..... 
c~·r\"es. 8S it directed 1he rnonips a!"Isiro£ from ! be 5.l\es t(1 11f" 
placed in the British FIJnds, and ~o rpn0t'"{lr] 'hem ffIJrn the more 

iMmedi<\te control flf IhF' (;.;:nni:od G,n·; rnmPIH. :\hreover. 

the~p. <;alf\S fr':'\."llf!llt!y jr\"i'l; ,j np~(n't:<, II, rJ-T h:asc. by whi( II 
1I~'~;)n~ the pro("f'EC~ p.ri.<,ill~ t'o·Yi f('I\I~ \',"1'1"1; in ~()Ij,~ rif<'P'f> lii­
rf}-t.,.i"'j';,J. TJ'l~l.: difficulties ntJ)' welf i.1CC'JlLl,t fo," ll~ oeltly 
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luring the short remainder of Sit fl, "("~Iinc :\1.III]"n.!·..; adnlini.~_ 

'aliOll, They lIkewise furnbhc,! ~tltrl('(t'nt llluIIV"., fnr 111'111"1".' 

;;l' Juhn Colbol'ne to take time fur COthIUf'r;t1inn. In the rrwf\~ 
\vhlie aid continued to be ,given, ElS before, tuw,lld'S tile erection 

of Pttrci(lll.Jge H'_'lI)(~S at Torolllo, Port i-lope, \V(1I1d"lnc~, Lnn­
Liun, L"l'~ I?O;.;lt, &,:., as the fUllJS allowed. 'l',:I! c1t"'!.Y 'IV' re 
nIl" ur:.!erlt, a.nd did not press any g~neral ! i HI. P ';:'.0<;;'< in fllf! 
r,lI~ I, of G H '~Ulnl .'.l! I which they ',,1 W ",'1",5 dll]{J~ 1.111 t I' it.3 jJ'J .• (i', 

llit), w...tJ{cd in tnt,lpdiity,-fn:ly assLd'cU \ j(\t 1:'0 il"CL':;I'; "f 

the Church would 110t be lost si~\lt o!", ar.<t':~ '! t'/llI:). t-,or"1' 

~i.!,~.',: ;~~'I:~~~;J ~ r:~J ~'~~~~~~\i\~~ '::~)i,~\!:;'~e \a',l;, ~l~t,:~~ i::~ ~;,~~ . ,:~~(jU:i';>':.f il'~'I~; 
\'\1';1',: al r:;~; d, . .;':I'h<i.1 uf tllO:: prt)i)"r uHI;I,.,:i'~(" torn d,c I: til: WI:' 

'fhu5 llJ.llters "':ld(tll~U::d f(Jf ,:>.I"I'~ kn~I!1 d',irnr; uut Ii ;r:I',~ 

the lml,'!' P,dt of S,I' J ,::n (:,)JI):I' ne's fldmini..,rl'urj('11 tb~ pr')I"I' 

r;ty or turnif)~ the 1,(1,':'" to somt: ac,;nunt f.,r the ~)llp~"f[ of th,~ 

1.::"''-:'' hl:.d!:;,"1 Ihel:on::.;ueratiun Ilflhe S L"""\' Of::i11:,', " 

:l[)!J"(J\:; L 111 l(',C 1',) 111:'" of d ~p:.ltC;I'.!S whic:l ac,'(1 :'i):J.ny Illy L ",j 

lx,c:l\ ,~'s cl)r,t:-:"",,_I(~IL'c w;r,} His EXI~,;:il(nl''l tile Lieu:·:.,~rt 

GHCrtlLH'. IIiJeed ..,u.lIesl·~hcou's,:: IIU" beeline :rh'.:!.d.lfr:i, IF~ 

~1''''':j_H ",'; f'Jr diS ,I'j ijesty'.:i G,)Vern:ll~:)t haJ, by it'> late a'<, tin:,:!'" 

m"",~ Iii ~o,r)C JC"::I'"'~ W,;:l',l .Wn t',,} ,1 ,i nl),~ '1V~r!I.11;'''I~ 1'!,1 ; 

r,flh,_ mi:lIstels (.;:' the .:"10:,1" h that scanfY !":I,!, ,P't \~:IIl'h ItW'! 

