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ANNALS OF AMERICA.

CHAPTER 1.

¢ 1. Introduction. § 2. Breaking up of the cantonments at French Mills,
§ 3. Affair at La Cole mill. §4. General Wilkinson suspended.
§ 5. March of Brown’s army to the Niagara. § 6. Holmes’ expedi-
tion on the Thames. §7. Situation of affairs on lake Ontario. § 8.
Attack on the towns on the American margin of the lake. §9. Cap-
;lr_e of a British detachment at Sandy-bay. § 10. Burning of Long
olnt.

§ 1. THE war with Great Britain, during the two first
campaigns, was productive of no events which materially al-
tered the situation of the two countries. With sufficient occu-
pation for her troops in the European peninsula, and with every
nerve strained in bringing forth her pecuniary resources, for
the support of her allies in Russia and Germany, Great Bri-
tain was unable to make any effectual impression en the United
States, and could not even have preserved her North American
provinces, but for the raw and undisciplined state of the Ameri-
can forces, and the want of knowledge and experience in their
commanders. But, amidst all the reverses that attended the first
efforts of the army of America, the native bravery of her sons
was sufficiently apparent. The events even of the first two
campaigns sufficiently proved, that nothing but habits of disci-
pline and able leaders were wanting to convert this rude mass
into a body of warriors, not unworthy to defend the soil of free-
dom, and to carry vengeance against the most powerful ag-
gressors upon the rights of their country.

While the army was thus acquiring discipline in the fields of
Upper Canada, and in the pathless deserts of Ohio, the repub-
lican navy had an apparently still more difficult task to perform.
Having annihilated the navies of Europe, in the course of a
twenty years wars Britain was enabled fearlessly to cover our
coasts with her thousand ships of war. The navy of America
was an object of ridicule with the British nation, and it was
confidently predicted in her legislative assembly, thatin a few

VOL. IV,



2 HISTORICAL REGISTER. [cHaP. 1.
short months the ¢ half dozen fir-built frigates, with a piece of
striped bunting at the mast-head” would be swept from the
ocean. Nay, even the forebodings of our friends were but
little more favourable. What could a few frigates and sloops
of war effect against a fleet, which had succeeded in breaking
down every naval power in the world, and who could exclaim,
almost without an hyperbole,

¢t The winds and seas are Britain’s wide domain,
¢ And not a sail but by permission spreads*.”

But this arduous task was undertaken with undaunted firm-
ness, and the result was as brilliant as unexpected. Frigate
met with frigate, and fleet with fleet, and the flag of the con-
querors of the world was repeatedly struck to the infant navy
of the rude republicans. To hide the disgrace, the enemy was
fain to claim kindred with those they had affected to call a de-
_generate and outcast race, or to resort to the more unfair and
mean subterfuge of designating as *‘ seventy-fours in dis-
guise,” the same frigates which they had had numerous opportu-
nities of examining, both in our ports and their own, and which
but a few months before they had laughed to scorn. The Bri-
tish vessels were also made to undergo a metamorphosis, but in
an inverse ratio to that of the Americans. Their ships, brigs,
schooners, and sloops were converted into gun-boatst, in the
futile hope of tearing the wreath from the brows of the noble
Perry, whose modest demeanour and humane conduct was
such as to extort the reluctant applause even of those who sub-
mitted to his prowess.

Instead, therefore, of being confined to our ports, or swept
from the ocean, the little navy of America visited every sea,
and everywhere unfurled her stripes and stars. Nor did the
coasts of the mistress of the ocean escape. Vessels were even
captured in her own narrow seas.

Meanwhile the British navy was employed in the vain at-
tempt of “ hermetically sealing the American ports,” or in ha-
rassing the coasts of the Chesapeake by petty marauding ex-
cursions, whose prime object seems to have been the burning
of farm-houses and oyster-boats, or the plundering stock and
tobacco, on this extensive and defenceless frontier. :

. But by the occurrence of one of the most wonderful events
in this most wonderful era, the war was now to assume a very

* British Naval Register.

. 1 See the proceedings of the court martial on the trial of captain Barclay,
in the documents at the end of this volume.



“§2,3.] ANNALS OF AMERICA. 3

different aspect. Our republican institutions were destined to
undergo a fiery trial, and the hitherto problematical question to
be resolved, whether a free government, which derived its chief
strength from public opinion, was capable of sustaining itself
single-handed during a conflict with a power possessed of ap-
parently boundless resources, and whose armies had just re-
turned from * conquering the conquerors of Europe,” and dic-
tating an ignominious peace in their capital. Nor were other
unfavourable circumstances wanting to darken the cloud which
hung over America at this eventful period. The treasury, one
of the principal sinews of war, was nearly beggared by the tem-
porising policy and ruinous expedients which had been resorted
to, and the policy of the enemy had succeeded in draining the
country of its circulating medium to such an extent, as,to in-
duce a general stoppage of specie payments by the banks in al-
‘most every section of the country. Perhaps a more interesting
period of American history never occurred than this crisis
presented.

¢ 2. The main body of the American army on the Canadian
frontier, remained inactive through the winter in their canton-
ments at French Mills. Preparations, however, were early
made for the opening of the ensuing campaign; and towards
the middle of February, after having destroyed their temporary
barracks, and the major part of their boats, the army marched
in two columns, the one under general Brown for Sackett’s
Harbour, the other towards lake Champlain, under general
Macomb. General Wilkineon remained one day behind for
the protection of the rear, and then followed Macomb to
Plattsburg. The march of both columns was unmolested by
the enemy. _ '

§ 3. No further movements were made until the end of
March, when general Wilkinson, learning that general Brown
had marched from Sackett’s Harbour against Fort Niagara,
determined upon attempting a diversion in his favour. He
accordingly put his army in motion on the Odelltown road,
and, entering Canada on the 30th of March, advanced against
a position occupied by the enemy on the river La Cole, where
‘the British had fortified a large stone mill, and erected a block-
house and other defences. '

An eighteen pounder had been ordered forward to effect the
destructionof the mill,but itbroke down,and after being repair-
ed, the only road of approach, through a deep forest, was re-
ported to be impracticable to a gun of such weight. An opi-
nion prevailed with the chief engineer, and several of the best
informed officers, thdt an iron twelve would suffice to make a
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breach ; but after a fair and tedious experiment, ata distance
of only three hundred yards, it was discovered that the battery
could make no impression. .

During this cannonade, which was returned by a sloop and
some gun-boats from Isle aux Noix, several sorties and fles-
perate charges were made from the mill upon the American
battery ; these were repulsed with great coolness by the cover-
ing corps, and the whole body engaged displayed the utmost
gallantry and bravery, during the affair. The conduct .of cap-
tain M‘Pherson, who commanded the battery, is particularly
noticed by general Wilkinson, who also states that he was
admirably seconded by lieutenants Larrabee and Sheldon.
M¢Pherson and Larrabee were both severely wounded.

Finding all attempts to make a breach unsuccessful, ‘general
Wilkinson withdrew the battery, called in his detachments, and
after removing the dead and wounded, and every thing else,
fell back, unmolested, the same evening, about three miles, to
Odelltown, a small town just within the Canada lines.

The force of the British at the position of La Cole, was re-
ported, from a source on which reliance might be placed, at
2500 men. That of the Americans is unofficially stated at be-
tween three and four thousand. A small part of this force,
however, was actually engaged. The loss of the Americans in
killed and wounded on this occasion was between 80 and 90.
That of the British was 10 killed, 46 wounded, and 4 missing.

4. This inauspicious opening of the campaign, joined to
the failure of the expedition against Montreal the preceding
autumn, threw a great deal of odium on general Wilkinson,
and he was shortly after superceded in the command by gene-
ral Izard*.

§ 5. Meantime general Brown, after remaining for a short
period at Sackett’s Harbour, put his troops in motion towards
the Niagara frontier. Expectations were entertained that he
would immediately drive the enemy from his position in the
A merican territoryt, but these expectations were disappointed.
During the spring months, tranquillity reigned uninterrupted
along the whole line of the Upper Canada frontier, save by a
few partial encounters, which shall be noticed in the order in
which they occurred. :

¢ 6. A small force, consisting of about 180 rangers and
mounted infantry, under captain Holmes, was dispatched by

* General Wilkinson’s trial will be noticed in a subsequent part of this

1“{ork. He was honourably acquitted of all the charges exhibited against
111,

t Fort Niagara,
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lieutenant-colonel Butler, the commander at Detroit, against
Delaware, a British post on the river Thames. This de-
tachment had set out with artillery, but the state of the country
presenting invincible obstacles to its transportation, it was left
behind. By these means, and by sending back the sick to De-
troit, Holmes’ little force was diminished to about 160 men.

On the 3d of March, intelligence was received, that a body
of the enemy, nearly double his force, was descending the
Thames, one half of whom were regulars, and the remainder
militia and Indians. Holmes immediately retreated a few
miles, and took an excellent position on the western bank of a
creek, which ran through a deep” and wide ravine. Captain
Gill was left with a few rangers, to cover the rear, and watch
the motions of the enemy ; but hardly had the main body en-
camped, before they were joined by the rangers, who had been
driven in, after exchanging a few shots with the British ad-
vanced corps, in a vain attempt to reconnoitre their force.

During the night of the 3d, the British encamped upon the
eastern heights, and next morning succeeded in drawing cap-
tain Holmes from his position by a well-contrived stratagem,
which, had it been skilfully followed up, could hardly have
failed to eventuate in the destruction of the American detach-
ment. Fortunately, however, this was not the case. At
sun-rise the enemy exhibited a small and scattered force on
the opposite heights, who retreated, after ineffectually firing at
the American camp, and the reconnoitering party reported,
that the retreat was conducted with precipitation, the baggage
left scattered on the road, and that, judging from their trail and
fires, they could not exceed seventy men. Mortified at the
idea of having retrograded from this diminutive force, Holmes
instantly commenced the pursuit, and resumed the idea of at-
tacking the enemy’s post. He had not, however, proceeded
beyond five miles, when his advance discovered the enemy, in
considerable force, arranging themselves for battle.

The stratagem of the enemy being now apparent, captain
Holmes instantly took advantage of the blunder which they
had committed, in not throwing themselves in his rear, and
thus placing his detachment between a fortified position and a
superior force ; and happily he soon regained his former posi-
tion. Here, placing the horses and baggage in the centre,
he formed his troops a-foot in a hollow square, to prevent the
necessity of evolution, which such raw troops were .incom-
petent to perform in‘action. Holmes thus calmly waited the
approach of the enemy, in defiance of the murmurs of his men,
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who were unanimously in favour of a retreat, thinking it mad-
ness to engage with so superior a force.

The attack was commenced simultaneously on every front,
the militia and Indians attacking from the north, west, and
south, with savage yells and bugles sounding, and the regulars
charging up the heights from the ravine on the east. The latter
bravely approached to within 20 paces of the American line,
against the most destructive fire. But the front section being
shot to pieces, those who followed much thinned and wounded,
and many of the officers cut down, they were forced to aban-
don the charge, and take cover in the woods in diffused order,
within from 15 to 30 paces of their antagomists. The
charge of the British regulars thus repulsed, they had recourse
to their ammunition, and the firing encreased on both sides
with great vivacity. The American regulars, being unco-
vered, were ordered to kneel, that the brow of the heights might
assist in screening them from the view of the enemy. But the
enemy’s cover also proved insufficient, a common sized tree be-
ing unable to protect even one man from the extended line of
Americans, much less the squads that often stood and breathed
their last together.

On the other threc sides the firing was also sustained with
much coolness, and with considerable loss to the foe. The
troops on those sides being protected by logs hastily thrown to-
gether, and the enemy not charging, both the rifle and musket
were aimed at leisure, with that deadly certainty which distin-
guishes the American backwoodsman. Unable to sustain so
unequal a contest, therefore, and favoured by the shades of
twilight, the British commenced a general retreat, after an
hour’s close and gallant conflict.

Captain Holmes declined a pursuit, as the enemy were still
superior both in numbers and discipline, and as the night would
have insured success to an ambuscade.. Besides, as the creek
would have to be passed and the heights ascended, the attempt
to pursue would have given the enemy the same advantage
which produced their defeat, as it could be passed on horse-
back at no other point; and the troops being fatigued and frost-
bitten, and their shoes cut to pieces by the frozen ground, it
was not possible to pursue on foot. Captain Holmes accor-
dingly returned to Detroit.

"The American loss, in killed and wounded, on this occasion,
amounted only to a non-commissioned officer and six privates;
the British official account states their loss at 14 killed, 51
wounded, 1 missing, and 1 officer wounded and taken. Two
of the officers were killed, and the same number wounded.
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This statement does not include the loss of the Indians. The
whole American force in action consisted of 150 rank and file,
of whom, including the rangers, 70 were militia. The British
regulars alone were from 150 to 180 strong, and the militia and
Indians fought upon three sides of the square.

¢ 7. On lake Ontario, the British still preserved the superi-
ority which the addition to their squadron had conferred on
them the preceding autumn. Measures, however, were in ra-
pid progress at Sackett’s Harbour, towards placing the hostile
- fleets on a more equal footing. A handsome ship, rated 44
guns, and carrying 58, was launched on the first of May.
While this vessel was on the stocks, an unsuccessful attempt
was made by the enemy to blow her up. The boats employed
in this enterprise were discovered by the American guard-
boats in the bay, and were forced to fly, after throwing their
kegs of powder overboard¥.

* The following is a correct view of the rival squadrons during the
greater part of this campaign. The Superior was launched in May, and
was not ready for sea till the end of July. Commodore Yeo again acquired
the ascendency towards the end of the season by the addition to his squa-
dron of a vessel, which was commonly designated * the big ship.” The
contest on this lake seems rather to have been, who could build the
fastest, than who could fight the best. :

British Squadron.

. FORCE.
Ship Prince Regent, sir J. L. Yeo, com. O’Connor, captain, 58
~ Princess Charlotte, - - - - .- 44
Montreal (late Wolf), - - - - - 25
Niagara (late Royal George), - - - - 24
Brig Star (late Melville), - - - - - 18
— (late Earl Moira), - - - - - 18
—— (late Sidney Smith), - - - - - 16
Schr, e, - .- - - - . - 16
219

Besides the above, there were about 20 heavy gun-boats, and two or
three smaltschooners mounting heavy guns.

American Squadron.
' : Rate. A. Force.
Ship Superior, Isaac Chauncey, com. - - - 58

Mohawk, John Smith, - - . - 32 42 .
General Pike, Jacob Jones, - - - 24 28
Madison, Wm. M. Crane, - - - 20 22
Brig Jefferson, Charles G. Ridgely, - - - 18 21
Jones, Melanct. T. Woolsey, - - - 18 21
- Sylph, Jesse D. Elliot, - - - - 16 18
Oneida, Thomas Brown, - - - 14 14
Schr., Lady of the Laket, Marvin P. Mix, - - 1 1

: 225
+ This vessel is a small pilot-boat builtschooner far a tender and repeater.
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Commodore Yeo pursued a similar policy to that which go-
verned him the preceding summer. As long as he was mani-
festly superior in force to Chauncey, his fleet ruled the lake ;
but nothing could induce him to hazard an engagement, when
the force of his rival was nearly equal to his. During that part
of the summer, when this was the case, he lay snug in Kingston
harbour. This is by no means said in disparagement of the
British commander ; for every circumstance shows that this
was the wisest policy, and perhaps the only one which could
have saved Upper Canada.

¢ 8. On the 5th of May the Britishnaval force under sir James
Lucas Yeo, consisting of four large ships, three brigs, and a
number of gun and other boats, appeared off the village of Os-
wego, having on board seven companies of infantry, a detach- -
ment of artillewy, and a battalion of marines, under the com-
mand of lieutenant-general Drummond. This post being but
occasionally, and not recently occupied by regular troops, was
in a bad state of defence. It was garrisoned by about 300 re-
gulars, under lieutenant-colonel Mitchell, who had only arriv-
ed a few days before. Lieutenant Woolsey of the navy, with
a small body of seamen, was also at the village, and as soon as
the fleet appeared, the neighbouring militia were called in.
About one o’clock the fleet approached, and 15 boats, large and
crowded with troops, at a given signal moved slowly to the
shore. These were preceded by gun-boats, sent to rake the
woods and cover the landing, while the larger vessels opened a
fire upon the fort. As soon as the debarking boats got within
range of the shot from the shore batteries, a very successful
fire opened upon them, which twice compelled them to retire.
They at length returned to the ships, and the whole stood off
from the shore for better anchorage. ~Several boats which had
been deserted by the enemy were taken up in the evening, one
of which was 60 feet long, carried thirty-six oars and three
sails, and could accommodate 150 men. She had received a
ball through her bow, and was nearly filled with water.

At day-break next morning the fleet appeared bearing up
under easy sail, and about noon the frigates took a position di-
rectly against the fort and batteries, and opened a heavy fire,
which was kept up for three hours, while the brigs, schooners,
and gun-boats covered by their fire the debarkation of the troops.
The Americans were now forced to retreat into the rear of the
fort, where two companies met the advancing columns of the
enemy, while the others engaged their flanks. Licutenant
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Pearce of the navy, and some seamen, joined in the attack,
and fought with their characteristic bravery. After a short
action, Mitchell again commenced a retreat, which was effect-
ed in good order, destroying the bridges in his rear. Indeed
a retreat had become necessary for the protection of the stores
at the falls, 13 miles in the rear of the fort, which were sup-
posed to form the principal object of the expedition.

Early in the morning of the 7th, the British evacuated the
place, and retired to their shipping, after destroying the fort and
those public stores which they could not carry away. These
stores were not important, the most valuable having been de-
posited at the falls.

The American official account states their loss at 6 killed,
38 wounded, and 25 missing ; that of the British states theirs
at 19 killed and 75 wounded. Among them were several of-
ficerss  Mitchell states the force landed at 1550 men,
while the Americans engaged did not exceed 300, being 4
companies of the 3d artillery under captains Boyle, Romayne,
M:Intyre, and Pierce, a company of light artillery under cap-
tain Melvin, and a small detachment of sailors under lisuten-
ant Pearce of the navy.

A short time after this event, the British fleet appeared near
the mouth of the Gennesee river, where about 160 volunteers
were stationed, with one piece of artillery. Captain Stone, the
commanding officer, dispatched cxpresses for assistance to
different quarters. The following day the commodore’s new
ship came to anchor off the mouth of the river, and sent an
officer on shore with aflag, demanding the surrender of the
place, and promising to respect private property in case no re-
sistance should be made, and all public property faithfully dis-
closed and given up. General Porter arrived while the flag
was on shore, and returned for answer that the place would be
defended to the last extremity.  On the return of the flag, two
gun-boats, with from 200 to 300 men on board, advanced to
the river, which 1s about a mile from the town and battery,
and commenced a heavy cannonade, directed partly to the
town, and partly to bodies of troops who had been placed in
ravines near the mouth of the river, to intercept the retreat of
the gun-boats, in case they should enter.

. At the expiration of an hour and a half, during which time
they threw a great number of rockets, shells, and shot of dif-
ferent descriptions, from grape to 681bs., a second flag was
sent from the commodore’s ship, requiring, in the name of the
commander of the forces, an immediate surrender, and threat-
gning that if the demand was not complied with, he would

VOL. 1IV. ‘
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land 1200 regular troops and 400 Indians; that if he should
lose a single man, he would raze the town and destroy every
vestige of property ; anfi that it was his request that the women
and children might be immediately removed, as he could not-
be accountable for the conduct of the Indians. He was told
that the answer to his demand had already been explicitly
given; that they were prepared to meet him, the women and
children having been disposed of ; and that if another flag
should be sent on the subject of a surrender, it would not be
protected. The flag returned with the gun-boats to the fleet,
the whole of which came to anchor about a mile from the shore,
where they lay until 8.0’clock on Saturday morning, and then
left the place.

On the evening of- the following day, the British squadron
was discovered making towards Pulteneyville, another small
village on the margin of lake Ontario, and information was
sent to general Swift, who repaired thither in the course of the -
night, with 130 volunteers and militia. . Next morning a flag
was sent on shore, demanding a peaceable surrender of all pub-
lic property, and threatening an immediate destruction of the
village in case of refusal. General Swift returned for answer,
that he should oppose any attempt to land, by all the means in
his power. Soon after the return of the flag, however, gene-
ral Swift was induced, by the pressing solicitations and entrea-
ties of the inhabitants of the town, to permit one of its citi-
zens to go to the enemy with aflag, and offer the surrender
of the property contained in a store-house at the water’s edge,
consisting of about 100 barrels of flour considerably damaged,
on condition that the commanding officer would stipulate not
to take any other, nor molest the inhabitants. But before its .
return, the enemy sent their gun-boats with several hundred
men on shore, who took possession of the flour in the store,
and were proceeding to further depredations, when general
Swift commenced a fire upon them from an adjacent woad,
which wounded several, and became so harassing as to induce
them to re-embark. They then commenced a cannonade from
the fleet upon the town, which was continued for some time,
but with no other injury than a few shot holes through the

ouses,
5 9. A short time after these affairs took place, two British
gun-boats and five barges, some of which contained howitzers,
manned by about 200 sailors and marines, under the command
of captain Popham of the royal navy, were captured by a
dletachment of 120 riflemen and a few Oneida warriors, under
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the command of major Appling, of the first United States ri-
fle regiment.

Major Appling had been detached to protect the cannon
and naval stores at Oswego, destined for commodore Chaun-
cey’s fleet. They were embarked on board a flotilla of boats,
in charge of captain Woolsey of the navy, and had arrived
safely in Sandy Creek. Here they were pursued by the ene-
my who was gallantly met by the riflemen, and after an action
of a few minutes, beaten and taken, without the loss of a
man ; an Indian and one rifleman only being wounded.

The riflemen were most judiciously posted along the bank,
a short distance below captain Woolsey’s boats, where the
creek is narrow and shoal. Most of the men having with-
drawn from the boats, the enemy gave three cheers at the pros-
pect of the rich prize before him. His joy, however, was
of short duration, for at this moment the rifiemen poured forth
their deadly fire, which in about ten minutes terminated in his
total defeat, leaving an officer and 13 men killed, two officers
and 28 men wounded (the officers and many of the men dan-
gerously) ; the residue, consisting of 10 officers and 133 men,
taken prisoners.

Major Appling speaks in the highest terms of the courage
and good conduct of his officers and men. Captain Harris
with his troop of dragoons, and captain Melvin with his two
field-pieces, had made a rapid march, and would in a few mi-
nutes have been ready to participate in the action, had the ene-
my been able to make a stand.

The captured officers and men spoke in the highest terms of
commendation of major Appling and his rifle corps, to whose
humane and spirited conduct they are probably indebted for
the preservation of their lives. The Indians were the first to
reach the enemy after they submitted, and had commenced
executing the savage rule of warfare, sanctioned by Anglo-
Indian example at the river Raisin, Lewistown, Tuscarora, &c.
- of murdering their prisoners, when the major and his men hap-
pily arrived, and succeeded, by apromptand determined course,
though not without violence, in terminating the tragic scene*.

No further events took place on this lake during the war
worth recording, excepting the capture and destruction of a
gun-boat at the head of the St. Lawrence, and the burning of

* An Indian chief is said to have given vent to his feelings on this oc-
casion in language similar to the following :—¢ When British come to
Buffalo, they kill white man, they kill Indian, they kill woman, they burn
all houses—~ when British come here, you no let Indian kijl him---you give
him eat-..-this no good.”
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a vessel of war on the stocks at Presque Isle. Both these ex-
ploits were performed by lieutenant Gregory. .

¢ 10. Nothing of importance took place on lake Erie. The °
only hostile event that occurred was the destruction of some
mills employed in manufacturing flour for the British army, at
Long Point, by colonel Campbell, with a detachment of 500
or 600 men from Erie. The mills and some houses occupied
as stores were burned. About 50 dragoons stationed there as
a guard made their escape, when the party returned without
losing 2a man. This event, which was certainly not strictly
Justified by the laws of war, though sanctioned by the practice
of the enemy, was an unauthorised act on the part of colonel
Campbell. A court of enquiry was held on his conduct,
whose opinion was unanimously pronounced as follows :

¢ That, considering the important supplies of bread-stuffs,
which from the evidence it appears the enemy’s forces derived
from the flour-manufacturing mills at and near to Dover, colo-
nel Campbell was warranted in destroying those mills, accord-
ing to the laws and usages of war, and, for a like reason, the
court think him justified in burning the distilleries under the -
said laws and usages. The saw-mills and carding machine,
from their contiguity to the other mills, were, as the court
conceives, necessarily involved in one and the same burning.

“ In respect to the burning of the dwelling and other houses
in the village of Dover, the court are fully of opinion that
colonel Campbell has erred ; that he can derive no justification
from the fact, that the owners of these houses were actively
opposed to the American interests in the present war, or from
the other facts, that some of them were at the conflagration of
Buffalo. In their partizan services it does not appear to the
court, that the inhabitants of Dover have done more than
their proper allegiance required of them ; and the destruction
of Buffalo, by a lieutenant-general of the enemy’s regular forces,
was emphatically the wrong of the British government itself,
rend:red such by its subsequent adoption of the measure, and
ought not to be ascribed to a few Canadians who were present
at the time.

_ “ Acts of retaliation, on the part of a nation proud of its
;’t‘lg‘ht::,(:clt;f‘i_ consfglolllxs of the power of enforcing them, should,
ot .m(? :lon- of the court, pe relqctantly resorted to, and on-
ly by 1n .tructions fx:om t_he highest in authority. Thatno such
L‘:Zi‘;‘;st;g?:rxi{efgr\:nt }l:el t:lgsgzsci l:)l;_der. consideration, is not

€ly inte . evidence to that effect,
but is candidly admitteq by colonel Campbell in his official re-
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'port (which is in evidence), wherein he expressly states—
¢ This expedition was undertaken by me without orders, and
upon my own responsibility.’

 The court, in delivering the above opinion unfavourable to
colonel Campbell, are fully aware of the strongincentives to a
just indignation which must have been present to his mind at
the time of this visit to Dover—the massacres of the Raisin
and the Miami were not yet forgotten, and the more recent
devastation of the entire Niagara frontier, accompanied by
many acts of savage barbarity, was fresh in remembrance.
That these recollections should have aroused his feelings and
have swayed his judgment, does not excite wonder but regret,
and there is still left for admiration his kind and amiable treat-

ment of the women and children of Dover, abandoned by their
matural protectors.”
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CHAPTER IL

§ 1. Capture of Fort Erie. § 2. Battle of Chippewa plains. § 3. Bat-
tle of Bridgewater. §4. Attack upon Buffalo. §5. Siege of Fort
Erie. §6. General assault of the works. §7. Capture of two
schooners on lake Erie. §8. Critical situation of the garrison in
Fort Erie. §9. Brilliant sortie. § 10. The British raise the siege.

- §11. Expedition under general Bissel. . § 12. M¢Arthur’s expedition
towards Burlington Heights. §13. Evacuation of Canada.

§1. MEANWHILE general Brown was occupied in col-
lecting and disciplining his forces, and preparing for the invasion
of Canada. On the evening of the 2d of July, general orders
were issued for the embarkation of the troops by day-light next
morning, when the army, consisting of two brigades, and a
body of New-York and Pennsylvania volunteers and Indians,
under general P. B. Porter, were landed on the opposite shore,
without opposition. The first brigade, under general Scott,
and the artillery corps, under major Hindman, landed nearly a
mile below Fort Erie, while general Ripley, with the second
brigade, made the shore about the same distance above. The
fort was soon completely invested, and a battery of long
eighteens being planted in a position which commanded it,
the garrison, consisting of 137 men, including officers, sur-
rendered prisoners of war. Several pieces of ordnance were
found in the fort, and some military stores.

_§2. Having placed a small garrison in Fort Erie to secure
his rear, Brown moved forward the following day to Chip-
pewa plains, where he encamped for the night, after some skir-
mishing with the enemy. ‘

The American pickets were several times attacked on the
morning of the 5th, by small parties of the British. About
four in the afternoon, general Porter, with the volunteers and
Indians, was ordered to advance from the rear of the Ameri-
can camp, and take a circuit through the woods to the left, in
hopes of getting beyond the skirmishing parties of the enemy,
and cutting off their retreat, and to favour this purpose the
advance were ordered to fall back gradually under the enemy’s
fire. _ In about half an hour, however, Porter’s advance met
the light parties in the woods, and drove them until the whole
column of the British was met in order of battle. From the
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clouds of dust and the heavy firing, general Brown concluded
that the entire force of the British was in motion, and instant-
ly gave orders for general Scott to advance with his brigade
and Towson’s artillery, and meet them on the plain in front of
the American camp. In afew minutes Scott was in close ac-
tion with a superior force of British®egulars. .

By this time Porter’s volunteers having given way and fled,
the left flank of Scott’s brigade became much exposed. Ge-
neral Ripley was accordingly ordered to advance with a part
of the reserve, and skirting the woods on the left, in order to
keep out of view, endeavour to. gain the rear of the enemy’s
right flank. The greatest exertions were made to gain this
position, but in vain. Such was the gallantry and impetuosity
of the brigade of general Scott, that its advance upon the en-
emy was not to be checked. Major Jessup, commanding the
battalion on the left flank, finding himself pressed both in front
and in flank, and his men falling fast around him, ordered his
battalion to ‘support arms and advance.” Amidst the most
destructive fire this order was promptly obeyed, and he soon
gained a more secure position, and returned upon the ene-
my so galling a discharge, as caused them to retire.

The whole line of the British now fell backy and the Ame-
rican troops closely pressed upon them. As soon as the for-
mer gained the sloping ground descending towards Chippewa,
they broke and ran to their works, distant about a quarter of
a mile, and the batteries opening on the American line, con-
siderably checked the pursuit. Brown now ordered the ord-
nance to be brought up, with the intention of forcing the works.
But on their being examined, he was induced, by the lateness
of the hour, and the advice of his officers, to order the forces
to retire to camp.

The American official account states their loss at 60 killed,
248 wounded, and 19 missing. The British officially state
theirs at 133 killed, 320 wounded, and 46 missing.

Dispirited as was the public mind at this period, the intel-
ligence of this brilliant and unexpected opening-of the cam-
paign on the Niagara could not fail of being most joyfully re-
ceived. The total overthrow of the French power had a few
months before liberated the whole of the British forces in Eu-
rope. A considerable portion of lord Wellington’s army,
flushed with their late successes in Spain, had arrived in Cana-
da, and were actually opposed to Brown at Chippewa, while
all our maritime towns were threatened by Britain’s victorious
armies, whose arrival was momentarily expected on the coast.
When the intelligence of the stupendous events in Europe was
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first received, many consoled themselves with the idea, that
the magnanimity of Great Britain would freely grant in her
prosperity, what they ‘had insisted we never coql.d force from
her in her adversity. Sincerely taking for realities the pre-
texts on which our neutral rights had been infringed, .thcy
thought the question of#impressment, now the almost single
subject of dispute, could easily be amicably arranged, when
the affairs of the world were so altered as to render it nearly
impossible that Great Britain could ever again be reduced to
the necessity of ¢ fighting for her existence ;” or, at all events,
as the peace in Europe had effectually removed the cause, and
as the American government declined insisting on a formal
relinquishment of the practice, no difficulty would be thrown
in the way of a general and complete pacification of the world.
This illusion was soon dissipated. By the next advices from'
- Europe it was learned, thatthe cry for vengeance upan the
Americans was almost unanimous throughout the British em-
pire. The president was threatened with the fate of Bonaparte,
and it was said that the American peace ought to be dictated
in Washington, as that of Europe had been at Paris. Even
in parliament* the idea was held out that peace ought not to
be thought of till America had received a signal punishment,
for having dared to declare war upon them while their forces
were engaged in “delivering Europe” from its oppressort.
The commencement of the negociations for peace, which had
been proposed by the British court, was suspended, and stren-
uous efforts were made to send to America as commanding a
force as possible. i
Under these circumstances, a victory gained by the raw
troops of America over the veterans of Wellington, superior
in numbers to the victors}, upon an_open plamn, and upon a

* Sir Joseph Yorke, one of the lords of the admiralty, said in parlia-
ment,”“we have Mr. Madison to depose before we can lay down our
arms. :

t At a dinner given to lord Hill, who was on the eve of sailing at the
head of an expedition against New-Orleans, he stated the period when
he should embark for America, and added, that « he had no doubt, with
the means already there, together with those on the way, and what were
promised by his prince, he should humble the Yankees, and bring the
contest to a speedy and successful termination.” Happily for his lordship
he was soon after superseded in the command by general Packenham.

{ The British official account states the American forces to have been
superior in number. This apparent contradiction may be reconciled by
observing, that a single brigade of the American troops achieved the victory;
the vo‘lunteet_'s having fled before the action commenced, while the brigade
of general Ripley had not arrived on the ground, when the British took
shelter behind their works. ' : o
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spot chosen by the British general, had a most beneficial ten-
. dency, by dispelling the dread which the prowess of the Bri-
tish troops in Spain could not have failed to have produced in
the minds-of their opponents. This battle was to the army
what the victory of captain Hull had been to the navy; and
the confidence which it thus inspired was surely most justly
founded, for every man felt that the victory had been gained
by superior skill agd discipline : it was not the fruit of any ac-
cidental mistake or confusion in the army of the enemy, or of
one of those movements of temporary panic on one side, or
excitement on the other, which sometimes give a victory to
irregular courage over veteran and disciplined valour.

