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TO ALL WHO MAY CONDESCEND TO REAU 

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT. 

t;.ENTLEMEN, 

I T is not with a view to provoke or ai'ouse the 
angry passions of such as may entertain ideas different fwm 
mine on the subject that I address yo~, or from any desire 
I have of wounding any man'sfeelin!l;s who is honest and 
sincere in his professed attachment to his country: nei· 
ther do I wish to increase the difficulties now subsisting be· 
tween our government and that of Gl'eat-Britain; nor am 
I destitute of im honest regard for my own mother coun· 
try, which I believe consistent with truth and reason. My 

. partiality in favor of England is quite natural : I was born 
and educated under that govenunent ; I professed the same 
form of religion w.ith his Majesty, and whic\l was establish
ed the national religion; I n~v¢r took up arms against his 
Majesty, or encouraged others so to da, ~Iia:lough in the war 
with America I was nat reconciled, believing it to be un
just and cruel. I also believe that the same unjust and 
cruel disposition remams in many of their ntlers unto this 
day. That men of reading and observation have had suffi. 
'tient opportunitY' to discover tIus by their conduct towards 
America since the peace, I do not question; neither do I 
~oubt but that all such arc satisfied in their own minds that 
it is really so ; but there are many, it is to be feared, who 
shut their eyes against the light in the political as well as 
in the religious world; and who, for party purposes, deny 
the truth and hold up errol', and thereby deceive the sim
ple aull unsuspicious who confide in them for correct infor
mation. I therefore avow my motive for writing on this 
subject :-It is for their sakes who are thus deceived. 
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As to myself, I am perfectly well satisfied '"ith tile con

stitut1011,and with both the present and the l~t administra
tions o.f the national government, notwithstllndmg we haTe 
h,f: a:, cmb.lrg-o, with provisions to catry it into effect, and 
a non-intercourse w';,ich w~; denounc'ed, worse than the em
bargo. These great mtional measures have been loudly
reprob"tcd-but what of all this! Is'thcre no way in ",hid. 
'He m"y LL ly account fol' th,ese things ? Yes, replies one, 
I canaccoulit for'tllem ; itwas our lx1d rulers. who, with
out :my cau<;e, brought these difficulties and privations upon 
tlS. StOlp, my friend, this is not accounting for the difficul
ties at all ; it is only attributing them to a certain source as 
tLc' cause of them. Pcrhaps you may by investigation find 
out a cc,use forull those difficulties without any imputation 

, to your rulers. Vi'it'h a view to this, I began to write·: I 
purpose treating the eu1lject-tmder this impressiOn; and if 
my remarks should come befOTe the public, they must De' 
their own ju4iges how far I have succeeded, and' wherein I 
l1ave come short. The subject is a serious one; at leas~ 
It IS so to me, ," To criminate the innocCllt or to clear the
guilty, I hope I shall not attempt: bllt who is lie that 
would" not rejoi~e, if, after a fair statement of facts, it evi
dently app'ears, that our mlers instead ofbrmging difficul
ties upon us, have done the best they could to save us fro~ 
thosc difficulties. 

Let us now enquire what our rulers have done in order 
to preserve the natiun in peace and prosperity. In the 
first pLtce, I would observe that France and England, for 
these many years past, have been determined to take all 
possible advantages 'of cit'cumstances in order to oppress 
each other. This we have seen in the instance of France 
assisung America in gaining her independence-not ou~ 
of love to America, but hatred to England. In the second 
place, let us recollect the conduct of England towards 
France since the revolution in that country tQOk its rise, 

I and hel'e we discover, that notwithstanding their oppositi?n 
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to the· Pope and Popish religion, when both the (fIle and: 
the other were in danger of being exterminated by a just 
vengeance* for the innocent blood which they had shep and 
caused to be shed; when the Popish priests who were al .. 
ways devising mean's for the destruction of the protestants 
who dwelt amongst them-I say, when those bloody men 
were about to receive their just deserts, England interpo
sed, by herifieets and armies, to support Antic/zrist,t which 
she had often declared the Pope to be. But what had she 
to do with the French nation 01'1 this occasion? Was it ever 
known that they espoused the cause of protestants agains~ 
papist:;; ? No, by no means ; they would not, even though 
it were just. But we see England, although it was contra
ry to her creeds, to btlr Sunday prayers, for the downfall of 

• "Vengeance is mine, I will recompence saith the Lord."
That the power of the kings and priests of France were abso
lute, i. well known among all nations, and that this power was 
exercised by them, over the peaceable inhabitants of that country 
merely fOI' dilssenting from the pope,,is well attested by history. 
Thousands of the protestants, for no other. cause, were butcher_ 
ed by them 10 the most cruel and barbarous manner possible., 
without respect to age or sex., and always by the specialcom~ 
mand of his "oUnes&, the pope, or under his, controle; such cru
elties were resented by the English gO:\lernment, their minis. 
ters wrote large volumes to prove that. the perneti'ators coullt 
IIOt escape punishment, that vengeance woulcl most certainly 0-, 
vertake them, and the just judgqlents of God fall upon them fol." 
thf,jr wickednesa. am1- that their arm of power would .oon be· 
broket;l in piec'es by H 1M' unto whom aU men are accountable,-. 
This <"Yellt was most cel'tainly anticipated soon after the revolu_ 
tion i>.egan, and is now in. some degree effected .. 