had t.1I}))" I, allJ wlIl\:iI they L l,iilHle reusorl to tox:,·ct w'1.I:d 
hl:tv - eV'_f b~'_'n 'J'~jllul Wc::m, It \\'L";, Ih '1't'("'1~', but {] IHU'tfl t 

sen;lmPlit of justice whiC:h Impelled L",rJ (-iJdcrich to enj.lin ul" 

(,,) Sir JUll1i t;.,!:_1I1TC the rf'[1;Jrn inn of 1110; J{l~:::, t:,'l 5C':::Ulltl': in,~ 

p"'fllr"r1I~Ir[ mannf'r I:l tim3.11 ff '..-:' ld oflh..tt ll:',t'i',i'ln which 'In 

Aet of the British l'.tll;,ltll!'tH had <lS3UII::J to !lU,fiI fo:.- til 'IC sup· 

pr,rf. 
l\'{(deovtl'j the r~"u;t ofth~ negociatioo.!:' ... ince f:'n pr8J into hy 

In/"; Secretary "~t Slute for Ihe Colonies W\.;l I:~e~:; ),~I'::V f~)r I;I.~ 

I,rnp<l'! 1\1,.10 (If ihr G,13prl in foreizn :-'«115 bein,g only of a t: II, 

rl,r:'r:: 1I,llure, and irnjl:y'll!! the d,.,corrtiOllance of any Stl!al ;1'," 

In the :-'ll~c"'·;..,n!') of thr. Pr't'sl'lIlln('llr(\ .pnls, th~ Cc,lnni~1 (l,wrrrl .... 

t.1'~'1l \\'.1':> olJliged wllho.H delay to Ltl~,: ~uch I1H~.I'i'I!d ~i Illight 
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fn'\b~€ it, in ~o:n~ d~~r,~e, t,j 1!l >~t this al \nni'l~ C,Jnrifl.;o::ney.­
Tiley were a;",,) :"!!·:':~j·~rJ t'J t,\~~~ a-:livc S'C')5 in t:li') LJ~~lllf bl th.] 

CI" "":,Y Co)!':) If,ttI'") '!, 8.3 appears from the minutes of their pro­
ceedings on the 9th Fc~rurHy 1835 j-Oll which occasion the late 
L1rd Bishop pl"e3lrJ,J. 

T:l':'I'e WrtS 1)1) n~~:3~sily fIr c)~li'id(!rjn~ L)r,j G)d~rich's h!tf~r 
n!l 8uthIJriry or il')strtl,~tion in 3~o:,lr! "lee wi:h the r l'lir~m'!nli 

of the :B.h section of 31st G !'J:'~~ 3 I CI1.1;J, 31 ;-it is rather to 
fn J'~elll~d an 1'lj'.1f1tinn or f,ic!I,J1l a,l,tll"ltun no longer to post­
pone, unrI~r allY cit'~umslances, Joing sometlling toward, the 
permanent ei3tablishm~nt of the Church, To h'1.ve sent additional 
a'Hh0rity would have been sllperfi'JOllS, 39 the R'lyal Instructions 
alreLl']" 01 'tlti·Jne.J were, nnd SIIiI ur'\ mlre th to suffbient to 
CI}.lIJ~C his ~= ,: :-.. il.~ll'~Y the Lieutenant G );crllor iq Council to 
C)1I3[F,He alld erect F,trj'l')l~'" and l~'r.:orie') with cornpetent 
t:o,I'1 '1"·I~n'''' throu~holJt the wLJlc P:'IJVlnl>~, instead of the very 
S'lull number to whl,~!l they have b';i'n u,"d lill1 ,ately limited. 