After so signal a defeat, the British could not be induced to
hazard another engagement. They abandoned their works at
Chippewa, and burning their barracks, retired to fort Niagara
and fort George, closcly followed by Brown. Here he ex-
pected to receive some heavy guns and reinforcements from
Sackett’s Harbour ; but on the 23d of July he received a letter
by express from general Gaines, advising him that that port
was blockaded by a superior British force, and that commo-
dore Chauncey was confined to his bed with a fever. Thus dis-
appointed in his expectations of being enabled to reduce the
forts at the mouth of the Niagara, Brown determined to dis-
encumber the army of baggage, and march directly for Bur-
lington Heights. To mask this intention, and to draw from
Schlosser a small supply of provisions, he fcll back upon Chip-
pewa. ' C

¢ 3. About noon on the 25th, general Brown was advised
by an express from Lewistown, that the British were follow-
ing him, and were in considerable force in Queens.town a_nd
on its heights ; that four of the enemy’s fleet had arrived with
reinforcements at Niagara during the preceding night, and
that a number of boats were in view, moving up the river.
Shortly after, intelligence was brought that the enemy were
landing at Lewistown, and that the baggage and stores at
Schlasser, and on their way thither, were in danger of imme-
diate capture. In order to recal the British from this object,
Brown determined to put the army in motion towards Queens-
town, and accordingly general Scott was directed to advance
with the first brigade, Towson’s artillery, and all the dragoons
and mounted men, with orders to report if the enemy appear-
ed, and if necessary to call for assistance. On his arnvzgl near
the falls, Scott learned that the enemy was in force (jlrectl.y
in his front, a narrow piece of woods alone intercepting his
view of them. He immediately advanced upon them, after

VOL. 1V.
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dispatching a messenger to general Brown with this intelli-
ger’llsﬁé report of the cannon and small arms reached general
Brown before the messenger, and orders were instantly issued
- for general Ripley to march to the support of general Scott,
with the second brigade and all the artillery, and Brown him-
self repaired with all speed to the scene of action, whence he
sent orders for general Porter to advance yith his volunteers.
On reaching the field of battle, general Brown found that
Scott had passed the wood, and engaged the enemy on the
Queenstown road and on the ground to the left of it, with the
oth, 11th, and 22d regiments, and Towson’s artillery, the
25th having been thrown to the right to be governed by cir-
cumstances. The contest was close and desperate, and the
Anmerican troops, far inferior in numbers, suffered severely.
Meanwhile major Jessup, who commanded the 25th regi-
ment, taking advantage of a fault committed by the British
commander, by leaving a road unguarded on his left, threw
himself promptly into the rear of the enemy, where he was
enabled to operate with the happiest effect. The slaughter
was dreadful ; the enemy’s line fled down the road at the third
or fourth fire. The capture of general Riall, with a large es-
cort of officers of rank, was part of the trophies of Jessup’s
intrepidity and skill ; and, but for the impression of an un-
founded report, under which he unfortunately remained for a
few minutes, lieutenant general Drummond, the commander
of the British forces, would inevitably have fallen into his
hands, an event which would, in all probability, have comple-
ted the disaster of the British army. Drummond was com-
pletely in Jessup’s power ; but being confidently informed that
the first brigade was cut in pieces, and finding himself with
less than 200 men, and without any prospect of support, in
the midst of an overwhelming hostile force, he thought of no-
tl}mg, for the moment, but to make good his retreat, and save
his command. Of this temporary suspense of the advance
of the American column, general Drummond availed himself
to make his escape. Among the officers captured, was one
of general Drummond’s aids-de-camp, who had been dispatch-
ed from the front line to order up the reserve, with a view to
fall on Scott with the concentrated force of the whole army,
and overwhelm him at a single effort. Nor would it have
been possible to prevent this catastrophe, had the reserve ar-
rived in time ; the force with which general Scott would then
have been Obllng to contend being nearly quadruple that of
his own. By the fortunate capture, however, of the British
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aid-de-camp, before the completion of the service on ‘which he
had been ordered, the enemy’s reserve was not brought into
action until the arrival of general Ripley’s brigade, which
prevented the disaster which must’otherwise have ensued*.

Though the second brigade pressed forward with the great-
est ardour, the battle had raged for an hour before it could ar-
rive on the field, by which time it was nearly dark. The en-
emy fell back on its approach. In order to disengage the ex-
hausted troops of the first brigade, the fresh troops were or-
dered to pass Scott’s line, and display in front, 2 movement
which was immediately executed by Ripley. Meanwhile the
enemy, being reconnoitered, was found to have taken a new po-
sition, and occupied a height with his artillery, supported by
a line of infantry, which gave him great advantages, it being
the key to the whole position. To secure the victory, it was
necessary to carry his artillery and seize the height. For this
purpose the second brigade advanced upon the Queenstown
road, and the first regiment of infantry, which had arrived
that day, and was attached to neither of the brigades, was
~ formed in a line facing the enemy’s on the height, with a view

of drawing his fire and attracting his attention, as the second
brigade advanced on his left flank to carry his artillery.

As soon as the first regiment approached its position, colo-
nel Miller was ordered to advance with the 21st regiment, and
- carry the artillery on the height with the bayonet. The. first
regiment gave way under the fire of the enemy; but Miller,
undaunted by this occurrence, advanced steadily and gallantly
to his object, and carried the heights and cannon in a masterly
style. General Ripley followed on the right with the 23d re-

* ¢ A trait in his conduct highly honorable to colonel Jessup is, that his
humanity as a man triumphed over his technical duty as an officer. Such
was, for a time, his situation in the field, that every prisoner be took,
by impeding his operations against the enemy, not oply injured the cause
in which he was engaged, but endan'%'ered the safety of his own corps.
According to the canons of war, therefore, his duty, as we believe, was,
to make no prisoners, but to put to death every man who might oppose
him in arms. Regardless, however, of these sanguinary statutes, and
listening only to the voice of mercy, he gave quartdr to all that swrrender-
ed to liim, although conscious they would diminish his effective force, and
that he must necessarily suffer them again to escape. This conduct was
noticed by some of the British officers, and commended as highly honora-
ble to the young American. Had Jessup been less humane as a man, and
more technically rigid as an officer, he might have acted, as the aid.de-
camp of general Drummond acknowledged, with more deadly effect
against the enemy. But he knew the road to glory better. The fairest
wreath in the hero’s chaplet is that which is entwined by the hand of mer-
cy.’—Port Folio. :
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giment. It had some desperate fighting, which caused it to
faulter, but it was promptly rallied, and brought up.

The enemv being now driven from their commanding
ground, the whole brigade, with the volu‘ntcers and amllery,
and the first regiment, which had been rallied, were formed 1o
line, with the captured cannon, nine pieces, in the rear. Here
they were soon joined by major Jessup, with the 25th, the re-
giment that had acted with such effect in the rear of the’ene-
my’s left. In this situation the American troops withstood
three distinct desperate attacks of the enemy, who had ral-
lied his broken corps, and received reinforcements.  In each
of them he was repulsed with great slaughter, so near being
his approach, that the buttons of the men were distinctly seen
through the darkness by the flash of the muskets, and many
prisoners were taken at the point of the bayonet, principally
by Porter’s volunteers. During the second attack general
Scott was ordered up, who had been held in reserve with three
of his battalions, from the moment of Ripley’s arrival on the
field. During the third effort of the enemy, the direction of
Scott’s column would have enabled him, in a few minutes, to
have formed line in the rear of the enemy’s right, and thus
have brought him between two fires. But a flank fire from a
concealed party of the enemy falling upon the centre of Scott’s
command, completely frustrated this intention. His column
was severed in two ; one part passing to the rear, the other b
the right flank of platoons towards Ripley’s main line. ‘

This was the last effort of the British to regain his position
and artillery, the American troops being left in quiet posses-
sion of the field. Itwas now nearly midnight, and generals
Brown and Scott being both severely wounded, and all the
troops much exhausted, the command was given to general
Ripley, and he was instructed to return to camp, bringing with
him the wounded and the artillery. The pieces, however,
were found in so dismantled a state, and such had been the
slaughter of the horses, that to remove them at that late hour
was found to be impracticable.

On the return of the troops to camp, general Brown sent for
general Ripley, and after giving him his reasons for the mea-
sure, ordered him to put the troops into the best possible con-
d‘."g“i to give to them the necessary refreshment; to take
:Vc': him the picquets and camp guards, and every other.de-

iption of force ; to put himself on the field of battle as the

d. da . .
a;;})’eartv:i]n.ed, and there meet and beat the enemy if he again
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General Ripley has been much blamed for the non-execu-
tion of this order, by which the captured cannon again fell into
the hands of the British. General Brown, in his official report,
says, “ To this order he [Ripley] made no objection, and I re-
lied upon its execution. It was not executed.” On the part
of general Ripley it is stated, that his orders were, in case the

“ enemy appeared in force, * to be governed entirely by circum-
stances.” His orders, therefore, were executed. At day-
break the army was arranged, and the march commenced,
when circumstances of the most positive nature were made ap-
parent, such as must have been in view in the discretionary part
of the order, and in the full effect of which general Ripley com-
menced and effected the retreat which afterwards led him to
Fort Erie. The troops, reduced to less than 1600 men, were
marched on the 26th by general Ripley toward the field of bat-
tle. Motion was commenced at day-break, but difficulties in-
cidental to the late losses prevented the advance before some
time had been spent in re-organization and arrangement. The
line of march being assumed, and the Chippewa crossed, gene-
ral Ripley sent forward lieutenants Tappan of the 23d, and
Riddle of the 15th, with their respective commands, to recon-
noitre the enemy’s position, strength, and movements. On
examination, he was found in advance of his former position,
on an eminence, strongly reinforced, as had been asserted by
prisoners taken the preceding evening ; his flanks, resting on
a wood on one side, and on the river on the other, defied being
turned or driven in; his artillery was planted so as to sweep
the road ; besides these advantages, he extended a line nearly
double in length to that which could be displayed by our troops.
To attack with two-thirds the force of the preceding evening
an enemy thus increcased, was an act of madness that the first
thought rejected. The army was kept in the field and in mo-
tion long enough to be assured of the strength and position of
the enemy ; that information being confirmed, there remained
but one course to prevent that enemy from impeding a retreat,
which, had he been vigilant, he would previously have pre-
vented. The army, therefore, immediately retrograded, and
the retreat received the sanction of general Brown, previous to
his crossing the Niagara¥. :

The American official account states their loss in this battle
at 171 killed, 572 wounded, and 117 missing; the return of
British prisoners presents an aggregate of 179, including ma-
jor-general Riall, and a number of other officers.—The British

* Port Folio, Memoir of Major-General Ripley.
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state their loss to be 84 killed, 559 wounded, 193 missing ;
their loss in prisoners they stated only at 41. Major-general
Brown and brigadier-general Scott were among the wounded
of the Americans, and lieutenant-genergl. Drummond and ma-
jor-general Riall among those of the British.

In consequence of the wounds of generals Brown and Scott,
the command devolved on general Ripley, who pursued his re-
treat across the Chippewa, destroying the bridges in his rear,
and throwing every possible impediment in the way of the ene-
my, in order to obstruct his advance. On the 27th of July, the
army reached Fort Erie. Here it was determined to make a
stand, and accordingly the lines of defence and fortification
were immediately marked out, and by the unremitted exertions
of the army, were completed on the 3d of August, the very day
of the arrival of the enemy before them.

§ 4. Early in the morning of the 3d, an attempt was made to
surprise Buffalo, with the intention, it is supposed, of re-cap-
turing general Riall, and other British prisoners there, and de-
stroying the public stores. About 2 in the morning, nine
boat-loads of troops were landed on the American side, half a
mile below Conjocta creek, on the upper bank of which, sus-.
pecting their intention, major Morgan had taken a position
with a battalion of the first rifle regiment, consisting of 240
men. Here, during the preceding night, he had thrown up a
battery of a few logs, and torn away the bridge. About four
o’clock the British commenced the attack, sending a party be-
fore to repair the bridge, under cover of their fire. So heavy
and deadly, however, was the fire opened by the riflemen, that
they were compelled to retire. They then formed in the skirt
of the wood, and kept up the fight at long shot, continually re-
inforcing from the Canada shore, until they had 23 boat-loads,
when they attempted to outflank, by sending a large body up
the creek to ford it. But a detachment of about 60 men being
sent to dispute the passage, they were repulsed with considera-
ble loss. The object now appearing unattainable, the enemy
commenced their retreat, having previously thrown some
troops on Squaw island, which enfiladed the creek, thus pre-
venting their retreat from being harassed. Their superior
numbers enabled them to take their wounded and most of their
killed off the field ; though some of the latter were afterwards
found. A number of muskets and accoutrements were also
collected, and some clothing that appeared to have been torn for
the purpose of binding their wounds. Six British prisoners
were taken, who stated their force to have consisted of from

12 to 1500 men. Although the action continued for two hours



§5.] ANNALS OF AMERICA. 23

and a half, the loss of the Americans was but triffing—two kill-
ed and eight wounded. The loss of the British was never as-
certained, but it must have been quite disproportioned to that
of the Americans.

§ 5. On the arrival of the British before Fort Erie, they per-
ceived that the opportunity was lost of carrying the American
works by a coup-de-main. Driving in the pickets, therefore,
they made a regular investment of the place. The following
day general Gaines arrived from Sackett’s Harbour, and being
senior in rank assumed the command. On the 6th, the rifle
corps was sent to endeavour to draw out the enemy, in order to
try his strength. Their orders were, to pass through the inter-
vening woods, to amuse the British light troops until their

- strong columns should get in motion, when they should retire
slowly to the plain, where a strong line was posted in readiness
to receive the enemy. The riflemen accordingly met and
drove the light troops into their lines, but although they kept
the wood near two hours, they were not able todraw any part of
the enemy’s force after them. The British left eleven dead
and three prisoners in the hands of the riflemen ; but their loss
was supposed to be much more considerable. fhe loss of the
riflemen was five killed and three or four wounded.

The main camp of the British was planted about two miles
distant. In front of it they threw up a line of partial circum-

- vallation, extending around the American fortifications. This
consisted of two lines of entrenchment, supported by block-
houses ; in front of these, at favourable points, batteries were
erected, one of which enfiladed the American works.

The American position was on the margin of lake Erie, at
the entrance of the Niagara river, on nearly a horizontal plain,
twelve or fifteen feet above the surface of the water, possessing
few natural advantages. It had been strengthened in front by
temporary parapet breast-works, entrenchments, and abbatis,
with two batteries and six field-pieces. The small unfinished
fort, Erie, with a 24, 18, and 12 pounders, formed the north-
east, and the Douglas battery, with an 18 and 6 pounder near
the edge of the lake, the south-east angle on the right. The
left was defended by a redoubt battery with six ficld-pieces,
just thrown up on a small ridge. The rear was left open to the
lake, hordered by a rocky shore of easy ascent. The battery
on the left was defended by captain Towson; Fort Erie by -
captain Williams, with major Trimble’s command of the 19th
infantry ; the batteries on the front by captains Biddle and
- Fanning; the whole of the artillery commanded by major
Hindman. Parts of the 11th, 9th, and 22d infantry, were
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posted on the right under the command of lieutenant-colonel
Aspinwall. General Ripley’s brigade, consisting of the 21st
and 23d, defended the left.  General Porter’s brigade of New
York and Pennsylvania volunteers, with the riflemen, occupied
the centre.

§ 6. During the 13th and 14th, the enemy kept up a brisk
cannonade, which was sharply returned from the American
batteries, without any considerable loss. One of their shells
lodged in a small magazine, in Fort Erie, which was almost
empty. It blew up with an explosion more awful in appear-
ance than injurious in its effects, as it did not disable a man or
derange a gun. A momentary cessation of the thunders of
the artillery took place on both sides. This was followed by a
loud and joyous shout by the British army, which was instant-
ly returned on the part of the Americans, who, amidst the
smoke of the explosion, renewed the contest by an animated
roar of the heavy cannon. '

From the supposed loss of ammunition, and the consequent
depression such an event was likely to produce, general Gaines
felt persuaded that this explosion would lead the enemy to as-
sault, and made his arrangements accordingly. These suspi-
eions were fully verified, by an attack that was made in the
night between the 14th and 15th of August.

‘The night was dark, and the early part of it raining, but ne-
vertheless one third of the troops were kept at their posts. At
half past two o’clock, the right column of the enemy approach-
ed, and though enveloped in darkness, was distinctly heard on
the American left, and promptly marked by the musketry un- .
der major Wood and captain Towson. Being mounted at the
moment, Gaines repaired to the point of attack; where the
sheet of fire rolling from Towson’s battery, and the musketry
of the left wing, enabled him to see the enemy’s column of
about 1500 men approaching on that point ; his advance was
not checked until it had approached within ten feet of the in-
fantry. A line of loose brush, representing an abattis, only in-
terveped ; a column of the enemy attempted to pass round the
abattis, through the water, where it was nearly breast-deep.
Apprehending that this point would be carricd, Gaines ordered
a detachment of riflemen and infantry to its support, but at this
moment the encmy were repulsed. They instantly renewed
the charge, .and were again driven back.

On the right, the fire of cannon and musketry announced
tht; approach of the centre and left columns of the enemy, under
::p‘::{se:l ]8; Utfl:\:lg(:gd and Scott. The latter was received and

» under the command of captain Foster, and
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captains Boughton and Harding’s companies of New York and
- Pennsylvania volunteers, aided by a six-pounder, judiciously
posted by major M‘Kee, chicf engineer.

But the centre, led by colonel Drummond, was not long kept
in check ; it approached at once every assailable point of the

fort, and with scaling-ladders ascended the parapet, where,
however, it was repulsed with dreadful carnage. The assault
was twice repeated, and as often checked ; but the enemy hav-
ing moved round in the ditch, covered by darkness, encreased
by the heavy cloud of smoke which had rolled from the can-
- nonand musketry,repeated the charge, rc-ascended the ladders,
and with their pikes, bayonets, and spears fell upon the Ameri-
can artillerists, and succeeded in capturing the bastion. Lieu-
tenant M‘Donough, being severely wounded, demanded quar-
ter. It was refused by colonel Drummond. The lieutenant
then seized a handspike, and nobly defended himself until he
was shot down with a pistol by the monster who had refused
him quarter, who often reiterated the order—* give the
damned yankees no quarter.” This officer, whose bravery, if
it had been seasoned with virtue, would have entitled him to
the admiration of every soldier-=~this hardened murderer soon
met his fate. He was shot through the breast, while repeating
the order * to give no quarter.”

Several gallant attempts were made to recover the right
bastion, but all proved unsuccessful. At this moment every
operation was arrested by the explosion of some cartridges
deposited in the end of the stone building adjoining the con-
tested bastion. The explosion was tremendous and decisive :
the bastion was restored by the flight of the British. At
this moment captain Biddle was ordered to cause a field-
piece to be posted so as to enfilade the exterior plain and
salient glacis. Though not recovered from a severe con-
tusion in the shoulder, received from one of the enemy’s
shells, Biddle promptly took his position, and served his
field-piece with vivacity and effect. Captain Fanning’s
battery likewise played upon them at this time with great ef-
fect. The enemy were in a few moments entirely defeated,

“taken, or put to flight, leaving on the field 221 killed, 174
wounded, and 186 prisoners, including 14 officers killed and 7
wounded and prisoners. A large portion were severely wound-
ed ; the slightly wounded, it is presumed, were carried off.

The loss of the Americans during the assault was seventeen
killed, fifty-six wounded, and eleven missing. ThF B.l'ltlsh ac-
knowledgeonly 57 killed, 309 wounded, and 539 missing. Dur-
ing the preceding bombardment, the loss of the Americans was

VOL. 1V. D
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7 killed, 19 severely and 17 slightly wounded. The loss of the
British is not mentioned in their official account. This bom-
bardment commenced at sun-rise on the morning of the 13th,
and continued without intermission till 8 o’clock, P. M. ; re-
commenced on the 14th, at day-light, with increased warmth ;
and did not end until an hour before the commencement of the
assault on the morning of the 15th,

¢ 7. During the night preceding the commencement of the
bombardment of Fort Erie, an unfortunate affalr for the Ame-
rican arms took place on thelake, just behind the fort, in the
surprise and capture of two schooners, b){ a nurpber of bodts
full of British soldiers. On the boats bemg hailed, .'thqy an-
swered provision-boats,” a maneuvre which dqcelved the
American officers, as boats from the fort had been in the habit
of passing and re-passing through the night. The force being
overwhelming, and the surprise complete, but little effectual re-
sistance was made, and the enterprise was completely success-
ful. The Americans had one killed and nine wounded.- The
loss of the assailants was more considerable. C

¢ 8. A short time after the assault on Fort Erie, general
Gaines received a serious wound from the bursting of a shell,
by which means the command once more devolved on general
Ripley, till the 2d of September, when the state of his health
allowed general Brown again to place himself at the head of
his army. -

The troops in Fort Erie began now to be generally. consi-
dered as in a critical situation, and much solicitude to be ex-
pressed for the fate of the army that had thrown so much glory
on the American name, menaced as it was in front by an enemy
of superior force, whose numbers were constantly receiving
additions, and whose batteries were every.day becoming more
formidable, while a river of difficult passage lay on their rear.
Reinforcements were ordered on from Champlain, but they
were yet far distant. But the genius of Brown was fully equal
to the contingency, and the difficultics with which he was en-
vironed served only to add to the number of his laurels.

. 99. Though frequent skirmishes occurred about this period,
n whxch_ individual gallantry was amply displayed, yet no event
of material consequence took place till the 17th of September,
when, having suffered much from the fire of the enemy’s batte-
ries, and aware that a new one was about to be opened, general
Brown resolved on a sortie in order to effect their destruction.
TheoB ritish infantry at this time consisted of three brigades,
of 12 or 1500 men each, one of which was stationed at the
works in front of Fort Erie, the other two occupied their camp
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behind. Brown’s intention therefore was, to storm the batte-
ries, destroy the cannon, and roughly handle the brigade
upon duty, before those in reserve could be brought into ac-
tion. ‘ ‘ ;

Qn the morning of the 17th, the infantry and riflemen, regu-
lars and militia, were ordered to be paraded and put in readi-
ness to march precisely at 12 o’clock. General Porter with
the volunteers, colonel Gibson with the riflemen, and major
Brooks with the 23d and 1st infantry, and a few dragoons act-
ing as infantry, were ordered to move from the extreme left
upon the enemy’s right, by a passage opened through the woods
for the occasion. General Miller was directed to station his
command in the ravine between Fort Erie and the enemy’s
batteries, by passing them by detachment through the skirts
of the wood—and the 21st infantry under general Ripley was
posted as a corps of reserve between the new bastions of Fort
Erie—all under cover, and out of the view of the enemy.

The left column, under the command of general Porter,
which was destined to turn the enemy’s right, having arrived
near the British entrenchments, were ordered to advance and
commence the action. Passing down the ravine, Brown judg-
ed from the report of the musketry that the action had com-
menced. Hastening, therefore, to general Miller, he directed
him to seize the moment, and pierce the enemy’s entrench-
ments between batteries No. 2 and 3. These orders were
promptly and ably executed. Within 30 minutes after the
first gun was fired, batteries No. 2 and 3, the enemy’s line of
entrenchments, and his two block-houses, were in possession of
the Americans. _

Soon after, battery No. 1 was abandoned by the British. The
guns in each"were then spiked or otherwise destroyed, and the
magazine of No. 3 was blown up.

A few minutes before the explosicn, the reserve had been
ordered up under general Ripley, and as soon as he arrived on
the ground, he was ordered to strengthen the front line, which
was then engaged with the enemy, in order to protect the de=
tachments employed in demolishing the captured works.
While forming arrangements for acting on the enemy’s camp
during the momentof panic, Ripley received a severe wound.
By this time, however, the object of the sortie being accom-
plished beyond the most sanguine expectations, general
Miller had ordered the troops on the right to fall back ; and,
‘observing this movement, Brown sent his st2ff along the line
to call in the.other corps. Within a few minutes they retired
from the ravine, and thence to the camp. '
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Thus, says general Brown, in his dispatch, 1000 regulars
and an equal portion of militia, in onc hour of cl(?se action,
blasted the hopes of the enemy, destroyed the fruits of fifty
days’ labor, and diminished his effective force 1000 men at
least. : )

In their official account of this sortie, the British published
no returns of their loss, but from their vigorous resistance it
must no doubt have been very great. Their loss in prisoners
was 385. On the part of the Americans the killed amounted
to 83, the wounded to 216, and the missing to a like number.

§ 10. A few days after this battle the British raised the
siege, and retreated behind the Chippewa. Meanwhile the
reinforcements from Plattsburg arrived at Sacket:’s Harbour,
and after a few days’ rest proceeded to the Niagara. They
crossed that river on the ninth of October, when general Izard,
being the senior officer, superceded general Brown in the com-
mand. On the 14th the army moved from fort Erie, with
the design of bringing the en=my to action. An attempt was
made to dispute the passage of a creek at Chippewa plains,
but the American artillery soon compelled the enemy to retire
to their fortified camp, when attempts were repeatedly made to
draw them out the following day, but without effect. A partial
engagement took place on the 19th, which closed the campaign
on this peninsula.

§ 11. General Bissell marched from Black Creek on the
morning of the 18th, with a body of about 900 men, for the
purpose of seizing some provisions intended for the British
troops.  After driving before them a picket, of which they
made the commanding officer prisoner, they encamped for the
night, in the course of which the advanced picket was attack-
ed by two companies of the Glengary light infantry, who
were repulsed with loss. Next morning Bissell was attacked
by a corps of about 1200 men, commanded by the marquis of
Tweedale. The light corps and rifilemen sustained the whole
fire for about fifteen minutes, with the greatest gallantry, until
the other troops were formed, and brought to their support.

The 5th regiment, under colonel Pinckney, was ordered to
skirt the woods apd turn the right flank of the enemy ; the
14th, under major Bernard, to form in front, and advance to
the support of the light troops ; the 15th and 16th regiments
were ordered to act as circumstances might require. The
well-directed fire of the light corps, and the charge of the 14th,
soon compelled the enemy to give ground ; and on discoverin
that his right flank was turned by the 5th, h di hg
utmost contusion, leavi 3 ) 1€ Tetreated 1 the,

» leaving some killed, wounded, and prison-
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ers behind. Bissell pursued them to a ravine some distance
from the scene where the action commenced. Not knowing
the ground, he did not think proper to push them further, but
soon after the country being reconnoitered, it was discovered
that they had retreated to their strong holds. A large quanti-
ty of grain was found and destroyed ; and, after burying the
few soldiers who fell, and the enemy’s dead who were left on
the ground, the detachment returned to camp. The killed,
wounded, and missing in this affair amounted to 67, of whom
12 were killed. '

§ 12. Before leaving the affairs on this frontier, it will be
proper, to mention the expedition of mounted men under gen-
eral M¢Arthur, which proceeded from Detroit towards Bur-
lington Heights, for the purpose of destroying the resources of
general Drummond’s army, and paralising any efforts which
might be made against Detroit during the winter.

The detachment, consisting of about 720 Ohio and Kentuc-
ky volunteers, and a few Indians, left Detroit about the end
of October. To mask the object of the expedition, a mave-
ment round lake St. Clair was rendered absolutely necessary.
This circuit caused the troops to be exposed to many difficul-
ties and hardships, in wading frequently along the shores of
- the lake; in the passage of several deep and rapid rivers,
sometimes without boats, and on all occasions encountering
swamps ; yet, notwithstanding these obstacles, such was the
secrecy and rapidity of the expedition, that the detachment
was enabled to enter the town of Oxford, 140 miles in the en-
emy’s country, before the inhabitants were apprised that a
force was approaching.

On the succeeding day, the detachment proceeded to Bur-
ford, where the militia had been embodied in expectation of
this expedition ; but it was found that they had retreated, a
few hours before, to Malcolm’s mills, where they were joined
by the militia from Long Point.

It was M¢Arthur’s intention to cross Grand River, .as sbon
as possible, without regarding the militia collected at Mal-
colm’s mills, and attack Burlington. But to his great morti-
fication, the river was found high and rapid from the late ex-
cessive rains. Here also the news reached him that the Ame-
rican troops had re-crossed the Niagara, leaving only a strong
garrison in fort Erie. These and other considerations pre-
sented serious objections to any attempt to pass the river; it
was therefore determined to attack and defeat or disperse the
miliiia at Malcolm’s mills, move down the Long Point road
through the Grand River settlement, destroy the valuable mills
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3 and then return to the American territory, ei-
:Eet:l z;zu::;fr?ment across Grand River at the mouth to fort
Erie, or along Talbot-street to the Tl'lameg. )

To that effect, a detachment was directed to remain and en-

age the attention of the enemy, whilst the principal forqc

should be withdrawn and marched to Malcolm’s mills. The
enemy, consisting of four or five hundrec_l militia and a few lIn-
dians, was found fortified on commanding ground beyond a
ereck, deep and.difficult of passage, except at a bridge mme-
diately in front of their works, which had been destroyed. Ar-
rangements were made for a joint attack on the fx:ont and rear.
The Ohio troops, with the advance guard and Indians, were ac-
cordingly thrown across the creek under cover of a thick wooed),
to approach the enemy in rear, whilst the Kentucky troops
were to attack in front, as soon as the attention of the enemy
was engaged by the attack in the rear. The enemy would
have been completely surprised and captured, had not an un-
fortunate yell by the Indians announced the approach of the
detachment destined to attack their rear ; they were, however,
defeated and dispersed, with the loss, in the skirmishes on that
day, of one captain and seventeen privates killed, nine pri-
vates wounded, and three captains, five subalterns, and one
hundred and three privates made prisoners; whilst the loss -
of the Americans was only one killed and six wounded. Ear-
ly next morning the enemy were pursued on the road to Dover,
many made prisoners, and five valuable mills destroyed.

Apprehensive that the troops could not be supplied on the
rout to fort Erie, and that difficulties would occur in the pas-
sage of Grand River, together with the uncertainty which ex-
isted as to the position of general Izard’s army, M‘Arthur
was induced to return to Detroit by the way of Talbot-street
and the Thames, which was happily effected on the 17th of
November. ) '
. Thus this active body of men penetrated two hundred miles
into the enemy’s territory, destroyed two hundred stand of
arms, together with five of their most valuable mills ; paroled
or dispersed the greater portion of the efficient militia of that
part of Upper Canada west of Grand River; and then return-
ed in safety to Detroit, with the loss of only one man.

§13. Meanwhile, the approach of winter rendering it ne-
cessary for the army to retire to comfortable quarters, general
Izard crossed the major part of his troops into the American

territory, leaving a garrison in Erie, which also was soon af-
ter withdrawn, .
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Thus ended a third campaign in Upper Canada, without a
single important conquest being secured. The operations of
the army under Brown, however, are not to be considered as
worthless and inefficient. - They have, in the most complete
manner, effaced the stain thrown on the army by the imbecile
efforts of its infancy, and have cast a lustre on the American
name, by a series of the most brilliant victories, over troops
heretofore considered matchless, Nor ought we to lose
sight of the effect produced by these events on the country at
large, actively engaged as was almost every citizen, in repel-
ling, or in preparing to repel, the invaders of their homes.
This effect was without doubt extensively beneficial ; and per-
haps it may not be improper to ascribe to Brown and his gal-
lant companions in arms a part of that renown which the arms
of the United States have acquired by the defeat, in almost ev-

ery instance, of the powerful forces with which it has.been
assailed.
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CHAPTER III.

§ 1. British depredations in the Chesapeake. § 2. Movements of Bar-
ney’s flotilin. § 3. Measures for the defence of Baltimore and Wash-
ington. § 4. Arrival of the expedition under general Ross. § 5.
Landing and movements of the British army. §6. Battle of Bla-
densburg. § 7. Capture of Washington, and destruction of the pub-
lic buildings. § 8. Retreat of the British. § 9. Fort Warburton
blown up. § 10. Alexandria plundered. § 11. Preparations for cut-
ting off the retreat of the plunderers. §12. Bombardment of the bat.
teries under commodores Porter and Perry. § 13 Commodore Rod-
gers’ fire-ships. § 14. Defeat and death of sir Peter Parker.

§ 1. THE British squadron in the Chesapeake, under ad-
miral Cockburn, still continued their system of plundzr and
devastation along the coasts of the bay, and the numerous ri-
vers of which it forms the estuary. The principal, if not the
only naval protection to this exposed coast, consisted of the flo-
tilla under commodore Barney, but this presented but a very
imperfect protection to this extensive line of frontier.

§2. On the 1st of June, the flotilla, making sail from the
mouth of the Patuxent, with the wind from the northward,
discovered two of the enemy’s schooners down the bay. The
schooners made signals and fired guns ; when a large ship was
seen getting under way, which dispatched a number of barges
to the assistance of the schooners.  Unfortunately at this time
.the wind shifted, which brought the ship to windward, and
Barney was thus forced to put back into the Patuxent, whither
he was followed by a seventy-four, three schooners, and seven
barges with a fresh wind. But the gun-boats being in the
rear, particularly one which was laden with provisions, Barney

soon found it necessary to hazard an engagement to prevent '

their capture. Accordingly, bringing his sloop and one of the
gun-boats to an anchor, he sent men on board of the provision
boat, to assist in bringing her in, and made signals for his
barges to return and join him. At this moment his sloop and
gun-boat opened a fire on a schooner of the enemy, which was

leading in with a number of barges. She immediately bore

up, and got her boats ahead to tow her off, seei 1

' seeing which the
American barges rowed down upon her and the ogthet' schdo-
uers, and gave them a number of shot at long distance. But
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the chase was soon given up, and the flotilla returned to port.
During the firing, a British barge threw a number of rockets,
which did no execution.

On the 8th, the enemy béing reinforced with a razee and
a sloop of war brig, the flotilla moved up the Patuxent to the
mouth of St. Leonard’s creek, and on being followed by the
British squadron, they moved up the creek about two miles,
and moored in line, abreast, across the channel, where they
prepared for action. The creek not being accessible to ships,
the barges of the enemy, fifteen in number, were dispatched
against the flotilla. As they approached, they advanced a rocket
barge, at which several shot were fired by the flotilla, but they
fell short, as rockets can be thrown a greater distance than
shot. Barney, therefore, got his barges, thirteen in number,
under weigh, and leaving the sloop and gun-boats at anchor,
they rowed down upon the enemy, who precipitately fled from
their position. The pursuit was continued till the flotilla came
near the enemy’s shipping, when, after firing a few shot, the
American barges returned to their moorings. In the after-
noon, the British barges again came up, again threw rockets,
and were again pursued out of the creek.

During these encounters, the British are said to have suf-
fered considerably. The large schoonet was nearly destroyed,
having several shot through her at the water’s edge; her deck
torn up, gun dismounted, and mainmast nearly cut off about
half way up, and otherwise much cut. They ran her ashore
to prevent her sinking. The commodore’s boat was cut in
two ; a shot went through the rocket boat ; one of the small
schooners, carrying two thirty-two pounders, had a shot which
raked her from aft forward. The boats generally suffered ;
but their loss was not ascertained.

On the 15th, the enemy having received further reinforce-
ments, sent a detachment of boats up the river, which took
possession of Benedict and Marlborough, the latter only 18
miles from Washington. After plundering a quantity of stock,
and burning the tobacco warehouses, which, according to the
British statement, contained 2500 hogsheads of tobacco, they
returned to their ships.

