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AN APOLOGY

FOR

GREAT BRITAIN. -

fry

.A. PAMPHLET intituled ¢ Considérations sur les sffets
“ guont produit en Canadu la conservation des Etablissements
 du Pays, les meeurs, {’éducation, §5c. de ses Habitants ;-
ot los conséquences quentraineroient leur décadences par rap-
“ port aux intéréts de la Grande Bretagne,” has lately ap-
peared, and merits immediate notice ; not so much for its
extensive historical selections, as for uncovering a variety
of illusory opinions and apprehensions, which itis known
are attempted to be diffused throughout the country.*

*Les questions qu'on raméne 4 tout moment sur les rangs depuis quel-
ques années, sont assez sérieuses pour mériter d’étre traitées avec un peu
moins de légéreté, qu'elles nele sont ordinairement par quelques uns de
nos écrivains 3 la semaine, Ceux-ci ne sont guéres que des echos qui re-
pétent mal ce qu'ils ont entendu dire ailleurs. . Plusieurs des sujets qu'on y
digcute tiennent essentiellement & Pordre public, au bicn étre de ce pays, a notre
existence méme comme colonie Britannique. Celui que j'entreprends de dis-
cuter moi-méme est sans:contre dit un des plus importans, . C'est ce qui
m'z engagé i mettre mes idées au jour.—Quelques individus crient sans cesse
contre P'éducation, les meeurs, les usages, les loix, lalangue des Canadiens ;
on demande avec étonnement quel peut-étre leur but? Page 1.

- Ce fut parmi ces hommes i qui on donne sans ;cesse le nom de Descen-
dans de Frangois, de Frangois méme, comme un titre odieux, et un épi-
théte de, reproche, qu'on trouve le plus de zéle 4 soutenir et étayer la
cause dela patrie en danger, Ce fut permis ces membres du Clergé Catho-
lique qu'on.outrage aujourd’hui impunément et si grossierement dans un
des papiers périodiques imprimés en cette Province.—Page 14-15.

" Peut-on cioire en effet que 1'on doive. considérer . comme sans reproche
ceux éui wont semant sans “cesse leurs doctrines désolantes ot de’mrg&v:imtri:es
dans cette colonie, qui s'arment, d'un fanatisme aveugle pour crier envers ous et
contre taus, qui préchent aveciemphase que la religion catholique ici n’est
que tolérée, et qui s’épuisent en distinctions ridicules pour soutenir cette
opinion odieuse autant quabsurde; qui crient sans cesse contre I'établisse-
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The fult ameunt of this production, is, that it weuldde
bad policy to cause any change in the present institutions,
civil and religiops, and ip the languagg manners and
customs, of the Canadians, properly so called; that ne.
vertheless, there is a considerable number of persons in this
Province, who not only desire such change, but exert
themselves to effect it, and with some prospect of success,
This is its visible extent : but the manner of its execution
gives great reasan to beligve that it is essentially addressed
to the British Government.

The impression this performance and all others of the
same tone, infallibly produce is delusive and injurious.—
The unsuspicious Canadian, unaccustomed to the trick of

L~ are~ —— " > e . can ey aave s 3

ment d'une religion sanctionnée par les Joix fondamentales et Ia consti-
tytion de ce pays ; qui, pour prixde la fd¢lité mise 3 'épreuve des Cas
madiens dans des terps critiques, travaillent, ce semble, 3 faire croire ¢
 msinuer que tous les efforts des citoyens qu'an appelle du rom d'Are
gloig daps cette colonie, sont dirigés ou doivent avaw pour but la dettiues
tiop et I'anéantissement de tousleurs droits civils et religieux.~Page 26,
Mais est-ce travailler pour I'honneur du gouvernement Britanaique
fzg, suppaser 3 ses enfans ou 3 ses agens; ici ou ailleuts; un systéue
Machiavglique indigne du gouveraement dune nation quelconqye,
dont Pidée doit déshonorer 1'auteur qui ne rougit pas de le métfre du jow
comme étans de son crfl !-——A, entendre pacler quelquesruns de 1os déli
gogues politiques, nos éviques n’ont ici ni autorité ni jurisdictior ; levis
pauvairs sont nuls: on pourroit presque les punir deles exercer. .Ce lan
gi'e a été quelquefois tenu par des hommes qui se croioien sans doutele
scommun. La religion catholique 4 laquele nous devonsla coriservation
de ce pays 2la mére patrie, 2 laquelle nous devons uniquement ce quenos
avons d'établissemens vraiment utiles, et méme la conservation de ce pajs
4 la Grande Bretagne, ne produit que du ma}; son influence et cefle de sev
ministres, qui n'a’€té et ne peut étre employée que pour le sontien du gous
vernement lui-méme, il faudreit Panéantir 3 cause du danger prétendu ‘qup
e résulte pour son autorité.— Page 27- ’ s '
Pour revenir 2 I’éducation, on parle beaucoup des dangers de Ia cofisers
vation de Ia langue Franoise et d’une éducation donnée en cette hujgue par
’;PPDY; 84 Iz tranquillité de ce pays et 4 sa sounnssion' au  gouvernementi—
Page 98, )
N'entend-on pap tous les jours vomir contre les Canadiens en généraly
cantre leurs principes et leurs établissemens des calomnies atroces i, 29
Ne seroit-il pas plys avantageux de travailler & tirertout le parti dont
on est C?P‘{ble_ "yn’ établissement tout fait, dopt Putilité est prouyés, que,
“songer & le renverser et i le détruire, pour en former un nouveay sur
fe& debris, composé de parties hétérogenes, et sur wn plan oppesé, dot
e-succés doit paroftre au moins douteus § ceux qui le Préconnéissent" avee
le plus d'ardeur — Puge 34-33, ) i :
Dans uek temps encore. vientzon eriee contre les prétendus défants der
notre établissement, et entonner Phymme dela destruction, quand, au lien

de diviser et affoiblir nos force i i “contraire A les
réaniviee Page 95, %, nous devriony travailler- au congraire 31
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camposition; and to the licence taken te perfect and colour
off a work, yvields his entire belief to what is published,
and remains in 2 tranquil subjection to the undiscussed
epiniens he may have formed.—There isindeed a de-
gree of positive eruelty in the conduct of those who with-
oyt a manifest cause attempt. thus to play upon and abuse
the sensibility of their countrymen.

Three or four transient paragraphs, in a periodical print,
which in its nature admits of the extremes of variety in
matters of opinion as wellas fact, and expressed in a Jan-
guage, a perfect non-conductor, as it relates to the Cana-
dian papulation, surely did not require so formidable an
astidote. An appeal toall the tender recollections of a
respectable peaple, profoundly ignorant of the cause; an
invocation made to all the hobgoblins of antiquity, requi-
ting them 1o rise forth and defend most valourously their
ancient domain, against two or three paragraphs, long
since forgotten by their authors, isequally indiscreet and
hadicrons.

Courtesy leads us to suppose such indiscretions proceed
solely from anignorance, or misconception of the cha-
racter of the British Government, conftitution and people.