[ would not p~e-"IH1P ~o ('(('[' any fur::,--r CX;):,w:llioo:; of the 
delay which O~C'I",'(~ ]1:1 J:arryin<; rll'> wi lnction, into f,(i~':ct, b"­
('1 J.le Sir J J!I'I CoJini"llt::: '" 1'1 til'.: CO'Jldr), ":':l.J ill-'ly b::: c ... , :y re. 
f. ,..,.1 t·· 

( i::nl.':, h'lW :\'~r, :!"1.1t Ih· I"Il ,~1" ofc'Jn;;ti!u\i:l:~ th-::::l ~~rl~i::; 

"I.!"> flO s'd'}"ll r,.,~'l: 1: i<.m , tJ Jr, r)1 t.i~ cOlitl"<UYl i[ ";J5 <l . ':I~ 

I!II)'~ IfI ~r."..:'l·':"""";; tn.it it W"l) r~~v:J.~ J oy \'1rio1l3 u,<.'li);)s HiYJIl 
[J)lllis of lL·;t·lll, afi '.'1,~JI as by the diffi.:U:II.~g :t:l·-:l,J/ no­

t;,..<>~; \)'I~ tll'tt, n-\·~I·th'!I~<':'}, much r'C()::",-~,3 \'1(1.;; Ol.t:Je i.1 ir, and 
all W-..I'> in LI.:t s'lb~' l.nliJlJy pX~~IJ:r:d LwfJce SilO J')::11 C'c,II;-I"~le 

had tb~ slightest IU:i.:IH,.).1 of JrI i.Hcn:l)lt to supersede him in 
his G:)~cr.lrn':nt. 

'7.1im t:li3 int i m1ti(Jn did at'rive, His E:cceltency certainly 
rn-: I, r·.stc,j an l1n~quivocal anxiety to lose no time in completing 
what had beer. n1'1,~1J more than begun~ and did hasten it as much 
O-J was i~ h:3 power. 

H:3 motives for !his were pr00ably, ill the first place, n/"lt to 
l~ave to .the p,ll.'er of chanr::e what he felf it to be his duty to ,:>8. 

(urr: and, in the next place, to avoid the appearance of kavin .. 
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c~ his successor the performance of an act which he might im~ .. 
gJne would, with some, injure his popularity. 

However this may be, I have no doubt Ih.1 Ihe measure In 

queslion is precisely Ihat act of Lieulenant General Colborne'. 
administration of which the remembrance will ever be tbe most 
satisfactory to him as a man and as a Christian, 

With respect 10 willt I find has been said by Ihe friends ofth. 
church of Scotland in reg[lrd to the ecclesiastical jurisdictIOn 
over other sects, which tbe ('nrj,-,wments of these Rectories has 
conferred upon the chur~b of Ell gland! it is not easy to unJ::1"' 
stand ho\'{ ~my llllmoer of persons residing ill this country cO','d 

prevail upon themseiv[,3 to express any serious apprehension!J 
on thut score. 

Parishes h,l';C, (.]f many years, bp.en ere~led wirhill tbe Pro. 
\ i dCC of Lower Canada under the same Act of P .. uliament, and 
ill the other coloni::s of E,·iu:.;h Norrh AmericR, in the \Ve,t fo­
dia h!:..nJ3) and in 2icw S,)uth Wales. These Rectories 1,\'1IiCh 

are now complained of, IUlve been (~!;JL\i::;\JcJ nearly two years j 
and the ex;}erience of the P,I';! and the obs~l'ntion (Ii' the r"ji''ient 
must have equally shewn that no pel'son ui tiny other I 

communitv has the s!i~bl~st reason to suprC-St; t!lat his civii or 
religious liberty, his person 0(' his pro')erty, will ue in any m,lol­

ner interfered with in consequence of thtse {' .. ' c:o, I, 's 01' endll'.~·­

ments. It is, in fine, P,1tt)1 iflll~ (hat the righfs n:' marriage, bap­
tism and sepulture are, by the bws of the PI'fH'I! I;f', common [0 

the teachers of all other denomina.tiofls with the c!er~y of ,I,,! 

