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REPORT 
OF THEIR .\[J:;tilO:'i TO K\ GLA:'i U, BY THE REI'RESE:'i'l'A'I'II'ES 

OF THE C.\:'i.\D.\ CONFERE:'It'E. 

To tlte Conference and .Members of the Wesleyan-.Methodist 

Church in Canada. 

HONOURED ANIJ DEAR BRETHR."; 

Having been duly appointed by our Brethrell assembled ill Conferellce in 
June last, as their Representatives to the Wesleyan Conference in England, w" 
immediately proceedetl on our Mission, and laid. as far as circumstances would 
permit, the several subjecrs committed to us before the Wesleyan Conference 
assembler! at Newcastle-up[n-T)'ne, in August. The result was, that the Wes­
leyan Conference in England has refused to abide any longer by the A,·tieles of 
Union into which it entered in 1833 with the Conference of the Wesleyan Metho­
dist Church in Canada_ Thi .• proceeding aflects, in no respect whatever, any 
part of the Discipline or Illstitutions of the Church in Canada-it simply leaves 
our Conference, Ministers and People, to pursue, in their own way, without 
any further interference 011 the par, of the Conference in England, the great 
work of cultivating the Vineyard of their Divine Masler, and their various 
plans of Christian enterprise for the religious RnJ moral improvement of Upper 
Canada; whilst it involve5 the English Conference in the responsibility and 
consequences of a furmal Seees.'or; from deliberately adopted and regularly 
ratified Articles of Agreement wilh the Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in Canada. 

The cau:!Ies and circumstances of an event so extraonliual'Y in its character 
alld so important in its COli sequences, are worthy of ::,eril)l1~ aUention; and a 
hrief narrative of them, and of the manner in which we have discharged rhe 
duties imposPod upon us in relatiqn to them, is due to those by whom we were 
appoir-ted, and cannot fail to interest tbe Members uf our Church generally, 
and a large portion of the Canadian Public. 

It is known to all the Members of our Confel'ence, and is clea,' from the 
Correspondence which took place in 1831 and 1832, between our Missionary 
.Board and the Wesleyan Missionary Committee in London, that the Union 
was suggested on otir part, in the first place, not as a measure desirable in 
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itself, but as expedient,-to prevent the disgrace and evils of collision between 
two regular branches of the \Vesleyan family; and that it was not proposed by 
our Conference until after the failure of every possiLie persuasion and remon­
strance to induce the Confarence in England to continue the same fraternal 
arrangements with the Church in Canada, in its position as an independent 
Body within the Province, free from any foreign ecclesiastical control, as they 
had done for many year., by a formal agreement, with the American General 
Conference, when our Societies were connected with the Methodist EpiKcopal 
in the United States, The arrangement, however, which the Conference in 
England a,dopted and ouserved in regard to Upper Canada while we had a 
connexion with the United States Methodist Conference, the Wesleyan Mis­
sionary Committee in London refused to observe after the dissolution of that 
foreign ecclesiastical connexion. U IIder such circumstances, our Conference 
suggested the propriety Irf a formal co.operation between the English and 
Canada Conferences-hoping thereby to prevent the anomaly and mischief of 
I'stablishing rival pulpits, societies and interests, and to secure the accession 
of an additional amount of piety, eXperience, talent, and means to our then 
rapidly expanding operations for the conversion of the Indian Tribes, and the 
religious instruction of the new settlements. . 

Such were the circumstances which gave birth to the propo'sition of the 
Union on the part of our Conference; and such were the objects contemplated 
by it. In carrying out that measure, nnd with a view to promote the Christian 
and benevolent objects which we contemplated by it, concessions of different 
kinds and on different occasions were made in deference to the views and 
feelings of the Committee in London. which exposed the motives of our Con­
ference to imputations, and its character to atlacks. from different quarters, and 
alienated not a few individuals fl'Om our communion and congregationo, 

But it now appears, from indubitable evidence, that the Missionary Secl'e­
taries in London, and other Members of the English Conference, had also 
other and unavowed object. in view in recommending and adopting the Articles 
of Union; objects the contemplation and pursuit of which have obviously 
prevented that hannonious and successful operation of the Union which was 
anticipated by its friends and advocates in Canada. These objects were,-the 
gradual extinction of every sort of il!fluence as identified with the Canada 
Conference-the transfer of that influence into other channels and into other 
hands-and the absolute supremacy of the Committee and Conference in 
England over all the Departments and Institutions of the Church in Canada. 
The Union seems to have been chiefly preferred and adopted by the Missionary 
Secretaries in London as, in their judgment, the most feasible and expeditious 
method of rendering all the labours, and fruits, and influences of Methodism 
in Canada tributary to the establi.hment of their own complete ascendancy 
and control over every thing connectt'd with that name. This Was in substance 
avowed by Mr. Alder, and more explicitly stated by others in the late Con­
ference in England, and was disputed by none; and it will be found to be 
embodied in Resolutions of the English Conference. 

Now, to a certain extent and upon ce~tain principles, we offer no objection 
to the contemplation and pursuit of such objects. Superior piety, wisdom, 



.ntelligence, self-denial, zeal, labours and success, must and ought to command 
~superiority of influence and authority in every community united by voluntary 
rules and upon moral principles. But this authority does not and ought not 
to consist in the letter of written rules in a Christian Church, but in the power 
of moral influence-not in the assumptions of theoretical prerogative, but in 
the supremacy of I'eligious excellence and intellectual worth, which will, by 
the very laws of men's moral constitution, as surely secure to itself the homage 
which is its due, a. the sun in the solar system evinces, by his own unrivalled 
~plendour and diffusive effulgence, his unquestioned and unquestionable supre­
maey over the other planetary bodies of our material universe. Hut it involves 
th .. essence of despotism, tyranny and oppression, to claim and e"ercise a power 
upon the abstract groGnd of prerogative, irrespective of superior qualifications 
and virtues, which results from the natural order of things where those pre­
eminent qualifications and virtues manifestly exist. 

These remarks in no degree contravene the necessity and importance of dif­
ferent offices and authorities in the Church of Christ; b'lt they do legitimately 
and properly apply to arbitrary and unnatural distinctions amongst labourers 
and ministers of the same order and vocation. If the Conference in England 
has not acquired, through its Representatives, that supremacy over the Church 
in Canada which was intended and anticipated by the London Missionary Sec­
retaries, it has not been for want of Iln ample and most favourable opportunity. 
The members of the British Conference in Upper Canada have occupied, for 
several years, the most important and influential stations in the Canada Con­
ference; they have been put forward and disti ngui.hed on all special occasions; 
they have been noticed ill the annual addresses of the Conference from year to 
year in language of courtesy and praise, such as the members of the Canada 
Conference have never adopted in respect to each other. If, after al!, the 
attachment of our congregations is strong ann universal, with a few individual 
exceptions, to thosO! l\Jinisters who have been called out into the work in the 
country, and who, like their congregations, are emigrants from various parts 
of Great Britain and Ireland, as well as natives of the Province, who suffer 
with the poverty, and rise with the wealth, and are involved in the destinies. 
and partake in all tbe sympathies, of their congregations, we believe that the 
inheritance of respect and affection and influence thus obtained by our Minis­
ter. has been legitimately acquired, ought to be diligently and scripturally 
employed in the service of the Church, and cannot be sacrificed at the shrine of 
any distant prerogative, without unfaithfulness to their People and infidelity to 
their Providential trust. 

For five years and upwards after the Union. the representatives a"d members 
of the British Conference in Upper Canada co-operated harmoniously and with 
apparent cordiality with the Conference in the Province, in reference to both 
ecclesiastical and civil affairs, and received every mark of affectionate reopect 
and distinction which our Ministers and people could bestow upon them. 
During this period the Missionary Secretaries and other members of the Brit­
ish Conference entered decidedly and publicly into leading questions of civil 
polity agitated in the Mother Country, espousing the cause of the Church 
establishment against the Dissenters, and assuming an attitude of avowed hos-



4 

tility I1gainst the Government on the qUl'stion of Public Education. The Mis­
sionary Secretaries determinc<:l at length to pxercise their asslImed authority 
and influence (\\'hich they suppo.ed by tlois time to be sufficiently established) 
in Upper Canada, in relation to these matters. Consequently, in Fehruary, 
1839, they add,·e.sed a letter to the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada 
relative to the" pos-ilion oftke Methodists of Upper Canada" "as to certain 
ecclesiastical questiol1s"-disclaiming a~1I participation in the sentiments of 
Methodist publications in Upper Canada on these subjects-and informing His 
Excellency that they had appointed on" of their numher, Mr. Alder, to proceed 
to Canada and" exert his well-earned consideration aud influence" with the 
Ministers and members of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, in order to enforce 
and carry out the views of the London Missionary Committee on these" eccle­
siastical questions." Such a communication to the Head of the Government III 
Upper Canada was a bold and offic;ous interference on the part of the Mission­
ary Secretaries in London with matters in \\ hich the feelings and right. and 
interests nf the inhabitants of Canada alone were concerned. The obviou~ 
intention and tendency of their communication was to impress upon the Gov·· 
ernrne~t of Upper Canada, that the Missionary Secletaries and their Agent. 
were alone to be consulted on the part of" the Methodists of Upper Canada" 
in the settlement of those "ecclesiastical questions"-thus striking a fatal 
hi ow at the rights and authority of the Conference in Canada as the Head and 
Rerresentative of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in the Province. When 
published in Canada, this letter was universally replobated both by Methodist. 
and other classes of the community_ The Lieutenant Governor, however, 
acted upon it, and, during the latter part of March and April, 1839, when the 
Clergy Reserve Question was under the consideration of the Provincial 
Legislature, His Excelleney conferred exclusively with the Representatives 
of the Missionary Secretaries; their name and influence were employed 
amongst the members of the Legislature in opposition to the sentiments 
of the organ of the Canada Conference; and in a hill introduced into the 
Pruvincial Legislaure it was provirler! that the portion of the proceeds 
of the Reserves professe-lly intended for bhe Wesleyan Methodist Church 
should be given to the" Wesleyan Methodists in connexion ,vitk tke BRITISH 
·WESLEYAN CONFERENCE"-not recognizing the Conference in Canada, 
leaving its very name as well as authority entirely out of the question. Our 
mini.tel'inl Brethren doubtless recollect that when their Secretary nnd Editor 
laid these circum.tances before the Conference assembled at Hamilton in June, 
1839, and stated the embarrassments" hich he hurl experienced in consequence 
of them in maintaining the views and right. of tho Church during the preced­
ing session of the Legislature, that his Brethren not only expressed their dis­
approbation of any such interference, but, at his suggestion, aitd in compliance 
with his wish, after they had re-appointed him theiT· organ and representative 
for the ensuing year, they did,-in order to ~revent any such counter-repre. 
untations, u"de,. any apparently official .anetion, being made to the Gov­
ernment, and in order to .ecure a.e proper representa.tio1l and guardian­
skip of the 'Vie,u8 and rif(kts of the Ckurcl. i .. Canada,-refer the Clel'gy 
Resen'e Question ppecially to the Bool, CommittE'e. 



Within n f~w clays of thp date of the above lI1<'ntionc.l I"tter 10 the Li~lItellant 
Governor of Upper Canada, the l\1is,iollory Secl'Plaric< address".l a letter h) 

their Rel'resentative in this Province, dated Januury 14.1839,(1) condemning 
the views advocated in the ChrHtian Gum'dian on the questi •• n of the Clerg\' 
Reserves; (2) objel'ting to the di'l'u"ion ef the Clergy Reserve Question at all 
in the Conference Journal; (3) directing their Repre,entative to employ his 
inBuence with the Editor of the C;u8l'dian to carry out the views of the Mis­
sionary Secretaries-adding-" If you ,hould fail in your attempt, then it will 
be for you to consider .. whether you are not, ng Prpsident of the Conferen(,c, 
empowCt'ed tn interfere officially and authoritatively wilh the management of 
the Conference Journal, and to requirp, that, IJntil the mectillg of the next 
Conference, questions which' tell,l to ,trife ralh'-l' titan to godly edll~'ing,' shall 
be excluded from its pages." 

A ftlw days before :\Ir, Alder left London on his late Mission to Cpper Cana­
,la, the President of the British Conference addressed a lettpr to the Secretary 
of the Canada Conference on the subject and oujects of Mr, Alder's Mission. 
This letter is dated London, March 23, 1839, and conlains the following state­
ments and declarations: .. Dear Sir-The advucacy in the Christian Guardian 
newspaper of the principles of strict and sy.tematic dissent. in opposition to 
all religious establishments. has given deep and just o/f,>nce tu many of our 
best friends in England; and is regarded as a direct "iolation of the terms of 
Union between your Conference and our own, If the Guardian persist in the 
course wbich.it bas for some time pursued, the Union of the two COllference. 
can no longer be maintained,-The mutter is deemed of such serious conse­
quenec, that Mr, Alder bas been expressly appointed to visit Canada, fOl,the 
purpose of qhtaining a strict and faithful adherence to the stipulated conditions 
of Union between yOUl' Conferpnce and our own; although his mission will 
occasion considerable expanse, and his absence from England be very injurious 
to the interests' of our Missions. The consequences of an open rupture be­
tween the two Conferences, especially in the present state of the Colony, and 
of your own Indian Missions, I trust you will seriously weigh, and not persist 
in a course which has occasioned lout! and just complaints, I am," &C. 
(Signed) "THOMAS JACKSON," 

Here several things are to be observed, (1.) This was the fir~t interference 
oftbe London Mi.sional'y Committee with the question of the Clergy Reserves 
or Church Establishment in Upper Canada; although the 'luestion had been 
fonnally discussed in the columns of the Conference Journal both before and 
after the Uuion down to 11139, (2.) The di.cussion of the question is hele 
stated, for the first time, to be "a direct violation of the terms of the Union" 
between the English and Canada Conferences; although the Representa­
Live of the Canada Conference in his Report of his Mission to England in 
1833, OR the subject of the Union, stated the reverse-stated that the co-operl\­
lion and influence of the Committee in London would be exerted to maintain 
the eKpressed views and equal rights of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in 
Canada on the question of the Clergy Reserves; and of the two Representa­
tivos of the British Conference (Mesars. Marsden and Stinson) concurred in 
th~ correctness of that Report when it was read in our Conference, assembled 
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in Toronto, October, 1933, \\'hl'n al\ the circum8tonCI'~ to which it referl'E'd 
werl' fre.h in their recollection; and although the Representatives of the Brit· 
ish Conference in Canada had co-operoted with our Conference in resolutions 
Rnd addresses upon, and the advocacy of the Clergy Reserve Question during 
the "otire period from 1833 to 1839. (3.) Though the Cauada Cunference 
Dad'reserved its full right to nct according to its own judgment and discretion 
on the question of a Church establishment in Canada, as admitted and con­
curred in by the Representatives of the British Conference from 1833 to 1839 ; 
yet, for the sake of peace, and out of respect for the British Conference, the 
abstract principle of religious Establishments had not beea interfered with. 
but had even !Jeen admitted on the part of our Conference and by its official 
organ, whic,h had gone .0 far as to say, Bnd to repeat at different times-" 'Ve 
have not a word to say on the .,xpediency and wisdom of the Ecclesiastical 
Establishment of England; nor on the subject of Imperial ParliRmentary 
appropriations in aid of Colonial Clergy. We are not an advocate for the 
.ubversion of the English National Church Establisbment, interwoven 88 it is 
by the operations of a thousand years with the entire civil and social institu­
tions of England, however opposed we may be, upon the most weight)' con· 
siderations, to its introduction into a new and differently constituted state of 
society." "Nor have we any thing to say in objection to the right or proprie­
ty of any people or country legislating for the encouragement of a panicular 
form of religion when the great major.ty of them are agreed in its belief and 
profession, and in the expediency of adopting such a method to inculcate it. 
We do not feel it necessary to express an opinion on either of these points; 
but we concede them in the present diacussion." Adding again-U All civil 
laws and legislation ought to be based on the Cbristian Religion; we believe 
that civil legislation will be amongst the trophies of Christian t riumph-Ibat 
tbe collective homage of nations will be the inheritance of the Son of God, 
as well as the love and obedience of individuals." Indeed, our large conces· 
sions on this subject have given offence to many sincere and esteemed fliends of 
our Church in Canada; and so narrow, and entirely local and practical was 
the grounol we occupied on this subject, tbat we consented to an equitable 
division of the interest of the proceeds of the sales of tbe Clergy Reserves 
amongst the different Christian denominations recognized by the laws of 
Upper Canada; only insisting that that division should be upon terms equally 
accessible to them-that while some churcbes could apply the proportion al­
lotted to them for the support of their Clergy, others should have equal libeny 
to apply their proportion to the building of chapels and pa780nages and the 
christian education of their youth. (4.) But even under such circumstances, 
and after tbe acknowledged reservation of the Clergy Reserve Question to the 
discretionary consideration and action of our Conference, did the Wesleyan 
Missionary Secretaries in London commence an interference with the question, 
and deputed Mr. Alder on ,a Church Establishment Mission to Upper Canada. 
(5.) And let it be observed lastly, that the entire ground of avowed objection 
and interference related, not to any secular matter, but to the queation of a 
Church Establishment in Upper Canada, and that tbis W88 the ground and 
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,olely avowed object of Mr. Alder's Mission to this Province in respect to the 
proceedings of our Conference and its official organ. 

But on Mr. Alder's arrival in Upper Canada, he found tbe views and feel­
ings of our COBferenc~f the Members of our Church, whethe.· emigrants 
f!'Om Great Britain and Ireland or natives of the country-indeed of the inha­
bitants generally_o strong and almost unanimous against the letler and inter­
ference of the Missionary Secretaries and his own published communications,· 
that he deemed it expedient at our Conferen~e assembled at Hamilton in June 
1839, to avoid the introduction of the primary and real object of his mission, 
and directed hi. objections chiefly to the then recently expressed views of the 
Editor of the Guardian respecting Lord Durham and his Report-a Report 
which did not reach Canada until six days after Mr. AIde" sailed from 
England; and which could not therefore by any possibility have formen any 
part of his appointed Mission. Our brethren in the Ministry will recollect 
that the Secretary had to read the official letters above referred to, in order to 
putthe Conference in possession of the rCIlI objectA of Mr. Alder's Mission; 
and not only did the Conference maintain its position and rights on tbe ques­
tion of the Clergy Reserves; but such were the facts elicited by the discussion, 
that Mr. Alder did not even request the Confelence to reEcind several resolu­
tions which it had unanimously adopted on tbat subject in 1&37; (of which 
resolutions, however, the late British Conference state, in its proceeding., it 
stronglydi8approves;) and even at length assented to a resolution ill wbich our 
Conference reiterated its previously expressed sentiments on the question of a 
Church Establisbment in Canada, and our constitutional rights, and our deter­
mination to maintain them. 

It became perfectly evident that the Missionary Secretaries in London could 
not acquire the absolute ascendency over the affairs of Methodism in Upper 

* Note by E. Ryers01I.-It is worthy of remark that the Old Country part of 
the Members of our Church were the most forward and ardent in the expression 
of their views and feelings on this subject. The Editor of the Goardian received 
communicalions from Hamilton, Guelph, Toronto (Township) Circuit, Yonge 
Street, By town, &c., condemning the interference of the London Missionary 
Secretaries, Rnd strongly approving of the course which he had pursued. In 
these places the official members of our churcb were almost entirely emigrants 
from Great Britain and Ireland. ThiS was especially the case in regard to 
Hamilt01l, Guelph, and BytmV1l, where the official members we'e unanimous 
and strong in the expression of their sentimeats on the occasion. Motives of 
delicacy induced the Editor to withhold those communications from the readers 
of the Guardian, though they are still in his possession, and he still retains a 
grateful recollection of the principles arId feelings which dictated them. Natives 
of Grpat Britain and Ireland, as well as natives of Canada, with very few 
exceptions, know how to appreciate their rights and privileges on the Western, 
as well as on the Eastern side of the Atlantic, and prefer guarding their own 
rights and managing their own affairs to leaving them to be disposed of by the 
Missionary Secretaries in London. Their interests, themselves and posterity, 
are located in Canada, not in London; and the place of residence is the most 
appropriate place of 'I1Ulnag,,",ent; and in our Conference, the President, Secre­
tary, Editor, Book-Steward, and all the principal Committees, are elected 
annually by ballot, by tbe suffrages of all the Members of tbe Conference. 
Hundreds of Emigrants have been sought in the wilderness and gathered into 
the Chnreh, and supplied with the ordinances of the Sanctuary; and some have 
been raised up to be Ministers of the Word. 
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<';anada \\Ibidt tiley bad eUlllCIJII.lall·d and ~li.lllw:J, without ad.,pting other meanft 

tllan those which they hud hithertu empluyed. [t "'". aldo clear, from tho 
,lale oi feeling throughout ou,' ClJnncxion. that the breaking up of t.he Union 
at t.hat time would ejfectulllly defeut theie own objects. Claiming tlte Missions 
in Upper Canacla as tlleir exc:u.ive property, und a"uming the rigbt to send 
,vkat Missionaries, and station them when and where they plea.ed,-making 
the line of di.tinction between the Missionarg and 'regular Circuit work a. 
marked as po.sible-and securing to the British Conference a control over 
the disposal 'A the Methodist portion of the Clergy Reserves, in the event of .a 
divis:on of them-seeIDs to have been considered a co-ordinate and now the 
only means of weakening and ultimately overpowering the distinctive inftuence 
and energies uf tbe Canada Connexion on the one hand, ar,d of attaining tbe 
earnestly desi,'p,l supremacy or the London Committee on the other. Hence, 
a. the members of our Cunference will ,'enlP.mber, the claims which }fr. Alder 
made to tlte elltin, peoperty ill our l\J is.ions, and bis most strenuous efforts to 
procure the erasure of a certain note in our Discipline, and to get the assent 
of ou,' Conference, in some form or another, to the rigbt of the London 
Mi".ioDluy Committee to send Missionaries at thair di.cretion into any part 
of Upper Canada; al~o his reluctance ann pecllliar remarks at the appointment 
of a Committee to guard Qur rights on the Clergy Reserves-the appointment 
of which Committee, in his statements at the late English Conference, Mr. 
Alder termed" an innovation." It is clear, thllt the Lieutenant Governor had 
been induced and was dpterminecl to employ his influence to have whatever 
part of the proceeds of the Reserve. the Wesleyan Methodist Churcb in 
Canada might be entitled to, on the settlement of tbat question, placed at the 
iIisposal of the British \V esleyan Conference; and we have been infonned 
from private sources,-but have no 9fficial authority for tbe statement-that it 
was understood between Mr. Alder and the Lieutenant Governor, that, in 
adjusting the titles of Indian Lands, the Mission premises at. the various sta­
tions should be secured to the Wesleyan Missionary Committee in London, 
independent of the Canada Conference, notwithstanding the establishment of 
all those MIssions, but one, by our Conference. 

At this c"itical juncture of our afrairs, and uf the affairs of the I'rovince, by 
the good providence of God, the Governor General asslImed the Government 
of Upper Canada. It has come to our knowledge, (but not from any perdon 
connected with the Gov"mment) that the Governor General was advised from 
high 'luarters to confer with the Agent of the London Missionary Committee 
on the question of the Clergy Reserves, and by no means to consult Mr. E. 
Ryerson-the appointed representative of the Canada Conference; but His 
EKcellency, with that discernment alld sense of Justice which becomes a wise 
and impartial Governor of a country, determined to hear all parties and then 
judge for himself. Accordingly, he sent for Messrs, Stinson and Richey on the 
part of the London Missionary Committee, and for Mr. E. Ryerson on lhe 
part of the Canada Conference. The differing views of the parties on some 
points, and the important interests involvetl, induced His Excellency to inves­
tigate the relations of the English and Canada Connexions, and all the circum­
stances connected with Ihe Grant to the Wesleyan MiS5iouary Committee out 
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of the Casual anJ Territorial Revenue-knowing something person~lIy respect­
ing the design :!nd objects of the original Grant itself, as he was a Member of 
His late Majesty'. Govern ... ent in 1832, when the Grant was made. The 
conclusions of His Excellency were in character with the just and IIoble feeling 
whicb dictated his inquiries. They have already called forth the grateful 
Rcknowl"dgments of our Conference, and secure,1 the affectionate esteem of 
the members and friends of our Church generally, as far as they have been 
underotoud, and will do so tv a still greater extent as they will now be more 
widely and more fully made known. 

One of the two leltet·s adJressed by Mr. E. Ity,'rson tc> the Governor General 
on the subject of tho financial rclatiOlB of the Conference, in England nnd 
Canad~, was transmitted by His Excellency to tbe Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, in illustration of view3 statcd at large in an accompanying despatch 
of his own. The circumstances under which that letter was written not being 
known to the Secretary of State fot' the Colonies, a copy of it was sent to the 
Missionary Secretades. A favourable opportunity seemed now to prcs~nt itself 
for them 10 rut down the individual memLcr of the Canaela Conference who 
had in the fulfilment of his official relation. an,l duLie., opposed tbe principal 
obstacles to their views of poiitical and ecclesiastical power in Canqda, and 
also for them to put forth those assumptiuns of powcr which they had hitherto 
attempted in vain to secure. Hence, instead of transmitting a copy of tbat 
letter to our Conference for inve:;tigatioo, and for explanation or condemnation, 
as the case might require, a few LonGon Members of a Special Committee 
were called together, who adopted a series of Resolutions, containing assump· 
tions of prerogative and power, accusations, and sentences. of condemnation 
agaiDst tbe author of that letter, and calling upon our Conference to carry 
the!D into execution on pain of a dissolution of the Union, Our Conference 
entel'ed into a careful and thorough investigation of the whole matter; and 
whilst it maintained, in the most inoffensive and respectful language, its own 
rights and privileges. it more than disclaimed the slis-htest imput'ltion upon 
the motives of the London Cvmmittee; and concluded irs proceedir.gs on the 
subject by appuinting two of its own :'I1ember. to pracel'd to En,gland, to 
explain the whole matter, and to do all in tbeir po weI' to maintain the Articles 
of the Union inviolnte. 

The circumstances which we have thus narratC"d are, fill' tlJe most part. 
familiar to the members of the Conference; but we !lave deemed tbi. briel 
sketch of them essential to a correct understanding of the whole case by oUt' 
bl'ethren and friends generally throughout tho Province. 

We I'cceived our appointment a. Representatives of the Confen .. nce, by the 
ballot votes of our Brethren, on the 20th of J line; anr! on the 1st of July w .. 
embarked at New York for Liverpool, where we arrived after a pleasant pa;. 
sage of21 days. We enteretlupon our mi.sion deeply sensible of the difficul­
ties and responsibilities involved in it; but with a full determination, in hum­
ble dependence upon Divine aid and blessing, to represent most truly the view. 
and feeling" of our constituents-to concede, if ne<!essary for the sake of peacE", 
any thing except what was essontial to their rights and intet'ests-and to use 
our best endeavours to preserve inviulate the articles of the Union between the 

C 
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two Connexioros. On the same day that we embarked on board of a packet 
ship for Liverpool, Messrs. Stinson and Richey embarked all board of the 
"Great Western" for London, where they arrived eight days before us. On 
our arrival in London, we found that an impressio!\ and feeling derogatory and 
unfriendly to the Canada Conference had been widely difl'used i and, on our 
arrival at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Thursday the 30th of July, we found the same 
impression and feeling prevalent amongst the members of the Englieh Confer­
ence. 

We learnt, on arriving in England, that the Bill for the sale of the Clergy 
Reserves of Upper Canada and the appropriation of the proceeds thereof was 
still before Parliament, and that Lord John Russell, in deference to the Bish­
ops in the House of Lords, had admitted amendments into that Bill which 
rendered it materially different in its character and provisions from what it was 
when his Lordship brought it into the House of Commons. We had an inter­
view "ith his Lordship on the subject of the Bill i stated verbally, and after­
wards in writing, various objections to the amended or altered Bill. We also 
applied to and obtained from his Lordship a copy of a yery long letter which, 
as we had been informeil, Mr. Alder had addressed to his Lordship in April 
last on the subject of the Government Grant to the Missionary Committee out 
of the Casual and Territorial Revenue, and the financial relations of the Eng­
lish and Canada Conferences. Mr. Aliler's letter purported to be a reply to 
thaletter of Mr. E. Ryerson to the Governor General, dated 17th January laot, 
and contained many incorrect statements, and some unbecoming reflections 
both upon the American Connexion in the United States aod the Conference 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada. We improved the earliest 
opportunity to lay before Lord Juhn Rus5ell a full reply to Mr. Alder's letter. 
Both Mr. Alder's letter and our reply will be found amongst the documents 
accompanying this Report. 

On arriving at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, we went to the chapel in which the 
Conference was assembled, and sent in a card with our names. Mr. Marsden 
came out and received us kindly. 'Ve were then directed to a boarding-house, 
where we lodged during our stay in Newcastle. The morning after our arrival, 
we recdved a card of admittance into the Conference Chapel. The afternoon 
of the same day, we addtessed a note, of which the following is a copy, to the 
President of the Conference: 

" Conference Room, lI'elOcastle.upon·Tyne, July 31st, 184(}. 
REV. Sm,-The undersigned having been appointed by the Conference of 

the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada as its Representatives to the Brit­
isb Wesleyan Conference, arrh'ed here yesterday on the objects of their mis­
sion. They informed the Rev. Mr. l\larsden, and since the Superintendent of 
this Circuit, of their arrival i and supposed that ... more formal notice would 
not be necessary until they should have an opportunity of presenting to you and 
to the Conference the Address and Resolutions of the Canada Conference 
which state their appointment and specify the objects of it. 

'.Ve beg to inform you that we arc prepared, at your convenience, to lay before 
-the Conference the documents to which we have above referred. 

\\'e are, Rev. Sir, your very obedient humble servants, 
W. RYERSON, 

The Rev. R. NEWTON, E. RYERSON. 
President of the Conference. 
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In answer to the foregoing note, the President of the Conference returned l\ 
verbal message-" presenting hi. compliments to the Messl's. Ryerson­
acknowledging the receirt of their note-stating that as soon as convenient he 
would give wily for the reading of their documents, when a Committee would 
be appointed to take them into consideration, In the mean time he hoped they 
were comfortably situated.-' 

During the same evening, as we afterwa,'ds lenrnt, the Committee wbicb had 
been appointed at the Conference of 1839 met. It appedrerl, that the resolu­
tions which bad been adopted in London, April 29, 1840, and sent out to 
Canada, and which gave rise to our mission to Englan<l., had been adopted 
unly by those members of that Committee who resided in London,-there being 
no time, as it was stated, to gi.ve notice to the "country members," who were 
now called together with their London brethren t? hear resolutions which bad 
been adopted by the few in London in A p"il last. Tbose resolutions were now 
read to the whole Committee and re-affirmed. The following day this Com­
mittee reported to the Conference in a few words-stating that they had met 
the previous evening and re-affirmed the resolutions which had been adopted 
by the London members of the Committee the 29th of April last on Canadian 
affairs, and recommending the Conference to appoint and refer the whole 
affair to a larger Committee. 

On Saturday afternoon, the 1st of August, our names were mentioned to the 
Conference by the President as the Representatives of the Canada Conference; 
and we were invited-not to take our seats on the platform, (a courtesy inva­
riably extended hitherto to the Representatives of other Conferences through­
out the Methodist world,) where the Representatives of the American and Irish 
COI'Iferences had always been invited to sit-where the Representatives of the 
Irish Conference were then sitting-where the Representative of the Canada 
Conference had sat on two former occasions-but we were invited to take our 
seats in the body of the chapel-receiving intimation thereby, as well as from 
various other cil'cumstances, that the Canada Conference must not presume to 
consider itself of equal standing with other Conferences of Methodism, espe­
cially with the Conference in England. 

On this introduction to the Conference, we presented to the President the 
Address and Resolutions of the Conference we represented; but they were 
not read in Conference until thirteen days afterwards. 

Dllring the subsequent days we urged, by notes to the Presiilent, and ill 
conversation with such leading members of the Conference as we had access 
to, the early consideration of the Canadian business; but it was not until 
Thursday afterr.oon, the 6th of August, just before the adjournment, that any 
movement was made in it. It was then proposed to appoint a large Committee 
to investigate the whole matter and report thereon. To this mode of proceed­
ing we objected in the present stage of the business. (1.) Because neither 
the Resolutions nor Address of the Canada Conference bad been read; and 
we knew of no example of referring documents of that nature to a Committee 
before they had been read by the Body to whom they were addressed. (2.) 
We stood before them in behalf of the Canada Conference, as Appellant8 or 
ComplainantB against the encroachments and proceediogs of a Committee of 
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that Conferonce; ant] it wa!3 at varian(~e wilh Methodi~tic usage when, even 
Ii" individual member of the Confe"l'nce, complained or appealed against the 
proceedings of a District Meeting, or nny Conference Committee, to refer him 
bock to the same MePling nr Committee, perhaps wIth th" nddition of a few 
other members-that, in judicial proceedings, it was never known that an ap­
peal from the decision of n Judge of the Assizes was I ... ferred by the Judges 
of the Queen's Bench to tb" same Judge whose decieion had ~een appealed 
from. (3.) \Ve were representative. of the COllada Conference to that Con­
ference, and not to a Committee; and we desired to lay the whole matter be­
fore the MemLers of the Conference at large, from a full conviction that when 
they were made acquainted with nil the fact. of the caH', they would not justi­
fy the proceedings ')! the London Committee, but would coincide with the 
Canada Conference. 

But Dr. BUllting contended, on the contrary, that they were the complai7&­
.ants and we were the defendants, and that proceeding by Committee was the 
only proper mode of considering and disposinl( of the Lusines~. 

There was, however, a strong and general feeling amongst the Preachers to 

have the case investigated in Conference; and the President at length assured 
them and us, that a full opportunity sllOuld be given of stating and hearing the 
whole case in Conference. ''Ve replied, that with that assurance and under­
standing we had no objection to go before a Committee. 

A large Committee was then appointed, consisting of the Members of the 
Canada Commit,ee of the previous year with about as many more additional 
Members. 

The first meeting of the Committee did not take place until Saturday the 
8th of August; whe,. Mr. Alder appeared on Lehalf of the London Commit­
tee, and made a very lengthened statement, giving a history (in part) of the 
origin and design and progress of the Union from 1332 to the present time; 
introducing his above-mentioned voluminous letter (which was read) to Lord 
John Russell. Mr. Alder was followed in continuation and confirmation by 
Mr. Stinson; after which we were called upon to reply. At almost every 
stage of our reply, we were met by objections, explanations and rejoinders, 
which very greatly protracted the discussion, and pllt it out of our power to do 
justice to some of the points at issue. It is unnecessary for ns to state the 
order or f~atures of the discussions which ensuea during three ensuing even­
iOg8. On Thursclay evening the 13th of A ugust, the Committee made a re­
port to the Conference. The Report was read, but was not taken into con­
sideration that (,"ening on account of the lateness of the hour. We requested 
a copy and then the perusal of the Report, but were not allowed either. 

The Conrerence having now been in Session upwards of a fortnight, more • 
than tkree-jourtks of the Members had left for their Circuits; 80 that there 
were less than eigh~y p{e~ent during the consideration of the subject of our 
Mission. Consequently more than three-fourths of the Memben of the 
English Conference are ignorant to this day of the nature of the articles of 
Union (sethoy have neve,' been printed in England) and of all the ciroumstan­
ces which have transpired between the two Connexions. 

When the Report was taken up next day, Fl'iday the 14th of Au~ust, the 



last Jay of tll{~ St·s~ion. we ~lIh.~r:t.'d to lhe illl'OIl\,(,llit"rcL' we f>xpet'it>ncl·d II. 

bpeaking- to the Rt::"port of the Comrnittl'£', as WC" hod nut l) .. t~" f ...... ourcd willi a 

copy or. with the perusal of it. It was thc'l] fra"kly admiltc·d, Ihat "L' ha,1 a 
right [0 a copy of the Repurt and time to "",,:nillc it before we were called 
upon to express our views rf'spC'rtin~~ it. 

Haviog obtained a copy of the Report as first :'l'esented by the Comn,illee, 
we retired and examined it. That Report (which we afterward. r!'turned by 
requt. ... st,) did Dot contain such an pnumernttnn of ~talempnts alld s}'nopgi~ of 

certain documents as are cor.tained in the publi.bed Rpp"rt of the Cummittee ; 
but the leading sentiments of the Rel'Ol t in both "tages nnd forms are the 
8Rme. ThRt Heport, which, tog",h"r with the deci,i"n of the English Con­
ferene-e, will be ,"ound amongst the documents appended to ti, is Report. con· 
ta.ined, amoD~st other tldngs.-

1. A repetition and confirmation of the allegations, an!l assumptions of 
power, and decisions, which had been embodi,·,j ill the RC'sollltiuns of thA 
London Committee, dated April 29, 1840; and al.o n vote of thanks to that 
Committee. 

2. A declaration against any interference on the part of the" Chri.tinn 
Guardian" with" party po1iticaI reasoning~ and discussions." 

3. The admission and maintenance by the Ch,·i;!.ian Guardian of .. the 
duty of civil Governments to employ thei,' influence, and a portion of thei /' 
"eSOlt'1"Cea, for the support of tke Ckrlstian religion." 

4. The adv~cacy by Mr. E. Ryer;on, and" by the Upper Sanada brethren." 
of the right of the London Missionary Committee to the Government Grnnt, 
.. even if its payment sbould bo transferred to the Clergy Reserve Fund." 

5. A vote of "hearty e.teemalldapprohation" to Messrs. Stinson and 
Richey for" the ability, fidelity, Ilnd diligence" "ith which thpy had" per­
formed the duties offici&lly confi,jeri to them." 

6. A declaration that the Engli,;h Conference could not be identified "with 
mt'!l Body, however respected, over ,"Mse public procee,zin!fs it is denied the 
right and power of exerting any official influence. so as to secure a rea .• onahle 
and necessary co-ordir.ate but EFFICIENT DIRECTION, during the continuance 
of the Union:" (of the nature and extent of which" efficient di"ecti07'" tbe 
English Conference was, of course, to be tbe Judge.) 

7. A. recommendation that H the Cooference now remit the whole affair to 
the man&gement of a Special Committee, whose duty it shall bp to dralv up a 
statement, in a more detailed manner, of the points on which full satisfaction 
will be expected from the Conference of V ppef Canada, and to make such n 
report of the Resolutions of that body tbereupon, as may enable our next Con­
ference, assembling in Manchester, (in 1841,) to detl'rmine, finally. the course 
whicb, ill reference to this L' nion, it may tlten be proper to adopt in the settle­
ment of the whole affair." 

Such were the leading sentiments and positions of the Report, from the 
beginn>ng to the eAd of which there was not the slightest inclination expresse,l 
to aid the institutions or interests of the Wesleyan Methodist Cburch io Canada 
in any way whatever-but ollly a wish to rule over it, to employ its name and 
inRuen.:e to obtain the patronage of Government, and to use it for the advancl'-



ment of the I'iews and plans of the Agent. of the Missionary Secretaries of the 
English Conferpncc. Indeed. lI,rlJllghollt the wholl! of the proceedings, the 
idea did not appenr to be admitted by a single member of the London Com­
mittee, that nny Camulian Preacher should stand upon similar footing with the 
Members of the English Conference. 

To the above positions and requirements of the Committee we replied, in 
.uhstance, as follows :"' 

1. With respect to the allegation., and a.snmptions, and proceedings of the 
London Committee, dated 29th April last, our Conference had expressed all 
tbe vIew. we had to State. The Resolutions of our Conference, which had 
been adopted wIth unusual unanimity, after the most mature deliberation, we 
had no authority to annul or modi(y. Nor did we see any re~son to desire to 
do so, as we believed they were just, and expressed views and feelings by which 
OUI' Brethren would abide. 

2. With respect to the Chrislian Guardian, we were prepared, aR we had 
been from the beginning, to go with them all lengths in making it a strictly 
religious and literary Journal-such it had already been made by its· conductor 
and by order of the Conference; and the exigencies which had given rise to 
its departure, on some occasions, from strict neutrality in certain questions of 
civil polit)" existed no longer.t 

3. As to a<lvocating the duty of civil Governments to support Religi01I,­
the views of our Conference and People on tbat subject had been adopted and 
avowed long before the Union-were explicitly stated at the time of the Union 
-had been officially expressed and advocated for years since the Union, and 
with the concurrence of their own Representatives, and without the slightest 

.. Note.-We would (1ot wish to convey the idea, that we employed in the 
Conference the identical words which are used in the following paragraphs; or 
that our remarks were made in the order in which they are here inserted; or 
that they were all made in that connexion. We spoke after a few moments' 
examination of the Report of the Committee. On some points we expatiated at 
considerable length; on other points we referred to what we had stated in the 
course of previous discussions. The following paragraphs, therefore, contain a 
lOere summary or brief outline of what we stated during the investigation of the 
affair, on the several points referred w. 

t Note by E. R.-Had the Agents of the London Missionary Committee 
represented to the local Government the views and feelings of the Conference 
and Members of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada, instead of the 
opposite views and feelings of the Missionary Secretaries in London, there is 
reason to believe that the late Executive would not have been prompted and 
encouraged to pursue the policy \\ hich rendered so strong a discussion of some 
points necessary in the columns of the Guardian. While tbe Executive looked 
to the Agents of the London Comlllittee, and not to the Guardian, as the inter­
preter of the rights, and interests, and views of the Wesleyan Body in Canada, 
it pursned a partial and unjust course of policy. The Governor General 
sat1sfied himself that tbe Editor of the Guardian, and not the Agents of the 
London Committee, was the true Representative of the interests and sentiments 
of our Church. His Excellency has therefore acquired the confidence and 
support of our People generally, though he has been denounced by the Agents 
of tile London Committee. The Guardian has ceased from tbe discllssion of 
any {,olitical questions; and the adherents of the London Missionary Secretaries 
chensh, in our judgment, stronger political party feelings than any other portion 
of the Methodist community in Canada. 
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objection on their part before 1839; that we IUld no inclination to oppose that 
principle, nor had we done so; but we could not regan! the principle itself, 
much less the advocacy of it, as any part of We8leyan lIlethodism, however 
it might have been adopted by the British Conferen~c, as it was not contained 
in Mr. Wesley's Four Volumes of Sermons or Notes on the New Testament; 
that we fully agreed wfth Mr. Wesley that a Church Est.blishment was a 
human institution, (and not of Divine appointment,) and therefore liable to the 
modifications and contingencies of all other human institutions, which might 
be suitable in saDIe cases but not in others; that we Raw no occasion at the 
present time in Upper Canada to di.cuss the question at all on either side; 
that we thought the attention and f""lings of our People might now be directed 
to more profitable subjects; and that we could not assent to such a propo.ition, 
which formed an entirely new and very remarkable Article of Union. 