Justice is the basis of British power. Nourished, invi-
gorated and enthroned in this celestial principle, its do-
minion has spread with the circles of the Globe. Scarce-
ky abreeze can blow in any regien of the air, without
raising to heaven itsensigns. Under its sway, people of
every colour, every faith, almost of every language, of
widely contrasting habits, maprersand eustoms, proudly
acknowledge themselves, protected, enpobled and utterly
disenthralled.—It is neither by the pike or proscriptien, by
the illusions of a seng, a 1ibbom, by flattery, frauds or de.
ceipt, by the midnight treacheries of disciplined informers,
posted in every ricke of society :-it is not by stupifying
the public mind, incompressing it within artificial limits
e making it sicken and wither under perpetnal impres-
sions, of fear : it is not by ¢ausing universal distrust, in-
differenice and despondeincy and destroying all the political
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affinities between man and man, that this ubiquity of do-
minjon, stands erect and flourishes 3 it is not by violents
ly dislocating ancient customs and habits, making war s
gainst the utterance of a foreign people becane our own
by the destiny of things; it isnot by pilfering the em.
blems of their religion, or courting from the wessibale of
their temples the followers of the religion of their fathers
that the chaste pre-eminence of British power is caused
or perpetuated.

Great-Britain has never imposed but one servitude on
her subjects ; and that is a constant exercise of justice, used
in a generic sense. It is indeed her policy to compel res-
pect to the person, liberty, reputation and property of e
very individual ; whatever may be his faith, form, or tint,
She has indeed, and decorated in penalties, pronounced
that every man’s hut shall be his castle ; that no one shall
be deprived of his money, even for the best public uses,
but with his own consent, and that by his peers only shall
he be tried and condemned : but it has never been her
policy, to make compulsory rules to regulate the tinklings
of the voice, to enact what length of gueue shall hang
from the head; or at what time her liege subjects shall
perform their daily functions : much less has it been her
policy or practice topass the sacred confines of private
conscience, no matter .how grotesque or visionary the

bias, provided the exterior observances, have been so
cially inoffensive.

The christian with all his secessions and varying opi-
nions ; the Turk, the Jew, the profusion of the sects of
the east, with their chosen pomp, or harlequin rites, move
on to their altars, in the full blaze of day, with a firm step
and unaverted eyes, tranquil and secure within the limits
of British dominion.—Ask the many nations of Indostan
whether their present rulers have ever by requisition at=
tempted even to cleanse their temples, of their acknow?
ledged' pollution ; whether they have ever. pronbunced,
penalties against such as prefer their bells, their party
coloured streamers, and gay minarets, to the cross, the
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doveand other holy symbols of our true faith 2 Whether
their infants have been torn from the arms of the
mother, that they may be taught to prattle english, ins-
tead .of their native tongue ; or that their pliancy might
be made to receive with better assurance, a catechism to~
tally unknown to their fathers ? Have the manners and
customs however whimsical, irrational, and it must be ad-
ded tragical, of that fairy land, in any one instance, been
modified or interdicted ? Has the lovely female, who
yielding to a pagan practice, there, is sometimes seen with
the mould of death already on her lips, preparing the fu-
neral pile, that her own may mix with the ashes of her
husband, been required to desist and return to life and
joy ?—And think ye, there are no -Britons, who would
perish to save such victims; but that the principles of
their power, and their exalted freedom, oblige them to
reverence and respect, the rights, the customs and ha-
bits, the language, and all the peculiarities of the various
people, with whom they are connected in political bonds ?
Let rigid history reply.

~And surely, could the British Government, ever de-
viate from its native principles, and force a change of cha-
racter, for state purposes ; it would be in the hapless
plains of Asia, where conquest has too generally exercifed
her utmost pride, petulance and cupidity : it would be
among a people, emasculated by their climate, religion,
and customs, and incapable of opposing any efficient rea
sistance. '
* " Great Britain is the same, on the Thames, the Gan-
ges, and the St. Lawrence—The great principle of her
power, is an indivisible unit : equal justice to all : univer-
sal respect to local peculiarities and prejudices : and the
Provinces of Canada bear full testimot?y to the undevia-
ting ‘application of that principle.
v The result, of a war made just by the aggressions of
Louis the XV ; and of campaigns, the incidents of which
erected our flag into an emblem of victory, gave to Great
Britain the possession of this province. Although of ne
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value or interest whatever, save the disurminy un how.
tile frontier, the British Government and people, prized
it as a fragment, of a then noble and generous nation ; and
treated their new friends, with all that courtesy which %
well becomes such rivals, atPeace.

The population of the Colony, atthe cession in 1768,
amounted to 83,000 persons; a aumber so small, and
in circumstances of such indigence and simplicity, that it
was conceived it would easily mix, and incorporate with,
the vast colonies in the neighbourhood; and the Enghsh
laws, civil as well as criminal, were ordered to be obser.
ved in the new acquisition. But no sooner. had the colos
nists, emboldened by the frank and liberal conduct of the
government, complained of the inconveniencies of a ss-
tem of law, the sudden application of which, sensibly af-
fected their family arrangements ; than the British Parlis-
ment, neither so proud or selfish as to persist in a munis
nicipal jurisdiction found irksome, retired from its own do-
main, and received the law from the conquered.

It was enacted by the celebrated Statute framed in the
14th year of the present reign commonly called the Qe
bec Bill ; thatall causes that should thence after be inst*
tuted in any of the Courts of Juftice within this Provifict;
with respect to the rights and property of His Majestys
Canadian Subjects, should be determined agreably to the
ancient laws and customs of Canada. Thus the primitive
colony was restored entirely to itself, and all its fractured
parts nicely reunited ; and perhaps, as appears by daily
indications, more firmly jointed than before. The cession
of the country seemed a vision : and had it net been for
the oceasional appeatance of the Royal Standard on Cape
Diamond, there would scarcely have been any evidenct
of the political change.—~But the inconveniencés the co
lonists had complained of, did not leave the country ; they
were merely removed from the new to thé old subjectss
to such as the profession of arms or eivil pursuits bad
brought iato it : on entering Canaday they entered a lo-
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byrinth, from which they might sometimes purchase a re-
treat, by the loss of half their property.

"~ Not only the laws, and ancient usages, of the colonists
were restored to them, but a constitution, in virtue of
which they might legislate for themselves, was held up to
their . expectation, when circumstances could justify the
institution. The colonists chose the period, and the pro-
vincial Constitution, was enacted, and put into operation.
But mark the manner, which always constitutes the value
of agift ! The Colony is divided into two Provinces ; so
that the original Canadian population, might remain en-
tire, uninvaded, and in the full possession of every ave-
nue to abranch of the Provincial Legislature ! Thus,
did the mother country, prove its own good faith, and
the entire confidence it placed in the Canadian people :
thus, did it unequivocally, constitute them the defenders
of their ancient, and disposers of their future laws; the
judges of their own wants ; masters of their own revenue ;
and the arbitrators of their own differences ; in fine, thus
conferred all the benefits of a perfect Legislative esta-
blishment, without the cares, responsibility or petils of
Empire! It is thus, indeed, that Great Britain has taken
every means in her power ; What! to modify or change
the antient laws, customs and language of the Canadian
people ! No! rather to perpetuate them all, however
great, the evil, inconvenience, and thraldom they may
inflict and impote on a growing country.

This donation of a Legislature, to the Province of Low-
er-Canada,. has hitherto been, and may long continue to
be, the main buttress which supports our ancient Law.
As the defence of this, is made a point of honor by a
large majority of our population, and as this majority is
fully represented in our Provincial Parliament, it has be-
come indecorous to point out a'defect, and 2 Legislative
felony to propose a change ! If nevertheless attempts are
‘made, failure is uniform : and the country is left without
a subsequent remedy. ..

