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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 

FRIDAY, 29th AUGUST, 1851. 

Rcsoh'ed, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor General, 
praying he will be pleased to direct that Copies of all Octrois, Deeds of Concession 
or Grants made, and to be found in the Archives or Public Records of the Province, 
of the various Fiefs and Seigniories in "lVouvclle France," or Canada, from the earliest 
settlements thereof to the cession of the same in 1763, by the Crown of France to 
Great Britain, a~d also of those made since that period, be translated into English, 
printed and distributed in both languages, with all convenient despatch, among the 
Members of the Legislature, and to the several Municipalities through0ut the Pro­
vince, for public information, together with all such legal opinions, official and 
public documents relating to the Seigniorial or Feudal Tenure, or to the commutation 
or abolition thereof, of which the Exec.utive Govemment may be possessed, and which 
His Excellency may deem necessary to the proper understanding of the relative 
rights of Seigniors and Censitaires; and to assure His Excellency that this House 
will make good any expense that may be incurred in consequence of his compliance 
with the present Address. 

Ordered, 

That the said address be presented to His Excellency oy such members of this 
House as are of the Honorable Council of this Province. 

Attes. 

W. B. LINDSAY, 

Clk. Assy. 





[Establishment of the Canada Company, 1627 & 1628.] 

Act for the establishment of the Company of the Hundred Associatesfor the trade of 
Canada, containing the articles granted to the said company by the Cardinal de 
Richelieu, the 27th april 1627.* 

The king, being desirous now, as the late king Henry the Great, his father, here­
tofore was, of causing to be songht out and discoverlild in the lands, regions and cou~­
tries of New-France, called Canada, some fit and proper place for the establishment of 
a colony, for the purpose, with divine assistance, of introducing to the people who in­
habit the same the knowledge of the Only God, cause them to be civilized and in­
structed in the Catholic, Apostolic and Roman Religion and Faith; his Eminence the 
Cardinal of Richelieu, Grand Master, Chief and general Superintendant of the trade 
and manufactures of France, being obliged by the duties of his office to forward the 
pious intentions and designs of their Majesties, the kings above named, has deemed 
that the only means of introducing these people to the knowledge of the only God, 
is to people these regions with french born catholics, who will by their example dispose 
the people to embrace the christian religion and to lead a civilized life, and byestab­
lishing therein the royal authority, be the means of creating, in his said newly dis­
covered regions, some trade which may become advantageous to His Majesty's subjects. 

Nevertheless the persons to whom these objects have been entrusted have been so 
little zealous in their accomplishment, that, even now, but one settlement has been 
effected, in which forty or fifty french subjects are maintained, rather for the interest of 
traders, than for the benefit and furtherance of the king's service in the said country; 
and so little assistance have these settlements received up to the present moment, that 
various complaints have been made to the king in council, and the cultivation of the 
country has been so little advanced, that if the surplus of grain and other commodities, 
necessary for so small a number of individuals had not been brought annually, these 
people would have perished from hunger, inasmuch as they had not wherewith to sub­
sist upon for a month after the period at which the vessel usually arrived every year. 

Those also who have up to the present period obtained for themselves all the trade 
of the said country, have had so little desire or have had so little power of settling and 
eultivating it, that in the course of fifteen years, during which their privilege was to 
endure, it was not their intention to bring into the cOULtry more than eighteen menj-

• Mercure Fran~,ois, Vo!' XIV, Part II, pug. 232,-and Memoirs on the possessions in Ameriea, 
Vo!' III, pnge 345. 
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and although they have now had their charter for the l~st s~ven years, they have not 
up to this period performed any of the duties, or complIed WIth any of the charges they 
had taken upon themselves,-for although they are obliged to carry ~ach?f ~hose who 

d · f ~. t the said country called New-France for thIrtY-SIx hvres, ne-are esnous 0 gllm~ 0 ' . 

wrtheless they have become so intractable, and they have so frightened the £i'ench who 
were desirous'of li,;ng in that country, that although it ~e~ms t~at trading wi~h the 
indians is permitted them, nevertheless such are the restnctlO~s ImpOSe(~, that If, by 
their lalJor, they haw a bushel of wheat above what they reqUIre for theIr own c?n­
sumption, it is not permitted them to assist french subjects, or others w~? may reqUIre 
it, with the same, and they are obliged to give it up to those who are pnVlleged to caITY 
on trade there, nor are they allowed to give it to those who could bring from France 
the IlcccS~<lrieH of life and supply them with the same . 

. The~(' allll~es having so increased, his Eminence the Cardinal has deemed it incum­
bent upon him to apply a remedy, and in correcting such abuses, thereby following up 
the intentions of His Majesty, and acting in such way as,-assisting in the conversion of 
these people and estahlishing a powerful colony in that province ;-New-France, with 
all its dependencies, may ollce for all become a possession of the crown without danger 
of its being taken away from the french by the king's enemies, as might be the case if 
precautionary measures were not taken against such a contingency. Wherefore, after 
having examined different proposals in relation to this matter, and it being ascertained 
that there were no other means of colonizing the said country but by a revocation of 
the pri,;leges heretofiJre granted to Guillaume de Caen and his associates, by reason of 
their being contrary to His Majesty's intentions, his said Eminence the Cardinal re­
quested the sieurs de Roquemont, Houel, Lataignant, Dablon, Duchesne and Castillon 
to enter into an extensive association for Lhat object, and for that purpose to assemble 
together, and to submit notes for the basis of such an association,-Which having been 
by them effected, they undertook and bound themselves, unto his said Eminence the 
Cardinal, to form a company of one hundred associates, and to do their utmost to colo­
nize New-France, commonly called Canada, according to the articles hereinafter ~tated, 
while his said Eminence the Cardinal hath granted to the said de Roquement, Houel, 
Lataignant, Dablon, Duchesne and Castillon, as well for themselves as for others con­
cerned, making up one hundred associates, for the establishment of the said company 
for the purposes of the said colony; and in virtue of the powers vested in him, his said 
Eminence the Cardinal hath consented to and granted the execution of the said arti­
cles, subject to the approval of His Majesty, in maIlIler and fonn following: 

1. That is to say, that the said de Roquemont, Houel, Lataignant, Dablon, Du­
chesne and Castillon, as wen for themselves as for others their associates, making up 
the number of one hundred, win undertake to carry over to New-France aforesaid, 
in the course of the ensuipg year 1628, two or three hundred men of aU trades, .and 
during the next fifteen years to increase that number to four thousand of either SC'x, 
which fifteen years shan be completed in the year 1643, to provide board and lodging 
an~ an things generally which may be necessary to life, during three years only, after 
":hic~ period the said associates ,viII be discharged, if they so desire it, £i'om the ob­
ligatIon of providing for them, by gi,;ng to them a sufficient quantity of cleared land 
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to enable them to supportthemse'lves, with the necessary wheat to sow them for the 
first time, -and to live upon the same until the next ensuing crop, or otherwise to pro­
vide for them in suoh way that they may, by their labor and industry, subsist in the said 
country and support themselves. 

II. Without nevertheless, its being lawful for the said associates and others, to 
carry over any foreigner to the said colony, but to people the same with natural 
born french subjects, professing the catholic religion;-it being enjoined upon those who 
shall be in authority in New-France, to cause the present article to be rigidly exe­
cuted accor-ding to its tenor and form, without suffering any contravention to the same, 
for any cause or upon any occasion whatsoever, upon pain of answering for such con­
travention in their own names and personally. 

III. In every settlement made by the said associates, there shall be, far the pur­
pose of converting the savage tribes and of affording the cousalations -of religion ta 
the french who shall have settled in New-France aforesaid, at least three Ecclesiastics, 
which the said associates shall be bound to ladge, ta provide with the means of sub­
sistence, ornaments and generally with every thing necessary to life and for the exer­
cise of their ministry, during the said fifteen years, unless the said associates shall 
prefer giving to the said Ecclesiastics cleared lands sufficient for their subsistence;­
Moreover, a greater nnmber of Ecclesiastics, if deemed necessary, and if found expe­
dient by the said company, shall be sent out to New-France, either for the said settle­
ments or for the missions; the whole at the expense of the said associates during the 
said period of fifteen years; and after the expiration of the said period, His Majesty 
will have recourse ta the charity and devotion, as well -of such of the said associates 
as of the french who may be in the said cauntry, wha will be exhorted abundantl~ to 
sup'part, as well the said Ecclesiastics as all others who shall go over ta New-France 
for the _purpose of laboring for the salvation of souls. 

IV. And for the purpose of repaying to the said company the heavy expenses and 
advances necessary to be made by the said com,pany, for the purposes of the settle­
ment of the said colony and the suppart and preservation of the same, His Majesty 
will grant ta the said associates, their heirs and assigns forever, in full property, with 
right of seigniory, the fort and settlement of Quebec, with all the country of New­
France called Canada, all along the coast, from Florida, which the predecessors of His 
Majesty have caused to be settled, ranging the sea shore as far as the Arctic circle for 
latitude, and in longitude from the Island of Newfoundland, towards the west, as 
far as the Great Lake called fresh water sea and beyond, together with the lands 
within, and along the rivers which pass therein and discharge themselves in the river 
called Saint Lawrence, otherwise the Great River of Canada, and in all other rivers 
which carry them towards the sea, together also with the lands, mines and minerals, 
the said mines nevertheless to be used in compliance with the terms of the ordinance, 
ports and harbors, rivers, ponds, islets and islands, and generally all that extent of the 
,aid country, in length and in breadth, and beyond as far as it will be possible to ex­
tend and to make known the name of His Majesty,-His Majesty merely reserving 
the right of Fealty and Homage, which shall be rendered to him and to his royal suc-
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b h 'd ssocI'ates or by one of them, with a gold crown weighing eight €essors y t e sal a 
k h t tl'on of'the crown and the appointment of the officers of the mar s, upon eac mu a , . ' 

1 h h 11 be named and presented by the said aSSOCiates, when It shall be 
roya cuurt, w 0 sa. . . . ' 
deemed proper to establish such cou:t: With perm~sslOn to the saId. as.socIates to cast 
cannon, balls, to make weapons offenSIve and defenSIve .of every .descnptlOn, make ~­
powder, erect and fortify fortresses, and generally do l~ the saId country every thmg 
which may be necessary, either for the safety of the saId country, or for the preserva-

tion of its commerce. 

V. It will be lawful for the said associates to improve and ameliorate the said 
lands as they may deem it necessary, and distribute the same to those who will inh~­
bit the said country and to others, in such quantities and in such manner as they Will 
think proper; to give and grant them such titles and honors, rights and powers as 
they may deem proper, essential and necessary according to the quality, conditio~ .and 
merits of the individuals, and generally upon such charges, reserves and conditlOns 
as they may think proper. And nevertheless, in case of the erection of any duchy, 
marquisate, county and barony, His Majesty's letters of confirmation shall be obtained 
upon the application of his said Eminence the grand-master, chief and general super­

intendant of the trade and navigation of France. 

VI. And to the end that the said associates may enjoy what will be given and 
granted to them, fully and peaceably, His Majesty will revoke any gift which may 
have been made of the said lands, or any part or parcel of the same. 

VII. Furthermore, His Majesty win grant to the said associates for ever, the 
trade of all leathers, furs and peltries of New-France aforesaid, for a period of 
fifteen years only, to commence on the first day of January 1628, and to finish on the 
last day of December in the year 1643, and all other trade either by sea or by land which 
may be made and carried on in any way or manner whatsoever, throughout the said 
country, and in so far as the same may be extended, with the exception however of 
cod and whale fishery only, which His Majesty desires should be open to all his sub­
jects,-any concession contrary to the grant above mentioned being hereby revoked, 
as well as the privileges granted to Guillaume de Caen and his co-partners; and for 
these purposes His Majesty will forbid the said trading, as well to the said de Caen as 
to his other subjects, upon pain of confiscation of the vessels and merchandize therein, 
the effects so confiscated to belong to the said company; and his Eminence the grand­
master, will not grant any leave, passport or pennission to any but to the said asso­
ciates, to go to and trade in the said country, or any part thereo£ 

VIII. It ,vill neverthele;:s b~ lawful for french subjects settled in the said countries 
with tbe;.r fQ.mili~s, and -:'rh~ will not .be supported ar:J maintained by said company, 
to tradi! freely WIth the mdians, proV!ded that the beaver obtained by them be after­
wards Bold to the said company or to their clerks or agents, who will 'be bound to 

purchase the s.ame at the rate of forty sols t()uTTWis each. His Majesty will forbid 
such trade WIth any other persons, on pain of confiscation likewise; provided the 
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said company shall not be bound to pay forty sols for each beaver skin, if it be not 
good and merchantable. 

IX. His Majesty will further give to the said company two vessels of war, of two 
or three hundred tons, armed, equipped and ready for sea, without however being 
victualled, which vessels being now in the harbors of shall as soon as possible 
be, by His Majesty, made ready for sea, and made over to the said company, or to 
their agents, to be by the said company hereafter kept in order and employed for their 
benefit and advantage: and in the event of the deterioration of the said vessels, from 
any cause whatsoever, save and except the case of the said vessels being taken by 
His Majesty's enemies, in open warfare, the said company will be obliged to substitute 
others in their place, such other vessels to be kept in a fit and proper state for the ad­
vantage of the said company. 

X. It hath been further stipulated that in the event of the said company failing to 
carry over, in ten years of the said fifteen, fifteen hundred french subjects of either 
sex, the said company, by way of indemnity for the non execution of the said stipu­
lation, will pay over to His Majesty the value of the said vessels, as ascertained by 
evaluation at the time; and further, if within the remaining five years of the said 
fifteen, the said company fails to cany over the remainder of the men and women under­
taken to be carried over as aforesaid, save and except (as already said) the case of the 
said vessels being taken by His Majesty's enemies, the amount of indemnity as and for 
the value of the said vessels shall be taken out of the funds of the said company, if 
such funds be sufficient, and in the event of such insufficiency, the balance remaining 
unpaid shall be levied upon each of the associates in equal proportions, without any 
joint liability between them, and in such way that each of them shall pay a one-hun­
dreth part and no more, and the said company shall be deprived of the benefit of the 
trade granted them by these presents. 

XI. The said company will man the said vessels with such commanders, soldiers 
and sailors as they will deem proper; the said commanders, upon being so named by 
the company, nevertheless taking their commissions and appointment from His Ma­
jesty, such command to invest them with authority throughout New-France aforesaid, 
in the absence of his Eminence the grand-master, as also in all the forts and fortresses 
already erected, or which will be by them erected hereafter for the safety of the said 
country. Neither His Majesty or his royal successors shall confer the powers of com­
mand except upon such of the said company, as shall by his Eminence the grand­
master be selected from the number presented to His Majesty every three 
years, by the said company; the said chiefs and commanders shall be sworn by his said 
Eminence the grand-master. With respect to such other vessels as may be employed 
by the said company, it will be lawful for them to employ, in the ordinary way, such 
commanders as they may think proper. 

XII. His Majesty will give to the said company four culverines of cast metal, 
which were heretofore granted to the company of the Moluccas, and which have been 
since received by the said Caen ii'om the late sieur Muisson de Rouen, to be used ill 
the navigation .of New-France. 

B 
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XIII. And the further to induce the subjects of His Majesty to emigrate to the 
~aid country, and to establish therein all sorts of ~anufactures, His Majesty will pe.r­
mit that all the artisans, which the said company bll1d themselves to send to the saId 
country, and who shall have exercised their trade and indus~l1' i.n New-France afore­
Raid, during six years, may be, if they desire to retum to thIS kll1gd.om, re?uted m~­
t~rs of their arts respectively, and may be allo,,:ed o~enly to exe~clse t~eJr trad~s 1Il 

Paris and other cities, by producing an authentlC certIficate of theH havll1g exercIse.] 
their trades in the ~aid place; and to this effect, every year, at the period of each de­
parture, there will be deposited in the office of the Admiralty, a list of the persons so 

sent to N l'W-France by the said company. 

XIV. And whereas merchandize of any kind whatever, imported from the said 
country, and more particularly from New-France aforeHaid, will bethe product ofthe 
intlustry of french subjects, His J\1ajc~ty will, for a period of fifteen year..;, exempt 
such merchandize" from New-France afill-esaid, from the payment of any duties what­
ever, though they be carried in, brought to and sold in this kingdom. 

XV. His Majesty will also declare all munitions of war, provisions, and other 
things necessary for the victualling of any expedition sent to New-France, free and 
exempt of any imposts and duties whatever, during the said period of fifteen years. 

XVI. Any person or persons of any rank and quality, eccle~iastics, noblemen, 
officers and others, will be permitted to enter in the said company, without derogating 
trom the privileges of their order; and the said company, if they think fit, may re­
ceive among them, associates who may offer themselves hereafter, to the number of 
one hundred more, if so many there be, and in case that amongst the associates there 
should be any that are not of noble origin, His Majesty will grant patents of nobility 
to twelve of the said associates, who will enjoy in future the privileges of nobility, as 
also their children born or to be bom in lawful wedlock; and to this effect, His Ma­
jesty will deliver to the said associatc~ twelve patents of nobility, signed, sealed and 
delivered in blank, such blanks to be filled up with the names of twelve of the said 
associates; and the said patents will be distributed by his Eminence the Cardinal and 
grand-master to those indicated by the said company. 

XVII. His Majesty will order and declare that the children of french subjects 
who shall settle in the said country, and also the indians who will be brought to a 
knowledge of the christian faith, and who will profess the same, will be considered 
and reckoned natural born subjects of France, and as such will be allowed to settle 
in France whenever they please, acquire property therein, make wills, inherit, accept 
donations and legacies, in the same manner as those born in France, without being 
obliged to take letters of naturalization. 

XYIlI. In case of civil or foreign war, which would impede the execution of these 
articles, His Majesty will grant to the said company, such an extension of time, as will 
be advised by His Majesty in council. 

XIX. His Majesty will cause to be issued, and notice thereof given in such place~ 
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as may be requisite, all letters necessary for the due execution of the above articles; 
and in case of any opposition to such notification, His Majesty will reserve to himself 
cognizance of such matter. 

XX. If the said company hereafter think it necessary to explain or extend any of 
the above articles, and to add new ones, upon their demand to His Majesty to that 
effect, provision will be made according to the exigencies of the case. His Majesty 
will also grant to the said company the right of framing such articles of association, 
as they will think necessary for the maintenance of their society, regulations and ordin­
ances, which being approved of by his Eminence the grand-master, authorized by His 
Majesty, and registered where need may be, shall be hereafter strictly observed and 
kept according to their tenor and form, as well by the said company, as by those who 
inhabit or may hereafter inhabit New-France aforesaid. 

Made at Paris, the twenty-ninth day of April, olle thuusalld six hundred and 
twenty-seven. 

(Signed) ARMAND CARDINAL DE RICHELIEF, 

DE ROQUEMOXT, 

HOUEL, 

As well lur myself as for the said DUCHESNE and LA'I'AIGNANT, 

DABLON, 

TrusteE' of Dieppe, alld 

CASTILLON. 

r24 February, 1663, Cons. ;Sup. Reg .. \, Fol. 1. Ro.] 

Deliberations r!f tlu' Company of' ]Yoo-France for tIle S1lrrCililfl' qj Gil/ada. to Bjs l~Iost 
Cllri,ytiai/, lllJajesty. 

The company of New-FrancE', being infOlmed that the king is willing to take pos­
session of the country and seigniory of New-France, and haying deliberated upon 
what should be done in this important matter, after a meeting the most numerous pos­
sible, have determined and resoh'ed, in order to give proof of their profound respect 
and entire submission to the wishes of His Majesty, that the directors and secretary 
of the said company do, as much as it is in their power, as well for the a:;sociates pre~ 
sent as for those who arc absent, sun-ender in the hands of His J.\II'Uesty, the property 
and scignory of the said country belonging to the said company, to be disposed of by 
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His Majesty according to his pleasure, relying upon his justice and equity for the 
grant of an indemnity for the expenses incuned by the said company, for the benefit 

and advantage of the said country. 

Executed at the office of the company, Saturday the twenty-fourth day of Feb­

ruary 1663. 

(Signed) PERIGNY, FLEURIAU, 

ROBINEAU, DEFORTELLE, 

ROY, COBERST, 

DE CHAMPFLOUR, CASOT, 

DE FAUCAMP, DE JOUY, 

FROTTE, DE BECANCOUR, 

BORDIER, HOBIER, 

DUVERDIER. 

[24 February 1663.-Entered Cons. Sup. Reg. A, Fo. 1, Ro.] 

Extractfrom the deliberations qf the Company qf New-France.-Surrender and cession 
qf Canada to the King by the Company qf New-France. 

This day have appeared before the undersigned, His Majesty's notaries, Mr. Octave 
Perigny, His Majesty's councillor in his council, president at the Parliament of Paris, 
residing in Paris aforesaid, master of the Temple, St. Anastase street, parish of St. 
Germain, Fram;:ois Robineau, esquire, sieur de Fortelle, residing in Paris, in du Bourg 
street, master of the Temple, parish of St. Nicholas, Mr. Charles Fleuriau, seignior 
of Armenouville, councillor, secretary of the king, house and crown of France, and of 
finances, residing in Paris, de la Venerie street, parish of St. John, Antoine Roy, 
esquire, councillor, secretary of the king, house and crown of France and of his 
finances, residing in Paris, parish of St. Paul, interested in and director of the said 
company, and Antoine Cheffault sieur de la Rignardiere, advocate in parliam~nt, re­
siding in Paris, Ste. Croix de la Bretonniere street, parish of St. John aforesaid, secre­
tary of the company of New-France, expressly convened and assembled for these pre­
sents at the office of the said company, in the house of the said sieur Cheffault above 
named, who, being informed that His Majesty is willing to take possession of the pro­
perty and seigniory of New-France, belonging to the said company, have, in conse­
quence of the deliberations of the said company had this day, in order to give proof 
of their profound respect and entire submission to the wishes of His Majeilty, prayed 
and hereby pray His Majesty to accept of the surrender which they hereby make, in 
so far as they are authorized to do so, in their respective qualities, as well in their 
own names as in the name of their associates in the said company, for the. benefit of 
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His Majesty, of the property and seigniory of New-France, to be disposed of by His 
Majesty as he may see fit, relying upon his justice and equity for the grant of an in­
demnity equivalent to the expenses incurred by the said company, for the settlement 
and benefit of the said country;-of all which the said parties have required act from 
the undersigned notaries, which has been granted them at their office aforesaid, in the 
year 1663, the twenty-foutthday of February in the forenoon, and the said associates 
have signed with us the said undersigned notaries. 

N. B.-The signatures have not been inserted, the same being illegible by reason 
of the deteriorated state of the document. 

(Entered Cons. Sup. Fo!. :!, Ro.( 

Acceptation by the King if the surrender or abandonment by the said company if New­
France. 

LOUIS, BY THE GRACE OF. GOD, KING OF FRA:.JGE ANI! NAVARRE, 

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting. 

Since it has pleased the Almighty to restore peace to our kingdom, nothing has so 
much occupied our mind as :the restoration of commerce, the source and principle 
of that wealth which we are so desirous to procure by all means for our subjects; and 
as the principal and most important part of thia commerce is to be foulld in our fo­
reign colonies, before We resolve to establish any new- ones, We have thought it ne­
cessary to maintain, protect and increase those already established; and for these rea­
sons, We have inquired particularly into the state of the country called New-France. 
which the late king, our glorious predecessor and father, had granted to a company 
composed of one hundred associates, in the year 1628. But instead of finding that 
this country is settled as it ought to be, after so long an occupation thereof by our 
subjects, We have learned with regret that not only the number of its inhabitants is 
very limited, but that they are every day exposed to be expelled by the Iroquois; 
against which evil it is necessary to provide, and considering that the said company 
is nearly extinct by the voluntary retirement of most of its associates, and that the 
few re;maining associates have not the meallS of maintaining that country, and of send­
ing thereto the necessary troops and settlers, both to defend and settle the same, We 
have resolved to withdraw it fi:om the hands of the said company, after having, the 
said associates, upon deliberation had in their office, named and appointed their prin­
cipal officers to execute the deed of surrender and cession in our fayour, which deeds 
have been executed the 24th day of February last, and are hereunto annexed, under 
the seal of our chancery. For these and other reasons us thereunto moving. We 
have ordered and declared, and We do hereby order and declare, will, and it is our 
pleasure, that all rights of property, justice, seigniory, right to appoint to offices of 
the government, to appoint lieutenants general in the said couutry, to name officers 
to administer sovereign justice, and all and every olher rights granted by Oill" most 
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honored and glorious predecessor and Hither, by the treaty of the 29th ~pril.1628, 
be and the same are hereby reunited to our crown, to be hereafter exercIsed In our 
name by the officers that We shall appoint in this behalf; alltl We do hereby require 
and order our well beloved and trusty councill(lr~, hollling "ur court in our Parlia­
ment of Paris, that they do came thc'C' presents to be read, puhli~hed and registered, 
and the same to C'xC'cutc and follow according to their form and tenor, for such is our 
royal pleasw'o ;-and to insure tIt(' authenticity of thotio presents, vVe have caused our 
seal to be hereunto affixC',l, saying our own and the rights of others in matters not 
connected with thc,;e prcsC'llts. 

Given at Paris, ill the month of March, in the year of our Lord 1663, and of our 
reign tho twentieth. 

(Signed) LOUJ~. 

By the King's command, 
DE ROMERIE. 

And on the one side is writtell ";Si! :)EGnm, to he used fur the letters of sUlTellder 
of the right of property of New-France to the crown, and sealed with the great seal. 

Compared with the originals both on parchment and on paper oy the undersigned 
notaries, the 22d day of April one thousand six hundred alld sixty-three. 

LEBffiUF ET .JOUIN, 

MEZY, 

FRANCOIS, 

Bishop of PetrCt-, 

[May 16GJ.-Entered Cons. ~up. Fo!. 14, Ro.] 

Establishment if tAe Hi'st II/dia COllljJan!J_ 

LOUIS, BY THE GR.\(;E OF GOD, KI:"I(; OF FR:\:\n; AND N.\VAlUtE, 

To all whom those presents shan come, greeting. 

The peace which our Realm now enjoy", having given us the mealls of applying 
ourselves to the restoration of commerce, ~N e have thought that the commerce of the 
colonies and navigation are the only true means of placing it upon the same foot 
ing asit is in foreign countries ;-for this end and to induce our subjects to form power­
ful associations, We have promised them such extensive advantages, that it is to be 
hoped all those who take an interest in the welfare of this our Realm, and who are 
desirous of acquiring wealth by legitimate and honorable means, will willingly enter 
therein, which We have with pleasure reason to believe, from the formation, within 



15 

the last few months, of the company upon the Continent of America called Equinoc:. 
tial France; but as it is not sufficient for this company to take possession of the lands 
We have granted them, and to cause the same to be cleared and cultivated by settlers 
sent thereto at vast expenses, if at the same time they are not in a position to 
establish commerce in the said country, to afford to such french subjects the means of 
communicating with the aboriginal inhabitants, by procuring for them what they want in 
exchange for the natural products of their soil. It is further absolutely necessary, 
to carryon this commerce, to equip vessels to carryon an export trade of the 
goods that are sold in the said country, and to import into France the products 
thereof, which has not been done until now by the company heretofore formed. 
it being known and acknowledged that Canada has been abandoned by the com­
pany formed in the year one thousand six hundred and twenty-eight, by default of 
sending thereto some slight assistance annually, and because in the Islands of 
America, where the fertility of the, soil has drawn together a large number of 
french subjects, the members of the company to whom We had made concession 
of the said Islands, in the year one thousand six hundred and forty-two. instead 
of fostering the advancement of the colony and of establishing in that vast extent 
of territory a commerce that might be advantageous to them, have been satisfied 
with selling the Islands aforesaid to divers individuals who have limited their ope­
rations to the cultivation of land and have since lived upon foreign supplies, so 
that until now, foreigners have alone benefitted by the enterprize of the french 
subjects who first discovered and inhabited the said Islands, and have alone 
turned to profit the labour of thousands of persons who have cultivated the said lands. 
For these considerations it is We have taken from the said company of Canada the 
grant made to them of that country by the late king, our most honored and most glo­
rious predecessor and father, which they have willingly surrendered by deed, dated 
the twenty-fourth day of February, one thousand six hundred and sixty-three, and 
that We have resolved to withdraw the said Islands of America that have been sold to 
the said individuals by the said company, by re-imbursing to such proprietors their 
purchase money and the value of their improvements; but as our intention is to with­
draw the said Islands and to place them in the hands of a company that can possess 
them all, cause them to be settled and carryon therein the commerce now carried on by 
foreigners, We have thought it belonged to our dignity, and to the glory and advantage 
of the State, to form a powerful company to carryon the whole of the commerce of the 
West Indies, to which company We are willing to grant all the Islands aforesaid, 
those of Cayenne, and the whole continent of America, from the river Amazon to the 
river Orinoc, Canada, Acadia, the Island of Newfoundland and other Islands and 
continent~. from the North of Canada to Virginia and Florida, together with the whole of 
the African coast, from Cap de Verd to the Cape of Good Hope, whether the said coun­
tries belong to us as being or having been inhabited by french subjects, or whether 
the sai,l company do establish itself therein, by expelling or subjugating the indians 
or aboriginal inhabitants of the said countries. or other nations of Europe who are not 
our allies, in ordcr that the said company having established powerful colonies in the 
said countries, may govcm them in the same spirit, and establish therein a vast com­
merc<~ with the french subjects already establishctl, or who will establish themselves 
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hereafter in the said colonies, as with the indians and other aboriginal inhabitant~ 
thereof, of which commerce the said company may derive great benefits, to this end 
We have thought proper to make use of the said company of the continent of Ame­
rica above described; which being now composed of a large number ofmember~, and 
having a great number of ve:;sels, can easily form that of the West Indies, and assist­
ed by those of our subjects who may wish to enter into it, sustain and forward this 
great and laudable undertaking. For these reasons and others Us thereunto moving, 
We do hereby Dake it known that after deliberation upon this matter in our council, 
wherein were Fesent our beloved lady the Queen mother, our beloved brother the 
duke of Orleans, several princes and other members of our said council, of our cer­
tain knowledge, full power and royal authority, We have by this our present Edict, 
established and We do hereby establish a company, to be called the West India Com­
pany, which will be composed of the persons interested in the Continent of America 
above described, and others our subjects, who may be willing to enter into it, to carry 
on the whole of the commerce which can be carried on in the extent of territory of that 
portion of the Continent of America, from the river Amazon to the river Orinoc and 
the islands called the Leeward Islands possessed by the french, and in Canada, Acadia, 
Islands, Continents, and other Islands and Continents from the North of Canada to 
Virginia and Florida; together with the Mrican Coast, from Cap de Verd to the 
Cape of Good Hope, as far as the said company may extend their establishments in 
the interior of the said lands, whether the said countries belongs to us, as being or 
having been heretofore established by french subjects, or whether the said company do 
establish itself therein, by expelling or subjugating the indians or aboriginal inhabi­
tants thereof, or other nations of Europe who are not our allies, which said countries 
We have granted and do hereby grant to the said company in full property and seig­
niory with rights of justice: and having examined the articles and conditions submit­
ted to us by the parties interested in the said company, We have approved and allow­
ed, and We hereby approve and allow the same, such as they are hereinafter inserted : 

1. And inasmuch as We have principally in view the glory of God in the estab­
lishment of the colonies aforesaid, by procuring the salvation of indians and savages, 
to whom W e de~ire to make known the true religion, this company now formed under 
the name of the West India Company, \vin be obliged to send to the countries granted 
as aforesaid, the number of ecclesiastics necessary, to preach therein the holy gospel 
and instruct the people of these countries in the catholic, apostolic and roman religion, 
to build churches, rectories and presbyteries, with power to name to the same, for the 
performance of divine service on the usual days and at the usual hours, and to admi­
nister therein the holy sacrements to the inhabitants, which churche~, rectories and 
presbyteries the said company win be obliged to keep and repair in a proper and de­
cent manner, until the said company endow them properly, without however that the 
said company can change any of the ecclesiastics now established in the said countries, 
over whom the said company will nevertheless have the same power and authority as 
those of the governors and proprietors of the said Islands. 

II.. .That the said company will be composed of all those of our subjects who will 
be Wlllmg to enter the same, of any rank or condition whatever, without derogating, 
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by reason of this, fi:om thelf nobility and privileges, which al:e hereby preserved to 
them, and aliens and subjects of any prince or state whatever may also enter into the 
said company. 

III. That all those that will be willing to enter the said company, either french or 
aliens, will be received therein during the space of four months, from the first day of 
June of the present year, by taking shares therein to any amount they please, provid­
ed it be not under three thousand livres; after which time, no person shall be admitted 
in the said company. 

IV. All those who shall place in the funds of the said company from ten to twenty 
thou~and livres, whether they be french subjects or alicns, will be entitled to attenrl 
any general meeting, and have therein deliberative vote; and tho~e who shall sub­
scribe twenty thousand and more, may be chosen general directors, in tLeir turn, or 
aecording to the order established by the said company; and those intere"t2c1 in tbe 
company for the sum of twenty thousand livres, shall enjoy tlK, ri'o~lt:; (,f citi~ewhip in 
the citics of the kingdom where they shall rc"ill2. 

V. Aliens who shall enter the company with an interest of twenty thou~and livres, 
shall be reckoned french and natural born subjects, during the time they will be in the 
said ('ompany and shall have in the same an interest for twenty thousal1l1 lin".';, and 
after twenty years, they will enjoy that privilege for ever, without there be need of 
other letters of naturalization, and all their relations, though they be aliens, will be 
('opable of inheritint; their property in the kingdom; and \Ve do 11('1'(;h:; declare unto 
them that We do now renounce in their behalf all rights resulting from the incapaci­
ties of aliens. 

VI. Officers who shall enter the said company with twenty tholb:111clline" will be 
exempt from the resiclC'llce required by the declaration of His Majesty of the month of 
December last, and will be entitled to their pay and privilege~ as if they were pre­
sent at the place of their residence. 

VII. The persons interested in the said company will be permitted to sell, as,igll 
und transfer their shares in the same, to whom and in the manner they may think fit. 

VIII. There will be established in Paris a general board of direction, composed 
of nine general directors, chosen by the said company, three at least, being merchants, 
which directors shall remain in power during three years; and wLere,:()cn:r the affairs 
of the said company will require special boards of direction in the provinces, such 
boards will be established by the said company, composed of such number of direc­
tors as the said compony shall thin];, fit, such directors to be chosen amongst meTChants 
in the said provinces and no others; and such merchants may be directors in the said 
special boardR, though their inter('~ts be. limited to ten thousand li\Tes, and such ,c;ene­
ra1 or special directors will not be personually re"ponsible nor rendered liable, eithel' 
in pcr~on or in their prapcity, by reason of the conceru~ of the said company. 

IX. There will br, ~\'()ry year, a general meeting on the fir"t day of July. t<) lle· 
e 
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l 'b t upon the general concems of the company, where all those that have deUber. 
1 era e . 1 d' '11 . . t' hich general meeting the general and specla Hectors WI RUve vote may asSIS ; m w . '. . 

be chosen by the majority of votes; inasmuch as the saId company cannot entirely be 
formed before the first day of October next, there will be, on the fifteenth day of that 
month, a general meeting' for the election of the first ~ine ~eneral directors, o~ whom 
three shall go out after the expiration of three years, an.d m theIr s~ead t~ree new directors 
shall be cho:ocu, and the same operation shall he contmued the followmg year, and from 
year to year, three directors shall go out and three sh~ll come in, so that ~he s~id board 
of general direction may be always composed of mne men~bers, to Wlt: SIX of the 
former board and three new ones, who will be in office dunng three years, save and 
except as to the first nine directors, three of which will be in office for four years, and 
the other three during five years, in order that the affairs of the company may be con­
ducted with greater care; the same operation will be gone through with respect to the 
directors of special boards; and in the event of the death of any director, others shall 
be elected by the said company, on the first day of July. 

X. The secretary and principal cashier of the company in New-France will be 
named by a majority of the votes of the said company, and will not be deprived of 
office except by a similar vote. 

XI. The assets of the said company and the shares belonging to parties interested 
in the same, shallllot be subject to be seized, by us, for any cause, pretext or occasion 
\vhatsDever, nor shall the shares belonging to aliens be liable to such seizure, by 
reason or under the pretext of war or reprisals, which we might be carrying on against 
the princes or states of which they are the subjects. 

XII. Nor shall it be lawful for the private creditors of the said copartners to seize 
any of the assets of the said company in satisfaction of the debts of any such partners, 
nor shall the directors of the said company be bound to give any statement of the said 
assets, or to render any accolmt to the creditors of the said copartners; it shall never­
theless, be in the power of said creditors to seize in the hands of the principal cashier 
of the said company, any sum of money which may be found belonging to any of the 
said copartners, after a settlement of accounts by the said company, which settlement 
they will be bound to take as conclusive; such seizing creditors will be bound to pro­
ceed to sell upon such seizures within six months from the day upon which such 
seizures shall have been made, in default of which such seizures shall be null and 
void, and the company fully discharged from the same. 

XIII. The general directors at Paris, will name the commanding officers and the 
clerks necessary for the service of said company, either within the realm or in the 
countries granted, and will order the purchase of merchandize, the equipment of 
ships, the payment of salaries allowed to officers and clerks, and generally will order 
all things which may be for the benefit and advantage of the said company; provided 
nevertheless, that the orders for the payment of money shall be signed by at least four 
of the said directors. 

XIV. The <lCCount~ of the b0'1r.];: of direction or of the agencie5 which will be 



19 

established in the provinces, shall be rendered every six months to the general board 
of direction at Paris; and those of the said general board of direction at Paris, shall be 
settled yearly and the profits divided, save and except as to the two first years, during 
which no such division will be made; which said accounts shall be rendered according 
to the custom of merchants; and the books of the said company, as well of the gene­
ral direction as of particular directions, shall be kept by double entry, which books 
shall be authentic in courts of justice. 

xv. The company shall alone, during forty years, carry on trade and navigation 
in the countries granted, to the exclnsion of all other of our subjects who shall not 
enter into the said company; and to that end, We do forbid all our said subjects who 
shall not belong to the said company, to trade therein, on pain of confiscation of their 
vessels and merchandize, for the benefit of the said company, save and except the right 
of fishing which will be free to all our subjects. 

XVI. And with a view of enabling the said company to meet the large expenses 
which will be incurred fOT the support of the colonies, and of the large number of 
vessels which will be sent in the countries granted, 'Ve undertake to cause to be paid 
to the said company, for each voyage of its vessels that will take in cargo and equip 
in french ports, and from thence proceed to the said Islands and Mainland where the 
said colonies shall be established, and will from thence return to the ports of the realm, 
thirty francs for each ton of merchandize which such vessels will carry to the coun­
tries aforesaid, and fifty francs for each such ton which they will bring back and dis­
charge as aforesaid in the ports of the kingdom; which sums, whatcyer may be the 
amount of each voyage, 'Ve have given and hereby give, as a gratuity, without the ne. 
cessity of any further grant to that effect beyond the present; it is our will and we do 
hereby order that the said sums shall be paid by the keeper of our royal treasury, 
upon the certificates of two of the directors, and allowed in his accoullts without any 
difficulty. 

XVII. Goods which shall have entered for consumption within the kingdom free 
from duties, and which the company will be desirous of reshipping to foreign coun­
tries shall pay no export duties, nor shall sugars which shall have been refined in 
France, in the manufactures which shall be established by the company, pay such ex­
port duties; provided these effects are shipped in french vessels for the purpose of ex­
port from the kingdom. 

XVIII. The said company ,viII also be exempt from any import or export duty 
upon any munitions of war, victuals and other necessary things for the victualling and 
equipment of the vessels which the said company will equip, as also upon the timber. 
cordage, tar, cannons of iron and metal, and other things which will be impOlted from 
foreign countries, for the construction of the company's ships in France. 

XIX. All lands which the company may settle or ac.quire by conquest during the 
eaid forty years, within the extent of the country conceded and hereinbefore described. 
sb.a.ll belong to the said company in full propelty, with the rights of ooiguiory, &c., 
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as al,;o the i,l'll~,I:J of Ameri":1 known as the Antillc~ or Leeward Island..;, inhabited by 
the french, wbich were sold to .<('H'ral indi,"irl<1:d., by a company formed ill IG~:~, upon 
conditi,,]) that the company shall reimburse to the proprietors of the said islan<b tlJC 
amount of pnrclt:u;(, mOlll'Y puid I,)" them, as established by their deelb of ~llrchase, 
and the vdue of the amdior::tillll' ~!Jll imprllVCllH'llt...;, acconlin~ to tIll' valuatIOn tl) bo 
mClII" by th .. "ollll1li"i'JIlers namcd by \l-; f(l]' that pUr;)OSl', and pennitti.ll~. them tho 
enj"yment of the ,dtl,·lll(·llt...; Ilwaco by them since thl' purcha.-;e of the saId lsland~. 

XX. "\lJ ",llich conntrie . ..; antI d:uah;, places and tl)'t" which may h:ln, been built 
and (·'tablisllcd therein j,,\' Ollr snbject:" \VC han~ giYl'll, granted and CIIIl('(',lcd, and do 
her,·by .tP·;,·. grant aud concede to the sait! company, to be by the said company hat! 
and enj"Yl·d in full property f;)r ever, rt'~"C'nillS" to ourselves neither l~ghts nor duties, 
save and C'xcept fealty and lj()mag'~, which the said company will I", bound to render 
us and our r".\' ell successors, Upllll each mutation of the Cl"Uwn, with pa Ylll'_'lIt of a gold 
crOWll of the 'n·i~llt of thirty marks. 

XXI. The sni.J ('umpany bhall not be held liable to pay any indemnity to any of 
the compauir· . ..; tn whom \V l', or lIur royal predecessor~, may have marle ,!"'T")]t~, which 
said indemnitic" if any be due, shall be paid 1y us; for which purpose we have re­
yuk,·d and do hereby r('\,II].;e any grant which\Ve have heretofure made to them, to 
whidl '~nllJt<, ilJ .';(1 far as the' .;am" may be necessary, \\' e have sllbstitlltcd the said 
compall~', tu '·J:.i"Y all tloc· priyil('~('~ of the "~lml', in manuel' as if all sllch priyije;c-s 
'H're h(,l'Lin particularly expresoul. 

XXIT. The :"li,l comj'rllly as sf'i~nor., (;f the said land and islrmrl." shall enjoy the 
seig-lJiuri J1 rights which are ;,t present e,tablished therein upon the inhabitants of the 
same, 38 :.;nch lic;llt.,; are ll"'" levied by the s,~,igniors in possession, unless the said com­
pany s1:ould deem it pl'lIp"r to cr>lllIHllll' such rights for the relief of the said illha­
bita;lts, 

XXIII. Tlle said (C,mpany shall havc power to sell or dispose of the said lands 
1,y way of c,,f~'uffll1ent, (.'iihl,], in the 8aid islands or continent of America, ur ebewhere 
in the comltei .. , granted, upon payment of and fi)r, such celis I't Tellll'S and other ~t'i­
gniorial rights a, may be deemed proper, and to such perdons as the ,aid com!mny 
mc,), [:ce fit. 

XXIV. The said company shall have the enjoyment of all the mines and minerals, 
capes, gulf.;, ports, harbors, riYe'r." rivulets, i,;}ands and i~lt'ts which ma.y be found 
within the ,nid granted tract', witllOut being obliged to pay us by rt':Jsnll "f' the said 
mines and minerals, any royal duty whatever, which duties are here]»)' remitted. 

XXV. The said company may erect forts wherever the same may be deemed ne­
cessary for the defence of the country, may ca:,t cannon with our arms thereon, under 
which the company may put tLe' arms which are hereinafter granted; may also ma­
nufacture powder, ca'-r cannon balls, forge a1'11I:', l.:yy forces in the kingdom, to be 
Bent to the said country, our l'el1lli,~ion haying been preyjousJy obtained to that effect 
in the usual and ordinary manner. 
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XXVI. The said company will also have power to appoint such govenlOrs as may 
be deemed requisite, either upon the mainland, by separate sections or provinces, or 
in the said islands, which said governors shall be presented to us by the directors of 
the said company, in order that they may be provided with our commissions; with 
power also to the said company, where and so often as may be deemed necessary to 
displace such governors and to appoint others in their place, to whom our corr:~is­
sions ,vill be fOlthwith issued, it being lawful for such newly appointed governors to 
act as such, under the commission of such directors, for &ix months or for one year at 
the utmost. 

XXVII. The said company shall have power to arm and equip such number of 
vessels as may be deemed requisite for the protection of the said cotmtrieil and of the 
commerce thereof, upon which vessels such number of cannons may be mounted as 
may be thought necessary, and the white flag with the arms of France hoisted, and 
further to appoint such commanders, officers, soldiers and sailors as the said company 
will think proper, without its being in our power to employ such vessels in the event 
of war or otherwise, without the consent of the said company. 

XX VIII. In the event of any prize being captured by the vessels of the said com­
pany, upon the enemies of the state, within the seas of the countries granted to the 
company, such prizes shall belong to and be adjudged upon by the officers appointed in 
that portion of the Baid country wl1l're such vessels may most conveniently be taken to, 
ac:cording to the ordinances regulating the navy, reserving to ourselves, npon such 

,prizes, the rights due to the admiral, who will without hindrance grant the necessary 
commi~llions and permits for the cgreos of the said vessels from the ports of France. 

XXIX. The said company will h3.\'e power to treat of peace and make alliances 
in our name with the kings and princes of the countries where it will be desired tu 

establi.,h commercial settlements, and to agree with them as to the conditions of such, 
and tho treaties in relation to the same which shall be approved by us; and in the 
('Yent of agrellsion, to declare war, attack them and defend themsehes by force of 
anns. 

xxx. In the event of the said company being molested in the possession of its 
lands, and in its trade, by the enemies of the estate, \Ve tmdertake to defend and as:;i8t 
the said company with our forces and our vessels at onr own costs and expenses. 

XXXI. The said company will have power, as seigniors dispensing justice in all 
the said countries, to appoint judges and officers of justice wherever need be, and to 
displace and dismiss them whenever found necessary, which said judges and officers 
shall take cognizance of all judicial matters connected ,vith police, commerce and na­
vigation, as well civil as commercial; and in such places as it will be necessary to es­
tablish supreme councils, the officers composing the same shall be nominated and pre­
sented to us by the directors general of the said company, and thereupon the com­
missions of such officers shall be issued. 

XXXII. The ('omp~.ny m~y take for its arms, an escutcheon with field ;1Z\lrP, 
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~prinkled withJlt>uT.f de lys in gold, without number, two indians (or support ~~ II 
crown treflee, which arms We do hereby grant, t? be by the said company used m Its 
seal and enQTaved and put up upon its public edIfices, and upon the ve3seh! and can­
nons of the °compallY and anywhere else where it may be thought p~'oper. 

XXXIII. The judges appointed in the said place~ will be held to gi.ve )udgment 
according to the laws and ordinances of the realm, and the officel.'" of Ju~tlce ~ound 
to follow and to comply with the custom of Paris, aceording to whIch the mhabltan:ts 
shall enter into contracts, without its being lawful to introduce any other ctl3tom, 111 

order to cn:mrc uniformity. 

XXXIV. And with a view of favoring the inhabitants of the said granted coun­
tries, and to induee our subjects tf) settle therein, it is our will that those who go to 
the said eountries shall enjoy the same privileges and immunities as if they were 
inhabiting this our kingdom, and that those who shall be born from them, and 
from the indians converted to the roman eatholic and apostolic faith, shall be deem­
ed and taken to be natural born french subjects, and as such capable of rccl:iying by 
succes~ion, gift, legacy or othenvise, without being obliged to be naturalized, and 
that the artisans who shall have exercised their art and trade in the said country dur­
ing ten consecutive years, and who shall bring with them certificates to that effect 
from the offieers of the places where they shall have rc"ided, atte.4ed by the gover­
nor and certified by the direetors of the said eompany, shall be reputed masters in 
their trades, in all the towns of our kingdom where they may settle, without any 
exception. 

XXXV. The company shall have the power of making and enacting such by-laws 
and regulations for the management of its affairs, as well in Europe as in the said 
countries, as may be deemed neeessary; which said by-laws and regulations ,,v e will 
confirm by letters patent, in order that parties concerned in the said company be 
obliged to observe them according to the tenor and effect of the same, subject to the pe­
nalties imposed by the same, to which the offending parties shall submit as to the de­
cree of a supreme court. 

XXXVI. All difficulties arising between the directors of the said company and 
parties interested therein, or other parties interested therein : 8 copartners of an asso­
ciate in the said company, by reason of the affairs of the same, shall be determined 
amicably lly three other directors agreed upon by the parties, otherwise appointed, 
ez o.fficio, immediately by the other directors, to adjudicate upon the case within one 
month; and in ease such arbitrators should not give their decision within the month, 
others ,hall be named, to put an end by such means to the continuation of law suits 
and diffieulties whieh might occur in the said company, which decisions the parties 
shall be bound to abide by, as if they proceeded from a superior jurisdiction, on penalty 
Ilgainst the contrayening parties of loss of their capital, which capital will be confis­
cated in favor of the party acquiescing. 

XXXVII. ADd 88 to law suits and difficulties arising between the directors of the 
.aJd OOmp'any aad individuaJ$ not interest<'.<:l thf'1"ein, byrooson of the aml.irs of the said 
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oompany, they will be adjudicated and determined upon before the consular jurisdiction, 
whose jndgments will be executed without appeal, up to the sum of one thonsand 
livres, and above that sum, by provision, saving a recourse by appeal before a compe­
tent tribunal. 

XXXVIII. And as to criminal prosecutions in which any member of the said 
company shall be a party, either as prosecutor or as a party prosecuted, they will be 
determined before the ordinary tribunals, without however, that the criminal prose­
cution can give jurisdiction in the civil matter, which shall be determined and adjudi­
cated upon as is above stated. 

XXXIX. There shall be granted by us no letters, delays, evocations or exempt­
ions to any of the purchasers of the assets of the company, who shall be liable for the 
payment of their debts in the manner they shall have undertaken to pay them. 

XL. After the expiration of the said forty years, if it be thought fit not to conti­
nue the privileges of trade hereby granted, all lands and islands which the said com­
pany shall have conquered, inhabited or caused to be inhabited, together with the seign­
iorial dues and rights due by the said inhabitants, shall belong forever to the said com­
pany, as its own property, to be disposed of as the said company may deem fit, as of 
its property, as also the forts, arms and munitions, moveables, utensils, vessels and 
merchandize which the company shall have in the said countries, without being dis­
turbed in the possession of them, and without it can be in our power to take posses­
sion of the said lands and islands, for any cause or under any pretext whatever, 
which We do bereby renounce, provided the said company do not sell the said lands 
and islands to any aliens, without our special permission. 

XLI. And to make the said company understand how much We are desirous to 
facilitate the same, by all sorts of means, and to contribute with our monies to its 
establishment and to the purchase of vessels and merchandizes, to be sent to the 
said countries, We undertake to furnish the tenth part of all the funds subscribed by 
the said company, during the space of four years, after the expiration of which the 
said company shall pay us back the sums of money so adyanced, without interest; and 
in case that during the said period of four years, the company should sustain any 
losses, and should prove such losses by correct statements, We do hereby agree that 
such losses be paid out of the monies so advanced by us, IDlless we prefer leaving 
such tenth part, so advanced by us, in the funds of the said company for four years 
more, the whole without interest; to have at the expiration of the said eight years a 
general account made of the assetsof the said,company, and in case there should be a 
loss in the general fund of the said company, We do hereby agree that such loss be 
.taken ont of the said tenth part, in so far as the same shall be sufficient. 

XLII. Until the said company shall be entirely organized, which can only be af­
ter the lapse of time granted to all persons to join the same, those that have now an. 
interest in the same, shall name six amongst themselves, to manage the affairs of the 
said company and exert themselves immediately in equipping the yes~cl~, and -in mak-
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ing the purchase of merchandize itis proper to sewl in the said country; and t., 
such directors, H'j ChO.'Pll, those that wish to enter in the said company shall he bouncl 
to apply, and what ;;hall have been done and negotiated by them, shall he approved 

of. 

XLIII. \Ve do hereby bind ourselves to execute on our behalf all the conditions 
above mentioned and cause the same to be executed wherever nl'"d shall be, and to 
procure tl) th" said company the peaceable enjoyment of the same, during the period. 
of the said commitision, without any diminution, change or alteration. 

AlJ(1 'V" hereby order and require our trusty and wdl beloved councillors, Kittin~ 
in am' Parliament and our boards of accounts at Paris, to came thc-.;e pre _,ent., to be 
read, publi,hed and registered, and the same keep and observe ol'cor,ling to their 
tCllor and form, without suffedng that any contravention whatever be made to them, 
~uch i,-; our pleasure: and in order to insure the outlwnticity of the same, '\'e k,y,) 
('au,,,,,l our seal to be affi.xed to these presents, I:;aving in other matters our rights and 
t hcl", of nthl']"" 

M,"j" at Paris, in the month of !l.Iny, ill the year of our Lord one thousand six 
hundred and sixty-four, and of our reign the twenty-second. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

AmI further down, by order of the King, 

DE LIOXNE. 

AmI on one bide is written visa SEGlJER, and sealod with the great seal. 

[December 1674, copied from the Memoirs of the commissioners appointed by the 
Kings of France and England. Vol. II, page <1 i').] 

EDICT OF TIlE KI ..... G 

Rewkillg tliP charter if the TFi'st India Compan!J and re-unitillg to the ,iolllf7in rf the 
erou'n tlte 7" /lfl " islands, territories and riglds if the said f'{jrli P" fI!J, witl, permission 
to all tlte subjects if 1-lis JJ,ljest!J to trade tlwreill, December 113 i!. 

Lon~, EY TilE GRACE OF GOD, KIXG OF F'U ...... CE A;l/D NAV_\RRI:, 

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting. 

The position of our kingdom, hetween the ocean and the Mediterranean cri 'ng 
f; T' , o· VI 

grerlt aCl HIeS for t~e exportation and importation of merchandizt', has ,given occasion 
tl) several undertakmgs to carryon trade in remote countdes, and though the success 
(lr 811('h 111J'lprt:d~iw:~' has not always met the expectations that were entertained, in as 
JIl1.l<.'h :1.< J:ll)·t of thcoe expeditions wcre l11~dl' by indiyiduals withont the me~ns to in-
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Sure success ; We, moved by the affection we entertain for our subjects, were induced 
once more to forward commerce in the islands and continents of America, to presen-e 
for our subjects the advantages they had acquired, by their intrepidity and industry, 
in the diRcovery of a large tract of territory in that part of the world, which foreign­
ers had altogether turned to their profit, for upward~ of ~ixty years; and to this effect, 
We, by our letters, in the shape of an Edict, of the month of rofay, one thousand six 
hundred and sixty four, had anthorized the formation of a company, under the name 
of The West India Company, to which we granted, to the exclusion of all others, the 
privilege of trading, during forty years, on the continent of America; from the river 
Amazon to the river Orinoc, in the iolands called ANtilles or Lee'ward Islando, Canada 
or New-France, Acadia, in the island of Newfoundland and others, from the north 
of Canada to Virginia and Florida, together with the African coabt, ii.'om Cape de 
Verd to the Cape of Good Hope, as far as the company might extend its establish­
ments in the interior of the said country. Thid glorious and u,eful design has obtain­
ed the success we anticipated, and that company has mo"t efficiently taken possession 
of the lands we had granted to them, and those ('xtenoivc countries arc now inhabited 
by upwards of forty-five thousand people, governed by two lieutenants-general of our 
armies, eight governors and four councils, exerci,ing 80vereign and su1,reme jurisdic­
tion. Several lucrative rights, which produce an exten~i\'e revenue, have therein 
been established, and this trade now occupies nearly one hundred french 811ip", from 
fifty to three hundred tons, wllich give employment to a great number Of'l)ilots, sea­
men, artillerymen, carpenters and other mechanics, and procure the sale and con­
sumption of the products of this country. H"wever, being a\\',I1'e of the difficulties 
that this company has had to encounter in its establi"hmont, cUlt] uF the 1]('<1\,), and in­
evitable expenses they have incurred, by reao;on of the war they lmye lleld to ~lv'tain 
against the English, We have taken into considenltion the present "tate of' their affairs, 
and we have ascertained, by the accounts we have catv-ied to be wbmitted to u,~, that 
the liabilities of the said company amount to three milliun,; five hundn:d and twenty­
three thousand livros; and although the company migllt lwroafter cm'er tht"" liahili­
ties, by its commerce and by the possession of ~u great un ext, 'nt "t' country, where 
the said company enjoys already several sources of revenue, tendill~ to iucrea~e 8\'ery 
day, as the country will 8ettle,-Yet, as Weare of opinion thnt most of these rights 
and revenues, are better in the hands of the sovereign, than in the hands of a company, 
which will exert itself, promptly to render it, advancE'S productive. for the benefit of 
the individuals composing the same, which could be realized but at a very remote pe­
riod; and as \Ve have also been informed that the individuals engaged in the said 
company, are afraid of incurring new expenses, and are desirous that VVe should re­
imburse them their advances and capital, by taking upon ourselves the burthen of 
continuing their establishments, and by ve,ting in the crown all their rights, such M 

they are ;-We have willingly entertained this proposal, aud caused the affairs of the 
company, from its fir~t estabjishment up to the delte of the thirty-first day of Decem­
ber, one thousand six hundred and seventy-three, to be examined by commissionerll. 
And after a careful examination of the accounts, books Qud registers of the said com­
pany, they have asceltailled that the shares belonging to individuals, who have volun­
tarily taken all interest in the said company, amount to twelvE' hundred and ninety-

D 
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eeven thoU5and one hundred and eighty-fiye livres, for the reimb~rsemt'nt of whioh 

h 
'd d t ,'t' out of the monies and assets of the saId company, to the 

we ave provl e , 0" I ,- " d 
amount of one million f;,rtv-,,?ven thousand one hundred and eIghty-five h~-res, an 
, 'I' t ' h dred and fifty thousand lInes, 

out of our royal tre,hUl'Y, to the amollnt" "0 nn 

And by means of' "'tcl! 1"':'D1f'lll" the capital of the~r shares has been altogether 
Teimbur~ed, \yilh two dividends which have been paul the~, ~t the rate of four per 
cent, iW\'.\ ::11.t::l',lij]~ the lu~" un l:lI' ,"pil,II citork of thrce mIllIons five hundred, an~ 
tW"]11 y., hr,'c' tlt"w".ll<l Ii He,:, which 'H' h:1\'c alone assumed: by means whereof, mdi­
Yiduais being reimbursed of 'I'll"t might belOl'g to them, We have ~esolved to tak.e 
back un,l r(,l:nile It) our domain all the lands by us granted to the saId company, (to­
gether with that portion still in the hands of,the ;;ieur, H,ou~l, ~amely, the pI~o~~rty 
and seigniory "f the Island of Guadeloupe, ~th the ~elgIllonal nghts, rIghts of ,1K~eK­
ment, of w('1,,'hl, and others which "rc len eel for IllS own benefit,) by reason of t~e 
assignment an;1 tr;m,ii!r unto uo; made by the directors and co~missioner~ of t~e saId 
company, by ,1L'",1 C'xecuted bet\veen them and Colbert, ordmary councIllor 111 o~r 
royal council, comptroller gl'lIl'!"ll of our lill,'Il('L'~, Poncet and PUHsor, al~o councIl­
lors in onr 1"''1,,1 council "t(,rc~,'<li(l, Hotman, ~uperintenallnt of our finances, to whom 
Yve have d('l:.~"t(.rl our authority on tlli" bC'half; and to make it known in what con­
sideration ,,"c'llold those that 11,ne l'll,e,;'clge,l themselves in similar undertakings, which 
have heen bClll'ii"i,,1 to our state, and ,'].,0 to grant to all our subjects the liberty of 
commerce in .\1111'ri(,'I, nud til each anel eyery one of them, on their own account and 
benefit, Ull condition only of taking the urdinary pa~~porh and permissions, and there­
hy to contribute to the welfare auel adnnta,,"e,'. of our people :-To this effect, with 
the advice of our council, of our ('Prt ,ii! knowledge, full power and royal authority, 
\Ve ha\0 revoked, aboli,hed and "u1'P1"<·,.;.;,,(I, and 110 hereby revoke, abolish and sup­
pre'';, the \V c"t India Company, established by our Edict of the month of May, one 
thomand six hnlldred and sixty-four i-and IN e elo hereby give leave and liberty to 
all our subjects to trvde thereat, as abo in all other countries under our dominion, 
by virtue of the reimbursement made tt) individuals, and of the assignment, transfer 
and abandonment made unto U~, by the directors and commissioners of the said com­
pany, and accepted for us by the said ~ieur8 Colbert, Poncet, PUSS or and Hotman, by 
deeds passed bel"l'e Le Bceuf and Beaudry, notaries, hereunto annexed and sealed 
with the seal of our dlUnr('I'Y, \Ve have united anJ incorporated, and We do hereby 
unite and incorporate with the domain of our crown, all the lands and countries, (to­
gether with that portion still in the hands of sieur Houel aforesaid in the property 
and seigniory of Guadeloupe,) which belonged to the said company, as well by 
virtue of our grants contained in our Edict for the establishment of the said com· 
pany, as by virtue of purchaseD or otherwise, to wit :-the countries in the continent 
of America, from the river Amazon to the river Orinoc, and the islands caned Antillu 
or Leeward Islands, possessed by french eubjects, Canada or New-France, Acadia, 
Newfoundland, and other islands and continents, from the north of Canada to Virgi­
nia and Florida, together with the African Coast, from Cape de Verd to the Cape of 
Good Hope, and the property and settlement of Senegal, the trade of Cape de Verd 
and of the river Gambia, to be governed and administered as the othe domains of our 
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croWn, and to be, such rights of domain, assessments, weight, entries, exports, those 
of fifty sols per hundred weight of sugar and wu..'C, entered in our city of Rouen; 
united to our revenues, according to their quality and nature; and to be levied in SUell 
mlmne:;' a~ by U'; shall be ordained; the enjoyment of the revenues of the said coun. 
tries, lands and rights whatsoever shall commence on the first day of J an nary, ont) 
thouband six hundre<l and eighty-one, inasmuch as Yo' e have abandoned the credits 
of the said company during the period of ~ix yeara, for the purpose of acquiting the 
debts of the said company remaining unpaid, atld as the s~nne is more amply detailed 
by the decree this day rendered in our council. And, in consequence, it is our will 
that those who shall be by us mmed and ap;.;ointed for the administration and settle­
ment of the said revenues, and the payment of the saic1 ,1.-ht-;, shall be bound to ren­
der an account of their said admini~tration to our board of accounts and not else­
where, except before the commissioners of our council, who ,",ill be appointed by w, 
for that purpose, inasmuch as the administration and '~ttl:'ment of the said revenues 
and payment of the said debts, is a neeessary nm,c'lwmce of the (lissolution of the 
said company, in no ,,-ise affecting our intcrc;t." By rca,ull of the statements of the 
said eompany, seen and examined by the sieurs H"tm,lll and Le Vaycr, commission­
ers by us appointed, vVe have approved, eOlliinned, ratified aHd declared "ldid, and do 
approve, confirm, ratify and declare valid, all the d"liberation.', ordinances, judgments, 
orders, n1andate,', cf)n11nission~, settlements, act., of gr;"'e, ("ollccs.-i()ns, leases and 

other acts generally, up to this day made by the said ,'omp,my, it> gener;:] ngcllt~, 

secretaries, clerks, agents, nhhiers, 'md all others its ofiicers, ,I., well upon the spot 
as in France, including the duties rai",,1 upon 1',ls'1'orts dnliverecl by tIle e(lmp:Ill.', 
and the duties paid upon the deliycry of the sanl(". 

We halO further, and do hereby disch<lrgt' a1111\t" di"ct'lors amI "onlnn'SlOll,'r';, 
agents, secretaries, cashier,s, book-keepers clerh, offic<ers all,] ot]",1's of their agcncy, 
commission and administration, save and PXt'l:l't the ekl'k" of the i"lamls, amI others 
indebted for balances upon their acconnt,;, their wid(),,'.', ('l,ildn'lJ, heirs <llld Slleres­
sors, together with all seizures matIe in their hands, for allY Gl1lS(, ",hat80c\'or, not­
withstanding any contravention to the rules and regulations hy U', ll1flde for the cotab. 
lishment, conduct amI administration of the aflilir~ of the said '-" nnpany or to the par­
ticular by-laws and regulation,s of tlw same, hel'l'hy e:-;:p1'e.':;ly forbidding all ow- offi­
cers and others to bring any action or make any demand by rca:-on of these matters i 
and We have fnrther declared and do declare nlid, appro\"c amI renfirm the grants 
of land made by the directors, their agent, fl.nd attonwys, the :;ale, made of nny ha­
bitations, stOl't's, lands and hen·,litaments in the countries by us granted, t()gNhcr ,\"ith 
the remittances and compositions which may have been made by the directors, their 
clerks and agents, of any debts and credit.;: a3 also the engagement" of the settle­
ments of Senegal, the trade of th,' Cape ,Ie Yenl and of the river Gambia, upon the 
terms and conditions eontained in the apcd executed by the direetori: and commis­
sioners of the company, the eighth of ~ o\'cmher, on~ thoUci<lnd six hundred and seven­
ty-three, confirmed hy (lcrTee af our council of tl:e elcH'nth day of the same month; 
and considering the accounts rcmleren, t h" r(';i:;ti~rs and documents in support where­
of h,we been deposited ~vith the clerk of our council,W(' likewise discharge the di-
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. . I ·1 k' cashiet,s ano officers from the obliga-rectors, ('omlHli',lOlICrS, genera agent~, c er ~,- . . 
. ' b '-d' f accounts by reasons of the momes of tlOn of rendennfT allY at'! uUllh to our oal :; 0 , 

,,, 'f 1'. 1 I t···· f our courts of J- ustice levied under ow' treasury, those 0 our 1<lI'TI1S anc t 1e ,1:\:'-:; 0 ' 

our orders ;ud paiu to the tn'a,;\lry of the company; seeing, the accounts of tI,le .same, 
which h"ve he'PH rendered t<) tIll' company, and ,ince exammed by the commlsslo.ners 
of our council, witlJOut pn'jmlice, 11<)\\'c\'[1', to the rights of the lawful credItors 
of the company, and of the monies to be paid by the said si,eur Houe~, by reason of 
what remains with him in the i"land of Guadeloupe, in relatlOn to whIch and to the 
said ,lel.!" lowi"ioll will 1)(' maue in our council. And by reason of the extinction, 
lIupprcf"iull aHd revocatiun ,,1' the ",id company, We also take upon o~rselves cd pro­
vide, i'l tIL' lL",ual manner, in the places where the company was oblIged to do so, 
to the ~lll ".j ,I ,wcu of t I.e' rect0r", priests and other eccle,i:l:itics, and to the mainte­
nance and n 'I ,,,j r.; of churches, ornamelJts and other expenses necessary for divine 
8cnicl', and lit and pruper pcrsons will be provided by us for the services of recto­
ries. It is :, l.co our will that the governors-general, and the governors of particular 
sectiuns, and their lieutenants, be hereafter appointeu by us, and be sworn in like man­
ner l1S those of the l'T<)yinces and places of the realm: that justice be adminiBtered 
in OUI' name by the officer;; who will be appointed by us, and until such period all 
the officers of the comp'luy shall continue in the exercise of the dutie/:! of their offices, in 
our name, in virtue of these pTl>t'nt", without any ir.novatiun, for the present, in the 
councils rnd tribunal& wherein justice is rendered, save and except as to the number 
of councillors in the supremc council of Martinique and Guadelonpe, which will not 
exceed ten ill each i:;hn:cl, composed of the municipal officers of the said islands, un­
til such time as further provision be made by us in that respect, and save and except 
also as to the prh")/c of Quebec for the administration of justice, which we have and 
do hereby suppress and extinguish; 'Ve do further order that justice be administered 
therein by the superior council, as it was administered previously to ilie establish­
ment of the company, and the decree of the month of May one thousand six hundred 
and sixty-four.-And \V c do hereby require our trusty and well beloved councillors, 
holding ow' parliament and board of accounts at Paris, to cause our present decree to 
be read, published and registered, and the contents thereof kept and observed accord­
ing to its tenor and effect, notwithstanding all Edicts, declarations, decrees and other 
things to the contrary, from w!.ich \Ve have and do hereby derogate, for such is our 
pleasure; and in order to give publicity to these presents, we have caused dur seal to 
be affi.xed to our present Edict. 

Given at St. GClmaill en Laye, in the month of December, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand six hundred and seventy-four, and of our reign the thirty second. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

By order of the King" 

COLBERT. 
And then ri~a 

DALIGRE. 
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[15 April 1676.-Entered COliS. Sup. Reg. A, Fol. 64. Ro.] 

Powers granted to Messieurs de Frontenac and Duc1tcsneau to give concessiollS. 

LOUIS, BY THE GRACE OF GOD, I{l"G OF FRA-"CE AND KAVARRE, 

To our. beloved the sieur,; count de Frontenac, our Lieutenant-General in Canada. or 
New-France, and Duchesneau, intendant of justice, police and finances in the 

said country, greeting. 
'\ 

It being necessary to provide for the concession of wild lands to the inhabitants ac­
tually living in the said country, or to those who may be sent thereto by us for the pur­
pose of settling, We have given and do hereby give you jointly OUT power, signed with 
OlIT hand, to grant concessions of lands, as well to the old inhabitants as to those who 
will come to the country for the purpose of settlement, provided however, that the 
deeds of such concession~ be submitted for e.pproval, within a year from the day of 
their execution, in default of which the same are declared null and void. And it is 
also our will, that the said concession~ be only given upon the condition of clearing the 
lands, and of bringing them into value ",-i.thin six immediate and consecutive years, 
otherwise the said concessions to be null; and provided that all such grants shall be 
made contiguous to one another. And to this effect We hereby specially authorize 
and command YOu; and in order to give authenticity to these presents for ever, we 
have caused our seal tu be hereunto annexed. 

Made at the camp of Heurtebise near Valenciennes, the 20th day of May 1674, 
a.nd in the 34th year of our reign. 

(Signed) LOllIS. 

And further down, by order of the Kill.;. 

COLBERT. 
Sealed, &c. 

Registered, to be executed according to a decree of this day, at Quebec, the llllle 

teenth day of October, one thousand six hundred and seventy-six. 

(Signed) BECQUET. 

[August 1717.-Entered Con. Sup. Reg. E, Folio 7.] 

Leiters patent for tl~e establislunclI.t if a trading company, under tke name ?f "Compa­
gnie d'Occident," Tlte TVestern Company. 

LOUIS. BY THE GRACE OF GOD, KING OF FRANCE AND NAVARRE, 

To all to whom these preRents shall come. greeting. 

Since our accesRion to tllt) throne, W 0 have labored efficiently to €ffect a whole~om~ 
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\"eform of "ur 1ill~nl"'''' and t<> apply a remedy again,.;t the numerous a],lh.;es that a long 
(,<JIll',-;" of warfare had inlrod]]ce.!, aIHI \Ve han' paid "I pIal ;lttt'!Iti"lI ttl t!1l' ]lI'd,"'perity 
of 11,(' commerce of our Sl'.1.jl'ctc<, wl,ich CtJlIlr;IJIllc..; [1)5 mnch ;1) their wclfJl'(', a, a 
r~n'f'lll ;)(lnliJli ·tr~·lir)'l of 'Il!:~ fil)111r('~; !ll1rl 1rl\"i~1(! I:lkr:'ll ('n~llizrln~n (If t:1C Rtntc of 

'\.T 1 '111 I: '-'(Il( '1:('.' \~"'I') a~·t' "t--'("'(l'ainec1 ,:; it, t~I' Y ~o 11)1)('11 ;r~(li(' ]]f't,cl our our..!." () r{ , r .... L ('! : • t. • -' '., - _. , 

, tl'll I', ' '1" 'II' I , ,'I'IIP ('p '1'lt "d \\,1)()111 the :~!t(' ] ... ;IJ'-,", /jIll' J110:,t 111JlH)l'(.·,tI l l1'()1 (". il' IJl!), .1.. ..... _ ~ ~ i ... , -" ,. J • • ' • 

I'n"]L'C'''';~''r. hnrl g-1'>Ill'lI,,\.I,y lettl'''' p;Jtl nt "e the 1l1l'"th .. t ~"','l~I"llJl.t'r "f tile :"";]1' 
1,1:2, thc ('\:('ltlci",' pri\'i~,',;c of C"ll]llh'lCe in onT (,III"II,\' of LClIhJaIl:J, has Immhly n'­

'lll""t'.J 11,' til ",'('I'I,t of Ill<' SlIl r('nell'!' of tl:e :,:Jid pl'ivi?l,l~'" w],j,.;1 SlllTClld~'r \\'" h::Yl: 
~''('''I'I,',1 hy a d,'I'H'f' Ilf (lllr r'''llIlcil. of tIl<! t''-''l1t:- ~IlI' ,I ,by of "\lI~'n't lIhtclllt, and 
aI,,, tlmt thc trr,,,Iy 111;1.1., with the ,i,'ll1', 1'cubelt, ~'l'J'l' and (;;1)'01 t 11e 10th of May 
Ii Oil, in ]'(,latillll til the \H'an'i' tral]" IIf C';,n",b, \\';T] e::pir" "t thc (,Il'] of tI", lll'<'''cllt. 
y.'ar, \VI' ha\'e thought it expedient for tIl<' ]'C!ll'nt 'If ,,{{I' ~ .. \ C,,'Jl]ll('llt, and the ad­
~';Illl ;1"1' "f lhu"c ('oloni .. " to ("t;,],l;'~1 a ('I;]nl';]11:-', al,le to maiutaiu tbcir tJ';j(t~ and Cll]­
pl"y I~hour('rs npon plant:Jtiu1J' and clllti,'",c land, For t:1C,'C' ]'I,,!,'l'Il" ::wl "tlI1'1':';, II,.; 

thl'I'I'II11t .. m""il"!', with the ;](h'j('I! of "~lOr ;}),,<t 1)('1",-",1 unc1,e, the duke of Url":Ilt:,, 

1
1'''1111 01' uuI' 111,.,41)('11.\(,,1 ('tJll . ..,ill. the ,hlke of B r llll'h()ll, of onr mo"-t heloved cousin, 

-. ' 
th~ Prince of ('''llti Prill"" of the 1,:uO,]; IIr' onr mo"t LclI)H'(l \!lIck, the duke 1.1' 
1\1:1\,]]('; "j' our IlIO"t belm'I·,1 unrl .. , t;IC elluui of :-J," ';:l11I':;l', 1'1'11('(' roy"l, ;:lHl other 
p,',:n.; of Francc, tll(' ,',;1'C;,1 nl"11 (,j' uur killgdum, and of' our ('Cll :Iill Lll<;\"'I,,d,!,;'c, filll 
pml'l'r 0.1111 rlly:d Cllltllrit)-, \\'(, haH' .'JEtct .. d and ordained, [Iml \\' e UO ]ll.']'(·I.y c]Jact 
and (lrtlain, will, ;m.1 it is our plea,m'e, 

I. That there be j'Il'med, by virtue "fthf"c pl'cwnts,:l comnlerci~] company uncler the 
name of " CIJllljl(l,,!/II(' rI' {)'" /t/, III," "TIlC'\\'",tel'll ('Ollll"'UY," in which all Olll' ~ul'.i('l't~ 
of whatever ra]Jk ancl .1"';I'<,'\', other companies formed or to formed, and ""J1'(1]'Gti"1l~ 
and commllnitil''<, will be permitted to join and take an iute["'ot, t"J' :ll1y S11m llll'y may 
,1(,"111 fit, without .lr-l'n~atin", I,y 1'(':1"'1l thel'(;(Jt; from their title", quality and ]Jul.;,;t)', 
it being our intcntion that they do Clljuy t1,e pl'ivilc~'('s ('''I,t;lil((,,1 in the Edicts of the 
months "f "by anu "\nc;u,t ll)Ij~', All'!,l,t IGl):! and Decemher 17Ul, wllich we wi"ll to 
be ('v'I'llt"d acc"nlill" to their tenor and effect. 

II. \Y" do hereby ,(!;nllt to the said company, during the term of t\y('llty-fin~ y";lr~, 
to commence from thl' day ,of cnl'egistration of tlw-;e 1']'(',,'nt<, the f'Xclll,i,'C' privill'rsr' 
of trnclin~ in "ill' province and government of L"lli-;iCll{<l and in ('''I,,"b, from the tir~t 
day of January 1,13, to the last day of December 1 i-lc:! illClw,iy,'ly, the C'xrlUci\'I' pri­
vile(!;E' "f recl'i"ill!!,' all the beaver okins of any kind, which til<' inhabitants of tIll.' ,aid 
colony shall have .,btained by trading, re6C'J'viw,; to Illl)',<dn's to regulate, from tIll' in­
fOlTIlations that ,,'e shall receive from the said country, the quantity (,f the ~('\'C r<1l 
kinds of beawr skins which the said company shall be bound to buy yearly from the 
inhabitants of C;]nad<1, and the prices the company shall be hound to pay for the 

same. 

III. \VP do hc'rcby prohibit any other of our subjects from C<tlTyillg on allY tr~de 
within the territory of Loui~iana, dU;:;llg the time of the privilege of tIle said compa­
ny, on pain of confiscation of their gooclB and \,esse]:;; but thitl prohibition, rwvcrtht:-



le~, is not to be understood as applying to the tmde which may ue carried on betwe.-ll 
the inhabitants of the said colony, or which may be carried on with the indians. 

IV. And we do further forbid aU our subjects from buying any beaver, in any pm­
tion of our government of Canada, for the purpose of exporting the same to our king­
dom, upon pain of confiscation of the said beaver, in favor of the said company, and 
of the vessels on board of which the same may be laden; 'the trade in beaver skins 
will, nevertheless, remain free in the interior of the said colony, between traders and 
inhabitants, who will be at liberty to continue to buy and sell beayer as they have al­
ways done. 

V. To enable the company to form a permanent settlement, and to execute all the 
undertakings in which it may engage, We have given, granted and conceded, and \Ve 
do hereby give, grant and concede for ever to the said company, all the lands, coasts, 
harbours and islands in our province of Louisiana, in like manner and to the same extent 
as we had granted them to the sieur Crozat aforesaid, by our letters patent of the four­
teenth day of September 1712, to enjoy the same in full property and seigniory, toge­
ther with the rights of justice, saving and resenlng only to ourse}ye~ the right of 
fealty and homage, which the said company shall be bound to render unto us, and the 
kings our successors, on each mutation of the crown, with a crown of gold of the 
weight of thirty marks. 

VI. The said company is authorized, within the limits of its conce".-;ion, to make 
treaties and alliances, in our name, with all the nations of the country, other than 
those depending upon any power of Europe, and to settle with them the conditions under 
which the company will form its establishments, and carryon its trade amongst them, 
and in case of provocation, the company i,~ authorized to declare war against them, to 
attack them, or defend itself by force of arms, and to make peace, or agree to a suspen­
sion of hostilities with such nations as aforesaid. 

VII. The property in mines and mineral deposits which the company will cause to 
be opened and worked, pending their privilege, will belong for ever to the said com­
pany, without being obliged to pay us during that period, by reason of the said mines 
and minerals, any dues or rights of sovereignty, which are hereby remitted and re­
leased by these presents. 

VIII. The company is also authorized to sell and transfer all the lands contained 
in its grant, subject to such cens et rentes as the company shall think proper to impose j 
also to grant them in franc aleu, free and common soccage, without any seigniorial 
rights, or rights of justice, it being understood that the said company will not dispossess 
any of our subjects, who are already settled within the limits of the concession of the 
said company, of any of the lands granted unto such of om subjects, or of any lands 
upon which they have settled without title,but which they have improved. And we 
hereby will that such of them as have no titles or patents fi·om us, be bound to take 
deeds of concession fi'om the said company to secure unto them the property of the 
lands they possess, which titles they will be entitled to get gratuitously. 



lX, The company i~ a],w authorized to COllstrnct such forts, castles and other pla~ 
,;r',." as \\'il1 be deeTlled ncce"sa1'Y for the defence of the country so granted, place 
~Clrl'isolls thcrein, and levy troops fi,l' the purpo3 l ',j of war within the realm, after ob-

t~:lining our le<l.\,(' in the usual mallllC'L 

X, The compally will appoint g"YETIlOrS, Rup"l'iol' "fEc!']" and others, and have 
the clIlllmand of the trllop' ,,~hich it may require; the "aid gnvernors and other 
supCl;or offiCe'l's shall he presented to us by the directors of the said company, to re­
ceive our cilmmissinn; the comjlany will havc the 1"1'.\'<'T to remove them from office, 
when and "II nftE'll a,; it will dcem it proper, appoint othcrs in their src:1I1, tu whom we 

will C:lll<e our coml11i,,,ion~ til be delivel'f'll ,,'ithout ally difficulty, and in the interval 
of the i"ninc; of tlHI' "()Illmis-ions, such officers llJ:ty take the comm:lnd awl retain it 
during six months, or a year nt th" utmu.,t, b:, \;rtu(' of commissions emanating from 
the din'dol''; of the compan;.', nnd all such g"\'l'rnors and superior officers shall be 

hound til take the oath of a llegiclIlCf' to our gll\'fTnmellt. 

XI. Such military officers as are now in our province of Loui:,iall:l, and who are 
willinO' to remain therein, and such uther military ufficers :lS are tlesil'ou8 of going to 

o 
the said province, under our ple,hllH" t1"'1'e to t,lke s('n'ice as ("lptuin~ or subaltern 
officers, will hayu pC"ll1i'oioll to take such service, under cOllJmissioTl~ issued by the 
company, allll by reason of sllch ~('n'icc, they will not loose the grade and rank that 
they now han', citlJer in our na\'y, or land 1;,1'('(',>, it being our will tb:lt, 1)y virtue of the 
pennission hereby granted to them, the), he considered as having continued in our 8er­
\;ce: and the s<,nices nm,lered by them to the said company, shall be considered as 
if the same helll ],,,,C:l rendc1'erl to us, 

XII. The said company is also authorized to arm and equip for the purposes of 
war, as many ve"sels as the company will deem nccesscry for the incrt'a,'" and safety 
"f it::; trade, upon which Y("esels they will pbce as mallY C'lllllon as they may think pro­
per, and hoist a flag at the peak and upon the bO\\'op1'it, and upon no "tIler masts; the 
company may also cast cannon with our an113, under which they will plo,c,' the armg 
hereinafter granted them, 

XIII. The company, by virtue of the powers conferred upon them ai', seigniOl's, of 
administering justice within the limits of their granb i-are authorized to name and 
appoint judges and officers therein, wherever they shall he W:lIlt, 'el, and wherever they 
shall think it fit, to remo\'e and (li"miss them at pleasure, which judge:) ~hall ha\'e cog­
nizance of alljutiicial affairs and matters of poli::e, and of trade, as well civil as cri­
minal, and where it will be necessary to establish fupreme councils, the officer:> com­
posing these shall be namcrl and pre"ented to us hy the directors of the company, and 
upon such nominations, our commi:;~ions shall be adJ,'ec.icd to such officers. 

XIV, Thejudges of admiralty who shall be appointed for Louisiana, shall have the 
lame powers, shall adminioter justice in the same manner, and shall have cognizance of 
the ~ame matters, as similar judges in our kingdom and in otl,er countries under our do­
lllinion; and they will be hy us commi~sioned npOl] their nomination by the admiral of 
France, 
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. XV. '1'~e judges so appointed. in the said countries shall be bound to administer jus~ 
tICe accordmg to the laws and ordmances of the realm, and in conformity to the custom 
of Paris, by which the contracts between the inhabitants shall be regulated, without 
any other custom being introduced, so as to insure uniformity; 

XVI. All law suits which may arise in France between the company and indivi­
duals, by reason of the affairs of the cOn1pany, shall be determined and adjudicated 
upon by the consular jurisdiction at Paris, and the judgments rendered by that tribunal 
shall be enforced and executed without appeal, when they will not exceed one hundred 
and fifty livres, and above that sum they will be executed provisionally, saving the right 
of appeal to the parliament of Paris, and as to the criminal prosecutions in which the 
company may be involved, as prosecutor or as party prosecuted, they will be carried 
before the ordinary judges, but in such cases the criminal jurisdiction shall have no co­
gnizance of the civil matter, which shall be determined and adjudicated upon as is 
above provided. 

XVII. We will grant no letters, delays, evocations and exemptions to any of the 
purchasers of the assets of the company, who shall be bound and liable to pay in the 
manner they shall have undertaken so to do. 

XVIII. We do hereby engage to protect and defend the said company, and to em~ 
ploy, if necessary, the force of our arms to ensure the entire liberty of its trade and na­
vigation, and to obtain for the same complete satisf2cction for all wrongs and injuries 
they might be subjected to on the behalf of any foreign power. 

XIX. If any of the diroctors, captains of vessels, officers, clerks and other persons 
in the employ of the company, are made prisoners by any foreign powers, whatever, 
who may be in open warfare with us, we undertake to redeem them by exchange or 
otherwise. 

XX. The said company will not be permitted to carryon its trade but with its 6!wn 
vessels, or vessels belonging to our suhjects, armed in the ports of our kingdom and 
manned with french crews; in which ports the said vessels will be bound to return; and 
no such vessel will be permitted to go directly £i'om the countries so granted as afore­
said to the coast of Guinea, on pain of the repeal of the present privilege, confiscation 
of the vessels together with the cargoes therein. 

XXI. The vessels of the company and other vessels of om subjects, authorized by 
the company or its directors, will be permitted to chase such vessels of our subjects at­
tempting to trade within tho limits granted to this company, in contravention to these 
presents, and the prizes shall be adjudicated upon according to our regulations on the 
subject. 

XXII. An goods, merchandizes, victuals and munitions of war, shipped on board 
of the vessels of the company shaH be considered as belonging to the same, unless it 
appear, by biHs of lading drawn in due form, that they haye been taken bn board as 
freight, by order of the company, its directors or agents., 

E 
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XXIII. It is our will that all and every our suhjects, who shall go to the countries 

130 granted to the said company, do Cl'U0Y all the franchise~ and .privileges of t~JOse re· 
I>iding in our kingdom, and that the children of the frencl~ mhabltants .of the saId c01~n­
tries and CYCIl the children of the resident European ahens, pruf''.'''IJI£S the catholIc, 
<lur"~r,lic aUll roman religion, be consideretl and l'Cckoned natural french born subjects, 
a:ld <lS such CIl<ll']c(l to inherit, make and receive tlonations ancllcg<l{'ics, rlm1 make any 
other dispositions whatever, without the necessity of ldters of naturalisation. 

XXIV. ,\n,1 to facilitate such of om su~jects as y,ill RettIe in the said country, Wo 
have C,Clllptl,<1 and do hcl'l'j,y exempt them, so long as the privilege of this company 
will last, from paying any dutics, dues or imposts wkltl'YCr they may become liablo 
for, either personally or for b"IOIOlb, or in respect of their slaves. 

XXV. The ,~uorl, and merchandizes shipped by the company for the country so 
granted to them~ un,1 those' rerJuired for the construction, equipmcnt and victualling of 
their Y(>scls, shall be exempt of export or import ,1uti('s, whether they he due to us or 
to any of our cities, whether they be carrie,1 from one part of om kingdom to another, 
or from one port to another where the ycsscl is taking cargo: provided the agents of 
the company ,viII undertake to bring back, within eighteen months, a certificate of tho 
lanllillg of such goods in the port of their destination, on pain, in case of contraven­
tion, of paying four times the amount of the duties, reserving to oms elves to extend 
such delays when we shall think fit. 

XXVI. The said company shall also be exempt from the pa::ment of the rights of 
toll and other dues, levied in our name, on the river Seine and the river Loire, upon 
empty casks, timber, vessels, timber for the construction of yessels and other construc­
til,m, and upon other goods belonging to the said company, provided the carriers and 
drivers do produce certificates of two of the directors. 

XXVII. In cas(' the said company is obliged, for the purposes of its trade, to im­
port goods from foreign countries into the limits of their grant, the said goods ,viII be 
fi'ee of export and import duties, prm-ided they be deposited in warehouses belonging 
to our customs, or in those of the said company, under the keeping of the clerks of our 
receivers of customs dues and of the clerks of the company, who shall have each a 
key, until such goods shall be shipped on hoard of the n:.,s.:ls of the company, and in 
such ca~e thL' cumpally shall undertake to bl~ng back, within eighteen months, a certi­
ficate of the landing of such goods in some port ,,-ithin the limits of the grant of the 
company, on pain, in case of contravention, of paying- four times the amount of the 
duties; resen-ing to ourselves, in case the company should -:,ant to import from foreign 
countl~es, goods, the importation of which is prohibited, to grant them a pennit, if we 
think fit, upon their demand to that effect. 

L\,:VIII. The goods imported by the said company in the ports of our kinO"dom 
from the countries g:ant~d. to it, on thlir Own account, will only be sU]Jject, durin~ the 
first te.n ye8,rs of tIllS pnnlege: to In)" one half of the duties impf'.o~'d upon similar 
goods l~ported from the other ls~ands and french colonies r)f America, accortling to our 
rp~ulatlOn~ of tlHl month of Apnl last; aud if the said company do import £i'om llu" 
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limits of their grant, good~ others than those imported from the islands and french CO~ 
lonies of America, mentioned in our said regulations, such will only be subject to pay 
one half of the duties imposed upon similar goods imported from foreign countries, 
whether such duties belong to us or have been assigned over to individuals; lead, cop­
per and other minerals shall be altogether free of duties; but if the said company do 
take on board of their ships goods by affreightment, such goods]shall be reported to. 
our revenue officers by the commanders of such ships, in the usual manner, and such 
goods shall pay full duties. As to the goods imported by the said company in the ports 
of our kingdom, named in the 15th article of the regulation of the month of April last, 
or in the ports of Nantes, Brest, Morlaix and St. Malo, on their account, as well fi'om 
the countries granted as aforesaid as from any of the french islands of America, being 
the result of the sale of the products of Louisiana, intended for foreign countries, they 
shall be deposited in the warehouses of the customs in the ports where they shall reach, 
or in those of the company, as above prescribed, until they be reshipped, and when the 
clerks or agents of the company shall by desirous of sending such goods to foreign 
countries, by water or by land, by way of transit, which can only be made through the 
medium of the boards designated by our regulations of the month of April last, they 
will be bound to procure sureties that, within a certain time, they shall produce a certi~ 
ficate fi'om the last board of exit, that such goods passed through, and another certifi~ 
cate of their landing in foreign countries. 

XXIX. If the company construct vessels within the cOlmtries of their grant, ,Ve 
are willing, when such vessels shall enter our ports for the first time, to pay to the said 
company, out of our royal treasury, by way of gratification, six livres per ton f"r ves. 
sels of two hundred ton and upwards, and nine lin'es per ton for those of twCl hund­
red and fifty tons anu upwards, upon the production of the certificates of the directors 
of the said company in the said countries, that such vessels have been built there. 

XXX. The company will be allowed to grant special permits to vessels of our sub­
Jects to trade within the limits of their grant, unuer such conuitions as they will im­
pose, and such vessels, authorized by the said company afore~aiu, shall enjoy the same 
rights, privileges and exemptions as those of the company, as well for their victuals, 
goods and merchandizes conveyeu therein, as for those they will bring back. 

XXXI. We shall cause to be delivered to the company, from our powder maga­
zines, every year, during the time of the present privilege, forty thousallu pounds of 
gunpowder, to be paid at the cost price. 

XXXII. Our intention being to allow as many of our subjects as possible to parti­
cipate in the trade of the company, and in the advantages to. result therefrom, and in 
0(,1er that all classes of people may take an interest in it, according to their means, it 
i~ our wish that the funds of this company be diyi<leu into shares of five hundred lin'es 
each, the V:llue of which shall be paid by g'ov8rnment notes, bearing interClst from the 
fin,t day of the month of J anu:lry of the preSe!lt year, and when we shall have been 
informed, by the directors of the company, that a sufficient number of Elmres haye been 
taken, we will cause the books of the company to be closed. 
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"XIII The notes of the saiJ shares shall be payahle to bearer, .si~eJ by the 
XX.. d' db e (f the directur~; two dcscnptIons of notes 

cashier of the company an cxamme Y on I 

lihall be issued, note:; for onc share and notes for ten shares. 

in the proyinccs or in 
such endorsement 

XXXIV. Those who may desire to send any of the~e not~~ 
fun'ir'll countric~, may cl1l10rse them for greater SeClU"lty, \\ It 1 lOut 

can ~lake them liabk lor the same. 

XXXV. Aliens Illey acr]nire any !luml)er of shares they please, th~ugh they be .not 
'd' k' . 10m and we have and do hcreby declare such actIOns not subject res 1 ent III our mg' , . ." 

to the laws rclatill!'!; to the incapacities of aliens, and also n?t subject to cuui1,;catlOn III 
case of war or uth~rwi~c, it being our will that they do enJoy such sharcs as our "ub-

jects. 

XXXYI. AmI as the profit~ and losses in commercial unrlcrtakings are always Ull­

certain, and as the shares of thc said company CClJIIl()t be rc'g~lj"(led but as mer­
chandize, "\\T c ,<;iYe permission to all Olu' ~uhjects and also to aliens, whether th~y 
be formed into ::,,;uciations, or trading in their O¥ln name, to buy and sell the sald 

shares, as they will think proper. 

XXX"\'II. Every shareholder, haying in his pn~,ession fifty shares, shall have deli­
beratiYL) yote in the meL,tings of the company, and if he be thc owncr of one hundred 
share" he shall lJave two votes, anJ one aJditional vote for every additional futy 

shares. 

XXXYIII. The notes of the goverment, paid out for such shares as aforesaid, shall 
be converted into rent" at the rate of four per cent per annum, the interests upon 
which shall commence to run £i'om the first day of January of the present year, and 
shall he paid out of the revenues arising £i'om the control of notarial instruments, of 
our little seal, and of registrations, which we du hereby hypothecate and appropriate 
specially to the payment of such rents; and to this effect there shall be signed in our 
name, in favor of the said company, by commiHsioners of our council to be appointed 
to this effect, deeils or ubligations for sums of forty thousand livres of perpetual and 
hereditary renb, being equal to a capital of one million of lines, at the rate of four 
per cent per annum, upon the production of receipts to be de1i\'ered by the kcpper of 
our royal treasury in office, during the present year, who shall receive in payment, from 
the said company, one million of govenlment notes, anJ that to the amount of shares 
subscribed in tlw said company. 

XXXIX. The anears of such rents shall be paid as follows, to ,,-it: those of the 
~resent year, dUl-ing the last four months of the year, and those of the following years 
III folU' equal payments, to be made ewry three months, by the receiver of the revenue 
of the control of notarial instruments, of our little seal, and of registrations, to the 
cashier of the company, upon his H'ceipt attested by three of tlw directors, who shall 
furnish him with a true copy of these present-, and of their appointment for the first 
time only. 
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XL. The directors may employ, in the trade of the company, the anears due dur­
ing the present year upon the deeds and obligations to be signed, as aforesaid, in favor 
of the said company, but We do expressly forbid them to employ, in their said trade, 
any portion of the interest of the following years, nor to affect the same to any con­
tracts or engagements, it being our will that the stockholders be paid regularly the in­
terest of their shares, at the rate of four per cent per annum, from the first day of J a­
nuaryof next year, the first payment of such interest, for six months, to be made on 
the first day of July next, and 80 on every six months. 

XLI. Inasmuch as it is expedient that, as soon as these presents shall have been re­
gistered, some persons do take the management of this undertaking, for the arrange­
ment of the books and other preliminary details necessary to the formation of a new 
company, and which ought not to be delayed, We shall appoint, for the first time only, 
the directors of the said company, which said company, after the expiration of two 
years, shall choose and appoint, in a general meeting, three other directors, or continue 
the former ones in office for three years, if they think proper, and so on successively 
every three years, provided always that the said directors be chosen amongst our resi­
dent natural bom subjects. 

XLII. The directors will prepare, every year, about the end of the month of De­
cember, a general statement of the affairs of the company, and will call, by public no­
tice, a general meeting of all the members of the said company, in which meeting the 
dividends of profits of the said company shall be established and declared. 

XLIII. In consequence of the large number of stockholders composing the said 
company, vVe think it expedient, for the convenience of our subjects, to establish SUCll 

an order in the payment, as well of the interest as of the dividends, that each bearer 
of shares may know the day he must call at the office of the company to Le paid, vvith­
out being delayed and retarded; and to this effect, we do hereby ordain that the renti! 
of the said company, together with tho dividends of the profits made by the company, 
shall be paid according to the numbers on each of the said shares, beginning by the first 
number, it being expressly forbidden to the company to make any alteration to this or­
del'; and we do further ordain that the directors of the said company do puLlish at the 
door of their office and in the newspapers, the numbers to be paid in each ensuing 
week. 

XLIV. The shares of the company, together with the assets thereof and the salaries of 
the directors, officers and other persons in the employ of the said company, will not be 
subject to any attachment by seizure, under any pretext whatsoever, not even for our 
own dues, save and except that the creditors of any shareholder may seize and attach, 
in the hands of the cashier and book keeper of the company, what might appear to be 
due to any such shareholder, after a settlement of the accounts of the said company, 
by which settlement the creditors shall be bound to abide, without the directors being 
obliged to communicate to them the statement of the assets of the company, nor render 
them an accotmt, and without such creditors being permitted to constitute guardians to 
such asset~. every thing done to the contrary, we do hen·hy declare to be null and void. 



XLV. It is also our will that the notes ()f the govemment, billets d'etat, which shalJ 
11[' remitted to the keeper of our royal treasury, for the said company, be by them taken 
to the City-Hall, lIotd-de-rille, of our city Ill' Paris, there, in the presence of the sieur 
Bi=on, councillor of state, ex Premt uf Illt 'rL'h:lllt~, the sieur Trudaine, councillor of 

~ 

state, now Pre to! of merchants in office, of the sieurs de Serre, Ie Virloys, Harlan and 
Boucat, who have also signed the said ]jolt',. and in presence of the municipal officers 
of our said city of Paris, to be publicly burnt and destroyed, immediately after the ('x­

ecution of any contract or obligation, there having been previously made a proces-verbal 
containing the registers, numbers and sums of such notl'';, with entries in the ,'ait] re­
gisters for the discharge of such notcs, which said proces-verbal shall be signed by the 
said PIlEVOT of merchants and others named in the alJ('"c article. 

XL VI. The directors will name and flpp"int, by a majority of votes, all persons to 
be employed by the said company, masters and other oflicl'r,; til selTe on board of their 
Yl's'cl", military and judicial officers and utht'rs, to be cllll'luyn] within the limits of their 
grant, and shall have power to remove or tli,mis" such ofIicers when they will thinl~ 
proper, provided always that such appointments or removals be signed by at least three 
uf the directors, 

XL VII, The directors will not be rc":po"il,lc personally, nor shall their property 
ue made liuble, by reason of the affairs of the company. 

XL '~III. It will be their duty to gettle the accounts of the clerks and other persons 
in the employ of the company, either in Fr~mce or in the countries of their grant, as 
abo the accowlts of their "gellts, ",hidl said accounts shall be signed by at least tlu'ce 
of the directors. 

XLIX. There shall be kept regular set< of books, c~~'h book, book of the purcha­
~es and :;alcs" an<l,book ,of ill,voicl'.,; ,ud, books to be kept by double entry, as well by 
the gC'lle,ral dIrcctl,on III Pans, ~ by the' clerks, agents and officers of the comp~my in 
tho pro\'lnces and 111 the cO,untnes, of t:l~ i1' grant; the same to be attested and signed by 
the dll't'ctUl':l, ant! tl) ue relIed on In court;; ur ju.ticc, 

L, \\T(' do herel,), give and tral1.'Jcrto the c:,i,l company all the [-nt-:, magazines, 
hnu,C's, cannons, arms, powder, hri~;m,in('" j,oat.<, j)..-nJ'/II/'.\', and all other "lIu,L and 
u:en:;ils ~()w helt:ll~ing to us in the ',tiJ prrr,-il.c3 ofLoui,j:cua, tl) be placed in~he hands 
": the saId company upon .. ur onlen tl) be therein trull.illl:ttclI by our maritime coun­
cd. 

,LI. "\\T e do also he reb! give and transfer to the said company all ,"e55 .. 1.;, merchan­
dlzes a~ld flth!'l' e!:l~ct,; aSSIgned us by the sieur Crcze>t, as further 0T'pC':lr.; by the de­
Cl"c'C of our counCIl "f the 23d day of the PL'<llt month, lit' 'y)lcl',-'n~r nature the same 
may hi', an~ to what,c\-<>r sum they may amount, w1Cler the express condition that the 
comp:my \nIl send, l~l the countries ef it., ,,!l':mt', ~t 1 ,,:;,.t ~ix th"usand whites and three 
thousand Llac]t:', dW-!llg the period of ttl' pliv:ll" -seo ,~;:rJ.nt('<l to the said company. 

LIL 



tompany, if we are of opinion not to grant 8. continuation of the same, all the lands and 
islands the company shall have taken possession of, or caused to be inhabited, with 
all lucrative rights, dues, cens et rentes, which shall be due by the inhabitants, shall be" 
long to the said company for ever in full property, to be disposed of as they shall think 
fit, and we do hereby renounce now and for ever the right of taking fi:om them, under 
any pretext and for any cause whatever, the said lands and islands; provided the said 
company do not sell them to any other person but our subjects; and in relation to the 
forts, arms and munitions of war, they shall be transferred to us by the said company, 
on our paying them the value thereof, according to valuation. 

L III. Inasmuch as in the settlement of the countries granted to the said company 
by these presents, we have particularly in view the glorification of God, in procuring 
the salvation of indians, su,vages and negroes, whom we are desirous of bringing to the 
knowledge of the true religion, the said company shall be obliged to erect churches in 
its settlements and to maintain the required number of ecclesiastics, either as rectors 
or otherwise, for the preaching of the Holy Gospel, to perform divine service, and to 
administer the sacraments, under the authority of the bishop of Quebec, in whose dio­
cese the said colony shall remain as heretofore, and such rectors and other ecclesiastics, 
to be so maintained by the said company, will be named by the said bishop and .vill be 
under his control. 

LIV. The company may take for its arms an Escutcheon, field green with the ex· 
tremity ondee d'argent, upon which will be laid a river au naturel, resting upon a cor· 
nucopia, ecu ckif d'azur, sprinkled withjleurs de lys or, supported d'line face et demie 
or, having two indians as supports and a crown triflee, which we do herehy grant to tlle 
said company, to be used as their seal, authorizing the said company to afli." the same 
upon their buildings, vessels, canncns, and wherever else they will think proper. 

L v. We do hereby authorize the said company to make the necessary rules and 
regulations for the management and direction of their affairs and their trade, as well 
in Europe as in the countries of their grants, which rules and regulations we shall con­
firm by letters patent, so that the associates in the said company may be obliged to ob· 
serve the same according to their tenor and effect. 

L VI. Inasmuch as our intention is not that the protection which we do hereby 
grant and promise to the said company, be prpjudicial to any of our other colonies, 
which it is our intention equally to protect, vVe do hereby forbid the said company to 
send over, under any pretext whatever, in the said province of Louisiana, any of the 
inhabitants of our said colonies, unless they obtain a written permission to that effect 
from our governors general in the said colonies, attested by our intendants or commis­
sioners; and We do hereby require our trusty and well beloyed councillors, members 
of our parliament, board of accounts, and caul' des aides, at Paris, to cause these pre­
sents to be read, published anel registered, and their contents to be kept and observed 
according to their tenor and effect. All edicts, declarations, regulations, decrees and 
other things to the contrary notwithst<lllding, to which we have and do hereby derogate; 
and we do hereby will and ordain that iUGh faith be iiYcn to copies uf these presellt~ 



40 

compared with the ol~ginal by our Irll,ty and wen Lclnw'c1 cOl~ncilIol's and ~ecrctarie8; 
, , t th ~"";nall'tsel1' 1'or such ;3 our plea''llre; and 1Il order to g1Ve authen. as IS gIven 0 e 01'0' 1, II • 

ticity to these presents, we have caused our seal to be hereunto affixed. 

Made at Pari~, in the month of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventeen, and of our reign the second. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And further down, by order of the King, 

LE DUC D'ORLEANS, 

Regent, present. 

PHILLIPPEA UX. 

r/SI1 D'AGUESSEAF, Examined in the council Villeroy, and sealed with the great 
Beal, &c., then is wl~tten :-

Registered, at the re'1uest of the king's attorney general, to be executed according 
to it:; tenor and effect, without neH'rtheless that the statutes and regulations to be here­
after made ]'y the said CUll/prlgllil' d' OCCi(/('lIt, ''-vVestern Company," may be put in-exe­
cution, unless they shall have been confiImed by the king's letters patent, duly rc',srjster­
ea, and true copies of these presents have been sent to the Baill,ages and 8cneclwu8sees 
within this jurisdiction, to be there read, published and registered; the deputies of the 
attorney general are required to canoe this to be done, and to report the same to the 
court, within one month, at PUl~S in parliament, the sixth day of September, one thou­
sand seven hundred and seventeen. 

(Signed) GILBERT. 

And further down :-Comparell upon the original by us councillors anll secretaI~es 
of the king, house and cruwn of France. [:'-'i;ncd.] 

[Orll. of 1705 to 1707, Xo. 1, Folio 56.] 

Ordinance which limiis tlte resen:e (!flire-?coorl, ?cltic1, tlte seigniors hal'(' stipulated in their 

concessIon,y, to tlte IlIl,abitants if tlw island if ilIont ,·cal. 

J.H'Ql'ES R .. I {'DOT, &c. 

The inhabitants of the island of l\Iontreal having made known to us that in their 
(leedg of concession, there is a clause by which the seigniors of said island have the 
right to take all the wooll they want upon conceded land" which clause, not beinO' 
well understood, might ju,tify the ~t'is-nior" in taking, upon each lot concelled such: 
quantity of ,,:ood, that .it ~ligh~ at once ruin the whole of thE; said inhabitants; by 
r('a~lIll of whIch the sUlll mhabaants havi.ng re'1uestcd us to summon the sieur Caiche 
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o appear before tis, that he might explain this clause, and to know from him, if the 
ntention of the seigniors is to take upon each habitation all the wood and timber 
hey may want, either for fuel or for carpenter's work, fences and other works, and 
he said Caiche, having appeared before us, has alleged and stated that in truth the 
ntention of the seigniors was, inasmuch as by reason of the grant which had been 
LSked of them, they could not preserve for themselves a sufficient quantity of wood 
or fuel, to take the same upon the lands of the inhabitants when they should have 
lOne elsewhere, but that until now, the inhabitants have no reason to complain, the 
eigniors not having as yet made use of their right; that nevertheless, the said seig­
liars being willing to treat the said inhabitants favorably, and in order to do away 
'lith their anxieties in that respect and the inconvenience it might subject them to 
lereafter, he, in the name of the said seigniors, consented to limit the ric;ht of ta" 
,ing fire wood to one arpent upan each land of sixty arpents, and so in proportion, 
lpon the others, which firewood they will take upon the arpent nearest the clearings of 
he inhabitants where the wood shall not have been cut down, reserving to themselvef3 
he right of taking the other timber necessary for the erectiun of the buildings and de­
lendencies of the seigniory, and for all other public buildings, which has been agreed 
o by the sald inhabitants; we do hereby ordain, conformably to the offers of the said 
eigniors, and to the acceptatian of the said inhabitants, that in respect to the fire wood, 
.he said seigniors of Montreal shall only take it upon one arpent in each concession 
'If sixty arpents, and so in proportion in the others, which said fire wooel they will 
;ake on the arpent nearest the clearings of the inhabitants where the wood shall not 
lave been cut down, of which fire wood, the said seigniors will Llispo~e [I" they think 
Jroper, by means whereof the said seigniors are deprived of the rigllt to which they 
.aid claim, of taking all the fire wood they might want in the said concessions, rescr~ 

,ing to them, however, the right of taking upon the said lands all the tilllbe'r nece,;oa­
'y for their own buildings and for public buildings. 

Made in our residence, at Montreal, the 2d July 1706. 

(Signed) R.\UDOT. 

[Onlinancc' of 1708, No.2, Folio 13.[ 

fudgment rendered by Mr. RawMt, i;n '!"Clatinn to tlte right if s7wntill/J (I)ld jisll.ill/{ in 
t7w seigni01"'Y if Beaupre. 

fACQUES RA:uDOT, &c. 

The Reverend Gentlemeri of the Seminary of this city, seigniors of the Cote de 
rJealll'rtS, having informed us that they obtained, in the month of July 1689, from Mr. 
Ie Lotbiniere, acting for Mr. de Chanipigny, intendant of this country, an ordinance 
aunded UPOI} another, rendered by Mr. Duchesneau, dated 21st day of October 1677, 
:ontaining a prohibition to all the inhabitants of this country to enter, for the purpose 

F 
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Qf shooting and fishing, upon the lanJg of the seigniory of Beaupre, under a penalty 
of one hundred lines, and under pain "f confiscation of their arms, which ordinance 
remained 1lI11'X'Tutcll until this day. for want of publication, and of the ~aid Re­
verend Gentlemen of tIl<' ~"IlIill;lry prayill~ for a renewal of the said prohibitions 
under the same pcnaltic~, we, having taken the matter into our consideration, consi­
den,a the petitiull of :' It'. Tl'emLlay, a('tillg for and on Lehalf of the Seminary, in 
which a rd"!'l'IJ<'" i, mnde to tho ordinallce of l\Ir. Duchesneau, dated the 2bt day of 
October Iv ii, to the ordinance ,,1' lIt!'. de LotLiniere, at the bottom of the petition of 
t],e :;,1 ,j;;v of JllI, IG"~). the g-rant made to the :-;,'rninarv aforesaid by l\lessr,.,. Denou­
ville ~111II'de Ch;ll;JIJ!C,y]IY'~'(lyC~'m()!' and intend,mt of this province, of the hC<1ches in 
front of tlw said ;<ei<';Jliory of Beaupre and other lands in their possession, dated the 
2lt:l ,by ui' lit-to])('!' Ilj:'7. aat! tIl(' confi!11wtion of His l\l::jcsty, dated the 1st day of 
March 1%3, rr'.~i"(l'l'll in the office of this conncil the 2:-:th day of February,-We 
do hereby prol,ibit and forbid any pcnwn of whaten:r quality and condition, to shoot 
and fi~h upon the beache~, flatd ~lHl islands in front of the said seigniory of Deau­
pre, and cd,,, UpOIl the bnds within its limit .. .:, without leave from the seigniors, under 
the p"llalty of crill' humh'ed linT', anel uncleI' pain of confiscation of the arms of per­
sons found shooting or fi,;hing upon the said lands as aforesaid; and these presents 
~hall be read and 1'1lbli"hl'd in tIl<' parishes of the said f'C'igniruy, at the church door, 
on the filA sunday or holyday hereafter, after divine service, so that no person may be 
ignorant of tl1f'~C prcscllt.,. 

Made at Qupber, at our residence, the 16th March 1708. 

(Signed) RAUDOT_ 

IOrdinance of 1708, K o. 2, Folio 92. J 

OrdiJw7Ice to authorize ftlr. de Be-riltier to rc-unite fhe land.:; if his inhabitants to hi:r 
Domain. 

JACQUB8 BAl'DOT, &c. 

Seeing our ordinance of the 27th January 17C7, ordering the inhabitants who have 
taken (,lllll'c,;:,inn.< in the parish of Berthier, within a year and a day from the date of 
publication of our said ordinance, to reside upon the lands granted them, lenir feu et 
lieu. and-c:ti,"'y all the other conditions of their said conCLS"ifJIlS, in default of ~vhich 
it '~-1ll be adjuged upon the demand of the said seignior, of the 28th August last, that 
th~lr land.s be re-united to his domail!, and Martin Casaubon, acting for Mr. de Ber­
thIer, haVIng made known to us that Lagrandeur, Safa, Lavigne, Du Tremble und Cha­
ron, inhabitants of the said seigniory, have failed to comply ,vith the foaid ordinance, 
and praying that their lands be re-ul1ited to the domain of the said seigniory ;-IT' 
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~on3ideration thereof, We do hereby re-unite to the domain of the Baid seigniory of 
Berthier, the lands of the above named inhabitants, and grant leave to Mr. de Berthier 
to dispose of the same as he shall think fit. 

Made at Q,uebec, in our residence, the 31st October 1708. 

(Signed) RAUDOT 

[Ordinance of 1710, No.4, Folio 117'J 

Ordinance maintaining illr. 111ic1tel Perrot in the property and possession q/ a laltd gi­
ven to him in exchange by lVlr. La Rose, and order;lIg 111,-. de Becancourt to grant 
to ltim a deed if concession if tJl,e said land. 

ANTOINE DENIS RAUDOT, &c. 

Having seen and examined the ordinance rendered, after contestation, by Mr, Jac­
ques Raudot, our father, the 15th Juno 1708, between Michel Perrot, a:, representing 
Louis Chedevergne dit La Rose and Mr. de Becancourt, by which tIw said Perrot has 
been maintained in the property and possession of th3 land he had received in ex­
change from the said La Rose, and this according to the proces-I'crl)(d of a ourvey, 
mad" by Michel Lefevre the 22d February 1703, reserving one al1)ent and one eighth 
of an a1'pent, granted to the indians of the mi..,oion of Becancourt, for the erection of 
their fort, and fiJI' which the said Mr. de Becancourt was ordered to give him a dend of 
concession, according to promise made by him to that effect, the 9th Septcmhor 1700, 
and the metes fixed by the said proces-verbal, and also conformRbly to the other clau­
ses and conditions mentioned in the said proces-u:rbal and the ,j"c,ls of concession 
given t() the other inhabitants, and that within fifteen days of the notification of the 
:said ordinance, in default whereof the said ordinance ~hould operate as a yalid title of 
concession to the said Penot, and by which ordinance Nicholas Penot, captain, was 
required to give communication thereof to Mr. de Becancourt, and to certify the same 
at the bottom of tho said ordinance; having also seen and examinod the ce;',ificate of 
the said Nicholas Penot, dated the 20th June 1708, tugether with the documents 
mentioned ill the said ordinance, placed in our hands by the said Michel Perrot, toge­
ther with memoirs explanatory of his pretensions; having moreover seen another or­
dinance of Mr. Jacques Raudot aforesaid, our father, dated the 22d February 1709, 
by which it has been ordained that the parties should be more amply heard upon 
their respective contestations, before him or before us, when on our way to Montreal 
we should pass by Three-Rivers, and by which ordinance, by provision and without 
prejudice to the rights of the partie", upon the merits of their pretensions, permission 
has been t,riven to Mr. Becancourt and to the indians of the mission of father Ralle. 
to sow the lot of land in question, and the said La Rose has been fi,rbidc1en to disturb 
them; also the other documents ;pluccd ill our hands by tlw said lVIr. de Becancourt, 
to wit: three deedl:! of concession to Claude David, Vincent Verdon:and de Cado 
dit Poitevin, dated 4th December 1678, 28th July 1682, and 2d April 1683; a certi 
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Ifi~ate of .Kidwb., Perrut uf the Gtlt F..I,rll:lry 1709, the certificate of the notifieation 
d' the :;aid La RosE', dated the 11th .:\hrch 1',09; a plan of the land in cOIlte~tation 
by 1\1r. Je J3ecullcnw't, :l1lll a memoir of the same upon the case adressed to Mr. Jac' 
ques ({;lllIlII', om fdther, dated the 24,th March 1710 ;-Upo~ th~ whole having matu­
rely ,h·jil"· .. :lt.·r1, anJ inasmuch as when \H' were about to aJJudIcate upon the matter 
at Thrp,.-Rinrs, I)il om' return from i\Ientn';ll, the :;<lid ill1'. de Becancourt requested 
uo Yt'rh~lly In suspenJ unrjmlgmellt until his retW'lI hom a voyage he was abou~ to 
make, tl) yj,j I t],e highways in hi" (Iuality of roaJ in~pector, grand /'OyCT, after whIch 
inlllW,ii,I'I·I,: on hi, retmn, he woulJ come Jown to this city "nth tlw said Perrot, his 
ady"\",, 1',111,Y, and being infurmeJ that he has retwneJ fi'om his voyage upward8 of 
fifteen .1:1\,." anJ has lll',!:(lectl',l to come to this city as he haa promised, although the 
said ~ir:ll'ul"'; J\'ITot, who iN here sillce {(mr days, has certified unto him that he had 
nntitil',l him til ('IIJllP ,j'Jwn with llim ;-vVe, without any reference to the last provi­
sional nrdill:'III'C J'I'lJil,,!'t,d by dcfault by lVI1'. Jacilues Raudot, intenJant, om father, 
the :2'?rl February 1709, dl) hen·l 'Y orJain that the ordinance rendered, after contesta· 
tio1J, by the ~ai,Il\i1'. Jacques Raudot, the 15th June 1708, be executed according to 
its tenor and {·nc'er; and in conformity with this ordinance, we do hereby maintain the 
said Michel Pcrrot in the property and enjoyment of the land he has received in ex­
{'hange fmm the said La HI"", and tllis according to the proces-verbal of survey of 
Michel Lc!;'\l(: of tho '?2d February Ii O:}, with the exception of one arpent and one 
eighth of an arpent given to the: illlliClIJ.' of the mission of Becancourt, for the erection 
of their fort; and we fiJrthcr orcbin and ~'Il.i'Jill the said l\I1'. de J3ecancomt to execute 
in his i':'V'IUl' a deed of concession, according to the promise of concession made 
thO":rr,,,f, the metes fixed by thesaidl'J'{J(,tS-l'l'rlJ(!l of survey, and the clauses and con­
di~iOIlS of the deeds of CUllcl's"iun he has given to the other inhabitants, and this with. 
in fifteen days of this ordinance, and in default thereof, this ordinance to operate as 
a valid title of concc:;:;i'lll in favour of the said Michel Perrot; we do hereby order 
the said Nicholas Perrot, captain, to gin, communication of this ordinance to Mr. de 
Becancourt, and to certify the same at bottom thereof; and inasmuch as the said pro­
perty has been cnj',yr"l by the indians, we do hereby order that the parties be put out 
of court in relatiun to the claim of interest and damages, and restitution of revenue 
made hy tl]l' said Perrot; and we further declare and ordain that, in case the said in. 
dians should havc sl)wed the land in question this year, they shall reap the produce 
thereof, forbidding them and l'Ir. de Becancourt, for the future, to distmb and molest 
the said Perrot in the property, possession and enjoyment of the said land, on pain of 
damages interest and costs. 

:Made at Quebec, at om residence, the 24th August 1710, 

(Signed) RAUDOT, 
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[Ordinance of 1711, No.5, Folio 9.] 

Ordinancc orderillg tlte widow Toupin to take the necessary steps upon the departure 11 
tlte vesscls, to obtain tile ratification if a cQ1U;ession made to ller . 

.JACQUES RAUDOT, &c. 

Upon the representations made to us by Marilil M8deleine Mezeret, widow of the 
late Jean Toupin, that a concession of half a league in front by two leagues in depth, 
to begin behind the seigniory of Belair, granted to her by the Marquis of Vaudreuil 
and by U8, on the 20th January 1706, which said conces,ion she has neglected to have 
ratified, in consequence of the representation of Mde. Dauteuil, who stated to her that 
the lands mentioned in the said grant had already been conceded to her, without exhi­
biting, however, any title of concession; and that during that year, the said dame 
Dauteuil had gone over to France, and the said dame widow Toupin, expecting her re­
turn every year, has taken no steps to have the said lands established, although a num­
ber of inhabitants have demanded the same, and as it would be unreasonable that the 
said dame Dauteuil, by her absence, should expose the said widow Toupin to lose her 
rights, if any she has by virtue of our concession, and inasmuch as it is the intention 
of His Majesty that lands shall be established, the said widow Toupin demands from us 
that we shall be pleased to grant her permission to concede lands to the inhabitants 
who demand the same, upon the same conditions lands are conceded in the seigniory of 
Belair, with promise to surrender the said concessions in the hands of the said dame 
Dauteuil, if she has obtained a previous grant of the said lands, provided nevertheless, 
that she will not be bound to the restitution to the said dame Dauteuil of the rents she 
shall have received from the inhabitants, who will be obliged to pay her the said rents, 
until she surrenders the same to the said dame Dauteuil ;-In consideration whereof, 
seeing the said concession of the 20th January 1706, and inasmuch as the intention of 
His Majesty is that lands be immediately established, we do hereby ordain that the 
said widow Toupin will be prepared, at the departure of the first vesseb, to apply to 
the king for a ratification of the grant in question, without prejudice, however, to the 
rights of the said dame Danteuil; we do hereby grant her permission to concede the 
lands within the said half league in front by two leagues in depth Leh'ind the said sei­
gnioryof BAlair, to the inhabitants who shall demand the same, upon the same condi­
tions as lands are conceded to inhabitants already established in the said seigniory, 
granting to her all the rents that shall be due by the said inhabitants, until the day that 
the said dame Dauteuil shall establish that she has obtained a previous grant. 

Made at Q,uebec, the 8th March 1711. 
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[Onlinances of 1713 to 1730, Xo. 6, Fuliu Fl,] 

OI,di//(I/iI'l' 'i'C-IIII/tiNg 10 tIle dOIl/(I;"1/ (if tl~c S;CII/, TJ"l?ilM,:!/ ~iJ: aJ"jJC:lfs (iflan~ outf!! 
, I '(' 7", ··7 . )'I··/Iff' tlte S{lIrZ J OlliS ('(/1I11Iel' ttC(lr(', l'o\"Sf'\s('rl b!J s;elft .JOlllS _,(1/1,1,'-1 tllU OJI, I;::, ..J.> 

to {Ide (1 ii:I:' (il' t!lf'otller si,e 1"1'111/.1', ({.' ;711' /'1/1'., (if tl('(,d,1f sols III,'d o;zc ('UjlUII, or 

iJlst,'(((i ':f tl,;' ('(Ii//)JI, 1/I'll/,','1 solsfor ('(Ic!& (lJ~","1 iflji'ollt b!/ 40 in ,7('1'1/1. 

On tIl<' pC'l;~i"ll (if f'it'1T" Tr:'mhhly, Pl'C"'lltcd 10 us, stating ~hat he has a('~uired 
fronl ( '!'~Ir1C'''' anJ Pierre Ltt '.-:~'~nl, brutia-r,,,,;, a ;-'l'ig)l~dry ,-1: iIi tc ~It }..1 )()ldclllL'IJt:-::, of three 

]L'''~'il~'' iI' Ji',,;Ji l,,v tl\'O It".I,C;'lc~ in depth or tJ','i'c'aL .. ",,', upon wl,ich ~(.j:=,Liory d,c said 
LI~",~a1"~:; 11(1.\(-' ~T:t}ILL·d til LOti;"; (~:~l11ti\'~' B CtI'l('l'..;,'.iIJn r.f tv;('1Y(~ arpents in fi'ont, by 
a ·,\I·jU, II l,)(:'nj,e Il,,;t the ~ai,l Loui:; l;;'ltlti,.'l' pretC')J<1, to have, who, \yitl,iIl the 
L"t "'\Tll 1',':11',-; that he i:·; {",,:'L,ji")lCd il]'''11 th,: c,,;"" ',i[)u, hd,-; olliy .'ut down the 
Ifl'C,' upon {hree or four arp<CI't,; ill ~nl'erfii'il'" E1t'l'G or It"",:, and ndli\',ltul t)w "lime 

wilh thl' hu,' (a 1(1 '(J/ocIJ,); iU:.!-lllllCll ~.> ti],' ,-;0i,1 "<'Hcel ,i';)1 canDot be put in ""]11'.', by 
tLc .~;'id L(,n~.:: (; Inti ... ,~~, i.~:j(_; r~'ll!e,j con::;id'2:::~dJ1r.' injul"{ to the :::., id 'rrcfnhlny. \\,110 

htlr.Ji,jv l'r.·y: t;, t \I'C \\ill be 1'll'c::·,c .. 1 tn rtcU'1i!r' cO hi,; l'Jli':,ilJ, "ix ;,; 1.,,':'t,; out of the 
tlh']ve C:1'P"nt- "(J';; jlr""-",;,,-,,ll))' tl,l' ,;,id ]2{)ui:; l::l'llt.i:.I', and lhc;t 1](..1 be (,J,Jic!,c,l to 
take a title from tile ~aid Tremblay, 111";' r the, ";,,liti(;11 of jJilyil',c; him every year, on 
the Jay "1 .. 11: ,-1;\,,1 "j' :->1, I~('l"\', t\\' ,;1' sols ~;"l tlllt' c:'J~ 'JJ, "I' twcnty 801s, at the 
ch"j,".' or tIll' ",iJ Tn.],)],j",\" for (':"h a;'l~')lt ;11 hUllL 1,)' [";'ly in :kl',h, and one sol of 
cel;S fur the, it, a1l'CJlI' in frnI.t ;-lu c";,,i,ll'ration \\':J( rC{jr~ we: hc'.ye rC-l111il ctl and do 
h(,,., .. i ':' rO-llllite to tllC uomain l)J'tl,,~ ",i,l 'l'l"'w]):" y, ;;ix ~"l'l'L'l1t.' of land ill fi·oI.t, (}Hi "f 
twdYl' 01 il('ll~' lJi' which the ":'1'~ Luui-; G2tl!tier )1'[3 \.:kLll ;;)j"",(,i~ioll, lllll: \',L' ordain 
that t\c saiJ ('ullCl'",ir.'lI be lim;t·tl to ,ix <11'1 ,(') ,(-: in front by furty all)ents in ([cpth, 
UpO:1 ('t:IH'tit;"jl t!J:;! tk' ,":~iJ (3.lulti.::r ,,1.;:11 ta,ke iiom the said Tn',ll:,];I)' a '[("'ll of con­
c{'~"i()ll, at the 1"Itc ,,1' t\'~, 'l~t.Y ,"()1, and one capun, or t 1'.'( '1.1 Y s07s, at the u l't i"n uf tllc ~aid 
TrLll1bluy, for "Ile arpent,il front ]'y i;.',ty It:l'''llt.i in ,]"1."1" antI "w; ~ols de CI'NS {()r the 
sail! ~i:~ "i'l'(':'~" in fiul:T, 1,cJ'"lJle 11],"'1 the f(:,tinll of ~;[. iLcm}" ill each year, UpOll con­
dition ahu t~lat the s,,:J GJllltir, s:.ulll~',:ide upon t],C ~:l;d land, and shall preserve the 
oak and pine timber thereon, fit for m:.!,l.:) and the buildir.g of Y''''''t.'b. 

