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ANNALS OF AMERICA. 

§ 1. Introduction. § 2. Breaking up of the cantonments at French Mills. 
§ 3. Affair at La Cole mill. § 4. General Wilkinson su~pended. 
§ 5. March of Brown's army to the Niagara. § 6. Holmes' expedi­
tion on the Thames. § 7. Situation of affairs on lake Ontario. § 8. 
Attack Qn the towns on the American margin of the lake. § 9. Cap­
ture of a British detachment at Sandy-bay. § 10. Burning of Long 
Point. . 

§ 1. THE war with Great Britain, during the two first 
campaigns, was productive of no evt:nts which materially al­
tered the situation of the two countries. With sufficient occu­
pation for her troops in the European pt:ninsula, and with every 
nerve strained in bringing forth her pecuniary resQurces, for 
the support of her allit:s in Russia and Germany, Great Bri­
tain was unable to make any effectual impression 0n the United 
States, and could not even have preserved her North American 

, provinces, but for the raw and undisciplined state of the Ameri­
can forces, and the want of knowledge and experience in their 
commanders. But, amidst aU the reverses that attended the first 
efforts of the army of America, the native bravery of her sons 
was sufficiently apparent. The events even of the first two 
campaigns sufficiently proved, that nothing but habits of disci­
pline and able leaders were wanting to convert this rude mass 
into a body of warriors, not unworthy to defend the soil of free­
dom, and .to carry vengeance against the most powerful ag­
gressors upon the rights of their country. 

While the army was thus acquiring discipline in the fields of 
Upper Canada, and in the pathless deserts of Ohio, the repub­
lican navy had an apparently still more difficult task to perform. 
Having annihilated the navies of El:lrope, in the course of a 
twenty years war,.. Britain was enabled fearlessly to cover our 
coasts with her thousand ships of war. The n~vy of America 
was an object of ridicule with the British nation, and it was 
confidently predicted in her legislative assembly, that in a fl.!w 
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short months· the " half dozen fir-built frigates, with a piece of 
striped bunting at the mast-head" would be swept from the 
ocean. Nay, even the forebodings of our .friends were but 
little more favourable. What could a few frIgates and sloops 
of war effect against a fleet, which had succeeded in break!ng 
down c\"ery naval power in the world, and who could exclaim, 
almost without an hyperbole, 

" The winds and seas are Britain's wide domain, 
" And not a sail but by permission spreads •. to 

But this arduous task was undertaken with undaunted firm­
ness, and the result was as brilliant as unexpected. Frigate 
met with frigate, and fleet with fleet, and the flag of the con­
querors of the world was repeatedly struck to the infant navy 
of the rude republicans. To hide the disgrace, the enemy was 
fain to claim kindred with those they had affected to call a de­
generate and outcast race, or to resort to the more unfair and 
. mean subterfuge of des1gnating as" seventy-fours in dis­
guise," the same frigates which they had had numerous opportu­
nities of examining, both in our ports and their own, and which 
but a few months before they had laughed to scorn. The Bri. 
tish vessels were also made to undergo a metamorphosis, but in 
an inverse ratio to that of the Americans. Their ships, brigs, 
schooners, and sloops were converted into gun-boatst, in the 
futile hope of tearing the wreath from the brows of the noble 
Perry, whose modest demeanour and hwnane conduct was 
such as to extort the reluctant applause even of those who sub­
mitted to his prowess. 

Instead, therefore, of being confined to our ports, or swept 
from the ocean, the litde navy of America visited every sea, 
and everywhere unfurled her stripes and stars. Nor did the 
coasts of the mistress of the ocean escape. Vessels were even 
captured in her own narrow seas. 

Meanwhile the British navy was employed in the vain at­
tempt of " hermetically sealing the American ports," or in ha­
rassl.ng the coasts ?f the ~hesapeake ·by petty marauding ex­
curSIOns, whose prime object seems to have been the burning 
of farm-houses and oyster-boats, or the plundering stock and 
tobacco, on this extensive and defenceless frontier. 

But by the occurrence of one of the most wonderful events 
in this most wonderful era, the war was now to assume a very 

• British Naval Register. 
t See the proceedings of ~he court martial on the trial of' captain Barclay 

in the documents at the end of this volume. ' 
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different aspect. . Our republican institutions were destined to 
undergo a fiery trial~ and the hitherto problematical question to 
be resolved, whether a free government, which derived its chief 
strength from public opinion, was capable of sustaining itself 
single-handed during a conflict with a power possessed of ap­
parently boundless resources, and whose armies had just re­
tUJ:ned fro.m "c~n9uerillg the. conq~t:rors. of Europe," and dic­
tatmg an IgnominIOus peace In tht:lr capital. . Nor were other 
unfavourable circumstances wanting to darken the cloud which 
hung over America at this eventful period. The treasury, one 
of the principal sinews of war, was nearly beggared by the tem­
porising ,policy and ruinous expedients which had been resorted 
to, and the policy of the enemy had succeeded in draining the 
country of its circulating medium to such an extent, as ,to in­
duce a general stoppage of specie payments by the banks in al­
most every section of the country. Perhaps a more interesting 
period of American history never occurred than this crisis 
presented_ 

9 2. The main body of the American army on the Canadian 
frontier, remained inactive through the winter in their canton­
ments at" French Mills. Preparations, however, were early 
made for the opening of the ensuing campaign; and towards 
the middle of February, after having destroyed their temporary 
barracks, and the major part of their boats. the army marched 
in two columns, the one under general Brown for Sackett's 
Harbour, the other towards lake Champlain, under general 
Macomb. General :Wilkinson remained one day behind for 
the protection of the rear, and then followed Macomb to 
Plattsburg. The march of both columns was unmoleste~ by 
the enemy. 

§ 3. No further movements were made until the end of 
March, when general Wilkinson, learning that general Brown 
had marched from Sackett's Harbour against Fort Niagara, 
determined upon attempting a diversion .in his favour. He 
accordingly put his army in motion on' the Odelltown road, 
and, entering Canada on the 30th of March, advanced against 
a position occupied by the enemy on the river La Cole, where 
. the British had fortified a large stone mill, and erected a block-
house and other defences. . 

An eighteen pounder had been ordered forward to effect the 
destruction of the mill, but it broke down. and after being repair­
ed, the only road of approach, through a deep for~st, was re­
ported to be impracticable to a gun of such weight. An opi .. 
nion prevailed with the chief engineer, and several of the best 
informed officers, thft an iron twelve would suffice to make a 
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breath . but after a fair and tedious experiment, at a distance 
of only 'three hundred yards, it was discovered that the battery 
could make no impression. 

During this cannonade, which was returned by a sloop and 
some gun-boats from Isle aux N oix, several sorties and des­
perate charges were made from the mill upon the American 
battery; these were repulsed with great c~olness by the cover­
ing corps and the whole body engaged dIsplayed the utmost 
gallantry ~nd bravery, during the affair. The c~nduct .of cap­
tain M'Pherson, who commanded the battery, IS partIcularly 
noticed by general Wilkinson, who also states that he was 
ad mirably seconded by lieutenants Larrabee and Sheldon. 
M' Pherson and Larrabee were both severely wounded. 

Finding all attempts to make a breach unsucceiSsful, . general 
Wilkil1son withdrew the battery, called in his detachments, and 
after removing the dead and wounded, and every thing else, 
fell back, unmolested, the same evening, about three miles, to 
Odelltown, a small town just within the Canada lines. 

The force of the British at the position of La Cole, was re­
ported, from a source on which reliance might be placed, at 
2500 men. That of the Americans is unofficially stated at be­
tween three and four thousand. A small part of this force, 
however, was actually engaged. The loss of the Americans in 
killed and wounded on this occasion was between 80 and 90. 
That of the British was 10 killed, 46 wounded, and 4 missing. 

~ 4. This inauspicious opening of the campaign, joined to 
the failure of the ~xpedition against Montreal the preceding 
autumn, threw a great deal of odium on general Wilkinson, 
and he was shortly after superceded in the command by gene­
rallzard*. 

~ 5. Meantime general Brown, after remaining for a short 
period at Sackett's Harbour, put his troops in motion towards 
the Niagara frontier. Expectations were entertained that he 
would immediately drive the en~my from his position in the 
American territoryt, but these expectations were disappointed. 
During the spring months, tranquillity reigned uninterrupted 
along the whole line of the Upper Canada frontier, save by a 
few partial encounters, which shall be noticed in the order in 
which they occurred. 

~ 6. A. small force, consisti?g of about 180 rangers and 
mounted mfantry, under captam Holmes, was dispatched by 

• General Wilkinson's trial wi.ll be noticed in a subsequent part of this 
,,:ork. He was honourably acqUltted of all the charges exhibited ap"ainst 
Ium. .. 

t Fort Niagara. 
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lieutenant-colonel Butler, the commander at Detroit, against 
Delaware, a British post on the river Tham.es. This de­
tachment had set out with artillery, but the state of the country 
presenting invincible obstacles to its transportation, it was left 
behiDd.. By these means, and by sending back die sick to 'De­
tro~t, Holmes' Jittle force was diminished to about 160 men. 

On the 3d of March, intelligence was received, that a body 
of the enemy, nearly double his force, was descending the 
Thames, one half of whom were regulars, and the remainder 
militia and Indians. Holmes immediately retreated a few 
miles, and took an excellent position on the western bank of a 
creek, which ran through a deep· and wide ravine. Captain 
Gill was left with a few rangers, to cover the rear, and watch 
the motions of the enemy; but hardly had the main body en­
camped, before they were joined by the rangers, who had been 
driven in, after exchanging a few shots with the British ad­
vanced corps, in a vain attempt to reconnoitre their force. 

During the night of the 3d, the British encamped upon the 
eastern heights, and next morning succeeded in drawing cap­
tain Holmes from his position by a well-contrived stratagem, 
which, had it been skilfully followed up, could hardly have 
failed to eventuate in the destruction of the American detach­
ment. Fortunately, however, this was not the case. At 
sun-rise the enemy exhibited a small and scattered force on 
the opposite heights, who retreated, after ineffectually firing at 
the American camp, and the reconnoitering party reported 
that the retreat was conducted with precipitation, the baggag; 
left scattered on the road, and that, judging from their trail and 
fires, they could not exceed seventy men. Mortified at the 
idea of having retrograded from this diminutive force., Holmes 
instantly comm~nced the pursuit, and resumed the idea of at­
tacking the enemy's post. He had not, however, proceeded 
beyond five miles, when his advance discovered the enemy, in 
considerable force, arranging themselves for battle. 

The stratagem of the enemy being now apparent, captain 
Holmes instantly took advantage of the blunder -which they 
had committed, in not throwing themselves in his rear, and 
thus placing his detachment between a fortified position and a 
superior force; and happily he soon regained his former posi­
tion. Here, placing the horses and baggage in the centre, 
he formed his troops a-foot in a hollow square, to prevent the 
necessity of evolution, which such raw troops were .incom­
petent to perform in'actiQn. Holmes thus calmly waited the 
approacfpOlfthe enemy, in defiance of the murmwrs of his men, 
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who were unanimously in favour of a retreat, thinking it mad .. 
ness to engage with so superior a force. 

The attack was commenced simultaneously on every front, 
the militia and Indians attacking from the north, west,· and 
south, with savage yells and bugles sounding, and the regulars 
charging up the heights from the ravine on the east. The latter 
bravely approached, to within 20 paces of the American line, 
against the most destructive fire. But the front section being 
shot to pieces, those who followed much thinned and wounded, 
and many of the officers cut down, they were forced to aban­
don the charge, and take cov.er in the woods in diffused order, 
within from 15 to 30 paces of their antagonists. The 
charge of the British regulars thus repulsed, they had recourse 
to their ammunition, and the firing encreased on both sides 
with great vivacity. The American regulars, being unco­
vered, were ordered to kneel, that the brow of the heights might 
assist in screening them from the view of the enemy. But the 
enemy's cover also proved insufficient, a common sized tree be­
ing unable to protect even one man from the extended line of 
Americans, much less the squads that often stood and breathed 
their last together. 

On the other three sides the firing was also sustained with 
much coolness, and with considerable loss to the foe. The 
troops on those sides being protected by logs hastily thrown to­
gether, and the enemy not charging, both the rifle and musket 
were aimed at leisure, with that deadly certainty which distin­
guishes the American backwoodsman. Unable to sustain so 
unequal a contest, therefore, and favoured by the shades of 
twilight, the British commenced a general retreat, after an 
hour's close and gallant conflict. 

Captain Holmes declined a pursuit, as the enemy were still 
superior both in numbers and discipline, and as the night would 
have insured success to an ambuscade.· Besides, as the creek 
would have to be passed and the heights ascended, the attempt 
to pursue would have given the enemy the same advantage 
which produced their defeat, as it could be passed on horse­
back at no other point; and the troops being fatigued and frost­
bitten, and their shoes cut to pieces by the frozen ground, it 
was not possible to pursue on foot. Captain Holmes accor­
dingly returned to Detroit. 

The American loss, in killed and wounded, on this occasion 
amoun~e~ only t? a non-commissioned. officer and six privates ~ 
the British offiCial account states their . loss at 14 killed' 51 
wounded, 1 missing, and 1 officer wounded and taken. Two 
of the officers were killed, and the' same number wounded. 
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This statement does not include the loss of the Indians. The 
whole American force in action c::onsisted of 150 rank and file, 
of whom, including the rangers, 70 were militia. The British 
regulars alone were from 150 to 180 strong, and the militia and 
Indians fought upon three sides of the square. 

§7. On lake Ontario, the British still preserved the superi. 
ority wpich the addition to their squadron had conferred on 
them the preceding autumn. Measures, however, were in ra· 
pid progress at Sackett's Harbour, towards placing the hostile 
fleets on a more equal footing. A handsome ship, rated 44 
guns, and carrying 58, was launched on the first of May. 
While this vessel was on the stocks, an unsuccessful attempt 
was made by the enemy to blow her up. The boats employed 
in this enterprise were discovered by the American guard. 
boats in the bay, and were forced to fly, after throwing their 
kegs of powder overboard •• 

• The following is a correct view of the rival squadron .. during the 
greater part of this campaign. The Superior was launched in May, and 
was not ready for sea till the end of July. Commodore Yeo again acquired 
the ascendency towards the end of the season by the addition to his squa­
dron of a vessel, which was commonly designated" \he big ship." ·The 
contest on this lake seems rather to have been, who could build the 
fastest, than who could fight the best. 

Briti8h Squodron. 
FORCE. 

Ship Prince Regent, sir J. L. Yeo, com. O'Connor, captain, 
Princess Charlotte, 

S8 
44 
25 
24. 
18 
18 
16 
16 

Montreal (late Wolf), -
Niagara (late Royal George), 

Brig Star (late Melville), 
- (late Earl Moira), 
- (late Sidney Smith), 

Schr.-, 

219 
Besides the above, there were about 20 heavy gun.boats, and two or 

thr~e small-schooners mounting heavy guns. 

~merican Squadron. 

Ship Superior, Isaac Chauncey. com. 
Mohawk, John Smith, 
General Pike, Jacob Jones, 
Madison, Wm. M. Crane, 

Brig Jefferson, Charles G. Ridgely, 
Jones, Melanet. T. Woolsey, 

.. Sylph, Jesse D. Elliot, 
Oneida, Thomas Brown, 

Sehr. Lady of the Laket, Marvin P. Mix, 

Rate. A. Force. 
- 44 58 

32 42. 
. 24 28 

20 22 
• 18 21 

18 21 
- 16 18 

14 14 
1 1 

225 
t Thil vessel il a ball pilot· boat builtschooner fer a tender and repeater. 
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Commodore Yeo pursued a similar policy to that which g~­
verned him the preceding summer. As long as he was manI­
festly superior in force to Chauncey, his Heet ruleq the lake; 
but nothing could induce him to hazard an engagement, when 
the force of his rival was nearly equal to his. Duringthat part 
of the summer, when this was the case, he .lay snug in Kingston 
harbour. This is by no means said in dIsparagement of the 
British commander; for every circumstance shows that this 
was the wisest policy, and perhaps the only one which could 
have saved Upper Canada. 
~ 9. On the 5th of May the British naval force under sir James 

Lucas Yeo, consisting of four large ships, three brigs, and a 
number of gun and other boats, appeared off the village of Os­
wego, having on board seven companies of infantry, a detach­
ment of artillt!py, and a battalion of marines, under the com­
mand of lieutenant-general Drummond. This post being but 
occasionally, and not recently occupied by regular troops, was 
in a bad state of defence. It was garrisoned by about 300 re­
gulars, under lielltenant~colonel Mitchell, who had onlyarriv­
ed a few days before. Lieutenant Woolsey of the navy, with 
a small body of seamen, was also at the village, and as soon as 
the Heet appeared, the neighbouring militia were called in. 
About one o'clock the Heet approached, and 15 boats, large and 
crowded with troops, at a given signal moved slowly to the 
shore. These were preceded by gun-boats, sent to rake the 
woods and cover the landing, while the larger vessels opened a 
nre upon the fort. As soon as the debarking boats got within 
range of the shot from the shore batteries, a very successful 
nre opened upon them, which twice compelled them to retire. 
They at length returned to the ships, and the whole stood off' 
from the shor.e for better anchorage. Several boats which had 
been deserted by the enemy were taken up in the evening, one 
of which was 60 feet long, carried thirty-six oars and three 
sails, and could accommodate 150 men. She had received a 
ball through her bow, and was nearlv filled with water. 

At day-br~ak next morning the Heet appeared bearing up 
under easy saIl, and about noon the frigates took a position di­
rec!ly against the fort and batteries, and opened a heavy fire, 
whIch was kept up for three ~ours, while the brigs, schooners, 
and gun-boats covered by theIr fire the debarkation of the troops. 
The Americans were now forced to retreat into the rear of the 
fort, where two companies met the advancing columns of the 
enemy, while the others, engaged their flanks. Lieutena~t 
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Pearce of the navy, and some seamen, joined in the attack, 
and fought with their characteristic bravery. After a short 
action, Mitchell again commenced a retreat, which was effect­
ed in good order, destroying the bridges in his rear. Indeed 
a retreat had become necessary for the protection of the stores 
at the falls, 13 miles in the rear of the fort, which were sup­
posed to form the principal object of the expedition. 

Early in the morning of the 7th, the British evacuated the 
place, and relired to their shipping, after destroying the fort and 
those public stores which they could not carry away. These 
stores were not important, the most valuable having been de­
posited at the falls. 

The American official account states their loss at 6 killed, 
38 wounded, and 25 missing; that of the British states theirs 
at 19 killed and 75 wounded. Among them were several of­
ficers. Mitchell states the force landed at 1550 men, 
while the Americans engaged did not exceed 300, being 4 
companies of the 3d artillery under captains Boyle, Romayne, 
M'Intyre, and Pierce, a company of light artillery under cap­
tain Melvin, and a small detachment of sailors under l~uten­
ant Pearce of the navv. 

A short time after this event, the British fleet appeared near 
the mouth of the Gennesee river, where about 160 volunteers 
were stationed, with one piece of artillery. Captain Stone, the 
commanding otIicc:r, dispatched txpresses for assistance to 
different quarters. Tht following day the commodore's new 
ship came to anchor off the mouth of the ri\'er, and sent an 
officer on shore with a flag, demanding the surrender of the 
place, and promising to respect private property in case no re­
sistance should bt made, and all public property faithfully dis­
closed and given up. General Porter arrived while the flag 
was on shore, and returned for answer that the place would be 
defended to the last extremity. On the return of the flag, two 
gun-boats, with from 200 to 300 men on iJoard, advanced to 
the river, which is about a milt from the town and battery, 
and commenced a heavy cannonade, directed partly to the 
town, and partly to bodies of troops who had been ~aced in 
ravines near the mouth of the river, to intercept the retreat of 
the gun-boats, in case they ~hould enter • 
. At the expiration of an hour and a half, during which time 

they threw a great number of rockets, shells, and shot of dif­
ferent descriptions, from grape to 68Ibs., a second flag was 
sent from the commodore's ship, requiring, in the name of the 
commander of the forces, an immediate surrender, and threat·, 
4ning that if the demand was not complied wit,h, he would 
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land 1200 regular troops and 400 Indians; that if he should 
lose a single man, he would ~aze th~ town and destroy every 
vestige of property; and that It was hIs req,uest that the women 
and children might be immediately removed, as he could not 
be accountable for the conduct of the Indians. He was told 
that the answer to his demand had already been explicitly 
given; that they were prepared to meet him, t?e women and 
children having been disposed of; and that If another flag 
should be sent on the subject of a surrender; it would not be 
protected. The flag returned with the gun-boats to the fl\!et, 
the whole of which came to anchor about a mile from the shore, 
where they lay untilS.o'clock on Saturday morning, and then 
left the place. 

On the evening of· the following day, the British squadron 
was discovered making towards Pulteney ville, another small 
village on the margin of lake Ontario, and. information was 
sent to general Swift, who repaired thither in the course of the, 
night, with 130 volunteers and militia. , Next morning a flag 
was sent on shore, demanding a peaceable surrender of all pub­
lic property, and threatening an immediate destruction of the 
village in case of refusal. General Swift returned for answer, 
that he should oppose any attempt to land, by all the means in 
his power. Soon after the return of the flag, however, gene­
ral Swift was induced, by the pressing solicitations and entrea­
ties of the inhabitants of the town, to permit one of its citi­
zens to go to the enemy with a flag, and offer the surrender 
of the property contained in a store-house at the water's edge, 
consisting of about 100 barrels of flour considerably damaged, 
on condition that the commanding officer would stipulate not 
to take any other, nor molest the inhabitants. But before its 
return, the enemy sent their gun-boats with several hundred 
men on shore, who took possession of the flour in the store, 
an~ were proceeding to further depredations, when general 
Sw~ft commenced a fire upon them from an adjacent wo~, 
whIch wounded several, and became so harassing as to induce 
them to re-embark. They then commenced a cannonade from 
the fleet upon the town, which was continued for some time 

..!>ut with no other injury than a few shot holes through th~ 
nouses • 
.. ~ 9. A short time after these aB"airs took place, two British 
gutt-boats and five barges, some of which contained howitzers 
manned hy about 200 sailors and marines, under the command 
of captain Popham of the royal navy, were captured by a 
4etacllment of 120 riflemen and a few Oneida warriors, UDder 
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the command of major Appling, of the first United States ri. 
fle regiment. 

Major Appling had been detached to protect the cannon 
and naval stores at Oswego, destined for commodore Chaun. 
cey's fleet. They were embarked on bo,ard a flotilla of boats, 
in charge of captain Woolsey of the navy, and had arrived 
safely in Sandy Creek. Here they were pursued by the ene­
my who was gallantly met by the riflemen, and after an action 
of a few minutes, beaten and taken, without the loss of a 
man; an Indian and one rifleman only being wounded. 

The riflemen were most judiciously posted along the bank, 
a short distance below captain Woolsey's boats, where the 
creek is narrow and shoal. Most of the men having with· 
drawn from the boats, the enemy gave three cheers at the pros­
pect of the rich prize before him. His joy, however, was 
of short duration, for at this moment the riflemen poured forth 
their deadly fire, which in about ten minutes terminated in his 
total defeat, leaving an officer and 13 men killed, two officers 
and 28 men wounded (the officers and many of the men dan­
gerously); the residue, consisting of 10 officers and 133 men, 
taken prisoners. 

Major Appling speaks in the highest terms of the courage 
and good conduct of his officers and men. Captain Harris 
with his troop of dragoons, and captain Melvin with his two 
field.pieces, had made a rapid march, and would in a few mi· 
nutes have been ready to participate in the action, had the ene­
my been able to make a stand. 

The captured officers and men spoke in the highest terms of 
commendation of major Appling and his rifle corps, to whose 
humane and spirited conduct they are probably indebted for 
the preservation of their lives. The Indians were the first to 
reach the enemy af\fr they submitted, and had commenced 
executing the savage rule of warfare, sanctioned by Anglo­
Indian example at the river Raisin, Lewistown, Tuscarora, &c • 

. of murdering their prisoners, when the major and his men hap­
pily arrived, and succeeded, by a prompt and determined course, 
though not without violence, in terminating the tragic scene*. 

No further events took place on this lake during the war 
worth recording, excepting the capture and destruction of a 
gun-hoat at the head of the St. Lawrence, and the buming of 

• An Indian chief is said to have given vent to his feelings on this oc· 
~asion in language similar to the following ;-" When British come to 
Buffalo. they kill white man, they kill Indian. they kill woman, they burn 
all houses- when British come h~re. you no let Indian kijl him-··you give 
him eat·.··this no good." 
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a vessel or war on the stocks at Presque Isle. . Both these ex-
ploits were performe.d by lieutenant Gregory. . , 

~ 10. Nothing of Importance took place on lake ~rle. The 
onlv hostile event that occurred was the destruction of some 
miils employed in manufacturing flour for the British army, at 
Long Point, by colonel Campbell, with a detachment of 500 
or 600 men from Erie. The mills and some houses occupied 
as stores were burned. About 50 dragoons stationed there as 
a guard made their escape, when the party returned without 
losing a man. This event, which was certainly not stric~ly 
justified by the laws of war, though sanctioned by the practIce 
of the enemy, was an unauthorised act on the part of colonel 
Campbell. A court of enquiry was held on his cC!nduct, 
whose opinion was unanimously pronounced as follows: 

" That, considering the important supplies of bread-stuffs, 
which from the evidence it appears the enemy's forces derived 
from the flour-manufacturing tpills at and near to Dover, colo­
nel Campbell was warranted in destroying those mills, accord­
ing to the laws and usages of war, and, for a like reason, the 
court think him justified in burning the'distilleries under the 
said laws and usages. The saw-mills and carding machine, 
from their contiguity to the other mills, were, as the court 
conceives, necessarily involved in one and the same burning. 

" In respect to the burning of the dwelling and other houses 
in the village of Dover, the court are fully of opinion that 
colonel Campbell has erred; that he can derive no justification 
from the fact, that the owners of these houses were actively 
opposed to the American interests in the present war, or from 
the other facts, that some of them were at the conflagration of 
Buffalo. In their partizan services it does not appear to the 
court, that the inhabitants of Dover have done more than' 
their proper allegiance required of them; and the destruction 
of Buffalo, b,y a lieutenant-general of the enemy's regular forces, 
was emphatically t,he wrong of the British government itself, 
rend':red such by Its subsequent adoption of the measure, and 
ought not to be ascribed to a few Canadians who were present 
at the time • 
. " Acts of reta!iation, on the part of a nation proud of its 

rights, and conscIous of the power of enforcing them should 
in the.npioion of the court, be reluctantly resorted to: and on~ 
!Y by 111 :tructions from the highest in authority. That no such 
lDstruct~ons were given in the case under consideration, is not 
mer~l)' I.nf~rred fr0!D the absence of evidence to that effect, 
but 1S cand1dly admitted by colonel Campbe~l in his.official re~ 
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'port (which is in evidence), wherein he expressly states­
• This expedition was undertaken by me without orders, and 
upon my own responsibility.' 

" The court, in delivering the above opinion unfavourable to 
colonel Campbell, are fully aware of the strong incentives to a 
just indignation which must have been present to his mind at 
the time of this visit to Dover-the massacres of the Raisin 
and the Miami were not yet forgotten, and the more recent 
devastation of the entire Niagara frontier, accompanied by 
many acts of savage barbarity, was fresh in remembrance. 
That these recollections should have aroused his feelings and 
have swayed his judgment, does not excite wonder but regret, 
and there is still left for admiration his kind and amiable treat­
ment of the women and children of Dover, abandoned by their 
natural protectors." 
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OHAPTER U. 

§ 1. Capture Q£ Fort Erie. § 2. Battle of Chippewa plain.s. § 3. Bat­
tle of Bridgewater. §4. Attack upon Buffalo. §.5. Siege of Fort: 
Erie. § 6. General assault of the works. § 7. Capture ~f h,!O 
schooners on lake Erie. § 8. Critical situation of the garnson 10 
Fort Erie. S 9. Brilliant sortie. § 10. The British raise the si.e~. 
§ 11. f,,,pedition under general Bissel. _ § 12. M' Arthur's expedition 
towards Burlington Heights. § 13. Evacuation of Canada. 

§ 1. MEANWHILE general Brown was occupied in col­
lectinganddisciplining his forces, and preparing for the invasion 
of Canada. On the evening of the 2d of July, general orders 
were issued for the embarkation of the troops by day-light next 
morning, when the army, consisting of two brigades, and a 
body of New-York and Pennsylvania volunteers and Indians, 
under general P.' B. Porter, were landed on the opposite shore, 
without opposition. The first brigade, under general Scott, 
and the artillery corps~ under major Hindman, landed nearly a 
mile below Fort Erie, while general Ripley, with the second 
brigade, made the shore about the same dist-ance above. The 
fort was soon completely invested, and a battery of long 
eighteens being planted in a position which commanded it, 
the garrison, consisting of 137 men, including officers, sur­
rendered prisoners of war. Several pieces of ordnance were 
found in the fort, and some military stores. 

§ 2. Having placed a small garrison in Fort Erie to secure 
his rear, Brown Jm>ved forward the following day to Chip­
pewa plains, where he encamped for the night, after some skir­
mishing with the enemy. 

The American pickets were several times attacked on the 
moming of the 5th, by small parties of the British. About 
four in the afternoon, general Porter, with the volunteers and 
Indians, was ordered to advance from the rear of the Ameri­
can camp, and take a circuit through the woods to the left, in 
hopes o~ getting b~yond the skirmishing parties of the enemy, 
and cuttmg off their retreat, and to favour this purpose the 
advance were ordered to fall back gradually under t~e enemy's 
tire. In abollthalf an hour, however, Porter's advance met 
the light parties in the woods, and drove them until the whole 
cplumn of the British was met in order of battle. From the 
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clouds of dust aDd the heavy firing, general Brown concluded 
that the entire force of the British was in motion, and instant­
ly gave orders for general Scott to advance with his brigade 
and Towson's artillery; and meet them on the plain in front of 
the American camp. In a few minutes Scott was in close ac-
tion with a superior force of British'tegulars. , 

By this time Porter's volunteers having given way and fled, 
the left flank of Scott's brigade became much exposed. Ge­
neral Ripley was accordingly ordered to advance with a part 
of the reserve, and skirting the woods on the left, in order to 
keep out of view, endeavour to gain the rear of the enemy's 
right flank. The greatest exertions were made to gain this 
position, but in vain. Such was the gallantry and impetuosity 
of the brigade of general Scott, that its advance upon the en­
emy was not to be checked. Major Jessup, commanding the 
battalion on the left flank, finding himself pressed both in ,front 
and in flank, and his men falling fast around him, ordered his 
battalion to "support arms and advance." Amidst the most 
destructive fire this order was prompdy obeyed, and he soon 
gained a more secure position, and returned upon the ene­
my so galling a discharge, as caused them to retire. 

The whole line of the British now fell bacG and the Ame­
rican tro~ps closely pressed upon them. As soon as the for­
mer gained the sloping ground descending towards Chippewa, 
they broke and ran to their works, distant about a quarter of 
a mile, and the batteries opening on the American line, con­
siderably checked the pursuit. Brown now ordered the ord­
nance to be brought up, with the intention of forcing the works. 
Hut on their being examined, he was induced, by the lateness 
of the hour, and the advice of his officers, to order the forces 
to retire to camp. 

The American official account states their loss at 60 killed, 
248 wounded, and 19 missing. The British officially state 
theirs at ·133 killed, 320 wounded, and 46 missing. 

Dispirited as was the public mind at this period, the intel­
ligence of this brilliant and unexpected opening"of the cam­
paign on the Niagara could not fail of being most joyfully re­
ceived. The total overthrow of the Fr.ench power had a few 
months before liberated the whole of the British forces in Eu­
rope. A considerable portion of lord Wellington's army, 
flushed with their late successes in Spain, had arrived in Cana­
da, and were actually opposed to Brown at Chippewa, while 
all our maritime towns were threatened by Britain's victorious 
armies, whose arrival was momentarily expected on the coast. 
When the intelligence of the stupendous events in Europe was 
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first received many consoled themselves with the 'id~a, that 
the magnanin:ity of Great ~ri.tain would freely grant in her 
prosperity what they ,had InsIsted we never could force from 
her in her ~dversity. Sincerely taking for realities the pre­
texts on which our neutral rights had been infringed, they 
thought the question o~mpressment, now the almost single 
subject of dispute, could e~sily be amicably arranged, when 
the affairs of the world were so altered as to render it nearly 
impossible that Great Britain could ever again be reduced to 
the necessity of " fighting for her existence ;" or, at aU 'events, 
as the peace in Europe had effectually removed the cause, and 
as the American government declined insisting on a formal 
relinquishment of the practice, no difficll.lty ~ould be thrown 
in the way of a general and complete pacIficatIon of the world. 

This illusion was soon dissipated. By the next advices from', 
,Europe it was learned, that the cry for vengeance UPQJl the 
Americans was almost unanimous throughout the British em­
pire. The president was threatened with the fate of Bonaparte, 
and it was said that the American peace ought to be dictated 
in ,Washington, as that of Europe had been at Paris. Ev~n 
in parliament* the idea was held out that peace ought not to 
be thought of till America had received a signal punishment, 
for having dared to declare war upon them while their forces 
were engaged in "delivering Europe" from its oppressort. 
The commencement of the negociations for peace, which ,had 
been proposed by the British court, was suspended, and stren­
uous efforts were made to send to America as commanding a 
force as possible. . 

Under these circumstances, a victory gained by the raw 
troops of America over the veterans of Wellington, superior 
in numbers to the victorst, upon an, open plam, and upon a 

.. Sir Joseph Yorke, one of the lords of the admiralty, said in parlia­
ment, ., we have Mr. Madison to depose before we can lay down our 
arms." 

t At a dinner given to lord Hill, who was on the eve of sailing at the 
head of an expedition against New-Orleans, he stated the period when 
he should embark for America, and added, that .. he had no doubt with 
the means already there, together with those on the way, and wbat were 
promised by his prince, he should humble the Yankees. and bring the 
contest to a speedy and successful termination." Happily for bis lordship 
he was soon after superseded in the command by general Packenham. 

t The British official account states the American forces to have been 
superi?r in numb~r. Thi.s apparent cont~adiction may ,he reconciled by 
observIng, that a smgle brigade of the American troops achieved the victory­
the voiuntee~s having fled bef~re the action commenced, while the bl'jgad~ 
of general Ripley had not arrived on the ground, wb.en the British took 
shelter behind their wo*s. ' , 

" 

J, 
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spot chosen by the British general, had a most beneficial ten-
,dency, by dispelling the dread which the prowess of the Bri­
tish troops in Spain could not have failed to have produced in 
the minds· of their opponents. This battle was to the army 
what the victory of captain Hull had been to the navy; and 
the confidence which it thus inspired was surely most justly 
founded, for every man felt that the victory had been gained 
by superior skill ~d discipline; it was not the fruit of any ac­
cidental mistake or confusion in the army of the enemy, or of 
one of those movements of temporary panic on one side, or 
excitement on the other, which sometimes give a victory to 
irregular courage over veteran and disciplined valour. . 

After so signal a defeat, the British could not be induced to 
hazard another engagement. They abandoned their works at 
Chippewa, and burning their barracks, retired to fort Niagara 
and fort George, closely followed by Brown. Here he ex­
pected to receive some ~eavy guns and reinforcements from 
Sackett's Harbour; but on the 23d of July he received a letter 
by express from general Gaines, advising him that that port 
was blockaded by a superior British force, and that commo­
dore Chauncey was confined to his bed with a fever. Thus dis­
appointed in his expectations of being enabled to reduce the 
forts at the mouth of the Niagara, Brown dttermined to dis­
encumber the army of baggage, and march directly for Bur­
lington Heights. To mask this intention, and to draw from 
Schlosser a small supply of provisions, he fdl back upon Chip­
pewa. 

~ 3. About noon on the 25th, general Brown was advised 
by an express from Lewistown, that the British were follow­
ing him, and were in considerable force in Queenstown and 
on its heights; that four of the enemy's fleet had arrived with 
reinforce meats at Niagara during the preceding night, and 
that a number of boats were in view, mo\'ing up the river. 
Shortly after, intelligence was brought that the enemy were 
landing at Lewistown, and that the baggage and stores at 
Schlosser, and on their way thither, were in danger of imme­
diate capture. In order to recal the British from this object, 
Brown determined to put the army in motion towards Queens­
town, and accordingly general Scott was directed to advance 
with the first brigade, Towson's artillery, and all the dragoons 
and mounted men, with orders to report if the enemy appear­
ed, and if necessary to call for assistance. On his arrival near 
the falls, Scott learned that the enemy was in force directly 
in his front, a narrow piece of woods alone intercepting his 
view of them. He immediately advanced lipon them, after 
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dispatching a messenger to general Brown with this intelH­
gence. 

The report of the cannon and small arms r;ached g.eneral 
Brown before the messenger, and orders were mstantly Issued 
for general Ripley to march to the su.pport of general SC?tt, 
with the second brigade and all the artIllery, a~d Brown hIm­
self repaired with all speed to the scene of actIOn, whence he 
sent orders for general Porter to advance Jrith his volunteers. 
On reaching the field of battle, general 'Brown found that 
Scott had passed the wood, and engaged the enemy on the 
Queenstown road and on the ground to the left of it, with the 
9th, 11th, and 22d regiments, and Towson's artillery, t?e 
25th having been thrown to the right to be governed by cIr­
cumstances. The contest was close and desperate, and the 
American troops, far inferior in numbers, suffered severely. 

Meanwhile major Jessup, who commanded the 25th regi. 
ment, taking advantage of a fault committed by the British 
commander, by leaving a road unguarded on his left, threw 
himself promptly into the rear of the enemy, where he was 
enabled to operate with the happiest effect. The slaughter 
was dreadful; the enemy's line fled down the road at the third 
or fourth fire. The capture of general Riall, with a large es­
cort of officers of rank, was part of the trophies of Jessup's 
intrepidity and skill; and, but for the impression of an un­
founded report, under which he unfortunately remained for a 
few minutes, lieutenant general Drummond, the commander 
of the British forces, would inevitably have fallen into his 
hands, an event which would, in all probability, have comple­
ted the disaster of the British army. Drumr.nond was com­
pletely in Jessup's power; but being confidently informed that. 
the first brigade was cut in pieces, and finding himself with 
less than 200 men, and without any prospect of support, in 
th~ midst of an overwhelming hostile force, he thought of no­
th1Og, for the moment, but to make good his retr~t, and save 
his command. Of this temporary suspense of the advance 
of the American column, general Drummond availed himself 
to make his escape. Among the officers captured, was one 
of general Drummond's aids-de-camp, who had been dispatch­
ed from the front line to order up the reserve, with a view to 
faU on Scott with ~he conce~trated force of the whole army, 
and overwhelm hIm at a s10gle effort. Nor would it have 
b.een ~oss~ble to prevent this catastrophe, had the reserve ar­
rived 10 time! the force with which general Scott would then 
h~ve been obhg~d to contend being nearly quadruple that of 
his own. By the fortunate capture, however, of the British 
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aid-de-camp, before the completion of the service on 'which he 
had been orde~ed, the enemy's reserve was not brought into 
action until the arrival of general Ripley's brigade, which 
prevented the disaster which musfotherwise have ensued*. 

Though the second brigade pressed forward with the great­
€st ardour, the battle had raged for an hour before it could ar­
rive on the field, by which time it was nearly dark. The en­
emy·fell back on its approach. In order to disengage the ex­
hausted troops of the first brigade, the fresh troop.s were or­
dered to pass Scott's line, and display in front, a movement 
which was imll\ediately executed by Ripley. Meanwhile the 
enemy, being reconnoitered, was found to have taken a new po­
sition, and occupied a height with his artillery, supported by 
a line of infantry, which gave him great advantages, it being' 
the key to ~he whole position. To secure the victory, it was 
necessary to carry his artillery and seize the height. For this 
purpose the second brigade advanced upon the Queenstown 
road, and the first regiment of infantry, which had arrived 
that day, and was attached to neither of the brigades, was 
formed in a line facing the enemy's on the height, with a view 
of drawing his fire and attracting his attention, as the second 
b~igade advanced on his left flank to carry his artillery. 

As soon as the first regiment approached its position, colo­
nel Miller was ordered to advance with the 21st regiment, and 
carry the artillery on the height with the bayonet. The. first 
regiment gave way under the fire of the enemy; but ~iller, 
undaunted by this occurrence, advanced steadily and gallantly 
to his object, and carried the heights and cannon in a masterly 
sty~e. General Ripley followed on the right with the 23d re-

.. " A trait in his conduct highly honorable to colonel] eSSllp is, that his 
humanity as a man triumphed over his technic!!l duty as an officer. Such 
was, for a time. his situation in the field, that every prisoner be took, 
by impeding his operations against the enemy, not oply injured the cause 
in which he was engaged, but endangered the safety of his own corps. 
According to the canons of war, therefore, his duty, as we believe, was, 
to make no prisoners, but to put to death every man who might oppose 
him in arms. Regardless, however, of these sanguinary statutes, jlnd 
~stening only to the voice of mercy, he gave quart~r to aU that sWTender­
ed to liim, although conscious they would diminish his effective force, and 
that he must necessarily suffer them again to escape. This conduct was 
noticed by some of the British officers, and commended as highly honora­
ble to the young American. Had Jessup been less human~ as a ma~, and 
more technically rigid as an officer, he might have acted, as the ald.de- . 
camp of general prummond acknowledged, with more deadly e!fect 
against the enemy. But he knew the road to glory better. The faIrest 
wreath in the hero's chaplet is that which is entwined by the hand of mer· 
ey."-Port Folio. 
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giment. It had some despera~e fighting, which caused it to 
faulter, but it was promptly ra~hed, and broug~t up. . 

The enemy b~ing now drIven from theIr comma~dIDg 
ground, the whole brigade, with the volu.ntcers and artillery, 
and the first regiment, which had been rallIed, were formed 10 

line, with the captured cannon, nine pieces, in the rear. Here 
they were soon joined by major Jessup, with the 25th, the re­
giment that had acted with such effect jn the rear of the "ene­
my's left. In this situation the Am.erican troops withstood 
three distinct desperate attacks of the enemy, who had ral­
lied his broken corps, and received reinforcements. In each 
of them he was repulsed with great slaughter, so near being 
his approach, that the buttons of the men \\ ere distinctly seen 
through the darkness by the flash of the muskets, and many 
prisoners were taken at the point of the bayonet, principaJIy 
by Porter's volunteers. During the second attack general 
Scott was ordered up, who had been held in reserve with three 
of his battalions, from the moment of Ripley's arrival on the 
field. During the third effort of the enemy, the direction of 
Scott's column would have enabled him, in a few minutes, to 
have formed line in the rear of the enemy's right, and thus 
have brought him between two fires" But a flank fire from a 
concealed party of the enemy falling upon the centre of Scott's 
command, completely frustrated this intention. His column 
was severed in two; one part passing to the rear, the other by 
the right flank of platoons towards Ripley's main line. . 

This was the last effort of the British to regain his position 
and artillery, the American troops being left in qyiet posses­
sion of the field. It was now nearly midnight, and generals 
Brown and Scott being both severely wounded, and all the 
tr~)Qps much exhausted, the command was given to general 
~lplt:y, and he was instructed to return to camp, bringing with 
him the wounded and the artillery. The pieces, however, 
were found in so dismantled a state, and such had been the 
slaughter of the horses, that to remove them at that late hour 
was found to be impracticable. 

On the .return of the troops to camp, general Brown sent for 
general Ripley, .and after giving him his reasons for the mea­
Sl.l~~, ordert'd him to put the troops into the best possible con­
dl~lon ~ to give to. them the necessarv refreshment; to take 
Wlt~ ~Jm the picqu(::ts and camp guards, and every other.de­
scnptlon of force; to put himself on the field of battle as the 
day dawned, and there meet and beat the enemy if he again 
appeared. . 
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General Ripley has been much blamed for the non-execu­
tion of this order. by which the captured cannon again fell into 
the han"ds of the British. General Brown, in his official report, 
says, " To thiR order he [Ripley] made no objection, and I re­
lied upon its execution. It was not executed." On the part 
of general Ripley it is stated, that his orders were, in r,ase the 

.: enemy appeared in force, " to be governed entirely by circum­
stances." His orders, therefore, were executed. At day­
break the army was arranged, and the march commenced, 
when circumstances of the most positive nature were made ap­
parent, such as must have been in view in the discretionary part 
of the order, and in the full effect of which general Ripley com­
menced and effected the retreat which aftc::rwards led him to 
Fort Erie. The troops, reduced to less than 1600 men, were 
marched on the 26th by general Ripley toward the field of bat­
tle. ).Iotion was commenced at day-break, but difficulties in­
cidental t.O the late losses prevented the advance hefore some 
time had been spent in re-organization am~ arrangement. The 
line of march being assumed, and the Chippewa crossed, gene­
ral Ripley sent forward lieutenants Tappan of the 23d, and 
Riddle of the 15th, with their respective commands, to recon­
noitre the enemy's position," strength, and movements. On 
examination, he was found in advance of his former position, 
on an eminence, strongly rejnforced, as had been asserted by 
prisoners taken the preceding evening; his flanks, resting on 
a wood on one side, and on the river on the other, defied being 
turned or driven in; his artillery was planted so as to sweep 
the road; besides these advantages, he extended a line nearly 
doul:;~e in length to that which could be displayed by our troops. 
To attack with two-thirds the force of the preceding evening 
an enemy thus increased, was an act of madness that the first 
thought rejected. The army was kept in the field and in mo­
tion long enough to be assured of the strength and position of 
the enemy; that information being confirmed, there remained 
but one course to prevent that enemy from impeding a retreat, 
which, had he been vigilant, he would previously have pre­
vented. The army, therefore, immediately retrograded, and 
the retreat received the sanction of general Brown, previous to 
his crossing the Niagara*. " 

The American official account states their loss in this battle 
at 171 killed, 572 wounded, and 117 missing; the return of 
British prisoners presents an aggregate of 1"79, including rna­
jor-gener~l Riall, and a number of other officers.-The British 

• Port Folio. Memoir of Major-Ge-neral Ripley-
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state th;ir loss to be 84 killed, 559 wounded, 19~ missing; 
their loss in prisoners they stated only at 41. Major-general 
Brown and brigadier-general Scott were among the wounded 
of the Americans, and lieutenant-gener~l. Drummond and ma­
jor-general Riall among those of the BrItish. 

In consequence of the wounds of ~enerals Brown and ~cott, 
the command devolved on general Ripley, who pursued hIS re- .­
treat across the Chippewa, destroying the bridge~ in his rear,' 
and throwing every possible impediment in the way of the ene­
my' in order to obstruct his advance. On the 27th of July, the 
ar~y reached Fort Erie. H~re it was determined to !Dak~ ~ 
stand and accordingly the hnes of defence and fortificatIOn 
were immediately marked out, and by the unremitted exertions 
of the army, were completed on the 3d of Aug~st, the very day 
of the arrival of the enemy before them. 

§ 4. Early in the morning of the 3d, an attempt was made to 
surprise Buffalo, with the intention, it is supposed, of re-cap­
turing general Riall, .. and other British prisoners there, and de­
stroying the public storei. About 2 in the morning, nine 
boat-loads of troops were landed on the American side, half a 
mile below Conjocta creek, on the upper bank of which, sus­
pecting their intention, major Morgan had taken a position 
with a battalion of the first rifle regiment, consisting of 240 
men. Here, during the preceding night, he had thrown up a 
battery of a few logs, and torn away the bridge. About four 
o'clock the British commenced the attack, sending a party be­
fore to repair the bridge, under cover of their fire. So heavy 
and deadly, however, was the fire opened by the riflemen, that 
they were compelled to retire. They then formed in the !;kirt 
of the wood, and kept up the fight at long shot, continually re­
inforcing from the Canada shor~, until they had 23 boat-loads, 
when they attempted to outflank, by sending a large body up 
the creek to ford it. But a detachment of about 60 men being 
sent to dispute the passage, they were repulsed with cOflsidera­
ble loss. The object now appearing unattainable, the enemy 
commenced their retreat, having previously thrown some 
troops on Squaw island, which enfiladed the creek, thus pre­
venting their retreat from being harassed. Their superior 
numbers enabled them to take their wounded and most of their 
killed off the field i though some of the latter were afterwards 
found. A number ~f muskets and accoutrements were also 
collected, and some clothing that appeared to have been torn for 
the purpose of binding their wounds. Six British prisoners 
were. taken, who stated their force to have consisted of from 
12 to 1500 men. Although the action continued for two hours 
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and a half, the loss of the 1\. mericans was but trifling-two kill­
ed and eight wounded. The loss of the British was never as­
certained, but it must have been quite disproportioned to that 
of the Americans. 

§ 5. On the arrival of the British before Fort Erie, they per­
ceived that the opportunity was lost of carrying the American 
works by a coup-de-main. Driving in the pickets, therefore, 
they made a regular investment of the place. The following 
day general Gaines arrived from Sackett's Harbour, and being 
senior in rank assumed the command. On the 6th, the rifle 
corps was sent to, endeavour to draw out the enemy, in order to 
try his strength. Thdr orders were, to pass through the inter .. 
vening woods, to amuse the British light troops until their 

. strong columns should get in motion, when they ihould retire 
slowly to the plain, where a strong line was posted in readiness 
to receive the enemy. The riflemen accordingly met and 
drove the light troops into their lines, but although they kept 
-the wood near two hours, they were not able to draw any part of 
the enemy's force after. them. The British left eleven dead 
and three prisoners in the hands of the riflemen.L but their loss 
was supposed to be much more considerable. The loss of the 
riflemen was five killed and three or four wounded. 

The main camp of the British was planted about two miles 
distant. In front of it they threw up a line of partial circum­
vallation, extending around the American fortifications. This 
consisted of two lines of entrenchment, supported by block­
hous~s; in front of these, at favourable points, batteries were 
erected, one of which enfiladed the American works. 

The American position was on the margin of lake Erie, at 
the entrance of the Niagara river, on nearly a horizontal plain, 
twelve or fifteen feet above the surface of the water, possessing 
few natural advantages. It had been strengthened in front by 
temporary parapet breast-works, entrenchments, and abb&tis, 
with two bitteries and six field-pieces. The small unfinished 
fort, Erie, with a 24, 18, and 12 pounders, formed the north­
east, and d~e Douglas battery, with an 18 and 6 pounder near 
.the edge of the lake, the south-east angle on the right. The 
left was defended by a redoubt battery with six field-pieces, 
just thrown up on a small ridge. The fear was left open to the 
lake, bordered by a rocky shore of easy ascent. The battery 
on the left was defended by captain Towson; Fort Erie by . 
captain Williams, with major Trimble's command of the 19th 
infantry; the batteries oil the front by captains .Biddle and 
Fanning; the whole of the artillery commanded by major 
Hindman. Pat'ts of the 11 th, 9th, and 2,2d infantry, were 
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osted on the right under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
~spinwall. General Hipley's brigade, consisting of the 21st 
Rnd 23d defended the left. General Porter's brigade of New 
York and Pennsylvania volunteers, with the riflemen, occupied 
the centre. 

§ 6. During the 13th and 14th, the enemy kept up .a b!isk 
cannonade which was sharply returned from the Amencan 
batteries, ~ithout any considerable loss. One of their sheils 
lodged in a small magazine, in F?rt Erie, which ~as almost 
empty. It blew up with an explosIOn more awful m appt:ar~ 
ance than inj urious in its effects, as it did not disable a man or 
derange a gun. A momentary. ccssati~n . of the thunders of 
the artillery took place on both sIdes. rhlS was followed by a 
loud and joyous shout by the British army, which was instant­
ly returned on the part of the Americans, who, amidst the 
smoke of the explosion, renewed the contest by an animated 
roar of the heavy cannon. 

From the supposed loss of ammunition, and the consequent 
depression such an eyent was likely to produce, general Gaines 
felt persuaded that this explosion would lead the enemy to as­
sault, and m;de his arrangements accordingly. These suspi­
£ions were fully verified, by an attack that was made in the 
night between the 14th and 15th of August. 

The night was dark, and the early part of it raining, but ne­
vertheless one third of the troops were kept at their posts. At 
half past two o'clock, the right column of the enemy approach­
ed, and though enveloped in darkness, was distinctly heard on 
the American left, and promptly marked by the musketry un- . 
der major Wood and captain Towson. Being mounted at the 
momell't, Gaines repaired to the point of attack; where the 
sheet of fire rolling from Towson's battery, and the musketry 
of the left wing, enabled him to see the enemy's column of 
abollt 1500 men .a~proaching on that point; his advance ~as 
not checked unt1l It had approached within ten feet of the m­
fantry. A lint: of loose brush, representing an abattis~ only in­
terve~ed; a column of the enemy attempted to pasa round the 
abattls, thr?ugh the ~ate~, where it was nearly brt:ast-deep. 
Apprehendmg th,~t thIS pomt would be carried, Gaines ordered 
a detachment of nflemen and infantry to its support, but at this 
moment the en:-my were repulsed. They instantly· renewed 
the charge, and were again driven back. 

On the right, the fire of cannon and musketry announced 
the approach of the centre and left columns of the enemy, under 
colonels Drummond and Scott. The latter was received and 
repulsed by the 9th, under the command of cap~ain Foster, and 
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captains Boughton and Harding's companies of New York and 
Pennsylvania volunteers, aided by a six-pounder, judiciously 
posted by major M' Ke~, chief engineer. 

But the centre, led by colonel Drummond, was not long kept 
in check; it approached at once every assailable point of the 
fort, and with scaling-ladders ascended the parapet, where, 
however, it was repulsed with dreadful carnage. The assault 
was twice repeated, and as often checked; but the enemy hav- '\ 
ing moved round in the ditch, covered by darkness, encreased 
by the heavy cloud of smoke which had rolled from the can­
nonand musketry, repeated the charge, £c-asc:ended the ladders, 
and with their pikes, bayonets, and spears fell upon the Ameri­
can artillerists, and succeeded in capturing the bastion. Lieu­
tenant M'Donough, being severely wounded, demanded quar­
ter. It was refused by colonel ,Drummond. The lieutenant 
then seized a handspike, and nobly defended hims~lf until he 
was shot down with a pistol by the monster who had rtfused 
him quarter, who often reiterated the order-H give the 
damned yankees no quarter." T~is officer, whose bravery, if 
it had been seasoned with virtue, would have entitled him to 
the admiration of every soldier-this hardened murderer soon 
met his fate. He was shot through the breast, while repeating 
the order" to give no quarter." 

Several gallant attempts were made to recover the right 
bastion, but all proved unsuccessful. At this moment every 
operation was arrested by the explosion of some cartridges 
deposited in the ~nd of the stone building adjoining the con­
tested bastion. The explosion was tremendous and decisive; 
the bastion was restored by the flight of the British. At 
this moment captain Biddle was ordered to cause a field­
piece to be posted so as to enfilade the exterior plain and 
salient glacis. Though not recovered from a severe con­
tusion in the shoulder, rec~ived from one of the enemy's 
shells, Biddle promptly took his position, and served his 
field-piece with vivacity and effect. Captain Fanning's 
.battery likewise played upon them at this time with great ef­
fect. The enemy were in a few moments entirely defeated, 

. taken, or put to flight, leaving on the field 221 ~illed, 174-
wounded, and 186 prisoners, including 14 officers kllled and 7 
wouQded and prisoners. A large portion were sever~ly wound­
ed; the slightly w,ounded, it is presuPled, were earned off. 

The loss of the Americans during the assallit was seventeen 
killed, fifty-six wounded, and eleven missing. The British ac­
knowledge only 57 killed, 309 wounded, and 539 missing. Dur:' 
ing the. preceding bombardment, the loss of the Americans was 
. VOL. IV. D 
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7 killed, 19 severely and 1. 7 sli~htly w?unded. The los~ of the 
British is not mentioned In their official account. ThIs bom­
bardment commenced at sun-rise on the morning of the 13th, 
and continued without intermission till 8 o'clock, P. M. j re­
commenced on the 14th, at day-light, with increased war~th ; 
and did not end until an hour before the commencement of the 
assault on the morning of the 15th. 

~ 7. During the night preceding the comme.ncement of the 
bombardment of Fort Erie, an unfortunate affair for the Ame­
rican arms took place on the lake, just behind the fort,. in the­
surorise and capture of two schooners, by a number of boltts 
full of British -soldiers. On the boats being hailed, they an­
:;wered H provision-boats," a ma'1~uvre which d~ceived th.~ 
American officers, as boats from the fort had been 10 the habIt 
of passing and re-passing through the night. The force being 
overwhdming, and the surprise complete, but little effectual re­
sistance was made, and the enterprise was completely success­
ful. The Americans had one killed and nine wO' .. lOded.' The 
loss of the assailants was more considerable. 

~ 8. A short time after the assault on Fort Erie, general 
Gaines received a serious wound from the bursting of a shell, 
by which means the command once more devolved on general 
Ripley, till the ~ of September, when tht: state of his ht:alth 
allowed general Brown again to place himself at the head of 
his army. \ 

The troops in Fort Erie began now to be generally, consi­
dered as in a critical situation, and much solicitude to be ex­
pressed for the fate of the army that had thrown so much glory 
on the American name, menaced as it was in front by an enemy 
of superior force, whose numbers were constantly receiving 
additions, and whose batteries were every.day becoming more 
for~idable, whilCl a river of difficult 'passage lay on their rear. 
Remforcements were ordered on from Champlain, but they 
were yet f~r distant. But the genius of Brown was fully equal 
t<? the contmgency, and the difficulties with which he was en­
vlroned served only to add to the number of his laurels. 
. § 9 •. T~ou.g~ frequent skirmishes occurred about this period, 
111 whlch.lndwldual gallantry was amply displayed, yet no event 
of materla~ con~~quence took place till the 17th of September, 
~ht:n, havmg sufft:red much from the fire 'of the enemy's batte­
rIes, and aware that a new one was about to be opened, general 
Brown .r~sol.ved on a sortie in ordt:r to effett their destruction. 
The BritIsh lOfantry at this time consisted of three brigades 
of 12 ~r 1500 men each, one of which was stationed at th~ 
works ID front of Fort Erie, the other two occupied their camp 
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behind. Brown's intention therefore was, to storm the batte· 
ries, destroy the cannon, and roughly handle the brigade. 
~pon duty, before those in reserve could be brought into ae: .. 
tlon. ' 

On th.e morning of the 17th, the infantry and riflem~n, regu· 
lars and militia, were ordered to be paraded and put in readi· 
ness to march precIsely at 12 o'clock. General Porter with 
the volunteers, colonel Gibson with the riflemen, and m~~or 
Brooks with the 23d and 1st infantry, and a few dragoons act· ' 
ing as infantry, were ordered to move from the extreme left 
upon the enemy's right, by a passage opened through the woods' 
for the occasion. General Miller was directed to station his 
command in the ravine between Fort Erie and the enemy's 
batteries, by passing them by detachment through the skirts 
of the wood..o.-and the 21 st infantry under general Ripley WM 

posted as a corps of reserve between the new bastions of Fort 
Erie-all under cover, an<~ out of the view of the enemy. 

The left column, under the command of general Porter, 
which was destined to turn the enemy's right, having arrived 
near the British entrenchments, were ordered to advance and 
commence the action. Passing down the ravine, Brown judg. 
ed from the report of the musketry that the action had com· 
menced. Hastening, therefore, to general Miller, he directed 
him to seize the mO~Fnt, and pierce the enemy's entrench­
ments between batterIes No. 2 and 3. These orders were 
promptly and ably executed. Within 30 minutes after the 
first g'un was fired, batteries No.2 and 3, the enemy's line of 
entrenchments, and his two block-hous~s, were in possession of 
the Americans. 

Soon after, battery No.1 was ~bandoned by the British. The 
guns in eacharwere then spiked or otherwise destroyed, and the 
magazine of No. 3 was hlown up. . 

A few minutes before the explosion, the reserve had been 
ordered up under general Ripley, and flS soon as he arrived on 
the ground, he was ordered to strengthen the front line, which 
was then engaged with the enemy, in order to protect the de· 
tachments .employed in demolishing the captured works. 
While forming arrangements for acting on the enemy's camp 
during the moment of panic, Ripley received a severe wound. 
By this time, however, the object of the sortie being accom­
plished beyond the most sanguine expectations, general 
Miller.had ordered the troops on the right to fall back; and, 
'observing this movement, Brown sent his st:!ff along the line 
to call in the:otber corps. Within a few minutes they retired 
from the ravine, and thence to the camp. 
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Thus, says gen~ral ~r0'Y~'. in. his dispatch, 1000 reg~~ars 
and an equal portion of mIima, 10 ont hour of cl~se aCtion, 
blasttd the hopes of the enemy, destroyed the fruits of fifty 
davs'labor, and diminished his effective force 1000 men at 
least. . .. ' . 

In their official account of this sorlie, the BrItish pubhshed 
no returns of their loss, but from their vigorous resistance it 
must no doubt have been very great. Their loss in prisoners 
was 385. On the part of the Americans the killed amounted 
to 83 the wounded to 216, and the missing to a like number. 

§ 10. A few days after this battle the British raised the 
siege and retreated behind the Chippewa. Meanwhile the , ., H 
reinforcements from Plattsburg arrIved at Sackett s arbour, 
and after a few days' rest proceeded to tht" Niagara. They 
crossed that river on the ninth of October, when general Izard, 
being the senior officer, superceded general Brown in the com­
mand. On the 14th the army moved from fort Erie, witR 
tht: design of bringing the enemy to action. An attempt was 
made to dispute the passage of a creek at Chippewa plains, 
but the American artillery soon compelled the enemy to retire 
to their fortified camp, when attempts were repeatedly made to 
draw them out the following day, but without effect. A partial 
engagement took place on the 19th, which closed the campaign 
on this peninsula. 

§ 11. General Bissell marched· from Black Creek on the 
morning of the 18th, with a body of about 900 men, for the 
purpose of seizing some provisions intended for the British 
troop~. After driv~ng before them a picket, of which they 
~ade t~e commandmg offi~er prisoner, they encamped forthe 
mght, m the course of whIch the advanced picket was attack­
ed by two companies of the Glengary light infantry, who 
were repulsed WIth loss. N ext morning Bissell was attacked 
by a corps of about 1200 men, commanded by th~ marquis of 
Tweedale. The light corps and riflemen sustained the whole 
firt" for about fifteen minutes, with the greatest gallantry, until 
the other troop.s were formed, and brought to their support • 

. The 5th regiment, ~nder 'Colonel Pinckney, was ordered to 
skirt the wood~ and turn the right flank of the enemy; the 
14th, under major Bernard, to form in front and advance to 
the support of the light troops; the 15th a~d 16th regiments 
were ?rdered to act as. circumstances might require. The 
well-directed fire of the lIght corps, and the charge of the 14th 
soon ~om.pelled the enemy to give ground; and on discovering 
that !llS rlg~t ~ank was. turned by the 5th, he retreated in the, 
utmost contUSIOn, leavmg some killed, wounded, and prison-
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ers behind. Bissell pursued them to a ravine some distance 
from the scene where the action commenced. Not knowing 
the ground, he did not think proper to push them further, but 
soon after the country being reconnoitered, it was discovered 
that they ~ad retreated to their strong holds. A large quanti­
ty of gram was found and destroyed; and, after burying the 
few soldiers who fell, and the enemy's dead who were left on 
the ground, the detachment n:turned to camp. The killed 
wounded, and missi'ng in this affair amounted to 67, of who~ 
12 were killed. 

§ 12. Before leaving the affairs on this frontier, it will be 
propet: to mention the expedition of mounted men under gen­
eral M'ArtRur, which proceeded fro}ll Detroit towards Bur­
lington Heights, for the purpose of destroying the resources of 
general Drummond's army, and paralising any' efforts which 
might be made against Detroit during the winter. 

The detachment, consisting of about 720 Ohio and KentucM 
ky volunteers, and a few Indians, left Detroit about the end 
of October. To mask the object of the expedition, a move­
ment tound lake St. Clair was rendered absolutely necessary. 
This circuit caused the troops to be exposed to many difficul­
ties and hardships, in wading frequently along the shores of 
the lake; in the passage of several deep and rapid river!!, 
sometimes without boats, and on all occasions encountering 
swamps; yet, notwithstanding these obstacles, such was the 
secrecy and rapidity of the expedition, that the detachment 
was enabled to enter the town of Oxford, 140 miles in the en­
emy's country, before the inhabitants were apprised that a 
force was approaching. 

On the succeeding day, the detachment pl'Oceeded to Bur­
ford, where the militia had been embodied in expectation of 
this expedition; but it was fDund that they had retreateo, a 
few hours before, to Malcolm's mills, 'Where they were joined 
by the militia from Long Point. 

It was M' Arthur's intention to cross Grand River,. as sbon 
as possible, without regarding the militia collected ,at Mal­
colm's mills, and attack Burlington. But to his great morti­
fication, the river was found high and rapid from the late ex­
cessive rains. Here also the news reached him that the Ame­
rican troops had re-crossed the Niagara, leaving only a strong 
garrison in fort Erie. These and other considerations pre­
sented serious objections to any attemp~ to pass the river j it 
was therefore determined to attack and defeat or disperse the 
militia at Malcolm's mills, move down the Long Point road 
through the Grand River settlement,deatroy the valuable mills 
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in that quarter, and then return to th~ American territory, ei­
ther by a movement across Grand RIver at the mouth to·fort 
Erie, or along Talbot-street to the T~ames. , 

To that effect, a detachment was dIrected to remam and en· 
gage the attention of the enemy, whilst the prin~ipal force 
should be withdrawn and marched to Malcolm's mills. The 
enemy, consisting of ~our or five hundre~ militia and a few In. 
dians was found fortIfied on command 109 ground beyond a 
creek: deep and.diffic~lt of passa~e, except at a bridge im~e. 
diately in front of theIr works, whIch had been destroyed. Ar­
rangements were lD;ade for a joint attack on the f~ont and rear, 
The Ohio troops, wIth the advance guard and Indians, were ac. 
cordingly thrown across the creek under cover of a thick woo'" 
to approach the enemy in rear, whilst the, Kentucky troop~ 
were to attack in front, as soon as the attentIon of the enemy 
was engaged by the attack in the rear. The enemy would 
have been completely surprised and captured, had not an un. 
fortunate yell by the Indians announced the approach of the 
detachment destined to attack their rear; they were, however, 
defeated and dispersed, with the loss, in the skirmishes on that 
day, of one captain and seventeen privates killed, nine pri­
vates wounded, and three captains, five subalterns, and one 
hundred and three privates made prisoners; whilst the loss . 
of the Americans was only one killed and six wounded. Ear. 
ly next morning the enemy were pursued on the road to Dover, 
many made prisoners, and five valuable mills destroyed. 

Apprehensive that the troops could not be supplied on the 
rout to fort Erie, and that difficulties would occur in the pas­
sage of Grand River, together with the uncertainty which ex­
isted as to the position of general Izard's armv M' Arthur 
was induced to return to Detroit by the way of'1'albot-street 
and the Thames, which was happily effected on the 17th of 
November. ' 
• Thus this active body of men penetrated two hundred miles 
IOto the enemy's territory, destroyed two hundred stand of 
arm~, together with five of t,heir most valuable mills; paroled 
or dispersed the greater portion of the efficient militia of that 
pa~ of Upper Canada west of Grand River; and then return­
ed tn safety to D~troit, with the loss of onlv one man. 

§ 13. MeanwhIle, the approach of winter rendering it ne­
cessary for the army to retire to comfortable quarters general 
Izard crossed the ma' rt f h' , " , , ~or pa 0 IS troops IDto the AmerIcan 
territory leavmg a garr· 'E ' h' , ' . lson 10 rle, W lch also was soon af-ter withdrawn. 
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Thus ended a third campaign in Upper Canada, without a 
single important conquest being secured. The operations of 
the army under Brown, however, are not to be considered as 
worthless and inefficient. . They have, in the most complete 
manner, effaced the stain thrown on the army by the imbecile 
efforts of .its infancy, and have cast a lustre on the American 
name, by a series of the most brilliant victories, over troops 
heretofore considered matchless. Nor ought we to lose 
sight of the effect produced by these events on the count ... y at 
lat;ge, actively engaged as was almost every citizen, in rJ:pel­
ling, or in preparing,to repel, the invaders Qf their' homes. 
This effect was without doubt extensiv~ly beneficial; and per­
haps it may not be improper to ascribe to Brown and. his -gal­
lant companions in arms a part of that renown which the arms 
ofthe United States have acquired by the defeat., in almost ev­
ery instance, of the powerful force$ with whiclt .it has,been 
assailed. 
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OHAPTER ITI. . . 

§ 1. British depredations in the Chesapeake. § 2. M?vements of Bar­
ney'., flotilla. § 3. Measures for the. ~efence of Baltimore and Wash. 
ington. § 4 ... \ rrival of the expedl~I?f! under general Ross. § 5. 
Landing and movements of the British army. § 6. Battle of Bla~ 
densburg. § 7. Capture of Washingt0!l'. and destruction of the pub­
lic buildings. § 8. Retreat of the British. § 9. Fort . WarburtoD 
blown up. § 10. Alexandria plundered. § 11. Preparations for cu~ 
ting off the retreat of the plullderers. § 12. Bombardment of the bat. 
teries under commodores Porter and Perry. § 13 Commodore Rod· 
gers' fire-ships. § 14. Defeat and death of sir Peter Pal'ker. 

§ 1. T HE British squadron in the Chesapeake, under ad· 
miral Cockburn, still continued their system of pluqc\rr and 
devastation along the coasts of the bay, and the numerous ri­
vers of which it forms the estuary. The princjpal, if not the. 
only naval protection to this exposed coast, consisted of the flo­
tilla under commodore Barney, but this presented but a very 
imperfect protection to this extensive line of frontier. 

§ 2. On the 1st of June, the flotilla, making sail from th~ 
mouth of the Patuxent, with the wind from the northward, 
disc<wered two of the enemy's schooners down the bay. The 
schooners made signals and fired guns; when a large ship was 
seen getting under way, which dispatched a number of barges 
to the ~ssistance of the schooners. Unfortunately at this time 
. the wind shifted, which brought the ship to windward, and 
Barney was thus forced to put back into the Patuxent, whither 
he was followed by a seventy-four, three schooners, and seven 
barges wi~h a fresh wind. But the gun-boats being in the 
real', particularly one which was laden with irovisions, Barney 
so0!l found it necessary to hazard an engagement to prevent . 
. thelr capture. Accordingly, bringing his sloop and one of the 
gun-boats to an anchor, he sent men on board of the provision 
boat, to assist in bringing her in, and made signals for his • 
barges to return and join him. At this moment his sloop and 
gun:boat. ope~ed a fire on a schooner of the enemy" which was. 
lead10g 10 With a number of barges. She immediately bore 
up, and got her boats ahead to tow her off. seeing which the 
,\ . .' __ mencan barges rowed down upon her and the other sch~-

llers, and gave them a number of shot at long distance. But 
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the chase was soon given up, and the flotilla returned to port. 
During the firing, a British barge threw a number of rockets, 
which did no execution. 

On the 8th, the enemy being reinforced with a razee and 
a sloop of war brig, the flotilla moved up the Patuxent to the 
m~u.th of St. Leonard's creek, and on being followed by the 
British squadron, they moved up the creek about two miles, 
and moored in .line, abreast, across the channel, where they 
prepared for actIOn. The creek not being accessible to ships, 
the barges of the enemy, fifteen in number, were dispatched 
against the flotilla. As they approached, they advanced a rocket 
barge, at which several shot were fired by the flotilla, but they 
fell short, as rockets can be thrown a greater distance than 
shot. Barney, therefore, got his ·barges, thirteen in number, 
under weigh, and leaving the sloop and gun-boats at anchor, 
they rowed down upon the enemy, who precipitately fled from 
their position. The pursuit was continued till the flotilla came 
near the enemy's shipping, when, after firing a few shot, the 
American barges returned to their moorings. In the after­
noon, the British barges again came up, again threw rockets, 
and were again pursued out of the creek. 

During these encounters, the British are said to have suf. 
fered considerably. The large schoonel:. was nearly destroyed, 
having several shot through her at the water's edge; her deck 
torn up, gun dismounted, and mainmast nearly cut off about 
halfway up, and otherwise much cut. They ran her ashore 
to prevent her sinking. The 'commodore's boat was cut in 
two; a shot went through the rocket boat; one of the small 
schooners, carrying two thirty-two pounders, had a shot which 
raked her from aft forward. The boats generally suffered; 
but their loss was not ascertained. 

On the 15th, the enemy having received further reinforce­
ments, sent a detachment of boats up the river, which took 
possel)sion of Benedict and Marlborough, the latter only 18 
miles from Washington. After plundering a quantity of stock, 
and burning the tobacco warehouses, which, according to the 
British statement, contained 2500 hogsheads of tobacco, they 
returned to their ships. 

Shortly after this affair, in order to extricate the flotilla from 
it~ confined situation, a battery was hastily thrown up on a 
point of land at the junction of St. Leonard's creek and the 
Patuxent, and a combined attack being made by the flotilla 
and a small body of infantry and artillery, the British squad­
ron was forced to drop down the Patuxent, which enabled 
commodore Barney to pass his flotilla up that river. 

VOL. IV. E 
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§ 3. At this time no apprehen~ions were e.ntertained of any 
serious attack being made on any Important pomt by the enemy s 
forces in the Chesapeake.. But towards the end of June, cer­
tain intelligence was receIved of the complete success of the 
allies in the subjugation of Franc<:, a.nd gove.rnment were 
ted to believe, as well from commUnIcatIons r~~elved .from our 
ministers abroad, as from the tone of the BrltJshprmts, that 
a powerful force was about t? be sent to th~ Unite~ States. A 
variety of considerations pomted to Washmgton CIty and Bal­
timore as prominent objects of attack. . 

Immediate measures of defence had therefore become ne­
cessary; and accordingly, a new military ?is~rict was creat~dt 
embracing the state of Maryland, the DIstrICt of (~olumbIa, 
and that part of Virgmia lying between the Rappalian~ock and 
Potomack, the command of which was given to general Win­
der. A requisition was made on certain states for a corps of 
93,500 militia, and the executive of each state was requested 
to detach and hold' in readiness for immediate service their re­
spective quotas. Of that r'equisition, 2000 effectives from the 
quota of Virginia; 5000 from that of Pennsylvania; 6000,' 
the whole quota of Maryland; and 2000, the estimated num· 
ber of the militia of the District of Columbia, were put at the 
disposition of general Winder, making an aggregate of 15,000, 
exclusive of about 1000 regulars. But this force, which, had 
it been well organized, and ready to meet the foe at anv threat­
ened point, would have been amply sufficient for def~~ee, to­
talh failed in the hour of need. From the tardiness incident 
to'the present imperfect militia system of the United States, 
~he .Virginia and Pennsylvania troops could not be organi~.ed 
m time to' meet the enemy, although the battle which seal- , 
ed the fate of Washington did not take place till a month after 
they were.c~l1ed out. And even of the Maryland militia, nearly 
one h~f Jomed the army but half an hour before the action. 
A ~onsl~erab]e pa~t. of this delay was occasioned by general 
W mder s ':lot recelV~ng the. authority ~o call out the state troops 
for. some t!mt: after ~t was Issued, OWIng to his being constant­
ly m motIOn at thIS period, in order to acquire a complete knowledge ?f the topography of the district. . I 

~ 4. Durmg the month of July, the enemy's fleet ascended 
bot? the Pot~mack and Patuxent, and committed great depre­dat~ons,. particularly on '~e former river. Admiral Cochrane 
arrIved m the Chesapeake in the beginning of August and on the 17th the Reet n' r ' . • '. M ' . ,ow 10 great lOree, wa!') )omed by admiral 
Ba1al~olm, With the e~pedition from Bermud'a, destined againSt tlmore and Washmgton. 
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§ 5~ The Circumstance of Barney's flotilla having taken shel­
ter at tlte head of the Patuxent proved extremely favourable 
to an attack on Washington, as it masked the intention of the 
enemy. Thi~ attac~, therefore, ,being determined on, Coch. 
rane moved his squadron up the river. Previously to his en­
tering the Patuxent, however, he detached captain Gordon, 
with a number of ships and bombs to the Potomack, to bom­
bard fort Warburton, with a view of destroying that fort, and 

-opening a free communication above, as well as to cover the 
retreat of the army, should its return by the Bladensburg road' 
be found too hazardous. Sir Peter Parker, with the Mene­
laus and some small vessels, was sent up the Cllesapeake to 
make a diversion in that quarter. The remainder of the naval 
force, and the troops, moved up the Patuxent to Benedict, 
where the army was landed upon the 19th and 20th. 

So soon as the necessary provisions and stores could be as-­
sembled and arr.anged, major-general Ross, with his army, 
moved towards Nottingham. while the British' flotilla, consist­
ing of the armed launches, pinnaces, barges, and other boats 
of the fleet, under admiral Cockburn, passed up the river, 
keeping on the right flank of the army, for the double purpose 
of supplying it with provisions, and, if necessary, of passing 
it over to the left bank of the river, which secured a safe re­
treat to the ships, should it be judged necessary. The army 
reached Nottingham on the 21st, and the following dayarri­
ved at Marlborough. Th~ flotilla, keeping pace with the ar­
my, arrived within sight of Barney's flotilla .on the 22d. It 
was instantly set on fire by a small party of sailors who had 
been left for that purpose, the commodore having previously 
joined general Winder with the greater part of his force. The 
flotilla soon blew up, excepting one vessel, which fell into the 
hands of the eneiny. . _ . 

While a large regular army, well disciplined and accoutred, 
-accompanied with a strong naval force, was thus within 16 miles 
of the American capital, the principal part of the force des­
tined to defend it had not arrived, and a considerable portion 
still remained at their homes. The actual force under geneval 
Winder only amounted to about 3090 men, of whom 1400 
were regulars, including the marines and sea-fencibles under 
tommodore Bargev; the remainder were volunteers and mi­
litia, principally from the District of Columbia. The force 
of the enemy at this time was variously estimated. The best 
opinion made them from 5000 to 7000. They were without 
cavalry, and had on~1 two small field-pieces and one howitzer, 
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drawn by men. Four hundred of the, American troops were 
cavalry, and they had 17 pieces of ar~ll,lery. , 

On 'the afternoon of the 23d the British ar~y agam set o~t, 
d after some skirmishing with the American advance, 10 

:hich the latter were compelled to retreat, bivouacked for the 
night five miles in advance of Marlborough. Towards ~un­
set, general Winder ordered. his troops to retreat to W ashlD~. 
ton, that he might effect a UOlon of hl~ whole forces. fo thl& 
he was also induced by the fear of a n.lg~t ~tt~ck, ,fror,n the su­
periorityof the enemy, and want of, dlsclpb,ne, m ~lS tr?ops, 
and knowing that in such an attack hIs. superiorIty m arullery 
could not he used. 

Meanwhile general Sta?sbury a~~i~ed at Bladensburg ?n the 
22d with about 1300 Baltimore mlhtla, and on the evenmg of 
the 23d he was joined by colonel Sterrett with ~nother J?ilitia 
regiment from Baltimore, about 5001;trong, a rifle battah~n of 
about 150 men, and two companies of volllnteer artillery, al­
so about 150 strong; making Stansbury's whole force about 
2100. Most of these troops were extremely fatigued by their 
march from Baltimore. 

General Stansbury encamped during the night of. the 23d 
on a hill near Bladensburg, with the intention of attacking the 
enemy at reveille next morning, in compliance with previous 
orders from general Winder. Near midnight, a firing from 
the advanced pickets on the road by which the enemy was ex­
pected, caused the troops to be prepared for action, and they 
were kept under arms till after two the following morning; and 
hardly had they again retired to their tents, when information 
was received from general Winder that he had retreated to the . 
city by the Eastern branch bridge. As this movement of 
Winder exposed both the rear and right flank of Stansbury's 
troops, and his officers, whom he immediately consulted, were 
unanimous in opinion that his situation on the hill could not 
be defe~ded with the force then under his command, worn 
?Olyn with hunger and fatigue as they were, it was consi4ereci 
)~dlspensably nece~sary that the troops should immediately re­
tlTe. across the bridge at Bladensburg, and take a position 
whlc? they could defend on the road betweeh. that place and 
the city. Orders were therefore instantly given to strike tents 
and prepare to march. In about thirty minutes without noise 
or con,fusion, the ,whole were in motion, and ~bout half past 
three m the mornmg passed the bridge at Bladensburg which 
leads to the 't f W h' , 

, CI Y 0 as ~ngton. Securing the rear from sur-
prIse, the troops halted m the road till the approach of day. 
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with a view of finding some place where water could be had, 
that the men might partake of some refreshment. 

§ 6. Early in the morning of the 24th, the troops were 
again put in motion towards the city, with a view of taking a 
stand on some more favourable ground for defence, when or­
ders were received from general Winder to give the enemy 
battle at Bladensburg, should he move that way, and that he 
would join, if necessary. Stansbury immediately ordered his 
troops to retrace their steps to Bladensburg, and took a posi­
tion to the west of that place, in an orchard on the left of the 
Washington road. Here his artillery, consisting of six six· 
pounders, pOlSted themselves behind a small breastwork of 
earth, which had been lately thrown up, and the riflemen and 
infantry were posted in the rear and to the left, so as to pro· 
teet the position. This battery commanded the pass into Bla· 
densburg, and the bl'idge leading to Washington. 

Meanwhile general Winder's troops, including commodore 
Barney's command, made a'rapid marth from Washington, 
and arrived upon the grou~d just"as the enemy made their ap­
pearance behind Bladensburg. Colonel BeaU, with about 800 
militia from Annapolis, had crossed the bridge about half an 
hour before, and posted himself on the right of the Washing­
ton road. The force which had arrived from the city was 
formed in a second line, on the right and left of the road in the 
rear of Stansbury's and Beall's command, the heavy artillery 
under commodore Barney being posted on or near the road. 

About half after 12, while the second line was forming, the 
enemy approached, and the battle commenced. The Balti­
more al'tillery opened their fire, and dispersed the enemy's 
light troops now advancing along the street of the village, wh~ 
tQek a temporary cover behind the houses and trees, in loose 
order, and presented objects only occasionally for the fire of 
the cannon. The enemy then commenced throwing his rock· 
ets, and his light troops began to concentrate near the bridge, 
and to press across it antI the river, which was fordable above. 
The Baltimore riflemen now united with the fire of the batte­
ry; and.for some time with considerable effect. The enemy's 
column was not only dispersed while in the street, but while 
approaching the bridge diey were thrown into some confusion, 
and the "British officers were seen exerting themselves to press 
the soldiers Ob. Having now gained the bridge, the enemy 
passed it rapidly, and immediately flanked, formed the line, 
and advanced steadily'on, which compelled the artillery and 
riflemen 'to give way.- But they were soon rallied, and nnited 
with the other 13al~imore troops at a small distance in the rear 
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of their first position. One of the pi~ces of artillery was 
abandoned and spiked. 

A company of volunteer artillery from the city, under the 
command of captain Burch, and a small detachme~t near it, 
now opened a cross fire on the enemy, who were par~l~lly shel­
tered by the trees of an orchard, and kept up a palhng fire ,on 
part of the American line. Colonel Sterret, with one of the 
Baltimore regiments, was ordered to advance, and made ~ 
prompt movement, until or~ered to halt j for ~ this mom~Dt 
the other two BaltImore regIments w~re thrown lOto confusl<. 
by the rockets of the enemy, and bega~ to give way. ~n a 
few minutes they took to fligbt, in defiance of all the exertlons 
of generals Winder and Stansbury and other officers. Burch's 
artillery and Sterrel's regiment remained firm, until, being 
out fla~ked, they were ordered to retreat, with a view of 
re-forming at a small distance in the rc::ar. But instead of retir­
ing ill order, the militia regiment retreated in disorder and 
confusion. Thus was the first line, which consisted almost 
exclusively of Baltimon: militia, • totally routed and put t~ 
flight, 

On the right colonels Beall and Hood, commanding the An­
napolis militia, had thrown forward a small detachment, un­
der colonel Kramer. After maintaining their ground for some 
time with considerable injury to the enemy, this advance was 
driven back on the main body. Their retreat exposed the 
enemy's column in the road to the city artillery, under major 
Peter, which continued an animated discharge on them till 
they .. came in contact with commodore Barney's command. 
Here the enemy met the greatest resistance, and sustained the 
greatest loss, while advancing upon the retreating line. WheD 
the, British came in full view, and in a heavy column in ~he 
malO road, Barney ordered an eighteen pounder to be opened 
upon them, which completely cleared the road, and repulsed 
them. I,n several attempts to rally and advance, the enemy 
were agalO repulsed, which induced them to flank to the right 
of the American line in an open field. Here three tw.elve­
pounders opened upon them, and the flotilla men acted as in­
~antry wit~ considerable effect. The enemy continued H~nk. 
lUg to the fight, and pressed upon the Annapolis milititi,' which 
gave way after three or four rounds of ineffectual fire, while 
colone~ B~all and other ofticers attempted to rally the men up­
on theIr hIgh position. Commodore Barney's command now 
~ad the whole force of the enemy to contend with. The Bri-
tIsh never agat'n h . . d ' .£' • " .owever, attempte to appear In lorce 10 
front, but contmulDg to outflank, pushed forward a few ~cat~ 
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tering sharp. shooters, by whom Barney was wounded, and 
several of his officers killed or wounded. Being now com­
pletely outflanked on both sides, the ammunilion~waggons 
having gone off in disorder, and that which the marines and 
flotilla men had being exhausted, Barney ordered a retreat; 
in consequence of his wouhd, he himself was made prisoner •. 
His pieces feU 'into the hands of the enemy.· " 

The Georgetown and city militia, and the few regulars 
which wer~ on the field, still remained firm; but being now 
also outflanked, they were ordered by general Winder to re.­
treat, which was effected with as much order as the nature of 
the ground would permit. After retiring five or six hundred 
paces, they were halted and form~d, but were again ordered to 
retreat, and to collect and form on the height near the capitol. 
Here they were joined by a regiment of Virginia militia, who 
had arrived in the city the preceding evening, but had been 
detained there by some difficulties which had arisen in furnish-
ing them wit~ arms and ammunition. • 

Gener~l Winder had endeavoured to direct the retreat of 
the Baltimore troops towards the city, but from the confusion 
in which they fled, was not able to effect it, and they directed 
their course northwardly towards Montgomery court·house. 
This wrong direction to their course was principally caused 
by their ignorance of there being a second line of troops be­
hind them, general Winder's forces having arrh'ed jl:lst as the 
action commenced. -

The British estimated their lo~s in-this battle at 64 killed, 
and 185 wounded. The loss of the Americans was estimated 
by the superintending surgeon at 10 or 12 killed, and about 30 
wounded, some of whom afterw~rds died. The most proba­
ble estimate of the British force made it about 4500; of the 
American 6000; but it must be recollected that the enemv's 
troops were all regulars, wno had seen service, and were fed 
by able officers of great experience, while the American 
troops were all mili~ia, with the exception of a few hundred 
seamen and regulars; that one half of t,hem were not collect~ 
ed together till the day before the engagement, and about 800 
did not arrive till a few minutes before its commenCf'ment ; 
that from the uncertainty whether Baltimore, the city of 
Washington, or Fort Washington, would be selected as the 
point of attack, it was necessary that the troops· should fre­
quently change ~heir positions, ,?wing to which, and t~ "alarms 
causelessly excited on the night of the 23d, they were all much 
fatigued, and many of them nearly exhausted, at the time 
when the hostile army was cro~sing the bridge; and finally, 
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that the officers commanding the troops were generally ·un­
ko'), ... n to general Winder, and bu.t. a ve~y sma}! number of 
them had enjoyed the ~enefit .of mIhtary mstr'!ctlon or.expe­
rience. When these cIrcumstances are taken IDto considera­
tion we think we shall not hazard much in.asser.ting, now 
thct'the violent feelings of the moment have subsided, that 
the American militia rather gained! than lost honour on the 
field of Bladensburg. The Baltimore troops fought gallantly, 
until forced to retreat by their flanks being tlllmed. While 
retreatir,~, by order of their commander, they were thrown 
into c·Jnfusioo bv a new mode of warfare, of which the ef­
fects were to th~m totaHy unknown*. The bravery of Bar­
ney's command needs no comment, and the orderly retreat of 
the Ant :·;polis and District of Columbia militia, in the face of 
a regular army of superior numbers (now that the Baltimore 
troops had dispersed), is above all praise • 

.Ii, remarkable circumstance attendant on this battle 'was 
the presence of the American president and he~ds' of depart­
ments. They retreated with the second line of .troops' to 
,\\r ashington) where a consultation was held with the com­
manding general as to the propriety of making a stand on the 
hf>ights near the capitol, or in the capitol itself. General 
\.\ 'inder stated, that the diminution of his force was such as 
to render it impossible to place his troops in a position which 
w'mld prevent the enemy from taking him on the flanks as 
well as in front; and that no reasonable hope could be enter­
tained, that any of the troops could be relied on to make a 
resistance as desperate as necessary, in an isolated building, 
which could not be supported bv a sufficiency of troops with .. ' 
out: indeed it would haveta'ken nearly the whole of the 
troops, he said, to have sufficiently filled the two wingst, which 
~ould hav<: left the enemy masters of every other part of the 
CIty, and gIVen him the opportunity, without risk, in 24 hours 
to h~ve starved them into a surrender. The objection equally 
apphed to th~ occupation. of any particular part of the city. 
It was accordmgly determmed to retire through Georgetown. 
and take post on the heights in the rear of that place with a 
view.of. collecting together the whole of the forces. ' 

It IS Impossible, says the commander of the militia of the 
district, in his dispatch; it is impossible to do justice to the 

·ksom~. of the finest troops of France were thrown into confusion by the 
roc et brlgacle at the battle of Leipsic. . , 
f ~hT~e \'d? wings consti!uted the whole of the capitol, the central part 

~ , eli'. uhl IIIg never havmg been erected. The wings were connected 
) a s g t wooden gallery. 
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anguish evinced by the troops of Washington and George­
town, on the receipt of this order. The' idea of leaving 
their families, their houses, and their homes, at the mercy of 
an enraged enemy, was insupportable. To preserve that or­
der which was maintained during the retreat, was now no 
longer practicable. As they retired through Washington and 
Georgetown, numbers were obtaining and taking leave to 
visit their homes, and again rejoining; and with ranks thus 
broken and scattered, they halted at night on the heights near 
Tenly Town, and on the ensuing day assembled at Montgo­
mery court-house. 

§ 7. Meanwhile general Ross, after halting his army a short 
time for refreshment, pushed on towards Washington, where 
he arrived unmolested about eight in the evening.\ Having 
stationed his main body on the heights about a mile ~md a half 
east of the capitol, he led his advance, consisting of about 700 
men, into the deserted city. 

Washington, though denominated a city, and though the 
seat of the federal government, possesses but an inconsidera­
ble population, which is spar~ely scattered over an extensive 
site. The capitol stands near the centre of the city; the presi­
dent's palace and navy yard are each distant aboQt a mile 
from that building, in opposite directions. Around each of 
these situations, stands what would elsewhere be denominated 
a village, and a few scattering rows of buildings have been 
erected on tBe avenue leading from the capitol to the presi­
dent's house, and thence to Georgetown, each about a mile in 
'length. The number of, houses in the city does not exceed 
nine hundred; its inhabitants amount to about eight thousand. 
The capitol and the president's hOllse a~e built of a beautiful 
white freestone, and ha~e been desen'edly esteemed the finest 
specimens of architecture in the United States, if not upon 
the continent. The capitol was in an unfinished state, the two 
wings only having beeD erected; the upper part of the north 
wing contained th~ senate-chamber, with the committee 
rooms, and office containing their archieves, and the congres­
sional library, a valuable collection of books; in the lower 
part was the "hall of the supreme court of the United States. 
The southern wing was exclusively devoted to the hall of 
the house of representatives and their necessary offices, the 
whole of the Upper part being occupied by the hall and it. 
galleries. .. 

Washington, thus abandoned to the British arms, pre~ented 
now a most peplorable scene. Though surre~dered wI~hout 
the slightest opposition, and though totally WIthout forufica-
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tions the British naval and military commanders -(admiral 
Cock'burn and general Ross) immediately issued orders for, 
and personally superintended the conflagration of the public 
buildings, with .all the testim~nials of taste ~nd ~iterature 
which they contaIned. The capItol a.nd the.pr:sldent shouse, 
together with the costly and extensIVe bUIldIngs erected for 
the accommodation of the principal officers of government in 
the transaction of public business, were, on the memorable 
night of the 24th of August, consigned to the flames. The 
large hotel on the capitol hill, the great bridge ac.ross the Po­
tomac, and the private rope-walks, shared the same fate. 

A consultation had been held by the president and the heads 
of departments on the subject of the navy yard, on the morn­
ing preceding the battle of Bladensburg. The secretary of 
the navy described the situation of the public vessels, and the 
nature of the public property, at that establishment; the vast 
importance of the supplies, and of the shipping, to the enemy, 
particularly as there appeared to be no doubt of his squadron 
form;ng a junction with his army, should it succeed in the con­
quest of the capitol (general Winder having distinctly stated on 
the same morning, that Fort Washington could not be de­
fended); and as, in this event, nothing could be more clear 
than that he would first plunder, and then destroy the build­
ings and i~p~ovements ; or if unable to carry off the plunder 
~nd t~e shIppIng, he would destroy the whole. And if the 
JunctIOn should be formed, it would be a strong inducement 
to ~he enemy to rem.ain, in order to launch the new frigate, 
whIch the force at hIS command would accomplish in four or 
five days. H~ \~ould then carry off the whole of the public 
stores and. shIppIng, and destroy the establishment; and, in 
the mea? tIme, great.ly ~xtend the field of his plunder and 
devastatIOn. Thus, In eIther case, whether the' junction walli 
formed, or .whether the army alone entered the city, the loss 
~r v des.tructlOn of t~e whole of the public property at the 

a y yard ~vas certam. It was, therefore determined as the 
result of thiS co l' h h' , . . nsu tatlOn, t at t e public shipping, and naval 
and mJhtary st?res, and provisions at the navy yard should 
be destroyed m the t f h ' ..' . '. even 0 t e enemv s obtammg posses-
Sion of the city Agr bl h' d . .. . h' h h db· eea y to t IS etermmatlOn, the trams, 
'~lC a een previously laid, were fired on the approach of 
t e enemy, and. the public buildings, stores and vessels were 
shoon wrapped 10 Hames, and were all de~tro1.'ed excepting 
t e new schooner Ly h' h . J , 

T . . nx, w IC escaped 10 an extraordinary manner. he f lssumg store 0 the yard, and its contents, 
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which had escaped the original conflagration, were soon after 
totally destroyed by the enemy. 
, The only loss which the enemy sustained in the city was at 
Greenleaf's point. A detachment was sent down to destroy 
it, and in the midst of their devastations, a firebrand having 
been thrown into a dry well in which a quantity of powder 
had been previously hidden, it exploded with great violence, 
by which a number of lives were lost. 

Nearly the whole of the male population having joined the 
army, a great number of houses were broken open and plun­
dered by the blacks and a few disorderly inhabitants. The 
conduct of the British in general was orderly*. 

The utmost efforts of general Winder were now devoted to 
collect his troops, and to prepare them to move down toward 
the city, and hang upon and strike at the enemy whenever an 
opportunity occurred. The next morning, however, intelli­
gence was received that the enemy had moved from Washing­
ton the preceding night, and was in full march for Baltimore. 
Winder accordingly advanced as rapidly as was practicable to 
that city; but on his arrival at Snell's bridge, on the Patuxent, 
Winder learned that the enemy was proceeding to Marlbo­
rough, and not toward Baltimore • 

. § B. Having completed the destruction of the public build­
ings in the course of the 25th, the British left the city at nine 
that night, and by a rapid march reached Marlborough in the 
course of the next day. On the evening of the 29th they 
reached Benedict, and re-embarked the following day. 

§ 9. Meanwhile captain Gordon proceeded up the Potomac 
with his squadron, consisting of two frigates, two bomb-ves­
sels, two rocket-ships, and a schoo'ner. Owing to the shoals, 
and contrary winds, they were not able to reach Fort Wash­
ington, about fifteen miles below the city, until the evenin$ 
of the 27th, two days after the army under Ross had com­
menced their retreat. The bomb-ships immediately began to 
bombard the fort; but on the bursting of the first shell, the 
garrison was observed to retreat, and in a short time, to 
the great surprise of the British commander, the fort was 
blown up. 

• The famous (or rather infamous) Cockburn must be excepted from this 
remark. He so far la,id aside the dignity of a British admiral as meanly 
to reven~e himself on the property of a printer, who, he said, had heen 
"iving him some hard rubs. A file ot' soldiers were employe~ to ransack 
his office and. destroy his types and presses, What a magnammou s s~ec. 
tacle ! wh~t a chivalroui Ipirit was here displayed! . 
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When the British arm\' first left the Patuxent, their destina­
tion could not be foretold by general Winder. Baltimore, 
Fort Washington, and the federal city seemed equally threat­
ened. Fort 'Vashington, which commands the Potomac, 
was considered almost impregnable to any attack by water, 
though too weak to be ddended against any large force ,by 
land. Captain Dyson, the commander, therefore, ~as 10-

structed, in case the British army should approach hIS rear, 
to blow up the fort, and proceed with his command across the 
Potomack. But n(lthing was farther from the mtention of 
general Winder than that this important post should be deser­
ted, on being attacked by a naval force*. 

§ 10. Nothing was now left to oppose the progress of the 
British squadron, and t~ey proceeded slowly up the river to 
Alexandria, with thdr barges employed in sounding in ad­
vance. 

On the day preceding the battle of Bladensburg, a com­
mittee of vigilance, which had been appointed by the inhabi­
tants to watch over the safety of Alexandria, in this time of 
peril, despairing, they allege, of receiving an) assistance from 
the general government, and having information of the rapid 
approach of the enemy towards the capital by land, and that 
their squadron was approaching Alexandria by water, deemed 
it their duty to recommend to the common council the pa5sage 
of a resolution, that in case the British vessels should pass the 
fort, or their forces approach the town by land, and there should 
be no sufficient force to oppose them, with any reasonable pros­
pect of success, they should appoint a committee to carry a f12g 
to the officer commanding the enemy's force about to attack 
the town, and to procure the best terms in their power for the 
safet¥ of persons, houses, and property. This resolution was 
u~ammo'}ly adopted by the common council, and on the af­
T.1Val of the British at 'V ashington, a Hag was sent to the Bri­
tIsh command~r th~re, to know what treatment might be ex­
pe~ted from hIm, 10 case his troops should approach Alexan­
dna, and sh~uld !,Ilcceed in obtaining possession of the town. 
The deputatIOn were assured by admiral Cockburn, that pri­
vate proptrty of all descriptions sheuld be respected; that it 

• ~a~~n Dys?n alleged, in justification, that he had learnt that the en. 
e~~ la een remforced at Benedict, 2000 strong and that they were on 
~ ftl~hmar.ch to Bco.operate with the fleet, in addition to the force which 
e e City,. ut, surely he should not han! deserted his post on a vague 

rumour, which thiS must have b H 
martial an,1 d'sm' d h .een. e was shol'tly after tried by a court· 

, u. I Isse t e serVice, 
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was probable that fresh provisions and some flour might be 
wanted, but that whatever they did take should be paid for. 

After the blowing up of Fort Washington a similar deputa­
tipn was dispatched to the naval commander. But Gardon 
had other intentions than those avowed by Cockburn. He 
would give no reply until he had placed his shipping in such a 
position before the town, as would ensure assent to the hard 
terms he had decided to enforce. These were, the surrender 
of all naval and ordnance stores, public and private, and all the 
shipping and merchandize of the town. Gordon having ar­
ranged his vessels along the town, the defenceless inhabitants 
were forced to submit; and the plunderers took possession of 
three ships, three brigs, several bay and river craft, 16,000 
barrels of flour, 1000 hogsheads of tobacco, 150 bales of cot­
ton, and wine, sugar, and other articles to the value of about 
five thousand dollars • 

. ~ 11. But though Gordon, with his buccaneering crew, had 
thus taken possession of Alexandria, without a single gun be­
ing fired against him, he was not destined to carry off his booty 
entirely unmolested. General Hungerford arrived near Alex­
andria with the Virginia militia, amI commodores Rodgers, 
Porter, and Perry, with a detachment of sailors from Balti­
more. It was not deemed proper to disturb the enemy at 
AlexaRdria, as that would probably cause the destruction of 
the place. Commodore Porter,' therefore, proceeded down 
the river, and threw up an entrenchment on a bluff, not far from 
the ruins of the fort, on the opposite side of the river; and 
commodore Perr>' threw up another a little below. The ar­
rival of a small despatch vessel, which had to fight its way past 
Porter's battery, convinced Gordon he had no time to lose, 
and he therefore precipitately left Alexandria, without waiting 
to destroy the stores which he had not the means of carrying 
off. 

~ 12. To endeavour to clear the passage, Gordon first sent 
down a bomb-ship and two barges, one carrying a long thirty­
tWQ pounder, the other a mortar. These vessels commenced 
their operations on Porter's battery, the bomb-ship throwing 
shells in front, out of the reach of shot, the barges flanking on 
the right. 

When the small vessel passed upwards, the preceding day, 
Porter had only two small four-pounders, but the same even­
ing two eighteen pounders reached his position. His force 
consist~d principally of sailors; some navy and militia'o:1icers 
and private citiZens acted as volunteers. General Hunger­
ford's militia, who were ordered to co-operate, were stationed 

• 
:( 
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'n the woods on each side of the hattery, in such positions as 
~ould effectually protect its rear, in the event of the enemy's 
landin~. These positions, it was supposed, would have ena­
bled them to clear the enemy's decks with their musketry, and 
in a great measure ser\'e to divert his fire from the battery, 
while the thick woods on the high bank would conceal them 
from view. 

The firing lasted all day without intermission; several 
shells fell near, and burst over the battery, but this had no 
other effect than to accllstom the militia to the danger. In the 
afternoon, Porter took an eighteen pounder to a more advanced 
point, about a mile distant, and commenced a fire o~ the bomb­
ship, which did so much execution as to draw on ~lm the fire 
of all the vessels, including a schooner and an eighteen gun 
brig which had dropped down that day. . . 

The following day (August 3) Gordon left Alexandria with 
his prizes, which he anchored above the battery, out of the 
reach of the cannon. The bombarding vessels were reinforced 
by another bomb-ship, and a sloop of war fitted up as a rocket 
ship. The latter anchoring within reach of the battery, Porter 
was enabled,to play on her with great effect, and compelled her 
to change her position. All this day and the succeeding night, 
the enemy kept up a brisk fire of shot, shells, and rockets. 

~ 13. Within a few hours of the departure of the enemy, 
commodore Rodgers arrived at Alexandria from above, with 
three small fire-vessels, under the protection of four barges or 
cutters manned with about 60 seamen armed with muskets. 
He immediately proceeded to attack two frigates and a bomb­
ship, which lay about two miles below. The failure of the 
wind, just as they were within reach of the enemy, prevented 
any beneficial effect being produced. On their approach, the 
whole of the enemy's boats were put in motion. Some were em­
ployed in towing off the fire-vessels, and the remainder in pur­
s~it ~f Rodgers' cutters. They did not, however, venture to come 
wlthm musket shot, though much superior both in force and 
numbers, but continued at a distance firing their great guns for 
about half an hour, and then retired to their ships • 

. The following day another fire-vessel was prepared; but it 
bemg calm, Rodgers ordered his lieutenant and the four cut­
ters to proceed with a lighter, carrying an eighteen pounder, 
to attac.k a bomb-ship, which, in the anxiety of the enemy to 
~et below the works which Porter and Perry had thrown up, 

ad been left exposed to attack. At sun-set however just as 
he was about to give orders to attack the bom'b, Rodge;s disco­
vered one of the enemy's frigates behind a point, which obliged 
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him to relinquish this determination, and give orders to pro­
ceed acro"s to the Virginia shore, to haul up the boats, and 
place the lighter in a sitl1ation to be defended against the barges 
of the enemy. ' , 

About nine o'clock at night, Rodgers again shifted his situa· 
tK)D to the opposite shore, owing to a man being sdzed under 
suspicious circumstances on the beach1 near a small boat, about 
a m,ile above the enemy's head most ship. The cutters were 
now hauled up, the lighter placed in an advantageous position, 
and the seamen on the top of a cliff overlooking the river .. 
Scarcely had this arrangement been completed, when an attack 
was made by all the enemy's barges. It was met with great 
intrepidity, the enemy were thrown into co_nfusion, and dri\'en 
back with loss. The only injury which Rodgers sustained, 
was one man wounded on board the lighter. , 

The work at Porter's battery continued to go on; five light 
field-pieces, from four to six pounder.s, arrived and were plant­
ed, and hopes were entertained of soon receiving some long 
thirty-two pounders from Washington; a furnace was built 
for hot sh~t, and time only appeared necessary to make the bat­
tery formidable. The whole of the 4th and 5th, an incessant 
fire was kept up by the enemy night and day. He had once at­
tempted landing at night, it is sup?osed with an intention of 
spiking the guns of the battery, but was repulsed by the picket 
guam. The plan of abnoying him by advancing guns was now 
adopted with better effect than before. The rocket-ship lying 
close in shore, was much cut up by a twelve pounder and two 
sixes carried to a point; scarcely a shot missed its hull, and 
for one hour the fire of all the ttnemy's force was drawn to this 
point. 

The want of ammunition n@w caus,ed a suspension of firing 
at,the battery at a most unfortunate moment, just as commo­
• Rodgers was approaching with his last fire-ship. The 
enemy being thus enabled to direct the whole of their atten­
tion towards him, Rodgers was forced to fire the vessel pre­
mature.1y, and order his boats to re-tire, to prevent their being 
taken possession of by the nume::rous barges of the enemy. 

: Some thirty-two pounders now arrived at the battery, and 
carpenters were employed to make carriages. Two mortars, 
a large quantity of ammunition, and an abundance of shot and 
shells were also received; two barges were equipping, and 
every thing promised that the battery would speedily be put in ' 
a proper state for annoying the enemy. In the evening two 
frigates anchored above, making the whol~ force of the enemy 
opposed to the battery three frigates, three bomb-ships, a 
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sloop of war a brig, a schooner, and two barges, carrying al­
together 173' guns. The guns mounted in the battery were 
three IS pounders, two 12 pounders, six 9 pounders, and two 
fours. The two mortars were without carriages, as were all 
the thirtv-twos for notwithstanding every effort was made, 
both at W ashin~ton and on the spot, they could not be com-
pleted in time. . . . . 

On the morning of the 6th, the enemy showmg a dISposItIOn 
to move, intelligence to that effect was sent to general Hung~r­
ford and preparations made to meet them at the battery wIth 
hot ~hot. About 12 o'clock the two frigates got under way, 
with a fair wind and tide, and stood down; the rocket-sloop, 
bomb-vessels, brig, schooner, and prizes followed in succes­
sion, the gun-boats endeavouring to flank the battery on the 
right. Porter immediately dispatched an officer to general 
Hungerford, to request him to take the position agreed upon in 
the woods on the heights; but from the distance of his camp, 
and the quick approach of the enemy, he was unable to march 
before the firing commenced, and, after that period, it was 
rendered impossible, from the vast quantities of shot, shells, 
and rockets which were showered over the hills and feU 
among his troops. 

As the enemy approached, a well-directed fire was kept up 
from the battery with hot and cold shot. The officers and men 
stood the broadsides of the ships with unparalleled firmness. 
But from the militia not making their appearance, the whole 
of the enemy's fire was directed at the battery. Porter, there­
fore, finding that in a few minutes all the enemy's force would 
be brought to bear on him, and entertaining no hopes of pre­
venting his passing, as some of his men had already been killed 
and wounded, he determined not to make a useless sacrifice. 
When the enemy was on the point of anchoring abreast the 
battery, therefore, after sustaining his fire an hour and a quar­
ter, the commodore directed the officers and men to retire be­
~ind a hill on the left, and be in readiness to charge the enemy 
If he should land to spike the guns. The two frigates anchor­
e.d abreast, the bo~bs~ sloops, and smaller vessels passed out­
SIde them, all pourmg mto the battery and neighbouring woods 
a tremendous fire of every description of missive. In the 
wood~ o~ ~he left, a company of riflemen from Jefferson coun­
t~, YuqmIa, under captain George W. Humphreys, greatly 
dIstmgUlshed themselves by a well-directed fire on the enemy's 
d~cks~ as dId a company of militia under the command of cap­
tam G.ena, who was posted on the right. The first lost one 
man killed, and one sergeant and four privates wounded; the 
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latter two privates kille,d. After the bombs, gun-vessels, and. 
prizes had all passed, the frigates proceeded'down and anchored 
abreast of commodore Perry's battery, where a constant firing 
was kept up until after sun-set. 

But the guns at Perry's battery were of too small calibre to 
make much impression on the enemy. A single eighteen 
pounder, which arrived o~ly thirty minutes before the firing 
began, ill supplied with ammunition, was the only gun that 
CQuid be of much service. Tht: ammunition of this gun, and 
that of several of the six-pounders, being expended, and the 
fire of the enemy being very heavy, i~ was thought advisable 
to retire a short distance in the rear. This was dune in good 
order, after sustaining their fire for more than an hour. 

The advantageous situatioB of this batt'ery preven..ted.. the' 
enemy from doing much injury. Only one man was wounded. 
The number of killed and wounded at commodore Porter's 
battery did not exceed thirty. The loss of the enemy was se­
ven killed, and thirty-five wounded. 

§ 14. Sir Peter Parker, who was sent up the Chesapeake to 
~ake a diversion in favour of this expedition, was the least 
fortunate of the' commanders. He met his death in a conflict 
with a small body of militia on the eastern shore of Maryland, 
under the command of colonel Reid. 

A force of about 150 men was l~nded at night from his ves­
sel, at the head of which he placed himself, with the intention 
9f surprising the militia in their camp. The movement of the 
nritish barges, however, had been discovered, and every pre­
paration was made to gi vc them a warm reception. The 
camp and baggage were rt:moved, and the troops posted on a 
rising groun,d, flanked on both sides with woods, with the ar­
tillery in the centre. The head of the enemy's column soon 
appeare,d, anc;l received the fire of thc American advance at 70 
paces distance. Being pressed by superior numbers, the ad­
vance were ordered to r~tire, and form on the right of the line. 
The fire now became general, and was sustained by the ·militia 
with the mo"t determined valour. The enemy pressed in front; 
but being foiled, he threw hiulself on the left flank, where his 
drorts were .eq~ally unavailing. 

The fire Qf~he enemy had nearly ceased, when Reid, the 
commander of the militia, was informed, that the cartridgea 
were entirely expended 111 some parts of the line-; and that 
none of .~Qe men had more than a few rounds, although each 
had brought twenty into. the field. The artillery cartridges 
wcre entirely expended. Under "these circumstances, the 
troops were ordered to fall back to a conveni.e~ spot where a 

VOL. IV. G 
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part of the line was fortified, for the purpose of distributing 
the remaining cartridgts. 

But the enemv having sustained a severe loss, found it more 
prudent to retreat than to pursue. They retired to the beach, 
carrying with them all the wounded .they could fi.nd, among 
whom was sir Peter Parker, who expired a few mmutes after 
beinrr carried from the field. The loss of the British on this 
occa~ion was 14 killed, and 27 wounded. The Americans had 
only three wounded. Nothing but the want of ammunitidn 
coti:ld have saved the whole party of the British from cap­
ture. 

§ 15. '''ith the multitude, success in war is generally sup­
posed to indicate wisdom in our rulers, while defeat is uni­
formly attributed either to their folly and weakness, or to trea­
sonabie purposes. The clamour which arose out of the disas­
ter of our arms, which led to the capture of Washington, ~as 
particularly directed against general Winder, who commanded 
the American forces, and general Armstrong, the secretary of 
war, but chiefly against the latter. So violent was the ferment 
of the public mind in the District of Columbia, that the presi­
dent was forced to yield to the clamour, and \,equest the secre· 
tary to resign. His place was filled pro tern. by colonel Mon­
roe, the secretary of state. 

~ 16. The conduct of the British while in possession of 
\Vashington and Alexandria, is without a parallel in the history 
of civilized nations. In the wars of modern Europe, no ex­
amples of the kind, even among nations the most hostile t'O 
each other, can be traced. In the course of the last ten or 
twelve years, most of the capitals of the principal powers of 
~uro~e have been enterecl b) Bonaparte, at the head of his 
VIctOrIOUS troops, ret no one instance of such wanton and un­
justifiable destruction has been seen. And yet this is the chief 
~vhose conduct the British have affected to consider as outrag-
109 all the laws of civilized war. 

But it has been attempted to justify this wanton destruction, 
under the plea of retaliation. Admiral Cochrane in a letter to 
t?e secretar~ of state, dated the day previous to" the debarka­
t~on of Ros!' ~ army, though not delivered till after the destruc­
tIOn of \Vashington, stated, that having been called upon by the 
governor-general of the. ~anadas .to aid him in carrying into 
effe~t measures of retahatlOn agamst the inhabitants of the 
Umte.d States, for the wanton destruction committed by their 
army 10 Upper Canada, it had become imperiously his duty, 
co~forma~ly with the nature of the governor- general's appli­
catIOn, to Issue to the naval force under his command an order 
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to destroy and lay waste such towns and districts upon the 
coast as might be found assailable. 
, This general accllsation was rebutted by Mr. Monroe, in his 
answer to this letter. The secretary declared it to have been 
the resolution of government, from the very commencement of 
the war, to wage it in a manner most consonant to the princi­
ples of humanity, and to those friendly relations which it was 
desirable to preserve between the t,wo nations, after the resto­
ration of peace. This resolution had never been deviated from, 
although it was perceived, with the deepestfregret, that a spirit 
so just and humane was neither cherished nor acted upon by 
the British government. Without dwelling on the deplorable 
cruelties committed by the savages in the British ranks, and in 
British pay, on American prisoners at the river Raisin, which 
to this day have never been disavowed or atoned, I refer, con­
tinued the secretary, as more immediately connected with the 
subj~ct of your letter, to the wanton desolation that was com­
mitted at Havre-de-Grace, and at Georgetown, early in the 
spring of 1813. These villages w'ere burnt and ravaged by the 
naval forces of Great Britain, to the ruin of their unarmed in­
habi~ants, who saw w;th astonishment that they derived no 
protection to their property from the laws of war. ' During the 
same season, scenes of invasion and pillage, carried on under 
the same authority, were witnessed all along the waters of tpe 
Chesapeake, to an extent inflicting the most serious private dis­
tress, and under circumstances that justified the suspicion, that 
revenge and cupidity,' rather than the manly motives that 
should dictate the hostility of a high-minded foe, ltd to their 
perpetration. . 

Although these acts of desolation invited, if they did not 
impose on the government, the necessity of retaliation, yet in 
no instance has it been authorised*. The burning of the vil­
lage of Newark, in Upper (;anada, was posterior to the early 
outrages above enumerated. The village of Newark adjoined 
Fort George, and its destruction was justified by the officer who 
0rdered it, on the ground that it became necessary in the mili-

• We have always been of opinion, 'that our government was highly re­
prehensible, if not in the failure to adopt retaliatory measures, at least to 
make a solemn appeal to the British government and,tothe w~rld, ~n the 
81.lbject of these devastations. The outrages were not cpmmltted m the 
heat of the ,moment, 01' by an inferior officer, but by parties which were 
generally led by an admiral, and apparently in a systematicmanner, . We 
cannot bring ourselves to believe, that if-a decided Hllnd had been taken, 
this abominable system of outrage would have continued to desolate the 
shores of the Chesapeake to the end of the war. ' 
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tary operations there. The ~ct, how~ver, was disavowed by 
the govanment. The burnmg whIch took place at Long 
Point was unauthorised bv the government, and the conduct of 
the officer subjected to th'e investigation of a military tribunal. 
For the burning at St. David's, committed ~y s~raggler,s, the 
officer who commanded in that quarter was d~smlssed without 
trial, for not preventing it. 

I am commandt:d by the president distinctly to state, con­
tinued the secretary, thut it as little comports with any orders 
which have been illsued to tht: military and naval commanders 
of the United ::itates, as it does \\' ith thl:: established and known 
humanity of the American nation, to pursue a system whi(;h it 
appears you have adopted. This govanment owes it to itielf, 
to the principles which it has ever held sacred, to disa\'ow, as 
justly chargeable to It, any such wanton, crud, and unjustifiable 
warfare. Whatever unauthorised irregularity may have been 
committed by any of its troops, it would have been ready, act­
ing on these principles of sacrt:d and eternal obligation, to dis­
avow, and as far as might be practicable, to repair. 

But tht: govt:rnment, it appears, was mistaken in attributing 
this gener'll charge against the American troops in Upper Ca­
nalia, to the destruction of the villages <IllUded to in the Stcre­
tary's letter. The governor of Canada, in an address to the 
p~ovincial parliament, on the 24th of January, 1815, asserted, 
" that, as a just retributi€lO, the proud capitol at Washington, 
had exptrienced a similar fate to that inflicted by an Amtrican 
force on tht seat of government in Upper Canada;" and the 
chancellor of the exchequer, in a dt::bate in the British parlia­
ment, on an address to the prince regent, in November, 1814, 
was still more explicit. The Americ,ms at York he asserted, 
" I ' not o,n y burnt the house of the go\'ernor, but also e\'ery house 
bdongmg to tht: meanest individual e\'en to a shell and left 
h I

, , , 
t e popu ace m the most wrt:tched condition." 

Thus, in the great as in the little world, one wrong inevita­
bly, trea~s on the heels of another. The same cowardly spirit 
whIch dictated the <,?rders f~r devastating the American coast, 
was ~pparent <:n thIS occ~slOn, when, cowering under the re­
pr~a,ches of their compatrIots Jar the stain the\' had cast on the 
Bntlsh arms, the ministry were forced to sh~lter themselves 
under the m~st base and malignant untruths. But the reign 
of fals~hood IS always short. These official assertIOns produc­
ed an ,mvestigation of tht: subject by cOllgress which mllst co-
ver WIth sh~~e the authors vf this slander. ' 

From thl I '.. 
cd b the s m~stlgatlon It appears, that nothing was destroy-

y Amencan commander, excepting the barracks and 
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public storehouses. That several of the most valuable public: 
buildings were destroyed by the explosion of a magazine, 
which the British set fire to as the Americans entered the 
place, and which proved fatal to general Pike, and to vast num· 
bers of his brave followers. That notwithstanding this great 
provocation for burning the town, nothing of the kind took 
place j a strong guard was set, with positive orders to prevent 
any plunder or depredation on the inhabitants; and when leav­
ing the place, the ~ommander of the American troops received 
a letter from judge Scott, chief justice of the superior court, in 
which he expressed his thanks for the humane treatment the 
inhabitants had experienced from his troops, and for the com­
mander's particular attention to the safety of their persons and 
property. The destruction of public edifices for civil uses was 
not only unauthorised, but positively forbidden by the Ameri­
can commanders. It has recently, however, appeared, that a 
public building, of little value, called the parliament-house (not 
the government-house), in which it is said that an American 
scalp was found, as a part of the decoration of the speaker's 
chair, had been burnt; whether it was so, and if it was, whe-: 
thc:r it was an accidental consequence of the confusion in which 
the explosion of the magazine involved the town, or the unau­
thorised act of some exasperated individual, has not been as­
certained. The silence of the military and civil officers of the 
provincial go\'ernment of Canada, seem to indicate that the 
transaction was not deemed, when it occurred, a cause, either 
for retaliation or reproach. 

The burning of Newark and -of the Indian towns on the 
river Thames, commonly called the Moravian towns, are also 
adverted to in the report arising out of this investigation. The 
burning of Newark, it is stated, was vindicated by the Ameri­
can general, as necessary to his military operations; but as 
soon as the American government hea\-d of it, instructions, 
dated the 6th of January, 1814, were given by the department 
of war, to major-general Wilkinson, "to disavow the conduct 
of the officer who committed it, and to transmit to governor 
Prevost a copy of the order, under colour of which that officer 
had acted." This disavowal was accordingly communicated, 
and on the 10th February, 1814, governor Prevost answered, 
" that it had been with great satisfaction he had received the 
assurance, .pat the perpetration of the burning of the town of 
Newark, was both unauthorised by the American government, 
and abhorrent to every American feeling; that if any outrages 
had ensued- the wanton and unjustifiable destruction of New­
ark, passing the bounds of just recaliation, they were to be at~ 
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tributed to the influence of irritated passions, on the pafrt of ""'! 
the unfortunate sufferers by that event, which, in a state 0 ac-
tive warfare it had not been possible altogether to restrain; 
and that it ,;as as little congenial to the disposition of his ma­
jesty's government, as it was to that of the govern~ent of ~he 
United States, deliberately to adopt any plan of pohcy, which 
had for its objt.!ct the devastation of private property." 

But the disavowal of the American government was not the 
only expiation of the unauthorised offence committed by its of­
ficer; for the British government undertook itself to redress 
the wrong. A few days after the burning of Newark, the Bri­
tish and Indian troops crossed the Niagara for this purpose; 
they surprised and seized Fort Niagara; they burnt the vil­
lages of Lewistown, Manchester, Tuscarora, Buffalo, and 
Black Rock, desolating the whole of the Niagara frontier, and 
di'ipersing the inhabitants in ti.e extremity of the winter. Sir 
Gf·orgt Preyost himsdf appears to have been satisfied with the 
vengeance that had been inflicted; and, in his proclamation of 
the 12th of January, i814, he expressly declared, that for the 
burning of N,'wark, ,. the opportunity of punishment had t>c­
curred; that a !ull measure of rttahation had taken place, and 
that it was not his intention to pursue further a system of war­
fare, so revolting to his own fedings, and so little congenial to 
the British character, unless the future measures of the enemy 
should compel him again to resort to it." With his answer to 
major-general Wilkinson, which has been already noticed, he 
transmitted a copy of the proclamation, H as expressive of the 
determination as to his future line of conduct," and added, 
" that he was happy to learn, that there was no probability, that 
any measures, on the part of the American government, would 
obligt him to depart f.-om it." 

The places usually called the Moravian towns, were mere 
collections of Indian buts and cabins, on the river Le Trench 
or Thames, not probably worth, in the whole, one thousand 
dollars. The Indians who inhabit them, among whom were 
some notoriously hostile to the United States, had made incur­
sions the .most cruel into their territory. When, therefore, 
the Amencan army under general Harrison invaded Canada 
on the of , 1813, the huts and cabins of the 
hostile Indians were destroyed. But this species of warfare 
h~s been inv.ariably pursued ~y every nation engaged in war 
WIth the IndIans of the Amencan continent. However it may 
be regretted on the score of humanity, it appears to be the ne­
~ess~ry means ?f. aver~ing the still greater calamities of savage 
nostihty; and It IS behe,'cd, that the occurrence would never 
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l)ave been made the subject of a charge against th~ American 
troops, if the fact had not been misrepresented or misunder­
stobd. Many people at bome, and most people abroad, have 
been led to suppose,tha~ ~~e Moravian to\~'ns were the peacea­
ble settlements of a rehglOus sect of Chnstians, and not the 
abode of a hostile tribe of savages. 

But while excuses are thus framed with a view of palliating the 
devastation committed by the British army, not one attempt is 
made to palliate or excuse the navy for its plunder of the weal­
thy town of Alexandria, or for the system of pitiful pilfering 
which was carried on for two summers in the Chesapeake. Is 
the plunder and devastation of the property of private individu­
als, then, less heinous than the destruction of public' edifice's l 
or is the wotld so accustomed to the system of wholesale pri­
vateering, authorised by the laws of naval warfare, as to pass 
over without comment, when committed by naval officers, not 
only the sack of a lie t~wn, but the "desolation 0, f whole' dis-
tricts? ' -

The~ g~neral ord rs of Brown, on crossing the Niagara, 
form a pleasing contrast to the devastating threat of Cochrane. 
" Upon entering Canada," says he, "the laws of war* will go­
vern: men found in arms, or otherwise engaged in the service 
of the enemy, will be treated as enemies; those behaving 
peaceably, and following their private occupations, will be 
treated as friends. Private property will in all ,cases be held 
sacred; public property, wherever found, will be seized and 
disposed of by the commanding general. 'Any plunderer shall 
be punished with death, who shall be found violating this or-
der." , 

• U War is at best a savagetbing, and wades through a sea of violence 
and injustice; yet even war itself has its laws, which men of honour will 
not depart from."-Plutarch, life tifCamillus. 

To the same purport, sings one of the favourite poets of the present clay: 
Fair as the earliest beam of eastern light, 

When first by the bewildered pilgrim spied, 
It smiles upon the dreary brow of night, 

And lIilvers o'er the torrent's foaming tide, 
, And lights the fearful pathon mountain side; 
Fair as that beam, although the fairest far, 

Giving to hOITor grace, to danger pride, 
Shine martial Faith, and Courtesy's bright star, 

TJuoourb all the wreckflll iltorms that cloud the brow of War. 
. L.Jy 9fthe Cale, Canto V. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

§ 1. Effects resulting from the burning of Wa~hington in Europe and 
in the United Statt>~. § 2. Attack upon Baltimore. § 3. Bombard­
ment of Fort M·Henry. § 4. Retreat of the British .. ~ 5. Procla­
mation of sir George Prevost. § 6. Repulse of the British at Ott«:r 
Creek. § 7. Expedition against Plattsburg. § 8. Capture of the .BI'I­
tish squadron on Lake Champlain. § 9. Attack on the AmerIcan 
works near Plattsburg. § 10. Retreat of Prevost. 

§ 1. A N intelligent French writer, in noticing the cap­
ture of Berlin by the Russians in 1760, remarks, that two 
important military principles may be deduced from that event. 
1st. That the possession of a capital does not decide the fate 
of a state, or even of a campaign. 2d. That in the modern 
art of war, men are of more importance than fortified places, 
and that a general should never acknowledge himself van­
quished, though all his strong holds be subdued, if he retain 
his soldiers and his constancy. If these observations be cor­
rect in their application to European capitals, how much more 
forcibly do they apply to that of the federal government, a 
mere open village, of about 8000 inhabitants, and in a coun­
try thinly populated! Indeed the capture of Washington 
cannot be viewed in any other light than as a predatory incur­
sion, under the pretence of retaliation, but really with the 
view of striking terror and inducing submission, and at the 
same time producing an effect in Europe, where the occupa­
tion of the capital of their enemy, it was doubtless conceived, 
would be viewed as a most brilliant exploit. General Ross 
had neither the intention nor the means of holding Washing­
ton. \Vithout artillery or stores, he was unable to remain 
longer than 24 hours, when a retreat was commenced under 
favour of the night, and even then this retreat would have 
been extremely hazardous, but for the disorganized state of 
his opponents, and their blameable deficiency in the article of 
intelligence. It is true, that had they remained a few days 
longer, a communication \\'ith their shipping would have been 
opened bv th~ Potomac, but this arose from a circumstance 
that could not have ber::'n foreseen, and Ross certainl\' acted 
wisely ~n not calculating on the destruction of Fort Washing­
ton by Its commander. 

• 
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But the capture or Washington produced in EUl'ope a very 
different effect' from what was expected. The Gothic bar­
barity displayed in the wanton destruction of the public build­
ings roused the' indignation of the whole continent, and even 
produced such a sensation in the British parli'ament, as to 
cause its instigators to resort to falsehood to shield them from 
the public odium. The agitation of the question also drew 
from the ministr~ a stateltlent, that 'instructions had beeri sent 
to the coast of America' to desist from further inflictions of 
vengeance., . 

The threats of devastation, and their practical operation in 
the District of Columbia, produced an electric effect through­
out the union. A spirit of patriotism was kindled by the 
flames of the capitol, before which all party considerations 
and honest differences of opinion vanished. The war, at its 
commencement, was considered an inexpedient measure, by ~ 
large and respectable portion of the community. The mode 
of conducting it also, by the invasion of Canada, was con­
demned as inefficacious; as resembling more a war for foreign 
conquest, than a resolute assertion of our naval rights, which 
ought, it was said, to be conquered on the ocean. All aid, 
either in men or money, was consequently as much as possi­
ble withheld by those who embraced these sentiments. Party 
considerations had no doubt their effect in producing this re­
sult. It was not to be expected, that the; opposition would 
fail to make use of the same popular tOpICS which had been 
so successfully .wielded against them when in power, and 
which had finally driven them from their seats. The dangers 
whkh threatened our republican institutions from a standing 
army, loans, &c. were now, as formerly, the favourite sub­
jects of the outs, who wished to change places with the ins. 
In a government which depends so much on public senti­
ment as ours, its pow.ers were thus n"ecessarily paralysed, 
though perhaps not in the degree asserte~ by the ins, who of 
course wished a share of the odium arising from their tardy 
measure's to fall on the outs. 

But at this interesting crisis a new spirit pervaded the nation, 
which aroused it almost instantaneously to arms. Party ran­
eour, £0'1- a moment, seemed utterly extinct; l' this is not the 
time for speaking, but for acting," became the universal cry. 
All classes seemed inspired with military ardour; ,the young 
and the old, the rich and the poor, rushed into the ranks, came 
forward with their contributions, and assisted in the labour af 
raising works of defence. Nor were even the females idle at 

VOT •• tv. H 
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this trying moment. Their labours were united. i~ accoutring 
the volunteers, and in providing for their necessitIes. 

These movements were little if at all regulated by the go­
vernments either of the states or of the union. It appeared 
as if the people, perceiving that the Po\\ ers with which t.h~y 
had entrusted their rulers were either incompetent to the CriSIS, 

or had not been sufficiently acted on, had determined spont~­
neou~ly to arise in their might, and take the defence ~f theIr 
respective neighbourhoods upon themselves.. Committees of 
vigilance or defence were every where appomted by the peo­
ple in their town meetings, who collected money, arms, and 
ammunition, regulated the military movements of the I itizens, 
and supt'rin,ended their voluntary labour at the fortifications. 
Nor was the public enthusiasm unavailing. From this mo­
ment, almost every encounta with the enemy shed new lus­
tre on the American arms, till the war finally closed in a blaze 
of glory at New-Orleans. 

The unanimity which prevailed at this period cannot perhaps 
be exemplified more strikingly than by the proclamations of go­
vernor Chitrenden.-Shortlv after his election to the chief ma­
gistracy of Vermont, in the fall of 1813, Chittenden issued a 
proclamation, ordering a hrigade of V nmont militia, then at 
Plattsburg, in the service of the United States, to' return to 
their homes, on the pretence that it was highly improper 
that the militia should be placed under the command of and at 
the disposal of an officer of the United States, and out of the 
jurisdiction or controul of the executive of Vermont, and 
marched to the defence of a sister state, fully competent to 
all the purposes of self-defence. The militia refus;ed compli­
ance with this requisition, and the officers puhlicly addressed 
the governor, stating at large their reasons for this refusal. 
" Weare riot of that class," say they, "who believe that our 
duties as citizens or soldit:rs are circumscribed within the nar­
row limits of the town or state in which we reside; but that 
we are under a paramount obligation to our common country, 
to the great confederacy of states." "We conceive it our 
duty," the~' continue, "to declare unequivocally to your 
excellenc~> that we shall no~ ober your excellency's order 
for returnmg; but shall contmue In the service of our coun­
t~\·, .until we are legally and honourably discharged. An in­
VitatIOn or order to desert the standard of our country will 
never bt:! o.beyed by us, although it proceeds from the governor 
and ~aptam-general of Vermont." Adding," We cannot 
perceIVe what other object your excellency could have in view 
than to embarrass the operations of the army, to excite mutiny 
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and sedition among the soldiers, and to induce them to desert, 
that they might forfeit the wages to which they are entitled 
for their patriotic services." 

At this important crisis a very different stand was taken by, 
the same governor. In his proclamation, dated September 
19, 1814, he declares, that the war has assumed an entirely 
different character, since its first commencemt:nt, and has be­
come almost exclusively defensive, and is prosecuted by the 
enemy with a spirit, unexampled dudng ,pending negociations 
for peace, which leaves no prospect of safety but in a manly 
and united determination to meet invasion at every point, and 
expel the invader. That, as the conflict has become a com­
mon and not a party concern, the time has now arriv'ed when 
all degrading party distinctions and animosities, however we 
may have differed respecting the policy of declaring, or the 
mode of prosecuting the war, ought to be laid aside; that 
every heart may be stimulated, and every arm nerved, for 
the protection of our common country, our liberty, our altars, 
and our firesides; in th~ defence of which we may, with an 
humble confidence, look to heaven for assistance and protec­
tion. He therefore earnestly exhorts all the good people of 
Vermpnt, by that love of country, which so signally distin­
r;uished their fathers, in their glorious and successful struggle 
for independence, to unite both heart and hand, in defence 
of their common interest, and every thing dear to freemen. 

~ 2. The British army having re-embarked on board the 
:fleet in the Patuxent, admiral Cochrane moved down that 
river, and proceeded up the Chesapeake, and on the evening 
of the 10th of September appeared at the mouth of the 
Patapsco, about 14 miles from the city of Baltimore. An­
ticipating the debarkation of the troops, general Smith, who 
commanded at Baltimore, had ordered general Stricker to 
march, with a portion of his brigade of militia, towards North 
Point, near the mouth of the river, where it was expected the 
British would make a landing. His force consisted of 550 of 
the 5th regiment, under lieutenant-colonel Sterrett; 620 of 
the 6th, under lieutenant-colonel Donald; 500 of the 27th, 
under lieutenant-colonel Long; 450 of the 39th, under lieu­
tenant-colonel Fowler; 700 of the 51st, under lieutent-colonel 
Amey; 150 riflemen, under captain Dyer; 140 cavalry, un­
der lieutenant-colonel Biays; an.d the Union Artillery of 75 
men, with six four-pounders, under captain Montgomery; 
making an aggregate of 3185 effective men. Major Randal, 
with a light corps of riflemen and musquetry, taken from gen­
~ral Stansbury's brigade and the Pennsylvania volunteers, was 
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detached to the mouth of Bear Crcl'k, \\ith orders to ~o-ove­
rate with general Stricker, and to (heel: ,JOy landing which the 
enemy might attempt in that quarter. . . 

The troops moved towards North POlOt, by the maIO r?ad. 
on the 11th and at 3 o'clock, P. ,v[. rcached the met;tmg­
hOllse, near' the head of Bear Crt tk, se\'cn miles from the 
city. Here the brigade halttu, with the exception of the 
ca~alry, who were pushed for\\" ard to Gorsuch's farm, three 
miles in advance, and the riflemen, \\ ho took post near the 
blacksmith's shop, two miles in advanct of the encampment. 
At 7 o'clock, on the morning of the 12th, information was 
received from the advanced videttes, that the enemy were 
debarking troops from and under cover of' their gun-vessels, 
which layoff the bluff of North Point, within the mouth of Pa­
tapsco river. The baggage was immediately ordered back 
under a strong guard, and general Stricker took a good posi­
tion at the junction of the two roads leading from Baltimore 
to North Point, having his right flanked b) Bear Creek, and 
his left by a marsh. He here waited the approach of the ene­
my, having sent on an advance corps, under the command of 
major Heath, of the 5th regiment. This advance was md by 
that of the enemy, and after some skirmishing it returned to 
the line, the main body of the enemy being at a short distance 
in the rear of their advance. During this skirmishing, major­
general Hoss received a musket-ball through his arm into his 
breast, which proved fatal to him on his way to the water-side 
for re-embarkation. The command of the enemy's forces 
then devolved on colond Brook. Between 2 and 3 o'clock, 
the eclemy~s whole force came up and commenced the battle 
by some dIscharges of rockets, which wcre succeeded by the 
cannor! from both sides, and soon after the action became 
g~neral along the line. General Stricker gallantly maintained 
hiS ground against a great superiority of numbers during the 
s~ace of an hour and twenty minutes, when the regiment on 
hIS left (the 51st) giving way, he was under the necessity of 
retiring to the ground in his rear, where he had stationed"one 
j('giment as a reserve. He here formed his Lrigade; but the 
L~uny no~ thinking it advisable to pursue, he, in compliance 
wl.th pre\'l?us. ar~angements, fell back and took post on the 
left, a halt mIle m advance of the entrenchments, which had 
be '0 ~hro\m up on the hills surrounding B·ltimore. About 
t?e tune general S[ricker had taken the ground just men­
t~oned, he was joined by general Winder, who had been sta­
tioned on the west side of the cin. but was now ordered to 
march with general Douglas's brigade of Virginia militia, and 
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the U nit~d States dragoons, under captain Bird, and t;Jke post 
on the left of general Stricker. During these movements, the 
brigades of generals Stansbury and Foreman, the seamen and 
marines, under commodore Rodgers, the Pennsylvania vol­
unteers, under colonels Cobean and Findley, the Baltimore 
ar~illery, under colonel Harris, and the marine artillt:ry, under 
captain Stiles, manned the trenches and batteries, and in this 
situation spent the'1light, all prepared to receive the enemy. 