"f My Eur()pean brethren know very well, that t·his appellation· 
bel!OHlgs to the pope, accOl'di ns' as the ministers· of the church of" 
England explain the scriptures, you know he IS represented by 
them to be the beast·and. j he false prophet, and the church of." 
Rome to. be the mother of harlots, YOll also know that the iOv
ernment ha~ enjoined it on the ministers to uae the forms of' 
prayers which they have establ'shed, Rndamongthoie to bit used 
every Lord's day we find de'lll1;Jciation against ,the pope and 
popish religion, an~ Deity invoked to Qverturn bQth the one and 
the otber. Now ids nut fill· me to say whether this be I'irht or 
wrong, the thing iR, whetber the English are consistent in pray
ing f()I'.~heit· downfall, and wh'en tbi. ill likely. to strain ever! 
nerve tosapport them. 
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Popery, to her goverr,111ult and laws, and to the protestant 
interest in gencrdl, from some motive esponse theirs; and 
indeed tl.e events that ha,-e taken plac.e since that period, 
fully demonstr "te th.,t her motive must have been corrupt 
from tre beg·illning. At this time there was nothing to 
provoke her resentment, exc.ept ~s has been observed that 
France had assisted:!' America to g"in hel' independence. 
But this alolJe was suffici\"llt cause. They had not forgot
ten the plans they had formed and the stratagems tiley had 
laid in order to subjugate America; but that, through the 
interposition of a kind Providence, and aided by France, 
they were obliged to renounce their unjust and cruel de
sigl.ls. These t;,ings ought not to be forgotten by Ameri
pans-they .ire not fOq;ottfll by Englishmen; and in my 
or-inion, by keeping them ill view we may easily account' 
for most, it not all of ttj~,t desolation and destl'Uction which 
-4lS a fl()ocl lLth overspread the cOlltinent of Europe from 
that time to the present. If Great-Britain is so implacable 
in her res~ntment tow.ircls an c,uxi,j. 1'y,' what must it be to
wards the principal? If France, yea, the whole continent 
of Europe, hath 5ufferecl and now suffer chiefly by their 
means, "ncl in c.onsequence of the revolution and the cir~ 

• That G. B. had other motives arising from various consid
erations beside~ this I make no dOllbt; but whether any other 
was equal ~o thls in magnitlid~ I scruple to believe. Yet what
e'. f'1' resentment she might feel on this account, or bowevel' set. 
tled in J.el' determination to take revenge when an opportunity 
cH<:rcd, at (his t;me she \\":t5 doubtful whether it was expedient 
in her present eil'cl1m.tances to take an aethe part therein, 
'Ierl,:e it was that aftet· stJeJ:gthening herself hy alliances with 
l'l'l\ssia, Au.,tl'iu, Spain :wd 1I.e Pope, and persuading them that 
l"el igic.n was in dang-el', and from other considerations, at last 

.prc"a,:ed tlpon them Lo decl:tre war against Fral:ce and she 
';{C.uld 1'{ ,mhurse them. Her conduct at this time was so pro
v(.king; to hel' enemy, that no pains have been spared since then 
1.0 tU;'n t'le ;:"tl01.S, ar.d t(ll'm :tn alliance against hec·. Thus 
lie>' c they exeJ-ted t!J<'If,r.elves in opposition to each other, b,Y' 
which means th« whole continent of Europe has been and still 
is in commotion, and thousamh of pOOl' souls burl'jed inlot,Uc 
world of spirits to gratify ~hejr ambitioll. -. 
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elutlstances attending it, how GlTI Americanh'easonablyex
pect to be enti~ely free from difficulty of any kind? 

Having premised such things as I judged necess<l.lily ~on
nected with the' subject, I shall now attend to the process 
of those measures auopted by both France and England, 
which have, been imd still .,re just cause of complaint. .!"\fid 
i~ orde'r to do this fairly, I Shll1 rake Jibedy to observe, that 
'after the arinies of Great-.B~ikin had been driven flut of 
France, and an hope of conquering her 111 the oldinary way 
of warfare was exhausted, England devised' the:' neW' and 
cruel mode of 8tarvation. * Every revolutionary American 
kqows thiii: -when any cow1try is the seat of war, subsistence 

. becomes dHlicu)t, They have gone through sucb scenes, 
and can recollect- the time arid place whim a crust of brown 
bread was very 'acceptable, In these circumsta.nces) how 
hard healied the wretch must have appeared whQ would 
have snatched the morsel from their trembling hands, and 
then laughed and exulted at their distress. This was the 
situation of the French peopl~,in consequence of their coun
try being the seat of war: and not ha ring the me!Jns of 
'subsistence within themselves, they were obliged to look 

, for it from another quarter. 1'he Am~ricans, as well as 
others who stood neuter, posses5ing a surplus of the necCilS
sa~ies of life which they wanted, and no doubt sympathising 
with them in their affiict'ions, and also desiring to carry 
their produce 't6 the best- market, 2.ccordiqgly cleared for 

• French ports; but the English, who were straining ever~ 

~ This could o,nly be effectf'd by keeping them so im'oh:ed by 
land that they could not cultivate tbe gl'ound, and by destrfilyillg 
tbe lawful commeJ'ce of all nations who were nilt at wal" wilh 
them; and having the whole centinellt In their favor, whicb she 
thought sufficient to effect the first, while theil' fleets should bl'! 

,parcelled out in every diJ'eetion to execute t~e second By these 
means the French wer~ brought into straighteJ1ca circI!mstal). 
ecs '; provisions were very scarce, and consequently deal' ; the 

_poor were sutfedng 011 the account. Their c.rics reacht'd Great. 
,Britatn. and heland; contt·ibutions were made, and sent over by 

. p\~opel' persQns, 101' their relief, and ther~by they w~e delivered 
j'rom the cruelty of the devise in the eli.treIl1e,. 
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uel've to crush the French, would not suffer them to...enter 
their portsy thereby violating the rights of independent neu
tralnations, as well as the dictates. of hum~ty, only froma 
spirit of revenge against the~r enemies. Thus circum stan
ced, what would be natural to any nation? It is said," hun
ger will break through, a stone wall:" but the French 
were encompassed by the British navy, which was worse, 
far worse to break through; because it was certain they 
were watching the motions of the. neutrals in every quar
tel'; and although they might possibly eScape some, it was 
hardly practicalitle to elude the vigilance of the whole. Yet 
they made the attempt, and succeeded, at least in part. 
You no doubt remember when wheat was from two and an 
half to three dollars per uushel in Albany: J f you do not 
i'",member it, it was the case; and the French fleet was 
the:' 1D New-York, waiting for their cargoes; in order to re

-turn to thdl'sufferillg brethren. While 011 their way, how 
anxious must they have felt for their 'safety, having fathers, 
mothers, brethren and sisters, &c. waiting, longing, and yet 
fo~mg their safe return. This ~ppears as similar to Ja
cob's sending his sons dowjJ to Egyp~ to buy corn, as any 
tilJng I have ever read or realised. Both had to go prepar
edto fight their passage, and both were very uncertain of
the event. 