Done at Quebec, the eighteenth of April 1 'i,}:} , 

(Signed) 

[Ordinances from 1713 to 1,'20, Xo, 6: Folio 67.] 

nEGO~, 

Orr/if/,It"" HjNtili!}" (li/ol/,rr (/i.r1;,,({/ '(' 0/ JI" D",c7l1l1i1C,uiJlt, (Judwlliclt orders that tlu 
deed 0/ ('Uf/(C.Is/un 0/ the commo" rif La Prairie de la llIa!{dl}laillc slwll be granted 
accord/JIg to ,its tenDr alld ~Jl('ct, .ye. ~·c. 

MICHEL BEGaN, 

Considering the petition pre,;entd to us by Jean Baptiste Hervieux and Franc;oia 
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IJe Bert, inhabitants of La Prairie de la Magdeleine, setting forth that the reverend 
Fathers of the company of Jesus, seigniors of the said place, by contract of the nine­
teenth day of MfiY, one thou.sand six hundred and ninety-four, had conceded to their 
tenants a common, to be by them and their heirs and aSoigns enjoyed for ever, subject to 
the charges, CbU~(,l and conditions therein stated, by which said deed it is expressly 
covenanted that it shall be lawful for t1B said reverend Fathers, the Jesuits, and all 
the said tenants, to take in thB said common timber for making boards, deals and other 
wood which may be needful to them for building, and in the event of any wood being 
taken by them or by others to be sold, the wood ,,0 taken shall be paid at the rate of 
twenty 8018 by each tree that will be cut down, the proceeds to be used for the advan­
tage of the said comn:wn, and accounted for annually, and that upon the faith of these 
conditions the said Hervieux and I.e Bert, to follow up the instructions of His Ma­
jesty and to contribute to the public good, have caused a saw mill to be constructed 
upon their lands, in the hope of enjoying the privilcgcsmentioned in the said deed, 
which said mill cost them consideralole Sl!ms; nevertheless, the inhabitants of the said 
place, in small numbers assembled, and moved by en,,"] and jealousy and acting, so to 
say, furtively, have by surprise ohl",;necl from ~he reverend Father Vaillant, the' agent 
of the said J esuiw, and fmm the lieutenant-general of the royal j ~l,'; ,diction of this 
town, an ordinance datec1 the nineteenth day of January la'ot, by which upon their 
mere statement and without the principal inhahitants hewing been heard, and ·w:thout 
any reason whatever, the said lieutenant-general declared null and voiLl the said article 
of the said contract, forlJiilJing the sa.id HCP.ien'; and I.e Belt from cuttin:; and carrying 
away any wood, upon pain of' conliscation and other greater pelnltieo, withotlt taking 
into consideration the injm'y done to the 8aid Hel yietls and I.e Bert, who wGnt into 
the undmtaking upon the solicitation of t;,e said inhabitants, <11>(1 particuhrly or the 
said Father Vaillant, who for the purpo,;e of giving the undertJ.kiu<;· increased facili­
ties and ensuring its success; gave tl18m a permission to take timllcr tl~)on the lands of 
the said seigniory, dated the twelfth of December, one thom,mcl seycn hUl1drecl and 
twelve, and without considering abe, that it is not lawiltl [0 annul a celltr2.ct without a 
general meoting and deliberation of all the parties inte>'ested; the saiJ IIe,'yiem;: and 
Le Bert praying that, seeing the deed of cCllcession c~' the nineteenth of May, one 
thousand six hundred and ninety-four, and without regard to the ordinance of the 
nineteenth of J ammry last, it may be ordered that the said Hervieux and Le Bert 
shall be kept in the privileges to them granted under the contract, and to f0rbid ;111 
persons from troubling them in any mrml1ccr whaUoccycr, inasmuc~, as it ia the inten­
tion of Hi:; Majesty to establish manufactures for the gOGd Gf trade in the colonies, 
our order at foot of tho said petition, dated the twenty-seventh of l'iiarch last, shall 
be communicated to the parties interested in order that tiley mdY appear before us, 
upon our an'ival ilt Montreal, the said petition and order selTed at the imtance of the 
said Hervicux and Le Bert to J aCl1ues Deno Detaine', an inbabitant of tbe said seig­
niory of the Pr~irie de la. Magdelaine, as well for himself as for the other inhabitants 
of the said place, by Le P0.i;Jeur, a bailiff of the superior council, dated the seven­
teenth of this month, wiLh notice to appear before us on the said day to answer the 
complaint of the s:lid Hervieux and Le Bert, Piene Gagne, captain of militia in the 
laid seigniory, and part of the inhabitants haying appeared before us this day, the 
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'i, ' hId the s~I"1 Hervicux. and Le Bert, who have prayed that the can'" lUlU parties can, an " , .. . • 

I , f 1 ' II et'ltl'lln be ,Tj';]llkd and incidentally have requested that the RaId c USlOns 0 t Ie ,ai' ) .. " ' , ", , 
, h b' b' It,d [I'om "ilstl'uctinO' the ~milll nH'l' wInch feeds their mill In a Ita11t8 may e plevCl ~ , ", ' 
with water, lly trel'~ which are daily cut do\\ n Without ,llemg hau~ed up by them, 

h ' h th lamaO'(" on penalty of fifty /cer(,s, wInch they claim from such of W le cnu:-;e:-; em L 0:-" .' 

the inhabitants as will so cut down tn'l''; in the said river, Without cnttIllg them up 
UlIlI upon the verbal demand of the ,;aid inhabitant-;, tlHl~ the said Hervi~ux ~nd Le 
Bert will 1 ... bound to ~DW the timber which thcy wIll carry to thClr ntlll, the 
Raid H"nieux amI Le TIl'rt, COllsellt to saw the said timber, in so far as the mill will 
all<l\\', upon cnnditioll th:1t the inhabitant; will ,~rin~ them nn~ half of the hoa:ds a~ddeals 
which \I'ill he cut, togethel' with the ,Iahs, as is practised III other ,mills III t~IS coun­
try. upon condition, lle\'ertlH'k~". that the sHid inhabitants shall g,ve the smd Her­
yieux and L" B, 'I't, ill all the month of N O\'ember of cal'h year, a statement of the 
timbl'r, th(' fi<lwim; of which they \\'iIl 1'C,)uire, in order that they may act accordingly 
upon ,ld'lult whereof, and the said lH'ri'Jd clap,sl'll, the saill Hervieux and Le Bert 
will be pcrmitt",l to cut t}l!' timber n"",'s,sary to furni~h their said mill; further that 
permissioll wil} be ,~rallted them to saw about seH'1I hundred logs, which are now at 
the saw mill, befin'e the timber which the ",id inhabitants may send thereto ;-Seeing 
the said del'd of (,OIH'l'"ion of the nineteenth of I1Iay, one thousand bix. hundred ana 
ninety-four, the paper siglll'd by the said Father Vaillant, a,lted the twelfth of Decem­
ber, one thousand seH'll hllllllre,l and tIVely<" the ordinance of the said lieutenant-ge­
neralof tPe nineteenth Jillj'1;Il'Y Lt.'t. published the twenty-first of the said month, tho' 
petition of the said Hervieux and Le Bert, and the written answer furnished by the 
said inhabitants to the said petition, tug-ether with the plan of the said common, with­
out regard to the ordinance of the said D",Khambault, of the nineteenth of January 
last, we hereby order that the said deetl of concession of the said common, of the nine­
teenth of I1Iay. uDl' thousal1l1 six hundred and ninety-four, shall be executed according 
to its tenor and effect, forbicllling the said inhabitants from obstructing the river which 
feeds the mill of the said Hervieux and Le Bert with water, by the trees daily cut 
clown by the said inhabitants, without cutting them up, upon pain against contrave­
ning parties of a fine of ten li~'re8, payable to the said parish of La Prairie de la Magde-' 
laine, and upon the verbal requrst made hy the said inhnbitants that the said Hervieux 
nnd Le Bert shall saw the timber which shall be taken to the said mill, it is ordered 
that the said Hcn-ieux and Le Bert :,hall be held to saw the timber which shall be car­
ried to the said mill by the said inhabitants, in so fer as the mill allows, the said inha­
bitants gi,-ing therefor one half of the s'lid boan13 and all the slabs as is practised in 
other mills in this country. we aLn on1<:r that the sail1 inhabitants shall notify the said 
Hervieux amI Le Bert (,f th, qnantity of timber they will require to be sawed, in order 
that they may act accordingly, and not cause tl) I.e cut as large a quantity of timber as 
usual for the purpose, of the saw mill, which declaration the said inhabitants ~hall be' 
bound to make to the said Hervieux and Le Bert in the month of November of each 
year, in default of which, after the lap,-le of tile said pel-iod, the said Hervieux and Le' 
~~rt shall have the right of ('uttin~· the timber re'iuired for the said mill, and of sawing 
It. m preference to that of the said inhabitants; leave is further granted the said Her­
'I'1eux and Le Bert to saw 'L'\,Cll hundred l)iere~ of timber now at their said mill, be-
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f"l'O they saw for the saiJ inhabitants; anJ upon the l'eprc3L'lltation of the said He 
vieux and Le Bert, that some of the inhabitants frequently, without any great neces~ 
sity, cut down the timber of the said common anJ allow it to rot npon the spot, for 
the purpose of depriving the said Hervieux and Le Bert of the same for the use of the 
said saw mill; we have also ordered that the said inhabitants shall abstain from cut­
ting down any timber in the said common, which is Hot irrimediately carried of, either 
for the purpose of making boards or for their U'C', on pain of a nne of ten lhrcs 

against those who shall permit timber to rot upon the spot after cutting it down, paya" 
ble to the said parish; these presents shall be read anJ published after divine senice 
in the said parish, in orJel' tlmt no body l'Larl ignorance of the premises. So order 
cJ&c. 

Dune at :\Iontreal, the twentieth of ilIJY, one thousand sevell hunJred and fourtemi; 

(Si;-I1L~,I) BEGON. 

lOrdinances from 1713 to 17:::0, ~\ lI. G, Folio 70,J 

Urdll/III/I'r; b!J wJliel, tlte illlwbi!anfs q/ EOIlc1l11rd L,1!1!uls Ilrc ,lispcl1sl'Ilfrom tlte necessity 
Iff ,~'i rill,,:!, flil·ir COl"l'/c labor upon ('(IlIscm! i 1'1: dllljS, aJld prociding tlwl sucl~ labar 

sltall be gin'lt at dijFrcnt and (It separate periods, a8 7oth';'l setforth; 

l\iIlaiEL BEGaN, &c; 

C'oll-i,lering the petition presenteJ to us by l\iichcl L:!likn0, J call Gautier and 
Piene (','z:n',i .lit La C:mluldLu, inhabitant, uf the ~ci~niory of J30uchard I,;lund~, 
1)('1()l'~111,~' to the t,ieur De:ju1'cly, acLin,,:\' as well for tl!,'m,,<,I\'U'\ as £;,1' the other inhabi~ 
1 <Lilt, <If the sai,l seigninry, setting f;)]th t.hat, althol',,'C;h the hIll", ,,,hich Uley possess iIi 
the ~ai,l scigniory haye been granted to them, suhject 11) tlw p:lylllent of rellts and 
other seiglliorialllues, such "s other seigniors in tlJi; l'ounl r," c:x.uct ti'um their ((',nant" 
nevertheless the ,:l i ,l sieur Dljonly compels them lu giye 11im daily {'o)'u:e labor, in 
pn'l'ul'tion to the L":tCllt of land posse'~",l by each u( theu, anJ that such carmie la­
bUl' is exacted fi'om them ,luring the sea",ll i, 'i' o')wi;]g, and prayin'i that we may dis­
dl3>rge them fi'om the 'llid {'.}n',~e labor, unle", ~he stiid D'~iol'lly ';,ill p1'cf,?r granting 
a common for the purpose of grazing their cattle, ,,-hich y, auld not be prejudicial to 
the wi,l Dej,','lY, his scigniory being (,,,f:']l,-,ivo, and seeing our order appended to the 
s"id pdit;uH, d:ctec1 the t\I'cll~y-tllil'll of May la,,(, rC'lu;rill,~' the p[lrlies to appeal' he~ 
fore ll~ this '~:I.v, touchiu,Q; the saia petition, \dlich ~ll:d partie:; haying c1r'1,oarL'd, the 
said :,il,ur D.:illn1y statL,a that the s,ljd inhabit;:mLs h~cl no right to cluim exemption 
ii', Illl COfN:C lethol" in hi" favor, inaslllllch as by their deeds of cUllcession they were bound 
there'll'; that although he W:1:, not aver~c to granting the common which they a."keJ 
for, nel' 'l'lhclcs,; he would only make such grant to the inlmLitanto already sC't:lcd 

awl to ~d!.le hel't':illel' in the said Roucll:lnl blaml" on ''''Hlitinl1 that the said inha­
biL311t 'J would fence ill the saiJ common with pickets, and that they would, by reason 
of the said grant, [;ive him a day of corvcc lubor by each farm, and in the event of 

G 



1herc being inhabitants with two farms, such to give two day~ labo:, gnd so on \~th 
re~pect to other8, requesting us further to order that all, the mhabltunt,s shall resl,de 
upon their farm:;, liclldr(Jlltfi'u ct liclI, and shall clear their lands aC,cording ,to the ~n­
tention of lli~ ;\f:,j,',ty, in default whoreofsnch lands shall be re~Dlted to his domalD, 
and that it be prohibited them to shoot elsewherp than upon their own property, on 
pain of incurring a fine of tCll licrcs,-to which tht' said inhabitants made answer that 
tIlt'\" cannot nccl"l't tho offel' of the said siem Dejonly ttl grant them a common upon 
('()II'diti"lJ of jr'llI'illc; in the same, inasmuch a~ the said fence could not be made fitrong 
l'llt"wll to n,,~i ,t th" ice and Hoods, which would carry aW<lY tho said fence and oblige the 
~"i,l i~Jllallit llito; to go til crq,iderahle expense every year to keep up the same, and 
that in ]'("1)('('1 to the corrce labor, in the eyent of om' condemning them to give such, 
t,) ~Jl'IJllrli"ll it :J]1I1 tn give them tho alternatiye of giying the labor or of paying to 
till' Haid ~i"lll' liC'jllnly, whf'lI t.hey dosiro to exempt thomselves from SUell labor, fOity 
sols Ji,l' e:1ch ,Lty of ,mch ('0,.,./", After hearing the parties, considered the petition, 
(''..~lIlill<',l a de~(l of l'Ollce<"i(Jn alJd upon tIl<' whole deliberated, wo order that the 
,;aid inhahitant~ shall ,~.-jYU to tho said Dejonly tho daily ('oJ'cee labor mentioned in 
their .]1'('(1, of C(']l<""'itJll, which said f'On-eC lahor, the said Dejordy will oulyexact 
from the ~;li(1 inhabitants but at different periodti and separately, to wit: one during 
>'()\I-ill'; time', one dm~ng h:ly making and the last dnring han-cst time, that those who 
llaYc' more than thrce: to give, shall gi I"C' them during the season for plonghing, that 
such (.j' the inhabitants who dL" irc- to ('xempt themselves from the said corl'ce labor, 
may do so upon PQ)'ment, to tliC said siem Dejordy, of f')lty sols for eQch day of such 
lQbor, j,r.)yided payment be made forthwith to the person notifying them to furni"h 
such lalJOr.- \ V e enjoin the said tenants to reside upon their fQrms and to cause 
the SQme to be cleQred, in default whereof it is hereby declared that, upon complaint 
lJlade },y the said Dl'jurily against 'those -.."ho shall not reside upon their farms and 
cause the same to be cleared, we shall reunite the same to the doma~Il of the said De­
jordy, upon the certificate of the rector and of the captain of militia; they are pro­
hibited from shooting upon the domain of the seigniory of the said sieur Dejordy, 
and upon llid unconceJerl lands, under the penalty of ten 1i eres against the contra­
H'l,ill~ party, The c31't:Jin of militia is required to carry out the provisions of the 
lJresent ordinance, and the necessary prosecutions for the recovery of the fines in­
curred under the same, Thus ordained, &c, 

Made Qnu ordained at l\IoIltrcal, the third of Juno, one thousand eicyht hundred and 
tum'tocll. 0 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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[Ordinances from 1713 to 1720, No.6, Folio 77.T 

f>rdinance w7~ieh requires the sieurs Hertel and de Niverville, seigniors 0/ C7wmbly, ami'.' 
tke inhabitonts 0/ tke said Seigniory to agree upon experts to ascertain tke da,mages 
8ufferecl by tlw latter, by reason 0/ the mill race if the said sieur Hertel, and tIle 
timber wl.ien is deposited upon tkeir lands •. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c .. 

Jean Maillot dit La Roche, Adrien Charlegrain and Fran<;ois Besset-,ofChambly. 
acting as well for themselv€s as for the other inhabitants of the said place, entrusted 
with their power of attorney, dated the third of the month, having represented to us 
that the sieur Hertel, seignior of Chambly aforesaid, has granted to Monsieur de Ra­
mezuy, governor of Montreal, permission to erect a saw mill upon the river des H1,l­
rOWl, which flows through the land's of' several of the said inhabitants, that the waters 
retained by the dam, of the said mill submerge a portion, of the >'aid lallet" and cause 
them considerable injury; that the waters so retained upon their land3 rapidly flowing 
out carry with them the saw-dust and slabs, which are deposited UpOIl their 
fields, which injures them and compels them to carry off the said slabs to prevent the 
grass under from. rotting; that a number of pine trees have been taken upon the land,.; 
granted them, which the said sieUT Hertel has furnished to the soid mill, without pay­
ing them the value of the same, to which they are entitled a·, tlte proprietors of the 
pine trees upon their farms; that by the ordinances of Monsieur RaUllot, ddted the 
3d .T uly 1707 and 23d of June 1710, ordering the reunion to the tlonmin of the said 
.Jcall Hertel of a grant to them, made by the sieur St. o ill'S, the tWI'lJl,Y-"i"th August 
one thousand o·ix hUIltlred and Hinety-seven, and 8pprovcd 1JY ~,rouoi('ur 10 Marquis tie 
Dcnonvillo and Monsiou]' de Chmnpigny, the twenty ~PH'lJlh of the ~Jid month, it j,-; 

provided that the said Hertel will furnish other lands, in other plaCE'S, wh(,11 thereunto 
required, the said inhaLitants praying of us that the same exteIlt Ill' ground bo aWClnlet! 
them, upon the same charges and conditions as those set forth in thl' said conce,,~i(Jn, 
and that permission be granted them to take timber upon the unconced .. c1 lanrls of the 
said seigniory, and further that a common be granted them, as ",dl for the grazing of 
their cattle and the taking of wood for their use, as for tbo purpose of m:lkin.:; a set­
tlement so soon as they may bo obliged to do so i-the si(,Hr Pierre Hertel do Mon­
court, .Tean Baptiste Boucher, sieur de Niverville, as having marriecl denwi,clle The­
n\ze Hertel, acting for themselves and for the sieur Hertel, their father, and fi,r the 
sieurs de la Fresniere, Cournoyer, Houville, Hertel f't. Louis, Beaulac aad St, Michel. 
having been heard, they stated to us that the sieur Hertel, their father, has by aeed 
executed before La Baume, notary at Bouchervil;e,. dated the of March 
Jast, ceded to them, by way of a/'WlI'('nlCllt d'oirie, tho said seigniory in its entire, which 
remains undivided between them; that in their quality aforesaid, answering the de­
mands of the said inhabitants, they are willing that the pretended damages suffered by 
them, in consequence of the overflowing of the waters by reason of the dam of the 
said mill, shall be estimated by experts, to be chosen among themselws; that they 
are further willing to give up to the said inhahitants all the slabs which al'e depo,itcd: 
l)pOn their lands by the waters of the saicl mill, by way of cumpemation for the du.-



, ", 1 1 . ," fr.~r as well by J'C:,' 011 of thc saia "Ld IS no, by I'('~-m3 rres WhICh It l' pTctenl el \tl'-J SU e , 
n f 1 1 t 1, "it,d in their fipl,1·:' tlnt as tl) dw demanrl of p:lyment made Fon 0 t 1;'~i1\"-( 11'" f ('II!)" t . , • • 1 II . 1 ], ,the said inlicllJit:I'l;':, for the rille tiw1)er cut upon ,J,,'II' ]:,,,,].<, tIll' BIeU:- (e eite. J 'l'tI' "II in tll'lt l'I"'ul'ct untJ] LL" retmTI their father, p1':l',,> tL"t our ,lucl,,1l1"nt may /1'1\ I 1.1. -' ,- " " 'I ,-"(-' I "}"'11 ('~"\- )J-'rc Lv 1'(,;IS0n ,,~' l~lC cl)venants b"t\\'('L"1 the 0::;,1 81em' <1., (,t l' oJl>lc .I. I l. .l' '/'. -' , . . • H, '1'",1 and tlll' Hrrid ,ieur lIe l~:1lJL'Z:ly; timt they <1,,,l'ee to ,<:;Ive them, ~s ;',ll ("1Ulyu?ent 

of the r,'nec :.,ion to them w:l<l.' by tho ,ieur de :::t. Ulll'c, t\\'O ~~"l'ellt-.; I~l Jr, '~' hy I,Jlty 
, ',tll lllloU the ]';1nkJ of the little riv('!' aiU"ining tIle W W C(;llCe-':,llln Of tLree ar-In 1[, I' , 1 ' ' .-I'('Hi, ill fi'lJlIl, Ivhich tll1' said "iell!' de :,i \'cni?", has nn:lerta~en to m:,k·] ,t~',;j ';,11'1,'(;-; 

l
' ' , 1 t f St Pl'el1.'e I-laud d,"ceml'nO' the httle nyer, at the ,-.1ll1C I, t( of (,llli'r,UlrC'a:-;o. u(, -'0 .. six '?I',/I, I'V \'("l(l y j~,r each uf the ":lid illhohit:li;l,; tk:t Will] respect tn the i"'lTJll',llIll 

re'luired 1,; the ~',ai,l illh:i1,ir'wl<, (,[' Lll,il:g timller upon tbe otl:"!' nncOI!::rl]'"I, :anrl~, of 
the "l'i~'lli'Jl'\", tllC'Y can give no UJ!1'Cl1t to t]l:1t c;rect, that tllC' ,',cur de .:'\n"cTY111,' ()j'~'L-; 
to the JS::Iid 'i"',,,:;itmlts ~t, Pi,-,"IC' Islawl, t() him ,STllllted in it.; entire 1,)" ,j'e said: ienr 
IIertcl, for llll' ],ml''''c(,-; of a l'1,Llm(,\l, in \\,;l;ch (IInnll"n the ,Pl'ilI illh::Liu;nt:~ may [,T~ZP their c:lttk and take the timber Ilccc"ary, eit11"r :f()r ]'\1i]d;il~ or fiJI' ILcll' U:"', ~nd in which said common, an c'.:tellt (If ground ~;]wl1 be Sl't Dpart fc)l- tll!' pUTp"''''s of 
a ~,ettLonjl'lIt \\'hen the Rame shall he deemed llC-cl':"ary, uP' '11 c"mlit;",l tInt all the in­
habitant.; of t:le said seigniory sl,all giH' him, ye:Jlly, two dllY' of f'IJ)'r/C labor, by 
each granted hllil, one during tLe ,-""con for ~IIII-ill.'~- and the ot]]('r in l1QIT('st time, 
lip on notifying them t\\"11 clay-; lJC'l:,rckw,l, or forty 801s for [':(ell day'~ labor, at their ('1'­
tion, that the c:aiLI sien!' de Xin'nille shall haye in the ""i'] sett!c;D: Ht a lot of bI'0und 
for the pn1'1)l)'L' of IJll;],lill'.;, twice the size of th,,.;c alloted to the :-:"i,l inkd,it::l1", a]]ll 
w1ll have the right of grazing his cattle in the said C(,nIll1Cn, ~nbject to hi~ contlill1till,~-, 
in the same way as an inhabit:mt, his ohare of the la],,)r Jl['l'f':-::-:ary to the said C:.JlfJllllJll. 
After examination of the deed of L'lJl1ce"oiC l ll made hy the said sieur de St. Ours, dated 
the twenty-sixth of Aug"ust HiS7, the ordinances of J\Iuwiclll' Randot of the third of 
July 1707 ,'wI of the t\I"cllty-thil'{I of June 1710, the pow~'r of attorney of the said in­
habitants and their petition of the thirrl of tlil" month, the plan of the ,,('i,~Tli()!'y of 
Cham],ly, to all whicll due rc<:!:~nI being 11,1,,1, \\'e do ord.::]' that the ""i,I sienn:! H"l't"l 
and :;\,iYer\ ilk, and the ~,ai,l illhalJitant:; shall no;rce '1"itl! one another with respect to 
experts, to value the I'rdt'lllI" ',1 (hm~ '';(':i made to the said lands by the oyerflowing of the 
,vuter, ()cca:-:illlll'li Ly the mill cl.!m 81iJl';"",i(l, such damages to be paid to the ~aic1 inha­
hiLmt" according to the report \l'h1ch will be made by the said cryer!.\', that the slabs 
which tlw :;<1i,I inhabitant3 haye c'JlkclC'rl and \\'il] collect hereafter in their fields will 
helong to them, ]"," \ny ,,1' compensation, a3 \\"<::11 fur the r::"t as for the futlu'e, of the 
injury prd.'n,Ic,I to have been sustained 1 'Y the said inhalJitants in consequence of the 
d('po,its of the said timber and the said -:I\\,-cln,t, that the pine timber which has l,eell 
cut upon tIll' land" of the said inhabil:1ll1 -.;, hy the order of llw sieur Hertel, shall be 
paid to the said inhabitant~, at the rate of tcD sols fur each tl'C'~', saving to him his re­
'-'Jur,,o ag:Jin,t ,neh I'C!'.o()Il'; a~ 111'1)" be liable to him, that the said ordinances of ~Ion­
sieur Raudot, of the third of July Ii Iii and t\l(,lJ~y-third June 1710, shall ]J(' executed 
accordin<:; to their tenor and ,il',.r-r, that 1 'Y reason of the prcmi,e,-.;, the sieurs Her­
tel and Xil-,'n'ill .. shall make a grant tit the said inhal)itant~ ~s an equivalent of the 
foncession to them mad(" 1 ')" the s~ia :' i "ur de St. (JU]':", of theP arpent, in front, 
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which the saidsieur de Xiycryiile hath undertaken to make to Phillippes Poirier. 
q,breast of St. Pierre Island, in descending the little river, upon condition of the pay­
ment of six deniers annnally, by eacll of the said inhabitants, the said inhabitants are 
forbidden from taking any timber upon the unconceded lands of the said seigniory of 
Chambly, under penalty of a fine of three liaes ~.~::tinet each of the contravening par­
ties, payable to the F dbriqne of the pari-h of the said seigniory of Chambly, and 
Heeing the offer of the said sieur de l'-~iver\'ille to give to the said inhabitants St. 
Pierre Inland, for the pnq'oics of a common, and to build therein a settlement to pro­
tect themselves from the enemy, and the acceptation made by the said inhabitants of 
the said offer, it is in COlliCClllCllC," ordered that the said sieur de Kiverville shall cede 
and abandon to the said illL<tl,itanto of ;'t. Pierre Island aforesaid, in its entire, to him 
granted by the said sieur Hertel, to be by them u:ec1 as a common, and in which com­
mon the said inhabitants may graze their cattle and take the timber necessary for 
building and £-'1' their U'C, and in which c:n cxtCllt of ground shall be set apart for the 
purposes of a settlement, npon condition that all the inhabitants of the said seigniory 
Hhall give him, ye'1rly, two (hlp of corn'e labor :')" each granted land, one dwing the 
season for sowing and the other in harvest time, upon notifying them two days hefore 
haml, or forty sols for each clay's labOl', at their option, that the said sienr de ~iyer­
ville shall have in the said settlement a lot of la.nd 1'01' the pmpo'e of building, twice 
the size of those allottcd to the said inhabitants and will have the right of grazing hi~ 
cattle in the said common, subject to hi.'; contlil,uting, in the same way as an inhabi­
tant, his share of the labor necessary to the sai,l common. 

Mrule at Mnntrec l, in our residence, this seventh day of June one thousand ,cycn 
hundred and fourteen. 

(Signed) BEGO~. 

[Onlinanc(')s, f,'om 1713 tn 17;20, 1\0. G, Folio 83.] 

Order confirming tl.e uJl'I!lption made by llIad,flJlc d" Yarenne if a lot if land pur­
c7wsul b!J Alexis EisS07Il1Ct. 

]\TWIIEL BEGaN, (,ce. 

The wiLlllw laLly of the late sieul" ,1,' Varcnnc, proprietor of the seigniory of Ccp 
Van'lllll', having represented to us, that h:,yi~lg brougllt snit in an action (II retrait 
against Alexis Bissonnet, an inhabitant of Ycrclll'rcs. in which suit an interlocutory 
nnkr was made, the eleventh day of May l",:r, requiring fjli'avallt.!aire droit, the saia 
dame de Varonne should produce the deed of concl'"ion made to Jean (; aultier, of 
the land acquired by thc saill Bissonnct, and that being 11c,irc111S ofprnceeding to judg­
lTIellt in the said snit, th" sieur Deschalllbauh, lif'lltcmmt-gcncral, ha(1 p·cnt the pro-



oocalng~ in the said action before us, by reason of ?is hatl~g been. informed that tho! 
said Dissonm·t had apperrled to us in. the matter m questIOn,. whl~h compels her to. 
pray of u;;, inasmuch as the determination of the . sai~ cause hes Wlth us: to confirm· 
the proceeding's had before the said justices of tIns cI~y and th~reby aVOId the heavy 
expenses which would be incHned by a new procec(hng, praymgof us .to cause the 
said Bissonnet and Jean Gaultier to appear before us, and that thereupon It be ordered· 
that the said Dissonnet shall he bound to give up and abandon to the said dame de Va­
renne a lot of land situate in the said seigniory of Cap Varenne, containing two arpents 
in fro~t hy thirty in elf'pth, acquired by the said Di~,ormet from the said! ean G~u1tier, 
in compliance with the olauses of the deed of concession made by the saId late sleur de 
Varenne, to the sail! Gaultier, of the said land, executed before Frerat, notary, on the last 
day of J\Iay, one thousand six hundred and seventy-eight, setting forth that the said siem 
de Varennc, among other things, reservcs to himself the right of redecming the ~8i,1 
land, in the event of the same being sold by the said Gaultier, upon repaying to the 
purchaser the price of the same, the sai,l dame de VaI'enne offering to repay the said 
principal sum, ,,,ieh costs and charges, the amount being tendered a bourse delice et de­
niers (h:colii'crts, and sau] it paifair(, ;-Having heard the parties and seen the deed of' 
concession of the last day of May 1678, the 'petition presented by the said dame de 
Varenne to the said sieur Deschambault, dated the first of may last, the order at the 
foot of the same, bearing the same date, the service of the said petition and order at' 
the instance of the sai,l dame de Varenne, to the said Bii:;solmet, by one Senet, a bai­
liff, the fourth of the same month, the notification of the rerlemption to be made, at 
the iwtance al"o of the' said dame de Varenne to the said Bi"~(Jnnet, IJY the said Senet 
the fourteenth clay of the month of l\Iay aforesaid, with surnmonp to appear before the 
justices of the said city to be condemned to surrender to the said dame de VarennC', 
by right of seigniorial redemption, the possession of the said conceded land, circurn­
staner's and rlcpl'ndencies, upon the offers made by the said dame de Varenne to the 
saiel Di~sonnct, of the price of sale, COots aIllI charges (l bourse deliee ('t deniers decou­
twts, and Sa7if a paifairc, auoding to law, the judgment rendered the said eleventh 
of l\Iay last,-The whole seen and considered, we have, seeing the appeal to us in 
thi., cause, affirmed the proceeding~ had before the said De:;chambault, a~d have de­
clared the redemptioll, (retrait) mUlle by the said dame de Varenllc, good and yalid, 
and we therefi)re onler that tllc said Bi,;sol1Tlft shall be held to slUTendu and deliver 
up to the ;.;aid dame de Yarenne, the lallel and premises hy him acquired [lOrn the sait! 
Jean Gaultipr, suhject to the sai,l elame de Yarenne, paying forthwith to the said Jean 
Gaultier the ,u~ of.fifteen hundred aurl fifty line9, amount of the purchase mO!~ey, in­
aS~lUch as the smd Blsoonnet h;]'9 not pai,l the s:liel sum to said G;lLllt;cr, we adju£;,c the 
saId dame de Varenne to pay to the said Bissonnet, the "lIm ofthirty-'i'.: livres. at which 
we have taxed the co,ts and charges, upon which the said dame de Varenne will remain 
~nd be the proprietor ofth~ said lanel, and the said dame de '\' arenne did immediately and 
1Il our p~'esence, pay the saId sum of fifteen hundred and fifty livres tothe said Gaultier, iH' 
notes, nme whereof of olle hll:1dred lines each anel thirteen of fifit I' h ., " , y lvres eac , toge-
ther :Y1th the sum of thlrty-ol'.: lInes, of which payments the said dame de Varenne 
reqUIred {letc, w~ich me haye granted her, by reason whereof the said dame de Va­
renne doth remalll well anel duly exonerated and diBcharrced· we IlnJ'llcl".e h ':l 

'" 0 t e ~~J\'-: 



13i.ssonnet to give up to tho said dame de Varenne, the said deed of sale and other ti. 
'tIes relative to the said land and to him given by the said Gaultier. 

Done at Montreal, the fifteenth day of J tine, one thousand seven hundred and 
foulteen. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

[Ord. of 1713 to 1720, No.6, Folio 88.] 

'brdinance wltieli condemns tlte sieur de Rigauville, to git'e titlcs to tlte injuibitants id 
wlwm lte l.as conceded lands, and to make tltem place metes and bounds, and ordering 
/tim to appoint an agent to receit'e his rentes 1"71 the seigniory if Bertltier. 

MICHEL BEGON, &C, 

Considering the present petition, we order the sieur de Rigauville, to cause the 
lands conceded in the seigniory of Berthier to be meted and boumled in all the month 
of March next, iill" which purpose the said de Rigauville will procme the attendance 
of a surveyor from l'.-Iontreal, who will be paid by the said inhabitants, we fmther or 
del' the said Rigauville to grant deeds of concession to the inhabitants to whom lands 
have been conceded, upon their paying the costs of such deeds with a copy for the 
seignior and another for the grantee : and upon the complaints made to us by the said 
inhabitants thCLt the said Rigauville hath neglected to appoint an agent in the said 
seignIory, to receive the rents of the same, we do order that the said de Rigauville 
shall appoInt all agent in the said soigniory, to whom the said inhabitants may pay 
the rents due to them, and we dispense them from paying the said rents elsewhere 
than in the mal1l1or house of the said seigniory, or in some place within the same, at 
the time fixed by their deeds of concession.-The present ordinance shall be signified to 
the said de Rigauville, and upon his default, to cause the lands of the said inhabitants to 
be meted and bounded, in all the month of march next, and to grant them their deeds 
of concession, we have discharged and do hereby discharge the said inhabitants from 
the payment of any rents to the said de Rigauville, from the first day of April next 
until the day of the execution of the deeds of concession before notaries, which he 
is bound to give them, and of the proces-verbal if bornage. 

Done at "Montreal, the nineteenth day of June, one thousand seyen hundred Rnd 
fOUltccn. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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fOrd. from 1713 to 1720, No.6, Fulio 92.J 

U
' 7' 7. . 1. "nal'ntains the 8icilr Ollcr/ill in the posscssion and cnjO!/lI1r'flt if a tanJ (( I j/fll1l'f W ltClb , 

7 7 d . 
7 I t 7. . t 7 c 20t 7, Jil rUI"' 1/ Ii 10 witllOutfitrtlter charges titan tnosc state m ('0/11'('( 1'( 0 unt /1 't" 11 , 

7, IS (huJ (if CUIICLssilJl l
• 

l\Irrnf,r. lit:(;o:\', &c. 

P 1 (
' 'I I ul11·nha1.it::mt Ill' l~lU fCl"lli,j'J" of Cnntrcc(J?nr, haying represented to au {tH'I 11, U ,-= 

n.>, that he J:" purchased a land frum Paul Ih·m:m·:;t in the scigniory of Co~trecmur, 
" tl' e cment" in fn'l" I", t','cpt" in dCIlth, in c:\:clwllC>;C' for whIch he has cOlltalltlll!r lIe (.I.-I" v "-, -J • -'-J '.' 

d t'l 'd Demareot a land to him 1"I,'Il"i1l''- in Bouchard Island, of wInch the grante 1e Sal .". '-:"" , . sienr Dejunly is sC'iC','lll<Jr, the saId land ],"]IlI;~~n'~' to the s~Id Demmes.t, by pUlc,hase 
frum Jacques Layui:\: dit;-;t. Amour, by dced executed Iwlurc A:bcl Thhc1:on, nOLary, 
in the jurisdiction of Contrecccur, in 1710, and to the said Lav~lx belon~lIlg, by pur­
cha,.;e from Guillaume Edeline dit Labonte, hy deed before Antome Adhemar, notary 
in this city, (ht,,'] the twclll ietll of :Ibn 11 1710, praying that we may order the sieur ,](~ C()lltrt';'fL'llr to appear hcf;ml '1~, to 1.111' cnd that he ll:lY be oHlered tl> allow the saill 
Gucrtin to l'l',i"y tlte land so granted, ac('('nlilJ:'; to tl1(' deed of sale of the twentieth or 
i\f;m·lt 1710, ill which it is st:lle-tl t1l:" the lamli,., lliIUll'l(,,],ononesidebythelal1d,;of 
the church of the parish of ('outrt'Cclu!', <lwl on the t>tll<:l' silk by dit 
Clmtcauhrillant, in front by the riYcr St. L,i\\'J'l'lllT, and in the n'dr by un conceded 
hJl<l., , without rc-fl'lTI!Ce til a "UrYl'Y of the saitl h:1l<1" mac1e at the requost of the said 
"il'lll' ,k CI>11t!'C("«(,1Ir, by one 13:1",('t, Slll'n:ynr, al'()lli. three yc~ 1',0 ago, and to the new' 
boundari.es e,;tabliJw(l witlJlnlt rC[,,'l"CllCe to the nll'Vcy made and the old boundaries es­
tablished by one Le Rouge, a "un';'),,'!', about forty year . .; rICiO, inasmuch as by follow­
ing the recont surYl'~', there wunld be a diminution of a 'jll::nter of an arpent in fi'ont l 11y the whole depth (If the said C')I,("~,·.ion, ::,11.1 1.1J::t if thi.; diminution took place, he 
woulJ cC'a,C to be bounded on one ,i(le I 'Y the lands of the chm'ch, and on the other by 
that of the sai,l Ch:ttL'anbrillJlli. :111:1"tt,.:1t tLese J,'J1l;l<laries are stated in his title; the 
t:1I.' saill C'ontrccceur It'lYilt~, been l:c"i~',l ,t:ltl"J, t ~l~,t l!cn ~n'j ," (Tl uillr;c1 that the survey 
l11:t,I" hy L" Rouge CQUict! him cOlloj,lerabk 1",; in tbe '\\'L"b C'~tellt Ilf hi:, po",c6sioll, 
lIe ha> call ,c,l the same to k, nu",,:,'l'(] ailnw Ily l1:c ~ditl :C,',",,",ct, and that in fact, by the 
h,t llll'llti :'lle,1 ,'nr\'('~', it lw' bel"l Q,;cerl,.iuti"l tL:,t the inhabitants of his scigniory pos­
sc.;,., about fiye arpent.; of land ill fi'ont , o\"':-r ~d"l «L:AL' the ']'.Ildtily ~ct I'll'll, in their 
titll", and that the ,,,ill GucHin is in pU.' ic."ioll uf a 'jll;lltL'l" of au IU1,edt , .. YeT the three 
Qrpcllt' C: ';lL'L'.1<"ll him, \\ it' 1' I.,t p,,:;ilJ:'; n'd for the said 'I1I1nCr of an arpent, which he 
,h,,,m, tl) be unjll,t, inasmuch as 1,:; hi, deed he i., nlJ]:; c~lt;tlc'l to ninety arpentti in HU­
l,.'r/iei,'" ;-H:I\'ill~ seen and examinec1 tlw dc, "], of ~:dc abuve dated, taken the whole 
iuto cOllojl'l'!'atill~l, without reference to the recent ,'11],\,(')' m:;,1e by the said 1;;,,:,C't, at 
the n"pl,>t of the "ti'.1 ('''lltl'l'c([m', 'lYe ,1,) order tll:1t the ,,;:ill (;ll<::ltin ,Iwll enjoy the 
l'aic1 c;r:r':I, which will be boull.l",l on 0'tI' ",i:le ],y the laIl'}; "i' the clmrch, and on the 
other ,ilk by that of dit CL:tl"',lll11 ill ant, as set forth in the <lccd of the 
twclltidh of :\brch 1710, u]!.1 Qcc(JrJin;j to the tur-;,'Y mac1e by the said Le Ronge, 
which will be followed throughout the cXlo.'21t of tbo [»lid sci·';liiury, subject only to the 
payment uf the clnn;c,; stakel in the s:tid CO;;Cl: "jUll; W8 do l!'crr;hy enjoin all pl!rSOIlS 
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to abstain from changing the ancient boundaries fixed, as well by the said Le Rouge, as 
b! other surveyors, under pretence of correcting errors which may have been made by 
h~m; ~he present ordinance shall be read and published in the parish of the said seig­
mory, III order that nobody may pretend ignorance of the same. 

Done at Montreal, the twenty-fourth of January, one thousand seven hundred and 
fourteen. 

(Signed) BE GON . 

. [Orc1nces. 1713 to 1720, No.6, Folio 9-1.] 

Ordinance condemning tho sieur de l'Esclwillon to pay to the heirs Deguire dit LaTose 
the sum if 1311ivres, bcingfiJr a like sum paid to the sieUT de St. Ours, llis fa tIter, 
for a land sold to Frs. Deguire by the said de St. Ours, tlw 1'mprol'cments upon the 
said land to be paid, it dire d'c:eperls. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Jean Deguire and Jeanne Deguire, wife of Jean Boyer, acting as well fi,r themselves 
as for Jean Baptiste, Pierre Franyois and Marie Magdelaino Deguire, Jean Valade, as 
having married Marie Joseph Deguire, and the children and heirs of the late Luc De­
guire, all heirs of the late Franyois Deguire, their father, han- reprosentc! 1 to us that 
the sieur de St. Ours, Esquire, seignior of the place, had hy a oertain p"pcr vvriting 
under his signature, dated the thirteenth of Septem1cr, one thousand ,ix hundred and 
eighty-two, sold to the said Fran<;'nis Deguire dit Laro.;e, a land and dependencies, si­
tuate in the said ~eigniory of St. Ours, containing two arpents in front by thirty ar­
pents in depth, which had heretofore been conceded to one Lacroix, for the sum of one 
hundred and thirty-one livres, as the price of sale, subject further to the payment of 
three livres of soigniorial rent, three live capons or fifteen pence as and for the value of 
each capon, and one sols of seigniorial celiS et rentc8, payable yearly, for the said land, at 
the manor-house of the said de St. Ours, at the festival of St. Martin of each year, which 
said sum of one IllUldred and thirty-one liITes the said late Fran<,:ois Deguire had paid 
to the said de St. Ours, upon a receipt signed by him, dated the eighteenth of April, 
one thousand ~ix hundred and eighty-eight, of which land the said late Deguire had 
the L'l'\ioyment up to the day of his decease, which had occurred tW('1\'e years ago, hav­
ing preyiously deared about eight arpents of land fit for the plough, the said Jean De­
guire, having since the decease of hi, father enjoyed the said land, up to the spring of 
last year, 1713, whell the sieur de l'Echaillon, the Ron of the said sieUl' de St. O,[rs, had 
preventcl1 him from ploughing and sowing in the said land, under pretence that the same 
belonged to him, as having been gin'll him by the said ~i('ur de St. Ours, his j[lther, 
which had ~nrprised tho said Deguire, inasmnch as "iller' the drath of his fatller, he had 
always 1wen ill po":s(',,ion of the said bnd. pra.ying of us that we ma.y be J']('a,('r110 
order the said sieur de l'Echaillon to appear before us, to the end that he may he order­
ed to leave the Raid Deguire in the undisturbed possession and enjoyment of the soid 

H 
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J d 1 'd I'E h 'II ha\ 'llCT been heard stated that the .'aid sieur de St. Ours, bis an ;-t Ie sal caJon 'I ",'" • 

father, had ceded the said land to him, by deed executed before Antome Adhemar,. a 
royal notary, of the royal jurisdiction of this city, dated the 19t~ of J ul.y 1712,. the Bald 
land having belonged to the said de St. Ours, by means ofre-umon to hIS domam e~ect­
I'd hy the ordinnnce of Monsieur Raudot, dated the 17th of July 1710, and of the Bieur 
Raimhnu1t, acting as his deputy, dated the 30th June 1712, b.y I'en~(JI1 0: the default of 
the said heirs 11","\1 im to inhabit the said land, tenir feu et heu, to cultwate the same, 
make 11](' fll'CC,,',3ry f('IIC(," for the common, perform the other public wo:ks, and to give 
lbc llecc~,[].r\, clealing' . .; to their neighbours, the saiJ de l'Echaillon praymg that he may 
he kept in ~he 1" ,s"_',;"ioll and enjoyment of the ~,aid land;-The said Jean Deguire 
havincr rcnrl'."'nted that ,;inn' the said pretended re-union, one Sanssoucy to whom he 
had fa~llle>d out the said land, had paid to the said de St. Ours the sum of three livres, 
on account,,f the CUIS {'I rr'lItrs of the saic1Iand, as appeared by a receipt of the said de 
St. OurR, dated the lath of -;\()\'('mber 111:!, and had made all the fences and ditches: 
and hadl.'iyen clc3ring to their llt,jghlll,r,;, as appears by the certificate of the sieur de 
In Faye, rector of the oej,~'I1iories of C'ontrecreur, St. Ours and Vercheres, maintaining 
that the sai,1 ordinances cannot be invoked against them, and praying that they may 
be allowed to c,'nt,'"t thc same, inasmuch as the same were rendered against them by 
default :-HaYing heard the parties, seeing the sale by the said de St. Qurs to the said 
Fr:lnr;(,i, Deguire dit L:ll'U"C, dated the 13th September 1682, the discharge of the said 
de St. Ours, dated the ",ig'hth of April 16S8, of the purchase money, another discharge 
of the 17th Km'ember 17 U, the ,ked of concession of the said land, made by the said 
de :'it. Ours to the said de l'Echaillon, the 12th July 171:2, the ordinance of Monsieur 
Raudot of the 7th July 1710, that of the "ieur Raimbault of the 30th June 1712, and 
having considered upon the whole, we have admitted the said heirs Deguire as parties 
contC';;tin; the ,'aid ordinances of l\Ion"i"'Il' Raudot and the sieur Raimbault, and inas­
much as it doth not appear by the same, that they wcre informed that the said land, 
which was so re-united to the domain of the said de St. Ours, had been sold by him for 
the sum of one hundred and thirty-one livres, by his paper writing, dated the twentieth of 
September 1682, nul' that they wen, informed that, since the sale of the said land con­
siderable sums of money have been expended by the said Ie te Franr;ois Deguire to 
clear the same, we do hereby order that the said de l'Echaillon shall pay to the said 
heirs Deguire the sum of one hundred and thirty-one livre;; for the like sum paid to the 
said sieur de St. Ours, hy the said late Franr;ois Deguire; moreover that the said land 
shall be seen and examined by the inhabitallt,;, having a knowledge of these matters, 
who shall be chosen by the said l'Echaillon and by the said heirs Deguire, who will 
estimate all the improvements made upon the said land since the thirteenth day of Sep­
tem~er 1li:~2, to .the 19t~ of .July 1712, at which period the said l'Echaillon took pos­
seSSIOn of the SaId land, 1\1 VIrtue of the grant made to him by the said de St. Ours, by 
his father, lifter the re-union made of the same to the domain of the said de St. Ours, 
the 30th of June of the said year 1712, in virtue of the ordinance of the said Raim­
bault, which said arbitres shall draw up a report for the said heirs, upon which the said 
de I'Echaillon sha~I pay to. the said heirs the estimated value of all the said improve­
~en~s, together \\'1th the saId sum of one hundred and thirty-one livres, and this with­
III elg-ht days after the said report shall have been served upon the said J'Echaillon,-
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and ill default of the said de l'Echaillon paying the said sums within the said delay, we 
have condemned him and do hereby condemn him, without the necessity of any further 
proceeding's, to deliver up and surrender the said land to the said heirs, who shall en­
joy the same as they have hitherto done, subject to the payment, by them to the said de 
St. Ours, of the arrears of certs et Tente.~ now due.-\Ve have granted acte to the said sieur 
de l'Echaillon of the nomination made by him of one Lariviere, of St. Oun, yeoman, 
and to the said Jean Deguire and Jeanne Deguire, his sister, of the nomination made 
by them of one St. Martin of Contrecreur, yeoman, who will take the necessary oath 
before the sieur Faye, rector of the seigniories of St. Ours and Contrecreur, whom we 
have named for that purpose. 

Done at Montreal, the twenty-seventh of June, one thousand seven hUfidred and 
fuurteen. 

(Signed) JlEGOX, 

[Ord. from 1713 to 1720, No.6: Foli., 180.] 

OrdillClhCC postpon£ng a decision up()n tlw pcliti<m if the .liON de riilcelotte (by Idud" it 
iy pretended tlwt the (mk trees upon liis seigniory belong to l/l'm, as haeillg been 
given to the dame de Clw vigil Y, llis mother,) u/'Itil tke intentlollS if .His lJlaJesty 
upon the 8U~ject shalt lwve been made knowlI. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Between Joseph Amiot, sieur de Vincelottc, plaintilf, by pe>LltWII, personally pre­
sent on the one part, and l)i<'ITc) Caron, Pierre Bernier, Charl,'s 11el11ier, and Jean 
Fournier, inhabitants of the ~aid seigniory, acting "las well f()l' thelll'c]vc,.; as for Jean 
Blais, Jean Goudreaux and the widow C6t~, defendant;:, summoned ttl appear this daY1 
personally present, on the other part, the said petition she\\'il1C>; that Damoiselle Gcne­
vieve de Chavigny, mother of the plaintiff, wife by her second marriage of the sieur 
de l'Epinay, a councillor of the king, and his attoTIwy in the prccot!: and admiralty of 
this city, hath obtained from Messrs. de Frontenac and Duchesnea1l, heretofore gover­
nor-general and 1'ntend(lIIt in this country, an ordinance in virtue of which the plaintiff 
pretends he hath a right to take oak trees, in his seigniory of Vincelotte, for building 
as well upon sea as upon land, and for these purposes he hath, about a yeur ago, com­
menced cutting down and drawing out a portion of the oak timber for a \'essel which 
he is desirous of building, which oak timber he has so drawn from a distance of four 
miles and a half, with a view of preserving a few trees of like timber nearer to him, 
upon the lands of some of his ('clisitairC8, to be used as he may require the same in 
-building, but that having been compelled by illness, dm;ng the last winter, to come hither 
in search of health, the said censil((ires, notwithstanding the ~'eserve made of the said tim­
ber upon their lands did, immediately aftn his departure, sell and take away all the oak 
timber which they had upon their land;, to defraud the plaintiff, and to derive profit from 
that which does not belong to them, concluding that we might be pleased to compel to ap-
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h f h ,,' 1 ' h I 't;]nt~ aR havc clandestinely wId thc said oak trecs. "(''II' beforc ll~, ,'uc 0 t e o,ll< III a Jl, ' , I 'b' 1 them as may be thought fit by us, in order that ,nch pcnaltIcs may c llnpn":'( upon, ' . 1 i!: h . 1 f' humber m;ty be pmd 0\'('1' to and that the smns of moncy I"CCCIYC( lor t e \ a ue 0 suc .,.. . . , the said plailJtift; a, the proprietor of the said timber, and. WIth ~ ,'ww of a\'oldI~g 
co,;t'", that the «Iptain of militia of the place shall rL'~ld the, smd petItIOn to ~he p.altJes 
ink]"(;,cted, and that the pl~C(, <l!p'ced upon for the said oak tImber s~all be seJ~zed l~ th.e 
hau(L of the purcha,scr" of thc same; and by the said Caron, Bcn,ner a~d 1: ourm~r, It 
was stated that they had sold a fE'W f,ak trcc" ,yhieh were upon tlll'll·. lann", to the SIE'Ur 
Prat, for the pUrp(N'g of a yc . ..;"el he is ilOW building, but that t~e, SaId oak tn'C's do not 
belong to thC' said Yillcelottl', as alkC';l,(j by him ill hi~ bai~ pet~tlOn, but that the sa~e 
belong to Hi,,,; l\Iaj('"t~·, who has in all tlie grants made 111 thIS country, of lands III ~('igniory, rc"C'rn~d the oak timber t; ,I' the construction of \"C'",cl,;, and who has order­
ed all seirrlJiors [rl mCike thc same n'';Cl'Ye in the grants which they would make of lands 
in their :ein"Ilif)l~t'S, to the inhal,it:llJls of this country, wllich reSE'rve is not made with 
a ,~ew tJJa~"O o(,j:.;-niom may profit by the ~ame, but ,oldy that oak timber b~ill,':j pre­
"crvell in this ('1I]I)JlY, His Maj".ity may di"I'0,;e of the same for the building of ships, 
that the pbintiff cannot take adYant;lt!;e of the permi",ion obtained by damoiselle Cha­
vigny, the mother of the ,ieur <1,_, \'ineellltt(', from Mc,;,.;iC'urs de Frontenac and Du­
dll'dlcau, to takt' timber upon the concecll'll lands of his o')!sitaircs to build as well 
upon sea as UPUIl land, ina"much as the said permission is only ,granted upon condition 
that it shall not illtlcIfero \\"ith the condition oct forth by the grant made by Mr. Talon, 
\\hich f,uject3 tLe said (hnlfli.,,']]e de Chavi,gny, as well as all other seigniors of the 
(',JUlltry, to Tl',,,;cITe and c~JUse (I) j,('],rC:O'l'In,d, the oak timber, not for thuir use, but 
for the king'" ;lIld that though it we're a favor which l\le;;,iellrs de Frontenac and Du­
chul1,"lU had intcudl"l to convey upon the ~aid damoiselle de Chasi,gny, it could not be 
prejudicial to them, inasmuch as they had not been heard, the permission having been 
granted upon a mcre petition, that if l\ll's"ieurs de Frontenac and Duchesneau had 
intended thac the s"id damc.iselle should be more favorably treated than any of the 
other sl'i,srniUld of the clJlony, by granting her the oak which His Majesty has l'E','erved, 
they would huse ollt'linetl a confinnation of the gift of the "aid timber, which the 
sieur de Yincelotte pretends was made to his mother, which has not been done, and 
which, nen'nlll'Je",i, was more llecessary than the confirmation of grants, inasmuch as 
tn render this gift valid, it would be necessary that His Majesty should have desisted 
from the re,;crve which has always been made of the said timber, that since the settle­
ment of the Coulltr)" the ol'ic;lJiurs have sold the oak timber which has been found on 
their domaius, and the inhabitants the timber found upon their lands, when occasion 
presented itself, "ithout either the seigniors or the inhabitants being prevented by the 
gOY'ernors or intendants, by reason of any contraventiun by the said seigniors and in­
habitants, to the claU8e in their deecb of concession which prohibit;; their disposing of 
any oak timber, which seems to have been tolerated in favor of ship building, by rea­
son of the advantages resulting to the colony therefrom, but that this indulgence hav,. 
ing always been C'xtcnded equally to the seiguior and inhabitant, it is light that they 
should profit by the oak timber f()Und up(Jn their lands re'l'cctiYely, and in tmth, no 
other seignior, except the said Vill<:e\'Jttc, hru:; claimed ouch a plivilege up to tllis pe­
riod, that llWlLOH'l they pay him fony 80l-8 of rUdcfoltciac allllually, Ly each arpent 
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in front by forty in depth, besides a capon, whilst the inhabitants of the a(ljoining 
seigniorie~ only pay twenty sols by arpent. Praying that the action wrongfully 
brought against them by the sieur Vincelotte may be dismissed, and maill-lccee granted 
of the seizure made in the hands of the sieur Prat,-Having examined the said peti­
tion, our order dated the twentieth of April last, at foot of the same, requiring the 
parties to appear before us, at our residence, the first day of July next at eight o'clock 
in the morning, with permission to the petitioner to seize as prayed for, at his ri~k 
and peril, the certificate of the service of the said petition and order at the instance 
of the said Vincelotte, to the said Goudreaux, Blais, PielTe and Charles Bernier, Jean 
Fournier and the widow Cote, by Jean Michon, bailiff, dated the eighteenth and nine­
teenth days of June last, with summons to appear before us on the said day, the re­
turn of the seizure made at the instance of the said de Vincelotte, in the hands of the 
sieur Prat, by Rageot, a bailiff in the pre vote of this city, this day, the deed of con­
cession dated the third of November 1672, granted by the said Mr. Talon, intendant 
in this country, to the said damoiselle de Chavigny, of a league of ground in £i'ont, 
by as much in depth upon the river St. Lawrence, from Cap St. Ignace inclusively to 
the unconceded lands, in which deed it is set forth that the said damoiselle Amiot 
shall preserve as well the oak timber fit for ship building, which may be found upon 
the land she will reserve to herself for her principal manor, as the oak timber of like 
quality upon lands conceded to, or to be hereafter conceded to her tenants,-also the 
petition presented to Messrs. de Frontenac and Duchesneau, their order at the bottom 
thereof; dated the 29th October 1680, setting forth a permit to the petitioner to take in 
the said seigniory such timber as she may require for the building of houses and of 
vessels, without that the said order can be prejudicial to the clause set forth in the 
deed of concession of Mr. Talon, nor that the said damoiselle Amiot shall have the 
right to take from anyone inhabitant all the timber which she may require, or to take 
the same from such places where they may have been preserved, either for ornament 
or for immediate use,-having also seen a deed of concession of a land four arpents 
in front by forty in depth, granted by the said damoiselle Amiot to Pierre GIonet, ex­
ecuted before the late Romain Becquet, royal notary in the pre\,(,te of this city, dated 
the 14th October 1678, by which the said GIonet is bound to pre~erve standing all the 
oak trees which may be found upon the said land fit for ship building,-and having 
upon the whole maturely considered, we have suspended adjudicating upon the de­
mand of the sieur Vincelotte, until it shall have pleased His Majesty to communicate 
to us his intention touching the said demand; nevertheless we have provisionally 
granted main-levee of the seizure made in the hands of the said Prato 

Done at Quebec, the fourth of July, one thousand seven hundred aud fifteen. 

(Signed) BEGaN. 
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[On1. from 1't13 Iv ]720, No.6, Fulio iSS.] 

. .. . 7. IT I· ., 00 ·0/· fo,r a portion of" GrlJilll il/I's to cause tI.e 
t.), ,zltlUI !If'(' pcrJlu/llllg [,.e Stell" .HlI)}~C ill" .~, '/f" I (:1 {j.' 

issues aml prqfits qf the land qf tl~e widow Lalwis and rif her c!lIldrcll, fo be sold, 
tlte procccd,y r:f such srdl' being applied to tIll' 1)(1///11('//1 qf lite ;·Cllts and arrc.ars if 
rent due, the balal/f"I' to be J'aid over to the S{I;,z ,,,idol£' as 17,,: lillnF qf l,er cluldren. 

l'J>on the rql!T~(,1I1:ltions made to us by sienr Fruw;ois Hum~lin, seignior ~f a p~r­
tion of UWIHlill(':', that the land belonging to the widow Lahals and her mmor clnl­
dr('n, i"'1[I' ,,1' LeI' first marriage, bituate in the said seigniory, has heen abandoned for 
the' last fi'."e or ,ix years, and the rents and arrears of the same have not been paid 
during that p"rind, the said widow being in the district of .Muntreal, praying, as well 
for the purpose of "'('milJ~ the said arrears as for the benefit of the said minors, that 
he may llf' allowed to cause the sale of the produce of the said land, to be published 
hy the cartain of militia,-to all which having due regard, we permit the said Hame­
lin (" callee pul,lication of the sale of the produce of the said land by the said cap­
tain of militia, and thereupun 1m "'('ellto the Kale of the same to the highest and 18"t 
bidder, after three publications, after ,livine service, at the church door of the parish, 
till' PJ'lIc('('d, of tllf' sai,l snle to he applied to the payment of the said arrears, the ba­
lance, if tllt'rt, lIe ally, to be paid ()\""r to the said widow as tutrix of hoI' said children, 

Done and givell at Qlleb~c, thQ 2:2d July 1715. 

(Si,gned) BEGON. 

lOrd. of 1713 to 1720, 1\0. 6, Foliu 190.] 

Judgmf'l/I by Ilkich certain parties called 11iayot. Lal'iglflc and Grigoirc orf' f"Oildcnwed 

by drj"a.ult, to reside (11'I/iT feu ct lieu) upon the seigniory qf LolbiJllirl', and to pay 
to the Sleur el,orticr, seignior qf the same, the eens and rentes due, upon pain qf re­
union qf their lands to tl~e domain qf the 6fliti seigniory. 

~lIl'll£L BU;II:\", &c. 

In a cause wlll'J't'iu Eustache Chartier, Et3quire, sieur de Lotbiniure, councillor in 
the supel:ior cuun~il of the country, plaintiff by petition, present in person, on the one 
part, a~mst Refle Mayot, Lavigne and Gregoire, defendants, by default, (jete of their 
default IS granted to the said plaintiff. upon the summons served upon them b De­
horne, bailiff, dated the twenty-eight day of July last, returnable this day, to t1! end 
that they may be condemned to re~ide upon feltir fieu "t lz·cu . tl 'd" f . " " .' " In Ie sal selgmory 0 

Lotbmlere, and to pay the cens d rentes whIch they owe, in default whereof that the said 
la~ds may b~ an~ remain re~~t~d to the domaia of the said seigniory, to be disposed 
",I by the ~a\(i Mem de Lotbmll,"rlJ as he ma,. ~ee fit; and the said Lotbiniere having 
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prayed that the default of the said MlI.yot, Lavigne and Gregoire may be registered, 
we have granted the same with costs.-These presents to be served, &c. 

Done and given at Quebec, the third August, one thousand seViln. hundred and 
fifteen. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

[Ord. 1713 to 1720, No.6, Folio 204.] 

Ordinance condemning the inltab·itants if the Cote de Lauzon to exhibit to the aieur Bou­
cher, Priest and Rector if Lauzon aforesaid, tlw deeds and titles concerning tlte 
lands which they lwld, togetlter with the receipts if t/te cens and 1"entos tlwy hare paid 
to tlte late sieur Duplcssis, in order to wind up tlte accounts if the estale, 'iIlJ"T tll~ 

penalty of ajine of 20 livres again1Jt iU:faulters. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Having examined the present petition, we order all the inhabitants of the seigniory 
of Lauzon to exhibit to the sieur Boucher, Priest and Rector of the said seig11iory, 
the titles and deeds of the lands they hold within the said seigniory, together with the 
receipts for the cens et rentes they have paid to the late sieur Duplessis. \Ve name and 
appoint the said Boucher to settle and close the accounts which the said inhabitants 
have with the said estate, and confirm what may be done by the said Boucher, and for 
that purpose, we order the said inhabitants to exhibit to the said Boucher their titles, 
deeds and receipts within fifteen days after the said petition, and these presents, shall 
have been read and published after divine service in the parishes of St. Nicholas and 
St. Joseph in the said seigniory, under penalty of a fine of twenty livres against every 
defaulter, payable to the said parishes and which fines shall be recovered and sued for 
by the church wardens of the said parishes. 

Done at Quebec, the twenty-second of' Novemher, one thousand seven hundred and 
fifteen. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

[Ord. from 1713 to 1720, No.6, Folio 204.] 

Ordinance prohibiting the inlwbitants if the seigni01'y of Neuville from cutting down 
timoer if any description upon the unconceded lands of the said seigniory, under pe­
nalty if ajine if jifty livres against any colttravening parties, payable to the fa­
brique of the said seigniory. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Upon the complaints made to us by the sieUT Dupont, councillQr In the superiol' 
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" f 1 "y of Neuyille that the inhabitants of 
cOllncil of 1 he country, SCl(.!;lJlOr 0 tIe SClgnlOr '1" d h 

, " J and carry away tIe pme an ot er 
tlj(' ';l'i"'lJit)r\', without hIS p('rlll1';~lt)ll, cut own, d h' 'd 

,~ . d f h', ,,' '. wInch h,ls cau~e 1m conS1 er-
timber upon the UllCIJucl,Jed lau s a 1~ ~elgIl101y, " 'd' 1 b' fr 
'Ible ,lam:]lTC anrl]Jrayi.ncr that \\"t' will lll? pka,;cLl to prohIbIt the sal 111 Ia It1ants °lm 
, ,~ , W, ' d d I ds under suc 1 pena ty 
cutting or carryillL; away any tImber upon Ins ~nconce ,e an" , • , h • 
as '\"C' may "nl,,]", and that k:l\'n be gT:l11tCtl hIm to seIze such t1ml~el dS may a,e 

J l , h ,'l' 1 1 't, t, ,-To an which due reo'ard l'C'lJlg had, wehere-heen cut own 1\ t t' ,,11' 111 lU )] dll , , W, 

by j;,rl,i,l the inlH:hit:1I1ts of the said ,-;"j'-illillI"Y of ~euYill,e, til cut any tl~nbC': up 011 the 
ll~conceaca lands of the ':Ji,l sciglJiory of NcuvIlle, under penalt,y of a fine of fifty 

. , . • 11 t the F(/uJ'w/u' Itt the church IIf the lin''',; :Jg'"lll,;t any ('1I1Itr:JY('lllll~'l'arty, pa)a) e 0 1', 

'a .' r ' ' 1'·, Cl'antnd the said ,ieur Dnpont to cause the tImber cut down, sal ,-';('liflll(IJ"V;- .. (',l\!' ;-,!..., ( L "-

without hi" permi';,-;i"ll, t" 'he seized; and our present (~r~linance ~hall. Ill' read and 
plli,1i,1]1',l at the church ,1,",r of th(' saiill':Jri,;h, after dlV1I1e ,:('1'Y1(;e, 111 order that 

i ~li' ,]':11](,,' "I' the same may llilt be l,rl'l('lltlcll. 

1~"J'" :11 C~Ul'l"',,. the ci::;11fL'('lIth ,hy of l),'cl'11l1,l'l'. Ull(' thuuoand eight hundred and 

Eft('c1J. 

BEGON, 

[Onl. of 1713 to 17:!O, Nil, G, Folio 210.] 

(j,.r/ill(fllcr ('lllld"lIIl1ill.!' the illlwUitants if La Clu,/,mti/]rc to gil'c tlteir ron'ie lablYllr, 

il'ill"",1 it uc neccssary to fitrllish tltcmfood and tools 1l-l1cn they 1);ill be requested so 
to rIo, ('.I'I'I1't dllriNg tlil' s('ason for sowing alld harvest time,. and fiHuiddill,!f the 

s('ignioJ's if t!tis colony to i/lsert this elrli/Sf' ill relatio,~ to c07'1'i(' '(d1OlIr in t!wir deeds 
if col/cessil)/I ffl be here{lfter made, on pain r!l7l7l17it!!. 

l\lICilEL BEGON, &(" 

Between Fran<,'oi~ de Chayigny, seignior of the fief and seigniory of La Chevroti0re, 
petitioner, here present, aidctl and a:;,-;i:;tctl by Mr, La Cettiere, his attOTIley, on the 
one part, and Jos('ph and LOllis Chapelain and TIH;n~ze Chaine, widow of the late 
Fr:IlJl,'"is Nan, the "l,ler, ana Fran~ois Kan, the younger, inhabitants of the said 
Hci::;llillry, abo present on the other part, defendants ;-H:lYing, the plaintiff, prayed 
for judgment conformably to the conclusions of hi3 petition, dated the second day of 
October Lbt, and of his summons, dated the twenty-ninth day of the said month, by 
which it has been represented to u:;; that s('Yeral of his inhabitants refuse to gi.ve him 
annually the eoreec labour to which they are subjected by their dee(l~ of concession, 
and by the ordinance of :;\Ir. Randot, dated the fourth day of June, one thousand se­
Yen hundred and ten, by which said last ordinance, on the demand of Mr, Robineau, 
seignior of Port-N euf, agaiIlllt one Marcot, for having refused to procure for himself 
his food, and make use of his tools, while gi,'ing the two days of corric labour, which 
he was obliged to giw every year to the said Mr. Robineau, it \Va~ ordered that the 
said MarGot, and the "ll,,'r inhabitants of Portneuf, should give to ]\fr. Rohineau their 
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«H'vee labour without the seignior should be obliged to procure them food and their 
tools, and by which said ordinance it was ordained that it should extend to Mr. de la 
Chevrotiere, and be binding upon the inhabitants of his seigniory to give him their 
corvee labour in the same manner as is ordered for the inhabitants of Portneuf, and 
inasmuch as the said inhabitants have refhsed to give to the said plaintiff the corvee 
labour which they are bound to give him, and in consequence of which refusal they 
have been sued before the jurisdiction of this city, and inasmuch as judgment has been 
rendered on the 20th February 1714; that whereas the execution of the ordinance of 
Mr. Raudot, and our ordinance of the 22d February last mentioned, are in question, 
the plaintiff be permitted to abandon his said action, and to bring the matter before 
us, praying that the defendants be condemned to give him the corvee labour he is en­
titled to, and to pay costs; and whereas the pretentions of the said defendants are, 
that by the LXXlth article of the Custom of Paris, it is expressly enacted that no 
seignior has a right to compel the inhabitants of his seigniory to go to his banal mill 
or oven, or to give him corvee labour, unless 'he has a valid title to that effect, which 
has been confirmed by several decrees and judgments, praying us to discharge them 
of the said corvee labour, and to forbid the said sieur de la Chevrotiere to exact the 
said corvee labour, unless he can prove a valid title to that effect, conformably to the 
LXXlst article of the Custom of Paris, and to condemn him to damages, interest and 
costs ;-Having heard the parties and having seen the said petition, withdrawing 
the said action of him the said sieur de la Chevrotiere, our ordinance of the said se­
cond October, ordering that the said petition and our ordinance should be served upon 
the parties, to be heard before us on the tenth November next; such service of the 
said petition and ordinance to be made by the oldest captain of militia i-having also 
seen the service thereof to Joseph Chapelain, Thoreze Chai11e, widow of Franyois 
Nau, the elder, and Franyois Nau, the younger, made by Fran~ois Gariepy, the 29th 
October, summoning them to appear before us on the tenth November, to be heard 
and to proceed upon the contents of the said petition; the ordinance of Mr. Raudot, 
dated the 4th June 1710, by which he has enjoined the inhabitants of Portneufto giV8 
to Mr. Robineau their corvee labour, free from all expenses to the seignior, and with­
out being obliged to procure them their food and the necessary tools, and which is de­
clared being common and applicable to Mr. de la Chevrotiere, and obliges the inhabi­
tants of his seigniory to give him their corvee labour in the same manner as it is or­
dered for the inhabitants of Portneuf; our own ordinance of the second February 
1714, by which we have ordered that the ordinance of Mr. Raudot should be executed 
according to its tenor and effect; a deed of concession granted by the plaintiff to the 
said Louis and Joseph Chapelain, executed before Chambalon, the 12th July 1694, by 
which the said Louis and Joseph Chapelain are bound to give every year two days of 
corvee labour each, whenever they are requested 80 to do, save and except during the 
sowing and haIvest season; another deed of concession of a land of three arpents in 
front by forty arpents in depth. granted by the said plaintiff to Franyois N au, the 
elder, executed before Chambalon, nutary aforesaid, at Quebec, the 8th August 1704, 
containing the same clauses and conditions as the deed of the said Cbgpelaiu; another 
deed of concession granted by the said plaintiff to Franyois Nau, the YOWlger, of a 
like extent of ground, executed before the said Ch!llIl.balon, the said 8th August 1704, 

J 
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contll-ininO" the same clauses and conditions as those of the said Chapelain. and Nau, 
the elder 7 a petition preHcnted by the said Joseph Chapelain to the sienr Dartigny, 
intrusted with the office of 1il'ltfcnant-particulier within the jurisdiction of the prf!VQt, 
of Quebec, his ordinance at tIll' bottom thereof, dated the 9th November 1714, by 
which for the matters and things contained in the said petition, the acti(tn brought by 
the said sieur de b Chevrotiere against the said Chapelain, is dismissed with costs; 
,mother petition presented to the said sieur Dartigny by the said sieur de la Chevro­
tiere, his ordinance at the bottom thereof, dated the :20th instant, by which for the mat­
ters and things therein contained, the said de la ChevmtiJre is admitted as a party 
opposing the jutl'jnwnt relldered on the 9th November 17H, and by reason thereof the 
said de h Chcvl'OLi"re is sent before 1l~, ina~llluch as the ('x('cution of the ordinances 
by 1\11'. RaUtlot a1](l by us is concemed, and hayi.ng takC'n tlle whole into our consider. 
ation, we ao hereby declare that the ordinance rendered by Mr. Raudot, the 4th June 
1710, and the ordinance by us rendered, the 2nd February 1714, shall be executed ac­
cording to their tenor and effect, and thereupon we do herehy condemn the defendants 
to giye to the plaintiff tlleir coTtle labour, free from all expenses to the seignior, and 
withuut he be obliged to procure them their food awl the necessary tools, whenever 
they shall ],e re'juC':<teJ so to do by the said plaintiff, saye and except during sowing 
and harvest season; we do herel)y forbid the said sieur de la Chevrotiere and other 
seigniors ~f this colony to ~ntroducc in the deeds of concession they will grant hereaf­
ter, the smd clause of eon'( e labour, on pain of nullity: and this ordinance shall be no­
tified to the said defendants by the olclL':it officer of militia of the place. 

Done at Quehec, the 22<1 January 1716. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

[Ord. of 1713 to 1720, ?\o. 6, Folio 220.J 

Ordinc:nee wltich c01l~em.ns the inhabitants if tIle sciglliory if Demaure to e-:r:ltibit to tke 
s/cllr Aubert, sClgnlOr if Demaure aforesaid, tlle titles and deeds by virtue q/ wl. . ~ 
tllcy kold tll:u'lands, or their locatioil ticket.y, in order thot he may gire tl.em ti~C 
mil/out a~dll1g thereto any /lew. ckarges, and u'hich condemns them al,9O to carry tk~~ 
gram to tile mill qf the SOld sezgnior!). 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Fran~ois Aubert. Esquire. seignior of Demaure ki' . 
council of this ~ountry heir to the lat' D ' ~g s counct!Ior of the superior 

, e SlOur emaure 1 I' l"f' " 
said seigniory, and assignee of the sieurs Aube .' n 11S 1 e tl.me selgmor of the 
us that the owners of the said 'seigni h ~ hiS brothers, haVIng represented to 
dot, then intendants in this country 07 a;l~ ap~le~ to ~eS8rs. de Bouttroue and Rail­
pay the cens et rentes which th ' 1!. 

0 
0
1 

1ge . e mhabltants of the said seigru' 0"'" to 
, ey owe lor ands p d b h' . -J 

~~ ~o ElXbibit to the seignior copy of their ~= y t. em In the s81d seigniorr, 
ooneesston, and to o'blige those 
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whO' have mere-locati~, tickets, to tak-e deeilit,of concession; and that a pOl'tion- of the 
said inhabitants neglected to do so, although the smd sieur Aubert, since he- is in posses­
sion of the said seigniory, has notified and required the said inhabitants, at the church 
door, after divine service, to come and settle their accounts witH bim, alid pay the ar­
rears of cens et rentes they owe, by vil'tue of their deeds of concession; :requesting us, 
{the said sieur Aubert,) as recent proprietor of the seigniory, to condemn the said in­
habitants to exhibit their titles and deeds of concession, and the location tickets they 
have obtained from the late sieur Demaure, in order that deeds of concession may be 
prepareq in accordance with the same; that such of the inhabitants who have ne­
glected to furnish to the sieur Demaure copy of their deeds of cOllcession be COll­
<:lemned to do so in favor of the said sieur Aubert, also to exhibit the last receipts 
they. have obtained from the late sieur Demaure, that their accounts may be settled 
and- adjusted, and further to pay the arrears of cens et rerdes and lods et rcntes, muta­
tation fines, due by any of the said inhabitants, by reason of any deed of purchase or 
exchange; to condemn the said inhabitants to carry their grain to the mill of the said 
seigniory :-Having seen the ordinance of Mr. de Bouteroue, dated the 14th January 
1669, by which the inhabitants have been condemned to pay, within eight days of the 
date thereof, the cens et rentes arid other dues, and to exhibit their deeds of concession 
to the sieur Demaure; another ordinance rendered by Mr. Raudot, dated the 22d 
September 1707, by which the inhabitants of the said seigniory have been condem­
ned to take deeds of concession in acco:'uance with their location tickets, within six 
months from the publication of the said ordinance, and to reside upon the lands gTant­
ed to them, within one year of the said publication, iIi default whereof the said con­
cessions shall be de plano re-united to the old domain of the said seigniory, and which 
condemns the said inhabitants to pay the arrears they owe since the day they have ob­
tained their concessions, the said ordinance published at the church door, after divine 
8ervic~ of the forenoon, in the parish of St. Augustin, and after vesper in the seig­
niory of NeufYilIe, by Oger, a bailiff, Sunday the 9th October 1707; another ordin~ 
ance rendered by lVIr. Raudot, dated the lst October, by which he orders that the in­
habitants of the said seigniory who shall refuse to pay their rents may be seized and' 

executed. 

We do hereby condemn the said inhabitants of the seigniory of'Demaure to exhibit 
to the sieur Aubert,.the titles and deeds by virtile of which they hold their lands, and­
those who have -none, to exhibit the location tickets they have obtained from the late 
sieur Demaura, in order that the sieur Aubert may give them deeds, with the clauses 
and conditions.contained in the old ones, without increasing the charges; to give to 
the siem Aubert-c0py in due form of their deeds of concession, irthey have not al­
ready done so; to exhibit to·the said sieur Aubert the receipts they have obtained' 
from the late sieur Demaure, for een:; et rentcs due upon their said lands, in order thaf 
their accounts may be settled.and adjusted, and that they be made to pay to the said' 
sieur Aubert what remains due as arrears, within fifteen days of the da.te of publica­
tion o[.·thilO Ollr ordinance; we do hereby further condemn the said inhabitants to 
carry,their grain-to the mill of·the said seigniol'Y; and it-is further, by us, ordained 
that this ,o:rdinanee shall be published at the church door of.' the parish Qfthe said seig-
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h 
r the first ensuing Sunday or festival, 80 

niory, after divine service in t. e lorenoon, on 
that none may be ignorant of Its contents. 

Done at Quebec, the 15th February 1716. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

fOrd. of 1713 to 1720, No.6, Folio 231.] 

Ordinance by u,hich the inhabitants if the seigniory if!'a ?hevrotiere are exempted 
from corvee labour infavor if their seignior, by paywg lu"!' twenty sols a year.(rr: 
each concession if three arpents in front, by forty arpents w depth, on St. Mart~711 
day. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Having seen the petition presented by Henry Gennain, Simon Arcan, Jean Arcan, 
inh:1bitants of the seirrniory of La C1evrotiere, acting as well for themselves as for 
Joseph and Loui, Ch~pelain, Thereze ChaiJle, ,,~dow of the late Fran~ois Nau and 
other inhabitant3 of the said seigHiory, by which they have given us to understand 
that, by our ordinance of tlle 22J January lact, rendered between Mr. de la Chevro­
tiere, proprietor of the said seigniory, and the said J o,;eph and Louis Chapelain, the 
said widow ~au and Fran,;ois Xau, we have condemned them to give to the said de 
la Chevrotiere tllcil' cOT/',:e labour, free from all expense to the seignior and without 
he be obliged to prO\~de them ,,-ith food and the necessary tools, whenever they shall 
be requested so to du, by the said 1\Ir. de L:t Chevrotiere, save and except during sow­
ing and h:1n'est seasons, with prohibition, however, to the said Mr. de la Chevrotiere 
and other seigniors of this colony to insert, in future, in their deeds of concession 
clauses relative to corvee labour, on pain of nullity, which said ordinance was by us 
rendered conformably to an ordinance of Mr. Raudot of the 4th June 1710, by which, 
upon the complaint of Mr. Robineau, seignior of Portneufagainst one Marcot, by rea­
son of his refusal to provide his own food and necessary tools during the days of cor­
vee labour he was obliged to give every year to the said Mr. Robineau, free from all 
expense to the said Mr. Robineau, and without he should be obliged to provide for 
their food and necessary tools, and which is made common and applicable to the inha­
bitants of l'IIr. de Ia Chevrotiere, and ordering thereupon the said inhabitants to give 
him their corree labour, in the same manner as was settled and ordered for the inha­
bitants of Portneuf, at the bottom of which ordinance is our own of the 2nd February 
171-1, by which we have ordained that the ordinance of l\1r. Raudot shall be executed 
according to its tenor and effect j that the said sieur de la Chevrotiere having sued 
them before the pre vOte of this city, by reason of the said carvee labour, a judgment 
was therein rendered the 9th Noyember 1714, by which the action of the said sieur 
de la C'levrotiere was dismissed VI'ith costs; upon which the said sieur de la Chevro­
tithe did apply to us the 2nd October last, and our ordinance of the 22d January last 
"a8 rendered, which said ordinance the said Germain and Arcan, .the elder and the youn· 
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ger do request us to be allowed to oppose, as also the ordinance of Mr. Raudot of the 
4th June 1710, inasmuch as the former was rendered without being prayed for by the 
said sieur de la Chevrotiere, and without the said inhabitants having had an opportunity 
of being heard upon its contents, and the latter also for the reason last above mentioned, 
and further because the said sieur de la Chevrotiere has failed to comply with the said 
ordinances, by the action he has brought against them before the prevote, upon which 
was rendered the judgment of the 9th October 1714; and inasmuch also as the ordi­
nance of Mr. Dartigny of the 20th J anual-Y last, by which the said sieur de la Che­
vrotiere was pennitted to oppose the judgment of the said 9th November, and sent to 
proceed before us, never was served upon them, the inhabitants, who however, do give 
their consent, to put an end to all litigation, to pay to the sieur de la Chevrotiere, as 
an equivalent for the said corvee labour, twenty sols for each lot of land of three ar­
pents in front by forty arpents in depth, to be paid every year on St. Martin's day; 
seeing also our ordinances of this day, in the forenoon, at the bottom of the said peti­
tion, summoning the parties to appear before us at two of the clock in the afternoon, 
to be heard upon the said petition, inasmuch as the said sieur de la Chevrotiere is now 
in town ;-Having heard the said sieur de la Chevrotiere, who has declared to us that, 
to avoid any contestation with his said inhabitants, and although they show no good 
and sufficient reasons to maintain their opposition, he is willing to accept of their of­
fers, praying us, they the said inhabitants, and the said sieur de la Chevrotiere, to 
grant them acte of their offers and acceptation thereof respectively :-Wherefore, we 
do hereby grant acte to the said inhabitants and the said sieur de la Chevrotiere of the 
said offers and acceptation, and thereupon, notwithstanding our ordinances of the 2nd 
February 1714 and 22d January last, we do hereby order and command that all the 
inhabitants of the said seigniory shall pay in future, as an equivalent for the said cor­
vee labour, twenty sols every year, for each lot of land of three arpents in front by for­
ty arpents in depth, the payment to be made on St. Martin's day next, and shall 60 

continue in future, by reason of which we do hereby exempt the said inhabitants from 
the obligation of giving the said COl'Vee labour. 

Done at Quebec, the 15th March 1716. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

[Ord. from 1713 to 1720, No.6, Folio 237.J 

Ordinance whichforbids any person frmn tapping maple tree.J upon the domain 0/ the 
seigniory 0/ BelleclULSse and tlte unconceded lands if the said seignimy, upon pe1lal­
ty 0/ 10 livrea. 

MIGHEL BEGON, &c. 

Upon the complaint made unto us by the sieur Rigauville, seignioroC Bellechae8e, 
that many inhabitants, without his knowledge, enter every spring upon the unconceded 
lands of the said seigniory, and even upon those of his domain, to tap the maple trees 
thereon and make sugar, which destroys the said tree!!, by C.auBini the eam. to dry ana. 



decay in the !'oftace of two or three years, and which causes a gr~at iIy~ ~ hi~ the., 
'd '. de I" '11 pl~yincy that we may be pleased to forbId the salcllllhabitanta Sal Steur . 1.1gaUYl e, u 0 '. 

tapping the said'trees in future, upon such penalties as ~e shall thmk proper to ImpoB~: 
\Vhere.fore, we do hereby forbid all persons from tapplllg maple trees upon the dom.am. 
of Bellochasse and the unconceded lands of the seigniory, for the purpose of makIng 

• ill' st the contrayenin cy parties of payinO" a fine of ten heres to the &uc::nr , on palU aga 0 , 0 

church of the parish of the said Reigniory; and tIllS ordinance shan be read and pub­
lished in the said pari~h, aftor divine ;;el'Vice in the forenoon, w that none may be 19nO. 

r-llflt of it,; eOlltent.'. 

Done at Quebec, this 20th March 1716. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

lOrd. of 1713 to 1720, No.6, Folio 247.] 

ONlillai/Ce ,fh,icf. cOIulnn-ns the inlwbitants if C7wTllplain, to carry the grain for tke 8ft1Ji. 

tello.1/('C (1' t7u;ir families to tke mill if t7te sa·id s('igJlior.l/ and to pay. to' tIle scignjqr 
tl/l!, droit de 11wu,tll·re,for s1/,ch grain as tkey will take elsewhere. 

l\l!CIlEL BEiGON, &c. 

Upon the complaint made unto us by Madame de Cabanac, that many of the- inh!r­
bitants of the seigniory of Champlain refuse to take their grain to the mill of the said­
seigniory, to be ground there, although they are bound so to do by their deeds of corr. 
ces;iott, praying that we may be pleased to condemn the said inhabitants so to do, and; 
to pay the droit demrndure for such other grain, which being intended for the' susten" 
ance of their- family, they may cause to be ground in othe!' mills than that of the said 
seigniory, and to pay such fine as we may think proper to impose. 

\\Therefore, we do hereby condemn the said inhabitants to take to the mill of the 
!laid seigBi~, the grain intended for the consumption and sustenance of their family, 
to be ground there, on pain of paying a fine of ten hues to the church of the parish of 
the said seigniory, and also to pay to the said- Madame de Cabanac the droit de 77WU­
lure for such grain as they will cause to be ground at any other min; and this ordinance 
shall be read and published in the said parish, after divine sen;ce in the forenoon, 80 

that none may- be. igJlorant of its contents. 

Done at Quebec, thie 27th May 1716. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



71' 

fOrd. of 1720, No.7, A. Folig 20.] 

Ordmance by which Nicolas Bissonnet is admitted to oppose tke execution if.the (Jrdi:n­
ance 0/ Mr. Raudot, if the 2nd July 1707. and that provisiQluzlly he iJe bound t(l 

pay one bushel and a half qf wheatfor Tent, tlte seignioriai «'lites, (};1/,£ one day'g 
work upon the common. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Nicolas Bissonnet, one of the inhabitants of Vercheres, havin{j appeated before lli, 
and having represented to Uti, that on the 25th June 1717, he obtained from Mr. Rau­
!lot, our predecessor, an ordinance by which Madame Vercheres Was ordered to grant 
him a deed of concession upon the conditions contained in the location ticket he had 
obtained from the late sienr de Vercheres, her husband, dated the 4th July 1686, ftC>­

cording to which he is not bound to pay more for his land of three arpents in front. 
by thirty arpents in depth, than a bushel and a half of wheat, the seigniorial dues, and 
one day's work upon the common; and more particularly that the said Madame de 
Vercheres, without his knowledge, has obtained another ordinance of the said Mr. 
Randot, dated the 2nd July 1707, by which she has obtained that he should par 
for the said land of three arpentB in front by thirty arpents in depth, four livres and ten 
80ls, and one bushel and a half of wheat, every year, which said ordinance the Mid 
Madame de Vercheres has never caused to be notified to him, and which only came tohis 
knowledge in the month of July 1719, when the said Madame de Verclulres obtained 
ajudgment to the same effect, in the jurisdiction of this city; praying that in1l5mllch 811 

the ordinance last mentioned was rendered at the request of the said Madame de Vet. 
cheres, without his having had an opportunity of being heard, we may be pleased til> 

admit him as an opposant against the execution of the said ordinance, and to order tM!;. 
conformably to the .location ticket of the said late §ieur de Vetcheres, he be merelt 
bound to pay one bushel and a half of wheat for rent, every year, the seigniorial duell, 
and the day's work upon the common, as was ordered by the said ordinaace of the B6\h 
June 1707 ;-Wherefore, we do hereby admit the said Bissonnet as an OppoSMit agaillst 
the execution of the ordinance of Mr. Raudot, dated the 2nd July 1707, and w~ d4 
hereby ordain provisionally that the said Bissonnet do only pay, conformably to tho 
location ticket of the sieu1' de Vercheres, one bushel and a half of wheat for tent, the 
seigniorial dues and one day's work upon the common; and we do hereby fotbid th6 
said Madame de Vercheres to require more;-Whereupon the pal"ties sh~n a.ppeltr 
before us the 18th September next. 

Done at Montreal, in our residence, this third day of July one thousand seven 
hundred and twenty. 

(Signed) 
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fOrd. of 1720, No.7, A. Folio 22.] 

Ordinance wlw:h obliges the aieur Neveu to grant and conce~e to Gene1Jieve Ayot, ~ OJ 
Jean Turcot, another lot if land in lieu if that belongzng to her: and bu~onf w~ZCh ~ 
has e8tablished his ilomain, and to give her gratuitously the proces-ver a ° t e sa 

land. 

MTCHF.L BEGON, &c. 

The sieur Neveu, proprietor of the seigniory of D~~tre, Jean ~urc~t, on~ 01 the 
inhabitants of the island called St. Ignace, and GeneVIeve Ayot, hIS wIfe, wIdow of 
one Berard dit Lepine, acting as well in her own name as in the name of her children, 
issue of her marriaD'e with the said Lepine, having appeared before us, upon the 
summons of the said sieur Neveu, served upon the said Turcot and his wife and her 
children, by Perrin, a bailiff, the first day of this month, in virtue of our ~rdi~ance of 
the 26th June last, at the bottom of the petition presented to us by the saId sleur Ne­
veu, the day last aforesaid j and the said sieur Neveu having represented to us .that ~e 
has acquired the said sf'igniory by judicial sale j that having found upon the sald seig 
niory no domain nor any other settlement, (the inhabitants who had taken concessions 
having left since fifteen or sixteen years,) he did apply to Mr. Raudot, our predecessor, 
who rendered an ordinance which he has brought before us, dated the 3rd March 1711, 
by which it is ordered that the inhabitants to whom concessions have been made in the 
said seigniory and,their assigns shall reside thereon within six months from the day of 
notification of the said ordinance, and ill default of so doing within the said period, 
that the said lands be re-united to the domain of the said seigniory, authorizing the 
said sieur Neveu to dispose of the same in favor of whom he may think fit, declaring 
the said concessions he may so grant good and valid as if the said lands had never be­
fore been conceded j that on the Sunday, 22cl ?II arch 1711, he has caused to be pub­
lished and posted up the said ordinance in this city, after divine service in the fore­
noon, that none may be ignorant of its contents j that having heard since that the said 
Berard dit Lepine had possessed a land in the said seigniory, that he had died since 
he had left it, and that his \vidow had married again with the said Jean Turcot, then 
of Charlesbourg, he had caused to be served and delivered to him, in person, copy of 
the said ordinance of the 7th April 1713, with a request to reside upon the land of 
the said Lepine, in default whereof the said land should be re-united to the domain of 
the said seigniory, in conformity with the said ordinance j that on the 29th January 
1713, there was published and posted up in this city a decree of the King's Council, 
(Con.!ei1 d'Etat,) ordering all those who were possessed of seigniorial properties, 
upon which there was no domain in a state of cultivation, and upon which no inhabi­
tants had settled, to put them in a state of cultivation and to cause inhabitants to settle 
thereupon, within R year from the day of the publication of the said decree, in de­
~ where~f, after the said lapse of time, it was die will of His Majesty that the 
88ld ~ropertles should be re-united to his domain; that to avoid being exposed to this 
~-~0Il and to comply with the intentions of His Majesty, he was obliged at the be­
gmwng of the year 1714 to cause 8. domain to be cleared and established, and none 
elf dt. old ~ Ravifti' appeared, he hM made choice of the mOflt convel}ient place 
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to erect a grist mill; that he began by the erection of such a building, as being the 
most efficacious to induce the inhabitants to settle in the said seigniory, that having 
found a place where pine was in abundance, he has erected a saw-mill and other 
buildings, and made extensive clearings, the whole amounting together to the sum of 
forty thousand livres; that the facilities afforded by his mills have in fact induced a 
large number of inhabitants to settle in the said seigniory; that he has enjoyed his 
improvements until the fall of 1718, when having placed a farmer upon his domain, 
the said Turcot, his wife, and the children of her marriage with the said Lepine came 
thereto, and having borrowed ploughs, they ploughed, against the will of his farmer, 
a certain extent of land of his said domain, pretending that it formed part of the 
concession made to the said Lepine and by him abandoned; that in the spring of last 
year they gathered on the same spot, with force and arms, to sow the same, notwith­
standing the prohibition made by the lieutenant of this city to do any work on the said 
land; that it is not his intention to sue fbr these trespasses, and that he would give 
them willingly the lands abandoned by the said Lepine, if things were still as they 
originally were, but that having established his domain upon the same, after a reu­
nion thereto, and having spent thereon a great portion of his fortune, he iH entirely 
prevented from doing so, but nevertheless, to show his good disposition to render them 
justice to a greater extent than they are entitled to, he is ready and willing to give 
them, in lieu of the concession of two arpents in front by forty arpents in depth, gi­
ven to the said Lepine, another concession of three arpents in front by twenty ar­
pents in depth, upon the same charges and conditions as those imposed upon lands of 
a like extent, such cOllcession to be bounded in front by the river St. Lawrence, in rear 
by the unconceded lands, on the north-east side by one Bonin, and on the south side 
by one Glatus, of which said boundaries he will give them a proces-arbal gratuitously, 
when he shall give them possession of the premises, provided they take from him a 
deed of concession; and the said sieur Neveu further offers to cause to be cleared 
upon the said land a certain extent of ground, ready to be ploughed, and sufficient to 
receive the sowing of eleven bushels, to cause this clearing to be begun in the month 
of September next, to continue the same with as many hands as pos~ible, and to de­
mand no rents for the said concession during ten years ii-om the day that the said 
clearing shall be by him put in a state to be cultivated; and that as to the other two 
concessions of two arpents in front each, purchased by the said Lepine, he is willing 
to reimburse the purchase money, amounting to ninety livres i-Praying that if the 
said Turcot and his wife, in her said quality, accept of the said offers, we may be 
pleased, in case of need, to confirm the re-union of the lands abandoned by the said 
Lepine to the domain of the said seigniory, which said offers the said Turcot and wife, 
acting as aforesaid, have accepted and have then and there, in our presence delivered 
to the said sieur Neveu the deeds of the said three concessions abandoned as afore­
said by the said Lepine; and having seen the said deeds of concession, the first dated 
6th May 1674, being a coucession to the said Lepine of two arpents in front by forty 
in depth, bounded on one side by the lands of Adrien Betoume 011 the north-east, and 
by the lands of Jean Goullard on the south-west; the second, dated on the day last 
above mentioned, being a concessiCll1 to the said Betourne of two arpents in front by 
farty arpcnts in depth, bounded 011 the south-west side by the said Lepine; the third. 

K 
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.• f the 'lth May }138.', heine; a sale to the said Lepine of tl](' concession of the Raid B!l. 
toume; the fimrth, of the Ijth l\hy 1676, bein~ a CO))cf':,,,ion to the said Jean Uoullard 

of twu arp"llt< in front hy forty in depth, that th~ ":Jill Ay",t st:l~l': .to llave Lcell pur­
ch<lscll by the ~~ia Lepine, lmt of which the saId deed ut aC(lUJ~ltlOn has been (It.;~-

troyed by fire. 

The petition presented to us by the said Ayflt and Jean Fran~ois Berard elit Le­
pine, her son, acting as well for himself a~ for his Lrothers and ~ister", l'ra ying, fur the 
cau~es, nwtll'r~ aml thil1~·.3 therein ~t<ltell, that we may he plea~ed to order the said 
~icllr N en'u t., snnender- to them the po:<session of the s:,id lands, at the bottom where­
O!" i,; our onlinance of the 21st August 1719, calling llpon the parties to appear before 
U', to be heanl on the 2nd October then noxt, at tWll of the duck in the afternoon; the 
the senice of the said petitiOll and ordinance; the summons to appear served upon 
the said N cven on the 3rd September then ncxt; seeing also the l:mid petition of the said 
siern' N OHm, presented to us the 30th June last, our ordinance of the same day and 
year last afuresaid,. ordering the said Neveu to summon the said Turcot, and his wife 
und the children of the said late Lepine to appeal' before us ;-

"\Ve haye granted ([etc to the said N eyeu of his offers, and to the said Turcot and 
his wir" of their acceptation thereof; and we do hereby onlaiu that in lieu of the con. 
ce.",ion of two arpents in front by fotty ill depth granted to the said late Lepine in the 
said seigniory, the suid K eveu shall grant another concession bounded as above stated 
of three arpents in front by twenty arpents in depth, subject to the same charges and 
c. '}lllitions a.'l tho 'e imposed upon lando! of a like extent, the prorh-l·crbal of the bounda 
ries of which land the said "icUl' Neveu shall give them gratuitously, when he shall put 
them in pnsses,·jon of the same as he has agreed to ell J, and shall execute a deed in favor 
of the said ;\Y(lt and of her children issue of her marriage with the said Lepine, for 
their portions rC'i"'ctiYcly, which deed they shall be bound to accept, upon which land 
the said K eveu ,Lall begin to make a clearing in the month of September next, and 
shall continue tIle same with as many hands as possible, until there is a clearing ready 
fur the l)li,cl:;h and :'l~jrcicnt to receive the sowill~ of elc'-(,11 bu-Jld" of !1Tain; that the 
said )\YI,t and her children "h~l1 pay no rent for the said lanel during ten °years from the 
Ll~1Y tha: the said clearing shall be terminated and shall have been put by the said sieur 
~ eYcu III a sLll<:- t~ be sown; and that in relation to the said conce:,,,inns of two arpents 
JIl fl:ont: Iy f< IrtY.1ll d.ept.h, acquired from the said B8tourne and Goullard by the said 
L~pllle III the smd "(,l?U()ry: the said Neveu shall reimburRe to the said Ayot and her 
chIldren, the sum ~f I1lnety Innes for the purchase moncy of the said lots, according to 
the parts and portIOns of and belonging to each and everyone of them rcsl'c('tively, 
a~d thereupon IVe do hereby, if need there bc, re-unite to the domDin of the said scig­
mory the thr<,e ~an~s and cnn('e'~ions abandoned by the said late Lepine, to be tli'l")s. 
ed of Ly the saId ~ eveu as IlL' may think fit. 

Done at our residence, in Montreal, the 3rd July 1720. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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lOrd. from 1720 to 1721, No.7, B. Folio 11.] 

Or<linance wkich recalls an ordinance qf Mr. Raimbault, and ~/)lLiclL directs tltat anotltct 
if Bir. Raudot qf lIte 2nd July 1707 8lLall be executed according to its tenor a~n,l 
Ijfect, an{Z tlwt in consequence tlte siclfT Bissonnet will be boulUZ to pay to BIr. de 
Verclulres the cens et rcntcs in conformity w.lth llis location ticket '?f tile fourth qf 
July 1685. 

MICIIEL BEGON, &c. 

Nicolas Bissonnet, one of the inhabitants of Vercheres, and Mae. de Vercheres, 
having this day appeared before U3, and the said Bissonnet haying brought before u, our 
orJinance of the 31'd July last, by which, for the matter8 and things therein contained, 
we have admitted him as an opposant 8gainst the execution of the onlinance of Mr. 
Raudot, our predecessor, Jated the 2nd July 1707, rendered against him in favor of 
Mde. de Vercheres, and by which we have ordered prov-i~ionaIJy that he will only pay 
one bushel and a lmlf of wheat for the rent of his land in the said seigniory, the seig­
niorial dues aJl(l the dn,y's ,york upon the common, in conformity with the location 
ticket he has obtained £i'om the late sieur de Vercheres forbidding Mlle. de Verchores 
to do any thing' to tho contrary, and by which saiJ onlinailce the parties are ordered 
to appear before us on the 15th of the present month; and the said i\Ue. de Verche­
res having also stated to us, that in obedience to our saill ordinance she has appeared 
to demand the dismissal of the opposition of the said Dj~~Olmct again,t th0 execution 
of the said ordinance of Mr. Raudot, and to request the execution thereof, as also the 
execution of a previous ordinance by him rendered the 6th June 1706; after haying 
heard the said Bissonnet, inasmuch as the sieur Raudot, hy his said ordinances, 1m3 
ordained amongst other things, as follows, to wit; by the fonner, that the said Bisson­
net shall take a deed of concession subject to the charges and conllitiollS contained in 
his said location ticket, and as to the charges and conditions omitted, such charges and 
conditions should he the same as those contained in the ,leclb of conce,sion grantell to 
the other inhabitants; amI by the latter, that the said Bissonllct should pay her for 
three arpents in front by thirty in depth, being the extent of his land, the sum of four 
livrL's and ten sols every year, on St. Martin's day, besides a hushel and a half of wheat 
a year, notwithstanding what was ordered by another ordinance in favor of the said 
Bissonnet, ordering him to take a deed of concession, which said ordinances, together 
with a deed of concession granted by her to the said Bissonnet, and executed before 
Adhcmar, royal notary, at Montreal, the 25th June 170J, she has produced before us, 
together with a judgment rendered between her and the said Bissonnet, in the royal 
juri "diction of Montreal, the 18th July 1719, which judgment in conformity with the 
said ordinanc8s, condemns the said Bissonnet to pay her the arrears of ails et rcntcs of 
his land, at the rate of four liVl'cs and ten sols, and one bushel and a half of wheat, 
eyery year: 

And the said Bissonnet haYing answered, that in conformity with a location ticket 
granted hy the said late Mr. de Verchures to Andre Berzat, whom he repre"ellts, dated 
the 4th July, 1685, he the said Bissonnet is merely obliged to pay for th~ said three ar-
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f 1 d
· f. tb thirty in depth one bushel and a half of wheat every year, 

!)cnls 0 an m Ion y' . . . .,. 1 d .'.' ,vork upon the common, and to help m erectmg a May-
the sClgmona ues, a ua) s . ' I 

h h 
. J 1\'1,' d Vercheres in the year 1707, haVIng refused to gIve h in 

pole; t at t e salU l' ue. e 
. 'f, fi . f rent ,vllich he owed her, at the rate of one bushel and a half 

a receIpt or \ e years 0 . , 
of wheat CYCry year, her pretentions being that he was bound to ~ay her three bushels 

f 1 
. . d d a 11a"" he the said Bissonnet was oblIged to apply to the 

o 'v leat llIc ten one an li, • 
. l' R d t \,'110 J'elldered his ordinance of the 25th June ot the same year, by 

saIl Sleur au 0 , . 

1
. h . 1.1 that the said Mde de Vercheres should execute a deed m favor 

'v llC It was on ereu . 

f h 
'd n' t u del' tile tel'ms and conditions contained in the location ticket 

'() t c sal l;.;:-;rl1lllC' n 

f tl 
,'d I te '\[r' "e V ercheres and should a1ve him a receipt for the said five years o 10 sal a , . u , b-

"f rent, in default whereof, the said orlllnance should be equivalent to such receipt j 
that consequently under the terms of the said location ticket and of the said ordinance. 
he is not bound to pay to the said Mde. de Vercheres four {lacs and ten sols of cens ct 

rcnlcs ('Ycry year, but merely one bushel and a half of wheat, ~herefore he c~nclu~es 
that, taking into consideration his opposition against the executIOn of the SaId ordin­
ance of the said second July 1707, we be pleased to exempt him from the payment of 

the said four hues and ten sols of eens et Tel/ies. 

Ami the said :'11,10, de Vercheres haYing replied that the said Bissonnet cannot take 
adyantage of the location ticket granted by the sieur de Vercheres, nor of the ordin· 
ance uf ]I.1r. Raudot, rendered in his favor the twenty-fifth June 1707, to avuid the 
paymcnt of the said four lieres and tcn sols of eens ct rades, inasmuch as by the deed of 
t:I>rJ('c,;,..;iOll which she has granted to him for the lanel in question, executed before the 
said Arl'hclmr, tl10 25th June 1704, and which she is ready to deliver to him, he binds 
and fJbJi,~'es himself to pay the said eens rt rentes, inasmuch as the said ordinance of 
J\Ir. Raudot, posterior to the one he has produced, condemns him to the payment of 
the said four iiues anrl tcn sols of eens ct rcntcs, and to take a copy of the said deed 
of concession, notwithstanding the tenns of the ordinance rendered in his favor and 
1,y him produccd; and thereupon having seen the said location ticket granted to An­
dre Berzat, the deed of conccssion granted by the said Mde. de Vercheres to Bisson­
net, the ordinances of \\Ir. Raudot, together with a judgment rendered in the royal ju­
risdiction of Montreal, as above mentioned. 

,\r e haye annulled and reyersed, and \ye do annul and reverse the judgmcnt of 
t~le sieur Raironbault, inasmuch as he had no power to take cognizance of the execu' 
tlOn ~f the ord.inan~es rendered by Mr. Raudot therein mentioned, and we do hereby 
ordam that the ordmance of \\II'. Raudot of the 2nd July 1707, shaH be executed ac­
cording tOr its t~nor and ~ffe~t,. and thereupon that the said Bissonnet shall pay to 
\\Ide: de ", ercheres th~ sel,~lOnal eens et rentOJ for the land he is possessed of, in con­
formlt! WIth the locatIOn tl~ket of the sieur de \r ercheres, dated the 4th July 1615, 
an~ With a deed of conceSSIOn granted to him, Bissonnet, by the said Mde. de Vel'­
cheres, ('xC'cllt",1 bcf"rr~ Adhemar, llutory, at J.\lontreal, the 25th June 1785 ·-and \\'0 

do :lCreby prohibit all justices from hearing any caUses relating to the exec~tion of the 
orJI~ances rcnder~c1 hy our predecessors awl by us, declaring nun, by these presents, 
the Judgments winch the), may render in relation to the execution of the said ordinan­
ce:', and declaring aloo the jU,.'.iccs who shall have rcndered such juc1gm~nts respon-



77 

l:ll'ble in'thell" own name for the costs which shall have been incurred in such prooeed­
ings; and this ordinance shall be enregistered in the office of the jurisdiction of Mon­
treal, upon the request of the king's attorney there, who shall transmit to us, within 
'One mOLlth~ a certificate of such enregistration. 

Dated at Quebec, the 14th September 1720. 

(Signed) BEGaN. 

[Ord. from 1720 to 1721, No.7, B, Folio 107.J 

Ordinance which condemns the Sieur Joseph Amiot, Scignior of Vincelotte, to came 
the boundary lines of the lands which he has promised by location tickets to thc 
Inhabitants r:if his seigniory, to be drawn, and to execute in their favor deeds of 
concession, witlwut any other charges but tlwse of annual rents or quit-rents 
(redevances), and under tlw condition mentioned in these presents. 

-MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Between Jean Fournier, the younger, Joseph Langlois, Ambroise Fournier and 
Thomas Caoiiet, inhal)itants of the place called the Bras de St. Nicholas, in the sei­
gniory of Vincelotte, plaintiffs by petition, of the third april last, presented by the 
said Jean:Fournier and Caoiiet, of the one part; and Joseph Amiot, seigniur ofVin­
celotte aforesaid, personally appearing, defendant, of the other part. 

The plaintiff~ aforesaid having demanded the conclusions of their petitIOn, the 
'defendant fyled before us dilatory pleas (fins dilatoires), praying, for the reasons 
therein contained, that we should be pleased to permit him to withdraw immediately, 
and that we should send the proceeding in question before the natural judge of the 
parties, where the judicial forms oflitigation would be observed, inasmuch as we have 
given our opinion upon the matter in contestation in the presence of witnesses; where­
fore, considering that since the ninth of April last, when the defendant was summoned 
to appear, he has had sufficient time to prepare his defence and to appoint an attorney 
to act in his name, that the contestation bears merely upon the execution of the decree 
of the King's Council of the 6th July 1711, in relation to which jurisdiction is given 
to no other judges but ourselves, inasmuch as His Majesty therein commands the 
governor, lieutenant general in this country and ourselves to concede or grant the land." 
in his name, in ease the seigniors should refuse so to do, and to concede them for 
annual rents or charges, quit-rents Cd titre de rcdcmnce), ond \vithout requiring the 
payment of any sum of money, and inasmuch as we have only stated to the defendant 
that we should not permit him, nor any other s€igniors, to levy or impose any other 
dues or rights than those of annual rents or charges (nxlemnccs), permitted by the 
said decree, in consequence of our orders to have the same strictly enforced. 

W c hs\"e dismissed and \\"c do hereby dismiss the dilatory pleas (fill$ diiatoires) of 
the said defendant, as also .he et'ocation by him prayed for, and we declarc his reasons 
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, .' , t d inadmissible aud in consequence we order the of recusatIOn lmpertmen an ' , 1,1 1 : t instanter and condemn the defendant to a fine of 50 Partles t() p e(lU to t w mell 8 , ' "ff' d h 'J , 11 ] If t tl e KinfT and the other half to the plamtlnd, an t e Sal lll"rcs, pnya) cone 1a 0 1 ,.,' , ',1' 

1 
'1' ,'tl d' 'n ancl having Tf'fusecl to plead as aforesaId, the salU plam-defent ant mVln fT " I 1 I a" , 

tiff3 heme pra~'(,'1'~ cOllf<mnably with their ~aid petitio~, that ,ye :nay he pleased ~o order 
that the said defendant shall cause the boundary 11118s of theIr lands to be dum non 
('nell ~ieIe" a~ ~('i';TIiors ;)1'0 hound to do, offcring to take, as soon as such boundary 
lines shall have b~ell drawn deeds for their said lands; 

Ar,el the said plaintilf~ havo declared unto us that they have off~red, in their said peti­
tion to (':,('cnU, deeds of concession similar to the one that Fran~ols RIchard, the nearest 
nei o-h hour of the said Jean Fran\,ois Fournier, has executed in fay our of the defcndant, Ln~:JtlHtt thcy ha,'c oh,erYc,I since then in that deed, a copy whel'L'of ~s n~w produc,ed, 
thnt there arc \'ery onerous charges and conditions, such as the oblIgatIOn of bakIDg 
tllf'ir ],read in the banal oven, when one shall have been erected, a lhing which is not 
practicable in this country, principally during the winter feasuu by reason of its seyo­
ritv and the distance bctwecn each settlement, and such other conditions contrary to tl)(~ l\: in~'" intention; wherefore they revoke their offen in that rc:,pcct, illa.,much as 
the sai,l d"fendant has not accepted Huch offers, hut on the contral y h,ls in"ioc'tecl that 
they should execute a deee] in his favor, containing conditions more O;lCrous than those 
contGinecl in the dr-eel of the said Richard, pretending that, by the location tickets 
signed and written by him in their fayor, he has undertGken to grant them the lands 
they po;;scss umler the conditions contained in the deeds heretofore granted by him, 
and that inasmuch by reason of that cause he wants to impose upon them the same con­
tlitions that he has imposed upon Mathieu Guillet, one of the inhabitants of his seig­
nimy. hy the written promise that he made him, on 2bt May 1712, to sryant him a 
bllll of limr arpents in £i'ont, with the understanding that the said Uuillet will enjoy 
the said land under the same condition." as those to wllich other inhabitants are subject 
to, and that moreo\'er, the said Guillet shall not be allowed to sell or give away 
<lny kind of \y()od from the said land, but ,yill only be permitted to take the same for 
his mnl U'C', the defendant having rc';cne,l to himself to take all sorts of wood and in 
any qU1ntity he may want, under the CClll<liti(1ll also that if there is any place, along 
the, Bras ds SI, jYicolas within the limit of the said C()Uc(':i~ion, fit to build any mill, 
the sci!,!'nior will he entitled t() take the same without payin',\" any indemnity; that it 
woultl be most injurious to the said plaintiff~ if, having worked upon their said lands on 
tIl<' faith of the prmni:,c, made to them in writing by the said defendant,in 1718, to grant 
t~lem tho ~aid lands Eubject to the condition~ of the conce",ions he has made pre­
\'lOu'ly (n-lnch ea,n only, be, understood to moan annnGl rent.; or chal'g('s, quit-rents 
(/'(rlcranccs), "vlllch, sClgmors are only permitted t', stipnlate in their favour), they 
were n"w obliged eIther to abandon their work, or to Rubmit to conditions so onerou., 
a~d cXOl:bit1nt, that they could not ;;uh"i·t lIpon their land." and hL'tIy that the refusal ,.t the saId tle:cndant to draw their lines before they si,:;-tlCd the decds he requires from 
t,hcm, ~~" sub~ected t~lem to ~'ery ,'C'rie:us injnry, i!H"ll1uch as they klve been preH'ntec1 ll()m lllcre:I,'mg theIr c]eanll~,;. haYlIlg worked with great apprehension, and not 
kl1f)\\'l1l~ for WJnt of boullLl:trie.;, whether they were improvinCT their own land" or 
tl1e)"C of their lleighbollr,-; • 0 ., 
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Having seen the said petition of the plaintiffs, stating, amongst other things, that the 
lands that the defendant has promised in writing to grant them are, to wit: the laml 
of Jean Fournier, offour arpents in front; of that the said Langlois of five arpents; 
that of Ambroise Fournier of six arpents, and that of the said Caoiiet of four arpents 
in front, all of forty arpents in depth; our ordinanco of the third April last requiring 
the parties to appear before us on the 15th of the present month; the summons seryed 
upon the defendant the ninth April aforesaid, to appear before us on the fifteenth of 
the present month, the default entered by us on the day last aforesaid, in favor of the 
said plaintiff~, for want of an appearance by the defendant, by which we have ordered 
that he should be summoned again to appear before us this day, at two of the clock in 
the afternoon; the 8ummons served upon the said defendant, in consequence of the said 
default to appear before us this day, at the hour aforesaid; the deed of concession 
granted by the defendant, the 8th October 1711, to the said Fran<fois Richard, of five 
arpents in front by forty in depth, together with the right of shooting ,vithin the limits 
of the said concession, under the condition of paying every year, on St. Martin's Day. 
to the defendant, at his manor house, a live capon and thirty livres for each of the said 
five arpents, and to bake his bread at the banal oven, when one shall have been built, 
suffer the opening ohoads that shall be thought necessary for the said defendant, or his 
officers, for public use or accommodation; to permit the draining of the adjacent lands, 
if necessary; to preReITe the oak trees fit for the building of vessels; that in case these 
conditions should not be complied with, the said concession should revert to the defen­
dant or to his assigns, without any reimbursement or indemnity for the clearings and 
improvements made thereon; that in case the said concession or any part thereof should 
be sold, the defendant or his assigns should have the right of redemption by re-paying 
the purchase money together with all the costs and charges incident thereto, and that 
the granteo should be obliged to furnish. to the defendant an authentic copy of the said 
deetl; having also seen a promise of concession in writing, signed by the defendant, by 
which he ha:, undertaken to concede or grant to Mathieu Guillet fOUT arpent,; in front by 
forty arpents in depth, under the clauses and conditions mentioned in the pleadings of 
the plaintiffs; another promise of concession in writing, signed by the defeJl(tmt, date<1 
the 1th September 1718, by which he acknowledges to have gr,ll1ted to Ambroi,;o 
Fournier six arrent:, of land on the same conditions as those imposetl upon his brother 
Jean and others, to whom he has lately given grants; and a third promise of concession 
in writing, signed by the defendant, by ,,·hich he has undertaken to grant to the said 
Thomas Caoiiet four arpents of land on the same conditions a.s those by him latterly 
imposed, the said throe paper writings marked l.y us, allel deposited in our office; 
having seen also the decree of His Majesty's Council of tho 6th July 1711, and upon 
~hc whole maturely deliberated, 

vVe do hereby condemn the defendant, within fifteen days fi'om the notification of 
this ordinance, to cause the boundary lines of the lands he has promi:;ed to grant as 
afore:<aid to the said plaintiffs to be drawn, and to cause the metes and bounds in each 
front division line to be placed, and similar metes and bounds in each diyision line in 
the rear, of which, survey the said plaintiffs shall ray the costs; we do hereby also con­
demn the said defendant, within one month Ii'om the day of the notification of our ordi­
nance, to pass 'deeds of concession of the number of arrents in front and in depth which 
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d t b the promises in writing above mentioned, forbidding him he has promise to gran Y d h ' 
' h h 0 the said lands than annual rents an ~ arges, qUit-to lmpose any ot er c arges up n , , 

d ' d in the ,"id d"eds any other condltlons •. than those Tents, ?'ede·vances, an to 111tro uce c' ~ , , 

'd I I ds of preserving the oak trees fit for the bwldmg of vessels, of reSl ence upon t 16 an , , , , 
f k ' th 'ual opening alonO" the clearing of thelr nelghbours, and of snIfenng o rna mO" e u, 0 , If:' 'L 

o d f h' h deeds the said plaintiffS shall respectIve y UrIn"lI an au-all necessary roa s j 0 W IC , d 
' h d fi d t at their own costs and 1ll default of the defen ant exe-thentle copy to tee en an , , , d hi 

. h d do as afioresaid in favor of the said plaintiffs w~thm a month, an t s cutmg sue ee 0 M 'f 
delay having expired, we do hereby authorize the plaintiffs, to appl~ to the arql:U, ~ 
Vaucl.reuil and to onrselvcs, demanding the grant of the sald lalld~ m the name of H~s 
Majesty, upon the same charges and conditio~s as t~ose set forth m t~e decree of ~I!s. 
1\1 " 'j f the 6th July 1711 and tlus ordinance shall be execcted, 1l0tWlth-. aJesty m counCI 0, _ 

standing any appeal, but without prejudice thereto. 

Commanding, &c. 

Done at Q,uebec, the 28th June 1721. 

(Signed) BEGON, 

[Ordinances of 1720 to 1721, No.7, B, folio 1<16.J 

Act or Certificate granted to the Sieur Louis Levrard, Seignior if Sr. Pierre, and til> 

JlIlessire LifCbt'TC, curate of Batiscan, and an Ordinance zchich reunztcs the land 
if the said Lrje1n;re to the Domain of the said Seign iory , inasmuch as the mi~l 
of the said Sr. Lcrranl, is ('t'ccted thereon, and that culti~'ati]n if che said land 2S 

prrjudicial to tlte said mill. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Upon the petition presented to us by Louis Levrard, of His Majesty's artillery In 
this country, and seignior of St, Pierre, opposite Batiscan, stating that there has been 
granted, by the late Gilles Masson to the late Joseph Moreau a land of six arpents in 
fi'ont, all crn-ered whith wood, in the said seigniory of:3t. Pierre, wieh land has since 
been sold hy the widow of the said ,:\Ioreau to the Sieur Lefebne, cmate of Batiscan, 
f,Jr the price and sum of 80 livres j that inaBmueh as this land is traversed by the 
water-course of which he has been obliged to make use to work his mill, there being no 
other mill stream in the said seigniory, which watercourse is formed by several natural 
spring, that would be dried up if the said land was put in a state of cultivation which 
land is still all covered with wood, such as it was when granted twelve or thirteen 
years ago, and inasmuch as the said Sieur Lefeb"Te is about to cut down the wood 
upon the said land, which would cause a great injury to the said seigniory, and to the 
said 11lill, "'hich is the most valuable part thereof, and would induce the present settlers. 
to leave their lands and prevent others from settlinS- in the said seigniory, which would 
hl· against pulllic policy, praying us, for these reasons, that we may be pleased to order 
that the said land shall be reunited to the domain of the said seigniory, offering to 



81 

indemnify the said Sieur Lefebvre by granting him anuther land covered with wood 
of the same extent in front and in depth as that where the said mill is bnilt, and in 
case the said Sieur Lefebvre should refuse to agree to this and continue to cut down 
the wood, that he may be condemned to pay all damages, interests, and costs urisi::::g 
therefrom, at the bottom of which petition is our ordinance of the 2Sch August last, 
o,.aering that the said Sieur Lefebvre shall be summoned to appear before us this day 
at two of the clock in the afternoon, and the notificatiun and service of the said petition 
and ordinance to the said Sieur Lefebvre, and summons to appear this day, at the hour 
aforesaid, to which summons the Sieur Hazeur de Lorme, curate ofCh::anplain, having 
answered, as attorney duly authorized by the said Sieur Lefebvre to make a defence 
to the demand of the said Sieur Levrard: the said Sieur DeLorme declared to us th,-," 
he did not intend to contest the demand of the said Sieur Levrard, thQt as he thonght 
the public guucl ought to be preferred to private interest, he was willing, in the name 
of the said Sieur Leiebvr0, to consent to an exchange of the land in question for 
another of the same extent in front aud in depth, in the same seigliory, provided the 
said Sieur Levrard should permit him to choose among the ul1concedeJ landd of the 
said seigniory, leaving however the matter to our judgment, and reserving to himself 
his recourse for other claims and demands of the said Sieur Lefebvre against the said 
Sieur Levrard; upon which the said Sieur Levrard answered that he has already made 
the same offers to the said Sieur Lefebvre, and that he consents to the exchange pro­
posed by the said Sieur Hazeur DeLorme :-Having heard the parties, 

We have given aete to the parties of their respective offers, declarations and con­
sents, and in consequence we do hereby ordain that the said land of six arpents in front 
by forty in depth, belonging to the said Sieur Lefebvre and upon wlJich the mill of 
the said seigniory is erected be re-united to the domain of the said seigniory, and that 
by way of exchange, the said Sieur Levrard do give him by way ofimlemnity, another 
land upon the usual charges and conditions, in such part of the unconcededlands of the 
said seigniory as the said Sieur Lefebvre shall choose, provided the said Sieur Lefebvre, 
conformably to the offers of his attorney, Sieur Hazeur DeLorme, shall leave, ifhis 
land does not join those already conceded, at least four arpents in front upon the whole 
depth for a settlement, between his land and the nearest conceded land, without pre­
judice to other claims of the said Sieur Lefebvre against the said Sieur Levrard, 
which he may hereafter exercise as he will think fit. 

Commanding, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 20th September 1721. 

Signed, BEGON. 



82 

fOrd. from 1720 to 1721, No.7, B, Folio 187.] 