N ext morning, the British appeared in front of the entrench­
ments, at the distance af two miles, on the Philadelphia road, 
froa whence he had a full view of the'po~itjon of the Ameri­
cans. He mana:uvred during the morning towards his right, 
as if with the intention of making a ~ircuitous march, an~ 
com,ng down on the Harford or York roads. Generals Winder 
and Stricker were ordered to adapt their movements to those 
of the enemy, so as to baffle this supposed intention. They 
executed this order with great skill and judgment, by taking 
an advantageous position, stretcbing across the country, when 
the enemy was likely to approach the quarter he seemed to 
threaten. This nlovement induced the British to concentrate 
their forces in front, pu~hing his advance to within a mile of 
th~ entrenchments, driving in the videttes, and shewing an 
i~tention of attacking the position th.~t evening. Smith, 
therefore, immediately drew generals Winder and Stricker 
nearer to tqe right of the enemy, with the intention of 
falling on his right or rear should he attack th·.' entrenchments, 
or, if he declined it, of attacking him in the morning. 

§ 3. As soon as the British troops had dt:barked at North 
Point, the fleet proceeded up the farapsco, to bombard }I'ort 
1\'1' Henry, which corn mands the entrance to the harbour of 
Baltimore. On the 13th, about sunrise, the' British com­
menced the attack from their bomb-vessels, at th~ distance of 
about two miles, when, finding that the shells reached the 
fort, they anchored, and kept up an incessant and w~ll-directed 
bombardment. , 

Fort M' Henry was commanded by lieutenant-colonel Ar­
mistead. The ~arrison consisted of one company of United 
Sta.tes artillery, under capt~in Evans, and two companies of 
sea-fencibles, under captains ~unbury and Addison. Of these 
three cpmpanies, 35 men were unfortunately on the sick list, 
and unfi.t for duty. In contemplation of the attack, Armistead 
had been furnished with two cOl;llpanit's of volunteer artillery. 
from the city of Baltimore, under captain Berry and lieuten­
ant-commam:lant Pennington, a company of volunteer artille­
rists, underjudge Nicholson, who had proffered their services; 
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a detachment from commodore Barney's flotilla, under lieu­
tenant Redman, and about six hundred infantry, under the 
comm,md of liL:lltenantcolond Stewart and major Lane, con­
sisting of detachments from the l:..:th, 14th, 36th, an~ 38th 
regiments of U"ited States troops-the total.amountmq to 
about a d'(Yl-,;lnU effective men. Two batterIes to the rIght 
of Fort ~1' r-Lnry, upon the Patapsco, were manned., the one 
by lieutenant Nt:'Vcombe, \\ith a detachment of saIlors, the 
other by lieutenant \~'ebster, of the flotilla. The former was 
called Fort CO\·inijltl[l. tbt- latter the City Battery. 

As soon as the British commenced the bombardment, the 
batteries at the fOft were opened in return; but the firing soon 
ceased on the p;:n of tht" Americans, as it was found that 
all the shot anLl ~~lells fell con!Siderably short of the Bri­
tish vessels. rhis \',3S ,1. must dis 1ressing circumstance to the 
troops in the fort, as it compelled them to remain inactive, 
though exposed to a constant and tremendous shower of shells. 
But though thus inactive, and without that security, which, 
in more regular fortifications, is provided for such occasions, 
not a man shrunk from his post. 

About 2 o'clock, P. M. one of the twenty-four-pounders 
()n the south-west ba:.tion, under the immediate command of 
captain Nicholson, was dismr,unted by a shell, the explosion 
from which killed his second lic:utt'nant, and wounded several 
of his men; the bustle necessarily produced in removing the 
wounded and remounting the gun probably induced the Bri­
tish to suspect that the gouris,on was in confusion, as three 
bomb-ships were immediately advanced. But the fire, which 
now opened from the fort, soon compelled them to seek shel­
ter, by again withdrawing out of tht' reach of the guns, when 
the garrison gave three cheers, and again ceased firing. 
. Tht:. B~itish continued throwing shells~ with one or two slight 
mtermlSSlOns, for twenty fi\'e hours, VIZ. from sunrise of the 
13th till 7 o'clock, A. 1\1. of the 14th of September. During 
the night, whilst the bombardment was the most severe, 'two 
or three rocket vess~ls and bargt's succeeded in passing Fort 
1\'1' H',nr\', and gettmg up the Patapsco, but they were soon 
compelled to retire by the forts 10 ~hat quarter. These forts 
also destroyed one of the barges, with all on board. It is sup­
posed t~at the. \essels th<1t passed thllt fort contained picked 
men, WIth scalmg ladders, for the purpose of storming. 

§ 4. In the course of the night, admiral Cochrane held a 
communication with the commander of the land forces and 
the enterpris; heing con"idered impracticlble, it was mu;ually 
agreed to WIthdraw. Accordingly, while the bombardment 
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still continued, in order to distract the attention of the Ame­
ricans, the retreat was commenced, Owing to the extreme 
darkness, 'and a continued rain, it was not discovered till day­
light, whea; general Winder commenced a pursuit, with the 
Virginia b.trgade and the United States dragoons; at the same 
time major Randal w~ dispatched with his light corps in pur­
suit of t~e enemy's right, whilst the whole of the militia 
cavalry was put in motion for the same object. All' the troops 
were, however, so 'Yorn out with continued watching, and with 
being under arms riuring three days and nights, exposed the 
greater part of the time to very inclement weather, that it 
was found impracticable to do any th~ng more than pick up a 
few stragglers. 

The naval forces, as. was before observed, continued the 
bombardment till seven o'clock. About nine they retired to 
North Point, where the embarkation .of the troops commen­
ced that evening, and was completed next day at one o'clock. 
It would have been impossible, even had the American troops 
been in a condition to act offensively, to have cut off any part 
of the enemy's rear guard during the embarkation, as the 
point where it was effected was defended from approach by a 
line of defences extending froln Back river to Humphreys' 
creek, on the Patapsco, which had been thrown up previous to 
the arrival of the British. 

The loss of the Americans, at the battle near Nortn ':point, 
was 24 killed, t 39 wounded, and 50 prisoners. The loss of the 
British in this action was 39 killed, and 251 wounded. The 
loss in the fort was only 4 killed and 2~ wounded; no list of 
killed and wounded on board the squadron has been published. 
From the best calculations that could be made, from fifteen to 
eighteen hundroo shells were thrown by the ene'my. A few 
of these fell short. A large proportion burst over the fort, 
throwing their fragments around, and threatening destruction. 
Many passed over, and about four hundred fdt within the 
works. Two of thellublic buildings were materially injured, . 
the others but slightly. 

The effect produced b,z the joyful intelligence of the failure 
of the attempt upon Baltimore, may be more easily conceived 
than expressed, when it is considered that almost every large' 
town being equally threatened with devastation, the ,case of 
Baltimore came home to every individual bosom. But one 
moment before, the public dismay seemed to have reached its 
acme; and the most gloomy anticipations seemed about to 
h~ realized,. 
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§ 5. While admiral Cochrane was ~hre~tening the country 
along the Chesapeake, by order of sIr. (yeorge p!e\lost, the 
latter was leading an army and navy mto the United St~tes, 
but holding verv different language. Though h~ould dIrect 
the British forces in the south to lay waste and desolate, he 
was too fearful of the re action of ·such barbarous orders to 
dare 10 utter them at the head of his own troops. Hert: hi:; 
language \Va~; of the softest and most conciliatory nature. C?n 
entering the state of N ew-York, he "makes known to Its 
peaceable and unoffending inhahitants, that they ha\'e no cause 
for alarm from this invasion of their cOllntry, for the safety 
of themselves and families, or for the security of their 
property. He explicitly assures them, that as long as they 
continue to demean themselves peaceablv, they shall be pro­
tected in the quiet possession of their homes, and ptrmitted 
freel~' to pursue their usual occupations. It is against the gov­
ernment of the United States, by whom this unjust and un­
provoked war has been declared, and against those who sup­
pert it, either openly or secretly, that the arms of his ma­
jestv are directed. The quiet and unoffending inhabitants, 
pot found in arms, or otherwise not aiding in hostilities, shall 
meet with kind usage and generous treatment; and all just 
complaints against any of his majest~' 's subjects, offering 
violence to them, to their families, or to their possessions, 
shall be immediately redressed." \Vith these fair words, 
sir George Prevost led his army against Plattsburg, ahout 
the beginning of September, while the fleet proceeded on his 
left up the lake, in order to make a contemporaneous attack on 
tht' Americans bv land and water. 

~ 6. Previous -to this invasion, no militarv movements took 
place in this quarter, excepting an attack which was made on 
an American battery at the mouth of Otter Creek, on the 14th 
of M:1Y, hy the British naval forces on the lake. In this affair 
the British were repulsed with loss. 

BlJt during the months of J llly and August, the army from 
the Garonne, which had so greatly distinguished itstlf under 
general Well.ington, arrived in the St. Lawrence; and part of 
!he troops bemg sent up to the Niagara, the remainder, consist­
mg of about 14,000 men, went organized by sir George Pre-

, vast, agreeably t? the orders ~~ th~ prince regent, for the pur­
pose of.unrlertakmg an expedItIon mto the state of N ew-York. 
There IS good reason to suppose, that if this expedition had 
been sllccessful, a powerful attempt would hwe f(,Howed from 
another quarter on the city of New-York, in order, by seizing 
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the line of the Hudson, completely to cut off the New England 
states. . , 

The British troops· were concentrated on the frontIers of 
Lower Canada, and took possession of Champlain on the 3d of 
September. The best part of the American troop~ in this quarter 
had previously been formed into a division, which had march­
ed towards the Niagara, under general Izard. General Ma­
comb, as senior officer, had been left in command. But except­
ing four companies of the 6th regiment, he had not an organiz­
ed battalion. The garrison was composed of convalescents 
and recruits of the new regiments, not exceeding 1500 effec­
tive men for duty; all in' the greatest confusion, as well as the 
ordnance and stores, and the works in no state of defence. 

Finding from the proclamations of ·the enemy, and his im­
pressment of the waggons and teams in his vicinity, that an at­
tack on Plattsburg was determined on, every exertion was 
made tp plac~ the works in a state of defence; and, to create 
an emulation and zeal among the officers and men, they were 
divided into detachments, and placed near the several forts; 
Macomb declaring in <>rders, that each detachment was the 
garrison of its own work, and bound to defend it to the last 
extremity. 

As soon as the force of the enemy was ascertained, general 
Macomb'called on general Mooers, of the New-York militia, 
and arranged with him plans for bringing forth the militia en 
masse. The inhabitants of Plattsburg fled with their families 
and effects, except a few men and some boys, who formed 
themselves into a party, received rifles, and were exceedingly 
useful. 

By the 4th of the month general Mooers (:ollected about se­
ven hundred militia, and advanced seven miles on the Beck­
man Town road, to watch the motions of the enemy, and to 
~kirmish with him as he advanced; also to obstruct the roads 
with fallen trees, and to break up the bridges. On the lake road, 
at Dead Creek bridge, two hundred men had been posted un­
der captain Sproul of the 13th regiment, with orders to abbatis 
the woods, to place obstructions in the road, and to fortify him­
self; to this party were added two field-pieces. In advance 
of this position, was lieutenant-colonel Appling, with 110 rifle­
men, watching the movements of the enemy, and procuring in­
telligence. 

It was ascertained, that before day-light on the 6th, the 
enemy would advance in two columns, on the two roads be­
fore mentioned, dividing at Sampson's, a little below Chazy· 
village. . The column on the Beckman Town road proeeeded 
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with grea' rapidity; the militia skirmished with his .a~vanc­
ed panies, and, except a few brave men, f~l.l back preclp~tately 
in the greatest disorder, although t~e Bnl1sh troops dId not 
deign to fire on them, except by theIr flankers and advanced 
pat roles. The night previous, major Wool had been urdere~ 
to advance with a detachment of 250 men to support the mI­
litia, and set them an example of firmness. Captain L~onard, 
of the light artillery, was also directed to proce~d WIth two 
pieces to be on the ground before day; but he dId nQt Oldke 
his appearance until 8 o'clock, when the e~em~' had app.roac~­
ed within two miles of the village. Major Wool, WIth hIS 
party, disputed the road with great obstinac\, but the militia 
could not be prevailed on to stand, notwithstanding the exer­
tions of their general and staff officers; although the fields 
were divided by strong stone walls, and they were told that the. 
enemy could not possibly cut them off. The state dragoons of 
N ew-York wear red coats, and they being on the heights to 
watch the enemy, gave constant alarm to the militia, who mis­
took them for the enemy, and feared his getting in their rear. 

Finding the enemy's columns had penetrated within a mile 
of Plattsburg, generall\Iacomb dispatched his aid-de-camp to 
bring off the detachment at Dead Creek, and to order lieuten­
ant-colonel Appling to fall on the enemy's right flank. The 
colonel fortunately arrived just in time to save his retreat, and 
to fall 10 with the head of a column debouching from the weods. 
Here he poured in a destructive fire from his riflemen, and 
continued to annoy the column until he formed a junction with 
major Wool. The field,-pit:ces did considerable t xccution 
among the enemy's columns. So undaunted, however, was 
the enem\', that he never dt:ploved in his whole march, alwavs 
pressing on in column. This column, however, was much im­
pedt-d b~: obstructions thrown in the way, and by the removal 
of the bndge at Dead creek; as it passed the creek and beach, 
the ~alle~s kept up oD.it a lively and galling fire. 

The VIllage of Plattsburg is situated on the north-west side 
of the small river Saranac, near where it falls into lake Cham­
plain. The American works were situated on the opposite 
side of the river. 

Every road was now full of troops crowding on all sides in 
upon Plattsburg. The fidd-pieces were tht:refore ordered to 
retire across the bridge, and form a battery for its protection d . , , 
an to cover the retreat of the infantr~" which was accordingly 
({one. and ~he parties of Appling and Wool, as well as that of 
Sproul. retm"d alternately, keeping up a brisk fire until they 
got under cover of the works. The enemy's light troops then 
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took possession of the houses near the bridge, and kept up a 
constant firing from the windows and balconi~s, but a' few hot 
shot from the American works, which put the houses in ftames, 
soon obliged these sharp-shooters to retire. The whole day, 
until it W)lS too late to see, the enemy's light troops endeavour­
ed to 'drive the guards from the bridge, but they paid dearly 
for'their perseverance. An attempt was also made to cross 
the upper bridge, where the militia resolutely drove them back. 
The troops being now all on the south side of the Saranac, the 
planks were taken off the bridges; and piled up in the form of 
breastworks to cover the parties intended to dispute the pas­
sage, which afterwards t:nabled them to h<l1d the bridges against 
very superior numbers. . -

From the 7th to the 11 th, the enemy was employed in get­
ting on his battering train, and erecting his batteries and ap-

I proaches, and constantly ski-rmishing at the bridges and fords. 
By this time, the militia of N ew-York and the volunteers of 
Vermont were pouring in from all quarters. They were all 
placed along the Saranac, to prevent the enemy's crossing the 
r~ver, excepting a strong 'body sent in his rear to harass him 
day and night, and keep him in continmd alarm. The militia 
behaved with great spirit after the first day, and the volunteers 
of Vermont were exceedingly serviceable. The regular troops, 
notwithstanding the con&tant skirmishing, and repeated endea­
vours of the enemy to cross the river, kept at their work day 
and night strengthening the defences, and evinced a determina­
tion to hold oot to the last extremity. 

§ 8. Meanwhile the British were strenuously engaged in 
preparing the flt::et, which was destined to co-operate 'with the 
land forces. It appeared in view at Plattsburg early in the 
morning of the 11 tho This fleet consisted of the frigate Confi­
ance, carrying 39 guns, 27 of which were twenty.four-pound­
ers; the brig Linnet, canying 16 guns; I the sloops Chub and 
Finch, each carrying 11 guns; and thirteen galleys, five of 
which cat"ried two and the' remainder one gon each. The 
American force consisted· of the Saratoga, carrying 26 guns, 
eight of wruch were long twenty-four-pounders; the Eagle, 20 
guns; the' Ticonderoga 17; the Preble 7; and ten galleys, six 
of which carried two, the remainder one gun each. The -Bri­
tish' were superior, both in size and number of guns*. 

At 8 in the morning, the American look-out-boat announced 
to commodore Macdonough, the commander of the squadron, 
the approach of the enemy. He at this time lay at anchor, in 

• See a more particular statement of the stronath: of both Jledt8, in 
M'Donough's ofticialletters, in this volume. 
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Plattsburg bay, calmly awaiting the approach of the British 
squadron, the fleet being moored in line, abreast of the work~, 
with a division of five gun-boats on each flank. .At 9, the Bn­
tish fleet anchort'd in line abreast of the Amencan squadron, 
at about 300 yards distance, the Confiance opposed to the Sa­
ratoga, the L'innet to the Eagle; the British galleys ~n~ ~me of 
the sloops to the Ticonderoga, Preble, and th~ left d!~ls.lOn of 
the American galleys; the other sloop to the nght dIvIsIon of 
the American galleys. . 

In this situation the whole force on both sIdes became en­
gaged, the Saratoga suffering much from the heavy fire of the 
Confiance. But the fire of the Saratoga was also very de­
structive to her. The Ticonderoga likewise gallantly sustain­
ed her full share of the action. At half past 10 o'clock the 
Eagle, not being able to bring her guns to bear, cut her cable 
and anchored in a more eligiblt: position, between the Saratoga 
and the Ticonderoga, where she very much annoyed the ene­
mv. but unfortunately left the Saratoga exposed-to a galling fire 
from the enemy's brig. The guns on the starboard side of the 
Saratoga being nearly all dismounted, or not manageable, a 
stern-anchor was let go, the bower-cable cut, and the ship 
winded with a fresh broadside on the enemy's ship, which 
soon after surrendered. A broadside was then sprung to bear 
on the brig, which surrendered in about fifteen minutes after. 

The sloop that was opposed to the Eagle, had struck some 
time before, and drifted down the line; the sloop which was 
with their galleys having struck also. Three ()f the enemy's 
galleys were sunk, the others pulled off. The American flotilla 
were about obeying with alacrity the signal to follow them, 
when all the vessels were reported to the commodore as in 
a sinking state; it then became necessary to annul the signal 
to the galleys, and order their men to the pumps. The enemy's 
galleys thus got off in a shattered condition, for there was not 
a mast in either squadron that could stand to make sail on; 
the lower rigging, being nearly all shot away, hung down as 
though it had been just placed over the mast heads. 

The Saratoga had fifty-five round shot in her hull; the Con­
fiance one hundred and five. The Saratoga was twice set on 
fire by ~ot .shot from the .Confi:mce. The enemy's shot must 
have prmclpally passed Just over the heads of the sailors, as 
there were not twenty whole hammocks in the nettings at the 
close of the action, which lasted without intermission two hours 
and twenty minutes*. 

• A cock, the "bird of war," was in the Saratoga and repeatedly 
erowt"d. from the Ghrouds during the ;;,rtion. A similar ~ircum9tance oc­
curred m Fort M'Henry dW'ing the bombardment. 

, 
\ 
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Tllis naval engagement was in fbll view of both armies at 
Plattsburg. The killed on board the American squadron 
amounted to 52, the wounded.to 58. The killed on board the 
captured vessels amounted to 84, including captain Downie, 
the commander of the squadron ; the wounded amounted to 
110; , the loss on board the British galleys has never been as­
certained. The number of men in the American squadron 
was 820; the British were supposed to exceed 1000. 

§ 9. 'Fhe batteries on shore were opened on the American 
works at the same instant that the engagement commenced on 
the lake, and continued throwing bomb-shells, sharpnells, balls" 
and Congreve rockets, until, sun-set, when the bombardment 
ceased, every battery of the British being silenced. Three 
efforts were made to pass the river at the commencement of 
the cannonade and bombardment, with a view of assaulting 
the works, and an immense number of scaling-ladders had 
been prepared for that purpose. One of these attempts was 
made at the village bridge, ahother at the upper bridge, and a 
third at a ford about three miles from the works. The two 
first were repulsed by the regulars; at the ford by the vo­
lunteers and militia. Here the enemy suffered severely in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners; a considerable body having 
crossed the stream, all of whom were either killed, taken, or 
driven back. A whole company of the' 76th regiment was 
here destroyed, the three ~ieutenants and twenty-seven men 
prisoners, the captain and the rest killed. The woods at this 
place were very favourable to the operations of the militia. 

§ 10. The further prosecution of the expedition having be­
come impracticable by the capture of the fleet, an event totally 
unlooked-for, at dusk the enemy withdrew his artillery from 
the batteries, and raised the siege; and at nine, under the cover 
of the night, sent off in a great hurry all the baggage he could 
find transport for, and also his artillery. At two, the next 
morning, the whole army precipitately retreated, leaving be­
hind their sick and wounde~ the comml\nder left a note with 
the surgeon, requesting for them the humane attention of gene­
ral Macomb. 

Vast quantities of provisions were left behind and destroy­
ed, also an immense quantity of bomb-shells, cannon-balls, 
grape-shot, ammunition, flints, &c. intrenching tools of aU 
sorts, ,and tents and marquees. A great deal was afterwards 
found concealed in the ponds and creeks, and buried in the 
ground, and a vast quantity was carried off by the inhabitants. 

Such was the precipitancy of the retreat of the British, that 
they arrived at Chazy, a distance of eight miles, before their 
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flight was discovered. The light troops, volunteers, and mi­
litia pursued immediately; and some of the mO,unted meu 
made prisoners of a few of the rear guard. A contmual fall of 
rain and a violent storm, prevented further pursuit. Upwards 
of 300 deserters came in. 

The British officers of the army and navy who were killed, 
were buried with the honours of war. The humane treatment 
of the Americans to the wounded, and their generous and po­
lite attention to the prisoners, were gratefully mentioned by 
captain Pring (who succeeded to the command of the British 
fleet on the fall of captain Downie) in his official dispatch to 
the admiralty*. 

Thus were two formidahle invasions, in which both the sea 
and land-forces of Great Britain co-operated, totallv frustratd, 
nearly at the same moment, while another British squadron 
was added to the trophies of the American navy. 

• The humane attention to their prisoners, for which the Americans 
have been so remarkable, has led to most singular conclusions in England. 
Lord Li"erpool said in parliament, that "in many places a strong disposi­
tion had been shown by the American people to put themselves under our 
protection, and that t~eir treatment of our officers led to any conclusion 
rather than to the behef . hat they entertain any animosity against this 
country, or that they wen' not fully persuaded that the war was a war of 
unprovoked aggression on the part ofthllir own government," 
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CHAPTER V. 

S 1. Operations in New Enghl.nd. § 2. Bombardment of Stotiingtnn. 
§ . 3. Proclamation of neutrality towards Eastporl. § 4. Captute of 
.hat place. § 5. Capture of Castine. § 6. Destruction of the Adams 
frigate. § 7 Surrender of the country between the Penobscot and 
Passam~quoddy bay. § 8. Expedition against Michillimackinac. § 9. 
Destl'Uction of the establishment at St. Mary's. § 10. Attack on Mi­
chiUimackinac. § 11. Destruction of the establishment at Nautall­
wasaga. § l:l. CaptQre of the American blockadinr force on Lake 
Huron. -

~'1. DURING the first years of the war, the' Bridsn af­
feeted to conciliate ~he New England states, byexetrtptin"g 
their harbours from blockade, by refraining from the" ptedlltO­
ry incursions with which they teazed the southern coasts, 
and in one case, even proclaiming that a System of perfect neu­
trality was to be observed towards them by the sea and land 
forces of Great Britain. A different system was adopted this 
summer. The ports of New England were included in the 
sweeping system of blockading the whole of the American 
coast, repeated incursions were made for the destruction of 
private property. and finally a large portion of the District o! 
Maine was invaded. and captured by a powerful force by land 
and water. 

§ 2. One of the most remarkable attacks, which occurred 
in the course of the campaign, was that made by ,sir Thomas 
Hardy upon Stonington, a small village in Connecticut, about 
20 miles east from New London. On the 9th of August, 
commodore Hardy appeaTed off the village with one 74, one 
frigate, one bomb-ship, and two gun.brigs, and immediately 
summoned the place to sl:lrr~nd'(tr. In the course of the day, 
a number of flags paS'Sed to and-from the place; the conditi"ons 
required were, that the, family of Mr. Stewart, late consul at 
New London, should be immediately sent off to the squadron; 
that the two guns in the battery should be removed; and that 
no torpedoes should be fitted from, or suffered to be in, the 
harbour. The terms being sent over to New London to ge-< 
neraJ Cushing, the commanding officer of this district, he re­
plied, that the reqllest for the removal of Mr. Stewart's family 
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would be forwarded to \Vashingtol1; with the others he would 
not comply. . . . 

In the evening, the Bntlsh commenced the. attack wIth 
rockets from one of the brigs: a great number ot rockets were 
thrown, with little or [w dfect. The brig then hauled up 
within a short distance at the battery, and kept up a heavy 
and well-directed fire from guns at a very large calibre, which 
was returned bv the twu t·ighteen-pounden> in the little battery, 
till tht:ir ammu~ition was npended. During this time the brig 
had grounded. A suppl.\ of <lmmunition having arrived from 
New London, the fire from the battery was re-commenced, 
and with such effect, that the brig slipped her cables, and tow­
ed off, out of reach of the eighteen-pounders, she having pre­
viousl" swung clear of the ground. 

On the 10th, a number of flags passed; the commodore still 
insisting on his former terms. On the following morning, 
the last flag passed, with Hardy's ultimatum, at 11 o'clock, 
viz.: that Mrs. Stewart should be put on board by 2 o'clock 
P. M. or he \\ould destroy the place. He, however, did not 
commence till 3 o'clock, at which time the bomb-ship com­
menced from two mortars, one a 15 inch and the other 13. 
The bombardment continued from this time till half past 8 in 
the evening. without intermission; the place was several times 
on fire, and as often put out by the soldiers and inhabitants. 

At day-light on the 12th, the attack was re-commenced 
from the b,)\~b-ship, seventy-four, and frigate, and continued, 
with linlt! illl':rmission, till half past 9, A. M. when the tide 
began to ebb. and the ships thought proper to haul off. In the 
afternoon they set s:lil, and left the sound by dark. 

As com·nodore Hardy has never favoured the world with 
his,fu.;i~~i account of this valiant and famous affair, we are 
emirely at a loss to conjecture what could have been his mo­
ti\·c. One h'Jrse, and one goose constituted the whole list of 
killed on shore; :l lit>I,teoanr and three privates, of the militia . , 
wer·~ sh~r.t1~· wounded L, t,",<.' hlJrsting of a shell, and two men 
in the battery b, a ~iect going {Iff at half charge. The town 
was but little U,'l1.~:,g·:d, conSidering the tremendous cannonade 
and b[o)mba' dm<-~H it sustained: one half of the houses were 
un.to'Jchnl •. and not one entirely demolished, although every 
shlp threw lts shot completely over the point. Nearly 300 
shells and fire carcasses were thrown into the villafl'e making . . () , , 
It was tSllmated, 50 tons of metal. Three or four tons of shot , 
carcass<.'s, and bomLs wert' (fJIlected by the inhabitants.~After 
the bombardment, it was learnt from good authority, that the 
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British had a number killed, and several badly wounded, by 
the fire from the two ejghteen-pounder~ on shore. 

§ 3. A few weeks after the declaration of war, sir J. C. Sher­
broke, governor of Nova Scotia, &c~ jss~ed his proclamation, or­
dering and directing allois majesty's subjects, under his govern­
ment, to abstairrfrom molesting the inhabitants living on the 
shores of the United States, contiguous to Nova Scotia ,and 
New Brunswic;k; and on no account to molest the goods and 
unarmed coasting vessels, belonging to defenceless inhabi­
tants on the frontiers,' so long as they shall abstain on their 
part from any act of hostility and molestation towards the in­
habitants of Nova Scotia and' New Brunswick; on the groul1d 
that predatory warfare carried on against defenceless inhabi-
tants could answer no good purpose. . 

Another proclamation of the same date was issued by gover­
nor Sherbroke and admiral Sawyer, purporting, that having un­
derstood that the inhabitants of Eastport had manifested a dispo­
sition/to avoid hostilities with the subjects of Great Britain, it is 
made known to them and all concerned, that from a WIsh to 
discourage, as far as possible, every species of depredatory 
warfare, which can only have a tendency to distress private in­
dividuals, they have respectively issued orders to the naval 
and land-forces, to respect the persons and property of the in­
habitants of Eastport, so long as they shall carryon their usual 
and accustomed trade and intercourse with any part of these 
provinces, and reciprocally abstain from acts of hostility. Ad­
ding, that this system of perfect neutrality towards Eastport 
should not be departed from, without due and timely notice 
being previously given to the inhabitants. 

Though some expressions in these proclamations appear as 
if they were intended as a mere cover for smuggling transac­
tions', yet the humanity and good sense displayed in the ac­
knowledgment " that no good could result from depredatory 
warfare, which can only have a tendency to distress private in­
dividuals," is worthy of high c.ommendation, and it is sincerely 
to be regretted, that the same principle had not been univer­
sally acted on. It would have been worthy of two great and 
magnanimous,nations to have waged war., " in a manner most 
consonant to the principles of humanity, and to those friendly 
relations, which it was desirable to preserve betw~en the two 
nations, after the restoration of peace." 

§ 4. Whether " due and timely notice was previously gi­
ven" to the inhabitants of Eastport of the departure from this 
system of perfect neutrality, we have no means of ascertaining. 

VOL. IV. 'K 
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But about two years after the date of this pro~l~mation*, the 
island on which it stands was captured by a Bntlsh squadron, 
and formally taken possession of in the name of his Britannic 
majest". . 

.E.lstport is situated on Moose Island, In Passamaqu?ddy 
bay. A,though this island has been held by the AmerIcans 
since the rt:volutionarv war, the right to its sovereignty has 
ne\'t~r been settled, it b~ing considered both by the Americans 
and British as within lheir boundary line. As soon as it was 
taken possession of by the British, the inhabitants were order­
ed to appear and declare their intention, whether they would 
take the oath of allegiance to his Britannic majesty; and were 
furtht:r notified, that all persons not disposed to take this 
oath, would be required to depart from the island in the course 
of seven days, unless special permission was granted to them 
to remain for a longer period. But a communication was also 
sent to the government of .Massachusetts, stating, that the ob­
ject of the British government was to obtain possession of the 
islands of Passam"quodd~ bay, in consequence of their being 
considered within their boundary line; that they had no in­
tention of carr~ ing on offensive operations against the people 
residing on the continent, unless their conduct should oblige 
them to resort to the measure; and in the event of their re­
maining quiet, they should nut be disturbed either in their pro­
perty or persons. 

§ 5. This resolution, however, of avoiding hostile operations 
against the inhabitants of the continent was adhered to for a 
much shorter period, than the H system of perfect neutrality," 
promised to be observed towards the inhabitants of Eastport. 
For the British ministry, elevated b} the success of their arms 
in Europe, had come to the resolution to demand large and 
important cessions of territon from the United States. One 
of those cessions included th'at part of the District of Maine 
which .lies eastward of Penobscot river, which they consider­
ed deSIrable on account of its securing to them a direct com­
munication between Halifax and Quebec. Instructions were 
accordingly sent out to lieutenant-general Sherbroke gover­
nor .01' Nova ~co:ia, &c •. to t"fft"ct the conquest of tha; part of 
MalOe, of whIch It was mtended to demand the cession. To­
wards the end of August an e"'Xpedition sailed from Halifax to 
accomplish the object in view. The troops were commanded 
by . governor Sherbroke, the naval forces by rear-admiral 
GrIffith. 

, July 11, 1814. 
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It was governor Sherbroke's original intention first to have 
taken possession of l\'Iachias, and then proceed to Castine, 
on the Penobscot, but on the 30th of August the ,fleet fell in 
with the Rifleman sloop of war, from which information was 
obtained that the United States frigate Adams had arrived in 
the Penobscot; and that from the apprehension of being at­
tacked by British crui7.ers, if she remained at the entrance of 
the river, she had run up as high as Hampden, where her 
guns had been landed, and mounted on shore for her protec­
tion. 

This information determined governor Sherbroke to proceed 
first to the Penobscot. ill order to arrive there' before the Ame­
ricans had time td- strengthen themselves. The fleet arriy"'ed 
off Castine on the 1st of September. The small garrison in 
the fort not being able to resist the overwhelming force of the 
British, discharged their guns, blew up the fort, and retired. 
The enemy then too,k possession without opposition. 

§ 6. The following day a considerable force. was dispatched 
up the river to Hampden, in order to capture or destroy the 
Adams. Captain Morris, the commander, had received in­
telligence the day before of the arrival of the expedition off 
Castine, which was immed,iately forwarded to brigadier-gene­
ral Blake, of the militia, with a request that he would direct 
such force as could be collected, to repair immediately to 
Hampden. As the sl},ip was prepared for heaving down, and 
.in no situation to receive her armament, the attention of the 
seamen was immediately directed to the occupation of such 
positions on shore as would best enable them to protect her. 
By great and unremitted exert.ons, and the prompt assistance 
of all the inhabitants in the immediate vicinity, during the 
lst and 2.d, nine pieces were transported to a commanding 
eminence near the ship, one to the place selected by general 
Blake for his line of battle, fourteen upon a wharf command­
ing the river below, and one on a point covering the commu­
nication between the hill and wharf batteries-temporary plat­
forms of loose plank were laid, and such other arrangements 
made as would enable them to dispute the passage of a naval 
force. Want of time prev~nted Morris from improving all 
the advantages {)f his position, and he was compelled to It:ave 
his rear and flanks to the defence of the militia, in case of at~ 
tack by land troops. 

Favoured by a fresh breeze, the British had advanced to 
within three miles of the Adams at sun~st:t on the 24. 
with the Sylph mounting 22, and Peruvian 18 guns, and one 
transport, one tender, and ten barges, manned with seamen 

r 
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from the Bulwark and Dragon, under the command of com­
modore Barrie. Troops were landed, under the command 
of colonel John, opposite their shipping, without an) oppo­
siti.on, thtir numbers unknown, but supposed to be about 350. 
To oppose these troops, about 370 mil.l;.ia were the~ collected, 
assisted by lieuten:lnt Lewis, of thl' UnltC(! Stales artlUay, who, 
by a forced march, had arrived from Castine, with his dc:t:.:ch­
ment of 28 men. 

Many of the militia were without arms, and most of them 
without any ammunition, and, as the seamtn \\ tre barelY!>lffi­
cient to man the battt:ries, the ship's n1l1skets were distributed 
among the militia; the sick were sent across the creek, \\ ith 
orders for such as were able to secure them dvts in the woods, 
in case of defeat. These arrangements were not concluded 
until late on the evening of the 2d. 

During the night, the militia were reinfcJrced by three com­
panies. The British were also landed, af!d at five next morn­
ing, marched towards Hampden, in front of ,\'hi<..:h the militia 
were advantageously posted. But they were not ('.ble to ~\'lth­
stand the attack of the British regulars; they soon gao, t; "ay 
and fled in confusion. Captain Mr His and his sailors had 
now no alternative but prt:cipitate retreat or capti\ ify; thdr 
rear and flanks being entirely exposed, whIle- the~ Were desti­
tute of an" other defence on that side than their pikes and cut­
lasses. Lieutenant Wadsworth was therefore onh:red to spike 
the guns, and retire across the bnuge, which was done in 
perfect order, the marines undtr lieutenant Watson covering 
the rear. The remainder of Morris's foret was at the same 
time ordered to spike the guns at the lower batter~', fire the 
ship, and then join their companions across the creek. 

Before these .last orders were fully executed, the enemy ap­
peared on the hIll from which the militia had retired, and the 
seamen were consequentl} exposed to their fire for a short time 
while completing them. When ther commenced their retreat 
it was f<?und t~ be impossible to gain the bridge; but they sue: 
c~eded 10 for~h~g the cr~ek, and rejoining their companions, 
Without recelvmg the shghttst injury from the fire of the 
enemy. 

T?e loss of the militia was estimated by the British at 30 or 
4~ killed, wounded, and missing, while their loss was onh: 1 
kIlled, 8 wounded, and 1 missing. Captain Morris's loss ~as 
only a seaman and a marine made prisoner. He estimates 
the loss of the naval force opposed to him at 8 or 10 killed 
and from 40 to 50 wounded, principally by the eighteen.poun~ 
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der under charge oflieQtenant Lew~, 9f the United States ar· 
tillery. 

~ 7. Machias beiAg now the only post remaining between 
~he Penobscot apQ P,ssa~aquoddy l;lay, a brigade was sent 
~gainst it from Castine. {t was taken without resistance, and 
<;olo"el. Pilkington, the aritish commalldt:r, was making ar .. 
rangement~ to prQceeQ i!lto ~he interior of the country, when he 
received a letter from brigadier-general Brewer, commanding 
the district, engC\ging th~~ the militia within the county of 
Washington should not bear arms, or in any way serve against 
his Britpnnic majesty during the war. A similar offer having 
been made by the civil officers and principal citizens of the 
county, a cessation ·of arms was agreed upon. Thus was this 
large di$trict of (:Ountry from the Ptmobscot eastward, taken 
posffession of almost without resistance. 

§ 8. Having now reviewed the most important transactions 
of the campaign on our maritime frontier, we will next direct 
sur attention to the upper lakes in the north-west. After the 
capture of the British fleet on lake Erie, i1'l1813, anexpedi­
.lion agai~st the important post of Micpillim~ckinac had been 
eO.ntemplated; but the lateness of the season prevented its be­
ing carried into eft"ect. l»reparations we{e therefore made the 
following ,summer, and an expedition sailed from Detroit 
against the fort on the 3d of July, 1814; the troops under the 
command of colonel Croghan, ·the naval forces under captain 
Sinclair. The difficulties encountered on the flats of lake 
St. Clair, where there' was only ~ight feet water, and the rapi4 
current of the river, prevented the squadron from reachin.g 
lake:: Huron till the 12th. Then~e the squadron shaped its 
course for Matchadash bay, and used evtry possible effort to 
gain it, but without effect. Not being able to find a pilot fOl" 
that unfrequented part of the lake, and finding it filled with 
islands and sunken rocks, which must inevitably have proved 
,he destruction of the fleet had .they p(!rsisted, it being imp~­
sible to avoid ~bem on account of the impenetrable fog with 
which the lake is almost continually covered; and finding the 
arlnY already growing short of provisions, it was agreed be­
tween colonel ~rogh~n and the commodore to pu.sh for the 
island of St. Joseph's., near the head of the lake, where the 
Briti&h had a small establishment, and here they arrived on 
the 20th. , The fort.bejngfo~nd deserted was destroyed. 

§ 9. Whilst the squadron rem~ined wind-bound at St. J 0 .. 

seph's, a detachment of infantry and artillery, under major 
Holme$, was 4i,p.-tched ill the Jal,ln~helt, ~nQer the command 
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of lieutenant Turner, to St. Marv's, to break up the estab­
lishment at that place, and captur~ a schoone::r which lay there 
waiting for a cargo of flour !ar the .North- We::st co~pany's 
establishments on lake Supenor, which had fallen IDto the 
hands of the American squadron by the capture of the schoo­
ner Minx, on its way from Michillimackinac to St. ~ary's. 
The establishment, again5t which this e::xpedition was dlrected~ 
is a factory of the Montreal company, situatt:d at the foot of 
the falls of St. Mar\', the stream by which lakcr: Superior dis­
charges its waters in"to lake Huron. These falls are surmount- . 
ed by a canal, by which goods are passed in boats from the ves­
sels which navigate one:: lakt: to those which traverse the other. 

The launches, under li,~utenant Turner, were rowed night 
and day; but the distance being 60 miles, against a strong cur­
rent, information of their approach reached the enemy about 
two hours before their arrival, carried by Indians in their light 
canoes. No resistance was made at the fort, but tht: British 
and Indians made their escape, carrying with them all the 
light valuable articles, such as peltry, clothes, &c. Turner, 
with his sailors and a few of the infantry, instantly proceeded 
to the head of the rapids, where the enemy, finding he could 
not get off with the vessel Turner was in quest of, set fire to 
her in several places and scutlled her. Turner, however, suc­
ceeded in boarding her, and by considerable exertions extin­
guished the flames, and secured her from sinking. But t:very 
effort failed to get her through the falls in safety. She bilged 
on her passage, and being immediately run on shore, was 
burnt. A part of the public property was brought away, and 
the remainder destroyed. All private property was respect­
ed. 

~ to. On the return of the launches to St. Joseph's, the 
squadron proceeded to Michillimackinac, where they arrived 
on the 26th. This place is, by nature, a second Gibraltar, be­
ing a high rock, inaccessible on every side, except the west: 
from t~t: landing to. th~ heights is nt:.a~ly two miles, through a 
very t~Ick wood. FI.ndmg that the BntIsh had strongly fortified 
the helg?t ovt:rlook~ng t~e old fort, Croghan at once despair­
ed of bemg able, WIth hIS s~all force, to carry the place by 
storm. He therefore determmed to land and establish himself 
on some favourable pl1sition. whence he would bl:' enabled to 
annoy th~ en~my bv grad.ual and slow approaches, under 
~ove~ of hIS artillery, of whlch he. was superior to the enemy 
10 POlDt of m~t.al. He was also IOduced to adopt t~is step 
by the SUPpOSItiOn, that it would either induce th& enemy to 
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attack him in his strongholds, or force the Indians and Cana­
dians, the enemy's most efficient, and only disposable force, 
off the island, as they would be very unwilling to remain af­
ter a permanent~footing should be. taken. 

Unfavourable weather prevented the . landing of the troops 
till the 4th of August, when the whole force was disembarked 
on the west end of the island, under cover of the guns of the 
shipping. The line being quickly formed, advanced towards 
a fidd, which had been recommended as a suitable place for 
a camp, by persons who had lived several years on the island. 
Hardly had the troops arrived at the edge· of the field, before 
intelligence was conveyed to colonel Croghan that the enemy 
was a short distance a-head, and in a few seconds a fire of shot 
3!ld shells opened on the Americans, from a battery of four 
pteces. 

The enemy's position was well selected; his line reached 
along the edge of the woods, at the farther extremity of the 
field, and was covered by a temporary breastwork. On re­
.connoitering the enemy, Croghan determined to change his 
position, which was no~ two lines, the militia forming the 
front. He accordingly ordered the battalion of regulars, un­
der major Holmes, to advance to the right of the militia, 
thus to outflank the enemy, and by a vigorous effort gain his 
rear. But before this movement could be executed, a fire 
was opened by some Indians posted in a thick wood near the 
American right, which proved fatal to major Holmes and 
severely wounded captain Desha, the next officer in rank. ~his 
unlucky fire, by depriving the battalion of the services of its 
most valuable officers, threw that part of the line into confu­
sion, from which the best exertions of the officers were not 
able to recover it. 

Finding it impossible to gain the enemy's left, owing to the 
impenetrable thiekness of the woods, a charge was/ordered to 
be made by'he r..egulars immediately against the front. This 
eharge, though ,made in sam€; confusion, served to drive the 
enemy back in the woods, whence an annoying fire was kept 
up by the Indians. Lieutenant Morgall was now ordered up 
with a light piece to assist the left, which, at this time, was~ 
particularly galled; its fire soon forced the enemy to retire to 
a greater GUstance • 

. The position contemplated for the camp being now oc'::upied, 
was found to be by no means tenable, from being interspersed 
with thickets, and every way intersected by ravines. Croghan 
determined, ~herefore, no longer to expose his force to the fire 
of an enemy deriving every advantage which could be ob-
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tained from numbers and a knowledge of the position, and 
therefure ordc:red a retreat towards the shipping, which was 
immediatelv dlt:cted. 

The loss'of the Americans in this affair was 13 killed, 51 
wounded, and 2 missing. The loss of the British has not been 
ascertainl'd. 

§ 11. Michillimackinac being thus found impregnahle by 
assault, measures were adopted for starving it into submission, 
by cutting off its suppiies. The whole ot ~he troop~, except 
three companies, were therefore dispatc~ed m two ot the ves­
sels, to join general Brown on the NIagara, and the rest of 
the sqlladron directed their course to the east side of the lake, 
in order to break lip any of the establishments of the enemy 
in that quarter. The only practicable lines of communica­
tion with the lower countr", while the Americans were mas­
ters ot lake Erie, was with l\lontreal by Outawas or Grand 
river, which is connected by means of a portage or carrying­
phce, 'I'1th lake Nipissing, which latter empties itself into 
lake Huron by means of French rinr; or with York, by 
means of lake Simcoe and Nautauwasaga river. The first of 
these communications was learnt to be impracticable during 
the present season, on account of the marshy state of the 
portages. The squadron, therefore, proceeded to the mouth 
of the Nautauwasaga, where it arrived on the 13th of Au­
gust, and the troops were immediattly disembarked on the 
peninsula formed by the river and lake, for the purpose of 
fixing a camp. 

On reconnoitering this position, a schooner, the only one 
possessed by the British in this quarter, was discovered in 
the river, a few hundred yards above, under cover of a block­
house erected on a commanding situation on the opposite 
shore. On the following morning, a fire was opened by the 
shipping on the block-house for a few minutes, but with little 
effect, owing to a thin wood intervening to obscure the view. 
Two .howitzers, however, being landed, they commenced 
throwm~ shells, and in a few minutes one of the shells burst 
in th~ block-house, which shortly after blt.:w up his magazine, 
allo~mg the enemy ba:ely ti.me to make his escape. The ex­
plOSion set fire to a tram which had been laid for the destruc­
tion of the vessel, and in an instant she was in flames. The 
necessary preparations had been made bv commodore Sinclair 
f?r getting on board of. her; but frequ~nt and heavy explo- " 
slons below deck made It too great a rIsk to attempt saving 
her. She was, therefore, with her cargo, entirely consumed. 
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§ 12. Colonel Croghan not thinking it advisable to fortify 
.and garrison N autauwasauga, the communication from York . 
being so short and convenient, that any force left there might 
easily be cut off in the winter, the Scorpion and Tigress were 
left to blockade it closely, until the season should become too 

, boisterous for boat transportation, and the remainder of -the 
squadron retumed to Detroit. But this blockade, which, had 
it been properly enforced, would pro~ably soon have made a 
bloodless conquest of Michillimackinac, was soon put an end 
to by the capture of both the schooners. The Tigress was 
'f;arrie'dby' boarding from the enemy's. boats on the night of 
the 3d of September, and the Scorpion was surprise4 and 
taken by the Tigress, on the 6th, at the dawn of day. And 
thus, by the negligence of the officers, was the capture of 
Michillimackinac completely frustrated for, this season. 

• f 
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CHAPTER VI. 

~ 1. State of affairs in the Creek territory. § 2. Battle of Eccanacha­
ca. § 3. Expedition of general Jackso? § 4. A~tack on ~eneral 
Flovd's camp. § 5. Battle of the Horse-Shoe. § 6. ~reaty of peace 
with the Creeks. § 7. Rf'pulse of the Br!tish at MobIle. § 8. Proc­
lamation of colonel Nichols. § 9. DestructIOn of the settlement at Ba~­
l'ataria. § 10. Capture of Pensacola. ~ ~1. Capture o~ the AmerI­
can gun-boats on lake B,rgne. § 12. Military preparations at New­
Orleans. § 13. Landing of the British b:lo~ the town § 14. Bat­
tle of Jhe 2Gd of December. § 15. DescnptlOn of the country around 
New.Orleans. § 16. Operations of the British previous to the 8th of 
January. § 17. Battle of New-Orleans. § Hl. Bombardment?f Fort 
St. Philip. § 19. Capture of Fort Bowyer. § 20. OperatlOns on 
the coast of South.Carolina and Georgia. 

~ 1. T HE forces employ.ed in the war with the Cr~ek I?­
dians, a part of whose operations has already been detaIled In 

the secund volume of this work, wt:re the Tennessee militia, 
under major-general Jackson, whose head-quarters were at 
Fort Strother, upon the Coosee river; the Georgia militia, un­
der brigadier-general Floyd, whose operations were directed 
from the Chatahouchie,; and a body of volunteers, in the 
southern part of the country of the Creeks, unuer the com­
mand of brigadier-general Claiborne. The settlements of the 
hostile Creeks wert: principally on and between the Tallapoo­
see and Coosee rivers. Here stood the towns of Tallushatches, 
Talledega, and Hillibee, which gave their names to the bat­
tlt:s so called, which have already been noticed. The town of 
Autossee stood on the left bank of the Tallapoosee. 

Notwithstanding the decisive victories that had been obtain-
ed by the American troops, and the heavy losses of the In­
dians, and the destruction of their principal towns, this brave 
people were still unsubdued. General Claiborne, therefore, 
marched a detachment from Fort Claiborne, on the 13th of 
December, 1813, with a view to the further destruction of 
their towns. Fort Claiborne is situated on the Alibama river 
at no great distance above where, by its junction with th~ 
Tombigbeee, it forms the Mobile rinr. The object in view • 
wa~ a town calle? by the Cre~ks Eccanachaca, or Holy Ground. 
ThiS place, Claiborne was mformed, was occupied by a large 
body of the enemy, under the command of Weatherford, a 
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half-breed chief, who commanded the Indians that commenced 
tke war by. the destruction of the' garrison at Fort M i ms. 

~ 2. When about 30 miles from the town, a stockade was 
erected for the security of the sick and the heavy baggage, and. 

- on the morning of the 22d the troops resumed their line of 
march. Their course lay chiefly through woods, without a 
track to guide them. On the morning of the 23d, the dispo­
sition. for the. attack was made. The troops advanced in three 
columns, a small body acting as a corps de reserve. About 
noon the right column came in view of the town, and was im .. 
mediately vigorously attack~d by the enemy, who had been 
apprised of the,r approach, and had chosen their field of ac­
tion. Before the centre or the Left could come generally into 
action, the enemy were replilised, and fiy~ng in all directions, 
many of them casting away their arms. 

Thirty of the Creeks were killed in- this rencontre, and, 
judging from appearances, many were wounded~ The loss 011 

the part of the Americans was one killed and six wounded. 
A pursuit was immediately ordered; but from the 'nature 

of the country nothing was effected. The town was nearly 
surrounded· by swamp~ and deep ravines, which rendered the 
approach of the troops difficult, while it facilitated the escape 
of th~ Indians. In the town was found a large quantity of 
provisions, and immense property of various kinds, which 
the enemy, fiying precipitately, were obliged to leave behind. 
All were destroyed, together with the village, 'consisting of 
about 200 houses. The Indians had barely time to remove 
their worrien and children across the Alibama, which runs 
near where the town stood. The town had been built since 
the commencement of hostilities, and was established as a 
pL'lce of security for the inhabitants of several villages. 

In the house of Weatherford, the commander, was found 
a letter from the Spanish governor of Pensacola to the le.ader 
of the Creeks, stating, that he had represented their request 
of arms and munitions to the captain-general in Havanna, but 
had a,; y~t received no answer. He was in· hopes, however, 
he stated, of re~eiving them; and as soon as that took place, 
they should be inf~rmed. 

the following day was occupied-by the troops in deatroying 
a town consisting of 60 houses, eight miles higher up the ri­
ver, and in taking and destroying the boats of the enemy. At 

.. this place thTee Indians of some dis'tinction were killed. 
The term of service of the volunteers having now generally 

expired, they m~rched to Fort Stoddart, in order to be paid 
off. 
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~ 3. Soon after the battle of Talledega, gener"l Jac~son's, 
army had been almost entirely broken up, by the expIratIon ot 
the time of the militia, but on the 14th of January, he was 
joined at Fort Strother by about 800 new-rai,sed volun~eers 
from Tennessee, making his whole force, exclus~ve of IndIans, 
930. The term of senice of the volunteers bemg short, and 
the men Cull of ardour to meet the enemy, he ddt::rmined im­
mt·diately to employ them in active s~rvice; and to thi~ he 
was particularl~ induced by the informatIOn, t?at the IndIans 
were concentrating with the view of attackmg Fort Arm­
strong, a pUiition about 50 miles above Fort Strother, on the 
same rin,,", and also bv his desire to make a diversion in favour 
of general Floyd, who was about making a movement to the 
Tallapoosee river, near its junction with the Coosee. 

The volunt<.::ers therefore were marched across the river the 
day after their arrival, and on the next day, Jackson followed 
with the remainder of his force, consisting of the artillery 
company, with one six pounder, on~ company of infantry of 
48 men, two companie~ of spies, of about 30 men each, and 
a com pam of vulunteer officers, headed by general Coffee, 
who had been abandoned by his men, under some misappre­
hension as to their term of service, and who still remained in 
the field waiting the orders of the government. 

On the 17th, the troops took up the line of march, and on 
the night of the 18th encamped at Talledega Fort'\. where they 
were joined by between ;:'00 and 300 frieOllly Indians; 65 of 
whom were Cherokees, the remainder Creek"s. On the 20th, 
they ~ncamped at Enotachopco, a small Hillibee village, about 
12 mIles from Emuckfau. Here J aekson began to perceive 
very plainly how little knowledge the spies had of the coun­
try, of the situation of the enemy, or of the distance the a~ 
my was from them. The insubordination of the new troops, 
and the want of skill in most of their officers, also became 
more and .m?r~ apparent. But their ardour to meet the enemy 
was not dlmlntshed; and Jackson had a sure reliance upon the 
guards, and the company of old volunteer officers ami upon 
the spies, in all about 125. ' 

On the morning of the 21st, the troops marched from Eno­
tachopco, as direct as possible for the bend of the Tallapoosee, 
and about 2 o'clock, P. M., the spies having discovered two of 
the ene~r, endeavoured to overtake them, uut failed In 
the evenmg a large trail was perceived, which led to a neW 
road, mucn ~eaten ~n~ lately travt"Ued. Knowing that he 
must have arnved wnhlO the neighbourhood of a strong force, 
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and it being late in the day, Jackson determined to encamp, 
and reconnoitre the country in the night. He accordingly 
chose the best scite the country would admit, encamped .in a 
hollow square, sent out spies and pickets, doubled the centi­
nels, . and made the necessary -arrangements before dark for a 
night attack. '. About 10 o'clock at night one the .pickets fired 
at three of the enemy, and killed one, but he was not fGund un­
til the next day. At 11, the spies returned wit!J the informa­
tion, that there was a large encampment of Indians at the 
distance of about thl't'e miles, who, from th~ir whooping and 
dancing, seemed to be apprized of the approach of the t~oops. 
One of these spies, an Indian in whom Jackson had great 
confidence, assured him that they were carrying off their wo­
men and children, and that the warriors would t:ither make 
their escape or attack him before day. Being pr~pared at all 
all points, nothing remained to be done but to await their ap­
proach, if they meditated an attack, or to be ready, if they 
did not, to pursue and ~lttack them at day-light. 

While the troops were in this state of readiness, the enemy, 
about 6 o'clock in the morning, commenced a vigorous attack 
on the left flank, which was as vigorously met; the action con­
tinued to rage on that flank, and on the left of the rear, for 
about half an hour. So soon as it became light enough to 
pursue, the left wing, having sustained the heat of the action, 
and being somewhat weakened, was reinforced by a company 
of infantry, and was ordered and led on to the charge by ge­
neral Coffee, who was well supported by all the officers and 
I1rivates who composed that line. The enemy was completely 
routed at every point, and .the friendly Indians joining in the 
pursuit, they were Chased about two miles with considerable 
slatighter. 
, The chase being over, general Coffee was detached with 
400 men and. all the Indian force to burn the encampment; 
hut with orders, if it was fortified, not to attack it, until the ar­
tillery could be sent forward to reduce it. On viewing the en­
campment and its strength, the general thought it most pru­
dent to return, and guard the artillery thither. The wisdom 
of this step was soon discovered-in half an 'hour after his 
return to camp, a considerable force of the em:my made its 
appearance on Jackson's right flank, and commenced a brisk 

.. fiTe on a party of men, who' had been on picket-guard the night 
before, anet were then in search of the Indians they had fired 
upon.. General Coffee immediately requested 200 men to 
turn their left flank, which were accordingly, _ordered ; but, 

" through some mistake, not more than 54 followed him, among 
.. 
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whom were the old volunteer officers. With these, however, 
he immediatdy commenced an a~tack on ,the left fl~nk of the 
enemy, and J.,ckson ordered 200 of the fne~dly Indians to fall 
in upon their right flank, and co-operate with general Coffee. 
This order was promptly obeyed, and what wns expecte,d was 
realized. The enemy had intended the attack 011 the nght as 
a leint, and, expecting to direct all Jackson's dt,tention thither, 
meant to attack him again, and with their maIO force,.on t~e 
left flank, which they had hoped to find weakened and 10 diS­
order. But they were disappointed; for Jackson had order­
ed the left flank to remain firm to its place, and the moment 
the alarm-gun was heanl in that quarter, he repaired thith~r, 
and ordered captain Ferrill, part of the reserve, t? suppor~ It. 
The whole line met the approach of the enemy WIth astolllsh­
ing intrepidity, and having given a few fires, they forthwith 
charged with great vigour. The effect was immediate and 
inevitable. The enemy fled with precipitation, and were pur­
sued to a considerable distance, bv the left fl'mk and the friend­
ly Indians, with a gallin~ and des'tructive fire. 

In tb':! mean time general Coffee was contending with a su­
perior force of the enem)'. The Indians who had been order­
ed to his suppor~, and who had set out for this purpose, hear­
ing the firing on the left, had returned to that quarter, and 
when the enemy were routed there, entered into the chase. 
That being now over, 100 of them were sent to the relief of 
Coffee; and as soon as they reached him, the charge was made 
and the enemy routed: they were pursued about three miles, 
and 45 of them slain, who were found. General Coffee was 
wounded in the body, and his aid-de-camp, A. D6naldson, 
killed, together with three others. ' 

The camp was now fortified, in order that the troops might 
be the better prepared to repel any attack. which might be 
made the f?l1owing night, and next morning the troops set 
out o~ t~elT return to Fort Strother, general Jackson not 
deeming It prudent to proceed farther on account of the scar­
city of supplies, the number of his wounded, and the probabi­
lity of the Indians receiving reinforcements from below. The 
retreat commenced at 10 o'clock on the 23d, and the troops 
wer,e fortunate enough to reacn E:notachopco before night, 
haVing passed .a dang~rous defile, Without interruption. The 
camp wa~ agam fortIfied. HaVing another defile to pass in 
the morning, across a deep creek, and between two hills which 
J ac kson had view,ed with attention, as he passed on, and where 
he expecte~ he mlght be att,acke~, he determined to pass it at 
another POlOt, and gave directIOns to the guide and fatigue-
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men accordingly. The general's expectation of an attack in 
the morning was increased by the signs of the night, and with 
it his caution. Before the wounded were removed from the 
interior of the camp, the front and rear-guards were. formed, . 
as well as the right and left columns, and the centre moved 
pff in regular order, leading down a ridge to Enotachopco 
creek, at a point where it was clear of reeds, except immedi­
ately on its margin. A general order had been previously 
issued, pointing out the manner ill which the men should be 
formed in the event of an attack on the front, or rear, or on 
the flanks; and the officers had been particularly cautioned to 
halt and form accordingly, the instant the word should be , 
gIven. . 

The front guard had crossed with part of the flank coitlmns, 
the wounded were over, and the artillery in the act of entering 
the creek, when an alarm-gun was heard in the rear. Having 
cbesen the ground, Jackson expected there to have entirely -
cut off the enemy, by wheeling the right and left columns on 
their pivot, re-crossing the creek above and below, and falling 
in upon their flanks ~nd rear. But, to his astonishment and 
mortification, when the word was given to halt and form, and 
a few guns had been· fi'ed, the right and left columns of the 
rear-guard precipitately gave way. This shameful retreat 
was disastrous in the extreme: it drew along with it the .' 
greater part of the centre coillmn, leaving not more than ~5 
men, who, being formed by colonel Carrol, maintained their 
ground as long as it was possible to maintain it. There was 
tben left to repulse the enemy, the few who remained of tht. 
rear-guard, the artillery company, and captain Russell's corn 
pany of spies. 'Their conduct, however, exceeded the highest 
expectations. l..ieuteriant Ar~strong,. who commanded the 
artillery company in the absence of captain Deadrick, who 
was confined by sickness, ordered them to form, and advanced 
to the top of the hill, whilst he and a few others dragged up 
the six .. pounder. Never was more bravery displayed than on 
this occasion. Amidst the most galling fire from the enemy, 
more than te.n times their number, they ascended the hill and 
maintained their PQsition, until their piece was hauled u'p, 
when, having levelled it, they poured upon the enemy a fire 
of grape, re-Ioaded 'and fired again, charged and repulsed 
them·. .. , 

.. General Iackson, in his official report, states some instances of per­
hap~ the most delib~rate bravery that have ever been recorded. The indi­
vidli~ls mentioned were lieutenant Armstrong, Constantine Perkins, and 
Craven Jackson, all of the artillery, th,e two latter acting IlS g'unnen. In 
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A number of the troops now crossed the cret::k, and entered 
into tht:: chase. Captain Gordon of the spies, who h,ad rusht::d 
from tht:: front, endeavoured to turn the left flank at the ene­
my, in \\ hich he partiall~ succ~edt::d, an.d ~olond Carroll, 
colond Higgins, and captams EllIOt and PJpkms, pursued. the 
enemv for mort:: than two miles, who fled in constt::rnatlOn, 
thro\\:ing away their packs, and leaving 26 ~f. their warriors 
dead on the field. This last defeat was decIsive, the troops 
being no more disturbed in their retreat. 

The loss sustaint:d in these several engagements was 20 
killed and 75 wounded, 4 of whom afterwards died. The 
loss of the enemy could not be accurately ascertained: 189 of 
their warriors were found dead; but this must fall considera­
bly short of the number really killed. Their wounded can only 
be guessed at. 

~ 4. Meanwhile general Floyd was advancing towards the 
Indian territory from Chatahouchie river. On the 27th of 
January his camp was attacked by a large body of Indians, at 
the hour usually chosen for their operations, viz. about an hour' 
before day. They stole upon the centinels, fired upon them, 
and then with great impetuosity rushed upon the line. In 20 
minutes the action bt:{;ame general, and the front of both flanks 
were closely pressed, but the gallant conduct of the officers, 
and the firmness of the men, repelled them at every point. As 
soon a$ it became light enough to distmguish objects, Floyd 
strengthened his right wing, to prepare them for a charge, and 
the c~lValry was ordered to form in their rear, to act as cir­
cumstaPlces should dictate. The order for the charge was 
promptly obeyed, and the enemy fled in every direction before 
the bayonet. The order was then given for the charge of the 
cavalry, who pursued and sabred fifteen of the enemv. 

Thirtv-seven Indians were left dead on the field. . From the 
effusion of blood, and number of the war-clubs and head-dresses 
found in variolls directions, their loss must have been consi­
daable. Flo~'d's loss was 17 killed, and 132 wounded. 

~ 5. The Creek<; beinl? rather inspirited than cast down by 
their last encounters with the whites, more vigorous efforts 

the hurry ?f the moment, in sepal'ating the gun from the limbers, the :-am­
mer and pIcker If the cannon were left tied to the limber: no sooner was 
thJ~ rliscove.ed, tha~ Jacksoll, amidst th.e galling fire of the enemy, pulled 
o.ut the raml'oJ of hIS musket and IIsed It as a pIcker; prllned with" cart-
1'I.dge, and fired the cannon Perkins ha'ing pulled off his bavenet, u~ed 
h~s mu,ket as a rammer, and drove down the cartridge· and Jackson usmg 
hI, fOI'mer I . d' h d I . -' , , , pan, ag-am ISC arge IeI'. LIeutenant -\ rmstrong fell just 
:tte~ the first fire of the cannon, exclaiming, as he lay, "my brav~ fel­
o\\~, some of you rna) fall, but you must sa"e the cannon." 
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became necessary. General Jackson, therefdre, having reo. 
ceived reinforcements of militia from Tennessee, and being 
joined by a considerable body of Cherokee and friendly Creek 
Indians, set out on another expedition to the Tallapousee ri­
ver. He put,his army in motton from the Coosee:: river on the 
morning of the 24th of March, and having a passage of fifty. 
two and a half miles over the ridges which divide the waters 
of the two rivers, reached the bend of the Tallapoosee, three 
miles beyond where the engagement of the 22d of January 
took place, and at the southern extremity of New Y ouca, on 
the morning of the ~7th. . 

This bend resembles in its curvature that of a horse-shoe, 
and is thence called by that name among the whites. Nature 
furnishes few situations as eligible for defence; and barbari­
ans never rendered one more secure by art, than was this by 
the Creeks. Across the neck of land which leads into it from 
the north, they had erected a breastwork, of the greatest com­
pactness and strength, from five to eight feet high, an4 .pre­
pared with double rows of port-holes very artfully arranged. 
The figtlre of this wall manifested no less skill in the pro­
jectors of it, than its construction; an army could not approach 
it without being exposed to a double and cross fire from the 
enemy, who lay in perfect security behind it. The area of 
this peninsula, thus bounded by breastworks, included about 
80 or 100 acres. , 

In this bend the warriors from Oakfuskee, Oakchaya, New 
Youca, Hillabees, the Fish Ponds, and Eufauta towns, appriz­
ed of Jackson's approach, had collected their strength. Their 
exact number was not ascertained; but it was believed to have 
been about 1000: and relying with the utmost confidence upon 
their strength, their pituation, and the assurances of their pro­
phets, they calculated on repulsing Jackson with great ease. 

Early on the morninK of the 27th, having encamped the 
preceding night at the distance of six miles from the bend, 
Jackson detached general Coffee with the mounted men, and 
nearly the whole of the Indian force, to pass the river at a 
ford about three miles below their encampment, and to sur­
round the bend in such a.manner that none of them should 
escape by attempting to cross the river. With the remainder 
of the forces Jackson proceeded along the point of land, which 
led to the front of their breastwork; and at half past 10 o'clock, 
planted his artillery on a small eminence, distant from the 
~ . .!arest point of the breastwork about 80 yards, and from its 
farthest about 250; from which a brisk fire was immediately 
opened upon its centre. Whenever the enemy showed them-

TOL.JV. ~ 
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selves behind their works, or ventured to approach them, ~. 
galling fire was opened on them with musketr\' and rifles. 

Meanwhile general Coffee, having (rossed bdo~, ~urned up 
the river, bearing away from its cliffs. W~en wlthm h~lf a 
mile of the village, which stood at the extremlt\' of th; penm,su­
la, the savage yell was raised by the enemy. , E~pt:ctl.ng an J(~­
mediate attack, Coffee drew up his forc~s In hne o.t .battie, In 

open hilly woodland, and moved forward In that positIOn. The 
friendly Indians had been previously ordered to advance se­
cretly and take possession of "he bank of the river, and prevent 
the enemy from crossing on the approach of Jackson's main 
body in front. Accordingly, the fire of Jackson's cannon com­
mencing when Coffee's troops were within about a quarter of 
a mile from the river, his Indians immediately rushed for­
ward with great impetuosity to its banks. The militia were 
halted, and kept in order of battle, an attack on the rear be­
ing expected from the Oakfuskee villages., which lay on the 
river about eight miles below. 

The fire of the cannon and small arms becoming now gene­
ral and heavy in front. animated the Indians on the bank; 
and seeing about 100 of the warriors, and all the squaws and 
children of the enemy running about among the huts of the 
village on the opposite shore, they could no longer remain 

. silent spectators. While some kept up a fire across the ri\'er 
(here about 120 yards wide), to prt~vent the enemy's approach 
to the bank, other ... plunged into the river and snam across for 
canoes, that lay on the other side in considerable numbers. 
Having succeeded in bringing them over, numbers embarked. 
and landing in the peninsula, advanced into the village, and 
soon drove the enemy from the huts up to the fortification, 
where they pursued and continued to annoy them du~ing the 
whole action. 

This movement of th~ friendly Indians leaving the river 
~ank unguarded, made It necessary that a part of Coffee's 
hne should take their place. A company of rangers were ae­
corch~gl)' posted on the bank of the upper part, and a lieuten­
ant with 40 men took possession of an island in the lower part 
of the bend. 

Fi~ding that the frien~ny Indiaas, notwithstanding the de­
t~rmmed braver\' they dIsplayed, were wholh insufficient to 
dIslodge the enem\', and that gener;)l Coffee h~d secured the 
opposit~ hanks of the river, Jackson de.termined upon taking 
P?SSeSSlOn of the works by storm. X ever Were men better 
disposed for such an undert:lking, than those In ,,;hom it was 
to be effected. They had entreated to be led" to the charge 
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with the most pressing importunity; and received the order 
which was now given with the stronge~t demonstration of joy. 
The effect was such as this temper of mind foretold. The 
regular troops, led by colonel Williams and major Montgome­
ry, were presently in possession of the nearer side 'of the 
breastwork; and the militia accompanied them in the charge 
with a vivacity and firmness which could not have been ex­
ceeded, and have seldom been t:qualled by troops of any de­
scription. 

Having maintained for a few minutes a very obstinate con­
test, muzzle to muzzle, through the port-holes, in which 
many of the enemy's balls were welded to the American 
bayonets, they succeeded in gaining possession of the opposite 
side of the works. The event could then no longer be doubt­
ful; theenemy~ although many of them fought to the last with 
that kind of bravery which desperation inspires, were r9uted 
and cut to pieces. The whole margin of the river which sur­
rounded the peninsula, was strewed with the slain: 557 ~ere 
found, besides a great number who were thrown in the river 
by their surviv"ing friends, and killed in attempting to pass it, 
by general Coffee's men, stationed on the opposite banks. Not 
more than 20 could have escaped. Among the dead was found 
their famous propli'et Manahoee, shot in the mouth Hy a grape­
shot, and two other prophets. Two or three women and 
children were killed by accident. The number of prisoners 
taken exceeded 300, all wom~n and children excepting three 
or four. 

The battle. may be said to have continued with severity 
for about five hours; but the firing and the slaughter con­

. tinued until it was suspended by the darkness of the night. 
The next morning it was resumed, and 16 of the enemy 
slain, who"had concealed themselves under the banks. 

Jackson's loss was 26 white men killed, and 107 wounded; 
18 Cherokees killed, and 36 wounded; 5 friendly Cre'eks kill­
ed, and 11 wounded. 

This most decisive battle completely broke the spirit as well 
as power of the hostile Creeks, who were never after able to 
make head against the troops of the United States. Jackson 
shortly"after completely scoured the Coosee and Tallapoosee 
rivers; and the intervening, country. A part of the enemy- on 
the latter river, just hefore his arrival, made tht·ir escape 
across it, and Heel in consternation towards Pensacola. Mest 
of the inhabitants on the Coosee and the neighbouring country 
came in, and surrendert'd unconditionally. Many of the ne­
gtoes taken at Fort Mims were delivered up, and one white 
woman, with her two children. 
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A detachment of militia from North and South Carolina. 
under the comm;,nd of colond Pearson, scoured the country 
below, upon the Alibama, took a number of p.risoners, and, re­
ceived the submission of a great number of Cree::k warnors 
and prophets. On t~e return of Pe::arso~'s expedition, he had 
with him upwards of 600 of the late hostile Creeks, and nearly 
all the remaining negroes, that had been captured at Fort 
Mims. 

§ 6. On the 1st of August, the principal chiefs of th~ hostile 
Creeks met general Jackson at the fort called by hiS nam~, 
for the purpose of concluding articles of agreement and capI­
tulation, which were agreed upon the 9th of the same month. 
By this treaty a large and valuable portion of their territory 
was ceded to the United States, as an equivalent for the ex­
penses incurred in prosecuting the war, and the right of the 
United States to estahlish military posts and trading houses, 
and to open roads within their territory, was acknowledged, as 
also the right to the free navigation of all their waters. The 
Creeks also engaged to make an immediate surrender of aU 
the persons and property taken from the citizens of the United 
States, the friendly part of the Creek nation, the Cherokee, 
Chickasaw, and Choctaw nations, to the respedive owners; 
and to surrender all the prophets and instigators of the war, 
whether foreigners or natives, who had not submitted to the 
arms of the United States, and be::come parties to these arti­
cles, if ever they should be found within the territory of the 
Creeks. It was also stipdated, that the Creeks should abandon 
all communication, and cease to hold any intercourse with any 
British or Spanish post, garrison, or town; and that they 
should not admit among them any agent or trader, who should 
not derive authoritv to hold commercial or other intercourse 
with tht::m, by license from the president or authorized agent 
of the U~ited States. The:: United States engaged to guarantee 
the remalUder of their territory, and to restore all their pri­
soners; and, in consideration of the nation being reduced to 
extreme want, and not having at present the means of sub­
sistence, the United States engaged, from motives of huma­
nitr, to cO.ntinue ,to furnish them gratuitously with the neces­
sanes of hfe, until the crops of com could be considered com­
petent to yield the nation a supply; and to establish trading­
houses, to .enable the nation by industry and economy to pro­
cure c1othmg. 

Thus ended t~e ~reek war, after a prodigious slaughter of 
t~ose brave, mlsgUlded men, and the unconditional submis­
Slon of the remainder, excepting a few who took refuge in 
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Florida. N early the whole of the Creek towns were de­
stroyed.' 

§ 7. But hardly was the Indian war at an end, before new 
troubles sprang up in this quarter, and general Jackson was 
forced to encounter a much more formidable enemy. Af­
ter concluding the treaty with the Creeks, Jackson moved his 
head-quarters to Mobile, where, on the 27th of August, he 
received information by express from Pensacola, that three 
British 'vessels had arrived ther~ on the 25th, which, on the 
following day, had disembarked an immense quantity of 
arms, ammunition, munitions of war, and provisions;. and 
marched iDjp the Spanish fort between two and three hundred 
troops. He was likewise informed that thirteen sail of the 
line, with a large number of transports, bringing 10,000 troops, 
were daily expected. 

On the receipt of this information, Jackson immediately 
dispatched an express to the governor of Tennessee at Nash­
ville, requesting that the whole of the quota of the militia of 
that state should be organized, equipped, and brought int;) 
the field, without delay, and his adjutant-general, then in Ten­
nessee, was instructed to make the necessary arrangemenfs for 
immediately provisioning and bringing the troops to head-
quarters. .' 

The three vessels which had arrived at Pensacola, joined 
by another, soon after sailed from that port for Mobile, and 
on the 15th of September appeared off Fort Bowyer. The 
town of Mobile, where general Jackson had his head-quarters, 
is situated on the west side of the Mobile river, at its entrance 
into the bay of the same name. Mobile bay is about 30 miles 
long, and of considerable breadth; but its entrance is only 5 
miles broad, and is completely commanded by Fort Bowyer, 
which is situated at the extreme point on the east side of the 
bay. The fort was occupied by a small garrison, commanded 
by major Lawrence, of the 2d infantry. 

The British squadron, consisting of two ships and two brigs, 
appeared in sight about noon of the 15th, standing directly 
for the fort. At 4, in the afternoon, the battery was opened 
upon them ; the firing was immediately returned from all 
the vessels. A force of 110 marines, commanded by colonel 
Nicholls, 200 Creek Indians, headed by captain Woodbine, 
of the British navy, and about 20 artillerists, had been previ­
ously landed in the rear of the fOft, and opened a fire upon it 
from a twelve-pounder .and Ii howitzer, but they did no exe­
cution, and JVere soon silenced by a few shot. The action 
oontinued without intermission on either side for nearly three 
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hours when thre~ of the vessels Wt're compelled to retire. 
The c'omm~dore's ship, which mounted 22 thirty-two-pound 
carronades, having anchored nearest the fort, had h~r cable 
cut bv the shot, and was so much disabled that she drifted on 
shore, within 600 ~'ards of the battery; when, the other ves­
sels being out of reach, such a tremendous fire was opened 
upon her, that she was set on fire and abandoned by such of 
her crew as survived. Out of a crew of 170 men, the com­
mander and 20 men only escaped. On board of the other 
ship, 85 were killed and wounded; one of the brigs als~ was 
very considerably damage~; but her loss was not ascer~amed. 
The effective force in the fort was about 120 men. theIr loss 
was only four killed and five wouoded. During' the hottest 
part of the action, the flag-staff being shot away, the flag w:as 
immedia~cly regained under a heavy fire of grape and canms­
ter, hoisted on a sponge staff, and planted 00 the parapet. 
The land-forces retreated by land to Pensacola, after having 
re-emharked their pieces. 

§ 8. A short time previous to this attack, a proclamation 
was issued by Edward Nichols, commanding his Britannic 
majesty's forces in the Floridas, and dated head-quarters, 
Pensacola. addressed to the inhabitants of Louisiana, Ken­
tuck\', and Tennessee. In this address, the natives of Lou­
isiana are called upon to assist the British forces in liberating 
their paternal soil from a fruitless, imbecile governmeot; to 
abolish the American usurpation, and put the lawful owners 
of the soil in possession. The inhabitants of Kentucky and 
Tennessee are told that they have too long horne with griev­
ous impositions; that the brunt of the war has fallen on their 
brave sons; ~nd they are intreated to be imposed on no more, 
but either to range themselves under the standard of their 
forefathers, or observe a strict neutrality. If they complied 
with either of these nfft:rs, the address assured them, that 
whatever pro"i'5ions they sent down should be paid for in dol­
lars, and the safety of the persons bringing it, as well as the 
free navigation of the Mississippi, guaranteed. 

The proclamation then calls to the view of the "men of 
Kentucky the conduct of those factions w!1ich hurried them 
into this cruel, unjust, and unnatural war, at a time when 
Great Britain was straining every nerve in defence of her own 
a,nd the liberties of the world; when she was expending mil­
hons of h~r trt:asure in endeavouri.ng to pull down one of the 
most formidable and dangerous tyrants that ever disgraced the 
form of ~an. When groaning Europe was in her last gasp, 
when, Bmons alone showed an undaunted front, basely did 
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these assassins endeavour to stab her from the rear; she has 
turned on them renovated from the bloody but successful strug­
gle. Europe is happy and free, and bhe now hastens justly 
to avenge the unprovoked insult. Sht w them," continued 
Nichols, "that } OU are not collectively unjust-leave that 
contemptible few to shift for themselves; let those slaves of 
the tyrant send an embassy to Elba, and implore his aid; but let 
every honest, upright American spurn them with merited con­
tempt. After tbe experience of21 years,can you any longer sup­
port those lirawlers of-liberty, who call it freedom, when them­
selves are no more free than tht::ir impostors? Be no longer 
their dupes, accept my offers, and all that i51 promised you in 
the proclamation, I guarantee to you, on the sacred word of 
a British officer." 

A greater degree of ignorance of the nature of the people 
addressed, was perhaps never displayed, than was manifested 
in this proclamation. Nichols himself was enabled to take a 
pretty favourable view of its reception a few days after it was 
issued, as he headed the land forces employed against Fort 
Bowyer. . 

§ 9. Previous to the attack upon Mobile, Nichols had held 
out the most seducing offers to'induce a band of lawless men, 
who had formed an establishment on the island of Barrataria, 
to enter into the British service ill the operations planned 
against Lower Louisiana. But although these men were act­
ing in the most lawless manner, and though they were actually 
proscribed b.y the American government, they would nof con­
sent to act the part of traitors. Instead of accepting the Bri. 
tish oifas, they procrastinated their answer, and immediately 
dispatched the intelligence to New-Orleans. 

The Barratarians principally consisted of the officers and 
crews of French privateers, who, on the £apture of Guade­
loupe, the last of the French West-India islands, had repair­
ed to Carthagena, and accepted commissions from the new 
government which had been 'established there. For the con­
venience of disposing of their prizes, these men resorted to 
Barrataria, and formed establishments in the island of Grand 
Terre, and other places along the coast of Louisiana to the 
west of the Mississippi, whence-, it is said, they preyed in­
discriminately upon the commerce of all nations, not except­
ing even that of the pnited States, in whose dominions they 
had thus unwarrantably settled themselves. The chief inter­
,course of the Barratarians was with New-Orleans, almost all 
,their prize goods ,being smuggled into that port. 
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In the year 1813, this lawless colony excited the attention 
of the go~ernment of Louisiana, and a company was ordered 
out to bre~lk up the establishment. But this sma~l force prov­
ed quite ineffectual: the whole party were surpnsed and cap­
tured before the V reached the settlements of this resolute SC!t 
of men. The na,;al force, however, being considerably strength­
ened in the summer of 1814, a new expedition was fitted out. 
On the 11th of September, commodore Patters~n left Ne.w­
Orleans, with a detachment of 70 of the 44th regIment of 10-

fantrv, commanded b,' colond Hoss, and being joined by the 
schooner Caroline at 'Placquemine, and the gun-boats at the 
B.llize, on the morning of the:: 16th made the island of Barra­
taria, and discovered a numoer of vessels in the harbour, 
some of which shewed Carthagenian colours. As soon as 
the squadron was perceived, the Barratarians formed their 
vessels, ten in number, into a line of battle near the entrance 
of the harbour; and Patterson also formed his vessels into a 
line of battle, consisting of six gun-boats, a tender, and a 
launch; the schooner Caroline drawing too much water to 
cross the har. On the approach of the squadron, however, 
the Barr.ltarians abandoned their vessels, and took to flight in 
all directions in their small boats, having previuusly fired two 
of their best schooners. The launch, with two gun-barges 
and the small boats, were immediately sent in pursuit, and 
all the vessels in the harbour were tdken possession of, and 
the establishment on shore complddy destruyed. 

~ 10. The unprecedented conduct of the govetnor of Pen­
sacola, in harbouring and aiding the Briti:;h and thei; Indian 
allies, and in allowing them to fit out ex p,clitions against the 
United States from tholt port, had been forcibly remonstrated 
against by general Jackson, but hilherto without effect. Hav­
ing been reinforced by about 2000 Tennessee militia, which 
had marched to Mobile through the Indian country, Jackson 
therefore, advanced towards Pens'Jcola to demand redress: 
He reached the neighbourhood of that post on the afternoon 
of t~e 6th of N?vember" an.d. immediately sent a fl"g to com­
mumcate the object of hiS VISIt to the govern0r; but it was 
forced to return, being fired on from the batteries. Jackson 
then reconnoitered the fort, and finding it defended by both 
English and Spanish troops. determined lO storm the town 
a~d accordingly made the necessary arrangements for carr}'in~ 
hIS d·.,termination into effect the next day • 
... The tr?ops were put in motion for ·t.~e attack early on the 
I tho Bemg encamped to the we<;t of the town, Jackson cal­
culated that the attack would be expet:ted from that quarter. 
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To cherish this idea" part of the mounted men were sent to 
show themselves on the west, while the remainder of the troops 
passed in the rear of the fort, 'undiscovered, to the east of the 
town. When at the distance of a mile, the town appeared in 
full vie~. The troops, principally militia, with a few regu­
lars, and some Choctaw Indians, advanced with the most un­
daunted courage, although a strong fort appeared ready to as­
sail them on the right, seven British armed vessels' on the left, 
and strong block-houses and batteries of cannon in front. On 
entering the town, a battery of two cannon was opened on the 
centre column, composed of the regulars, with ball and grape, 
and a' shower of musquetry from the houses and gardens. 
The battery was immediately stormed, and the musquetry was 
soon silenced by the steady and well-directed fire of. the re­
gulars. 

The governor now made his appearance with a flag, and 
begged for mercy, offering to surrender the town and fort un­
conditionally. Mercy was granted, and protection given to 
the citizens and their property, although the officer command­
ing the fort refused to give it up, and held it till near mid­
might, when he evacuated it with his troops. The British 
iiloved down to the Barrancas, a ,strong fort commanding the 
harbour, and, finding that Jackson had gained possession of 
the town, next morning spiked and dismounted' the cannon, 
and blew up the fort, just as the American tfoopS were pre­
paring to march and storm the place. ' 

The British then withdrew to their shipping, and general 
Jackson, having accomplished his object, evacuated the town, 
and returned to the American dominions. 

§ 11. The dangers impending over New Orleans, from the 
threatene~ expedition of the :Qritish, noW rendered the pre·· 
sence of general Jackson highly necessary at that city. He ar­
rived there with his troops on the 2d of Decemb~r, and im­
mediate measures of defence were adopted, 11¥ embodying 
the mi.t;~, repairing the forts on the river, &c. 

r A few days after Jackson's arrival, the British fleet made 
their appearance in th~ Bay of St! Lquis, and on the 12th, 

. the fleet appeared in such strengtq off Ship i'slapd, as to induce 
ljeutenallt Jones, who c,o~mande4 the American flo.ti~la of 
gun-boats, 'to retire higher up the lake, to take a pOSItIOn to 
defend the passes to New Orleans. On the 13th, th~ Ameri­
can schooner .!5eahorse, which had been sent by the ~ommo­
dore that morning to the Bay of St. Louis, to assist in t~e re­
moval of so~e public stores, was attacke4 by three of the 
enemy's barges. 'These were driven off, but being reinforc~d 

YOLo 'v. ' lS' 
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by four others, the schooner \\'as blown up by her crew, and 
the store-house set on fire. On the following day, the A}lle­
rican flotilla, while becalmed, was attacked by 42 heavy launches 
and gun-barges, manned with 1000 mm and officers,. and a~­
ter a vigorous resistance, for upwards of an hour, agamst thiS 
oVt'fwhdming force, thl:! whole flotilla was captured by the 
enemy. 

§ 1"1. The news of the arrival of the British squadron in 
these waters reached New Orleans on the 12th of December, 
and in a day or two after, martial law was proclaimed in the 
citv, and th"e militia called out en masse. Large appropriations 
w~rt made b~ thl:! legislature of Louisiana for the erection of 
batteries, and granting bounties to seameD to enlist in the ser­
vice; an embargo was laid for three days in order to stop the 
departure of those individuals; and a requisition was made 
by general Jackson of negroes to work on the fortifiations, 
and all those found in the streets were impressed for that pur­
pose. as well as aWkinds of drays and carts. Four thousand 
Tennessee militia arri\'td by water on the 21st, and Jackson 
was further reinforced by the Barratarians, to ,\ horn an am­
nesty was granted by the general and the governor of Lou· 
isiana, on condition of their joining in the defence of tlu: 
country. 

§ 13. The loss of the gun-boats having given the enemy 
command of lake Borgne, he was enabled to choose his point 
of altack. It became, then:fore, an object of importance to 
obstruct the numerous bayous and canals leading from that 
lake to the highlands on the Mississippi. This important ser­
vice was committed to major- general Villere, commanding 
the district between the river and the lakes, who, being a 
n:,tin: of the country, wa, presumed to be best acquainted 
with all these l'a~ses. VI'fcrtunately, h()wever, a picket 
which the general had estal)lished at the mouth of the bayou 
Bien\'enu, and \\ hich, notwithstanding general Jackson's or­
ders, had been left unobstructed, \vas completely sUfprised, 
and the enemy penetrated through a canal leading to hIS farm, 
about two leag-ut"s below the cit~, and succeeded in cutting off 
a compa~y of militia stationed there. This intdligence was 
c(lmmumcated to Jack<;on abollt 12 o'clock on the 23d. His 
force at this time C~)!l ,j..,tl'd of parts of the 7th and 44-th regi­
ments, not n:ce~cltn? 600 together, the city militia, a part 
of general C. )!L e " brigade of mounted gun-men, and the de­
tached militia from tht' \, e"tcrn division of Tennessee under 
the com~and of major-gl'ntral Carrol. These t·wo la;t corps 
were statIOned four mdes above the city. Apprehending a 
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double attack by the way- of 'Chef Menteur; general Carrol's 
force, and the: militia of the city, were left posted on the Gen­
tilly road, and at 5 o'clock, P.M. Jackson marched to meet 
the enemy, whom he was resolved to attack in his first posi­
tion, with major, Hind's dragoons, general Coffee's brigade, 
parts of the 7th and 44th regiments, the uniformed companies 
of militia, under the command of major 'planche, 200 men of 
colour, chiefly from St. Domingo, and a detachment of art il­
let-y, under the direction of colonel M'Rea, with 2 six-poun­
ders, under the command of lieutenant Spots, not exceeding 
in all l.sOO mt'n. 

§ 14. Jackson arrived near the enemy's encampment about 
7, and immediately made his dispositions for the attack. 'The l! 
enemy's forces, amounting at that time on land to about 3000" ;') 
extended half a mile on the river, and in the rear nearlv {o ~, 
the wood. General Coffee was ordered to turn their right, t" 

while, . with the residue of -the force, Jackson attacked his 
strongest position on the left near the river. , ~ommodore 
Patterson, having dropped down the river in the schooner Car­
oline, was directed to open a fire upon their camp, which he 
executed about half after 7. 1;hisbeing the signal of attack, 
general Coffee's men, with their usual impetuosity, rushed on 
the enemy's right and entered their camp, while Jackson's -
troops advanced with equal ardour. . 

Unfortunately, a thick fog, which arose about eight o'clockt, 
eaused some confusion among the different corps. Fearirfg 
the consequences, under this circumstance, of the further pro­
secution'- of a night attack with troops then acting together 
for the first time, Jackson contented himself with lying on the 
field that night; and at four in the morning assumed a stronger 
position about two miles nearer to the city. 

In this action the American loss was 24 killed, 115 wound­
ed, and 74 missing; the British loss amounted to 46 killed, 
167 wounded, and 64 missing. I . 

§ 15. The country bet\veen New Orleans and the sea is one 
extensive swamp, excepting the immediate banks of the Mis­
sissippi. These banks are generally about a quarter of a mile 
wide, and being higher than the country behind, are dry, ex­
cept in time of inundation, when the whole country would 
form one vast flood, were it not for the artificial banks or le­
vees which have been erected for the preservation of th~ 
farms on this narrow, but fertile strip of land. The city of 
New Orleans itself is protected from the river in the same 
manner. At intervals there ape hayous or outlets which pierc~ 
these banks; the water which flo,,"s through the,n, howeveJ;, 
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never returns to th6 bed of the river, but finds its way to the 
Gulf of Mexico bv other channds through the swamps. 

From this description of the country, it will be perceived, 
that New Orlt:ans is extremely susceptible of defence,. ~nd 
that over a certain proportion, numbers are nearly unavaIlIng. 
The position taken up by general J a~kson occupi~d bo~h banks 
of the river. On the left it was sImply a straIght hne of a 
front of about 1000 yards, with a parapet, the right resting 
on the river, and the left on a wood, which communicated 
with the swamp, and the passage of which had been rendered 
impracticable for troops. This line was strengthened by flank­
works, and had a ditch with about four feet of water. On 
the right bank was a heavy battery of 15 guns, which enfiladed 
the whole front of the position on the left bank. 

~ 16. The British having erected a battery in the night of 
the 26th~ succeeded, on the following day, in blowing up the 
schooner Caroline, which lay becalmed a short distance above 
in the Mississippi. Her crew, however, had previously made 
their escape. Emboldened by this event, the enemy marched 
his whole force on the 28th up the levee, in the hope of driving 
the Americans from their position, and with this view opened 
upon them, at the distance of about half a mile, his bombs and 
rockets. He was repulsed, however, with the loss of 16 kill­
ed, and 38 wounded. The American loss was 7 killed, and 
8 wounded. 

Another attempt was made upon the American lines on the 
1st of January. The enemy having the preceding night erect­
ed a battery near the works, in the morning opened a heavy 
fire from it, and made two bold attempts to force and turn the 
left wing, in both of which they were repulsed; and in the 
course of the night they retreated to their lines, leaving all their 
guns. on the battery, which they had previously spiked, and a 
conSiderable quantity of ammunition, working-tools, and their 
dead unburied. Their loss on this occasion was 32 killed, 44 
wounded, and 2 misiing; that of the Americans, 11 killed 
and 23 wounded. 

General Jackson was reinforced bv 2500 Kentucky militia 
on the -l-th, and on the 6th the British were joined by general 
La~bert, at the, head of the second part of the expedition. 
Senous preparations were now made for storming the Ameri­
can works. 

§ 1 i. On the night of the 7th, with infinite labour the British 
suc~eed.ed in getti~g their boats into. the Mississippi, by wi­
denmg and dc,-p~nlilg the chan:H:I ol the bavou from which 
they had ;tbout two · .... ceks before effected their'disembarka-
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cion. Though these operations were not unperceived, it was 
not in Jackson's power to impede them by a general attack: 
the nature of the troops under his command, mosdy militia, 
rendering it too hazardous to attempt extensive offensive 
movements in an open country, against a numerous and well. 
disciplined army. Although his forces, as to number, had 
been increased .by the arrival of the Kentucky division, his 
strength had received very little addition; a small portion only 
of that detachment being provided with arms. Compelled 
thus to wait the attack of the enemy, Jackson, however, took 
every measure to repel it when it should be made, and to de­
feat the object ih view. 

Early in the morning of the 8th, the enemy, after throwing 
a heavy shower of bombs and Congreve rockets, advanc.ed 
their columns on the right and left to storm the entrenchments 
on the left bank of the :Mississippi, throwing over a conside­
rable force in his boats at the same time to the right bank. 
The entrenchments on the right bank, were occupied by gene­
ral Morgan, with the New Orleans contingent, the Louisiana 
militia, and a strong detachment of the Kentucky troops; 
general- Jackson, with the Tennessee and the remainder of the 
Kentucky militia, occupied the works ~>n the left bank. 

The columns of the enemy advanced in good order toward. 
Jackson's entrenchments, the men shouldering their muskets, 
and all carrying fascines, and some with ladders. The batte­
ries now opened an incessant fire on the British columns, 
which continued to aclvance in pretty good order, until, in a 
few minutes, the musketry of the militia joining their fire with 
that of the artillery, began to make an impression on them, 
which soon threw them into confusion. At this time the noise 
of the continued rolling fire resembled the concussion of tre­
mendous peals of thunder. For some time the British offi­
cers succeeded in animating the courage of their troops, al­
though every discharge from the batteries opened the columns, 
mowing down whole .files, which were almost instantaneously 
replaced by new troops coming up close after the first: but 
these also shared the same fate, until at last, after 25 minutes 
continued firing, through which a few platoons advanced to the 
edge of the ditch, the columns broke and retreated in confu-. . 
sian. 

A second attack was received in the same manner. The 
British were forced to retreat, with an immense loss. But vain 
was the attempt of the officers to bring them up a third time. 
The .~olcJ·iers were insensible to every thing but danger, and 
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saw nothing but death, which had struck so many of their 
comrades. 

N ear the commencement of the attack, general Packenham, 
the British commander-in-chief, lost his life at the head of his 
troops, and soon after generals Kt:ane and Gibbs were carried 
off tht: field dangerously wounded. A great mOlny other offi­
ct:rs of rank fell, and tht: plain between the front line of the 
British and tht: American works, a distance of 400 yards, was 
literally covered with the enemy's dead and wounded. At this 
time general Jackson's loss was only seven killed and six 
wounded. 

The entire destruction of the British army had now been in­
evitable, had not an unfortunate occurrence at this moment 
taken place on the right bank of the river. The troops which 
had landed there were hardy enough to advance Olgainst the 
works, and at the verv moment when their entire discomfiture 
was looked for with ~onfidence, the Kentucky militia inglori­
ously fled, drawing after them, by their example, the remain­
der of the forces. Commodore Patterson, who cf)mmanded 
the batterit:s, was of course forced to abandon them, after spik­
ing his guns. 

This unfortunate rout totally changed the aspect of affairs. 
The enemy now occupied a position from which he could an': 
nay Jackson without hazard, and by means of which he might 
have been enabled to defeat, in a great measure, the effects of 
the success of the Americans on the other side of the river. 
It became, therefore, an object of the first consequence to dis­
lodge him as soon as possible. For this object, all the: means 
which Jackson could with any safety use, were immediately 
put in preparation.· But so great had been the loss of the 
British on the It:ft bank, that they were not able to spare a 
sufficient number of troops to hold the position which they had 
gained on the right bank without jeopardizing the safety of 
the whole. The troops were therefore withdra,'I'l1, and J ~ck­
son immediatel\, regained the lost position. 

The spirit of atroc.:ity and vengeance, which marked the 
conduct of the British during the campaign, was manifested 
even in this battle, although the" suffert:d so signal a defeat. 
After their final repulse on the left bank, numbers of the Ame­
rican troops, prompted merely by sentiments of humanity, 
went, of their own accord, in front of their lint:s, to a!>sist the 
wound~d British, to give them dr.ink, and to carry them (as 
thev. did se\"eral of them on theIr backs) within the lines. 
'Vhlle the~' w.ere thus employt:d, they were actually fired upon, 
and several killed. Yet the others, regardless of the danger, 
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penevered in their laudable purpose. This in!\tance of base· 
ness may have proceeded from individuals; nor would it in 
common cases be presumed, that the men were ordered to 
fire by their officers: but if the fact be, as has been ~repeated­
Iy asserted without contradiction, that the watchword of the 
day was the significant words H beauty and booty," no charge 
would seem too atrocious for belief against the British com­
manders. 

The total Joss of the Americans in this action on both sides 
of the river, was 13 killed, 39 wounded, and 19 missing. The 
British acknowledge a loss of 293 killed, 1267' wounded, and 
484 missing. About 1000 stand of arms of different descrip-
tions were taken by the Americans. . 

The British -having retired to their old position, continued 
to occupy it till the night of the 18th, although constantly an­
noyed by the 'American artillery on both sides of the river. At 
midnight they precipitately decamped, and returned to their 
boats,Jeaving behind, under medical attendance, 80 wounded, 
including two officers. Fourteen pieces of heavy artillery, and 
a quantity of shot, were also abandoned, and a great deal of 
powder, which, however~. was previously destroyed. But, 

-such was the situation of the ground which the enemy aban­
doned, and of that through which he.retired, protected by ca­
nals, redoubts, entrenchments, and swamps on his right, and 
~he river' on his left, that Jackson could not, without encounter­
ing a risk which true policy diq not seem to require or to au­
thorise, attempt to annoy him much on his retreat. He took 
only eight prisoners. 

Commodore Patterson, however, dispatched five boats and 
a gig, manned and armed with 50 men, under the command of 
Mr. Thomas Shields, purser on .the New Orleans station, to 
anno.y the retreat of the British. On the night of the 19th, a 
boat lying at anchor was captured by surprise, without resist­
ance, containing 40 dragoons and ,14 seame.n. The prisoners 
exceeding the detachment in numbers, Shields returned, and 
placing them in charge of the army, again set out ~n pursuit,. 
in the hope of intercepting some of the enemy's boat~ about 
day-light, but without success. 

On the morning of the 21st, Shields once more pushed off 
among the transports"of the enemy, and captured several, but 
unfortunately, owing to a Stl'Oog contrary wind, he was not 
able to bri~g them off; some of them were therefore given up 
to the parol1ed prisoners, and the remainder des,troyed. Se­
Yenty-eightprisoners were brought in by this intrepid little 
band. 
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~ 18. Meantime the British fleet having proceeded up the 
Mississippi, bombarded Fort St. Philip for eight or nine da)'s; 
bur not being able to rnake any irnpression, they cornmenced 
their retreat about the same time that the army above em­
barked in their boats, viz. on the 18th of January. The bom­
barding vessels were stationed most of the tirne out of the 
reach of the guns of the fort. Major Overton, the corn mander, 
lost only two killed and seven wounded. 

We have never seen any official statement of the forces em­
ployed in this expedition; but the rnost probable calculation 
makes the force landed below New Orleans, about 15,000, 
viz. 11,000 land-troops. and 4000 sailors and marines. So 
confident were the British of success, that collectors of the 
custorns and other civil officers attended the expedition. seve­
ral of whom were arnong the prisoners taken by Shidds, on 
the retreat of the arrny. 

§ 19. As soon as th~ British t,"OOPS wer~ embarked on board 
their shipping, the squadron made for Mobile bay, and com­
pletely invested Fort Bowyer both by land and water. A large 
force was landed on the 18th of February, who made regular 
approaches, keeping up a constant firing, until the 11 th, when, 
the approaches being within pistol-shot of the fort, colonel 
Lawrence was sumrnoned to surrender. Resistance being un­
availing against the overwhelrning force of the enemy, articles 
of capitulation were agreed to, surrendering the fort to the 
British, the garrison, consisting of 366 men, including officers, 
being considered prisoners of war. On the 10th and 11 th, 
general Winchester, who comrnanded at Mobile, threw a de­
tachment across the bay for the relief of Fort Bowyer, but too 
late to effect any thing, except the capture of one of the British 
barges, with t 7 rnen. 

~ 20. While these operations were carried on in the Gulph 
of Mexico, a considerable force was stationed off the coast of 
South Carolina and Geor~ia, menacing Charleston and Savan­
nah. They took possession of Curnberland island, as a mili­
tary station, but nothing of consequence was effected on the 
main, excepting the capture of St. Mary'S, by a detachment 
under adrniral Cockburn, who again returned to Curnberland 
island, after they effected their purpose by the destruction of 
the forts in the m:ighbourhood. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

§ 1. Cruize of the Essex. § 2. Captain Porter's reception at Valpaa 
raiso. § 3. Destruction of the British commerce in the Pacific. § 4. 
Happah war. § 5. Typee war. § 6. Madison's Island .. § 7. Cap­
ture of the E.'1sex. § 8. Sequel of the cruize, § 9. Result of the 
campaign on the ocean. § 10. Destruction of the General Arm. 
stro~g. § 11. Peace between America and Great Britain. § 12. Its 
reception in the two countries. § 13. Lessons taught by the war . 

• ~ 1. HAVING thus reviewed' every important military 
ef(;nt, Wt:! shall now turn our attention to the ocean, where our 
cruizers continued to range with unabated vigour, and w here, to 

.... use the querulous language of the British journalists, "if they 
fight, they are sure to conquer; if they fly, they are sure to 
escape." , 

It will be recollected, that in October, 1812,the Constitution 
and Horriet sailed from Boston on a cruize" which proved 
memorable by the destruction of the Java by the former, and 

_ that of the Peacock by the latter. The Essex, captain Porter, 
sailed from the Delaware about the same time, under orders 
tp join commodore Bainbridge;who commanded the squadron. 
Porter left the capes on the 28th .of October, and ste~red for 
the Cape de Verd islands, the first appointed rendezvous, 
crossing the track of the homeward-bound Britil[!h Indiamen, 
and the outward-bound West Indiamen. Without meeting 
any enemy's vessels, he reached St. J ago, and put into Port 
Praya ·for supplies. On the 29th of N ovembtl he left the 
Cape de Verds for the Brazil coast. A few days after, a Bri­
tish packet was captured, wjth about 855,000 in specie,,' 
which being taken out, the vessel was disp~tclled witll a prize-

. master to the United States. 
The island of Fernando de Noronha, the second place of 

rendezvous,was reached on the 14th of Decemb~r. Here 
Porter received a communication from the commodore, ad­
dressed to him under the fictitious title of sir James Lucas 
Yeo', stating that he would find him off Cape Frio. Withollt 
entering the port, therefore, the Essex stood to the sOl1thward~ 
Near .tio de Janeiro a British schooner was capt~red, anq 

VOL. IV. 0 . 
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after taking the prisoners out, it was discov~red, that about an 
hour before their capture, the\, had parted with a small convoy 
of British vessels, under charge of the Juniper, a three-masted 
schooner. All sail, therefore, was immediately made in pur­
suit, but every effort to reach them proved abortive. During 
the pursuit intelligence was received, from different vessels, 
first of the blockade of the Bonne Citoyenne by the Constitu­
tion and Hornet, and afterwards of the capture of an American 
vessel by the Montagu 74, which captain Porter strongly 
suspected to be the Hornet, with the addition that the Mon­
tagu had gone in pursuit of the frigate. 

This intelligence removed all expectations of the Essex be­
ing enabled to join commodore Bainbridge; and it became 
absolutely necessar~', therefore, for Porter to depart from the 
letter of his instructions. He accordingly determined to pur­
sue that course which 5eemed best calculated to injure the 
enemy, and to enable the cruize to be prolonged. TJ;d 
could only be done by going into a friendly port, where s~_, 
plies could be procured, without the danger of blockade; and 
the most suitable place for that purpose seemed to be the port 
of Conception, on the coast of Chili. The season, it being now 
the end of January, was, to be sure, far advanced for doubling 
Cape Horn; the stock o( provisions also was short, and the 
ship in other respects not well supplied with stores for so 
long a cruize. But there appeared to Porter no other choice 
left, except capture, stan'ation, or blockade. This course 
seemed to him the more justifiable, also, as it accorded with 
the views of thl! secretary of thl:: navy, as well as those of the 
commodore. Bd'ore the declaration of war, Porter had laid 
before the sl!cretary a plan for annoying the enemy's commerce 
in the Pacific, which had bet:n apprm'ed of; and prior to this 
cruize, commodore Baillbridge having requested his opinion 
as to the hest mode of annoying the enemy, Porter had laid 
the same plan before him. Thi., had also been approved of 
by the commodore, who signified his intention to pursue it, 
provided suppl,ies of prO\"isions could be procured. Although 
there was constderable responsibility attached to this proceed­
ing, and the undertaking w"s greater than had yet been en­
gaged in In- any single ship 10 similar pursuits, vet the sea­
son admitting of no delay, Porter, immLdi~,tely o"n getting to 
sea, stood to the southward, and the crew were put on short 
allowance of provisions, in order to husband them for the long 
voyage on which they were now embarked. 

~ape Horn was doubled about the middle of February, 
amld3t tremendous storms; and the Essex surmounted "n the 
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·tlalfgers of hu~ricanes; fogs, and breakers, by the intrepidity of 
her commander, and the distinguished coolness and actiV'ity of 
her crew, to which the uncom mondegree of health they enjoy­
ed, from the judicious arrangements of captain Porter, not a 
little contributed. In the latitude of about 40° south, plea­
sant moderate weather succeeded to the incessant storms and 
severe cold experienced in the passage atound the stormy 
€ape, and on the 6th of March, the Essex came to an anchor 
off an uninhabited island oalled Mocha, in the latitude of 
about 38° 15' S. about eight leagues distant from the coast of 
Chili. At Mocha, a considerable supply of fresh provisions 
was ptocured by shooting the wild hogs and horses which 
ab6und in that island. The flesh of the latrer 'was found to 
be the preferable food, that of the hogs being tough. 

§ 2. Porter, again steering his course along the iron-bound 
coast of Chili, on the 15th of March put into the port of Val­
paraiso, where, contrary to his expectations, he was received 
with the utmost attention and hospitality. This arose from 
the chan~e which had lately taken place here, the Chilians 
having assumed the government, though without absolutely 
declaring themselves independent of old Spain. The arrival 
of an American frigate was considered· a most happy event, 
and was celebrated in their capital, St. J ago, by illuminations 
and the ringing of bells. It was gen'erally believed in Chili, 
that Porter had brought proposals for a friendly alliance, and 
assurances of assistance in their struggle for ihdependence; 
and this construction he thought it politic rather to encour~ge, 
as it suited his views of readily obtaining supplies. 

~ 3. The Essex remained a week at Valparaiso. During 
that time two Spanish vessels had sailed for Lima, which ren­
dered its speedy departure necessary, as they would certainly 
communicate the intelligence of its arrival to the enemy, and 
as it was Porter's intention to visit that coast next, for, from 
all accounts, the coast of Peru, and from there to the Gallapa­
gos islands, was the favourite fishing-ground of the British 
whalers. Porter accordingly ran down the coast of Chili and 
Peru, and thence proceeded to the Gallapagos islands. In this 
track he fell in with the Peruyian corsair, which he disarmed, 
and among the GaUapagos captured the three British whalers, 
of which an account has already been given in the second vo­
lume of this work •• 

The Essex remained six months at· the GallapRgos islands, 
during which, however, one trip was made to Tnmbez, on ,he 

'. ~pnalll, plge 61. , 
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coast of Peru, where a number of prisoners wer~ landed on pa­
role. During the cruize among those islands, the whole of 
the valuable British whale-vessels in the Pacific were cap­
tured, excepting one which had been laid up at Coquimbo for 
the want of guns, she having been disarmed by the govern­
ment of Chili, in consequence of the active part she had taken 
in favour of the Ptruvians, who adhered to Ferdinand. The 
value of these prius to the enemy was estimated at two mil­
lions and a half of dollars. By this cruize, too, the whole of 
the American whale-ships were rescued from certain capture, 
and protected in those seas until the proper season fOf their re­
turn to the United States. The captured vessels were twelve 
in number, carrying, in the whole, 107 guns, and 302 men. 
Two of the prizes were given up to the prisoners, three were 
sent to Valparaiso, where they were laid up, and three were 
sent to the United States. Lieutenant Downes convoyed the 
prizes sent to Valparaiso, in another prize, which had been 
fitted up as a cruizer, under the name of the Essex Junior. 
He rejoined captain Porter at the Gallapagos on the 30th of 
September, and brought letters from Valparaiso, containing 
information that <I squadron, under the command of commo­
dore James Hillpr, consisting of the frigate Phoebe, of 36 
guns, the Racoon and Cherub sloops of war, and a sture-ship • 
of 20 guns, had sailed from England in pursuit uf the Essex. 
That the Racoon and Cherub had been seeking her for some 
time on the coast of Brazil, and had then proceeded in quest 
of her to the Pacific. 

] 'he Essex had now been nearh' a vear at sea, almost with. 
out intermission, and, as may be ~upposed, required conside­
rable repairs to put her in a proper state to meet the enemy. 
Captain Porter, therefore, determined to steer for the \Lish­
ington Islands for that purpose, and, on the 2d of October, the 
Essex, in compan\' with the Essex Junior, Greenwich, Serin­
gapatam, New Zealander, and the Sir Andrew Hammond, 
finally left the Gallapagos, or the Enchanted Isles, as some 
ha,'e called them, from t~e di~culty of cle~ring them, owing 
to the currents and bafflIng wllld". These Islands are describ­
ed b~: cap~ain P<.mer as being all of volcanic origin, and totally 
deVOId at .runlll.ng streams. There are some few springs, but 
the \~ater IS qUIckly absorbed by the loose and thir,;ty lava 
and CInders, of .w.hich these isla~ds are I?rincipally composed. 
'':hen Porter VISIted them, theIr only lIlhabitants were tor­
tOIses, guanas, lizards, and snakes, but as he lost a number of 
goats \~hich Were put on shore to graze, the probability is that 
they WIll soon be stocked by these useful animals. The turtles 
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are in such· abundance as to furnish plentiful supplies of fresh 
provision for ships stopping there. 
. § 4. The Marquesas, of which the Washington groupe \ 
forms a part, are situated between the latitude of 6° and 11 f: -

S. and 1$60 and 1420 W. from London. Captain Porter, 
with his squadron, arrived at the island called N ooaheevah by 
.the natives, on which Porter bestowed the name of Madison's 
Isl~nd, in honour of t.he American president. Here a fine 
bay was discovered, which appeared to offer every advantage 
that could be desired. A friendly intercourse was soon opened ' 
with the natives dwelling near the beach; but their operations 
on shore were threateneu to be disturbed by the natives of a 
.neighbouring valley, who were at war with those among whom 
Porter had landed. On the capture of Olle of their strong 
holds, however, by a party of sailors, who accompanied the 
friendly natives, the hostile Indians gladly accepted of the 
peace offered by Porter, on the condition of establishing a 
friendly commerce with him. The, Indians now erected a 
little village for the reception of the articles taken out of the 
Essex, in order to her repairs, and the greatest harmony pre­
.vailed between the Americans and most of the tribes of the 
island, who brought plentiful supplies of prov isiollS in ex­
change for pieces of iron, fish-hooks, and whales' tt"eth. 

§ 5. But the conductof the Typees, one of the most nume­
rous and warlike tribes in the island, again thrcatentd to put a 
speedy stop to the useful intercourse established with the na­
tives. They continually insulted the friendly Indians, calling 
them cowards for submitting to the white men, to whom they 
applied the most degrading epithets. In reply to a messenger 
whom Porter sent to their valleY', to induce them to ,remain at 
peace, and to require an e~change of presents as a proof of 
their friendly disposition, they desired to know why they 
should seek his friendship, and why they should bring him 
hogs and fruit? If he was strong epeugh, they said, they 
knew he would come mId take them ~ his not doing so was an 
acknowledgment of his weakness. Porter was extremely. 
averse from engaging in a useless warfare with these people ; 
but hI:: conceived that necessity compelled him to take some 
steps to punish them, in order to secure thp.. fricn~ship,of t~e 
other Indians, who made no secret of theIr bebef that hIS 
backwardness to engage in war arose solely from cowardice. 
A distant day was therefore appoioted for an expedition 
against the Typees, and in the mean while Porter practi~ed 
every means to inspire them with peaceai)le views, by makmg 
them acq,uainted with the deadly efft:cts of fir~-arms. But 

.. 
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they felt too conscious of their numbers, and ~f t.he natural 
~trength "f theIr valley, surrounded by mountams Impenetra­
ble, as they bdieved, to wl":ite men, to li':>ten to peaceable over­
tures; and in this disposition they were confirmed by. the 
event of the first attempt made to enter th,ir COlll,tr\'. Thlrty­
five men, with captain Porter at their htad, };·nded in their 
valley, but from the nature of the COllmry, it w;ts found Im­
possible to make any impression on thtm with this ,:>mall 
force; and after penetrating through mdr~he:; and thickets, 
through which they had to fight their way, th· tll(Jgress of the 
party was finally stopped by a strong wall seven feet high, 
flanked by impenetr.1ble thickets. 

The situation of the party was at this moment peculiarly ha­
zardous. The surrounding hills were covered by those In­
dians, who at present professed friendship. Great numbers 
also had landed with them, but the~' had taken little or no part 
in the contest, and tht appearance of a defeat, it was supposed, 
would bring on an attack from the tribe thJthad been before 
defeated, if not by the \\ hole force of the island. A retreat 
was therefore feigned, in order to draw the Indians from their 
fort, and in an instant tht"Y rushed upon the party with hi­
deous yells. The first and second which advanced were kill­
ed, and those who attempted to carry them off were wound. 
ed ; on seeing which, they abandoned thtir dead, and precipi­
tately retreated to their fort. Porter was now suffered to re­
treat nearly unmolested. On arriving at the beach a messenger 
was again dispatched to offer peace, but they only answered by 
a challenge to renew the contest. 

Porter now determined to embark, as the Indians had all 
descended the hills, and the defeat of the white men by the 
Typf'es formed the universal topic of conversation. The pun­
ishment of the hostile natives being deemed, however, more 
im~ortant than ever, a large body was next clay marchf'd to 
theIr valle\" across the mountains, and notwithstanding the ex­
treme difficulties of the -route, pe~etratt:d into their country, 
and com .letely drove them out at the valley. We regret to 
say, that the whole of their villages wt:re hurnt:d and laid 
waste, as, though the practice is usual in IndilO warfare, we 
cannot perceive that the same necessit\- existed that can be 
urged for this measure in contests with the Indians in our own 
territorr. 
Th~ "Typees were now glad to accept of the same terms of 

peace which they had befere scorned, and every tribe on the 
Island courted the friendship of the whites. 
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§ 6. Previous to the Typee war, a fort had been erected in 
the valley where Porter first landed, by permission of the inha­
bitants, and the flag of the U oited States was hoisted, aod the 
island formally taken possession of in the name of the Ameri­
can government, by the title of Madison's Island, under a sa­
hlte of t 7 guns. The object of the ceremony being explained 
to the inhabitants, they expresse<:J much pleasure at the idea of 
~ing ,.qopted Mel/idees, as they called the Americans. 

The Essex being now completely repaired, and provisions 
for four months laid in, $he sailed for Valparaiso on the 12th 
of De~ember, in company with the Essex Junior. The three 
prizes were secured under the guns of the fort, and left in 
charge oflieutenant Gamble of the marines, and 21 men, with 
orders to proceed to Valparaiso after a certain period. 

§ 7. Shortly after captain Porter reached Valparaiso, com­
modore Hillyar arrived there in the Phrebe frigate, accompa­
nied by the Cherub slpop of ,war. These ships, having been 
sen~ out expressly to seek for the Essex, were in prime order 
and equipment, with pickt:d crews, and hoisted flags bearing 
the motto ., God and country, British sailors' best rights: 
traitors offend both." This was in opposition to Porter's motto 
of "Fret: trade and sailors' rights," and the latter part of it 
suggested, doubtlt:ss, by error industriously cherished. that the 
American crews were chiefly cOJllPosed of English seamen. In 
reply to this motto, Porter hoisted at his mizen, "God, our 
country, and liberty: tyrants offend them." On entering the 
harbour. the Phoebe fell foul of the Essex in such manner as 
to lay her at the mercy of captain Porter; out of respect to the 
neutrality of the port, however, he did not take advantage of 
her exposed situation. This forbearance was afterwards ac­
knowh:dged by commodore Hillyar. and he passed his word of 
honour to observe like conduct while they remained in port. 
They ~ontinued. therefore, while in harbour and on shore, in 
the mutual exchange- of courtesies and kind offices, that should 
characterize the private intercourse between civilized and ge­
nerous enemies; and the crews of the respective ships often 
IDingle4 together, and passed nautical jokes and pleasantries 
from one to the other. 

On getting their provisions on board, the Phrebe and Cherub 
went off the port, where they cruized for six weeks, rigorously 
blockadibg captain Porter. Their united force amountt:d to 81 
guns and 500 men, in addition to which ther took on hoard the 
crew of an English letter of marque lying in port. The force, 
of the Essex consisted of but 46 guns, all of which, excepting 
six long twelves, were 32 pound carronades, only serviceable 
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in close fighting. Her crew, having been much reduced by 
the manning of prizes, amounted to but 25? men. The Essex 
Junior being only intended as a store-shIp, mounted ten 18 
pound carronades and ten short sixes, with a complement of 
onl" 60 men. 

This vast superiority of force on the part of the enen\y pre­
vented all chance of encounter, on any thing like equal terms, 
unless br express covenant between the commanders. Captain 
Purter, ·therefore, en(ltavoureci repeatedly to provoke a chal­
lenge (the inferiority of his frigate t·) the Phrebe not justifying 
him in making the challengt:: hlmsell), but ,,·ithout drect. He 
tried frequt::ntly also to bring the Phrebe into single action; but 
this commodort:: Hillyar \\arily avoided, and always kept his 
ships so close together as to frustrate captain Porter's attempts. 
Finding it impossible to bring the enemy to equal combat, and 
fearing the arri\'al of additional force, which he understood 
was on the W:lY, Porter determined to put to sea the first 
opportunity that should present. A rendezvous was accor­
dingly opened for the Essex Junior, and having ascertained by 
repeated trials that the Essex was a superior sailer to either of 
the blockading ships, it was agreed that she should let the 
enemy chase her off; thereby giving the Essex Junior an op­
portunity of escaping. 

On the next day, the 28th of March, 1814, the wind came on 
to blow fresh from the southward, and the Essex parted her 
larboard cable, and dragged her starboard anchor directly out 
to sea .• Not a moment was lost in getting sail on the ship; 
but perceiving that the enemy was close in with the point form­
ing the west side of the bay, and that there was a possibility of 
passing to wind ward, and escaping to sea by superior sailing, 
captain Porter resoh·ed to hazard the attempt. He accordingly 
took in his top-gallant sails, and braced up for the purpose, but 
most unfortunately, on rounding the point, a heavy squall 
~truck the ship, and carried away her main top-mast, precipitat­
Ing the men who were aloft into the sea, who were drowned. 
Both ships now gave chase, and the crippled state of his ship 
left Porter no alternative but to endea\"our to regain the port. 
Finding it impossible to get back to the common anchorage 
he ran close into a small bay, about three quarters of a mile t~ 
l~eward of t.he. ba~tery, on the east of the harbour, and let goO 
hiS anchor wlthm pIstol-shot of the shore. Supposing the ene­
my ~ould, a~ for~erly, respect the neutrality of the place, he 
conSIdered hlmselt secure, and thought only of repairing the 
damages ~e ha~ sustaint:d. The wary and menacing approach 
of the hostIle shIps, however, displaying their motto flags, and 
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having jacks at all their maSts' heads, soon showe4 him thereat 
dang~r of his situation. With all possible dispatch, ther~fore 
he ~ot his s~~p ready for action, and endeavoured to get ~ 
sprmg on his cable, but had not succeeded, w hen, at 54 mi~ 
liutes p~st"3, P. M. the enemy commt:nced an attack. 

, At first the :ph~be placed' herself under his stern, and the 
Che~~b on hi~ starboard bow; but the latter soon finding her­
se~f exposed tQ a hot fire, bote up and ran under his stern als01 
where both ships ~ept up a severe and raking fire. Porter suc. 
ceeded three different times in getting springs on his cables; 
for the purpose of bringing his broadside to bear on the enemy, 
but they were as often shot away by the excessive fire to which 
he was exposed. He was obliged, therefore, to rely for de­
fence against this tremendous attack merely on three long 
twelve-pounders, which he had run out of the stem-ports; 
and which were worked with such bravery and skill, as in half 
an hour to do great injury to both the enemy's ships, and in. 
duce them to haul off and repair damages. It was evidendy 
the intention of commodore Hillyar to risk nothing from the­
daring courage of his antagonist, but to take the Esse3t at as 
cheap a rate as pOssible. A~l his manreuvres were deliberate 
and wary; be saw his antagonist completely at his "mercy, 
and prepared to cut him up in the safest· and surest manner. 
In the mean time the situation of the Essex was galling and 
provoking in the extreme; crippled and shattered, with many 
killed and wounded, she lay awaiting the convenience of the 
enemy, to renew the scene of slaughter, with scarce a hope of 
escape or revenge. Her braye crew, however, in place of be· 
ing disheartened, were aroused to desperation, and by hoisting 
ensigns in their rigging, and" j~cks in different parts of the 
ship, evinced their defiance and determination to hold out to 
the last. 

The enemy having repaired his damages, now placed him­
self, with both his ships, on the starboard quarter of the Es­
sex, out of reach of her carronades, and where her stern-guns 
could Dot be brought to bear. Here he kept up a most de­
structive fire, which it was not in Porter's power to return; 
the latter, therefore, saw no hope of injuring him without get­
ting under way and becoming the assailant. From the man­
gled state of his rigging, he could set no other than the flying 
jib; this he caused to be hoisted, cut his cable, and r-jO down 
on both ships, with an intention of laying the Phcebe on 
board. 

For a short time he was enabled to close with the enemy. 
and the firing on both sides was tremendous. The decks of 
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the Essex were streJed with dead, and her cockpit filled with 
wounded; she had been several times on fire, and was in fact 
a perfect wreck; still a feeble hope sprung up that she might 
be saved, in consequence of the Chaub being compelled to 
haul off by her crippled state; she did not return to close ac­
tion again, but kept up a distant. firing with her long guns. 
The disabled state of the Essex, however, did not permit her 
to take advantage of this circumstance;. for want of sail she 
was unable to keep at close quarters with the Phrebe, who, edg­
ing off, chose the djstance which best suited her leng gUllS, and 
kept up a tremendous fire, which made dreadful havoc among 
the crew of the Essex. 1\1any of her guns were rendered use­
less, and many had their whole crews destroyed: they were 
manned from those that were disabled, and OBe glan in parti­
cular was three times manned; fifteen men were slain at it in 
the course of thl! action, though the captain of it escaped with 
only a slight wound. Captain Porter now gave up all hopes 
of closing with the enemy, but finding the wind favourable, de­
termined to run his ship on shore, land the crew, and destroy 
her. He had approat:hed within musket-shot of the shore, 
and had every prospect of succeeding, when, in an instant, the 
wind shifted from the land, and drove her down upon the 
Phrebe, exposing her again to a dreadful raking fire. The 
ship was now totally unmanageable; yet as her head was to­
ward the enemy, and he to leeward, captain Porter again per­
ceived a faint hope of boarding. At this moment lieutenant 
Downes of the Essex Junior came on board to receive or­
ders, expecting tha· captain Porter would soon be a prisoner. 
Hi~ ~ervict's could be of no avail in the deplorable state of the 
Essex, and finding from the enemy's putting his helm up, that 
the last attempt at boarding would not succeed, Downes was 
directed to return to his, own ship, to be prepared for defending 
and destroying her in case of attack. He took with him seve­
ral of the wounded, leaving three of his boat's crew on board 
to make room for them. The Cherub kept up a hot fire on 
him during hi" return. 

The slaughter on board of the Essex now became horrible, 
the enemy continuing to rake her, while she was unable to 
bring a gun to bear in return. Still her commander with an 
obstinacy that horJered on d~speration, persisted in 'the une­
qual and.almos.t hop:less cOllflict. E\'ery expedient that a fer­
til\! and mventt\'e mmd could sU~;::;t:st was resorted to, in the 
forlorn hope that they might yet be en:\bled b~ some lucky 
chance to escape from the grasp of the foe. A halser was 
bent to the shett-anchor, and the anchor cut from the bows, to 
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briDg the ship's head round. This succeeded; the broadside 
of /, the Essex was again broug·ht to bear; and U'the enemy 
was much crippled, and unable to hold his own, Porter 
thought she might drift out of gun-shot before she disco­
vered that he had anchored. The halser, however, unfortu­
nately parted, and with it failed the last lingering hope of the 

. Essex. The ship hag taken fire several times during the ac­
tion, but aHhis moment her. situation was awful •. She was 
on fire both forward and aft; the Hames were bursting up 
each hatchway; a large quantity of powder below exploded, 
2nd word was given that the fire was near the magazine. Thus 
surrounded by horrors, without any chance of saving the ship, 
Porter turned his attention to rescuing as many of his brave 
companions as possible.' Finding his distance from the shore 
did not exceed three-quarters of a mi~e, he hoped many would 
be able to save themselve~ should the ship blow up. His 
boats had been cut to pieces by the enemy's shot, (jut he ad­
vised such as could swim to jump overboard and make for 
shore. Sdine reached it, some were taken by the enemy,. and 
some,perished in the attempt; but most of this loyal aJld gal­
lant crew preferred sharing the fate of their ship and their 
commander. 

Those who remained on board now endeavoured to extin­
guish the flames, and having succeeded, went again to the 
gun$, and kept up a firing for a few minutes; but the crew had 
by this time become so weakened, that all further resistance 
was in vain. Captain Porter summoned a consultation of the 

. officers of divisions, but was surprised to find only acting lieu­
tenant Stephen Decatur M' Knight remaining; of the others, 
some had been killed, others knocked overboard, and others 
carried below disabled by severe wounds. The accounts 
from every part of the ship were deplorable in the extreme; 
representing her in the most shattered and crippled condition, 

, in immil)ent danger of sinking, and so crowded with the wound­
ed, that even the birth~deck 'could contain no more, and many 
were killed while under the surgeon's hands. In the mean 
while the enemy, in consequence of the smoothness of the wa­
ter and his secure distance, was enabled to keep up a delibe­
rate and constant fire, aiming with coolness and certainty as if 
firing at a target, and hitting the hull at every shot. At 
length, utterly despairing of saving the ship, captain Porter 
was compelled, at 20 minutes past 6, P. M. to give the pain­
ful order to strike the colours. It is probable that the enemy 
did not perceive that the ship had surrendered," for he con­
tinued liring ~ several men were killed and wounded in diffe-
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rent parts of the ship, and captain Porter, th~nkin~ he intend· 
ed to show no quarter, was ahout to rehOlst his flag and to 
fight until he ~unk, when the enemy desisted his attack ten Illl" 
nutes after the surrender. 

The loss on board the Essex was 58 killed, 39 wounded se· 
verely, 27 slightly, and 31 missing. The loss on board the 
British vessels was 5 killed and 10 wounded. 

Thousands of the inhabitants of Valparaiso were spectators 
of the battle, covering the neighbouring heights: for it was 
fought so near the shore, that some of the shot even struck 
among the citizens, who, 10 the eagerness of their curiosity, 
had ventured down upon the beach. Toucht>d by the forlorn 
situation of the Essex, and filled with admiration at the un­
flagging spirit and persevering bravery of her commander and 
crew, a generous anxiety ran throughout the multitude for 
their fate: bursts of delight arose when, by any vicissitude of 
battle, or prompt expedient, a chance seemed to turn up in 
their favour; and the eager spectators were seen to wring 
their hands, and uttered groans of sympathy, wh® the tran­
sient hope was defeated, and the gallant little frigate once 
more became an unresisting ohject of ddiberate slaughter. 

Though, from the distance and positions which the enemy 
chose, this battle was chiefly fought on Porter's part by six 
twelve-pounders only, yet great damage was done to the as­
sailing ships. Their masts and yards were badly crippled, 
their hulls much cut up; the Pha:be, especially, received 18 
twelve pound shot helow her water line, some three feet under 
water. It was with some difficulty that the Pha:be and the 
Essex could be kept afloat until they anchored the next morn­
ing in the port of Valparaiso. 

Captain Porter and his.crew were paroled, and permitted to 
return to the United States in the Essex Junior 1 her armament 
being previoush' taken out. On arriving off the port of New 
York, they were overhauled by the Saturn razee, the authority 
of commodore Hillyar to grant a passport was questioned, and 
the Essex Junior detained. Captain Porter then told the 
boarding-officer that he gave up his parole, and considered 
himself a prisoner of war, and as such should usc all means of 
escape. In consequence of this threat the Essex Junior was 
ordered to remain all night under the lee of the Saturn, but 
the next morning captain Porter put off in his boat, though 
thirty miles from ohore; and,. notwithstanding he was pursu­
ed by the Saturn, effected hiS escape, and landed safely on 
LO.ng Island. The Essex Junior was, howenr, released, and 
arnved shClrtly after in New York. 
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~ 8. The small party left with lieutenant Gamble in charge of 
the prizes at Madison's island, met with a series of misfortunes, 
which eventuated in the lo~s of all the vessds, and the breaking -
up pf theo::stablishment. Hardly had the Essex got clear of 
the islands, before a hostile disposition was discovered in the 
natives; and in a few days they became 'So insolent, that Gam­
ble conceived-it to be absolutely necessary to land his men to re­
cover by force of arms the articles they had stoh:n from his en­
campment, and to deter them from putting their threats into 
execution. Fortunately this was accomplished withou~ the 
firing of a musket, and a perfect amity was kept~ up for several 
months afterwards. 

On the 9th of May, while Gamble w~s preparing to depart 
for Valparaiso, ;In attack was made on hi's ship by the natives. 
His numbers had been previously reduced by desertion, and 
by a mutiny, which ended in the escape of the mutineers in one 
of the prizes. After suffering a severe loss in the scuffle with 
the natives, a breeze fortunately sprung up) which enabled the 
party to lea«re the bay. It being now reduced to eight souls, 
not more than three of whom wen: effective, it was impractica­
ble to reach Valparaiso, which lay to windward. Gamble 
therefore steered for the Sandwich islands, where he was cap .. 
tured by the Cherub sloop of war. 

The cruize of the Essex in the Pacific ocean will ever form 
cne of the most memorable events in the history of our co~'= 
try, and posterity will hesitate whether most to admire-.the 
wisdom which devised, or the ehergy which carried it into 
execution. With a single ship, ill appointed for such a cruize, 
porter boldly hraved the terrors of the tempestuous cape, 
and by his successful intrepidity cut off the whole of the valua­
ble commerce of the enemy in those waters, where Great Bri ... 
tain never dreamt that an American frigate would dar!! to 
make her appearance. For twelve months Porter lQrded i~ 
over the Pacific, at the head of a little squadron of his own for­
mation, without any expence to his country, his ships being 
fitted out, and furnished with provisions and stores soldy from 
the fruits of his enterprise. Numerous ships were sent to the 
Pacific in pursuit of him, others were ordered to cruize in the 
China seas, oW New Zealand, Timor, and New Holland, and a, 
frigate sent to the river La Plata. These vessels, it is said~ 
were ordered to effect his destruction without respect to the 
neutrality of any_port in which 'he might have taken shelter, 
an order which was faithfully executed by commodore Hillyar, 
notwithstanding the honourable example set him by captain 
Porter. The gallaBt defence of the Essex adds another laurel 
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to the wreath which encircles our seamen, and, as was officially 
acknowledged by commodore Hillyar, "did honour to her 
brave defenders, and most fully evinced the courage of captain 
Porter, and those under his command." 

~ 9. Meanwhile the remainder of our little navy continued 
to make every sea the theatre of their exploits. No more 
frigates, it is true, were added to the list of our naval triumphs; 
for, taught by sad experience, strict orders were issued by the 
British admiralty to their frigates, to avoid e!lcounters with 
those of the United States, and indeed they were seldom allowed 
to put to sea alone. Six sloops of war, l;owever, were captur­
ed; the Epen-ier by the Peacock, the Reindeer and Avon by 
the Wasp, the Penguin by the Hornet, and the Cyane and 
Le\'3nt by the Constitution frigate. The loss of the American 
nav\, at sea was two sloops of war and the President frigate, 
each of them by an overwhelming f-orce. The limits of this 
'Work will not allow us to enter into a detail of the circumstan­
ces relating to these captures; but this is the less necessary, as 
the official statements will be found at the end of the volume. 

The blockade of the American coast, which nominally ex­
tended from Rhode Island to the Mississippi, was, on the 
25th of April, 1814, extended to every port of the United 
States. But neither our public nor our private cruizers were 
to be deterred from proceeding to sea by those paper block­
ades. An astonishing havoc was committed upon the English 
commerce, not only in the high seas, but on the coasts of Great 
Britain, in her channels, aM even in the very mouths of her 
harbours. Such was the uneasiness and alarm created by the 
flumerous captures of the Americans, that for a while insurance 
could not be effected at all to distant ports, and even for from 
England to Ireland, a few hours sail, a premium of five guineas 
per cent. was demanded. 

The admiralty were besieged with memorials from the mer­
cantiie cities, and from the insurance offices; but they acknow­
ledged the r-emedy to be beyond their power. In answer to 
numerous remonstrances on this subject, it was officially stated 
by Mr. Croker, that an ample force had been under the orders 
of the admirals on the different stations, and that during the 
time when the American depredations were stated to have 
taken place in St. George's ch.annel, not fewer than three frigates 
3.od fourteen sloops vi' war were actually at sea for its protec­
tlOn. 

The achievements of the American privateers have in manv 
instances .ri~alled those of our public n ssels; :md we regrf't 
that our luntts have hitherto prevented us from paying them 
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the attention they deserve •. It would be improper, however, 
to pass over the gallant defence of the General Armstrong, by 
captain Reid and his brave crew, in the port of Fayal. This ac.­
tion forms but one out of the many instanct!s in which the Bri­
tish commanders have set at nought the rights of neutrality, by 
the capture of American vessels in friendly ports; but in 
none has it beeneft"ected at such an expens~ .of blood to the vio­
lators. 

§ 10. On the 26th of September, about dusk, while the 
General Armstrong lay at anchor in Fayal harbour, the British 
brig Carnation hove in sight within 'gun-shot; and no soont!r 
did she u~derstand the character of the.privateer, than she 
hauled close in and let go her anchor within pistol-.shot of her. 
At. the 'Same time the Plantagenet 74, and the frigate Rota 
hove in ·sight, and after an interchange of signals betweell them 
ad'd the Carnation, the latter threw out all her boats, and ap­
p~ared to be making unusual exertions. The moon -being 
near its full enabled captain Reid to observe these movements, 

. which determined him to haul in nearer to. the shore. Ac­
cordingly, after clearing for action, he got under way, and 
begaQ to sweep in. The moment this was perceived by the 
Carnation, she cut her cable, made sail, apd dispatched four 
boats in pursuit well manned and armed. On approaching 
the Armstrong, the boats were repeat~dly hailed by captain 
Reid, but they made no answer, and only pulled with the 
greater speed. A fire was therefore opened upon them, which 
was immediately returned; but the boats soon cried for quar­
ter, and hauled off. They then fled to their ships, and prepar-

. ed for a second and more formidable attack: the privateer, 
in the mean time, was anchored within half cable's length of the 
shore, and within half pistol shot of the castle. 

At 9 o'clock the Carnation was observed towing in a fleet of 
boats from the 74 and frigate. They soon after left her, and 
took their station in three divisions, under cover of a small 
r~ef of rocks, within about musket shot of the General Arm­
strong, where they continued to manreuvre {oJ" some time, the 
Carnation keeping under way to act with the boats, in ca,se the 

. privateer should attempt to escape. At length, about midnight, 
the boats were observe~.in motion, coming on in one direct 

- line, in close order, to the number of 12 or 14, manned, as was 
afterward~ learnt, by 400 men. A severe conflict ensued,_ 
which lasted near forty minutes, and terminated in the total 
defeat and partial destruction of-the boats, with ,an Immense 
slaulfhter on the part of t~e British. 
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During these attacks the shores were lined with inhabitants, 
who, from the brightness of the moon, had a favourable view of 
the scene. The governor, with most of the first people of the 
place, stood by, and saw the whole affair. After the second 
attack a note was sent from the governor to captain Llo~d, of 
the Plantagenet, who commanded the British squadron, 
begging him to desist from further hostilities; but Lloyd an­
swered, that he was now determined to have the privateer, at 
the risk of knocking down the whole town; and that if the 
governor suffered the Americans to injure the privateer in any 
manner, he should consider the plact: an enem~' 's port, and 
treat it accordingly. Information to this effect being conveyed 
to captain Reid by the American consul, the wounded and 
dead were carried on shore, and the crew ordered to save their 
effects as fast as possible. 