4. In regard to the Govern'",ent Gront-they bad alleged a fact, tbat the 
Secretary of the Canada Conference bad applied for tbat Grant in behalf of his 
Colnterence. We bad answered to that alleged fact, and proved, by the tes­
timony of the Governor General himself, that the Secretary of the Canada 
Conference had made no such application. Further than this we could not be 
reasonably required, nor were we prepared, to go; tbat we, as well as they, 
had undoubtedly a right to our opinions on the subject; and we were nol 
prepared to array ourselves in opposition to the views of the Governor General 
on the subject; that when it came, not to a matter of fact, but a matter of 
opinion, we fully concurred in the opinions of the Governor General, as did 
our Conference; and we felt the more grateful to Hi. Excellency, and the 
more fully satisfied of the correctnes. of his views, because they had been 
adopted without any influence from without,-because he was personally 
knowing to the intentions of Government in making that Grant,-was con­
fessedly competent to investigate a\1 the circumstances connected with it, and 
was unquestionably a disinterested Judge, With H is Excellency the GO'Iernor­
General of Canada, we objected to their having claim to any portion of 
the Clergy Reserve FUlid. All the claims which Methodism had acquired to 
a participation in that Fund, had been acquired by our exertions-that they 
had opposed our advocacy on that question, alld their Representatives had 
expressed their belief that that fund was intended for the Chu;:ch of England 
alone, and that they had no objection to its enjoyment of the whole of that 
Fund; it was therefol'e most unreasonable, now that our views had prevailed 
and their views had been set aside. that they should come forward even as first 
claimants upon that very Fund, and insist upon our advocating THEIR claims 
as a condition of continuing the Union. We adverted to the fact, that they 
had large pecuniary resOllrces for the support of their Institutions in England 
-that tbey had large funds for the education of their children; whilst the 
brethren in Canada, who bad endured toils and privations such as no Preachers 
in England of tbe present day had endured, had no such means at their di .. 
posal in that new country. Wo likewise mentioned the circumstan~e, that tbe 
Clergy Reserve Fund was a provillcial revenue, and intended to aid the funds 
of Christian denominations in Upper Canada, and not the funds of Christian 
denominations in England; that tbis was the case with each of the Churches 
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in Upper CdlJada who received a pOl'lioll of the Pl'ol'ccds of the CIl"rgy 
Re~erves, w;th the excepti"" of the Church of England; in l'E.spect to which 
the Propagation Society bad assumed the responsibility of supporting· the 
Epi~,:opal Clergy in that Provillee; that if the Wesleyan Conference in England 
would assume the same responsibility in regllrd to the support of the M inistel·. 
of our Church in Upper CanaJa that the Propagation Society sustained in 
regard to the SIlPPOl't of the Episcopal Clergy, we would very readily give our 
consent and support to their claims UpOll the Clergy fieserve Fund. 

S. In regard to ilIosus. Stin;,oo and Richey, such was thecourse of proceed­
ing which they had thought pl'oper to pur.ue, that we should feel it our duty 
to make a statement of it fOI' the illformation of our urethren, many of whom 
would feel not a hule astonished and grieved to learn, that notwithstanding 
the marked attentions which had been pnid to them by tbeir brethren both in 
the ministry and amongst the laity of our church in Canada, Messr;;. Stinson 
and Rich~y had been, during the last two years, writing letters to London of 
a disparaging and calumnious cbaracter against their fellow labourers in 
Canada; that MI'. Stinson had .tat.,d in n leuer dated as late as the 20th of 
last March tnat it was a "degradation" fol' the Committee in London to con­
tinue a union with" such men ;'" that Mr. Richey bad stated that, during his 
four years' residence in Upper Canada, he b,d been" treated as a strange .. , 
a foreigner, I1nd an alien;" and that during tit is whole proceeding both 
Messrs. Stinson and Riel\l'Y had done e\'cry thing in their power against tbe 
Canada Conference. 

6. Respecting the general and undefined claim of ,. efficient direction" over 
the" public proceedings" of the Canada Confprence, 'it should be observed­
(1) That the articles of union already gave tht'm very great I'0wer-every 
thing indeed that we conceived could be reasonauly desired; (2) Tbat if they 
demanded an "efficienL direction" oYer tbe "public proceedings" of the 
Canada Conference generally, they ought to assume the responsibility of sup­
porting the institutions generally of the W csleyan Methodist Church in Cana­
da. How could a father be responsible for the support even of his own chil­
dren, if he were not the master of h:s own talents and energies and resources­
if he were the property, as to " efficient directiun," of another 1 The pro­
prietor was, of course, the properly re;;ponsible per;on for the support of both 
the slave and bis children. How could they therefore insist upon" an efficient 
direction over the public proceedings" of the Canada Conference, and yet 
actually maintain at the same time, as a written a,·ticle of ag"eement, that the 
Canada Conference should have" no claim upon the funds of the English 
Confe"ence 7" If the Canada Coonexioo was respocsible, and entirely depend­
ing upon its own" proceedings" for the support of its own institutions, it must 
be the judge and dirl'ctor of those proceedings. The contrary principle is an 
absurdity in all the civil and reiigious and social relations of life. Not even a 
father claims an "efficient direction" over the proceedings of his children when 

• Not. by E. R.-The Editor of the Guardian and his friends supported, at 
this eventful crisis, the adminisLration of the Governor General; this Mr. Stinson 
lepresents as a .. degradation." 
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they are thrown upon their own ,·esource. for tllCir own Bupport; much leu 
ought one community to claim such n direction over .nother self-sustained and 
self·supported community on an opposite side of the Atlantic. 

7. And even upon these terms they did not p·/'opose a pennane"I continua­
tion of the Union, Lut only until the next Confe"enco to be assembled in Man­
chester, July, 1841, when they would" determine finally Ihe course which, in 
referellce 10 this Vnion, it may llten be proper to adopt in the settlement of 
the whole affair"-thus insisting upon the use of the name and influence and 
advocacy of "the Upper Canada Brethren" in order to secure the claims oC 
the Committee in London upon the patronage and support of the Government; 
requiring the Canada Conf~rence to divest itself of the attributes essential to 
any Body responsible for its own proceedings and the support of its own mem­
bers and institutions, and even calling upon the Canada Conference .. to admit 
and MAINTAIN," in its official organ, the principle that it is the" duty of 
civil governmenls to apply a portion of their resources for the support of the 
Christian religion ;" and after all, by a solemn act of their Cnnference, making 
the Ullion a question of agitation and electioneering for twelve months to come. 
at the end of which they woul~ decide whether their own purposes could be 
best promoted by continuing or discontinuing the Union! 

Moreover, we stated to the Committee at different times, and adverted to it 
more particularly in our concluding observations to the Conference, that tlie 
whole of their views and proceedings see",ed to be founded upon the suppo­
sition and assumption, that the Brethren in Canada were but mere children, 
comparatively ignorant of the principles of Wesleyan Methodism, incompetent 
and unfit to judge and act for thpmselves; whereas, the Connexion in that Pro­
vince, in relation to the Ministry or Laity, oug"t not to be treated as mere 
children. For, (1) in no pa,t of the world, did we think the Ecclesiasticol 
polity of Methodism was so well understood by the members of the Chorch 
generally as in Upper Canada; the rea$Oo of which was obvious from the facts, 
that, in addition to the ordinary means anti inducement. for information on the 
various hranches of that great system, a vigorous attempt was made in 1828 to 
introduce lay delegation and other essential changes in the economy of Metho­
dism in that Province, which led to an elahorate discussion of aU its essenlial 
and distinctive principles, and resulted in-its more permanen~ establishment in 
its purity und integrity. In 1833-4, in consequence of the Union, every part 
of the polity of Methodism underwent a second rigid scrutiny and thurough 
discussion. Subsequently, in 1836-7. in consequence of legal proceeding5 
affecting our title to chapel property which had been instituted against us, our 
whole polity in relation to the civil law, the powers of the Confcrenc<", &c., 
was elaborately and fully discu.sed by thQ Judges of the land, and several pub­
lic writers. During the last twelve years, therefore, L' pper Canada has been a 
sort of manual labour school for the stuily of Methodist Church polity; and 
the leading feator!'s of it were as familiar as household words to the 
members of our church generally. They ought not to be "'gal'ded, tbere­
fore, as untutored children. (2) Whilst we admitted many advantages in 
England for the improvement of the Ministry ",hicn we did not possess in.­
Canada, we must say that our examinations of candidates for the ministry were 

D 
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already more extensive and thorough than theirs. Their examinations were 
wholly confined to Divinity-did not even embrace the Evidences of Chri,­
tianitg-a circumstance which had been regretted by several members of the 
British Conference in their remarks a day or two before; while, on the contrary, 
the examinations of candidates for the ministry under the direction of our Con­
ference were quite as extensive and as minute as their even on the various doc­
trines in Divinity j in addition to which, a general course of study, with the 
proper books, was prescribed to them during their four years of probation; and 
they were examined on the Evidences of Christianity, .Moral Philosophy, 
Mer,tal Philosophy, Natural Theology, Logic, Rhetoric, Ancient and 
Modern History, Ecclesiastical History, and Wesleyan Church Polity, 
including the pretensions to the Divine Episcopal Succession, the authority and 
function. of the Ministry, tbe Administration and Rules of the Discipline. 

At this point the President interposed, intimating that he tbollght these 
observations did not relate to the subject before the Conference, and could not 
be admitted at that advaneed hour after so much time had been occupied in 
the investigation of this affair. 

It was then observed on our part, in conclusion, that we considered the 
adoption of that Report by the Conference as equivalent to a relinquishment of 
the Articles of Union, which it was our duty and object to maintain inviolate; 
that while we had felt disposed, and again and again expressed a willingness, 
to concede any thing that was not unjust to our constituents and our country, 
and to consult in the most amicable and liberal spirit for the promotion of the 
great objects and interests of religion there by the agency of Methodism, we 
could not, on the part of the Confenmce we represented. nor did we believ.e the 
Canada Conference ever would, accede to the demands and neU{ conditions 
embodied in the Report of their Committee. 

We were then requested to retire; but at that juncture the Rev. DR. BEAU­
MONT rose, to move a dissolution of the Union, ohserving-" there is just as 
much reason ill the Canada Conference sending Presidents to us as for us to 
send Presidents to them; and they are just as competent to manage their own 
affairs, as we are to manage our affairs." The Rev. DR. BUNTING said he 
thought so too-that he respected the Canada Conference; and what had just 
been stated (respecting the acquaintance of the Methodi;ts in Upper Caaada 
with their Church polity and the examinations of Candidates for the Ministry) 
confirmed him (Dr. B.) in the opinion which he had long entertained, that the 
Union had been wrong from the beginning. He (Dr. B.) believed it had been 
a great evil to the Canada Conference, and no good to the British Conference. 
It was in his (Dr. B's) opinion a well-intended, hut an ill-advised measure. 

We then retired; and were informed in the course of the evening, that 
quite a majority of the Conference had voted against that clause of the Report 
which recommended the continuation of the U niun, but had adopted with one 
or two verbal alterations, the other parts of the Report. \'Ve were informed, 
indeed, that 13 to 17 of the Committee voted against the adoption of that 
clause of the Report. It is however. deserving of remark, that at Manches­
ter, 1833, upwards of three hundred Preachers adopted the Articles of Union 
hy a unanimous vote; but that at N ewca5t!e-upon-Tyne. 1840, those ArticJ.,~ 
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wer~ relinquished on the part of the British Cunf~.renc,' by the vote of 8 rna: 
jori!y of seventy two Preachers. 

Tile following morning, August 15. we left Newcastle-upon-Tyne for Lon­
don; and ten days afterwards, ~5th of August, we received an official copy of 
the Report of the Committee and of the proceedings of the Conference. 

During the early part of the proceedings of the Committee of the British 
Conference. we intimated our intentIon, should they proceed to relinquish the 
Union, to publish in England aq well as in Canada, the official proceedings of 
both Conferences and a full statement of tbe case. Subsequently, however, we 
abandoned that intention. and concluded to return to Canada with all conveni. 
ent despatch; but Oil examining the Report of the Proceedings of the British 
Conference on the subject of our Mission. we found it to be, in our judgment, 
so defective and partial in its statements, and calculated to convey so errone. 
ous an impre;sion in regard to the whole affair, that we felt we should do in· 
justice to our Church and to ourselves not. to publish in London, as well as in 
Canada, the whole of the official proceedings and correspond~nce relative to 
the Union and the recent events which have grown out of it. During four 
days of our last week'. stay in London we prepared in a letter to the Rev. Dr. 
Hannah, Secretary of tho British Conference, a full reply to its r"'ported pro. 
ceedings, and got a pamphlet of 120 pages passed through the press, entitled, 
., WESLEYAN METHODIST CONFERENCE: its Union witk the Conference of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Cc.nuda in August 1833, ami it, sepa. 
rationfrom the Canada Conference in Augu.t 1840: consisting of the 
Official Prrxeedings and Correspondence of botk Bodies a1~d tlteir Repre. 
sentatires. By W. & E. RYERSOS, Riipresentatives of tke Canada Con­
ference. Publisked in consequence of tlte Publication of the Proceeding. 
of the Englisk Conference in the priTtted Minutes." 

We refer to our letter to Dr. Hannah for a more full discussion of the pro­
ceedings of the English Conference, and of the nature and merits of its as. 
sumptions over the ,"esleyan Methodist Church in Canada. We will tbete. 
fore conclude tbis Report with a few general remarks. 

1. While communications have from time to time been transmitted to England 
during the last two years and upwards, by Members of the British Conference, 
derogatory to the character of their Brethren in Canada who had cordially re­
ceived them amongst them. and who supposed they were acting in mutual good 
faitb and confidence i and while the Missionary Secretaries in London have 
thought propel' to employ these clandestine and heretofore unsuspected commu. 
nications to justify their own aggressions upon the expressly reserved rights 
and privileges and interests of the Canada Conference, and the governing por. 
tion pf the English Conference have sanctioned such a course of proceeding, 
and have acted upon the.e representations and embodied the substance of some 
of them in its own Resolutions, it is a matter of thankfulness to Almighty God, 
hor.orable to our Church, and calculated to afford satisfaction in the review 
that up to the moment of the relinquishment of its connexional relations with 
the Canada Conference, not a line, in any shape or form, could be prodnced 
from the publication or pen of any member of our Conference derogatory to 
the character of the British Conference or of individual members of it. On 
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nil occasions, and throughout the whole period of our connexional Union with 
the English Conference, our language has been respectful and affectionate. 

2. It ought not to be supposed that all those l.\Iembers of the English Con. 
ference who advocated the abrogation of the Articlp.s (·f the Union on their 
part, were influenced by unf.iendly feelings towards the ccnnexion in Callada, 
or were actuated by thos~ notions of prerogative and power which have char· 
acterised the communications and proceedings of the Missionary Secretaries in 
London. 011 the contrary, we have the best reason to believe that many even 
of that portion of the British Conference were actuated more by a regard to 
the efficient operations and best interests of the Wesleyan Methodist Church 
in Canada than to the pretensions set up in London-believing that such claims 
of authority over, and such perpetual intermeddling with our affairs. without 
any personal 01' adequate knowledge of them, without any identification of in­
terest with us, without any residence in this country, or any personal liability 
to the consequences of such intermeddli.g, must be injurious to our peace nnd 
harmony, enfeebling to our energies, and unfavourable to the prosperity of our 
Church, to an amount far overbalancing any advantages whicb could be ration­
ally supposed to arise from our nominal connexion with the English Conference. 
We are satisfied that the great majodty of the Members of the Conference in 
England sincerely desire the peace and prosperity of Methollism in this coun­
try in connexion with our Conference; and towards therr. in return we should 
continue to deem;t alike ou,' duty and our privilege to cherish sentiments of 
respect and affection. 

3. Though every reasonable effort has been made on the part of our Confer­
enco to maintain tbe Articles of the Union inviolate, and to prevent a dissolu­
tion of it, the circumstances which have transpired-the system of espionage 
upon our proceedings and the official and private conversations of our Preach­
ers which has been carried on by official members of the British Conference as­
sociated with us, the clandestine and slanderous correspondence between tbem 
nod the Missionary Secretaries in London, and their party agitations amongst 
us, and the interference of the Missionary Secretaries with our local and inter­
nal affairs -render it very doubtful whether its operations could bave been har­
moniously and advantageously maintained for any great lengtb of time; in ad­
dition to which circumstances may be mentioned, tbe strong inclination. that 
are cherished and the efforts whicb are being made by leading Members of the 
British Conference, and especially on the part of the Missionary Secretaries, 
under whose control and management the affairs of Canada must always be 
placed-to introduce the use of gOW7!8 into Methodist pulpits, and the use of 
lheforms of prayer and the liturgy into Methodist Chapels as far as possible 
throughout their whole work;~ the almost universal opposition in the British 
Conference (0 Societies whose object is to promote total abstinence from the 

.. Note by E. R.-It is not intended to cast any rcOection upon those Clergy 
who wear Q0wn8 and use the Liturgy,. but they constitute no part of the 
psraphemaha of METHODISM; and we thm\. those who desire the use of them 
had b!'tter go to the 9hureh of England, where such appendages to public 
worshIp appear approprIate, than to attempt to introduce the use of them into 
NIITHODIST CONGREGATIONS. 



21 

ordinary use of all spirituous liquors, and their prohibition of the use of their 
Chapels for the meetings of any such Societies. In these, as well as in 
other matters, an "efficien~ dir~ctiont" would, of COUl'se, be @oon claimed 
"over the proceedings" of our Chu"ch, in order to maintain our adherence to 
principles and proceedings to which, as it would be stated, the Body in Eng­
land had pledged itselr. 

4. The circumstances under which the English Conference have refuged to 
continue the Union, place our Church in the most favorable position which 
could have been desired in the event of such an occurrence. This proceeding 
of the English Conference is not Lasd. upon the allpged, much less proved 
violalion of any article of the Union on the part of our Conference, but upon 
our non-compliance with demands and conditions which amount to so many new 
Articles of Union. All contracts are binding upon each of the contracting par­
ties. Articles of contract or agreement can only be dissolved by mutual con­
sent of the parties concerned, by death, or by legal process. The act oi the 
British Conference, therefore, under the circumstances referred to, is no disso­
lution of the Union; but a Secession from it, and involves all the consequen­
ces of a secession to the Seceder, and corresponding advantages to the party 
seceded from. A party seceding from a contract incurs, at least, the loss of 
all that he had acquired under the contract. The Artic!es of Union remnin 
effective to our Conference until it agraes to the dissolution. Our connexion 
is therefore secure in the legal possession of all the l\fi,.ion., the appointment 
of the Missionaries, and the election of the President: we have not to alter a 
aingle line of our Discipline; the position of ou,· Conference is unchanged, 
though the position of the English Conferenco is e.senlially changed. We 
have only to proceed onward it: our work of faith anellabour of love, minding 
the same thing, and perfectly joined together in the same judgment and in the 
same heart-"edoubling our united exertions in support of the cause of Missions 
as well as the cause of personal piety and of pure religion generally-trusting 
in the name and promises of Him who hath always callsed us to .. triumph in 
every place," and the days of peace, of joy, and "uccess will raturn upon Ud 

with more than former splendour. 

Toronto, Sept. 23, 1840. 

WILLIAM RYI!RSON, 

EGERTON Rn:Rsol'. 





APPENDIX 

TO TilE FOREGOING REPORT. 

No. l. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE IN LONDON. 

Resolutions of a Committ~e appointed by/he Bri/ish Conj"'ence of 1839, to 
decide finally in allillatters relatinlf to the V,';o" exi.ling be/ween /he 
Britilh Conference and the Vpper Canada COItjc-re1lee, and to Ote Indim. 
lIIissions in Vppe-r Canada, 77, Halton Garder<, ~Vedne8day, 29t1. of 
April, 1840. 

The Committee having before them various documents showing that some of 
the Pledges given at the last Canadian' Conference have not becn ful611ed. 
especially in the condlJ~t of the Rev. Egerton Ryprson. in the management of 
ti,e Christian Goardian i-and also, a letter fmm Mr. Under-Secretary Vernon 
Smith, addressed to Dr. Alder, stating that It represer.tation had been received 
from Mr. Ryerson. urging the claim of the Upper Canarla Confr.rencA, to tho 
exelusive mtmagement of the yearly grant received by the Wesleyan Mission­
ary Society.-which letter was accompanied by n despatch fmm the Governor­
Genernl of Canada on the subject. and inclosing a copy i)f Mr. Ryerson's letter 
to Hi. Excellency, bave come to the following resolutions:-

I. That just gmund'. of complnint exiat .. gainst the Rev. Egerton Ryerson, 
particularly on the following point. :-

1. That Mr Ryerson, as it appears to the Committee, in his recent commu­
nications with the Governor-General, and on other occasions, has virtually and 
practically superseded the Rev. Jos. Stinson, the regulnrly appointed Pr~"ident 
of the Upper Cannda Conference, nnd therefore the official Agent "~J Repre. 
sentative of the WesTeyan body in Upper Canada. during the interim of its 
sittings i-and hilS thus acted with great and culpable irregulanty. 

2. That in Cf.e judgment of this Committee Mr.- Ryerson hns di.rovered an 
utter want of ingenuousness and ictegrity in thus attempting to gain the pos­
session, on behalf of the Canndian Conference, in whole or in part. of the grant 
made by the Crown to th .. Wesfeyan Missionary Society. nnd tI,at he has in 
this matter committed' a flagrant violation of the obligations arising from the 
union between the two Conferences. 

3. That the Christian Guardian, of which Mr. Ryerson is the editor. instead 
of being conducted according to expr-css stipulation and promise made to Dr. 

E 
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Alder, and the direction of the Canada Conference, as a religious paper, has 
become more than ever a political and party organ, aud that Mr. Ryerson's 
attempted defence of its proceedings, by an allu~ion to the .alleged offici~l au­
thority of the Watchman newspaper, in England, lS founded m a gross mJ;rep­
resentation of facts, in as much as the British Conference has no political or 
religious organ whatever but its Own recognised periodicals, and ?as no?,:, but 
the proprietors and editors of the \,Vatchman, not one of whom," a mmlster, 
are responsible for its contents. 

II. That the Committee nre far from implicating the whole or any part of 
the members of the Upper Canada Conference, in these unjustifiable proceed­
ings oC\lr. Ryerson, and cannot but hope that tlwy will utterly repudiate them 
at their next annual sittin!(, and mark the spnse which they entertain of such a 
dishonest attempt to deprive the Wesleyan Mis,ionllry Committee of their just 
nnd righteous claims, on the plighted faith of the British Crown nnd govern­
ment, by partial. clandestine, and una11lhorised rppresentation, in such manner 
as tho nature of the c.15e require"; and that they will place the Christian 
Guardian. ifit must be continued as a newspaper at all, in such hands as will at 
Jeast secure the fulfilment of the oft-reppated promlse, that it shall be exclusive­
ly a religious publication. The Committee are the more encourag"d to hope 
that the Conference will adopt this course, from the report of Dr. Alder, that 
various members of that body had expressed to him the deep~st grief at the 
political course pursued by Mr. Ryerson, in conducting the Christian Guardian, 
and th"ir earnest desire to maintain unimpaired, onJust and proper principles., 

. the union which now exists between the two Conferences. 
Ill. If, however, this reasonable expectation sho1lld be disappointed, and a 

majority of the Canada Conference, at their next sitting, should be found to 
support and encourage such proceedings as tho,e of which the Committee 
complain, itwill be their painful duty to recommend to the next British Confer­
ence, to dissolve the union which lit present subsists between the two Con­
nexions, and to adopt such measures for the maintenance and extension of the 
Inrlian missions in Upper Canada, as may appear to be necessary. 

IV. That the Committee are deeply sensible of the injury t() the cause of 
God and to the interests of the province which may be anticipated from a dis­
solution of t1,e onion, anrl are anxious, if possible, to prevent thei! occurrence; 
of which anxiety the British Conference have given repeated proof, by the dep­
utations they have sent to Canada, anrl the other measures they have adopted_ 
If, therefore, the Canadian Conference should deem it to be its rluty to send a 
Representative to the next British Conference, for the purpose of offering any 
explanations, or of making pro!,osals with a view to perpctll&ting the union; 
or should that be found impracticable, foc the purpose of making such arrange­
ments as may prevent unseemly and unchristian collisions betwep." members 
of the two divisions of the same great family, the Committee nssure the Can­
allian Conference, that such Representative will be received with cordial affec­
tion by the British Conference, and tha.t every attention will be paid to his 
statements and representation~. 

V. That whatever may be the result of these atrairs, the C()mmittee take it 
for granted that no objection or opposition will be offered to the Wesleyan 
Missionary <:o~rnittee!etaining its d.irection of the Indian missions in Upp~r 
Ca?"da,-mlsslons WhlCh they were Instrumental in saving from ruin, and on 
whlch they have pxpended so large a proportion of their attention and of their 
fun~s: ?ut should any obj.ection. or .opposition be otrered from any quarter to 
th,:'~ dOing so, the Commlttee, 1ll Vlrlue of the power vested in them by the 
Bnu.h Conference, recommend and direct, that under no circumstances shall 
anyone of the missions amongst the Aboriaines be voluntarily abandoned by 
tho Wesleyan Missiunary Society. 0 

77, Hatton Garden, London, April 30th, 1840. 
ELIJAH HOOLE. 
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No.2. 

Extract of a Leiter from R. VERNON SMITH, M. P., Und~r Colonial Sec. 
retary, dated Downing Street, 15th of April, Vl40. 

SlR-I am directed by Lord JOHN RUSSELL to acknowled:1;e the receipt of your 
letter of the 8th instant, requesting, on behalf of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society. an interview with his lurdship on matters alfeeling the operations of 
th", Society in Upper Canada. and requesti~g his lord.hip's attention more 
e~pecially to tha c\"im of tbe Society's annual grant of £700, which they have 
hitherto en,loyed from the revenue of that province. 

His lordship de5ire.; me in reply to inform you, that he has already '"eceived 
from the Goverr.or-General, a despalch on the subject to which your letter 
relates, accompanied by n representation from Mr. Ryerson, explaining the 
nature of the financial alfnrs between the British Wesleyan Conference in 
England, and the Conference of the Wesleyan Methodi.ts in Upper Canafla, 
and urging the claim of the latter to :he exclusive management of thn yearly 
grant. 

Under these circumstances it appears to his lordship that tho most con­
venient course will be to afford the British Wesleyan Cenference in England, 
the o:,portunity of discussing the proposal which Mr. Ryerson ha. made. He 
hos, therefore, directed me to fumish you with a copy of that gentleman's 
communication, and to acquaint yeu that he will he ready to conoider any 
objections which the Wesleyan Missionary Society may have to urgo to a eorn­
pliance with the proposal which it contains. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) R. VERNON SMITH. 
To the Rev. R. 'Alder, 

Wesleyan Mi.$ion House, 77, Hatton Garden. 

No.3. 

Copy of a Letter, addressed to the Governo'r General of Canada by the Rev. 
Egerton Ryerson, dated Toronto, Jan. 17, 1840. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCF:LLENCY, 

I proceed to state in as few words as possihle, the nature of the finaneiRl 
relations which exist between the British Wesleyan Conference in England and 
the Conference ef the Wesleyan Methodist Chulth in Upper Canada. In the 
ypar 1784, the late Rev. J. Wesley recommended the formation of the Metho­
di.t Societies in Americ", into a distinct and independent Body, with the attri­
butes and style of a Church-he having aFpointed general Superintend ants, or 
Bishops, to perform O,'dination, &'c., among them. It was by persons who 
had be~n ordained and appointed by these American Bishops, that the Metho-

. dist Church wa. established in Upper Canada. Down to 1833, the Methodist 
Church in this Province had no more ecclesiastical connection with the 'Ves­
leyan Conference in England, than existo between the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United StatPs and the Established Church of England. In 1833, 
An arrangement was agreed upen by the \Vesley"n Conferenc,e in this Province 
and that in England, by which aco·operation was to take place III the labors of the 
two bodies in Upper Canada. That arrangement consists of certain regulations, 
called 'Articles of Union.' These Articles provide that the Conference in 
England may. when they see fit, appoint a person to preside over the C~nada 
Conference, the samB ns the Crown appoints a Cemmissioner to preside III the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland ; but, that the Canadian Preach­
ers shall have no claim upon the funds of the British ConferencD. 
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It wos al.o nareed, thnt the Briti.h Conference .llOuM assume the responsi­
bility of supporting the Indinn Missions, which had be('n. or might thereafter 
be, established in Upper Canado. They have 0100 agreed to employ Cana­
dian Preachers on those mi.sion.; but the Conference in England i. the judg(' 
of the amount to be expended in each and e,'Cry year; and the moment any 
prl'acher i. disabled for the mi.sion work, or cease. to be actively employed in 
it, he car. receive nothing from the fund. f)f the British Conference, but is 
entirely depp.ndtlnt upon the Canadian Conference. It will therefore be 
observed, that there are two departments of the work, in connexion with the 
Weslp.yan cause in this Province; namely-what we ('nil, the regldar or 
circuit work, Hn,l the mission work. In carrying on the former, no claim can 
be made upon the funds of the British Conference; in carrying or. the latler, 
thA British Conference has agrepd to assume the pecuniary responsibility, and 
is the sole judge of the extent of it nnd the amount of expenditure. 

The former embra~es 47 cil'cuits, and the latter embraces 14 circuits-five 
among the New Settlements, nll.lnine amongst the Aborigir.al Indian Tribes. 
On many of the regula,' cirCUits, the congreglltions are unable to pay more 
than two-thirds, and in some instances not more than one-half, of the discipli­
lIary sal;ary or allowance of the Preachers. The loss of such deficiences must 
be endured by the Preacher. concerne,), unless, as in the case of Mr. Richey, 
they happen to be members of the British Conference; as we have not as yet 
any fJnd. to supply them. and have no claims upon the fUllds of the British 
Conference Cor that purpose. 

The same remark applies to chapels that are in embarrassed circumstances, 
and also to places where chapels Bre needed, but where the inhabitants are not 
ubi .. to pay more than a part of the amount necessary to build tbem. It mAy 
also be observed, thnt, in addition to doing all thot is done towards supporting 
the regular circuit WOl k, and building nil the chapels that are built in connex­
ion with it, annual collection. and subscriptions are made throughout all our 
congregations, in aid of the funds of the British Wesleyan Missionary Society. 
These collections and subscriptions amount to from one thousand to 6ftE'en 
hundred pounds ?er annum. 

It is therefore perfectly clpar, that a Government grant to the British Wes· 
leyan Conferl'nce, and a grant to the Conference of the W I'sleyan Methodist 
Church in Canada, are two very different things. That the latter is not in 
nny way benefited by grallts to the former, will appear obvious, for the fo)Jow­
ing reasons :-

J. The Canadian Conference collect. more than the sum necessary to sup­
pOI"! the five mi .. ions to the riew Settlements, and the nine Indian missiolls 
were established previously to 1833, when the Briti.h Conferer.ce agreed to 
assume the lesponsibility of supporting them. 

2. The Government grants were discontinup.d for two or three years, but it 
did not in the least atrect the Canad;'," missions; although if the society in 
England had had addit.ional sums P'l"lll to those grants at their disposal those 
years, they. would llave extended the;" missionary operations in other parts of. 
the world," a corresponding ratio, as they are multiplying their various mi.s­
iOlls (except in Upper Canada) in proportion to the increase of their funda. 

3. The Government grant. are not acknowledged in any reports of the Con­
ference of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada, but in the annual re­
ports of the Wesleyan Missionary Society in London. 

The annual appropriations for the Canadian missions are made in June of 
each year, and should a dissolution of the Union take place between tbe bodies, 
as intimated 10 your Excellency by Messrs. Stinson and Richey, the Confer­
ence in England would claim the missions in this Province-notwithstandiog 
their original establishment by the Canadian Conference, and tl:e annual collec­
uons made to support them. But I apprehend no disposition on the pat·, of 
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t~ ~ritish Conference t? di,,?lve ,the Union, unless th .. y can get Government 
!t,Il Independent of the Cana,),au Conference to pr,'secute their "i.,w •. 
,I conceive.therefore that any grants intended to ber.efit the We.l"yan Metho­

d,st Church ,n Canada, ought undoubtedly to be placed at the disrosal of the 
Conference of that Church. 

I have, &c. 

[Signed] EGERTON RYERSON. 

[NOTE: BY E. RYEnsoN.-When I wrote the foregoing letter, I had not the 
remotest idea that it would ever ~e laid before Hrr Majesty's Secretary of State 
for the Colonlcs ; and, Iherefore, it could not have "cen an application to I,is 
Lordship on any subject, Mr. Vernon Smith has inadvertently attriLuted to me 
what was recommended by His Excellency the Governor General of Canada. 
The recommendation was also spontaneous on the part of His Excellency, and 
/lowed from his own sense of justice and sound pohcy, after the most thorough 
investigation of the subject. My letter was also dictated to a considerahle degree 
by certain communications which Mr. Stinson and Mr. Richey had made to His 
Excellency. A full. explanation of the circumstances uncler which I wrote Ihe 
aLove letter will be found in the former part of the letter addressed by the Repre­
sentatives of the Wesleyan Conference in Canada to Lord John Russetl, in reply 
\0 Dr. Alder.] 

No.4. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CANADA CONFERENCE. 

Extracts from the Journal of the Conference of tlte Wesleya" Methodist 
Church i" Canada, assembled at Belleville, Vpper Canada, 'J"'te, 1840. 

P,iday b[or1ling, June 121h • 
.. Resumed the question in relation to the examination of charncter • 
• , On the name of Egerton Ryerson being called, the President of the Con­

ference presented certain documents from a committee of the British Wesleyan 
conference. The documents were read, headed as follows, viz. : 

"1. Extrl\Ct of n letter from R. Vernon Smith, M. P., Under Colonial Sec­
retary, addressed to Dr. Alder, 15 April, 1840. 

"2. A copy of a letter addressed to the Governor General of Canada, by 
the Rev. E. Ryerson, dated Toronto, 17 January, 1840 • 

.. 3. Copy of the resolutions of a committee appointed by the British con­
ference of 1839 to decide finally on all matters relating to tbe Union existing 
between the British conference and the Upper Canada conference, and the 
Indian missions in Upper Canada, 77 Hatton Garden, Wednesday, 29 April, 
1840. 

"Resolved,-That these documents be taken into consideration on Monday 
morning, the 15th instant. 

Monday, June 15th • 
.. Proceeded to toke up the documents transmitted from the committee of 

the British Wesleyan conference in England, in relation to Egerton Ryerson . 
.. The Assistant Secretary read, first the letter of the Rev. E. Ryerson to the 

Governor General of Canada; secondly, extract of a letter from R. Vernon 
Smith, E.q. M. P. to Dr. Alder; thirdly, resolutions of a committee ~f the 
British Wesleyan conference in London, dated 77 Hatton Garden, Apnl 29, 
1840, and sigoed ' Elijah Hoole.' 
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Mr. Richey appeared as tho arcus!'l' in bel",lf of the London committee. 
After a lengthpned address }1. Richcy nloved, seconded by E. Evans, that it be 

Resllived-" That this Conference has heard with great 9urpri.,c an,1 regret, 
of Bmther Egerton Ryerson's attempt to deprive the British Wesleyan Mission­
ary Committee, of the annual grant received by them from the imperial govern­
ment. to enable thcm to extend their mi"ions in this province; and that they 
utterly repudiate such proceedlllgs on the pdrt of Mr. Ryerson, not only as 
irregular and unauthurised, but directly opposed to !l resolution adopted by 
dlis Cunference at its IU'5t session, re:::cinding- the second. fifth, and sixth res­
olutinns, passed hy thi' Conference in June, 1837, on the subject of the grants 
in question, because those resolutiuns were repl'esented by l\Ir. A Ider as inter­
fering with the usages of the British Brethren, and calculated materially to 
retUl'd their interests." 

Tuesday, June 16th. 
:\fet at 8, A. M., reading, singing, and prayer. Resumed the consideration of 

the documents relative to E. Ryerson. 
Tit" memorial of tlte Rev .. Joseph St.in.on, President of the Conference, 

and the Rev. l\Iatthew Richey, Superintendent of Torop.to city circuit to His 
Excellency the Right Hon. Charles Pou lett Thomson, Governor-General of 
Canada, on the subjpct of the Clergy Reserves was read. Mr. E. Ryerson 
proceeded to address the Conference. Adjourned. 

Conference met at 2 o'clock, P. M., singing aud prayer. Mr. E. Ryerson 
proceeded in and closed his address. Adjourned. 

Wednesday, JUlie 17th. 
Conference met at 8 A. M., reading, singing, and prayer. Resumed the 

consideration of the resolutions of the London Committee. After considerable 
discussion the resolution introduced by Mr. Richey was put, when the yeas and 
nays were ordered to be taken. 

YEAS.-A. Prindel. M. Richey, IIf. Lang, J. Norris, rVilliam Scott, E. 
Evans, J. Douse, and Bt!njamil£ Slight-S.~ 

* During the investigation of the matter, Mr. E. Ryerson was asked whether 
he intended his letter to the Governor General to be an application for the Grant 
which had been made to the Wesleyan Missionary Committee in London. He 
declined giving any answer to the question, leaving his Jetter to speak for itself, 
and leaving his Brethren to judge according to the evidence before them. After 
the Conference had decided on the question, Mr. E. Ryerson rose and said he 
now felt himself at liberty to answer the question which had been proposed to 
bim respecting his intentions; he I1Itended his letter to t.he Govelnor General to 
be precisely what the Governor General had understood, and had stated it in a 
despatch to Lord John Russell to be,-an exposition of the fillaTtcial relatIOns of 
the 'Vesleyan Conference in Englanc! and the Conference of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church in Canada. He intmded, secondly, that whatever pu~lic aid 
was intended for the henefit of the Wesleyan Methoc!ist Church in Canada, 
should be placed at the disposal of the Confere.1ce of that Church. But whether 
the grant which had heretofore been paid to the Missionary Committee tn London, 
was intended in any way whatever to benefit the Wesleyan Methodist Church in 
Canada, he (Mr. E. Ryerson) had not intended to express, and had not expressed, 
any opinion. (In this statement being made, one, if not two or three, of those 
who had voted in the minorityof eight observed, that had they heard that statement 
previously to recording their votes, they would have voted with the majority. A 
day or two afterwards, when the communication from the Governor General was 
received an(1 read in relation to the allegatIOns of the London Committee, others 
who had voted in the minority of eight, expressed a wish to change their voles; 
but Mr. Ryers~n obje,:te~ to it as irregular, and as setting an improper precedent 
-expressmg hiS convictIOn that every member of the Conference on one aide 88 

well as the other had recorded his vote honestly, according to Ihe best of hitt 
judgment, and the evidence he had before him when his vote Wi\.ll given. 
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NAYS.-S. Bellon, E. Slone!!, H. Biggar, T. Palocett, II'. Cose, R. 
Heyland, C. R. Allison, J. Musgrove, E. Shepherd . .T. Scott, C. Flummer. 

fell, J. 1I1'1nlire, R. Jones, J. Black, E. Heally, Wi/Ii,,,,, Haw, B. Nanke· 
vill, S. Hurlburl, ~Filliam Willoughby, P. Jones, C. Vandusen, L. lI'arn. 
er, A. Green, J. Ryerson, J. U. Manly, J. Brock, J. Beatty, S. Rose, J. Car· 
rol, D. Berny, D. Hardy, v'. B. Howard, G. Miller, H. Jj'ilkinson, R. 
Corsm<, EdlOY Ryerson, H. Shaler, D. vVrighl, IV. H. n'illiams, D. Mc· 
Mullen, n'. Ryerson, A. ltf'Nabb, T. Bevitt, H. Montgomery, A. Hurlburl, 
Ezra Adams, III. ~Vhiting, A. Adams, .T Boxle,', J.1Ilcs8more, S. IVald· 
ron, W. Young, .T. Law, G. Pool, 111 M'Mullen, P. Ker, G. H. Playler, 
H. Dean, and J. Le,'er-59. 

The resolution of Mr. Richey was therefore negntived by a majority of fifty. 
one. 

S. Miles and S. Huntingdon were excu;ed from voting, as they had not been 
able, in cunseqnence of indisposition, to attend during the whole investigation 
of the matter. 

Brother Steer wa< excused from voting on the ground of conscientious 
scruples, as he could not make up his judgment. 

Adjoumed. 
Friday, June 19th. 

After the most mature consideration of the several subjects referred to in the 
resolutions of the Commit:ee of the English Wesleyan Conference, dated, 77. 
Hatton Garden, London, 29th April, 1840, the following resolutions were 
adopted: 

Resolved-
1. That we cannot recognize any right on the part (If the Committee, to 

interfere with the Canada Conference in the managemen~ of our own internal 
affair's (except as provided for by the Article. of Union,) and especially with 
our views and proceedings on the question of the Clergy Re,erves; as we are 
precluded by the articles of union with the English Confel'cr.ce from all claim. 
uFon its fund., and as our own uncontrolled action and intere.ts ha ve al ways 
been reserved and admitted in relation to the question of the Clergy Reserves. 

II. That, as the articles of union between the English and Canada confer· 
ences expressly secure to the Canadian preachers all their rights and privileges 
inviolate, we consider it at variance with the letter and spirit of those articles 
and Iln anomalous and alarming precedent, for the committee in L'mdon to 
accuse and condemn a member of this conference, and then to enjoin upon n. to 
carry their sentence into execution on pain of a dissolution of the uniun. 

III. That whilst we have always maintained, and are resolved to maintain, 
to the fullest extent, the dignity and Iluthority of the office of president as pro· 
vided for ill our Rule. and in the Articles of Union, we arc impelled by an 
imperative sense of duty to decline acceding to the claim put forth by the 
committee in London, that the President appointed in England is to be regard. 
ed by virtue of his office" the Agent and Representative of ~he Wesleyan body 
in Upper Camlda" in the transaction of affairs \\'ith th~ Government, in which 
the interests of our Church arc invoh'cd; as we have alwnys, in anticipation of 
such transactions, appointed a Committee 01' Representative to gUllrd and 
represent the views and interests of OUI' Chut'ch; especially as this Conference, 
at its last session, appointed the Rev. Egerton Ryerson as its special Repre. 
sentative to confer with the Government on matter. affecting our civil and 
I'eligious rights and interests; and we can discover no good reason to depart 
from an established and proper usage. 

IV. That it appellrs to thi; Conference, that n proper regard to the ~igbts 
and interests of tho We.leyan Methodist Chlll'ch in Canada, rendered It ~he 
imperative duty of the Rev. Egertun Ryerson to confer and correspond WIth 
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His Excellency the Governor General of Canada on aur fi.nancial affairs; B?d 
we fully concur in the exposition which M~. Ryeroon has gl.ven ?f the fiDlrtlC1al 
relations between the Env\ish ann CalladJ3n conferences ID h,s letter to the 
Governor-General dated ~Toronto J'Ui. 17, J 840. And whilst we disclaim 
any wish to interf~re with the le~itimate claims of the Wesleyan Mis.ionary 
Society upon the faith ond liberality of Het Majesty's Government, we learn 
with feelings of gratitude, tbat tbe rigbts ond intet;Jsts or tbe Wesleyan. bodr 
in this province have heen brougl:t under the cons,deratlon of Her MaJesty. 
Secretary of State for the colonies hy H is Excellency the Governor· ~eneral ; 
and we are prepared to submit to thdtdecision of the proper authonties re,· 
peeting them. 