Shortly after this affair, in order to extricate the flotilla from
its confined situation, a battery was hastily thrown up ona
point of land at the junction of St. Leonard’s creek and the
Patuxent, and a combined attack being made by the flotilla
and a small body of infantry and artillery, the British squad-
ron was forced to drop down the Patuxent, which enabled
commodore Barney to pass his flotilla up that river.

VOL. IV, E '
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¢ 3. At this time no appreheqsions were entertained of any
serious attack being made on any important point by the enemy’s
forces in the Chesapeake. But towards the end of June, cer-
tain intelligence was received of the complete success of the
allies in the subjugation of France, and government were
led to belicve, as well from communications received from our
ministers abroad, as from the tone of the British prints, that
a powerful force was about to be sent to the United States. A
variety of considerations pointed to Washington City and Bal-
timore as prominent objects of attack.

Immediate measures of defence had the.:rcf.ore become ne-
cessary ; and accordingly, a new military district was created,
embracing the state of Maryland, the District of ,Cp}umbna,
and that part of Virgmialying between the Rappahannock and
Potomack, the command of which was given to general Win-
der. A requisition was made on certain states for a corps of
93,500 militia, and the executive of each state was requested
to detach and hold in readiness for immediate service their re-
spective quotas. Of that requisition, 2000 effectives from the
quota of Virginia; 5000 from that of Pennsylvania ; 6000,
the whole quota of Maryland ; and 2000, the estimated num-
ber of the militia of the District of Columbia, were put at the
disposition of general Winder, making an aggregate of 15,000,
exclusive of about 1000 regulars. But this force, which, had
it been well organized, and ready to mect the foe at any threat-
ened point, would have been amply sufficient for defence, to-
tally failed in the hour of need. From the tardiness incident
to'the present imperfect militia system of the United States,
the Virginia and Pennsylvania troops could not be organized
in time to' meet the enemy, although the battle whic%n seal- .
ed the fate of Washington did not take place till a month after
they were called out. And even of the Maryland militia, nearly
one half joined the army but half an hour before the action.
A considerable part of this delay was occasioned by general
Winder’s not receiving the authority to call out the state troops
for some time after it was issued, owing to his being constant-
ly in motion at this period, in order to acquire a complete
knowledge of the topography of the district. ’

94. During the month of July, the enemy’s fleet ascended
bot?\ the Potomack and Patuxent, and committed great depre-
dat_lons,.particularly on “he former river. A dmiral Cochrane
arrived in the Chesapeake in the beginning of August, and on
the 17th, the fleet, now in great force, was joined by admiral

Malcolm, with the ex edition from B i in
Baltimore and Washixl:gton. ermuda, desﬁlngd against
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§ 5. The circumstance of Barney’s flotilla having taken shel-
ter at the head of the Patuxent proved extremely favourable
to an attack on Washington, as it masked the intention of the
enemy. This attack, therefore, being determined on, Coch-
rane moved his squadron up the river. Previously to his en-
tering the Patuxent, however, he detached captain Gordon,
with a number of ships and bombs to the Potomack, to bom-
bard fort Warburton, with a view of destroying that fort, and

-opening a free communication above, as well as to cover the

retreat of the army, should its return by the Bladensburg road -
" be found too hazardous. Sir Peter Parker, with the Mene-
laus and some small vessels, was sent up the Chesapeake to
make a diversion in that quarter. The remainder of the naval
force, and the troops, moved up the Patuxent to Benedict,
where the army was landed upon the 19th and 20th.

So soon as the necessary provisions and stores could be as-
sembled and arranged, major-general Ross, with his army,
moved towards Nottingham, while the British flotilla, consist-
ing of the armed launches, pinnaces, barges, and other boats
of the fleet, under admiral Cockburn, passed up the river,
keeping on the right flank of the army, for the double purpose
of supplying it with provisions, and, if necessary, of passing
it over to the left bank of the river, which secured a safe re-
treat to the ships, should it be judged necessary. The army
reached Nottingham on the 21st, and the following day arri-
ved at Marlborough. The flotilla, keeping pace with the ar-
my, arrived within sight of Barney’s flotilla on the 22d. It
was instantly set on fire by a small party of sailors who had
been left for that purpose, the commodore having previously
joined general Winder with the greater part of his force. The
flotilla soon blew up, excepting one vessel, which fell into the
hands of the enemy. o

While a large regular army, well disciplined and accoutred,
accompanied with a strong naval force, was thus within 16 miles
of the American capital, the principal part of the force des-
tined ta defend it had not arrived, and a considerable portion
still remained at their homes. Fhe actual force under general
Winder only amounted to about 3000 men, of whom 1400
were regulars, including the marines and sea-fencibles under
ecommodore Bargey ; the remainder were volunteers and mi-
litia, principally from the District of Columbia. The force
of the enemy at this time was variously estimated. The best
opinion made them from 5000 to 7000. They were without
cavalry, and had only two small field-pieces and one howitzer,
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drawn by men. Four hundred of the American troops were
cavalry, and they had 17 pieces of artillery. )

On the afternoon of the 23d the British army again set out,
and after some skirmishing with the American advance, in
which the latter were compelled to retreat, bivouacked for the
night five miles in advance of Marlborough. Towards sun.
set, general Winder ordered his troops to retreat to Washmg-
ton, that he might effect a union of his whole forces. o this
he was also induced by the fear of a night attack, from the su-
periority of the enemy, and want of discipline in his troops,
and knowing that in such an attack his superiority in artillery
could not he used.

Meanwhile general Stansbury arrived at Bladensburg on the
22d with about 1300 Baltimore militia, and on the evening of
the 23d he was joined by colonel Sterrett with another militia
regiment from Baltimore, about 500 strong, a rifle battalion of
about 150 men, and two companies of volunteer artillery, al- .
so about 150 strong ; making Stansbury’s whole force about
2100. Most of these troops were extremely fatigued by their
march from Baltimore.

General Stansbury encamped during the night of.the 23d
on a hill near Bladensburg, with the intention of attacking the
enemy at reveille next morning, in compliance with previous
orders from general Winder. Near midnight, a firing from
the advanced pickets on the road by which the enemy was ex-
pected, caused the troops to be prepared for action, and they
were kept under arms till after two the following morning ; and
hardly had they again retired to their tents, when information
was reccived from general Winder that he had retreated to the
city by the Eastern branch bridge. As this movement of
Winder exposed both the rear and right flank of Stansbury’s
troops, and his officers, whom he immediately consulted, were
unanimous 1n opinion that his situation on the hill could not
be defeqded with the force then under his command, worn
down with hunger and fatigue as they were, it was considered
indispensably necessary that the troops should immediately re-
tire across the bridge at Bladensburg, and take a position
:‘::‘cﬂi‘t they C;O(;Jld defend on the road between. that place and
g prz. ar tro ers w}o.;:re tIherefore Instantly given to strike tents
or con fl})sion tlt::a:fh(;le n abqut thlrt.y minutes, wgthout noise
three in the ;noming as‘::(lie tllln l:n.onon, and about half past
leads . pass e bridge at Bladensburg, which

ads to the city of Washington.  Securing th £
prise, the troops halted in th 1l the aopeay (FOM Sur

e road till the approach of day,
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with a view of finding some place where water could be had,
that the men might partake of some refreshment.

§ 6. Early in the morning of the 24th, the troops were
again put in motion towards the city, with a view of taking a
stand on some more favourable ground for defence, when or-
ders were received from general Winder to give the enemy
battle at Bladensburg, should he move that way, and that he
would join, if necessary. Stansbury immediately ordered his
troops to retrace their steps to Bladensburg, and took a posi-
tion to the west of that place, in an orchard on the left of the
Washington road. Here his artillery, consisting of six six-
pounders, posted themselves behind a small breastwork of
carth, which had been lately thrown up, and the riflemen and
infantry were posted in the rear and to the left, so as to pro-
tect the position. This battery commanded the pass into Bla-
densburg, and the bridge leading to Washington.

- Meanwhile general Winder’s troops, including commodore
Barney’s command, made a rapid march from Washington,
and arrived upon the ground just as the enemy made their ap-
pearance behind Bladensburg., Colonel Beall, with about 800
militia from Annapolis, had crossed the bridge about half an
hour before, and posted himself on the right of the Washing-
ton road. The force which had arrived from the city was
formed in a second line on the right and left of the road in the
rear of Stansbury’s and Beall’s command, the heavy artillery
under commodore Barney being posted on or near the road.

About half after 12, while the second line was forming, the
enemy approached, and the battle commenced. The Balti-
more artillery opened their fire, and dispersed the enemy’s
light troops now advancing along the street of the village, who
toek a temporary cover behind the houses and trees, 1n loose
order, and presented objects only occasionally for the fire of
the cannon. The enemy then commenced throwing his rock-
ets, and his light troops began to concentrate near the bridge,
and to press across it and the river, which was fordable above.
'The Baltimore riflemen now united with the fire of the batte-
ry ; and, for some time with considerable effect. The enemy’s
column was not only dispersed while in the street, but while
approaching the bridge they were thrown into some confusion,
and the British officers were seen exerting themselves to press
the soldiers on, Having now gained the bridge, the enemy
passed it rapidly, and immediately flanked, formed the line,
and advanced steadily-on, which compelled the artillery and
riflemen to give way. But they were soon rallied, ‘and united
with the other Baltimore troops at a small distance in the rear
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of their first position. One of the pieces of artillery was
abandoned and spiked. )

A company of volunteer artillery from the city, under the
command of captain Burch, and a small detachment near it,
now opened a cross fire on the enemy, who were partially shel-
tered by the trees of an orchard, and kept up a galling fire on
part of the American line. Colonel Sterret, with one of the
Baltimore regiments, was ordered to advance, and made a
prompt movement until ordered to halt; for at this moment
the other two Baltimore regiments w=re thrown into confusioa
by the rockets of the enemy, and began to give way. Ina
few minutes they took to flight, in defiance of all the exertions
of generals Winder and Stansbury and other officers.  Burch’s
artillery and Sterret’s regiment remained firm, until, being
out flanked, they were ordered to retreat, with a view of
re-forming at a small distance in the rear. But instead of retir-
ing in order, the miiitia regiment retreated in disorder and
confusion. Thus was the first line, which consisted almost
exclusively of Baltimore militia, ‘totally routed and put to
flight.

On the right colonels Beall and Hood, commanding the An-
napolis militia, had thrown forward a small detachment, un-
d_er colonel Kramer., After maintaining their ground for some
time with considerable injury to the enemy, this advance was
driven back on the main body. Their retreat exposed the
enemy’s column in the road to the city artillery, under major
Peter, which continued an animated discharge on them till
they came in contact with commodore Barney’s command.
Here the enemy met the greatest resistance, and sustained the
greatest loss, while advancing upon the retreating line. When
the. British came in full view, and in a heavy column in the
main road, Barney ordered an eightecen pounder to be openéd
upon them, which completely cleared the road, and repulsed
them. In several attempts to rally and advance, the enemy
were again repulseq, which induced them to flank to the right
of the American line in an open field. Here three twelve-
Founde“} opened upon them, and the flotilla men acted as in-
i:nt:gt'i:lth' cltins1derable effect. The enemy continued flank-

g e right, and pressed upon the Annapolis militi4, which
%‘:1"6 Vtial}; after three or four rounds of ineffectual fite, while
o ek ok and eber eficersstempted o ally he mn
had the Wholepfor lon.f \ ommodore Barney’s command now
tish never apai. c}? of the enemy to contend with. ) The Bri-
front, byt gam, however, attempted to appear in force in

’ continuing to outflank, pushed forward a few scat-
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tering sharp- shooters, by whom Barney was wounded, and
several of his officers killed or wounded. Being now com-
pletely outflanked on both sides, the ammunition-waggons
having gone off in disorder, and that which the marines and
flotilla men had being exhausted, Barney ordered a retreat ;
in consequence of his wound, he himself was made prisoner. -
His pieces fell into the hands of the enemy.

The Georgetown and city militia, aud the few regulars
which were on the field, still remained firm; but being now
also outflanked, they were ordered by general Winder to re-
treat,” which was effected with as much order as the nature of
the ground would permit. After retiring five or six hundred
paces, they were halted and formed, but were again ordered to
retreat, and to collect and form on the height near the capitol.
Here they were joined by a regiment of Virginia militia, who
had arrived in the city the preceding evening, but had been
detained there by some difficulties which had arisen in furnish-
ing them with arms and ammunition.

General Winder had endeavoured to direct the retreat of
the Baltimore troops towards the city, but from the confusion

in which they fled, was not able to effect it, and they directed

their course northwardly towards Montgomery court-house.
‘This wrong direction to their course was principally caused
by their ignorance of there being a second line of troops be-
hind them, general Winder’s forces having arrived just as the
action commenced. ,

The British estimated their loss in this battle at 64 killed,
and 185 wounded. The loss of the Americans was estimated
by the superintending surgeon at 10 or 12 killed, and about 30
wounded, some of whom afterwards died. The most proba-
ble estimate of the British force made it about 4500 ; of the
American 6000 ; but it must be recollected that the enemy’s
troops were all regulars, whio had seen service, and were led
by able officers of great experience, while the American
troops were all militia, with the exception of a few hundred
seamen and regulars ; that one half of them were not collect-
ed together till the day before the engagcment, and about 800
did not arrive till a few minutes before its commencement ;
that from the uncertainty whether Baltimore, the city of
Washington, or Fort Washington, would be selected as the
point of attack, it was necessary that the troops should fre-
quently change their positions, owing to which, and to alarms
causelessly excited on the night of the 23d, they were all much
fatigued, and many of them nearly exhausted at the time
when the hostile army was crossing the bridge ; and finally,
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that the officers commanding the troops were generally un-
known to general Winder, and but a very small number of
them had enjoyed the benefit of military instruction or expe-
rience. When these circumstances are taken into considera-
tion, we think we shall not hazard much in.asserting, now
that the violent feelings of the moment have subsided, that
the American militia rather gained’ than lost honour on the
field of Bladensburg., The Baltimore troops fought gallantly,
until forced to retreat by their flanks being tarned.. While
retreatic.z, by order of théir commander, they were thrown
into canfusion by a new mode of warfare, of which the ef-
fects were to them totally unknown*. = The bravery of Bar-
ney’s command needs no comment, and the orderly retreat of
the Ant=polis and District of Columbia militia, in the face of
a regular army of superior numbers (now that the Baltimore
troops had dispersed), is above all praise. L
A, remarkable circumstance attendant on this battle ‘was

the presence of the American president and heads of depart-
ments. They retreated with the second line of troops to
Washington, where a consultation was held with the com-
manding general as to the propriety of making a stand on the
heights near the capitol, or in the capitol itself. General
tV¥inder stated, that the diminution of his force was such as
to render it impossible to place his troops in a position which
would prevent the enemy from taking him on the flanks as
well as in front; and that no reasonable hope could be enter-
tained, that any of the troops could be relied on to make a
resistance as desperate as necessary, in an isolated building,
which could not be supported by a sufficiency of troops with=
out: indeed it would have taken nearly the whole of the
troops, he said, to have sufficiently filled the two wingst, which
would have left the enemv masters of every other part of the
city, and given him the opportunity, without risk, in 24 hours
to have starved them into a surrender. The objection equally
applied to the occupation of any particular part of the city.
It was accordingly determined to retire through Georgetowny
and take post on the heights in the rear of that place, with a
view .of- collec{:mg together the whole of the forces.

tis 1mpossible, says the commander of the militia of the
district, in his dispatch ; it is impossible to do justice to the

* Some of the finest troops of France we : .
3 re h
rocket brigade at the battle of Leipsic. thrown into confusion by? €

+ The two wings constituted the whole of the capitol, the central part

of the building n, havi 1 v
by a slight wo%de;v;;lle:;':ng been erected. The wings were connected
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anguish evinced by the troops of Washington and George-
town, on the receipt of this order. The idea of leaving
their families, their houses, and their homes, at the mercy of
an enraged enemy, was insupportable. To preserve that or-
der which was maintained during the retreat, was now no
longer practicable.  As they retired through Washington and
Georgetown, numbers were obtaining and taking leave to
visit their homes, and again rejoining; and with ranks thus
broken and scattered, they halted at night on the heights near
Tenly Town, and on the ensuing day assembled at Montgo-
mery court-house.

§ 7. Meanwhile general Ross, after halting his army a short
time for refreshment, pushed on towards Washington, where
he arrived unmolested about eight in the evening., Having
stationed his main body on the heights about a mile and a half
east of the capitol, he led his advance, consisting of about 700
men, into the deserted city.

Woashington, though denominated a city, and though the
seat of the federal government, possesses but an inconsidera-
ble population, which is sparsely scattered over an extensive
site. The capitol stands near the centre of the city ; the presi-
dent’s palace and navy yard are each distant about a mile
from that building, in opposite directions. Around each of
these situations, stands what would elsewhere be denominated
a village, and a few scattering rows of buildings have been
erected on the avenue leading from the capitol to the presi-
dent’s house, and thence to Georgetown, each about a mile in
length. The number of houses in the city does not exceed
nine hundred ; its inhabitants amount to about eight thousand.
The capitol and the president’s house are built of a beautiful
white freestone, and have been deservedly esteemed the finest
specimens of architecture in the United States, if not upon
the continent. The capitol was in an unfinished state, the two
wings only having been erected ; the upper part of the north
wing contained the senate-chamber, with the committee
rooms, and office containing their archieves, and the congres-
sional library, a valuable collection of books ; in the lower
. part was the hall of the supreme court of the United States.
The southern wing was exclusively devoted to the hall of
the house of representatives and their necessary offices, tl_le
whole of the upper part being occupied by the hall and its
galleries. . '

Washington, thus abandoned to the British arms, presented
now a most deplorable scene. Though surre_ndered w1t.hout
the slightest opposition, and though totally without fortifica-

VOL, IV. F
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tions, the British naval and military commanders <(admiral
Cockburn and general Ross) immediately issued orders for,
and personally superintended the conflagration of the public
buildings, with all the testimonials of taste and literature
which they contained. The capitol and the president’s house,
together with the costly and extensive buildings erected for
the accommodation of the principal officers of government in
the transaction of public business, were, on the memorable
night of the 24th of August, consigned to the flames. The
large hotel on the capitol hill, the great bridge across the Po-
tomac, and the private rope-walks, shared the same fate.

A consultation had been held by the president and the heads
of departments on the subject of the navy yard, on the morn-
ing preceding the battle of Bladensburg. The secretary of
the navy described the situation of the public vessels, and the
nature of the public property, at that establishment ; the vast
importance of the supplies, and of the shipping, to the enemy,
particularly as there appeared to be no doubt of his squadron
forming a junction with his army, should it succeed in the con-
The “same. morning, Shat Tort Washingtan could wot be do

, that ashington could not be de-
fended) ; and as, in this event, nothing could be more clear
than that he would first plunder, and then destroy the build-
ings and improvements ; or if unable to carry off the plunder
and the shipping, he would destroy the whole. And if the
Junction should be formed, it would be a strong inducement
to the enemy to remain, in order to launch the new frigate,
which the force at his command would accomplish in four or
iitve days.d Iif: would then carry off the whole of the public

ores and shipping, and dest H . H
the mean timel,)pgregatly ext::(i'oz’he[hg (I:Ztabfl'lixbmem’ o
devastation, . Thous. io, et eld of his plunder and
formed or. hed 5‘3 In either case, whether the junction was
» Or whether the army alone entered the city, the loss
or destruction of the whole of the publi h
navy yard was certain. It was, therefore, d. property at the
. . » therefore, determined, as the

result of this consultation, that th ic shippi ,

4 mili » that the public shipping, and naval
and military stores, and provision h
be destroyed, in the evdns f hs at the navy yard, should
sion of the city, Agreoably t l'e‘. enemy’s obfammg posses-
which had been, previa ly_ o this determination, the trains,
the enemy, and f:he bsl'y balfi, were fired on the approach of
soon Wrap’ped in ﬂ,f ublic buildings, stores, and vessels were

mes, and were all destroyed, excepting

the new .
manner. Scr}ll%?? Lynx, which escaped in an extraordinary
ssuing store of the yard, and its contents,
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which had escaped the original conflagration, were soon after
totally destroyed by the enemy.

. The only loss which the enemy sustained in the city was at
Greenleaf’s point. A detachment was sent down to destroy
it, and in the midst of their devastations, a firebrand having
been thrown into a dry well in which a quantity of powder
had been previously hidden, it exploded with great violence,
by which a number of lives were lost.

Nearly the whole of the male population having joined the
army, a great number of houses were broken open and plun-
dered by the blacks and a few disorderly inhabitants. The
conduct of the British in general was orderly*.

The utmost efforts of general Winder were now devoted to
collect his troops, and to prepare them to move down toward
the city, and hang upon and strike at the enemy whenever an
opportunity occurred. The next morning, however, intelli-
gence was received that the enemy had moved from Washing-
ton the preceding night, and was in full march for Baltimore.
Winder accordingly advanced as rapidly as was practicable to
that city ; but on his arrival at Snell’s bridge, on the Patuxent,
Winder learned that the enemy was proceeding to Marlbo-
rough, and not toward Baltimore.

§ 8. Having completed the destruction of the public build-
. ings in the course of the 25th, the British left the city at nine
that night, and by a rapid march reached Marlborough in the
course of the next day. On the evening of the 29th they
reached Benedict, and re-embarked the following day.

§ 9. Meanwhile captain Gordon proceeded up the Potomac
with his squadron, consisting of two frigates, two bomb-ves-
sels, two rocket-ships, and a schooner. Owing to the shoals,
and contrary winds, they were not able to reach Fort Wash-
ington, about fifteen miles below the city, until the’eveninﬁ
of the 27th, two days after the army under Ross had com-
menced their retreat. The bomb-ships immediately began to
bombard the fort ; but on the bursting of the first shell, the
garrison was observed to retreat, and ip a short time, to
the great surprise of the British commander, the fort was
blown up. A

* The famous (or rather infamous) Cockburn must be excepted from this
remark. He so far laid aside the dignity of a British admxg'al as meanly
to revenge himself on the property of a prjnter, who, he said, had been
giving him some hard rubs. A file of soldiers were employed to ransack
his office and destroy his types and presses. What a magnanimous spece
tacle ! what a chivalrous spirit was here displayed! :
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When the British army first left the Patuxent, their destina-
tion could not be forctold by general Winder. Baltimore,
Fort Washington, and the federal city seemed equally toreat-
ened. Fort Washington, which commands the Potomac,
was considered almost impregnable to any attack by water,
though too weak to be detended against any large force by
land. Captain Dyson, the commander, therefore, was in-
structed, in case the British army should approach his rear,
to blow up the fort, and proceed with his command across the
Potomack. But nothing was farther from the mtention of
general Winder than that this important post should be deser-
ted, on being attacked by a naval force*.

§ 10. Nothing was now left to oppose the progress of the
British squadron, and they proceeded slowly up the river to
Alexandria, with their barges employed in sounding in ad-
vance.

On the day preceding the battle of Bladensburg, a com-
mittee of vigilance, which had been appointed by the inhabi-
tants to watch over the safety of Alexandria, in this time of
peril, despairing, they allege, of recciving any assistance from
the general government, and having information of the rapid
approach of the enemy towards the capital by land, and that
their squadron was approaching Alexandria by water, deemed
it their duty to recommend to the common council the passage
of a resolution, that in case the British vessels should pass the
fort, or their forces approach the town by land, and there should
be no sufficient force to oppose them, with any reasonable pros-
pect of success, they should appoint a committee to carry a flag
to the officer commanding the enemy’s force about to attack
the town, and to procure the best terms in their power for the
safety of persons, houses, and property. This resolution was
unanimonly adopted by the common council, and on the ar-
rival of the British at Washington, a flag was sent to the Bri-
tish commander there, to know what treatment might be ex-
pected from him, in case his troops should approach Alexan-
dria, and should succeed in obtaining possession of the town.
The deputation were assured by admiral Cockburn, that pri-
vate property of all descriptions sheuld be respected ; that it

* Captain Dyson alleged, in justi 3
; ged, in justification, that he had learnt that the en-
:tfll;}l’rh::\d be;]en reinforced at Btenedict, 2006 strong, and that they were on
arch to_co-operate with the fleet, in addition to the force which

f .
. ust have been, } s |
martial, and dismissed the service, ¢ was shortly after tricd by a court
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was probable that fresh provisions and some flour might be
wanted, but that whatever they did take should be paid for.

After the blowing up of Fort Washington a similar deputa-
tion was dispatched to the naval commander. But Gerdon
had other intentions than those avowed by Cockburn. He
would give no reply until he had placed his shipping in such a
position before the town, as would ensure assent to the hard
terms he had decided to enforce. These were, the surrender
of all naval and ordnance stores, public and private, and all the
shipping and merchandize of the town. Gordon having ar-
ranged his vessels along the town, the defenceless inhabitants
were forced to submit ; and the plunderers took possession of
three ships, three brigs, several bay and river craft, 16,000
barrels of flour, 1000 hogsheads of tobacco, 150 bales of cot-
ton, and wine, sugar, and other articles to the value of about
five thousand dollars. :

‘§ 11. But though Gordon, with his buccaneering crew, had
thus taken possession of Alexandria, without a single gun be-
ing fired against him, he was not destined to carry off his booty
entirely unmolested. General Hungerford arrived near Alex-
andria with the Virginia militia, and commodores Rodgers,
Porter, and Perry, with a detachment of sailors from Balti-
more, It was not deemed proper to disturb the enemy at
Alexandria, as that would probably cause the destruction of
the place. Commodore Porter, therefore, proceeded down
theriver,and threw up an entrenchment on a bluff, not far from
the ruins of the fort, on the opposite side of the river; and
commodore Perry threw up another a little below. The ar-
rival of a small despatch vessel, which had to fight its way past
Porter’s battery, convinced Gordon he had no time to lose,
and he therefore precipitately left Alexandria, without waiting
to destroy the stores which he had not the means of carrying
off.

§ 12. To endeavour to clear the passage, Gordon first sent
down a bomb-ship and two barges, one carrying a long thirty-
two pounder, the other a mortar. These vessels commenced
their operations on Porter’s battery, the bomb-ship throwing
shells in front, out of the reach of shot, the barges flanking on
the right.

When the small vessel passed upwards, the preceding day,
Porter had only two small four-pounders, but ‘the same even-
ing two eighteen pounders reached his position. His force
consisted principally of sailors ; some navy and militia cilicers
and private citizens acted as volunteers. General Hunger-
ford’s militia, who were ordered to co-operate, were stationed
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in the woods on each side of the hattery, in such positions as
would effectually protect its rear, in the event of the enemy’s
landing. These positions, it was supposed, would have ena-
bled them to clear the enemy’s decks with their musketry, and
in a great measure serve to divert his fire from the battery,
while the thick woods on the high bank would conceal them
from view.

The firing lasted all day without intermission; several
shells fell near, and burst over the battery, but this had no
other effect than to accnstom the militia to the danger.  In the
afternoon, Porter took an eighteen pounder to a more advanced
point, about a mile distant, and commenced a fire on the bomb-
ship, which did so much execution as to draw on him the fire
of all the vessels, including a schooner and an eighteen gun
brig which had dropped down that day.

The following day (August 3) Gordon left Alexandria with
his prizes, which he anchored above the battery, out of the
reach of the cannon. The bombarding vessels were reinforced
by another bomb-ship, and a sloop of war fitted up as a rocket
ship. The latter anchoring within reach of the battery, Porter
was enabled to play on her with great ¢ffect, and compelled her
to change her position. Al this day and the succeeding night,
the enemy kept up a brisk fire of shot, shells, and rockets.

¢ 13. Within a few hours of the departure of the enemy,
commodore Rodgers arrived at Alexandria from above, with
three small fire-vessels, under the protection of four barges or
cutters manned with about 60 seamen armed with muskets.
He immediately proceeded to attack two frigates and a bomb-
ship, which lay about two miles below. The failure of the
wind, just as they were within reach of the enemy, prevented -
any beneficial effect being produced. On their approach, the
whole of the enemy’s boats were put in motion. Some were em-
ployed intowing off the fire-vessels, and the remainder in pur-
suit gf Rodgers’ cutters. They did not,however, venture tocome
within musket shot, though much superior both in force and
numbers, but continued at a distance firing their great guns for
about half an hour, and then retired to their ships.

_The following day another fire-vessel was prepared ; but it
t)::ng calm, Rodgers ordered his lieutenant and the four cut-

S to proceed with a lighter, carrying an eighteen pounder,
to attack a bomb-ship, which, in the anxiety of the enemy to
ﬁet below the works which Porter and Perry had thrown up,
had been left exposed to attack. At sun-set, however, just as
v:rve:’;soz:]beou; tg give or(;lers' to attack the bomb, Rodgers disco-

of tne enemy’s frigates behind a point, which obliged
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him to relinquish this determination, and give orders to pro-
ceed across to the Virginia shore, to haul up the boats, and
place the lighter in a situation to be defended against the barges
of the enemy.. ‘ '

About nine o’clock at night, Rodgers again shifted his situa-
tion to the opposite shore, owing to a man being scized under
suspicious circumstances on the beach, near a small boat, about
a mile above the enemy’s headmost silip. The cutters were
now hauled up, the lighter placed in an advantageous position,
and the seamen on the top of a cliff overlooking the river.
Scarcely had this arrangement been completed, when an attack
was made by all the enemy’s barges. It was met with great
intrepidity, the enemy were thrown into confusion, and driven
back with loss. The only injury which Rodgers sustained,
was one man wounded on board the lighter. .

The work at Porter’s battery continued to go on ; five lighe
field-pieces, from four to six pounders, arrived and were plant-
ed, and hopes were entertained of soon receiving some long
thirty-two pounders from Washington; a furnace was built
for hot shot, and time only appeared necessary to make the bat-
tery formidable. The whole of the 4th and 5th, an incessant
fire was kept up by the enemy night and day. He had once at-
tempted landing at night, it is supposed with an intention of
spiking the guns of the battery, but was repulsed by the picket
guasd. The plan of ahnoying him by advancing guns was now
adopted with better effect than before. The rocket-ship lying
close in shore, was much cut up by a twelve pounder and two
sixes carried to a point; scarcely a shot missed its hull, and
for one hour the fire of all the enemy’s force was drawn to this
point. :

The want of ammunition new caused a suspension of firing
at the battery at a most unfortunate moment, just as commo-
d’ﬁ? Rodgers was approaching with his last fire-ship. The
enemy being thus enabled to direct the whole of their atten-
tion towards him, Rodgers was forced to fire the vessel pre-
maturely, and order his boats to retire, to prevent their being
taken possession of by the numerous barges of the enemy.

. Some thirty-two pounders now arrived at the battery, and
carpenters were employed to make carriages. Two mortars,
a large quantity of ammunition, and an abundance of shot and
shells were also received; two barges were equipping, and
every thing promised that the battery would speedily be put in-
a proper state for annoying the enemy. In the evening two
frigates anchored above, making the whele force of the enemy
opposed to the battery three frigates, three bomb-ships, a
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sloop of war, a brig, a schooner, and two barges, carrying al-
together 173 guns. The guns mount.ed in the battery were
three 18 pounders, two 12 pounders, six 9 pguuders, and two
fours. The two mortars were without carriages, as were all
the thirty-twos, for notwithstanding every effort was made,
both at Washington and on the spot, they could not be com-
pleted in time. ) o

On the morning of the 6th, the enemy showing a disposition
to move, intelligence to that effect was sent to general Hunger-
ford, and preparations made to meet them at the battery with
hot shot. About 12 o’clock the two frigates got under way,
with a fair wind and tide, and stood down ; the rocket-sloop,
bomb-vessels, brig, schooner, and prizes followed in succes-
sion, the gun-boats endeavouring to flank the battery on the
right. Porter immediately dispatched an officer to general
Hungerford, to request him to take the position agreed uponin
the woods on the heights ; but from the distance of his camp,
and the quick approach of the enemy, he was unable to march
before the firing commenced, and, after that period, it was
rendered impossible, from the vast quantities of shot, shells,
and rockets which were showered over the hills and fell
among his troops.

As the enemy approached, a well-directed fire was kept up
from the battery with hot and cold shot. The officers and men
stood the broadsides of the ships with unparalleled firmness.
But from the militia not making their uppearance, the whole
of the enemy’s fire was directed at the battery. Porter, there-
fore, finding that in a few minutes all the enemy’s force would
be brought to bear on him, and entertaining no hopes of pre-
venting his passing, as some of his men had already been killed
and wounded, he determined not to make a useless sacrifice.
When the enemy was on the point of anchoring abreast the
battery, therefore, after sustaining his fire an hour and a quar-
ter, the commodore directed the officers and men to retire be-
hind a hill on the left, and be in readiness to charge the enemy
if he should land to spike the guns. The two frigates anchor-
ed abreast, the bombs, sloops, and smaller vessels passed out-
side them, all pouring into the battery and neighbouring woods
a tremendous fire of every description of missive. In the
woods on the left, a company of riflemen from Jefferson coun-
ty, erg_xma, under captain George W. Humphreys, greatly
g‘es;gg:fgeg themselves by a well-directed fire on the enemy’s
ot dena lwha company of militia under the command of cap-
e b é (ol was posted on the rlghr.. The first lost one

» and one sergeant and four privates wounded ; the
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latter two privates killed. After the bombs, gun-vessels, and
prizeshad all passed, the frigates proceedéd down and anchored
abreast of commodore Perry’s battery, where a constant firing
was kept up until after sun-set. ‘

But the guns at Perry’s battery were of too small calibre to
make much impression on the enemy. A single eighteen
pounder, which arrived only thirty minutes before the firing
began, ill supplied with ammunition, was the only gun that
could be of much service. The ammunition of this gun, and
that of several of the six-pounders, being expended, and the
fire of the enemy being very heavy, it was thought advisable
to retire a short distance in the rear. This was dune in good
order, after sustaining their fire for more than an hour.

The advantageous situation of this battery prevented. the -
enemy from doing much injury. Only one man was wounded.
The number of killed and wounded at commodore Porter’s
battery did not exceed thirty. The loss of the enemy was se-
ven killed, and thirty-five wounded.

§ 14. Sir Peter Parker, who was sent up the Chesapeake to
make a diversion in favour of this expedition, was the least
fortunate of the commanders. He met his death in a conflict
with a small body of militia on the eastern shore of Maryland,
under the command of colonel Reid.