About day-light the Carnation stood close in to the Arm­
strong, and commenced a heavy fire; but after several 
broadsides, she hauled off, having recein·d a shot in her hull, 
her rigging much cut, and her fore-topmast wounded. She 
soon after came in again, however, and anchored close to the 
privateer, when captain Reid ordt:red his crew to scuttle and 
abandon the vessel, to prevent the enemy from getting her off. 
She was soon afterwards boarded by tht: enemy's boats, and 
set fire to. 

The loss of the Americans in this affair was only two killed 
and seven wounded; the British had 120 kill~d and t 30 
wounded. Several houses in the town \\ ere destro~'ed by 
the enemy's shot, and some of the inhabitants wounded. 
Two British sloops of war arrived a few days after, which 
were immediately taken into requisition to carry the wounded 
to England. 

§ 11. In this situation stood affairs when a treat\' of peace 
was agreed upon by the commissioners of the two nations at 
Ghent. The progress and conclusion of the negociation will come 
more properly under view in our historv of the congressional 
proceedings. At present we shall merelv remark, that after a 
tedious proc1iastination on the part of the British C)'overnment 
h 

,. b, 
t e negoclatlon was commenced by the British commissioners 
bringing forward demands which could only ha\'e been acceded 
to by a degraded and conquered people. one of which was de­
clared to be a sine qua non; and that, after finding that the only 
effect produced bv these demands was the union of the whole 
American people' to resist them, they were all withdrawn, and 
a. tre~ty agreed on, simply placing the political rights and ter­
rItOries of the two nations on the same footing as previous to 



§ 12 .. ] ANN ALS OF AMERICA. 12. 

the war. It was signed at Ghent on the 24th of December, 
and soon after ratified by the prince regent. It rect:ived its 
final ratification by the president on the 18th of February, 
1815. , 

§ 12. This treaty was generally !;atisfactory to the American 
people, for, though it left the great questions of imprc:ssment 
and illegal blockades unsettled, it was be1ieved, that the res­
pect which the victories of the navy had inspired towards the 
American flag, would prevent a repetition of those outrOiges 
which preceded the war. The mighty changes which had 
taken place in Europe were believed to h"ve the same tenden­
cy, by removing many of the pretextfj on which these outrage~ 
were founded. 

But although the peace with America was also a general 
subject of joy in Great Britain, much dissatisfaction was ex­
cited on the publication of the terms. The treaty formed, 
indeed, a deplorable contrast with the high-sounding threats 
and boasts of the ministry but a few. months before; and after 
the demands which had been brought forward, it was conceiv­
ed that it consummated the humiliatioD of the British minis.,. 
try*. On an address being moved in the house of commons 
congratulating the prince regent on the re-establishment of 
peace, an amendment was movt;d, which, though it was not 
carried, shows in a striking manner the sentiments' of a great 
part of the nation. The amendment proposed that the follow­
ing should be substituted for the original address. 

"To assure his royal highl;ess that we contemplate with 
great satisfaction the resto:-ation of a state of pepce and amity 
between his majesty and the United States of North America; 
but we should deem ourselves highly deficiept in the discharge 
of our duty towards his majesty and his people, were we not 
to express to his royal highness our deepest regret, that a mea­
sure so necessary to the welfare and prosperity of his majesty's 
dominions, was not sooner accomplisheu3 that in reviewing 
the terms of the treaty which his royal highness has been gra­
ciously ple,ased to lay before us, we are at a loss to discover 
what were the causes which so long retalded its conclusion; 
that, in our opinion, the honour of his majesty's crown, and the 
interests of his people, both required that as 5('00 as the p,"3Ce 
of Europe had been established by the treaty signed at Paris, 
011 the 8th day of May, in the last year, the speedie~t and most 

.. The pnblic stocks experienced a considerable depression. on the pub­
lication of the treaty. -it being conceived, that nothing but the probability 
of a new war in Europe could have occasioned the disgracefut comprrmti~e, 
as the treaty was called by the government papers. 

VOL. IV. Q 
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effectual mea5ures should have been adopted for the negocia­
tion of a treaty of pt:act with tht: Unittd States of North Ame­
rica; that the complete and entire ct:ssation of hostilities in Eu­
rope had r movt:d or suspt:nded th~ operation of tht (;ause~, 
which had occasioned or accompanied the late war bttween his 
rnajest) and the United Statt:s ; that the elevated and com­
manding station which the united kingdom then held amongst 
the nations of the world would have: rendered the manifesta­
tion of a sincere wish for the restoration of the blessings of 
peace with the United States highl) h~mourable to his majes­
ty's counsels; and would have afforded the government and 
people of Amai<..a the most unequivocal proofs of the gene­
rosity and magnanimity of the British nation; of a sincere 
desire to bury in lasting oblivion the recollection of that hos­
tility which then unr.appily subsisted, and of its anxious wish 
for the re-establishment of peace upon terms honourable and 
advantageous to both countries, and likely to insure its own 
permanency by the justice and liberality of its conditions: 
that we are the more deeply afflicted by the long and (as we 
deem it) unnecessarv delay in the conclusion of peace, when 
we reflect upon the great and incomparable injury his majesty 
and his people have sustained, by the unnecessary and unpro­
fitable waste of treasure, by the loss of so many distinguished 
and heroic officers, and of such numbt:rs of bra\'e, loval, and 
experienced troops; and we most deeply lament that these ca­
lam ities should be aggravated by mortifying reflections, that 
the fame of the British "rms may appear to be diminished hy 
the failure of the latest military enterprizes of the· war. That 
it affords us, however, consolation to find, that peace is at 
length r.:-established; and to assure his royal highness, that 
it is the earnest y.ish and desire of this house to cultivate and 
maint:lin the most cordial and intimate union with the govern­
ment and people of the United States. 

" That we rel\· upon his royal highness's wisdom and good­
ness to cherish and preserve the most friendly relations be­
tween them and his m.ajest~ 's s~~.)jec~s; and we confidently 
trust, that a corresponding dispositIOn 111 the government and 
the people of the United States, will enable his royal highness 
to continue unimpaired, and undisturhed, the harroom· now so 
happily restored between them; and that the two frt"e~t nations 
in the world may exhihit to mankind tht grateful spectacle of 
mutual confiJence and lasting peace." • 

§ ) J. Th.t' t' ~p~rience of the war has taught liS many useful 
lesson~, whIch It IS to be hoped our statesmen will not suffer to 
pass WIthout profit. 'iT e have learnt that a Ian;,,: and efficient 
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revenue,not vulnerable from abroad, is essential to its success- ' 
ful conduct; and that a dependence on loans t I the extra ex­
pences of war is fatal and ruinous. 

We have learnt that a navy is not only the best and cheapest, 
but the onl.'> effectual defence against the invasion of a coast 
so extensive as that of the Uniteu States; that a navy is pe­
culiarly suited to the genius of our country; and that, as it 

• cannot possibly endanger our republican institutions, its size 
ought to keep pace with our means of supporting it. 

We I)ave also seen the advantages and defects of our militia 
system; and the necessity that exists for more clearly deter­
mining the powers of the general government on this and on 
other important questions. It is to he hoped that the present 
period of unexampled harmony will not be suffered to pass 
unimproved*. 

iii By the articles of confederation. the states appointed the regimental 
officers, the general government the field and g-eneral officers. Is there 
ally solid objection to this plan? -

'\ 

[ .. -.... 5,: 
" , 

"/ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

§ 1. Hartford Comrntion. § 2. Plan of ~lt'fence ad~pted by. tbe general 
govcl"llnlt"llt. § :i. Rt fu~"l c,t the nllhtla. § 4. fJxtJ:ion.hn~ry n~t'et­
illl:; (If the )q~i"I"lul'e I'f ~,r'l~~achu!o>ett!l, § 5. A COD\'~l1tlO~ ot the 
New Ltgiand ~I"ln> 1't"t:olTllTll:ndt'(1. § 6. Appomtment of and l~struc­
tion Ie, dtlt'gate". ~ i. ~leeting r,f the convention. § 8. TheIr pro­
ct'l·din~· § 9. Fate of the measlIres recommended by the con\"t:~­
tinn. § 10. Report of till; committee of the senate of Pennsylvama 
011 tbe "ubjtct. 

§ 1. T HE great \'ariety of interesting military events 
which oClurred during the war, has hitherto prevented us 
from pa~'ing that attention to the proceedings of the different 
state governments which their importance deserves. But the 
transactions relative to the convention of delegates, which 
sat in Hartford during the last year of the war had too mo­
mentous a tendency to be passed over in silence. We shall 
now then.fore take a view of the proceedings of that body, 
and of the measures which led to its formation, in a manner 
as full as our limits will admit. 

~ 2. Hardly had the war commenced, before a misunder­
standing took place between the general government and 
some of the New England states, relative to their recipro­
cal rights and duties, arising out of this new state of things. 
It being equally impracticable and impolitic for the United 
States, to raise and maintain in service a sufficient body of 
Tegl.br forces, for the protection of a frontier several thou­
sand milt'S in extent, it became necessary to place the princi­
pal reliance f(lf defence upon the militia of each district. 
'Vith this \ iew the presidelH had been authorized to call up­
on the eXl"cdtives flf the snt"lal statl.'s for certain portions of 
thl" militia, which \', ere ord,"red to be detached and held in 
readint·s~ fur active St'r\'lce, as suon as the approach of dan­
ger she uld render them necessary. 

The principle upon which our government conducted the 
w.lr seems to h.ne bet n this: to empl!ly the maj'Jr part of the 
re~I:~aJ lor(t"5 in offensi"e operations in the ent mv's territo­
ry. whi~h it was «Incei\'ed ",<,uld not anI\" weaken him but 
~oul<.1 ke.ep th~se torCl'S e.mplo'.'ed ~n deiending his po'sses­
slOns, whIch mIght otherWise, with hIS extensi\-e naval means 
tarry on the war in the most harassing manner, in the hear~ 
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of our own country. The remaindtr of the regu~rs to be 
distributed along the most e'Xposed parts of the lOast, to man 
the forts .. and assist the militia in ddensive measnres. The 
maritime coast was accordingl~ di,:ided into militan" dis­
tricts, each of which was plated under the command of a 
brigadier-general in the relj"ular sCT\'i"e, and one or more 
companies of artillery, and a small portion of infantrv at­
tached. to each command.: This force was intended a~ the 
nucleus of a little army, to he formed, in case of invasion, of 
the militia, volunteers, or such other local force as might he 
specially organized for the purpose. The commanders were 
specially charged with the. defence of their respecti\'e dis­
tricts. It was enjoined on them to watch the movements of 
the enemy, to communicate them to the go\'ernment, and to 
execute its orders in summoning ,to the field, on menace of 
inv.asion, such portions of the quotas of the milnia of each 
state, within their respectiv'e districts, as had been pro\>'ided 
for by acts of congress, and detailed' by the department of 
war, as were thought necessary. . 

9 3. Agreeablr to this arrangement, after the declaration 
of war, general Dearborne called upon the governor of Mas­
sachusetts and Connecticut for a portion of the militia of 
each state, to assist in the defence of certain posts. These reo 
quisitions were refused on the following grounds: 1st. That 
the president had no powe.r to call for any portion of the mi­
litia, for either of the purposes specified by the constitution, 
unless the executive of the state, on whose militia such call 
is made, admits that the case alleged exists, and approves the 
call. 2d. That when the militia of a slate should be called into 
the service of t~e United States, no officer of the regular ar­
my had a right to command them, excepting the president of 
the Unitt'd States in person. 

1 'his construction of the constitution was considere.d by 
the general government as altogether 110VI 1, .. IS repugnant to 
its principles, and of \'ery dangerous tendenc\'; and they ac­
cordingly rt:fused to recognize or pay tht" militi:J which had 
at different times '''wen called Ollt by those governors, unless 
theY"were caUr::d for by the district comma~ding general, and 
placed under his orders. 

§ 4. Affairs remained nearly in this state till after th~ cap­
ture of Castine, when a large militia force was called tor by 
general Dearborn, for the protection of Portland and 60S­
ton, and to assist in the defence of Portsmouth. The militia 
were called out, but as the general government still refused to 
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pay and support them unless they were put under the com­
mand of the gennal of the district, gonrnor Strong, by the 
ad"ice of his collnsl:'!, callt'd an extraordinan' meeting of the 
legislature, to consult wah them WI-lilt measures ought to be 
pursued. At this period, ,md for some time previous, a con­
vention of the Nt'w Enghnd states for the purpose of sece­
ding [rom the union was mllch talked of, and \\'as even looked 
for with confidence b:-' the British ministry. For, though the 
dispute respecting the militia formeJ the sale ostensible cause 
for calling a convention, man,' other grie"ances were com­
plained of 1>\, the penple of New England, who saw with ex­
treme jealous\' the diminution of their power and influence 
in the general government, b~' the rapid increase of popula­
tion in the western states. l'he ruling p:lrty in New England 
accused the general government of a hostility to commerce, on 
which their prosperit~· principally depended, which they con­
tended was fully displa\'t'd in the restrictive system which had 
preceded the war, and in the measure of war itself. These 
measures were also attributed to an undue partialitv towards 
the French government, and a hostility to Great Brit~in, which 
led government to excuse all the hostile measures of the for­
mer, and exaggerate those of the latter. 

9 5. A few da~'s after the meeting of the l\'lassachusetts 
legislature, a report was presented by a joint committee of 
both houses, in which, afte!" dwelling on the exposed and un­
protected situation of the state, from the neglect of the ge­
neral government to provide a sufficient regular force for 
that purpose, and its refusal to pay the militia unless they 
were called for by an officer of the regular arm~', and the ex­
pense incurred under his direction, it is recommended that 
delegates be appointed to meet and confer with delegates 
from the other New England states upon their grievances, 
and upon the best means of preserving their resources fol' 
their own defence, and to suggest measures for that purpose; 
and also to take measures, if they shall think proper, for pro­
curing a convention of delegates from all the United Stat~s, 
for a revisal of the constitution, which it was alleged had 
failed to secure to the eastern section of the union those 
equal rights and benefits which were the great objects of its 
formation."" The report also recommended that 10,000 troops 
should be raised for the defence of the state, and that the go­
vernor should be authorized to borrow a million of dollars 
for that purpose. -

9 6. The measures recommended by the ~eport being adopt­
ed, twelve delegates were appointed, and the rest of the New 
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England states were invited to appoint others to ~eet them 
in convf>ntion. The legislatures of Vermont, Hhode Island, 
and Connecticut were in session at this time. The two lat­
ter appointed delegates to meet those of Massachusetts, but 
under such restrictions as rendered the convention perfectly 
harmless. > The Rhode Island members were appointed to 
confer on the common dangers, upon the best means of co­
operating for mutual defence against the enemy, and upon 
the measures which it may be in the power of the New Eng­
land states, consistently with their obligations, to adopt, to re­
store and secure to the people thereof their rights and privi­
leges under the constitution of the United States. The reso­
lution for appointing the Connecti(.~t delegates was still more 
explicit. They were appointed" to consult what measures it 
may be 'expedient for those states to adopt, in the present si­
tuation of the countrv, which shall not he inconszstent with 
the duty which they owe to the government of the United 
States." The legislature of Vermont unanj mouslv refused 
to send delegates, and the executive council of New Hamp­
shire decided, that it was unnecessary to call together the le­
gislature to decide upon the Massachusetts resolutions. 

~ 7. Under these inauspicious circumstances the delegates 
from Massachusetts, Hhode Island, and Connecticut met at 
Hartford on the 15th da~' of Dec.ember. They were joined 
by two delegates sent from the counties of Grafton and €he­
shire, New Hampshire, and one from the county of Wind­
ham, Vermont, who were without difficulty recognized. The 
convention sat with closed doors until the 4th of January, 
when they adjourned, after publishing a long report as the 
result of their conference. 

9 8. This report commences with an apology for its modera­
tion, and a recital of 44 objections against precipitate measure~ 
tending to disunite the states," and then takes a view of the dan­
gers and grievances affecting tht:: New England states. The 
chief of these relates to the pretensions _advanced by the 
national government on the subject of the militia, and its ar. 
rangement for the defence 9£ the states, both of which are 
declared to be unwarranted either by the constitution or laws 
of the union. In connexion with this subject tht:: report'no­
tices the measurt:s then agitated by congress for the purpose 
of filling the ranks of the army, tby authorizing the enlist­
ment of minors, and by dividing the militia of the United 
States into classes, each of which should be obliged, under a 

I certain penalty, to furnish a recruit for the n!gular army. 
These contemplated measures are denounced as infr"actions 
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of the constitution; and it is declared to be not only the right, 
but the dllt\' of the indi\'idual states to take a decided stand 
in opposition to them, in case it is attempted to carry them 
. . Wh . " I mto executIOn. ,. en emergent les occur, sa~'s t Ie report, 
" which are either bt'~'ond the reach of the judicial tribunals, 
or too pl"essing to admit of the delay incident to its forms, 
states, which have no common umpire, must be their own 
judges, and execute their own dt'li~ions.'· 

The next subject embraced by th~ report is " the means of 
defence against the common enemy." As there appeared to 
the convention' to be no room for reliance for defence upon 
the national government, and as it was impossible that they 
could do this from their own resources, and continue to sustain 
the burden of thl,' national taxes, it was proposed that an ar­
rangement should be entered into with the national 'govern­
ment allowing the New England states to assum f ; their own 
defence, the expense of which should be defrayed by the taxes 
raised by the general government in those states. Serious con­
sequences are threatened in ca"l! the general government 
should refuse to enter into this arrangement. "In a state of 
things so solemn and trdng as m'IY then arise, the legislature 
of the states, or com'entions of the whole people, or dele­
gates appointed b~' them for the express purpose in another 
convention, must act as such urgent circumstances may then 
reql\ire .• , 

The report then takes a review of the happy state of the na­
tion, under the administrations of Washington and Adams, 
contrasted with the miserable ahvss into which it is said to 
have been pllln~ed hy the profligac\' and folly of its subse­
quent rulers. The former encouraged a belief of the ttan­
scendant perfection of the federal constitution, but the latter 
has exposed its imperfections, and shown that its amendment 
has become ahsoluteh' necessary. The amendments proposed 
by the convention were, that the slave representation should 
be done awa\,; that a concurrence of two-thirds of both houses 
of congress ~hOll1J be necessary, to admit new states into the 
union, to interdit:t commercial interc.ourse with foreign na­
tions, and to declare war unless in consequence of invasion; 
that no embargo should be laid for a longer term than sixtv 
days; that no person to be hereafter naturalized should be eli­
gihle to any office in the n'ational government; that no presi­
dent should be elt'cttd a second time, and that the president 
should not be elected from the samt: state two terms in suc­
cessio~. Thest: ~mendments w~ re accompanied by a train of 
reasonmg, of which we shall endeavour to present the pith. 

" 
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'" The amendment reRpel~ting the slave-representation was 
not claimed as a right, but as the present rt~gulation had, it 
was alleged, proved unjust and unequal in its operation, it 
was hoped that a sense of magnanimity and justice would 
reconcile the slave-holding states to a revision of this ar­
ticle. 

The amendment t:.elative to the admission of new states 
into the union was declared to be indispensable, as by that 'It 

practice the balance of power which existed hetween the ori­
ginal partJes to the constitutional compact had already been 
materially affected, and, unless the practice be modified, must 
ultimately be destroyed. 

The argument adduced in favour of restricting the 'pow­
ers of congress in relation to embargo and the interdiction 
of commerce, was, that commerce, though a vital interest 
in the United States, the success of which is essential to the 
encouragement of agriculture and manufactures, and to the 
wealth, finances, defence, and liberty of the nation" yet be­
ing necessarily conducted by a small minority, they are una­
ble to protect themselves against the sudden and,injudicious 
decisions of bare majorities~ and the mistaken or oppressive 
projects of those who are not actively concerned in its pur­
suits. When therefore the past system of embargoes and 
commercial restrictions shall have been reviewed; when the 
fluctuation and inconsistency of public measures, betraying a 
want of information as well as feeling in the majority, shall 
have b~en considered; the reasonableness of some restric­
tions upon the power of a bare majority to repeat these op-
pressions will appear to be obvious. . 

The considerations which wert: conceived to call for the . 
restriction on the power of making offensive war, were, that 
the genius of our institutions is unfavourable to its success .. 
ful prosecution, while the felicity of our situation exempts 
us from its necessity. In this case, as in the former, those 
more immediately exposed to its effects are a minority ~f the 
nation. The majority, indeed, must feel at last; but thIS ap­
peal tO,its sensibility comes too late. It was also alleged that 
the western states, remote from immediate danger, would n~t 
be averse from tAe occasional disturbances of the Atlanue­
states; and thus interest might combine with passion and in. 
trigue to plunge the nation into needless wars. 

The exclusion of foreigners from office is considered botb 
politic and necessary. Why admit, to a participa!ion in the: 
government, it is asked, aliens, who were no partles to t.b~ 
.. VOl.. t, .. , R 
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compact, who are ignorant of the nature of our institution:, 
and ha\'e no sLlkt in the welfare of the country, but what is 
recent and transit(,ry. It is surely a l)rivilege stifficient to ad­
mit them, after due prob:l.tion, to become citizens for all but 
political purposes. 

The limitations respecting the office of president are con­
sidered necessary on account of the intrigues to which the 
present system gives rise. The first exertion of vast patron­
age, it is aIJeged, is directed towards the security of a new 
election. The interest of the country, the welfare of the peo­
ple, even hooes1 fame, and respect for the opinion of poste­
rit\', beL'omt' second:!ry considerations. A president whose 
political (areer is limited to a single election may find no 
other interest than will be promoted by making it glorious to 
himself and beneficial to his country. But the hope of re­
elt:etion is prolific of temptations, under which these magna­
nimous motives are deprived of their principal force. The 
repeated election of th,e pr~sident from anyone state is said 
to afford inducements and means for intrigue which tend to 
create an undue local influence, and establish the domination 
of particular states. The justice' of securing to every state a 
fair and equal chance for the election of this officer from its 
own citizens is apparent; and this object, it is alleged, would 
be essentially promoted by preventing an election from the 
same state twice in sllccession. 

The conveOlion conclude theil' report by recommending to 
the legislatures of the New E n:jland states to adopt dfectual 
measures for protecting their citizens from the operation and 
effects of all acts which have been or may be passed by congress 
subjecting the militia or other citizens to forcible drafts, con­
scriptions, or impressments, not authorized by the constitu­
tion; and to authorize an earnest and immediate application 
to the general government, requesting their consent to some 
arrangement \\' hereby these states may, separately or in con­
cert, be empowered to assume on themselves the defence of 
their territory; and that a reasonable portion of the taxes col­
lected \\ ithin these states may be paid into their respective 
treasuries, and appropriated to the payment of the balance 
due them, and to their future defence; should this applica­
tion be unsuccessful, and peace not he concluded, and the de­
fence of these states be neglected as it had been since the 
co~~encement of the war, the convention expressed their 
opInIOn that ,the iLgislatures ~hould appoint delegates to ano­
ther com"en Ion t~ meet at Boston in the following June, with 
such pow(', sand JOstructions as the exigencies of a crisis so 

• 
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momentous may require. The convention also recQIllmend 
. " 

where it has not already been· done, that the governors of the 
respective states be authorized to raise troops for defence; 
and that their amendments to the constitution should be 
adopted, an~ should be proposed to the other state legisla­
tures, and, In such cases as may be deemed expedient, to a 
convention chosen by the people of eac:h state. 

§ 9. The report uf the convention was laid before the New 
England legislature!i. Massachusetts and Connecticut alone 
acted on that part which recommends an application to the 
geriera~ government for the produc.e of the taxes raised in the 
state to enable her to raise forces for her protection, and to 
pay for the militia called out under state authority, by ap­
pointing delegates to proceed to Washington. But govern­
ment refused to receive them in their official capacity, and 
the peace soon rendered their application unnecessary. These 

, states and khode Island also passed the amendments to the 
constitution, hut they have elsewhere been uniformly reject­
ed. One of the most luminolls essays on this subject was a 
report of the committee of the senate of Pennsylvania on 
the proposed amendments, which perhaps is more deserving 
of attention from its proceeding from the pen of a federal 
member, who would natu]'ally be inclined to treat the propo­
sitiqns of those states called federal with ddicacy and atten­
tion. We shall therefore conclude by giving a. concise view 
of this report, as a counterpart to .that of the convention. 

§ 10. The report commences by a short ~'indication of Penn­
sylvania from the suspicion of yielding up her judgment to 

. the influence of interested motives. She has scarcely any 
slaves; she is at .once agricultural as well as commercial; her 
relative importance can be but little affected by the addition 
of new, states; and during the whole history of her connexion 
with the union, content with fulfilling her duties to it, she has 
neither claimed nor courted the elevation of any of her ci. 
tizens to the chief magistrac.y. 

The subject .of slave-representation, which it is the object 
.of the fir~t amendment to do away, is acknowledged to be 
surrounded, by difficulties. It presented important obstaclea 
to the original formation of the constitution, which were 
eventually overcome by compro~ise. The re~ative ~ituation 
.of the slave-holding states have not altered In theIr El\'our 
since the ~doption of the constitution. On the contrary, the 
number of slaves, and of course the power they confer, is, 
a"ctually decreasing in proportion to the whites. In 1790, the 
slaves were 697,697, out of 3,929,326, more than a fifth of: 

• 
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the whole population. In 1810, they were 1,191,365 out of 
7,239,903, not quite a sixth. And the decrease must soon be 
greater, as the importation of slaves, which was allowed dur­
ing 18 years of this period, is now prohIbited. These calcu- . 
lations, applied to the progress of the black and white popu­
lation among th, slave-holding states' themsdves, and to the 
relative slrength of the representation caused bv the slaves, 
shows that the halance of power established as to represen­
tation has not hern deranged in favour of the slave-holding 
states, but, on the contran', a gradual decline in their compa­
rative representation has taken place. 

But on the subject of the comparati,-e influence of the 
states, those of N t'W England have le:lst of all reason to 
complain. The true suff..-rers in the confederacy, those who 
alone have cause to lament the disproportion between their 
strength and their power, are the large middle states. The ef­
£cient power of any state in the union does not depend on 
the number of its representatives in one hranch of congress. 
It is compounded of the number of those representatives, 
and the number of its senators; nor can anv true estimate of 
the relative importance of the states be formed, if this promi­
nent consideration be overlooked. The senate is in fact the 
principal &positary of the national power. An integrarbranch 
of the legislature, none of the most ordinary acts of govern­
Inent can be performed without its consent; the high court 
of impeachment, it exercises the authority of a true judicial 
tribunal. The treaty-making power is there; no officer can be 
appointed \~ithout its consent. And so far are these privileges 
from being merely nominal, that we have seen that body re­
ject the nominations of the president, refuse to ratify articl~s 
af a foreign treaty, and deny its assent to laws recommended 
by the president, and passed by the other branch of the legis­
lature. The best test of power, therefore, is in the senate, 
and it is there that the complaining..states actually enjoy" an 
ample indemnity for all the inequalities in their representa­
tion. The state of Connecticut, of Vermont, or of New Hamp­
shire does not possess a third of the population of N ew York 
or of Pennsylvania: yet they have each a voice ih the senate 
equal to that of these states. For en::r\' inhabitant in Rhode 
Island there are mO'"t:" than ten in Pe~nsyl\'ania, and more 
than twelve in New York: yet in all that concerns the com­
merce, the agriculture, the whole destinies dNew York and 
Pennsylvania, the 76,000 people of Rhode Island have an 
equal voice with the 959,000 of Ne\\ York, or the ~1O 000 of 
Pennsyh;ania. New York and Pennsylvania contain' about 
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300,000 inhabitants more than all tht' five states e~t of the 
Hudson: yet thost' states hav~ no less than ten voices in the 
senate, while New York and Pennsylvania have together 

, only four. Compared with the slave-holding states this dis­
parity, though lt'ss striking, is sufficiently obvious. The New 
England states enjoy another advantage. Their citizens have 
spread themselves all over the union; and a great number of 
the members of congress from the middle and western states 
are emigrants from the northern; whose earlv associations 
will give them a natural and honourable respect for the land 
of their nativity. From these considerations, the committee 
conclude, that if any change in the fundamental principle of 
representation be desirable, it should be a complete one, such 
Q Olle as would place the real power of the government on the 
basis of its white population,and render the number not merely 
of representatives but of senators proportioned to the free white 
inhabitants of the union. Any alteratIon less than this would 
be only par'.ial in its operation and would vary the terms of 
the original compact, witho'ut carrying into full and fair ope­
ration the new principle introduced into it. 

,\Vith regard to new states the right as well as justice ,.f 
varying their terms of admission are equally doubtful. A so­
lemn stipulation was entered into resp~cting the territory 
north-west of the river Ohio, previous to the establishment 
of the federal constitution, which it is beyond the power of 
congress to alter; and to other parts of the vacant territory 
of the United States, it seems equally wise and judicious to 
allow a share of power correspondent to their growing wealth 
and population. The progress of our history has not taught 
us to apprehend danger from this source. Since the adoption 
of the constitution, five new states have been admitttd into 
the union: one in the north, Vermont; one in the south, Loui­
siana; three in the west, Kemuc.ky, Ohio, and Tennessee. 
Thus it appears that no pal ticular section of country has be~n 
a gainer by the admission. of new states; .an~ th~t ~he privi­
lege of forming them has been accorded mdlscnmmately to 
all, in proportion as their powers havi been developed. 

The committee see little in the principle of the amendment 
limiting the duration of embargoes to recommend it; and they 
foresee in practice very serious inconveniencies from it. In 
most other nations, an embargo is principally used as a tem­
porary detention, to conceal or to facilitate the departure. of 
some expedition; but in addition to. these causes, our peurlIar 
lij.tuation gives to such a measure a character of defensive 
,var, as well as of offensive hostility. An embargo may heFc , 
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be imposed as a preliminary to war, for the purpose of re­
taining at home resources which might fall into the hands of 
adversaries, and of warning our citizens to seek shelter from 
impending hostilities. This country, too, stands in a relation 
to the world which no other nation occupies. The United 
States is a great granar~', from which mam' other countries 
are supplied, and some have heen occasionall\' fed. fo with­
hold, for a time, those necessary supplit's from a nation com­
mitting aggressions against liS, is a measure of fair, obvious, 
and effectual hostilit~" by which the offt"nding nation may be 
reclaimed to a just course of condnct. Such a measijre should, 
therefore, be left, with the other inc idents of war, to the dis­
cretion of congress. But it is ol)\"ious, that the efficacy of an 
embargo may depend un its duration. Approaching hostili­
ties may not he averted or detrrmined in 60 days. Within 
60 days a refusal to furnish supplies ma\ 'be productive of no 
incom'enience to an enemy. If it be said the embargo may 
be renewed, why the necessit\' of anv limitation of tim", 
since the same p~wer which can renew 'a limited, may repeal 
an unqualified embargo, when circumstances require it. But, 
during the long recess of congl'ess, it would be impracticable 
to renew an emhargo t"very 60 da~' •. The more judicious 
plan seems to be to !rust the power where it now is; and this 
the more willingly, as our recent experience will have fur­
nished the means of ascertaining the nature and the value of 
that species of restriction. 

The amendment requiring two-thirds of both hOllses of con­
gress to concur in order to interdict commercial intercourse 
with foreign nations is conceived by the committee to be 
equally improper and flltile. The power of regulating inter­
course with foreign nations, is so inherent and inseparable an 
incident of the sovert'i~nty of the union, that it cannot be 
taken from it without impairing i,s most important functions. 
A majority of congress have now, and would have, even af­
ter the adoption of the amendment, the right of ,. regulating 
commerce with foreign nations," They have a right, byenor­
mous duties on foreign merchandise. hy impositIOn on foreign 
ships, by the various d, vices of commercial h-gislation, to es­
tablish a virtual intt'rd;ct ',"twn"n uS and furelgn nations. It 
is not pt:rceived, therefofe, that any thing would he gained 
byrequiring two-thirds to do nominally \\ hat a majority may do 
actunll~'; ?nd t'v~'n the little I hus ~ained from tht" so\-ereignty 
o.r the umon wou~d he not«)n~y wlthout use, but actuall} inju­
TlOUS, by weakenIDg some of the most essential and valuable 
powers of a well organized government. 

.. 
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The limitation of the power to declare war is considered 
equally dangerous to the freedom and greatness of the coun­
try. The distinction, also, drawn between offcns·j\'e and de­
fensive war would bt" whollv fallacious in practice. Offensive 
hostilities are often the best means of defence; and that surely 
would be a most impolitic arrangement, which would curb 
the sprit and fetter the strength of the nation, which WOuld 
condemn it to witness the grossest insults and injuries, which 
would render it the inactive spectator of hlls(ilities against us 
on the ocean, and the total annihilation of foreign commerce, 
until the enemy would re1it;ve us from the thr;.!ldom of a small 
minority by an actual invasion of our soil; for such an ar-
2"~mgement would actually leave the whole nation at tbe mer­
~y of a small minority, representing pethaps the least popu­
lous part of the union. Suppose, for instance, such a mea­
sure recommended by the president, and passed by two­
thirds of the house of representatives. On the floor' of 
the senate, if the members from Hhode Island, Vermont, 
New-Hampshire, Delaware, Georgia, and Louisiana com­
bined, the law would be defeated; that is, the representatives 
of a white population of 766,786 souls, a population less than 
that of New York alone, or Pennsylvania alone, would have 
the power of controlling the whole union; the representa­
tives of 910,959 souls would govern the fate of 7,239,903; 
about one-seventh part of the union would thus be made 
complete masters of the whole. 

The rendering naturalized foreigners ineligible to office is 
also considered impolitic. There is scarcely a nation in Eu­
rope which does not habitually employ the talents of stran­
gers, wherever they can be most usef~l. Even in England, 
the most fastidious of nations 'With regard to strangers, natura­
lization is in many respects more easy than in the United States. 
Within the present reign, several officers of high rank, both 
civil and military, are employed in important and confiden­
tial stations by the government of that country. In the general 
'government the number of foreigners in office is but small, 
and we enjoy a greate.- security On this head than other na­
tions from the deliberation with which the choice must be 
made, the probationary term of residence, and the certainty 
that no foreigner can rise to power but by the voluntary suff­
rage of the community. It may be fairly questioned, whether 
the total exclusion proposed is generous to oth~rs, or wise to 
ourselves. The revolutions of Eurbpe may hereafter drive, 
as they have already driven, many an honourable and dis­
tinguished exile to the shelter of our hospitality. The dis-
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tance which separates him from hi" native conntrv i" some 
guarantee, tint he has not Lhosen his new residenct' from any 
moth'e of tn'it,., but from deliberate choin'; and wheD he 
ha<; ahjured his' allegiance to that countn'; when his fortunes 
and famil\' are fixed among us; when he has closed all the 
avenues to his return; when a long probation has evinced his 
attachment to our institutions; whv should his mind continue 
still in exile, and why should the ~atural and honourable am­
bition for political di'stinction, be extinguished for ever in his 
breast? why, too, should we deprive ourselves of the choice 
of such a man, whose European experience may be useful, if 
the deliberate voice of the community is in his favour? 

The independence of character which it is supposed will 
be secnred b,' the proposed amendment rdative to the el~c­
tion of president would be highly desirable; but it is believed 
that the inconveniences which would result from it would 
greatly overbalance its ad·:antages. The instabilit~, and vacil­
lation, for instance, which such frequent changes give to the 
administration; the denial to the nation of the future services 
of a prt:sident, who has proved himself eminently qualified 
for his office, and the dt'struction of one great inducement 
to good conduct in an officer, the hope of being rewarded by 
future confidence for past services. 

\Vith regard to the second branch of the amendment, ex­
perience has not proved the utility of ;electing officers of 
any kind, with reference merely to their places of residence; 
and all those arrangements which indicate that we are citi­
zens of a state, rather than citizens of the United States, are 
not now to be encouraged. It is wiser to leave the choice of 
the nation perfectly unre<;trained: and to suffer the discern­
men! of the countn' lO select its hest citizens. without re­
gar,ding the section of the union where they may happen to 
)"cs:d,'. 

-
._' 
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AMERICAN AND BRITISH ACCOUNTS OF THE AF.FAIR AT 

LA COl.E. 

OJpy. if a letterfromllIajot;'Gmeral WiWnson to the Secretary 
I{/' JVar, dated Province of Lower Canada, r!Jdell Town 
March 31, 1814. ' 

Sir, 
WE have had an affair with the enemy, in which our 

troops have given him another test of firmness and valour. 
Pursuant to the designs communicated to rOll in m~' last', 

a'l1d to accomplish your views if in my power, I entered Ca·­
nada ye~terday morning., and waS met by the enemy near this 
plate about 11 o"clock, whom we forced at every point of at­
tack on the rOlite to La Cole, distant from hence One league, 
and (rom St. John's si:t. We reached the former post about 
three o'clock, and found there a strong corps in possession of a 
~cious lofty stone mill, of which I had received stme in­
formmion. An 18 pounder had been ordered forward t6 ef­
fect die destruction of this building; but it broke down, and 
after being repaired, the only road of approach t~rollgh a deep 
forest was reported to be impracticable to a gun of sul'h weight. 
An opinion prevailed at the same time with the chief t-ngineer, 
major Totten, {oumkd on intelligence previously received, 
and several of the best infotmed officers, that an iron twelve 
would suffice to make a breach; but a{ter a fair and tedious 
C!xperiment, at three hundred yards distance only, it was dis­
covert'd our battery could make no impression. 

Brigadier-generals Smith and Bissen covered OUT guns, and 
brigadier-general Macomb, with a select corps, formed the 
reserve. The enemy had been reported, from a source con­
sidered strictly confidential, at two thousand five hundred 
strong, and his first attack of my right favored the .rep.ort, 
from the use,-he made of congreve rockets and other mdlca­
tions of delib~rate prep~ration; the. C~)TpS, therefore, were 
hf-ld in high oi"d~r to receive his combmed attack. Yet l1e-

fA, ' 
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lieving in the efficacy of our battery, dispositions had been 
made to intercept the enemy should he evacuate the post, and 
to gin- it the ut most effect, we were obliged to take ground 
near the margin of the field which encompassed the mill. 
During the cannonade. which was returned with vivacity by 
the enemy's galleys (I prt'sume). several sortit,s and desper~te 
charge s wae m<ldt' from the mill upon our battery, which 
wel"t~ repulst:d wi,h illcredible coolness by the covering corps, 
at the expense of some blood and some lives on both sides; 
it is reported to me that in the last charge a captain of grena­
diers and fifteen men fdl together, but I cannot vouch for the 
fact. Finding all our attempts to make a breach unsuccess­
ful, I withdrew the battery, called in my detachments, and 
having remo\'ed our dead and wounded and every thing else', 
fdl bal k to this place about six o'clock. 

'Vhe:'e a military corps appears to be universally animated 
by the same sensibilities, where the only competition is for 
danger and glur;", individual distinctions seem improper, ex­
cept in extraordinary Cases, SUl h as the conduct of the offi­
cers who commandt'd our battery yesterday. Capt. M"Pher­
son of the light artillery (my military secretary), impelled by 
the noble spirit which marks his whole character, asked per­
mission to take part in the operations of the day with his 
proper arm; he was indulged, and heing first for command, 
took charge of the pieces which followed the advance and 
formed our battery, in which he was seconded hy lieutenants 
Larrabee and Sheldon. On opening his fire he seemed in­
clint J to the opinion he could make an impression on the 
WOI k, but he soon received a wound under the chin, which 
he tied up with his handkerchief, and continued at his piece 
until a second shot, which broke his thigh, brought him tl) 
the earth. Larral)ee had kept his sta~ion until shot through 
the lungs, and Sheldon ktpt up the fire until ordered to re­
tire.-The conduct of these gentlemen has, from the nature 
of their dutits, bet:n so conspicuously gallant as to attract the 
admiration of their brnhrtn in arms, and should (1 humbly 
tonceive) be distingui .. hcd by the executive. 

I have sent forward my wounded who can bear the move. 
ment to Plattsburgh or Burlington, and those who cannot 
will be provided for at Champlain. 

I would hold this position unril I receive further orders 
were it not for the difficulty of transporting our provisions' 
~lld ~hc impossibility to COvtr the tro~·ps; but I shall not re: 
tIre furthel than Ch .. mplain, which Will place us twenty fi"e 
miles frem St. John's. and forty-two from Montreal. 

eN :w:&ii 
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I cannot close this letter without confessing my obliO'utions 
to my general and field officers, and to my gen"eral ~taff of 
every gl'ade, for the ahle and prompt support I received from 
them. So small an affair does not merit so tedious a detail b . , 

ut It warrants the re~ark that it will produce a degree of 
self confiden~e, o~ reclproc~1 trust, of h.armony and friendly 
~ttachments III thIS corps hIghly benefiCIal to the service. It 
15 a lesson of command to the officers. and of obedience t(t 
the soldiers, worth a whole Year's drill of emptv parades. 

The returns of killed and wounded h:lVe not 'vct been fUl'­
nished, but they will not exceed 80 or 90, including a captain. 
and 4 subalterns, and this shall be furnished to-morrow or 
next day. For the information of their friends, you have at­
foot the names of the wounded officers. 

"rith great respect, &c. 

J A. V;U.KINSOX • 

. Names of ojjicers lvoundt:d. 
Captain l\I'Pherson, Lieutenant Larrabee, light artille­

rr·-Lieutenant Green, 11 infantry.-Lieutenant Parker, 
14th infantry.-Lieutenant Kerr, rifle regimt:nt. 

The Honorable Secretary at TT~ar. 

Head-§2.;.tarters L'Acadie, 31st flIarch, 1814.. 
GENE HAL ORDEl{. 

His excellency the comm:lilder of the forces has received 
from major-general De H ;)\tenh:.l1'g, through m:ljor-general 
Vincent, the report of lieutenant-colonel '\ViIliams, 13th re­
giment, commanding St. John's and the posts in advance, on 
the Hichelieu river-stating that the outposts on the com­
munication leading from Odell Town, to BurtonviIIe and La 
Cole Mill, were attacked at an earl~' hour on the morning of 
the 30th instant by the enemy, in great force, collected from 
Burlington and Plattsburg, under the command of major-ge­
neral Wilkinson. The piquets retreated in good order, be­
fore superior numbers of the enemy, disputing his advan:e. 
The advance on the Burtonville road was not persevered m; 
and the whole of the enemy's force was directed against the 
post of La Cole, entrusted to the comm:tnd o~ m:uor Hand­
cock, of the 13th regiment, who reports lhat hIS pIquets from 
a mile and a half in advance, being driven in, the enemy 
shortly after appeared in great force, and established a ba.t­
tery of three 12-poundt:rs, which was opened on the mill 
block-house. 
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Major Handcock, receil'ing intelligence of the approach of 
the two flank lompanies of the 13th regiment to his relief, 
ordered an attack upon the enem\'s guns, which, althou~h 
executt'd with the greatest gallantry, could not succe~d,:o 
consequence of the surrounding hoods being filled with 10-

fantry for their support. Anotht:r opportunity presented it­
self, and was instantly seized by the grenadier company of 
the Canadian fencibles and a company of voltigeurs, who 
having followed the moq:ment of the enemy from the Bur­
tonvillf" road, with a view to reinforce the ppint attacked, 
m,ade a spii-ited attempt to get possession of the enemy's 
guns; but although foiled in this object, from his very supe­
rior numbers, succeeded in gaining the block-house. 

Both these gallant attacks have been attended with the loss' 
of several brave soldiers. Captain Ellard, 13th regiment, was 
woundt'd while leading his company to the assault; and major 
Handcock regrets the temporary loss of his able services. 
He expresses himself indebt:'d to captain Ritter, of the fron­
tier I1tht infantry, who, from his local kpowledge of the 
country, was enabled to afford him the most essential ser· 
vice and information. 

Major Handcock speaks in terms of the highest praise of 
the detachment of marines under lieutenants Caldwell and 
Burton; and expresses the strong obligations he feels himself 
under to captain Pring of the royal na\'y, for his prompt and 
able support, in bringing a sloop and the gun-boats from the 
Isle aux Noix to the mouth of La Cole river; from whence 
his fire was most destructive and galling to the enemy: and to 
lieutenant Creswick (H_ N.), who was most actlve and zealous 
in landing two fidd-pieces and stores, and getting them from 
the boats to the mill block-house. 

The enemy persevered in his attack until night-fall, when 
he withdrew his guns, and retreated by the road to Odell, 
Town, ha\'ing sustained a sevc:rc 105s. 

His excellency the commander of the forces most cordially 
agrees in the high tribute of praise bestowed by lieutenant­
colonel 'WIlliams ~n major H.40cl;ock, for his most judicious. 
and undalln:cd defence of the post committed to his charge, 
and to ;.11 tbe troops imn1ediatdy engaged in its defence fOI 
thcir spirited and dtlel mined good conduct. ' 

Thl" .fl.mk ~()mpanit!~ of the 13th regiment, the grenadiers 
of. the C.cmadl.a~ fenables, and .t~e company of v04igeurs .. 
sel~ed \\'H.h aVI~HY the ?pportunlms I~resented thC:1D to sig­
Ilahze theu' cntlre dt "oUon to the service. 

His excellency has only left to express his most enth'c ap-
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probation of the judgment, zeal, and unwearied assiduity dis~ 
played by lieutenant-colonel Williams, 131h regim'Dl, in his 
arrangements for the dtfence of tht impnrtant i'()'i~S placed 
under his immediate command, and to m;ljor-gent'ral Vin­
cent, for the excellent disp:,sition of the force under his or­
ders, by which, without unnecessaril~' hanssing the troops, 
that prompt support was instantly applied at ever~ p()int of 
this extensive line of frontier, that the enl m, 's fourth attempt 
to invade this province, has, like his former t {forts, recoiled 
on his own head with disgrace and defeat, from the hravery 
and steadiness of the advanced posts of the armr. Nor can 
his excel1ency pass over the steady discipline and ('heerful 
conduct evinced b. all the troops brought forward to S l1pport 
the advanced posts in this most harassing and unf:!\'ourable 
season, without rendering to them that praise, which is most 
justly their due. 

List oj killed and wounc('d on the 30tlz flfarch. 
13th Regiment Grenadiers-8 rank and file killed-1 cap­

tain, 1 subaltern, 1 seljeant, 31 rank and file wounded.-13th 
Hegiment Light Infantry-1 rank and file killed-1 sl'ljeant, 
a rank and file wounded, 1 missing.-13th Hegiment, captain 
Blake's company-l rank and file killed.-Canadian Grena­
diers-1 rank and file killed __ 3 rank and file wounded-2 
rank and file missing.-Total killed-to rank and file.­
Wounded-1 captain, 1 subalterll,:2 serjeants, 42 Lmk and 
file.-Missing-4 rank and file.-Officers woundt:d-captain 
Heard and ensign Whitford, 13th n-giment. 

ED\VAHD BAYNES, 
Adjutant-General, N. A. 

-
AMERICAN AND BRITISH ACCOUNTS OF THE AFFAIR ON THE 

RIVER TI-lA?IES. 

Copy of a Letter Jrom Captain ,Holmes, to li~utenant-colonrl 
Butler, commanding at Detrolt, and transmltted to the De­
partment of War by General Harrison 

Sir, Fort Covington, ~lI1arch 10th, 181:{'~ 
I have the honor to submit in writing, that the expedltlOn 

sent under my command against the enem~"s posts by your 
special orders of the 21st ultimo, had the go~d fortune on 
the 4th instant to meet and subdue a force double ItS own, fresh 
from the barraCks, and led by a distinguish(;d officer.. . . 

1 had been compelled to leave the artillery, by the lnVlnC2-
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ble difficulties of the route from Point au Plait to the Round 
O. No whed carriage of any kind had ever attempted it 
before, and none will ever pass it until the brush and fallen 
timber are cut away. and the swamp causewayed or drained. 
Aftr-r joining captain (~ill.1 hegan rhe tnarch fOJ' Fort Talbot, 
but W~5 soon comincnl of its beinr. impossible to reach the 
post, in ti me to St'cure any force w hil h might be there or ad­
jacent. This conviction, united with the information that the 
enemv had a force at Delaware upon the Thames, that I 
should be expected at Fort Tllhot. and consequently, that a 
previoLls descent upon Delaware might deceive the foe, and 
It:ad him to expose me some point in defending others he 
might think mennct'd, and coupled with the possibility that. 
hearing of captain (~ill's march to the Hound 0, by M~Gre· 
gar's militia, whom he had plrsued, a detachment had de­
sccndt'd the Thames to intt'rcept him. determined me to ex­
ercise the discretion allowed )V the order, and to strike at 
once upon the river. . 

On the 3d instant, when on\' fifteen miles from Delaware, 
we received intelligence that:he enemy had lelt Ddaware 
with the inten' ion of desct!ndillg the river, and that we should 
probably mt!et him in on, hour; !h;lt his force consisted of a 
light Cf)mpany from the Hopi Scots, mustering for duty 120 
mt"n; :. light compclOY from th~ 89th regiment of foot (effi­
ciency not known); Caldwell's Indians, and M'Gregor's mili-. 
tia: amounting in all to abollt 30n men. 1\1,· command origin­
ally had not t'xcet'ded 180 rank and file. Hunger, cold, and 
fatigut! had brought on disease, and though none died, all 
were exceedingly depressed, and sixteen had been ordered 
home as unablt! to continue the march. I resolved therefore 
to avoid the oonflict on equal grounds, and immediately re­
treated five miles forthe sake of a good position, On the west­
ern bank of the Twenty Mile Creek, . leaving captain Gill 
with twenty rangers to cover the rear, ~d to watch the ene­
my's motions. We had encamped but a few minutes, when 
captain Gill joined, after exchanging shots with the enemy's 
advance, in vainly attempting to reconnoitre his force. The 
Twenty Mile Creek runs from north to south, throu~h a deep 
and wide ravine, and of course is flanked east and west by 
lofty heights. My camp was formed upon the western height$. 
The enemy's upon the opposite. During the night of the 3d 
all. was quit!t. At su~-rise. on the 4th, the enemy appeared 
thmly upon tht: oppOSIte heIghts, fired upon us without eWec:t, 
and va~ished. After waiting some time for their re-appear­
ance, beutenant Knox of the rangers was sent to reconnoitre. 
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On his return, he reported that the enemv had retreated with 
the utmost precipitation, leaving his bag~ag{· scattered upon 
the road, and that his trail and fires made him out not more 
than se\'ent~· men. Mortified at the supposition of having 
retrogradt'd from this diminmi\e forre, I ins1amly commtn~~d 
the pursuit, with the desi~n 0t attacking j),hware he~ore the 
opening of another day. Vve had not huwever proceeded be­
yond five miles, when captain Lee, commanding the :1(h ,mce, 
discovered the enemy in considerahle force, arrangil"g hIm­
self for bat,le. The symptoms of fear and flight were now 
easily traced to the purpose of sedncing me from the h~ights, 
and so far the plan succeeded. But the emm" failed to im­
}1rove the advantage. If he had thrown his lhi~f force across 
the ravine abo\"e the road, and occupied our camp when re­
linquished, thus obstructing my communication to the rear, 
I should have been dri"en upon Ddaware against a superior 
force, since found to be stationed there, or forced tJ take the 
wilderness for Fort Talbot, without forage or provisions. 
Heavt'n a\'erted this calamity. We soon regained the 'posi­
tion at Twenty Mile Creek, and though the rangers were 
greatly disheartened by lhe rt:treat, and to a man insisted 
upon not fighting the enem:,", we decided an exhibit to that 
spot the scene of death or \'ictory. 

I was induced to adopt the order of the hollo7.v square, to 
prevent the necessity of evolution, which I knew all the troops 
were incompetent to perfurm in action. The detachments of 
the 24th and 28th infantry occupied the brow of the heights. 
The detachment from the garrison of Detroit formed the 
north front of the square, the rar.gers the wt'st, and the mili­
tia the south. OUf horses and baggage stood in th,' centre. 
The enemy threw his militia and Indians across the ravine 
above the road, and commenced the action with savage ~'el1s 
and bugles sounding from the north, west, and south. His re­
gulars at the same time charged down the road from the op­
posite heights, crossed the bridge, and charged up the heights 
we occupied within twenty steps of the American lint', and 
against the most destructive fire. But his front section was 
shut to pieces. Those who followed were much thinned and 
wounded. His officers were soon cut down, and his ?nta­
gonists continued to evince a degree of animltion that be­
spoke at once their boldness and security. He therefore 
abandoned the charge, and took cover in the woods at dif­
fused order, between fifteen, twentv, and thirty paces of our 
line, and placed all hope lipan his ~mmunition. 

Our ret;'ubrf;, being uncovered, were ordered to kneel, th,lt 
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the brow of the heights might partly screen them from tht 
enem., '~ view. The firing inaeased on both sidf:s with sreat 
vivadt'· But the crisis was over. I knew the, enemy dared 
Ilot un~ovt'r, and of course no second charge would be at­
tempted~ Oli the north, west. and south front the firing had 
been sllstaintd with much coolness, and with considerable loss 
to tht fflt:. Our troops on those fronts being protected. by 
logs. hastih thlown together, and the enemy not chargmg, 
both tht rifle and the musket were aimed at leisure, perhaps 
always told. The enemy at last became persuaded that Pro­
vidence had sealed the fortune of the day. His cover on the 
east front was insufficient; for as he had charged in column 
of sections, and therefore, when dispersing on either side of 
the road, was unable to extend his flanks, ~nd as our regulars 
presented an extended front from the beginning, it is evident 
that a common sized tree could not protect even one man, 
much less the squads that often stOod and breathed their last 
together; and yei upon his regulars the enemy relied for vic­
tory. In concert therefore, and favored by the shades of twi­
light, he commenced a general re!reat after one hour's close 
and gallant conflict. 

I did not pursue, for the following reasons. t. We had 
triumphed against numbers and discipline, and ,vere there­
fore under no obligation of honour to incur additional hazard. 
2. In thl:'se requisites (numbers and discipline) the enemy 
were still superior, and the night would have insured success 
to an ambuscade. 3. The enemy's bugle sounded the close 
upon the opposite heights. If then we had pursued, we must 
have passed over to him as he did to us, because the creek 
could be passed on horseback at no other point, and the troops 
being fatigued and frost hitten, and their shoes ttlt to pieces 
by the frozen ground, it was not possible to pursue on foot. 
It follows, that the attempt to pursu~ would have given the 
enemy the same advantage that produced the defeat. 

Our loss in killed and wounded amounted to a non-com­
missioned officer and six pri"ates; but the blood of between 
80 and 90 brave Englishmen, and among them 4- officeT~, 
avenged their fall. The commander, captain Barden of the 
89th, is supposed to have been killed at an early stage of tbe 
contest. The whole American force in action consisted- of 
one hundred and fifty rank and file, of whom seventy were 
militia, including the rangers. The enemy's regulars alone 
were from one hundred and fifty to one hundred and eighty 
strong, and his militia and Indians fought upon three fronts 
,.,f our square. 



OFFICIAL DOCU~IENT!;. 

I am much indebted to all my regular officers, and trust 
their names will be mentioned to the army and to the war 
department. Without intending a discrimination it must be 
acknowledged that the exertions of lieutenants Kouns and 
Henry of the 28th and Jackson and Potter of the 24th were 
most conspicuous, because fortune had opposed them to the 
main strength of the foe. Captain Lee of the M'ichigan dra­
goons was of great assistance before the action at the head of 
the advance and spies, and my warmest thanks are due to act­
ing sailing-master Darling of the United States schooner So­
mers, who had volunteered to command the artillery, Ensign 
Heard of the 28th, acting as volunteer adjutant, merits my 
acknowledgments, and especially for his zeal in defending my 
opinion against a final retreat, when others permitted their 
hopes to sink beneath the pressure of the moment. 

The enemy's wounded and prisoner.:; were treated with the 
utmost humanity.-Though some of our men were marching 
in their stocking feet, they were not permitted to take a shoe 
even from the dead. 

I have the honor, to be with perfect respect, sir, your most 
obedient servant, 

(Signed) 

Lieutenant-Colonel Butler, command­
ing the Territory oj Mie/ligan and 
its dependencies • 

A. H. HOLMES, 
Captain 2-1:th Infantry. 

.Adjutant-Generars Office, ftuebec, 10th 1I1arch, 1814. 

GENEHAL ORDERS. 

His excellency the commander of the forces has receiv~d 
from lieutenant-general Drumf!1ond, t~e rep.ort of captam 
Stewart, of the Royal Scots, of an affaIr whIch took place 
between the detachment under the orders of that officer, and 
a body of the enemy, on the 4th instant) at Longwood, in ad­
vance of Delaware town. 

Captain Stewart reports, that receivin.g a report late on 
the night of the 3d mstant, from cnptalll Caldwell, that a 
party of the enemy had been seen in I.ongwoo~, he directed 
the flank companies of the HopI.Scots a~d the lIght company 
of the 89th regiment, under the llumedlate command of cap­
tain Basden 89th regiment to march at day-break to the 

, , "I k' h support of captain Caldwell; an~ that at 5 0 c .oc m t e even-
ing the enemy was discovered, m vcry supenor force, posted 

VOL.IY. rB] 
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on a commanding eminence, strongly entrenched with log 
breast-works; this post was instantly attacked in the most 
gallant manner, by the flank companies in front, while cap­
tain Caldwell"s company of rangers and a detachment of the 
roval Kent militia made a flank movement to the right, and 
:it ;mall band of Indians to the left, with a view of gaining the 
Ytar of the position; and after repeated efforts to dislodge the 
~nemy, in an arduous and spirited contest of an hour and a 
half duration, which terminated with the daylight, the troops 
were reluctantly withdrawn, having suffered severely, princi. 
pally in officers. 

The enemy has since abandoned his position in Long­
\yood. 

List of the killed, wounded, and missing. 

Hoyal Scots light company-l captain, 9 rank and file kill­
~d-l lieutenant, 3 serjeants, 31 rank and file wounded-l 
bugler missing.-89lh light company-1 lieutenant, 3 rank 
and file killed-l captain, 1 serjeant, and 7 rank and file 
wounded-volunteer Pagoot wounded and taken prisoner.­
Royal Kent volunteers- 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, and 9 rank 
and file wounded. 

Names of oJIicers killed and wounded. 

Captain D. Johnson, Royal Scots, and lieutenant P. Grame, 
89th regiment, killed. Captain Bustle, 89th regiment, and 
lieutenant A. Macdonald, Hoyal Scots, wounded. 

-
OPERATIONS o~ LAKE ONTARIO. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Chauncey to the Secretary of 
the Navy. 

. United States ship General Pike, 
Sir, Sacket~'s Harbour, 25th April, 1814. 

The I.ady of the Lake (which I have kept cruizing as a 
l~ok-out ~essel between t~e Gallows and Kingston ever 
slIIce the Ice bl:oke up) havmg a commanding breeze yester­
day, ran close Into Kmgston and shewed her colours, which 
were answered by the enemy's fleet and batteries-His old 
fleet lay moored uff the town with all sails bent and top-gal­
lant yards across-a number of ~un-boats also appeared to be 
ready-one only of the nt!w sh!ps had her lower masts in., 
the f ther arpeared to be preparing to take masts in .. 
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I have the honour to be, very respectfully, sir, your most 
obedient servant, 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
Honorable William Jones, Secretary afthe Navy, Washingtoll. 

Frr;m the same to the same. 

United States Ship General Pikt>, 
Sir, Sackett's Harbour, April 27, 1814. 

The night of the 25th instant, two of our guard-boats fell 
in with three of the enemy's boats in the bay. Lieutenant 
Dudley (the officer of the guard) hailed, and was answeredo 
U guard boats"-this however not being satisfactorv, he re­
peated the hail, but was not answered-finding that the strange 
boats were attempting to cut him off from the shore, he fircd 
upon them-the enemy laying upon their oars a short time, 
pulled in towards Bull Rock Point, without returning the fire. 
Lieutenant Dudley returned to the fleet and got a reinforce­
ment of boats-but nothing more was seen of the enemy that 
night. 

Yesterday morning I directed both shores of Shermont 
Bay to be examined, to see whether the enemy had not se­
creted himself in some of the small creeks. Nothing how­
ever, was discovered, except six barrels of powder, found in 
the water near the shore, where our gun-boats fired on the 
enemy; these barrels were all slung in such a manner, that 
one man could take two across his shoulder and carry them. 
each barrel had a hole bored in the head of about an inch 
diameter, with a wooden plug in it; these barrels of powder 
were evidently fitted for the purpose of blowing our large 
ship up, if the enemy could have got in undiscovered, by 
placing them under the ship's bottom, and putting a piece of 
slow match or port fire to the hole in the head, which would 
burn a sufficient time to allow the parties to escape before the 
fire would communicate to the powder; this also accounts for 
the enemy not returning the fire of our boats, for having so 
much powder in, he was apprehensive of accidents, which no 
doubt induced him to heave it overboard, to be p epared to 
return the fire if he was pursued. 

It would have been impossible for the enemy to ~ave suc­
ceeded, even if he had eluded our guard-boats (whIch here 
are two lines of)-for, independent of all the .appr?aches by 
water being aecured by the booms, the MadIson IS moored 
across the large ship's stern, within 20 yards, and her guns 
13aded \Vith cannister and bags ot musket balls, to rah.e undet" 
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the bottom, if necessary. A lieutenant, two midshipmen, and 
ten men are on watch under the ship's bottom every night, 
besides a marine guard outside of her-with all these pre­
cautions, I think that it would be impossible for an enemy to 
land near the ship-yard unobserved. However, after this dis­
co\'c'rv of the enelm"s intentions, we shall redouble our "igi­
lance "and exertions' to preserve our fleet, to meet the encm'y 
fairly upon the lake. 

I ha\'e the honor to he, &c. 
ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Chauncey, to the Secretary of 
the Navy. 

Pnlted States ship General Pike, 
Sir, Sackett's Harbour, flfay 1, 1814·. 

I am happy to have it in my power to inform you that the 
United States ship' Superior,' was launched this morning, 
without accident. 

The Superior is an uncommon beautiful, well-built ship, 
something larger than the President, and could mount 64 
guns, if it was thought advisable to put as many upon her. 
This ship has betn built in the short space of eighty days, 
and when it is taken into vie\\", that the two brigs of 500 tons 
each have also been built, rigged, and completely fitted for 
service since the first of February, it will be acknowledged 
that the mechanics employed on this station have done their 
duty. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Ilon. William Jones, Sccretm'Y of the Nav!!, Washington. 

-
.\:-lEH!CAN ..A.ND BRITISH .\CCOUNTS OF THE ATTACK 

O!'J OSWEGO. 

c() py of a letter from 1I1ajor-general Brown to tile Secretary at 
-war, dated Head §!..uarters, Sackett's Harbour, 11Jay 12,1814. 

Sir, 
Inclosed is an abstract from the report of lieutenant-co­

land ,! itchtll, of the air ai r at Oswego. Being well satis­
fied with th~ manner ~n which. the c.olunel executed my or~ 
clers, and WIth the eVlclence given of steady discipline and 
pallant conduct on the part of the troops, I have noticed them 
In the general order, a copy of which is Inclosed. 
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The enemy's ohject was the naval and military stores de­
posited at the Falls, 13 miles in the rear of the fort. These 
were protected. 

The stores at the fort and village were not ~mportant. 
I am, &c. 

Hon. Secretary of TVar. 

REPOHT. 

JACOB BROWN, 
JlIajor General. 

I informed you of my arrival at Fort Oswego on the 30th 
ult. This post being but occasionally and not recently occu­
pied by regular troops, was in a bad state of defence. Of 
cannon we had but five old guns, three of which had lost their 
trunnions. What could be done in the way of repair was 
effected-new platforms were laid, the gun carriages put in 
order, and decayed pickets replaced. On the 5th instant the 
British naval force, consisting of four large ships, three brigs, 
and a number of gun and other boats, were descried at reveille 
beating about seven miles from the fort. Information was 
immediately given to captain Woolsey of the navy (who was 
at Oswego village), and to the neighbouring militia. It be­
ing doubtful on what side of the river the enemy would at­
tempt to land, and my forc~ (290 effectives) being too small 
to bear division, I ordered the tents in store to be pitched on 
the village side, while I occupied the other with my whole 
force. It is probable that this artifice had its effect, and de­
termined the enemy to attack, where, from appearances, they 
expected the least opposition. About one o'clock the fleet 
approached. Fifteen boats, large and crowded with troops, 
at a given signal moved slowly to the shore. These were 
preceded by gun boats sent to rake the woods and cover the 
bnding, while the larger vessels 'opened a fire upon the fort. 
Captain Boyle and lieutenant Legate (so soon as the debark­
ing boats got within range of our shot) opened upon them a 
very successful fire from the shore-battery, and compelled 
them twice to retire. They at length returned to the ships, 
and the whole stood off from the shore for better anchorage. 
One of the enemy's boats, which had been deserted, was taken 
up by us, and some others by the militia. The first men­
tioned was sixty feet long, carried thirty-six oars and three 
sails, and could accommodate 150 men. She had received a 
ball through her bow, and was nearly filled wi'h water. 

Piquet guards were stationed at difft:rent points, and we lay 
un our arms during the night. 
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At day-break on the 6th, the fleet appeared bearing up un­
der t:asv'sail. The "Volfe, &tc. took a position directly against 
the fort and lJ:ltteries, and for three hours kept up a heavy 
fire of grape, &c. Finding that the enem~; had effected a land­
ing, I withdrt-\'t my small disposable force into the rear of the 
fort, and with two companies(Roma~'ne's and Melvin's) met 
their advanLing columns, while the other companies engaged 
the flanks of the enemy. Lieutenant Pearce of the navy, and 
somt> seamen, joined in the attack, and fought with their cha­
racteristic bravery. "Ve maintained our ground about thirty 
minutes, and as long as consisted with my further duty of de­
fending the public stores, deposited at the Falls, which no 
doubt formed the principal object of the expedition on the 
part of the enemy. Nor was this movement made precipi­
tatelv. I halted within 400 yards of the fort. Captain 
Romayne's compan~' formed the rear guard, and, remaining 
with it, I marched to this place in good order, destroying the 
bridges in m,· rear. The enemy landed 600 of De Watteville's 
regiment, 600 marines, two companies of the Glengary corps, 
and 350 seamen. 

General Drummond and commodore Yeo were the land 
and na\'al commandt'rs. They burned the old barracks, and 
ev~cuated the fort about three o'clock on the morning of 
the 7th. 

Our loss in killed is six; in wounded 38; and in missing 
25. That of the enemy is much greater. Deserters, and 
citizens of ours taken prisoners and afterwards released, 
state their killed at 64., and wounded in proportion. Among 
these are several land and navy officers of merit. 

I cannot close this dispatch without speaking of the dead 
and the living of m\' detachment.-Lieutenant Blaney, a 
young man of much promise, was unfortunately killed. His 
conduct in the action was highly meritorious. Captain Boyle 
and lieutenant Legate merit m~; highest approhation, and 'in­
deed f want language to express m\' admiration of their gallant 
conduct. The subalterns :\I'Comn, Ans<lrt, Hing, Robb, Earle, 
M'Clintock, and Newkirk performed well their se\'eral parts. 

It would be injustice were I not to acknowledge and re­
port the zeal and patriotism evinced by the militia who ar­
rived at a short notice, and were anxious to be useful. 

GENE HAL ORDERS. 

Head-stuarters, Sackett's Harbour, May 12, 1814. 

Major-g~neral Brown has the satisfaction to announce to 
the forces under his command, that the detachment station-
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td at Oswego, under the immediate orders of lieutenant 
colonel Mitchell, of the third artillery, by their gallant and 
highly military conduct, in sustaining the fire of the whole 
British fleet of this lake, for nearly two days, and contending 
with the vastly superior numbers of the enemy on the land, 
as long as the interest of the country, or the honour of the 
profession required, and then effecting their retreat in goud 
order, in the face of this superior force of an enterprising and 
valiant foe, to the depot of naval stores, which it became 
their duty to defend, have established for themselves a name 
in arms, worthy of the gallant nation in whose cause they 
fight, and highly honourable to the army. 

That it may be known to the army, what regular troops 
were engaged on this occasion, the general deems it proper 
to state, that there were four companies of the third artillery, 
under the command of captain Boyle, captain Homayne, cap­
tain M'Intire, and captain Piace, one company of light ar­
tillery, under the command of captain Melvin, and a small 
detachment of sailors, under the command of lieutenant 
Pierce of the navy, in all less than 300 men, the force of the 
enemy by land and water, exceeded 3000. 

By command, 
(Signed) R. JONES • 

.Assistant Adjutant·General. 

Extract of a letter from Commodore Chauncey .'0 the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

UnitedStates ship Superior, Sackett's Harbour, May 16,1814. 

The enemy has paid dearly for the little booty which he 
obtained at Oswego. From the best information which I can 
collect, both from deserters and my agents, the enemy lost 
70' men killed, and 165 wounded, drowned, and missing-in 
all, 235; nearly as many as were opposed to them. Captain 
Mulcaster is certainly mortally wounded, a captain of ma­
rines killed, and a number of other officers killed and 
wounded. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
Head.~uarters, lJfontreal, .lIIay 12, 1814. 

His excellency the governor in chief and commander of the 
forces, has the highest gratification in annollncin~ to the 
troops, that he has received a despatch from.lieutenant-gen­
eral Drummond, reporting the result of a most spirited and 
successful attack on the enemy's fort and position of 05-
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we go, which was carried by assault at lloon on the 6th ino 

stant. 
The lieutt'nant-general reports, that having caused six 

companit's of tht' regimt nt de Watteville, and one company 
of the Glengary light infantry, with a small detachment of 
artillery, to embark on board the squadron, in addition to the 
second battalion of royal marines, he accompanied sir James 
Yeo, in the Prince Hegent, and on the evening of the 5th in. 
stant anchored off Oswego; but a violent gale of wind driv­
ing the squadron off shore, the position was not again recov­
ered till noon on the following day, when the disposition for 
landing was instantly carried into execution, in the following 
order: the frigates taking a position from whence they could 
cannonade the fort; and the brigs, schooners, and gun boats, in 
proportion to their respective draft of water, covered by their 
fire the several points of debarkation of the troops, which was 
attended with considerable difficulty, owing to the shoalness 
of the water-the boats grounding, the troops were in many 
instances obliged to leap out and wade through the water to 
their middles to gain the landing; and the enemy having 
strongly occupied the favourable positions near the shore and 
woods with which it is surrounded, the disembarkation was 
attended with some loss, but effected with the utmost promp­
titude, under the direction of lieutenant-colonel Fi5cher, led 
by two new formed flank companies of the Watteville regi­
ment, under captain Berzy; the remaining four companies, 
and detachment of royal artillery, being held in reserve. 

The second battalion of marines under lieutenant-colonel 
l\lalcolm, supported by a detachment of 200 seamen, under 
captain Mulcaster, royal navy, formed a second column to 
the right. Captain 1\1' Millin's company of Glengary light in­
fantry gained the skirts of the wood to the left, and covered 
the advance of the columns to the fort;-which was carried 
in ten minutes from the advance of the troops' landing. The 
enemy's garrison, consisting of .Macomb's third regiment of 
artillery, 400 strong, and a numerous body of militia, saved 
themselves by precipitate flight. 

Lieutenant-gen.eral . Dr.u~nmond speaks in the strongest 
terms of the cordIal, JUdiCIOUS, and able co-operation of sir 
James Y t"O, and the /)fficers and seamen of his squadron, and 
laments the temporary loss the sen-ice has sustained in cap­
tain l\Iulcastcr of the royal na\-y, who is severely wounded. 
The eminent s6rvices of that officer, and of captains O'Con­
ller, Popham, and Collier are particularly noticed. 

r Here follow encomiums on th merits of rnanyofficers ~Jl!r 
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valutiteers, to whom various, parts of .duty were assigned.­
Among others, lieutenant Hewitt of the marines, who climb­
ed the flag-staff and puyed down the Americ:'In colours, which 
were nailed to it; and lieutenant Laurie, who led the party 
which entered the fort.] 

It is particularly gra:tifying to his excellency to have to no­
tice, that, to the high honour of both branches of the ser­
vice, there was not a single soldier or sailor missing, not a 
single instance of intoxication, although surrounded with . . -temptation. 

The service has lost a brave and meritorious officer in cap­
tain Haltaway of the royal marines. 

Every object ·of the expedition was accomplished-the 
barracks burnt, and the fort dismantled, and all public stores, 
which were not brought away_ destroyed, the troops re-em­
,barked at four o'clock the following morni'ng, and the squad-
ron sailed for Kingston. ' 

The enemy's loss amounts to at least 100 killed and 60 ' 
prisoners, the greater part wounded. 

[Hert: follows the detail of killed and wounded: the total 
of which ar~-killed, 1 captain (Halt:iway), 15 rank and file, 
and 3 seamen, total 19. Wounded, 3 captains (J..(·dergrew, 
Mulcaster, and Popham), 2 lieutenants (Mayan.' Griffith), 
Mr. Hichardson, master, 62 rank and file, and seven seamen, 
total 75. Total killed and wountled 94.] 

Ordnance taken and destroyed. 

Tak~n, 3 iron 32-pouuders, 4 iron 24-pounders, 1 iron.12-
pounder, 1 iron .. 6-pollnder. Destroyed, one:: heavy 12-pound­
er~ and one heavy 6-pollnder. 

One schooner and several boats, laden with ordnance, naval, 
and other stores, were brought away. 

Three schooners and other craft destroyed. 

VOL. IV. 

EDWAHD BAYNES, 
Adjutant-General North Americc: 

[C] 
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AFFAIR AT SANDY CREEK. 

Extract of a letter from Brigadier-General Gaines, to th~ S~­
crtfary of Tr"ar, dated Head-.f5<Jtarters, Sackett's Harbour, 
)!ay 31st, 181-1·. 
" I have the honour to transmit herewith major Appling's 

report of the g:lllant affair which took place yesterday morn­
ing, between a det;lchment of the first rifle regiment and 
Oneida Indians, under his command, and a detachment 
from the British fleet, consisting of sailors and marines, 
comm:lOded by captain Popham of the royal navy. _ 

" Major Appling had been ordered to co-operate wIth cap­
tain Woolse~, of the navy, in escorting the cannon and na­
val stores from Oswego, destined for the fleet here, on board 
of a Botilla of barges, and after having gotten safely in­
to Sandy Cn:ck, 16 miles south-west of this place, they 
Were pursued up the creek, by the enemy's force, which 
they met, and bLat, and took, after an action of ten minutes, 
without any other loss on our part than one rifleman 
wounded."' 

Copy of a letter from major Appling to Brigadier-General 
Gaines. 

Sir, Sandy Creek, lIfcry 30th, 1814. 
Presuming that you have already been made acquainted 

with the result of the affair of this day, I consider it neces­
sary only to fu:nish you with the return of the killed, wound­
ed, and pri~oners, on the part of the enemy, which is as fol­
lows:-prisoners, 27 marines and 106 sailors; wounded, 28 
sailors and m<trincs; killed, 13 marines and 1 midshipman, 
with two post c<!ptains, four lieutenants of the navy, prison. 
~rs. and two lieutenants of marines dangerously wounded 
and prisoners. The dead will recein all the honours and at­
tentions due unfortunate soldiers; the wounded remain at 
this place, waiting the arri\al of medical aid from the har­
bour. The prisoners have been marched into the country, 
and to-morrow they will proceed for the harbour. The ene­
my's boats also ftll into my hands, consisting of two gun­
boats, ~!l,d f.\'e barges, some of which carried howitzers. 
Of 120 men, and a few Indians, my loss does not exceed 
one man of the ri£lc corps, wuunded. 

I cannet suffi .. ienrly ext"l the conduct of the officers who 
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served under me, who were lieutenants M'Intosh, Calhoull~ 
Macfarland, Armstrong, Smith, and ensign Aus~in. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) . D. APPLING. 

Brigadier-genfrql Edm,und P. Gaines, 
cominandingat Sackett's Harhour. 

GENERAL OHDERS. 
Head-Jtuarters, Sackett's Harhour, 1st June, 181.(,. 

The brigadier-general has the satisfaction to announce te 
the troops under his command, the defeat and capture of a 
.British force, consisting of 186 marines and sailors, with two 
gun-boats and five barges, under the command of captain 
Popham, of. the royal navy, by a detachment of 120 rifle­
men and a,few Oneida warriors, under the command of ma­
jor Appli'ng, of the first United States' ·rifle regiment. 

'Major Appling had been detached to protect the cannOll 
and nav;t:! stores at Oswego, destined for commodore Chaun­
cey's fleet. They were embarked on board a flotilla of bo~ts, 
in charge Qr. captain Woolsey of the navy, and had arrived 
safely' in Sandy Creek. They were pursued by the enemy, 
who was gallantly met by the riflemen, and, after an action 
of a few minutes, beaten, and taken, without the loss of a 
man on our' part-an Indian and one rifleman only wound­
ed. The Oneid~ warriors were not in the action until the • enemy began to retreat.. . 

• The riflemen were most judiciously posted along the bank, 
a short distance below captain Woolsey's boats, where the 
creek is narrow and shoal. Most of t.he men having been 
taken from the boats, and the enemy, amused, perhaps,. with 
the idea, that even the sight of a British force had been suf­
ficient to appal American riflemen, gave three cheers at the 
prospect of the ric.h prize before tI:tem; his joy was of sho~t 
duration, fo~ at thIs moment the rlftemen poured forth theIr 
deadly fire, which in about ten minutes terminated in his to­
tal defeat, leaving an officer and thirteen men killed, two of. 
ficers and twenty-eigl;tt men wounded (dIe officers and many 
of the men dangerously), the residue, consisting of ten pffi­
eers and 133 men, taken prisoners. •. 

The greatest praif!e is d~e to major Appling, for the very 
judicious manner in which his gallant little corps was posted., 
as well as for the cool, deliberate valour displayed throughout 
the action, and his prompt exertions in arresting the tragic. 
hand of his warriors, so soon as the enemy had struck. 
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:Major Appling speaks in .the highest terms of the courage 
and good conduct of his officers and men. The officers were 
lieutenants M'Intosh. Calhoun. M'Farland. Armstrong, and 
Smith. and ensign Austin. Captain Harris with his troop 
of dragoons, and captain l\'Iclvin with his two field-pieces, 
had made a rapid march, and would in a few minutes have 
been ready to participate in the action, had the enemy been 
able to make a stand. 

(Signed) E. P. GAINES, 
Brigadier-general commanding. 

Copy of a letter from commodore Chauncey, to the Secretary of 
the Navy. dated United States ship Superior, Sackett's Har­
hor, 2d June, ISU. 

Sir, • 
Finding it a most difficult task to transport our heavy guns 

on by land, I determined to get them to Stony Creek by wa­
ter, when we should have only about three miles land car­
riage to transport them to Henderson's harbour. from whrch 
we could bring them to this place by water. I directed cap­
tain Woolsey to send all the stores except the heavy guns up 
to North Bay, and to place the guns in bpats ready to move up 
or down the rin'r, but to be ready to start at a moment's no- . 
tice for Sandy Creek, whene\"er the coast was clear of the ene­
my's gun-boats, which hovered about the. cret:k in Mexico 
Bay. On the e\'ening of the 28th, captain Woolsey started, 
from Oswego with 18 boats, containing all our heavy guns, 
twelve cables, and a quantity of shot. Major Appling and 
the rifle corps accompanied the boats with about 130 rifle­
men. I had also esg-aged 130 Indi;\ns to traverse the shores 
for the purpose of protecting the boats if chased on shore, 
or into any of the creeks. Captain '\Voolsey proceedt:d un­
molested to Sand" Creek, where hI! arrived about noon Oil 

Sunday the 29th, ·with one boat missing, containing one cable 
and two 24 pounders. As soon as I receivt;:d information of 
the arriv<~l of the boats at Sandy Creek, the general at my 
request (hs~atched two pieces of artillery and captain Harris's 
co~pany. ot dragoons. Yes~crday morning I ordered captain 
Sm.lth WIth abo~t 1:49 manlles to Sandy Creek, and general 
Games very pohtely offered an additional force of about 300 

. artillery and infantry, under the command of that excellent 
offictr colonel l\Iitchell, to the samt: place; but before this 
force could reach the creek, the enemy was discovered in 
chase of Our look-out boats, and enten:d the creek a little 
after day-light; they landed and reconnoitred the shore-a 
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part of their force marched up on each side of the creek, 
while their gun-boats ascended {:autiousl~., occasionally firing 
into the woods. Major Appling disposed of his fone in the 
most judicious manner, and permitted the enemy to approach 
within a few yards of his atphuscade, when the riflemen and 
In'dians opened a most destructive fire upon the enemy, which 

'obliged th~m to surrender in <lhout ten minutes, with the foss 
of a number killed and wounded, and sevt'n boats taken, three 
of which were gun-boats, mounting 68,24,18, and 12-pound­
ers,/with some smaller arms. 

1he number of officers and men which the enemy entered 
the creek with, were about 200, but the number killed, wound­
ed, and taken prisoners, I am still ignorant of, as no return 
has been made to me; among the prisoners, however, are two 
post captains, four lieutenants, and two lie'utenants of the ma­
tines. 
. The conduct of major Appling and the troops under his 
command, has been highly honourable, and.they are entitled 
to my warm acknowledgments for the. zeal and ability with 
\v hich they have defended the guns and stores, for this sta­
tion. 

I have made arrangements for transporting the guns from 
Sandy Creek by land, which is about 16 miles. I hope to 
have them all here before the 10th. • 

I inclose herewith, for your information, captain Wool­
sey's report of his proceedings. 

I have the honour to be, &:c. 
, ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Hon. William Jones, Secretary of the Navy, Washington • 

• 
Copy of a letter from M. T. Woolsey, to Commodore t'hauncey, 
Sir, , Sackett's Harbor, ht .Tune. 

I have alreadv had the honour to inform "ou of the affair at 
Sandy Creek on'the 30th instant, but, for want of time at that 
J'tncture, I had it not in my power to give you the particu­
lars, and as the most of my communications, since measures 
were adopted for a push from qswego Falls to S tndy Creek, 
with the naval stores, have been made in great haste, I avail 
myself of a leisure moment to make a report in detail of my 
proceedings since' that period. On the 17th, I dispatched 
Mr. Huginan to :Mexico, to hire a number of ox teams, and 
to engage' a quantity of forage, &c. I also st'nt orders to Os­
wego, Falls to have an additional number of large wheds 

~ made, for transporting the guns and cables back across the 
th. portage, ~nd caused reports to be circulated in every di-
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rection that I had received yonr orders to send all the naval 
sto;"I:'S to Ont'id~ Lake, with oil possible expedition. On the 
morn ing cf £Ill"' 28th, when these rt ports were well in circu­
lation, and wr.,n ("s I have since heard from good authori­
h) thn h. d been faithfull~' detailed to sir James, I had the 
hon()llI~ to n"ceit'e, per express, ~ ollr communic.ation of the 
27th, \'e~li[w in me discretionary powers. I immediately' 
despatched\{ r. Dixon in the long gig, to reconnoitre the 
coast. I Wt nt with mv officers to the falls, to run tht boats 
down over the rapids.' At sun-set we arrived at Oswego 
with the boats (19 in number), loaded in all with 21 long 
32-pounders, ten 2-t--pound~rs, three 42-pounders (carro-
113des), an') ten c~hles, besides some light articles, and dis. 
tribu1td in tlk hz.tteaux a guard of about 150 riflemen, un •. 
der comm:ll1d of m:tjor Appling. Mr. Dixon having re­
turned with a report ()f the coast heing clear, we set off at 
dark, and arrived at Big Salmon River, about sun-rise on 
the 29th, with th ... loss of one boat, having on board two 
24-ponnders :md one cable. I cannot account for her hav­
ing st'paratt'd flom us" as even' possible: exertion was made 
to keep !he ht"'(!lde as compact as possible. 

At Big- Sdm.n we md the Oneidas, whom I had dis­
patch ... d th, dc,,' previous, under the command of lieutenant 
Hill of the nfle regiment. As soon as they had taken up 
their line of march along the shore to Big Sandy Creek, I 
started with all the boats, and arrived at noon at our place of 
destination, about 2 miles up the creek. In this laborious 
and hazardous duty, I fe~l much indebted to major Appling, 
his officers, and men, for their exertions, having assisted 
my officers and seamen in rowing the boats without a mo­
ment"s re'st, twelve hours, and about half the time enveloped 
in darkness and deluged with rain; also to some of the 
principal inhabitants of the village of Oswego, who volun­
teend their services as pilots. At 2 A. M. on the 30th, I 
recei\"Cd your letter of the 29th, 6 P. 1.\1., per express, anTi, 
agreeably to the order contained therein, sent lieutenant 
Pierce to look out as far as Stoney Point; about 5 o·dock he 
returned, havi."g bt::.en p~~su'ed b~: a gun-roat and 5 barges. 
The best pOSSible dispositIOn was made of riflemen and In­
dians, about half a mile below our boats. About 8 A. M. 
a cannonading at long shot was commenced bv the enemy, 
and belit"\'ing (a'-. I did) that no attempt wouid be made to 
land with their !>mJll forc.e, I ordered lieutenant Pierce to 
proceed in erecting sheers and making preparations to unload 
the boats; and, as all the teams had retrogaded jn cOF-
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'{uence of the cannonading; I sent in pursuit of them to re­
turn •. About 8 o'clock captain U2trris with ~ squadrcn of 
dragoons, and captain Melvin with- a company of light artil­
lery, and two 6-pounders, arrived. Captain Haitris, the. com­
manding officer, agreed with me, that this reinforcement 
should halt, as the troops" best calculated for a bush-fight 
were already on the ground where they could act to the 
greatest advantage, and that the enemy, seeing a large rein­
forcement arrive, would most probably retreat. About 10, I 

the enemy having landed and pushed up the . creek with three 
gun-boats, three cutters, and one gig; the riflemen, under that 

, excellent officer major Appling,. rose from their concealment, 
and after a smart fire of about to minutes, succeedecrin cap~ 
turing 'all the boats and their crews, without one paving es­
caped. At about 5 P. M~, after having buried, with the ho­
nours of war, Mr. Hoar~ (a British midshipman), ki1~ed in 
the action, I was relieved by captain Ridgley, whom you 
did me the honour to send to Sandy Creek for that purpose. 
All the prjsoners, except the wounded, having been removed, 
and expecting another attack at night, I remained to assist.· 
captain Ridgely in that event; but yesterday morning~ seeing 
nothing in the offing, I availed myself of my relief, and re­
turned to this place. In performing, to the best of my abi­
lities, the duty for which I was ordered to Oswego Falls, I 
have great satisfaction in acknowledging the unremitted ex­
ertions of lieutenant Pierce, sailing-master Vaughan. and 
midshipman Mackey, Hart, and Caton; also to major App­
ling; his officers, and men, for their kind assistance in the 
same duty. 

The report of killed, wounded, and prisoners, and also 
the number and description of the captured boats, has been 
already remitted by captain Ridgely and myself. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) M. T. WOOLSEY. 

Hon. William Jones, Secretary ojtlze Navy, Washington. 

-
. FURTHER OPEltATIONS ON LAKE ONTARIO. 

Copy oj a letter from Commodore Chauncey to the Secretary of 
the Nauy. dated United States ship Superior, Sackett's Har-
bour, June~O, 1814. '. 

Sir, " . ' 
Knowing that the enemy was contantly receiving naval an~ 

.Hitary stores at Kingston, by the St. Lawrence, I thought It 
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might be practicable to surpr~ze and capture a bri.gade of boats 
with ston's on hoard, and eIther destro\' or brmg them off; 
for this purpose I dired,-d lieutenant Gregor~' to take three 
gigs with onl\' one settee in each boat, and proceed down the 
St. Lawn'nce, secrete himself on some of the islands,. and 
watch a favourahle opportunity to surprize a brigade ofload­
ed boats, and either hrmg them off or destroy them, as cir­
cumstances would point out. 

Lieutl'nant Gregon' left here ,,·ith his party on the evening 
of the 15th instant, ~Ind proceeded to the" Thousand Islands," 
where he hauled his hoats on shure and concealed them; saw 
two brigadl:s of boats pass, one up the river with troops, of 
course too stronl; for our little party; the other down the river, 
empty, and not worth taking. 

Lieutenant Gregon' found the enemy had gun-boats sta­
tioned between Kingston and Prescott, within abollt six miles 
of each other, and that they had a telegraph and look-out in 
almost every high island, so that they convey intelligence 
with great expedition. 

Yesterda~' morning between nine and ten o'clock, lieuten­
ant Gregory finding hims\-lf discovered and a gun-boat close 
to him, he instantl~' formed the bold design to board her, 
which he did, and carried her without losing a man; one of 
the enemy was hadl)" wOllnded; she proved to be the fine 
gun-boat Black Snake, or No.9, and mounted one 18 pounder, 
and manned \\'ith 18 men, chiefh' royal marines (a list of 
which is inclosed) Lieutenant Gregory manned his prize and 
proceeded up the Si. La\\Tcnce, but was soon discovered and 
pursued by a very larl;e gun-boat mounting two heavy guns, 
and row, d with upwards of forty oars, which over-hauled 
him fast; he kept possession of his prize until the enemy 
threw their shot OVer him; he then very reluctantly (but I 
think properly), took all his prisoners out and scuttled the 
gun-boat, which sunk instantly, and escaped the enemy, 
although so heavily loaded. Lieutenant Gregory arri\'~d 
safe this morning with all his prisoners. 

~ermit me to recommend.this gallant young officer to your 
notIce ~nd pat~onag~; he IS n~t sur'p~ssed by any of his 
grade, m zeal, m'.elltgence, and mtrepldlty. Sailing master 
yaughan, a,nd Mr. Dixson" each commanding a gig under 
heutenant (.>r~g(jr~, are entJ\ie.d to my warm acknowledge­
ments fOl their zeal and activity on all oc.casions to render 
s~r~'ice to their country:, more particularly on the last expe­
Jlt1on, ,v hen, from theIr knowledge of the river, tJ1f': r::'r' 
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dered the most important services by pointing out the pro-
per channels to elude the pursuit of the enemy. . 
. Will you be pleased to direct in what manner .the prisoners 
are to be disposed of? 

I have the honour to be, &:c. . . 
ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Chauncey, to the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

United States ship Superior, 
Sir, Sackett's Harbour, 7th July, 1814.-

I am happy that I have it in my po W"er to detail to you 
another brilliant achievement of lieutenant Gregory with his 
brave companions. 

I received information some time since that the enemy 
was building a large schooner at " Presque Isle." I deter­
mined upon her destruction, but deferred the ex<:cution until 
she should be nearly ready for launching. Finding the alarm 
extensive down the St. Lawrence in consequence of taking 
the gun-boat Black Snake, I thought it a favourable oppor­
tunity to attempt something at " Presque Isle." On the 26th 
ultimo. I directed lieutenant Gregory to take with him Messrs. 
Vaughan and Dixon; proceed with the two largest gigs 
.to Nicholas Island (within about seven miles of' u Presque 
Isle" harbour), and there conceal his boats, and wait for some 
transportp which I had information were expected to take up 
provisions and munitions of war, which had been sent up the 
bay of Quinte for the troops at York and Fort George, but, 
if these transports did not make their appearance in three or 
four days, then to proceed to " Presque Isle;' and burn the 
vessel on the stocks, but with positive orders not to injure a 
private building dr any private property. The day after lieu­
tenant Gregory arrived on the coast, he discovered a vessel 
beating up, but just as he shoved off to board her, a large gun­
boat hove in sight a little below him. This boat made a sig­
nal to the vessel in the offing, upon which she tacked and 
stood for the" gun-boat. Lieutenant Gregory secreted his 
boats as well as he could, but was apprehensive that he had 
bee.n discovered. The gun-boatand her convoy (which was 
full of troops) stood into Presque Isle. Lieutenant Gregory 
was determined to ascertain whether he had been discover-

. ed; accordingly he sent one of his boats in the next night and 
took off one of the inhabitants, who informed him that it was 
known that he' \Vas on the coast, and that two expresses had 

VOL. Ii-, [DJ . 
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been sent'to Kingston in consequence. He therefore deter­
mined upon executing the latter part of his instructions, and 
made his arrangements acco' dlllgly, landed, placed sentinels 
at the houses '0 prevent alarm, and set fire to the n~ssel, 
",hie h \\as nearly read" to launch; she was a stout well-built 
vessel to mount 1-1. ~ illS, and would probably have been 
launched in about ten da\'s. A small store-house which con­
tained stores for the ves~el was unavoidably burnt, as it was so 
near the vessel that it took fire from her. Lieutenant Gre. 
go:'Y learnt from the inhabitants, that much property had 
been sent up a few days previous, that a company of the 
Glengan' regiment had been stationed there, but had been 
sent to York a few days hefore; another company was on its 
way from Kingston to replace them. The few militia which 
had been left to guard the vessel and property, retreated up­
on the approach of our boats. As soon as the vessel was en­
tjrel~' consumed, lieutenant Gregory re-embarked his men, 
without having permitted one of them to enter a house; find. 
ing the alarm so general he thought prudent to cross the lake 
immediately; he stopped one day at Oswego, for refreshment, 
and arrived here last evening, having performed a most dif. 
ficult service with his usual gallantry and good conduct. 

Lieutenant Gregory speaks in the highest terms of com­
mendation of sailing. master Vaughan and Mr. Dixon, as 
well as the men under his command, for their patient en. 
durance of hunger and fatigue, and the zeal with which they 
performed e\'ery part of their duty. 

I think, in justice to these bra\'e men, that they ought to 
be allowed something for the destruction of this vessel; they 
have, however, every confidence in the justice and liberality 
of the government, and submit their case most cheerfully to 
its dnislOn. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Hon. William Jones, &c. 

CtJPY oj a /etter Jrom C~m.modore Clwuncey fa tile Secretary 
of the Aavy, dated Clllted States sl!;p Superior, off tM 
Ducks, October 1, 1814. 

Sir, 
On the 28th instant, at day-light, we ('iscovered two of 

the e?em\ 's ships, standii1? Out of Kingston, under a press 
o~ saIl. .As soon as they dIscovered us, thev hove too. The 
WInd beIng fresh from the northward and e~stward and fair 
",-, leave hint;st(lll, I ,,<is i!lJ"l'':::'':d with a belief that sir 
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• James had gotllis large ship ready, and that he was coming out 
with his whole fleet. J immediately made sail, in order to gaill 
the wind; but as soon as we tacked for them, the enemy's 
ships filled, made sail on a w.ind. and soon after tacked from 
us. The weather being hazy, it soon became so thick a fog, 
that we could not discover <:>bjects more than a hundred yards. 
I, however, continued to beat too windward, and late in the 
afternoon it cleared up for a short time, when we discovered. 
the enemy's two ships outside of Nine-Mile Point; but as 
soon as he discovered that we had neared him considerably., 

. and in a situation to cut him ofT from Kingston, ~f he V611-

tured further out, he immediately made all sail, and beat in-
to his anchorage. • 

As no other part of the enemy's squadron made their ap­
pearance, and these two ships from their manrellvres evidently 
wished to escape us, it struck me, that the enemy °had learnt 
the movements of general Izard, up the la~e, and apprehend­
ing an attack upon general Drummond's army (which pro­
bably also was distressed for provisions), had induced °him 
to put on board these two ships, troops and provisions, and 
risque them for the relief of his army upon the Niagara 
frontier; the wind and thick foggy weather also favoured 
such a movement. I determined to frustrate hh designs if 
possible. Soon after sun-down, I anchored the fleet between 
the Galooes and Grenadier Island, for the purpose of keep­
ing them together, and put lieutenant Skinner, with an ad­
ditional number of men, on board of the Lady of the Lake, 
with orders to anchor between Plgeon and Snake Islands, 
and, if he discovered any movement of the enemy, to make 
me a signal with rockets, or guns, of his number, &c. It 
continued a thick fog during the night-the enemy made nC) 
movement, and the next morning, 29th, the weather clear­
ed up, with the wind to the westward-weighed with the 
fleet, and stood in for Kingston, until we opened the town­
sent the Lady of the Lake close in to reconnoitre, and as­
certain the state of forwardness of the nt:\v ship. Lieute­
nant Skinner found her .hauled off in the stream, and com­
pletely rigged, but sails not bent-four other ships and a 
large schooner lying also in the stream, and apparently ready 
to sail. . 

From present appearances, I have no doubt but the ene­
my will be on the lake, with his whole force, in the course of 
.a week, and I think his first movement will be to attemp. to 
retrieve, at Sackett's Harbour, what he lost at Plattsl>Urg. 
I hope, however, tha.t he will meet wit~ the same gallant re-< 
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sistance upon this lake, that he experienced on lake Cham- . 
plain. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, sir, your obe-
dient humble servant, 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
HOll. William Jones, H~ashington. 

Trom the same to the same. 

[Tllllcd States ship Superior, 
Sir, . oJ!the Ducks, 2d October, 1814. 

Having a very commanding breeze yesterday, I sent the 
Lady of the Lake into Kingston to reconnoitre. She stood 
close in with the forts and shipping, keeping just without the 
range of their shot, and had a fair view. The ships lay in 
the same positions as on the 29th, and the large ship still 
without her s1ils bent-no visible preparation to embark 
troops. I shall watch them in this position as long as possi­
ble, . without endangeriJ1g the safety of the fleet. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
Han. William Jones, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 

-
CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE CO-OPERATION OF THE 

FLEET ON LAKE O:\TAR.I0, WITH THE ARMY UNDER 

GENERAL :8ROWN. 

Copy of a letter from Commodo,-e Chauncey, to the Secretary of 
the Navy, dated United States ship Superior, off Kingston, 
August 10, lS14. 

Sir, 
Great anxiety of mind, and senre bodily exertions, have 

at length .broken down the best constitution, and subjected 
me to a nnlent fever that confined me for eighteen days. 
This misfortune was no more to be foreseen than prevent~d 
~ut was particularly severe ~t the moment it happened, as i~ 
mduced a delay of five or SIX days in the sailing of the fleet. 

In the early part of July, I expected the fleet would be 
made r~ady for sailillg b~' the lOlh or 15th; but many of the 
mechanICS were taken sick, and amongst them the block makers. 
and blacksmiths, so that the Mohaw k could not be furnished 
with blocks and iron work for her gun and spar decks, before 
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the 24th or 25th ultimo, when she was reported ready by cap. 
tain Jones. As considerable anxiety had been manifested by 
the public to have the fl,eet on the lake, I should have asked 
captain Jones to take charge of it· and go out. but I was 
then recovering mv health, and was confident I should be able 
in three or four days to on go board m~'sdf. There was an 
additional reason for submitting to this delay, in the difficulty 
I found in making the changes of commanders, neither of 
them being willing to be separated from his offir-ers and men, 
and a change of crews through the fket being inadmissible. 

In. the afternoon of the 31 st J uh', I Was taken on hoard, 
but it was calm, and I did not sail before the next morning. 
To satisfy at once whatever expectations the public had been 
led to entertain of the sufficiency of this squadron to take and 
maintain the ascendancy on this lake, and at the same time 
to expose the futility of promises, the fulfilment of which 
had lIeen rested on our appearance at the head of the lake, 
I got under way at four o'clock in the morning of the 1st in­
stant, and steered for' the mouth of the Niagara. Owing to 
light winds, I did not arJ;'ive off there before the 5th. There 
we intercepted one of the enemy's brigs, running over from 
York to Niagara with troops, and ran her on shore about six 
!",iles'to the westward of fort George. I .ordered the Sylph 
10, to anchor as near to the enemy as she could with safety, 
and to destroy her. Captain Elliott ran in a ver" gallant 
tnanner to within from three hundred to five hundred yards 
of her, and was about anchoring when the enemy set fire to 
her,and'she soon after blew up. This vessel was a schooner 
the last year, and called the Beresford; since they altered her 
to a brig, they changed her name, and I have not been able to 
ascertain it. She mounted 14 guns, twelve 24-pound car. 
ronades, and two long 9-pounders. 

Finding the enemy had two other brigs and a schooner in 
the Niagara river, I d~termined to leave a .force to watch 
them, and -sele.cted the Jefferson, Sylph, and Oneida for that 
purpose, and placed the whole under the orders of captain 
Ridgely. Jlaving looked into ~ ork, without discovering any 
vessel of the en~my, I left Niagara with the remainder of . 
the squadron on- the evening of the 7th, and arrived here the 
9th. We found one of the enemy's ships in the offing, and 
chased her into Kingston. 

l\iy anxiety to return to this end of the lake was increased 
by the knowledge I had of the weakness of Sackett's Harbour, 
and the apprehension that the enemy might rec.eive large re· 
inforcements at Kingston, and, embarking some of the troops' 
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on board his fi:'lt, make a clash at the harbour, and bul'D jt 
with all mv stores during our abst>nce When I left the 
harbour there were but about 700 regular troops fit for duty. 
It is true:-. a few militia had been called in, but little could be 
expected of them should an attack be made. nlY apprehen­
sion. it seem", was groundless, the enemy having contented 
himself with annc)\ ing in snme trifling degree the coasters 
between Oswego and the harbour in his boats. 

I canJl(lt_ forhear expressing the regret I feel that so much 
sensation has been excited in the public mind because the 
squadron did not sail so soon as the wise heads that copduct 
our new~papers bave presumed to think I ought. I need not 
,suggest to one of "our experience, that a man of war mayap­
pear to the eye of a landsman, perfectly ready for sea, when 
she is deficient in many of the most essential points of her 
armament, nor how umyorthy I should have proved myself 
of the high trust reposed in me, had I ventured to sea in the 
fact' of an enemy of equal force, without being ready to meet 
him in one hour after my anchor was weighed. 

It ought in justice to be recollected, that the building and 
equipment of vessels on the Atlantic, are unattended by any 
of the great difficulties which we have to encounter on this 
lake: there even department abounds with facilities. A 
commander makes a requisition, and articles of every de­
scription are furnished in twelve hours; but this fleet has 
been built and fitted in the wilderness, where there are no 
agents and chandler's shops and fOtlnderies, &c. &c. to sup­
ply our wants, but every thing is to be created; and yet I shall 
not decline a comparison of what has been done here, with 
any thing done on the Atlantic, in the building or equipment 
of vessels. The frigate Guerriere, for instance, has been 
building ;lnd fitting upwards of twelve months, in the city of 
Philadelphia, and is not now ready. The President frigate 
was sent into tht: navy yard at New York for some partial re­
pairs, a few days after the keel of the Superior was laid; since 
then two frigates of a large class, and two sloops of war of 
the largest class. have been built and fitted here, and have 
sailed before the President is ready for sea, although every 
article of their ar'.llamt'n~ an~ rigging has been transported 
from New York, 10 despite of obstacles almost insurmounta­
ble. I will go Jartht'r, sir, for it is due to the unremitted and 
unsurpassed txertions of those who have served the public 
under my ~ommand~ and ~Jll challenge the world to produce 
a paralld 111stance, 111 whIch the same number of vessell of 
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such dimensions have been built· and fitted in the same time, 
by the same number of workmen. 

I confess .that I am mortified in not having succt'f"dt'd in 
sat!s~ving the expectations of the public, but it would be in­
finitely more painful, could I find any want of zeal or exer­
tion in my endeavours to serve them, to which 1 could in any 
degree impute their disappointment. 

I have the honour to be, sir. with the utmost respect, your 
most obedient and very humble servant. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
Hon. William Jones, Secretary of the Navy. 

Extract of a letter from Commodore Chaul1ce~ to the Secf'etary 
of the Navy, dated on board the. United States skip Supe­
rior, off Kingston,. August 10th, 1814. 
" 1 have been duly honoured with your letters of the 19th. 

and 24th July.· -. 
"·1 do assure you, sir, that I have never been under any 

pledge to meet general Brown at the head of the lake; but 
on the contrary, when we parted· at Sackett's Harbour, I 
told him distinctly, that I should not visit the head of the 
lake, unless the enemy's fieet did. 

" I can ascribe the intimation of general Brown, that he 
expected the co-operation of the fleet to no other motive, 
than a cautious attempt to provide an apology for the public, 
against any contingent disaster, to which his army might be 
be exposed. . . 

"But, sir, if anyone will take the trouble to examine the 
topography of the peninsula (the scene of the general's ope­
rations), he will discover that this fieet, could be of no more 
service to· general Brown, or his army, than it could to an 
aT-my in Tennesee. 

"General Brown has never been able to penetrate nearer 
to Lake Ontario, than to Queenstown, and the enemy is in 
possession of all the intermediate country; s.o that I could 
not even communicate with the army, but by a circuitous 
route of 70 or 80 miles. 

" Admitting general Brown could have invested fort George, 
the only service he could have derived from the fieet, would 
be our preventing the. supplies· of the enemy from entering 
the Niagara river; for the water is so shallow, that the large 
vessels could not approach within two miles of their works, 

"General Brown had therefore .two abllndantly sufficient 
reasons for not, expecting the co-operation of this Heet; it was 
Ilot promised to him-and was chimerical in itself. 
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"Mv fixed determination has always been to seek a meet· 
ing with the enem" the moment the flee~ was ready, and to 
deprive him of an apology for not meetIng me, I have sent 
four guns on shore from the ~uper.ior, to re~uce her ar~a­
ment in number to an equalIty with the PrInce Hegent s, 
yielding the advantage of their 68-pounders. The Mohawk 
mounts two guns less than the Princess Charlotte, ~nd the 
Montreal and Niagara are equal to the General Pike and 
lVladison. I have detached, on separate service, all the brigs, . 
and am blockading his four ships, with our four ships, in the 
hope that this may induce him to come out." 

Copy of a letter from 1I1ajor-General Brown, to Commodore 
Chauncey, 

• Head-§2Jtarters, f0.leensto7Vll, July 13th, 1814 • 
• l\Iy dear sir, . 

I arrived ~ this place on the 10th, as I assured you that 
with the blessing of God I would. All accounts agree that the 
force of the ent'm:. in Kingston is very light; meet me on 
the lake shore, north of Fort George, with your fit'et, and we 
will be able, I h:lVe no doubt, to settle a plan of operation 
that will break down the power of the enemy in Upper Ca­
nada, and that in tht: course of a short time. At all events 
let me hear from you; I have looked for your fleet with the 
greatest anxiet~ since the 10th. I do not doubt my ability to 
meet the enem\, in the field, and to march in any direction 
over his COllntn, ~'our fleet carr~'ing for me the necessary 
supplies_ \Ve C~lll threaten forts George and Niagara, and 
carry Burlington Heights and York, and proceed direct to 
Kingston and carry that place, For God's sake let me see 
you; sir James ,,,ill not fight, two of his vessels are now in 
Niagara river. 

If ~'ou conclude to meet me at the head of the lake and 
that immediatel~., have the goodness to bring the guns' and 
troops that I. have ordcr~d from the harbour; at all events, 
ha\'e the pohtent'sc; to let me know what aid I am to expect 
from the fleet of Lake Ontario, 

There is not a duubt r,:sting in my mind, but that we have 
between us the. cO.mmand of slIffici:nt means to conquer Up­
per Canada wlthl.n two month~, If there is a prompt and 
zealous co-operatIo~, and ,a vigorous application of these 
means; now IS our tune, beiore the enemy can be greatly re-
inforced. Yours truh' 

(Signed) , J Aeon BHOWN'. 
CCl'!mt;dt;r~ Chauncey. 
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Cop,! oJ a {titer from Commodl)re Chauncey, to Major-General 
Brown, dated United States ship Superior, off King-ston, 
August 10th, 1814. . 

Sir, . 
Your letter of the 13th ultimo was received by me on a 

sick bed, hardly able to hear it read, and entirely unfitted to 
reply to it. I, however, requested general Gaines to ac­
qUl\int·you with my situation, the probable time of the fleet's 
sailing, a~d my views of the extent of its c<r-operation with 
the army. . 

. From the tenor of your letter, it would appear that rmt 
had calculated much upon the co-operat,ion of the fleet. You 
cannot surely have forgotteil the conversation we held on 
this subject at Sackett's Harbour, previous to your departure 
for Niagara. I then professed to feel it my duty as well as 
inclination to afford every assistance in my power to the army, 
and to co-operate with it whenever it could be done without 

10sing sight of this great object, for the attainment of which 
this fleet had been created, to wit: . the capture or destruction 
of the en-my's.fleet; but I then distinctly stated to you, that 
this was a primarr object, and would be first attempted; and 
that you must not expect the fleet at the head of the lake, un­
less that of the enemy should induce us to follow him there. 

I will not suffer myself to believe that this conversation 
was'misunderstood or has since been forgotten. How tlien 
shall I account for the intimation thrown out to the public in 
your despatch to the gecretary of war, that you expected the 
fleet to co-operate with you? Was it friendly. or just, or 
honourable, not only to furnish an opening for the public, but 
thus to assist them, to infer that I had pledged myself to meet 
you on a particular day, at the head of the lake, for the pur­
pose of co-operation? and in case of disaster to your army, 
thus to turn their resentment from YOll, who are alone res· 
ponsible, upon me, who could not by any possibility have pre­
vented or retarded even vour discomfiture? You well·kno\v, 
sir, that the fleet could ;10t have rendered you the least ser­
vice during your late incursion upon Upper Canada. Yon 
have ·not been able to approach Lake Ontario on any point 
nea"er than Queenstown, and the enemy were then in pos­
session of all the country between that place and the shore of 
Ontario, and that I could not even communicate wit~ you 
without makinga circuit of 70 (~)J' 80 miles. I woul~ ask,?f 
what possible! use the fleet could have been to you, eIther In 

threatening or investing For~ George, when the shallpwness 
vot. nr. [E] 
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of the water alone would prevent an approach with these 
t5hips within two miles of that fort or ~iagara? To pretend 
that the fled could n'nder the le<t"t assIstance ID your pro­
jected captme of Burlington Heights on your route' to Kings­
ton, is still more romanti~'; for it is '\"1:·11 known the fleet could 
not approach within nine mill"s of those heights. 

That ,'ou mi{Yht find the fled somewhat of a convenience 
in the transpnr~ation of pro\'isi( n,,'and stores for the use of 
the army, and an agreeable appendage to attend its marches 
and counterm;lrches, I am read" to bdievt'; hut, sir;the secre­
tarv of the na\'\' has honollred us with a higher dt'stiAY; we 
are intended to 'seek and to fight the enemy's fleet. This is the 
great purpose of the ljo\'t'rnQ'lt'nt in creating this Beet, and I 
shall not be di,'erted in m\' efforts to t'ffectuate it by any 
sinister attempt to render us ~ubordinate to, or an appendage 
of the al'm\'. 

We ha\'~ one common ohject in the annoyance, defeat, and 
destruclion of the l'nt'm\', and I shall always cheerfully unite 
with any military commander in the promotion of that object. 

I am, sir, with great c'onsideralion and resp'ect, your most 
obedient servant, 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
l1fajor-Gmeral Jacob Brown. 

Copy oj a letter from ilIajor-General Brown to Commodore 
. Chauncey, dated Head §?...uarters, Bl!lfalo, Sept. 4, 1814. 

SIr, 
Your letter of the 10th ultimo, after going the rounds., 

was delivered cO me a few days si~ce, on my way to this 
place. 

The exception you take at my letter to the secretar\', would 
be very r'ason'abk and proper, ptm'ided the fleet of J~ake 
Ontano was ~'otlr (,ri,'att' prorer'~', OVer which the govern­
ment hall no c(·nrroul. But as I havl' been induced to believe 
that it, was the property of the nation, suhject to the orders 
of the government; and as the government led me to believe 
tha,t th~ fleet under your command would be upon Lake On­
tano, to co-operate with m\' division of the arm" the first 
~eek in J ul~', I have dt't'mt'd it fit and proper to 'let the na­
tIOn know, tWat the support I had a right to expect was not 
afforded me. 

I (onsider my ron(luct towards yourself and the navy, as 
not on y honourahle,but, sir,as beingven liberal and friend-
1)" from the date of my report of the hattie at Sackett's Har­
b~ur to tht: pres~nt hour. The troops under 'my command 
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have always been dispostd 'of so as to meet your views to the 
extent of my power and authority; and as far as was consist­
ent with the'· rights and the honour of the army. 

Your information appears \'er~' incorrect as to the situation 
of the army, previolls to .the arrival of reinforcements with 
lieutenant-general'Drummond. From the 9th of July to the 
24th the whole country was in our power from ·Fort George to 
Burlington Heights; and could the army have been supplied 
with provisions from the depots provided Of} the shores of 
Lake Ontario, we should not have doubtt'd our ability (with­
out reinforcements' or additional guns) to carry the height8~ 
when we could have returned upon Forts Geor'ge and Niagara. 
or advanced UpOll Kingston (as might have been thought 
most advisable), with the cO,-operation of the fleet. 

You speak of responsibility. I do not desir~ you, or any 
man, to be responsible for me. I have endeavoured to exe­
cute the orders given me; Sllccess has not attended my en­
deavours; but I humblv trust in heaven that the honour of 
the brave men erHruste-d to' my command has been and will 
be preserved, let what may happen. 

It will be·very difficult to retire from Fort Erie, pressed as 
the remains of my gallant little arlJly are,9Y a sup.eli,.r force 
of the enemv. But no other alternative will be left us, Ull­

less reinforc~ments speedily arrive. The militia are coming 
in 'in very considerable numbers, but it is not yet ascertained 
how many of them will cross. The secretary has given me 

• to understand, that general Izard would 'move to the St. L3W­

rence, with a view of attacking Kingston (should he and you 
deem that measure advisable) Should you decide otherwise, 
that general Izard should come with, or send to me a rein­
forcement of from two to three thousand men . 

• 1 have not heard from general Izard, and begin to appre­
hend that something has occurred, to retard or prevent his 
movement. I will thank you for any information you can 
sive me on this subject. • 

1 am, sir, with" great consideration and respect, your mijt 
obedient serv~nt, 

Commodore Isaac Chauncey. 
JACOB BROWN. 
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AMERICAN AND BRITISH ACCOUNTS OF THE CAPTURE: or 
FORT ERIE, AND BATTLE OF CHIPPEWA PLAINS. 

GENERAL ORDEHS. 

. Adjutant-Genrral's o.Iftce, left division, July 2d, 1814. 
Major-general Brown has the satisfaction to announce to 

the troops of his division on this frontier, that he is autho­
rized by the orders of his government to put them in motion 
against the encmr- The first and second brigades. with the 
other corps of artillery, will cross the streights before them 
this night, or as early to-morrow as possible. The necessary 
instructions have heen given to the brigadiers, and by them 
to the commanding officers of regiments and corps. 

Upon entering Canada, the bws of war will gO\.-ern: men 
found in arms, or otherwise engaged in the service of the 
enemy, will be treated as enemies; those behaving peacea­
bly, and following their private occupatio~s, will be treated 
as friends. Private property in all cases will be held sacred: 
public property. wherever found, will be seized a~d disposed 
of by the commanding general. Our utmost protection will 
he given to all who actually join, or who evince a desire to 
join us. 

Plundering is prohibited. The major-general does not ap· 
prehend any difficulty on this account with the regular army. 
or with honourable volunteers, who press to the standard of . 
their country, to avenge her wrongs, and to gain a name in 
arms.-Profligate men, who follow the army for plunder, 
must not expect that they will escape the vengeance of the 
gallant spirits who are struggling to exalt the national char~c­
ter. Any plunderer shall be punished with death, who may 
be found violating this order.. . 

By ord'..:r of the major-general. 
C.K. GARDNER,. 

• !-tfjutant-general • 

Copy oj a letter from Major-General Brown to the Secretary oj 
. War, dated Chippewa Plains, 6th July, 1814.' . 

Slr~ 
. Excuse my silence. I ha.\·e been much eng~ged. Fort Erie 

did not, as I assured you It should not, detain me a single 
day. At 11 o'clock on the night of the 4th I arrived at this 
place with the rescn'e, general Scott havi~g taken the posi-

i . , 
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tion about noon, with the van. My arrangements for turn­
i~g and taking inn:ar the enemy's positIOn east of Chippewa 
was made, when major-general Riall, suspecting our inten­
tion, and adhering to the rule that it is better to give than 
to receive an atta~, came from behind his wurks abuut five 
o'clock in fhe afternoon of the Si.h, in order of battle. We 
did not baulk him. Before six o'clock hi~ line was broken and 
his forces defeated, leaving on the fidd four hundred killed 
and wounded. He was closely prt'ssed, Jnd ''liauld be utlerly 
ruined, but for the proximity of his worb, whither he fled 
for shelter. The wounded of the t'nem,' and those of Ollr 
own army must be attended to. They will be rt.moved to 
Buffalo. This, with my limited means ·of transportation, will 
take a day or two, after which I shall advance, not doubting 
but that the gallant and accomplished troops I lead will break 
down all opposition between me and Lake Ontario, when, if 
mtt bv the fieet, all is well-if not, under the favour of hea­
,;en, we 'shall behave in a way to avoid disgrace. . My de­
tailed report shall be made in a day or two. I am, with ·the 
highest respect, s.c. .. 

Hon. Secretary of War. 
JACOB BROWN. 

. GENERAL ORDERS . 
.Adjutant-General:s office, leJtdivision, Chippewa Plains, 

6th July. 1814. 
Major-general Brown has the:: satisfaction to say that the 

soldiers of the second division, west of the Niagara, merits 
.w-eater applfuse than he is able to bestow in general orders­
they merit the highest approbation of their country. The 
conduct of brigadier-general Scott's brigade, which had the 
opportunity to engage the whole force of the enemy (the 
greater part it is believed of all within the peninsula), re­
moves, on the day of this battle, the reflection on our coun­
try, that its reputation in arms is yet to be established. His 
brigade consists of battalions of the 9th, the 11th, and the 
25th regiments, and a detachment of the 22d. Towson's 
company of artillery, which was attached to it, gallantly com-
menced, and, with it, sustained the action. . 

The volunteers arid Indians performed their .part-they 
drove the enemy's Indians and light troops until they met the 
British army: they merit the general's approbation. In the 

. report of killed and wounded, the names of the wounded 
officers will be given, in order that they may be rewarded 
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with that honourable mention which is due to them. By or­
der of major-general Brown. 

C. K. GARDNER, 
Adjutant-general • 
• 

Copy of a letter from fliajor-General Brown to t~f' Secreta­
ry of War, dated lIead-~.wrters, Chippewa Plain,~, July 
7th, 1814. 

D~ar Sir, 
On the 2d instint I issued my orders for crossing the 

Niagara rive r, and made the arrangements deemed neees­
sar" for seclIr;'lg : he ~arrison of Fort Erie.-On the 3d that 
po;t sllrrendaed, at five P. ". Our loss in this affair was 
four of the 25th rt'~imt'nt, under major Jessup, of brigadier­
general Scott's brigade, wounded. I have inclosed a return 
of the prisonas. of the ordnance, and ordnance stores cap­
tured. • 

To secure m~' rear I have placed a garrison in this fort, 
and' requested captain Kennedy to statiqn his ve~sels near the 
post. 

On the morning of the 4th, brigadier-general Scott, with 
his brigade and a corps of artilleT\', was ordered to advance 
towards Chippewa, and he governed h~' circumstances, tak­
ing care to se<;ure a gOlld militar\' position for the night. Af­
ter some skirmishing with the enem,', he selected this plain 
with the eye of a soldier; his right resting on the river, 
and a ravine being in front. At 11 at night I joined him with 
the reserve under general Hipley, our field and battering train, 
and corps of artillery unda major Hindman. ~eneral Por-. 
ter <lrrived the next morning with a part of the New-York 
and PC'nns\ lvania volunteers, and some of the warriors of. 
the Six N ;,tions. 

Early in the morning of the 5th, the enemy commenced a 
petty ~\'ar .upon our pickets. and, as he was indulged, his pre­
sumpuonmcreaserl: by noon he shewed himself on the left 
of our ext~rior line, and attacked one of out' pickets as it, 
was retu) mng to camp. 

C~ptain T. eat, who commanded it, retirt'd disgracefully, 
leavm~ a. woundt'd man on the ground. Captain Biddle, of 
t~e arc,lla~', wh() was ~ear the scene, imptlled h\' feelings 
hIghly honourabl,.., to hl~) ~,s a. soldier ~nd ofli"er, promptly, 
assumed the command (l' thIS picket, led It back to the wound­
e~ man, and brou~ht h.im off the field. I ordered captain 
1 reat, on the spot, to retire from the arm\' and as I am anxious 
that no officer shall r~main under my c~mm~nd who can he 
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suspeeted of cowardice, I ad"ic:e that captain Treat and lieu­
tenant *, who was also with the pic ket, be struck from 
the rolls of the arm~t. . 

At four o'clock in tht· afternoon, agree:lbly to a plan I had 
given general Porter, he ad,'anced from the rear (If our camp, 
with the vglunteers and Indians (taking the woods, in order 
to keep oul o{ view of the Cnem\) with the bope of bringing 
his pickets and scouting parties bt'lween his (Ponel-'s) lint· of 
march and our camp. As Porter moved, I ordered tht par­
ties advanced in front of our camp to fall back graduaJl~', un­
der the enemy's fire, in order to draw him, if possiblt·, lip 
to ourline.-About half past four the ad,'ance of general Por­
ter's command met the light rarties of the enemy in the 
woods, upon our extreme left. The enemr were driven, and 
Porter advancing near to Chippewa, met their whole column 
in order of battle. From the cloud of dust rising-, and the 
heavy firing, I was led to conclude that the entir~ force of 
the enemy was in march, and prepared for action. I imme­
diately ordered general Scott to advance with his brigade 
and Towson's artillery, and meet them upon the plain in 
front of our camp. The general did not expect to be grati­
fied so soon with a field engagement. . He advanced in the 
most prompt and officer-like style, and in a few minutes was 
in close action upon the plain, with a superior force of Bri-

• The name omitted in the letter. 
t Immediately aiter the battle, general Brown issued an order suspend­

ing captain Treat from command. Captain Tl'eat demanded a COllrt of 
inquiry. It Was not granted, bllt a court-martial was ordered at. Fort Erie. 
The left di vision of the army marched to Sackett's Harbour soon after, and 
the court was dissolved. 

Captain Treat immediately proceeded to Sackett's Harhonr, by permis­
sion from major-general Izard; and requested another Coul't-martial. ~I:l.­
jor-genel'at Brown, on the 5th of April, 1815, after the repeated solici­
~ations of captain Treat, issued an order organizing :l. court, consist­
mgof 

Colonel ;\I'Feely, president. 
l.ieutenant-colonel Smith, major Croker, major Boyle, major M'llhen-

ny, major Chane, and captain "Vhite, members. 
Captain Seymour, supernumerary. 
Lieutenant Anderson, of the 13th regiment, judge advocate. 
The court met and proceeded on the tl'ial the 6th April, 1815, at Sack­

ett's Harbour. They closed the in\'estigation on the 8th ~I ay; when cap­
tain 'fl'eat was honourably acqliittcd. 

The following is a copy of the decision of the CO\ll't-
" After mature deliberation on the testimom' adduced .. the court find 

the accused, captain Joseph Treat, 0 fthe 21st'infantl·.". not guilty of the 
charge or specification prefened against him, and do honolll'ab)y acquit 
him." 

The sentence of the court was approved by major-general Brown, and 
promulgated on the 28th June-at Sackett's Hal'bour, 
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tish regular troops. By this time general Porter's command 
had given wa~', and fled in. every dire.ction, notwjth~tan~ing 
his personal ganan'l-~', and great eXt'rtJons to stay theIr flIght. 
The r"treat of the ,'oIllnteers and Indians caused the ~ft 
flank of general Scott's hrigade to be greatly exposed. Cap­
tain Harris, with his dragoons, was directed to ..atop the fu­
gitives, behind the ravine fronting our camp; apd'l sent colo­
nel Gardner to order general Ripley to advance with the 21st 
regiment, which formtd part of the reserve, pass to the left 
of our camp, skirt the woods so as to keep alit of view, and 
faB upon the rear of the enemy's right flank. This order was 
promptly obeyed, and the greatest exertions were made by 
the 21st regimt'nt to gain their position and close with the 
enem~-; but in ,'ain-for such was the zeal and gallantry of 
the line commanded b~' general Srott, that its advance upon 
the enemy was not to be checked. Major Jessup, comman~­
ing the left fbnk battalion, fillding himself pressed in front 
and in flank, and his men falling fast around him-ordered 
his battalion to" support arms and advance;·'-the order was 
promptly obeyed, amidst the most deadly and destructive fire. 
He gained a more secure position, and returned upon the 
enemy so galling a di'scharge as caused them to retire. By 
this time their whole line was falling back, and our gallant 
soldiers ?ressing lIpon them as fast as possible. As soon as 
the enem\ had gained the sloping ground clescendingtowards 
Chippewa, and (listant a quarter of a mile, he broke and ran 
to his works. In this effort he was too successful, and the 
guns from his batterie.s opening imml:'diately upon our line, 
checkl:'d in !!ome degree the pursuit. At this moment I re­
solved to bring up all my ordnance, and force the place by 
a direct attack, and gave the order accordingly. 'Major 
Wood of the corps of engint"ers, and m\' aid, captain Aus­
tin, rode to the bank of tht-creek towards the right of their 
line of works,. and t"xamined them. I was indl1ce(~ by dieir 
report, the latent'S!> of the hour, and the advice of general 
Scott and major Wood, to order the forces to retire to camt>. 

My most. difficult duty remains to be performed-I am 
depressed Wit~l the. fear of not being able to do justice to my 
brave compamons m arms, and apprehensi\'e, that some who 
had an opportunity of distinguishing themselves, and promptly 
embraced it, will Escape my notice. • 

Brigadier-general Scott is entitled to the highest praises 
our :~l'~t~y can bestow-to him more than any other man 
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of the 9th, lith, and 25th rcgim'ents did his duty, with a 
zeal and energy worthy of the American character •• When 
every officer stands so pre-eminently high in the path of duty 
and honour,.it is impossible to discriminate, but I cannot de­
prive myself of the pleasure of saying that major Laven­
worth commanded the 9th and 22d, major Jessup the 25th, 
and major M'Neil the 11th. Colonel Campbell was wounded 
early in the action, gallantly leading on his regiment. 

The family of general Scott were conspicuous in the field; 
lieutenant Smith of the 6th infantry, major of brigade, and 
lieutenants Worth and Watts his aids. 

From general Hipley and his brigade, I received every as­
~istance that I gave them an opportunity of rendering. I did 
not order any part of the reserve into action, until general 
Porter's command had given way, and then general Scott"s 
movements were s.o rapid and decisive, that general Ripley 
could not get up in time with the 21st, to the position as di­
rected. The corps of artillery under major Hindman, were 
I]ot generally in action-this was not their fault-captain 
Towson's company was the only one that had a full oppor. 
tunity of distinguishing itself, and it is believed that no com­
pany ever embraced an opportunity, with more zeal, qr more 
success. 

A detltchment from the 2d brigade, under the command'of 
lieutenant M'Donald, penetrated the woods with the Indians 
and volunteers, and for their support. The condm,tof M'Do­
nald and his command reflects high honour upon the brigade 
to which they belong. ' 

The conduct of general Porter has been conspicuously gal­
lant. ~very assistance in his power to afford, with the descrip­
tion of force under his command, has been rendered. We 

, could not expect him to contend with the British column of 
l'egQlars which appeared upon the plains of Chippewa. It was 
no cause of surprise to me" to see his com.mand r,etire before 
this column •. 

Justice forbids that I should omit to name my own family. 
They }:ield to none in honourable zeal" intdligence, and at­
tention to duty. Colonel Gardner, major Jones, and my aids, 
captains Austin and Spencer, have been as active and as much 
devoted to the cause, as any officers of the army. Their con­
duct merits my warmest acknowledgments; of Gardner and 
J ones I shall have occasion agairr to speak to you. 

Major Camp, deputy quarter-master-general; deserves my 
particular notice and approbation. By his great exertion I was 

v ('fL. !-.... rFJ 
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enablt'd to find the means of crossing. Captain Daliba. of 
the ordnance departmt nt has rendered every service in his 
power. . 

The inclosed return will shew YOU our loss, and furmsh 
you \\ ith the names of the dead and wounded offic~rs. These 
gallant men must not be forgotten. Our country WIll remem­
ber them, and do them ju~tice. 

Hespectfully and truly yours, 
JACOB BHO\VN. 

Hon~urahle John Armstrong, Stcretary at War. 

lnsputor-Genl'1'al's rdfice, Head-&;Jmrters, lift division, 
Chippewa, 9th July, 1814. 

Rl:'turn of lb· killed, \WllOdt d, and prisoners of the enemy. 
in the anion cd the fi! th instant, fought on the plains, within 
half a mile of Chippewa, between the left division of·the 
Unit( d States arm~, commanded by major-general Brown, 
:ilnd the English forces, under the-command of major-general 
Riall. , 

Killed, 3 c?ptains,:3 subalterns, and 87 rank and file of the 
rt'gular troops.-Woundf:'d, 2 captainsofthe FirstRoyalScots, 
1 lieutenant 01 the toolh rt'giment, and 92 rank and file of the 
Ro\'al Sco~s, 8\h, and 100th regiments.-Prisoners, 1 captain 
of the Indians, and 9 rank and file of the regulars.-Killed 
in the woods, of the Indians 87, 0 the militia and regulars 
lB.-Indian pI isonns, 1 chief and 4 pri\'ates. 

R~capitul(ltio1/,-Killtd, 3 c~ptains, 3 subalterns, and 192 
rank and filc.- \Vollnded and prisoners, 2 captains, 1 su­
bahnn, and 9~ rank and fik.-Prisoners, 1 captain, and 14 
rank and file.-Total, 6 captains, 4. subalterns, and 298 rank 
and file. 

Total of the enem~' placed hors de combat, that we ha\'e. 
ascertained beyond a d, 'ubt, 6 captains, 4 subalterns, and 298 
rank and file. Those reported under the head of wounded 
and prisoners werc so !in'ertly illjured, that it would have 
been imprac~i~~blt: for them to ha\ e escaped. Th~ en~my had 
the ~ame faCIlItIes of carryir.g their wounded from the field 
at the COlllmencement of the action as ourselves, and there 
can be no doubt, from lhe information that I bave' received 
from unquestionable SOll'rces, that thn carried from the field 
as many of their wounded as are rep(;rted above: in the total. 

AZ. ORN·E,. 
Assistant Inspector-gt7!£ral. . -
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. Report of tI,e killrd and TfJounded of the left division, command­
ed hy ftIajor-General Brown, in the m·tion of. tht' 5tll July, 
1814, on the pla.ins if Chippewa, Upper Canada. 

Head-SZuarters, Camp Chippewa, 7th Jll~lI, 1814.-. 
Artillel'y.-KiUed, 4 privates; wounded ·sevcrllr, a corpo. 

rals, 5 privates; 8 private~ slightly. . 
General Scott's brigade.-9th infal1try-killed, 2 musicians,? 

11 privates-wounde~ severely, 1 captain, 2 sllbalterns, 2 
corp?rals, 19 privates-slightly, 2 serjeants, 19 private,s._ 
22d mfantry attached-killed,. 8 privates, wounded severely, 
1 captain, 8 privates-slightly, 2 serjeants, 33 privates.-11th 
infantry-killed, 1 serjeant. -io corporals, 10 pri~att:s-\\'ound.­
ed severely, 1 colonel, 1 subaltern, 3 stljeants, 5 ,corp~ral~; 
28 privates-slightly~ 3 serjeants, 19 pri"ates.-2:3d .jnfantry 
-:killed, 1 serjeant, 4, priva~es-woUljded stn!'t:ly,' 1 cap­
tam, 2 subalterns, 5 serjeants, 2 corporals, 37 privates_ 
slightly, 2 serjeants, 2 corporals, 1 musician, 19 privates. 

Of General Ripley·s Brigade.-21st regiment, Ilont-19th 
infantry attached-killed, 3 privates-severely ,,"ollnded, 2 
privates-missing, 2.-23d infantry-severely wounded, l 
pr.vate. " , 

Of brigadier-general P. B. Portet·'s command.-Fenton's 
regiment of Pennsylvania militia-killed, 3 privates, severely 
wounded, 1 private, slightly, 1 private, missing, 3- officers, 4 
non-commissioned officers and privates.-Corps of Indians­
killed, 9 privat~s, severely wounded, -io, slightly, 4, missing~ 
10.-Grand total-2 serjeaI)ts, 4 corporals. 2 musicians, 52 
privates killed.-l colonel, 3 captains, 5 subalterns, 8 ser­
jeants, 11 corporals, 105 privat·.::s, severely wounde

o
d,_9 

serjeants, 2 corporals, 1 musician, 193 privates, slightly 
wounded,-3 officers, 16 non-cummissioned officers and pri­
vates missing.-Total, non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, 316. -Aggregate, 328. 

Names ani rank of officers wounded. 
Colonel CampbG.lI, 11th infantry, severely; knee-pan frae .. 

tured.-Captain King, 22d infantry; dangerously, shot wound 
iri the abdomen.-Captain Rt'ad. 25th infantry, badly; flesh 
wound in the thigh.~Captaill Han ison 42d, doing duty in 
the 9th infantry, severely; thigh amputatedo-Lieutenant Pal­
mer,adjutant 9th infantry, severely; shot-wound in th,e should­
er.-Lieutenant Barron, 11 th infantry, severeh .-Lleutenant 
De Witt,25th infantry, severely.-Lieutenant 'Patchim, 25th 
infantry, badly; flesh-wound in, the thigh.-Lieutenant Brim .. 
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hall, 9th infantry,slightly.-Note-The slightly wounded are 
fast recovering. 

C. K. GAHDNER, 
Adjutant-general. 

;'I~jJector-GeneraI'3 office, Head-&?!!arters, lift division, 
. Camp Mar Fort Erie, July 3. 

Return of the British prisoners of war, who surrtmdered hy 
capitulatioll with F-rt Erit: on the afternoon of the 3d JU~lf, 
L)14, to the left division of the United States army, under 
the command of flfajor-Gt'lIcral Brown. 
8~h or King-s regiment, 1 major.-Royal artillery, 1 lieu­

tenant, 1 corporal, 1 bombardier, and 19 gunners.-l00th 
regiment, 1 captain, 2 lit::utt::nants, 1 ensign, 4 serjeants, 5 
corporals, 3 musicians, 98 privatt::s. 

RecapitulatioJl.-8th regimt::nt, 1 major.-Roral artillery, 
1 subaltern, 1 corpo(~l, 1 bombardier, 19 gunners.-l00th 
regiment, 1 captain, 3 subalterns, 4 serjeants, 5 corporals, 
3 musicians, 98 privates.-Aggregate, 137. 

lI-fajor-gnzeral Brown. 

AZ. ORNE 
Assistant hzspector-gme'al. 

Extract of a letter from General Brown, of the.t 7th July, 1814, 
to the Secretary of TVar. 

" The inclosed reports were made by order. I desired 
that the distillguished gallantry of the corps and the indivi. 
duals engaged in the bat Lie of the 5th should be well under,,:, 
stood by you and the nation. I have ascertained that the 
enemy had more regular troops engaged in this action than 
we had, and that his loss exceeds live hundred men. 

I fcel myself under great obligations to captain Kennedy, 
of the navy, for his prompt attention to my communications. 
He has affordcd, and is disposed to afford me, all the assistanco 
that is in his puwer to render." 

Sir, ~~leen8to'Wn, U. C. July 15th, 1814. 
By the general order of the 13th inst..ll1t, a methodical and 

detailed report is called f\ Ir, de~ignating the names of such 
persoll5, whether commissioned officns or others, who, in 
the action of the 5lh, contributed in a particular manner to 
the ~llccesslul result of that da\". 

I am not asked for an account of the dispositions made of 
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the troops under my comm IOd, dllring the action; I will, 
therefore, c",nfine myself strictly to the general'order. 

A severe action has been fought, and a signal victory. gain­
ed. The general order of the 6th inst'Jot attrihutes that 
victory to the ~rst brigade of infantr~, and captain Towson's 
company of artillen under nlV command. It w'l~ believed 
at the time, and has since been clearlv ascert'lined, that of 
the forces engaged, the enemy were ~reatly superior in num­
bers. Under such circumstances, victory could not have 
been obtained, without a very general participation of aU 
ranks and grades in the e\'ent. 

I have the satisfaction of being assured by every command­
ing officer (which is confirmed by my own personal obser­
vation), that every man, and of ever~' grade ill the action, 
evinced an ability to meet even a greater shock than that 
encountered, with like success. 

The truth of this observ~tion was most «;:onspicuous in the 
very crisis of the action. Conduct universally good leaves 
but little room for discri~ination. Accordingly;but fe\v 
names are, reported to me by the several commandants of 
battalion, as entitled to a select meni ion (in respect to their 
gallant comrades), aI].d those cases are not iced principally 
fro'm accidental circumstances of good or bad fortune. As 
in the instance of captain I(etchum, of the twenty-fifth infan­
try, whose good fortune it was to be detached with his com­
pany, by order of major Jessup, tu attack a much superior, 
force, whilst the battalion was engaged with another body of 
the enemy. Captain Ketchum gallantly sustained himself in 
the execution of his orders, till the battalion had cleared its 
own front, in order to march to his !ijlpport. 