Concession if a land of 5 arpcflts, 4 perches in front, by jifty a.rpents in. depth, lnJ 
i'dcssiCIIJ's de l"audreuzl alld Began, to the Widow Petit (~n compha~ce of a 

d ) . 7 ... "St IeclllfC(' belonaillrr{o the RellE;lOllS Lachesojthe cerec ,In t ze so g iii on/ 0 . ~ ., '" "'" ,-
Jlotd-Dieu (1 Quebec, by reason if their refusal to gccc her a grant if the same. 

PIIIJ.IPPE DE n.W.lt'D, &c. 

;\IrCIIEL BEGo:-,-, &c. 

To all to whom the:;" presents shall come, greeting. 

\Ve do 11l']"(·hy m;lkc it known that, upon the petiton presented to us by I?ame Char­
lotte Elizabeth DUfTu[. ,\"i,low of the Sicur Pdit, in IIi:; lifetime councIllor of the 

supreme council of this ~ountry, as "'ell in her own name as commulle with the said late 
Petit, as tutrix to the minor dlildrcn issue of their mania~e, stating that, by a decree of 
His ;\I:1jesty's council, dated the 2ud June 17:20, His Majesty has ~rdained .that the .Reli­
gious Ladi,:s of the Hotel-Di,"u of this city, should grant to the smd late Sleur PetIt the 
cleared and unrleared land, of which they haye taken po,session, and which formed 
part oftlwir grant to the 1:lt(' Martin Le Pirs, of the 28th June 1698, subject ~o the 
ll~ual charges and rents, ,vhich shaH be paid by the said Dame Petit, together wIth all 
the anears that \vill be due on the d~y of such ['Tant; and in case the said Religious 
Ladies would not mnk,~ such grant, \;hen requ~~ted so to do, or at least within eight 
days from the ,lay of the sen'ice of the said decree, His Majesty had ordained that the 
said lot ofland should be united to the King'~ domain, hy virtue of the said decree, and 
that a grant of the same should be made by us to the said late Petit, subject to the same 
rents and charges as are imposed upon the other conceded lands of the seigniory of St. 
Ignace belonging to the said Religious Ladies, which rents should be paid in future into 
the hands of the receiver of the King's domain in this city, without that the said Religious 
Ladies should be permitted to claim any right whatever upon the said lot, provided 
nevCItheless that the said late Sieur Petit should pay all the arrears of cens et rentes 
that should be due up to the day of service of the said decree, and in case the said Reli­
gious Ladies should refuse to accept the said anears, when requested so to do, that the 
said Sieur Petit should be authorized to deposit the same, praying of us to cause the 
said decree to be executed; 

That since the rendering of this decree, she has attempted all conciliatory means of 
inducing the said Rdigious Ladies to grant her the land in question, in which she has 
failed, and has in conseqnence been obliged to cau~e the decree aforesaid to be served 
upon them by Riviere, a bailiff of the superior council of this country, the seventh day 
of August, requesting them to comply therewith, within the delay therein prescribed, 
offering on her behalf to do as much; that instead of complying ,vith the said decree, 
the said Religious Ladies, ·m the 29th day of August aforesaid, have caused a notice to 
be served upon her to the effect that it is their intention to provide themselves before 
His Majesty's council against the said decree, which shows on their behalf a disposition 
to resi"t the intentions of His Majesty; that this opposition is null and void in itself 
and cannot be supported against the said decree; 
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That, nevertheless, awl although she is not bound to do so, she has renewed her 
summons of the 7th August to the said Religious Ladies, by a summons of the 11th of 
this month, requesting them to comply with the said decree, and offering to pay them, 
in cash and ready money, 80 livres for the said an-ears of celis et Tentes and other dues 
up to the 7th August last, und more if necessary (the exact amount not being as cer­
taim;d), which offer the RevC:T8lld jVlrire de la Croix, superior of the said Hotel-Dieu, 
has refused to accel't, as appears by her refusal, signed by her at the bottom of the 
summons; by reason of which the said. Wid.ow Petit, in conformity with the said decree, 
has been obliged to deposit the said sum of 80 livres in the office of the superior council 
of thill city, offering to pay more if necessary, as the whole appears by the receipt of -
the Sieur Barbel, clerk of the said council, dated the 12th day of the present month; 

That, inasmuch as she has complied on her behalf with the said decree, and that the 
said Religious Ladies on their behalf have refused to do so, she is forced to apply to us 
to demand from us that, having seen the decree of the King's council aforesaid, of the 
2nd June 1720, the senice made of the same the 7th August last, another service 
thereof, with a summons of the 11th of the present month, at the bottom of which sum­
mons is the refusal of the Mere de la Croix to receive the said sum of 80 lines, for the 
an-ears due for the land in question, in conformity to the said decree, and that without 
taking any notice of the opposition of the said Religiuu3 Ladies, which is null and void in 
itself, inasmuch as a peremptory decree (an'et en commandement), must be executed, 
we may be pleased, in conformity with the said decree and with the intentions of Hi~ 
Majesty, to grant her, as aforesaid, all the extent ofland cleared and uncleared, of 
which the saia Religious Ladies have taken possession, <lna forming part and. portion 
of the land granted by them to the said late Martin Le Pirs, the :!Sth June 1698, so 
that the said grant may contain altogether five arpent3 and four perches in £i'ont by 
fifty arpents in depth, adjoining at one eml ana in front the bye-road which leaves that 
of St. Bernard in coming down to the bye-road called St. Charles, on the north-east 
side joining one Michel Verret, and on the south-west Kide the little riYer called 
Shepherd's River, following all the sinuosities of this river along the said concession, 
so that she may have about three hundred and eighty arpents of land ill superficies, in 
conformity with tho deed of concession executecl by the said Religious Ladies to the late 
Martin Le Pirs before Genaple, royal Notary, offering to pay to the domain of His 
Majesty the ground rents, or quit-rents, for the said lot of land of which the Religious 
Ladies have taken possession, in proportion to the whole extent of the said grant, 
according to the survey to be made by such land-surveyor we may be pleased to appoint; 

All which we have taken into consiaeration, and having seen the said petition, the 
decree of the King's council of the 2nd June 1720, the documents therein mentioned, 
the service of the 7th August last upon the said Religious Ladies, at the request of the 
said Widow Petit, requesting them to comply with the said decree, and in conformity 
thereof to grant her the lot ofland in question, and her offer to pay the arrears of cens 
et rentes and others dues for the past up to the said day, in default whereof she would 
apply to us to obtain such grant in the name of His Majesty; a document served upon 
the said Widow Petit at the request of the smd Religions Ladies, of the 29th of August 
last, by which they declare that they oppose the execution of the said decree for causes 
and reasons to be hereafter assigned by them; another document served, at the request 
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of the saitl 'Vi,l,,'.\' Petit, 1l)1"1l the said Rl'li,,;ow: Ladies, tl,,·11th September I",,!, 
l,('i;-]~ a new summons nrln": .• ,,d tn the ,laid H ('li:.;illlt~ Ladies to grant her, in conformity 
w1th"the ~ai,l decree, the lot ofland therein mentioned, in default whereof she would 
3pl'Iy to us f, 11' a co:r:mt of the same in the name of His M0jesty, and tho offer !n pay 
tl)(:m 11lf' ,";11111 "r so liYrc", in each and 1'0:1(1), 1111111 e)', for the arrL':Jrs of celis et rOlie.) 

and u,ller., ,lit".: 1"';::ll,]c {;,r tllf' '·':;i,llot, at tl".' 1 ,,;ttlllll of which summons iq written tt:e 
ref'n;e 1 of thc E, n'ITI:c1 l\I-':rc de I" Cl'<:i:-.:, r:uperior of the said Religious L:I<1i,'", to 
accl'l'! the tCllder of the said:-:O linC',;, cllw,i,..;:in,~' oft\::» IOllis (1'(1, of ::i6livres each, a 
silver cnin "I' si:-.: linc" and another "ilver e"in "ft,,]'ty sols; am! the deed of the dql()"it 
m,](le in the office of the superior council of this city by the said Dame Petit, the 12th 
september, of the I ,i ec' 'S of money ahoyc mentioned, making :lltngct1wr 80 livres, ".jth 
the offer ofpaYine;- more, if more 1,e dne, ;l11d in COIN'(lltCllCe of the default of the said 
Rcligi<nb L~<lie,; of the HI,t,,}- Dicll to m,'lz,· a grant, in {">J1I,-wmit:i with tho ~ai(l decree, 
to the said Dame Petit of the cleared and uncleared lnnd of which thoy have taken 
rn"",e>l"inlJ, and forming a p,,1't of the concession by them made t(, the late Martin Le 
Pirs, the 2St11 June 1698 : 

\ITn have' _~T'l11t.-.,l anel conceded, and \Ve do hereby g-rant and concede, in conformity 
\yith the sai,l 'lc'tT' 'f', to the ,Qi,l Dame PE,tit, in hoI' qualities afore3aid, the said lot of 
land cont:lining, ".jth the one she now pn;;~(';s, five :lrponts and four pr:1'c11(',< in front by 
fifty aJl)(mts in depth, heing the \V11',]e of the ~rc11lt made to the said Martin Le Pirs, 
the said lot ofhnd <111joining at one end in front the bye-road called St, Bernard, at the 
other end the 1 'y('-r()~1<l called St, (,11,' rl, -_;, on ono ,:ill,., to the north-east one Michel 
V crret, on the other ,idc to a 8mall river called the Shepherd's ]lin'r, following the 
sinuosities Ill' the said rivcr, 1 'Y 1'(,8,(>11 of which Einuosities the ,nit! gnmt contains, 
~n conll '1':ll,it)' with the' title (,f the :2!'<tb June lljCJ~:, tln'cc hundred and eighty arpents 
111 ',llpel:tir']Cs; the, sn:,l lot of land to be cnj":I'(,a hy thc said Dame Petit, her children, 
t1](,I,' hoI'S awl "SCI,guS, in full pre'perty f; '1' eycr, uncler the condition of paying ever), 
yc;::-. ;t the 11,'-1\:11 tim o'" to the domain of His ~r:,jl':t:; the ~amo cens cl TCJltcs and dues 
,bt she P;1\- to the sai,_: R"li '~.; '-I11S Ladies for the I" nd,., ,gr:, nted as aforesaid in the said 
tE'i~lJior~' ,,f ;';t, T',,:I;](,,>, ,:l1,lllllil er the ordinary and lbU;]1 conditions, and in proportion 
to the c:,tent ofland C: >:.l~i"crl in the nrc'cnt ,grant, the said ceils to produce lois et 
:XJlt( S, ,,(!lSI/Ie c! (Ui/I'';,!, (cll11l1J1ut tion liLl", :'cizin G-ud fine), as the case may be, accord­
ll1e;- to the Custom "f I'<ni,;, 

In tc..;timoll}' whereof we haye signed these present", haye caused our seal to be affi.xed 
thereto, and have had the same conntersigned by our secretaries. 

Done at Quebec, the 13th October 1721. 

(Signed) 

Truo copy, 

VAUDREUIL, and 

BEGO:N. 

nEGO);, 
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[Ordinance of1722, No.8, folio 7.] 

Ordinance disallo'wing the pretension set up hy Jacques Hamelin, uignior of Gron­
dines, if preventing Fmnt;ois Hamelin, fTOm building upon a lot of land near 
to the banal mill if the said seigniory. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Jacques Hamelin coproprietor of the seigniory of Grondines, having procured the 
appearance before u~ of Fraw;ois Hamelin, his uncle, also a proprietor of the said 
seigniory, requested that we would be pleased to prohibit the said Fran<;ois Hamelin 
from constructing a house, which he is ahout to erect npon a lot of ground near to the 
banal mill of the said seigniory, inasmuch as the buil(ling which the said Franl,(ois 
Hamelin desires to erect, is very prejudical to the said min, the banalite of which 
belongs to him the said Jacques Hamelin as heir to his late father Louis Hamelin, 
according to the ordinance of Mr. Raudot heretofore intendant in this country, and 
the report of arbitrators rendered between the said late Louis Hamelin, and the said 
Fran<;ois Hamelin, in com:equence of the said ordinance of the 5th August 1710, and 
4th March 1711, the said report of experts homologated by the said Monsieur Raudot 
the first day of April 1711 i-the said Fran<;ois Hamelin, acting as wen for himself, 
as for his son Franl,(ois Hamelin, having been heard stated, that being the proprietor 
of an arpent and a third on the domain of the said seigniory, as appears by the said 
report of arbitrators, that the pretension of the said Jacques Hamelin that the building 
he intends to erect upon the said lot of ground will be prejudicial to his banal mill is 
unfounded; that the reason alleged is not the true one but that his object is to take 
a~lvantage of the situation of the said lot of ground, which belongs to him the said 
Fran<;ois Hamelin, and which is convenient to him for that purpose; that moreover 
the building which he intends erecting upon the said lot of land, win not be more 
injurious to the said mill than the one now used as a residence for the miller, inasmuch 
as it will be further from the said mill, praying for these reasons that the complaint of 
the said Jacques Hamelin may be dismissed, and that he may be permitted to build 
upon that portion of his saic1lot of ground which has been set apart by him; to all which 
the said Jacques Hamelin replied that by reason of the said ordinance of Mr. Raudot, 
and the report of arbitrators aforesaid, attributing to the said late Louis Hamelin his 
father, whom he represents, the rights assigned by the said Jacques Hamelin and 
which the late Jacques Aubert, their father in law, had against the said late Louis 
Hamelin to the extent of one fourth of the said mill, which belonged to him, as also 
the right of banalite in the said mill forever, against the inhabitants which up to that pe­
riod had caused their gTain to be ground thereat, he could not prevent him from en­
joying the said mill; that his attempt to build so near to the said mill as he intends to 
do would have that effect, inasmuch as the building used as the miller's residence is in­
convenient to him and he intends to cause it to be demolished; and the said Fr an\!ois 
Hamelin answered that he persists in what he has already stated, having no intention 
to injure the said mill, his object being only to take advantage of a lot of ground which' 
belongs to him, and upon which he believes he has a right to build in such way as will 
be most convenient to him, and that he is strenghtened in thiil bel1.ef, by tIt. met that 
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the said (>l:dinance and the said report of arbitrators do not prohibit his building upon 
the said lot of gn.lll1d, and that no scn'illidc can exist ,,-ithout a title ;-To ~ll wbich 
haYing due regard, and seeing the ordinance of Mr. ILlUdot: heretofore mentIOned, ~y 
which, for the rcas,)ll9 therein set forth, it is among other thmgs ordered, that the saId 
Fran('ois Hml1' .lin ,,1,.Jll remain find be the prfJprietOl' of that portion of the sc·iglliory 

< 1 ' of Grondines ,\'hieh belonged to the late J acqueo Aub,"r~, save am except. wIth refer-
ence to the said portion of the;'lid seigniory, of one fourth of the min wl1ich belong­
ed to the said J,~cques ""-ubert, ,-,11i<:h \I-ill remain the property of the said Fran~ois 
Hamelin [')l'c""";-, \\"ith the right of l'(f/Ul'ire again.,t all the in'1Iabitants who cause their 
grain to be groullLl then'at; the report of contractors also hereinbefore mentioned, 
made by l\Icsf,icurs Delarue, justice of the ordinary jurisdiction of 8te. Anne, Fran~ois 
Trotain, royal notary of Batiscan, arbitrators named by the said Louis Hamelin and 
the said Fran~ois Hamelin, and Mr. Ign.lce Di.;,;y, judge of Champlain named as 
third arbitrator, the original of which report is deprhiterl among the records of 
the said Mr. Tn.win, by which, amollg other things, it is Sf't forth, that the portion 
of the said Fran~ois Hamelin in the manor of the said seigniory shall be of an ar. 
pent and a third, as heretofore enjoyed by him, according to the petition mentioned in 
the said report, and that the mill of the said seigniory shall belong to the said Louis 
Hamelin, together with the right of val/a lite, as well against the tenants of the said 
Fran«;:ois Hallw1in, as against the tenants of the said Lnui~ Hamelin, in all the said 
sf'igniory of 8t. Charles des Roelle", forever, conformably to the ordinance of Mr. Rau­
dot; having also seen the ordinance of the said Mr. Raudot, hereinbefore mentioned, 
following the said report of arbitrators and confirming the same, to be executed ac­
cording to its tenor and effect. 

IV c have, illuo;n11lch as by the f.aid ordinance and the said report of arbitrators here­
inbefore mentioned, it is not prohibited, nor has it been stipulated, that it would not be 
lawful to the said Fran~ois Hamelin, to build upon the arrent and a third which be­
longs to him in the manor of the said seigniory of Grondines, which would be a ser­
vitude which cannot be f'otabli,hed without a title, dismissed and do hereby dismiss the 
complaint of the said Jacques Hamelin. 

Thus ordered, &.c. 

Done at Quebec, the sixteenth day of January, one thousand seven hundred and 
U'I'Cllty-twO. 

(Signed) BEGOX. 
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[Ord. 1722, No.8, Folio <[6.} 

Ordinance permitting lIte sieur Pict dit Trampe to gatker in tke crr>p prodU('(Jd bJl the 
grain sown upon kis land by the scignior of the fief d' Orvilliers, the saiJ Piet 
dit Trampe paying t7te cost qf tke grain sown, witli the cosU of sowing, according to 
tl'e valuation of arbitrators. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Pierre Piet dit Trampe, an inhab:t'1nt of Berthier, having appeared before us, with 
Antoine Puisseron de la Fosse, a bailiff of the juris,liction of this city, acting on behalf 
of Pierre Fran~ois Pelletier Antaya, proprietor of the fief d'Orvilliers, in virtue of 
his power of attorney, the said Trampe stated that he was the proprietor of a land of 
five arpents in front by forty in depth, situate in the said fief d'Orvilliers, purchased by 
him from Thomas Duhamel dit Sansfac;on, residing in Bouchard Islands, and Ange­
lique Bernier, his wife, by deed before Normandin, notary, the 3rd March 1716, in con­
sideration of the price and subject to the charges, clauses and conditions therein set 
forth, of which deed he procured the cnsaisinemcnt, seizin, by the sieur d'Orvilliers, 
the former proprietor of the said fief, the 17th of the said month of MarchI as appears 
by the said deed, which land belonged to the said Duhamel dit Sansfa9on, as having 
been granted him by the said d'Orvilliers by deed executed before the said Norman­
din, the second of July 1710; that notwithstanding the said titles, the existence of 
which is perfectly well known to the said Antaya, the said Antaya has taken upon him­
self to BOW upon the clearings of the said Trampe, on the said land, and desires to 
compel him to abandon the same, which being against all rule, he prays we may be 
pleased, inasmuch as he is in possession in virtue of titles, to order that he will re-enter 
into possession of the said land, that he will gather in tbe produce of the grain the said 
Antaya has sown in his clearings, and that the said Antaya may be prohibited from dis­
turbing him in future in the possession and enjoyment of the said land, on pain of all 
costs, losses and damages; 

The said de la Fosse, acting as aforesaid, having been heard, stated that the 
sieur Antaya having sold his property, to retire upon the fief d'Orvilliers, and 
that having done so, he was unable to find a spot whereon to locate himself and BOW 

his grain; that the land which the said Trampe claims, and which he has thought he 
could use, as forming a portion of the old domain, belonging to his late father, which 
the said d'Orvilliers has conceded to a number of inhabitants, to deprive the said An­
taya, who is burthened with a large family, of the means of subsistence, praying that 
it. may be ordered by us that he shall remain upon the said land, as forming a portion 
of the old domain, reserving to the said Trampe his recourse against the said d'OrviI­
liers, as may be advised;-To which the said Trampe answered, that the reasons al­
leged by the said de Ia Fosse, on behalf of the said Antaya, cannot prevail against his 
title, which is executed in due form, whereupon he persists in his allegations ,-To all 
which due regard being had, seeing the said deeds, the cnsaisinement at the bottom of 
the last, together with the power of attomey by the said Antaya to the said de la Fossel 
dated the eleventh of the present month, signed by Oharbs Boucher, on behalf of the 
said Antaya who cannot write, 
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. 1 p" P! t dit Trampe shan resume the possession and 
We do order tha. the SaIe le"TC Le . • l' 1 f 

. . th tIe \vill en10y and CTather III the t 1e ploe uce 0 
· f t1 I d 111 question; a J "b . 

enJoyment 0 18 an . 1 " c1earin'r~, the ~:tid Piet retUl11111g to the 
1 ' 1 • the ~ 'l<1 ,'..ntay:! upon ll~ " 

t 10 ST<llll ~OWl1 J) , ' " ~ ," 1 ' ,1 '1"I'ng the cXI,"~nse~ he has incuned there· 
',1 \ I "0 C'( ""1 oy , 'Ill :uc 1" " Salu Allt'1V;) t It: 'IT,'lll,, u ",' ,. • , ~. J b h . ',' . bIb two cultIvators to ue name y tern, 

for acconliuCT to the \'81uatll)ll to e mac e y , ", 
, C> • 1'.1 -b' _ '" 'n "C ('yc'nt of thC11' not agreemg 111 respect of the 

who shall 0'lpomt a t!l1~u aT ItIULur L ll. . . . ,. . 
· .1 '" . 1 -b't t ' and t~li~ d. arbltJ' :UJl', III the C', Ole of such bemg sald valuatlOn; \,.11l(~1 ,: . .111 aI I ra or~ . 

, ]" tl e prem; 'C'~ he duly sworn, by the Sleur Amault, 
named, shalll )('1"re proc('u,m,<:;" 1:1 I .', . " 1 ,_ " • 

f 1
'1 lIP 1 J' , 'Iii '1' v'hom We! haye "pp lJ1ll1clc fur Lil,,' purpose, the L'cctUl' 0 s e l u as an( ':>vl L 1..." ¥ • - • (1 • d 

~ai,l AlltDya i, hc-l'cl,y iiJl'l,j,hc:l from 1111 Jl.,:;ting the sa:el Trampe 111 tho posse~slOn an, 

enjoyment' of the said land, npon pJ.in of all chma 'iC.-i , llltere~t anti costs. 

Thus ordereJ, ~.:c, 

Done at :lIontreJ.l, the eightC?enth (by of :'I!e1:;, one tllnlc:qml eight hundred and 

l:1n·nty·two. 

(Signed) BEGaN. 

[Ord.ofl722, No. S, Folio 90.J 

Ordinance adjwZ,o;ing one C; o'llus to Tn") to the Siwr L'E:~pii1(/'/J tlu: .ar.rears rjlhe 
sriglliorial Tents of a Zo I'll Ue 0 mlonrd blj him 17 years a,go, Will Obll!:jlll!:j !ns SO~ 
to rcsillc (tenir feu et lieu) liP!);!. t7t~ s'lid land as soon {IS TIC shall limH-' attatned hzs 
full age, upon pain eIre-union to d-~ domain of the scigllioJ'lj. 

MICHEL BEGON, Sec. 

The Sieul' de L'Espin<1Y, lieutenant,' &c., havin'j' proem'eel the appearance of 
Fran~ois ChanIn.;, resic1im; in this city, praying that he may be condemned to reside 
(tenirfell et liw) upon the Ian] cO]lceded to him in the said seigniory, which he aban­
doned seventeen ye:trs ago, and npoll which six or seven ycar8 of arrears of the seig­
niorial rents are tiue. and praying further that, in default of the said Chanlus residing 
upon the s:1icl land and p"ying Lim the alTears due, it may be ordered that the said 
land shall be re-united to lli:; domain; the said Chanlus haying been heard, stated that 
since he is the grantee of the said land, he has l'c:,ic1cc1 thereupon cleven ye:Hs, and that 
he only abandoned the same scyenteen years ago, by rCQ,';(jll of the death of his wife, 
who left him four young chilchen, three of which arc ,rill 'with him, namely: a girl aged 
2-l years, now married, another 'j~rl a';ed 22 ye~'rs, and a boy aged hetween 19 and 20; 
that he so abandoned the said land by rca 'on of his heing incapable of cultivating it 
alone, and that his three children being still minors, and proprietors of one half of the 
sa~e, he cannot dispose of that portion which belongs to them; that his son has pro­
mised to settle upon the said land next fall, and that in consideration thereof, he has 
given him the portion which belonCTs to him, in addition to the third helonmnO' to him 
· boo 

m the other half, the other two thirds belonging to his &i"ters; to which the "'J i,l Sieur 
de L'E'l'illoy answered that, for the last three years, he has promised to cause his SOIl 
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to settle upou the said land, and that the said Chanlus admits the fact, wherefore h. 
prays we may be pleased to re-unite the same to his domain, with pennission to grant 
it to another inhabitant, in default of his residing thereon himself as he undertakes, 
without the necessity of any further proceedings and in virtue of our ordinance; to 
which the said Chanlus answered that it was not in his power to dispose of the pro­
perty of his children, and that nobody can do so until they shall have become of age. 

We have adjudged the said Chanlus, acting as aforesaid, to pay to the said Sieur de 
L'Espinay the arrears of the seignioripJ cens et rentes due by reason of the lot ofland 
which the said Chanlus possesses in the said seigniory, as well those due as those which 
may become due in future, we order that the son of the said Chanlus, as soon as he 
shall have attained his full age, shall reside upon the said land, and in default thereof, 
one year after his full age, we shall adjudicate upon the reunion to the domain prayed 
for by the said L'Espinay. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 19th July 1722. 

(Signed) REGOi'. 

[Ord. of 1722, No. S, Folio 111.) 

Ordinance permitting Michel Laliberte, an inhabitant of Bouchard Islands, and t7i1~ 

Steur Dpjordy, scignior if the said islands, respcctirr1y to go to proof as to lhl! 
facts by them alleged touching the oak timber cut by Ihc said Lulwcrte. 

:ilIICHEL BEGo:'ol, &c. 

Olivier Hurgron of this city, tailor, the attorney duly named of .lIIichel Laliberte, 
an inhabitant of Bouchard IKlands, and the Sieur Barbel, acting for the :)ieur De~ordy, 
major of the town of Three Rivers, and seigllior of Bouchard Islands aforesaid, having 
appeared before us in obedience to our ordinance of the 29th July last, by which at 
the request of the said Laliberte, we prohibit the said Sieur Dejol'lly from hindering 
the inhabitants of his seigniory, in the sale of the oak timber they cut down in making 
their lands, and from making any claim upon them by reason of the Kaicl timber, except 
as to those who might cut down such timber expressly to sell it, and without after­
wards clearing the land upon which it has been so cut, in which case permission is 
granted him to cause such timber to be seized, with the right of applying to us to pro­
cure forfeiture of the same, without the right hO'wever, under any pretext whatsoever, 
of exacting anything from the said inhabitants by reason of the said timber; 

And by which ordinance, and before adjudicating upon the demand of the said Lali­
berte by re,l:'on of thirty-six bushels of wheat which the said Dejordy detains, we have 
ordered that the said Dejordy should appear, in person or by his attorney, before us 
yesterday, the said Olivier Hm'gI'on praying that, inasmuch as the said Sieur Barbel 
appears for the said Sieur Dejordy, we ,vill be pleased to condemn the; d D~ordJ 

M 
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to sUlTender tf) the said Laliberte the said thirty-six bm;hels of wheat; the said 8ieur 
Barbel, acting as aforesaid, haying been heard btared that the. al1egations of the peti. 
tion of the said Laliberte, upon which we have rendered our ordmance were unfounded, 
i.mtsmueh as the intention of the said Sieur Dejordy is not to hinder his inhabitants 
from benditing by the oak timber upon their bnds, as they clear and improve the same, 
but merely to prevent them fr0111 cutting down the oak timber at the extremity of the 
land~ granted them, and wllieh they do not clear, hccause after having stripped the said 
land,o; of the said timber, they abandoned the same, and he cannot afterwards find any 
inhallitants who will ,ettle upon the said lands when the oak timber has been so cut· 
down; clll15enting :() execute our ordinance of the 29th July last, and offering to 
e4:ll,lish that the oak timber cut by the said Laliberte was not so cut upon his own 
land only, but upon the lands of other inhabitants amI upon uneonceded bnds, and 
thut he is therefore obli~ed to dU:lin the said tbirt~'-"ix bushels of wheat until such 
pn lof shall have he en made; anl1 by the saiJ Olivier r::urgron, acting as aforesaid, was 
rcpliecl that the o:~k timher which the s:lid Lalih!lrt,: has caused to be cut down, and 
for which the said Sicur Dejordy detains fi'om Lim the said thirty-six bushels of wheat, 
has been so cut down UpOll his o'\vn land in the proS'lTSS of clearing, and not upon the 
lands of other inhabitrr:lts or upon uncI Illceded lands, as asserted by the said Sieur 
Barbel, and which he the "aid Laliberte offers to prove, wherefore he persists in claim­
in.~ the restitution or the thirty-six bnsheb of wheat which the said Sieur Dejordy 
detain~ fi'om him; and the said Sieur BarLe I persisting in requiring to be allowed to 
prove the contrary_ 

Seeing our said ordinance, and also the power of attorney by the said Laliberte 
to the said Hurgron without date, we, before adjudicatincr upon the restitution of the 
said thirty-six bUchels of wheat, order the parties to go to ~roof, respectively, touching 
the ~atters of f<1ct alleged by them, before the Sieur Raimhaull, His Majesty's attor­
ney III the :-oyal jlll'i,diction of Montreal, whom we have named and appointed to 
hem' th~ ,Vltn"":iC's ,\-hich the parties 1\'i11 produce before him to cstablish by evidence, 
rc~pectlY:ly, namely: the said Sieur Dejordy, that the oak timher cut by the said 
LalIberte has not bpcn so cut only upon his own land, but also upon the lands of other 
i~habitants and upon unconceded lands; and by the said Laliberte, that the said oak 
~mher .cut .by him has been ,0 cut upon his own land in the process of dearing and 
ImprOYlng It, and not upon the lands of other inhabitants or upon unconceded lands; 
to be hereafter, upon such evidence as shall be laid before us done as to law and 
justice may appertain. ' 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 30th August 1722. 

(Signed) BEGaN. 
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[Ord.of1723, No.9, Folio 3.] 

Ordinance rejecting and dismissing the opposition made by Nicolas Bissonet to the 

seizu.re of his moveables; and ordering that the ordinance of the 4th September 

1720 shalt be executed, and that, ~tithin fifteen days, he do pay to the Daii?c'de 

Vercheres the arrears 0/ cens et rentes, a?ul condemning him to a fine qt 60 liTres, 

if he does not comply with these presents. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Joseph de V €ll'cheres, Esquire, Sieur de Pouligny, acting for anJ in the name of 
the widow lady of the Sieul' de Vercheres, his mother, having come before us 
with Nicolas Bissonet, an inhabitant of Vercheres, the said Sieur de Pouligny acting 
as aforesaid, has informed us that the said lady, his mother, having obtained our ordi­
nance of the 14th September 1720, made between her and the said Bissonet, she has, 
in default of payment of the cens et TC1~tes to her due by the said Bissonet; to which 
payment we have condemned him by the same, caused the moveables of the said Biciso­
net to be seized and taken in execution, as appears by the return of Dorien, bailiff, bear­
ing date the 5th december last; that the said Bissonet in a litigious spirit, and in order 
to avoid the payment of his debt, has thought proper, on the day of the said seizure, 
to make an opposition thereto, as well in his o>','n behalf as on l)(';lalf of his wife, 
grounded upon the pretended torts and grievances which he inten(l, to particularize, 
and has caused the said Dame de Vercheres to be summoned to <11'pea1' before us, this 
day, to proceed upon the said opposition, and that not seeing upon what ground the 
said opposition has been made, unless it be to vex the said Dame de Verchel'es, he 
prays that it may please us to dismi,ss the said opposition, made by the :'aid Bissnnet 
and his wife, to the seizure of their moveables, and that in cons(',]uenc(', in default of 
the said Bissonet paying the afuresai,l arrears of cens et FCllles, tlie movcables aforesaid 
may be removed and sold. 

Having heard the said Bissonet who stated to us that.he had made the said opposition 
merely because the saiel Dame de Vercheres exacts from him the payment of fom'l ivres 
and ten sols of cens et nntes for the land which he owns in her scigniory, and one 
bushel and a h::llf of wheat yearly; and that he is only bound to pay her, according to 
the location ticket of the said land, grantd by the Sieur de Vercheres to Andre Berzat 
whom he represents, one bushel and a half of wheat yearly, the seigniorial dues, a 
day's work, and to assist in planting the May-Pole, and that, in conseque,}ce, it may 
please us to discharge him from the payment of the four livres and tCll sols, which the 
said Dame de Vercheres dcmaul[, of him yearly; and the said Sieur de Pouligny, 
acting as aforesaid, having replied that the defence of the said Biosonct i,e; the s"me as 
the one by him set up, at the time of the making of our ordinance of 14th September 
1720, and which we have disregarded, praying, moreover, the 8ailI Sieur de Pouli­
gny, acting as aforesaid, that inasmuch as the said Bi3wnet is i;). bad f ,itll and only 
i:!eeks to elude the payment of' his debt, it may please us to oruer that our ordin-ancc 
of the 14th September 1720 be executed. 
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Considering all which, and seeing our said ordinance of the 14th September 1720, 
the said seizure and the opposition thereto made, as aforesaid, we, without regard to 
the opposition made by the said Bissonet to the seizure of his moveables, which 0ppo­
sitiun we hereby dismiss, order that our said ordinance of the 14th September 1720 
shall be executed; that, to that effect, the said Bissonet do, within fifteen days from 
the service of the pre;;cnt ordinance, pay to the said Dame de Vercheres all the arrears 
of cens ct rentes to her due by reason of the said concession; and that he will take the 
deed of conce,;"ioll to him granted and passed, by the said Dame de V ercheres, before 
Adhemard, notary, on the 2:)th June 170,1, and, in default by him to comply with the 
present ordinance, and the delay above mentioned having expired, we have condemned 
him to a fine of sixty livres payable to the jabrique of the parish ofVercheres, and the 
recovery of which shall be enforced at the diligence of the said Dame de Vercheres, or 
of the acting churchwarden of the said fabrique, who shall be held to enter the said 

sum in his account of the present year. 

Thu8 ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec., (,n the fifteenth day of January one thousand seven hundred and 

twenty-three. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

[Ord. of 1723, No.9, Folio 14.] 

Ordiflance condeml1ing .Jean Bou.tin, Pierre Guignard and Guillaume Lemieux, to work 
u·itliin a year, to the ~learing if their lands j and allowing a difault against Antoine 
Gwl1nnct and tlw Widow Guig7lard, they not haring appeared. 

IVhcHEL B:EGo~, &c. 

Seeing t?e petition t~ us ~resenteJ by the sieur de Rigauville, seignior of Belle chasse, 
an officer 1'1 the navy m thiS .country, stating that he has conceded lands in the seignio­
ry of Bellechasse, to Fraw;:Ols' La Croix, Jean Fradet, Antoine Guillemet Jean Pro­
vencal, Seb~:,tien.Moril~ <:'uillaume Lemieux, Louis Fortin, Jacques Des~oismaisons, 
J~seph Fortm, PIene Gwgnard, Augustin Guignard, Jean Boutin Antoine Morin, 
Simon Fournier, Jean Bapti,tc DaIQTIeau Louis Destro' . S· 'J nd 1 • , ,.", Ismalsons, ,Imon, acques a 
Joseph Talbot, Tlmothe Pare and Prisque Paulin, who do not actually reside, (ne 
~cnne~ pasfeu ct .llcu.) on the said lands, and do not clear them, although they have 
. e~.rr' or a long tmw, conceded to them, to his prejudice and damage and to the pre­
JU Ice afnd 2au:age of the other inhabitants settled in the said seigni~ry inasmuch as 
most 0 the said grantees do not th . l' ' the s . d . . pay ell' rent, {o not bnng their crrain to the mill oj 
nary :;ea~;g-n~ory'h(~ohn(lJt contribute to the ,public works, and do :ot make the ordi· 

o w IC t 18y are bound t ds h' . . may plea_e U' to d h h owar t ell' neighbors, and praving that II 
- , or er t at t e said inh b' o r 

Rear it d"clared that th' 1 d a hants or grantees do appear before UB, tc 
en an s are fi -P' d' . ouelte or re-umted to the domain of the Said 
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seigniory. Our ordinance being at the bottom of the said petition, and bearing date 
on the thirtieth day of January last, to the effect that the parties be called to appear 
before us this day, and that the said petition and ordinance be served upon thc granteeS'; 
following which said last mentioned ordinance is the notice thereof and of the said 
petition, by Lemieux, officer of militia of the said seigniory of Bellechasse, given to 
the said Jean Boutin, Pierre Guignard, Guillaume Lemieu..x, widow Guignard and 
Antoine Guillemet, inhabitants of the said seigniory, and the said Boutin, Guignard, 
and Guillaume Lemieux having appeared before us, in obedience to our said ordi­
nance, have stated, to wit :-The said Jean Boutin, that it is true that some time has 
elapsed since the sieur de Rigauville has conceded to him the land of which he de­
mands the forfeiture or re-union, but that when he requested the grant of it he told the 
sieut de Rigauville that he took it to settle one of his children thereon, who is now ar­
riving at an age to enable him to work upon it; that the said sieur de Rigauville does 
not suffer any damage from the want of a settlement upon the said land since he is a 
grantee of the first range of concessions, and has paid him the cens et rentes due to this 
day, by reason of the said concession, upon which he will cause the required work to 
be done during the present year. 

The said Pierre Guignanl who stated to us, that he has already cleared four arpentll 
and a half of his said land, that he is ready to go and reside thereupon and to conti­
nue to clear the same, and that he now resides in the said seigniory; that as regards 
the cens et rentes, he has paid them up to this day. 

And the said Guillaume Lemieux, who also stated to us, that the Raid sieur de Ri­
gauville cannot complain of his not having commenced the clearing of his said land. 
it having been conceded to hiH father, for him the said Guillaume Lemiuux when he 
was yet very young; that during the present year he will commence to work upon it ; 
and that the cens et rentes have been paid to this day to the said sieur de Rigauvil1e, 
who persisted in the conclusions of his said petition. 

We order that the said Jean Boutin, Pierre Guignard and Guillaume Lemieux, 
shall be held to work at the clearing of their said lands, in a year and a day, from the 
notice to them given of the present ordinance by the captain of militia, who shall 
affix his return at the bottom thereof; and that in default thereof, and the said delay 
having expired, we shall proceed upon the petition of the said sieur de Rigauville as 
may be fitting, and we have granted a default against the said Antoine Guillemet and 
widow Guignard, who have not appeared either in person or by attorney, and we de­
clare our present ordinance executory against them. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done and given at Quebec, the first of March one thousand lIeven hundred and 
twenty-two. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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[OrJ. of 17:;:J, No.9, Folio 21.] 

OrdiJl(ll/fC oblirrillrr Arlil1Jl alld Rical'J f() .settle and rOllfirlllc the clearings upon t~eir 
1(1 lids ; c{J/~ll')~lIIil7!{ tlo' siclIl' Larar:!, scignior if St. Pierre, to return to lIlassicol 
and Carignan the rellts wMcl. he l.asrcceired during.fice years that he ltas been ill 
possession if tlbci!' lallds, and to i'UJlCClZr, to each if thcm, another land if four aT­

l"'lIts b!! fort!!, ill slid. part if his uneonccded lallds as tlu:y rnay select and at tlte 

sarne rate if (,(,liS ct rCflles. 

:\IrCIIEL BEGox, &c. 

Seeing our ordinance of the :i!)th J line 1721, made between the sieur Levrard, mas­
ter gunner, in this country, OWIWl' and proprietor of the seigniory of St. Piene, on the 
one part, awl St. Marc and Piene Rivard, farmers of Batiscan, the said 8t. Marc, 
acting as well for himilelf as for Jean Baptiste Adam and one Guillet, his sons in law, 
on the other part, enjoining the said grantees of the said seigniory of St. Peter, actu­
ally to settle and rC';;ide upon their lands wilhin a year from that day, and in default 
of their so Joing, anJ the ,ai,1 delay haying l'xl'ired, permitting the said sieur Levrard 
to summon them to appear l,,-,jrJl'tJ 11" that it may be ordered that the fOlfeiture or re­
union of the lellld" which they hold in the said seigniory to the domain thereof, shall 
take place; and that the ~ienr Lcyrarcl shall bc permitted to concede them to others, 
at the same ratc of rents and dues; also the return of N ormanclin, bailiff, residing at 
Batiscan, at the bottom of the said ordinance, and bearing clate on the twenty-second 
September following, by which it appears that he has read, publisheg and posted up 
a copy of the said ordinance', at the church door of Batiscan, where all the said gran­
tees reside; 

Another return of the sail1 N ormalldin, bearing date on the twenty-fifth of February 
last, that at the request of the "ieur de LevTard, he has summoned the said Piene Ri­
varJ, ;-)t. Marc, Adam awl Franc;<:is Frigon, Fr:mc;ois Du Clos elit Carignan, Luc Pro­
teall, Madelaine Guillet, widow of Robert RivarJ dit Lorancrer and Jean Baptiste 
BralL~sard dit Langevin, to appear before us this day, at tw~ of the clock P. 1\1., to 
the end that it may be ordered that their lands shall be re-united to the domain of the 
said seigniory of ;-)t. Pienc, in COll'C'(juence of their having neglected to occupy the 
same, (d'y tcuirji'u ct lieu) within a year, in conformity with our said ordinance; and 
only Jean Baptiste Adam having appeared, in obedience to the said summons, who 
stated to IL", namely, the said Adam, that he appeared as well for himself, as for Jac­
ques Mas~icot and Franc;ois Carrignan, farmers of Batiscan aforesaid, in virtue of their 
power of attorney, dated the seco:ld day of the present month, which he exhibited to 
us, and stated also tha~, as to himself, he had cleared five arpents of his said land, and 
had erected a hut, untIl he had the means of erectino- a house thcreon and that eady 

t . h' b, 
nex sprmg, e mtends to crflSS the river, and to continue his clearings offering more-
over t h d ,1 ' o pay t e rcnts an ulles, (eens et rentcs) as he has heretofore done . 

. And ~,with regard to the said Massicot and Carrignan, that since five or six years, the 
sal Sleur Levrard has taken . f h . . 
his ·n. 1 . possesslOn 0 t ell' lands, Without their consent, to construct 

. fil , t lat m consequencc the h - b .. y a\ e not een able to comply With our ordmance of 
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the 20th J lIDe 1721; praying that they may be permitted to re-onter upon their lands, 
in order to settle upon the same; and that it may please us to condemn the said sieur 
Levrard to return and reimburse to them the rents of the said lands, during the time 
h3 has had possession of the same, and which they have paid to the agent of the said 
Masson, until the year 1722, at which time she died. 

The said sieur Rivard being also heard, stated that, last year he erected upon his 
said grant, a log-house of twenty-five feet, at which he is now working, and sawing 
some boards to make the roof and floors; that he has cleared two arpents of his said 
land and hopes to make it productive this very year, offering also to pay the cens et 
rentes as he has done heretofore. 

And the said sieur Levrard answered that upon the representations of the grantees 
of lands in his said seigniory, that the erection of a mill would induce them to settle on 
their lands, he had built a mill in his said seigniory fiye years ago; that the said mill 
is in good order, and that he suffers considerable damage from the refusal of the said 
grantees to settle on their said lands. 

That vl'lth regard to the defence set up by the said Massi cot and Cani.gnan, und the 
demand by them made of the restitutiol! of cens et rente:, which they haye paid to the 
attorney of the said Masson up to 1722, the period at which she died, he stated that 
being under the necessity of building a mill in his said seigniory, at the request of the 
grantees, and not finding a more convenient place to (Teet the said mill, than the lands 
of the said Massicot and Carrignan, upon which they ha,l made no cleali.ngs what­
ever, he was compelled for the sake of public utility to build his said mill there, as 
being the most convenient place in his seigniory, but that he is ready and offers to give 
to each of them, in lieu of this said grant, a concession of four arpents by forty, in such 
part of the unconceded lands as they may select, on paymcnt by them of the same cens 

ct rentes as the other grantees pay; offering moreover, to reimbur~e to them such cellS 

ct rentes as they shall prove they have paid to the said widow Masson by reason of 
their said grants, during the five years he has been in possession of their said lands, 
until the decease of the said widow; persisting however, the said Levrard, in the con­
clusions and objects of his said petition. 

We order that the said Adam and Rivard shall continue the clearing of their lands, 
and that they shall immediately settle on the same; and in default of their working 
at the clearing of their said lands, wi.thin a year from the service upon them of our pre­
sent ordinance, we authorize the said sieur de Levrard to cite them before us, to be 
dealt with as may be proper; we have granted acte to the said Massi cot and Carrignan 
of the offers of the said Leyrard, and in consequence have condemned him to reim­
burse the cens et rentes which they shall prove they have paid to the said wi.dow Mas­
son, by reason of their said lands during the five years that he has had possession of it, 
until her death, and to concede to them, in exchange for the said land which the said 
LeVl"ard has retaken, a land of four arpents in front by forty arpents in depth, in such 
part of the unconceded lands of his seigniory as they may select, at the same rate of 
eens ct I'Clltcs as the other grantees of the said seigniory, which concession they shall 



96 

be held to choose within three months at the latest, fi'om the date of the service upon 
them of our pre,;cllt ordinawc, and upon condition that they shall actually settle and 

reside (tenir feu et liell) upon the said conces:io~ within a twelve rno.nths; and in ~le­
fault of settling and re~iding lIpon the same, wltllln a year, and the saId. delay havIng 
expired, we permit the said ~i('ur LeHar~ t~ c~te them before u~; to a~lde our fUlther 
order. \\'u grant default again;;t the SaId ~amt Marc, Fran~Ols Fngon, Luc Prfl­
teau, ::\hrlelaiue Guillet. wido": Robert Rivard dit Loranger, and Jean Baptiste Braus-
8ard dit Langevin, de{;_-ndants who have not appeared, either in person or by attorney. 
and we declare our present ordinance executory against them. 

Done and 0~en at Quebec, the 11th March 1723. 

(Sig-ned) BEGON. 

[Ordinance of 1723, No.9, Folio 4G'J 

(hd'-IIUiu;e compelling the inhabitants if Longueuil u·7w lwve a right in the common tl) 
contribute one day's work, each year, to clear the addition UJ the said common made 
by tlie Baron de LOllguil, 11'itholtt anyfllrther c1wrges. 

?llIcHEL BEGox, &c. 

It having- been reprc'<ented to us, by HI'. Ie Baron de Longueuil, governor of Three­
RiveTS, that with a view to enable the inbahitants of the seigniory of Longueuil to 
pasture their cattle, he has euhrgell the common of the said seigniory by addin; to it 
cig;hty.arpents, without any other rent or charges than those contained ill their Jc('(b 
of concession; that as the said enlargement i, advantageous and bencficial to th,-m. 
he pnp that it may please m to order that each of the inhabitants who have a right 
of common, ~hal! contribute one day's work to clear the addition to such common. 

lYe, in consequence order that all the inhabitants of the said seigniory of L"ll­
gueuil, who have a right of common, shall, on the day to be fixed by till' said sieur de 
Longueuil, perform a day's work, each and every yell', to clear the aforesaid ei~bty 
arpcnts of land added to the said common. 

Ordered, &l'. 

Done at Quebec, the twenty-fourth day of April, one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-three. 

(;,igncd) BEGON. 
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[Ordce. of 1723, No.9, Folio 78.] 

Ordinance prohibiting the sieur St. Denis, acting for dame Duchesnay, kts motl~~, and 
all other seigniors, to exact the rents stipulated in livres tournois, monnoie de France, 
otherwise than after a reduction if a quarter; and condemning those WM have re­
ceived them in full, to return t1~e difference, or carry it to tl~e credit if those con­
cerned. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Upon the petition presented to us by Jean Marcou, Ignace Toupin, Vincent Rodri­
gue, Rene Toupin, Jacques Avisse et Michel Chevalier, old inhabitants of the parish of 
Beauport, alleging that they own in the seigniory of Beauport, belonging to the widow, 
children and heirs of the late sieur Duchesnay', lands acquired by themoelyes, and others 
left to them by their fathers and mothers, the rents of which lands the said widow Du­
chesnay exacts, at the rate of twenty livre:;, monnaie de Frallce, money of France, per 
arpent in front, without explaining the ccns, under the pretence that in the deedll of 
concession of the said lands, it is stipulated that twenty 7il'1"cS tounwis of rent shall be 
paid for each arpent in front; that the said widow Duche 'nay cannot avail herself of 
the word tournois, which wa:, formerly used by notaries, became since that period, the 
rents of the said lands have been paid to her, and she has rect'iverl them at the rate 
of "la monnaie de cartes, " deducting one qm\rt~r; and praying that it may please us 
to order that the said dame veuve Duche,;nay give her explanatio;" respecting the 
word tournois, and declare whether she intends to make them pay the said rents, at 
any other rate than that upon which she has received them during the time of the 
monnaie de cartes. 

At the bottom of the said petition is found our ordinance oi' the 14th instant, to the 
effect that the parties be called to appear before us this day; as abo the summous gi­
ven, in consequence, to the said dame Duchesnay, as well in her own llame, as in the 
name of her children, minors and of age, by Dessaline, bailiff, on the 18th instant.­
To which summons, the sieur J uschereau de St. Denis, son of the said Jame Duches­
nay, acting as wen for himself, as for his said mothcr, tutrix to hi, brothers and sis­
ters, still minors, and also for his other brothers and sisters, who are of age, has ap­
peared and stated to us, that he will abide by our decision upon the present contesta­
tion; praying that if we consider that he is not well founded in his demand, we may 
be pleased to order that those, to whom grants have been made, since the suppression 
of the monnaie de cartes, at the rate of twenty !ivres per arpent in front, shall be held 
to pay the said twenty liz11'cS in specie, as it is stated in their deeds that they shan pay 
20 livres, monnaie de France; and the said petitioners have per,;i,-;ted in their demand; 

Having heard the patties, and seeing the said petition, our ordinance and summons 
subjoined thereto, we, considering that the said rents which have been stipulated in 
livres tournois have, with the consent of the seig:aiors, been rcceived with a deduction 
of one quarter, until the suppression of the monna;c de cartes; and th:::t, on the con­
tr~ry, those which have been stipulated mormaie de france haye bee11 paid without any 

N 
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reduction; and considering alBo, that by the 9th article of the king's declaration res­
pecting the mOl/naie de cartes, of the 5th July 11'17, His Majesty has ordered; that the 
cens ct rer/,les, du('~, fann and house-rents, and other debts contracted before the enre­
gistration of the said declaration, whenever 1Jwnnaie de France is not stipulated, might 
be paid with la monnaie de France, deducting one quarter, which is the difference be­
tween the currency of France and of this country.-W e prohibit the said sieur de St. 
Denis, in his said quality, and all other seigniors, from exacting the rentes stipulated 
in heres toumois, and others not stipulated monnaie de Frana, from receiving 
them, othenvi::;e than with a reduction of one quarter; and we order all those who 
have reCl,iYcd them in full, to return the difference, or to carry it to the credit of their 
temmt~, to be deducted from the rents due and to accrue hereafter; and adjudicating 
upon the dem:md of the said ~jeur de St. Denis, in his said quality, that the rents of 
the grants made in the seigniory of Beauport, since the suppression of the 1Jwnnaie de 
cartes, and which have been stipulateil, at the rate of 20 livres per arpent in front, 
without stating that monnaie de Frallce was meant,-

,Yo order that tl:e said rents shall be paid at the rate of 20 1i eres, monllaie de France, 
in full and without any reduction of one quarter; inasmuch as by the 8th article of 
the said declaration, His Majesty has abrogated the currency of this country, and has, 
in consequence, orilered that all contracts. stipulations, dues, rents and all other tran­
sactions whatsoever shall 1)(' made and stipulated in monnaie de France, from the cnre­
gistering of His said declaration. 

Thus ordered, &c.. 

Done at Quebec., thi~ 21st June 1723. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

fOrd. of 1723, No.9, Folio 93.] 

Ordinance which sets aside and di8mi8ses the pretensions if tIle sieurs Marcot and Clws­
tenay to arrogate to themselves the right if fislling infront if their land, reserved by 
lIIr. Robineau, seignior if Portneuj; and wllich permits the sieur de Oroisille, son 1:n 
law if tlte sieur Robineau, to farm tlte said right to them, at tIle rate if four hogs­
heads (bariques) if Eels per annum. 

MTCHRL BEGON, &c.. 

~he sieur Croisille, an Ensign in the company of the naval force in this country as 
haVIng married M' M . ARb' . . ' . ISS ane- nne 0 meau, actmO" also for MISS Marguerite Renee 
Robmeau h" . l' 0 , . IS sister-m- aw, umversal legatees of the said late sieur Jacques Robi-
neau and m that l' . p' . .qua Ity propnetors, each for one half, of the lands and barony of 

ortneuf, havlIlg cited b r. H M 
b 't . f p e ore us, enry arcot and Jean Baptiste Chastenaye inha-

I anb 0 ortnenf r. . d' ' a oresa! ,as representmg Jean Fran90is Marcot, to the end that 
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they may be prohibited from setting nets to catch Eels in front of their residence, in­
asmuch as they have no right so to do, and that they never have exercised the said 
right, nor the said Jean Fran<;ois Marcot whom they represent, the right of fishing 
having always been reserved and farmed out by the said late Jacques Robineau, 
and since his decease by the said sieur de Croisille, acting as aforesaid. 

We have heard the said Marcot and Chastenaye, who informed us that the said sieur 
de Croisille has no right to hinder them from fishing as aforesaid, since they ought to 
have the same privileges as the other inhabitants of the locality, who have the right 
to fish in front of their lands; that it is true that in the location ticket of the land they 
own, granted by the said late Jacques Robineau to the said Jean Franc;ois Marcot, 
and addressed to the sieur La Cetiere, a notary of this town, in order to prepare a 
deed thereupon, no mention is made of the said right to fish; but that it is therein 
stated that the said sieur de la Cetiere shall make and prepare the deed with the same 
clauses, and upon the same conditions, as the other inhabitants of the place. That the 
deed was accordingly prepared by the said sieur de la Cetiere, which deed, however, 
the said late sieur Jacques Robineau refused to sign; that nevertheless, they have ac­
quired the said land from the said Jean Fran<;ois Marcot, solely in the hope of enjoy­
ing the right of fishing, as aforesaid, inasmuch as the greater part, or almost the whole 
of the said land is worthless, they are thereby exposed to great damage and loss, hav­
ing incurred considerable expense to establish the said fishery, never anticipating any 
trouble in the enjoyment of the right in question; that the said sieur de Croisille has 
lIO right to hinder them from enjoying the said priyilege of' fishing, since the 
intention of the said late sieur Jacques Robineau, wa~ that the deed for the said lmd 
should be passed with the same clauses and upon the same conditions as those of the 
other inhabitants who enjoy the privilege of fishing in front of their land.>. Where­
fore they pray that it may please us to order that they shall have and elljoy the right 
to fishing in front of the said land, and that the sieur de Croi~ille 1)(' prohibited from 
disturbing them in the enjoyment thereof. 

To which defence, the said sieur de Croisille replied, that it is easily perceived that 
the said Marcot and Chasten aye are acting under the influence of bad advice, and that 
their demand to enjoy the said right of fi~hing, is the effect thereof, inasmuch as the 
said sieur Robineau has always reserved to himself the said right, and that he never 
intended to give it up to the said Jean Franc;.ois Marcot, it being the most consider­
able revenue of the seigniory, and that to indemnify the said Marcot for the privation 
of the said right, he, she said Rohineau, granted him six arpcnts of land in £i'ont, 
which are only charged with the rent of four arpents. 

That the proof that the said Jean Franc;.ois Marcot never enjoyed the right of 
fishing, is made evident by their defence, since they agree themselyes that the said 
late sieur Robineau would not sign the contract which was drawn by the said sieur de 
la Cetiere, because it was therein stated that the grantee would have the right of fish­
ing; that what establishes more strongly that the defendants have no right to the said 
fishery and never pretended to have any, and that the said right haB not been conceded 
to the said Jean Franc;.ois Marcot, and that they have never clijoyed the same, ill 
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that to their knmvlcd<:;c; the ",~,iJ late sieur R"'iClc[!a has a1l":1.ys farmed it out, and the 
~"id .T ean Frant;,oi~ Marcot never Clljoytl it, neither helVe they since their residence 
on tIle Baid land; ti,o ~aid Henry Mltre,,,t not beillg "\Tll able to deny that he did not 
b,.,t y(;~,r u[l'cr tu give to tllo. ",,,iJ Crui,ille, five lJl\nds and a half (if Eel,;, per annum, 
for the ront of t];8 ,'aid fi')H'ry: tl1at iu conse'lH(,Jl('o, t:1C'ir demand to enjoy the said 
fi~hery on the ~ame [ootilJg with tlm db;r ink,bitant.s i3 ab,:urJ; that nevertheless, and 
wheTe'as it i, ]:1"1'(' natm'ul tlJat the said delL-m1all''; Blwultl k,VO the lease of the said 
fishery, in prcfen:'llce to any other, on account of its being situate in front of their 
lamb, he nl:'~cnt:; to gi\'e then; t)l(' 1l'~2e and Tnil'ilege theroor; for the said five barrels 
and a half "f EeL, which the wid Henry j\J:arcot "L~'rl'd him last year. 

To wl,;,h the S:lid Henry Tlbrcot nplied, thnt it i,-, true that he knew that the 
said fi,,;hery haLl nlway, hc.'ll le:Lcc1, and that he had the preceding year offered five 
barrels and a h,,]1" d' Eels per annum, but tlrt he kctl since been infi)rmed tlmt the 
said "ieur (j;, Croi,ii,," coulc1not (1..my bim tk~ li';~lt of {i . .Li1l'(, :,i];('o all the other in­
habitcllU of Portneuf enjoy~d th<.' same, in ilont Ii;' their lanLls: wherefore he per­
"io;ted, as well as tllll said Cha',lt:llayc' in their said defc)l1cco. 

We, il]~,mu('h as it appears t:.;Jt the s~litl bt3 :'.ieur Robineau hus always enjoyed 
the ri",l,t of h:·Liw;· in £runt of the Innd by llim conceded tu J e~n r,ictrcot, and that he 
has not specifically c:'llct:(lc,l the oaic1 ri::;ht :-

Chk;' t:1"( tLe [;~:i.l "ienr ,1::; Croi.iJ';s, ::1(·tiw' as d'Ol'e's:,:", shall centinue to use and 
.:J 

u:j'JY the snid IiohC:1Y, ~,nd by his CI,;l-l'llt, that the ;"aitl J'.I:Jrcot and ChU2tenaye may 
use und enjoy tl18 '~iUe f(lr tL8 ,"pacll of two years, on their gj'ing him, for each of 
the said two yeu" .. :, f(!llr b;"Tt:10 of l::l'h, tLe:t is tr, :,ay, two bal'rela per annum each, 
<11:,1 they sh::ll Le LelJ to TG:lke their option witLill eight at}; l', IJ,U the notification 
which will be made to thE:lll ufthe p"'cseut ordinance, in ddimlt of \1Lich, and the said 
delay expired, \\c pumit the saiJ :oieur de Cn.J.,i'k to dispose of the said fishery as 
he may see fit. 

It is hereby further ordered that, at the expirntion of the said two years, of the 1.'11-

joyment by the said Marcot and Cllll,-t::n<tye of the said fishery, they l'll':y, if they 
think proper, continue tu C'10'1}' the same, on paying to the said sieur de Croisille the 
same annual rent of [om' barrels uf Eels, 

Tlms orden,a, &c. 

Done at Quebec, this 25th July 1723. 

(Signerl) BEGON. 
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[Ord. from 1723, No.9, Folio 112.] 

. Ordinance which condemns the Sieur Gachet, agent for the seignim de la DurantaYr!, 
to cause the lands of the inhahitants of the said seigniory to be bounded without 
delay, and which suspends the payment if the lands unt'tl boundaries shall have 
been placed, eJ-c., eJ-c. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Upon the petition to us presented by Jacques Quent;lt, Antoine Couppy, Pierre J ovin, 
Jean Pasquier and Joseph Denis, inhabitants of St. Michel de la Durantaye, acting as 
well in their own WLme as in the names of the other habitants of the said place, alleging 
that, during several years past, they have paid to the ~ur Gachet, the authorized 
agent of the Sieurs de la Durantaye and vVic1r,'W Cadran, absent from this country, 
the rents of the lands which they possess in the saic1 seigniory, which said lands have 
never been measured nor bounded, notwit~!'tanding their numerous applications to 
the said Sieur Gachet, so that they do not know the extent in depth of their lots, and 
praying that we may be pleased to condemn the said Gachet in his said quality to 
deliver to them the extent of land which they ought to haYe, as well in front as in 
depth, according to their location tickets, and a necessary road, upon the offer by them 
made to pay their rents at the same rate as the other inhabitants of the said seigniory 
as also that he shall be held to compel the other inhabitants in front of them to reside 

. upon their grants in order to ~ve them the ordinary clearing; at the bottom of which 
petition is our ordinance of YC:iten1ay to the effect that the parties be called to appear 
before us this day, at ten o'clock in the morning. 

And the summons in consequence given to the said Gachet by Rageot, bailiff, yes­
terday, and the said Gachet having appeared and stated to us that, in his quality of 
agent of the said Sieur de 1a Durantaye and Dame widow Cadran, he does not intend 
to oppose the demand of the said Quenet, Couppy and others, and that he will abide 
by the order by us given; 

Considering which, and seeing the said petition, our order and the summons at the 
bottom of it dated as aforesaid, we condemn the said Gachet, in his said quality, to 
cause the boundaries of the plaintiffs' said lands to be drawn without delay by a sur­
veyor, as well in front as in depth, according to their location tickets, in presence of 
the said parties or after due notice given to them, the cost of which survey shall be 
paid by the plaintiffs, and we do hereby suspend the payment of the rents of the lands 
until the said survey shall have taken place; condemning also the said Gachet, in his 
quality, to furnish to the said plaintiffs the road by them demanded, and as to their 
rents, we order that they bring back their location tickets, in order to pay them at the 
same rate as the other inhabitants of the seigniory de la Durantaye. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the sixteenth November one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-three. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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fOrd. of 1724, No. 10, Folio n.] 

Ordinance D(m&mning the Sieur Pierre Tremblay to conccde to the Sieur Gonticr 12 
ar}Jents 0/ land in front by 40 arpcnts in depth, upon the condition th~t he do pay 
the arrears of rCllt at. t7u Tate if 6 livres currency if the COltntry, or 4< hvres 10 sols 
currency of France, and 6 capons or 4 livres, 10 sols and 9 deniers of cens per 
arpent, each year, and to give Mm a deed if concession thereof· 

MICHEL BEG ON, &c. 

Seein(T our ordinance of the 3rd February 1717, made between Pierre Tremblay, 
I:l 

proprietor of the seigniory of Eboulemens, and Louis Gontier, .residing in the said 
seigniory, enacting that, without regard to our ordinance of 1713, made in favor of 
the said Pierre Trembly, and by which we have reduced the land of the said Gontier 
from 12 arpents to 6, upon the statement made to us by the said Pierre Tremblay, that 
the said grant was too extensive to be effectually cultivated by the said Gontier alone, 
,\"ithout informing us that he had previously been condemned by Mr. Raudot,by his or­
dinance of the 8th March 1710, to concede the said twelve arpents, by which we have 
ordered that the said ordinance of Mr. Raudot should be executed, according to its 
tenor and effect, and that, conHequently, the said Tremblay should be compelled to 
allow the said twelve arpents which he had been condemned to concede to him, upon 
the same conditions as those mentioned in the deeds of the other grantees of lands of 
the Petite-Riviere, and upon condition of the payment of the said rents, from the 8th 
March 1710. 

Another ordinance by us made, on the 28th June last, between the said parties, 
by which, to establish the depth which the said land should have, we have given act 
to the parties of the nominations by them made to settle the same, namely: the said 
Tremblay, of Louis Tremblay, hi~"brother, and the said G ontier, of Jacques Fortin j and 
in case they should differ, they might call in an umpire j that the said arbitrators 
should go 011 the premises to examine the same, after having been dilly sworn before 
the Sieur de Chavigny, whom we have authorised to that effect, as also to reduce the 
report of the said arbitrators to writing, which report shoilld be brought before UB, 

that thereupon we might order what should be right respecting the depth of the said 
land. 

Seeing also the return of the said Sieur de Chavigny, dated on the 29th August 
last past, establishing that the said Lonis Tremblayand Jacques Fortin had been 
duly sworn to make the said visit, after which the said arbitrators differing in opinion 
and not haying agreed upon the nomination of an umpire, and the said Tremblay and 
Gontier differing also as to the nomination of such an umpire, the said Sr. de Chavigny 
shoul have named as such umpire Joseph Poulin, agent of Bay St. Paul's farm, who, 
after being duly sworn well and truly to visit and examine the said farm, has de­
clared that he had well examined the same in several parts thereof and had observed 
that it was composed of nothing but red earth, which is rather sand than earth, ha\,;ng 
a stony bottom with large rocks, impracticable in consequence of the height of the 
land which rises ve "dl h'" . ry rapl y; t at It IS ImpOSSIble to make roads through it j that the 
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upper part is covered with bad fir and cedar trees; that he does not believe that more 
than five arpents in depth of the said land, in the widest part of the same, are fit for 
cultivation and sowing, and that even, as to that depth, a part of it tumbled every 
year; and that, during the last five or six years, half an acre had been thus destroyed. 

We, considering the retUTIl made by the said Poulin, umpire as aforesaid, have 
condemned the said Pierre Tremblay to concede to the said Louis Gontier 12 arpents 
in front by 40 in depth, in his seigniory, upon the same conditions and at the same 
rate mentioned in the concessions made to the inhabitants of the Petite-RIviere, and as 
it has been heretofore ordered by the ordinance of Monsieur Raudot of the 8th March 
1710, and by that which we have made in consequence on the 3rd February 1717. 

And being infonned that the inhabitants of La Petite-Riviere PlJ.Y, according to 
their deeds of concession ten sols currency of this country, per arpent in front, and 
the half of a capon, we condemn the said Gontiel' to pay to the said Tremblay the 
arrears of rents of his said land, in specie, to begin on the 8th March 1710, at the 
rate of 6 livres currency of this country, being in currency of France 4 livres, 10 sols 
and 9 deniers of cens per arpent, yearly. 

And we order that the said Tremblay shall exeeute a deed of concession to the said 
Gontier, upon the conditions and at the rate above mentioned, and in default by the 
said Tremblay to comply with these presents within one month from this day, and the 
said delay being expired, we further order that our present ordinance shall be to the 
said Gontier equivalent to such deed of concession. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twelfth day of April one thousand seven hundred and twenty­
four. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

(Ord. of 1724, No. 10, Folio 34.] 

Ordinance compelling the Sieur Beaudoin to clear, for the Widow Beaudoi1t, his sister 
in law, as much land upon the new grant to her made, as there is on the lot cut 
off from her ja1'm by the seignior of Repentigny, and of which the said Beaudoin 
is now in possession. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Marie Riviere, widow of Jacques Beaudoin, ofthe River of L' Assomption, in the 
seigniory of Lachenaye, having appeared before us with Guillame Beaudoin, her 
brother in law, and her neighbours, to settle the difficulties existing between them in 
relation to the execution of our ordinance of the 7th July 1720; the said widow pre­
tending that the land which the Sieur de Repentigny wishes to give her to indemnify 
her for the land of which the fixing of proper boundaries has deprived her, and by 
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which the said Beaudoin has been benefitted, i3 not acceptable by reason of the great 
expences to be incuned in draining the same by mea~ uf ditches a.t le~st fifteen feet 
deep; and therefore lll''')'ing- that she may be placed 111 the same SItuatIOn as she was 

previous to our said ordinance. 

And the said Beaudoin maintaining that dw cannot avail herfelf of that reason or 

disturb him havina VolUI1L:lily aQTeed with him that, in lieu of the work which he was 
',,:) ~ 0 

to do fln the new grant to her l'1'<;mi,;cJ by the said Sieur de:n c;lcntigTly,he would clear 
the same quantity of land ul":ll her old grant, according to the 2))'(JCis-rcdJaZ of Beaudry, 
a land-sury,,)'u!', wherein t:lC ,c.did :l.~T8emcnt i~ mentioned, and which he has exhi­

bited unto u,; as hC'~<ling date t 11C' IGth May 1721; 

\Vhereup' m. and hayin,S" hccI'd the :":Iitl Eiem' de Repentigny who c·tutr:r1 that the saill 
widow has accepted the baid land which he (JllCl'cd her, at the time of t110 making of 
our said ordinance, an,l that he has llO other to give in the s:1id s<:i!;!liory; seeing our 
ordinance "j'tbe 7th July 17:?0, ~lJ1d the report or the said Bcam1ry ,,1' the IGth j\by 
1720, and UpOIl the wI1l,1" dL'liLerated, ,\;illOUt reference to the said covenant alleged 
by the said Beaudoin, which \,'e ,1cdare tl) be null, 

'iVe have or,1cr('cl th;)t 01;r :c:;i.1 ordin~nc2 of the IGth May 17:20 be 8:;:ccutcd between 
the said partie,';, aml that, in consequence, t1Jc' said DC"l,lLi,l shall be held to clear, 
upon the new grant to the said widow, as much lawl as there is upon t1JC lanel cut off 
from hC'l' fann ancI "f which the srrid J3eaurl"i'l i" in 1"J'oc.-,:il:1J, according to the survey 
thereof made 11)' tIle said Be;;uclry; the saicl cleal-ing to be made at the place indicated 
by the said ,,-idow, 1m'il1 l~18 said 1;('W grvnt, w1,jch indication she will be boulld to 
make within two years il·';m tlii.' day, during \\hid, time aIld until the said Beaudoin 
shall have made the said cleari,,'~', she ""ill 1811niu in po ""_':.,irJll and enjo:; the said 
ground cut off from her farm, accl)nlin,::; to our said ordinance. 

Thus ordered, &c, 

Done at Montreal, in our resi(iPnc8, this ninth day of June one tbflE.-:Z1l1rl seven 
hundred and twenty-four. 

(Signed) BEGOX. 

fOrd. from 1720 to 17'~(:), Xo.11, Follo 2:2.J 

Ordinance betwccn the sicllr Gasti" and tl~e 6icUTS Peyre and JJCN/lICt, re.spc;·lirrg the Cod 
}isllel'Y in tI,e riL'cr de le lllag,7d!lillc, in the Grandc- T~t17,'vrlf'S-.i:lonl.';-~\-IJI,'c-Dal7le 
and at L' .LINse a l' Etang, leased to tlte sicllr Gastin alone, by llfnsicurs Sarrazin 
and Laju.s. 

MICHEL DCG,):", &c. 

< lJp
l
on the p.etition t" us pre:'cr:,c<l by the SiCUT Gastin, Merchant of this city, alleg-

lllg, t lat hanng leased fr tl < S . . . om Je Sleur alTaZlIl, member of the superior council of 
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thi,~ city, and of sieur Jourdain Lajus, in his own name, and as agent for the sieurs 
'rhierry Hazeur, common and grand Penitentiary of the Cathedral Church of this city, 
and Pierre Hazeur de Lorme, also Cannon and first Chorister of the said church, the 
land, seigniories and fiefs of La-grande-vallee-des-monts-Notre-Damc, of the river 
de la Magdelaine and of l' Anse du Grand-Etang, to them belonging in common, with 
the right$ of trading, hunting and fishing through all the extent of the said lands and 
seigniories, upon the conditions mentioned in the deed of lease, and among others, to 
make upon the said seigniories the necessary establishments for trading, hunting and 
fishing, as appears by the said lease, passed before Mtre. Barbel, notary of the Pre­
voste of this city, on the fifth of April last. 

That by reason of the said lease, he has made the necessary preparations and dis­
bursements to commence the said establishments for a permanent cod fishery, and is 
about to dispatch, for that object, three vessels of forty tons each, with fourteen fish­
ing boats and sixty-five men, inasmuch as he intends to occupy the whole extent of 
the said seigniories, as representing the proprietors thereof, in yirtue of the said lease. 
and by our order of the fourteenth of the said month of April, by which we have per­
mitted him, in his said quality, to establish in the said seigniories a permanent fishery. 
and forbidding all other persons to molest him. 

That nevertheless, he has been informed that the sieUl·s Peyre and Becquet, mer­
chants of this city, having obtained a passport from the admiralty in this city, for a 
boat, which they declared they wished to send to the said Anse-du-Grand-Etang, did. 
on the ninth of the said month of April, send a canoe with five men, to retain, in their 
name, a certain extent of beach for cod fishing, which undertaking of the said Peyre 
and Becquet, is in contravention to the marine ordinance of one thousand six hundred 
and eighty-one, contrary also to our said ordinance of the fourteenth of the said month 
of April and against the rights of the said sieurs Sarrazin and Hazeur. proprietors, 
who ought to have the exclu~ive privilege of fishing upon as much space as they may 
occupy, which said right they have ceded to the petitioner, praying that inasmuch as 
the said undertaking would cause him considerable damage, we may be pleased to 
confirm our said ordinance of the fourteenth of the said month of April; and seeing 
the said lease, to forbid the said sieurs Peyre and Becquet, as well as all others, to 
make any establishments whatsoever for fishing, hunting or trading upon the said lands 
and seigniories of the Grande-Vallee-des-Monts of the Dyer de la l\Iagdelaine and of 
l'Anse du Grand-Etang, to the prejudice of the petitioner, and to cause him any trou­
ble or hindrance, under such penalty, costs and damages as we may be pleased to 
order.-the said petition signed "Gastin", at the bottom of which is our ordinance 
of the twenty-third of the said month of April, to the effect that the parties be called 
to appear before us on the following day, at eight o'clock in the forenoon, and the 
summons in consequence given to the said sieurs Pey-re and Becquet, by de Saline. 
bailiff, dated on the same day; the defence set up against the said petition, served at 
the request of the said sieurs Peyre and Becquet, upon the said sieur Gastin, by the 
said de Saline, on the twenty-seventh of the said month of April; by which they al­
lege. ~ongst other things, that the pretensions of the said siew· Gmtin are not only 

9 



106 

new, but contrary to justice and tend to ruin the commerce of this country; that they 
do not pretend to rai,e the question, whether the titles given for a nu~ber. of y~ars 
for su<.:h a large L'xtent of the c. ,untry, as are the tr"ct~ leased to the smd Sl~ur Gas­
tin, which contain nearly twelve leagues of the beach along the sea coast wInch have 
not been settler1 by the proprieton, in any manner whatooevcr, can now have their ef­
fect, after so many declaratiuns by His Majeoty and onkr~ from the Council of State, 
for the rerr,ainder (If the nOll-e,tabli,llcd grant;'" but that he takes the liberty of sta­
tinrr tInt it j, useless for the said "ienr G a:<tin to represent the heavy expenses, 'which 
h~;tates he has incwTc.1 fur the establishment of permanent fislwries, which he in­
tends tu fonn 011 the ,aid lands hy him lea-ed, inasmuch as it is notorious that the two 
lorge,t of tlm'c H'.3scL ,,"hich he states he has equipped for the said fi"herie3 are by 
him intended for lJis trade with Isle Royale; that 1IU other expenses are to be incurred 
than tho,e Gf the or,hnary e1luipments, greater or smaller, according to the intention 
and the means of the parties; the stagcs, shantico and clearings, the privilege of 
which he asks, having 1 )cen cn;cted and m"de by the different merchants who have 
carried on tht fi,Jling bn"inc:-;s during (',"cry ye1r since seventeen hundred and four­
teen, period at 'whiclJ the said harbors have been found fit and convenient for fishing; 
and even admitting that those leases were in full force, the right of fishing, thereby 
granted, can only cxtend to such lakes or rivers contained in the said conceded lands, 
or to such fish as can be taken along the beach, which is left dry at low tide, and that 
it cannot extend to the cod fishery, since the king's intentions are absolutely to the 
con"rary to such pretentions. 

That this ii' proved by the concessions granted at Labrador, to the sieurs de Courte­
manclIe, de la Valterie and Constantin, by which, though the exclusive seal fishery is 
granted to them, nevertheless His JI.L1je:'ty expressly reserved in their deeds the cod 
fishery, for all his subject.<; that tllis r,",serve has always been the king's intention, as 
fully appears by Hi-; ordinancef', 

That the ordinances of the year one thousand six hundred and eighty-one, respect­
ing the navy, set forth in the fifth book, title first, article first, that His Majesty de­
clares the sea fishing free to all his subjects. 

That it would be useless for His Majesty to grant such right, if his subjects could 
not dry their fish on the beach, and thereby enjoy the said "right. 

That the second article of the said title, only obliges such of his subjects as shall 
carryon the cod fishing in the seas along the coast of America, where it can be carried 
on, to obtain a clearance from the admiral for each voyage. 

~hat lastly, the title sixth, which treats solely of cod fishing, prescribes the rules 
~hic~ o~ght to .be observed in such fisheries, the privilege giYen to the first arrival, the 

stnbutlOn which should take place of the beach and the rules to be observed during 
the said fishing. 

That it was with a' fl" . 
d t h d b 

VIew 0 comp ymg WIth the saId ordinance, that the petitioners 
espa c e a oat on the . th f h 'd mn 0 t e sal month of April. with a pel mit from the ad-
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miralty for six boats, not only to retain a site, but also to make and repair the stage:s 
and shanties which are deteriorated during the winter, so that nothing could delay or 
impede their fishing. 

That in so doing they have only done what is customary in this country. 

That the said sieur Gachet has done so several times and namely last year. 

That they understand that the clause in the said deeds, which grants the right of 
fishing, hunting and trading, can only have reference to cod fishing. 

That they believe they are right in maintftining that, if the deeds, in question, men­
tioned cod fishing in plain terms, the sieurs Gastin and his authors not having given 
notice of the new privilege, either by registration or publication; and being desirous 
of e:x;ercisingthe same, after other individuals, upon the faith of a received and uncon­
tradicted custom, have incurred considerable expense in equipping six boats and a 
sloop, carrying forty men, ought to be dismissed and their pretensiens rejected, for the 
present year at least, because the defendants have in their favor the ordinances and 
their good faith. 

That, although the southern coast of the river St. Lawrence, from Matanne where 
the cod fishing commences, is very extensive, there are but few spots where the fish 
can be prepared, inasmuch as the places where boats can be hauled on shore are very 
scarce. That, however, the inllabitants of Canad.a can only fish for cod in the river 
St. Lawrence, for many reasons, the first of which is that the opening of the naviga­
tion being very tardy, and the wind from the sea blowing during all the month of May, 
they only reach the bay of Canada long after the fishing has commenced, and they 
would be obliged to go beyond l'Isle Percee to find out new spots to dry their fish, 
which is not possible, since all the harbors from Cap d'Espoir to the bottom of Baie 
des Chaleurs, although conceded to several individuals of this country, as those leased 
to the said Gastin, are occupied by vessels from France, whose crews exercise there, 
as well as in all the other harbors known, north and south of the St. Lawrence, the 
privilege granted by His Majesty, to the first comer, in the same manner as within 
the limits prescribed by the ordinance, from the Cap-des-Rosiers, to Cap d'Espoir 
which limits were, at that time, considered alone fit for fishing cod. 

The second reason is, that the Canadian fishermen not being yet perfectly acquaint­
ed with the fishing business, could not fish on the open sea, as the n"ench fishermen do, 
but can fish very well in the river. 

That finally, those who fish in the river only, dispatch their vessels after sowing time, 
because the fishing commences late there. 

That, if the pretensions of the said sieur Gastin were maintained, very few indivi­
duals could carryon the fishing business, because the southern coast of the St. Law­
rence having been conceded to some ancient families, and the northern coast being the 
property of the king, the Islands Maingan, Anticosti and the main land in front of 
them to the limits of the said king's property, to the families of the sieurs J oUiet and 
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Bif.,.(,l, which extent of grouud, the Isle Maingan excepted, is without any establish· 
ment 'xh,Jtevcr; should each of the said proprietors wish to exercise the same privi. 
lege of fishin::; granted to them, that hranch of tr~de. would have t~ be abandonned, 
altluJ!I"h it is now carricd on n:ithout tl18 least prejudice to the propnetors of the fiefs; 
th"t 0;; the contro.ry, it i:; ycry n~eful to them and to all the colollY, inasmuch as it at· 
tn'ct, a gTeat number of H'S'il'L yearly, ill ,icaTch of codfiJl; and for all those reasons 
tl;~y c,"nc!ude that the demand of tLc "aid sieuT Gastin ought to be dismissed, as to the 
prC'cllt y";Jr, at le<1,t, and th"t he be prohibited hom causing any trouble or impedi­
mcrlt to tIll' people employed by the ,],.[cndants, upon pain of a fine and the payment 
of the 10':3 and dam:'g-es snifi;l'ed by the said dcfl'ndants. 

E"~('ing ~L-o thl' replications of the said sienr (~;;stilJ, ~en-ed upon the said sieurs 
Pey.-r allel R,'c'luet, hy the said DesRaline, bailiff, on the second of the present month, 
by wllich the said Gm-tin maintains amon,~"t oth['r things, that the allegation of the said 
Pc'yr":' re'pecting the right of fishing, which he say,~ cannot be understood to mean the 
ri~:ht of cod fi~hill'i' but only the right of fishing in the htkec; and rivers within the ex­
tellt d the conceded land,.;, or of taking the fish which can be caught upon the banks 
left (h-y Ly the tide, militates againl him ml,] ~h()\\'s the ju<tice of the pretension set 
up hy the said Gactin, bec~l1lse \\-ithout inquiring whether the right of fishing, which he 
has le:1,,'u, mayor may ne,t mean tl1e rig-ht of cud f",hing, it is certain that by virtue of 
the myc,j ordill<JucC, by wllich His ::\Iajesty has declared cod fishing' upon the high seas 
free ~1!d ",ol:1mOn to all hi~ subject.-;, he has the ri.c:1it to it, as being one of His Ma­
je.ocy'3 5ubjE'("t-;; that he doc's not a:,k th~tt the said sieur Peyre and his associates be 
provent8Cl ii'um fishillg L,- cod in the river, ill front of the grallts by him leased. 

That there now only remains the question relative to the beach necessary to dry the 
fish; tl]i:\t it is butjwt that, lnyi!lg taken a lease of sci.rniories, containing in all, four 
leagUe" in e:~t'nt, (insIead of twehc', as :-.t;;ted by tIn siLur P"Fe) and haying incur­
T",l conoider..;lle expewe in e .. -tabliching 11pon each of the said seigniories permanent 
fi3hi;lg estaoli:,hmelllc, he should have the choice of the ext( Dt of 1,cac;. which he re­
quir'~", since the ,;eur Pc),;'" agTees that the right of fishing means the privilege to take 
all tlle fi"h that :an be caugllt (.n the l,anks which aI',,' left dry at low water; and that 
he, Ga.,tin, consents that "hen he ~h8ll have chosen the extent of beach which he re­
quires, they the said Peyre and ilid associates may also take what they require. 

That the clearance wbich they allege they have taken at the admiralty office, for six 
l::>o:Jts, i~ cont"nry to the regulations, such clearance being only deliyeruble to vessels 
a.etually in the stream and ready to sail with the tirst fair ,,,-indo 

That by the 10th article of the 4th title of the regulation of the 12th January 1714, 
~o~cerning th," est,;Jlishment of admiralty.;mi..<dictilll1s, in all the ports in the colonies, 
It d exprc'_l:i enfh'tp,l that the permits for fishing shan only be delivered with the con-
sent of the 01)\"c1'n01'8 a d th t' . . 1 h' P 

_ :0 . ,n a It IS certam Llat t e SIeura eyre and B .]cquet h2ve not 
obtamed the l·(ll1,;er' of 'I, 1 1\1 . - V dr '1 . . . -11 . - " . 1. e " arqUls fie au em to the Bald permIt, which they 
lJ ego that thC'v have obt . _.J fr h d . 1 '" • ... 8m"", om tea mll'8Jty office, wlnrh ll1vahdate" the saId permit. ." 
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That the naval ordinance, book 5th, title 6th, grants the privilege of cod ~shing iJt 
the Baye du Canada, only to him who, arrives first with his vessel's; that consequently 
he who only sends a canoe, as the said sieur Peyre and his associate have done, or even 
a boat, cannot enjoy that privilege even if he is the first comer, to the prejudice of one 
who would reach the ground with his vessel. 

Secondly, that the permission to fish, 3S to Canada, is, by the 5th article of the 6th 
title of the said book 5, limited from Cap d'Espoir to the Cap des Rosiers, which is 
the nearest to the mouth of the river St. Lawrence, in the Bay of Canada, so that the 
said seigniories leased by the said sieul' Gastin, being in ti.e river St. Lawrence, and at 
a distance of twelve leagues from the Cap des Rosiel's, and beyond the limits of cod 
fishing in the Bay of Canada, it is through kindness only that the said sieur Gastin is 
willing to allow the said Peyre and his associate to use the beach of the said seignio­
ries, after he shall have selected the extent which he shall require and the most com­
modious spot to erect a house and stores fOl' his permanent fisheries; wherefore he per­
sists in the conclusions of his petition. 

And the answers of the said Peyre and Becquet, served Urc,'l1 the said Gastin, by 
the said de Salline, bailiff, on the eighth illst:mt, by whic~l they persist in main­
taining the validity of their said permit, and their right to fi~h and to use the beach 
which they ohall select, in front of their grants, the banks of the St. Lawrence being 
free to all fishermen; seeing also, the lease gr'anted to the bieur Gastin, and dated as 
aforesaid, together with an ordinance of the 14th April aforesaid; and having heard the 
said parties, we, with the consent of the said parties, order that the sienr G-astin shall 
alone enjoy the right of fishing at the Grand-Etang and at therivel' de 1a Madelaine; and 
as to the Grande Vallee-des-Monts Notre-Dame, the sieur Gastin sh~:ll take beach 
enough, the shanties, st~ges and sheds for seven boats, and shall give up the remainder 
to the said Peyre for his fi~hery; and in case the croc',', sent by the saidPeyre to the 
said Grand-Etang, shall have commenced the el'ectien ofl.uts and stages, the like work 
will be performed for him by the crew of the said GastiE, at the Grande-Va" 'e afore­
said; and we do forbid all other persons, besides the ~:li,l Ga6tin and Pc-yre, from 
going to fish in the said localities, during the present year, or to molest or trot<hle them 
<In pain of a fine of four hundred livres, applicable as follows: one half to the general-
4ospital, and the other moiety to the Hotel-Dieu of this city, without prejudice to the 
costs, damages and interests suffered by the said Gastin and Peyre. 

And we further order proviiionally, and until His Majesty shall have made known 
his will, that the said sieur Gastin may, during the ensuing year and the three follow­
ing years of his lease, sEmd, in the extent of the said three fiefs of the river de la Ma­
delaine, de la Vallee-des-Monts and de l'Etang, such numb81' of bo::ts as he may see fit, 
to carryon cod fishing, and shall enjoy the preference as to the beach, huts and stages 
necessary, without trouble or hinderance from anyone whomsoever, upon the same 
penalty above mentioned, and further order that om present ordinance be posted up, 
reaa and published wherever need be, so that no one may plead ignorance, in relation 
thereto. Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 10th May 172.5. 
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lOrd. [rom 172.:; to 17:2G, ,No. 11, Folio 29.] 

Orrlin'lncr: mnlllfail1il7g the Sieltr C""',);,I in tlw possession qf the domain oj Mont­
Louis, in pr~ferl'll'ce to all c:lIC1's; alid 1'1 U1l1Litiii(; tlte ,"',1:('/1)' de la ?oudraye to 
disturb 1/1'm therein, on pain czf a jillc of one huwZrclZ hues applzeahle to the 

J£otcl-Dicit. 

MICHEL BEG'):;', &c. 

Fpon the petition to us pr::"wlltt',l by Louis Go~selin, merchant of this city, as well 
in his own name, in his quality of douce (llOlll/la/re clltre 1'I~) of the late l\Ir. PielTe 
Haymard, judge nfNotl'e-Dame des Ang:c'o, and as such, he, the said GosseEn, pro­
prietor for one half of the fiefs of 3Iollt-L, ,l,i:; and Pa -1" ,1,i:1C, as in his quaEty of agent 
of Louise Guillot, his mother, wi,low. by her thin1 marriage, of the ~aid late Siem 
Piene Haymard, alleging th:lt the said jilL kl\l' lJf'C'll granted tt) them for the purpose 
of e"tablishing permanent fisheries, and namely Tllont-Louis, with the right of fishing, 
hunting and tradin!:;, upon which said fief settlements have existed for the last thirty 
ye:lr:" and upon which there are two :1"~11:1im, one, all a point at the mouth of the 
river Mont-Louis, on the ea,·tem ,j,L th, 'reGf, containing ahont fifteen :~ll'ents in front 
by about one arpent in depth, with a h01l"8 and another building twenty feet square, 
used as a store for salt, thereon erected, which domain llU:; been cleared at the expenee 
of the petitioner, acting as aforesaid, to ~crye as a phce to (h-y fish; that, ,vithin a few 
years, individuds of this cuulltry who .S'" to fi"h at lVIont-Loui~ ai(Jresaid, have, of their 
own authority, constructed IJl1b for their crl'WS, and other bl,ildings to ~tore their pro­
visions and fishing utensils, which tllkes up the be,t 'p"t on the said domain, which is 
required to pile t1", fieh in the OpCl! air; tkt ,1,e ,;Jid indiyiduals go at ni.~l)t to fish for 
trout, by torch-light, in the said r;\'C'r. by which gl'l:at damage is occa,sioned to his 
men, who are oftenlcft without bait, owing to the large number of persons who fish 
the said trout; 

And praying, the said PCllciuner, tlwt taking into consideration his right of fishing 
in the said fief, it may please us to permit him to L12mo]i,h the huts and other buildings 
erected on the said domain, and t') ±iJrbid any person to make any settlement on the 
said domain in future, but on any other part of Mont-Louis 'which they may fdect, and 
to go and fish for trout in the said rin'r, on such penalty as it may please us to order. 

At the bottom of the said petition is found our ordinance of the 7th instant, to the 
efrect that the parties be called to be heard on the said petition; and the summons 
in consequence .0'1"en on the "':me day, by Dubreuil, bailiff, to the Sieur Jean Baptiste 
La Coudraye to appear before us tllii day, who having appeared, stated to us that it is 
true that he has cau.ceil hut.3 and other buildings to 02 erected on the said domain of ::\hllt­
Louis, for the purpose of fishing, as he has done for seycral years; that neverthdess, 
as he does not intend to deny or contest the right and preference which the said Sieur 
G?sselin ought to have upon his said domain, for the fishery ,,-hich he intends to cow­
bhsh there,. he .consents to remove hi, hut~, etc. to the spot which shall be left vacant, 
afte.r the saId SlCur Gosselin 8hall have selected a place as being commodious for his 
fishmg-boats. 
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Which offer having been accepted by the said Sieur Gosselin, we grant act to the 
parties of their said consent and acceptance, and do, in consequence, order that the said 
Sieur Gosselin shall enjoy, by preference to all otoers, such portions of the said domain 
of Mont-Louis as he shall have selected for his fishery, and that,acco1'ding to his consent, 
the said Sieur de la Coudraye shall afterwards take the unoccupied ground, provided 
that he reach the spot in time and 1)<3fo1'e any other shall have taken possession of it; 
prohibiting the said Sieur de la Coudraye and all others to disturb the said Sieur Gos­
selin in the occupation and enjoyment of the extent of ground by him occupied for his 
boats, on pain of a fine of one hundred livres, applicable to the Hotel-Dieu of this eity, 
and without prejudice to the damages by him ineulTed. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the eighth day of June one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-five. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

[Ord. from 1725 to 172G, No. 11, Folio 45.J 

Ordinance ?'eunitzng to the domain Clf the .simr de "Varennes the land oj one Lapalme, 
and condemning the said seip,Il/()r to indc7nllif!J the said Lapallllf' JOT thc work by 
him done on the said l({nd, to be estimated by experts, and prl)/ililiting the said 
Lapalme to diJtlll'b the said Siellr de T"ul"cnnes in the enjoyment of the said land. 

MICHEL BEGON, &c. 

Seeing the ordinance made by the Sieur Raimbault, King's attorney of the jurisdic­
tion of Montreal and our deputy in that part of the country, bearing date the 20th 
September 1724, between the Sieur de Varelllle, lieutenant in the navy, seignior of 
the fief de Varenne situated on the south bank of the river St. Lawrence, of the one 
part; and Christophe Lapalme, f:trmer of L'Isle-J esus, of the other part; granting 
act to the parties of their appearance.';, stCltements, demands, tenders and pleas enun­
ciated in the said ordinance, to ClY~il the parties before us in so far as may be right; 
nevertheless prohibiting the said Lapalme ii'01n working on the land in question until 
it shall be otherwise ordered; the said statements, demands, tenders and pleas of the 
parties being as follows, that is to say: 

On the part of the said Sieur de Varenne, that, notwithstanding the verbal and 
written prohibitions by him made to the said Lapalme to work or cause work to be 
done upon the said land, situated in the dOlYlClin of the said fief de Varenne, at the dis­
tance of forty arpents in depth from the riYC'r St. Lawrence, the said Lapalme wishes 
to take possession of the said land against the \vill of the said Sieur de Varenne, under 
the pretence of a certain survey and measmement thereof (proces-verbal d'aTpentage) , 
which he has caused to be made by a land-surveyor in his absence and which he, the 
said Sieur de Varenne, has refused to sign; wherefore he prays that it may please us to 
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pruhibit the said Lapalm~ {rom working upon the land which the said Sieur ~e Va­
l'enne require,; to draw his fud therE'fr.)Jll, and ther~[.:re ~an n~t ~rrant to the saId La­
palmC', because the line \\'Lich has been drawn to, (hYld~ ~!IC 8~lld hef ~e Varenne fl'?m 
the tid' de l\!arti~m', takes aw" \' the !,;'n'ater rort1'Jll of In,., 8aH1 domam and all wlnch 
he had reserwd'''fol' a wood land, insomuch that he has been compelled to buy lands 
from an inhabitant "ft};:}t hl'Ifor the purpose of procuring fire-wood; 

Tklt, moreover, the said L~p,,]me j., liable to the eiic'ct of the ordinances, evenif 
he had a deed of the ,'3.id land, ina~mnch a, he hJ" not actually resided or settled upon 
the said land, ]1(' haying re~ic1C',l at L'IJe-J ~"UR for sen'r,t! )'("Il':;; that he offers to pay 
to the said Lilpalme the value uf the \\'ork which he had performed on the said land, if 
any he had done, pn", iou,,, to the rlefense to him signified by Thibaut, bailiff, on .the 9th 
SeptemLer 1,.·l:J, and which he has e~llibited unto us; although, ~t1'ictly speah"lng, he 
ought to looge hi, said work, because he wa~ notified about ,;ix months after the suney 
above mentiOTll'd, when the ~~ieur de V;,renlle nereciyc'd that his domain was cut off, as 
aforesaid, by the line since drawn, as above ~tatc<1, and that, at that time, the said 
Lapalme llad incurred 1I0 expense on tLI; ;,<lid farm. 

And on the part of the said LapCllme it was stated that, although the said Sieur de 
Varenne has ab,'a},,; l'cflbcrl t,-, big-n the said (,?rtilicotc of survey of the land in question, 
and to grant him a deer] of till" same ancl to l'eceiYe rents there-bre, he is, nevertheless, 
proprietor of the said land, haying been in po"ession thereof for a year previous to the 
said survey which he exhibit",l, bearing date on the l,ith S~l'tember 1720; 

That it is true t]F1t the SJid Sieur de Varenne has, yerbally and in writing, prohibited 
him from working un the s,lic1land; but that did not hinder him nor will it stop him fi:om 
working therenpon, and that he i~ acquainted with the King's ordinance. 

We, considering that the said Lapalme has not obtained a deed for the said land, and 
that, even if he had, he \\', "lld be deprin't1 of the h(,l1efits resulting from it, inasmuch 
as he has not actually settled and rc,·irled upon the said land, and that the said Sieur de 
Varenne has not received any rents in consideration of the said grant, that on the 
eontr~ry the said Sieul' (12 \T arenue h<13, yerbally and in writing, prohibited him from 
workmg on the same, order that the said land shall be and remain re-united to the 
domain of the said fief de Varenne, so that the said Sieur de V 3l'enne may enjoy the 
same, upon his reimbursing to the said Lapalme the cuc:ts and value of the work by him 
done upon the land in question, if any he had done, the said work to be valued by 
experts named by the parties before the Sieur de Raimbault, our deputy in that part 
of the country, and in default of the parties to name such expclts, our said deputy shall 
name them ex officio j and we forbid the said Lapalme to distmb the said Sieur de 
Varenne in the possession and e~oyment of the said land, on pain of all costs and da­
mages, and of a heavier penalty if the case required it, 

Thll8 ordered, &C. 

Done at Quebec, on the twe.ty-fifth day of July one thousand seven hundred and 
tw~y-fiVl!, 

REGm ... 
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[Ord. of 1726, No. 12, A, Folio 51.) 

Ordinance prohibiting all seigniors and all inlwhitants, carters, carpenters, wheel­

wrights, coupers, joiners, gunsrruiths and other tradesmen, to cut, fell and carry 

away any wood upon and from the lands and seigniories of others, on pain of a 

fine qf 100 livres against the contravening party, and of corporal punishment 

against tho~e who shall noc have it in their pou-er to repair the damages by them 
occasioned. 

CLAUDE THOMAS Dupuy, &c. 

Upon the petition to us presented as well by the Gentlemen of the Seminary of this 
town of Quebec, the Reverend Fathers of the Order of Jesus, the Sieur Sarrazin, 
member of the Superior Council of New France, the Sieur Lanouiller, also a member 
of the said Superi-or Council, as by Dame Marie-Anne Beccart de Granyille, widow of 
the late Pierre Jacques Joibert, Esquire, Eeignior of Soulange, Marson and other 
places, in his lifetime captain of a company in the naval service in this country, in her 
own name as Dame of the fief and seigniory of L'Islet-du-Pol'tage contiguous to the 
fief of Kamouraska, alleging that the neighbouring seigniors and their tenants, and 
those to whom she has granted lands in her own seigniory, are in the daily habit, and 
particularly at this season of the year, without any permission and notwithstanding the 
prohibition which she has made and caused to be made to them on the spot, of cutting 
and destroying the timber, as well upon her reserved domain ft8 upon lands )'llt uncon­
ceded, which is very prejudicial to her, inasmuch as the said unconceded Jands being 
bared and deprived of timber fit for building and other purposes, such as maple-trees, 
the individuals who might be inclined to settle upon the said unconceded lands will 
abstain from so doing if such an abuse is permitted to continue, and ~fwe do not adopt 
the means of putting an end to it ; 

Alleging further, the said petitioner, that she can no longer find peop1 c who. will 
lease and preserve the maple-trees which are found upon the said unconceded lands and 
upon her own domain in the said seigniory, and that inasmuch as it is necessary to pre­
serve the timber, fit for building, still to be found out he said lands, she prays that it may 
please us to prohibit the seigniol's, her neighbours, their tenants and all other persons 
whomsoever, to cut or cause to be cut or take away any timber, make notches or holes 
to cause the. sap Qftrees and the juice of maple~ to run, on any of the said unconceded 
and reselved lands where the timber is still to be found, in the said seigniory of L'Islet 
du-Portage, without having previously obtained permission in writing to that effect from 
her or from hel' representative. 

Considering the said petition, and inasmuch as it is indispensably necessary to pre­
I!erve the timber of all kinds in the extent of each seigniory, as well for the use of the 
seigniors upon the lands of whom there is such timber and wood, as for the preservation 
or that part of it which is to be preserved for the King, by virtue of each deed of con­
cession; and considering also the complaints made to us by several other individuals, 

p 
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that their wood and timber arc stolen, and that other misdeeds are daily committed in 
their forests by carpenters and other tradesmen who go and cut the timber necessary 
for the carryinry all of their tLlde, and by sleigh-drivers who carry it away when ready 
cut and pile~l, ~r who go on the said lands to cut fire-wo~d to sel! in th.e t0w-ru:; and in 
order to provcnt all trespasses, discussions and contestatIOns whlch ~lght . anse out of 
Buch abuses and misdeeds in the woods. and also to the end that the mhabltants of the 
Bciguiories may no longcr take the liberty of cutting timber indiscriminately and beyond 
the limits of their grants, or cause" any damage to the trees of their seigniors or of 
their neighbours, 

'Vo do expressly prohibit all seigniors to go or send people to cut any wood beyond 
the extent of' their seigniories, and also all inhabitants to cut or cause to be cut any 
wood, nor make any notches or holes in the trees, without a W11.tten permission from 
the scigniors or other individuals to whom such timber belongs; as also all carters or 
persons driving sleighs, all carpenters, wheel-wrights, coopers, joiners, armorers and 
other tradcomen, and all other persons of what rank or condition soever, to fell or cut 
and carry away any timber which has been blown down, on pain by the contravening 
party of a fine of one hundred livres, one half of which to be applicable to the fabrique 
of the parish in which such trespass shall have been committed, and the other half to 
the informer, and moreover upon pain of confiscation, to the profit of the injured party, 
whom we authorize to seize and stop all cattle, carriages, sleighs, axes and other uten­
~ils or things used or fit to cut down timber or draw wood, ~hich seizure shall how­
ever be reported together with a complaint, within twenty-four hours, to the judges or 
militia officers, and we also condemn to corporal punishment the trespassers unable to 

repair the damage~ they shall have done. 

And we order that the crown judges as well as those of the seigniors, and the captains 
llJld other militia officers shall assist in the execution of our present ordinance; as also 
to reduce to writing their report against those who shall have been by them found tres­
passing in the woods, without having a right to cut timber therein, that, upon such 
their reports, we may order "w"hat may be right; we further order that, at the diligence 
of the judges of the seigniors and of the captains and other officers of militia, this our 
ordinance shall be read, published and posted up wherever need be, that no person 
may plead ignorance in respect thereof, and further that our said ordinance shall be 
deposited ill the offices of the clerks of the different royal and seigniorial jurisdictions, 
where communication thereof may be had whenever necessary. 

Done and rendered in our residence at Quebec, on the fifth day of April one thou­
~and ~eyen hundred and twenty-seyen. 

(Signed) DUpey. 



115 

[Ordinance~ of 1726, No. 12, folio 70.J 

Ordinance wh-ich ~'eunitcs to the clmnain of the Sicur Lcvrarrl, the lands of' ~~veral in­
hahitants therein named, in consequence of their not haring actually .~ettlcd and 
resided thereon; and which permits him to grant the said lands to others; and 
'lnweaver, condemning the said inhabitants to pay to the said Sieur Lc;vt"ard, the 
t;Osts and expences, by him incurred in the premi:;es, 4-c., q-c. 

CLAUDE THOMAS DuPUY. 

Upon the petition presented to us, by the Sieur Levrard, master gunner in this 
country, as well in his own name, as in his capacity of father and natural guardian to 
the minor children, issue of his marriage with the late Catherine Becquet, his wife 
deceased; the said Catherine Becquet being the heiress and representative of the late 
Marie Becquet, her sister, deceased without issue. The said Sieur Len'ard, in his 
qualities aforesaid, being proprietor of the seigniory of St. Pierre, a.lleging that lands 
have been granted, in the said seigniory, to several inhabitants of this country, namely. 
to Jean-Baptiste Adam, a land of eight arpents in front, by forty arpents in depth. in 
the year 1705 j to Joseph Moreau, a land of six arpents; to Jean Fran<;,oi8 Frigon, one 
of five arpents ; to the Widow Moreau, one of four arpents, in the year 1706 j to 

Joseph Guillet or Masson, one of ten arpents j to Luc Protean, cne of six arpent3, in 
1708, the said Luc Proteau being now represented by Mathieu Lemay, since 1723; 
to Madame L orange , one of f(mr arpents, in 1715; to Pierre Penot, one offour 
arpents, in 1721 ; to Jacques Courteanx, one of four arpents; to Antoine Trottie, 
one of eight arrents, in 1722 j to Augustin Moreau, one of fcJur arpellt~ j to Paul 
L'Ecuier, one offour arpento, in 17:23; to one Touville, one of four arpentsj to Joseph 
Rouillard, one offour arpents ; to Fran\ois Rouillard, one of fcJUr arpents in 1721, all 
the said grants being of forty arpents in depth. 

That the said grantees do not actuuJly reside on their ~aid r('~pective grants, although 
bonnd so to do by their deeds; and they enjoy the said lands, without having settled 
upon the same, and without having made any clearing, or at least very little work there­
upon, their intention being merely to deteriorate the wood of the said lanel:) ; that, by 
reason of their neglect to settle upou them, he is unahle to maintain the mill which 
he erected, in the year 1717, and which cost him more than fifteen thousand livres; 
and he is exposed to complete ruin, inasmuch as he derives no profit at all from the 
works which he has made on his said seigniory, the said grantees refusing to settle 
therein; as aforesaid, which is contrary to the King's intention and to the decree of the 
State Council, of the 11th July 1711 which orders that the inhabitants who possess 
lands in the seigniories, shall actually settle and reside thereupon, within a year and a 
day j and that, in default thereof, their lands shall he reunited to the domains of the 
scigniories. upon the certificate of the Curates of the localities and of the Captains 
of Militia. 

That he has applied to Messieurs Raudot & Begon, Intendants in this country, to 
the effect that they would order the reunion to his domnins, of the lands upon which 
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no actual settlement had taken place j that he has, to that end, obtained several ordi, 
nances, from those gentlemen, and namely one from M. Begon bearing date on thO 
11th of March 1723, by which it has been ordered that the grantees then present 
should actually settle and reside on their said gr~nts, wit~in a year and a day j. and 
that in default of ~o doing-, and the said delay bemg expIred he would be permItted 
to summon them, before the said Sieur Begon to have it ordered, as to right might 
a ertain. And the said Sieur Begon has further granted a default against several 
o~~er QTantew; who l1a(l nnt appeared, and in what might be advantageous, the said 
ordina:ce was decbrerl to be executory against them, the said Sieur Levrard praying 
that inasmuch as the said grantees have not complied with the said decree of the King's 
Council of State, llor with the ordinances of the Sieurs Raudot and Begon, it may 
plea,,' us to permit him to cite, before us, on such day as it may to us seem fit to indio 
cate, all the said grantees, to the end that it may be ordered that the lands which 
they possess in the said seigniory shall be reunited to his domain, that he may dispose 
of the same, in fayor of others now earnestly applying for them. 

Seeing the said petition, at the bottom of which is an ordinance of the fourth of April 
last, by which we have permitted the said Sieur Levrard to summon the grantees named 
in the said petition, to appear in our residence, on the first day of this month, without 
any other delay. 

Also the services of the s~id petition and ordinance, made by Rouillard St. Sire, 
bailliff, in the juriHdiction of Three-Rivers, OIl the twelfth and sixteenth of the said 
month of April, UPO]] cnch of the said grantees, with a summons to appear before us, 
on the said first day of the present month, to answer the demand contained in the said 
petition and to receive our judgment thereon. 

Seeing also the deed of concession, bearing date on the 27th of April 1683, by which 
Messieurs de la Barre & Demeulles, governor-general and intendant in this country, 
have giyen and granted to the said Misses Marie and Catherine Becquet a tract of 
land of about two leagues on the River St. Lawrence, on the southern side thereof', 
and all the land which is found between the seigniories of Gentilly and Des­
chaillons, with the islands and banks in front of the said grant, as a fief and seigniory, 
with (haute, moyenne et basse-justice) criminal and civil jurisdiction, with the right 
of fishing and hunting through the whole extent of the said tract ofland, to be enjoyed 
by them, their heirs, executors and assigns j subject however to the charges mentioned 
in the said deed, and namely, subject to actual residence and to cause their grantees 
actually to reside and settle upon their respective grants, within a year and a day; and 
in d~fault of so doing, that they the said seigniors should, as of right, re-enter into pos­
seSSIOn of the grants by them so made. 

Seeing also the ordinance of M. Raudot, intendant of this country, and bearing date 
o~ the 9th oH~arc~ 17.08, by which upon the demande en deguerpissement, action of 
eJectment of thiS saId Sleur Levrard, by which the said Sieur Raudot condemned Gilles 
Masson and Jeann G t' h O !" . 

o ° e au ler, IS wue to qUit and abandon the said land fief and 
lIeunnorv of St Pie d d d . , 

<>. • ITe an epen enCle3, also all the land to be found between th. 
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eeigniories of Gent illy and Deschail1ons, belonging to the said late Catherine Becquet, 
wife of the said Sieur Le"Tard, and the late Marie Becquet, her sister, both deceased, 
according to the deed of concession to them granted by the Sieurs de la Barre and De­
meulles, above mentioned, of which he has declared the Sieur Levrard to be owner 
and proprietor, subject however to the right of usufruct thereof in favor of the said 
Masson and his wife, and subject also to the condition that the farm of ten arpents in 
front, by them given to Pierre Masson, their son, would continue to be his property, 
upon the conditions stated in his deed of concession. To which the said Sieur Levrard 
consented, prohibiting the said Masson from granting any more concessions in the said 
seigniory for the future, without the consent of the said Bieur Levrard to whom leave 
was granted to concede lands to whomsoever he pleased. 

Also another ordinance, made by the said Sieur Raudot, on the 24th June 1711 by 
which, upon the representations of the said Sieur Levrard, that the said Gilles Masson 
fancying himself proprietur of the said seigniory, had granted to his said son, Pierre Mas­
son, two farms, one of twenty-one arpents in front and the other of ten arpents, upon 
the depth of the said seigniory, of which grants the said Sieur Levrard was igno­
rant at the time of his demflnde en deguerpisscment, before the said Sieur Raudot, as 
above stated, the wife of the said Pierre Masson having then stated that they had only 
given to their son, Pierre Masson, a concession of ten arpents, upon which false state­
ment, it has been ordered, by and with the consrmt of the said Sieur Levrard, that the 
said grant of ten arpents should remain the property of him, the said Pierre Masson, 
upon the conditions enumerated in his deed of concession; that the said Sieur Raudot, 
in explaining his said ordinance of the 9th March 1708, aforesaid, and in addition 
thereto, has orderd that the said concession of ten arpents, granted to the said Pierre 
Masson, and the grant of twenty-one arpents, (which he has, with the consent of the 
parties reduced to six arpents) now belonging to Luc proteau, as representing the said 
Pierre Masson, should continue to be their property, (after however having reduced 
the depth of each said farm to forty arpents) on condition that they shall remain 
charged, according to their extent, with the same cens et rentes as are paid by the 
tenants of the seigniory of Batiscan. 

Seeing also the decree of the King's State Council of the 6th of July 1711, regis­
tered in the Superior Council in this country, on the 5th of December 1712, by which 
it has pleased the King to order that, within one year from the publication of the said 
decree, and no longer, the inhabitants of New France who do not reside upon the 
lands granted to them, should be held actually to reside and live upon their said 
grants, and to make clearings upon the same; and that in default of so doing, within 
the said delay, His Majesty ordered that, upon the certifiates of the curates and cap­
tains of militia, of the respective localities, to the effect that the inhabitants who have 
not, within a year, actually settled and resided, and improved their said grants, should 
be deprived of the right of property in the same; and that they should be reunited 
to the domains of the seigniories, upon the ordinances to be made by the Sieur Begon 
intendant j a copy of which decree has been read, published and posted up, at the 
request of the said Sisur Levrard wherever it was necessary, alter mornini servic(!I 
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at Bntiscan, on the 30th of January 1718, by Truttain, royal notary, at the said plaCe, 

there being no bailiff, in the said locality. 

Also an ordinance of l\f. Begon bearing date on tha 25th of February 1714, upon tho 
petitIO" pre:,ented to him, un the same day, by the said Siem LeHard, by which ordi. 
nann:, 'l1")ll the ,t:lt(:rnent tl1'3rein contained, the said Sieur Begon ordered that all the 
lanG, ouccd",] by tIll' said Gilles j\Ia~SOll in contravention and desobedience to the said 
ordinance, maile' by the said Sieur R.audot, llearing date on the 9th of March 1708, 
should be reunited to thl' dkrJain of the said seigniory, and condemned the inhabitants, 
(grantees, to take new deeds of concessions, hom the said Sieur Levrard, upon the 
o;,ly charc;e of twenty wls and one live capon, for each arpent in front by forty 
arpents in ~ depth, and 'IX dcniers of cens for all the said grant, and upon condition of 
a('t u~tl settl8ment and ref',id8nce upon the grants t" them made, according to His Ma· 
,ju;;ty's intentioll;';, and that, in def,mlt thereof it would be permitted to the said Sieur 
Levrard to reunit3 them to his domain. 

A petition presented to tho said Sicur Begon, on the 10th of March 1719, by which 
the said Sieur Levrard pr<lp that in as much as a long period of time has elapsed, since 
the inhabitant3 tbc-rein name,1, haye b88n in P(),;sc"~i,,n of'lands without having resided 
or caused clearings to be made thereupon, it might please the said' Sieur Begon, to 

prevent the petitioners complete ruin, to order that, in conformity with the King's 
intentions the s<lid inlmbitants ,,]wuld within such delay as he should see fit to assign, 
actually settle and reside upon their said grants, in default of ,,-hich and the said delay 
expired, the said lands should of right be reunited to his dom'lin, that he might grant 
them to others who ar8 clc,;irous of taking them, upon the conditions mentioned in the 
said State Counci1. At the bottom of which said petition is found the ordinance ofthe 
said Siem EegoIl, pftl18 10th of March 1719, onlcing the parties to be summoned to 
appear before him on the twentieth of June then next to answer the demand of the said 
Sicur Lenard. 

Another petition presented to the said Sieur Begon, on the 14th of May 1721, for the 
same object, at the bottom of which is the ordinance ofthc said Sieur Begon, dated on 
the same day, that the parties I,l' abo summoned to appear on the 20th of June, ac­
cording to the ordinance made by the said Sieur Begon, on the 20th of June 1721, by 
which the said Sieur Begon ordered that, within a year, from the said day twentieth of 
June, the grantees oflands of the said seigniory of St. Pierre should settle and actually 
reside on their said ,grants; and in default of so doing, and the said delay having eX' 
pired, the said Sieur LeVl"ard would be authorized to summon them before the said 
8ieur Lenard to ~cc it ordered that the reunion thereof to the domain of the said sei· 
gniory shall take pla(;e; and that the S2.id Sieur Levrard should be permitted to grant 
them to others, at the same ntC' of rents and due's; which said ordinance was read and 
p,ubli8hed at tlle church door of the pari'h of B;,tiscan, after high mass, on the 2ht of 
Se)?~ember of the same year 1721, by Normandin, notary of the locality, in default of a 
haIlIff. 

Also the summol'S g:YCTI to divers inhabitants, by the said ~ ormandin on the said day, 
20th of June 17;:>~. ' 

~nother ordinanct; made by the said Sieur Begon, on the 11th of March 1723, by 
whIch, upon the statement of the said Sieur LeHard and the answers of Jean-Baptiste 
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Adam and Pierre Rivard who alone then appeared; the said Sieur Begon ordered 
that the said Adam and Rivard should continue to work at the clearing of their land6, 
and that they should immediately settle and reside thereon; and in default of their 80 

doing, within one year, from the date of the service upon them, of the ~aid ordinance, 
the said Sieur Levrard should be permitted to summon them before the said Sieur 
Begon, that he might order as to right and justice might appertain; by which ordi­
nance a default has been recorded against the other inhabitants therein named, in favor 
of the said Sieur Levrard; and the said ordinance has been declared, inasmuch as it is 
beneficial to the said Sieur Levrard, common to the other persons summoned; the said 
ordinance served upon the parties, at the request of the said Sieur Levrard, on the 20th 
of April 1723, by the said Normandin, with an injunction to comply with the contents 
thereof. 

The returns of the summons served, by the said Normandin, at the request of the 
said Sieur Levrard, on the first day of July 1726, upon Jean Adam and Joseph Guillet 
St. Marc, to appear before the said Sieur Begon, within fifteea days, from the ensueing 
tuesday, for the purposes of the said petition; and a list of the names of the inhabitants 
who possess lands in the said seigniory, and who neither reside or settle thereon; fi)l­
lowing which list are the certificates of Messire Lefebvre, Curate of Batiscan, and mis­
sionary of the said seigniory of St. Pierre and of the Sieur Marchand, captain of militia 
of Batiscan aforesaid, bearing date on the 30th and 31st of August 1726, stating that 
the persoIL~ named in the said list, and who possess lands, in the said seigniory ofSt. 
Pierre, since fifteen to twenty years, have neither settled nor actually resided upou 
them. 

Having seen and considered all the above mentioned documents; and inasmuch M 

the persons named in the said Sieur Lenard's petition, (and cited to appear before us 
to answer the contents of the said petition, on the first of the present m. mth of May. 
in virtue of our ordinance, of the 4th of April preceding, by the above mentioned 
summons of the 12th and 16th of the said month of April, at the bottom of the 
said petition and ordinance) ; have not appeared either in person or attorney; and that 
notwithstanding all the extraordinary delays to them granted to come and settle on their 
said lands, they have not deigned to do so, or even, to answer the summons served 
upon them, we have grmited to the said Sieur Levrard, the benefit of a default against 
them, and in consequence, order that, in conformity with the said decree of the State 
Council of the 11th of July 1711, registered in the Superior Council of New France; 
on the 5th of December 1712, the lands granted, as well by the said Sieur Levrard, 
acting as aforesaid, as by his predecessors, to the said Jean-Baptiste Adam, Joseph 
Moreau, Jean Franqois Frigon, to the vVidow Moreau, Joseph Guillet or Masson, Luc 
Proteau, now represented by Mathurin Lemay and to Mrs. Lorange, Piere Perrot, 
Jacques Courteaux, Antoine Trotier, Augustin Moran, Paul Lescuyer, to one Fonville, 
Joseph Rouillard and Franc;ois Rouillard, be,' from tlus day, reunited to the domain 
of the said seigniory of St. Pierre, by reason of their neglect and refusal to settle and 
actually reside on their said grants, in conformity with the decree of the State Council 

aforesaid. 

And we declare the deeds and all other writings, which they may obtained from the. 
said Sieur Le~ard, in relation to such grants, to be null and void. 
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Antl we further order that, in consequence of the present reunion, the said Siaur 
Levrard, or his representativeR, may again concede the said lands, in confonnity with 
the said decree of the State Council of the 11th of July 1711, and upon the conditions 
therein contained; and also that, in conformity with the the said decree the new 
grantees shall be held to settle and actually reside on their said lands, within one year 
and shall also commence to clear and cultivate them, during the first year; in default 
of which we, by these presents, declare the deeds that may be granted of the said lands 
to be null and void; and that, according to the King's intentions and as explained in 
the said decree of the State Council, we do, most expressly, prohibit the persons 
in default as aforesaid, to OpPOKE', in any manner whatsoever, the said Sieur Levrard 
whilst placing the new grantees of the said lands, in possession of the same, on pain of 
being responsible for the damages and interests incurred, as well by t?e said Sieur 
Levrard, as by the said new grantees; and we condemn the persons so in default, as 
aforesaid to pay the expenses legally incurred by the said Sieur Levrard, acting as 
aforesaid, to compel them to settle on the said lands, and also to pay the expenses by 
him incurred to obtain the present reunion. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done in our re"iJencC', at Quchcc, the 8th :'>I"y 17'27. 

Signed, DUPUY. 

lOrd. of 1727, No.13, Folio 33.] 

Ordinance made between the sieur de Rigauvi1lc seignioT of Bellechas8C and his tenant8 
who aTe condemned to pay tlICir cens ct Tcntes conformably to llwiT deeds, instead oj 
paying them with a ded'Jcti01~ of one quarter as tlley pretend, in conseq?tence qf tke 
reduction of tl~e monnaie de cartes. 

CLAUDE THOMAS Dupuy, &c. 

The s~eur Nico~as Blaise des Bergeres de Rigauville, Esquire seignior of Belle­
chass~, he~tena~t m ~ company of the troops stationed in this country for the serviC8 
of His Majesty, m thIS colony, having prayed us to grant him our order to summon be­
fo~e us, ~ntoine Blay, Jean Nadeau, the widow of Augustin Guignard, PielTe Gan­
gm~r, PIerre Blay, the father, and Fran<;ois Butteall..x, all inhabitants of Bellecbasse. 
which order we granted him on the sixth of the present month, to the effect that 
the a?ove named should come to this town and should appear in our residence before 
tiS, thIS day, to answer the demands of the said sieur de Rigauville, which said order 
has been served upon them by Michon, a bailiff, in the jurisdiction of Quebec on the 
tenth of this month. • 

In consequence of which ·d d f .. . 
1 

sal or er. two 0 the saId InhabItants only appeared. 
aame y the ·d p. B . • sal lerre lay, the elder and the said Antoine Blay by his son beibre 
118, 1ft pre;!ence of the said· d R· ...:, " Slellr e 19auyule, who upon the refusal, by all the abo". 
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named to pay him the an-ears of the seigniorial rents due him, by virtue of their deed~ 
of concession of the lands which he has granted to them, or which have been to them 
conceded by his predecessors, prayed that we might condemn them to the payment of 
the said an-ears, to this day, according to their said deed~, as well in money as in ca­
pons. 

To which said demand, the.said Pierre BIay, the elder, and the said Antoine Blay, 
by hiH son, answered that up to the present time, they have not refused to comply with 
all that i,-; stipulated in their said deecb of concession to them granted of the lands 
they pOdse,os, and to pay yearly to their seignior what is stated in their said contracts. 

That they have paid the an-ears thereof in full, up to the time of the discontinuance 
of the monnaie de cartes, which ceaRed to be current in this rountry in consequence of 
the king's declaration of the 5th July 1717, made for the extinction of the said mon­
naic, and registered in the Oonseil Superieur of New-France afJresaid, on the eleventh 
of October of the same year; but, as they have been informed that His Majesty onlerH, 
among other things, by his said declaration, that the arrears of the said rents, payable 
in future, in French money, as the ouly one to be now current in this colony, may be 
paid and acquitted with the deduction of one fourth; they pray thi1t. it may please WI 

to order that they ~han pay the said arrears due and to become due, with a deduction 
of one fourth, that iti £i'om the year 1717, and as p~I C of their answer to the said peti­
tion, they produce an extract of the king's declaration: 

LOUIS, BY TilE GRACE OF GOD, KING OF FRANeE AND NAVAIlRE, 

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting. 

The inconveniences caused in our colony of Canach, by the monnaie dt' ral'tcs have 
induced us tn have it with~lrawn, at the rate of one half of itsvaluC', as it has already 
been done ~ince they year 1714. We have also determined to order, for 1 he last time, 
in our said colony of Canada, the making of a certain quantity of rnonnaie de ('([rtcs, to 
moet the expenses payable by the treasurer-general or the navy, during the last six 
months of the last year, and the first six mOllth~ of the present year; as alw to reduce 
the value of all the rnon'l1aie de cartes, to the rate at which it shall be received by the 
said treasurer: and to order further, that the specie of France shall, in future, have 
the same value in our said colony, as in our kingdom; and to abolish in the said colo­
ny the monnaie called la ?nol17wie dll pays, it being equally advantageous to the wel­
fare of our kingdom as to our said colony and to commerce in general. 

Article 8. 

As the currency of the country, la monnaie du pays, which has been introduced in 
Canada, is of no utility to the said colony, and as the existence of two cUTI"encies in 
which stipulations can be made, tend to embarrass trade, We have abrogated, and We 
do hereby abrogate in Canada, the cUlTency called monnaie du pays,. and in conse­
<Iuence it is our pleasure, and We order that all Htipulationa by contracts, for dues, 
rents and all other transactions whatever, be, fi'om the date of the registration of these 
pm:,onb, in the Oonse£Z Supiricilr of Quebec, made in monnaic de France, which cur-

Q 
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rency shall be mentioned in the deeds or notes, after the. sum for .which an obligation 
shall be contracted, and that the specie of France have m our saId colony, the same 

value as il; our killgJom. 

Article 9. 