A force of about 150 men was landed at night from his ves-
sel, at the head of which he placed himself, with the intention
of surprising the militia in their camp. The movement of the
British barges, however, had been discovered, and every pre-
paration was made to give them a warm reception. The
camp and baggage were removed, and the troops posted on a
rising ground, flanked on both sides with woods, with the ar-
tillery in the centre. The head of the enemy’s column soon
appeared, and received the fire of the American advance at 70
paces distance. Being pressed by superior numbers, the ad-
vance were ordered to retire, and form on the right of the line.
The fire now became general, and was sustained by the ‘militia
with the mogt determined valour. The enemy pressed in front;
but being foiled, he threw himself on the left flank, where his
efforts were equally unavailing.

The fire of the enemy had nearly ceased, when Reid, the
commander of the militia, was informed, that the cartridges
were entirely expended in some parts of the line; and that
none of the men had more than a few rounds, although each
had brought twenty into the field. The artillery cartridges
were entirely expended. Under these circumstances, the
troops were ordered to fall back to a convenient spot where 2
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part of the line was fortified, for the purpose of distributing
the remaining cartridges.

But the enemy having sustained a severe loss, found it more
prudent to retreat than to pursue. They retired to the beach,
carrying with them all the wounded they could find, among
whom was sir Peter Parker, who expired a few minutes after
being carried from the field. The loss of the British on this
occasion was 14 killed, and 27 wounded. The Americans had
only three wounded. Nothing but the want of ammunitidn
could have saved the whole party of the British from cap-
ture.

§ 15. With the multitude, success in war is generally sup-

osed to indicate wisdom in our rulers, while defeat is uni-
* formly attributed either to their folly and weakness, or to trea-
sonable purposes. The clamour which arose out of the disas-
ter of our arms, which led to the capture of Washington, was
particularly directed against general Winder, who commanded
the American forces, and general Armstrong, the secretary of
war, but chiefly against the latter. So violent was the ferment
of the public mind in the District of Columbia, that the presi-
dent was forced to yield to the clamour, and request the secre-
tary to resign. His place was filled pro tem. by colonel Mon-
roe, the secretary of state.

§ 16. The conduct of the British while in possession of
Washington and Alexandria, is without a parallel in the history
of civilized nations. In the wars of modern Europe, no ex-
amples of the kind, even among nations the most hostile t
each other, can be traced. In the course of the last ten or
twelve years, most of the capitals of the principal powers of
Europc have been entered by Bonaparte, at the head of his
victorious troops, yet no one instance of such wanton and un-
Justifiable destruction has been seen. And yet this is the chief
whose conduct the British have affected to consider as outrag-
ing all the laws of civilized war.

But it has been attempted to justify this wanton destruction,
iii)ed:zctlile(ialilea ?f retaliation. A dmiral Cochrane, in a letter to
UMY Roszsoar ['Sntatt:il datid the day previous to the debarka-
tionof Washin to:i o (:ucgl; }I]IOT. delivered till after the destruc-
governor- ene§al cif tahe bt i hang.beer} cailed upon by.the
effect meagsures of reta(i' t.anadas o mc him in carrying into
United States, for the \]a ton Zgamst the inhabitants of ihe
army in UPPei' Canada V?:! tl(ind become com.mnted '?Y their
conformably with the n,atl a fbecome imperiously h,lS duty,
cation, o issue to the po lllr? of the governor-general’s appli-

al force under his command an order
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to destroy and lay waste such towns and districts upon the
coast as might be found assailable,

. This general accusation was rebutted by Mr. Monroe, in his
answer to this letter. The secretary declared it to have been
the resolution of government, from the very commencement of
the war, to wage it in 2 manner most consonant to the princi-
ples of humanity, and to those friendly relations which it was
desirable to preserve between the two nations, after the resto-
ration of peace. This resolution had never been deviated from,
although it was perceived, with the decpestregret, that a spirit
so just and humane was neither cherished nor acted upon by
the British government. Without dwelling on the deplorable
cruelties committed by the savages in the British ranks, and in
British pay,on American prisoners at the river Raisin, which
to this day have never been disavowed or atoned, I refer, con-
tinued the secretary, as more immediately connected with the
subject of your letter, to the wanton desolation that was com-
mitted at Havre-de-Grace, and at Georgetown, early in the
spring of 1813. These villages were burnt and ravaged by the
naval forces of Great Britain, to the ruin of their unarmed in-
habitants, who saw with astonishment that they derived no
protection to their property from the laws of war. * During the
same season, scenes of invasion and pillage, carried on under
the same authority, were witnessed all along the waters of the
Chesapeake, to an extent inflicting the most serious private dis-
tress, and under circumstances that justified the suspicion, that
revenge and cupidity, rather than the manly motives that
should dictate the hostility of a high-minded foe, led to their
perpetration.

Although these acts of desolation invited, if they did not
impose on the government, the necessity of retaliation, yet in
no instance has it been authorised®. The burning of the vil-
lage of Newark, in Upper Canada, was posterior to the early
outrages above enumerated. The village of Newark adjoined
Fort George, and its destruction was justificd by the officer who
ordered it, on the ground that it became necessary in the mili-

* We have always been of epinion, that our government was highly re-
prehensible, if not in the failure to adopt retaliatory measures, at least to
make a solemn appeal to the British government and to the world, on the
subject of these devastations. The outrages were not committed in the
heat of the moment, or by an inferior officer, but by parties which were
generally led by an admiral, and apparently in a systematic manner. - We
cannot bring ourselves to believe, that if'a decided stand had been taken,
this abominable system of outrage would have continued to desolate the
shores of the Chesapeake to the end of the war. ’
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tary operations there. The act, however, was disavowed by
the goveroment.  The burning which took place at Long
Point was unauthorised by the government, and the conduct of
the officer subjected to the investigation of a military tribunal,
For the burning at St. David’s, committed by stragglers, the
officer who commanded in that quarter was dismissed without
trial, for not preventing it.

I am commanded by the president distinctly to state, con-
tinued the secretary, that it as little comports with any orders
which have been issued to the military and naval commanders
of the United States, as it does with the established and known
humanity of the American nation, to pursue a system which it
appears you have adopted. This government owes it to itself,
to the principles which it has ever held sacred, to disavow, as
Justly chargeable to it, any such wanton, cruel, and unjustifiable
warfare. Whatever unauthorised irregularity may have been
committed by any of its troops, it would have been ready, act-
ing on these principles of sacred and etcrnal obligation, to dis-
avow. and as far as might be practicable, to repair.

But the government, it appears, was mistaken in attributing
th1§ general charge against the American troops in Upper Ca-
naua, o the destruction of the villages alluded to in the secre-
tary’§ lqtter. tl‘hc governor of Canada, in an address to the
provincial parhament, on the 24th of January, 1815, asserted,
¢ that, as a just retribatien, the proud capitol at Washington,
had experienced a similar fate to that inflicted by an American
force on the seat of government in Upper Canada;” and the
chancellor of the exchequer, in a debate in the British parlia-
ment, on an addrct%s‘ to the prince regent, in November, 1814,
:;‘vas still more explicit. Th_e Americans at York, he asserted,

not only burnt the house of the governor, but also every house
belonging to the meanest individual, even to a shell, and left
the populace in the most wretched condition.”
bl :I;l:::&slgnt?g gl:ealt asfin the little world, one wrong inevita-
which dictated (:hcecf 30 a;_nothcr. The same cowardly spirit
was apparent o thi: ers for devastating the American coast,
proaches of their com (:ic?s:oni: w};]cn, cowering under the re-
British arms, the milr:istrrlcf w 01‘} oo o g et o e
under the m(;st b g '\i\{ere orced to shelter themselves
of falschood 1o alos 1alignant untruths,  Bat the reign

; .18 always short.  These official assertions produc-
ed an investigation of the subject by lons p
ver with shame the authors of th; l) eress which must co-
From this investigation i:)a e e ; :
ed by the Amcricangcommamlipears, that nothing was destroy.
€r, excepung the barracks and
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public storehouses. That several of the most valuable public
buildings were destroyed by the explosion of a magazine,
which the British set fire to as the Americans entered the
place, and which proved fatal to general Pike, and to vast num-
bers of his brave followers. 'That notwithstanding this great
provocation for burning the town, nothing of the kind took
place ; a strong guard was set, with positive orders to prevent
any plunder or depredation on the inhabitants ; and when leav- -
ing the place, the commander of the American troops received
a letter from judge Scott, chief justice of the superior court, in
which he expressed his thanks for the humane treatment the
inhabitants had experienced from his troops, and for the com-
mander’s particular attention to the safety of their persons and
property. The destruction of public edifices for civil uses was
not only unauthorised, but positively forbidden by the Ameri-
can commanders. It has recéntly, however, appeared, that a
public building, of little value, called the parliament-house (not
the government-house), in which it is said that an American
scalp was found, as a part of the decoration of the speaker’s
chair, had been burnt ; whether it was so, and if it was, whe-
ther it was an accidental consequence cf the confusion in which
the explosion of the magazine involved the town, or the unau-
thorised act of some exasperated individual, has not been as-
certained. The silence of the military and civil officers of the
provincial government of Canada, seem to indicate that the
transaction was not deemed, when it occurred, a cause, either
for retaliation or reproach. ‘

The burning of Newark and-of the Indian towns on the
river Thames, commonly called the Moravian towns, are also
adverted to in the report arising out of this investigation. The
burning of Newark, it is stated, was vindicated by the Ameri-
can general, as necessary to his military operations ; but as
soon as the American government hedrd of it, instructions,
dated the 6th of January, 1814, were given by the department
of war, to major-general Wilkinson, * to disavow the conduct
of the officer who committed it, and to transmit to governor
Prevost a copy of the order, under colour of which that officer-
had acted.” This disavowal was accordingly communicated,
and on the 10th February, 1814, governor Prevost answered,
‘ that it had been with great satisfaction he had received the
assurance, shat the perpetration of the burning of the town of
Newark, was both unauthorised by the American government,
and abhorrent to every American feeling ; that if any outrages
had ensued’ the wanton and unjustifiable destruction of New-
ark, passing the bounds of just retaliation, they were to be at-
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tributed to the influence of irritated passions, on the part of
the unfortunate sufferers by that event, which, in a state of ac-
tive warfare, it had not been possible altogether to restrain;
and that it was as little congenial to the disposition of his ma-
jesty’s government, as it was to that of the government of the
United States, deliberately to adopt any plan of policy, which
had for its object the devastation of private property.”

But the disavowal of the American government was not the
only expiation of the unauthorised offence committed by its of-
ficer ; for the British government undertook itself to redress
the wrong. A few days after the burning of Newark, the Bri-
tish and Indian troops crossed the Niagara for this purpose;
they surprised and seized Fort Niagara; they burnt the vil-
lages of Lewistown, Manchester, Tuscarora, Buffalo, and
Black Rock, desolating the whole of the Niagara frontier, and
dispersing the inhabitants in ti.c extremity of the winter. Sir
Greorge Prevost himscelf appears to have been satisfied with the
vengeance that had been inflicted ; and, in his proclamation of
the 12th of January, i814, he expressly declared, that for the
burning of Newark, ¢ the opportunity of punishment had oc-
curred ; that a tull measure of retahiation had taken place, and
that it was not his intention to pursue further a system of war-
fare, so revolting to his own feclings, and so little congenial to
the British character, unless the future measures of the enemy
should compel him again to resort to it.” With his answer to
major-general Wilkinson, which has been already noticed, he
transmitted a copy of the proclamation, ** s expressive of the
determination as to his future line of conduct,” and added,
¢ that he was happy to learn, that there was no probability, that
any measures, on the part of the American government, would
oblige him to depart from it,” :

The places usually called the Moravian towns, were mere
collections of Indian huts and cabins, on the river Le Trench
or Thames, not probably worth, in the whole, one thousand
dollars. The Indians who inhabit them, among whom were
some notoriously hostile to the United States, had made incur-
sions the most cruel into their territorv. When, therefore,
the American army under general Harrison invaded Canada
on the of , 1813, the huts and cabins of the
hostile Indians were destroyed. But this species of warfare
has been invariably pursued by every nation engaged in war
with the Indians of the American continent. However it may
be regretted on the score of humanity, it appears to be the ne-
cessary means of averting the still greater calamities of savage
nostility ; and it is believed, that the occurrence would never

k4
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have been made the subject of a charge against the American
troops, if the fact had not been misrepresented or misunder-
stood. Many people at home, and most people abroad, have
been led to suppose, that the Moravian towns were the peacea-
ble settlements of a religious sect of Christians, and not the
abode of a hostile tribe of savages.

But while excuses are thus framed with a viéw of palliating the
devastation committed by the British army, not one attempt is
made to palliate or excuse the navy for its plunder of the weal-
thy town of Alexandria, or for the system of pitiful pilfering
which was carried on for two summers in the Chesapeake. Is
the plunder and devastation of the property of private individu-
als, then, less heinous than the destruction of public edifices
or is the world so accustomed to the system of wholesale pri-
vateering, authorised by the laws of naval warfare, as to pass
over without comment, when committed by naval officers, not
only the sack of a v town, but the desolation of whole dis-
tricts? ' L -

‘I'he’ general orders of Brown, on crossing the Niagara,
form a pleasing contrast to the devastating threat of Cochrane.
« Upon entering Canada,” says he, * the laws of war¥ will go-
vern : men found in arms, or otherwise engaged in the service
of the enemy, will be treated as enemies; those behaving
peaceably, and following their private occupations, will be
treated as friends. Private property will in all cases be held
sacred ; public property, wherever found, will be seized and
disposed of by the commanding general. - Any plunderer shall
be punished with death, who shall be found violating this or-
der.” ‘ .

* ¢ War isat besta savage'fhing', and wades through a sea of violence
and injustice ; yet even war itself has its laws, which men of honour will
not depart from.”—~Plutarch, life of Camillus.

To the same purport, sings one of the favourite poets of the present day:

Fair as the earliest beam of eastern light,
When first by the bewildered pilgrim spied,

It smiles upon the dreary brow of night,
And silvers o’er the torrent’s foaming tide,

, And lights the fearful path on mountain side ;

Fair as that beam, although the fairest far,
Giving to horror grace, to danger pride,

Shine martial Faith, and Courtesy’s bright star,

Through all the wreckful storms that cloud the brow of War.
‘ Lady of the Lake, Canto V.
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CHAPTER 1V.

.

§ 1. Effects resulting from the burning of Washington in Europe and
in the United States. § 2. Attack upon Baltimore. § 3. Bombard-
ment of Fort MHenry. § 4. Retreat of the British. § 5. Procla-
mation of sir George Prevost. § 6. Repulse of the British at Otter
Creek. §7. Expedition against Plattsburg. §8. Capture of the Bri-
tish squadron on Lake Champlain. § 9. Attack on the American
works near Plattsburg. § 10. Retreat of Prevost.

1. AN intelligent French writer, in noticing the cap-
ture of Berlin by the Russians in 1760, remarks, that two
important military principles may be deduced from that event.
1st. That the possession of a capital does not decide the fate
of astate, or even of a campaign. 2d. That in the modern
art of war, men are of more importance than fortified places,
and that a general should never acknowledge himself van-
quished, though all his strong holds be subdued, if he retain
his soldiers and his constancy. If these observations be cor-
rect in their application to European capitals, how much more
forcibly do they apply to that of the federal government, a
mere open village, of about 8000 inhabitants, and in a coun-
try thinly populated! Indeed the capture of Washington
cannot be viewed in any other light than as a predatory incur-
sion, under the pretence of retaliation, but really with the
view of striking terror and inducing submission, and at the
same time producing an effect in Europe, where the occupa-
tion of the capital of their enemy, it was doubtless conceived,
would be viewed as a most brilliant exploit. General Ross
had neither the intention nor the means of holding Washing-
ton. Without artillery or stores, he was unable to remain
longer thao 24 hours, when a retreat was commenced under
favour of the night, and even then this retreat would have
been extremely hazardous, but for the disorganized state of
his opponents, and their blameable deficiency in the article of
Intelligence. It is true, that had they remained a few days
longer, a communication with their shipping would have been
opened by the Potomac, but this arose from a circumstance
that could not have been foreseen, and Ross certainly acted

wisely in not calculating on the destruction of Fort Washing-
ton by its commander.
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But the capture of Washington produced in Europe a very
different effect from what was expected. The Gothic bar-
barity displayed in the wanton destruction of the public build-
ings roused the 'indignation of the whole continent, and even
produced such a sensation in the British parliament, as to
cause its instigators to resort to falschood to shield them from
the public odium. The ‘agitation of the question also drew
from the ministry a statement, that ‘instructions had been sent
to the coast 6f America to desist from further inflictions of
vengeance. -

The threats of devastation, and their practical operation in
the District of Columbia, produced an electric effect through-
out the union. A spirit of patriotism was kindled by the
flames of the capitol, before which all party considerations
and honest differences of opinion vanished. The war, at its
commencement, was considered an inexpedient measure, by a
large and respectable portion of the community. The mode
of conducting it also, by the invasion of Canada, was con-
demned as inefficacious ; as resembling more a war for foreign
tonquest, than a resolute assertion of our naval rights, which
ought, it was said, to be conquered on the ocean. All aid,
either in men or money, was consequently as much as possi-
ble withheld by those who embraced these seritiments. Party
considerations had no doubt their effect in producing this re-
sult. It was not to be expected, that the, opposition would
fail to make use of the same popular topics which had been
so successfully wielded against them when in power, and
which had finally driven them from their seats. The dangers
which threatened our republican institutions from a standing
army, loans, &c. were now, as formerly, the favourite sub-
jects of the outs, who wished to change places with the ins.
In a government which depends so much on public senti-
ment as ours, its powers were thus necessarily paralysed,
though perhaps not in the degree asserted by the ins, who of
course wished a share of the odium arising from their tardy
measures to fall on the outs. :

But at this interesting crisis a hew spirit pervaded the nation,
which aroused it almost instantaneously to arms. Party ran-
cour, fo¥ a moment, seemed utterly extinct ; * this is not the
time for speaking, but for acting,” became the universal cry.
All classes seemed inspired with military ardour; the young
and the old, the rich and the poor, rushed into the ranks, came
forward with their contributions, and assisted in the labour of
raising works of defence. Nor were even the females idle at
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this trying moment.  Their labours were united in accoutring
the volunteers, and in providing for their necessities.

These movements were little if at all regulated by the go-
vernments either of the states or of the union. It appeared
as if the people, perceiving that the powers with which they
had entrusted their rulers were either incompetent to the crisis,
or had not been sufficiently acted on, had dctermined sponta-
neously to arise in their might, and take the defence of their
respective neighbourhoods upon themselves. Committees of
vigilance or defence were every where appointed by the peo-
ple in their town meetings, who collected money, arms, and
ammunition, regulated the military movements of the «itizens,
and superiniended their voluntary labour at the fortifications.
Nor was the public enthusiasm unavailing. From this mo-
ment, almost every encounter with the enemy shed new lus-
tre on the American arms, till the war finally closed in a blaze
of glory at New-Orleans.

‘The unanimity which prevailed at this period cannot perhaps
be exemplified more strikingly than by the proclamations of go-
vernor Chittenden.—Shortly after his election to the chief ma-
gistracy of Vermont, in the fall of 1813, Chittenden issued a
proclamation, ordering a brigade of Vermont militia, then at
Plattsburg, in the service of the United States, to return to
their homes, on the pretence that it was highly improper
that the militia should be placed under the command of and at
the disposal of an officer of the United States, and out of the
Jurisdiction or controul of the executive of Vermont, and
marched to the defence of a sister state, fully competent to
all the purposes of self-defence.  The militia refused compli-
ance with this requisition, and the officers publicly addressed
the governor, stating at large their reasons for this refusal.
* We are not of that class,” say they, *“ who believe that our
duties as citizens or soldicrs are circumscribed within the nar-
row limits of the town or state in which we reside ; but that
we are under a paramount obligation to our common country,
to th?’ great confederacy of states.” “ We conceive it our
duty,” they continue, * to declare unequivocally to your
excellency, that we shall not obey your excellen'cy’s order
for returning ; but shall continue in the service of our coun-
trv, until we are legally and honourably discharged. An in-
vitation or order to desert the standard of our country will
never be obeyed by us, although it proceeds from the governor
and captain-general of Vermont.” Adding, “ We cannot
perceive what other object your excellency could have in view
than to embarrass the operations of the army, to excite mutiny
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and sedition among the soldiers, and to induce themi to desert,
that they might forfeit the wages to which they are entitled
for their patriotic services.”

At this important crisis a very different stand was taken by,
the same governor. In his proclamation, dated September
19, 1814, he declares, that the war has assumed an entirely
different character, since its first commencement, and has be-
come almost exclusively defensive, and is prosecuted by the
enemy with a spirit, unexampled during pending negociations
for peace, which leaves no prospect of safety but in a manly
and united determination to meet invasion at every point, and
expel the invader. That, as the conflict has become a com-
mon and not a party concern, the time has now arrived when
all degrading party distinctions and animosities, however we
may have differed respecting the policy of declaring, or the
mode of prosecuting the war, ought to be laid aside ; that
every heart may be stimulated, and every arm nerved, for
the protection of our common country, our liberty, our altars,
and our firesides ; in the defence of which we may, with an
humble confidence, look to heaven for assistance and protec-
tion. He thercfore earnestly exhorts all the good people of
Vermont, by that love of country, which so signally distin-
guished their fathers, in their glorious and successful struggle
for independence, to unite both heart and hand, in defence
of their common interest, and every thing dear to freemen.

§ 2. The British army having re-embarked on board the
fleet in the Patuxent, admiral Cochrane moved down that
river, and proceeded up the Chesapeake, and on the evening
of the 10th of September appeared at the mouth of the
Patapsco, about 14 miles from the city of Baltimore. An-
ticipating the debarkation of the troops, general Smith, who
commanded at Baltimore, had ordered general Stricker to
march, with a portion of his brigade of militia, towards North
Point, near the mouth of the river, where it was expected the
British would make a landing. His force consisted of 550 of
the 5th regiment, under lieutenant-colonel Sterrett ; 620 of
the 6th, under lieutenant-colonel Donald ; 500 of the 27th,
under lieutenant-colonel Long ; 450 of the 39th, under lieu-
tenant-colonel Fowler ; 700 of the 51st, under lieutent-colonel
Amey ; 150 riflemen, under captain Dyer; 140 cavalry, un-
der lieutenant-colonel Biays ; and the Union Artillery of 75
men, with six four-pounders, under captain Montgomery ;
making an aggregate of 3185 effective men. Major Randal,
with a light corps of riflemen and musquetry, taken from gen-
eral Stansbury’s brigade and the Pennsylvania volunteers, was
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detached to the mouth of Bear Creck, with orders to co-ope-
rate with general Stricker, and to checl any landing which the
cnemy might attempt in that quarter. )

The troops moved towards North Point, by the main road,
on the 11th, and at 3 o’clock, P. M. rcached the megting-
house, near the head of Bear Creek, seven miles from the
city. Here the brigade halted, with the exception of the
cavalry, who were pushed forward to Gorsuch’s farm, three
miles in advance, and the riflemen, who took post near the
blacksmith’s shop, two miles in advance of the encampment.
At 7 o’clock, on the morning of the 12th, information was
received from the advanced videttes, that the enemy were
debarking troops from and under cover of their gun-vessels,
which lay off the bluff of North Point, within the mouth of Pa-
tapsco river. The baggage was immediately ordered back
under a strong guard, and general Stricker took a good posi-
tion at the junction of the two roads leading from Baltimore
to North Point, having his right flanked by Bear Creck, and
his left by a marsh. He here waited the approach ot the ene-
my, having sent on an advance corps, under the command of
major Heath, of the 5th regiment. This advance was met by
that of the enemy, and after some skirmishing it returned to
the line, the main body of the enemy being at a short distance
in the rear of their advance. During this skirmishing, major-
general Ross received a musket-ball through his arm into his
breast, which proved fatal to him on his way to the water-side
for re-embarkation. The command of the ¢nemy’s forces
then devolved on colonel Brook. Between 2 and 3 o’clock,
the enemy’s whole force came up and commenced the battle
by some discharges of rockets, which were succeeded by the
cannor. from both sides, and soon after the action became
g:neral along the line.  General Stricker gallantly maintained
his ground against a great superiority of numbers during the
space of an hour and twenty minutes, when the regiment on
his left (the 51st) giving way, he was under the nccessity of
retiring to the ground in his rear, where he had stationed one
regiment as a reserve.  He here formed his brigade ; but the
cnemy not thinking it advisable to pursue, he, in compliance
with previous arrangements, fell back and took post on the
left, a half mile in advance of the entrenchments, which had
be n thrown up on the hills surrounding B-ltimore. About
the time general Stricker had taken the ground just men-
t!(’“Cds he was Joined by general Winder, who had been sta-
tioned on the west side of the city, but was now ordered to
march with general Douglas’s brigade of Virginia militia, and
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the United States dragoons, under captain Bird, and take post
on the left of general Stricker. During these movements, the
brigades of generals Stansbury and Foreman, the seamen and
marines, under commodore Rodgers, the Pennsylvania vol-
unteers, under colonels Cobean and Findley, the Baltimore
artillery, under colonel Harris, and the marine artillery, under
captain Stiles, manned the trenches and batteries, and in this
situation spent the night, all prepared to receive the enemy.

Next morning, the British appeared in front of the entrench-
ments, at the distance of two miles, on the Philadelphia road,
from whence he had a full view of the position of the Ameri-
cans. He mancuvred during the morning towards his right,
as if with the intention of making a circuitous march, and
coming down on the Harford or York roads. Generals Winder
and Stricker were ordered to adapt their movements to those
of the encmy, so as to baflle this supposed intention. They
executed this order with great skill and judgment, by taking
an advantageous position, stretching across the country, when
the enemy was likely to approach the quarter he seemed to
threaten. This niovement induced the British to concentrate
their forces in front, pushing his advance to within a mile of
the entrenchments, driving in the videttes, and shewing an
intention of attacking the position that evening. Smith,
therefore, immediately drew generals Winder and Stricker
nearer to the right of the enemy, with the intention of
falling on his right or rear should he attack th- entrenchments,
or, if he declined it, of attacking him in the morning.

§3. Assoon as the British troops had debarked at North
Point, the fleet proceeded up the Patapsco, to bombard Fort
M¢‘Henry, which commands the entrance to the harbour of
Baltimore. On the 13th, about sunrise, the British com-
menced the attack from their bomb-vessels, at the distance of
about two miles, when, finding that the shells reached the
fort, they anchored, and kept up an incessant and well-directed
bombardment. { -

Fort M‘Henry was commanded by lieutenant-colonel Ar-
mistead. The garrison consisted of one company of United
States artillery, under captain Evans, and two companies of
sea-fencibles, under captains Bunbury and Addison. Ofthese
three companies, 35 men were unfortunately on the sick list,
and unfi; for duty. In contemplation of the attack, Armistead
had been furnished with two companies of volunteer artillery .
from the city of Baltimore, under captain Berry and lieuten-
ant-commandant Penningtony; a company of volunteer artille-
rists, under judge Nicholson, who had proffered their services;
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a detachment from commodore Barney’s flotilla, under lieu-
tenant Redman, and about six hundred infantry, under the
commund of licutenant colonel Stewart and major Lane, con-
sisting of detachments from the 12th, 14th, 36th, and., 38th
regiments of Uited States troops—the total amounting to
about a thowsand effective men.  Two batteries to the right
of Fort M*Hcary, upon the Patapsco, were manned, the one
by licutznant Ne¢wcombe, with a detachment of sailors, the
other by licutenant Webster, of the flotilla. The former was
called Fort Covington. the latter the City Battery.

As soon as the British commenced the bombardment, the
batieries at the fort were opened in return ; but the firing soon
ceased on the perr of the Americans, as it was found that
all the shot anu shells fell considerably short of the Bri-
tish vessels.  T'his vas o« most distressing circumstance to the
troops in the fort, as it compelled them to remain inactive,
though exposed to a constant and tremendous shower of shells.
But though thus inactive, and witkout that security, which,
in more regular fortifications, is provided for such occasions,
not a man shrunk from his post.

About 2 o’clock, P. M. one of the twenty-four-pounders
on the south-west bastion, under the immediate command of
captain Nicholson, was dismounted by a shell, the explosion
from which killed his second licutenant, and wounded several
of his men ; the bustle necessarily produced in removing the
wounded and remounting the gun probably induced the Bri-
tish to suspect that the garrison was in confusion, as three
bomb-ships were immediately advanced. But the fire, which
now opencd from the fort, soon compelled them to seek shel-
ter, by again withdrawing out of the reach of the guns, when
the garrison gave three cheers, and again ceased firing.

The British continued throwing shells, with one or two slight
intermissions, for twenty five hours, viz. from sunrise of the
13th dll 7 o’clock, A. M. of the 14th of September. During
the night, whilst the bombardment was the most severe, ‘two
or three rocket vessels and barges succeeded in passing Fort
M Henry, and _getting up the Patapsco, but they were soon
compelled to retire by the forts in that quarter. These forts
also destroyed one of the barges, with all on board. Itis sup-
posed that the vessels that passed the fort contained picked
men, with scaling ladders, for the purpose of storming.

§ 4. In the course of the night. admiral Cochrane held a
communica.tion \Yith the .comma‘nder of the land forces, and
the enterprise being considered impracticable, it was mutually
agreed to withdraw. Accordingly, while the bombardment
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still continued, in order to distract the attention of the Ame-
ricans, the retreat was commenced, Owing to the extreme
darkness, and a continued rain, it was not discovered till day-
light, whep general Winder commenced a pursuit, with the
Virginia bffgade and the United States dragoons ; at the same
time major Randal was dispatched with his light corps in pur-
suit of the enemy’s right, whilst the whole of the militia
cavalry was put in motion for the same object.  All the troops
were, however, so worn out with continued watching, and with
being under arms during three days and nights, exposed the
greater part of the time to very inclement weather, that it
was found impracticable to do any thing more than pick up a
few stragglers.

The naval forces, as was before observed, continued the
bombardment till seven o’clock. About nine they retired to
North Point, where the embarkation .of the troops commen-
ced that evening, and was completed next day at one o’clock.
It would have been impossible, even had the American troops
been in a condition to act offensively, to have cut off any part
of the enemy’s rear guard during the embarkation, as the
point where it was effected was defended from approach by a
line of defences extending from Back river to Humphreys’
creek, on the Patapsco, which had been thrown up previous to
the arrival of the British. '

The loss of the Americans, at the battle near North Point,
was 24 killed, 139 wounded, and 50 prisoners. The loss of the
British in this action was 39 killed, and 251 wounded. The
loss in the fort was only 4 killed and 24 wounded ; no list of
killed and wounded on board the squadron has been published.
From the best calculations that could be made, from fifteen to
eighteen hundred shells were thrown by the enemy. A few
of these fell short. A large proportion burst over the fort,
throwing their fragments around, and threatening destruction.
Many passed over, and about four hundred fell within the
works. Two of thepublic buildings were materially injured, -
the others but slightly. :

The effect produced by the joyful intelligence of the failur
of the attempt upon Baltimore, may be more easily conccived
than expressed, when it is considered that almost every large
town being equally threatened with devastation, the case of
Baltimore came home to every individual bosom. But one
monent before, the public dismay seemed to have reached its
acme ; and the most gloomy anticipations seemed about to
be realized. . :

¢
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¢ 5. While admiral Cochrane was Fhreatening the country
along the Chesapeake, by order of sir George Prevost, the
latter was leading an army and navy into the United States,
but holding very different language. Though hegould direct
the British forces in the south to lay waste and desolate, he
was too fearful of the re action of such barbarous orders to
dare 1o utter them at the head of his own troops. Here his
language was of the softest and most conciliatory nature.  On
entering the state of New-York, he ¢ makes known to its
peaceable and unoffending inhabitants, that they have no cause
for alarm from this invasion of their country, for the safety
of themselves and families, or for the security of their
property. He explicitly assures them, that as long as they
continue to demean themselves peaceably, they shall be pro-
tected in the quict possession of their homes, and permitted
freely to pursue their usual occupations. It is against the gov-
ernment of the United States, by whom this unjust and un-
provoked war has been declared, and against those who sup-
pert it, either openly or secretly, that the arms of his ma-
Jesty are directed. The quiet and unoffending inhabitants,
not found in arms, or otherwise not aiding in hostilities, shall
meet with kind usage and generous treatment; and all just
complaints against any of his majesty’s subjects, offering
violence to them, to their families, or to their possessions,
shall be immediately redressed.” With these fair words,
sir George Prevost led his army against Plattsburg, about
the beginning of September, while the fleet proceeded on his
left up the lake, in order to make a contemporaneous attack on
the Americans by land and water,

§ 6. Previous to this invasion, no militarv movements took
place in this quarter, excepting an attack which was made on
an American battery at the mouth of Otter Creek, on the 14th
of May, by the British naval forces on the lake. In this affair
the British were repulsed with loss.

But during the months of July and August, the army from
the Garonne, which had so greatly distinguished itself under
general Well.ington, arrived in the St. Lawrence ; and part of
the troops being sent up to the Niagara, the remainder, consist-
ing of about 14,000 men, were organized by sir George Pre-

. Vost, agreeably to the orders of the prince regent, for the pur-
pose of undertaking an expedition into the state of New-York.
There is good reason to suppose, that if this expedition had
been successful, a powerful attempt would hive fellowed from
another quarter on the city of New-York, in order, by seizing
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the line of the Hudson, completely to cut off the New England
states. ~

The British troops were concentrated on the front‘lers of
Lower Canada, and took possession of Champlain on the 3d of
September. The best part of the American troop in this quarter
had previously been formed into a division, which had march-
ed towards the Niagara, under general Izard. General Ma-
comb, as senior officer, had been left in command. But except-
ing four companies of the 6th regiment, he had not an organiz-
ed battalion. The garrison was composed of convalescents
and recruits of the new regiments, not exceeding 1500 effec-
tive men for duty ; all in the greatest confusion, as well as the
ordnance and stores, and the works in no state of defence.

Finding from the proclamations of -the enemy, and his im-
pressment of the waggons and teams in his vicinity, that an at-
tack on Plattsburg was determined on, every exertion was
made to place the works in a state of defence; and, to create
an emulation ‘and zeal among the officers and men, they were
divided into detachments, and placed near the several forts ;
Macomb declaring in orders, that each detachment was the
garrison of its own work, and bound to defend it to the last
extremity.