V. That in reference to the last Resolution of tlie Committee in London, 
declaring their intention, under any circumstance., to claim, and, if possible, to 
secllre the possession of tbe Indian missions in Upper Canada; this Confer· 
ence, considering that those Missions, with twO or three exceptions, wefe 
established by our exertions prior to 1833 (when the Articles of Union were 
agreed to) and that they have, ifl a great measure, been supported by funds 
obtained in Ihis province, and sustained chiefly by tbe Ministration. and 
labours of Canadian preachers and teachers, we cannot regard it as reasonabl .. , 
or our providential duty, under any circum_tAnces, to relinquish our pastoral 
connexion with those missions which were established previously to tbe Union. 

VI. That firmly believing, as we do, that the resolutions of tbe Committee 
in London have heen adopted upon e,·roneous impressions; and being smisfied 
that our fathers and brethren in England have not intended, nor could intend, 
anything unkind, towards the members of this connexion. or unjust to its inter· 
ests; and deeply nnxious as we are to maintain inviolate and unimpa'red the 
principles and Articles of Union between the English and Canadian Confer· 
ences; and being determined to do all in our power to prevent the dissolution 
of the Union, therefore resolved, That a delegation be sent to the Wesleyan 
Conference in England, to lay all the matters referred to in thesll resolutions 
before that venerable body, and to use all proper mean. to prevent collision 
between the two connexions. 

Resolved, That the delegmTon to be sent to England on the subjects of the 
foregoing resolutions consist of two. 

Proc~e~ed to ballot for representatives to England,-Votes, Egerton Ryerson, 
51; WlIham Ryerson, 43; several 8cattering votes. 

Egerton and William Ryefion were declared duly elected. 

Moved by W. Case, seconded by Eierton Ryerson, and 

Resolved, That our respec.ted brother, the Rev. Joseph Stinson, be request. 
~d to accompany our delegatIon to England, to confer upon she matters pend-
109 between the British and Canadian connexions. 
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[The following documents were read by Mr E. Ryerson before the Conference, 
assemllled in Belleville, in June, in reply to the allegations contained in the 
Resolutions of the London Committee. No 5 was read to show the nature of 
Messrs. Stinson and Richey's first communications with the Governor.General 
on the question of the Clergy Reserves. No.6 was read t" show the naf.Ure of 
Mr E. Ryerson's first communications with the Governor-General oa the suoject 
of the tiovernment Grant. Nos. 7 and 8 ",ere read to illustrate the c"nclusion 
of the Governor-General that the Grant was made to the Wesleyan Missio"laTY 
committee in London in view of a union with the \\'esley.n Body in Upper 
Canada. No.9 was read to show that Mr. Alder himself. at the time he was in 
Upper Canada negotiating with Sir John Col borne on the suhject of the Grant, 
not only contemplated a union, but a financial union, with the Canada Confer­
ence. No. 10 was read to show the circumstances under which the uniGn was 
proposed by the Canada Conference, and to prove that it was not propo.ed- in 
order to "save the Missions in Upper Canada from ruin."] 

No.5. 

lIJemorial oj the Rev. Joseph Stinson, and the Rev. ftI. Richey, to the 
Governor-General of Canada. 

To His Excellency the Right Hon POULETT THOMSON, Governor-General of 
the British Provinces in North Americll'. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

Sustaining, ns we do, nn intimate and responsible relation to the Metho. 
diot Church in this province in connexion with the British Wesleyan Confer­
ence, we deem it imperative upon tIS at this important crisis to lay before 
Your Excell~ncy ar. explicit statement of our views and wishes in reference to 
the Clergy Reserves. 

The frankness and condescension which characterized the communications 
which Your Excellency wa. pleased to make to us during- the interview with 
which you honoured us yesterday, encourage u. to believe tcat Your Excellency 
will not regard the following brief expression of our opinion as unworthy of 
t:onsideration, in nny measure that may be recommended for the final adjust­
ment of this question. 

We entirely concur in sentiment with Your Excellency a, to the propriety 
of maintailiing, in any disposition that may be made of the Rt>serves~ 3: sacred 
and unrleviating regard to the religious objects of their original donation. The 
Church of England being, in our estimation, the Established Church of all the 
British colonies, 78e entertain no objection to Ihe distinct recognition of her 
as such; and had the Reserves been exclusively aP1Jroprialed to her, auord­
ing to the original intent-ion of His Gracious llIajesty Geo-rge the Third, 
we "lwuid 1tot have interfered with this matter; but as the disposition of 
them has been referred to the Colonial Legislature, we confess we are entirely 
at a loss to conceive any just reason why the Wesleyan Methodist Church 
shollld be placed in a position in allY degree inferior to the Chu.rch of Scotland. 

We would respectfully suggest, that. as she possesses no claIms as an estab­
lishment in this Province, the only ostensible ground of her being recogni<ed in 
any way as superior to the Wesleyan .\'Iethodist Church, must be founded in 
the numerical supel'iority of her mini;try and membership,-a claim which it i. 
matter of notoriety she cannot sustain, and therefore she has no just pretensions 
to such superiority. 

We would also beg leave to remind Your Excellency that the Imperial Gov­
ernment have deemed the labours of Wesleyan Missionaries of such import-
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ance as to lead them to urge the extension uf their Missionary .op~rations in 
this province, and bave given us the stronge.t assurances of tbelr Itberal and 
continued support. . . 

In any seulement of this important '!uestlOn that may, be mnde, we ~egnrd It 
of vital importance to tbe permanent reace and prospenty o.f the Provln ce, ns 
a British colony. that the sum to be approprinled to us be gIven to the Wesley­
an Methodists who are now, A~D WHO MAY llK HEREAFTER CO~NECTED WITH 
THE BRITISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. We have the honour to be, Your 
J<:xcellency's very humble and obedient servants, 

J. STINSON, President of the Conference. 

I\\. RICHEY, Sltperintendenlof ToroJlto City. 

Toronto, January 3, 1840. 

No.6. 

Rev. E. Ryersoll to His Excellency the Governor-General, respecting the 
Government Grant to the British Cmiference_ 

Toronto, January 2, 1840. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 
In accordance with Your Exc"llency',. reque!>t, I recapitulate in writing 

the leading facts relative to the Government grant to the British Conference. 
I know not that I can do it more sat.isfactorily than by making the following 
references :-

I refer YOllr Excellency to the Earl of Ripon's letter to Lord Glenelg (dated 
Carlton Gardens, 4th April, 1836) and Lord Glenelg's despatch to Hi. Excel­
lency me Governor-General; to Sir F. B. Head (dated April 15, 1836) for a 
.tlltement of the circumstances under which this grant was originally made, 
and subsequently revived. These documents are contained in the printed 
paper that 1 left with Your Excellency_ 

The ollly ma,erial point is, as to whether this grant is made in aid of the 
funds of a body in England, or in Upper Canada. 

On ti.is point I beg to direct Your Excellency's attention to the following 
official documents:-l. Mr. Secretary Rowan's letter to .. The British Wes­
leyan and Canadian '''esleyan Conference," dated "Government House, 
l\1at'ch 15, 1833;" 2. Letter from Mr. Secretary Rowan to " The \Vesleyan 
Methodist Conference," dated" Government House, Toronto, July 4, 1834;" 
3. Letter from the Rev. Joseph Stinson to His Excellency Sir John Col borne, 
dated "City of Toronto, July 7,1834." These do~uments will be found in 
the accompanying book, entitled, "Seventh Report of the committee on 
Grie"ances," (the volume immortalized by Sir F.~B. Head in his" Narrative") 
pp. 153-155. 

As to the light in which this ~rant has always been viewed by the Confer· 
ence of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in this Province, see the ResolutiOn! 
adopted in 1837, in the accompanying printed minutes, pp. 24-28. 

As to the relation in whi"h the Conference in Canada stands to the Confer 
ence in England and its funds, see the Articles of Union between the tW( 
bodies, in the accompanying book, entitled, "Doctrines and Discipline of tho 
Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada," pp_ 137-142. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

(Signed) EGERTON RYERSON. 
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No.7. 

Letter from Colonel Rowa>:, Sec"ctary to Sir J~hn C.olb01·71e, in reply to a 
letter frorn the Rev. A. Green, IVesleyan Mtntster m Canada inquiring 
into the circumstances ""der .ohich the Grants had been made 'by Govern­
ment to certain Churches ill Canada, and for whom the Grant to the 
Wesleyan Methodists was intended. 

Government House, Toronto, June 30, 1835. 
SIR,-I am (lirected by the Lieutenant·Governor to acquaint you, with refer­

ence to your letter of the 22nd Instant, that the sums granted in aid of the differ. 
ent Churches in Canada were all sanctioned, in consequence of petitions to His 
Majesty's Government-and at the time the appropriation alluded to in 
your communication was made. His Majesty's Government supposed the 
\"esleyan ;llethodists in thJS Province "'ere under the control of the 
British Conference. 

For any further information you may require Oil the subject, I am directed to 
refer you to the correspondence \\ hich was laid before the House of Assembly 
last session. I am, &c. 

Rev. A. GreeD. (Signed) W~I. ROWAN. 

No.8. 

Extract of a letter from tTle Earl of Ripon to Lord Glenelg, dated" Carl­
t01l Gardens," [London] April 4th, 1836." 

.. It is correctly stated that I had various communications with the Wesleyan 
Methodist Society in this country in the year 1832, upon the subject of their 
operations in Upper Canada, and of the desire entertained by the Wesleyan, 
in that Province to PLACE themselves in close and continuous connexion 
toith the Parent Society in England. In the course of these cummunications 
I became so impresser! with the importance of the objects which the Society, 
both at Home and in Canada, har! in view, that I thought it expedient to 
encourage the'ir exertions, and to instruct the Governor to give them some 
pecuniary assistance from those funds which were legally at the disposal of the 
Crown." 

No.9. 

Eztract of a letter from the Rev. R. Alder to the Conference assembled i" 
Hallowell, (U. C.) dated" Kingston, (U. C.) August 16, 1832." 

" That the [London] Committee shall be at liberty to appoint .ueh pel".ons 
to labour in connexion with this [Cansda] Conference, as they may d~em to 
he properly qualified for the sacred nffice: and that the Co.nference will not 
multiply prrachers or CIRCUITs withi.£ .t. bOIl1tdanes unnl they shall have 
corresponded with the committee. This is asked on the ground, a< the com­
mittee is expected to grant an annual sum of mOl£ey ~or the ~upport and exlt"­
si01£ of the work in Canada, they ought to be associated WIth t~e Conference 
in determining how mang preachers shall be employed, that Ihe,r funds may 
not be embarrlUsed, nor the necessary comfort. of the preachers be diminish­
ed by the employment of a greater number of ministers than the mean, placed 
#II. '!lour di'po8al will justify." 
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No. 10. 

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE WESLEYAN MISSIONARY COM­

nllTTEE IN LONDON, AND THE MISSIONARY BOARD OF THE 

WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH IN CANADA, PREVIOUSLY TO 

THE UNION BETWEEN THE TWO BODIES. 

RC80luti01ls and Letter of the TVesleyan lIJissionary Committee in L01ld.on. 

Mr. Ryerson, from Upper CanartR, accompanied by the Rev. Peter Jones, a 
Mllvertcd Indian chief, wpre introducecl to the committee. having statements 
to make, and arrangemellts to propose, respecting the prosecution of the mis­
sions in tbat Province, and especially among the Indian tribes. After hearing 
their statement~, anrt eonsidering what might be the probable effects of their 
plans on their own missions and missionary ,ubscriptions, it was Re.olved-

lst. That Mr. Turner be immediately written to, to inquire resppcting the 
facilities which may exist as to Ihe commencement uf a mission to the !r,dinns 
in Upper Canada among such tribes as have not yet been visited hy mission­
nries, such mission baving been long contemplated. 

2nd. That a grant of the sum of three hundred pounds be made to Messrs. 
Ryerson and Jones for the use of the missions already commenced among the 
In,iians by the Canadian Methodist body, as a proof of christian and brotherly 
affection to our CanOldian brethren. 

3rd. That in consequence of this grant, the brethren Ryerson and Jones 
ha'De agreed and will be expected to gi'De their best assistance to our friends 
at such meetings as they may have opportunity of attending while they 
remain in England, witltout making private and personal applications for 
8ubscriptions to any of our OWn friends. 

London, Wesleyan Mission House, June 13, 1831. 
DEAR BROTHER,-At tbe instance of the Missionary committee, I now 

transmit to you a copy of the resolutions entered into by them, on the introduc­
tion of Messrs. Ryerson and .Jones, and receiving tbeir statements relative to 
your missions, and the object of the visit of the deputation to England. They 
rejoiced to receive them as brethren, and sincerely congratulated them on the 
succeSR with which your missionaries have bpp.n favoured, by the blessing of 
God, among the native tribes of Indians. An impression-deep, affectionate, 
and highly favourable to the Indian Mission-has been made by the addresses 
of brother Jones at our own and several other puhlic meetings of a benevoient 
character, as well as hy the amiabJenpss, intelligence, and piety of his general 
intercourse with ourselves and our friends in different places. We exceedingly 
regret the severe indisposition by which he has for some weeks been prevented 
from more I(enerally visiting our societies in other parts of the I'ingdom, but 
from which. we are thankful to helLr, he is now recovering, and are therefore 
ho~ing that he will soon be in a state of convalescence. During his sickness, 
--:hlch occurred at Bnstol, n?d which there is reason to believe originated in a 
Vlolent c?ld taken by travel~mg o~ the outside of the coach from Liverpool to 
London ImmedIately after Ins arrIval, he has been at the house of a most kind 
and attentive friend, Mr. James Wood, jun., son of our venerable brother the 
Rev. James'Vood, where he has receIved every medical.and domestic atten­
tion. Mr. Ryerson, who resides at the mission house, continues in good health. 

From tbe annexed" Resolutions," you will observe tbat the committee have 
deci~ed upon commencing the.ir long contemplated mission to the Indians, 
convlllced t~a~ where. the field I. so wi~e .there need be no fear of any unpleaso 
aot or confllcttng feehngs among the mIssIOnaries who may be employed. The 
jdea was suggested to your deputation, whether it would be agreeable to you to 
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place the whole of your J ",linn mission9 und~r our ,lirection, as we might pel'. 
haps succee,l in raising funds for a g-rpatcr C"xtent of missionary operation thnn 
could be at present rai:.ied by YOlll'splv€'s; hut as tlley seemed to think the Vro­
posal wouM not ue accepted. tbey .es"lved to sh"w their brotherly kindness 
und i~t{'rf"st i!l the s1]cce~s of tlae mission to the aborlg:inps of America. by il 
donation of £300. to wh.ch th.·y ",,'re the mOl'e readily induced by a wish to 
accomplish a part of the oujcct of Y""" cleputation. which they understood to he 
that of raising- fllfl(ls by ~o1iclling sult~cril"i(jns and donarions, but which they 
wpre aware could not he done in an.dilion to the applications of their own 
preachers and friends, without some clangr·r uf r"iinful collision. They were 
happy to find the prop,,,al m<'l the al'probntion of both Messrs. Ryerson and 
.Iones, who conseqUf~ntly agreed nO[: to make application to any of our own 
friend" reAerving the liherty (If applyillg to thos" of other denominations, who 
"'ere not contributors to our O\vn fund:;, They also agn~(·d to as~ist at any 
public meetings we: might wish them to attend durir.g tht:'lr stay in thi:; country, 
all travelling expenses being borne by the Missionnry Committee. 

Yon will al50 pt'r('C'ive by the aho\'p "resolutluns,:~ that whil5t the Come 
mittee desire ta manifest the most cordial uffection to their American brethren, 
and entertain a sinc.e,e wi.h for the prosperity of their missions, they feel 
themselves obliged to ~tate their convietion, that applications from olher qlJo.r­
teTA to the societies in England. would be both in.iurious to their own fund., 
and involve the Connexion in unpleasant party disputes, and consequently. that 
in case of any future aUempt to raise such contributiol1sfrom our friends, 
they would ref?ard it as an imperative duty to discountenance them. 

Your official letter will, in course. agreeably to your desil'e, be transmitted to 
the President, to be laid before the ensuing Conference, from whom you wlil 
most probably receive a leciprocation of friendly allil brotherly communication. 

In the mean lime, 1 am, 
On behalf of the Wesleyan Missionary Committee, 

YOUI' affectio~ate brother in the gospel, 

The Rev. William Case, &c. &c. 
JAMES TOWNLEY, Secretary. 

Reply of the Canadian TVeslcyan Missionary Board to the LOItdon H'e,· 
leyan Missionary Committee. 

By order of the Conference, the resolutions of the London Methodist 
Missionary Committee, hel.l the 11th of :\-hy. and the accompanying letter 
fl'Om the Rev. Dr. Townh'y, dated" London, Wesleyan Mission Hou.e, June 
13. 1831," addressed to tl.e Rev. William Case, were taken into consideration. 
After carefully considering the severnl subjects referred to in these documents, 
it was Resolved-

1st. It is matter of thankfulness to Almighty God. and to our Metbodist 
brethren in England, that Messrs. Ryerson and Junes have been kindly received 
and entertained in their mission to Great Britain; and that the addresses and 
intercourse of Mr. Jones have produced upon the public mind in that country 
"an impression deep, affectionate, and highly favourable" to the cause of 
missions. 

2nd. That it affords us much pleasure to learn that our Methodist brethren 
in Great Britain feel a deep interest in the chrislianization and improvement 
of the aborigines of British North America. 

3rd. That our sincere tbanks be given to the Methodist Missionary Com­
mittee in London, for the grallt of three hundred pounds in aid of OUI' indian 
missions. 

4th. That we learn with the deepest regret, that in a measure which 80 

aeriously concerns lhe interest of the Methodist connexion in Upper Canada, 
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our mi .. ion8ry opllrations in particula.·, and the honour uf Met"?dis~ and the 
cause of religion g,merally, UUI' brethren of the London MethodIst MIssIOnary 
Committee have, without consulting their Methodi<tlorethren in Upper Canadn, 
determined to establish a mis~i(jn among LIS, St'parate frum our Connflxion. 

5th. That the formation of a distinct MedlOdlst society or Societies in Upper 
Canada, by the London l\Iethodist :\Iissionary Committee, is .contrary to the 
under.tanning which I",. herptoforc been given by the Engl&sb Conference. 
that their missionaries should not ti)rm l':iocieties ~prarate from ours in Upper 
Canada; whilst at the same tim.: our missionaril's were not to interfere with 
the Rl'ranO'ements or operations of thelr missions in Lower Canada. 

6th. Thot it would be a matter of vllry deep regret should the Methodist 
Missionary Committee in London uetcrmine to p,stablish 0. mis~ion in Upper 
Canad" among any uf the Indian tribes situated North and .. East of Lake 
Huron, as all these parls of the Pro\'ince are embroced wltnIn the actual 
labours of our Conference; as oor own missionaries have with greater or less 
success visited all these tribes, and we have established missions or regular 
missionary appointments anlOng them all; as no missionary society beyond the 
Atlantic can posses. the sam" facili.ie; with ours of doing an equal amuunt of 
good with the same means; as the lormation of a Methodist Society in Upper 
Canada, distinct from that already established, is a disavowal of the already 
recognized principle, that" the \Veslcyan Methodists are oroe in every part of 
the world"-it will in all probability produce serious misunderstandings and 
party disputes in our Cor.nexion-make unfavourable impressions upon the 
minds of the [ndians, by attempts at formir,g distinct socillties of professedly 
the same people among them-and do material injury to Ollr missionary funds 
in tbis Province. 

7th. That if the Methodist Missionary Committee in London shall determine 
to establish a mission or missions among any of the numerous tribes West or 
North of the Lake Huron, or in the vicinity of Hudson's Bay, we will do all 
in our power to assist them, by furnishing them with Indian translations of the 
Gospel, Hymns, &c., and Native labourers, as far as we can spare. them. 

To tk.e Rev. Dr. TO/enley, "S·c. <tc. <te. 
REVEREND AND DEAR BROTHER,-Your letter of the 13th of June last to 

the Rev. William Case, and the annexed resolutions of your Missionary Com­
mittee of the 11th May, were submitted to the Conference at its late session; 
and after the general sense of the Conference was token on the subjects 
embraced in your communication, the whole busi.less was referred to the 
Missionary Board to communicate with you. Agreeably to the direction of 
the Board, we now transmit to you a copy of the resolutions adopted by them 
on these subjects. 

By the annexed resolutions you will perceive, that due feelings of gratitude 
are entertained by the Board to our brethren in Great Britain, for tbeil' kind 
attentions to "lessrs. Ryerson and Jones, and to your Committee for their 
expression of goon will towards our interesting and flourishing Indian missions 
in Upper Canada, The Board cherish tRe highest respect and warmest affec­
tion for their brethren on the other side of the Atlantic, viewing the Methodists 
in England and in Upper Canada as two branches of the same family, and 
su~iects of the same government. 

But, considering ail the circumstances of Mr. Jones's mission, and the 
apprehensions entertained that applications to the British public, from the 
Methodist Missionary Society in Upper Canada, would "involve your con­
nexion in unpleasant party disputes," his deputation to England, as far as it 
relates to any applications to your contributors, has been regretted by the 
Board. You may rest assured that these circumstances were altogethf!r un­
foreseen ·by our General SU!lerintendent of Missions, when the deputation was 
determined upon. We should be sorry, indeed, to be even the innocent iDStru-
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mento of doing any thing that wouM, in :he least <legree, disturb tile peace of 
your connexion, or affect your missionary funds, so de.ervedly wanted through­
out the vastly extended fields of your numerous and valuaule missio~s. 

It may, however, be remarked, by way of explanation, that Mr. Jones's 
mission to England was undertaken at the sugeestion nnd recommf'ndalion of 
a numher of intelligent and regp",·tablr English brethren, wlio .tRted their 
conviction that more guinea, would be given in England, in aid of our Indian 
missions,than dollars in the United State,. when, n ,jeputa:ion from our Society 
wns once sent. and WllS 3ssi~tL'd uy the :\TethCl.list hrethren. in different cities 
and towns in that country, to make collections to the amount of several hun­
dred poun(ls. Our conference being an independent ("onnexion in n. British 
province, OUI' Indian mi:ssions e . .;tablislJeci within the British territories, a prC'f­
crence was, of course, felt to making applications to the Bdtish public. And, 
lest any method should be adopted by our deputation which mi~ht interfere 
with your interests and operations, they were insl rueled to call upon your 
Committee for their advice. It is hoped, bowf'n'!', that, from the arrange~ 
meDts enterp,d into bt'tween our DE'putation and your Committe£", Mr. Jonf's's 
mission may, upon the whole. have a favourable influence upon the fund. of 
your own Society.-And no future deputation to En~lanrl i. contemplated by 
the Boud, unless Ihe measures adopted by your Committee should so far 
affect our missionary fucds and oryerations in Canada. as to render further 
explanations and applications to the British public advisable and necessary. 

The fourth, fifth, anG sixth of the accompanying regolntions were entered 
into by the Board. in order to apprise your committee of the views and circum­
stances of our connexion relative to a part of the miS9ionary fip.ld in Canada. 
The success of our Indian mi,sions, conside~ing the means expended, has, 
perhaf", not a parallel in the history of modern missions. This cxtraorrlinary 
and continued blessing of God upon the labours of our society, is considered a 
peculiar call of Providence to continue them in all our mission stations, and to 
all those tribes which our missionaries have visited. Indeed, the rapid progress 
of Methodism in Upper Canarla generally aprears to indIcate most clearly, that 
our present ecclesiastical arrangements, whilst pnrely Wesleyan, are remark­
ably well adapted to the work of .. spreading scriptural holiness throughout" 
the land, and that the abandonment of them would be stepping aside from the 
order of divine Providence. 

By the seventh resolution annex"d, you will perceive the readiness ond 
anxiety of the Board to co-operate with your committee in their contemplated 
mission to Canada, as far ns they can do so without ,. involving the connexion 
in unpleasant party disputes," and injuring our own mis~ionary funds. There 
is little duubt out the fu~ds of our own ,ocietv can be incr~ased to a sufficient 
sum to meet tile wants of all the Indian trlb~s within the present bOIJndaries 
of our Conference. 

You will find an interesting account of the northern and western Indian 
tribes "eferred to by th" Board, in the" two journal, of the Rev. John West, 
A. M., late chaplain to The Hon. The Hudson', Bay Company." The most 
of these tribes speak the Chippezoa tongue; and, it is believed, were evangel­
ical missionaries sent among them, they would readilyemol'ace Chri.tianity. 
Two of our nath'e Indian missionaries have visited some of these tribes, and 
were instrumental in the conversion of several of them. Our own society has 
had it in contemplation to commence mi»ionary operations among them, but 
the prosecution of this work has been hitherto delayed for want of adequate 
means, and an effectual noor opcn;ng almost simultaneously to the several 
Indian tribes jn our own neighbourhoods, which has thus far employed all the 
fund. we could command for missionary ('urposes. 

It may, at the same time be remarked, that did our society pogsess the 
necessary funds, they could establish missions among even these tribes, at a far 
less expense, and to far greater advantage, than a "ociety several thousand 
miles distant. Our society is located upon the ground, is well acquainted with 
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the agricultural and all the local circumstances' of the country, the situatioll, 
prejudices, and cusLoms of the indians, the most efficient and economical plans 
of introducing the gospel among them, together with the arts and habits of 
civilization, and there are labourers in the employ of our society, whose I'ast 
unexampled success provps them to be well qualified for the work. 'fhis, 
however, is only suggest~d for the con"ide,'ation of your Committee. 

It may be proper here, to observe, that the progreso of Wesleyan Metho­
dism, in Upper Canada, has been far mo,'e rapid than in any other Province of 
British North America. and thnt, without being any burden upon our 
brethren in· Grpnt Britain 0" elsewhere. A spirit of intellectual improve­
ment and increasin~ weight of talent, a fervency of spirit anel evangelical 
simplicity, are evidently lieeping pace, in our connexiou, with our increas· 
ing numbers and the improving stat~ of society. l1nder the blessing of God. 
our societies are univer3aIly Hving in- peace, and most of them are in a state 
of encouraging p,'ospe,ity, and our missions are everywhere prosperous,-un­
del' these circum.tances, when your committee b~come acq~ainled with Ihe 
stato of OUT affairs, we are persuaded they will see the unadvisedness of per­
sisting in a measure. which. in its ultimate results, we cannot but view with 
fearful and melancholy apprehensions. 

In pursuance of the instructions of your committee, the Rev. Mr. 'furner 
has recently visited this place, and preached for us once. Mr. T.'s amiable 
deportment, during his residence at Kingston, liAS gained him a high place in 
the esteem and affections of our preacher. generally, and has promuted a ,Ie­
sirable feeling of brotherly love towards your connexion. His communications 
t!> individual- members of the Board, on the present occasion, have not, how­
ever, been a; definite and satisfactory as could have been wished. 

We have understood that a station on the Grand River, among the Delaware 
and Cayuga tribes,. has been rpp,'esented to Mr. Turner as unoccupied·, nnd- as 
a suitable place for the estaLli.hment of your contemplated mission. It may, 
probably, have beeD-unknown to the individual or individuals who may have 
given Mr. 'furne,' this information. that these tribes are in the vicinity of one 
of our oldest mission stations; that our mi •• ionaries have preached to them 
regularly for a length of time; that, within the last four months, upwa.rds of 
forty of them have been converted, and have ,joined our society, including 
several of the principal c hie fs. 

Upon the whole, it may be submitted to your committee, w)1ether, under ex­
isting circum.tances, your missionary funds could not be more advantageously 
applied to the fUl·therance of the work of human salvation, than in the esta­
blishment of a mission in this Province-olher circumstances aside-at an 
expense far greater than would be necessary for the Methodi~t' Mi5sionary So­
ciety here, to impart the same do<:t,;nes, the same feelings, the same bless­
ings, and effect the same improvements. 

You are, perhaps, not apprised that there are many persnns in this Province, 
who would rejoice to witness party disputes among the Meth9dists, and would 
r"commend any measure. and do all in their power to create and foment them; 
rightly j.udging that, if they can but divide, they may eventually destroy them. 
But, we feel assured that your committee will not, knowingly. enter upon, or 
sanction, any measu", that will .. involve the Conne,.ion in those pally dis­
putes," which are alike destructive to the respectability, purity, and iDfluence 
of \Vesleyan Methodism, and t3e interests of true religion. 

We trust your society and OUl'S have a common objPct in view, and tllat the 
prayerful and perseverin~ labours of both will be directed in those channels 
of usefulness and Christian philanthropy, which will tend to cement both 
conllexion3 in strongest bonds of Chtistian affection, bring most glo[Y to God, 
and most happiness to mankind. We are, -

By order, and on behalf of, the Missionary Board, 
Yours affectianately in the gOilpel of Jesus Christ, 

JOHN RYERSON, PreBide,~. 
York, U. C., Oct. 4th, 1831. THOS. VAl1X, 8ecretM'g. 
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R~joinde,' of Ihe We8le!/an Missionar!/ Comllli/loe in London 10 WesloJ/a .. 
lIfiBlio"ary Board i" Upper Canada. 

London, 77, Hatto.n Garde1l, ,1Iarc" 13th, 1332. 

OllAR BR~THREN,-We embrac~ tbe 0pp0l'lunity of forwarding to ),OU by 
the ~ev. Robert Alder, tbe resolutIOn. adopted by our Committee after deli­
beratIon on your resolutions, lIansmitted to 11' un,ler d'lte, York, October 4, 
1831. \Y" are, dear brethren, in tbe bond. of the gospel, 

Yours, .JUlES TOWNLEY, ) c· t' , 
JOHN JAMES. ~I:.ecre a~l,f~ to l:te 
JOHN BEECHAM, S IVes. ,lIt ... SOC!l' 

To th~ Board of Managers of the Missionary 
Soclely oftl.e M. E. Cbureb in Upper CanAda. 

St. James's Chapel, lIl0lltreul, June 5, 1;)32. 

My Dear Sir.-As I sball not be able to visit Yurk untIl afLer tbe cla,e of 
ou: di~tri.ct meeting, and shall be able to remain there but a ve.·y sho.·t time, I 
thmk It \'Ight t~ forward to you per po.t the enclosed resolutions, in ord", tbat 
you may have tHne to present them to the Board before 1 wait previously upon 
you. I remain, yours truly, 

To Rev. John Ryerson, 

n. ALDER. 

RepNSClllalive of the Wt-sTeyan Mi)is. SociptYl and 
Chairman of the Canadian District Meetil1g. 

President of Board of :\Ianagers, s.:c. &c. &c. 

Resolutions of a Commitlee, held in Londou, February, 1831. 

Certain resolutions of tbe Board of Missions connect",d with the Uppp.r 
Canarla Conference, objecting to the committee's employing rnis$lionarie.!i in 
Upper Canada and among the Indians, baving been read at the last meeting of 
the committee, and the trea~urers and secretaries having been requested to 
confer with Messrs. Ryerson and Jones upon this subject, tbey repon as fol­
lows:-

1. That with respect to the (. underslnnding" all",;,,-1 in the said rc,,,lutions 
to exist between the British and Canadian COnferf'llCe~, that thp. mi:-;Slonaries 
of the former were to confine their labours to Lowpr Canada, anrl leave the 
Upper Province to tbe exclusive occupation of the Canadhn conferene". tbey 
informed Messf:~. Ryerson and Jones that no such undC'fstanding could exist, 
inasmucb as the former compact between the United St'ltes General Conf~r~nce 
ceased upon an independent confere,,,,,, being c5tol.Ji.h".l foll' Upper Canada. 
and that when it was proposeJ by l\Jr. Capers to lhe Brirish Conference of 
J828, to make a similtu' agreement ·.vith the Canada Conll'rence, it was 
declined. 

2. That ever since tbat time tbe Committee have felt themseh'e5 flllly at 
liberty to occupy any stalion in Upper Canada, to which they might bave such 
a call as would wanant them to embrace it, with just regard to thoSB general 
principles of respect to the useful application of fund., and the relation ofRny 
body of British emigrants, member; of our societies, an,1 attached to our d i.­
eipline, to embrace it. 

3. Tbat tbe great change of circumstances as to C pper Canada sincp tho 
agreement with the States General Conference, especially in respe."l. of the 
immense number of settlers which have gone out from Great Bmatn and 
Ireland, anti. are still flowing into tbat Province in large numbers every year, 
was a decisive objection to tbe Committee's recommending it to the Conference 

G 
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to confine it. missions wholly to Lower Canada, or not to reinforce the mi •• ion 
they have had for some years in King.ton, or not to establish under such cir­
cU(I)5tances new midsions in that Province. 

4. That with respect to the principle urged upon the Commit~~e in the re·s?" 
lutions of the Canada Board of ~!issiolls, .. that the Metbochsts are one In 

every part of the world," could only be applicable in the sense of maintenance 
of fraternal affection, sillce a unity arising from the eKistence of but one form of 
Methodism in one province, is now out of the question; several distinct bodies 
of Methodists now eXisting ill U prer Canada, who refuse to place them;elves 
onder the pastoral charge of the Canad" Conference; and offord in/( sufficient 
proof, that were our missionuI'ie3 to be withheld entirely from that Province, a 
considerable nuenber of inoependent bodips of ;\!"thodists would grow up. 

f>. That with respect to the Indian missions the original agreement with the 
United States General Cunicrence did not in any respect relate to them, so a. 
to eKelude the Committee'. endeavours to atte:npt their evangelization.-They 
were in fact never referred to in that agreement, but it }-.as long be~n the Com­
mitttl!e's intention to 3i(1 in this important work, in pur·;uance of a principle 
held .acred by the ComTHittee to endeavour to connect with mi,sions near 
European settlers, attempts to benefit the aboriginal h~athens of those countries 
where they may locllte themselves. This the Committee allempted in Labra­
dor, in connection with the Newfoundland Mission in New Holland; and by4he 
blessing of God very successfully in connexion with the South African colonies. 
The extent of the Committee's exertions, and the demands upon their fonds, 
were the only reasons which caused them to delay their endeavours to evangel­
ize the Indians in. Amel'ica. 

6. That notwithstanding these views of the Committee, Messrs. Ryerson 
and Jones were informed that the Committee intend nothing as to Upper 
Canada contrary to that brotherly kindness which ought to exist between two 
kindrer! religious bodies; but that they shall not consider that principle at all 
contravened, should they fix missionaries in places of considerable popuiation. 
although tbe Canada Conference may have societies in such places, the pop­
ulation being snch as to afford rea.unahle ground to conclude that there is a 
sufficient .phere of labour for each, much less that it would be any infringement 
of tbe said principle should a mi"ion be planted among settlees not yet pro­
vided witb any religious ordinances. 

7. That in the agreement between the United Slates General Conference 
and the Brili.h Conference, it was eKplicitly stated, that, should Metbodism 
deteriorate in its form anr! spirit, or should any just political offence be given by 
their missionaries to the British Government, the British Conference should be 
at liberty again to employ its missionaries in Upper Canada. The depul adon 
heard no eKplicit complaint in this respect against the United States Confer­
ence, nor did they charge the Canada Conference with either of such matters. 
This they were not called to emer into, inasmuch as no agreement to partition 
the two Canadas existed between the committee and the Canada Conference, 
and they were not therefore under any necessity of scrutinizing the fact; but 
that they must say with affection, but regret, that the publication of a paper 
exp~es81y ~y ~he Canadian Confemnce, entering warmly an,\ in the spirit of 
partlz~nshlp mto the local politics of the Province, was not in the .pirit or 
accordlDg t~ the practi,ce of British l\!ethodism, and contrary to that abstinence 
fro~ such disputes whIch they enjoined upon their missionaries, a circumstance 
wblch .had created prejudice against the acceptableness of the Canada breth­
ren, wtth a part of the population of Canada. On these points a conversation 
of some length was held, at the close of which Messrs. Ryerson and Jones 
~ere assu~ed of .the .kind regards of the committee, but were thus frankly put 
In possessIon of Its vIews on the subject brought before it in the resolutions of 
the Canada Board of missions before mentioned. 



Second Reply of ale It'es!eyan Missionary Board in Canada 10 Ihe We,/ey' 
an Missionary Commiltee in London. 

EXTRACT OF TIlE PROCEEDINGS OF TilE BOARD. 

Certain resolution. of the committee of the "'esl~yan Methoclist Missionary 
Society ill Londun. passed in F ebrllary 1832, and transmitted by the Rev. Robert 
Alder, the Committee's Repre"ntativ". having been laid before the Board on the 
evenin~ ortbe 22d in>t., and the Rev Robert Alder, the Rev.John Hick, the Rev. 
Thoma< Turner, and the Rev . .John P. HPlherington being present by previous 
invit:ttlfln; the resolulions lIf Ihc committee in London enclosed by the Rev. Dr. 
Townley. and bi, accompanying letter to the Rev. William Case, dated June 
13,1831, the answer of the Board to the same, and the re,olutior.s of the Wes· 
lcyan committee above referred to were read; after which a long, free, and 
friendly conversation took plare between the members of the Board and the 
Mi.<ionary !,reth"en, particularly 1\1"s5rs. Alder and Hick, on the subjects of 
the several documents named above; at the conclusion of which the Board 
adjourned. At the ensuing adjourncrl meeting of the Board, held the eveLin~ 
of the 29th inst., tbe following resolutions were adopted. 

1. That with respect to the first resolution of the \Vesleyan Committee con­
cerning the "understanding," &c., the resolution of the Board was founded on 
their understanding of the report made by the Rev. Mr. Capers, delegate from 
the American to the British Confprence in 19~9, which concludes thus :-" I 
did, however, distinctly understand the Committee as being of opinion that 
thpir ~li5sionaries ought not to go into Vpper Canada, unless either after some 
definite arrangement should have been concluded to that effect with the church 
there; or to case of its notorious inability to supply the people, or its depar. 
ture from the doctrines, discipline, or economy which distinguish Methodism." 

2. That as a large portion "f the Canarla Conference consist of European.; as 
th" memhers of the :VIethodi,! Societies from Great Britain who have generally 
uniled with ~<, have uniformly expressed themselves satisfied with the economy 
of l\lethodism in Canada, and equally eclified by our means of grace as in their 
native country; the influx of European emigration into this Province does not 
appear to the Board to render the organization of Methodist Societies distinct 
from tho.e already established, expedient or advisable-and more especially 83 

the Board consld"rs the economy of Methodism in Canada to be as truly 
'Vesleyan a. that in Great Britain. 

3. That tho Board conceives the principle, "That the Methodists are ono 
people in every part of the world." WdS understood by Mr. Wesley in a more 
extensive sense than merelv "fraternal affection," as he cherished ~ncl taught 
" f"aternal aA'ection" betw~en the Methodists, pious Baptists, Presbytel'ians, 
Moravians, &c., who were never represented by him .s one with the Metho­
dists in the 5ense that he d~clared "the Methodists are one people in all the 
world, and it is their full determination so to continue." 

4. That with the exception of the Society under the care of the Wesleyan 
Committee, the parties (few and small in number and influence) in this Prov­
ince who call themselves Methodists, and who are not under the superintendence 
of the Canada Conference, r.iff~r as widely in their government, econolllY, and 
usage., from the English, as from the Canada Connexion; nor is there any 
probability that the pastoral charge of the one would be more acceptable to 
them than ~hat of the other. There is pel haps a grea,er variety of Metbodi~t9 
(so called) in Great Britllin than in Cdnada. Hence tho introduc~ion o.f MIS­
sionaries distinct from th Ise who are already labouring in connexlon with the 
Canada Conference, is not likely to produce any greater uniformity in Metho­
dism than now exists, and may lead to serious misunderstandings and party 
disputes. 

5. That with respect to tho seventh resolution of the committee, the Board 



Leg to ref"r the committee to Mr. Alder, with whom considerable conversation 
WRS ht'ld on'the subject. 11 is extremely difficult, if not altogetiler impractica­
ble, for nny person or body of mpn, however wi.e and experienced,. who .are nut 
ncquaintcd with all the local cit·cum.tance. of the cuuntry, to decIde with cer­
tainty what part .honld In all case" he taken i~ matters in which the in.terestl 
of religion are immedintely concerned, but whIch may more remotely mvolve 
questions of political consideration, by a ministry or body of people who are not 
exotic, not missionary, or transient in their ,esidence in the country, but who 
have grown up therein, dnd who have a common i~tere.t with its per,,?anently 
~ettled inhabitant.. \Vhatevcr mny hav" been saId or done respectmg what 
the corr.mittce term" political disputes," the Board is satisfied that the spirit 
and practice of Methodism have been preserved nnd mnintain~d unimpaired,and 
beheves it prevails with an efficiency and to an extent in this country, in. p~o­
portion to the population, not exceeded in the United States or Great BrltalD. 

6. Tnat the Board most cordially rer-iprocates tne expressions of brotherly 
kindness and good will conveyed in the resolution. of the committee; and they 
will do what they can to ail iVI r. Turnpr with native labourers in his contem­
plated mission to the St. Clair Indians, and will readily co-operate with the 
committee in cultivating the missionary field among the Inrtian tribes, as far as 
is consistent with the interest of their nwn missions. 

7. That the "stnhlishment of two distinct connexion. of Methodists in this 
Province, would, in tbe opinion of the BORrd, be productive of unpleasant feel­
ings, litigAtion, nnd party disputes, to the discredit of Methorlism and the great 
injUl'Y of religion; but that the energies of the English and Cannda connexions, 
if combined, would, under the blpssing of God, close the door against all col­
li.ion anrl party feeling, and contribute greatly to the extension of the work, 
hoth amongst the white population and the Inrtian tribes. 

8. That in order to prevent misunderstandings-to preserve peace and har­
mony in the Societies-to supply every part of tbe work thoughout the Pro­
vince-and to enlarge the field of missionary operations among the aboriginal 
inhabitants, the Board respectfully suggests to OU! conference at it. approach­
ing session, the propriety and importance of proposing such a coalition with the 
English Conference as will accomplish these objects. 

9. Tbat anticipating the adoption of such a measure by our conference as 
that rpcommenJed in the for<.>going reAolutio'1; and appreciating the pure mo­
lives, friendly feeJ:ngs, and sound judgmellt of the Rev. Robert Alder, Repre­
,,,ntative of tne Wesleyan Missionary Society, and believing that an interview 
between him and the conference will be gratifying and satisfactory on both sid"s, 
and highly insll'umental by the Divine blessing in promoting the cause of God 
Rnrl Methodism, the Board resp~ctfully and earnestly invite. Mr. Alder to 
nttend the ensuing session of the conference, which will commence in Hallowell 
the 8th of August next. The Board, under the influence of the same feeling., 
makes a similar request to the Rev. John Hick, provided he can comply wiLh 
;1 without too great a sacrifice of pastural duty. 