It is OelT pleasure, and IVe order that ehe cens, rents, dues, and ~l other debts sti~u. 
lated an·l N'l1trac~ed betor6 the regi3tel-ing of these presents, and wIth regard to wInch 
the monll~nt d~ Ft'unce has not been stipulated, may be acquitted and paid with french 
specie, deducting aile fourth, which is the reJuction of the currency into the currency 

of France, 

And the said siem de Rigauvillc, said in reply that the king's declaration, by his teo 

nants alleCTed and d which they have exhibited an extract, does not justify their pre· 
tensions t~ th~ reduction of one fourth fmm the cens et rentes which they owe him, 

That Hi" Majesty has by no means ordered it by that declaration, or by any other 

to his knowledge, 

That it is true that, by the 9th article of the declaration of the 5th of July 1717, 
His l\l'~je'ty, in enumerating the different liabilities which may be stipulated by deeds, 
such as cens, seigniorial rents, rentesfor.cieres, arrears of constituted rents, de rentes con­
stitl!ees Ii prix (Z'argent, hou~e and farm rents, obligations, notes and all other under­
takings of what 1:1ture soever, has ordered that all such debts and obligations, and any 
other what,soever, should in future, be paid in french currency, with the reduction of 
one foarth, that i-; to say, in that currency hrought back to its primitive and legal va 
lue, di\-estcd, dimi;libhed and deprived of one fourth beyond the said value, which had 
been added to it in Call~.da, which i~ perfectly explained in the said 9th artide, by the 
following word,;, try wit :-" In which the reduction of the currency of the country into 
the currency of France con8i.,t~', which words indicate nothing but the reduction and 
diminution of the currency, and in no manner whatever the fund..; of the debts and 
oblig~tions, it being obvious, a" well by the title of the said dec:aration, as by its pre 
amble, and the (li,;·~)().,ition of it~ articles, and palticularly by the 8th article of the 
said declaration, that it wa-' promulgated for the pll111o"e of suppressing the 7fWl/ITUJ,W 
de cartes only, and to abolish the difference of one fourth which had been introduced 
between the value of the cl:.nency ia France and its value in the colony, but not with 
a view of milking any reduction, or of discharging in any manner whatever, in part or 
in full, the debts contracted in the colony, a matter with which the king never inter· 
feres, His Ma}J-;ty considering the respective debts of his subjects as their own pri· 
vate affair~ between them, and as resulting from contracts or quasi-contracts, whicl 
are sacred among men, and which, none but the parties interested can, by mutual can 
Bent, alter or, destr,oy; the obligations which result from them being the more invio 
lable and thell' fulfilment the more indispensable, as at the time of the undertaking th, 
!?"ea:est freedom to contract 01' not to contract, such undertaking existed, and that al 
the laws enRcted by men, and which are daily UJed in the rldministration of justici 
are only made to ,nve t th bl" h' h ' . o· 0 e 0 IgatlODS W IC men have Imposed upon themselve 
all theIr effect, and t' th ' full' . . o msure ell' executlOn; and that IS so true, that the king w 
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ver grants the benefit of his interference, but for the purpose of delaying prosecution1l. 
and not for the discharge or restitution of any debt, unless fraud, surprise or deceh have 
been practised. The sieur de Rigauville, who re,pect3 the king', authority, and knows 
the full extent of it, not meaning, however, to say that he has any doubt that the sove­
reign may, in certain cases, and for most weighty reasons, and under important cir­
cumstances, such as the entire ruin of a country devastated and desolated by wars, 
after which none could pay their debts, make remission of such dehts; but that even 
in such a case, the nature of the debts would be considered, in order Eot to assimilate 
tho~e respecting which the creditor might have taken advantage of the pressing wants 
of his debtor to those which arise from so legitimate, so simple and so favorable a 
source as the origin of the seigniorial dues; which dues may be called respectable. 
and even more so than all otherI', since it is the stipulation and condition without 
which the seignior could not 1":ove parted with hi, lands, and in doing which he always 
benefits his tenants, ,since in transfering to them an object 11recioll6 in itself and having 
a price certain and a sure value, the seignior never obtains from his tenants a propor­
tionate acknowledgment for the objects of which he dive6t6 himself; hence it is that 
the reductions, sometimes made in law, of excessive reilts, have uC'yer takf'll place re­
specting the rents of immoveables or respecting seigniorial dUl~f, it being an acknow· 
ledged principle that things immoveable are not subject to reductic'l. 

That, as to the Royal Letters Patent granted to those "hom he employ~, or whom 
he sends upon his special service, even or, the most presging and intl'rl'~tillg occ~sions. 
which letters ar'e, however, meTely letters of SlII'Stilw:e, it ha~ l,('en l'xprc""IY" ordered, 
by the declaration of the 23rd Octuber 1702, that they should han: no dk('t n,' to the 
rents ofimmoveables called rentesfonciel"eS, and to scigniorhlrollb; which Gur;-ht to be 
viewed more f'J.vorably in Canada th'm in any othor part of the world, inasmuch as, 
with a view of obtaining a more prompt establishmflnt ofthc country, the King obliged 
the seigniors to give their lands at low prices: hardly ,:ny land bein~ granted at a rate 
of more than one sol per arpent in superficies, and one denier ,,< C('I'S; that, on the 
contrary, a great number of them are granted at the rate of six dediC'r$ pel' nI}>ent only, 
although they are covered with fine forests, tho produce of \\"hie;l is the firer {i'nit reaped 
by the tenants, in a country where fire·wood sells, even now, at a c.cln';i,ll'nlhle price 
per cord, independantly of the timber fit for building and other timber, which are 
the principal produce of the country and which they obtain fill nothing; so that it would 
not be just or natural to reduce by one fourth, as it is asked, so small r, rent which is 
given rather in recognitionem Domini :md as a sign of t':e dom.im"1l m (b"t,!,t tllIl than to 
create a revenue of any importance in favor of the seignior, who is himself suhje!'t to 
much heavier charges than his tenants, inasmuch ai, on pain of seeing his land re­
united to the King's domain, he is obliged to erect and keep in good repair a grist-mill 
for the convenience of his tenants, and moreover held to contribute to the erection and 
maintenance of a church, to the keeping of the road~ in good repair; to contrihute 
towards the salaries of judges and other officers, and to other charges resu:ting hom 
the dominium directwl'b; so that considering all the charges and obligations imposed 
upon the seignior, the propositions this day made to deduct one fourth from the seig­
morial rents, may be considered as not being serious, the said rents consisting of one sol 



124 

t 
1 \' ell in manv c c1" 's of six ,-lc niers only; tliC only thing to 1e done, should i ,er arpen ,au< c' , , J - -' , -' , , '. 

I
· .. t', -, t~ke ])lace would he to 0-1 ye the land.-: for Ilothlllg, whlCh, certamly, 

sue 1 nil 1I1J1I' le( '" c, .., • • 

t l. ![1'11rr's into .ntion n,j,n on the contrary, had m VIew the distnhutmg Hever was .,e '- 0 -- ,'" 

and" r:mtino- oflamls in fief, in Canada, "" it Il:!s been done in Frnnce; to f'ctal,lish in 
the s~id eul~JlY ,:mlle fiefs de and to f;,rm therein a faithful nol,ility devoted to 

His lYLjl':ty": :;o1',i,"', cvcr ready to t:1k" up ,:rms fur the defense o~the country, and 

c;lp"ble of su',L,ining and of retainillg the people in the persons oftheu vassals; 

Tho second propoE,ition of tho ~;icur do Rigam-ille is that, had it been the King's 
intention to reduce the rcnU in C"ll:,da, in consequence of the ~uppn:,:)ioJ1 of the 
7llOiluaie de ('(ute;, !!wl !·f thc' recct;) l,lj,hnF"lt of uniformity lJ('tween the currency of 
Call8da and that of Fnmce, His M,~esty wuuld have done so, not by a :,iL,:,1e decla· 
]':ltinll, ns it i" prctundetl, lJUt hy an edict, tll<' only act emanating from the royal autllo· 
rity, ('"),,,1 ,Ie of proc1ucill'; :mc1l an effl,,·t, it hein'.; nece5sary to ,li,;till<:>:ui-:h in what 
manner Hi:' ~bi 'cty ("Trc~ses his will anJ Iji,~ sovereign ~,at hflrity whenen']' he is 

tL'~irous of introducing or suppressing anything in hs re~ 1m, as he undoubtedly has 
the l'0wer of doing, 'IIJicb powel is v2"tcc1 in His :\'~ajesty by God; but, inasmuch as 
thi'J right ofintrOtlucing (,,' suppressill,'j, E·,;eml,les the supreme power, the King, in 
such cases, it: obliged to ('::u,'cise the mo,;t effectual means at his c1i"posaJ. 

And, as it i,; well known that th(' most P' ,werful act of the soYereign is an edict; that 
it is, of all his mandate,c, tllat which most cmill'-'lltly bears the character of his full 
p,,'ver and royal usefulness; t1",t it is aliN;' ys by an edict that he creates or destroys j 
that he authr,rizes or n',-okes, so Ci]SO i~ ,; well known that he never does either for 
any CDll"C what eyer withont first makiL:: :;:nown his intolltiun in the preamble of his 
ellicts, wllich contain the rea~ullo; of JU,-Ll- or d'ilHl:<pL'l:sable necessity for which he 
makes his laws aml1li.s 1'('gnlations; as to the King's ckchlntions, their name explains 
thei,' use; they sen'u tl) "':plain ;nore pal,ticularly the King's will in relation to the 
execution or the modiiicc:ti"JI of hi, udids elm) ordiuances; they are t,riven after the 
(,tliets to explain, change, rl'~,trict or L'l1h'rge them, in the SClme manner as the cieci­
~iuIH (arn:'io;) uf t';l.' CI)Ull"il aF' llF,.<L and giyen in consequence of the edicts and onli­
lI:mC'.." which decide, l,l't\h"'ll individuals, doubtful or unf0Ic'ceTl cases, and the parti­
cular Cir!'lllIl,tancC3 which mil y arise respectillg thme whom the execution of the edicts 
and dcc11ll'atiom conccru: it is thus that the King', by different kinds of mandates which 
are IlL'Vl'l' confuumled, C"Lll~ ,li,Lc'-; Iii" laws, g-ives the means of executing and of causing 
them to be obeyed. 

It is by an edict that the King introduces a new currency; it also by an edict that 
he establishes. new jurisc1.ictions, and creates commissions and offices; it is by an edict 
tll:t he c,'.'w1'~~hes ren1" and fixes their rates; each of these things necessitates a new 
edIct of the h,mg whenever he is desirous of abrofTatiJlCr, sUPIJressinrr revoking extin-. 1"' ,J.:J 0' , 

S<ll1: llng and annullIng them, beccwe cverything must be dissolved by the same means 
whlchhavccivcnitexiotence' a d tl f' l' ... b - " ,n as le rate 0 Intel'c:,t at w llch lndlVlduaJs havE' con-
I r:lckcl ,kbt;; and establi,ll ' I 1- -'J- t, a e I I' I . d' . 1 . d 

_ " • ,L\ <.: 1 ", l' so lllany aW'i w llC 1 In IVle uab have rOCelve 
f!Om 11,,· lung, or whleh tl - h' "I'" I" d ley a\ e l11uC e I'll ttlOl1l,,c yes, tll<.; Kmg has Hever challuc 
nf le,jllccd the rak Ofetll\' It" b ,J', -' • . " . en, ex,_ept y CllJe!..., '-nd n,~\ CI by slmple dce};' raUons. 
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It is thus that the rents constituted to the denier 12 and to the denier 14, in the jUl~8. 
diction of'Normandy, have been reduced to the denier 18 by the edict of 1667; and 
that by an edict of' 1670 all the rents of the province have been reduced to the denier 
20 (to 5 pCI' cent); and that, neces3arily, all the rent~ of that province have been re­
duced to the denier 12, to the denier 16, to the denier 18, and to the dmicr 20, and 
to other rates by the edicts of 1567, 1601, 1634, 163.5, and others which it is not 
necessary to mention. 

Therefore, if the simple reduction of the rates of rents (relltes cUllslitlteeS), which 
are only one species oftnmsactions in a kingdom, compeb the King to use the greatest 
part of his authority to alter their conditions and to remodel their undertaking;;, how 
can it be prevented that the King, by a simple declaration ~uch as the declaration of 
the 5th June 1717, which is not ad h'Jc, but which is m:lde for quite a different object, 
that is to suppress the ?7ionnaie de cct?'tes, and to abolish the difference of one f(nnth 
between the value of one currency and another, two thiIlgs which, had they bcen 
established by the Kine; (as it is necessary to observe), would not have necessitateJ an 
edict for their revocation 1 

How can it be pretended that, by that same declaration which had only those two 
objects ip view, the Kiltg, without announcing it, without assigning a reason for it, 
when no one expected it, without having been sollicited by allY one, without the exis­
tence of any neceesity fur it, or of any reason of state, could have had the intention to 
subvert, in une and the same day, the whole internal economy of Canada, de~troy its 
commerce, affect all sorts of'liabilities, to remodel all the undertakings and oblig~ltions, 
and to reduce them to sums other than those wbieh are written and stipulated in deeJ~, 
a measure however the most important that has ever been adopted in Canada, a mea­
sure which would inJicate the general ruin of a country, which, it i~ well known, has 
not experiencecl any calamity; a measure of which but one parallel exists in tlw king­
dom, namely: when, after the troubles in 1695, Henry IV by two edicts, one ui'the 
year 1595, and the other of 1596, went no further than to discharge the debtors of 
TCilles conslilul:cs a pri:c rl'argclll, in Paris, from one thinl of the five years arrears "f 
the said rents, which by law could be claimed and which coulJ not be recovered 
during the war, but no portion of the principal, or any part of the stipulated rates 1 

The Sieur de Rigauville does not hesitate to assert that it was not sufficient, in this 
case, for the King, by his declaration of the 5th July 1717, to order that reduction in 
gcneral terms, without specifying the mode of effecting it. 

Tho King'sjustice, which induces him to descend into the most minute details when 
he gives any commands respecting the fortunes of his subjects, necessitated something 
morc, namely, that His Majesty would indicate, as it is usually done, the means of 
effecting the said reduction, and to establish it between individuals, another aTticle, at 
lcast, SllOUld have been added to the said declaration to explain the details of it, in fact 
to stato whether the said retluction was simply of the rates of the said rents, or whether 
it was to apply to the principal also. 
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, c ld 't t have been necessary, for the purposes of the said declaration, to order 
v Oli I no 'd d . . 

1 1 t
· f t11e (1,>, ], in order to alter them, or to enter the sal re uctlOU m the 

t Je prot liC 1011 O. ' " 0 

margin of t!le ., .. nd ,'Ollln,ct, f 

\\'oulJ not d1e ,]c(',1; .. [, le8,;c, of comtitution of rents, the obligations contammg 
terms of payment, havc to lIe :lmendC(~? wi~hout such a precaution, there would exist 
ltHllV means of eluding ,;IIt·lI a declar,ltlOn, for, a deed unchanged always expresses the 
snU1~ kno", it ever ret:l;n, its primitive effect; and, when the recollection of such dc· 
claration ,hould begin to iULie, the oei.~nio,s would have the right to exact his rents, at 

tl18 origin:l] rate. 

Tllose c1ia~~r,'nt fe'ltnn> tend to show how groundless such a pret,m~ion is, and inas­
much as ,he KiJ1g llCYfr c.~pl',-'s:'e~ hi, wd, imperfpctly, and a'3 those particulars are war­
T:lllt('([ hy ex],re".;eJ tl'llll, ill hi, s'lid declaration, no 0ther concll1sion can be arrived 
at than thi,,: the Kill,:; hils nut ,;0 ord"l'ed it, and that it was not his will so to do. 

To PJ1l:lY" :,1] ,,,, .. o:ihle dnubt in ,Ili.' reRpect, it is merely necessary to exarninethe 
terms oft~,\~t (l.,,'L.'.,liC!lJ ,\':,il'h, ]1;.' their (()ntc"t and their ~llIion, can not give room 
to the least 'lm1:;i~\\ity "'-\1('''811pon L) gI'olmd Euch an opinion. 

T;~(' 9th Hrticle f'll',l'l"' thet tl](' del Ie; Emy be p~ii(l in French currency. with a deduc­
tion [If one fO:'1'~h_ ,\Yho (lOt·, 11 .. t, bv those words, understand that it is with the re­
d'H ti(lI) of tl1e ClllTC11f')'? ~illcc ~llcit ::(Jtll'th i~ abro,Q,'ated by the said dedaration, and 
not ,\'ith (' ~·e.lt" tin;: "f "He four;:h of the debt; a'l<d are not the following words: 
.. Y;~,ich iR Ll,c r,·'~ltction (,,' the currency,' f the country into the currency of France," 
CYIJ:.';d,·d ch (1,1 'T e11on o '11. ~!ld ~re they not sufficient to determine anJ to make ajust 
{lp~Ji":l'ion of th~ s~ia \\~o;d "~'eduction," aEd to render it only applicable to the word 
" C,lli' :1.'y," a3 wao the K;ng",; jllt.puti"ll, and llCjt to the debt, of whatever nature it 

mi;';l't he '/ 

If, ho\',eYer, tho,e \';"l'J, ha<ll'C'c-l1 applied otherwise than they are in the said de­
cLmlti,);), <l1ll1, i: in tL~ t,..:-.:t, it had heen tltated that the debts might be paid and ac­
quitted \1 :,1, ,1 l'C'rlnCLion of one fuurth, in th2 cunenc:y of Fraw:p. etc., this transposition 
of t1>" WI,]':1 "redLll'ti,m" "hieh would then follow immediately the words" debts 
ncquitt. ;," and not the w(;I'd "culTency," a~ it aoes in the ileclaration, might well 
have en ri,,,:, to an ambi,,,!,lit:, und Cl'1'''1l:d ~> donht, which if not legitimate, would 
have: ,"'n HufficiE'llt t() p,',y th" King to explain his intention; but that ambiguity 
would not haye h'e'll oul'icieDt to) conclude, as of rigl1[, that the pretendrxl reduction 
was really and effectuall:; 2"tatlli-lie(1. as it has 11(,,,'ll ~hown, by }lim the Sieur de Ri­
gam'ille who belie"lc, t1.<ll 118 he", ~uffici(;],t1y demonstrated that something beyonda 
mere ambi~llity, in the terms ofa dccl'lration, was necessary to produce such an alte­
ration i!1 a1] the trRl):<[lctl<Jll' of a colony; how then, in the absence of even the least 
am?iguity in the f>xpres;.ioll::, can a dl'11O"iti(,1l be imagin')d to exist in the said dec1a­
rat,~n, wllich i.o nut f01md in the text and which can not be addell Lhereto without des­
tr'.'~'1ng th2 faith of c(n'tract" and the 1110,t substantial principles of the common law; 
WIthout ("'Jl1)"'" 1fT t1.. e l' , h . . 

• ph" .~<-dl.=o 11 ('((11rOn ('Xlct'ng aIT",ng t e people, whICb 19 based upon a 
~tnct rulfilment and >' > ~ f . d .. . . _ '. cxecut '')n 0 promIses an undertakmgs' WIthout subvertmg the 
pnnClples OfJU!;tIce whO h " 1 d' ' . IC are: eo.\ e an gIye to each his own," and without esta.-
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blishing an ill judged preference in favor of the tenant who would enrich himselfby 
having it in his power to sell hi~ produce and his labour at the same rate, and even ;t 
a hig~1er price, whibl 115 ;;eignior wOl_1Id S('l'; bi~ property and incoiee -lirrh:isl cd by 
the reduction of his rents: a preference \v~id. w, uk!, [mllly, operate dio:idv311ta­
geously to tb0 tenant ir;;!s!;~UC;i ~c~ Lhe gentleman, finding his income declining in con­
sequence of the reduction of so considerable a portion, as would be the fOl1l'th of the 
rents, would in proportion restrict hi3 expenses and consume less, tllereby dimini';hing 
the general commerce of the country, which is the source of individual welfare, for it 
behoves the farmer to produce as it behoves the nobility to con"ume. 

To the above, the Sieur de Rigauville desires to add one mere o)'sen'Btion, equally 
fit with the others, to pi'ove that tL:: declaration of th.~ 5th July 1717 lleY D r en~cted 

the said reduction (,; the capitals and of the rents; it i, that it never occurred t2 any 
one in the country, at the period at whivh the declaration was m.t(~l', nor ],a8 occur:red 
to anyone since, that the King intC'nded i" nnke any rc:duction, Hnd that the f'lirl su­
perior council, to whom the said declaration was ,'er.t for regi,tration, l:aving deemed 
it proper to remonstr::tte with the King rc:'pccrill b the baid decluflticn, previous to it" 
regulation, did not allude, in their remon~trancee., to the subject in questi0!1, although 
it certainly was one of the most importar.t even~:, which cmld occur i'l C3"a':11, and 
was certainly worthy of being noticed; indeed it w"'lld hayc b2C;1 the lbsi,'o of the 
public, that it should have been noticed in the said r8moDstranC23, had it for one 
moment been supposed that the said reduction WJ'~ int(:"dcd by the I-::ing. 

It is, thl'refore, only necessary to inquire whe~her in 1717, when !h3 declaration of 
the 5th July arrived in Canada, anyone eyer reckonc·d uj~on ':.e s,lid diminution of 
capitals and runt3, or if it was thought of, c\ en iii 1718, whon the Ki"C(, upon the re­
monstrances of the said council, sent back a second declLration I'xpI8n~,t(\Ty of the 
first, which remon~.trances arc to be found in the s11i,1 scc(l'1cl dc"hp'.lti,,;) iherein they 
are reported and relate merely to the time at which the :':lY'llcnts in tLc' }"_-'c!"cC)d rnon­
naie de ea?'tes should commence; or Wlc: it eye,l thol.·,;ht of, one yeOlr aftci' the regis­
tration of the said second declaration oftlw 21,t J\I:trcl! 1718, which said secvnd decla­
ration still more clearly establhhcR the reduction of tlw said fourt:l h)m the llIonnaie 
de ca'rtes, inasmuch as it stated that the carte of J heres sb'~ll, in future, be worth only 
2 livres, and ?s to the abrogation of the fourth in adJition, Lhat the same r;,lrte of 4 
livres only be worth 1 1iere and 10 sols of the curreney of France; it is thus that the 
said declarations explaining each other, leuy€ not the least doubt on the subject. 

If the superior conncil had registered the said fir~t d:eclaration immediately ::n'd with­
out any delay, it might be said at preS<cnt that the council hi,d been th'?l'ein the pre­
tended reduction of t1ebt~, w~thout saying anything; that the s"-;J council had felt the 
whole extent of the law, 'lnd had submittC'd to it; hut nothing can be more convincing 
that such wa:, not the luw, ,md that it wa~ not so under.-tood; 

That the silence of the council upon a m:ltter which neceositated their most respect­
ful but most iJresssing remon6trances, on the behalf of a country expo.,ed to great suifer­
ing by it, whilst the same body addressed remonstrances respecting another enactm<1nt 
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of the saia ,lc('hr:1tiun certainly mu"h less important than would be the reduction in 
(lllC'c:tillll, show:, tlwt if th(' council was ~ilunt on the tmbject, it was because the law 

,'aid nothing about it. 

That the attol11cy general of the superior council, who was acquainted with the 
principles of public law and with the mode in wllich the Kin,?' usually explains his in­
tentions by his edict, and llcclarations, should have added hIS remonstrances to those 
of the s8id council to ohtain from His Majesty, if such was the King's pleasure to 
"OllYC'Y his intention ol\H'r\\'i 'C' than hy a declaration; and to do it hy an eelict, which 
alone could innovate n"'I'C'cting imliyidunl obligationR, and clerogato fi'om tho common 
law, and drect a change ill the covenants of parties; but nothing of the kind has been 
clone. \Vhy? becaus~ ,'ucl! a reductioll ,.-as not in question, and because the King 
haa ordered nothing to necc,.;,ilate such remonstrances. 

But whell was it that this ofJinion was first expressed 1 by what means was it propa­
gated for KO disgraceful ~ purpose? One is not sUl1Jrised to find advantElgeous things 
received and promulgated with favor; but who can by a forced interpretation (which 
is nc,'cr permitted) extend the disposition~ of a law unfavorable in its provisions 1 

And since the reduction of the rents W:-C,l Ent thought of in 1717 or even in 1718, 

when the two regulations in question were rcgistered in tl!e superior coun~il of 
Quebec, by what title has it been e,tahlished since 1 or under what pretext is it, that 
individuals have imaginec1 it existec1 1 

The Sieur de Rigauville prayed us to (Il"c'rve moreover that, far from this being a 
common opinion, some of his tenants who entertain it, are so uncertain as to the prin­
ciple upon which they re,t it, that they an' ready to pay him his rents in full, whilst 
other., only tender a part of them; 

That, however, this uncertainty or popular error, which increases claily, is very 
prejudicial and demands a remedy the more prompt, as the seigniors experience great 
difficulties in collecting their rents, and are reduced to grant their tenants merely 
receipts on account. 

But the seignior and the tenant hm'ing, as to the said rents, but one title ,,-hich is 
common to both, namely the deed by wllich the sElid rent3 are e,tn bli,hed, this deed 
is a law ':'hich can not have been alterecl as to its effects, as he, the S;ccur de Rigau­
ville, beheves he has demonstrated it, and tl!prcf,)re he prays the full execution of the 
same . 

. Cons~dering the above and seeiug the decds exhibited as well by the said Sieurde 
RIgau\'llle as by some of the tenants of the seigniory of Bellechassc, 

We condemn the said Pierr BI . 1 l' h . th e a), tIe lat er, and the sUId Antoine Blay to pay 
e .arreal'3 of r:c n ~ I rentes sei "ne .' 1 d' 

th . -. . 0 UI ~a es an tne capons by them due respectively, as 
eyarc stIpulated lU theIr deeds' a d fi h d 

to pay the ro,t f h .' n we urt er con emn them jointly and severally 
. . ," 0 t e present SUlt and ( f th., . I' 1 ' 

lhsch .. rrre thcm frc tl ',. J , ser\'lce 0 t 1e present onll1l1.nce, and we 
o 1m Ie ,;",1 CEll10nal pe It ( -, 

."lla"y (unell({r sezgncuri(lh) for this time only; 
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and we grant default against Jean Nadeau, the widow of Augustin Gui,r,rnarJ, Pierre 
Gangnier and Franyois Butteaux above named, tenants of the said seignior of BellE' 
chasse, who have not appeared, and we condemn them by default to pay the cens et 
rentes seigneuriales and the capons, as stipulated in their deeds, and we condemn 
them, jointly with the said Pierre and Antoine may, to pay the cosU or tho present 
suit, and porsonally to pay the seigniorial penalty oftive sols each. 

And we permit tho said Sieur de Rigauvillo to cause this, our present ordinance, to 
be published and posted up in all the extent of his said seigniol'y, and wherever it shall 
be necessary. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Dono and granted in our residence at Quebec, on the sixteenth J,:,y I)f November 
one thousand soven hundred and twenty-seven. 

(Signod) DUPUY. 

[Ordinance of 1727, No. 13, foliu 43.] 

Ordinance by which Thimothee Parre, Pris(juc Ponlin and Etienne elI'He! arc con­
acmned, by difault, to pay to the Sieur de Rii.!,"'iuvd!c the arrC(trs of cens ct rcntes 
they owe him, and to a scignioralfine of five sols. 

CLAUDE THOMAS Dupuy, &c. 

Tho Siem Nicholas Blaise Desbergeres de Rigauville, E."Flirc, scigllior of Belle­
chasse, lieutenant of a company of troops for the King's sonice in this colony, having 
applied to us for an order to summon befuro us Thimothee Pane, Prisque Poulin and 
Etienne Morel, residing at the place called Cute Beaupre, in the p:.rish of Chateau­
Richer, which order was delivered to him on the sixth of the present month, summon­
ing tho above named inhabitants to appear before us in this city, on this day, at eleven 
of the clock in the forenoon, to answer the demand of the Sieur de Rigauville, which 
order was served upon them by thereoll, a bailiff, in the jurisdiction of Beaupre the 
4th of this month, which demand of the said Sieur de Rigauville is to the effect that 
tho said Thimotheo Parre, Prisque Poulin and Etienne l\Iord be by us condemned 
to pay him the arrears of cens et rentes that they owe him by reason of the lands he has 
granted thom, as appears by the deeds of concession, submitted to m by the said Sieur 
de Rigauville, relating to the concession of the said lands to each of the said inhabi­
tants. 

To which summons none of tho said inhabitants having answered, nor any person 
for them, having ~een the said deeds of concession, we ha\'c entered a default against 
tho said Tin~othee Pane, Pris'lUO Poulin and Etienne Morel, and inasmuch as they 
cannot have any legitimate grounds for rofusing to pay the said arrc~rs of ans et 7"ClIII S 

accordiJ1~ to their deeds of concession, we have condemned them to pay to the said 
R 



130 

Sieur de Rio'amille the arrears uf cens et rrmtes due up to this day j we have al80 
,'ondemned ~ach and <eYCry "lie uf them to pay a seigniorial fine of liYe BoIs, and jointly 
to pay the Cf"ts of the ~n~mon", and "f the ~:(,l"Yi('C' that will be made of this om or, 

Jinance. 

Thus onlcred, &e. 

Donc at l.{lll,j,CC. til!' 20th Noyemlwr 17:27. 

DUPUY. 

[01'<11nan('e of 17:?S, No. 15, folio l.J 

(jnlinrlllcc 'u'hich (·'illjiO!l.S another ordinallrc if Mr. Raud1)t relating to the boundary 
lillcs or the sciglliury of Stc. Anile ;Ichich orders that the island callecl St. 
[,.:'1/(/('(' and all the utlu'r islands iii front (if the Slli(l s~;glli(jry, shall brlong to 'lte 
,')1C71l de la Pb'adc, and 1rhich condemns the Sicur Dorvilliers, the prO)JTictoT oj 
]Jurt of llie said SCi'!iilfJi'lj, 10 pay the <ens et rrntrs, for the lands he owns in lite 

~aul Island (1 St. Igiwcc, to the said Si('ur de la Pemelc, and to take a deed u) 

concession, 4'c" 4'c, 

{'I. \l'DI: TI"'~L\''' Dupuy, Knight, King's Councillor in his Councils, JYlaltre des Re­
q/lftcs, Intendant of Justice, Police' and Finances throughout Now France, islands 
anel other adjoining dependencie~. 

Between Pierre Thomas Tarieu, Sieur de la Perade, part owner of the seigniory 
fir ~te. Anne, lieutenant (If the troops in this country, appearing at our residence by 
Dame MagdeJaine J aret de "ercheres, his wife, duly authorized by power of attorney 
to \I" exhibited, dated the 11th :March 1728, plaintiff by petition presented to ns the 
16th of the month and in the year aforesaid, of the one part ; and the Sieur Morel Dorvil­
Eel'S, also seigllior of part of the said seigniory of Ste. Anne, defendant, not appearing 
nur represented by any other person j by which petition the said Sieur de Ia Perade has 
giwn U"i to understand that having a law suit, which has been pending several years, 
with the said SieU!' DOl'villiers, we granted him, in the month of March 1727, an order 
commanding the said Sieur Dorvilliers to appear before u~ in this city to the end that 
their contestation might be adjusted by us, but that the said Sieur Dorvilliers did not 
comply with the said order under false pretences. 

That having waited with patienco for a whole year, he the said Sieur de Ia Perade 
applied to us to grant him a new order, which he obtained on the 2nd March last, 
again commanding the said Sieur Dorvillier to appear before us on tho 16th of the 
said month of l\'larch for the same object, with which latter summons, thoucrh duly 

~e~v~~ ~1~0~ h.im, on the ~th of the said month .of March, by the Sieur Rouillard ~"'t. Cir, 
a mhft, lcsldmg at Batlscan, he has also failed to comply. a:; he had done with the 
~ff. . 
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That it being for the benefit of the said Sieur de la P erade to obtain a j udg-melll, 
which will settle the differences existing between him and the said Sieur Dorvilliers, 
he has requested us by his petition, that, by reason of the defaults of the saiel Sieur 
Dorvilliers to appear as aforesaid, we would give judgment and .ljTant the conclusions 
of his petition which are, first, that the said Sieur Dorvilliers be condemned to pay 
him the seigniorial cens et rcnles which he owes him for eight arpents ofland he owm; 
in the Island of St. Ignace, at the rate of six deniei"s of cens, and twenty sols of allnual 
rent~, and a live capon per arpent, and this from the 9th March 1697, when the said 
Island of St. Ignace and others were granted to Dame Marguerite Denis, \Vidow of 
the late de la N audiere, mother of the said Sieur de la P eraL1o. 

That the said Sieur Dorvilliers be condemned further to take a deed of concessi,m 
for the said eight arpants, inasmuch a8 he is in possession uf the same without 
title. 

That the four arpents of land in front, by their depth, in the ,aid i,Jalld, sold by the 
said Sieur Dorvilliers to one Pierre Lanouette, a resident in the said i,land, be ucclarl',l 
to be within that portion of the seiglliory belonging to the said Sieur de la Pcrade and 
not within that of the said Sieur Dorvilliers, reserving his rccourse against anyone 
he may wish to exercise it against, for the lads et vellics due by reason of the sale .. f 
the said four arpents. 

That the prods-verbal of survey of the extent of the first seigniul'Y of ~te .. \nne Oil 

the shore of the River St. Lawrence, made by Hilaire Bernanl do la Riviere, ~urv('yor 
appointed by Mr. Raudot, heretofore intendant, homologated by the ordinance of the 
said Raudot of the 29th March 1710, shall be executed and fol"ltlwcd, !1m] in ca,c any 
difficulty should arise between the said Sieur de la Pcrade and the said ~ieur Donil­
liers in relation to the possession of the said lauds, the boundary lino shall be Kl'ltlcr] 
accor<ling to the ordinance of the saiu Sieur Raudot. 

That the said Sieur Dorvilliers shall be forbidden til encroach upon tIll' lanus of tIlt' 
said Sieur de la Perade such as they are bounded by means of the said sun·cy. 

That the five arpents of land sold by the said Sieur Don-illiers to (JIlC Julien 
Lanouette, which, according to the said ~urn'Y' are situate within that por60n of the 
said seigniory belonging to him the said Siem de la Pc]',ule, shall be held to be within 
hill domain and subject to the payment, to the said Sieur de la Pl-rade, of the lads c{ 
fJentcs and cen~ ct rentes, and arrears thereof, and that the said Sieur Dorvilliers be 
condemned to pay the costs, even those of the said Dame de la Perade, incuned upon 
difforent occasions last year and this year when she came to this city touching the said 
matter; upon which petition it is ordered as follows: ' 

\Ve have, in compliance with the prayer of the said petition. granted default to the 
said Sieur de la Perade, the said default to be served upon the said Sieur DorvillicrK ; 
certificate of service of which default upon the said Sieur Dorvillien, made by Rouillard 
St. Cir, bailiff; dated the 16th June last, with command to the said Sieur DOl'\"illier~ 
to appear before us on the tenth of July instant is exhibited tp us, which parties h~tying 
appeared before us on the said ,];ly, and the said Sieur ell' In Pcrade, the plaintiR: 
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, Ii , .. ' 1 1 ersisting in the dcmail,1 and conclusions of his said peti. apl,!'armg as a ul ';,,;J.l(, ane p , - 1 -h 'I 1 ' fi 
.' ] 1 ] t t1 e said Island of ::)t, I!ffiace and al ot er IS ant S 111 'ont tl(,11 upon tie grOUI1C t 1a 1 b, d h S' S' 
" _' 1 ' , . , ,t .mprised in the 11rst conceSSIOn rna e to t e. IeW' twvc of the ~aIe C't:lrll1IOr) aIe 1.0 Cl , 1\" ' 

1 1 1 N '"' l" , 1 l " "t they have heen oTanted to the saId Dme '~arguente au( lea aUl Ie} C', auc /1.,1 .'"') • ., 

Deni~, 'Yielow of the Je,te- Sieur ae l:t NaU/ii~re, hIS mother, ,by M1'. d? Cal1wr~, 
, 'I']' t T and by 1IJr de Champi<my the11 mtcntlant m the smd (Tuycrnor gel1Cra In t 11S COUll 1." " ',a 

~ouI1try the said gTant <:l' C01]('C"i:>1l datea the 30th Octob~r 1700, and the patent of 
cOllfiml~tion of the :':,'':nd day of l\1ay 1701; and t:1Dt ill 1'o1at:on t~ th.e other ,new con­
testations relating 1" the llivi,i(lll line and partition of tltL' "",1<1, selgmory ~f ~,tu. Anne 
bef;ween the said Sicur de la P,:racle anel the said SicaI' D01'YIlhers, tha~ pomt IS settled 
alt",-\-dLcT by the ordinance of 1'rI1'. Raudot ITIlllered bel weellY1C partIes t~en prese~t 
tiw ;i:A:' and 29th l\1-mh 1710, which ordinance has e~talJh:;her1 and ;)lljtbtul,th:lr 
riglots am1 pretensions, ",lltl which ordains that the report, proces-rabat, by HIlmre 
D~rnanl ,k: la Ei"iere, appointed by the :',aid SiC1;r R:1UtltJt to that effect, be executed, 
with wl!ich s~i,l onlinance and jJ;'OC,'s-('CI'Z,,:(, the f:litl Sieur de la Perade has always 
cllrnl'licd, and which he invokes thi,; day, ulthLu;h he is the party who has mos~ b~li: 
fereel by the prrrtitiun in (luestion, but with a "iew to 01Jtain that peace and tranqUIllity 
which procure the terminatiun oflaw suit.;, he the said Sieur de la Perade demands 
that til(' said Sieur Dorvilb:~',,:, for Li,; reneWed of lhe cllntc-t::tions a{1iusted between 
them by the onlimncL' of IIII'. Raudo:, be condemnell to pay all his damages, interests 
and costs, and more especially the CtJsl~ incuTIc,1 ]'y the said Sieur de la Perado 
and his wife, upon two occaciow3 when t1,,_,y were oblig'cd to come to this city in 
obedience to (Iur nnkrs, \'.l!ich the said Sieur Dorvillicrs, on his part, refused to 
obey. 

That the sai,l Sieur Don-illiers be acrain forbidden to disturb the said Sieur de la 
Perade from enjoying what was allowed him by the ordinance of the said l\Ir. Raudot 
of the 28th and 29th March 1710, and that in consequence and in execution of the said 
ordinance the said ~ieur Do;'yillicrs be condemned to pay tl) the said Sieur du la p(:­
rade the cens et rentes of five arpents out of the eight arpents which he owns in thc said 
Island of St_ Ignace, having remitted him willingly the cens ct rcntcs of three arpents, 
as is stated in the said ordinance of the said Sieur Raudot, the said eens et rentes 
payable since His Majesty has granted him the said islands, or at least since the date 
of the ordinance of the said Sieur Raudot of the year 1711, at the rate of 20 sols each 
aJ1)ent, and :oix deniers of cens and a live capon aho for each arpent, praying thereupon 
that the said Sieur Dorvilliers be held to take a deed of concession from the said Sit:ur 
de Ia Perade, as seignior of the said island, and further that the said Sieur Dorvilliers 
be ordered not to prevent the saia Lanouette and others inhabitants, who might have 
p~rc~ased lands from him, from acknowledging the said Sieur de la Perade as their 
sagnIOr, and from ,paying him the lads et ventes due upon such purchases together with 
th? cens et rentes 111 future at the rate of twenty hrres and one live capons und six de­
?,Zers of CUIS for each arpent. 

And it .has. been stated by the said "i(lU Dorvilliers, that the original grants made 
to th" saId slem- de Sl ~ . d' lIN . , , 
" llJ\ e an 810ur (u a al'dIele, must be understood as compns-
Jl1!:( the I&lallds in ti .. - t f' . d ' , 

, , ')11 0 tllO SUI selQ,'IJ]'Jry, and that c()u:,equcntly those islands which 
an,' III frOllt of the l' II I b ' , 

pOl WI! a ottC( y the paHlll'Jil to the said ~iew- Dorvillic:n; do be-
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long to him, and being called upon by us to produce his titles, he has answered that 
he had none. 

Having seen the deed uf concession of the said islands, granted to the said dame 
fII arguerite Denis, widow of the said late sieur de la N audiere, by the late Mr. de 
Callieres, governor-general and Mr. de Champiguy, Intendant for the whole of New­
France, dated 30th October 1700, the patent of confirmation thereof, dated the 21st 
May 1701, the ordinance of Mr. Raudot, our predecessor, rendered between the par­
ties the 28th and 29th March 1710, relating to the boundary line and partition of the 
said seigniory of Ste. Anne, 

"Ve have ordaind and do hereby ordain that the said ordinance shall be followed and 
executed according to its tenor, and that the said island of St. Ignace and others in 
front of the said seigniory of Ste. Anne shall be the property of the sq,id sieur de la 
Peradc, and we do hereby forbid the said sieur Dorvilliers to disturb him in the enjoy­
ment thereo£ 

We do further ordain that the lands which the said sieur Dorvilliers owns in the said 
island of St. Ignace, as well as those belonging to other inlwbitants, be considered as 
being in the domain of the said sieur de la Perade, to whom they shall pay the cens ct 
rcntcs at the rate above mentioned, and they, the said Dorvilliers and others, shall be 
held to take deeds of concession from the said sieur de la Perade,-

And leave is granted to the said siem de la Perude to claim lods ct t"cntcs from any 
persons who have purchased lands from the said sieur Dorvilliers. 

We also condemn the said sieur Dorvilliers to the co.,ts (If this suit, and al~o to the 
costs incurred by the said sieur de la Perado, upon coming to this city on two occa­
sions last winter, as appears by his declaration upon oath to that effect, which costs w,' 

tax at thirty livres for each occasion. 

Dated at Qnebec, the 11th July 1728. 
(Signed) DUPUY. 

[Ord. of 1728, No. 15, Folio 10.J 

Ordinance whick maintains as good and valid (lte SCi:::1ITC if tlte grain if tlte wmlc all£l 
inlbabitants if Ste. Anne (de la Piradc) in tlte kands if tlte miller if St. Pierre 
(des Becqucts), an(l wlticlbforbids tltem to take tltcirgra!1I to any otker mill tItan tltat 
(if tlte scigniory qf Ste. Annc, on paiJl if confisration if tllC same anel 0/ the pay­
ment if afine, and qf paying toll, dmi! de mouturc, and whick condemns them to 
costs if sci:::urc, summons and (ran1ling, anel to aiillc, wI tick has been ?"emitted lItem 
upon tilL' J resent occasion. 

CLAUDE TH01IUS Dupuy, &c. 

Ul'.-.u the pdition presented to u~ by the oieur de la Pcrade, ol:iguior of ::)tc. Anne, 
~tatillg that a large numuLT of the illhabilcllll~ flf his ~eigniory do not bring their e>;raill 
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If) his mill, although they arc lxHulll to 00 ~o by tiwi, <lCl'lIs of' conc~ssion, and th~t 
haying had a conte~tation ill that l'c~pect in 1707, Mr. Rau~ot, :he~l I11tendant, by b~s 
onlillaIH'l' condemned the curate and inhabitants of the salo sCigmory to carry their 
wheat to tIll' mill of the said ,jeur de la Perade, prohibiting them to go elsewhere 

UPOTl pain of cOllfiscation and paymellt of a fine. 

That lIot\\'ithHtanding these ohligations and prohibitiolls, the said inhahitants conti­

nuo to take their grain to other mills, ano that he has bcen obliged recently to caUtic 
a s!'izure tn I"~, mad" at the mill of Pierre Bri~soll, miller of the sieur Lenard, seig­
uior of St. Pierro, pmyillg that the said inhabitants to whom the said wheat belongs, bf' 
~ummf)ncll to appear b .. fore us, as well as the said Brisson, to declare tho quantity of 
wheat or flour ho has in his P()~s('ssion, belonging to the said inhabitants; upon which 
petition, it is ordercd as follows: 

Let the said sieur (IL> la l'erade summon before us the Raicl curate of Ste. Anne, and 
tllU other inhalJitants who have acted in contravention to the ordinance of Mr. Raudot, 
to lwar their reasuns, and to he present at the judgment upon the seizure and confis­
catioll in the eyent the same shoula take place, and Jet also the miller of the said seig­
niory of St. Pierre, to whom the said wheat hus been hrought, appear before us, and 
the wheat and flour attached in hill hands to remain, tu be accounted for by him. 

Upon which onlin<lnce the said inhabitants have appeared with the said sieur de ia 
Perade, rl'prl"'l'lltc,] by his wifl', duly authorized to that eflect, and represented to U" 

in writing, that the mill of the sui.] sieur de la Perade is out of order, so much so, that 
since the beginning of the proceedings in this matter, the said sieur de la Perade has 
employed carpenter:> to repair the said mill. 

That the miller who has the said mill is a dishonest man and well known as such to 
the said sieur de Ja Perade, who has been o],lige,l to expel him for that reason; that 
although, this mill is insufficient to grind the grain rerluired for the maintenance of 
their families, the miller moreover receive!'! the grain of strangers, to whom he gives a 
preference, inasmuch as having one half of the profits of the said mill, he is interested 
in satisfying the said strangers, and in attencling to them in preference to the inhabi­
tants of the said seiguiory, who are bound by law to come to the said mill, and may 
ue compelled by him to come there or to pay toll upon the grain they will carry else­
where; alleging that for the ] JetteI' regulation of the said mill, and to protect them 
against any wrongs tu which the millcr might subject them, the said sieUl- de la PC­
rade ought to be compelled to have in the said mill weights and scales, to enable the 
said inhabitants to weigh their wheat and flour, 

Alleging further, the said inhabitants, that far fmm having any ob1ection to go tl' 
th '1 'll" h' J e SaJ.( m1 ,It IS t ell' advantage not to be obliged to go to any other mill, and if they 
have done so, they have been forced to it by necessity, and that they would ncyer fail 
to fre'luent th " d '11 'f _1 ' , e sal 1111 I we W(,f'> to ueCide upon their complaints. 

And t" thi,;, the said ,ieur de la Perade answ!'led that this complaint of hi,,; inhabi-
t;wl ~ pr"cpcded from -' .' t f' b d" , . a ~l'lll 0 IUSU or matlon; that Ill'" milllEL alway: bel'll in good 
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order, a fact which he is ready to prove when thereunto required, by means of a sur­
vey thereof; that the work he is now doing to the said mill, is merely by precaution 
and to prevent the said mill ii'om being stopped, that the said work consists in making 
a set of spindles and cogs. 

That in relation to the complaint made against the honesty of the miller, it proceeds 
from a spirit of ill-will and caprice, inasmuch as they, the said inhabitants have never 
made a precise and formal complaint ill that respect, but have made nothing but vague 
allegations, to which the said sieur de Ia Perade had paid no attention; that to satisfy 
them he has had fourteen different millers during eighteen years, and has not been able 
to please them. 

That when they say that a preference is given to strangers who go to the mill for the 
purpose of having their grain ground, there is not one of them but would ,say, where 
he to speak the truth; that the sieur de la Perade recommended nothing more strongly 
to his miller, in their presence, than that he should serve the inhabitants in preference 
to all others, with due diligence and fidelity; that by thei1 complaint, they themselves 
prove how unreasonably they looked for unfounded grounds of complaint against the 
said mill, by alleging in their petitIOn, that for a long time it has been out of repair, 
since they say that strangera, who as a matter of course, are not bound to do so, come 
to it and are attended to, when they themselves cannot get served. 

That when they say they are out of flour for their every day wants, they must only 
blame themselves, as they would never take the proper means, although they had been 
often requested to do so, which would have been to have grain constantly at the mill, 
which would depend entirely upon themselves, as they could bring a bag of wheat to 
the mill when coming to take away a bag of flour, and so by adhering to this rule, they 
would always have grain at the mill, and by that means would always be certain of 
having flour thero also; but they follow a very different line of conduct, as there are 
some who often wait till they have eaten their last loaf, before starting for the mill, 
and in consequence of their negligence, in not taking advantage of the proper winds, 
which are sufficient to furnish flour to the whole concession, they wait till calms come 
on, which causes them to run out of flour, but the fault is purely their own and not that 
of the miller or the mill. 

As to the scale and weights which they wish to have placed in the mill, they know 
very well that one had been placed there before, which, far from giving satisfaction and 
causing less suspicion, had given rise, as it would do again, to innumerable disputes, 
quarrels and useless difficulties, because to make such a thing of any use, the people 
would be obliged. to have a clerk who, as they arrived at the mill, would take down in 
writing the wcight of their grain, so as to balance the quantities received and sent out, 
for it is out of the question to say they would abide by the marks they would make 
themselves, this would be another source of difficulty, they have tried it before and 
have seon it by their own experience. 

They merely make this request to day because they imagine it would perplex him, 
but this is a mistake, there would be another expedient which would be much better 
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'11 II S8 elll1)~I'I'o",illn' it wonld be this, whell un inhabitant found such a lllurc sUltau e anl e, u',', .• ' • • 

l 'ffi a' tllC v 00" t11el'e i~ IJCtween the flour gIven to them at the mlll and ~rc:lt L1 crcnc{"", H 'u uu" ... , •• '. 

I . t1 I po t~ken tllere they should 110t recelVe It, and shou1t1mform hIm t JO grmn H'y 1:1," u, . 
'f't tlot he mifTht a~Cl'rt:.lill tIlL' fact and sec who \\'as 111 default. 

I) 1 _, SO lu ,=' 

Tho said Sienr de la Perade praying, inasmuch as his mill has always been and 
still is in a fit state to make good flour, he being willing to submit to an inspection of the 
r:aid mill, the co,t, whereof shall be paiel by whomsoever it shall a1iperta~n, and if 
the said inhabitants have becn elsewhere, as it has been proved and established they 
have, it was from a spirit of opposition and disobedience to their contract ,<mel to tho or· 
ainances which oblige them to go there, and not for any of the reasons gIVen by them, 

That the seizure made in the hand., of one Bri~soll, miller of the seigniory ofSt, 
Pierre, which helong-' to the said Sieur Lenard, of the gTain which his tenants had 
taken to his mill, be declared good and \"aliel, 

And that the said Brisson be condemned to return the said grain or flour according 
to the memorandum he gave us of it, 

That we be pleased to condemn all tlw inhabitants, who have taken their grain to 
any but the seigniorial mill to which they are ubliged to go, tn pay toll in proportion to 
the quantitity used by their families, 

That they be again prohibited, under the same penalties, of the seizure of their 
grain, from absenting thel1l:leh'es from the said mill without leave in writing from the 
said :)ieur de la Perude, aIld that those who have infringed the rule be condemned to 
such penalty as we may think proper, and also that the said inhabitants be condemned 
to pay the costs and expenses incUl'red, both for travelling and for board and lodging. 

In consequence of which, and taking into consideration the deeds of concession of the 
said inhabitants, by which deeds they are indispensably obllged to take their grain to 
be ground to the mill of the said ~ci,;rniory, an ordinance of Monsieur Raudot passed 
in consequence of a like difficulty, on the 30th August 1707, which obliges them so to 
do, under penalty of the confiscation of the grain they might carry elsewhere and of 
such fine as might be thought proper. 

We have declared that the said seizure, made in the hands of the saiel Brisson miller 
of the seigniory of St. Pierre, upon the curate of tl18 said seigniory of Ste. Anne, and 
upon the other inhabitants thereof, is good and valid, and we therefore nn1~in that the 
said Brisson shall return the grain and flour, seized in his hands, into the possession 
of the said Sieur de la Perade according to the retums given of the same by him, upon 
receipt of which he will be well and duly discharged. 

\V (' a~ain prohibit both the CUl'ate of the said place and all the other inhabitants 
fro:n talung their grain to be ground elsewhere than to the banal mill of the said sci. 
gmory, under penalty of confi'cvtilJl1 of the grain. and of such fine as we may think 
proper, :lUd of pavin<T t 11 fi h 'h 

J' '':> 0 or t e gram t oy may have taken elsewhere and to 
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prevent the abuses which are committed at the mill by the said inhabitants who take 
each others flour instead of their own. 

VVe prohibit them in the most express manner from taking back any grain or flour 
which has not been given to them by the miller upon pain of being looked upon and 
being prosecuted, as having caused an injury to the others who may hay,," gT8i"1 or flour 
in the said mill, aud also from going into the mill unless the miller shall be there; and 
in case any person has reason to complain of any injury he may think has been clone 
him in the said mill, as to the produce of the grain he may have taken ther2, and as 
to the flour that the miller should return to them, if less than they should receive; 
we ordain that complaint shall be immediately made to tew Sieur de la Perade, 
and before taking away the flour, he shall be rcrluc",ted to go to the mill tel examiile 
into the fact, and cause justice to be rendered to whom it may belong; but eitel' the 
flour shall have been removed, no person shall have any right to complain. 

We have condemned the inhabitants to pay the costs of the seizures and summon:', 
together with the travelling expenses of the said Sieur de la !~ c')'"Je, which \Ye haye 
taxed at thirty lim'es, and which arc to be bome by those of the inlia bitants against 
whom the seizures of grain were dcclared good and valid, but whom \',C exempt fi'om 
paying the fine, the Sieur de la Perade having signified hi., willing-no.'.> to remit it to 
them for this time; all which will be e;~ccuted lIotwithstalldill,Q any opposition or 
appeal whatever. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at our residence, III Quebec, this tenth of .July, one thousand scycn hundrerl 
and twenty-eight. 

Signed, DUPUY. 

[Onlce, of 1728, No. 15, Fuli:) 10.] 

Judgment rendered upon the complaint if thg inhahitants of G)'{Jwlincs. order/ilg that 
the wind mill of the said Parish of Grom1ines be cxwnillcd /)7/ 1;/(11 of .,,~'dl, alld 

which names Messrs. Prote(l1~ alld ranll'lt to fu1fi1 that dUI!!. 

CLAUDE THOMAS DUDUY, &c, 

Upon the petition presented to us by .Jacques Drolet, .J2Hluc" Renaud, Baptiste 
Joabin, Alexis Sauvageot, Fran<;ois Brunet, Nicolas Rivard and other inhabitants, of 
the Sieur Amelin, of the parish of Grondines, setting forth that as they are obliged to 
go to the windmill in the said seigniory, it is both grievous and hurtful to them to take 
their grain there, inasmuch as the min only breaks their \y1]('«t, both because the mill 
is absolutely spoilt by the different persons who have worked it heretofore, and 
because the Sieur Amelin who now works it, not being a miller by trade, in­
creases the defects in the flour made by him, and praying us, for the purpoBe of 

s 
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proving what they state in their petition, to order that the said mill be visited and 

examined by men of skill, 

And the said Sieur Amelin, being present, answered that his mill is .in good order, 
that it is true he has had no miller for some time, because his miller was a soldier, and 
the general has taken him away, but that having hired, in his place, a man who is able 
to work the mill, he persisted in stating that his mill makes good flour and is provided 
with every thing that is necos.sary for it; he also requested that it should be examined 
by men of skill and experience in such things. 

We, considering the respective complaints and demands of the parties, have or­
dered and do order that the said mill be visited by two desinterested persons of skill, 
to be agreed upon by the parties, in default of which they will be named ex-officio, 
and the Sieur Amelin having named as his arbitrator one Proteau of Bat is can, the above 
named inhabitants chose for themselves one Perrault, a miller, also of Batiscan, which 
nominations we haye confirmed; and we order that the said Proteau and Perrault, ar­
bitrators named by the parties, do repair to the said place called Grondines, to the 
wind mill there built, belonging to the Sieur Amelin, for the purpose of examining into 
the condition in which the mill stones are at present, making the mill work so as to 
see the quality of the flour, and then rai,;ing the mill stone to examine its surface and 
ascertain the cause of the evil, and the inhabitants shall then continue to go to the 
mill as they are obliged, under penalty of a fine and of the confiscation of the grain 
that may be taken else'vhcrc, which grain we allow the said Sieur Amelin to follow 
and seize. 

\Ve do also forbid the said inhabitants to threaten or illtreat those who may be put 
to work in the said mill under penalty of being prosecuted and punished in an exem­
plary manner, ,yhich will be done notwithstanding any opposition or appeal whatever. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at our residence in Quebec this 10th July 1828. 

Signed, DUPUY. 

[Ordce. of 1728, No. 15, Folio 24.] 

OTdinance which Teunites to the d(Yflzain if the seignory.oj the Sieur Charles Legardeur, 
~all:d Portllcuj, the jaTIn oj Robert Germain, by reason of his not residing upon 
zt, m conformity .11'ith the .deere: if. the Council (1 State if the 11th July 1711, 
an~ 11'''.ICh penmts the smd sezgmor to concede it to zc7wm he may please, and 
1chlCh J01Lzds all persons jTom opposing his uein g put in possession thereof_ 

CLAUDE THO~IAS Dl'Pl·Y, &c. 

S
. Upodn the r:epresentation made to us by the Sieur Charles Legardeur Esquire 
leur e CrOlsy and Mi sM' R" R b' " s arguente ene 0 meau, seigniors and proprietors of 
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the fief and seigniory of Portneuf, that the late Sieur Robineau, their uncle, here­
tofore seignior of the said seigniory, from whom they inherited, had, about sixteen 
years before, granted a concession in the said seigniory of six arpents in front by forty 
in depth, to one Robert Germain, upon the charge and condition that he would im­
mediately pass a deed of the same; that the said Germain neglected to have the said 
deed passed, and having merely made a clearing of about an acre UpO~l the said land, 
left for the purpose of travelling through that part of the country situate behind the 
coast of Louisiana, where he died about seven or eight years ago without being 
married, as attested by the certificate of the Revd. Father St. Pe, Je,mit and missionary 
of that place, dated the 13th of July of the present year, and produced before us by 
the said seigniors; praying the said seigniors that in conformity with the decree of the 
King's Council of State, of the 11th July 1711, re~ristered in the superior council of 
this country the 5th December 1712, by which decree the King wills and ordains that 
the inhabitants who shall have been one year without residing, (sans tenirleu et lieu) 
upon the lands conceded to them, be deprived of their property and that the same be 
reunited to the domain of the seigniors, in obedience to the ordinances which shall be 
made by the Governor of New-France; 

In consideration of which, and of the decree of the State Council of the 11th July 
1711, registered at the Superior Council of New France on the 5th December 1712 
and also the attestation of Father St. Pe, Jesuit and missionary in the above 
mentioned country, dated 13th July 1728 which certifies that it is to his kllowledge, 
according to the uniform report of several travellers and al,;o by letter, that the said 
Robert Germain died at Louisiana in 1722, and also considering that it is proved that 
the said Robert Germain never resided upon the land (teni:'Icu et lien) nor paid any 
rent and that he did not cultivate the said land, otherwise than by ('lltting down about 
an acre of wooel which is now grovvn up in brush. 

We ordain that the saielland; from this day, shall belong to the domain of the said 
seigniory, in consequence of the said Robert Germain having failed to reside thereon 
(tenir feu et lieu) in conformity with the said decree of the State Conncil, and we 
declare the deeds and other writings, which may have been given him by the said 
late Sieur Robineau or his ancestors, granting him the said land, null and ,"<)i,l. 

We further ordain that, in consequence of the p~'esent rewlion, the said seigniors 
or their heirs, shall have the right to reconcede the said land in conformity with the 
decree of the State Council of the 11th July 1711, and also that flur~:uant to the said 
decree the new grantee ~hall be bound to reside (tcnir fen et lieu) upon the said 
laud within the year, and shall also commence to clear and cultivate within the 
same period, in default of which we declare the deeas ,vhich may be given of the 
said land to be null and void from this day, the whole in obedience to the inten­
tionq and will of the King explained in the said decree 01 his State Council. 

We cxprc,dy forbid any body fi'om hindering in any mauner the person to whom 
the said seigniors may (lgail1 give a grant of the said lalll1, from takiilg l'(),,~cs~ion 
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f 1 · of becoml'ng responsible for damages and interest thereflor o tllC' same Ulllor pam 
tf )\val'lL Loth the seigniors and new grantee. 

Thus ordered, Sec 

1)o,le at our rL',idence ill Quebcc, the 14th July 1728. 

Signed, DUPUY. 

[Ordin:ll1ce of 17~8, K o. 15, Folio 26.J 

Ol'£1i/l (1/1 CC proMoiting the SiCIlI' Flamdill, seignior if St. C1wrles-des-Roc1ws des GrlYfl­
dill('s,from distllrbil7g tIle sicur lYimlas l~i?~ard, inhabitant if 1.is seigniory, in Ike 
possessio" elld elljoymcnt if afann W1liell lw has sold to 1lim, on account of tke 
1'I:~1It ifjiJu',,!:)", 7()uZcr 1'(1/'/1 if all costs, damages and interests. 

CLAUDE THOMAS Dupuy, &c. 