As soon as the force of the enemy was ascertained, general
Macomb called on general Mooers, of the New-York militia,
and arranged with him plans for bringing forth the militia en
masse. The inhabitants of Plattsburg fled with their families
and effects, except a few men and some boys, who formed
themselves into a party, received rifles, and were exceedingly
useful.’

By the 4th of the month general Mooers collected about se-
ven hundred militia, and advanced seven miles on the Beck-
man Town road, to watch the motions of the enemy, and to
skirmish with him as he advanced ; also to obstruct the roads
with fallen trees, and to break up the bridges. On the lake road,
at Dead Creek bridge, two hundred men had been posted un-
der captain Sproul of the 13th regiment, with orders to abbatis
the woods, to place abstructions in the road, and to fortify him-
self ; to this party were added two field-pieces. In advance
of this position, was lieutenant-colonel Appling, with 110 rifle-
men, watching the movements of the enemy, and procuring in-
telligence.

It was ascertained, that before day-light on the 6th, the
enemy would advance in two columns, on the two roads be-
fore mentioned, dividing at Sampson’s, a little below Chazy-
village. -The column on the Beckman Town road proceeded
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with great rapidity; the militia skirmished with his .a(.lvanc-
ed parties, and, except a few brave men, fell back precipitately
in the greatest disorder, although the British troops did not
deign 1o fire on them, except by their flankers and advanced
patroles. The night previous, major Wool had been ordered
to advance with a detachment of 250 men to support the mi-
litia, and set them an example of firmness. Captain Leonard,
of the light artillery, was also directed to proceed with two
pieces to be on the ground before day ; but he did pot mudke
his appearance until 8 o’clock, when the enemy had approach-
ed within two miles of the village. Major Wool, with his
party, disputed the road with great obstinacv, but the militia
could not be prevailed on to stand, notwithstanding the exer-
tions of their general and staff officers; although the fields
were divided by strong stone walls, and they were told that the
enemy could not possibly cut them off. The state dragoons of
New-York wear red coats, and they being on the heights to
watch the enemy, gave constant alarm to the militia, who mis-
took them for the enemy, and feared his getting in their rear.

Finding the enemy’s columns had penetrated within a mile
of Plattsburg, general Macomb dispatched his aid-de-camp to
bring off the detachment at Dead Creck, and to order lieuten-
ant-colonel Appling to fall on the enemy’s right flank. The
colonel fortunately arrived just in time to save his retreat, and
to fall in with the head of a column debouching from the weods.
Here he poured in a destructive fire from his riflemen, and
continued to annoy the column until he formed a junction with
major Wool. The field-picces did considerable ¢xccution
among the enemy’s columns. So undaunted, however, was
the enemy, that he never deploved in his whole march, always
pressing on in column. This column, however, was much im-
peded by obstructions thrown in the way, and by the removal
of the bridge at Dead creek ; as it passed the creek and beach,
the gallevs kept up on. it a lively and galling fire.

The village of Plattshurg is situated on the north-west side
of the small river Saranac, near where it falls into lake Cham-
plain. The American works were situated on the opposite
side of the river.

Every road was now full of troops crowding on all sides in
upon Plattsburg.  The ficld-picces were therefore ordered to
retire across the bridge, and form a battery, for its protection
and to cover the retreat of the infantry, which was accordingl):
200& ?Bd the parties of Appling and Wool, as well as that of

proul. retired alternately, keeping up a brisk fire until they
got under cover of the works. The enemy’s light troops then
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took possession of the houses near the bridge, and kept up a
‘constant firing from the windows and balconies, but a few hot
shot from the American works, which put the houses in flames,
soon obliged these sharp-shooters to retire. The whole day,
until it was too late to see, the enemy’s light troops endeavour-
ed to drive the guards from the bridge, but they paid dearly
for their perseverance. An attempt was also made to cross
the upper bridge, where the militia resolutely drove them back.
The troops being now all on the south side of the Saranac, the
planks were taken off the bridges, and piled up in the form of
breastworks to cover the parties intended to dispute the pas-
sage, which afterwards enabled them to hold the bridges against
very superior numbers. , -

From the 7th to the 11th, the enemy was employed in get-
_ ting on his battering traim, and erecting his batteries and ap-
proaches, and constantly skirmishing at the bridges and fords.
By this time, the militia of New-York and the volunteers of
Vermont were pouring in from all quarters. They were all
placed along the Saranac, to prevent the enemy’s crossing the
river, excepting a strong body sent in his rear to harass him
day and night, and keep him in continual alarm. The militia
behaved with great spirit after the first day, and the volunteers
of Vermont were exceedingly serviceable. The regular troops,
notwithstanding the constant skirmishing, and repeated endea-
vours of the enemy to cross the river, kept at their work day
and night strengthening the defences, and evinced a determina-
tion to hold out to the last extremity.

§ 8. Meanwhile the British were strenuously engaged in
preparing the fleet, which was destined to co-operate ‘with the
land forces. It appeared in view at Platsburg early in the
morning of the 11th. This fleet consisted of the frigate Confi-
ance, carrying 39 guns, 27 of which were twenty-four-pound-
ers; the brig Linnet, carrying 16 guns ; 'the sloops Chub and
Finch, each carrying 11 guns; and thirteen galleys, five of
which carried two and the remainder one gun each. The
American force consisted of the Saratoga, carrying 26 guns,
eight of which were long twenty-four-pounders ; the Eagle, 20
guns ; the Ticonderoga 17 ; the Preble 7 ; and ten galleys, six
of which carried two, the remainder one gun each. The Bri-
tish were superior, both in size and number of guns¥.

At 8 in the morning, the American look-out-boat announced
to commodore Macdonough, the commander of the squadron,
the approach of the enemy. He at this time lay at anchor, in

*See a more particular statement of the strength of both flects, in
M¢Donough’s official letters, in this volume.
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Plattsburg bay, calmly awaiting the.approach of the British
squadron, the fleet being moored in line, abreast of the works,
with a division of five gun-boats on each flank. At 9, the Bri-
tish fleet anchored in line abreast of the American squadron,
at about 300 yards distance, the Confiance opposed to the Sa-
ratoga, the Linnet to the Eagle ; the British galleys and one of
the sloops to the Ticonderoga, Preble, and the left division of
the American galleys ; the other sloop to the right division of
the American galleys.

In this situation the whole force on both sides became en-
gaged, the Saratoga suffering much from the heavy fire of the
Confiance. But the fire of the Saratoga was also very de-
structive to her. The Ticonderoga likewise gallantly sustain-
ed her full share of the action. At half past 10 o’clock the
Eagle, not being able to bring her guns to bear, cut her cable
and anchored in a more eligible position, between the Saratoga
and the Ticonderoga, where she very much annoyed the ene-
my. but unfortunately left the Saratoga exposed to a galling fire
from the enemy’s brig. The guns on the starboard side of the
Saratoga being nearly all dismounted, or not manageable, a
stern-anchor was let go, the bower-cable cut, and the ship
winded with a fresh broadside on the enemy’s ship, which
soon after surrendered. A broadside was then sprung to bear
on the brig, which surrendered in about fifteen minutes after.

The sloop that was opposed to the Eagle, had struck some
time before, and drifted down the line ; the sloop which was
with their galleys having struck also. Three of the enemy’s
galleys were sunk, the others pulled off. The American flotilla
were about obeying with alacrity the signal to follow them,
when all the vessels were reported to the commodore as in
a sinking state ; it then became necessary to annul the signal
to the galleys, and order their men to the pumps. The enemy’s
galleys thus got off in a shattered condition, for there was not
a mast in either squadron that could stand to make sail on;
the lower rigging, being nearly all shot away, hung down as
though it had been just placed over the mast heads.

The Saratoga had fifty-five round shot in her hull ; the Con-
fiance one hundred and five. The Saratoga was twice set on
fire by hot shot from the Confiance. The enemy’s shot must
have principally passed just over the heads of the sailors, as
there were not twenty whole hammocks in the nettings at the

close of the action, which lasted without intermission two hours
and twenty minutes¥,

* A cock, the “bird of war,” was in th
: e Saratoga, and repeatedl
crowed from the shrouds during the zction. A similagr ’circumst];nce oc):
curred in Fort M*Henry during the bombardment.
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This naval engagement was in fhll view of both armies at
Plattsburg. The killed on board the American squadron
amounted to 52, the wounded.to 58. The killed on board the
captured vessels amounted to 84, including captain Downie,
the commander of the squadron ; the wounded amounted to
110; the loss on board the British galleys has never been as-
certained. The number of men in the American squadron
was 820 ; the British were supposed to exceed 1000.

§ 9. Phe batteries on shore were opened on the American
works at the same instant that the engagement commenced on
the lake, and continued throwing bomb-shells, sharpnells, balls, -
and Congreve rockets, until. sun-set, when the bombardment
ceased, every battery of the British being silenced. Three
efforts were made to pass the river at the commencement of
the cannonade and bombardment, with a view of assaulting
the works, and an immense number of scaling-ladders had
been prepared for that purpose. One of these attempts was
made at the village bridge, ahother at the upper bridge, and a
third at a ford about three miles from the works. The two
first were repulsed by the regulars; at the ford by the vo-
lunteers and militia. Here the enemy suffered severely in
killed, wounded, and prisoners; a considerable body having
crossed the stream, all of whom were either killed, taken, or
driven back. A whole company of the' 76th regiment was
here destroyed, the three lieutenants and twenty-seven men
prisoners, the captain and the rest killed. The woods at this
place were very favourable to the operations of the militia.

§ 10. The further prosecution of the expedition having be-
come impracticable by the capture of the flect, an event totally
unlooked-for, at dusk the enemy withdrew his artillery from
the batteries, and raised the siege ; and at nine, under the cover
of the night, sent off in a great hurry all the baggage he could
find transport for, and also his artillery. Attwo, the next
morning, the whole army precipitately retreated, leaving be-
hind their sick and woundecf the commander left a nete with
the surgeon, requesting for them the humane attention of gene-
ral Macomb.

Vast quantities of provisions were left behind and destroy-
ed, also an immense quantity of bomb-shells, cannon-balls,
grape-shot, ammunition, flints, &c. intrenching tools of all
sorts, and tents and marquees. A great deal was afterwards
found concealed in the ponds and creeks, and buried in the
ground, and a vast quantity was carried off by the inhabitants.

‘Such was the precipitancy of the retreat of the British, that
they arrived at Chazy, a distance of eight miles, before their
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flight was discovered. The light troops, volunteers, and mi-
litia pursued immediately; and some of the mounted men
made prisoners of a few of the rear guard. A continual fali of
rain and a violent storm, prevented further pursuit. Upwards
of 300 deserters came in.

The British officers of the army and navy who were killed,
were buried with the honours of war. The humane treatment
of the Americans to the wounded, and their gencrous and po-
lite attention to the prisoners, were gratefully mentioned by
captain Pring (who succeeded to the command of the British
fleet on the fall of captain Downie) in his official dispatch to
the admiralty*.

Thus were two formidable invasions, in which both the sea
and land-forces of Great Britain co-operated, totally frustrated,
nearly at the same moment, while another British squadron
was added to the trophies of the American navy.

* The humane attention to their prisoners, for which the Americans
have been so remarkable, has led to most singular conclusions in England.
Lord Liverpool said in parliament, that ¢ in many places astrong disposi-
tion had been shown by the American people to put themselves under our
protection, and that their treatment of our officers led to any conclusion
rather than to the belief “hat they entertain any animosity against this
country, or that they were not fully persuaded that the war was a war of
unprovoked aggression on the part of their own government.”
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CHAPTER V.

§ 1. Operations in New England. §2. Bombardment of Stonington.
§ 3. Proclamation of neutrality towards Eastport. § 4. Capture of
_ that place. § 5. Capture of Castine. § 6. Destruction of the Adams
frigate. § 7. Surrender of the country between the Penobscot and
Passamaquoddy bay. § 8. Expedition against Michillimackinac. § 9.
Destruction of the establishment at St. Mary’s. § 10. Attack on Mi-
chillimackinac. § 11. Destruction of the establishment at Nautau-
!v;asaga. § 12. Capture of the American blockading force on Lake
uron. -

¢ 1. DURING the first years of the war, the British af-
feeted 1o conciliate the New England states, by exempting
their harbours from blockade, by refraining from the predato-
ry incursions with which they teazed the southern coasts,
and in one case, even proclaiming that a system of perfect neu-
trality was to be observed towards them by the sea and land
forces of Great Britain. A different system was adopted this
summer. Thé ports of New England were included in the
sweeping system of blockading the whole of the American
coast, repeated incursions were made for the destruction of
private property, and finally a farge portion of the District of
Maine was invaded and captured by a powerful force by land
and water.

§ 2. One of the most remarkable attacks, which occurred
in the course of the campaign, was that made by sir Thomas
Hardy upon Stonington, a small village in Connecticut, about
20 miles east from New London. On the 9th of August,
commodore Hardy appeared off the village with one 74, one
frigate, one bomb-ship, and two gun-brigs, and immediately
summoned the place to surrender. In the course of the day,
anumber of flags passed to and-from the place ; the conditions
required were, that the family of Mr. Stewart, late consul at
New London, should be immediately sent off to the squadron;
that the two guns in the battery should be removed ; and that
no torpedoes should be fitted from, or suffered to be in, the
harbour. The terms being sent over to New London to ge-*
neral Cushing, the commanding officer of this district, he re-
plied, that the request for the removal of Mr. Stewart’s family

-
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would be forwarded to Washington ; with the others he would
not comply. . .

In the evening, the British commenced the attack with
rockets from one of the brigs: a great number of rockets were
thrown, with little or no effect. The brig then hauled up
within a short distance ot the battery, and kept up a heavy
and well-directed firc from guns of a very large calibre, which
was returncd by the two cighteen-pounders in the little battery,
till their ammunition was expended. During this time the brig
had grounded. A supply of ammunition having arrived from
New London, the fire from the battery was re-commenced,
and with such effect, that the brig slipped her cables, and tow-
ed off, out of reach of the eighteen-pounders, she having pre-
viously swung clear of the ground.

On the 10th, a number of flags passed ; the commodore still
insisting on his former terms. On the following morning,
the last flag passed, with Hardy’s ultimatum, at 11 o’clock,
viz.: that Mrs. Stewart should be put on board by 2 o’clock
P. M. or he would destroy the place. He, however, did not
commence till 3 o’clock, at which time the bomb-ship com-
menced from two mortars, one a 15 inch and the other 13.
The bombardment continued from this time till half past 8 in
the evening, without intermission ; the place was several times
on fire, and as often put out by the soldiers and inhabitants.

At day-light on the 12th, the attack was re-commenced
from the bomb-ship, seventy-four, and frigate, and continued,
with little intermission, till half past 9, A. M. when the tide
began to ebb, and the ships thought proper to haul off. In the
afternoon they set sail, and left the sound by dark.

As commodore Hardy has ncver favoured the world with
his ~fli;iai account of this valiant and famous affair, we are
entirely at a loss to conjecture what could have been his mo-
tive.  One hAsrse, and one goose constituted the whole list of
killed on shore ; a liciitenant and three privates, of the militia,
wer: shghidy wounded by the bursung of a shell, and two men
in the battery by a picce going off at half charge. The town
was but little . zod, considering the tremendous cannonade
and bomba: dment it sustained : one half of the houses were
untouched, and not one entirely demolished, although every
ship threw its shot cowpletely over the point. Nearly 300
shells and fire carcasses were thrown into the village, making,
1t was estimated, 50 tons of metal.  Three or four tons of shot,
the ombardmenty i was Iearat from gond auchorine s re

5 rom good authority, that the
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British had a number killed, and several badly wounded, by
the fire from the two eighteen-pounderg on shore. e
§ 3. A few weeks after the declaration of war, sir J. C. Sher-
broke, governor of NovaScotia,&c., issued his proclamation, or-
dering and directingall his majesty’s subjects, under his govern-
ment, to abstaimfrom molesting the inhabitants living on the
shores of the United States, contiguous to Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick ; and on no account to molest the goods and
unarmed coasting vessels, belonging to defenceless inhabi-
tants on the frontiers, so long as they shall abstain on their
part from any act of hostility and molestation towards the in-
habitants of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick ; on the ground
that predatory warfare carried on against defenceless inhabi-
tants could answer no good purpose. .
Another proclamation of the same date was issued by gover-
nor Sherbroke and admiral Sawyer, purporting, that having un-
derstood that the inhabitants of Eastporthad manifested a dispo-
sition to avoid hostilities with the subjects of Great Britain, it is
made known to them and all concerned, that from a wish to
discourage, as far as possible, every species of depredatory
warfare, which can only have a tendency to distress private in-
dividuals, they have respectively issued orders to the naval
and land-forces, to respect the persons and property of the in-
habitants of Eastport, so long as they shall carry on their usual
and accustomed trade and intercourse with any part of these
provinces, and reciprocally abstain from acts of hostility. Ad-
ding, that this system of perfect néutrality towards Eastport
should not be departed from, without due and timely notice
being previously given to the inhabitants.
Though some expressions in these proclamations appear as
- if they were intended as a mere cover for smuggling transac-
tions, yet the humanity and good sense displayed in the ac-
knowledgment * that no good could result from depredatory
warfare, which can only have a tendency to distress private in-
dividuals,” is worthy of high commendation, and it is sincerely
to be regretted, that the same principle had not been univer-
sally acted on. It would have been worthy of two great and
magnanimous nations to have waged war, * in a manner most
consonant to the principles of humanity, and to those friendly
relations, which it was desirable to preserve between the two
nations, after the restoration of peace.” .
§ 4. Whether * due and timely notice was previously gi-
ven” to the inhabitants of Eastport of the departure from this
system of perfect neutrality, we have no means of ascertaining.
VOL. IV. - K
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But about two years after the date of this 'proc‘lamation*, the
island on which it stands was captured by a British squadron,
and formally taken possession of in the name of his Britannic
majesty.

Eastport is situated on Moose Island, in Passamaquoddy
bay. A.though this island has been held by the Americans
since the revolutionary war, the right to its sovereignty has
never heen settled, it being considered both by the Americans
and British as within their boundary line.  As soon as it was
taken possession of by the British, the inhabitants were order-
ed to appear and declare their intention, whether they would
take the oath of allegiance to his Britannic majesty ; and were
further notified, that ull persons not disposed to take this
oath, would be required to depart from the 1sland in the course
of seven days, unless special permission was granted to them
to remain for a longer period.  Bur a communication was also-
sent to the government of Massachusetts, stating, that the ob-
ject of the British government was to obtain possession of the
islands of Passamuquoddy bay, in consequence of their being
considered within their boundary line; that they had no in-
tention of carrying on offensive operations against the people
residing on the continent, unless their conduct should oblige
them to resort to the measure ; and in the event of their re-
maining quiet, they should not be disturbed either in their pro-
perty or persons.

§ 5. This resolution, however, of avoiding hostile operations
against the inhabitants of the continent was adhered to for a
much shorter period, than the * system of perfect neutrality,”
promised to be observed towards the inhabitants of Eastport.
For the British ministry, elevated by the success of their arms
in Europe, had come to the resolution to demand large and
important cessions of territory from the United States. One
of those cessions included that part of the District of Maine
which lies eastward of Penobscot river, which they consider-
cd desirable on account of its securing to them a direct com-
munication between Halifax and Quebec. Instructions were
accordingly sent out to lieutenant-general Sherbroke, gover-
nor ot Nova Scotia, &c. to effect the conquest of that part of
Maine, of which it was intended to demand the cession. To-
wards the end of August an expedition sailed from Halifax, to
accomplish the object in view. The troops were commanded

by governor Sherbroke, the naval f mand
Griffith, ’ val forces by rear-admiral

~ July 11, 1814,
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It was governor Sherbroke’s original intention first to have
taken possession of Machias, and then proceed to Castine,
on the Penobscot, but on the 30th of August the fleet fell in
with the Rifleman sloop of war, from which information was
obtained that the United States frigate Adams had arrived in
the Penobscot ; and that from the apprehension of being at-
tacked by British cruizers, if she remained at the entrance of
the river, she had run up as high as Hampden, where her
guns had been landed, and mounted on shore for her protec-
tion.

This information determined governor Sherbroke to proceed
first to the Penobscot. in order to arrive there before the Ame-
ricans had time td strengthen themselves. The fleet arrived
off Castine on the 1st of September. The small garrison in
the fort not being able to resist the overwhelming force of the
British, discharged their guns, blew up the fort, and retired.
The enemy then took possession without opposition.

§ 6. The following day a considerable force was dispatched
up the river to Hampden, in order to capture or destroy the
Adams. Captain Morris, the commander, had received in-
telligence the day before of the arrival of the expedition off
Castine, which was immediately forwarded to brigadier-gene-
ral Blake, of the militia, with a request that he would direct
such force as could be collected. to repair immediately to
Hampden. As the ship was prepared for heaving down, and
in no situation to receive her armament, the attention of the
seamen was immediately directed to the occupation of such
positions on shore as would best enable them to protect her.
By great and unremitted exertions, and the prompt assistance
of all the inhabitants in the immediate vicinity, during the
1st and 2d, nine pieces were transported to a commanding
eminence near the ship, one to the place selected by general
Blake for his line of battle, fourteen upon a wharf command-
ing the river below, and one on a point covering the commu-
nication between the hill and wharf batteries—temporary plat-
forms of loose plank were laid, and such other arrangements
made as would enable them to dispute the passage of a naval
force. Want of time prevented Morris from improving all
the advantages of his position, and he was compelled to leave
his rear and flanks to the defence of the militia, in case of at-
tack by land troops.

Favoured by a fresh breeze, the British had advanced to
within three miles of the Adams at sun-set on the 2d,
with the Sylph mounting 22, and Peruvian 18 guns, and one
transport, one tender, and ten barges, manned with seamen

r
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from the Bulwark and Dragon, under the command of com-
modore Barrie. Troops were landed, unde'r the command
of colonel John, opposite their shipping, without any oppo-
sition, their numbers unknown, but supposcd to be about 350.
To oppose these troops, about 370 miliiia were then collected,
assisted by lieutenant Lewis, of the United St:ucs_artxucry,who,
by a forced march, hid arrived from Castine, with his detuch-
ment of 28 men.

Many of the militia were without arms, and most of them
without any ammunition, and, as the seamen wcre barely s fh-
cient to man the batterics, the ship’s muskets were distributed
among the militia; the sick were sent across the creek, with
orders for such as were able to securc them =1ves n the woods,
in case of defeat. These arrangements were not concluded
until late on the evening of the 2d.

During the night, the militia were reinforced by three com-
panies. The British were also landed, and at five next avorn-
ing, marched towards Hampden, in front of which the miilitia
were advantageously posted. But they were not able to with-
stand the attack of the British regulars . they soon gae way
and fled in confusion. Captain Mcrris and his sailors had
now no alternative but precipitate retreat or captivity ; their
rear and flanks being entircly exposed, while they were desti-
tute of anv other defence on that side than their pikes and cut-
lasses. Lieutenant Wadsworth was therefore ordered to spike
the guns, and retire across the bridge, which was done in
perfect order, the marines under licutenant Watson covering
the rear. The remainder of Morris’s force was at the same
time ordered to spike the guns at the lower battery, fire the
ship, and then join their companions across the creek.

Before these last orders were fully executed, the enemy ap-
peared on the hill from which the militia had retired, and the
seamen were consequently exposed to their fire for a short time
while completing them. When they commenced their retreat,
it was found to be impossible to gain the bridge; but they suc-
ceeded in fording the creek, and rejoining their companions,
without receiving the slightest injury from the fire of the
enemy.

The loss of the militia was estimated by the British at 30 or
40 killed, wounded, and missing, while their loss was only 1
killed, 8 wounded, and 1 missing. Captain Morris’s loss was
only a seaman and a marine made prisoner. He estimates
the loss of the naval force opposed to him at 8 or 10 killed,
and from 40 to 50 wounded, principally by the eighteen-poun-
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der under charge of lieytenant Lewis, of the United States ar-
tillery.

§ 7. Machias being now the only post remaining between
the Penobscot and Passamaquoddy bay, a brigade was sent
against it from Castine. It was taken without resistance, and
colonel. Pilkington, the British commander, was making ar-
rangements to praceed into the interiar of the country, when he
received a letter from brigadier-general Brewer, commanding
the district, engaging that the militia within the county of
Washington should not bear arms, or in any way serve against
his Britannic majesty during the war. A similar offer having
been made by the civil officers and principal citizens of the
county, a cessation-of arms was agreed upon. Thus was this
large district of country from the Penobscot eastward, taken
posSessioﬁ of almost without resistance.

§ 8. Having now reviewed the most important transactions
of the campaign on our maritime frontier, we will next direct
eur attention to the upper lakes in the north-west. After the
capture of the British fleet on lake Erie, in 1813, an expedi-
tion against the important post of Michillimackinac had been
contemplated ; but the lateness of the season prevented its be-
ing carried into effect. Preparations werge therefore made the
following ,summer, and an expedition sailed from Detroit
against the fort on the 3d of July, 1814 ; the troops under the
command of colonel Croghan, the naval forces under captain
Sinclair.  The difficulties encountered on the flats of lake
St. Clair, where there was only eight feet water, and the rapid
current of the river, prevented the squadron from reaching
lake Huron till the 12th. Thence the squadron shaped its
course for Matchadash bay, and used every possible effort to
gain it, but without effect. Not being able to find a pilot for
that unfrequented part of the lake, and finding it filled with
islands and sunken rocks, which must inevitably have proved
the destruction of the fleet had they persisted, it being impos-
sible to avoid them on account of the impenetrable fog with
which the lake is almost continually covered ; and finding the
army already growing short of provisions, it was agreed be-
tween colonel Craghan and the commodore to push for the
island of St. Joseph’s, near the head of the lake, where the
British had a small establjshment, and here they arrived on
the 20th. . The fort being foynd deserted was destroyed.

¢ 9. Whilst the squadron remained wind-bound at St. Jo-
seph’s, a detachment of infantry and artiliery, under major
Holmes, was dispatched in the launches, under the command
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of lieutenant Turner, to St. Mary’s, to break up the estab-
lishment at that place, and capture a schooner which lay there
waiting for a cargo of flour for the North- West company’s
establishments on lake Superior, which had fallen into the
hands of the American squadron by the capture of the schoo-
ner Minx, on its way from Michillimackinac to St. Mary’s.
The establishment, against which this expedition was directed,
is a factory of the Montreal company, situated at the foot of
the falls of St. Marv, the stream by which lake Superior dis-
charges its waters into lake Huron. Thesc falls are surmount- -
ed by a canal, by which goods are passed in boats from the ves-
sels which navigate one lake to those which traverse the other.

The launches, under licutenant Turner, were rowed night
and day ; but the distance being 60 miles, against a strong cur-
rent, information of their approach reached the enemy about
two hours before their arrival, carried by Indians in their light
canoes. No resistance was made at the fort, but the British
and Indians made their escape, carrying with them all the
light valuable articles, such as peltry, clothes, &c. Turner,
with his sailors and a few of the infantry, instantly proceeded
to the head of the rapids, where the enemy, finding he could
not get off with the vessel Turner was in quest of, set fire to
her in several places and scutiled her. Turner, however, suc-
ceeded in boarding her, and by considerable exertions extin-
guished the flames, and secured her from sinking. Butevery
effort failed to get her through the falls in safety. She bilged
on her passage, and being immediately run on shore, was
burnt. A part of the public property was brought away, and
tl(lie remainder destroyed. All private property was respect-
ed.

§ 10. On the return of the launches to St. Joseph’s, the
squadron proceeded to Michillimackinac, where they arrived
on the 26th.  This place is, by nature, a second Gibraltar, be-
ing a high rock, inaccessible on every side, except the west:
from the landing to the heights is nearly two miles, through a
very thick wood. Finding that the British had stronglv fortified
the height overlooking the old fort, Croghan at once despair-
ed of being able, with his small force, to carry the place by
storm. He therefore determined to land and establish himseif
on some favourable position, whence he would be enabled to
annoy the enemy by gradual and slow approaches, under
cover of his artillery, of which he was superior to the enemy
in point of metal. He was also induced to adopt this step
by the Supposition, that it would either induce the enemy to
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attack him in his strong holds, or force the Indians and Cana-
dians, the enemy’s most efficient, and only disposable force,
off the island, as they would be very unwilling to remain af-
ter a permanent-footing should be taken.

Unfavourable weather prevented the landing of the troops
till the 4th of August, when the whole force was disembarked
on the west end of the island, under cover of the guns of the
shipping. The line being quickly formed, advanced towards
a field, which had been recommended as a suitable place for
a camp, by persons who had lived several years on the island.
Hardly had the troops arrived at the edge of the field, before
intelligence was conveyed to colonel Croghan that the enem
was a short distance a-head, and in a few seconds a fire of shot
and shells opened on the Americans, from a battery of four

eces.

PlThe enemy’s position was well selected ; his line reached
along the edge of the woods, at the farther extremity of the
field, and was covered by a temporary breastwork. On re-
connoitering the enemy, Croghan determined to change his
position, which was now two lines, the militia forming the
front. He accordingly ordered the battalion of regulars, un-
der major Holmes, to advance to the right of the militia,
thus to outflank the enemy, and by a vigorous effort gain his
rear. But before this movement could be executed, a fire
was opened by some Indians posted in a thick wood near the
American right, which proved fatal to major Holmes, and
severely wounded captain Desha, the next officer in rank.zl'his
unlucky fire, by depriving the battalion of the services of its
most valuable officers, threw that part of the line into confu-
sion, from which the best exertions of the officers were not
able to recover it.

Finding it impossible to gain the enemy’s left, owing to the
impenetrable thickness of the woods, a charge was’ordered to
be made by the regulars immediately against the front. This
charge, though .made in some confusion, served to drive the
enemy back in the woods, whence an annoying fire was kept
up by the Indians, Lieutenant Morgan was now ordered up
with a light piece to assist the left, which, at this time, was’
particularly galled ; its fire soon forced the enemy to retire to
a greater distance.

_The position contemplated for the camp being now occupied,
was found to be by no means tenable, from being interspersed
with thickets, and every way intersected by ravines. Croghan
determined, therefore, no longer to expose his force to the fire
of an enemy deriving every advantage which could be ob-
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tained from numbers and a knowledge of the position, and
therefore ordered a retreat towards the shipping, which was
immediately effected. .

‘The loss of the Americans in this affair was 13 killed, 51
wounded, and 2 missing. The loss of the British has not been
ascertained.

¢ 11. Michillimackinac being thus found impregnable by
assault, measures were adopted for starving it into submission,
by cutting off its supplies. The whole ot the troops, except
three companics, were therefore dispatched in two of the ves-
sels, to join general Brown on the Niagara, and the rest of
the sqnadron directed their course to the east side of the lake,
in order to break up any of the establishments of the enemy
in that quarter. The only practicable lines of communica-
tion with the lower country, while the Americans were mas-
ters of lake Erie, was with Montreal by Outawas or Grand
river, which is connected by means of a portage or carrying-
plice, with lake Nipissing, which latter empties itself into
lake Huron by mecans of French river; or with York, by
means of lake Simcoe and Nautauwasaga river. The first of
these communications was learnt to be impracticable during
the preseot season, on account of the marshy state of the
portages. The squadron, therefore, proceeded to the mouth
of the Nautauwasaga, where it arrived on the 13th of Au-
gust, and the troops were immediately disembarked on the
peninsula formed by the river and lake, for the purpose of
fixing a camp.

On reconnoitering this position, a schooner, the only one
possessed by the British in this quarter, was discovered in
the river, a few hundred yards above, under cover of a block-
house erected on a commanding situation on the opposite
shore. On the following morning, a fire was opened by the
shipping on the block-house for a few minutes, but with little
effect, owing to a thin wood intervening to obscure the view.
Two howitzers, however, being landed, they commenced
throwing shells, and in a few minutes one of the shells burst
tn the block-house, which shortly after blew up his magazine,
allowing the enemy barely time to make his escape. The ex-
plosion set fire to a train which had been laid for the destruc-
tion of the vessel, and in an instant she was in flames. The
hecessary preparations had been made by commodore Sinclair
for getting on board of her ; but frequent and heavy explo-
stons below deck made it too great a risk to attempt saving
her. She was, therefore, with her cargo, entirely consumed.
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§ 12. Colonel Croghan not thinking it advisable to fortify
and garrison Nautauwasauga, the communication from York
being so short and convenient, that any force lcft there might
easily be cut off in the winter, the Scorpion and Tigress were
left to blockade it closely, until the season should become too
boisterous for boat transportation, and the remainder of -the
squadron returned to Detroit.  But this blockade, which, had
it been properly enforced, would probably soon have made a
bloodless conquest of Michillimackinac, was soon put an end
to by the capture of both the schooners. The Tigress was
¢arried by boarding from the enemy’s boats on the night of
the 3d of September, and the Scorpion was surprised and
taken by the Tigress, on the 6th, at the dawn of day. And
thus, by the negligence of the officers, was the capture of
Michillimackinac completely frustrated for this season.

-
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CHAPTER VL

§ 1. State of affairs in the Creek territory. § 2. Battle of Eccanacha-
ca. § 3. Expedition of general Jackson. § 4. Attack on general
Floyd's camp. § 5. Battle of the Horse-Shoe. § 6.” Treaty of peace
with the Creeks. § 7. Repulse of the British at Mobile. §8. Proc.
lamation of colonel Nichols. § 9. Destruction of the settlement at Bar-
rataria. § 10. Capture of Pensacola. NF 11. Capture of the Ameri-
can gun-boats on lake Borgne. § 12. Military preparations at New-
Orleans. § 13. Landing of the British below the town. § 14. Bat-
tle of the 95d of December. § 15. Description of the country around
New-Orleans. § 16. Operations of the British previous to the 8th of
January. §17. Battle of New-Orleans. § 18. Bombardment of Fort
St. Philip.” § 19. Capture of Fort Bowyer. § 20. Operations on
the coast of South-Carolina and Georgia.