*,- It is pot intended to enterinto any view however su-
B
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perficial, ofthe present civil laws of the Province, by
when the term majestic simplicity,* is indiscriminatga‘]iy,;d,
dressed to them, it is impossible not to recoil up-on't'hé
expression ; it is impossible to with-hold saying, that the
edifice, (as it is generally called), of our civil laws; bmlt
in truth with Roman materials, but by the gloomy apd
wayward architects, of the dark ages, who inst:eadéﬁthe

square and plumb line, employed the bow and the bea,{y\e;;i;’ :

curiously carved and.tesselated by, the feodum militare, of
gothic memory ; augmented, dismantled and again re;gd.
justed in a succession of ages ; and all over-fretted, with
infinities, of intaglios and bas-reliefs, which have risen up.
der the tiny chisels of time ; is, most majestically, accom-
modated with ingeniously. contrived trap doors, that play

upon invisible springs ; with dungeons where the aspiring

nerve of industry, is majestically, trammelled ; and with
numberless latent back stairs, and subterranean alleys, up
and down, and round about which, rights and wrongs
may occasionally indulge in the very fascinating and at
the same time equally innocent. game of hide and
seek.§

* Les loix du Canada, dont la clarté est admirable, et dont les- etrangars
instruits établis en ce pays, ont. souvent admiré la beauté, lasagesse, cth
majestueuse simplicité, deviennent un fardeau insupportable 3 ces honifes
inconstans et avides de nouveautés,—Considérations Page 21,

+ It, i3 a curions, and . will soon become a melancholy fact, that in this
Province, purchasers, of ‘all feal property accrued to the sellers by sue-
cession ; are by law, liable to be deprived of the objects purchased; by
any reletion whatever, to the line from whence the property devolved,
within cfe year and a day, from the accomplishment of the'sale : on pay-
ing (o thg purchaser all- his disbursements.—Sg . that a person wha may
have purchased a lot of ground for 2100, and erected buitdings'thereon to
the amount of £5000; at the end of his labours may find himself syedin
law, by some one issuing out of the woods, to surrender the whole for the
original price of the lot. ~The apology géxieraij]}f made for this law, thatit
is difficult to succeed in suits instituted under it, in conseguence of rules for
that purpose established; besides being plroof of its absurdity} doesnot
take away the risk, which the puréliaSer st tun.  The first q’uestio’ﬂa

purchaser of real property should make, is, whether the seller acquirgd;it
by succession ? If so, it would be prudent not to make any great improye-
ment fora year. 1t is true, this'law, has not yet comeinto general use:

nevertheless a few cases have appeared withjn ashort time, and the Eﬂ'ectpf
one, was to extort an additional sum of money from the purchaser to avoid

the risk. This, 1 think may be called, a very snug, ifnotavery majestic
sort of trap.

will sometimes be a trap toa foreigner. "

‘The. right of lots et wentes, al ough in. universal ppgratioﬂ. )
\it a few days ago a Mt W.-
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Far be it from me to speak lightly of the basis of our
laws. It is chiefly composed of principles, which the Al-
mighty himself has written on - the immutable front of na-
ture : but there are superstructures, which can be entitled
to our notice only, from the hoary beauties of their moss.
None, but an antiquarian willnow defend the whole sys-
temh of our ancient landed tenure, our rezrairs, the fright-
ful interdiction of evidence in many cises, by the ordi-
nance de Moulin, and the proscribing effetts of consangui-
nity ; with some &ca’s,—The manner in which our an-
cient laws, have been beautifully unnalyzed and distribu-
ted, by such writers as Bourgeon arid Pothier, has con-
ferred on them, a dréss of siinplicity, which is unjustly as-
cribed to the substanice.—But those distinguished men
would have unravelled' the Gofdidn krot.

LANthAGE.——Our alarmist is also afraid of his language.
The British people have néver made war upon sounds:
they are not more indifferent what language the good peo-
ple of Lanada, employ in their tender v1gxls, or in des-
cantmg on the virtues of our Soverexgn ; than the ng
of the island of O-Why-ee, is, what description of notes,
dlstmguxsh the magpxes of Italy. Itis the peculiar charac-
teristic of that people, to prefer substances, to their sha-
dows, colour or wibrations. Brmsh subJects have never
dxscountenanced the right i in each other, to articulate in
any manner preferred : nor are there, to be found, any
penalt;es, denounced against the mxsdemeanors, of the
throat and tongue, inso far as relate to their mere action
on the air, Almost every county in England, has a dis-
tince dlalect, and some of them two or tin-ee, and if is, with
some dxﬁicultv the peasants of the Noxth ‘understand those
of the South, or the East, those of the West. It is doubt-
.fU1 Whether His present Ma_;esty or any of his Court, would

-now in this Town did not discover he had several lots ot mentes to poy, 1o
shird persons, for the purchase of several lots of land; until the deeds of
eale had been completed.

B2
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understand a2 Yorkshire yeoman, or a Shepherd of Wales, '
1t is very certain, they could not, the hurly burly of the
Boys of Connaught : yet I am perfectly convinced, there
is not a Canadian, but would be pleasingly intelligible; -
not only to His Majesty, but to a very large portion, of his
LEuropean subjects. : .
The French language is, rather courted than avoided
in European Britain : several periodical publications, there,
among others, .L’Ambigu, by PELTIER, are not onlyper.
mitted, but patronized by the first classes of the- King.
dam. Not only, every little Miss, knows in French, the
whole nomenclature of love ;5 bon soir mon chér, au revii,
&c; but every perfumer will be found deeply versed in
the toilet phraseology of the French ; and many a foot-
man who can screw out a French Vaudeville~~Tndeed
this is carried to a ridiculous length :—but it is the
whistling of an Aolian harp: the cords of the heut
issue mno such sounds. .
It is difficult to discover more enmity to the french lan-
guage, in the Province of Lower-Canada. It is not only,
welcomed, in the pleadings of our Courts of Justice, "‘“d
the Parliamentary Debates;+ but the provincial statutes, and
all royal proclamations and public notices, are positively
required to be printed, in the french, as well as the En-
glish languages. The children of the English residents,
babble the one as well as the other ; and with some de-
monstration of pride, from the double acquisition. It is
well known, the first object, of an emigrant, to this coun-
try, is the attainment of the former, not ina degr'ee',
merely to enable him, the more readily to accomplish his
pursuits, but to possess it with ﬂuency and grace. Sﬁre]ff
some unmerciful atrabilarious lava-spitting night-mare,
must have been articulating English to our author, in
dreams unfancied, but by himself, However, notwithstans
ding this alarum bell, and many smaller ones that have

N

4 Suppose a foreigner, to have dropped from a balloon, i r hou

. 2. 59
of Assembly, during a sitting, how would he answer the,quxgs:ig:: what
Fouptry are you in ? Oh! poor French language how you are Persecutﬁd!
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preceded it, the Canadians. in the towns, and in some
country - places, where circumstances permit, are, much
to their credit; not only endeavoring to acquire, but ac-
tually attaining, with rapidity too, a knowledge of the
English language. t

Revicron—It is to be regretted, that Religion should
ever be approached by the unhallowed touch, of a daily
print or a political pamphlet ; the sacred subject belongs,
exclusively, to Synods, Councils and Convocations, No
difference of form, should ever produce a difference of
feeling, on a subject, thatis not terrestrial. It ought ne-
ver to be forgotten, that the faith of the Protestant, and
the faith of the Catholic, took their being, and derive .
theirlioliness, from the same divine, eternal cause ; that
they are sister angels, varying only, in the colour of their
piumes. /

If the British Constitution and people, at certain pe-
riods of their history, have retreated with dismay from
the lafter; it has been caused, by temporal abuses that
made the British Islands, repeatedly blush with the best
blood of their ‘inhabitants; and more especially by abu-
ses, that were victoriously turned against their freedom.
But, these, now, are only historical recollections, that
oyght never to be adverted to: peace ard charity, have
at last become, and ought ever to be, among the first fixed
pursuits of both persuasions.