The Berlin decree has been justly complained of, as 
hostile to neutrals; but the foregoing fact, which was prior' 
to that decree, is hardly mentioned. Great-Britain had not 
even the shadow of a decree* to screen her from that just 
resentment which e'.'ery honest man must feeI.in such cir~ 
cumstances : her power to control .her· enemies, and tAe 
world, by :;ea, was her decree. Although. the absurdity of 

. When the above was wtitten, the author had no klJowlertge 
or 1 e:llembrallce of the orders in council of January 9, 1793, by 
v, !lich '.,1\ velisels bound to France, and .l:-.rlel with corn,. meal dr 
fivt!, < Were, ;f taken, considered lawlill prize; r,nd anotberoxi
del., r.;vltncil, Nov. 6, the same year, to stop and detain aU Vei
~18 c,,;, .~ ilJg provisions to the colonie~ of Frauce.. --
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thk pr?p?~i~o~ i's so glaring thfl,t it cannof be' hid, yet some 
llave ,been so hardy a~ to venture its vIndication. In order 
'to retaliate on:th~ English for thi!,' and similar conduct, the 
Berlin ,decree WnS passed :, but what efficacy was t,here in 

,paper decrees, when not carried into effect? The French 
'were not able to e?force tl~eir decrees, 'and the English 
knew it very well; but yet under this decree, they might 
pick up afew vessels, whether English or otl1ers, and have 
~ome s~ow' at Jeast of defense for their conduct. 

It Ilas been frequently argued, that tlle orders in council 
were issued in consequence oftne decrees of France; but 
I cannot think so, because befure either were issued, 'tIle 
English admirals, captains, and underlings, had done just 
as they pleased, when they had opporfunity . For instance, 
they impres~ed our men, regardless of thd'r govemment~ 
'which had promist d to protect therp ; they had forced them 
into their service, <lod a' the ,point of the bayonet obli~ed 
them to fight and plunder both 'their own neighoors and kin· 
dred. But they have done even worse thim this: they kil
led Pearce, as though th~y wished to convince Americans, 
if possIble, that they were still their implacable enemies,-"I And they have not stopped here. Shortly after, and very 
unexpectedly, they attacked one afoul' national ships; sev
eral me" were killed, others were wounded, ancI others . 
were carried off prisoners, and all as unjustly as can possiJ 

hly be conceived of. If such is thfl wickedne_ss of Great
Britain towards America, while she is constantly holding 
out the olive branch, and using every mean to conciliate 
them; if they are so far lost to all that is esteemed honest 
and honorable, even among barbarous natiQns, that they 
will treat t11eir best friends as though they were their worst 
enemies, and in a state of warfare, what is to be expected 
of them towards their avowed and open enemies? 

N ext fon~w tile orders in council. You will here please 
to observe three things: First, the killing of Pe,'rce ; tllis 
WilS di~vowed by the murderer's goycmmentl but l\ftcr a 
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sham trial he had his sword restored to him, and wa.!' pro
moted to greater honor, for his meritorious conduct in kil
ling an American. Secondly, Berkley was recalled from 
his station at Halifax, for ordering the attack on the Ches. 
'.\pe~ke, (as they say) but how can we believe them thatthi. 
small satisfaction was the real cause, when, Thirdly, in a 
few weeks after, they issued their pernicious orders in 
council! Was this measure calculated to make repal~<ltion 
to the Americans for the unparalleled injuries they had 
received, or to heal their wound!> by convincing them of the 
sincerity of the British cabinet in disavowing the conduct 
of their servants? Most certainly not; but quite the re
verse : and Americans might have been convinced at that 
time what the conduct of that government would be to· 
wards them. For myself, I was convinced, and I have not 
been deceived. I had full conviction, from the orders in 
.ouncil and the insultillg language of their minister, Rose, 
that they meant to drive America into their meaSUl'es, if 
posl>ible. I said then, and I say now, that Great·Britain 
never intended to make reparation for the attack on the 
Cllesapeake, or for any other injury, unless compelled to it 
in some way or other. She knew that war was dreaded bt 
every American as the worst of evils, and that they would 
endure almost every thing rather than engage in the shed
ding of blood. She has long been jealous of America, and 
fearing her rapid growth, and consequently strength, both 
by sea and land, and remembering how she had deprived 
berself of the advantages arising from the tracle of these 
states, .as colonies, and fostering an idea that something 
might be done towards bringing them back at this time
under these ilnpressions, I make no doubt, the orders were 
passed. But some will say, that this could not be ; Great
Britain has had no idta of bringing the United States back 
to their colonial condition. But if she had not such an idea, 
why did she presume to tax their produce) if exported to 
her ports, making this tax payabh: L>1to her own treasury, 
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a1t~r unlading for that purpose and paying a heavy bill of 
e~~ense consequent thereon? before pennis!lion. CQuid be 

_ obtained to relade; and after all this trouble and expense, 
they must purchase a Lieensc from the British government, 
~efor~ they could proceed on their voyage. Is not this 
,\Vorse th~l any thingtlzat, government attempted to impose 
en us while we were colonie~? Wa~. the Sta~ft .!let and 
ot.herd.u#~s then laid upon us half so degrading? And 
wollld.not sU!Jll~is~ion to ~hese ord~rs degrade Ame.~ca be
~~ath what they were when colo~ies? Most certainly.
A.ndare you disP9~~d to submit once more-to bow the 
knee to his inost Graciou8 majesty,-George the third? No, 
l'cplies a good old revolutionary veteran; I have f04ght 
and bled to gaill th~ ind.ep,end~nce of my, country, and I will 
again shoulder my musket and- take. tbe field in support of 
it. The libertieli Iofiave assisted in acquiring,' I bequeath 
as a sacred gift to my pOl[lterity, and may they long possess 
\yistiom and virtue ~uffici~nt duly t~ estimate theit' value. 