The good conduct of captain Harrison, commanded by 
major Levensworth, and observed ,by myself, was <U another 
kind. A cannon hall shatter'ed and carried awa)la p;trt of 
his leg. .The captain preserved a pt::rfect serenity, under the 
tortures of his wound, and utterly refused any assistance 
from the ranks, until the enemy should be beaten. So glo­
rious a display of fortitude had the happiest effect. 

Of the three battalions of infantry composing the first bri­
gade, the first consisted of the ninth and a de~achment of the 
twenty-second 'regiment, under' the command of m~or Le­
venworth. The second battalion (or tht:: eleven.th regiJllent), 
was gallantly condl,lcted towards its place, in the order of 
batdt::, by colonel Campbell, who, being early wounded, was 
succeeded by mctior M"Neil. Major Jess~p comm~nded the 
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twenty-fifth regiment, or the remaining hattalion of the brio 
gade.' Of ,hese three excellent officers, it would be difficult 
to sa\" which \\'as the most meritorious, or most conspicuously' 
eng·l';t"'d. The twent\-fifth re~iment hwing been detached 
to m\ (dt, to turn the e-nt'm\'s right wmg, \\ hich rested ill 
a wood. major Jessup W:1S ('=''is under my p ... rs<:mal ,obser­
vation than the nth,·r comm,.-mders; but I had everv evidence 
of the Ibl ... dispositions he made of hIS corps, as well by the 
report of m\ aids, as h~' the effect he produced on that part 
of the enem~''s line immediateh· opposed to him; and which 
contribu'ed \,f.:r~' much to the general sllccess of the day. 
lVlajor Jessup had his horse shot under him. 

The othl'r two battalions, wi~h an enlarged interval he­
tween them, received the enemy in open plain; that under 
m:tjor L,nnworth, parallel to the attack; that under major 
M~Nt:il, with its left wing thrown forward to take the enemy 
in front and flank at the same time. Captain Towson, who 
commenud the fire before the troops werf' in the order of 
battle, iinmediateh afterwards advanced to the front of the 
extreme right with three pieces' of light artiller):, and took 
post on tbe river. M~'jors Levenworth and LVPNeil made 
prompt di'ipo.;itions to receive tbe cha~ge. The fire of these 
corps (i r:dudmg tht artillery) produced a prodigious effect 
ill thf' ent-my's ranks. That of major l\'I'Nid was the most _ 
effective, from the oblique position which his corps judicious­
ly occupied. The enemy's battt:rics were also admirably 
served; to the firt' of wilich all the corps were exposed; that 
of major Levenworth more particularly. This cannonade, 
howevet, did not prevent the latter from preserving his corps 
in the most excdlt:nt order, at all times prepart:d to advance 
or to fire, to give or to receive the charge. 

Captain Towc;on finallv silenced the enemy's most effec­
tive battery, by blowing up ali ammunition ~aggon, which 
produced great confusion. Turning nt:xt a heavy discharge 
of cannister on the enem~"s infantry, now nearly in contact 
with our line, advancing to the charge, the enemy could not 
long sustain this accumulation of fire; he broke, ~md fled to 
his strong works behind the Chippewa. All the corps pursued 
with promptitude. ' 

To mention ,hem in onler of their rank (I know of no 
other in this case, majors Jessup, Levenworth, and l\PNeil, 
an.d capt~in Towsc.>n, deserv,e, in my humble opinion,every 
thmg \\ hleh conspicuous skIll and gallantry can win from a 
grateful.country. 
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mentioning the' great services rendered mc:> hv thoRe two ga~­
l~lDt young soldiers, lieutenants Worth and Watts, m~ aids. 

There was no danger they did notcht:erfully encounter, in 
communicating TQY orders; and by their zeal and intrepidity, 
won the admiration, as they had before the esteem, of the 
whole brigade. They both rendered essential sen,ict" at cri­
tical moments, by as!;iisting the commandants of corps in 
forming the troops, under circumstances which precluded 
~he voice from being heard. • 

This conduct has been handsomely acknowledged by the 
officers of the line, who have joined in requesting that it might 
be particularly noticed. 

My brigade-major, lieutenant Smith, render.ed me e"ery 
assistance which his accidental situation on foot permitted; 
he is entitled to my thanks. ' 

During the action, major Wood, of the engineers, and cap­
taiJ\' Harris, of the dragoons, whose troop could not act, came 
up, and very handsomely tende.red their services. The latter 
had his horse shot under him. 

It is proper that I should'take this opportunity to mention 
the case of captain Crooker, of the ninth regiment of inf<\ntry, 
in the affair of the 4th of July, on the same ground on which 
the action of th€ 5th was fought. , 

I have already had the honour to mention this case ver­
bally to the conl'manding general. 

It is due to the gallant individual more particularly con­
cerned, that his conduct should be formally noticed. 

My brigade constituted the advance of the army. In de­
scending' on the left bank of the Niagara, from Fort Erie, we 
met an advanced corps of the enemy at Black creek, strongly 
posted behind that stream. Captain Towson, who was with 
the advance, obliged the enemy to fall back, who, on retreat­
ipg, took up the bridge over the creek. C~ptain-Crooker, who 
flanked out to the left of our march, had crossed this stream 
some distance 'above the bridge, and was pursuing the enemy, 
just as the head of the brigade column arrived at the br;dge, 
which c.ould not be passed until the pioneers had replaced 
the boards which the enemy had hastily removed. Whilst 
this operation was going on, captain Crooker, imr;nediately 
within my view, was sllddenly enveloped by a troop of the 
19th light dragoons, _ composing a part of the- enemy's rear 
guard. He fought his way to a house, the~ near to him, turn­
ed upon the' dragoons, and put them to.fllght. Captains Hull 
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and Harrison, and lieutenant Handolph, with a small party, 
were at the samt- time marching to the support of nlptain 
Crooker, and <lrrived just ns th. t'nt'm~ took to flight. I have 
witnessed nothing more gal};.r' in partizan war, than was the 
conduct of captain Crooker :md his compan~·. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your most olwdient servant, 
WILLIAM SCOTT, 

GeneralIst brigade. 
C. K. Gardner, Adjutant-general. 

Agreeably to gt>neral orde'rs, I transmit the following 
report: 

At the commencement of the action of the 5th Jul~', cap­
tain Towson's company of artiller~', with the first brigade, was 
solely engagt'd with tht' ent'my; he maint.tined his position on 
the right, cmd ktpt up a spirited and destructi\ e fire during 
the charp'e of the ent:my. Amidst the fire and charge of the 
enemy, Lhe captain and his ..,tlhalterns, lieutenants Campbell 
and Schmuck, and licLltellant Hand()\ph, of the infantry, cbm­
manding the n'sn\',' of tht' artillen, behaved ,,·ith the greatest 
gallantr~, and I am proud to say, tended greatly to check the 
impetuosity of the en, my. 

At an early part of the battle, the captain's piece was 
thrown out of action lJ~' a 2~-pound shot from the enemy; 
yet his zeal and exertions wt're given with his characteristic 
spirit to the rem;,ining pieces, £lnd he reports handsomely of 
the conduct and services of his officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and mtn. 

About the time the enemy commenced their charge, and 
at the moment they broh, captain Ritchie's company of 
artillery, and one piect' (a 12-pounuer) of captain Biddle's 
company of artiller:', under lieutenant Hall, participated in 
the action" The captains, officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and men, conduct~d themselves as brave and faithful soldiers, 
and the whole artillery then on the field, pursued, under the 
fire of the t:nem: 's batteries, with rapidity, and saw them pre­
cipitate themst:ives within their works. At this period of 
the action two IS-pounder, under captain 'Villiams, and the 
remainder of captain B!ddle's artillery, were brought upon 
the field, but those officers relu( tantly quit the ground with­
out being permitted to open a hattt:n' upon the enemy's works. 

To particularist', if all had bn'n "eIlga~ed from fi"rstto last, 
would have been im'idlOus; but, in thIS case, captain Towson 
and company deserve narticular mf'ntion_ Thp ..antain be .. 
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ing so fortunate as to be ordert~d in .adv~nce with .his com­
pany of ar~iIlery .only, :had an opportunity of shewing his 
gallantry, and distrnguishing himself, otlicers, and soldiers 
above others. _ 

With due'respec~, yours, &c •. 
. ~' J. HINDMAN, 

. ... .. lrIajor, commanding battalion artillery. 
C. K. Gardner, Adjutr;znt··s·cneral. . . ' 

BRIGADE ORDERS. . . 
. . .chippewa, . July 10, l814 .• 

Brigadier-general Porter congratulates the co~ps u~lCler his 
command, on the su~cessful operations and brilliant achieve­
ments of the AIl)erican army during the past week; The 

. cross~ng of the Niagara on the 3d, and the surprise and cap­
ture of the fort and garrisr>n of Erie, without the loss of a 

. imln;af£o!ded the fullest evidence of the talf"-nts of the major­
general, and was a certain presage of the succ~ss which was 
to follow. .. ' 

The action of Chippewa, in which the volunteers took so 
conspicuous a part, will ever be remembered to the honour 
of the American arms. It was commencep by about 800 
Pennsylv:ania volunteers and Iridian warriors, who met abo.u~ 
the same number ofBl'iti-sh militia and I ndian~, . overthrew 
and drove them behind the main line of the British army, 
destroying at least 1 ~O, and annihilating, it is believed, this 
'description of the enemis force. .' 

The Br·itish regulars were met by general Scott's brigade, 
an~ ddeated in the most gallant and masterly' style,' and the 
whole of the enemy driven across the Chippewa, when they 
destroyed the bridges and r~tired to their strong works. Co­
lonel F-enton's regiment of volunteers again distinguished it­
self by its steadjness and courage in advancing in column and 
forming a line with the regular troops on the plain, in face of 
the enemy's batteries, and under a tremendolls cannonade. 
Our loss, though severe,.is ,'err trifling compared.with that 
of the enemy, which" was 500. \Ve have, howe"er, to regret 
the loss of lieut. col. Bull, major Gailoway, and captain 'Vhite, 
of the Pennsylvania volllnteerg, whose ze;'! atJd gallantry in 
pursuit led them, with others,directly upon the B~jtish regular 
line: exhausted ~y fatigue, th,ey were madt, prIsoners. W.e 
lost also, two distinguished chiefs of theOnor:daga and One.I­
da triQes, who were killed. The N ew York volunteers. dId 
not arrive until the day after the battle; but, they ,have smce 
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Slven the fullest evidence of their dete~mination to, emula~e. 
Ihe exam pIt' stt them by the other pnrt ~f the corps, by.thelr 
conduct in forcing <l.passage OHr the Chippewa, on th.e elg~th 
instant, and thl:' n:,d;ness with which I h~~' \'olunteered In budd-
ing a brid).!;c undl'r the 'fire of the enemy's batteries. • 

In short, rhe brigadier is satisfied that the whole corps Will 

continue to distinguish itself b~' its LOurage and good conduct, 
and at the c1()se of the campaign deserve and receive the thanks 
of their count)'\,. 

By order of 'brigadier-general P. B. Porter, comma~~jng 
\,olunlet:rs. 

D. FHASEJi, 
Lit!utenant t'5th United States 

Infantry', alld volunteer aid.dt-~"ml· 
I 

GENE HAL OHDEHS. ,', 
Dt!puty Adjutant-general's offtCt, ' • 

. Kingston, 9th July, 181,(,. 
Lieutenant-general Drummond has r~cei\'ed'a report from 

lnajor-general Hiall, of the t:nemy having effected a landing 
in great for~e on the Niagara fron~it:r~ on Sunday the 3d 
instant. 

Having ad,'a;1ced on the 5th for the purpose of attacking 
niajor-gt:neral HialI, who had taKen post at Chippewa (wait­
ing for rt:inforct'ments from York), the major-general most 
gallantly anticipated the enemy, by attacking him in the after­
noon of that day, in the position which he had taken up at 
Street's Creek. 

After an action highly creditable to' the gallantry and,ef­
forts of the handful of trOOps engaged, viz. the tOOth regi­
ment under lieuttnant-colonel the m:1fquis of Tweedale, and 
one wing of the Royal Scots, under lieutenant-colonel Gor­
don; major.general Hiall withdrew his small force to Chip­
pewa, after having sustained a vcry Severe loss in killed and 
wounded, including a large proportion of officers. 

Lieutenant-cI,lond the marquis of Tweedale, of the l00th 
regiment, lieulenant-colond Gordon, of the Roval Scots, 
and captain HolLmd, aid-de-camp to m~jor-gt:n~ral Niall, 
are among the wounded. " ' 

Major-gene, al Hiall has been reinforced at Chippewa by 
ahe King's regiment from York. ' ., 

(Signed) _" J: HAnVEY, 
Lieutenant-colonel and ll . .J. G. 
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GENERAL ORDER .. , 
, ' .Adjutant-general's office, Head-Ituarters, 

, •. ~ lVlontreal, 13t!l July, 1814. 
His:excellency the governor in chid and commander of 

the forces, has received from lieutenant-general Drummond. 
the official report .of major-general Hiall, of the sortie which 
took place on the 5.th instant from ,the lines of Ghippewa. 

His ~xcellency derives a proud consoialion in the undaunt .. 
ed.gallantry and exemplary discipline displayed b:v the troops 
in this unequal contest, in which major general Hiall repre­
sents lieutenant-c~lonel Peqrson in collllmmd of a dt'tachment 
oflight troops; lielHenanr-colonel the marqllis oLTweedale. 
100th regiment;major,ELlOs, eighth or king's, regiment; ma. 

jor'Risle, 19th light dr:lgoons, and captain Mackon:lchie, roy­
al artillery, to have aff"ord,d·the most able support in the zeal­
ous and ju~icio~s command of their respective corps; and that 
the zeal and intelligence t'vinced by his aid~de.camp captain 
Holland, captain Elliot, deputy assistant quarter-master-ge­
neral; lieutenant Fox, royals; acting brigade-major and staff­
adjutant Greig, meri~ed his approhati()nj and that the con­
duct of .lieutenant-colonel Dixun, Lincoln mililia, was most 

. exempl~ry. . 
His excellency laments the loss of so many valuable offi­

cers and men, but this sentiment is greatly aggra.vated by the 
disappoiritment. and mortification he has experienced in l~arn­
ing that Fo'rt Erie, entrusted to the c.harge of major Buck, 
8th or king's regim~nt, was surrendered on the evening of 
the third instant, by. capitulati'on, without having made all 

adequate d~f~nce. 
, ' 

, Return of , killed,. wounded, and missing. 
~oyal artillery, 1 rank and file killed, 4 rank and file wound .. 

ed. . 
Royal artillery drive,rs, 1 subaltern wounded. 

- First or R.al Scots, 1 captain, 4 serjeants, 43 rank and" file 
killed;,.! fielaofficer,2 captains, 7 subalterns, 4 serjeants, 121 
rank :8Pd file wounded; 30 rank and file missing. , 
, Eighth or king's regiment, 3 rank' and file kil~ed; 1 subal­

tern, 1 serjeant, .and 22' rank and file wounded. 
One hundredth regiment, 2 subal~erns, 3 st:Jjeants, 64 tank 

and file killed; 1.' field-officer~ 2 captains, 6 suballerlls, 1;'. 
serjeants, 114 rank and file wounded; 1 subaltern mi.ssillg. ,; 
, . Militia, 2 'captains, 1 subaltern, 9 rank and file killed; 1 

field.officer, 3 subalterns, 1 Ilc;rjc;ant, 11 rank and file wounded I 
t serjeant. 14 rank and file.missing. ' , ' 
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Royal 10th light dragoons; 1 serjeant,S rank and file 
wounded. 

Officers killed. 

Royal Scots, captain Baily. 
l00th regiment, liwtenant Gibbons, and eosign Rea. 
l\iilitia, captains Rowe and T~rney, and lieutenant 1\1' Don-

nell. 

Officers wounded. . 

General staff, captain Holland, aid-de-camp to major-ge­
neral Riall, severdy,. not dangerQusly. 

Hoyal artillery drivers, lieutenant Jack, slightly. 
First or Royal Sco:s, lieutenant-colonel Gordon, slightly; 

captains Bird and Wilson, severely, and prisoners; lieute­
nant W. Campbell, severely; lieutenants Fox, Jackson, and 
Hendrick, severely, but not dangerously; lieutenant M'Do­
nald, &lighlly; lieutenants A. Campbell and Connell, severely. 

Eighth or king's regiment, lieutenant Boyde. 
Oue hundredth regiment, lieutenant-colonel, the marquis 

of Tweedale. sevt'rely, not dangerously; captain. Sherrard, 
do. do.; captain Sleigh, senrely; lieutenants Williatns, Ly­
on, and Valentine; lieutenant Fortunl, wounded and missing,· 
supposed prisoner; ensigns Clarke and Johnson, and adju­
tant Hingston. 

M ihtia, lieutenant-colonel Dickson, slightly; lieutenant 
Clement, .snert:ly; lieutenant Bowan, slightly; ensign Kirk­
patrick, dangerously. 

(Signed) EDWARD BAYNES, 
Adjutant-general, N. A •. 

-
:FURTHER OPERATIONS OF THE ARMY UNDER GENERAL BROWN. 

Copy of a letter from Bri,gadier-General Port .. to General 
Brown, dated .\.1lecl/sfowll Heights, July 16, 181..4. 

SiG ~ 
Iil pursuance of your instructions to me, to ·move round 

Fort George, interrupt the en-;:my's communications with 
the counxy, and reconnoitre his works, I marched ye8t~~-

. day morning at rt~veille, accompanied by that excellent offi­
cer major 'Vood of the engineers, with the whol~ of my bri­
gade, and two pieces of artillery under captain Hitcbie.of the 
regular army, by the way of St. David's and Cross Roads to 
lake Ontario, where.we had an opportunity to e~amjDe ehe 
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northern face e'of forts Royal and Niagara, aboot two miles 
distant. From' the lake I returned to the Cross Roads, moved 
in upon Furt George, drove the enem~··s pickets, and formed 
the b~igade upon the plains, in full view and within a mile of 
the fort. Lieutenant-colonel. Wilcocks with his command, 
captains Hull, l!arding, and Freeman, with their companies 
of New York volunteers, and captain Flemming, with part 
of our Indian warriors, advanced, under cover of a tuft, of 
woods, within mu'sket-shot of the fort, and afforded major 
W,ood a fair opportunity to examine the woods. , 

After rt:maining an hour and a half, and having accom­
plished the object of the expedition, I returned slowly, around 
the south siqe of Fort Geor,ge"and joined general Ripley on 
the Niagara, and with his brigade returned to camp at nine 
in the evening. ' , . 

The enemy fired but a few shots from his batteries, and, 
with the exception of two or three sm,11l parties that were 

" 

ent out and immedlatel~' driven back b, our light troops, 
ept close within his works, uutil we were retiring, when se­

v.eral pieces of artillery were sent out of the fort, ;md a brisk 
fire ,commenced on our,rear. 

Woe lost not a man killed, and hut 'two (hoth of colonel 
Swift's regiment) wounded. Lieuten:mt Fontaine of the ar­

'ti1lery~ and one of captain Boughtop's officers, had their 
horses kjlled under them by cannon shot. 

But I haye.to, regret tJ'te '10,,5 of five men of captain Bough­
ton's fine company of New York. cavalry mad~ prisoners. 
They are victims of your own' generous policy of suffer­
ing the inhabitants who profess nelltralit~, to retpain undis­
turbed. The.s,afetyof m\' brigade req:,ired me to place vi­
dettes at the several roads leading from FOI·t GeoJ;.ge and 
crossing my lin,e 'of march at right angles. Five of them were 
surprised and taken by a party. of 15 or 20 militia, who live 
on the road, but who had secreted th~'mselves' in the woods 
on our approach, and were advised of aU our movements 
and positions by the women who were thronging around us 
on our march.-Some of these mo'n I am informed' have 
been in our camp professing friendship.' . 

The conduct,of every part of :mY'command was such as 
not only to meet my approbation, but, considering the de­
scription of force, to l'xcite m\' highest admiration. They 
performed a march of 30 miles, drove' in the enemy's pick­
ets, lay for some time under his batteries, r~tired in good 

'.order, and, in every ,movement of the day, exhibited exam-
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pIes of order, fortitude, and gallantry, which would have ,been 
honourable to the oldest troops. -

I have the honour to be, &c. 
P. B. PORTER, 

, Brigadier-general, commanding volunteers. 
Major-general Jacob Brown, commanding . 

2d division United States army. 

Copies of letters from lIJajor-GeneraJ Brown to the Secr.etary of 
War, dated 

Head ~1Qrters, ft,ueenstown, July 22d, 1814. 
Dear Sir, 

On t'he 20th, the army moved, and encamped in the rear 
of Fc)rt George. General Scott, with the van, had some 
skirmishing before the main body came up, but as the enemy 
kept close to their works, nothing important occurred. No 
force was left in our rear; the heights were abandoned to 
the enem~', and we did hope that the movement would ha~ 
induceGl him to re-occupy them, or close in nearer to us, s-. 
as to bring on an engagement out of his works. In this w,e 
were disappointed. The army retun~ed to-'day, anu fou~d a 
body of militia and a few regulars in and about the hej.ghts. 
General Porter pursued them with his comm.md anu a few 
regulars, and was so fortunate as to come up with and cap­
ture seven officers and ten. privates. They will be sent to 
Greenbush. 

Very res~ectfully and t.ruly yours, 
JACOB BROvVN. 

Hon. John. Arms·trang, Secretary ofWat. 

Head-~lQrters, Chij;pewa, July 25th., 1814. 
Dear S·ir, . . 

On the 23d instant, I recei\'ed a letter by express from 
, general Gaines, advising me, that on the 20th the heavy 

guns that I had ordered from the harbour, to enable me to 
operate againts forts George and Niagara, were blockaded in 
that port, together with the rifle regiment that I had ordered 
with them. I had orueTed these guns and troops in boats, 
provided the commod?re s~ould not deem it prudent or pro­
per to convey them 10 hIS fleet, not doubting but that he 
would have been upon the lake for their protection, and that 
the enemy would have ·been driven into port or captured. As 
general Gaines informed me that the commodore. was coo­
fined to his bed wi:h a fever, and as he did not know when the 
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fleet would sail, or wHen the guns and forces that I had been 
expecting would even l!:"l\'e Sacke.tt's Harhour, I have thQught 

. it proper to change my position, .with a "iew·to other objects. 

• 

Y Oll know how greatly I am disappointed, and therefore I 
willl'!0t dwell upon that painful subje'Ct. And yOll can best 
perceIve, how much has he"n lO!lt h:· the delay, and the com­
mand of Lake Ontario being with the enemy; reliances be­
ing placed upon a different state of things. The Indians all 
left me some·time since, It is said that they will return, but 
this you will perceive depends upon circumstances. The re­
inforcements ordered on from'the west have not arrived. 

Yours, respectfully and truly, 
·JACOB BROWN. 

Hon. Secretary of War, Washington. 
, . 

-
.AMERIC_~)1 AND lIRIT1SH ACCOUNTS or THE BATTLE OF 

BRIDGEWATER. 

CoPy:of a letter from Captain L.' Austin, aid to General Brown, 
to the Secretary of War, dated . 
. Head-~uarters, Buffalo, 29th July, 181~. 

I have the honour of addressing you by desire' of general 
• Brown, who is now confined hy wounds received in a severe 

and desperate engagement with the enemy, on the afternoon 
~nd night of ~he 25th instant. , . 

Our army had fallen back to Chippewa, The enemy col­
lecting every regiment from Burlington and York, and meet­
ing with no opposition on Lake Ontario, transported by wa­
ter to Fort George, troops from Kingston, and even from 
Prescott, w ~ich enabled them to· bring against us a force 
,'astIy superior, under the command of .lieutenant-general 
Drummond and major-general Hiall. They were met by us 
near the Falls of Niagara, where a moot severe conflict ensu­
ed. The enemy. disputed the ground with resolution, yet 
were drive~ from every position the,· attempted to hold. We 
stormed his batteries directlv in front and took possession of 
all his artillery. Notwithstanding his immense sup~riority 
both in numbers and po&ition, he was completely defeated, 
and our troops remained on the battle ground without iriter~ 
ruption. As, however, both general Brown and general Scott 
had received severe. wounds, almost every chief of battalion 
dis;lbled, and our' men quite exhausted, it was thought pru-· 
dent to retire to our encampment, which was done in good 
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order, ~ithout anv mo}.·st,.tion from the enemy, our wound-
ed h~ving first bt'en remo\'t'd.. .. 

Major-l5t"neral Riall, with the a~d-de-camp of heutenant­
general Drummond and about twenty other officers, with 
200 privates, are taken prisoners. 

The loss on both sidt s is immense, but no account has yet 
been returned. The aId and bril5:1de-m~or of general Scott, 
are both 'se\'erel" wounded, and captain Spencer, and aid of 
general Brown," mosL probabh- dead, h:.ving received two 
balls thl'Ougn his b()d~'. Both generals Brown an~ Scott are 
on this ~ide confined bv their wounds. General RIpley com­
mands on the otha. . 

I have the honour to 
obedient servant, 

be, very respectfully, sir, vour most 
L. AUSTIN, 

Han. Secretary at War, TFashington. 
Aid-dc-camp. 

P. S.-( ~eneral Brown received his wounds at the same· 
instant during a late part of the action, but still continued to 
keep his horse umil exhausted b~' loss of blood. '~'his pro-' 
bably has rendered his wounds more painful than they would 
otherwise havt: bet:n. . . 

General Brown's report of the battle of the 25th July, at the 
. Fulls of Niag-ara. 

Sir, 
Confined as I was, and havt: been, since the last engage ... · 

ment with the enem\', I fear that the account I am aQout to 
give, may be less full and satisfactory, than under other cir­
cumstances it might have been made. I particularly fear that 
the conduc.t of the gallant men it was my good fortune to 
lead, will not be noticed in a way due to their fame, and the 
honour of our countn'. 

You are already apprised that the army had on the 25th 
ultimo taken a position 'j t Chippewa. About noon of that day, 
colonel Swift, who was posted at Lewistown, advised me by 
express, that the enemy appltart:d in considerable force in 
Queenstown, and on its heights; that· four of tht: enemy's fleet 
had arrived during the preceding night, and were then ly­
ing near' Fort Niagara, and that a number of boats were in 
view, moving up the streight. Within a few minutes after 
this intdligence had been received, I was further 'informed 
by captain Denmon; of the quarter-master's department, that 

. the enemy was landing at Lewistown, and that our baggage 
and stores at Schlosser, and on their way thither, were in 
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danger of immediate capture. It is proper here to mention, 
that havi~g received advices as late as 'the 20th fro.m general 
Gaines, that our fleet was then in' port, and the commodore 
sick, we ceased to look for co-operation from that C{uarter, 
and determined to disencumber ourselves of baggage, and. 
march directly for Burlington Heights. To mask this inten­
tion, and to draw from Schlosser a small supply of proyisions, -
I felf back upon Chippewa. . 

As this arrangement, under the increased force of the 
enemy, left much at hazard on our own side of the Niagara, 
and as it appeared by the before-stated information, that the 
enemy was about to avail himself of it, I concei\'ed that the 
most effectual method of recalling him from this object, was 
to put myself in motion towards Queenstown. General Scott, 
with the first brigade, Towson's artillery, and all the dragoons 
and mounted men, were accordingly put inplarch on the 
road leading thither, with orders to report if the enemy ap­
peared, and to cal,l for assistance, if that 'was necessary. On 
the general's arrival at the falls, he learned that the enemy 
was in force directly in his front, a narrow piece of woods 
alone intercepting his view of them. Waiting only to give 
this information, he advanced upon them. By the time the 
assistant adjutant-general (J one~) had delivered his message, 
the action began, and before the remaining part of the divi­
sion had crossed the Chippewa, it had become close and 
general between the advanced corps. Though general Ripley 
with the second brigade, major Hindman with the corps of 
artillery, and general Porter at the head of his command, had 
respectively pressed forward with ardour; it was not less than 
an hour before ~hey were brought to sustain general Scott, 
during. which time his command most skilfully and gallantly 
maintained the conflict. 

Upon. my arrival I found tliat the general had passed the 
wood, and engaged the enemy at Queens~own road, and on the 
ground to the left of it, with the 9th, 11 th, and 22d regiments, 

. and Towson's artillery. The 25th had been thrown to the right 
to be governed by circumstances. Apprehending that these 
corps were much exhausted, and knowing that they had suf­
fered severely, I determined to interpose a new line with the' 
advancing troops, and thus disengage general Scott and hold 
his brigade in reserve. Orders were accordingly given to 
general Ripley. The enemy's artillery at this moment occu,:, 
pied a hill which gave him great advantages, and was the key 

. of the whole position. It was supported bya line of infantTyo, 
VOL. IV. [H1 

, 
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To secure the victon'. it was nt'cessary to carry this artillery, 
and st:ize.the height~ 'This dut~, was assigned to colonel Mil­
ler. whilt', to favour its l'xh'ution, the first regiment, under 
the ('ommand of colond NIt halas, was dirt'cted to menace 
and amuse the infantry. To m\ g)"t'at mortification this regi­
mt'nt, after a dischar"g~ or two, g,H'e wa~', and retreated some 
distance before it could be rallied, though it is believed the 
officers of the regiment exerted themselves to shorten this 
distance. In th~ mean time, colonel Miller, without regard to 
this occurrenc ... , advanced stt'ad)l~' and gallantly to his o~ject, 
and carried the height and the cannon. General RIpley 
brought up the 23d (which had also faultered) to his support, 
and the enemy disappeared from before them. The first re­
giment was now brought into line on the left of the 21st, and 
the detachments of the 17th and 19th, general Porter occupy­
ing, with his ,"ommand, the extreme left. About the time co­
lonel Miller carried the enem~"s cannon, the 25th regiment, 
under major Jessup, W(lS engaged in a more obstinate con­
llict with all that remained to dispute with us the field of bat­
tle. The major, as has been alrealy stated, had been ordered 
by general Scott. at the commencement of the action, to take 
ground to his right. He had succeeded in turning the ene­
my's left Hank; had captured (by a detachment under captain 
Ketchum) general Riall and sundry other officers, and show­
ed himself again to his own army in a blaze of fire, which 
defeated or destroyed a very superior force of the enemy. 
He was ordered to form on the right of the second regiment. 
The enem~' rallying his forces, and, as is be1ie\'ed, having re­
ceived reinforcemt'nts, now attempted to drive us from our 
position, and regain his artillery. Our line was unshaken, and 
the enemy repulsed. Two other attempts, having the sarno 
~bject, h.ad the S<lme issue. General Scott was again engaged 
In repelling the former of these; and the last I saw of him on 
the field of battle. he ,vas near the head of his column, ·and 
giving to its march a direction that would have placed him 
on the entmy's right. It was with great pleasure 1 saw the 
good order and intrepidity of general Porter's volunteers 
from the moment of their arrival, hut during the last charge 
of the enemy those qualities were conspicuous. Stimulated 
by the examples sel th~m b) their gallal t leadrtr, by major 
Wood, of (he Pennsyh'<'lma corps, by <..Olund Dobbin, of New 
York, and by their officers generally, they precipitated them': 
Sel~'I-" upon the enem.y·s l,ine, and made all the' prisoners 
whIch ~ere taken at thiS POlDt ot the action. 

HaVInS been for some time wounded, aDd being a good 



• OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. [5 
• 

deal exhausf~d by loss of blood, it became my wish to de-
volve the command on general Scott, and to retire from the 
field; but on enquiry, I had the misfortune to learn, that- . ~ 
was disabled by wounds; I thert-fore ~ept my post, and alad 
the satisfaction to see the enem~"s last-effort repulsed. I now 
consigned the command to gent'ral l{ipley. 

While retiring from the field, I saw and felt that the vic .. 
tory was complete on 'our part, if. pr6per measures were 
promptly adopted to secure it. The exhaustion of the meR. . 
was, however, such as made some refreshment necessary. 
They particularly required water. I was myself extremely sen .. 
sible of the want of this necessary article. I therefore believed 
it proper that general Hipley and the troops should return t., 
camp, after bringing off the dead, tht;, wounded, and the artil. 
lery; and in this I saw no difficulty, as the enemy had entire)y 
ceased to act. Within an hour after my arrival in camp 1 was 
informed that general Riple,' had returned, withont annoy. 
ance, and in good order. I now sent for him, and, after giv­
ing him m~ reasons for the measure I \\ as about to adopt, 
ordered him to put the troops into the best 1Jossible condi­
tion; to give to them the necessary refreshment; to take with 
him the pickets and camp guards, and every other descrip­
tion of force; to put himself on the field of battle as the day 
dawned, and there to meet and beat the enem\' if hI:' agail1 
appeared. To this order he made no objection~ and I relied 
upon its execution: It was not executed. I feel most sensibly 
how inadequate are my powers, in speaking of the troops, to 
do justice either to their merits or to my own sense of them. 
Under abler direction, they might have done more and better. 

From the preceding detail, you have new evidence of the 
distinguished gallantry. of generals Scott and Porter, of 
col~nel Miller, and m~~or Jessup. 

Of the first brigade, the chief, with his aid· de-camp Worth, 
his'major of brigade Smith, and every commander of bat­
talion, were wounded. 

The second brigade suffered lvss; but, as a brigade, their 
conduct entitled them to the applause of their eOUllln. After 
the enemy's strong posilion had heen carried by the 21 st, and. 
the detachments.of the ,17th and 19th, the 1st and 2sd as­
sumed a new character. ~they 'could ndt again he shaken or 
dismayed. Major M' Farland of the latter fell nobly at the 
head of his battalion. 

Under the command of general Porter, the militia "olun­
teers of Penns) lvania and New Y.Jl'k stood undismayed 
amidst tho hottest fire, and repulsed th~ veterans opposecl t9 

.... 
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them. The Canadian volunteers, commanded by colonel Wi I· 
son, are reported by general Porter as having merited and 
received his approbation. 

The corps of artilleJ;y, commanded by major Hindman, 
behaved with its usual" gallantry. Captain Towson's co~­
pany, attached to the first brigade, was the first and the last 
engaged, and during the whole conflict maintained that high 
character which they h~d previously won by their skill and 
their valour. Captains Biddle and Hitchie were both wounded 
early in the action, but refused to quit the field. The latter 
declared that he never would leave his piece; anri, true to 
his engagement, fell by its side, covered with wounds. 

The staff of the army had its peculiar merit and distinction. 
Colonel Gardner, adjutant-general, though ill, was on horse­
back, and did all in his power; his assistant, major Jones, 
was very active and useful. My gallant aids-de-camp, Aus­
tin and Spencer, had many and critical duties to perform, 
in the discharge of which the latter fell. I shall ever think of 
this young man with pride and regret; regret, that his career 
was terminated so short; pride, that it has been so noble and 
digtinguished. The engineers, majors M"Uee and Wood, 
were greatly distinguished on this day, and their high military 
talents exerted with great effect; they were much under my 
eye~ and near my person, and to their assistance a great deal 
is fairly to be ascribed. I most earnestly recommend them, 
as worthy the highest trust and confidence. The staff of ge­
nerals Ripley and Porter discovered great zeal and attention 
to duty. Lieutenant E. B. Handolph, of the 20th regiment, is 
entitled to notice; his courage was conspicuous. 

I inclose a return of our loss; those noted as missing may 
be generally numbered with the dead. -The enemy had but 
little opportunity of making prisoners. 

I have the honour to be, &tc. &tc. 
JACOB BROWN. 

Hon. John Armstrong, .secretary at TVar. 

Report of the killed, "Wounded, a?"d missing, of the left division of 
the army commanded by major-general Brown, in the action 
of the aft~rnoon and night of the 25th July, 1814, at the 
Falls of Nzagara. 

Adjutant-generai"s oiJice, Fort Erie, 30th July, 1814. 
G~neral staff-wounded, 1 major-general, 1 aid-de-camp. 
Llg?t drago~ns-killed, ~ corporal-wounded, 2 pri,,-ates. 
ArtJllery-kIlled, 1 captam, 1 corporal,8 privates-wound-
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ed, 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 1 serjeant, 2 carporal&, 1 musi­
cian, 28 privates-missing, 1 private. 

First or hrigadier-general Scott's brigade. 
Brigadf staff~wollnded, 1 b: igadier-general, 1 ,aid-de­

camp, 1 brigadt'-major. 
9th infantry-killed, 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 1 serjeant, 1 

corporal; 11 privates-wounded, 1 major, 1 quarter-master, 
1 paymaster, 1 captain, 5 subalterns, 7 seljeants, 5 corporals, 
69 privates-missing, 1 subaltern, 1 seljeant-major, 2 ser­
jeants, 11 privates. 

11th infantry-killed, 1 captain, 2 serjeants. 4 corporals, 
21 privates-wounded, 1 major, 1 captain, 5 subalterns, 1 
serjeant-major, 1 chief musician, 7 serjeants, 3 corporals, 1 
musician, 82 privates-missing, 1 subaltern, 2 privates.1 • 

22d infantry-killed, 2 serjeants, 1 corporal, 33 privates­
wounded, 1 colonel, 2 captains, 4 subalterns, 9 serjeants, 11 
corporals,-l musician, 62 privates-missing, 3 subalterns, 2 
serjeants, 12 privates. 

25th infantry-killed, 1 captain, 1 s,ubaltern, 26 privates­
wounded, 1 major, 1 adjutant, 1 quarter-master, 1 subaltern, 
6 serjeants, 6 corporals, 50 privates-missing, 1 serjeant, 2 
corporals, 12 privates. 

Second or hrigadier-general Ripley's hrigade. 
1st infantry-I,:illed, 11 privates-wounded, 2 subalterns, 

18 privates-missing, 1 corporal, 1 private. 
21st infantry-kHled, 1 subaltern, t serjeants, 1 corporal, 

11 privates-wounded, '1 captain, 5 subalterns, 1 serjeant, 63 
privates-missing, 19 privates. 

23d infantry-killed, 1 major,.2 serjeants, 7 privates­
wounded, 1 captam, 6 subalterns, 1 serjeant, 1 corporal, 43 
privates-missing, 3 serjeants, 2 corporals, 22 privates. 

• • Brigadier-general Porter's command. 
.. Brigade sfaff-l brigade-major mi~sing. 

Canadian volunteers-killed, 1 private-wounded, 2 pri­
vates-missing, 8 privates. 

Pennsylvania volunteers-killed, 1 adjutant, 1 serjeant, 9 
privates-wounded, 1 major, 1 quarter-master, 1 subaltern, 
21 privates-missing, 1 captain. 

New York \rolunteers-kille-d, 1 captain, 1 corporal, 2 
privates-wounded, I lieutenant-coltmel, r subaltern, 2 ser­
jeants, 1 corporal, 9 privates-missing, 1 sub~ltern. 
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Grand total. 
Killed, 1 major,l adjutant,S captains, 4 subalterns, 10 ser. 

jeants, 10 corporals, 140 privates. Total, 171. 
Wounded, 1 major-general, 1 brig.Rdi~r-general, 2 aids-de­

camp, 1 brigade-major, 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colo~el, 4 ma­
jors, 1 adjutant, 3 quarter-masters, 1 paymaster, 7 captains, 
32 subalterns, 1 serjeant-major, 1 chief musician, 34 ser­
jeants, 29 corporals, 3 mllsicians. 449 privates. Total, 572. 

Missing, 1 brigade-major, 1 captain, 6 subalterns, 1 ser­
jeant-major, 8 serjeants, 5 corporals, 95 privates. Total, 117. 

. C. K. GAHDNEH, 

Officers killed. 
~q1utant-~eneral 

Major 1\l'Farland, 23d infantry. 
Captain Hitchie. corps of artillery. 
Captain Hull, 9th infantry. 
Captain Kinney, 25th infantry. 
Captain Good. ich, 11 th infantry. 
1st lieutenant Bigelow, 21st infantry. 
1st lieutenant Turner, 9th infantry. 
2d lieutenant Burghard, 9th infantry. 
Ensign Hunter, 25th infantry. 
Captain Hooper, New York volunteers. 
Adjutant Poe, Pennsylvania volunteers. 

Officers wounded. 
Major-general Brown, severely wounded through the thigh 

and in the side. 
Captain Spencer, aid to the major-general, through the bo­

dy, supposed to be mortal. 
Artillery-Captain Biddle, slightly, shot wounds in the 

neck and arm. 
2d l!eutenant Campbell, badly through the leg. 
2d lieutenant Schmuck, severely. . 

• 
First brigad~. 

Brigadier-general Scott, sevt:rely, shoulder fractured and 
wound in the side. 

Lieutenant J. D. Smith, 6th infantry, brigade-major, badly 
through tht leg. 

Lieutenant Worth, 23d infantry, aid-de-camp, severely, 
gl ape-shot in I he thigh. . 

9t~ infantn -major Levenworth, slightly, contusion in 
the Side . 

. Captain W. L. Foster, sl~htly, in the shoulder. 
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Lieutenant and paymaster Fowle, slightly, shot in the foot. 
Lieutenant and quarter-master Browning, slightly shot in 

the face. 
2d lieutenant Fisher, severely, shot in the head and wrist. 
3d lieutenant Cushman, slightly, in the thigh and shoulder. 
Ensign G. Jacobs, severely, sbot wound in the knee. 
Ensign J. P. Jacobs. slightly in the shoulder. . 
Ensign Blake, slightly, in the knee. 
11 th infantry-Major M' Neil, severely, canister shot 1D 

the thigh. 
Ca,ptaiti Blis8~ badly, shot in the leg. 
1s~ lieutenant Hale, slightlJit shot in the thigh. 
2d lieutenant Cooper, slightly, contusion in the breast. 
3d lieuteni&t Stephenson, sligh tly in the thigh. 
Ensikn B~ord, slightly, hurt in the abdomen by a splint'er. 
Ensign Thompson, (26th, doing duty in the 11th) severely, 

shot wound in the side. 
22d infantry-colonel Brady, severely, shot wound in the 

side and hip, 
Captain Pentland, sev.erelv wounded, and a prisoner. 
Captain Foulk, severely, shot wound in the side. 
1st lieutenant Culberston, severely, shot wound in the leg. 
1st lieutenant Ferguson, severely, shot in the hand from a 

canister. 
2d lieutenant Armstrong, dangerously, shot wound in the 

shoulder. 
3d lieutenant Bean, slightly, shot in the foot. 
25th infantry-major Jessup, severely, shot wounds in the 

hand and shoulder. 
Lieutenant and adjutant Shavler, severely, shot wounds in 

the arm and siCJe. . 
, Lieutenant and quarter-master M'Glassi, badly, shot 
wounds in the shoulder. ' 

3d lieutenant Giafford, severely, shot wounds in the hip. 

Second Brigade. 
1st infantry-1st lieutenant Vasquez, slightly, shot in tbe 

thigh, and bayonet in the leg. 
1st lieutenant Bissel. slightly. in the leg. 
21st infantry-captain Burbank, severely, shoulder frac­

tured. 
1st lieutenant Cilley, severely, thigh fractured. 
2d lieutenant Fisk (of the 19th attached), slightly, in the 

breast. 
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Ensign Jones, slightly, f1esh-woutid in the wrist. 
:Ensign Camp, (2d rifle ri:'giment, serving with the regi­

ment attached) flesh-wound in the anele •. 
Ensign Thomas, slightl~', contusion in the back. . 
23d infantry-captain Odell, severely, shot wound 1D the 

~m. • 
1st lieut~nant H. Whiting, severely, in the neck. 
2d lieutenant Ingersol, slightly, in the foot. 
2d lieutenant Tappan, slightly, in the head. 
3d lieutenant Abeal, slightly, in the leg. 
3d lieutenant Deitereich, slightly, in the arm. 
3d lieutenant Lamb, severelJ', in the leg. 

Brigadier-gmeral Porter"s comma1Jli.. 
N ew-York volunteers-lieutenant-colonel Dlif,bin, slightly, 

shot in the breast. 
Lieutenant O' Fling, slightly, spent common shot in the 

shoulder. 
Pennsylvania volunteers-major Wood, severely" musket­

shots in the arm .and foot, and bruised by his horse being shot 
and falling on him. 

Quarter-master Maclay, severely, musket-shots in the head 
and twice through the leg. . 

Lieutenant Dick, severely, shot in the hand. 
Brigadier-general Porter was slightly wounded, but de-. 

elined being reported. ' 

Officers missing. 
1st lieutenant Perry 9th infantry-a prisoner. 
3d lieutenant 'Webster, 11th infantry, severely shot in the 

head, and taken prisoner, 
Lieutenants StI}rgis, Keps and Davidson, 22d ' infantry, sup-

posed to be killed. . 
Volunteers, brigade-major Stanton of New York, taken 

prisoner. 
Captain Roberts, of Pennsylvania, taken prisoner. 
Lieutenant Hunt, of New York, supposed to be killed. 

Insp~c~o~-Gehe:al's office, Head-p<"uarters, 
.left dZ'VlSlon, lort Erie, .Auguat 1, 1814. 

Return of the pnsoners of the enemy, taken in the action 
of the 25th ultimo, fought at the Niagara Falls between the 
!eft division of the United States army comma~ded by ma­
Jor-general Brown, and the EQglish forces under the com­
mand of lieutenant-general Drummond. ' 
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Prisoners-1 major-general-1 aid-de-camp-l, captain 
and 2 subalterns of the 103d regiment-l captain 89th re­
giment-I captain provincial dragoons-2 capt~ins and 2 
subalterns of incorporated militia-l captain of militia-l 
lieutenant of royal engineers-3 subalterns of Royal 8cots-
1 subaltern Glengary corps--quarter-master of 8th or king's 
regiment-quarter-master of 41st regiment-and 150· rank 
and file. . 

Recapitulation. 
t major-general. . 
1 aid to lieutenant-general Drummond. 
6 captains. 

11 subalterns. 
150 rank and file. 

Aggreg. 169 
Major-general Riall severely wounded in the arm • 

. AZ.OHNE, 

Major-general Brown. 
.Assistant inspector-general. 

GENERAL ORDEHS. 
Acijutant-Gencml's office, 

Head-ftuarters, Montreal, 4th August~ 
The commander of the forces has the highest satisfaction 

in promulgating to the troops the district general order, is­
sued. by lieutenant-general Drummond, after the action which 
took place on the 25th of last month, near the falls of Nia­
gara. His excellency is desirous of adding to the meed of 
praise so deservedly bestowed by the lieutenant-general, on 
the troops, regulars and militia, who had the good fortune 
to share in this brilliant achievement, the deep sense he en­
tertains of their services, and of the distinguished skill and 
energetic exertions of lieutenant-general Drummond, in the 
measures which have terminated j.n repelling the invaders 
from his majesty's territories. 

The commander of the forces unites with lieutenant ... gene­
ral Drummond, in sincerely lamenting the great loss which 
the service has sustained by the severe wound received by 
major-general RiaU, and his subsequent untoward capture. 
It will be a most pleasing part of the duty of the. commander 
of the forces to bring the meritorious services of the right 

VOL. IV. [IJ 
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tiivisioD of the army of the Canadas, before the gracious 
~onsideration of his ro)'al highness the prin('e regent 

(Signed) EDWD. BAYNES, 
Adjutant-general N . .A. 

DISTRICT GFNEHAL ORDER. 
Head· §<.Jtarters, Fall.~ oj Niagara, 'l:6th .July, t 814. 

Lieutenant-gelleral Drummond off,rs hIS slncere,st and 
warmest thanks to the troops and militia engage-d ye~terday, 
for th(-ir exemplarv steadiness, gallantry, and discipline in re­
pulsing all the efforts of a numerous and dett'Tmined enemy 
to c.arry the position of Lundy's Lane, near the Falls of Nia­
gara; their exertions have bten crowned with complete suc­
cess, bv the defeat of the enem\', and his retreat to the posi­
tion ot Chippewa, with the loss of two of his guns, and aD 
immense nllmber of killed and wounded, and se\'t"'ral hundred 
prisoners. When all have behaved nobly, it is unnecessary to 
hold up particular instances of merit in corps or individuals. 
The lieutenant-general cannot, however, refrain from ex­
pressing in the strongest manner his admiration of the gal­
lantry and steadiness of the 89th regiment under lieutenant­
colonel Morrison, and major Clifford, \\'ho ably and gallantly 
supplied the lIeutenant-colonel's place after he was wounded; 
41st light company under captai,n (.lew, and detachment of 
the 8th, or king?s I'l giment, under utptain. Campbell; and 
royals acting with them; also a party of illwrporated militia, 
by whom the brunt of the action W:lS for a considerable time 
sustained, and whose loss has been very severe. To the ad­
vanc.e under lieutenant-colonel Pearson, consisting of the 
Glengary light infantr~', under lieutenant-colonel Battersby; 
a small party of the 104th, under lit'utenant-colonel Drum­
mond; the incorporated militia under lieutenant-colond Ro­
binson, and detachments from the first, st"'cond; fourth, and 
fifth Lincoln militia, and second York, under hf"utenant-co­
lonel Pary, 103d, the lieutenant-general offers his warmest 
thanks They are also due to the 'troops which arrived under 
colonel Scott, during the~ction, viz. the First, or Roval Scots 
under lieutenant-.colond Gordon. 8th or king's, under majo; 
Evans; 103d regIment under colonel Scott, fhnk company 
l04th, .with tht Norfol~, Oxford, Kent, and Essex rangers, 
and Middlesex, under heutenant-colonel Hamilton . 
. The admirable steadiness and good conduct of the 19th 

lIght dragoons under major Lisle, and of the detat:hment of 
r~yal artill~ry under cap,ain Madachlan, are entitled to par­
tlcular praule; the latter officer having been badly wounded, 

• 
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the- command of the artillery devolved to capttlin Mackono­
chie, with whose gallantry and exertions lieutenant- general 
Drummr)l1d was highly pleasedo Serjeant Austin. who di­
rected the fire of the cong.oeve rockets, deserves very great 
credit.- 1'0 tqe .o!ficers _of the general and of his personat 
staff, to captain Holland, aid-de-camp to major. general Ri­
all, lieutenant-general Drummond feels himself greatly in-
debted for the assistance the V affordt-d him. -

He has to lament being d~prived (by a wonnd early in the­
action) of the services of major- general Riall, who was 
most unfortunately made prisoner, while returning from the 
field, by a party of the enemy's cavalry, who had a momen ... 
tary possession of the road. Lieutenant-general Drummond 
has also to regret the wounds which have deprived the corps 
of the services of lieutenant':'colonel Morrison, 80th regi­
ment, and lieuenant-colond Robertson, of the incorporated 
militia. In the fall of lieutenant Moorsom, of the l04th re­
g~ment, serving as deputy assistant adjutant-general, the ser­
VIce has lost a gallant, intelligent, and meritorious young 
officer. 

The lieuteriant-general and president has great pleasure ill 
dismissing to their homes the whole of th ... sedentary mili­
tia, who have so handsomely COme forward on the occasion, 
confident that on any future emergency their loyalty will be 
again equally conspicuous. He will perform a grateful duty 
in representing to his majesty's government. the zeal, brave­
ry, and alacrity with which the militia have co-operated with 
his majesty's troops. 

(Signed) J. HARVEY, 
Lleutenant-colonel and deputy adjutant generaTe 

NAMES OF OFFICERS KILLED, WOUNDED, AND MI8SIlITG. 

Officers "'il~~{J. 
General staff-lieutenant Moorsom, l04th regiment, de .. 

puty assistant adjutant-general. 
1st, or Hoyal Scots-lieutenant Hemphill. 

- 89th regiment, second nattalion-. -captain Sponner and lieu­
tenant Lathum. 

Incorporated militia-ensign Campbell. 

'. Officers wounded. , 
General staff-li~utt"nant:g~nerill Drummon~, severe~y, nC)t 

dangerously; major.gt:ner~l Hiall, do. and prisoner; heute .. 
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uant-colonel Pearson, slight1y;·l~eutenant Le Breton, se-
verely. . 

Royal artillery-captain Maclachlan, dangerously. 
1st, or Royal Scots-captain Brereton, slightly; lieutenant 

Haswell, severely, not dangerously; lieutenant D. Fraser, do.' 
do. missing. . 

1st battalion ~th, or king's-lieutenant Noel and ensign 
Swayne, slightly; ensign M4Donald, severely. 

89th regiment-lieutenant-colonel Morrison, lieutenants 
Sanderson, Steel, Pierce, Taylor, Lloyd, and Miles, severely, 
not dangerously; lieutenant Redman, and adjutant Hopper, 
slightly; lieutenant Grey and ensign Sanders, dangerously. 

103d regiment-lieutenant Langhorne, slightly. 
Glengary light infantry-lieutenant R. Kerr, slightly. 
Incorporated militia-lieutenant-colonel Robinson, dan-

gerously; captain :Fraser, severely; captain Washburn, slight­
ly; captain M4Donald, severely, left arm amputated; lieute­
nant M' Dougall, mortaH y; lieutenant Ratan and ensign M' Do­
nald, severely; lieutenant Hamilton, slightly. 

Second Lincoln militia-adjutant Thompson, slightly,. 
Fourth do. do.-captain H. Nellis and ensign Ken-

nedy, slightly. 
Fifth do. do.-major Hatt, severely. 
Second York militia-major Simons, severely; captain 

M'Kay, slightly; captain Rockman, lieutenants Orrfield and 
Smith, severely. ' 

Officers missing. 
Royal engineers-lieutenant Yale. 
1st, or Hoyal Scots-lieutenants Clyne and Lamont, sup­

posed to be prisoners. 
8th, or king's regiment-quarter~master Kirman. 
4th Lincoln militia-captain H. Nellis and quarter-master 

Bell. 

Officers prisoners. 
General staff-captain Loring, aid-de-camp to general Drum­

mond. 
89th regiment,-captain Gore. 
103d regiment-captain Brown; lieutenant Montgomery, 

and wounded; ensign Lynai. . 
Glengary light infantry-tnsign Robin. 
Incorporated militia-captain Mac Lean ensign Wharf, 

and qu~rt~t:'-master Thompson. , ' 
Prevmclallight dragoons--captain Merritt. 
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Killed, 
Wounded 
Missing, 
Prisoners, 

'. Total-including officers. 

.- 84 
559 
193 

41 

[69 

\ Grand total, 878. 
, In consequence of the great use made by the enemy of 

buck:-shot, many of the wounds have proved slight. 
(Signed) EDWARD BAYNES, 

1f~utant-generaL 

-
ATT .6.CK UPUN BUFF ALO. 

E~tt'acts of le,tters from Brigadier-General Gaines, to the Se­
cretary of War, dated Head-ftuarters, Fort Erie, UpperCa­
nada, August 7, 1814. 
"I arrived at this post on the fOllrth instant, and assumed 

the command-th~ armyis in g~od spirits, and more healthy 
than I could have expected. • , 

"The British army under lieutenant-~eneral Drummond 
is strongly posted opposite to Black Rock, two miles east of 
this fort; a skirt of thick wood separates us • 

. " I yesterday endeavoured to draw him out, to see ~im and 
try his strength-for this purpose I sent tht" rifle corps through 
the intervening woods with orders to amuse the em'my's light 
troops, until his strong columns should get in motion, and 

. then to retire slowly to the plain on this sidt' the \voods, where 
I had a strong line posted in readint'ss to rect'ive the enemy; 
our riflemen mt't and drove the ~nemy's light troops into their 
lines, where they remained, although the riflemen kept the 
woods near two hours, and until they were ordered in. They 
returnee! without being able to draw any part of the enemy's 
force after them. . . 
"M~jor Morgan reports that his ~fficers and men acted 

with ~heir filsual gallantry. The enem~'left 11 dead and three 
prisoners in our hands, and I am informed by two persons 
just from th~ Briti~h camp, that their loss was ml,lch more 
considerable-among their killl·d were fi"l' Indians. We lost 
five killed and some three or four wounded. . 

'.' General Drummond's force, from the best infortnation 
we are able to collect from ,deserters and others, amounts to 
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upwards of 4000. principal1y regulars; De Watteville's regi­
ment has joined since the battle of the 25th ultimo, together 
with two or three compani~-s uf the Glengary corps-making 
a total joined since the 25th, of about 1200.·' 

".August II, 1814,9 P. Me 
"The enemy's position remains unchanged; they have con­

structed two batteries with twu .... mbrasures each, and have 
erected a wooden hreastwork 1200 to 1400 ,-ards in our rear. 
In examining their works yesterda~'~ capta'in Birdsel, of t~e 
fourth rifle regiment, with a detac.hment of the first and hiS 
.company, amounting in the whole to 160 men, beat in two of 
,their strong pickets with a loss on their part of ten killed­
captain Birelsel h:ld one killed and three wounded. 

h General Drummond was much disappointed and chagrined 
at the failure of the enterpris'e of the third instant, against 
Buff ,I, I-Our riflemen having opposed and beaten them. Co­
lond Tucker, it seems, has been publicly reprimanded in ge­
neral orders." 

R~port of Major Morgan • 
. 

Sir, Fort Erie, August 5, 1814. 
Having been stationed' with the first battalion of the first 

regiment of riflemen at Bhtck Rock, on the second instant, I 
. observed the British arm" moving up the river on the oppo­

site shore, and suspc:;,cted they might make a feint on Fort 
Erie, with an intention of a real attack un the Buffalo side. 
I immediately moved and took a position on the upper side 
Qf Conjocta creek, and that night thn::w up a battery of some 
logs, whic.h I found on the ground, and had the bridge torn. 
awav. • 

Ahout 2 o'clock the next morning, my pickets from below 
gave me information of the landing of nine boats full of 
troops, half a mile below. I immediately got my men (240 
in number) to their quarters, and patiently waited ~heir ap­
proach. At a quarter. past f?ur they advanced upon .us, and 
commenced the attack; st"ndmg a party hefore to repair the 
bridge, under the cover of their fire. When th~ had got at 
good rifle distance, I opened a heavy fire on them, which laid 
a number of them on the ground, and comp .... lled them to re­
tire. Thev then formed in the skirts of the wood, and kept 
up the fight at long shot, continually r .... 'nforcing from the Ca­
nada shore, until the~' had 23 boat loads, and then attempted 
to Hank us, by sending a large body up the creek to ford i~, 

1 
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when I detached lieutenants Hyan, Smith, and Armstrong, 
w,ith about 60 men, to oppose their left wing, where they were 
again repulsedwitlt consideraQle loss-after which they ap- ' 
peared disposed to give up their obj<'ct, and retreated by 
throwing six boat loads of troops on SqlJ.aw Island, which 
enfiladed the creek. and 'prevented me from harrassing their 
rear. Their superior nu mbers enabled them to take their. 
killed and wounded off the field, which we plainly saw, and 
observed they suffered severely. We found some of their 
dead thrown into the river, and covered with logs and stones, 
and some on the field. We also collected a number of mus­
kets and accoutrements, with clothing that appeared to have 
been torn to bind their wounds. We took six prisoners, who 
stated the British force ppposed to us, to consist of from 12 
to 1500 men, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Tucker, of 
the 41st regiment. They also state that their object was to 
re-capture general Kiall, with the other British prisoners, 
and destroy the public stores deposited at Buffalo. The ac­
tion continued about ·two hours and a half, I am happy to 
state they were completely foiled in their attempts. Ollr loss 
is trifling compared with ~heirs-we had two kil~ed and eight 
wounded. I am sorry to mform ,'nu that captam Hamilton, 
lieutenants Wadsworth and M'Intosh, are among the latter. 
Their gallantry in exposing themselves to encourage their 
men, I think entitIe!5 them to the notice of their country. My 
whole command behaved in a manner that merited my warm­
est approbation; and, in justice to them, I cannot avoid men- '" 
tioning the names of the officers, ~hich are as follows:-cap. 
tain Hamilton, lit'utenants Wadsworth, Ryan, Calhoun, M" In-

, tosh, Arnold, Shortridge, M' Farland, Tipton, Armstrong, 
Smith, Cobbs, Davidson, and, Austin, with ensign Page. 

If, sir, you believe we have done our duty, we shall feel 
highly gratified. . 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant; 
L. MOHGAN, 

Major,jirst rijle regiment. 

Recapitulation oJ ou,. killed a1'ld wounded. 

Wounded, 
Killed, 

Aggregate 

Capt. Sub. Rank and file. 
125 

1 

2 

7 
10 
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AMERICAN AND BRITISH ACCOUN'rS OF THE STOAMIN'G OJ!' 

FORT ERIE. 

Copy of a letter from Brigadier-G~neral Gaines to the Secr~­
taryof War, dated Ht'ad-ftuarters, Fort Erie, Upper Ca­
nada, August 15, 1814, 7 A. M. 

Dear Sir, 
My heart is gladdened with gratitude to heaven and joy 

to my countn', to have it in my power to inform you that the 
gallant arm~' under mv command has this morning beaten the 
enemy commanded by lieutt.nant-general Drummond, after 
a severe conflict of nt'ar three hours, commencing at two 
o'clock, A. M. They attacked us on each flank, got posses­
sion of the salient bastion of the old Fort Erie, which was 
regained at the point of the ba~'onet, with a dreadful slaughter. 

The enemy·s loss in killed and prisoners is about 600-
near 300 killed. Our loss is considerable, but I think not one 
tenth as great as that of the enemy. I will not detain the ~x­
press to give you the particulars. I am preparing my force to 
follow up the blow. 

With great respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES, 

.J ' Brigadler-generai,'commanding. 
Honourable John Armstrong, Secretary,of War • 

.. Copies of letters from Brigadier-General Gaines to th~ Secr~­
tary of War, dated Head-SZuarters, Fort Erie, Upper Ca­
nada, August 23, 1814. 

Sir, 
Loss of sleep and constant exposure to the weather in its 

variolls changes, gave me some days ago a violent cold, which 
has put it Ollt of m\ power to do any thing more than the 
state of the 'service here rendered, absolutely indispensable. 
Hence my apology for delaying until this dely my report of 
the battle of th~ 15th instant. 

Gel1t:'ral Drummond is quietly engaged in collecting his 
reinforcements. His camp appears to be fortified. I attempted 
to look at it a few days past, and it cost me a fine young of­
ficer, lieutenant Yates of the fourth rifle regiment, killed. and 
lieutenant Kearslt'y of that excellent corps, with lieutenant 
Childs of the ninth, wounded, with the loss of some two or 
three privates killed, and five or six wounded. The loss of 
the enemy I was unable (0 ascertain. He would not leave his 
defences, and I did not think fit to leave mine at all ez.eosed. 
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Several deserters say that the sixth and 82d regi~ents ar­
rived last night. Their colonel, Scott, is dead; about 20 de­
serters from the De Watteville regiment, and some few from 
other corps, concur in . the report that the loss in killed, 
wounded, and missing, on the 15th, was upwards of a thou­
sand. 

Your obedient servant, 
.E. P. GAINES, 

Brigadier-genua!, commanding­
General Armstrong, Secretary of War. 

Head-S'<..uarters, left wing, second division, 
Sir, Fort Erie, Upper Canada, August ,1814. 

I have the honour to communicate, for the information of 
the department of war, the particulars of the battle fought at 
this place on the 15th instant, between the left wing of the 
second division of the northern army, undt:r my command, 
and the British forces in the peninsJlla of Upper Canada,' 
commanded by lieutenant-general Drummond, which termi­
nated in a signal victory in favour of the United Americ.ao. 
arms. 

Our position on the margin of the lake at the entrance of 
the Ni~gara river, being nearly a horizontal plain, 12 or 15 
feet above the surface of the water, possessing few natural 
advantages, had been strengthened in front by temporary pa­
rapet breast-works, entrenchments, and abattis, with two bat­
teries and six field-pieces. The sman unfinished Fort Erie, 
with a 24, 18, and 12-pounder, forms the. north";east, and the 
Douglass battery, with an 18 and 6-pounder near the edge of 
the lake, the south-east angle of our right.-Th.e left is de­
fended by' a redoubt battery, with six iield-piec('s,jnst thrown 
up on a small ridge. Our rear Was left open to the lake, bor­
dered by a rocky shore of easy asc.ent. The battery on the 
left was deferided by captain Towson; Fort Erie by car,tain 
Williams, with major Trimble's command of the 19th infan­
try; the batteries on the front by captains Biddle and Fan­
ning; the whole of the artillery commanded by major Hind- . 
man. Parts of the .11 th, 9th, and 22d infantry (of the late ve­
teran brigade. of major-general Scott), were posted on the 
l'ight under the. command of lieutenant-colonel Aspinwall. 
General RIpley's brigade, consisting of the 21st and 23d, de­
fended the left; general Porter's brigade of New York and 
Pennsylvania volunteers, with our distinguished ·riftemen, oc­
cupied the centre. 

vote IV. ", "[KJ 

-~ 
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I have heretofore omitted stating to you, that during the 
13th :md 14th, the ennn" h:ld kept up a brisk cannonade, 
whih wa ... sharply returned from our batteries, with,out any 
consicit-rable loss on Ollr part. P. t 6 P. l\f. one of thelr sheUs 
lodgt"d in a smaJl m"g.,zint" in Fort Erie, whie? was fortu­
nateh- almost t'mpty, It hlew up with an explOSIOn more aw­
ful in arpearanct' than injurious in its effects, as it did not 
disable a man or derange a gun. It occasioned but a mom~n­
tan' cessation of the thunders of the artillt'Tv on both sides; 
it was followt'd by' a loud and JOYOllS shout b~ the British. ar­
my, whi .. h was instanth returned on our part, and captain 
Williams, amidst the smoke of the explosion, renewed the con­
test by an animated roar of his heavy cannon. 

From the supposed loss of our ammunition, and the con­
sequent depression such an event was likely to produce upon 
the minds of our men, I felt persuaded that this explosioQ. 
would lead the enemy to assault, and made my arrangements 
accordingly. The annc;~ed paper, No.1, is a cop!' of lieu­
tenant-general Drummond's order and plan of attack. 

The night was dark and the early part of it raining, but the 
faithful sentinel slept not-one-third of the troops were up 
at their posts. At half past two o'clock the right column of 
the enemy approached, and though enveloped in darkness 
black as his designs and principlest, was distinctly heard on 
()ur left, and promptly marked by our musketry under ma­
jor Wood, and cannon under captain Towson. Being mounted 
at the moment, I repaired to the point of attack, where the 
sheet of fire rolling from Towson's battery, and the mus­
ketry of the left wing of the 25th infantry under major Wood, 
enabled me to see the enem~"s column of about 1500 men ap­
proac.hing on that point; his advance was not checked until 
it had approached within ten feet of our inf~ntry. A line of 
loose brush representing an abattis only intervened; a column 
of the enemy attempted to pass round the abattis through the 
w~ter ~vhere it was nea.r1y breast deep. Apprehending that 
thIS pomt would be earned, I ordered a detachment of rifle­
men and infantry tO,its support, but having met with the gal­
lant commander major Wood, was ~sSllred by him that he 
could defend his position without reinforcements. At this 
moment the en~my w.t re repulsed, but instantly renewed the 
charge, and were agam repulsed. M v attention was now call­
ed to the right, where our batteries a~d lines were soon light-

... t I ~everal times heard, and many of our officers heard, orders given 
to g'lve the damned Yankee rascals-no quarter." 
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ed by a most hrillialltfire of cannon and musketry; it an­
nounced the appr()ach of the cen're and left columns of the 
enemy, under colonels Drummond and Scotr; the latter was 
received by the. veteran ninth, uncit'r the command of captain 
Foster, and captains Boughton and Harding's companies of 
New York and Penn'sylvania volunteers, aided by a six-pound­
er judiciously posted 'b~ major M'Kee, chief engineer, whet 
was most active and useful at this point-they were repulsed. 
That of the centre, led by colonel Drummond, was not long 
kept in check; it approached at once every assailable point of 
the fort, and with scaling ladders ascended the parapet, but 
was repulsed with dreadful carnage. The assault was twice 
repeated, and as often checked, but the enemy having moved 
round in the ditch, covered bv darkness added to the heavy 
c1oudofsmoke which had rolled from ourcannonand musketry, 
enveloping surrounding ohjects, repeated the charge, re-as­
cended the ladders; their pIkes, ha:,onets, and spears fdlup­
on our v;allant atti11e1'i<;:.8. The gaihnt spirits of ollr favourite 
captain Williams and lieutenants M"Dnnough and Wa'mough, 
with their brave men, were overcome. The two former and 
several of their m"n received deadly wounds. OUf bastion 
was lost. Lieutenant M" Donough being severt·h· wounded, de­
manded quarter. It was refused by colonel Drummond. The 
lieutenant then seized a handspike, and nobly defended him­
self until he was shot down with a pistol bv the monster who 
had refused him quarter, who often reiterated the order­
"give the damned Yankees no quarter." This officer, whose 
bravery, if it had been seasoned with virtue, would have en­
titled him to the admiration of every soldier--this hardened 
murderer soon met his fate. He was shot through the breast 
by of the regiment, while repeating the 
order to "give no quarter." 

The battle now raged with increased fury on the right, but 
on the left the enem~r was repulsed and put to flight. Thence 
and from the centre I ordered reinforcements. They were 
promptly sent by brigadier-general Hipl<:~', and brigadier-ge­
neral Porter. Captain F:lOning, of the corps of artillery, kept 
up a spirited and destructive fire with his field-pieces on the 
enemy attempting to' approach the fort. Major Hindman's 
gallant efforts, aide!! b,' major j rimble, ha\'ing failed to 
drive the enemy from the ,bastion with the remainill~ artil­
lerists and infantry in the fort. captain Birdsall of fourth ri­
fle regiment, with a d'et,tchment of rifl,men, gallantl~ rushed· 
in' through the gateway to their assistanc.e, and wilh somt.: i?­
fantry charged the enemy; but,was repulsed, and the captal11, 
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severely wounded. A detachment from the 11th, 19t1~, and 
22d infantry, under captain Foster of the 11 th, were mt!o­
duced over the interior bastion, for the purpose of chargmg 
the enemy. J\bjor Hall, assistant inspector-general, very hand­
somely tendered his Sen' ices to lead the charge. The charge 
was gallantly made by captain Foster and major H~l1, but 
owing to the narrOwness of the passage up to tht bastIOn, ad­
mitting only two or three men a-breast, it failed. It was oft­
en repeated, and as often checkt-d. The enemv's force in the 
bastion was, however, much cut to pieces and diminished by 
our artillery and small arms. At this moment every opera­
tion was arrested b~" the explosion of some cartridges depo­
sited in the end of '.he stone building adjoining the contested 
bastion. The explosion was tremendous--it was deci~ive: 'the 
bastion was restored. At this moment captain Biddle was or­
dered to have a field-piece posted so as to enfilade the exte­
rior plain and salient glacis. The captain, though not reco­
vered from a severe contusion in the shoulder, received from 
one of the enemy's shells, promptly took his position, and 
served his field-piece with vivacity amI dfect. Captain Fan­
ning's battex-y likewise played upon· them at thi.s time with 
great effect. The enemy were in a few moments entirely de­
feated, taken, or put to flight, leaving on the field 221 killed, 
174 wounded, and 186 prisoners, including 14 offict:rs killed 
and seven wounded and prisoners. A large portion are so se­
verely wounded, that they cannot survive; the slightly wound­
ed, it is presumed, were carried off. 

To brigadier-general Hipley much credit is due, for the 
judicious dispositlOn of the left wing previolls to the action,. 
and for the steady disciplined courage manifested by him and 
his immediate command, and for the promptness with which 
he complied with my orders for reinforcement during the ac­
tion. Brigadier.general Porter, commanding the New York 
and Pennsylvania volunteers, manifested a degree of vigi­
lance and judgment in his preparatory arrangements, as well 
as military skill and couraGe in action, which proves him to 
be worthy of the confidence of his country and the brave 
"~lunteers who fou~ht u~der h.im. Of the volunteers, cap­
tams Bo.ughton and Hardmg, With their detachments, posted 
on the nght and attached t~ the .line, commanded by captain 
E. Foster of the veteran nmth lI1fantrv, handsomelvcontri­
buted to the repulse of the h:ft colum~ of the enemy under 
colonel Scott. 

The judicious preparations and steady conduct of lie ute-
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nant-colonel Aspinwall, commanding the first hrigade, merit 
approbation.· _ . . 

To majot M'Kee, chief engineer,. the .greatest, cr~dit is 
due for tht" excellent -a1'r~ngement' and skl.\.flll ex~utlOn of 
his plans for fortifying and ddending the'right, and for his 
correct and seasonable suggestions to regain the hastion. Ma­
jor Wood, of the engineers, also ~rt'atl\' contrihutt'd to the 
pre,;ious measures ·of defence; H,· had accepted the com­
mand of a regiment of infantry (the 21st), for which he has 
often proved himself well qualified, but nt'ver so conspicuously 
as on this occasion. 

Towson's battery emitted a constant sheet of fire. "Vood's 
small arms lighted l.lP the space, and repulsed five terrible 
charges made between the battery and the lake. Brigadier­
general Ripley speaks in high terms of the officers ,nd men 
engaged, particularly captains Marston and Hopes; lieute­
nants Hiddle (of the 15th, doing duty with the 21st) and 
Hall; e~signs Benn, Jones, Cummings, and Thomas of the 
21 sf, and Keally and Green of the 19th, 

Major Hindman, and the whole of the artillery under the 
command of that excellent officer, displayed a degree of gal­
lantry and good conduct not to be surpassed. The particular 
situation of captain Towson, and the much-lamented captain 

. Williams and lieutenant M'Donough, and that of lit-utenant 
Watmough, as already described, with tht'ir respective com­
mands, rendered them mo'lt conspicuous, The courage and 
good conduct of lieutenant Zantzinger and lieutenant Chiles, 
is spoken of in the highest terms by majnr Hindman and 
captain Towson, as also that of serjeant-major Denhon. Cap­
tains Biddle and Fanning, on the centre and right of their 
entrenchments, threw their shot to the right, left, and front, 
and annoyed the Indians and light troops of the enemy ap­
proaching from <the woods. Linitenant Fontaine, in his zeal 
to meet .the enemy, was unfortunately wounded and made 
prisoner. Lieu"tenant Bird was active and useful, and in fact 
every individual of the corps did thei~ duty. . 

The detachment of Scott's gallal1t brigade, consisting of 
parts of the 9th, 11 th, and 22d infantry, did its duty in a man­
ner worthy the high reputation the hrigade had acquired at 
Chippewa and at the falls of the Niagara. The 9th, under 
the command of captain Edmllnu Foster, was actively en­
gaged against the left of tht> enem,', and with ,he aid ofIieu­
tenant Douglass's corps of bornbardiers, commanding .he wa­
ter battery, and of that of the ~?lunteer5, under captains Bough-

.. .~ \ 
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ton anel Harding', effected their repulse. The good conduct 
of lieutenants Childs, Cushman, anel Foot, and ensign Blake, 
de~erve5 com mendation. 

The offi. t'rs killed ~re iaptain WiI11ams and lif>utenant 
M'Donoll~h of the artillt'r~'; wOllndnl, li"ut!'n;:!nt Watmough 
of the artill ... ry; ensign Cisna 19th; li,'utenant Bushnt'll 21 st; 
lieuttnants Brown and ~t'lknap 23d; and captain Birdsall, 
4th rifle regiment, all severeh-. 

Lieutenant Fontaine of the artillery, who was taken pri. 
soner, writes from·the British camp, tl,at he fortunately fell 
into the hands of the Indians, who, after taking his mo­
ney. treated him kindly. It would seem, then, that these sa­
vages had not joined in the resolution tQ give no quarter. 

To major Jones, assistant adjutant-general, and major Hall, 
assistant .inspector-gent'ral; captain Harris, of the dragoons, 
volllntet'r aid-de-camp; lieutenant Belton, aid-de-camp, much 
credit is due for their lonstant vigilance and strict attention 
to ever~' duty previolls to the action, and the stead\' courage, 
zeal, and acti\'ity which th.·,· manif('stt'd during the action. 

The surgeons, Drs. Fuller, 23d, Trollhridge, 21st, with 
their mates; doctors G;llt', of the 23d, and Everitt and Al­
len, of the 21 st, deserve the warmt'st approbation, for their 
indefatigable exertions and humane attention to the wound­
ed of ollr army, as well as to the prisoners who fell into their 
hands. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your very obeelient servant, 
E. P. GAINES, 

Brigadier-general, commanding. 
Hon. John Armstrong, Secretary of War, Washington. 

Report of the killed, wounded, and prisoners, taken at the hattie 
of Erie, Upper Canada, August 15, 1814 .. 

Killed, left on the fidd, 222-wounded, left on the field, 
174-prisoners, 186-grand total 582 . 
. Two hundred supposed to be killed on the left flank near 

Snake Hill (in the water), and permitted to float down the 
Niagara. The number on the right flank near the woods 
could not be ascertained. 

Given at the inspector-general's office, Fort Erie, Upper 
Canada.' 

NATHANIEL N. HALL, 
. Assistant inspector-general. 

Brigadier-general E. P. Gaines, €!re. 
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Official r~por,t of the kiiled. wounded. ani~is.r;ing. of the left 
division of the United States army, ('ommandf'd by brigadier­
general Gai.llt's, tTl t t' at·tion oj the 15th August, IH14,at 
Fort Erie, Upper Canada. . . . . . 

. I ,~ " 

Adjutant-general's Office, Fort E7'ie, Aug. 14th, 181~. 

Corps of bombardiers. ., 
Killed. ,1 private. \ 

Artillery. 
Killt'd, 1 captain, 1 subaltern, 2 priv:ltes-wounded se­

verely, 1 lieutenant, 3 privates-slightly, 6 privates-missing, 
1 lieutenant, 3 privates. 

1st hrigade. . 
9th regiment-slightly wounded, 1 private. 
11th regiment-killed, 3 privates-wound .. d d~ngerously, 

1 serjeant, 1 private-severely, 4 pr-ivates-slightly, 4 pri-
vates-missing, 1 private. . 

19th regiment-killed, 5 privates-w'ounded dangerously, 
1 subalter.n-sevaely, 1 serjeant, 4 privates-slightly, 1 cor­
poral, 8 privates*. 

22d regiment-killed, 2 privates~wounded severely, 5 
privates. . 

2d brigade. 
21st regimeIlt-killed, 2 privates-. wounded severely, 1 

subaltern, 3 privates-slightly, 3 privates-missing, 3 pri­
vates. 

23d regiment-wounded severely, 2 subalterns, 1 private­
slightly,.3 privates-missing, 2 privates. 

.' 
. 1st and 4th rifle corps. ' ;\ ' 

'Voun~edsev:erely, 1 captain, 1 private-missing, 1 private. 

Grand total-l captain, 1 subaltern, 15 pri'vates, killed. 
1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 1 private, dangerously wounded. 
1 captain, 4 subalterns, 1 serjeant, 21 priva~es, severely 

wounded. . . ' 
1 corporal, 25 privates, slightly wounded. 
1 lieutenant, 10 privates, ttlissing. . 

.. '. Names' of oJftcers. '. 
Arti1lery-captai~ Williams, and lieutenant M'Donough, 

killed, defending the bastion. . 

~ This regiment wa.s stationed in the fort. 
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Lieutenant Watmough, wounded severely. 
Lieutenant Fountain, missing, thrown from the bastion. 
Infantry--19th regiment, ensign Cissua, dangerollsly, in 

defence of the fort. . 
19th regiment-lieutenant Bushnell, severely, do. 
23d regiment-lieutenant Brown, do. do. 
Do. lieut~na'ht Bdknap, do. in defending the picket guard 

which he commanded. 
4th rifle regiment-captain Birdsal, accidentally wounded, 

whilst defendmg the fort, by one of his own soldiers. 

Report oj the killed and wounded ~f the left division of the 
United StattS (/' my, commanded by brigadier-general Gaines, 
during the canlZonading and bombardment, commencing at 
sun-rise on the mornillg of the 13th instaiit, and continuing 
without intermission till 8 o'clock, P. Mo, recommenced on the 
14th at rJay-light\ with illCrf'ased warmth, and ending one 
hour befare the commencement of the action at Erie, on the 
morning of the 15~h. . 

Ad) utant-general' s oiJice, Al!gust 15tlz, 1814. 

Corps of artillery. 
Wounded severel~', 2 pl'i,'att's--slightly, 1 captain, ·2 sub­

altt'fns, 1 serjeant, 1 corporal, 3 privates. 
11th regiment--wounded severely, 2 serjeants,2 privates; 

slightly, 3 privat~s. . 
19th regiment--wounded severely, 1 subaltern. 
21st regiment-killed, 4 privates--wounded severely, 3 

privates-slightly, 2 privates. 
22d regiment-killed, 1 serjeant-wounded severely, 2 

corporals, 2 privates--slightly, 3 privates • 
. 23d regiment-killed, 1 private-wounded severely, 1 

private. 

Rifle regiments, lst and 4th. 
Killed, 1 corporal, 2 privates-wounded severely 8 PrI-

vates-slightly, 1 private. . . , 

Grand total-l serjeant, 1 corporal, 7 privates, killed. 
1 subaltern,2 serjeants, 2 corporals, 14 privates, severely 

wounded • 
. 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 1 serje·ant,1 corporal, 12 privates, 

slIghtly wounded. 
. . Officers wounded. . 

. ArttlIery--captain Biddle~ lieutenant Zantzinger, adjutant. 
lIeutenant Watmnqgh. 
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Infantry--lieutenant Pat~erson, 19th regiment. 
Killed-George Carryl, 25th infantry, orderly to ~eneral 

Gaines. ROGKR JONES, 
Assistant adjutant~general. 

Copy oj a letter from Brigadier-General Gain~s to the Secre­
tary oj War, dated Head-stuarters, Erie, Upper Canada, 
August 26; 1814. 

Sir, 
In my report of the battle of the 15th instant, I inadvert­

ently omitted the names of captain Chunn of the 19th; and 
l~eutenants Bowman and Larnea of the 21st, and lieutenant 
Jewitt of the 11th infantry, as also my brigade-m3;jor, lieute­
nant Gleason; each of whom bore a conspicuous part in the 
action, and whom "I beg leave to recommend to your notice. 
Lieutenants Bowman and Larned commanded companies in 
the 21st, which so gallantly beat the enemy's right column. 
Captain Chunn, with his company, was doing duty with the 
same regiment. I also omitted mentioning that part of this 
regiment pursued the enemy's right upwards of a mile, and 
took nearly 100 prisoners-his left ,vas like·wise pursued, 
and mOl"e than an hundred prisoners taken beyond our works. 
These facts prove that the affair was not merely a defence of 
our position, or a mere repulse of the. enemy, as I find it 
called by some. As regards myself, I am satisfied with the 

. result, and am not disposed to make any difficulty about the 
name by which the affair ml-ly be called; but it is due to the 
brave men I have the honour to command, that I should say, 
thhtthe affair was to the enemy a sore beating and a defeat, 
and it was to us a handsome victory. 

Our position is growing stronger every day by the exer­
tions of majors M'Rea and Wood, and the officers and men 
generally. We keep up a smart cannonade. One ofihe ene­
my's pickets yesterday approached nearer to ours than usual. 
Major Brooks, officer of the day, added 100 men to our pick­
et, attacked and drove them in with wnsiderab1e loss; the ma­
jor brought in about 30 muskets. In this affair, however, we 
'have to lament the loss of another gallant officer, captain 
Wattles, of the 23d; our loss was otherwise inconsidera~ 
bIe. _. 

I,have the honour to be, sir, your v~ry obedient servant, 
E. P. GAINES, 

Brigadier-general, commanding-. 
Han. John Armstronc', Secretary ofrVar. 

VOL~ IV. .. {L] 
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Report of General Ripley. 
Brigadier-general Gaines-Sir. 

I take the liberty of reporting to you. the course.of opera­
tions on the left flank of the camp, dur10g the action of the 
15th instant. 

From indications satisfactory to me, I was persuaded very 
early of the enemy's design or" attacking us ~n our .position. 
Before any alarm, I caused my brigade to occupy their alarm­
posts. On the first fire of the picket, captain Towson opened 
his artillenr upon them from Fort Williams, in a style which 
does him -infinite credit; it was ·continued with very great 
effect upon the enemy during the whole action. . 

The enemy advanced with fixed bayonets, and attempted 
to enter our works between the fort and water. They brought 
ladders for the purpose of scaling, and in order to prevent 
tJ:teir troops from resorting to any other course excepting t~e 
bayonet, had caused all the flints to be taken from theIr 
ml~skets. The column that approached in this direction COD­

sisted of and amounting in number to 
at least 1500 men-and according to the representation of 
prisoners they were 20do strong. The companies posted at 
the point of the works which they attempted to escalade, 
were captain Ross's, captain Marston's, lieutenant Bowman's, 
and lieutenant Larned's, of the 21st regiment, not exceeding 
2$0 men, under command of major Wood, of the engineer 
corps. On the enemy's approach they opened their musketry 
upon them in a manner the most powerful. Fort Williams 
and this little band emitted one broad uninterrupted sheet 
of light-the enemy were repulsed. They rallied, came on 
a second time to the charge, and a party waded round our 
line by the lake, and came in on the flank-but a reserve of 
two cO!Dpanies, posted in the commencement of the action 
to support this point, marched up and fired upon the party­
they were all killed or taken. Five times in this manner did 
the enemy advance to the chargl-fi,'e times were their 
c?lumns be~ten back in ~he utmost confusion by a force one­
sixth of thelT numbers; ull at length, finding the contest una­
vailing! they retired. ~t thi_s point we made 147 prisoners. 

DU~Jng the contest 10 thiS quarter, the lines of the whole 
left wmg were perfectl~- lined, in addition to the reserves; 
and I fo_und myself _able to detach three companies of the 
23~ regIment fr,om the left, to reinforce the troops at Fort 
Ene. \' I z. ~aptam Wattles's, lieutenant Cantine's and lieu­
te~ant Brown's companies-and one of the 17th ~nder cap­
talll ChUllD. They were in the fort during the'time of the 
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explosion, and their conduct is highlY'spoken of by major 
Broo~e, their commanding officer. Indeed, from the h~gh 
state to which that regiment has been b'rought by major 
Brooke, I am conyinced that no troops will beha,,:e better •. 

In submitting to your view the conduct of the troops un­
der my command on this occasion, I find every thing to ap­
plaud, and nothi,ng to reprehend. The utmost coolness and 
subordination was manifested both by the 21st and 23d regi­
ments. To' major Wood I fed particularly indebted. This 
officer's merits are so well known, that approbation calll 
scarcely add to his reputation. !ie has the merit, with his 
Spartan band, in connexion with captain Towson's artillery. 
of defeating a vaunting foe of six times his force. Major 
B~ooke did every thing in his power; and it affords me plea­
sure at all times to call the attention of the general command­
ing to this amiable and accomplished officer. 

The officers commanding companies immediately engaged, 
have my highest commendations-their conduct was most 
judicious and gallant. I cannot refrain from adverting to the 
manner in which captain Towson's artillery was served-I 
have never seen it equalled. This officer has so often distin­
guished himself, that to say simply that he is in action, is a 
volume of eulogium-the army, only to be informed he is 
there, by a spontaneous .assent, are at once satisfied that he 
has performed well his part. I have no idea that there is an 
artillery oiicer in any service superior to him in the know­
ledge and performance of his duty. 

The officers'l have mentioned as commanding companies 
of the 21st and 23d regiments, are particularly commended 
by their commanding officers. Captain Mcttston, a most va­
luable officer, commanded a first line of thr.t:e companies op­
posed tft the enemy~s column. Captain Ropes commanded 
the companies ofref·erve. Major Wood reports in the high­
est terms of the good conduct of the subalterns. Lieutenant 
Riddle of the 15th, attached to the 21st, and Hall, and ensign. 
Bean, J 9nes, Cumming, and Thomas of the 19lh; as being 
extremely active, and performing their duties with alacrity. 

The manner in ~hich lieutenant Belknap, of the 23d, re­
tired with his picket guard from before the enemy's column, 
excites my particular commendation. He gave orders to fire 
three times as he was retreating to camp, himself bringing 
up the rear. In this gallant manner, he kept the light advance 
of the enemy in check, for a distance of two or, thre~ hun­
dred yards. I have to regret, that when entering our lines 
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after his troops, the enemy pushed so close upon him that 
he received a severe wound from a bayonet. 

Lieuten:tnts Bllshne1 and Cissney, of the 19th, whilst gal­
lantlv enrraged with the enemy at Fort Erie, were both se­
vere!," if not mortally wounded. Their conduct merits the , . 
warmtst approb:ttion. 

Permit me to recommend to VOllr notice, the good conduct 
of m,' staff, lieutenant KirlJ\', of the corps of artillery, my 
ajJ-dt>-C::;"~lP, :Ina lic:utenant Holding, acting brigade-major; 
their acti\·it\· ,ll~d ze<ll was entirelv to m\' satisfaclion. . 

I clost' tl:i" long report, with st',lting to ~ Oll in the highest 
terms of :iPi~'()bation, thl.! skilfulness exhibited by doctor 
Fuller, surgeon of th", ~3d, and doctors Trowbridge, surgeon 
of the 21st infaotrv, with their mates, doctor Gale, of the 
23d. and du,,·tors Everett and Alit'n, of the 21 st, their active, 
humane, and judicious treatment of the wounded, both of the 
enem~· and of our own, together with their steady and con­
stant attention to the duties of their station, must have at­
tracted your personal observation, and I am confident, will 
receive your approbation. 

I have the honour to be, most respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

. (Signed) EL. 'V. RIPLEY, 
Bri::;adier-general, commanding 2d brigade. 

Fort Erie, [}jJ/JC1" Canada, August 17th, 1814. 

. ~;ENE~AL OHDERS. 
Adjlltai2t-general'8 ojJic~, Fort Erie, ScJJt~mb('r 2d, 1814. 
l\L~ior-gcllaal Brown resumes the c.ommand of the troops 

on the Niagan frontier. 
The m~ljol·. :;-:I1:'ra1 recurs with proud s:ltisfaction to the 

conduct of h.s di\ision, since the opening of the c3mpaign. 
It was opentd in the defence of the munitions of war destin­
ed for the n~l\ ~', which were embarked at Oswego, when the 
enemy W:I.'; in !Ilrce on the lake, landed at Sandv cn.:ek and . , 
t~an.sportt(l to Sackett's Harnour. Oswego displays. the dis-
uplme an~ prowess of a single battalion of artillery, led by 
co!~nel l\lltchell; and S~ndy Creek gives name to the gallant . 
~CllleVement of the 1st riflemen under lieutenant-colonel Ap­
pling. 

The braveno alone, of American soldiers has often shown 
the:n .superio~ to their Br~tis.h ~dversari:s; 'but on the plains 
o~Ctllppewa, bravery and diSCIplIne both rise pre-eminent, and 
trlUmph over the enemy·s best troops, led on in the ablest 
manner. There the brigade of major-general Scott, fought 
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British veterans, battalion against battalion, and the smalles,t 
in numbers conquered. Victory crowned the American arms. 

At the Falls of Niagara, our brave soldiers met a severer 
trial; they rose superior to the test, and proved their intrepi­
dity equal to any exigence. They engaged the- w.hole force -
of the enemy, and again conquered a larger than their own. 
The victory was ours; the trophies of victoc~ only were not 
accomplished. The enemy had relinquished the contest and 

, the field to our superiority. 
The glorious defeat of an important expedition of the ene­

my, on our own shore, is again accomplished by the first rifle 
regiment, on its arrival at this frontier, under the late distin­
guished major Morgan. 

Another trial was left for the brave spirits who compose 
the American force in Canada. An endurance of fatigue was 
shown with unexampled cheerfulness, on the works arou nd 
their camp at Fort Erie; ,and a new test of military prowess 
was called for, to complete the glorious character of the divi­
sion. They were called to receive the attack of heavy columns 
of the enemy, on their lines of entrenchment, and the signal 
manner in which they acquitted themselves, as well as the 
vigilance of their brave and finished com mander brigadier­
general Gaines, is established by the brilli~nt victory acquit;ed 
on the 15th of August. The discomfiture of the forces under 
lieut~nant-general Drummond, was attended with a disparity 
ofloss, unexampled in the record of battles. 

By order of major-general Brown. 
C. K. GAHDNER, 

Adjutant-general. 

GENERAL ORDER. 
Head-£tuarters, Montreal, August 25th, 1814. 

In promulgating to th. troops an extract from a district 
general order issued by h~tenant-general Drummond to the 
right division of this army, in consequence of the capture of 
two of the enemy's schooners, co-operating in the· defence of 
the enemy's position 'at Fort Erie, the commander of the 
forces avails himself of the opportuni~ it presents, to acknow­
ledge the high sense he entertains of the valuable services 
rendered to the right division by captain Dobbs of the royal 
navy, and the officers and seamen of the vessels placed Undel" 
command for that purpose, by commodore sir James Yeo. 

T.his event, so ably planned and so gallantly executed, was 
followed by a general attack of the enemy's forts and en­
trenchments. 
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Lieutenant-general Drummond reports, that the spirit with 
, ~ 

which it was undertaken enabled our troops to surmount 
even obstacle. Fort Erie and the entrenchments were en­
tered, the guns turned on the: barrack block-house (the ene­
m~ 's last refuge), when unfortunately a most violent explo­
sion octurred on the nattery: in its effect destro~'ing and 
disabling m"ny a valuahle officer and soldier, and caused so 
considerable a consrernation, as to 'induce the remaining 
troop~ to abandon the works, and all those advantages which 
they had gained by their determined conduct, and precipi-, 
tatdv to retire to our first approaches. 

From other causes almost inseparable from night opera­
tions, carried an in a close and difficult country, the right 
column failed in the object it had to accomplish. . 

With deep rtgret the commander of the forces records 
the loss his majesty's service has sustained on this occasion • 

• Return of killed, wlJunded, and missing of the right division, in 
the assault of Fort Erie, on the L5th August, 1814. 

Killed-l colonel, 1 lie utenant-colonel, 1 captain, 1 lieu­
tenant, 1 serjeant, 1 drumml·r. 51 rank and file. 

Wounded-l major, 9 captains, 11 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 
1 Plaster, 20 serjeants, 3 drummers. 262 rank and file. 

Missing-2 captains, 3 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 1 adjutant, 
1 midshipman, 41 serjeants, 3 drummers, 486 rank and file. 

Total-l colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 12 cap­
tains, 15 lieutenants, 4. ensigns, 1 adjutant, 1 master. 1 mid­
shipman, 62 serjea~ts, 7 drummers, 799 rank and file. 

Officers killed-1st or RanI Scots, captain Torrens; 8th 
or King's regiment, lieutenant Noel; 103d regiment, colonel 
Scott; 104th regiment, lieutenant-colonel Drum~ond. . 

Officers wounded-royal navy, captain Dobbs and lieu­
tenant Stevenson, slightly; Mr. H~ris, master, severely. 

1st Royal Scots, captain Ro\van, severely; lieutenant 
Vaughan.-slightly. 4f 

8th or King's, lieutenant Young, slightly. 
41st regiment. flank companies, captains Glew and Bullock, 

se\" reh ; lieuten .. nt Hailes, slightl"; ensign Townshend se-. " , 
verely. 

89lh regiment, captain Barney, acting assistant engineer, 
severely. 

looth regiment, lieutenant Murray, wounded and prisoner; 
volumeer Fraser, severely. . . 

10~d regiment, major ~melt, ann captain Gardner, sevetely; 
captam Colclough, and heutenant Charlton, severely and pri-
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soner; lieutenant Fallon, severely; lieutenant Cappage, jun. 
dangerously; lieutenant Meagher, slightly; lieutenants Bur­
rows, Hazt-'ll, and ensign Nash, severely. 

104th Flank companies, captain Leonard and lieutenant 
M'Laughlin, severt:"l~·. . 

Officers missing-General staff, captain Elliott, deputy-
assistant 'luarter-m=1ster general. 

Royal navy, Mr. Hyde, midshipman. 
41st flank company, lieutenant Gardner, and ensign Hall. 
103d regiment, captain Irwin, .lieutenant Kaye, ensign 

Huoy, lieutenant and adjutant Pettet. 
(Signed) EDW AH D BA YN~S, 

Adjutant-general, N • .A. 

-
.AMERICAN AND BRITISH ACCOUNTS OF THE CAPTUIlE OF 

THE OHIO _~ND SOMERS, ON LAKE R.RIE. 

Copy of a letter from lieutenant Conkling to captain Kennedy, 
dated Fort G.eorge, Upper Canada,' August 16th, 1814. 

Sir, . • 
With extreme regret I have to make known to you the cir­

cumstances attending the capture of the Ohio and Somers. 
On the night of the 12th, between the hours of 10 and 12, 
the boats were seen a short distance a-head of the Somers, 
and wue hailed from that vessel-the\' answered ,. provision 
boats," which deceived the officers of the deck, as our army 
boats had been in the h'lbit of passing and repassing through 
the night, and enabled them to drift athwart his hawser and 
cut hi" cables, at the same time pouring in a heavy fire before 
he discovered who they were. Instantaneously they were 
along side of me, and notwithstanding my exertions, aided 
by Mr. M'Cally," acting sailing-master (who was soon dis­
abled), I was unable to repulse them but for a moment. I 
maintained the Cluarter-deck until mv sword fell, in conse­
quence of a silot in the shoulder, and all on deck either 
wounded. or surrounded by bayonets. As their force was an 
overwhelming one, I thought farther resistance vain, and 
gave up the vessel,with the satisfaction of having performed 
my duty, a~d defended my vessel to the last. -

List of Rilled and ·wounded. 
Ohio. 

Killed-John }4'ifehill, boatswain's mate, shot -through the 
body. 
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Wotmded-Rellht'n Wright, shot through the arm. 
Sailing-master ~I'Call_\, shot through the thigh, and bayo­

netted thrulIf5h the foot. 
Serjeant Eas1man, oft!1e 11th regiment ofthe arm)" wound-

ed in the neck by;, musket ball. 
_ Gran~er, 11th regimt·nt, wounded in the arm. 
__ \Yeath, 11 th do. do. do. 
_ Whillers, 21st do. wounded, cut in the arm. 

Somers. 
Wounded-Samuel Taylor, shot in the arm and cut in the 

head. 
Charles Ordean, cut in the shoulder; also one of the Ohio's 

marines, whose name the seljeant cannot find, now in the 
hospital, badly wounded. 

The enemy's loss in killed and wounded is much more 
considerable; amongst the killed is the commanding oficer 1 
of the N ede:-- (lying here), capt;lin Hatliff; he fell in attempt- , 
ing to tOme over my quarters. Notwithstanding the number 
of muskets and pistols which were fired, and the bustle inse­
parable' from enterprizes of this kind, neither the Fort or the 
Porcupine at,cmpted to fire as we drifted past them, nor did 
we receive a shot until past Black Rock, though they might 
have destroyed us with ease. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. CONKLING. 

P. S. \Ye expect to be sent to Montreal, and perhaps to 
Quebec directlv. 
Bdward P. Ke~nedlj, Esq., commanding United 

States' naval force on Lake Eri~. 

Extract from lIIorning District GenrraIOrdet·. 
Head-~tarters, camp befor~ 

Fort Erie, 13th August, 1814. 
Lieutenant-general Drummond congratulates the army on 

the brilliant achievements executed last 'night by captain 
Dobbs of the royal navy, and a party of seamen and ma­
rines, who in the most gallant style boarded, and after a 
short struggle carried, two of the enemy's armed schooners 
anchored close to Fort Erie. Accident alone prevented the 
capture of the third schooner. Those captured are the Som­
ers and Porcupine; the former mounts two long 12-pound­
ers; the latter one long 12. They were commanded by lieu­
tenants, and had on board 35 men each. The lieutenant-ge­
nerallaments to find that lieutenant Radcliffe, comm,ander of 
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his majesty's schooner Nedy, has fallen on this occasion; he 
was killed in the act of boarding. He will be buried at 12 
o'clock, with such marks of respect as circumstances will 
.permit; besides Mr. Radcliffe, our loss has been only one 
seaman killed and four wounded. The enemv's loss is one 
seaman killed-3 officers and four seamen ,"vounded. The 
whole enterprise reflects the highest credit on the ability and 
spirit of captain Dobbs and the gallant party under his com-
mand. . 

J. HARVEY, 
Lieutenant-colonel, deputy adjutant-general. 

-
CONCLUSIO;. OF THE CAMPAIG~ ON THE NIAGARA, INCLCD­

I:\G THE SORTIE FRO:-I FORT ERIE. 

GENERAL OHDEH. 
Head-s?<!'tarters. Fort Eri~, 6th September, 1SH·. 

The brigadier-general commanding has received the re-
.. port of major Matteson, of the New Yo,-k volunteers, on 

whom devolved the command of the party, engaged in the 
affair of the gallant colonel vVi1cocks. 

With sincere pleasure, the brigadier-general congratulate!'> 
the army that the steadiness and ,-alour which hay . .:: marked 
the conduct of this division, during the whole campaign, were 
again most singularly manifested by the volunteers and re­
gulars engaged on this occasion. 

A party not exceeding 100 volunteers (the enemy being 
of treble numbers) drove the enemy to his works, wi th com­
paratively a small loss, and made him suffer severd". Pre­
vious to this a detachment of forty men from the twenty-first, 
under ensign Thomas, had successfully skirmished with the 

. enemy. 
The conduct of major Matteson on this occasion excites 

the highest approbation of the brigadier-general, his cool. 
ness, courage and prudence, and the good conduct of his 
troops, were again conspicuously manifested. The New York 
volunteers have, on this occasion, as well as every other that 
has occurred during the whole campaign, reflected honour 
on the state of which they are members. Captain Hale of 
the eleventh infantry commanding piquet NO.2, and ensign 
Thomas commanding the regulars, conducted in a manner 
to the perfect satisfaction of the brigadier-general. The los5 

YOJ .• IV. r]\'11 
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on our side, with the exception of the gallant Wilcocks, and 
lieutenant Rosevelt, is trifling; but on the side of the enemy, 
it was severe in the extreme; various deserters report, that 
the\' had four officers and m:arly 100 either killed or wound­
ed;" so great a disparity evinces, in the strongest light, the dif­
ference between the coolness of troops, such as ours, in ajust 
and honourahle career, and of the enemy's thousands, who 
fight for objects which they care not for, and in a cause which 
they deprecate. 

Major Matteson speaks in the highest terms of the coura"ge 
and good conduct of captains Hull, Harding, Knap, and Sat­
terly, who volunteered to command a company; and lieuten­
ants Hathawav, Jones, and ensign Wickwire; he also ex­
presses his highest opinion of the correct, brave, and sol­
dier-like conduct of bri;:1de-major Dobbin, quarter-master 
Green, and adjutant Gilbert. 

Lieutenant-colonel Wilcocks, whose services and bravery­
have excited tlle warmest interest of the army in his favour, 
and lieutenant Rose\'clt, of the New York volunteers, have 
added other names to t~e gallant heroes, who, during this 
unexampled campaign, have gloriously died on the field of ~" 
honour. Colonel \Vilcock:;, at the instant he was mortally 
wounded, was charging and repulsing an infinitely superior 
force under the enemy's battery; the command devolving on 
major l\iattl;!son, he succeeded in driving the enemy to their 
works, and retired in good order to camp. 

By command of brigadier-general Ripley. 
H. JONES, 

Assistant adjutant-general. 

COj)y of a letta from Afajor-General Brown to the Secre­
tary of War, dated Head-ftuarters, Fort Erie, September 
18th, 1814. 

Sir, 
" I have the satisfaction to announce to you a brilliant achieve­

ment yesterday effected by the forces under my command. A 
sortie:: was made upon the enemy's batteries. These were car­
ri.ed-we blew up his principal work, destroyed his battering 
pIeces, a~d captured 4-00 pnsoners. The enemy resisted our 
assault With firmness, but suffered greatly. His totallos5 can­
not be less than 800 men. 

In such. a busine::ss we could not hut expect to lose many 
valuable lIves; they were offered up a voluntary sacrifice to 
the sa~ety and honour of this army and the nation •. 

I WIll forward to you the particulars of this splendid affair, 
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with a return of the killed and wounded, in the" course of 'ol 

few days. ." 
'Very respectfully, your humble servant, 

I JACOB BROWN. 
Honourable Secretary of War. 

Copy of a letter from fllajor-General Brown to the Secretary qf 
War, dated Head-ftuarters, Camp Port E,"ie, Septemher 29, 
1814. 

Sir, 
In my letter of the 18th instant, I briefly informed you of 

" the fortunate issue of the sortie which took place the day pre­
ceding. But it is due to the gallant officers and men, to whose 
bravery we are indebted for our success on this occasion, that 
I shouid give you a more circum~t~(nLial and detailed account 
of this affair. 

The enemy's camp I h~d ascertained to be situated in a 
field, surrounded by woods; nearly two miles distant from 
their batteries and entrencnments, the object of which was 
to keep that part of their force which was not upon duty, out 
of the range of our fire from Fort Erie and Black Rock. 
Their infantry was formed into three brigades, estimated at 
twelve or fifteen hllndred men each. One of these brigades, 
with a detail from their artillery, was stationed at their works 
(these being about 500 yards from old Fort Erie, and the 
right of our line). \Ve had already suffered much from the 
fire of two of their batteries, and were aware that a third was 
about to open upon us. Under these circnmstances, I resolved 
to storm the batteries, destroy the cannon, anel roughly"han­
dIe the brigade upon duty before those in reserve could be 
brought into action. 

On the morning of the 17th, the infantry and riflemen, 
regulars and militia, were ordered to be paraded and put in 
readiness to march precisely at twelve o'clock. Ge~eral Por­
ter with the volunteers, colonel Gibson with the riflemen, 
and major Brooks with the twenty-third and first jnfantry, 
and a few dragoons acting as infantry, were ordered to move 
from the extreme left of our position upon the enemy's right, 
by a passage opened through the woods for the occasion. Ge­
neral Miller was directed to station his command in the ra­
vine wbich lies between Fort Erie and the enemy·s batte­
ries, by passing them by detachment through the skirts of 
the wood-and the twenty-first infantry under general Rip­
ley was posted as a corps of reserve between the new bas-



Y2] HISTORICAL HEGISTEH. 

tlOns of Fort Erie; all under cover, and out of the view of' 
the enemy. , 

About 'twenty minutes before three P. M., I foun~ the left' 
columns, under the command of general Porter, whIch were 
destined to turn the enemy's right, within a ft;w rods of'the 
British entrenchments. The\' were ordered to advance and 
commence the action. Pas~~ng down the ravine, I judged .. 
from the report of musketry that the action had commenced' 
on our Idt; I now hastened to general ,Miller, and directetf' ' 
him to seize the moment and pierce' the enemy's entrench­
ments between batteries No.2 and 3. My orders were 
promptly and ably executed. Within 30 minutes after the~, 
first gun was fired, batteries No.3 and 2, the enemy~s line 
of entrenchments, and his two block-h't>uses, were in our pos-: 
seSSIOn. 

Soon after, battery No. 1 was abandoned by the British. 
The guns in each were spiked by us or otherwise destro)'ed, 
and the magazine of No.3 was'1:10wn up. ' 

A few minutes bdore the explosion, I had ordered up tl)e' 
reserve under general Ripley. As he passed me at the head" 
of his column, I desired him, as he would be the senior in 

, '. 

~1f;: 

advance, to ascertain as near as possible the situation of the . ~ 
troops in general, and to have a care that not more was ha- ' " 
zurded than the occasion required: that, the object of the <:I 
sortie effected, the troops would retire in good order, &c.. 
General Hipley passed rapidly on-soon after, I became' 
alarmed for general .i\liller, and sent atl order for the twenty.' ." 
first to hastell to his support towarus batter~' No. 1. eooC 
lonel' Upham received the orda, and ad\'anced to the aid of 
general Miller. General Hiplcy had inclined to the left, where: 
rn~or Brooks' command W~IS engaged, with a "iew of mak~~ 
ing some necessary enquiric:s of that officer, and in the act! 
of doing so was uofor.unately wounded. By this time the 
object of the sortie was accompiished beyond my most san­
guint expectations. (;ent:ral ,[VI iller had consl'quentlv ordered 
the troo,",s on the right to bil u<{ck-observing thiS move. 
mt:.nt,. I sent 111:,: stafF along th~ line to call in the other corps. 
'Vlthm a lew mInutes they n:t1red from the ravine, and from 
thence to camp.. .' 
. T.hus one thous~nd regul~r<; and an equal portion of mili­

tIa, In one hour ot close action blasted the hopes of the enc­
~y, destroyed lbe fruits of fifty days labour, and diminished 
hiS effecti\'e force 1000 men at least. 1 am at a loss how to 
express my satisfaction at the gallant conduct of the officers 
and men of this division, whose valour has shone superior to 
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every trial. General POJ;ter in his official report herein in­
closed, has very properly notiu.:d those patriotic citizens who 
have done so much honour to themsdves, bv freelv and vol. 
untarily tendering their services at a dange~ous and critical 
period. . 

As the scene of action was in ,a wood, in adv:mce of the 
position I had chosen for directing the \\' hole, the several re­
ports of commandants of corps must guide me III noticing in­
dividuals. 

General Miller mentions lieutenant-colonel Aspinwall, 
lieutenant-colonel Beedle, major Trimble, captain 11<.11, cap­
tain Ingersoll, lieutenant Crawford, lieutenant Lee, and par­
ticularly ensign O'Fling, as entitled to distinction. 

Lieutenant-colonel M'Donald, upon whom the command 
of the rifle corps devolved on the fall of the brave and gener­
ous Gibson, names adjutant Shortridge of the first, and Bal­
lard of the fourth regiment, as deserving tht' highest ap­
plause for their promptness and gallantry in communicating 
orders. Of the other corps, he reports generall~" that the 
bravery and good conduct of all was so conspicuous as to 
render it impossible to discriminate. 

Major Brooks, to whom much credit is due for the dis­
tinguished manner in which he executed the orders he re­
ceived, speaks in high terms of lieutenants Goodell. Inger­
soll, Livington, and ensign Brant, and 0 Fling of the twenty­
third-particularly of th~ latter. Also of captain Simms, lieu­
tenants Bissel, Shore, and Brinot, of the first infantry, .md 
lieutenant Watts of th,e dragoons. 

Lieutenant-colonel Upham, who took command of the re­
serve after general Hipley was disabled, bestows great praise 
upon major Chambers of the fOllrth regiment of riflemen, 
attached to the twenty-first infantry, as also upon captain 
Bradford ancllieut< o,mt Hultling of that regiment. 

My staff, colond Snelling, colonel Gardner, major Jones, 
and my aids-de:-lamp, major Auson and lieutenant Arm. 
strong, were, as usual, zealous, intelligent, and active­
they performed evt:ry duty required of them to my entire 
satisfaction. • 

Major Hall, assistant inspector-gei1eral led a battalion of 
militia, and conducted with skill and gallalltry. Lieutenant 
Kirby, aid-de-camp to gener.ll Hipley, \\'.:S extremely active 
and useful during the tlIne he was in action. 

Lieutenants Fraser and Hiddlt: were in general Porter·s 
staff; their bravery was conspic.uous, and no officers of their 
grade were more useful. 
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The corps of artillery, commanded by major Hindman, 
which has been so eminently distinguished throughout this 
campaign had no opponunit~, of taking a part in the sortie. 
The twenty-fir h infantry under colond Jessup was stationed 
in Fort Erie to n(Jld the h\' of ourposi[ion. 

Colon~l Brady,()11 wh"st' firmness and good conduct every 
reliance (auld be placed, was on command at Boiffalo with 
the rem,lins of the twent\-second infantry. Linltenant-colo­
nel M'Bet' and lieutenant-colonel Wood of the corps of en. 
gineers, h_,\·ing rendend to this arm~' services the most im­
portant, I must stiz· the opportunjl~' uf 'again m~ntionin!r 
them pal'tilul.trly. On ever) trying occasion I have reaped 
much benefit from their sound and excellent ad\ il c. No two 
officers of their gr.;de could h;lve contributed more to the 
safety and honour of this ;'!'my. Wood,br;t\·c, generous, and 
enterprising, died as he had lived, \\ iihout a feeling hut for 
the honour of his country, ahd the glory of her arms. His 
name and exam pIt will live to guide the soldier in the path 
of duty so long as true heroism is hdd in estimation. M·nee 
lives to enjoy the approbation of every virtuous and gene­
rous mind, and to receive the reward due to his services and 
high military talents. 

It is propt'r here to notice, that although but one-third of 
the enemy's force was on duty when his works were carried, 
the whole wert" brought into action while we were employed 
in destroying his cannon. '\\' e secur~d prisoners from st::ven 
of his regimt::nts, and know th:lt thv sixth and thirty-second 
suffere.d severely in kilit.d and woundl d, yu these regiments 
were 1I0t upon dut~,. 

Lieutenanl-gt'neral Dnmmond broke IIp his camp during 
the night of the twenty- fi rst, and retirt::d to his entrenchments 
behind the ChIppewa. A party of our men came up with the 
rear of his ar,?y at Frenchman's Creek; the enemy destroy­
ed part of their stores by setting fin to th(· buildings from 
which the) were employed in coO\'t'~ ing them. ,\Y t' found in 
and about their camp a considt:rahle quantity of cannon-ball, 
and upwards of one hundrld stand ot arms. 

I send you inclosed herein a return of our loss. The re­
turn of p-risonns Inclosed dOt~ not in~lude the stragglers 
that came in after the action. 

I ~ave tht honour (I) be, SIr, very respectfully, your most 
obedlent humble sen'dnt, 

Honourable Secretary of War. 
JACOB RROWN. 

:':'j 
.' '. ' 
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Rtport of the killed, wounded. and missing of the left divi­
sion of the army at Fort Erie. cornrnandt"d by Major-Gene­
ral B;'own, in the sortie against the enemy's butteries, on 
the 7th September, 1814. 

Totfl! of regu!ar.~. 
Killed-l lieutenant-colonel, 3 captains, 5 serjeants, 7 cor-

porals, ++ privates. . 
Wounded-l brigadier-general, t brigade-major, t colo­

nel, 1 lieutenant-colonel. 1 major, 2 captains, 11 subalterns, 
1 principal musician, 12 serjeants, 11 corporals, 94 pri­
vates. 

Missing-t adjutant, f serjeant, 4 corporals, 1 musician, 
36 privates. 

Total of militia, &c. 
Killed-t brigadier-general, t captain, ~ subalterns, t ser­

jeant, 1 corporal, 12 privates. 
Wounded-l major-general, 2 aids-ele-camp, 1 hrigade­

major, 2 captains, 2 subalterns, 4 serjeants, 3 corporals, 65 
privates. 

Missing-l lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 1 quarter-master, 
2 captains, 4 subalterns, 9 serjeants, 13 corporals, 6 musi­
cians, 136 privates. 

Grand Total. 
Killed-l brigadier-general, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 4 cap­

tains, 3 subalterns, 6 serjeants, 8 corporals, 56 privates. 
Wounded-l major-general, 1 brigadier-general, 2 aids­

de-camp, 2 brigade-majors, 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 
1 major, 4 captains, 13 suhalterns, 1 principal musician, 16 
serjeants, 14 corporals, 159 privates. 

Missing-l .lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 1 adjutant, 1 
quarter-master, 2 captains, 4 subalterns, 10 serjeants, 17 
corporals, 7 musicians, 172 privates. • 

Aggregate-officers, .:15; non-commissioned officers, mu­
sicians, and privates 466; total, 511. 

Names and ranks of oJIicers. 

Killed. 
Lieutenant-colonel E. D. Wood, captain and brevet lieua 

tenant-colonel of engineers. 
Captain L. Bradford, 21st infantry. 
Captain H. Hale, 11 th do. 
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Captain L. G. A. Armistead, first riflemen. 
Wounded-staff.-brigadier-general Rip1ey, second bri-

gade, dangerousl~', shot through the neck. . 
First-lieutenant Crawford, 11 th infantry, bngade-major, 

first bri~adt', sli~htl)', shot in the arm. ' 
Ninth infllntr," -lieutenant-colonel Aspinwall, severely, left 

arm amputated. 
Ca~tain Ingersoll, slightly, in the head. 

First lieutenant E. Childs, severdy, bayonet wound through 
the thigh. 

Eleventh infantry-first lieutenant W. F. Hale, dangerous-I 
Iy, shot in the bod)<. ,', 

Second lieutenant J. Clark, seve'rely, in the body. " , 
Third lit'utenant Stevenson, severely, through the thigh. ,~ 
Third lieutenant Davis, dangt'rously, through the body .... " ,~: 
Ninteenth infantry-major Trimble, dangerously, shot ' 

through the bod),". . 
Ensign Neely, slightly, shot in the thigh. 
Twenty-first infantr) -ensign Cummings, severely, in the, 

arm. 
Twenty-third inf:J.!1tly-first lieutenant Brown, slightly, in 

the arm. 
Ensign O'Fling, mortally, since dead. 
First riflemen-captain Ramsey, severely, in the groin. 
Third lieutenant Cobb, severeh', in the body. 
Fourth riflemen-colonel J a~es Gibson, mortally, died 

the 18th instant. 
First lieutenant Gantt, severe wounds in the arm and 

side. 
Missing-first lieutenant Ballard, adjutant, fourth rifle-

men, prIsoner. 

Of the miiitia. 
Killed-Brigadier-general Davis, of volunteer brigrode. 
Captain Bud. lieutenant-wlonel Crosby's regiment. 
Lieutenant Brown, of lieutenant-colQllel M'Burney's reo . . 

glment. 
Lieutenant ,V. Belknap, of lieutenant-colonel Fleming's 

regiment. 
Ensign Blakesl}', of lieutenant-colonel M'Burney's regi. 

ment. . 
Wounded-Staff.-major-general P. B. Porter s\vord-

wound in the hand. ' 
. Firs~ lieutt:naot Fraser, 13th infantry, brigade.major, se­

nrely In the leg. 
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First lieutenant Riddle, 15th infantry,acting aid-de-camp, 
slight contllsion. 

Captain Bigger. New York volunteers, acting aid, severely, 
through the breast and shoulder. 

Lieutenant-colonel Dobbin's regiment-captain Knapp, in 
the hip. 

Lieutenant Bailey, in the side. 
Lieutenant-colonel M'Burney's regiment-captain Hale, 

wounded and prisoner. 
Lieutenant~colonel Hopkins' regiment-li~utenant Gillet, 

through the thigh. 

.1IJissinrr. 
o 

Lieutenant-colonel W. L. Churchill, "") 
Major E. Wilson. I 
Quarter-master O. Wilcox, 
Captain Crouch, I 
Captain Case, >-Prisoners. 
Lieutenant Case, I 
Ensign Chambers, I 
Ensign Clark,. 
Ensign Church, J 

C. K. GAHDNER, 
Adjutant-general. 

Return of prisoners taken in the sortie Jrom Fort Erie on the 
17th day oj September, 1814. 

Regiment of De \Vatteville-2 majors, 3 captains, 3 lieu­
tenants, 1 assistant surgeon, 4 staff-seljeants, 7 seljcants, 7 
corporals, 1 drummer, and 20'}' privates-total, 2;]2. 

Royal artillery-9 priva;es-total, 9. 
First regiment of Hoyal Scots-2 serjeants, 16 privates 

-total, 18. 
Sixth regimeut-l serjeant, 9 privates-total, 10. 
Eighth, or king's regiment-l captain, 1 lie,utenant, 1 en­

sign, 8 serjeants, 9 corporals, 66 privates-total; 86. 
Eighty-second regiment-9 privates-total, 9. 
Eighty-ninth regimertt-1 serjeant, 1 corporal, 19 privates 

-total, 21. 
Grand total-2 majors, 4, captains,4 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 

1 assistant-surgeon, 4 staff-serjeants, 19 serjeallts, 17 corpo­
rals, 1 drummer, 332 privates. 

Aggregate-385. 

,,""1, :(Y. [Nl 

J. SNELLING, 
Inspector-~enera~ 



98] HIs·rORICAL REGISTER. 

Copy of a letter from fllajor-General Brown to the Secretary ~ 
War, dated 

Head.§1...uarters, Camp Fort Erie, October 1st, 1814. ' 
Sir ' J 

iooking over my official account nf th~ action of ,the 17th 1 
ultimo I find that the names of the regIments whIch com­
post:d ~eneral Miller"s command have not been given. A~ I 
believe it even mort important to distinguish corps than 10-

dividuals, I am anxious to correct this mistake. General 
Miller on that day commanded the re.mains of the 9th and 
11 th infantry ~ and a detachment of the 19th. Ofthree field offi­
cers, who were aU~lrhed to them, t'Wo were severely wounde~; 
lieutenant-colond Aspinwall of the 9th, gallantly leading hIS 
men to the attack upon the enemy"s entrenchments; and ma-
jor Trimble of the 19th, who was shot within their works, 
conducting with great skill and bravery. A detachment of 
the 17th regiment was attache<;l to the 21 st. 

Very respecful!y, your most obedient servant, 
JACOB BHOWN. 

HOIl. Secretary oj War. 

Copy oj a letter from Brigadit'r-General Porter to fllajor. 
General Browll. 

Sir, Fort Erie, September 22d, 1814. 
In executing the duty you have imposed on me, of re­

porting the conduct of the officers and men composing the 
left column, which yon was pleased 'to place under my com­
mand, in the sortie of the 17th instant, the pleasure I derive 
in representing to you the admirable conduct of the whole, 
is deeply chastened by sorrow for the loss of many brave and 
distinguished men. 

Being obliged, from the nature of the ground, to act on 
foot, it was impossible that my own personal observation 
should reach to every officer. Some part of this report must 
therefore rest upon the information of others. 

It is the ~lsi,n~ss of this eomm~lllication to speak of the 
eonduct of mdlvlduals; yt"t you WIll permit me to premise, 
although well known to yoursdf alread." that the object of 
the. left column was to penetrate, by a circuitous route ;Je­
tween the enemy's batteries, where one-third of his f~rce 
was ~h~"lYS ~ept on dllt~·, ,a~d his main camp, ::nd that it was 
subdIVIded IDt,o three dl\'ISIOns; the advance of 200 riflemen, 
and a few IndIans, commanded bv colonel Gibson and two 
~olumns moving parallel to, and "thirty yards dis;ant from 
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each other. The right column was commanded by lieutenant­
colonel Wood, headed by 400 infantr~', under major Brook. 
of the 23d, and followed bv 500 volunteers and militia, be­
ing parts of lieutenant-colonel Dobbins's, M' Burney's, and 
Fleming's regiments, and was intended to attack the batteries. 
The It:ft column of 50Q militia was commanded by brigadier­
general Da\·is, and c~prised the commands of lieutenant­
colonels, Hopkins, Church hill, and Croshy, and was intended 
to hold check any reinforcements from the enemy's camp; or 
both columns (circumstances requiring it, which frequently 
~appened) to co-operate in the same olJj~'ct. 

After carrying by storm, in the handsomest style, a stron~ 
block-house, in rear of the third battery, making its garrison 
prisoners, destroying the three 24-pounders and their car­
riages in the third battery, and blowing up the enemy's maga­
zine, and after co-oper:iting \vith gencralMiikr in taking the 
second battery, the gallant leaders of the three divisions all 
fell nearly at the same time; colonel Gibsoll, at the second 
battery, and general Davis and lieutenant-colonel \Vood, in 
an assault upon the first. 

:prigadier-general,Davis, although :l militia officer of little 
experience, conducted on this occasion with all the coolness 
and bravery of a veteran, and fell while arh·nncing upon the 

" . . II enemy s entrenC;lments. Hi~ los'> as a c]tlzen, as \ve as a 
soldier, will be severely felt in the patriotic county of Gene­
see. Colonel Gihson fully sustained the high military reputa­
tion, which he had before so justly acquired. You know how 
exalted an opinion I have always entertained oflieutenant-colo­
nel Wood of the engineers. His conduct,on this day, was, what 
it uniformly has been, on every similar occasion, an exhibi­
tion of military skill, acute judgment, and heroic valour. Of 
the other regular officers, lieutenant-colontI M'Donald and 
maj.or Brook, senior in command, will report to you in rela­
tion to their respective divisions. Permit me, howt:vt"r, to 
say of these two officers, that, much as was ~ft to them by 
the fall of their distinguished leaders, they w~e.able to sus­
tain their parts in the most admirable manner, and they richly 
deserve the notice of the government. 

Of the militia, I regret that the limits of a report will not 
permit me even to name all of those, who on this occasion 

• established claims to the gratitude of their fellow citizens;. 
much less to particularize individual merit. Lieutenant-co­
lonels Hopkins, M'Burney, Churchill, and Crosby, and ma­
jors Lee, Marcle, Wilson, Lawrence, Burr, Dunham, 
Kellogg, and Ganson, are entitled to the highest praise for 
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their gallant conduct, thei: ste~dy and persevering exer~iol~!I. 
Lieutenant-colonel Dobblo bemg prevented bv severe mdls­
position from taking the field, ~,~ol' H:I~, assis~ant insp~ctor­
general, volunteered his servIces to Jom major Lt"e m the 
command of the \'olunteer regiment; and major Lee and 
enry other officer speaks in the hi~h~t terms of the gallant 
o:nd good conduct of this young officeP-' .' 

Captain Fleming, who commanded the Indians, was, as he 
alwavs is, in the front of the battle. There is not a more in­
trepi'd soldier in the arm~'. I should be ungrateful, were I 
to omit the naml':S of captains Knapp and Hull of the volun: 
teers, and captain Parhr, and lieutenant Chatfield of the mi­
litia, by whose intrepidity I was, during the action, extricated 
from the most unpleasant situation. Captains Richardson, 
Blwl. and Kt>nned\· ... lieutenants Parkhust and Brown, and 
adjutants Dobbin, Bates, and Hobinson, particularly dis­
tinguished themselves. The patriotic conduct of captain El­
liott with ~o young gentlemen who volunteered from Batavia, 
and of m:~ior Hubbard with 14 men exempted by age from 
military duty, should not be omitted. They were conspicuous 
d · I . .. urmg t l~ action. ". 

You will excuse me if I shall seem partial, in speaking of 
my own family, consisting of my brigade. major Frazer, my 
volunteer aid-de-cam]l HidJle (both 1st lieutenants in the •. 
15th infantry), captain Bigger of the Canadian volunteers, 
l\L ssrs. Williams and Delapierre, voluntt-cr aids f~r the day, 
all of whom, except 1\1r Williams, were wounded. 

Lieutenants Frazel' and l-!iddle were engaged f~r most of 
the preceding day with fatig',!~ parties, cutting roads for the 
advance of the column through the swamp, and falling tim­
ber ,0 the rear, and \'iithin 150 yards of the enemy's right; 
which sen'ice they executed with so much address as to avoid 
discovery; and o~ tIle succeeding day they conducted the 
two columns to the ~ttack. Frazer was scvady wounded by 
a ~u;'kd-bal. ~vhilst spiking a gun on ~he second battery. 
Hlddle, af&er tile first battery was carned, descended into 
the enem)"s m:1gazine, and after securing (with the assistance 
of quartl~r-master Gn:ene, ?f the voh~nteers, whose good 
conduct deserves much praIse) a quantltv of fixed ammuni­
tion~ blew up the m.agazine. and suffered ~e\'erdy by the ex­
plOSIOn. I must SOliCI', through you, sir, the attention of the· 
ge.nera~ gove,rnment to these meritorious young men. Cap­
tam Bigger IS' an excellent officer, and rendered me much 
assistance, but ,~a? dangerously wounded. The other young 
gentlemen are Citizens, and deserve much credit for their 

.~ 

" 
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actiYity, and for having yoluntarily encountered dang8. My 
aid-de-camp, major Dox, was confined at Buffalo by sick­
ness. 

On the whole, sir, I can say of the regular troops attached 
to the left column, and of the veteran volunteers of lieutenant­
colonel Dobhin's regiment, that en:ry man did his duty, and 
their conduct on this occasion rdh"cts a new lustre on their 
former brilliant achievements. To the militia, the compliment 
is justly due, and' I could pay them no greater one, than to 
say, that they were not surpassed b\' the heroes of Chippewa 
and Niagara in steadiness and bravery. 

The studied intricacy of the enemy's defences, consisting 
not only of the breast-work connecting their batteries, but of 
successive lines of entrenchments for a h~.mdred yards in the 
rear, covering the batteries and enfilading each other, and the 
whole obstructed by abattis, brush, and felled timber, was 
calculated to produce confusion among the assailants, and 
led to several contests at the point of the bayonet. But by 
our double columns any ttiJnporary irregularity in the one 
was always corrected by the other. Our success would pro­
bably have been more complete, but for the rain which un­
fortunately set in soon after we commenced our march, which 
rendered the' fire of many of our muskets lIsdess, and by ob­
scuring the sun, led to several unluck~' mi~takes. As an in­
stance of this, a body of 50 prisoners who had surrendered, 
were ordered to the fort in charge of a subaltern and 14 vol­
unteers; the officer mistaking the direction, conducted them 
toward., the BI'itish camp in the route by which \ye had ad­
vanced, and they were retaken with the whole of the guard, 
excepting the officer and one ntan who fOllght their way back. 
Several of our stragglers were made prisoners by the same 
mistake. But, sir, notwithstanding these accidents, we have 
reason to rejoice at our signal success in inflicting a vastly 
disproportionable injury on the enem~, and in wholly defeat­
ing all his plaus of operation against this army. 

I have the honour to be, with very great respect, your obe­
dient servant, 

. P. B. PORTER, 
Brig-.gen., commanding 'Volullt~er8 and militia. 

1I1ajor-general Brown, commanding, &c. 

DISTRICT GENEHAL OHDER. 
Head.~{(/ ters, camp be/o, e FOI t Erie, 1 : ,tit September. 

Licutenant-gt:neral Drummond, h~l\'ilg rect:ived the re­
ports of the general officer in the immediate direction of the 
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troopPengagt'd yesterdav, bt'gs to ofT~r his bes~ acknowtedgt 
m cnts for tht ir very gallant condllct In repulsmg the attack 
made b,' the enemy on onr batkries. with his whole fotce, 
represe~ted to con"sist of not less ,han five thousand men, in­
cluding militia. The brilliant style in which the battery No.2 
was recovered and the enem,' driven be\'ond our entr~nch­
ments by se\'t~ lompanies or" the 82d regiment, und~r m;jor 
Pro(tor~ and three companies of the 6th regiment detached 
under mtjor 'I'ay lor, excited lieutenant-general Drummond's 
admiration, and enti:led those tre/ops to his p3rti( tllar thanks. 
On the right th en,,"my's ad\'ance W;IS chethd by the 1st 
batlalion of the Ho ,II SCOtS, supported b~' the 89th, under the 
direction of lieutenant-colond Cordon of the royals; and in 
the centre he was d-j\'t'n hack lJ, lh - Glengary light infantry, 
under lieutenant, rdond Battersby, and directed by lieute­
nant-colonel Pearsen, inspecting field officer. To these troops 
the lieutenant-gent'ral's best t~lanks are due, as also to the re­
mainder of the reser\'t' unrlr-r lieutenant-colonel Campbell, 
consisting of th,: tcm.lining co!ppani~s of the 6th regiment, 
the flank companies of the 41st, and the incorporated militia~ 
which supported the troops engaged. 

Thf' lieutemnt-generaI def'ph laments the unfortunate cir­
cum~tanrl'S of wtather which enabled the enemy to approach 
unptrcel\'t-d clost' to the right of tht- pn~ition, and to capture 
a considerable number of the regiment De Watteville, sta­
tioned at the point. Tht' St'\'ere loss in killed and wounded 
which the 8th or King's and De Watteville's regiment have 
suffer·ed, ~ffords incuntestible· proof that No. 2 battery was 
not gained without a vigorous resistance; 'it is equally ob­
vious that the block-house on the right was well defended by 
the party of the king's regiment stationt d in it.· 

I:ieutenant-general Drummond feels greatly indebted to 
major-general De Wattt:'\·ille for his judicious arrangement; 
and he also desires to offer his thanks to the respective com­
manding officers of brigaclt's and corps, and the officers and 
men of the roral artillery and engineers, for their exertions. 
To major'-gtneral Stovin, "ho joined the armv a short time 
before the attack, the lieutenant-general is indebted for his 
assistance, and also to the officers of the gen~ral of his per­
sonal st •• fT. 

I:it'utenant-ge~eral Drummond greatly regrets the wounds 
wltich ha\'e deprIved the arm, for the present of the se"ices 
of c~lonel Fisher, IJelltt'nant-colonels Pearson and Gordon. 

Lleutenant-colonds Fisher, Pearson, and G~rdoD, have 
, 
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wounds. 

(Signed) 
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• proceed to the rear for the recovery of their 

J. HAHVEY, 
Lieutenant-colonel, deputy adjutant-general. 

GENERAL OHDEH. 
H;ad-§!:.wrter.\', Montreal, '29th September, 1814. 

His excellency the commander of the forces hd\·ing re­
ceived the official report of lielltenant-gentral Drummond, of 
an affair which lOok place at Fort Erie, on the 17th inslant. 
in which very superior numbers of ,he enem\' were repulsed 
with loss, entirely coincides with the lieutenant-gentral in the 
just tribute of praise he bestows on the intrepid valour and 
determined discipline evinced by the troops under his com­
mand, as detailt'd in the district general order of the 18th 
i~stant, which his excellency is ple.ased to order to be pub­
ltshed for the general information of the troops undtr his 
command. 

(Signed) 
• 

E DW. BAYNES, 
Adjutant-general, N. A. 

GENERAL OHDERS. 
Head-~wrters of the Northern Army, 

Camp near Fort E rle, Oc[?/Jer 23d, 1814. 
The indisposition of brigadier-g,·nnal Bissell has prevent­

ed, till this morning, his report of the handsome affair which 
took place on the 19th, betwetn a detachment of his brigade 
and a superior force of the enemy. 

The object of the expedition entrusted to the brigadier, 
was the seizure of somE provisions intended for the British 
troops. He marched from Black Creek on the morning of 
the 18th, with parts of the fiflh, 14th, 15th, and 16th infan­
tr~·, a small party of drdgoons, and a comp<ln~· of rifle-men, 
the whole about 900 men.-After driving before them a 

, picket, of which they made the commanding officer prison­
er, they encamped for the night, thlOwing be) and Lyon's 
Creek some light infantry companies, under captain Dor­
man, fifth, and lieutenant Horrel, 16th infantry, and the ri­
flemen under captain Irvine; a picket on the Chippewa road, 
commanded by lieutenant Gassaway, was attacked by two 
companies Glengary light infantry, which were beaten back 
with loss. On the morning of the 19th, the detachment was 
attacked by a select corps of the enemy, not !<.:ss than 1200 
strong. The light infantry under c.aptain Dorman, and Ir­
,·inc·s riflemen, sustained the ,,·hole fire of the enemy for 
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• fifteen minutes, during which time the fifth and 14~h ,~ere 
formed-the fifth was ordert;d to turn the enemy s rIght 
flank, while the 14th charged them in front. Th~s was exe­
cuted in the most gallant manner b~' colonel Pmckney .of 
the fifth, and major Rlrnard of the 14th, who greatly diS­
tinguished himse"lf hy the officer-like st~'le in which he con­
ducted his battalion. The enem\' Were compelled to a pre­
cipitate retreat, and hid themselves once more behind their 
fortifications. 

Brigadier-general Bissell particularly mentions the skill 
and intrepidity of wlnnt"! Snelling, inspector-general, colo­
nel Pinckney, commanding the fifth regiment, major Bar­
nard, 14th i~fantr~', major Barker, 45th infantry, acting with 
the fifth, captain Dorman, captain Allison (wbose horse was 
shot under him), and brigade-major lieutenant Pre-stman, of 
the fifth. Lieutenant Anspaugh, or dragoons, was conspicu­
OllS by his alertness in communicating the brigadier-general's 
orders during the action. It is witl~the highest satisfaction, 
that the commanding general tenders to the brave officers and 
troops of the second brigade of the right division, his thanks 
for their good conduct on this occasion. The firmness of the 
15th and 16th regiments commanded by colonel Pierce, and 
who were posted as a reserve, proved, that had the resistance 
of the enemy afforded tht'm an opportunity of going into ac­
tion, they would ha\'e emulated the valour of the command­
ers of the fifth and 14th. A number of prisoners were taken, 
among whom was a picket of dragoons with their horses; a 
large quantit\· of grain also fell into our hands. The briga­
dier, after crympleting the orders he had received, anti bury­
ing the few of our brave soldiers who fell in th~ a~tion, and 
the dead of tl:e enemy, which were left on the ground by the 
latter, retun-:ed to Black Creek. T.o the cool and intrepid 
con.duc.t of brigadier-general Bissell, the general offers the 
praIse he has so justly efltitled himself to. 

By order of major-general Izard. 
C. K. GAHDNEH, 

Adjutant-general, northern army. 