.

1 It'may be.remarked ; to show how litt'e, even the most ferocious war-
fare extends its rage to language; that, at this moment, in France, cowed
and unstrung as pre her inclinations, by the Tyrant ; the English language is
a main .object in a liberal education: Ynclish presses are established, and
an English News-paper, called the .Arzus, periodically published in Paris.

t A entendre parler quelques-uns d= nos démagogues politiques, nos
&vgques n'ont ici ni autorité ni jurisdiction: leurs pouvoirs sont nuls:
on pourroit presque les punir de les exercer, Ce langage a été quelque-
fois tenu par des hommes qui se croioent sans doute le sens commun,
La religion catholique 4 laquelle .nous devons la conservation de cc
pays i la mére patrie, A laquelle nous devonsuniquement ce que nous
iilvons' d'établissernens vraiment utiles, et méme l3.conservation de ce pays
a 'la_ Grande Bretagne, ne produit que du nial ; son influence et celle deses
ministres, quin’a étéetne peut étre employée que pour le soutien du gou-

, vernement lui-méme, il faudroit l'anéantir 4 cause du danger prétendu
qui en résulte pour son autorité.—( Considérations page 21.)

‘
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The Roman Catholic Church, is not métely telskm,
(2 term which implies the enjoyment of a right, by. g
tuitous sufferance) but is secured by all the funda men.
tal laws of this Province. The deed of capitulation ; the
Treaty of Peace in 1763 ; the Quebec Bill; the contic
tutional act, and above all the charactet of the British
people, combine to ensure tothe Canadian, the fre¢ ex-
ercise of his worship ; and ought to preserve him - from
any alarm, about the safety of his conscience.

Great Britain, was not satisfied with giving, this qu?i-
druple guarantee of security, to the free exercise of the
Catholic. faith, in this Province. The tythes were maﬂ@
and continue recoverable by law, in any of the ng{ts
of Justice ; and by this voluntary enactment, the Catho-
lic Clergy have been not only, assured of the enjoymert,
of all the comforts, and alittle of the pride of indepen-
dence: but their power and spiritual influence, have been
promoted and consolidated. Notwithstanding, the Cana-
dian, is for the most part attached, to his }‘QligiQD and to
the obligations, it imposes ; he is also, extremely devotgq?
to the little silver Mexicans, and if the payment of the
tythes, became optional, he would soon make, many very
acute enquiries, into the expediency of attending to tbﬂt
duty. From doubt, he might pass to conviction, thaf he
could hold a safer intercourse, direct, with his creator,
than through the costly intervention of another. He
would begin, by huckstering, with his pastor, for a di-
minution of the tythes ; the pastor would yielda part, t0
secure the rest: frequent yielding, would be followed,
by frequent encroachment ; until the flock would des-

pise, the Shepherd, for his inability to resist ! In_dividual ,

dependency, creates contempt. This is alaw of nature ;
and deviations from it, are caused solely, by that degree
of moral perfection, which isseldom found in cominon
life. A dependent Clergy, would very shortly be no Cler-
gy at all : the sacred objects of their office, would par-
ticipate in their decline : and it is not impossible that the

AT L
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Catholic faith, might very unhappily tend, towards a
total extinction.
Hence, then, it is inferred that, Great Britain, who
was in no wise bound, to secure, to the Catholic Clergy
the payment of their tythes ; has nevértheless, follow-
ing the wumigue principle of her power, declared them,to
be a legitimate claim : and thereby has constituted herself,
not the suspicious, reluctant, keeper; but the liberal
Patron of the Catholic Church in this Province.*
The British people, are theatoms of the British con-
stitution. A chaste love of freedom and enlightened
respect for the rights of others, distinguish them all.
They, too, have viewed with reverence the Catholic es-
tablishments in this country : they have treated the Cler-
gy, individually, with every token of good will. On the
annual festival of the Féte Dieu, they (the British) issue
forth, into the woods, to collect branches of chosen trees,
to decorate their share of the streets, through which the
Catholic procession is to move. They avoid intruding
with their carriages and almost with their persons.—
On that festival, last summer, the military band, was
ordered not to play, as usual, lest it might interfere
with the sacred services of the day: and thus a disci-
pline, which is atall times rigorous, gave up a little. of
its luxury out of respect to the. exterior observances of
the Catholic Church. '
Shame, shame on the unblushing moment, that could
consign to print, reproaches, on:this subject, against the
Protestants of this country ! Shame on him, who  could
gravely found, on a passing whisper, denunciations so.so-
lemn, so acrimonious, yet so totally without a.cause. ,
i . Happily, our author, is not the public organ, of the
" Catholic Clergy, They will never recognize such a.de-
- fender. -They have longsince, been penetrated: with the

spirit of justice, and the sentiments of magnanimity, which

characterize the British as a nation. They have, spontane-
[ PP ¥ S i )

*.% % {tis well known that the Roman Cathelic-Clergy in Ireland cannot re-
cover by law any tythes‘or-tecompence whatever,
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ously, and even from their pulpits, declared, the pféJ
found confidence they feel in their Protestant friends;
and in private life, have given unceasing proof of their
sincerity.§

This is a simple statement of facts. They must copvineg,
the most wary and suspicious, that it has not only begn
the policy, but the distinctly pronounced, and unequivocal
ly proven, determination, of the British Government,
and people, to sustain the Canadians, in the entire enjoy-
ment, of the religion, laws and customs of their forefathers,
A few idle paragraphs should not have been considerel
as indications of a contrary disposition. Our freedom, fils
the press with opinions, as various as the emotiins of
the heart, or the integuments of the brain.  And if inthe
wild range of individual speculation, some have occasi-
onally awakened the sensibility of the Canadians, it is an
additional proof, how ignorant they are, of the confli-
tution, under which they live, and the immunities-it
has conferred ; and how little they have as yet perceived,
that the liberty of the press, and that of speech, decorously.
exercised, are the aliment, which sustains and nourishes,
the indistructable political virtues, of the British people.
Ignorant indeed of them and their means, ishe who in-
sinuates, that they can persecute. None know so pro-
foundly as they, that persecution promotes, the evil it
would subdue.—There is in the chronology of England
no festival of St. Bartholomew, no revocation of the Edict
of Nantz, no event evincing the spirit that gave rise 10
such incidents ; if we except the lunacy and fanaticism of
Queen Mary, who was disclaimed by her nation.

:I‘o divert the British people, from endeavouring 10
“bring about, the dreaded change, or warn them of the

consequences, some laboured historical allusions are made,
and set forth, as political beacons. This is something

of t§hfé];3:§li:cl (t:}iousand instances, of attention and liberality, on the part

Curé of Lo .elrgy towards the Eugllsh, the conduct of Mt. CitaBOILLIZ

at that place ; mfl tlo wards two Ofhicers of the 49th Regiment statione

siderableptime’ “;” ]af ways be remenbered with pleasuie. During a con-

men ; and oav 1 had covers, évery duy on his table, for those Gentle-
5 and gave them notice, regularly at the moment of dinner.-
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like erecting - lighthouses on a sea, that is uot and never
will be navigated.