Well, but, replies :rom.e one, cannot we avoidgoing into 
English ports with our produce, and thereby keep clear of 
paying taxes; duties, Ike. &c.? Yes, you may decline going 
into their ports, but' what then? W-hy by virtue of those 
orders, you are a ,lawful prize, if taken, merely for disobey
ing tOOse orders, without any possible way of escaping 
from the loss both ofsh-ip and cargo. This is a plain state
ment ofthe case, and Mr. Canning, the British minister, 
will·not deny it. How·then'can any man whB has Ameri
can blood in his veins, and values-the independence of his 
CQUntry, apologize- for· these or·ders ·when submissiop to 
them destro.ys his independence! 1 ask, then, who caD se. 
riouslybclieve othuwise-than that Great Britain has in.eve1'Y 
respect mani£ested.an.,unfricndly .disposition.towards us.
Who is tbere among us who CaD.recur. to umes and circum. 
stances tJ:tat have.past ..... who .rem.embers their Obstinacy in 
refusing to give up the west_ern posts agreeably to their 
stipulations by tleaty, and the el'ort of CaI!leton, Govel1lor 
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of Canada, by!Jis speeches, to set' the: murdero~sa~ag~, 
on GI.ll' hacks-their ruinous depredations oti o,uy com.' 
merce in '98-the murder; of Peai-ce; whose' death is yet 
unatonedfor-their late attempt again to set thtl s.wagea 
upon us-the attack on the Chesapeake? an~, the m\l:derot 
our men in that attat:k-and above all, their attempt to in
sult and humble us by their orCiers in cbun~h :-1 say,who 
is there amongst us (British agents' and jlurti8ana and old 
tones excepted) who can calmly vie~ all these, repeatlllIat. 
tempts to injure us, .and yet 'believe tnat' Great-lJri.iaih has 
.any friendiy disposition towards us, or that they seriously 
intend making us any r~p~rati6n for injuries they ha,ve done 
us? . i~'" . • ". 

Being thus sit~at~cl as itt~spects Great-Britain, and not 
very differ!mtly ~i~uated with, respect to France, by tile de-

o' ,r., . , 'I,' . 

crees of Bonapal·te; deprived of oui- iuiutJ:al rights, and 
even our indep'endence as a nati6r{ thr~at~~ed, sometl\4lg' 
to maintain the' honor and safety of the nation, Was nec~ss;r~: 
ry to be done., W,hft'~he!l could be done.Which wuul~<lt 
the same time pre~erve tne hOI)or and safety of ~hJl.n~tion,: 
and yet pe conciliflwry towards our e~e~e,s:,War : has', 
been'the ruin of the nat~ns, o~ Eur.ope,' and if we frequent., 
Iy embark in it, it will also prove our ruin. Great-Britllin,~ 

by her wars since the reign of William,ana,Ma.ry,a perioQ; 
of about 100 years, has, involved herself in debt: to the a
mo~mt,of more than two thousan!L.mil~0Ils of dollars; ,and 
her ,SUbjects are now groaning under the,almqst,insupport.: 
able burthen of taxes which' are yearly rai5ed-t~ pay ofl'theJ 
interest of that, debt. Holland" Spain, and many .other) 
states of Europe are not much.better circumstanced. The' 
immen.se expense ,of our war with Britain is not ye_t,'f~rgot-: 
ten. It cost us more than three hundred ,miHiona,ofdok 
lars. Feace, the~ is the path that weoug1htto pursue;ifwsf 
can consistently with our honorand'indep~ndeil(.fe!~ aodliO.! 
-611~ rulers belie~ whel'!. they sa:w no alternative but tofigbdl 
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eur 'Way, by-war, in our trade abroad, or to keel) our citizen'S 
and property at home by an embargo. The measure of the 
embargo was calculated to convince the world that we wish
'ed for peace, notwithstanding all the'injuries that had b~en 
heaped upon us. To this measure there Qas, however, 
been a great opposition, as tllere has to almost every tnea .. 
s~:e of !he Republican administration. ,AIl those in oppo~ 
sltlon have nevertheless been at a loss for a substitute for 
the,embargo; and when pressed to propose ol;le, some of 
the most unbluspingadvocates for Britain, propolled thftt, 
we should treat WIth h~r 'on sl;lch terms as she would be 
pkased to !tHaw us ; that is, to submit to her impositions, 

. upon us and go to war with France in order to l'epel her 
aggressions. Such propOsals might suit a tory very'well; 
but to' 'wlii!1a, to those who view Britain and France with e~ 
qual indifference-who value the peace, honOi', and pros
perity of their own country, and who have no blirid partiali
ty t-o. any other, such proposals could only be received. wi!:h 
abhorrence and detestation. . 

How long we may be suffered to enjoy the blessings of 
peace, we cannot determine. The political horizon is dark 
and portentous. England, it appears, by her late attro
dous act of perfidy, in disavowing the negoti.itions entered 
into by her minister here with our ,government, seems c,s iII 
disposed toward us as ever. By that same act of perfidy, 
too, sh~ has relieved herself fl'om the distress which our 
embargo and non-intercourse laws had thrown her into;, 
as she has now become supplied )Vith cotton,. provi;;ions, 
:arid other articles which she wanted extremely, and has' 
also been enabled to glut our markets with her goods and' 

, m;mufactures,; so' ~hat she C,iU now hold out in heriniqui
tous course a whiltdonger. Wi~h France, it appe.ws' tllat 
o,ur minister there, together with the French minister,. is 
forming a treaty; but whatwilJ be the reiult of it we {:an-
not as yet conjecture. '),~.".&: .~ .. '_"c.' ' 

As Jproceed, it lJeootpes necessary, however unpleasant 
it JUay b(!, more fully to' notice the late conduct of tj)e Brit
ish, and state the particalats of their ct.is~lVowal of the nego
thttion entered il"!to by their ministet' here.' Ti,i& i~ an e
vent which stands, and probably eyer will stand wi.lhout a 
parallel in the history of l1"tions. ' 