Be'tween Nicol~,8 Ilinn1, ill;,;lbitant of Grondines, plaintiff, personally present, and 
~iclll' J;;cflllCc, A,nelill, pl'f 'ri'iC't()l' of the scign;ory of St. Charles des Roches des Gron­
dille,;, defendant, aJ.,o PCl'c,ollally prc3';nt, of tLc other part, and after the said Rivard 
had "tatc:l to H:" th~t 1.3 h::)(l bought fi'om the said sieur A melin a lot of land, situate 
ill the said seigniory of St. C;larlcs l~CS Roc]lCs, of three al1Jents in front by forty in 
depth, according to the dccf,ll'Qssed before Normandin, royal notary, the 11th August 
172:!, in which it is s'cated that t!Je ~aid lot shall be bouncled towards the north-east by 
the ';aiit .. il'~ll' Amelin, ':'T.I'v,·d" the wu,h-'."est by Fral1~o1:S Dubois, in front by the river 
~~~t. LmTence, ;cncl in ,:' c 1'(':11' by L11S ~aid del)'b, with right of fishing and hunting, the 
said vendor IT:,l~ing over 'l' the 1".11'::hase1' ;'11 :':ghtc; of property in the soil, seizin and 
po:;,(':"ion, ,yhich he ;nigl:~ ha'ie or F'etend ,:) ha';8 upon the s:Lid three acres, being 
williu<.;' that he be put ~n 1";' S2~6:ion 'In,-~ ClUO:,,''03nt of the same, by means of these pre­
sellt,; tl18 said sale Jlade cu.bject to the charge of forty-five 8018 and three capons, of 
TOtlc./ullci(;rc, rot redeemable, ane three sols of cens, and al:'o for and in consideration 
of the sum of two thou:,and or.e kll1drerl and sc:venty-five livres, which be has paid to 
the said sieur AmeEn. 

Th:Lt notwitotanding the said sale was made without any reserve on the part of the 
sieur Amelin upon tlle said three ac::es O! ~and, 2e nevertheless pretends to have a 
right of P' )":'l3sion upon the fi'ontage of the said :vnd, contrary to the conditions and tenor 
of the said dced of sale; and as the said Ri';arG. has a small clump of trees upon the 
fi'ont of his land, among which are some maple tree3, the said sieur Amelin taps them, 
notwithstanding the fi'equent notices given him by Rivard to abstain from taking his 
property, and as the said sieur Amelin has not paid any attentien thereto, he, Rivard 
has lJ8cl1 under the necessity of bringing his complaint before us, and praying us to 
command t~le s.aid sieur Amelin to L:ave him in the peaceable enjoyment of his land, 
and to forbld h'm, from henceforth, to make any daim upon the frontage of the said 
three acres of land, to which he has the entire right of property, not being bounded 
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otherwise than by the river St. Lawrence, and consequently the owner of every thing 
comprised within those limits as far as the edge of the said river, under pain of all 
costs, damages and interest. 

To which the said sieur Amelin replied, that by his deed, he had only sold forty 
acres in depth, and that if the said Rivard wished to enjoy the possession of the front 
of the said land, he must begin to take the said depth from low water mark, otherwise 
he was under the impression that he had a right to dispose of the surplus which might 
be upon the said fi'ont, and which was not included within the said forty acres, as he 
deemed fit. 

To this, the said Rivard again answered that his boundary had been marked out in 
the presence and with the consent of the said sieur Amelin; that it is from that point 
that his depth must begin, and consequently fi'om there that his frontage must 
start, and go to low water mark; that this frontage has been left open to all the 
inhabitants; not only of Grondines, but of all the country, as a useless beach that is 
covered with water or dryas the tides rise and fall; that the inhabitants have never 
been bounded but by the highest water mark, all the remainder being what is caned 
their frontage; that the idea of the sieur Amelin is not walTantable, for if the inhabi­
tants were bounded by low water mark, more than half would not possess any thing, 
there being many places where there are three miles of beach, but that the general 
rule in relation to lands having a beach in front, is to take the boundary from the high­
est spring and fan tides, and also to give them possession of the beach, as otlwnvise it 
would be useless to insert the following clause in the deeds between the seignior~ and 
the inhabitants, that they grant them the right of fishing, supposing they have a right 
to do so, of disposing of and re-selling the frOl:tage which may have been already con­
ceded to them by their deeds; that certainly the sieur Amelin is the first in the COIDI­

try who has had a like difficulty; that he, Rivard, can also say, without going heyond 
proper bounds, that he has bought this land twice over, since he pay" annually the 
same rentefiJliCie·rc, l!ot redeemable, as the othe inhabitants, and has also paid to the 
said sieur Amelin two thousand one hundred and seventy-five livres, \\'ithout possess­
ing more rights or p;:ivileges than another. 

To this the sieur Amelin answered, that if the land was thus sold to him, it was on 
account of its being cleared and cultivated. 

We, having examined the deed of sale by the sieur Amelin to Rivard, by which the 
sieur Amelin makes over to the said Rivard all rights of property,foJli1, tres-fonds and 
possession which he might have, or pretend to have, upon the said three acres of land 
so sold, without in any manner reserving or retaining any thingtheroon. 

That by the said deed, it is stated that the said three acres of land are bounded to­
wards the north-east by the land of the said sieur Amelin, towards the south-west 
by Franc;ois Dubois, in front by the river St. Lawrence and in rear by the said depth, 
with the right of fishing and hunting: 

We prohibit the said sieur Amelin, under pain of all costs, damages and interest 
from henceforth disturbing the said Rivard in the entire and perfect enjoyment of the 
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'd 1 f land I'll front by forty in depth, according to hi" deed of sale, which sal t lIee acres 0 , 

1 I f f' ,'11 1.e taken and commence at the old boundary which was pIa-
l cpt I 0 orty aCles WI U , ' , , , , 

11. 1 k ttl· said sieur Amehn and wInch has al ways been and stlnlS to-eel uy ant "nown 0 lU ' , 

d 1 k 1 ' the established boundary, fi"om wInch as far as low water mark ay, no -e( upon a~ '1. . , 

~h<lll be the frontage of the said land, and bey0nd \\"hlCh ,boundary ~lj0 :<lltl RI\'a~d 
"hall enjoy all the ground thut may be found, as ~ar ~s tho TIv~r, the smd Slen: Amchn 
not ha\illg made any rescryc upon the beach wInch iunn.", as It were, a stoppmg stone 

to rivero, 

Thus ordered, &c. 

l\Ialle at "ttr r('"i,lclH:C', at Queb,'c, the fifteenth day of July, ono thousand sevell 

11ll1l<1rl'll and twenty-eight. 

(t>igned) DUPUY, 

lOn1. of 1728, No, 16, Folio 2,] 

E,rccill iun against olle Brisson, mill/'( 0/ tlte seigniory if St. Pierre, condemnil7J; him to 
afillc r1".fil'c liucs, Il'illl. costs {{{lfl c.rpmsl's,for Ilu;,ill!! rifused to obey tlte ordinance 
(if the lO/1t July last, CI(joiliing him to return to tl.e sielli' de Za Perade tlte 
grain alldjlour scized in luI; possession, belonging to tlte cw"i and inkab!tants qf tlte 
sfigTiiory 0/' Stl', S.JU/c (Laperade.J 

CLAUDE TJlO~IAS Dupuy, &c, 

Upon the complaint to us made by the sieur de 1a Perade, ~n officer in the troops of 
this country, that one Brisson, miner in the seiguiory of St, Pierre, has refused obe­
dience to our ordinalJcc of the tenth of July, ordering him to give up the grain and 
flout seized in his IJ:1uds, to the said sieul' de la Perade, according to the memorandum 
he gave us, upon receipt of which he would be discharged therefrom, 

Seeing also the notice given to the said Brisson, at the request of the said sieur de 
la Perade, by Rouillard St, Cyr, royal bailiff, on the eleventh of this month, who read 
our said ordinance to him, and presented the receipt of the said sieUl'de 1a Perade, in 
presence of two witnesses, to which he refused to I>ubmit. 

vVe do order the said Brisson, upon the first demand that shall be made him by the 
said sieur de la Perade, to return the twenty bUtlhels of wheat or flour which he de­
dared he had in his possession, belongincr as well to the rector as to the inhabitants of 
the 'd " f S 0 , Sa! selgulOry 0 te, Anne, by reason whereof we have declared the present or-
dlllance execut .' h' " 1. f ' h '. ory agamst 1m, m VIrtue WHcreo he WIll be compelled to restore t e 
smd effects in ll'ke d' d' . d 1 1 , manner as a guar Ian or eposltary of effects seized un er ega 
process, on pain of arrest and imprisonment; we condemn him to tho payment of all 
tho costs whicl b' d' 1 " 

I may 0 l1lCUlTe 11l tIe 1'renn8e8, and to the payment of all damages, 
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a~ th~ same. shall be ascertained by arbitration, and in a fine of five lim'es, by reason of 
lus dl~obedi~nce, payable to the parish of the said seigniory of Ste. Anne, the recovery 
of whICh fine shall be made by the church-warden of the said parish, who shall be re~­
ponsible for the same, in his own private name. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, in our residence, the 20th August 1728. 

(Signed) DUPUY. 

fOrd.from 1729 to 1730, No. 17, Foli04.J 

Ordinance prohibiting all per80ns from molesting the sicur Sarrrl::in and his associates, 
as well in respect if tlte working if a quarry if slate, as in resper-t if the codfisheries 
in !tis seigniory. 

GILES HOCQUAItT, &c. 

Upon the petition presented to us, by the sieur Sarrazin, acting as well for himself 
as for his co-heirs, proprietors of the lands and seigniories of the river de la Magde­
laine, Grande Vallee and Anse des Etang, situate on the south shore of the river St. 
Lawrence, at a distance of one hundred leagues from this town, by which he sets forth 
that, with a view of complying with the intentions of His Majesty, upon the discovery 
made last year of a quarry of slate at Grand Etang aforesaid, confirmation of the ex­
istence of which has been obtained from the mechanic sent there this spring, he has 
formed a co-partnership with the sieurs Lepage and. Riou, proprietors of the lands and 
seigniories of Rimousquy and Trois-Pistolles, for the working, in the ensuing spring, 
of this quarry of slate, and inasmuch as there are fisheries in that place, where codfish 
is caught every year, and moreover he, the said sieur Sarrazin, in his quality afore­
said, having an establishment there since several years, some individuals. under the 
provisions of the admiralty laws, might, as the first discoverers, equip vessels to come 
there, under pretence of fishing, and working the said quarry of slate, and thertby dis­
turb him in the working of the said quarry and in the enjoyment of the said fishing 
ground, in which he has engaged with his said partners, a thing which occurred in 
1725, and was regulated by Mr. Begon, the then intendant, by his ordinance of the 
10th May of the said year;-Requesting us thereupon to prohibit all persons of any 
quality, from di~turbing him or his associates in the enjoyment of the fishing ground and 
dependencies which they haye and ought to have in the said places, for the pelmanent 
fishing operations had there for a number of years, and fi'om even setting there before 
they have taken possession of the eltent of ground necessary for the proper working 
of the quarry, of which quarry the said sieur Sarrazin is the sole proprietor. 

Thereupon having considered, and seeing the ordinance of Mr. Begon, formerly in­
tendant in this country, dated the 10th May 1725, ordering that the sieur Gastin, hav-
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ing the same rights a~ those of the said sieur Sa~azin, should alone enjoy the fisheries 
of the Grand Etang, and of the river lVIagdelame, and as to the G:rande~ Vallee des 
]'.'Ionts-N otre-Dame, the Raid sieur Gastin should only fish thereat8 WIth baIt, and have 
the smoking aJld drying apparatus necessary for smoking and dr~ing the fis~ he might 
catch with "eyen boats, and should give. up the rest for the fishmg operatIOllS of the 

sieur Peyre, the defendant in the matter. 

"\Ve forbid all and cn~ry person or persons, of any rank or quality, to disturb the 
;;aid sieur Sarrazin, or his a,,~ociates in the choice they have made in the said places 
for their fishing operatiol13, or to settle in the place until after they shall have taken 
the extent of g,.ound they may want, or further to disturb them and interfere in the 
working of the quar:ry of slate belonging to the said sieur Saraazin, on pain against 
the contravening parties of a fine of fifty livres, and of a greater penalty if thought 

fit. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

DOI~e at Quebec, this 14th October 17:29. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 

lOrd. fi·om 1729 to 1730, No. 17, Folio 34.] 

Ordinance 1c1ach declaTCs that the inhabitants oj the seigniory C!f Bellechasse have lost 
their lands, and that the said lands shall be re-unitecl to the domain 0/ the said 
seignioTy, unless they 1·eside on the same within the time prescribed mj the said 
ordilliUlcc, aml 1chich orders that the said 01 dinance be read at the door of the 
church 0/ the said seigil/or?!. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the petition to us presented by the Sieur Nicolas Blaise de Rigam;lle, Esquire 
Reignior of Bellechasse, a lieutenant in the troops kept up in this country for the King's 
~en-icc, assistant major of the city and government of Quebec, stating that he had for seve­
ral years conceded lands,in the fief and seigniory of Bellechasse, to a number of persons. 
who have taken no steps to rCeHle thereon and to improve the same, although they had 
lllldertaken to do so, within a year and a day, by their deeds of concession, and as 
the! are bound to do by virtu.e of the decree of the King's council of the 6th July 1711, 
wInch decree has been suffiCIently made known in the said seigniory of Bellechasse by 
the publication the petitioner has caused to be made thereof at the door of the paro­
chial church of the said place, after divine service of the forenoon, the 7th June 1718, 
by Meschin a bailiff, which said neglect is contrary to the intentions of His Majesty, 
and prejudicial to the intere~ts of the said Sieur deoRirrau\;lle and to the other inhabi-
tants ,,-h h . ... 0 • o ave settlec1111 the saId seIgmory ; praying, the said Sieur de RigauV1lle, 
that we may be pleased to order the said inhabitants, within such delay as may be 
thought proper, to comply with the said decree of the King's council and with their 
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deeds of concession, and that in default of their residing on their lands within such 
delay, the said lands be taken from them and re-united at once to the domain of the 
said petitioner, to be by him again granted.to whom he pleases. 

Having seen the said petition, the decree of the King's council of the 6th July 1711, 
the certificate of publication made thereof by the said Meschin, and upon the whole 
deliberated, 

We have ordered and do hereby order that, from the day of the publication of the 
present ordinance to the 10th day of the month of November, and without further 
delay, all the inhabitants who have taken grants in the said seigniory of Bellechasse, 
shall be bound to reside thereupon, conformably with the decree of His Majesty's 
council of the 6th July 1711, in default whereof, and after the expiration of the said 
delay, we declare them to have fOlfeited all right of property in the sailllands, which 
we will reunite to the domain of the said Sieur de Rigauville, upon the production by 
him of the certificate of the rector of the said parish of Bellechasse and of the captain 
of militia, to the effect that the said inhabitants have failed to reside upon their said 
lands (teni)" feu et lieu), as it is enjoined by the said decree of His Majesty's council. 

Tho present onlinanco shall be read, published and posted up at the church door of 
the said seigniory, aftor morning service in the parish, and shall 10 by tho said Sieur 
de Rigauvillo signified to evory one of his tenant" affected by tho ~'lml', in ordor that 
they may be malle acquainted with the effect thereof 

Thus orderod, &c. 

DonA in our resillenco at Quohor'. on the twentieth day or January nno thousand 
seven hundred and thirty. 

(Signed) HOCQTJART. 

[Ord. fmm 1729 to 1730, No. 17, FGlin 77.] 

Ordinctnce fr!J which Loui~ Dumncl and Nicolas Fluyot flit Saint-L(lurclIl, amL others, 
il/haMllUds oj thesci:;niu1'Y r:f Till!!, urcdcclarcdto h(lvCfOII:ilcrZ thcil·lHopc1·tic:;, 
and the same re-unitcd to the donUt in rI the said sci:;Jlionj, in r1rj1utlt of thei,' 
residing upon the same 'Within the delay lyrescribed by t1t('se presents, and'lchich 
onlcrs the n:({ding rif the said ordinailce at the church cloor (~r the said sri:;niory. 

GILLES HocQUAUT, &c. 

Upon the petition presented to us by the Sieur Charles Le Gardour, Esquire, an 
officer in the naval fi..rcc in this country, acting as well for himself as for his mother, 
the widow of the late Sieur Pierre Noel Le Gardeur, Esquire, a captain in the same 
service, seignior of Tilly and of Bonsecours, setting forth that, within the last eight 
years, they have granted several lands to different individuals, and particularly to Louis 

T 
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Durand and Nicolas Huyot elit Saint-Laurent, noW absent, who have not as yet taken 
any means of residing upon their grants and of improving the same, althou~h thereunto 
obliged, by the provisions of the decree in council of t~e 6th July I! 11, which has be~n 
duly published in all the seigniories ?f th~ colo~y, W~IC~ :neglect, ~ndependently Ofl~ 
being contrary to the intentions of HIS .l\IaJesty, IS prejudicial to the mterests of the petJ.­
tioner8 and of the inhabitants oflands in the neighborhood of the lands that are uDmha­
bited, and not cleared or improved, as well by reason of the proprietors of such lands 
not contributing their portion of labor necessary to the maintenance of the church, the 
parsonage house anu the TOaus, as by reason of the seigniors being deprived of their 
l'ight of toll upon grain (droit de ?lWUtll7'C), which all the inhabitants are bound to pay, 
and of their default to give their neighbors the necessary clearing; praying that we 
may be pleased to appoint a certain delay within which such individuals shall be bound 
to comply with the said decree in council, under penalty of foneiture of the right of 
property of the lands granted them as aforesaid, which shall be re-united to the domain 
of the said seigniory to be conceded anew. 

Seeing the said petition signed "Le Gardeur," the decree in council of the 6th July 
1711, the certificates ofthe rector and of the captain of militia of the said seigniory of 
Tilly, by which it appears thatthe said inhabitants above named have not resided upon 
their said lands, and having thereupon considered: 

We have ordered and do hereby order that, from this day to the festival of St. 
Martin, and no later, the said Louis Durand and Nicolas Huyot, and all others who 
have taken lands in the said seigniory of Tilly, shall be bound to reside upon and im­
prove the Silme, in conformity with His Majesty's decree in council above dated, in 
default whereof and after the expiration of the period above fixed, we shall declare 
them to have forfeited all right of property in the said lands, and we shall reunite the 
same to the domain of the said seigniory of Tilly, upon the production by the said Sieur 
Le Gilrdeur and wife offresh certificates of the rector and captain of militia, to the effect 
that the said inhabitants have lleglected to reside upon their said lands within the delay 
we have, by favor, granted them, to comply \\'itll His Majesty's said decree in council. 

The present ordin811cc ~hall be read, published and posted up at the church door of 
~he said seignior:l:, dter moming service of l11e next ensuing sUl1day, and served, at the 
ll1stanee of the sald Le Gardenr and wife, UpU~l tre said Louis Durand, Nicolas Huyot 
and othel' ini1al,itants affected by the same, in order that they may not be ignorant of 
the contents thereof, certificates of which publication and service shall be produced 
before us, together with the said certificates of the rector and captain of militia, to be 
thereupon proceeded to the reunion of tho said lands, if the same should be necessary. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the first day of April one thousand seven hunured und thirty. 

(Signed) HOCQ..UART, 
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[Ord. from 1729 to 1730, No. 17, Folio 83.1 

Ordinance obliging the widow arul heirs Gonthier, arul other inhabitants, to tai"e titles 
from the Sieur Trernhlay, seignior of Eboulements, subject to the same charges 
as those mentioned in the ordinance of Monsiew' Began of the 18th of Apnll713, 
and seth forth in these presents, under penalty of re-union to the domain of the said 
seignior. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the viva 'lJOCe request made to us by the Sieur Tremblay, touching several of 
the inhabitants of his seigniory ofEboulements, who refuse to take titles from him for 
lands which he has granted them, and more particularly touching the widow and heirs 
of the late Louis Gonthier, who are in possession of a lot land in the said seigniory, 
of six arpents in front by forty in depth, which form;; part of a lot of twelve arpents 
heretofore possessed by the said late Louis Gonthier, one half whereof was re-united 
to the domain of the said Sieur Tremblay by the ordinance of l\Ir. Began of the 18th 
April 1713 ; the said Tremblay praying that we may be pleased to compel the said 
widow and heirs to take a title for the said land of six arpents, conformably to the said 
ordinance, that is to say at the rate of 20 sols and a capon by each arpent, or forty sols 
without capons, at the option of the said SieUT Tremblay, and 1 sol of eens for the said 
six arpents. 

Seeing the said petition, and the whole being considered, we do hereby order that 
the said widow and heirs Gonthier shall be held to take a title from the said Sieur 
Tremblay, for the said land of six arpents which they hold from him, at the rate and 
according to the terms of the said ordinance of Monsieur Begon of the 18th April 1713, 
under penalty, in default thereof, of the reunion of the said land of six arpents to the 
domain of the said Sieur Tremblay, whicb reunion shall likewise take place in respect 
of the other inhabitants of the said Sieur Tremblay, who shall refuse to take titles for 

their lands. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, 011 the twenty-second day of April one thousand seven hundred 

and thirty. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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[Orc1. from 1729 to 1730, No. 17, Folio 114.] 

Ordinance col/firming a former ordinance if Mr. Begon if tlw 25th July 1723, prohi­
Mbitint; tl.e sieurs lILarcot and Clwstenay, inhabitants 0/ tlw barony of Portneuj, 
from ~lcstillg tlw siClir Oroisille, 0 seignior ~nd proprietor. if the same, in the 
enjoyment if the right of fisl.ing winch lw has 171 front if thczr lands, under penalty 
{if afine if five 1h'rea, witl. damages, interest and costs. 

G ILL!:S HOCQuo\RT, &c. 

Upon the complaint madc to us, by the sieur de Croisille, an officer in His Ma­
jesty's troops in this country, propriccor of the lands and barony of POltneuf, against 
Henry Marcot ::md Jean Baptiste Chastenay, his tenants at Portneuf aforesaid, repre· 
senting that notwithstanding the ordinance of Mr. Begon, heretofore intendant in this 
country, dated the 25th of July 1723, ordering that the said sieur Croisille shall con­
tinue to enjoy, as his predecessors have always done before him, the right of fishing in 
front of the land conceued by him to Jean Franc;ois Marcot, not having specifically 
granted that right, the said Croisille having nevertheless consented that the said Mar­
cot amI Chastenay, should enjoy the right of fishing as aforesaid, during two years 
only, upon payment by them of five balTels of Eels per annum; nevertheless the said 
Marcot and Chastenay pretend that they have the said right of fishing without the 
permission of the said Croisille, to whom they have latterly refused to pay the said 
five 1arrels of Eels, and have even gone so far as to treat him disrespectfully, and to 
u';e insult towards him, upon the occasion of his having personally gone to them to re­
quest the payment of the arrears due for the past years, which has induced the said 
Croisille, proprietor of the said right of fishing, to let the same to one Rene Cuillerie 
and to one Jean Baptiste Groleau, by a paper writing, setting forth the conditions of 
such lease, bearing date the 26th January last; upon which complaint we have caused 
an onl,,'!' to be served upon the said Henry Marcot and Jean Baptiste Chastenay, to 
appear before us, and after having heard their llefence, and upon their admission that 
they had refused to pay the said four barrels of Eels; seeing the said ordinance of Mr. 
Begon of the 25th July 1723, and having considered upon the whole: 

We do hereby order that the saill ordinance shall be executed according to its tenor 
and effect, antl in consequence that the said sieur Croisille shall continue to enjoy the 
right of fishing in front of the said land, which at present belongs to the said Henry 
Mareot and Jean Baptiste Chastenay, as being in the stead and place of Jean Franqois 
Marcot, to whom the same was granted by the sieur Robineau, in the same manner as 
the predecessors of the said Croisille have always enjoyed the said right. 

"'! e do hereby expressly prohibit the Baid Marcot, Chastenay and all others from mo­
lestmg the sai(~ Croisille, or those to whom he has let the said right of fishing, in the 
works and settmg f t h' h h " °d o 0 ne s w IC t ey may ueem proper for the enjoyment of the SRI 
nght. 

We likewise prohob't tl ,od Md' 
1 1 10 ::;al areot an Chastenay from fishing upon the extent 

ground, from low water mark to the boundary of their lands in front, going towards 
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the depth of the same; the said right of fishing to extend from the north-east line of 
the said Chastenay up to the fishing establishment of Simon Frenay, under a penalty 
against the said Marcot and Chastenay, should they be guilty of contravention to our 
present ordinance, of a fine of ten livres, and of all damages, interest and costs to­
wards the said sieur Croisil1e, or those who hold under him. 

We further order that our present ordinance shall be served upon the said Marcot 
and Chastenay, by the captain of militia upon the spot, who shall certify Buch service 
upon the said ordinance. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 2nd of July 1730. 

(Signed) HOC QUART. 

[Ord. of 1793, No. 18, Folio 8.] 

Ordinance whielt, upon the representation qf tlte seigniors qf Isle Jesus, adjuges that their 
tenants shall pay their rents in live capons, or twenty solsfor eaclt capon, at tlte ~. 
tion qf the saidseigniors and not qf tlte said tenants. 

GILLES HOCQUART; &c. 

Upon the representations made to us, by the seigniors of Isle Jesus that the inhabi­
tants of the said Island, whose deeds of concession set forth that they shall pay their 
seigniorial rents in live capons or twenty sols for each capon, at the option of the said 
seigniors, refuse to abide by the choice made by the seigniors, pretending to choose for 
themselves and to pay in capons. 

Having due regard to such representations, we do order that, in compliance with 
the tenus of the said deed, the said seigniors shall have the right of choosing whether 
their rents shall be paid them in money or in capons, as they may deem proper. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the twenty-seventh of June, one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty. 

(Signed) HOC QUART. 
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[On1. of 1739, No. 18, Folio 8.] 

Ordinance confirming the ordinance if Messrs. Raudot, tlte elder ana tlte YOiInger, of tIle 
26th June 1707 and 11th June 1709, homologating tlte report if Mr. Raimbault, 
and en joining Jean Lamoureux and others, inhabitants if the seigniory of Bou· 
cltcrril1e, tofence in tAe common, ttnder penalty if afine if ten !ivrea against Ccmtra· 
'Vcning parties. 

GILLES HOCUUART, &c. 

Upon the petition presented to us, by Adrien Lamoureux, an inhabitant of l'Isle Ste. 
Marguerite, seigniory of Varenne, praying, for the causes therein set forth, that we may 
be pleased to order that the ordinances of Messrs. Raudot, the elder and the younger, 
heretofore intendants in this country, dated the 26th June 1707 and 11th JUlIe 1709, 
shall be executed, and to homologate the report of Mr. Raimbault, the deputy of Mr. 
Dupuy, also an intendant in this country, of the 9th June 1727, by which said ordi· 
nances the inhabitants of Boucherville are prohibited from allowing their hogs to go at 
large, and are enjoined to fence in the common opposite the land of the petitioner; 
and the said Lamoureux having represented to us, that Jean Lamoureux, his brother, 
and several other inhabitants, have paid no kind of regard either to the ordinances of 
the said Messrs. Raudot, or to the report of the said Mr. Raimbault, the said Adrien 
Lamoureux praying we may be pleased to fine those who have not obeyed the same, 
to all which due regard ought to be had, inasmuch as the said Lamoureux suffers consi· 
derable damage therefrom. 

We have therefore ordered that the ordinances of Messrs. Raudot shall be fully ex· 
ecuted; we homologate the report of Mr. Raimbault, to the end that it may be fully 
carried out; we further order that the said Jean Lamoureux and others, inhabitants of 
the said seigniory, shall immediately fence in the said common, where it abuts upon 
the said Adrien Lameureux, under penalty of a fine of ten livres, payable to the said 
Adrien Lamoureux. 

We require the captain and other officers of militia to serve the present ordinance 
upon the said Jean Lamoureux, and to publish the same after divine service in the 
morning. 

Done at Montreal, in our residence, the twenty-seventh of June one thousand seveu 
hundred and thirty. 

(Signed) HOCq,UART. 
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[Ordce. of 1730, No. 18, Folio 34.] 

Ordinance requiring all the inJw1:ritants of the seigniories. of Boucherville and of M()'Jj.J 
tarville, to exhibit, within three months jrmn the [late of the last publication, tn 
the Sieur Boucher, their seignior, the location tickets and deeds of concession of the 
lands in their possession in the said seigniories, and those who have none to take 
them uithin the same period. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the representation made to us by the Sieur Pierre Boucher, Esquire, seignior 
of Boucherville and of Montarville, that since the ordinance rendered by Monsieur de 
Champigny, the thirtieth of August one thousand seven hundred, setting forth that those 
who possess lands in the seigniory of Boucherville should be' bound to exhibit to the 
late Sieur Boucher, their seignior, upon All Saints Day then next ensuing, the titles 
of concession and location tickets which he had granted them, and that those to whom 
he had granted deeds should be bound to furnish him with copies of the same duly 
compared; that since the last mentioned period very few of the inhabitants had com­
plied with the said ordinance, that since the decease of the said Boucher the elder, 
the last seignior, none of the said inhabitants had exhibited to the said petitioner the 
titles in virtue of which they possess the lands which they have in the said seigniory, 
as they are obliged to do at each change of seignior under the Custom, that there are 
some among the said inhabitants that have no deeds, which prevents the petitioner from 
proceeding to the completion of his rent-roll (papier-tcTrier), of the said seigniory, and 
ascertain the extent of ground possessed by the said inhabitants and the rents, cens 
et rentes, due by them; wherefore he has prayed we may be pleased to give such 
order as may be necessary in the premises. 

Having due regard to the petition of the said Sieur Boucher, we have ordered and 
do hereby order, that within three months fi:om the day of the third publication of 
the present ordinance, and no later, all the inhabitants of the said seigniories of Bou­
cherville and of Montarville shall be bound to produce and to exhibit to the said Sieur 
Boucher, the location tickets, deeds of concession and other titles of the lands which 
they possess in the said seigniories, of which deeds and titles they will be bound to 
furnish to the said Sieur Boucher a copy duly comparecl- by the notary of the 
place. 

We further order that such of the said inhabitants as have no titles of their lands, 
shall be held, within the same delay, to take such titles, in default whereof they may 
be compelled so to do by legal means, the present ordinance shall be published in the 
accustomed manner during three consecutive sundays. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal the fourteenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty. 

Signed, HOCQ,UART. 
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[Ordce. of 1730, No. 18, Folio 35.) 

Ordinance condemning Etienne Dumay, Jean Lesueur and Baptiste Poirier to pay 
to Nicolas Boucher, priest, and Demoiselle Louise Boucher, his sister, the cens et 
rentes oj the lands conceded to them by way qf cOi/,stituts, together with the arrears 
thereqf up to this d{~y. 

GILLES HOCQU.tRT, &c. 

Upon the representation to us made by the Sieur Rene Boucher de la Perriere, 
captain of a company of the detachment of marine, in the name and as the attorney 
of Sieur Nicolas Boucher, priest, rector of the parish of St. Jean in the Isle d'Orl£Jans, 
and of Dne Louise Boucher, his brother and sister, that Etienne Dumay, Jean Lesueur 
and Baptiste P"irier have for a long time refused to pay to the said Sieur and DlIe 
Boucher the cens et rentes of the lands conceded to them and the arrears of constituts 
granted by them in favor of the said Sieur and Dne Boucher, praying that such order 
may be made in the premises as may be thought proper; 

The parties being heard and every thing considered, we have ordered and do order 
that the said Etienne Dumay, Jean Lesueur and Baptiste Poirier shall immediately 
pay to the said Sieur and Dlle Boucher, the cens et Tentes due by them to this day 
together with the arrears and rentes owing by them for the constituts consented in 
favor of the said Sienr and Dlle Boucher, which cens et rentes seigncuriales and rentes 
constituees they shall continue to pay regularly for the future. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the fourteenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty. 

Signed, HOCQ.UART. 

[Ordce. of 17:30, No. 18, Folio 39.] 

Ordinance clljoiaing the il/hrd'llants if the seigniory oj Belceil and barony qf um­
gucuu, to exhibit, within three mOl/ths from the last publication of this ordinance, 
to Charles Lemoine, baron qf Longueuil, their seignior, the location tickets and 
deeds af cOllCess1'on qf the lands they hold in the said seigniory and barony, and 
those wlw hare none to take them 7tithin the same delay. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

y~on the representation to us made by Charles Lemoine, baron of Longueuil and 
seIgmor of ~elCE~I, that since the death of the late Baron of Longueuil, his father, 
none ?f the InhabItants of the said seigniories have exhibited to him the titles in virtue 
of wInch they enjoy their lands in the said sei!ITliories as all tenants are bound to do at h . b , 

eac mutatIOn, according to the Custom of Paris followed in this country; that some of 



the inhabitants have no deeds, which prevents the petitioner from going on with the 
completion of the rent-rolls, papiers-terriers, of the said seigniories, and knowing what 
quantity ofland each inhabitant holds, and what cens et rentes are due by him, where­
fore he prays us to afford him a remedy in the premises. 

Therefore, we have ordered and do hereby order, that within three months from 
the last publication of the present ordinance, all the i.nhabitants of the barony of Lon­
gueuil, and seigniory of Belreil, shall be bound to exhibit to the baron of Longuenil 
the location tickets and deeds of conces8ion and other titles to the lands held by them 
in the said scigniories, and to furnish copies of the said deeds and contracts. 

We further ordain that all the inhabitants who have no deeds of their lands, shall be 
bound to take them within the same delay, under pain of being forced to do it by law 
and by the retinion of their lands to the domain of the seignior, which said ordinance 
shall be published in the usual manner during three consecutive sundays, so that 110 

body shall be ignorant thereo£ 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the seventeenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty, 

Signed, HOCQU1,"RT. 

[Ordinance of 1730, No. 18, ful~o 44.] 

Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants if the seigniaries Cif the Dame de Thicrsan, fr01n 
cutting wood 01' tcupping the maple trees upon the said scigniorics, witlwut her 
leave, 7mdcr a penalty if twenty livrcs against the oij'enders to be paid to the fa.: 
brique of 111 /' parish of Masca. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the complaints to us made by the Dame de Thiersan, that sCYl'ral inhabitants 
have taken upon themselves to cut wood in her seigniories without her leave, and that 
they are injuring the maple trees by tapping them for making sugar. 

We prohibit all the inhabitants of the said seigniories and of the neighbouring 8ei­
gniories from cutting or taking away any wood within the limits of the said seigniorie~; 
and tapping any maple trees to make sugar, without the leave of the said Dame de 
Thiersan, under a penalty oftwenty lines, in favor of the fabrique of the parish uf 
Masca, to be paid upon the certificate of Father Peter, Recolet, missionary in the 
said parish and of the captain of militia, to whom we look for the due execution of the 
present ordinance, which shall be read and published at the issue of divine service in 
:lLC morni II g in the ordinary manner. 

Thus ordered, kt:. 
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none at Montreal, the nineteenth day of June, one thousand seven huntlrcll 'and 
thirty. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 

rOrdce. of 1730, No. 18, folio 45.) 

Ordillance (l17r!ll'IJI!! Ihl' SiC/lT Jean Louis de Lacarne to lWive the land rf the heirs of 
tJlC lflte Antoine Emery ('lludJre sold to the highest and last bidder, inasmuch as 

they do nat pitt it under cultivation. 

GILLES HOCQV.tRT, &c. 

Upon the representation to us made by Jean Louis de Lacome, knight, seignior of 
C!l:1],tes, knight of the military order of St. Louis, lieutenant of the King and com­
mandant of the VJwn and govemment of Montreal, that in his seigniory of Lacorne, 
there is a fam1 of two aCl'0S in front by thirty in depth, which has been conceded by the 
latC' Antoine de Pecaudy, knight, seignior of Contrecceur, father of Dame Marie de 
I-cc;mdy, ,,·ire of the petitioner, to one Langoumois who has gone to France several 
yt'Jrs back, amI has given the said farm to the late Antoiue Emery Caudere which 
now belongs tl) his c1lildrcn issue of his marriage wi th Marie Devaux, his first wife, and 
of Marianne Faueau his second wife, who, trusting to each ("ther, do not cultivate the 
same and neglect to pay to the petitioner the cens et rentes owing to him, amount· 
ing to the sum of one hundred and five heres one sol, according to the memorandum 
giyen us by the said children and heirs of the sa.id Antoine Emery Caudere, wherefore 
he p;'ays that the same may be looked into, more particularly, as the said farm is not 
de ared and consequently is detrimental to the neighbours; in consequence of which 
the said heirs of the said Caudere appearing before us, being heard and having con­
sented to the sale of the said farm, and everything considered, 

'Ve have ordained and do ordain tll"t the sale of-the said farm shall be advertized 
during three con:;cr'ativc sundays, at the rIo.)r of the parish churches of Cuntrecceur and 
~aint Our~;, as being for sale to the highest and last bidder in presence of the Sieur 
l\Iignac, rector, and Pierre Mesnard, captain of militia in those parts, so that out of the 
price thereof the ~aid Sieur de Lacorne may be paid the sum of one hundred and five 
li orcs and one sol, an-ears of cens et rentes due to him and accrued up to next St. Mar· 
tin's day, and the remainder of the price to be paid by the purchaser to the said cap­
tain of militia, tu be distributed to the widow and heirs of the said SieUT Caudtlre, 
according to the share coming to each, the whole to be done in the presence of the said 
rLctor and captain of militia. 

Done at. ~'iontreal, tlF' tweilticth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty. 

HOCQFART. 
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[.ora.. of 1730, No. 18, Folio 48.1 

Ordinance which, upon th~ clYmplaint of the Dame de Ramezay, prohibits the inhabi~. 
tants of SauTel from sending their grain to be ground elsewhere than at her mill , 
until they shall have waited forty-eight hours at her said mill, under penalty of 
a fine of 10 livres to be paid to the fabrique. 

GILLES Hoc QUART, &c. 

Upon the complaint made to us by the Dame de Ramezay, that some of the inhabi-. 
tants of her seigniory of Saurel do not send, and refuse to send, their grain to her mill, 
although obliged to do so by their deeds, 

Seeing the regulation9 upon that subject, made by the superior council of this country,. 
we prohihit the said inhabitants from carrying their grain to be ground elsewhere than 
at the said mill, under a penalty of a fine of 10 livres to be paid to the fabrique of the 
parish; we only allow them, in case the said mill should not be working and in case 
their grain shall not have been grOlmd within twice twenty-four hours after being 
taken to the said mill, to carry it to such mill as they may think proper. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the twenty-second day of July one thousand seven hundred anJ.. 
thirty. 

(Signed) HOC QUART. 

[OI·d. of 1730, No. 18, Folio 49.] 

Ordinance allo'wing the Sieur Louis Lcpa,ge, of Ste. GZ"ire, scignior of Terreuonllc 
(rCIJ1csentillg the Sieur Dllulier Deslnndes) , to continue his settlements to the 
depth of t1l:0 leagues beyond the depth a/his said seigniory. to tal,-e out timber and 
make such roads as may become necessary for the taking out of the same, 'Icilh 

prohibition to all persOWJ to trouble him. 

CHARLES MARQUIS, &c. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the petition presented to m by the Sieur Louis Lepage, of Ste. Claire, seignior 
of Terrebonne, by which he sets forth that he acquired the said seigniory some yean; 
ago, when it was almost all in forest lands, and that since then he has spent consider-­
able sums which are not yet entirely paid, as well for the clearing of the lands esta­
blished by him and for those that he has had establi~hed throughout tlHl whole of the· 
said seigniory, as for tho grist and saw mills and churchC'~ he has had built, and of which 
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we have a lwrfect knowledge; that the petitioner has .made ~ contract with His Ma­
je"ty to furnitih boards and planks of pi no and oak for ShIpS, whIch contract he has faith­
fu.lly fulfilled up to this time, although at great expense, on account of the roads he was 
obliged to open through, to the very depth of the forests, so as to draw out the wood 
suitable for such boards and planks; that for the purpose of closely following the inten­
tions ofl-lis l\L~jC',;ty, which are that, in this country, his subjects should apply them­
selves to all kinds of work beneficial to the colony, the petitioner has undertaken to 
make pitch and tar which require a great quantity of wood; that the establishments 
opened up to this time, both by himself and his tenants, to whom he has conceded 
everything he possibly conld, have considerably diminished the quantity of timber fit 
for sawing and for other contracts entered into by him, so that in a short time he will 
be unable to meet his engagements. 

\Vberefore, the said petitioner has requested us, if consented to by Ris Majesty, to grant 
him a prolongation of three leagues upon the depth of his seigniory of Terrebonne, by 
the whole front thereof, with the right of building all and such mills as he shall deem 
necessary for the establishment of the place, so as, in some sort, to indemnify him for 
the large amounts laid out by him on his establishments, and to prevent any other 
person from benefitting by the works already begun by him, and which he would not 
dare continue unless under an assurance of not being disturbed. 

We, not regarding the said petition, but (seeing the deed of concession of the said 
scigniory of Terrebonne of two leagues in front on the river Jesus, starting on the 
north side from the boundaries of the farm of La Chenaye, by two leagues in depth,­
the said deed given to the Sieur Daulier Deslandes by the old company, on the 23rd 
of December 1673, to whose rights the said Sieur Lepage has succeeded; and waiting 
the order of His Majesty, and under his good will and pleasure, we have allowed and 
do allow the said petitioner to continue his settlements to the depth of two leagues 
beyond that of his said seigniory, to take out pine and oak timber, and to make such 
roads as may be necestiary for the drawing out of the same, and we prohibit all persons 
from molesting or disturbing him until the wil! ofRis Majesty be known. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, on the twenty-second day of July one thousand seven hundred 
nnll thirty. 

(Signed) ROCQUART. 
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rOrd. of 1730, No. 181 Folio 52.] 

Ordinance which, upon the representation of the Sieur J. Bte. Boucher, seignior of 
Chambly, enjO'ins 39 inhahitants of the said seigniory to reside (tenir feu et lieu) 
upon the lands conceded to them in the said seigniory, and to cultivate them within 
eight months from this day, after 'which time they will be reunited to the domain 
of the said seigniory. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the representation made to us by Jean-Baptiste Boucher, Esquire, seignior 
of Chambly, that he has conceded farms to a number of individuals in his said seig­
niory, within the last four years, upon which farms they do not reside (ne tiennent ni 
feu, ni lieu), and have not made any clearance, contrary to the ordinance of His Ma­
jesty, which, in that case, orders the reWlion of the said farms to the domain of the 
seigniors, upon the certificates of the rectors and captains of militia; also that the 
said inhabitants, for the purpose of avoiding such a reunion, and to discharge them­
selves from paying the cens et 1'entes due to the seigniors, transfer their deeds of con­
cession, or proces-verbaux of the bOWldaries of their farms, to different persons, which 
afterwards causes contestations and prevents the seigniors from knowing their tenants; 
the said Sieur Boucher praying us to provide some remedy. 

In consequence of which and seeing the list of the names of the said persons to the 
number of thirty-nine, to wit: Marianne Le Beau, Lespine, Nicolas Favereau, Michel 
Carbonneau, Andre Languedoc, Joseph Labrie, Etienne Petit, Antoine Roy, Pierre 
Marie, Jean Archambault, Jean L arion , Jean Miette, Andre Archambault, Fran~ois 
Chre~ticn, Pierre Gira, Paul BruneI, Fram;ois Faucion Lespagnol, Pierre Aure, Cou­
sinace, Jean Gibau, Ignace Mathieu, Etienne Lamarche, Rene Lafleur, Latulipe, Louis 
Antoine Languedoc, Louis Languedoc, Fran~ois Languedoc, Jassemin, Jean-Baptiste 
Cousina, Jacques Racicot, Franqois V oye dit Labrie, Pierre Grou, Fran\,ois Serat, 
Antoine Laurion, Rene Laurion, Noel Cousineau, Louis Andre Archambault and 
Demarest, the widow Latulipe, also the certificate of the rector and captain of militia 
of the said place, of the 20th of the present month; that the above named have not 
made any clearance upon the said farms, 

We have ordained and do ordain that all the above named inhabitants shall be bound 
to reside (tenir feu et lieu) upon their farms, and clear them within eight months fi:om 
this day, after which time, upon the certificates ofthe said rector and captain of militia 
of the place, that they have not resided upon them nor made a clearance, we shall pro­
ceed to reWlite the said farms to the domain of the said Sieur Boucher; we prohibit 
the said inhabitants from conceding, exchanging or selling their farms without notify­
ing their seignior, so as to obtain his ratification and avoid all frauds, and the present 
ordinance shall be published in the usual manner during three consecutive sundays. 

TIJUs ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, on the twenty-fourth day of July one thousand seven hundred 
and thirty. 

(Signed) HOCQ.UART. 
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[Ord. from 1730 to 1731, No. 19, Folio ~6.] 

Ordinance condemning, by default, Godin, Lefevre, Fran~ois (md Jean Le Rocher ana' 

Vesincs, inhabitants of Neun"lLc, to carry their grain to be ground to the mills of 

the said seigniory, alld to pay the toll of the grain they may have had grvund 

elsewhere within the last two years, according to estimation, and prohibiting them 

from henceforth carrying their grain to be ground elsewhere, under penalty of a 

fine 0/ ten livres and paying toll (droit de mouture) upon such grain. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by one Savarit, an inhabitant of Pointe-aux' 

Trembles, proprietor of the wind and water mills in the seigniory of Neuville, sold 

to him with the right of banalite by the Abbe de Lotbiniere, acting as well for himself 

as for his cn-heirs, by deed before Du Breuil, royal notary, in the prevute of this 

town, the 29 June 1720, praying us to allow the petitioner to bring before us certain 

persons named Godin, Lefevre, Fran~ois and Jean Le Rocher and Vezines, to explain 

their reasons for not bringing their grain to be ground at the mills of the petitioner, 

although they are bound to do so, instead of going to that of the Sieur Dauteuil, and 

to hayo them condemned. to pay to the petitioner toll upon the grain they may have 

carried to the said mill within the last two years, with prohibition to them, and to all 

others of the said seigniory, to carry their grain to be ground. elsewhere than at the 

mills of the petitioner, and condemn them to the customary fine and to all costs, da­

mages and interests; 

Our ordinance of the 18th of the present month, ordering the parties to be sum· 

moned before us on the wednesday next ensuing, at nine of the clock in the forenoon, 

being at the bottom of the said petition, the said ordinance to be served by the fin;t 

officer of the place, without costs; 

The notice thereof given by Jean Baril, on the 19th of the same month, to the 

per&ons named in the said petition, and as none of them have appeared on the day and 

hour indicated, the said Savarit requested us to note the default and to adjudicate ill 

his fwor upon the demand; 

Seeing which, we have noted the default of the ,~aid Godin, Lefevre, Fran90is and 

J ~un ~e ~ocher and Ve"iues tn appear, and we have condemned them to pay him, the 

sa:d Sava1:t, toll upon all the grain they shall have had ground ebewhere than at Ilis 

mIll.;, Jm:mg th~ ~~st two yean;, according to the estimation to be made by the rector 

an.a c~ptal1l of mlht1U of the place, forbidding them,and all other inhabitants of the said 

se:gnlOry, f1'o:ll he~~efo1'th carrying their grain to be ground elsewhere than to the 

n1llls of the smd pf~tlOner, under pC'nalty of paying the same dues as those they ,,"oulIi 

lJC bound to a . f l' 1 d' d I 
P Y 1 ney 1U 1t groun t l(,1'e, and. also of paying a fine of 10 lin"es. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the t ddT' 
1 I d 

\wnty-secon ay of November one thousand seyen 
lune re and thirty. 

(Signed) lIOCQUART. 
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tord. from 1740 to 1731, No. 19, Folio 11.] 

rordinance allowing the inhabitants 0/ St. -Michel de la Durantaye, to build a mill to 
grind tlteir grain, in difault 0/ the sieur Dauteuil, agent 0/ tIle seignwr 0/ tl.e said 
place, immediately making tlte neccssary repairs to tlte old mill. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us, by Louis Marie Fortin, Ignace Chamberhn and 
Gabriel Lacroix, acting both for themselves and for the other inhabitants of the fief de 
la Durantaye, parish of St. Michel, praying, for the reasons therein set forth, that ,,-e 
should be pleased to call before us the sieur Dauteuil, whom they now understand to 
be agent of the heirs of the late sieur and dame de la Durantaye, for the transaction 
of all the business they may have in this country, concerning their lands and property, 
that 11e may be held, in his said quality, to have a mill built to grind their grain, at the 
bottom of which petition is an ordinance of the 24th January last, ordering the same 
to be communicated to the said sieur Dauteuil, in his said capacity, so that he may give 
an answer in writing, within the shortest possible time. 

The statement of the said sieur Dauteuil of the said 2-1th January, by which he of­
fers to have the mill repaired by next spring, if we will authorize him to do it, and his 
request to -us, to summon before us the sieur Gachet, for the purpo~e of condemning him 
to return the sums he has received for rcns et rentcs due on h:;t St. Martin's day, and 
even the lods et ventes he may have received since the nolir'c given him of the new 
power of attorney to the said sieur Dauteuil, which cancelkLl that of the said Ga-' 
chet, for the purpose of being applied to the repairs of the said mill, which repairs the 
petitioner will have done without prejudice to the account tu be rendered him by Ga­
ehet, of his administration during the time his power of attorney was valid, 

And after having heard the said Gachet, who acknowledges the validity of the power 
of attorney of the :;ieur Dauteuil, and that his own powers have cea3Gd from the day of 
the signification of the same, 

Seeing the said power of attorney to the sieur Dauteuil, l11adG at ::\ centes, the :2ht 
M~y 1720; by dame Franc;oise Genevieve Morel, widow of the siem LOllis de Cada­
van, as well in her own name, as acting for Ch~rles Alexandre r,lorcl de la Chau ,sl;e, 
and Fra<;ois 1VIo,el, her brothers, all children and heirs of the late E,il'Ul' and (bme de la 
Durantaye, and which power of attorney revokes the one they had giyen to the said 
sieur Gachet, and the whole being considered, 

We do ordain that in conformity with his offers, the sienr Dauteuil, in his said qua­
lity, shall immediately repair the mill de la Durantaye, and in default on his pm't, we 
do allow the ~aid inhabitants to build one at their own expew,~', upon the conditions 
~t;ltcd in tho decree of the king's council of 8t[1te, of the LIth J:me IGSG, ellrcgistercd 
ut the superior council of this country the 81th October ful!owillS; UIHl as to tho ether 
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(lemands of the said sieur DauteuiI., we have sent the parties before the ordinary 

judges. 

Thu(ordered, &c. 

r Done at Quebec, the eighteenth day of February, one thousand seven hundred and 

thirty-one. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 

[OrJ. from 1730 to 1731, No. 19, Folio 58.] 

OrdiJlrl 1/1 'I' condemning tl.e inlwbitants qf Port-Joly, to pay the arrear~ qf cens e.t Tentet 
since 1725 alld a capon, in kind or ~n money, according to the clwlee if tlte S1CUT De 
Gaspe, scignior if tlte said Port-Joly,fOT eacl. acre, according to their location tickets 
or deeds if concession, and ordaining that all the inlwbitants wlw have no deeds, altall 
be !Jonna to obtain suclt deeds andfurnish copies to tl.e seignior. 

G'ILLES HOCQ.UART, &c. 

Between Fran<;ois Duval dit Dupont Lot, as well in his own name as for fout of his 
children, Fran<;:ois Pierre Jean, Pierre Chouinalt, another Pierre Chounart, his bro· 
ther, the widow Chouinart, the widow Leclerc, Etienne Leclerc, Pierre Fortin, Louis 
Martin, Eustache Chouinart, Fran~ois Durand, Joseph Fortin, all inhabitants of Port 
Joly, plaintiffs and defendants, appearing by Augustin Duval, Pierre Chouinalt, the 
younger, the wife of Jean Belanger, Joseph Fortin and Eustacho Chouinart, of the one 
part ; 

And Pierre Aubelt de Gaspe, seignior of Port Joly aforesaid, defendant and plain­
tin: of the other part. 

After it had been statecl by the said inhabitants that they ought only to be held to 
pay their ems ct rentes, to the said sieur cle C-!-Cl'pe, from the day upon which their lalld~ 
\\'ere mete,l and bounded, in compliance with an article of a by-law of the superior 
('ounell, au extract of which they submitted to us, signed by the sieur Daine, chici' 
clerk of the said council, and that with respect to the capon, payable upon eaeh arpent 
in front, it ought to be paid in kind and not in money, praying we may be pleased to 
give our order to that effect. 

And after it had been, by the sieur de Gaspe answered that the said inhabitants hav­
ing ~eaceably enjoyed their lands before the same were meted and bounded, the pre 
tensIon to be dispellsecl from the payment of the arrears of eens et rcntes due by them 
wa~ unfounded; that they could not deny that he had caused their lands to be bound­
ed, lU .17:2.:;, and that the by-law of the council by them mentioned, only meant that the 
,"Iglllors cou],luClt cl)mpel their tenant& to pay their cens et rcnte,Y until such time ~8 
they sh'l,ll,j h:.lYl; cau,ed their lands to he bounded; and that the said council had by 
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no meana declared grantees of lands free from the payment of the arrears of cens et 

,'entes, up to the time that the boundaries should be given; that with respect to the ca­
pon due upon each arpent in front, the said de Gaspe was entitled under the terms of 
all the deeds of concession and location tickets which he had given to the said inhabi­
tants. to take the said capon either in kind or in money at his option, which appeared 
to us upon reading the said deeds and location tickets, which were here exhibited to 
us, as well by the said de Gaspe as by the petitioners. 

The said defendant further requiring that such of his said inhabitants who have not 
as yet furnished him with the titles of their lands, as they are obliged to do, shall be 
forthwith held to do so, and that they may also be ordered to reside upon their lands, 
within such delay as we may be pleased to fix, and in default of such residence, and 
after the expiration of such delay as aforesaid, that the lands of those who may ue 
such defaulters, be re-united to the domain of the said sieur de Gaspe, conformably to 
the decree of His Majesty's council of the 6th July 1711. 

That moreover, the said sieur de Gaspe is willing to procure the attendance of a sur­
veyor upon the spot, to draw the latteral lines of each of the said inhabitants, if they 
are not satisfied with the lines and boundaries he has caused to be drawn at the time of 
the survey of each land, provided it be at their own costs and charges, according to 
the regulations of the council. 

And having heard the parties, and having seen the deeds and promi:<es of conces­
sion, together with an abstract of the said regulation of the council, elated the 11th 
May 1676, and upon the whole maturely deliberated: 

'Ve have ordained, and we do hereby ordain, that the said inhabitants shall be bound 
to pay to the said sieur de Gaspe, all the arrears of cel1s et rentes which haye become 
due since the date of their promises and deeds of concession until this day, inasmuch 
as their lands have had boundaries since 1725, and that they have no reason to refuse 
to pay for the same; and also, inasmuch as they are not exempted from doing so by the 
decree of the superior council. And as to the capon which they are bound to pay for 
each arpent, we do ordain that the said inhallit:mt.o shall pay the same or its value in 
money, at the option of the said sieur de Gaspe, conformably with their promises and 
deeds of concession, to wit :-at the rate of fifteen sols for all the promises or deeds 
anterior to 1717, with a reduction of one fourth, according to the terms of the decla­
ration of the king of 1730, and at the rate of twenty sols for the bnds acquired since 
1717; and adjudicating upon the demands of the sieur de Ga,,:)e, we do hereby or­
dain that all the inhabitants who have no deeds, shall be bound, at once, to execute the 
same in his favor; and moreover that they shall reside upon their lands within a year 
and a day, as it is ordered by the decree of the King's council above mentioned; and in 
Qrder that they may comply with the said decree, wt, are willing to grant them a new 
delay, which will run from the day of publication of these presents till next year, 
which delay having expired, we will declare that the lands of those who shall not then re­
side upon the same, be re-united to the domain of the said sieur de Gaspe, to whom we 
haye granted acte'of his offers to have the lateral lines of each inhabitant drawn, when 

x 
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T<'fluired, at their own costs and charges; und this ordinance shall be read and publish. 

ed in the usual manner. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, this 21st February 1731. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 

[Ordce. of1730 to 1731, No. 19, folio 62.] 

Ordiu(lllce u'hich reunites to the domain of the Sr. de Rigauville, seignior of Bellechasse, 
the lands (1 several inhaiJitants,jol' having neglected to reside upon the lands om­
ceded to them, within the time prescribed by the ordinance which had granted them 
a delay oj nine l1wnths to do so. 

GILLES HocQUART, &c. 

Having seen the decree of the King's Council, dated the 6th July 1711, by which 
His Majesty has ordered that, in default of the inhabitants of New France improving 
their lands and residing upon the same within one year after they shall have obtained 
the concession thereof, they shall be di vested of their right of property, and such lands 
shall be reunited to the domain of the seigniory by the intendants, upon the certificate 
of the rectors and captains of militia, establishing that such inhabitants have allowed 
more than a year to elapse, without improving the said lands, and residing thereupon; 
our ordinance of the 20th January 1730 by which, notwithstanding the complaint of the 
said Sieur Nicolas Blaise de Rig-auville, Esquire, Seignior of Bellechasse, lieutenant of 
the troops and assistant major of the town and government of Quebec, now command­
ing in the name of the King at Niagara, that several individuals to whom he had con­
ceded lands in his seigniory since a number of years, did not reside thereupon, and 
had not improved the same, we were willing however to grant them a new delay of nine 
months that they might comply with the said decree of the King's Council, under the 
penalties therein mentioned; the publication and notification of our said ordinance, 
made at the church door of the church of Bellechasse after divine service in the 
forenoon, the 22nd february 1730, by Michon, bailiff; and upon what has been again 
represented to us that Timothe Pare, Prisque Poulin, Joseph Beausoleil, the widow 
Fortin, Jean Mercier dit Ie Frise, the widow Guegnard, Joseph Lessard, the heirs of 
the Sieur Chabot, priest, Charlotte Emon, Lemarie and Guillaume LeRoy, who possess 
lands in the said seig.uiory have taken no steps during the delay so granted to them to 
improve their lands, and to reside thereupon; as it appears by the certificates of the 
Sieur Grenet, rector, and of the Sieur Lemieux, captain of militia of the said seigniory, 
dated the 20th January last, produced before us by Mde. de Rigauville, acting in the 
name ?f her husband in virtue of a power of attorney; having also seen the petition of 
the saId Mdc. de Rigauville, by which she requires that, inasmuch as the said delay by 
us granted to the said inhabitants has expired, we may be pleased to reunite the said 
lands to the d . f h 'd" d l' omam 0 t e sal 881gnlOry, and having upon the whole maturaly e 1-
berated. 
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We, in virtue of the powers unto U5 granted by His Majesty, and in execution of 
the said decree of the King's Council, have declared and do hereby declare all the 
above named inhabitants divested of their right of property in the lands conceded to 
them as aforesaid, and situated in the said seigniory of Belle chasse, as having neglected 
to reside thereupon and to improve the same within the period assigned for that pur­
pose, and we do hereby reunite the said lands to the domain of the said Sieur de Rigau­
ville; and this ordinance shall be read, published and posted up at the church door 
of the church of the said seigniory after divine service of the forenoon, that the inha­
bitants therein named may not be ignorant of its contents. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twenty-fifth February, one thousand seven hundred and thirty­
one. 

Signed, HOC QUART. 

[Ordce. of 1730 to 1731, No. 19, folio 70.] 

Ordinance prohibiting all persons from shooting upon the Islands callcel Isles aux 
Oies, alta; Grues, au Canot, Ste. Marguerite and Grosse-Isle, on pain of a fine 
qf 10 livres and qf confiscation qf their arms and calwcs to the profit rif the Sieltl" 
de Tonville, seignior rif the said island. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the complaint made us by the Sieur de Tonville, assistant major of the 
troops, seignior of Isles-aux-Oies, aux-Grues, au Canot, Ste. Marguerite and Grosse­
Isle, that several inhabitants, as well of this city as of the said islands and neighbor­
ing parishes, take the liberty of shooting upon the said islands, although the seignior 
alone has that privilege by his titles; to all which he has requested a remedy: 

We do hereby expressly prohibit any persons to shoot within the extent of the said 
islands and Seigniories, under any pretext whatever, without the permission of the Sr. 
de Tonville, under pain of a fine of 10 livres against the contravening parties and con­
fiscation of their arms and canoes for the profit of the seignior.-And the present 
ordinance shall be read, published and posted in the usual manner. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twentieth day of March, one thousand seyen hundred and 
thirty -one. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 
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[Ordce. of 1731, No. 19, folio 123.] 

Ordinance prohibitilzg any person from shooting and fishing upon the prcperly of the 
Sicar de Senilcvillc in the island called St. Paul, under a penalty of 10 ns. 
payable to the General Hospital of ]Jllontreal, and on pain of confiscation if their 
arms and fishing tackle to the profit of the said Sieur de Senneville. 

GILLES HocQUART, &c. 

Upon what has been represented to us by the Sr. Jacques LeBert, Esquire, Sieurde 
Senneville, captain ofa company of marines in this country, seignior of the greater 
part of the Island called St. Paul, near Montreal, that a number of persons of the neig. 
borhood take the liberty of bhooting upon the land of the petioner, and of fishing upon 
the beache'i of the said i3land, to the prejudice of the petitioner, whose crops are 
trc,dden down, whose trees are stripped of their fruit by the sportsmen, and whose 
timber is exposed to be burnt by the fishermen, independently of the risk of his buildings 
being destroyed by fire by the negligence of such sportsmen, as has already happened, 
requesting us that inasmuch as, by the deed of concession of the said island and sci· 
gniory, the right of shooting and fi~hing is granted to him by His Majesty, we may be 
pleased to prohibit any person from disturbing him in the enjoyment thereof; where­
fore considering the complaint aforesaid and having seen the ordinances of our prede. 
cessors on similar complaints,-

We do hereby expressly prohibit any person from shooting or fishing in the extent 
of the property of the said Sieur de Senneville, situated in the Island called St. Paul, 
on pain of 10 liVJ'es fine, payable to the General Hospital of Montreal, and of confisca· 
tion of their arms and fishing tackle, to the profit of the said Sieur de Senneville; 

And this ordinance shall be published wherever it may be necessary. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 6th July 1731. 

Signed, HOC QUART. 

[Ordce. of 1730 to 1731, No. 19, folio 131.] 

Judgme~t ~1"~nting a certain right of fishing to the Widow Vaclwn, pTO'/Jided it be not 
p re7udzaal t~ the seignior, and condemning her to pay two thirds of the expenses, 
and Noel Giroux to pay the other third. 

GILLES Hoc QUART, &c. 

Having heard th . h 
'h 'h . e partIes, we ave ordered and declared that the said Widow Va-
L on ~ all enJoy th . h ffi h' . 

e ng to s mg m front of her land, but only between two parallel 
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lines, running north east and south west, one of which lines is marked A. B. on the 
annexed plan, without however causing any prejudice to the rights of the seignior, in 
case that by the deeds of concession, which have not been produced before us, the said 
parties have not the right of fishing. 

We do further condemn the said Widow Vachon to paid two thirds of the expenses 
and Noel Giroux tue other third, taxed against the latter at three livres, six sols, and 
eight denie1's, and at six livres thirteen sols and four deniers against the Widow. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twenty-ninth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-one. 

Signed, 

True copy, 

HOCQUART. 

HOCQUART. 

[Ordce. of 1730, to 1731, No. 19, folio 151.] 

Perm~ssion granted to the Sieurs LePage and DeBleury to cause to be cnt down upon 
several seigni01'ies 2000 cubic feet if oak timber to build a ship if 500 tons for the 
King's service. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Permission is given to the Sieur LePage to cause to be cut down in the seigniories of 
Berthier and Dautray 2000 cubic feet of oak timber, according to the specifications and 
models we have caused to be given, to build a ship of 500 tons which the King wishes 
to be constructed in Quebec, which said timber shan be conveyed in rafts in the River 
St. Charles, in front of the Palace of this city, to be Ieceived and inspected in the 
usual manner. 

This permission is granted conformably with the reservation of such timber, for the 
uses of His Majesty, on the lands and seigniories of this colony; 

We do hereby request and order the captains and other officers of the p1ace, and an 
others it may conqern, to help and assist, if necessary, the said Sieur LePage in the 
cutting of the said timber, on his paying a reasonable salary to those he may employ. 

Done at Quebec, the 5th October 1731. 

Nota-Similar permission has also been given to the Sr. DeBleury in the seigniory 
of Chambly, and in the rear of the seigniory of Longueuil, adjoining the said seigniory 
ofChambly, and also along the River Sorel, on each side thereof, for a space of three 
leagues from the seigniory ofChambly, down the said River Chambly. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 
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[Ord. of 173~, No. 20, Folio 33.] 

Ordinance which, maintains the Sieur de St. Fran~ois in the enJoyment of the right, 
granted to him and his predecessors, by deeds dated the 20t~~ Apri: 1?62 an~ 28tll 
October 1678, and which prohibits any person from fishzng wzthzn the lzmlls oj 
his lands, islands and beaches, the islands called Isles Percees, and those in tlw 
chanel called Chenal du Moine, &'c., on pain of 10 livres fine agaznst the eantra­
vening parties, and of conjiscation of their nets, canoes and other fishing imple. 
ments. 

GILLES HOCQU,UlT, &c. 

Between Claude Pinard, captain, and Jacques Gamelin, lieutenant of militia, of 
St. Fran~ois du Lac, together with Pierre Abraham, Louis Pinard, Veronneau, the 
elder, La Boterie, Guillaume Cartier, Eustache Gamelin and Veronneau, the younger, 
all inhabitants of St. Fran«;:ois aforesaid, plaintiffs, of the one part; 

And the Sieur Joseph Crevier, as well in his own name as in the name of his co­
heirs, proprietors of the fief and seigniory of St. Fran«;ois, defendants,of the other part. 

Having seen the petition presented to us by the said officers of militia and inhabi· 
tants above named, in which they state that the said Sieur de St. Fran\'ois has prohi, 
bited them, since the fall of 1730, from fishing as they were in the habit of doing since 
40 years and upwards, in lake St. Peter; that he has leased the right of fishing in a 
portion of the said lake to one single individual, which they pretend not to be within his 
domain, to the prejudice of the other inhabitants of the said seigniory, who used to 
support their families by their fishing; that the said SieUT de St. Fran~ois has founded 
his pretensions in that respect upon an ordinance of the late Mr. Demeule, intendant 
in this country, dated 1st August 1683, prohibiting every person of whatsoever rank 
and quality from fishing and shooting in the river St. Fran~ois and within the depen­
dencies of the said seigniory, under the penalties therein mentioned; the said inhabi­
tants stating moreover that the said seignior has no right to prevent them from fishing on 
the spot in question, which is the uppermost portion of the lake, on the south side, where 
the rivers of St. Franyois d'Yamaska and of the Chenal du Moine empty themselves. 

The said petition having for its object, for the reasons therein contained, that we 
may be pleased to restore to the said inhabitants the right of fishing in the said lake, 
a~d n,amely in that portion thereof above described, without it be in the power of the 
sCl~or~ of St. Franyois and Yamaska to prevent them from doing 80, nor without 
the~r bemg obliged to demand the permission of the said seigniors or to pay any rent, 
whlCh the said seigniors, for several years, have exacted.-The conclusions of the Baie 
petition based upon four different grounds: 

. The first ground being that the ordinance of Mr. Demeule never concemed the inha 
hltants of St F . b I h . . ranyOls, ut on y t ose of Three RIVers and others, who used to come tl 
fish and shoot nea th 'd f I I'" d . h' 
'J territ . r e reSI ~nce 0 t 1e ate Sleur CreYler, the: fil'St oeignior, an WIt 11 

Oly undoubtedly formmg part of his seigniory j 
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The second is that the fishing ground wherein the said Sieur Crevier pretends now 
to prevent them from fishing is not within his domain, it being beyond the fourth of a 
league granted to him by the King in the river St. Lawrence; but that it belongs to 
the King who is willing to leave it free to every one of his subjects for their mainte­
nance, and that, in lieu of one fourth ofa league, the said Sieur de St. Fran~ois enjoys 
more than five leagues; 

The third is that even if this spot is within the domain of the seigniory of St. Fran<;ois, 
the seigniors could not interdict the fishing to those inhabitants who are willing to pay 
a certain duty; 

Lastly, that they' are sufficiently burthened with a heavy rent for a common which 
is overflown almost every year until mid-summer, and which causes them such injury 
by the overflowing of the water which prevents the sowing of lands in the spring, that 
it is but just they shonld be indemnified for these disadvantages by the right of fishing, 
which they have enjoyed until now. 

The said petition signed by the above named inhabitants of St. Franc;ois, the 22nd 
April 1731. 

At the bottom of which petltlOn is our ordinance dated the 5th May of the year 
aforesaid, ordering that communication should be given of its contents to the parties 
interested, to be heard before us the 25th June next, and service thereof made to the 
said Sieur de St. Franyois the 25th May 1731, by De la Fosse, a bailiff, together 
with a summons to appear before us the 25th June. 

The written defence made in answer to the said petition by the said Sieur Joseph 
Crevier, in his quality aforesaid, founded upon two different grounds: 

The first, that the proprietors of the fief and seigniory of St. Franc;ois have a right 
of fishing within the limits of their seigniory, to establish which fact they have pro­
duced the following titles, to wit: 

The title of the said seigniory granted by the late Mr. de Lauzon, councillor of state, to 
the late Sieur Boucher de Gros-Bois, as having the tutorship of his grand children, the 
said title dated the 20th April 1662 ; in whose rights the grandfather of the said Sieur 
de St. Franc;ois stood, and by which title, was granted to the said Sieur Boucher, the 
river St. Fran~ois and all that portion along the St. Lawrence, half way to the mouth 
of the river called Riviere des Iroquois, which empties itself in the St. Lawrence, and 
one league in depth in the seigniory of La Cytiere, belonging to the said children, in 
New France, together with the islands and beaches opposite the said seiguiory, with 
the right of fishing within the limits of the said grant, to the distance of a quarter of 
league in the river St. Lawrence, between the said islands and the main land; 

The ordinance from Mr. Duchesneau of the month of September 1677, by which 
all persons are prohibited from shooting upon the lands of the said seigniory of St. 
Franyois, and from fishing in that part of the river of that name, which belongs to the 
said Sieur Jean Crevier, being two leagues in front and one quarter of a league in the 
river St. Lawrence, on pain of 100 livres fine, etc.; 
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Two tilks written on parchment, of the 8th und 10th October 1678, by which 
Messrs. Le comte de Frontenac, goYel'nor general, and Duchesneau, intendant, have 
grantecl to the late Sieur Crevier, the grandfather of the defendant, an augmentation 
ofland of one league in depth along the river St. Fran9ois, together with the islands 
opposite the same, and one league in front on the north side of the said river, to run 
from the extremity of the land of M1'. de la Lussaudiere, and also the lands which lie 
on the south side of the said river, (0 run from his seigniory of St. Fran9ois. until it 
reaches the property of the Sieur de la Valliere, to enjoy the same together "ith the 
1 ight of admini"tering justice (haute, ?n01jeilllc c! bassc justice), right of shooting and 
fishing within the limits of the said grant; 

The patents of confirmation of His J\L~jesty in favor of the said defendant for the 
said concessions, dated the 23rd May 1701, by whicll the right of shooting and fishing 
is also granted in conformity with the said deeds of concession. 

The second ground alleged by the Sieur de St. Fran~ois in his defence is that the 
plflce wherein the said inhabitants pretend to have the right of fishing, is comprised in 
his title and belongs to him. 

To prove this fact he alleges that the predcressors of the said inhabitant~ were well 
aware of the situation of the place, and well knew that the river St. Fran<,:ois is about 
the extremity oflake St. Peter, that there are beaches or battures between the islands, 
and there are also bays and a great number of islands formed by channels, the most con· 
siderable of which is what may properly be called the St. Lawrence and is known under 
the name of "Chenal des_Barques," and from this the said Sieur de St. Fran~ois 
argues that the plaintiff~ have no right to contend for the right of fishing within the 
limits in question, inasmuch as by the title granted to him by Mr. de Lauzon, bearing 
date the 20th April 1662, the right offishing is given to him to be exercised upon the 
beaches and battu1'es to one quarter of a league in the St. Lawrence, and that those 
battlt1"eS extend to the Chenal des Barques, which is in fact the St. Lawrence, which 
extent of ground, in summer, is left dry and can be crossed on foot. 

And the said Sieur de St. Fran~ois further alleges that, if the entry of the oays of 
St. Fran90is and Yamaska is between the river St. Fran90is and the river Yamaska 
and the channel called "Chenal Lemoine," it cannot be contended that this portion oj 
tenitory is not within the limits of the seigniory of the river St. Fran9ois, and to 
establish this fact, he produces two letters, to wit: 

The proce,8-1.:erbal written on parchemcnt, made by Mr. Duchesneau, intendant, thl 
28th October 1678, of the admission to fealty and homage of the late Sieur Crevier 
grandfather of the defendant, and in which is comprised the ordinance of the said Sicu 
Duche.sne~u, ordering t~at the said Sieur Crevier, his heirs and assigns, shall enjo: 
the SUlll nvcr St. Fran~ols from the cha=el called" Chenal Tardif" to the river 1a 
mask~, otherwise caned "Rivi.ere des Savanes," with the islands opposite the Chena 
Lemome and those caned" Isles Percees," in the place granted to him by the sail 
Comte de Frontenac and Mr. Duchesneau, together with the right of fishing within th 
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limits thereof to the distance of one quarter of a league in the river St. Lawrence, 
between the islands aud the mainland. 

The other document produced by the said Sieur de St. Fran<;ois is an ordinance of 
Mr. Demeule, intendant, successor to Mr. Duchesneau, dated the last day of August 
1683, and rendered upon the complaint of the late Sieur Crevier, grandfather of the 
defendant, by which all persons are prohibited from shooting upon the lands of the said 
seigniory and from fishing within the territory which is laying from the Chenal Tardif 
to the l.1.ver Yamaska, otherwise called " Riviere des Savanes, Isles Percees," and 
those in the channel called" Chenal Lemoine," under a penalty, against the offenders, 
of a fine of 100 livres and the confiscation of their arms, nets and canoes. 

And the defendant, in answer to that portion of the plaintiffs' petition concerning 
the amount claimed by him from his inhabitants for leave to fish within the limits of 
his concession, observed that they were compelled to admit that the highest charge 
made by him, up to this day, was only six livres a year, which is a very moderate 
price, but which most of the inhabitans have nevertheless refused to pay, pretending 
that such leave ought to be granted them free of charge, and this had obliged the said 
Sieur de St. Franc:;ois, for the purpose of preserving his rights, of letting the whole 
fishery to one individual. 

For all the reasons above stated, the defendant prayed for the dismissal of the con­
clusion of the plaintiff,;' petition, and that we should maintain the defendant and his 
co-heirs in the possession and enjoyment of the said right of fishing, throughout the 
whole extent of their concessions to which that part of the lake claimed by the inha­
bitants belongs, according to their said titles and to the confirmation thereof granted 
them by His Majesty the 23rd May 1701; and that we should order the judgements 
given by our predecessors, in relation to the said right of fishing and hunting to be put 
in execution under the penalties therein mentioned, and also that the plaintiffs be con­
demned to pay the costs of the action and the travelling expenses of the defendant. 

After which defence and conclusions, the said Sieur de St. Frun<;ois having become, 
in his said quality, incidental plaintiff, prayed that the said inhabitants should be held 
to give the day's work they had been condemned to give by the ordinances of Messrs. 
Demeule awl de Champigny, dated the 3rd IVlay 1685 and 8th November 1688, to 
put the common in good order, and make a clearing round the mill of the 
seigniory; 

And seeing all the above mentioned titles and papers, and the plans of the places 
in question, given us by each party, and, for the purpose of coming to a clearer under­
standing, having prayed of Monsieur de Becancourt, governor of Three Rivers, to go 
upon the ground and ascertain if the lake above designated, in which the plaintiffs 
contest the right of their seigniors to fish, is really within the limits of the concessions_ 
made to the ancestors of the defendant, as he pretends it is, and for that purpose having 
sent to the said Sieur de B6cancourt the petitions, titles and papers of the parties, 
authorizing him to obtain the assist,mce of a surveyor, if necessary; 

y 
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Seeing the proces-verbal of Antoine Le PelM dit Desm~re~s, 8';0~ surveyor chosen 
by the said Sieur de Becancourt for the purpose of verIfYing, III hIS presence and in 
that of the parties, the said proces-verbal, dated the 17th August 1731, which states, 
amonO" other things, that from the end of L'Isle awe Coclwns as far as some reeds which 
appea~ to form a bank, there are about 30 acres, the said proces-verbal signed by us 
ne varietur; seeing also the opinion of Mr_ de Becancourt, governor of Three Rivers, 

who went upon the spot; 

The parties on both sides being heard, and everything considered: 

We have maintained the said Sieur de St. Fran<;ois, in his quality aforesaid, in the 
enjoyment of the right of fishing granted to him and to h!s ancestors by his titles of the 
20th April 1662 and 28th October 1678. 

Having done which, we prohibit the said inhabitants and all others from fishing 
within the limits of the said concessions, iles, islets, batturcs, Isles Percees and those 
of the Chenal du Moine, as above mentioned and described, and within the limits of 
a quarter of a league granted to the seignior of St. Fran<;ois, according to the said titles, 
which state that the said quarter of a league sh~l1 begin at the end of the said battul'e3, 
iles and islets, and run towards land, the whole under the penalty of a fine of 100 livres 
against the offenders, and the confiscation of the nets, implements, canoes and fishing 
utensils belonging to them. 

The said inhabitants shall however be at liberty to fish in the water beyond the said 
above mentioned [luarter of a league, commencing at the most southerly out let oftha 
river St. Fran<;ois and going towards the Chenal Tardif, and in the river St. Lawrence 
beyond the said b(lttl'1'es, isles and islets above mentioned, without however making a 
prEtext thereof to trouble or disturb the said Sieur de St. Fran<;ois in the fisheries he 
may establish in the places we have declared to belong to him; 

. And as to the in~idental demand of the said Sieur de St. Fran~ois to have the inha­
bItants bound to gtve the corvees and dicQuvcrts upon the common, we shall withoId 
giving judgement until he has proved the titles upon which he rests his demand. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-seventh day of March one thousand seven hundred 
and thirty-two. 

(Signed) HOC QUART. 
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lOrd. of 1733, No. 21, Folio 32.) 

Ordinance which cstabli,vhes the limits if the right 0/ fishing if tlte sieur Ore-vier, Sf!zgo 

nior if St. FranfOis, and to7tich gives permission to !tis inhabitants to agree witk 
himfor an annual rentfor the pri'vilege if .fiskins within the s'liJ limits. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the contestation again arising between Claude Pinard, captain, and Jacques 
Joseph Gamelin, lieutenant in the militia of the river St. Fran~oi8, acting both for 
themselves and for the other inhabitants of the said river; and the sieur Frangois Cre­
vier, seignior of the said place, concerning the execution of our ordinance of the 27th 
March 1732, which settles the right both of the sieur de ,St. Fran<;ois and of the inha­
bitants, in relation to the fishing at that place. 

The parties having appeared before us this day, and after coming to a conclusion 
as to the execution of our ordinance, and the said Pinard and Gamelin, acting as afore­
said, having complained that the sieur de St. F.ranc;ois had changed the disposition of 
our ordinance, first, by not commencing the boundary at the Pointe des battures; se­
condly by starting from any point of the compass he pleased, and then changing it at 
his will, without observing any line; thirdly, in not having put up a permanent boun­
dary, as he should have done, and that the said sieur de St. Franr;ois wishes to take 
away one of the foUl' outlets of the river St. Frangois, and particular! y the most south­
ernlyone. 

In answer to which, the sieur de St. Frangois exhibited to us a procGs-verbaL of 
measurement made by the sieur Desmarc.t3, sworn surveyor, dated the ninth Decem­
ber last, by which the limits of the fishery granted to the said sieur de St. Franr;ois. 
are marked out in conformity with our ordinance, in presence of' the parties or after 
due notice given. 

We have homologated the said proces-verbal, and haye signed it, nc varietllr, so as to 
give it full force and entire execution, and the said sieur de St. FralJ\'oi" shall be bound 
to place and maintain posts and pickets along the said limits, and for the explanation, 
as far as necessary, of our ordinance of the 27th March 1732, we order that the most 
Bouthernlyoutlet of the river St. Franqois is the nearest to the Bay St. Fnmc;ois, and 
our said ordinance of the 27th March 1732 shall be executed according to its tenor 
and effect, withoutwhich the said inha1it<1nt3 would rather settle amicably with the said 
Sieur de St. Frangois, for an annual sum or by paying according to the quantity of fish 
taken, so as to have full liberty of fishing in all the places conceded to or belonging to 
the said sieur de St. Franr;ois. 

Done at Q.uebec, the 10th March 1733. 

(Sig-ncd) HOCQ.UART. 
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[Ord. of 1733, No. 21, Folio 43.J 

Ordinallf'c enjoining tlu; sicur Savarit to place a regular miller in his mill, to keep 8cales 
and stamped wcigltts therein, and allowing tlw inhabitants to carry their grain to be 
ground elsewhere, qfter leaving it at tke said millfor twice twentyj'our kours, O/C, 

GILL ES HOCQUART, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us, by Pierre Savarit, inhabitant of Pointe-aux· 
Trembles and proprietor of the banal mill, worked by wind and water, situate in the 
seignioryof Neuville, stating that he had heretofore presented us a petition to be al· 
lowed to bring before us certain persons, named Godin, Lefevre, Fran~ois and Jean 
Le Rocher and \T ezina, that they might give 'their reasons for not bringing their grain 
to be ground at the mill of the petitioner, although obliged so to Jo; that the above 
named not appearing to answer our order at the bottom of the said petition and of 
which they had received notice, we have allowed default to be recorded on the 22nd 
November 1730 and condemned them to pay the petitioner the toll, moulure, of all the 
grain they have caused to be ground elsewhere than at his mills for about two years 
last past, with prohibition to them and all others, inhabitants of the said seig­
niory to go elsewhere than to the mills of the petitioner, under pain of paying 
the same toll and also a fine of ten lil'res, which condemnation the said Godin 
and Lefevre had not satisfied, although the other three have; that since the said 
condemnation, the other inhabitants, far from fulfilling their duty, do more than 
ever carry their grain to other mills, and among the number are Fran<;ois Pel· 
letier, Pierre L auri au, the younger, and Joseph Pluchon, the petitioner pray­
ing, inasmuch as he pays every year a rent of one hundred and eighty bushels 
of wheat, has a large family dependant upon him, and for the other reasons 
stated in his said petition, that we may be pleased to order the said Godin and Lefe­
vre to pay the toll of the grain they have had ground elsewhere than at his mill, and 
to a fine of ten livres, and that the said Fran<;ois Petit, Pierre L auri au, the younger, 
and Joseph Pluchon, do also pay the toll of their grain and a fine of ten livres, in de­
fault of having taken it to the petitioner's mill, and to order that all those who shall 
come there henceforth, be condemned to the same penalties, 

Our ordinance following the said petition of the 24th December last, ordeling it to 
be communicated to the parties, that they might appear before us on the Wednesday 
after Epiphany at nine o'clock in the morning. 

,Our prec,eding,o:dinance rendered by default, the 22nd November 1730, together 
Wlth t,he saId petltIon, a paper writing given as an answer to the petition of the said 
~avant, and pr,esente~ to us the 7th January last, the day of the appearance of the par­
h,es, by the ~ald ~odin and Pelletier, the said paper writing made in the name 01 

eIght of t~e mhabltant,s ~f the, said seigniory of Neuville, and containing all the heach 
of compl~mt of the sald mhabltants against the said Savarit, and their reasons in an 
swer 10 hlB demand' d ' h b _ " ' prayrng us to a mIt t em as opposants against the default 0 

tal~ed m hIS favor on the 22nd November 1730, and to order, in the event the said Sa 
vant should deny th f; ts t t d b h ' , . 
1 ' e ac s a e y t .J petltlOners, which are that his mills, worke( 
)y \\ ater, do not at pI' t ak fl d ' 

eoen m, e our, an that hIS wind-mill is not in good onleJ 
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so as to supply the want of the public; that an examination be made of the 
said mill by such person as we shall be pleased to name, which person shall prepare a 
report of the state of the said mills, so that from the report made thereof, we may know 
the truth of the statement made by the petitioners: that if the said Savarit agrees that 
his mills are in the state mentioned by the petitioners, we may be pleased to dismiss 
the demands made upon them by the said Savarit, granting them the liberty of taking 
their grain to be ground elsewhere, and that he be condemned to pay the costs and also 
their travelling expenses, the said petition signed by Jean Godin and Fran<;ois Pel 
letier. 

Our ordinance of the 7th January last, by which, before proceeding to judgment, 
and seeing the conclusions taken by the defendants, we had ordered the sieur Boiscler, 
grand-voyer, to go upon the spot and prepare a report of the state in which the mills 
of the said Savarit are at present, if they are supplied with scales and stamped weights 
and to obtain the other necessary knowledge relative to the respective demands and 
complaints of the parties, and for that purpose to obtain the assistance of the captain 
and two officers of the militia of the place, so that a report being had, we may make 
the necessary orders, the travelling expenses being first advanced by the defendants, 
saving to them their recourse for such expenses; the report, dated the 13th of J anua­
ry last, upon the visit of the grand-voyer to the mills of the said Savarit, made in exe­
cution of our said ordinance, all being considered : 

We ordain that the said Savarit shall be bound to place in his wind-mill a miller by 
trade and n.o other, who shall live in the neighborhood of the said mill, so that he may 
at all times, take care of it, receive the wheat from the inhabitants and return them 
the flour when it is ground, and also to keep in one of his mills worked by water and 
in his wind-mill, a scale and stamped weights of iron, and not of stones of which the 
weight is not known, and to keep the said mills in good order so that they can grind 
when there is wind or water. 

And as to the inconvenience brought under our consideration by the inhabitants, to 
the effect that when the wind fails for the wind-mill, or water for the other mill, the said 
Savarit wishes them to carry their grain from one mill to the other, as often as three 
different times; 

We ordain that in that case the said Savarit shall be bound to carry the wheat 
at his own cost and expense, and in default of his doing so, we allow the inhabi­
tants to carry their grain to be ground where they please. 

We also order the said inhabitants to carry the grain they may require for their own 
subsistence, to be ground at the mills of the said Savarit, as being in the place and stead 
d the seignior, nnd to leave it there during twice twenty-four hours in either of the 
mills, after which time they will be at liberty to take it away and carry it where they 
please, without the said Savarit or his representative having any right to demand toll; 
in conformity of the decree of the superior council of this country of the 1st July 1675, 
in relation to banal mills. 
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We charge the said Savarit faithfully and promptly to serve the said inhabitants, in 
i' t 11 citizens and traders and to keep his mills provided wilh all necessary prfllerence 0 a , .. . 

implements, under penalty of an arbitrary fine and heavIer penaltIes if necessary. 

As to tho other demands of the parties respectively, we have discharged them there­

from without day. 

"\V c condemn the said Savarit to pay the travelling expenses of the grand-voyer. 

We command the officers of militia in the said place to look to the execution of the 
resent ordinance and that the rules of police be observed in relation to it, and that 

~lesc presents be read and published in the usual manner, so that no person may be 
ignorant of the same. 

Done at Quebec, at our residence, the 20th March 1735. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 

[Ordce.1733, No. 21, folio 95.J 

Ordinance condemm:ng the inhabitants 0/ PortneuJ to JurnZ:sh to the SieuT Charles 
LeGmdcllJ" de Croisille, copies 0/ their deeds if concession within a month, and 
tlwse who h{H'e none to take them within the same deJay and also furnish copies, 
unde)' the terms therein contained, and conaemning them also to pay the ouears 
0/ celis et rentes, according to the old deeds, the corvees being only demanda1Jle f(Jf 
the current year. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the petition presented to us by the Sieur Charles LeGardeur de Croisille, 
seignior of Portneuf praying us for the reasons therein mentioned, to order all the 
inhabitants of the Seigniory of Portlleuf to give him copies in due form, of the conces­
sions they hold from him or from his ancestors, and that such of the said inhabitants 
who have no deeds or location tickets, be bound to procure deeds of concession before 
notaries, in conformity with tho old titles, with the clauses of corrie and cens et renteJ 
therein centained, and of paying the eleventh fish for the right of fishing up'on theiI 
frontage, and that the said inhabitants be also held to pay him the arrears of cens el 

1'entes due; we have caused Pierre Moriset, Jean Charles Briere, Adrien Pichet ane 
Pierre Richard, all inhabitants of Portneuf, acting both for themselves and for th{ 
other inhabitants of the said seigniory, to appear before us, and after hearing theil 
defence, and seeing the deed of concession to Jean Catelan, in the barony of Portneuf 
dated 3rd November 1684 . 

. \ A~d an~thL't to Mathurin Co.rmeau, abo inhabitant of the said soigniory, dated :23n 
- pnllFilv, and the whole conslllf'n'.] 
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We have condemned those inhabitant .of the said seigIliory, who have deeds of con­
cession, immediately to furnish to the said Sieur de Croisille, copies of the same in due 
form, during the present month, and not later. And as to those who have not taken them, 
they shall be bound to procure them within the same delay, and also to furnish copies 
to the said Sieur de Croisille, and under the same clauses and conditions as those con­
tained in the two deeds above cited, unless they would rather submit to the rent of 
thirty sols and one capon for each arpent in front by forty arpents in depth, of six 
deniers of cens and the eleventh fish, which choice they will be bound to make at the 
passing of the deed, or leave the choice to the said Sieur de Croisille, 

We also condemn all the said inhabitants to pay the anears of eens et rentes due by 
them according to their deeds, without however obliging them to pay the anears of the 
corvees, but merely those due the present year. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 20th July 1733. 

Signed, HOC QUART, 

[Ordinance of1733, No. 21, folio 109.] 

Ordinance prohibiting the Sieur Joseph Roy from receiving the inhabitants if the sei­
gniory 0/ Beaumont at the mill built by him in the seigniory if la Dame de Vin­
cennes, ?tnless they have permission in writing fr01n the Sicur de Beaumont, 
under a penalty if ten livres, and enjoining the said Sieur de Beaumont to put 
his 1nill in a condition to make good flour, and have scales in it. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by Charles Couillard, seignior of Beaumont, 
stating that for more than sixty years he has been in possession of this fief without in­
terruption and of the right ofbanalite in the mill built there; 

That recently one Joseph Roy, one of his inhabitants, has built a mill in the seigniory 
of the Dame de Vincennes of whom he is also an inhabitant. 

That the petitioner is ignorant of the title under which the said Roy has undertaken 
this, but as several proprietors of fiefs are about to bring their complaints before us 
in relation to this, he will merely state to us the injury which he in particular suffers, 
which is that the said Joseph Roy, being an inhabitant of this petitioner and oftha 
Dame de Vincennes, induces a pOltion of the petitioner's inhabitants to go his mill, 
which is contrary to the right of the petitioners, to the custom in relation to banal 
mills, and to the clauses contained in the deeds of concession of the petioner's inhabi­
tants, which expressly oblige them to carry their grain to be ground at the seigniorial 
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min, which most of them have not done for more than a month, which causes him ~'ln. 
siderable injury, 

For these causes the petitioner prayed us to grant him an order calling upon the 
said Roy to appear before us that he migh~ be condemned to pay s~ch ~ne as we ~vo~d 
please, for having received the said inhabitants of Beaumont at hIS mill and grmding 
their grain in it, to prohibit him trom doing the same in future, under such penalty as 
we should please to inflict, and to order the said Roy to declare t~e names oft~e in­
habitants of Beaumont whose grain he had ground and the quantlty of the gram so 
ground saving to the petitioner his right of proving mo;:e, and to condemn the inhab~­
tants of Beaumont who have been to the mill of the saId Joseph Roy to pay the peti­
tioner, their seignior, and who has a right of banalite, the toll of the grain they have 
taken there, with such fine as wo should be pleased to impose; 

And further to prohibit them from henceforth taking their grain to be ground to any 
but the soigniorial mill, under penalty of the seizure of their grain, of a fine and such 
other condemnation as we shall be pleased to order; that the said Sieur de Beaumont 
be allowed to publish and post up at tho church door of the said place, the ordinance 
to bo made in the premises, so that no body may be ignorant of its effect_ 

The said petition signed by the petitioner, and having at tho bottom of it our ordi. 
nance of tho third of this month, to the effect that the same might be communicated 
to the said Joseph Roy, and that he might answer and appear bofore us on thursday, 
the 15th of this month, upon which day, the parties having appeared, the said Joseph 
Roy, in dofence, stated that the mill of the seigniory of Beaumont being unable to 
tum out good flour on account of the millstones, the said Sieur do Beaumont had 
allowed his inhabitants to take their grain ebewhere to be ground; 

That it was only upon this vorbal permisoion that the defendant had received the 
said inhabitants at his mill and that he had not induced them to come to it_ 

That he was further persuaded that it "vas not against the mill of tho Sieur de Beau­
mont; that he had acted, because he the defendant being an inhabitant of his, had 
never had his grain ground at the banal mill, the said Sieur de Beaumont having 
always allowed him to have his grain gronnd where he pleased, in consequence of 
the bad state his mill was in and inasmuch as it had no scales; 

Further that as the Sieur de Beaumont disapproves of his inhabitants going to the 
d~fendant's mill, he ,vill not receive any more of them 'without permission in writing 
gwen to them by the said Sieur de Beaumont. 

The parties _ ~eing heard and every thing con~iderec1, we prohibit the said Joseph 
Roy from recenrmg any of the inhabitants of the seigniory of Beaumont in the mill he 
has latel! cau:'~d to be built in the sei,sniory of the Dame de Vincennes, without the 
consent III wntlllO" of th "d S" dB" 
1 ." 0 e sal leur e eaumont, under a penalty of ten lzvres, we a so prohIbIt the . d -n1 b' f B 
I " " sal 1 la Itants 0 eaumont, under the same penalties from taking 

t lelr gram to be d l' h " '. . 
groun e ~ew ere than the banal mill of the .'laid selgnlOry. 
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We command the said Sieur de Beaumont to have his banal mill put in order so as 
to make good flour, and to have scales and stamped weights therein. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 15th of December 1733. 

Signed, HOCQUART 

[Ordinance of 1734, No. 22, folio 2.J 

Ordinance proltibiting all the inltabitants from cutting down and carrying away any 
wood for their own use, upon tlw unconceded lands qf tlw seigniory qf Beaumont and 
Vincennes, otlter tItan the quantity necessary for tlte building qf tlte cltUrch qf Saint 
Etienne de Beaumont. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the information given us that, under pretext that the rector, churchwardens 
and inhabitants of the parish of St. Etienne de Beaumont, had intended to ask leave 
to take pine and cedar timber from the unconceded lands in the said parish, beyond 
the depth of the seigniory of Vincennes, for the building of the church of the said sei­
gniory of Beaumont, some of the said inhabitants had commenced, before hand and 
without leave, to cut down pine and cedar trees for their own usc, and even for the 
purpose of trading, an abuse which it is important to put an end to ; 

In granting leave to the said rector and churchwardens, as requested, to take pine 
and cedar timber from the places above mentioned, for the building of the said church 
of Beaumont ;-

We expressly prohibit all the inhabitants of the said place to take any timber for 
their own use, under the penalties set forth in the ordinances made by our predecessors 
and by ourselves; we enjoin the said churchwardens to prepare a statement of the 
quantity of each kind of timber that may be necessary for the building and finishing of 
the said church, so as not to exceed that quantity; the said timber to be drawn out by 
the said churchwardens and according to the portion allowed to each inhabitant. 

We command the captain and other officers of militia in the said place to look 
closely to the execution of the present ordinance, which shall be read and published in 
the ordinary manner so that no person rr.ay be ignorant of the same. 

Done at Quebec, the ninth of January 1734. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 
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[Ord. of 1734, No. 22, Folio 21.] 

Ordinance granting to the Dame widow Poisson, proprietoress oj the fief oj Gcntili?/, 

delay oj 2 yeaTS to build a banal mill in the said fief· 

GILLES HOCQrART, &c. 

Seeing the petition to us presented by Jean and Michel Billy, Joseph Viens, Josep 
Beaufort anu Franr;ois Rivard llit Lavigne, inhabitants of the fief of Gentilly, which 
situate opposite to Champlain; the said Lavigne acting for the other above name 
inhabitants, for t:le purpose of inducing us, for the reasons therein mentioned,: 
command the widow Poisson, proprietoress of the said fief of Gentilly, in the name aI 

as tutrix to the Sieur Poisson, her eldest son, immediately to build a grist mill in the sa: 

fief for the use and advantage of her tenants, otherwise and in default thereof, that sl 
be deprived, in her said quality, of the right of banahte, and that the said Rivard L: 
vigne, one of the petitioners, be allowed to build a mill, which he offers to do at b 
own expense, and keep the same in good order and conrlition, himself, his heirs al 
assigns for eyer, so that it will supply the wants and necessities of all the inhabitants 
the said fief; and, in that case, the said Rivard shall enjoy the right and privileges 
a banal mill ; 

Our ordinance of the 3rd February last, being at the bottom of the said petitio 
ordering it to be communicated to the said Dame Poisson, so that she might answ 
the same in the course of the said month, otherwise and the said delay expired, that tl 
demand of the said inhabitants may be complied with; the said petition and ordinau 
being notified to the said Dame Poisson by Pollet, a bailiff, on the 17th of the sa 
month of February, the answers in writing of the defendant not being served; 

The partiea in their said qualities having appeared before us, and being heard rE 
pectively, everything considered, with the consent of the said Rivard Lavigne, acti: 
as aforesaid, we have granted to the said widow Poisson, acting also as aforesaid, 
delay of two year s fi'om the day of the signification of the present ordinance, to procu 
the means to build the banal mill, as required by the said inhabitants of the seignio 
of Gentilly, after which period we shall order what may be right and proper. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 10th March 1734. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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(Ord. of 1735, No. 23, Folio H.) 

Ordinance prohibiting the inlw};itants living near the farm if Michel Billy, at Gen~ 
tilly, and other pel'sons, from fishing infrant of the said farm, upon penally, 
against the offenders, of all costs, &:I/lr/..ages and interests, and 0/ a greater penalty 
if it be found necessary. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the complaints made to us by Michel Billy and Marie-Jeanne Rouillard,his wife, 
inhabitants of the seigniory of Gentilly, that a number of inhabitants, their neighbours, 
particularly Franqois Rivard, Joseph Vien and others, disturb them in the fishery in front 
of their lands, which belong to them in virtue of their deed of concession passed before 
Nonnandin, notary at Three Rivers, the 15th July 1707, and on their own authority 
spread nets there, notvvithstanding the prohibitions and resistance of the petitioners, 
by which the petitioners are greatly injured; and as the said inhabitants have no right 
to fish in the limits of the petitioners' concession, they pray us to remedy the same by 
prohibiting the said inhabitants and others from fishing, at any time, in front of the 
land of the said petitioners; 

Regard to all which being had, and seeing the deed of concession above mentioned, 
we expressly prohibit all the inhabitants in the neighborhood of the land of the said 
petitioners, and all other~, to put out nets or lines in frollt of the saiclland, or to disturb 
them in the possession and enjoyment of the fishery granted to them there by the deed 
above mentioned, on pain of all costs, damages and interest, againstthe offenders, and 
of a greater penalty if the like occur again. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quc:bcc, the 18th June 1735. 

(Signed) HO(X~ IJART. 

(Ord. of 17;36, No. 24, Folio 1:22.) 

Ordinance declaring the offers made by Pierre Lanouette to Mr. de la Perade, seignior 
of Ste. Anne, good and valid, and in default 0/ the said seignior accept in g the 
lods et ventes, aJ'Tears if cens et rentes o/Iaed, the said LaJwuette well and 
duly dzscharged therefrom, and the present ordinance to be a titre-nouvel and 
sci:::in to him. 

GILLES HOCQUAUT, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by Pierre Lanouette, an inhabitant of Ste. Anne, 
praying, for the reasons therein contained, and the tender and notification annexed to 
it, and the answers of the Sieur de la Perade, that we would be pleased to declare the 
said offers good and vRlid, and to order that, within eight days, he fihall be bound t._, 
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accept the said tender, with the deduction, however, . of the sum .of 33 livres, 12 sols, 
6 deniers, which he owes the petitioner for costs adjudged to hIm by us, before this 
time' also that the said Sieur de la Perade do receive the capons, chickens and wheat, 
in co~fonnity to the said tender, that he be also bound to register (ensazsiner) the deed 
of ae'luioition by the petitioner of the said farm, dated the 20th September 1723; and 
in default of doinfT so that our ordinance of the 25th September last be held equivalent 
to such seizin, and ~l"o that, in default of the said Sieur de la Perade receiving the said 
sum so tendered, with the deduction above mentioned, with the said cens, capons, 
chickens and ,,,heat, the petitioner be fully and entirely discharged, and the said Sieur 
de la Perade condemned to pay such trayelling expenses of the said Lanouette, both 
going and retuming, as mtly be assessed by us. 

The signification made to the said Sieur La Pe"ade of our ordinance of the 25th 
Scptember last, hy Polct, a bailiff, on the 8th of the present month; the offers made 
by the said Lanouette to the said Sieur La Perade, by means of the said Polet, bailiff, 
on the saitl Sth day of the present month, to pay him immediately, in execcution of 
our ordinance, to wit: the sum of 116 liVl'es, 13 sols, 4 deniers for the lads et 'centes 
of the land acquired by the said Lanouette £i'om the Sieur and Dame Dorvilliers, the 
arrcars of rent of the said land for thirteen years, to be computed from the 20th Sep. 
tember 1 n3, date of the said deed of purchase, the said arrears consisting of26 capons, 
13 chickeIL~, 611Juslicb (Ii wheat, llil','e and G sols of cellS, deducting however from 
the above sum that of 33 lie'FeS, 12 sols and G deJliers for costs adjudged by us in favor 
of the said Lanouette, against the s::tid ~)ieur de la Peracle, by om' ordinance oflhe 
20th Fchru::try 1131, anu without F,ejudice to other costs a(uudgecl in fayor of the said 
Lanouette by decree of the superior council on the 20th l'.hr<,lh 1732, but which have 
not yet l'eell t"xec1; the said Lanouette praying that, in consequence of his said offers 
to the Sieur de la Pel'ade, he be obliged to gn:nt him seizin, and immediately grant 
titre-nollCcZ of the said land, etc. 

The answer of the sa:J Siem (~e h P0,'ade, s;gned by him and given to the bailiff at 
the time the said offers were made, in which he states that the said Lanouette had been 
tlJirtcen years without recognizing him as seigl1ior of L'Isle St. Ignace, and without 
paying any celis et rentcs in "Virtue of the ordinance of Mr. Dupuy, which has been 
signified to the said L~nouette by a bailiff, with a demand of payment; that he rejects 
the said offers made to him this day, and will accept them when he thinks proper, and 
that he will not receive either capons, chickens or wheat; 

Another statement of a tender made in the afternoon of the said day, by the said La­
n~uette to ~he said Sieur de la Perade, by the hands of the same bailiff, calling upon 
hlII~ to receIve the money, capons, chickel1R, wheat and celiS, the same as in the pre­
~e~ng tenders made the said day by the same bailiff, all which lthe said Sieur de la 

elade has declared to be null, the said Lanouette stating that, on the morrow, he 
would leavp for Quebec t th . '. d . - ,a e same nme protestmg touchmg all costs, damages an 
Interest, on account of his departure for St. Anne, sojoum at Quebec and retum; 

, ~oth~r a:1s>\'er of the said Sieur de la Perade to the said bailiff. at the time of the 
6lgmficanon of the -econd . h" h ' , summc·ns. 1U W IC answer the said Sieur de la Perade :,tate{! 
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he has no other answer to give the said Lanouette, than the one already given, that in 
the event he should accept OUT ordinance, the said Lanouette must pay for the capons 
at the rate of 15 sols a piece, that the said Lanouette may go to Mr.I'Intendant, and that 
it will be a matter of pleasure to him; 

Seeing and considering all which, in consideration of the said petltIOn and in exe­
cution of our said ordinance of the 25th September last, we have declared the said 
tender above named to be good and valid, and in consequence thereof ordain that, in 
case the said Sieur de la Perade should not accept the said lads et ventes, anears of 
cens el rentes so tendered to him by the said Lanouette, between this and next Saint 
Martin's Day; that, after the said period, the said Lanouette shall be well and truly 
acquitted and discharged therefrom up to next St. Martin's Day, and our said ordi­
nance of the 25th September last, and also the present one shall be a titre-nouvel and 
seizin in his favor. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the thirteenth day of October one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-six. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 

[Ord. of 1738, No. 25, Folio 8.J 

Ordinance condemning the inhabitants oj the seigniory oj" Ste. Anne to pay to the Siellr 
Dauteuil, the cens et rentes and lods et ventes they owe him, within one month 
from the signification oj" these presents, and condemning those interested in the 
JiorJioise fisheries, established in the said seignm'y, to give him the tenth part oj" the 
oil produced from the said fisheries, under penalty, q-eo 

HONORE MICHEL DE LA ROUVILLIERE, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by the Sieur Dauteuil, heretofore attorney 
general of the superior council of this country, stating that there are due to him, by 
most of the inhabitants of the seigniory of La Pocatiere, of which he is seignior, several 
years of eens et rentes seigneu1iales, which he cannot make them pay, as well as lads 
et ventes due to him by several purchasers of land in the said seigniory; that over and 
above these seigniorial dues and lods et ventes, he gave to one Quimper and his part­
ners, Noel Lizot and the Sieur Roy de Laussiere and others, leave to establish por­
poise fisheries in front of the said seigniory, upon condition of their paying the tenth 
part of the produce of the said fisheries, which the J,bove named have failed to do, and 
have S-:'11t the oil produced from the said fisheries to town, and have sold it to different 
individuals, and among others to one Duperez, without the said Sieur Dauteuil having 
received the tenth part coming to him from the produce of the said fisheries; 

The said Sieur Dauteuil concluding that we may be pleased to condemn the said 
illhabitants to pay the said cens et remes and lods et ventes, and the said Quimper, Noel 
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Lizot, the Sieur Roy de Laussiere and others to give an account of the tenth part of 
the oil produced by the said fisheries, both for the time past and for the future, alld 
that, in consequence, he be allowed to seize and an-est the goods and efiects that may 
be sent to this town by and belonging to the said inhabitants, in the vessels coming 
here from the said place called La Pocatiere for the purpose of being sold: 

Seeing the statement of the amounts due to the Sieur Dauteuil by the said inhabi­
tants, and the submission of the parties interested in the said fisheries, and the whole 
bein,C;- taken into consideratiun, 

We have condemned the inhabitants of the said seigniory of La Pocatiere to pay the 
said Sieur Dauteuil the cens ct rentes and lods et vcntes they may owe him, within nile 
month from the signification of these presents; we also condemn those interested in the 
porpoise fisheries of the said seigniory, to pay the said Sieur Dauteuil the tenth part 
of the produce of the said fisheries, both for the time elapsed and for the future; other­
wise and in default of so doing, we allow the said Sieur Dauteuil to seize and attach 
the said oil and other effects belonging to the said inhabitants, which they may send to 
tuwn or anywhere else, to be afterwards disposed of, as may be fit and proper. 

r, And the present ordinance shall be read and published after divine service in the 
morning, at the parish church of the said parish of La Pocatiere, so that nobody may 
plead ignorance thereof. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the tenth day of November one thousand seven hundred alld 
thirty-seven. 

fOrd. of 1738, No. 26, Folio 27.J 

Ordinance dismissing tlte petitioll if Llle sicztr Franfois Antoine Pecaudy de CorztreC(E'lIr, 
sP':;llior (1' part if the scigniory d' Esclwillons, and maintain/v (T the sieur FranFois 
Courtois in the possession and enjoyment if the land concededo to him, under tlte 
terms, cens ct nntcs stipulated in his deed if the 17tl~ if January 1724. 

GILES HOCQL.tRT, &c . 

. Between the sieur Fran~oiB Antoine Pecaudy, Esquire, seignior of Contrecreur, cap­
tam of a comp~ny of the detachment of marines, maintained by His Majesty in this 
country, propnetor of part of the seiQ11iory of d'Eschaillons plaintiff. "'or the pUl-pose 

f h' . . '" " l' 
o IS petItIon, answered by us on the eighteenth of September last, appearinO' by Mr. 
de 1a T?ur, roya! nota~'Y of the prel'oste of this town, his attorney, of the one p:m; and 
FrancoIs COurtOl" an IrLab't t fl" d . . • < .. , III 1 an 0 t 1e selgnlOry 'Eschalllons, defendant, appeanng 
In person, of the other part; 

Seeing the petition 1JrC8 t d t b h . . .. , eu e 0 us y t e SaId Sleur de Contrecreur contammg 
amongst other things th t b h di" ' , a y t e Yl~lOn uf the said sf'iguiory d'Echaillons, there has 
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fallen to his share sixteen arpents, eight perches in front, of which the petitioner hav­
ing taken possession, he found that Fran<fois Courtois possessed ten arpents and eight 
perches of land in front by about forty in depth, and the said petitioner pretended that 
the deed of concession which had been granted to the said Courtois was defective or 
null in law, inasmuch as it is not proved that Pierre Mailhot, by whom it was granted, 
was authorized to give it by the late sieur Pierre de St. Ours; that it does not appear 
that the said sieur de St. Ours, nor those in his place and stead, have directly or indi­
rectly approved of the said concession, which approval, according to the said sieur 
de Contreceeur, it was necessary to have obtained, by reason of the difference there is 
between the rentes of the said land and those of the other inhabitants; lastly, that 
upon examining the said deed of concession, we perceive that the said Mailhot only 
intended conceding three IDllents, since the term "sitllees," which in the said deed, is 
found placed after the words "entre les concessions de BaptisTe Le B(J!vj" et Jean Cour­
tois," his brothel, which are written in a different hand and with different ink from the 
remainder of the deed, supposes a number of ID]lents which were to be expressed in the 
blank that had been left, and which not having been mentioned, the amount of the 
rente should establish them, as there is nothing to show a desire to favor the said Cour­
tois; the said sieur de Contreceeur concluding that the said Courtois be condemned to 
pay the arrears of the rentes of the said ten arpents and eight perches of land in front 
by forty in depth for the time of his possession, at the same rate as the other inhabi­
tants of the said seigniory d'EschaiUons, and further that the said pretended deed of 
concession be declared null, as being granted by a person haying no power of attorney, 
authority or order to give it, and as it also appears that it was only intended to con­
cede the n~ber of arpents which the rente stipulated by the contract would lead to pre­
sume, if we look upon the other concessions in the said seigniory as a rule, with costs; 
the said petition signed "Contreceeur", at the bottom of which is our ordinance of the 
eighteenth of September 1737, ordering it to be communicated to the said Fran<fois 
Courtois, that he might give his answer theret~ and appear before us on the tenth of 
the present month, at ten o'clock in the forenoon; signification of the same being 
made to the said Courtois, on the thirteenth of October following, by the captain of 
militia and certified by the sieur Abrat, priest, cure of the said seigniory, the docu­
ments annexed to the said petition being four in number, to wit : 

A declaration to the sieur de Contreceeur made by the said Mailhot, in presence of 
the captain of militia of the place and of another inhabitant, on the thirteenth of Oc­
tober last, and received by the said siem Abrat, by which the said Mailhot declares 
that he has never been the attorney of the sieur de St. Ours, and that he never grant­
ed a deed of concession to any inhabitant; 

A deed of concession passed before Michel Roy, notary in the jurisdiction and seig­
niory of Ste. Anne, on the tenth of October 1669, by which the late sieur Pierre de 
St. Ours, seignior d'Eschaillons, grants to Jean Baptiste Le Beeuf a farm and conces­
sion, upon condition of the payment of cens et rentes fr.mcieres, at d'Eschaillons aforesaid, 
of four al]lents in front by forty in depth, upon payment of one sol toumois of rent by 
each al]lent of land, of one live capon by each arpent of land in front or thirty sols as 
and for the value of each capon, and of six deniers of (,CIlS; 



184 

Another deed of concession executed before Fran<;ois Trottin, notary in the juri~. 
diction of Three·Rivers, Ste. Anne and Grondines, to Jean Baptiste Le Breuf, the 
younger, by the said PielTe de St. Ours, of a land of five arpe~ts in. front, in the said 
seigniory d'Eschaillons, by forty in depth, on payment of four ~lvres In money ~f rente 
seigneuriale, five denien; of C("ltS and three live capons, or theIr actual value In mo· 
ney, &c. 

Also another deed produced by the said sieur de Contrecreur, of the concession 
granted to the Raid Franr,ois Courtois, by the said PielTe Mailhot, in the name and as 
the attorney of the sieur Pierre de St. Ours d'Eschaillon, of the extent of land in front 
which may be found between the lands of Baptiste Le Breuf and Jean Courtois, his 
brother, situate in the said seigniory d'E~chaillons, for the annual, perpetual and un· 
redeemable rent of four live capons, or their value in money, and six livres in money, 
and one sol of cens, for the whole of the said concession, &c., the said deed passed before 
Daniel Normandin, royal notary at Three·Rivers, on the seventeenth January 1717. 

The answers in writing of the said Courtois, to the petition of the said sieur de 
Contremur, in which he state~, among other thing~, that the bieur de Contrecreur is 
not right in trying to make him lose part of his land, nor in increasing his rentes which 
he has always paid regularly, as the receipts produced by him will prove, several of 
which are signed by the said Mailhot, as attoTIwy of the seigniors d'Eschaillons; that 
he has been in possession of his land, in virtue of a deed, for fourteen years. 

That the land is bad, and that there was a quantity of stones and bad \~ood upon it 
when it was conceded, which he offers to pruve, if necessary, by the old inhabitants 
who know what work he was obliged to perform to put a part of it under cultivation 
and take away the stones; 

That he would not have taken the farm, had it not been for the smallness of the rent 
stipulated by his deed, and he adds that as to the names to be found in the deed after 
these words, "le terrain et la terre qui se (rOUI:era defr071t entre les concessions des nommes, 
~." which the sieur de Contrecreur finds fault with, and pretends have been written in 
the blank that had been left to fill up, by another hand and with different ink from the re­
mainder of the deed, we cannot come to any other conclusion than that the said Mail· 
hot, acting as the attorney of the said late sieur de St. Ours, did not remember, at the 
time of the passing of the deed, the names of the two inhabitants whose lands bound. 
ed the one conceded to the defendant, and that the said names were filled up by the 
clerk of the notary, which is the more naturally to be presumed from the defendanl 
not having been disturbed as to the extent of the front of his land since the time 0: 

his possess~oI.l; praying fo: proof of his statement, that we may be pleased to orde] 
~ha~ t~e .ongtnal of the ~ald deed o~ a copy of it duly compared by the grdfier of thl 
J~nsdictlon of Three·RIVers, depOSItary of the original deeds of the said late Norman 
dI~, n~tary, be produced, and the defendant concludes verbally, that the demands ofthl 
saId Slem de Contrecreur b di . d d h h 

. e SImsse, an t at t e defendant be maintained in the pos 
seSSlOn and enjoyment of his land, according to the tenus of his deed. 
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Seeing also the papers produced to us by the defendant, to the number of five, to 
wit :-a copy of the deed of concession to the defendant, made by the said Pierre 
Mailhot, in the name and as attorney of the said Sieur Pierre de St. Ours, on the 17th 
of January 1724, of the land which is to be found between the concessions of Jean 
Baptiste Le Boouf and that of Jean Courtois, his brother, which copy is, in every thing, 
like the one produced by the sieur de Contrecoour; 

A receipt dated the eight of November 1723 for eens et rentes paid by defendant and 
" Pierre Mailhot for Mr. Deschaillons." 

Another receipt also signed, "Pierre Mailhot for Mr. Deschaillons," dated the 
el eventh November 1724, for the same cens and rentes paid by the defendant: 

Another receipt given to the defendant by the said Mailhot, acting for Mr. de Con­
trecoour, dated the eighth of September 1736, for the sum of twenty four livres for 
five years arrears of the said rente " 

A note of the said sieur de Contrecoour, dated the thirteenth of October 1737, stat­
ing, "I will give credit to Fran<;ois Courtois for twenty-four liues, amount of an 01'­

.. del' I have received from Jean Courtois, his brother." 

The parties baving appeared as above, being heard respectively, and every thing 
being considered, 

We have dismissed the conclusions of the plaintiff's petition, and consequently main­
tained the defendant in the ownership and enjoyment of the lalld conceded to him uu­
del' the terms, eens, rentes and dues contained in the said deed of the seventeenth of 
january 1724. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 10th January 1738. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 

[Ordce. of 1738, No. 26, folio 31.] 

Ordinance dismissing the conclusions oj the petition of the Sieur Fran90is Gosselin 
and rnaintmning the Siellr Pierre Neau dit Bernard 1:n the possession and enjoy­
ment oj a fLShe1'Y he had reserved to himself in the deed oj sale of his land in favw' 
oj the said Gosselin. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Between Fran~ois Gosselin, an inbabitant of the seigniory of Beaumont, plaintiff 
praying for the conclusions of his petition, answered by us on the twenty-first of No: 
vember last, appearing by Mr. Delatour, his attorney, of the one part i 

A2 
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And Pierre Neau dit Bernard, inhabitant of the said seigniory, defendant, appearing 

in person, of the other part ; 

Seeinrr the petition presented to us by the said Gosselin, stating in substance that 
he had :r.:quired from Piene N eau a farm and habitation in the seigniory of Beaumont, 
of three arpents in front upon the River St. Lawrence, by forty in depth, that being 
deoirous of establishing a fi:;hery in fi:ont of the said farm, he had been disturbed by 
the said N eau, hi ,; vendor, under pretext that by the deed of sale in favor of the peti­
tioner, he had reserved the said fi:,.hery to himself, in yirtl'e of which reserve he pre­
tended that it belonged to him; the said Gosselin contending by his petition that the 
ri6ht of fishing b[,inl; a favor granted by the King, it cannot, by any stipulation, be 
separated from the land to \\11ich it is attached; the petitioner concluding that we 
may be pleased to all(lw him to summon the said Neau before us, that he may be pro­
hibitcl1 from di,'iturbillg the petitioner in hit! fishery, under the penalties we may be 
pleased to order; 

Our ordinance of the twcl1Ly-fi,it of November bst, being at the bottom of the said 
petition, and ordering the parties to appear before us on the twelfth of January then 
next at nine of the clock in the morning. 

The parties having appeared before us as above, it was stated by the said Neau, that 
before pa~sing the deed of salc of the land in question to the said Gosselin, he had 
clearly explained to 11im that he reserved to himself the right of fishing which was 
attached to the ReLic1 land, with a road to go and come at the proper times; that he 
would only sell upun that condition, and the said GosseJill having agreed thereto the 
deed was made with that reserve, in cor:.se'luence of which the said Neau had given 
the land to the said Go';cclin for a less price; that for the fishery he pays the eleventh 
part to the seignior, with which tax the said Gosselin was not charged by the deed of 
sale; that further he is willing to take the land back and return the price received 
from Go.'iselin, if he is not satisfied with hiH purclwse; the said N eau concluding, for 
these reasons, that we may be pleased to maintain him in the po,;session and enjoy­
ment of the fishery in question, according to the terms of the said deed of sale, and to 
prohibit the said Gusselin from disturbing him, under such penalty as we may be pleased 
to order. 

The parties being heard and seeing the said deed passed before Pichet, notary, at the 
Island of Orleans the seventh of october 17:3:3, by which the said Neau sells to the said 
Fran~ois Gosse lin a lot of land and habitation, situate in the seigniory of Beaumont, or 
the River St. Lawrence, of three arpents, three perches and twelve feets or thereaboutl 
in. h·ont, by ~ depth o~ forty arpents, without reserving, excepting or retaining anl 
thmg, unless It be the rIght of fishing upon the beach of the said land, as stated in th. 
deed of conce~sion, and a foot path fi'om the King's highway to the said beach, alon! 
the land .of PIClTe Garant, and another road to go to a dell, ca'l:i:e, which is at the foo 
of the mill, with a place to put the implements for the said fishery a boyc high wate 
mark, &c., the whole for the price and sum of four hundred livres. 

The whole duly l"ollsidered_ 
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, We have dismissed the conclusions of the plaintiff's petition and maintained the 
defendant in the possession and enjoyment of the fishery reserved by him, according to 
the terms of the deed of sale above cited, with prohibition to the plaintiff to disturb 
him under the penalties imposed by law; 

We have given acte to the plaintiff of the defendant's offer to t:lke back the land and 
return the price received for it, which the sail plaintiff will be bound to accept within 
fifteen days of the notificaticn of the present ordinance, after which time he 'l-vi11 be 
f;n'eclosed from the right of so doing. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twelfth of January 17:38, 

Signed, 

[Ordce. of 1738, No. 26, fulio 32,] 

Ordinance granti;'1g to the Sieur Jean De~ Rochcs, an inhabitant?f DC;i/UU1'C, a delay 
0/ eight days to produce the title 0/ his Land, and in default 0/ 11 is doing sOlcilhin 

the said delay, condemning him to pay one ycar of {(rrcars,duc l>y lam, at the mte '?f 

one sol for each (trpent in superfo:ies, and one capon fur each al'J.!cnt in front by 
thi1·ty in depth, 4-c., g·c. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Seeing our order of the eighth of the present month obtainL,d by the Religious 
Ladies of the Hotel-Dieu of Quebec, appearing by Mr. Pillanl, their attorney, sum­
moning before us Jean Des Roches, Antoine Rasset, -- Gilbert and --Galarneau, 
all inhabitants of the seigniory of Demaure belonging to the poor of the said Hotel-Dieu, 
to be condemned to pay to the said Religious Ladies the cellS ct /'(;ntes due to them, and 
the seigniorial rights from those who owe them, the said order duly notified to the 
above named. 

The said Jean Des Roches having alone appearod, prayed us to grant him delay to 
look for the title of his land, by which he pretends he should not pay such heavy 
rentes as the said Religious Ladies demand fi'om him; in con'equence of which we 
have granted to the said Des Roches a delay of eight days from the day of the notifica­
tion of our present ordinance, to produce the pretended title in question, after which 
time and in default of his doing so, we have condemned him as well for the present 
as for the past to pay one year's arrears due by him, at the rate of one sol for each 
arpent in superficies and a capon for each arpent in front by thirty in depth; 

And we have recorded a default in favor of the said Religious Ladies, appearing as 
above, against the said Rasset, Gilbert and Galameau not appearing, and we order them 
to appear before us also eight days after notice of the present ordirl-ance, afrer which 
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time, and in default of their appearing, they will be bound to pay their rentes to the 

said Ladies at the rate settled above. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the fifteenth of January, one thousand seven hundred and thirty­

f'ight. 

True copy, 

Signed, 

[Ordoe. of 1738, No. 26, folio 41.] 

HOCQUART. 

Ord£nancc homologating the report oJ the thp Sieur Boiscler, Grand- Voyer, and ord~· 
ing Pierre, Jean and Andre Robitctille, and other iuhauitants to tu7;efrom Miss. 
PeUrTct lhn,· deeds of concession of the lands granted to them in the sei[5niory oj 
GalldClr'rille, sul,Ject to the ems et rentes ordered by ~His Majesty, to ~{;it : one sol 
of cens for each (upcnt in front, awl one sol of rente faT u{;Ch aT pent in superficies, 
aJul one capon 01' tlccnty sots, according to the choice of the said Miss Peu-wet,jor 

each arpent in Font. 

GILLES HOeQU.\RT, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by Jean, Andre & Pierre Robitaille, Noel 
Beaupre & Franc;ois Dion, inhabitants of the Cote de St. J osepb, in the seigniory of 
Gaudarvil1e, parish of Ancienne Lorette, praying for the reasons therein stated that 
,\"e would be pleased to summon before us Miss. Peuvret, for the purpose of condemn­
ing her to grant them titles, in due form, of the lands conceded to them by her, the 
same as the deeds of concession of the other lands in the said seigniory ; 

Our ordinance of the 25th of November last, being at the bottom of the said petition, 
ordering it to be communicated to Miss. Peuvret, that she might appear before us on 
the fourth of December following at nine of the clock in the forenoon; 

Notice of the said petition and ordinance being given to the said Miss. Peuvret, 
on the twenty-eighth of the same month and year by Dubreuil, a bailiff, and the 
parties having appeared, the said l\1i"". Peuvret, by the Sieur Latour her attorney 
duly named . 

. It was stated, by the said attorney, that the said Miss. Peuvret offered and agreed t< 

glVe and grant to the said inhabitants, plaintiffS, deeds of the new lands she had con 
ceded to them immediately behind the first concessions of the said seigniory, ani 
at the cells el rentes and seigniorial rights we would be pleased to order. 

And by the said inhabitants it was stated that the lands conceded to them shoull 
comme~ce in front at the line of Boutin which j" the continuation of the line of SI 
,lo;;L'ph 111 the seignio f St G b . 1 b I . ry 0 . "a ne, e ongmg to the order of Jesuits; 
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And that the lands at the end of the first range, are nothing but a swamp for about 
thirteen arpents, quite unfit for cultivation; that consequently the new lands granted to 
them by Miss Peuvret in the second range, should only begin at the end of the said 
swamp and then run to a depth of thirty arpents. 

To this the said Sieur Latour, acting as aforesaid, replied, that the lands should be 
taken as they are found, otherwise great injury would arise to the seignior, if upon 
pretext of there being bad pieces of land, they were obliged to leave large spaces 
between the ranges of the seigniories. 

That the statement of the said inhabitants is the less founded, inasmuch as Miss. 
Peuvret, to carry out the plans laid out of the said seigniory, had conceded lots in the 
third rang commonly known as the Cote Sainte-Anne, to several inhabitants who have 
deeds and have made clearances, and laid down meadows; which Cote Sainte-Anne 
is to begin, according to the said plans, at sixty arpents from the end of the habitations 
of the Cote de Champigny. 

In relation to which disputes and contestations, we, by our ordinance of the fourth 
of December last at the foot of the petition of the said inhabitants, referred to the 
Sieur Grand-Voyer, that he might make an examination upon the ground, in presence 
of the parties or after due notice given them, as to the limits of the lands in question, 
and that, upon the report of the said Sieur Grand-Voyer, we might order what is ne­
cessary; the petition presented to the said Sieur Grand-Voyer, by Miss Peuvret, 
praying him to name the day and hour ofhi8 going upon the ground, and to appoint 
any surveyor he should think proper, to proceed with the verification and examina­
tion ordered. 

The ordinance of the said Grand-Voyer, of the eleventh of the said month of De­
cember being at the end of the said petition. 

Notice of the said petition and ordinance being given to the said inhabitants, plain­
tiffs, by Dubreuil, bailiff, on the twelfth of the same month, and seeing the prods­
verbal of the said Grand-Voyer, made on the thirteenth of December and on the fol­
lowing days in virtue of our ordinance ofthe fourth of the same month; 

The figurative plan of the ground, made by the said SieUT Grand-Voyer, in relation 
to the said proces-verbal, and signed by ns this day, ne va·rietur, the said plan remain­
ing in the hands of our secretary with the said prods-verbal; 

Seeing also the location tickets given both by the Dame Duchesnay, and by Miss 
Peuvret to Jean Hamel and Pierre Boivin, the younger, of three arpents in front" by 
thirty arpents in depth, to commence in front at the end of the lands of the Cote de 
Champigny, together with several deeds granted by Miss Peuvret to the inhabit\nts 
of the third range, otherwise called Cote Ste. Anne, whose lands are described as 
taking their front at the end of the sixty arpents which commence at the line terminat­
ing the Cote de Champigny, and every thing being considered: 
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We have homologated and do homologate the said proces-verbal of the Grand-Voyer, 
bearin rr date the thirteenth of December and following days; we therefore ordain that 
the sai'ci Pierre, Jean & Andre Robitaille, Noel Beaupre, and Franc;ois Dion, shall 
take deeds of concession from Miss Peuvret, of the lands that have been granted to 
them, of thirty arpents in depth, the £:ont of which lands shall b.egin at the end of 
thirty arpents from the line terminating the said Cute de ChampIgny, at the rate of 
cens ct l'elltcs onlercd by His M~esty, to wit: one sol of cens for each arpent in 
front and one sol of FC nte for each arpent in superficies, and one capon or twenty sols 
accoruinrr to the choice of the saiJ l\di~s Peuvret, for each arpent in frunt: b 

\Ve llaye couclemneJ the plaintiffs to pay the costs estimated by us at thirty-four 
hues ten wls, not including the travelling expenses and charges of the said Grand· 
Voyer. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Q,nebec, the twenty-third of January 1752. 

Signed, HOCQ.UART. 

lOrd. of 1738, No. 26, Folio 55.] 

Ordinance prolu'l;itillg all personsfrom hunting or cvtting and carrying mea?! wood and 
lwy from Z'Isle aux Oies, belonging to the Religious Ladies of tlte Hotel-Die/! of 
Quebec, lIndcrpain if afine of ten liz'res and of a heavier penaltyfor tlte second 0f­

fence. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by the Religions Ladies of the Hotel-Dieu of this 
city, stating that they are proprietors of the fief and seigniory of Grosse-Isle-aux-Oies, 
upon which seyeral persons, both of the town and places adjoining to the said island, 
go to shoot partridges, wild geese and other game, and even cut down wood and hay 
und commit other depredations which cause considerable injury to the petitioners, and 
t~at as the farmer who is upon the island is unable, of himself, to stop these depreda­
tIOns, the said Nuns pray we will be pleased expressly to prohibit all persons of what­
soev~r quality and condition they may be, from hunting upon the said Isle-aux-Oies 
and Its dependencie~, under pain of a fine of ten l/z;res, and also to prohibit, under pain 
of the same penalties, QIl persons from cutting wood on the said island and takin<T hay 
th f d . ~ 

ere rom, an from domg any other damage; due regard to all which bemg had, 

"\Ve ex ,1 h'b' II .. 
fr p~ess y pro I It a persons of whatever condluon and quality they may be, 

om shooun')' partri 1 'ld . . 
O· , " l ges, WI geese or other game, WIthin the extent of l'Isle-au.". 

Ie" under penalty f fi f zo ° • 

. . 0 a ne 0 ten n res for the first tIme and of a greater penalty 
olD case of a second offe al h' '.. ' 

nce; we so pro Iblt III like manner, all persons, under the 
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same penalties, from cutting and carrying away wood and hay; and these presents 
shall be read and published where necessary, so that no person may plead ignorance. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 21st of February 1738. 

(Signed) HOC QUART. 

[Ord. of 1738, No. 25, Folio 66.] 

Ordinance enjoining tlw sieur Gltarlcs Couillard, seignior if Beaumont, upon a report if 
experts, immediately to place in the mill if the said seigniory, a miller skilful in 
his trade, and until that" time, allowing the inhabitants to take tlteir grain to be 
ground where they please. 

GILLES HOCUUART, &c. 

Between the inhabitants of" the seigniory of Beaumont, plaintiffs, appearing by 
Charles Lecourt, one of them, of the one part; and the sieur Charles Couillard, seig­
nior of Beaumont aforesaid, defendant, of the other part. 

Seeing our ordinance of the thirteenth of February last, stating that upon the agree­
ment made between the parties, to leave it to two persons of experience to judge whe­
ther the miller who at present i~ in the mill of the said seigniory is skilful in his trade 
or not, we gave actc of the nomination made, to wit :-On the part of the sieur de 
Beaumont, of one Joseph Nadeau, and on the part of the plaintiffs, of one Franyois 
Fournier; which experts should first be sworn before the sieur curt of Beaumont, well 
and truly to examine if the said miller is capable or not, of which they would prepare a 
report, which being given to US, we should order what was necessary; and in case the 
said e~'Perts should not agree in opinion, they would choose a third eJ'j)l'rt, who being 
first duly sworn before the said cure faithfully to give his opinion as to the capacity or 
incapacity of the said miller; as to the new demand, made by the said inhabitants 
th<1t the miller of the said mill should be bound not only to grind the wheat belong­
ing to the inhabitants, but also their other grain, the sieur de Beaumont having agreed 
to the justice of the demand and consented to it, we have given acte thereof to the 
plaintiffs, and in consequence order that their other grain be ground in the said mill, 
as well as tlieir wheat; 

The oath taken before the sieur Chasle, priest, cure of Beaumont, on the twenty­
third of the said month, by the said Joseph Nadeau and Fralll;ois Fournier, the de­
claration m<1de on the said day by the said Nadean and Fournier, by which it ap­
pears th<1t the s<1id miller of Beaumont is not at all skilful, which the said arbitrators 
declare they know by the experience of several years; the notice given of the said 
ordinance, the oath taken and the declaration of the above named arbitrators, made to 
the sieur de Beaumont, at the request of the said inhabitants, through Jacques Vie!; 
the palties having been heard, to wit: the said sieur de Beaumont in person, and the 
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said inhabitants, as above stated, by Charles Lecourt, one of them, intrusted with the 

d d seel'ng our order of the fourth of the present month, calling upon the ocuments, an . . 
said sieur de Beaumont to appear for the purpose of placing a good mIner m his mill, 
or allmying his inhabitants to have their grain ground where they please; all which 

being July considered, 

We order the sieur de Beaumont immediately to place in his mill a good miller by 
trade, other than the one at present there, and until it is so done, we allow the Baid in­
habitants to have their grain ground where they please. 

Thus ordered, /Xc. 

Done at Quebec, the 12th March 1738. 

(Signed) 

lOrd. of1739, No. 27, Folio 134.] 

HOCQUART. 

Decree touching the contestations between the proprietors if tlte l~ll's Mingan, and the 
inhabitants on tlu mainland, opposite tlte said islands. 

CHARLES MARQUIS DE BEACIURNOIS, /Xc. 

GILLES HOCQU.\RT, /Xc. 

Upon the contestations which have arisen between the sieur Fleury de la Gorgen 
diere, agent of the India Company, as having married miss Claire Joliet, Marie Mar, 
widow of the late Jean Joliet Mingan, now wife of Jean Louis Volant Dhandebourg 
the said Mars in the name and as tutrix of the minor children of the said late Jem 
Joliet Anticostie, aU heirs of the late Louis Joliet, proprietors of the isle and islets 0 

Mingan, which are on the north side and follow each other as far as the Bay callel 

l'Anse aux Espag,lOls, in virtue of the grant made to the said Louis Joliet, on the lOt 
of March 1679, by Mr. Duchesneau, heretofore intendant in this country, of the on 
part; and the sieur Jacques de la Fontaine de Belcourt, councillor of the superi( 
council, proprietor of a concession on the north side of the river St. Lawrence, b 
virtue of a title from u~, dated first Septemher 1733, and the sieur Pomereau, write 
employed in the king's 8tore, proprietor of another concession, also situate on the sa 
north side, in virtue of another title from us, dated the second of May 1738, of tl 
other part. 

The said contestations havincr arisen in relation to the isles and islands in front of tl 
'd 0 

sal concessions, of which the~said sieurs Lafontaine and Pommereau demand the Ul 

and that they may have concessions granted them by the proprietors of the saidislan( 
so as to enable the t h . . 
h 

m 0 carryon t ell' permanent seal fishing establishments, wbl 
t ey have COffim a 1 . 
1

. ence on t Ie mamland, and to prevent them from being disturb 
t lermu. 
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Having heard the parties, and having given a statement to His Majesty, of the differ­
ences between them, and having proposed that, in maintaining the said sieur de la Gor­
gendiere and his co-heirs in the possession of the said island:3, he should oblige them to 
concede, for a certain amount, to the individuals who have concessions upon the main­
land, the islands they may require, reserving however to the said proprietors concur­
rently with the inhabitants of the mainland, the right of shooting seals throughout 
the whole of the islands, after the time has passed for the regular fishery. 

In consequence of which His Majesty has given us his orders, contained in the letter 
addressed to us by Mr. Ie ccHnte de Maurepas, minister and secretary of state, dated 
the twenty-first of April; in obedience to which we order '-

10. 

That the proprietors of the islands in question shall be bound, upon the first requi­
sition, to concede to the inhabitants of the mainland, the islands situate in front of 
their lands, which they may require {(n' the establishment of their permanent fisheries, 
upon payment of twenty-five livres of rellte, payable to the sieur de la Gorgendiere 
and his co-heirs, for each league concede,1 in front of the said i~lands, wit)! the reserve 
howevel', that the grantors shall have, as heretofore, concurrently with the new gran­
tees,the right of shooting seals after the time is past for the regular fishing. 

20. 

The concessions upon the mainland having been granted to the sieur de la Fontaine 
and Pommereau, only for a certain time, the said rent of twenty-five lirres, for each 
league of the islands, shall only be exacted during the time they shall eJ1ioy the said 
concmsions, or so long as they shall use the fisheries; amI the sieur de la Gorgendiere 
and his co-heirs shall ro-enter into possession of their rights. And in case Hi,; l\faJesty 
should concede to other individuals the same concessions upon the mainland, the new 
grantees shall acquire the same rights as the old ones and shall be bound to the same 
conditions towards the heirs Joliet. 

30. 

The sieurs de la Fontaine and Pomereau shall also be bound, between this and the 
of September next, to demand from the proprietors of the said islands, con­

cessions of the quantity of lanel tl.ey may require upon the front of the said islands, to 
continue their fishing establishments in safety and without hindrance, and in default of 
the proprietors conceding the same, titles shall be given to them in the king's name. 

40. 

If concessions are hereafter grante<l upon the mainland to other individuals besides 
the said sieurs de la FOIJtaine and Pomereau, and that there should be, in front of the 
said conces~io.1S, island, forming part of those conceded to the late sieur Joliet, the 
sieur de la Gorgendiere and his co-heirs shall conform, on their part, to the present 
ordinance. 

Jl2 
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50. 

\'1 e prohibit the sieur de la Gorgendiere and all others, under. the pe~alties impos.ed 
by law, directly or indirectly to distmb the gr.antees .of the mamland m the ~shel1es 
established by them and which they may establIsh untIl the return of next fishmg sea­
son, when they shall h:lye determined upon the number of i"land~ required by them, 

and of which they shall demand conces~,i()ns. 

Made and done, according to Hi~ Majesty'a pleasure, at Quebec, the twentieth of 

September 1,39. 
(Signed) HOCQTJART. 

[Ordce. of 1 HO, 1-'0. 28, [c)lio 24.J 

Ordinance p1"()l,ilJltii?F; the prop} id()rs of the seigniories of the Lac des L'c;(x-lYIlJlltaijllf_!, 
L'L11' Bi::;ard, and others in the ne(!',bourhiHI,J,j~'{)m cUtili//! dawn the oak fit for the 
lJl{i1dill:; '1' the iCilig's ships, lipon the soid scigJli()rics under pain 0/ a fine riftm 
livrcs for each oa7~ tree thcy ?JW!! have cut_ 

GILLES HoeQuART, &c. 

Having been informed that on l'hle J eous, in the seigniories of the Lac (les Deux­
Montagnes, belon.c;~ng to J\I;dame Dargcl,teuil and to r'll'. de Vaudreuil, and 1'181e 
Bizal'd, there i" a considerable number of oak tree] fit fill' the building of the King's 
ve:,scls, we (;xpres,ly prohibit the proprietors of y,[;atwcyer quality or condition they 
may be, from cutting or causing to Le cut any oak trees, until we shall have had the 
same ("xamined and marked, so as to preserve those trees which may be fit for building 
His Majesty's ships, nnder pain, against the offenders, of the confiscation of the wood 
cut, and 01' a fine of ten Z i cloes for each oak true they shall thus have cut down. 

The said fine payalJ1e to the informers. 

We charge the judjes of the place, the officers of militia, and others to whom it may 
appertain, to see to the execution of our present ordinance, which is to be read, pu­
blishd and postEd up \\-herever lleccooary so that no person may plead ignorance of the 
same. 

We enjoin them to give us notice, or to give notice to our deputy at Montreal, of 
aU infringements of these presents. 

Done and given at Quebec, the twentieth of March 1740. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 
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[Ordce. of 1740, No. 28, folio 55.) 

Ordinance for the preservation oj re(l pine trees, (fit for the masts rif His JYlajc.sly's 
vessels), grolcillg in the neighborhood of Lake Champlain, awl on the banks of the 
Ric'cr Richelieu, z'n the seigniory oj Sorel j and prohibiting the cllttillg of any 
such trees, uncle;- a penalty oj fifty livres for eo.ch tree so cut j and of doUble that 
sum in the c:J,se oj a second offence. 

GILLES HOCQUAttT, &c. 

As it is necessary to provide proper materials for the construction of the vessels which 
His l'Ibjesty has ordered to the built, in this country, and of those w'hich may hereaf­
ter be built therein; and as we ha\-C) noticed, during our yi.,it on the bonlers of Lake 
Champlain and elsewhere, the vill'ious pine forests fit for that v"e, and particularly 
one of a league in extent in the seigniol'Y of Sorel, on the banks of the River Riche­
lieu, commencillg half a league above fOL,t Sorel on the left side, ascending tho 
River, in which is found a considerable quantity,,:' red pine of g'J,J quality and fine 
proportions, very suitable for ship's m:l:,ts, we h2.-;e t';Yl,'C,'ht it rroper, for the good of 
the King's service, to make the following ordinanee, whi'.h wiJ: !wt only attain that 
object, but will be advantageous to Dame de Ramesay, seigui.c::- ~n,l proprietress of 
Sorel whom w,-, have heard on the sul)ject, and also to the tenants tLJ.t we have met 
on the spot. That i~ to say: 

Fint!,:!. 

We prohibit any whomsoever, from felling or c:l.ucing to be fellod, allY red pine 
trees in the extent of the fore~t above described, without our exl']'c~~ Dwl written per­
mission, under a penalty of fifty lincs, for each tl'8e so fell('d, and of double that sum 
in case of a repetition of the oflt'UCc, whieh penalties ~hall belong tu the inf(Jrmer. 

Secondly. 

And, with a view more efleetually to induce the owner of the said "eigni(Il'y and thO} 
tenants thereof, in the extent above m.311tioned to preserve the snid tr('('s, we hereby 
promise that, wheneyer we sh:l.ll order come. of the sDid pines to be cut down, we will 
cause the following sums to be paid to them, that is to say: 

Three liurrs for each red pine tree, measuring when Rtril'ped of its bark, twenty­
four inches and more in diameter at the large end, taken standing; thirty sols for those 
measuring twenty-three inches and less, dO\\,11 tn nineteen illchc~; and twenty sols 
only fiJI' those measuring from eighteen inches to fiiiecn. 

We also prohibit all inhabitant.s either rc,;idcnts or not, from mo king any fire in the' 
said forest, except in such places aA shall be pointed out to them, by Jean Mnnd:,\'ille, 
r('silliug at the said pIneo, and whom 'we han' appointed to that effeet. under a penalty 
of ten liefC's against the offending partie,,; who are hereby ordered to extinguish their 
said firos whell thpy leave them. 
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And we enjoin all the captains and other militia officers of the place, to contribute 

to the execution of the present ordinance, and we particularly charge the said Jean 
Mandeville with the presE'l'vation of the said pine forest, and to see that the fire does 
not spread therein; and we order him to notify ~s in case of contravLution to these 

presents, on pain of being made personally respon~lblc for the same. 

The present ordinance shall be read and published, on the first of May, of each year, 
at Sorel, at the is~ue of divine service, in the morning, so that no one may plead 

ignorance thereof. 

Done at Montreal, on the twentieth of J Ulle 1740. 

Signed, HOCQUART, 

fOrdce. of 1742, NC!, 30, folio 4,J 

Ordinance 7chleh, upon the Tctit-ion 0/ the lYIissionaries and tenants of the seigllioi 1j af 
Contrec(Rlt1', gmnts act to the Sieur de Contrec(Rur, the yo;mger, co-seigni(Jf,oj 
his f!ffer, and JJamits him to erect (~ grist-mill, in the said seigllzo)'y, the right of 
bwwlite,in all the said :;eigniory lwcillg been transferred to him, by all the 

other eo-sei:;'i/io)'s, 

GILLES HOeQUART, &c, 

Between the mission 'Tics and tenants of the parish and seigniory de Contrecreur, 
plaintiffs, by petition answered by us, on the 28th of March last pa,.t; of the one 
part ; 

And Franc;ois Antoine de Pecauel,)', Esquire, Eeignior of Contrecceur aforesaid, cap· 
tain in the detachment of mmine; and Dame IIhrie Francoise de ContreCGmr, widow 
of the Sicur Jean Louib de la COTne, K,,}uir(;, Sieur de Chapt, in his life time knighl 
of the military order of St, Louis, the King's Lieutenant in the town of Montreal 
defendant, summoned to answer the said petition; of the other part; 

And Sieur J ean Fran~ois Volant de Fo"ceneuve, seil'Tlior, of part of the 6aid sei 
gniory of Contrecceur, also detendant; of the other part ~ 

,And the ,Sieur Pecaudy de ContrecCBur, the younger, Eaquire, ensign in th 
sald troops, mtervening party, by petition, by us answered on the said day 28th Marc 
last past, of the othe~ part. 

Seeing the petition of the said miasionaries and tenants of Contrecceur, pravi'1g, f( 
t he reasons ther ' 'd 1 ' r 

C 
em eontame , t l:J.t It may please tn, to order that the co-sei "leurs I 

OTltrecCBur shall 'tl' 1. d 1 . " , ' to ban l' h ' ' WI, ll~ t I ~ e ay t'J be by u" fixe-l, bwld a puhlic grlst-mlll, un mouh 
a , In t e SaId selgmo "d h 'd 1'. '" ' ' , d 1 ,I 1 ~ ry, .. n tat, 111 elault of so c1'JlIW Wlthm the SaId delay, It ! 

ee anl t lat they have [, r£ 't d h' ',1 " ," 
• 0 CI e t err oalu. pnnlege of banalite ; and that it be grant( 



to any of the inhabitants or others of the said Beigniory desirous of building such mill 
within a year and a day. 

The said Sieurs de Contrecceur, father and son, having declared that they will not 
erect such a mill, in consequence of the multiplicity of joint-sei;niora who have the 
same priv:lege with tl:em; seeing abo our ordinance of the 28th of Man:h last, at the 
bottom of the said petition, to the effect that it should be communicated to the 
said seigniors of Contrecceur, for them to appear before us, within the delay of the said 
ordinance, and the service of the said petition and o~dinance made at the request of 
the said plaintifE~ upon the Sieurs de Contrecceur, the father and son, and upon the 
said Dame Widow de la Come, by Decoste, a bailiff of Montreal, on the twenty-sixth 
of April also last part, together with a summons to appear before us, on the twenty­
eighth day of June following, at nine of the clock, in the forenoon; also another ser­
vice of the said petition and ordinance, made at the request of the said plaintiffs, upon 
the Sieur Volant de Fosseneuve, by Monmerque, a bailiff, at Contrecceur, on the eighth 
day of May also last pa3t, with summons for the same day. 

The petition in intervention of the said Sieur de Contrecceur, the younger, to the 
effect that, for the reasons therein enumerated, it may please us to allow him to inter­
vene in the demand made by the said missionaries and tenants of Contrecceur; and 
that adjudging upon his said intervention, we may order that, in consequence of his 
offers, of which he pmys act, he will, within such delay as it may please us to grant, 
erect the mill in question, upon the charges, clauses and conditions that he will be and 
remain the proprietor thereof, antl that the right of bannlite, in all the extent of the 
said seigniory of Contrecceur shall belong thereto exclusively; at the bottom of which 
said last mentioned petition is found our ordinance of the 28th of March last past, to 
the end that it should be communicated to the proprietors andjoint-seigniors of the 
said seigniory de Contrecceur, tu appear before us within the delay fixed by the or­
dinance. 

Our ordinance made between the parties on the said twenty-eighth of June last 
past, by which we oI'dered that the parties should be heard before us, in fifteen days 
from the service of our ordinance, during which time, the parties were held to com­
municate to each other, the deeds, documents and papers of which they intend to make 
use, in order that, upon the whole being submitted to us, justice may be done between 
the said parties, and act is granted to the Sieur de Fosseneuve, of the appointment 
by him made of the Sieur Poulin, gentleman, of this town, as his attorney, at whose 
rebidcnce, he has elected his domicile, for the pw-pose of all services to be made, in 
relation to the present case. 

Seeing also, the deed passed, on the fourth of May last, before Me. Latour, Royal 
nutary, in the jurisdiction of this town, and authorized to exerci.e the same fonctions, 
at Montreal, by which deed, the said Sieur de Contrecceur, the father, and the said 
Dame \\'idow de la Come, agree that the said missionaries, or tenants, or any other 
person be authorized to erect a banal mill, in the said seigniory of Contrecceur; and 



10 thnt effect they conSent that the privilege: which they have of erecting a mill, and 
the right of 6(1I1'1l1t.:: which belong8 to them, in all the C'xtent of the said seigniory be 
transmitted to whomsoever will undert Ike well and duly to build a grist-mill in the 
said seicrniorv niyina up ,,;ld (1c"j tinO" )i"m the said rights and privileges which tlwy 

,~ ." ,:) 0 0 

abandon, c('(ln and transicr to \,·]111)11 '<IC','Ul' shall be authorized to build the iOaid mill, 
upon condition that he ,yill bind ;,imcc]~' to erect tIl!.? ... ,1;,1 mill, and place the same in 

a ~tat2 I" make fl"llI, v.ithin one year JU1lll t~18 date n;the said deed, orfi:om the date 
of the ordimlll<'e which ill"Y he made, on I)J,in of payment of all costs, damages and 
intere;t and to be c!J;npcllc,l thereto, by all lmvful means, 

~I,.lso the service (,f tile> wid ckeel, at t]:c cliligence of tIle said missionaries and te­
n~nt" of COlltrecG..'ur, upon the :'.:l:,1 Sienl' Volant de Fll,iseucuvc, and to the late iJi,'ur 
Volant de Henau!t, in hi~ lift,":n1f', joillt-,ocir;l1ior of the said c,ei,Ciaiory of Contrecreur ; 
and the F'I\\'C'I' of attorney LeQril1,'o date 1-11 tho :2~;,h I,f June I",t, by which the said 
Sieul' de FU";OC'llE'll"·C, authOlize; t'18 Sic'lU' Poulin to do all ttJin,;,,; Tlc(u,;ary to T)ut an 
end to the suit which i 3 now pemliil';' Ll'l~)p] U8, between hi1l1 and the ;niJ missionaries 
and t011;11It.: of CClltrc"rcnr, rC'Sj')ectil1'r the lHliwlite of tLe mill, either by compro­
mIse, accept,Jl'l:S of the whole ol'the :aiJ mill, aIll1uQI rent, or sum of money once 
paid, 

And our order of this ell)' to cO;c1pel the Sieul' Poirier, agent for the said plaintiffi 
as well ;1' £'r thE' 28icl SieHr de C011trccam" t; .. ) L,tl ' c',', (::1'1 illt.' said Dame -Widow 
de la Corn:'; the Raid Sieur Puuli:1, iil hi,; capaciiy aforesaid, and the said Sieur dE 
Cnntrc('(:\i_: 1

', the y(jul1.~cr, t~) f.lppcar before us. 

Hil\'in" heard tiw partie.', now present, and the '.L<ltc'ment of the said Sieur Poulin 
in hi~ said c;;r:1ci1y, that the said F03Se!leUye offers to build the ,did mill, to put it in 1 

fit state 1'1 make flour, ,,·itLin two YC'ClL'" hom this d~I.!' ; and tile offer made by the saii 
Sieul' de Contl'cclcnr, the ),":111'2.'.';', here also pTcsent, to build the said mill, withh 
the present yc'w; and that, eYe"]' if the '~aid Fosseneuve will have it Luilt, during thl 
same lk!:'y, he conscnh thereto; and is willing that the banalite be transmitted t( 
him, in all the extent of t,;L' ;,aiel seigniory of Contrecceur, 

And c"miae-ring th3 whole, WI..: have ,L;l':mteel act to the p:nties of their respectivi 
offers ana cnH:iC'IlL ; and adjuc1,c;ing as well upon til() demand of the said mi,sionarie 
and tenants, as upon the into! Ycn,ion of ri,r: E:'ieur de Contrecrenr, the vounO'er, we d, 

11 ' h' J t:J 
aut onzc 1m, the ,';Iiel Sicur de Cont1'ccC'll}', fIe YOl;n:cr, to build the said mil' 
with,in one yea~; unless the said Sieur de Fosseneu~e do,' within fifteen days after th 
serVice upon hIm of Gur prc'(,~lt ordinance, ma}..:e Li:< declaration at the office ofth 
clerk of the jmicliction of ~',Iuntreal ,h:~t he consents to build the said mill, in the sam 
delay of one veflr on tIle ,1;1'" d '1 1 bl" , , 

, J • , ce'.l" .]"]b an WIt 1 t 1e same a 19atlons and pnvIlecres mm 
honea as \\'nll' th eli f I I~' , " to , 

, " ~. m e e ct 0 t 16 \.111'" 3 ;)t:[(1) COi 1 ;·,cil, of the ~l"h June 1686, as 1 
the petItIon in inte"· " ',' 1 '1 ,.. , 

d f' ,'I .1tl0,1 (" t,l<:' Sall> ·)!CUT de Contrecreur tlw Y'J]:ll'",r and 1 
e dult ]", the ,~' 1 "':', 'd F ",' . ,- , 

d'" J ,."H .. IL Ul e i OSSenl'UH~ makma h18 ,,::llcl dechration \yithin fiftce 
Cl)" as aforesaid h '11 1 11 d to , 

, ," C WI not J'" a owe to erect the said mill' :llld by virtue of tl: 
prespnt ordinance tl 'd S' 1,' ' 

, le sal deur I '.' Cont;·C'Cll'ur, the youn~!'('r, shall be beld to ere, 
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the ~ame wit~in one year; as he is hereby authorized to do, on pain of aU costa, damag~ 
and mterest, m favor ofwhomsoov81' it may appertain, 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the 13th of February 1742. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 

[Ord. ofl'742 , No. 3D, Folio 24.J 

Ordinance forbiddin!j the inha&it(tIlts of Bcauport to pass on the dornain of the Sip-ur 
Duchesnay, under (t ]Jcndt;;, of three heres, a?J: ordering them to pass through 
the old 'load, wilholvt, ho/cc "er, cuuin,:; or carl'yin!; ami!! any 2cood upon the lands 
on either side, on pain.of the penalty established by Zaw. 

GILLEt; HOCQULnT, &c. 

Upon the petition pl'0sented to us by Antoine J uchereau, Esquire, seignior of Beau­
port, alleging t1lat he has reserved for him.,df a certain domain, at the extremity of 
which he has gn,nted several concessions, and that, with a view to facilitate the travel­
ing of his tenants, during wiilter, from their lalldi to this town, a road has been granted 
to them, of which a small portion was on the fief of the Sieur de la Valtrie, and the 
remainder on the fief of the petitioner, which said road has been used by the said in­
habitants for more than forty year~; 

That about three years ago, tho inhabitants not finding any more wood to carry 
away, either on the rig'ht or on the left ,i,le of'the said road, as they were wont to do 
wl1ilst they made n;e of it, having destroyed the wood upon more than 100 superficial 
arpents of gTound; and findin,,:,( tlw road too long to carryon the same busine,;;, with­
out being dctected, they ha\'c opened a new roatl in the centre of the petitioner's 
domain, where they cut and carry c"vay wood, as they have done all along the old road; 

That, if this is tolerated, the said petitioner's domain will soon be denuded of timber, 
inasmuch as t1.18 said inhabitants carryon no other business than that of bringing wood 
to town for sale, t<JJ.;:ill,C'; good care, howcycr, of the timber growing on their o,,-'n lands, 
and keeping it for themselves; so that in a short time the petitioner will be com­
pelled to buy wood for his own use, unless the injustice complained of be provided 
against: 

Wherefore he prays that it may please us to prohibit all the inhabitants of the seig­
niory of Beauport to pass, in future, at any season wh:Jtever, through the road which 
they have made in the middle of the l'ctitilmer'~ domain, about three years ago, under 
such penalty as it ma.y please us to impose; and to order that the said inhabitants 
shall, for thc future, as they have done for forty F~::l,rs, use the old raod which was 
granted to them to facilitate the communication betwC'en their lands and the town; 
also to forbid them to cut and carry away any wood which may be found on either side 
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of the said old road, on pain of the fine imposed. by the ordinance, and that our ordi· 
nance in the premises shall be read and published a~ the church door of Beau port 
aforesaid, at the issue of divine service in the mormng, so that no one may plead 

ignorance thereof. 

Considering all which, we expressly prohibit all the inhabitants of the seigniory of 
Beauport hereafter to pass, at any season v;hatever, through the road which they have 
made in the centre of the domain of the said Sieur Duchesnay, under a penalty of 
three livTes, over and aboye the payment of all cost, and damages incurred by the said 

SiL'Ul' Duchesnay; 

And we order that the said inhabitants do, in future, use the old road granted to 
them to facilitate the communication with their lands, and we prohibit their cutting 
or caITying away any wood that may be foun,l on either side of the said old road, on 
pain of the fine imposed by the ordinance made on that subject; 

And that our present ordinance be read and publitihed at the church door of the 
parish of Beauport, at the issue of diyine ~ervice in the morning, so that none of the 
inhabitants of the said parish of Beauport may plead ignorance thereof. 

Thus ordered, [.::c. 

Done at Quebec, the eighth day of March one thousand seven hundred and forty. 
two. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 

[Ord.ofl7cl2, No. 30, Folio 5.:>.] 

Ordinancc condemning all tlie inhabitants of the sei.;niory oj Ar[ir:ntc7la1/ to 71clxe their 
grain ground at the milt of the said seignioT1j, IInder :z penalty of 10 liues 