York, June 1st, 1832. 
Rev. and dear Brethl'en,-We hnve the honour 10 transmit to your commit­

tee the enclosed resollltions IIf our Board of missioos in aoswer to those of your 
committee of February, 1832, transmitted by the Rev. Mr. Alder, whOle 
interesting talents, cbris~ian candour, and amiable manners, have won much 
upon the kindly feelings and good wishes of all among us who have enjoyed the 
pleasure of his society. 

You will perceive that the Board cannot view some points in the same ligbt 
with your committee; but that, nevertheless, tbey are most anxious to recom­
mend and concur in any measures that may promote the harmony of Metho­
dism and the interests of religion; and with this view they have solicited Mr. 
Alder to remain in the Province until our ensuing annual conference.. On the 
4 ... :.;;ect of the revelltk resolution the Board have, properly speaking, no autbo-



I"ity to) act or decid" ; and it wa, fur the purpose of putting your cOIT.IT,;ltee inlo 
{'arly possession of t:,eir vi"w9 of this subject, which has been long and largely 
talked of ,,:mongst our preachers and people, thnt they embrace this opportunity 
of exrresstn~ them, hoping at tl.e same time that it might prepare the way for 
th~ accomphshment of the hIghly interesting nnd important objects plOposed. 
It IS behe·terl there Will bA very little diversity of opinion in ou,' conference in 
reg.ard to a me":",,rc of this ~ind. A nd if "rrang-t>ments con be agreed upon by 
whIch a connexlOn be estabilshed b"'""'en the llrilJ,h and Canoda conferences 
analogous to that which exi,ts botween the English and I rish conferences, we 
doubt not but it will be extensively i'I'trunlCntal in adV:tncing the work of God 
in the Provinces. None of the circumstantial ppcnli"ritie. of Methodism in 
Great Britain and Canada (which we tltink are fewer and .moller than have 
been supposp-d) could form any serious objection on our part, since we maintain 
that Methodism, in all its ess!:ntiul principles and regulation:s, is the sam~ in 
every part of the world. 

We beg to present to you and your committep. onr own bp50t wi~he:o; for your 
personal welfare, and your Sl1('ce~~ in the re~pon"il.Jle and extensive work 
placed under your control; and we fervently pray God to give your conference 
Itnd ours a right jllrlgment ill all things, alld uverr,Jle every deliberation and 
decision for the promotion of his glory and tbe best interests of mankind. 

' .... e are, Brethren, your, in the bonns of the Go'pel, 

.JOHN RYERSON, Preside .. t. 
THO;U.\.<i VAUX, SeC1oetary. 

To the Rev Jnmes Townlev, John JaOle~, Jamc~ Becilam, 
Sees. London, W. M. S. 

;\0. 11. 

Articles of Union between the lVesleyan Conference in England and Ihe 
Conference of the TYesleyan lIlethodist C/lltreh in Canada. 

The English \Vesleyan Conference, con~urring in a communication of the 
Canadian Conference, and deprecating the evils which might arise from collision, 
and believing that the Callse of religion generally, and the interests of Methodism 
in particular, would, under the ble>SlOg of (;,,<1, be greatly promoted by the uni· 
ted exertions of the two C'onnexions ; con&idermg also, that the two bodies cone 
cur in holding the doctrines of Methodism as contained in the Notes of Mr. 
Wesley on the New Test"",,'nt. and in his four volumes of Sermons, do agree in 
the adoption of the following Resolutions :-

1st. That such a union between the English and Canadian connexions, as 
shan preserve In"iolate the rights and privileges of the Canadian preachers and 
societieR on the one hand. anti, on the other, shall ""cure the funds of the Eng· 
lish Conference against any claims on the part of the Canadian preachers, is 
highly important and desiralole. . ' . 

2nd. That, [as proposed in the second and third resolutIOns of the Canadian 
Conference] in order to effect this object, the Disciplin~, E.conomy, and fo~m of 
church government in general of the Wesleyan ~Jethodlsts 10 England be Intr~. 
duced into the societies in Uppel' Canada, and that in partlcnlar an annual PresI-
dency be adop,ed." . . 

3rd. That the usages of the English Conference, 10 refe~ence to thre probation, 
examination, and admission of candidates Into the ltmerant Mmlstry, he 
adopted. 

* Tbls Is uncl.rBtood hoth by the Canadian Conference and tbe Representativ .. from 
the Britilb Conference to refer to nn other modifications in Ihe economy of Method 11m In 
Upper Car-ada, Iltan thOle which have taken place nt this Conference, and Ihal the 
Canadian Book of Discipline has heretofore provided for. 
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41.h. That Preachers who have travelled the usual term of probation, aDd are 
accepted by th~ Canadian Conference, sliall Le ordained. by the imposition of ~he 
hands of the President, and of three or more of the SeOlor Preacher!, aceordlDlJ 
to 'he form contained in Mr. Wesley's" Sunday morning serv'ice of the Metho­
dists," by which the WesleYdn Missionaries in England are ordained, and 
which is the same as the form of ordaining Elders in the Discipline of the Cana­
dian Conference. 

5th. That the English Conference shall have authority to send from year to 
year, one of its own body to preside over the CanadIan Conference; but the 
same person shall not be appointed nftener than once in four years, unless M the 
request of the Canadian Conference.-When the EngliSh Confer.ence does .Dot 
send a President from England, the Canadian conf~rence shall, on Its assembliDg, 
choose one of its own members. 

The proposal of the Canadian conference is underslood to include, as a matter 
of comse, that the President of the confelence sball exercise the same functions 
generally as tbe present general Superintendent now actually exercises; he 
shall not, bowever, have alltbdrity to appoint any Preachel to any circuit or 
station, contrary to the counsel am! arlvice of a majol'ity of the Chairmen of 
Distri"ts or Presiding Elders, associated with him as a Sta!ioning committee. 

6th. That the Missions among the Indian tfibes and destitute settlers which 
are now, or may be hereafter, established 10 Upper Canada, shall be regarded as 
MISsions of the English Wesleyan Missionary Society under the following regu­
lations :-

First,-The Parent r.ommittee in London shall determine the amount to be 
applied annually to the sllpport and extension of the Missions; and this sum 
sball be di3tl'ibuted by a committee consisting of the President, General Superin­
tendent of the Missions, the cbairmen of districts, and seven other persons 
appointed by the Canadian conference. A standing Board or committee, con. 
slsting of an equal number of Preachers and Laymen, shan moreover be appoint­
ed as beretofore at e"ery conference, wbicb, during the year, shall bave authori· 
ty, III concurrence with tbe General 8ufJerintendent of Missions, to apply any 
monies granted by tbe parent committee, and I.Ot distributed l>y the conference, 
in establishing new miSSIOns among the heathen, and otherwise promoting the 
missionary work. 

Second,-The Methodist Missionary Society in Upper Canada shall be 
auxiliary to tbe English Wesleyan i\lissionary Society, and tbe monies raised by 
it shall be paid into tbe funds of the Parent Society. 

Third,-The Missionaries shall be stationed at the Canada conference in the 
same way as the otber preachers; with tbis proviso, ho"ever, thaI tbe General 
Superintendent of Missions shall he associated with the President and chairmen 
of district. in tbeir appointment. 

FOllrth,-All the preachers wbo may he sent from this country i:;.to the work in 
Upper Canada, shall be members of tbe Canadian conference, and shall be placed 
under the same disr.ipiine, and be entitled to tbe same rights and privileges as 
the native preachers." 

Fifth,-Instead of having the annual stations of the missionaries sent home to 
the English M .ssionary committee and Gonference fior tbeir " sanction," 8R is 
the case witb our missions generally, and as lhe Canadian confere.1ce have pro­
posed, the English conference shall appoint, and the parent committee shall 
meet tbe expense of supporting 'l genera! superintendent of missions; who, as 
the agent of the committee, shall bavE' tbe same superintendence of tbe mission 
stations, as the chairmen of districts or presiding elders exercise over the 
circuits In tbeir respective districts, and shall pay the missionaries their allow· 
ance as determined by tho conference missionary committee on the snme scale 
!I~ the Canadian book 01 lJiscipline lays down for the preachers on the regular 

* The under.tandin~ oftbis article is tbat the Canadian Conference sball employ such 
young men in Upper Canada as they may judge are called of God, into Ibe IIlnerant 
work; bUIBbould not a sufficient nnmber be Ibund in Upper Canada properly qualilled, 
the British Conference will send out as many young men from Eogland 88 may be 
reque.led by Ibe Conadlan Conference. 
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circuits :-but wbo. being at tbe same time recognised as a member of the Canll­
dIan conference. sball be acc<,untable to It in regard of his religious and moral 
conduct. This General, Superintelldent of miSSIOns representing the parent 
commIttee In the CanadIan conference., and in the stationing and missionary 
commIttees, the appOIntment. of the mIssIOnaries at the confelenee shall he final. 

,7th,-That the Can.dian conference in legislatin~ for its own members or the 
crnnexion;at large, shall not at any t,me make any ;egulation ,,'hich shall infrin •• 
thes~ articles of agreement between the t\\O cou'crences. a 

Signed by order alld on behalf of Ihe Conference. 

Manchester, August 7, 1833. 

RICHARD TREFFRY, Prt>,.,iJtl/l.l, 

EOMOXD (JRINDUOD, :Secretary. 

Resolved,-That the Canadian Conference cordially concurs in the re.olu· 
tions of the British Conle,·ence. dated, .. ;'Ilanchester, August 7, 1838," as tbe 
basis of union between the two Conferences. 

EGERTON ItVERSON, Secretary. 
York, U. C., October 2, 1833. 

No. 12. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE WESLEYAN CONFERENCE IN ENGLAND. 

L .. tter from the Rev. Dr. Hannah to the Representatil:es of tke Canada 
Conference. 

S, ftIyddlelon Square, 
Penlon ville, London, Aug. 25, 1840. 

My DEAR Sms,-The Special Committee on Cnnadian affairs, of which 
you have a Ji.t in the paper which accomp'lnies this. Il.ppointed a Sub·Com. 
mittee from among them.elves to meet and confer with yQU. That ~uh,Com­
mittee consists o[ lhe President and Secretary of the Conference, the Missionary 
Secretarie •• and the Rev. Messrs. Reece, Alherton. Lord, Stinson, Richey, 
Scott, Grindrod, T. Jackson, Keeling. Haswell, and Bowers. It W8' directed, 
at the lute meeting of the Special Committee in Manchesler, on Wednesday 
last. tbat this Sub-Committee .hould meet at 77, Hatton Garden. London. on 
Thursday, September 3rd, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon, for the particular 
purpose of having a free and friendly conversation ,",Ih '!Iou. I was in­
structed to give you notice of this, on my return to town, and to invite you to 
attend; and I would earnestly hope that you may Le able so to arrange your 
plans as to remain two 0" three days longer in London than you had previously 
intended. Officially and personally, I would venture to pre .. this; because it 
seems to me to be of considerable importance to the right settlement of the 
affairs which have lately engaged so much of our serious and anxious attention. 

I am, my dear Sirs, 
Yours very respectfully and truly, 

JOHN HANNAH. 

Rev. Egerton Ryerson, and Rev. William Ryerson. 
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Newcastle·upon- T!llIe, Augu.t, 184('" 

Proceedings and Decision of th~ Conference on }flatte," relatinK to th.e 
Union between the British Co,!ference and tke Upper Canada C01ifer­
cnce, and 10 Onr }flilsions in ['pper Canada. 

The Conference last year appointed a Special Committee to decide finally in 
all matters relating to the Union exi,ting between the British Conference nnd 
the Upper Canada Conference, and to our .Indian Missio,n. in Upper C:anad~. 
A large Committee was also this yenr appoInted by Ihe Conference, to.,"vest.­
gate the proceedings of the aforpsaid Committee of l"t year,-to consIder the 
Resolutions which were adopted hy the Upper Canada Conference of 1840, 
alld to receive the ~ommuIJi~alions of the Rev. Egerton Ryerson and Rev. 
\VilIiam Ryerson, the representatives deputed by the Upper CaIJllda Conference 
to attend the British ConfercllI:e. The Committee last named sat several days, 
ana at length presented a copious report to the Conference. which report 
received R few verbal alteration. and additions, and on the whole of which, a9 
thus amended, the decision of the Conference was then given. 

l. THE REPORT OF THE Co~", tTTEE. 

During the lor.g .. nd careful examination of the important subjects referred 
to the Committee, various documents were reael or largely quoted, and oral 
testimonies recei,ed, comprising the fo!lowing Articles: 

1. Dr. Alder's Statement Itf the Proceedings of the Committee appointed by 
the Briti.h Conference fill' the affairs of Upper Canada in 1839. 

2. Articles of Union between the British Conference and the Conference of 
Upper Canada, drawn up in 1833. 

3. The Rev. Juhn l\''''''i,am's statements and explanntions in illustration of 
the aforesaid Article. of llmon. 

4. Th .. Rev. George Marsden's explanatory statement r~specting the note 
appended by the Upper Canada Conference of 1833, to the 5th clause of the 
6th Article of Union, and the first rayment of the government grant for our 
MissiolJS in Upper Canada. • 

5. Statements of the Rev. Edmund Grindrod, Rev. William Lord, and Rev. 
Joseph Stinson, who have been Presiaents of the Upper Canada Conference; 
and also of the Rev. Matthew Richey. 

6. Letter from the Rev. Egerton Ryerson to Dr. Alder in 1834. 
7. Extracts from the Minutes of the Upper C .. nada Conference, held at 

Toronto in 1837, on Government Grants for Religious purposes, involving 
principles which !night have been pleaded by the Government as a reason for 
withholding from the Wesleyan Mis,ionary Society the grant pledged' to that 
Srciety from the Casual and Territorial Revenue for the support and extension 
of our Mission. amongst the Indians and destitute settlers in llpper Canada, 
and which, in p"int of fact, did induce the local Government to decline for a 
time to renew, in confOl'mity with the instructions of the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, the payment of the suspended grant. 

8. Extracts from Letters of the Rev. Joseph Stinson, under the dates of 
Octo!'er and November, 1838, and January, 1839, showing that the peace of 
our Societies in Canada was disturbed through an habitual and zealous inter­
ference with secular and party politics by the Christian Guardian; which paper, 
being the avowed and official organ of the Upper Canada Conference, virtually 
involved the British Conference, during the subsisting union, in a common 
le3pon@ibiliLy as to principles and consistenr-y. 

9. Dr. Alder's letter to the Rev. Joseph Stinson, dated London, January 
14th, 1839, on the subjects refelred to in the above named Letters of Mr. 
Stinson. 
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to. Lettcr of the S"cretnries of the Wesleyan "Iissionnry Society to tho 
Lieuten~nt Gover.no~, Sir Geor~p Arthur, dnl('d London, Februnry 8th. 1839, 
announctng the mISSIOn of Dr. Alder to our Societies ill British l'\orth Americ .. , 
and to thp. Upper Canada Conf~rence, disclaiming. on the part of the 'Ve.leyan 
Miss.ionary Society, all participAtion in the responsibility Illlached to certllin 
publrc~ti"?" on questions then ngitated in Canada, and expressing their anxiety 
to matntaln the honol:;r and con5i~tency of our religiou~ charnCIE'r, Rnt! to pre­
.elve "1111 the Societies, with whom they are in any degree identifi"rI, ill habit. 
of loyalty and peace, nnd of exclusive devotedness, in their collerti"e and 
ecclesiastical relations, to the great work of promoting the spiritual and eternul 
interp.sts of mankind." 

II. Letter of thE' J'resident of the British Conference, the Rev. Thorrn. 
Jackson, to the Rev. F.gerton Rye"",,, complaining of his officiallldvocncy of 
pr!nciples in the Christian Guardia" lnronsistent w;th, and (pp03ed to, the 
pnnciples held and often declared by ,he British Conference. 

12. Extracts from the ~lin"tps of the Upper Canada Conference held at 
Hamilton in June, 1839, containing the settlements of matters in dispute up 
to that period, and ail amicable arrangement fur the future. 

13. Extracts from the Christian Guardian Oil the same subject •. 
14. Dr. Alder's Letter to the Rev. Joseph Stinson, dated New York, 

October 9th, 1839. 
15. Extracts from the lette," of the Rev. J<>seph Stinson and Rev. Mntthew 

Richey to Dr. Alder 1839 nnd 1840. 
16. Memorial addre.secl to the Governor·General by the Rev. Jo."ph 

Stinson, President of the Upper Canada Cilnference. and Superintendent of 
our Missions in Upper Canada, and by the Rev. Matlhew Richey, SUl'etin­
tendent of Toronto. 

17. Letter to Dr. Alder f"om Mr. Vernon Smith. M. r., Under Secretary 
of Slate for the Colonies, dated Downing Street. 1840. inclosing, by order of 
LOI'd John Russell, an important communica~ion of the Rev. Egerton Ryerson'. 
to tho Govemor·General, and which I\lr. Vernon Smith's letter subscribes as 
respecting the grant to the Wesleyan Missionary Society. 

18. Dr. Alder's letter to the Right Honourable Lord John Russell. Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State fOI the Colollies, in reply 10 :vir. Vernon 
Smitb's communication. 

19. Resolution. of the Committee appointerl by the Briti.h Cnnferpnc(' of 
1839. to deeide finally in nil matter< relating to th", Union existing between the 
Briti .• h Conference liorl the Upper Canada Confelence. and to our )"dian MIS­
sions in Upper Cana.)a, held at 77, Hulton Garden, Londun, on \Vednesday 
April 29th, 1840; which Resolutions spe"ify the three distinct allegatiuns, or 
mailers of complaint, to which reference is made in the Resoluti'Jns of this 
Commit~ee hel'einartel' i",p.rted {see Resolution 1.) 

20. Correspon,lence of the Rev. Egerton Ryerson with the GO'IIernor·Gen­
eral of British North America. 

21. Resolution on Govprnment grant' for relio!;ious purposes <ubmitted by 
Dr. Alder to'lhe Upper C!lnada COllferenc" at Hamilton, in IH39. 

'Z2. Address of the Upper Canad:! Conferer,ce, held at B~l1ev;lIe in JI1!I8 
1840, to the British Conference. 

23. Resolutions, in accordance 'with the vipws of the British Conference. 
which were proposed to the Upper Car.aua ConferencA in 1840, and negatived 
by a large majority. .. 

24. Resolutions of the Upper Canada Conference," 1340, camed by a 
large majority, aftp,r those last mention~~ were ne!l"ativerl: 

25. Report of the Committee on Bnt"b CanadIan alfans, held at ~eweas· 
tle-upon-Tyne, on Friday Evenin:;, July 31st, 1840. . 

In ronnexion with the recital or quotation of tbe precedIng Documents, the 
Rev. Egerton Ryerson and R"v. William RYE'rson, as representatives of the 
Upper Canada Conference, were also heard at very great length, and every 
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ot.ber m~t1lOd was IJsed, at several successive meeting", to obtain a full expo!i­
tion of the case, after all which, the Committee agreed to recommend tbe fol~ 
lowing Resolutions to the Couference, 

I, 'fh.t the three Rpsolutions, or matters of complaint, contained in the 
Resolutions of the Committee on Canadian affuirs, at their meeting on the 
29th of April last, OIlU forwarded by that Committee to the Upper Canoda 
Conference, are regarded as fully proved; alld that after seriously considering 
the Explanations ond O,'It'nce of the Rev. E!(ertotl Ryerson and Rev. Wil. 
liam Ryerson, thp. representativAs of the Upper Canada Conlerence, on these 
points, and giving them the r"ll weight to which they might be deemed to b .. 
entitled, tbe Committee are decidedly of opinion that the repl·esentatives of 
the Uppel· Call8da Conference have entirely failed to estahlish a justification; 
inasmuch.s it appear9 that, notwithstanding all they have stated and ex­
plained, there exiote,], 

1. A practical superseding of the Rev •• Toseph Stinson as President, by 
commullicating with the Governor·Gen"l'aI, _ .. porntfly and without ltis know­
ledg .. , and by acting without him, and without tbe Committee of tilE' Upper 
Canada Conferencc,-of whlc!l committee MI'. Stinson was a membp,r, and 
chait·man ex ofJicio on matters "ffecting the permancney of the Government 
£!rant to the Wesleyan l\lissionary Soeiety. 

2. A violation of the obligations arising from the lInion, in not opposing but 
rather countenancing the paym£"nt of our grant in a certain contingency, nol 
to us, but to the Upper Canada Conference, for other and different purposes. 

3. The decidedly and prominently political charactcr of the Christian Guar­
dian, in violation of pledges given to us and to the Upper Canada Conference, 
from 1833 to 1839. 

II. That, after a most careful examination of the comphcated and difficult 
subjects which have enga!(ed the attention of the Corr.mittee app<'inted by the 
British Conference of 1339 to decide finally in all malters relating to the 
union existing betwpen the British Conference and the Upper Canada Confer­
ence, and to our Indian missions in Upper Canada; and after having, in the 
Course of a very protr~ctp.d discuosinn, had aoundant proof of the wi_dom, 
Eare, and kir.dn"" whIch the afore,aid Committee ha',c mamfested in relation 
to th., affairs of Upper Canada, the present Committee are unanimously of 
opinion, that the members of the Committee in u PI''''' Canada affuirs, particu­
larly in the resolutions adopted at their meeting in London, on Wednesday, 
Aprtl29, 1840. and transmitted to the Upper Canada Conference, have strict­
ly adhered to those great principles which h"ve alway. guided the Wesleyan 
body, and that they are therefore entitled to the thank> of the Conference for 
the important services which they have rendered to the common cause of 
'Vesleyan Methodism. 

III. lifter a close consideration of the resolutions of the Upper Canada 
Conference of 1840, in answer to the resolutions of our Committe .. , on Upper 
Canada affairs, at their meeting on April 29, 1840. it was Rpsolved-
. 1. Th,~t this Committee is most happy to perceive that one of these resolu­

tIons. whlch determines that the Christian Guardi .. n shall cease to be a politi­
cal papEr, and shall be confined to purely religious and literary subjecis and 
articles of leligious intelligence, is to that exte';t satisfactory; but that the un­
qualified reservation of the" Clergy Rederve Question"-a reservation already 
s~ con'.trued and abused as to be pleaded in justification of an almost ur.limited 
(hSCU~SlOn of great and general principles on Ecclesiastical Polity, held sacred 
by thts body, a~d the absence of any adequate security for a more faithful 
ob.ervance of thlS R~solution th .. n has been maintained with respect to similar 
pledges repeatedly gIven from 1833 to 1839, in cor.nexion with the fact that a 
direct negative was simultaneously given to another series of resolutions, which 
would have been much mure explicit and satisfact.ory on tbe several subjeets 
referred to, are circumstances which the Committee deeply regret, and cannoe 
but regard with distrust and disapprobation. 



2. That on the other impOl'lant topics cmbl·.cetl in the Resolutions of our 
Committee on Upper Canada a!f'lir., dared April 2!1. 1840, the Resolutions of 
the la~t Upper C:anada. Confel'enc~ ~ppear rutl" r to imply an acquiescence in 
the eVIls complmned 01. and an officIal adoption of Ihem, than a c,,,.dial deter­
mination to prevent their future feCllrrence by ~dJ~rantial and f"fficient measures, 
and seem to €'vince that there i~ n dt'(·id(·d difl~'I."nce bl':\\'een the two Con. 
ference~ on the cons.tr')ctiun ofthp Artidp$ of Unton, in rpfl'rrnce to fundamental 
principles es~enti:)l to the ~ond \\'urkin!!' of the £:uioo, and which tbp Committee 
nre of opinion that t~~ British C'0nft'rt'nce cnnnot abandon, without compro­
mising it .. own CO!J~i~lerlcy ::tn(l rerutation; inas.ml1ch 8S it cannot snff>lv be 
identified in views anrl fespon..;iuiliry with allY body, however Tl"spected, "over 
v..·ho~e public procPI'dings it i3 d('nipd the right and power of exerting any 
official influence, so 08 to secure a reasonable nnd necessary co-ordinate but 
efficient direction, during the ccntinuance of the Union, 

IV. That, in the judgment of this Committt'P, nothing lon, occurred, in the 
whole com'se of tllPse negotiations, to shnke the confidence of the Conference 
in the Rev .. Joseph Stinson and the Rev. ~latthelV Richey; nnd that the mem­
bers of th .. Committee cannot but expO'P;, their hrally esteem and approbation 
of the ability, fidelity, and diligence with which these respected brethren have 
pelforme,l the duties officially confided to tht'm. 

V. That notwithstanding the grounds of grievance and complaint on wbich 
tbe C.,mmittee have felt it to be their duty to express so strong an opinion, tbey 
nrc RWar .. of the desiroLleness of maintaining Ihe existing union Letween tho two 
!Jodie_, for reasons which relate to the general interest. of our common Chris· 
tianitv, and to the continued connt":xion of the Province with the Mother 
Couniry. Yet, in their judgment, thnt union can be advantageously maintained 
only by the strict and un<1eviating adherence of our Upper Canada brethren to 
the following pri~ciples and regulations:-

1. That the continuation of the Govel·nment grant to the Wesleyan Mission­
ary Society, be cordially assented .to, Rnd supported by, OUI' Upper Canadian 
brethren, even if ilg payment should be ultimately trans!;'rrer!, as proposed in 
the Clergy Resen'e Bill, lately passed hy the Imperial Parliament, from the 
casual and territorial revenue on which it is now placed, to the Clergy Res!'rve 
Fund, in that Province; and that, as it apppn," that thep.yment of the grant 
has actually been agai" suspended, and is at prespnt wilhbpld. to the great 
inconvenipnce and embarms~ment of our mi:;sion~ in Upper Canada, the Rev. 
Egerton Ryerson shall arld,P;. alettel' to Lord .luhn Husspll. disclaiming any 
intention or wish to d"p"i\'c the Wesleyan :Ijissionary Society of the grant of 
£700 per annum. secul'ed 10 that Society as a fixed ch""g-e for missionary pur­
poses in Upper Canada. requesting that its regular payment may be continned; 
and assurir.g his lordship tl,at any other construction which may have been put 
upon hi, letter to the Governor in Chief, was founded in a misapprehension of 
his meaning. 

2. Th"t the Christian Guardian, or whatever newspaper or periodical may, 
in future, be recognized as tIle olRcial organ of the Upper Canadian Conference, 
shall entirely abstain from all party political reasonings an.d discussions, con­
fining its expre •• ions of opinion to religinus and lilerary tOpICS. 

3. That such official organ admit and maintain all tbe acknowledged prin­
ciples of the Wesleyan Methodi.t conne"ion; and that, i? seeking for a right 
under3tanding on thi. point, the committee have espeCIal reference to I,bat 
principle of our body which asserts it to be the duty of civil governments to 
employ (hp;,' influence, ,,,,d a portion of their resources, for the support of tbe 
Christian religion. 

The Committee recommend, in conclusion. that the Conference now remit 
tbe wbole affair to the mana"ement of a special committee. wbose duty it shall 
be to draw up a statement, in a more detailed manner, of tbe points on which 
full satisfaction will be expected from the Conference of Upper Canada, and to 
make such a report of tho resolutions of that botly thereupon, aSlmay enable 
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ou,' next Conference, a..embling in Manchester, to dett'rmine finlllly, th~ COUfA8 

which, in "efcrence to this union, it mlly then appear proper to adopt in tho 
set/lement o)f the whole affair. 

II. THE DECISION of THE CO~FERENCE. 

The report obove inserted was presented to the Conference, and read in the 
hearin~ (If th" Revs. E. Ryerson and W. Hyerson, reprp.entative. ofth" Upper 
Canad~ Confe,ence. They desired a copy of it, which wos accordingly handed 
to them i and they retirpd 10 examine its sev{'ral rarts. 'Vhen they returned, 
they we,e again heard at len~th, and mutual explanations ",ere mude o~ ~veral 
points to which tbey demuned. In the end, they frar.kly nnd exphc,tly de­
clared it as tllCir opinion. tI.at the Upper Cnnada Conference, of which they are 
the repre.entative., would never be induced to accede to the views which am 
contained in the aforesaid report, and c:oncerning which such C)erious misunder ... 
• tandings have arisen; and, that the maintenance of such views, on the part of 
tbis body, would be rega.-ded by the Canada Conference as a virtulll dissolu­
tion of the union. Upon healing this, the Conference was reluctantly led to the 
conviction, that a continuation of the moro intimate connexion, established by 
the article. of 1833, is quite impracticable. The Conference could not over­
look Iho fact, -that the pacific resolutions, which had already been proposed 10 
the UpI'm' Canada Conference of 1840, by some of its member., were negalived 
by a large majority i and that. from the statements of the Rev. Egerton and 
Rev. William Ryerson, just made, tne s.me di'position evidently remains, and 
clearly precludes a furtber perpetuation of the unior,. B:lt the Conferen~e 
wishes to exp''''s, its paterm.l and atlectionllte feelings towards the Upper 
Canadian breth"en, whose continued and increusing prosperity in the enjoyment 
of" all spiritual blessings," and in the extension of all bencfiliial spiritual influ­
ence, it earnestly desires i and, while the relatinn subsisting betwe .. n the two 
Conferences may, henceforth, be simply that which marks two independent 
sections of the great Methodi"t family, it i. devoutly hoped, and implored at 
the htlnds cf our most merciful God, thnt they, and all the other parts of the 
same family, may always preserve towards each other such sentiments of sin­
cere Christian friendship as become the portions of the church of Christ which 
ngree in many points of doctrine and discipline, closely bearing, as they firmly 
belie"e, on the best interests of mankind. And, in order thllt every arrange­
ment may be made in the kindest nnd most effectual manner, the Conference 
deems it right to confide the whole affair to a Special Committee, who shall be 
invested with full authorilY to act, during this time and the next Confp.rencf\ 
in Manchester, in all matters connected wilh this subject, and especially to 
take measu,-es. in conjunction with our general Missionary Committee, for the 
future prosecution of oar work in the United Province of Canada, ana of our 
missions among the Aborigines and destitute .pttlers i-with power also to add 
tn their number, and to appoint, fmm among themselves. sue h sub-committees 
as may be thought advisable. It is likewise recommended lhat the Rev_ 
Egerton Ryerson and tbe Rev. William Ryerson be invited to nttend the said 
~om.mittee, or any sub.committee or deputation which may be appointed by I". with a design to render every plan and di.position of affairs as amicable as 
possible. On the whole subject, therefore, the Conference resnlves, UNANl­
MOVSloY;-

I. That the first four resolutions contained in lhe preceding report of the 
Committee, as those resolutions are revised and amended, be received and 
adopted by the Confert'nce_ 

II. That as. for the reasons above suggested, a perpetuation of the union 
betwpen the British and Upper Canadian Conferences is judged to be imprac­
ticable, the fifth resolution contained in the aforesaid report, under all the cir­
cum'lances in which the subject is now presented for the deci.ion of the Con­
ference, cannot be receh'ed and adopted; but that the following Committee be 
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.appointe~ ~.ith all the po\~'el's Il~relldy mentioned, to ta\;e the most juJiciou. 
and C~!'I~Uall measures, 10 coo,lunction wilh the ltc\" Egerton Ryerson and 
Rev. \'hlham RY~I'son, ,as repye.enwtivl"S uf the ('rpor Canadian Conference, 
th~t the for":1al d,ssolution ut 'he unton may not be accompanied with any 
!~Ing tha~ mIght produce embittered fl"elings, or injure mutual charity: viz. 
J he P,'esldellt nnd Secretary of the COllferencc, the Rev, Messrs, ltichal'd 
Reece, Richard 'freH'ry, Thomas Jnckson, John Scott, John P. Haswell, Ed­
muw:! Gnndl'ud, Thomas Galland, James Dixon, Joseph Taylor, Peter Mc­
Owan, Matthew R,chey, Joseph Stinson, George Marsden, William Lord, 
~obel·t Wood, ~arnard Slater, John Rigg, William Bennet, \\,il:iam M. Bunt­
Ing, .John ~avls:, Sen., John Bowers, William Atherton. RicIoar,d Waddy, 
Isaac Keehng, 11mothy Ingle, Juhn ~Iasoll, .Jun., Samuel .Tackson, William 
Vevers, J".seph Fo\~le~, William Barton, Francis A. West, Samuel D. Waddy, 
together With tI,C M,sslOnary Sceretaries. 

Ill. That the above-named CumnJlttee shal! hold its first meeting in Man­
che",ter OR \Vednesriay, August 19th next, and its Iiuhscquent meetings a~ may 
be found cilnvenient oc [Ieechsary. -

JOH~ HA~'AH, Secretary. 

LeUer from tl.e Represe7ltativcs of tlte BTes/eyau C,n,fe,",nce in Ca7laJa, 
tt) tlte Nev. Dr. Ha7lnalt, Secnta",.!!, in refereuce to tlte proceedin!:s of 
tke Britisk Conformee on Canadia71 Affairs. 

22, Cecil Street, L07ld07l, Au[!,"sI29, 1840. 

RE". AND DEAR SIR,-We ha\'e the honour to adolOwledge ttoe receipt of 
your letter of the 25th instant, (>nclosin~ the" Pro..:pedillgs and Decisiun of 
th~ Conference on mattcrs relating to the Union between the British ConfereDre, 
and to the Missions in Upper Cunada," and informing us of the appointment 
of n Sub-Committee" for the particular plll'pose of l,"dng a f,ee and friendly 
conver~ation" with us on matters pending between ~he \Vesleyan connexion~ in 
England and in (! pper Canada. 

We beg most cordially to reciprocate the expressions of personal kindness 
"ontained in )"our lotter, and to ussure you that 110 differences on public ground. 
shall be allowed to suspcnd, on our part, the offices of private friendship, or 
prevent thtl ingenuous exercise of those courtesies and dUlies which arise from 
our religious and official relations. 

We regret that it i9 not in our power to meet your Sub·committf'e, as wo 
have taken and paid our passage on board of the" British Queen," which 
departs for New York on the lst of Septemuer. 'Ve stated to several of the 
members of the Committee at Newcastle, that we intended to err.ba. k for 
America uy the 1st of Seplember. We, however, delayed taking our passage 
for several days, in Ioopes of hpal'ing from you. MI'. Fo",ler, Superintendent 
of Newcastle, and Mr. Lord. infol'med us the evening before we left Newcastle, 
that we would receive an official communication on the .ubject 0f"'our mission, 
by Wednesday, the 19th instant. We deferred until the end of the week-the 
late.t moment allowed in ordel' to secure comfortable berths-before we engaged 
our pa.sage. But WA know not what advantage could arise from our meeting 
your Sub-committee, as we have no authority to assent to any dissolution of tho 
Union between the conferences in England and in Canada. much less to consent 
to, or ae'luiesce in, your establishing an interest in Upper Canada, distinct from 
that of the Wesleyan Methodi.t Church in that province. Of cou .. c the 
Missionary committee are responsible fOI' all demand. in connexion with the 
Missions in Upper Canada, up to the period of your secession from the Union. 
The accounts must be a.ranged and settled with the Mis.ionary Board of the 
Canada Conference. 



'Ve now proceed to state in wriling ~hose vipw~ respecting the "~ .. oceedingll 
and Decision" of y01l1' confel'encC', whICh we shoulrt have commuOIcllted ver­
bally had we b,'ell able to mpct yo~"' .Sub-comminee. But previou.ly to our 
doing so, Wf' beg to make a few prelimInary r;m~rl~s. 

1. Let it be rerollected fir.t. that the ConstitutIOn and RIJles of the \Vesleyon 
Body in Canada ar~ not scattered over 5cvernll".rge octavo volum~s of Minute. 
of Conference, to be interpreted to tbe Societies by tbe Supenntendents of 
circuit~, nnfl hv the conf€'lf'nCe in douotful quesrions, as i::" the case in Eng:and; 
but are emho~ied in a small hook entitled" Doctrine. and Discipline of the 
Wesleyan Method;st Chllrch in C:anada;" deflr.i~1f the p~wer; of t~e c?nfer­
ence, tnt;> oh.ipct~~ powprs, and dUl1P:;;, of every offiClal mp.f't1n? ann officE' 1n the 
church. 2. That previously to the union with the conference in Engla~d, ~he 
Connexion in Canarla wa:" an independent body, Imder the church orgamzatlon 
referred tOt poss('~~ing thr· di .... ('t"t>llOnary and ab:3olute mana.gement of its own 
affairs. 3. Tbat it hn, "I ways retained all its previolls power of self control­
all its rights and privilege<.-which wpre not conc,'ded to the conference in 
Englnnd in tbe Articles of Union. 4. That the articles of V nion required and 
received the ""cnt of the two conferences, and can only be dissolved by their 
MUTUAL cOI.snll, unless ill coso of a hitherto unknown and very improhable 
exigency. Th~ relinquishment of tbe Articles of Vnion. therefore, by either 
party, witbout the cunsent of tbe other. involves that party in the responsibility, 
as well 8S toe con',equences, of n secession fron: the otber body in the country 
wbele it takes place. 5. That in ascertaining the import of the Articles of the 
Union-and, conse'llleotly, to jud,~c of tbe viulation .. f tbem-we are to ex­
amine the Articles themselvps, and judge of their nature and provisions, from 
the gmmmatical and common sense meaning nf the language wbich they 
contain, in connexion witb tbe usages to which they refer. It is one of tbe 
first principles of common and civil law, that" no man can take advantage of 
his own wrongs"-a principle which would be prostrated in tbe dust wertl we 
to admit the interpretations of !\II'. Beecbam, or the parapbrase. of Dr. Aldel', 
as the Articles of Union between the Wesleyan Conferences in England and in 
Canada. 

We may further observe, tbat the IplIer and spirit of tbe resolutions and 
addre.s of the Canada Conference of June last. evince a strong de.ire on the 
part of that bo.ly 10 maintain tbe Articles (If the Union inviobte; tbat tbis 
wag the grent object uf ollr exp,,"sive and painful mi.sion to England; and 
that tbe assllmption of va-t additional powers on the part of the conference in 
EtJgland, anrt the prescribing of new con.lilions as tbe only terms of perpetua­
ting tbe Union-assumrtions and conditions to whicb tbe Canada Conference 
hove most solemnly objected-and the respollsibility of the dissolution of tbe 
Union, in consequence of a non-compliance of ourselves nnd tbe conference 
we represent with those recent assumptions and new conditions, rest entirely 
with your Conferenc". 

We now advance to a brief examination of the" Proceedings and Decision" 
(Jf your Conference. 

1. \V e c'lme to England in accordance witb the sug-gestion of the committee 
of your conTerence on Canadian afl'airs, wbich stated, that •• If the Canadian 
conference should del'm it to be its duty to send a Representative to the next 
British conference for tbe purpose of offering any explanations or of making 
proposals with n view of perpetuating the Union; or should that be found 
impracticable, for tbe purpose of making such arrangements as may prevent 
unseemlyanel uncbristian collisions between members of two divisions of the 
8ame great family, the Committee aSSUre the Canadian Conference, that 
.uch Representative ulill be received with cordial affection by the Britis! 
Conference, and that every attention will be paid to bis statements and repre­
sentations." The kind and manner of our reception is familiar to you i we 
shall merely say, it was to us a new thing in Methodism i and that, up to the 
present moment, neither of us has been favoured with the bonour or the 



courtesy of a s"lulation eilhe~ from Dr. Bunting, or ti,e President of your 
conference, o~ an} of the leadong official members, with a few exceptions. If 
a. Representatl\,e of your conrcl'cnce to Canada,orlo the United States, had never 
even be~n salute? hy a shake of the hand or a. nod of the head, on tlte part of 
the presldmg O~C':ers of the conference~ in those c~untriest we questlOn whether 
he couln _tate with truth, that he had bel'n .. received with cordial affection .... 
Into fu~ther det~i1s as to our ollic~al receplion we will not enter; fur many 
expressIOns of kindness and attentIOn on the part of indIvidual memb.rs of 
your conference we cherish a gl'E1tf'ful rememhrancp, nnd desire to record our 
heartC"lt acknowlcd"ments, c<pecially for the unwearied and affectiunate ntten­
tions of the Rev. \V. Lord, late President of the Canada Conference. 

2. It is probably known to you, that by notes to the President, nnd otherwise 
we urged the early con3ideration of the :'Il~ject of OUf mi~!'-ion~ but that severai 
days elapsed before even tile aprointment or a committee was proposed; that 
we o~iected to the reference of the Canadian address lind resolutions to a 
committee before t.hey were r('ad and disf'ugged in conference. as they were 
addressed to the Brili,h Conferellce, and embodied an appeal rrom the pro­
ceedings of its own committee; that OI!f objections were overruled, with the 
a.ssuranc" that we should h.ve an opportunity of starin~ fully the whole matter 
to the conferencc.t It will also appear by the minutes of your couference, 

(Note~ from the London Editio".) 

* Note by E. Ryerson.-It is with extreme pain and regret that I have dpemed it JUBt 
and expedient to join in these remarks, as, 011 two former occasions, wilen repn·.senting 
the Cnllariian Conferpnce in England, I received all the attentiorrs that brotherJy kind. 
ness! inrelli,pnce, and g~nerosit}'1 cOllid bPStnw. I confess that although, for ubvious 
re31Ons, , did not anlicipa1e an f'qlJal!y tlalterin~ rf~ceptillrl on the present occasiun, I did 
suppose tllat the uSllal civilitipti would be f'xtl'nded 10 a 5'ellior and cnnfessf'llIy unoffenn .. 
ing brother; as a slrnnger. an accredited Reprpst'ntati\e nf it co-ordinatc branch of the 
great Weslpyan family, a brother ~reatly bploved and honoured hy his brethren in his 
native country. The Repr~senfal1v€s of the Britigh Confer ... ncp have alw:Jys hePon treated 
in CamHla with /;,\'t>ry mark ofr ... spect and di .. tillction. \Vht!n Dr. Alder WilS in Canada, 
in IrOfI. h~ \V3S nnl sent to a go'itary boarding-house, as:t IPller, Lut was lIIoSt courteously 
entt:rtained by a re$olpectahl(' Methociist family. alld IfI'atpd with e\'f·ty possible atH'ntlon 
by the Confemnce, though thp. w ... " known and avowpd Ohjt'CTS of his 1Ill:osioll W~re more 
repue-nant to the feelings and inten>~Ts of tIle Connexiotl in Canada, th,n the nlission of 
the Canadian Representatives could be to the int('IIi~ent vit~\\':'l of the \Veslpyan body in 
En2land. On calm review and mnture rdleclion, I am per~uarlt'd. the authorities of the 
British Cnnference will rc[!ret thE'ir rE'pul~i\'e treatmE'lIt of the fleprespnlatil-f's of the 
Canada COllferellce. It was undi/!lIitif'd and new in MPlhodism ; and cannot bear eKami­
natim. in any point of view. Bur I chcri~h no OTher than feelings of rf>~rt"t at Ihe occur­
rence of Buch an event in the history of Methodist Conferellces. It li1hall not cool the 
ardour of my affection for the many venerable rnf'mber~ of the COllference with whom 
1 have hild the privilf'lZe of a slight acqnaintance; nor Shilll it lower my estimate of a 
body of ministers whose epistolary wori{S of faith and Jabours of love are read and known 
of all mell at home and abroad. 

t The morning after the appointment of the committ~e on Canadian 3tfairs, one of the 
Canadian representatives addressed the following nole to Ihe Rev. Dr. Buntlng:-

• II Friday .Morning, Jlugust 7, 1840. 
"REv, SlR,-As a~surance has been given by the Prt!sidellt, and as it is underSTood 

that an OPPOrlUI,ity will be atfinded us of stating all fhe facts of the Canadian am.ir, 8S 
W~ understanfl a.nd vie\V it, to the Conferc1U:e, and as it is our required duty and inlen" 
tion to do so, whether Ihe committee n'port in favour of continuirlg the union with fhe 
Canada Conference or flot, I take the liberty of submitting whether you do 1I0t think It 
will b~ a ereat flaYing (If time and labour, for the slalemeulS on both shies to be made '0 
tbe Conference b~fore the committee on Canadian affairs Dleels1 

U If the stalcments are first made to 1he cOIllmittee, we shall be under the nece3sh, of 
making Ihern a ~econd time, wilh equal IlIinutelltSS, in the Conference; whereas, jf the,. 
are first made in the Conference, they nerd not be repeated in Ihe committee. 

tI After lh~ slatements on bolh Sides shall have been made 10 the Conference. tbe com­
mittee can proceed, with comparatively little furillpr disr.ussion or delay, to prepare such 
lesolulionB as may be jud,;ed Plpedient for the final deci~ion of the Conference . 