Sir, Camp, Frenchman's Creek, October 22, 181-l-. 
I have the honour to rt'port, that in obt:dience to \'OUT or. 

ders of the 18th instant, I proceeded with about 900 men of 
my brigade, a company of riflemen under captain Ir\.ine, and 
a small party of dragoons und~r lieutenant Anspaugh, by very 
bad roads and creeks, the bridges over which were broken 
down, to Cook's mills, on Lyon's Creek a branch of the , . 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS~ [105 

Chippewa, and encamped fur the night: near that place the 
enemy had statjoned a militia 'picket of twenty men, com­
manded by a captain, who made their escape on our approach, ' 
the captain excepted, who was taken. Their picket of regu­
lars found at ,this place was driven in, and I threw across at 
that place (the. only one at which it was practicable) the two 
elite companies under captain Dor.man, fifth, and lieutenant 
Horrel, 1·6th infantry, and the riflemen under captain IrVine; 
our advanced picket on the Chippewa road, commanded by 
lieutenant Gassaway, was attacked in the night by two com­
panies of the Glengary light infantry, who were beaten off 
with the loss of one man only. On the morning of the 19th, 
we were attacktd by the enemy in force; from the best infor­
mation amounting to more than 1200 men, composed of the 
82d and 87th regiments of foot, detachments of the tOOth, 
104t~, the Glen.gary light infantry, a few dragoons, and 
rocketteers, and one piece of artillery; the whole commanded 
by the marquis of Tweedale, colonel of the 10Oth. 

The light corps under captain Dorman, and Irvil;le's rifle- !\ 

men, sustained the whole fire of the enemy for about fifteen 
minutes, with the greatest gallantry, until the other troops 
were formed and brought to their support. 

The fifth regiment under colonel Pinckney, aided by ma­
jor Baker of the 45th attached to that regiment. was ordered 
to skirt the woods and turn the enemy's right flank, and if 
'possible to cut oft" the piece of artillery. 

Major Bernard with the 14th was ordered at the same 
time to form in front, advance to support the light troops and 
charge the artillery: the 15th regiment under Major Grind­
age, and 16th under colonel Pierce, were onlered to act as 
circumstances might require. 

The well-directed fire of the elite corps. riflemen, and gal­
lant charge of the 14th, soon compelled the enemy to give 
ground, and on discovering that his right flank was turned 
by the intrepid move of the fifth under'colonel Pinckney, he 
retreated in the utmost confusion, leaving some killed, wound. 
ed. and prisoners; we pursued to a ravine some distance from 
the scene where the action commenced; not kn'owing the 
ground, I did no.t think proper to push them further; but 
soon after reconnoitred the countr\", and discovered they hac;l 
retreated to their strong hold at the mouth of the river, about 
seven miles distance. ' 

To the officers and men engaged, great credit is due for 
their zeal and intrepidity, and to those who had not an ,op" 

VOL. IV. {OJ 
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,ortunity to come into actio~, for the promptitude with which 
they obeyed our orders. A~l did their duty-bu~ the ~and­
some manner in which major Bernard brought hIs regIment 
into action, and the gallant conduct of the elite, under cap­
tain Dorman, deserve particular notice. I am muth indebted 
to that distinguished officer colonel Snelling, inspector-ge­
neral, for his able servict!'6 through the action, and much 
praise is due to my aid, captain Allison (whose horse was 
shot under him), and brigade. major Prestman, for their in­
trepid and useful services in every situation. Lieutenant 
Anspaugh, of the dragoons, fendered me much service in 
communicating my orders. It is justly due, and I must be 
permitted to add, that every officer and private behaved with 
that skill and gallantry, which will do honour to the Ameri­
can ·Clrms. We found in the mills at that place, about 150 or 
200 bushels of wheat, belonging to the enemy, which lor­
dered to be destroyed. The enemy having retreated. to his 
batteries on the Chippewa, in obedience to your orders, I 
returned, leaving the causeways, hridges, &c. cotire. I¥lnnex 
for your information, a return of killed and wounded. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) D. BISSELL, I 

~rigadier-generaL 
Major-general Georl(e Izard, commanding northern army. 

N. B. Acute nervous attacks must be my apology for the. 
delay and imperfections of this report. 

D. B. 

Report of the killed and wounded of the second hrigade, under 
t/ze command oj brigadier-general Bissell, in the affair of 
the 19th October, 1814. 
Fifth regime~~-killed, 5 privates; wounded, 1 captain, 1 

subaltern, 2 stTJeants, 1 corporal, 9 privates-total, 19. 
Fourteenth regiment-killed, 1 serjeant, 6 privates; wound­

ed, 1 subaltern, 2 corporals, 16 privates-total 26. 
~welfLh regi~ent-wounded, 1 prjvate-t~tal, 1. 
SIxteenth r~glment-\~ounded, 1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 1 

corp?ral,6 pnvates, 1 prIsoner-total, 10. 
RIflemen-wounded,l subaltern,2 corporals, 8 privates-­

total, 11. 

~rand total-killed, wounded, and missing, 67. 

. . Names of the officers wounded. 
11'.ftll reglment-captain Bell, ensign Whitehead, severely. 
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Fourteenth regiment-lieutenant Becket, severely.' 
Sixteenth regiment-lieutenant Thomas, slightly. 
Riflemen-lieutenant Spurr, severely. 

. [lOr 

Copy oJ a lcttcr from Maj(Jr-Gcncral Bro7vn to thc Sccretary­
of War, datcd Head-p<"uarters, Fort Eric, Septemher 20, 181(,. 
Si~ . . 

Among the officers lost to this army in the battle of Nia­
gara Falls, was my aid-de-camp, captain Ambrose Spencer, 
who, being mortally wounded, was left in the hands of the· 
enemy. By flags from the British army, I was shortly after­
wards assured of his convalescence, and an offer was made 
me by lieutenant-general Drummond to exchange him fot" 
his own aid, captain Loring, then a prisoner of war with 
us. However singular this proposition appeared, as captaia 
Loring was not wounded, nor had recei,red tht! slightest ill­
jury, I was willing to comply with it on captain Spencer's ac­
count; but as I knew his wounds were severe, I first sent to 
ascertain the fact of his being then living. My messenger. 
with a flag, was detained, nor even once permitted to see cap­
tain Spencer, though in his immediate vicinity. The evidence 
I wished to acquire failed, but my r~gard for captain Spencer 
would not permit me longer to delay, and I informed gene .. 
ral Drummond that his aid should be exchanged even for 

,the body of mine. This offer was, no doubt, gladly accept­
. ed, and the corpse of captain Spencer sent to the Amt!rican 
shore. 

Indignant, as I am, at this ungenerous procedure, I yet 
hold myself bound in honour to lieutt!nant-general Drum­
mond to return captain Loring; and must, therefore, earnestly 
solicit of you his immediate release. He can return to lieu­
tenant-general Drummond by the way of Montreal. 

Very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
J ACQB BROWN. 

Honourable Jamcs Monroe, sccretary of war • 
• 

Copy of a letter fro11f General Brown to Gencral Drummofll, 
August 2d, 1814. 

Sir, 
A letter said to be dictated by you. but signed by lieute­

nant-colonel Harvey has been laid before me. As it was pro­
posed to change your aid for mine, I desired first to ascertain if 
my aid yet lived. But as it appears my flag sent direct from 
the American shore, for the purpose of as'certaining the fact, 
has been detained,J I wave the objection that induced my 
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mind at the time the proposal was received. Send me the 
body of my aid captain Spencer, by his brother, if he is dead, 
and your aid captain Loring shall b~ returned- to y?u. If cap­
tain Spencer is not dead, any attentIOn that you WIll cause to 
be paid to him, will he gratefully acknowledged; bu~ I do not 
desire to have him removed until it can be done with safety, 
as his life is dear to me. Of this, however, I am willing his 
brother should be the judge; and you can paSs him by the 
front, the flank or the rear of your ;: I my, as may bv you ~e 
deemed most prudmt and proper. The favour I ask is, that 
Mr. Spencer may be so far indulged as to be allowed to see 
his brother, and if dead to collect his effects. 

Very respectfully your humble servant, 
(Signed) JACOB BROWN, 

lIfajor-general. 
Lieutenant-general Drummond • 

Copy of the reply of Gen~ral Drummond. 

British Head-~lQrter8, camp before Eri~, August 5tll. 
Sir~ 

I am extremely sorry to acquaint you, that it has just bee. 
reported to me that captain Spencer died this forenoon. He 
had the rne1ani:holy satisfaction of having had his brother 
with him for some time previous to his death. 

Mr. Spencer with the corpse of captain Spencer shall be 
sent over to Schlosser, when I shall expect the fulfilment on 
your part of your promise to send back captain Loring. 

I have the honour to be, sir, with respectful consideratioD; 
your most ·obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) GORDON DHUMMON~ 
Lieutenant-geriel'tll. 

His ~xcellency major-general Brow1l'! U. S. army. 

GENEI{AL ORDER . 
.Adjuta~t-General's office, .Nontreal, December 1st, 1814. 

In revlewmg the operations of the camp:lign on the Nia. 
gara frontier, under the immediate direction of lientenant­
general Drummond, from its commencement to its close the 
commander o~ the forc~s. is called on most highly to ~m­
mend an~ notICf", the Sptrlt of entt"rpriz. wilh \. hiche\'ery 
OPPOrtUDlty ~o aD?oy or repulse the enemy, has been seized, 
and the aVlClity With which they were followed up, as far as 
was prudent. . 

His excellency has marked with admIration the patient, but 
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determined endurance of bar as sing fatigue, aggravated by 
circumstances of particular privation, being t>xposed without 
shelter to an almost inc"essant deluge, which luft not the tired 
soldier a single spot of dry ground to rest his wearied limbs; 
but it is more particularly in the dose of the campaign, that 
the sterling qualities of the British soldier were conspicuously 
displayed. In the approaching prospect of a gt'neral action, 
all hardships and past sufferings were forgotten; the superior 
forc,e of the enemy despised, and confident in the result which 
tried courage and discipline must command, the threatened 
attack was invited with that intrepid undaunted countenance, 
that the enemy shrunk from and retired to his own. shore, 
sacrificing the arduous labours of many months, and bringing 
the campaign to a conclusion highly honourable to the right 
division. 

Thus the enemy's annual attempt to invade the Upper 
Province, has once more recoiled on him with increased dis­
honour in proportion to his' means. By the command of both 
lakes, Ontario and Erie, the American government was en­
abled to concentrate on the Niagara frontier the whole of its 
disposable force for the purpose of insllring success to its 
schemes of subjugation. . 

The horde of mounted Kentuckians under general M' Ar- . 
thur, did not make it~ appearance until the enemy were re­
tiring from Fort Erie to their own shore. It was checked in 
its attempt to pass the Grand River, by a detachment of the 
10Sd regiment, and a band of Indian warriors, and its retreat 
has been followed by a detachment of the 19th light dra­
goons, conducted by an officer of the'quarter-master-general's 
department. Its course is marked by wanton plunder, de­
vastation, and indiscriminate pillage. It is to be lamented 
that the rapid movement of the marauders has screened' 
them from the pllDishment due to a course of lawless con­
duct equally repugnant to the dictates of humanity and the 
usages of war. 

It will prove a most grateful duty to the commander of the 
forces to bring to the notice of hIS royal h~ghness the prince 
regent, the able support he has experienced in the talents and 
exertions of lieutenant-gt>neral Drummond, and in transmit­
ting the reports of that officer, which record in detad the 
most honburable testimony of the ready assistance he has 
received from the. generals, and other oRlct:rs and troops 
serving with the right division, particularly the cordial co­
operation, and the gallant and most useful. t:'xertions of cap­
tain Dobbs of the royal navy, and the officers and seamen 
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placed under his command, as well as other remarkable in­
stances of zt'al and bravery which have been displayed by 
corps and individuals, and have attracted the applause of the 
lieutC'n;.t nt-general. 

(Signed) EDWARD BA YNES, 
Adjutant-gmeral,. N. A. 

GENERAL OHDER. 
A1jutant-General\ office, Montreal, 6th December, 181'. 

Th·," comm.,nder of the forces has received instructions 
from the right honourable the earl of Bathurst, one of his 
majesty's principal secretaries of state, to announce to the 
troops serving under his command, the gracious intention 
of his roval highnf"ss the prince regent, after the cessation 
of hostilities in consequence of a definitive treaty of peace, 
to gt:ant to a certain portion of each regiment, to which num­
ber those who have families are to he first reckoned, and 
who are desirom of settling in the Canadas, grants of lands, 
not exceeding one hundred acres to t"ach person, in eligible 
situations, and that those whose families are in Europe wiD 
be sent to join them in this country at the·expense of the 
public. . 

His royal highness has been further graciously pleased to 
signify his munificent intention to continm.- for a period the 
issue of rati~s, and moreover to supply implements of hus­
bandry, either gratis or at a reduced price, as the "circum­
stances :md necessities of the settlas mav require. 

(Signt:d) EDW AHD BAYNES, 
- Adjutant-general, N. A. 

-
EXPEDITION OF GENEltAL lIl'ARTHUR. 

Copy of a trtter from Brigadier-General M'Arthur, to the St­
cretary oj War, dated Head §(uarters, eighth military dis­
trict, Detrolt, 18th November, 1814. 

S" .... Ir, 
I have the satisfaction to report to you the safe return of 

the mounted troops to this place on the 17th instant. 
In a former comm'tntr:ation, I had the honour to inform 

you, that the m~.wnted volunteers were marched in Ihis di­
re.ction in const:quencc of th~ regular troops having beel,\ 
WIthdrawn, and the apprehenSIOns that were entertained for 
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the safety of this territory, of which I was advised av his 
cxcellenc-y governor Casso 

The militia detached from Kentucky and Ohio having ar­
rived, 'they were assigned for the immediate protection of 
this place;'it was then deemed expedient. from the ardour and 
species of the force, that the mounted volunteers should be 
actively employed in the territory of the enemy, with a view 
to destroy' their resources, and ultimately paralize any ef­
forts which might be made again::;t this place during the 
winter. 

The valuable mills at the head of Lakt:" Ontario, and in the 
vicinity of Grand River. furnished large supplies to the army 
in the peninsula; .their destruction was desirable. To that ef­
fect the mounted troops, consisting of six hundred volunteers, 
fifty United States rangers, and seventy Indians, were put in 
motion on the 22d of Octoher, to pursue the route along the 
western shore ,of Lake St. Clair, and pass into the enemy's 
territory near the mouth of that dver. 

The real object of the expedition was masked by the ge­
neral impression, th~t it was destined against the Indian towns 
at Saguina. To favour that idea, boats were prepared for the 
reception of artillery, to be conveyed through Lake St. Clair, 
up that river into Lake Huron, and to co-operate with the 
mounted troops in the attack. The boats were, however, em­
ployed in the transportation of the troops and horses across 
the river St. Clair and Bear Creek, which empties into Bel­
doon River. This movement was absolutely ne~essarv to se­
c ne that secrecy to the expedition which could alone render 
it successful. All military mOVl'merits in this direction are 
rapidly communicated to the enemy from Sandwich andthis 
place; it was therefore deemed improper to pass the troops 
across this river, but to proceed over the river St. Clair, 
down to the Scotch settlement on the Beldoon, up Bear 
Creek about 30 miles, and across to th,· Moravian towns, a 
few miles above the lower settlement on the Thames, where 
the detachment arrived on the 30th of October. 

We were very fortunate at this place in taking a serjeant 
in the British service, who was proceeding to Burlingtdn, with 
the information that the detachment had passed into the ene. 
my's territory. The capture of this serjeant at the commence­
ment of the" Long Woods," between the Moravian towns 
and Delaware, enabled us to reach the latter place undis· 
~vered. On our approach, the rangers were detached to 
move across the Thames below the settlement, pass in the 
rear of it and guard the different roads leading into the inte-
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rior, whilst the troops were engaged in swimmingtheirhorses 
and transporting their ba~gage on rafts. 

We were thus enabled to arrive at the town of Oxford, one 
hundred and fift\, miles distant from Detroit, before' th~ in­
habitants knew that a force was approaching. They ,vere pro­
mised protection to their persons and property, u.pon condi. 
tion that they remained peaceablv at their respective homes; 
otherwise, they were assured that their property should be 
destroyed • 

. However, notwithstanding this injunction, and the sacred 
obligations of a previous parole, two of the inhabitants es­
caped to Burford with the intelligence of our arrival. Their 
property, consisting of two dwelling-houses, two barns, and 
one shop, were instantly consumed. 

On the succeeding day, the fifth instant, the detachme~t. 
proceeded to Burford, where we were informed that the rm· 
litia had been embodied about ten days previously to our ar­
rival, in consequence of reports received from Sandwich, that 
an expedition was expected to move from Detroit against 
Burlington. 

A few hours before our arriYal, the enemy retreated from 
Burford to Malcolm's mills, ten miles distant, on the road 
leading from Dover to Burlington, where they were joined. 
by the militia from Long Point. 

It WM my intention to cross Grand River as soon as pos­
sible, without regarding the militia collected at Malcolm's 
mills, and attack Burlington. To my great mortification, up­
on our arrival at the river, we found it high and rapid from 
the late excessive rains, and learned that general Brown had 
re-crossed th~ Niagara, leaving only a strong garrison in 
Fort Erie. No means were presented of even passing the ri­
ver in rafts, and had it been effected, upon our return, the 
militia, contemptible as they were, might have been encour­
a~ed to attack when a rapid river divided us. Major Muir, 
with about fifty Indians and fifty militia, was preparing to 
contest the passage. A battery was also erecting as was un­
derstood for three pieces of artillery, distant twelve miles on 
the road from Bliflington. 

These considerations presented serious objections to anY' 
~ttf'mpts to pass the river; it was also due to the past suifu­
mgs and the future safety of the gallant detachment under 
my command, that a direction should be given to its move­
ments, calculated to afford compensation for the former and 
secure the latter. 

It was therefore determined upon to attack and defeat or 
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disperse the militia at Malcolm's mills, move down the Long 
Point road through the Grand River settlement, destroy the 
valuable mills in that quarter, and then return to our territory, 
either by a movement across Grand River at the mouth to 
Fort Erie, or'along Talbot's street to the Thames. 

To that effect, a detachment was directed to remain and 
engage the attention of the enemy, whilst the principal force 
should be withdrawn and marched to Malcolm's mills. We 
found the enemy, consisting of four or five hundred militia, 
and a few Indians, fortified onc;:ommanding ground beyond 
a creek, deep and difficult of passage, except at a bridge im­
mediately in front of their works, which had been destroyed. 
Arrangements were made for a joint attack on the front'and 
rear. The Ohio troops, with the advance-guard and Indians, 
were accordingly thrown across the creek under cover of a 
thick wood, to approach the enemy in rear, whilst the Ken­
tucky troops were to attack in front as soon as the attention 
of the enemy was engaged by the attack in the rear. The 
enemy would h~ve been completely surprised and ,captured, 
had not an unfortunate yell by our Indians announced the 
approach of the detachment destined to attack their rear. 
they were, however, defeated and dispersed, with the loss in 
the skirmishes on that day of one captain and seventeen pri­
vates killed, nine priv",tes wounded, and three captains, five 
subalterns, and one hundred and three privates made prison­
ers; whilst our loss was bnly one killed and six wounded. 
Early on the 7th instant' the enemy were pursued on the 
road to Dover, many made prisoners, and five valuable mills 
destroyed. 

Apprehensive that the troops could not he supplied on the 
route to Fort Erie, and that . difficulties would occur in the 
passage of Grand River, together with the uncertainty whit h 
existed as to the position of our army below, I was induced 
on the 8th instant ,to commence my return to this place by 
the way of Talbot street and the Thames; which was happily 
effected on the 17th instant. 

In this excursion, the resources of the enemy have been 
essentially impaired, and the destruction of the valuable mills 
in the vicinity of Grand River, employed in the support of 
the army in the peninstllu, together with the consumption of 
the forage and provisions necessary for the troops, has added 
to the barrier heretofore interpost!d by an extensive and 
swampy frontier, against any attempts which may be mad~ 
this winter in the direction of Detroit. 

'V.OL. tv'. [P] 
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With the exception of nine thousand rations, and eight 
llUndred bushds of forage, the detachment subsisted en· 
tireiv on the en em\'o Of private property no more was de­
stro~ed than was absolutely necessary for the support of the 
troops, for which regular payments or receipts were given. 
It is, however, much to be regretted, that there were some 
partial abuses. produced by the unfor~unate ;xamples pre­
sented bv the Indians, whose customs 10 war Impel them to 
plunder after victory; but for this blemish there was so~e 
e~cuse in their correct and gallant conduct before and durmg 
hattle. It is also gratifying to know, that they were forgetful 
of the atrocious deeds committed by the Indians in the ser­
vice of the enemy; neither the innocent or disarmed have 
been massacred or molested. 

The honourable deportment of the chiefs Lewis, Wolfe, 
and Civil John, was truly animating to all the troops. 

It was essential to the progress of the expedition that the 
horses of individuals should be taken to supply the place of 
those that were disabled and lost on the march-in all cases 
receipts were given. 

The Michigan militia were invited to accompany us on the 
expedition; not more than twenty accepted it-of those, six 
deserted near Delaware, and the remainder were permitted 
to return on the next day. Lieutenant Rutland, of captain 
Audrain's company of rangers from Detroit, was distinguish­
ed for zeal and intrepidity. 

The patriotic volunteers under my command have just 
claims on the gratitude of their country, when it is recol­
lected that they tendtred their services with no other assur­
ance than the approbation which always attends disinterested 
sacrifices; that they have perforrned much severe duty at an 
inclement season, through an extensive and swampy district, 
frequently intersected wit.h deep and rapid rivers; that they 
han:: ptnetrattd two hundred miles into the enemv's territo­
ry, destroyed two hundred stand of arms, togethe~ with five 
of their rnost valuable mins; parolled or dispersed the greater 
portion ~f the e~cient militia of that part of Upper Canada 
west of Grand Hlnr, and the whole detachment has returned 
in safety to this plact with the exception of one killed. 

The ardour which the troops always evinced when theyex­
pected to rneet the enerny was not'more conspicuous or praise­
worthy than the chetrfulness with which thev conformed to 
lhe rules of militar~ propriety. ,The officers' and privates of 
the detachment, ~nth a very j(,w f'xcel'tiom. merited my 
w·t~mt'~t af'RHlbattOn. 
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I was much indebted to the zeal and intelligenco'displayed. 
on all occasions by major nudley, commanding the Ken .. 
tucky battalion, and was ably assisted by tht' zeal and assi. 
duity of doctor Turner of the seventeenth infantry-captain 
Bradford of the ninteenth iQfantry-iny brigade-major, al. 
ready distinguished' at Fort Meigs and Tehoopcaw, is entitled 
to·my sincere thanks for his exertions under ~very difficulty, . 
and ~ have th6 support of the troops in assuring you; sir, 
that to the military talents, activity, and intelligence of major 
Todd, who acted" as my adjutant-general, much of the for­
tunate progress and ,issue of the expedition is attributable; 
and I cheerfully embrace this occasion to acknowlt!dge the 
important services which he has at all times rendered me 
whilst in commandof the district. His various merits justly 
entitle him to the notice of the government. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

. D. M'AR f'HUR, 
-Brigadie.r-general, U. S. army, commanding. 

H~n. James Monroe, secretary oj war, Washington. . 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
. . Head;Ituarters, 8th Military District, 

Detroit, No'Vember.18tlz, 1814. 
The commanding general congratulates the gallant volun­

teers under his command, upon their safe return, and the 
fortunate issue tothe expedition. He acknowledges with equal 
ptide and pleasure the meritorious conduct of t;}le troops, so 
conspicuously "displayed in their patriotism in the first in­
stance, in their, patience under every difficulty, and in the en­
thusiasm which pervaded all ranks, when they expected to 
meet the enemy. 

Circumstances beyond military controul. and in their na­
ture talculated to reRect on the fidelity of the citizens, on 
both sides of this river, rendered a movement around Lake 
St. Clair absolutely necessary. to the success of the expedi­
tion. This necessity ~xposed the troops to many difficulties 
and hardships, in wading frequently along the shores of the 
lake; in the passage of several deep and rapid rivers, some­
times without boats, and on all occasions encountering 
swamps. They have the cons'olation, however, to know;""that 
they have performed a route of more than four hundred 
miles, one hundred and eighty of which is a wilderness, and 
a considerable part of that distance toO without any road.­
The detachment consisting of not more than seven hundred 
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and twenty effectives, penetrated two hundred miles into the 
enemy's territor\'j destroyed upwards of two hundred stand 
of ar~s, defeated and dispersed four or fivt> hundred of their 
militia, encamped in a strong position, with a loss. on their 
part, in the skirmishes of the 6th inslant, at Grand River, and 
Malcolm's mills, of lcaptain and 17 privates killed, and 9pri­
vates wounded, and 3 captains, 5 subalterns, and 103 privates 
made prisoners during the action and on the.retr~~t~ whilst 
our loss was only 1 killed and 6 wounded. 165 mlhtla were 
paroled. 

As the best evidence of the secrecy and rapidity of the ex­
pedition, the detachment was enabled, in despite of treason 
and stratagem, to enter the town of Oxford, one hundred and 
forty miles in the enemy's country, before the inhabitants 
were apprized that a force was approaching. The resources 
of the enemy have been essentially affected by the fact, that 
the detachment subsisted entirely upon them; this circum­
stance, together with the destruction of the five valuable mills 
in the vicinity of Grand River, which were employed in the 
support of the army in the peninsula, will present obstacles 
to any attempts during th;! winter against this place. These 
important objects have been effected, and the detachment 
has returned in complete safety, with the exception of one 
killed. 

The health of the troops was also unexampled; and the 
unexpected rise in Grand Ri,'cr alone prevented' a visit to 
Burlington Heights, the head-quarters of the province, dis-
tant only 25.miles. • 

The ardour and firmness manifested by the troops when­
ever they expected to meet the euem\', was not more con­
spicuous than the cheerfulness with which they obeyed orders, 
whilst the difficulties they encoullteredcan only be known to 
those who participated in them. In representing the merits 
of the gallant corps, and the assistance afforded by each in 
their respectin stations, particular cn:dit is due to that zea­
lous ~nd intelligent officer, major Dudley, and his staff, 
espeClal~y to .the activity of adjutant Berry: the good conduct 
of captams SImpson, Moore, M'Clenny, and Lancaster; lieu­
tenants Caldwell and l\1'Clain; ensigns Clark and Whitaker 
and set:jeants Fry and Sopes, all of the Kentuckv battalion: 
Particular notice is also due to the a.ctivity of adjutant Wood 
and Dr: Chapez, c,f the ~hio battalion; to captain Murray of 
the O~10 cavalr.r, captam Campbell, and lieutenant EHis of 
the OhIO ba~talion. ·~'he .general regrets that captain Dewitt of 
that corps, In the skirmish at l\falcolm's mills did not ani-

J, , 
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mate his command by his example; and. that quarter-master 
.crouch of ~he Kentucky J>attalion possessed no other military 
qualification than zeal. • 

The exertions of quarter-master- Conner were duly appre­
ciated by the. defachment previously to it,s passage over t~e 
river St. Clair, and upon his return to this place, that depart­
ment was afterwards well conducted by acting quarter-mas­
ter Heed. Dr. Turner, of the 17th infantry, rendered many 
,important services, and much is due to the activity, zeal,and 
~ntel1igence displayed by captain Bradford· of the 1 9th inf~n­
try, brigade, major, already distin~uished for his gallantry in 
the north, as well as tne south Lieutenant Ha~'burn and ser­
jeant Martin C?f the United States rangers, supported the 
character which that corps has established for bravery and 
enterprize. The honourable deportment of the (ndian chiefs 
Lewis, Wolfe, and, Civil John, and interpreter Anthony 
Shane, was truly anim,atin.g to all the troops. ' 

The mounted troops will be mustered with -all practicable 
despatch, discharged and returned to the interior by com-
panies. , 

The commanding gene'ral returns his most unf~jgned 
thanks to the volunteers under his command, and in taking 
leave of troops, so much deserving his confidence, begs them 
to be assured that he will never cease to cherish a livelv re­
collection of their services, with a hope that they may r~turn 
in safe,ty to their respective homes, 'to enjoy the society of 
their families, and the just gratitude of their countr)". 

By command. ' 

-
C. S. TODD, 

Acting adjutant-general. . 

AMERICAN AND BRITISH ACCOUNTS OF THE CAPTURE OF 

WA.SHINGTON, AND OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE BRITISH 

SQ..UADRON IN THE CHESAPEAKE, IMMEDIATELY PRECED­

ING AND SUBSEQ..UENT TO'THAT EVENT. 

Extract ofaletter from Joshua Barney, Esq. comn:zanding the 
United States Flotilla ill the·Che~dPe.ake, to the Secretary ·of 
the Na'{)y~ dated Patuxent, June 3d, 18 H. .' 
On the 1st in~tant at 6 A. M, we got under way from this 

. place. At 9 thegallt:y and look-out boat signaled the enemy, 
a brig and schooner bdow us, the wind light from thenorth-, 
ward and inclined to calm; we gave chase, sails and oars,1\nd 
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came up with tht"m ven' fast. On approaching, r found that 
they were t\\ 0 schooners, one a f\lIl rigged, showing nine 
ports on a side. Tht'~ made signals and fireu guns: when off 
St. Jerome's we discovered a large ship under way, and that 
she had despatched a number of barges to the assistance of 
the schooners. Unfortunately at this time the wind shifted 
to south-west and squall\', \vhich brought the ship to wind· 
ward of us and under a press of sail, stt't'ring for Point·Look· 
Out, of course could cut off from the Potomac. I then made 
the signal for Patuxent, and was followed by a 74, three 
schooners, clOd several bar~t's, with a fresh wind, squally and 
rain (bad for m~' boats). At.t. A. M. we doubled round Ce­
dar Point in the mouth of the river, the barges in all sail, as 
the wind had hauled to the westward, :md rowed up under 
the weatha shore. The Scorpion worked in very well, but 
the gun-boats heing in the rear, particularl~' gun-boat 137 
(with provisions). the enemy's force very little astern, find­
ing I must lose No. 137 or risk an engagement, I brought 
the Scorpion and gun-hoat No, 138 to anchor: sent men on 
board 137 to row and tow her in, the tide and wind being 
against us. Signaled my barges to return and join me; imme· 
diately at this moment No. 138 and m~'self opened a fire on 
the large schooner, who was leading in with a number of 
barges; she immediately bore up and got her boats ahead to 
tow her off, m\ hargt's rowed down upon her and the other 
schooners, and gave them a number of shot at long distance. 
We then gave up the chase, got undt'r way with the Scorpion 
and gun-boats, and returned into port with all the flotilla. Dur­
ing the firing the enemy advanced a hargt which threw 
rockets; but as they cannot be dIrected with any certainty, 
they did no execution; but I find they can be thrown further 
than we can our shot, and conclude i"rom this essay this will 
be their mode of warfan. against the flotilla. The 7.t. is now 
anchored off the mouth of thIS river, the large schooner with 
her, the barges play about all day, thl' other schooners have 
gone down the bar, I presume for mort: force, in which case 
some attempt m.ty prohabl~' be made to attack us. We lay 
about thret mil, s up the rinr (in sight), I shall observe their 
motions and .lct aC(l)rdingly. I now regrt't not having fur­
naces for hot shot. In a day or two I "xpect the enemy will 
m~ke tht-ir arrangements, and if the troops that are in this 
nt'lgh~ourhood were ordt'rt'd to this plact, I conceive a good 
use mIght be made of th"m. 
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CQ/JY of a lettrr from Commodore Barney to the secretary of 
. . the Na'Uy,.dated'Yune 4th. 1814. 

Si~ . . 
Tht bearer of the inclosed, on his way to Leonardtown, 

met major Stuart, with three hundred men of the 36th, march-, 
ing to Cedar Point; the major has been with me. 

The enemy'the same as yesterday, except the return ofa 
§chooner from below, the weather thick, and blowing so that 
I cannot well discover their movements~ The major sends 
off an officer .with letters to the secretary of war, by whom 
this goes. 

I am just informed that the enemy l~ded last evening at 
Ce.dar Point, carried off several' negroes and considerable 
stock, from a plantation belonging to- Mr. Sewall. 

Respectfully, yours, . 
. JOSHUA BARNEY. 

Hon. Wi//iamJones, Secretary oj the Navy. 

Extract oj a letter from Commodore Barney to the Secretary 
,rifthe Navy, dated Patuxent, St. Leonard's Creek, June 9th, 
1814., . 
" Since mine of the 3d and 4th instant the enemy has been 

reinforced with a raZl"e and a sloop of war brig; I then mov­
ed up to the mouth of t~is creek. At 5 A. M. yesterday, we 
perceived one ship, a brig, two schooners, and 15 barges 
coming up the Patuxent, the wind at east; I got t~e flotilla 
under wav and moved up the creek, about two miles, and 
moored in line, abreast, across the channel, and prepared 
for action .. At 8 A. M. the enemy's barges came up the 
creek, a rocket barge was advanced upon us, we fired several 
shot to try the distance, which fell· short. 

I got my barges (13 ill number), under way, leaving the 
Scorpion and gun-boats at· anchor, and rowed down upon 
them, when· they precipitatt'ly fl·:d from their position be­
hind a point, and sailed and rowed off with all the-ir means. 

We pursued them until' near the shipping, fired several 
shot among them, when we returnt'd to our moo.rings. In 
the afternoon they came up again; again they threw rockets, 
and were again purs~ed out of the creek. The militia under 
colond Taney are on t~e alt:rt. I am this moment. informed 
the ship &:c. have t:ntert:d th~ mouth of the Crt:~~." . 
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Extract of a lettf'r from .10shua Barney, Esq. commanding tae 
United States Flotilla in the Chesapeake, to the Secretar.oj 
the Navy, dated St. Leonard's Creek, June 13, 1814" . 
I had the honour of addressing you on the lIth instant, 

giving a short detail of our action with the enemy on the 10th. 
By information, they suffered much. The large schooner was 
nearly destroyed, having several shot through her at the wa­
ter's edge; her deck torn up, gun dismounted, and mainma~t 
nearly cut off about half way up. and rendered unservicea­
ble. She was otherwise much cut; the" ran her ashore to 
prevent her sinklllg. The c.ommodore's hoat was cut in two; 
a shot went through !he rocket boat; one of the small schoon­
ers carrying two thirty-two-pounders had a shot which raked 
her from aft forward; the boats generally suffered, but I 
have not ascertained what loss the\' sustained in men. 

Yesterday a gentleman of this county by the name of Par-
1'0n, who lives at the mouth of the creek, came up, and said 
that himself and brother had been taken and carried on board. 
That he had been landed from the commodore, to inform the 
inhabitants that if they remained at home quietly, they should 
not be molested, but if on landing he found their houses de­
serted he would burn them all, as he had done the house of 
a Mr. Patterson, and the barn of Mr. Skinner (our purser). 
Saturday and yesterday the enemy were employed on the 
Patuxent River, in landing on the banks to plunder stock, 
s.c.; it was on Saturday evening they burnt the property of 
Mr. Patterson and Skinner. Mr. Parron informs me that 
commodore Barrie of the Dragon always commanded, and 
is much disappointed at his defeats, for that he had wrote to 
admiral Cockburn, that if the admiral would send him a fri­
gate and brig he would 'nost assun-dly destroy the flotilla. 
The frigate is the Acasta, the brig the J asseur. 'l·hey left 
only 200 men, and one small boat on board the Dragon, at 
the mouth of the Patuxent, so that there must have been in 
the affair on Friday upwards of 800 men, they came with'a 
band of music playing. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Barney to the Secretary oj 
the Navy, dated Sunday, 26th June, 1814-10 .A. ill. 

Sir, 
This morning at 4 A. 1\I. a combined attack of the artil­

lery, ~arine corps, and flotilla was made upon the enemy's 
two fngates at the mouth of the creek. After two hours en­
gagement they got under way and made sail down the ri,'er. 
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They are now warpjng round Point Patience, and I am mov­
ing up the Patuxent with my flotilla. My loss is acting­
midshipman Asquith, -killed, and ten others killed and 
wounded. 

Mr. Blake, the b,earer of this, was a volunteer in my 
barge. He will give you every other information. With re-

. spect, &c. . 
JOSHUA BARNEY. 

Honourable William Jones, Secretary of the Navy. 

Copy of a letter from C~lonel Wadsworth to the Secretary of 
TVar, dated Camp near St. Leonard's, June 26. . 

Sir, 
We deCided on attacking the enemy this morning at dar­

break; after one and a half or two hours cannonading he 
thought proper to retreat down the river, and commodore 
Barney has taken advantage of his absence to pass his flotilla 
up the Patuxent. I was constrained to precipitate the attack 
before I was fully prepared, from the circumstance of all the 
enemy's small vessels having left the river. The ground I 
was obliged to occupy for a battery consisted of a high bluff 
point, having the Patuxent on the right and St. Leonard's 
creek on the left, with which the communication was over a 
flat piece of ground, subject to be enfiladed from the Patux­
ent, arid the hill on which the guns were to be placed liable 
to a reverse fire from the same quarter; therefore, in case. of • 
an attack, the enemy might have rendered our situation very 
uncomfortable, by stationing a small vessel so as to command 
the low ground I speak of. ' 

We committed a great many blunders during the action. 
or our success would probably have been more complete. I 
forbear to enter into minute particulars, lest I should cast an 
indirect censure on some officers, perhaps undeserved, for I 
must acknowledge I was so much engaged at the battery as 
to have but an indistinct knowledge of what passed elsewhere. 
But the fact is, the infantry and light artillery decided upon 
retreating without my orders, before they had lost a single 
man kille-d or wounded; and at the time too when the enemy 
were man~uvringto the rear of our position with their barges. 
~!'he consequence of this movement VfaS very disadvantageous; 
the men at the guns perceiving the 'infantry retreating, and 
the enemy getting into the rear, their nur~bers began sensi­
bly to diminish, an~ I was pretty soon left with only men 
eBough to work one gun, which I was necessitated to turn 
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to the rear for the sake of keeping the barges in check. Fi­
nally, the few men that rema ined were so exhausted with fa· 
tigue, we fOllnd it impracticable to fire any more, and t?e 
limbers and horses which had been ordered down the hIli, 
having disappe<l.-ed and gone, I know not where, I found my­
self~ndcr the painful necessity of spiking the guns to pre­
vent their being made use of by the enemy, should he get 
possession of them. . 

I must, in justice to the infantry, acknowledge thev dJd 
not take to flight, but quitted the ground in perfect order; af­
ter a while I was able to halt them and bring them back. In 
the mean ti me the enemy were getting tinder way and re­
tiring down the ri\-er. From the precipitancy of his retreat, 
I infer he must have suffered considerablv. From some un­
to\',rarcl circumstances I had it not in my power to observe 
the effect of each shot we fired, otherwise I think his de­
struction would ha\-e been complete. 

Commodore Barney furnished me with twenty excellent 
men from his flotilla to work the guns. By some mismanage. 
ment in loading with a hot shot, one poor fellow had his arms 
blown off, which is the o~ly material accident we sustained. 
One of the enemy's rockets passed through an ammunition~ 
box, which had been injudiciously placed, and exploded it, , 
which did some damage. An ammunition cart near it was 
covered with the fire, but fortunately did not e,plode. Some 
other trifling accidents were sllstaiQcd. 

We co.mmenced in the night an epalllment to cover our 
guns; but the work pro;:,ressed so little, from the shortness of 
time, I did not think it best to occupy it. 'We retreated our 
guns so as barely to allow the muzzles to peep over the hill. 
This brought us on descending ground, in a ploughed corn. 
field. The recoil of the gun downward every time it was 
fired gave us excessive labour to bring it up to its position. 
In other respects it answered admirably. The enemy found 
it impossible to hit either the guns or men. E\'eryshot aimed 
by them either fell short and struck the bank, or flew clear 
over. Towards th: close of the firing, the enemy adopted 
the met.hod of USIng sma!,l charges of powder, which just 
threw hIS shot over the hIll, probably firing from his car­
ronades-but the effect was not more decisi\·e. 

To prevent the enemy taking alarm in the night from our 
rnovem-:nts, we were necessitated to halt our ammunition 
waggons and carts above a quarter of a mile from the batte­
r~-, and pass all the stores, even the bricks of which our fur" 
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nace was constructed, that distance by hand. Th~s fatigued 
the men excessively. I felt certain, if the enemy- should 
open upon us even a random fire, it would be impossible to 
get any thing done for the confusion it would create. ' 

I ought to mention that the situation in which the infantry 
and light artillery were placed, was a trying one for new­
raised troops. Most of the shot which missed the bahery 
fell among them. I had anticipated that disadvantage, but it 

• was unavoidable. It was indispensable to have them covered 
by, some rising ground from the waters of the Patuxent, 
and the position chosen was the only one compatible with 
that view, and the design I had in posting them to protect 
the rear of our battery. .. 

The battalion of the thirty-eighth regiment joined us but 
last evening, after a hard day's march, and were- imme. 
diately marched to the ground_ Some of their men were 
completely exhausted,' and the whole excessively fatigued 
and half famished. 

Commodore Barney~s flotilla was at hand, ready to open 
upon the enemy the moment a favourable opportunity should 
offer. He commenced firing soon after us, and drew oft· 
that, of the enemy for a while. I have not seen him since 
the action, but understand he lost several men killed and 
wounded. 

I hope, on the whole, taking into c~nsideration our not 
being fully prepared, the excessive fatigue the men had un­
dergone, and that we have attained the obj ect in view, which 
was the release of commodore Barney's flotilla, the affair 
will not reflect dishonour on 'Our troops. 

I have the honour to be, &:c. 
DEC IUS WADSWORTH. 

General John Armstrong, Secretary of TVar • 

.Abstract of reports from Rear-Admiral Cockburn to Vice-Ad­
\ miral Cochrane. 

, June 1st, 1814. 
The rear-admiral incloses a letter from captain Ross, of 

his majesty's ship Albion, dated off Ta)llgier Sound, the 29th 
of May, giving an account of his having with the boats of 
that ship, and the Dragon, proceeded into the river Pungo­
teak, in Virginia, for the purpose of destroying any batteries 
or capturing any vessels that he might find there. Ther~ 
were no vessels in the river: but a party of seamen and 
marines were landed to attack a battery, which they took 
possession of, after a smart firing, notwithstanding the mili-
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tia which collected on the occasion, and re-embarked after 
destroying the work, barracks, and guard-houses, and bring­
ing away a six-pounder gun with its carriage. 

June '2 r:.J. 
The rear-admir:'tl transmits four letters from captain Bar­

rie, of his majesty's ship Dragon, dated between the 1st and 
19th of June, rt'porting his proceedings while despatched b." 
l"ear-admiral Cockburn, against the flotilla fitted out at Baltl­
more, under the orders of commodore Barney. 

On the' first of June, captain Barrie, with the St. Lawren~e 
schooner, and the boats of the Albion and Dragon, fell m 
with the flotilla standing down the Chesapeake, and retreat­
ed before it towards the Dragon, then at anchor off Smith's 
Point. This ship having got under way, captain Barrie wore 
with the schooner and boats, but the flotilla made off and 
escaped into the Patuxent river. The Dragon being obliged 
to come again to an anchor, and the boats not being strong 
enough to attack the flotilla, captain Barrie endeavoured to 
ill, luce the enemy to separate his force, by detaching two boats 
to cut off a schooner under Cove Point, but the Americans 
suffered this vessel to be burnt in the face of the flotilla, with­
vut attempting to save her. 

On the 8th the flotilla retreated higher up the Patuxent, 
and captain Barrie being joined on the following day by the 
Loire and J aseur brig, h(: proceeded up the river with them, 
the St. Lawrence schooner, and the boats of the Albion and 
Dragon. The enemy retreated into St. Leonard's creek, in­
to which they could only be pursued by the boats, which 
were too inferior in force to aEow of any attack being made 
by them alone; captain BeaTie endeavo'lred, however, to 
prmroke the enemi' bv rockets :Ind carronades from the boats; 
to come down withi~ reach of the ship's guns. The flotilla 
was at one time so much galled by these attacks, that it quit­
ted its position, and chased the boats, and after a slight skir­
mish with the smaller vessels it returned precipitately to its 
original position. \Vith a view to force the flotilla" to quit 
this station, detachments of seamen and marines were land­
ed on both sides of the river, and the enemy's militia (though 
assembled to the number of three to fi\'e hundred) retreating 
before them into the woods, the marines destroved two to­
bacco stores, and several houses, which formed mi'litary posts. 
O? the 15th the K arcissus joined, and captain Barrie deter­
mlred to proceed up the river with twelve hoats, having in 
them ,one hundred and eighty marines, and thirtv of the black 
colomal corps; the~' proceeded to Benedict" \\ hence a party 



• 
OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS.· [125 

of regulars fled at the approach, leaving behind several mus­
kets, and part of .their camp equipage, with a six-pounder, 
which was-spiked; a store of tobacco was also found there; 
captain Barrie advanced from thence towards Marlborough, 
and although only eighteen miles from Washington, took 
possession of the place, the militia and inhabitants flying in 
the woods. A schooner was loaded with tobacco, and the 
boats plentifully supplied with stock, after which having 
burnt tobacco stores, containing two thousand five hundred 
hogsheads, the detachment' re-embarked. T'he enemy col­
-Iected three hund..red and sixty regulars and some militia on 
some cliffs which the boats had to pass; but some marines 
being landed, traversed the skirts of the heights, and re-em­
barked without molestation; and the enemy did not show 
himself till the boats were out of gun-shot. Captain Barrie 
commends, in high terms, the conduct of all the officers and 
men, seamen and marines, under his orders, as well as that 
of the colonial corps, composed of armed blacks; and rear­
admiral Cockburn takes the opportunity of expressing his 
high sense of the personal exertions and able conduct dis­
played by captain Barrie. 

June 25th. 
The rear-adf9iral transmits a report from lieutenant U rms­

ton, first of the Albion, of a successful attack made by the 
boats of the squadron, under the lieutenant's direction, on a 
post established by the enemy at Chissene-sick, on the main 
land, abreast of Watt's island. The detachment landed, not. 
withstanding a fire of grape and musketry, drove the enemy 
from the post, and destroyed the guard-houses, &c. bringing 
away a six-pounder, the only gun of the enemy at that place. 
Great gallantry was displayed by all employed on this occa-
sion. " 

July 6th. 
The rear-admiral incloses two reports addressed to him 

by captains Brown and Nourse, of the Loire and Severn: the 
former, dated the 27th of June, states that the enemy having 
established a battery on the banks of the Patuxent which 
opened on the Loire and Narcissus, he had judged it proper 
to move the two ships lower down the rIver, when the flo­
tilla under commooore Barney moved out of St. Leonard's 
creek and ran higher up tht Patuxent, with the exception of 
one row-boat, which returned to the creek appart:ntly damag­
ed by the fire of the frigates. The latter from captain Nourse, 
dated the 7th of July, reports his joining the ships in the Pa­
tuxent; ~nd having moved them up beyond St. Leonard's 

• 
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creek, he sent captain Brown with the marines of the ships 
up the cret k, bv whom two of the ent:m<,s gun-boats that 
were found ,irawn lip and scuttled, were with other vessels 
burnt, and a large tobacco stort: destroyed. 

Jullf 19th. 
The rear-admiral states that having heen jnint·d by a bat­

talion of marints, he proceeded lip the Potom:,c \\oith a view 
to attack Leonard's town, the capital of St. !Har~"5 county, 
where the 36th regiment wa~ sutioned. The marines were 
landed under m;tjor L.wi<;, whilst thl""' boats pulled up in front 
of the town; but on discovering the Bri~sh, the enemy's 
armed force quitted the place, and suffered them to take quiet 
possession of it. A quantitr of stores ht longing to the 36th 
regiment, and a number of arms of different descriptions, 
were found here and destro~'ed; a ql1: ,ntity of tobacco, flour, 
provisions, and other articles, were brought away in the boats 
and in a schooner lying off the tQwn. Not a musket being 
fired, nor an armed enemy seen, the town was accordingly 
spared. 

July 21st. 
The rear-admiral reports, that the enemy having collected 

some Virginia militia at a place called Nominy ferry, in Vir­
ginia, a c.onsiderable way up N omin\' river, he proceeded 
thither with their boats and marines (the latter commanded 
by captain Rni}yns, during the illness of major Lewis). The 
enemy's position was on a ven- commanding eminenc.e, pro­
jecting into the water; but some marines being hnded on its 
flank, and soon getting up the craggv side of the mountain, 
while the main body" landed at the ferry, the enemy fell back, 
and though pursued several miles till the approach of night, 
escaped with the loss of a few prisoners. They had with­
drawn their field artillery, and hid it in the woods; fearing 
that if they kept it to use against the British, thev would not 
be able to retreat with it quick enough to save it from cap­
ture. After Liking on board all the tobacco, a'ld other stores 
found in the place, with a quantity of cattle, and destroying all 
the store-houses and buildings, the rear-admiral re-embarked; 
and dropping down to another point of the Nomin\', he ob­
served some movements on shore, upon which he again land­
ed with marines. The enemy fired a volley at lhem, but on 
the advance of the marine!!, fled into the woods. Everv thing 
in the neighbourhood was therefore also destroyed or b"rought 
off; and after visiting the cOllntry in several other directions, 
c?vering t~e escape of the negroes who were anxious to join 
hIm, he quitted the river, and returned to the ships with one 
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hundred and thirty-five refugee negroes, two captured 
schooners, a large quantity of tobacco, dry-goods, and tattle, 
and a few prisoners. 

Jul?J 24th. 
The rear-admiraI'gives an account of his having gone up 

St. Clement's creek, St. Mary's countv, with the boats and 
marines, to examine the couritry. The" militia showed them- " 
selves occasionally, but always retreated when pursued; and 
the boats returned to the ships without any casualt~', having 
captured four schooners and destroyed one. The inhabitants 
having remained peaceably in their houses., the rear-admiral 
did not suffer any injury to be done to them excepting atone 
farm, from which two musket-shots were firt:"d at the admi­
ral's gig, and where the property was therefore destroyed. 

July 31st. 
" The rear-admiral reports, that having on the 26th pro­
ceeded to the head of the Machodick river, in Virginia, 
where he burnt six schooners, whilst the marines marc~d 
without opposition over the country on the banks of that 
river, and there not remaining any other place oh the Vir­
ginia or St. Mary's side of his last anchorage that he had not 
visited, he, on the 28th, caused the ships to move above 
Blackstone's ~sland, and on the 29th proceeded with the 
boats and marines up the Wicomico river; he landed at 
Hamburgh and Chaptico, from which latter place he shipped 
a considerable quantity of tobacco and visited several houses 
in different parts of the country, the owners of which living 
quietly with their families, and seeming to consider them­
selves and their neighbourhood at his disposal, he caused no 
farther inconvenience to them, than obliging them to furnish 
supplies of cattle and stock for the use of his forces. 

• Aug'ust 4th. 
The rear-admiral states, that on the 2d the squadron drop­

ped down the Potomac, near the entrance of the Y ocomoco 
river, which he entered the fol1~wing day with the boats and 
marines, and landed with the latter. The enem," had here 
collected in great force, and made more resistance than usual; 
but the ardour and determination of the rear-admiraPs gal­
lant little band tarried all before them: and after forcing the 
enemy to give way, they followed him ten miles up the coun­
try, captured a field-piece, and burnt several houses which 
had been converted into depots for militia, arms, &c. Learn­
ing afterwards that general Hungerford, had rallied his men 
at Kinsale, the rear-admiral proceeded thither; and though 
the enemy's position was extremely strong, he had only time 
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to give the British an i~effec~ual v~lley, be[o.re ~hey gain~d 
the height, when he agam retired with preCIpitatIOn, and did 
not re-appear. The stores found at Kinsale were then ship­
ped without molestation; and having burnt the store-houses 
and other places, with two old schooners, and destroyed two 
batteries, the rear-admiral re-embarked, bringing away five 
prize schooners and a large quantit~r of tobacco, flour, &c. 
a field-piece, and a few prisoners. The American general, 
Taylor, was wounded and unhorsed, and escaped onl~' through 
the thickness of the wood and bushes, into which he ran. 
The British had three men killed, and as many wounded. 
The conduct of the officers and men on this occ~sion calls 
for the rear-admiral's particular commendation; with five 
hundred inen the~' penetrated ten miles into the enemy's 
countr~', and skirmished back surrounded by woods, in the 
face of the whole collected militia of Virginia, under generals 
Hungerford and Taylor; and after this long march carried 
the- heights of Kinsale in the most gallant manner. 

August 8th. 
The rear-admiral s~ates, that Coan river, a few miles from' 

Yocomoco, being the only inlet on the Virginia side of the 
Potomac that he had not visited, he proceeded on the 7th 
to attack it with the bO:lts :mcl marines: after a tolerably quick 
fire on the boats, the enemy went off precipitately with the 
guns: the battery was destloyed, and the river ascended, in 
which three schooners were captured, and some tobacco 
brought off. 

August 13th. 
The rear-admiral gives an account of his havi!)g, on the 

12th, proceeded up St. ~Llr)"s creek, and landed in various 
parts of the country about that extensi ve inlet, but without 
seeing a single armed person, though militia had formerly 
been stationed at St. Mary's factorv for defence; the inhabi­
tants of the state appe:!r~ng to consider it wiser to submit 
than to attempt oppo;;ition. 

August 15th. 
The rear-admiral reports his having again on that day 

landed within St. Mary's creek, but found on the difierel~t 
parts of the country, the same quiet and submissive conduct 
on the part of the inhabitants, as in the places visited on the 
12th.-Throughout the whole of these operations, rear-admi­
ral Cockburn repeats the highest encomiums on all the offi­
cers and men of the ships and marines under his orders. 
Although from the nature of the countrv, and the excessive 
heat of .the climate, these services must' have been more ha-
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rassing, they were .carried on with grea'ter cheerfulness and 
perseverance. . 

.. The captains of his majesty's ships, on all occasions, VOw 

lunteered, to _ accompany the rear··admiral. To lieutenant· 
colonel Malcolm and major Lewis of the royal marines, he 
expresses his obligations, as well as to the other officers of 
that corps. The conduct of the men, was also deserving of 
the greatest praise; and though the re-embarkations frequently 
took place in the""night, yet during the whole of the operations 
neither a sailor nor a marine was reported missing. 

Copy of a letter from Brigadier-General Winde,. to the Secre .. 

Sir, 
taryof War, dated Baltimore, August 27,1815. 

When the enemy arrived at the mouth of the Potomac, of 
all the militia which I had been authorised to assemble, there 
were but about 1700 in the field, from 13 to 1400 under gen­
eral Stansbury near this place, and about 250 at Bladensburg, 
under lieutenant-colonel Kramer; the slow progress of draft, 
and the imperfect organization, with the ineffectiveness of 
the laws to compel them to turn out, rendered it impossible 
to have procured more. 

The militia of this state, and oCthe contiguous parts of Vir­
ginia and Pennsylvania, were called on en masse, but the for- . 
mer militia law of Pennsylvania had expired the 1st of june 
or July, and the one adopted in its place is not to take effect 
in organising the mililia before OCLOber. No aid therefore 
has been received from that state. 

After all the force that could be put at my disposal in that 
short time, arW making such dispositions as I deemed best 
calculated to present the most respectable force at whatever 
point the enemy might strike, I was enabled by the most ac­
tive and harassing movement of the troops to interpose be­
fore the enemy at Bladensburg about 5000 men, including 
350. rt:gulars and commodore Barney's command. Much 
the largest portion of this force arrived on the ground when. 
the enemy were in sight, and were disposed of to support in 
the best manner, the .position which general Stansbury had 
taken. They had barely reached the ground before the ac­
tion commenced, wbich was about one o'clock, P. M., of the 
24th lOstant, and contmued about an hour. The contest was 
not as obstinately maintained as c.ould have been desired, but 
.was by parts of the troops sustained with great spirit and with 
prodigious effect, and had the w~ole of our force been equally 
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1rm I am induced to belie\"e the enemy would have been reo 
puls~d, notwithstanding all the disadvantages under which we 
fought. The artillery from Baltimore, supported by major. 
Pinkney's rifle battalion, and a part of captain Doughty's 
from the navy yard, werl' in advance to command the pass 
of the bridge" at Bladensburg, and played upon the enemy, 
as I have SinCe learned, with very destructive effect. But the 
rifle troops were ohliged after ;ome time to retire, and of 
course the artillery. Superior numbers however rushed upon 
them and made their retreat necessary, not. however, with· 
out great loss on the part of the enemy. Major Pinkney reo 
ceived a severe wound in his right arm after he had retired 
to the left flank of Stansbury's brigade. The right and cen· 
tre of Stansbury's brigade, consisting of lieutenant· colonels 
Ragan and Shuter's regiments, generally gave way very soon 
afterwards, with the exception of about 40, rallied by colonel 
Ragan, after having lost his horse, and the whole or a part of 
captain Shower's company, both of whom general Stansbury 
represents to have made, even thus deserted, a gallant stand. 

The fall which lieutenant-colonel Ragan received from his 
horse, together with his great efforts to sustain his position, 
rendered him unable to follow the retreat; we have therefore 
to lament that this gallant and excellent officer has been ta­
ken prisoner; he has however been paroled, and I met him 
here recovering from the bruises occasioned by his fall. The 
loss of his services at this moment is serious. 

The 5th Rtltimore regiment under lieutenant-colonel Ster. 
rett, being the left of brigadier-general Stansbury's brigade, 
still, however, stood their ground, and except for a moment 
when part of them recoiled a few steps, remained firm, and 
stood until ordered to retreat, with a view to prevent them 
from being outflanked. 

The reserve under brigadier-general Smith of the district 
o~ Columbia, with the militia of the cit} and Georgetown, 
With the regulars and some detachments of l\Iardand militia, 
flanked on their right by commouore BarnC'.' a~d his brave 
fellows, ~nd lit'uten;~nt-~olonel ILal, still w'ere to the right 
on the hIll, and malntamed the contest for some time with 
great effect. 

It is not with me to report the conduct of commodore Bar­
~ey and his command, nor can I speak from observation, be-
109 too remote, but ,the con.cur~ent testimony of all that did 
observe them, the hIghest Justice for their bra\·e resistance 
and the destructive effect they produced on the enemy. Com. 
modol~. Barne~', attn having 10st his hore(:, took post near 
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one of his guns, and there unfortllnately received a severe 
-wound in the thigh, and he also fell into the hands of the en­
emy. Captain Miller,of the marines, was wounded in the arm, 

• fighting bravely. From the best intelligence, there remains 
but little doubt that the enemy lost at least four hundred kill­
ed and wounded, and of these a very unusual portion killed. 

Our loss cannot, I think, be estimated at more than from 
thirty to forty killed, a~d fifty to sixty wounded. 

They took altogether about 120 prisoners. 
You will readily understand that it is impossible for me to 

speak minutely of the merit or demerjt of part\Cular troops 
so little known to me from their recent and hasty assemblage. 
My subsequent movement for the purpose of preserving as 
much of my force as possible, gaining reinf<?rcements, and 
protecting this place, you already knew. 

I am, with very great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. WINDER, ' 

Brig.-gen. 10th military district. 
Honoura61e JolJn Armstrong, Secretary of War • 

. N. B. We have to lament, that captain Sterrett, of the 5th 
Baltimore regiment, has also been wounded, but is doing well. 
Other officers, no doubt, deserve notice, but I am as yet una-

,bIe to particularize. .,. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Barney to the Secretary of 
the Navy, dated Farm, at Elkridge, August 29th, 1814. 

Sir, . 
This is the first mom~nt I have had it in my power to make 

a report of the proceedings of the forces under my command 
since I had the honour of seeing you on Tuesday, the 23d 
instant, at the camp at the" Old Fields." On the afternoon 
of that day we were informed that the enemy was advanc­
ing upon us. Our army was put into order of battle, and our 
positions taken; my forces were on the right, flanked by the 
two battalipns of the thirty-sixth and thirty-eighth regiments, 
where we remained some hours. The enemy did not, how­
ever, make his appearance. A little before sun-set general 
Winder came to me and recommended that the heavy artil­
lery should be withdrawn, with the exception of one twelve­
pounder to cover the retreat. We took up the line of march, , 
and in the night entered Washington by the Eastern Branch 
bridge. I marched my men, &c. to the marine barracks, and 
took up quarters for the night. About two o'clock, general 
Winder came to my quarters, and we made some arrange· 
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ments. In the morning I received a note from general Win­
der, and waited upon him. He requested me to take com­
mand and place my artillery to defend the passage of th~ 
bridge on the eastern Branch, as the enemy was approaching 
the citv in that direction. I immediatel~' put m~' guns in po­
sition, :leaving the marines and the rest of my men at the bar­
racks, to wait further orders. 1 was in this situation when I 
had the honour to met't you witl1 the president and heads of 
departments, when it was determined I should draw off my 
guns and men, and proceed towards Bladensburg, which was 
immediately put into execution. On our way I was informed 
the enemy was within a mile of Bladensburg: we hurried on, 
though the day was very hot, afld my men much crippled from 
the severe marches we had experienced the preceding days. 
I preceded the men, and when I arrh'ed at the line which se­
parates the district from ~Jaryland, tht:: battle began. I sent 
an officer back to hasten on my mt::n-they came up in a trot. 
'Ve took our position on the rising ground, put the pi~es in 
oattery, posted the marines under captain Miller, and flotilla 
men, who were to act as infantry under their own officers, on 
my right, to support the pieces, and waited the approach of 
the enemy. During this period the engagement continued­
the enemy advancing, and our army retreating before them, 
apparently in much disorder. At length the enemy made, 
his appearance on the main r()ad in force and in front of my 
battery, and on seeing us made a halt; I reserved our fire; in 
a.few minutes the enemy again advanced, when I ordered an 
elghteen-po,under to be fired, which completely cleared the 
road; shortly after, a second and a third attempt was made 
by the ~nemy to come forward, but all who made the attempt 
were destroyed. 'IOhe enemy then cl0ssed over into an open 
field, and attemptt:el to flank our °1 ight. He was there met by 
three twelve-pounders, the marines under captain Miller, 
and ~y ,?en acting as inf:.ll1tr\", and ,.gain was totally cut up. 
By rhls time ,not a ,'estige of the American army remained, 
ex,~e~t a body of five or six hundred posted on. a height on 
reI nght, from whom I expected much support from their 
~". "itu~tic.n. The enemy from this period never appeared 
In fo ":e In tron~ of us. He:: howe\'er pus,hed forward his sharp­
t;hoot r , one of whom shot my horse trom under me which 
fell dead between two of m~ g;"ns. The enemy, who h~d been 
kept in check by our fire for nearly half an hour, now began 
to OUtflank us on the right. Our gUllS were turned th:ot way; 
he pushed up the hill with about two or three hundred m~n • 
towards the corps of Americans stationed as above described, 
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who, to my great mortification, made no resistance,giving a 
fire or two and, retiring. , 

. In this situation we had the whole arm\' of the enemy to 
~ontend with; our ammunition was expended, and l1nf~rtu­

nately the drivers of mv ammunition :"vaggons had gone off 
in the general panic. At thj." time I received a severe wound 
in my thigh. Captain Miller was wounded, sailing-master 
Warner killed, acting sailing-master Martin killed, and sail­
ing-master Martin wounded, but to the honour of my offi­
cers and men, as fast as ~ht'ir companions and mess-mates 
fell at the guns, they were instantly replaced/rom those act­
ing as infantry. Finding the enemy now completely in our 
rear, and no means of defence, I gave orders to my officers 
to retire. Three of my officers assisted me to get off a short 
distance, but the great loss of blood occasioned such a weak­
ness that I was compelled to lie down. I requested my offi­
cer$ to leave me, which they obstinately refused, but upon 
being ordered they obeyed-one only remained. In a short 
time I observed a British soldier and had him called, and 
directed him to seek an officer-in a few minutes an officer 
came, who, on learning who I was, brought general Ross 
and admiral Cockburn to me. These officers behdved to me 
with the most marked attt-ntion, respect, and politeness, had 
a surgeon nrought and my wounds dressed immediately. Af­
ter a few minutes conversation the general in(ormed me Caf­
ter paying me a handsome compliment) that I was paroled 
and at liberty to proceed to Washington or Bladenst>urg, as 
was also Mr. Huffington who had remained with me, offer­
ing me every assistance in his power, giving orders for a lit­
ter to be brought, in' Wf)i~h I was carried to Bladensburg .. 
Captain Wainwright, first captain to adrI1iral CochraI)e, re­
mained with me, and behaved to mt as if I was a brother. 

During the stay of the enem\' at Bladenshurg I received 
the .most polite attention from the officers both of the navy 
and army. 

My wound is deep, but I flatter myself not dangerous­
the ball is not yet extracted. I fondly hope a few weeks will 
restore me to health, and that an exchange will take place 
that I may resume my command, or any other that you an:d 
the president may honour me with. 

Yours, respectfully, / 
JOSHUA BARNEY. 

Honourable William Jones, Secretary of t/je Navy. 
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Extracts of a letter from Commodore Ting'ey, to the Secretary 
of thl' iVac'!f, duted .. Vat'!! Yard, Washington, 27th August, 
181.f.. 

S· 4 Ir, 
After receiving "our orders of the 2--1-th,directing the pub­

lic shipping, stores, &c. at this estahlishment to he dt'stro~ed, 
in case of the success of the enem\ over ollr arm\,-;l0 tIme 
was In;t in mal; ing the nt'cessar~' arrangements for fil ing the 
whole, and preparing boats for departing from the yard, as 
you h:ld sllg~t'sttd. 

Ahollt four P. M. I received a message b\' an officer from 
the s':cretar\' of war, with information that he ~~ could protect 
me no long;r." Soon after this, I was informed that the con­
flagration of the Eastern Branch hridge had commenced­
and, in a fl'w minutes, the explosion announced the blowing 
up of that part, near the "draw," as had been arranged in 
the morning. 

The intended fate of the navy ,'ard had before been pub­
licly announced to the neighbollr~, in order that they might 
take ever~' possible precaution for the safety of themselves, 
families, and property. 

Immediately several individuals came in succession, en­
deavouring to prevail on me to deviate from my instructions 
-whi,,·h thev were invariahl\' informed was unavailing, un­
less th<":' cOlI'ld bring me' \ ollr inslru(tions in writing, (oun­
termanding those pre\'iousl', gin·n. 

A deputation also of the most respectable women came 
on the same errand-when I fOllnd m~'self painfully neces­
sitated to inform them that al1\' LlJ thl>r importunities would 
cause the matches to be instantlvapplil,d to the trains-with 
assurance, however, that if It'ft at peare, I would delay the 
execution of the orders as long as 1 could feel the least sha­
dow of justifilation. Captain Creighton's arrival at the yard, 
with the men who had been with him at the bridge (probably 
about five o'dock) would have justified me in instant opera­
tion-but he also was str ... nuous in the desire to obviate the 
intended destruction; and \'olunteered to ride out, and gain 
me positive information as to the position of the enemy, un­
der the hope that our arm~" might have rallied and repulsed 
them. I was m\"self indL'ed desirous of del a\' for the reason 
tha~ the wind ·was then blowing fresh fro~ the S. S. W., 
whIch would most prohably have caused the destruction of 
all, the private property north and east of the \'ard, in its 
nelg~bourhood, being of opinion also, that the close of the 
evenmg would bring with it a calm, in which happily we 
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were not disappointed. Other gentlemen, well mounted, vo­
lunteert:d, as captain Creighton had done, to go out and bring 
me positive intelligence of the enemy's situation, if possible 

&a:o obtain it. . 
The evening came, and I waited with much anxiety the re­

turn of captain Creighton, havtng almost continual informa­
tion, that the enemy wert: in the neighbourhood of the ma­
rine barracks-at the Cap~tol Hill-and that their advance 
was near Georgetown; I therefore determined to wait only 
until half fast eight o'clock, to commence tht: execution of 
my orders, becoming apprehensive that captain Creighton 
had, from his long stay, fallen into the hands of the enemy. 
During this delay, I ordered a few marines, and other per­
sons who were then near me, to go off in one of the small 
gallies, which was done, and that boat is saved. Colonel 
Wharton had been furnished with a -light boat, with which 
he left the yard, probably between seven and eight o'clock. 

At twenty minutes past eight, captain Creighton returned; 
he was extremely averse to the destruction of the property, 
but having informed him that your orders to me were impe­
rative; the proper disposition of the boats being made, the 
matches were applied, and in a few moments the whole was 
in a state of irretrievable confLtgration •. 

When about leaving the wharf, I observed the fire had al­
so commenced at the works at Greenleaf's point, and in the 
way out of the Branch. we observt:d the capitol on fire. 

It had been my intention not to leave the vicinity of the 
yard, with my boat, during the night, but having captain 
Creighton and other gentlt:men with me, she was too much 
encumbered and over-laden to render that determination pro­
per. We therefore proceeded to Alexandria. in the vicinity 
of which·I rested till the morning of the 25th, wht:n we left 
Alexandria at half past seven o'clock, and proceeded again 
to the yard, where I 1anded unmolested about a quarter be­
fore nine. 

The schooner Lynx had h~d alongside the burning wharf, 
still unhurt; hoping, therefore. to save her. we hauled her 'to 
the quarter of the hulk of the New- York, which ,had also es­
caped the ragt:s of the flames. 

The detail issuing store of the navy store keeper, had. re­
mained safe from the fire during the night, which the ene­
my (being in force in the yard) about eight o'clock set fire 
to and it was speedily consumed. It appeared they had left 
the yard about half an hour when we arrived. 

From the number and movements of the enemy, it would 
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have appeared rash temerity to h~,'e attempted returning 
again that d:,: -though m: inclinalie.n strongly urged it: there­
fore reconnoitering their ml.tlons, as well as could be effect­
ed at a convenient dist~nc: in the ?ig, until (.venin9, I again" 
proceeded to Alexandna ior the nIglH. 

Yestnday morning the 26th, it was impossible to form 
(from the various and contradictory reports at Alexandria) 
any sort of probable conjecture either of the proceedings and 
situation of our army, or that of the enemy. Determining 
therefore to ha\'e a positive knowledge of some part thereof, 
from occular demonstration, I again embarked in the gig, 
proceeding with due ca'!tion to the yard, where I learned 
with chagrIn devastation and pillage had commenced; and 
found also to my surprize that the old gun-boat, which had 
been loaded ",ith prodsions, and had grounded in endeavour­
ing to get out of the Branch, on the evening of the 24.th, was 
nearly discharged of her cargo, by a number of our people, 
without connexion with each other. 

Having landed in the yard, I soon ascertained that the en­
emy had left the city, exC<'pting only a serjeant's guard, for the 
security of the sick and wounded. Finding it impracticable 
to stop the scene of plunder that had commenced, I deter­
mined instantly on repossessing the yard, with all the force 
~t my command; repairing, therefore, immediately to Alex­
andria, lieutenant Haraden, the ordinary men, and the few 
marines there, were ordered directly up, following myself, 
and got full possession again at evening. 

I am now collecting the scattcr",d, purloined provisions, 
ready for your orders, presuming they will now become very 
scarce indeed-the quantity saved ~ ou shall be informed of 
when known to me. 

The Lynx is safe, except her foremast being carried away 
in the storm of the 25th, abollt four P. M. We have also 
anoU1er of the gun-boats, with about 100 barrels of powder; 
and one of the large yard-cutters, nearly full with the filled 
cylinders for our different guns preVIously mounted-the 
powder of those, however, is probably much wetted by the 
storm. 

_ I have the honour to be, very respectfully, sir, your obe­
dient se rvant, 

T. TINGEY. 
Honourable Wm. Jones, Secretary oj the Navy. 
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Copies ofdespatchesfrom Vice-Admiral Sir AlexanJer Cochrane, 
K. B. to John Wilson Croker, Esq. . 

~ir, Tonnant, in the Patuxent, September 2, 1814. 
I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information o( 

my lords commissioners of the admiralty, of the proceedings 
of his majesty's combiIJed forces since my arrival within the 
capes of Virgion,ia; and I beg leave to offer my congratula­
tions to their lordships upon the successful termination of an 
expedition, in which the whole of the enemy's ftoti1l~ under 
commodore Barney has been captured or destrcyed; his ar­
my. though great'y superior in numher, and" strongly posted 
with cannon, defeated at Bladensburg; the city of Washing­
ton taken; the capitol, with all the public buildings, military 
arsenals, dock-yard, and the rest of their naval establishment, 
together with a vast quantity of naval and military stores, a 
frigate of the largest class ready to launch, and a sloop of war 
afloat, either blown up .or reduced to ashes. 

Such a series of successes in the centre of an enemy's 
country, surrounded by a n'umerous population, could not be 
acquired without loss, and we have to lament the fall of some 
valuable officers and men; but considering the difficulties the 
forces had to contend with, the heat of the climate, and their 
coming into action at the end of -a long march, our casual­
ties are astonishingly few. 

My letter of, the 11 th August will have acquainted their 
lordships of my waiting- in the Chesapeake for tht! arrival of 
rear-.admiral Malcolm, with the expedition from Bermuda. 

The rear-admiral joined me on the 17th, and as I had in­
formation from rear-admiral Cockburn, whom I found in the 
Potomac, that commodore Barney, with the Baltimore flo­
tilla, had taken shelter at the head of the Patuxent, this af­
forded a pretext for ascending that river to attack him near 
its source, above Pig Point, while the ultimate destination 
of the combined force was Washington, should it be found 
thatthe attempt might be made with any prospect of success. 
To give th~ir lordships a more correct idea of the place of 
attack, I send a sketch of the cot1ntry, upon which the move­
ments of the army and navy "are pourtrayed; by it their lord­
ships will observe that the best approach to Washington is 
hy Port Tobacco upon th(' Potomac, and Benedict upon the 
Patuxent; from both of which are direct and good roads to 
that city,ancl their distances nearly alike; the roads from Be­
nedict divide nearly five miles inland; the one by Piscataw~y 
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'and Bladensburg, the other following the course of the ri­
ver, although at some distance from it, owing to the creeks 
that run up the country; this last passes through the. town of 
Nottingham and Marlborough to Bladensburg, at which town 
the river c211ed the Eastern Branch, that bounds Washing- . 
ton to the eastward, is ford ... ble, and the distance is about five 
miles. There are two bridges over this river at the city; but 
it was not to be expected that the enemy w.ould leave them 
accessible to an invading army. 

Previously to my entering the Patuxent, I detached cap­
tain Gordon, of his majesty's ship Seahorse, with the ships 
and bombs named in the margin, in the Potomac, to bom­
bard fort Washington (which is situated on the left bank of 
that river, about ten or twelve miles below the ci~')' with a 
view of destroying that fort, and opening a free communica­
tion above, as well as to cover the retreat of the army, should 
its return bv the Bladensburg road be found too hazardous, 
from the accession of strength the en~my might obtain from 
Baltimore; it was also reasonable to expect, that the militia 
from the country to the northward and westward would flock 
in, so soon as it should be known that the capital was threat­
ened. 

Captain sir Peter Parker, in the Menelaus, with some 
small vessels, was sent up the Chesapeake above Baltimore, 
to divert the attention of the enemy in that quarter, and I 
proceeded with the remainder of the naval force and the 
troops, up this river, and landed the army upon the 19th and 
20th, at Benedict. 

So soon as the necessary provisions and stor~s could be as­
sembled and arranged, major-general Hoss, with his army, 
moved towards Nottingham, while our flotilla, consisting of 
the armed launches, pinnaces, barges, and other boats of 
the fleet, under the command of rear-admiral Cockburn, 
passed ,up the river, being instructed to keep upon the right 
flank ot the army, for the double purpose of supplying ,it 
with provisions, and, if necessary, to pass it over t9 the left 
bank of the river, into Calvert county, which se~ured a safe 
retreat to the ships, should it be judged necessary. 
Th~ army reac.hed Nottingham upon the 21st, and on the 

followmg day arrived at Marlborough; the flotilla continued 
advancing towards the station of commodore Barnev, about 
~hree miles above Pig Point, who although much superior 
1n force to that sent against him, did not wait an attack, but, 
at the appearance of our boats, set fire to his flotilla, and 
the whole of his vessels, excepting one, w~re blown up. 
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Por the particulars of this well executed service, I must 
refer their lordships to rear-admiral Cock~tirn's report No. 
1, who, on the same evening, conveyeCl to me an account of 
his success, and intimation from major-general Ross, of his 
intention to proceed to the city of Washington, considering, 
from the information he had received, that it might be assail­
ed, if done with alacrity, and in consequence had determin­
ed to march that evening upon Bladensburg. The remaining 

-boats of the fleet were immediately' employed in conveying 
up the river supplies of provisions for the forces, upon their 
return to Nottingham, agreeably to an arrangement made by 
the rear-admiral, who proceeded on in company with the, 
army. . 

The report No.2, of rear-admiral Cockburn's, will inform. 
their lordships of the brilliant success of the forces, after 
their departure from Marlborough, when they returned upon 
the 26th, and having reached Benedict upon the 29th, the 
expedition was embarked in good order. 

011 combined services, such as we hav~ been engaged ib, 
it gives me the greatest pleasure to find myself united -with 
.so able and-experienced an offic~r as major-general Ross, in 
whom are blended those qualities so essential to promote 
success, where co-operation between the two services be .. 
come necessary; and I have much satisfaction in noticing 
the unanimity that prevailed between the army and mwy, .as 
I have also in stating to their lordships that major-general 
Hoss has expressed \lis full approbation of the conduct of the 
officers, seamen, anc;l marines, acting with the. army. 

I have before had occasion to speak of the unremitting 
zeal and exertions of rear-admiral Cockburn during the time 
he commanded in the Chesapeake under my o'rders: the in­
terest and abilitv which he has manifested throughout this 
late arduous service, justly entitle him to my best thanks, 
and to the ackQowledgments 'of my lords commiSSIOners of 
the admiralty. 

Rear-admiral Malcolm, upon every occasion, and particu­
larly in his arrangement for the speedy re-embarkation of 
the troops, rendered me essential assistance, and to him, as 
well as to rear-admiral Codrington, captain of the fieet, I 

• am indebted for the alacrity and order with which the labC! .. 
rious duties in the conveying of supplies to the army were 
conducted. 

For the conduet of the captains and officers of the squadron 
employed in the flotilla, and with the army, I must beg lea-ve 
to refer their lordships to the reports of rear-admiral Cock .. 
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burn and to call their favourablf' consideration to those whom 
the r~ar-adrniral has had occ\lsion p.lrtiwlarh· to notice. 'Vhile 
employed immediately under m~' eye, I had e~t'ry reason to 
be perfectly satisfied with their zealous emulatIOn, as ~ell ?S 
that of every seaman and marine, to promote the servIce m 
which they were engaged. . . 

Captain ·"r ainwright, of his majesty's shlp Tonnant, wIll 
have the honour to deliver this despatch to ),Ol}, and as he 
was actually employed both with the flotilla and with the a~­
my 10 the whole of their proceeding:3, I beg leave to refer theIr 
lordships to him for any farther ·particulars. 

I have not yet received any returns from the ships employe.d 
in the Potomac, the winds having been unfavourable to their 
coming down; but, by the information I gain from the coun­
try-people, they have completel y succeeded in the capture and 
destruction of fort Washington, which has been blown up •. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. COCHRANE, 

Vice-admir~l and command~r in chirJ. 
John 1Vilson Croker, EStj. 

On board the Resolution tender, off Mount Calvert. 
Sir, lIfonday-night, 22d August, 1814. 

I have the honour to inform you, that after parting from you 
at Benedict on the evening of tne 20th instant, I proceeded 
up the Patuxent with the boats and tenders, the marines of 
the ships being embarked in them, under the command of 
captain Robyns (the senior officer of that corps in the fleet), 
and the marine artillery, linder captain Harrison, in their two 
tenders; the Severn and Hebrus frigates, and the Manly sloop, 
being directed to follow us up the ri \'t:r as far as might prove 
practicable. 

The boats and tenders I placed in thrt'e ui"isions; the first 
u?der the jmmt'dil~e command of captains Slllli\'an (the se­
mor commander emp10ytd on the occasion) and Badcock; 
the second, under captains ~ioney and Somervillt:; the third, 
under captain HamsaYi-the wh01(, under the superintend. 
ance ~nd imm:diate management of captain vVainwright of 
the 10nnant, 1u:"utenant James Scott (first of the Albion) at­
tending as my aid-de-camp. 

I en~eavoured to keep \vith the boats and tenders as nearly 
as posslb.le abreast of, the ar~y u,nJer major-general Ross, 
that .1 mIght commUnIcate> WIth hIm as occasion offered, ac­
cordmg to the plan pt"eviou , ranged; and about mid-day 
yesterday I accordingly ancnored at the ferry-house opposite 
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Lower Mar:1borough, where I met the general; and where the 
army halted for some hours, after which he marched for Not­
tingham, and I proceeded on for the same place with the boats. 
On our approaching that town a few shots were exchanged be­
tween the leading boats and some of the enemy's cavalry; but 
the appearance of our army advancing caused them to retire 
with precipitation. Captains Nourse and Palmer, of the Se­
vern and Hebrus, joined me this day with their boats, having 
found it impracticable to· get their ships higher Ithan Bene­
dict. 

The major-general remained with the army at Notting­
ham, and the. boats and tenders continued anchored off it 
during the night: and SOon after day-light this morning, the 
whole moved again forward, but the wind blowing during 
the morning down the river, and the channel being exces­
sively narrow, and the advance of our tenders consequently 
slow, I judged it advisablt to push on with the boats, only 
leaving the tenders to follow as they could. 

On approaching Pig ·Point (where the enemy's flotilla was 
said to he), I landed the marines under captain Robyns on 
the left bank of the river, and directed him to march round 
and attack, on the land-side, the town situated on the point, 
to draw from llS the attention of such troops as might be 
there for its defence; and the defence of the flotilla; I then 
proceeded on with the boats, and, as we opened the reach 
above Pig Point, I plainly discovered commodore Barney'S 
broad pendant in the head-most vessel, a large sloop, and the 
remainder of the flotilla extending in a long line astern of 
her. Our boats now advanced towards thltm as rapidly as 
possible; but, on nearing them, we observed the sloop bear­
ing the hroad pendant to be on fire, and she very soon after­
wards blew up. I now saw clearl~, th:lt th,"~ were all aban­
doned, and on fire, with trains to thcir magazines; and out 
of the seventeen vessels which compos\"'d this formidable 
and so much vaunted flotilla, sixteen were in quick succes­
sion blown to atoms, and the seventeenth (in which the fire 
had not taken) we captured. The commodore's sloop was a 
large armed vessel; the others were gun-boats, all having a 
long gun in the bow, and a carronade in the stern; the calibre 
of the guns and number of the crew of each differed in pro­
portion to the size of the boat, varying from 32 pounders and 
60 men to 1S-pounders and 40 men. I found here lying above 
the flotilla, under its protection, 13 merchant schooners, some 
of which not being worth bringing away I caused to be burnt; 
such as were in good condition I directed to be moved to Pig 

; , 
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Point. Whilst employed in takin~ these ves~~l!'l, a few shoL 
were fired at '.IS hy some of the m,'n (.f the fl"tilla from the 
bushes on th.· sh"rt:, nt"ar liS; hut lieutenant Scott, whom I 
had landed for that purpose, soon got hold of them and made 
them prisouers. Some horsemen likewise show/'cl tht'mselves 
on the r~t'i:.:;-J~l'OlJl ing ht'igh!s, but a 1'0, ket or two dispersed' 
tht:ffi; and laplain Hoby~s, who had got possession of Pig 
Point without resistance, now spreading his men through the 
country, th,. enem,· retreatt'd to a distance, and left us in quiet 
possl's~ion of the town, the nel~hhoUlhood, and the-prizes. 

A lal ge qtl:,ntity of tohac('o having been found in the town 
at Pig Point, I h~\'e left captain }{ohyns, with the marines, 
and captain NOllIse, with two divisions of the boats, to hold 
the place and ship the tohaclO into the prizes, and I have 
moved back with the third di\'ision to this point, to enable 
me to confer on our fUlun: operations with the major-gene­
ral, who has been good tnough to send his aid-de-camp to 
infor.m me of his safe arrival. with the army under his com-­
mand, at Upper Marlborough. 

In congratulating ~'ou, sir, which I do most sincerely, on 
the complete destruction of this flotilla of the t'nem~', which 
has lately occupied so much of our attention, I mllst beg to 
be permitted to assure ~'ou, that the cheerful and indt'fatiga-J 
ble exertions on (his occasion, of caplains Wainwright,Nourse,­
and Palma, and -of captain Sullivan, the com m~ndt'l's, offi- . 
cers, and men, in the boats you have placed under my orders,: 
most justly entitle them to m~ warmt'st acknowledgmenta,:t 
and my earnest rec.ommendation to\'our favourable notice. -

I have the hon"our to be, &c., 
(Signed) ,G. COCKBURN, 

Rear-admiral. 
The honourable sir A. Cochrane, K. B. 

. His Majesty's ship Manly, off Nottingham. 
Sir, Patuxent, August 2i. 

I.have the ~onour to inform you that, agreeably to the in­
tentions I notIfi~d to you in my letter of the 22d instant, I 
proceeded by laIJd on the morning of the 23d to Upper Marl­
borough, to meet and confer with major-general Hoss as to 
~:>ur furt~er operations against thf' t'nt'm~', and were not long 
10 agreemg nn the propri. t~ of making an imlllLdiate attempt 
on the city of \Vashing on. 
_ In conformi;y tht:rdon: with the wishes of the geneJ-al, I 
1Os~antly sent orderfj 10. our marine and nav,li flJrces at Pig 
POint, to be forthwith moved over to Mount Cak-t:rt, and 
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for the marines, marine artillery, and a portion of the seamen 
to ~e there landed, arici with the utmost possihle expedition 
to join th~ army, which I also readil" agreed .to accompany. 

The major-general tht'n made his dispositions,and arranged 
that captain Robyns, with the m'lrine's of the ships, shou.1d 

. retain possession of Uppt'r M arlhorough, and that the marine 
artillery and seamen sholdd foHow the arm~· to the ground it 
was to occupy for the night. The arm,' then moved (In, and 
bivouacked before dark, about five miles nearer Washington. 

In the night, captain Palmer of the Hebrus, and captain 
Money of the Trave, joined ~s with the seamen and with 
the marine artillery, under captain Harrison; captain Wain­
wright of the Tonnant, had accompanied me the day before, 
as had also liel,ltenant James Scott (acting first lieutenant) of 
the' Albion. ... 

At daylight in the m()rning of the 24th, the major-gelle­
ral again put the army in motion, directing his march upon 
Bladensburg, on reaching which place, with the advaru:ed 
brigade, the enemy was discovered· drawn up in force on a 
rising ground. beyond the town; and by the fire he soon open­
ed upon us as we ent~red the place, gave us to understand 
he was well protected with artillery. General Ross, howe­
ver, did not hesitate immediatelv advancing to attack him, 
although our troops were <llmost exhausted with the fatigue 
of the march they had just made, and but a small proportion 
of our little army had yet got t;p; this dashing measure, was, 
however, I am happy to add, crowned with the Sllccess it 
merited; for, in spite of the p,alIing fire of the enemy, our 
troops advanced steadih on both his flanks and in his front; 
and as soon as they arrived on even ground with him, he fled 
in every direction, leaving behind him ten pieces of cant!on, 
and a considerable number of killt d and wounded, amongst 
the latter commodore Barney and several other officers; some 
other prisoners were also taken. though nol many: owing to 

I the swiftness with which the enemy went off, and the fatigues· 
our army had previously undergone. 

It would, sir, be deemed presul1lption in me to attempt to 
give you particular details respecting the nature of this bat­
tle; I shall, therefore, only remark, generally, that the enemy 
8000 strong, on ground he had chost'n as best adapted for 
him to defend, where he had time to erect his batteries, and 
concert all his measures, was dislodgt'd as soon as reached, 
and a victory gained Over him by a division of the British ar­
my, not amounting to more than 1500 men, headed by our 
gallant general, whose brilliant achievement of this day it is 



144]' HISTORICAL REGISTER. 

beyond my power to do justice to, and indeed no possible 
comment could enhance. 

The seamen, with the guns, were, to their great mortifica­
tion, with the rear division during this short but decisive ac- , 
tion; those, however, 'lttached to the rocket brigade, were in 
the battle, and I remarked with much pleasure the precision 
with which the rockets were thrown by them, under the di. 
rection of first lieutenant Lawrence, of the marine artillery; 
Mr. Jeremiah M'Daniel, master's mate of the Tonnant, a 
very fine ~'oung man, who was attached to this party, .being 
severely wounded, I beg permission to recommend hIm to 
your favourable consideration. The company of marines I 
have on so manv occasions had cause to mention to you, 
commanded h~' first lieutenant Stephens, was also in the ac­
tion, as were the colonial marines under the temporary com­
mand of captain Heed, of the sixth West-India regiment, 
(these companies being attached to the light brigade), and 
they respective)y hehaved with their accustomed zeal and 
bravery. None other of the naval department were fortunate 
enough to arrive up in time, to take their share in this battle, 
excepting captain Palmer, of the Hebrus, with his aid-de­
camp, Mr. Arthur 'Vakefield, midshipman of that ship, and 
lieutenant James Scott, first of the Albion, who acted as my 
aid-de-camp, and remained with me during the whole time. 

The contest being completely ended, and the enemy hav­
ing retired from the field, the general gave the army about 
two hours rest, when he "gain ,moved forward on,Washing­
ton; it ,,-as however dark before we reached the cit\', and on 
the general, myself, and somt" officers advancing a ~hort way 
past the first houses of the town, without being accompanied 
by the troops, the enemy opened upon us a heavy fire of 
musketry,from the capitol aud two other houses; these, were 
therefore :1lmost immediately stormed by our people, taken' 
possession of, and set on fire, after which the town submitted 
without further resistance. 

The enemy himself, on our entering the town, set fire to 
the navy yard (filled'with naval stores), a frigate of the larg­
~st clas~, almosl ready. for launching, and a sloop of war ly­
mg off It, as he also dId to the fort which nrotected the sea 
approach to Washington. ' 
. On taking possessionof the city, we also set fire to the pre­

SIdent's palace, the treasury, and the war office· and in the . , 
mornmg captain Wainwright went with a party to see that 
the destruction in the navy yprd was complete; when he de­
stroyed whatever stores and buildings had escaped the flames 
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of the preceding night; a large quantity of ammunition and 
ordnance stores were likewise destroyed by us in the arsenal, 
as were about 200 pieces of artillery of different calibres, as 
well as a: vast 'quantity of small arms. Two rope-walks. of a 
very extensiYe. nature, full of tar-rope, &c. situated at a con­
siderable distance from the yard, were likewise set fire to and­
consumed; in short, sir, I do not believe a vestige of public 
property, or a store of any kind, which could be converted 
to the use of the government, escaped destruction; the bridges 
across the Eastern Branch and the Potomac were likewise 
destroyed. 

This general destruction being completed during the day 
of the 25th, we marched again at nine that night on our re­
turn, by Bladensburg, to Upper Marlborough. 

We arrived yesterday evening at the latter without moles­
tation of any sort, indeed without a single musket h~:l\'ing been 
fired, and this mortring we moved on to this place, where I 
have found hi~ majesty's sloop Manly, the tenders, and the 
boats, and I have hoisted my flag pro tern. in the former. 
The troops will 'probably march to-morrow, or next day at 
farthest, to Benedict for re-embarkatidn, and the Hotilla will 
of COUl'se join you at the same time. " 

In closing, sir, my statement to you, of the arduous and 
highly important operations of this week, I have a most 
pleasing duty to perform, in assuring you of the good con· 
duct of the officers and men who have been serving Wider 
me. I have been particularly indebted, whilst on this service, 
to captain Wainwright of the Tonnant, for the' assistance he 
has invariably afforded me; and to captains Palmer and Mo. 
ney, for their exertions during the march to and from Wash­
ington. To captain Nourse, who has commanded the flotilla 
during my absence, my acknowledgments are most justly due, 
as well as to captains Sullivan, Badcock, Somerville, Ramsay, 
and Bruce, who have acted in it under him. 

I.ieutenant James Scott, now first li~utenant of the Albion, 
has on this occasion rendered me essential services, and, as 
I have had reason so often of late to mention to you the gal. 
lant and meritoriol1s conduct of this officer, I trtlst you will 
permit me to seize this opportunity of recommending him to 
your favourable notice and consideration. 

Captain RObyns (the senior officer of the marines on board 
the fleet), who has pad, during these operations, the marines 
of the ships under his orders, has executed ably and zea­
lously the several services with which be has been entrusted. 

VOL. IV. fTJ 
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.' 2nd is entitled to my best acknowledgments accoraingly, as 
is also captain Harrison of the marine artillery, who, with 
the officers and men attached to him, accompanied the army 
td and from Washington. 
M~. Dobie, surgeon of the Melpomene, ,:olunteered his 

professional services on this occasion, and rendered much 
assistance to the wounded on the field of battle, as well as to 
many of the men taken ill on the line of march. 
O~e colonial marine killed, one master's-mate, two ser­

jeants, and three colonial marines wounded, are t~e casual­
ties sustained by the naval department; a general hst of the 
killed and wounded of the whole army will of course accom­
pany the report of the major-general. 

, I have the honour to be, &c., 
(Signed) G. COCKBUH~, , 

Rear-admzral~ 
Vice~admil'al the honourahle sir A. Cochrane, K. B. &c. 

From tIle London Gaz;ette Extraordinary. 

Colonial Department, Downing-street, Septemher 27th, 1814. 
Captain Smith, assistant adjutant-general to the troops un­

der the command of general Hoss, arrived this morning with 
a despatch from that officer, addressed to earl Bathurst, one 
of his majesty's principal secretaries of state, of which the· 
following is a copy. 

Tonnant, in the Patuxmt, August 30th, 1814. 
My lord, 

I have the honour to communicate to your lordship, that 
on the night of the 24th instant, after defeating the army of 
the United States on that day, the troops under my command 
entered and took possession of the city of Washington. 

It was determined between sir Alexander Cochrane and 
myself, to disembark the army at the village of Benedict, on 
the right bank of the Patuxent, with the intention of co-oper­
ating with rear-admiral Cockburn, in an attack upon a flotilla 
of the enemy's gun-boats under the com mand of commodore 
Barney. On the 20th instant, the army commenced its 
Inarch, havi~g landed the ~revious day without opposition: 
on the ~lst It reached Nottmgham, and on the 22d moved 
on to Upper Marlborough, a f~w miles distant from Pig Point 
OD the Patuxent, where admIral Cockburn fell in with and 
?efeated the Botill.a, ~aki.ng and ~estroying the whole. Hav­
lna advanced to wlthm sIxteen mll~s of Washington, and as-
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• certaining the force of the enemy to be'such as might au-
thorize an attempt at carrying his capital, I determined to 
mflke it, and accordingly put the troops in movement on the 
evening of the 23d. A corps of about 1300 men appeared 
to oppose us, but retired after firing a few shots. On the 24th, 
the troops. resumed their march, and reached Bladensburg, 
a village situated on the left bank of the eastern branch of 
the Potomac, about five miles from Washington. 

On the opposite side of that river, the enemy was discover­
ed strongly posted on very commanding, heights, formed in 
lines, bis advance occupying a fortified house, which, with 
artillery, covered the bridge over the Eastern Branch, across 
which the British troops had to pass. A broad and straight 
road leading from the bridge to Washington, ran through the 
enemy's position. which was carefully defended by artillery 
and riflemen. ' 

The disposition for an attack being made, it was com­
menced with so much impetuosity by the light brigade, con­
sisting of the 85th light infantry and the light infantry com­
panies of the army, under the command of colonel Thornton, 
that the forti fied house was shortly carried, the enemy retir­
ing to the higher grounds. 

In support of the light brigade, I ordered up a brigade un­
der the command of colonel Brooke, who, with the 44th regi. 
ment, attacked the enemy's left, the 4th regiment pressing 
his right with such effect as to cause him to abandon his 
guns. His first line giving way, was driven on the second, 
which, yielding to the irresistible attack of the bayonet, and 
the well-directed discharge of rockets, got into confusion and 
fled, leaving the British masters of the field. The rapid flight 
of the enemy, and his knowledge of the country, precluded 
the, possibility of many prisoner~ being taken, more particu­
larly as the troops had during the day undergone considera-
ble fatigue. , 

The enemy·s army, amounting to eight or nine thousand 
men,. with three or four hundred cavalry, was under the com­
mand of general Winder, being formed'of troops drawn from 
Baltimore and Pennsylvania. His artillery, ten pieces of 
which fell into our hands, was commanded by commodore 
Barney, who was 'wounded and taken prisoner. The artillery 
I directed to be destroyed. 

Having halted the a;my for a short time, I determined to 
march upon Washington, and reached that city at 8 o'clock 
that ~ight. Judging it of consequence to complc::te the des­
truction of the public buildings with the least possible delar, 
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so that the army might retire withou/loss of time, the fol. 
lowing buildings were set fire to and consumed; th~ capitol, 
including the senate-house and house of representatives; the 
arsenal, the dock-yard, treasury, war-office, president's palace, 
rope-walk, aml the great bridge across the Potomac: in the 
dock-yard, a frigate nearly ready to be launched, and sloop of 
war, were consumed. The two bridges leading to '\Vashing. 
ton over the Eastern Branch had been destroyed by the ene. 
my, who apprehended an attack from that quarter. The ob. 
ject of the expedition having been accomplished, I determin­
ed, before any greater force of the enemy could be assembled, 
to withdraw the troops, and accordingly commenced retiring 
on the night of the 25th. On the evening of the 29th we 
reached Benedict, and re-embarked the following day. In the 
performance of the operation I have detailed, it is with the 
utmost satisfaction I observe to your lordship, that cheerful. 
ness in undergoing fatigue, and anxiety for the accomplish­
ment of the object, were conspicuous in all ranks. 

To sir Alexander Cochrane my thanks are due, for his 
ready compliance with every wish connected with t,lle welfare 
of the troops, and the success of the expedition. 

To rear-admiral Cockburn, who suggested the attack up. 
on Washington, and who accompanied the army, I con~ss 
the greatest obligation for his cordial co-operation and ad. 
vice.' 

Colonel Thornton, who led the attack, is entitled to every 
praise for the. noble example he set, which was so well fol. 
lowed by lieutenant-colond Wood and the 85th light infan­
try, and by major Jones, of the 4th foot, with the light com­
panies ~ttached to the light brigade. I have to express my 
approbation of the spirited conduct of colonel Brooke, and 
of his brigade; the 44th regiment, which he led, distiriguished 
itself under the command of lieutenant-colond Mullens; the 
gallantry of the 4th foot, under the command of major Faunce, 
being equally conspicuous. 
, TI~e ~xertions of ~aptain ~itchell, of the royal artillery, 
10 brmgmg the guns mto actton, were unremitting: to him, 
and. to the detachment under his comInand, including captain 
Deacon's,roc~et brigade~ and the m~rine rocket corps, I feel 
every oblIgation. Captam Lempriere, of the royal artillery, 
mounted a small qetachment of the artillery drivers which 
proved of great utility. ' 
~he assi,stance afforded by captain Blanchard, of the royal 

engmeers, m the duties of h.is department, was of great advan­
l'ilge• To the zealous e~ert1ons of captains Wainwriaht, Pal. 
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mer, and Money, of t~e ;oyal navy, and to those of the offi. 
cers and seamen who landed with them, the service. is highly 
indebted; the latter, captain Money, had charge of the sea­
men attached to the fnarine artillery. To captain M'Dougal, 
of the 85th foot, who acted as my aid-de-camp, captain Falls, 
and to the officers of mv staff, I feel much indebted. 

I must beg leave to' call your lordship's attention to the 
zeal and indefatigable exertions of lieutenant_Evans, actin~ 
deputy quarter-master-general. The intelligence displayed 
by that officer in circums~ances of considerable difficuhy, in­
duces me to hope he will meet with some distinguished mark 
of approbation. I have reason to be satisfied with the ?rrange­
mcnts of assistant-commissary-general Lawrence. 

An attack upon an enemy so strongly posted, could not be 
effected without loss. I have to lament that the wounds re­
ceived by colonel Thornton, and the other officers and sol­
diers left at Bladensburg, were such as prevented their re­
moval. / As many of the wounded as could be brought qff 
were removed, the others being left with medical care and 
attendants. The arrangements made by the staff surgeon, 
Baxter,' for their accommodation have been as satisfac'toryas 
circumstances would admit of. The agent for British prison­
ers of war, v1!fy fortunately residing at Bladensburg, I have 
recommended the woLinded officers and men to his particular 
attention, and trust to his heing able to effect their exchange 
when s'ufficiently recovered. 

Captain Smith, assistant-adjutant-general to the troops, 
who will have the honour to deliver this despatch, I beg leave 
to recommend to yonr lordship's protection, as an officer of 
much merit and great promise, and capable of affording any 
further information that may be requisite. 

Sanguine in hoping for the approbation of his royal high­
ness the prince regent, and of his majesty's government, as 
to th~ cond1,lct of the troops under my command, ~ have, &:c. 
(SIgned). " ROB. ROSS, 

.. 17.fajor-~eneral _ 

I beg leave to inclose herewith a return of the killed, 
wounded, and missing,' in the action of the ~4th instant, to­
gether with a statement of the ordnance, ammunition, and 
ordnance stores, taken from the enemy between the 16th and 
25th August; and likewise sketches of the scene of action 
and of the line of march. 
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Return of killed, wou.n¢ed, and missin~, of the tt:oops .untIer 
the command of major-general Ross, m the. actlon wlth the 
enemy, 011 the 24th AUg'U8t, 1 ~14, on the heIghts above Bla­
densburg. 

, Washington, August 25th, 1814. 
General staff-4 horses killed. 
Royal artillt:r\,-+ horses killed; 6 rank and file. 3 horses, 

wounc!:-d. . 
Hoyal marine, artillery-l rank and file killed; 1 serjeant, 

wounded. 
Royal sappers and miners-l serjeant, 1 rank and file, 

killed. 
Fourth regimt'llt-t lieutenant, .2 st'rjtants, 21 rank and 

file, 1 horse, kiiled; 5 lit:utenants, '2 ensigns, 6 seljeants, 50 
rank and filt-, wounded. 

Twenty-first regiment-2 rank and filt:', killed; t captain, 
1 lieutenant, 11 rank and file, w lunded. 

Fourtetnth regimt:nt-l serjeant, 13 rank and file, killed; 
35 rank and file, wOl!Dded. 

Second battalion royal marines-5 rank and file, killed; 
Eighty-fifth light infantry-l captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ser­

jeant, 12 rank and file, 1 hur~e, killed; 2 lieutenant-colonels, 
1 major, 8 lieutenants, 2 serjeants, 51 rank and filt', wounded. 

Colonial company-l rank and file, killed; 2 rank and file, 
wounded. 

Sixth West India regiment-t serjeant, wounded. 
Total-l captain, 2 lieutenants, 5 serjeants, 56 rank and 

file. 10 horses, killr-d; ~ lit'utenant-colonels, 1 major, 1 cap­
tain, 14 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 10 serjeants, 155 rank and file, 
8 horses, wounded. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 
Killed. 

Ninety-fifth light infantry-captain D. S. Hamilton, lieu­
tenant G. P. H. Codd. 

Fourth or king's own-lit'utenant Thomas Woodward. 
Wounded. 

Eighty-fifth light infamr}-,_olonel William Thornton,se­
verely (left at Bladensburg); lieutenant-colonel William 
Wood, severe1~' (left at Bladensburg); major &eorge Brown, 
severely (left at Blade::nshurg). 

Twenty-first fusilt:en;-captain H. Hernsie, severely (not 
dangerously) • 
. Fourth regIment-lieutenant E. P. Hopkins, severely; 

heutenant J. K. Mackenzie, slighdy; lieutenant J. Stavely, 
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severely (left at Bladensburg); lieutenant P. Boulby, and 
lieutenant F. Fidd, slightly. 

Twentv-first fusileers-lieutenant J. Grace, slightly. 
Eighty-.fifth regiment-lieutenant, William Williams, and 

lieutenant]. Burrel, s verely; lieutenant F. Maunsell, 
slightly; lieutenant G. F. G. O'Conner. and lieutenant F. 
Gascoyne, severely; lieutenant G. H. Gleig, slightly; lieute­
nant - Crouchlv, severelv. 

Fourth regime~t-ensigl; J Buchanan, severely (left at 
Bladensburg); ensign Wilham Heddock, severely. 

(Signed) , H. C. SMITH, 
Deputyassistant.adjlltant-general. 

Return of ordnance, ammunition, and ordnance stort's, taken 
from the enemy by the army under the command of Major­
General Robert Ross, between the 19th and 25th oj August, 
1814. . 

August t 9th. 
1 twenty-four-pounder cltrronade. 

August 22d. 
1 six-pounder field-gun, with carriage complete. 
156 stand of arms with cartouches, &tc. 

, August 24th, at Bladensburg. 
2 eighteen-pounders, 5 twelve-pounders, 3 six-pounders, 

with field carriages. 
A quantity of ammunition for the above. 
220 stand of arms. 

August 25th, at Washington. 
Brass-6 eighteen-pounders, mount','d on traversing plat­

forms; 5 twelve-pounders, 4 twelve-pollndas, 1 fil't: and half­
inch howitzer, 1 five and half.inch mortar. 

Iron-26 thirty-two. pounders, 36 twenty-four-pounders, 
36 eightet"n-pounders; 27 t~elve-pounders, 2 eighteen.pound­
ers, mounted on platforms; 19 twelve-pounders, on ship car­
riages; 3 thirteen-inch mortars, 2 eight-inch howitzers, 1 
forty-two-pounder gun, 5 thirty-two-pounder carronadt:s, 5 
eightt'en-poundt:r carronadt:s, 13 twelve-pounder guns, 2 
nine-pounder guns, 2 six-pounder guns~ 

Total amount of cannon taken-206. 
500 barrels of powder. 
100,000 rounds of musket.ball cartridge. 
40 barrels of fine grained powder. 
A large quantity of ammunition of different natures made 

up. - ' 
The navy-yard and arsenal having been set on fire by the 
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enemy before they retired, an immense quantity of stores of 
everv description was destroyed, of which no account could 
be taken; seven or leight very heavy explosions during the 
night denoted that there had been large magazines of powder. 

(Signed) , . . F. G. J: WILLIAMS, 
Lzeutenant royal artzllery, actmg quarter~ma8ter. 

J. MITCHELL, 
Captain,' commanding artillNy. 

N. B. The remains of near 20.000 stand of arms were 
discovered, which had heen destroyed by the enemy. 

Surrender of Alexandria. 

In Council, Septemher 7, 1814. 
Present-Thomas Herbert, president, John Gird. Andrew 

Fleming, Henry Nicholson. J. B. Patton, John Cohagen,J ames 
Millan, John Hunter, Reuben Johnston, H. I. Taylor, William 
Veitch, Anthony Rhodes. 

The following narrative of the occupation of this town by 
the enemy, and of the circumstances connected with that un· 
fortunate transaction, having been submitted to council and 
duly considered and examined, the council do unanimously 
concur therein, and it is thereupon ordered, that it be pub. 
lished in both of the papers printed in this town. 

THOMAS HERBERT, 
Presi',nt. 

ilt a meeting of the committee of vigilance, this 7th oj Sep­
tember, 1814. 

Present-Charles Simms, ma-'.'Or; Joseph Dean, Mathew 
Robinson, Jonah Thompson, William Herbert, Thomas 
Vowell, Edmund I. Lee. 

The following narrative of the occupation of the town of 
Alexandria by the British squadron, was submitted to the 
committee, who, upon examining the same, unanimously 
concur in it. 

Thomas Vowell, Secretary. 

CHAHLES SIMMS, 
Chairm6ll. 

, 
A respect for the opinions of others. and a due regard for 

the character of the citizens of Alexandria have induced the 
m~njcipal authorities of the town to exhibit to the public a 
faIthful narrative of the occ.upation of Alexandria by the Bri-
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tish squadron under the command of captain Gordon, toge':' 
ther with the causes whi_ch led to that distressing event. 

To those who are unacquainted with the situation and con­
dition of Alexandria in regard to its means of defence, it will 
be proper to state, that it is situate in the district of Colum­
bia, upon the west bank of the river Potomac, about six miles 
below the city of Washington; the. depth of water admitting 
large frigates to come to the very whan'es of the town. 

It is totally destitute of fortifications of any kind, and its 
protection against invasion by water depended entirely upon 
a fort about six miles below the town, commonly known by 
the name of Fort Warburton, which was exclusively under 
the controul of the government of the United States. 

About the month of July last, it was announced that gene .. 
ral Winder was appointed to the command of the tenth mili­
tary district of the United States, comprehending the district 
of Columbia and a portion of the adj~ining states of Virgi­
nia and Maryland, including the city of Baltimore. 

In consequence of reports that the enemy contemplated an 
attack upon-the city of Washington, the municipal authority 
of Alexandria thought it advisable to appoint a committee of 
vigilance for the purpose of procuring information of the ap­
proaches of the enemy, and obtaining assistance and advice 
as to the measures which it might be proper to pursue for 
protection and defence. As soon as this committee was ap­
pointed, they caused representations to be made to general 
Winder of the defenceless condition of the town, and ear­
nestlv entreated that some measures should be taken for its 
protection. General \Vinder was called on, because it had 
been distinctly understood that the se~retary of war would 
receive our communications through this channel only. From 
general Wi'lder every assurance was m!\rle that could have 
been wished, that every thing in his power should be done 
for the protection of the town. His means however Were ve­
ry inconsiderable-he had no money to expend in fortifica­
tions, or even in the erection of batteries; and unless some de­
fence of this sort could he obtained, the town would be ex­
posed to the mercy of the enemy, if he should approach by 
water and'should succeed in passing the fort. The committee 
or..vigilance was duly impressed with the necessity of pro. 
viding some adequate defence against an attack by water, 
and some of its members, -under the authority of the com­
mittee, had repeated interviews with general Winder on this 
subject; in one of them, the president of the United States 

VOl,. lV. . [U1 
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was present, and he was distinctly given to understand, that 
unless th~re was provided an adequate defence for the towD, 
it would be at the mercy of the enemy, and would be com­
pdled to make the best terms in its power. These represen­
tations and requests produced no other effect then the repe­
tition of the assurance of an earnest desire on the part of ge­
nc:ral Winder to afford every assistance in' his power. 

On the 19th of August, a levy en masse was made of the 
militia 'of the town and county of Alexandria, and on the 
20th and ~lst, they were ordered to cross the Potomac, and 
stationed between Piscataway and Fort Warburton. They 
t-ook with them all the artillery which had been mounted at 
the expense of the corporation, except two twelve-pounders, 
which were left without ammunition, and nearly all the arms 
bdonging to the town. They left no men but the exempts 
from age and other causes, and a few who had not reported 
themselves or had found substitutes; and it is not believed 
that, after their departure, one hundred effective armed men 
could have been mustered in the town. The two iron twelve­
pound rs remai~ed until the 25th, when, Alexandria being 
open to the enemy, then in full possession of Washington, 
they were removed at some distance from the town, by or­
ders receivc::d from general Young. 

On the night of the 24th, the Alexandria militia were or­
dered to recross the Potomac: they did so, and were march­
ed thr-ough town without halting, to the country, and with­
out giving information to the authorities or inhabitants of the 
place of their destination, and on the evening of the 27th, 
w hen the fleet approached, the municipal authorities of the town 
knew not where they were. It has since appeared that they 
were then stationed about nineteen miles from the town, by 
the orders of general Winder. It is here proper t:) state that 
general Winder, on the morning of the 24th, informed the 
committee of vigilance, ~who waited on him, that he could 
send no part of the forces with him to Alexandria; but that 
he had ordered general Young to cross over to Alexandria, 
if practicable, if not, to fall down the river. The committee 
of vigilance, on receiving this information, sent boats over to 
the ~1aryland shore su~cient in number to bring over the 
whole ot general Young s force at once; but when the boats 
reached him, he had received orders from the secretary of 
':':lr to retain his position, as general Young in a c.ommunica­
tlon to the mayor stated. 
~he commi" tee of vigilance, despairing of obtaining any 

aSslStance from the gen:ral government, and having infor-



OFli'ICIAL DOCUMENTS. (155 

mation of the rapid approach of the enemy towards the capi~ 
tal by land, and that their squadron was approaching Alex­
andria by water, deemed it their duty to recommend to the 
common council a resolution to the followiri g effect: 

"That in case the British vessels should pass the fort, or 
their forces approach the town by land, and there should be 
no sufficient force op our part to oppose them, with ao" rea­
sonable prospect of success, they should appoint a committee 
to carry a flag to the officer commanding the enemy's force 
about to attack the town, and to, procure the best terms for 
the safety of persons, houses, and property in their power." 

This recommendation was made on the day of the battle 
at Bladensburg, and on the same day was unanimously adopt­
ed by the common council. 

The battle of Bladensburg having terminated in the de­
feat of our troops, and general Winder having been obliged 
to retreat from the capital towards Montgomery court-house, 
about fifteen miles to the west of it, the city of Washingto~ was 
left in the entire possession of the enemy. The citizens of 
Alexandria saw nothing to impede the march of the British 
to their town-saw nothing to re~tr~in them from commit­
ting the most brutal outrages upon the female portion of so­
ciety, having neither arms nor men to make defence with; 
the president of the United States and the ,heads of the depart­
ments were absent, and it was not known where they were 
to be found; no military commander or officer of the gene­
ral government was preserit.to direct or advise. 

In this state of things it was considered by the common 
council as their duty to send a flag to the British commander, 
to know what treatment might be expected from him in case 
his troops should approach Alexand'ria, and should su~ceed 
in obtaining possession of the town. Admiral Cockburn, to, 
whom the communication was made, assured the very re­
spectable gentlemen who bore the flag, that private property 
of all description shQ.uld be respected; that it was probable 
that fresh provisions and some flour might be wanted, but 
that whatever they did take should be paid for. 

While these things were going on in the city of Washing­
ton, the British squadron had been gradually ascending the 
Potomac, and on the 27th of August, three daYi after the bat­
tle at Bladensburg, it re:!ched fort W arburton. No change 
had taken place in relation to the means of the defence of 
the town of Alexandria. Upon the fort did the safety of 
Alexandria now entirely depend. The citizens looked with 
great anxiety to this point for protection. But, to their great 
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surprise and morti fication, and without the concurrence or 
wish of the municipal authority of the town or qf any mem­
ber of it, the fort was abandoned and th.e maga~ine blown lip 
by the United States' garrison on the evening of the 27th, 
without firing a single gun. -

This rt'linquishment of the fort decided the fate of Alex­
andria. Nothing was left to oppose the progress of the squad­
ron, and on the morning of the 28th it passed the ruins of 

_ the fort on its way to tOWll; their barges had sounded a con­
siderable distance above. About ten o'clock of the morning 
of the 28th, after the squadron was above the fort, the com­
mittee appointed by the council to bear the flag to the enemy 
in case they should pass the fort, set out upon their mission, 
and proceeded to the ship commanded by captain Gordon. 
They requested to know what his intentions were in regard to 
the town of Alexandria. They were informed by captain Gor­
don that he would communicate his terms when he came op­
posite the town. But he assured them, that, in the mean time, 
if the squadron was not molested by the inhabitants, the per­
sons, houses, and furniture of the citizens should not be in­
jured. One of the gentlemen who attended the flag was the 
mayor. Upon his return from the squadron, he was informed 
that a small detachment of cavalry from the army of gene­
ral Hungerford had been in town, probably for the purpose 
of reconnoitering the enemy; that it had remained but a short 
time. Upon inquiry it was understood that the army of ge­
neral Hungerford was at that time about sixteen miles from 
Alexandria, on its march to that place, having followed the 
British squadron along the shores of Potomac a great part 
of its way up. The force of general Hungerford was com­
posed of infantry and cavalry, with two or three small pieces 
of artillery, not calculated to afford any protection to the 
town. 
T~ municipal authority of the town had received no ad. 

vices of the approach of this army j and after the return of 
the flag, it was too late to tntel' into any arrangements with 
general Hungerford for defence-he was too distant to af­
ford rdief. 

The squadron having suspended its approach to the town, 
did not reach it until the e~ening of this daVe On the morn­
ing of the next day, to wit, the 29th of August it arral1O'ed 
. ' , 0 
Itself along the town, so as to command it from.one extre-
m.ity to the other. Th,e force consisted of two frigates, to 
Wit, the Seahorse. ratlOg 38 guns, and Euryalus, rating 36 
guns, two rocket-ships, of 18'guns each, two bomb-ships1 of 

/ 
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8 guns eacq, and a schooner of 2 guns, which were but .a few 
hundred yards from I the wharves, and the houses so _situa. 
ted that they might have been laid in ashes in a few minutes. 
About ten o'clock in the morning of the 29th, captain Gordon 
sent to the mayor the following terms: 

Gentlemen, -

His -Majesty's Ship Seahorlie, off Alexandria, 
the 29th day of August, 1814. 

in con&equence of a deputation yesterday rec.eived from 
the city of Alexandria, requesting favourable terms for the 
safety of their city, the und~rmentioned are the only condi­
tions in my power to offer. 

The town of Alexandria (with the exception of public 
works) shall not be destroyed, unless hostilities are commenc­
ed on the part of the Americans; nor shall the inhabitants be 
molested in any manner whatever, or their dwelling-houses 
entered, if the following articles are complied with. 

1st article. All naval and ordnance stores (public and pri­
vate) must be immediately delivered up. 

2d article. Possession will be immediately taken of all the 
shipping, and their furniture must be sent on board by the 
owners without delay. 

3d article. The vessels that have been sunk must be de­
livered up in the state they were in on the 19th of August, 
the day of the squadron passing the Kettle Bottoms. 

4th article. Mt:;rchandise of every description mU,st be in­
stantly delivered up; and, to prevent any irregularities that 
might be committed in its embarkation, the merchants have 
it in their option, to load the vessels generally employed for 
that purpose, when they will be towed off by us. 

5th article. All merchandise that has been removed from 
Alexandria since the 19th instant, is to be inc.luded in the 
above articles. 

6th article. Refreshments of every description to, be sup­
plied the ships and paid for at the market price, by bills on 
the British government. 

7tft article. Officers will be appointed to see that the 
articles Nos. 2, 3, 4, and S, are strictly complied with, and 
any deviation or non-compliance on the part of the inhabi­
tants of Alexandria will render this treatv null and void. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient 
humble servant, JAMES A. GORDON, 

Captain oj his majesty's ship Sea/zorse, and 
senior officer oj his majesty's ships before .Alexandria. 

To ,the council of the town of .It1exandria. " , 
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Upon the mayor's receiving them he sent for the members 
of the committee of \'igilance. These terms were borne by 
one of the officers of captain Gordon·s frigate, who stated 
but one hour was allowed him to wait for a reply to them. 
Upon their bt.-illg read b~' the mayor and the committee, it 
was observed to the officer bv tht.- ma\or and one of the com­
mittee, th·t it would be im,;ossible that the common council 
could accede to several of them; that the municipal authority 
of the town had no powtr to rc~cal the mtrchandise that had 
been stnt out subsequent to the 19th of August. The reply 
of the officer was, in that case it could not be expected. 

He was further intormed that it would not be in the power 
of the common council to compel the citizens to assist in 
getting up the sunken vessels. The officer answered that their 
sailors would then do it. He was required to explain what 
was intended bv the term merchandise, as used in the 4th 
article. Ht an·swered that it was intended to embrace that 
species of merchandise only which was intended for expor­
tation, such as tobacco, flour, cotton, bale-goods, &c. 

The mayor and one of the committee requested to know 
whether the commodore intended to require a delivery of 
any more of the mtrchandise than he could take away witb 
him. He answered it would not be required. This explanation 
was afterwards recognized LJy captain Gordon. With these 
verbal explanations the precening terms were submitted to 
the common council. It will be here proper to remark, that 
when thtse terms wt're proposed and submitted to the com­
mon ·council, general Hungerford· had not arrived with his 
army, nor did it reach the suburbs of the town until the night 
of that «ay.-The town was still without any means of de­
fence, and it was evident that no deft nc.e could avail. but that 
species of force which would be calculated to drive the ships 
from their mooring. No communication had been received 
from the officers of the general government, and the town 
appeared to be abandoned to its fate. Under these circum­
stances the common counc.il could have no hesitation as to 
the course to be pursued. The citizens of the town of all 
~escriptions, with an immense value of property were en­
tIrely In the power of the enem\', whose naval commander, 
according to the proclamation or" the president of the United 
States, dated on the first of September, has declared his 
"purpose to be, to emplo\ the force under his direction in 
destroying and la~ ing waste slIch low IlS ~tnd districts upon 
the coast as may be found assailable." A similar declaration 
had been made by captain Gordon to the committee who 
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bore the Bag. Against tAe attack of such an enemy was the 
town of Alexandria without .tOY means of defence whatever. 
The people of the town were a~ his .:ne~cy, and co~pelled to 
yield to such terms as the h vIctor mIght prescribe. If the 
members of the municipal authority and citizens of the town 
had given loose to the it-dings of indignation which the occa­
sion had elC.ciled, and had sacrifiLed the town, and had ex­
posed their wives and daughters to the wanLOn insults of an 
unrestrained enemy, they would have betr.ayed their trusts 
and have deplort:d the consequences. 

The common council therefore were oWiged to yield sub­
mission to the terms as explained, and did thereup'on pass 
and publish the following resolution: . 

"Resolved, That the common counc-il of Alexandria, in as .. 
senting to the conditions offered by ,he comm~oder of the 
British squadron now off the town, has acted from the im­
pulse of irresistible necessity, and solely from the regard 
to the welfa. e of the town. That it considers the assent by 
it given as only formal, inasmuch as the enemy already had' 
it in their power to enforce a compliance with the de­
mand by a seizure of the property required from us; and: 
believing the safety of the persons of the inhabitants, of 
their dwellings, and of such property as is not compre­
hended w:ithin the requisition, to depend t:ntirely upon the 
observance of the t<::rms of it, the common council reCom­
mends to the inhabitants an acquiescence: at the same time 
it does expressly disclaim tht: power of doing any act on 
its part to enforce comphance; Its authority in this particular 
being limited to rewm mt:ndation only." 

In the execution of the ,terms Imposed by the enemy it 
is proper to state that the verbal. explanations made by the 
officer to the mayor were generally adhered to. No mer­
chandise was required to be brought back to the town; 110 

assistance was required of or offt'fcd by the citizens in get­
ting up tht: sunken vl:ssds. Tht: depredations of the enemy, ' 
with a few exceptions, were confined to fluur, cotton, and to­
bacco, which they carried off in some Qf the .vessels then at 
the town; only one vessel was bur,m; no private dwelling was 
visited or entered in a. rude or hos dle manner, nor were citi­
zens personally exposed to. insult. 

'1 he loss suslalned fwm the enemy it is believed will not 
e.xceed the following:-.thrt:e ships, threebl:igs, several bay and 
river craft, the number of which has not been ascertained; 
all of which were carried away, and one ship burnt. The 
quantity of Hour carried away it is believed willnot exceed. 
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sixteen thousand barrels-about one -thousand hogsheads to­
bacco' one hundred and fifty bales of cot~n; and of wine, 

I ' h sugar, and other articles, not more than five t ousand dollars 
worth. 

His Majesty's Ship Tonnant Chesapeakr, 
Sir, September 12th, 1814·. 

In my despatch of the 2d instant, recounting the success 
of our expedition against Washington, I acquainted you, for 
the information of my lords commissioners of the admiralty, 
that the winds had been unf.lvourable for the return of the 
ships which had been dttached up the Potomac, under cap­
tain J. A. Gordon, of the Seahorse, to co-operate against the 
capitol; but that I had heard of their having accomplished 
the destruction of Fort 'Vashington. I have now the honour 
110t only to confirm this report. but to transmit, for their lord­
ships' information, a copy of captain Gordon's detail of his 
proceedings, in which his further success has, exceeded my 
most sanguine expectations; having forced the populous city 
of Alexandria to capitulate, and having brought down the 
river in triumph, though a series of obstacles and determined 
opposition, a fleet of 21 enemy's vessels. The difficulties 
which presented themselves to these ships in ascending the 
river, impeded by shoals and contrary winds, and the increas­
ed obstacles \\ hich the enemy had prepared against their re­
turn, with a confident hope of obstructing their descent, were 
only to be overcome by the most indefatigable exertions .. 

I trust, therefore, that the resolution and gallantry display­
ed by everyone employed upon this service, which deserve 
my warmest ~plause, will be further honoured by the ap­
probation of their lordships. 

I ha\'e the honour to be, ~c. 
ALEX. COCHRANE, 

rice-admiral, commander in chief. 

Sir, . Seahorse, Cheslf:/Jeake, September 9th, 1814. 
In obedIence to your orders, I proceeded into the river 

Potomac, with the ships named in the margin*, on the 17th 
of last month; but from being without pilots to assist us 
through that difficult part of the river called the Kettle Bot­
toms, and from contrary winds. we were unable to reach 
Fort Washington until the evening of the 27th; nor was 

. • Seahorse, Euryalus, Devastation, lEtna, Meteot' Erebus, Anna :!\fa-
rIa despatch b O:lt. ' 
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this effected but by the severest labour. I belie've each of the 
ships was not less than 20 different times aground, and each 
time we were obliged to haul off by main strength, and we were 
employed warping for five whole successive days, with the 
exception of a, few hours, a distance of more than fifty miles. 

The bomb-ships were placed on the !vening of the 27th, 
and immediately began the bombardment of the fort, it be­
ing my intention to attack it with the frigates at daylight the 
following morning. On the bursting of the first shell, the 
garrison were observed to retreat; but supposing some con­
cealed dl;sign, I directed the fire to be continued. At eight 
o'clock, however, my doubts were removed by the explosioIt 
of the powder magazine, which destroyed the inner buildings, 
and at daylight OD' the 28th we took possession. Besides the 
principal fort, which co~tained two 52-pounders, two 32-poun­
ders, and eight 24-pounders, there 'Was a battery on the beach 
of five 18-pounders, a martello tower, with two 12-pounders 
and loop holes for musketry, and a battery in the rear of two 
12 and six 6.pound field-pieces. The whole of these guns 
were already spiked by the enemy, and their complete des­
truction, with their carriages also, was effected by the sea­
men and marines sent on that service, in less than t.wo hours. 
The populous city of Alexandria thus lost its only defence; 
and, having buoyed the channel, I deemed it better to post­
pone giving any answer to a proposal made to me for its ca­
pituhition until the following morning, when I was enabled 
to place the shipping in liuch a position as would insure as­
sent to the terms I had decided to enforce. 

To this measure I attribute thei." ready acquiescence, as it 
removed that doubt of my determination to proceed, which 
had been raised in the minds of the inhabitants, by our army 
having retired from Washington; this part of our proceed­
ings will be further explained by the accompanying docu-
ments. , 

The honourable lieutenant Gordon, of this ship, was sent 
on the evening of the 28th, to prevent the escape of any of 
the vessels comprised in the capitulation, and the whole ef 
those which were seaworthy, amounting to 21 in number, 
were fitteti and loaded by the 31 st. 

Captain Baker, -of tht: Fairy, bringing your orders of the 
26th, having fought his way up the river past a battery of 
five guns, and a large military force, confirmed the rumours, 
which had already reached me, of strong measures ,paving 
been taken to oppose our return, and I therefore. quitted AI· 

VOL. IV.· rX] 
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exandria without waiting to destroy those remaining stores 
which we had not the means of bringing away, 

Contrary wi~ds again occasi.oned .us th~ laborious task of 
warping the shIps down the rIver, In whIch a day's delay 
took place, owing (f> the Devast3tion grounding. The enemy 
took advantage of this circumstance to attempt her destruc­
tion, by three fire-vessels, attended by five boats; but their 
object was defeated by the prompti.tude.and gallantry of cap­
tain Alexander, who pushed off wlth hIs own boats, and be­
ing followed by those of the other ships, chased the boats of 
the enemy up to the town of Alexandria. The cool and 
steady conduct of Mr. John Moore, midshipman of the Sea­
horse, in towing the nearest fire-vessel on shore whilst the 
others were removed from the power of doing mischief by 
the smaller boats of the Devastation, entitles him to my 
highest commendation~ 

The Meteor and the Fairy, assisted by the Anna Maria 
despatch boat, belonging to the Euryalus, with a howitzer, 
had greatly impeded the progress of the enemy in their 
works; notwithstanding which, they were enabled to increase 
their battery to eleven guns, with a furnace for heating shot. 
On the third, the wind coming to the N. W. the Etna and 
the Erebus succeeded in getting down to thei.r assistance, and 
the whole of us, with the prizes, were assembled there on 
the fourth, except the Devastation, which, in spite of our ut­
most exertion in warping her, still remained five miles high­
er up the river. This was the moment when the enemy made 
his greatest efforts to effect our destruction. 

The Erebus being judiciously placed by captain Bartho. 
lomew, in admirable position for harassing the workmen 
employed in the trenches, was attacked bv three field-pieces 
which did her considerable damage befor~ they were beaten 
o.ff. AI?d ~mother attempt being made to destroy the Devasta­
tIOn with fire-vessels, I sent the boatS under captain Baker 
to her assistance; nothing could exceed the alacritv with 
which captain Baker went on this' service; to which i attJi­
bute the immediate retreat of the boats and fire-vessels. His 
loss, however, was considerable, owing to their having 
sought refuge under some guns in a narrow c;eek thickly 
wooded, from which it was impossible for him to 'dislodge 
them. 