The condition of Nations or States, scarcely, ever ad-
mits of just comparisons. Their peculiarities vary with
the lines of latitude, and their political circumstances
change like the forms of vapour. The instances, broughe
in comparison, with this Province are dissimilar, in every
point of relation; and may rather be adduced, as exhi-
biting the most marked contrast, Sicily, Belgium, and
England, at the periods alluded to, had ripened into man-
hood. Every inch of soil, was not only located, but un-
der culture; every valley, had its hamlet, every plain,
its villages and embattled towns. The rights, ‘the customs
and privileges, of the people, were founded, on titles,
beyond the reach of memory, and hardened into ada-
mant by centuries of prescription : in fine they had acqui-
red, the highest condition, of civil and political maturi-
ty, relatively to the various ages, in which they were
subjugated. An attempt to operate a total change of cha-
racter, habits, mannersand language on them, was to
assault every principle of resistance, in consolidated socie-
ties. It was sending 2 man in the prime of life, or in his
dotage, to school, to learn anew alphabet, and to alter
habits, become tendencies of nature,

But the Province of Lower-Canada, politically consider-
ed, is in the first stage of infancy. The eagle in its
passage across, sees nothing, but one interminable forest,
save, a blue net-work of rivers, anda narrow strip of cul-
tivation, which borders the St. Lawrence. The occupied
portion isto the unoccupied nearly, as 1to 50, or in
such other ratio, as makes the Province, socially, asa
whole, ina condition perfectly rude and maleable ; and
capable of receiving any impressions, it might be desira-
ble to imprint. It is a bust, on which the sculptor,
has finished a single feature only, leavingall the others
still to be formed.*

* Shallthe original design, be strictly followed, 2s our author requires,
C
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This defect of comparison, from a disproportion ofes.
tablishment, destroys all the historical examples. These
eould have been apposite, only, by its appearing that all
Sicily was a waste, except the town of Syracuse: that
Belgium was an entire forest, except Brussels: and that
the county of Middlesex, was the only cultivated spot in
Engl:md, at the time, their respective masters, attemptgd'
to change the laws, customs and habits of their new sub.
jects. Had the conquerors, found little germs of cul-
tivation only ; instead of large communities, coveringex-
tensive, fully cultivated countries, history would never
have had, to recite the multiform misfortunes imposed by
the changes attempted. We should have been told, that
Sicily, Belgium, and England, yielded to the law of their
new masters, as tender saplins playfully bow to asudden
blast, with no other evidence of pain, than a sigh.

The Norman Isles are too insignificant to be admitted
asan example of any kind. They are treated by great
Britain as a Citizen of London would indulge a foreigner
in letting him take snuff in his own way. But thein-
stance of the Conquest of England by William I. although
not more applicable, is more amusing. The Sovereign of
a Dutchy, a petty state, whose relative consequence, to
that of England, at the period of the Conquest; might be
as 1 to 8, in an age of chivalry and enterprize, collects a
large army of turbulent and ready made renegadoes, and
in a moment when the forces of England had been wasted
in a war with the Danes, invades and in one desperate
conflict conquers that country. The event made England
a principal, and the Dutchy of Normandy, a mere ac-

cessary in the empire of William. Yet this ferocious and
absurd adventurer, endeavored to make all the Characteris-
tics of the people of a large kingdom give way to those of

ax}d the remaining features, be made to harmonize with the first ? Or lea-
ving this, entire, and undeterioted, shall a different model be copied, in

the accomplishment of the rest ? In plaj ;
. . ? ain ter: ied
parts of this Province, P ms, shall the 49 unoccup

be filled up and completed the same plan
that the one fiftieth part j . P. » on the s Pty
system to be pursuexzir? is already established ; or oughta more eligible
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a comparatively insignificant province. This was making
the ship and the long boat change stations.

To make an application to our own case, it will be ne-
cessary to form a ratio of political consequence, between
the Province of Lower-Canada and the rest of the empire.
The population of the former has been estimated, upon
good data, at 250,000 inhabitants: the population of the
whole empire, including, the vast possessions in the east
has been generally computed at 25 millions : and there-
fore in respect to population the former is to the latter, in
round numbers, as 1 to 100. But if the superior skill,
capital, and industry, particularly of the European por-
tion be taken into the account the ratio of power, would
probably be more correctly expressed as 1 to 500. Ad-
mitting, then, that a change of the characterestics, of
the Canadian people had been desirable from reasons of
state policy, there would have been nothing politically
cruel, in having forced that unit to yelid to, and incorpo-
rate with this number ; nor can it, for an instant, be ima-~
gined by the most fervent calculator, that the attempt
would have been followed by any terrific catastrophe !

If it had been, desirable to draw inferences, from cor-
rect resemblances, they should have been sought for in the
vicissitudes of those states, which, when in an incipient,
fugitive, or incompacted condition, admitted of facilities
to change, which ripened communities, could not endure.
The history of theearly stages of society in the eastern
continents, abounds with such instances: then, nothing
was fixed, or permanent, in the order of things: and the
characteristics of the conquered soon merged into those of
.the conquerors,  But for greater accuracy we will seek an
illustration in our times and hemisphere. The state of
New-York, was originally occupied by the Dutch, under
the name_of New Netherlands. They had, opened con-
siderable settlements ; formed extensive commercial re-
lations ; -and the City of New Amsterdam, already consis.
ted of many streets and lanes, when the province was sub-
ducd by the English in 1664. In a subséquent arrange-

C2
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ment, the capture was turned into a formal cession by the
Dutch Government. The inhabitants were treated with
mildness and protected-in every particular ; of which they
gave incontestable proof by their distinguished loyalty to
their new Sovereign and his family.% Yet the colonists
never attempted, or ever expressed 2 wish, to impose
their laws and customs on him, or his subjects, although
they (the colonists) had been permitted for a certain
time to regulate their family concerns astheyhad been ac-
customed to do, before the cession. So far from itshas
ving been even imagined, that the Colony, become
English, was to be completed on the plan, and covered
with the characteristics of the first occupant, the very
names of the province and its capital, were changed to
New-York, a name peculiarly English. Indeed the resi.
dent colonists and the Dutch themselves, testified in the
strongest manner, their desire and determination, that all
the institutions and practices of the country, should bend
and conform, to english law, and English example. The
provincial House of Assembly, in the year 1691, passeda
solemn resolution, annulling at one stroke a number of
ordinances, because contrary to the spirit of the constitu-
tion of England. + Itis remarkable, that alarge portion
of that Assembly were Dutch colonists, as appears by theit
names, most deservedly put on record.

Instead of coiling themselves up in their arms, and
surveying with despondency, the change of Sovereign;
the new Dutch subjects, very sagaciously, and with un-
abated ardor, continued their various pursuits 3 permit-
ted the wtherial ties of friendship and love, aswellas the -
grosser bonds of gold, to unite them firmly with their
new compatriots ; nor did they ever decline a guines, be-
cause not embossed with the Stadholder’s bust. They dis-
countenanced no useful invention, nor beneficial improve-
ment, because of english origin ; their sinews were nevet
seen to contract, on the escapé of an english accent, from

* Smith’s History oif New-York, page 31
{ History of New-York, page 168,° |
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the lips of their children. They indiscriminately with the
English, filled all the offices of honor, profit, and peril,
with equal credit to themselves, and advantage to their
country. Not one instance of mutual reproach, or nation-
al invective, isto be found on record, or has ever been
suggested by the uncertain tongue of tradition. The two
people gradually assimilated ; until the original distinctive
marks totally disappeared, in one uniform British mould.
At this day the prosperous and powerful State of New-
York, although bearing every appearance of an English
dependency, is composed in a great degree, of the descen-
dants of those wise Dutchmen; and the families of Schuy-
ler and Renssalar, for wealth and reputation, rank among
the most conspicuous families of this Continent.