§1. T HE forces employed in the war with the Creek In-
dians, a part of whose operations has already been detailed in
the second volume of this work, were the Tennessee militia,
under major-general Jackson, whose head-quarters were at
Fort Strother, upon the Coosee river ; the Georgia militia, un-
der brigadier-general Floyd, whose operations were directed
from the Chatahouchie; and a body of volunteers, in the
southern part of the country of the Creeks, under the com-
mand of brigadier-general Claiborne. The settlements of the
hostile Creeks were principally on and between the Tallapoo-
see and Coosee rivers. Here stood the towns of Tallushatches,
Talledega, and Hillibee, which gave their names to the bat-
tles so called, which have already been noticed. The town of
Autossee stood on the left bank of the Tallapoosee.

Notwithstanding the decisive victories that had been obtain-
ed by the American troops, and the heavy losses of the In-
dians, and the destruction of their principal towns, this brave
people were still unsubdued. General Claiborne, therefore
marched a detachment from Fort Claiborne, on the 13th o;'
December, 1813, with a view to the further destruction of
their towns. Fort Claiborne is situated on the Alibama river
at no great distance above where, by its junction with the’
Tombigbeee, it forms the Mobile river. The object in view
was a town called by the Creeks Eccanachaca, or Holy Ground.
This place, Claiborne was informed, was occupied by a large
body of the enemy, under the command of Weatherford, a
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half-breed chief, who commanded the Indians that commenced
the war by-the destruction of the'garrison at Fort Mims.

§ 2. When about 30 miles from the town, a stockade was
erected for the security of the sick and the heavy baggage, and
" on the morning of the 22d the troops resumed their line of
march. Their course lay chiefly through woods, without a
track to guide them. On the morning of the 23d, the dispo-
sition for the attack was made. The troops advanced in three
columns, a small body acting as a corps de reserve. About
noon the right column came in view of the town, and was im-
mediately vigorously attacked by the enemy, who had been
apprised of their approach, and had chosen their field of ac-
tion. Before the centre or the left could come generally into
action, the enemy were repulsed, and flying in all directions,
many of them casting away their arms.

Thirty of the Creeks were killed in  this rencontre, and,
judging from appearances, many were wounded,, The loss on
the part of the Americans was one killed and six wounded.

A pursuit was immediately ordered; but from the nature
of the country nothing was effected. The town was nearly
surrounded by swamps and deep ravines, which rendered the
approach of the troops difficult, while it facilitated the escape
of the Indians. In the town was found a large quantity of
provisions, and immense property of various kinds, which
the enemy, flying precipitately, were obliged to leave behind.
All were destroyed, together with the village, consisting of
about 200 houses. The Indians had barely time to remove
their wonien and children across the Alibama, which' runs
near where the town stood. The town had been built since
the commencement of hostilities, and was established as a
place of security for the inhabitants of several villages.

In the house of Weatherford, the commander, was found
a letter from the Spanish governor of Pensacola to the leader
of the Creeks, stating, that he had represented their request
of arms and munitions to the captain-general in Havanna, but
had as yet received no answer. He was in-hopes, however,
he stated, of receiving them ; and as soon as that took place,
they should be informed. )

The following day was occupied by the troops in destroying
a town consisting of 60 houses, eight miles higher up the ri-
ver, and in taking and destroying the boats of the enemy. At
this place three Indians of some distinction were killed.

The term of service of the volunteers having now general}y
expired, they marched to Fort Stoddart, in order to be paid
off. :
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§ 3. Soon after the battle of Talledega, general Jackson’s
army had been almost entirely broken up, by the expiration of
the time of the militia, but on the 14th of January, he was
joined at Fort Strother by about 800 new-raised volunteers
from Tennessee, making his whole force, exclusive of Indians,
930. The term of service of the volunteers being short, and
the men full of ardour to meet the enemy, he dctcrmined. im-
mediately to employ them in active service ; and to this he
was particularly induced by the information, that the Indians
were concentrating with the view of attacking Fort Arm-
strong, a position about 50 miles above Fort Strother, on the
same river, and also by his desire to make a diversion in favour
of general Floyd, who was about making a movement to the
Tallapoosee river, near its junction with the Coosee.

The volunteers therefore were marched across the river the
day after their arrival, and on the next day, Jackson followed
with the remainder of his force, consisting of the artillery
company, with one six pounder, one company of infantry of
48 men, two companies of spics, of about 30 men each, and
a company of volunteer officers, headed by general Coffee,
who had been abandoned by his men, under some misappre-
hension as to their term of service, and who still remained in
the field waiting the orders of the government.

On the 17th, the troops took up the line of march, and on
the night of the 18th encamped at Talledega Fort, where they
were joined by between 200 and 300 friendly Indians ; 65 of
whom were Cherokees, the remainder Creeks. On the 20th,
they encamped at Enotachopco, a small Hillibee village, about
12 miles from Emuckfau. Here Jackson began to perceive
very plainly how little knowledge the spies had of the coun-
try, of the situation of the enemy, or of the distance the zr-
my was from them. The insubordination of the new troops,
and the want of skill in most of their officers, also became
more and more apparent. But their ardour to meet the enemy
was not diminished ; and Jackson had a sure reliance upon the
guard_s, and the company of old volunteer officers, and upon
the spies, in all about 125.

On the morning of the 21st, the troops marched from Eno-
tachopco, as direct as possible for the bend of the Tallapoosee,
z:}t:d about 2 o’clock, P. M., the spies having discovered two of
th: ef‘:,f:;-‘riny, enldcavoure‘d to overtal_cc them,. but failed In
roud MU[::%)al; arge trail was perceived, which l.ed to a new
st oo " caten and lately travelled.  Knowing that he

rived within the neighbourhood of a strong force,
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and it being late in the day, Jackson determined to encamp,
and reconnoitre the countrv in the night. He accordingly
chose the best scite the country would admit, encamped in a
hollow square, sent out spies and pickets, doubled the centi-
nels,-and made the necessary arrangements before dark for a
night attack. - About 10 o’clock at night one the .pickets fired
at three of the enemy, and killed one, bat he was not found un-
til the next day. At 11, the spies returned with the informa-
tion, that there was a large encampment of Indians at the
distance of about three miles, who, from their whooping and
dancing, seemed to be apprized of the approach of the troops.
One of these spies, an Indian in whom Jackson had great
confidence, assured him that they were carrying off their wo-
men and children, and that the warriors would either make
their escape or attack him before day. Being prepared at all
all points, nothing remained to be done but to await their ap-
proach, if they meditated an attack, or to be ready, if they
did not, to pursue and attack them at day-light.

While the troops were in this state of readiness, the enemy,
about 6 o’clock in the morning, commenced a vigorous attack
on the left flank, which was as vigorously met ; the action con-
tinued to rage on that flank, and on the left of the rear, for
about half an hour. So soon as it became light enough to
pursue, the left wing, having sustained the heat of the action,
and being somewhat weakened, was reinforced by a company
of infantry, and was ordered and led on to the charge by ge-
neral Coffee, who was well supported by all the officers and
privates who composed that line. The enemy was completely’
routed at every point, and -the friendly Indians joining in the
pursuit, they were chased about two miles with considerable
staaghter. :

, The chase being over, general Coffee was detached with
400 men and all the Indian force to burn the encampment;
but with orders, if it was fortified, not to attack it, until the ar-
tillery could be sent forward to reduce it. On viewing the en-
campment and its strength, the general thought it most pru-
dent to retuin, and guard the artillery thither. The wisdom
of this step was soon discovered—in half an ‘hour after his
return to camp, a considerable force of the enemy made its
appearance on Jackson’s right flank, and commenced a brisk
fire on a party of men, who'had been on picket-guard the night
before, and were then in search of the Indians they had fired
upon.. General Coffee immediately requested 200 men to
turn their left flank, which were accordingly, ordered ; but,
through some mistake, not more than 54 followed him, among
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whom were the old volunteer officers. With these, however,
he immediately commenced an attack on 'the left ﬂa.nk of the
enemy, and Jackson ordered 200 of the friendly Indians to fall
in upon their right flank, and co-operate with general Coffee.
This order was promptly obeyed, and what was expected was
realized. The enemy had intended the attack on the right as
a feint, and, expecting to direct all Jackson’s attention thither,
meunt to attack him again, and with their main force, on the
left flank, which they had hoped to find weakened and in dis-
order. But they were disappointed ; for Jackson had order-
ed the left flank to remain irm to its place, and the moment
the alarm-gun was heard in that quarter, he repaired thither,
and ordered captain Ferrill, part of the reserve, to support it.
The whole line met the approach of the enemy with astonish-
ing intrepidity, and having given a few fires, they forthwith
charged with great vigour. The effect was immediate and
inevitables The enemy fled with precipitation, and were pur-
sued to a considerable distance, bv the left flank and the friend-
ly Indians, with a galling and destructive fire.

In tbe mean time gencral Coffec was contending with a su-
perior force of the enemy. The Indians who had been order-
ed to his support, and who had set out for this purpose, hear-
ing the firing on the left, had returned to that quarter, and
when the enemy were routed there, entered into the chase.
That being now over, 100 of them were sent to the relief of
Coffee; and as soon as they reached him, the charge was made
and the enemy routed : they were pursued about three miles,
and 45 of them slain, who were found. General Coffee was
wounded in the body, and his aid-de-camp, A. Dénaldson,
killed, together with three others. '

The camp was now fortificd, in order that the troops might
be the better prepared to repel any attack which might be
made the following night, and next morning the troops set
out on their return to Fort Strother, general Jackson not
deeming it prudent to proceed farther on account of the scar-
city of supplies, the number of his wounded, and the probabi-
lity of the Indians recciving reinforcements from below. The
retreat commenced at 10 o’clock on the 23d, and the troops
were fortunate enough to reacn Enotachopco before night,
having passed a dangerous defile without interruption. The
camp was again fortified. Having another dcfile to pass in
the morning, across a deep creck, and between two hills, which
Jackson had viewed with attention, as he passed on, and where
he expected he might be at{acked, he determined to pass it at
another point, and gave directions to the guide and fatigue-
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men accordingly. The general’s expectation of an attack in
the morning was increased by the signs of the night, and with
it his caution. Before the wounded were removed from the
interior of the camp, the front and rear-guards were formed, -
as well as the right and left columns, and the centre moved
off in regular order, leading down a ridge to Enotachopco
creek, at a point where it was clear of reeds, except immedi-
ately on its margin. A general order had been previously
issued, pointing out the manner in which the men should be
formed in the event of an attack on the front, or rear, or on
the flanks, and the officers had been particularly cautioned to
halt and form accordingly, the instant the word should be
given. ‘
The front guard had crossed with part of the flank columns,
the wounded were over, and the artillery in the act of entering
the creek, when an alarm-gun was heard in the rear. Having
chosen the ground, Jackson expected there to have entirely
cut off the enemy, by wheeling the right and left columns on
their pivot, re-crossing the creek above and below, and falling
in upon their flanks and rear. Bat, to his astonishment and
mortification, when the word was given to halt and form, and
a few guns had been fifed, the right and left columns of the
vear-guard precipitately gave way. This shameful retreat
was disastrous in the extreme: it drew along with it the
greater part of the centre column, leaving not more than 25
men, who, being formed by colonel Carrol, maintained their
ground as long as it was possible to maintain it. T'here was
then left to repulse the enemy, the few who remained of the
rear-guard, the artillery company, and captain Russeil’s com
pany of spies. 'Their conduct, however, exceeded the highest
expectations. Lieutedant Armstrong, who commanded the
artillery company in the absence of captain Deadrick, who
was confined by sickness, ordered them to form, and advanced
to the top of the hill, whilst he and a few others dragged up
the six-pounder. Never was more brdvery displayed than on
this occasion. Amidst the most galling fire from the enemy,
more than ten times their number, they ascended the hill and
maintained their position, until their piece was hauled up,
when, having levelled it, they poured upon the enemy a fire
of grape, re-loaded ‘and fired again, charged and repulsed
them*. ' .
L2 :
* Genergl Jackson, in his official report, states some instances of per-
haps the most deliberate bravery that have ever been recorded. The indi-

viduuls mentioned were lieutenant Armstrong, Constantine Perkins, and
Craven Jackson, all of the artillery, the two latter acting as gunners. In
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A number of the troops now crossed the creck, and entered
into the chase. Captain Gordon of the spies, who had rushed
from the front, endeavoured to turn the left flank of the ene-
my, in which he partially succeeded, and colonel Carroll,
colonel Higgins, and captains Elliot and Pipkins, pursued the
encmy for more than two miles, who fled in consternation,
throwing away their packs, and leaving 26 of their warriors
dead on the field. This last defeat was decisive, the troops
being no more disturbed in their retreat.

The loss sustained in these several engagements was 20
killed and 75 wounded, 4 of whom afterwards dieds The
loss of the enemy could not be accurately ascertained : 189 of
their warriors were found dead ; but this must fall considera-
bly short of the number really killed. Their wounded can only
be guessed at.

¢ 4. Mcanwhile general Floyd was advancing towards the
Indian territory from Chatahouchie river. On the 27th of
January his camp was attacked by a large body of Indians, at
the hour usually chosen for their operations, viz. about an hour-
before day.  'They stole upon the centinels, fired upon them,
and then with great impetuosity rushed upon the line. In 20
minutes the action became general, and the front of both flanks
were closely pressed, but the gallant conduct of the officers,
and the firmness of the men, repelled them at every point. As
soon as it became light enough to distinguish objects, Floyd
strengthened his right wing, to prepare them for a charge, and
the cavalry was ordered to form in their rear, to act as cir-
cumstances should dictate. The order for the charge was
promptly obeyed, and the enemy fled in every direction before
the bayonet. The order was then given for the charge of the
cavalry, who pursued and sabred fifteen of the enemv.

Thirty-seven Indians were left dead on the field. From the
effusion of blood, and number of the war-clubs and head-dresses
found in various directions, their loss must have been consi-
derable.  Flovd’s loss was 17 killed, and 132 wounded.

§ 5. The Creeks being rather inspirited than cast down by
their last encounters with the whites, more vigorous efforts

the hurry of the moment, in separating the gun from the limbers, the ram-
mer and picker f the cannon were left tied to the limber: no sooner was
this discove,ed, than Jackson, amidst the galling fire of the enemy, pulled
out the ramrod of his musket and used it as a picker; primed wit'h’ It) cart-
ridge, and fired the cannon  Perkins hat ing pulled off his bayenet, used
his musket as a rammer, and drove down the cartridge ; and Jackson ,usAmg‘
his former plan, again discharged her. Lieutenant Armstrong fell, just
afte~ the first fire of the cannon, excluiming, as he lay, “m gbravc’: erl-
lows, some of you muy fall, but ¥ou must save the cannon.” Y
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became necessary. General Jackson, therefdre, having re-
ceived reinforcements of militia from Tennessee, and bei
joined by a considerable body of Cherokee and friendly Creek
Indians, set out on another expedition to the Tallapousee ri-
ver. He put his army in motion from the Coosec river on the
morning of the 24th of March, and having a passage of fifty-
two and a half miles over the ridges which divide the waters
of the two rivers, reached the bend of the Tallapoosee, three
miles beyond where the engagement of the 22d of January
took place, and at the southern extremity of New Youca, on
the morning of the 27th.

This bend resembles in its curvature that of a horse-shoe,
and is thence called by that name among the whites. Nature
furnishes few situations as eligible for defence ; and barbari-
ans never rendered one more secure by art, than was this by
the Creeks. Across the neck of land which leads into it from
the north, they had erected a breastwork, of the greatest com-
pactness and strength, from five to eight feet high, and pre-
pared with double rows of port-holes very artfully arranged.
The figure of this wall manifested no less skill in the pro-
Jjectors of it, than its construction ; an army could not approach
it without being exposed to a double and cross fire from the
enemy, who lay in perfect security behind it. The area of
this peninsula, thus bounded by breastworks, included about
80 or 100 acres. .

In this bend the warriors from Oakfuskee, Oakchaya, New
Youca, Hillabees, the Fish Ponds, and Eufauta towns, appriz-
ed of Jackson’s approach, had collected their strength. Their
exact number was not ascertained ; but it was believed to have
been about 1000 : and relying with the utmost confidence upon
their strength, their situation, and the assurances of their pro-
phets, they calculated on repulsing Jackson with great ease.

Early on the morning of the 27th, having encamped the
preceding night at the distance of six miles from the bend,
Jackson detached gencral Coffee with the mounted men, and
nearly the whole of the Indian force, to pass the river at a
ford about three miles below their encampment, and to sur-
round the bend in such a_manner that none of them should
escape by attempting to cross the river. With the remainder
of the forces Jackson proceeded along the point of land, which
led to the front of their breastwork ; and at half past 10 o’clock,
planted his artillery on a small eminence, distant from the
s.zarest point of the breastwork about 80 yards, and from its
farthest about 250 ; from which a brisk fire was immediately
opened upon its centre. Whenever the enemy showed them-

VOL. 1IV.
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sclves behind their works, or ventured to approach them,
galling fire was opened on them with musketry and rifles,

Meanwhile general Coffce, having crossed below, turned up
the river, bearing away from its chffs. When within hulf a
mile of thevillage, which stood at the extremity of the peninsu-
la, the savage vell was raised by the enemy. Expecting an im-
mediate attack, Coffee drew up his forces in line of battle, in
open hilly woodland, and moved forward in that position. The
friendly Indians had been previously ordered to advance se-
cretly and take possession of :he bank of the river, and prevent
the enemy from crossing on the approach of Jackson’s main
body in front. Accordingly, the fire of Jackson’s cannon com-
mencing when Coffee’s troops were within about a quarter of
a mile from the river, his Indians immediately rushed for-
ward with great impetuosity to its banks. The militia were
halted, and kept in order of battle, an attack on the rear be-
ing expected from the Oakfuskee villages, which lay on the
river about eight miles below.

The fire of the cannon and small arms becoming now gene-
ral and heavy in front, animated the Indians on the bank ;
and seeing about 100 of the warriors, and all the squaws and
children of the enemy running about among the huts of the
village on the opposite shore, they could no longer remain
. silent spectators.  While some kept up a fire across the river
(here about 120 yards wide), to prevent the enemy’s approach
to the bank, other< plunged into the river and swam across for
canoes, that lay on the other side in considerable numbers,
Having succeeded in bringing them over, numbers embarked,
and landing in the peninsula, advanced into the village, and
soon drove the cnemy from the huts up to the fortification,
where they pursued and continued to annoy them duging the
wiole action.

This movement of the friendly Indians leaving the river
bank unguarded, made it necessary that a part of Coffee’s
line should take their place. A company of rangers were ac-
conhpgly posted on the bank of the upper part, and a lieuten-
ant with 40 men took possession of an island in the lower part
of the bend.

Fl_nding that the friendly Indians, notwithstanding the de-
opposi%e banks of ;}?: riv " g?nirql Coffce had sccured the
possession of the works“lfr" Jtdc- . d‘thl‘mlne(l upon taking
disposed for such an undert}'\ksi . mi1 l\ﬁvcr pere men 'better
t0 be effected. Thev | 1 e ng, than those by vwhom it was

. y had entreated to be led to the charge
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with the most pressing importunity ; and received the order
which was now given with the strongest demonstration of joy.
The effect was such as this temper of mind foretold. The
regular troops, led by colonel Williams and major Montgome-
ry, were presently in possession of the nearer side of the
breastwork ; and the militia accompanied them in the charge
with a vivacity and firmness which could not have been ex-
ceeded, and have seldom been equalled by troops of any de-
scription.

Having maintained for a few minutes a very obstinate con-
test, muzzle to muzzle, through the port-holes, in which
many of the enemy’s balls were welded to the American
bayonets, they succeeded in gaining possession of the opposite
side of the works. The event could then no longer be doubt-
ful; the enemy, although many of them fought to the last with
that kind of bravery which desperation inspires, were routed
and cut to pieces. The whole margin of the river which sur-
rounded the peninsula, was strewed with the slain: 557 yere
found, besides a great number who were thrown in the river
by their surviving friends, and killed in attempting to pass it,
by general Coffee’s men, stationed on the opposite banks. Not
more than 20 could have escaped. Among the dead was found
their famous propliet Manahoee, shot in the mouth By a grape-
shot, and two other prophets. Two or three women and
children were killed by accident. The number of prisoners
taken exceeded 300, all women and children excepting three
or four,

The battle may be said to have continued with severity
for about five hours; but the firing and the slaughter con-

- tinued until it was suspended by the darkness of the night.
The next morning it was resumed, and 16 of the enemy
slain, who had concealed themselves under the banks.

Jackson’s loss was 26 white men killed, and 107 wounded ;
18 Cherokees killed, and 36 wounded ; 5 friendly Creeks kill-
ed, and 11 wounded.

This most decisive battle completely broke the spirit as well
as power of the hostile Creeks, who were never after able to
make head against the troops of the United States. Jackson
shortly after completely scoured the Coosee and Tallapoosee
rivers, and the intervening country. A partof the enemy on
the latter river, just before his arrival, made their escape
across it, and fled in consternation towards Pensacola. Moest
of the inhabitants on the Coosee and the neighbouring country
came in, and surrendered unconditionally. Many of the ne-
groes taken at Fort Mims were delivered up, and one white
woman, with her two children. -
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A detachment of militia from North and South Carolina,
under the command of colonel Pearson, scourgd the country
below, upon the Alibama, took a number of prisoners, and. re-
ceived the submission of a great number of Creck warriors
and prophets. On the return of Pearson’s expedition, he had
with him upwards of 600 of the late hostile Creeks, and nearly
all the remaining negroes that had been captured at Fort
Mims. .

§ 6. On the 1st of August, the principal chiefs of the hostile
Crecks met general Jackson at the fort called by his name,
for the purpose of concluding articles of agreement and capi-
tulation, which were agreed upon the 9th of the same month.
By this treaty a large and valuable portion of their territory
was ceded to the United States, as an equivalent for the ex-
penses incurred in prosecuting the war, and the right of the
United States to establish military posts and trading-houses,
and to open roads within their territory, was acknowledged, as
also the right to the free navigation of all their waters. The
Creeks also engaged to make an immediate surrender of all
the persons and property taken from the citizens of the Unired
States, the friendly part of the Creek nation, the Cherokee,
Chickasaw, and Choctaw nations, to the respective owners ;
and to surrender all the prophets and instigators of the war,
whether foreigners or natives, who had not submitted to the
arms of the United States, and become parties to these arti-
cles, if ever they should be found within the territory of the
Creeks. It was also stipulated, that the Creeks should abandon
all communication, and cease to hold any intercourse with any
British or Spanish post, garrison, or town; and that they
should not admit among them any agent or trader, who should
not derive authority to hold commercial or other intercourse
with them, by license from the president or authorized agent
of the United States. The United States engaged to guarantee
the remainder of their territory, and to restore all their pri-
soners ; and, in consideration of the nation being reduced to
extreme want, and not having at present the means of sub-
sistence, the United States engaged, from motives of huma-
nity, to continue to furnish them gratuitously with the neces-
saries of life, until the crops of corn could be considered com-
petent toyield the nation a supply ; and to establish trading-
houses, to enable the nation by industry and economy to pro-
cure clothing.

Thus ended the Creek war, after a prodigious slaughter of
“}053 brave, misguided men, and the unconditional submis-
sion of the remainder, excepting a few who took refuge in
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Florida. Nearly the whole of the Creek towns were de-
stroyed. '

§ 7. But hardly was the Indian war at an end, before new
troubles sprang up in this quarter, and general Jackson was
forced to encounter a much more formidable enemy. Af-
ter concluding the treaty with the Creeks, Jackson moved his
head-quarters to Mobile, where, on the 27th of August, he
received  information by express from Pensacula, that three
British'vessels had arrived there on the 25th, which, on the
following day, had disembarked an immense quantity of
arms, ammunition, munitions of war, and provisions; and
marched ingp the Spanish fort between two and three hundred
troops. He was likewise informed that thirteen sail of the
line, with a large number of transports, bringing 10,000 troops,
were daily expected.

On the receipt of this information, Jackson immediately
dispatched an express to the governor of Tennessee at Nash-
ville, requesting that the whole of the quota of the militia of
that state should be organized, equipped, and brought ‘into
the field, without delay, and his adjutant-general, then in Ten-
nessee, was instructed to make the necessary arrangements for
immediately provisioning and bringing the troops to head-
quarters. 2

The three vessels which had arrived at Pensacola, joined
by another, soon after sailed from that port for Mobile, and
on the 15th of September appeared off Fort Bowyer. The
town of Mobile, where general Jackson had his head-quarters,
is situated on the west side of the Mobile river, at its entrance
into the bay of the same name. Mobile bay is about 30 miles
long, and of considerable breadth; but its entrance is only 5
miles broad, and is completely commanded by Fort Bowyer,
which is situated at the extreme point on the east side of the
bay. The fort was occupied by a small garrison, commanded
by major Lawrence, of the 2d infantry.

The British squadron, consisting of two ships and two brigs,
appeared in sight about noon of the 15th, standing directly
for the fort. At4, in the afternoon, the battery was opened
upon ‘them ; the firing was immediately returned from all
the vessels. A force of 110 marines, commanded by colonel
Nicholls, 200 Creek Indians, headed by captain Woodbine,
of the British navy, and about 20 artillerists, had been previ-
ously landed in the rear of the fort, and opened a fire upon it
from a twelve-pounder and a howitzer, but they did no exe-
cution, and were soon silenced by a few shot. The action
continued without intermission on either side for nearly three

L3
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hours, when three of the vessels were compelled to retire.
The commodore’s ship, which mounted 22 thirty-two-pound
carronades, having anchored nearest the fort, had her cable
cut by the shot, and was so much disabled that she drifted on
shore, within 600 vards of the battery; when, the other ves-
sels being out of reach, such a tremendous fire was opened
upon her, that she was set on fire and abandoned by such of
her crew as survived. Qut of a crew of 170 men, the com-
mander and 20 men only escaped. On board of the other
ship, 85 were killed and wounded ; one of the brigs also was
very considerably damaged ; but her loss was not ascertained.
The effective force in the fort was about 120 mengp their loss
was ouly four killed and five wounded. During the hottest
part of the action, the flag-staffl being shot away, the flag was
immediazely regained under a heavy fire of grape and cannis-
ter, hoisted on a sponge staff, and planted on the parapet.
The land-forces retreated by land to Pensacola, after having
re-embarked their pieces.

§ 8. A short time previous to this attack, a proclamation
was issued by Edward Nichols, commanding his Britannic
majesty’s forces in the Floridas, and dated head-quarters,
Pensacola, addressed to the inhabitants of Louisiana, Ken-
tucky, and Tepnessee. In this address, the natives of Lou-
isiana are called upon to assist the British forces in liberating
their paternal soil from a fruitless, imbecile government; to
abolish the American usurpation, and put the lawful owners
of the soil in possession. The inhabitants of Kentucky and
Tennessee are told that they have too long borne with griev-
ous impositions ; that the brunt of the war has fallen on their
brave sons; and they are intreated to be imposed on no more,
but either to range themselves under the standard of their
forefathers, or observe a strict neutrality. If they complied
with either of these offers, the address assured them, that
whatever provisions they sent down should be paid for in dol-
lars, and the safety of the persons bringing it, as well as the
free navigation of the Mississippi, guaranteed.

The proclamation then calls to the view of the “ men of
Kentucky the conduct of those factions which hurried them
into this cruel, unjust, and unnatural war, at a time when
Great Britain was straining every nerve in defence of her own
and the liberties of the world ; when she was expending mil-
lions of her treasure in endeavouring to pull down one of the
most formidable and dangerous tvrants that ever disgraced the
form of man. When groaning Europe was in her last gasp,
when Britons alone showed an undaunted front, basely did
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these assassins endeavour to stab her from the rear; she has
turned on them renovated from the bloody but successful strug-
gle. Europe is happy and free, and she now hastens justly
to avenge the unprovoked insult. Shcw them,” continued
Nichols, “that you are not collectively unjust—leave that
contemptible few to shift for themselves; let those slaves of
the tyrant send an embassy to Elba, and implore his aid ; but let
every honest, upright American spurn them with merited con-
tempt. After the experience of 21 years, can you any longer sup-
port those brawlers of liberty, who call it freedom, when them-
selves are no more free than their impostors? Be no longer
their dupes, accept my offers, and all that is promised you in
the proclamation, I guarantee to you, on the sacred word of
a British officer.” :

A greater degree of ignorance of the nature of the people
addressed, was perhaps never displaved, than was manifested
in this proclamation. Nichols himself was enabled to take a
pretty favourable view of its reception a few days after it was
issued, as he headed the land forces employed against Fort
Bowyer. ' _

§ 9. Previous to the attack upon Mobile, Nichols had held
out the most seducing offers to'induce a band of lawless men,
who had formed an establishment on the island of Barrataria,
to eater into the British service in the operations planned
against Lower Louisiana. But although these men were act-
ing in the most lawless manner, and though they were actually
proscribed hy the American government, they would not con-
sent to act the part of traitors. Instead of accepting the Bri-
tish offers, they procrastinated their answer, and immediately
dispatched the intelligence to New-Orleans.

The Barratarians principally consisted of the officers and
crews of French privateers, who, on the eapture of Guade-
loupe, the last of the French West-India islands, had repair-
ed to Carthagena, and accepted commissions from the new
government which had been ‘established there. For the con-
venience of disposing of their prizes, these men resorted to
Barrataria, and formed establishments in the island of Grand
Terre, and other places along the coast of Louisiana to the
west of the Mississippi, whence, it is said, they preyed in-
discriminately upon the commerce of all nations, not except-
ing even that of the United States, in whose dominions they
had thus unwarrantably settled themselves. The chief inter-
course of the Barratarians was with New-Orleans, almost all
their prize goods being smuggled into that port.
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In the yvear 1813, this lawless colony excited the attention
of the government of Louisiana, and a company was ordered
out to breuk up the establishment. But this small force prov-
ed quite ineffectual : the whole party were surprised and cap-
tured before they reached the settlements of this resolute set
of men. The naval force, however, being considerably strength-
ened in the summer of 1814, a new expedition was htted out.
On the 11th of September, commodore Patterson lett New-
Orlcans, with a detachment of 70 of the 44th regiment of in-
fantry, commanded by colonel Ross, and being joined by the
schooner Caroline at Placquemine, and the gun-boats at the
Bulize, on the morning of the 16th made the 1sland of Barra-
taria, and discovered a number of vessels in the harbour,
some of which shewed Carthagenian colours. As soon as
the squadron was perceived, the Barratarians formed their
vessels, ten in pumber, into a line of battle near the entrance
of the harbour; and Patterson also formed his vessels into a
line of battle, consisting of six gun-boats, a tender, and a
launch ; the schooner Caroline drawing too much water to
cross the bar. On the approach of the squadron, however,
the Barratarians abandoned their vessels, and took to flight in
all dircctions in their small boats, having previously fired two
of their best schooners. The launch, with two gun-barges
and the small boats, were immediately sent in pursuit, and
all the vessels in the harbour were taken possession of, and
the establishment on shore completely destroved.

¢ 10. The unprecedented conduct of the governor of Pen-
sacola, in harbouring and aiding the British and thei: Indian
allies, and in allowing them to fit out expoditions against the
United States from th.t port, had been forcibly remonstrated
against by general Jackson, but hitherto without effect.  Hav-
ing been reinforced by about 2000 Tennessee militia, which
had marched to Mobile through the Indian country, Jackson,
therefore, advanced towards Pensacola to demand redress.
He reached the neighbourhood of that post on the afternoon
of the 6th of November, and immediately sent a flag to com-
municate the object of his visit to the governor ; but it was
forced to return, being fired on from the batteries. Jackson
then reconnoitered the fort, and finding it defended by both
English and Spanish troops. determined to storm the town,
;ti‘sddﬁi?':gil:;ili}(; t:nielx]ctl; fol{e necessary arrangements for carrying

ect the next day.
n};rtht:':?ops were put in motion for the attack early on the
. ng encamped to the west of the town, Jackson cal-
culated that the attack would be expected from that quarter.
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To cherish this idea, part of the mounted men were sent to
show themselves on the west, while the remainder of the troops
passed in the rear of the fort, undiscovered, to the east of the
town. When at the distance of a mile, the town appeared in
full view. The troops, principally militia, with a few regu-
lars, and some Choctaw Indians, advanced with the most un-
daunted courage, although a strong fort appeared ready to as-
sail them on the right, seven British armed vessels on the left,
and strong block-houses and batteries of cannon in front. On
entering the town, a battery of two cannon was opened on the
centre column, composed of the regulars, with ball and grape,
and a shower of musquetry from the houses and gardens.
The battery was immediately stormed, and the musquetry was
soon silenced by the steady and well-directed fire of the re-
gulars.

The governor now made his appearance with a flag, and
begged for mercy, offering to surrender the town and fort un-
conditionally. Mercy was granted, and protection given to
the citizens and their property, although the officer command-
ing the fort refused to give it up, and held it till near mid-
~ might, when he evacuated it with his troops. The British
moved down to the Barrancas, a strong fort commanding the
harbour, and, finding that Jackson had gained possession of
the town, next morning spiked and dismounted ‘the cannon,
and blew up the fort, just as the American troops were pre-
paring to march and storm the pldce.

The British then withdrew to their shipping, and general
Jackson, having accomplished his object, evacuated the town,
and returned to the American dominions.

§ 11. The dangers impending over New Orléans, from the
threatened expedition of the British, noWw rendered the pre-
sence of general Jackson highly necessary at that city. He ar- -
rived there with his troops on the 2d of December, and im-
mediate meagsures of defence were adopted, by embodying
the militja, repairing the forts on the river, &c.

" A few days after Jackson’s arrival, the British fleet made
their appearance in the Bay of St, Louis, and on the 12th,
* the fleet appeared in such strength off Ship island, as to induce
lieutenant Jones, who commanded the American flotilla of
un-boats, ‘to retire higher up the lake, to take a position to
gefend the passes to New Orleans. On the 13th, the Ameri-
can schooner Seahorse, which had been sent by the commo-
dore that morning to the Bay of St. Louis, to assist in the re-
moval of some public stores, was attacked by three of the
cnemy’s barges. These were driven off, but being reinforced

VOL. IV. N
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by four others, the schooner was blown up by her crew, and
the store-house set on fire. On the following day, the Ame-
rican flotilla, while becalmed, was attacked by 42 heavy launches
and gun-barges, manned with 1000 men and officers, and af-
ter a vigorous resistance, for upwards of an hour, against this
overwhelming force, the whole flotilla was captured by the
enemy. )

§ 12. The news of the arrival of the British squadron in
these waters reached New Orleans on the 12th of December,
and in a day or two after, martial law was proclaimed in the
city, and the militia called out en masse. Large appropriations
were made by the legislature of Louisiana for the crection of
batteries, and granting bounties to seamen to enlist in the ser-
vice ; an embargo was laid for three days in order to stop the
departure of those individuals ; and a requisition was made
by general Jackson of negroes to work on the fortifi ations,
and all those found in the streets were impressed for that pur-
pose, as well as all'’kinds of drays and carts. Four thousand
Tennessee militia arrived by water on the 21st, and Jackson
was further reinforced by the Barratarians, to whom an am-
nesty was granted by the general and the governor of Lou-
isiana, on condition of their joining in the defence of the
country.