Last, spring, ~r. Erskine received instrucions from his
government, that hi.s majesty was disposed ~o ::.ettle!;U ttif-'. . B" 



t 14 ) 
iereBces then subsisting between the two governments, and 
to make ample reparation for the injuries they had done; 
but more especially the attack on the Chesapeake, and that 
if he found a similar disposition on our part, he should make 
.tl'l"angements to carry the same into effect. Accordingly, 
on the 17th of April, last past, Mr. Er:ilkine opened the ne. 
gotiation with our government. His propositions were weIJ 
received. Every thing succeeded in due order,in the name 
of his gO'lernmen~, until he had given the most ample assu
\'aoce tb', reparation should be made, and that the orders 
in cm:;.:,cil should be withdrawn, so far as respected Ameri
ca, by th;') tiOnth day of June, last past. In return, and at 
the request of Mr. Erskine~ OUT government pledged itself 
that the non-intercourse act (which had just passed) should 
be withd.,'cvvn 50 far as respected Great-Britain on the said 
tenth of' June, last pal>t. The business of negotiation on 
those points being thus amicably closed, the President of 
.the Uci4!d States gave notice t1aereof by proclamation, on 
the 1 £Ito, ton-ether with the official documents that passed 
..on Cle occasi,)n. American~ not suspecting either the 
ministei' or his gOH!rnment, were highly gratified, not only 
becalfe the minister had acknowledged the efficacy of the 
measures ~~' hich 0111' government had adopted. but because 
they '1'.'tsYic.l for peac() on jUit Ilnd honorable terms, and 
.they no' .... ' hoped it was securoo. With this prospect, Fed· 
eralists took. a new stand : before it took place, their cIJ 
was" non-intercoursc worile than embargo ;" but now it 
" .. as a ~lutar1 measme, and they were the cause .both of it 
;md the adjustment wi'lch had taken place in conl!equence. 
of it! T his IV" 5 a great m ,sttlry to republicans; they could 
lWt account for it: .hoy.' men, who had frequently declared 
that Grear-Britam never would make propositions of peace 
to America. at least, till the president's proelamation pro
hibiti.ng the~r IIrmed ~hips coming into our waters should 
~e repealed, and by a steady and violent opposition, both in 
t;.;e national as well as in several of the particular state gOY. 

f2Dments, had dona ail they possibly could, both ~ reta~ 
\he progress of negotiation, and to render our ruler! odious 
in the (;.teem of the people-that they should ste~ forward 
ahd declare, "we have succeeded (dS instruments) in lay
Ulg a foundation for the return of peace and prosperity tfJ 
atu: in.iured countrr. 
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1 say this was more than was expected, and mOl'e that" 

could be accounted for on any principle hitherto ex.plored:,. 
except this; that the leaders of that party had been in the 
habit of misrepresenting truth, and propa~ating error. To· 
prove this, I need only refer you to their public speeches, 
letters, anel pamI-hlets; read Mr. Pickering's speech in the 
senate, his letter to Governor Sullivan, withmanyvindica
tions by other hands, to wit, Messrs. Bayard and Hillhouse; 
in the senate. In reading, mark well the constant inunda. 
tion ofinvective, pouring forth in torrents on theheadtl of
departments, especially the president and secretary of state, 
charging them with dishonesty, partiality, duplicity and hy~ 
pocrisy, and all their adherents with worse, if possible; and 
yet, when by their honest and upright per.severance in right 
principle~ they had achieved a laurel, (the confidence of 
the .people) and well deserve to wear it on their. bl'OW
those self ddmirers, -although f;onscious that they, h§lil 
justly repl'obated themselves from ~.ny, even the least de
gree of right to claim in the affair, yet we see them in their 
usual vaunting manner, impute the whole to their pntriotic; 
exertions in opposition to the general government! Their 
pride, supported by self will, would not suffer them 10 yield 
to conviction. 

The next step which they took to deceive the people, 
and rob their rulers of their confidence W<lS, that the same 
propositions made by Erskine to our 'government, h~\d been 
made by Rose eighteen months before, and that our gov
ernment had rejected them; but as Mr. Rose never made 
any proposition to our government, they were easiiy de
tected and refuted; besides, by their folly in persisting to 
support what was in itself insupportable, they exposed 
themselves to contempt and ridicule. But since all hope of 
conciliation on the ground of Mr. Erskine's propositions is 
vanished, and honest Federalists as ·well as Republicans are 
mourning on the same tccllllnt, as this c!evolvement cannot 
be .imputed to our governlllent, but must certainly rest be
tween the foreign mlniste,r and his government:, Let us 
repose a just and reasonab~e confidence in QUr rulers, that 
as they have hitherto watched over the interests of the na
tion with unremitted as&iduity, they will continue to use 
their best endeavors for our protection and safety; I doubt 
Dot but they feel anxiously concerned for both, and they will 
not be wanting in ~iving timely notice of every e;-cut in 
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which the yation is interested. As a prel'ude t~ this, we 
have had the Pt'esident's proclamation advising, that as the 
order~ in council were not repealed on the tenth of June,. 
the non-intercourse which was suspended on these condi
tions, is now in full force, as though such stipula.tion had 
never taken place. Here is full proof of the union subsist
~g between the prescnt and former president ; and I hope 
his good ft·iends will not fall off on this account,jor he iutill 
a good jr:daulist. . 

\Vhel'ever the cause may originate, we find .ourselves 
thrown back on the former admini~tration, having no bet
ter prospects than we had last winte;·.* That Mr. Erskine 
should meditate such an event, is not reasonable. As an 
Englishman, he would not deceive his cGluntry; as a gen~ 
tIeman and a scholar, and as competent to his high station, 
be could not be deceived, especially as he had abundant 
time to know the mind of his government on those points 
before this; ~ll1cl further, the propositions embraced nQ 
more than they had said they were willing to do, except the 
.rescinding ofthe orders-in council .. 

I ask, then, how could he be deceived in 50 small a mat
ter? I don't believe that he was either deceived or mista
ken, but that he did exactly as he was instructed to do, and 
that all those who arc his enemies will yet shrink from the, 
imputation. ... . 
. . It appe,lrs very probable to me, that Mr. Erskine recei
ved the pi'Opositions in the form in which they were deliv
ered to our government, and that he did no more than copy 
them. This has been suggested in the English parliament, 
where they have likely before? this time ascertained the fact.,' 