• U 1 merely submit this for your consideration. The Conference, it is probable. will 
noloit while tbe committee is silting. It will occupy no more time to state Ihe facts \I> 
Ihe ConCerence Ihau to the committee; but it is immaterial to us which course is pur· 



that the committee thus appointed on Canadian aftairs did not mt'et IInt.I 
Saturday, the I!th of August, eleven days aftcr the commencement of ~1Ie 
.ession, and within three days uf the then anticipated close of il. Jot nlUs~ 
Jikewi.e be in your recollection, that when, in Committee, we re~on8.trated 
against being interru pled at almost every .'a!l"e of ?ur ~emarkg, stat,lng thnt we 
had not in uny oue in.tRnce interrupted Dr. Ald"r In h,s four hours' "otem.bt, 
or !'II r. Stinson in bis st .. tement in support of tbe statements made by Dr .. 
Alder. we were iuformed by Dr. Bunlir.g, in reply, that sucb was your mode 
of proceeding in committees-that uny statement was liable to be objectt'd 10 

the moment it was made, and explanation demanded at any time-that -
credit was due to ,·ithel· of us for not having interrupted Dr. Alder or Mr. 
Stinson, as we might have done so if we had chooen j that when we came to 
"peak in conference we could proceed without interruption till we had con· 
cluded. You are furthermore aware, that the affair was not reported to the 
conference until Thursduy ev'ming, the 13th instant. nnd not taken up until til. 
following day, n few hours before the close of the session j wben, out of 
upwards of three hundred members who had allended the conference, the 
greatest number pr,,"ent during the consideration of the Canadian business waH 
Serenty-tfJ)o (a Ie." number than there are members of the Canada conference), 
the other two hundred or two hundred and fifty preachers having left conference 
(or the;" circuits; that then we were told, that as so much time had been occupied 
with the investigation of the subject in committee, and as tltere was scarcely a 
preacher present who WIlS not eilher a member of the committee, or had not wit· 
nessed its proceedings, the further discussion of the subject in ("onference W88 
inatlmi •• ible as we!i as unneces.ary j and thnt our remarks must therefore fJe 
confined to the expression of our views respecting the Report of the committee. 

3. So much as to the mode of your Conference proceeding 1n this affair. We 
have felt it oUt· dUly to make these brief references to it. ns it is se"eral time! 
alluded to in tho resolutions which you have enclosed. In regard to the reso­
lutions themsplves, we cannot but express, in the first place, our surpl~se and 
regret at the mannel' in which the statements reported to have been made, and 
tho papel'S nnd documents stated to have been read, are recorded in the report 
of the committee, us we are persuaded it conveys a very erroneous imprenion 
of the proceedings of the commlltee, and the facts brought before it. The 
order in which the statements were made and the documents renrl is altogpther 
.lifi"Hrent in the Report fl'om what it was in renlity. Why is this 1 The datu 
of lome of the letters and documents rearl are given in the report j the dale,. of 
others nre omitted. Why i. this 1 A .ynop.is of 80me of the statement& and 
documents read i. given; the synopsis of oth~r statements nnd documents is 
soppressed. Why is this 1 And in the synopsis of some of Ihe principal doc· 
uments. those very points are omitted which consututed the lending fe&tures of 
those documents, nnd the points of diffl?rence between tbe two Connexion •• 
Why is this 1 How is it possible for any reader tv form a correct idea nf the 
real nature nnd merits of II question, when the proceedings on it are thus reo 
ported 1 

4. We will refer to rome examples in mu.trntion of these rf'mark.. In the 
enumeration of statenlent. mad" and documents read in the committee, three 

sued, .0 IhAI we h1tvo an opportunity of I.ying the whole affair before our falhera and 
brf'thren at large. Our only prt!ference is in favour of that course which will be the lea. 
tedious, oCI'Upy tbe least time, Rnd occasion the least trouble-doing whal we think1D 
he ri~ht and necessary. in a candid and amicable spirit, and leaving confiequenees to HIm 
who h~~ D!I power in heaven and in earth, and who is • too wise to err. and too good~ 
be IInlund. I have the honor to bo, &'c. (Signed) EG>:nToN RVER.ON." 

.. Tbe Rev. Dr. Bunting, ke. kc. &G." 

The following was Dr. Bunting's answer tn the foregoing note . 
.. Dr. Bllnting has con,idererl Mr. Ryerson'. note of this morning, but is still of oplnlnn 

that both our uniform usage in all sucb cases, and tbe merits of tbis case itself, reDdlrtb. 
course now proposed Ihe only proper one." 
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l~tter. al:,! melll;ollcd und"r the h~ad. 9, 10, RlId 11; one from Or. Alde~ til 
the. Presld~nt ,of the Canada Conterellce, a second from the Missionary Secre­
tarIes to S,r George Arthur, the thll·d from the President of vour conference to 
the R.w. K Ryerson (dakd l\1are~1 23, 1839.) Now the reader would suppose, 
~rom the ol'der and the synopsIs gIven of these letters, that tllPY were read to 
Illustrate and establish the allp~ation, that the organ of the Can;da Cunference 
had unjustifiably interfered with ~l-cular pal ty politics; yt't the very reverse was 
the fact. Mr. E. Hyerson commenced his reply to Dr. Alder on Saturday evell' 
ing, nnd rp!'iumerl it on l\fono:lY afternoon. l)reviously to his resuming his re­
~Jarks on l\lunday, he called for the reading of the letters referred to. Dr. Bunl' 
I~g and. others opposed the reading ,,!'them a< irrelevant Ijust thirty·five minutes' 
dISCUSSIOn enSiled before :\11'. E. Ryerson was allowed to read them. Mr. 
Ryerson had shown from docllmC'ntary evirlence, that when the union was 
ogreed to, and from that time 10 1839, the q1lPstion of the Clergy Reserves was 
~eft to the .uncontrolled action of the Canada Confer,,"c,,; that in it. proceed. 
lngs and Vlews three successive Rpopresentatives of the Briush Conference had 
concurred and co.operated. He then proceeded to read the three I~tlers in 
question, to prove, 1. toat down to ~hat p~riod tiJPl'e was llot the slightest com. 
plaint against him or the Canadian Confprence on the score of interference in 
civll matt~rs. as neither of thuse ktvJl"s cOlilainf'd one word on the subjpct. 2. 
That each oftho~e letters refers to ('cclesiastical questionsonl.1J, or the question 
of the Clergy Reserves, ("'hieh phrases are synonymous in Canada. as no 
ecclesiastical questions have eve.r been discussed in Upper Canada besides the 
Clergy Reserves I) t),enee .tating the fact, t),at with the interference of the 
MIssionary Secretariea in the question of the Clpr~.\' R€~Plves, contralY to the 
declaration of uoth the R~presentatives of the Bl'lti,h Confer,'nee at the time 
the Union took place, and contrary to the administration of it durin~ six years. 
commenced th,~ misunderstandings oetween the Engli~h and Canada Conne"," 
ions. But what a totally difterent idea and meaning do those letters convey, 
from the order in which they are enumerated in the l't'port of the committee, 
Bnd th .. parrial and unfdir synopsis which is gi"en of Ihem. 

Again, at No. 12. it is stated. "Extracts from the Minutes of the Upper 
Canada Cor.fer·ence, holo ~t H"miiton in .June 183J, nmtaining settlements of 
matters in dis'lute up to that period. and an amicable arrangement for the 
future." There were two resulutlons pa~sf'd at the Hamilton Upper Canada 
Conference of June 1839; the Onp. rpseillded three Ol1t of six resolutions wiJich 
hud heen adopted two years pl'l'violls on Government grants; the othf'r, while 
it deprecated interference in secular rarty politics, reiteratert tho "il'WS of toe 
Conference on the question of the Clercy Heser"es. and its determirll1tion to 
maintain its constitulionnl alld jus!: lights j a resolutiun to which Dr. Alder 
B~sented, thoulgh it contained ;:cnti ments wholly at variance \\ ito the views 
expreascd in the three letters mentioned in the rrecedin~ paragrapiJ, ooe of 
which letters had been written by Dr. Alder bim.eif, and two of them signed 
by him only a few months peior to the session of that Conference! 

Again. At No. 16, mention i. made of 1\ ,\hmorinl ac!dres,ed by the Rev. 
Messrs. Stinson and Richel' to the Governor·General of Canada; but the date 
and object. of that Memor';"al are not stated; bOlh of which are of the greatest 
importance in judging of the merits of the case, and of the condu~t of Mr. E. 
Ryerson. That Memorial is dated 3ro of .Jnn. 1840, just aforlmght BEFORE 

Mr. Ryerson'. letter (elated .Jan. 17. 1840.) of whIch you complain was 
oddresspd to the Governor-Gelleral. IIIr. Rverson's letter was unofficial-not 
pretended to be official. and rHlt .i:;nerl ur ad-dressed t,y :\11'. R. in. any official 
capacity; the Merr,orial \\'''51'"oJ~sscdly ~fficzal, "gllL'<I by ~I r. SlIn50n, os the 
.. President of the COI,fcrl'nce," and by MI'. Richey, as ., Superintendent of 
Toronto City." Mr. Hyerson's letter lVas prepared in obedience to the fA· 

quest of the Governor-General; Ihe ;H"morial was spontaneous as well n. 
official. The Memorial wa. a~f(res.ive in its origin and objects; Mr. Ryer· 
'Oll'S letter was defensi.·c. TI,,, pmy''T ai the Memorial w~nt to depril's t.~8 
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Conference uf the \Y psl"yan :'I1"1\1O,li'l el,urch ill CallaJa uf its just and hither­
to acknowlellged rights; the conclusion~ ,of the letter ~ent to secu, .. e tho86 
rights. Tile i\lemorial "'" cunneel,·J wIth .a declaratIOn to t~e Governor­
General on the part of .\1,·,,'5. St,ngun and R,chey, that Ihe Un;OI' w01Lld be 
dissoh'ed. Mr. Ryerson's letter p' udded agaiost the occurrence of sucb an 
event. The cummunication. uf 1\1,,»1's. Stinson and nidl~y and their Mem. 
orial were secret-independent of the cemmittee of which they were mom"ers;. 
-the Memurial was never ~een by u single pn·ltcbcr in Canada, ulltil its pro. 
duction was required at the 8P8:5ion of the Conference ill June, und contained 
sentiments in opposition to the fl'I'onJ,·d opinions of tbe Canada CunfeJ"ence, to 
which buth '\1,''',.,. Slinson nnd Hicbey had previou,ly suu.cribed. Mr. Ryer­
son's Jetter cxpres~ed V1CW:; in aC(,ClrJanec with the recorded views of the com .. 
mittee and conferC'nce of wl11ch 111:.' \\ as a member. There wt.'re, therefore,. 
important lea.ons for omitting the mention of both the date and oujects of tbo 
}'le,norial, in the prillted proceedin!!:s of yoUl' conference. Compare Mr. 
Ryerson's fir.t letter to the Governor·General,dllted Jan. 2, 1840, an? Ihe pur­
port of the interview it mentions, with the l\lcmorial uf .J\les"~s. St1n80~ un.d 
Richey, dated the clay foIlo\\,lIl~. anrl the purport of the mterVlew to whICb " 
refers, Illid let any man judge who aCIL'J thc honourable, and who the" unauth­
arise.l and clandestine" part. 

A fourth example; At No. 21" tbe Report of tbe committee slates, "Cor­
respondence of the Re\·. Egerton !tyers"n with the Gm'crnor-General uf Brit­
ish North America." ;-';ow we f .... nished tte committee, through Dr. Bunting, 
with copies of the whole of that correspondence. ~\ hy are tIle dale. and the 
titles of the document, contained in that correspondence suppressed? 1 bat 
correspondence contains the completest refutation of the allegations of your 
commiltee on Canadian affairs against 1\1 r. Rye-n.on that the nature of the case 
will afford. 1. It contailled a leiter from Mr. llyerson to the Governor-Gener­
al, dated Jan. 2, 1840, relative to the GuvNnment grant to your committee, a 
letter wl,ich refute. your all",;atiun<. 2. Two letters addrl'fSed by :\Ir. Ryer­
Bon to the Governor-General, dated 5th and 61h of June, 1840, enelosing B 

copy of the Regolutions of ),our commi:tee, dated 29th April, 1840, requesting 
" copy of His Excellency'S despatch to Lurd .lohn Russell, referred to in those 
resolutiuns, and solicitin>; the testimony of His Excellency on certain of the 
committee's allegations, respecting which His Exc~llency was the only human 
witness or authority that could be appealed to.' Mr. Ryerson had been 

~ The following are the lelters alluded to: 
Toronto, JURe 5, 1840. 

MAy IT PLEAS~ YOCR ExcI!:LLE~.cY.-I nrri~cd at home last night from a long tour; 
nlld i!lOce my arnvalthe accomllaliYIfIg: rt'solutlons were enclosed to file by the Rev. Mr. 
Stinson, Agent of the Wt'sleyull Missiollal'Y Committee in LOlldoll. ) lose not a mo:ncnt 
in enclosing a copy of them to your l:,\:cl·l/ency, as they refer to what has transpired 
bp:tween your Excellency and myself 011 the financial relations which exist between the 
Wesleyan Conference in England alld the l'onference oflhe \Vesleyan Church in Canada. 

The subjects o~ t~lese resol1;1tions will be ~u"Y in:Vf'stigated at our approac.hing annual 
Conference of ~hmsters, wllJch commf'nces Us se8SIon on WI-'duesday Hext, ill Bellevi1le. 
As your Exce!il!ncy is the only authority to which I r.an appeal on some of llie matlers 
referred to, I hope the un~"p,ncy and peculiarity ot the ca8e will e:xcuse. ill your Excelleo· 
eyts mind, the liberty 1 take in most n'spectfully soliciling from your E.x.ctdlency allSWeIe 
10 tJJe folJowiHg qllc::ltions . 

. I. Did not Mr. Stinson and !\Jr. Richey desire your Excellency to !ip.cure a specific po .... 
tlOn of the proce.eds of the c!er:.:y r("servcs to the control of the Wesleyan Conferp.nce in 
Engl~nd; ~nd did Ihey ~ot a~sl~n as one ren~on for that arran:;:!ement the probaLility of 
Ihe dlEsolulIon of tbe uDlon between the EnglJsh and Canadian Conferences 'I 

2. Did not your Excellency delermine 10 write 10 Lord Jl)hn Russell on the subject of 
the grant ~o the \OVes)eyan MISSionary Commltte~ 10 consequence of examining the docu. 
mente WhlCb reJated to it, aud the articles of uniON between the British and Canadian 
Conferen"cs, and without any application on my part? 

3. Did I not draw up the leller explainillg lite finalleial relation" between the British 
and Canadian Conferences, in compliance with your Excellency's expressed wish ~ 



favoU\"ed with Ih" r~ading of tbe G,,,·ernor-Gener"l'. d"<ralch. It "fig Ih .. 
only document In eXhh~Jlee tlmt could prove the I'art which had I)('en token in 
the matte... HI:' applit.'fl for it. 'fhi.; was prima facie (:'\id .. n~e of hi'i CQn~ 
~ciousne~5 of havillg' acted honourabJy. )jut the titles nnd datp", of these 
letter~ are l3upprp ... .;r·d in the prill/til pruccerlin.c'"i of your committee and con­
ference! 3. That t'orr"~pnlldpIICP nl ... ) eualainpd" the Guve~nor Gent'rai's 
answe,', (d~led Ju~e 12, 184.0) to the leltors just mentioned. Hi. Excellency 
con~elvp,l T~ to be lrrpgl11ar tot' 111m to furnish a copy of his deApatch; bllt he 
replies explicitly to t\Ir. Hy4'r~on's qtl!'sllon5. and C'ommlJllic8tes so much of 
the contents of his tle .. patch as related to the matter::; suhmitted to lJim. In 
this Reply, His 1·:,,·,·l\ency ,ta''', (I) That he 1,'1'\ leal'm'd from :VIr. Stinson 
of the probable di"ollllion "f tl", Union. (2) Trllll :'Ilr. Ityerson had never 
npplied t" him on Ihe subject of the Government ~rant 'n tho Lonrlon Wes­
leynn Mi •• ionary Committee. (3) That ;\Ir. Ryer<0n's INtel' ,,, him, daled 
Jan. 17, 1840. was prepar~rl in t'ompli"o,'" with ~Jis E",·,·iicflcy·s re<Juest. 
Yet all mention of this most important cloc:.Jnll'lIt is :-;uppr(·~";t·(l ill the printed 
Report of your conl~'rence procel'Jing:-,! (4) That ('()rre~pondcll('t~ contained 
likewi~e a copy of the AJJrcss of the Cilnada Confereuce to the Governor-

1 will feel myself greatly obliged by rour Excellency'~ ealliest reply. addresst'tI to me at 
Belleville. l JJa ... ·e tlte honor to be, &c. (::::ilgnt:d) EGERTON RVERSON. 

lJis Excelle,lcy the Governor Gellna!. 
Tm'onto, .Tune 6, 1840. 

MA.Y IT PLEASE: YOUR EXCELLENCY I-Since my If:'tter of YE'5tenlay to your Excellency 
was mailed, I find that I 3m ullable to procure> fro II I 1\1 r. Slillson a ~npy of your Excellen. 
cy·s dl'spalch to Lord .Tnhn I:II:;sell on the slIbject of the Government I!rant to the Eng­
lish Weslpyan Conference, rt"fc>rrpd to in the Lontlnn Committee's rpsolutions, which ( 
enclodPd to your E,Heliency, although it apl)pars that Lord John Russell furnished Mr. 
Aldf!r with a copy of that dl'spalch, and althollgh I have obtained COpi~9 uf the other 
parlS of ~he correspondence m('ntioned ill those ri':'illutions, 

Your E."cp-lIl~ncy having kint1ly reafl Ihat tJe"jlatrll to me, prc\'iollslv to iending it to 
Lord ,John Russell, I know it to be uf the utm"st importance to nH! in the approaching 
investigatii,rl~, 

May I theret4.re beg that your f:xcell~ncy will ha\'p. the ltindnes:; to enclose to me, by 
return of post, a copy of the despatch rere! red to, addressed to me at Belleville. 

I hilve the honor to be, &c. .EO"RTuN j(YERSOS. 
His Excellency th~ Governor General. 

[His Excellency'. reply is as follo\1 s:1 
II Gorcrllmcnt Housr, .Montreal, June 12, JF40. 

U SIR,-I am commanded hy thl'! Gon'rnnr Gpneral to rlcknowh~d,!!e the rpceipt of your 
lettprs of the 5th rI:ld (if II in~t . !he first f'l1('lm:in~:\ ('opV of certaill resolutions allopt"d 
by the committee 01 tht: UCl:i~h \V,':-Ieran Cflllff'!rt!ncp. with relt>rPlice '0 ~ollr cOflducton 
the 29th .\prillast; til·' ~ecolld, requesting a copy of the despal' II re~llt't.:ll1l~ the grant 
for the support of the \Vf'~II'\'an Mb:dons in fTppcr Canada, whidl 111"; Exo'llellcyad a 

dres~f>ri tn Lord John Hus:!!wll in the lIJonth of Ft'oruarv la~t. These leuers lJaving unfor· 
tunately arrivet1 Juring his Excellency's ttmVlIrarya'lJsence frOIll )lolltreal, the answer 
to them has been unavoidalrly d.'layed. 

u IIh Exrellency uesir,'::; me to ~ay, that n~ TIp. cannot /:nl.ller from the rcsolulions of 
the Briti:1lh ConCt-rence that his dpspatch to thp Secn'lary of State had ueen communicated 
to them, a:1l you sUP(losp, and as he has Jenson to tllirlk from (lthi'r circumstances that 
such a proceedin!{ wOllld not bl! adopted, it lnluld Lw im'gular in him to furnish you with 
8 copy (If that despalch, III)\vcvl'r lIIuch he may re!!rt'tlii.:" bl'ing ufialJl~ tndo, so~ because, 
bad he been able 10 send II In ynu, ir would unt only han.! fully eXf,Jlill.nPll hl~ Views, ana 
the grounds upon whiclI he is of opinion that the :,!','ant shOUld be dl~tnbuled In a manner 
ditf ... rentfrnm lhat which has of lat~ been followl'd, but w01l1t1 hal'!' atfolrded Ihe most 
conclusive evidence on some of the poillts notirf'd in your hotter of the 5111 iflst~ Jt would 
have shown, for illstance, that his Excellency's cODllllunication '''ith (he Spcr"Iaryof 
Stale ori,1.!:iunt(·u in an U,alllillalion of Ihe whole of the Cirl:UIII~t,arJCt's of the \Ve~levan -
body in Upper Canada, anti of the dllClllllcuts rf'lath'e to the Uliion betwcPIi th~ British 
and Canad1an Confe:ences, which were slIbmitte,1 ttl hilll--alid upon Lills pOint j am 
directed 10 arid, in reply to your question, that this t'x1.mination did oot proceed fronr any 
requeit ofyuurs, and that lhe If-!tter drawn IIp hy rou in explanation of the financial 
relations of the two bodie~, w;:as prepared at his Excdh'ncy's n'quest. It would also 
further show, that it was from the Rev, r.lr. SUllSOU that his Excellency first heard of the 
probable dissolution of Ihe two ,>ocieti ••. 

" (Signed) T. W. C. MURDOCH, Chicf Sec,etary." 
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General June 18'10, t"" .. ther with His Excellency's reply; n Reply ",!.ir" 
complet~ly ref~tes D,·. Alder's insinuations against tbe pohtical character ~f 
hi. bretbrer. in Canada, in hi. letter to Lorel John Russell, dated 29th Apnl, 
1840. Y ~t nu mention is made of these very important ducuments in tbe 
printed Report of th~ procecdi~gs ~f your Conference! . 

We will pursue this kind of tnqUl~ no further, although rou have fu.rDlshed 
us with ample materials to prosecute tt at great le~gth. With tbe.mottVe8, Or 

designs, or reasons, of such a method. of reportmg tbe pruceedln~. of your 
Conference we bave nothina to do; we Judge not; we have to ileal wuh facis: 
and, althodgh we are but t/~(}t and ye are many, we speak with confidence. 
and with confidence we contemplate the issue, a, our apppal is not to names 
or numhers, but to documents, the import of which cannot be vaned by namea, 
nor their pvidcnr.e weakened by numbers. 

5. We have now to advert to the conduct of Me.srs. Stinson and Richey, 
extracts of whose letters were feall in your committee, and respecting whom 
your Conf~rence-or ratbe,' the remainder of your Conference-has, doubtle.a 
from a strong conviction of nec~s,ity, passed nn approbatory resolution. Your 
report mentions the reading of extracts of lette .. written by Mr. Stinson to 
the Wesleyan :\lission House in Lonnon, during tltA months of October and 
November, 1836,-a period when Mr. Stinson \Va. professedly co.operating 
most cordially with t',e Cannd" Conference-when he professed to be on terms 
of frienelship and intimacy with MI'. E. Ryerson-when he and Mr. E. Ryer­
son prepared and published. under peculiar circumstances. an Address to tbe 
Members of the :\lethodist Church in UPI'''' Canaela, containing abundant in­
ternal evidence, that Mr. Stinson cordially supported the views of the Canada 
Conference, on the question of an ecclesiastical establishment in that province,­
though at variance with the views expressed in a Memorial which he subse­
quently joined with Mr. Richey in presenting to the Governor-General of Ca­
nada! An extract of another lettcr from Mr. Stinson, dated 20th March, 
1~40, Was read in your Committee. In that letter Mr. S. states to the Mi .... 
• lonRry Committee, " 1 have lost all confidence in the men with whom I act; 
Rnel if yau choose to degrad" yourselves any longer by a connexion with such 
men, I hope you will permit me to retire from the province." Such were Mr. 
Stinson's words, as ne"rly as we could take thEm down while Dr. Alder was 
reading his letter. Yet a short time after the writing of that lett"r for perusal 
and aetion in England, Mr. Stinson declared, before those" men" in Con­
ference assembled in Canada, th~t. he conceived the Canadian Preachers wor· 
thy to stand, in every respect, upon an equal footing with Engli;h Preacher.; 
that he earnestly de,ired to perpetuate the connexion between the two bodies; 
that he would conside,' it wrong for the Government to pay the Committee the 
Grant out of the Clergy Reserve Fund, if it should, in the slightest elegree, 
affect the claims Qt. interests of the Conncxion in Canada; that in the event of 
a dissolution of the Unio" he should consider it wrong for the Committee in 
London to altern!'t to retain possession of those Indian Mi,sions which had 
been established by the Canada Conference prior to tlte Union. Relying upon 

* The following are passages from the Address alluded to: 
. II We have asked for no change in our Constitution of Government; nor in our rela­

tIon to the Mother Country; we have asked for equal rights and privile~es under our 
present form of Government; and onf free Constitution seeu res to us the meaDS of obtaln-

• jn~ all OUr demands in a peaceful, bloodless, yet etfeclual way." 
u Le! U9, thtm, brethren, regardle!:js of .past injuries, or present grounds of complaiut. 

rally aro~nd ~he sla~dard of our country III obedIence to the authorities whom Almighty 
Go~ has In HIS ProVidence placed over UB; and when peace and safety in the land are 
agam re·establishec"1, we will. one and all. renew, with redoubled ardour our exertions to 
~btain those ri~hts, alld privileges, and advantages wbich belong to us a~ men as Chrie-
tlans, and as Canadian Britil!h subjects. 1 

JOSEPH STINSON, President of the Conference. 
EGERTON RYERSON, ·Secretary of the Conference.I' 

OJ City of TorOR!o, Novetnbtr 19, 1838." 



61 

IlUch proCession. a~d declaration,.' the Cnnaa" Conference re'lupst. Mr. Sri"-
80n to accompany 11. Repre.entat"'~' to Englnnd "jOT co· operation and aid." 
He comps to En~land, and" uid:;;l1 ami" co·nperat('s '.vitlI" the Representa­
tives of the Canada Confelehce, by extracts of surh letter, a. we have above 
qlloted, an,1 hy kindred veri,,,1 "tatement. and reprpsentations; and i. then 
thonk .. d by ynur Committee anel the remainder of your Conference! Bllt re­
oolmion. of Committees or Conferences cannot alter jacts, or make crooked 
things straight, or darkness light. 

And then extract. of calumnious lener< again.t hi. C""adian brethren from 
Mr. Richey, are read in yoUl' Committee; anel Mr. Richey tells your Com­
mittee, that the" ministerial character i~ degraded" in Canada; that there i8 
little "ch .. mical affinity" in the Connexion there wilb British \\" esl .. yan :'Iletho­
dhm; and that during his four YPi\r . .,' .. o~idence in that Province. he was trea­
ted (to use his own pmphatic \Vord~) H AS A STRAl\GER, A FOREIG!'lER, AND 

~N ALIEN." Mr. Richey was invited to Upper Canada 8. principal of tho 
Conference Academy; the Boord of that lnsliwtinn aprli~d to an American 
College to confer upon him the honorary de~rpe of !,Iaster of Art., and I,aid 
his traveJ:ing expenses while visiting American Colleges, and in pursuit of a 
diploma; paid him for three year. a salary about twice as high a. that of an,. 
other "' .. sleyan minister in Canada; and when it was not deemed advisable to 
Bsk him to continue in that situation any lon~er, he was stationed in the City 
of 'COlonto, the Cily Road Circuit of the Canada Connexion. The Confer­
ence had requested him to prepare for publication a volume of sermons, and 
directed its Book Steward to publi.h them; lilt) Editor of the Christian Guar­
dian.-Mr. E. Ryerson, wrote as eneomiaf.tic a notice of those sermons, when 
published, as the warmest friendship could dictate; and although the Canada 
Conferfl!nce could not approve of ~ll·. Richey's views and COlJltlli"l in reference 
to the Resolutions of the Lond(l.n Committee, and his communications with the 
Governor-General, it possessed .ufficient judgment and charity to discriminate 
between a man's views and procecdin,2's in cf"l"tain circuffi:;tances, and his gene .. 
ral character, and therefore, on Mr. Richey's departure for England, trans­
mitted to the British conference a flattering t .. stimony of respect and affection 
in relation to him. Mr. Richey comes to the Briti.h conference, and tell. you 
he had been treated, during four years' residence in Upper Canada, .. as a 
atranger, afoTP'igner, and an alien ;" and you exprf"~s )'our "hearty esteem 
Bnd approbation of the abilily, fidelity, and dili~.>nce" with which he had 
" performed the duties officially cQn5,led to bim I" Thank. and eulogies thus 
obtained nre dearly purchased; and whatever influence the representation. of 
Messrs. Stinson and Richey mDy have had upon your proceedings against the 
Canada conference, we are persuaded they will o~erate very differently in 
Canada, where the facts to which we have rererre,1 are well and generally 
known. 

6. The decision of your committee and the relna;"dcr of your conference on 
the main questions now domond our notice. You say that the" matte .. of 
complaint" contmned in the Resolutiohs of the London committee of the 29th 
of April are regarded as "fully proved." But look at tho facts in r .. ference 
to the main point, oamely, M,'. E. Ryerson's conduct in relation to the Gov­
ernment grant. Your Re.olutions chal'ge him with" an utter want of ingeou­
OUKneos anel integrity in attempting to get I'0.se •• ion, in behalf of the Cana­
dian conference, in whole or in part, of the grant made by the Crown to the 
'Wesleyan Mi.sionary Society." You decide that tbis allegation is .. fully 1"0-
ved." Now, upon what evidence? You do not prelend Ihat Mr. Ryer.on had 
communication with nny other officer of the Government than the Governor 
Geoeral of Canada on the subjPct; and the Governor General tells you that Mr 
Ryenon had never applied to him on the su~ject, and that his examination of 
it, and the conclusions to which he came on It, were not the result of any ap­
plication from Mr. Ryerson; and yet you decide that your own allegation i. 
" fully proved!" We know that the testimony of the Governor General wal 
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very littl .. reganlpJ by yo"r "ommitl~,,; .th", hi. Exrell~ncy wno ~p~lkl'n of by 
Dr. Bunling aorl other. as not 10 be relIed upon; aor! that Mr. ~ •. Ryerson 
wns much r"probated for identifying I,im,clf and the Cannda conferl'noe with 
the administration of such a man; und your decision confirm~ what was ex­
pressed hy inrlividlmls on that point. But notwitl,slanding, there is the evi­
dence, and here is your necbtr.n-the one antagofllst to the other. However 
lightly your committee or conterence may treat thu authority or word of her 
MaJesty's nnble rpp"esentative in Canad .. , o,hers will properly reopect it. 

But your deciSion i. at variance with itseif, as well as n charge of fnlsehood 
a"ainst Lord Svcienlwm. In one part of your R~sclutions you condemn :V1r. 
E~ Rverson fiJl' ~n uttcar wnnt of in~elluousn(':.:~ and integrity, in attempting to 
obtain ti>r the Cnnada confprrneD th~ grant which had been given to the British 
conference; in another part of your Resolutions, you condem" him (in respl'ct 
to tpe same identic" I alll>gation) f,Jf .. 110t opposing, llUt rather countenancing, 
the payment of o1lr grant in a cl'rt.uin cOllting~ncy. not tv llS, but to the Upper 
Canada Con ,'renee." The one part of your own decision, therefore, contra­
venes and neutralizes the other, and completely ,,·futes yoI\[' own allegation. 

Really, Mr. E. Ryerson's case is rnther a hal'J, as ",<'II ng an anomalous 
on(' -arraigned upon :he same charge before two conferences on two .ides of 
the Adantic; acqllittecl, sustained, nnd honoured by the one, ami then substan­
tiai1y acquitted, nnd }et at the 'am" t.ime fearfully condemned by the othpr ! 

7. Then, as to tite charge of superseding the Rp\,. Jo,eph Stinson, as Prps­
ident. Now, view this in reference both to .\lethodist discipline and usa{(e ill 
Canada, and in fl"l'ect to the facls ,hemselves. (1.) The Articles of Union 
provided tbat the" President of the (Ca'ladian) Conference shall exercise the 
eame functions generally as the present General Silperintendent now actually 
exercises." It was shown to your rommittee, and denied hy none, that the 
"General Superintendent" never had claimed or execcised the functions in 
Canada which YOIl have claimed for your Prt'sident there; that the Canada 
conference, as well as the American conferences generally, had, from the 
beginning, appointed a cO'llmitlee, or some person speciaily to guard its right. 
and communicate with the Government on its otTa:rs; tbot 1\1 r. E. Ryerson 
hAd bpen successively appointed to that office, and had practically exercised it 
with the sanction of the Canada coofereoce during more than tpn years; and 
that his appointment at the preccdin)( ses;ion of 'thl! Canada conference had 
spefial refprencp to Ihe very matters on wHch he communicated with the 
Governor Gen£'ral. Then, where was the dpparture from usage, much less 8. 

violation of the J\rtic1p< of Union 1 (2.) But, secondly, look at the facts of 
the case. M,·. Stinson nnd Mr Rid,ey communicated with the Gov .. rnor 
General privalely an,\ separately, ind .. penilent of the committee of which 
they were memher<, a, wP.lI as 1\1 r. Ryerson, and on the very same clay; and 
in the well ann widely-known feelings on the part.,f Messrs. Stinson and 
Richey, which they eXilre.sed in their interview with the Govemor-General, 
will be found abundant rpason why Mr. Ry~rson, as the guardian of the rights 
and int0rests of the Methodist Church in Canada, ollght not to have conferred 
with them if he il'ld been so disposed, But the real ground of dissatisfaction 
is, not that Mr. Ryerson communicated with the Governor-Genpral, but that 
bis communicatioos were more successful, because more just and reasonable, 
than those of M",,, •. Stinson and Richey. Then, again, Mr. Ryerson waited 
upon the Governor-General in obedience to His Excpllency's commands; be 
preparpd hi. letter for the Governor-General in robedience to the same com­
mands. Ought he to have obeyed or disobeyed 1 Was ever such n pretension 
set up before on the part of any ecclesiastical bocly, since the days of the Inqui. 
sition, that the Governor of a country should not send for and consuit whom he 
pleased, and that the individuals on whom he mIght thus call should not 
communicate with him in the manner that he requested, except upon pain 
of ecclesiastical censure! 'Vas the Canada Conference not to open Its mOllth 
10 tlae Government except In a manner the Mis~ionary Secretaries in London 
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might .presc,·ibe? Suppos'! the doctrine, the new and 8tmn;e doctrin ... of your 
committee had heen acted upon In Canada, and that ;\1 r. Srinson had be('D re­
gal'~~d as the "<:),Ji~ial A ::"nt and Reprpsentative of the Wesleyan Budy in Cana­
da, . In commumcatwg with Ihe,e:overnment,where would have bee-n, at this hour 
the rights and interests of thnt Budy in re.pect to the CIerI(), Heserve.? Such 
J>retensions are admirably adarted to accomplish the pulitical and financial 
"chemes of your Missionary Secretaries; but they would be death to the civil 
rights nnr! just interests of tlip 'Veslr)'an ~letlndist Church in Canada. 

8. The last of your 'recific chmgps is, .. The decidedly and prominently politi­
ca] charEicter of the Chrisl,lan Guardian, in violalit-,n of pl~dges given to Wi and to 
the Upper Canada ~onf,'r,:nce, from 1~33 to 1839." Here several things are 
to be observed_ F,rst, 1 he Upper Cana,ja conference have given you the 
opposite of any authority for sayi,.g that pledges given it had been violated. 
Second, Th~ only resolution which was ever passed by the Carmda conference 
relative to the non~interference of the Christian tIuardian in political matters 
prior to 1839 (and which you interpret as a .. pledge") was pq"ed ill 1834. 
Therefore, pledgps could not. have beer, given yuu "from 1833 to 1839." 
Th,ird, Dr. Alder illmself, your Rcprf'sentati\'e accuser, 8aid in your committee 
that he nev~r heard any complaint of the Guardian, as far as Mr. Ryerson \\'~ 
concerned, from 1834 to 1833. Dr. Alder stated to the conference in Canada 
in 1839, that. during the editol"hip uf Mr. E. E\'ans (tlll'ee years) he can­
.idered the Christian Guardian" a capital papor;" yet every reader of the 
Guardian. both in England nnd in Canada. knows that it was as decidedly and 
as actively political during .hat period as during any other period of its exisl­
ence. n.;t lhe tone of its politic, then Wore rather mnre congenial with those 
of Dr. Alder and his colleagueg, and that makes all the difference. But your 
"ensures now sweep over the entire period from 1833 to 1839, notwithstanding 
the facts we hil,\'e referred to, your silence during six years, and the sanction 
and co-operation of yom' Rep::c::;.entatives in Canada. Your committee was 
extremely averse to allowin!( l\lr. E, Ryersoll to follow Dr. Alder an inch 
beyond thp Conference of 1839; yet your Report cuv"rs tho \\'hole period since 
1833. Fourth, Your Report states in one place, that all matters were satis­
factorily arranged down to the Canada conference of June, 1339. Then why 
do you resort to pre";ous dates in search of complaillts and grounds of differ­
ence 1 Such a COOI',e of proceeding is at variance with the usages of all 
judicial nrd delibor"tive bodie.. Fifth, Dr" Altier returned from America to 
'I~ngland in October, 1839; he read in YO'Jr committee an extract of a letter 
frc.m ;"Ir. Stinsoll. dated Torullto, October 9, 1839. in answer to one from him 
(Dr. A.) dated New York, October 9,1839, in which it was explicitly staled, 
that all questions of difference respecting the Christian Guardian were nmicnblx 
nnd satisfactorily .ettled. D.·. Ald"f, in tho early pal'! of January, 1840, state<! 
the 8ucce3sful and happy result; of his Mission to Canada to the l\Ii;.ionary 
committee, and recpiveci a cor'dial vote of thanks from the committee; which 
was published in the "'atchmall newspapPr. Early in !\O\·embcr. 1839, on 
hi. return from a centenary tOUt' of upward, of t\\'o mOn/hs, Mr. E. Hyerson 
resumpd the Erlitorship of the Guardiao, within a furtnigbt after which the 
Governor-General assumed the ~O\'ern:nent of Upper Canada. Your whole 
ground of opposition to Mr. E. Rye"son and tire Canada conference is, th"re­
fore, by your own showing, narrowed down to the period of Lord Sydeaham's 
administration of the Canadian Government. 

At the Canadian conference in .Tune, 1830, when Dr. Alder was present, 
and at yoqr "onference in Newcastle, it was maintained by us, and we believe 
will be disputed by none, that ther .. are three cases, and three cases only, in 
which a departure from neutrality III civil affeirs all the part of any religious 
community, in its ollicinl chara,·t,,,, ccn bn justified. 1. When the Government 
or civil institution. of a Country are endangered by rebellion, or conspilncy, or 
dangerous organizatior, or aggression. ~,Whe" any great measures or ques­
tiODS are before the Government and legislature of a country which directly 
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lind deeply involve the civil rig!.ts uf communities and ihdividunl., und thl! 
great interests of religion, such as Lord Sid mouth's Bill in HIll, Colonial 
Slavery, Government Education measure in England in 1839, and the Clelgy 
Reserve Question in Canada. 3. When the civil iestitutions of a country and 
the system of its government are being formed and established anew. Now, take 
the"e principles in connexion with the history and circumstances of U. Canada 
when Lord Sydenham assumed the government of that Province. The Clergy 
Reserve Question" a; pending, and the 8eltl~ment of il was proposed to be 
undertaken hy the Governmentl a new constitution ond system of government 
had been deliberately determined uron by the Imperial Authorities, and Lord 
Sydenham was deputed and commissioned to obtain the consent of the inhab­
itants of Canada to these great measures, and to carry them into effect. He 
found the country depressed. agitated, and divided; he commenced the hercu­
lean task of elevating, tranquillizing, and uniting it, and prepal'ing the way for 
a happier stale of things. After some weeks, His Excellency requested the 
attendance of Mr. E. Ryerson, at tbot time Erlitor of the acknowledged organ 
of the Wesleyan Body in Canada, and special ropmsentative of the Conference 
to the Government in relation to its rights and interests. His Excilllency 
desired to hear Mr. Ryerson's opinions and wi.hes, and then communicated 
his own intentions, Rnd desired every aid that could be given to accomplish 
them. Mr. R. knew that although he would not be required to sacrilice his 
principles, he must yield his preferences on the que.tion uf the Clergy Reserves 
and sev~ral other matters j but after mature deliberation, and with a conscious .. 
ness of the difficulties of Lis situation,' he determined-not to raise a vexatious 
opposition to the government, which he had the fai"est opportunity to do (and 
which Messr •. Stinson and Richey desired him to do, on the questions both of 
the union of the Provinces and the Clergy Reserves )-not to fan. the flame of 

(From the Londo .. Edit;"".) 
~ Note by E. Ry ... son.-Lord Sydenham well knows the feelings of reluctance and 

Ilpprehen8ion under which l assumed lhe responsibility of giving my humble and earOeBl 
I5npport to the measures of hi!! government in Upper Canada. He well knows that ( an· 
ticipated opposition from Dr. A Ider Slid his friends, as well as from certain parties in 
Canada, and he well knoWs that r adopted the course I did with a deep consciousness 
that it would be ftllended with personal sacrifice, with no other expectation or wish bu1 
justice to the church to which 1 belonlZed-equal justice to Of her churches-and the hope 
of prosperity to my native country under an Improved aud efficient system of government. 
I did not, indeed, expect that hostility a~ainst me from London would he prosecuted to 
the extent it has been: bllt whatever injuries the proceedings of the London and New· 
ca6tle committees of the British Conference may inflict upon my reputation and charac­
ter, I enjoy the satisfaction-the nnspeakable satisfaction-of knowing that no man ball 
ever whispered the imputa1ion of selfish and mercenary motives against me, and that 
I have incurrt!d thp. cellsures of thp. Bnti5h Conference for supporting, and not for 0pp03· 
''''g, the Government, when it needed my RUIIPort, and when it 'Nas in my power to have 
embarras6ed it. Aner the objects of Lord Sydenham"s government in Upper Canada had 
been accomplished, and after the public mind had been made thorou~hly acquainted wilb 
his Lordsbip's views, and intentions, and wishes on the general prinCiples of his admlnie­
tration, and corresponding dnties of all classes of the community in relation to it. in 
order to advance the best intere.ts of the counlry, I frankly told his Excellency tbal 
.. hile I. in my individual capacity, should feel it a pleasurable duty to contribute any 
Uttle assi!tance in my power (0 promote the great objectB of his government, yet that I 
tbou,;::ht it wrong, in any ordinary circumstances, to commit the official organ of a religi­
OU8 commnnity to the discllssion of political questions, and that I must now withdraw 
thp. Gua".dian from all discllssion of that kind. I am happ'" to kr.ow that his Exr.ellenc)" 
approved of my course. 1 no not regret the confidence I have reposed in his E.lcellr.ncy. 
That cOllfidence, in both his uprightness and abilllY, has been strp.ngthelled and confirmed 
by all that 1 have witnessed or known of his plans and administration. I believe his 
Excellency has fairly earned the distinction~ which have been conferred upon him. I am 
thankful that my brethren in Canada have, with great unanimity, 8u81ainpd me In the 
bumble support I have elldeavoured to render to biB Excellency's administration. I trust 
his I!.xcellency wi I not be required to do au act of injustice to them for the sake of those 
who w('';Ild have .crushpd, and ~ould stilt crush. him and his government, had it beeD, 
or were It, in the., power. As It respects myself personally, I shall not repine at heing 
",ade \he sacrifice. if the new system of government but oucc.eda, and the land of my 
'inb and of my affections i. made prosperous and jJa ppy. 
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!,arty spirit, .but-to aid the RepreRentative of his Sovereign to break dowtl 
the destructIve party dIScussions and divisions, and to obliterate the mi.eries 
of,th~ past, and to u.her in an .era of .afety, peace, and pr.)sperity to that 
ProvInce. Lord Sydent.am havIng accompllsbe.l the object of his mission to 
tIpper C";na,I<1, the ?rgan o~ .the Wesleyan Body avo\~edly and pra~tically 
as.~med Its ap~ropnate pOSItIOn of neutrality and non-interference ill secuiar 
affaIrs, and contmues, as we trust it always will continue, to no so. 