On the 5th, at noon, the wind coming fair and all m,· ar­
I'arfgements bting made, the Seahorse and E~rvalus an~hor- . 
e~ within ~h')rt musket-shot of the batteries while the whole 
ot: tAe priz, s passed betwi:it us and the shoai; the bombs, the 
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Fairy, and Erebus, firing-as they passed, and afterwards au­
choring in a favourable posi'tion for facilitating, by means of 
their fQrce, ~he further removal of the frigates. At three, 
P. M., having completely silenced the enemy's fire, the Sea­
horse and Euryalus cut their cables t and the whole of us pro­
ceed.ed to the next position taken up by the troops, where 
they had two batteries, mouriting from. fourteen to eighteell 
guns,pn a range of. cliffs of about a mile extent, under ~hich 
we were of necessity obliged to pass very close. I dId not 

. intend to make the attack that evening, but the Erebus 
grounding within range, we were necessarily called into ac­
tion. On this occasion the fil"e of the Fairy had the most de­
cisive effect, as well as that of the Erebus, while the homhs 
threw their shells with excellent precision~ and the guns of 
the batteries thereby completely silenced by about eight 
~~~ L 

At daylight on the 6th I made signal to weigh-' and so 
satisfied were the whole of the parties opposed to us of th~ir . 
oppositi,on being ineffectual, that they allowed us to pass 
without further molestation. I cannot close this detail of ope­
rations, comprising a period of twenty-three days, without 
begging leave to call your attention to the singular exertion 
of those whom I had 'the honol,lr to command, by which our 
success was effected. Our hammocks were down only two 
nights during the whole time; the many laborious dutils 
which we had to perform were executed with cheerfulness, 
whic.h I shall ever remember with pride, and which will in­
sure I hope, to the whole of the detachments, your favoura­
ble estimation of their extraordinary zeal and abilities. 

To captain Napier lowe more obligations than I have words 
to express. The Euryalus lost her bowsprit, the head of 
her foremast, and the heads of all her topmasts, in a torna­
do which she encountered on the 25th, just as her sails were 
clued up, whilst we were passing the Hats of Maryland point, 
and yet after twelve hours work on her refittal she was again 
under way and advancing up the river. Captain Napier 
speaks highly of the conduct of lieutenant Thomas Herbert, 
on this as well as on every other of the many trying oC'ca­
sions which called his abilities into action. His exertions 
were also particularly conspicuous in the prizes, many of 
which, already sunk by the enemy, were weighed, ~asted, 
hove down, caulked, rigged, an'd loaded by our little squad­
ron, during the three days which we r,emained at Alexandria. 

It is difficult to distinguish amongst officers who had a· 
greater share of duty than often falls to the lot of any, and 
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which each performed with the greatest credit to his profes­
sional character. I cannot omit to recommend to your notice 
the meritorious conduct of captains Alexander, Bartholo­
mew, Baker, and Kenah, the latter of whom led us through 
many of the difficulties 9f the navigation; and particula.rly 
to captain Hoberts of the Meteor, who, besides undergoIng 
the fatigues of the day, employed the night in com!ng the 
distance of tl::n miles to communicate and consult with me 
upon our further operations preparatory to our passing the 
batteries. 

So universally good was the conduct of all the officers, sea­
men, and marines of the detachment, I cannot particularize 
with justice to them; but lowe it to the long tried experi. 
ence I have had of Mr. Henry King, first lieutenant of the 
Seahorse, to point out to you, that such was his eagerl!ess to 
tak~ the part to which his abilities would have directed him 
(In 'this occasion, that he even came out of a sick bed to com· 
m-and aL his quarters, whilst the ship was passing the batte­
)'ies*; nor can I ever forget how materially the service is in­
debted to Mr. A. Loubain the master, for both finding and 
buoying the channel of a navigation, which no ship of simi. 
lar draa of water had ever before passed with their guns and 
stores on boad, and which accordmg to a report of a sea­
man now In the ship, was not a<..Complished by the President 
A~erican frigate, even after taking her guns out, under a 
penod of 42 days. 

Inclosed is a list of killed and wounded, and also of the 
vessels uptured. , 

I have the honour to be, &:c. 
J A)'IES A. GORDON, 

. Captain' 
To szr Alexander Cochrane,- commander in chief, &c. 

Return of killed and wounded on board his majesty's ships 
employed in the Potomac river between September 1 and 
0, ] 814. 

(Signed) 
Total-7 killed; 35 wounded. 

JAMES A. GORDON, 
Captain. 

II> The first two guns, pointed by lieutenant King, disabled each a gun 
of the enemy, 
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Copy oJ a letter from Captain Porter to the Secretary of the 
Navy, dated Washin$ton, September 7, 1814. 

Sir, 
Agreeable to your orders of' the 31 st ultimo, I proceeded 

with the detachment of sailors and marines under my com­
mand to the White HOllse, on the west bank of the Potomac, . 
there to erect batteries and attempt the destruction of the ene­
my's ships on their passage down the river. Captain Creigh­
ton, lieutenant Clack;and sever~l other nav\' officers, as well 
as Mr. Augustus Mon'roe, Mr. Ferdinand Fairfax, and se­
veral other citizens and officers of the militia and volunteer 
companies, hearing of my destination, volunteered their ser­
vices on the occasion, and ably supported me through the ar­
duous and fatiguing enterprise. By preceding my men, I ar­

,rived in company with the honourable secretary of state, and 
generals Hungerford and Young, on the evening of the first 
instant at the spot fixed on, where I found a few militia be­
longing to general Hungerford's army, clearing away the'trees 
to make room for mounting our cannon, which had not yet 
arrived, but which had been seen on their way down, con­
sisting of three long eighteens and two twelves. Generals 
Hungerford and Young had received orders to co-operate 
with me, to detach men on my requisition, and make such 
disposition of their forces as would effectually protect me in 
the ,rear, in the event of the enemy's landing; the positions 
they were to occupy were also allotted to them by mutual 
agreement, w~en the enemy should attempt to pass, as it was 
beiieved that, coocealed by the thick woods on the high bank, 
they would be enabled to clear the enemy's decks with their 

I musketry, and in a great measure divert his fire from our 
battery. At the moment of my arrival, one of the enemy's 
vessels of war, a brig of eighteen guns, was seen coming up. 
General Hungerford and his men took their position in the 
woods; and two small four-pounders that instant arriving, I 
caused them to be plant~d on the edge of the bank, and on 
the enemy arriving abreast of us we opened a brisk fire on 
him; having a fine breeze he was enabled to pass us, but 
could fire only one broadside as he crossed the fire of our 
field-pieces and musketry; the militia continued following him 
up along the bank and greatly annoyed him by their well-di­
rected fire. In this affair we had only one man wounded, ahd 
we believed our elevated position rendered breast-works use­
less, as it was remarked that none but the enemy's grape passed 
over us, his round shot went into the bank below. No men' 
could have shown more zeal on the occasion than those com-

I 
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posingthe ar~y,. and if they committed any errors w~ich g~"e 
rise to confusIOn. they proceedt'd from an over desIre to m· 
jure the enem,'. Of the conduct of the sailors and marines, 
I dt>('m it unnecessary to ·say an\' thing;-their conduct on 
all sllch occasions has ever been uniform. The evening of our 
arrival two eighteen-pounders reached our position, and nex~ 
morning one of the enemy's bomb-ships and two barges, one 
carrying a long two-and-thirt~·, the other a mortar, com­
menced their I)p~ralions upon us, the first throwing shells in 
front, beyond tht' reach of our shot; the other flanking us 
on out right; several shells fell near and burst over our bat­
tery, and although the firing lasted all d~l\', withmtt intermis- . 
sian, it had no other dfect than to accustom the militia to the 
danger. In the aft<;<rnoon I took an eighteen-pounder to a more 
advanced point, about a mile distant. and commenced a fire 
on the bomb-ship, which did so much execution us to draw' 
on,me the fire of all their vessds, including a schooner and 
an eighteen gun brig which had dropped down that day. On 
the third, the enemy was reinforced from above by another 
bomb-ship and a sloop of war fitted up as a rocket-ship. The 
latter anchoring within reach of our battery, we were enable~ 
to play on ht'r with great effect, and compelled her to change 
her position. All this day and the. succeeding night the ene­
my kept up a brisk fire on us of Ihot, shells, and rockets. In 
the course of the day their prizes from Alexandria anchored 
above them, and out of the reach of ollr cannon. The work 
of our battery went on; five light field-pieces, from four to 
six-pounders, arrived and were planted, ~nd we had e"ery 
hope of soon receiving some long thirty-twa-pounders from 
Washington; we built a furnace for hot shot, and time ol!ly 
appeared·necessary to make ourselves formidable. The whole 
of the fourth and fifth, an'· incessant fire was kept up by the 
enemy night and day. He had once attempted landing at 
night, it is supposed with an intention of spiking the guns of 
our battery, but was repulsed by the picket guard. My former 
plan of annoyiI?g him by advancin~ guns was adapted to bet­
ter effect than before. The rocket-ship lying dose in shore, 
was much cut up by a twelve-pounder and two sixes carried 
to a point; scarcely a shot missed his hull, and for one hour 
we drew to this point the fire of all the enemy's force. The 
cool indifference of my sailors to the danger to which they 
were .expo~ed was ver\, remarkahle, and the intrepidity of 
captaIn GTlffith, of the Alexandria artillery, his officers and 
men, merit the highest eulogiums. They fought their six­
pounders until their ammunition was expended, and coolly 
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retired with their gUDS, when ordered to do so, under a shower I 
of the enemy's shot. 

. We now, as if by mutual co,.sent, cease~ aU hostilities. 
Some thirty-two-pounders arrived. Carpenters were employ­
ed to make carriages. Two mortars, a largt" quantity of am­
munition, and an abundance of shot and sht-lls reached US; 

two barges were equipped, and even' tiling promised that 
we should speedily be put in a proper state for annoying the 
enemy. In,the evening two fri-gates anchored alone aboveus, 
making his whole force, 

Two frigates, carrying 
Three bomb-ships, 
One sloop of war fitted as a rocket-ship, 
One brig, 
One schooner, 
Two barges, 

Total, 

'Guns. 
96 
SO 
26 
18 
1 
2 

173 

The guns mounted in the bat~ery were three eighteen­
pounders, two twelve-pounders, six nine-pounders, and two 
fours. My two mortars were without carriages, as were all 
my thirty-two's; for notwithstanding every effort was made 
by the government at Washington to have them made there, 
and by myself on the spot, they could not be completed in 
time. 

On the morning, of the sixth the e~emy shewed a disposi­
tion to move. I advised general Hungerford of the same, and 
prepared to meet them with hot shot. About twelve o'clock 
the two frigates got under w~, .vith a fair wind and tide, and 
stood down for us. The rocket-sloop, bomb-vessels, brig, 
schooner, and prizes following in succession, the gun-boats 
endeavouring to flank us on our right. I immediately des­
patched an officer to general Hungerford, to request him to 
take the position agreed upon in the woods on the heights; 
but from the distance of his camp and the quick approach of 
the enemy, he was unable to march before the firing com­
menced, and, after that period, it was almost impossible, as 
I have understood, from the vast quantities of shof, shells, 
and.rockets which were showered over the hills and fell among 
his troops. . 

As the enemy approached, a well-directed fire was, kept up 
from the battery with hot and cold shot, and my brave offi­
cers and men stood the broadsides of the ships with unparal-
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Ieled firmness. .I anxiously expected the militia, would open 
their fire of musketrv, but was disappointed; the cause was 
not e~plained until after t~e firing Leased., Finding that the 
whole of the enemv's fire was directed at mv force, and that 
in a few minutes. ail his, force would be bro~ght to· bear on 
me, and (entertaining no hopes of preventing his passing) as 
some of my men had already been killed .and wounded, I de­
termined not to make an us'eless sacrifice; and when the ene­
my was on the point of anchoring abreast the battery,. after 
sustaining his fire one hour and a quarter, I directed the offi­
cers and men to retire behind a hill on our left, and be in 
readiness to charge the enemy, if he sho~ld land to spike our 
guns. The two frigates anchored abreast, the bombs, sloops, 
and smaller vessels passed outside them, all pouring into the 
battery and neighbouring woods a tremenduous fire of every 
description of missive. In the woods on the left, a company 
of riflemen from Jefferson county, Virginia, under captain 
George W. Humphreys, greatly distinguished themselves by 
a well-directed fire on the enemy's decks, as did a company 
of militia under the command of captain Gena, who was post­
ed by me on the right. The first lost one man killed, and one. 
serjeant and four privates wounded; the latter, two privates 
killed. The company of artillery which so much distinguish­
ed itself on a former occasion, behaved with no less gallantry 
to-day; and it affords me much pleasure to observe, that the 
militia who came under my immediate notice, and were at­
tached to my command, voluntarily or otherwise, conducted 
themselves in a manner which reflects on them and their coun­
try the highest honour. Many before the battle requested to 
be posted near me; and there was no instance where one of­
fered to retire until I gaue the order to retire-and it was 
not necessary to repeat the order to rally. Captain Grayson 
of the marines is a brave and zeal~U!; officer-he had volun­
teered to come with his detachment under me at Baltimore. 
Those veterans who so much distinguished themselves under 
their gallant though unfortunate commander at Bladensburg, 
were all willing to try another battle-they have been again 
unsuccessful, but no less courageous: two of them have 
fallen. 

C~-:,tain Spencer of the Unit~d States' artillery, late se­
cOild m command at Fort Washmgton, ancI now in command 
of the officers and men stationed there, were attached to my 
comma~d b the war department-they have given the most 
unquest,lOnable proof that it was not want of courage on their 
part which caused the destruction of that fort. Captain Spen-
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cey, his officers and men merit the attention of their country, 
and have incurred my esteem-three of them were killed. The 
remnant of the crew of the Essex be'haved as usual. Lieute­
nant Barnwell received on this d~ his third wound. Doctor 
Hoffman was alsl) wounded in the head. To particularise the 
good conduct of each individual placed under my orders would 
swell too much the bulk of this letter. Several lieutenants and 
midshipmen of the navy, as well as many young gentlemen of . 
the neighbourhood, volunteered to serve under my order and 
near my person-they all conducted themselves with great 
courage, and made themselves of great utility before and 
during the battle, and I shall take an opportunity of making 
you more particularly acquainted with their names and me­
rits. After the bombs, gun-vessels, and prizes had all pass­
ed, the frigate proceeded dow n and anchored abreast Indian 
Head, where a constant firing was kept up until after sunset; 
but I am fearful with little success on our part. 

The number we have had killed and wounded on this oc­
casion I cannot ascertain exactly. I am induced to believe, 
however, it does not exceed thirty, and when we consider the 
constant fire which has peen kept up by the ene11!y for the 

.. four days preceding tht:ir passage by the font, we should es­
teem ourselves very fortunate. His damage can never be 
known by us. Some of his ships were much crippled, and I 
should suppose his loss considerable. ~ 

I have understood, that in order to bring their guns 'to 
bear on our battery, they cut away the upper part of their 
ports, and took the inner trucks from their gun-carriages. 
When they had passed down, I sent a torpedo after them­
it was heard to explode about nine at night, but I have not 
learnt the effect it produced: _ 

I have the honour to be, with much respect, your obedient 
and humble servant, 

D. PORTER. 
Honourable William yonts, Secretary oj the Navy.-

Copy of a letter from Commodore Porter to' the Secretary oj 
; the Navy, dated Washington, September 9th. ' 
The inclosed note was sent to me by colonel Parker, and 

I beg that you will puhlish it along with my report. . 
I have the henour to be, with great respect, your obedient 

servant, 
D. PORTER. 

Hon. William Jones, S.cretary of the Navy. 
VOL. IV. fY] , 
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The note inclosed. 
The very moment information was received by colonel 

(;reen/and myself of the enemy's intention to. come down, 
the regiments wefe paradcad, mine being in front, and com­
menced their march. Fearing that unless the ground was 
previously marked out, there would be some difficulty in 
forming in the midst of so heavy a fire, I rode forward my­
self; went to the ground on the right of the battery which 
was to have been my station, found it occupied by some rifle­
men, &c.; then went to the left, ordered captain Janway's 
company to take their position, and waited myself for the 
regiment to come up. After some time the fire becoming ex­
eessively heavy, I found that the sailors and marines were 
7etreating from tht: fort, and st:eing commodore Porter 
~mong the last, I ran to him and asked if he had ordered it. 
He replied that he found it impossible to maintain the fort 
longer against so disproportioned a force. . 

I could mysdf proceed very little f~tiher, and found it not 
only more dangerous to retreat than remain, but quite im­
possible to rejoin the troops, who had, as I understand, con­
tinued to advance within 300 yards of the battery, until 
general Hungerford ordei-ed a retreat. 

The 11 th regiment was a second time ordered to advance 
obliquely to the right to cover the. battery, and did so advance 
until they came within view of the shipping, and were again 
retreated. 

The brigade of general You ng were in colonel Green's and 
my rear. 

R. E. P AHKER, 
Lieutenant-colonel, commanding 11 th regiment. 

C'Py of a letter from Brigadier-General Hungerford to the 
Secreta I y of War, dated Head-p<'uarters, Camp at the White 
House, September 6th, 1814. 

Sir, 
Yesterday evening about two o'clock the enemy's squadron 

di.~co~tinu~d the. b~mbardment which had been kept up, 
wllh httle tntermlsslon, for three days, weighed anchor - and 
stood down the river, commencing a hea\'y fire on th: bat­
tery, and across the neck of land through which the militia 
wer~ compellt:d to march to its assistance. The rifl~ com­
pa:lles ~nder captains Humphries, Tebbs, and Fields were 
unmedlatdy ordered down to the battery, which orders were 
promptly obeyed. I followed with colonel Parker's ~ment, 
and two detachments under cQlgnel's Green and Renno,leav-
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ing instructions with general Young to take a position be. 
tween us and a creek, which made up some distance bei'\ind, 
so as to prevent the enemy from falling on our rear, and to 
co-operate with us, if necessary, aa the battery. When I had 
proceeded with the advance to a point within three or four 
hundred yards of the river, the troops were halted until I 
could obtain accurate information of the precise situation of 
the enemy. About this time commodore Porter, as I under­
s~ood, finding our little battery insufficieQt to impede t,he 
progress of the. vessels, after having long gallantly defended 
it, and considering a longer contention with such a superior-

.. ity of metal a wanton sacrifice of blood, ordered the battery 
to be evacuated and his men to retire, which they did. The 
two largest of the enemy's vessels then anchored, one just 
above, and the other below the battery, and commenced a. 
most galling cross fire of round shot, g~ape, canister, &te. 
The troops which had heen previously ordered to shelter 
themselves from the fire of the enemy, it having become ex· 
tremely severe, were immediately formed -aud marched back 
to a place of comparative security. We had scarcely retire~ 
when information was brought that the enemy discovered a 
disposition to land, and aid was necessary to prevent their 
spiking our cannon. I again moved down· with the troops un­
der my command, colonel Dangerfield, with his regiment, 
being sent on before, and had proceeded to a valley within 
about fifty yards of the battery, when general Young and my­
self, who were following with the residue of the troops, were 
met by commodore Porter within three or fouT hundred 
yards of the river. He thought that it was unnecessary to 
expose the whole army, and advised that 200 men, which he 
thought sufficient for the purpose, should be sent down to 
protect the battery. All the troops were then ordered back, 
the detail made and sent down under the command of colonel 
Green, major Banks following with 200 men to aid them, if 
necessary. 

Permit me to say that it was impossible for men to have 
conducted themselves with more intrepidity than the militia 
on this occasion. Notwithstanding the dreadful cross fire of 
every species of missive, by the enemy, to which they were 
expo\ed, without a possibility of returning the fire (the most 
trying of all situations), not a man under my command offer. 
ed to move until an order to that effect was given; and thea 
it was done slowly and in order. I beg leave also to mel'!.­
tion the promptitude and alacrity with which the second or. 
<ler to march through a tremendous discharge of large shGt 
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and grape for the distance of about a ~ile, ~as i.m~ediately 
obeyed. Captain GtOrge W. Humphries, with ~IS Tl~e tom­
pany, was stationed just above the battery, and 18 ~n~ltled. to 
the highest commc:ndation, for the courage and activity \\'ltA 
which he fought. Captain Griffith, of Alexandria, was under 
the immediate direction of commodore Porter, who spoke of 
him in the highest terms of approb.ation. Captain Janer, of 
Essex was near the battery at the time of the. actIOn, with a 
fatigu; party of fifty or sixty men, and deserves,to be particu­
larly mentioned. Our whole loss was eleven killed, and se· 
venteen or eighte • ..:n wounded. 

1 have the honour to be, sir, vour most obedient servant, 
JOHN P. HUNGEHFOHD, 

Brigadier-general. 
The hon. James ]I/onroe, Secretary of War. 

Copy of a letter [rom Captain Perry to the Secretary ~ tnt 
Na!JY, dated Georgetown, September 9th, 1814. 

Sir, 
The battery under m~T direction at the Indian Head was of 

too small a calibre to make much impression on the enemy; 
as they descended the Potomac on the 5th instant~ A single.: 
eighteen-pounder, which arrived only thirty minutes before 
the firing began, ill supplied with ammunition, was the only 
gun that could be of much service. 

The field-pieces (six-pounders) under the direction of that 
excellent ofticer major Peter, of the Georgetown, and captain 
Birch, of the Washington ','olunteers, and captain Lewis, of 
general Steward's brigade, kept up a very spirited fire .. These 
officers, together with capt<lins Stull and Davidson, and their 
brave men, behaved in thl: handsomest manntr, and render­
ed all the assistance their limited means afforded. 

The ~mmllnition of the eighteen-pounder, and of several 
of the .sIXes, being exptnded, and tht: fire of the enemy from 
two frigates, two sloops of war, two bombs, one rocket-ship, 
and. stveral sm?J.ler V(!~st:ls, being very heavy, it was thought 
a~vlsable by I?t::neral ~tewart, majur Peter, and myself, to re­
tire a short dlst.a~ce In .the rear. This was done in good or­
der, aftersustalnlI1g theIr fire for more than an hour. Gene­
ral Ste~art and colonel Beall were much exposed during the 
whole bme o~ :h, cannonad:ng. It would be presumption in 
IJle to speak In commendation of those veterans.-I cannot, 
!:towever, avoid expressing my admiration of their conduct. 
The few seamen (of the Gue rriere) under the immediate 
command of lieutenant Head, of the Java, exhibited their 
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usual bravery. Indeed, in the whole of this affair, every offi­
cer and"man did his dut". Major Stewart of the '36th regi .. 
ment of I infantry was constantl~· with and rendered -all the 
assistance in his- power. ' - , 

The advantagt:911s situation we occupied prevented the 
enemy from· doing us much injury. Only one man was 
wounded. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

O. H. PERRY. 
Hon. TVilliam Jones, Secretary oftht NO!iJy. 

Copy of a letter from -Commodore Rodgers to the $ecretary of 
the Navy, dated Baltimore, September 9, 1814. \ 

Sir, ~ 

In pursuance of your instructions, I have to inform you, 
that on the third instant, I proceeded down the Potomac with 
three small fire vessels under the protection of four barges 
or cutters, manned with about sixty seamen, armed with 
muskets, destined against two of the enemy's frigates, and 
~ bomb-ship which lay about two and a half miles below Alex­
andria. 

At nine, A. M., in advance of the fire-vessels in my 
gig, finding no colollrs displayed at Alexandria, but a Swe­
dis h ensign on board a schooner-being near the wharves, 
I hailed and ordered the American flag to he hoisted; 
after seeing the flag hoisted, I directed the fire-vessels­
(which were comlucted by lieutenant Newcomb, lieutenant 
Forrest, and sailing-master Ramage) to proceed on to the 
objects of attack, and I have no doubt, would have succeed­
ed in destroying two at least of the enemy's ships, had not 
the wind failed them some time before, and particularly after 
they had reached the uppermost ship, within the range of 
musket shot. At this time perceiving the wh.ole of the ene­
my's barges in motion, I directed lieutenant Newcomb, who 

. commanded the van vessel, after giving her a 'proper direc­
tion, to set fire to her-and after MT. Harnage came up gave 
him the same orders; the vessel under ch~rge of lieutenant 
Forrest was fired by the pilot without orders, some distance 
above the others. 

Of the enemy's boats, some were employed in towing off 
the fire-vessels; and the rest in pursuit of our four cutters, my 
own gig, and a small boat with three oars without a rudder; 
they did not, how'ever, ventl1.re to come within musket shot, 
althoulh their force and numbers were more than treble ours, 
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but continued at a distance, firing their greit guns for thirty 
or thirn'-fivt' minutes, and then retired to their ships again. 

On fht: 4th instant I had another fin: -vessel prepared, but 
it being calm, I ordered lieutenant Newcomh and the four 
cutters, to proceed with one of the remaining lighters of the 
yard, having an 18- pounder in her, to attack the bomb-ship, 
which, in the anxiH~- of the enemy to get below the temporary 
forts erc::eted by my gallant associates, captains Po~ter and 
Perry, had been left exposed to attack. At sunset, Just as I 
was about to give orders to attack the bomb, I discovered 
one of the enemy's frigates behind the point forming the en­
trance of Washington's reach, whi~h necessarily obliged me 
to relinquish this determination, and gave orders to proceed 
across to the Virginia shore, to haul up the boats and place 
the li~hter in a situation to be defended against the enemy's 
barg-es. 

Having reconnoitered the enemy, on returning to the 
lighter at 9, P. M., [ st'ized a man under suspicious circum­
stances, on the beach, near to a small boat, about a mile 
above the I:'Dt'mv's uppnmost ship, that again induced me to 
change m\' position to thl:' oppmite side of the river, where, 
after getting the cutters hauled lip, placing the lighter in an 
advantageous position, and m~' musket-men upon the top ofa 
cliff overlooking the river, [ was, at 11, P. M., attacked by all 
theenemv's barges, hut which, h~' the cool intrepidity of lieu­
tenant Newcomb, having charge of the lighter, assisted by lieu­
tenant Forrest, sailing-master Harnage, master's mate Stock­
ton, and midshil;man ,",Thitlock, and 45 st'amen with muskets, 
the enem: was not only repulsed, but in less than 20 minutes 
thrown into the utmost (onfusion, and driven back to his 
ships, and [ have sufficient reaSQn to belit've with great loss, 
although the only injury sustained on our part was one man 
wounded on board the lighter. 

The entcmy thus repulsed, and no prospect of doing him 
further injury in this way, as his l"earmost ship was not more 
than a mile distant, I had the lighter shifted further up, and 
at 7, A. M., a fire-vessel brought down for the purpose of as­
sailing him in conjunction with the battery at the White 
House, under the command of captain Porter, but in this I 
was again disappointed, as that excellent officer, after using 
every possible exertion, was not able in so short a time as 
had been afforded him, to erect a work sufficiently strong to 
check the enemy am leng-th of time- otherwise I conceived . ~ - , , 
I should have found 110 difficulty in effecting his destruction. 

At the time the enemy silenced the battery, the fire-ship, 
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under fullliai1, was about a mile above his uppermost vessel, 
when I found myself under ,..&e necessity of ordering her to 
be set on fire, and at the same time our boats to retire, to 
preven~ their bt:ing taken possession of by his numer<4t 
barges. 

Although I did not succeed in the destruction of any of the 
enemy's ve::ssels, I am nc-verthdess convinced, that the ex­
pedition was in many points of view attended with good ef­
fect, consequently I feel it a duty to re'tommend to your no­
tice the officers and seamen engaged in the same; as, in two 
of the fire-vessels, lieutenant N ,wcomu and sailing-master 
Ramage manifested so much zeal, as to continue on board, 
steering them, until they were envelopt:d in the flames, and 
obliged to jump overboard to avoid sharing the fate of the 
vessels thc-mselves. I am also indebted to the exertions of 
lieutenant :Forrest, who volunteered his services, and al­
though very much indisposed at the time, afforded all the as­
sistance In hiS power.' 

Pt:rmit me at the same time to recommend to vour atten­
tion Mr. Stockton, masler's mate, who not only rendered 
me essential service as acting aid-de-camp, but in every other 
situation manifested a zeal and intrepiditv not to be shaken: 
also midshipman Whitlock, whose conduct in every part of 
the service I highly approve. Mr. Thomas Herbert, a ~'oung 
gentleman of Alexandria, and Mr. ,Parry, pilot, who volun­
teered their services, also deserve well of their country. 

The conduct of the seamen, for energy and patriotism, 
was not even excelled by that of their officers. 

At the time I took possession of Alexandria~ there were 
1500 pounds of fresh beef lying on the wharvlts ready to be 
delivered ,0 the boats of the enemy's ships, which were then 
only twO and a half or three miles below the town, and I men­
tion this to shew the state that plate was in at the time. 

In justice to major Kemper, tommanding a detachment of 
the militia of gt'neral Hungerford's brigade, it is but pro­
per I mention, lhat tin taking possession of Alexandria he 
immediately marched his detachment to mv assistance, and 
which at once secured the town against any' force the enemy 
could send back. 

,The quantity of flour the enemy was enabled to take from 
Alexandria, I found on inquiry to be not more than be­
tween 14 and 16,000 barrels. 

As respects the maDner of my reception by the citizens 
of Alexandria, when I landed ami took possession of that 
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place I shall·inform you hereafter in a separate communica. 
tion. 

With great rep(-'ct, I have the honour to be, sir, your obe· 
.ent strvant, JOHN RODGER~. 

The Hon. W. Jones, St'cretary of the, Navy. 

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of T¥ar to Captain Dyson, 
dated 29th August, 1814. 

Sir, 
I send captain Manigault with orders to receive Y,ourwrit. 

ten or verb:11 report of the causes under which you left the 
post committed to your charge. In this you will state the or· 
ders under which you acted, and from whom received. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
. J. AHMSTHONG. 

Captain Dyson, corps of Artillery. 

Camp at Macon's Island, August 29th, 1814. 
Sir, 

I had the honour to receive your communication of the 
29th instant. The. orders recei'ved from brigadier-general 
Winder through major Hite, verbally, on the 24th instant, 
were, in case I was oppressed by, or heard ot~ an enemy- in 
my rear, to spike our guns and make my escape over the rio 
vert The enemy approached by water on the 27th, and we had 
learnt on that day through several channels, that the enemy 
had been reinforced at Benedict, 6000 strong, and that they 
were on their march to co-operate with the fleet, in additioD 
to the force which left the citv. Under all these circumstances, 
the officers under my com~and were 'consulted, and agreed' 
it was best to abandon the fort and effect a retreat. The force 
under my command was thought not equal to a defence of 
the place. . 

I have the honour to be, with great consideration, your 
obedient servant, 

SAMUEL F. DYSON, 
Captain corps of artillery. 

The Hon. yohn Armstrong, Secretary at l¥ar, WasMngto7l. 

CrJpy of a letter from Colonel Philip Rud, of twmty-jiJth rt· 
giment of Maryland lUiJitia, to Brigadier-General Benja. 
min Chambers. 

Sir, , Camp at Belle Air, 3d Septemhe,., 1814. 
I avail myself of the first moment I ha,'e been able to seize 

from incessant labour, to inform you that about half-past 11 
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o'clock, on the night of the 30th ultim,o, I received informa­
.tion, that the barges of. the enemv, then lying off Waltham's 
farm, were moving in shore. I concluded their ohject was to 
laQd, and burn the houses. Ikc. at Waltham's. and made the 
necessary arrangements to meet qim, and to he prepared for 
an opportunity which I sought for several days, to strike the 
enemy •. During our march to the point threatened, it wa'S 
discovered that the blow was aimed at our camp. Orders 
were immediately given to the quarter-master to remove the 
camp and baggage, and to the troops to countermarch, pass 
the road'by the right of Ottr camp. and form on the rising 
ground about three hundred paces in its tear-the right to­
wards Caulk's house, and the left resting on the road-the 
artillery in the centr~, supported by the infantry on the right 
and left .... 

I directed captain 'Vickes and his second lieutenant Beck, 
whh a part of the rifle company, to be formed so as to co­
ver the road by which the enemy marched, and with this sec· 
tion I determined to post myself, leaving the line to be form­
ed under the direction of major Wickes and captain Cham­
bers. The head of the enemy's column soon presented itselt~ 
and received the fire of our advanced party at se'!enty pace's 
distance, and being pressed by numbers vastly superior, I re­
paired to my post in the line, having ordered the riflemen to 
return and form on the right of the line. The fire now became 
general along the whole line, and was sustained by our troops 
with the most determined. valour. The enemy pressed our 

. front; foiled in this, he threw himself on our left flank, which 
was occupied by captain Chambers's company-here, too, l1is 
efforts were equally unavailing. His fire had nearly ceased, 
when I was informed, that in some parts of our line the car .. 
tridges were entirely expended, nor did any of the boxes con· 
tain more.than a very ftw rounds (although each man had 
brought about twenty into the field); the artillery cartridges 
were entirely expended. Under these circumstances, lor .. 
dered the line to fall back to a convenient spot, where a part 
of the line was fortified-when the few remaining cartridges 
were distributed among a part of the line, which was again 
brought into the field, where it remained for a considerable 
time, the nig\tt preventing a pllrs II ito_ The artillery and infan. 
try, for whom there were no cartridges, were ordered to this 
place. The enemy having made ever~' effort in his power, al. 
though apprised of our having fallen back, manifested no dis· 
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position to follow us up, but retreate~ about the time our am· 
munition was exhausted. I 

When it is recollected that very few of our officers or men 
had ever heard the whistling of ~ ball, that the force of the 
~nemv (as the most accurate information enables us to esti­
mat~j was double ours, that it was comman~e~ b}: sir Peter 
Parker of the Menelaus, one of the most dlstmgUlshed'offi­
cers in the British n~\\"y, and composed (as their officers ad­
mitted in a subsequent conversation) of as fine men as could 
be selected from the British service-I feel justified in the 
assertion, that ~he gallantry of the officers and men on this 
occasion could not be excelled by any troops. The officen 
and men ~erformed their duty. It is, however, but an act of 
justice to notice those officers who seemed to display more 
than a common degree of gallantry. Major Wickes and cap­
tain Chambers were con~picuous-captain Wickes and lieu­
tenant Beck ohhe rifle corps, lieutenant Eunick and ensitn 
Skirvin of captain Chambers's company, exerted themselves; 
as did captain Hynson and his ensign Grant-captain Ussle­
ton (of the brigade artillery) apd his lieutenants Heed and 
Brown-lieutenant Tilghman, who commanded the guns of 
the volunteer artillery in the absence of captain Hands (who 
is in ill health and from home), was conspicuous for his gal. 
lantry-his ensign Thomas also manifested much firmness. 
I am indebted to captain Wilson of the cavalry, who was with 
me, for his exertions; and also to adjutant Hynson, who dis· 
played much zeal and firmness throughout. To Dr. Blake, 
Dr. GonIon, and to Isaac Spence'f., esq, who were accident. 
ally in camp, I am indebted for reconnoitering the enemy on 
his advance. 

You will be surprised, sir, when I inform you, that in an 
engagement of so long continuance, in an open fielcl, where 
the moon shone brilliantly on the rising ground occupied by 
our troops, ~hile the shade of the neighbouring woods, un. 
der.th~ p:otect~on of which the enemy fought, gave us but 
an mdlstInct vIew of any thing but the flash of his guns­
that under all the disparity of numbers against us, and the 
advantClge of a regular discipline on the side of the enemy, 
We had not one. man k~lled, and only one serjeant, one corpo­
ral, and one prIvate wounded, and those slightly. The ene. 
my le~t one midshipman and eight men dead on the field, 
and nme wounded, six of whom died in the course of a few 
hours. Sir Peter Parker was amongst the slain-he was mor­
tally wounded with a buck.shot, and died before he reached 
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the barges, to whic~ he was conv,eyed by his men. The en~­
my's force, consisting of marines and musketeers, was In 

part armed with boarding pikes, swords, and pistols, no goubt 
intended for our tents, as orc:J.ers had been given by sir Peter 
not to fire. Many of these arms, with rockets, muskets, &c. 
have fallen into our hands, found by the picket guard under 
ensign Skirvin, which was posted on the hattie ground, for 
the remainder of the night. Nothing butthe want of ammu­
nition saved the enemy from destruction. 

Attached are the names of the wounded-and as an act of 
justice to those concerned, I inclose you a list of the names 
of every officer and soldier engaged in the affair. Certain in­
formation from the enemy assures us that his total loss in 
killed and wounded was 42 or 43, including two wounded 
lieutenants. 

" Nam~s of the wounded. 
Captain Chambers's company--=J ohn Ma.snos, serjeant, 

slightly, in the thigh; Philip Crane, corporal, a ball be­
tween the tendons and the bone of the thigh near the knee. 

Captain Henry Page's company-John Glanvill, private, 
in the arm. . 

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
PHILIP REED, 

Lieute nant-colonel, commanding. 
Brigadier-General Benjamin Chambers, 

sixth brigade, Maryland militia. 

. Admiralty Office, September 27. 
[Transmitted b~ice-Admiral Cochrane-.] 

His 'Majesty's Ship Menelaus, off Pool's Island, 
Sir, Chesapeake, September 1, 1814. 

With grief the deepest it becomes my duty to communi­
cate the death of sir Peter Parker, bart. late commander of 
his majesty's ship Menelaus, and the occurrences attending 
an attack on the enemy's troops, on the night of the 20th 
ultimo, encamped at Bdlair. The previous and accompanying 
letters of sir Peter Parker, will, I presume, fully point out 
the respect the enemy on all occasions evinced at the ap­
proach of our arms, retreating at every attack, though pos­
sessing a superiority-of numbers of five to one; an intelligent·· 
black man gave us the information of 200 militia being en­
camped behind a wood, distant half a mile from the beach, 
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and described their situation, so as to give us the strongest 
hopes of cutting off and se~uring the largest part as our pri­
soners, destroying the camp, field-pieces, &c., and possess­
ing also certain information that one man out of every five 
had been levied as a requisition on the eastern shore, for 
the purpose of being sent over for the protection of Balti­
more, who were only prevented crossing the bay by the ac­
tivitv and vigilance of the tender and ship's boats. One hun­
dred and four bayonets, with twenty pikes, were la'nded at 
eleven o"clock at' night, under the immediate direction of 
captain sir Peter Parker, bart., the first division headed by 
myself, and the second division by lieutenant Pearce. On 
arriving at the ground we discovered the enemy had shifted 
his position, as we were then informed, the distance of a 
a mile farther; having taken the look-out picket immediately 
on our landing, we were in assurance our motions had not 
been discovered, and with the deepest silence followed on 
for the camp. After a march of between four and five miles 
in the country, we found the enemy posted on a plain, sur­
rounded by woods, with the camp in the rear: they were 
drawn up in line, and perfectly ready to receive us; a single 
moment was not to be lost; bva smart fire and instant charge 
we commenced the attack, f~rced them from their position, 
putting them before us ill full retreat to the rear of their ar­
tillery, where they agairJ made a stand, -showing a <\isposi­
tion to outflank us on the right; a movement was instantly 
made by lieutenant Pearce's division to force them from that 
quarter, and it was at this time, wh,ile animating his men in 
the most heroic manner that sir Peter Parker received his 
mortal wound, which obliged him to quit the field, and he 
expired in a few minutes. Lieutenant Pearce, with his di­
vision, s~on routed the enemy, while that under my com­
m~,nd gaIned and passed the camp. One of the field pieces 
was mome?tarily in our possession, but obliged to quit it 
from supenor numbers. 

The marines, under lieutenants Baymon and Post, formed 
~:lU.r centr~, and neVer was bra\'ery ~ore conspicuous. Fin~­
It Imposslul~ to close on the enemy, from the rapidjt~ of their 
~etrea , ha\lng pursued them upwards of a mile. I deemed 
It prudent to rdire towards the beach which was effected ill 
the best possible ordt-r; taking with u's from the field 25 of 
our \I oUDued-the whole we could find, the enemy not even 
al,.errljJl'ilg La regain the ground they had lost; from three 
pnsoners (cavalry) taken by us, we learned their force 
amounted to 500 militia, a troop of horse, and fi"e pieces of 
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artillery ~ and since, by flags of truce. I am led to believe 
their number much greater. 

Repelling a force of such magnitude with so small a body 
as we opposed to them, will I trust speak fat itself; and al­
though our loss has been severe, I hope. the lustre acquired 
to our arms will compensate for it. Permit me, sir, to offer 
to your notice the conduct of Mr. James Stepford Hare, 
ma'ster's mate of this ship, who on this, as well as other try­
ing occ-asions, evinced the greatest zeal and gallantry. In 
justice to sub-lieutenant Johnson, commanding the Jane ten­
der, I must beg to notice the handsome manner in which he 
has at all times volunteered his services. • 

Herewith I beg leave to inclose you a list of the killed, 
wounded, and missing in this affair. 

I have the honour to be, &c. \ 
(Signed) HEN. CREASE, 

ACting Commander. 
1'otal-14 killed; 27 wounded. 

-
CORRESPONDENCE OF ADMIRAL COCHRANE WITH THE SECRE­

TARY OF STATE, AND THE PROCLAMATION OF THE PRESI­

DENT CONSEQ..UENT THEREON • 

. 
Copy of a letter from Vice-Admiral Cochrane to Mr. Itfonroe. 

His Britannic Jl;Jajesty's Ship, the Tonnant, in . 

Sir, 
the Patuxent river, 18th August, 1814. 

Having been called upon by the governor-general of the 
Canadas to aid him in carrying into effect measures of re­
taliation against th~ inhabitants of the United States, for the 
wanton destruction committed by their army in Upper Ca­
nada. it has become imperiously my duty, conformably with 
the nature of the governor-general's application~ to issue to 
the naval force under m~' command, an order to destroy and 
lay waste such towns and districts upon the coast, as may be 
found assailable. 

I had hoped that this contest would have-terminated, with. 
out my being obligt'd to resort to severities which are con­
trary to the usage of c.ivilized warfare, and as it has been 
with extreme reluctance and c.oncern that I have found my­
self compell,ed to adopt this system of devastation, I shall 
be equally gratified if the conduct of the executive of the 
United States will authorise my staying such proceedings, 
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by making rf'paratio~ t~ the sl1ff~ring inhabita~ts of Upper 
Ca'nada: thereb" manIfestmg, thelt If the destructive measures 
pursut'd by the'ir army were ever sanctioned, they will no 
longer he pt'rmitted by the government. . 

I h~,\'e the honour to be, <;ir, with mucJ-t consideratIOn, your 
m(lst obtcient humble servant,~ 

(Signed) ALEX. COCHRANE, 
Vice-admiral and commandrr in chief of hia 

BritaJrnic lUajesty's ships and vessels up­
on the North American station. 

The honourable James flJonroe, Secretary 
oj state, €!tc. 2Tc. €!tc. Washington. 

Copy of a letter fi'om lIfr. flfonroe to Sir Alexander Cochrant, 
Vice-Admzral, 2Tc. €!te. 

Department oj State, September 6th, 1814. 
Si~ , 

-~ I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 18th of 
August, stating, that having been called on by the governor-

. general of the Canadas, to aid him in carrying into effect 
measures of retaliation against the inhabitants of the United 
States, for the wanton desolation committed bv their army 
in Upper Canada, it has become your duty, conformably 
with the nature of the governor-general's application. to issue 
to lht' naval force under your command, an order to destroy 
and lay waste such towns and districts upon the wast as may 
be found assailahle. 

It is seen with the greatest surprise, that this system of 
dewstation which has been practised by the British forces, 
so manifestly contrary to the usage of civilized warfare, is 
placed ~y you on the ground of retaliation. No sooner were 
the United States compelled to resort to war againt Great 
Britain, than they resolved to wage it in a manner most con­
sonant to the principles of humanity, and to those friendly 
relations which it was desirable to preserve netween the twO 
nations,. after the restoration of peace. The~' perceived, how­
ever, With the deepest regret, that a spirit alike just and hu­
mane was neither cherished nor acted on 9~' your govern­
ment. Such an assertton would not be hazarded, if it was 
not supported by facts, the proof of whil ~ has perhaps al­
ready carned the same conviction to other n:!tlOns that it has 
to the people of these states. Without dwelling on the de­
plorable cru~lties .c?mmitted by the savages in the British 
r~nks, a~? III ~ntlsh p.ay, on American prisoners at the 
river RalslO, which to thiS day have never been disavowed or 



I 

OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. [183 

atoned, I refer, as more immediately connected with the sub­
ject of YOUI: letter, to the wanton desolation that was com· 
mitted at Havre-de-Brace, and at Georgelown, early in the 
spring of 1813. Thest' villages were burnt and ravaged by the 
naval forces of Great Britain. to the ruin of their unarmed 
inhabitants, who saw with astonishment that the" derived no 
protection to their propert~· from the laws of war~ During the 
same season, scenes of invasion and pillage. c~rried on under 
the same authority, were witnessed all along the waters of 
the Chesapeake, to an extent inflicting the most serious pri­
vate distress, and under circumstances that justified the sus­
picion, that revenge and cupidity, rather than. the manly mo­
tives that should dictate the hostility of a high-minded foe, 
led to their perpetration. The late destruction of the houses 
of the government in this city is anoth~r act which comes 
necessarily into view.- In the wars of modern Europe, no ex­
ample"s of the kind, even among nations the most hostile to 
to each other, can be traced. In the course .of ten years past, 
the capitals of the principal powers of the continent of Europe 
have been conquered, and occupied alternately by'the vic­
torious armies of each other, and no instance of such wanton 
and unjustifiable destruction has been seen. We must go 
back to distant and barbarous ages, to find a parallel for the 

-acts of which I complain. . 
Although these acts of desolation invited, if they did not 

impose on the government the necessity of retaliation, yet 
in no instance has it been authorised. The burning of the 
village of Newark, in Upper Canada, posterior to the early 
outrages above enumerated, was not executed on that princi­
ple. The village of Newark adjoined Fort George, and its 
destruction was j.usti6~d by the officer who ordered it, on the 
ground that it became necessary in the military operations 
there. The act, however, was disavowed by the government. 
The burning which took place at Long Point was unauthoris­
ed by the government, and the conduct of the officer subject­
ed to the investigation of a military tri\}unal. For the burn­
ing at St. David's. committed by stragglers, the officer who 
commanded inthat quarter was dismissed without a trial, for 
not preventing it. , 

I am commanded by the president distinctly to state, that 
it as little comports with any orders which have been issued 
to the military and naval commanders of the United States, 
as it does with the. establish~d and known humanity of the 
American nation, to pursue a system which it appears you 
have adopted. This government owes it to itself, to the prin-
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ciples which it has ever' held sacred, to disavow, as justly 
chargeable to it, any such wanton, cruel, and unjustifiable 
warfare. 

Whatever unauthorised irregularities may have heen com· 
mitted bv any of its troops, it would have been ready, acting 

.ppon the-se principles of, sacr~d and eternal. obligati?n, to 
disavow, and, as far as practicable, to repaIr. But In the 
plan of desolating warfare which your letter so explicitly 
makes known, and which is attempted to be excused on a 
plea so utterly groundless, the president perceives a spi. 
rit of deep-rooted hostility, which, without the evidence of 
such facts, he could not have believed existed, or would have 
been carried to such an extremity. 

For the reparation of injuries of whatever nature they 
may be, not sanctioned by the law of nations, which the mi. 
lita~y or naval force of ~ither power may have committed 
against the other, this government will always be ready to 
enter into reciprocal arrangements. It is presumed that your 
government will neither expect nor propose any which are 
not reciprpca1. , 

Should your government adhere to a system of desolation, 
so contrary to the views and practice of. the United States, 
. so revolting to humanity, and repugnant to the sentiment and 
usages of the civilized world, whilst it will be seen with the 
deepest regret, it must and win be met with a determination 
and constancy becoming a free people, contending in a just 
cause for their essential rights, and their dearest interests. 

I ha\"e the honour to be, with great consideration, sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) J AMES MONROE. 
Vice-Admiral sir Alexander Cochrane, commander in 

chiif of H. B. J.11. ships and vessels, &ic. 

Vice-Admiral Cochrane t'J the Secretary of State. 
His Britannic Majesty's Ship Tonnant, in the 

Sir, ChesoJJeake, Septtmber 19, t 814. 
I had the honour to recei \'e your letter of the 6th instant, 

in reply to one which I addressed you from the P:ltuxent. 
As I have no authority from my government to enter up­

on any kind of discussion relative to the points contained in 
your letter, I have only to regret that there does not appear 
to be an y hope that I shall be authorised to recal my gene­
ral order; whi~h has been further sanctioned by a subsequent 
request from heutenant-general sir George Prevost. 

A copy of your letter ",ill this day be forwarded by me 
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~o England, and until I receive instructions from my govern 4 

ment the measures which I have adopted must be persisted 
in; unless remuneration'be made to the inhabitants of the 
Canadas' for the injuries they have sustained from the out­
rages committed b~' the troops of the United States. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
ALEX. COCHRANE, 

Vice-Admiral and Commander in Chitf, &c. 
Honourable James lY1o'1lroe, Secretary of State. 

By the President of the United States oj America. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
'Vhereas the enemy b,' a sudden incursion have succeeded 

in invading 'he capitai of the nation, defended by troops at 
the moment less numerous than their own, and almost en­
tirely of the militia: during their possession of which, though 
for a single day only, they wantonly destroyed the public edi­
fices having no relation in their structure to operations of war, 
nor used at the time for militarv annoyance; some of these 
edifices being alsl} costly monuri1ents of taste and of the arts, 
and others depositories of the public archives, not only pre­
cious to the nation as the memorials of its origin and its early 
transactions, but interesting to all nations, as contributions 
to th(;t general stock of historical instruction and political 
science: ' 

And whereas advantage has been taken of the loss of a 
fort, more immediately guarding the neighbouring town of 
Alexandria, to place the town within the range of a naval 
force, too long and too much in the habit of abusing its su­
periority wherevel' it can be applied, to require, as the alter­
native of a general qmflagration, an undisturbed plunder of 
private property, which has bet'n executed in a manner pecu­
liarly distressing to the inhabitants, who had inconsiderately 
cast. themselves upon the justice and generosity of th~ victor. 

And whereas it now appears, by a direct communication 
from the British commander on the American station, to be 
his avowed purpose to employ the force uuder his direction 
" in destroying and 'laying waste such towns and districts up­
on the ~oast as may be assailable;" adding to this declaratioa 
the insulting pretext that it is in retaliation for a wanton ue· 
struction committed by the United States in Upper Canada, 
when it is notorious that no destruction has been committed, 
which, notwithstanding the multiplied outrages previollsly 

VOL. I'r. rA aJ 
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committed by the enemy, was not unauthorised, and promptly 
shown to oe so; and that the United States have been as con­
stant in their endeavours to reclaim the enemy from such 
outrages, by the contrast of their own exampl~,. as they have 
been ready to terminate, on reasonable conditIOns, the war 
itself: • 

And whereas these proceedings and declared purposes, 
which exhibit a deliberate disregard of the principles of hu­
manity, and the rules of civilized warfare, and which must 
give 'to the existing war a character of extended devastation 
and barbarism, at the very moment of negociations for peace, 
invited by the enemy himself, leave no prospect of safety to' 
any thing within the reach of his predatory and incendiary 
operations, but in a manly and univers~l determination to 
chastise and expel the invader: 

Now, therefore, I, James Madison, president of the United 
States, do issue this my proclamation, exhorting all the good 
people thereof, to unite their hearts and hands in giving ef­
fe£t to the ample means possessed for that purpose. I enjoin 
~t on all officers, civil and military, to exert themselves in ex­
ecuting the duties with which they are respectively charged. 
And, more especially, I reqllire the officers commanding the 
respective military districts, to be vigilant' and alert in pro­
viding for the defence thereof; for the more effectual accom­
plishment of which, they are authorised to call to the dt:fence 
of exposed and threatened places portions of the militia most 
convenient thereto, whether. they be or be not parts of the 
quotas detached for the service of the United States under 
requisitions of the general government. 

On an occasion which appeals so forcibly to-the proud feel­
ings and patriotic devotion of the American pe~ple, none will 
forget what they owe to themselves; what they owe to their 
country. and the high destinies which await it; what to the 
glory acquired by their fathas,in establishing the indepen­
dence wbich is now to be maintained by .their sons, with ~e 
augmented strength and resources with which time and Hea­
ven have blessed them. 

In testimony whereof, I have.hereunto set my hand, and­
causc:d the seal of the United States to be affixed to 
these presehts. 

Done at th~ city of Washington, the first day of Sep. 
tembe.r, m the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hun.dred and fourtee~, and of the independence of the 
Umted States the thirty-ninth. 

J AMES MADISON. 
By tM President, 1 A:\lESMO~ROE, Sccretary of Stafr. 
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AMERICAN AND BRITISH .A.CCO~NTS OF THE ATTACK UPON 

BALTIMORE. 

Copies of letters from 'Major-General Samuel Smith, to the act­
ing SecretaryoflVar, dated Head-f5<.!.farters, Baltimore, 15th 
September, 1814. ' 

Sir, 
~ have been so incessantly occupied, that it has been im­

possjble for me to convey to you the information respecting 
the enemy, which it would have been proper for you to have 
receivep from me. A detailed statement will be forwarded 
as soon as it can be made out; in the mean time, I have the 
pleasure to inform you, that, the enemy embarked their rear­
guard about one o'clock; . and that their ships, a few except­
ed, are out of the river; their destination unknown. 

I have the jonour to be, your obedient servant, ' 
, SAMUEL SMITH, 

lIfajor-general, commanding. 
Colonel James lJIonroe, acting Secretary at War. 

Sir, 
Head.§<...uarters, Baltimore, September 19, 1814. 

In compliance with the promise contained in my letter of 
the 15th instant; I have now the honour of stating, that the 
enemy landed between seven and 8,000 men on Monda~' the 
twelfth instant, at North Point, fourteen miles distant from 
this town. Anticipating this debarkation, general Stricker had 
been deta'ched on Sunday evening with a portion of his' b'ri­
gade on the North Point road. Major Randal, of the Balti- .. 
more county mi.litia, having under his command a light corps 
of riflemen and musketry taken from general Stansbury's 
brigade, and the Pennsylvania volunteers, was detach~d to 
the mouth of Bear Creek, with orders to co operate with 
gen~ral Stricker, and to .check any landing which the enemy 
might attempt in that quarter. On Monday, brigadier-gene­
ral Stricker took a good position at the junction of the two 
roads leading from this place to North Point, having his 
right flanked by Bear Creek, and his left by a marsh. He 
here awaited the appr01\ch of the enemy, having sent on an 
advanced corps under the command of major Heath of the 
fifth regiment. This advance was met by that of the enemy, 
and after some skirmishing it returned to the line, the main 
body of the enemy being at a short distance in the rear of their 
advance. Between two, and three o'clock the enemy's whole 
force came up and commenced the battle by sonre discharges 
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of rockets which were succeeded bv the cannon from both , . 
sides, and soon after the action became general along the 
line. (;eneral Stricker gallantlv maintained his ground a~ainst 
a great sllperiorit!, of numbers during the sp.ace of an hour 
and twenty minutec;, wh"'n the regiment on hl'3 left (the 51st) 
giving way, he was under the necesc;ity of retirin~ to the 
ground in his rear, where he had stationed one regiment as 
a reserve. He here formed his brigade; but the enem!' not 
thinking it ad\'isable to pursue, he, in compliance with pre­
vious arrangements, fell back and took post on the left of my 
entrenchments, and a half mile in advance of them. 

In this affair the citizen soldiers of Baltimore, with the 
exception of the 51st regiment, have maintained the reputa­
tion the,' so deservedly acquired at Bladensburg, and their 
brave and skilful leader has confirmed the confidence which 
we had all so jU!ltly placed in him. I take the liberty of re­
ferring yOll to his letter for the more particular mention of 
the indi\'idllals who, new to warfare, have shown the cool· 
ness and valour of veterans; and who, bv their conduct on 
this occasion, have given their country and their city an as­
surance of what may be expected from them when their ser­
vices are again required. I cannot dismiss the subject with­
out expressing the heart-felt satisfaction I experience in thus 
bearing testimony to the good conduct of my fellow towns­
men. About the time general Stricker had taken the ground 
just mentioned, he was joined by brigadier-general \Vindcr, 
who hHd been stationed 011 the west side of the citv. but was 
now ordered to m:uch with general Douglass's brigade of 
Virginia militia, and the United States dragoons under cap­
tain Bird, and take post on the kft of gent'ral Stricker. Dur­
ing thde movements, the hrig:lcks of g"nerals Stansbury and 
Foreman. the seamen and marines under commodore Rod­
gers, the Penns\'l\':mia \ olunteers under colonels Cobean and 
Findley; the B'altimore artillen' under colonel Harris, and 
the marine artillery under capta'in Stiles, manned the trench­
es and the batteries-all prepared to reu'ive the enem\,. \Ve 
remained in this situation during -.he ni(~ht. . 

On Tuesday the t'ncm~' appe~t;ed in front of mv entrench­
ments at the distance or-two miles, on the Philad~lphia road, 
from "hence. he hael a [,dl \-j~w of our positiun. He ma­
nc:eU\lred durmg the mnrnin~ towards Our left as if ,·;itll 

. the intention of m~lkillg a tii'cuitous m~'rch ~nd coming 
down on the Harford or Y,)rk roads. Generals \\"inder and 
Stricker were ordered to ada'pt their mo\,emt:llts to those of 
the enemy, so as to baffle t.his Supposed intention. The), ex-

, 
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ecuted this order with great skill and judgment, by takin'g, 
an advantageous position, stretching from mv'left across the 
country, when the enemy was'likel", to approach the quarter 
he seemed to threaten. This movement induced the enemy 
to concentrate his forces (between one and two o' clock) in my 
front, pushing his advance to within a mile of us, driving in 
our vid,ttes, and shewing an intention of attacking us that 
evening. I immediately drew generals Winder and Stricker 
nearer to the left of mv entrenchments and to the right of 
the enemy, with thct intention of their falling on his right or 
rear, should he attack me; or, if he declined it, of attacking 
him in the morning. To this movement, and to the strength 
of my defences, which the ent"m~' had the fairest opportu­
nity of observing. I am induced to attribute his retreat, which 
was commenced at half past one o'clock on Wednesday mO¥n­
ing. In this he was so favoured by the extreme darkness and 
a continued rain, that we dId not discover it until daylight. 
I con_ted to genenl Winder's pursuing with the Virginia 
brigade and the United States' dragoons; at the same time 
major~andal was despatched with his light corps in pursuit 
on the enemy's rigl)t, whilst the whole of the militia cavalry 
was put in mouon for the same object. All the troops were, 
however, so worn out with continued watching, and with be-

. .ing under arms during three days and nights,· exposed the 
greater part of the time to very inclement weather, that 
it was found impracticable to do any thing more than pick up 
a few stragglers. The enemy commenced his embarkation 
that evening, and completed it the next day at one o'clock. 
It would have been impossible, even had opr troops been in 
a condition to act offensively, to have cut oft' any part of the 
enemy's rear guard during the embarkation. as the point 
wl}ere it was effected was defended from our approach by 
a 1ine of defences extending from Back river to Humphrey's 
creek on the Patapsco, thrown up by ourselves previous to 
their arrival. , 

I have now the plt>asur,> of r.allin,~ \'our attention to the 
brave commander of Fort M'Henry. major Armistead, and 
to the opera~ions confint'd to that quarter. The_ enem\' made 
his approach by water at the same time that his army was ad­
vancing on the land, and commenced a discharge of bombs 
and rockets at the fort as he got within range of it. The situ­
ation of major Armisttad was peculiarly trying-the ene. 
my having taken his position at, such a distance as to ren­
der offensive operations on the part of the fort entirely fruit­
less, whilst their-bombs and rockets were every moment fa11-

• 
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ing in and ~l)out it-the officers and men being at the sa~e 
time' entire'" exposf"'d. Tht: vessels, however had the temerI­
ty to aprroach somewhat nearer-'-thev were as soon compell­
ed to wi hdraw. During the night, whilst the enemy on land 
was recreating. and whilst the hombardment was the most se­
vert', two or three rocket \'t'ssels ~nd -barges succeeded in 
get'ing up the Ft:H~' Branch; but they were soon cem~elled 
to retire, by the forts in that quarter, commanded by lIeute­
nant Newcomb of the navv and lieutt'nant Webster of the 
flotilld, These forts also destrovt'd one of the barges with 
all on board. Tht> bargt's and battery at the Lazaretto, un­
d~r the command of lieutenant Hutter, of the flotilla, kept 

_ up a brisk, and, it is believed, a successful fire during the 
hottest period of the bombardment. Major Armistead be­
ing seriously ill in consequt'nce of his 'continued exposure 
to the weatht:r, has rendered it impossible for him to send 
in his report. It is not, therefore, in my power to do justice 
to those gallant individuals who partook with him. dan­
ger of a trt:mt'ndous bombardment, without the ability of 
retorting, and without that security, which in more.egular 
fortifications is provided for such occasions. The loss in 
the fort, is, I understand, about 27 killed and wounded­
amongst the former, I have to lament the fall of lieutenants 
Clagget and Clemm, who were both estimable citizens and 
useful officers. 

From general S,ricker·s brigade, the return of killed 
and woundl'd has not vet comt: in. It is supp' sed, however, 
to amount to about I50-among the former, this city has to 
regret the loss of its rt>prest:ntative ·in the state legislature, 
James Lown' Donaldson, esqr., adjutant of the 27th regi­
ment. This gentleman will ever be remembered by his con­
stituents for his zeal and talents, and by his corps for his bra­
very and military knowledge. 

·1 cannot conc.lude this report wi!hout informing you of the 
great aid I have derived from commodore Rodgers. He was 
ever present and ever readv to afford his useful council and , , 
to render his important services. His presence with,that of 
his gallant officers and seamen, gave confidence 'to every one • 
. The enem\'·s loss in his attempt on Baltimore amounts, 

as ntar as we can ascertain it, to between six and seven hun­
dred, killed, wounded, and missing. General Ross was cer-
tainly kilh::d. .. 

. I have the honour to be, wilh great respect, sir, your obe-
dient servant, S. S:W ITH, 

jJ;IajtJr-g't"IeJ-al, commandillg. 
Col,net James MOl/roe, actzng Secretary at Wtilt;. . -
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Copy of ~ letter fr.om General- St,.'rk,.f' to Mnjor-General ~mith, 
dated Head-§{..uarters, 3d Brigade, Baltimore, September 15, 
1814. 

Major-general S. Stnith,-Sir, _ 
I have the honour to report to "011, that in ohedience to 

your orders, I mar- ht'd from BI1tim"rt~ on Sunda\' the 11th 
instant, with part of my -.rigade, as tht· adv.mced corps of 
the armv under your command. M v force consisted of 550 
of the 5th regim~nt, under litutt:nant-colonel S ," .. rett; 620 of 
the 6th under lieutenanr-colonel M'Donald; 500 of the 27th 
under lieutenant-colonel Long; +50 of tht' 39th under lieu­
tenant-colonel Fowler; 700 of the 51st under lieutenant-co­
lonel Amey; 150 rifiemt'n under captain Dver;' 140 cavalry 
under lieutenant-colonel Biavs; and tht' Union Artillervof 
75 men, with si~ folir-pounders,' under captain Montgom~f'y, 
making an aggregate of 3185 effective men., I moved to­
wards North Point by the main road, and at eight o'clock, 
P. M., reached the meeting-house near the head of Bear 
creek, seven miles from this cit? Here the brigade halt­
ed,,,with the exception of the cavalry, who were pushed 
forward to Gorsuch's farm, three miles in advance, and the 
riflemen, who took post near the blacksm ith's shop, two 
miles in advance of our encampment. Ar seven o'clock, on 

• the 13th, I received information from the advanced videttes 
that the enemy were making preparations to land under cover 
of their gun-vessels, which layoff the staff of North Point, 
within the mouth of Patapsl:o river. I immediately ordered 
back my baggage under a strong guard~ moved forward the 
the 5th and 27th regiments, and my artillery, to the head of 
Long log lane (so called), resting the 5th with its right on the 
head of a branch of Bear creek, and its left on the main 
No"rth Point road, while the 27th was posted on th~opposite 
side of the road, in line with the 5th, its left extending to­
wards a branch of Back river. rhe ar!illel"Y I posted directly 
at the head of the lane, in the interval between the 5th and 
27th. The 39th occupied a ground 300 yards in the rear of 
the 27th, and the 51st the same distance jn the rear of the 
5th, extending each parallel to the front line. The 6th regi­
ment was thrown back to a position a short distance this side 
of Cook's tavern, and half a mile in the rear of the second 
line. My orders werea8a~ the 5th and 27th should receive 
the enemy, and, if nece~ary, fall, back through the 51st and 
39th, and form 011 the right of the 6th, or reserve regi mente 
The riflemen were ordered to the skirts of a thick low pine 
wood, beyond the blacksmith's shop, with a large sedge field 
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in front that as the cavaln' were sti1l in advarice, who would , . 
inform of the enemy's approach, they might take advantage 
of rh· covt"ring of the wood, and annoy his advance. 

I soon learned that the enem,"s advance party was moving 
rapidh' up the main road, and as the cavalrv continu~lIy an­
nounced their progress, I flattered mvself that the pflemen 
would soon proclaim, by a galling fire, their still nearer ap­
proach. Imagine my chagrin, when I perceived the whote rifle 
corps falling back upon my main position, having too credu­
lously listened to the groundless information that the enemy 
were landmg on Back river to cut them off. My hopes of 
early annoyapce to the enem\, being thus frustrated, I threw 
the riflemen on the right flank of mv frqnt line, thereby, with 
the addition of a few cavalry, well s(-'curing that flank. My 
videttes soon brought information that the enemy 'in small 
force was enjoying himself at Gorsuch's farm. Insulted at' 
the idea of a small marauding party thus daringly provoking 
chastisement, several of ml officers volunteered their corps 
to dislodge it. Captains Levering's and Howard's companies 
from the 5th, about 150 in number, under major Head~ of 
that regiment; captain Aisquith's, and a few other riflemen, 
in all about 70; one four-pounder with 10 men, under lieu­
tenant Stiles, and the cavalry, were immediately pushed for­
ward to punish the insolence of the enem~"s advance, or, if 
his main body appeared, to give evidence of my wish for a 
general engagement. The latter purpose was soon answered; 
this groan volunteer corps had proceeded sc.arcely half a mile 
before the main bod v of the enemy showed itself, which was 
immediate1v attackecl. The infantn' and riflemen maintain­
ed a fire of some minutes, and retired with some loss in 
k!lled and wounded; the cavalry and artillery, owing to the 
dIsadvantageous grounds, not being able to support the~. In 
this skirmish major Heath's horse was killed under him. 

At half past two o'clock the enemy commenced throwing' 
rockets across my left flank, which seemed harmless, and had 
no other effect than to prt:pare my line for the sound of the 
artillery, which soon commenced by us on the enemy's right 
column then pushing across towards my left, and returned 
by their six-pounders and, a howitzer upon my left and cell· 
tre. The cannonading was brisk for some minutes, when I 
ordered my fire to cease, until the e]lemy should get within 
close rangt; of canister. Seeing that my left flank was the 
main ~bject of the enemy, I brought up the 39th into line on 
the left of the 27th, and detached two pieces of artillery to 
the lcft of the 39th; still more securely to protect, my left 
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flank, colonel Arney of the 51st was ordered to form his re­
giment at right angles with my line, resting his right near "­
the left of the 39th. This order being badly .executed created 
for a moment some confusion in that quarter, but was soon 
rectified by the efforts or my aid-dc-camp and brigade ma­
jors, who corrected the error of colonel Arney, and posted 
the 51st in its ordered position. 

Theenemy's righ,t column displayed and advanced upon the 
39th and 27th. J:he 51 st,unmindful of my object to use its fire in 
protection of m}T left flank in case an attempt should be made 
to turn it, totally forgetful of the honour of the brigade, and 
regardless of its own reputation, delivered one random fire 
and retreated precipitately, and in such confusion,..as to 
render every effort of mine to rally them ineffective. Some 
disorder was occasioned in the second battalion of the 39th, 
b'y the flight of the 51st, and a few ,ave way. The fire now 
became general from left to right; my artillery in the centre 
poured forth an incessant volley of canister upon the enemy's 
left column; who were endeavouring to gain the cover of a 
sma~ log.nouse, about fifty yards in front of the 5th, which, 
however, precaution had been taken to fire, so soon as cap­
tain Sadtler's yagers from the 5th (who were originally post­
ed therein) should be compelled.to leave it. The enemy's 
line advanced about 10 minutes before three o'clock, with a 
severe fire, which was well returned by the artillery, the 
whole 27th, the 5th, except the three companies of c·aptains 
Levering, Howard, and Sadtlers, which were too much ex­
hausted by the advanc.ed skirmish of the two former, and 
the ordered retreat of the latter, to resume their position in 

. line; and from the first battalion of the 39th, who maintained 
its ground .in despite of the disgraceful example set by the 
intended support on the left. 

The fire was incessant till about 15 minutes before four 
o'clock, when, finding that my line, now 1400 strong, was in­
sufficient to withstand the superior numbers of the enemy,. 
and my left flank being exposed by the desertion of the 51st, 
I was constrained to order a movement back' to the reserve 
regiment, under colonel M'Donald, which was well posted 
to receive the retired line, which mostly rallied well. On 
forming with the 6th, the fatigued state of the regiments and 
corps which had retire~ and the J>robability that my right 
flank might be turned by a quick movement of the enemy in 
that direction; induced me, after proper deliberation, to fall 
back to '" orthington's mill; which I was the more persuaded 

vOL. IV.. [B b] 
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to by my desire to have the 6th regiment (whose officers and 
m~n were eager to share the dangers of their brother sol. I 
diers) perfect and in good Ol"der td receive the enemy on 
his nearer approach to the city. All retired as I could wish, 
and were rc::ady to act as circumstances might require. In 
this situation you found the brigade on the morning of, the 
13th, somewhat fatigued, but with increased confidence in 
ourselves, and renc::wing our preparations for the annoyance 
of the enemy,alone, if deemed proper, or in conjunction with 
allY other force. 

I have thought it due to the merits of my brigade, to de­
tail thus fully their whole movement, and I feel a pride in 
the belief that the stand made on Monday, in no small de­
gree tended to check the tc::merity of a foe daring to invade 
a country like ours, and designing the destruction of our city, 
in whose defence some of the best blood of the country has 
already been spilt, and for whose safety and protection the 
citizen-soldiers of the third brigade are rc::ady to suffer every 
privation, and meet every danger. Should rep~rt be true, 
(and I doubt not the fact) that the enemy's commandiniloffi­
eer, major-general Rbss, was killed in this action, and the 
enemy suffered in proportion to his superior numbers, I shall 
feel still more the valuable consequences of our fight. 

The conduct of many company officers and privates, was 
such as I calculated on; that of mOst of m\' field~officers also 
merits my particular notice. Major Ri~hard K. Heath of 
t?e 5th, who led on the advanct"d party to bring on the ac­
tIon, behaved as became an officer; the facts of his horse be­
ing killed under him, in the first skirmish, his second being 
badly wounded, and himself rt"ceiviJlg a contusion on the 
hea~, by a. musket-ball in the general action, are ample proofs 
of hls bravery and exposure in discharge of his duty. Lieu­
tenan.t-colonel Sterrett, and major Barn' of the 5th, gained 
my h~ghest approbation~ and tht"y unite with all in praise of 
captam Spangler and hls company of volunteers from York 
(Pennsylvania), then attached to their command, also of ad­
jutant Cheston, who is slightly wounded. Lieute~ant-colonel 
Long ~f the 27th,. and his fidd and company officers, did 
well; .thls whole regiment were unsurpassed in bravery, re-
601utJ~m, and enthusiasm. My brigade has to bewail the loss 
of adjutant James Lowrv Donaldson who fell in the hottest 
~f the ~ght, hravdy dis~harging the'duties of his commis­
oIHon. I:leute~ant-colonel Fowler and major Steiger of the 
39th, dld thelr duty in every respc<.t; they speak highly of 
the veJloLllteer cQmpanies of captain Qllalltril, frum H"agers-
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town, and captain Metzgar .from Hanover, Pennsylva~ia." 
Captain Quantril is wounded •. Captain John Montgomel'y, 
commanding my artillery, gained' for himself and his com­
pany lasting honour. Captain Aisquith, and his company of 
riHemen~ merit mv thanks. Ensign Wilmot, c.ommanding 
the company of United Volunteers of the 5th, and m,anyof 
his men, distinguished themselves. 

To brigade-majors Calhoun and Frailey, I am under great 
obligations for the prompt and zealous performance of their 
duty. To my aid· de-camp, major George P. Stevenson, tOI) 
much praise cannot be given; his industry in everyarrange­
ment before the fight, and in animating the whole line, was 
conspicuous; his zeal and courage are of the most ardent 
kind, the sprightliness of his manners, in the most trying 
scenes, had the happiest effect upon all to whom he had to 
communicate my orders; and the precision with which he 
delivered my commands, could be exceeded only by the 
coolness with which he alwavs saw them executed. He was 
animated, brave, and useful. . Major William B. Barney, and 
adj\l'tant Lemuel Taylor, of the cavalry, who, having no op­
portunity of distinction in theIr regiment, owing to the 
grounds, did me great service, the former in aiding captain 
Montgomery, the latter in convedng my orders through the 
whole. Mr. Robert Goodloe Harper deserves my thanks. 
He visited me just before the action; accompanied the ad-:­
vanced party, and aided me much throughout. The brave 
soldiers under my command have suffered many privations, 
and I recognize among our killed and wounded many valua­
ble men; of which I will make a report in a few days. 

I have the honour to be, your obedient servant, 
JOHN STRICKER, 

Brigadier-General, commanding 3d h~igade M. AI.. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Rodgers to tJze Secretary of 
the Navy, dated New-Castle, September 13, 1814. 

Sir, ' 
From the time of my arrival at Baltimore until my de­

parture, the various duties I had to perform, and the differ­
ent situations in which I was placed, must plead my apology 
for not furnishing a report of the services of the naval force 
employed there under my command at an earlier period; and 
more particularly as my situation, a large portion of the time, 
was such as to deny me the use of pen, ink, or paper. 

The advance and retreat of the enemy you have been made 
acquainted with irom other sources, and it now only remainr. 
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for me to make known to you the dispositions made of, and 
the services rendered bv the fnrre under my command, and 
which I feel :l pleasure in doing, as the conduct of-all was such 
as to merit my entire approbation. . 

In the general distriblltion of the forces employed In the 
defence of Blltimore, with the concurrence of the command­
ing general, I stationed lieutenant Gamhle, first of the Guer­
riere, with about 100 seamen, in command of a seven-~un 
battery, on the line uetween the roads leading from Phi­
ladelphia and Sp:lrrow's Point. 

Sailing-master De La Houch, of the Erie, and midship­
man Fidd, of the Guerriere, with twenty seamen, in com­
mand of a two-gun battery, fronting the road leading from 
Sparrow's Point. 

Sailing-master Ramage, of the Guerriere, with t~entysea. 
men, in command of a five-gun battery, to the right of the Spar. 
row's Point road. 

And midshipman Salter, with twelve seamen, in com­
mand of a one-gun battery a little to the right of Mr. Ra-
mage. l 

Lieut~nant Kuhn, with the detachment of "marines belong­
ing to the Guerriere, was posted in the entrenchm~nt between 
the batteries occupied by lieutenant Gamble ~nd sailing-mas­
ter Ramage. 

Lieutenant Newcomb, third of the Guerriere, with eighty 
seamen, occupied Fort Covington, on the Ferry Branch, a 
little below Spring Gardens. . 

Sailing-master 'Vebster, of the flotilla, with 6fty seamen of 
that corps, occupied a six-gun hatte.":>, on the Ferry Branch, 
known by the name of Babcock .. 

Lieutenant Frazier, of the flotilla, with forty-five seamen 
of the same corps, occupied a three gun battery near the La-
2aretto. 

And lieutenant Rutter, the senior officer of the flotilla, in 
command of all the barges, which were moored at the en­
trance of the passage between the Lazaretto and Fort lVPHen­
ry, in the left wing of the watt:r batten", at which \fas sta­
tioned sailing-master Hedman and fifty~four men of the flo-
illb. , 

To the officers, seamen, and marines of the Guerriere, con- , 
sidering the privations they experienced and the cheerfulness 
and zeal with which they' encountered ;very obstacle, every 
acknowledgment is due, and it would be as impossible for me 
to say t~o much in their praise, as it would be unworthy of 
the station I hold, not to mention that their discipline and 
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good conduc~ is owin; in ~ pre-eminen~ degree ~o the indefa­
tigable attentton and exertIons of that hIghly estImable officer 
lieutenant Gamble. 

The enemy's repulsion from the Ferry Branch on the night 
of the 13th instant, after he had passed Fort M'Henry with 
his barges and some light vessels, was owing to the warm re­
ception he met from Forts Covington and Babcock, command­
ed br lieutenant Newcomb and sailing-master Webster, who 
with' all under their command performed the duty assigned 
Them to admiration. 

To lieutenant Frazier commanding the three-gun battery 
at the Lazaretto, grt~at praise is due fur the constant and ani­
mated fire with which he at times assailed the enemy during 
the whole bombardment, although placed in a very exposed 
situation to rockets and shells. 

Great praise is justly due to lieutenant Rotter for his prompt. 
execution of my orders, as well as the zeal and coolness with 
which he performed all the duties of his station, althongh 
continually exposed for near 24 hours to the enemy's rockets 
::md '.shells. _ 

Similar praise is due to the officers and men, in the several 
barges of the flotilla which were immediately ul)der his com­
mand, who, withont regard to the enemy's rockets and shell~ 
maintained their position with firmness in the passage be-
tween Fort M'Henrv and the Lazaretto. . 

Sailing-master Rodman, stationed in the water-battery of 
Fort-M'Henry, with sixty seamen of the flotilla, did his 
duty in a manner worthy of the service to which he belongs. 

To master's-mate Stockton, my aid, I am greatly indebted 
for the zeal and promptitude with which he conveyed mY'or­
ders from post to post, and wherever I had occasion to com­
municate, although in some instances he had to pass through 
showers of shells and rockets. 

To Mr. Allen (brother of the late gallant captain Allen of 
the navy), who acted as my aid and remained near my per­
son, I am much indebted for the essential assistance he ren­
dered in the capacity of secretary, and conveying my orders 
wherever I found the 5am~ n<!cessary. • 

It now becomes a duty to notice the services of that gallant 
and meritorious officer, captain Spence of the navy, b~' whose 
exertions, assisted by lieutenant Hutter with the barges, the 
entrance into the bas on was so obstructed in the enemy's pre­
sence, and that too in a verv short time, as to bid defiance 
to his ships, had he attempted to force that passage. In fine, 
owing to the emergency of the service, although no definite 
t"""rn"""ran,..1 ,.",,1r1 ht:a ",,..,..: __ ~,.l ,.",_ ..... :_ C:::_"~_".6 ,,:~ ftG .... ,.~,..C! 
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were nevertheless of the first order, and where danger wag 
expected there he was to be found, animating with his pre­
senu, and encomaging b~' his conduct, all to do their duty. 
On m" leaving B ,11 imore, commodore Perry being absent, 
the co'mmand of the naval forces devolved on this excellent 
officer. 

That judv distinguished officer, commodore Perry, I am 
sorr~' to say, was so indisposed and worn out with the fatigue 
he had experienced on the Potomac, and having arrived at 
Baltimore but a short time before the bombardment com­
menced, excluded his taking an active command; at the mo­
ment, howe\'er, when the enemy threa"tened to attack our 
lines, I found he was with us, and ready to render every as­
sistance in his power. In a word, every officer, seaman, and 
marine, belonging as well to the navy as to the flotilla, per-' 
formed his duty in a manner worthy of the corps to which he 
belonged. 

I feel a delicacy in attempting to express an opinion of the 
conduct of any other corps than those particularly placed un­
der my command by the navy dep~rtment, and the more so, 
as my object is to avoid every cause of being thought pre­
suming. I must in justice, however, be permitted to say that 
the conduct of colonel Stephen Stone, commanding the first 
regiment of Maryland militia, which was formed in column 
in my rear, for the defencl:' of the lines, and whom I consi. 
dered attached to my command by order of the commanding 
general, conducted In a manner not only to give me satis­
faction, but the most incontestible proof, that that corps would 
have done its duty, had the enemy attempted to force the 
entrenchment in its vicinity. 

Much praise is also due' to major Handall, commanding a 
b:tttalion of Pennsylvania riflemen, who was also placed un­
der my comma:nd, and whom I despatched with my aid, Mr. 
Sto.ckt<;>n, to dIslodge a. party of men in the enemy's boats, 
whIch It was Supposed mtended landing near the Lazaretto 
to take ~ossession of our little three-gun battery. Mr. Stock­
ton on hIS retu~n reported to me in very high terms the zeal 
and gallantr~ dlspl'yt'6 by the major and his corps on the 
occasion. In~e<:d it is but justice to say that I have the best 
reason to belIeve, that all the corps stationed in entrench­
mt-nts, so far as came under m)l immediate observation, 
would have performed thtir respective duties in a manner 
hono~rable to themselves and to their country • 

. WIth great respect, I have the honour to be, sir, vour obe-
dIent sen'ant, JOHN HODGENS. 
The h'lnourab/e William Jones, Secretary of the NafJy-
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Copy of a lette~ from Lieutenant-Colonel Armistead to the 
Secretary of War,ttdated Fort lYPHmry, Septe.mher 24th, 
1814. 
A severe indisposition, the effect of great fatigue and ex­

posure, has prevented me hadofor~ from prt'senti~g you 
with an account of the attack upon thIs post. On the night of 
Saturday the 10th instant the British Heel, consisting of ships 
of the line, heavy frigates, and hl1mh.vessels, amounting in 
the whole to 30 sail, appeared at the mou.h of the river Patap­
sco, with every indication of an attempt on the city of BalLi-

. more. My own force consisted of one company of United 
States artillery, under captain Evans, and two companies of 
sea-fencibles, under captains Bunbury and Addison. Of 
these three companies, 35 men were unfortunately on the 
sick list, and unfit for dut\-. I had been furnished with two 
companies of volunteer a;tillery fro~ the citv of Baltimore, 
under captain Berry and lieutenant-commandant Pennington. 
-To these I must add another fine company of volunteer 
artillerists, u~der judge Nicholson, who had proffered their "', 
services to aid in the defence of this post whenever an attack 
might be apprehended; arid also a detachment from commo-
dore Barney's flotilla under lieutenant Hedman. Brigadier-
general Winder had also furnished me with about 600 in-
fantry, under the command of lieutenant-colonel Stewart 
and major Lane, consisting of detachments from the 12th, 
14th, 36th, and 38th regiments of United States troops-the 
total amounting to about 1000 effective men. 

On Monday morning very early, it was perceived that the 
(nemy was landing troops on the east side of the Patapsco, 
distant about ten miles. During that day and the ensuing 
night, he had brought sixteen ships (inc1udlOg five bomb­
ships), within about two miles and a half of this fort. I had 
arranged my force as follows:-The regular anillerisi"i un­
der captain Evans, and the volunteers under captain Nichol- ' 
son, manned the bastions in the StJr Fort. Captai,ns Bunbu­
ry's, Addison's, Rodman's, Berrv's, and lieutenant-com­
mandant Pennington's command, ~ere stationed on the low­
er works; and the infantry, undt'r li~utenanl-colonel Stewart 
and major Lane, were in the outer ditch, to Illeet, the ene-
my at his landing should he attempt one. . 

On Tuesday morning about sunrise, the enemy commenced 
the attack from his five bomb-vessels, at the distance of about 
two miles, when finding that his shells reached us, he anchor­
ed, and kept up an incessant and well directed bombardment~ 
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'Ve immediately opened our batteries, and kept up a brisk 
fire from our guns and mortars, but .fottun~tdy our shot 
and shells all fell considerabh' short of him. This was to me 

, a most distressing circumstan·ce; as it left us exposed to a con­
stant and tremendous shower of shells, wIthout the most re­
mote possibility of doing him the slightest injury. It affords 
me the highest gratification to sfate, that although we were 
left thus exposed, and thus inactive, not a man shrunk from 
the conflict. 

About two o'clock, P. M., one of the 24-pounders on the 
south-west bastion, under the immediate command of cap­
tain Nicholson, was dismounted b:· n shell, the explosion 
from which killed his second lieutenant, and wounded seve­
ral of his men; the bustle necessarily· produced in removing 
the wounded, afld remounting the gun, probably i.nduced the 
enemy to suspect that we were in a state of confusion, as he 
brought in three of his bomb-ships to what I believed to be 
good striking distance. I immediately ordered a fire to be 
opened, which was obeyed with alacrity through the whole 
garrison, and in half an hour those intruders again sheltered 
themselves by withdrawing beyond our reach. We gave three 
cheers, and again ceased firing. The enemy continued tHrow­
ing shells, with one or two slight intermissions, till one o'clock 
in the morning of 'Vednesda~, when it was discovered that 
he had availed himself of the darkness of the night, and had 
thrown a con&iderable force above to our right; they had ap­
proached very near to Fort CO\'ington, when they began to 
throw rockets; intended, I presume, to give them an oppor­
tunity of examining the shores-as I have since underst~ 
they had detached 1250 picked men, with scaling ladders, for 
the purpose of storming this fort. We once more had an op­
portuniLY of opening Our batteries, and kept up a continued 
blaze for nearly two hours, whic~1 had the effect again to drive 
them off. 

'In justice to lieutenant Newcomb, of the United States 
navy. who commanded at Fort Covington wi:h a detachment 
of sailors, and lieutenant 'Vebster of the flotilla who com­
manded. the si.x-g.un battery near the fort, I ought to state, 
that dUring thIs tIme they kept up an animated and I be­
lieye a H~:' destru~tive fir~, to which I am pe~suaded we 
are much mdebted m repulsmg the enemy. One of his sunk­
en bargt::s has since been fo~nd with two dead men in it­
others have been seen floating in the river. The only means 
we nad of directing our gUDs, was by the blaze of theIr rock-

• 
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t:ts, and and the flashes of their guns. Had they ventured ~o 
the samt situation in t~ day time, not a man would hav~ es-
caped. • 

The bombardment continued on the part of the enemy un-
til seven o'clock on Wednesday morning, when it ceased; 
and aboLlt nine, their ships got under way, and stood down 
the river. During the bombardment, which I~sted 25 hours 
(with two slight intermissions), from the best calculation I 
can make, from 15 to 1800 shells were thrown by the enemy. 
A few of these fell short. A large portion bUTst over us, 
throwing th'eir fragments amongst us, and threatening de­
struction. Many passed over, and about four hundred f~ll 
within the works.-Two of the public buildings are materi­
ally injured-the others but slightly. I am happy to inform. 
you (wonderful as it may appear) that our loss amounts only 
to four men killed and 24 wounded. The latter will reco­
ver. Among the killed, I have to lament the loss of lieute­
nant Clagget, and serjeant Clemm, both of captain Nicholson's 
volunteers; two men whose fate is to b.e deplored, not only 
for their personal bravery, but for their high standing, amia­
ble demeanour, and spotless integrity in private life. Lieute­
nant Russel, of the company under lieutenant Pennington, re­
ceived, early in the attack, a severe contusion in the heel; 
notwithstanding which he remained at his post during the 
whole bombardment. 

Were I to name any individuals who signalized themselves, 
it would be doing injustice to others. Suffice it to say, that 
every officer and soldier under my command did their duty 
to mv entire satisfaction. 

I have the honour to remain, resp~ctfully, your obedient 
servant, . 

G. ARMISTEAD, 
Jlfajor U. s .. A. 

Honourable James ]lfrmroe, Secretary of TVar. 

DIVISION ORDERS. 

Division Head-&<..!tarters, New Church street, 
September 15th, 1814. 

Brigadier-general Winder congratulates the troops of his 
command upon the suspension of the severe duty to which 
they have been exposed for the last four days. 

The garrison of Fort M'Henry, under'the command of 
major ~rR)istead, are entitled. to, and receiv.e the warmc .. st 

VOL. IV. [Cc] 
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acknowledgments and praise from th~ brigadie;-general, for 
their steady, firm, and intrepid depoi'rmellt du~ng ,an alm~st 
incessant bombardment for twenty-four hours, (lurIng WhlC~ 
time they were exposed to an incessant shower of shells. 

The militia artillery of the third brigade, under captains 
Nicholson and Berry, and lieutenant Pennington, vied with 
the regulars'in a firmness and composure which would have 
honoure~ veterans, and prove that they were )Vorthy to co­
operate with- the regular artillery, infantry, and sea-fencibles, 
in defence of that important post. Major Armistead receives 
also the warmest acknowledgments of the general command­
ing, for his able, vigilant, and exact arrangements before and 
during this period of arduous duty, as well as for the uni· 
form zeal, vigour, anti ability he has discovered in his prepa­
rations for the defence of the post immediately committed to 
his charge, as for the prompt and efficacious manner in which 
he has complied, under great and perplexing difficulties, with 
deman'ds from all quarters for ammunition, ' 

Lieutenant-colonel Stewart and major Lane, neither of 
wham were required to expose themselves in this dangerous 
post, will please accept the brigadier-general's warmest ack. 
nowledgments for the handsome and gallant manner in which 
they volunteered to take command of the regular infantry; 
who, with their officers and men, have evinced the most reso­
lute and steady intrepidity in the midst of imminent and 101lg­
continued danger. 

The squadron ofU nited States light dragoons under captain 
Bird, have proved, by the indefatigable and bold manner in 
which they have constantly kept upon the very lines of the 
~nemy under the fire of his guards, and the reg~lar and exact 
10telligence which they. have constantly given of his situation, 
that they want nothing but an.opportunity to signalise them­
selves. ~he ~ol~ and intrepid charges which serjean~ Keller, 
of cap~aln Bll"d s c~mpanr, made upon the rear guard oft~e 
retreating enemy, WIth but three dragoons, in which he diS­

persed ,a gu~rd ~f 18 fusileers" taking six of them prisBners 
10 ~esplte .0. t.helr fir~ and that of a four-pounder within half 
callister dIstance, whIch made three discharges at him, de­
s~rves t~e highest approbation; and the skill and dexterity 
w~th whIch he al;~omplished this bolcl'achievement proves he 
Will be competent to a more considerable command to which 
the justice of his government will no doubt advan~e him. 

,B~is:adie~~g,eneral Do.uglass, with his entire brigade of 
VI~gmla mIlitia, have eVince::!, during four days of the most 
actIve and arduous duties, unuer the severest privations of 
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rest and refreshment..in constant exposure ~~ the llnusu~l 
inclemency o( the wea'1fler for the season, a patience, obedi­
ence, and ala<!rity for the most dangerous duties, which can­
not be surpassed; and the prompt and eager pursuit in which 
they yesterday engaged, after the retreating enemy, in the 
midst of heavy and constant rain,after such a series of suf­
fering and fatigue, ·is the best evidence which can be given 
that the patriotism whic.h so promptly led them to the field 
in defence of tht:ir country, was bottomed upon a courage 
which dangers and difficulties cannot subdue. 

Lieutenant-colonel GriBin Taylor, with, his .regiment also 
of Virginia militia, who was left in charge of the defences 
in part on the Ferry Branch, has proved by his judicious ar­
rapgements, and the. zealous manner in which he was sup­
ported by his men and officers, that he only wanted an occa­
sion to prove himself and them the worthy co-adjutors Gf 
their countrymen. 

The enemy has retired from our city, and it i~ to be hoped 
under such circumstances as will deter him from again at­
tempting it. Those gallant Virginians will have the consola­
tion of believing they have essentially contributed to its 
safety •. 

The enemy, however, has at present only taken refuge in 
his ships-he still remains in our vicinity, and may, and pro­
bably will. return, if he know.s there is the least relaxation 
of vigilance or readiness. The commanding officers of corps 
and detachments will therefor~ exert themseh'es with unre­
mitting diligence to repair the great damages of the late fa­
tigue and exposure; to refresh their troops and hold them in 
readiness for moving at a moment's... warning. 'i> 

By order. 
ROBERT G. HITE, 

.Assistant Adjutant-General. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head-§<....uarters, Baltimore, September 19, 1814. 

The enemy having been compelled to retire from before 
this .city, the major-general commanding takes pleasure in 
congratulating the troops under his comt.nand, upon a relaxa­
tion of t!.ose severe duties to which they':ere for some days 
necessarily exposed. The readiness to which they submitted 
to privations of every kind, was as gratifying to him as the 
alacrity with which they flew to arms for the protection of the 
~jty. He feels a particular pleasure in imparting to every of-
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:ficer and soldier his warm acknowled,Jments for the zeal they 
displayed in marching to meet the enemy, ,~'h9se obje~t by 
his own declaration is known to be devastatIon and rutn to 
every assailable point on the seaboard. It is with peculiar sa­
tisfa~tion the commanding general seizes this opportunity of 
acknowledging the ver~' great assistance he has received from 
the 'counsel and active exertions of tommodore Rodgers. His 
exertions, and those of his brave officers and seamen, have 
contributed in a very eminent degree to the safety of the ci­
ty, and should be remembered with lively emotions of gra· 
titude by every citizen. 

The successful defence of Fort l\i'Henry by major Ar· 
mistead of the United States army, having under his com· 
,mand (besides his own corps) three companies of colonel 
Harris's regiment of artinery, commanded by captains Berry 
and Nicholson, and lieutenant Pennington-and part of the 
36th and 38th regiment United States infantry, commanded 
by lieutenant·colonel Stewart, is beyond all praise. Their gal. 
lantry and intrepidity enabled them to defend the fort against 
every effort of the enemy, and there is no doubt that this in· 
trepid officer will he rewarded by the government. The vo· 
luntary services of major Lane, of the 14th regiment United 
States infantry, were highly useful, and duly appreciated by 
major Armistead. Lieutenant Newcomb of the navy, who 
commanded Fort Covington, and lieutenant \Vebster of the 
flotilla, the city battery, perfor~ed their respective duties to 
the entire satisfaction of the commanding general. 

To brigadier-general \Vinder he tenders his thanks for his' 
aid, co-operation, and prompt pursuit of the enemy. To brio 
gadier-general Douglass, with his brigade, and to colonel Tay· 
lor, with his regiment of Virginia militia, called into service 
for the defence of Washington, the commanding general also 
makes a tender of his acknowledgments. They have sustain. 
etl prhrations with pcnience, and submitted to a soldier's life 
with a temper that does them credit. To the officers much 
praise is due (or the discipline they have introduced, for their 
attention to their men, and prompt obedience to orders. 

To bri?~~ier-general ~tri~ker and the third brigade of Ma· 
~yland mllttla, every prals; .IS due; the city being threatened, 
It became the duty of the CItIzens to be foremost in its defence. 
He claimed tht; honour, and the brave officers and men under 
his comma.nd hailed with delight, the opportunity of meeting 
the cn~my s attack! he met the enemy and engaged him,and 
~v~en compelled by superior number~ to retreat he effected 
It In order, and rallied on his reserve, and 'fro~ thence re-
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tired to the ground ~ich had been assigned him near the 
lines. The particula?r of the action, and the just praise due 
to each officer, are given by the brigadier-general in his re­
port. He reports the 27th regiment under colonel Long as 
having in a particular manner distinguished itself.-he gives 
due,praise to the fifth, under colond,Sterett, and 39th under 
colonel Fowler. He reports that his reserve under colonel 
M(Donald merited his approbation, and that the artillery un­
der captain Montgomery highly distinguished itself. He ap­
plauds in terms which are flattering, the conduct of major 

\ Pinkney's battalion of riflemen, the command of which on 
this occasion having devolved on captain Dyer. He mentions 
in honourable terms the bravery and good conduct of major 
Heath of the fifth, who had two horses shot under him, and 
of captains Spangler and Metzgar commanding companies 
from Pennsylvania, and of captainQuantr~1 with a c,ompany 
from Hagerstown. 

The Pennsylvania volunteers, without commissions, repair­
ed to the post of danger, chose officers and organized them­
selves into regiments, performed all the duties of soldiers, 
and have recommended themselves in a particular manner 
to the attention of the commanding general. 'luch praise is 

, also due to generals Stansbury and Forman. Their men came 
out principally en masse, and when ~ssembled were to be or­
ganized, armed, equipped, and disciplined. All this has been 
effected through their ipdefatigable exertions. To these gen­
tlemen the commanding general tenders his sinc~re thanks. 
The enthusiasm shown by their men on the approach of the 
enemy, gave a full assurance that reliance might be placed 
on them. 

The light corps under major Randall performed in a man­
ner; highly honourable the services assigned it, and the ma­
jor's conduct evinced a firmness, bravery, and talent for a 
military life. • 

The excellent discipline and order of the artillel'Y under 
colonel Harris, and marine artillery under captain Stiles, af­
fords a certainty of their good conduct. The regularity which 
prevails in those corps does them honou}, and affords an ex­
cellent example to o.hers. Fatiguing as were the duties im­
posed on the United States cavalry, unfler captain Bird, and 
the m ilitia cavalry, under lieutenant-colonels Moore, ,Biays, 
Street, and Tilghman, and captain Lee, they were performed 
with an alacrity and promptness highly honourable to the of­
ficers and men. To captain Thompson of the flying .artillery, 
and his company, the comma~ding general tenders his thanks 
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for their unremitting personll attention as his guard, their 
readinefis in carn'ing orders, and the v~ious separate duties 
assigqed them-and to major Barney and captain .Thomp­
son. with their COlpS of observation, for the correct mforma­
tion recein:d from them. 

The guns at the lazaretto were w~ll serve.d by lieutenant 
Rutter of the flotilla, whose conduct JO the dIscharge of that, 
as well as the highly important duty of advanct:d night-guardi 
to the fort, has met the entire approbation of the command­
ing general. To the committee of \·igilance and safety he 
feels himself under particular obligations to acknowledge the 1 

many advantages he deri\'t:d from their exertion in providing 
the ;neans necessarv for defence. 

Such was the determined zealevinced on the part of every 
brigade and corps under his. command', that the commanding 
general is impressed with a full conviction, that had the ene­
my made his attack, it would have terminated in his discom­
fiture and defeat. 

By order of major-general S. Smith. 
, \VILLIAM BATES, 

Assistant adjutant-general, D • .ftJ. 111. 

Admiralty Office, October 17. 
lit 

Captain Crofton, acting Cnptain of his majesty·s ship the 
Ho':al Q'1k, arrived this morning at this office with despat~hes 
from Vil t~.-Admiral the Honourable Sir Alexander Coch­
rane, K. B. addressed to John Wilson Croker, Esq., of which 
the following are copies:-

His Mdjesty's Ship Tonnant, ChesajJeake, September 17. 
Sir, 

I request that you will be pleased to inform my lords com­
missioners of the admiralty, that the approaching equinoctial 
new moon rendering it .unsafe to proceed immediately out 
of the Chesapeake with the combined expedition, to act upon 
the plans which had been concerted previous to the depar­
ture of the Iphigenia; major-general Ross and myself resolved' 
to occupy the intermediate time to advantage, by making a 
demonstration on the city of Baltimore, which might be con­
v.ert~d into a real attack, should circumstances appear to jus­
tify It; and as our arrangemt'nts were soon made, I proceeded 
up this river. and anchored off the month of the Patapsco, 
on the 11th i:->"tant, where the frigates and smaller vessels 
entered at a convtnient distance for landing the troops. 

At an eany hour next morning, the disembarkation of the 

• \ 
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arm" was effected without opposition, having attached to it 
a br~gade of 600 seamen under cClptain Edward Cr0fton (late 
of the Leopard); the second battalion of llnrines of the squad­
ron, and the colonial black marines, Rear-admiral Cockburn 
accompanied the geneL,l, to advise and arrange as might be 
deemed necessarv for our comhined efforts. 

So soon as the' army moved forward, I hoisted my flag in 
the Surprise, and with the remainder of the frigates, bombs, 
sloops, and the rocket-ships, parsed farther IIp the river, to 
render what co-operation could be found practicable. 

While the bomb-vessels were working up, in order that we 
might open our fire upon the enemy's fort at daybreak next 
morning, an account was brought to me, that gl nt-ral Ross, 
when reconnoitering the en(~m~', had recei\'ed a mortal wound 
by a musket-ball, which closed his glorious career before he 
could be brought off to the ship. 

It is a tribute due to the memor~' of this gallant and re­
spected officer, to pause in m~' relation, while I lament the 
loss his majesty's service and the army of which he was 
one of the brightest ornaments, ha\'e sustaine.d by his death. 
-The unanimity, the zeal whiLh he manifested 0!1 every oc­
casion, while I had the honour of serving \\"ith him, gave life 
and ease to the most arduous undertakings.-Too heedless 
of his personal security when in the fidd, his devotion to the 
care and honour of his army has caused the termination of 
his valuable life. The ma.Jor-general has left a wife and 
family, for whom I am confidept his grateful country will pro­
vide. 

The skirmish ",hich had deprived the army of its brave 
general was a prelude to a most decisive victory over the 
flower of the enemy's troops. Colonel Brook, on whom the 
command devolved, having pushed forward our force to 
wilhin five miles of B;lltimore, where the enem,', about six 
or 7000, had taken up an advanced position, stre~gthened by 
field-pieces, and where he had disposed himself, apparently 
with the intention of milking a determined resistance, fell 
upon the enemy with such impetuosity that he was obliged 
soon to give way and fly in cvn," direLtirm, leaving on the 
field of battle a considerable number of killed ane) wounded, 
and two pieces of cannon. 

For the particulars of this brilliant affair, I beg leave to re­
fer their lordships to rear-admiral Cockburn's despatch, trans­
mitted herewith. 

At day-break the next morning, the bombs having their 
stations within shell range, supported by the Surprise, ,yjth 
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the other frigates and sloop~, opened their fire. upon the fort 
that protected the entrance of the harbtmr, and I had now an 
opportunity of observing the strength and the preparations 
of the enemy. 

The approach to the town on the land side was defended 
by commanding heights, upon which was constructed a chaia 

. of redoubts connected bv a breast-work, with a ditch in front, 
an extensive train of ardllen·, and show of force that was re­
ported to be from 15 to 20,000 men. 

The entrance bv sea, within which the town is retired 
nearly three miles: was entirely obscured by a barrier of ves­
sels sunk at the mouth of the harbollr, defended inside by 
gun-boats, flanked on the right by a strong and regular forti­
fication, and on the left bv a battery of several heavy guns. 

These preparations r~ndering it impracticable to afford 
any essenti;.ll co-operation by sea, I considered that an attack 
on the enemy's strong position by the army only, with such 
disparity of force, though confident of Sllccess, might risk a 
greater loss than the possession of the town woulcj compen­
sate for, while holding in view the ulterior operations of this 
force in the contemplation of his majesty's government; and, 
therefore,. as the primZlry object of our movement had been 
already full\' accomplished, I communicated my observations 
to colonel Brook, who coinciding with me in opinion, it was 
mutuall\' a~reed th:1t we should withdraw. 

The following morning the army began leisurely to retire; 
and so s~lutary was the effect produced on the enemy by the 
(Lfeat he had experienced, that notwithstanding every op­
portunity was offaed for his repeating the conflict, with an 
infinite 'superiority, our troops re.embarked without molesta­
tion; tht: ships of war dropped down as the army retired. 

The result of this demonstration has been the defeat of the 
army of the enemy, the destruction, by themselves, of a 
quantity of shipping, the burning of an extensive rope-walk, 
and other public erections, the causing of them to remove 
their property from the city, and above all, the collecting and 
harassing of his armed inhabitants from the surrounding 
country; producing a total stagnation of their commerce; and 
heaping upon them considerable expenses, at the same time 
~ffectually drawing off their attention and support from other 
Important quarters. 

It has. bee~ the source of t~e. greatest gratification to me, 
the ~ontmua~lOn of that unanmuty existing between the two 
serVices, which I have before noticed to their lordsnips: and 
I have reason to assure them, th:lt the command of the army 

• , 
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has fallen upon a most zealous and able officer in colonel 
Brook. who has followed up the system of cordiality that had 
been so beneficially adopted by his much-lamented c.hief. 

Rear-admiral Cockburn, to whom I had confided that part 
of the naval service which was conn~cted with the army, 
evinced his usual zeal and ability, and executed his impor­
tant trust to mv entire satisfaction. 

Rear-admiral Malcolm, who regulated the collection, de­
barkation, an~l re-embarkation of the troops, and the supplies 
they required, has merited my best thaJ!lks for his indefatiga­
ble exertions; and I have to express my acknowledgments 
for ·the counsel and assistance afforded us in all our opera­
tions, I have received fr~m rear-admiral Codrington, the cap.l 
tain of the fleet. 
- The captains of the squadron who were employed in the 
various duties afloat, were all emulous to promote the service 
in which they were engaged, and, with the officers acting un­
der them, are entitled to my fullest approbation. 

I beg le~ve to call the attention of their lordships to the 
report rear-admiral Cockburn has made of the meritorious 
and gallant conduct of the naval brigade; as well as the ac­
companying letter from colonel Brook, expressing his obli­
gations to captain Edward Crofton, who commanded; and 
captains T. B. Sullivan, Rowland, Money, and Robert Ram­
say, who had c,harge of divisions; -and I have to recommend 
these officers, together with those who are particula.rly no­
ticed by the rear-admiral, to their lordships' favourable (.on­
sideration. 

Captain Robyns of the royal marines, who commanded 
the marines of the squadron on this occasion, and in the 
operations against Washington, being severely wounded, I 
beg leave to bring him to their lordships recollection, as hav­
ing been frequently noticed for his gallant conduct during the 
services on the Chesapeake, and to recommend him, with 
lieutenant Sampson Marshall, of the Diadem, who is danger­
ously wound~d, to their lordships' favour and protection. 

First lieutenant John Lawrence, of the royal marine ar­
tillery, who commanded the rocket brigade, has again ren­
dered essential service, and is highly spoHn of by colonel 
Brook. ~ 

Captain Edward Crofton, who will have the honour of 
delivering this despatch, is competent to explain any fur­
ther particulars; and I beg leave to recommend him to their 

VOL. IV. . [D d] 
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lordships' protection, as a most zealous and intelligent offi­
cer. 

I have the honour to be, &:c. 
ALEXANDER COCHHANE, 

Via-Admiral, and Commander in Chiif. 
To John fVilson Croker, 8:i'c. 

Colonial Department. 

Downing street, Octobu 17. 
Captain l\iacdotlgaU arrived early this morning with a 

despatch addressed to earl Bathurst, one of his majesty's 
principal secretaries of state, by colonel Brook, of which 
the following is a copy:-

On board his .fofajesty's Ship Tonnant, 
Chesapeake, September 17,1814: 

]\fy Lord,-
I have (he honour to inform your lordship, that the divi­

sion of troops under the command of major-general Ross 
effected a disembarkation on the morning of the twelfth of 
September, near North Point, on the left point of the Pa­
tapseo River, distant from Baltimore about thirteen miles, 
with a view of pushing a reconnoissance, in co-operation 
with the naval forces, to that town; and acting thereon as the 
enemy's strength and positions might be found to dictate. 

The :-?proach on this side to Baltimore lies through a small 
peninsula formed by the Patapsco and Back Hivers, and ge­
nerally from two'to three miles broad, while it narrows in 
some places to less than half a mile. 

Three miles from North Point the enemy had entrenched 
himself quite across this nec~ of land, towards which (the 
disembarkation having been completed at an early hour) the 
troops advanced. 

The enemy was actively employed in the completion of 
this work, deepening the ditch, and strengthening its front by 
a low abattis, both which, however, he precipitately abandon­
ed on the appro<lch of our skirmishes, leaving in our hands 
some few dragoons, being part of his rear guard. 

About two miles beyond this post our advance became en­
g.aged, the c.ountry was here c1osel~' wooded, and the enemy's 
1·1f1.t:men were enabled to conceal themselves. At this mo­
me.nt the gallant gtneral Ross received a wound in his breast, 
which proved mortal. He only survived to recommend a 
young and unprovided family to ,lie protection of his king 
and H;u~~tn. 
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Thus 'fell at an early age one of the brightest ornaments of 
his profession; one who, whether at,the head of a-l"egiment, 
a brigade, or corps, had alike displayed the talents- of com-

- mand; who was not less beloved in his private, than enthusi­
astically admired in his public character; and whose only fault, 
jf it may be "deemed so, was an exce5S of gallantry, enterprise, 
and devotion to the service. . 

If ever it were permitted-to a soldier to lament those who 
fall in battle, we may indeed in this instance 'Claim that me-

Jlancholy privilege. - . 
Thus it is, that the honour of addressing your lordship, 

and the command of this army have devolved upon me; du­
ties, which, under any other circumstances, might have been 
embraced as the most enviable gifts of fortune; and here I, 
venture to ~olicit, through your lordship, his royal highness 
the prince regent's consideration to the circumstances of my 
succeeding, during oper~tions of so much moment, to an of­
ficer of such high rank and established merit. 

Our advance continuing to press forward, the enemy's light 
troops were pushed to within five miles of Baltimore, where 
a corps of about six thousand men, six pieces of artillery, and 
some hundred cavalry were "discovered posted under cover 
of a wood, _ drawn up in a very dense order, and lining a 
strong paling, which crossed the main road nearly at right 
angles. The creeks and inlets of the Patapsco and Back Ri­
vers, which approach each other at this point, will in some 
measure account for the contracted nature of the enemy's 
position. 

I immediately ordered the- necessary dispositions for a ge­
neral attack. The light brigade,' under the command of ma­
jor Jones of the fourth, consisting of the eight'--fifth light in­
fantry under major Gubbins,- and the light companies of the 
army under major Pringle,. of the twenty-first, covered the 
whole of the front, driving in the enemy's skirmishers with 
great loss on his main ariny. The fourth regiment under ma­
jor Faunce, by a detour through some hollow ways, gained, 
unperceived, a lodgment close upon the enemy's left. The 
remainder of the right brigade, under the command of the 
honourable lieutenant-colonel Mullins, consisting of the for­
ty.fourth regiment, uuder major Johnson, the marines of the 
fleet under captain Robyns, and a detachment of seatnen un­
der captain Money, of the Taave, formed line along the ene­
my's front, while the left brigade under colonel Paterson, cOri­
sisting of the twenty-first regiment, commanded by major 
Whitaker, the second battalion of marines, by lieutenant·co-
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lonel Malcolm, and a detachment of marines, by major Lew­
is rem- ined in columns on the road, with orders to deploy 
tC: hi,; left, and press the enem\"s right the moment the 
ground became sufficientl~- ope~ to admit of that move­
ment. 

In this Qr.der, the si~nal being gi\-en, the whole of the troops 
advanced rapidl~- to the charge. In less than fif~een minutes, 
the enem,'s forces heing l.l'tterlv broken and dl'lpersed, fled 
in every direction over the country, leaving on the field two 
pieces ~f cannon, with a considerable numbt:r of killed, wound­
ed, and prisoners. 

The enem,- lost in thIs short but brilliant affair from five 
to six hundred in killed and wounded; while at the most mo­
derate computation, he is at least/one thousand hors de com­
bat. The fifth regiment of militia, in particular, has been re­
presented as nearly annihilated. 

The day being now far advanced, and the troops (as is al­
ways the case on the first march after disembarkation) much 
fatigued, we halted for the night on the ground of which the 
enemy had been dispossessed. Here I received a communi­
cation from vice-admiral the honourable sir Alexander Coch­
rane, informing mt: that the frigates, bomb-ships, and flotilla 
of the fleet, would on the ensuing morning take their stations 
'3S previously proposed. 

At day-break OIl the thirteenth, the army again advanced, 
and at 10 o'clock I occupied a favourable position eastward 
of Baltimore, distant about a mile and a half, and from whence 
I could reconnoitre at mv leisure the defences of that town. 

Baltimore is completel).' surrounded by strong but detached 
hills, on which the enemy had constructed a chain of palli­
saded redoubts, connected by a small breast-work: I have, 
however, reason to think that the defence to the northward 
and westward of the place were in a ven- unfinished state. 
Chinkapin hill, which lay in front of our p~sition, completely 
commands the town; this was the strong,st part of the line, 
~~d here the enem~- seemed most apprehensive of attack. 
J hese works were defended, accorclinrr to the best informa­
ti<:>n which We could obtain, by about fifteen thousctnd men, 
With a large train of artillen'. 

Judging it perfectI-, feasible, with the description of forces 
und.er my ~ommand, I made arrangements for a ni.vht attack, 
dunng which the superiority of the enem~"s artill~ry would 
not be so murh felt, and captain ~Iacdougall, the bearer of 
these ~t:spatches, \~Ill have .the bonour to point out to your 
lordship those particular POlDts of the line which I had pro­
posed to a( t on~ 
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During the evening, however, I received a communication 
from the commander in chief of the naval forces, Iw which I 
was informed, that in consequence of the entrance of the 
harbour being closed up by vessels sunk for that purpose by 
the enemv. a naval co-opaa'tion against the town and camp 
was found impracticable. 

Under these circumstances, and keepin~ in view ~ our lord­
ships' instructions, it was a~ret'd between the vict admiral and 
myself, th-at the capture of the town would not have been a 
sufficient equivalent to the loss which might probably be sus­
tained in storming the heights. 

Having formed this resolution, after compelling the enemy 
to sink upwards of twenty vessels in diiferent parts of the 
harbour, causing the citizens to remove almost the whole of 
their property to the places of more security inland, obliging 
the government to concentrate all the militar~' forct> of the 
surrounding states, harassing the militia, and forcing them 
to collect from many remote districts, c.ausing the enemy 
to burn a valuable rope-walk, with other public bujldings. in 
order to clear the glacis in front of their redoubts, besides 

. having beaten and routed them iR a general action, I retired 
on the fourteenth, three miles from the position which I had 
occupied, where I halted during some hours. 

This tardy movement was' p~rth· caused by an expectation 
that the enemy might possibly be induced to move out of the 
entrenchments and follow U5; but he profited by the lesson 
which he had received on the twelfth, and towards the even­
ing I retired the troops about three miles and a half further, 
where I took up my ground for the night. 

Having ascertained, at a late hour on the morning of the 
fifteenth, -that the enemy had no disposition to quit his en­
trenchments, I moved down and re- embarked the army at 
North Point, not leaving a man behind, and carrying with 
me 200 prisoners, being persons of the best families in the 
city, and which number might have been very considerably 
increased, was not the farigue of the troops an object prin­
cipally to be avoided. 

I have now to remark to your lordship, that nothing could 
surpass the zeal, unanimity and ardour displayed by every 
description of force, whether naval, militar~;, or marine, dur­
ing the whole of these operations. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
ARTHUH BROOK, 

Colonel, commanding. 
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[Here follows a number of uninteresting paragraphs of 
thanks to various officers.] 

"I' 
~ 

Ret!lrn oj the killed and wounded in action with th~ enemg";?~ 
near Baltimore, on the 12th oj Sf'ptemher, 1814. ' , 

One general staff, 1 subaltern, 2 st'ljeants, 35 rank and file, 
killed; 7 captains, .... subalterns, 11 serjeants, 229 rank and 
file, wounded. 

,.1' 

His Majesty's Ship Severn, in the Patalsco, 
15th September, 181 •• 

Sir, . 
In furtherance of the instructions I had the honour to re-- ' 

ceive from you on the 11 th instant, I landed at daylight,of 
the 12th with major-general Ross and the force under his 
command, at a plaet·-the general and myself had previously 
fixed upon, near to North Point, at the entrance of the Pa­
tapsco, and, in conformity with his wishes, I determined-an 
remaining on shore, and accompanying the army to render 
him every assistance within my power during the contem­
plated movements and operations; therefore, sOin as our 
landing was completed, I directed captain No, of this 
ship, to advance up the Patapsco with the frig ,sloops, 
and bomb-ships, to bombard the fort, and thre,lten the water 
approach to Baltimore, and I movt'd on with the army and 
seamen (under captain Edward Crofton) attached to it, on 
the direct road leading to the abovementioned town. 

We had advanced about five miles (wi'thout other occ'llr­
rence than taking prisoners ,a tew light horsemen), when the 
general and myself, being with the advanced guards, observed 
a division of the ,enemy posted at a turning of the road, ex­
tending into a wood on our left; a sharp fire was almost im­
mediately opened upon us from it, and as quickly returned 
with considerable dfect by our advanced guard, which press­
ing steadily forward, soon obliged the enemy to run off lyith 
the utmost precipitation, leaving behind him several men 
killed and wounded; but it is with the most heartfelt sorrow 
I have to add, that in this short and desultory skirmish, my 
gallant and highl~' valued friend, the major-general, received 
a musket-ball through his arm into his breast, which proved 
fatal to him on his way to the \v,ater-side for re-embarkation. 

Our country, sir, has lost in him one of its best and bravest 
soldiers, and Ihose who knew him, as I did, a friend most 
h?noured and .bel~ved~ and I trust, sir, that I may be for­
given for consldermg It a sacred duty lowe to him to men-
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tion here, that whilst his wounds were binding up, and we 
were placing him on the bearer which W:I<; to C~lT'.' him off 
the field, he assured me the wounds he had rec, i\,.d .n the 
performance of hi" dut\' to his countl,\, callsen him not a 
pang; but he felt alone, anxiet:, for a wife and familv dearer 
to him than his life, whom, in the event of the fatal termina­
tion he foresaw, he recommended to the:- protection and no­
tice of his majesty's government, and the country. 

Colonel Brook, on whom the command of the army now 
devolved, having corne up, and the bod\' of our troops hav­
ing closed with the advanc.e, the whole proceeded forward 
about two miles further, where we observed the enemy in 
force drawn up before us (apparently about six or seven 
thousand strong); on perceiving our arm\', he filed off into 
a large and extensive wood on his right, from which he com­
menced a cannon.ldc on llS from his field-pieces, and drew 
up his men behind a thick palin!;, where he appeared deter­
mined to make his stand. Our field-guns answered his with 
evident advantage, and so soon as colonel Brook had made 
the necessary dispositions, the attack was ordered, and exe­
cuted in the highest st~le possible. The enemy opened his 
musketry on us from his whole line; immediatelr we ap­
proached within reach of it, and kept up his fire till we reach­
ed and entered the wood,. when he gave way in every direc­
tion, and was chased b\, us a considerable distance with great 
slaughter, abandoning his post of the meeting-house, situated 
in thi.s wood, and le.a\'ing all his wounded-and two of his field­
guns m our possessIOn. 

An advance of this description against superior numbers 
of an enemy so strongly posted, could not be effected with­
out loss. I have the honour to inclose a return of what has 
been suffered by those of the naval department, acting with 
the arrny on this occasion; and it is, sir, with the greatest pride 
and pleasure I report to you, that the brigade of seamen with 
small arms, commanded by captain Edward Crofton, assisted 
by captains Sullivan, Money, and Hamsey (the three senior 
commanders with the fleet), who commanded divisions un­
der him, behaved with a gallantry and steadiness which would 
have done honour to the oldest troops, and which attracted 
the admiration of the army. The seamen under Mr. Jack­
son, master·s mate of the Tonnant, attached to the rocket 
brigade, commanded by the first lieutenant Lawrence, of the 
marines, behaved also with equal skill and bravery. The ma­
rines landed from the ships under the command of captain 
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Robvns, the senior officer of that corps, belonging to the 
fleet~ behaved with their usual gallantry. . 

Although, sir, in making to ''au my report of this action, 
I know it is right I should confine myself to mentiqning only 
the conduct of those belonging to the naval department, yet 
I may be excused for venturinE\ further to state to you gf'ne. 
rally the high admiration with which I viewed the conduct~ 
of the whole army, and the ability and gallantry with which.~ 
it was managed and headed by its brave colonel, which in':'f 

" sured to it the success it met with. .. 
The night being fast approaching and the troops much fa .. : 

tigued, colond Brook determined on remaining for the night'" 
on the field of battle, and on the morning of the 13th, leaving­
a small guard at the meeting-house to collect and protect the 
wounded, we again moved forward towards Baltimore, on 
approaching which it was found to be defended byextremelyq 
strong works on every side, and immediately in front of us' 
by an extensive hill, on which was an entrenched camp,' and 
great quantities of artillery. and the information we collec~1 
ed, added to what we observed, gave us to believ,e there were 
at least within their works from 15 to 20,000 men. Colonel 
Brook lost no time in reconnoitering these defences, aftrr 
which he made his arrangement for storming, during the en­
suing night, with his gallant little army, the entrenched camp 
in our front, notwithstanding all the difficulties which it pre. 
sented. The subsequent communications which we opened 
with you, however, induced him to relinquish again the idea, 
and therefore yesterday morning the army retired leisurely 
to the meeting-house, where it halted for some hours to make 
the neces~ary arrangements respecting the wounded and the 
prisoners taken on the 12th, which being completed, it made 
a further short movement in the evening towards the place 
where it had disembarked, and where it arrived this morn­
ing f~r re-emharkation, without suffering the slightest,mo­
lestatlOn fr~m the enemy, who, in spite of his superiority of 
numbers, did not even venture to look at us during this slow, 
and deliberate retreat. 

As you, ~r, were in person with the advanced frigates, 
sloops, and bomb-vessels, and as, from the road the army 
took, I did not see them after quitting the beach, it would be 
superfluous for me to make any report to you respecting them. 
I h~\'e now, therefor~, only to assure you of my entire satis­
factIOn and approbation of the conduct of every officer and 
man employed under me, during the operations above detail-
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e.:l, and to express to you how particularly I consider myself 
indebted to captain Edward Crofton (acting captain of the 
Royal Oak), for the gallantn', abilit~" and zl"al with which he 
led on the brigade of seamen in the action of the 12th, and 
executed all the other services with whir h he has been in­
trusted since our landing; to captain White (acting captain of 
the Albirlll), who attended me as my aid-de-camp the whole 
time, and rendered me e\'er~' possible assistance; to captains 
Sullivan, Money, and l{amsay, who commanded divisions of 
the brigade of seamen; to lieutenant James Scott of the Al­
bion, whom I have had such frequent cause to mention to 
you on former occasions, and who in the battle of the 12th 
commanded a division of seamen, and behaved most gallant­
ly, occasionally also acting as an extra aid-de-camp to myself; 
captain Robyns, who commanded the marines of the fleet. 
and who was severely wounded during the engagement, I 
also beg to recommend to your favourable notice and consi­
deration, as weB as lieutenant G. C. Urmston, of the Albion, 
whom I placed in command of the smaller boats, to endea­
Vour to keep up a communication between the army and na­
vy, which he effected with great persen'rance, and thereliy 
rendered us most essential service. In short, sir, every indi­
vidual seemed animated with equal anxiety to distinguisll 
himself by good conduct on this occasion, and I trust there­
fore the whole will be deemed worthy of your approbation. 

Captain Nourse, of the Severn, was good enough to re­
ceive m~' flag for this snvice; he rendered me great assist­
ance in getting the ships to the different stations within the 
river, and when the storming of the fortified hill was con­
templated, he hastened to my assistance, with a reinforce­
ment of seamen and marines; and I should conSIder myself 
wanting in candour and justice did I not particularly point 
out, sir, to you, the high opinion I entertained of the enter­
prise and ability of this valuable officer, not only for his C011-

duct on this occasion, but on the ven' man\ others, on which 
I have employed him, since \\ith me in th~ Chesapeake. 

I have the honour to be, &:c. 
G. COCKBURN, 

Rear·admirai. 
fice-admiral tile honourable sir A. Cr;citrane, 

K. B. commander in c!lief, :de. 

VdL. IV. rE e1 
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On board his J/tIaj~sty's Ship, Tonnan" 
Dear Sir, Septrmber 15, 1814. . 

I heg leave to be allowed to state to y?U, how ?luch 
I feel indebted to captain Crofton, commandmg the brIgade 
of sailors from his majesty's ships under your command, as 
also to captains Sullivan, Money, and Ramsay, for their very 
great exertions in performing every formation made by his 
majesty's troops; having seen myself those officers expose 
themselves in the hottest of the enemy's fire, to keep their 
men in line 0; march with the disciplined troops. The obe­
dient and steady conduct of the sailors, believe me, sir, ex­
cited the admiration of every individual of the army, as well 
as mv greatest gratitude. 

'Believe me to 'be, dear sir, &c. 
(Sign~d) ARTHUR BROOK, 

Colonel, commanding. 
Vic~-admiral the honourable sir A. Cochrane, 

K. B, commander in chief, &c. 
Killed and wounded belonging to the Navy, disembarked with 

the army under Major, General Ross, September 12,.1814. 
Total killed-l petty officer, 3 seamen, 3 marines. 
Total wounded-l officer, 6 petty officers, 22 seamen, 15 

marines. 
(Signed) G. COCKBUHN, 

Rear-admiral. 

Sir, ~ "Tonf;ant, in the Chesapealu:, September 22. 
I transmit to you herewith, returns of the killed, wounded, 

and missing, in the d~monstration on Baltimore, between the 
12th and 1 th instan . 

I han; .he honour to be, &ce. 
A. COCHRANE, 

Vice-admiral and commanaer in chief. 
J. W. Croker, Esq. ., 
Killed, wounded, and missingoftlze Naval brigade commafzded 

hy Captain E~war~ Crofton of his fl-Iajesty's ShiP. Royal 
Oak, and servmg "WIth the army on shore, under MaJot-Ge­
Tural Ross, Oil the 12th September, 1814. 
Total killed, woundt:d, and missing_6 killed 32 wound- , 

~d, 1 missing. ' 
Kil/c.d and "Wounded of the .marine ,brigade commanded by C.p­

tam Rob!fns, !?oya/ mannes, of his Majestf/'s Ship Tonnant, 
and servzng III tlte army under lJiajor-GeMral Rosl

t 
12th 

September, 1814. 
Total_l killed; 16 wounded. 
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AFFAIR AT OTTER CREEK. 

Extract of a letter f1"()tn Tlzomas JI!' Donol/gll, Esq. com mana­
ing United States force on Lake ClwmjJlain, to the Secretary 
of the Navy, dated Vergennes, 14th 1I1ay, 1814. 
" I have the honour to inform you that an engagement be . 

tween our battery at the mouth of Otter Creek, and eight of 
the enemy's galleys, with a bomb-vessel, has just terminated 

, by the retreat of the -enemy, who, it is supposed, came with 
an intention of blockading us. 

"The battery, commanded by captain Thornton of the ar­
tillery, who was gallantly assisted b~' lieutenant Cassin of the 
navy, received but little injury, although a number of s,he11s 
were thrown, and many lodged in the parapet. 

"Colonel Davis was advantageousl~' posted to receive the 
enemy, in the event of his landing, which we had reason ta 
expect, as his new brig, with se\'cral other gallies anll four 
sloops, were within two arid a half miles of the point on 
which the battery stands, during thl-' action, \\,hich lasted an 
hour and a half, when they all stood off, and were seen pass­
ing Burlington for the northward. Every exertion was made 
to get the vessels down to the mouth of the crcl'k, which, 
howeve'r, we could not effect until the enemy had withdrawn. 
Our whole force is at the cr~ek's mouth, with the exception 
of the schooner, and she will be down also in the course of 
four or five days." 

Extract of a letter from Captain Thomas lIIacdolloug!z, com­
manding the United States Navalforct's on Lake Champlain, 
to the Secretary of the Navy, dated Vergennes, .lIlay 18th, 
1814. 

"I omitted stating in my letter of the 14th, that the ene­
my had two fine row·boat!l shot adrift from their gallies in the 
action with the battery, which, in their precipitate retreat, 
were left, and picked up by us. 

"I have since learned, that in other parts of the lake, they 
are mus;h cut up by the militia. Two of their gallies, in pass­
ing up a small river on the New York side; had neatly all 
their men killed and wounded." 
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AMERICAN ANn BRITISH ACCOUNTS OF TIlE SIEGE: OF 

PLATTSBURGH AND CAPTURE OF THE BRITISH FLEET ON 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 

Ccpy of a Letter from Brigadier-General Macomb to the Se­
cretary of War, dated Head-ftuarters, Plattsburgh, Sep­
tember 15th, 1814. 

Sir, 
I have the honour to communicate, for the information of 

the war department, the particulars of the advance of the 
enemy into the territory of the United States, the circum­
stances attending the siege of Plattsburgh, and the defence 
of the posts entrusted to my charge. 

The governor-general of the Canadas, sir George Prevost, 
having collected all the disposable force in Lower Canada~ 
with a view of conquering the country as far as Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga, entered the territories of the United 
States on the 1st of the month, and occupied the village of 
Champlain; there avowed his intentions, and issued orders 
and proclamations tending to dissuade the people from 
their allegiance, and inviting them to furnish his army 
with provisions. He immediately began to impress the wag­
gons and teams in the vicinity, and loaded them with his 
heavy baggage and stores. From this I was persuaded he 
intended to attack this place. I had but just returned from 
the lines, where I had commanded a fine brigade, which 
was broken up to form the division under major-general 
Izard, ordered to the westward. Being senior officer, he left 
me ill command; and except the four companies of the 
sixth regiment, I had not an organized battalion among 
those remaining. The garrison was composed of convales­
cents and recruits of the new regiments-all in the greatf:!st 
confusion, as well as the ordnance and stores and the works 
. f ' m no state 0 defence. . 

To create an emulation and zeal among the oBicers and 
men in completing the works, I dividt:d them into detach­
!llents, and placed them near the several forts; declttring 
In orders, that each detachment was the garrison of its own 
work, and bound to defend it to the last extremitv. 

The t'nt:my advanced cautiouslv and bv short marches, and 
our soldiers worked day and night; 'so "that bv the time he 
mad: his .appearance before. the place, we were prepared to 
receive hIm. 

General Izard named the principal work Fort Morean., 
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and, to remind the troops of the actions of their brave coun­
trymen, I called the redoubt on the right Fort Brown; and 
that on the left Fort S\ ott. Besidts these three works we 
have two block-houses str· lngh' fortified. 

Finding, on examining the returns of the garrison, that 
our force did not t'xceed fifteen hundred effective men for 
duty, and well informed that the cnem\' had as manv thou­
sands, I called on general Mooers, of the New Y ~rk mi­
litia, and arranged with him plans for bringing forth the 
militia, en masse. The inhal)itants of the village fled with 
their families and effects, except a few worthy citizens and 
some boys, who formed themselves into a party, received ri­
fles, and were exceedingh' useful. B\' the fourth of the month 
general 1\Iooers collected about 700 militia, and advanced 
seven miles on the Beekmantown "oad, to watch the motions 
of the enemy, and to skirmish with him as he advanced: also 
to obstruct the roads with fallen trees, and to break up the 
bridges. 

On the lake road to De::ld c,reek bridge, I posted 200 men 
under captain Sproul of the 13th regiment, with orders tp 
abattis the woods,to place obstructions in the road, and to 
fortify himself; to this part,,' I :ldded two field-pieces. In 
advance of this position, was lieutenant-colonel Appling 
with 110 riflemen, \V.lt\hing thl movements of the tnemy, 
and procuring intelligence. It was ascertained, that before 
daylight on the 6th, the enemy would advance 'in two co­
lumns on the two roads before mentioned, dividing at Samp­
son's, a Jittle below Cbaz;' \·iIIage. The column on the Beek­
mantown road proceeded most rapidly; the militia skirmish. 
ed with his advanced parties, and, except a few brave men, 
fell back most precipitateI" in the greatest disorder, notwith­
standing the British troops did not deign to fire on them, 
except by their flankers and ach":lI1ced patrolt's. The night 
previous I ordered major Wool to ad vance with a detach­
ment of 250 men to support the militia, and set them an ex­
ample of firmness. Also captain Leonard of the light artil­
lery was directed to proceed wit~ two pieces to be on the 
ground before day, ~'et he did not make his appearance until 
eight o'clock, when the enemy' had approached within two 
miles of the village. ,\Vith his conduct, therefore, I am 1I0t 
well pleased. Major Wool, with his part), disputed the road 
with great obstinac\', but th. militia could not ne prevailed 
upon to stand, notwithstanding thl" exertions of their gene­
ral and staff officers; although the fields were divided by 
5trOntr stone walls. and thev were told that the enemy could 
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not possibly cut them off. The. state ora~oons of New York 
wear reo coats, and tht>Y being~n the heights to watch the 
enemy, save constant alarm. to tht>. mil~tia, "'.ho mistoo~ th;m 
for the ent m\', and feart>d hls-gettln~ In theIr rear. FtndlDg 
the enemy's columns had penetrated within a mile of Platta .. 
burgh, I despatched m\, aid-de-camp, lieutena~t Root! to 
4ring eff the detachment at De.ad Cr:ek, and to mfor~ I~eu­
tenant Appling that I wished him to tall on the enemy s rIght 
flank. The (olond forcunately arrived just in time to save 
his rt'treat, and to fall in with the head of a column debouch­
ing from the woods. Here he poured in a destructive fire 
from his riflemen at rest, and cont,inued to annoy the column 
until he formc.d a junction with major "'·001. The field-pieces 
did considerable execution among the enemy's columns. So 
undaunted, however, was the enemy, that he never deployed 
in his whole march, always pressing on in column. Finding 
that every road was full of troops crowding on us on all sides, 
I ordered the field-pieces to retire across the bridge and form 
a battery for its protection, and to cover the retreat of the 

'infantry, which was accordingl" done, and t!'le parties of Ap­
pling and Wool, as well.as th<lt of Sproul, retired alternately, 
keeping lip a brisk fire until the~' got under cover of the 
works The enl:'m:v's light troops occupied the houses near 
the hridge, and kept up a constant firing from the windows 
and halconies, and annm ed liS mll,h, I ordered them to be 
drh'en out wi, h hot shot, \\' hich soon put tht houses in flames, 
and obligt"d these sharp-shooters to retire. The whole 
day, until it was too late to see, the tnemv's light troops en­
deavoured to drive our guards from the bridge, but they 
suffaed dearh' for their perst'vt:rance. An attempt was 
also made to cross the "pper bridgt", where the militiahand-' 
someh- drove them back. 
Th~ column \\hich marched h" the lake road was much 

impt'dt'd Iw tht! ohstructions, ancl the removal of the bridge 
at D,ad Cree-k. and, as it passtd !he creek and beach, the 
gallit's kt"pt lip ,1 li\'dy and ~>,Iling fire. 

Our troops bt"ing now on tht- ';(Jllth side of the Saranac, [ 
~irectt'd the pLmks to he taken (fr the bridges and piled up 
In th~ form of breast-works to COver our parti~-s intended for 
displlt'l-'g the p<lssage, which afterwards enabled us to hold 
¢e bridges against \t'r~' sl'pl'rior numhers. 

F.rom the,7th to ,he 11~h, the (-nemy \Vas employed in 
gelung on hiS battt:rmg tram, and t:recting his batteries and 
approaches, and' constantly skirmishing at the bridges and 
fords. By this time the militia of N ew York, and the vol un-
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teers of Vermont were pouring in from al1 qllarters. J ad­
vised general l\Iooers to kt-~ his forLe along the S,lr~nac to 
prevent the enem~"s crossing [he river, and to send a st,o~g 
bodv in his rear to hara~s him day and night, and keep hIm 
in c'ontinual 'lhll-m. 

The militia behawd with great spirit after tht" first day, 
and the volunteers of Velmont were exceeding-h' serviceable. 
Our regular troops, notwithstdnding the skirmishing and re­
peated endeavours of the enem~' to cross the river, kept at 
their work dav and night, strengthening the defences, and 
evinced a determination to hold out to the last extremit". 

It was reported that the enem,' onlv wait,'d the arrival of 
his flotilla to make a general attack. AI),lUt eight in the 
evening of the 11 th, as was expected, the flotilla appeared in 
sight round Cumberland Head, and at nine bore down and 
engaged our flotilla at anchor in the ba~' off the town, At the 
same instant the batteries were opened on us, and continued 
thro\Ying bomb-shells, sharpnells, balls, and congreve rockets 
until sunset, when the bombardment ceased, evel,\, batten' of 
the enemy being silenced b!' the superiority of o~r fire. The 
naval engagement lasted but two hours in full view of both 
armies. Three efforts were made b:' the enemy to pass the 
river at the commencement of the connonade and bomb'lrd­
ment, with a view of assaultin~ the works, and had prepared 
for that purpose an immense number of scaling laddc·rs. One 
attempt to cross was made at the village bridge, and another 
at the upper bridge, and a thil'd at a ford about three miles 
from the works, At the two first he was repulsed b~' the re­
gulars, at the ford b," the brave volunteers and militia, where 
he suffered severdy in kilkd, wounded, and prisoners; a (on­
siderable body having crossed the stream, but were either 
killed, taken, or drinn back. The woods at this place were 
very favourable to the operations of the militia. A whole 
company of the 76~~ regiment \\',IS here destro\'ed, the three 
lieutenants and twenty-seven men taken prisoners, the captain 
and the rest killed, 

I cannot forego the pleasure of here stating the gallant 
conduct of captain M'Glassin, of the 15th J'egiment, who was 
ordered to ford the river, and attack a part" constructing a 
battery on the right of lhe enemy's line, within 500 ,'ards of 
Fort Brown, which he handsomt'l~' executed at midnight, 
with 50 men; drove off the working party, consisting of 150, 
and defeated ~ covering party of the same number, killing 1 
officer and 6 men in the charge, and wounding many. 

At dusk the enemy withdrew his artillery from the batte-
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ries, and raised the ;iege, and at 9., under cover of the night, 
sent off in a great hurn all the.haggage he could find trans­
port for, and all his artillery. At 2 the next mor~ing the 
whole army precipitately retreated, leaving the SIck a!ld 
wounded to our generosity, and the governor left a note wIth 
a surgeon, requesting the humane attention of the command­
ing general. 