The fine province of Louisiana, the Eden of America,
has undergone as many changes, as a ball of putty in the
fingers of a boy. France, Spain, France again, and last-
ly the United States of America, alternately, have stam.
ped not only their political, but moral characteristics,
on that country : and in consequence of the mixture New
Orleans, the Capital, hasthe appearance of a vast hotel,
where foreigners of all descriptions may be found. A few
years more, and this variety will take the uniform cast of
the predominant party. The island of Jamaica was ori-
ginally settled by Spaniards; and a considerable town
called St. Jago de la Vega founded and flourished. Ena
gland conqlléred the Island: and not a vestige ora re-
collection of the original occupants now remain, beyond
the precincts of history. A catalogue ‘of similar instances,
might be very fruitlessly adduced.

The cause of such transitions is manifest. The pliancy
of the bodies acted upon, and their want of continuity
rendered them susceptible of impressions, from whatever
came in contract. Not unlike those little ponds of water,
that will take a curl from any breeze. No atts of violence
no illusions, none of the Machievalism alluded to, were
melo}’ed- Nature took her course ; and the results, were
mvolumary. Su‘;h‘. in some degree would have been the



20

case in this Province, had not a stern, active, and un.
grateful resistance been made, to the admission of vv\hatte
ver savoured of the British Nation, From the hour of the
cession, the Canadians have been concentrating themsel-
ves, and cloathing all their peculiarities, of what denomi.
nation soever, in coats of mail. They have endeivored:
to raise a sort of Chinese wall, around their sacred domai,
asa defence against the infectious intrusion of their English
neighbours.

A Stranger who should travel through the Province,
without entering the towns, would be persuaded he was
visiting the interior of France. The language, the man-
ners, and every symbol, from the weathercock, down to
the sabots, would unite to deceive him : our pamphleteer
to the contrary notwithstanding. On entering a2house
french civility, french address, french vesture, would
meet his eye. In one of the best french dialects, he would
hear, of savon francois, soulier francois; and every thing
else, that it might be desirable to distinguish, he would
find elevated, by the adjective, francois. Should one of
the tender shoots, of the family, attune her voice, he
would probably hear the pretty pastoral, of, ¢ Sur les brds
de la Seine,” or some other stanzas, that would convey him
to the delectable vales of old France. On surveyingthe
$¢ chambre de compagnie,” among many other saints he
would see the portrait of Napoleon!|| In short he would
never imagine, he was passing over the skirts of the Bui-
tish empire. , '

Itis not intended to complain of the perseverance, the
Canadians exhibit in their modes of life. We live under

* Mettant encore ces considérations a part, et sans parler de la justice .
qui 1 exige impérieusement, n’est-il pas dans les régles d’une saine politiquéy -
au liew de faire des efforts pour semer la division ot I'nquiétude parmi les
habitans (Ie.ce Pays, de travailler au contraive de toutes ses forces doomsefs |
v el comsolider en ce pays ‘déja isolé far la nature, u)choptlldﬁﬂ” Jomer
g('/u'._“—CUIZJI.d. Page 36. ’ ‘

[l 1t is & fact, the pretended portrait of that fiend, may be found n
many country houses: sometimesalone; sometimes reviewing his consulaf 7
E:‘:z::s.of'léwre is a fine ore, in high preservation, at the upper post

aro i
e arouge. rnIetn annor be supposed these portraits are procured
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that happy gis, where every man may act as he pleases,
provided he does not injure the society of which he
forms a part. Yet letthem not agsail in the rude man-
ner of our author, those neighbours who wish also, to be
their friends.

There are among this very national people, numbers,
who would not adjust their cravats, or trim their hair,
like an Englishman, for any consideration. There are,
who would not tenant a house, under an english form or
distribution, until fully prepared to encounter some evil spi-
rit : there are even such as would not pronounce ¢ Virgin
Mary,” in english, scarcely for the Governor’s Fifteen-
Guinea purse. This tenacity, of whatever tends to preserve
the perfect integrity of their cast, does not proceed, mere-
ly from habit, but is in some degree regulated on princi-
ple; such little inoffensive partialities, are systematically
constituted, the out works of the Religion. and political
consequence of the Canadians: those must stand firm
there, who mean that the citadel shall not be approached.

It is certain there is in this Province a few individuals,
actuated by diﬂ'qrent motives, who unite their endeavors
to form the Canadian people, properly so called into a
body politic : to condense it, to a vast, homogeneous,
impenetrable, volume, that time, will rather tend to
strengthen than impair. They seem already to have or-
ganized their plan extensively, and minutely, inthe false
hope of rendering it imperishable. Some of the means a-
dopted, are perhaps obvious. It weuld be invidious to
allude to them : but the motives are strongly manifest.
They may be classed as follows. 1ftly. An apprehension
that a progressive assimilation with the English, may final-
ly extend to matters of Religion. 2dly. That asa firmly
united body, acting on uniform sentiments, and simulta-
neously, full respect from the Government, and British
people will be better secured, and perpetuated. 3dly.
That on the occurrence of any little misunderstanding, an
united body could act with more effect. 4thly. That it will
bea convenient instrument, for the petty demagogue, to
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win his way to popularity and power, and furnish him
with a knocker to tap at the governmentdoor. And
lastly, as an obligation of reverence to their ancestors,
These motives chiefly originate in distrust, and, this, in
ignorance.

The Canadians are not only a respectable, but in mariy
points of view, an interesting people. Their natural
propensities are honorable : their first inclination is
to good faith. They are frank and loyal. They
have in some degree, ¢ that proud submission, that
dignified obedicnce, that subordination of the souly which kept
alive even in servitude itself the spirit of an exalted freedom
But they are ignorant ; exquisitely susceptible ; and form
arich soil for our half fledged political quacks.

Their attempt will be vain; their body politick will
dissolve and disappear in the purity and brightness of the
british character. The prejudices and useless peculiarities
of the Canadians, will melt away like a vapour, ina sum-
mer’s dawn. Yet this will not be the result of open com-
pulsion, or secret delusion, or individual effort : it will be
the product of an unavoidable chemical process : the gros,
inert, opaque, materials, which encumber the Canadian
will be precipitated in the effervescence of a British men-
struum. No rhetoric, no regrets, no artificial dykes, nor
a Draco hinmself, enthroned in steel, will oppose an effec-
tual resistance.

And what is there in the productive habits of the Ca-
nadians (for it is not intended ever to allude to their reli-
gion,) that can justify the desire to perpetuate them?

The population of this Province forms a small-compact
body inert in its nature, without one principle of percus
sion; and exhibiting its infant face, surcharged with al
the indications of old age and decay- During a lapse of
two centuries, little more than the borders of the St. Law-
rence have been put under cultivation; in a few places
only, have settlements slumbered forth, on the minor

S
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streams, with manifest reluctance and regret. Frequently
a family groups together, until the original farm is divi-
ded into ribbons of land, and one extremity grows to a
village. When necessity forces a younger branch, to form
a new estagblishment, he does not pierce the recesses of
the forest, in quest of a spot, equally fortunate in its soil
and position : he makes no enquiries that may bring with-
in his reach, a choice of objects : he will fix his eye on the
steeple of his paternal church, and mark and adopt the
peice of land, that may be at the least possible distance
from that second centre of gravity; itis no matter, whe-
ther his lot falls on marsh, rock, or sand ; it is immate-
rial how inferior in every desirable point, to a tract a few
furlongs more remote. Thus have our Canadian settle-
ments, insensibly gnawed out a few niches in the primi-
tive woods of this country; and thus by a system of close
adhesion, have the limits of cultivation been kept con-
tracted, and its modes, in many points defective, perpe-
tuated.