¢ 13. The loss of the gun-boats having given the enemy
command of lake Borgne, he was enabled to choose his point
of attack. Itbecame, thercfore, an object of importance to
obstruct the numerous bayous and canals leading from that
lake to the highlands on the Mississippi. This important ser-
vice was committed to major general Villere, commanding
the district between the river and the lakes, who, being a
native of the country, was presumed to be best acquainted
with all these passes.  Ulfertunately, however, a picket
which the general had established at the mouth of the bayou
Bicnvenu, and v hich, notwithstanding general Jackson's or-
ders, had been left unobstructed, was completely sugprised,
and the enemy penctrated through a canal leading to his farm,
about two leagues below the city, and succeeded in cutting off
a company of militia stationed there. This intclligence was
communicated to Jackson about 12 o’clock on the 23d. His
force at this time convisted of parts of the 7th and 44th regi-
ments, not exceeding 600 together, the city militia, a part
of general Cof.e’s brigade of mounted gun-men, and the de-
tached militia from the western division of Tennessee, under
the command of major-general Carrol.  These two last corps
were stationed four miles above the citv. Apprehending a



§ 14, 15.] ANNALS OF AMERICA. Q9

double attack by the way- of Chef Menteur, general Carrol’s
force, and the militia of the city, were left posted on the Gen-
tilly road, and at 5 o’clock, P. M. Jackson marched to meet
the enemy, whom he was resolved to attack in his first posi-
tion, with major Hind’s dragoons, general Coffee’s brigade,
parts of the 7th and 44th regiments, the uniformed companies
of militia, under the command of major Planche, 200 men of
colour, chiefly from St. Domingo, and a detachment of artil-
lery, under the direction of colonel M‘Rea, with 2 six-poun-
ders, under the command of lieutenant Spots, not exceeding
in all +500 men.

§ 14. Jackson arrived near the enemy’s encampment about

7, and immediately made his dispositions for the attack. ' The .
enemy’s forces, amounting at that time on land to about 3000, .

extended half a mile on the river, and in the rear nearly to
the wood. General Coffee was ordered to turn their right,
while, - with the residue of the force, Jackson attacked his
strongest position on the left near the river. , Commodore
Patterson, having dropped down the river in the schooner Car-
oline, was directed to open a fire upon their camp, which he
executed about half after 7. Lhis being the signal of attack,
general Coffee’s men, with their usual impetuosity, rushed on

the enemy’s right and entered their camp, while Jackson’s -

troops advanced with equal ardour.

Unfortunately, a thick fog, which arose about eight o’clock,
eaused some confusion among the different corps. Fearidg
the consequences, under this circumstance, of the further pro-
secution® of a night attack with troops then acting together
for the first time, Jackson contented himself with lying on the
field that night ; and at four in the morning assumed a stronger
position about two miles nearer to the city.

In this action the American loss was 24 killed, 115 wound-
ed, and 74 missing ; the British loss amounted to 46 killed,
167 wounded, and 64 missing. ‘

§ 15. The country between New Orleans and the sea is one
extensive swamp, excepting the immediate banks of the Mis-
sissippi. These banks are generally about a quarter of a mile
wide, and being higher than the country behind, are dry, ex-
cept in time of inundation, when the whole country would
form one vast flood, were it not for the artificial banks or le-
vees which have been erected for the preservation of the
farms on this narrow, but fertile strip of land. The city of
New Orleans itself is protected from the river in the same
manner. At intervals there are bayous or outlets which pierce
these banks; the water which flows through them, however,
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never returns to the bed of the river, but finds its way to the
Gulf of Mexico by other channels through the swamps.

From this description of the country, it will be perceived,
that New Orleans is extremely susceptible of defence, and
that over a certain proportion, numbers are nearly unavailing.
The position taken up by general Jackson occupied both banks
of the river. On the left it was simply a straight line of a
front of about 1000 yards, with a parapet, the right resting
on the river, and the left on a wood, which communicated
with the swamp, and the passage of which had been rendered
impracticable for troops. This line was strengthened by flank-
works, and had a ditch with about four feet of water. On
the right bank was a heavy battery of 15 guns, which enfiladed
the whole front of the position on the left bank.

¢ 16. The British having erected a battery in the night of
the 26th; succeeded, on the following day, in blowing up the
schooner Caroline, which lay becalmed a short distance above
in the Mississippi. Her crew, however, had previously made
their escape. Emboldened by this event, the enecmy marched
his whole force on the 28th up the levee, in the hope of driving
the Americans from their position, and with this view opened
upon them, at the distance of about half a mile, his bombs and
rockets. He was repulsed, however, with the loss of 16 kill-
ed, and 38 wounded. The American loss was 7 killed, and
8 wounded.

Another attempt was made upon the American lines on the
ist of January. The enemy having the preceding night erect-
ed a battery near the works, in the morning opened a heavy
fire from it, and made two bold attempts to force and turn the
left wing, in both of which they were repulsed; and in the
course of the night they retreated to their lines, leaving all their
guns on the battery, which they had previously spiked, and a
considerable quantity of ammunition, working-tools, and their
dead unburied. Their loss on this occasion was 32 killed, 44
wounded, and 2 missing; that of the Americans, 11 killed
and 23 wounded.

General Jackson was reinforced by 2500 Kentucky militia
on the th, and on the 6th the British were joined by general
Lambert, at the head of the second part of the expedition.
Serious preparations were now made for storming the Ameri-
can works,

§17. On the night of the 7th, with infinite labour, the British
succeeded in getting their hoats into the Mississippi, by wi-
dening and decpening the chanael of the bavou, from which
they had :whout two weeks before effected their disembarka-
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tion. Though these operations were not unperceived, it was
not in Jackson’s power to impede them by a general attack :
the nature of the troops under his command, mostly militia,
rendering it too hazardous to attempt extensive offensive
movements in an open country, against a numerous and well-
disciplined army. Although his forces, as to number, had
been increased .by the arrival of the Kentucky division, his
strength had received very little addition ; a small portion only
of that detachment being provided with arms. Compelled
thus to wait the attack of the enemy, Jackson, however, took
every measure to repel it when it should be made, and to de-
feat the object in view.

Early in the morning of the 8th, the enemy, after throwing
2 heavy shower of bombs and Congreve rockets, advanced
their columns on the right and left to storm the entrenchments
on the left bank of the Mississippi, throwing over a conside-
rable force in his boats at the same time to the right bank.
The entrenchments on the right bank, were occupied by gene-
ral Morgan, with the New Orleans contingent, the Louisiana
militia, and a strong detachment of the Kentucky troops;
general Jackson, with the Tennessee and the remainder of the
Kentucky militia, occupied the works on the left bank.

The columns of the enemy advanced in good order towards
Jackson’s entrenchments, the men shouldering their muskets,
and all carrying fascines, and some with ladders. The batte-
ries now opened an incessant fire on the British columns,
which continued to advance in pretty good order, until, in a
few minutes, the musketry of the militia joining their fire with
that of the artillery, began to make an impression on them,
which soon threw them into confusion. At this time the noise
of the continued rolling fire resembled the concussion of tre-
mendous peals of thunder. For some time the British offi-
cers succeeded in animating the courage of their troops, al-
though every discharge from the batteries opened the columns,
mowing down whole files, which were almost instantaneously
replaced by new troops coming up close after the first: but
these also shared the same fate, until at last, after 25 minutes
continued firing, through which a few platoons advanced to the
edge of the ditch, the columns broke and retreated in confu-
sion.

A second attack was received in the same manner. The
British were forced to retreat, with an immense loss. But vain
was the attempt of the officers to bring them up a third time.
The soldiers were insensible to every thing but danger, and
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saw nothing but death, which had struck so many of their
comrades.

Necar the commencement of the attack, general Packenham,
the British commander-in-chief, lost his life at the head of his
troops, and soon after generals Keane and Gibbs were carried
off the ficld dangerously wounded. A great many other offi-
cers of rank fell, and the plain between the front line of the
British and the Amcrican works, a distance of 400 vards, was
literally covered with the enemy’s dead and wounded. At this
time general Jackson's loss was only seven killed and six
wounded.

The entire destruction of the British army had now been in-
evitable, had not an unfortunate occurrence at this moment
taken place on the right bank of the river. The troops which
had landed there were hardy enough to advance against the
works, and at the very moment when their entire discomfiture
was looked for with confidence, the Kentucky militia inglori-
ously fled, drawing after them, by their example, the remain-
der of the forces. Commodore Patterson, who commanded
the batteries, was of course forced to abandon them, after spik-
ing his guns.

This unfortunate rout totally changed the aspect of affairs.
The enemy now occupied a position from which he could an-
noy Jackson without hazard, and by means of which he might
have been enabled to defeat, in a great measure, the effects of
the success of the Americans on the other side of the river.
It became, thercfore, an object of the first consequence to dis-
lodge him as soon as possible. For this object, all thc means
which Jackson could with any safety use, were immediately
put in preparation. © But so great had been the loss of the
Briush on the left bank, that they were not able to sparea
sufficient number of troops to hold the position which they had
gained on the right bank without jeopardizing the safety of
the whole.  The troops were therefore withdrawn, and J:ick-
son immediately regained the lost position.

The spirit of atrocity and vengeance, which marked the
conduct of the British during the campaign, was manifested
even in this battle, although thev suffered so signal a defeat.
After their final repulse on the left bank, numbers of the Ame-
rican troops, prompted merely by sentiments of humanity,
went, of their own accord, in front of their lines, to assist the
wounded British, to give them drink, and to carry them (as
thfv' did several of them on their backs) within' the lines.
While they were thus employed, they were actually fired upon,
and several killed, Yet the others, regardless of the danger,
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gpersevered in their laudable purpase. This instance of base-
ness may have proceeded from individuals ; nor would it in
common cases be presumed, that the men were ordered to
fire by their officers : but if the factbe, as has been repeated-
ly asserted without contradiction, that the watchword of the
day was the significant words ‘ beauty and booty,” no charge
would seem too atrocious for belief against the British com-
manders. - :

The total loss of the Americans in this action on both sides
of the river, was 13 killed, 39 wounded, and 19 missing. The
British acknowledge a loss of 293 killed, 1267* wounded, and
484 missing. About 1000 stand of arms of different descrip-
tions were taken by the Americans. ’

The British -having retired to their old position, continued
to occupy it till the night of the 18th, although constantly an-
noyed by the American artillery on both sides of the river. At
midnight they precipitately decamped, and returned to their
boats, leaving behind, under medical attendanee, 80 wounded,
including two officers. Fourteen pieces of heavy artillery, and
a quantity of shot, were also abandoned, and a great deal of
powder, which, however, was previously destroyed. But,

“such was the situation of the ground which the enemy aban-
doned, and of that through which he retired, protected by ca-
nals, redoubts, entrenchments, and swamps on his right, and
the river on his left, that Jackson could not, without encounter-
ing a risk which true policy did not seem to require or to au-
thorise, attempt to annoy him much on his retreat. He took
only eight prisoners.

Commodore Patterson, however, dispatched five boats and
a gig, manned and armed with 50 men, under the command of
Mr. Thomas Shields, purser on the New Orleans station, to

" annoy the retreat of the British. On the night of the 19th, a

boat lying at anchor was captured by surprise, without resist-

ance, containing 40 dragoons and 14 seamen. The prisoners

exceeding the detachment in numbers, Shields returned, and

placing them in charge of the army, again set out in pursuit,

m the hope of intercepting some of the enemy’s boats about
day-light, but without success.

" On the morning of the 21st, Shields once more pushed off
among the transports-of the enemy, and captured several, but
unfortunately, owing to a strong contrary wind, he was not
able to bring them off ; some of them were therefore given up
to the parolled prisoners, and the re_mainder .de's'troye.d. _Se-
venty-eight prisoners were brought in by this intrepid little
band.
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¢ 18. Meantime the British fleet having proceeded up the
Mississippi, bombarded Fort St. Philip for eight or nine days;
but not being able to make any impression, they commenced
their retreat about the same time that the army above em-
barked in their boats, viz. on the 18th of January. The bom-
barding vessels were stationed most of the time out of the
reach of the guns of the fort. Major Overton, the commander,
lost only two killed and seven wounded.

We have never seen any official statement of the forces em-
ployed in this expedition ; but the most probable calculation
makes the force landed below New Orleans, about 15,000,
viz. 11,000 land-troops, and 4000 sailors and marines. So
confident were the British of success, that collectors of the
eustoms and other civil officers attended the expedition, seve-
ral of whom were among the prisoners taken by Shicelds, on
the retreat of the army.

§ 19. As soon as the British troops were embarked on board
their shipping, the squadron made for Mobile bay, and com-
pletely invested Fort Bowyer both by land and water. A large
force was landed on the 18th of February, who made regular
approaches, keeping up a constant firing, until the 11th, when,
the approaches being within pistol-shot of the fort, colonel
Lawrence was summoned to surrender. Resistance being un-
availing against the overwhelming force of the enemy, articles
of capitulation were agreed to, surrendering the fort to the
British, the garrison, consisting of 366 men, including officers,
being considered prisoners of war. On the 10th and 11th,
general Winchester, who commanded at Mobile, threw a de-
tachment across the bay for the relief of Fort Bowyer, but too
late to effect any thing, except the capture of one of the British
barges, with 17 men.

§ 20. While these operations were carried on in the Gulph
of Mexico, a considerable force was stationed off the coast of
South Carolina and Georgia, menacing Charleston and Savan-
nah. They took possession of Cumberland island, as a mili-
tary station, but nothing of consequence was effected on the
main, excepting the capture of St. Mary’s, by a detachment
under admiral Cockburn, who again returned to Cumberland
island, after they effected their purpose by the destruction of
the forts in the neighbourhood.
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CHAPTER VII.

~

§ 1. Cruize of the Essex. § 2. Captain Porter’s reception at Valpa-
raiso. § 8. Destruction of the British commerce in the Pacific. § 4.
Happah war. § 5. Typee war. § 6. Madison’s Island.. § 7. Cap-
ture of the Essex. §8. Sequel of the cruize, §9. Result of the
campaign on the ocean. § 10. Destruction of the General Arm-
strong. § 11. Peace between America and Great Britain. § 12. Its
reception in the two countries. § 13. Lessons taught by the war.

'p51. Having thus reviewed every important military
event, we shall now turn our attention to the ocean, where our
cruizers continued to range with unabated vigour,and where, to
use the querulous language of the British journalists, * if they
fight, they are sure to conquer; if they fly, they are sure to
escape.” '

It will be recollected, that in October, 1812,the Constitution
and Hornet sailed from Boston on a cruize, which proved
memorable by the destruction of the Java by the former, and
that of the Peacock by the latter. The Essex, captain Porter,
sailed from the Delaware about the same time, under orders
to join commodore Bainbridge, who commanded the squadron,
Porter left the capes on the 28th of October, and steered for
the Cape de Verd islands, the first appointed rendezvous,
crossing the track of the homeward-bound British Indiamen,
and the outward-bound West Indiamen. Without meeting
any enemy’s vessels, he reached St. Jago, and put into Port
Praya for supplies. On the 29th of Novembér he left the
Cape de Verds for the Brazil coast. A few days after, a Bri-
tish packet was captured, with about $55,000 in specie,’
which being taken out, the vessel was dispatched with a prize-
-master to the United States,

The island of Fernando de Noronha, the second place of
rendezvous, ‘was reached on the 14th of December. Here
Porter received a communication from the commodore, ad-
dressed to him under the fictitious title of sir James Lucas
Yeo, stating that he would find him off Cape Frio. Without

. entering the port, therefore, the Essex stood to the southward,
Near gtio de Janeiro a British schooner was captured, and
VOL. IV.
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after taking the prisoners out, it was discovered, that about an
hour before their capture, they had parted with a small convoy
of British vessels, under charge of the Juniper, a three-masted
schooner.  All sail, therefore, was immediately made in pur-
suit, but every cffort to reach them proved abortive. During
the pursuit intelligence was received, from different vessels,
first of the blockade of the Bonne Citoyenne by the Constitu-
tion and Hornet, and afterwards of the capture of an American
vessel by the Montagu 74, which captain Porter strongly
suspected to be the Hornet, with the addition that the Mon-
tagu had gone in pursuit of the frigate.

This intelligence removed all expectations of the Essex be-
ing enabled to join commodore Bainbridge ; und it became
absolutely necessarv, therefore, for Porter to depart from the
letter of his instructions. He accordingly determined to pur-
sue that course which seemed best calculated to injurc the
enemy, and to enable the cruize to be prolonged. Tiy
could only be done by going into a friendly port, where s,
plies could be procured, without the danger of blockade ; and
the most suitable place for that purpoSe seemed to be the port
of Conception, on the coast of Chili.  The season, it being now
the end of January, was, to be sure, far advanced for doubling
Cape Horn ; the stock of provisions also was short, and the
ship in other respects not well supplied with stores for so
long a cruize. But there appeared to Porter no other choice
left, except capture, starvation, or blockade. This course
seemed to him the more justifiable, also, as it accorded with
the views of the secretary of the navy, as well as those of the
commodore. Before the declaration of war, Porter had laid
before the secretary a plan for annoying the enemy’s commerce
in the Pacific, which had been approved of ; and prior to this
cruize, commodore Baiubridge having requested his opinion
as to the best mode of annoying the enemy, Porter had laid
the same plan before him.  This had also been approved of
by the commodore, who signified his intention to pursue it,
provided supplies of provisions could be procured. Although
there was considerable responsibility attached to this proceed-
ing, and the undertaking wus greater than had yet been en-
gaged in bv any single ship 1n similar pursuits, vet the sea-
son admitting of no delay, Porter, immcdiutely on getting to
sea, stood to the southward, and the crew were put on short
allowance of provisions, in order to husband them for the long
voyage on which they were now embarked.

Cape Horn was doubled about the middle of February,
amidst tremendous storms ; and the Essex surmounted all the
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-dangers of hufricanes, fogs, and breakets, by the intrepidity of
her commander, and the distinguished coolness and activity of
her crew, to which the uncom mondegree of health they énjoy-
ed, from the judicious arrangements of captain Porter, not a
little contributed. In the latitude of about 40° south, plea-
sant moderate weather succeeded to the ineessant storms and
severe cold experienced in the passage atound the stormy
eape, and on the 6th of March, the Essex came to an anchor
off an uninhabited island called Mocha, in the latitude of
about 38° 15’ S. about eight leagues distant from the coast of
Chili. At Mocha, a considerable supply of fresh provisions
was ptocured by shooting the wild hogs and horses which
abound in that island. The flesh of the latter was found to
be the preferable food, that of the hogs being tough.

§ 2. Porter, again steering his course along the iron-bound
coast 6f Chili, on the 15th of March put into the port of Val-
paraiso, where, contrary to his expectations, he was received
with the utmost attention and hospitality. This arose from
the change which had lately taken place here, the Chilians
having assumed the government, though without absolutely
declaring themselves independent of old Spain. The arrival
of an American frigate was considered a most happy event,
and was celebrated in their capital, St. Jago, by illuminations
and the ringing of bells. It was generally believed in Chili,
that Porter had brought proposals for a friendly alliance; and
assurances of assistance in their struggle for independence ;
and this construction he thought it politic rather to encourage,
as it suitéd his views of readily obtaining supplies.

¢ 3. 'I'he Essex remained a week at Valparaiso. During
that time two Spanish vessels had sailed for Lima, which ren-
dered its speedy departure necessary, as they would certainly
communicate the intelligence of its arrival to the enemy, and
as it was Porter’s intention to visit that coast next, for, from
all accounts, the coast of Peru, and from there to the Gallapa-
gos islands, was the favourite fishing-ground of the British
whalers. Porter accordingly ran down the coast of Chili and
Peru, and thence proceeded to the Gallapagos islands. In this
* track he fell in with the Peruvian corsair, which he disarmed,
and among the Gallapagos captured the three British whalers,
of which an account has already been given in the second vo-
lume of this work*. ' ‘ -

The Essex remained six months at' the Gallapagos islands,
during which, however, one trip was made to Tumbez, on the

'* Apnals, page 61.
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coast of Peru, where a number of prisoners were landed on pa-
role. During the cruize among those islands, the whole of
the valuable British whale-vessels in the Pacific were cap-
tured, excepting one which had been laid up at Coquimbo for
the want of guns, she having been disarmed by the govern-
ment of Chili, in consequence of the active part she had taken
in favour of the Peruvians, who adhered to Ferdinand. The
value of these prizes to the enemy was estimated at two mil-
lions and a half of dollars. By this cruize, too, the whole of
the American whale-ships were rescued from certain capture,
and protected in those seas until the proper season for their re-
turn to the United States. The captured vessels were twelve
in number, carrying, in the whole, 107 guns, and 302 men.
Two of the prizes were given up to the prisoners, three were
sent to Valparaiso, where they were laid up, and three were
sent to the United States. Licutenant Downes convoyed the
prizes sent to Valparaiso, in another prize, which had been
fitted up as a cruizer, under the name of the Essex Junior.
He rejoined captain Porter at the Gallapagos on the 30th of
Scptember, and brought letters from Valparaiso, containing
information that 1 squadron, under the command of commo-
dore James Hillyur, consisting of the frigate Phoebe, of 36
guns, the Racoon and Cherub sloops of war, and a store-ship
of 20 guns, had sailed from England in pursuit of the Essex.
That the Racoon and Cherub hud been secking her for some
time on the coast of Brazil, and had then proceeded in quest
of her to the Pacific.

'The Essex had now been nearly a vear at sea, almost with-
out intermission, and, as may be supposed, required conside-
rable repairs to put her in a proper state to meet the enemy.
Captain Porter, therefore, determined to steer for the W ash-
ington Islands for that purpose, and, on the 2d of October, the
Essex, in company with the Essex Junior, Greenwich, Serin-
gapatam, New Zcalander, and the Sir Andrew Hammond,
finally left the Gallapagos, or the Enchanted Isles, as some
have called them, from the difficulty of clearing them, owing
to the currents and baffling winds. These islands are describ.
ed b_\: capgain Porter as being all of volcanic origin, and totally
devoid of running streams. There are some few springs, but
the water is quickly absorbed by the loose and thirsty lava
and cinders, of which these islands are principally composed.
When Porter visited them, their only inhabitants were tor-
toises, guanas, lizards, and snakes, but as he lost a number of
goats which were put on shore to graze, the probability is that
they will soon be stocked by these useful animals. The turtles
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are in such abundance as to furnish plentiful supplies of fresh
provision for ships stopping there.

§ 4. The Marquesas, of which the Washington groupe

forms a part, are situated between the latitude of 6° and 11°-
S. and 186° and 142° W. from London. Captain Porter,
with his squadron, arrived at the island called Nooaheevah by
_the natives, on which Porter bestowed the name of Madison’s
Island, in honour of the American president. Here a fine
bay was discovered, which appeared to offer every advantage
that could be desired. A friendly intercourse was soon opened
with the natives dwelling near the beach; but their operations
on shore were threatened to be disturbed by the natives of a
‘neighbouring valley, who were at war with those among whom
Porter had landed. On the capture of one of their strong
holds, however, by a party of sailors, who accompanied the
friendly natives, the hostile Indians gladly accepted of thé
peace offered by Porter, on the condition of establishing a
friendly commerce with him. The Indians now erected a
little village for the reception of the articles taken out of the
Essex, in order to her repairs, and the greatest harmony pre-
-vailed between the Americans and most of the tribes of the
island, who brought plentiful supplies of provisions in ex-
change for pieces of iron, fish-hooks, and whales’ teeth.

¢ 5. But the conduct of the Typees, one of the most nume-
rous and warlike tribes in the island, again threatened 1o puta
speedy stop to the useful intercourse established with the na-
tives. They continually insulted the friendly Indians, calling
them cowards for submitting to the white men, 1o whom they
applied the most degrading epithets. In reply to a messenger
whom Porter sent to their valley, to induce them to remain at
peace, and to require an exchange of presents as a proof of
their friendly disposition, thev desired to know why they
should seek his friendship, and why they should bring him
hogs and fruit? If he was strong enough, they said, they
knew he would come #nd take them 5 his not doing so was an
acknowledgment of his weakness. Porter was extremely.
averse from engaging in a useless warfare with these people ;
buthe conceived that necessity compelled him to take some
steps to punish them, in order to secure the friendship.of the
other Indians, who made no secret of their belief that his
backwardness to engage in war arose solely from cowardice.
A distant day was thercfore appointed for an expedition
against the Typees, and in the mean while Porter pracn§cd
every means to inspire them with peaceavle views, by making
them acquainted with the deadly effects of firg-arms. But

*
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they felt too conscious of their numbers, and of the natural
strength of their valley, surrounded by mountains impenetra-
ble, as they believed, to white men, to listen to peaceable over-
tures ; and in this disposition they were confirmed by the
event of the first attempt made to enter their country. Thirty-
five men, with captain Porter at their head, londed in their
valley, but from the nature of the counrry, it was found 1m-
possible to make any impression on them with this small
force ; and after penetrating through marches and thickets,
through which they had to fight their way, the progress of the
party was finally stopped by a strong wall seven fect high,
flanked by impenetrable thickets.

The situation of the party was at this moment peculiarly ha-
zardous. The surrounding hills were covered by those In-
dians, who at present professcd friendship.  Great numbers
also had landed with them, but thev had taken little or no part
in the contest, and the appearance of a defeat, it was supposed,
would bring on an attack from the tribe thut had been before
defeated, if not by the whole force of the island. A retreat
was therefore feigned, in order to draw the Indians from their
fort, and in an instant they rushed vpon the party with hi-
deous yells. The first and second which advanced were kill-
ed, and those who attempted to carry them off were wound-
ed ; on seeing which, thev abandoned their dead, and precipi-
tately retreated to their fort. Porter was now suffered to re-
treat nearly unmolested. On arriving at the beach a messenger
was again dispatched to offer peace, but they only answered by
a challenge to renew the contest.

Porter now determined to embark, as the Indians had all
descended the hills, and the defeat of the white men by the
Typres formed the universal topic of conversation. The pun-
ishment of the hostile natives being deemed, however, more
important than ever, a large body was next day marched to
their vallev across the mountains, and notwithstanding the ex-
treme difficulties of the ‘route, penetrated into their country,
and com letely drove them out of the valley. We regret to
say, that the whole of their villages were burned and laid
waste, as, though the practice is usual in Indian warfare, we
cannot perceive that the same necessity existed that can be
urged for this measure in contests with the Indians in our own
territory.

The Typees were now glad to accept of the same terms of
peace which they had befere scorned, and every tribe on the
island courted the friendship of the whites.
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§ 6. Previous to the Typee war, a fort had been erected in
the valley where Porter first landed, by permission of the inha-
bitants, and the flag of the United States was hoisted, and the
island formally taken possession of in the name of the Ameri-
can government, by the title of Madison’s Island, under a sa-
lute of 17 guns. The object of the ceremony being explained
to the inhabitants, they expressed much pleasure at the idea of
being adopted Mellickees, as they called the Americans.

The Essex being now completely repaired, and provisions
for four months laid in, she sailed for Valparaiso on the 12th
of December, in company with the Essex Junior. The three

‘prizes were secured under the guns of the fort, and left in
charge of lieutenant Gamble of the marines, and 21 men, with
orders to proceed to Valparaiso after a certain period.

§ 7. Shortly after captain Porter reached Valparaiso, com-
modore Hillyar arrived there in the Phebe frigate, accompa-
nied by the Cherub sloop of -war. These ships, having been
sent out expressly to seek for the Essex, were in prime order
and equipment, with picked crews, and hoisted flags bearing
the motto * God and country, British sailors’ best rights:
traitors offend both.” This was in opposition to Porter’s motto
of * Frec trade and sailors’ rights,” and the latter part of it
suggested, doubtless, by error industriously cherished, that the
American crews were chiefly composed of English seamen. In
reply to this motto, Porter hoisted at his mizen, * God, our
country, and liberty : tyrants offend them.” On entering the
harbour, the Phoebe fell foul of the Essex in such manner as
to lay her at the mercy of captain Porter ; out of respect to the
neutrality of the port, however, he did not take advantage of
her exposed situation. This forbearance was afterwards ac-
knowl-dged by commodore Hillyar, and he passed bis word of
honour to observe like conduct while they remained in port.
They continued, therefore, while in harbour and on shore, in
the mutual exchange of courtesies and kind offices, that should
characterize the private intercourse between civilized and ge-
nerous enemies ; and the crews of the respective ships often
mingled together, and passed nautical jokes and pleasantries
from one to the other. ,

On getting their provisions on board, the Phabe and Cherub
went off the port, where they cruized for six weeks, rigorously
blockadihg captain Porter. Their united force amounted to 81
guns and 500 men, in addition to which they took on hoard the
crew of an English letter of marque lyingin port. The force
of the Essex consisted of but 46 guns, all of which, excepting
six long twelves, were 32 pound carronades, only serviceable



112. HISTORICAL REGISTER. [cHAP. viL

in close fighting. Her crew, having been much reduced by
the manning of prizes, amounted to but 255 men. The Essex
Junior being only intended as a store-ship, mounted ten 18
pound carronades and ten short sixes, with a complement of
only 60 men,

This vast superiority of force on the part of the enemy pre-
vented all chance of encounter, on any thing like equal terms,
unless by express covenant between the commanders. Captain
Porter, therefore, endeavourcd repeatedly to provoke a chal-
lenge (the inferiority of his frigate to the Phebe not justifying
him in making the challenge himsel ), but without effect.  He
tried frequently also to bring the Pheebe into single action ; but
this commodore Hillyar warily avoided, and always kept his
ships so close together as to frustrate captain Porter’s attempts.
Finding it impossible to bring the enemy to equal combat, and
fearing the arrival of additional force, which he understood
was on the way, Porter determined to put to sea the first
opportunity that should present. A rendezvous was accor-
dingly opened for the Essex Junior, and having ascertained by
repeated trials that the Essex was a superior sailer to either of
the blockading ships, it was agreed that she should let the
encmy chase her off; thereby giving the Essex Junior an op-
portunity of escaping.

On the next day, the 28th of March, 1814, the wind came on
to blow fresh from the southward, and the Essex parted her
larboard cable, and dragged her starboard anchor directly out
to sea. . Not a moment was lost in getting sail on the ship;
but perceiving that the enemy was close in with the point form-
ing the west side of the bay, and that there was a possibility of
passing to windward, and escaping to sea by superior sailing,
captain Porter resolved to hazard the attempt. He accordingly
took 1n his top-gallant sails, and braced up for the purpose, but
most unfortunately, on rounding the point, a heavy squall
struck the ship, and carried away her main top-mast, precipitat-
ing the men who were aloft into the sea, who were drowned.
Both ships now gave chase, and the crippled state of his ship
left Porter no alternative but to endeavour to regain the port.
Finding it impossible to get back to the common anchorage,
he ran close into a small bay, about three quarters of a mile to
leeward of the battery, on the east of the harbour, and let go
his anchor within pistol-shot of the shore. Supposing the ene-
my would, as formerly, respect the neutrality of the place, he
considered himself secure, and thought only of repairing the
damages he had sustained. The wary and menacing approach
of the hostile ships, however, displaying their motto flags, and
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having jacks at all their masts’ heads, soon showed him the real
danger of his situation. With all possible dispatch, therefore,
he got his ship ready for action, and endeavoured to get a
spring on his cable, but had not succeeded, when, at 54 mi-
nutes past-3, P. M. the enemy commenced an attack.
. At first the Phebe placcd herself under his stern, and the
Cherub on his starboard bow ; but the latter soon finding her-
self exposed to a hot fire, bore up and ran under his stern also,
where both ships kept up a severe and raking fire. Porter suc-
ceeded three different times in getting springs on his cables,
for the purpose of bringing his broadside to bear on the enemy,
but they were as often shot away by the excessive fire to which
he was exposed. He was obliged, therefore, to rely for de-
fence against this tremendous attack merely on three long
twelve-pounders, which he had run out of the stern-ports;
and which were worked with such bravery and skill, as in half
4n hour to do great injury to both the enemy’s ships, and in-
duce them to haul off and repair damages. It was evidently
the intention of commodore Hillyar to risk nothing from the
daring courage of his antagonist, but to take the Essex at as
cheap a rate as possible. All his maneuvres were deliberate
and wary; he saw his antagonist completely at his mercy,
and prepared to cut him up in the safest and surest manner.
In the mean time the situation of the Essex was galling and
rovoking in the extreme ; crippled and shattered, with many

iill‘ed and wounded, she lay awaiting the convenience of the
enemy, to renew the scene of slaughter, with scarce a hope of
escape or revenge. Her brave crew, however, in place of be-
ing disheartened, were aroused to desperation, and by hoisting
ensigns in their rigging, and jacks in different parts of the
ship, evinced their defiance and determination to hold out to
the last. .

The enemy having repaired his damages, now placed him-
self, with both his ships, on the starboard quarter of the Es-
sex, out of reach of her carronades, and where her stern-guns
could not be brought to bear. Here he kept up a most de-
structive fire, which it was not in Porter’s power to return ;
the latter, therefore, saw no hope of injuring him without get-
ting under way and becoming the assailant. From the man-
gled state of his rigging, he could set no other than the flying
jib; this he caused to be hoisted, cut his cable, and rgn down
on both ships, with an intention of laying the Phebe on
board.