church of England. 
Whatever, therefore, may have I,Pf'11 stated, it i.; v(~ry certdin 

that no such apprehension is, or can have been felt, 
With rcstJect to the Ia.nd annexed 8S on cndowm,::nt t it is in 

almost ever~ instance 811 insignificant fraction {lfth('lse t! 'sr::r".es 
to which the church of England in (bis PIOI:jWt: Ilns b. claim 

which ought to be regal'Jed as sacred. . 
In value it is sO small as, in muny places, to be cludly oc:C'epta­

ble to supply firewood, and in most cases, being wild and totally 
uncultivated, it will yield.. nOlhing wilil'!lot incurring a con~J(j(:~-
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HUle eXi)t~lls!:. Even ttat! very I"e:;l of the enJowmeuts yitlJ a 
,try trifling t;!!luIUmcnl, and will nol for a long time Ifluke up 
i.:tr the rifcet=n : celli recently deducted from the narrow salary 
llfthe It l {.'1(.ivt:nts. ludecd these endowments, looking to futurity 
when :Ile COUIlIrY will be populous and wel.t cultivated, can 
e..:arcely be anticipated in Rny instance to supply an adequate 
provision for the sustenance of an educated Minister of the Gas .. 

pel,llnd ought not therefore to hove raised the jealousy of any 
uudy of Christians. It must be further borne in mind that the 
~renler number of thc.se endowments consists of lands which 
Ii t\"C Lccu ill possessIOn orthe several Incumbents by liceflse of 
lJ\:I:U;,~tI.;"1l rtOfll their first settlement in th~ missiolJ \\.'j:illlllt no­
tice Of (> 'lfIf)itlll,;, aud [hat ti.,; only difference now is a greater 
:::"-:CUIHy of title. 

I 0,) not know that the establishment of the Rectories has coH­
ed forth the Id'L~,u,,:;,~ of complain! from any religious commu_ 
II if except fwltl tlici,CilUfCh of Scotlal,d, of whose Members it is 
re ll-l,lI:{"LI,·, tkL( th€ir illiberal and intemperate hostlluy fo the 
{·'loIr·'I, II t·: 1~1",,,i III t'l,':; Province appears to have rt>'talltl y- in­

t'f",l,Nl 111"("":),'11101:1 t J the ulljust u~:..:r(;<'':;ItJlJS willeh thf"y have 
nldJe lIpUTI h.~r rl;,'h!..;. tlnJ the COurl[tnance wh,c. Ihese H.~gres­

Slons II IVe U""X~lt'c:' 'Jly lI:l::u\",J, 

Even the U ,IIjl' of A "-i,:it.t):y after much discussion, oeca­
si.med chiefly uy the fh,~"f SIX IOt'lllbers bdolJgill~ to the Church 
(If 3"1)111\, U \ ... ·1 <l hi\'t· Sl'dISJ passed the following re ... olulion by 
a m,ljorl'Y of tll:1 [f"~II, 

"Tn,.;, :h." L{ \t)~" rt"':!:trd ... as i',\'i,-,:;Jhl ... (he lights acquired 
tr U"(I" tile P,llfoll'''' U'o' ''''hieh ~ectorie'i h~.\"c been ~ndowed, and 
, Ldr.nnl • hE'P:"i.)fc: eL!II'~r J(]Vlle or Silfl,:\IGtl any inlert~p'IJLe Wilh 
"I;,~ !"i,dB.'; thl.l~ f'~1:1IJil~hpd," 

l~ IS :rdf' o,nr',. re~',~utln:\s were passed dls3~provillg of Iheir 
f:~I,II,il~n~"'PI', IJl1[ :0 CA.:' III qllt'stioll 'he IJIHt:nls by widch they 

t: ·,. ... t;[IlI.-c! w,Jnld ha\oe I">P"I', IE, In31,V of the ~p~akers 
\'> .-.,\ ,1\l"rrrd, to ('1I.,rtld) and till'''' :tlt.: the tllk!'! 10 pH~i,e(l)' 

III recJpllulall()n I beg to slale '_ 



1. Th'll however sensible I/:un of the consideration of ills .:\1:J.· 
jesty's Government in making the reference which oec.sion. 
this report, I cannot but regret th.t, before submitting to the 
Crnwn Officers of Engl.nd a statement of a case which had led 
to their expressing an opinion against the legal validity of the 
Act which has been called in question, the same inquiry was 
not made, which it has been thought just and prudent toinstitute, 
before their opinion should be acted upon. 