Vast quantities of provisions were left behind and des .. 
troyed, also an immense quantity of bomb-shells, Cann?D .. 
balls, grape-shot, ammunition, flints, &c. &c. entrenchmg 
tools of all sorts, also tents -and marquees. A great deal has 
b'een concealed in the ponds and c.reeks, and buried in the 
ground, and a vast quantity carried off by the inhabitants. 
Suc.h was the precipitance of his retreat, that he arrived at 
Chazy, a distance of eight miles, before we discovered he 
had gone. The light troops, volunteers, and militia pursued 
immediately on learning of his flight; and some of the 
mounted men made prisoners five dragoons of the 19th 
regiment. and several others of the rear guard. A continual 
fall of rain and a violent storm pre\'ented further pursuit. 
Upwards of three hundred deserters have come in, and 
many are hourly arriving. 

We have buried the British officers of the army and navy 
with the honours of war, and shown everv attention and kind.. 
ness to those who have fallen into our h~mds. 

The 'conduct of the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and soldiers of my comm'lnd, during this trying occasion, 
cannot be represented in too high terms, and I 'feel it my 
duty to recommend to the particular notice of government, 
lieutenant- colonel Appling of the first rifle corps; major \ 
'Vool of the 29th; major Totten of the corps of engineers; 
captain Brooks of the artille~'; captain M'Glassin of the 15th; 
l~eutenants dt, Hussy and Trescott of the corps of engineers; 
lIeutenants Smyth, l\1ountford, and Cromwdl, of the artil .. 
lery; also my aid-de-camp, lieutenant Root who have all 
distinguished themselves bv their uncomm()~ zeal and acti­
vity, and have been greatiy instrumental in producing the 
happy and glorious result of the siege. 

I ha~e the honour to b~, with sentiments of profound re­
spect, SIr, your most obedIent humble servant, 

ALEX. MACOMB. 
The loss of the enemy in killed, woundt"d prisoners and 

deserters, since his first appearance, cannot f~l1 short of two 
!housand fin: hundred, including fi)any officers, among ,.,ham 
IS colonel 'Vellington of the Buffs. 
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Rtport of the killed, wounded, and missing, at Plattsburgh, 
from the 6th to the 11th September, 1814. 

KiIled-1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 1 musician, 34 privates; 
total 37. 

\Vounded-2 subalterns, 1 seljeanc-major, 4 serjeants, 2-
corporals, 4 musicians, 49 privates; total 62. 

Total killed and wounded 99. 
Missing-l seljeant, 19 privates; total 20. 

Copy of a letter (rom Commodare 111' Donough to the Secretary 
if the Navy, dated United States Silip Saratoga, Plattsburgh 
Bay, September 13th, 1814. 

Sir, 
I have the honour to give you the particulars of Ute action 

which took place on the 11th instant on this lake. 
For several days the enemy were on their way to Platts­

burgh by land and water, and it being well understood that an 
attack would be made at the same time by their land and 
naval forces, I determined to aW<tit at anchor the approach of 
the latter. 

At 7, A. lVI., the look-out boat announced the approach of 
the enemy. At 9 he anchored in a line ahead, at about 300 
yards distance from my line; his ship opposed to the Sara­
toga, ~i8 brig to the Eagle, captain Robert Henley, his gal­
lies, thirteen in number, to the schooner, sloop, and a division 
of our gallies; one of his sloops assisting their ship and brig, 
the other assisting their gallies. Our remaining gallies with. 
the Saratoga and Eagle. 

In this situation the whole force on both sides became en­
gaged, the. Saratoga suffered much from the heavy fire of the 
Con fiance. I could perceive at the same time, however, that 
our fire was very destructive to her. The Ticonderoga, lieu-­
tenant commandant Cassin, gallantly sustail1/:d her full share 
of the action. At half past 10 o'clock the Eagle, not being 
able to bring her guns to bear, cut her cable and anchored in a 
more eligible position, between my ship and the Ticond~roga, 
where she very much annoyed the enemy, but unfortunately 
leaving me exposed to a galling fire from the enemy's brig. 
Our guns on the starboard side being nearly all dismounted, 
or not manageable, a stern anchor was let go, the bower ca· 
ble cut, and the ship winded with a frc:sh broadside on the 
enemy's ship, which soon after surrendert>d. Our broadside 
was then sprung to bear on the brig, which surrendered in 
about 15 minutes after. 

The sloop that was opposed to the Eagle had struck so~e 
VOL. IV. rF 0 

• .J 



226] HISTORICAL REGISTER. 

time before and drifted down the line; the sloop which was 
with their ~allies having struck also. Three of the~r gallies 
are said to be sunk, the others pulled off. Our gallles were 
about obeying with alacrity the signal to follow them, when 
all the \'t'sstls were report~d to me to be in a sinking state; it 
then became necessary to annul the signal to the gallies, and 
order their men to the pumps. 

I conld only look at the enem~"s gallies going off in a shat­
tered condition, for thei'e was not a mast in either squadron 
that could stand to make sail on; the lower rigging, being 
nearly all shot away, hung down as though it had been just 
placed over the mast-heads. 

The Saratoga had fifty-five round-shot in her hull, the Con­
fiance one hundred and five. The enemy's shot passed prin­
cipally just o\'er our heads, as there were not twenty whole 
hammocks in the nettings at the close of the action, which 
lasted two hours and twenty minutes. 

The absence and sickness of lieutenant Raymond Perry, 
left me without the services of that excellent officer; much 
ought fairly to be attributed' to him for his great care and 
attention in disci plining the ship's crew, as her first lieutenant. 
His place was filled by a gallant young officer, lieutenant Pe­
ter Gamble, who, I regret to inform' you, was killed early in 
the action. Acting lieutenant Vallette worked the first and 
second divisions of guns with able effect. Sailing master 

\ Brum's attention to the springs, and in the execution of the 
order to wind the ship, and occasionally at the guns, meets 
with my entire approbation; also captain Youngs, command­
ing the acting marint·s, who took his men to the guns. Mr •. 
Beale, purser, was of great sen-ice at the guns, and in carry­
ing my orders throughout the ship, with midshipman Mont­
gomery. Master's mate Joshua Justin, had command of the 
third division; his conduct during the action was that of a 
br~v~ and correct officer. Midshiptnen Monteath, Graham, 
W llhamson, Platt, 1'hwing, and acting midshipman Baldwin, 
all behaved well, and gave evidence of their makiug \,aluable 
officers. 

The Saratoga was twice set on fire by hot shot from the 
enemy's ship. 

I close, sir, this communication, with feelings of gratitude 
for the able support I received from every officer and man 
attached to the squadron which I have the honour to com­
mand. 

I ~a\-e the honour to be, with great respect, sir, )TOUr most 
ebedlent servant, ' T. MACDONOUGH. 
Hon. TVilliam Jones,Secretary t;ftlle Sm':;. -
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P. S. Accompanying this is a list of killed and wounded, a 
list of prisoners, and a precise statement of hoth forces en­
gaged. Also letters from captain Henley and lieutenant com-
mandant Cassin. T. M. 
Return oj killed and wounded all board the United States Squat!-

ron on Lake Champlain, in the engagement with the British 
fleet on the 11tlz SejJtember, 181-1. 

Killed. Wounded. 
Saratoga, 28 29 
Eagle, 13 20 
Ticonderoga, G 6 
Preble ~ 

Borer, .... -1 <> 

Centipede, '1 
'Vilmer, 1 

52 58 
Gun-boats Nettle, Allen, Viper, Burrows, Ludlow, Alwyn., 

Ballard, none killed or wounded. 
GEOH.GE BEALE, 

Junior jJllrser. 
Statement oj the Americanforce engaged, on tIle 11th 

September, 1814. 
(8 long 24-poLlnders, 

Saratoga, ~ 6 42-pound carronades, 
Lt 2 32-pound do. Total 26 

Eagle, { 
12 32-pound carronades and 8 long 18 

pounders, - - 20 
(8 long 12-pounders, 

Ticonderoga, ~ -1< 18 do. 
Ls 32-pound carronades, 17 

Preble, 7 long 9 pounders, 
Ten gallies, viz. 

Allen, 1 long 24 p. and 1 
Burrows, 1 2-1< and 1 
Borer, 1 24 and 1 
Nettle, 1 24 and 1 
Viper, 1 24 and 1 
Centipede, 1 24 and 1 
Ludlow, 1 12 
Wilmer, 1 12 
Alwin, 1 12 
Ballard 1 12 

18 p. Coillmbiad -
18 p. do. 
18 p. do. 
18 p. do. 
18 p. do. 
18 p. do. 

2 
2 
2 
2 , 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Guns 8& 
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Recapitulation-14 long 24-pounders, • 
o 42-pound carronades, 

29 32-p. do. 
12 long 18-pounders, 
12 12 do. 

7 9 do. 
o 18-pound Columbiadsl 

Total 86 guns. 
T. MACDONOUGH. 

Statenumt ojtlze enemy'sJorce engagtd o11 the 11th 
September, 18'14. 

(27 long 24.;pounders, 
'r}· t C Ii. J 4 32-pound carronades, '. 
r rIga e on ance, 1 6 24 d d nd-

I -poun 0 a 
I . L 2 long IS-pounders on birth deck, 39 

Brig Linnet, 

Sloop *Chub, 

16 long 12-pounders, 16 

{ 
10 IS-pound carronades, 

1 long 6-pounder, - 11 

Sloop *Finch, 
{ 

6 18-pound carronades, 
1 18-pouI!d Columbiad, and , 
4 long 6-pounders, - - 11 

Thirteen gallies, viz. 
Sir J ames Yeo, 1 long 24 p. and 1 32 p. cru-ronade; 2 
Sir George Prevost, 1 24 p. and 1 32 p. do. 
Sir Sy. Beckwith, 1 24 p. and 1 32 p. do. 
Broke, 1 19- p. and 1 32 p. do. 
Murray, t 18 p. and 1 18 p. do. 

~. Wellington, 1 18 p. 
Tecumseh, 1 18 p. 
name unknown, 1 18 p. 
Drummond, 
Simcoe, 
unknown, 
unknown, 
unknown, 

132 p. 
1 32 p. 
1 32 p. 
1 32 p. 
1 32 p~ 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 .... -

Total, guns 95 

. These sloops were formerly the United States Gro~ler ana tagle. 
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Recapitulation-30 long 24-pounders. 
7 18 do. 

10. 12 do. 
.. 5 6 do. 

13 :; '2- p. carronades 
6 2.... do. 

17 18 do. 
1 18 p. Columbiad. 

Total, <)5 guns. 
T. MACDONOUGH. 

Colonial Department. 

Downing street, ~-""'-()z'ember 29. 
A despatch of which the following is a copy, has been re­

ceived from lieutenant-general sir George Prevost, bart., ad­
dressed to earl Bathurst, one of his majesty's principal se­
cretaries of state. 

Head- §2..!tarters, Plattsburgh, 
l\ly Lord, State of New York, September 11, 1814. 

Upon the arrival of the reinforcements from the Garohne, 
I lost no time in assembling three brigades on the frontier of 
Lower Canada, extellding from the river Richelieu to the St. 
Lawrence; and in forming tht'm into a division, under the 
command of major-general De Hottenburg, for the purpose 
of carrying into effect his rO~'al highness the prince regent's 
commands, which had been conve\'ed to me by your 10rds)1ip 
in your despatch of the 3d of June last. As the troops con­
centrated and approached the line of sep;tration between this 
province and the United States, the American army abandon­
ed its entrenched camp on the river Chaz~', at Champlain, a 
position I immediately seized, and occupied in force on the 
3d instant. The following day the whole of the left division 
advanced to the village of Chazy, without meeting the least 
opposition from the enemy. 

On the 5th, it halted within eight miles of this place, hav­
ing surmounted the difficulties created by the obstructions in 
the road, from the felling of trees, and the removal of bridges. 
The next day, the division moved upon Plattsburgh, in two 
columns, on pal aIlel roads; the right column led by major-ge­
neral Power's brig2lde, supported bv four companies of light 
infantry, and a demi-brigade under major-general Robinson; 
the ldt by major-general Brisbane's brigade. The enemy's ,,­
militia, supported by his regulars, attempted to impede the 
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advance of the right column, but were driven before it from 
all their positions, and the column entered Plattsh~l~gh. This 
rapid movement having reversed the stro~~ pOSitIOn taken 
up by the en em, at Dead creek, it was preCIpitately abandon­
ed b,' him, and his gun-boats alone left to defend the ford, 
and to prevent our restoring the bridges, which had been im­
perfectly destroyed, an inconvenience soon surmounted: Here 
I found the enemy in the occupation of an elevated rIdge of 
land on the north branch of the Saranac, crowned with three 
strong redoubts and other fidd-works, and block-houses arm­
ed with heavy ordnance, with their flotilla, (the Saratoga, 26 
guns; Surprise, 20 guns; Thunderer, 16 guns; Preble, 20 
guns; 10 gun-boats, 14 guns), at anchor out of gun-shot from 
the shore, consisting of a ship, a brig, a schooner, a sloop, and 
10 gun-boats. I immediately communicated the circumstance 
to captain Downie, who had been recently appointed to com­
mand the vessels on Lake Champlain, consisting of a ship, a 
brig, two sloops, 12 gun-boats (the Confiance, 36 guns; Lin­
net 18 guns; Broke, 10 guns; Shannon, 10 guns; twelve gun­
boats, 16 guns), and requested his co-operation; and in the 
mean time batteries were constructed for the guns brought • 
from the rear. . 

On the morning of the 11 th, our flotilla was seen over the 
isthmus which joins Cumherland head. I immediately order­
ed that part of the brigade under major-general Robinson, 
which had been brought forward, consisting of four light in­
fantry companies, 3d battalion 27th and 76th regiments, and 
major-general Powers' brigade. consisting of the 3d, 5th, 1st 

, battalion 27th and 58th regiments, to force .the ford of the 
Saranac, and advance, provided with scaling-ladders, to es­
calade the enemy's works on the· heights-this force was 
placed under the command of major-general Robinson. The 
batte~ies open~d the fire the instant the ships engaged. 

It ~s now ~Ith de~p con.cern I inform your lordship, that, 
notwlthstandmg the mtrepld valour with which captain Dow­
nie led his flotilla into action, my sanguine hopes of complet~ 
suc~ess were not long afterwards blasted, by a combination 
as It appeared to us, of unfortunate. events to which naval 
warfare is peculiarly exposed. Scarcely h~d his majesty's 
troops forced a passage across the Saranac and ascended 
the heights on which stand the enemv's works when I had 
the extrt:~e mortifi~ation to hear th~ shout ol victory from 
the enemy s works, 10 consequence of the British flag being 
lowered on board the Confiance and Linnet; and to see our 
gun-boats seeking their safety in flight. This unlooked-for 
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event depriving me of the co-operation of the fieet, without 
which the further prosecution of the servi(x was become im­
practi"ahle, I did not hesitate to arrest the course of the troops· 
advancing to the attack, hecause the most compIt-te success 
would have been unavailing, and the possession of the ene­
my's works offered no advantage to compensate for the loss 
we must have sustained in acquiring possession of them. 

I have ordered the batteries to be dismantled, the guns 
withdrawn, and the baggage with the wounded men who can 
be removed, to be sent in the rear, in order that the troops 
may be sent to Chazy to-morrow, and on the following day 
to Champlain, where I propose to halt until I have ascertain­
ed the use the enemy propose making of the naval ascen­
dancy they have acquired on Lake Champlain. I have the 
honour to transmit herewith returns of the loss sustained by 
the left division of the army on the ad\'ance to Plattsburgh, 
and in forcing a passage across the river Saranac. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEOl{GE PREVOST. 

Right honourable earl Bathurst. 

Admiralty Office, November 26. 
Copy of a letter from Commodore Sir James Lucas Teo, com­

mander. in chief of his lllajesty's ships alld vessels on tIle 
lakes of Canada, to J. TV. Croker, Esq., dated on board his 
iVJajesty's ship St. Lawrence, at Kingston, 24th SejJtember, 
1814. 

Sir, 
I have the honour to transmit, for the information of the 

lords commissioners of the admiralty, a copy of a letter from 
captain Pring, late commander of his majesty's brig Linnet. 
It appears to me, and I have good reason to believe, that 
captain Downie was urged, and his ship hurried into action 
before she was in a fit state to meet the enem,', I am also of 
opinion, that there was not the least necessity' for our squad­
ron giving the enemy such decided advantages, by going into 
their bay to engage them; even had they been successful, it 
would not in the least have assisted the troops in storming 
the batteries; whereas, had our troops taken their batteries 
first, it would have obliged the enemy's squadron to quit the 
bay, and give ours a fair chance. 

I have the honour, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES LUCAS YEO, 

Commodore, alZd commander in chief. 
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United States ship Saratoga, Plattsburgh Bay, 
Sir Lake Champlain, September 12, 1814. 

The painful task of making you acquainted with the cir­
cumstances attending the capture of his majesty'~ squadron, 
yesterday, by that oftheAmericans, under commodore !\1' Do­
nough, it grieves me to state, becomes my duty to perform, 
from the ever-to-be-Iamented death of that worthy and gal. 
lant officer, captain Downie, who unfortunately fell early in 
the action. 

In consequence of the earnest solicitation of his excellency 
sir George Prevost, for the co-operation of the naval force 
in this lake to attack that of the enemy, who were placed for 
the support of their works at Plattsburgh, which it proposed 
should be stormed by the troops, at the same moment the na­
val action should commence in the bay; every possible exer­
tion was used to accelerate the armament of the new ship, 
th~t the military movements might not be postponed at such 
an advanced season of the y~ar, longer than was absolutt:ly 
necessary. On the 3d lOstant, I was dirt,cted to proceed in 
command of the flotilla of gun-boats to prot.ect the left flank 
of our army advancing towards Plattsburgh, and on the fol­
lowing day, after taking possession and parollin~ the militia 
of isle La Motte, I caused a battery of three long eighteen­
Rounder guns to be constructed for the support of our posi­
tion a-brt:ast of Little Chazy, where the supplies for the ar­
my were ordered to be landed. 

The fleet came up on the 8th instant, but for want of stores 
f\)r the equipment of the guns, could not move forward un­
til the 11 th; at daylight We weightd, anti at 7 were in full . 
view of the enemy's fleet, consisting of a ship, brig, schoon-

• er, and one sloop, moored in line, a-breast of their encamp­
ment, with a division. of five gun-boats on each flank; at 40 
minutes past 7, after the officers commanding vessels and the 
flotilla had received their final. instructions as to the plan of 
attack, we made sail in order of battle. Captain Oownie had 
determined on laying his ship athwart-hause of the enemy's, 
directing lie~tenant ~'Ghee, o.f the Cll .b, to support me in 
thl:! Lmnet, m engagmg the brIg to the right and lieutenant 
Hicks, of the Finch, with the flotilla of guntboats, to attack 
the schooner and sloop on the left of the enemy's line. 

At 8 the enemy's gun-boats and smaller vessels com­
menced a heavy and galling fire on our line; at 10 .ninutes 
after 8, the Confi~nce having two anchors shot away froln 
her larboard bow, .and the. w in~ baffling, was obliged to all­
chor (though oot In the situation proposed) within two ca-
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bIes length of her adversar"; the Linnet and Chub soon af­
terwards took their allotted stations, something short I ,f that 
distance, when the crews on both sides cheered, and com­
menced a spirited and close action;·a short tim!:', hO\'.'r'ver, 
deprived me of the valuable services of Ji!:'utenant M'Ghee 
who, from having his cables. bow-sprit, and main-boom shot 
away, drifted within the enemy's line, and was obliged to 
surn::nder. 

From the light airs and smoothness of the water, the fire 
on each side proved very destructi,'e from the commence­
ment of the engagement, and with the exception of the brig, 
that of the enemy appeared united against the Con fiance. 
After two hours severe conflict with our opponent, she 
cut her cable, run down, and took shelter between the ship 
and schooner, which enabled us to direct our fire against the 
division of the enemv's gun-boats and ship, which had so 
long annoyed us during O'.1r close engagement with the brig, 
without any return on our part; at this time the fire of the 
enemy's ship slackened considerably, having several of her 
guns dismounted, when she cut her caLle and winded her 
larboard broadside to bear on the Confiance, who in vain 
endeavoured to effect the same operation; at 33 minutes af­
ter 10, I was much distressed to observe that the Con fiance 
struck her colours. The whole attention of the enemy's force 
then became directed towards the Linnet; the shatt~red and 
disabled state of the masts, sails, rigging, and yards, preclude: d 
the most distant hope of being able to effect an escape by 
cutting the cable; the result of doing so, must in a few mi­
nutes have been her drifting alongside thl:' enem, 's vessels, 
close under our lee; but in the hope the flotilla of gun-boats, 
who had abandoned the o~iect assigned them, would per­
ceive our wants and come to our assistance, ,vhich would af­
ford a reasonable prospect of being towed clear, I determined 
to resist the then destructive cannonading of the whole of the 
enemy's fleet, and at the same time despatched lil:'utenant H. 
Drew, to ascertain the state of the Confiance, At 4S'minutes 
after 10, I was apprised of the death of her brave comman­
der (whose merits it would be presumption in me tu extol), 
as well as the great slaughter \V hich h:ld taken place on board; 
and observing from the manreuvres of the flotilla that I could 
enjoy no further expectations of relief, the situation of my 
gallant comrades, who had so nobly fought and even now fast 
falling by my' side, demanded the surrender of his majesty's 
brig entrusted to my command, to prevent an useless waste 
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{)f valuable lives, and at the request of the surviving officers 
and men, I gave the painful orders for the colours t~ he s~ruck. 

Lieutenant Hicks, of the Finch, had the mortification to 
strike on a reef of rocts to the eastward of Crah Island, 
'about the middle of the 'engagement, which prevented his 
rendering that assistance to the squadron, that might, from 
an officer of such ability, have been expected. .. 

The misfortune which this day befel us by capture, WIll, SIr, 
I trust, apologize for the lengthy detail which, in justice to the 

• sufferers, I have deemed necessary to give of the particulars 
which led to it; and when it is taken into consideration that 
the Confiance was 16 days before on the stocks, with an or­
ganized crew, composed of several drafts of men who had 
recently arrived from different ships at Quebec, many of 
whom only joined the day before, and were totally unkown ei­
-aher to the officers or to each other, with the w,ant of gun:. 
locks, as well as other necessary appointments not to be pr~­
cured in this country, I trust you will feel satisfied of 
the decided advantage the enemy possessed, exclusive of 
their great superiority in point of force, a comparative state­
ment (the account of the British force has not been trans­
mitted) of which I have the honour to annex. It now be­
comes the most pleasing part of my duty to notice to you 
the detamined skill and hravery of the officers and men in 
this unequal contest; but it grieves me to state that the loss 
sustained in maintaining it has been so great; that of the ene­
my, I understand, amounts to something more than the same 
number. 

The fine style in which captain Downie conducted the 
squadron into action, amidst a tremendous fire, without re­
turning a shot until secured, reflects the greatest credit to 
his memory, for his judgment and coolness, as also, on lieu­
tenants M~Ghee and Hicks for so strictly attending to his ex­
ample and i~structions; their own accounts of the capture of 
their respectIVe vesst:ls, as well as that of lieutenant Hobert­
son, who succeeded to the command of the Confiance, will, 
I feel assured, do ample justice to the merits of the officers 
and men serving under their immediate command; but I can­
not omit noticing the individual conduct oflieutenants Hobert­
son, Creswick, and Hornbv, and Mr. Brxden master for their 
particular e,xertion in endeavouring to·fi~in~ the C~nfiance's 
starboa.rd SIde to bear on the enemy, after most of their guns 
were dismounted on the other. 

It is impossible for me to express to you my admiration 
of 'he o,iiurs i\nd (;rew servini under my personal orders; 
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'their coolness and steadigess, the effect of which was provecl 
by their irresistible fire directed towards the brig opposed 
to us, claims my warmest acknowledgments, but more par­
ticularly for preserving the same so long after the whole 
strength of the enemy had been directed against the Linnet 
alone. My first lieutenant, Mr. William Drew, whose merits 
I have ,before had the honour to report to you, behaved on 
this occasion in the most exemplary manner. 

By the death of Mr. Paul, acting second lieutenant, the 
service has been deprived of a most valuable and brave offi­
cer; he fell early in the action. Great credit is due to Mr. 
Giles, purser, fo~ volunteering his services on deck; to 1\1r. 
Mitchell, surgeon, for the skill he evinced in performing 
some amputations required at the moment, as well as his 
great attention to the wounded during the action, at the close 
of which the water was nearly a foot above the lower deck. 
from the number of shot which struck her between wind ami 
water. I have to regret the loss of the boatswain, 1\ir. Jack­
son, who was killed a few minutes before the action termina­
ted. The assistance I received from 1\'Ir. Muckle, the gun­
ner, and also from 1\1r. Cbrk, master's mate, :\lessrs. Towke 
and Sinclair, midshipmen, the latter of whom was wounded 
in the head, and Mr. Guy, my clerk, will, I hope, recommend 
them, as well as the whole of my' gallant crew, to '"our notice. 
I have much satisfaction in making you acquainted with the 
humane treatment the wounded have received from commo­
dore M' Donough; they were immediately removed to his own 
hospital on Crab Island, and were furnished with every re­
quisite. His generous and polite attention also, to m~"self. 
officers, and men, will ever hereafter be gratefully remem­
bered. 

I have, &.c. DAN. PRING. 

-
BOMBARD!lIENT OF' STONINGT<'N. 

Extract ()f a letter from Brigadier-General Gushing, c()mmand­
ing military district No.2, to the Secretary of TVar, dated 
Head-~uarters, New London, 10th August, 1814, halJpast 
9 o'clock, 1'. j1~ • 
" During the afternoon of yesterday a British ship of r(. 

guns, a frigate, a sloop of war, and an armed brig, passed in­
to Fisher's Island Sound, and anchored, the first off Long 
Point, about five miles to the eastward of this harbour, and tWit 
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and a half miles from the main, and the other three at the 
mOllth of Stonington harbour, and within point blank-shot of 
the town. A flag was then sent on shore to inform the in­
habitants that in one hour their town would be in flames, and 
to admonish them to remove the women and children. 

44 On receipt of this informatidn, which was brought to me 
by a citizen of Stonington about 9 o'clock, I addressed the 
note marked A. to major-general Williams of this town, who 
gave immediate orders fQr assembling one regiment of mili­
tia at Stonington, one at the head of M ystic river, a conipany 
of artillery and one regiment of infantry at Norwich Land­
ing, a little to the rear of the public vessels, and one company 
of artillery, and one regiment of infantry in the neighbour­
hood and a little in advance of this town. This disposition 
was made under an idea that the menace at Stonington was 
but a mask to another object, and intended to draw our atten­
tion and our force from the forts at the mouth of this har­
bour, when a party of troops might be landed two' or three, 
miles to the south-east of fort Griswold, for the purpose of 
carry~ng that post by escalade (w hich if successful would give 
them the complete command of the harbour), or march direct 
to the shipping above, Zlnd there co-operate with another force 
to be sent up the river in barges. 

" From half past 9 to 11 o'clock last night, and from day­
light to 11 thi5 morning, a constant fire of shot, shells, and 
rockets, was maintained against the devoted village of Ston­
ington, in which there were only a few militia and one six 
a?ci two .eighteen-pounders on travelling carriages; but the 
,olllage is yet standing, and the ships have hauled off to a dis­
tance of from one and an half to three miles (the brig, from 
a~l appearances, very much injured in her hull, spars, and rig­
gIllg), after e~pending an immense quantity of ammunition 
and rockets wlthout killing a single person or firing a single 
building." 

-
CAPTURE OF THE COUNTRY BETWEEN THE PENOBSCOT AND 

PASSAlIlAQ...UODDY BAY. 

. Downing-street, October 9, 1814 • 
. Ma.!or Addison fus arrived with tht> following despatch 

from lIeutenant-general Shal)rokc-. dated . 
Ca8tine, at the entrance of the Penobscot, September 18. 

My Lord, , 

I have now the honour to inform your lordship, that after 
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dosing my despatch on the 26th ultimo, in which I mentio~ed 
my intention of proceeding to the Penobscot, rear-admIral 
Griffith and mvself lost no time in sailing from Halifax, with 
such a naval force as he deemed necessary, and the troops as 
per margin*, to accomplish the object we had in view. 

Verv early in the morning of the 30th, we fell in with the 
Rifleman sloop of war, when captain Pearce informed us, 
that the United States frigate Adams had got into the Penoo­
scot; but from the apprehension of being attacked by our 
cruisers, if she remained at the entrance of the river, she ran 
up as high as Hamden, where she had bnded her guns, and 
mounted them on shore for her protection. 

On leaving Halifax ;t was my original intention tl) have 
taken possession of Machias, on our way hither; but on re­
ceiving this intelligence, the admiral and myself were of 
opinion that no time should be lost in proceeding to our des­
tination, and we arrived here very early on the morning of 
the 1st insrant. 

The fort at Castine, which is situated upon a peninsula of 
the eastern side of the Pe::nobscot, near the entrance of that 
river, was summoned a little after sunrise; but the American 
officer refused to surrender it, and immedi;ltel~' opened a fire 
from four 24.pounders, upon a small schooner that had been 
sent with lieutenant-colonel N Icholls (commanding royal en­
gineers) to reconnoitre the works. 

Arrangements were immediately made for disembarking 
the troops; but before a landing could be effedtd the enemy 
blew up his magazine, and escaped up the Majectaquadous 
river, carrying off in the boats with them two field-pieces. 

As we had no means of ascertaining what force the Ame­
ricans had on this peninsula, I landed a detachment of royal 
artillery, with two rifle companies of the 60th and 98th regi­
ments, under colenel Douglass, in the rear of it" with orders 
to secure the isthmus, and to take possession of the heights 
which commanded the town; but I soon learned that there 
were no regulars at Castine, exc.ept the party which had 
blown up the magazine, and escaped; and that the militia 
which were assembled there had dispersed immediately on 
our landing. 

Rear-admiral Griffith and myself next turned our attention 
to obtaining possession of the" Adams, or, if that could not 
be done, to destroying her. The arrangements for this ser­
vice having been made, the rear-admiral entrusted the exe-

• First company royal artillery, two rifle companies of the 7th bat· 
talion, 60th regiment, 29th, 62d, and 98th regiments. 
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cution of it to captain Barrie, royal navy, and as the co-opera­
tion of a land force was nt'Ct'SSiln, 1 dir .. ted lieutenant­
colonel Johns, with a detachment of artillery, tht' flank com­
panies of tht' 29th, 62d, and 98th regimt'nts, and one rifle 
company of the 6~th, to accompany and co-operate with cap­
tain Barrie on this' occasion; hut as Hamden IS twenty-seven 
miles above Castine, it appeared to me a necessary mt'asure 
of precaution first to occupv a post on the western bank, 
which might afford support, if necessary, to the forces going 
up the river, and at the same time prevent the armed popu­
lation, which is ver" numerous to the southward and west­
ward, from annoying the British in .their operations on the 
Adams. 

Upon inquir~' I found that Belfast, which is upon the high 
road leading from Hamden to Boston, and which perfectly 
commands the bridge, was likely to answer both these pur­
poses, and I consequently directed major-general Gosselin 
to occupy that place with the 29th regiment, and to maintain 
it till further orders. 

As soon as this was accomplished, and the tide served, 
rear-admiral Griffith direded captain Barrie to proceed to 
his destination, and the remainder of the troops were landed 
that evening at Castine. 

Understanding that a strong part\' of militia from the 
neighbouring townships had as~emhled at ahout four miles 
from Castine on the road leading to Bltlf' Hill, I sent out a 
strong patrole on the morning of the 2d, bt'fore day-break. 
On arriving at the place, I was informf'd that the militia of 
the country had assemhled there on the alarm guns being 
fired at fort Castine upon our first :lppearance, but that the 
main bodv had since dispersed, and returned to their res­
pective homes. Some stragglers were, howt'ver, left, who 
fired upon our advanced guard, and then ti¥>k to the woods; 
a few of whom were made prisoners. No intelligence having 
reached us from captain Barrie on Saturday night; I march­
ed with about seven hundred men and two light field-pieces 
upon Buckstown, at three o'clock on Sunday morning, the 
4th instant, for the purpose of learning what progress he had 
made, and of affording him assistance if required. This place 
is about t"ighteen miles higher up the ~enobscot than Cast~ne, 
and on the eastern bank of the river. Rear-admiral Griffith 
accompanied me on this occasion, and as we had reason to 
b.elieve that the light guns which h<ld heen taken from Cas­
tme were se ... reted in the neighbourhood of Buckstown, we 
threatened to destroy the town unless they were delivered up, 
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and the two hrac;s 3-pounders, on travelling carriages, were, 
in consequt"we, brou~ht to us in the course of the da~', and 
are now in our possession. 

At BuckslOwn we receiver! \'en' s:ltisf.rtorv accounts of 
the succe~s which had attended tht' forC(" ,"mployed up the 
rivel'. We le<lrned th·tt captain Barrie had proceeded from 
Hamden up to Bangor; anrl the a<imir;ll Sf'nt an officer in a 
boat from Buckstown to communicate with hIm. when find­
ing there was no necessity for the troops remaining longer 
at Buckstown, the\' marched back to Castine the next dave 

Having ascertai'ned that the ohject of the expedition up the 
Penobscot had been attained, it was no longer necessar~' for 
me to ocrupv Belfast; I, therefore, on the eHning of the 6th, 
directed m lior-general Gosselin to emhark the troops and to 
join me here. 

Machias being the onl~' place now remainin~ where the 
enem,' had a post between the Pl'nohscot and P .lssamaquoddy 
Ba~., I ordered lieutenant-colonel Pilkington to proceed with 
a detachment of ro~'al artillery and the 29th regiment to oc­
cupy it; and as naval assistance was required, rear-admiral 
Griffith directed captain Parker of the Tenedos, to co-operate 
with lieutenant-colonel Pilkington on this occasion • 

. On the morning of the 9th, captain Barrie, with lieutenant­
colonel 10hn, and the troops which had been employed with 
him up the Penobscot, returned to Castine. It seems the 
enemy blew up the Adams, on his strong position at Ham­
den being attacked; but all his artillerv, two stand of colours, 
and a standard, with st:veral merchant vessels, fell into our 
hands. This, I am happ~' to sa\', was accomplished with very 
little loss on our part; and ~'Ol1r lordship will percei\'e, by 
the return sent herewith, that the onh' officer wounded in this 
affair is captain (~ell, of the 29th grenadiers. 

(Signed) 1. C. SHERBROKE. 

Lett~ from Lielltenant-C Jrmcl Johns to General Sir John 
S'u'l'broke. 

Sir, 
Bangor, on the Pelloh :cot River, Septemher 3d, 1814. 

In compliance wilh your excellenc~"s orders of the 1st In­
stant, I sailed from Castine wilh the detachment of roval ar­
tillery, tht: flank compani 's of the 29th, 62d, and 98th regi­
ments, and one rifle company of the 7th battalion, 60th regi­
ment, which composed the force ",.hen your excellency did 
me the honollr to place under my command, for the purpose 
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~ of co-operating with captain Barrie, of the royal navy, in an 
expedition up that river. 

On the morning of tht- 2d, having proceeded above the 
town of Frankfort. we discovered some of the enemy on 
their march towards Hamden, by the eastern shore, which 
induced me to order bre\'et-maj~r Croasdale, with a detach­
ment of the 98th, and some riflemen of the 60th regiment, 
under lieutenant Wallace, to land and intercept them, which 
was accomplished, and that detachment of the enemy (as I 
have since learned) were prevented from joining the. main 
body, assembled at Hamden. 

On this occasion the enemy had one man killed, and some 
wounded. Major Croasdale re-embarked without any loss. 
We arrived off Bald Head Cove, three· miles distant from 
Hamden, about five o~clock that evening, when captain Bar­
rie agreed with me in determining to land the troops imme-' 
diately. Having discovered that the enemy's pickets were 
advantageously posted on the north side of the cove, I di­
rected brevet-major Riddle, with the grenadiers ~f the 62d, 
and captain Ward~ with the rifle company of the 60th, to dis­
lodge them, and take up that ground, which duty was per­
formed under major Riddle's directions, in a most complete 
and satisfactory manner, by about 7 o'clock; and before 10at 
night, the whole of the troops, including eighty marines, un­
der captain Carter (whom captain Barrie had done me the hQD­
our to attach to my command), were landed and bivouack~d 
for the night, during which it rained incessantly. We got un­
der arms at 5 o'clock this morning, the rifle company form­
ing the advance under captain Ward; brevet-maj~r Keith, 
with the light company of the 62d, bringing up the rear; and 
the detachment of marines under captain Carter moving UpOD 
my flanks, while captain Barrie with the ships ~Dd gun-boats 
under his command, advanced at the same time up the river, 
on my right towards Hamden. In addition to the detachment 
of royal artillery, under lieutenant Garston, captain Barrie 
had landed one six-pounder, a six and a half inch howitzer, 
and a rocket apparatus. with a detachment of sailors under 
lieutenants Symonds, Botley, and Slade, and Mr. Sparling, 
master of his majesty's ship Bulwark. 

The fog-was so thick, it was impossible to form a correct 
idea of the features of the countrv, or to reconnoitre the ene­
my, whose number were reported. to be 1400, under the com­
mand of brigadier-general Blake. Betw,..en 7 and 8 o'clock, 
our skirmishers in advance were so sharply engaged with the 
enemy, as to induce me to send forward one half of theJight 

\ 
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company of the 29th regiment, under captain Coaker, to 
their support. The column had not advanced much farther 
before I discovered the enemy drawn out in line, occupying 
a very strong and advantageous position in front of the town 
of Hamden, his left flanked by a hj~h hill commanding the 
road and river, on which were mounted several heavy pieces 
of cannon; his right extending- considerably beyond our left, 
resting upon a strongpoint d'appui, with an eighteen-pounder 
and some light field-pieces in ad\'ance of his centre, so point­
ed as completely to rake the road, and a narrow bridge at the 
foot of a hill, by which we were obliged to ad\'ance upon his .­
position •. As soon as he perceived Ollr column approaching, 
he opened a very heavy and continued fire of grape and mus­
ketry upon us; we, however, soon crossed the bridge, de­
ployed, and charged up the hill to get possession of his guns, 
one of which we found had already fallen into the hands of 
captain vVard's riflemen in advance. The enemy's fire now 
began to slacken, and we pushed on rapidly, and sllcceeded 
in driving him at all points frorn his position; while captain 
Coaker, with the light company of the 29th, had gained pos­
session of the hill on his left, from whence it was discovered 
that the Adams frigate was on fire, and that the enemy had 
deserted the battery which defended her. 

YVe were now in complete possession of the enemy's po­
sition above, and captain Barrie with the gun-boats had se­
cured that below the hill, Upon this occasion twenty pieces 
of cannon fell into ollr hands of the naval and militarv 
force, the return of which I inclose; after which captai~ 
Barrie and myself determined on pursuing the enemy 
towards Bangor, which place we reached without opposition; 
and here two brass three-pounders, and three stand of co­
lours, fell into our possession. Brigadier-general Blake, also, 
in this town, surrendered himself prisoner, and with other 
prisoners, to the amount of twenty-one, were admitted to 
their paroles. Eighty prisoners tahn at Hamden are in our 
custody. The loss sustained bv the enemv I have not had it 
in my power correctly to ascer-tain: report"states it to be from 
thirty to forty in killed, wounded, and missing. 

Our loss, I am happy to add, is but small, viz. one rank 
and file killed; one captain, seven rank and file wounded .. ~ne 
rank and file missing, Captain Gell, of the 29th, was wot.nrl­
ed when leading the column, which depriYCd me of his ac­
tive and useful assist!nce; but I am happy to add, he is re­
covering, I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY JOHNS, Lieut.-col. 
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From Colonel Pilkington to General Slzerbroke, dated lIIachias, 
Septembu 14, 1814. 

Sir, 
I have the honour to acquaint your excellency, that I sail­

ed from Penobscot Bay with the brigade you was pleased to 
place under my command, consisting of a detachment of 
royal artillery, with a howitzer, the battalion. companies of 
the 9th regiment, and a party of the 7th battahon, 69th foot, 
on the morning of the 9th instant, and arrived at Bucks Har­
bour, about ten miles froni this place, on the following even­
mg. 
. As the enemy fired several alarm guns on our approach­
ing the shore, it was e\tident he was apprehensive of an at­
tack; I therefore deemed it expedient to disembark the troops 
with as little delay as possible, and captain Hyde Parker, 
€ommariding the naval force, appointed captain Staufell to 
superintend this duty, and it was exec.uted by that officer with 
the utm'ost promptitude and decision. 

Upon reaching the shore, I ascertained that there was only 
2 pathway through the woods by which we could advance and 
take fort O'Brien, and the battery in reserve; and as the guns 
of these works commanded the passage ()f the river upon 
which the town is situated, I decided upon possessing our­
selves of them, if practicable, during the night. 

We moved forward at 10 o'clock, P. M., and after a most 
tedious an harassing march, only arrived near to the fort 
at break of day, although the distance doei not exceed five 
miles. 

The advanced guard, which consisted of two co~panies of 
the 29th regiment, and a detachment of riflemen of the 60th 
regiment, under major Tod, of the former corps, immediately 
drove in the enemy's pickets, and upon pursuing him close­
ly, found th~ fort had been evacuated, leaving their colours, 
about five mlDutes before we entered it. Within it, and the 
batte~r, there are two 24-pounders, three 18-pound~rs, seve­
ral dIsmounted guns, and a block-house. The party which 
ctscaped amou~ted ~o about seventy men of the 40th regi­
ment of American mfantry, and thirty of the embodied mi­
li.tb~~ t~e retreat was so rapid, that I was not enabled to take 
a~oJ prisoners. I understood there were a few wounded but 
they secrt:ted themselves in the wood. ' 

Having s~cured .the fort, we lost 4Ikl time in advancing 
upon Machias, whIch was taken without any resistance· and 
also two fi~ld-pitce3. ' 

,) 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. 

The boats of the squadron, under the comman{\ of lieu· 
tenant Bouchier, of the roynl na"y, and the royal marines, 
under lieutenant Welchman, were detached to the eastern 
side of the river, and were of essential service in taking tW<J 

field-pieces in that quarter. 
Notwithstanding that the militia were not aRsembled tCl 

an~' extent in the \'icinity of the town, I was making the ne­
cessary arrangements to advance into the interior of the coun­
try, when I received a letter from brigadier-general Brewer, 
commanding the district, T;herein he engages that the militia 
forces within the county of Washington, shall not bear arms, 
or in any way serve against his Britannic majesty during the 
present war. A similar olE:!" h~lving been made by the civil 
officers and principal citizens of the count,', a cessation of 
arms was agreed upon, and the count~r of \Vashington hag 
passed under the dominion of his Britannic majesty. 

I beg leave to congratulate yon upon the importance of 
this accession of tnritory which has been wrested from the 
enemy; it emuraces one hundred miles of sea-coast, and in­
cIude~ that intermediate tract of country which separates the 
province of New-Brunswick from Lower Canada. 

We have taken t,.,'enty-six piert"s of ordnan"ce (servicea­
ble and unserviceable), ,~ith a p'roportion of arms and ammll­
nition, returns of which are inclosed; and I have the pleas­
ing satisfaction to add, that this service has been effected 
without the loss of a man on Ollr part. 

[Here follows the usual compliments to officers, &c.] 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

A. PILKINGTON, 
, Lieutenant-Colonel, deputy adjutant-general. 

To lieut.-gen. sir John C. Sherbroke, K. B. &c. 

Return of ordnance, arms, ammunition, &c. taken at ]lJ'achias 
by the troops under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Pilk­
ington, 11th September, 181-1-. 
Ordnance, total 26-Arms, 161 muskets, 99 bayonets, 100 

pouches, .. H belts, 2 drums-Ammunition, 20 barrels service­
able gunpowder, 75 paper cartridges filled for 18 and 24-
pounders, 2938 musket-ball cartridges, 3 barrels of grape 
and case shot, 553 round shot for 18 and 24-pounders; 6 keg~ 
of gunpowder, 25 Ibs. each; 28 paper cartridges filled for 4 .. 
pounders. 

.. J. DANIEL, 
Lieutenant Royal .Artillcrlf. 
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Copy of a letter from ·Captain l1;Jorris to the Secretary of 
the Navy. 

Sir Boston, Septemher 20th, 1814. 
i have the honour to forward a detailt:d report of the cir­

cumstances attending the destruction of the United States' 
ship Adams, at Hampden, on the 3d instant. 

On the 1 st instant, at noon, I recei \Ted intelligence by ex­
press, that the enemy with a force of sixteen sa.il ~vere ?ff the 
~arbour of Castine, thirty miles below us. ThIs mtelhge~ce 
was immediately forwarded to briradier-general Blake, with 
a request that he would direct snch Torce as could be coll ~ct­
ed, to repair immediately to Hampden. As our ship was 
prt:pared for heaving down, was in no situation to receive her 
armament, our attention was immediately directed to the oc­
cupation of such positions on shore as would best enable us 
to protect her. By great and unremitted exertions, and the 
prompt assistance of all the inhabitants in our immediate 
vicinity, during the 1st and 2d instant, nine pieces were 
transported to a commanding eminence near the ship, one 
to the place selected by general Blake for his line of battle, 
fourteen upon a wharf commanding the river below, and one 
on -a point covering the communication between our hill and 
wharf batteries; temporary i'latforms of loose plank were 
laid, and such other arrangements maoe as would enable us 
to dispute the passage of a naval force. 

'Vant of time prevented our imprOving all the advantages 
of our position, and we were compelled to leave our rear and 
flanks to the defence of the militia in case of attack by land 
troops. Favoured by a fresh breeze, the enemy had advanc­
ed to within three miles of our position at sunset on the 2d, 
with the Sylph mounting 26, and Peruvian 11 guns, and,one 
transport, one tender, and ten barges, manned with seamen 
from the Bulwark and Dragon, under the command of com­
modore Barrie. Troops were landed under command of co­
lonel Johns, opposite their shipping, without any opposition, 
their numbers unknown, but supposed to be about 350. To 
oppose these troops about 370 militia were then collected, 
assisted by lieutenant Lewis of the United States artillery, 
who by a forced march had arrived from Castine with his 
detachment 'Of 28 men. Many of the militia were without 
arms, alld most of them without any ammunition and as our . , 
numbers were barely sufficient to man our batteries, I order-
ed the ship's muskets to be ilistributed among the militia, 
and f~rther ordered thel!l to be supplied with ammunition. 
Our Sick were sent across a creek, with orders. for such as 
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were able, to secure themselves in the woods in case bf our 
defeat. 

These arrangements were not concluded unti1late on the 
evening of the 2d. As the wind was fair for the enemy's ap­
proach, and tne night dark, rainy, and favourable for his at­
tempting a surprise, our men were compelled, notwithstand­
ing previous fatigue, to remain at their batteries. At day­
light, on the Sd, I received intelligence from general Blake, 
that he had been reinforced bv three companies, and that the 
enemy were then advancing upon him. A thick fog conceal­
ed their early movements, and their advance of barges and 
rocket-boats was not discovered until about 7 o'clock. Believ­
ing from their movements that the,' intended a simultaneous 
attalk by land and water, I placed' the hill battery under my 
first lieutenant, Wadsworth, assisted by lieutenant lVIadison, 
and Mr. Rogers the purser, and directed lieutenant \Vatson 
to place his small detachment of 20 marines in a position to 
watch the movements of the enemy"s main bod!', assist in 
covering our flank, and finall~' to cover our retreat in case that 
became necessary. I had but jll!>t joined the wharf battery 
under the direction of lieutenants Parker and Beatty, and 
sailing master M'Culloh, when the enemy's infantry com­
menced their attack upon the militia: The launches still held 
their position beyond the reach of our fire, ready to improve 
any advantage their troops might obtain. A few minutes 
only had elapsed when lieutenant y~Tadsworth informed me 
that our troops were retreating, and immediately after that 
they were dispersed and flying in great confusion. We had 
now no alternative but precipitate retreat or captivity. Our 
rear and flanks entirely exposed, without other mtans of de­
fence on that side than our pikes and cutlasses. The only 
bridge across the creek above us nearer the enemy than our­
selves, and the creek only fordable at low water, with the tide 
then rising. I therefore ordered lieutenant Wadsworth to 
spike his guns, and retire across the bridge, which was done 
in perfect order, the marines under lieutenant Watson cover­
ing their rear. Orders were given at the same time to fire the 
ship, spike the guns of the lower battery and join our com­
panions across the creek. Before these orders were fullyexe­
cuted the enemy appeared on the hill from which our men 
just retired, and were exposed to their fire for a short ti me 
while completing them. Hetreating in front of them for about 
five hundred yards, ~e discovered it impossible to gain the 
bridge, forded the creek, ascended the opposite bank, and 
gained our companions without receivin~ the slightest injury 
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from the ill-directed fir~ of the enemy. We continued our 
retreat towards Bangor, when we found and retired upon a 
road leading to the Kennebec by a circuitous route of sixty. 
five miles. Perceiving it impossible to subsist our men in a 
body through a country almost destitute of inhabitants, they 
were ordered to repair to Portland as speedily as they might 
be able. The entire loss of all personal effects rendered us 
dependent on the generosity of the inhabitants between the 
Penobscot and Kennebec for subsistence, who most cheer­
fully and liberally supplied our wants to the utmost extent of 
their limited means. Our warmest thanks are also due to 
the inhabitants of Waterville, Augusta, and Hallowell, for 
their liberality and attention. Our loss was but one marine 
and one seaman; made prisoners. That of the enemy was 
estimated at eight or ten killed, and from forty to fifty woun· 
ded, principally b)t the 18-pounder under charge of lieutenant 
Lewis of the United States artillery. 

The character of my first lieutenant Wadsworth was al­
ready too well established to require the additional evidence 
he gave of richly deserving the entire confidence of the de­
partment and his country. His brother officers of the navy 
and marines, equally zealous and attentive, are equally entitled 
to my thanks and their country's approbation. The bravery 
of the seamen and marines is unquestioned, their uncommon 
good conduct upon their march, those feelings which induced 
them to rally round their flag at a distaHce of two hundred 
miles from the place of their dispersion, without one instance 

\ of desertion, entitle them to particular approbation, and ren­
der them an example which their brother tars may ever be 
proud to emulate. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. lVi/liam Jones, Sr:cretary of the Navy. 
C. MORRIS. 

-
EXPEDITION AGAINST MICHILLIMACKINA.C. 

Copy of a letter from Lieut~nant-Colonel Croghan, to the &_ 
cretary of War, dated Untted States Sloop of War Niagara 

. off Thunder Bay, 9th A.ugust, 1814. " 
Sir ... 

We l:ft Fort G:ratio~ (head of straits St. Clair), on the 
13th ultimo, and Imagmed that we should arrive in a few 
days, at Malchadash Bay. At the end of a week,'however, 
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tbe commodore, from the want of pilots acquainted with that 
unfrequented part of the lake, despaired of being able to find 
out a passage through the island into that hay; and made for 
St. Joseph's, where he anchored on the ~Oth da~" of Julr. Af­
ter setting fire to the fort of St. Joseph, which seemed not to 
ha ve been recently occupied, a detachment of infanhy and 
artillery, under major Holmes, was ordered up to sault St. 
l\fary's, for the purpose of breaking up the enemy's establish­
ment at that place. For particulars relative to the execution 
of this order, I beg leave to refer you to major Holmes' re­
port herewith inclosed. Finding, on my arrival at Michilli­
mackinac, on the 26th ultimo, that the enemy had strongly 
fortified the height overlooking the old fort of Mackinac, I 
at once despaired of being able, with my small force, to carry 
the place by storm, and determined (as the only course re­
maining), on landing and establishing myself on some favour­
able position, whence I could be enabled to annoy the enemy 
by gradual and slow approaches, under cover of my" artillery, 
in which I should have the superiori ty in point of metal. I 
was urged to adopt this step by another reason, not a little co­
gent; could a position be taken and fortified on the island, I 
was well aware:: that it would either induce the enen1\' to at­
tack me in my strong holds, or force his Indi:ms and Cana­
dians (his most efficient, and only disposable force), ofT the 
island, as they would be very unwilling to remain in my 
neighbourhood after a permanent footing had been taken. On 
inquiry, I learned from individuals, who had lived man}" years 
on the island, that a position as desirable as I might wish, 
could be found on the west end, and therefore immediately 
made arrangements for disembarking. A landing was effect­
ed on the 4th instant, under cover of the guns of the ship­
ping, and the line being quickh- formed, had adYaIlced to the 
edge of the field spoken of for a camp, when intelligence ,nc; 
conve led to me, that the enemy was a-head; a fe'w seconds 
more brought us a fire from his battery, of four pieces, firing 
shot and shells. After reconnoitring his position, which was 
well selected, his line reaching along the edge of the woods, 
at the further extremity of the field, and covered by a tem­
porary breast-work, I· determined on changing m~' "position 
(which was now two lines, the militia forming the front), by 
advancing major Holtnes' battalion of re~ubrs on the right 
of the militia, thus to out-flank him, and b~" a vigorolls effort 
to gain his rear. This movement W;IS immediately ordered, 
hut before it could be executed, a fire was opened by some 
I ndians posted in a thick wood ncar our rip;ht, which proved 
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fatal to major Holmes, and severely wounded captai~ J?esha, 
the officer next in rank. This. unlucky fire, by depflvmg us 
of the services of our most valuable officers, threw that part 
of the line into confusion, from "hich the hest exertions of 
the officers were not able to recover it. Finding it impossible 
to gain the enemy's Itft, owing to the impenetrable thickness 
of the woods, a charge was ordered to be made by the regu­
lars immedi~tely against the front. This charge, althou.gh 
made in some confusion, served to drive the enemy back m­
to the woods, from whence an annoying fire was kept up by' 
the Indians. . 

I .. ieutenant Morgan was ordered up with a light piece to 
assist the left, now particularly galled; the excellent practice 
of this piece brought the enemy to fire at a longer distance. 
Discovering that this disposition from whence the enemy had 
just been driven (and which had been represented to me as 
so high and commanding), was by no means tenable, from 
being interspersed with thickets, and intersected in every 
way by ravines; I determined no longer to expose my force 
to the fire of an enemy deriving every auvantage which could 
be obtained from numbers and a knowledge of the position, 
and therefore ordered an immediate retreat to~ards the ship­
ping. 

This affair, which cost us manv valuable lives, leaves us to 
lament the f'l11 of that gallant officer major Holmes, whose 
character is so we 11 known to the war department. Captain 
Vanhorn, of the 19th infantry, and lieutenant Jackson, of the 
2-t·th infantry, both brave intrepid young men, fell mortally 
wounded at the head of their respective commands. The con­
duct of all my officers on this occasion merits my approba .. · 
tion. Captain Desha of the 24th infantry, although severely 
wounded, continued with his command until forced to retire 
from faintness through loss of blood. Captains Saunders, 
Hawkins, and Sturgus, with every suhaltern of that battalion, 
acted in the most exemplary manner. Ensign Bryan, second 
rifle regiment ~cting-adjutant to the battalion, actively for. 
warded the wIshes of the commanding officer. Lieutenants 
Hickman, 28th infantry, and Hyde, of the United States_ma­
rines, who commanded the reterve, claim mv particular thanks 
for their activity in keeping that command i~ readiness to meet 
an~ ~xigen.cy. I hav~ before ~entioned lieutenant Morgan's 
act1\'lty: hIS two aSSIstants, lIeutenant Pickett and Mr. Pe­
ters, conductor of artillery, also merit the name of good of-
ficers. . 

The militia were wanting in no part of their duty. Colonel to 
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Cotgreave, his officers and soldiers, deserve the warmest ap­
probation. My acting assistant adjutant-general, captain N. 
H. lVIoore, 28th infantry, with volunteer adjutant M'Comb, 
were prompt in delivering my orders. Captain Gratiot of the 
engineers, who volunteered his strvices as adjutant on the 
occasion, gave me valuable assistance. 

On the morning of the 5th, I sent a flag to the enemy, to 
inquire into the state of the woundt'd (two in number), who 
were left on the field, and to request permission to bring 
away the body of major Holmes, which was also left, owing 
to the unpardonable neglect of the soldiers in whose hands 
he was placed. I am happy in assuring you, that the body of 
major Holmes is secured, and will be buried at Detroit with 
becoming honours. 

I shall discharge the militia to-morrow, and will send them 
down, together with two regular companies, to Detroit. With 
the remaining three companies I shall attempt to destroy the 
enemy's establishment in the head of N aw-taw-wa-sa-ga ri­
ver, and if it be thought proper, erect a post at the mouth of 
that river. 

Very respectfully, I have the honour to remain, sir, your 
obedient servant, 

G. CROGHAN, 
Limtenant-c%neI2d riflelllen. 

Honourable J. Armstrong, Secretary of ~Var. 

Copy of a letter from lIlaj'>" A. H. Holmes, to Lieltff':71atlt-C,;­
lone! Croghan, dated Oll board Ullited States Schooner Scor­
pion, 27th July, 1814·. 

Sir, 
Pursuant to YOUI' orders of the instant, I ~t ft the 

squadron with l~eutcnant Turner of the navy, and arrived at 
the Sault St .. Mary's, at noon the day after; two hours before, 
the north-west agent had received notice of our approach, and 
succeeded in escaping \\'ith a considerable amount of goods, 
after setting fire to the vessel above the falls. The design of 
this latter measure was frustrated only by the intrepid exer­
tions of Mr. Turner, with his own men and a few of captain 
Saunders' company. The vessel was brought down the falls 
on the 25th, but, having bilged, Mr. Turner destroyed her. 
Much of the goods we have taken were found in the woods 
on the American side, and were claimed by the agent of John 
Johnston, an Indian trader. 

I secured this property, because it was good prize by the 
\·OL. 1\'. [I i] 
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maritimG! law of nations, as recognized.in the El)glish courts, 
(witness the case of admiral Rodney, adjuaged ~y lord Mans­
field). Further, bt:caust· Johnston has acted the Infamous pa~t 
of a traitor, having heen a citizen and a magistrate of the MI­
chigan territory, hefore the war, and at its commencement, 
and is now discharging the functions of magistrate under the 
British government. Because his agents armed the Indians 
(rom his store-house at our approach; and lastly, because 
those goods or a considerable part were designed to be taken 
to Michillimackinac. Pork, ,salt, and groceries compose' the 
thiefpart. Johnston himself passed to Michillimackimic since 
the squadron arrived at St. Joseph"s. 

With high respect, &c. 
A. H. HOLMES, 

Major 32d infantry. 
Lieutenant-colonel Croghan, 2d rijle, commanding. 

A true copy from the original report. 
N. H. MOORE, 

Acting adjutant-general. 
Return oj the killed, wounded, and missing, of a detachment 

commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel G. Croghan, in the affair 
of the 4th August, 1814. 
One major, 12 privates, killed; 2 captains, 1 lieutenant, 6 

serjeants, 3 corporals, 1 musician, 28 privates, wounded; 2 
privates, missing. 

Copy of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Croghan, to /3riga­
dier-general flJ'Arthur, commanding Eighth .lrlilitary Dis­
trict, dated Detroit, August 23, 1814. 

Dear Sir, 
I communicated, in my report of the 11 th instant, my in­

tention of continuing on Lake Huron with three companies, 
for the purpose of brt:aking up any depots which the' enemy 
might have on the east side of the lake. 
. We were fortunate in learning that the only line of' com­
munication from York to Mackinaw, &c. was by the lvay of 
Lake Simcoe andN autau wasa,lja river, which empties intoLake I 
Huron, about 100 miles south-east of Cabot's Head. To that 

\ river, therefore, our course was clirect-ed, in hope of finding 
the enemy's schooner N J,ncy, which was thought to be in that 
'luartt"r. On the 13th instant, the fleet anchored off the mouth 
of t~at river, and my troops wt:re q·uickly disembarked on th.e 
Fenlnsula formed between thf rivt:r and lake for the purpose Q' hxing a car~). ' . 
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On reconnoitring the position thus taken, it was discoverei 
that the schooner N aney was drawn lip in the river a few' 
hundred \;ards above us, under cover of a block-house, erect­
ed on a c'ommantling situation on the opposite shore. 

Having landed with nothing larger than four-pounders, 
and it being now too late in the evening to establish a bat­
tery of heavy guns, I determined on .-emaining silent until I 
could be enabled to open with effect. , 

On the following morning a fire for a few minutes Wl.c; 

kept up by the shipping upon the block-houst', but with little ef­
fect, as the direction towards it only could be gi\'en, a thin 
,vood intervening to obscure the ,·iew. About 12 0 "clock 
two howitzers (an eight and a half and /1\'e and a half inch) 
being placed within a few hundred yards of the block-housc~ 
commenced a fire which lasted but a few minutes, when the 
house blew up; at the same time communicated the fire te 
the Nancy, which was quickly' so em'doped in flamL's, ;"\s t(} 
render any attempts which might have been made to save 
her unavailing. 1\1)" first impression on seeing the explosiolll 
was, that the enemy, after hanng spiked his guns, had set 
fire to the magazine himself; but upon examination it was 
found to have been occasioned by the bursting of ant' of our 
shells; which, firing some combllstible matter near the ma­
gazine, gave the enemy' but barely time to escape before the 
explosion took place. The commodore secured and brought 
off the guns which were mounted within the block-house 
(two twenty-four-pound carronades, and one long six-pound.. 
er), together with some round shot, grape, and canister. 
The enemy will feel sensibly the loss of the Nancy, hLl- car. 
go consisting (at the time of her being on fire) of several 
hundred barrels of provisions, intended as a six months sup­
ply for the garrison at Mackinac. 

Having executed (so far as my force could effect) the or­
ders of the 2d. of June, given by the secretary of war, I left N au· 
tau~asaga on the qth, and arri \'ed on the 21 st at the mouth 
of the river St. Clair with my whole force, except a few sol .. 
diers of the 17th infantrv, who were left as marines on board 
two small vessels, which" still continue to cruize on that lake. 

I am, most respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
GEOHGE CROGHAN, 

/ Lieutenant-colonel 2d rifle regimmt. 
Brigadier-general D. 1I1'Arthur, . 

commanding eighth military district, 
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COjJY oj a letter from Captain Sinclair, commandin$ on Lak~ 
Erie, to the Secretary oj the Navy, dated Umted States 
Sloop of War Niagara, off St. Joseph's, 22d July, 1814. 

Sir, 
The wind became favourable on the evening of the 3d in­

stant, the troops were embarked, and I sailed from Detroit 
that night; but such wel"e the. difficulties I had to encounter 
on the flats off Lake St. Clair, where, instead of ten feet, as 
I had been led to believe there was, I only found eight, and 
the rapid current of that river, that I did not reach Lake 
Huron till the 12th. From thence I shaped my course, as 
directed, for Matchadash bay, and used every possible effort 
to gain it; but not being able to procure a pilot for that un­
frequented part of the lake, and finding it filled with islands 
and sunken rocks, which must inevitably prove the destruc­
tion of the fleet, as it was impossible to avoid them, on ac­
count of the impenetrable fog with which this lake is almost 
continually covered, and finding the army was growing short 
of provisions from the time already elapsed, it was agreed 
between colonel Croghan and myself to push for this place, 
where we should procure such information as would govern 
our future operations. We were favoured in winds, and ar. 
rived here on the 20th. The enemy' had abandoned his work, 
consisting of a fort, and large block-house, &c.; those we 
destroyed, but left untouched the town and N. W. Compa­
ny's store-houses. 

Very respectfully, I have the honour to remain, sir, your 
obedient servant, 

A. SINCLAIR. 
The honourahle ~Villiam Jones, secretary of the navy. 

Copy of a letter, Jrom Captain Sinclair, commanding on Lak~ 
Erie, to the Secretary of the Navy, dated United States 

i Sloop oj lVar Niagara, off Michillimackinac, Ju{y 30th, 
1814. 

Sir, 
Whilst wind-bound at St. Joseph's, I captured the N. W. 

company's schooner Mink, from Michillimackinac to St. 
l\~ary's, with a cargo of Hou~-receiving intelligence through 
thIS source, that the schooner Perse~erance was lying above 
the Falls, at the lower end of Lake Superior, in waiting to 
transp?rt the Mink's cargo to Fort Williams, I despatched 
the sh.'p's launches ll~~er lieutenant Turner, of the Scorpion, 
an active and enterpnsIng officer, to capture her, and if pos-
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sible to get her down the Falls. Colonel Croghan att~che(l 
major Holmes with a party of regulars to co.-operate 10 the 
expedition, in which the capture of St. Mary's was included. 
The official report of the result, made hy lieutenant Turner, 
I herewith inclose you. The capture of the Perseverance 
gave us the complete command of Lake Superior-and had 
it not been for the strong force at Michillimackinac, forhid­
ding a separation of our means of attacking that place, and 
feeling myself bound by my instructions to do so, before I 
was at libert" to enter into any extensive enterprize of my 
own planning, I should have availed myself of this unlooked­
for advantage, and have broken up all their important estab­
lishments on Lake Superior. The capture of Fort William 
alone would have nearl~' destroyed the enem~"s fur trade, as 
that is his grand depot and general rendez\'ous, from which 
his extensi\'e trade branches in all directions, and at which 
place there is never less than a million in value of property, 
and at this season of the year, it is said, there is twice that 
amount.-I fear such another opportunity may never occur. 
The capture of those two vessels and the provisions, will, 
however, prove of very serious inconvenience to the enemy 
in that remote quarter, where the loss cannot possibly be re­
trieved.-Flour was, before this 105s worth 60 dollars p~r 

. barrel with them, and salt provisions 50 cents per pound, &c. 
I have the honour to remain, sir, with great respect, your 

obedient servant, 
A. SINCLAIR. , 

The Izonourable William Jones, secretary of the navy. 

Copy of a letter from Lieutenant Turner, to captain A. Sinclair, 
commanding on Lake Erie, dated United States Schooner 
Scorpion, r1f lIfichillimackinac, July 28th, 1814. 

Sir, 
I have the honour to inform you, that agreeable to your 

orders of the 22d instant, I proceeded on the expedition to 
Lake Superior with the launches. I rowed night and day; 
but having a distance of sixty miles against a strong current, 
information had reached the enem, at St. Mary's of our ap­
proach about two hours before I arrived at that place, carried 
by Indians in their light canoes; sen-ral of whom I chased, 
and by firing on them and killing some, prevented their pur­
pOStS; some I captured and kept prisoners until my arrival, 
others escaped. The force under major Holmes prevented 
any thing like resistance at the fort, the enemy with their In­
{lians carrying with them all the light valuable articles, pel-
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try, clothes, &c. I proceeded across the strait of Lake Superior 
without a moment's dt1lav; and on mv appearance, the enemy 
finding they could not g~t off with the v.essel I was ill quest 
of, set fire to her in several places, scuttled, and lef~ her. I 
succeeded in boarding- her, and bv considerable exertions ex­
tinguished the flames: and secur~d her from sinking. I then 
stripped her an(! prepared for getting. her down the .falls. 
Adverse winds prevented my attemptlllg the falls untIl the 
26th, when every possible effort was used, but I am sorry to 
say without success, to get her over in safety. The fall in 
three quarters of a mile is forty-five feet, and the channel ve­
]'1 rocky; the current runs from twenty to thirty knots, and 
in one place there is.a perpendicular leap of ten feet betw.een 
three rocks; here she bilged, but was brought down so rapidly 
that we succeeded in running her on shore below the rapids 
before she filled, and burned her. She was a fine new schoo­
ner. upwards of 100 tons, called the PersFverance, and will 
be a severe loss to the north-west company. Had I succeed­
ed in getting her safe, I could have loaded her to advantage 
from the enem~"s store-housts. I have, however, brought 
down four captured boats loaded with Indian goods to a con­
siderable am.ount; the balance contained in four large and two 
small store-houses were destroyed, amounting in value from 
50 to 100,000 dollars. All private property was according to 
your orders respected. The officers and men under my com­
mand beha\'ed with great activity and zeal, particularly mid­
shipman Swartwout. 

I have the honour to be, sir, with great respect, your obe­
dient servant, 

DANIEL TUH.NER. 

Copy of a letter from Captain Sinclair to the Secretary of the 
Navy, dated United States' Sloop of War Niagara, qlf Thun: 
der Bay, August 9th, 1814. 

Sir, 
I arrived off MichiIlimackinac on the 26th July; but owing 

to a tediolls spell of bad weather, which prevented our recon­
noitring, or being able to procure a prisoner who could give 
us inforll)ation of the enemy's Indian force which from seve­
Tal little skirmishes we ~ad on an adjace'nt isla~d, appear­
~d to be v~rr. great, we dId not attempt a landing until the 4th 
Instant, and It was then made more with a view to ascertain 
positively the ene?lY's strength, tha~ with any possible hope 
of Success; knowmg, at the same tIme that I could effect~ 
ally cover their landing and retreat to' the ships, from the 
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position I had taken within three hundred \':lrds of the beach. 
Colonel Croghan would never have landed, even with this 
protection, being positi\'e, a~ he was, that the Indian force 
alone on the island, with the advantages thev had, were su­
perior to him, could he have justified. himself to his govern­
ment, wi thout having stronger proof than appearances, that 
he could not effect the object in view. . 

Mackinac is, by nature. a perfect Gibraltar, being a high 
inaccessible rock on every side, except th~ west, from which 
to the heights you have nearly two miles to pass through a 
wood, so thick that our men were shot in every direction, 
and within a few vards of them, without being able to see 
the Indians who did it; and a height wa"s scarcely gained be­
fore there was another within 50 or 100 yards commanding 
it, where breast-works were erected and cannon openuI on 
them. Several of those were charged and the enemy driven 
from them; but it was soon found the further our troops ad­
vanced the stronger the enemy hecome, and the weaker and 
more bewildered Our force were; several of our command­
ing officers were picked out and killed or wounded by the 
savages, without seeing any of them. The men were getting 
lost, and falling into a confusion natural under such circum­
stances, which demanded an immediate retreat, or a total 
defeat and general massacre must have ensued. This was 
conducted in a masterTy manner by colonel Croghan, who 
had lost the aid of that valuable and ever-to-be-Iamented of­
ficer major Holmes, who, with captain Vanhorn, was killed 
by the Indians. The enemy were d!iven from many of their 
strong holds; but such was the impenetrable thie kness of the 
woods, that no advantage gained could be profited by. Ollr 
attack would ha\'e been made immediatel\' under the lower 
fort, that the enem~' might not have been ~Lle to use his In­
dian force to such advantage as in the woods, having disco­
vered by drawing a fire from him in several insta~ces, that I 
had greatly the superiorit~, of metal of him; but its scite be­
ing abbut 130 feet above the water, I could not, when near 
enough to do him an injury, elevate sufficil'lItly to batter it. 
Above this, nearly as high again, he h:ls another strong fort, 
commanding every point of the )~land, and almost perpendi­
cular on all sides. Colonel Croghan not ckeming it prudent 
to make a second attempt lipan this pIau', and having ascer­
tained to a certainty that the onh naval force the enem\" ha\'e 
.• I . 

upon the lakes consists of one schooner of four guns, I have 
determined to despatch the Lawrence and Caledonia to lake 
Erie immediately, believing tht:ir services in transporting-our 
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armies there will be wanting; and it being important that the 
sick and wounded, amounting to about 100, and that part of 
the detachment not necessarv to further our future operations 
here, should reach Detroit ~ ithout dela~-. By an intelligent 
prisoner captured in the Mink, I ascertained this, and that 
the mechanics and others sent across from York during the 
winter, were for the purpose of building a flotilla to transport 
reinforcements and supplies to Mackinac. An attempt was 
made to transport them by the way of Matchadash, but it was 
found impracticable, from all the portages being a morass; 
that they then resorted to a small river called N autauwasaga, 
situated to the south of Matc1ladash, from which there is a 
portage of three leagues. over a good road to Lake Sip'lcoe. 
This place was never known until pointed out to them last 
summer by an Indian. This river is very narrow, and has six 
or eight feet water in it about three miles up, and is then a 
muddy rapid, shallow for 45 miles up to the portage, where 
their armada was built, and their store-houses are now situated. 
The navigation is dangerous and difficult, and so obscured by 
rocks and bushes, that no stranger could ever find it. I have, 
however, availed myself of the means of discovering it. I 
shall also blockade the mouth of French River until the fall; 
and those being the only two channels of communication by 

- which Mackinac c.an possibly be supplied; and their provi. 
sions at this time being extremely short, I think they will be 
starved into a surrender. This will also cut off all supplies to. 
the north-west company, who are now nearly starving, and 
their furs on hand can onl~' find transportation by the way of 
Hudson Bay. At this place I calculate on falling in with their 
schooner, which, it is said~ has gone there for a load of pro­
\'isions, and a message sent to her not to venture up while we 
are on the lake. 

Very respectfully, I have the honour to remain, sir, your 
obedient servant, 

ARTHUH SINCLAIR. 
The honourable William Jones, Secretary of the Navy. 

Extract of a letter from Captain A. Sinclair, to the Honoura· 
hie WlIIiam Jones, Secretary of the Navlj, dated on b()Ql"d 

. United States Sloop Niagara, Erie, September 3d, 1814. 
SlT, 

Immediatel" after the attack on Michillimackinac I des. 
patched the Lawrence and Calt-donia, with orders t~ lieute-. 
mint-c~~mandant Dexter to make all possibl~ despatch to 
Lake Ene, and there co-operate with our arm~·. &:c. while I 
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shaped my course in pursuit of the enemy's force, suppos~d 
to he about Nautauwasauga; and I cannot but express my 
surprise at having passed those n:ssels and arrind at Erie 
before t-hem. B\' that opportunitv I apprised you of my 
movements up to the 9th ultimo, since which time I have 
been fortunate enough to find his Britannic majesty's schoon­
er Nancy, laden with provisions, clothing, &c. for the troops 
at Mackinac. 

She' was two miies up the N autauwasauga Hi~er, moored 
under a block-house, strongly situated on the south-east side 
of the river, which, running nearl~' parallel with the bay 
shore for that distance, forms a narrow peninsula; this and 
the wind being off shore, afl'<,,,ded me an opportunity of an­
choring opposite to him, and within good battering distance; 
but finding the sand-hills and trees frequently interrupting 
my shot, I borrowr"d an eight-inch howitzer from colonel 
Croghan, mounted it on one' of m\' carriages, and sent it on 
the peninsula, under command of lieutenant Holdup; a situa­
tion was chosen, by captain Gratiot of the engineers, from 
which it did great execution. The enem\' defended himself 
very handsomelv, until one of those shells burst in his_block­
house, and in a few minutes blew up his magazine. This set 
fire to a train which had been laid for the destruction of the 
"esse!, and in an instant she was in flames. I had made the 
necessary preparation with boats for getting on board of her; 
but frequent and heavy explosions below deck made the risk 
of lives too great to attempt saving her. She was, therefore, 
with her valuable cargo, entirely consumed. I cannot s:ty 
whether those who defended her were blown up in the block­
house, or whether they retreated in the rear of their work, 
which they might have done unseen by us, as it afforded a 
descent into a thick wood. I hope the latter. A number of 
articles were picked up at a considerable distance off; among 
them was the commander's desk. containing copies of letters, 
::'ltc. several of which I herewith inclose you for your informa­
tion. They serve to show the vessel to have been comm:md­
ed by lieutenant vVorsley of the royal navy; of what infinite 
importance her cargo was to the garrison at l\,yackinac, and 
that they have nothing afloat now on that lake. The Nancy 
appeared to be a very fine vessel, between the size of the 
Queen Charlotte and Lady Prevost. There were three guns 
on the block-house, two 24-pounders, and one 6-pounder. I 
cannot say what was on the vessel, ~s an her ports were 
closed. I also got a new boat, called by them a gun-boat, but 

\'01 .. 1'"-. (K k 1 
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unworthy the name, being calculated to mount only a 24-pound 
carronade. 

The N autauwasauga is too narrow, and overhung ~ith 
bushes, for. a vessel to get up, except by warping, which pre­
vented my sendinJ; gun-boats in, or colonel Croghan f~om 
attempting to turn his rea!"; as we saw a number of Indla~s 
skulking, and occasionally firing across from the banks; It 
was in this way the only man we had touched, was wounded. 

You will see, by the inclosed letters, the short state they 
are in for provisions at Michillimackinac; and I am assured, 
from the best authority, that this IS the only line of commu­
nication by which they can be supplied, that of the Grand 
River being rendered impassab!e for any thing heavier than 
a man to carryon his back. by sixty portages;, I have there­
fore left the Scorpion and Tigress to blockade it clost:ly, un­
til the season becomes too boisterous for boat transportation. 
Colonel Croghan thought it not advisable to fortify and gar­
rison Nautauwasauga, as the enemy's communication from 
York is so short and convenient, that any force he could 
leave there would be cut off in the winter. 

I was unfortunate in getting embared, in a gale of wind, 
on a rocky, iron-bound shore, which occasioned the loss of 
all the boats I had in tow, amongst which was the captured 
gun boat and my launch: I fdt fortunate, however, in saving 
my vessel, lumbered as she was with 450 souls on board, and 
shipping such immt:nse quantities of water as to give me very 
serious alarm for some hours. I was compelled to strike 
some of my guns below, and nothing saved her, at last, but 
a sudden shift of wind, as there is nothing like anchorage in 
Lake Huron, except in the mouths of rivers, the whole coast 
bt:ing a steep perpendicular rock. I have been several times 
in great danger of total loss, in this extremely dangerous 
navigation, entirely unknown to our pilots except direct to 
Mackinac, by fa!lin~ suddenly from no sou'ndillgs into three 
fathoms, and tWIce mto one quarter less twain, all a craggy 
rock. Those dangers might be avoided, from the transpa­
rency of tbe water, bUl for the contiflued thick fogs which 
prevail almost as constantly as on the Grand Bank. 

By the arrival of the mail a few hpurs after I anchored at 
Detroit, I learned the critical state of our armv on the penin­
sula, and that the Somers and Ohio had been- captured. The 
craft fr.om the flats.' with p~rt ot my guns and shot, had not 
yet arrIved, but bel ng certam my presence would be neces­
~ry ~t the earliesl fJossible moment, I availed myst:lf of a 
falS wlDd, and sailed for this place, where I am happy to 
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learn that our army feel themselves perfectly secure where 
they are. I have, howe\'er, sent the Lawrence, Lady Prevost, 
and Porcupine, to Buffaloe, there to render any assistance 
which may be required, and shall follow m~'selt: in the courso 
of 24 hours. There is such an imminent risk of the loss of 
the fleet, at this season of the year, l"ing to an anchor near 
Buffaloe, where the bottom is composed entirely of sharp 
rock, a strong current setting down, and exposed to the open 
lake, from whence the heaviest gales are experienced, that [ 
shall not, unless ordered positively to do so from the depart­
ment, continue there a moment longer than I can ascertaill. 
the commanding general's views, and in what way the fleet 
can co-operate with him. Daily and dear-bought experience 
teaches us we ought not to risk our fleet in a situation where 
tlwy are so liable to be lost. Lieutenant Kennedy has, no 
doubt, informed you of the total loss of the Ariel, after be­
ing on float and ready to move from there. 

I have the honour to remain, with great respect, Sil', your 
obedient servant, 

A. SINCLAIH. 
N. B. A company of riflem"\1 from Sandusky, has just 

arrived here, and have been forwarded on to Fort Erie with­
out delay. 

E~·tract of a Letter from A, Sind?ir, Esq., commanding t!l~ 
United States Naval Force on the Upper Lakes, to the Se­
cretanj of the NIl:JY, dated United States Ship Niag'ara, 
Roads off Erie, October 28, 1814. 

Sir, 
I am under the mortifying necessity of stating to you that 

the report mentioned in my last letter of the vessels left in 
the Upper Lake having been surprised and captured by boats 
of the enemy, has turned out to be correct. The boatswain 
and four men from the Scorpion made their escape, on their 
way to Kin~on, and crossed Lake Ontario in skiffs from 
the bay of c:tftinte to the Gennessee river, from ~hence t6 

. this place. The man's story is a most unfavourable one, and 
such as I am loth to believe true, from the well-known char­
acter of lieutenant Turner. He says the blockade of the 
Nautawasauga river was raised a sh~rt time after m,' depar .. 
ture-that the lieutenant who commanded ,he navy (and wh~ 
had escaped in the woods when she was destroyed) had pass­
ed up to l\1ackinac in boats, and it was by him and his crew 
they were captured. The Tigress had been separated from 
him five days among the islands. in which time she had been 
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captured. The~ came. in s!ght of her, lying at anchor,. in the 
evening; the wmd bemg hght, they anchored some dIstance 
from her, without passing signals. In the morning there was 
only four or five men, and no officer on deck. The Tigress 

.J got under way, run down, fired into them~ and were on board 
without any report ever being made to Mr. Turner, nor was 
there an officer of any grade on deck when she was captured. 
The wind was light, the Scorpion had the advantage of a 
long 12-pounder over the other, and could have recaptured 
her with much ease. The Tigress had made great res~st­
ance, but was overpowered by an overwhelming force. Her 
commander (sailing-master Champlain) and all her officers 
were wounded, as were many of his men, and some killed. 
I had given lieutenant Turne·r a picked crew from this ves­
sel, with my sailing master, and had added to both their 
crews twenty-five chosen men, borrowed from colonel Cro­
ghan, to act as marines. I had also left him a boardiog net­
ting; indeed, there was no precaution I did not ta1ce in anti­
cipation of every effort, I knew the enemy would make, to 
regain their line of communication, on which their very ex­
istence depended. 

I herewith inclose yap my instructions to lieutenant Tur­
ner, after which I cannot express to you, sir, my chagrin at 
learning the little regard which appears to have been paid to 
them, and the edl consequences growing out of such neglect; 
consequences but too well known to you and to the govern­
ment. You must first believe the infinite interest I had taken 
in the expedition from the moment I had been entrusted 
with the conducting it, and the sariguine hope I had fanned 
of its complete success, and the benefits resulting from it to 
my country, to enable you to form an adequate idea of the 

. mortification I now experience. 
I ~ave the honour to remain, with high respect, sir, yOUl; 

obedient servant, 
A. SINCLAIH. 

Honourable T¥illiam Jones, secretary of the na.· 

Extract oj a Letter from Captain Arthur Sinclair, comma.nd­
illg the United States Naval Force on the Upper Lakes, to 
the Secrdar':loj the Navy, dated Erie Roads, 11th NOfJem.-
ber, 1814. . 

Saili~g-master .Champlain, who commanded the Tigress, 
has arnnu here In the cartel from Mackinac, with some of 
the wounded. He has his thigh shattered by a grape shot, 
and has not yet been able to make out a d.etO!-ilec;i repor~ of: 
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his capture. He appears not to have been surprised, but de­
fended his vessel braveh', killing and wounding a number of 
the enemy, who overpowered him with 150 sailors and sol­
diers, and 250 Indians, the latter headed b\' Dick~n. The 
Scorpion was overpowered, as mentioned in my ktter of the 
27th. ult. The conduct of the' erem)' to our prisoners thus 
captured, and the inhuman butchery of those who fell into 
their hands, at the attack of Mackinac, has been barbarous 
beyond a parallt-l. The former have been plundered of almost 
every artic1", of clothing the~' possessed-the latter had their 
hearts and livers taken out, which were actually cooked and 
feasted on (and that too in the quarters of th~ British offi­
cers, sanctioned by colonel ;\1' Dowall) b~· the savages. 

This cannibal act, which has capped the climax of British 
atrocity, and must enr be \'iewed with indignant horror by 
the christian world, will be sworn to by two respectable la­
dies, who came down in the cartel, and who were witnesses 
to it. I am further assured by Mr. Astor, who, was detained 
there with his cartel for nearly two months, that it was not 
disowned by the garrison at l\lackinac, and that when re· 
monstrance was made by some who had not lost all sense of 
feeling and honour, they were threatened with arrest by the 
colonel, if thev checked the Indians in anv of their wishes • 

. One of the p~isoners was inhumanl~' m~rdered, by one of 
their militia, to decide a dispute between him and an Indian, 
of who had the best claim to the reward of his body or scalp, 
and no notice was taken of it b~· the colonel. ,\0 rela,e to 
you, sir, all the acts of horror which have been practised 
upon those unfortunate victims who fell into the enemy's 
hands on the 4th of August, would go far beyond the limits 
of a letter. 

GENERAL OHDEH. 
Cornwall, Upper Canada, October 7th, 1814. 

His excellency the commander of the forces has received 
from lieutenant~general Drummond, a report from lieute­
nant-colonel M'DonalI, dated Mackinaw, the 9th September, 
conveying the gratifying intelligence of the capture of two 
armed schooners, Tigress and Scorpion, which the enemy 
had stationed at the Detour, near St. Joseph's, for the pur­
pose of cutting off all supplies from the garrison at Mack­
Inaw. 

This gallant enterprise was planned and executed by lieu­
tenant Worsley of the royal navy, and a detachment of 50 
of the Royal Newfoundland regiment, under the command 
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oflieutenant Bulger. attached for this service to the division 
of seamen under that!officer. 

The United States schooner Tigress was carrie~ by board­
ing at 9:o'clock on'the night of the 3d instant, and the 
schooner Scorpion at dawn of day on the morning of the 6th 
instant. 

The skilful conduct and intrepidity, displayed in the exe­
cution of this daring enterprize, reflects the highest credit 
on lieutenant Worsley of the royal nav~', and the officers, 
seamen, and soldiers unrler his command. Lieutenants Bul­
ger, Armstrong, and Raclenhurst, of the Royal Newfoundland 

. regiment, are noticed by lieutenant-colond M'Donall; as also 
Mr. Dickson and Livingston of the Indian department, who 
volunteert:d ttieir services on this occasion. 

The enemy's loss was three seamen killed, and all the offi­
cers of the Tigress and three seamen severely wounded. 

The Scorpion mounted one long 24-pounder and a long 
12; the Tigress, one long 24-pounder. They were command­
ed by lieutenant Turner of tht: American navy, and had 
crews of 30 men each. 

The British loss is two seamen killed. 
Lieutenant Bulger. Royal Newfoundland regiment, and 

.sevt ral soldiers, slightly wounded. 
(Signed) EDWARD BAYNES, 

Adjutant-general, No A. 

-
WAR WITH THE CREEK INDIANS. 

Copy of a letter from Brigadier-General Claiborne, of volun­
teers, to the Secretary of War, dated Fort Claiborne, east 
bank of the Alabama, 85 miles above Fort Stoddart, January 
1st, 1814. 

Sir, 
On the 13th ultimo, I marched a detachment from this 

post with a view. of destroying the towns of the inimical 
Creek Indians, on the Alabama, ab ;Vt: the mouth of the Ca­
haba. Afte r hav ing marched about ·0 In 1 ks, from the best 
in~ormation I LOuld obtain, I was within 30 miles of a town 
newly erecte~ on a ground calltd Holy, occupit:d by a 
large b,·dy ot the enemy, under the command of Wither­
ford, the half breed chief, who was one of those who com­
manded the Indians that destro. td the garrison at Mims in 
August last, and who has committed many depredations on 
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the frontier inhabitants. I immediatelv caused a stockade to 
be erected for the securit\, of the he~"y baggal2;e and sick. 
On the morning of the 22d the troops resumed their line of 
march, chitfly through woods without a tr:tck to guide th,·m. 
When near the town on the morning of tht 23d, m \ dispo­
sition for attack was m:\d.-.-Th·· troops adnmted in three 
columns. 'Vith the centrt"' (olllm!. I ad\'an,ed tn\ self, order­
ing Lester's guards and "V dls' troop of drag()(J~s to act as a 
corps of reserve. About Lloon th.- right column, composed 
of twelve months' volunteers, commanded b~' colonel Joseph 
Carson, came in view of the town called ECLanachaca (or 
Holy Ground), and was immediately vigorollsly altacked by 
the enemy, who were apprised of our approach, and had 
chosen their field of ,action. 

Before the centre, commanded b,' lieutenant-colonel Rus­
sell, with a part of the 3d regiment of United States' infan­
try and mounted militia riflemen, or the left column, which 
was composed of militia and a part\' of Choctaws under 
Pushamuttaha, commanded by major Smoot of the militia, 
who were ordered to charge, could cl'm,· generally into ac­
tion, the enemy were repulsed and were flving in all direc­
tions, many of them were casting awa~' t1wir arms. 

Thirty of the enem~' Wl rc killed, and judging from every 
appearance man~' were wounded. "he loss on oLlr part, was 
one corporal killed, and one ensign, two serjeants, one cor­
poral, and two privates wounded. 

A pursuit was immediately ordert·d; but from the nature 
of the country, nothing was effected. 1 he town was nearly 
surrounded by swamps and deep r:tvines, which rendered 
our approach difficult, and facilitated the escape of the ene­
my. In the town we found a large quantit~, of provisions, 
and immense property of \'arious kinds, which the enemy, 
flying precipitately, were obliged to leave behind, and which, 
together with two hundred houses, were de~tro~·ed. They 
had bareh time to remove their women and children across 
the Alab~ma, which runs near where the town stood. rhe 
next day was occupied in destroying a town consisting of 60 
houses, eight miles higher up the ri\·er, and in taking and 
destroying the enem~ 's boats. At :he town last destroycd 
was killed three Indians of some distinction. The town first 
destroyed was built since the commencement of hostilities, 
and was established as,a place of security for the inhabitants 
of several villages. The leader Wltherford, Francis, and the 
Choctaw Sinquistur's son, who were principal prophets, re­
sided here. Three Shawnese were among the slain, 
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Colonel Carson of the volunteers, lieutenant-colonel Rus­

sell of the 3d regiment United States infantry, and major 
Smoot of the mihtia, greatly distinguished themselves. The 

_ activity and zeal (.f the assistant deputy quat~er-master-gc:­
neral, captain Wert, and of my brigade-major, ~ennedy, 
merit the appropation of government. I was much mde~ted­
to my aid-de-camp lieutenant Cah'it of volunteers, to heu­
tenant Hobcson of the 3d regiment, and mafor Caller of mi­
litia, who acted as my aids on that da.l', for the promptness 
and ability with which they performe~ their several duties. 
The officers of the different corps behaved handsomely, and' 
are entitled to distinction.-Courage animated every ~oun­
tenance, and each \"ied with the other in rendering service. 
f have taken the liberty of communicating to you directly, 
in consequence of the distant station of the general com· 
manding the district, and also for the purpose of forwarding 
to yc;>u the inclosed original document which was found in 
the house of Witherford. It shows partially the conduct of 
the Spaniards towards the American government. 

The third regiment has returned to this place, and volun­
teers are on their march to Mount Vernon near Fort Stod­
dart for the purpose of being paid off and discharged, their 
terms of service having generally expired. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your excel­
lency's most obedient servant, 

FERD. L. CLAIBORNE, 
. Brigadier-general of volunteers. 

His-excellency Jolm Armstrong. 

The following l~tter from the governor of Pensacola to the 
Creek Indians was inclosed in the above. 
Gentlem;n, Pensacola, 29th September, 1814. 

I receIved the letter that "ou w'rote me in the month of 
August, by which, and with 'great satisfaction, I was inform­
ed of the fdvantages which your brave warriors obtained 
over your enemies. 

I represented, as I promised you, to the captain-general in 
Havanna, the request (which the last time I took you by the 
hand ye madt: mt:), of arms and munitions; but until now I 
cannot yet have an answer. But I am in hopes that he will 
~e?d me the effects which I requested; and as ;oon as I re­
ceIVe them, I shall intorm you. , 

I am ~'e,ry thankful for your generous offers to procure me 
the provJsJo~S and warriors necessary, in order to re-take the 
post of Mobile; and you ask me at the same time, if we ha\'"e 

., 
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given up the post of Mobile to the Americans? To which I 
answer, for the present, I cannot profit of your generous offer, 
not being at war with the Americans; who did not take 
l\lobile by force, since they purchased it from the misera­
ble officer, destitute of honour, who commanded there, and 
delivered it without alllhority: by which reason, the sale 
and dt'livery of that place is totally void and null, and I hope 
that the AmeriCWns will restore it again to us, because nobo­
dy can dispose of a thing that is not his own property: in 
consequence of which, the Spaniards have not lost their right 
to it; and I hope that you will not put in execution the project 
which you tell me of, to burn the town; since those houses 
and properties do not belong to Americans, but to true 
Spaniards. 

To the bearers of your letter, I have ordered some small 
presents to be given. And I remain, forever, your good father 
and friend. 

(Signed) l\IANXIQUE. 

Copy of a letter from General Jackson, of the Tennessee 
'Volunteers, to General Pinckney. 

Sir, 
Head-Zuarters, Fort Strother, Jan. 9. 

I had the honour of inform ing you, in a letter of the 31 st 
ultimo, forwarded by Mr. lVI'Candles (express), of an excur­
sion I contemplated making still further into the enemy's 
countrv, with the new-raised volunteers from Tennessee. I 
had ordered those troops to form a junction with me on the 
10th instant1 hut they did not arrive until the 14th. Their 
number, including officers, was about 800; and on the 15th I 
marched them across the river to graze their horses. On the 
next dav I followed with the remainder of my :force, consi~:t­
ing of the artillery company, with one six-po~nder, one com­
pany of infantry of 48 men, two companies of spies, com­
manded by captains Gordon and Russel, of about 30 men 
each, and a company of volunteer officers, headed by general 
Coffee, who had been abandoned by his men, and who still 
remained in the field awaiting the order of the government; 
making my force, exclusive of Indians, 930. 

The motives which inHuenced me to penetrate still further 
into the enemy's country, with this forct:, were many and ur­
gent. The term of service of the new-raised volunteers was 
short, and a considerable part of it was expired; they were ex­
peltsive to the government, and were full of ardour to meet the 

°q;L. 1~~o ~L 1"1 
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enemy. The ill effects of keeping soldiers of thiR description 
long ~tationar~' and idle, I had been made to feel but too sen­
siblv alrea(l\--other caUSt'S Loncurred to make s~ch a move­
me~t not onh justifiahle hut absolutely necessary. I had re­
ceived a lette'l 'from ~'aplain :".1' Alpin of the 5th instant, who 
commanded at Fon Armstrong in the absence of colonel 
Snodgrass, informing me that 14 or 15 tow~s of the en~~y, 
situ~\ted on the waters of the Tallapoosa, were about umtmg 
their forces and attacking that place, which had been left in a 
very feeble state of defence. You had, in your letter of the 
24th ultimo, informed me that general Floyd was about to 
make a movement to the Tallapoosa, near its junction with 
the Coosee; and in the same letter had recommended tem­
porary excursions against such of the enemy's towns or set­
tlements as might be within striking distance, as well to 
prevent my men from becoming discontented, as to harass the 
enem,-. Your ideas corresponded exactly with my own, and 
1 was h,pp~' in the opportunity of keeping my men engaged, 
distressing the enemy, and at the same time making a diver­
sion to facilitate the operations of general Floyd. 

Determined bv these and other considerations, I took up 
the line of march on the 17th instant, and on the night of the 
18th encamped at Talledega Fort, where I was joined by be­
tween 200 and 300 friendh Indians; 65 of whom were Che­
rokees, the balance Creek~. Here I recei~ed your letter of 
the 9th instant, ,stating that general .Floyd was expected to 
make a mOVement from Cowetau the next day, and that in 
eighteen days thereafter he would establish a firm position 
at Tuckabotchee; and also a letter from colone: Snodgrass, 
who had returned to Fort A rmstrong, informing me that an 
attack was intended soon to be made on that fort by 900 of 
th~ ent-my. If I could have hesitated before, I could no,v 
hesitate no longer. I resolved to lose 110 time in meeting this 
furce, which was understood to have been collected from 
New Yorcm, Oakfuskee, and Ufauley towns, and were con­
~entrated in the bend of the Tallapoosa, near the mouth of 
the creek called Emllcfau, on an island below New'Yorc311. 

On the morning of the 29th, your letter of the 10th instant, 
forwarded by 1\1r. i\1'Candles, reached me at the Hillabee 
C~eek, an? 'that night I encamped at Entochapw, a small 
Hlllabee VIllage about twdve miles from Emuckfau. Here 
I ,began to perceive ,'ery pbinh' how little knowledge my 
epIcs had of the countn', of the situation of the enem\' or of 
the distance I was from'them. The insubordination of the new 
troops and the want of skill in most of their officers,also became 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. [267 

more and more apparent. But their ardour to meet the ene­
my was not diminished; and I had a sure r.--liance upon the 
guards, and a company of old voluntet'r offi eers, and upon the 
spies, in all about 125. Mv wishes and m~ dut~, remained 
united, and I was determined to effect, if possihle, the objects 
for which the excursion had been principall~1 undertaken. 

On the morning of the 21st, I marched from Enotachopco, 
as direct as I could for the bend of the Tdllapoosa, and about 
2 o'clock, P. ]\;1.. my spit·s having di"co\'ered two of the ene­
my, endeavoured to catch them, 'JUt failed. In the evening I 
fell in upon a large trail, which led to a new road, much beaten 
and lately travelled. Knowing that I must have arrived with­
in the neighbourhood of a strong force, and it being late in 
the day, I determined to encamp, and reconnoitre the coun­
try in the night. I chnse the best scite the country would ad­
mit, encamped in ~ hollow ~,quare, sent out my spies and 
pickets, doubled my sentinels, and made tIll' necessarv ar­
rangements before dark, for a night attack. About ten o'clock 
at night, one of the pickets fired lit three of the enemy and 
killed one, but he was not found until the next da,'. At 11 
o'dock, the spies whom I had sent out returned w·ith the in­
formation, that there was a large encampment of Indians at 
the distance of about three miles, whom from their whoop­
ing and dancing seemed to be apprized of our appmadl. One 
of these spies, an Indian, in whom I had great col\fidence, as­
sured me that they were carrying off their women and chil­
dren, ~nd that the warriors would either make their escape 
or attack me before day. Being prepared at all points, noth­
jng remained to be done but await their approach, if they 
meditated an attack, or to be in readiness, if they did not, to 
pursue and attack them at day-light. While we ·were in this 
state of readiness, the enemy about 6 o'clock in the morning 
commenced a vigorous attack on my left flank, which was 
vigorously met; the action continued to rage on my left flank, 
and on the left of my rear, for about half an hour. The brave 
general Coffee, with colonel Sittler, the adjutant-general, and 
colonel Carroll, the inspector. general, the moment the firing 
commenced, mounted their horses and repaired to the line, 
encouraging and animating the men to the performance of 
their duty. So soon as it became light enough to pursue, tho 
left wing, having sustained the heat of lhe action and bein~ 
somewhat weakened, was reinforced bv (aptain Ferrill s com­
pany of infantry, and was ordered and led on to the charge 
by general Coffee, who was well supported by colond Hig­
gins and the inspector-general, and by all the officers and pri-
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vates who composed that line. The enemy was completely 
routed at every point, and the friendh' Indians joining in the 
pursuit, they were chased about two miles with great slaughter. 

The chase being over, I immediatel~' detached general 
Coffee with 400 men and all the Indian force, to bum their 
encam~ment; but it was said .by some to be fortified. I 
ordered him, in that event, not to attack it, until the artillery 
couId be sent forward to reduce it. On viewing the encamp­
ment and its strength, the general thought it most prudent to 
retutn to my encampment, and guard the artillery thither. 
The wisdom of this step was soon discovered; in half an hour 
after his return to camp, a considerable force of the enemy 
made its appearance on my right flank, and commenced a 
brisk fire on a party of men who had heen on picket-guard 
the night before, and were then in search of the Indains they 
had fired upon, some of wh8m they believe had heen killed. 
General Coffee immediately requested me to let him take 200 
men and turn their left flank, which I accordingly ordered; 
but, through some mistake, which I did not" then observe, 
not more than 54 followed him, among whom were the old 
volunteer officers. With these, however, he immediately 
commenced an attack on the left flank of the enemy; at which 
time I ordered 200 of the friendly Indians to fall in upon the 
right flank of the enemy, and co-operate with the general. 
Tltis order was promptly obeyed, and in the moment of its 
execution, what I expected was realized. The enemy had 
intended the attack on the right as a feint, and, expecting to 
direct all my attention thither, meant to attack me again and 
with their main force on the left flank, which they had hoped 
to find weakened and in disorder; they were disappointed. I 
had ordered the left flank to remain firm to its place, and the 
Inoment the alarm gun was heard in that quarter, I repaired 
thither, and ordered captain Ferrill, part of my reserve, to 
support it. The whole line met the approach of the enenfy 
with astonishing intrepidity, and having given a few fires, 
they forthwith charged with great vigour. The effect was im­
mediate and ine\·jtable. The enemy fled with precipitation, 
and were pursued to a considerable distance, by the left flank 
and the friendly Indians, with a galling and destructive fire. 
Colonel Carroll .. w~o ordere~ the c.harge. led on the pursuit, 
and colonel Hlggms and hiS regiment again distinguished 
themselves. 

I.n the mean time general Cofre(: was contending with a su­
peTJ?r force of the enemy. The Indians whom I had ordered 
n> Jus support, and whe had set out for t.he purpose; hearing 



,~ 

OFFICIAL DOCU~\lENTS. 

the firing on the left, had returned to that quarter, and when 
the enemy were routed there entered into the chase. That 
being now over, I forthwith ordered Jim Fife, who was one 
of the principal commanders of the friendly Creeks, with 100 
of his warriors, to eXecute my first order; so soon as he 
reached general Coff.-e, the charge was made and the enemy 
routed: they were pursued about three miles, and 45 of them 
slain, who were' found General Coffee was wounded in the 
body, and his aid-de-C1mp, A. Donaldson, killed, together 
with three others. Ha~'ing brou~ht in and huried the dead, 
and dressed the wounded, I ordered my camp to be fortified, 
to be the better prepared to repel any attack which might be 
made in the night; determined to commence a return march 
to F.ort Strother the following d:,~" Many causes concllrred to 
make such a measure necessary: as I had not set out prepared 
or with a view to make a permanent establishment, I consi­
dered it worse than useless to advance and destroy an empty 
encampment. 

I had, indeed, hoped to have met the enemy there, but 
having met and beaten them a little sooner, I did not think it 
necessary or prudent to proceed an\' farther: not necessary, 
becanse I had accomplished all I could expect to effect by 
marching to their encampment; and because if it was proper 
to contend with and weaken their forces still farther, this ob­
ject would be more certainly attained by commencing a re~ 
turn, which, having to them the appearance of a retreat, 
would inspire them to pursue me. N ot p~'udent, because of 
the number of my wounded; of the reinforcements from be­
low, which the e~emy might be expected to receive; of the 
starving condition of m~ horses, they having had neither 
corn nor cane for two da~'s and nights; o} the scarcity of sup­
plies for my men, the Indians who joined me at Talladega 
having drawn none, and being wholly destitute; and because, 
jf the enemy pursued me, as it wac: likely they would, the 
diversion in favollr of general Floyd would be the more com­
plete and effectual. Influenced by these considerations, I com­
menced my return march at half after 10 on the 23d, and wac; 
fortunate enough to reach Enotachopco befure night, having 

/ passed without interruption a dang~rous defile, occasioned by 
a hurricane. I again fortified my camp, and having another 
defile to pass in the morning, across a deep creek, and between 
two hills, which I had \'iewed with attention as I passed on, 
and where I expected I mig~t be attacked, I determined to 
pass it at another point, and gave directions to my guide and 
fatigue men accordingly. My expectation of an attack in the 
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morning was increased by the signs of the night, and. \Vjt~ it 
In" raution. :adnre r 1110\'ed the wounded from the interior 
ofm,· camp, I h;-;d my !,Ollt ·Ind fl·~lI' guards formed, as well 
as m;, rirht and ltft (olumno.;, :lnd moved off my centre in re­
gular order, leading down a handsomt"' I idg, to Enotachopco 
creek, at ~I point where it was de:lr of feed, except imme­
diatel~' on its margin. [h.!cI pI <·,·ir)uo.;h j"SllU\ a gelleral order, 
pointing out the manner in whi, h the men should be formed 
in the event of <in attack on the front or fear, or on the flanks, 
and had particularh· utlllicJOed the (,fficl:'rs to halt and form 
according1r, the instant the word should be given. 

The front guard had crosst'd with part of the flank columns, 
the wounded were over, and the artillerv in the act of enter­
ing the creek, \Vhnl an alarm gun was heard in the rear. I 
heard it \\"ithout surprise, and eVt'n with pleasure, calculating. 
with the utmost confidence on .the firmness of my troops, 
from the manner in which I had seen them act on the 22d. I 
had placed colonl:'l Carroll at the head of the centre column of 
the rear-guard: its right column was commanded by colonel 
Perkins, and its left by colonel Stump. HavlDg chosen the 
ground, I expected there to have entirdy cut off the enemy by 
wheeling the right and left columns on their pivots, recross-. 
ing the creek ahove and below, and falling in upon their flanks 
and rt:ar. But to my astonishment and mortification, when 
the word was given by colonel Carroll to halt and form, and 
a few guns had been fired, I beheld the right and left co­
lumns of the re,ll" guard precipitately give way. This shame­
ful retreat was disastrous in the extreme: it drew along with 
it the greater part of the centre column, leaving not more 
than twenty-five men, who being formed by colonel Carroll, 
maintained their ground as IOll~ as it was possible to main­
tain it, and it brought consternation and <.Onfusion into the cen­
tre of the army; a consternation which was not easily re­
moved, and a confusion which could not soon be restored to 
order. There was then left to repulse the enemy, the few 
who ~emained ~f the rcar gllarJ~ the a,rtillery company. and 
captain Russell s compan~ of SpIes. 1 hey however realized, 
and exceeded my highest expectations. Lieutenant Arm­
strong, who commanded the artillery company in the absence 
of ~aptain Dt'adrick ,( confined by sickness); ordered them 
to form and advanc-: to the top of the hill, whilst he and a 
few others dragged lip the six-poundt"J. Nevcr was more 
bravcry displayed than on thiS o. l asian. Amidst the most 
galling fire from the enemy, m01 r. than ten times their num­
ber, they ascended the hill.and maintained their position un-
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til their piece was hauled up, when, ha\'ing levdled it, they 
pou red upon the en.,.m~· a firt" of "rap", reloaded and fired 
aglin, charg,'d and !"epuls", them. , 

The most d,'libente bra\"en' was displan:d hy Constantine 
Perkins ancl Craven J lh' m of l.ht'lrtiller\', ;'ctirlg as gun­
ners. In the hurn' of the moment, in ,;,3n~rating the gun 
from the limbers, the nm!11 T ,lid picker of the cannon were 
left tied to the limber. No s"on; r was this discO\'ered, .han 
Jackson, amidst the ga ling fire of the enem\', pulled out the 
ramrod of his musket and used it as a picker; primed with a 
cartridge and fired the cannon. Perkins, having pulled offhis 
bayonet, llsed his musket as a rammer, drove down the cart­
ridge; and Jackson, using his former plan, again discharged 
her. The brave lieutenant Armstrong, just after the first fire 
of the cannon, with captain Hamilton, of E. Tennessee, Brad­
ford, and M'Govock, all fell, th, lieutenant exclaiming as 
he lay, " my brave fellows, some of you may fall, but you 
must save the cannon:' About this time, a number crossed 
the creek and entered into the chace. The brave captain Gor­
don of the spies, who had rushed from the front, endeavour­
ed to turn the left flank of the enem\', in which he partially 
succeeded, and colonel Carroll, colonl:'l Higgins, and captains 
Elliot and Pipkins pursued the enemy for more than two 
miles, who fled in consternation, throwing away their packs, 
and leaving ~6 of their ,,:arriors dead on the fidd. This last 
defeat was decisive, and we were no mOl'c disturhed by their 
yells. I should do injustice to my feelillgs if I omitted to 
mention that the venerable judge Cocke, at the age of 65, en­
tered into the engagement, continued the pursuit of the ene­
my with youthful ardour, and saved the life of a fellow-sol­
dier by killing his savage antagonist. 

Our loss in this affair was - killed and wounded; among 
the former was the bra\'e captain Hamilton, from East Ten­
nessee, who had, with his aged father and two others of his 
company, after the period of his enS:I:;ement had expired, 
volunteered his services for this excursion, and attached him­
self to the artillery comp:tn~". No man ever fought more 
bravely or died more gloriously; and by his side; fell with 
equal bravery and glory, Bird Evans, of the same company. 
Captain Quarles, who commanded th, centre column of the 
rear guard, prderring death to the abandonment of his post, 
having taken a firm stand, in which he W;lS followed IJY '25 of 
his men, received a wound in his head, of which he has since 
died. 

In these several engagemt:nts our loss was 20 killed and is 
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wounded, fOllr of whom have since died. The loss of the .... 
enemy cannot be accuratdv ascettaint"d; 189 of their v:arriors 
were 'found dead, but this' must fall corisidera~ly short of the 
number really killed. Their wounded can only be guessed at. 

Had it not been for the unfortunate retreat of the rear guard 
in the affair of the 24th instant, I think I could safely havo 
said, that no army of militia ever acted with mort' cool and 
deliberate braver}'; undisciplined and inexperienced as they 
were, their conduct in the several engagements of the 22d 
could not have been surpassed by regulars. Nomen evel' 
met the approach of an enemy with more intrepidity, or re­
pulsed them with more energy. On the 24th, after the retreat 
of the rear guard, they seemed to have lost all their collect­
edness, and were more difficult to be restored to order than' 
any troops I have ever seen. But this was no doubt owing in 
a great measure or altogether to that very retreat, and ought 
rather to be ascribed to the want of conduct in many of their 
officers than to any cowardice in the men, who on every oc­
casion have manifested a willingness to perform their duty 
so far as thev knew it. 

All the effects which were designed to be produced by this 
excursion, it is believed have been produced. If an attack 
was meditated against fort Armstrong. that has been preven­
ted. If general Floyd is operating on the east side of the Tal­
lapoosee, as I suppose him to be, a most fortunate diversion 
has been made in his favour. The number of the enemy has 
been dIminished, and the confidence they rnav have derived 
from the ddaJs I have been ,made to experi~nce, has been 
destroyed. Discontent has been kept out of my army, wh,le 
the troops who would ha~c been exposed to it have been benefi.­
ciallyemployed. The enemy's country has been exploted, and 
a road cut to t~e point where their force will probably be con­
centrated when they sh"ll be driven from the country below. 
But in a report of this kind, and to you who will immediately 
perceive th~m, it is not necessary to state the happy conse­
qnences which may be expected to result from this excursion. 
Unless I am greatly mistaken, it will be found to have has­
tened the tc:rmination of the Creek war, more than any mea­
sure I could have taken with the troops under my command. 

I am, sir, with sentiments of high rt:spect, your obedient 
servant, 

ANDREW JACKSON •. 
J11ajor-generaI. 
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Copy of a letter from Brigadier-General Floyd, to j)lajor-Ge­
neral Pinckne':l~ dated Camp Dr/iance (-+8 miles west of 
Chatahouchie) , January 27, 1814. 

Sir, ' 
I have the honour to acquaint your excellency that this 

morning at 20 minutes past 5 o'clock, a ven'large body of hos­
tile Indians made a desperate attack upon the army under my 
command. The~' stole upon the sentintls, fired on them, and 
with great impetuosity rushed upon our line. In 20 minutes 
the action became general, and our front, right, and left flanks 
were closely pressed, but the brave and gallant conduct of 
the field and line officers, and the firmness of the men, re· 
pelled them at every point. 

The steady firmness, and incessant fire of captain Tho­
mas's artillery, and captain Adams' riflemen, preserved our 
front lines; both of these companies suffered greatly. The 
enemy rushed within thirty yards of th~ artillery, and cap­
tain Broadnax, who commanded one of the pickt:t gu:uds, 
maintained his post with great braven', until the enemy gain­
ed his rear, ana then cut his way through them to the army­
on this occasion, Timpooche Barn:lrd, a half ~,reecl, at the 
head of the Uchies, distinguished himself, and contributed 
to the r~treat of the picket guard; the other friendh' Indians 
took refuge within our lines, and remained inactive, with the 
exception of a few who joined our ranks-as soon as it be­
came light enough to distinguish objects, I ordered majors 
'\Vatson's and Freeman's battalions to wheel up at right an­
gles with majors Booth's and Cleveland's battalions (who 
formed the right wing), to prepare for the charge. Captain 
Duke Hamilton's cavalry (who had reached me but the day 
before) was ordered to form in the rear of the right wing, to 
act as circumstances should dictate. The order for the charge 
was promptly obeyed, and the enemy fled in every direc­
tion before the bayonet. The signal was gi\'en for the charge 
of the cavalry, who pursued and sahred fifteen of the enc 
my, who left 37 dead on the field-from the effusion of bloot! 
and the number of head-dresses and war-cluos found in va~ 
rious directions, their loss must have been considerable, in~ 
dependent of their wounded. 

I directed the friendh' Indians, with ,Merriwether sand 
Ford's rifle companies, 'accompanied by captain Hamilton's 
troop, to pursue them through Caulebee swamp, where they 
were traiL.:d by their- Illood, but they succeede ... in u'lerta.\..ng 
but one of the wounded, 

fM m1 
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Colonel Newman received three balls in the commence­

ment of the action, which deptived me of the services of 
that gallant and useful officer. The as.sistant adjuta~t.gene­
ral Hardin was indefatigable in the dIscharge of hIS duty, 
and rendt'recl importan { sen'ices; his horse was wo~nded un­
der him. The wholl" of the staff were prompt, and dIscharged 
their dun' with r;ourtge and fidelity. Their vigilance"the1in-

• trepidity of the offil"~rs and firmness of tl~t' men, meet my 
approhation, and ieserve lh(: praise of theIr country. 

I have to regret the death of man~' of my brave fellows, 
who h,lve found honourable graves, in the voluntary stipport 
of their countr". 

My aid-de~~amp, 'in, executing m~' orders, had his horse 
killed under him; gen~ral Lee and major Pace, who acted as 
additIonal aids, rendered me essential services, with honour 
to themselves; amI usefulness to the cause in which they have 
embarked. Four waggon and several other horses were killed, 
and two of the artiller~' horses wounded. While I deplore 
the loss sustained on this occasion, I have the consolation 
to know, th:lt the men whom I have the honour to com­
mand have aone their duty. I herewith transmit you a list 
of the killed and wounded, and have the honour to be, 
most repectfully, your obedient servant, . 

JOHN FLOYD, 
B riga dier-general. 

Total killed, 17; total wounded, 132. 
(Signed) CHAHLES WIL~IAMSON, 

\ Hospital-surgeon. 
N. B. One of the wounded since dead-s of the friendly 

Indians killed, 15 wounded. 

Copy of a letter from .~l(1jor-General Jackson to l.lfajor-Gene­
ral Pinckney, dated on the battle ground, in the bend oj the 
Taillpoosie, 28th 1I1arch, 1814. 

Sir, 
I feel, peculiarly happy in being able to communicate to you 

the fort unate eventuation of 111y expedition to the Talapoosie. 
I reached the bend near E mucfau (called bv the whites the 
Horse Shoe), abo~lt 10o'clock in the foreno~n of yesterday, 
where I faun? the strength of the neighbouring towns col­
lecte~; expectmg our approach, they had gathered in from 
Oakl ~skee, Oakchaga, New Y ancau,H illibees, the Fish Pond, 
and Enfaulee towns, to the number it is said of 1000. It is 
difficult to conceive a situation more eligible for defence than 
they had chosen, or one rendered more secure by the skill 
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with which they had erected their breast-work. It was from 
five to eight feet high, and extended ~rrf)SS the p )int in such 
a direction, as that :l force app,()~ching it would he exposed 
to a double fire, while the~' lay in perfect security behind. A 
cannon planted at one extremity could have raked it to no ad­
vantage. -

Determining to exterminate them, I detached General Cof. 
fee with the mounted menlnd nearl~' the whole of the Indian 
force early on the morning of Yesterda,-, to cross the river 
about two miles below their encampment, and to surround 
the bend in such a manner, as that none of them should es~ 
cape by attempting to cross the riverl 

With the infantry I proceeded slowly and in order along 
the point of land which led to the front of their breast-work, 
having planted my cannon (one six and one three-pounder) 
on an eminence at the distance of 150 to 200 yards from it, 
I opened a very brisk fire, playing upon the el~emv with the 
muskets and rifles whenever the\' shewed them.,elves beyond 
it; this was kept up, with shon'intt'rruptions, for about two 
hours, when a part of the Indian force, and captain l{ussell's 
and lieutenant Bean's companit·., of spi<:s, who had accom­
panied general Coffee, crn<;st'cL mer in canoes to the t'xtre­
mity of the bend, and sel fire to 'I few of the buildings which 
were there situated; thn' then ,,!l",lllL d with gr<:<1t gallantry 
towards the breast-wnrk, and (tlmmn.nl a sl)iritl'd fire up­
on the enemy behind it. F\l1ding that tl11'; force, notwith­
standing the braver~- lht·y displa~-t'd, W;\S ",holh insufficient 
to dislodge them, and th:H r;ennal Coffl'e had entirel~ secured 
the opposite bank of the riv('r, [ now determined to take their 
works by storm. The men by whom this was td be effected 
had been waiting with impatience to receive their order, and 
hailed it with acclamation. 

The spirit which animated them was a sure augury of the 
success which was to follow. The history of warfare I think 
furnishes few instances of a more brilliant attack-the re­
gulars, led on by their intrepid and skilful commander colo­
nel Williams, and by the gallant m;~or Montgomery, soon 
gained possession of the work", in the midsl of a most tre .. 
mendous fire from behind them, and the militIa of the vene. 
rable general Doherty~s brig'lde accompanied them in the 
charge with a vivacity and firmness which would have done 
honour to regulars. The enemy were completely routed.­
Five hundred and fifty-seven were left dead on the peninsu­
la, and a great number of them were killed by the horsemen 
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in attempting to cross the river; it is believed that no more 
than ten had escaped. 

The fighting continued with some severity above five hours, 
but we continued to destroy many of them who had concealed 
themselves under the banks of the river until we were pre­
vented bv the night. This morning we killed 16 which had 
been concealed. We took 250 prisoners, all women and chil­
dren except two or three. Our lo~s is 106 wounded and 26 
killed. l\1ajor M'Intosh (the Cowetau) who joined my army 
with a part of his tribe, greatly distinguished himself. When 
I get an hour's leisure I will send· you a more detailed ac­
count. 

According to my original purpose, I commenced my re­
turn march to Fort Williams to-day, and shall, if I find suf­
ficient supplies there, hasten to the Hickory Ground. The 
power of the Creeks is, I think, for ever broken. 

I send you a hasty sketch, taken by the eye, of the situa­
tion on which the enemy were encamped, and of the manner 
in which I approached them. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, 

Jlfqjor-geneml Pinckn~y. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 
.lIIajor-gen~al. 

-
REPULSE OF THE BRITISH AT MOBILE. 

Copy of a letter from Major Lawrence, to Major-General Jack­
son, dated Fort Bowyer, September 15, 1814, 12 o'clock at 
night. 

Sir, 
After writing the inclosed, I was prevented by the approach 

of the enemy from sending it by an express. At meridian 
they were under full sail, with an easy and favourable breeze, 
standing directly for the fort, and at 4 P. M. we opened our 
battery, which was returned from tw~ s.hips' and two brigs, 
as. they approached. The acti?n became general at about 20 
mmutes past 4, and was contmued without intermission on 
either side until 7, when one ship and two brigs were com­
pelled to retire. The leading ship, supposed to be the com­
mo~ore, mounting twenty-two thirty-twa-pound carronades, 
havmganchorednearest our battery, was 50 much disabled, her 
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cable being cut by our shot, that she drifted on shore, within 
600 yards of the battery, and the other ves~els having got out 
of our reach, we kept such a tremendous fire upon her that 
she was set on fire and abandoned by the few of the crew wh., 
survived. At 10, P. M., we had the·pleasurt: of witnessing the 
explosion of her magazine. The loss of lives on board must 
have been immense, as we are certain no boats left her ex­
cept three, which had previously gone to her assistance, and 
one of these I believe was sunk; in fact, one of her boats was 
burned along side of her. 

The brig that followed her I am. certain was much damaged 
both in hull and rigging. The other two did not approach 
near enough to be so much injured, but I am confident they 
did not esca,pe, as a well-directed fire was kept on them dur­
ing the whole time. 

During the action a battery of a twelve-pounder and a 
howitzer was opened on our rear, but without doing any ex- . 
ecution; and was silenced by a few shot. Our loss is four ·pri­
vates killed and five .privates wounded. 

Towards the close of the action the flag-staff was shot 
away; but the flag was immediately hoisted on a sponge staff 
over the parapet. While the flag was down the enemy kept 
up their most incessant and tremendous fire; the men were 
withdrawn from the curtains and north-east bastion, as the 
enemy's own shot completely protected our rear, except the 
position they had chosen for their battery. 

Where all behaved well it is unnecessary to discriminate. 
Suffice it to say, every officer and man did his duty-the whole 
behaved with that coolness and intrepidity which is charac­
teristic of .the true American, and which could scarcely have 
been expected from men most of whom had never seen an 
enemy, and were now for the first time exposed for nearly 
three ·hours to a force nearly or quite four guns to one. 

We fired during the action b~tween four and five hundred 
guns, most of them double-shotted, and after the first half 
hour but few missed an effect. 

September 16th, 11 o'clock, A. M-
Upon an examination of our battery, this morning, we find 

upwards of 300 sho~-holes in the inside of the north and east 
curtains, and north-east bastion of all calibres, from musket-balls 
to thirty-two-pound shot. In the north-east bastion there were 
three guns dismounted; one of which, a four-pounder, was 
broken oW near the trunnions by a thirty-twa-pound shot, 
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and another much battered. I regret to say that both the 
twenty-four-pounders are cracked in such a manner as to 
render them unfit for service. 

I am informed b\' two deserters from the land forc.e, who 
have just arrived h~re. and \\~hom I send for your qisposal, 
that a reinforcement is expected, when they will doubtless 
endeavour to wipe off the stain of yesterday. 

If you \\ ill send tht· Amelia down,we may probablr save 
most or all of the ship'!-. guns, as her wreck is lying in six or 
seven feet water, and some of lhem are just covert:d. They 
will not, however. answer for the fort, as they are too short. 

By the deserters, we learn that the ship we have destroyed 
was tht Hermes, but her commander's name they did not 
recollect. It was the commodore, and doubtless fell on his 
quarter-deck, as we had a raking fire upon it at about two 
hundred yards distance for some time. 
,. To captain Sands. who will have the honour of handing 
you' this despatch, I refer YOll for a more particular account 
of the movements of the enemy than may be contained in 
my letters; his services both btfore and during the action were 
of great importance, and I consider fully justify me in hav­
ing detained him. Captain Wdlsh and several men were 
much bUI ned b) the accidental explosion of two or three 
cartridges. They are not includtd in the list of wounded 
heret~ore given. 

'j he enemy's fleet, this morning at day-break, were at an­
chor in the channel aboUl four miles from the fort; shortly. 
after it got under way and stood to sea; after passing the bar 
they hove t~o. and b?,lts have been constantly passing be­
tween th~ disabled brIg and the others. I presume the for­
mer is so much injured as to render it necessary to lighten 

• her. 
Fifteen minutes after 1, P. M.-The whole fleet have this 

moment made saIl, and are standing to sea . 
. I have the honour to be, very respectfully, sir, your obe­

dIent servant, 
WM. LAWHENCE. 

Major-general Andrew Jackson. commanding 
seventh military district. 
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DESTRUCTION OF THE SETTLEMENT OF BARRATARIA. 

t 
Copies of lettersfram Commodorf' Pattf'r,r;on to the Secretary of 

the Navy, dated New Orleans, 10th October, 1814. 
Sir, 

I have very great satisfaction in reporting to ,'o~, that the 
contemplated expedition against the pirates, so long and 
strongly established among the western islands and wafers of 
this state, of which I had the honour to inform you in my 
letter of the 10th ultimo, has terminated in the capture and 
destruction of all their vessels in port, their establishments on 
the island of Grand Terre, Grand Isle, and Cheniere Ca­
minada, and the dispersion of 'the band themselves. The 
succesful issue of this attack upon tht'm will, I trust, prevent 
their ever collecting again in force sufficient to injure the 
commerce of this state. 

The force of the pirates was twenty pieces of cannon, 
mounted, of different calibres, and, as I have learned since 
my arrival, from eight hundred to one thousand men of all 
nations and colours. 

I have brought with me to this city six fine schooners and 
one felucca, cruizers and prizes of the pirates, and one arm­
ed schooner under Carthagcnian colours found in company 
and ready to oppose the force under m~' command. 

Herewith I have the honour to transmit a detailed account 
of this expedition, which, I hope, will prove satisfactory to 
the department, as also a cop" of a letter from Lafitte, the 
chief of the pirates, to captain Lockyer, of H. B. M. brig 
Sophia, which forms the conclusion of a correspondence en­
tered into between the English com manders in the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Floridas, and the pirates, copies of which 
his excellency govanor Claiborne informs me- he transmit­
ted to the department of state. This correspondence shows· 
the importance of the expedition, and the important species 
of force we have prevented the en,emy's receiving by their 
proposed aIliance with the pirates, and added to our own. 

I have the honour to be, with great consideration and res­
pect, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL T. PATTERSON. 
The honourable William Jones, 

Secretary of the Nu'()y, Washington. 

Sir, New Orleans, October 10th, 1813. 
I have the honour to inform you that I d~partt'd from this 

city on the 11th ultimo, accompanied by colonel Ross, with 
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a detachment of seventy of the 44th regiment f)f infantry, on 
the 12th reached the s~hooner Carolina, at Plaquemine, and 
formed a junction with the gun-vt'ssels at the Bal.ize on the 
13th sailed from the south-west pass on the evenmg of the 
15th: and ~t half past 8. A. M., on the 16th, made the island 
of Grand Terre (B arratari a) , and disconred a number of 
vessels in the harbour, some of which showed Carthag~nain 
colours. A.t 9 peYl'eived the pirates forming tht'ir vessels, ten 
in number, including prizes, into a line ofb.lule near the en- . 
trance of the harbour, and making every preparatIOn to offer 
me battle; at 10, wind light and variable, formed the order of 
battle with the six gun-vessels, viz. Nos. 5,23,156,162,163, 
and 65, the Seahorse tender, mounting one six-pounder and 
fifteen men, and a launch mounting one twelve-pound car­
ronade; the schooner Carolina drawing too much water to 
cross the b~r; at half past 10 perteived several smokes along 
the coast as signals, and at the same time a white Bag hoisted 
on board a schooner, at the fore, an American Bag at the 
main-mast head, and a Carthagenian flag (under which the 
pirates cruizc) at her topping lift; replied with a white Bag 
at my main; at 11 discovered lhat the pirates had fired twoof 
their best schooners; hauled down my white Bag and made the 
signal for battle, hoisting with it a large white Bag bearing 
the words ,. pardon to deserters;' having heard there were 
a number from the army and navy there, who wished to re­
turn if assured of pardon, and which the president's procla­
mation offered till the 17th. At ... quarter past 11 gun-vessels 
No. 23 and 156 (the latter bearing m\' pendant) grounded, 
and were passed agreeabl)' to my previous order, by the other 
four which entered the harbour; manned my barge and the 
bO'Ats belonging to the grounded vessels, and proceeded in, 
when to my great disappoin ment I perceived that the pirates 
had abandoned their vessels. and were fh ing in boats, in all 
direct~ons. I imme~iatd~' s~nt ,he launch and two g~n-bar­
ges WIth small boats 10 pursuit of them; at meridian took pas .. 
session of all their vessels in the harbour, consisting of six 
schooners and one felucca, cruizers and prizes of the pirates 
one brig, a prize, and two armed schooners under the Carth": 
genian flag, both in the line of battle, with the armed vessels 
of the pirates, and apparently with an intention to aid them 
in any resislance they might make against me, as their crewS 
~ere at quarters, tampions out of their guns, and matches 
hghted. Colonel Ross at the same tim~ landed, and with his 
command took possession of their establishment on the shore, 
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consisting of about forty houses of different sizes, badly con­
structed, and thatched with palmetto leaves. 

When I perceived the enemy forming their vessels into a 
line of battle, I felt confident, from their number and advan­
tageous position, and their number of men, that they would 
have fought me; their not doing so I regret; for had they, I 
should have been enabled more effectually to destroy or make 
prisoners of them and their leaders; Imt it is a subject of great 
satisfaction to me, to have effected the object of my enter­
prize, viz. captuTing an their vessels in port, and dispersing 
the band without having one of my brave fellows hurt. 

The enemy had mounted on their vessels twenty pieces of 
cannon of different calibre; and, as I have since learnt, from 
800 to 1000 men, of all nations and colours. 

Earl\- in the morning of the 20th, the Carolina at anchor, 
about five miles distant, made the signal of a " strange sail 
insight to the eastward;" immediately after, she weighed 
anchor, and gave chase, the strange sail standing for Grand 
Terre, with all sail; at half past 8 the chase hauling her wind 
off shore to escape; sent acting-lieutenant Robert Spedden 
with four boats manned and armed to prevent her passing the 
harbour; at 9, A. M., the chase fired upon the Carolina, 
which was returned; each vessel continued firing during the 
chase, when their long guns could reach; at 10, the chase 
grounded outside the bar, at which time the Carolina was, 
,(rom the shoalness of the water, obliged to h~lll her wind off 
shore, and give up the chase; opened a fire upon tne chase 
across the island from the gun-vessels; at half past 10 she 
hauled down her colours, and was taken poss,ession of by 
lieutenant Spedden; she proved to be the armed schooner 
called the General Bolivar, under the Carthagenian flag; by 

. grounding she broke both her rudder pintlt:s, and made wa­
ter; hove her off in the course of the day, and at day-light on 
the 21st sent out a small prize sc.hooner to lighten her, took 
from her her armament, consisting of one long brass eigh­
teen-pounder, one long brass six-pounder, two twelve-pound 
carronades, small anns, &c. and twenty-one packages of dry 
goods, and brought her into port; and as I could not wait for 
the repairs necessary for her rudder, ordered her to this port 
for adjudication. I am well convinced that she is one of the 
vessels belonging to, or connected with the pirates, as signals 
of recognition for her were found on board one of the pirate's 
cruizers, and at the time she was discovered, she was stand­
ing directly for Grand Tern., which sqe still endeavoured 
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to gain, after being chased by the Carolina, not knowing of 
our being in possession of it; she fired several shots at the 
Carolina, after the latter had shown her colours. 

On the afternoon of the 23d got under way, with the 
whole squadron, in all seventeen vessds-(but during the 
night one schooner ul1(j.-r Carthagenian colour., escaped)­
on the morning of the 24th entered the south-west pass of 
this ri,'(:'f, and on the lst instant <1rrived opposite this city 

·with -all m\' squadron. 
The amount of ~he pri-'es and prize g.oods will probably be 

consid\:rable; bllt at'present cannot he ascertained. 
Three of the schooners are admirably adapted for the pub­

lic service on this station, being uncommonly fleet sailers and 
light draught of water, and would be of infinite public utility. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of commendation of the 
good conduct of the officers, seamen, and marines, whom I 
have the honour to command; nothing could exceed the zeal 
shown by all on this occasion. 

Great credit is due to lieutenant Louis Alexis and Mr. 
Thomas Shields, purser, for gallantly leading in, in the face 
of the enemy; the former in the Seahorse tender; and the 
latter in the launch, when they had every reason to believe 
the enemy would open their wholt:: battery upon them, sup­
ported by gun-\'t!ssel NO.5, astern of them, commanded by 
l\1:r. J D. Ferris; Mr. Shields very harfdsome1y volunteered 
his services on this expedition, and has from his being a sea­
man rendered me great assistance in taking charge of and 
bringing one of the prizes to this city. 

Lieutenant Thomas A. C. Jones, particularly distinguish­
ed himself by boarding one of the schooners which had been 
fired, and extinguishing the fire after it had made great pro­
gress; a quantity of powder being left in her open cabin, evi­
dently designed to blow her up; he is also with lieutenant 
~orris, and acting-lieutenant Thomas S, Cunningham, en­
titled to m~' thanks for the severe duty performed by them in 
open ~oats, for s~ veral da\'s and nights. _ 

Actmg-ltt-utenant Spedden merits,particularnotice for the 
handsome manner ID which he It'd the boats to cut off the 
Gener"l Bolivar, an~ afterwards bringing her into port. 

I am also greatly Indebted to li~utenant Alexis, acting-lieu­
~nants Spedden and M'Keever, sailing-masters J. D. Fer­
r~s, George ~lric.k, an~ 'Vi1lia~ Johnson, for thelt- indefa­
tigable exertIOns In fitting the pnzes for sea; to acting-lieu­
tenant M' Keever, also, for his extreme attention to the duties 
devolving on him from my pendant being hoisted on board 
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No. 23, under his command. I beg leave, sir, to seize this 
opportunitypf recommending these officers to your particular 
notice, and to solicit a confirmation of their present rank for 
acting-lieutenants -Robert Spedden, 'Isaac MLKeever, and 
Thomas S. ~unningham. . . 

It affords me great satisfaction to inform you that the most 
cordial co-operation of colonel Ross, and the detachment of 
his regiment, in every measure adopted or duty performed, 
the utmost barmony existing between the two corps during 
the whole expedition, himself; officers, and men sharing in 
every enterprise or arduous duty where their services could 
be useful. 

Had it ~een possible for the Carolina to have entered the _ 
harbour, or prudent to have drawn her officers and men from 
her, when anchored in an open roadstead, and where I had 
every reason to expect the appearance of enemy's cruisers, 
I should have derived great aid from captain Henley, his of­
ficers, and crew, who all expressed the strongest desire to 
partake of our toils, and any danger there might be to en­
counter. I have no doubt the appearance of the Carolina in 
the squadron had great effect upon the pirates. 

I have the honour to be, with great consideration and re­
spect, your obedient servant, 

DA~IF.L T. PATTEHSON. 
The honourable William Jones, 

,tcretary of the navy, Washington. 

-
CAPTURE OF PENS~COLA • .. 

Copy of a letter from Major-General Andrew JaCkson, to the 
_ Governor of Tennessee. 

J Head-p<"'uarters, 7th fo!ilitary District, 
Sir, TellsaU', November 14, 1814. 
- On last evening I returned from Pensacola to this place-. 
I reached that post on the evening of the 6th. On my ap­
proach sent major Pierre with a flag, to communicate the ob- . 
ject of my visit to the governor of Pensal;ola. He approached 
Fort St. George with his flag displayed, and was fired on by 
the cannon from the fort-he returned and made a report 
thereof to me. I immediately went with the adjutant-gene­
ral and the major with a smaHescort, and viewed the fort. 
andfollnd it defen~ed by both Briti~h and Spanish troops. 
I immediately determined to storm the town~ retired and en .. 
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camped my troops for the night, and made the necessary ar­
rangements to carry illY determin~tion into effect the next 

day. ". 
On the morning of the 7th, 1 marched \\1th the effectwe 

regulars of the 3d, 39th, and 44th infantry, part of general 
C(;ffee~s brigade, the Mississippi dragoons, and part of the 
W tst Ten"nessee regiment, commanded by heutenant-colo­
nel Hammonds (colonel Lowry having deserted and gone 
home), and part of the Choctaws led by major Blue, of the 
39th, and m"ajor Kennedy of Mississippi territory. Being en­
camped on the west of the town, I calculated they would ex­
pect the assault from that quarter, and be prepared to rake 
me from the fort, and the British armed vessels, seven in 
number, that lay in the bay. To cherish this idea I sent out 
part of the mountecLmen to show themselves on the west, 
,rhilst I passed in the rear of the fort undiscovered to the 
east of the town. When I appeared within a mile, I was in 
full view. My pride was never marc heightened than view­
ing the uniform firmness of my troops, and with what un­
daunted courage they advanced, with a strong fort ready to 
assail them on the right, seven British armed vessels on the 
left, strong block-houses and batteries of cannon in their 
front, but they still advanced with unshaken firmness, enter­
ed the town, when a battery of two cannon was opened a 
the centre column, composed of the regulars, with ball and 
grape, and a shower of musketry from the houses and gar­
dens. 1 he battery was immediately stormed by captain Le­
vall and company, and the musketry was soon silenced by 
the steady and well-directed fire of the regulars. 

The governor met colonels Williamson and Smith, who 
led the dismounted volunteers, with a Hag, begged for mer­
cy, and surrendered the town and fort unconditionally; mer­
cy was granted, and protection given to the citizens and their 
property-and still Spanish treachery kept us out of posses­
sion of the fort until nearly 12 o'clock at night. 

N ever was more c~ol, determined bravery displayed by 
any troops; and the Choctaws advanced to the charge with 
equal bravery. On the morning of the 8th, I prepared tQ 
march and storm the Barancas, but before I could move tre­
mendous explosions told me that the BCJ.rancas, with all its ap­
pendages, was blown up. I despatched a detachment of t,vo 
hundred men to explon: it, who returned in the night with 
thl! information that it was blown up, all the combustible 
pa.rts b.urnt, the cannun spiked and dismounted, except two: 
thiS bemg the case I determined to withdraw m,- troops but . , 
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before J did I had the pleasure to see the British depart. 
Colonel Nicholls abandoned the fort on the night of the 6th, 
and betook himself to his shipping, with his friend 'Captain 
Woodbine, and t~eir red friends. . 

The steady firmness of my troops has drawn a just res­
pect from our enemies; It has convinced the Red Sticks, that 
they have no strong hold or protectioil, only in the friendship 
of the United States-the good' order and conduct of my 
troops whilst in Pensacola, has convinced the Spaniards of 
our friendship, and our prowess, and has drawn from the 
citizens an expression, that our Choctaws are mor civilizt:d 
than the British·, • 

In haste, I am, respectfully, sir, 
", ANDREW JACKSON, 

lI:fajor-general, commanding. 

-
AMERICAN AND BRITISH ACCOUNTS OF THE EXPEDITION 

AGAINST NEW ORLEANS. 

Copy of a letter from Lieutenant Thomas Ap Catesby Jones 
to Captain Daniel T, Patterson, dated New Orleans, ~2t", 
March, 1815. 

Sir, • 
Having sufficiently recovered my strength, I do myself 

the honour of reporting to you the particulars of the capture 
of the division of United States' gun-boats late under my , 
command. 

On the 12th December, 1814., the enemy's fleet "ff Ship 
Island had increased to such a force as to render it no longer 
safe or prudent for me to continue in that part of the lakes 
with the small force which I commanded. I therefore deter­
mined to gain a station near the Malheureux Islands as soon 
as possible, which situation woul~ better enable me to oppose 
a further penetration of the enemy up the lakes, and at the 
same time afford me an opportunity of retreating lO the Pe­
l es Coquilles, if necessary. 

At 10, A. M., 011 the 13th, I discovered a large flotilla of 
barges had left the fleet (shaping their course tow~rds the 
Pass Christian), which I supposed to be a disembarkalion of 
troops intending to land at that place. At about 3, P. M., the 
enemy's flotilla having gained the Pass Christian, and con­
tinuing their course to the. westward, convinced me that an 
attack on the gun-boats was their design. -At this time the 
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water in the lakes was uncommonly low, owing to the west­
erlv wind which had prevailed for a number of da~'s previ­
ous, and whilh still continued from the same quarter. Nos. 
156, 162, and 163, although in the hest channel,-were in 12 
or 18 inches less W:lter than their draught. Every effort was 
marie to get tht'm ;,float h, throwing overboard all articles of 
wt·ight that c~llld he dispensed with. At 3 30, the flood tide 
had commenced; got under way. making the best of my way_ 
towards the Pdite Coquille. At 3 45, the enemy dt:spatched 
three boats to cut out the sch(,oner Seahorse. which had been 
sent into the Ba~' St. I~ouis that morning to assist in the 
removal of the public stores, which I had previously ordered. 
There finding a removal impractic:.tble, I ordered prepara­
tions to be made for their destruction, lest they should fall 
into the enemy's hands. A few discharges of gra'pe shot from 