aga~nst the contraveniug parties, the said peiloZly ]JayaUe to the faurique of the 
pansh of St. Fmnr;ois; and also condemning several inhabitants therein na,izrrl 
to pay to tlw Siew' Jolin, miller, toll (mouture) for the space of time duri:lg v'hich 
they hare abstained from having their ?chcc/t grolu;d et th~ said mill, the said toll 
to be paid either in 1l"her!t or in malley, at their opt.ion. 

GILLES HOCQGART, &c. 

Between Simon Jolin, miller of the mill of Argentenay, plaintiff by petition, of the 
one pa:t; and Jacques Asselin, farmer of the said place, defendant: both parties 
appeanng pers0l1211 y. 

Seeincrt11·'sa~dpr.····0 11· . h .JJ 
f 
," v , uHl n a egmg that t e Sale acques Asselin and other inhabitant! 

o _l.l'crcntenay afore '"iJ 1 a' r 1 "'d . .~.~, l' e, 101' severa years, refu.ied to briner their wheat to bE 
grOlll at the s~ild mill under tl . . h .. ." 
alth h·· .' 1e pletext t at the plamtlff manufactures bad flour 

oug It 18 notonous that he hId . 
desinterested . as a ways ma e It very good, as he offers to prove bl 

WItnesses; 
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Alleging further that the defendant has, by his assertions, induced other inhabitants 
to abstain from carrying their grain to be ground at the said mill, and among others, 
Jean Bolduc, Michel Campagna, Jacques Labbe, Jean Asselin, one Plante, Langels, 
Joseph and Simon Campagna; that this conduct on the part of the said defendant and 
the above named, is the more reprehensible as, by the regulations of police and by an 
edict ofRis Majesty's state council, pronounced on the subject of banal mills, they are 
bound to carry their wheat to the said mill ; 

And concluding that it may please us to cause the said Jacques Asselin to be sum 
moned before us, in order that he be condemned to pay the said Jolin the quantity of 
wheat due to him for the toll (moutw'e) to which he is justly entitled for the period of 
time during which he has failed to bring his wheat to be ground at the said mill; and 
further that the said Asselin be held to have his wheat ground there in future, under 
the penalties imposed by our ordinance of the 1st day of the present month, at the 
bottom of the said petition, by which it was ordered that the whole should be commu­
nicated to the said Asselin, in order that the said parties might be heard thereon be­
fore us, on the 4th instant; 

Also our order of the same day, by which, after hearing the parties, it was ordered 
that the following individualR, to wit, Drouin, Louis Golin, Claude Dion and Jean 
Baptiste Martineau, would be heard this day on the subject in question. 

The petition presented to us by the said defendant, praying that it may please us 
to cite before us Jean Asselin, Joseyh Guyon, Jean Emow1, Simon Campagna, one 
J .. angelier, Jean Bilodeau, Pierre Plante, Jacques Labl)(:, Louis Allaire, Augustin 
Landry, Augustin Marsan, Franyois Emond and Joseph Dompierre, and any other 
inhabitant of Argentenay aforesaid, to be heard as witnesses before us, reopecting the 
allegations of the said plaintiff's petition, without prejudice to other f(lcts respecting 
which he reserves his right to examine the said \vitnesses. 

Our order at the bottom of the said last mentioned petition, granting him leave to 
summon before us the above named witnesses, for this day; also the notification of the 
said petition and order to the said witnesses, at the diligence of the said defE'l1lIant, by 
Joseph Beaudoin, a militia officer; a paper writing presented to us by the plaintiff, by 
which he declares that he persists in the conclusions of his said petition. 

Seeing also our ordinance of the 23rd June 1736, made in consequence of the petition 
presented to us by several of the inhabitants of the said seiglliory of Argentenay, and 
having heard the parties and their witnesses, 

We order that all the inhabitants of Argentenay aforesaid shall be held to have their 
grain ground at the said mill, under a penalty of 10 liHes against each of the contra­
vening parties, the said fine payable to the fabrique of the parish of St. Fralll;ois, in 
the Island of Orleans, to which the said inhabitants belong; 

We further order the said Jolin, miller, to keep his said mill always in good order, 
and moreover to comply with the regulations made in respect to banal mills, under 
the penalties imposed by the same. 

c2 
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We condemn' the inhabitants hereinafter named to pay to the said miller the tolls 
(mnutures) due to him for the time during which t~ey have failed to .bring their corn 
to be ground at the said mill, as they have confessed It before us, to WIt: 

The said J acque~ ~\.,;;clin to pay 5 minots ; Jean Bilodeau, 2 minots and 2 moutures; 
Michel CamV"'ina, 1 minot; Jacques Labbe, 3 minots; Jean Asselin, 2 minots; Pierre 
Plante, ~ j minots; Langelier, 2 minots; Joseph Campagna, 1 minot; and Simon 

Campagna, absent, 4 minots; 

Which said reimbursement, the said inhabitants shall be held to make in wheat or 
in money, at the rate of 3 livres per minot, at their option. 

The costs to be equally divided; in consequence the said Jolin shall pay to the said 
Drouin, Dion, Martineau and (30lin, witncsses by him summoned, 3 livres each; and 
the said Asselin b:,all pay to the said Gervais, Emond, Dompierre, Landry, Bissonet, 
Fran~ois and l\Iiehd Emond, witnesses by him produced and heard, a like sum of 3 
livres to each, fiJI' their travelling expenses ±i:om the Island of Orleans to this town. 

Thus ordered, &e. 

Done at Quebec, on the eleventh day of July one thousand lIeven hundred and 
forty-two. 

(Sigmecf) HOC QUART. 

[Ord.of1742, No. 30, Folio 58.] 

Order given to Noel Langlois dit Traversy and Pierre Abraham dit Desmarets, to go 
to the head of the River St. Pral//;ms, for the purpose of examining the timber fU 
for the building of 1'csscls and masts; and to make a 'written rep07t thereon. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Noel Langlois dit Traversy is ordered to depart immediately with Pierre Abraham 
rut Desmarets, and go to the head of the river St. Franyois, for the purpose of exa­
mining the wood growing there, either red pine, oak or any other timber suitable for 
the building of vessels for His Majesty, and for making masts. 

The said Traversy and Desmarets shall attentively observe the quality of the said 
timber, its size, diarnE'ter and length, and whether it is knotty; they shall examine 
the nature of the soil, the conveniences or difficulties to be met with in drawing the 
said timber to the bank3 of the river, of all which they shall make a detailed written 
report. 

Done at Quebec, on the eighteenth day of July one thousand seven hundred and 
forty-two. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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fOrd. of 1739, No. 30, Foiio 68.1 

Second regulation between the proprietars if the Island.s Mingan and the glo'ntee& 11ft 

the mainland, opposite the said islands. 

CHARLES MARQUIS DE BEAUHARNOIS, &c. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Upon the contestations existing between the heirs of the late Sieurs Joliet and LB.­
lande, proprietors of the Islands and ItiJots Mingan, in virtue of the grant to them 
made, or to their predecessors, on the 19th March 1679, by Mr. Duchesneau, hereto­
fore intendant in this country; and the owners of several concessions on the mainland, 
opposite to the said islands and islets, with respect to the seal fisheries which have 
been established by the latter, we did, as far back as the 30th September 1739, make 
a regulation which, among other provisions therein contained, fixes the rents to be paid 
by the said grantees to the said Sieurs Joliet and Lalande, for the use of the islands 
situate in front of theil" lands and which they should require to canyon the fisheries 
aforesaid; 

But the said regulation not having been carried into effect, we have communicated 
to His Majesty the new representations made hy the heirs of the said Siems Joliet and 
Lalande, npon which His Majesty has sent us his orders contained in the despatch 
which the Count de Maurepas has written to us, on the 12th April last, and in exe­
cution thereof, 

We, not regarding the regulation of the 30th September 1739, which we have re 
voked and annulled, and maintaining the said heirs Joliet and Lalande in their right of 
property, have ordered as follows, to wit : 

10. 

The proprietors of islands and islets shall be held, on the first application to that 
effect by the tenants on the mainland, to grant them the islands and i,;]ets situate 
opposite to and along their grants on the mainland, and which they shall require for 
the establishment of their permanent fisheries; the said grant to be for and during the 
time they shall be in possession of their grants on the mainland, subject, in [wor of the 
proprietors of the islands and islets aforesaid, to the payment of one and a half per cent 
of the annual produce of the said fisheries, in oil and seal skins. 

20. 

The said rent shall be paid to the proprietors of the said islands in kind, at Quebec, 
on the arrival of the vessels from the fishing grounds. 

30. 

The proprietor~ of the said islands and islets shall, a, heretofore, be allowed to hunt 
the seals with guns, concuTI'enlly with the grantees of the mainland, upon the said 
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islands and islets, at the expiration of the season of permanent fishery; they shaH 
not, however, be allowed to establish any permanent fishery, in cotlEideration of the 
above rent, inasmuch as two fisheries can only injure each other by being too close. 

40. 

Should any grant of land on the mainland be made hereafter to other individuals 
besides the present grantees, the owners of the said islands shall be held to grant them 
the i,;lands and islets upon the term~ mentioned in the first and second articles ofthi8 
regulation; and, in default of so doing, deeds shall be granted to them in the name 01 
His Majesty. 

50. 

As to the alTears due by the Sieur Pommereau up to this day, we have established 
them at the rate mentioned in the said first article, and order that he shall pay them, 
in money, to the said heirs Joliet and Lalande, from the year 1740 (the date of the 
certificate of ratification of his grant on the mainland), according to the prices at which 
seal oil and seal skins wlCre sold in the year 1742 by him, the said Siem Pommereau, 
who will be bound to declare and attest it. 

We order that the present regulation be executed between the parties, according 
to its tenor and effect. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-seventh day of August one thousand seven hundrec 
and forty-two. 

(Signed) BEAUHARNOIS, and 

HOC QUART. 
Countersigned and sealed. 

True copy, 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 

[Ord. of 1743, No. 31, Folio 160.] 

Ordinance annulling anoth:r ordinance in theform if a regulation, if the month if Sep 
tember 1739, and whzeh puts an end to tlte dijJiculties and contestations wh-ich Itav 
ar~en between dame widow Pommereau, one if the heirs Joliette and Lalande, pro 
prtetors if tlte Islands Mingan. 

CHARLES MARQUIS OF BEAUHARl\OIS, &c. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

In consequence of the contestations which have arisen between the late sieur Porn 
• mereau, now represented by hi . d . . 

s W1 ow, owner and propnetor of a apace of grounc 
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ha'\'ing five leagues in front, on the coast of Labrador, at a place called Gros lvIecatina, 
and the heirs Joliet and the sieur Jacques Lalande, owners and proprietors of the 
islands Mingan, situate on the said coast, in virtue of the said grant to them made, and 
to their successors, by the late sieur Duchesneau, intendant, on the tenth of March 
1679, we have, as early as the month of September 1739, made our ordinance in the 
form of a regulation, which, among other things, fixed a rent of twenty-five heres for 
each league of islands which the proprietors should be obliged to concede to the own­
ers of lands on the mainland, to enable them to carry on their permanent seal fish­
eries; and having informed His Majesty that new representations had been made to 
us by the said heirs and representatives of the sieur Lalande, respecting the insuffi­
ciencyof the said rent, it has pleased His Majesty to send us last year His orders on 
the subject, together with these presents. 

We, in consequence of the said orders, and setting aside our said ordinance, which 
is hereby annulled, and with a view to maintain the said heirs and the said sieur La­
lande, as much as is necessary, in the ownership and possession of the said Mingan 
Islands, order as follows, to wit: 

10. 

That the heirs J oliette and Jacques Lalande, or his repretentatives, shall be held on 
the first demand, to concede to the grantees of lands on the main, or those who shall 
obtain such grants hereafter, the islands, islets and banks laying opposite to, and along 
their said lands, and which they shall require for the benefit of their permanent fisheries, 
the said grantees to enjoy the said islands, &c., as long as they shall remain in posses­
sion of their lands on the main, and for and in consideration of a rent of three per cent 
upon the total amount of the seal oil and seal skins produced by the said fisheries, the 
said rent payable either in kind or in money, at the option of the proprietors of the 
said islands, islets and banks, on the arrival of the produce of the said fisheries, or if 
the said produce is shipped directly from the fishing grounds for France, the said rent 
shall be payable in money, in the course of October in each year, according to the cur­
rent prices of the said produce at Quebec. 

20. 

And we prohibit the proprietors of the said islands to establish any permanent fish­
ery between the islands so conceded, or even on those that they may still retain, near 
enough to disturb or interfere with those that may be established by the proprietors of 
lands on the main, within the extent of their grants, under the penalties imposed by 
law. 

30. 

The proprietors of the said islands may, however, hunt the seals with guns, jointly 
with the said grantees of the mainland, after the expiration of the period of penna­
nent fishing. 

40. 

And, as to the rent due by the said widow Pommereau, for the use and occupation 
of the islands opposite her concession on the main, fi'om the first year thereof to wit: 
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from the year 1739 to 1742, we have fixed it as follows,. to cont~nue from year to year, 
during all the time she shall possess her land on the n:am, to WIt, three per c~nt of t~e 
produce of the said fisheries in oil and skins. Sh~ WIll, h~wever, pay the saId rent m 
money only, for the four years of her said occupatIo~, that IS to say fi'om the year 17~2 
to the present year inclusively, according to the pnces by her obtamed for the Sald 

produce. 

Done at Quebec, the fourth day of October 1743. 

Countersinged and scaled. 

(Signed) 

A true copy. 

(Signed) 

BEAUHARNOIS, and 

HOCQUART. 

HOCQUART. 

[Ord. of 1745, No. 33, Folio 53.J 

Judgment rendered between the sieurs Gourdeanx, proprietors if the fiifs Beauheu an 
Lagrossardiere, in tl~e bland if 01""'1/118, and the sieur lYoel, an inlwbitant, prl 
prietor if several lands in tlu said fiif; and condemning the latter to yay to the sal 
GOllrdeallJ', twenty-one years if arrears if cens et rentes, with a r/rduction if 01 

fou1·tl~ as therein specified, and to renew his deed and acknowledgment, pasSIJT tit 
nouvel et reconnaissance, infal'Or if the said Gourdeaux. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Between the sieurs Jacques and Pierre Gourdeaux, and demoiselle Marie An 
GourdealLx, wife of Nicolas Fran<;ois Langlois, Esquire, seignior of Crebmuf, co~ 
cillor in the parliament of Rouen, heirs, subject to the benefit of an inventory he 
tiers sous benefice d'inventaire of the sieur Jacques Gourcl.:aux, their father, and in tl 
quality, proprietors of the fiefs of Beaulieu aml Lagrof,~anli "fe, situate at the poin1 
the Island of Orleans, plaintiffs, 1j petition, by L',- answered on tLe 8th of April 17 
and also defendants in the incidental demalJd (.f Pierre Noel, hereinafter mention 
the said sieur Jacques Gourdaaux attorney ad ncgotia for his said brother and ois1 
and appearing in person, of the one part; and Pierre Snel, in)mbitant and proprif 
of several lands in the said fief, defend::mt on the petition afureo:lid, and incidel 
plaintiff, according to the written document by him pre-cented on the 12th of the ! 

month of April, and also personally present, of the other part. 

Seeing the said petition, alleging that the said Pierre Noel owns in the said f 
several lands described in a statement annexed to the said petition, respecting 
rents of which the said' G 1 . h' ". . .., f 
1
. '. Sleur oun eaux, III IS qualitIes aforesald, 18 deSIrous 0 

t Illg WIth hIm, and that h h t b 1 1 ] . . e as no een a ) e to ([0 so, III consequence of certam ( 
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culties raised by the said Pierre Noel, who pretends that the cens et rentes of the 
lands which he possesses in the said fiefs, are subject to the reduction of one-fourth, 
although the greater number of the grants made to his predecessors are dated in 1652 
and 1659. 

That the said sieur Gourdeaux is desirous of renewing his deed with the said Pierre 
Noel, desire passer titre nouvel et reconnaissance, for the said lands; wherefore he prays 
that, as the enumeration of the said lands is contained in a statement annexed to the 
said petition, and as the deeds of concession of the same are therewith produced, it 
may please us to summon the said Pierre Noel before us, and to order him to bring 
his deeds respecting the said lands by him possessed as aforesaid, which he has pro­
mised to justify and prove; and that he be condemned to pay to the sieur Gourdeaux 
in his said qualitie3, twenty-foUT years of cen8 et rentes for the lands which he possesses 
in the said fief of Beaulieu and Lagrossardiere, either in money or by exhibiting re­
ceipts for the same, according to the conditions made with him or with his predecessors; 
and moreover to renew his deeds, passer titre nouvel et reconnaissance for the said lands, 
and in default of his so doing, that the judgment to be pronounced in this cause shall be 
equivalent thereto, in favor of the sieur Gourdeaux, in his said qualities, with costs. 

Seeing also our ordinance of the 8th April of the said year 1741, to the end that 
the said petition be communicated to the said Pierre Noel, to appear before us on the 
following Wednesday, the twelfth of the said month, and that he be held to produce the 
deeds by virtue of which he possesses lands in the said fiefs of Beaulieu and Lagros­
sardiere; and the service of the said ordinance and petition upon the said Pierre 
Noel, by Clesse, a bailiff, on the 10th of April last, at the request of the said sieur 
Gourdeaux, in his said qualities, the said service accompanied by a summ0ns to appear 
before us on Wednesday, the twelfth of April instant, to answer and proceed upon 
the said petition and onlinance. 

Seeing moreover a written defence by the said Pierre Noel, to the petItIOn of the 
said sieur Gourdeaux, not served, dated on the said twelfth day of April, alleging, 
among other things, that he is indebted to the sieur Gourdeaux in a sum of one hun­
dred and thirty-nine livres four sols, and also forty-eight capons, for cens et rentes, but 
that the said sieur Gourdeaux owes him the following items, to wit, 

lo.-For work done to his house, a sum of one hundred and thirty-seven liNes ten 
80ls, as per account now exhibited, and for the amount of which be brings an inciden­
tal demand, lmless the said sieur Gourdeaux prefers to have the said work estimated 
by experts to be named by the parties or by us ex qfficio. 

20.-Twenty pounds of pork, at three pence per pound. 

30.-Twenty bundles of straw, at ten livres per hundred. 

40.-And eight capons to be deducted from the forty-eight, by him due to the said 
sieur Gourdeaux, amounting together the said four sums, to one hundred and thirty­
nine livres ten sols, and eight capons, whereby it appears that he owes to the said sieur 
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Gourdeaux forty capons, and that the latter owes him ten sols in money. And the BI 

Pierre Noel produces a receipt in full, from the late sieur Gourdeau, his father, dnl 
on the 20th of November 1716; that consequently he can only be indebted for I 

rf'llt.; accrued since that day. He also produces another receipt in full, from the sil 
Parlier, brother of the sieur Gourdeaux, by his mother's side, acting for his moth 
in her capacity of agent for her husband, the said sieur Gourdeaux, the elder, da' 
on the 18th of ~ovember 1724, the said last receipt discharging the said Noel from 
dues, excepting the rents of a certain land called "Dufort", whereby it appears t 
the rents of all the lands by him possessed, can only run from the 18th of Novem' 
1724, excepting, however, the rents of the land "Dufort", which run from the 20t1 
November 1716; that this being established, it is now necessary to show the quanl 
of lands possessed by the said Noel and the rents and dues with which they are charg 

That he owns, firstly, three aI}lents ofland in fi'ont, charged with a rent oftwe 
sols per arpents, and with three capons for the four arpents, one of which four arpf 
is possessed by his son who is bound to pay all rents and dues, either due or to acCI 
namely, twenty sols and a capon per annum: showing that the said Noel only ov 
for said land, three livres of monnaye de cartes, reducible to forty-five sols. 

20 One arpent in front, forming part of four arpents, each of which is charged v 
a rent of twenty sols, monnaye de cartes, reducible as aforesaid, and one capon 
annum; three arpents of which said last mentioned four, he has sold to his son wh 
liable for all the rents due and to accrue thereon. 

30 Two arpents in front of a land called" Jean de Paris," the rent ofwhic 
twelve sols, nwnnaye de cartes. 

4° One hundred superficial arpents of the land called" Dufort," the rent ofwl 
is one sol nwnnaye de cartes per arpent. 

That it is notorious that according to His Majesty's declaration, by which 
monnaye de cartes is reduced by one fourth, the cens et 7"entes, and the obI 
tions contracted previously to the said declaration and not stipulated to be I 
in argent tounwis of France or Pansis are liable to the said reduction; that 
deed concerning the "Dufort" land, is a contract for sixty of the one hundred 
pents which it contains; that as it is not stipulated that the rents for the 
land shall be paid in monnaye tournois, they are to be paid in 17wnnaye de car 
that if the rents of sixty of the one hundred arpents which the said land cont 
are payable in monnaye de cartes, can it be supposed that the rents of the c 
forty arpents are to be paid in argent tournois, unless a deed contailling a specia 
~ulation to that effect, is produced, and as to the land of Jean de Paris, it i, true 
It was formerly charged with a rent of ten sols for each superficial aI-pent, but the ~ 
?ourdealLx, the father, reduced that rent to twelve deniers, which not being stipul 
In e:rrrency of France, tournois or Pari'is, are to be reduced, by one fourth. The 
Noel produces four deeds justifying his pretensions. 

And the said No"l" h' "d " 
h" d "e ,Ill IS sal WTItten defence prays that act be granted hi 
lsten er to dehver to the s "d S" G d " 

al leur our eaux, 11l the proper season, forty car 
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and that the latter be condemned to pay him, six sols in money; as a final settlement 
of aU accounts between them: also of his offer to affirm that the twenty-five days 
work of 11is teams,. and sixteen days wurk by his men, for \yhich he prays payment 
are duo to him; unless the said Sieur (;'ourdeaux prefer to swear that he novel' gaye 
any onler.,: for the said worl~; and that he does not owe the twenty pounds of pork, 
sixty bundles of straw and the six capom, above m'c'l1tior!.cJ; and that, should the said 
Sieur Gourdeaux <!cknowledge that he has giyen orders, to the said K oel, for the w' ,rk 
aforc;aid but denies the value of it, the l'.aid work be estimated by c.I,·perts named by 
the saiu parties or by us, CX-(JjicI,J, so that upon their report, jU"tiCL' may be done 
l)(;tween them, 

That in case the said Gourdeaux denies having given the said orders, f)l" haying 
received the pork, straw anu capons in gnc:'tioll, the said l';{JiH prays act of his offer to 
pay the forty capons above mentioned, at the pl'Ol;er season, anu the one hundred and 
thirty-nine liues and four sols of rents, in one ye:Jl" from this thy, pnyable in t\(0 in­
stalment3 ; the first of Ii'hich at the expiration of ;oix montb a;,d th? LH d the end of 
the year, he also prays ~,ct of the offer now made by him to renew his titles, Z)(/8.<cr 

Ii/res !IOIU:ds, for seven livrcs and ten sols of rent, 1,'IOIZiUI?/r de cartes, reduced to five 
liv}'es SeVC11I:(;en sols and nine de,llers in money and two capons per annum. 

Seeing abo, ouronliaance of t118 twelfth of April 1741, aforesaid, by which it was 
ordered that the parties would be he'anI berno U'" in eight (b~'s from tl:e ." 'nice of 
t1lC said oreler; and tllJt in tlE: inten,d, tIll: said pm ti2s shou~c1 be heM to dL'pe"it, ;;1 
our (Jjjj,~c, the deeds ail,1 papC1'3 which they illt,mied t') m lk' Uie of, <1:-' at,o [[lei! de­
m Illd: aJlIIw,'pectiYe plea::, so that having examined tlF' whole we mic;-ht do justice 
between them, co.'l,s resen'Cl1. 

The said order servcd at the request (If' tho saia Sieur Gourdeaux, ,,])on the saiJ. 
Noel, by Thibault, a Lailii,; 011 thn fourtccnth of the suic1month of Aplil, with a sum­
mons to clllnply therewith; the statement of cel!S eo' rCllles :111d other dues for the lands 
PO,-;Sl':",',l by the sad Nol·l, in the said fief BeauLien, prodlllT,I hy the said Sieur 
Gourdeaux, as follows, to wit: 

10 For four arpents of lanel contiguous to the dOHnin of Bc~nl,iC'n, end for two 
other arp'311ts belonging to the said Nud, charged \I'it;l a rent ef twenty sols per 
arpent \"ith a double cens and three live capons; the whole payable at :,Iichc;elmas 
as per (bed of conCeSJiOll, granted by the late ~~ieur Gounleaux, th,! elder, to one 
Gabriel GOJ~elin, on the 30th of November 16,')2, anu passed before Audouart, notai'y, 
the said rents payable from t~w ~29th of SC'ptember 1716, up to which ~ime they have 
been paid by the said Nod to the said late ~",iC'ur Gou,deanx, as appears by the receipt 
by him produced, bv,uing dato on the 29th of Noveml,,'r 1716, 

20 For one hundred superficial arpents of land, called the lands of the Fort, 
char~'ed \vith twC'lve (Tellier", according to two deeth uf concession, ::;ixty arpents of 
whicll were conceded by ·Dlle. Eleonard de Grandemaison, to Jacques Levrier, and 

D') 
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ratified Ly the said late :::;ieur Gounleau..'l, by deed~ passed before Audouart, notu: 
on the 3rd of April H;;);2 ; and the remaining forty arpents, as appears by the con~I'lI~ 
of sale made by Mr. Feuvret and wi.fe, to Gabriel Gosselin, Widow of the said Piel 
Noel, on the 1:2tll uf November 1671; the said Feuvret representing the Sieur d 
Lauzon de la Citiere, who had acquired the said forty arpents from PielTe Lepetit , 
wi.fe, as appears by the aeed of sale consented by them to the said Sieur de Lal 
zon, and passed before Huuer, notary, on the 3rd of March 1657 a copy of which 
produced by Nud : the said rents reckoned from the first of October 1716, aforesail 
until the same Jay in 17 ·W. 

30 Fur twu a'pcnb in front, charged with ten sols, per superficial arpent, and thn 
live capons per annum, amI three denias of CeilS for all the said grant, as appears ~ 
the d(,l'~l of conce""ion granted to Jacques Bernier alias Jean de Paris, by the said lal 
Sieur Gourdeaux, on tl;e 19th of March IG.'59, before Audouart, notary, which sai 
laud the said I'ud purchased from Antoine Yignault, and Marie Magdelaine Piche 
his wife, in the qualities mentioned in the said deed; at the rate of ten sols, per supe 
ficial arpent, as stipulated in the cuntract, whereof Nod produces a copy, and passe 
before Pichet, Ilotil1'y, on the 27th of April 1717, and which land Ignace and Fran~o 
Gosselin gave up and abandoned, (In the same day, upon the charges aforesaid. 

Niltn,-This n rticle shall remain unsettled, as to the rents at that rate until th 
exact superficies of the said land be ascertained. The said Sieur Gourdeaux merel 
asking the seventy-two capons and the three deniers of celiS, due for twenty-four yea! 
of arrears, ~aying his reCOlU'ot" for the rents. 

4U For four alTJents in frullt, charged \vith t\\·enty S()ZS, one capon and one ,~ol ( 
CCiIS, per each arpent, as ;'ppears by the deed of conce,,~ion granted by the said lat 
Sieur Gourdeaux, to the said Pierre Noel, and passed before Pichet, notary, on th 
18th of Nov em her 1716, the said rent~ payable on All Saint's Day, each year, an 
reckoned from the 1st day ofNoyemwr 1716, to the like day of the year precedin, 
1740, 

5° And for two other arpents of land in front, granted to the said Pierre Noel, b 
the said late Sieur Gourdeaux, and situate in the ~c:id fief, on the River St. LawrenCE 
at the southern landing on the said island, charged with the payment of one sol yearl) 
per each arpent, on All Saints Day, as stipulated in the deed of concession, passe 
before Pichet, notary, on the tenth of November 1716, a copy of which is produced b 
the said Noel; the said rent to be reckoned from the said day 18th of November 171 
to the same day in 1740. 

From the amount of all which said rents the said Sieur Gourdeaux agrees to dedu( 
fi:stly, .the amount of the receipt given by the said Sieur Porlier, to wit, the sum ( 
elo-ht IH'I"cs and ' ht I d fiB 

o elg capon", ya ue at teen sols each; also for the amount of day' 
work and of work r£ db. G • pe orme y teams, as agreed between the said Noel and the Sleu 

ourde.aux'hthe .sum of fifty livres; and to avoid the difficulties which might aris 
respectmg t e saId Sieur P r' 'b' 

or ler s receIpt, eanng date on the 8th of November 1724 
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the said Sieur Gourdeaux further agrees to deduct from the balance remaining, a eum 
of fifty seven livres, twelVe sols, for eight years rent, from the 20th of November 1716 
to the 18th November 1724, date of the said receipt, including thirty two capons, at 
fifteen sots a piece; also four sols of cens, for the cens et rentes of the land containing 
four arpents, granted to the said Noel, in 1716, by the said late Sieur Gourdeaux as 
above stated: it being all the benefit which the said Noel can derive from the said 
receipt given by the said Sieur Porlier. 

All of which, however, without prejudice to the rent, due and excepted, for the land 
Qf two arpents acquired from Jacques Bernier, dit Jean de Paris, and tt) all other 
rents, dues, rights, actions and pretensions of the said Sieur Gourdeaux. The above 
statement bearing date on the twentieth of April 1711; and signed " Jacques Gour­
deaux." 

A paper writing of the said SieuT Gourdeaux being an all.m'e!' to the document pro­
duced :by the said Noel, stating among other things that he offers to deduct, from his 
claim against the said Noel, what he owes him; hut that the said N"d must reco1l0t 
that the sum offifty liV/'es has beed agreed upon between them, as the value of the day's 
work mentioned in the account produced by the said :'\od; and that in case of II 

denial on the part of Nod, the said Sieur Gourdeaux leaves the amonnt to be settled 
by us. 

That as to the rents and dne . .; owing by the s~id :".'nd, for the lands ,,'hieh he pos­
sesses, the said Siour Gourdeaux has only mClde out his account tiom 1716, drtte of the 
receipt in full given, by the said Rieur Gounleanx, Jli~ father, tf) tJ10 said :'\"d wh" 
erroneously asserts that the Siellr Porlier's receipt of 172.! is in full. Th'lt illc reading 
of the said document will easily show that the sum of ei~'ht thus and l'j~ht capons 
therein mentioned can only be considered as a payment on <lCCnullt of Iyhat i~ due by 
Noel; and that it can, by no means, interfere with the Sienr Gounll'cl1lX' demand from 
1746; inasmuch as the receipt does not specify for what years the rents therein men­
tioned are due. 

That the said Nod wishes to pay the rents by him due tIl the plaintiff; Iyith a deduc­
tion of one fourth, to whieh he states that he is entitled by His Majesty's declaration 
ordering the reduction of the card currency, by one fourth, maintainin~ that the eflls et 
rentes and obligations anterior to 1714 and to the King's said declRrCltion, which have 
not been stipulated Toul'!w/s or Pa)'i.'ls currency, are subject to thl' said reduction. 
That this is agreed upon; but that the said reduction has a retroactive effect to the 
establishment of the card currency, in this country only. but not to a period much 
anterior thereto, nor to the time when the money had the same nlue in this country 
as it had in France, as must be prl'.'lIlned f()l' the years 1 (j.::;·2. Hi5:3 and Hi·59 and as it 
is ea~y to perceive. 

That it is chn;lJ!!; those years that the gH'Cller pnrt of the' lauds oW'nf'd hy .\'ol'l. havlt 
been~rantC'd to bi~ predC'('.{'s,~or,~. 
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That, in tl!c two Grot items of hi~ aCCOU1lt, in w;lid1 he mentions the laud:; by him 
"( "CO 'cel tllC said ?\()d rcf',:J'H the Sin,y Guurdeaux ttl Iii:,:, Noel's cl;ildn:lI, for th. p ,~:,,,~ J ~ 

payment of the ce)ls ct rente" of ion I' arl'r"Jlt~ of1and ,lVhi~h" he states, he has sold to 
them, and wieh tli" p~I:;nH'llt of tho :IlT:c::rs of rent wIth \ylnch he has charged them; 
that the said l'~od ~h(jl'ld I..ayc ll(;"[ilicd t~'c said [:-'ieur Gourdeaux ofthat transaction 
which has 11< .'; been dune, with a yic'w, no doubt, to .. 1c;'l :It,Ll him of the /ods et rente.! 
tu him due; lhat the said Noel CHI ,10t rdur tho said Sieur G uunleaux as aforesaiu: 

ullle~ti he proH's hi,; ph",\. 

That 1h(' thint it~jJ1 ill "'bieh the: llefendaEt declares that he pos~c~::es two ;]rpen~ 
nf jall,l fIl'iginal1y gT;)n:cu to and coming from Jcan de Paris, and wLich he states an 
only cha1',0,';,<1 with one sri (,f 'lIwnW'ie de cUI'[e:> 1'::'1' ml~h arpent, s\;~ws that he evi 
dently cnnC'1lt'·l,.; tLe' ',lIiLl land wit:1 another o[two al'~";L'(-' which has been concede( 
to tho said X,,(-'l at the rate of C11e c(,1 per arjWllt, aml sullject to other charges enu 
meratecl in the dL'C'l1 of cOIJ(;es,;ioll t" hi;,l gr,; ;1; od hy the said late ;Sieur Gourdeau.., 
tl'.e elel,']', and po,"c,] 1)1'[Jl'2 Pic;lct, not~'Ty, 011 tile 12,th ?;()VemhCT 1716, whereo 
Noel prr:llL'<'l'S a copy, an.] in \yhich EO mention is made (,f' Jean de Paris or of un: 
ol;ier, v,hi::li proyes the mi"take hu ];:1..' cCl111miLecl, 

That the delll[Lurl of rents for the tlY,l. alT~"'tS ,:"in..; from Jean de Paris, is C'"tQ 

blishetl by a deed of c"l1(':'.,,,ion or the J 9lll LIarch 16;)9, of ',vlJic:I Noel :+0 brings 
C"l'Y; that he <'ont1'adids himself by th' de, 1 of sale to him made thereof (and c 
which be produce, a copy), 'haying accr,lic'(xl t;1O said i:!",'.1 £>"111 Antoine Vignault an, 

.i\Lnic Magdel::;illt, Piebet, hi" wife, t1lL' said Vignault acting Q,') tutor to the mino 
children of Gabriel Go" .. c!in, l'eprcccnting Bunier alias Jean de Paris, and tnn,i"1TP 
to Xoel for the con,idoration (J~' ten sols per supel'ficial urpcnt, u~1,1 three live capor 
and tlm,c deillas of ceils pC'" annum, ,,; appears by the said deed of the 19th Marc 
IG;,}9, 

That he, the "aid ;:;;cur Gourdeaux, i-; obliged to leave this last item in sUEpensl 
until he ":lall have LL.CI'rtail1cod tI10 ,',upcrfi('it:~ oftlle b"id land, c;cqltil'='-' howcye 
the three live capoll~ which must be pc,icl to him, according to his account, 

That the fuurth item of thc said l("d':o account relate" to the one hundred arpen 
te) him granted by the said late Sieur Gourdeau:-;, by c1eed of the 18th I\nn'mhE 
1711), at the rate of ont' su! of cellS peL' each arrent, wllich said land the said l\CJel co: 

fo~~<h ''lith that of Jean de Paris, as il ap~-,ears by the CilPY of the ac~ :,af'seu befol 
P1cnd, notary, produced by the ':2irt N(Ii.'], 

That he l1L'l'si,t o in hi,,' demand, as contained in his acC(,':nt and proved hy the doci 
ments produced as wen by him ;J.' by l'~l)d, and that, in case the said 1'~oe1 sl11)1l 

a"ny ~he asreemen<: with the said Sieu:' Gourdeal:x, respecting the sum of fil"ty livrE 
as bemg tIle :!l11uunt clue him jor all the objec~-, mentinned in his incidental t:unan 
the said Sipur Gourd~a"'x .. ~, I" tl "1 1 " ,1 ' 'h' 
1,. • - _ ..... u.... 1 ....... l';y le \VilO e to our ( e(' ISL)n, anu pen~n~:t.-) In IS :-:1':1 y' 

t .. \t the saJ.d ~,oel be con,l J '.- 1" , f ' l' ' emne L.) pay urn tile ull amount .-,f the ('ens ct rentes l' 
theo lands by' lum poo-'e .... 1 d 'cl" h ' 

, • o~ ,"0<'(, an lnent1<Jlle m t e statement by him (the Sieul' Got 
,]eulLx) jn')r!'lC'{eU without . J d ' ,] , , 

, , any e uctlOn \\ 1"tf:ve1', a,lel rGsernng Ins If'C(Jllnc for tl 
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rents due him for the land of two arpents, coming fi'om Jacques Bernier alias Jeall de 
Paris, and without prejudic(~ to all others dues, rights, action~ and pretensions of the 
said Sieur Gourdeaux, further praying {or COSt3, the said paper writing dated the 20th 
April of tllC wid yC:rtl' 17 H, signed" Jacques Gourdeaux," not served upon his ad­
ver~e party. 

Another writing of the said Noel, neither dated nor ccned, headed: "conte,'tations a.~ 
to a pretended account and replies to answer~ in writin~," st~tiD,g, among other things, 
that the receipt of the Sieur Porlier of the 18th November 17 :2J, whether it be general 
or not, can not form the subject ofa dispute, because cens et n:ntes aTe not considered 
as being due from the a,lte of a special or ger:cral receipt, which aTe ne,.,. and unknown 
terms among the inhabit~mt:', that such cens rt rClltes are only reckoned as being due 
from the date of t~,e last reccipt, aud t11o.t the receipt of the Sieur Porlier for tIle 
lands held by Noel, belonging to the domain c f Beaulieu, with t1'8 exception of Du­
fort's land, must be looked upon as such. 

It is pretendc<1 that, as to the memorandum produced by the said X oel, and the 
articles a.kcll for by him, he did not demand more thllll fifty lines, which statement 
he denies and offer~ to swear that he only said he would demand that sum, if the Sieur 
Gourdeilllx a"'l·r~: ,d to a ",·ttlement upon ,he te;'ms proposed by him, which being re­
fLl:;(,J by the latter, the partie~ remain in all their righb ; 

Th;lt, as to the farm of two arpents Ol'iginally coming fiY)m Jacques Bernier, alias 
Je;1ll de PariB, char,~ed with ten sols for each arpent in ;,uperficie" this sum cannot be 
looked upon as a rent (rcdcc'Ulcc), but mCTdy a . ., a redeemable rent, the King only 
allowing the land:; to be (,()IlGeded and not to lie sold, with wllich the saiLl l';oel com­
plied by IT(lc('mi\]~ the :""id rent, and paying the principal to the ~ieuT Porlier, acting 
for Dame Gourdeal!':, herself actin,; as attorney to her husband, a~ btatt,a ill the deed 
of the 11th Jnllo 1717, pl'()dl1('udl1'~ fourth andla;;t oxhibit marked D, which annuls 
a prc('cr1ing deed r ,:. (,(fllcession, with tIle excepti, ,n of one sol of cens per arpent, and 
a receipt £01' twenty-five livres de caTtes si'illji/!'s; 

That it i, plainly set forth that t1w reimbunemellt made was for the rent charged 
upon the land of Jean de Paris, that it is impuc;tiible to prove that the said land was 
charged with another TCilte of tOll sols for each arpent in superficies, that as to the rCilS 

ct: rrntes reference may be had to the exccutiull of a preceding contract of the, 18th No­
vember 17: 6, by which the ,',aiel land i" only charged with one sol for each arpent in 
front, ,):,' a('knowle(1ged in hi~ receipt of the 18th November 1721, which is not con­
tested; jl\(l:~c:illg then from the reserve shown by the Sieur Guurdenux, he is wrong in 
havlllg a law suit and making himself a creditor for ,eYcnty-t,m capons, when the land 

owes him 11one. 

The said Sieur Gourdeaux did not perceiyc that by the receipt of the Sieur Porlier 
of the 18th Noember 17:24. Dufort's land was reserved; that, consequently, as to that 
land rdi,n'nCl' must be had to the reccipt fit the Sieur Gourdeaux, the elder, dated the 
20th November 1716, and that the rent, of the other farms run only from the dny of 
'he IT,,,·j],! given oy the Sieur Porlier. 
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The Siem Gounleaux agrees to give him credit for the day's work with a horse, 1 
does not say anything about the eight capons which Noel pretends he has given wil 
out getting a receipt, the twenty pounds of pork and sixty bundles of straw, which 
demands upon his acknowledgment; that the said Sienr Gourdeaux offers bim thea! 
of fifty EYrc:; for the day's work with men and horseH, hut he is not satisfied with it, a 
demands the amount of his bill, unless the said Sieur Gourdeaux would rather pay h 
by the tui,c, according to a valuation to be made by c.rJlC1·ts to be chosen by the parti 
and appointed by us ex ofJicio, and concludes h)O the said paper writing, that upon 
altering his conclusions, the said Sieur G-ounkaux be condemned to pay him five lit". 
and fourteen sri.', instead of six sols, and <1, to the remainder, persisting in his fom 
conclusions. 

A debit and credit account between the parties, not daterl, hy which the said X, 
makes himself debtor to the said Sieur Gourdeaux fill' forty capons, and his credi 
for the sum offivc 1i1'T,:S and fourteen sols, only taking the am011l1ts due upon the lar 
up to the year 1740, and in which he does not include the filUr arpents given and Sf 

to his son, in relation to which he refers the Baid Sienr G ourdeaux til the amounts Ii 
before. 

Secin.!:i aiso the other papers produced by the partie;;, to wit, by the said SiE 
Gourdeaux: 

A copy certified by Mr. Boisseau, clerk of the priviJte of Quebec, on the 17th Mal 
1741, of a deed of concession by the late Sieur Jacques Gourdcaux to Gabriel G 
selin, offour arpents in front, in the seigniory of Beaulieu, Island of Orleans, by I 
depth which may be found, upon condition of pa~'ing, upon St. :lVlichael's Day, twe] 
sols for each arpent in front, and twice the amount of cens and thrc·" liYe capons for I 

whole of the said concession, the said deed passed before A udouart, notary, the 1: 
Novemher 1652 ; 

A copy certified by the said Mr. Boisseau, on the said 17 M.arch 17 H, of a deee 
concession by the said ;-;ieur Gourdeaux, the elder, to Jacques Bernier alias Jean 
P~ris, oft\~-o arpents in front, upon the river St. La\\TC'llcC', arljoining the land of 
said Gosselm, upon condition of paying for each arpent ofland contained in the 8 

con~essi()n, both cultivated land and wood land, three live capons a year, with th 
dn17C1"S of cens fiJr the \\'hole of the said concession, the said cens et TCili cs payable 
produce uf the country at the current price, the said deed pa,,~ed before the said J 

douart, notary, the 19th March 1659; 

A rent roll made by Duquet, notary, of the lands of the sei[!lliory of Beaulieu, da 
the 6th Augu.-;t 1668; c 

A deed of concession by the said late Sieur Gourdeaux to the said Pierre Noel, 
four a~ents of land in front, in the said fief of Beaulieu, on the south side, by a de 
extendmg to the . ddl f h 'd I I . 

ml e 0 t e SaJ. ,lane of Orleans on condition of paJIng e 
year, on All Saint·' D t 7 • ' 

, ay, wenty SOlS, one liye capon and one .~ol of cens for e 
arpent, and upon other dit" . h 'd d . , 

con lOns m t e sal eed mentioned passed before PICI notary. the 18th November 1716. ' , 
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Another rent roll of the lands of the seigniories of Beaulieu and De LagrossardierEt 
made by the said Pichet, notary, on the 28th March 1735, at the request of the said. 
Sieur Gourdeaux, acting in his said quality, and in virtue of our ordinance of the 24th 
January preceding. " 

And the papers produced by the said Noel, to wit: four deeds marked C, concern­
ing th(:l land of the said Jean de ParIs: 

The first being a concessi on by the late Sieur Gourdeaux, of two arpents of land in 
front, on the south side of the said Island of Orleans, by the whole depth which may be 
found between the river St. Lawrence and tIle line running through the middle of the 
island from point to point, joining on one side, towards the north-east, to the habitation 
of the said Noel, on the other side, towards the south-west, to the lands called Lands 
of the Fort, upon condition of paying, on the part of the said Noel, each year on All 
Saints' Day, one sol for each arpent, for all seigniorial rights and other charges enu­
merated in the said deed, which was passed before the said Pichet, notary, on the 18th 
November 1716 ; 

The second being an abandonment by Ignace and Franyois Gosselin, in favor of the 
said Noel, of all rights they might have or pretend to have, upon a farm situate in the 
county of St. Laurent, pari8h of St. Pierre, known as the farm of Jean de Paris, con­
taining two arpents in breadth by the depth it might have, described by its limits and 
by the deed of concession of the eig'hteenth of November 1716, above mentioned, upon 
the condition of the payment, on the part of the said Noel, of ten sols of nnte for each 
arpent in superficies with which the said land is charged, arrears of rente and other 
debts, if any there be, to which the right and pretensions of the vendors might be sub­
ject: the said land belonging to them and their co-heirs, by inheritance from the late 
Gabriel Gosselin and Fran<;oise Lelieue, their father and mother, who had acquired 
it from--- Bernier, as the said vendors have declared by the said deed, passed be­
fore the said Pichet, notary, the twenty-seventh of April 1717 . 

• The third deed being a sale by Antoine Vignault and Marie Anne Pichet, his wife, 
acting for themselves, and he, the said Vignault, as tutor to the minor childran of the 
late Gabriel Gosselin, the first lnuband of the said Pichet, to the said Pierre Noel, of 
the rights which they, and the said minors, might have or pretend to have upon a farm 
and habitation situate in the county of St. Laurent, seigniory of Beaulieu, known as 
the farm of Jean de Paris, described by its limits as in the deed of concession of the 
eighteenth of November 1716, the said farm originally coming from the said Jean de 
Paris, as more fully explained by the said deed; the said sale made upon condition 
that the said Noel would pay the ten sols of rente for each arpent in superficies, to 
which the said farm is subject, together with the arrears and other debts due upon the 
same, and also for and in consideration of the sum ofthirty lil'/'es; the said deed passed 
before the said Pichet, notary, on the said twenty-seventh of April 1717. 

The fourth and last deed, passed before the said Pichet, on the sixteenth of June 
fpllowing, between the Sieur Claude Porlier, merchant of Quebec, acting for Miss 
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Mari,' Diswt, wife and attorney of tl:e f:,ie'Lll' J aeques Gourdcaux, the elder, proplietor 
of the fiefs Beaulieu and .Ie L",-:-rosRardi0n:, of the one part; 

And the sl:id Pierre ;\oiJ, inh<1Litant of tlw CUlmty of St. L<1urent, of the other 

part; 

nv wll!ch it 8P1K'a;'., th<1t the "~li,l Sr. Purlie,t·, ltcting- a3 ;,f(']'c!ai(l, stated t~,:.tt the said 
:-;1'. (}ourdeau'(, the el,lLT, h<1d, tlw year before, granted a deed to the said Noel ofa 
J'::rm siw:ltc in th(' said ~ci~,jiory, knrm'n as t 1lf' fdrm of J elm de Fd,j" upon condition 
t;lat the "'lid X"d would build him a house in the place to be ~lj(:wll him and after the 
manner ~tatcd in the said ,L'cd, which farm i()l'mec1 )lart of the lands b ']()j]'jing to Mi­
chel (:""'L'lin and M:lrie ML,yille, f'lther amI nlLtLer in Lt'.v to the ~;)i(l Noel, anJ was 
ch:tro:;, ·,1 ,vith a ];:rge !'lllt, l,uth f<:1' ,,('ig;)iorialli~-]jL, and for a redeemllhle rent «(t'II/l') 
of twenty-five !lucs; that after the death of the said Gosselin the said Ll'lU 'ra~ re­
united to the domain of the seignlory of Iicc:n:icu, no person beiiJ.';' willing to undertake 
to pay ~uch <1 large rent, which CalL'( ·,1 the :8id ;:"'. G"nrdc:nl': to reconcede it to the said 
S"d upon the conditions ah(,\-,· mentioned, that the s<1id :·~uL:l having 1earnt that some of 
the c: ,,,·.relin family \\-ere dc.,imm: of di~tl1:-Ling him, with tllc hope of regaining posses­
~i',il of the said farm as there 'Vel" no (1;;1I1 "f ,JJC reunioll of it to the domain, although 
tlw said Noel offered to pay th; arre:lrs of thee ,.;(iel rents; he ,".", cl)l!sequentlyobliged 
to demam1 the re.c-iE,::ion uft~:,; .::ai,l aced, or tLl:C the said Sicnr Gonr:ieC]u'( should gi,e 
him all necc,;",!ry security; Cc"JLl having aft6nvanh le.li·ilt th::~ Llw ~: ;,~ dc-cd was null, 
the reunion having only bee;r wrb:::l, ,,-;,ich wet.> tLu reason of the parties CUll1illg for­
ward to h<1YC a deed of resiliation p:l'!scc1 ; 

That the said conce.:cion fi-om the Sienr GGurdeaux to the Sui,] j'~oel, granted before 
the said not:H,)' on the eight: ::;,tll ({ l, ovcml,c'l' 1716, \' .. ith the consent of the said Sieur 
Por1ieI' acting for the said :\Ij,;s lI;'ll'ie l:iJeut, wife and attorney r,f t:lC said Piene 
~,(I~l shou1d hencciiJl'th be :-,ulll::lll void as if it had never been '~r:lEt:':l ; uncl in con.,e· 
quence of the said nullity tb' said Sir-Ul' PorJi.:T, acting V3 af1~'i'I~,.;;iJ, ackuo\\')cdged to 
have reeeh-ed from the said Noel tb' sum cf five hUl1(l;-cd liurcs i~::' the purcha"(J and 
redemption of the entire principal of the ~aid rent of twenty-five liue" ~llld twenty­
fin' lllJCS for nine yeac arrears of celiS, from ,vl:ich the said PorEcr acquits and dis­
charges the said Noel ~'1lc1 f['Om tbe QlTeal'S 1,)1' the time pat to tbe date of the said 
d;·ed, and thereupon agree. that the said deed of cUllcec .. ;i:;n of the ei"·htecnth Novem­
ber 1716 of the said fann 0:" Jean de PariB, be n'_lll and void, and ~ons;nts that mention 
of the ,aid deed be made in tJ"J b.iJ ~('ttlement. 

Three deeds, marked D, relating to the lC:J'm called "la tcne du TOd," of one 
hundred arpents, owned by the said Noel. 

" The first ?eing a grant by :\Ii ,s Eleonore de Grandemaison to Jacques Lemer, oj 

SIX arp~nts III front by ten in depth situate at the said Isbn,1 of Orleans, upon conditiOll 
of paymg- t\\'elye dentNS for all I' t" b 1 -. , , . . ~ en:; y eae 1 arpent, <.1t11e1' In work or "eil pre 
and t":n hye c~pom or c~ickens of the season, the said deed p:;~'ed before Audouart 
notal"), the thIrd of Apnl 16 -.) t th b fl" 1 
S' G d '-'-, a e ottom 0 w llCh IS the ratification of the aU 

leUI' our ealL,,{, the elder, then husband of the said :\Iiss de Gl'a!lJel11~,ison, beforE 
the S<1me notary, dated the sixth of D b f h ecem er 0 t e same year. 
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The second, being a sale by Pierre Le Petit and his wife to Loui8 de Lauzon Sieur 
de la Citiere, of four alpents in front by ten in depth, charged with cens et rentes, the 
amount of which the parties could not state; the said sale made if)r the sum of four 
livres, and upon the condition stated in the said deed which was passed before Rouer, 
on the 23nl March 1657. 

The third and last deed passed before Rageot, notary, on the 12th Xovember 1671, 
by which Jean Baptiste Peuvret Sieur de Menu and his wife sell to Gabriel Gosselin 
one hundred arpents of land in one piece, called" Les terres du Fort de la Pointe de 
l'Lie," the said land charged with cens et rentes, the amount of which the parties could 
not state; the said sale made for and in consideration of the sum of G;"j iirrcs tounwis of 
rente fonciere not redeemable. 

A receipt from the late Sieur Gourdeaux, in these terms: "I, the undersigned, 
" acknowledge that I hold Pierre Noel c1i~chal"ged from all the dues upon Beaulieu's 
" land, and from all transactions in general that we have had tl)~~tIlC;: up to this day, 
" without prej'_ldice to the deeds passed by me in his favor on the 18th November 
" 17.:.G.-(Siglled) Gourdeaux." 

Another receipt from the Sieur Porlier, also in these terms: "I have received from 
" PielTe N 001, on account of the Linels he holds belonging to the seigniol'Y of Be:mlieu, 
" eight capons, and he i~ to pay me the money acconting to t~le agreement to be made 
" at the rate pf twenty or fifteen sols pl'!" arpent. At Quebec, til,· l~th !\O\'ember' 
" 1723.~(Signed) Porlier." 

Another receipt from the said Sieur Porlier, which i" as follow.,: " 11l'lYC rccciyc,d 
" from Pierre Noel, for the land he holds belonging to tbe Kl,i(?,niory of Bermlil'n, not 
" including Dufort's b.nd, the sum of S lines and Q capon3, (hill qUllluwx. At Quebec, 
" the 18th November I i2'1.-(Signed) Porlier." And o;} t:w side i~ written: "And 
" one sol lor the land called" Jean de Paris." 

A receipt from the said Sieul' Gourdeaux, dated the 19 No':cml'l'r 17:::1), to Piprro 
Noel, the younger, for 3 E\Tc~ and 3 capons for three yeaI"3 rent of one ~1]'pC'nt ofland 
which he gilt from his fa thCl', and fro III IVhich he is di.;charged for the said year. 

And after again hearing the parties this dJY; seeing the King's de,'Jaration given 
at VeLmilles the twenty-fifth of March 1720, renderc,d in interpldation of the one of 
the 5th July 1717, by which, in explanation of the niuth article c:fthe above declara.­
tion and without having regard to the ordinances of1'.Iessieurs Begun 'md Dupuy, here­
tofore intendants in this cuulltry, of the twenty-first of June 17::8. of the sixteenth of 
N ovcmber 1727 and of the thirteenth of January 1728.: 

It i~ ordered that the cens et rentt's, dues and other debts contracted before the 
registration of the said de'Clal'ation of the said fifth of July 1717, and which have not 
been stipulated tu be paid in JIlollI.'oie de France, or Illonnaic tOltrllois or of Paris, shall 
be paid with the ?IWIlIW;C de Frallce, with a deduction of one fourth, which is the 
difference between the french CUlTency and the currency of the country, and that those 

E2 
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which it has been agreed should be paid in ?nonnaie tournois or of Pmis shall be paid 
at the rate of the french currency without any deductiun. 

The whole being considered-

And as, in the titles of the lands held by the said Noel in the said fiefs of Beaulieu 
and de la Grossardi0rc, it is not stated that it shall be monnctie tonrnois, of France or 

ofPari~. 

\Ve do ordain that one fourth shall be detlucted from all the cens et rentes in money 
stipulated in the said deeds, and we therefore condemn the said Noel to pay them, at 
that rate, to the ,aid Sieur Gourdeaux from the eighteenth of November 1724, date of 
the receipt given by the said Siem Porlier to the said Noel, with the exception of 
Dufort's land and the ems ct rentes of which said land the said Noel shall pay 
to the said Sieur Gourdeaux from the twentieth of November 1716, date of the re­
ceipt in full from the late ~icur Gowdeaux, the elder, the whole in money or other­
wise, saying to the said Noel his right to call upon his son for the cens ct rentes of 
four arpents from the time he Hold or gan; them to him. 

'Ve dismiss the demand of the said Sieur Gourdeaux in relation to the resen-ation 
made by him in his account of the twentieth of April, and in the paper writing dated 
the same day, of the cens et rentcs of two arpents which he says were conceded to Jean 
de Paris in 1659, under a charge of ten sols per each arpent in superficies, inasmuch 
as he makes a double charge for the said farm and for the one conceded to the said Kod 
in 17]6, which is the same as the one left to him by the descendants of the said Jean 
de Paris, and of which he redeemed the rente often sols for each arpent in superficies, 
together with nine years arrears of the said rente paid to the Sr. Porlier, acting for Miss 
Marie Bissot, wife and attorney of the said late Sieur Gourdeaux, the elder, as the 
whole appears by the three deeds of the twenty-seventh April and sixteenth of June 
1717, above mentioned. 

We therefore order that the said ~ oel shall settle with the said Sieur Gourdeaux 
for the COIS et rr:ntes of the four lots of land belonging to him in the said fiefs at the 
rate above mentioned, and for each year according to the terms heretofore stipulated, 
as follows, to wit: 

1
0 

For the lot of four arpents granted to Gabriel Gosselin, predecessor of the said 
Noel on the thirtieth of November 1652, the sum of three livres, and three capons of 
rentes and eighteen deniers of cens. 

2° For the lot called" Dufort, " of one hundred arpents in superficies, granted in 
16.52 and 1653, the sum of three livres and fifteen sols ofrentes. 

3° For the lot of four arpents granted to the said Noel on the eighteenth of No-
vember 1716 the su f thr l' d r , m 0 ee wres an lour capons of rentes and three sols of 
~~ , 

4° And for the lot of t fir 
the said Noel in 17 wo arpents s: ~anted to Jean de Paris in 1656, then to 

16, and acqUIred by 111m III 1717, only the sum of eight deniers. 
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And the said N.oel shall be bound to pass a titre 'fWuvel and acknowledgement for 
the said lands to the said Sieur Gourdeaux, acting as aforesaid, at the rates above 
mentioned, and tn furnish him copies thereof in due form, and to state what portions 
he may have disposed of or sold, in default of which the present ordinance shall be 
equivalent to such titre nouvel and acknowledgement. 

We also order that the said Noel shall settle with the said Sieur Gourdeaux, acting 
as aforesaid, for the sum of six livres, for the rentes in money for the year 1723, of the 
eight arpents of land owned by him, according to the reservation contained in the 
receipt of the said Sieur Porlier, dated the nineteenth of November of the same 
year. 

Having acknowledged the said Noel as incidental plaintiff, and proceeding to adju­
dicate upon his said demand, we, with the consent of the parti es, do condemn the said 
Sieur Gourdeaux to settle with him for the sum of seventy livres, in full of all the de­
mands stated in the account furnished to the said Noel; we also condemn the said 
Sieur GO'lrdeaux to pay the costs, amounting to the sum of eighteen liVl·es. 

ThuB ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the thirteenth of April 1745. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 

[Ordce. of 1746 to 1747, No. 34, folio 7.] 

Ordinance condemning the Sieur Etienne Charest to build a grist mill upon the RiveI' 
Etchemin, at the village Ste. Genevieve, in the seigniO'ry oj Lauzon, and obliging 
the Sieur Charly to contribute to the cost oj it according to the share belonging to 

his minor chlidren, co-heirs ~f the said seigniory. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Between Augustin Galarneau, Pierre Tardif and several other inhabitants, to the 
number of about sixty, all grantees of the lands in the rear of the seigniory of Lauzon, 
plaiutilfs by petition, answered by us on the ninth of the present month, appearing by 
Charles Marois, one of them, of the one part; 

And the Sieur Charest, first seignior of the said. seigniory of Lauzon, defendant, 
'lppearing in person, of the other part; 

Seeing the said petition stating that two years previously they had presented us 
mother petition, to explain the unfortunate situation they were in, being at a distance 
)fmore than three leagues &'om the ri.ver, without a mill and without being able to 
~ducato tbeir children, for want of roads; that the Sieur Charest, their first seignior, 
o contribute to the clearing of the land and to give ncces.,ary assistance to his tenants, 
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in confurmitv with His :l\Iajl',;ty'~ intentions, had caused the millstones and a part of 
the machin~';'y neces,ary for a gri~t mill to be taken to the place, but that he had been 
unable v) ('omplete t1lC work on acconnt of the opposition of his co-heir;; in the said 
seirrni"ry, which \Yr," ,till nmli,-iderl; that the inhabitants would, in ('on'C'fluence, be 
red:ced' t" t1:(' necC""ity ofab3naoniH~ the lands upon which t!lCY had already dono 

cOiloideral>le \I'OIK. 

\Vhcn'[')TC the ]Jlailltifr" in condmion pray th:1t we may be pleased to condemn 
the said ~;ieur Clwrc:t to builc1 a grict mill upon the River EtcllCmin, in the Yillage 
Si,C. G .'nf'yi,',w, unle ~s j'0 ';:<Juld ratbcr C( ,t1e the l-i,~ht of lalU:litc to one of tl:e plaint;f!" 
or t,) tl:l' \"hole of them, thty beillg unable, CiE)' l()lJgcr, to withstand the fatigue 
emlnre(l ill (,l:rrying their grain more that three lc:lgUCC: through impassable roads for 

the purpose of h:l\'ing it ground at Pointe-L,:,'J : 

Our unlin:lilee oftLe niath of the rre-sent, month follll,\'i!l(~ this and on:ering fLc 

same tu 1", c()mmunicaL':(] to the partie';, th'lt tLc'y mi;'ht appear before us this day at 
nine of the dock in t:lC r ,n']lUOll. The s<;id petitioll aml drdinance fCl"'i.JJ upon the 
defendant by Pilote, a build:: on t~le tenth oftl,e said ;llunt;l, 

The parties being l:ead. 

And "ftcr it had heel! [t:tted by the said E,j,'ur (,lll'!"st, (Lat in consequence ofa like 
demcmJ macle to him t\\'O YC:U'd before 1,), the plaintiffs, he had caused the milLU,f,c, 
to be CJI1~('d t<) the plac(' with part oi'the materials and machinery nccc:',s;]ry for the 
building ufthc mill in (luc·tion; that he ('ould not complete the buildillg on account 
ufthe difficulties always tlE'U',\'il in th,' \\,lly by the Sieur Charly, a merckmt of Mon· 
t1'2a], in ti;e name and us th~ tutor of the minor children issue of his marriage with the 
late jli "" 1'ho:'8,e Chare',t, the said millurs being co-heirs of the said :.;('igniory of 
Lauzon which is yet undivided; that the said CIl<ll'c"t, in his own name and in the 
name of Dufils Charest his brother, now ':h,el1t from the country, offers to build the 
mill in question, upon the RiYer Etchemin, in the village of Ste. Uenedt;Ve, in the 
course of next summnr, £)1' the convenience of the plaintiffs, upon condition that the 
said Sieur Clpr~:.', actin" as aD)resaiJ, be ubliged to ~hare the expense according to the 
suare he may hayc> as :,!; 'l'l','cli,l, in the snill ,;eigniory of Lauzon, the wLole according 
to the ~tatemcnt~ of cxpend:ture ,',-hich the defendant shall proYG he h~:·; IT.ade for the 
said wod~; in consefluence of which the :,,,ill Sieur Charly shall receive his share Of 
the profits arioir g £i'om the s1id mill; mllr:ss the said Sieur Charly "'ould rather re­
nounce his rights IIi' IJ(/iwlite in the io,,;d mill, of which he will be bound to make the 
option within one month from the c:ay of the significatiOl' h) be made upon him of the 
present ordinance; after which r'enunciation made in due form the said ~)ic'lr Charest 
obliges hilmclf together VI--ith his said brother, to bu:1d the said mill a~. his own 
cost and expense. . 

£ \~e h~':(' condemned the said Sieur Etie'nne Charest, in his 0\\" name and as acting 
or t. e Sl.eur Dufils Charest his brother, pursuant to the offers by him made, to build 

a l?nst mlll upon the River Etchemin, in the village of ;)te. Genevieve, at the most 
SUItable place of thE' riv '1' f th '. d ' or e convemence of the mhabitants of the said village an 
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those established in the back parts of the said seigniory of Lauzon, during the COUl"Re 

of next summer, one thousand seven hundred and forty-six; and the said Sieur Chazly 
shall be bound to contribute to the said building, according to the share of the said 
seigniory belonging to him and the minor children he represents; unless he would 
rather give up his right of ba naZitll in the said mill, in which ca,:e the right of banalite 
shall belong solely to the said Sieurs Charest, on acconnt of the expense to be incuned 
by them in building the said mill; and the said Sieur Charly shall be bound to make 
his choice within six weeks from the signification of these presents, after -which time 
in virtue of our present ordinance, he will be deprived of the right of making any 
choice. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twelfth of February, one thousand seven hundred and forty­
EIX, 

Signed. HOC QUART. 

[Ord. of1746 & 1747, No. 34, Folio 24.J 

Ordinct1Ice which maintaills Augustin Roy dit Lauziers, inhabitant if Ste. Anile de 
lCl PI:,· ·tihe, in the possession and a~i{)yment if his JWI]Jaise jhl/CI'Y, nuder the 
charges, clauses and condi.tions contlUned in the deal of agreement ,,('tn'cen him 
and the Sica.," D(luteuil,scip;nior of a pw,t c:f tJle said seigniary, alld 1c1,ich JJro­
hi!l/ts one Antoine Gagnon and others, from dzstw'bing him in the posses~ion if the 
so ieZ fishery, g'c. 

GILLES HOCQ.UART, &c. 

Between the Sieur Augustin Roy dit Lauziers, captain of militia in the seigniory of 
La Pocatiere, :rlaintiff by a petition answered by us on the 8th July last, of the one 
part; 

Antoine Gagnon, inhabitant of the said place, of the other part. 

Seeing the said petition stating that, by our ordinance of the 31st March 1738, he 
had been maintained in the possession and enjoyment of the porpoise fishery in the river 
St. Lawrence, throughout the extent of the domain of the said seigniory, under the 
charges, clauses and conditions contained in the agreement (saus scillg prive) be­
tween the Sieur Dauteuil, seignior of a part of the said place, and the plaintiff, dated 
the 10th February 1738, with prohibition to all persons to disturb him in carrying on 
the said porpoise fishery; 

That, in virtue of the said ordinance, the plaintiff has carried on the said fishery 
without molestation up to the time that one Antoine Gagnon, neighbour of the said 
Iomain, has thought p~oper, without any title, to spread nets up·on three or four 
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arpents of the said fishery, without leave and against the will of the plaintiff, which 

causes him a considel'able damage; 

vV11erefore he prays that we may be pleased to summon the said Antoine Gagnon 
before us, for the purpose of ordering that the plaintiff be maintained in the possession 
and enjoyment of the fishery in question throughout the extent of the domain of La 
Pocatiere, according to our said ordinance and to the deed of partnertship above men­
tioned; that the said Gagnon be prohibited from distUI'bing the plaintiff in the enjoy­
ment of the said fishery, and that he be condemned, for having done 80, to such dam­
ages and interest as it will please us to order, and also to the payment of costs. 

Our order of the 8th day of July last being at the bottom of the said l)ctition, the 
said ordinance to the effect that the said petition should be served upon the parties to 

appear before us the 1st day of August next; service of the said petition and order 
upon the defendant at the instance of the plaintiff, by Dionne, a bailiff, the 14th day 
of July, with notice to appear before us on the said 1st day of August next. 

The answer in 'writing to the said petition served upon the plaintiff, at the instance 
of the defendant, the 31st July, by which answer the defendant prays that, without 
reference to the demand of the said Loziers, the dismissal of which he demands that he 
be permitted, as well as his neighbours Joseph Huyot and St. Aman~, to set a fishery 
for taking porpoise in fi'ont of their lands, according to their deeds of concession and 
in preference to the plaintiff, that the said plaintiff may be prohibited, as well as all 
others employed by him, from molesting the parties above named, or from hindering 
them to set the said fishery, and using and enjoying the same, upon pain of all costR, 
losses and damages, the whole with costs against the plaintiff. 

Our interlocutory judgement in the premises, dated the said 1st of August, by which 
it is ordered that the matter should remain over for consideration during a fortnight, 
during which period the parties should be held to place in the hands of OUI' secretary 
the documents they intended to use, and the plaintiff would be bound to produce the 
agreement which he alleges was made between the Sieur Dauteuil de Monceaux and 
several ofthe inhabitants of the said seigniory, and more particularly with the defend­
ant in relation to the front of their lands, the said order served upon the said defendant, 
by the Sieur Bouchard, an officer of militia of the said place, the 1st September 
following. 

A paper writing containing observations, served upon the defendant, the 5th of the 
said month of September, by which the plaintiff persists in the preceeding conclusions. 

Seeing also a paper writing or agreement, between the late Mr. Dauteuil, the elder, 
and the said defendant, dated the 16th October 1736, by which he undertake" to sell to 

the de~endant a portion of his domain of two arpents of land in front by thirty in depth, 
the saId two arpents to be taken above the King's highway and from thence ,unniner in 
d th .. . . ' '=' 

ep ,JOllling on the south-west SIde to Charles Minville, and on the north-east side 
to the unconceded land of the said domain.-The said sale made Rubiect to the charges. 
clauses and di . £" J con tlons set orth III the said agreement, and ill which neither the right 
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[)f fishing nor the beach are mentioned, it being merely stated that the said Gagnon 
lhall take a deed of concession subject to the same clauses and conditions as in the 
)ther deeds in the said seigniory, the said agreement signed" Ruette Dauteui1." 

Seeing further the deed of copartnership between the said Sieur Dauteuil, the 
younger, and the said plaintiff, of the 10th February 1738, containing the leave granted 
by the said Sieur Dauteuil to the plaintiff, to caITY on a porpoise fishery upon the 
whole extent of his domain, and other stipulations touching the said fishery; our ordi­
nance of the said 31st March 1738, with a certificate of Joseph Dionne, notary, on the 
south shore of the river, produced by the defendant, dated the 5th day of August last, 
by which it is attested that he never executed any deed of renunciation or abandon­
ment by the defendant in favor of Mr. Dauteuil, of the front of the land sold him by 
Mr. Dauteuil, the elder. 

Everything considered, and after due deliberation thereon, we have maintained the 
plaintiff in the possession and enjoyment of the fishery in question, throughout the 
extent of the domain of La Pocatiere, conformably to the deed of copartnership be­
tween the said Sieur Dauteuil and the said plaintiff; we forbid the said Gagnon, and 
all others, to molest him in the enjoyment of the said fishery, under the penalties im­
posed by law, the whole without prejudice to the rights which His Majesty may have 
to the said fishery. 

We condemn the defendant to the payment of costs taxed at four livres, ten sols. 

Thus ordered, &G. 

Done at Quebec, on the eighteenth day of March one thousand seven hundred and 
forty-six. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 

[Ord. of 1748, No. 35, Folio 10.J 

Ordinance compelling the Sieur Courthiau, acting for Dlle Lestage, proprietress oj 
the seigniory oj" Berthier, to grant a title to the fahrique oj" the parish of Berthier, 
of a lot of land given by Madame de Villemur, according to a location ticket oj" 
the 3rd November 1710, witlwut any charge, save and except ~n the event oj" the 
sairllot passing into the hands oj" third pm·ties, in, which case such third parties 
shall be held to pay to the seigniar one sol oj Tent by each arpent in superficies, three 
capons for the whole oj"the grant, and two sols of cens. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Between Father Michel Levasseur, a Friar of the Religious Order of RecoUets, 
discharging the duties of rector of Berthier, and Joseph Lafreniere, an inhabitant of 
the same place, in his capacity of church-warden in office of the fabrique of the church 
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arpents of the said fishery, without leave and against the will of the plaintiff, which 
causes him a considerable damage; 

vVherefore he prays that we may be pleased to summon the said Antoine Gagnon 
before us, for the purpose of ordering that the plaintiff be maintained in the pOBse~sion 
and enjoyment of the fishery in question throughout the extent of the domain of La 
P ocatiere, according to our said ordinance and to the deed of partnertship above men. 
tioned; that the said Gagnon be prohibited from disturbing the plaintiff in the enjoy. 
ment of the said fishery, and that he be condemned, for having done .'0, to such dam· 
ages and interest as it will please us to order, and also to the payment of costs. 

Our order of the 8th day of July last being at the bottom of the said petition, the 
said ordinance to the effect that the said petition should be served upon the parties to 
appear before us the 1st day of August next; service of the said petition and order 
upon the defendant at the instance of the plaintiff, by Dionne, a bailiff, the 14th day 
of July, with notice to appear before us on the said 1st day of August next. 

The answer in writing to the said petition served upon the plaintiff, at the instance 
of the defendant, the 31st July, by which answer the defendant prays that, without 
reference to the demand of the said Loziers, the dismissal of which he demands that he 
be permitted, as well as his neighbours Joseph Ruyot and St. Amant, to set a fishery 
for taking porpoise in front of their lands, according to their deeds of concession and 
in preference to the plaintiff, that the said plaintiff may be prohibited, as well as all 
others employed by him, from molesting the parties above named, or from hindering 
them to set the said fishery, and using and enjoying the same, upon pain of all cost" 
losses and damages, the whole 1vith costs against the plaintiff. 

Our interlocutory judgement in the premises, dated the said 1st of August, by which 
it is ordered that the matter should remain over for consideration during a fortnight, 
during which period the parties should be held to place in the hands of our secretary 
the documents they intended to use, and the plaintiff would be bound to produce the 
agreement which he alleges was made between the Sieur Dauteuil de Monceaux and 
several of the inhabitants of the said seigniory, and more particularly with the defend· 
ant in relation to the front of their lands, the said order served upon the said defendant, 
by the Sieur Bouchard, an officer of militia of the said place, the 1st September 
follo1ving. 

A paper writing containing observations, served upon the defendant, the 5th of the 
said month of September, by which the plaintiff persists in the preceeding conclusioJlli. 

Seeing also a paper writing or agreement, between the late Mr. Dauteuil, the elder, 
and the said defendant, dated the 16th October 1736, by which he undertake" to sell to 
the de~endant a portion of his domain of two arpents of land in front b f thirty in depth, 
the saId two arpents to be taken above the King's highway and from thence 11mrunrT in 
deth'" . ' '" P ,JOlillng on the south-west SIde to Charles Minville, and 011 the north.east side 
to the unconceded la d f th 'd d . T . 
I n 0 e sal omam.- hesald sale made subiect to the charges, 

causes and conditions t £ rth' h 'd J. 
se 0 m t e sal agreement, and in which neither the rIght 
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of fishing nor the beach are mentioned, it being merely stated that the said Gagnon 
!haU take a deed of concession subject to the same clauses and conditions as in the 
)ther deeds in the said seigniory, the said agreement signed" Ruette Dauteuil." 

Seeing further the deed of copartnership between the said Sieur Dauteuil, the 
younger, and the said plaintiff, of the 10th February 1738, containing the leave granted 
by the said Sieur Dauteuil to the plaintiff, to calTY on a porpoise fishery upon the 
whole extent of his domain, and other stipulations touching the said fishery; our ordi­
nance of the said 31st March 1738, with a certificate of Joseph Dionne, notary, on the 
south shore of the river, produced by the defendant, dated the 5th day of August last, 
by which it is attested that he never executed any deed of renunciation or abandon­
ment by the defendant in favor of Mr. Dauteuil, of the front of the land sold him by 
M1'. Dauteuil, the elder. 

Everything considered, and after due deliberation thereon, we have maintained the 
plaintiff in the possession and enjoyment of the fishery in question, throughout the 
extent of the domain of La Pocatiere, conformably to the deed of copartnership be­
tween the said Sieur Dauteuil and the said plaintiff; we forbid the said Gagnon, and 
all others, to molest him in the enjoyment of the said fishery, under the penalties im­
posed by law, the whole without prejudice to the rights which His Majesty may have 
to the said fishery. 

We condemn the defendant to the payment of costs taxed at four livres, ten sols. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the eighteenth day of March one thousand seven hundred and 
forty-six. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 

[Ord. of 1748, No. 35, Folio 10.J 

Ordinance compelling the Sieur Courthiau, acting for Dlle Lestage, proprietress oj 
the seigniory if Berthier, to grant a title to the fabrique if the parish of Berthier, 
if a lot of land given by Madame de Villemur, according to a location ticket if 
the 3rd November 1710, without any charge, save and except ~n the event if the 
said lot passing into the hands if third parties, in which case such third parties 
shall be held to pay to the seignior one sol oj rent by each arpent in superficies, three 
capons for the whole if the grant, and two sols of cens. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Between Father Michel Levasseur, a Friar of the Religious Order of RecoUets, 
discharging the duties of rector of Berthier, and Joseph Lafreniere, an inhabitant of 
ilie same place, in his capacity of church-warden in office of the fabrique of the church 
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of the I':lid pari;h, plaintifli; by way ~f petition, by. us answe~ed yesterday, the said La­
freniJre perwnally present, and assIsted by the SIeUT Daure, royal notary. the bearer 

uf certain documents, of the one part; 

And Dlle Marie J osephe Esther Sayer, widuw of and commune en biens with the 
late t:\ieur Pierre Lestage, in hi" lifetime trader of this town, and Dlle l\Iarie Lestage, 
spinoter of full ag~', residing at Bayonne, sister. an~ only heires~ at law of the said late 
Sieur Lestage, in pussession of the lands and seIgnlOry of Berthler, defendants, appear­
ing Ly the Sieur Courthiau, a trader of this town, their attorney duly corutituted, of 

the ulhcr part. 

Seeing the petiti(Jn setting forth that, on the 31'd day of November 1710, Madame de 
Villemur, then proprietrcss of the said seigniory of Berthier, gave authority to one 
Causabon to eXE;cnte the dee,l of grant of the land in the said seigniory which :;1;0 had 
given to the church there; that under and by virtue of the said location ticket, the 
iilbrique of the sc:id parish of Berthier took possession of the said land, and caused a 
church and parsonage houoc to be erected, and a cemetery to be laid out, thereon, and 
have had the enjoyment of the said land since the said year 1710, without hindrance or 
molestation, and \yithout any other title than the said location ticket; that, notwith­
standing that prescription alone is now sufficient to insure to the said fabrique the free 
and undisturbed po~session of the said land, nevertheless to avoid any difficulty which 
might arise hereafter by reason of the said land, the said fabri(lue is de.oil'oll3 of obtain­
ing a title, but as the declaration of His l\:Iuje~ty of the 25th November 17 -1:3, which 
prohibits religiouci and other corporations, who can only acquire in mort-main (en main 
marley, fi:om so acquiring immoveable property, seems to be an obstacle in their way, 

Praying that, ina.<Iilll(:h as the fabrique of the said fabrique of Berthier has been in 
pnsse:;:;iun of the saiel land ft)1' more than thirty-seven years, we will be pleased to 
allow them to summon the ,aid widow Lu.,tuc;-l', the now propridre:;,; of the said seig-­
niory of Berthier, to appear before us, to the end that it may be ordered that she shall 
be held to gi ye to the said fabrique of Berthier a title, in due fol'lll, of the lot ofland 
above mentioned, which contains two arpents in front by ten arpents in depth, where 
the said land has three arpents in front by thirty-four in depth, bounded in front by 
the river St. Lawrence, in the rear by Jean Baptiste Riviere, on one side by Fran~ois 
Uenerem.:, and on the other side partly by the lands of the domain of the said seigniory, 
and partly by Pierre C ellereux; and in default thereof that our ordinance in the premises 
shall be equiyalent to such title, the s"-iLl petition ,iglled " rl'S. Michel Levasseur," the 
said Lafi-eniere being unable to \yrite; 

Our order b~ing at the foot of the same to the effect that the said petition should be 
se:-ved to the WIdow Lestage and to the Sieur Courthiau, the attorney duly namet1 of the 
saId Dlle Lestage, of Bayonne, proprietress of the said seiQTIiory of Berthier in 
or~er t~at the! mi~ht gi\:e their answer to the same in writing, band appear befor~ WI 

thi~ da), at mne 0 clock m the mornincr 
o· 

The written answer without dat b· 'h' h h S' , " . 
aft h . e, J W lC t e leur Courtluau, actmg as aforesald, 

er aVlDg taken comm . . f h 'd .. 
UIllCatlon 0 t e sal petitIOn, -and of the letter of attorney in 
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question, admits that the fabrique of Berthier aforesaid is in possession of the land 
mentioned and described in the said petition; that the said fabrique, since the making 
of the writing above mentioned, has always been in possession of the said land; that he 
does not contest the right of the said fabrique to obtain a title to the same, having fre­
quently offered such title; that he is willing to abide by what we may oruer upon the 
subject; praying, nevertheless, that we will order that, in the event of the said fabrique 
selling or otherwise disposing of the said land, the purchaser of the same may be held 
to pay the same rents as the other inhabitants of the said seignioryare bound to pay, 
namely: two sols of cens, one sol per each arpent in superficies, and half a bushel of 
wheat by each twenty arpents; that the said fabrique shall be prohibited from parcel­
ing out the said land, in future, into building lots for a village, and that the seignior 
will have the right of taking upou the said land all the tirnber necessary for the build­
ing of a church, the principal manor-house and other public works 0-The said paper 
writing signed" Courthiauo" 

Seeing also copy of the power of attorney given by the said Dlle Marie Lestage, 
residing at Bayonne, sister and heiress of the late PielTe Lestage, the said copy duly 
compared with the original thereof remaining of record with the Sieur Daure, by 
which power of attorney she gives to the said Sieur Courthiau all the necessary autho­
rity in relation to the estate of the said late Sieur Lestage, as appears by the said 
power of atturney executed before Jean Hape de Mouho, royal notary of the said 
town of Bayonne, the seventeenth of May one thousand seven hundred and forty-four, 
and duly certified by Mr. Salvart de Lespes, lieutenant general in the jnri~diction of 
the town of Bayonne, aforesaid, the eighteenth day of the said month of l',I ~lYo 

Another power of attorney given by the said Dame ,Yitlow Lastage, residing in this 
town, to the said Courthiau, by which she confers upon him the power of administering 
all, each and every her affairs and property, present and future, to grant to such persons 
as he may see fit lands in the seigniory of Berthier, subject to such charges, clauses 
and conditions as he may think proper, as the whole is fully c~~plained in the said 
power of attorney executed before Daure and Adh{:mar, royal notaries of this ju­
risdiction, the twentieth of January one thousand seVCll hundreLl and forty-fi\"L~, and 
the letter or power of attorney of the said Dame de Villemur, big-ued by her and dated 
the third of November one thousand seven hundred and ten, by which ~he anthorises 
the said Casaubon, to execute the title of the land she gives to tho church, the said 
power being duly authenticated with our initials. 

Having heard the parties so appearing: we have granted them acte of the matters 
allegcJd by them, and of the matters they agree to by consent; and in conse­
quence :-

We order that by the first notary who may be thereunto required, the said Cour­
thiau, acting as afore~aid, shall be held to gTant a deed of concession to the fabrique 
of the parish of Berthier of the laud in question, subject only to the condition that in 
the event of the saidfabrique selling or otherwise disposing of the same, the purchaser 
of the same shall be bound to pay to the proprietor ofthe seigniory the ordinary cells 

GO) 
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et rentes of one sol of rent per each arpent in supe7jicies, three capons for the whole of 
the land and tu;o sols of cens, and in default of the said Courthiau granting the said 
deed of ~oncession, within fifteen days from the service of the ordinance, our said OT­

dinance shall be equivalent to such title. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the tweuty-third of February, one thousand seven hundred and 

f(Jrty-eight. 

Signe<l, HOCQUART. 

[Ordce. of 1749, No. 36, folio 34.] 

Ordinance permitting the inhabitants of Cap St. Ignace to pay the rents which they 
mee to the Sicur de Vincelotle, in the current coin of the country, with a reduction 
of one quarter, a1ul which orders that they shall furnish {at live capons, or the sum 
of 22 sols 6 deniers in money for each, at they may choose. 

FIL\N~OIS BIGOT, &c. 

Between Louis Guyon and Joseph Richard inhabitants of the seigniory of Cap St. 
Ignace, plaintiffs by way of petition, answered by us the twentieth of December last, 
personally present, of the one part; 

And the Sieur Vincelotte du Hautmenil, seignior of the said Cap St. Ignace, 
defendant, also personally present, of the other part ; 

Having seen the said petition, setting forth that the said plaintiffs are tenants of the 
said seigniory, together with their co-heirs, and others for whom they are acting, and 
proprietors of seven arpents of land in front by forty in depth, charged with thirty sols 
of reduced rent, by each arpent in front, and of a capon by each arpent, as appears by 
the deed of concession granted by the 'Vidow of the Sieur Charles Amiot in favor of 
the late Nicolas Gamache. the predecessor of the plaintiffs, by reason of which charges 
the plaintiffs on the eleventh of November last called upon the said Sieur Vincelotte 
for the purpose of paying the same, who refused the rents due upon the said land and 
the capons, pretending, as he said, that they were obliged to pay in money, which 
cannot be done, as money is not plentiful enough in this country; wherefore, in con­
clusion, the plaintiffs pray that by reason of'the said deed of concession before Bequet, 
notary, dated the tenth of July 1675, we may be pleased to summon the said Sieur 
','incelotte before us, in order that he may be enjoined to take payment u'om the plain­
tIffs of the rents and amounts due him, in the CUTTent notes of the country. 

Our ordi~ance ofthe twentieth of December last following, ordering the same to 
be co~mum~~ted to the Sieur Vincelotte that he might appear before us this day. 
The Sald petltlOn and ordinance served upon the said Sieur Vincelotte, on the thirtieth 
ofthl: same month, togethpr with a summons for this day. 
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Seeing also the above deed of concession, by which the said Dame Victoire Amiot, 
proprietress of the said seigniory of Vincelotte, has granted to to the said Nicolas 
Gamache, a lot of land of seven arpents in front by forty in depth, upon condition of 
paying each year the sum of fourteen livres in money and seven good fat live capons 
of seigniorial rents, and two sols of cens for the whole of the said grant. 

The parties being heard, and after the defendant had stated that his only reason for 
refusing to receive the rents of the land in question from the plaintiffs, was because 
they wished to pay him with a reduction of a fourth; that he the defendant believes 
he is right in demanding the said rents without any reduction, inasmuch as it is stated 
that they shall be in money (argent 'fIwnnoye) which means awl is equivalent to the cur­
rency of France, wherefore he prays that the plaintiffs be bound to pay him the said 
rents agreeably to the said deed, and to give him the fat live capons as therein sti­
pulated. 

The plaintiffs replied that the old rents have been reduced by one fourth in virtue 
of the different declarations from the King, and they maintain that these rents ought to 
be reduced likewise, in consequence of His Majesty's declaration of the twenty-fifth of 
March one thousand seven hundred and thirty, rendered in explanation of the one of 
the fifth of July one thousand seven hundred and seventeen, and inasmuch as it is not 
stated in the deed in question, that the rents shall be payable in the current money of 
France or Tournois or Parisis. 

We ordain that the said plaintiffs and their co-heirs shall pay the rents they owe 
to the Sieur Vincelotte, in the currency of this country with the reduction of a 

fourth,-

We order them, in pursuance of the said deed to furnish fat live capons or the sum 
of twenty-two sols six deniers in money for each, according to their choice; each 
party to pay his own costs. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the fourth of January 1749. 

Signed, BLGOT. 
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[Onlcc. of 1740, 1\ u. 36, folio 4<1. J 

Olilinnilec COiiIIllWI!1in,!!; the infl(ltJitants if the Cute Beaupre to o1l1Mt to their .Ici­
[!nia)':; the titles r:if mOl C'S.l1 lp to the lands held 11!! tfl('m, and ordering each If the 

~aid inha7itlll,'ls to film ish to their said seignioTs aeapy in dll c form of each 
r:! the sai(l titles, under a penalty of ten lirrcs op.ainst those u'1/O may j·efuse, 

,j'c., ,I'r;. 

FRAN90IS BIGOT, &c. 

Seeing the petition IJresenteu to us by the Superior and Director of the seminary of 
the nUSS!(I,'IS etmn:;,~r('s c",t'1blished at Quebec, ~tating that as seigniors of the seigniory 
of Beaupre, th(,y h~l\,(' a right to lads et ~'clltr" according to the Custom of Pari." upon 
all salf'3 of lot; of bnd or purtions of lots belonging to the said seigniory ; that it i.> 
almost the only clue or revellue they c:m collect, as by the distribution of the Ian.]." 
tk·y are let or C(lllcl}Lled for wry small rents; that they are depri-Yed of the privilege 
of collec:ing lads et ~'cllies which are legitimately due them by the care persons take til 
conceal th~ir L1cct13 of purcb.],;c, and by ('ycn rcfl1.-ing to exhibit them and furnish 
cories, the resp], of which has been that, up to this time, they have been unable to 
know their rights, and dCll'lnd or sue for them, wherefore the petitioners conclude 
that we may be plt·ased to (rc1er that each of the inhabitants of the said seignioryof 
Beaupre, who is 01','l1C' f r any portion ofland in it, shall be bound, within one month 
from the day of publication of the present ordinance, to bring to the petitioners, at their 
re~idence in the s81ninary of Quebec, their titleR to the lands helc1 by them in the said 
seigniory, [rom the grant given of the said land or part thereof, up to and including 
the title in virtue of,,-hich they pretend to be owners and proprietors ;-

That they be also further bound to fumish, at their own cost, to the petitioners, a 
copy in due form of each of the said deeds from the deed of concession of the said 
lands, and that they be immediately obli,;ed to pay the petitioners the lods et rcntcs 
which may be uwill3' to them, with sai-;ine et amende, and other debts, and in 
default of so doing, and by reason of the negligence and refusal of several of them, that 
they be compelled thereto by the seizure of their lands and crops, and by being de­
I,l-i,-ed of them in favor of the petitioners; that they he obliged to pay the interest of 
the amounts due for lads et vcrdes from the expiration of the twenty days wh:ch the 
Custom allows them to exhibit their title-deeds of purchase. 

In consequence of the said petition we order each of the inhabitants of the said 
seigniury of Beauprc to exhibit to the petitioners, Cit their residence in Quebec, within 
one month from the day of the publication of the present ordinance, their titles to the 
lands owned by them in the said seigniory, from the deed of concession originally 
made of the said land or portion thereof, down to the title in virtue of which they pre­
tend to be OW11,,'!'.3, 

'.v. e also ordain that each of the said inhabitants shall, at his own cost, furnish the 
petltlOners wi th a c . d i- f If· . d d •. . opy III ne orm 0 car; 1 0 the saId deeds of sale, Slllce the ee 
eo- ('(lIlCeSSlon un 1 ' J f I' . , 

, lela ppna ty ° tpn 71Trs ~gmnRt tho,,!, who may refu~e, reRcn-wg'to 
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the petitioners their recourse, through the ordinary means, for the lads et ventes which 
may be acknowledged as due to them; 

And our present ordinance shall be read and published in each of the said parishes 
of the seigniory of Beaupre, after di yine service in the morning, by any bailiff thereto 
requiretl who shall give a certificate thereof, which publication shall answer the pur­
pose of a service, so that the said inhabitants may not plead ignorance. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the 10th Fubruary 17M!. 

Signed, BIGOT. 

[On1. of 1749, No. 36, Folio 61.] 

Ordinance d ismissillg ;,Ile rlcmaruZ if tlw sieurs Dupere ct Le Bel, against one FranFois 
Lcd:que if l(a?7wurasl.a, oy ~ohicl~ tlwy pretend tltat thefislwry if tlw said Le­
veque extended too far out, tlwt it migltt cause disastrous accidents to small vessels 
and boats, and t7~at it was prejudicial to his neigM ours. 

FItAN90IS BIGOT, &c. 

Seeing the judgment rendered in the prev08te of this town on the 5th of March 1678, 
between the sieur Jean Baptiste: Duperey, merchant of this town, and Jean Le Bel, 
inhabitants of Petit Kamoura~ka, plaintiffs: and Fran~ois l'Evesque, inhabitant of the 
said place, defendant, by whicll, before final judgment, reference was had to U', inas­
much as the beach in question belongs to the king; the costs reserved, the said judg­
ment not signified. 

The petition presented to Mr. Hocquart, heretofore intendant in this country, by the 
said Duperey and Le Bel, praying, for the reasons therein stated, that in consequence 
of the saitljudgment, he would wish to summon the said l'Evesque, that the petitioners 
might have the conclusions taken in their petition and summons of the 9th and 18th 
of February preceding, granted to them; in support of which conclusions they state 
the reasons contain'tl in the said petition, and they further observe that if the said 
l'Evesqllc were allowed to extend his fishery to low water mark, which in that place 
Iuns two leagues out, very dangerous accidents might happen to small vessels or boats, 
which would be wrecked or upset in trying to anchor or run into the bay during bad 
weather. 

Then follows the ordinance of the 6th April 1748, ordering it to be communicated 
to the parties, that they might appear on the Tuesday next following, at nine o'clock 
in the morning, service of the whole being made upon the said l'Evesque, on the same 
ilny, by ValId, a hniliU; at the requL'ct of the petitiOlwrs; seeing also the default ob-
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tained on the ninth of the said month, by the said Duperey and Le Bel against the 
said l'Evesqut, served upon him on the twentieth, with notice to appear on the Wed­

nesday following. 

Seeing also the petition presented to the lieutenant-general of the prevoste of this 
town by the said Duperey and Le Bel, stating that the custom always followed 
in this colony was, for the inhabitants who have a right to fish in front of their land, to 
place their fisheries so as not to incommode their neighbours, and deprive them uf 

the small advantages accruing to them from their fisheries as a livelihood, a custom 
which is so just and w well established that were it otherwise, the first inhabitant. 
owner of a grant ofland, would extend his fishery to low water mark, and thus dqJrive 
all those coming after him of an advantage which should be common to them all, and 
more particnlarly in places where the land forms a cove; that the said Fran~ois l'E­
vesque wished to do away with, and overthrow this custom, and for the purpo3e of 
doing so, has rented the fishery of one Dumont, an inhabitant of Petit Kamouraska, 
and far from being satisfied with placing his fishery as the said Dumont was in the 
habit of doing, and as all the other inhabitants, his neighbours do, he had placed a se­
cond fishery, then a third onf', and was about placing a fourth which would extend 
as far as l'Islet aux Harengs, according to the annexed plan, so that if the pretensions 
of the said l'Evesque were allowed, he would stop all the fisheries of his neighbours, 
who would be unable to profit by the advantages given them by their deeds, while the 
said I'Evesque would carryon a considerable trade in fish; finally, if his pretensions 
were listened to, the first inhabitant of Petit Kamouraska would only have to follow 
his example, and all the others might then take away their fisheries. 

Wherefore the petitioners, in conclusion, pray that the said l'Evesque may be bound 
to conform to the custom established in this colony, in relation to the placing of fishe­
ries in front of the lands of the inhabitans; that he be prohibited from placing several 
fisheries in fi'ont of one another, as he has done, and that he be bound to place his 
fishery as his neighbours do. Tho said judgment containing the statements of the par· 
ties, in which the said l'Evesque contends that he has never placed his fisheries so 88 

to be in the way of other persons' rights, having only placed them upon the ground 
belonging to him as grantee of the said Dumont; that what appears to hurt the said 
Duperey and Le Bel, is merely the shape of his fishery, in which more fish are caught 
than in those of his neighbours; that the fisheries in question may, however, be exa­
mined hy experts, to be agreed upon by the parties, or named ex-qfficio, to ascertain if 
they are prejudicial to the rights of the parties. 

~erefore the said l'Evesque demands the dismissal of the present action, and after 
seemg the plan of the place and having deliberated, we have dismissed the demand 
formed against the said l'Evesque, each party paying his own costs. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 26th March 1749. 

(~igned) BIGOT. 
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(Ord. of 1749, No. 37, Folio 15.) 

Ordinance enjoining the inltabitants qf the county qf St. Laurent to exhibit to Messir e 
Gaillard, priest and seignior qf the Island and county qf Orleans, t1~eir title-deeds, 
to the landslLeld by them in the said seigniory, and ordering them to give tlteir said 
seignior a copy qf the same at their own cost, under penalty qf a }ine qf ten livrea 
against tlwse who may rifuse. 

JEAN VICTOR VARIN, &C. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by the sieur Joseph Ambroise Gaillard, priest, 
seignior of the Island and county of St. Laurent, stating that he is under the absolute 
necessity of rendering fealty and homage to the King, according to the clauses con­
tained in the deed of concession of this seigniory; that he is further bound to furnish 
his acknowledgment, (aveu et dhwmbrement) according to law, and within the time 
appointed by the custom in this respect; that he is unable to accomplish that duty, in­
asmuch as since the making of his last register, a large number of properties have 
passed into other hands, and that such new possessors are unknown, avoiding and taking 
care not to be known, in order to avoid the payment of quint, reliif and lods et ventes 
and other seigniorial dues, which is almost the only revenue of the said seigniory, in­
asmuch as the said lands are conceded at the lowest rate, and that this obligation Of 
giving to the King an acknowledgment as aforesaid, compels the petitioner to apply 
to us. 

Wherefore, the petitioner concludes that we may be pleased to order the inhabitants 
of the county of St_ Laurent to exhibit, within fifteen days of the publication of this 
our ordinance, to the petitioner, in hisseigniorial manor-house, their titles of property, 
namely the original titles of concession and those by virtue of which they have become 
proprietors: that they will be bound moreover to furnish to the petitioner at their 
own costs, an authentic copy of the said titles; that they will be at once condemned 
to pay to the said petitioner the right of relief, quint, fines and other dues established 
by the custom, and that publication of this ordinance be macIe at the church door of 
each church in the said county of St. Laurent, by the bailiff of the place. 

Having taken the said petition into our consideration, we order everyone of the 
inhabitants of St. Laurent, to exhibit to the said petitioner, in his mannor-house, within 
one month from the publication of this our ordinance, his titles of property for the 
land they possess in the said seigniory, from the date of the original grant to the date 
of the titles by which they have become purchasers of such lands; we do hereby 
moreover ordain the said inhabitants to furnish to the said petitioner, at their own ex­
pense, an authentic copy of the said deeds or titles, under a penalty of ten livrea 
against the parties refusing to do so, reserving to the petitioner his recourse for his 
right of relief, quint, fines and other dues established by the custom ;-

And this our ordinance shall be read and published in each of the parishes of the 
said county of St. Laurent, after divine service, by the bailiff of the place, so that none 
of the said inhabitants may be ignorant thereof 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 20th August 1738. 
(Signed) VARIN. 
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[Ord. from 1750 to 1751, No. 38, Folio 33.] 

Ordinance ]lmhiuilillg the inhabitants if St. Augustin to fish allYlchere else but i,l 
{ront r:fthcir Lands, and lIot to meet togetlter ill the ?7IClU!UII'S 0/ the donutin (iftite 
7)00'1", along the 7'it'cr ClljJ-Rouge, 1107' to make jwesJhue (wd.l,?cak the fences, on 
pain o{ 50 li?;res fillc,payable to the {u6n'jI!C o{ St. Llugust1ll. 

FRAN<;OIS BIGOT, &c. 

Having seen the petition presented to us by Dame l\I:uie J osephe Gen~Yie\'(' Regnard 
Duplc,;,;i,;, de l'Enf;l!lt-J e,n.<, a ReliSrious Leu1y, tlcpositary of the l'mperty of the poor 
of tho Hotel-Dieu ofthi~ cit~·, to whom the seigniory of St. Augustin belongs, stating 
that she has agreed with one Jean l\Il'unier, ;::n inhabitant of the said place, to make a 
dam upon the said land for the prc,;enation of the mill thereon erected, and to convey 
thereto the water of the river Cap-Rouge; that, bince this dam has been built, which 
retains fish below it, a great number of the inhabitants of the said seigniory, instead 
"f fishing in front of their property, as they were wont t'J do, come and fish there, dis· 
turbing the miller in the enjoyment of his property; -which does comidcrable injury to 
the said Hotel-Dieu by the deterioration caused to the said mill and to the land adjoin. 
ing the same, by digging for worms to be used as bait, and inasmuch as the said seigniors 
of St. Augustin h;lve the exc lu"j YO right and plil'ilcgo of ITIrr1:il'<:;' use of the diEcbargc 
and outlet of the said dam, they applied to us that we may be plea~ed to prohi1it all 
the inhabitants of the said ot'i<:;niory of St. Augustin from fishing in the said riYcr Cap. 
Rouge, near the dam built upon the property of the said Jean MennieI', on pain against 
the contravening parties ofpuying such fine as we shall thillk fit; 

And aI,,, to forh,l, undcr the same penalty, the said inhabitants from gathering to· 
gether in the meadows belonging to the poor, along the said riser Cap-Rouge, to make 
fires there and to break tho fencc~ put up to keep out the cattle, without which the said 
poor will lose a great portion of the revenues of the said seigniOTY, people going on 
~unc1ays, even during divine senicc, in the baid meadrJws and destroying the grass, 
which causes great prejudice to the poor. 

Having taken the said petition in our consideration, we do hereby prohibit the inha­
bitants of the said seigniory of St. AUQ'Ustin from fishiua- anywhere else than in front of 
their lands, under a penalty against ilie contrayening~artic:" of fifty hacs payable to 
the said parish; 

And we do prohibit all persons from gathering t(,.~('thor in the said meadows and 
domain of the poor, along the river Cap-Rouge, to make fires there and to break down 
the fences which keep out the cattle . 

. ~d this ordinance shall be read and puhlished in the said pari~h, after div1ne ser­
YICe III the forenoon, so that the inhabitants thereof may not be ignorant of the same. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quobec, on the twenty-fifth day of May one thousand seven hundred and 
fifty. 

(Signed) BIGOT, 
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[Ord. from 1750 to 1751, No. 38, Folio 55.] 

Ordinance which, at the request if the inhabitants if Beaupre, liberates them from the 
obligation if procuring to their ~eigni(yJ's copies if their titles of property, 01' an 
uhstract thereof, q'c, 

FUAN'fOIS BIGOT, &c. 

Upon the representation made to us by the majority of the inhabitants of Beaupre, 
in relation to our ordinance of the 10th February 1749, which condemns them to give 
to the Seminary of Quebec, proprietor of the seigniory of Beaupre, authentic copies 
of their titles of property ; that these copies are very numerous a;td expensive, inas­
much as they ought to be made by notaries; that the Seminary has no right to exact 
Buch copies, according to the provisions of the Custom of Pari ", nor even an abstract­
thereof, and can only demand from the said inhabitants exhibition of their titles, that the 
Seminary may take communication of them, and know the persons who owe them 
lads et v'o'ntes ; 

Wherefore the said inhabitans pray us to liberate them from this obligation. 

We, having taken the matter into our consideration, do hereby exonerate and dis­
charge the inhabitants of Beaupre from the obligation imposed upon them by our ordi­
nance of the lOth February 1749, of furnishing to the said Seminary authmtic copies 
of their titles of property or an abstract thereof; 

And we do hereby, in consequence, liberate them from the judgment rendered in 
that respect against them by the judge having jurisdiction in the saia sf'ignioryof 
Beaupre, reserving to the said Seminary to take the necessary proceedings to oblige 
their tenants to exhibit their titles, that they may know the persons who owe lods et 
ventes, and have them condemned to pay the same; 

And it is our will that this ordinance be read and published at the church door of 
Chateau-Richer, after divine service, anu that it be registered in the office of the clerk 
of the court there, of which registration our fiscal agent shall transmit us a certificate. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the sixth day of March one thousand seven hundred and 

fifty-one' 

(Signed) BI(,~T. 
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[Ord. of1752, 1753 & 1754, No. 39, Folio 56.] 

Ordinance which maintains Seraphim Desrochers in the possession and enjoyment of 
two lands in the seignimy of Sorel, of three arpents in front by twenty a1'pents in 
depth, charged ~cith a 7'ent of 4 livr~s and 10 sols each. granted. to him lty locatUm 
tickets, in oppo~'tlOn to the pretenswns of 1\l[r. de la Cotonnerze, the agent of the 
said seignivl'!!, who 2canted to have them reunited to the dmnain of the heirs Ra­
mezay, Jrrop?ietors of the said seignioTY, 4-c. 

FRAN~OIS BIGOT, &c. 

Franc;ois Desrochers, residing in the parish of the Immaculee Conception, plaintiff 
by petition by us answered the 23rd February, personally appearing, of the one part; 

And the Sieur de la Colonnerie, as agent of the seigniory of Sore], belonging to the 
heirs of the late Mr. de Ramezay, defendant, also personally appearing, ofthe other 

part. 

Having seen the said petition, alleging that the said defendant, in his-quality afore­
said, wishes to deprive the said plaintiff of the possession and enjoyment of two lands 
in the said seigniory of Sorel, of three arpents in front,each, by twenty arpents in depth, 
because he has no deeds of concession for the same, but only a location ticket for each 
of them, and the proces-verbaux of survey, upon which lands the plaintiff has always 
worked, having cleared a portion thereof, and enjoyed the same in good faith and 
without bein~ disturbed; 

Wherefore he concludes that we may be pleased to order that the said plaintiff be 
maintained in the possession and enjoyment of the said lands, conformably to his loca· 
tion tickets; 

At the bottom of which petltlOn is our ordinance of the said 23rd day of February 
last, ordering that communication be given to the said Sieur de la Colonnerie to be 
heard before us saturday the 3rd day of this month; 

Having also seen the default obtained by the plaintiff against the defendant, notice 
of which has been given to him, to be heard this day; 

Having moreover seen the location ticket, dated the 19th March 1742, given to the 
plaintiffby Mr, Denys de Ramezay, one of the said heirs, for a land of 3 arpents in 
front by 20 in depth, situate in the said seigniory of Sorel, joining the line of the 
seigniory of St, Ours, subject to a rent of 4 llvres and 10 sols; another location ticket, 
dated the 2nd February 1744, given to the plaintiff by one Antoine Dutremble, acting 
for the . h.ei:s de Ramezay, for another land of 3 arpents in front by 20 arpents in 
depth, Jommg the one 8 bove mentioned, subject also to'll rent of 4liV1'es and 10 sols; 
the JYfoces-?;Crbaux of the boundaries of the said lands made at the instance of the 
plaintiff by Pi1adeau, a sworn land-surveyor, dated th~ 28th June 1752 and a certi-
ficate si!med by Fra ('. P' h d' D ' d P' . ' o ll.,.OlS lC et It upre an leITe Muctu1 dated the 11th Nov. 
last, by which it appears t1 t tl ' 1 d h ' " ' h la ,on le saIl ay, t e smd plamtlff offered to pay to t e 



defendant the rents of the said two lands, which the defendanf'refused to accept allecr-, 0 

ing that the said location tickets are null and void, while the said plaintiff maintains 
that he is considered as one of the inhabitants of Sorel, and is made to contribute to 
the building of the church thereof; 

Having heard the parties, and the defendant having admitted that he has refused to 
receive the said rents, because the said plaintiff, since the grants made to him of the 
said lands, has not resided thereon, nor worked upon the same, by reason of which 
Mr. de Ramezay, one of the said heirs, has been induced to concede the same to others, 
and demands the dismissal of the action of the said plaintiff, who has answered that he 
has caused work to be done upon the said lands, has been considered as the proprietor 
thereof, and has been made to contribute to the building of the church of the said 
parish; 

And upon the whole having maturaly deliberated, and inasmuch as the said heirs 
de Ramezay have not demanded, within the delay required by law, the reunion to 
their domain of the lands in question, 

We have maintained the plaintiff in the possession of the said two lands conformably 
to the location tickets above mentioned, which will be replaced by regular deeds, at 
the expense of the plaintiff, when required to do so, and provided the said plaintiff do 
pay the cens et Tcntes of the said land~ from the date of the said location tickets, and 
do reside upon the same within six months from this date; in default whereof, and 
the said delay having elapsed, the reunion of the said lands to the domain will be pro­
ceeded with, upon certificates furnished by the rector and captain of militia of the 
place, that the said plaintiff has not "availed himself of the delay granted him by this our 
ordinance, and the said plaintiff shall be in consequence deprived of his ri;ht of pro­

perty in the said lands. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the fourteenth day of March one thousand seven hundred and 

fifty-three. 

(Signed) BIGOT. 

True copy, 

(Signed) BIGOT. 
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lOrd. <If 1752, 1753, and 17£)4, No. 39, Fulio 77.] 

OrdinallCe proltibitillg the lwirs Gaillard, the sicur Jrilwnne and others, pretending to be 
proprietors if the jilj" Jliram:du', J.y,j;issiguit and Ristigoucl~e, in the Bait des elta­
lClIl's,j'I'Oln c.ractmg dlles and scigf,iorial cens ct 1'elltes from jislwl'lnen and otlteTs, 
inhabitants if thc said places, on pain if being considered as guilt!/ if extortion and 
fIIulcr a pillalty if 500 heres, payable to the Hospitals if Quebec. 

The parties now represented by the heirs Rey Gaillard having obtained three diffe­
rent letters patent from His Majesty, llated the 16th March 1691, granting to them 
the fil.fti l\Iiramichi, ?-~ipi,;"iguit and Ristigouche, in the Baie des Clwlcurs, in tbe 
gulf of St. Lawrence, of thirty-nine leagues in ii'ont anCl varying in depth, subject to 
the dearings and occupation mentioned in the said letters patent, they the said heir; 
Rey Gaillard have imGgined that they were entitled to resume the property of the said 
lands by means of the fealty anJ homage which they have renuercCl before us in 
July last, although neither they nor their predecesi:iors have made any establishments 
upun the said bUrl" conformably to the requirements of the said letters patent; and 
being informed that thi~ renewal of possession is made for the purpose of taking cod­
fi"h and obtaining rent,; from fishermen for beacheo, and not for the purpose of making 
sett' c'mC!llS, cOnfOTIllably to t.he said letters patent, the said heirs haying sold their prc­
tenslOns to the sieur Jehanile, who enjoys them in the same manuel'; and being in­
formed of the intentions of His J\lI.ljesty, who is willing to disposo otherwise of tbe 
"~li,llands now re-ullited to his domain, by reason of the grantees not having complied 
with the conditions contained in the said lettor~ patent; 

\Ve, notwithstanding the rendering of fealty and homage as aforesaid, and until 
the pleasure of His l\Iajesty in this respect be known, have annulled and rescinded tbe 
rights of property and possession in the saiu three fiefs; 

And we hereby prohibit the said Rey Gai11ard, the said sieur J £h:lIlne, and all others 
claiming rigbt of property in the said fiefs, from receiving any dues, ('ens et 1'entes from 
fishermen and others settling within the said grants, on pain of being held guilty of 
extortion and of five hundred livres fine, payable to the Hospitals of this city :_ 

And this ordinance sha11 be read, published and posted up in this city, and copies 
thereof shaH be sent to Miramichi, Nipissiguit and Ristigouche, to be there publish­
(xl, so that none may be ignorant of its content3. 

~ e do also hereby require the sieur Be11efeuille, our deputy at Pabo, to cause this 
ordmance to be executed and apprize us of any contravention thereto. 

Done at Q.uebec, the lot September 1753. 

(Signed) 

(True copy) 

(Signer!) 

BIGOT. 

BIGOT. 
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[Onl. of 17.52, 1753 ana 1754, No. 29, Fulio 37.] 

Ordinance rnaintm'ning tlie siear Jean Baptiste Dumont ill tlte possession and enjoyment 
of a land lw ltas acquired from Louis Lo::ieres, the proprietor thereqj, by cirtlte (:/ a 
location ticlcet from tlw siettr Dauteuil, seignior of tlte .fiif La Focatiere, upon tlte 
condition if his taking an authentic deed of concession at his own expense, paying 
tlte arrears if cms et rentcs, o/e. 

FRANr,OIS BIGOT, &c. 

Between Jean Baptiste Dumont, an inhabitant of Ste. Anne, seignioryof La Poca­
tiere, plaintiff by petition, answered by us the 16th February last, appearing for the 
sieur Lozieres, the younger, of the one part; 

And the sieur Dionne, notary, as the agent of the said seigniory, defendant, person­
ally appearing, of the other part :-

Having seen the said petition, stating that he has been in possession for upwards of 
six years, of a land of foul' arpents in front by forty-two in depth, in the second range 
of the said fief, upon which he is established; that this land has been sold to him by 
Lozieres, to whom it belonged by virtue of a location ticket of the 16th July 1731, 
granted by the sieur Da'uteuil, co-seignior of La Pocatiure; that the plaintiff having 
ap~li('(l to the defendant to obtain a title of concession in due form, the said defendant 
has refused co give him one ;-at bottom of which petition is our ordinance of the 16th 
Fel>rwcry h,,;t, onlut'ing that communication thereof be given to the said Dionne, to 
be heard before uo the 9th day of March following; also the default obtained on the 
said day by the plaintiff against the defendant, to be proceded upon, on the first day of 
April last ; 

Our ordinance of the said first day of April, by which we have ordered, be£:)re ad­
judicating upon the merits of the said petition, that the defendant should produce the 
ordinance of Mr. Hocquart, intendant, by him cited, and that the parties do appear 
before us this day at nine of the clock in the forenoon; 

Seeing also the promise of concession in the following words :-" I do hereby con­
" cede to Louis Lozieres a land of four arpents in front by forty alpents in depth in 
" the second range, joining Fran~ois Paradis, subject to the conditions, dues and char­
" ges imposed upon the inhabitants of the same range, of which conditions he shall 
" sign a deed, and give copy thereof to the seignior, at his own costs. 

" La Pocatiere, 16th July 1731. 

(Signed) DAUTEUIL." 

The sale by the said Louis Lozieres in favor of the plaintiff, of the 22nd May 1732, 
Mr. Parlier, a priest, acting for the said Lozieres, who declares he cannot sign, the 
ordinance of Mr. Hocquart above mentioned, the power of attorney given by the 
plaintiff to the said Luzieres, signed by the said Parlier, dated the 28th May last, that 
he might ;-lp[1r:ar b(\fore Uti; 
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The parties being heard, we do hereby ordain that the plaintifI'do take possession 
of the land in question, in conformity with the said promi8e of concession, for which 
land the said Dionne shall be obliged to give him a title, in default whereof this our 

orclinance will avail as a good and valid title, provided however, the said plaintiff do 
pay to the said defendant the cens et rentes of his l~nd, since t~e 16~h July 1731, date 
of the said promise of concession, at the rate paId by the mhabltants of the same 
rancre' and in case the said plaintiff should fail to pay the said cens et rcrlles and reside 

b , 

upon the said Lmd within two months, we do hereby declare that the said plaintiff 
shall be deprived of all rights upon the said land, each party paying his own costs. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 1st June 1754. 

(True copy) 
(Signed) 

(Signed) 

[Ord. of 1752, 1753 and 1754, No. 39, Folio 109.J 

BIGOT. 

BIGOT. 

Ordinance tc1ticll permits tlw siclIr Lahroucl/,e, 0/ Gaspe, to ta~e possession of the beach 
IcMcll is situate at tlwextremity 0/ Pointe Verte, and to enjoy tl/,e same ltinzse1f, and 

not otllencise. 

FRANc,:OIS BIGOT, &c. 

Haying seen the ordinance of the 22nd October last, in matters of p01ice regulatioru;, 
applying to Gaspe, by which, inasmuch as the sieur Barre, an inhabitant and fisherman, 
has taken, without any right, several fishing places already fitted up, we have ordered 
that he should select one, and that the others should be given by Mr. Bellefeuille, onr 
deputy, to such fishermen as should want them; and being informed that the said sienr 
Barre possesses three fishing places, one where he fishes himself, and the two others, 
which he leases to strangers who come to fish there, or to people residing in the place, 
and the said Mr. Bellefeuille not having put our ordinance in execution, 

We do hereby ordain that the said sieur Labrouche do take possession of the fishing 
ground situate at the extremity of Pointe Verte, belonging to the said Barre, which 
said fishing ground the said Labrouche shall occupy himself and not otherwise, and 
whenever he shall cease to occupy the same himself, our deputy shall dispose of it ill 
favor of fishermen who may require it. 

We do moreover command the said Barre to comply with our ordinance, on pain of 
all costs, damages and interests. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 10th October 1755. 

(True copy) 
(Signed) 

(Signed) 

BIGOT. 

BIGOT. 
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[Ordce. of 1755 to 1760, No. 40, folio 7.] 

Prohibition adressed to Jean Barre of Pointe Verte and others,forbidding them to exact 
any seigniorial ?'ights and dues from the inhalritants of Pasbebiak, and the ship.~ 
coming from France. 

FRANgOIS BIGOT, &c. 

Prohibition is hereby made to Jean Barre, inhabitant of Pointe Verte of the Grande 
Riviere and to all others, forbidding them to exact any seigniorial dues from the 
in~abitants of Pasbebiak, from ships coming from France for the fishing of cod fish; 
thls place as well as the greatest portion of Baie des Chaleurs being re-united to 
the King's domain, on pain of being sued for restitution and of being declared guilty 
of extortion ; 

And we do hereby require the Sieur Bellefeuille, our deputy, to cause these pre­
sents to be published wherever it may be needed, and to cause the same to be ex­
ecuted. 

Done at Quebec, the 23rd October 1755. 

Signed, BIGOT. 

[Ordce. of1755 to 1770, No. 40, folio 19.] 

Ordinance ?'Csiliating the concession of the building lot, of Amable Beaudry, in the 
parish of St. Charles de Chal1~bly, granted to him by the Sieur Joseph IJflarclwnd, 
sez:gnior of the said place, and condemning the said Sieur IVlarchaiuZ to 200 livres 
damages in favor of the said Amable Beaudry, with interest and costs. 

FRANqOIS BIGOT, &c. 

Between Amable Beaudry, of the parish of Saint Charles, in the seigniory of Cham­
bly, blacksmith, plaintiff by petition, answered by us on the thirtieth of July last, 

appearing in person, of the one part ; 

And the Sieur Joseph Marchand, seignior of the said parish, defendant, appearing 

by his wife, of the other part; 

Seeing the said petition which states that by deed before Duvernai, notary, on the 
2nd of Augu8t 1754, the defendant had conceded to the plaintiff an emplacement of 
sixty-one feet in front by one hundred and seventy-nine in depth, on condition of paying 
thirty livres ofrente and building a house upon it; that the plaintiff had built a house 
upon it which we ordered should be demolished, by reason of the contravention to 
the King's ordinance of the 6th of February 1755, which prohibits from building upon 



240 

lec's rrf(Jund than Ol1e arpellt and a half in front, by thirty or forty in depth; that tlie 
Sieu; l\Ln'cllUnd, who was aware of the ordinance, should not have obliged him to 
di~obey it, inO,smuch o,s no town had been erected in the parish; 

''Therefore, he concludes that we may be pleased to allow him to summon thc (]e, 

fend ant before us, to have it ordained that, inasmuch as he has disobeyed the King's 
ordinance, by conceding a small piece of land and obliging the plaintiff to build a 
housc upon it, thc deed of concession above mentioned is null and void, and the plain­
tiff discharcred from the clauses and conditions contained in it, and further that the 
defendant be condemncd to rcimbunHl to the plaintiff the amount it cost him to build 
the said house, according to the report of f.Tj)N!S, and to fifteen hundred liaes uf 
damages and intclwt, for the injury caused to the plaintiff, and the costs. 

Our ordinance of the 30th of July last being at the bottom of the said p:;tition, or, 
derinrr it to be communicated to the said Sieur Marchand, that he might appear before 
us thi: day, the said petition and ordinance served upon the 'defendant by LeBrun, a 
bailiff, on ,the third of this month, together with the notice to appear on the said, 
d,,-,'. 

The defeilcc in writing oft~l(, ,":tid Sieur Marchand, stating among other things, that 
when he conceded the said lJllidling lot to the plaintiff, he was not aware of the King's 
ordinance above mentioned, tbat he was the more excusable in being ignorant of it, 
inasmuch as he had not.hingto do with it, the punishment being only imposed upon those 
inhabitants who established themselves upon less ground than was mentioned in the or­
dinance, and not against the seigniors; that the plaintiff should h::ve been cognizant 
of the ordinance, and that it was not for the purpose of leading him into error that the 
deed obliged him to build a house, that it was merely to facilitate his means of gaining 
a livelihood by his t1'<1<1o, as he then had no place to live in. 

\Vherefore, the defendant concludes that the demand of the plaintiff be declared 
unlawful and unfounded, and that it be dismissed with cost", consenting however that 
it should be effective as to the clause of the resiliation of the deed of concession which 
of necessity becomes null by reason of our judgment ordering the demolition of the 
house; and that the defendant be releived for the future only from the charges, clauses 
and conditions of the said deed. 

Se:i~g also the above mentioned deed by which the defendant concedes to the plaintiff 
a bUllding lot of about sixty-one feet in front by about one hundred and seventy­
nine in depth, adjoining the ground belonging to the church of tne place, on condition 
~f .the payment of thirty liaes of rente and of building a tenantable house, and keeping 
It m good repair, so that the seigniorial dues (cens et rentes) may be easily collected; 
and our ordmance of the 27th of July last ordering the demolition of the said house, 
and condemning the said plaintiff to a fine of one hundred Ii ere" ; 

Haying heard the parties present, 

Inasmuch as there' '11 d " . . 
h IS no Vl ago or town erecte \Vlthm the saId pansh of St. Charles, 

'vc aye cancelled and do 1 b 1 h f . ' lere y cance t e grant 0 the building lot in questIOn m 
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virtue of the deed of the second of August 1754, which deed shall have no effect, and 
we therefore discharge the plaintiff as to the clauses and conditions contained in it. 

We allow the defendant to dispose of the said emplacement as he may think proper, 
and we condemn him only to two hundred livres for damages and interest in favor of 
the plaintiff, and to the costs amounting to seven l-ivres, the signification uf these 
presents not included. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the 7th of August 1756. 

Signed, BIGOT. 

[Ordce. of 1755 to 1760, No. 40, folio 31.] 

Ordinance declaring a urind mill built in the seigniory of Contreccenr, by the SieuT 
Cla,ude Pecaudy de Contrec(]!'ur, to be a banal mill, in virtue rrf the ordinance of 
the 13th February 1742, and prohibiting the Sr. Martel,proprietor rrfthejief St. 
Antoine in the sctid seigniory, to receive at his mill (lilY ~cheat belonging to the 
inhabitants, either r:if the said seigniory or of the said fi~f, and even to grind that 
cornillg from his own domainfor the subsistence of hisfwnily and scr'vants. 

FRAN~OIS BIGOT, &c. 

Between Claude Pecaudy, Esquire, seignior of Contrecreur, captain of infantry, 
plaintiff in a petition answered by us on the twelfth of January last appearing by Mr. 
Panet, notary of the pn!voste of Quebec, of the one part; 

And the Sieur Martel, formerly one of the King's store keepers at Montreal, seignior 
of the fief St. Antoine, situate in the said seigniory of Contrecreur, as haying acquired 
the same from tho co-heirs of the late Widow of Jean Louis de Chapt, Esquire, Sieur 
de la Corne, defendant, appearing by Mr. Decharnay, notary, his attorney, of the other 

part ; 

Seeing the said petItIon stating that by:an ordinance of Mr. Hocquart, heretofore 
intendant in thi" country, rendered on the 13th of February 1 H2, between the mis­
sionaries and inhabitants of the parish and seigniory of Contrecreur, of the one 

part ; 

And Fran<10is Antoine Pecaudy, Esquire, seignior of Contrecreur, and father of 
the petitioner, and Dame Marie Fran<;oise de Contrecreur, Widow of the late Jean 
Louis de la Corne, Esquire, Sieur de Chapt, of the other part ; 

And Jean Francois Volant de Fosseneuve, seignior of part of the said seigniory of 
Contrec{Bur, and the plaintiff admitted as an intervening party in the said cause, the 

H2 
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said plaintifrhaJ been authorised to build and c~n8truct a banal mill in the aeigniory 
of Contrecreur, within one year, unless the smd Fosseneuve would rather, within 
fifteen days after the notification of the said ordinance, give security at the greffe 
of the jurisdiction of Montreal, to build tho said mill within a like delay; 

That after tho requisite notices the said Fosseneuve did not think proper to give 
security at ti1C greiF: at Montreal, as ordered by the said ordinance, so that in obe­
dience to it, the plaintiff had the mill in question built within the year and day, that by 
deed passed before Latour, Notary, on the 4th of May 1741 the said Franc;ois Antoine 
de Pecaudy de Contrecreur, his father, and the said Widow de la Corne, doubtless not 
wi"hing to participate in the right of banalite in the said mill, had given up all their 
rifThh and pretensions to it in favor of the person authorised to build it, in virtue of the 
ordinance of the intendant; tha~ in contmdiction to these titles the defendant, acting 
as aforesaid, had thought proper, during the absence of the plaintiff, to construct and 
build a mill upon the piece ofland aC[luired by him, and every day ground the grain of 
the inhabitants of tho seigniory of Contrecreur, and particularly that of the plaintiff's 
tenallt~, wherefore he concludes by the said petition, that we may be pleased to allow 
him to summon the said Sieur Martel hefore us, that he be condemned to demolish the 
mill which he has unlawfully built in the said seigniory of St. Antoine, otherwise, and 
in default of his so doing, within fifteen days after the notification of our ordinance, that 
the plaintiff be authorized to demolish the saill mill, at the cost and charges of the said 
defendant and that for the injury which the erection of the said mill has caused to the 
plaintiff by reason ofthe tolls (mouture) received by the defendant, that he be con­
demned to such damages and interest as we shall please to order, together with 
cost~. 

Our ordinance of the said 12th of January last, ordering it to be communicated to 
the said Sieur Martel, that he might appear before us on saturday the 25th of February 
last, at nine of the clock in the forenoon. 

The notice given of the said petition and ordinance, at the request of the plaintiff, 
to the defendant, by the bailiffHoulier, on the 25th of the said month of January, with 
the order to appear on the said 26th of February. 

The writ of summons given to the defendant on the 21st April last, with the decla­
ration that the above summons was to be continued over to saturday the 23rd of the 
said month; 

Another writ of summons served upon the said defendant on the 20th of this month, 
to appear the next day, saturday; 

The written defence of the said Sieur Martel, stating that the mill built by the 
plaintiff cannot be considered as a 'flwulin banal, according to the terms of the 7lst & 
7211d articles of the Custom of Paris; that by the ordinance made by the Intendant, 
Mr. Hocquart, between the plaintiff, Madame de la Corne and the inhabitants of Con­
trecceur, o~ the 13th February 1742, the said plaintiff was authorized to build, within 
one year, In the fief of ContTecamr, a banal mill, according to the terms of the same 
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uruinunce which was a title in his favor, but that he had lost the right acquired in virtue 
of such title, for want of compliance with the terms of the said ordinance within the time 
prescribed, w;hich nOll compliance still continues, as no miU has been built, which 
can be considered as a banal mill under the terms of the said articles of the Custom, 
which decide that a wind mill cannot be considered as a banal mill, without a title or 
acknowledgement in writing, therefore the plaintiff's mill cannot be looked ';Ipon lIJ> 

such j 

That even, if the plaintiff had the right of banaliU, he could merely prevent people 
from hunting on his lands, and could not proceed to demolish a mill that the defendant 
did and could build upon his own ground, for himself and for the inhabitants of his seig­
niory, and which is not established for those of the plaintiff; 

Finally he relies upon this essential clause, that the plaintiff has no right ofbanalitli, 
and that his wind mill cannot be considered as such, according to the terms of the 
71st and 72nd articles of the Custom; that the plaintiff cannot take ad vantage of the 
renunciation of his predecessors, to whose rights he has succeeded; that the said re­
nunciation cannot be of any use, as the defendant has not taken advantage of it ; COIl­

cluding that the action be dismissed with costs; 

The said paper writing served upon the plaintiff on the 21st l\Iay of the said year, 
the summons to appear served upon the defendant yesterday, together with a decla­
ration that the summons heretofore given would be continued over to this day, at IlillC 
of the clock in the morning. 

The plaintiff's answers in writing, stating that the defemhnt had been careful lIot til 
cite the 7lst and 72nd articles of the Custom, which alone would ])0 a sllfficient refu­
tation of his pretensions, that by the 71tit article, no seignior can oblige) hiB tenant~ to 
go to the oven of the b:.cnal mill, unle"s he has a valid title; that the plaintiff' has a 
valid one which is the ordinance of Mr. Hocquart, which the defendant himself ap­
proves by his defence, to which mLlst be added the compliance of all tho inhabitants 
of the plaintiff's seigniory who havo submitted to it; that by tho renunciation of the 
defendant's predecessors to the right of banaliU, the said defendant had no right to 
build a banal mill without the consent of a seignior who has that right, persisting ill 
his conclusions with costs; 

The said paper writing signified to the defendant on the 25th day of the said month 

of May. 

Seeing also the deed passed before Latour, notary, on the 4th May 1741, bywhich 
Mr. de Contrecreur, the elder, and the widow of the late Jean Louis de la Corne, 
after having examinetl the petition of the 28th March last, presented to Mr. Hocquart 
by the curate and inhabitants of the parish and seigniory of COl1trer ceur, and after 
having deliberated upon their demands, have consented that the said curate and inha­
bitants, or such person as the said Siem Hocquart might see fit, should be authorised 
to build a banal mill in the said seigniory ofContrecreur, and for that purpose the said 
Siour de Contrec(eur and the said widow de Ja Come 11Clye agreed that the ric;ht thpy 
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have to build a gribt mill, and the right of banalite belonging to them throughout the 
said Beignic:,'Y, shall accrue and belong to the person who will oblige himself to build a 
grist mill in the "aid seigniory, and the said Sieur de Contrecreur and widow de la 
Corne have abandOl~el! and surrendered all mill rights and rights of banar'te to the 
person who shall be authorized to build the same, upon condition of his agreeing to do 
it within a year from the day of the ordinance to be rendered; 

The said dccll ~ignifil'J to the Sieurs Volant de Fosseneuve and Charles Vallerand 
die Henault, co-seigniors of the said seigniory, on the 18th day of the said month and 
year, by the bailiff l\Ionmerque. 

Tha ordinannce of nIl'. Hucquart, (bted the 13th February 14n, by which the 
~lainliffis authurized to build the mill :n question within one year, unleos the said 
Fossencuye sha];, II ithin fifteen days after signification of the present ordinance, file 
his consent at the {ve./Je of the jurisdiction of :r.Iontreal, to build the said mill within 
the> same del:,y of a year, and under the conditions contained both in the decree of the 
Kilj~(s corncil of ft:.:Cl' of the 4th June 1686, and in the petition in intervention of the 
Sieur de ContIccreur, the younger; and in default of the said Fos:::eneuve filing the tiaid 
consent withil' the said delay of fifteen days, after that period flo r said Fosseneuve shall 
not he allowed to build the said mill, according to our present ol.Jinance, and the ~i('ur 
de Contrecreur shall be bound to build it within the year, as above authorised, the 
whole undel' pain of all costs, damages and interest in favor of those concerned; 

The said ordinance signifiea to the said Sieur de Fosseneuve, on the 3rd March of 
the tiaid year, by the bailiff Monmerque. 

Having heard the parties appearing, we have declared and do declare that the mill 
built by the plaintiff in the said seigniory of Contrecreur, in obedience to the ordinance 
of l'Ionoieur Hocquart of the said 13th February 1742, is a banal mill ; 

We therefore prohibit the Sieur Martel from receiving in his mill any wheat of the 
inhabitants, either of tho seigniory ofContrecceur, or of the fief St. Antoine which be­
longs to him, and even to grind the grain grown upon his domain, destined for the use 
of his family and servants upon the said domain, pursuant to the Custom of Paris, under 
prin of all costs, damages ana interest in favor of the said plaintiff, and as to the other 
demands of the said seignior nf Contrecceur, we dismiss him out of court. 

We condemn the defendant to pay the costs amounting to the sum of 14livres and 
18 sols. 

At Quebec, the 25th May 1757, 

(Signed) BIGOT. 
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fOrd. from 1755 to 1760, No. 40, Folio 47.] 

Ordinance fixing the cens et rentes, in the town and sulJltrbs if Quebec, at 5 sols, 6 
deniers a year, far each lot if ground, and 1 denier if cens far each Ulpent in su­
perficies, within the banlieue. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by the director of the King's domain in this 
town, stating that, in execution of our judgement of the 8th ,October 1754, enjoining 
the proprietors of lots and houses acquired from His Majesty in the cemive of Quebec, 
to bring all the titles, in virtue of which they possess the said lots and houses, to the 
office of the said domain, for the purpose of being registered by extracts, he has pro­
ceded with the said registration; that, upon examining the said titles, he has found 
that the cens et 1'entes qfthree fourths of the said lots are unknown and have to be 
settled, as tlJe first titles are lost; that he has discovered, by the first titles of the 
other fourth, that all the grants of lots of ground in the said town, have been given by 
the governors and intendants, upon condition of paying every year 5 sols, 6 deniers of 
cens et rentcs to the said domain, for each lot whether large or small; that he has also 
percei:ved that the grants of lands, within the said banlieue of Quebec, have been 
given upon condition of paying 1 denier of cens et rentes for each arpent in superficies, 
and that it would be right to see to the settlement of those celis et rentes ; 

Concluding that we may be pleased to establish the rate of the said cens et nntes at 
5 sols, 6 deniers a year for each lot of ground in the town and suburbs, and 1 denier 
for each alpent in superficies within the said banlieue, to order the recoyery of twenty­
nine years of the said cens el rentes, and settle that they be collected every ten years. 

We ordain that all the lots of ground acquired from His Majesty's domain in the 
town and banlieue of Quebec, shall be charged with 5 sols, 6 denie7's a year of cens et 
rentes, and 1 denier of celis for each arpent in superficies within the said banlicne. 

We allow the director of the said domain to sue for the recovery of the said cens et 
rentes for the said twenty-nine years. 

We further ordain that, from this day, payment thereof shall be exacted every ten 

years. 

And these presents shall be read and published wherever necessary. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-seventh day of May one thousand seven hundred 

and fifty-eight. 

(Signed) BlGOT. 



[Reg. Ins. Sup. Coun. 1714 to 1718, D. No.4, Folio 36. 

Letters patent cancelling all tl/,e grants made 'by the sicur ,de la lvlotlte Cadillac, at the 
straits if Lake Eric, and allowing tlte governor (lllul bcutenant-general to give new 
grants to tlwsc who harc enjoyed in goodfaitk and kat'e conformed to the conditions 

to which tke!! werc obliged. 

LOUIS, BY THE GRACE OF GOD, lUNG 01' Fn.\NCE AND NAVARRE, 

To all whom these presents shall como, greeting. 

Havin ... been infonncd that the ~ieur La Mothe Cadillac, heretofore commandant at 
the filot of Detroit, on Lake Erie, has givon grants of lots and farms which hav(, not 
becll made in the usual manner, we have come to the conclusion of revoking all the 

said grants. Howevcr, as the inhabitants who have had thos(' grants are in good faith, 
and may have complied with the conditions contained therein, wo have come to the 
resolution of giving new grants to those who have done so. 

For these and other causes, with the advice of our dear and well beloved uncle, the 
duke of Orleans, regent; of our dear and well beloved uncle, the duke of Maine j of 
our dear and well beloved uncle, the COUllt of Toulouse, and other noblemen of France, 
great and di,:tinguished personages of our kingdom, and of our certain knowleuge, 
full power and royal authority, we have revoked and do hereby revoke all the conces· 
sions of lots and lands at the straits of Lake Erie, granted by the said sieur de La­
Mothe Cadillac; it is our will, however, that new grants be given by our governor 
and lieutenant-general of New-France and the intendant of the said country, to those 
inhabitants who have complied ,vith the conditions to which they were obliged, to 
which grants we will give our sanction. 

\Ve command our well beloved and faithful councillors and the mem bel'S of our su­
perior council at Quehec, to have these presents read, published and registered anu 
to comply ,vith the same, according to their tenor and effect. For such is our plea­
sure, and that the same may be firmly established, we have had our seal affixed to theoc 
presents. 

Given at Paris in the month of April 1716, and in the first year of our reign. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And lower down, by the king, "Phelipeaux ", with signature, and alongside visa 
"Voisin ", and sealed with the great seal with green wax and with red and white silk 
tape j registered according to the decree of the superior council of this country on 
the first of December 1716. 

(Signed) DE MONSEIGNAT. 
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[Reg. InB. Sup. Coun. 1715 to 1722, E. No, 5, Folio 38.] 

Letter qf His Majesty Louis, King qf France, qf the 16th if April 1719, addressed to 
tlie Superior Council at Quebec, in relation to the banalite if the lIIill if the seig­
niory qf Vincelotte (Cap St. Ignace.) 

By ORDER OF THE KING. 

Our beloved and faithful, 

We have caused examination in our council of the decree of the fourth of June, 
one thousand six hundred and eighty-six, in relation to the banalite of the mills in 
New-France, and also of the decree rendered in our superior council of Quebec, on 
the seventh of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighteen, in relation to the 
wind-min built by the sieur Joseph Amyotte in his seigniory of Vincelotte, whose 
right of banalite was disputed by Jean Fournier, an inhabitant of the said seigniory, 
by which decree you have suspended rendering judgment on the principal matter in 
issue until you should be informed of our intentions in relation to the baJlalite of wind­
mills, and you have, however, ordered in the meantime, that the said Fournier and 
other inhabitants of the said sieur Amyotte shall carry their grain to be ground at the 
wind-mill of his seignioryof Vincelotte. 

We have also had explanation given us touching the articles of the custom of the 
prevoste and vicomte of Paris, which treats of the banalite of mills, and by the advice 
of our dear and well beloved uncle, the duke of Orleans, regent, we send you this let­
ter to inform you that our intention is, that you should declare the wind-mill belonging 
to thes aid sieur Amyotte, in the seigniory of Vince lotte, to be a banal mill, and that ne­
vertheless you will permit the tenants of the said seigniory to have their grain ground 
elsewhere, when the said mill shall he stopped in any manner and for any cause what­
soever. 

We recommend you also to prevent the said sieur Amyotte from molesting his vassals 
in relation to this matter, to which you shall pay particular attention, without therein 

~ 

making default; for such is our pleasure. 

Given at Paris, the sixteenth of April, one thousand seven hundred and nineteen. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 
And lower down, 

FLEURIAU. 
And sealed with the small seal. 

His Majesty's letter above written, addressed to the superior council of Quebec, 
has been registered in the greffe of the said council, by me the undersigned, clerk of 
the said council, at the request of the King's attorney-general, according to his decree 

of this day. 

At Quebec, the second of October, one thousand seven hundred and nineteen. 

(Signed) RIVET. 
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[JuJO"ment and deliberation of the Superior Council, part second, 1671 to 1676, Folio 
o 460.] 

Ddlbrmtion if the Superior CrJ/lncil by whiclt it appears tkat the mills, wlutller tllCY be 
watl'l"-mi17s or wind-mills, whick seigniors hare bllilt, shall be considered as seig'lio. 

rial or banal mills. 

Having seen the petition presented to the council, by Charles Morin, the miller of 
the mill of the seigniory of De Maure, praying that Pierre Lefebvre dit Ladouceur, 
one of the lessees of the mill of the seigniory of Dombourg, be condemned to restore 
him the flour he has taken flom the said Morin; and inasmuch as the mill of Dam· 
bourg is not a banal min and cannot supply with flour the inhabitants thereof, the said 
Morin be allowed to grind for the said inhabitants, and that the said Ladouceur be for. 
bidden from disturbing him in that respect; at the bottom of which petition is an or· 
dinance of the council of the 21st June last, ordering that communication should be 
given to the attorney-general. 

Having also heard Pierre Lafaye dit Mouture, co-lessee of the said mill of Dam· 
bourg, appearing for the said Ladouceur; seeing the conclusions taken by the said at· 
torney-gencral, and having upon the whole maturely deliberated:-

The council has dismissed the demand and pretensions of the said Morin; and ad­
judicating upon the said cOl:c1usions, hath ordained and doth hereby ordain, that the 
mills, whether they be water mills or wind-mills, which the seigniors have built, orwill 
build hereafter in their seigniories, shall be seigniorial or banal mills; and that their 
tenants, who shall be bound by their deeds of concession to this effect, shall carry their 
grain to such mills, and leave it there at least forty-eight hours, after which ifnot COD­

verted into flour, they will be allowed to take it elsewhere, without paying taU to the 
miller of the seignior; it is moreover expressly forbidden to proprietors of mills, as 
aforesaid, to induce the tenants of another proprietor to come to their mills, under a 
penalty of one eCIl, (half a crown) in favor of the seignior, and on pain of confisca­
tion of the grain and vehicles containing the same. 

And it is further ordered that copies of this regulation shan be sent by the attomey­
general, to aU the jurisdictions of this country, to be registered, and to be published 
and posted up in the usual manner, at the request of the king's attorneys, or fiscal attor­
neys, so that none may be ignorant of its contents. 

(Signed) F. F. 
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rC.-Edicts, Decrees and Declarations, 1720 to 1736, folio 142, Vol. 3.J 

7eclaration rif the King if the 25th March 1730, explanatory of ajormer declaration 
if the 5th J /tly 1717 in relation to the cens et rer~tes, and other debts arl(l 
dues. 

,ours, by the Grace of God, King of France and Navare. 

To all to whom these present shall come, greeting: 

By the eighth article of our declaration of the fifth day of July 1717, we have abro­
'ated, in Canada, the currency of the colony, the value of which was one fourth 
,nder that of our kingdom, and we have thereupon ordered that all covenants, dues, 
~ases and all other transactions, should be made, from the day of the registration of 
ile said declaration in the Superior Oouncil of Quebec, according to the currency of 
~rance, which currency should be mentioned in deeds or notes, next after the sum 
Jr which the debtor should make himself liable, and that the coinage of France 
hould have, in the said colony, the same value as in our kingdom I 

And by the ninth article we have also ordered that the cens, dues, rents, and other 
,ebt~ incurred previously to the regititration of the declaration, and not made payable 
II the currency of France, should be paid in the said cun'ency of France, and we have 
ince been informed that, upon contestations which have arisen between the seigniur 
f Beauport and several of his inhabitants, in relation to their seigniorial rents made 
,ayabl(in the currency called liwe tournois, Mr, Begon, heretofore intendant in the 
aid colony, rendered an ordinance on the 21st June 1723, declaring that in conformity 
{ith the said article of the said declaration, the rents made payable in the currency 
aUed la livre tou1'nois, and not made payable in the currency of France, should be paid 
{ith a reduction of one fourth; that in 1727, upon another contestation which arose 
etween the seignior of Bellechasse and some of his inhabitants, on the same subject. 
til'. Dupuy, the successor of Mr. Begon, rendered an ordinance, the 16th November 
I' the same year, declaring that tenants should pay the arrears of cens ct rcntes awl 
ther dues according to the tenor of their deeds, and that this latter ordinance, con­
:'ary)o the former, has induced the seignior of Beauport to apply once more to Mr_ 
)upuy, who rendered another ordinance on the 13th of January 1728, condemning 
1e inhabitants of Beauport to pay their cens et rentes according to the tenor of their 
.eeds without any reduction or diminution,-and making the ordinance by him pre­
iously rendered in favor of the seignior of Bellechasse, common to the inhabitants of 

~eanport. 

This diversity of opinions has induced proprietors of seigniories and fiefs, in the said 
:lIony, to represent to us that jmtice required that we would ordain that all cens et 
mUs, and other seiglliorial dues, should be paid in full in the cuuency of our king­
om, except such as arc made by express stipulations payable in the cuueucy of the 
mutry, which must be, in couformity with the said ninth article of our said declaratiolJ, 

~id with 11 redtlclioll of one fourth j-
12 
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On the other part, the inhabitants of the said colony, who are liable for the said 
cens et rcntes, have prayed us to annul the ordinances rendered by the said Sieur 
Dupuy, and consequently to order that the ninth article of our said declaration shall be 
strictly executed, inasmuch as it expressly enacts that the cens et rentes, seigniorial 
dues and other debts, incurred before the registration of the said declaration, and 
which are not made payable in the currency of France, shall be paid in the said cur­
rency of France with a reduction of one fourth, which is the difference between the 
currency of the country and that of France; and being willing to put an end to these 
contestations, and thereupon declare our intentions, for these and other causes us there­
unto moving, in explanation of the ninth article of OlIT said declaration of the fifth day 
of July 1717, and without reference to the ordinances of the said Sieur Began 
and Sieur Dupuy of the 210t June 1723, 15th Noyember 1727, and 13th January 
17:28, 

\Ve have declared and ordered, and we do hereby declare and order, under our 
hanel and seal, that the cens et rentes, dues and other debts incurred before the regis­
tration of our said ordinance of the fifth day of July 1717, and which are not made 
payable in the currency of France, or in the currency called Za ZiV1"e tournois or pm isis, 
shall be paid in the said currency of France with a reduction of one fourth, which is 
the difference between the currency of this country and that of France, and such as are 
made payable in the currency of France, or in the currency called tournois ot parisil 
shall be paid in the currency of France, without any reduction. 

\Ve do further ordain that our said declaration shall be executed according to its 
tenor and effect. 

And we do further require our trusty and well beloved, the members of our Superior 
Council of Quebec, to cause these presents to be read, published and registered, and 

the same to keep and observe according to their tenor and effect, notwithstanding what 
is contained in the said ninth article of our said declaration of the 5th July 1717, from 
which we have derogated and do hereby derogate, in that respect only, in order to 
remove all obstacles in relation to its execution, for such is our will. 

In testimony whereof we have caused our seal to be affixed thereto. 

Done a~ Versailles the 25th day of March ofthe year of our Lord 1730, and of our 
reign the fourteenth. 

Signed, LOUIS. 

And further down:-

By the King-'s command, 

PHELIPEAUX. 

\Vith a fiOllri,h, 
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Registered, at the request of the King's attorney general" in conformity with a 
decree of the Superior Conncil of this day, by us, councillor, King's secretary, and 
registrar of the Superior Council. 

Quebec, 7th August 1730. 

[F.-Edicts, Decrees and Declarations, 16,14 to 1727, folio 15, Vol. 6J 

Dccrec of the King's Council of the 4th June 1686, ordering all the seigniors, proprif!­
iors if Fiefs in New France, to erect banal mills in their Fiefs, and ill default 
if their so doing, permitting all individuals to build any such mills, and granting 
them the right if banalite. 

His Majesty, the King, sitting in council, having been informed that most of the 
seigniors who are proprietors of fiefs in New France, neglect to erect the banal mi1l8 
necessary for the subsistence of the inhabitants of the said country, and in order to 
remedy an evil so prejudicial to the welfare of the colony, has ordained, and doth hereby 
ordain, that all the seigniors who are proprietors of fiefs within the tenitory of New 
France, shall be bound to erect therein banal mills, within one year after the publica­
tion of the present decree j and after ~he expiration of this delay, in, default of their 
having done so : 

His Majesty doth permit aU individuals of whatever condition and rank to erect 
Buch mills, granting to them in that respect the right of banalite, amI prohibiting 
any person to disturb them in the enjoyment thereof. 

His Majesty doth require the members of the Superior Couucil of Quebec to cause 
the said decree to be duly executed, and to be registered, published and posted up 
wherever need be. 

Done in the King's Council, in presence of His Majesty, at Versailles, the 4th Juno 
1686 .. 

Signed, COLBERT, 

LOUIS, by the Grace of God, King of France and Navare. 

To our trusty and well beloved councillors of oUI' Superior Council of Quebec, 
greetillg : 

We do hereby require and order you, by these presents under our hand and seal,"to 
cause the decree, an abstract of which is hereunto annexetl under the seal of our chan­
~ery, this clay rendered in our council, in our presence, to be ~trictly executed nccord-
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. tenor aml effect, and to have the same registered, publishccl and posted up jng to Its 

wherever need be; 

Hereby ordcDncr anyone of OUI" bailiffi, forthwith, upon being thereunto required, to 

d h 1· 1 '"' be necessary for the execution thereof, without fmther order, fo.l o t at w nC.l may 
Illlch is OUI" will. 

Done at Versailles, the 4th June in the year of our Lord 1686, and of our reign the 

fourt0€nth. 

Signed, LOUIS. 

AlIIl fmthcr down :-

By the King's command, 

COLBERT. 

~(Illled with the great seal and countersigned, &e. 

Regi~tered the 21st October 1G86, 

Decree r!f tlw Iiing' 8 C011n,"i1, requiring scigniors to mal,;e their tenants to reside upon their 
scigniories, and proMbiting t71emfrom selling wood lands, (terTes en bois debout) of 
tilG 15th Jlrlarch 1732, Ins. Cons. Sup. Reg. G, Folio 20. 

EXTRACT FROM THE REGISTER OF TUE KING'S COUNCIL. 

The king having caused the production before him, in his council, of the decree 
rendered therein the 6th July 1717, ordering that the inhabitants of New-France, to 
whom lands or fiefs have been granted, and who have not yet cleared any portion thereof 
as a domain, nor caused the inhabitants to settle therein, should be held to put them in a 
state of cultivation and to place settlers thereon, within a year from the] publication of 
the said decree, after the expiration of which delay, such fiefs should be re-united to 
the domain of His Majesty, ulld that the said seigniors should also be held to concede 
to the inhabitants, demanding them, subject to the usualZseignhrial dues, (a titre de re­
demnces,j and without exacting any surn of money, in default whereof, the said inha­
bitants, in case of a refusal on the part of the seigniors, after demand to that effect, are 
permitted to apply to the governor and lieutenant-general and intendant of the s1).id 
country, to obtain concessions of such lands, subject to the dues imposed upon the lands 
already conceded, which dues should be paid to the receiver of the domain of Bis Ma­
jesty, without the seigniors being allowed to claim any thing upon the lands 80 con­
ceded, and another decree of the same day, 6th July 1711, ordering that the tenants of 
lands et 1'oture should be held to reside thereon, tenir feu et lieu, and to put them in a 
state of c~ltivation within a year from the day of publication, on pain of re-union to, 
the domam of the seigniors by virtue of the ordinances of the intendant, 
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And His Majesty being informed that, in contravention to those two decrees, there 
,re seigniors who have reserved for themselves, in their seigniories, extensive domains, 
vhich they sell as wood-lands, instead of conceding them merely subject to the usual 
eigniorial dues, (a titre de reclevances) and that inhabitants who have obtained conces­
,ions of lands from the seigniors, sell such lands to others who do as much, which 
rves rise to a system of bartering contrary to the welfare of the colony, and it being 
lecessary to put a stop to abuses so prejudicial, His Majesty, sitting in council, has 
lrdained and doth ordain that within two years from the day of the publication of the 
lresent decree, all proprietors of seigniories not yet in a state of cultivation, shall be 
leld to put them in a state of cultivation, and to locate inhabitants therein, in default 
.vhereof and after the expiration of such delay, the said seigniories shall be re-united 
;0 the domain of His Majesty, by virtue of the present decree, and without any other 
proceeding being required :-

His Majesty expressly prohibiting alI seigniors, or other proprietors, from sel1ing" any 
wood-land, on pain of nullity of the deed of sale, and of restitution of the price of 
lands sold as aforesaid, which lands shal1, in the same manner, be re-united by force of 
law to the domain of His Majesty, and furthermore the said two decrees of the 16th 
July 1711 shal1 be executed according to their tenor and effect, and the present decree 
shal1 be registered in the registry office of the superior council of Quebec, and shall be 
read and published wherever it will be necessary. 

Done in the King's Council, in presence of His Majesty, at Versailles, the 15th 
March 1732. 

(Signed) PHELIPPEAUX. 

Registered at the request of the King's attorney-general, in conformity ,vith a de­
cree rendered this day, by us councillor, King's secretary, and chief clerk of the supe­

rior council. 

Quebec, 4th September 1732. 

(Signed) DAINE. 

[17th July 1743.-Ins. Sup. Coun. R 1, Folio 23 to 70.] 

Declaration rif the King concerning concessions in tIle Colonies. 

LOUIS, BY THE GRACE OF GOD, KING OF FRANCE AND NAVARE, 

To alI to whom these presents shal1 come, greeting. 

Following the example of the kings, our pre.decessors, we have authoris~d the go­
vernors and intendants of our colonies of Amenca, not only to make, of thmr_ own _ au-
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thority, concessions of lands to such of our subjects as are desirous of making BctlIe. 

ments therein, but also to re-unite to our domain the conceded lands which are subject 
to such re-union, by reason of their not having been put in a state of cultivation; and 
they are also authorized, in preference to the ordi~ary ~udges, to h~ar a~d determine all 
contestations arising between grantees (concesslonnal1·es) or theIr assIgns, as well in 
relation to the validity and to the execution of their concessions, as in relation to their 
position, the extent of their grants and. the bo~d~ries t.hereof; having been in­
formed that there has been, until now, notlllng certam eIther m the manner of proceed­
ing to the re-union of concessions, or in the manner of proceeding and adjudicating 
in contestations arising between grantees or their assigns, and in the proceedings to be 
adopted to obtain redress against the ordinances rendered in the matter, by the gover­
nors and intendants, so much so that different usages have been introduced in the se­
veral colonies, and eyen frequently in one and the same colony:-

In order to put an end to this uncertainty in matters so interesting to the peace and 
tranquillity of families, we have resolved to establish by precise enactments, fixed and 
invariable rules, to be followed in all the colonies, as well in the manner of proceed­
ing to the re-union of lands to our domain, when such re-union ought to take place, 
and to the hearing and trial of contestations arising therefrom, as in the mode of re­
dress required by those who think they have been wronged by the judgments that may 
have been rendered :-

For these and other reasons us thereunto moving, with the advice of our council, 
amI of our certain knowledge, full power and royal authority, we have declared and 
ordained, and by these presents, under our seal, we do hereby declare and ordain, will, 
and it is our pleasure, as follows, to ,vit :-

Article 1. 

The governors, lieutenants-general and the intendants in our colonies, or the offi­
cers representing them, when such are unable to act or are absent from the colony, shall 
continue jointly to concede lands to the inhabitants who will be ,villing to have them, 
to put them in !I. state of cultintion, and shan grant them titles under the usual terms 
Etnd conditions. 

II. 

They shall proceed in the same manner to re-u,nite to our domain the lands 
':hi:h.are su~j~ct to ~uch re-union, at the request of our attorneys in the ordinary ju­
nsdlctlOns wlthll1 whIch such rands ~hall be situate. 

III 

!hey shall not concede lands already conceded, though they are subicct to be re-
umted to the d . 'I h . .J 

. omaln, untl suc re-umon has been ordered and effected, on pain of 
nullIty of such llew co" . h .. 

'1· I ncesslOns, w11 out prejudIce nevertheless to such re-union, 
'" lle1 may alway' be d d . I • J' or ere <I g~ Inst t Ie first grantee. 
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IV. 

The governors, lieutenarits general and intendants in our colcmies, or the officers 
~presenting them, when unable to act, or when absent from the colonies, shall can­
nue to hear, to the exclusion of the judges of the ordinary tribunals, all contestations 
rising between grantees or their assigns, as well in relation to the validity and exe­
lltion of concessions, as in relation to the position, extent and boundaries of their 
rants; and in case minors should be concemed in such contestations, the latter shall 
e communicated to our attomeys before the ordinary tribunals, that they may act in 
Ie matter as if such contestations had been brought before the said jurisdictions; in 
18 provisions of this article shall be comprised, however, contestations arising out of 
artitions between co-heirs, which contestations shall continue to be carried on before 
Ie judges of such ordinary tribunals. 

V. 

We do hereby declare null and void all and every concession which; shall not ba 
lade jointly by the govemor and intendant, or by the officers representing them res­
ectively, as also the reunions which shall not be ordered, and the judgments which 
lall not be rendered by them jointly, or by their representatives. We, however, 
uthorize one of them, in case of the death of the other, or of his absence from the 
olony, and in case there are no officers to represent the one who shall have died or 
,iIi be absent, to make alone concessions of land, to proceed to the reunions to our 
omain, and to renderjudgements in the contestations arising between grantees, after 
alling to the rendering of the said judgments, such officers of the superior councilor 
fthe jurisdiction, as he may think fit to can; and he shall be obliged to mention as 
rell in the deed~ of concessions as in the reunions, and in the judgments upon such 
ontestations, the reasons which have compelled him to proceed in such manner, upon 

ain of the nullity of such proceedings. 

VI. 

In cases where the governors and intendants shall be of a different opinion upon the 
emands made to them of concessions of lands, we require them not to grant the 
tles of such concessions, until we have given them our orders, upon the report they 
mll make to us of their several opinions; and in case of a division of opinion betw-een 
lem in relation to reunions to the domain, or in relation to the judgments to be ren­
Bred in contestations between 'grantees oflands, it will be their duty to call to such 
roceedings the oldest officer of the superior court, or in his ~bsence, ~r i~ case of 
ay impediment, the next oldest officer on the list, the whole ~vlthout pr~Ju.dIce to the 
lsting vote of the governors in matters concerning our serVIce, wherem It ought to 

revail. 

VII. 

In matters wherein ail examination of the places in contestations shan he ordered, or 
'herein CXPC(ts shall be appointed and shall make reports, the provisions contained 
l the 21st and 22nd articles of the ordinance of 1667, iJllhal re5pe.:t, shall be adhen~c1 

t, on pain of nullity. 
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YIll. 

'rhe parties may appeal be«)ro our council from the judgments rendered by the go­
vcrnOf8 -and intendants, in rcbLion to contestations between individuals, and to re' 

unions t; the dumain. The said appeals may be instituted by a mere declaration, and 
the petitions presented in consequence shall be delivered with the documents fyled by 
the parties in the hands of the secretary of state for the marine service, to be deter­
mined by us upon the return of the same by such officer in our council. 

,Ve do hereby require our trusty and well beloved the members of our superior council 
uf Canada,to cause these presents to be read, published and registered, and the contents 
thereof to keep and observe, and cause to be executed, according to their tenor and 
efftCct, all edicts, declarations, decrees, ordinances and regulations. to the contrary 
notwithstanding, to which we have derogated and we do hereby derogate; for such 

is our pleasure. 

In testimony whereof we have caused our seal to be thereunto affixed. 

Done at Versailles, on the seventeenth day of July in the year of our Lord one 
thousand soven hundred and forty-three, and of our reign the twenty-eighth. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 
And further down: 

By the King's command, 

(Signed) PHEf,.IPPEAUX. 

[Reg. Fran<;ais, letter G, p. 260.] 

Opinion of three eminent lau'y(n in the Parliament of Paris, as to the legality of 
certain clauses and conditions contained in seigniorial titles, duty registered at 
Quebec, tke 28th August 1782. 

The undersigned counsel, who have seen the memorial submitted for their opinion 
touching the legality of yurious clauses contained in the patents or grants of land in 
Canada, emanating from His Majesty, and now subject to the dominion of His Bri­
tannic Majctity, are of opinion that they are called upon to consider, in the first place, 
what effecb the patents in question would have had under the dominion' of His Ma­
jesty the King of France; in the next place, to examine whether the transmission of 
t~le sovereign power to other hands has changed the principles upon which such deci­
sion must be based . 

. In some of these patents it is said: "On condition also of preserving and of causing 
Ius tenants to presene the oak timber fit for the building of His Majesty's ships." 

In more recent IJatents it is sal 'd· "I H' 1\1' ft' .' .' . n case IS l' aJesty should herea e1' reqUIre 
~11\ portIOn of the salclland fI tl f b 'ld' , '. or 1e purpose I) UI 1l10" forts thereon batteries armo-
ne~, m,lO'aZllle~ or oth bl' k I 0 , , " er pn lC wor -" lC may take the same, O.S well as the tree~ 
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which rna y be necessary for the said public works, and fuel for the garrisons of the 
said fortR, without being held to pay any indemity." 

In other patents, again, it is set forth: "His Majesty also reserves to himself the 
liberty of taking from the land "0 c'J:lcsrled the oak timber, timh",' fox;: masts, and 
ge~erally all the timber ~t for use in the building and equipping of his ~hips, without 
bemg bound to pa:,' any m<1emnity." 

It is rn~lliL' it tha~ tllese put-mts, by their very discl'2F8',cies, e:~hi11it a marked 
diver3ity i~ the l'ight of His j\,I-,jei:ty: iOOl11e are more onerous to the grantees, others 
less; and 111 each case, the nJ'3 cOiltained in the dCed of concession is to be observed, 

The chu,e im')rt'ld i;l the ih,,·:t p"t·,'lltl, obJi"ing the grantee to j11"l',ScrYe, and cause 
hi" tenant'j to preserve, the 02k timber fit for tlle buiUi;lg 0;' His l\~ljesty's b;;iF', by no 
means re3(~n':" to Hi3 =:bj2,;ty a riC;'ilt of'property in such timber-lEt. because a gran­
tor re3erves to hinv::,lf no Elf,,'e of the thiGg grantC)d than he formally E';~presses his 
intention to re,<,erve, He caulilJ' claim tCl no more, 2m1 the conc(>"sir';1 is an actlFll trans­
fer of titb y;hich conyey::; the whole property to the grantee, subject only to the con­
ditions set forth in t118 deecl of concC':,~,inn, 

211(~-BeC'~1Ue the special ,1:-'clcll'ation made hy Ei.c: M8je::ty in other p~v nts of con­
cession, tlet he would not be bound te) pay any indemnity for tL~ timhc1' v. hich he 
might cauw to be taken f)J' buildirr,; his shipo, a~i~)nh proof that "uch declaration on the 
part of His Majesty WJS thon:\·ht Jj('C'C' ,:;a1'Y, in onl( r to secure him a power so deroga­
tory tc) tl18 common Lw, as th,~t of tabng' the: IE'i'rcrty of ~ sul~ject, "'i!:lOut paying 
him for it;, Tl',Jl'cfuT'0, inasmuch a,< no dcc]Jr;1ti();1 W,lS 111:1r1e of thi:< in lhc' CJrliel' pa­
tents, it is not p03sible to pretend that the Ling can have a right to teke all or any por­
tion of sHe;1 tim hoI' withmt j'l'l'ilLlity. Til., ~jng treats with his w}',j"cts in thi, res­
pect, only ao an infcoffll1~' ~eigniol' am1 not o,; a ,<,oh·reipl. They IllE:,! both be judged 
by the laws rC'3"'llatin:,;' cuntl'act3, law:; wllich bil:<l the monarch a~ wdl as his sub­
jects i-but if t],ere could bQ any doubt as to the Illealling of the clau:;", the fUll chmen­
tal principle in this I1E1ttc_'l'i:." that the (kci"ion must he ill DlY()l' "f' tlr l' gralltee, be­
cause it i" he who is bmmel, ~mc1 all laws requilL' ;;hat WI' should inrariably £:,[\'01' the 
party bound hy ~uch "hli,':i'1tinil:" 

The meaning- of the claus() in the earli,'~' p:l~ent" is t;,ell. merely to .,ubject the pro­
prietors of oak timber to certain l'uleJ which are in force in France, in order to ensure 
to the king that he shall" lways, and in preference to all others, find ill the woods be­
longing to his subjeets such timber as he may require for bu~lc1ing his ships, and main­
taining his na,vy, 