2. That the case stated for the opinion of the Crown Officers 
most have conveyed to them clearly the impression that, from 
the year 1791 to the time of creating these Rectories, no authori· 
ty had been COllveyed from His Maje,ty through his Sec,et>ry 
of State, such as the 33[h clause oi the Statute Geo.3. chap. 31 
requires; that their opinion is founded upon this impression, and 
rests therefore upon t~l~ supposed non-exietence of an instru­
ment, two of which of diff\~l'cnl dutes are now before me, and are 
recorded in the procee'.:ll,;;-~ of the Executive Council of this 
Province. 

3. Thut this provision made fOi' Ipe resiccnl Clergy of the 
Establish~d Church, partial and insuffi.:ient as it unf0rtunatcly 
is, stands upon the express provisions of an Act ofPdrliament 
and the execution of a power given by the King in exact con­
formity to its enactment~: it cannot therefore Le destroyed to 
gratify the uncharitable feeling of any person or party j and no~ 
thing can deprive Ihe clergy of Ihe Church of England in Ihis 
Province of the rights thus secured to them but the over-ruling 
power of the same Legislature which conferred them. I nee::i 
not say t hat an Act of Parliament which should have that f J( 

its Object would be sl1ch an Act 83 never yel has dishonoured 

the supreme Council of the 8mpirc. 
I observe that the letter af L'Jru Glenelg sugg '~ts the possi­

bility, though itby no me&nsexpresses an expectation or desire, 
that 1 may be found willing to surrender, or to conCllr in sur­
rendering, voluntarily, the endowments which the King has hn­
nexed to Ihe Rectories. Happily, the provident caulion of P.r­
liament has not placed it in the power of any indidjual to be 



the instrument of so much injuslice, II is not in my discretion 
to make any surrender of tho kind. If it were, I believe it 
would not be necessary 10 assure anyone who is personally ac .. 
qlJainted wilh me, that I woulJ as readily surrender my Iif~. 

I have laboured earnestly for nearly forty years, thruugh good 
report and bad ffpod J in pro:noting the pettee and happiness of 
thIs Province, and ils c:::JchlHcnt to the Parent State. DUrillg 
more thnn ,:::rIY fOUl' veal'S ~A thut period [have been zealously, 
and I trust s:..:ccef;e,flllly, employed in prl)moting the cuusc of 
true religion, and in the discharge of the sacred dillies or a Cler­
gym'-lll, [:n" bavc l'l,:~ "Ll:y acted towards all OlllCr Christian 
C:enO(l.i·,1 ' i I,:; with a ClI:'j,,!icln q)irit, w:,i"h the respectable 
r'lrt!ll.J of them will readily a.cl~no,;.'i~Jbe, I am nowappruClch. 
ing the cvcnin~ cf my life, and aS~L ;'cd:y I shall never illcur 
the H'P!'OllCh (lfl, I'lil,'; sacrificed any portion (if the interests of 
1),1": rhlJ1Ch (0 '.'.'hich r ho.ve the 1:"'i?illC:;S to belong, in the wild 
hnp> Ilf conci!·.jT::J;: her enemies, or fiQIll the culpable Ur·~ire 

Ilf ttv"idin:: t:~~ unpopul::lli:y \':11'\ it seems to be fearrd, must 
PI: 'I,~: to Il.u~,:, \'.-Lu fairlY mo.intalll the rdigion of L~lr Sove. 
reign and of the British EiI'i")irc. 

1 have not Lil".d to no:;:e :11,,:' :r· 01 1.1:1" trnor ()f Lord G1(";­
nelg's r~ -~Il(ch, it is to be ir,; rl' J 11".t1: tlll~ pr~ti{ionel's in 111(> 'I,IIII~ 

of the C:ltlJr"i) of ::> .. ';bn0, hi1vC claimed for their Church 'he 
right to b~ tn{}'c:d in t:,i3 part of Ihr· (i.·h':UI's dominions, UP')fj B 

foc..tillf! I)f f"'( Ifr;~t rC]u:t!ity with the U,:lltJ CIl'Jl"ch of E '~::): 11 
and J,"jDU!. 