the Seahorse, compelled the three boats which had attack­
ed her to retire out of the reach of her gun, until they were 
joined by four others. when the attack was recommenced by 
the seven boats. Mr. Johnson having chosen an advantage .. 
OllS position near the 26-pounders on the bank, maintained a 
sharp action for nf>ar 30 m inures, w hen the enemy hauled off, 
having one boat apparently much injured, and the loss of se­
ventI men killed and wounded. ,At 7 30, an explosion at the 
bav. and soon after a large fire, induced me to believe the 
Seahorse was blown up and the public store-House set on fire, 
which proved to be the fact. 

About 1, A. 1\'1., on the 14th, the wind having entirely 
died away, and our vessels IH-'come unmanageable, came to 
anchor in the west end of Malheurellx Island's passage. At 
day-light next morning, still a perfect calm, the et:\Cmy's flo­
tilla was about nine miles from liS at anchor, but soon got in 
motion and rapidly advanced towards us. The want of wind, 
anti the strong ebb tide ,\'hich was setting through the pass, 
left me but one alternative, which was, to put my vessels in 
the most advantageous position, to give the enemy as warm 
a reception as possible. The commanders were all called on 
board, and made acquainttd with my intentions, and the posi­
tion which each vessel was to take, the whole to form a close 
line abreast across the channt'!, anchored by the stern with 
springs on the cables. &c. &c. Thus Wt:' remained anxiously 
aw.aiting an attack from the ad,'an(.ing foe, whose force I now 
clearl~ distinguished to be composed of forty-two heavy 
launches and gun-barges, with thrt!(' light gigs, manned with 
upwaJds of Olle thousand men and officers. Abuut 9 30, the 
Alligator (tender), which was to the southward and eastward, 
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tand endeavouring to join the divisi n, was capfured by seve­
ral of the enemy's barges, when he whdle flotilla came to, 
with their grapnels a little out of reach o~ our shot, apparently 
making arrangements ,for the attack. At 1030, the enemy 
weighed, forming a line abreast in open order. and steering 
direct for our line, which was unfortunatelv in s me degree 
broken by the force of the current d:iving Nos. 156 and 163 
about 100 yards in advance. 

As soon as the enemy came within reach of our shot, a 
deliberate fire from our l~ng guns was opened upon him, but 
without much effect, the objects being of so small a size. At 
10 minutes before 11 the enemy opened 'a fire from the whole 
of his line, when the action became general and destructive 
on both sides. About 11 49, the advance boats of the enemy, 
three in number, attempted to board No. -156, but were re­
pulsed with the loss of nearly evel·y officer killed or wound­
ed, and twoboats sunk. A second attempt to board was then 
made by four other boats, which shared almost a similar fate. 
At this moment I received a severe wound in mv left shoul­
der, which compelled me to leave the deck, iea\Oing it in 
charge of Mr. George Parker, master's mate, who gallantly 
defended the vessel until he was severely wounded, when 
the enemy, by his superior numbers, succeeded in gaining 
possession of the deck about ten minutes past 12 o'clock. 
The enemy immediately turned the guns of his prize on the 
other gun-bpats, and fired several shot previous to striking 
the American colours. The action continued with unabating­
severity until 40 minutes past 12 o'clock, when it terminated 
with the surrender of No. 23, all the other vessels having 
previously fallen into the hands of the enemy. 

In this unequal contest our loss in killed and wounded has 
been trifling, compared to that of the enemy, which amounts 
to nearly 400. 

Inclosed you will receive a list of the killed and wounded, 
and a correct statement of the force which I had the honour 
to command at the commencement of the action, together 
with an estimate of the force I had to contend against, as ac­
knowledged by tpe enemy, which wi,!l enable you to decide 
how far the honour of our country's flag has been supported 
in this conflict. 

With much respect, I have the honour to be, sir, your 
most obedient servant, 

(Signed) THOS. AP CA TESBY JONES, 
L~eutenant commandant, -U. S. navy .. 

Captain Daniel T.Patterson, • 
'Commalldirw U. S. naval forces, N. Orleans station. 
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Copies of lettl'rs from General Andrew .racRson, to t/ze Secr~ •• 
taryof War. dated Head-§!..uarter.l', Seventh Mi.'itary Dis­
trict, Camp below New-Orleans, 27th December, m the morn-
ing. t 

Sir, 
The loss of our gun-boats near the pas!; of Rigolet~, hav­

ing ginn the em'my command of Lake Borgne, he \~as en­
abled to choose his point of attack. It became therefore an ob­
ject of importance to obstruct the numerous bayous and ca­
nals leading from that lake to the highlands on the Missis­
sippi. This'important service waS committed, in the first in­
stance, to a detachment from the seventh regiment, after­
wards to colonel De Laronde, of the I.ouisiana militia, and 
lastly, to make all sure, to major-general Villere, command· 
ing the district between the rint" and the lakes, and who, be. 
ing a native of the country, was presumed to be best ac­
quainted with all those passes. Unfortunately, however, a 
picket which the general had established at the mouth of the 
bayou Bienvenu, and which, notwithstanding my orders, had 
been left unobstructed, was completely surprised, and the ene· 
'my penetrated through a cana1leading to his farm, about two 
leagues below the city, and succeeded in cutting off a com­
pany of militia stationed there. This intelligence was com­
municated to me about 12 o'clock of the 23d. My force, at 
this time,· consisted of parts of the seventh and forty-fourth 
regiments, not exceeding 600 together, the city militia, ,a part 
of general Coffee's brigade of mounted gunmen, and the de­
tached militia from the western division of Tennessee, under 
the command of major-general Carrol. These tw-o last corps 
were stationed four miles above the city. Apprehending a 
double attack by the way of Chief-Menleur, I left general 
Carrol's force and the militia of the city posted on the Gen­
tilly road; and at 5 o'clock P., M., marched to meet the ene· 
m~', whom I was resoh'ed to attack in his first position, with 
major Hind's drngoons, general Coffee's brigade, parts of the 
sen-nth and forty-fourth regiments, the uniformed compa­
nies of militia under the command of major Planche, 200 
men of colour, chiefly from St. Domingo, raised b\' colonel 
Savary and acting ~nder the command of major Dagwin, and 
a detachment of artillery under the direction of colonel 'l\f'Heo, 
with twosi~-p(:unders under th~ command oflieutenant Spots; 
not exceeding 10 a111500. I arnved near the enem\"s encamp­
ment ahout s:ven, and immC'~iateh- made my disposition for 
the attack. HIS forces amountIng at that time on land to abo~t 
3000, extended half a mile on the river, and in the rear nearly 
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to the wood. General Coffee was ordered to turn their right, 
while, with the residue of the force, I attacked his strongest 
position on the left near the river. Commodore Patterson 
having dropped down the river in the schooner Caroline, was 
directed to r.pen a fire upon their camp, which he exe.cuted at 
about half after- 7. This being the signal of attack, general Cof. 
fee's men with their usual impetuosity rushed on the enemy's 
right, and entered their camp, while our right advanced with 
equal ardour. There can be but little douht that we should 
have succeeded on that occasion, with our inferior force, in 
destroying or capturing the enemy. had not a thick fog, which 
arose about 8 o'clock, occasioned some confusion among the 
different corps. Fearing the consequences, under this circum­
stance, ot the furt~er prosecution of a night attack with troops 
then· acting together for the first time, I contented myself 
with lying on. the field that night; and at 4 in the morning 
assumed a stronger position about two miles nearer to the ci­
ty. At this position I remain encamped, waiting the arrival 
of the Kentuc.ky militia and other reinforcements. As the 
safety of the city will depend on the fate of this army, it 
must not be incautiously exposed. 

In this affair the whole corps under my command deserves 
the greatest credit. The best compliment I can par to gene­
ral Coffee and his brigade, is to say they behaved as they 
have always done while under my command. The seventh, 
led by major Pierre, and the forty-fourth, commanded by co­
lonel Ross, distinguished themselves. The battalion of city 
militia, commanded by major Planche, realised my anticipa­
tions, and behaved like veterans. Savary's volunteers mani­
fested great bravery; and the company of city-riflemen hav .. 
ing penetrated into the midst of the enemy·s camp we,-e sur- ~ 
rounded,·and fought their way out with the greatest heroism, 
bringing with them a number of prisoners. The two field­
pieces were well-served by the officers commanding them. 

AU my officers in the line did their dl1ty,\~lnd I have every 
reason to be satisfied with the whole of my field ·and staff. 
Colonels Butler and Piatt, and major Chotardy, by their in • 
.trepidity, saved the artillery. Colonel Haynes was eveJ"Y 
where that duty or danger called. I was deprived of the ser­
·vices of one of my aids, captain Butler, whom I was ohliged 
to station, to his great regret,- in town. Captain Reid, my 
other aid, and Messrs. Livingston, Duplissis, and Da·izac, 
·who had voluntec:red their services, faced danger wherever 

~OL. IV. [0 oJ . 
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it was to be met, and carried m)' orders with the utmost 
promptitude. . ' . 

We made one major. two suhalterns. and sIxty-three pn­
vates prisoners; and the t'nemv's loss in killed and wounded 
must h~e been at leas' -. M~ own loss I have not as yet 
been ahle to ascertain with Lxactness, but suppose it to amount 
to 100 in killed, wOllnded, and missing. Among the former 
I have to lament the loss of colonel Lauderdale, of general 
Coffee's hrigade. who fell while bravely fighting. Colonels 
Dver and Gibson of the same corps were wounded, and ma­
jor Kavenaugh takt-n prisoner. 

Colonel De Laronde, major Villere, of the Louisiana mili­
tia, major Latour of engineers, having no command, volun­
teered their services, as did Drs. Kerr and Hood, and were 
of great assistance, to me. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, 

ANDREW -JACKSON, 
Major-general, commanding. 

Honou,able James Monroe, Secretary oj War. 

Head-~uarters, Seventh Military District, 
Sir, Camp below New Orleans, Dec. 29, 1814. 

The enemy succeeded on the 27th in blowing up the Ca­
roline (she being becalmed), by means of hot shot, from a 
land battery which he had ere ted in the night.- Emboldened 
by- this event, he marched his whole force the next day up 
the level, in the hope of driving us from our position, and 
with this view opened upon us, at the distance of about half 
a mile, hiS bombs and rockets. He was repulsed, however, 
with considerahle loss-not less, it is believed, than 120 in 
killed. Ours was inconsiderabl!:"-not exceeding half a dozen 
in killed, and a dozen wounded • 

. Since then he has not ventured to repeat his attempt, though 
lymg close together. There has been frequent skirmishing 
between our pickets. 

I la.ment that. I hav~ not the means of carrying on more 
offe.nslve optratlons. 1 he Kentucky troops have not arrived, 
and .my effective force at this point does not exceed 3000. 
Thel~s m.ust be at least double-both prisoners and dt:serters 
aareemg In the statement that 7000 landed from their boats. 

- ANDREW JACKSON, 
ilIa jar-general, commat'}ding. 

HQTlvurabJe 7cm;es Monroe, ~ecretary of 'War, Washington. 
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topy·if a letter from Maj9r General Jackson to the Secreta,.y 
of War, dated Camp,four miles below Orleans, 9th January, 
1815. 

Sir, 
During the days of the 6th and 7th, the enemy had been 

actively employed in making preparations for an attack 011 

my lines. With infinite labour the\' had succeeded on the 
night of the 7th in getting their boats across from the lake 
to the river, by widening and deepening the canal on which 
they had effected their disembarkation. It had not been iu 
my power to impede these operations by a general attack; 
added to other reasons, the nature of the troops under my 
command, mostly militia, rendered it too hazardous to at· 

\ tempt extensive offensive movem~i:lts in an open country, 
against a numerous and well-disciplined army. Although my 
forces, as to number, had been increased by the arrival of 
the Kentucky division, my strength had received very littl~ 
addition; a small portion only of that detachment being pro­
vided with arms. Compelled thus to wait the attack of the 
enemy, I took every measure to repel it when it should be 
made, and to defeat the object he had in view. General Mor-

, gan, with the Orleans contingent, the Louisiana militia, and 
a strong detachment of the Kentucky troops, occupied an en­
trenched camp on the opposite side of the river, protected 
by strong batteries on the bank, erected and superintended 
by commodore Patterson. 

In my encampment every thing was reach, for action, when, 
early on the morning of the 8th, the enem ""fLer throwing a 
heavy shower of bombs and congreve rockets, advanced their 
columns on my right and left, to storm my entren( hments. I 
cannot speak sufficientl y in praise of the firmness and deliber~­
tion with which my whole line received their approach; more 
could not have been expe~ted from v.eterans inured to war. 
For an hour, the fire of the small arms was .as incessant and 
severe as can be imagined. The artillery, too, directed by 
officers who displayed equal skill and courage, did great ex­
ecution. Yet the columns of the enemy continued to advance 
with a firmness which reilects upon 'them the greatest credit. 

, Twice the column which approached me on my Ie!!, was re­
pulsed by the troops of general Carroll, those of general Cof­
fee, and a division of the Kentucky militia, and twice they 
f()rmed again and\ renewed the assault. At length, however, 
cut to pi~ces-, they fled in confusion from the field, leaving it 
covered with their dead and woul.H.lt:d. The loss whi(:h the 
enemy sustained on this occasion, cannot be estimated at less . 
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than 1500 in killed, wounded, and prisoners. Upwards of 300 
have already been delivered over for burial; and my men are 
still engaged in picking them up within my lines, a~d carry­
ing them to the point where the enemy are to receIve ~hem. 
This is in addition to the dead and wounded whom the ene­
my have been enabled to carry from the field, during and since 
the action, and to those who have since, died of the wounds 
the\' received. We have taken about 500 prisoners, upwards 
of 300 of whom are wounded, and a great part of them mor­
tall". My loss has not exceeded, and I believe has not amount­
ed to lO"killed. and as man\' wounded. The entire destruction 
of the enemy's arm\" was n(;w inevitable, had it not been for an 
unfortunatt' occurrence which at this moment took place OQ the 
other side of the river. Simultaneously with his advaI)ce upon 
my lines, he had thrO\vn over in his boats a considerable force 
to the other side of the river. 'I'hese having landed, were hardy 
enough to advance against the works of general Morgan; and, 
what is strange and difficult to account for, at the very mo­
ment when their discomfiture was looked for with a confi­
dence approaching to certainty, the Kentucky reinforcements, 
in ,\Thorn so much reliance had been placed, ingloriously fled, 
drawing after them, by their example, the remainder of the 
forces; and thus yielding to the enemy that most important 
position. The batteries which had rendered me, for many 
days, the most important service, though bravely defended, 
were of course now ab~ndoned; not however until the guns 
had been spiked. ' 

This unfortunate rout had totally changf'd the aspect of 
affairs. The enemy now occupied a position from which they 
might annoy us without hazard, and by means of which they 
might have been enabled to defeat, in a great measure, the 
effects of our success on this side the river. It became there­
fore an object of the first consequence to dislodge him as 
500.n as possible. For this object, all the means in my power, 
whIch I.could with any safety use, were immediately put in 
preparatIOn. Perhaps, however, it was owing somewhat to 
another ~au"se that I succeeded even beyond my expectations. 
I~. ~egi;cH.t1ng the terms of a temporary suspension of hos­
ttlities to enahle the enem, to bury their dead and provide 
for their wounded, I had rt'quired certain propositions to be ac­
cede.~ ~o as a basis, among which this Was one; that although 
hOstlhtles should cease on this 8ide thr river until 12 o·dock 
of this da~", yd it was not to be understood that they should 
cease on the other side; but th(\t no reinforcements should be 
6ent across by either army until the expiration of that day. 
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His excellency major-general Lambert begged time to ron. 
~ider of those propositions until 10 o·clock ofto-day, and in 
the mean time re-crossed his troops. I need not tell lou with 
how much eagerness I immediatel" regained possession Df 
the }h>sition he had thus hastily quitted. 

The enemy having concentered his forces, may again at. 
tempt to drive me from my position b, storm. Whenever 
he does, I have no doubt m\' men will act with their usual 
firmness, and suslain a chara~ter now become dear to them. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, . \ 

ANDREW JACKSON, 
Major-general, commanding. 

Head-§<...uarters, left hank of the Mississippi, jive miles helow 

Sir, 
New Orleans, January 10th, 1815. 

I have the honour to make the following report of the 
killed, wounded, and prisoners taken at the battle of Larond's 
plantation, on the left bank of the Mississippi, on the night 
of the 23d December, 1814, seven miles below New'Orleans. 
( Killed, left on the field of battle, 100 

Wounded, left on the field of battle, - '280 
Prisoners taken-l major, 2 lieutenants, 1 midshipman, 

66 non-commissioned officers and privates, making a. grand 
total of 4·00. 

I hav~ the honour to be, Sir, very respectfully, your obe­
dient &ervant, 

A. P. HAYNE, 
Inspector-general. 

1Jlajor-general Andrew Jackson, commanding 
the army of the Mississippi. 

Copy' of a letter from Major-General Jack.son to the Secretary 
of War, dated Head-~arters, 7th lIbiitary District, Camp 

. 4 mile,li helow New-Orleans, 19th January, 1815. 
Last night at 1:2 o'clo<.:k the enemy precipitately decamp. 

ed and returned to his boats, leaving behind him under me· 
dical assistance, eighty of his wounded, including two offi­
cers, 14 pieces of his heavy artillery, and a q llanti~y of shot, 
having destroyed much of his powder. Such was the situa­
tion of the ground which he abandoned, and of that through 
which he retired. protected by canals, redoubts, entrench­
ments, and swamps on his right, and the river on his left, 
that I could not, without em.ountering ~ risk which true po-
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liey did not seem t~ rt'quire, or to authorise, .attem~t to an­
no," him much on hIs retreat. We took anI\' eIght prIsoners. 

Whetffer it is the purpost: of the enemy to abandon the 
expeditib'l altogether, or to rl"'new his efforts at some other 
points, I do not pretend to dl"'termine \\ ith positiveness. In 
m\ own mind, however, there is but little douht that his last 
exertions have been made in this qllartn, at anv rate for the 
present season, and bv the next, I hope we shall be fully pre­
pared for him. In this helief I am strengthened not only by 
the prodigious loss he has sllstained at the position he has 
just quitted, but by the failure of his fleet to pass Fort St. 
Philip. 

His loss on this ground, since the debarkation of his troops, 
as stated b\" all the last prisoners and deserters, arid as con­
firmed b\" man\" additional circumstances, must have exceeded 
four tho~lsand; and was greater in the action of the 8th than 
was estimated, from the most correct data then in his posses­
sion, by the inspector-general, whose report has been for­
warded to you. WI:' sllcceeded, on the 8th, in getting from 
the enem~' about 1000 stand of arms of various descriptions. 

Since thl"' action of the 8th, the enemv have heen allowed 
. very little respit('-m~' artillen from hoth sides of the river 
being constantlv emplo~'ed, till [he night. and indted until 
the hOllr of their rl'treat in anno~'ing them. No doubt they 
thought it qllie time to quit a position in which so little rest 
could be found. 

I am ad\>ised Iw major Onrtan, who commands at Fort 
St. Philip, in a letter of the 18th. that the ent'mv having 
bombardl"'d his fort for eight or nine dayS from I3-inch mor­
'ar- i:hout effect, had, on the morning of that day, retired. 
I have little doubt that he would have been ablt: to have sunk 
their vessels had they attempted to run by. 

Giving the proper weight to all these considerations, I be­
lieve you will not think me too sanguine in tht: belief that 
Louisiana is now clear of its enemy. I hope, however, I 
need not assure you, that wherever I command, such a be­
lief shall nt:ver occasion any relaxation in the measures for 
resistance. I am but too sensible that the moment when the 
enem,- is opposing us is not the most proper moment to pro­
vide them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
. ANDREW JACKSON, 

i/1ajor-xenera/. commtlntiing'. 
P. S. On the 18th our pri"onl:rs 011 shore wt:rt: ddivered 

to us, an exchange having betn previously agreed to. Those 
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who are on board the fleet will he delivered at Petit Coquille 
-after which I shall have in m\ hands an excess of several 
hundred. . A. I .. 

20th-Mr.'Shields, purser in the navy, has to da~< taken 54 
prisoners: among th~m are four offi(~rs. A. J. 

Honourable James Monroe, ... ecretary. of war. 

Head-~uarters, 7th ~lJtlilitartl iJistrict, Adjutant.General's 
Office, J"cRson's lines, below Orleans, January 16th, 1815. 

S~ . 
1 have the honour herewith to inclose, for the infOl'mation 

of the war department, a report of the killed, wounded, and 
missing of the army under the command of major-general 
Jackson, in the different actions with the enemy since their 
landing. -

,I haye the honour to be, very respectfulh, your obedient 
servant, ROBEHT BU I LEU, 

Adjutant-general. 
Brig.-general D. Parker, 

.Adjutant and ills/lector-general, Washington.-

Report 9f the killed, wounded, and missing, oj the army under 
the command of IJ!cijor-General Andrew Jackson, in the ac­
tions of the 23d'and 2sth December, 181-t., and 1st alld 8th 
of January, 1815, with the enemy . 

.Action of December 23d, 1814. 
Killed-Artilleryman, 1; 7th Unittid Statt·s infantry, 1 lieu­

tenant (M'Cldlan), 1 serjeant, 1 corporal, 4 privates; 44th 
ditto, 7 privates; general Coffee's brigade, \'olunteer mounted 
gun-men, 1Iieutenant-c.olonel (Lauderdale), 1 captain (Pace), 
1 lieutenant (lieutenant Samud Brooks), 2 serjeants, 4 pri­
vates.~ Total killed, 24. 
Wounded-Gen~ral staff,. 1 colond (colonel Piatt),-7th, 

United States infantry, 1 captain (A. A. White), 1 ensign, 
1 serjeant, 2 corporals, 23 privates; 44th ditto, 2 lielltenants~ 
3 serjeants, 2 corporals, 19, privates; general Coffee's ~ri­
gade, 1 colonel, 2 lieutenant-colonds, 1 captijin,2lieutenants, 
1 quarter-master serjt'ant, 3 serjeants, 2 corporals, 1 musi­
cian, 30 privates; New Orleans volunteer corps, 1 captain, 2 
serjeants, 7 privates; volunteers of colour, 1 adjutant, and 6 
privates.-Total wounded, 115. 

Missing-General Coffee's brigade, 1 major. 2 captains, 
3 'lieutenants, 1 quarter-master, 3 ensigns or cornets, 4 ser­
jeants, 1 corporal, 2 musicians, 57 privates.-Total missing, 
74. . 
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Total killed, wounded, and missing, on the 23d-213. 

Action of December 28, 1814. 
Killed-General Coffee's hrigade, 1 private; New Orleans 

voluntet>r company, 1 private; general Carrol1"s division of 
Tenne.ssee militia, 1 colonel (Htnderson), 1 serjeant, 3 pri­
vates.-Total 7. 

Wounded-Marines, 1 major (Cormick), New Orleans 
volunteer company, 3 privates; general Carroll's division, 1 
lieutenant, 3 privates.-Total wounded, 8. 

Missing-None. 
Total killed, wounded, and missing, on this day, 15. 

Action of January lst, 1815. 
Killed-Artillery, navy, and volunteers at batteries, 8 pri­

vates; 4-4th ditto, 1 private; general Coffee's brigade, 1 ser­
jeant, general Carroll's division, 1 private.-Total, 11. 

Wounded-Artillerr,navv, and volunteers at batteries, 8; 
7th United States infa~try, i prh'ate; 44th ditto, 3; Coffee's 
brigade, 2; New Orleans volunteers, 3 privates; Carroll's di­
vision, 1 serjeant, :2 privates; volunteers of colour, 1 lieute­
nant, 1 serjeant, 1 private.-Total, 23. 

Missing-None. 
Total of killed, wounded, and missing, this day, 34. 

Action on both side,s the river, 8th January, 1815. 
Killed-A~tiller~', navy, and volunteers at batteries, 3 pri­

vates-7th United S,tates infantry, 1 serjeant, 1 corporal­
Coffee~s brigade, 1 private-Carroll's division, 1 serjeant, 3 
privates-Kentucky militia, 1 private-majors Lacoste and 
Dacquin's volunteers of colour, 1 private-general Mor­
gan's militia, 1 private.-Total killed, 13. 

Wounded-Artillery, s.c., 1 private-7th United States 
infantry, 1 privatt-general Carroll's division, 1 ensign, 1 
serjeant, 6 pr~vatt-s-Kentucky militia, 1 adjutant, 1 corpo­
oral, and 10 pnvates-volunteers of colour, 1 ensign, 3 ser­
jeants, 1 corporal, 8 privates-general Morgan's militia, 2 
serjeants, 2 privates-Total wounded, 39. 

Missing-Kentucky militia, 4 privates; Morgan's militia, 
15 privates -Total 19. . 

Total killed, wounded, and missing, this day, 7t. 

Note: Of the killed, wou~ded, and missing, on this day, 
but 6 kIlled and 7 wounded In the action on the east hank of 
the river, the residue in a sortie after the action and in the 

. h ' ~Irtlon on t e west bank. 
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Total killed, 
Total wounded, -
Total missing, 

Recapitulation. 
• 55 

185 
93 

_ Grand total, 533 
Truly reported from those on file in this office. 

ROBEHT BUTLER, 
- Adjutant-geru:rah 

LfdjutrJnt-general's office, New Orleans, January 16, 1815. 

Copy oj a letter from Mr. Thomas Shie/ds,purser tQ Commodore 
Patters(Jn, dated .New~Orleans, 25th January, 1815. 

Sir, 
I have the honour to report my arrival in this city last 

night from the expedition ordered by you on the 17th in­
stant, and which you did me the honour to entrust to my 
command,. 

On the night of the 19th I left the Pass Chef Menteur, 
having made the nec.essary observations on the enemy's si­
tuation before sunset, ~ith five boats and yOt\!" gig, manned' 
and armed with fifty men. At 10, P. M., discovered a boat 
at anchor, which I captured by surprise, no resistance being 
made. She had 40 men of the 14th light dragoons, including 
officers, and 14 seamen of the British navy, under command 
of a master's mate. 

The number of troops exceeding my own, I thought it 
most prudent to convoy them into the picket guard~ from 
whence thev could be more conveniently sent to New-Or­
leans by lan·d than by water, and by which ~eans I should: 
also avoid weakening my own force" in itself already too li­
mited for the completion of the object in view. 

Afier lal)ding the prisoners and putting them in charge of 
the army, I again left the Pass about 2, A. M., and stoodon 
to gain the enemy's track" in the hope of intercepting some 
of them about day-light, but without success. I returned to 
the Pass on the 20th, at 8, A. M., where I was detained un­
til the morning of the 21st. Three gun-boats having arrived 
from the Heet below with four transports, all of whom were 
soon filled with troops, from the shore; at 4, A. M. 21st, I 
again got out and fell into their track to the Heet aboUt day­
light. Finding it impossible to mak~ any captures witho~t 
being dis,covered, I determined to run down among them in 
disguise, and strike at every opportunity-hoisted English 
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colours, and took a transport boat with five men; ordered her 
to follow, and stood on for a transport'schooner, who was 
beating up for the army. At 9. I boarded and took her with­
out opposition, with eight men; she had ten on board. Fr?m 
this time until 12, we were in the midst of their boats gOing 
up to the army, and during which time we took five others, 
having on board. about 70 men. The wind at this time had 
unfortunately hauled to north-west, and blew with great vio­
lence; ordered the boats with their prizes to make the best 
of their way to the Rigolets. Finding the transport's draft of 
Water too great to take her over the shoals; having already 
taken the ground, I set her on fire and joined the boats on 
shore. The wind still increasing, and many boats approach­
ing full of men from the army, induced a belief they had 
discovered my character from the burning of the schooner, 
and' meant to attack me. My force was unfortunately divided; 
the large launch with a twelve-pound carronade, and some of 
my best men, with 20 prisoners, having drifted below, were 
compelled, from the strength of the current to anchor on the 
other side nearly half a mile distant. Every disposition was 
made by our little band to defend ourselves to the last extre­
mity, and fire was prepared to burn the marsh, should the 
enemy land in my rear. Six boats approached us at one time 
crowded with men, and three made a feint to attac.k the 
launch, but a well~directed shot from the carronade com­
pelled them to haul off, and a few discharges of our musketry 
drove the others also. In about two hours we were entirely 
clear of them. The violence of the wind and tide drove two 
of the priz.es from their anchorage, on board of which were ' 
about 20 prisoners, with three of my own men, who were 
taken off, the prisoners having overpowered them so soon as 
they got out of the reach of our musketry. This is the only 
loss I have experienced during the expedition. Finding it 
totally impracticable to stc::m the strength of the current, and 
the wind being directly a-head for the fort at Coquilla, my 
own safety, and the preservation of the men entrusted to my 
command, induced me to parole the prisoners and let them 
go with their boats, particularly as a number of them wefe 
officers attached to the civil department, and could not, as I 
believe, be considered as prisoners of war. 

Inclosed I have the honour to transmit a list of their num­
bers, names, and rank. 

The damage done the enemy on this occasion, is the loss 
of a ~ransport, burnt, a large flat boat taken, one sunk, and 
78- pnsoners cakea and brought in, with three slaves, two be-
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longing to citizens of this state, and one stolen by the enemy 
from a Mr. ~dward Thomas, near Washington City, when 
they destroyed our capitol.' I 

To captain Nt'wman, commanding at Coquil, lowe my 
best thanks for his uniform, cheerful, and friendly assistance. 
He fumished me with a boat and eight volunteers underlieu­
tenant Brush, of the United,States artillery, who were of 
great service. To captain Collins, commanding the picket 
guard at Chef Menteur, I am under many obligations. He 
also assisted me with eight volunteers. 

To sailing-mastel" Dealey, who commanded the launch, 
and rnaster's-mate Thomas Boyd, commanding a cutter, I 
am much indebted. Doctor Morrell, the surgeon who at­
'tended me, was particularly active; and though I had fortu­
nately but little- use for the exercise of his professional skill, 
his advice and assistance were always at hand. 

Very r~spectful1y, I have the honour to be, your mostohe .. 
dient !lervant, ' 

THOMAS SHIELDS. 

Copy of a letter from Sailing-lYIaster Jolmso,n, t(} Commodore 
Patterson. 

Sir, New-Orleans, January 7th, 1815. 
I have the pleasure to inform you of my succeeding in 

burning one of the enemy's transport brigs in Lake Borgne 
yesterday morning at 4. A. ~. The following are the parti­
culars: after receiving a reinforcement of ,the launch and 
twelve men, and. with the assistance of an officer and twelve 
men from captain Newman, commanding Fort Petite Co­
quilles, I manned the launch and three small boats, and 011 

the 4th instant, proceeded down Pass Chef Menteur, as far 
as Bayou Sauvage, where colonel Morgan, with a detach. 
ment of militia are stationed; we encamped there for the 
night. 

, On the 5th instant, in the afternoon, I proceeded down to 
the east mouth of Pass Chef Menteur, with one of the small 
boats, to ascertain the position of the enemy in Lake Borgne; 
finding at anc.hor there, one brig, three gun-boats, three schoo­
ners, anCl several barges, rowing from vessel to vessel; the 
brig lying at a distance of about two miles from the other ves­
sels; I returned to the camp, determined on making an at­
tempt to destroy her. I received the assistance of six men 
from colonel Morgan; we then making in number 38 men; 
with this force I IV IS conscious I should be able to destroy 
her, though I 'had been previously informed she- l1\Ounte4 
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four pieces of cannon, and equipped accordingly; at midniG;ht 
proceeded down Pass Chef Menteur, and on the 6th instant, 
at 4 o'clock, A. M., took possession of the brig, only one man 
on deck; about five minutes after 4, A. M., one 'Of the ene­
my's launches came along side, fired two muskets into her, 
when she surrendered; but owing to its blowing very fresh 
from the northward, making considerable of a sea, she part­
ed her painter and was not able to regain the vessel, and the 
sea being too heavy to tow her with my boat, 1 abandoned 
bert it being nearly day-light, 1 immediately ordered the pri­
soners into the launch, and set fire "to the brig; ~t half past 5 
o'clock, A. M., she was totally destroyed-she proved to be 
the British transport brig Cyrus, a.captain, a sailing-master, 
and eight men of the British navy on board, laden abou~half 
fuU, with rum, bread, and a ql1antity of soldiers' clothing 
for the British army at Bayou Bien Venue; at day-light we 
arrived at the camp at Chef Menteur, delivered to colonel 
Morgan the prisoners, who will be sent to the city, after 
which 1 returned to Fort Petites Coquilles. 

Finding my provisions almost out, and being short of arms, 
I have returned to town with the launch, leaving Mr. Boyd, 
master's-mate, and five men, at Petites Coqliilles, to watch 
the movements of the enemy, and give every information in 
his power. • 
.. I have the pleasure to say, that on this occasion the con­
duct of the officers and men whom 1 had the honour to com­
mand, convinced me clearly, that, had she been of the force 
expected, we could have burned her with ease. 

Sir, 1 have the honour to be, your obedient humble ser­
vant, 

\VM. JOHNSON. 
P. S.-I think the brigs lying at anchor at the east mouth 

of the Rigolt:ts may easily be destroyed. 
Commodore Daniel T. Patterson, New-Orleans. 

Copy oj a letter from Major Overton, commanding Fort St. 
. Philip, to Major-General Jackson. 

SIr, Fort St. Philip, January 19th, 1815. 
On the first of the present month 1 received the informa­

tion that the enemy intended passing this fort to co-operate 
with their land forces in the subjugation of Louisiana, and the 
destruction of the city of New Orleans. To effect this with 
more facilit~·, they were first with their heavy homb.vessels 
to. b~mbard t?is place into compliance. On the grounds of 
thIS mformatlon, 1 turned my attention to the security of my 
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command. I erected small magazines in diWerentpaf!ts of the 
garrison, that if one blew up I could resort to another: built 
covers for my men to secure them from the. explosion of the 
shells, and removed the combustible maUet without the work. 
Early in the day of the 8th instant I was advised (If their ap­
proach, and .on the 9th, at a quarter past 10, A. M., hove in 
sight two bamil-vessels; one sloop, one brig, and one st:hoon .. 
er; they anchored two and one quarter miles beluw-at half 
past 11, and at half-past 12, they advanced two barges, appa­
rently for the purpose of sounding, within one and a half 
miles of the fort; at this moment 1 ordered mv water battery, 
under the command of li.'utt"nant Cunningham, of the :navy, 
to open on them; its well-directed shot c.aused a precipitate 
retreat. At half past 3 o'clock, P. M., the enemy's bomb-ves­
sels opened their fire from four Sea mortars, two of thirteen 
inches, two of ten, and to my great mortification I found they 
were without the effective range of my shot, as many subse­
quent experiments proved; they continued their fire with lit­
tle intermission during the 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 
1-6th, and 17th. I occasionally opened my batteries on them 
with great vivacity, particularly when they shewed a disposi­
tion to change thdr position. On the 17th in the:' evening our 
heav\ mortar was said to be in readiness. I ordered that ex­
cellent officer captain Wolstonecraft, ofrhe artillt'rists, who 
previously h<.d charge of it, to op~n a firr, which was don~ 
w!th great effect, as the enemy from that moment became 
disordered, and at day-light on the 18th commenced their re­
treat, aher having thrown upwards of a thousand heavy 
shells, besides small shells from howitzers, round-shot and 
grape, which he discharged from boats under cover of the 
D·ight. 

Our loss in this affair bas been unco.mmonly small, owing 
elltirely to the great pains that was taken by the different of­
ficers to keep their men under cover; as the enemy left scarcely 
ten feet of this gari i30n untouche4· 

The officers and soldiers through this whole affair, although 
Dine days and nights under arms in the different batteries, the 
consequent fatigue and loss of sleep, have manifested the great­
est firmness and the mOSl zealous warmth to be at the enemy. 
To distinguish individuals' would be a ddicate task, as merit 
was conspicuous every where_ Lieutenant Cunningham, of 
the navy, who commanded mv water battery, with his brave 
crew, evinced the most determined bravery and uncommon 
activity throughout; and in fact, sir, the only thlDg to be ree 
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gretted is that the enemy was too timid to give us an oppor­
tunity of destroying him. 

I herewith inclose you a list of the killed and wounded. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 

W. H. OVERTON, 
filajor 3d R. R., commandinK' 

fllajor-general )fackson. 

A list of the killed and wounded during the homhardment on 
Fort St. Philip, commencing on the 9th and endinK on tIle 
18th )fanuary, 1815. 

Captain Wolstoncraft's artillery-wounded, 3. 
Captain Murray's artillery-killed, 2; wounded, 1. 
Captain Bronten's infantry-wounded, 1. 
Captain 'Vade's infa9try-wounded, 2. 
Total-killed, 2; wounded, 7. 

Colonial Department, Marclz 9th. 
Downing-street, March 8th, 1815. 

Despatches, of which the following are copies, have this 
day been received by earl Bathurst, one of his majesty's prin­
cipal secretaries of state, from major-general sir John Lam­
bert, K. C. B., commanding on the coast of Louisiana. 

Camp infront of the enemy's lines, 
:My lord, below New Orleans. )fan. 10th, 1815. 

It becomes my duty to lay before your lordship, the pro 
ceedings of the force lately employed on the coast of Louisi­
ana, under the command of major-general the honourable sir 
E. 1.\1. Packenham, K. B., and acting in concert with vice­
admiral sir A. Cochrane, K. B. 

The report which I inclose from major-general Keane, 
will put your lordship in possession of the occurrences which 
took place until the arrival of major-general the honourable 
sir E. Packenham to assume the command; from that period 
I send an extract of a journal of major Forrest, assistant 
quarter-master-general, up to the time of joining the troops 
(which sailed on the 26th of October last, under my com­
mand) and which was on the 6th of January; and from that 
period, I shall detail, as well as I am able~ the subsequent 
events. 

I found the army in position in a flat country, with the 
Mississippi on its left, and a thick extensive wood on its 
right; and open in its front, from which the enemy's line was 
quite distinguishable. 
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It seems sir E. Packenham had waited for the arrival of 
the fusileers and 4sd regiment, in order to make a general 
attack upon the enemy's line; and on the 8th the army was 
formed for that object. 

In order to give your lordship as clear a view as I can, I 
shall state the position of th~ enemy. On the left bank of the 
river it was simply a straight .line of about a front of 1000' 
y;trds with a parapet, the right resting on the river, and the 
left on a wood, which had been made impracticable for any 
body of troops to pass. This line was strengthened by flank 
works, and had a canal of about four feet deep generally, but 
not altogether of an equal width; it was supposed to narrow 
towards their left; about eight heavy guns were in a position 
on this line. The Mississippi is here about 800 yards across, 

• and they had on the right bank a heavy battery of 15 guns, 
which infiladed the whole front, of the position on the left 
bank. 

Preparations were made on our side by very considerable 
labour to clear out and widen a canal that communicated with 
a stream by which the boats had passed up to the place of 
disembarkation, to open it into the Mississippi, by which 
means troops ,could be got lover to the right bank, and the co­
operation of armed boats could be secured. 

The disposition for the attack was as follows: a corps, con­
sisting of the 85th light infantry, 200 seamen, and 400 rna- ' 
rines, the 5th West India regiment, and four pieces of artil­
lery, under the comma!ld of colonel Thornton, of the 85th, 
was to pass over during the night, and move along the right 
bank towards New Orleans, clearing its front until it reached 
the flanking battery of the enemy on that sida, which it had 
orders to carry. 

The aSllailing of the enemy's line in front of us, was to be 
made by the bri,gade composed of the 4th, 21st, and 44th re­
giments, with three companies of the 98th, under major-ge­
neral Gibbs, and by the Sd brigade, consisting of the 9sd, two 
companies of the fusileers, and 4Sd, under major-general 
Keane; some black troops were destined to skirmish in the' 
wood on the right; the principal attack was to be made by 
lJlajor-general Gibbs; the 1st brigade, consisting of the fusi­
leers and 43d, formed the reserve; the attacking columns 
were to be provided with fascines, scaling ladders, and rafts; 
the whole to be at their stations before day-light. An advan­
c.ed battery in our front of six 1S-pounders, was thrown up 
Quring the night, about 800 yards from the, enemy's line. 
The attack was to be made at the earliest hour. Unlooke~-for 
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difficulties, increased hv the falling of the river, occasioned 
considt::rable delay in the entrance of the armed hoats, and 

- those destined to ·land colnnd Thornton's corps, hy which 
four or five hours were lost, and it was not until past five hi 
the morning that tbe first division, consisting of 500 men, 
were over. The ("nsemble of the. general.movement was lost, 
and lD a poin: which was of the last importance to the attack 
on the left bank of the river, although colonel Thornton, as 
your lordship will see in his report, which I inclose, ably exe­
cuted in every particular his instructions, and fully justified 
the confidence the commander, of the forces placed in his 
abilities. The ddav attending that corps occasioned some 
on the left bank, and the attack did not take place until we 
were discernible from the enemv's line at more than 200 
yards distance; as they advanced~ a continued and most gall- • 
ing fire was opened from every part of their line, and from 
the battery on the right bank. 

The brave (ommander of the forces, who never in hjs life 
could refrain from being at the post of honour, and sharing 
the danger to which the troops were exposed, as soon from 
his station he had made the signal for the troops to advance, 
galloped on to the front to animate them by his presence, and 
he was seen with hj~ hat off, encouraging them on· the crest' 
of the glacis; it was there (almost at the same time) he re­
ceived two wounds, one on his knee, and another, which was 
instantly fatal, in his, body; he fell in the arms of major 
M'Dougal, aid.de.camp. . . 

The effect of this, in the sight of the troops, together 
with major.gencral Gibbs and major.general Keane being 
borne off wounded at the same time, with many other com­
manding officers, and further, the preparations to aid in 
crossing the ditch not being so forward as they ought to 
have been, from, perhaps, the men heing wounded who were 
carrying them, caused a wavering in the column, which in 
such a situation became irreparable; and as I advanced with 
the reserve, at about 250 yards from the line, I had the mor­
tification to observe the whole falling back upon me in the 
greatest confusion. . 

In this situation, finding that no impression had been made, 
an~ though many men had reached the ditch, and were either· 
d~wned or were obliged to surrender, and thai it was impossi­
ble to restore order in the regiments where they were, I placed 
the reserve in position, until I could obtain sllch information 
a"l) to cietermmt:,me how to act to the best of my judgment, 
and \"hether or not I should resume the attack, and if so, I 
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f~lt it could only be done by the reserve. The 'confidence I 
have in the corps composing it would have encouraged me 
greatly, though not without loss, which might have made the 
attempt of serious consequepce, as I know it was the opinion 
of the late distinguished commander of the forces that the 
carrying of the first line would not be the least ard uous ser­
vice.' After making the best reflection I was capable of, I 
kept the ground the troops then held, and went to meet vice­
admiral sir Alexander Cochrane, and to tell him, that under 
all the circumstances I did not think it prudent to renew the 
attack that day. At 100'clock I learnt the success of colonel 
Thornton's corps on the right b~nk. I sent the commanding 
officer of the artillery, colonel Dickson, to examine the situa-

lItion of the battery, and to report if it was tenable; hut inform­
ing me that he did not think it could he held with security 
by a smaller corps than 2000 men, I consequently ordered 
lieutenant-colond Gubbins, on whom the command had de­
volved (colonel Thornton being wounded), to retire. 
. The army remained in position until night, in order to gain 
time to destroy the 18-pound battery we had constructed the 
'preceding' night in advance. I then gave orders for the troops 
resuming the ground they occupie-d previous to the attack. 

Our loss has been very severe, but I trust it will not be 
consider.ed, notwithstanding the failure, that this army has 
suffered the military character to be tarnished. I am satisfied, 
had I thought it right to renew the attack, that the troops 
would have advanced with cheerfulness. The services of both 
~\rmy and navy, since their landing on this coast, have been 
arduous beyond any thing, I have ever witnessed, and diffi. 
culties have been got over with an assiduity and perseverance 
beyond all example by all ranks, and the most hearty co-op­
eration has existed between the two services. 

It is not ~ecessary for me to expatiate to you upon the loss 
the army has sustained in major-general the honourable sir 
Edward Packenham, commander in chief of this force, nor 
could I in adequate terms. His services and merits are so 
well known that Ihave only, in common with the whole ar­
my, to express my' sincere regret, and which may be sup-
posed at this moment to come peculiarly home to me. . .. 

Major-general Gibbs, who died of his wounds the follow­
jng day, and major-general Keane, who were both carried _ 
off the field within twenty yards of thlt glacis, at the head of 
their brigades, sufficiently speak, at such a mom~nt, how they 
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were conducting themselves. I am happy to say major-g~ne. 
eral Keane is doing well. • " 

Captain Wylly, of the fusileers, military secretary to th,e 
late commander of the forces, will have the honour of- deh­
vering to your lordship these despatches. Knowing how 
much he enjoyed his esteem and was in his confidence, from 
a long expnience of his talents, I feel I cannot do le,5s than 
pay this tribute to what I conceive would be the Wishes of 
his late general, aud to recommend him strongly to your lord­
ship's protection. 

JOHN LAMBERT, 
Majo~general, commanding. 

[Here follows the reports from major-gen~ral Keane and 
~olonel Thornton, and the extract from the journal of m~ 
jor Forrest, which detail subordinate circumstances.] 

I bave, Etc. 

Tonnant, off Cilandeleur's Island, January 28. 
My Lord, 

After maturtly deliberating on the situation of this army, 
after the command had unfortunately devolved upon me, on 
the 8th instant, and duly.considering what probability now 
remained of carrying on with success, on the same plan, an 
attack against Ntw Orleans, it appeared to me that it ought 
not to be persisted in. I immediately communicated with vice­
admiral sir Alexander Cochrane, that I did not think it would 
be prudent to make any farther attempt at present, and that 
I recommended re-embarking the army as soon as possible, 
with a view to carry into effect the other objects of the force 
employed upon this coast; from the 9th instant, it was deter­
mined that the arm) should retreat, and I have the satisfaction 
of informing your lordship that it was effected on the night 
of the 18th instant. and ground was taken up on the morn­
ing of the 19th, on both sides of the bayou or creek which 
the troops had entered on their disembarkation, 14 miles. 
from their position before the enemy's line, covering New 
Orleans, on the left bank of the i\l ississippi, and one mile 
from the entrance into Lac Borgne; the army remained 
in bivouac until lhe 27th instant, when me whole were 're­
~mbarktd • 

. In stating the circumstances of this retreat to your lord­
ShIP, I shall cunfidently trust tP~t you will see, that good or­
der and discipline en:r existtd in this arm, and that zeal for 
the s"ervice ~d attention was ever conspic"u~us in officers of 
all ranks, 
Y~ur lOldship is already acq,uainted with the position the 
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army occupied, its adv:ance post close up to the enemy's line, 
and the greater part of the armv wel·~ exposed to the fire of 
his batt~ries which was unremitting dav and night since the 
1st of January, when the position in advance was taken IIp; 
the retreat was effected without bEin~ harassed in any degree 

, by the enemy; all the sick and wou1)ded with the exception of 
eighty, whom it was considert'd dangerous to remove, fidd ar­
tillery, ammunition, hospital, aQd other stores of every de­
s'tription, which had been landed on a very large scale, were 
brought away, and nothing fell into the enemy's hands, ex­
cepting six iron lS-pounders, mounted on sea-carriages, and 
two carronades, which were in position on the left bank of 
the Mississippi; to bring them off at the moment the army 
was retiring was impossihle, and to have done it previously 

""'o\1ld have exposed the whole force to any fire the enemy 
might have sent down tbe river. These batteries were of 
course destroyed, and the guns rendered perfectl:' unservice: 
able. ·ODly four men were reported absent next morning, 
and these I suppose must have been left behind, and have 
fallen into the hands of the enemv: but when it is considered 
the troops were in perfect ignora"nce of the movement, until 
a fixed hour during the night, that the battalions were drawn 
off in succession, and that the pickets did not move off till 
past three in the morning, and that the whole had to retire 
through the most ditRcult new made road, cut in marshy 
ground, impassable for a horse, and where, in many places, 
the 1l'l.tn could only go in single files, and that the absence of 
men might be account:,ed for in so many ways, it would be 
rather a matter of surprise the number was so few. 

An exChange of prisoners has been effected with the enemy 
upon very fair terms, and their attention to the brave prison­
ers and wourtded, 'that have fallen into their hands', has been 
kind and humane, I have everv reason to believe. 

However unsuccessful the termination of the late service 
the army and navy have been employed upon, has turned out, 
if would be injustice not to point ou~ how much praise is 
due to their exertions; _~ver since the 13th December, when 
the army began to, move from the ships, the fatigu~, of dis­
embarking and bringing up artillery and supplies from such 
a distance has been incessant; and I mqst ~~d, that owing to 
(he exertions of the navy, thl:' army has never wanted pro,:" 
visions. The labour and fath~ue of the seamen and soldiets 
were ·particularly conspicuous on .the night of the 7th inst~nt, 
when fifty boats were dragged through a canal"nto the Mis­
sissippi, in which tbere was only 18' inches of water, and l 
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am confident that vice-admiral sir Alexander Cochrane, who 
suggested the possibil~ty of this operation, will b.e equally 
ready to admit this, as well as the hearty co-operatIOn of the 
troops on all occasions. 

From what has come under mv own observation since I 
joined this army, and from offidal reports that have ?ee.n 
made to me, I beg to call your lordship's attention to mdl­
viduals, who fronl their station have rendered themselves pe­
culiarly conspicuous. Major Forrest at the head of the quar., 
ter-master-gerieral's department, I cannot say too much of. 
Lieutenant Evans and Poddie, of the same, have been remark­
able for their exertions and indefatigability; sir John Tyiden, 
who has acted in the field as assistant-adjutant-general with 
me (lieutenant-colonel Stoven having been wounded on the 
23d ultimo, though doing well, not as yet being permitted to· 
take active service), has been very useful; on the night of the 
7th, previolls to the attack, rear-admiral Malcolm reports the 
great assistance he received from him in forwarding the boats 
in the Mississippi. Captain Wood of the 4th regiment, de­
puty assistant-adjutant-general, has filled that situation, since 
the first disembarkation of the troops, with zeal and atten­
tion. 

During the action of the 8th instant, the command of the 
2d brigade devolved upon lieutenant-colonel Brooke, 4.th re­
giment; that of the 3d upon colonel Hami~ton, 5th West In­
dian regiment; and the reserve. upon colonel Blakeney, royal 
fusileers, to aU these officers I fed m\'self mu(.h indebted for 
their servic:;!s. Lieutenant-colonel Dickson, royal artillery, has, 
displayed his usual abilities and assiduity; he reports to me 
his general satisfaction of all the officers under his command, 
especially major Munro, senior offica of the royal artillery, 
pre~'ious to his arrival, and of the officers commanding COID­

pames. 
Lieutenant-colonel Burgoyne, royal engineers, afforded 

me every assistance that could be expected from his known 
talents and experience; that service lost a valuable and much 
esteemed officer in lieutenant Wright, who was killed when 
teconoit ing on the evening of the 31 st ultimo. 

Lieutenant-colonel Mein, of the 43d, and lieutenant-colo­
nel Gubbins, 85th regill1ent, field-officers of the pickets on the 
8th, have great credir for the manner in which they withdrew 
t?e out-posts on the morning of the 19th, under the direc-
tIOn of colonel Blakene\'. royal fusileers. • • 

I re.qu.est in a particular ritanner to express how much this 
army IS mdebted to the attention and diligence of Mr. Habb, 
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deputy-inspector of hospitals. He met the embar,rassments of 
crowded hospitals, and their immediately removed, with 
such excellent arrangemt:nts, that the wounded were all 
brought off with every favourable circumstance, except such 
as would have rendered their removal dangerous.. \ 

Captain sir T. Troubridge, royal navy, who com~anded a 
battalion of seamen, and who was attached to act with the 
fusileers, rendered the greatest service by his exertions in 
whatever way they were required-colonel Dickson, royal 
artillery, particularly mentions how much he,was indebted to 
him. 

The conduct of two squadrons of the 14th light dragoons, 
lately under the command of lieutenant-colonel Baker, pre­
viously by major Hills, has been the admiration of everyone, 

, by the ch~erfulness with which they have performed all de­
scriptions of service. I must also mention the exertions of 
the royal staff corps under major Dodd, so reported by the 
deputy quarter-master-general. . 

Permit me to add the obligations I am under to my per­
sonal staff, lieutenant the honourable E. Curson, of the royal 
navy, who was selected as naval aid-de-camp to the command­
ing officer of the troops on their first disembarkation, each of 
whom have expressed the satisfaction they had in his ap­
'pointment, to which I confidently.add my own. 

Major Smith, 9th regiment, now acting as military secre­
tary, is so well known fo,: zeal and talents, that I can with 
great truth say, that I think he possesses every qualification 
to render him hereafter one of the brightest ornaments of 
his profession. 

I cannot conclude without expressing how much indebted 
the army is to rear-admiral Malcolm, who had the immedi­
ate charge of landing and re-embarking the troops; he re­
mained on shore to the last, and by his abilities and activity 
smoothed every difficulty. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN LAMBERT, 

.1J:fajor-general commandant. 
To the right honourahle earl of Bathurst. 

P. S. I regret to have to report, that during the night of 
the 25th, in very bad weather, a boat containing two officers, 
viz. lieutenant Brydges and cornet Hammond, with 37 of the 
14th light dragoons, unfortunately fell into the hands of the 
enemy off the mOUth of the Rigolets: I have not been able 
to ascertain correctly particular circums~ances. 
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Return of casualties in the actions with the enemy, near New 
Orlralls, on the :!.3d and 24th December, 1814. 

TotaJ- 4 Clp!am'>, 1 lielltenant," st'rjeants, 1 drummer, 
33 rank and file killed; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 2 cap. 
tains, 3 lieutenants, 10 serjeants, 4 drummers, 141 rank and 
file wounfled; I major, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 3 serjeants, 58 
rank an" file missing. 

Return of casualties between the '25th ahd 31st December, 
1814. . 

Total-l captain, 1 drummer, 1-t rank and file killed; 1 
lieutenant, '2 ensigns, 1 scrj eant, 34 rank and file wounded; 
2 rank <lnd file missing. 
Return of casualties between the 1 st and 5th January, 1815. 

Total-3 lic:utenants, 2 ser.ieants, 27 rank and file killed; 
4 lieutenants, 40 rank and file wounded; 2 rank and file mis· 
smg. . 

Return ofcasualtie.'1 tm the 8th January, 1815. 
~rotalloss-l major-general, 1 lieutenant .. colonel, 2 rna· 

jors, 5 captains, 4 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 11 serjeants, 1 
drummer, 266 rank and file killed; 2 major-generals, 8 lieu­
tenant-colonels, 2 majors, 18 captains 38 lieutenants, 9 en· 
signs, 1 staff, 54 serjeants, 9 drummers, 1126 rank and'file 
wounded; 3 captains, 12 lieutenants, 13 serjeants, 4 drum-
mers, 45'2 rank and file missin~. . 
Return of casualties between the 9th aid ';6th January, 1815. 

Total-l rank alld filt. killed; 1 lieuten.tnt, 1 serjeant, 3 
rank and file wounded. 

Return of the ordnance taken from the enemy by a detachmmt 
of the army acting on the right bank of the ,1J:fississippi, un· 
der the command of Colonel Jhornton. 

Redoubt, right bank of the Mississippi, January 8, 1815. 
t brass 10-inch howitzer, 2 brass <t--pound field-pieces, 8 

24-pounders, 3 12-pounders, 6 9-pounders, 1 12-pound tar-
ronade, not mounted. -. 

On the howitzer is inscribed, "Taken at the surrender of 
Yorktown, 1781." 

(Signed) J. MITCHELL, 
. Captain royal artill~r!1. 

The return of the killed and wounded, in the actionf 
the gun-boats, gives 17 of the fonner, and 77 of the lat~r. 

•• 
, 
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AMERICAN AND BRITISH ACCOUNTS OF THE SURRENDER OF 

FORT BOWYER. 

Copy if a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Lawrence, to Major-
Ge'neral Jackson. ~ 

Sir, Fort Bowyer, February 1~, 1815. 
Imperious necessity has compelled me to enter into articles 

0,£ capit~tion with major-gent:ral John Lambert, command­
ipg his Britannic. majesty's forces in front of Fort BowYer, a 
copy of which I forward you for the purpose of effecting an 
imme"iate exchange of prisoners. Nothing but the want of 
provisions, and finding myself complett:ly surrounded by 
thousands-batteries erected on the sand-mounds whi~h 

, completely commanded the fort-and the enemy having ad. 
vanced, by regular approaches, within thirty yards of the 
ditches, and the utter ~mpossibility of getting any assistance 
or supplies, would have induced me to adopt this measure. 
Feeling confident, and it being the unanimous opinion of the 
officers, that we could not retain the post, and that the lives 
of many valuable officers and soldiers would have been use­
lessly sacrificed, I thought it most desirable to adopt this 
{llan.' A full and correct statement will bt\ furnished you as 
early as possible. , 

Captain Chamberlain, who bears this to E. IAivingston, ' 
esq., will relate to him .every particular, whic.h will, I hope, -
be satisfactory • . 

I am, with respect, your obedient humble servant, 
W. LA WHENCE, 

Lieutenant-colqllel, commanding. , 
~ajQr-~eneral Jack$on • 

.Art,icle,s of capitulation agreed upon between Lieutenant-Colo­
. nel La.wrenceand Major-General Lambert,Jor the surrender 

of Fort Bowyer, on the }lobile Point, 11th February, 1~15. 
1. That the fort shall be surrendered to the arms of his 

Britannic majes~y in its existing state as to the works, ord-
Qa,nce, ammunition, and every species of military stores. 

2. That the garrison shall be considered as prisoners of 
wat; the troops marchi,ng out ~ith their colours flying, and 
drums beating, and ground their arms on the glacis-the of. 
ficers retaining th~ir swords, and the whole to bt: embarked 
in such ships as the British naval .commttnder in chid' sh'lll 
appoint. 

'3. All private property to be respected. 
" 
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4. That a communication shall he made immedialely of 
the same to the commanding officer of the st'\'enth military 
district of the United States, and every endeavour made to 
effect an earlv exchange of prisoner-s, 

5. That the garrison of the United States remain in the 
fort unti112 o"clock to-morrow, a British guard being put in 
possession of the inner gates at 3 o"clock to cla~r, the g.uard 
remaining on the glacis, and that the British flag be hOIsted 
at the same time-an officer of each service remaining at the 
head-q~arters of each commander until the fulfilment of these 
articles. 

H. G. SMITH, 
l1/ajor, and military secretary. 

Agreed on the part of the royal navy. , 
. . T. H. RICKETTS, 

ApPROVED, 

Captain H. M. ship Vengeur. 
H. CHAMBEHLAIN, 

Second regiment United Staies infantry. 
WM. LA WHENCE, 

Lieutenant-colonelsecondinfantry, commanding. 

ALEXANDER COCHHANE, 
Ctmzmander in chief of his majesty"s .'lhipping. 

JOHN LAMBERT, 
lIfajor-general, commanding. 

A true copy, Test-John Reid, aid-de~camp. 

Colonial Departmellt. 

Downing-street, April 17th, 1815. 
A despatch, of which the following is a copy, has been 

this day received by earl Bathurst, one of his majesty's prin­
cipal secretaries of state, from major-general sir John Lam­
bert, K. C. B., commanding on the coast of Louisiana. 

Head-ftuarters, Isle Dauphine, 
My lord, Feb. 14th, 1815. 

1\1 y despatch dated January 29th, will ha\'e informed vour 
lordship of the re-embarkation of this force, which was ~om­
pleted on the 30th; the weather came on so bad on that night, 
and continued so until the 5th of February, that no commu­
nication could be held with the ships at the inner anchorage, 
a distance of abollt 'seventeen 'miles. 

It being agreed between vice-admiral sir Alexander Coch­
nne and m~'self that operations should be carried to"-at'ds 
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Mobile, it was decided that a force should be sent against 
:Fort Bowyer, situated on the t'astern point of the en­
trance of the bay, and from every information that could be 
obtained, it was considered a brigade would be sufficient for 
this object, with a respectable force of artillery. I ordered 
the 2d brigade, composed of the 4th, 21 st, and 44th regi­
ments, for this service, together with such means in the en­
gineer and artillery departments, as the chief and commanding 
officer ofthe royal artillery might think expedient. The re­
mainder of the force had orders to disembark on Isle Dau­
phine. and encamp; and major-general Keane, whom I am 
truly happy to say has returned to his duty, superintended 
their arrangement. • 

The weathq being favourable on the 7th, for the landing 
to the eastward of Mobile Point, the ships destint'd to move 
on that service, sailed under the command of captain Ricketts, 
of the Vengeur, but did notarriye in ~llfficient time that even­
ing to do more than determine the place of disembarkation, 
which was about three miles from Fort Bowyer. 

At day. light the next morning the troops got into the boats, 
and 600 men were landed under lieutenant-colonel Dehbeig 
of the 44th, without opposition, who immediately threw out 
the light companies under lieutenant Bennett, of the fourth 
regiment, to COVeT the landing of the brigade. Upon the 
whole being disembarked, a disposition was made to move 
on towards the fort, covered by the light companies. The 
enemy was not seen until about lQOO yards in front of their 
works; they gradually fdl back, and no firing took place, 
until the whole had retired into the fort, and our advance had 
pushed on nearly to within three hundred yards. Having 
reconnoitred the fort with lieutenant-colonels Burgoyne and 
DIckson, we were decidedly of opinion, that the work was 
formidable only against an assault; that batteries being once 
established, it must speedily fall. Every exertion was madel 
by the navy to land provisions, and the necessary equipment 
o! the battering train and e~gineer stores. We broke grou:nd 
on the night of the 8th, and advanced a firing party to within 
one hundred yards of th~ fort during the night. The position 
of the batteries being decided upon the next day, they were 
ready to receive their guns. on the night of t.,he 10th, and on 
the morning of the 11th, the fire of a battery of four eighteen­
pounders on the It:ft, and two eight-inch howitzers on the 
right, each about one hundred \ aids distant, two six-pounders 
at 'about thr •. e hundred yards, and eight small cohorns ad-

VOL. IV. tR rl 
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vantageouslv placed on the right, with intervals between of 
one hundred and two hllndred yards, aU furnished to keep 
up an incessant fire for two da\·s. were prepared to open. 
Prt-paratory to commencing, I summoned the ,forl, allowing 
the commanding officer half an hour for decision upon such 
terms as were proposed. Finding he was inclined to consider 
them, I prolonged the period at his request, and at 3 o'clock 
the fort was giv~n up to a British guard, and British colours 
hoisted; the terms being signed by major Smith, military 
secretary, and captain Hicketts, H. N., and finally approved of 
by the vice-admiral and myself, which I have the honour to 
inclose. I am happ" to say our loss was not very great; and 
we are indebted for this, in a great measure, to the efficient 
means attached to this force. Had we been obliged to resort 
to any other mode of attack, the faU could not have been 
looked for IInder such favourable circumstances. 

We have certain information of a force having been sent 
from Mobile, and disembarked about 12 miles off, in the 
night of the 10th, to attempt its relief; two schooners with 
provisions and an intercepted letter fell into our hands, taken 
by c.aptain Price, royal navy, stationed in the bay. 

I cannot close this despatch without naming to your lord­
ship, again, lieutenant-colonels Dickson, royal artillery, and 
Burgoyne, royal engineers, who displayed their usual zeal 
and abilities; and lieutenant Bennett, of the 4th, whp com­
manded the light companie~, and pushed up close to the ene-
my's works. . 

Captain the honourable R. Spencer, royal navy, who had 
been placed with a detachment of seamen under my orders, 
greatly facilitated the service in every way by his exertion!t. 

From captain Ricketts, of the royal navy, who was charged 
with the landing and disposition of the naval force, I re­
eeh'ed eVt'ry assistance. 

(Signed) . 

Earl Bathurst, (:ic. 

JOHN LAMBERT, 
flfajor-general, commanding. 

Fort Bowyer, February 14, 1815. 
Return of ordnance, ammunition, and stores, captured from 

the enemy in this place, on the 12th instant: 
1 24-pounder, 2 9-pound,rs, outside of the fort. 

Guns. 
Iron-3 32-pounders, 8 24-pounders, 6 12-pounclers, 5 

9-pounders. 
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Brass-l 4-pounder. 
Mortar-1 a-iQch. 
Howitzer-1 5!-inch. 

Sltot. 
32-pounder-856 round, 64 grape, 11 case. 
24-pounder7851 round, 176 bar, 286 grape, 84 case. 
12-pounder-535 round, 74 grape, 439 case. 
9-pounder-781 round, 208 grape, 429 case. 
6-pounder-15 round, 75 har, 13 case. 
4-pounder-231 round, 38 grape, 147 case. 

Shells-25 8-incll, 74 5~-inch. ,-
183 hand,$renades. 
5,519 pounds of powder. 
1 triangle gin, complete. 
16,976 musket-ball cartridges. 
500 flints. 
351 muskets, complete, with accoutrements. 

(Signed) - JAMES PERCIV A.t,' 
Assistant-commissar!!, royal artillery. 

(Signed) . A. DICKSON, 
Lieutenant-colonel, commanding royal artzllery. 

Return of casualties in the army under the command of Major­
General Lambert, employed before Fort Bowyer, between the 
8th and 12th of February, 1815. 
Royal sappers and miners-l rank and file wounded. 
4th foot-8 rank and file killed; 2 serjeants, 13 rank and 

tile wounded . 
. 21st foot~2 serjeants., 2 rank and file killed; 1 rank and 

file wounded. 
40th foot-l rank and file killed; 1 rank and file wounded. 
Total-13 killed, 18 wounded. 

(Signed) F. STOVEN, 
lJeputy-aq/utant-generaL 

'Return of the American garrison, of Fort Bowyer, which 
surrendered to the force under major-general Lambert, 11tlz. 
February. 1815. 
1 field officer, 3 captains, 10 subalterns, 2 staff, 16 ser­

jeants, 16 drummers, 327 rank and file, 20 women, 16 chil­
dren, 3 servants not soldiers. 

(Signed) ~ FRED. STOVEN, 
lJeputy-aqJutant-genera~ 

/ 
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CRUIZE OF THE ESSEX IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 

Copy Of a letter from Captain Porter, to the SeC1'etary of 
the Navy. 

Sir, Essex Junior, July 3, 1814, at Sea. 
I have done myself the. honour to address you, repeated­

ly since I left the Delaware; but have scarcely a hope that 
o~e of my letters has reached you; therefore, consider it ne­
cessary to give you a brief history of my proceedings since 
that period. 

I sailed from the Delaware on the 27th of October, 1812, 
and repaired with all diligence (agreeably to instructions 
from commodore Bainbridge), to Port Pray a, .t<·ernando de 
N oronho, and Cape Frio; and arrived at each place on the 
day appointed to meet him. On my passage from Port Praya 
to Fernando de Noronho, I captured his Britannic majes­
ty's packet Nocton; and after taking out about 11,0001, ster­
ling in specie, sent her under command of lieutenant Finch 
for America. I cruized off Rio de Janeiro and Cape Frio 
until the 12th January, 1813, hearing frequently of the com­
modore by vessels from Bahia. I here captured but one schoo­
ner with hides and tallow; I sent her into Rio. The Mon­
tague, the admiral's ship being in pursuit of me, my provi­
sions now getting short, and finding it necessary to look out 
for a supply, to enable me to meet the commodore by the 
1st of April, off St. Helena, I proceeded to the island of St. 
Catherine's (the last place of rendezvous on the coast of 
Brazil), as the most likely to supply my wants, and at the 
same time afford me that secrecy necessary to enable me to 
eludt: the British ships of war on the coast and expected 
there. I here could procure only wood, water, and rum, and 
a few bags of flour; and hearing of the commodore·s action 
with the Java, the capture of the Hornet by the Montague, 
and of a considerable augmentation of the British force on 
the coast, and of several being in pursuit of me, I found it 
necessary to get to sea as soon as possible. I now, agreeably 
to the commodore's plan, stretched to the southward, scour­
ing the coast as far as Hio de la Plata. I heard that Buenos 
Ayres was in a state of starvation and could not supply Ollr 
wants; and that the government of Monteviedo was very ini­
mical to us. The commodore's instructions now left it com­
pletely .discretionary ~ith me wh.at course to pursue, and I 
determll1ed on followmg that whtch had not only met his ap­
probation but the approbation of the then ~ecretary of the na­
vr· I accordingly shaped my COLU"se for the Pacific; and af. 
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'fer suffering greatly from ~hort allowan(l'of. pro~isions and 
heavy gales off Cape Horn (for which my ship and men were_ 
illy provided), I arrived at Valparaiso on the 14th March, 
1813. I here took in as much jerked beef and other provi­
sions as my ship would conveniently stow, ';md ran down the 
coast of Chili and Peru; in this tract I fell in with a Peru­
vian corsair, which had on board twenty-four Americans as 
pris9ners, the crews of two whale ~hips which she had taken 
on the coast of Chili. The captain informed me that, as the' 
allies of Great Britain, they would capture all they should 
meet with, in expectation of a war between Spain and the 
United States. I consequently threw all his guns and ammu­
nition into the sea, liberated the Americans, wrote a re­
spectful letter to the vice-roy, explaining the cause of my 
proceedings, which I delivered to her captain. I the,n pro­
ceeded for Lima, and re-captured one of the vessels as she 
was entering the port. From thence I proceeded for the Gal­
Iilpagos islands, where I cruized, frc;>m the 17th' April until 
the 3d October, 1813; during which time I touched only 
once on the coast of America, which was for the purpose of 
procuring a supply of fresh water, as none is to be found 
among those islands, which are perhaps the most barren and 
desolate of, any known. , 

. While among this group, I captured the following British 
ships, employed chitfly in the spermaceti whale fishery, viz. 

I • 

, 

Letters of fl:farque. 
tons. men. guns. pierced for 

Montezuma, ~: 270 21 2 
Policy, 175 26 10 18 
Georgiana, 280 25 6 18 
Greenwich, d~; 338 25 10 20 
Atlantic, 355 24 8 20 
Rose, 220 21 8 20 
Hector, 270 25 11 20 
Catharine, 270 '29 8 18 
Seringapatarn, 357 I 31 14 26 
Charlton, 274 21 10 18 
New Zealander, ,1 259 23 8 18 
Sir A. Hammond, 301 31 12 18 

3465 302 107 
As some of those ships wer'"e captured by boats, and others 

by prizes, my officers and men had several opportunities of 
shewing their gallantry. 
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The Rose and Charlton were ~ven up to the prisoners; 
the Hector, Catharine, and Montezuma, I sent to Valparai­
so, where they were lai<l up; the Polin, Georgiana, and New 
Z,ahnder, ( !->ent fOi America; the Greenwich I kept as a 
store-ship to contain the stores of my other prizes necessary 
for us; and the Atlantic, now called the Essex Junior, I 
equipped with l wenty guns·and gave command of her to lieu­
tenant Downes. 

Lieutenant Downes hau convoyed the prizes to Valparai­
so, and, 011 his return, brought me letters, informing me that 
a squadron under the command of commodore James Hill­
yar, consisting of the frigate Phoebe, of 36 gUDS, the Ha­
coon and Cherub sloops of war, and a store-ship of 20 guns, 
had sailed on the 6th of July for this sea. The Racoon and 
Cherub had been seeking me for some time on the coast of 
Brazil, and, on their return from their cruize, joined the 
squadron sent in search of me to the Pacific. My ship, as it 
may be supposed, after being nearly a year at sea, required 

_ some repairs to put her in a state to meet them; which I de­
t~rmined to do, and bring them to action, if I could meet 
them on nearly equal terms. I proceeded, now, in company 
with the remainder of my prizes, to the island of N ooaheva, 
or Madison's island, lying in the Washington groupe, disco­
vered by a captain Ingraham of Boston; here I caulked and 
completely overhauled my ship, made for her a new set of 
water casks, her old bnes being entirely decayed, and took on 
board from my prizes provisions and stores for upwards of 
four months, and sailed for the coast of Chili on the 12th 
December, 1813. Previous to sailing, I secured the Seringa­
patam, Greenwich, and sir. Andrew Hammond, under the 
guns of a battery, which, [ erected for their protection (af­
ter taking possession of this fine island for the United States, 
and establishing the most friendly intercourse with the na­
tives). I left them under the charge of lieutenant Gamble of 
tlJ,e marines, with twenty-one men, with orders to repair to 
Valparaiso after a certain period. 

1 arrived on the coast of Chili on the 12th January, 1814; 
looked into Conception and Valparaiso, found at both places 
only three English vessels, and learned that the squad-ron 
which sailed from Hio de Janeiro for that sea had not been 
heard of since their departure, and were supposed to be lost 
in endeavouring to double CaRe Horn. 

I.had complt:tely b~oken up· the British navig~tion in the 
PaCific; the vessels which had not been captured by me, were 
laid up and dared not venture out. I had affonled the most 
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ample protection to our own vessels, which were, on my arri­
val, very numerous and unprotected. The valuable whale 
fishery there is entirely destroyed, and the actual injury we 
have done thelD mav be estimated at two and a half millions 
of dollars, independent of the expenses of vessels in search 
of me. They have furnished me amply with' sails, eordage, 
cables, anchors, provisions, medicines, and stores of every 
description; and the slops on board them have furn.shed 
clothing for the seamen. We had in fact lived on the enemy 
since I had been in that sea, every prize having proved a 
well-found store-ship for me. I had not yet been under the 
necessity of drawing bills on the department for any object, 
and had been enabled to make considerable advances to my 
officers and crew on account of pay. . 

For the unexampled time we had kept the sea, my crew 
had continued remarkably healthy; I had but one case of the 
scurvy, and had fost only the following men by death, viz: 

John S. Cowan, lieutenant, 
Robert Miller, surgeon, 
Levi Holmes, O. seaman, 
Edward Sweeny, do. 
Samuel Groce, seaman, 
J ames Spafford, gunner's-mate, 
Benjamin Geers,} 
J h R d 

quarter-gunners, 
o n 0 gers, 

Andrew Mahan, corporal of marines, 
Lewis Price, private marine. 
I had done all the injury that could be done to the British 

commerce in the Pacific, and still hoped to signalize my cruize 
by something more splendid before leaving that sea. I thought 
it not improbable that commodore Hillyar might have kept 
his arrival secret, and believing that he would seek me at 
Valparaiso, as the most likely place to find me, I therefore 
determined to cruize about that place, and should I fail of 
meeting him, hoped to be compensatt:d by the capture of 
some merchant ships, said to be expected from England. 

The Phoebe, agreeably to my expectations, came to seek 
me at i'alparaiso, where I was anchored with the Essex, my 
armed prize the Essex Junior, under the command of lieute­
·nant Downes, on the look out off the harbour; but, contrary 
(0 the course I thought he 'would pursue, commodore Hill. 
yar brought with him the Cherub sloop of w. mounting 
28 guns, eighteen 32-pound ~arronades, eight 245 and two 
long 95 on the quarter deck and forecastle, and a comple­
ment 'Of 180 men. The force of the Phoebe is as follows: 

\ 
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thirty long 18-pounders, sixteen 32-pound carronades, one 
howitzer, and six 3-pounders in her topS, in all 53 guns, and 
a complement of 320 men; making a force of 81 guns and 
500 men; in addition to which, they took on board the crew 
of an English letter of marque lying in port. Both ships 
had picked crews, and were sent into the Pacific, in company 
with the Racoon of 22 guns, and a store-ship of 20 guns, 
for the express purpose of seeking the Essex, and were pre­
pared with flags bearing the motto, "God and country; Bri­
tish sailors' best rights; traitors offend both." This was in­
tended as a reply k> my motto, " free trade and sailors' rights,~' 
under the erroneOllS impression that my crew were chiefly 
l~nglishmen, or to counteract its effect on their. own crews. 
The force of the Essex was 46 guns, forty 32-pound carro­
nades and six long 12s, and her crew, which had been much 
reduced by prizes, amounted only to 255 men. The Essex 
Junior, which was intended chiefly as a store-ship, mounted 
20 guns, ten 18-pound carronades, and ten short 65, WIth 
only 60 men on board. In reply to their motto, I wrote at 

\ my mizen, "God, our country, and liberty; tyrants offend 
them •• , 

On getting their provisions on board they went off the port 
for the purpose of blockading me, where they cruized for 
nearly six weeks, during which time I endeavoured to provoke 
a challenge, and frequently, but ineffectually, to bring the 
Phoebe alone to action, first with both my ships, and after­
wards with my single ship, with both crews on board. I was 
several times under way, and ascertained that I had greatly 
the advantage in point of sailing, and once succeeded in clos­
ing within gun-shot of the Phoebe, and commenced a fire on 
her, when she ran down for the Cherub, which was two and 
a half miles to leeward. This excited some surprise and ex­
pressions of indignation, as previous to my getting under 
way she hove too off the port, hoisted her motto flag, and fired 
a gun to windward. Commodore Hillyar seemed determined 
to avoid a contest with me on nearly equal terms; and from 
his extreme prudence in keeping both his ships ever after 
constantly within hail of each other, there were no hopes of 
any advantages to my country from a longer stay in port. I 
therefore determined to put to sea the first opportunity which 
should offt::r; and I was the more strongly induced to do so, 
as I had g~~ed ~ertain intelli~ence that the Tag~s, rated. 38, 
and two adler frigates, had saIled for that sea In pursuit of 
me, and I had reason to expect the arrival of the Racoon 
fl:om the ntl1 th-west coast of America, where 'she had been 
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sent for the purpose of destroying our fur establishment on 
the Columbia. A rendezvous was appointed for the Essex: 
Junior, and every arrangement made for sailing, and I in­
tended to let them chase me off, to gh'e the Essex Junior an 
opportunit\· of escaping. On the 28th March, the d '\' after 
this determination was formed, the wind came on to blow 
fresh from the southward, when I parted my larboard cable, 
and dragged mv stareoard anchor directly out to sea. Not a 
moment was to'be lost in getting sail on the ship. The enemy 
were close in with the point forming the west side of the bay; 
but on opening them, I saw a prospect of passing to wind­
ward, when I took in my top-gallant-sails, which were set 
over single reefed top-sails, and braced up for this purpose; 
but on rounding the point a heavy squall struck the ship. and 
tat'ried a\vay her main-top-mast, precipitating the men who 
were aloft into the sea, who were drowned. Both ships now 
gave chase to me, and I endea\-oured, in my disabled state, 
to regain the port; but in finding I could not recover the 
common anchorage, I ran close into a small bay, about three 
quarters of a mile to leeward of the battery, on the east side 
of the harbour, and let go my anchor within pistol-shot of the 
shore, where I intended to repair my damages as soon as 
possible. The enemy continued to approach, and showed an 
evident intention of attacking, regardless of the neutrality of 
the place where I was anchored; and the caution observed in 
their approach to the attack of the Essex was truly'ridiculous, 
as was their display of their motto flags, and the number of 
jacks at all their mast-heads. I, with as much expedition .. S 

circumstances would admit of, got my ship ready for action, 
and endeavoured to get a spring on my cable, but had not suc­
ceeded when the enemy, at 5~ minutes after 3, P. M., made 
his attack, the Phoebe placing herself under m~' stern, and 
the Cherub on my starboard bow; but the Cherub soon find­
ing her situation a hot one, bore up and ran under my stern 
also, where both ships kept up a hot raking fire. I had got 
thr: e long twelve-pounders out of the stern ports, which were 
,worked with so much bravery and skill that in half an hour 
we so disabled both as to compel them to haul off to repair 
damages. In th'e course of this firing I had, by the great ex­
e·rtions of Mr. Edward Barnewall, the acting sailing-master, 
assisted by Mr. Linscott; the boatswain, succeedt:d ill getting 
lsprings on our cable three different times; but the fire of the 
enemy was so excessive that before we could gt:t our broad. 
side to bear they were .shot away; and thus rendered useless 
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to us. M~1 ship had received many ifljuries, and several had 
been killed and wounded; but my brave officers and men, 
notwithstanding the unfavourable circumstances under which 
we were brought to action, and the powerful force <?pposed 
to us, were no ways discouraged-all appeared determined 
to defend their ship to the lastextrl:'mity, and to die in pre­
ference to a shameful surrender. Our gaff, with the ensign 
and the motto flag at the mizen. had ,been shot away, but 
"ree trade and sailors' rights continued to fly at the fore. 
Our ensign was replaced by another, and to guard against 
a similar event, an ensign was made fast in the mizen rig­
ging, and several jacks were hoisted in different parts of the 
ship. The enemy soon repaired his damages for a fresh at­
tack j he now placed himself, with both his ships, on my star­
board quarter, out of the reach of my carronades, and where 
my stern guns could not be brought to bear; he there kept up 
a most galling fire, whit'h it was out of my power to return, 
",vhen I saw no prospect of injuring him without getting un­
der way and becoming the assailant. My top-sail sheets and 
halyards were all shot away, as well as the jib and fore-top­
mast-stay-sail-halyards. The only rope not cut was the flying­
jib-halyards; and that being tht> only sail I could set, I caus­
ed it to be hoisted, m~' cable to be cut, and ran down on both 
ships, with an intention of laying the Phoebe on board. The 
firing on both sides was now tremendous; I had let fall my 
fore-top-sail and fore-sail, but the want of tacks and sheets 
l'endered them almost useless to us; yet we were enabled, 
for a ~orttime, to close with the enemy; and, although our 
decks were now strewed with dead, and our cockpit filled with 
wounded, although our ship had bcel\ several times on fire, 
and was rendered a perfect wreck, we were still encouraged 
to hope to save her, from the circumstance of the Cherub, 
from her crippled state, being compelled to haul off. She did 
not return to close action again, although she apparently had 
it in her power to do so, but kept a distant firing with her 
long guns. The Phoebe, from our disahled state, was enabled, 
however, by edging off, to choose the distance which best 
suited her long guns, and kept up a tremendous fire on us, 
which mowed down my brave companions by the dozen. 
Many of my guns had been rendered useless by the enemy's 
shot, and many of them had had their whole crews destroyed. 
We manned them again from those which were disabled, 
and one gun, in particular, was three times manned; fifteen 
men were slain at it in the course of the action" but, strange 
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as it may appear, the captain of it escaped with only a slight 
wound. 

Finding that the enemy ha:d it in his power to choose his 
distance, I now gave up all hopes of closing with him, and as 
the wind for the moment seemed to ~avol1r the design, I de­
termined to .endeavour to run her on shore, land mv men, and 
destroy her. Every thing seemed,to favour mr wishes. We had 
approached the sho~ within musket-shot, and I had no doubt 
of succeeding, when, in an instant, the ~ind snifted from the 
land (as is very common in this port in the latter part of the 
day), and payed Ollr head down on the Phoebe, where we were 
agahl exposed to a dreadful raking fire. My ship was nmV' 
totally unmanageable; y_et, as her head was toward the enemy .. 
and he to leeward of me. I still hoped to be able to board him .. 
At this moment lieutenant commandant Downes came on 
board to receive my orders, under' the impression that I 
should, soon be a prisoner. He could be of no use to me in 
the then wretched state of the Essex; and finding (from the 
enemy's putting his helm up), that m!' la~t attempt at boaru­
,jng wQuld 110t succeed, I directed.him after he had been about 
ten minutes on board, to return to his own ship, to be pre· 
pared for defending or destroying her in case of attack. He 

_ took with him several of my wounded, leaving three of his 
boat's crew on board to make room for them. The Cherub 
had now an opportunity of distinguishing herself,hy keeping 
up a hot fire on him ~uring his return. The slaughter on 
board my ship had now become horrible, the enemy' con· 
tjnuing to rake us, and we unable 'to bring a gun to bear. I 
therefore directed a hawser to be bent to the sheet anchor, 
and the anchor to be cut from her bows to bring her head 
round; this succeeded, we again got our broadside to bear, 
and as the enemy was much crippled and unable to hold his 
own, I have' no doubt he would soon have drifted out of gun­
shot before he discovered we had anchored, had not the haw­
ser unfortunately parted. My ship had taken fire several 
times during the action, but alarmingly so forward and aft at 
this moment; the flames were bursting up eac.h hatchway, 
and no hopes were entertained of saving her; our distance 
from the shore did not exceed three quarters of a mile, and 
I hoped many of my brave crew would be able to save them­
selves should fhe ship blow up, as' I was informed the fire 
was near the magazine, and the explosion of a large quantity 
of powder below served to increase tbe horrors ofollr situation; 
our boats were destroyed l>y the enemy's shot; I therefore, 
directed those who could swim to jump overboar4, and en· 
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. deavour to gain the shore. Some reached it, some were taken 
by the enemy, and some perished in the attempt; but most 
preferred sharing with me the fate of the ship. We, who re­

'mained, . turned our attention wholly to extinguishing the 
flames; and when we hftd succeeded went again to the guns, 
where the firing was kept up for some minutes, but the crew 
had by this time become so weakened, that they declared to 
me the impossibility of making further resistance, and en­
treated me to 'surrender my ship to save the wounded, as all 
further attempt at opposition must prove ineffe~tual, almost 
ever~' gun being disabled by the destruction of their crews. 
I now stnt for the officers of divisions to consult them; but 
what was my surprise to find only acting-lieutenant Stephen 
Decatur M'Knight remaining (who confirmed the report 
respecting the condition of the guns on the gun-deck, those 
on the spar-deck were not in a better sta~). Lieutenant 
Wilmer, after fighting most gallantly throug'hout the action, 
had be' n knocked overboard by :i splinter while getting the 
sheet anchor from the bows, and was drowned. Acting-lieu­
tenant John G. Cowell had lost a leg; Mr. Edward Harne­
wall, acting-sailing-master, had -been carried below, after re­
ceiving two severe wounds, one in the breast and one in the 
face; and acting-lieutenant William H. Odenheimer had been 
knocked overboard from the quarter an instant before, and 
did not regain the ship till after the surrender. I was in­
formed that the coc.kpit, the steerage, the ward-room, and 
the hirth-deck could contain no more wounded; that the 
wounded were killed while the surgeons were dressing them, 
and that unless something was speedily done to prevent it, the 
ship would soon sink from the number of shot-hqles in her bot­
tom. And on sending for the carpenter, he informed me that 
all his crew had been killed or wounded, and that he had 
once been over the side to stop the leaks, when his slings had 
been shot away, and it was with difficulty he was saved from 
drowning. The enemy, from the smoothness of the water, 
and the impossibility of our reaching him with our carron­
ades, and the little apprehension that was excited bv our fire, 
which had now becolllt' much slackened, was enabied to take 
aim at us as at a target; his shot never missed our huH, and 
my ship was cut. up in a manner which was perhaps never be­
fore wltnt'sst"d; In fioe, I saw no hopes of saving her, and at 
20 minute::s after 6, P. M., gave the painful order to strike 
the' ?lolJrs. S,venty-five men, including officers were all that 
remamed of my whole crew, after the action capable of do­
ing dutr, and many of them severely wounded: some of whom 

• 
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have since di.ed. The enemy still continued. his Bring, and 
my hrave, though unfortunate comp,mions wae still falling 
about me. I directed ~n opposite gun to be fired, to show 
them we intended no further re::sistance; but thev did not de­
sist; four men wt:rt: killed at my sid\:, and others in different 
parts of the ship. I n6W b,·lieved he in.ende,:1 to show us no 
quarter, and that it would be as wdl to die:: with my ftag fiy­
ing as struck, and w~ on the point of again hoisting it, when 
about ten minutes aha hauling the colours down he ceased 
firing. 

I cannot speak in sufficiently too high terms of the conduct 
of those engaged for such an unparallelc::d length oftim,e (un­
der such circumstances) with mt:, in the arduous and unequal 
contest. Lt:t it suffice to sa\' that more bravery, skill, patriotism, 
and zeal, were never displayed on any occasion. Everyone 
seemed determined to die in defence of their much-loved 
country's cause, and nothing but views to humanity could 
ever have reconciled them to the surrender of the ship-'hey 
remembered thdr wounded and hdplltss shipmates below. 
To acting-lieutenants M'Knight and Odenheimer I feel 
much indebted for their great ext:rtions and bravery·through­
out the action, in fighting and encouraging the men at their di­
visions, for the dl:xtrous management Qf tht: long-guns, and 
for their promptness in re-manning their guns as their crews 
were slaughtered. The conduct of that brave and heroic offi­
cer; acting-lieutenant John G. Cowell, who lost his leg in 
the latter part of the action, excited the admiration of every 
man in the ship, and after being wounded would not consent 
to be taken below until loss of, blood rendered him insensi­
ble. Mr.. Edward Barnewall, acting-sa.iling-master, whos.e 
activity and courage was equally conspicllous, returned on 
deck after his first wound, and remained after receiving his 
second until fainting with loss of blood. Mr. Samuel B. 
Johnson, who had joined me the day before, and acted as ma­
rine officer, c.onducted himself with great bravery, and exert­
ed himself in aS$isting at the long guns; the musketry after 
the first half hour being useless (from our long distance). 

Mr. M. W. Bostwick, whom I had appointed actiDg"pllil"~ 
ser of the Essex J u~ior, who was on board my ship, did the 
-duties of aid, in a manner which rt:fiects un him the highest 
honour, and midshipmen Isaacs, Farragut, and Ogden, as 
-well ~s acting-midshipmen James ferry, James R. L~'man, 
and Samuc·l Duzenbury, and ~makr's-mate \Vllliam PIerce, 
-exerted themselves .in libe performance of their r~pective 
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duties, and gave an earnest of their value to the service; illC: 
three first are too young to recommend for promotion, the 
latter I beg leave to recommend for your confirmation, as 
well as the acting-lieutenants, and Messrs. Barnewall, John­
son, and Bostwick. 

We have beeQ unfortunate but not disgraced-the defence 
of the Essex has not been less honourable to her officers and 
crew than the capture of an equal force;:>and I now consider 
my situation less 'unpleasant than that of commodore Hillyar, 
who, in violation of every principle of honour and generosity, 
and regardless of the rights of nations, attacked the Essex 
in her crippled state, within pistol-shot of a neutral shore, 
when for six weeks I had daily offered him fair and honour­
able combat, on terms greatly to his advantage; the blood of 
the slain must be for ever on his head~ and he has yet to re­
concile his conduct to heaven, to his conscience, and to the 
world. The annexed extract of a letter from commodore 
HiHyar, whic,h was written previous to his retllrning me my 
sword, will shew his opinion of our conduct. -

My loss has been dreadfully severe, 58 killed, or have since 
died of their wounds, and among them lieutenant Cowell; 
39 were severely woundt'd. 27 slightly, and 31 are missing; 
making in aU 154 killed, wounded, and missing. 

The professional knowledge of doctor Richard Hoffman, 
acting-surgeon, and doc-tor Alexander Montgomery, acting 
surgeon·s-mate, added to their assiduity, and the benevolent 
attentions and assistance of 1\1 r. D. P. Adams, the chaplain, " 
saved the lives of many of the wounded; those gentlemen 
have been indefatigable in their attentions to them; the two 
first I beg leave to kcommend for confirmation, and the l~­
ter to the notice of the department. 

I must, in justification of my self, observe, that with our 
six 12-pounders only we fought this. action, our carronades 
being almost useless. . 

The loss in killed and wounded, has been great with the 
enemy; among the former is the firstlieutenantofthe Phoebe, 
and of the latter captain Tucker of the Chenlb, w hose wounds 
are severe. Both the Essex and Phoebe were in a sinking 
state, and it was with difficultr they could be kept afloat un­
til they anchored in Valparaiso next morning. The battered 
state of t.ht" Essex, will, I believe, prevent her ever reaching 
England, and J also think it will be out of their power to re­
pair the damages of the Phoebe. so as to enable her to .double 
Cape L::orn. All the masts and yards of "he Phoebe and Che-

, 
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rub are badly crippled, and their hulls ~uch cut up, the form­
er had eighteen 12-pound shot through her, below her water 
line, some three feet under water. Nothing but the smooth-
ness of the water saved both the Phoebe and Essex. • 

I lIope, sir, that our condu,;t may pro~e satisfactory to 
our country, and that it will testifv it by obtaining our spee­
dy exchange, that we may again have it in our power to prove 
our zeal. 

Commodore Hillyar (I am informed) has thought proper 
to state to his government that the action lasted only 45 mi­
nutes. Should he have done so, the motive may be easily dis­
covered; but the thousands of disinterested witnesses who 
covered the surrounding hills cantestifv that we fpught his 
ships nearly two hours and a half. Upwards of fifty broa~sides 
were fired by the enemy, agreeable to their own accounts, 
and upwards of seventy-five by ours. Except the few mi­
nutes 'they were repairing damages, the firJng was in,ces-
santo ' 

Soon after my capture I entered into an agreement with 
commodore Hillyar to ,disarm my prize the _ Essex Junior, 
and proceed with the survivors of my officers and crew 'in 
her to the United States, taking with me all her officers and 
crew. He consented to grant her a passpo'rt to secure her 
from re-capture. The ship was small, and we knew we had 
much to ,suffer, yet we hoped soon to reach our country in 
safety, that we might again have it in our power to serve .it. 
This arrangement was attended with no additional expense, 
as she was abundantly supplied with provisions and stores 
for the voyage. ' . . 

lIn justice to commodore Hillvar, I mllst observe, that (al­
though I can never be reconciled to the manner of his attack 
on the Essex, or to his conduct before the action) he has, 
sihce our capture, shewn the greatest humanity to my wound­
ed (whom he permitted me to land, on condition that the 
United States should bear their expenses), and has endea­
voured, as much as lay in his power, to alleviate the distresses 
of war by the most generous and delicate deportment to­
wards myself, my officers, and crew. ile gave orders that 
the property of every person should be respected; his orders, 
however, were not so strictly attended to as might have been 
expected: besides being deprived of books, charts, &:c. both 
myself and officers lost many articles of our clothing-some to 
a considerable amount. I should not have considered this' 
last circumstance of sufficient importance to notice, dtd it not -
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mark a strikinl! difft·rence hetween the navv of Great Bri­
tain and that of tht· United States, highly c'reditable lothe 
latter. 

'By the arrival of the Tagus, a few days after my capture, 
I was informed, lhat besides the ships which had arri\'ed in 
the Pacific in pu~sllit of mt', and those still t'xpt'fted, others 
were sent to crlllze for me in the China seas, off New Zea­
land, Timor, and New Holland, and that anotht'r frigate was 
sent to the Hiver la Plata. 

To possess the Essex it has cost the British government 
nearl" six millions of dollars, and vet, sir, her capture was 
owing entirely to accident; and i{ we consider the expedi­
tion with which naval contests are now decided, the action 
is a dishonour to them. Had they brought their ships boldly 
into action, with a force so very superior, and having the 
,choice of position, they should either haye captured or de­
stroyed us in one-fourth the time they were ahout it. 

During the aClion, our consul-general Mr. Poinsett called 
on the governor of Valparaiso, and requested that the batte­
ries might protect the Essex. This request Was refust'd, but 
he promised that if she should sucC\·ed in fighting her way 
to the common anchorage, he should send an officer to the 
British commander and request him to cease firing, but de­
clined using force under any circumstances, and there is no 
doubt of a perfect undt'rsta~ding existing bt'tween them; this 
conduct, added to the assistance given to the British, and 
their friendly reception after the action, and the strong bias 
of the faction whi<.h govern Chili in favour of the English, 
as well as their hostility to the Amnicans, induced Mr. 
Poinsett to leave that countr". Undn such circumstances 
I dicl.not conceive it would b~ proper for me to claim the re­
storation of my ship, confident that ~he claim would he made 
by my government to more tffect Finding some difficulty 
in tht sale of my prizes, I had taken the Hector and Catha­
rine to sea, and burnt them with their cargoes. 

I exchangtd lieutenant M'Knight, Mr. Adams, and Mr. 
Lyman, and de\'en seamen, for part (If the cnw of the sir An­
drew Hammond, and sailed from V:,lparaiso on the 27th of 
April, where the enemy were still patching up tht-ir ships to 
put tht.·m in a state for proceeding to Rio de Janeiro, pre-
vious to going to England. . 
Annt:x~d is a list of tht., remains of mv crt'w to be exchanged, 

as also a copy of the corrt'spondenc~ I)etween commodore 
Hillyar and myself on that subject. I also send you a list 
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of the prisoners I have taken during my cru~ze, . amounting 
to 343. 

~ I have the honour to be, &c. 

The honourable secretary of the Navy of 
the United States, Washington. 

D. PORTER. 

P. S.-To give you a correct idea of the state of the Es­
sex at the time of her surrender, I send you the boatswain's 
and carpenter's report of damages; I also send you a report 
of the divisions. 

Return of the killed~ wounded, and missing, on hoard the 
Essex, in tlte action fought in the port of Valparaiso, with 
the Phoebe and Cherub. 
Killed, and have since died of their wounds, 58 
Severely 'wounded, 69 
Slightly wounded, :- 26 
Missing, 31 

Total, 154 

COM of a letter from Captain Porter to tlu Secretary of the 
Navy. 

Sir, New York, July 13, 1814. 
• There are some facts relating to our enemy, and, although 
not connected with the action, serve to 'shew hisperfidy, and 
sho\lld be known. 

On commodore Hillyar's arrival at Valparaiso, he ran the 
Phoebe close along side of the Essex, and inquirt::d politely 
after my ~ealth, observing that his ship was cleared for ac­
·tion and his men prepared for boarding. I observed, " sir, if 
you, by any accident, get on board of me, I' assure you ~at 
great confusion will take place; I am prepared to receive 
YOth but shall only act on the defensive." He observed, coolly 
and indifferenth', " oh sir, I have no such intentionsj" at this 
instant his ship· took aback on . my starboard bow, her yards 
nearly locking with thqse of the Essex. I called-all hands to 
board the enemy; and in an instant my crew were ready to 
spring on her decks. 'Commodore Hillyar exclaimed, with 
great agitation, " I had no intention of getting on board of 
YOl1j-I had no intention otcoming so near you; I am sorry 
I came so near you." His ship fdl off with her jib-boom over 
my decks; her bows exposed to my broadside, her stern to 
the fire of the Essex Junior, her crew ill the greatest confu-
- VOL. IV. [T tJ 



33<:>] HISTORICAL REGISTER. 

sion, and in fifteen minutes I could have taken or destroyed 
her. After he had brought his ship to anchor, commodore 
Hilhar, and captain Tucker of the Cherub, visited me on 
shore, when I asked him if he intended to respect the neu­
trality of the port. "Sir," said he, H you have paid such re­
spect to the neutrality of this port, that I feel mysdf bound, 
in honour, to do the same." 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your obedient 
sen'ant, 

DAVID PORTER. 

Copy of a letter from Captain Hil~lfar, of his MajestY.,'s Ship 
Phoebe. to John Wilson CroRer, Esq., dated Valparazso Bay, 
March 30, 1814. 

Sir. 
I have the honour to acquaint YOll, for the information of 

the lords commissioners of the admiralty, that a little past 3 
o'clock in the afternoon of the 28th instant, after nearly five 
months anxiolls search, and six weeks still more anxious 
look Ollt for the Essex and her companion to quit the port 
of Valparaiso, we saw the former under way, and immedi­
ately, accompanied by the Cherub, made all sail to close with 
her. On rounding the outer point of the bay, and hauling 
her wind for the purpose of endeavouring to weather us and 
escape, she lost her ,main-top-mast, and afterwards, not suc­
ceeding in an effort to regain the limits of the port, bore up 
and anchored so near the shore (a few miles to the leeward 
of it) as to preclude the possibility of passing ahead of her 
without risk to his majesty's ships. As we drew ne.ar, my in­
tention of going close under her stern was frustrated by the 
ship breaking off, and from the wind blowing extremely fresh. 
Our first fire, commencing alittle past 4, and continuing about 
10 minutes, produced no visible effect; our second, a few ran­
dom shot only, from having increased our distance by wear· 
ing, was not apparently more successful, and having lost the 
use of our main-sail, jib, and main-stay, appearances were a 
little inauspicious. On standing agaiI! towards her, I signified 
my intention of anchoring, for which we were not ready be­
fore, with springs, to captain Tucker, directiJ;lg him to keep 
under way, and take a convenient station for annoying our 
oppon~nt. On closing with the Essex, at 35 minutes past 5, 
the. ~nng recommenced, and before I gained my intended 
pOSltlOn, her cable was cut, and a serious conflict ensued. 
'Ihe suns of his majesty's ship iradually becomini more 
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destructive~ and her crew, if possible, more animated, which 
lasted until 20 minutes past 6, when it pleased the Almighty . 
disposer of events to bless the' efforts of my gallant com­
panions and my personal v~ry humble ones, with victory. 
My friend, captain Tucker, an officer worthy of ,their lord­
ships' b~st attentions, was seve'rely wounded at the commence­
ment of the action, but remained on deck until it terminated, 
using every exertion against the baffiing winds and ocasional 
calms which followed the heavy firing, to close near the ~ne­
my. He informs me that his officers and crew, of whose loy­
alty, zeal, and discipline I entertain the highest opinion, con­
ducted themselves to his satisfaction. 

I have to lament the death of four 9f my brave compan­
ions and one of his: with real sorrow I add that my first 
lieutenarit, Ingram, is among the number. He fell early-is 
a great loss to his majesty's service. The manly tears which 
I observed this morning, while performing the last mournful 
duty at his funeral, on sh9re, more fully evinced the respect 
and affection of his affiicted cotnpanions than any eulogium 
my pen is equal to. Our lists of wounded are small, and 
there is only one Jar whom I am under anxiety. The con­
duct of my officers and crew, without an individual excep­
tion that has come to my knowledge, before, during, and 
after battle, was such as becam~ good and IO~'al suhjects, zeal­
ous for the honour of their much-loved though distant king 
and country. 

The defence of the Essex, taking into consideration our 
superiority of force, the very discouraging circumstance of 
her having lost her main-top-mast, and' being twice on fire, 
did honour to her brave defender.s, and most fully, evinced 
the courage of captain Porter and those under his command. 
Her colours were not struck until the loss in killed and 
wounded was so awfully great, her shattered condition so se­
riously bad, as to render fbrther resistance unavailing. 

I was much hurt at hearing that her men had been encourag­
ed, when the result of the action was evidently decided, some to 
take to their boats, and others to swim on shore; many were 
drown~d in the attempt-sixteen were saved by the exertions 
of my people, and others, I believ~ between thirty and forty, 
effected their landing; I informed captain Porter that I con­
sidered the.1atter in point of honour as my prisoners. He said 
the encouragement was given when the ship was in danger 
from fire, and I have not pressed the point. The Essex is com-

, pletely stored and provisioned for at least six months, an,d al-
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though much injured in her upper works, masts, and rigging, 
is not in such a state as to give the slightest cause of alarm, re­
specting her being able to perform a voyage to Europe with per­
fect safety. Our main and mizen-masts'and main-yard are ra­
ther seriously wounded: these, with a few shot holes between 
wind and water, which we can get at without lightening, and 
a loss of canvas and cordage, which we can partly replace 
from our well-stored prize, are the extent of the injuries • 
his majesty's ship has sllstained. 

I feel it a pl~ asant duty to recommend to their lordships' no­
tice my now senior lieutenant, Pearson, and Messrs. Allen, 
Gardner, Porter, and Daw, midshipmen. I should do very 
great injustice to )\1 r. George O'Brien, the mate of the Emily, 
merchantman, who joined a boat's crew of mine in the har­
bour, and pushed for the ship the moment he saw her likely 
to come into action, were I to omit recommending him to 
their lordships. His conduct, with that of Mr. N. Murphy, 
mast.er of the English brig Good Friends, were such as t~ 
entitle them both to my lasting regard, and prove that they 
were ever ready to hazard their lives in their cOllntry~s ho­
nourable cause. They came on board when the attempt was 
attended with great risk, and both their boats were swamped. 
I have before informed their lordships that Mr. O'Brien was 
once a lieutenant in his majesty's service-( may now add 
that youthful indiscretions appear to have given place to 
great correc.tness of conduct )-and, as he has proved his 
laudable zeal for its honour, I think, if restored, he will be. 
found one of its greatest ornaments. I inc.lose returns of the 
killed and wO\lnded; and if conceived to have trespasse'd on 
their lordships~ time by_this very long letter, hope it will be 
kindly ascribed to the right cause-an earnest wish that me­
rit may meet its Oue reward. 

I have the honotlr to be, &c. 
-J AMES HILLY AR. 

P. S. There has not been found a ship's book or paper of 
any description (charts exepted) on board the Essex, or any , 
document relative to the number serving in her previous to 
the action. Captain Porter informs me that he had upwards 
of 260 \'ictualled. Our prisoners, including 42 wounded, 
amount to 161; 23 were found dead on her decks; three 
wou.nded were taken away by captain Downes, of the Essex 
JUnior, a few minutes befort: the colours were struck and I 
believe 20 or 30 reached the shore; the remainder wer; killed 
or tlrowned. 
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List of killed and wounded, in hi§ Majesty's Ships under­
mentioned;, in action with the United States frigate Essex, 
on the 28th fl.farch,<'1814. 
Phoebe-4 killed-7 wounded, 
Cherub-l killed-3 wounded. 
Total-5 killed-10 wounded. 

-
CAPTURE OF THE EPERVIER. 

Copies of letters from Captain Warrington to the Secretary of 
the Navy. 

United States Sloop Peacock, at sea, lat. 27° 47', 
Sir, • long. 80° 9', 29t~ April, 1814. 

< I have the honour to inform you that we have this morning 
captured, after an action of forty-two minute.'), his majesty's 
brig Epervier, rating and mounting eighteen thirty-two-pound 
carronades, with 128 men, of whom eight were killed and 
15 wounded (according to the best information we couldob­
tain). Among the latter is her first lieutenant, who has lost 
an arm and received a severe splinter-wound on the hip. Not 
a man in the Peacock was killed; and only twO' wounded, 
neither dangerously so. The fate of tfle Epervier would have 
been determined in much less time, but for the circumstance 
of our fore-yard qeing totally disabled by two round shot in 
the starboard quarter from her first broadside, which entirely 
deprived us of the use 'of our· fore and fore-top-sails, and 
compelled us to ket1> the ship large throughout the remainder 
of the action. 

This, with a few top-mast and top-gallant back-stays cut 
away, a few shot through our sails, is the only injury the Pea­
cock has sustained. Not a round shot touched our hull; our 
masts and spars are ass'ound as ever. When the enemy 
struck, he had five feet water in his hold, his main-tap-mast 
was over the side, his main-boom shot away, his fore-mast 
cut nearly in two and tottering, his fore-rigging and stays 
shot away, his bbwsprit badly wounded, and forty-five shot­
holes in his hull, twenty of which were within a foot of his 
water line. By great exertion we got her in sailing order, 
just as the dark came on. . . 

In fifteen minutes after the enemy struck, the Peacock was 
ready for another action, in every respect But her fore-yard, 
which was sent down, fished, and had the fore-sail set again 
in forty-five minutes: such was the spirit' and activity of our 
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galJant crew. The Epervier had under her convoy an EDg­
lish ht'lmaphrodite brig. a Huss,ian and a Spanish ship, which 
all hauled tht"ir wind, and stood to the-east north-east. I had 
determined upon pursuing the former, but found that it 
would not answer to leave our prize in her then crippled 
state, and the more particularly so, as we found she had in 
specie 120,000 dollars, which we soon transferred to this 
sloop. . 

EW'r" officer, seaman, and marine did his duty, which is 
the hirhest compliment I can pay them. 

I am, respectfully, 
L. WARRINGTON. 

P. S. From lieutenant Nicholson's report, who was count­
ing up the Epervier's crew, there were cleven killed and fif­
teen wounded. 

L. W. 

United States Ship Peacock, 
S(J'lJanr.ah, 5th May, 1814. 

As my letter of yesterday was too late for the mail, I ad­
dress you again in the performance of a duty which is pleas­
ing and gratifying to me in a high degree, and is but doing 
justice to the merits of the deserving ofRcers under my com­
mand, of whom I havt'·'hitht:rto refrained from speaking, as 
I considert"d it most correct to make it the subject of a par­
ticular communication. 

To the unwearit"d and indefatigable attention of lieutenant 
,Nicholson (1st). in organizing and training the crew, the suc­
cess of this action is in a great measure to be attributed. I 
have confided greatly in him, and have never found my con­
fidence misplaced. For judgment, coolness, and decision, in 
times of difficulty, few can surpass him. 

This is the second action in which he has been engaged 
this war, and in both he has been successful. His greatest 
pride is to earn a commander's commission by fighting for, 
instead of he iring it. 

From lieutenant Henry (second) and lieutenant Voorhees 
(acting-third, who has also been twice successfully engaged), 
I received every assistance that zeal, ardour, and experience 
could afford. The fire from their two divisions was terrible, 
and directed with the greatest precision and coolness. In 
sailing-master Penival, whose great wish and pride it is to 
obtain a lieutenant's commission, and whose unremitting/and 
constant attention to duty, added to his professional know­
ledge, entitles him to it in my opinion, I found an able as 
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well as willing assistant. He handled the ship as if he had 
been working her into a roadstead. Mr. David Cole, acting­
carpenter, I have al~ found suc.h an able and valuable man 
in his occupation, that I must request in the most earnest 
manner, that he may receive a warrant, for I fed confident, 
that to his uncommon exertions, we III a great measure owe 
the getting our prize into port. Fro.m 11, A. M., until 6, P. 
M., he was over her side stopping shot-holes, on a grating, 
and when the ordinary resources failed of success, his skill 
soon supplied him with efficient ones. Mr. Philip M;:trs, 
master's-mate, has also conducted himself in such a manner 
as to warrant my recommendation of him as a master. He is 
a seaman, navigator,. and officer; his family in N ew York is 
respectable, and he would prove an acquisition to the ser­
vice. My clerk, Mr. John S. Townsend, is anxious to obtain 
through my means a midshipman's warrant, and has taken 
pains to qualify himself for it by volunteering, and constantly 
performing a midshipman"s duty-indeed I have but little 
use for a clerk, and he is as great a proficient as any of the 
young midshipmen, the whole of whom behaved in a manner 
that was pleasing to me, and must be gratifying to you. as it 
gives an earnest of what they will make in time; three only 
have been to sea before, and one only in a man of war, yet 
they were as much at home and as 'much disposeci to exerl 
themselves as any officer in the ship. Lieutenant Nicholsoll 
speaks in high terms of the conduct of .Messrs. Greeves and 
Roclgers (midshipmen), who were in the prize with him.· 

I have the honour to be, sir, respectfully, your obedienl 
servant, . 

L. WARHINGTON. 
Honourable William Jones, &fe. &fe. 

-
CAPTURE OF THE REINDEER. 

Copy if a letter from Captain Johnson Blakely to the S~retar3 
of the Navy, dated United States loop oJWar, Wasp, L'Orient 
8th July, 1814. 

Sir. 
On Tuesday the 28th ultimo, being then in latitude 480 36 

north, and longitude 11 0 15' west, we fell in with, engaged. 
and, after an action of nineteen minutes, captured his Bri· 
tannic majesty's sloop of war the Heindeer, William Man· 
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ners, esq., commander. Annexed are .t.he minutes of our pro­
~eeding on that day, prior to and during the continuance of 
the action. 

Where all did their duty, and each appeared anxious to· 
excel, it is very difficult to discriminate. It is, however, only 
rendering .them their merit due, when it is declared of lieu­
tenants Heily and Bury, first and third of this vessel, and 
whose names will be found among those of the conquerors 
of the Guerriere and Java. and of Mr. Tillinghast, second lieu­
tenant, who was greatly instrumental in the capture of the 
Boxer; that their conduct and courage on this occasion ful­
filled the highest expectation, and grati fied every wish. Sail­
ing-master Carr is also entitled to great credit for the zeal 
and ability with which he discharged his various duties. 

T'he cool and patient cond\lct of every officer and man, 
while exposed to the fire of the shifting-gun of the enemy, and 
without an opportunitv of re.turning it, could only be equalled 
by the animation and ardour exhibited when ,actually en­
gaged, or by the promptitude and firmness with which every 
attempt of the enemy to board was met, and successfully re­
pelled. Such conduct may be seen, but cannot well be de­
scribed. 

The Reindeer mounted sixteen 24-pound carronades, two 
long 6 or 9-pounders, and a shifting 12-pound carronade, with 
a complement of on board 118 men. Her.crew were said to 
be the pride of Plymouth.-

Our loss in men has been severe, owing-in part to the 
proximity ·of the two vessels, and the extreme smoothness of 
the sea, but chiefly in repelling boarders. That of the enemy, 
however, was infinitely more so, as will be seen by the list of 
killed and wounded on both sides. 

Six round shot struck our hull, and many grape, which did 
not penetrate far. The fore-mast received a 24-pound shot, 
which passed through its centre, and our rigging and sails 
were a good deal injured. 

The Heinder was literally cut to pieces in a line with her 
ports; her upper works, boats and spare spars were one com­
plete wreck. A breeze springing up next afternoon, her fore­
mast went by the board. 

Having received all the prisoners on board, which from 
the number of wounded occupied much time, together with 
their baggage, the Heindeer was on the evening of the 29th 

. set on fire, and in a few hours blew up. . 
I have the honour to be, very respectfully, your most obe. 

dient servant, J. BLAKELEY. 
Ron. Wm. JOMS, &crctary of the Navy. 
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Minutes of the action hetween the United States' Sloop Wasp, 
an¢ his Britannic Majesty's Sloop Reindeer, on the 28th 
June, 1814',lat. 48° 36' N. long. 11° 15' W. _ 
At 4, A. M., light breezes and cloudvj at a quarter after 

4 discovered two sails, two points before the lee-beam,kept 
away in chase; shordy after discovered one sail, on the wea­
ther-beam; a~tered the course and hauled by in chase of the 
sail to windward. At 8, sail to windward bore E. N. E., wind 
very light; at 10 the stranger sail, bearing E. by N., hoisted 
an English ensign and pendant, and displayed a signal at the 
main (blue and yellow diagonally). Meridian, light airs and 
clouds, at half past 12, P. M., the enemy showed a blue- and 
white nag, diagonally, at the fore, and fired a gun, 1 hoUl 
15 minutes called all hands to quarters and prepared for ac­
tion, 1 hour 22 minutes, believing we (QuId weather the ene· 
my, tacked ship and stood for him, 1 hour 50 minutes, the 
enemy tacked ship and stood from us, 1 hour 56 minutes, 
hoisted our colours and fired a gun to windward, which was 
answered by the enemy with another to windward, 2 hours 
20 minutes, the enemy still standing from us, set the royals, 
2 hours 25 minutes, set the flying-jib, 2 hours 29 minutesi 
set the upper stay-sails, 2 hours 32 minutes, the enemy hav­
ing tacked for us, took in the stay-sails, 2 hours 47 mlOutes, 
furled the royals, 2 hours 51 minutes, seeing that the enemy 
would be able to weather us, tacked ship, 3 hours 3 minutes, 
the enemy hoisted his flying-jib; brailed up our mizen, 3 
hours 15 minutes, the enemy on our weather-quarter, distant 
about 60 yards. fired his shifting-gun, a 12-pound carronade 

. at us, loaded with round and grolpe-shot, from his top-gallant 
forecastle, 3 hours 17 minutes, fired the same gun a second 
time, 3 hours 19 minutes, fired it a 3d time, 3 hours 21 minutes 
fired it a fourth time, 3 hours 24 minutes, a fifth shot, all froOl 
the same gun. Finding the enemy did not get sufficiently on the 
beam to enahle us to bring our guns to bear, put the helm a-lee; 
and at 26 minutes after 3 commenced the action, with the 
after-carronade on the starboard side, and fired in succes· 
sion, 3 hours 4 mint,Jtes, hauled up the main-sail, 3 hours 40 
minutes, the enemy having his larboard bow in contact with 
our larboard quarter endeavoured to board us, but was re .. 
pulsed in every attempt; at 3 hours 44 minutes, orders were 
given to board in turn, which were promptl\' executed, when 
all resistance immediately ceased, and at 3 hours 45 minutes, 
the enemy hauled down his flag. 

'tidl •. iv. ru u] 
J. BLAK~LEY •. 
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List of killed and wound~d on hoard tht TVasp. 
Kmed, _' - '. - - - • 5 
Wounded, 21 

Killed and woundtd on hoard the Rtindeer. 
Killed, 
Wounded dangerously, 

do., severely, 
do. slightly, 

Whole number wounded, 

25 
10 
17 
15 

42 

Whole number killed and wounded, 67 
N. B. More than half the wounded were, in consequence 

of the severity and extent of their wounds, put on board a 
Portuguese brig called the Lishon Packet, on the third day 
after the action, to wit, on the 1st July, bound to Plymouth, 
England. 

-
CAPTURE OF THE LEV ANT AND CYANE.' 

Copy of a letter from Captain Stewart to tht Secretary of the 
Navy, dated United States' Frigate Canstitution, May -, 
1815. ' 

Sir, 
On the 20th of February last, the island of Madeira bear­

ing about W. S. W., distant 60 leagues, we fell in with his 
Britannic majesty·s two ships of war, the CYllne and Levant, 
and brought them to action about 6 o'clock in the evening, 
both of which, after a spirited engagement of 40 minutes, 
surrendered to the ship under my command. 

Considering the advantages derived by the enemy, from 
a divided and more active force, as also their superiority in 
the weight and number of guns, I deem the speedy and de· 
cisive result of this action the strongest assurance which can 
be given to the government, that all under my c.ommand did 
their duty, and gallantly supported the reputation of Ameri­
can seamen. 

Inclosed you will receive the minutes of the action, and a 
list of the killed and wounded on board this ship; also in­
closed you will rec't·ive for vour information a statement of 
the actual force of the enein", and the number killed and 
w~)U~ded on board their ships, as near as could be ascer-
Cinned. • " 
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I have the honour to remain, very respectfully, sir, your 
most obedient servant, -

_ CHARLES STEWART. 
Honourable B. W. Crownimhield. ' 

s~cretary of the navy, Washi1!gton. 

List oj' killed and wounded on board the United States' frigate 
Con~titution, oj flrty-four guns, (mountin/( thirty-two twen­
ty-four-pounders, and twenty thi I ty-two-pol!71d carronades), 
on the 20th Februarll, 1815, in action with his Britannic 
Majesty's ships Cyane and Levant. 

Killed, 3-wounded, ,12-total, 15. 

Statement of the actualforce of his Britannic Majesty's ships 
Levant, Captain the Honourable George Douglass, comman­
der,· and G.1fa1l.e, Captain Gordon'Falcon, commander, tvith the 
number killed and wounded on hoard, each ship. on the 20th 
February" 1815, a.~ near as c.0ul~ be ascert~in~d, -while en­
gaged wzth the Unzted States frigate Constltutum • 

• 
Levant. 

18 thirty-two-pounders, carronades. 
1 twelve-pounder, do. 
2 nine-pounders, 19n9 gUllS. 

21 guns, 156 officers, seamen, and marines. 
Prisoners, 133 officers, seamen, and marines. . 

Killed, 23-wounded, 1()~total killed and wounded, 39. . , 
Cyane. 

22 thirty-two-pounders, carronades. 
10 eighteen-pounders, do. 

2 twelve-pounders, long guns. 

34 guns, 180. officers, seamen, and marines. 
2 brass swivels. ' 

Prisoners, 168, officers, seamen, and marines • 
. Killed, 12-wounded, 26-total, killed and wounded, S8. 

Minutes of the action between the United States' frigate Con'­
stitution, and his Britannic Majesty's ships Cyane and Le­
vant, on the 20th February, 1815. 
Commences with light breezes from the east, and cloudy 

weather-at 1, discovered ~ sail two points on the larboard 
bow-hauled up and made sail in chase-1-4 past 1, made 
the sail to be a ship; at 3-4 past 1, discovered another 
sail a-head; made them out at 2, P. M., to be both ship~ 
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standing close hauled, with their starboard tacks on board; 
at 4, P. M., the , .. eathermost ship made signals, and bore up 
for her consort, then about ten miles to leeward; we bore up 
after her, and set lower, topmast, top-gallant, and royal stud­
ding-sails in chase; at half past 4, carried away our main 
royal mast; took in the sails and got another prepared; at 5, 
P. M., commenced firing on the chase from our two larboard 
bow guns; o~r shot falling short, ceased firing; at half past 5, 
finding it impossible to prevent their junction, cleared ship 
for action, then about four miles from the two ships; at for­
ty minutes after 5, they passed within hail of each other, and 
hauled by the wind on the starboard tack, hauled, up their­
courses, and prepared to receive us; at forty-five minutes 
past 5, they made all sail close hauled by the wind, in hopes 
of getting to windward of us; at fiftv-five minutes past 5, 
finding themselves disappointed in their object, and we were 
closing with them fast, they shortened sail, and formed on a 
line of wind, about half a cable's length from each other. At 
6, P. M., having th·."m under command of our battery, hoist­
ed our colours, which was answered by both ships hoisting 
English ensigns; at five minutes past 6, ranged up on the 
starboard side of the stern most ship, about 300 yards dis­
tant, and commenced the action by broadsides, both ships 
l'eturning our fire with great spirit for about fifteen minutes, 
then the fire of the enemy beginning to slacken, and the great 
column of smoke collected under our lee induced us to cease 
our fire to ascertain their positions and conditions; in about 
three minutes, the smoke clearing away, we found ourselves 
abreast of the headmost ship, the sternmost ship luffing up 
for our larboard quarter; we poured a broadside into the 
headmost ship, and then braced aback our main and mizen 
top-sails, and backed astern under cover of the smoke, abreast 
the sternmost ship, when the action was continued with spi­
rit and considerable effect until thirty-five minutes ,past 6, 
when the enemy's fire again slackened, and we discovered 
the headmost bearing up; filled our top-sails, shot ahead, and 
gave her two stern rakes; we then discovered the stern most 
ship wearing also; wore ship immediately after her, and gave 
her a stern rake, she luffing too on our starboard bow, and 
giving us her larboard broadside; w(" ranged up on her lar­
board quarttr, within hail, and was about to give her our 
starb~ard broadside when s-he struck her colours, fired a lee gun 
and YIelded. At fifty 1UlIlutes past 6, took possession of his Bri­
ta~mic majesty's ship Cyane, captain Gordon Falcon, mounting 
thuty-four guns. At a, P. M., filled away after her (.ensort, 
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which was still in sight to leeward. At half past 8, found her 
standing towards us, with her starboard tacks close hauled 
with top-gallant sails set and colours flying. At fifty minutes 
past 8, ranged close along side to windward of her, on op­
posite tacks, and exchanged brofldsides-wore immediately 
under her stern and raked her with a hroadside; she then 
crowded all sail and endeavoured to escape by running­
hauled on board our tacks,-set spanker, and fl\'ing jib in chase. 
At half past 9, commenced firing on her from our starboard 
bow chaser; gave her several shot, which cut her spars and 
rigging considerablv. At 10, P. M., finding they could not 
escape, fired a gun, struck her colours, and. yielded. We im­
mediately took possession of hi'S Britannic majesty~s ship Le­
vant, honourable captain George Douglass, mounting twenty- . 
one guns. At 1, A. M., the damages of our rigging was re­
paired~ salls shifted, and the ship in fighting condition. 

Minutes of the chase of the United States' frigate Constitution, 
by an English squadron of three Ships,from out the harbour 
of Port Praya, Island of St. Jago. 
Commences with fresh breezes and thick foggy weather. 

At five minutes past 12, discovered a large ship through the 
fog standing in for Port Praya. At eight minutes past 12 
discovered two other large ships astern of her, also standing 
in for the port. From their general appearance, supposed 
them to be one of the enemy's squadrons, and from the lit­
tle respect hitherto paid by them to neutral waters, I deemed 
it most prudent to put to sea. The signal was made to the 
Cyane and Levant to get under weigh. At 12, A. M., with 
our top-sails set, we cut our cable and got under weigh (when 
the Portuguese opened a fire on us from several of their bat­
teries on shore), the prize-ships following our motions, and 
stood out of the harbour of Port Praya, close under East 
Point, passing the erlemy's squadron a:bout gun-shot to wind­
ward of them; crossed our top-gallant yards and set foresail, 
mainsail, spanker, :fJ.ying jib, and top-gallant sails. The enemy 
seeing us under weigh, tacked ship and made all sail in chase 
of us. As far as we could judge.of their rates, from the thick­
ness of the weather, supposed them two ships of the line and 
one frigate. :At half past meridian cut away the· boats tow­
ing astern, .6rst cutter and gig. At 1, P. M., found our sail­
ing about equal with tbe ships on our lee quarter, butthe fri­
gate luffing' up gaining our wake and rather dropping astern 
of us, finding the C\ ane dropping astern and to leeward, and 
the frigate gaining on her fasl,.I found it im,Posslble to save 
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her if she continued on the same course, without having the 
Constitution brought to action by thL'ir whole force. I made 
the signal at ten minutes past 1, P. M., to her to tack ship, 
which was complied with. This manreuvre, I conceived, 
would detach one of the ent>m,'s ships in • pursuit of her, 
while at the same time, from ha position, she would be en­
abled to reach the anchorage at Port Praya, before the de­
tacht'd ship could come up with her; but if they did not tack 
after her, it would afford her an opportunity to double their 
rear, and make her escape hefore the wind. They all conti­
nued in full chase of the Levant and this ship; the ship on 
our lee quarter firing, by divisions, broadsides, her shot fall­
ing short of us. At 3, P. M., by our having dropped the Le­
vant considerabl~', her situation became (from the position of 
the enemy's frigate) similar to the Cyane. It became ne­
cessary to separate also from the Levant, or risk this ship be­
ing brought to action to tover her. I made the signal at five 
minutes past 3, for her to tack, which was complied with. At 
twt'lve minutes past 3, the whole of th~ enemy's squadron 
tacked in pursuit of the Levant and gaye up the pursuit of 
this ship. Thi-s sacrifice of the Lt:vant became necessary for 
the preservatIOn of the Constitution. Sailing-master Hixon, 
midshipman Varnum, one boatswain's-mate, and 12 men 

.. were absl'nt on dllt~, in the fifth cutter to bring the cartel 
brig under OUr stan. 

-
CAPTURE OF THE PENGUIN. 

Copy of a letter from Captain Biddle to commodore Decatur, 
dated United States' Sloop Hornet, o.If Tristan d'Acunha, 
fllarch 25, 1815. 

Sir, 
I have the honour to inform you, that on the morning of 

the 23d instant, at half past ten, wht·n about to anchor off the 
north end of the island of Tristan d~Acunha, a sail was seen 
to the southward and eastward, steering to the westward, 
the wind fn:sn from the south-south-west.-In a few min­
utt:s she had passt'd on to the west\V"ard so that we could 
not see her for th~ land. I immediateiv made sail for the 
we&twald. and.shonly aht.r gelting in 'sight of her again, 
pt:rct'I\Td her to Lear up bd' ,'t' the \viud. I hove too for 
ht'l ,0 (. me down t9 us. When she h.IJ approached near, 
I filled the main-tap-sail, and contmued to yaw the ship, 
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while she continued to come down~ wearing ..occasionally to 
prevfnt her passing under our stern. At 1 40, P. M., being 
withm :nearly musket-shot distance, she hauled her wind on 
the starboard tack, huisted English colours and fired a gun. 
We immediately luff,d too, hoisted our ensign, and gave the 
enemy a br..oadside. The action being ·thus commenced, a 
quick and well-directed fire ·was kept up from this ship, the 
enemy gradually drifting nearer to us, when at 1 55 minute:; 
he bore up, apparently to run us on board. As soon as I per: 
cdved he would certainly f.all on board,.I called the board­
ers so as to be ready to repd any attempt to board us. At 
the instant every officer and man repaired to the quarter 
deck, where the two vessels were coming into contact, and 
eagerly pressed me to permit them to board the enemy; but 
this I would not permit, as it was' evident from the com­
mencement of the action that our fire was greatly superior 
both in quickness and effect. The enemy's bowsprit came in 
between our main and mizen rigging, on our starboard side, 
affording him an opportunity to board us, if such was his de­
sign, but no attempt was made.-There was a considerable 
swell 00, and as the sea lifted us ahead, the enemy's bow­
sprit carried away our mizen shrouds, stern-davits, and spank­
er-boom, and he hung upon our larboard quarter. At this 
moment an offict:r, who was afterwards recognized to be Mr. 
M'Donald, the first lieutenant, and the then commanding of­
ficer, called· out that they had surrendered. I directed the. 
marines and musketry-men to cease firing, and, while on the 
taffrail asking jf they had surrendered, I received a wound 
in the neck. The enemy just then got clear of us, and his, 
fore-mast and bowsprit being both gone, and perceiving us 
wearing to give him a fresh broadside, he again called out. 
that he had surrendered. It was with difficuhv I could re • ..., 
strain my crew from firing into him again, as h~ had certainly 
fired into us after having surrendered. From the firing of / 
the first gun, to the1last time the enemv cried out he had sur­
rendered, was exactlv 22 minutes by the watch.· She proved 
to be his Britannic majesty's brig Penguin, mounting 1632-
pound carronades, two long 12s, a .12-pound carronarle on 
the top-gallant forecastle, with swivels on the capstern in the 
tops •. She had a spar"oTt forward, so as to fight both her 
long guns of a side. . ~ailed from England in September 
last. She was shorter on deck than this ship by two feet, 
but she had a greater leng~ of keel, greater breadth of beam, 
thicker sides, and higher bulwarks, than this ship, and was in 
all respects a remarkakly fine vessel of her class. The enemy 
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acknowledge a complement of 132; 12 of ,them supemum~­
rarv marines from the Medway, 74, receIved on board In 

co~sequence of their having he~n ordered to cruise fo~ the 
Amalean private.,-r Young "V asp. They acknowledge, also, 
a loss of 14 killed and 28 wounded; but Mr. Mavo, wAo was 
in charge of the prize, assures me that the number of killed 
was certainly greater. Among the k,~lled is captain Dicken­
son, who ft'll at the dos~ of the action, and the boatswain; 

. among the wounded. is the second lieutenant, purser, and 
two midshipmen; coach of the midshipmen lost a leg. We 
received on board, in all, 118 prisoners, four of whom have 
since died of their wOl11~ds. Having removed the priso~ers, 
and taken on board such provisions and stores as would 'be 
useful to us, I scuttled the Penguin, this morning before day­
light, and she went down. As she was completely riddled by 
our shot. her fore-mast and bowsprit both gone, and her 
main-mast so crippled as to be incapable of being secured, it 
seemed unadvisable, at this distance from home, to attempt 
sending her to the United State.s. . ' 

This ship did no~ receive a single round shot in her hull, 
nor any material wound in her spars; the rigging and sails 
were very much cut; but having bent a riew SUil of sails, and 
knotted and secured our rigging, we are now completel~,' rea­
dy, in all respects, for any service. We were eight men short 
of complement, and had nine upon the sick list the morning 
of the action. 

Inclosed is a list of L:illed and wounded. I lament to state 
that lieutenant Conner is wounded dangerously. I feel great 
solicitude on his account, as he is an officer of much promise, 
and his loss would be a serious loss to the service. 

It is a most pleasing part of my duty to acquaint you, that 
the conduct of lieutenants Conner and Newton, Mr. Mayo, 

. acting-lieutenant Brownlow of the marines, sailing-master 
Hommey, and the other officers, seamt:n, and marint:s I have 
the honour to command, was in the highest degree, credita­
ble to them, and calls for my warmt"st recommendation. I 
cannot indeed do justice to their mt"rits. The satisfaction 
which was diffused throughout the ship when it was ascer­
taihed that the stranger was an enemy·s sloop of war, and' 
the alacrity with which everr one ,ired to quarters, fully 
assured me that their conduct in . on would be marked 
with coolness and intrepidity. , 

I have the honour to be, your obcdit"n! st'rvant 
J. BIDDLE. 
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CAPTURE OF THE PRESIDENT FRIGATE. 

Copyoj' a letter fr.om Co';'modore Decatur. to the Secretary of 
,he lja'lJY, dated his Britannic Majesty's .ship Endymion, at 

. sea, 'January 18, 1815. 
Sir, I 

The painful duty of detailing to you the particular causes 
which preceded and led to the capture of the late United 
States' frigate President, by a squadron of his Britannic ma­
jesty's ships (as per margin), has devolved upon me. III my 
communication of the 14lh, I made known to y.ou my inten­
tion of proceeding to sea on that evening. Owing to some 
mistake of the pilots. the ship, in· goi.lg out, grounded on 
the bar, where she continued to strike heavily for an' hour 
and a half; although she had broken several of her rudder 
braces, and had received such other material injury as to 
render,her return into port desirable, I was unable to do so 
from the strong westerly wind which was thell blowing. It 
being now high water it became necessary to force her over the 
bar before the tide fell; in this we succ~eded by 10 o'clock, 
when we shaped our course along the shore of Long Island 
for fifty miles; and then steered S. E. by E. At 5 o'clock, 
three ships were discovered ahead, we immediately hauled 
up the ship and passed two miles to the northward of them. 
At daylight we discovered four ships in 'cf'wse, Qne on each 
quarter, and two ~stern, the leading ship of the enemy a ra­
zee-she commenced a fire upon us, but without effect. At 
meridian, the wind became light and baffling, we had increas­
ed out' distance from the razee, but the next ship astern, 
which was also a large ship, had gained and continued to gain 
upon us considerably; we immediately occ~pied all hands to 
lighten ship, by starting water, cutting away the anchors, 
throwing overboard provisions, cable.s, spare spars, beats, and 
every article that could be got at, keeping the sails wet from 
the royals down. At 3, we had the wind quite light. the enemy, 
who had now been joined by a brig, had a strong breeze, and 
were coming up with us rapidly. The Endymion (mounting 

, 50 guns, 24-pounders on the main deck) had now approached 
us within gun-shot, and had commenced a fire with her bow 
guns, which we returned from our stern. At 5 o'clock, she 
had obtained a position on our starboard quarter within half 
pojnt blank shot, on which neither onr stern nor quarter guns 
wOl1ld bear; we were now steeririg ~:. by N., the wind N. W. 

VOL. IV. [X x] 
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I remained with her in this position for half an hour, in the 
hope that she would close with us on our br~adside, in which 
case I had prepared my'crew to board, but from his continu­
ing to yaw his ship to maintain his position, it became evi­
dent that to close was not his intention. Every fire ~w cut 
some of our sails or rigging. 

To have continued our course unde.r these circumstancls, 
would have be~n placing it in his power to cripple us, with­
out being subject to injury himself, and to have hauled up 
more to the northward to bring our stern guns to bear would 
have exposed us to his raking fire. It was now dusk, when I 
determined to alter my course south, for the purpose of 
bringing the enemy abeam, and although their ships astern 
were drawing up fast, I felt satisfied I should be enabled to 
throw him out of the combat before they could come up, and 
was not without hopes, if the night proved dark (of which 
there was every appearance), that I might still be enabled to 
effect my escape. Our opponent kept off at the same instant 
we did, and our fire commenced at the same time. We con­
tinued engaged, steering south, with steering sails set, two 
hours and a half, when we completely succeeded in dis­
mantling her. Previously to her dropping entirely out of the 
action, there were intervals of minutes when the ships were 
broadside and broadside, in which she did not fire a gun. 
At this period (half past 8 o'clock), although dark, the 
other ships of the squadron were in sight, and almost with­
in gun-shot_ We wt"re of course compelled to abandon her. 
In resuming our former course for the purpose of avoid­
ing the sqnadron, we were ..compdled to present our stern to 
our antagonist-but such was his state, though we were thus 
exposed and wi thin range of his guns for half an hour, that 
he did not avail himself of this favourable opportunity of 
)laking us. We cO.ntinued this course until 11 o'clock, when 
two fresh ships of the enemy (the Pomona and Tenedos) 
had come up. The Pomona had opened hel" fire on the lar­
board bow, within musket-shot; the other about two cables' 
length aste~n, taking a ~aking position on our quarter; and 
the rest. (WIth ~he exception of the E ndymion) within gun­
shot.- fh us sltuatc:d, with about one-fifth of my crew killed 
and wounded, my ship crippled, and a more than four-fold 
force opposed to me, without a chance of escape left I deem. 
ed it my duty to surrender. ' 

It is ~vith ~m~tions 0_£ pride I bear testimony to the gal­
lantry and steadmess ot every officer and man I had the hon­
our to command Oil thiS occaSlon, and I fed satisfied that the 
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fact of their having beaten a force equal to. themselves. in 
the presence and almost under the guns of so vastly a supe­
rior force, when, too, it was almost self-evi~nt, that what­
ever their exertions might be, they must ultimately be cap­
tured., will be taken as evidence of what they would have 
performed had the force opposed to them been in any degree 
equal. 

. It is with extreme pain I have to inform you, that lieute-
nants Babbit, Hamilton, and Howell, fell in the action. They 
have, left no officers of superior merit behind them. 

If, sir, the issue of this affair had been fortunate, I should 
have felt it my duty to have recommended to your attention 
lieutenants Shubrick and Gallagher. They maintained 
throughout the day the reputation they had acquired in for .. 
mer actions. . 

Lieutenant Twiggs, of the marines, displayed great zeal; 
his men were well supplied and thei~ fire incomparable, so long 
as the enemy continued within musket range. 

Midshipman Randolph, who had charge of the forecastle 
division, managed it to my entire satisfaction. 

:From Mr. Robinson, who was serving as a volunteer, I 
received essential aid, particularly after I was deprived of the 
services of the master, and severe loss I had sustained in,my 
officers on the quarter-deck. 

Of our loss in killed and wounded, I am unable at pre­
sent to give you a correct statement; the attention of the sur­
geon being so entirely occupied with the wounded, that· he 
was unable to make out a correct return when I left the Pre­
sident, nor shall I be able to make it until our arrival in port, 
we having parted company with the squadron yesterday. 
The inclosed list; with the exception I fear of its being short 
of the Dumber, will be found correct. 

For 24 hours after the action it was nearly calm, and the 
squadron were occupied in repairing the crippled ships. Such 
of the crew of the President as were not badly wounded, 
were put on board the different ships; myself and a part of my 
crew were put on board this ship. On the 17th we had a 
gale from the eastward, in which this ship lost her bowsprit, 

• fore, and main-masts, and mizen-top-mast, all of which were 
badly wounded, and was in consequence of her disabled con­
dition, obliged to throw overboard all her upper-deck guns; 
her loss in killed and wounded must have been very great. I 

. ,have not been able to ascertain the extent. Ten were buried 
after I came on board (36 hours after the action); the badly 
wounded, such as are obliged to keep their cots, occupy the 
starboard side of the gun-deck, from the cabin bulk-head to 
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the main-mast. From the crippled state of the President'. 
spars, I feel satisfied she could not have saved her masts, and 
I feel serious apprehensions for the safety of our wounded 
left on board. 

It is due to captain Hope, to state, that every attention 
has been paid by him to myself and officers that have been 
placed on board his ship, that delicacy and humanity could 
dictate. 

I have the honour to be, with much respect, sir, your obe-
dient servant, STEPHEN DECATUR. 
Hon. Benjamin W. Crownimlhield, secretary of the navy. 

British squadron referred to in the trtter. 
Majestic, razee; Endymion, Pomone, and Tenedos, fri­

gates; and the Dispatch, brig. 
List oj killed and wounded on hoard the United States fri­

gate, President. Killed 24-Wounded 55. 

Extract of a letter from commodore Stephen Decatur, to the 
Secretary of the Navy, dated New TorI, March 6th, 1815. 
"In my official letter of the 18th January, I omitted to 

state, that a considerable number of my killed and wounded 
was from the fire of the Pomone, and that the Endymion 
had on board, in addition to her own crew, one lieutenant, 
one mastel"'s-mate, and 50 men belonging to the Saturn, and 
when the action ceased, was left motionless and unmanage­
able until she bent new sails, rove new rigging, and fished 
her spars, nor did she join the squadron for six hours after 
the action, and three hours after the surrender of the Presi" 
dent. My sword was delivered to captain Hays, of the Ma­
jestic, the senior officer of the squadron, on his quarter-deck, 
which he with great politeness immediately returned. I have 
the honour to inclose you my parole, by which you will per­
ceive the British admit that the President was captured by the 
squadron. I should have deemed it unnecessary to have 
drawn your attention to this document, had not the fact been 
stated differently by the Bermuda Gazette on -(lur arrival 
there, which statement, however, the Editor was compelled 
to retract through the interference of the governor and 
jlome of the British officers of the squadron. 

~~ The great assiduity of Dr. Trevett, and surgeon's-mates 
Dix and Wickes, to the wounded, merit the highest appro­
bation. The only officet badly wounded, is midshipman Rich­
ard Dale, who lost a leg, a circumstance to be particularly 
regretted, as he is a young man possessed of every quality 
to make Q distinguishc>d officer.·' 

, 
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