. • T\lat G. B. intended playing tricks with our gov~rnmcnt is 
·]lOW Bell~eyident; by, comparing the demand of Rose, with the 
conduct of the cabinet iii disavowing Erskin's.propos,itions leaves' 
llO room for hesitatidln; .in this glass we see clearly'th3t their 
boa~te4 national bOllo~ is now \"~ry low, .and that if they cannof 
avall the'mselves of the temporary advantage which they may 
gai? by fraud ill one way, tbey will tl~y another. 1:bey founu to 
tbelr satis~actiofl that Rose was not the man, that his character 
steod too low in the esteem of our government to be a proper 
tool to work with on this occasion, they therefore lay him aside. 
and appoint a man highly e,steemed both in his own, anrI in this' 
eountt·y; they also vary their mode olproceeding and with great 
SUbtlety concelll their re~l and premeditated design. 
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Should this be su'.:l~tauttated befOl'e one monUI, by ofFiclai' 
dQcuments,-how mapy of,our Americans will believe Mr . 
.Bayard, where he says, '" Engiand is ,at our enerny, nor 
does a necessity exist to make her so." Perhaps Entrl,md 
has .overshot the mark fm' once, and gone farther tha';; she 
intended ;' but will this help the matter? No ; for she can
not go bac1~.wards if it were for her interest so to do. This 
you have seen in t1\C revolution, and de11end upon i:., y6u 
will see it again, as' far as her power extends. It is often 
said England does not w-ant to go to WaI' with America. So 
it was said by many before the rcvolution; but they found 
the ~oiltrarYl and you would find so now if she were pos
sessed of the means: this is all'that saves you from her ar-
mies as herctofore. ' 

Again it ;is said it is for her interest to be at \ peace with 
AmerIca,' ,If she thought so, we should have had a treaty' 
before this time, bilt the fact is, she cannot be at peace ; it 
is contrary to the possibility of her existence. vVithout 
the plunder of war, she cannot. exist; by this she has been 
supported for many years back, and when no longer able to 
support herself in this' way, she must inevitably fall. Her 
apologists in this country know this, hence they tell us she 
is fighting (or her existence. But what do they mean? J s it 
that other n~tions will not suffer her to be in peace? No, 
tPey know better; they know th,~t her fleets must be sup
ported, and this cannot be done unless they are in motion; 
and being in motion, war in some kind or other is their ob-. 
ject, and that frequently on their friends. Instance the ta
)dng the Danish fleet and the bUl1ling of Copenhagen, and 
the ,attack on the Chesapeak.e, ordered by Admiral Berk-' 

,ley.' Each of these'-were unprovoked ang unprecedented, ~ 
yet premeditated, which' plainly proves, 'that they ~anTlOt" 
(or.ifyou had !'ather) wiH'not be ",t pe'ice. If such bcts , 
can be overlooked by Americans, through an over-we<;oing 
partiality~owards a power whose tender mercies are ~nOW!l 
to be so cruel, what will awaken them to a sense of theIr 
danger ?But it is said these wet'e not the.acts of govern
ment: The first was expressly so; and the last, by being 
ordered by her servant in a highly important station, be~ . 
came. so, f<]r the ,want ofTeparation being made for the ag~ 
gres51On. ';-- , . 

This that government has now u~terly refused to do, thQ' 
. pledged to the performance by their minister to our gOY: 

- 112 
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emment in the most formal and solemn manner. Should 
this act of the basest p'::l"fidy fail to affirm our fears, and to 
I'econci~e us to the pl:ecedent measures of our owngovern
ment, our situation v .. ill be deplorable indeed. From our 
own government do we derive the means {)f our salvatiGu. 
Cease to SUppOlt that, und we may cease to hope for safety. 
And shall we hesitate in a matter so obvious and interest
ing? .Is any thing dearer to Americans than their rights as 
freemen? And shall these rights-be assailed and destroy. 
ed by any haughty and overbearing power, without an hon
est struggle to maintain them ~ "The.bloodof our fathers 
shed for freedom, forbids the ldea," C11.es every honest A· 
merican from east to west and from north to south. "'\v c 
are reaely, and will support our rights at every hazard, but 
pow shall we do it ?" Let me answer, support that.govem
!l:c-nt which guarantees to you all the rights of freemen; 
and you uo thus most effectually uphold the rights you so 
Jeal'ly prize. There is no room for suspence. If the peo
ple ha,-e any rights, being undeJ: whatever kind or forID of 
gm'ernment they may, they are secured by that govern
ment, ai1d 111 trying times it is peclliiarly the duty of every 
honest mall to stand or fall with it. The above being gran"l 
lcd, the question again returns," What acts shall I do for' 
the support of government!" In answering this highly· 
important quesdon, permit me fir!:it to. advi6e in the nega
tive "What you ought net to do. And nrst,you ought Dotto 
indu1ge in unwarrantable jealousies of yo~l\' rulers. This. 
is a great and prevalent evil in our land; but it is unjust 
~nd cruel in the extreme~ Second, you ought not to con
.delllQ thc:ir meas'ures before you know the causes which 
pl'Oduced them, aod without which causes those measures. 
·lVo~14 never have existed. This evil takes its rise from 
the foifuer. Disliking the man, we dislike his deeds.
This was the principal cause of the clamor again sf the em
bargo. Those who llijld opened a credulous ear to the slall
lIlers heapecl upon Jefferson, disliked him, and every meas
ure he recommended was wrong of cow'se. :But the issue 
has justified the. policy of the measure, and shown the wis
doro of Jefferson in recommending it. Tbird. The voice. 
lilfpatriotism, of interest, und 'ofhQIlOl' ferbids you to des-

, }lise the authority of your government, or to encourage the 
violation of its laws. 1:Iad these three negative duties been 
fulfilled for two year.s past, we shculd long ago hayc.beep 
I:l:stor~d to O\l,r usual ~rosl?erity. . 
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In the nextpl~ce I would obs~rve, that after havingbi 

your suffrages raIsed men to take charge of your nationali 
concerns and to preside over YOUl' destinies, YOlL ol'l.ght· tclo 
support them in their official and in their private characters<. 
by ev~ry means ctmsistent with truth, henol' and ~lOn€sty. 
If thIS be not done, you throw embarrassments 10 their 
way which, in difficult times, have a ruinol!ls tendency. If' 
. they have to contend, as in the present case, with gl'eat and 
powerful opponents, in the same proportion as opposition is, 
raised to them at home, will a perseverance in opposition 
to them be encouraged from abroad. The instance before 
us is a striking one tQ iilustrate this. position. 1£ Great ... 
Britain had fcnmd uS'all uI.litedand determined to support 
our rights; lf she had not been encouraged by a host of 
adherents here, de·pend on it she never wOl.1ld have perse.., 
vered in the steps she has. taken. But she has found us di
vided at homet and she has IDl'med hopes ('Vain hopes, I 
$'USt) that by means ofthis division, she can effect her sel
fish purposes. In republics, there is no time in which the. 
arm 'Of its rulers ought robe so strong as in perilous and 
difficult times. :Ancient Rome was so sensible of this,. 
that in such times a Dictator was. chosen who possessed ab
solute and, despotic pewer over the state until the trQubles 
and dangers were over. I am not contending for a dicta-· 
torship at any time in oW' government ; but this I will say, 
·that in .timeslike the present,every honest man ought to . 
. .step .fOrth and protect and aid his gQvernment in its meas
ures. But alas! to our shame be it spoken, very widely· 
dii'erent from this has been the ~onduct ·of but too many 