It is in this spirit that the second article of the title concerning timber fiJI' the use of 
the Royal hou.-'es and ,"('ssels, in the ordinance of \\'owls and Forests, enacts, " if, 
however, 8r::y piecos should be wanted of Gucb length amI thickness as are 110t to oe met 
with at nrdinary Hale:" in that ca"e the grana master, upon e'tilJl,lte'4 thereof, ag.reed 
upon in our council and letters patent verified, may mark Elich tr:-'e:3 in the least disad. 
vantageous places in our forests, and came them to be cut down, and if he should find 

K2 
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none there, he shall cause them to be chosen and taken in the woods of our sub· 
jects, as weH ecc1esiastics as others, without ~istinctiou of. rank, and on condition of 
paying the fair value thereof, which shall be estlmated by skIlled persons, to be agreed 
upon between our attorney in the rangership and the parties, before the grand-master, 
who shall name them ex Clf!icio, in case of default or refusal." 

The ,\-oods near the seC] awl navigable rivers are subject to a peculiar rCj-ulation, 
by l'ea~(J1l of the need which the king may have of them f)r the building of vessels; 
and when any trees are marked with the stamp of the navy hummer, the owners call­
not have those trees cut down, inasmuch as that is forbidden them on pain of forfeiture 
and of a fine of threo thou,sand lil1res, by a decree of the council, dated the 23rd July 

IHS. 

This is what the ri,;ht of the king is reduced to in France; It IS a right of prefe­
rence and pre-emption over hid subjects, fOT the son-ice of his navy, or of his royal 
houses, but a right which is exercised only on payment of the fair value, according to 
the find.i!lg of arbitrators chosen on both sidns, as might be done with private indivi­
duals: and moreover, wo live under laWd so just and umbr sovereigns so beneficient, 
thut we are enabled to ~:1y, that it ,,-ould be contrary, both to their wi ,h and to their law­
ful authority, to take t1le property of a subject in their names, without payment, under 
any pretext ,vhatevcr of public necessity, uf the sen-ice of the state, or othenvise, the 
payment of the price of what the king requires being always taken for granted, unless, 
we repeat, there be an express and pc.;itive obligation in the deed of alienation or 
concession which e:;:cmpts him from so doing. 

This obligation of the king became that of the king of England, when the sovereign­
ty of Canada passed into his hands. The natural equity which protects property has 
continued to be, under that goverment, the first title of the concessions. The treaty 
of peace, which e:'pressly resen-us the rights of each subject, has become a second 
title much to be r,.'''pectcc1. In fine, the laws of England fumish the undersigned with 
a decision in point, t,) y,hich also due respect m1Ft be rendered, and which makes for 
them. ,Ye find it in the cxc011ent work of Mr. Blackstone, on the laws of England, 
in his introduction, section 4, in wllich he treats of the countries subiect to the laws of 
England. He Breaks uf the colonies, and he distinguishes the col~nie3 ;;;to national 
and conquered or ceded. The former are those founded by Englishmen, established 
by means of improvement and prior occupation, which have been, from the moment 
of their formation wbject to the laws of England. " But in conquered or ceded coun­
tries that have already laws of their own, the king may indeed alter anJ change those 
laws; but till he doe, actually change them, the ancient laws of the country remain, 
unless such as are ng"inst the laws of God, as in the case of an infidel country. Our 
American plantations are principally of this latter sort, being obtained in the last cen­
tury, either by right of conquest or by trec.ties; and therefore, the common law of 
England, a" su~h,. has no allowance or authority there, they l-eing no part of the Mother 
Country, but dlstl~ct (though dependent) dominions. They are subject, however, to 
the contrOl_ of parhament, though (like Ireland, Man, and the rest) not bound by any 
act of parlIament unle~s particularly named." 
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,According to these princiuleg the whole l'irrht OI~ tIle KI'llrr U d tl- .. 
• L , 6 0 11 or 10 concessIOns III 

whIch the grantees .have l/l.l1y been bound to reserve their oak trees, without its being 
expressed that no mdemmty shall be due to them, is reduced to being able to take 
thuse oak tre~s for.na:,al purposes, on payment of their value, according to the estimate 
of persons skIlled III lIke mattel·,S. If the government does not tab" them, and it becomes 
indispensably necessary to cut them down for the llllrpose of preventinrr t;18ir decay or 
for the use of the propietor, the latter must pe~ent a petition to th~se who are en­
trusted with the exercise of the royal authority h this behalf, asking permL<sion to do 
so; . suc~ should be the clau'e: in his contrACt. If the Ki:1S' Lannot take y.-ithout paying 
for It, stIll less can the colomal authOli.ties arbitrarily bestow it upon anyone they 
please, and they cannot do so even with ro"pect to the timber Oll lands in the umc<cs­

sions of which the King has ill'erted the rbuse not to indemnify, for so onerous a 
clause ought to be restricted to the precise case, and the right gi,eil by it can only 
be exercised \,:~th E."pect to timber really destiner1, and \\hich shall Lc act,.allyem­
ployed for the King's ships. As to tl"e8S gl"Owing on the lands of Ya<.-:u1s, if the sei­
gniOl" has expres21y reseryed to himself the ri,n-ht of property ill them, t"'3re is no doubt 
that the vassals can neither cut them nor sell them, bccap_:-io tlil'j' fonn 110 part of the 
grant. 

If the seignior has only reserved to himself a right of pro-empti,m, the vassals can 
sell them, on giving notice to the f<cignior in order that he may substitute himself in 
the place of the purch'.L:ser, if he think; fit, as is the practice \l-ith us \yill! respect to 
the feudal pre-emption (rctmit r:udd). So that this depent1> upon the terms uf 
the cOdtracts which have not been placed bO{;)1'e 11.0 ill the 9ase subiflitted {or Ollr 
opmlOn. 

The patent of concession contain also the f,)lIowing clause: "On condition of giving 
" notice to His Majesty of mille> an<l minerals, if a:l:,' should be found in t~w saia COll­

" ce0si(,~L" 

In the case submit'L,-d it is asked whether this clause i,-; to be understood as cOllsti 
tuting the King joint proprietor of the mines and minerals which may be found upon 
the property granted, or merely as shc',ving' a desire, on the part of His Majesty, to be 
informed of their e:"istence, in order to have it in hi~ po,,-cr to provide fur the security 
of these troC1,iUl'e:'l, and protect them from conqul"t, for the benefit of t!lO state; and 
whether under any circumst~ll'(,u the King \vc;uld not owe the grantee an indemnity, 
or be held to giw) him a considerable share in the p"-dits of the mines; or whether 
the proprietor of the land is not, in virtue of his title to it, proprietor of the mines also, 
and whether companic~ could be formed, with privilege or otherwise, wIll) could 
dispute jli, li.ght. 

The counsel answer that this question also ought to be (1ecj,]ed by th,; laws of 
France, according to what has been said above. Now by the ordinance of Charles 
the sixth of the 30th of Mav, 1413, which is the mo~t ancient Jaw we have conceming 
thiR matter, " gold mines· belong til the King, ~,lld to him, and not to any other, 

belongs the tenth part of all metals whc1l purified and refill,d, without heing bound 
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" to pay an) t!,ing, but o:dy to protect the \,vorkm~n." Thi8 ordinance ~tyles private 

partie~, muster~ oftllc Hoil, ana proprietor of the mmes. 

Charles tlw tent Il I>n1.aincd hy an edict of thc 26th May, 1563, that the mortgagees 
oft1lC domain could not p'l kn<l to any right 0';('1' millf~s unless that right Ima Levu 
c:s.pn' .. ,ly lll"ncr"S·C'll to tilc;m, H,·nry the founh, by ~n '.·,Eet of the nilltl,l of JUlie 

1601, l'(''''i.o;tl'l'ccl the :)l"t d' July, ,11;03, aitc! hn;llg onL'lIled by the first al"'cle that a 
tenth pa~ in kiwI free amI C~l ur, <Jwl attestctl on oath tlO be 0'0, "hould be paid on all 
the saia mines, c.\.ceptec1 llY the :c, ','oll,1 ;1rticl(' md c,,-empted from the' duty (" a tenth, 
the mines of sulphur, ..;altpf'tl" iron, o('re, petroleum, c081, slat~, plaster, chalk, and 
othcr :,orts of~tone~ ;:.1' 1,ui:Jillg ;",d D.l' making mill-stcw'd, 

A le,,'i~lutin; aenec of Lhc CI:Ull"il ha:: o,'(~ lined in it, first a, ti"le, tlElt in futme no 
.::0 

one ,jll It, ~a ou at Ii be ty t') "l1l'Il C~' work mi;:;:;~ ui' pit-coal withuut havill.=. ohtained 
tlll' pcnlli:"inn oftlw cOlllroll('r';;'ll(r~d c{' ,lla l-,,-~:llCquer, '1,,'l,cther those who ,l",in'cl 
to work such mine~ were seignior:-;, ha', jug th3 sEpe1'iol' jm'ic,liction, or pupric'tOl'o of 
the lan,l nll 'II );ich E'lCh mille'; \,,'ere f;Juml. '.:'he den'nth c,ltide of Cw dL'CICC in 
qllc>tioll draai;l", ~hat th""c ,\,1'110 ":i;1 undclcake the ,nil L:;l'-' or coal mines, in \'irluc 
of the pen:li>sion L;wy ~ball hClve ul"aijlcJ ,,;]a11 Lu ol,liged to indemnify tLe proprietors 
u;'the ];IlJfb Oil '1vhidl they sl}C,ll epen ''L,ch Lli:]2~, ('ith:::1' by "micab13 arrangement or ac­
conline'to the e:t;mate c,f c.fpal:> or 1"'],:'01J Ekill",t1 in :'Edl n; .. tLTE, ;'greed upon he­
l,'., en the p,uci(;s; or in dC±~1illt tlH:'l'ed; appo;nted l,y ,k, int'·L,bnt. and c~n;jni"ary 
CJ:-u/ji"':'J, f:;ometirGcs the Ki<1.~' g;rallts 1"I[e,1ts t·) im1ivicltlal., t,) open 8.nd work mines 
but g'encrally tho pClients set l' .lUI th:lt they ~h811 k: opened by "'';lCl':ncllt ",;th the 
l,rul'rietoL<, amI UpJ,1 p',y:nent ot'inQc:n;,ilY prc';iuu)y made to them. 

:::· .. ,ch is tlle public l,:'.v of Vl':lnce Yiith re~pect to mines, and such is the l'uasun of the 
obligation tl) :,riyU Helice tu His M".ie~ly (,c wine'; aId miner'lL, not 111::t the King may 
at one' he'come the ma'ter ofthem, but that he ma:.' E:s.ercic:e over them, according to 
their natur8, the rig'!!'''' arioing trom the lawci ufthe bngc1om. 

L,u~" it is a"ked, what \vill bc the cf[;:;ct of the :"ull(lwin;' clauses contained in the 
grants made by the ,,:i;uilJl's to their tenUllto'-" the said tenants liiJd themseln,s to 
" c,,;,in.'" :,:,·1 i:11pruH' their lanels immediately, and to ,'e"ide thCl'(0n ,It the latest 
" within a year anrl a day from the date c:f these' presen~s, am~ in case thE; said grantees 
" shall fail to fi.:1fil the coW1itiU:l' set forth in the ".'.d c .. ;1tr(], t, it thall be lawful for 
" the s.:;ignior to re-enter ipso j1:rc into the posse o,iv!l of the o-ai,1 landi, without being 
" bound to pay any illJemnity for the labor '\\'llic11 the said .grantee may have performed 
"t:I':'1"."m." It is =:,ckec1 whetho' the ~Lignior ",umut, by a simple publication of notice 
at the door of the parish church Qitcr high mass, re-enter ~j)SO illn; upon the lands 
the conditions of the g:rant3 of which llQ.ye not been fulfilled, weetl;er he is not even the 
p1'<'_ rictur thereof ipSOfll:to, and whether the grantee can return to the land after­
wards and install himself therein afi:.:;,h. 

The cou~el answer, that it is much more regular, and abo safer in many res. 
pen::,. llotwrtl!standing the ipso Jure clause, to send the tenant in defl\U!t a SUlTImO\l:; to 



261 

fulfil the conditions of his contract, serving him at the same time with a declaration 
to the effect that in case of hi~ failing to do so by a given day, the seignior will, 
on that day, take possession of the land granted according to the tel"mS of his contract, 
wherefore he summons him to appear, if he thinks fit, upon the premises, in order to 
be present at the said entry into possession and to see the report (prod,"-7:crual) thereof 
drawn up. il.lld in eUect on the appointed day, two) notaries repair to the ,pot with 
the seignior, draw up a report of the state in which the land and premises are found, 
and of the things whic:l may be fond there belonging to the tenant, anu re-es~ablish 
the seignior in possession, without anyone being able to accuse him of having err.­
bezzled or abstracted the effects of his vassal, and of haying rather committeu an 
invasion than performed an act of justice. If the tenant is absent, the notaries will 
draw up their instrument by default. 

Deliberated at Paris the 14th February 1767. 

Signed, ELIE DE BEAUMO?\T, 

TARUET, 

" ROUCHET. 

We the ma"or and Aldermen of the city of Petris, certify to all whom it may con­
cern tl:at I\Ic:so"ni. Elie de Beaumont, Rouchet etnel Target, who have signed etbove, are 
advocate.; of f:e parliamellt of Pari8, and that faith io to be given to their signatures, 
judicially, as ,yell a:l extra-judicially. 

In witness whereof we have siglled these presents, and have caused the ~L'~l of the 
city of Pari~ to be affixed thereto. 

Given this twenty-fifth dety of March, one thousand seven hundred uuJ sb:ty­

seven. 

Signed, BEGUON. 

LARSONNYER, 

CHARLIER, 

BIGOT. 

Sealed the said day, 

Signed, BOYEURD, 
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[Reg. Fran. 28th :March 1774 to 28th April 1846, letter G, p. ?Go.J 

Err',-;/Oil rj' the /(I!/,[ uwZ,e,oignior!J ~r Longltcuil into a 0urrmy. 

Lon:'. h)' the t;l"ace ofG-od, King of France and =~a\"arr(', 

To all present and to come, gTeeting. 

"\Vhereas it consists "'ill! onr greatne"" and our justice to recompense those who, by 
their merit amI their cuura:21', haye achieyec1 remarkable actions; and taking into con­
sideration the sen·ice,' \yhich have heen rendered to us 1>y the late Charles Lc l'Iloyne, 
esquire, Sieur dl' Longueuil, who, in the year 16,1O,~:rcmoved from France to Canada 
fur the purpose of ,",cttling there, where he gayC', on al1 occasions of \\'at" with the 
Iroqnoi,:, so many proof3 of com"age ancl fidelity in our service, that he \\"as employed 
by om gl)n~rnnr," and intC'l1<bnt3 genereLl of the said country in all the milibry expe­
diti"ll,:, and in all the negociations and treaties for peace, in y/hich 1:c al\\'ltYs acquitted 
himself to their satisfaction; 

And, afterw<1nlc:, Charles Le l\loynf', e;:quire, his son, y, ishing to follow the example 
of his father, has sened ('\"f'r since he has been capable d' 1 'ca" ; 'lg arms, bUll! in 
France, in the c:ll'acity oflil'llknant in the regiment of St. Lawrc"ce, and in Canada 
sin':" 1 (j',7, ill the same capacity of lieutenant, and in tlmt of captain of a comlJallY of 
the detachment of marinc.;, in \\";lich service his arm wa; shaaered, by a mU3ket shot 
from the Iroquois, in the action ,,·hich occurred at the place cullctl Lachine; 

And se','(,:l of his younger brothers, wi shing to follow the "~,lllC e'~all1ple, betook 
th(,ll1,dYes to the profession of arms ; 

Jacques Le l\IUyllC de St. Heleue, by his services on several occl1c,ions, obtained a 
company in tl1C detachment of marines, and \\"8,S afterwards killed ill comh, t against 
the English, when they be"icg'ccl C~ncbec, bei:og at t:JC head of the Canadians \\";th 

the said Charles Le ;,Ioync, his brother, who was also wounded; 

The Sieur Le :Moyne d'Iberville, captain of a fi'igate, has served and commanded, 
both by land in the capture of the forts which are at the extremity of Hudson's Bay, 
and in that of Fort Corlard, and by sea, in hi2 said capacity of CC'l,tain of a frin-ate, in 

• 0 

whIch he is serving at preseut ; 

The Sieur Joseph Le Mayne de Bienville was made an C'1 "'ign in the said marine 
forces, and he was killed by the Iroquois in the a'i:iJ.ult of th.) ll)::~e called RepentignYi 

The Sieur Louis Le Moyne de ChateauQllav, doinO" duty as an ensiO"!1 under the Sieur 
d'Ib '11 ' . a J b b--

eI"Vl e, hIS brother, was kllled at the takin~ of Fort Bourbon in the Hudson's 
Bay; 

Th~ Sieur Paul Le Moyne de Maricour is second lieutenant ofa man of war, and 
captam of a company of th d t 1 f" . d " e e ac lmcnt 0 mannes, servmg as second lIeutenant un er 
the :-ilcur d'Iberville, his brother. 
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The said Charles Le Moyne, t~e eldest son: in order to comply with our designs 
for the settlemen~ o~ Canada, has Incurred consIderable expence in placing settlers on 
the estate and seigmory ofLongueuil,< which contains about two leagues on the river 
St. Lawrence, by three and a half in depth, which he hulds of us with jurisdiction 
(haute, m~?Jenne et bassc justice), in which he labors to eotablish three parishes, and 
for protectlOn of the settlers in time of war, he has built, at his own cxpense, a fort 
flanked with good towers, the whole of stone masonry, with a guard-honse, several 
large detached building.s, 'lnd a very fine chuJ;;..ch, the whole decorated with aU the 
badges of nobility, wit· _ [: hne ~table-yard in which there is a barn, a stable, a sheep­
fold, a dove-cot, an1 other buildings, an of masonry, enclosed within the Selid fort, 
alongside of which there is a hanal mill and a fine brewery, also of mawnry, very 
useful t<J the colony; and added to the whole a considerable number of servants, hor.'cs 
and equip" 0,-e3; all ,,-hich bljldings together have cOot him more than 60,000 lirres, so 
that the said seigniory is at present one of the finest in the whole country, and the only 
one with fortificatioll", and built in such manner a, to have contributed very much to 
the protection of tl '0 settlers in the neigL boring seigniories; which estate yields a 
considera11e revent:t:, in cOll'equence of the great clearings and immense \yorks which 
to has call 'cd to be performed, and which he is still carrying on, usually keeping 30 
workmcH e,nployed thereon, all which he i" able to afford, at the same time that he 
is qualificu to occupy a station of distinction, founded on merit and virtue. 

Fo~' which reasons ,ve hnse thought that it consi:;ted with our justice to bestow, not 
only upon his estate Qnd seigniory ofLongueuil a title of honor, but al,() upon himself, 
some mark of honorable distinction, which should descend to po"tclity and afford to 
his children a motive of hmdablo emulation, inducing them to follow his example. 

Wherefure, of om ~pecial .ClQCe, full power and royal authority, we have created, 
erected, clevate~l a, "~I u0coruted, nnc! by these presents oignctl by our hand, do create, 
erect and decorate the estate and seigniory of Longueuil, situate in our cOl~lltry of 
Canada, with tho title, name and dignity of a barony, to be enjoyed by the said Sieur 
Charles Le Moyne, his children, successors and assigns, and their descendants born in 
lawful w~dlock, fully and peaceably holding under us in right of our crown by an act 
of fealty and homage and by acknowledgment and enumeration (at'en cl denombremc lit), 
as required by the law of our kingdom, and the Custom of Paris, followed in the said 

country; 

According to which title, name and dignity of barony, we will that they may call, 
name and style themselves barons in aU deeds and proceedings, as well in courts of 
justice as elsewhere; that they should enjoy the same rights of wearing and blazoning 
coat of arms, and the same honors, prerogatives, ranks, pre-eminence in point of war 
and at the meeting of nobles and others, as the other barons of our kingdom; that the 
vassals, under- vassals and others holding lands in the said seigniory of Longueuil by 
noble tenure or en TOtlwe, acknowledge them for barons, and render to them their ac­
lmowledgments, enumerations and declarations, as occasion requires, by the said title; 
which title we likewise will should be inserted in the judgment which shall be rendered 
by the officera employed in the administration of justice to the said vassals and others 
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nmenable til the juri~diction ; the whole under the aforesaid title of baron de Longueuil, 
without, howeycl', that the said nssals shall be held, by reason of anything contained 
in th('~e pl'e-;ent.c;, t" ot]jCT or greater clnes or duties than those which they are ch~rg:l'd 
with at P1"(':;Cl1t, allll \yiJJOut any chans'c or ijj!i'i!1;~'ment upn;l the jmisdiction of cases 
resen-eel for the COlJusance of the ruyal cunrt '. 

Therefore, v'-(' giye it in cOllll1l:md t" 0111' belovecl and faithful couu,ccllf)]'" the 
mem],ers of lil);' sovcn:;,-,:n council in Ollr C<lulltry of Canacl<!, that tL'y cause these 
pre·(·nU tl) l,e reg-i,tercd, and what is herel))' granted to llL' used :11,,1 C'IJjuyCU by the 
said :,ieur C]1<11'le3 Ll' ',I,,:,'ne, his "hil(ln'H, po-terity and linC':lge, fiUCcc,>;ors and as. 
,i'~ll; fun:,-, peClceably and perpetw>lly, l;)rlwaring hom and c:lhing all di,turl'Qnces 
al;d hindrance cuntrary til the ,:une to cease; fOi' such i" our pleasure. 

And in order that the thing m~y be certain ullcl lasting for eyer, we ]mye caused 
our s('~d to be put to these presents. 

Civell at V e1',,~illes, on the twenty-sixth day of tIle month or January, in the year of 
grace one tl,ou,and "cycn hundred, and of our reign the sixty-s,'y( 'nth. 

(Signed) LOT}I:-'. 

And on the fold: 

By th" l":'in;:;':" command, 

PHELIPEAuX, 

And (I1nl1!;side: " riVi r]" lipnmx, for the erection of a h~.rolly in Canada; " and 
on the back there i" writkl': "HC';:\i ·tered the !)th March 1700." 

TOUFFLOT, 

\,\-itll a flourish. 

The said letters patent ~ealed with the great seal in ,[,'Teen "-:1.X, on cimson and green 
silk ribbons, rc,;i ,terL'! 1 in pursuance of the decree of the KUY('l2ign council of Quebec, 
to that effect rendered the :2.:;th cTu.y of the prc;-;cnt month, Ly me the undersigned coun­
sellor, secretary to the King and chief Clerk tlll'H'( ,f. 

At Quebec, this twenty-eighth day of April one thousand seven hundred and one. 

(Signed) A. PEfiVRET. 
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[C. Reg. Franyais of the 23rd Oct. 1765 to the 27th May 1766, Folio 643.] 

Ratification if a concession in favor qf the sieur Longueil.-Registered in the qfflce qf 
the Registrar the 31st March 1766, at 6 if tlte clock P. 1.1. 

On this day, the eighth of February; one thousand seven hundred and thirty-fiye, the 
king being at Marly, and being willing to confirm and ratify the concession made of a 
seigniory, the twenty-first day of April, Ol1e thousand seven hundred and thirty-four, 
by the sieurs the Marquis of Beauharuois, govemor and lieutenant-general of His 
Majesty in New-Prance, and Hocquart, intendant in the said country, to the sieur J 0-

seph Lemoyne, Chevalier de Longueuil, captain in the forces maintained there, of the' 
extent of land which is to be found on the river St. Lawrence, at the place called the 
Cascfldes, fi'om the boundary of the seigniory of Soulanges to the Pointe au Baudet, 
inclusively, making about two leagues in front by three leagues in depth, with the 
islands, islets, and shoals a(ljacent thereto ;-His Majesty has ratified and confirmed 
the said concession, being willing that the sieur de Longueuil, Lis heirs or assigns, 
shall enjoy the same for ever as their own property, by right of fief and seigniory, 
with superior, mean and inferior jurisdiction, (haute, moycnne et uasse justice) with the 
right of hUllting and fishing and trading with the indians throughout the extent of the 
said seigniory, without being required to pay for the same to His Majesty or the 
king's successors any tax or indemnity, of which, to whatever sum it might amount, 
he makes him a gift and remission, upon condition of rendering" fealty and homage at 
the castle of St. Louis, at Quebec, to which the said fief will be subordinate, and of 
paying the other accustomed dues, according to the custom of Paris in force in the "~1iJ 
country; and that an appeal shall lie from the judg'J who shall be c tC1blished there, to 
the royal ,court at Montreal; on condition also, of preservi.ng and causing to be pre­
served by their tenants, the cak trees fit for the construction of His l\l"jee:ty's s;,ips; 
of giving notice to His Majesty, or to tho go,'emor or intendant of the said country, of 
mines and mineraL, if any be found in the said concession; to clear it an(l reside upon 
it, and cause their tenants to reside upon it, in default of which it will be rc-nnited to Hi,., 
Majesty's domain; to leave sufficient roadway fur the uso of tho public; and also, to 
leave the beach free to aU fishermen, with the elfception of that part thereof which 
they may require for their own fishery; fi1d in case His :l\Iajesty should hereafter re­
quire any part of the said land for the purpose ofbuilding Forts, Batteries, Magazines 
and other public works thereon, he shall be 2t liberty to take the same, as well as the 
trees which might bo required for the said public worb, and fuel f"r the g"lTl-isons of 
the said forts, without being bound to pay any iuclenmity for the same. It D£'in.; His 
Majesty's pleasure that the said concession should be subject to the conditions 
above expressed, without any exception under the pretext that they have not been sti­
pulated in the said concession. And in testimony of his will, he has ordered me to 
draw up the present patent, which shall be registered in the office of the clerk of the 
superior council at Quebec, in order that recourse may be had thereto when required, 
and which he has been pleased to sign with his own hand, and caused to be counter­
signed by me, his counsellor, secretary of state and of his household and treasury. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

" PHELYPEAUX. 
L2 
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The present patent has been registered in th~ registers of the superior cou~ci1 of 
New-France, after hearing the attorney-general, III pursuance of the decree ofthlB day, 
by us, the undereigned counsellor, secretary to the king, chief clerk of th~ council at 
Quebec, the twenty-sixth September, one thousand seven hundred and thIrty-five. 

(Signed) DAINE. 

The present patent of ratification hereinbefore transcribed is a true copy taken from 

the original rC'gistt'recl and compared by me. 

(Signed) GOLDFRAP, 

Deputy Registrar. 

[Reg. of the Int., Books 5 and 6, Folio 571.] 

Ratificationinfinor qf lYladame de Soulange qf a grant made to tlte late sleur Pierre 
JW'lIIl'8 11Ia rie Joibert de Soulangc, Iter lwsband, on the 12th Oetober 1702, if an 

C.C/Cfltqf lalld sitl/II/e at tile Cascades. 

MAD.\}IE SOULANGE. 

On this day, the fifth of MilY, one thousand seven hundred and sixteen, the king 
being at Paris, and llcing willing to confirm and ratify in favor of the widow of the 
lase ~ieur de Soulange, captain in Canada, the conce:;:".iun made by the sieurs de Cal­
liere aml de Beauharnois, formerly gOY8111or-general and intendant in New-France, 
the twelfth of October, one thousand seven hundred and two, in His lVIajesty's name, 
to the said Ltc bieur Pierre Jacques Marie J oibert de Soulange, of an estate in the said 
country; His ?lbjesty, by the adyice of Monsieur d'Orleans, regent, has confirmed and 
ratified the said concession, being willing that the said dame de Granville, widow of the 
said late Eieur de Soulange, her heirs or assigns, shan enjoy t1 ,e sa:-<-l~ foreyer as their 
ovm property, by right offief and seigniory, ~uperior, mean and inferior jurisdiction, with 
the right of hunting, fishing and trading with the indians throughout the extent of the 
said concession, without being he1cl to pay to His .i\Ljc.,ty, or to the kings his successors, 
any tl'X or indemnity for the same, of which, to whateyer Sur,l they may amon:'t, His 
Majesty has made him a gift and remission, on condition of rendering fealty and ho­
mage, at the ca,tle of St. Louis at Quebec, to which it ,vill be subordinate, and ofpay­
ing the ordinary dues; of preserving and causing to be preseryed by her tenants, the 
oak trees fit for the construction of the king's ships; of giving notice to His Majesty, 
or to the govemors and intendants of the said COUE,,-Y, of an mines and minerals, if 
any :here should he found within the said concession; that an appeal shall lie from 
the Jud;e who shall be appointed there, to the rOyal court at Montreal; of residing 
there, and causing hCI" tCllclnts to reside there, in default c ~ which it win be re-united 
t~ His ;,I~jc"ty'~ domain; of clearing the said land or causing it to 1e cleared imme­
dIately; of leavmg the necessary road-way for the use of the public; of leaving the 
beaches free to all fishelmen, with the exception of those parts thereof which she may 
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require for her own fisheries; and in case His Majesty should hereafter require any 
part of the said estate for the purpose of building forts, batteries, magazines, or other 
pnblic works, His Majesty shall be at liberty to take the same, as well as the trees 
which may be required for the said public works, and fuel for the garrisons of the said 
forts, without being bound to pay any indemnity; and it is His Majesty's pleasure that 
the said concession shall be subject to the conditions above set forth, without any ex­
ception under the pretext that they were not stipulated in the said concession, and that 
the present patent be enregistered in the office of the clerk of the superior council of 
Quebec, for the purpose of beine; referred to as occasion may acquire. And in testi­
mony of such his pleasure, His Majesty has commanded me to draw up the said patent, 
which he has been pleased to sign with his own hand, and to order to be countersigned 
by me, counsellor, secretary of state and of his household and treasury. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And lower down, 

PHELIPPEAUX. 

After that there is written: 

On this day, the deed of concession granted to the late sieur Soulange, the twenty­
third of October, one thousand seven hundred and two, and the above patent of con­
firmation were registered in the office of the clerk of the superior council of Quebec, 
in pursuance of its decree of this day, uy me, the under"'igned cOUlH'illor, secretary to 
the king, chief clerk of the said council at Quebec, the seventh December, one thou­

sand seven hundred and sixteen. 

(Signed) DE l\Im;:::;EIGNAT. 

'II. ANNE GRANVILL LE 

SOULANGE. 

BEGON. 

Nota.-The title of this concession is inscrteJ at page 33e! of the first part of this 

work. 

[Reg. A.-Ins. Sup. Coun. 1663 to 1662, No.1, Folio 84.] 

Decree which confirms the concessions made by 11Iollsicur t71e governor and JllollSli;:lIcur 
the intendm;t, to several persons therein named,from tile 12tlt October 1676, to the 5tlt 

September 1679. 

EXTRAGT FROM THE REGISTFRS OF THE COUl\'CII, OF STATE. 

The king in his council, haviog take;] into cons~deration I·l.is Majesty's letters patent 
uf the twentieth of May 1676, ('llllyeyi.ng authonty to the 81eur comte de Frontenac, 
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His .Majesty's governor and lieutenant-gcner~l in Can.ada, and t~ ~he sieur Duches. 
neau, intendant of ju.·tir·c, police and finances I~ the smd coun:rY,Jomtly, to grant con­
cesbions of land~, as well to the ancient inhabItants of the smd country, as to those 
who shallll3wly arrive there to re3idc, upon con~ition that the conces~ionB shan be pre­
sented to Hi~ 1\hjecty within one year from th81r date, :fix confirmatIOn, anll tluJf the 
lands conceded ~.hQ.ll be cle~red and brought into a state of cultivation wi,;hinsix years 
from the day of their concession, on pain of nullity; the saia lettcr.> regiitcreu in the 
superior council of Canada, the ninete3~th October 1676. ~~d havi~g seen t~e st~te­
ment of the ('()i1c('.",ioJ]s made by the Sleur de Frontenac, Jomtly wIth the smu sleur 
Duchesneau, from the twelfth day of October 1676 to the fifth day of September 1679, 
inclusiyc1y, (If ficf;, lands, i'lands and ri"cr" to Pierre de Foybert, damoiselle de Sou­
lange ot du Marfon, Randill, ue Ia Vallieres, de Repentigny, Bm'thier, damoiselle l\Ia­
rie Anne .TnchCl'en, witlmv of the ~ieur de la Combe, de B":CcElcourt, Marie Guille­
mette Robe]'t, widow of the siem Couillard, damoiselle Couillard, Nicholas Rousselot 
alias la Pruifier, Nod Lallc;l()j" Fran<;:oi·; Belanger, d'Amours, Desch,ufour, Creyier, 
,le' Verch0res, BigalTe, Romain, Decquet, de Boquinet, J,lcques de Lalande, Louis Jo­
liet, Nicholas J uchereau de St. Denis for Jo:<cph J uchereau, bis son, Andn~ de Chaump, 
Antoine C~dd(", Charles ~Iarqui>, Jean Lcyrard, and the Superiors and Ecclesiastics 
of St. Sulpice of Paris; and His Majesty lll'in,; willing to confirm the ~aid conces­
sions, in order to render the enjoyment thereof by the above named, their heirs and 
assigns, peaceable and perpetual, after hearing the report of the sieur Colbert, His 
Maje'ty's councillor in ordinary i:1 his Hlyal conncil, and comptroller-general of the fi­
nances, the king being in hi . .; council, has confirmed and does hereby confinn the con­
cessions made to the said F"ybert, Ranuin, de la Vallieres, de Repentigny, Belthier, 
widow la Combe, de Bec'Ctllcourt, widow Couillard, Genevieve Couinard, Rousselot, 
Langlois, Belanger, d' Amow 5, Deschaufour, Crevier, de Vercheres, BizalTc, Becquet, 
de Boqnin':'t, Lalande, Joliet, de St. Denis for Joseph J uchereau his son, de Chaume, 
Cadde, Marquis, Lenard, und the Superior and Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of Pa­
ri,;, by the said sieur comtc de Frontenac, jointly witb the said sieur Duchesneau, and 
directs that they and their beirs and assig-ns, shall enjoy the same in manner and form 
as set forth in the deeds of concession, and also that the said Langloi.;, 11is heirs and 
as.;igns, shall enjoy the house which he has caused to be built, without being liable 
to be disturbed in the jJossession and enjoyment thereof for any cause or reason what­
soever, suhject to the condition of clearing the lands granted to them, and bringing the 
same into good condition in six yean" reckoning from the date of the said concessions, 
on pain of nullity thereof, and also subject to the payment of the dues with wilich 
they shall be charged. 

And it is His Majesty's ,vill that the present decree, with the said concessions, be 
elsegistereu in his sovereign council in New-France, sitting in the city of Quebec, in 
oruer that recourse may be had thereto as occasion may require. 

Done in the kin~'8 council of state, His Majesty being present, held at Fontaine­
bleau, the twenty-mmh of ;:VIay, one thousand six hundred Rnd eighty. 

(Signed) COLBERT. 
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[Reg. B.-Ins. Sup. Coun. from 1679 to 1705, No.2, Folio 18.] 

Decree if tlw Conncil if State, confirming tlce concessions made b!J tlw G01"crnor and Ill­
tendant to several persons therein named, from tlw 4th January 1682, to tlte 17 tk 
September 1683, inclusive. 

The King, in his council, having taken into consideration His Majesty's letters patent 
of the twentieth of May, one thousand six hundred and seventy-six, giving power to 
the guvernor and lieutenant-general ofRis Majesty in Canada, and the intendant of 
justice, police and finances, in the said country, jointly, to grant concessions of land, as 
well to the old inhabitants of the said country, as to new settlers there, on condition 
that the concessions shall be presented to them within a year after their date, for the 
purpose of being enregistered, and that the lands conceded shall be cleared and brolwht 

o 
into good condition, within six years from the date of their concession, on pain of nul-
lity; the said letters patent having been registered in the sovereign council of Canada, 
the nineteenth of October, one thousand six hundred and seventy-~ix, and the list of 
the concessions made by the sieur de la Barre, governor and lieutenant-general, and 
the sieur des Meullcs, intendant of justice, police and nnances in the said country, 
(i'om the fifteenth of January, one thousand six hundred and eighty-two, to the seven­
teenth September, one thousand six hundred and eighty-three, inclusive, of fiefs, farms, 
islands and rivers, to Denis Derome, Anne Aubert, Guillaume Bonhomme, PieITe du 
Pre, Martel, J eall Ie Chasseur, the two daughters of the late Becquet, a notary, Jean 
Amiot, Charles Amiot, Rene Pasquier, the reverend Jesuits, Dauteuil, de Lamothe, 
de Luciere, Laurent Philipe, Jacques Lefevre, de Vitre, the Ursuline Nuns of Que- _ 
bee, Dubuc and de Pominville, and His Majesty being willing to confirm the said con­
cessions, in order to render the enjoyment thereof by the above named, and their heirs 
and assigns, peaceable and perpetual, His Majesty, in his council, has confirnred and 
hereby confirms the concessions made to the said Derome, Aubert, Bonhomme, du Pre, 
Martel, Le Chasseur, the two daughters of Becquet, deceased, .Jean Amiot, Charles 
Amiot, Pasquie:', the reverend Jesuits, Dauteuil, de Lamothe, de Luciere, Laurent 
Philipe, Lefevre, de Vitre, the Ursuline Nuns, Dubuc and de Pominville, by the 
said sienr de la Barre, jointly ,vith the said sieur des Meulles, and does ordain that 
they and their heirs and assigns, shall enjoy the same in manner and form as set forth 
in the deeds of concession, without being liable to be disturbed in the possession and 
enjoyment thereof for any cause or reason whatsoever, upon condition of clearing and 
bl-inging into good condition the lands conceded to them, within six years, reckoning 
B.·om the date of the said concessions, on pain of nullity thereof, and suhject also to 
the payment of the dues with which they shall be charged. And for the execution of 
.his decree, all necessary letters shall be despatched; and His Majesty desires that the 
present decree, together with the said concessions, may be enregistered in the supe­
rior council of New-France, sitting in his city of Quebec, in order that recourse may 

be had thereto in case of need. 

Done in the king's council of state, His Majesty being present, held at Versailles, 
the fifteenth April, one thousand six hundred and eighty-four. 

(Signed) COLBERT. 
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[Reg. B. Ill'. Sup. COUll. from 1679 to l705,No. 2,Foliu 106.] 

Decree creating a Royul Court at lYlontreai. 

L ' hi' tIle ,a-race of Gud, Kill,,:\, of Frallce and Nuprre, Oll";,. . 

'To all to whom these presents may come, greeting. 

The French colony t',4abli~hed on tl18 hland of l\Iontreal, in X ew-Fronce, having 
greatly illcrC';]"e(l, as \\'ell £i'om Lhe cm'e which we have taken of establi~hments ?~thiB 
kind for the propagation uf the fGitl! and ~he benefit of commerce, as from the splntual 
amI temporal aid \"hieh ',Iw Eccle~ia'3tics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, of our gool! 
city of Pari" han' gin'n to the Frenc11 inhabitant:" and tu the Indians during the period 
of about :,0 year,;, that their zcal for religion prompte(1 them to spend them, whereby 
1 he proprietors of the said island Wt'ri! induced to make oyor to them the entire c;cig­
nitlry there"r, ttJgether "'ith all their rights, in order to afford them increased means 
of continuing their prog;ress in the con'l'er.,ion of the Indians, and the ilbtruction of the 
French, and for holding which we have grantcJ them a licence of mortmain by our 
letters patent of the month of.i\Iay 1677; 

"Ve have thought fit to establish there a royal court of justice, as we have done in 
the other colouic'", and the said Ecclesiastics h~cvi]1'j entirely agreed ',\'ith us, and having 
merely intreated us tu be pleased to ind'~l1lnify them f01' the loss of the ,'mc·]uments 
which they derive from the administration ofju,;tice, which form a considerable portion 
of the endowments of their seminary in the said islaJ1(l, and of their mis,ions among 
the Indians; and we Leing desirous of making provi,;ion for this, and affording them 
the means of continuing the spiritual aid wbich they bestow upon the inhabitants of 
both races: 

For these reasons, we, by thc,p Pl'CSCl1ts signed by our bawls, have accepted and 
approved, and do accept and approve the resignatIOn into our haIlds by the said Eccle­
siastics of the jurisdicti, >n belcJIl,sring to them in the said island; and for the exercis(\ 
thereof in future, we have created a royal judge {'mm whose decisions an appeal will 
lie to the sovereign council of Quel1C~, an attorney for U', a c1t:rk, four bailiffs and also 
four attornies to act for suitors, and four royal notaries tt, execute deeds and COlltract~ 
for the inhabitants. 

And in order that the Ecclesiastics of th' ~cmil1ari cf Sr. Sulpice e,la blished in the 
said islal1t1, may not sufter any dc:triment ;rom these change.i, and for the purpose of 
indemni(ying them for the loss of the en,oluments which they (krivc from the exerri,ie 
of the said jurisdiction, ,,'e haye 8Tll1tecl to them the Domination, in the first instance, 
of the royal judge, and accordingly we sh:ll ca1::c a c0u,l1lission to be m~:le out in 
favor of Maitre Jean-Baptiste Migeon, Sieur de Branssac, advocate in ",:r Parliament 
~f Pal~s, wl~om. they have named to us, so that he may enjoy the sa:a office of our 
loyal Judge lU lIke manner as others invested with similar offices, and may exercise it 
th:'oughout the whole extent of the said isla;}(l, witll the excc l"tiol' of the enclof3d pre­
Im~cs of the said Eccletiiastics at Ville-Marie, and their farm of St. Gabriel, over which 
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we have reserved to them the right of superior, mean and inferior jurisdiction, subject 
in like manner to our sovereign council of Quebec; 

And we have granted to them, as their incommutable property for ever, the registry 
of the newly erected court, so that they may cause it to be held by competent persons, 
who shaH be accepted by our royal judges on their presentation, all the necessary 
writings being made out for that purpose; 

And, likewise, we have released them for ever from the obligation of paying the sa­
laries which shaH be assigned to the newly created officers, and from being responsible 
and liable in damages tor their illegal decisions, and from the expenses of criminal 
prosecutions, and from furnishing supplies for the gaols and bread for prisoners, and 
food for foundlings, and generally from all the charges incident to the administration 
of justice. 

And we do hereby command our beloved and faithful the members of the sOYereign 
council of Quebec, and aH other our officers to whom it may appertain, to cause these 
presents to be registered, and the said Ecclesiastics of the said seminary to use and 
enjoy the rights hereby conveyed fully and peaceably for ever, forbearing from and 
putting a stop to all hindrances and disturbances in that behalf; for such is our 
pleasure. 

And in order that this may be a settled and permanent thing for ever, we have 
caused our seal to be set to these presents. 

Given at Versailles in the month of March, III the year of grace 1693, and of our 
reign the fiftieth. 

(Signed) LOUI~. 

And on the fold: 

In the King's name, 

(Signed) PHELIPPEAUX. 

And 1;isa Boucherat: Letters patent for the establishment of a royal court at l\Iont­
treal; and sealed with the great seal in green wax, and crimson and green ribbons. 

, 
Read, published. and registered in the registry of the soyereign council, after hear­

ing the King's attorney general, and on his requisition t? that ~ffect, to the end that it 
may be carried ~into execution in every respect, according to Its form and tenor, pur­

suant to the decree of this date. 

At Quebec, the 5th October 1693. 

(Signed) PEUVRET. 
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[Reg. C. Ins. SlIp. Coun. from 1704 to 1714, No.3, folio 74, vo.) 

])"1'1"((' oj IJIC KiNg directilt,:';' thilt thc la,nds lchich have b~e:~ concr'ded be brought into 
culLiv'ltion and occupied by lIIhulnt,wts.-6tn Jaly 1711. 

The King bcinQ," informed that, m~o~g the tra.cts of~and \:'Li~~l Hi", r,1:Jjc,;ty has been 
pleas"a to ,grant and cOllel'llL> in selg1110ry to Ius subjects 111 ~': ew l'rance, there are 
sume which have not been entirely settled, and others on wInch there are as y-;t no 
settlers to bring them into a state of cultivation, and on which ab, those to. whom they 
have been conceded in sei';'lIiury have not yet commenced to make cleanngs fur the 

purpose of establishing their domain thereon; 

And Hi, i\I~e.'ity being also informed that there are some seigniors who refucc, under 
various pretexts, to concede land, to settlers who apply to them with t~lC hope of 
being able to sell the same, and at the same time impose upon t~le p.urch~sers the same 
dues as ,1l'C paill by the inhabitants already settled on lands, wInch IS entIrely contrary 
to Hi, l\I~e'ty',; intentions, and to the clauses and conditions of the concessions, by 
which they are merely pennitted to concede lands at an annual ground rent; whereby 
very grc':t detriment ie; done to the new settlers, who find le,,;6 land opl'n to settle­
ment in the places be6t acbpt, "I to conunercc; 

For remedy whereof His Majesty, being in his council, has ordained and ordains 
that, within one year at the farthest from the day on which the present decree :;hall be 
published, the inhabitants ,,1' X eW France to whom His J\I8jC>ty has granted lands in 
seigniory, who han! no domain cleared and who have no settlers on their grants, shall 
be held to bring them into cllltivation and to place settlers thereon, in default of which 
it is His Majesty's will that the said lands be reunited to his domain after the lapse of 
the said period, at the dili,C?;ence of the attorney general of the f,uperiol' council of 
Quebec, and on the orden; to be g~ven in that behalf by the governor and lieutenant 
general of His Majesty, and the intendant in the said country; 

And His Majesty ordains also, that all the seigniors in the said country of New France 
shall concede to the settlers the lots of land which they may demand of them in their 
seigniories, at a ground reut and without exacting from them any ,_,um of money as a 
consideration for such conce3sions; otherwise, and in default of their so doing, His 
l\Iajesty permits tlle said settlers to demand the said lots of land from them by a formal 
summons, aud in case of their refusal, to make application to the govenlor and lieute­
nant general and intendant of the saia country, whom His Majc,'ty enjoins to concede 
til the said settlers the lands demanded by them, in the said seiglliories, for the same 
dues as are laid upon the other concedec1lands in the said seigniories, which dues shall 
be paid by the new settlers into the hands of the receiver of His l\ICljesty's iklmain, in 
the city of Quebec, without its being in the power of the seigl1iors to claim from them 
any dues of any kind whatever. 

And this decree shall be registered in the registry of the superior council of Quebec, 
and read and published whercycr need shall be. 

Done in the King's council of state held at Marly, His Majesty being present, the 
6th day of July 1711. 

(Signed) PHELIPPEAUX. 
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[Reg. 6, Ins. Sup. Coun. from 1704 to 1717, No.3, folio 76.] 

Decree of tl~e King which declares against the settlers a forfeiture of the ri,ght of pl'O­

r:erty zn the lands which have been conceded to thern, if they do nor bring them 
u~to a state of cultivation by 'residing the~eon (en y tenant feu lieu) within 
a yeur and a c/uy from the publication of the said decree, of the si';:lh of Jldy 
1711. 

The King being informed that there are lands conceded to the inhabitants of New 
France ,'ihich are neither settled nor clem'ed, and on \\'llich these inhabitants content 
themselves ',vi~h cutting down some tnee'S, t:,illking by this meam, and by means of 
the concQ,;:,ilJlli thereo:' m::,-k to tlJem by those to y"hem His l\faje,3ty has granted tracts 
of the said ICl~)(L in seigniory, to secure to themselvec; the rigLt of property therein, 
which pl'\y;en'~s t~'Q3e land,:, bein,:; concec!el t:.> other and more laborious settlci's, y'illO 

might occupy them and biing thein into a state of CUltiY2ti')1l, and which is also very 
prejudicial to the other inh~'.bitants 3!ttbd in thoc:e seigniories :-

BecausG those w~,o do not reside upon their lands nor bring them into a state of 
cultivation, do not contricnte their sh2.:'e oflab0r to the public works which are ordered 
for the good of th3 cuuntry and of the s'l:,l seigniories, which is quite contrary to the 
intentions of His M'je:>ty, who only permitted those COE";C'3sions to be made with a 
view to the settlement (,f i.he COUllt"y, and on CCJ1(1iti'}TI that the lands should be 
settled and brou:;ht into a state of cultivation; an2 it being necessary to remedy 
such an abuse :-

His Majesty being in his council, has ordained and orC.:til", that in a YCGT and a day 
at the furthest from the dlte of the publication of the pl'e;cnt decree, the settlers in 
New France "lw do not reside upon the bnds which have been conceded to them, 
shall be held so to re3ide thereon (d'y! cn:'r fcu et lien) and to bring them into 
a state of cultivation, in doi:mlt of w}li;;h, and aftn tLJ bpse of the said tinv, it 
is His Majesty's will that on the certificates of the curates allJ of the captains of 
militia in the settlement, (C{{plhill~S de la Cute), to t1:8 effect that the s"iJ settlers 
have been a yenr without keeping house :md home on their lnmt:, and han: not 
brou)!ht t;,em into a state of ujt;vation, they shall be d2clal'cc1 to have forfeited tIle 
right~ of properly therein, and the san'.e shall thereupon be reunited to the domains of 
the respective seigniories, in PUrsUCtl1C8 of orders to be pronoullc.::,l by the Sieur 
Begon, intondlut iu the said country of New France, y,hom His Majesty c0mmands to 
see to the c~ccuLion of the pn-dcnt decree, ~Eld to came it to be enregiotercd in the 
registry of tlw superior council of Quebec, aild published and posted up wherever 
need shall be, so that no one may be ignoran.t thereo£ 

Dono in the I;::inn':, CouLCil of State, held tit Marly, His Majesty being present, the 
sixth day of July, ;ne thousand seven llU<l01'ccl and eleven. 

Signed, PHELIPPEAUX. 

M2 
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[Reg. D, Ills. Sup. Coun. from 1714 to 1718, No.4, folio 67.] 

Letters Patent in the flYNn of an edict cOllcerning the jurisdiction ~r the Island of 
, Montrcul (lnd the CiJte St. Sulpice, rif the month rif July 1/140. 

Lons, by the Grace of God, King of France and Navar;>, 

To all to whom these presents may come, greeting: 

The ((,(10si0,ti('3 of the semin8ry of Saint Sulpice have represented to us that on 
their petition we pronounced a elecree of our counr·il, on tile twenty-second (i::ty of the 
month of Apr], nul, by,,.hieh, interpreting as far as might be necessary, our (',liet of 
the mouth of March IG0:3, cH·"till,C>: a royal, jurisJiction in the hland cf Montreal in 
~LW Fnnc(', ur"n the surrender which had been m[Ul8 to us by the said ecclCiia;;ties 
of the jmisdi('lion wllich bclonsC';} tn them in the said island, we declared that we had 
not intended to include th('J'el11 the iuicaior jurisdiction of the Lland of Montreal which 
t;Ikes cn,;nizallce of qllestions ccmcerning the cens et r('1~tes, and other rents of the 
h011O'08 3111llantl.l ~ituate witbn t;l(' cl'l1i'i\'o of the fiefs holding under the seigniory of 
Montreal, y;hich jurisdiction might be exercised by the bailiff' and officcrci of the supe­
rior juri.,diction of the precincts of the seminary of Ville-Marie, and the farm of Saint 
Gabriel rescryed for the said ecclesiastics; 

And that in consequence of their resignation of the superior jurisdiction belonging 
to them on the estate of Cote SL Sulpiee, and on the Courcelles Islands attached to their 
seigniories, we ordained that tl1ey should be and remain rcunited t.u t1-e royal jurisdic­
tion of tIll.' SQicl Isla'ld of Montreal. 

And in order to indemnify the said ecclesiQstics and afford them advantages which 
might contribute to their e0tablishment, we granted to them the seiglliorial dues on all 
mutations oflan(ls and tenements, held of their said seigniory, conformably to the edicts 
and declarations (Ji'the twentieth of lV1arch 1G73, and tw.mtieth of February 1674. and 
other etlicts and declarations in that behalf; the whole upon condition ~;lat the said 
ecclesiastics of tlw seminary of St. i"5ulpice should not have it in their power to claim 
anything from the communities of the Freres ilospitaliers of the General Hospital of 
Montreal, of the Religieuses Hu"pitali0res of the Hutel-Dieu, and oftht; Ladies of the 
Secular COll'jl'cg',ltion of ~ ot"c-Dame, established on the said island, either by way 
of indemnity or 1,), way of mutation fine in respect oflands and tenements possessed 
by them, as well in virtue of concessions from the said ecclesiastics of the seminary, as 
by other llliIl1~~ of acquisition either en fief or en Toture, including all those Wllich they 
might aC(llure in future; 

That this exception which was introduced inw that decree, ugon a petition pre­
~ent(d, without the Imowledge of the memorialists, by the said three communities, no~ 
only of the lanc1s and tenements as well en fi(f as en ?'oture, which these three com­
munities po,s(",ed in the hland of :'II'JI1treal, which are very considera.ble, but also 
of all the propE.rty which they might acquire awl possess in future, c~n only be pre­
sume~ to hi'.ye b~en conceded by us to the said three communities, on the supposition 
that It wa., a thmQ,' agteed upon between them and the said ecclesiastics, since the 
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latter made no objection to the sail petition, which being found annexed to that oftlIe 
memorialists, it seemed as if ;t could not have been concealed from them· , 

But that in truth it had never bCem communicated to them, nor had they known of 
it previous to the promulgation of the said decree; that if they had foreseen this they 
would not have fD.iled to have opposed it, as they now beg of us to allow them to do, 
if necessary, inasmuch as it is clear that the greatest favor which t:woe communities 
'((ere entitled to ask, and which they had on several occ8.sio1'.' asked irom the said 
ecclesiastics, had ~lw'Lys been a remi~~ion of the indemnity due in respecL of the lands 
which they possessed at the time, without their baving ever thought of asking for a 

remission of the indemnity, or of other seigniorictl dues in respect of lands which they 
might take or acquire in future, as some of these communitities have since dedared; 
that such a purely gratuitoU3, yague and indefinite remission being unprecedented, the 
memorialists beg of us to modify it, although the said ITlllisbion is authorized by 
the s::tid decree, of which they had no knowledge until 1011:; after its date, and 
which has not yet been put into executiOlc , bccau;e the c(l',ies thercof having bcclJ 
3ent to New France direct, without Imving passed through their hand" were IC::it with 
~he vessels carring them; 

That the said decree, by w1lich we intended to fclYDr thorn, would be more pre­
judicial than advantageous to them if allowed to subsi"t, because it does not COll­

firm the licence of mortmain which we were p1C;J",n,l to grant them hy (ln1' letter::! 
patent of the month of l'IIay, 167,J, in respect of the d,m Itiml IlF",lc to them of the s<ticl 
Island ofM:ontreal, of the ~aid c.state now caned r;'~te St. Su11'ice, and of the C0arcclles 
IslandR and their depmdencies which they enj(lY, free from any obligcltinil in future to 
pay any fine or other duty, by·rea,;ul1 of the said mutation,; and cOllvcr3ion into mort­
main, (anwrtisscinen/) nor to appoint a substitute and replace him fh'l11 time to t;me 
(donner 7wmme vivcmt et monrwlt) as set forth in t~w said lett<'l"s patent; 

That they expected from our goodness that Wi.; would be p1cClsed to release them 
from this obligation, and to grant to them the conCrmation of the licence u;· mortmain 
which we gave them gratuitously by our lettel's patent of 1677, and which thcy have 
reason to expect now, even by right of purchase, (a tztre onercw;) a:; well in cOll,ic1o­
ration of the immense expom1ituro which they and their predecessors hayo incuned 
for the establiJlIlli:mt, i,11prUYClTient and preoervation of the Guid lsland of Montreal, 
Cote St. Sulpice, the Comce11es Islands and their dependencies as h) way ofindem­
Ility for the loss of the superior, mcm: and in;erior jurisdiction of the C0Cl' St. Sulpice, 
the Courcelles Islands and their dependellcieo, which they ha','o made oycr to us, and uf 
the mean jurisdiction of the said Cote St. ;;~ulpice and t;l(, said Courcell~s Ishlllds and 
Gheir dependencies, which they offer to make over to Cl', and also for a mIll and all the 
adjacent ground belonging to them on the hill at Ville-Marie, t:',ken for the fortifica­
Lions f)f the said city, and f01 the remission of considerable sums due to them by way 
of indemnity, by the three communities mentioncd in the [,aiel petition, if Hi~ Majesty 
,hould think fit that such re!1li~:;ion should be granted tc: then; for the past only, as 
the memorifilicts consent it should, provided the said liccllce of mortmain be con­

firmed; 
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And as it i.; impurt:mt r.11' them t!Jelt ail tilC5C r~"jllc::t" and t~lO~e which bSl' alr~ady 
been "Tanted ::0 them by IJn,' baid decree of the '2:!nd of Apn I, should be determmed 
bIb 1 ].. . npun by the same lctter~ F·t,.'nt, t~lCy beseec) U:3 to e p.C:l:'cc, m mterpretCltlOn, ~" 

f'r as may be necc~sa.ry, ofoUl" edict oftLe month of l\I~y 169~, creatin?" a royal juri~ 
diction in tlw hb.::t1 (,f l'Iontreal, to dccLre that we dId not mtend to llIclude therein 
the inferior jm:'I1i<:clll nf til(' :;:licl i·;antl, which should be and I'Clll::tin h''<'!'Yl.,a to 
them; wLiell ":l;'crior jlll1sdictilJn 11:.<1:! be cc~ercised by the hai'i!!' "nd officers of the 

superior juri,Jictiol1 of t!w p:-(,2i;1Ct~ of the iicminary of Ville-Marie, and farm of.=-t. 
(};cki,,!, ]'f.,::·,:',l t'J them by the o:lid edict, ",' ~l"cll eJlC;' officers <efl they mny thmk 

pHlpC' to 01'1'(.i:lt fl';:- tl1'" ]'81'pOS2, to y;lW:ll they be:; of llS to grant 1'0'\'('1' to decide 
all tll<' ClillL :",,:tion:, y:l,ich :,"~Y 31;,") OIl the subject of the ,'cco','C1'Y ufcc','ls et /'cilles, 

"J'OldHl.:-, nt·:, in(!; ct ~'C,ltr':, 'lnint an:1 iT:;et: a!d all other s; }in;i:l C:ll~'., which 
'~lDY be claimed by the s::il cc('b,i:'.~ti~" v:h:ltever ll1'I}' be tLc ~.'nn t" il'llii'h the same 

m:ly amoullt; 

That in comeqncl1ct' of the ~li:::-rend('1' ,,:L;dJ they lOlCllle to us of thn Cr,te St. ~",lpicc, 
Cua:·"~·]l2S J ~LIlH.1s encL':l pen·]".: :'>,:, w1::ch we haHl)cceptcd by decree of our council 
of the (\·i:,Ely.~cc(y,c1 d,' 1\1',i], (lLC) tl,"cl:o,l)ll'.1 SeV,.,l hu;\(~;'('d ~ma ji illY, nl,l which they 

r'''lS',':, as wc~l a,l ofthc inE:Jic:r jllJ'i"ch·;illn of tllC :'::i,l Cc,te ~_~" Sulpicl.', C':nrcelles 
IsLnds and c1ependenci, ,'whi::11 they ofE'r to u~ at pTC,ellt, they be,'ought ns to grant 
to t11-" ('f~1('C'r;3 Y':1t., ;,11211 C~~C~C~,-]f' t~~C' in.C·,_''':'):l juri::::(~iction \yhicl1 they l'c._cyye to thelTI­

sc;\'(',', in the s:lid Clt" St, :",~dFir::-, CmlTcC]Ls Isbncb a!';cl dcrendenciec, PO'NCT to 
dcc;(],' nl;::) all the C0Tlt"..-tatinl1D \·.11ich IT!'Jy ori~u Oil the ou1:icct cfth3 recovery of the 
cens cc Tfl,:tcs, [;T,nmd H'ntl, /r,Js (+ 1'Cllt"::, '1,,;nt [md relie:; and an the seigniorial 
due,: :'lld dutiu whi,": "hall 1", c1air'lcd by t''C ""iJ ecc1::-:',i::l:,tics by reas(;n of t:1l' "aid 
CI:,t" S', ~:\n1pice, C,mrf"lics LJundJ and their derel1dc'ncic~" and to release them from 
the oLli,;criul1s to remit the ilJdemnitiel :Ind Gth:" seigni(;;';al dues \'ill),1l are or shall 
11:: pc.yd)le hy the I"!~ re~ II" piLi:' r", th8 TIeligicuses Hm:pitaE~rcs of Hotel-Dieu and 
the Ladie~ uf tl;c ~'l'c1l1;'r COIl:;Tc,s"tion cf ~.l, ,ntr2nl, or tlnt, if we ",ielled to confer 
a favor on the.., three l'II';ml1.:i:itic8, 'IT '·,\',mld ~;:, ple:Ji:ea to declare th,:t the said gra­
tnitlltt, rcmi2c'ioll tllUuld take pIece enly with rc:~':cc'c to ll:., i:J"ll1r:iiY due for the 
lands and tenements which Y,','1'e rl)"~('t;fed 17 the Did three cccmunilics, at the time 
when the s~me w::' asked for in th, i1' nan' ", and not with re3pect to tL(' indemnity and 

other "ei~lli"rial dues, f;H laml" and t(,llCl~;cnt", which they have J('ej"ired ,incc, or may 
take ur acquire iii future, by any title \,hatsoever, 1Ul' which th'y ~;,all be held to 
pay the indemnity in full, and l~le other 8.CCi,!:i"Ciolllecl seigrj')l'ial due~ and duties; 

And h·tly, that as will in CO!li(ler~ni(JJl of the great expenditure which the s:Jid 
ecc]"il'Li,' . Qnd their predece8sors have incurred down to Li~ time fur the establi~hment, 
improvement and keeping up of the ~-3land of Montreal, the C<JLe St. Sulpice, the Cour-

1', I' l I" 
CI' Il_" ::,1, III ; cal' tl1E1r dependencici, as in exchange fc)r and by way of il "}:~mllity for 
the lo;;s of the jlll"i,clicti[;llS over the snid localities fmT(,1ll1l'l'Cd by them, their mill at 
YilL-:'I:llirc, taken for the fortifications, and the ('1I]"i<lel'c,ble ~ums due to them for 
indemnity lly t11(' three ('r,rnmllnil,'_''l alll.\'C; named, if we f,hould tllink fit that the same 

sh'Jt:ld be' remittod t" them for tLe pa~t only, \\"0 should grant to them by right of 
lJUrchase Cel t /I Fe o/tt'r"7! r) th fi . f 1" , . , 1 I I d ,-, (" con rmatlOn 0 t,,( ilC2I,ce l< ; .. :.':-tfP '!ll' of the oaJ( l> an 
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~ Montre~l, Cote St. Sulpice, COUl'celle~ Islands and their dependencies, which licence 
f mortmam we have already granted to them gratuitously hy our letters patent of the 
IOnth ofM~y 167:, and to ~ant to them the seigniorial dues payable in respect of 
II the nmtatlOns of property ~ltuate within the limits of the said places, to receive tIre 
lid d~es for their own use £Jrever, conformably to the edicts a~d declarations of the 
went18t.h of !'1:arch 1673, and twentieth of February 167'1, and to other edicts and 
eclaratlOD3 m t~at b~~half, without being at any time hereafter liable to pelY any tax 
l' duty to us or tne I'-li1gB our successors, on account of our fineR on mutations or con­
ersions into mortmain, or to appoint a substitute and replace him from time to time 
:lanner hamme 'vivant et nwurant) ; the whole notwithstandinO" all edicts and decla-

'" atiol1s, decrees and other things to the contrary; 

For these and other consideration Us thereunto moving, we have by the~e presenU, 
igned by our hand, said and declared and do hereby say and declare, that we did not 
ntend our Edict of the month of March 1693, to extend to the inferior juri.",1iction of 
he Island of Montreal, which it is our pleasure bhould be and remain reserved 
.hroughout the whole e::tel1t of the said lsland, to the said Ecclesiastics of th8 Semi-
1aryof St. Sulpice, who may cause it to be exerci:<cJ by such officers as they may 
;hink proper, even by tbe bailiff and other officers of the superior juriodiction of the 
)recincts of the Seminary of Ville-Marie and farm of St. Gabriel, reseryed to them, 
.n the said Island, by the said Edict, to which officers we give and grant power to 
;ake cognizance, in the first instance, of all the contestations which mayarise out of 
~laims for the recovery or ac.knowledgment of the CfllS ct ren/es, ground rents, lads et 
ventes, quints, reliefs, and all other seigniOl'ial and feudal dues and duties, wk,teYer 
may be the sum to whic.h the same may amount, made by the said Ecclesiastics on ac­
count of their estate, fief and seigniory of Montreal and their dependencies, Oil condi­
tion that all appeals from the saidjurisdic.tion shall be directly to ourjudges in the "aid 
Island of 1Uontre21; and by these presents we have re-united and 2.0 re-unitp to the 
royaljUl-i~diction of the said Island of Montreal, the superior and mean jm-isdicLion of 
the said Cote St. Su1piee [md Courcelles Islands a11ll their c1ependencie,"" belonging to 
the said EcclesiaBticB, it being our pleasure that they should enjoy only the inferior 
jurisdiction of the said Cote St. Sulpice and Courcelles Islands and their dependen­
cies, with power to them to establish judges there to exercise it, to whom we give and 
grant power to take cognizance in like manner, of all contestations which may arise 
in snits for the T2covery or acknowledgment of ans pi rentes, ground rents, l(Jds et centes, 
.quints and reliefs, and all other seigniorial and feudal dues and duties, whatever may 
be the sum to which they may amount, which may be claimed by the said Ec:lesiastics, 
on account of their estate, fief and seigniory of Cote St. S111pice and the Courcelles 
Islands and their dependencies aforesaid, on condition that all appeals from the said ju­
risdiction shall lie in like manner to the judges of the Island of Montreal; 

And we hava also granted and do grant to the said Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of 
St. SuI pice, the seigniorial clues owing by all the inhabitants of lands and tenements 
in their said seigniory of the said Island of Montreal, Cote St. SuI pice, Courcelles 
Islands and their dependencies, on condition, however, that it shall not be in their 
power to demand any thing from the communities of the Fl'Ehes Hospitaliers of the 
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Gelleral H"ol'ital of the bland of Montreal, from the Reli~euscs ~I()~pitaliercs of tho 
Hiltel-Dieu, or fi'om the Ladies of the Sccular Congrcgat-rlll of J\ ut]'l~-Dr:me, ,·tab­
ldle<l in the same i:;Lud, for indemnity of ;nutation fine's, in respect of the lands and 
tenements heretofure l'no''''8~cd l,y them, ,u 'willI by yirtue ()~ C()j](',,:;~ions from tIle said 
Eccle8iaotics of the ~;l'minary, as by other modes of acqlli;itiull, either in fi.;f or f'n 

1"lturc, it beinrr "ur pleasure that the said :... ·~dn'ia'tics dlOuld enjoy the dw's payable 
!IiI all mutati;~, of lamb, s,.,i.'~;liori(>s and ot:ler l'e~tl e,tat0 in their said t,.'igniory of tho 
hland of l\IonlrC:lI, CClte ~t. Sulpic(', the Coucelles Islands and their depL'llllc ,leic,i, 
'~(lnfurm~bly to the terms of our Edicts C11111 declarations of t~_8 twentieth of March 
Ilj7:;, and the l\\'l'ntieth of February 1674, ,.lILl ot1:er Edicts and declarations in tllat 

hehalf; 

AmI Wl' ha'.-e I1H11'", Iver, lly these pre,.;ents, c()dlnned, as by right of purchu"r, (it titre 

OIIt:rC/lx), ill con8idcration of the duc3 "'hic:l! '-,uuld :,ccrue to t:le saiJ Ecclesia,tics, 
by \Lly of imlemnity £)1' what they have ~\lITendcreJ to hJ in the seigniory of 
Montreal ami C,:,tc St, ti111pice, and for other con,ide!'ation~ hel'einbefore explained, 
the license uf mortmain wllich wc granteJ to them by our lettuj~" patent ot the month 
of May IG77, fur the said Island of l\'[ontrc:J.I, t:10 ,--,.'itate at 1',re3cnt caned Cote St. 
tiulpicc, and tbe Courcelles Islands and their dqJlmdencies, w'lid! then belonged to 
them, without their heing liable at any time to pay to us, or to the kings our sucees­
fears, any fine or indclllllity, or other dues wh",:,ocvtr, 011 account of the said mutation 
or convertiion into mortmain, or to llame a suu8titute and replace him from time to 
time. 

And we do herehy command our belovul and faithful the mm,.bers of our superior 
coullcil at Quebec, to cause these present; to be em cgic,wred, puulished and execnted 
according to their tenu!' and effect, notwith;;tamling all Edicts, declarations and orders 
to the CUlJtr,uy, which we have derogatecl ;lunt 0.nd ],en;by t10 d::)l'ozat:~ from; and in 
order that this may be a settled and permall(jnt thing for eyer, we have caused our seal 
to be set to these prc,entc;, 

Giwll at Marly, ill the month of July, in the year of grace one t!'ous2nd seven hun­
dred and fourteen, and of our reign the sey,enty-second. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

AmI lower down, in the King's nane, 

(Signed) PHELIPPEAUX. 

(With a flourish,) 

And on one ~idc, 'C18a., VOISIN, and se~lecl with the great seal 11l green \V::.X, on red 
and green ribbons, 

The le:rer& patent above transcribed, ha,e be'en regisLrecl in the registr: of 
the supenor council of Q b ' " ue ee, 11l pursuance of the decre<:l of this day, by me, the un· 
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d.ersigned counsellor to the king, registrar in chief of the said council, at Quebec, the 
~wentieth of September, one thousand seven hundred and seventeen. 

(Signed) DE 1.VIONSEIG~AT. 

[Ord. of 17:::'2, i~ 0.20, Folio 110.J 

Ordinance rettniti,lg the lands of tllc individuals therein nmned, to the domain of the 
Sieur B07lc7lcr de Ni'vet'viZle, in viTtuc of the ordinance of the 24th Jirly 1730, 
which binlls :!ucin to Teside lipan the said lands (tenir feu et lieu), and ill order to JJrc­
rent j>auds, forbids them, as well as othc/'s, to sell, assign or exchange their lands. 
Dated the 27th Tuly 1732. 

GILLES HOCQUART, &c. 

Considering onr ordinance of the 24th July 1730, made at the request of the Siem 
Jean-Baptiste Boucher de Niverville, esquire, seignior of Chambly, by which we did 
ordain that all the inhahitants therein named, should keep house and home (tiendront 
fen et lieu) on their land:s, and should be held to make clearings thereon (y faire dl6 
desert) within eight months at furthest, reckoning from the date of our said ordinance 
to the 1st Apl'il :i 731, incIusiye, after the lapse of which period, and upon the certifi­
cates of the said curate and captain ofmiIitia of the locality, to the effect that they haye 
not kept house and home, nor mQde clearings on their said lands, we should proceed 
to reunite the said lands to the domain Of the said Siem de NiYcrville, and by which 
we did also prohibit the said inhabitants and all others from assigning, exchanging or 
selling their lands without having given notice thereof to their seignior for the purpose 
of having the said assignmerlts, exchanges or sales ratified by him, in order to preyent 
frauds; the said ordinance publi~hfJ un three consecutive sundays, begining with the 
30th July in the said year, by one Laloire and one Layallee, officers of militia. 

Seeing also the petition presented to us by the said Siem de Niverville, setting forth 
that, since the granting of the said delay by our foregoing ordinance, which delay 
expired more than a year ago, the said inhabitants therein named, have not set about 
keeping house and home on their said lands, and praying that we would be pleased to 
pronounce the re-union t'lereofto his domain, according to the certificates of the curate 
and captain of milita of the said seigniory, attached to the said petition; and praying 
that, conformably to the decJ'ee of the King's council of state of the 6th July 1711, in 
order that t~10 petitioller may dispose of or deal "vith the same, as he may think fit, and 
that we would moreO"er condemn the said inhabitants to pay to the said petitioner the 
cens et rentes wLich they owe him for the whole Gf the period of their possession. 

And seeing the said statement certified by the mission~ry and capt~in ~fChambly, the 
12th of the present month, by which it appears that, 8111ce the pubhcatIOn of our fore­
going ordinance, the said inhabitants therein named have not kept house and home, nor 

performed any works on their lands, to wit: 
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,\i.tl icn Lebult, fur ;; arpc'IlL, ill fiont 1,)" 30 in depth; 1'Spirw, fur a lot of ~imilar 
extel1t; Xieholas Faycrcau, for :31 arpC1Jts by ;JO in depth; :i\lic!JcI Charbonneau, alti" 
for 3l arpcntsby ;;Oind('pt;l; Andre L:lll~llC'rl()(', Joseph Labrie, Etienne Petit, An­
toine Rr,,,, Pil'1TI' Marie, Jean Archambault, .Jo""'l,lt Lal'ion, Jean Milet, Andre Ar­
cklmha\~lt, Fr'Ul<;oi" Cbretir'll, PicH(, C;r01G, Fran~'lli~ SeTat l'E~p~',C;'1j()1, Pierre i\.vare, 
.T r:m-BaIJti, k Cousineau, Ignace l'Ihrtin, each for :~ arpents in front by :~Il in depth 
Rene'Lufieur, for :3 arpentl by ,10 in dcpth; t(ll' widow LatLIli; ,e, for -10 l:rjll'llt< in 
front bYlU in dq)li1; Luai" Laug"11c,.Jue, Antoine Languedoc, Frallr;ois Lan;ruedoc, 
each for a lot Ill3 arpl'lJt, in front by 30 in dq,th; J ean-Bal,ti"i(" COllcineau, for two 
lots, ,f 3 arpents l,y 80 in (1. pt:'1; Fr:lilr;ui:< Voyer alias Labrie, Iill' 3 al'lJcnt3 by 30 in 
depth; Pierre Groux, for two loLl of 3 a:llcnts hy 30 in depth; Fral1':ci,; ;-;,'1'::t, also 
f; ,r t\\'I' lot" of:3 nl],Cl;ts ill fi-ont by ;:)0 in depth; Antoinc L<.lli. 'n, for:'; arpellt:l by the 
same depth; Hew' La1'ion, fIJI' :J arpent ' L,y ::;0 in depth; Loui: ~;nd Andre Archam­

bault, each for 3 orpents by 30 in depth. 

And hayinc; taken t:,e \"Lille into COl],citlcl'lltilli1, \\-,~, in yinilC of the p(,w('r giycn tl) 
1\" hy Hi, j\L0e"t)', und in execution of the suid decree of the council of stc'te of the 6th 
July Ii 11, bve declared all t'1e said imliyiduals hCl'cinaboyC' named tu kye wholly 
und (,ll'cinly i(wf.:itcc1 all ri o;11t r:f property ill the saidl~lncls conceded to them by the 
~icur ell' 1\iYl~n'illc, and tJitln: ' ill tlt·, , said scigniory I);' Cham~;Jy, in c' ,nrequcnce of 
their havill,rc; fuilcll to keep h' 'U ," and LUdW t;lereon, ,lid to pe, nn ~Lly '>'<i:l":: t:18reon 
witllin the pcri()tl, plTcnibecl, as in,ll hy tIll' soid decree of the cOllncil ofbt;:;tC', a,; by 
our said ordinance of the :2-1oth J\lly 1730, and \ye haye reunited the ,,; a 111 c, to the 
dom;riil ofthe saic1 Sieur de l~iycrvillL'. 

And the said ordinance ,:hall be read and published in the usual manner, so that 
none of tl!o,,:c who are therein named, may be ignorant thereof 

Thu3 (,~',krc ,I, &1'. 

Done at Montreal, the tW3nty-sevcnth (by of July one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-two. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 

[Ord. of 172:2, Xo. S, Folio 2;").] 

I)ulillance prohil)itillo; the inhabitants rif Gmi/rTc-AIISC from laVII1':'; fisheries to catch 
hen'/,!;:; nild s,11mon in fmnt r:f the ji~r Sf. Denis, inasmuch as the proprietars 
arc about c;,/a1jhslllil,!! a jishenj to catch porpoise, on po in of all damages a:yu'i1st 
tlte cOlllnlrelliil!; ]Jur/les . 

.\lJrlIEL BCGox, &1', 

It huying been represented to us by Dame Th{.rese Lalande, wife of the Sieur Au-
bert, cOlllsellor in the supen'o 'I' h" . - r connel m t IS CIty, actmg as well for herself as for the 
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roprietora of the fief St. Denis, that several inhabitants of Grand Ba.y, and other 
laces, have taken upon themselves, for several years past, to set up herring and salmon 
.sheries in front of the said fief, and that, being on the point of establishing a porpoise 
lshery at the same place, in conjunction with Charles Gagnon and Pierre Franr;-ois, 
nhabitants of Beaupre, they could not succeed, if the said inhabitants should continue 
o set up their fisel'ies, as they have done in times past; and it being her interest to 
)revent this, she has prayed us to be pleased to prohibit all persons from setting up 
isheries upon the said fief St. Denis, or to disturb the said Gagnon and Fran~ois in the 
establishment which they are about to make of a porpoise fishery ; 

In consideration whereof, we hereby prohibit the said inhabitants of Grand Bay, and 
all others, from setting up in future herring or salmon fisheries in front of the fief St. 
Denis, and fi'om troubling the said Charles Gagnon and Piere Franc;ois in the estab­
lishment ,whch they are about to make of a porpoise fishery in the said place, on pain 
of all costs and damages against those who may offend in the premises. 

Thus ordered, &C. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-fourth day of March one thousand seven hundred 
and twenty-two. 

(Signed) BEGON. 

fOrd. of 1743, No. 31, Folio 121.] 

Ordinance wl.ick condemns dame widm.D Pmnnu:reau to pay to tlU! G'ieN,r de Lafonta·inc, in 
l.is qualities, tl.e sum if 1808 livres, 13 sols and 9 deniers,for half if tlu; rents due 
by Iter for tke Lylands if IVlingan, which she or.cupies, provided the sieurs Lalande 
and Jolliet give loer a concession if the i.Yles, i.Yla'JUl.y awl beaclu.Y (battures) in 

front if ker concession on tl.e mainland. 

CHARLES MARQUIS DE BEAUHARNOIS, &C. 

GILLES HACQUART, &c. 

Between demoiselle Fran~oise Boucher de Boucherville, widow of the sieur Pom­
mereau, proprietor of the post called Great Mecatina, appelant from the seizure made 
of her moveables, the thirty-first of October and fourth of November last, of the one 

part; 

And the sieur Jacques de Lafontaine, counsellor in the superior council of .Quebec, 
and demoiselle Charlotte Bissot, his wife, in the name and as donee of the sleur J ac­
ques Lalande Gayan, captain of the shifs ~f His C~tholic Majesty, owner of half the 

M· . I d th saiJ oieuT Lafontame m the sald name, also as attorney of dame mgan IS an s, e " 
L . d G' 'do,,, of the late sieur Pierre Lalanne, baron of Castelnau, and of DUlse e ngnon, WI . , . 
the sieur Charles J oUiet, the sieur Fleury de Lagor~endiere, ~gent o~ the In~a Com-

. h i' and as haviug married demOIselle ClaIre Jo111et, the BIeUr Vo-pany, In t e name 01, 
N2 
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lant d'Hautebourg, in the name of and as having married the widow of the sieur JeaD 
J olliet, the sieur Jean Tache, stipulating for the latter in virtue of his power of attor­
ney from demoiselle Volant, as attorney of her husband, all heirs in palt of the late 
sieur J olliet, respondents, of the other part: 

Having Been the proces-verbal of seizure of the moveables of the said appellant 
mado at the request of the said respondents, on the thirty-first of October last, by 
Courtin and Thibault, bailiffil, at foot of which is the answer of the said appellant, that 
she is ready to pay the rent specified in our onler of the fourth of October last, which 
she has never refused to do, provided the said respondents give her a good and valid 
discharn'c and a deed of concession of the isles and islets which are in front of her con-

.::> ' 
cession on the mainland, and of which she has need for the success of her local fishery, 
with a protest for all costs, damages and interest incurred and to be incurred; 

Anotherproces-verbalof continuation of seizure of the moveables of the said ap­
pellant, at the same request and by the same bailiffs, the fourth of November last, 
an acknowledgment by the sieur Foucault, counsellor in the superior council aforesaid, 
dated the fourth of November last, by which he acknowledges that the said appellant 
has intrusted to him the sum of three thousand six hundred and seventeen !ivres seven, 
sols and six ilen;,·l's, together with seventy-five seal skins, by way of deposit in his 
hando, to be delivered to the heirs Jolliet and Lalande, (respondents) according as he 
may be commanded by us, the said acknowledgment served upon the said sieur La­
fontaine in his said capacities, by Clesse, a bailiff, on the fifth of the said month of No­
vember. 

Having seen a written pleading of the said appellant, in which she prays that the 
seizure and taking in execution of her moveables may be declared null, unjust, tortious 
and illegal, and in consequence that the said sieur Lafon taine, one of the respondents, 
may be condemned to pay her two thousand livrcs, or such other sum as we may be 
pleased to assess, by way of damages, together with all costs, wherefore she consti­
tutes herself an incidental plaintiff, saving to herself the right of adopting such other 
conclusions as she may be advised, and reserving all her rights, claims, actions and 
pretension~; the said written pleading served upon the said sieur Lafontaine, in his 
said capacities, by CIesse, a bailiff, the fifth of November last; 

The answer forthwith made by the said sieur Lafontaine, in which it is said, among 
other things, that the deposit which the said appellant has made in the hands of the 
said sieur Foucault not having been ordered by any superior authority, nor by any 
competent party, he, the said sieur Lafontaine, will not mind it; that she is free to 
deposit her own money in the hands of whomsoever she thinks fit, but not that which 
ought to accrue to him as one half of the rent ordered by us to be paid; 

A petition presented to us by the said widow Pommereau, praying, for the reasons 
therein contained, that we "'ould be pleased to admit her as an appellant from the sei­
zur~ and.ta~ng in execution of her moveables, and from all that preceded and follow­
ed It, mamtam her appeal, declare the deposit made in the hands of the sieur Fou­
cault, of the ,urn of three thousand six hundred and seventeen livres, seven sols and 
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six dc-nie:s, and of the seventy-five seal skins, good and valid; that in oonsequence he 
shall delIver the same to whomsoever the court shall direct, and that the order to be 
~ven .in this matter may.avail as a deed of concession to the said appellant, of all the 
isles, Islets and shoals wInch may be found to belong to the heirs J olliet and Lalande, 
in front of the grant of the said appellant on the mainland, and that, pronouncing on 
the seizure and execution taken out against the said appellant, by the sieur Lafontaine 
and the heinl J oUiet, we may declare it unjust, tortious and illegal, and oondemn them 
in damages to the amount of two thousand livres, with all the C05tS ; 

Our order of the eighth November last, following the said petition, to the effect that 
she is admitted as an appellant, and permitted to summon the opposite parties to come 
before us on the then next Tuesday, at three o'clock in the afternoon; senice of the 
said petition and order, made at the request of the said appellant. on the said respon­
dents, by Clesse, a bailiff, on the ninth of the said month of N o\'omber, with summons 
to appear before us on the said day, Tuesday, the twelfth of the same month. 

Having seen the written answer of the said sieur Lafontaine,.in the capacities 
in which he acts, served on the said appellant, the eleventh of the said month, by 
which the said sieur Lafontaine prays that we may be pleased to declare the deposit 
made in the hands of the said sietir Fouca:llt n,ll1 und void, in cOll~cquence of not 
having been authorized, and dlC conservative seizure,~ made and commenced of the 
good~ and chattels of the said appellan!-, good and valid, for want of her having com­
plied with the said order for ~h8 rendering "f &n :l':C")UIlc of the sale in question, which 
she furnished afterwanLi, to condemn the said appellant to pay to the beir" Jolliet, as 
well as to the said. sieur Lafontaine, us donee of the sieur Lalande, the sum of five thou­
sand and ninety-six l-iv7"cS and sixteen sols, in money or receipts, in which sum she ac­
knowledges herself to stand indebted towards the said sieur L~ontaine, in the said ca­
pacities, giving, if we should (I_cmn it necessary, security for the half of tllO said sum 
accruing to him, in case his titles should not appcar to us sufficient j to grant him a 
certificate of his consent on behalf of the said sieur Lalande, and those for whom he 
is attorney, that the order to bo given in this matter should avail as a deed of conces­
sion to tho said widow Pommereau, of all tho islands she may l'c(luire wbich are oppo­
site her own, according to our order, to which moreover he offers to confornl hilw;dfj 
to dismiss the said appellant'S unfounded demand for damages, a,nd to condemn her in 
all the costs; 

The written replication of the said appellant, not served, bearing date the twelfth of 
the said month of November, by which she persists in the conclusions which she took 
in her petition of the eighth of the said month of November; 

Our order of the said day in the said month of November, by which we directed th"t 
this case should be taken in consideration before the intendant that day week, for 
which purpose the parties should be held to deliver to him the papers they intend to make 
use of, as well as the titles on which they found their claims, in order that having seen 
and eActmined these, we may pronounce between the parties a~ to justice may apper­

tain, reserving the question of costs. 
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Having S0Cll also tlH' power of attorney on ::;tamped pap'er dated the twenty-third 
of March one thousand seven hundred and forty, passed before Desloris, a notary, ill 
the parish of Castelnau in the see of Saint Severus, by Dame Louise de Grignon, 
\ Vi dow of the Sieur Pierre de Lalanne, baron of Castelnau, authorising the possession 
and enjoyment of the Mingan Islands belonging to the said Lady, the said power of 
attorney authenticated by the Sieur J can Marie Plantier, royal judge of Monfort, on 
the same twenty-third day of March one thousand seven hundred and forty, and served 
upon the said appellant tho said thirty-first day of October last; 

Together with the letter written by the said Lady de Castelnau, to the wife of the 
said Siem Lafontaine, the tenth of May 0110 thousand seven hundred and forty-one, 
the power of attorney in the spanish language containing a donation of the usufruct of 
the islands called l\Iingan, by the said Sienr Jacques Lalande do Gayon in favor of 
Dame Charlotto Bissot and the said Sieur Lafontaine, her husband, to be enjoyed by 
them ad imcrim, and until t:le said Sieur Lalande should otherwise dispose thereof 
by sale or donation, which he reserves to himself ths right of doing whenever he may 

think proper; 

Tho said donation being on stamped paper, dated the eighth of April one thousand 
~cven hundred and forty, passed before Pierre Lopes de Santiago, public notary and 
principal of the department of Serrol in Spain, and translated intI) french; this dona­
tion being also authenticated on the seventeenth of the said month of April, one 
thousand seven hUlldretl and forty, by Joseph Prado y Andras and Vano Antonio Le­
panto, public and royal notaries, residing in the Kingdom of Gallicia and Diocese of 
Mondonedo, in the jurisdiction of the city of Ventanjos ; 

The french copy of tho said donation served at the request of the said Sieur La­
fontaine, in his said capacities, upon the said appellant the thirty-first of October 
last; 

Our order made between the said parties the fourth of October last, served on the 
said appellant the fourteenth of the said month; 

A power of attorney, dated the eighth of October last, granted by the said Sieur 
Charles Jolliet, as well for himself as f)r the other heirL of the late Siem J olliet, hiB 
father, to the said Sieur Lafontaine, to receivs from the said appellant the sums in 
which she may be found in arrear for the moiety of the rent of the Mingan Islands 
accruing to the said heirs J oUiet . 

. Ha~ng seen the co~ep.t, dated the tenth of the said month of October, given by the 
sald S~eur~ Lagol'gen~ere and Volant, in the names of those for whom they act, to 
the s~d S:eur Lafonta~ne, by which they agTee that the said appellant should pay to 
the Bald Sleur Lafontame the half of the rent which the court has fixed this year for 
th~ righL wh:ch the Sie~ Lalande ha~ in the Mingan Islands, notwithstanding the 
sClzures maae by the S18m Lagorgendlere, as well on t:le said Widow as on the SieuT 
Estebe ; the aforesaid power of attorney and consent haviwr been served upon the said 
appellant the thirty-first of Octo her lact; 0 

And the statement of the produce of the post called Great Mecatina, belonging to 
Lho said appellant, from one thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine to one thousand 



285 

seven hundred and forty-three, signed by her and certified as correct the twenty-fifth 
of the said month of October last, by which it appears that there has accrued to the 
said heirs J oHiet and Lalande, for rent at the rate of three per cent during the said 
years, the sum of five thousand and ninety-six livres, sixteen sols and seventy-five seal 
skins, on account of which the said heirs have heretofore received the sum offourteen 
hundred and seventy-nine livres, eight sols and six demers, leaving a balance of three 
thousand six hundred and seventeen livres, seven sols and six deniers, due to them; 
the said statement served on the said appellant. 

And having taken all these things into consideration,-

We, pronouncing upon the respective pretensions of the parties, without minding the 
seizure in question, which we have declared null, and without regard to the deposit 
made by the said Widow Pommereau in the hands of the Sieur Foucault, have con­
demned the said Widow to pay to the said Sieur Lafontaine, in his said capacities, the 
sum of eighteen hundred and eight liVl'es, thirteen sols and nine denifTs, being the half 
of that of three thousand six hundred and seventeen li'U'l"cs, seven sols and six deniers, 
remaining as a balance of the five thousand and ninety-six liVl'es, sixteen sols, total 
tLmount of the rent in question for four years of the produce of the Post belonging to 
the said Widow Pommereau, and also to deliver to him thirty-seven seal skins and 
a half being the moiety of seventy-five skins remaining in kind, upon the said Sieur 
Lafontaine's giving good and sufficient security to return and restore to those who 
may be entitled to the same, the sums which he may have received by reason of the 
said donation, in the event of the said Sieur Lalande having disposed of the said 
Islands by sale or donation, as he reserved to himself the right to do : 

And we do moreover condemn the said Widow Pommereau to pay to the heirs 
J olliet, or to the holders of powers of attorney from them, a like sum of eighteen hun 
dred and eight li'vres, thirteen sols and nine deniers, and to deliver also to them thirty­
seven seal skins and a half, being in proportion to the share falling to them in the suc­
cession of the said late Siem Joliet; 

In consideration whereof, the said Sieurs Lalande and J olliet shall be held to grant 
a deed of concession to the said Widow Pommereau of the isles, islets and shoals 
opposite and alongside of her grant on the main land, in th~ terms of the fi~st claus~ of 
our order ofthe said fourth day of October last; and m default ofthelr so domg, 
these presents shall avail as such deed-Costs compensated. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the thirtieth day of February, one thousand seven hundred and 

forty-three. 
Signed. BEAUHARNOIS, and 

HOCq,UART. 

Countersigned and sealed. 
True copy, 

Signed. HOC QUART , 
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[Commiboiulls & grallt~ to &; 8ubsequent to the Conquest, folio :n1.] 

Cluuscs and conditions in the grants of lallds. Rights and rcserwtiolls, rontailtrd in 
the cOl/ccssions, in javor if thc King j and d"arges in the (;nmts '1" such con-

CL.\t:~ES .\~,V CONDITIONS IN TilE GllAN'!'S OF LANDS. 

10 To re,j(],·, (lc)liT feu ct 1ieu) \\ i ,Li;] one YC:ll", at t:1C ~J~thest, from t!w date "I' 
the ('(J!lcc~"iun, uwlcr pain of n :-ullioIl. 

'!O To cut ,ll}\Yll their timher along their neighbours c1e0.rances, as they shall re­
,!uire it awl to cultiyuk theirlan<ls. 

;Jo To all(lw all roads necessary £)1' the public, and to l1l:JJ.:c the line fences as it may 
be (Jl'(lcrc(L 

.1 0 To h:1\''' the lim's, mete~ and boundaries of the said concc:ssions drawn and 
place,l at their OIW11 costs; and to obtain lGttcr" patent from His Majesty within two 
yearN, 

RIGHTS AND REHERVATIO:';,-l 1:'1 FAVOR OF THE lUNG IN CONCESSIONS. 

1 U To pay <cadl year, Ull ~t. l\Llrtin'~ day, to the ll'cciver of the King's domain, or 
11) the person appointed by him, one sol of cens for each arrent in n-ont and 20 ~ots of 
rCitte for each twenty arpents in supcrficic~, and half a hU.ihd of wheat for each two 
arpents in front. The Raid CCilS bcaring Z()ds ct ~;Cllt;cs, ,1rflfui ct amendc, with all other 
royal and s('igniorial rights, (lchich are the ,"ights of ccCclWllgC, hzlLerihnGe, caulltt!' 
illhcr/tUIlCC cstaUi,slicd by the j{iil'}, 's edict of the 20th JJinrc?" 1673, which seigniors 
have no Ti:;ht to elljoy 11'il1101lt lweill; acquiTecl SItch n/;htfrom I-lis JJ![a:jesty) as the 
case may be according to the CUctll'I1 of thc lJ{evosti: and risC')ide of Paris. 

2° His Majesty rc"crVC8 tho right of t:1king from the said lands, all the timber he 
may require for the n-ame work awl construction of the forts and buildings he may 
hereafter put up, aud the property of the mines and minerals, if any should be found 
upon the said lands. 

3° To preserve all oak trees and others fit for the buililing of His Majesty's 
vessek 

CONDITION" IN THE GRA;';T8 UF CONCESSJf)N~. 

That thl'y should carry their grain to lie ground at the banal mill when one shall 
be built, under pain of the fOlfeiture of the grain, and of a fine. 



287 

[Commissions and grants, &c., to and subsequent to the Conquest. Folio 274.] 

Form if a grant or concession from a seignior to an inlwlJitant. 

Before---, the undersigned notary, residing at---, and the witnesses here­
inafter named, 

Was present A. B., original seignior of---, who has acknowledged and con­
fessed to have granted and conceded from henceforth and for ever, a titre de ccns et 
rentes foncieres et non rachetables, the said cens et Tcntes bearing lads et ~'entcs, difaut, 
saisine et amcl/de, when the case shall occur, from---, with promise of guarantee 
from all troubles and other hindrances whatever, into---, present and accepting 
hereof for him~elf, his heirs and assigns, to wit: 

A piece of land situate in the said seigniory, &c., as the whole now stands, without 
any exception or reserve, and of which the said purchaser declares he has a perfect 
knowledge, having seen and examined the same, and being content and satisfied there­
with; t;le said lot of land being within the censive of the said seigniory of---, and 
by these presents charged, in favor of the seignior of the said seigniory, with 4 livres, 
2 sols tournois and 2 bushels of good, merchantable wheat, with one day's work, when 
it may be required, or payment of 4.0 SfJZS, according to the choice of the said seignior, 
the whole of cens et Tcntcs foncieres, not redeemable, payable each year on St. l\Iartin's 
Day, 11th N ovcmber, the first payment of which rents, &c., will become due and shall 
be made in the year 1779, with all other seigniorial rights, when the case shall occur, 
according to the custom of the country. 

The said grant to be subject to the right of banalite, under penalty of a fine and of 
paying to the miller the toll (mou{;1(,Te) of the grain that may have been ,r;round else­
where:; the said seignior reserving- to himself the right of rclrait in preference to all 
relations, in case of sale, or other alienation equivalent to a sale, of the ,,,hole or of any 
part of the said land, by repaying to the purchaser the price of sale ,vith his lawful costs 

and charges. 

The said grantee shall not transfer, make over or otherwise alienate the whole or 
any part of the said land to any community or mortmain, ni rnettre cens sur cens. 

The said seig:tlior shall have the right to take from the said land all the timber that 
may be necessary for the mills, manor-houses, parsonages and other public works, also 
aU building stone, sand and other materials, without paying anything for the same to 
the said [!'l'antee his heirs or assi011s, who shall be bound to allow, and to make and "" ",-

keep in repair, all roads and bridges that may be useful and necessary, to cut down 
the wood alongside of their neighbours' clearings, make the line fences in common 
with them, and cultivate the said land, in such manner that the cens et 1-entes agreed 
upon may be easily collected each year; also to preserve the oak trees fit for the build­
ing of His Majesty'S vessels; and the said grantee shall not build any mill upon the 
said land without the express permission of the said seignior, who reserves to himself 

all mill stones that may be found upon the said land. 
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Tu all which the said grantee, both for himself and his heirs, agreed and becamo 
oblirred under hypothec of all his goods, and more particularly and by privilege, of the 
said"land, neither mortgage doing away with the other; 

And in default of the said grantee fulfilling the above conditions, the said ~ei~ior 
shall H'-C'llteo' into full possession of the said lalld, without being obliged to have re­
course to any kgal formalities, 111 which case these presents ~hall h:lve their full force 
aUlI effect in relation to the cens ct rentcs then accrued and become due. 

The said grantee shall fUl11ish a copy of tLe,'c presents to thC' snid ~ei(:jni()l 

Thus done, &c. 

[Commissions and grants, &c., to and subsequent to the Conquest. Folio 24.] 

EJplllll{{tim~ 1:( the means emplo?Jcd b?J the seiglliors if Canada, in the time if thc 
French Government, to l'c-unite to their domains the farms 0/ such of their tenants 
as 1Ir',::/ccIC(Z to cultiwte thcm, according 10 the conditiolls conialncd in their deeds 
if conccosilJJZ. 

Extract from a memorial on that subject, presented to lieutenant governor' Carlton by 
1\11'. Fran~ois Monnier, a member of the council and a judge of the court of 
common pleas, who had resided in that province during the time of the French 
Govenlment. 

When an inhabitant or Canadian peasant, who had obtained from a seignior a grant 
ofland in his seigniory, neglected to cultivate it, accordillg'to the conditions of his 
deed of concession, the seignior had a right to demand that it should be taken from 
him, and reunited to his own domain. Thia ,vas done under the authority of the in­
tendant, without cost to the seignior; the seignior prescnting a petition to the inten­
dant, stating the default on the part of the inhabitant to cultivate the land that had been 
conceded to him, and praying the intendant, for that reason, ,I) order the reunion of 
it to his domain. 

Upon this the intendant sent an order to the inhabitant to fulfil the conditions of his 
aced within a delay of six months, eight months, one year, or any other stated time 
that the intendant thought reasonable, under pain of secing hiB land reunited to the 
domain of the seignior. 

This order of the intendant had to be published during three consecutive sundays, at 
the parish church of the seigniory, at the issue of divine sernce, and the delay, given 
to the inhabitant to fulfil the conditions of his deed, was counted from the last of these 
three publications. If, at the expiration ot' the delay so granted to the inhabitant, by 
o~'der of the intendant, the curate of the parish and the captain of militia certified to 
lum that the land in question was still uncultivated, the intendant rendered a second 
decree by which he reunited the land to the domain of the seignior. 
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Thill cust~m .was looked upon as being very useful to the province in general, and 
,1so to the smgmors, inasmuch as it greatly tended to increase the cultivation and estab­
ishment of the whole country. 

[Reg. F, No.6. Ins. Sup. Coun. ii:om 1722 to 1731, Folio 129.] 

'J-rant to Charles, lVlaTquis of Beauharnois, and to Claude de Beaulw,r-nois de Beau­
mont, of 6 leagues in front by 6 leagues in depth, of the place called VilIech:\Uve 
(Beauhamois), adjoining the seigniory of Clw,teaugue. 

This 12th day of April 1729,:the King being at Versailles, His Majesty being pleased 
lVith the services which the Sieur Charles Marquis of Beauharnois, governor of, and his 
ieutenant-generalin New-France, renders him and with those which he has rendered 
1S captain of his vessels during the last wars; and wishing to favor his plan of fOl'ming, 
;ogether with the Sieur Claude de Beauharnois de Beaumont, his brother, also captain 
Jf a vessel, a large establishment which would be advantageous to those of his subjects 
who would be desirous of settling there, His Majesty has granted to him and to the said 
Sieur de Beaumont a concession of 6 leagues in front by 6 leagues in depth, running 
Ilorth-east and south-west, adjoining the seigniory of Chateaugue alon,~ the river St. 
Lawrence, with the adjacent islands; to be possessed jointly by the said Sieura 
Marquis de Beauharnois and de Beaumont, his brother, during their lifetime, and the 
whole of it by the survivor, and their children born in wedlock and their heirs for ever 
1S their own, with right of fiEf et scignettrie, h(~utc, 1lWycnne ct basse justice, and l'ight 
of hunting and fishing and other seiguiorial rights, without being bound to pay His 
Majesty, or his successors, any tax or indemnity, of which, to whatever sum it might 
amount, His .Majesty has made them a gift. 

The said concession of Villechauve granted upon condition that they shall render 
fealty and homage at the Castle of St. Louis in Quebec, according to the customary 
rights and duties, when the case shall occur, pursuant to the Custom of Paris ; that 
they shall preserve and make their tenants preserve the oak timber fit for the building 
of His Majesty's vessels; that they shall inform His Majesty, or the governors and in­
tendants of the country, ofthe mines and minerals, ifany should be found in the said 
concession; that the appeals from the judgments given by the judge established there, 
shall be to the royal court at Montreal; that they shall reside (tiendront feu et lieu) 
and make their tenants reside upon the said grant, in default of which it ,shall be re­
united to His Majesty's domain; to clear the land and have it cleared immediately; 
to leave the roads necessary for the public; to 1 mixe the beaches open to all fi~hermen, 
with the exception of those parts which maybe required for fishing purposes. 

And in case His Majesty should l'equire any part of the said land for the erection of 
forts, batteries, armories, magazines and other public WOI'ks, he shall take it, as well 
as the timber necessary for the said public works, and the fire-wood for the garrisons 

of the said forts, without giving any indemnity therefor. 
02 
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The whole in virtlle of the present ordinance, which i~ to. be r~gi~te:'ea in the .officl' 

f h . l'lof Quebec and for guarantee ofh16 wIll, HIS Majesty has tllgnCU ° t e supenor counc ., 

h t ,'th hl'S o,vn hand and I, bis counsellor and secretary of state and of 
t ese presen s n 1 . , • 

his commands and finances, hav8 counterslgned. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And lower down: 
PHEL YPEAUX. 

The grant above, and on the other side written, has been registered on the sixth of 

September 1729. 

(Signed) DAINE. 

ANNO TERTIO, GEORGI! IV 

CAP. CXIX. 

A" Act to TCg~tlatc the trade (1 the provinces if I/J'l1"CT and Upper Canada, andfClT 
other purposes relating to lhe said prO'l)inces. 

Lands hpld in fi"f 
and scigniory may, 
un petition of tho 
IJWl1ers to His ~Ia­
jesty, eVe, be chan;;· 
ed to the tenure of 
free tind common 
soccage. 

[5th August 1822] 

XXXI. And whereas doubts have been entertained whether the 
tenure oflands within the provinces of Upper am1 Lower Canada 
holden in fief and seigniory cn legally be c:'anged : And whereas 
it may materially tend to the improvement of such lands, and to the 
general advantage of the said provinces, that such tenures may 
henceforth be changed in manner hereinafter mentioned; 

Be it therefore further enacted and declared. that if any person or persons holding 
any lands in the said provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, or eitl1er of them, in 
fief and seigniory, and havillg legal prnoer aml authority to alienate the same, shall, at 
any time from and after the commencement of this act, sUlTender the same 'into the 
hands of His Majesty, his heirs or successors, and shall, by petition to His Majesty or 
to the governor, lieutenant governor, or person administering the government of the 
prcn'ince, in u'hich the lands so holden shall be situate, set forth that he, she ClT they, 
is ClT are desirous if holding the same in free and common soccage, such governor, lieu­
tenant governor, or person administering the government of such province as aforesaid, 
in pursuance of His Majesty's instructions transmitted through his principal secretary 
of State for colonial affairs, and by and with the advice and consent of the executive 
council of such province, shall cause a fresh grant to be made to such person or persons 
of such lands, to be holden in free and common soccage, in like manner as lands are 
now holden in free and common soccage in that part of Great-Britain called England; 
subject nevertheless to payment to His Majesty, by such grantee or grantees, of such 
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sum or sums of money, as and for a commutation for the fines and other dues which 
would have been payable to His Majesty uI)der the original temITe and to such con­
ditions as to His Majesty, or to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or person ad­
ministering the government as aforesaid, shall seem just and reasonable; Provided 
always, that on any such fresh grant being made as aforesaitl, no allotment or appro­
priation of lands for the support and maintenance of a protestant clergy shall be ne­
cessary ; but every such fresh grant shall be valid and effectual without any specijica­
tion of lands for the purpose aforesaid; any law or statute to the contrary thereof in 
anywise notwithstanding. 

His Ma.ie~ty may XXXII. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be 
commute WIth per- I C I r. H' 1\,r' h' h' d . h 
6(mS hoMing lanJs awIU lor IS HLaJesty, IS ell'S an successors, to commute WIt 
at cens et ,·entes. any perdon holding lands at cens et rentes in any censi-ve or fief of 
His Majesty within either of the said provinces, and such person may obtain a release 
from His Majesty of all feudal rights arising by reason of such tenure, and receive ;) 
grant from His :l\Iajesty, his heirs or successors, in free and common soccage, upon 
payment to His Majesty of such sum of money as His l\Iajesty, his heinl or successors, 
may deem to be just and reasonable; by reason of the release and grant aforesaid, 
and all such sums of money aA Ghall be paid upon any commutations made by virtue 
of this act, shall be applied towards the administration of justice, and the 9UpPOl1: of 
the civil government of the said province. 

ANNO SEXTO GEORG II IV REGIS. 

CAP. LIX. 

An Act to provide for the extinction of feudal and seigniorial rights n nd burthefIB 011 

lands held Ii tit.re de fief and Ii titre de eens, in the province of Lower Canada; 
and for the gradual conversion of these tenures into the tenure of free Ilnd common 
soccage; !lIld for other purposes relating to the said province. 

[22nd June 1825.] 

3, G. 4, C. 119. WHEREAS in and by un act passed in the third year ofRis 
Majesty's reign, intituled : An Act to regulate the trade of the 

prmJinces of Lowe?' and Upper Canada, and for other p~trposes nlntillg to the said 
provinces, certain provisions were made for a change. of the tenure of lands held at , 
cens et rentes in the censi-ve of His Majesty in the provInces of Lower and Upper Ca­
nada; and w'hereas the said provisions, in so far as the! relate to the change of ten~re 
oflands in fief and seigniory, cannot, in the said provInce of Lower Canada: re.cCl.ve 

t · h I lallds OJ' IJarts thereof, haH', under grants of the selgnlOnes execu IOn were suc 1 , . 

become the property of persons who hold the same a ~itrc de fief, in (I,n:;rcjicf or d 
titre de eens; and further provision in this behalf IS .necessary : Be It therefore, 
[fiacted by tl1C King's most Excollent Mnje,,(y, by and WIth the adnce and conseut of 
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the lonls spiritual and tellll'oral, and common", ill thi,; present parliament af!~em\'leJ, 
, and by tl~C' authority of the same, That whc:c Yt T any person or per-

P"rsons ,ho},h!lg ~Oll~ 1I',ldinrr ofRis Mvjeoty a~ proprietor or proprietors any fief or 
fi('f:~ or RC1~1I(\f'l('B ' 0 • • .. • • 

may, all npplicQ'inn s"ig'niory in the saJd prU\lllce ..t Lower Canada, and haVIng legally 
1<> Hi3 ;,L',i

t
c .':ty'f u;"1 the power of alienating the b~,m':, in which fief or seigniory lands 

on surrenl C1' 0 1.w 
uWTr,lllteJ,purtstIH'- have bC{)Tl gTanted and are held d titTe de fiif, in l.lTrieTC-jiEf or a 
reof, ?htum a1com- tiVe de C(,IlS shall by petition to tIl',' King-, through the !-,:,r;elllfJr, 
ID"!.lta.iwn ml( l'l'- ~, <...J 

j':I~O of feudalllll~'- lieutenant goycnwr, or person administoring the goVeTIlment of tho 
thens <1"" to H:s 'd' 1 i' ,··"t'OII of' and 1'"1,,''' f th 
ill '11 cal pronncE', app y "I' a c' ,mm,.L,' 1 '-' v''-'c rom 0 1 l1.lL'sty creon. 1.::- • • • • -. 

droit (le 'lUlIlt, the dl"t),~t de relitj, or other fculbl burthens duo to 

His ,'dajesty on such fief or sei';1Iiory, and shall surrender into the hands of His l\la­
je-:;ty, his lwirs or successors, all such p~U"tJ anJ parceLl or such fief or seigni0l}' as 
shall remain and be in hio po~"C'~"ion ullgranlnl; ,md shojI Iwt be held as aforesaid, a 
titre r1C'jiej~ in uTlidre-firf or d titre de ems, it shall ancll1lay be lawful for His Majesty, 
or for such governor, lieutenant governor, or person admini:3tering the governmeut as 
aj(,j"o ·,aiJ, in pursuanco of His l\LUesty's inotructions transmitted through one of hi" 
principal secret<1ries of state, by and with the advice of the cXcclltiv',c council of the 
said prO\"ince, to commute the droit de QII7:/lt, the droit de rdi'I, and aU others feudal 
righh and burt!'Cll:5 clue to His l\I,je ;ty upon or in rc'pect of such fief or sei~ni"ry, 
for ~ueh SUll! of money or consideration, anJ upon such terms and conditions, a3 to 
Hi, l\Iaje,ty, or to such goven~or, ]i(,Etcnant governor, or person admini,tcring the 
government as af<)re~aid, in pursuance of such instructions, aLa by and with such advice 
as aforesaid, shall appear mcct and c;~pedient; and thereupon to release the person 
or peroOI:s so applying, his, her, and their heirs and a.)~iglls, and aU and every the 
lands comprized in such fief or ,'cigniory, ii'Ull~ the t.:aid droit de quiut, dl'ull de 1'clicJ~ 

and all other feudal burthens due or to grow due thereupon to His :i'Ilqjesty, his heirs 
or successors, of whatsoeyer nature or kind, fur ever; and to cause a fresh grant to 

Such fief or 8ci­
grriory may Le re­
grantI'd to the pro­
prietor in free and 
COlllUlOll soccage. 

be made to the per"on or persons, so applying, of all such parts and 
parcels of such fief or sc:igniory as shall as aforesaid remain and be 
in his, her or their possession ungranted, aml which shall not be 
held c.. titl'e de fief, in cU"I'iJrc-jicf, as aforesaid, or a titre Ilc eens, to 
be thenceforward holden ill hee and common WCC,l:jC, in like man­

ner as lands are now holden in free and common soccage in that part of Great Britain 
called England, without its being necessary for the validity of such grant, that any 
~lotment or appropriation of lands for the snplJOrt celld maintenance of a protestant 
clergy should be therein made; any law or "',.ttute to tho contrary thereof notwith-
standing, 

F(,ll,'al and sei­
glli,)riul rj,~hts on 
tho grall' ~,C:')~LrLS of 
such sei:"'llLclry llot 
to U" ;-dj"'_'l":,:l ul,til 
a COIUIDlltation th.­
r('ur :illall L,: 011tuil-l-
cd dJ hl-r ___ ,1,.: d:cr 
pro\icled. 

II. Provided always, and be it further cnacted, That where such 
fresh grant as aforesaid shall be made, nothing in this act contained 
shall extend or be construed to extend, to take ,.wa: climinish, alter, 
or in any manner 01' way affect the feudal, seigniorial or other 
rights of the seignior or per..;on in whose favour such grant shall be 
made, upon and in respect of all and every the lands b..:ld of him ([, 
titre de ('ens, c·r a titre 11c fief, or in IU"rierc ii.f as aforesaid, making 
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purt of him, her or their fief or seigniory, on which a commutation of the druit de 
qnint, or droit de reliq, shall have been obtained as aforesaid, but that all and every 
such. feudal, seigniorial, and other rights shall continue anti remain in full force upon 
und III respect of such lands so held a titre de fiif, in arriere-jiifaa afores<lid, or (t titre 
de cens, and the proprietors and holders of the same, as if such commutation or grant 
had not been made, until a commutation, release, and extinguishment thereof ~hall 
have been obtained in the manner hereinafter mentioned. 

Persons hoMing III. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where any sei-
lanus in lief and ob-
taining a commuta- gnior or seigniors, or pel'w:1 or pe!:'sons holding lands a titre de fief 
tion as aforesaid_, in the said province of Lower Canada, shall by reason or means 
shall be bound to 
grant the like COlli- of a commutation with His Majesty, or of a surrender of his, her, or 
mutation to tlJ080 their fief or seigniory, or any IJart thereof, to His l\!aje,;ty, or by 
holding unc1er them, 
if required. reason or means of a commutc,tion with his or their immediate nI_ 

peri or lord or seignior, or otherwise howsoever, have obtained or 
shall or may hereafter obtain, for himself, hcr~clf, or themselves, his, her, or their 
heirs or assigns, from His Majesty, 01' from the g-uvcElor, lientenant governor, or person 
administering the government of the said province of Lower Canada, or fi'om his, her, 
or their immediate superior lord or seignior, Ll release from and extinguishment of 
the droit de quint, or dmit de ?"eliif, due and payable by him, her, or them, his, her, 
or their heirs and assigns, for ,)1' in respect ofbnds so held d titre de fief, such seignior 
or seigniors, person or persons aforesaid, his, her, and their heirs and assigns, shall be 
held and bound, when thereunto required by any of his, her, or their censitaires, or the 
persons who now hold or hereafter may hold the said landa, or any of them, or any part 
thel"Cof, il titTe de ji\f, in an-iere-jirj" as aforesaid, or d titre de cens, to consent to, 
grant and allow, to and in favour of s~lCh censitaires, or other person or persons as afore­
said, requiring the same, a commutation, release, and extinguishment, of and from the 
droit de quint and droit de 7"ctief, or droit de lods ct ventcs, as the case may be, and all 
other feudal and seigniorial rights and burthens to which such cClisitairp, or other person 
or persons, his or their heirs and assigns, and his anti their lands so held by him or 
them, may be subject or liable to such seignior or seigniors, person or persons afore-

. said, his, her, or their heiL's and a~.;igns, for a just and reasonable 
For s'lch pnce or . . d' . l' b' d f, hI' h indemnity as shall pnce, In emmty, or conSlt eratIOn, to e palOI' t e same, W llC 

be fixed by experts. price, indemnity, or consideration, in case the parties concerned 
therein shall differ respecting the same, shall be ascertained and fixed by experts to be 
in that behalf nominated and appointed, according to the due course of law in the 
said province of Lower Canada, regard being had to the value of the said lands so 
held il tit7-e de cens or il titre de jig, in arriircjie( as aforesaid. 

Sc·igniors or others 
refusing to grant 
such commntation 
may be impleaded 
in a court of La\',-, 
ami such COlllmuta­

tion may be award­
ell by such court to 
tho party recluiring 
tile samo, on pay­
lIlPut of the price or 
inllemnity. 

IV. And be it further enacted, that if any seignior or seigniors, 
person or p8rson~ ho1cling lands a titre defiifs, who shall so as afore­
said luve obtained a release of and fi'on the droit de 'ill/lit, or dr'od 
de Teliif, shall when thereunto required by any person or persons 
holding any of the said lands it titre defiif, in arrierefiif, or by any 
censitall'!' or censitaires holding any of the said lands (l titre de Cl'll~ 
as aforesaid, upon the payment or lawful tender of the price, indem­
nity, or consideration in that behalf hereinbefore provided, refuoe 
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.,r neglect tOJ CIlIlSl'nt aJl(l allow tu a.nd in fuv~r of such person or. p~r80ns hold~n~ such 
lands (l titre de fiif, ill arriere fir); as aforesatd, or o.f such .c(?mntalre ?r cC7/i~tmres, it 

c,(lmll1utation, release and extinguishment of the drot! de 'lumt and droit dt! rcbif, or of 
Huch rCIIsit(lirc or censit(7irrs, as the case may be, an instrument in writing, hefore two 
Ilotarie"" or a notary and t \\"t) witIlC'i,ses, containing such commuw;jon, release and ex­
tinguishment as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for such person or persons, 
hnl.liw .. such lands (t titrc de fiif, in arriere Jiif as aforesaid, or for such censit(/ire or 
r"lIsita'i,."", as tbe cas" may be, to implead tiuch seignior or seiguiors, person or persons 
as afi,resaid, in any of His Majesty's court of competent jurisdiction in the said pro­
vince of Lower Canada, for the purpose of compelling him or them to accept the 
price, in.lemnity or considerution herein hefore provided, to be ascertained and fixed 
as afiJJ'('sai,l, for the commutation, release, and extinguishment of the droit de 'lllillt, 

'lild dl'lJII de rdiif, or droit de cellS and droit de lods rt 'I'ellles, as the case may be, and of 
all other feudal and ocignimi<tl rights and burtheDf, required! ::md demu.nded by such 
rClIsitairc or rI'llsi(rlircs, or other person or persons as aforesaid, and to obtain the full 
and entiro henefit of such commutation, release and extinguishment, and upon the pay­
ment or lawful t()!l(ler and deposit nf the price, indemnity, or consideIation payable 
by such person or persons as aforesaid, or such ccnsitaire or cellsitalres, in the hands of' 
the prothonotary or clerk of the said court, for the n,,,,) of the said seiguior or seigniors, 
person or persons so impleaded as aforesaid in such court, it shall and may be lawful 
for the sl'.id court, and the said court is hereby required, by their judgment in that be­
half, to award and adjudge to such p0rson or persons as aforesaid, or to Buch cellsilr/ire 

or c(/lsi/aires, the benefit of such commutation, release or extinguishment, for und in 
respect of the lands for which such payment or tender and deposit shall have been 
made, as fully and effectually, to all intents amI purposes whatsoever, as if such com­
mutation, release aud extinguishment had been voluntarily consented to be granted 
and allowed by the said seiguior or seigniors, person or persons so impleaded as afore­
said. 

Sllch commntation V. And be it further enacted, that in all cases where such com-
having l;<'l'll volun-
tarily agreed upon mutation, release and extinguishment as aforesaid, shall have been 
or fiwal'tle.l by a vuluntarily ao!ITeed upon by and between any sei011ior or seiguiors, 
court oflaw, all fcn- 0-' 

dul rights ailLt blll'- person or persons h01ding lands it titre de jiif, who shall have ob-
thens ,hall cease t' d I f h d ame a re ease 0 t e roit de (11/ int, or droit de relic", as aforesaid, 
Urnl] the lan(h for ~;}' 
wbich thn Balle and his or their ce71sitaire or censitaircs, or other person or persons 
shall be grantc.1. as aforesaid, in and by any written agreement OT instrument in writ­
ing, executed before two notaries, or a notary and two witnesses, and also in all cases 
where such commutation, release and extinguishment shall have been declared award­
ed, and adjudgl'~ b! any court of competent jurisdiction, by their judgment in that 
behalf as afore~31d, 111 favour of any person or persons as aforesaid, all and every droit de 
qWllt, and Orote de 1'e1u1, drOlt de cens and droit de lods ct ventes, and mutation fines of 
eve? description, droit de Tetrait, casueZ, and conrentionel, :droit de banalitc, droit de 
c!Jl'vec and every feudal and t 't 'I . 1 d b I ' ern ona ng 1t an urt len whatsoever, upon or in res-
l'ect of the land" for which su 1 t', 1 d" , C 1 COllllllU auon, Ie ease an extll1O'Ulshment shall han, 
bl'el~ agreed upon, declared, awarded or adjud<:;cd as aforesaid, sl~all from und after the 
makm!{ of such agreement (,r :instrument in writing, or the rendering of such judg-
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ment as ~foresaid, be absolutely and for ever taken away, extingui.shedand dhcharged, 
as well m respect of such censitairc and censitaires, or other person or persons as 
aforesaid, his, her, and their heirs and assigns, as in respect of the said lands; and the 
and thedtenfure be tenure of the said lands shall thenceforth be converted into free 
conv<>rte to rce and 
common soccage. and common soccage, and the said lands be held and be taken 

and considered to be held in free and common soccage, in like man­
ner as lands are holden in free and common soccage in that part of Great Britain called 
England, any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwith8tanding. 

Nothing herein con- VI. Provided always, and be it further enacted, that nothinoO" here-
tained to extend to • . 
diB6harge arrears. m contamed shall extend or be construed to extenJ to discharge 

any arrears of cens et rentes or any lads et ventes, or dues that may 
have accrued before such commutation as aforesaid shall have been required by any 
censitaire or censitaires, or in anywise to destroy, alter, or affect the recourse which 
the seignior or seignors to whom such arrears, lads et ventes, or rights, shall be due, 
might lawfully have had or taken for the recovery of the same, if such commutation 
had not been made. 

VII. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, that in all 
cases where such application for a commutation, release and extin­
guishment of feudal or seigniorial rights, dues or burthens shall be 

Persons applying for 
such comlnutation 
to give public notice 
to mortgagees Ilnd 
others having claims 
on such lands. made in respect of lands held either immediately of the crown, or 
as an arriere jirj; as aforesaid, public notice thereof shall be given by the person so ap­
plying, for the space of three calendar months, in the Quebec Gazette, published by 
authority, and in two other newspapers published respectively in the cities of Quebec 
and Montreal, thereby calling on all persons who may have or claim to have any pre­
sent or contingent right, intercot, security, charge or incumbrance, either by mortgage 
(hypotheque) general or special, express or implied, or under any other title, or by any 
other means whatsoever, in or upon the lands in respect to which such commutation. 
release and extinguishment of feudal and seigniorial rights, dues, or burthens, shall be 
so applied for, to signify in writing, within three calendar months from the date of 
such notification, their assent to or dissent from the sUlTender, regrant and change of 
tenure of such lands and the commutation, release and ex.tinguishment of the feudal 
and seigniorial dues' and burthens so applied for; which consent or dissent in 
writing shall, in case of an application made by petition to His Majesty, as hereinbefore 
mentioned, be lodged within the said last mentioned period of three calendar months 
(and access shall be by all persons freely had thereto) in the office of the executive 
council of the said province, and in the case where such commutation, release and extin­
guishment of feudal and seigniorial dues, rights and burthens shall be required of a 
seignior, for and in respect of lands holden a titre de jief, in arriere jief, such consent 
or dissent in writing shall be lodged within the said time (and access shall be by all 
persons freely had thereto) in the office of the protho~ot~ry or clerk of the superior 
court of original juriSdiction, holding ci viI pleas in the dlstnct where such lands shall 
be situate; and provided further, that no ~uch surrender, re-.gr~nt,. change ~f tenure. 
or commutation, release and extinguishment of feudal and selgmonal dues:, nghts and 
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Lurthell.-:, tihall he good, yali<l or effc:tual to ullY purposo ,,-hut~oever, unleas such.no­
tificatiull "hall have Lef'll prni()u.-ly made, and t~lC consent of ~1l such pcrso~ haVIng, 
hol,ling, or claimin~ nlly right or illtcn?,t, SOCUl'lty: charg"" Ill' Im~umLranc~ 11l or UpOl! 

the soid laml.', shall huH' bocH sig-nili.;,l and LhpoSltod as aforescllJ, or untIl the person 
applying for such cnmmutati"ll, release or. e~ti:lgui~l,m~nt of :eud~l or ;,cic;~iorial du(:~, 
ricrhts, or burthens, shall show, to the saluhwtlOn of HIS l'tfaJestY'1l exccutlYf) council, 
o~~of his immediatl' ~I'l'cri,'r 10Tel or ~cignior, ~3 the co.~(' may be, that no such claim 
hath boen mack or signifiea, or that having heen made, it hath Loen sati.,ueil or dis­
charged, (lr beon declareJ by a jutlgment pC a comlJ('tc,nt cou:ct of hnv to be unfounded. 

LOll·1s hololcn in f"l'O VIII. Awl y;11Orea8 doubts have arisen, wl'otlJCr lands granted 
and c"mIllon soc- in the said Pnlyince of Lower-Canada by His Majesty, or by any 
C;}~(' ill 1..owI'1·, .Ca-
na.!" to be ",'''yet of His Royal Predece.,:;;.)r.--, to be holden in froe and common soc-
tn the ],.\\·s of Ell- £ . I 1 I 
gland. ran'(' shall be held by the owners thereo , or WI] su l·':C'(luent y pass 

to '~tiler persons according to the I1l1cs of descent and alienation in 
fnrrc in England, or aeeordin,':: to i'llch rule., as whe~'o established by the ancient laws 
of the said province, f'Jl' the descent and ::.tlicn;].Lion of land situate therein; be it there­
fore decbred amI cnactc·a, tllat all1'""ls \~'ithin the province of Lower-Canada, which 
han' heretofore been S'Tant.>,l by IIi3 j\Iajcoty, or by allY of His Royal Pr8decessors, 
to any j1l'rwn or persons, their heirs and a.,,:ig'n::, to be holden in freo and common soc­
cage, or which shall or may hereafter be so granted by His Majesty, his heirs and suc­
cesson, to any person or pen:ons, their heirs and a~',:igns, to bo holden in free and com­
mon soccClge, may and ~halllJ(', by 31:eh grantees, their heirs and assigns, held, granted, 
bargained, sold, aliened, COllYCY( d amI di':posed of, and may and shall pass by (;:Jscent, 
in such manner and form, amI upon and under such rules and restrictions, as are by the 
law of England established ~mc1 in force ill reforence to the grant, bargain, sale, alie­
nation, conveyance, cli.;p":,,,l, {b,,~ent of lamb holden by tho like tenure therein si­
tuate, or to the dower or other ri~hts of married we.luen in such lands, and not other­
wise, any law, cnstom, or u'age to the coritrary in aJlywi' ~ notwithstanding: Provided. 
nevertheless, that nothing h('l'ein CC'l1t:linc,l shall extend to prevent His Majesty, ,vith 
the a(iYice and consent of the Legi~lative Council and Assembly of the Province of 
Lower-Canada, from making and enacting such laws or statutes as may be necessary 
for tho better adapting the b('[')rc mentioned rules of the law of England, or any of 
them, to the local circumstances and condition of the saill Province of Lower-Canada, 
and the inhabitants thereof. 

Certain purts of IX. And w11"reas ,I db' f' d' the Cua,! of Lubra- v unuer an y VIrtue 0 a certam act passe III 

dol' and adjacent the forty-ninth year of the reign of His late Majesty King George 
islantl.<, realillCXCol I TI' d . t 18 lll', mtituled: " An act for establishincr court3 ofJ'udicature tn Lower Cnll,,"la. . 0 . 

49, ,Go'J, 3, c. ~7. "m the Lland ofN ewfoundland, and in tho islands adjacent, and for 
5, Geo. 4, c. 67. ". . f L b d ] h' d' h'd re-annexmg part 0 a ra or, am t e L,lan s lymg on t e Sal 

" Coa~t, to the ~overmnent of X c\vfounland," and of the act passed in the fifth year of 
the rel.gn of HIS present Majesty, intituled: "An act for the better administration of 
". justice in ;{ ewfoundland, and for other purpo:3es," the Coast of Labrador, from the 
nver St. John to Hudson's Straight~, alld the Island of Anticosti and all the islands 
adjacent to the said Coast, except the Islands of Madelaine, are annexed to and form 
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pe.rt of the government of Newfoundland; and it is expedient that certain parts of the 
said Coast of Labrador should be re-annexed to and form part of the province of 
Lower Canada, be it therefore enacted, That so much of the said coast as lies to the 
westward of a line to be drawn due north and south from the bay or harbour of Anse­
Sablon inclusive, as far as the 52nd degree of north latitude, with the Island of Anti­
costi and other islands adjacent to such part, as last aforesaid, of the Coast of Labra­
dor, shall be and the same are hereby re-annexed to and made a part of the said pro­
vince of Lower Canada, and shall henceforward be subject to the laws of the said pro­
vince, and to none other; and so much of the said recited acts passed in the forty-ninth 
year of the reign of His Majesty King George the Third, and in the fifth year of the 
reign of His present Majesty, as relates to such part of the Coast of Labrador, as last 
aforesaid, amd the said Island of Anticosti and other adjacent islands, shall be and the 
same is hereby repealed. 

Court of Escheats X. And whereas it is necessary to enable His Majesty more ea-
may be conHtitnted 
in tho 8aid provinco sily to resume from time to time such uncultivated lands within the 
to try forfeituros of said province, heM in free and common socca",o-e, as now are or here­
unonltivated lalJds 
liable to cocheat to after may be liable to escheat and become forfeited to His Majesty 
the Crown. by escheat, by reason of the non performance of the conditions of 
settlement and cultivation, or other conditiom mentioned and contained in the lettert> 
patent or grants thereof heretofore made by His Majesty, either in virtue of this act or 
otherwise; be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the governor, lieutenant 
governor 0r person administering the government of the said pro;~incc, with the advice 
of the executive council thereof, to constitute and appoint, by a commi&lion under the 
great seal of the said province, one or more person or persons to be a commissioner or 
commissioners of escheats and forfeitures ofland within the said pro lincE', which said 
commissioner and commissioners is and are hereby auth01'ized and empowered from 
time to time, on information being made and filed before him or them by the attorney 
general or solicitor general of the said province, or other per~on appointed for that 
purpose on behalf of His Majesty, his heirs or successors, concerning the performance 
or non-performance of the conditions of any grants or letters patent by which any Buch 
land as aforesaid shall at any time have been held, to enquire, on the part and behalf 
of His Majesty, by the oaths of twelve good and lawful men, to be duly snmmoned for 
that purpose by the sheriff, upon a precept to be issued and directed to him from the 
office of the secretary of the province, whether the lands mentioned in the said inform­
ation, are or shall be liable to escheat, and be fOlfeited to His Majesty, by reason of 

C h 
the non-perfornlance of any of the conditions of the respective grants 

ourt, ow to pro-
coed. or letters patents thereof; and the said commissioner or commis-
sioners shall proceed in the cognizance of the matters aforesaid as nearly as circum­
stances will admit, according to the rules, course and practice of the law of England, 
in the like cases, and shall have power and authority to summon witnesses to attend 
and give evidence before the said inquest; and the testimony on oath of one or more 
competent witness or witnesses, either before the said inquest, or ~aken in ~ting 
before a person or persons tobe appointed for that purpo~e ~y the saul commISSIoner 
or commissioners, and returned and exhibited before the smd mquest, shall be good and 
sufficient evidence of the matters alleged in tluch information; and the said commis-

p2 
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Inquest to be ft'- sioner or commissioners shall duly return the inquisition which ho 
turned. or they shall, from time to time, take by virtue of this act, under 
his or their seals, and the seals of those by whose oaths he or they shall have taken the 
same, into the office of the secretary of the province within thilty days after the taking 
thereof, and also within the same time return a transcript thereof, and of the whole 
proceedings relatiug to the sa~e, i~to the supreme cour~ of origina: j~sdicti0.n hold­
ing civil pleas in the district III wInch the lands and preml:es compnsed m the mform­
ation shall be situate, and thereupon such lands anJ prennses, as are thereby found to 
be forfeited to His Majesty for non-performance of any of the conditions on which the 
same ~hall have been granted, shall be and they are hereby declared to be re-vested in 
Hi~ Majc:sty, his heirs anJ succes~nrs, any former grant or letters patent thereof not-

~;() new grants of \;ithstanding: provided always, that no new grant of such lands 
cscheated )unU8 to shall be made for the space of one year from the date of such inqui-
b" wade for Oil" • • • 
year. sition, except to the person or persons holding or clmmmg the same 
~mder the former letters patent thereof, or by a lawful title derived under the same. 

Notice to be givcn. XI. Am! be it further enacted, that the clerk of the said court of 
eHcheats auJ fOlfeiture8, to be appointed in like mannel- as the saiJ commissioner or 
commi'3ioners, shall, within fourteen days after the filing of such information, insert 
in the Quebec Ga::cttc, published by authority, a notice signed by him, and shall as 
soon thereafter as may be, cause the same to be posted upon a public place as near to 
the lands mentioned in the said information as circumstances will admit, thereby notify­
ing all persons interested in such lands, that such information has been filed for the 
purposes aforesaiJ, and of the time and place of holding an inquest of office before the 
said commissionor or commissioners, concerning the matters therein alleged, which 
time shall not exceed four or be less than two calendar months from the publishing of 
such notice; and such notice being so published, and proof thereof made to the satis­
faction of the said commissioner or commissioners, shall be instead of all other notice, 
process, writ, summons, or other proceeding whatever, for the notification and appear­
ance of the person or persons interested in such lands, and shall conclude an such 
persons for ever: provided, that it shall be lawful for all persons interested in or en­
titled to such lands 2.8 are comprised in any office or inquisition so made and re-

Parties interested turned as aforesaid, to traverse the same in the court into which it 
may traverse ill- shall have been returned, within three calendar months from the 
quests. date thereof; and the notice hereinbefore required, and the inqui­
sition so to be taken in pursuance thereof, shall be deemed sufficient and conclusive 
notice to the traverser, and all others concerned in such traverse; and such court shall 
thereupon hear, try and determine the said traverse, as nearly as circumstances will 
admit, according to the rules, course and practice of the law of England in the like 
cases, and the judgment of the said court thereon shall be final. 

Certaiu parts of 
the clero:y rcserves 
in the s:~i;l proyince 
may be surrendered, 
exchanged, and re­
granted for certain 
public nSl-" and 0-

thl·r .rllrpo~i:1"l. 

XII. And wheIeas divers persons within the said province of 
Lower Canada, hold or claim by occupancy, lawful prescription, or 
transfer, or by doubtful titles, divers of the lands which, in pur_ 
su~nce of t~e a~t of parliament made in the thirty-first year of the 
relgn of. HIs sUld late Majesty King George the Third, have been 
approprIated within the said province of Lower Canada, for the 
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maintenance of a protestant clergy: And whereas divers parts of the land SQ appro­
priated as aforesaid for the support (If a protestant clergy, are from time to time 
required as the site of public buildings and other works carried on at the public ex­
pence within the said province: And whereas divers parts of such appropriated lands 
so aforesaid, which have not been brought into cultivation by or for the benefit of the 
protestant clergy within the said province, are sometimes required to enable His Ma­
jesty to complete the settlement of other waste lands in the immediate vicinity thereof, 
but by reason of the said lands being so appropriated as aforesaid, it is impossible, ex­
cept by the consent of parliament, to quiet the possession of such persons so claiming 
the same by such titles as aforesaid, or to obtain a surrender and conveyance, or to 
effect an exchange of such parts thereof, as may be 80 required as aforesaid for the 
public service, or for the completion of any such settlements as aforesaid; be it there­
fore enacted, that whenever and so often as it shall appear to the governor, lieutenant 
governor, or other person administering the government of the said province, th at the 
surrender and cession of any part of the lands so appropriated as aforesaid for the be­
nefit of a protestant clergy in the said province, is necessary for quieting the titles of 
any of His Majesty's subjects to lands held or claimed by them by occupancy, lawful 
prescription, transfer, or by doubtful titles, as aforesaid, or is necessary or would be 
convenient for the carrying on of any public buildings or works, or for the more effec­
tual settlement of any district or tract of land within t1le said province, or otherwise, 
for His Majesty's service or for the benefit of the said province, or of His Majesty's 
subjects therein resident, then, and in any or either of the cases aforesaid, it shall and 
may be lawful for the bishop of Quebec, for the time being, on behalf of the said pIO 
test ant clergy, in compliance with any requisition in writing to him for the purpose 
made by such governor, lieutenant governor, or other person administering the gover­
ment of the said province, and he is hereby required, by a deed under his hand and 
seal, duly attested by two or more credible witnesses, to surrender, yield up, and 
convey to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, the lands comprized and described in 
any such requisition as aforesaid, in exchange for other lands situate in the said pro 
vince, of equal extent and value, to be by His Majesty appropriated and set apart for 

'the support and maintenance of a protestant clergy therein; and which deed, so ex­
ecuted by the said bishop of Quebec for the time being, shall be valid and effectual 
in law, to vest in His Majesty, his heirs and successors, all the land therein included 
and comprized; and such lands shall and may, by His Majesty, his heirs and succes) 
sors, be re-granted and re-conveyed to any other person or persons, for quieting their 
possession and titles, or otherwise, as may from time to time be expedient or neces 
sary, without any fmther appropriation of land being thereupon made for the benefit 
of a protestant clergy. 



300 

PROCLAMA TION. 

I'ALHODSIE, GOVERNOR. 

GEORGE TIle FOURTlI, hy the Grace of God, of the United-Kingdom of Grf':ll-Bl'itain 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith. 

To all our loving subject:! whom the2C presents may concern, greeting. 

Whereas by :lll act of the parliament of our United Kingdom of Great-Britain and 
l[' .. land, pass~d in the sixth year of our reign, intituled: "An act to p.rovide for the 
extinction offcmlal and seigniorial rights and hurthens on lands held Ii tztre de fief and 
Ii litre dc celIS in t!J.:' proyince of Lower Canada, and for the gradual conversion of 
those tenures into the tenure of free and common soccage, and for other purposes re­
lating to the said province," it is amongst other thinc:g enacted: 

" That when eyer any person or persons holdin2; of us, as proprietor or proprietors, 
any fief or seigniory in the said proyince of LU\7er Canada, and having legally the 
power of alienating th'l same, in which fief or seigniory lands haye been granted and 
are held a titre de fief, in Clniere-jiej or it titrc de cens, shall by petition to us through 
the governor, lieutenant-governor or person administering the government of our said 
province, apply fOT ;1 commutation of and release fTom the droit de quint, the droit de 
relief or other feudal burthens due to us on such fief or seigniory, and shall surrender 
into the hands of us, our heirs or successors, all such parts and. parcels of such fief or 
seigniory a~ shall remain and be in his possession ungranted, and shall not be held, as 
aforesaid, it tire de fief, in w';'ihcjiej cr a titre de cens, it shall and may be lawful for 
us, or fOT such governor, lieutenant governor or person administering the government 
as aforesaid, in pmmance of om instructions h'aesmitted through one of our principal 
secretaries of sLate, oy :md with the &dvice of the executive council of the said pro­
vince, to commute the,d;'oit de '1uint, the droit de relief and all other feudal rights and 
burtheus due to us upon or in r~sp9Ct of su~h fief or seigniol'Y, for such sum of money 
or consideration, and upon sach tenus and conditions as to us, or to such governor, 
lieutenant gr.vernor 01' person administering the .j0VCl,lillCl1t as aforesaid, in pursuance 
of such instructions, :md by and with such advice as aforesaid, shall appear meet and 
expedient, and thereupon to release the person 01' persons so applying, his, her or 
their heirs and assigns, and all and every tl18 lands comprized in such fief or seigniory, 
from the said droit de quint, droit de reliif and all other feudal burtheus due or to 
grow due thereupon to us, our heirs or successors, of whatsoever nature or kind for 
eyer; and to cause a fresh grant to be made to the person or persons so applying of all 
such parts and parcels of such fief or seigniory, as shall as aforesaid remain and be in 
hi~, her or their possession ungranted, and which shall not be held Ii tilie de fief, in 
arrierc-jicf, as aforesaid, or it titre de cenS, to be thence forward holden in free and 
common soccage, in like manner as lands are now holden in free and common soccage 
i~ that part of Great Britain called England, without its being necessary for the vali­
dity of such grant, that any allotment or appropriation of lands for the support and 
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maintenance of a protestant clergy, should be therein made, any law or statute to the 
contrary thereof notwithstanding." 

And whereas in pursuance of the said act heretofore in part recited, and in execution 
of the powers thereby in us "Vested, we have transmitted through the right honorable 
the Earl Bathurst, one of our principal (secretaries of state, having the department of 
the colonies, to the right honorable the Earl of Dalhousie, our captain general and 
governor in chiefin and over our said province of Lower Canada, our royal instructions 
for and concerning the commutation of the droit de quint, droit de reliif and all other 
feudal burthens due to us, whereof the commutation in and by the said act is provided 
for, and concerning the sum of money or consideration, terms and conditions on 
w~ich such commutation is to be granted and allowed according to the provisions of the 
saId act; 

Know ye, therefore, that, for the purpose of making known our said royal instruc­
tions in this behalf, and in ordeI that persons inti tIed to and desirous of the benefit of 
the commutation provided for in and by the said act, in what respects lands held of us 
Ii titre de fief, may avail themselves of such benefit, we have thought fit, with the ad­
vice of our executive council of our said province, to issue this, our royal proclamation, 
hereby to publish and declare to our loving subjects wllOm the same may concern, that 
whenever any person or persons holding of us, as proprietor or proprietors, any fief or 
seigniory in the said province, and having legally the power of alienating the same, in 
which fief or seigniory lands have been granted and are held J li/l"c de fief, arriere­
fief or Ii titTe de cens, shall apply for the commutation in and by the said act provided 
for, in the manner therein mentioned, and shall actually have paid into the hands of 
our receiver general of our said province, a sum of money equal to one-twentieth part 
of the value of such fief or seigniory; then and in every such case, our governor, lieu­
tenant governor or other j:,crson administering the government of our said province, 
shall and will, with the advice of our said executive council in pursuance of our saiJ 
royal instructionc, pl'oceeJ to commute all :md every the droit de quint, droit de reliif, 
and other feudal rights aHd burthens, which thenceforward, if such commutation were 
not made and granted, would accrue and become due to us upon and in respect of 
such fief and seigniory, and release for the future such person or persons, his, her or 
their assigns, anti all and every the lands comprised in such fief or seigniory from the 
several burthens aforesaid, and to cause to be made to such person or persons a fresh 
grant in the manner in and by the said act hereinbefore recited prescribed; 

And in case such person or persons as aforesaid should not agree with the governor, 
lieutenant governor or person administering the government of our said province, act­
ing by and with such advice as aforesaid, as to the value of any such fief or seigniory, 
and the amount of the sum to be paid in consideration of such commutation, should not 
be determined by and between them, then and in every such case, in pursuance of our 
said royal instructions, we do will and require that our said governor, lieutenant go­
vernor or person administering the government of our said province, by and with such 
advice as aforesaid, do concur in the nomination and appointment of experts for ascer­
taining the value of such fief or seigniory, according to the course of law in our said 
province. 
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Provided always, and we do hereby declare that such commutation, so to be madt:l 
and rrranted as afi)resaid shall not ha\'e the effect of extinguishing or affecting the re-0, , 

"""cry of any droit de quint, droit de l'eli~f, or other feudal rights and bUl1hens, or any 
arrears thereof, previou,;]y accrued and become due to us upon and in respect of the 
tief or seigniory for which such mutation shall have hecn granted; but that all such 
droit de quint, droit de Teliif and other feudal rights and burthens and the arrears 
thereof so a{,(,rlwcl and become dpe to us before the making and granting of such com­
mutation, ~hall be recoverable by the same remedies, and in the same manner and 
form as if such commutation had not been made or granted; 

AmI we do herehy expres~ly rcsel'Ye to us, our heirs and successors, the power of 
revoking and altering from time to time, as occasion may require, the terms and con­
ditions on which commutations are to be granted as aj'Jresaid, 

In testimony whereof, we have camed these our letters to be made patent, and the 
great seal of our said province of Canada hereunto affixed. 

'Vitness our Imoty and well beloved GEORGE EAl;L OF DALHOUSIE, Knight Grand 
Cross of the mu,t honorable Military Order of the Bath, our captain general and go­
vernor in chief ill and over our said pruvince of Lower Canada, vice-admiral of the 
same, &e., &c., &c, 

At our Castle of Saint Lewis, in our city of QuebcC', in our said province, the four­
teenth day of April, in the year of our LOl·d one thousand eight hundred and twenty­
six, and in the seventh of our reis'll. 

L()ns l\!oNTIZAi\IIJERT, 

Actg, Provo Secrety, 

ANNO OCTAVO VICTORIM REGIN~E. 

CAP. XLII. 

D. 
D. 

An Qct th~ J.dtl'r to facilitate optional commutation of the tenure oflands en roture, m 
the ,s~i~'llit)rie, and fief~ i'l Lower Canada, into that ofJranc-alcu mturier. 

[29th March 1845.] 

rreamble. WHE,REAS it is expedient to facilitate, when the parties find it to 

, their mutuQl advantage, and optionally agree upon the terms, comrnu-
tahon of ~he tenure oflands held en rotuTe in the several fiefs and sei<miories in Lower 
Can,ada, lUto, that offranc-olen roturieT, and the ~xtinguishment ~all feudal dues, 
chm ges and lUcumbra e th 11 • , nc s ereupon, as we 1I1 those fiefs and seigniories whereof the 
respectlye sei!!1liors or . ' "t 
, ,.. ,0, plOpne ors may not already have commuted with the crown 
HI r~"l'ect of Its nghts ad' t h" d' n m crC{lts t erem, mclu Illg also fiefS and seigniories in mort 
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main, as in those with respect to which a commutation by tlw seignioFs or proprietors 
thereof with the crown has been or shall be effected : Be it therefore enacted by the 
Qu·een's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the legislative 
council and of the legislative assembly of the province of Canada, constituted and 
assembled by virtne of and under the authority of an act passed in the parliament of 
the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, An Act to reunite the 
provinces if Lower and Upper Canada, and for the government if Canctda, and it is 

hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that whenever any 
When the censi,. 

laire and 8ciguior censitaire or owner of land held en Totw-e in any fief or. sei-
shall have agr~ecl on gniory in that part of this province known as Lower Canada, fiefs 
trll' terms of CfJIUmU-

tatioll before llota- and seigniories in mortmain also included, shall be desirous to com-
nes_ mute the tenure thereof into the tCliure en fTCtIlc-aleu roturicr, and 
for this Pllrpose shall have made and concluded an agreement, in writing before no­
taries, with the seignior or proprietor of the fief or seigniory wherein the land is situate, 
his agent, attorney, or other lawful representative, as to the value or indemnity to be 

The commutation 
shall free the land 
fi-om all spiguiorial 
bUl-theua whatever_ 

given or paid to such seignior or proprietor, for the release of the 
land in question from all such feudal or seigniorial dues, charges and 
incumbrances affccting the same, and its commutation from the 
tenure en roture into the tenure en franc-aleu roturier, and such 

agreement in writing shall have been duly enregistered in the registry office of the 
county wherein the land is situate, the commutation of the tenure of such land or lands 
en mture into the tenure en franc-aleu mturier, shall, to all intents and purposes, be 

. held and taken to be perfect and accomplished, and the tenure of the said land or 
lands forever thereafter deemed and considered to],e en franc-aleu roturiCT, and as 
such shall accordingly be disincumbered and free of all feudal and seigniorial dues, 
charges, liabilities and incumbrances of any and every kind and description whatsoever 
for ever thereafter, as are the lands holden in free and common soccage in the town­
ships in Lower Canada. 

Manner in :which II. And be it enacted, That the commutation money or indemnity 
the commutatl?U mo- agreed upon may, if it be the option and pleasure of the parties, 
ney may remam se-
cured on the 1'ro- remain secured, it titre de constitution de rente, it rente fonciere, or 
Perty tho tenure ' d' h' I - b I ' wher~of shall be otherWIse, accor mg to t e StIpu atlOn etween t 18 parties, upon 
commuted_ the land or real property, the tenure whereof shall have been so as 

aforesaid commuted, with the same privilege, ex causa, and as bail­
leur de fonds, and preference thereupon, over all other hypothecary claims affecting 
the same, as such seignior or proprietor would by law be entitled to for the recovery 
of any seigniorial dues upon or arising out of such land previous to commutation of the 

tenure thereof 

The seignior who 
commutes with reS­
pect to any lands in 
his fief or seigniory, 
shall give into the 
receiver general a 
copy of the acte, and 
pay 5 per cent, com­
mutation money-

III. And be it enacted, That each and every seignior or proprie­
tor of any fief or seigniory in this province, who, pursuant hereto, 
shall have commuted with respect to any land or lands in his fief or 
seigniory, shall be held to give in to the receiver general of the 
province, in the course of the first ten days of January, next after 
the commutation, an authentic copy of the notarial agreement or 
acte of each and every such CO)lImutatiol1 that he shall during the 
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preceding year have agreed to, accompanieJ by an attestation on ~ath (which ~ath 
any and every justice of the peace is, when demanded, ~ereby autho.nzed and reqUired 
to administer,) endorsed upun the same, that such notanal acte specIfies the whole and 
sole terms upon which the commutation mentioned in it has been ~ade, ,and each and 

ry Reirrllior or proprietor ha\'inO' so accounted for the commutatIOns wIth respect to eve c '" 0", • • , 

any land or lands, or other real property 111 hIs fief or selgmory, shall, ,111 conformIty 
thereto, be liable to pay over, on or before the first day of July next ensulilg, the actual 
receipt of the sum principal agreed upon as the commutation money, (unless, the same 
shall, as hereinafter provided, be remitted to him,) into the hands of the receIVer gene­
ral of the province for the public uses thereof, an amount equal to one-twentieth of, or 
five per cent, upon the total amount of commutation money or indemnity he shall have 
received or agreed upon as aforesaid, as the proportion thereof, due to the crown as 
seignior su::erain or dominant, 

rroprietors of ar- IV, And be it enacted, that each and every seignior or proprie-
'riircjf..CjscommutintS P h la" d l' 
to gi Ice an authentic tor of any arriel'e-fiif in this rovince, 0 111g un e1' any (01mnant 
eopy of the acte of seigniOl' or seignors other than the crown, who, pursuant hereto, 
cOlnmutalion, and 
5 per cent to the shall have commuted with respect to any land in his arriere-jie{, 
seignior dominant, shall be held to give in to his said seignior dominant in the course 
of the first ten days of J annary next after the commutation, an authentic copy of the 
notarial agreement or acte of each and every such commutation that he shall, during 
the preceding year, have agreed to, accompanied by an attestation on oath, (which 
oath any and every justice of the peace is hereby authorized and required to adminis­
ter,) indorsed upon the same, that such notarial acte specifies the whole amI sole terms 
upon which the commutation mentioned in it has been made, and each and everyseig­
mOl' or proprietor of any such aniere fief, having so accounted for the commutations 
with respect to any land or lands or other real property in his arriere fief, shall, in con­
formity thereto, be liable to pay over, on or before the first day of April then next en­
suing, (unless the same shall have been remitted for the whole or in part to him by the 
seignior dominant,) into the hands of the said seignior dominant, an amount equal to 
one-fifth of the total commutation money or indemnity he shall have received or agreed 
upon as aforesaid, as the proportion thereof due to the said seignior d0171inant. 

Soignior dominant to V. And be it enacted, that the seignior dominant shall 111 like 
account to the crown '. 
for one fifth of his manner 111 hIS turn be liable to pay over, on or before the first day 
receipts, of July then next ensuing, (unless the same, as hereinafter mention­
ed, shall have been remitted to him,) into the hands of the receiver general of the pro­
vince, for the public uses thereof, an amount equal to one-twentieth of the total amount 
of commutation money or indemnity to which, pursuant hereto, he shall be entitled, 
or shall have agreed to receive as the proportion or amount due him as seignior domi­
nant, and such seignior domin(tnt shall, at or before the time of paying over such sum 
of m01:eY,to the receiver general, make an attestation under oath, (which oath any and 
<'v,cry JustIce of the peace is hereby authorized and required to administer,) that the 
smd sum of mo 'th fifth f h , ney IS e one 0 t e total amount of commutation money or in-
dem~lty, by him receiycd or agreed upon as such seignior dominant: Provided always, 
rl'OV].o, hI' , h' 

t at not ling 111 t IS and the next preceding section shall extend or 
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be construed to extend to prevent any seignior or proprietor of any arriere fief, holding 
under any other seigniory, to make and conclude an agreement in writing before no­
taries with his said seignior dominant, for the total extinction of all feudal and seig­
niorial dues, charges and incumbrances affecting the same, and belonging to such seig­
nior dominant, previous to commutation by him with his own censitaires, and to agree 
and stipulate for the payment of a certain fixed sum, and for a rente constituee or rente 

fonciere, or otherwise, as the commutation money or indemnity to such seignior domi-
nant for all his rights and title therein; and such seignior dominant shall, on receipt 
of such sum of money so agreed upon and stipulated for, be held to pay over to the 
receiver general the one-twentieth part thereof at the same time, with the same formali­
ties and with the same attestation on oath as hereinbefore mentioned and required :­
Pr:>viso Provided always, that in all cases of immediate payment by the 
seignior servant to the seignior dominant, for the commutation agreed upon between 
them, or for the one-fifth part of the consideratien of any commutation between the 
seignior servant and his censitaires, the sei <mior servant shall, in the manner hereinafter 
provided in the like case 2.8 to censitaire:' deposit the amount coming to the seignior 
dominant in the office of the prothonotary, and with the like observances, and that the 
Bame proceedings shall be had thereupon, as is in that case by this act required, with 
the view of saving the rights ()f third parties, aHd with the like effects as respects the 
land, the tenure of which shall have been commuted. 

Penalty on ref uRal VI. And be it enacted, that any seignior or proprietor of a seig-
or neglect to com :)ly 
with the preceding niory having umuTIuted, who shall neglect or refuse to transmit an 
sections. authentic copy or copies of the notarial agreement or agreements 
of any such commutation or commutations as aforesaid, within the appointed time ac­
cording to the requirements of this act, shall, for evey such neglect or refusal, forfeit 
to Her Majesty, her heirs flnd successors, double the sum which by reason of any and 
every such commutation, he would, according to this act, be liable for. 

The governor may VII. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for the governor, 
remit the indemnity d .. . f h . £, h due the crown. or person a Immstenng the government 0 t e provll1ce or t e 
time being, to remit, in all cases of commutation effected under this act, if to encourage 
and facilitate the commutation hereby intended he shall see fit, the proportion herein­
above fixed as the indemnity which by reason of such commutation will be payable, 
and may be claimed on the part of the crown; and in like manner it shall be lawful, if 
he see fit, whether in consideration of the loss or disuse of any seigniorial rights from 
whatsoever cause, formerly appertaining to fiefs and seigniories in Lower-Canada, or 
solely with a view to ease, expedite and promote the commutation intended by this 
act, to abandon and give up to any seignior or proprietor of any such fief or seignio1'1' 
desirous of promoting a commutation of the tenure of lands within his fief or seignio-
1'1, all claim to and every indemnity as aforesaid, coming to, or that might be due or 
claimed on the part of the crown, or to accept of a smaller proportion than that here­
inabove (in the third section) mentioned as the indemnity to the crown on such ~om-

, mutations, and such indemnity being abandoned and given up, or the Bum deternnnea. 
and fixed as the indemnity to the crown, being paid into the treasury of the province, 

Q2 
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the seignior or proprietor in whoo.: favor such ubantlon~ellt ~hall have been made, or 
who ,;hall have paid ~uch indenmity, shall there~fte:, 111 al! tllne tu. come, be free ~o 
conn:mt" fill' anv and all LlIllb within his fief or S81gnlOry, wIthout bemg therefor, or 1I1 

re"llL'ct to the ~~me, in allY manner acc( ,lluta11e to the crown. 

Conlmutationnll)­
nics to lw llnmu\"e­
aLle l,ruperty. 

YIII. And be it enacted, That all monies arising fi'om the ("('m­
mutation tlf the tenure of :my land under thi:·, act, whether the ~ame 
be paid tu the seignior as afore~aid, or rennin as the principal of 

a 7'ente c(Ji/stilnce or rell.', {rMcit"'e, or otherwise, sl1<111 be held ttl be immoveable pro­
pert.'" by fictiull oflaw, m;d ,kcmccl lu be f!1"OJii'C belongin,~' tl~ any par:y, to whom .tho 
seigui .. ;·y in wllich such bnd i i situ:lte shall be )in/Jid, a!l,l shall accordlll.!,:'ly be subject 
to investment, and leing 0,0 iuYc.,tr·a DOlza jilZe with a proper declaration of Templai, 
shall be substituted fijI' th,~ I~ghts tIle'} l'epre::icnt, and shall hayc the same destination 
as such right,; would haye hall. 

l'n·nmblc. IX. And wherca< it is expedient, in the case "here the censitaire 
commntil!g for the V:nul'C of any such land Cli 1"oturc into the tenure 

en Jmnc-alclt rotlU:'cr, shall pref~l' makillC\' immediate l,ayment of the commutation 
money or indemnity agreeed to be 0WH to the seignior or proprietor aforesaid of the 
fief or "C'ig'lliory wherein the land is situate, to provide that due and rea:3onable notice 
of the commutation be given, to the eml that all concerned, whose intvrests might in 
any wise be tllLTeby prejudicc.l or affected, may avail themselves of ,'nch notice, and 

take their recourse accordingly; be it therefore enacted, that the 
Indctnnityagreed 

upon to be ,Ll'Ll"itccl amount agr3ed upon by the censitaire and seignioT, as the indemnity 
in the offi,.e of the to such seignior for the commutation of tenure a,; aforesaid, of any 
l'rvthonotnry to 
abide the judgment land Cil rotllre in his fief or SCiC\11iory into the tenure en !ranc-aleu 
of the court. 1"otllo>r, shall, when to be paid, be, at the lliligence of the cnlsitairc 

or land-owner (lepositecl within thirty days next after the day of commutation, together 
with an authentic copy of the llotal~al agreement or ill,trument in writing relating 
thereto, in the office of the prothonotary or the court of Queen's bench for the district 
wherein the land is situate, (m1d of which deposit it shall be the duty of the prothono­
tary tl) grant him aetc), there to abide t1,e I)rder or judgment of the court disposing 
thereof: in caoc any hypothecary claim or claims affecting the same shall arise and be 

Proviso. 
presented before the said court: provided always, that such seignior 
or propI~etor may be allowed to take up and retain the said com­

mutation money or indemnity so deposited, on giving a bond (and for the taking of 
which bond the prothonotary shall be entitled to a fee of one shil­

Prothonotary's fee. . 
hng and three pence, and no more,) or security to the satisfaction 

of anyone of the judges of the Said court, that the amount mIl, mthin twenty days 
next after the rendering of any order or judgment by the said court, (whether notice 
of ,~ch order or judgment be or be not served upon or given him, directing the distri­
butIon aud payment thereof to any hypothecary c1aimant'or claimants upon the same, 
be forthcoming and repaid into the prothonotary's office: to be disposed of according 
to such order or jlldgTIlent. 



Prothonotary to 
give D otico of com­
mutation, in gazette 
and other ncwspa­
P( 1'< <0 be named by 
the court. 
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X. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the protllOno­
tary to came notice to be given three times at least in the course of 
the four months next after the day of such deposit aforesaid, in the 
english and french languages, in the gazette and in some other 
newspaper or newspapers to be named by the court, or any of the 

judges thereof, printed in the district wherein the land commuted is situate, of such 
commutation; and by criee or proclamation as in the case "f dlcrCt or sheriff's sale 
three times during the aforesaid term, at the church-door of the parish wherein as 
aforesaid such land is situate, immediately after the issue of the divine service thereat 
in the forenoon and if there be no church, then at the n,ost public place in the sei­
guiory, designating the land or lands or other real property, and requiring all persons 
having any hypothecary claim or cla:ms that may any wi"e, affect such commutation 
money or indemnity, to present and fyIe the same at his office within the fifteen days 
after the expiration of the said four months notice, to the eLd th~t the same be taken 
in consideration by the court and disposed of in due course of law; and that in ddilUIt 
of presenting and fyling the same within the appoil:~ed time, all such claims will there­
after be foreclosed; and accordingly all claims th3~t might by law in any vV1se have 
affected such commutation money or indemnity, that shall not be presented within the 
time appointed, shall be foreclosed, and those pre,ented collocated for payment 
according tc their order of priority or privilege, by judgu18nt of:he court, and be paid 
from anu out of the said amount of commutation money. in so Lr as the same shall 
suffice therefor. 

Fee of prothono­
ta r:~ on fy ling agree­
mcnt, :-tud for enl'c· 
gisteril:8" the same. 

XI. And be it enacted, That for the fylill,; of ouch notm~al agree­
ment or instrument in writing, the prothonotary slnll be entitled to 
the fee of one shilling 81'c1 no morf', aEd for enregi:;tel~ng th(' same 
in a register l'araphe, (vvhir;l it shall be his uuty to keep for the 

purpose), at the rate of three penco per hundred worus, and no more, :md at the 
same rate f;;l' certified copies thereof; and to \yhich r!",~-i,: :'~. any and en'r,)' person 
requiring it shall at all times, during oRice hours, hem.., access gratis; and that the said 
fee and charges, and all costs and expenses of printing pursuant hereto, shall be trrxed 
in cach case at the lowest rate at which, consistently with justice, the same can be 
fixed, by some one or m(Jre ofthejudges of the sa'd court hefore whom the pl·oceeding 
is pending, and shall be defrayed by the parties commuting in equal propor­
tions, unless it shall be otherwise stipulated by and between themselves in the acte 
or agreement of commutatiun; but that all cOct,) and char,ges upon, or incidental to, 
any claim upon such commutation mOlley or indemnity, shall be <'.t the expense of the 
claimant or of the seignior or proprietor having commuted as aforesrrid, as to justice it 
shall appertain, and by the court seized of the case it shall be awarued. 

If no hypothecary 
claim be fylotl, " 
memorandum therc­
of shall be cuter, ,) 
upon thf' register, 
and the bond given 
hy the sC"ignior dis­
charged. 

XII. And be it enacted, That if no hypothecary claim as aforesaid 
be, pursnant to the notice hen,inhefore required to be given, pre­
sr Ilted and ~yled \yith;ll the appointed timC', a meG!<}rcmdum to that 
effect, shall be entered upon the aforesaid register to be kept for the 
purpose, and the bond g·iven as aforesaid (when such may have 
been the cn",e) hy such seignior or proprietor, shall be discharged 
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d d d 11 d ~nd a memorandum to that effect be accordingly indorsed upon an ceme cance e ,,, . . 
b h th t and be in like manner entered upon the aforesaId 1'8-

the same y t e pro ono ary, . 
. ., h d' hall thel'cby be closed' and It also shall be the duty of the glster anu t e procee mg s ' . . 

h 11 'es that by any order or Juc' 'ment of court In any case prot onotary to pay a morn , . ) . . 
within the meaning and provisions of thIS act, shall be dIrected to be ~aId to ~ny 
claimant, and to take the necessary receipts and discharges therefor, makmg mentIOn 
of the same on the said register, and of the respective dates thereo~ for future refe­
rence thereunto in case of need, and for which senice he shall be entitled to such com­

pensation as shall be allowed by the court. 

After the filing of 
notarial agreement 
"ud deposit of com­
mutation money, 
the OWller of land 
shall not he subject 
to any hy I ,othccary 
claim created by the 
seignior. 

XIII. And be it enacted, that from and after the filing as afore­
said of such notarial agreement or instrument in writing, and depo­
sit of the commutatir,n money or indemnity agreed upon as afore­
said in the office of the prothonotary, the actual, and every future 
owner (detenteur) of such land, the tenure whereof shall have been 
so commuted, and in like manner the land also, shall thenceforward 
for ever cease to be liable or subject to any hopothecary claim of 

any and every description, created or caused by the seignior or proprietor of the seig­
niory wherein such land is situate, or by any of his auteurs or predecessors having 

owne~ such seigniory. 

Redemption of rente XIV. And be it enacted, that whenever any rente constituee or 
conslit?lee. subject to fi' , d" 1 " .. d" be deposited in rente ow:zere create UTIl,er t lIS act between SelgnIOr an seigmor, 
court. or between seignior and censitaire, shall be redeemed by actual pay­
ment, whether by operation of law and in a compulsory manner, or by mutual agree­
ment, as the case may be, such redemption t;hall become subject to the same deposit of 
the price or principal thereof in the court of Queen's Eench as hereinbefore provided 
to protect the rights of third parties, and the same proceeding shall be had thereon at 
the diligence of the person having to pay the said price or principal: provided always, 
Proviso. that such rente constituec or rente fonciere shall be considered in 
matters of succession, and in judicial proceedings, and to all other intents and purpo­
ses whatever, as being a territorial right attached to the domain of the seigniory, to the 
seignior or proprietor of which it is payable, and shall not be liable to be transferred, 
seized, sold, alien~\ted, hypothecated or mortgaged apart from the said seigniory, but 
shall form part of the same, and shall also be transferred, seized, sold, alienated, hypo­
thecated, mortgaged and otherwise legally dealt with, along with the said seigniory, 
and the register to be kept by the seigniors as hereinafter mentioned shall be considered 
as one of the titles of the said seigniory. 

Reli~ious communi­
ties III Lower-Cana­
da, may invest sums 
of money accruing 
to them from any 
commutation, 

this province, 

XV. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for the several 
religi0u:' or eccles~astical communities in Lower-Canada, holding in 
mortmain fiefs and seigniories therein, to invest from time to time, 
~ they shal~ see fit, ~n any lands or tenements in this province, or 

. many pubhc or pnvate securities in the United Kingdom or in 
which they shall deem the mOlit advisable or advantageous to their res-
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pective communities or corporations, every_ sum or sums of money that may accrutl 
to them from any commutation made in pursuance of shis act. 

Any rente constituee 
as consideration for 
the commutation 
may be redeemod 
by the owner, . sub­
ject to the require­
ments of this sec­
tion. 

XVI. And be it enacted, that any rent constituted (rente cons­
tituee) as the consideration for such commutation as aforesaid, shall 
be redeemed at the option of the land owner, by one payment, or 
as agreed upon, including all arrears, in cases where the sei!!Ilior has 
the right of alienating such rent, and observing the formalities and 
requirements hereinbefore mentioned with respect to the ready 

payment for the liberation of all hypothecary claims; but if the seigniory be entaileil 
(substituee) or held in mortmain, or by a corporation, or the commutation be made on 
the part of the seignior, by a tutor, curator, or administrator, the rent and arrears only 
shall be received, -and the principal sum shall only become payable in the cafes bv law 
provided, or when the party to whom the rent is payable shall have power of alienat­
ing the seigniory wherein it may be due: provided always, that in all cases where the 
party with whom, as the scignior or representative of the seignior, the commutation is 
effected, shall not have the power of alienating any seigniorial right commuted, the 
commutation of such right shall be made for an annual rent, and not for a sum payable 
at once. 

Commutation of any XVII. And be it enacted, that the commutation of any seignio-
seigniorial rights to 
be accompanied by rial right held in mortmain, or by any corporation, shall be accom-
the SUille formh.;6es panied by the sa!1le formalities as the alienation of any immoveable 
as the alienation of 
any immoveable property of the same party, would be; and tutors, curators, and ad-
property. ministrators of any kind, shall be thereunto authorized, in the manner 
required by law to enable them to alienate the real property of the parties they repre­
sent; and the owners and possessors of any entailed seigniorial rights, the absolute 
prr)perty whereof is entailed on their children or descendants, born or to be born, or 
on the children or descendants, born or to be born of their collateral relatives, descen­
dants of the party by whom the entail was created, or on other persons born or to be 
born, may commute such rights on an advice of relatives (avis de parens) duly homolo­
gated according to law; but if the absolute property of such rights be entailed on per­
sons not descendants of the then possessor, then no such commutation shall be effected 
without the consent of a curator to the entail duly appointed in the usual form: provi­
rroviso. vided that in all cases mentioned in this section the commutation 

shall be made for an annual rent, and not otherwise. 

Penalty to which XVIII. And be it enacted, That any person or persons repre-
aeigniors, or any senting any party holding in mortmain or any corporation, and any 
person holding in 
mortmain or any tu- tutor, curator or administrator, or the possessor of an entailed estate, 