Now, "'.as stl?h ~ co~r.~ really worthy of praise or disprai.c 1 'Vlmt artielo 
o~ the ,!n!o~ dl.d It vlOla~e 1 And by how many noble examples in church 
hls.lory IS It Justified 1 If In February, 1839, your Missionary Secretaries could 
wrlte to, and applaud SIlO George A rthur as Lieutenant-Govemor ()f Upper 
~ana'la, where waR the crime in february, 1340, in i\1r. E. Ryerson Rupport­
lOll" the G"vernor-GcnPI "I of Canada, exc~pt in this, that tbe furmer was a 
~l'ory, and the latter a IVhig Governor, and no favorite with tbe leading mem­
bers of your Conference 1 When the .< Christian Guardian," in the hand. of 
Mr. E. Evans, decirlerl!y and warmly supported the administration of Sir 
Fl"a.ncis Head ,i,n 1836 and 1837, it was, in the judgment of Dr. Airier, "a 
~apltal paper; the s.am" course ofproceed:ng on the part of:\1r. E. Ryerson, 
In refenmce to a JJt/ug Governor·General, under the most eventful arId imp£>ra'" 
tive circumstancpg, is, in the judgment. of your commiuep, a serious violation 
of obligations and duty! Such manifl'~t inc.onsistpncies in YOut' proceeding8 on 
this pOInt al·e calculated to induce the conviction that there is more of political 
party feeling than religious con\'iction involv(>d in them. At all eVelJts, we are 
fully convinced that there is milch mO'e political feeling in your conference 
than there is in the conference of the \Vesleyan-Methodist Church in Canada. 

9. Your reference to the Clergy ncscrves is superfluous, as you know that 
question has recently hpen settled by Act of Parliament. r our reference to 
non-interference in secular affairs, was also equaJly IInnecessary, as you know 
the Christian Guardian has for months, both by autholity and practically. 
been as free from secular party discl1ssion~ ns your own !wlagazine. You are 
aware that we told your committee fmm the beginning, that you c01]ld not go 
furthe.- on that subject than we w~n· prepared on behalf of the Canada confer­
ence to go with you. And we are persuaded there is less inclination 011 tbe 
part of Wesleyan Ministers in Canada to interfere with question. of civil polity, 
and less p1"Obability of their doing so, either from the pulpit or the press, than 
u-ero is on the part of mar.y leading We.leyan Ministers ill Englalld. 

10_ But while you would allow no intel-ference with ;ecular questions, 
you would re'luire the organ of the Wesleyan conference in Canoda. not 
only to acquiesce in, but to "admit and maintain" the duty of the Slale 
to support religion-the theory of a National chOl·ch establb(,ment. )l;ow 
we ha>e 5hown no di'position tn interfere with the National Establishment in 
England, (we laid before your committee ample evidence on this point); but 
we must object to the expediency of insisting upon this tbeory in respect t·, 
Upper Canada, and to the requiring of ito advoc~cy in the abstract Us a \Ves­
leyan duty. 1. There is 110 id~a in any quaner of 'Government creating new 
endowments for the support of religion in Upper Canada. It hao bad trouble 
.,nouah with those already created; it has at length disposed of them; and 
thera

O 

the matter shoulil end. It i. neither expetlient nor politic to intro~uce a 
new element of discu~sion into the Wesleyan body in Upp~r Canndll-not to 
say a fire-brand of contention. 2. But where, we would ask, is the IFe$ley­
"1I'8m of requiring the advocacy of that principle in the abstract 1 Is there 
one word 0" the sul~ect in 1\1r. \Vesley's Fvur Volumes of Sermons and 
Note8 on the Nelo Testament 7 Was the ~Ve6leyan J,lagazine, during Mr_ 
Wesley's life, charllcterized by such di,cuR~ions 1 \~hat is 1\1 r. Wesley's judg­
ment and that of his conference on the subJPct? It IS as follows: 

.. Quelt. What instance or ground i. there in the New Testament for a 
National Church 1 



66 

., AliI, We know of none at all; we app,'ehend it to Le a merely political 

jnstitution. " ,.. 
Now, is a "political institution" nny part of IT esleyan Melkod!8m l-

And is its advocacy enjuined either in the New T<;,ta,?ent, or bY,Mr, Wesley 1 
The multiplication of terms of "ommllni?" or IInlO,n IS as unscnptural a~ld as 
un-Wesleyan as it is unwise and inexpedIent; and '~ Can,,,la the less saId 011 

the question ofa church establishment the better, botll fur the Government and 

tbe country. " h ' b 
11. Your Committee have intimaterl the ,dea of contlRUlng t e unwn, ut 

in connexion with a con ... lomerntion of materials calculated to degrade the 
Canarla Conference as m~lch a< possible, and in conne.ion with conditions and 
claims of prerogative which rerluce the, \Vcsleyan. Body in Canada,Cmore nu­
merou~ and influ~ntial, by its own una~:?I:.;ted exertiOIlS, than the asszsted Wes­
leyan Body of any other Province in Britis,h ;'Iiorth America) to an ecclesias!i­
cal nonentity-a mere agency to accomplish your purp?ses-ye~ to ,support its 
own preacher$, travelling and superannuated,. ?nd al~ Its owr. InstltullO?9 ,­
You may be assured that Ellglishmpn, ami Bntlsh subJect~ of all classes, hke to 
manage their own alfair. in Canada as well as they do '" England, and espe­
cially when it is provided by article. or ruIns that they shall support them­
.elves, ~ 

(Not, from the London Edition,) 

• In the course of the Committee and Conference procepdings at Nr.wcastle, reference 
was frf!quently made by Dr. Alder anti others to Ihe Rev. Messrs. CASK alld E. EVANS, as 
if they were opposed to the views of the Canada Conference. It may be remarked, that 
whatever diversilY of opinion there may be on certain civil and ecclesia~tical questioDs 
and the merits 0" an indivitJual member nfthe Canada Conferencp, there is rIOt, as far 8A 
we know. any difference of opinion 'lITl0111!st preachers in t)'anad~ as to the pOWErs and 
p.,.ivill'ges of that Conference under thp articles of union. In 1836 n select committee of 
lhp. Upppr Canada House of Asspmbly was appointed 0[1 the subject of" Governmeol 
grants made to certain religious denominations in the Province." In the course of the 
investigation of the subject, the 8elect cornn.ittee "Jade inqUiries into the nature of the 
union between the English and Canada clinferences: and the Rpv. Messrs. STINSON, 
EVANS, and CASE, w~re examined 3S witnf'sses. The following extract:3 from theIr 
printed evidence will explain their views on that subject. 

From ale Rev. JosEPn STINSON'S Evidence. 
"433. Will you be eood enongh to Illtate to the committee how the missionaries em­

ployed by that Society (We~leyan Missionary Society) are appointed tQ their work 1-
Tbey are appointed BY THE CANADA CO:UERENCB. 

"434. Are they in any manner under yonr superintendence, and will you be good 
enough to state the extent and authority of that !:)uperintendence l' -I beg to refer the 
committee to the articles of union between the Canada and English Conference 3S an 
answer to that Question. 

u 435. Will you be gf)od enough to inrorm the committee what authority the Parent 
MiBBiomuy Society in England exercises over the Canada Conference Missionary Society 
of the Wesleyan Melhodist Church 1-/ know of no authority it exercise8 czcept thd 
vhuh is ,tated in tlte ..I1rticles of Union." 

From tile Re'D. EPHRAIM EVANS' Evidence . 
.. 73, Is the Union of Ihe We.leyan Melhodisl Church Wilh the Wesleyan Methodi!l 

Soeiety of Great Britain, a Union in every respect ct.:lnstituting them one church 1'-They 
arc not one church in every respect-they are the same in the doctrines which they hold 
:and inculcatf'-in the general rlll€'s of the Societies under their care-and generally in 
the great features of their internal economy and modes of operation; differing in the lat­
ler respects, however. according to the diff~rent circumstallces of the two countries. 
EA.CB, however, retains a DISTINCT and PROPER INDEPENDENCY,-7tt.ith.er Conference 
baving any ri~ht to exercise disciplinary control or ecclesiastical jurisdiction over tbe 
.'ocietiea of the ot/ter, nor having any claim upon the funds or the property of the other. 
f!Icepting a portion of the Missionary funds as providp.d for in the Articles of the Union. 
The Union has been eli'ecled on such principles as 1Iot to affect t/" identity of either 
M.d"," 

From the Rev. WILLIAM CASE'S Enidencc . 
.. !lSO, Do lhe church to which you belong and the Wesleyan Methodists in England 

fOrD\ bul one Body, or are they distinct Churches ?-They are distinct Bodies; the Bril­
,./1 fi:on/CTe1ICC in England form. one distinct and iHdcp.rnlent Body-the W"Z',,1m 
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No other (,cclesia.tical booy in Great Britain has claimed a control over II. 

1'eligious bod~ in Canada, ,ail!to~'t beinf<. ,·c.'ponsible for il. support; although 
~hPre arc bodl~s In Great Brltam who hb."I .• lly aid their more needy brethren 
In Canada, ,~lthout exe,rclslOg; allY d?mtnlOn ~;~r them. ,The" Society for 
the Propagation of the (,ospellli Fon'lgn Part" IS "'sponslble for the great("\" 
part of tbe salaries of the episcopal clergymen in U. Canada, and vet interferes 
very little with l~e app~intm~nts o~ rl.roceedir~,~5 ,of the clergy in that province. 
The CongregatiOnal Col~nwlllh.~w]w]:y .'>oc!ety does the same in respe~ 
to nearly all the Congl'egauonal mllllsters In U I'per Canada; 8S does a Mission­
ary Society of the Church of Scotland aid tl.e minister, of that church in 
Canada. A few months since, the Commi~tee of the General Assembly of 
~he church of Scotland, generously granted £400 per annum toward. support-
111g Professors in the new Presbyterian College, which is being established at 
Kingston, in Upper Canada-an institution entirely under Canadian manage­
ment; nor does the General Assembly of the church of Scotland claim any 
portion of the Clen:;y Reserves from the" Presbyterian Synod of Canada;" 
but gives the Canadian Synod tile benefit of its own inflnence to procure all 
that can be honourably obtained from provincial fund;; for the sllpport of Pres­
byteriani"m and Pret'hytcrian institutions in that country. 

12. We desire now to call your altention to the act of your confelence, hy 
which you :>rofess to dissoh'o the IJnion with the Canada conference. I,et it 
be observed, in the first place, that you have not specifieJ Or pointed out any 
article of union which lias been viulated hy the Canadian conference. YOIa' 
assuming new prprogativ6s and laying down fresh conditions, shows clearly 
that you are quite as much dissatisfied with the articles of the Union as you 
are with the Canada conference. Your act of dissolUlion is not based upon 
the violation of anyone article of the Union by the Canada conference, but 
upon the non-compliance of the Canadian representatives with new assump­
tions and conditions. The question now arises, has eithpf the British or Ca· 
nadian conference power to dissolve the Union on such grounds 1 The Arti­
cles of Union are a contcact between two parties; all contracts are mutllall!l 
binding upon each contracting party; and can only be dissolved by mutual 
consent, or by a breach of contract by one or mOle of the parties concerned. 
You make several complaints; and so might the Canada conference complain 
that the understanding on the question of the Clergy Reserves had not l>een 
fulfilled on your purt; that your Missionary Secretaries had exceeded their 
proper provir.ce in tbC'ir communications to Canada on that subject; that 
Messrs. Stinson and Ri,.hey had violated the" obligations arising from the 
Union" in their" clandt· .. tine and unauthorised" communic.ation with the Go­
vernor-General; but all this does not amount to a breach of any article of the 
eontract. The union has been leg'llly formerl and ratified; it must be legally 
dissolved, if dissr)lved at all. Oiherwi;e it is no dissolution, but a scceBBion, 
and involves on thr: part of the seceder the forfeiture of all that he may have 
acquired under the contract. His secession becomes a breach of the contracr, 
and involves its consequence.. And an old man or an old body may secede 
from a contract, as well as .. young one. Had you concluded un favourably 88 

to the working of the Union, and considered it" continuance undesirable, we 

.Methodist Church in. Canada fnrms another distinct and independent Body. Tbe.e two 
distinct nndies have formed a Ur.loIn . 

.. 251 In what r('spects are thp..v the same, and how are t,hey distinct '!-~hey are the 
8ame in floctrille and e:enf'ral rules of tile Socif"t,\'; as also 10 the gre~t oUlhnf'8 o~ their 
econnilly-suc.h as ilint'rallcy, plans of bf·nevolence. Ih~ ~mpport of th~1r rpgular mmlatry 
by voluntary contributions, &c ; but thf.y are distinct In name, and Independent, of ,acl 
other -They manage their own !lIternal economy I." th~ir ?W~ ~aYI free of tke tnteTf~ 
ence 0/ tach otl,cT'-ncitheT haVing any l'cclesla"'~1C~l )fU'udrctlOn or cUlltrol, over the 
members-preachers or /le"ple-o! the other .. ~o dlst~nct are they, that the mID18'.ers of 
one Conference have no riaht or claim to membership in the olhpf Conference WIthout 
It. conoent, and a regul.r admittance. Neither has the one Conference Rny control over 
&he funds of the other." 
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may pre~ume to submit, that tho Methoilistic, the dignified and legal mode of 
oceeding would have been fur you to have propo.e,l to the Canada Confer· 

!~ce a mutual and friendly dissolution of it. But you seem to have forgotlPn 
that the Canada Conference was a body known in. law as w~lI a. the Brit!sh 
Conference; and it will be for the co?r~s of law In ~)pper Cana~a to deCIde 
whether you have any chapel or m," •. '~n property In th~t province! except 
what may have been secured to the British Conference before the unton tODk 
place. T:le act of your Conferene~ i~ nugatory as far a~ the abrogation of the 
articles of Union is concerned; but It IS not nugatory 8S It relates to your Btand· 
ing and your rights in l! pper Canada. Those a.rticles are still good ~o ~be 
Canada Conference, IIntll it agrees to the abl'Ogatlon of them.. The stat~onmg 
of the missionaries is still in its 0\\'11 hands; and now the election of PresIdent; 
and an in\'a,ion of its l~gbts, or a trespass upon its property, wiIl not be sulfer· 
ed with impunity. . 

13. The considerations involved in these remarks may serve to Impress, as 
well as to introduce the observations with which we will conclude this commu· 
nication. We now submit to your committee the inexpedien~y~ tbe impropnety, 
the IInj'lstifiableness, of your attempting. to prosecute dlvlsl,:e operatIons In 
Upper Canada; for diVisive tbey must be If they are prosecuted 1Odependentl.y of 
the Wesleyan Chureh in that province. You may say and may think otherwIse; 
you Inay imagine a frlpndly and fr.1ternal relatIOn uetween yourselves and the 
Canada conr.exion. But could you Imagmc sucb to ue the case on the part of the 
Canada or American conference, should they come to England, and attempt to 
raise up distinct societi~s 1 We might make a stronger appeal on the score .of 
relrgiolls and moral destItutIOn, even In re.pect to London .tself, than can WIth 
truth be made in Tespectto Upper Canada. But would you not say, tbat such an 
enterprise was a VIOlation of tbe great principle of !lIetllodistic. unity? And let 
it not be forgotten, that whatever may be your semonty 10 thIS country to the 
Wesleyan body in Upper Canada, that body in that country IS more tnan a quar· 
ter of a century senior to yon. It has acquired an ecclesiastical and moral right 
of soil there, not only by d,scovery, but by long possessIon and successful and 
extensive cultivation; cultivation far more successful and extensive than you 
have effected in any other British North American province. We desire not, 
however, to extend our operations to Lower Canada, Nova Scotia, and New 
Brunswick, if we are permitted to concentrate ollr energies undisturhed in Upper 
Canada. We beg to direct the attention of your committee to the correspon·· 
.Ience of the Canada Missionary Board with your committee in 1831 and 1832 on 
this very subject. Tbe considerations then urged against your committee's 
establishing separate societies in that province are of greater force now than in 
1832. We know you may find individual advocates and sUJ>porters in that coun­
try; and 00 might the Canada conference have individual supporters and advo. 
cates in thi8 country. We dwell not upon the appearance, upon the honour of 
disgrace, upon the good or evil of schisms amongst either the White Societies or 
the Indian Tnbes ; but we put it to your committee, .eriously and in the sight of 
Almighty God, whether upon the great Wesleyan and Scriptural prlOciple. that 
we should not only go to those who want us, but to those who u'ant us most, you 
are Divinely called to go into Upper Canad", and commence there the work of 
Missionary division, instead of prosecuting in other provinces, and in other paytB 
of tbe world, the sublimer work of Missionary conversion? 

We fervently desire that the Canada conference may be enabled to sostain 
towards your conference the most friendly relations, and cherisb tbe same feel­
ings, and hold the same language, which have chalacterised its communications 
in past years. We deeply deplore the Course which your committee and a part 
of your confnence have pursued. We have felt that its reported and now 
printed proceedings, we!e calculated to inflict upon us individually":"especially 
upon one of us-and upon our conference and church, an ullcalled-forand un merit­
~d mjury, and that it was our indispensable duty to meet those charges, and 
JiDputatlons, and censu!es, WIth a prompt and explicit reply. 

We would bere bamsh from our b"soms any,-the least,-unkind feelings on 
account of injuries received; we would humbly pray for your increased puriij, 
peace, and prosperity. We would earnestly implore the Ruler of all heart8,. t/Iet 
Yo:1r committee may be brought to pause and change their purposes before' they 
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proceed (not upon any vital doctrine of Methodism, not npon any cardinal prin­
Ciple of Me.tho~lst dlSGlp.\mc 1 not upo~ any rule ~f CllristlllH practice, but upon f\ 

mere combmatlOu of vane~ and confilctlllg feelIngs, upon assumptions of novel 
and unreasonable prerogallve, upon h questions \\ hit:h tend to strife rather than 
to godly edifying",-to rend the yet seamless .arment of Methodism in the 
p,rosec~tion of ~n enterprise which C:1nnot ele\'ate the dignity of the English 
cOl~.ne.xlOn ; W!llCh ~annot be contemplated with pleasure and admiration by any 
c.hrlst~an and 1Cltelhgent observer; which must be viewed with feelings of mor· 
tI.t'catlon a;nd re~ret '"' hen the epl1f~meral passions of tb .. moment shall ha\'e suh. 
sided; whICh must forlll a. dark page in the volume of Methodist histOlY, and 
may envelope 10 eternal mght the <io'tmies of hundreds and thousanus of con­
verted and unconverted Aborigines of North .\tnerica. 

We are, Reverend and dear :"ir, in behalf of the Conference of the 'Vesleyan 
Methodist Church in Canada, yours affectIOnately, in the Gospel of Christ, 

To the Rev. Dr. HANNAH, 

VVtLLIA'! RYERSON, 

E(;ERTON RYP;It~ON. 

Seeretary to the lVeshymt Cm(fcrf1lce. 

No. 13. 

Leiter from tke Rev. R. Alder to Lord .Jnhn Russell on the .ltbject of tb 
Government Grant to the rVesleyan ('!dnmillee in I.our/vll, and the 

financial Relations of tlte fVesleyan Conferences in England and in' 
Upper Canada. 

rVeslcY,7n Mission House, 77, Hatton Garden, 
London, 29th April, 1840. 

My LORn ,-1 have the bonour to acknowledge, on behalf of the Committee 
of the Wesleyan MissiotJary Society, the receipt of a cummunication from 
Mr. Under Secretary Smith, in reply to a commur.ication adllressed to your 
Lord.hip by me on the 8th instant, on matter> affecting lhe interests of the 
Society in Upper Canada. It is stated oy ~II'. Smith, that your Lordship 
will be ready to consider any objections which the Wesleyan Missionary Society 
may have to urge, to a compliance with certain proposals contained in 8 com ... 
rnunication addressed by the Rev. E. Rye"son to Hi. Excellency the Governor­
in-Chief, respecting the appropriation of the annual grant of seven hundred 
pounds, now paid to the Wesleyan Missionary Society from the casual nnd 
territorial revenue of Canada. 

Before 1 proceed to examine Mr. Ryer,on's proposal, I beg permission to 
convey to your Lordship the cordial thonks of the Committee of the \\'e.leyan 
Missionary Society, for the prompt and courteo .... manner in which you have 
oaused to he communicated to them a copy of Mr. Ryerson's letter, and for 
the opportunity which your Lordship hilS thus afforded them for disc?ssiDg the 
sUbject to which lhat letter relates. VI'hile they regret that any occllsHm. should 
have orisen for such a discussion, the v Ilre of opinion wllh your Lorclsh,p, that 
the course pointed out in 1\1 r. Smith's commulliratio? i~, un.der all rirctl.m':ltanc£" . .:, 
the most convenient, At all ""pnts it cannot fall to br1l1g out tbe Impol'tRDt 
facts connected with the annual gra~t made to the Society; and, in the jud~. 
ment of the Committee. nothing more will be necessary to show your Lordship 
that the arrangement in question is one with which Mr. Ryerson .hou,ld not 
have interfered, and that the interference of that individual should not mdnce 
your Lordship to permit it to be disturbed. 
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A. I am well aware of the value of your Lordship's time, occupil'd a! i[ i, 
with th .. cares and duties "onnected with the important dpp'"'tment of Her 
Majesty's Guvernment over which your LOl'd-;hip pr('~jdes, I anI anxI0u9 to 
compress my statements as mudl as is con~istcnt with what is dne to your 
Lordship, and ttl the Society which, on thi, occasion, I have the honour to 
represent. I must, however, crave pel miss-ion to advert to some of the general 
statements contained in Mr. Ryerson's INtel', lest they should mal.e an 
~.rroneou. impre •• ion on your Lordship's mind, and thereby operate to our 
di.advantage. 

It is not correct, as stated by :\Ir. R"crson, that the lute nev. John 'Vesley 
recommended the formation of the l\Iethodist Societies in America into a 
distinct and independ,'nt body, with the attributes and style of a Church. It 
iA trne, indeed, that at the close of the AlTIl'licnn revolutionary war, Mr. 
,resley formed the Methodist Societies in the United States into a distinct 
religious community, and placed them under an episcopal form of government, 
and his reason for doing so was, that the thirteen colon;,'s having bpcome free 
and independent states, they were thereby politically and ecclesiastically sepa­
rated from the mother country, and ha·1 renounced their allegiance to the British 
crOWD. But Mr. We,ley never intended that bis arrangement in ref"rpnce to 
the methodist societies in that republic should affect, in any degle!', tbe relative 
position of his societies in the Britts" provinces of N ortb A merica, either to 
himself or to the British Conference, to which b~ bequeatbed his supreme 
pastoral authority over nil the Methodist Societies in the United Kingrlom, and 
throughout the colonial possession. of the empire. Hence, at the present 
lime, "Il the Wesleyan Ministers and member. of the Society in Lower Canada, 
Nova Scotia, New Brun<wick, Prince Edward Isbind, and Newfoundland, as 
well as in nil Her Majesty'. colonial possessions, with one exception, are 
integral parts of the great religious community under the care of the British 
Conference, and are subject to the ecclpsiastical jurisdiction of that body; an 
arrangement which, I may be pprmitted to observe, is calculated to pl'Omote 
the perpetuity of our united empire, inasmuch as submission to ecclesiastical 
authority resident in the parent state, in m9.tters pertaining to religion, cannot 
fail to strengthen the political and civil ties by which the colonies ale umte'! to 
the mother country, and to secure loyal and constitutional obedience 10 the 
imperial government in all the colonial dependencies of the Crown. 

The one exception to which J have referred is that of Upper Canada, which 
provillce, in consequence of its contiguity to the United States, was first supplied 
with Methodist Minisf,'rs from thence, nnd the societies organized in the 
Colony were regarded as forming a part of the Methodist Church in the neigh­
bouring Republic, and as such were placed under fUl'eign ecclesiastical juris­
diction. This was Idt to be a very undesirable state of things. The General 
Conference of the United States endeavoured, with great tenacity, to retain 
their hold of the Methodist Society in Upper Canada. Various representations 
were made to tllc horne government on thi. subject, and at length, in 1814, 
the Briti.h Conference determined to send mi<sionaries ;[oto that province from 
nome, who should act linder their own direnion. 

From that period down to the year 1832, the Wesleyan Missionary Com­
mittee main.ained a distinct position in Uppel' Canada, and I believe that the 
British Wesleyan Missionaries are recognised in the Provincial Marriage Act. 
In consequence of proposals which were made in the year 1832, by the Earl 
of Ripon, then }'rincipal Secretary of State fOl' the Colonies, to the Wesleyan 
Missionary Committee, to induce them to pxtend their missionary operations 
in Upper Canada, they resolved to do .0, and arrangement< were immediately 
made for carrying thdt resolution into effect. My Lord, the Govprnment of 
Earl Grey was moved to make this offer to th., Wesleyan Missionary Commit­
tee by patriotic as well as by religious considerations; and if the testimony of 
L?rd Seaton, and other distinguished individuals, may be depended upon, a 
IIIJ!ec arrangement could not haye been proposed. On the ground of this 
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IIrrangement .an annnal grant is secured, on the faith of the Roval word to the 
Wesleyan Mlsslnnary Committee, to assist them in meeting the expens~ wlrich 
it necessarily invo!ves. 

The unio~ which now exists hetween the British Conference and the Corr­
ferenc~ In ~lpl'er Clnada, took place about a year after I had, as the repre­
Rentallve 01 the Wesleyan MIssionary Committee, compll'led at Toronto, with 
Lord Seaton, all the arrangements concected with the offer made by Lord 
Go<lerich to the Committee, having pl"Oceeded f"om England to Canada for 
that purpo.e. 

It is mOl'e than doubtful. my lord, whether that union cun be maintained 
mllch longer by us; but it is not doubtful whether we shall or shall not 
prosecute our missionary operations in Upper Canada, for the benefit of the 
Aborigines a. well as of the C0lonists. :\ly Lord, the 'Vesleyan Missionarv 
Commit~ec will not ~bandon missions which they were instrumental in saving 
from fllln; bu:. relYIng upon the royal promIse and the benp.vo!ence of the 
Christian puulio of this country, they will do their part to teach the objects of 
their charge in Upper Casada to .. fear God and honour the Queen." 

It i. to me most unaccountable, that :\[r. E. RYPr,on should have submit.ted 
such a proposal a< he appea .. to have done; and I cannot but expre.s deep 
regret, that His Excellency the Gove"nor-General should have fomarded to 
your Lordship a despatch which must, to a great extent. be founded an the eX 
parte statem<'lIts contained in M.·. R.'s letter to hi. Excellency, inasmuch &It 

we have rea.;on to believe that no communications on the sub.iect of that letter 
were held with our duly accredited representa'i"os in Upper Canada, or evon 
with the President of the Upper Canada Conference. Your Lordship's sen ... 
of justice has, however, afforJed U~ an opportunity for laying bl~fore you the 
obje.·tinns felt by the \Vpsleyan ~I issiona.·y Committee to the proposal now 
nmdt'J for ahemHing. in whole ot" in part, from them, the annnal grant, and 
transferring it to the Upper Canadian 'Vesleyan Methodist Conference. 

In the first "lace, my Lord, ~Ir. E. Il.yer.on has acted without due aUlltority, 
in making such a proposal. He is not officially empowered to do so. Such a 
proposal, if made at all, shoul,l be made either by the Conference itself, or by 
the President of that body, who is the only functionary authorired to act in 
such a case during the interim of its sittings. 1\11'. Ryerson is merely the 
secretary of the Conference, and, as such, he has no more authority for acting 
as he appears to have done, than the Provincial Secretary of Upper Canada 
has, a'3 sllch. to assurne ana exercise the functions of the Lieutenant Governor 
of the Province. 

Secondly,-The grant was offered to the \Vesleyan Missionary Committe .. 
nnd accepted before tlte union between Ihe British Conference and tl" Upper 
Canadian ConiNe"cc was colttempialed; and all th~ arrangements connected 
with it were made before that c,'ent took place. Mr. Ryerson is plea.ed to 
.tate that he apprehends that there will b" "no disposition on the part of t~e 
Bdti.h Conference to dissolve the union, unless they Cfin get government aId, 
indepp-nclent of the Canadian Conference." No.w the fact is, we IJR\·c, fr?m 
the beginning, obtained tlte aid of Governm~lIt, lndepwden! of th~ Cana.d,.',," 
Conference, and the difficulty that has sometimes been experIenced In o~taIOl.ng 
payment of the grant, has b~en owing, in ~ grea~ ~easure, ~o.our uman WIth 

that bo<ly-a body which has al ways protested agaIn;t recelVlng government 
aid for religious purpose.,. 

Thirdly,-At the time that the union tool, plac~, it was stated most distinc.tly 
to Mr. E. Ryerson himself, who ~ame to Engla~d In 1833, ~s the rep~e.entBtlv" 
of the Upper Canadian Conference, to negouate tl~e UOlon, that. It must ~e 
clearly understood that the union could not be. permItted by us to znterf~re ':' 
any way with tlte arr<.ngemen/s that then eXlSted betw~en It .. late bIaJ.cstll& 
g01Jernment alld the Committee, e.specially witlt ~lIe rec",pt and approprlatzo4 
"f the gra1lt, which fuet must be In the recollectIOn of Mr. Ryerson. 
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Fourthly,-This view of the case has alw~y. been taken-and acted lI~on by 
the Conference ofUpI'er Canada, whICh body adopte.d a series of resolutIOns an, 
the subject of religious grdnt~, in the year 1837, In the second and fifth 01 
which it i. di.tinctly stated that the annual grant was made to the We~leyan 
Missionary Committee ill London I" and in the .ixth of the said resolut~on8 it 
Is affirmed, .. that the annuul grant was mace to the Wesleyan M18slona,'Y 
Committee in aid of the religious instruction and improveml'nt of the Indian 
nibes, and is olle of the conditions' upon which his Majes.y's Government haa 
conser.ted to cede the control of the said revenue to the provincial legislature." 

As the resolutions )n question are founded on what is called the voluntary 
principle, the Missionary Committee, fearing that some parts of them might be 
eo und ..... tood and explaine,l as to interfere with their claim to th., grant, I 
brought the matter before th .. hut Conference in l" pper Canada, and required 
that they should be rescinded, upon which occasion the f"Uowing resolution wal 
.adopted:-

"Rp.so/ved,-That the Rev. Mr. AIde. having repres,>nted that the second, 
lifoh, and sixth resolutions pa>sed by this conference in J uue, 1837, on. th.e .sub­
ject of certain Il"rants made by His late Majesty to the Wesleyan l.\l!sslOnary 
Committee, out of the casual and territorial revellue, interferes with tlle ulIIlges 
of our British brethren, and materially retards their interests, this conference 
rescind the same."t 

Here, my Lord, I am under the necessity of poillting out the marked incon­
sistency which exists IJetween th~ conduct of Mr. Ryerson nnd the proceedings 
of the last Uppel' Canadian Conference. In the middl" of the month of June 
last, the above minute 10as adopted, for the purpose of removing, as/ar as 
the Upper Canadian Conference was concerned, all doubt a. to the just 
claim of the JVesleyan Missionary Society to the annual grant, and yet 
within a few briefmol>ths, :VIr. Ryerson takes upon himself to contravene the 
decision of the Ecclesiastical Body of \\' hich he is a m~mber, ani! hy so doing to 
contradict hi. own repeated and recorded opinions, that it is wrong for church­
es to receive aid for religious purposes from the state. Nay, my Lord, so far 
did he and the Upper Cananidn Conf"rence carry out the voluntary princip)!!, 
that the very rllct of the Britioh Conference having sanctioned the arrange­
ments entered into between his lnte Majesty's Government and the Wesleyan 
Missionary Committee, by virtn~ of which the annual grant was made to tho 
latter, occasioned 110 little difficulty when the union between the British and 
Canadian Conferences was lirst proposed, from the objections officially ex­
pressed by the Upper Canadian Conference to the acceptance of such grants 
for such purposes; objections which were only ,·ernoved by causing it to he 
dearly understood that tke lnlter !Dere in no sense parties to that arra1lg'­
ment, and that they were to hn"e no c01l1texion 1mth, or control over the ap­
propriation of the governmellt {f·rant. 

The union was ficst sought by MI". Ryel'son nnd his friends, and so far from 
that arrangement havin.g been sought by u< for the purpose of enabling the 
\Vesleyan Missionary Committee to receiye the government grant, your Lorn­
ship will pel·"ei.e that the Union bp.tween the two Conferences took place "fter 
the Wesleyan Missionary Committee had accepted the aid offer~d by. govern-

.. Nole by E. Ryerson -This is a misqUOTation. The Canada Conference did lIot 
.. o§irm" tllat it ~. is one of the condillona," &.c The Canada Conference stated thlll 
it "ad been represented (by Sir F. Head) 3S "one of the conditions," &.C. 

t Nole by E. Ryerson.-There were adnpled at Ihe saOle time three olber resolution. 
on the subject of the grant, as also several resolutions on the queflion of the Vlprg, 
l\eserve8, which were nol rescinded. The resolutions respecting the grant were adopted 
to remove erroneoUI3 impreSSions and even prejudices, wbich had been created ,by a 
message (If Sir F. Head to the House of Assembty on the subject. That nbject ha~II1C 
·been II<lcomplisbed, and it having been ascertailled Ihat the Wesleyan CommillOll·.ln 
1.0l1li00 look exception to three of those resolutions, lbe Canada Conference readilY 
reocinded tbem; but it did not rescind any resolulions which rei;ued to its own claim. 
and Inlerests and general views. -
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ment. norl had pled.';,ed it5elf to extend it. missionary op~ration. in Upper Ct. 
nada. and the. fuct IS. that nne argum"nt employed hy M r. Ryerson and otl;e~s 
to per~uado h .. s bre' hren the mo;mbers of the Upper Can ad ilin Conference to 
agr~e ,~a un.lo~ was, that that Conference diet not TlIl;;;~e!'s die means to support 
the Indtan mISSIOI ... and that IInless the W~slt'yan .\Ii"ionary Committpe look 
.the charg~ of them. they would he "tlerly ,·uined. Mnnies had heen collected 
In the Un:ted States fOlr them. an,1 i~ this way her I\la.ie'ty" Indian suhject. 
were led to look for support to a ~orelgn power. ;nstead of looking for it from 
the mother country. Dut e,'en thIS plan was fUllnd to be ineffeclunl. There 
we.re not fou.nd so many religious as there t1lt~ l}oiitical sympotlJizers in trm 
Unto,. ; and 1n consequence of the small amount uf the aid lIms obt,l1ncd, tinJ 
other c~u~~s. when the ~Ve_leyan ~lis~ionary Committee tnok upon it'l'lf the 
relJpomnblhty of ~UrporlIng those nllS!OlOn~, the buildings wer'9 found to uc to a 
grea~ e~tent in a dilnpirlated state,-debts we're nile upon thf>m, thp. agency was 
~oo hmlted; nnd ve,'y Im'ge sums were of r.ece.sity expended in placing them 
IR any thing liI,e a stllte of efficiency. 

The financial view of the case fUl'IIi.hed by Mr. Ryprson i. equally partiol 
anti erroneous with other of hi~ 5tntement~ to the Govcrnor-in·Chi.,r, Dut 
withnut enteri .... g into partkTllars. U~ I urn anxiou~ to save YlIUl' lordshir'~ time, 
I .hall simply submit the following facts, which 1 am prepared to prove, for 
your lordship's cor.sideration. 

1. That when the ,Vesleyan Mis.ionary Committee took upon itself to "up' 
rort the Indian Mi<sions. the mOllie. rai.ed by the Upper Canada Confcrpnce 
amounted to the small sum of £ 177 18s. Id. sterlinl(. since which time tlH'v 
have gradually increased to £1304 14,. lId.; the'lurgp>t sum ever raise;l 
during one yeRr, nn ach'ance which is chipAy to be a,"cribecl to two Cllll~~e", 
First. the zeal and activity of the Geneml Superintendent of ~ri.siol1" _ent to 
Upper Canada by the 'Vesleyan ~li5.ionary Committee; and. seconol/y. to tho 
fact that many individuals have since the Union contributed toward. the sup· 
port of th" Miss;ons. because they are now I.he :\Ii.sions of the ''''esleyan !\Ii.· 
sionary Society in England. an,1 u, such under the care of the British Confer­
enc ... who would not have contributed towards their support if they ha,l not 
been placed under the direction and control of British Methodism, and who 
continua to support them only for that reason. 

2. The suspension of the Government Grllllt for two or three years did affect 
our' Canadian Missione, as we were thereby prevented from incrf'asing .he 
number of our agents amongst the Indians Ilnd destitute settlers. Mr. Uyer­
son. indeed. who could know but lilt!" of the intentions ()f the Wesleyan i\liss· 
ionary Committee, stateg "that it aid not," and in~inuatPs in Iris Jetter to the 
Governor-General. that if the Committee hod received the _urns \I hil'h ",,,,,' 
withheld from them, that they would ha,'c expended sitch monies glant",1 [nr 
the Upper Canadian Mi~sions, in ('xtending their mi~sinnary operations else­
where. 1\Iy Lord. I have only to state in reply to such an insinuation. that 
whoever else may be capaLle of receiving money for one "ul'pose. nnd arl'ro· 
priating it to other uses and purposes. such i. not the practlc~ of Ihe \\ osleyan 
Missionary Committee. They engaged not only to expend all th .. ",,,r.les thot 
they might receive from the Government for missionary purposes connected 
with Upper C .. nada. but also a porti"" of their own funds. and .1 cannot better 
""ow your Lordship with what fidelity they have adhered to theu engagements 
than by laying before you the following statement:-

Total "mount of Govel'Oment grants received from the yegr 
1832 to the 31st December, 1839 •• _.. •••••• • •••••••• £3.670 0 0 

Totnl amount of missionary money raised in Upper Cnnnd" 
(or missionary purposes, ••••••••••••••••• _.. •••• •••• 4,989 16 5 

8,659 16 5 
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Monies expen,l",l by the 'Yesleynn Mi"iollary. Sodety in 
connexion with the mi~!=o;iOlJs in U,'pe'l" (exc1mnvc of IJow­
er) Canaaa, from August 1833, to Uccember 31st, 1839. 17,806 18 11 

8,659 16 5 

9,147 2 6 
Showing, as your Lord,hip will percei,,!', thnt ~he 'yesley:>n. Mi.sion~ry 

Cummittee ha\'e actually expended on the IT ppor Canadian M,sslOns dunng 
six years, no less than nine thousand one ltulI.Ared (1.n~ forty-seven 'P~u1td, 
tlOO shillings and si.Tl'ence of il. "'''11 fllnd.; andyel H 's pr?~o.sed to ahenate 
from them the annual grant, nnd to throw tho entire responsiblhty of .upport­
ing these mission!; upon the Society; and, jnde~d. to ."tolate a R~ynl pledge 
for the purpose of inflicting [1 wrong "ron a SncIety willch has so f~llbfully ful­
filled its engagemellts. Under such clrcum,taners I feel that the rights ?f the 
Societv are safe in tho hands of your 100d.hip. I forbear, therefore, urgmg on 
your lordship's attentinn the consideration tbat the objections which 1 have 
stated are greatly strengthened by the fact that although em long Upper and 
Lower Canada will, it is expected, constitute one province, after the union of 
"he provi~ces tho ministers and congregations of Wesleyan Methodists in Low­
er Canadn will remain, as tbey ever have done, distinct from and independent 
of the Uppe,· Canada Conference, and uncler the direction of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Committee. Tbe plan recommende1 by M ... Ryerson, or ill fllct 
any alteration in the present arrangement. Teappcting the grant, would there­
fore occasion great dissutisfaction amongst our Societies in the lower province. 
Nor is thi. all, my lord, the entire Methodist Connexion in the United Kingdom 
has its attention directed to this matter; and, feeling as they certainly would, 
that any such alteration would be a reflection upon their character, as if they 
we.e unwortby of the continued payment of a grant so solemnly pledged to 
lhem; they would feel it to he their duty publicly and formally to object to it, 
and the more so because of circumstances in Canada connected with the pro­
po.ition of which the Wesleyan Missionary Society are not ignorant. 