.. amongst us. ToolJ)any have stepped forward to vindicate 
Gre~t.;Britain, and criminate onr own government. Pick
trittg-, and many other British partisans have had the hardi
hood to tell us to our teeth, that " Great-Britain has done 
us no essential injury." Almost every petty merchant 
Who imagines that his success in retailing stay tape and 
buckramdepemls on the manufactures of Great-Britain
every despicab!e'dililtaI't who f~cies that aU wki~h: enobles 
lmmun nature IS ttl'te dressed maine coat of BI'lush man
'~facture, were ·loud in their invectives against our govern
ment for. not truckling to Britain; and' when the news 
reached us, at the last election, that Britain, through her 
minister here, had at last concluded to do us justice, these 
r;ume ere.atlU'es were loud ~ vcc:ferous in t~eir ~atio~ 
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that she had offered us the s:une terms of accommodatioA 
more than I B months before, and that our government, 
through stubbornness and attachment to Frimce, had refu
sed to aceept them." A liar who belies, and there?y be
trays, the M!!hts of his own country, is the mo~t desplcable 
wl'etch on earth. Thanks to Heaven, these hal's are now 
confounded in their own inf:lInY ; for so far does it appeal' 
fl'Om Britain's offering to treat with us on terms of justice 
and e'luul rights, in fulfilling the negotiation. of her m.inis
tel' here, (fot' those same liars have, by theIr declaraw;ms, 
vit·tually acknowledged that these tel'ms were no more than 
what we had a right to demand) that they have preremp
toriIy declared they would treat on no such terms with lIS,. 
and thut theil' minister was not ~lUthol'ised to offer the same. 
Do you not recollect the cry that was lately l'aised by these 
miserable creatures that Jefferson was a bad man; thatthe 
same propositions had been offered to him by Britain 18 
months before ; but that l'vIadison was a good 111.un, and a 

federalist, and therefore he had accepted them. 

FELLOW-CITIZENS, 

There is a set of men amongst us who once possessed 
power, which they abused, and of course they were strip. 
ped 'of it by their masters, the ~overcign people. These, 
men have long wished for a war with Fl-ance,ill order that 
we should be obliged to unite more closely with England. 
so that English JlrinciJdcs, and of course the English form 
of government, shoul:! become better liked, and more fash·, 
ion able amongst us. At the head of these men' stood a 
'----.vhose death has been as deeply deplored in Eng
land as it W',\S amongst the federalists here. These same 
men had for some time the cunning and address to man· 
age anel hoodwillk the late President Adams; but he at 
last c1is:overed their real designs; he abandoned the meas
ures they had chalked out for him, and drove Pickering, 
one of the principals, from office, ,md from his confidence. 
These men hwe fallen from an emineJc-e. on which they 
once stood; and conscious that they c~ never rise again, 
on the merits of their own principles, and conduct while in 
power, they have constantly endeavored to bring odiwn 
upon the reilU:),ican administrati011S of Jefferson and Mad
iS~lll, in hop:;s that by r • .ising an incessant cry against them, 
\lIeit' own dcmcrit~ wouid bt; the more easily for~otten~ 
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Ally one,' however, who closely inspects their conduct, and 
perceives the inconsistency of their declarations at one time 
compared with those made at another-who perceives how' 

, they can wriggle and twist and distort' themselves mto al
!ilost every shape, to gain the favor ,of the people; and in 
short, :"vho perceives that at bottom their le;tders are aris

.tocrats and monarchists at heart, who could,wink as edsily 
and composedly at the t1'eason of a BU/'r, or the project of 
a dismemberment of the Ne~rJ-England states from the UIJiOnf 

as they can at every imposition the British have pl'actise'd 
on us; such will, with me, be convinced that these men 
are unworthy public confinence, and ought not to be trusted 
with the concerns of the nation.' , 

Notwithstanding, however, that we have detected so ina
lly oftneir falsehoods, their absurdities, and their deviations 
from the duties of patriotism, VI e are wi1ling to admit, that 
such corruption of principles is confined to a few, and that 
thegreat·body of the people aJ e honest and silicere in their 
prqfessed;attachment t9 their country and government, and 

': that they will give such demonstrative proofs of the same, 
as shall' convince our enemies that they have princi pIes and 
judgment of their own which they will exercise indepen~ 

, dent of any British or other partisan or emissary £lmongst 
us. ' -

The precepts of the gospel teaclf us to believe that the 
severest aispensations of providence aTe blessings ill dis
guise, in as ,lUuch as they are fitted ultimately to pt'omote 
our happiness. May not this be said with much truth of 
the late arrangements with,and the disavowal by the Brit
ish government? - The former has irresistably proved the 
impartiality of our government, and the latter as strongly 
evinces the,little justice we have reason to expect from the 
British ministry. , 

'Our union am6ngourselves is-infinitely more important 
than the frowns or favors of the whole foreign world. It is 
onfy fr~m our own divisions that we have any thillg serious 
to fear. 'Cltiler events may expose us to temporary incon
venience and injury; but so long as we remain firmly de, 
terminecl to support out own government, we .111ay 1'lUgh 
at . the' dangers that. beset us. They may Impede our 
.~rowth, but cannot destroy it. -. They may embamu;s oW 
~usrry, but caIUlOt Grush it, 
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Thel'e is indeed. great truth in the adage, that adver8{fy 

!8 tile 8tllool oj Greatne88. The oak would not strike so 
deep a root, or sustain so extensive a superstructure, but 
for the stdrms of Heaven that beat upon it. It may be es· 
sential to the cultivation of our virtues, that we should feel 
the effects of vice, and we shall best appreciate the advan
tages of justice, by experiencing the evils of injustice 
inflicted upon us by others. We shall learn to respect 
ourselves, and set a due value on our situation, by 
comparing it with the wl'etched condition of other nations.. 
We shall form a virtuolls national character, and cease to 
worship every thing foreign.' , 

In fine, we shall know the value of our rights, appreci .. 
ate the inestimable blessings of civil and religious libertYf 
and realise that it requires as much vil'tue and wisdom to 
preserve, as it did to acquire them. 