For a short time he was enabled to close with the enemy,
and the firing on both sides was tremendous: The decks of

VOL. IV, P
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the Essex were strewed with dead, and her cockpit filled with
wounded ; she had been several times on fire, and was in fact
a perfect wreck ; still a feeble hope sprung up that she might
be saved, in consequence of the Cherub being compelled to
haul off by her crippled state ; she did not return to close ac-
tion again, but kept up a distant. firing with her long guns.
The disabled state of the Essex, however, did not permit her
to take advantage of this circumstance ; for want of sail she
was unable to keep at close quarters with the Pheebe, who, edg-
ing off, chose the distance which best suited her long guns, and
kept up a tremendous fire, which made dreadful havoc among
the crew of the Essex. Many of her guns were rendered use-
less, and many had their whole crews destroyed : they were
manned from those that were disabled, and one gun in parti-
cular was three times manned ; fifteen men were slain at it in
the course of the action, though the captain of it escaped with
only a slight wound. Captain Porter now gave up all hopes
of closing with the enemy, but finding the wind favourable, de-
termined to run his ship on shore, land the crew, and destroy
her. He had approached within musket-shot of the shore,
and had every prospect of succeeding, when, in an instant, the
wind shifted from the land, and drove her down upon the
Phebe, exposing her again to a dreadful raking fire. The
ship was now totally unmanageable ; yet as her head was to-
ward the enemy, and he to lceward, captain Porter again per-
ceived a faint hope of boarding. At this moment lieutenant
Downes of the Essex Junior came on board to receive or-
ders, expecting tha- captain Porter would soon be a prisoner.
His services could be of no availin the deplorable state of the
Essex, and finding from the enemy’s putting his helm up, that
the last atterapt at boarding would not succeed, Downes was
directed to return to his own ship, to be prepared for defending
and destroying her in case of attack. He took with him seve-
ral of the wounded, leaving three of his boat’s crew on board
to make room for them. The Cherub kept up a hot fire on
him during his return.

The slaughter on board of the Essex now became horrible,
the enemy continuing to rake her, while she was unable to
bring a gun to bear in return. Still her commander, with an
obstinacy that bordered on desperation, persisted in the une-
qual and alinost hopeless corflict. Every expedient that a fer-
tile and inventive mind could suyzest was resorted to, in the
forlorn hope that they might yet be enabled by some lucky
chance to escape from the grasp of the foe. ‘A halser was
bent to the shect-anchor, and the anchor cut from the bows, tn
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bripg the ship’s head round. This succeeded ; the broadside
of ‘the Essex was again brought to bear; and asthe enemy
was much crippled, and unable to hold his own, Porter
thought she might drift out of gun-shot before she disco-
vered that he had anchored. The halser, however, unfortu-
nately parted, and with it failed the last lingering hope of the
Essex. The ship had taken fire several times during the ac-
tion, but at this moment her situation was awful. - She was
on fire both forward and aft; the lames were bursting up
each hatchway ; a large quantity of powder below exploded,
and word was given that the fire was near the magazine. Thus
surrounded by horrors, without any chance of saving the ship,
Porter turned his attention to rescuing as many of his brave
companions as possible.” Finding his distance from the shore
did not exceed three-quarters of a mile, he hoped many would
be able to save themselves should the ship blow up. His
boats had been cut to pieces by the enemy’s shot, but he ad-
vised such as could swim to jump overboard and make for
shore. Some reached it, some were taken by the enemy,.and
some perished in the attempt ; but most of this loyal and gal-
lant crew preferred sharing the fate of their ship and their
commander.

Those who remained on board now endeavoured to extin-
guish the flames, and having succeeded, went again to the
guns, and kept up a firing for a few minutes ; but the crew had
by this time become so weakened, that all further resistance
was in vain. Captain Porter summoned a consultation of the
-officers of divisions, but was surprised to find only acting lieu-
tenant Stephen Decatur M‘Knight remaining ; of the others,
some had been killed, others knocked overboard, and others
carried below disabled by severe wounds. The accounts
from every part of the ship were deplorable in the extreme ;

- representing her in the most shattered and crippled condition,
_in immigent danger of sinking,and so crowded with the wound-
ed, that even the birth-deck could contain no more, and many
were killed while under the surgeon’s hands. In the mean
‘while the enemy, in consequence of the smoothness of the wa-
ter and his secure distance, was enabled to keep up a delibe-
rate and constant fire, aiming with coolness and certainty as if
firing at a target, and hitting the hull at every shot. At
length, utterly despairing of saving the ship, captain Porter
was compelled, at 20 minutes past 6, P. M. to give the pain-
ful order to strike the colours. It is probable that the enemy
did not perceive that the ship had surrendered, for he con-
tinued firing ; several men were killed and wounded in diffe-
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rent parts of the ship, and captain Porter, thinking he intend-
ed to show no quarter, was about to rchoist his flag and to
fight until he sunk, when the cnemy desisted his attack ten -
nutes after the surrender.

The loss on board the Essex was 58 killed, 39 wounded se-
verely, 27 slightly, and 31 missing. The loss on board the
British vessels was § killed and 10 wounded.

Thousands of the inhabitants of Valparaiso were spectators
of the battle, covering the neighbouring heights : for it was
fought so near the shore, that some of the shot even struck
among the citizens, who, 1n the cagerness of their curiosity,
had ventured down upon the beach. Touched by the forlorn
situation of the Essex, and filled with admiration at the un-
flagging spirit and persevering bravery of her commander and
crew, a gencrous anxiety ran throughout the multitude for
their fate : bursts of delight arose when, by any vicissitude of
battle, or prompt expedient, a chance scemed to turn up in
their favour; and the eager spectators were seen to wring
their hands, and uttered groans of sympathy, when the tran-
sient hope was defeated, and the gallant little frigate once
more became an unresisting object of deliberate slaughter.

Though, from the distance and positions which the enemy
chose, this battle was chiefly fought on Porter’s part by six
twelve-pounders only, yet great damage was done to the ase
sailing ships. Their masts and yards were badly crippled,
their hulls much cut up ; the Phaebe, especially, received 18
twelve pound shot below her water line, some three feet under
water. It was with some difficulty that the Phebe and the
Essex could be kept afloat until they anchored the next morn-
ing in the port of Valparaiso.

Captain Porter and his crew were paroled, and permitted to
return to the United States in the Essex Junior, her armament
being previously taken out. On arriving off the port of New
York, they were overhauled by the Saturn razee, the authority
of commodore Hillyar to grant a passport was questioned, and
the Essex Junior detained. Captain Porter then told the
boarding-officer that he gave up his parole, and considered
himself a prisoner of war, and as such should use all means of
escape. In consequence of this threat the Essex Junior was
ordered to remain all night under the lee of the Saturn, but
the next morning captain Porter put off in his boat, though
thirty miles from shore ; and, notwithstanding he was pursu-
ed by the Saturn, effected his escape, and landed safely on
Long Island. The Essex Junior was, however, released, and
arrived shortly after in New York.
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¢ 8. The small party left with licutenant Gamble in charge of
the prizes at Madison’s island, met with a series of misfortunes,
which eventuated in the loss of all the vesscls, and the breaking
up of the establishment. Hardly had the Essex got clear of
the islands, before a hostile disposition was discovered in the
natives ; and in a few days they became so insolent, that Gam-
ble conceived-it to be absolutely necessary to land his men to re-
cover by force of arms the articles they had stolen from his en-
campment, and to deter them from putting their threats into
execution. Fortunately this was accomplished withouy the
firing of a musket, and a perfect amity was kept up for several
months afterwards. ‘

On the 9th of May, while Gamble was preparing to depart
for Valparaiso, 4n attack was made on his ship by the natives.
His numbers had been previously reduced by desertion, and
by a mutiny, which ended in the escape of the mutineers in one
of the prizes. Aftersuffering a severe loss in the scuflle with
the natives, a breeze fortunately sprung up, which enabled the
party to leave the bay. It being now reduced to eight souls,
not more than three of whom were effective, it was impractica-

- ble to reach Valparaiso, which lay to windward. Gamble
therefore steered for the Sandwich islands, where he was cap-
tured by the Cherub sloop of war. _

The cruize of the Essex in the Pacific ocean will ever form
one of the most memorable events in the history of our coun-
try, and posterity will hesitate whether most to admire-the
wisdom which devised, or the energy which carried it into
execution. With a single ship, ill appointed for such a cruize,
Porter boldly braved the terrors of the tempestuous cape,
and by his successful intrepidity cut off the whole of the valua-
ble commerce of the enemy in those waters, where Great Bri-
tain never dreamt that an American frigate would dare to
make her appearance. For twelve months Porter lorded it
over the Pacific, at the head of a little squadron of his own for-
mation, without any expence to his country, his ships being
fitted out, and furnished with provisions and stores solely from
the fruits of his enterprise. Numerous ships were sent to the
Pacific in pursuit of him, others were ordered to cruize in the
China seas, off New Zealand, T'imor, and New Holland, and a
frigate sent to the river La Plata. These vessels, it is said,
were ordered to effect his destruction without respect to the

‘neutrality of any port in which 'he might have taken shelter,
an order which was faithfully executed by commodore Hillyar,
notwithstanding the honourable example set him by captain
Porter. The gallant defence of the Essex adds another laurel
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to the wreath which encircles our seamen, and, as was officially
acknowledged by commodore Hillyar, ¢ did honour to her
brave defenders, and most fully evinced the courage of captain
Porter, and those under his command.”

¢ 9. Meanwhile the remainder of our little navy continued
to make every sea the theatre of their exploits. No more
frigates, it is true, were added to the list of our naval triumphs ;
for, taught by sad experience, strict orders were issued by the
British admiralty to their frigates, to avoid epcounters with
those of the United States, and indeed they were seldom allowed
to puttoseaalone. Six sloopsof war, however, were captur-
ed ; the Epervier by the Peacock, the Reindeer and Avon by
the Wasp, the Penguin by the Hornet, and the Cyane and
Levant by the Constitution frigate. The loss of the American
pavy at sea was two sloops of war and the President frigate,
each of them by an overwhelming force. The limits of this
work will not allow us to enter into a detail of the circumstan-
ces relating to these captures; but this is the less necessary, as
the official statements will be found at the end of the volume.

The blockade of the American coast, which nominally ex-
tended from Rhode Island to the Mississippi, was, on the
25th of April, 1814, extended to every port of the United
States. But neither our public nor our private cruizers were
to be deterred from proceeding to sea by those paper block-
ades. An astonishing havoc was committed upon the English
commerce, not only in the high seas, but on the coasts of Great
Britain, in her channels, ald even in the very mouths of her
harbours. Such was the uneasiness and alarm created by the
npumerous captures of the Americans, that for a while insurance
could not be effected at all to distant ports, and even for from
England to Ircland, a few hours sail, a premium of five guineas
per cent. was demanded.

The admiralty were besieged with memorials from the mer-
cantile cities, and from the insurance offices; but they acknow-
ledged the remedy to be beyond their power. In answer to
numerous remonstrances on this subject, it was officially stated
by Mr. Croker, that an ample force had been under the orders
of the admirals on the different stations, and that during the
time when the American depredations were stated to have
taken place in St. George’s channel, not fewer than three frigates
and fourteen sloops of war were actually at sea for its protec-
tion.

. The achievements of the American privateers have in many
instances .rivalled those of our public vessels ; and we regrét
that our limits have hitherto prevented us from paying them
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the attention they deserve. - It would be improper, however,
to pass over the gallant defence of the General Armstrong, by
captain Reid and his brave crew, in the portof Fayal. This ac-
tion forms but one out of the many instances in which the Bri-
tish commanders have set at nought the rights of neutrality, by
the capture of American vessels in friendly ports; but in
none has it been effected at such an expense of blood to the vio-
lators. : L
§ 10. On the 26th of September, about dusk, while the
General Armstrong lay at anchor in Fayal harbour, the British
brig Carnation hove in sight within gun-shot ; and no sooner
did she understand the character of the-privateer, than she
hauled close in and let go her anchor within pistol-shot of her.
At the same time the Plantagenct 74, and the frigate Rota
hove in-sight, and after an interchange of signals between them
amd the Carnation, the latter threw out all her boats, and ap-
éared to be making unusual exertions. The moon being
near its full enabled captain Reid to observe these movements,
- which determined him to haul in nearer to the shore. Ac-
cordingly, after clearing for action, he got under way, and
began to sweep in. The moment this was perceived by the
Carnation, she cut her cable, made sail, and dispatched four
boats in pursuit well manned and armed. On approaching
the Armstrong, the boats were repeatedly hailed by captain
Reid, but they made no answer, and only pulled with the
greater speed. A fire was therefore opened upon them, which
was immediately returned; but the boats soon cried for quar-
ter, and hauled off. They then fled to their ships, and prepar-
ed for asecond and more formidable attack: the privateér,
in the mean time, was anchored within half cable’s length of the
shore, and within half pistol shot of the castle. -

At 9 o’clock the Carnation was observed towing in a fleet of
boats from the 74 and frigate. They soon after left her, and
took their station in three divisions, under cover of a small
reef of rocks, within about musket shot of the General Arm-
strong, where they continued to maneuvre for some time, the
Carnation keeping under way to act with the boats, in case the
‘privateer should attempt to escape. At length, about midnight,
the boats were observed in motion, coming on in one direct

- line, in close order, to the number of 12 or 14, manned, as was
afterwards learnt, by 400 men. A severe conflict ensued, -
which lasted near forty minutes, and terminated in the total
defeat and partial destruction of-the boats, with an immense
slaughter on the part of the British.
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During these attacks the shores were lined with inhabitants,
who, from the brightness of the moon, had a favourable view of
the scene. The governor, with most of the first people of the
place, stood by, and saw the whole affair.  After the second
attack a note was sent from the governor to captain Llovd, of
the Plantagenet, who commanded the British squadron,
begging him to desist from further hostilities; but Lloyd an-
swered, that he was now determined to have the privateer, at
the risk of knocking down the whole town; and that if the
governor suffered the Americans to injure the privateer in any
manner, he should consider the place an enemyv’s port, and
treat it accordingly. Information to this effect being conveyed
to captain Reid by the American consul, the wounded and
dead were carried on shore, and the crew ordered to save their
effects as fast as possible.

About day-light the Carnation stood close in to the Arm-
strong, and commenced a hecavy fire; but after several
broadsides, she hauled off, having received a shot in her hull,
her rigging much cut, and her tore-topmast wounded. She
soon altter came in again, however, and anchored close to the
privateer, when captain Reid ordered his crew to scuttle and
abandon the vessel, to prevent the enemy from getting her off.
She was soon afterwards boarded by the enemy’s boats, and
set fire to.

The loss of the Americans in this affair was only two killed
and seven wounded; the British had 120 killed and 130
wounded. Several houses in the town were destroved by
the enemy’s shot, and some of the inhabitants wounded.
Two British sloops of war arrived a few days after, which
were immediately taken into requisition to carry the wounded
to England.

§ 11. In this situation stood affairs when a treaty of peace
was agreed upon by the commissioners of the two nations at
Ghent. The progressand conclusion of the negociation will come
more properly under view in our historv of the congressional
proceedings. At present we shall merely remark, that after a
tedious proczastination on the part of the British government,
the negociation was commenced by the British commissioners
bringing forward demands which could only have been acceded
to by a degraded and conquered people, one of which was de-
clared to be a sine gua non; and that, after finding that the only
effect produced by these demands was the union of the whole
American people to resist them, they were all withdrawn, and
a treaty agreed on, simply placing the political rights and ter-
ritories of the two nations on the same footing as previous to
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the war. It was signed at Ghent on the 24th of December,
and soon after ratified by the prince regent. It reccived its
final ratification by the president on the 18th of February,
1815. |

§ 12. This treaty was generally satisfactorv to the American
people, for, though it left the great questions of impressment
and illegal blockades unsettled, it was belicved, that the res-
pect which the victories of the navy had inspired towards the
American flag, would prevent a repetition of those outrages
which preceded the war. The mighty changes which had
taken place in Europe were believed to have the same tenden-
cy, by removing many of the pretexts on which these outrages
were founded.

But although the peace with America was also a general
subject of joy in Great Britain, much dissatisfaction was ex-
cited on the publication of the terms. The treaty formed,
indeed, a deplorable contrast with the high-sounding threats
and boasts of the ministry but a few. months before ; and after
the demands which had been brought forward, it was conceiv-
ed that it consummated the bumiliation of the British minis-
try*, On an address being moved in the house of commons
congratulating the prince regent on the re-establishment of
peace, an ameéndment was moved, which, though it was not
carried, shows in a striking manner the sentiments of a great
part of the nation. The amendment proposed that the follow-
ing should be substituted for the original address.

“ To assure his royal highuess that we contemplate with
great satisfaction the restoration of a state of perce and amity
between his majesty and the United States of North America;
but we should deem ourselves highly deficient in the discharge
of our duty towards his majesty and his people, were we not
to express to his royal highness our deepest regret, that a mea-
sure so necessary to the welfare and prosperity of his majesty’s
dominions, was not sooner accomplished ; that in reviewing
the terms of the treaty which his royal highness has been gra-
ciously pleased to lay before us, we are at a loss to discover
what were the causes which so long retarded its conclusion:
that, in our opinion, the honour of his majesty’s crown, and the
interests of his people, both required that as scon as the peace
of Europe had been established by the treaty signed at Paris,
on the 8th day of May, in the last year, the speediest and most

© * The public stocks experienced a considerable depression on the pub-
lication of the treaty, it being conceived, that nothing but the probability
of a new war in Europe could have occasioned the cdisgraceful compromice,
as the treaty was called by the government papers.

VOL. IV,
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effectual measures should have been adopted for the negocia-
tion of a treaty of peace with the United States of North Ame-
rica ; that the complete and entire cessation of hostilities in Eu-
rope had r moved or suspended the operation of the causes,
which had occasioned or accompanied the late war between his
majesty and the United States ; that the elevated and com-
manding station which the united kingdom then held amongst
the nations of the world would have rendered the manifesta-
tion of a sincere wish for the restoration of the blessings of
peace with the United States highly honourable to his majes-
ty’s counsels; and would have afforded the government and
people of America the most unequivocal proofs of the gene-
rosity and magnanimity of the British nation; of a sincere
desire to bury in lasting oblivion the recollection of that hos-
tility which then unhappily subsisted, and of its anxious wish
for the re-establishment of peace upon terms honourable and
advantageous to both countries, and likely to insure its own
permanency by the justice and liberality of its conditions:
that we are the more deeply afflicted by the long and (as we
deem it) unnecessary delay in the conclusion of peace, when
we reflect upon the great and incomparable injury his majesty
and his people have sustained, by the unnecessary and unpro-
fitable waste of treasure, by the loss of so many distinguished
and heroic officers, and of such numbers of brave, leval, and
experienced troops; and we most deeply lament that these ca-
lamities should be aggravated by mortifving reflections, that
the fame of the British arms may appear to be diminished by
the failure of the latest military enterprizes of the war. That
it affords us, however, consolation to find, that peace is at
length re-established ; and to assure his royal highness, that
it 1s the carnest wish and desire of this house to cultivate and
maintain the most cordial and intimate union with the govern-
ment and people of the United States.

“ That we rely upon his royal highness’s wisdom and good-
ness to cherish and preserve the most friendly relations be-
tween them and his majesty’s subjects; and we confidently
trust, that a corresponding disposition in the government and
the people of the United States, will enable his roval highness
to continue unimpaired, and undisturbed, the harmony now so
happily restored between them ; and that the two freest nations
in the world may exhibit to mankind the grateful spectacle of
mutual confidence and lasting peace.” .

§ 13. The experience of the war has taught us many useful
lessons, which it is to be hoped our statesmen will not suffer to
pass without profit.  We have learnt that a lurge and efficient
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revenue, not vulnerable from abroad, is essential to {ts success-

ful conduct ; and that a dependence on loanst . the extra ex-

pences of war is fatal and ruinous. :

We have learnt that a navy is not only the best and cheapest,
but the onlv effectual defence against the invasion of a coast
so extensive as that of the United States ; that a navy is pe-
culiarly suited to the genius of our country; and that, as it
cannot possibly endanger our republican institutions, its size
ought to keep pace with our means of supporting it.

We have also seen the advantages and defects of our militia
system; and the necessity that exists for more clearly deter-
mining the powers of the general government on this and on
other important questions. It is to be hoped that the present
period of unexampled harmony will not be suffered to pass
unimproved*.

" % By the articles of confederation, the states appointed the regimental
officers, the general government the field and general officers. 1Is therc
any solid objection to this plan? -
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CHAPTER VIIL

§ 1. Hartford Convention. § 2. Plan of defence adopted by the general
government. § 5. Rofusal of the militia. § 4. Extraordinary meet-
ing of the Jegislature of Dlassachusetts. § 5. A convention of the
New lirgland staies recommended. § 6. Appointment of and instruc-
tion to delegates. § 7. Meeting of the convention. § 8. Their pro-
cecding- § 9. Fate of the measares recommended by the conven-
tion. § 10. Report of the commitiee of the senate of Pennsylvania
on the subject.

b I.THE great variety of interesting military events
which occurred during the war, has hitherto prevented us
from paving that attention to the proceedings of the different
state governments which their importance deserves. But the
transactions relative to the convention of delegates, which
sat in Hartford during the last year of the war had too mo-
mentous a tendency to be passed over in silence. We shall
now thercfore take a view of the proceedings of that body,
and of the measures which led to its formation, in a manner
as full as our limits will admit.

¢ 2. Hardly had the war commenced, before a misunder-
standing took place between the general government and
some of the New England states, relative to their recipro-
cal rights and duties, arising out of this new state of things.
It being equally impracticable and impolitic for the United
States, to raise and maintain in service a sufficient body of
regular forces, for the protection of a frontier several thou-
sand milcs in eXtent, it became necessary to place the princi-
pal reliance for defence upon the militia of each district.
With this view the president had been authorized to call up-
on the execatives of the several states for certain portions of
the militia, which were ordered to be detached and held in
readiness for active service, as soon as the approach of dan-
ger shculd render them necessary.

The principle upon which our government conducted the
war seems to hive been this: to employ the major part of the
reputar forces in offensive operations in the encmy’s territo-
ry, which 1t was conceived would not only weaken him, but
would keep those forces emplored in dcfcnding his posses-
sions, which might otherwise, with his extensive naval means,
carry on the war in the most harassing manner, in the heart
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of our own country. The remainder of the regulars to be
distributed along the most exposed parts of the coast, to man
the forts, and assist the militia in defensive measures. The
maritime coast was accordingly divided into militarv dis-
tricts, each of which was pluced under the command of a
brigadier-general in the regalar service, and one or more
companies of artillery, and a small portion of infantry at-
tached to each command.’ ‘This force was intended as the
nucleus of a little army, to be formed, in case of invasion, of
the militia, volunteers, or such other local force as might be
specially organized for the purpose. The commanders were
speciallv charged with the_defence of their respective dis-
tricts. It was tnjoined on them to watch the movements of
the enemy, to communicate them to the government, and to
execute its orders in summoning to the ficld, on menace of
invasion, such portions of the quotas of the militia of each
state, within their respective districts, as had been provided
for by acts of congress, and detailed by the department of
war, as were thought necessary. \

§ 3. Agreeably to this arrangement, after the declaration
of war, general Dearborne called upon the governor of Mas-
sachusetts and Connecticut for a portion of the militia of
each state, to assist in the defence of certain posts. These re-
quisitions were refused on the following grounds: 1st. That
the president had no power to call for any portion of the mi-
litia, for either of the purposes specified by the constitution,
unless the executive of the state, on whose militia such call
is made, admits that the case alleged exists, and approves the
call. 2d. That when the militia of a state should be called into
the service of the United States, no officer of the regular ar-
my had a right to command them, excepting the president of
the United States in person.

This construction of the constitution was considered by
the gchéral government as altogether nove l,yas repugnant to
its principles, and of very dangerous tendency; and they ac-
cordingly refused to recognize or pay the militia which had
at different times heen called out by those governors, unless
they"were called for by the district commanding general, and
placed under his orders.

§ 4. Affairs rcmained nearly in this state till after the cap-
ture of Castine, when a large militia force was called for by
general Dearborn, for the protection of Portlangl‘and !3‘053.-
ton, and to assist in the defence of Portsmouth. T'he miliuna
were called out, blit as the general government still refused to
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pay and support them unless thev were put under the com-
mand of the genceral of the district, governor Strong, by the
advice of his counsel, called an extraordinary meeting of the
legislature, to consult with them what mcasures ought to be
pursued. At this period, and for some time previous, a con-
vention of the New Englund states tor the purpose of sece-
ding from the union was much talkcd of, and was even looked
for with confidence by the British ministry. For, though the
dispute respecting the militiaformed the sole ostensible cause
for calling a convention, many other grievances were com-
plained of by the people of New England, who saw with ex-
treme jealousy the diminution of their power and influence
in the general government, bv the rapid increase of popula-
tion in the western states. 'he ruling party in New England
accused the general governmentof a hostility to commerce, on
which their prosperity principally depended, which they con-
tended was fully displaved in the restrictive system which had
preceded the war, and in the measure of war itself. These
measures were also attributed to an undue partiality towards
the French government, and a hostility to Great Britain, which
led government to excuse all the hostile measures of the for-
mer, and exaggerate those of the latter.

§ 5. A few days after the meeting of the Massachusetts
legislature, a report was presented by a joint committee of
both houses, in which, after dwelling on the exposed and un-
protected situation of the state, from the neglect of the ge-
neral government to provide a sufficient regular force for
that purpose, and its refusal to pay the militia unless they
were called for by an officer of the regular army, and the ex-
pense incurred under his direction, it is recommended that
delegates be appointed to meet and confer with delegates
from the other New England states upon their grievances,
and upon the best means of preserving their resources for
their own defence, and to suggest measures for that purpose;
and also to take measures, if they shall think proper, for pro-
curing a convention of delegates from all the United States,
for a revisal of the constitution, which it was alleged had
failed to secure to the eastern section of the union those
equal rights and benefits which were the great objects of its
formation, The report also recommended that 10,000 troops
should be raised for the defence of the state, and that the go-
vernor should be authorized to borrow a million of dollars
for that purpose. -

§ 6. The measures recommended by the report being adopt-
- ed, twelve delegates were appointed, and the rest of the New
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England states were invited to appoint others to feet them
in convention. The legislatures of Vermont, Rhode Island,
and Connecticut were in session at this time. 1he two lat-
ter appointed delegates to meet those of Massachusetts, but
under such restrictions as rendered the convention perfectly
harmless. - The Rhode Island members were appointed to
confer on the common dangers, upon the best means of co-
operating for mutual defence against the enemy, and upon
the measures which it may be in the power of the New Eng-
land states, consistently with their obligations, to adopt, to re-
store and sccure to the people thereof their rights and privi-
leges under the constitution of the’United States. The reso-
lution for appointing the Connecticut delegates was still more
explicit. They were appointed * to consult what measures it
may be ‘expedient for those states to adopt, in the present si-
tuation of the country, which shall not be inconsistent with
the duty which they owe to the government of the United
States.” The legislature of Vermont unanimously refused
to send delegates, and the executive council of New Hamp-
shire decided, that it was unnecessary to call together the le-
gislature to decide upon the Massachusetts resolutions.

§ 7. Under these inauspicious circumstances the delegates
from Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut met at
Hartford on the 15th day of December. They were joined
by two delegates sent from the counties of Grafton and €he-
shire, New Hampshire, and one from the county of Wind-
ham, Vermont, who were without difficalty recognized. The
convention sat with closed doors until the 4th of January,
when they adjourned, after publishing a long report as the
result of their conference.

§ 8. Thisreport commences with an apology for its modera-
tion, and arecital of “ objections against precipitate measures
tending to disunite the states,”’ and then takes a view of the dan-
gers and grievances affecting the New England states. The
chief of these relates to the pretensions advanced by the
national government on the subject of the militia, and 1ts ar.
rangement for the defence of the states, both of which are
declared to be unwarranted either by the constitution or laws
of the union. In connexion with this subject the report‘no-
tices the measures then agitated by congress for the purpose
of filling the ranks of the army, by authorizing the enlist-
ment of minors, and by dividing the militia of the United
States into classes, each of which should be obliged, under a
certain penalty, to furnish a recruit for the regl.ﬂar army.
These contemplated measures are denounced as infractions
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of the constitution; and it is declared to be not only the right,
but the duty of the individual states to take a decided stand
in opposition to them, in case it is attempted to carry them
into execution. * When emergendies occur,” says the report,
“ which are either bevond the reach of the judicial tribunals,
or too pressing to admit of the delay incident to its forms,
states, which have no common umpire, must be their own
Judges, and execute their own decisions.”

The next subject embraced by the report is ¢ the means of
defence against the common enemy.”’ As there appeared to
the conventior to be no room for reliance for def¢nce upon
the national government, and as it was impossible that they
could do this from their own resources, and continue to sustain
the burden of the national taxes, 1t was proposed that an ar-
rangement should be entered into with the national ‘govern-
ment allowing the New England states to assume their own
defence, the expense of which should be defrayed by the taxes
raised by the general government in those states. Serious con-
sequences are threatened in casc the general government
should refuse to enter into this arrangement.  “ In a state of
things so solemn and trving as may then arise, the legislature
of the states, or conventions of the whole people, or dele-
gates appointed by them for the express purpose in another
convention, must act as such urgent circumstances may then
require.”

The report then takes areview of the happy state of the na-
tion, under the administrations of Washington and Adams,
contrasted with the miserable abyss into which it is said to
have been plunged by the profligacy and folly of its subse-
quent rulers. The former encouraged a belief of the tran-
scendant perfection of the tederal constitution, but the latter
has exposed its imperfections, and shown that its amendment
has become absolutelv necessary. The amendments proposed
by the convention were, that the slave representation should
be done awav; that a concurrence of two-thirds of both houses
of congress should be necessary, to admit new states into the
union, to interdict commercial intercourse with foreign na-
tions, and to declare war unless in consequence of invasion;
that no embargo should be laid for a longer term than sixty
days; that no person to be hereafter naturalized should be eli-
gible to any office in the nutional government; that no presi-
dent should be elected a second time, and that the president
should not be elected from the same state two terms in suc-
cession. These amendments were accompanied by a train of

reasoning, of which we shall endeavour to present the pith.
<
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The amendment respecting the slave-representation was
not claimed as a right, but as the present regulation had, it
was alleged, proved unjust and unequal in its operation, it
was hoped that a sense of magnanimity and justice would
reconcile the slave-holding states to a revision of this ar-
ticle.

The amendment relative to the admission of new states
into the union was declared ta be indispensable, as by that
practice the balance of power which existed between the ori-
ginal parties to the constitutional compact had already been
materially affected, and, unless the practice be modified, must
ultimately be destroyed.

The argument adduced in favour of restricting the \pow-
ers of congress in relation to embargo and the interdiction
of commerce, was, that commerce, though a vital interest -
in the United States, the success of which is essential to the
encouragement of agriculture and manufactures, and to the
wealth, finances, defence, and liberty of the nation,.yet be-
ing necessarily conducted by a small minority, they are una-
ble to protect themselves against the sudden and injudicious
decisions of bare majorities, and the mistaken or oppressive
projects of those who are not actively concerned in its pur-
suits. When therefore the past system of embargoes and
commercial restrictions shall have been reviewed; when the
fluctuation and inconsistency of public measures, betraying a
want of .information as well as feeling in the majority, shall
have been considered; the reasonableness of some restric-
tions upon the power of a bare majority to repeat these op-

~ pressions will appear to be obvious.

The considerations which were conceived to call for the
restriction on the power of making offensive war, were, that
the genius of our institutions is unfavourable to its success-
ful prosecution, while the felicity of our situation exempts
us from its necessity. In this case, as in the form-er, those
more immediately exposed to its effects are aminority of the
nation. The majority, indeed, must feel at last; but this ap-
peal to its sensibility comes too late. It was also alleged that;
the western states, remote from immediate danger, would not
be averse from the occasional disturbances of the Atlantie
states; and thus interest might combine with passion and in-
trigue to plunge the nation into needless wars.

The exclusion of foreigners from office 1s cogsxdfered: both
politic and necessary. Why admit, to a participation in the
government, it is asked, aliens, who were no parties to the
. YoL. 1w, R
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compact, who are ignorant of the nature of our institutions,
and have no stake in the welfare of the country, but what is
recent and transitory. It is surely a privilege sufficient to ad-
mit them, after due probation, to become citizens for all but
political purposes. )

The limitations respecting the office of president are con-
sidered necessary on account of the intrigues to which the
present system gives rise. The first cxertion of vast patron-
age, it is alleged, is directed towards the security of a new
election. ‘I'he interest of the country, the welfare of the peo-
ple, even honest fame, and respect for the opinion of poste-
rity, become secondary considerations. A president whose
political career is limited to a single election may find no
other interest than will be promoted by making it glorious to
himself and beneficial to his country. But the hope of re-
election is prolific of temptations, under which these magna-
nimous motives are deprived of their principal force. The
repeated election of the president from any one state is said
to afford inducements and means for intrigue which tend to
create an undue local influence, and establish the domination
of particular states. The justice of securing to every state a
fair and equal chance for the election of this officer from its
own citizens is apparent; and this object, it is alleged, would
be essentially promoted by preventing an election from the
same state twice 1n succession.

The convention conclude their report by recommending to
the legislatures of the New England states to adopt effectual
measures for protecting their citizens from the operation and
effects of all acts which have been or may be passed by congress
subjecting the militia or other citizens to forcible drafts, con-
scriptions, or impressments, not authorized by the constitu-
tion; and to authorize an earnest and immediate application
to the general government, requesting their consent to some
arrangement whereby these states may, separately or in con-
cert, be empowered to assume on themselves the defence of
their territory; and that a reasonable portion of the taxes col-
lected within ihese states may be paid into their respective
treasuries, and appropriated to the payment of the balance
due them, and to their future defence; should this applica-
tion be unsuccessful, and peace not be concluded, and the de-
fence of these states be neglected as it had been since the
commencement of the war, the convention expressed their
opinion that the legislatures should appoint delegates to ano-
ther conven ion to meet at Boston in the following Juné, with
such powe:s and instructions as the exigencies of a crisis so

»
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momentous may require. The convention also recammend,
where it has not already been.done, that the governors of the
respective states be authorized to raise troops for defence;
and that their amendments to the constitution should be
adopted, and should be proposed to the other state legisla-
tures, and, iIn such cases as may be deemed expedient, to a
convention chosen by the people of each state.

§ 9. The report of the convention was laid before the New
England legislatures. Massachusetts and Connecticut alone
acted on that part which recommends an application to the
general government for the produce of the taxes raised in the
state to enable her to raise forces for her protection, and to
pay for the militia called out under state authority, by ap-
pointing delegates to proceed to Washington. But govern-
ment refused to receive them