And is it then surprising, when nature seems in vain,
to have unfolded to our view, one of her grandest pano-
rama’s ; combining every soil, rich by centuries of repose ;
divided, yet bound together by the deepest furrows of the
flood; and bearing on its surface, forests that would
seem to fret the clouds as they pass; is it surprizing that
a more active population, that the prying intrepid Ameri-
can, should appropriate what we refuse 2 Can we, immo-
vable, and inadventurous, lament with manliness; that
while we sleep on the bright lap of our country, her bo-
som should be rifled of every fair ‘:jev‘vel by a foreign in-
truder 7 The fault isinus. Had our population instead
of withering on the cradle in which it was rocked, bold-
ly diverged with every point of the compass, and like the
dreaded American, occupied the luxuriant intervals; we
should have covered the whole country by a real posses-
sion. . The settlements would indeed, have been more
attenuated, but they would have been also infinitely

o D
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more advanced, more prosperous, and their inhabitanty
most assuredly less ignorant.

The morals of a part of the Americans, who have. come
into the province, perhaps would not bear the close eye
of a censor ; but as productive instruments they are sun.
shine, and soft showers, in a new country. Forests sink
before them like a wave under the prow of a scudding
Ship. In one summer, a family will uncover from 30 to
60 acres of ground ; and bring it to full cultivation, in
three ; such a product requires from us, the entire con-
sumption of asmany generations. While we tracea road
they will carve a canal; where we erect one bridge they
will raise 20. While one of our establishrnents attains the
elevation of a dram shop, they will have built and em-
bellished a town. In short, while they gratefully, turn
to the utmost use, the generous bounties of their Creator;
while, at the cost of unceasing labour, the proclaimed
penalty of our sins, they seek amidst peril and difficul-
ty, under the naked dome of heaven, for all the blandish-

_ ments of life; we elude the obligatory penance, and like
the mean Diogenes, take shelter under a tub.*

The objection so vehemently made, to the political no-
tions of the American emigrant, would be found erroneous
on strict enquiry. If he were attached tothem, he would .
not long endure the adverse reception he receives in this
province, he would seek room in some of the vast regions,
still unlocated in his own country. He comes here,
soured and disgusted by local bickerings ; perhaps he is
elading the proscriptions of a preponderating  party.
Scarce has he set his foot upon our territory, when he
finds that real, modestly attired liberty, which he has
seen perishing under the assaults of all the black passions

*Some years past, anattempt was made to settle with Canadians the
Scigniory of Argenteuil situated on the Ottawa River. 'The design wa
miscalcvlated and turued out desperate, Immecdiately afterwards an attempt
was made to establish the same Seigniory with Amiericans. The scene
shifted in a sammer : Numerous lots of land were uncovered, roads et
ched out, mills erected, and among others one for the manufacture of pa
per, and the village of St. Andrew projected and occupied. ~ These people,
muy betruly called scene shifters on the wild Theatre of Nature.
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in the country he has left. He finds himself disentan-
gled from that double twilled web of taxes, which is fast
enveloping his countrymen. He finds neither connty,
state or national imposts are required or levied : he perceives
his cattle may browse, unvisited and unappraised annual-

ly, by a band of prowling excisemen; and his farm ex-
empted from a perpetually recurring pecuniary burthen.

He involuntarily rejoices, and blesses that paternal go-
vernment which can rule amidst so many immunities 1#¥

* Although it is not intended to follow the pamphlet in the sinuous
course of its digressions, allusion is made to atopic which necessarily ar-
rests theattention, 'The author with a singular degree of misconception,
expresses surprize at the opinion very correctly held, that the civil lJaws of
England are exclusively in force on all those pertions of the Province
of Lower-Canada, that have been granted since the conquest, This sur-
prizé, must be, either, affected ; must proceed from a judgment inver-
ted by a dread of the American settlers, who are the only persons inte~
rested in the maintenance of that opinion-; or proves that too little science
produces nearly the same effect that toe much does, that is a propensity
to doubt themost self evident propositions, By the Royal Proclamation
issued in 1763, thecivil as well as criminal laws of England are ordered
to be observed in all the then new conquests, comprising all Canada. The
letter of the Proclamation isas follows, to wit ;

¢ Andin the mean time, and until such assemblies can be called as afore-

¢ said, all persons inhabiting in, or resorting to our said colonies may con-
€< fide in our royal protection for the enjoyment of the benefits of the Laws
 of our Realm of England; for which purpose, we have given power
“ under our Great Seal to the Governors of our said colonies
“ respectively, to erect with the advice of our said Councils respectively,
courts of Judicature and public justice within our said colonies, for the
hearing and determining all causes, as well criminal as sivi/, according
to Law and Equity, and, as near as may be, agreeable to the Laws of
England, with liberty to all persons, who may think themselves agyriev-
ed by the sentence of such courts, in all civil cases, to appeal, under the
usual Jimitations and restrictions, to us, inour Privy Council.”
In 1774, the Statute called the Quebec Bill was passed, one of whose
chief objects was to relieve the (Canadians, of the inconveniences occasion.
ed by the change of their laws. The letter of the enactment in their
favor, is as follows, to wit:

¢ Src. VIIL. And be it further evacted by the authority aforesaid, that
¢¢ all his Majesty’s Canadian subjects within the provinee of Qucbec, the
¢ religious Orders and Communitiesonly excepted, may also held and enjoy
¢ their property and possessions, together with all customs and usages re-
<« lative thereto, and all other their civil rights in as large, ample, and
¢ beneficial manner, as if the said proclamation, commissions, ordinances,
¢ and other acts and instruments, had not been made, and as may ronsist
<¢ with their allegiance to his Majesty, and subjection to the Crown and
¢¢ Parliament of Great Britain; and that in all matters of controversy, re-
« lative to property and civil rights, resort shall be had to the Laws of
« Canada, as the rule for the decision of the same; and 2ll causes that shall
“ hereafter be instituted inany of the Courts of Justice, to be appointed
¢ within and for the said province by his Majesty, his heirs and successors,
% shall with respect to such property and rights, be deternuned agreeas
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Perpetual industry purifies tie morals: Perpetualindy,,
try , leads to individual independentce ; and this torifegy
peace and dignity on the mind. The little meral obliquige
some of our American settlers may have atquired in em,'
life, will be cast off, amidst those industrious habity whigy
characterize them : they will love the country in whicy
they prosper : their pelitical sentiments libetated fiom
the intemperate action of endless elections, and alteady
essentially british, will become so entirely. A spisit of
national attachment to Great Britain is still manifes, pat
ticularly among those States, from whence issues the emi-
gration to this Province. The people of New-England
are even vain of their descent. They will trace with pride,
through a long and crooked genealogy, an affinity, no
matter how divergent, with british blood. ¢ The King"
alluding emphatically to our Sovereign, is a toast, per.
haps more frequently given, in the single town of Bos.
ton, than in both the Canada’s. They feel themselves
still of the same family, and would be far from unwillihé

‘ bly to the said lawsand customs of Canada, until they shall be varied or
¢ altered by any ordinances that shall, from time to time, be passd in
¢ the said province by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Com
¢¢ mander in Chief, for the time being, by and with the advice and con-
¢ sent of the Legislative Council of the same, to be appeinted in manner
*¢ herein aftermentioned.”