The following is a statement of the prir..:il,al orders and 
decrees of Britain and France which have violated ollr com~ 
mercial rights as a neutral nation. 

The first hostile measure against this country since the 
peace of 1782, was a British Order ofC-ouneil cf the 9th 
Janualy, 1793, to stop and (letain for examinanon aU ves
sels laden with 1lO!1l, flour 01 meall bound to France;
and by an order of council of the 6th of November of 
the same year, to stop and detain all vessels carrying pro
visions to the colonies of France; the resuJt of these meas
ures was that CongrC;ss passed a law at that time authoti· 
sing President Washington to lay an embargo at amy time
during theil- recess, and continue the same till aftcl' their 
next meeting, in case he ·should deem the measure neces-
sary. An embargo was accordingly laid by him rbut in a 
few day!! after MI'. Jay arrived witla the treaty which was 
afterwards adopted, and of course the difficulties with Great 
Britain were settled for that time, and continued so for e
leyen years j when most of the articles of that treaty expir
ed. -

All that is necessaty to be "bserved is; that at that. time 
the embargo was thought to be a ·proper measure, (be
cause it was enacted by ftderaliBt8) no fault was then found 
,~ith the law, because it gave the President the sole, exclu
~lve and absolute power oflayillgthe embargo and t:lking 
It off when he pleased. What a chlmor would have b~eu 



( ~3 ) 
raised by these same federalists, if stlch powers had been 
vested in President Jefferson. 

The next hostile measure against Ollr commerce, was 
·also on the part of G. Bribin ; by a proclamation dated the 
16th May, 1806. The coast of Europe, from ~he river 
Elbe to Brest was declared to be in a state of rigid block. 
llde; and of course our vessels were intel'dicte4 the trade 
of that length of coast u:1Ger pain of condemnation.and fol'~ 

, feiture. 
The only blockades l'tcognised by the law of nations, are, 

'wpere the entrance to particular jlOrt8 is made dangerou8 
by forces actually before it; but a blockade of all the ports 
.of half the coast of Europe, by mere proclamation when in 
fact not a single port 11C1'haps i.n all that distance was legally 
blocked up, was as absurd as to pretend to blockade the 
whole earth; and was, on the part of Great-Britain, a most 
.\\Iljustifiable infraction of netltral rights. 

Thc2.bomtn<lhlc injustice of this measure excited the 
attention of Bonaparte. His minister, (M!'. Champagny) 
remonstrated with our minister at Paris, (Mr. Armstrong) 
upon the subject-who assured the Frenchman that our go
vernment were very far from acquiescing in the measure, 
~nd that they had I'cmonlitrated against it, but to no pur
pose. -" \Vell then," replies Bonaparte, " if Great Britain, 
in cai'I'Ying on her warfare ag3inst us is to be suffered to 
violate the law of nations, we will follow her example and 
avail ourselves of the same weapons"-and accordingly, 
in the true spirit of retaliation, Bonaparte issued his cele· 
brater! Berlin decree of November, 1806; declaring the 
whole of Great Britain and bel' dependencies in a state of 
blocl{ade. The French government assuring ours at the 
same time, that this decree \lhould not be cnfoiTcd to our 
in jUl'Y; nor was it ever enforced against us until neal' II 

rear afterwards, in the case of the ship Horizon, which was 
condem11ed undel' it a few days pl'CViO\LS to the Brstish or
Qel'sin couTlel of Nov. 1807; which were issued as a pre
tetIdedrctalu.tion upon the Berlin decree, although the 
British govel1lment was fully informed of the &,position of 
the French govel'i1ment to except us from its operation, md 
before she could possibly have obtained any informatlOD;' 
of the cQndemnation of the Horizon. 
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These orders of Novend,cl, 1807, prohibited nil Am~'fi

C<.°n COll:U:Cl'l{, with ,·ny Europe;.n POlt ['()Jll "hich the 
BI'iti::h fl.,;.'" W.,s excluded, ulltler p,·.in of condemnation, 
~ lcS~ C"j'l i~\1 .n) l.!nct:t' I:'ri~i.:/l liCCl/.,"8. . 

But in this me"sure tl.c flagl" nt inju-;tice ~n(l incon
sistenc,y of the B,.itig'l ;::()\'CrDment, is most glarinp:ly exem
l;lii'.ed. For she enc!c<'\'l,rul to siience CUI" ("ompl"ints and 
remonstr~nces agw.nst her violations of m.tional bw and 
neuu',"l rigLts. by prete :lci;j~ that her only resort was to 
derri ,'e her enemies of the Lenet;, 'of our commsrce-and 
yt"t she was very willing li:at that C()l.llI1lITC should be 
cat ried 011 UllClu' ii':cnccs purchased from h~r. . 

Then folloll',"(l tile ~ ~jl ' .. 1 decree of December, 1807, de
claring every vessel L\viul prize, that had suffered the vis
it of "II English vessel, sabmitted La an E.nglish voyage, 
or l~· .. id duty to t],e EIl:.!Jis:l i'0Y~rnnl{'nt; and also every 
yes~<:l coming fronl G. HI :teun 01' emy of her colonies. 

Then followed the Bl'itbh ~,cts of parliament of 1808, 
for c~rrying into e.c('lltion the 01,:("1"5 of coullcil of 1807, 
imposin;.;" a ta..c up0n A 111(:1 ie-H) produce allowed to be I'e

expOllcd to the continent, under s:,id licrncFk, of two shil
lings and sixpen<.e ,tc rJir:j!', on evel y hundred weight of 
tob.lcco ; two shilJin!s per pound on in('lgo; St yenteen 
shi!iin;{s and six pence on every Luudred weight of pork; 
nine pcnce per pound on cotton wool; and on all other ~r
ticles not enumel .. ·.ed in those acts, a duty of 40 per cent. 

TheIl follows the B"yonnc clecree of Aprii, J 808 ; which 
.:;ul juts wi American vessels [ounel on the high seaS since 
tb,? elU):mrgo, to capture and conderrulCluon. 

F I."vIS. 