~~~~de~~~di~; c~r~ who shall on account of any such commutation collusively receive 
tain cases. for his or her advantage, or for that of any third party, any sum of 
money, promise or valua01e consideration, over and above the rent stipulated, and any 
seignior in possession who, in effecting any such commutation shall have assumed to 
alienate rights with regard to which he has no power of a.lienation, and shall under 
such pretence havlt received any principal sum for suG'h commutation, when in fact 
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_ . 1 'l . J by some other jJarty or converted into 
such prmclpal sum uLl'.!;ht to JaVtJ "cCIl receIve , " 

- ., beinCF legally (.'1,Jj\"lct"d of such offence 
annual rent, such pero>ull or selgnlOr may, on 0 • 

lJl'ti ,n- any court ,,f competent jll;'isdiction, be condemned ~o pay a penalty equal tu 

I II I t I · lIe shall llave SCI reCC;YCI] collusl':cly under such false pre-
f fin) e t 10 amolln W llC 1 1 -

tonr(', and any p0.;,;os,or of any land 01 lOtI/Fe or ('eIlSII(lire, who . "hal I c(J11u"ivcly pay 
. . t' ey l'n or,ler to obt-un an" such commu-to any such pcr,oll ur sOlgmor <Ill)' sum" mUl1 c ' , v 

t[ttion, a~ n(o!'!',':lid. with intent to .Idi·<lwl any other party. may be condemned to a pe­
n:llty cql111 to dOllbk the sum so re(TiH,d to be imp(),~ed in like manner by the court 

b,'!<Jre whom such uJ[GndL'r shall have becn cOllvicted. 

Director' of any XIX .• \nd be it enacted, That the directors an:1 principals of any 
COll1lllqllity or cur· community or corporatioll holding estates in mortmain, and all cu­
P' 'J"aiinll, aIlllotiler, 
shull ,,,ke lWCesS:ll)' rutor,<, tutors and administrators, and all p03sessors of entailed 
Ill"'"'' "'- fur tho COI;- c-,tatcs, shall ho bound to take all necessary precautionary measures 
....... ('J'\·aiinn of any 
rl'l1t'. ill which tl", f'Jl- the consen':,titln of any such rents as aforesaicl in Yihich the par-
1'_\rt'e< they repro- d d' f I 
','Ill lliUY lJe into- til':'; tlll'y represent lll:ly be intereste ; an In any case 0 compu-
rested. - sClry redemptioll of ~uch rent, shall be bound within one year there­

after to !"cinyC':;t the priucip'll sum in a secure and prc,fitable manner, for the benefit of 

the corporation or per~ons there-ill interested. 

"Then a C()}rllDU­

t:ltion ~llall hav(' 
t;.J,J'U pbcc, all ar­
re;!r~ <.lUI' on the 
properly, to be com­
mntl·J awl ('X till­

guislJc(l, unle" the 
('ontrarr be stipula­
tN!. 

XX. And be it enacted, That whenever any such commutation 
shall haye taken placo, all anears due on the propel ty to which it 
relate,;, shall be held to be commuted and cxtinguished, unless the 
culltrary be stipulated; and in tllC case last mentioned, or w';cre 
such ane::!!"_; shall be valued apart, or shall remain as a charge 
npon the propcrty, the precise amount shall be ,,"ccrtuim:c1, 
and mentioned in the deed of commutation; but no such ar-
rangement shall affect any ancars on any other property held by 

Proviso_ the same party: Provided also, that when any such commutation 
shall be affected on a part only of any land ell roture or grant, a proportionate part of 
the anears due on the wholE', shall be held to be commuted and e~;tinguished: 

Proviso. 
Proyided fm·ther, that when a part only of any such land e'l, mture 
or grant shall be :'0 commuted, the seigniorial charges and dues on 

the part uncommuted shall be proportionally reduced. 

Prn\"i.;;:()-~othing 
in thi,'\ act to aapc:t 
any commutaticms 
t'ti~'ct('J hv (·cdC:'­
f'i:u~tics of tLint Sui­
pice. 

Commutation to 
be in all C"S':8 full 
and perfect-

Extinguishment of 
I~d, of ven/c,' only. 

XXI. Provided also and be it enacted, That nothincr in this act 
• 0 

con tamed shall extend to affect any commutation of tenure effected 
in any scigniory hcld by the ecclebiastic3 of the seminary of Saint 
SUlpice, under the ordinance in tllat behalf made and prm-ided. 

XXII. And be it enacted, That no commut:ltior. shall be effected 
for a part only of the seigniorial rights afFecting any property; but 
such commutation shall be in all ca~cs full and perfect, so as to pro­
duce a change of tenure as afiJn-,Clid. 

XXIII. Provided always and be it enacted, That in cases where 
the parties, seignior and cCllsitaire, may, without intending COl1l1l1U-
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, tatiori of the tenure of any such land, be desirous only of transacting for the extinguish­
ment of lads et ventes upon aU future sales or mutations thereof, and ofliberatincr such 

b 

land from the liability therefor in time to come, it shall be lawful for them so to do, 
and to agree and ,;tipulate, by acte before notaries in this behalf, as they may be advised 
and think proper, the requirements of this act, for preserving the right of others when 
payment of the indemnity or composition money agreed upon is made, being always 
duly observed. 

XXIV. And be it enacted, That those who hold in mortmain, Pprsons holding 
in mOl'tInuin, corpo­
rations, tutors, &0., and corporations, tutors, curators and administrators, possessing pro-
who possess p1'Opel'- perty held en mlure, the tenure whereof may be commuted with 
ty held t>n roture may 
COI'lmute by payi"." advantage to those whom they represent, may effect such commu-
consideration out of tation by paying the consideration out of the monies of those whom 
the monies of those 
whom thl'y repre- they represent, or may validly bind them to the payment of the 
sent, &c. rent stipulated in the deed of commutation, provided they obsen'e 
the.form<11ities required by law in the alienation ofthe property of such parties holding 
in mortmain or corporations, or of those whose rights such tutors, curators or adminis-
trators Iepresent. 

Seignior shall keel' 
a register, "\vith an 
index. 

XXV. And be it enacted, That the seignior shall keep a regis­
ter, in which shall be entered at full length, all deeds of commuta­
tion, and all receipts for principal sums receiyed for the redemption 

uf any rent constituted, as the consideration of any commutation, and all judgmellts 
. relating to any such commutation, with a proper index; and such 

Re"lstcr to 110 open. b II II bl' d I to all persons. regIster shall e open to a persons at a seasona e urnes; :lll tIe 
seignior, or the person in whose keeping such register shall be, may 

demand six pence currency for each communication of any such register; amI copies 
of all entries in such registers shall be delivered to any party interected, by the sei­
gnior or his agent, on payment of three pence currency, for each hundre<l words; 
and such register shall be held to be a public memorial made for the common 
benefit 'of the seignior and his censitaires, and placed in the keeping of the seignior. 

Accounting clause. XXVI. And be it enacted, That all monies paid to the receiver 
general under the authority of this act, shall form part of the consolidated revenue 
fund of this province, and shall be accounted for to Her Majesty, her heirs and suc­
cessors, through the lords commissioners of Her Majesty's treasury for the time being, 
in such manner and form as Her Majesty, her heirs and successors shall be pleased 

to direct. 
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ANNO DECIMO ET UNDECIMO VICTORI1E REGINlE. 

CAP. CX!. 

act to facilitate commutation of the tenure of lands en rot~rc, 1ll the Queen's 
domain, into that of free and common soccage, and to ~"'-01d the unnecessary 
delays and expense hc"",tufore incidental to such commutatlOns. 

[Reserved for the signification of Her Majesty's plca~ure, 28th July lS47.-The 
royal asscut given by Her Majesty in council, on the 30th October 1847 ; and 
proclamation made thereof by His Excellency JAMES, EARL OF ELGIN AND 
Klc-TARDI:'>IE, in the Canadl.~ Ga;:;ctle of the 11th December 1847.] 

Preamble. WHERE.\.S the proc:s~ heretofore followed in commuting t~e 
tenure of land, held a tztre de eens or en TOture, of the Crown In 

Lower Canacla, into the tenure in free and common soccage, pursuant to an act of the 
Imperial Parliament, passed in the third year of the reign of His late Majesty King 

George the Fourth, intituled: "An act to regulate the trade of 
Impol~al Art, 3, ' T I' h 

G,'o. 4, ~. 119, reo "Lower ana 1. ppcr Canada, ana for other purposes re aung to t e 
cited. " said prm'illces," has heen found, by reason of the vaTious refer­
ences to the different public functionaries whose ministry it has been ill such cases cus­
tomary to require, exceedingly dilatory, expensive and onerous, i',Qomuch as to be an 
obstacle to the commutation of tenure which by the said act it was intended to pro­
mote; to remedy all which, and to facilitate the working of the said act, by intro­
ducing a summary and less expensive proces.> of commutation than heretofore practised: 
be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and con­
sent of the legislative council and of the legislative assembly of the province of Canada, 
constituted and assembled by virtue of and under the authority of an act passed in the 
parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled: "An act 
" to reunite the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for the government of 
" Canada," and it is hereby enacted by the anthority of the same, that whenever, pur-

suant to the aforesaid act, passed in the third year of the reign of Persons desirons 
of commuting, may His late Majesty King George the Fourth, by the Imperial Parlia-
apply to the prorer ment, intituled: "An act to regulate the trade of the provinces of 
local ugent, ~tatlng 
certain particnlars, "Lower and Upper Canada, and for other purposes relating to the 
cxhibitingtitlcs,&c·"'d '" lid' 1 d l' bl sal prOVInces, any person 10 mg an ,rea or lmmovea e pro-
perty Ii titre de eens et rentes, within the censive of any fief or seigniory of Her Ma­
jesty in this province, or in any of the estates of the late Order of Jesuits, shall be de­
sirous to obtain a release from Her Majesty of all feudal or seigniorial rights arising 
therefrom, and to commute the teuure of such land, real or immoveable property, 
from that en roture into free and common soccage, and shall apply for this purpose to 
the ?fficer or agent thereunto as hereinafter mentioned, specially appointed and au­
thon.zed by.the governor or person administering the government of the province for 
the hme bemg, on the part of the cro",'11, for the fief or sei!!l1iory in which such land 
~ • 0' 

re ~r t:nmoveable property is situate, setting forth in his application by writinO" the 
d.escnpnon a di h" 1 f 0 , ccor ng to IS tIt es, 0 the land, real or immoveable property, the te-



And paying the 
cOlnmntion Inoney, 
J ~ayinb or securing, 
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nure whereof he is desirous of commuting, exhibiting alw there­
with his titles, and requesting commutation of the tenure of such 
land, real or immoveable property, and shall have made payment 
of the sum that shall have been mutually agreed upon by such officer 

or agent on the part of the crown and the applicant, as the commutation fine, indem­
nity or consideration in that behalf, to be paid to Her Majesty on the intended com­
mutation, or that shall have been fixed, ascertained and determined ill the manner 
hereinafter provided, and have also duly paid or secured the payment of all anears of 
seigniorial rights, dues and duties which he, she or they owed or may o\ve Her Ma­
jesty thereupon, or with which the said land, real or immoveable property in respect 
whereof such commutation, release and extinguishment may be sought or required, had 

Such agent to ex- been, was or may then be chargeable in fa70r of Her Majesty, such 
eeut.e a deed eom- officer or agent shall be and he is her2by authorized to execute a 
lllutmg the tenure. 1 b dId b f. . re ease y acte u y execute e~ore no~anes as nearly as may be 
in the form prescribed in the schedule of this act (and for which the llOtary shall be en­
titled to a fee of twenty shillings and no more from the apl)licant), in the name of Her 
Majesty, of the said land or real property, from all feudal 0," ;'ui.jl1iorial rights, dues 
and incumbrances arising and accruing thereupon to Her J:lTajE,sty by reason of the te­
nure thereof a titre de cens et ?"cntes or en Tot'uTe, declaring aIm the tenure of the said 

Effect of such land to be in virtue of such for eyer thereafter commuted into that of 
deed. free and common soccage, and which rebas3 and (!c/e or deed of 
commutation shall be deemed, held and taken, to be to all intents a:~J pmpo,;es, tan­
tamount and equivalent to a grant of such land from Her U:'jc,;,y, her heiro' ~mcl ';UCCC8-
SOl'S, as provided by the aboyc recited act of the imperial parliament of the third year 
of the reign of His late Majesty George the Fourth, and the commntation of tenure of 
the said land or real property shall thereby be perfect and accomplitlhed, and the land 
to which such commutation shall relate be f0r eyer thc.reafter heJd in fi'ee and comn,on 
soccage, according to the true intent and meaning of the said. act. 

Goyernor to ap- II. And be it enacted, that the governor, or person auministeri.ng 
point proper agents, the government for the time u2ing, shall have power to nominate 
Rnd make rules fur 
their guidance, &0. and appoint in a1ltl for each and every fief and. 8ci,'2;lliory in this 
province, appertai~ing to Her Majesty, a fit and proper person to be agent for the 
purposes of this act, and to give such directions for his or their guidance in the perform­
ances of his or their duties respectively under this act, as by and with the advice of Her 
Majesty's executive council he shall deem expedient and conducive to the pUlposes 

thereo£ 

Fees to be taken III. And be it enacted, that for all the duties which any such offi-
by snch UgClltS, cer or aO'ent on the part of the c.rown shall perform "yith respect to 

any such commutation, he ~hall be entitled to a fee of thirty .shillings currency, and no 
more, from the person or party applying for the QOmlllut:.ltlon, but for whom he shall 

not in any case of commutation act as agent. 

R2 
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Rares of commu- IV. And be it enacted, that the commutation fine, indemnity and 
latio:l. consideration to be paid by any censitaire, peTson, body. politic ~r 

l' h utation release and exti!lCTuishment with regard to hl~ or theIr corporate lor sue comm, . ,.., . . . . 
land, real (,r Immoveable property situate withm an~ fief or se.lgmory appertammg ~o 

H '\1 ' ,t h '1 b at and after the r2.k~ follow""1n<T, that IS to say: that the smd er " aJe~ y, s at e' . a. . 
Cens cl rC/lln. commutation of all ccns et ?·cl!tes Wlthm all and e\'(.'ry the s::lld fief'! 

d . . . - , ~Il b" h·'d and ohtained on the p::nment of such capital or sum of an SCl!TI1Hn'1L'S Blh. v tl J 

ml .neY, aas the said CCIZS et 1"( lites reckoned at the legal rate of interest shall or may re-
Lad; ct Wllcs. prescnt; that the said commutation of the droii dc lo~7s :t ~·cJ/~cs 

upon or in rf'sp-::ct of any lot, pie,'c or parcel of land in any such fief or sug-mory, m-
dULled in whole or in part in tho city of Quebec, the town of Three 

Ri~,,~Il~::c~\-Ili:~~ RiYers or in the borough of "\Villiam Henry, having buildings upon 
Henry. it, and being with such buildings of the vallIe offiye hundred pounds 
currency, or IIp,nnls, shall be had ::md obtained fiJI' and during the first seven years 
which ~hall c-iapse after the l'a",illg of this act, upon payment of not more than one 
t,,·c'llticth part of the value of such lot, piece or parcel of land and buildings, and at 
any time at anc! after the expiration of seven years subsequcnt to the passing of this act, 
and before the expiration of fourteen years from the said time, upon payment of not 
more than one eighteenth part of the value of such lot, piece er parcel of land and 
buildings, and at any time after the expiration of fourteen years from the said time 
upon paymeut of not more than one sixteenth part of the value of such lot, piece or 
parcel of land and huildings; and that the said commutation of the said dmit de lods ct 
ventes upon or in respcct of any lot, piece or parcel of land in any such fief or seigniory 
whereup'n there may be buildings of which the value shall be less than five hundred 
pounds and more than one hundred poul1ds currency, shall be had and obtained during 
the first period above melltioned of seyen years after the passing of thi,-, act, upon pay­
ment of not more than one sixth part of the value of such lot, piece or parcel ofland 
and buildings, and at any time after the expiration of the said seven years subsequent 
to the passing of thi~ act, and before the expiration of fourteen years from the said 
time, upon payment of not more t1mn one fourteenth part of the value of such lot, piece 
or parcel ofland and buildings; and at any time after the expiration of the fourteen 
years from the said time, upon payment of not more than one twelfth part of the value 
of such lot, piece or parcel ofland ancl buildings; that the said commutation of the said 
droit de lods ct 1·Cillcs upon, for or in respect of any lot, piece or pa~cel of land situate 

In other places. in any of Her Majesty's fiefs or seigniories, and without the limits 
of the s::,id city of Qnel,cc, town of Three Rivers or borough of William Henry, or for 
or in respect of any lot, piece or parcel ofland within the said city of Quebec, town of 
Three Rivers or borough of "\Villiam Henry, upon which there shall be no buildings 
of the value of one hundred pounds, shall be had and obtained for and duriug the said 
first period of sewn years after the passing of this act, upon payment of not more than 
one twelfth part of the YUlue thereof, and at any time after the expiration of this period 
of seven years subsequently to the passing hereof, and before the expiration of fornteen 
years from the said time, upon payment of not more than one tenth part of the said 
yalue' and at any ti ft th " fl' , me a er e explratlOn 0 lourteen years from the said time, on 
the payment of not more than one eighth part of the value of such lot piece or parcel 
of land or buildings. ' 



If the Ilgent and the 
proprietor cannot 
agree, the valuo of 
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fixed by arbitrali"u, 

315 

V. And be it enacted, that in all cases where the said officer or 
agent on the part of the crown and any of the censitaires of Her 
Majesty, or other person or persons, body corporate or politic so re­
quiring a commutation, release and extinguishment in manner afore-

said, of and from an droits de lods et ventcs, cens et l'entes, and an other feudal or seig­
niorial burthens to which any land or immoveable property, he or they respectively 
may hold in anyfiefor seigniory appertaining to Her Majesty may be subject, shall not 
by voluntary agreement settle and determine the value of any such lots, pieces or par­
cels of land and property with reference to which the said price, consideration money 
and indemnity according to the rates hereinbefore e.5tablished shall be reckoned, such 
value thereof shall be fixed, ascertained and determined by the award of arbitrators 
Mo~e of appointing in manner following, that is to say: the said agent shall, on behalf 
arbItrators. f H 1\1' . b' b . . d'ff, d a er 1\' uJcsty, nommate an ar Itrator, emg an In I erent an 
disinterested person, and the said cCllsdaire, person or persons, or body corporate or 
politic, respectively, shall and may on his or thei .. , behalf also nominate and appoint one 
other arbitrator, being also an indifi"ment and disintere:;ted persoll, and the COllI't of 
Queen's Bench for the district, in term, or any two judges thereof in vacation, npon a 
petition or summary application to it or them made in that behalf, shall and may no­
minate one other arbitrator, being also an j1ldifi"erent and di:;intel'ested person, which 
Proceedings of arbi- said three al'bitrators, after having becon previously sworn before 
trators, fl" f 1 ' :J f Q 'B I . anyone 0 t Ie Justices 0 tIe :3,llu court 0 ueen s - ene 1 (who IS 
hereby authorized to administer such oath) well, truly and honestly to execute the trust 
and duty of arbitrators as aforesaid, and after Hotice to the partie"; respectivcly of the 
time and place of their meeting, shall proceed to fix, ascertain and determine the value 
of the lots, pieces or parcels of land and propcrty in req1Cct whereof such commuta­
tion, release and exti:lJ:;uishment shall be required: Proyided alwap, that the Cf)cts and 
Costs of arbitration expenses of such arbitration, which shall not in any case exceed 
limited and by d h II b b b I " 1 ' whom po.id, ten poun s cunency, s a e orne y t Ie parties 1I1 e'lua SIW1'eo, 

and that the arbitrament and award of the said ~rbitrators to be na­
med and appointed as aforesaid, or any two of them, in and re:,pecting the premise:', 
Award of two nrbi- shall he final, and the same shall be duly retuTlwd into, filed and en­
trators to be vali,l. rolled in the said COllI't of Queen's Dench for the district, and shall 

by such court be duly confirmed, and for the filing thereof the prothonotary shall be 
Filing of award, entitled to a fee of two shilling,j and six pence, and for enrolling the 
same in a register to be kept for the purpose, at the rate of six pence per hundred 
words. 

AI! scigniorial rights 
to be extinguiehecl 
after payment of 
commntation or de­
claration of option 
that the ""me forIll 
the capital of a "enle 
constitl,ee, nnrl the 
execution of tlw 
deed of releaSe, 

such commutation 

VI. And be it enacted, that ii'om and after the voluntary settle­
ment or adjustment as aforesaid, touching the said commutation fine, 
price, consideration money and indemnity, and payment thereof 
(or tender of the same) to the proper officer, reckoned according 
to such award in that behaH: or from and after a declaration signi­
fied to the agent of such seigniory, by the said censitaire, person or 
persons, body politic or corporate, of hi8, her or their optio'l, that 
fine, price, consideration money and indemnity, mutually agreed 
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upon, as aforL·cuid, or reckoned according to such aWaI'd, shall be and remain npon and 
char.,-\·e and affect such lot, piece or parcel of land and propel:tY:1t and for a. redeemable 
(luit rent (Ii J'cllte constiEnec et T({chctable) in manner af~resmd, and ?XecutlOn conform­
ably thereto of the rele'!se by acte before notary as hcremabove prov1<led, all and every 
the dioits de cens c/ unt(s, lads ct ~'(,}Itcs, droit de Z,allaZile de ?Iloulin, droit de rei rait, 
c:chilill ion de titrcs, and ~ll other f('l'dul or seigniorial rights whatever of Her Majesty 
upon, f,,1' or in rc.'pcrL of the lot, picco or parcel ofland or property, as to, and concern­
illg which such commnLJtiul1, re1e~"L' and extin.c;uishment may be sought and requireu, 
Bh~ll accoruinc;ly be and be !h·1l1 t·) 1:,e t2.1:cn anu considered f'ur ever commuteu, re­
leased anu exti;:guisbeu; [:ncl sU'3h ht, ieee' or parcel of 1anu s:1Ull be holden and be 
deemeu and considered c.s h0):1C11 thenc,,{'urth, j;,:' (lve,', by the tenure of free and com­
mon ~occ:::r;e accorJins t') the al:f)Yc l'c;;t8c1 act of the Imperial Parliament, and shall 
Il('n'!' again be gran:.cd, sur:rel1{lc'::,e::~ or bol,lc'Jl by any sC';g71iorial or fe11<1'11 tenure 
I~roYi~n; sp.yiu:; (J[ v:~lat~GCT,~c~" !?ro-.-jl:cr_~ ('t~\\'ays, that nothing hereinbefore contained 
IIYI'°tbers to 11... 1 -'1 "".J b ~ ~',., ~_l ,- 1 "'·1 . hI' ci'O\vn, for c8D111,U- S,liiL eXL,11<.: or e CV '1'L< Qvu to eXl:Cnl, to CihC large t e ots, pleces 
tation money, &C'. IJ;' rar~d" of letnd, ';be te:mre \vhe:'eol:' may be so converted into 
that of ll'ee ::!ml ccc'm-m SOCCC,~0, ii'om the :';gh;:~, hyjJO:}13C:~, privileges, reservations 
dC'lMIllls of Hcr ~IajCc.::/, (;:largc,l ir; ::!IHI upon the same for the security anel recovery 
of t:'3 commutati,>ll fme, price, cOl]::;i'\3ration money and indemnity, which, by reason 
of the acljustm(Ol1t wi',h the c[I:,sic"ir.", cr ~"3rson or corporation who requil'eel such com­
mutation, re1e~, :~ ,.ml ~:~':~g<.!:slllY:eDt, m3.Y F',n~in as a c:lurge and incumbrance on 
such lc.Ild 0::' p'cperty at a i'e','eemable quit rS'l~ as r.fol'esaid, (for the security and reco­
very of which cu;-;mutc'>Jil fine, ~1l': ce, consideTation money and indemnity, Her Ma­
Priority of such j,y- jc.:ty s~lal1 },:W8 ',ho same legal recourse, privilege and priority of 
pOlhee. l' 1 IT l' r', 1 11 'd r . 1 . . h d lypo: E·C 2.S ~e;: :l,,~esLy wou,e .laVe ,1<1 lor any ng<lt extmgulS e 
by such commutr.tiol', 0:>' fer ,') J ~eclUi.ty and recovelJ' of any anears of seigniorial 
dues accrued 1: C 0)re 'iLl::' con.mutation, re1ea.38 and extinguishment may have been re­
Remedies sayetl to ,:uirec1) 0;: in ccny Y,';S8 tu de'~tl'Oy, alter or affect the remeelies and 
the crOW12. '" 

recourse at hw whlch Her Majesty, her hell'S and successors might 
bwllllly have hac1 or have CQkel: for the T8~nvel'y of the same if ~uch commutation, re­
lea"o and oxtinguislnnent hadllOt been made and obtained, but that all and every the 
lawful ri::;ht3, hYl'(dwques, privileges, actions, demands, recourse and remedies in that 
behalf of Her i'lIaje,ty, he:r heirs and successors, be and the same are hereby saved 
and maintaineu. 

Rute of lcd, ct 'emfGs 
pn<t and future Ii­
mit.·d. 

VII. And be it enacted, That there shall not, for anears of lod~ 
~t Uizt£) accrued and due to Her l\Iaje .. ty at the time of the pass-
1I1g hereof, or hei'eaftel' to become due accorelinO" to law fi)r each 

. • b 

mutatIOn 11l the mvJlership of any lands and tenements situate 
In Queuec. . h' h . f 

WIt 111 t e Clty 0 Quebec, and of which, with the buildings thereon 
erected, the yahe shall be or e:,:cced the sum of five hund:red pounels, be uemanded or 
exacted more than one twentieth of the price and consideration for each sale or con-
veyance of any such bnds and tenements' nor rOI' eacll an 1 e t" h 

• •• , 11 (very mu atlOn In t e 
ownershlp ?f. any lands or tc1temcnts in any censive of the crown 
out of the lunns of the said city, JlUll there 1e exacted or elemanded 
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mOl e than one sixteenth part of the price and consideration of the sale and conveyance 
of snch last mentioned lands and tenements; nor for each and every mutation in 
ownership in any lands or tenements situate within the limits of the said city of 
Quebec, of which with the buildings thereon erected the value shall be less than five 
hundred pounds currency, shall there be exacted or demanded more than one sixteenth 
part of the price and consideration for each sale or conveyance thereof; and further, 

Time allowed for 
the payment (If lods 
et ventes in quebec, 
exceeding £40. 

that all and every such arrears of lads et 'centes accrued and due 
within the said city to Her Majesty at the time of the passing of this 
act, according to the respective rates aforesaid, shall not be demand­
able from any person or persons owing the same personally, or 

hypothecarily, nor shall any such person or persons indebted as aforesaid to a gTeater 
amo.l1lt than forty pounds currency be compellable to pay the same, except within 
seven years from the day when this act shall come into effect, in seven equal and annual 

, instalments: Provided always, that in default of any person or per-
PrOVISO as to de- . . 

fault in payment of sons to pay any ll1stalment or ll1stalments after the same ~hall 
instalments, become due, the whole of such arrears of lods et ventes, according 
to the rates aforesaid, or the remaining unpaid instalments thereof, shall become and 
be immed~atcly payable to, and demandable on the part of Her Majesty by the proper 
officer, from the person 0,' persons who shall owe the same. 

Commutation mo­
nies to form a sepa­
rate fund: a"'counts 
to be laid before the 
legislature. 

VIII. And be it enacted, That all monies arising from commu­
tations pursuant to this act shall go to and constitute a separate fund 
to be called" The Commutation of Temrres Fund" (those arising 
from the Jesuits Estates being kept always apart and distinct) and 

accounted for, and funded in such manner as may be provided j and that an annual 
report of all such commutions in detail shall annually be laid before both houses of the 
legislature at each session thereof, and that the first report shall be made at the now 
next ensuing session of the same. 

Lands commuted 
into free and COlU­

mon soccage to be 
subject to the snmc 
pl'ovisiom of law 
in certain caSeS as if 
held in jranc-alcu 
roturier. 

IX. And be it enacted, That all lands, real and imme.veable pro­
perty, the tenure of which shall have been so as aforesaid commuted 
under this act, or any other law in force in this province, into the 
tenure in free and comr.ilon soccage, shall be subject to the laws 
heretofore in fOi'ce in that part of the province formerly Lower 
Canada with respect to testamentary dispositions, and to the grant, 

bargain, sale, alienation, conveyance, disposal of, and descent of lands therein, and to 
the partitioning thereof among co-heirs. when the same are not devised by last will 
and testament, dower and other rights of married women in such lands, in the same 
manner and to all intents and purposes as if held en jranc-alett 1'oturicr; any law 
heretofore to the contrary in any,vise notwithstanding. 

Rights of tho X. And be it enacted, That nothing herein contained shall apply 
crown and of other to or affect, or be construw to affect in any manner the rights of Her 
parties not to be af-
fected, unless 81'0- :Majesty, her heirs or successors, or of any person or persons, body 
cially mentioned. corporate or politic, other than such as are specially mentioned 

in this act, it not being thereby intended to alter or distw'b any incumbrance, charge 
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, " ki d h t1 an such as are hereinabove specified, to which the land 
or lIabIlIty of any n ot er I 'd 

h 
hereof shall have been so as aforesal commuted, may, 

or real property, t e tenure w , 
, t all" at the time of commutation, have been subject, 

preY'l' 'us 0 u 

SCHEDULE. 

Form rif the acte or deed of commutation referred to in this ad, 

Bdi,re W;, the undersigned notaries public for that part of the province of Canada 

C J ' 't· t in the said province, came and 
hen'tuli'1'e Lower alla a, re,}( lllg a 

1 , ro °, l'Jl'll~ I'll the the officer duly appointed for 
apP";ll'l'C ' , ' ' , ' 
the pUlT",ses hereinafter mentIOned (or the. ' agent lor the fief and selg-
lliory of , appe~'taining to Her lVIaJesty (a~ the case m~y be), 
whn, Oil the request to him made hy (name, occupatIon and resIdenc~), a palty to 
I hese preseut', aHd appem;ng ,II ,n hefore us the said notaries, ~o grant ~lm (or them), 
in conformity with the act hereinafter mentioned of the Impenal Parhament, and of 
the act ofth~ lerrislature oft11i8 proyincl', passed in the year of Her 
Majesty's Rei;, aJj(1 intituled (title of this act), a commutation, release and extin­
f\uishmcnt of amI from the droit de 10ds etl'Clltcs, cens et rcntes, and an feudal and 
~eirTJ1iorial burthl'llS what"oever to \\'hich he (or they) may be subjected in respect of 
a l~t of land (or the ~l'yeral lots of land) "'hereof he is (or they are) proprietor and 
po",e"",,!' (01' propl;etors <J,nd PO:"s0",or>'.) situate in the seigniory of 
and dL'scrilw,l in the title-deed n±,him (or them) the said as follows: 
(Take in a description of the lot or lots.) 

The said (lot or lots) appel'taining to the said A by whom (it was or they were) ac­
quired ~l'om B b)' deed, &c" and free from arrears of seigniorial dues up to this date 
(or being charged with the sum of £ for arrears of cens et rentes and lads et 
~'ciltcs, according to account thi" day adjusted), by these presents acting for and in the 
name of Her i\Iaje~ty, pur~uant to the aforesaid act of the legislature of this proviuce, 
hath, from this day, ti,r ewl' aC(luitted, released and discharged the said (lot or lots) 
ofland of and from all droits de lads ct !'ClLles, cens et rentes, d1'oit dc banalite de moulin, 
de rctr((lt, anel all the feudal and ficigniorial rights whatsoever, to which the said (lot 
or lots) may be subject 01' liabk, so that by these presents the tenure of the said 
(lot or lots) of land is from this day for ever convel'ted into that of free and common 
:"ccage,. in conformity with the act passed by the parliament of the United Kingdom 
l\l the tlurd year flf the reign of His late lYlajesty King George the Fourth, intituled: 
"An act to regulate. the trade of the provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, and for 
other purposes relatll1g to the said proyinces," and shall never aO'ain be held and pos­
sessed by the said A, (his or their) heirs and assigns under an; other tenure what­
~oc\'er, 

. The ,said ~ommutation, release and discharge were thus made and rrranted for and 
III consIderatIOn of the sum of (r ' , h d ' 0,. , 

d 
' lor ll1~tance, one un red and eIght pounds, SIX shlllll1gs 

an Clght pence) lawful curr t r 'd ' , en moneyalOl'CSal , to W!t: (eIght pounds, six shiilings 
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and eight pence) cunent money aforesaid, the principal sum representing the sum of 
ten shillings cunent money aforesaid, the amount of the cens et rentes payable in res­
pect of the said lot or lots by virtue of and under the deed of concession, and the sum 
of (one hundred pounds) CUTI'ent money aforesaid, being the proportion due to the 
crown of the sum of (two thousand pounds) CUTI'ent money aforesaid, at which the.said 
lot was (or lots were) estimated by private agreement sanctioned by His Excellency 
the governor general (or person administering the government of this province for the 
time being), or according to estimate of C. and D., arbitrators chosen by the parties, 
as will appear by their report dated , filed and of record in the office of the 
prothonotary of Her Majesty's court of Queen's Bench for the district of which 
said sum of (one hundred and eight pounds, six shillings and eight pence) "\-vas forth­
with paid, and the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged (or is to remain at a quit 
rent (1"Cntc constituee 'rachetrible it toujours) , redeemable in payments of not less than 
(twenty-five pounds or fifty pounds) each (or is payable at the end of two, three, four, 
&c., years), with legal interest to be paid thereon annually. 

As to the arrears above mentioned, the said A obliges himself (or oblige themselves) 
to pay them (describe the terms of payment) with legal interest or ·wi.thout interest 
(as the case may be). 

For the security of the payment of the said anears and commutation money to Her 
Majesty, her heirs or successors, reserve is hereby made, without any novation or de­
rogation whatever, of the same legal recourse, privileges and priority of hypothec as 
Her Majesty, her heirs and successors would have had for any dmit de lods et rcntcs, 
ct cens et rentes, or other rights extinguished by the present commutation and repre­

sented by the said sum. 

Done and passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
day of the month of 

on the 

The said 
read. 

having signed with us notaries, these presents being first duly 

CAP. XLIX. 

An act to amend the act passed in the eighth year of Her Majesty's reign, intituled, 
" An act the better to facilititate Optional Commutation 0/ the tenure 0/ land en 
roture, in the seigniol'ies and fiefs in Lowel'-Canada, into that of franc-alleu rotu-

rier." 

[30th May, 1849.] 

Preamble. WHEREAS by the law of Lower-Canada, a fine has always been 
payable to the sovereign, upon the acqui~iti~n, by any religi~1lB 

or ecclesiastical community, or other corporate body of an~ se.lgnlOry or fie~ therem, 
as an indemnity for the loss eX the casual profits of such selgnlOry or fief, m conse-
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quence of the ,'ame being thereafter helel in mortmain; a~d whereas it is neither just 
nor expedient tklt such religious or ecclesiastical commrmty, 0: other corpor.ate body, 
atter IHlYint:; paid ,;uch nne 01' indemnity, or after the same Imvmg be(m graclOusly re­
mitted to them by Hnr l\bjt"ty or any of her roy[~l predecesso~s or snCC,l:~sors, should 
be liable to pay a further fine or indemnity upon the commuta~IO~ ofthe,~(;nllre of any 
lalld held elt r,]lllI'( in any snch seigniory or fief; and whcre~b 1 ~ IS eX),(':'I:-'J,', to amend 
Act 8 Vic. c, 4:) cit- an act r',ssed in the eighth year of Her l\1[ljC.-.ty's reign, intituled, 
eJ. All act the br/tcr to facilitate optiof/nl comml:tu,ion (:( the tenure of 

lands en ruture, in the sn',jnimies lind fiefs in Lo:cer-Canadu, illt.O that if franc-alleu 
ruturiL'r, in this particular, and abo in so far as the same unnecessarily imposes upon 
the vas;,,,ls (('emitazres) of such religious or ecclesiastical communities or other corpo­
rate bodie", holding seigniories or fiefs in mortmai!l in Lower-Canada, sonditions ani) 
restrictions as to the commutation of the tenure of their lands, more onerous than 
those imposeel upon the vassals (censitaires) of other seigniories : Be it therefore en­
aeted by the Queen's l\Ie 1St Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the legiolative council and of the legislative assembly of the Province of Canada, con­
stituted and assembled by virtue of and uncler the authority of an act passed in the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, An 
act to )"c-lIl1itc the p)"{yvillcCS of Upper and Lon'C)"-Canad(~, and foJ' the goverment of 
(.'(1} w cia , and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that so much of the 
C~rtain parts of the said act as requires, or may be construed to require, that any reIi-
BUllI actR rebtlllt'T to . 
Ol'iC!niories ,nIll fiefs glOUS or ecclesiastical community, or other corporate body in Low_ 
helll h~, religious

l 
er-Canada, holding in mortmain seiQTIiOIies or fiefs therein, should 

COllllnUlllt]('~ alIl . . 0 

corporate bOllies re- gIye m to the receiver-general of this province any authentic copy 
peall,d, ft' 1 d" f h . . f . ? any no ana agreement execute III VIrtue 0 t e prOVISIOns 0 

the ~Uld act, or.be hab~e to pay over into the hands of the said receiver-general, any 
pO.rtIOn. of the mdemrnty, commutation money, or consideration received or to be re­
cClYe,d III pursu~nce of any such agreement, or incur any pendty or forfeiture for ne­
~lectlllg or refuslllg so to do, and also so much of the said act as enacts that the commllta­
non, ~f any seign~oria~ rights held in mornnain shall Le a.;eompanied by the same for­
:ahtJes as the ahen~t1on of any immoveable property of the same party, and provides 

at such commutatlOn shall be made for an annual rent, and not otherwise, be and the 
same are hereby repealed. 

Further provision as II A db' d . 
to. cO.ln';lutation of . . n. e It enacte , that the commutatIOn of any seigniorial 
8h",\,,\":onal r~ghts nghts held 1Il mortmain, or by auy corporation in Loy-er-Canada 

" l m mortmam b . I , 

d . . may e made WIthout having previously obtained authority for so 
:)il1_~ ~nd that no other formality need be observed than such as is required in the 

tranbler of real property fr _ 
b d . ~m one perbon to another; and that such commutation may 

e rna e for any consideratIOn that rna b - d ' 
considerati h 11 bye agree upon; and that no pOltIOn of such 

on s a e payable to Her Majesty, her h~irs and successor". 
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the credit of those concerned ..•• " •• " •. " .......... " ...... " •••.... 

Ordinance which sets aside and dismisses the pretensions of the Srs. Marcot and 
Chastenay to arrogate to themselves the right of fishing in front of their land, 
reserved by Mr. Robineau, seignior of Portneuf, and wllich permits the Sieur 
de Croisille, son in law of the Sieur Robineau, to farm the saiJ right to them, 
at the rate of four hogsheads (bariques) of eels per annum ..•.•..• , ' •..••• 

Ordinance which condemns the Sieur Gachet, agent for the seignior de la Duran. 
taye, to cause tho lands of the inhabitants of the said seigniory t~ be bound.ed 
without delay, and which suspends the payment of the rents untIl boundanes 

88 

89 

91 

92 

94 

96, 

97 

shall have been placed, &c., &c .••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.••.••••••• 10~ 

Ordinance condemning the SieuT Pierre Tremblay to concede to the Sieur Gontier 
] 2 arpent8 of land in front by 40 arpf'nts in depth, upon the condition that h~ 
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f t t tIle rate of G li/"'I"es currency of the country, or 4 do pay the arrears 0 ren a . 
. 1 fl<'rance and 6 capons or .J. lzvres, 10 sols and 9 de-lures 10 so s currency 0, .' . 
. f tach year and to enve lum a deed of concessIOn nlcrs 0 eens per arpen , e , 0-

thereof ••.•••••.••••• , •.•..•• , •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 102 

O d· II' tl Sieur Beaudoin to clear, for the Widow Beaudoin, his r mance compe mg lC • 
. . I I land upon the new en"ant to her made, as there IS on SIster In aw, as muc 1 0-. • 

the lot cut off from her farm by the seignior ofRepentlgIlJ, and of whIch the 
8aid Beaudoin was in possestiion .................................... 103 

Ordinance between the Sieur Gastin and the Sieurs Peyre and Becquet, respect-
ina the cod fishery in the RiYer de la ~Iagdelaine, in the Grande-Vallee-des­
l\I~nts-Xt)tre-Dame and at L'Anse a l'Etang, leased to the Sieur Gastin alone, 
by lVIessieurs Sarrazin and Lajus ....••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

Ordinance maintaining the Sicur Gosselin in the possession of the domain of Mon­
Louis, in preference to all others; and prohibiting the Sieur de Ia Coudraye 
to distw"b him therein, on pain of a fine of one hundred Heres applicable to 

104 

the H6tel-Dieu •••••••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• " • " 110 

Ordinance reuniting to the domain of the Sienr de Varennes the land of one La­
palme, and condemning the said seignior to indemnify the said Lapalme, for 
the work by him done on the said land, to be estimated by experts, and pro­
hibiting the said Lapalme to Jisturb the said Sieur de Varennes in the en-
joyment of the said land ..•.•••••••••.••••.• " •••••••••• " ••••••••.•• 

Ordinance prohibiting all s(,igniors and all inhabitants, carters, carpenters, wheel­
wrights, coopers, joiners, gunsmiths and other tradesmen, to cut, fell and 
carry away any wood upon and from the lands and seigniories of others, on 
pain ofa fillL' of 100 1iues agaiu,:t the contravening party, and of corporal pu­
nishment against those who shall not have it ill their pmyer to repair the 
damages by theln occasioned ..••.••••.••••••••.•.•••••••••••••••••••• 

Ordinance wllich reunite.> to the domain of the Sieur Lcvrard the lands of ~e\"eral 
inhabitants therein namcd, ill consequence of their not having actually settled 
and residl·d thereon j lind \yhi .. h permits him to grant the said lands to others; 
and moreover, condemning the said inhabitant., to pay to the said Sieur Le­
nard, the rosts and expenses, hy bim incurred in the premises, &c., &c .•• 

Ordimc]ce made between the Sicllr de Rigauville seignior of Bellechasse and his 
tenants, who are condemned to pay their cens et rCiltes conformably to their 
~ecd" in;tead ofpa:;ing them with a deduction of one quarter as they pretend, 
III consequence of the reduction of the monnaie de cartes .• •••••••.••••••• 

OrJinance bv w' i h T' th/ P 'P' P l' ] E . . n C lmo 'u arr..." n~que ou mane ; tlCnne Morel are con. 
l:cmneJ, by default, to pay to the Sieur de Rigauville the arrears of cens et 
Tcntes they owe and to a £ i . . I c. f fi l ' , , ,e graona unc 0 ve so s ... ............... . 
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mance W IC confirms another ordinance of Mr Raudot r 1 t' h b ' , , ,e a mg to t e oun-
dary hnes of the selgmory of Ste, Anne; which orders that the island called 
St, Igna~e, and all t~e other iSland,s, in front of the sai,d seigniory, shall belong 
to the 8Ieur de la Perade, and whICh condemns the 8Ieur Dorvilliers the 
'f " , ' pro-

pneto~ 0 part ?fthe saId selgmory, to pay the cens et rentes, for the lands he 
owns In the saId Island of St, IgnfJ,ce, to the said Sieur de la Perade, and 
to take a deed of concession, &c" &c,................................ 130' 

Ordinance which maintains as good and valid the seizure of the grain of the cu­
rate and inhabitants of Ste. Anne (de la Perade) in the hands of the miller 
of St. Piene, (des Becquets), and which forbids them to take their grain to 
any other mIll than that of the seigniory of 8te. Anne, on pain of confiscation 
of the same and of the payment of a fine, and of payng toll, droit de rnouturc, 
and which condelll1ls them to the costs of seizure, summons and travellinO" 

b' and to a fine, _____________________________________ _ 
133 

JudgnIent lendered upon the complaint of the inhabitants of Grollllines, ordeling 
that the wind mill of the said parish of Grondines, be examined by meu of 
skill, and which names Messrs_ Proteau and PelTault to fulfil that duty. . . .. 137 

Ordinance which reunites to the domain of the seigniory of the Sieur Charles Le­
gardeur, called Portneuf, the farm of Robert Germain, by reason of his not 
residing upon it, in conformity with the decree of the Council of'State of the 
'11th July 1711, and which permits the said wignior to concede it to whom 
he may please, and which forbids all per80ns v'om opposing his being put in 
possession thereof. •••••••••••••..•.•. " .•••...••..•.••....•.••.••.• 

Ordinance prohibiting the Sieur Hamelin, seignior of St. Charles-des-Roches des 
Grondines, from disturbing the Sieur Nicolas Rivard, inhabitant of his 
seigniory, in the possession and enjoyment of a farm which he has sold to 
him, on account of the right of fishing, under pain of all co,',t." damages 

and interests, ••••.••.••••••••••••• •··•·•·••··•·•·•••••·••••·••··•• 

Execution against one Brisson, miller of the seigniory of St, Picn~, condemning 
him to a fine of five livres, with costs and expunsc,,,, for havmg refused to 
obey the ordinance of the 10th July ?ast, ~njoi,nil1g him ,to return to, the Si('ur 
de Ia Perade the grain and flour seIzed m hIS pOSSeSt3lO~l, belongmg to the 
curate and inhabitants of the seigniory of St. Anne (Laperacle) ••.•..••.•.• 

O d' 1 '1 't' CI' all persons from molesting the Sicur Sarrazin and his asso-
I" mance pro 1101 mo ' 

, 11' respect of the working of a qualTy of slate, as 111 respect of clates, as we In 
the cod fisheries in his seigniory, .................................... . 

O d ' h' 1 d lares tIlat the inhabitants of the seigniory of Bellechasse r Inance W IC I ee " 
h 1 - th . lallds and that the said lands shall be re-umted to the domam ave ost 811' ., ' " , 

f h 'd ' 'ry unless they reside on the same wlthm the tIme pres-o t e Sal SeIgnlO , , ' , 
'b db 1 'd ordinance and wInch orders that tbe saId orc1mance be cn e y t 10 sal, , ,_ , 

d h d f the Church of the saId SCICl'J1]Ory, ••••••••••••••••••••• rca at t e oar 0 "" • 
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, b}' h L ' Durand and Nicolas Huyot dit St, Laurent, and others, 
OrJll,lance, Y W lIc

f 
h O~l,~, of Tilly are declared to have fOlfeited their pro-

InhabItants 0 t C bClgnlOry, . " , 
-, d l' -united to the domain of the saId selgl1l0ry, III default 

pertles, an t Ie same re , , 'b d d h' h 
"d' the same wlthm the delay prescn e an W 1C 01'-of theIr resl mg upon 'd ' 
h d' f' the said ordinance at the church door of the sal SCI" ders t e rea mg 0 

, ••. " •••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 145 gmory .. ' , , , , - , , , - , - . 

O d' bl' , g the Widow and heirs Gonthier, and other inhabitants, to take r mance 0 19'111 , 

titles from the Sieur Tremblay, seignior of Eboulements, subject to the same 

I thooe nlentioned in the ordinance of Monsieur Begon of the 18th C lar"e8 as 0 

of AO ril 1713, and set forth in the said ordinance, under penalty of re-union 
p 'd ' , to the domain of the sal selgnlOr, ••..••••.•••••••..•••••..•••••••.•• 

Ordinance confirming a former ordinance of Mr, Begon of the 25th July 1723, pro­
hibiting the ;-;ieurs Marcot and Chastcnay, inhabitants of the barony of Port­
neur, froll! molesting the Sieur Croisille, seignior and proprietor of the same, 
in the enjoyment of the right of fishing which he has in front of their lands, 
under penalty of a fine of five livres, with damages, interest and costs ••••• 

Ordinance which, upon the rcpresentation of the seigniors of Islc Jesus, adjuges 
that their tenants shall pay their rents in JjyC caponR, or twenty sols for each 
capon, at the option of the said seigniors and not of the said tenants •••.•••. 

Ordinance confirming the ordinances of Messrs, Raudot, the elder and the younger, 
of the 26th June 1707 and 11th June 1709, homologating the report orMr, 
Raimbault, and enjoining Jean Lamoureux and others, inhabitants of the sei­
gniory ofBouchervil1e, to fence in the common, under penalty ofa fine of ten 
lieres against contravening parties, •..•••..•.••••..•••.•••••.•••••••.• 

Ordinance requi1~ng all the inhabitants of the seigniories of Bouchel'\'ille and of 
l\Iontal'Yille, to exhibit, within three months from the date of the last pubIl­
cation, to the Sieur Boucher, their seignior, the location tickets and deeds of 
concession of the lands in their possession in the said seigniories, and those 
who have none to take them within the same period ..................... . 

Ordinance cO,ndemning Etienne Dumay, Jean Lesueur and Baptiste Poirier to 
pay to :;\Icolas Boucher, priest, and Demoiselle Louise Boucher, his sister, 
the eCJ1S et rentes of the lands conceded to them by way of constituts toO"ether 

'I h ' b Wit 1 t e arrears thereofup to this day .•••••.••••.•••.••• " •••.••••••• 

Ordinance e~oining ~h~ inh~bi,tants of the seigniory of Beloeil and barony of 
Lo~gueU!l, to exhIbit, wlthm three months from the last publication of the 
nrdmance, to Charles Lelllo' b< , f L ' , " 
I ' , 1I1e, alon 0 ongueml, theIr se1gnlOr, the 
o~atl,on tIckets and deeds of concession of the lands they hold in the said 
~el O'lllory and baron d tl I 
d t y, an lose w 10 have none to take them within the same 

e ay ... It •• II •• II •• II •• II ••• 
••••••••••••••••••••• c •••••••••••••• 
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Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants ot the seigniories of the Da d Th' . me e leman, 
from cuttmg wood or tapping the maple tree upon the said seigniories, without 
her leave, ~nder a penalty of twenty livrcs against the offenders to be paid 
to the fabnque of the parish of Masca. . • • • • • . •• • . • • . • • . . • • . . • . . . . . • • •• 153 

Ordinance allowing the Sieur Jean Louis de Lacorne to have the land of the 
~Iein:; of the late Antoine Emery Caudere sold to the highest and last bidder, 
masmuch as they do not put it under cultivation .•..••..•.•.••••••.•••. " 154, 

Ordi~ance. which, upon the complaint of the Dame de Ramezay, prohibits the 
mhabltants of Saurel from sending their grain to be ground elswhere than at 
her mill, until they shall have waited forty-eight hours at her said mill, under 
penalty of a fine of 10 li-m'es to be paid to the fabrique .••••••••.. " •••••• 155 

Ordinance allowing the Sieur Louis Lepage, of Ste. Claire, seignior of Terrebonne 
(representing the Sieur Daulier Deslandes), to continue his settlements to 
the depth of two leagues beyond the depth of his said seigniory, to take out 
timber and make such roads as may become necessary for the taking out of 
the same, with prohibition to all persons to trouble him.. • • .. • . •. • . •. • • . .. 155 

Ordinance which, upon the representation of the Sieur J. Bte. Boucher, seignior 
ofChambly, enjoins 39 inhabitants of the said seigniory to reside (tenir feu 
£i; lieu) upon the lands conceded to them in the said seigniory, and to culti­
vate them within 8 months, after which time they will be re-united to the 
domain of the said seigniory .••••.•.•••..••...••.•.....•. _ .... ___ ... _ 

Ordinance condemning, by default, Godin, Lefevre, Franyois and Jean Le Ro­
cher and Vesines, inhabitants of Neuville, to carry their grain to be ground 
to the mills of the said seigniory, and to pay the toll of the grain they may 
have had growld elsewhere within the last 2 years, according to estimation, 
and prohibiting them from thenceforth carrying their grain to be gronnd else­
where, under penaltyofa fine of 10 livres and of paying toll (dmit de 71wuture) 
upon such grain ••...•••.••••••••••••.•.........•......•...•••.•• 

Ordinance allowing the inhabitants of St. Michel de la Durantaye to build a mill 
to grind their grain, in default of the Sieur Dauteuil, agent of the said place, 
immediately making the necessary repairs to the old mill •••..•...•..•...• 

Ordinance condemning the inhabitants of Port-Joly to pay the arrears of cens et 
rentes since 1725, and a capon in kind or in money, according to the choice 
of the Sieur De Gaspe, seignior of the said Port-Joly, for each acre, accord­
ing to their location tickets or deeds of concession, and ordaining that all the 
inhabitants who have no deeds, shall be bound to obtain such deeds, and 
furnish copies to the seignior ••••.••••.•..• , ..•..••...•....•.••• " •.• 

Ordinance which reunites to the domain of the Sieur de Rigauville, seignior of 
Bellechasse, the lands of several inhabitants, for having neglected to reside 
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upon the lands concedod to thorn, within the time prescribed by the ordi 
nance which had granted them a delay of 9 months to do so •••••••••••••• 162 

Ordinance prohibiting all persons from shooting upon the islands caned" Isles­
am:-Oie~, aux Grues, au Canot, SteM Marguerite and Glosse-Isle," on 
pain ofa fine oflO liv1'es, and of confis~ation of their arms and canoes tl) tho 
profit of the Sieur de Tonville, seignior of the said islands .•.••••.••••••.• 163 

Ordinance prohibiting any pE'rsnn from shooting and fishing upon the property of 
the ~ieur de Senneville in the i~lanc1 called St. Paul, under a penalty of 10 
liv1'es payable to the General Hospital of Montreal, and on pain of confiscation 
of their arms and fishing tackle to the profit of the said Siour do Senneville.. 164 

J udQ1nent rrrantinrr a certain 1'io-ht of fishinO' to the widow Vachon, provided it be 
o b b 0 ,:, 

not prejudicial to the seignior, and condemning her to pay two thirds of tho 
expenses, and Noel Giroux to pay the other third .............. ·····•··· 164 

Permission granted to the Sieurs Le Page and De Bleury, to cause to be cut down 
upon sew)"'ll ,;cigniOl'ics 2000 cubic feet of oak timber, to build a ship of 500 
Vms for the I-:ing's se)"yice ..•. " ••..•..•.• " . • . . . • • . . • • . . . • . •• • • •• • •• 165 

Ordinance which maintains the Sieur de St. Fran~ois in the enjoyment of the right 
granted to him, and his predecessors, by deeds dated the 20th April 1662, and 
28th October 1678, and ,,-hich prohibits any- person from fishing within 
the limits of his land" islands and beaches, the islands caned" Iles Percees," 
and those in the chanel called" Chenal du Moine," &c., 011 pain of 10 livres 
fine again~t the contraycning parties, and of confiscation of their nets, canoes 
and other fishing implements .•. " •.••..•••...•..••••••.•••••••• '. • •• 166. 

Ordinance which e,tablishes the limits of the right of fishing of the Sieur Crevier, 
seignior uf :)t. Fra!1(;:oi~, and which gives permission to his inhabitants to 
a.gr~e with him for an annual rent for the privilege of fishing within the said 
hmIts .•.•...•......................•.••..........•..•..••.••..•.•• 171 

Ordinance enjoining the Sieur Savarit to place a regular miller in his mill, to keep 
scales and stamped weights therein, and allowing the inhabitants to carry 
their grain to be ground elsewhere, after leaving it at the said mill for twice 
twenty-four hours, &c.............................................. 172 

Ordinance condemning the inhabitants of Portneuf to furnish to the Sieur Charles 
Le Gardeur de Croisille, copies of their deeds of concession within a month, 
and. those ':ho haye llone, to take them within the same delay, and also 
furnIsh COplOS, under the terms therein contained, and condelnninO" them 
~ls.o to pay dthe arrears of cens et rentcs, according to the old deeds, the "'corvees 

emg only emandable for the current year ............................ 17~ 

Ordina~ce. prohibiting the Sieur Joseph Roy from receiving the inhabitants ofthe 
setgmory of Beaumont at the mill built by him in the seigniory of the Dame 
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de Vincennes, unless they have permission in writing from the Sieur de 
Beaumont, under a penalty oflO livres, and enjoining the said Sieur de Beau­
mont to put his mill in a condition to make good flour, and have scales in it. 176 

Ordinance prohibitin~ all the inhabitants from cutting down and carrying away 
any wood for thel~ own use, upon the unconceded lands of the seigniory of 
Beaumont and Vmcennes, other than the quantity necessary for the building 
of the church of St. Etienne de Beaumont. • • . • • • •• • • •• • • • • . • • • •• . • .• • .• 177 

Ordinance granting to the Dame widow Poisson, proprietress of the fief of Gent illy, 
a delay of 2 years to build a banal mill in the said fief. . • . . • • • • . . . • • . • • •• 178 

Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants living near the farm of Michel Billy, at Gen­
tilly, and other persons, £i'om fishing in front of the said farm, upon penalty, 
against the offenders, of all costs, damages and interests, and of a greater 
penalty, if it be found necessary. • • •. • • .• • • .• • • . • • • • • • . . . • • • • • • . . • . •• 179 

Ordinance declaring the offers made by Pierre Lanouette to Mr. de la Perade, 
seignior of Ste. Anne, good and valid, and in default of the said seignior ac­
cepting the lods et ventes, anears of cens et TClites offered, the said Lanouette 
well and duly discharged therefrom, and the present ordinance to be a titre-
nouvel and seizin to him .................. _ ....................... o. 179 

Ordinance condemning the inhabitants of the seigniory of Steo Anne to pay to the 
Sieur Dauteuil the cens et rentes and lads et ·vcntcs they owe him within one 
month from the signification of these presents, and condemning thoce inte­
rested in the porpoise fisheries established in the said seigniory, to give him 
the tenth part of the oil produced from the said fisheries, under penalty, &c .• 181 

Ordinance dismissing the petition of the Siem Fran\,ois Antoine Pecaudy de Con­
trecceur, seignior of part of the seigniory d'Eschaillon~, and maintaining the 
SieuT Franyois Courtois in the possession and enjoyment of the land con­
ceded to him, under the term2, ems et rCllies and stipulated in his deed of the 

7th January 1724 .............. ···· ... ····························· 182 

Ordinance dismissing the conclusions of the petition of the Sieur Frauyois Gos­
selin, and maintaining the Sieur Piene N cau dit Bernard in the possession 
and enjoyment of a fishery he had reserved to himself in the deed of sale of 
his land in favor of the said Gosselin .•...•..••.•••••. 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 185 

Ordinance granting to the Sieur Jean Des Roches, an il~habitant ofD~ma~re, a 
delay of8 days to produce the title of his land, and m default of hIS domg so 
within the said delay, condemning him to pay one year of arrears due by 
him, at the rate of 1 sol for each arpent in superficies, and 1 capon for each 

arpent in front by 30 in depth, &c •..•••••.• •···••••·•·•··•·••······• 181 

O d
o I I' tOng the report of the Sieur Boiscler, grand-voyer, and order-r mance :lomo oga 1 • • 

o p. J and Andre Robitaille, and other mhabitants, to take from mg 18rre, ean 
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J\Ii:;s Peunet] their deeds of concession of the lands granted to them .in the 
seigniory of Gaudan-ille, subject to the cens et rentes ordered by HIs Ma­
jetity, to wit: 1 sol of eens for each arpent in front, a~d 1 sol of rent~ for each 
arpent in superfilies, and 1 capon o~ 20 sols, accordmg to the chOIce of the 
said Miss Peuvret, for each arpent III front •.•. - .. " •.. - ••...•.•••••••. 188 

Ordinance prohibiting all persons from hunting, or cutting and carrying away 
wood and hay from l'Isle-alL"X.-Oies, belonging to the Religious Ladies of the 
Hutcl-Dieu of Quebec, 'lnder pain of a fine of 10 livres, and ofa heavier pe-
nalty for the second offence .•••.•... - .....•... " ...•••.••.••.••..... 190 

Ordinance enjoining the Sieur Charles Couillard, seignior of Beaumont, upon a 
report of experts, immediately to place in the mill of the said seigniory a 
miller "kilful in his trade, and until that time, allowing the inhabitants to 
take their grain to be ground where they please •...•..••.. " ••••.•.•••. 191 

Decree touching the contestations between the proprietors of t l 18 Mingan Islands 
and the inhabitants on the mainland, opposite the said islands. • . .• • . .• . .. 192 

Ordinance prohibiting the proprietors of the seigniories of the Lac des Deux­
l\Iontagnes, l'Isle Bizard, and others in ,he neigbourhood, from cutting down 
the oak timber fit for the building of the King's ships, upon the said seignio­
rics , under pain of a fine of 10 livres for each oak tree they may have cut. _ 194 

Onlinance for the preservation of red pine trees (fit for the mast of His Majesty's 
yessds), gro,,:ing in the neigborhood of Lake Champlain and on the banks of 
the river Richelieu, in the seigniory of Sorel, and prohibiting the cutting of 
any such trees, under a penalty of 50 livres for each tree so cut, and of 
double that sum in the case of a second offence. _______ ....•.... __ . . . .. 195 

Ordinance which, upon the petition of the missionaries and tenants of the seig­
niory of Contrecceur, grants act to the S;3ur de Contrecceur, the younger, 
co-seignior, of his offer, and permits him to erect a grist-mill in the said 
seigniory, the right of banalite, in all the said seigniory, having been trans­
felTed to him by all the other co-seigniors .••.••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 196 

Ordinance forbidding the inhabitants of Beauport to pass on the domain of the 
Sieur Duchesnay, under a penaJ::y of 3 livres, and ordering them to pass 
through the old road, without, however, cutting or carrying away any wood 
upon the lands on either side, on pain of the penalty established by law •••• 199 

Ordinan:e co~demning all the inhabitants of the seigniory of i \rgentenay to have 
t~eIr gra:n ground at the mill of the sz"l seigniory, under a penalty of 10 
h\~"es agamst the contravening parties, the ~aid penalty payable to the fa­
bnque of I3t. Fran9ois, and also condemning several inhabitants, therein 
na~ed, t') pay to tLe Sieur Jolin, millet, t n (mouture) flJ"' the space of time 
d~"1ng whIch they have abstained from having their wheat ground at the said 
mIll, the said toll to be paid either in wheat or in money, at their option. •. 200 



333 
PACK 

)rder given to NoH Langlois dit Traversy and Pierre Abraham dit Desmarets, 
to go to the head of the River St. Franyois, for the purpose of examinincr the 
the timber fit for the building of vessels and masts; and to make a wl~tten 
report thereon .••..••••••• " •••••.•••..••.••.•.•.•••••.• 0 0 00 ••• 0 0 o. 202 

lecond regulation between the proprietors of the Mingan Islands and the grantees 
on the mainland, opposite the said islands.. • •• . ••. 0 •••• 0 • 0 • 0 •••••• 0 0 '0 203 

~rdinance annulling another ordinance in the form of a regulation, of the month 
of September 1739, and which puts an end to the difficulties and contesta­
tions which have arisen between Dame Widow Pommereau, one of the heirs 
J oliette and Lalande, proprietors of the Mingan Island~ ...• 0 • 0 •••••• 0 • • • •• 204 

Judgment rendered between the Siems Gourdeaux, proprietors of the fie£~ Beau­
lieu and Lagrossardiere, in the Island of Orleans, and the Sieur Noel, an 
inhabitant, proprietor of several lands in the said fief; and condemning the 
latter to pay to the said Gourdeaux, twenty-one years of arrears of cens et 
rentes, with a deduction of one fourth, as therein specified, and to renew his 
deed and acknowledgment, passer titre nou1'el et reconnaissance, in favor of 
the said Gourdeaux.o 0 ........ 0 ....... 0 " ........ 0 ........ 0 .. 0 0 ..... 206 

Ordinance condemning the Siem Etienne Charest to build a grist mill upon the 
River Etchemin, at the village Ste. Genevieve, in the seigniory of Lauzon, 
and obliging the Sieur Charly to contribute to the cost of it according to the 
share belonging to his minor children, co-heirs ofthe said seigniory •. , ..... 

Ordinance which maintains Augustin Roy dit Lanziers, an inhabitant ofSte. Anne 
de la Pocatiere, in the possession and enjoyment of his porpoise fishery, under 
the charges, clauses and conditions contained in the deed of agreement be­
tween him and the Sieur Dauteuil, seignior of a part of the said seigniory, and 
which prohibits one Antoine Gagnon and others, from disturbing him in the 
possession of the said fishery, &co ......... 0 ...... • ... 0 .... • .. •• 0 ... 0. 

Ordinance compelling the Siem Comthiau, acting for Dlle Le~tage, proprietr~sB 
of the seigniory of Berthier, to grant a title to the f~bnque of the ~ansh 
of Berthier, of a lot of land given by Madame de Vlllemur, accordmg to 
a location ticket of the 3rd November 1740, without any charge, save and 
except in the event of the said lot passing into the hands of th~rd .parties, 
in which case such third parties shall be held to pay to the selgnlOr one 
sol of rent by each arpent in superficies, three capons for the whole of the 
grant, and two sols of cens ••.•• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

D do .. 1 °nh bitants of Cap St Ignace to pay the rents which they 
r mance perrmttmg t Ie 1 a o. . h 

h S
· d V' lotte in the current com of the country, WIt a re-

owo to t e leur e mce , . . 

d 
. f d hich orders that they shall furmsh fathve capons, 

uctlOll 0 one quarter, an w h 
or the sum of 22 sols 6 deniers in money for each, as they may c oose •••••• 

219 

221 

223 

226 



l'AliIl 

O 
l' eli tl e 'Inhabitant:> of the Cote Beaupre to exhibit to their rulllance cornman ng 1 . 

seiunior8 the titles of ownership to the lands held by them, and o:-r1enng each 
of ~he said inhabitants to furnish to their said seigniors a copy III due form 
of each of the said titles, under a p('nalty of ten li eres agaillc't those who may 
refuo)e, &c. &, ......••......•..•...•...•••.••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 228 

Ordinance di,mis,ing (110 demand ofthe f',ieurs Dupere et Le Bel, against one 
Fran"ois Levcque of Kamoura~ka, by which they pretend that the fishery 
of th~ said Llh-i"lue extends too far out, that it might cause disastrous 
accic1unts to small YC",:lels and boats, and that it is prejudicial to his 
neighbours .••••..•.•••••••••••••••.••• " ••.••••..•.•••••.••••••••• 229 

Ordinance enjoining the inhabitants of the county of St. Laurent to exhibit to 
Mc"ire Gaillard, priest and seignior of the Isbnd and county of Orleans, 
their title-deeds to the lands held by them in the said seigniory, and ordering 
them to give their said seignior a copy of the same ot their own cost, under 
penalty of a fine of ten livrcs against those who may l'lJLl.'C ••••••••••••••• 231 

Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants of St. Augn,tin to fidl anywhere else but in 
front of their lands, and not to meet together in the meadows of the domain 
of the poor, along the River Cap-Rouge, nor to make fires there and break 
the fence,3, on pain of 50 liVl'es fine, payable to the fabrique of St. An-
gu .tin ..• , ..•••.••.•.•• , •.•••••.••.••• , •••••.•••••••••. , •.••••.•• 232 

Onlinancc which, at the request of the inhabitants of Beaupre, liberates them 
from tIle obligation of procuring to their seigI'iors copies of their titles of 
property, or an ab~tract thereof, &c.................................. 233 

Ordinance which maintains Seraphim De~Tochers in the possession and enjoy­
ment of two l;mds in the seigniory of tlurel, of three arpents in front by 
twentyarpents in depth, charged with a rent of 4livres and 10 sols each, 
granted to him by location tickets, in opposition to the pretensions of Mr. 
de la Colonnene, the agent of the said seigniory, who wanted to have them 
reunited to the domain of the heirs l'bmezay, preprietors of the sa:,} sei-
gniory, &c ........................................................ 234 

Ordinance prohibiting the heirs Gaillard, the Siem J {'hanne and others, pretend­
ing to be proprietors of the fiefS l\1iramicni, l',ipissiguit and Ristigouche, in 
the Baie des Chaleurs, from exacting dues and seigniorial cens et ,·cnt,'.'; from 
fishenm:u and others, inhabitants of 'hu said ph ce", on pain of beinu con­
sidered guilty of extortion and under a penalty of 500 livrcs, payable to 
the Hospitals of Quebec.. • • • • • • . • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 236 

Ordi~ance maintaining the Sieur Jean-Baptiste Dumont in the possession and en­
Joyment. of a land he has acquired from Loui" Lozieres, the proprietor there­
of, by Vl~ue of a location ticket from the Sieur Dauteui1, seignior of the fief 
L.a Pocatll~re, upon the condition of his takinO' an authentic deed of conces-
Bwn at l}i3 own expense, paying the arn:ars ofcens_ct rentes, &c .••••••••••• 237 



335 
DAGE 

Ordinance which permits the Sieur Labrouche, of Gaspe, to take possession of the 
beach which is situate at the extremity of Pointe Verte, and to enjoy the 
same himself, and not otherwise ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.••••. , 238 

Prohibition adressed to Jean Barre, of Pointe Verte, and others, forbidding them 
to exact any seigniorial rights and dues from the inhabitants of Pasbebiak, 
and the ships coming fronl France .•••..•••.•••. " • • • • . . • • • • • . • • • • • • • •• 239 • 

Ordinance resiliating the concession of the b;'ilding lot of Amable Beaudry, in 
the parish of St. Charles de Chambly, granted to him by the Sieur Joseph 
Marchand, seignior of the said place, and condemning the said Sieur Mar­
chand to 200 livres damages in favor of the said Amable Beaudry, with 
interest and costs .••.•.•.•..••..••.•••••••.••••.•.•...••..••.•••••. 239 

Ordinance declaring a wind mill built in the seigniory ofContrecceur, by the Sieur 
Claude Pecaudy de Contrecceur, to be a banal mill, in virtue of the ordinance 
of the 13th February 1742, and prohibiting the Sienr Martel, proprietor of 
the fief St. Antoine in the said seigniory, to receive at his mill any wheat be­
longing to tloe inhabitants, either of the said seigniory or of the said fief, and 
even to grind that coming £i'om his own domain for the subsistence of his 
family anu servants.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• 241 

Ordinance fixing the Gens et rentes, in the town and suburbs of Quebec, at 5 sols, 
6 deniers a year, for each lot of ground, and 1 denier of Gens for each arpent 
in superficies, within the banlieue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 245 

Letters patent cancelling all the grants made by the Sieur de la Mothe Cadillac, 
at the straits of Lake Erie, and allowing the governor and lieutenant·general 
to give new grants to those who have enjoyed in good faith, and have con­
formed to the conditions to which they were obliged .•.................. 246 

Letter of His Majesty Louis, King of France, of the] 6th of April 1719, addressed 
to the Superior Council at Quebec, in relation to the bana1ite of the mill of 
the seigniory of Vince lotte (Cap St. Ignace.) ........................... 247 

Deliberation of the Superior Council by which it appears that the mills, whether 
they be water-mills or wind·mills, which seigniors have built, shall be con-
sidered as seigniorial or banal mills ... '" ............................. 248 

Declaration uf the King, of the 25th March 1730, explanatory of a former decla­
ration of the 5th July 1717, in relation to the Gens et rentes, and other debts 
and dues •••..................•......•....... ··· .... ···.· ......... 249 

Decree of the King's Council of the 4th June 1686, ordering all the seigniors, 
proprietors of Fiefs in New France, to erect banal mills in their fiefs, and in 
default of their so doing, permitting all individuals to build allY such mills, 
and granting them the right of banalite.. . • . . . . . • . .. . • . . . • .. . • . .. . .. ... 251 



336 
P.\QIi: 

Decree of the King's Council, requiring eeigniors to make their tenants reside 
upon their seigniories, and prohibiting them from selling wuod ~ands, (terres 
en bois debout) of the 45th March 1732, Cons. Sup. Reg. G, foho 20 ....... 252 

Declaration of the King concerning concessions in the Colollies. • • . . . . . . . . . . .. 253 

• Opinion of three eminent lawy~rs in the . Parli.ame~t ~f ~aris: as to the leg~lity of 
('('\ tain clauses and conditIOns contamed III selgmonal utles, duly regIstered 
at Quehec, the 28th August 1782 .................................... 256 

Erection of the land and ~eigniory of Longueuil into a barony. . . •.. . . . . . . . . . .. 262 

Ratification of a concession in favor of the Sieur de Longueuil.-Registered in the 
office of the registrar the 31st March 1766, at 6 o'clock P. M .••...•••••• 265 

Ratification in favor of Mde. de Soulange of a grant made to the late Sieur Pierre 
Jacques Marie J oibert de Soulange, her husband, on the 12th October 1702, 
of an extent of land situate at the Cascades ............................ 266-

Decree which confirms the concessions made by Monsieur the governor and Mon­
seigneur the intenrbnt, tl) several persons, therein named, from the 12th Oct. 
1676 to the 5th Septemuer 1679 ..................................... 267 

Decree of the Council of State confinning the concessions made by the gr.vernor 
and intendant to several persons therein named, from the 4th January 1682 
to the 17th September 1683, inclusive ....••..•.•...••....•. r ••••••••• 269 

Decree creating a royal court at Montreal ...•............ " •. " ••.....•.•• 270 

Decree of the King directing that the lands which have been conceded, be brought 
into cultivation and occupied by the inhabitants-1711. ..•.....•. " ..••• 272 

Decree of the King which declares against the settlers a forfeiture of the right of 
property in the lands which have been conceded to them, if they do not bring 
them into a state of cultivation by residing thereon (en!J tenant feu et lieu) 
within a year and a day from the publication ofthe said decree, of the 6th 
July 1711. •. " . . •• . . .. • • .• • . •. . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . .. 273 

Letters patent in the fonn of an edict concerning the jurisdiction of the Island of 
Montreal and the C6te St. Sulpice, of the month of July 1714 .....••..•.• 274 

Ordinance re-uniting the lands of the individuals therein named, to the domain of 
the Sieur Boucher de Kiven-ille, in virtue of the ordinance of the 24th July 
~ 730, which binds them to reside (tenir feu et lieu) upon the said lands, and 
m order to prevent frauds, forbids them, as well as others, to sell, assign or 
exchange their lands.-Dated the 27th July 1732 .•. " •.....•..•....•..• 279 

Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants of Grande-Anse from laying fisheries to 
catch herring and ealmon in front of the fief St. Denis, inasmuch as the pro-



337 
PACE 

prietors are about establishing a fishery to catch porpoise, on pain of all 
damages against the contravening parties ••••••..•.• " •.••.••• , ........ . 280 

brdina~ce which condemns Dame widow Pommereau to pay to the Sr. de Lafon­
tame, in his qualities, the sum of 1808 li"~'es, 13 sols and 9 deniers for half of 
the r~nts du,:, by her for the Islands of 1\, TJ.gan, which she occupies, provided 
the SIeurs Lalande and J olliet give 1, r a concession of the isles, islets and 
beaches (batturcs) in front of h:3r concession on the mainland •..••...••••• 281 

Clauses and conditions in the grants oflands, rights and reservations, contained in 
in the concessions, in favor of the King; and charges in the grants of such 
concessions. . • . • • . . . . . . . • • . . . . . • . • . . . . .• . • • • . . . • . . • • . . . • • . • . • . • • •• 286 

Form of a grant or concession from a seignior to an inhabitant ... " •.••••••••• 287 

Explanation of the means employ:xl by the seigniOTs of Canad:l, in th'e time of the 
French Gm-ornment, to re-unite to their dom::im the farms of such of their 
tenants as neglected to cultivate them, according to the conditions contained 
in t:lc,ir deeds of concession •......••...•.. " •••....•.•••.•..•..•..•• 288 

Grant to Charles, Marquic, of R3anharnois, and to Claude de Beauharnois de 
Beaumont, of 6 leagues in fi:O:lt by 6 leagues in depth, of the place called 
" Villechauye " (Beaulnrnois), cdjo!lling the seigniory of Chate:mgue ..••• 289 

Act to l'egulate th0 trade of the prOYlnC~" of Lower and Upper Canada, and for 
other purposes relating to t110 s::;id '.Jl'Iyinces .•• " .••••. " ....•.. " . . . .• 290 

An act to provide for the extinction of feudal and seigniorial rights and burthens, 
, on land3 held a tifre deft)' ,mJ Ii t'-tre d(' cens, ill the province of Lower Ca­

nada, and for the g,'"dm] cOllversion of the,"e tenures into the tenure of free 
and common soccage; awl for other purposes relating tn the said province .. 291 

ProclaInation.-Dalhousie, governor...................................... 300 

An act the better to facilitate optional commutation of th0 tenure oflands en roture, 
in the seigniories and fiefs ill Lov,','r Cana(h, into that offranc-aleu roturier ... 302 

An act to facilitate commutation of the tenure oflands en 1'oturc, in the Queen's 
'domain, into th:tt offree and common soccage, and to avoid the unnFJcessary 
delays and expense heretofore incident to such commutations •••••.•••••• S12 

Form of the acte or deed of commutation referred to in the aforesaid act. • • • • •• 318 

An act to amend the act passed in the eighth year of Her 1'vhjesty's reign, in­
tituled: "An act the better to facilitate optional commutation of the tenure 
ofland en roture, in the seigniories and fiefs in Lower Canada, into that ot 
fraltc-aleu.I roturier •. ..................................................... 319 