I beg leave to conclude by again appealing to your lordship with confidence, 
tbat I have shown cause why Mr. Ryerson's proposal should be rejected; and 
under such circumstances I am sllre that you will Dot adopt a course which, 
however it might gratify Mr. Ryerson and his friends in Upper Canarla, would 
grieve ahd offend the Wesleyan community in every otberpart of her Majesty'. 
dominions, not so much from pecuniary considerations as for the reasoll I have 
stated above. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Lord John Russell. 
(Signed) 

]1;0. 14. 

R. ALDER, 
Sec. "Ves. Miss. Soc. 

Letter from the ReD. lV. and E. Ryerson to Lord John Russell, in reply 
to ]II,.. Alder. 

22, Cecil Street, Strand, August 20th, 1840. 
My LORD,-We havp. the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Under 

Secretary Vernon Smith's letter of the 29th ult .. enclosing a copy of the Rev. 
Robert Alder's letter to your lorclsl'ip, dnted 29th April last, purporting to be 
a reply to a letter from the Rev. Egerton Ryerson to Hi. E"cellellcy the GIW­
ernor General of Canada, dated January lith, 1840, respecting the financial 
relanons of the 'Ve.leyan ClInferences in Englalld and in Canada. 

We beg, lin behulf of tbe Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Chnrch in 
Ca?ada, to expres~ to your Lordship our sincpre thanks for the. opportun ity 
whIch you~ Locdshlp has th.us ~ffo~ded us of discussing the several subjects of 
Mr. Alder s letter, and of vlnd,catlllg the character and interests of the Wes­
leyan Methodist Church in Upper Canad:l. from the erroneous statements and 
imputations contained in that letter. 

As the circumstances under which Mr. Ryerson wrote to His ElWellenc), 
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the Governor·General of Canada the lotter referred to have heen mi.under. 
SI?od, it may be worth while to .Iatc them. Hi. Excellency, havillg Ileter. 
mIRed to u.ndertakll t~e settlement of .the long agitated 'Jue;!,ion of the Clergy 
Reserves III Upper Can"da, sent, dUTlng the In.t week ;n D,-eember and the 
tirat week in J rtnuary lost, for mini~ters anll influential member:] of various 
religious denominat.ion~, in order to nscertnin their opinions and wishes on that 
subject. Amongst others he sent fur 1\lr. Rve ... on, and also for the Rev. 
Messrs. Stinson and Hichey, tilP for:ner l'rpsid'ent of the Upper Canada Con· 
ference and Representative of the London \Vesleyan Missionary Committee, 
the latter ,. ~ember ~f the W,·,j,·yan Conference in England, but temporarily 
connected w.th tbe Wesleyan i\let!'odist Church in Upper Canada by a special 
vote of the Canadian Conference. As the Governor·Genoral proposed to 
transfer all the religious grants which had boen paid nut of the casual anll 
territorial revenues, as first charges upon the Clergy Reserve fund; and as 
those charges would for some years absorb the entire fund. Mr. Rye .. on sub­
mitted to His Excellency the justice anll reasonablen"" of making a grant to 
the Conf~rence of the \Veslcyan 1'IIdhodist Church in Canada, in aid of the 
Upper Canada Acnd,'my, anrl uf trall ... t£>fring that with thA olhcl' religiou:; 
grant. to the Clergy Reserve fUlill. His Excellency objected upon the ground 
that several hundred pounds per annum had alreally been granted in aid of the 
Wesleyan Body in Upper Canada. 1'11 ... Ryerson a .. ured His Excellency that 
he was mistaKen, and laid before His Excellency several documents to satisfy 
hi m that the grant referred to had not been made to the Wesleyan Body in 
Canada, nor in aid of its fund,. His Excellency consirlered the matter of 
sufficient importance to fPqlJire a thorough investigation, an(l requested Mr. 
Ryerson t() r~caritulate in writing the substance of what he had statell verbally. 
Mr. Ryerson did so in a letter dated January 2nd, 1840, a copy of which is 
herewith tr:lnsmitted, marked A. On the same day (January 2,1840), Messrs. 
Stinson and Richey han an interview with His Excellency, during which they 
informed His Excellency that the union between the Engli,h and Canadian 
Conferences was exp~cted to be dissolved (a measure the most remote from 
the thoughts of the members of the Canadi'ln Conference), and desired His 
Excellency so to frame his Bill as to secure thnt portion of the proceeds of t~e 
Reserve., to the control of which the Conference of the Wesleyan Method.st 
Church in Canada would be entitled, to the control of the \Vesleyan Conference 
in ~ngland, for the benefit of those who should adhere to it. on the dis.olution 
.. f the union witb the Canallian Conference. On the day following, Messrs. 
Stinson an(l Il.ich .. y pmbodied their views in " memorial to His Excellency. R 

copy of which i. herewith enclosed, marked B. In that mpmorial it will b .. 
seen, tbat the Wpsleyan Conference in Canada is superseded by the \Vesleyan 
Conference in Enginftd, and that when one of the articles, of union between 
tbe two bodies provided that the former should have no claIm upon the fund. 
of the latter. 

There is reason to believe thllt in the ir.terview above a\ludell to, Hi. Excel­
lency gave Messrs. Stinson anel Richey no reason to expect .co~ntenance from 
bim to a proposition so obviously unjust and impolitic. The.r V1e~s an~ state· 
ments furnisbed His Excellency with additional reasons f?r e.xamlOtng .0\(\ ~\1 
tbe existing relations nnd interests of the 'Vesley"n bo(ltes .n Canada and 10 

England. Hi. Excellency examined all the .despatc~es and other. documents 
which related to the subject, and sought fo~ \Dror.mat.lOn from offic.al pergo~ .. 
and from other quarters. The result of the IDvesUl(auon was, a stronl( conVIC' 
tion in the mind of Hig Excellency that the Canlldll Conference sh~"ld alone 
I.., regarded as tbe hend and representative of the \Vesleyan MethodIst Church 
in Canada; tbat the grant which had been marl" to the LO!,do.n Wesleyan 
Missionary Committee out of the Can~dian cllsua! and terTltonal rev~nue, 
operated injuriously rather than benefiCially to the mterests of ~he .Confel~nce 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Cannda, and was not dlsmbuted tn. 0. 

manner, and did not accomplish the objects contemplated by the Impenal 



76 

Government ",hell that "mnt was rna'! .. , and ought to be di.triLmted in a dilTer­
pnt manner IWl'eafh'r. 1-fis Ex('dlcllry, Ihelefore, <.ietPrmineJ to write to your 
Lordship on the sul.jpct. II i, Excellency iuform.·d I\Ir. Ryerson of the result 
of hi. investigatiuns nnd inquirie., and rNjuested M,'. Ryerson to prepare a 
statement in writin" of the {il.ancial relalion. between the \Ye.leyan Conference 
in England and theOConfereOl'c of the Wesleyan Methodist Chmch in Canada. 

In proof of the correctnes. of this st.t€mpnt w~ refer you~ Lordshil> to the 
occornpafJyillO" memorial of M('.-;sr~. Stll1~IHl and Richey to HIS Excellency the' 
GovernOl·.G,,~eml; to Hi. Excellency's dpspalch on the ... bject, addresl!ed to 
your Lordship in h·hruary l."t; ~nd to the fullowing extr~ct of a letter fl:om 
Mr. Chief S"crctary Murduch, adan'ssPlI to Mr. Ryerson In reply to apphca­
lioll' which Mr. H. had mad" to His Excellency the Governor-General on the 
.u"ject. 

•• Government HOlIse, Moni1'caZ, June l~, 1840. 

"SlR,-I am comman,led hy the Govel'llor-General to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letters of the ;,th 8nd 6lh inst.: the fir.t enclosing II copy oC 
"prtain Resolution, adopted by the Comrr.ittee of the British "'esleyaD 
Conference with n·fp.rcnce to your conduct nn the ~9th Apdllast; the second, 
requesting a copy of the despatch r""peeting the grant for the support of tOO 
'Yeslcyan Mis,ions in Upper C'annda, which His Excellency addre~sed to Lmd 
John Russell, in tho month of February last. These letters havh'g unCortu­
uatelyarrived during His Excell('ncy'. temporary absence fmm Montreal, the 
an,wer to them has been unavoidably delayed. 

"His Excellency desire. me to say, that as he cannot gather from tbe Reso­
lutions of the British Conference, that his despatch to the Secretary of State 
had been communicated to thpID, as you suppose, and as he has reason to think 
from other circumstances that such a proceeding would not be ndopted, it 
would be irrp'iular in him to furnish you with a copy of that despatch, however 
much he may regret his being unable to do so; because, had he been able to send 
it to you, it would not only have fully explained his views, and the grounds 
upon which he is of opinion th"t the grant should be distributed in II manner 
.Jill'el'ent from that which lms of late been followed, but would have afforded 
the mo.t conclusive evidence on some of the points noticed in your letter oC the 
5th inst. It would ha"e shown, wr instance, that Hi. Excellency'. communi­
cation with the Secretary of State originated in an examination of lhe whole 
of the circumstances of the ~Wesleyan Body in Upper Canada, and of the 
documents relative to the uniun Letween the British and Canadian Conference., 
which were submitted 10 him-lind UPOI1 this point I am directed to add, in 
replJ to yUill' que"tion, that this examination did not proceed from any requelt 
of you ... , and that the l~tler drawn up by you in ~xplanalion of 'he financial 
relations of the lwo Bodies, was prepared at His Excp.llency'. reque~t. It 
would also further show, that it was ('rom the Rev. Mr. Stinson that Hi. 
Excellency first heard of the prubable dis~o!ulion of the two Societies." 

., (Signed) T. W. C. MURDOCH, 
Chief Secretary." 

Having stated the circumslances and o~iects of Mr. Ryerson'. letter to the 
Govern~r.Gen~ral.' we w,!1 nowaddres. ourselves with all possible hrevity to 
the leadIng objectIOns wlllch Mr. Alder has brought against that lelt"r. 

Mr. Alder has not alt~mpted to refute, nor even ventured to deny, the cor­
rectness of Mr. Ryerson's general statement respecting the financial relations 
between th~ \\' esleyan Conference in England and in Canada. A Committee 
of the ~nglosh Confe;e.nce has adopted the leading views of Mr. Alder's letter, 
In a senes of resolutIons, a copy of which is I,erewith annexed, marked C. 10 
reply to thes~ resol~tions, and t~ Mr. Alder's statements that Mr. Ryerson's 
letter ~vas wntten without authonty, and contains partial and erroneous repre­
sentatIOns, wo beg to refer your LOJ'dship to the accompanying resolutions of 
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the W"sleynn Conference in C'wa,la, marker! E, at\0rt<,d in J IInc Inst, with a 
unanimity almost I1npa,·allel.·d. 
~s to whether or not~ the lat,> no,' . .Tuhn "",,,ley int"nded Ihe regulation. 

wh~ch he adoptc·.] 1n 11 E ·1, 111 I"cfen'nrc to dll! l\lethurli~t Sucieties in the 
UnJle~ Stote!i, tU.cxtCIII{ to tbc Britil'oih I'\ol'ln J\n1l:'ricnn rl"uvinct'~, it i! not 
mat~rlal to the ol'Jccts uf the prt',;ent. letter IU rieeicle. Re . .;pecting Mr. Alder'~ 
dOl11ul of tile corn~c1ness of l'flr. Hyer:o'on':-; ~tatement on that subiecl, three 
remarks may be miltle :-1. .1\11'. \\'e~.dl'y~:5 arldr,~,;~ on that o(,l'a~ion was di­
rected not to the l\lethodist SLlCif'lics in the Pllilf,J Slaic8 of Amprica but to 
the Methodi,t Socictie. in North Americ". :!. In 1787. Mr. \\,,,,Iey. ~8 well 
n~ Dr. Coke, recOlnmPIHlefl the Sl'ttlll~ nr~rt by ordination of the Rev. F. 
Gurl'et'3on, as supcrintendC'nt, or hi ... hop, u\,(:r tIle slJcieties in New llrun~\\'ick, 
Nuva Scotia,. an~ the We" Inrli,". the sal11" a. he himself had. in 1734, set 
apa.rt .by ?rd'~JatlOn the !tev. Dr. Lok,·, as surerintendent or bi,hop, over the 
SOcletlPs II~ Nllflh .-\n~(,l'lca. t\lId ilt. tlmt pfwiuJ, during tbe lift' of:\1. ""esley, 
pl'eaChl~r~ In tie£' provinces of New Brunswick and Nova ~cotia werp. stationed 
at. the Mpt"odi"~ C?nfcrences in th" U nired Stale. The "arly ollicial printed 
mmutes of the Cont,-rences of tbe l\lethodist Church in the Unilcd States nnd 
the 1st \'olume of the history of that church, by t.he Rev. Dr. Bangs, of' New 
York, furnish amrle evidence on thi. point. 3. In 1320, the English Confer­
pnco agreed with ll~o Am('rican I\ll..,thudist CClifereru'p, to leave Upper Canada 
to ~e wholly suprlied by minister., emploF,1 undcr the direction of the latter; 
which would not ha\'e been done, had it not been perfectly well known that 
such an arrangl.>ment was in nccordance with the views and principles upon 
which Mr. Wesley acted. 

Mr. Aide .... statement, that" the General Conference of the United States 
endeavoured, with gn~at tenacitv. to retain their hold of .:It' :\Iethodist Socie­
ty in Upper Canada," is equafly incorrect with the one just noticed. The 
ecclesiastical connexion which formerly existed betweell the Methodist Church 
in the United States nnd in Upper Canada. down to 13:!8, never did £xp.rl 
any influence over the ministers or members of the latter, in relation to civil 
affairs, as is apparent from the fnct, that, during the war with the United 
States, and on all occasions which put their principles to the test, the Metho­
dist Church in Urper Cannda has always given the strongest rroof. of its 
loyalty. The history of Urper Canada does not furnish an inotancc ofa mem­
ber of the Methodist hCurch being implicated in rebellion or conspiracy ngainst 
bis Sovereign. But. the great majority of the ministers as well as members 
of the Methodist Church in that Province, being British born subjects, de8ired, 
from personal feeling, as well as from defer~nce to the understoud wishes of 
the government, to dissolve all ecclesiastical connexion with the Methodist 
Church in the United States, and therefore applied to the General Conference 
of that Church in 1824, for a fl'lcndly separation: Lut the representative of 
tl&e Briti.,. Jl'esleyan Conference, the Rev. Richard Reece, opposed the ap­
plication, upon the ground that the Wesleyan body in Canada was t'lO feeble 
a.nd inexperienced to manage its own atfair~, and stated to the A merican Con­
ference, that if they complied with the application from Canada, he should 
feel it his duty, on his return to England, to recommend the British Confer­
ence to send a sullicient number of missionaries from England ill to l'rper Ca­
nada to supply the whlll" work. At the next quadrennial Geneml Conference 
of the Methodist Church in the United States, in lR2S, the applicatiOftfor a 
separation, on the part of the Methodist Conference in Canada, was re.newed, 
and readily granted; /lfter which time. down to 1833, when certain arucles of 
union with the Wesleyan Conference in England were agreed to, the l\1etho­
dist Church in Canada existed as nn independent body, eslabli.hed severnl 
missions amongst the Aboriginal Indian tribes, and had nn acces8ion of more 
than 6,000 communicants, and procured subscriptions to the amount of nearly 
£6,000, towards the erection of the buildings fo,' the Upper Canada Acade~y, 

Mr. Alder also states, that the Wesleyan Missionary Committee have malD. 
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tain",\ a distinct position in ['ppe .. Cannda ever since 1!ll4. This statement 
i. likewise c.nlculated 10 mi.lea,l YOIII' Lordship. Between I.he ypnrs 1814 and 
1820 the Wesl('ynn Mi"ionnry Commiltee .pnt missionarie. inlO) Upper Ca­
nada' between wloom and the ministers of the Methodi,t Church nlreadyesta­
blish~ll in that I'r(jvilJc~. collisions ensued; ill conseqnence of which, the 
British Conference agreed to withdraw all its missionaries from Upper Canada. 
provided the American COllfcren(~p would withdruw it!S mi~ ... ionar.ies fro~ ~ow. 
er Cannda. Vut th" lown of King3ton, in Upper Canada, bemg n m,/tlary 
station, and a number of the military being connected with the "Vesleyan So­
ciety. the 1\1 issionary Co,:"mittee ~rged it a~ .an ex~eption to t.llI' general ar­
rangement with the American Ct)Il(e~·ence. I ~e ~xl!'jtence of t~lS al'r~n~ement 
is referred to andlldmitted by the \\ t',lpyan l\!IsslOnary Committee, 1n Its cor­
respondence ",ith the W csleyan 130arcl of ,\Iissions in U pppr Canada, in 1232, 
ao may be seen io the 'lppendix to the aC:"ompanying printed Report of a Com­
mittee of the House of Assembly of Upper Callada on Religious Grants, 
adopted April. 1836, p. 31. lst col. 4th paragr .• ph. 

Mr. Alder states again, that the" union was ti,.t Rougbt by Mr. Ryerson 
and his friends," and that" one argumpnt eml'lo)'ed by ~I r. Ryereon and 
otbers. to persuade his brethren, the members of the Upper Canada Confer­
ence, to agt'ee to a union was, that that Conference did not po~sess the means 
to support the Indian l\Ii"ions, and that unless the \Vesleyan Missionary Com­
mittee took Ihe charge of them, they would be utterly ruined." 

Now, in reply to thi., and kindred ex parte and unsupported assertions, we 
beg to refer YOllr Lordship to the official correspondence which took place be­
tween the \Vesleyan Missionary Committpe in London, and the Wesleyan 
Missionary Board in Upper Canada, in the years 1831 and 1832, and which 
resulted in proposals of union between the two bodies. This correspondence 
will be found in tbe appendix to the accompanying printed Report of a Select 
Committee of the Upper Canadian House of Assembly, in 1836, on Religious 
Granu. PI'_ 28-32. We solicit your Lordship's particular nttl"ntion to this 
correspondence, as proving, beyond the possibility of successful contradiction. 
1. That the Society in Upper Canada declined transferring tbe Indian missions 
to the London Missionary Committee, wben the latter proposed it_ 2_ Tbut 
the former employed every po"ible argument to dissuade the latter from ex­
tending its operations into Upper Canada at nil, as likely to be productive of 
disastrous consequences. but, at tbe same lime, offered nssistance to the Lon­
don Society in the establishmer.t of missions amongst tbe Aboriginal Indian 
tribes, west and norlh of Lake Huron, nnd in the Hudson's Bny territory_ 3. 
That the Canada Society maintnined its ability, not merely to support tbe mi.­
Aions then establi.hed, but tf) supply the religious wallts of tbe Indian tribes in 
Upper Canada, stating, that" tbcre is lillie doubt but the funds of our own 
societv can be increased to a sufficient sum to meet the wants of tbe Indian 
tribes within the present boundades of our Conf.'rence," and expostulating 
with the London Committee as follows :-" Upon the whole, it may be sub­
mitted to your Committee. whether, under existing circumstances, your mis­
aion funds could not he ,"ore advantageously applied to the furtherance of tbe 
work of human salvation, than in the est"blishment of a mission in this Pro­
vince-other circum.tan~es aside-at on expense far greater than would be 
n~essary for the Methodist Missionary Society here, to imrart the same doc­
tnDes, th? same feelings, the same blessing., and effect the same improvements." 
4. Tbat It was not until after the Canada Missionary Board had fruitlessly em­
ployed .every poss~ble argument to induce the London Mi;sionary Committee 
not to mterfere WIth Upper Canada, thnt it invited Mr. Alder to consult on the 
propriety of a coalition between the Wesleyan Conference in England and in 
Upper. Ca~ada, and that that measure wns proposed, not from the pressure of 
necessIty, 1n order to save the "Indian missions from utter I'uin "but prima­
~Iy to .. I!revent misunderstandings," aud "to preserve peace 'and harmony 
In the soc1ety _" 
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\\10 invite your Lordship'" attention, also, to the candi,I. and honorable and 
Cbristian spirit in which the whole correspondence alluded to was ("ond~cted 
on the part of the Wesloyan l\Iissionary Board of Upper Canada . 

. Again, 1\lr .. Alder informs ~our Lordship" that when the W€sl~yan Mis­
sIOnary CommIttee took upon Itselft" SUpr"T! the Indian Missions, the various 
sums rdised by the Upper Canada Conference amoontpd to the small sum of 
£ 177 18s. Id. stPrling, since which time th~y have gradually increasp.d to 
£ 1.304 14,. lld." 

Now, my Lorrl~ in leferC'ncc La this, as well as in respect to the statements 
of Mr. Alder nbove notice,l, and those which \\'? .hall hereafter notke, we ap­
peal, not to any authOrity g.ot up for the occaSlOn, but to offidal papers, and 
documents, and reports wInch \\'~re prepared and published at the time the 
occurrences rf"felr~d lo took plae-c. 'Vc IIl'n'with ('lIdosc the printed annual 
reports of the Wesleyan l\lissionary Society of Upper Cgna,]a from 1832 to 
1839 inclusive. These reports, since IG33, have been prepared loy and printed 
under the supervision of the Rev. l\~ r. Slinson, the Loudon Sociely1s represen­
tative and agent in Upper Canada. 

The Wesleyan Missionary Comminee as>nmed the responsihility of support­
ing th .. Missions in l' pper Canada i" October, l!l33. By the accompanying 
printed report for the year cnding October, 11:33, (I'. 16,) it will be seen that, 
80 far from Mr. Alder's statement. having the f;lighlf'51t foundation in fact, the 
" various sums raised by the Upper Canada <":unferencc for mi~sionary pur­
poses" that year amounted to £1,322 l!)s. 4el,; £1,038 18s. 5d. of which 
wer" collected in Upper Canada, nnd tne remaining £:20G OS. lid, were col­
lected in various parts of the United States-at a time when a more neighborly 
ffleling existed between the two countries than at prespnt. During the next 
year (the first year of the union between the Ddtish and Canadian Conferences) 
the missionary subscriptions and collections in l'pper Canada fell off from 
£1,033 l8s. 5d. to £198 ::is. S&d. (see Repolt ending October, 1334, 1'.18.) 
This falling off was caused loy dissati,faction. which grew out of the union­
a falling off of more than five bun(lred per cent. ir,;tead of an increase, as most 
erroneou.ly state.1 by l\!r. Alder. And in exact proportion as the ministers 
and official organ of the \Vesleyan l\IethodisL Church in Canada succeeded to 
reconcile their congregations to the union, <lid the missionary fands col­
lected in that province revive again and increase. Hence, by the accom­
panying printed report., it will be seen that, in 1835, the amount raised in 
Upper Canada for missionary purposes was £512 3s. 2irl.; in 1836, £1,-
192 9s. 1d.; in 1337, £1,205 2s. 0&.; in 18SS, £059 19,. 3d,; in 1839, 
£ l,449 14s. 111el. It was durin~ th,s last Missionary year that Mr. Ry~rson 
cond"ct~J the \Veeldy organ 0; tlte Wesleyan lIlethodist Church in Upper 
Canada-exerted the most influence over the \'iC'ws and fl',-,Iillg..: of its members 
-and excited most strongly the opposition of the \\. esleyan )Iissionary Com­
mittee in London. 

Mr. Alder Dttributes whatever increase has of late years taken place in the 
missionary funds raiseel in Upper Canada, to the exertions of the I..ondon So­
cietv's representative, and the peculiar and exclusive influence of the Wesley­
an Conference in England. How much cre,]it is due to tnis statement may be 
judged from the fact., th~t the We~leyan Conferenco in Englar.d and i.t8 
Representntive in Upper Cannda, eXlSt",1 10 le~4 and 1835, as well as In 

1836,1837,1838, Rnd 1839; that the milJist~rs of tlte l\lethodist Church in 
Upper Canada have been the treasurer •. and prom?t~rs of the funds of the 
Missionary Society; that the annual i\llisl~nary meetmgs, &c., have been held 
in tbe chapel. and congregations establ ished by the Canadian Conference; and 
thlll the collectors and principal contributors are members of the Wesleyan 
M i.sioDllry Church in Canada. 

Mr. Alder furthermore adds, " that the Wesleyan Mi.sionary Society were 
instrumental in saving tbe Indian l\li<9ions in l'pper Can~lfla from I'uin;" 
that" wben tbe Wesleyan Missionary committee took upon Itself tbe respon-
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sibility of supporting those Missions, the building! were found to be to'R gtt!llt 
extent in a dilal'idatp.rl .tale, debts were Jue on them; and very large sums 
were of necessily expended ill placing tht'm in anything like a state of efficien 

cyi; is true, that wh~n the Wesleyan Missionary Society in Canada became 
Auxiliary to the Society in London, it WHS in deht £295 14 •. 6d. currency. 
But is it anything new for R bpnevolent Society to be in its operations ill 
advance of its fund.? The London lVeslt.')an Missionary Soci<'ly is lit this 
moment in ad"anee of its fund" 10 the amount of £20,000 s'erling. 

lIy the 8ccompanying printerl Mi.sionory reports, it will be seen, thllt in 
1831, the Wesleyan Mission,ry Sodely in Vpper Canada was £204 10. 9d. in 
advance of its fu",ls; but that in 1832 it not only paid of!' its debls, but had a 
surplus of £129 7 •. 5~d; though in IB33, it was again ;n advunce of its funds 
to the IImount of £295 148. 6d., at which time it became auxiliary to tho 
Wesleynn Missionary Socip.ty in London. 

IN respect to the" dilapidalt'd state of tI,e buildings," and" the very large 
Bums which were necessary to put them in anything hkp. a state of efficiency." 
"reference to thp Report of the London Society's Agent for 1334, will satisfy 
your lordship whether there is Rny rpason for this statpment of Mr. Alder, nny 
more than for those alreRdy adverted to. From that Report it appears, that, 
during the first year after the London Society assumed the responsibility of 
supporting the Missions in Upper Canada, there was expended in repairing 
Mission nnd school-hous"s, £41 4 •. 2d. currency; in finishing eme Mission­
House, and one chapel already commenced, £149 Bs. 5d.; for mllterial. for 
two new school-houseo, £IB Gs. 0; materials for one Toew Mission-House, £19 
lOs. By referl'ing tn the Reports for the two years immediately preceding, it 
will be seen that there wns expended, under the same heads, a larger sum than 
is made by Mr. Alder the grol1nd of imputation and of self-exaltation. 

As to the results of the management of the Indian Mi.sions in Upper Canll'lla 
by the I,ondon Society, it may b" obs"rved. that all those missions, ('xcept the 
one at St. Clair, had been p_Iabli_hed by the Canada Conferenell during tbe 
eight years preceding the Union in IB33, at which time there were upwards of 
1000 Indians in church-communion; and about 400 children in the Mission­
school.. Now there are about 850 Indians in Upper Canada in church-eom­
munion, and about 250 child"en in the Mission-schools. (See Repn,·t •. ) In 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada at large, there was, during the 
seven years irr.mediately precerling the Union an increase of 9,164 members; 
during the seven years since the Vnion th~re has been an inerease of only al6 
members. 

Mr. Alder says, "The suspension of the government grant for two or tGlee 
years did affect our Canadian !\Iissions, as we were thereby prevented from 
increasing the number of our agents amongst the Indians and destitute settlers." 
On this point also, my Lord, we appeal to the printed Reports of the Society'lt 
agent, and the stations of Mi.sionaries in Upper Canada. The gront was 
reduced in 1834, and wholly ""spended dllrinl[ the years 1835-37. By the 
official .. eports of the Rlations of missionaries in V pper Canada, it appears there 
were stationerl in 1333, at the time the grant of £900 was made, 11 missionar­
ies; in IB~4, 13; in 1B35, 14; in IB36, IG; in IB37, 17; in IB3!!, 18; in 
IB39, 17; In 1840, 16. So that the r.umber of missionaries now employed in 
Upper Canada is precisely th" same as it was in 1336, before the grant was 
restored, and twn Ie,s than it was rn 1838. 

Mr. Alder informs your lordship that from August, 1B33, to December, 
1B39, there has been.exre.nded by the Wesleyan Missionary Society (including 
£8,659 16s. 5d. obtmned 111 Upper Canada} in connexion with the Missions in 
Upper Canada, the sum of £ 17 ,B06 1S8. lId. sterling. 

Now, in the printed Reports of the Society's apPTLt in Upper Canada em­
!>racing the ~ame .period, t~e tot.al omoun~ ~eport~d to have been exp~nded 
tn that PwvlDce, m conneXIOn With the MISSIOns, is £13,475 Is. 4d. sterling;. 
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£4!331 !7s. 7d. le~, than the sum stated by Mr. Alder. The manner in 
whIch ~hls su~ o~ £!,331 17 •. 7~. steF.ling has bpen expended has not been 
stated m the SocIety s . Re port., eIther 10 London or in Canada. It remains 
for Mr. Alder to explam. 

The agent of the LondJn ~uciety in Upper Canada states, in his rinted 
Annu~1 Reports, .the e~p~~dllure of £ 13,47:; Is. 4<1. sterling. Fro~ Mr. 
A~der ~ own showmg, £86.)D I6s. 5d. sterling of that amount have been ob­
tamed In that Provincp.-:-:£3,670 from the Government, and £4,989 16s. 5d. 
from the members and tnetJd. of the Weoleyan Methodist Church in Canada. 

J n ,!~Jition t" thi., let it be observed, my Lord, that there have been bUIlt by 
the mlmsters and members of the \\' esleyan ;\Iethodist Church in Canada during 
the same period to ~hich Mr. Alder refers, up~~rds of 40 chapel.!, and 20 pa;" 
sonage. houses, beSIdes th-: support of the mmlstry. The entire amount of 
eXJ,endllure durmg that perIod cannot l>e stated or a.eertained; but your lord­
shIp may form .ome tulerable conception of it, when we state from offici III 
returns, that during the last year, there has been raised for the ;upport of the 
Methodist ministry in Upper Cana·Ja tbe sum of £5,006 lis. 6~d. (XClU8i~e 
of £ 1,449 14 •. ll~d. for missionary purposes, and large sums for the build­
ing of chapels and par~onage:.;, keeping cnapels and par,,(mages in repa.ir, 
warmed. lighted, &c. The amount of deliciencie, in making up the moderate 
disciplinary salaries and allowance, of the Wesleyan ministers in Up!,er Ca· 
nada during the year is £ 1,119 lIs. 6~. The loss of the amount. of all such 
deficiencies must be endured by the individual minister. concerned, until the 
fund. of the Church in Canada are sufficient to supply them. The Weslpy~n 
Mis.ionary Society i. not respon.ible for thl·m. It i. also worthy of remark, 
that, whilst there are only sixteen Missionanps stationed in Upper Canada, 
there are 111 stationed preachers on circuit., who are excluded. by the Arti­
cl"s of Union, fmm all claims upon the funds of the Wesley"n Conference in 
England, and in whoie congregations missionary snbSCliptiOIIS and collections 
are annually raised in aid of the funds of the Lond)n Society. 

In reply to Mr. Alder's oft·rppeated .tatempnt, that both Mr. Ryerson and 
the Canada Conference had repeatedly declared .. that it is wrong for cburcbes 
to rf'ccive aid for religious purposes from the stnt('," we may observp., that it 
is utterly unsupported by evidence. ami contradicted by numerous fac:.. In 
1834 and 1835, Mr. Ryerson. as the editor of the official organ of the We.­
leyan Conference in Canada, defended, at large, the right of the crown to ap­
pro;>riate, and the l'i~ht of churches to receive aid from the casual and territo­
rial revenue. In 1838. 1839. and 1840, l\fr. Ryerson, tn the same capaclly. 
defended and suppurted measures for the dIvision of the annual proceeds of 
the Clergy Reserves amon~st variou:i Chri~tian den.)mirations in L'rpcr Cnna­
da. In JUlie, 1837. the 'Vesleyan Conference in Canada adopted resolutions 
witL a view to t!w division of the proceeds of tbe Reserves; in January,.1838, 
tho ministers of the Wesleyan Methodist church in Canada puLhshed a pia? of 
conciliation and conce""ion for the settlement of the Clergy Reserve question, 
from which we quote the followin~ passage. :-:' \~ith a view to an equittll>l? 
division of the Reserve. among 'different denOmtnatlOllS. for purposes of ~el~­
gio"s and moral in.truction in such n way a. will not contravene t~o dl.ctph. 
nllry ['('gula!ions of any religious body, we most r.esl'ectfillly "ubmll,. th~t t~.e 
most equitable method would be, to allow the claIm,. of each d~nomlnatoon 10 

proportion to the sums which they raise and expend, In the province,. annually, 
for religious purposes. Having thus, after the exnmp.le of t~e clelgy of the 
churches of England and Scotland, a~d without any. deSIre. to d,ctate. express. 
ed our views on this important questIOn, we depm It. but .lust to ourselves a~d 
the public, to explain, in conclusion, the positbn whIch we, as a bo<ly of mm­
isters, occupy in respect to it. 'Ve stand upon common ground, and possess 
a common interest with the members of our churcb generally; and purpode to 

!II 
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apply whatever public aid may be acquirerl, by a fai~ a~d hon?urable division 
of tho Reserves, to assist the member. of our commumt~ I~ erecting ~hapel. and 
pars07.agei, and in bringing the means of, a sound rehgwuN and lztcraryedu­
cRtion "'Ithin the rench of the largest po.slble number o.f the yO?t~ of our con­
gregation.. In thus continuing to content ourse,lv~. wI,th th,; lImited sup.p~rt 
which arises from the free,will ofl'eri~gs of ChflSlIan lIberalIty" and aV81h~g 
ourselves of every means which ProvIdence may pillce 8t our dupo,s,,:l, to aId 
the beloved sub.iects of our I'"storlll car~, and to ~romote the, relIgIOUS and 
moral instruction of the country, we beheve the claIms of the Wesleyan Me­
thodist church will not sufl'er from a comparison with those of any orher church 
in the Province." 

It i. true that the Wesleyan Confel'ence in Canada h~ve always. ~refer~ 
the appropriation of the Reserves to purposes o~ e~llcatlOn on ChrIstian pnn­
ciples; but they have done so, not on any theore~lCa. ,grounds, as stated by ~~. 
Alder, but upon grounds arising out of the peculIar circumstances and the .dlvl­
ded state of public opinion in Upper Canada; but they have always mamfest­
ed a readiness to accede to, to support and defena any equitable division of tbe 
Reserves whenever it has been proposed by the authorities of the country. 

It will be observed from the above quoted passages, that the Wesleyan min­
isters in Canada have expressed their intention of applying whatever portion 
of the proceeds of the Clergy Reserves may be placed at their disposal to 
othel' religious purposes than their own individual support. They have done 
so, not from mele theory, but-I. Becnuse it accords most with the prevailing 
views and feelings of the members of the "'-esleyan Methodist church in Cana­
da. 2. Because it is in perfect harmony with the opinions expressed by the 
impenal government when the grants were first made to the religious bodies in 
1832. as will appear in the sequel. 

Mr. Alder states that Earl Grey's government was induced by patriotic 8S 
well as religious considerations, to ofl'er aid to the Wesleran Missionary COlJ)o 
mittee, in 1832, in order to promote their operations in Upper Canada. What. 
ever feelings may have heen excited in the minds of his late MajE'sty's govern­
ment by misrepr".entations against the ministers of the Methodist church in 
Upper Canada, the conduct of those devoted men has long since furnished an 
ample refutation of the calumnies which hlld for many years been insinuated bJi 
the tongue of jealousy and selfishnes3, into the ear of Royalty again.t them,­
Such an insinuation comes with an exceedingly ill grace from Mr. Alder, aftel 
the manner in which he has been treated by them, and after he himself has been 
compelled, in a communication which was published in the Upper Canads 
Christian Guardian, 29th of May, 1839, to bear the following testimony tc 
their character and labours :-" I admire Ihe zeal and self.denial of those no. 
ble men belonging to your connexion in Upper Canada, who, flOm the first set. 
tlement of the country. have been • in l'lbours mOle abundant,' and to whom 
that Province owes a debt of gratitude, which it can never repay, for tbeir un. 
tiring efl'orts to evangelize that portion of the vineyard of the Lord of bosts." 

Mr. Alder has a~ain and again assumed and "tated, that the Royal word il 
pledged to the contmuance of the Government grant in its present form to the 
Wesleyan committee. On this point the Earl of Ripon, in hi8 letter to Lord 
~lenelg, dated Ca!lton Gardens, 4th April, 1836, states-" of course I could 
gIve them no spe~lfic pled/!,p. as ~o the duration of such assistance, whicb mighl 
be afl'ected by vanous consIderatIOns beyond my control." His lordship bow. 
ev.er~ adds, that i.t was his impression at the time the grant was made ~o the 
m~s~lOnary commmee, "that the 8ame motives of policy which dictated the 
o~fnal grant, would rec.ommend its co~ti!,uan~e." If those "motives of polio 
cy were the strengthemng of the admlDlstratlOn of government in Canada 
they hav~ by no means been realised, and, least of all, are they realised at th~ 
resent tIme; for the Secretaries of the Wesleyan Missionary Society arE 

nown to be opposed to the Car.adian, as well as the domestic policy of Hel 
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Majesty'. Gove~n?lent; the ".Watchman" newspaper," which I. conducted 
uode~ t~e .u~erv1S,on of the.MlsSlonary Secretaries noel olher leodin~ Wesley­
an mlmsters m London, c.xcltes a~y lhin~ but a respectful and friendly feeling 
!owords the. Government In the ~Illnds ot all those persons in Canada who are 
In any w~y mfluenced by t~e 0p'Olons of the London committee; and the Re­
presental1ve~ of the comm.mee (the ~ev. Messrs. Stinson and Richey) in Ca­
nada have, In the entire clfcle of the If personal intercourse and influence, op­
posed the policy and measures ~f the Governor General of COllado, and have 
?ot even spared H \.; Excellency s !,ersonnl character-facls which consi.t with­
~n the knowledge of the underSIgned, and in proof of which abundant evidence 
IS ad~ucl!>le. I~deed we are able to state, upon unquestionable authority, thnt 
the d,stnct meetmg, or conference of Wesleyan Missionaries in Lower Cana­
da, from oppo.ition to the character and policv of the Gove,nor General de­
si sted, at their last annual meeting, from preden"ting to H is Excellency the ~sual 
respectful and loyal address which they had been accustomed to present to 
each of his predecessors on their assumption of the Government of Canada.­
At the same time, it is not .unknown to your Lordship, that Hi. Excellency the 
Governor Gener~1 .has recelve~ every support and aid it was in th~ power of 
the organ and mln,sters and fnends of the \Veslevan Methodist church to give 
him in his noble and untiring efforts to tranquillize the public mind in Canada­
to break d0:-vn p,arry ~I'i";t and I.'arty dis~nctions-nnd. to. carry out the policy 
of Her MaJesty" mm,sters, wnh the VJew of estabhshlng an improved and 
more liberal and more efficient system of Government in Canada. 

The objects for which this grant was originally madA to the Missionary Com­
mittee deserve special noti~e. \Yhatever arrangements may have been mado 
with the Lt. Governors of Upper Canada, it i. clear that the Imperial Govern­
ment intended this grant to be applied, not for the payment of the salaries of 
missionarie., but for the erection of chapels and parsonages. The Earl of 
Ripon, in his Despatch to Sir John Colhorne, dated 25th of October, 1832, 
says_" With this view, I am to request that you will transmit to me at the be­
ginning of each year, a statement of the mode in which you would propose 
that the money which it is intended to apply to religious purpoBes should be 
distributed; and in preparin~ such a scheme you will of cOUrse bear in mind 
the principles on which you have already heen directed to act, namely, tbat 
you will endeavour to give assistance to the religious denominations as much a, 
p086ible, by building for them in situation" where they can command congrega­
tiona, chapels and parsonage houses, as I am of opinion that money may be 
much more adva7ltageou.Zy applied to these objects than in paying .aZarie.." 
And in the very despatch, dated Nov. 12, 1832, in which his Lordship author­
ises Sir John Col borne to make the first grant of £900 to the Missionary Com­
mittee, Lord Ripon says-" I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 

(From tke Lond." Edition.) 
.. N.te 6" E. Ryerson.-I never said tbe Watchman was tbe.or~an or tbe Wul.,a. 

Conference, ail the resolutions of the Lo~d.on CommIttee :would rnlllilate. I have 8101ed 
that it was publisbed under the snJlervlI,101l of the leadmg members of the Wesleyan 
Conrerence. \Vllen the Watchman was started, it was introduced to Ihe public by the 
editor of the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine as an "organ" of the Wesleyan Connexlon ; 
(tee "ChrlBtian Retrospect" in the Magazine for February, 1835;) and the circumslao .. 
ees relative to tts publleation and management nre, 8s1 have reason 10 know, 88 foflowll 
1. The meano t') eo,.blisb and carry It on nave been furnished by taymen. 2. But in lb. 
anlet .. of tbeir asoociation it ts prov,rled, (I) Tbat the profi t. of the paper. after paying 
the Inlerell of the money i~ve8tp.d in its publicRtion, shall be applied In Methodist COD­
nexlonal Funds' (2J That (he Ml~ionary 8pcretaries, EtlilOr of the Magazine, and, I 
believe the me~hers oflhe Wesleyan Book Commiueegenerally, shall be ex o,l1ic:i8me ..... 
ben or'the Committee to supt!rlntend the puhli.'ation of tho Watchman. By mutual a­
greement, cerlain members of that Committee have been wont to meet weekly to revise 
the editorial and selected articles of tbe Watcbman: and lbey 1I •• e not unfrequently 
written editorial articles ror It, as well as modified at t~elr pteaoure tbose .wbich bad beeD 
written by tbe osteDilble lay-editors. How rar, lherefore, tbe W"lc4man II offic,al, or nol 
official In lIS cbaracter, every m.n cau Judge for himself. 
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yourd""pa~h of tho 5th SeptembE'r Iast, p~op~sing an arr?-ngement for the 
pllvmeot of the church of Englund l\1,s'lOnllrleS 111 the provmce of Upper Ca­
mula ami for affording aid to the Presbyterians, ~Ve8leyan !tIethoduts, Boll 
Rom~n Catholics, to build chu"ches anJ chapel.s," Bdle~ing such to have 
heen the design of the grant, the Wesleyan Conterence In Canada ha.ve mO~'e 
than once applied for aid in behalf of poor and npedy chapels erecllllg or In 

deul, but thdr applications have been as often rejected by the agents of the 
Committee. 

Mr. Alder has stated several times, very emphatically, that the gra~t w ... 
made to the l\lissioDluy Committee before the union between the Enllhsh and 
Canada Conf"rences was contemplated, and wholly independent of that ar· 
rnngement. Of the preliminary and private conversations which ma~ have 
taken place between Members of Govemment and members of the MISSionary 
Committee we know nothing; our appeal is to official document.; and we 
presume tl:at neither the Earl of Ripon nor Lord Seaton will contradict what 
they themselves havp, stated some ~ears .ince. on tll.i. subject. . 