It is inoc,';::.L:: I., su!'i'ns .... that any nl1n,~wr of the rnli?fil.'"nr,d 
rr.colk.', {J[ tht' Chmch or B'~("'Ci.TjIJ ':-'111 have imposed 150 (.,d-Y0 

tlJeir own jll,J;melit as tfl bdicve, th 1: it \'.,iJ<; reserved fvr t ";"0 

or tl:\" .. f' Inymen in the Ls;i~! dtJrf! of a remote Colony, to dis. 
cover ri ... :J!S and r; :d~ :I'·n;, resulting fcom the Act of Union, which 
had e-,c.l[). d Cllflsir:er,:tir.n and notice in aU pans of the British do­
minions during more than 8 century, and which were never iu the 
contemplation ()f those who \';rre parties to {hat treaty. They 
cannot but be aWare thai the Art of V II i,~n did but protect the 
!i1:,b:s atJd pd'"II('geli of lile Church of Scotland within the 
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-Kingdom of Scotland, in express W'1fUS j Wfli!f', ill i ',n~l1::t~e 
Q<; cx~ressJ it g'FlflbJ ull the rig:lts nod rrivileg~s of the N.\­
tl.):lll Courch of [:H: E n;,irc, in every other part of the British 
dominions. 

T.1~V must, b~yond all q'lestion, know flnJ fecI, that the 
claim which they have originated in Upper Cdnada, to coo,,:ti ... 
tute of right a second Church E:;tabllshment in a Bmish Cv­
lOllY, is a novel pretension, at variance \Virh the principlr.s of 
the Constitution~ and not to be reconciled to the frcq']enlly de­
clared sense of Padiarnent, fl:om the lime of the Ullion to the 
present m )lnr>;'lt,~'O the acts of lh~ C )l/Bl'"m~nt, bl)th in the 
M.)lher C,Hntry awl ira th~ CtJ\onics, or to th~ un !,>,-;'urdill; 

whi,:h II \s q.I\V :,".; tl!i Pt";'/J.:!c::J ,J I ti!l~ r ;;,11 in all p:n!s of Ihe 

E npife, 
A'll th~re Cd"} b~ as little q I,~~:im th~t tn')' m 1,t 1,,:H'p. been 

er..'3e,.!di'1~ly surpl'j;;ed 101 ~h"'! f.l.:iiry v."h \ ~,' il th"!y t:ave been 
/:ii,il1'v"d t·) a,lv.l:\"', s;.~,) ;r,; ":":), ifl prdC:'I)":\Jn~ lid, CI[I,\:I,'" by 
th;, (;l':1<.;ti:1H;'J~1. bV h,,,t'!'>1/ by lu.v, (II oJ' ri' :;;;1)11; lllli \vni.:!~, 
wh~n til 'yare· '\r:';,:,! t 1 tl~('i,' f~11I c'{;;:nt, Inlb: J,:od 10 I l,l!,lca 

(') 1~'JSil>n, ,HI'I t,) U!l5dltic lh'~ (;{~'~~·:ii l .. ~tI~J,l elJ.!'lilil):J cf the 

T;le error \vi!l !v~ rf',rr; :;'1 .. -1 '\' :-1~.\ it i<: p.::,.l l \iH tOl I:::.''''' In reo 

m', J1l it, .lnd It ",,'!1I b~ r'll 1 I ;h ,t r.1.: \'/ Jil ' ; ';":1·11 .. j tJ:"ll,~:pl J 

of the Con'itilUlitvt h:1v,~ h '~'f 1-:;.; ,lied fH fie p'lrpO-'t: L/ P'H" 
suing ',',b,l' Wlil tUft) ru to.l L..l :I..!l lhi;)~ :1 H fl \\:. ,~or li 1~'I'....lr 

CUljt,,,",!. 

1 remlJin, I'-I' B 'rtl1rC:l of the !.;:~r_·:: ,'ft I L.:i'.y, 
.y <J'Jr Hj~', :;1 .101 .: ~ D. c' d.' I H!ld ,I·:v .! ,~,j 8~~r":'(I', 

J<.Li:' 3T,~_'l.·-;,LL:. 