But the next immediately succeeding clause is as follows, to wit:

¢ See. IX. Provided always, that nothing in this act contained shaller
« tend, or be construed to extend, to any lands that have been g‘raﬂ!ed By
¢ his Majesty, or shall hereafter be granted by his Majesty, his heirs and
% snccessors, to be holden in free and common soccage.” ’

Nothing ¢an be more distinct than the result of this statement. 10.Jn
1763 the civil laws of England prevail universally, 2o, In 1774 an ex
ception is created in favor of the Canadians from a motive that refess o
them alone, and the recital of this motive, would almost sufficiently ree
strict the exception to that class of His Majesty’s subjects, exclusively; and
thereby the general rule would seem confirmed, relatively to the other
Genomination of subjects. 8o, But to avoid the possibility of donbt, the
]flbt vecited clause is introduced. ‘T'his imposes a positive, clearly des
find ]Lﬂut on the exception in favor of the Canadjars which it is utterly
Inpossible to mistake. The comprehensive terms of the proviso, and its
m_:nxcdxage connection and reference to the first described clause in favor
of the Canudians, manifests with the utmost precision, the design of the
Lr.tish Parliament; and formsa sufficient enactment to govern our Courts

L‘)l Justice, in‘dependcnt of the Proclamation of 1763. 1t 1s time the curiots
doubts on this very

7 ’ important sutject were removed by the Courts, that
miuch needless unce :

rtainty and confusipn may. be avuided,
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toquarter in their armorial bearings alittle slice of the
fion and the unicorn.|}

But our author has forgotten that the original introduc-
tion of american settlers was intended to be restricted
to those distingnished by the name of loyalists : to those
who, from devotion to the cause of their Sovereign or in
obedience to principle, left the eatly scenes of their boy-
bood, their home, their altars, and their country; to
those who were brought to the touchstone and found
not wanting, These men are genuine; they carry the
tower mark ; and if a little alloy has crept in with them,
they will form a sufficient antidote.

However certain it is that neither force, deception, or
persuasion, will ever be employed to anglify the Cana-
dians, in so far as relates to their language, habits and
customs ; (for their religion is totally out of the question)
it is superlatively absurd to deny, that very beneficia]
consequences, would result from such an assimilation
and indeed most ridiculous, to pretend that the actual dis-
similarity, prevailing in this country, constitutes the best
defence of a british Province ! Among men, resemblance
is union. A person will always prefer another, of his
own opinions, habits, language, colour or even name,
tosuch as may differ inthese points of relation. Simi-
lar sentiments and feelings, create a common sympathy
among the persons possessing them ; and sympathy is the
basis of all affections. Two blacks, meéting in one of
the white cities of Europe, approach each other, by a
physical, as much as a moral affinity almost irresistable,
Should one of our Hurons, after loitering some weeks
on the banks of the Nile, meet with another of histribe;
who could describe the movements of his soul 7 what
painter could sketch the gestures of joy that would mark
the scene ? When a Macdonald or a Fraser meets ano-

[ The pretended enmity of the Americans to the Englishisin a great
degree artificial, In order tocousteract the natural bias the former have
to the latter, from a fear it might finally affect their national indepen-
dence, the leaders of a party fill their Newspavers and other prings with
argoments and ribaldry, at which oy secreisly laugh and sneer,
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ther' of the same name, they are drawn together by the
sound 5 and however feeble thisaffinity, it will be wen
to take effect, in a room full of people, all other cons. '
derations being equal. We would surely, prefer 2 Pite
ture that should express a perfect resemblance of our
selves, to one exhibiting a Khan of Tartary, or a chi
nese Mandarine: so we involuntarily associate with thos,
in whom, from a similitude of feeling and manner, we
seem to discover our own image. These tendencies, ori-
ginate in the universal and indestructible principle of self-
love. Whatever qualities we find elsewhere, resembling
our own, we claim a connection to; we justify, admites
and seem to be approving merely our individual self
Since all the more manly, austere feelings, of our nature
are engaged in political associations and differences ; a-
finities from such causes, become so much the stronger.’
And as every point of resemblance among the individuls
who compose a State is a bond of union, the greatestlx[ni7 ',
formity, will necessarily produce the greatest d:gree@f
natjonal strength. _

On the contrary every point of difference, is also one
of repulsion: and this issues from the same principleof
self love; for we involuntarily turn with indifference and
sometimes disgust, from qualities and characteristics in 0-
thers, which instead of concurring, are bi'ougllt in compa-
rison or competition, with our own,

So long as the Canadians continue to form a contrash
with their English fellow subjects, in so many particular‘s',.
they will continue to feel as strangers. They may respecg, '
they may esteem, but it is difficult to suppose, they cat
possess that unison of sentiment, which constitutes eq“?‘-'
ly the charm and the strength of society, They whao be-
lieve the reverse must deal in levities. It might as we}l
be expected a person would encrease the harmony of his
family, by educating part of his children in T urkey, and
part in England. It might as well be expected a stage
coach would be better drawn by a combination of horses
and hyznas, than by a uniform team of the former alone.
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[n the same spirit, we ought to wonder, that the building
of the tower of Babel did not proceed * with greater sue-
cess after, than before the confusion of tongues.

This Province is destined to receive a large british po-
pulation, English, Irish, Scotch particularly from the
nghlands, and American Loyahsts, are emigrating to our
rising country. They find it a ‘virgin waste, untouched
by human industry or art, except the narrow selvage
we occupy. Under the exercise of superior labour, skill
and enterprize, their means and numbers will take a ra-
pid growth. They will form a widely encreasing body,
bearing all the national traits of Great Bx_‘itain, and deri-
ving from the mother country, qualities to which, a constant
intercourse with her will give depth, vigor and perma-
nency. The impossibility of preserving a state of Society
perfectly homogeneous in this Province, appears absolute
Among the Canadians another people are forming, who
have all the characteristics of the parent state. Would
it be more expedient, thatthey should shed their nation-
al marks and adopt those of the Canadians ? or would it
be more reasonable and politic, in these, to recede with
less reluctance from those useless peculiarities which, with-
out conferring any advantage, constitute so many points
of repulsion ? The question conveys its own answer. 'The
british Oak has shot across the ocean his mighty root :
he has broken through every stratum of the earth : and
it would be more wise in the gentle Lilac here, to inter-
mix her fibres in friendly confidence, than to resistin
vain the herculean ramification.

Happy respectable Canadians, listen with caution, _to
perhaps your well meaning soothsayers : survey for your-
selves the fair eminence on which you repose. 'The first
Nation of our Globe : first in her attainments of civil and
political .liberty ; first in moral sentiment and the unalte-
rable exercise of justice, calls you to the proud condition
of british subjects. She invokes the developement of your
genius, your talents and industry ; and has opened all the
avenues to individual prosperity. Let fifty years of good
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faith, beneficence and paternal care, chace from yyyy
mind the last traces of distrust. Caleulate your oyp gy,
perience 3 sum up the acts, qualities, and Propensities of
the British, Government and people, and frankly w,
whether the result ought not to procure for them, oy
respect, esteem and reliance ? Then, united and ennobly
by our distinguished political fate, let us promote withoy
guile the peace and welfare of our portion of the Empirs;
let us, freely mix and incorporate with a Nation whih
has conferred on us her good fortune, and her lustre; 2
nation on whose domains the Sun never ceases to shing,
and whose glory will encrease withthe bounds of memory.

FINIS.
/4// aam f%/‘ r Sed B
Hecoee devi ot A’L&ZC"' % e



The perusal, a few days ago of the pamphlet alluded to
in the title page, has occasioned this hasty scrap. The
writer sought for relief, in an expression of just indigna.
tion at the publication of what appeared to him fictions of
an injurious tendency. This protest will not lii:e that pame
phlet, beread in the rear settlements of the country, nor
will groups of ignorami surround the only reader, of the
parish, tohear the contents expounded. His object is al-
ready consummated, He has gratified himself by glan-
cing at the truth ; he would have done so in the midst of

a wilderness.