During the yea .. 1334 and 183.), much ,hSCllsslOn took place ID Upper Ca· 
nadll-relative to this a"r.ropriatioll to the Wesleyan Missionary Committee. A 
'Vesltwan minister in Upper Canada-the Rev. A. Green-addresspd a letter 
to Si,' John Colborne. inquiring whethe,' it was intended for the Wesleyan body 
in En .. lan,l or in Canad". His Excellency's answer, through hi. Secretary 
Colon':,l Rowan, will b~ found in the Appendix to the accompanying printed 
Report on Religious Grants, p. 28, dated" Government House, Toronto, 30tb 
June, 1835." Sir John Colborne directs Colonel Rowan to state to Mr. 
Greer.-" At the time th.e appropriation alluded to in your communication 
"IDa. made, His }.[ajesty's Government supposed the Wesleyan Methodi.t. 
in this P'rovince were under the COlltrol of the Briti8k Conference." In 
reply to a letter from Lord Glenelg on tbi. subject, the Earl of Ripon, in 8 

letter dated Carlion Gardens, 4th April, 1836, slates as follows :-" It is cor· 
rectly stated that I had various communications with the We.leyen Methodi.1 
Society in this country in the year 1832, upon the subject of their operation! 
in Upper Canada, and of the de.ire entertained by tlte Ireslcyan. in tha, 
provinc2 to PLACE the'Ilselves in close and continuous connexion wil.h 'Ih, 
parmt Society in England. In the cou,"e of these communications I be 
cam .. so impressed with the importance of the objects which the Society, botl 
at Home and ill Canada had in view, that I thought it expedient to encour 
age tkeir exertion., and to instruct the Goverr.or to give theln some pecunia 
ry assi.tance from those funds which were legally at the disposal of th, 
Crown." 

We know not, my Lord, how language can be more explicit, nnd Ie"timon' 
more conclusive tl10n this. It i. perfectly clear, ther~fore, that when the ap 
propriation was made, the Government suppospd there was or would be a: 
identity of interest as wpll as of a,zmi"istration between the Weslpyan bodie 
in Upper Canada and in England. 

Mr. Alder says, indeed, that the arrangements with Lord Seaton in reepe( 
to the graDt were completed at Toronto" about a year before the UnioD b. 
tw~en the British ~onference and tha Confe:ence in Upper Canada took placo. 
~bls we do nut dlsp~te; but Mr. Alder WIthholds from your Lordship eSS01 
tlal parts of that alTair. The union was agreed to on the part of the Britil 
Conference in August 1833, and on the part of the Conference in Upper C, 
nada.in th~ following.Oc.tober. But the Canada Conference had propOSE 
flertaln Articles of UOion 10 August 1832. Those proposed articles of uni( 
contemplated a unity of interest os well as of jurisdiction, between the t" 
bodi~s. They were ~ublishecl in Toronto on the 29th of August, 1832, in tI 
olliclal .organ of the Canada C>;lDference; Sir John Colborne's despatch 
Lor~ Ripon, recommending this very grant, was dated the 5th September f. 
10~lDg. And that Mr. A~der himself, at ~hat time, not only contemplated 
union between the two bodies, but such a uDion as would give the Canada Co 
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feronce a claim .upon the funds of the British Conference, will appear obvious 
from the followmg,extcact of a communication, wh:ch (on len"in)!,) Mr. Ald"r 
addre."sed to ~he Canada ~onfercnce on the several points re<peeting which II" 
eoncelVed the,. then appoInted representative to En)!'land shoulel be instructed 
to conf~rnnJ deoidp. ~Ir. Ald"r's communication i.- dated" Kingston (U. C.) 
August 16, 1832." The passage relating to the subject now under discussion 
is a. follows :-

.. That the [London] Committee shalll'e at liLerty to appoint such per.ons 
to labour in c?nn"x;nn with this [Canada] Conferetlce, a. tbey may deem tobe 
properly quahfi .. d for the snerer! office, and that the Confen'nee will not multi. 
ply preac~er8 or CIRCUITS ,vitldn its boundaries until tbey snRII have corre.­
ponded wllh the Committee. 1 his is asl-cr! 011 the ground, a. the Committee 
's expected til !!'rant an ammal sum of money for the support and e:rlmsio" of 
the work in Calla.1a, th"y ought to be associatetl with tbe Conference in deter­
mining how many l!rcachers shall be em/loycd, rl,at their fUllds may not be 
embarr'J.Ssed, nor the necessary comforts of the preachers be diminished by 
the employment of a greater number of ministe .. than the means placed at 
YOflr disposal will justify." 

Here, your Lord'hip will observe, that, independent of the Aboriginal Indian 
Missions, Mr. Ald~r not only did contemplate a union between the Wesleyan 
Conferences in England and in Canada, but such a union as woulr! place at the 
disposal of the Canada Conference an annual "urn commensurate with the wants 
of the Canadian preachers on the circuits; but subsequently to this, and sub<e­
quent to the arrangempr.t with the Government abuve alluded to in the extracts 
of letters from Lords Ripon and Seaton, Mr. Alder and his friends in London 
;ntrod~ccd a preliminary c1anse into the articles of ur,ion, previously to their 
adoption by the British Conference in August 1833, to .. secure the fund. of 
the English Conference against any claims on the part of the Canadian 
preache,·s." 

It was th:s anomalous peculiarity in the Articles of Union which, we have 
reason to believe, attracted the particular attention of the Guvernor General 
of Canada, and convinced His Excell(-ncy, in connex;on with other circumstan­
ces, that the grant to the Committep, in its present mode of control and appli­
cation, was not only invidious and unjust to the Wesleyan Conference in Cana­
da, but at variam:e with the coml'rehen,ive objects contemplated by the Gov­
ernment when it was made, and calculated to excite dissatisfaction and oppo­
sition on the rart of the minister; und members of the \Vesleyan Methor!ist 
Church in Canada against the Government, rather than to secure their grateful 
esteem and affectionate support. 

Mr. Alder d wells much upon the circumstance that both the Canada Confer­
ence and 1\lr. Ryerson had always admitted the exclusive right of the Mission­
ary CommittAe to the control of the grant. This is very true, and for two 
reasons. 1. Neither the Canadu Conference nor :\11'. Ryerson was awaro of all 
the circumstances connected with thA grant until after the investigation of them 
by the Governor-General. 2. The grant had ahvays Lecn paid out of the casunl 
and territorial re"enue, with the appropliations of which the Canada Confe,'­
ence had always felt and declared it har! no right to interfere, confining its dis­
cussions to the qutlstion of the Clergy Re;erves, and its claims to whatever ad­
vantages might arise to the Wesleyan Methodist Church in' Canada from an 
equitahle settlement of that question. . 

But now, my Lord, the affair assumes a very different aspect from --:hat.lt 
bas beretofore presented. It is proposed to Ielieve the casual ~n~ terntonal 
revenue from the annual payment of this, as well as of other rehgtous grants, 
and to transfer it as one of the primary charges upon the C.lerll.Y Reserves fund; 
an act, which, jf it take place without varying the distnbullon and control.of 
the grant in question, must, during the next fifty years at I.east, debar the min­
isters and members of tbe Wesleyan Methodi.t Church I~ Canada from tbe 
.Iig htelt benefit of the settlement of the Clergy Reserve q uesllon. The Wesleyan 
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Methodist Church In Canada hag not complained of the exel·dge of the Royal pre­
rogative, though it ha. he~n altogether overlooked in the dist~ibution of annual 
grants which bave bepn mnde to the W"sleyan CommIttee In London, and to 
four other Christian denominntions in Upper Canada; but it will bave JUBI 
nnd permanent cause for strong di .. ntisfaction and complaint, should it be de· 
prived of any advantages in the settle?,~nt of the Clergy Rese,,·.e. in .which 
other churcbes in Canada largely partiCIpate. \Ve cannot btit vIew wllh al' 
tonishment th., efforts on the part (If \Ir. Alder nnd hi. friends-whose opera· 
tiOll8 in t:pper Canada are l\miled to th" last seven years-to grasp every 
farthing of a disposable Canadian revenue from thei,' brethren in Canada, 
whose labours in tbat country r('acb over the last half century, who have en· 
dured privations and labours unexcelled in any country or in any section of the 
Christian cburch dUI'ing thnt period, and who have contributed more Ihan any 
other one ~cligious community to elevate V pper Canarla to its present compara· 
tively advanced state of moral fruitfulue"s and religious intelligence. 'Ve can· 
not perouade ourse/n's that H"r MajPsl.y'. Government can be induced to coun· 
tenance a policy so manifestly unjust, unreasonable, and impolidc. 

Mr. Aldpr has mi .. epresented sevel'lll ,csolutions and proceedings of the 
Wesleyan Confer .. nce in Canada; but after so long an intrusion upon your 
Lordsbip's lime and attention, we feel tbat it would be improper for us to 
detain your Lordshir any longer with the discussion of the minor details of 
Mr. Alder's letter. 

We deem it our duty, however, in conclusion, to apprise your Lordship that, 
~ince we received from Mr. Under.Secretary Smith a copy of Mr. Alder'. 
letter, the Wesleyan Conference in England has (on Friday last) rescinded, a. 
for as its own act cou],1 (]" it, the Articles of Uni'on which have heretofore, 
since 1832, existed bet ween the Conferenc" in England and the Conference in 
Upper Canada. Until the dissolution shall have been agreed to by the Canada 
Conf~rence, the Englioh Conference in Upper Cannda must stand in the relation 
of a seceding body. All the itinerallt ministers in Upper Canada, both in the 
missions and on the Circuits, with one exception, are members of the Canada 
Conference, and not of the British Conference. All the Aboriginal Indian 
Missions in Upper Canada, witb one exception, were established by Ihe Canada 
Conference bt.fore the union. By the 5th of the accompanying resolutions, 
marked E, your Lordship will perceive that tbe Canada Conference has resolved 
to relain the direction of those missions. Whether the Conference in England 
will prosecute its operations in U. Canada hereafter, or leave that Province to the 
Canada Conference, we are not yEt apprised. In either alternative the conclu­
sion appea,·. to us to be the same-that the body whose pastoral headship is in 
the country, whose feelings, and interests, and hones are bOllnd up in it, are 
entitled to the protection and consideration of tbe Government of the country. 

We have the honour to be, 
(Signed) WILLIAM RYERSON, 

EGERTON RYERSON, 
R.p .... "/lltin.s .f the Conference of the Wesl'1llln Jllethodist Cl.ureA in c.."ad ... 

[Nolt.-All the letlers and documenls referred to in the foregoing communication will 
be fouod in tbe preceding pages. 

SUP P L E MEN T. 
EXTRACTS OF CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AND 

AMERICAN CONFERENCES, FROM 1816 TO 1820, RELATIVE 
TO THE CANADAS-ESPECIALLY LOWER CANADA. 

[Bishop ASBURY, the author of tbe first of the following papers, was sent from 
England by Mi. Wesley, and appointed by Mr. Wesley as joint Superintendent 
with Dr. Coke, over the Metbodist Societies in America.] 
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E:J;tract, from a Letter from Bishop Asbury to the Ref!. Jo,eph Be'lIIm, 
dated January 15, 11116. 

"We have planted, we have watered, we have taken a most sacred charl1e 
of V.pper. and Lower Cllnada for about 22 year.. They form two respectable 
dlStncts In the Gene.see Conference. Tbey lie side by side on tbe nortbern 
banks of the St. Lawrence, and tbe V. S. district; on,l circuits on the Soutb. 
The souls of our people in Can a.]" are exceedingly precious to us. They are 
a willing people, prompt to pay tbeir preachers; tbey say" tell us what to do 
and we will do it." Exclusive of the mo.t ancient, wbo came from various 
parts of Eur.ope, the additional and increasing inbabitants now of both provin­
ces are mulUtudes uf refugees from the U. States, at the time of the revolution. 
Many others have pref~rrer:l the province. to the V. States, and there are at 
this time large family connexions on both sides of the line, and many preachers 
who have changed and interchanged. 

"We, as Ministers of Christ. think it a sin of sins to divide the body of Christ. 
There was a special caution given to Thomas Burch, Samuel Montgomery, and 
Henry Ryan; and we have good reason to believe that possibl), two·thirds of 
the Society in Montreal would put themselves under tbe government of the 
American Connexion. But we shall bear long. suffer long, make every expla­
nation, till the charge is given up to us. Whp.ther the thing has been done 
through ignorance, or th .. influenc .. of wicked and designing men, we shall 
give our fathers and brethren time to inform themselves and time to correct 
their conduct; for we afe sure that our Episcopacy could never act so out of 
order as to send a preacher to take possession of a charge 80 consequential, 
under the oversight of the Parent Connexion. And yet, in this business, we 
would touch thnt venerable B0dy, or any authoritative part of it, with tbe ten­
derness of a featber dipt in oil." 

COp!! of a Letter 8&nt by order of the General Conferenee. 1316, to the 
London ft/ethodist Missionary Society in England . 

.. Baltimore, May 22nd, 1816 • 

.. DEAR BRETHREN,-Before your Address to Bishop Asbury arrived, that 
venerable man of God was no more, having departed this life in the triumphs 
of faith, on the 31st of March last, in Spousylvania Gvunty, in Virginia. He 
travelled and I aboured till within a few days of his death, and will be long 
remembered with the most lively gratitude by the thousands in our country 
who have been blessed hy hi. mints try . 

.. \Ve rejoice to hear of th .. extension of tbe Redeemer's kingdom among 
you, and by your missionary efforts in distant places: may the time speedily 
come when the uttermo.t parts of the eart" shallbe given to Him for his pos­
session. We have had the plea.ure of receiving our esteemed friends and 
brethren, Messrs. Black and Bennett, your Representatives to this General 
Conference, with whom we have conferled on the state of our Socielies in the 
Canadas; and, after the most mature deliberation, and considering the subject 
in all its bearings, we have finally concluded that we cannot, consisten!ly with 
nllr duty to those Sorietip., give up any part of them, or of our cbapels 10 those 
Provinces, to the Superintendence of the British CtJnnexion. The reasons 
which have led us to this conclusion we will briefly state, and leave you our 
Christian Brethren to judge of their sufficiency: 

"lst. Missionaries were first sent into those Provinces from the Uni:ed 
States, who, through great labours and various suffpring., were instrumental in 
spreading the Gospel, and raising Societies in almost every part of them where 
the English language was spoken. 

"2nd. We have continued in these labollrs and sufferings, and the charge .of 
those Societies for upwards of twenty years. until we have formed twelve C!tr­
cuits, in which there are eleven chapels, which have been regularly 9Upplted 
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with Preachers from the U. States, some of whom have bcen almost entircly 
supported frum our fund.. ' 

.. :lrd, If an applicatinn were made, in time of the late un,h~ppy ~ar, to, the 
British Connexion for a Preacher to be sent to Montreal, yet It \3 beheved, Irom 
evidence Lefore us, that that application was made in a private and unofficial 
manner, by a few individuals, witbout tbe knowledge of tbe Preach"r who wa~ 
then statior.ed -here, or of a majority of the Society; and if nny application 
were made previou,ly, we bad no knowledge of it; and had yon been apprised 
of these circum.tances, we believe you would not have sent a Preacher to tbat 
place. 

u 4tb. It appears evident, from various sources of information, thllt notwith­
standing such application, at least half of the Society in that place at present, 
and a vast majority of the members on the circuit, ill the two Provine"s ear­
nestly desire us still to continue in our Pastoral charge of them; and, although 
we feel truly thankful to our friend. in Great Britain, for their generous aid 
towards building the chapel and parsonage in Montreal, to which you have 
alluded in your Address. yet we cannot suppose that that circumstance entitles 
the British Connexi"n to a claim on thos" houses, inasmuch as it i. presumed 
that their aid was granted under nn pxpectation that they were to be under the 
superintendency and control of the M, E. Church in A merica, as the Society 
in Montreal then wel'e, and agreeably to the Depd of Trust; and, if we sup­
posed it propel' to take this ground. we t.hink it would not be difficult for us to 
make out an equal, if not a superior claim from the sum collected in the U. 
States for tbe sarnA purpose; but thi. we do not urge . 

.. The above reasons. Dear Brethren, have induced us to believe it to be onr 
duty to continue our ministerial labours in the Canadian Provinces; but the 
most forcible of them nil wi:h us, i" the declal'ed wish of a great majority of 
our brethren there to continue nnder our "linistry. This wish, however, we 
are satisfied, does not proceed from any opposition or want of·affection to tbeir 
brethren in Europe, bllt from the greater ease and certainty with whicb they 
think tbey can be supplied by us, in consequence of our contiguity to them, and 
from their attachments to us, as their spiritu,,1 fathe .. in the Gospel; and indeed 
we do consider them as our spiritual children; and if we .e~rr. to be unwilling 
to give up tbe charge of them, do not, Dear Brethren, think it strange: the tie 
is strong. We trust you cannot, you will not entertain un idea tbat, in ou~ 
deCIsion on this subject, we have been in the least influenced by any considera­
tions of temporal profit or ease: if we had, our decision would have been very 
different. Our one object i. the ."lvation of souls, B$ yours also, we doubt not is; 
and we most sincerply hope and pray that this affair may not have any tend ene, 
to diminish in the least that Christian affection and harmony which ha"e hith· 
erto so long and so happily subsisted between us. 'Ve rejoice in our reI atior 
to you as Brethren; and your great and "on stant efforts to spread the Go spel 
of our common salvation, stimulate us to a holy emulation. 

;I Our two brethren, your delegates, have stated that they are not authorizetl t~ 
withdraw the Missionary from Montreal without farther instructions from YOtI. 
If this were done, thete would be no difficulty, we think, of an amicable se~le. 
ment; and, we flatter ourselves, that when you have duly weighed the above 
reasons, you will not hp.sitate to direct tbis measure. The unhappy division 01 
the Society in tbat place has beeu to us a .onrce of great pain; whatever 
causes hav" produced that lamentable event, we wish to be buried in oblivion, 
and to strive in future to heal the breach, and restore peace and unity to thaI 
alRicted Society. 

H Such, very Dear Brethren, are our views of this business; and although we 
have not felt ourselves at liberty to accede to the proI'osals of your Representa­
tive., ,Yet we trust they have had no cause to doubt our brotberly respect aRC! 
affectton both for you and them; and we gladly avail ourselves of this oppor· 
tunity to assure you that, in all things, their deportment among us has been 
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.uch a. becomes the Minister. of Chri,t, and theil' gospel lauou!'s a blessing 
both to us and our people', 

" That the Great Hea? of the Church may overrule altthings for the general 
goo,), an~ endue us all.wlth all heavenly gracl's. and bring us, at last, to inherit 
eternal hfe together, IS, Dear Brethren, the ardent prayer of your American 
Brethren." 

[Signed by the Bishops, by Order and in !>thalf of (he Conference.] 

Resolutions oj the British COllference [somewhere be(n'em 181G and 1820.] 

" lst. Th"t three ndditional 1\li"ionaries shall be scnt W the CIlnanas • 
.. 2nd. That a Missionary from England shall continue to be stationed at 

Montreal. 
'"3rd. That unless the American Conference. in cons:ideration of the assistance 

recei~ed from England toward the erection of the ~I()ntreal chapel, .'Jall vol· 
untanly agree to allow the use of the chapel and the adjoining premises to Ollr 
Missionary and the Society in connexion with him, \\P. recommend to our 
friends quietly to resign the premises t" the American brethren, and to procur" 
other accommodations for themselves. 

" 4th. Tbat, except in the peculiar case of Montreal, our Missionaries shall be 
instructed not to occupy any station actually occupied by our American Breth­
ren, but to employ their labours in tbose pans of the two Provinces which are 
most destitute of the means of instruction and salvation: and not to neglect, in 
connexion with this object, any Pn)\'idential opportunity which may offer to 
them of contributing their efforts toward the conver;iun of the Indian tribes in 
that neighbourhood . 

.. 5tb. Tbat we ""rnestly recommend to our :-'Ii .. ionarie. and Societies in 
Cnnada, carefully to a"oid all disputation, and to cultivate a spirit of brotherly 
affection toward those of the Amer:can Preachers and their Societies in that 
country with whom lhey may have to do. 

"6th. That the Secretaries of the :-'lission CommitteA be directed to commu­
nicate these resolutions to the American Brethren, and to assure them, that in 
continuing to occupy Montre,,1 as one of our stations, we are actuated by a 
conviction of imperative duty. and sincerely regret that there should be evPn 
the appearance of collision and separation between the two Connexions. That 
it was not intended to urge the American Preachers to any ahandonmeot of 
their Canadian circuits and stations in general, but that the appliCDtion chidly 
respected tne particular case of :\Iuntreal; and tr.at we are oat without hope, 
that in that one instance the American Conference will y<'l see it right to make 
some conceesions to our wishes for the sake of peace, alld in order to put an 
end to the unpleasant state of things which now exists at !\fontreaL" 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE WESLEYAN CONFERENCE IN ENGLAND 

IN 1820, AGAINST INTERFERING WITH UPPER CANADA. 

[It is known that the tirst regular Methodist Preachers in the Provinces of 
Nom Scolia and New Brunswick, as well as in Upper and Lower Canada. 
were sent from Conferences in the United States, in accordance wito the wishes 
af IIlr. Wesley and Dr. Coke. The Societies in "'ova Scotia and :-; ew Bruns­
wick were, in' a short time, supplied with Preachers frorn England; but the 
Societies in the Canadas continued under the c,ne of tbe t' nited States Confer­
ence until 1820-in Upper Canada until )A~l. For a number of years Inost of 
the Preachers who labored in the Canadas were Americans; but as it was a 
rule with the United States Conference to employ all British subjects wbo could 
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be obtained as Preachers in the Canadas, the greater part of the Canada Confer­
ence became at length compos cd of Preachers who had been ~orn and brougbt 
up in the British dominions. E"cry member of the Canada Conference at tbe 
present time is a bona /ide British subject. But this was not the case in 1820, 
when the Wesleyan Conference in England agreed to leave Upper Canada to be 
wholly supplied ~y the United States Conference. The principles which the 
English Conference then laid down as the ground of that arrangement are 
unchangeable; but how do they condemn, in tones solemn and awful, the change­
able proceedings of the London Wesleyan Committee in now interfering .. ith 
the work in Upper Canada! If the principles which tbe Wesleyan Conference 
in England embodied and avowed as lIIethodistic and sacred in every part of the 
world, induced them to leave Upper Canada in 1820 under a foreign eccleGiastical 
juri.sdiction, how do the Committee in London stand condemned by their own 
previously avowed principles, and bow must their proceedings be reprobated by 
every howlfablc mind, in breaking the bonds of Methodistic unity in Upper 
Canada in 1810, and in attempting to establish separate congregations here, when 
the Societies are under the jurisdiction of a Briti.h Conference within the Pro­
vincel We will insert the proceedin~s and resolutions of the Wesleyan Confer­
ence in England without further nole or comment. 'Ve copy them from the 
third volume of Dr. Bangs' IIistory of the M. E. Church in America, recently 
published.] 

Extract from the Address of the lVesle.'1an Conference in England in 1820, 
.. To the General Superintendents of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America." 
.. Tbe resolutions on tbe disputes in the Canadas were adopted after a calm 

and patient consideration of the case, in which we were greatly assisted by 
Mr. Emory. We IlOpe that they will lea<l to a full adjustment of those dis­
putes. and that tile affection which exists between the two connections general­
ly will extend itself to the brechren and sodetie. in the Canadas. This is the 
disposition wbich we shall earnestly inculcate upon those under our clue in 
those provinces, ant! we have full confidence that the same care "ill be taken 
by you to extinguish every feeling contrary to love among those over whom you 
have control and influence . 

.. \Vith earnest prayer> for you, dear and honored brethren, in particular, on 
whom devolve the general direction of the affairs of tbe great body of Metho­
dists in the western world, and labors so severe, but 80 glorious,-that you 
may be filled with wisdom for counsel, and strength to fulfil the duties of vour 
great office ;-and also praying that all your churcbes may have rest, and walk. 
ing in the fear of the I,or<1, and in the comforts of the Holy Ghost, be abund. 
antly multiplied, we are, dear brethren, yours most affectionately in Christ 
Jesus, 

.. Liverpool, August, 1820." 

.. JABEZ BUNTING, Pre.idmt, 
GEORGE MARSDEN, Secretary • 

Resolutiolls of the Conference referred to il£ tke above extract from the 
Address to the American C07lference. 

" On the subject of the unpleasant circumstances which have occul't'ed ir 
the Canada, between the A meriean preachers and our missionaries, referrec: 
to tbe conference by the missionary committee in London, with tbeir opiI:iol 
that Upper Canada shall be left in possession of the American brethren, aIK 
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that our mIssIonary exertions shall be confinerl t" .the I.ower Province, this 
committee recommend to the conference the ~ f h alloptlOn 0 t e folio wino a princi­ples and arrangement.:-

"1. Th~t, as .the American Methodi.ts and o""elves nrc but one body, it 
fDould be .ncon .. st~nt !""/~ O1/r "nI'y, and dml{(crollS to that affection whieh 
ought t? ch~racterl=e 118 ITl every plnce, 10 hrll.:e different socidies and con~ 
K,regatt,ans ~n the snme tOlOns ana vil1ag/'s, or to allow {If any intrusio 0 
e,t/uT sit;f,e 'tnto ca.ch ot lu r's labors. n n 

"2. 1'krzl this prinei"lc .hall he the ,.,de hy which the rli'p' te 
isting in the Crllltulns, l,cllf'rl]n oU?'missilmaries shall be trrm" .,' ,slnow ex-

"3 Th h . I d ' , '" e, . . at t e SImp est an most effectual manner of carrying this rule into 
efTect appears to us ~o be. to accede to the SUl;gcstion of the American conrer­
ence, that ~h.e Am:rI~an b~ethren shall have the occupation of Upppr Canada, 
and the ~rltls~ mISSIOnarieS t?at of Lower Canada, allowing sufficient time 
for carrylnE;" th .. arrangement Into efTect, with all po,gible tenderness to exist. 
ing prejudice,S ~nd con~icting interests on both sides, the arranqement to bo 
compl~ted wIthin a perIOd. to be fixed a." eady a. po"ible by the missionary 
comml~tee. But ~hould Insuperable dIfficulties occur in the attempt to exe­
cute thIS plan, (whIch, however, we do not anticipate,) either party shall be at 
liberty to propose any other mode of accommodation which shall assume- as 
it, basis the great principle laid down in the first of these ,.eselutions and 
tlJkich we are of opinion should be held most sacred ilL every part ;f the 
tlJorld. 

"4. That if hereafter it shall appear to any of our brothren there, either 
British missionaries or Amprican preachers, thnt any place on either side the 
boundary line, now mentioned, needs r~Jigioug help, and present~ a favorable 
opportunity for IIsefulnes", the case shall be referred by the Canada district 
meeting to the General Conference, or by that body to the Canada district; 
end if either shall formally decline to supply tbe pl~ce on their own side th .. 
boundary. then the other shall be at liberty t,) supply the said place, without 
being deemed to have violated the terms of this friendiy compact. 

"5. And it shall be explioitly understood in this arrangement, that each 
party shall be boun,-{ to supply with preachers all tho,e stations and their de­
pendencies which sball be relinquished hy each of the connections, that no 
place on either side shall snstain any loss of tbe ordinances of religion in con­
sequence of this arrangement. 

H 5. That the missionary committee be directed to address a letter to the 
private and official members, trustee~, &c., under the care of oor missionaries 
in Upper Canada, informing them of the judgment of the conference, and af. 
fectionately and earne.t1y advising theln to put themselves and their chapel. 
under the pastoral care of the r\ merican preachers, with the su!;g-estion of 
such considerations, to incline them to it, as the committee may judge most 

proper. .. h II d' • '1 I "7. That the bishop. of the AmerIcan connectIOn s a Irect a sImI ar et-
ter to the private and official members, trustees, Sec .• under .the care of th" 
American preachers in the province of Lower Canad~, requ,:.tl.ng :~em,~o put 
themselves nnd their chapels under the care of the Bntlsh mISSIonarIes. 

II Copy oJ a letter of imtructions from the Missionary Committ~e in Lon­
do ... to the Rev. lIfe8.<r8. R. Williams and the other Brttzsh m,.stOnane6 
in the PrOtJinces of Ca1ta.da. 

"DE~R BROTHER ·-Herewith we transmit you a copy of resolutions, 
pa..aed at our late co~fereDce, on the subject (If the disputes which havo un· 
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happily exi.t£'d betwc£'n our American brethren nnd us, relative to our missions 
in Canada. . 

" The preceding resolutions are general, and refer ~o the renew~~ of the m­
t~rcour.e, uy personal depu,ration, bc~ween the. A mencan and Bn~lsh ~onfer­
ences by the visit of Mr. Emory. "e have given you the resolutIOns In fuU, 
that you may sec tbat we have recognized tbe principle that the Methodist 
hody i. ONE througbout the world, ~nd that therefore it. members nre bound 
to cordial ntfection and brotherly unIOn. 

" The resolutiuns of the committee, passed some time ago. and forwarded 
(or your guidance, prohibiting any interference with the work of the Ameri­
can bret),ren, WOGld show you thtlt the existence of collisions between us and 
thetm gave us serious concel'n, anel that thp. committee were anxious to remove, 
as far ns they. at that time, were acquainted with the circumstances, every 
occasion of dispute. ., 

,. Cel'tain!v the case of ~r"ntreal chapel was one which we could never JUS­

tify to our ~inds, and the committee have in many instanccs had but a par­
/iallmawledge of the real religious ,aants of the Upper Province, and of 
it. means of supply. The only reason we could have for increasing the num­
ber of missiona,ic" in that pro\'ince was, the pre.umption of a strong necessi­
ty. arising out of the destit.ute condition of the inhabitants, the total want, or 
too .. reat distance of mintsters . 

.. "On no ot.ker ground could we apply money raised for missionary purposes 
for the supply of preachers to Upper Canada. The information we hafJe 
had for two Yclars past has all "cn'ed to _/tOlD that the number of preaclteTB 
employed there by the Al1teTican buth,'en ",as greatu than we had atfir8t 
supposed, and IDas constantly increasing . 

.. To us, tberefore. it now appears, that though there may be places in that 
proYince whicb are !lot visit ... d, they are witbin the range, or constantly com­
ing within the rnnge, of th~ extended American itinerancy: anel that Upper 
Canada does not present to our effort'! aground so fully and decidedly mi •• ion­
ary as the Lower Province, where much less help exists, and /l great part of 
the .population i. involved i" Popish Superstition . 

.. We know that political reasons exist in many mind8 for supplying even 
Upper Canada. as far as possible, with Briti.h missionaries: and however 
natural this feeling may be to Englishmen, and even praiseworthy, when not 
carried too far, it 1l·ill be obvious to you that t/tis is" ground on which. as a 
missionary society, and especially as a society under the direction of a com­
mittee which recognizes as brethren, and one 'll:ilh itself. the American Me­
fkodists, ,De cannot act . 

.. 1. Because, as a missionary society, foe cannot lay it down as a principle 
that those whose object is to ronvert the world shall be prevented from seek­
ing and saving souls 1lnder a foreign go'Cernment,fo!F ue do 'Iot th1., regu­
late our 01cn efforta . 

.. 2. To act on t/tis principle 100uld be to cast an odium 'Upon our Ameri­
~an brp.thren, as though they did not conduct themselves peaceably under tke 
Britiah government, 'Which is, we beliete, contrary to thefaet. 

"3. That if any particular exceptions to this Christian and submissive con­
duct ~ere. on their pa~t, to occur, wa have not the least right to interfere, UD­

less, mdeed, the AmerIcan coflference obviously neglected to enforce upon the 
off~ndin~ par~j'<'8 its o,,:n disci~line. lIpon any political feeling which ma, 
e:mat, eIther .n your mtnd. or In the m.nds of a party in any place. we cannot 
therefore proceed. Our objects are purely spiritual, and our Americt.n 
brethren a"fl ourselves are one body of Chri,ttan" sprung from a common 
stock, holdIng the same doctrines, enforcing the same discipline, and striving 
in common to spread the light of true religion through the world. 

': In confo~m,ity with t?ese views, 'We have long thought it a reproac", and 
dozng more tnJur,!/. by dtsturbzng tke harmony of the two connection" tTlan 
could be counterbalanced by any local good, that the SAME CITY 08 TOWIt 
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""auld .Bee Twa CONGREGA",:IONS, ann TWO SOCIETIES, and TWO P!tEACItER~. 
p.r0fesslOg tbe same form u~ Chrisli:,nity, and yet thu. proclaiming themselves 
rIvals to each odler, and, 1n s~m('! lnstances t invadin~ eack other's socieliel1 
a1td ckapel8, and tkus 'ProdUCing IInT/!lfeeli,,!:s. The purp"'cs of ('llch, we 
a~ ready to allO\~', h.avc bee~ ~nod, though mistakf':n; and "'e ra.ther blame 
.ourselves ~or ,not flaVin; fl?tal~ed n:-0re accurate information 00 some pnrticu. 
ta!s, than Intima.te nny dlssatlsfartlon with the mi.:~ionaries in llJe Canadas, 
wah wbo~e f.eal anll lahors \V~ Ita"I! ~o much reason t.o be ~aLisfied .. 
• "A part of t~e evil has also ari,.n from the want of personal communica­

tlon, by de~lJtatton, between the two conference_. now happily established. 
~hese cr.>nslderatton' had long and seriously occupied our minds Lefore the ar­
rival of Mr. Emory, charged by the (J!'n~ral America'] Conference to bring 
these matters u~der. our con~idl>rallOn. The committPc. previous to the con­
ference, went WIth hIm fully. Into If". oiscu«j"n of the disputes in the Canadas, 
and recommended tho.e prlDcipl~s of adjustment which the conference, after 
they hod been referrpd to a special committpe during the time of its sitting, 
adopted, Rnd which we now Iran~mit to all the hrethren in the Canada statIOn • 

.. YOlt ,"ill considerlkese resolutions as lite fruit of a ,"cry ample inquiry, 
an.l of serious deliberalion . 

.. None of the principles here adopted by us do indee<l go farther than to 
prevent interferen!"'!' with pach othpr's labor:-; nmntl~ the American nnd British 
missionaries, and the ,~ctlillg up of t allar against altar,' in. tlie same city, 
town or village; hut, knowiJi~ that circum::;tanccs of irritation exist, and that 
too near a proximily might, thlOUgh thf' infirmity of human naturf", lead to a 
violation of that union which the conference has deemed a matter of para­
mount importance to maintain, we have thon,ght it best to ndopt fl geographical 
diVision of the labor of each, and that the l"pl'er Provincc should be left to 
the American brethren, and lite Lou'er to you. The Tt'Rsons for tbis are, 

.. 1. Tbat the Upper Province is so ndc'1uately supplied by the American 
conference as not to present that pre~sing case of necessity wnich will justify 
our exppnding 0ur funds upon it. 

"2. That Mr. Emory I,,,s cngn~.d that itA full supply by American preach-
ers shall be, as far as po,gible, attend",1 to. 

u 3 That this mea:mre at once termihates the di:;;pute n~ to Montreal. 
.. 4. That it will prevent collision WIthout sacrifice of public good. 
"5. That LowL~r Canalh. demand3 our efforts rather than Cpper, as being 

more destitute, and the labors of the brethren there being more truly mis.ior.­
ary. 

"A transfer of societies and piaces of preaching will of course follow. 
Our societies in Upper Canada nrc 10 be put under the care of the American 
brethren; their.;; in the Lower Pro\'lncc nntler yours . 

.• It is clear that L'>is, under all circumstance" will require prudent and wise 
management, nnd we nepcncl upon you to carry the arrangement into effect in 
the same spirit of kindness nnd tpmppr in which the question has Leen deter­
mined by the conference and :'Ilr. Emory . 

.. Feel that vou are one with your American hrethren, embarked in the same 
great cause, a~d eminently of the same religious family, Rnd tbe little difficul­
ti"s of arrangement will be casily surmounted; alld if any ",arm spirits 
(t.kick is probable) rise up to trouble '!Iou. remember that you are to aet 
upon tke great principle sanctioned by Ike conferellce,. and not upon "!cal 
prejudices. The same ad vices Mr. Emory has pledged hllnself shall be gtven 
to the American preachers, and you w dl each endeavor to transfer t.he same 
spirit into the societies re.pectively. When the preachers recogntze each 
other BS brethren, tbe people will naturally fall under the influence of the same 
feeling. . . . 

H We have appointed our respected .brethren, M~ssrs. Wllham~ Bnd HIck, 
who are to choose as an associate a tlllrd preacher In full connectton, to meet 
an equal number of preachers to be appointed by the American bishop, who 

• 
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.hal1 agree upon the time In w hlcb the chapels and societies shall be mDtually 
transferred, and tbe arrangement. of the conference be curried into eITeet. 
The place of the meeting they arc to fix for their mutual convenience, but the 
meeting is to be held as early as possible after the receipt of the instructions 
of the committee, that the report of the final adjustment of the a!fair may ap­
pear in your next district minutes. 

" \\' e conclude with our best wishes for your personal happine •• and DAefHI­
cess. May you ever go forth in the • fulness of tho bles.ing of the gospel or 
peace,' Bnd bp made the honored instruments of winning many souls to the 
knowledge and obedience of the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

" \Ye are, dear brother, yours very affectionately, 

"Wesleyan Mission Honse, 77 Halton l 
Garden,23d Augu,t, 1820." 5 

"Jos. TAYLOR, 

RICHARD WATSON, 

Secretaru$.. 







THE ~PECIAL ('0.\ FE Im.\CE, 

From the Chrislian Guardian of ;-';U\' 4th. 

In ~OUl" last WP gal C~ a I)rid' gt'IH'rai vil'W or tlte pro('jTdings of the ~pt'cial 
'Conlerence of onr (,hmeh dO\\,11 to Tuesday lIi;ht; a"d we now add, that 
on \\'ednc.day nighl, al haU:I'''<1 ,,1""'11, il terlllinaled il< "illings. 31any 
subjec~ cmue uutif-'r eOJlsideratioJl 011 that day, and rp:-olulioJls I'a""",lof 
great Illlportance tu the prl'';;I'llt po...:jtioll and prp..;p,'d:·' of the ,r,' .. I"Y:11l 
Methodist Chmch in Ca""da. Thl' 1:,,\'. '1'110111;0, "'hit..!",,,d (iu the ,~ilh 
year of hi. age and ~,:lrd of hi, )lini,tl'j) \Va._ ell'l'led 1'" .. id'·lIl fur the pre­
sent Conrt'rt'lH't' }I',lr; and sitch alteration..., W('JY mad,' ill thl' :-'t:llioll"; ;L"; onr 
pre8ent Cil·Clllll .... t:lll('c .... J"I·'JI.in·. \'·e hu\'c UHt .... "·we at pn'..;('ut for the puo.. 
lication orlnore of the proct'l'djfl';;~ thau what Ila\ e iUllw'diate n·r"fl'lIf'f' to 
the secessioll li'OlIl our uudy uf ""rtaill Preache .. ", the resolntiun, 1",,,ed 
founded 011 the proceedings uf the 1:II!:ii,h ('o"J(,rence, and the It",·. I:!!.'r­
ton It)'",."o,,·, speech in reply 10 a I""nphl"t jn't 1'lluli"h,'d hy lhe Rev. 
,.\Iessrs. Stinson and J{idw) , :'f r. I:},'r~ulJ ' ... ~i'l"Tit is publi:;hed in compli­
ance with the IIllallimon:-; fI'f].T1csl of the COII/,'n'w'('; and \\l' I la\'(' nl) 
douht willue cOllsidered Loy the pllblic all enlin' rcfutalioll uflhe unguarded 
and Imtme statelllents luade in that palllphiet. This \\.' deem it. The 
Preachers who h:n t' lID'" :-;(,t:t'd"d and l"l'(,t'i\'eu q·rtifieatp ... of dl;lral'tt'r and 
standing at their OWII fl·IJlIt·;..;t. are, tlIP He\'. )Ie"::-f . ..:. t'a"w. E. E\':lllS, J. 
Douse, n. Slight, .\1. Lan!!', (a ""'III!"''' of the 1:",,,li,h ('olll;' .. CIll·", ) J. ilinr­
ri.-, T. Fa\\'cett, \\',llialll l' .. ott,.I. !.lrnei<, J. (;. :lbnly, ('. ll. (;""dri,'h. and 
E. Stolley. H'" ,h,,11 pn·."'lIt the ,lIb,lalIl''' of ",/tat tll<',I' ,aid before the 
Conference on their ft·,,,,i~nill~! ju!"t :--0 fur a~ it apl'lips to their ~I'paration 
frolll our Church. Be,i,!.·, till'''' hr<'lhrell, lh,' Il,'\'. 31,·,,1',. "-. :-;1('"r and 
J. Sunday sent a request for ("·rliti"at(','. alld it was t1n<lcr,tood that t\\'o or 
three Preachers 011 trial wi"hed to Jcal'e the COllllexion. The separation of 
these brethren ('a,,,", Il.' n'gret; bill, on the other halld, Ihe interposition of 
the God of Methodism at this wry tillle tills liS lI'ith ;:Iadnc"s; for we arc able 
to say, in filling lip the stations it II'," found that a numher of yOI1I1!; men. 
pious and intelligPllt, offered tlwlIl-.,I"".- for ollr work. 1'" that the whole 
field is, at this 1Il0mellt, slIppli.,d with efficient labourers. This" ellcourag­
ing, and, With other favourable cirClIlIlslanl'(·'. ""'ites our !!ratitude to God, 
who wiU, as he has hilherto, hlp", u,;. III report ill;! what the different ureth, 
ren said, we repeat, we pn''''llt the SIIbsL'lIH"" and ,hall ,la"d correrten for 
;,tny evident inaccllrat'·;l· ... which Inay o(,cllr ill nllt :-.td:.'Olf"llt .... 

a 
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Mr. CASE "aid, 1 ",i,1I to cOllllllullicate to my brethrcllmy intentions a., to 
my future progress, lind to a"k pf'rtnis"iou to resign my ,;tauding among them. 
I do not design to make a speech, having uever bl'ell accudtomed to long 
addresse", I nevcr acquired the habit. J\I y feelings are more than I can 
exprc,", I do not retire from want of affection to my "r"thren. I see from 
the Resolutions we may be agitated again. My mind i, dt>eply impressed; and 
I wish to be relieved from my pr""ent situation. I ask to be transferred from 
this Conference to the British Cunferellce. It i, wellimown what my views 
have long beeu. I do not wi"h my motives to be miscoIL,trued. I have 
stood long "Hough to ('ullviuee the brethren I am "incere. Let not my 1116-

tit)cs be impugned. It is my determination to continue in the work amongst 
the Indians; but I have two thing. to "hoose-one, tu olrer myself to the 
Methodist Church in the ~tates, ur join the J\Ii.,.,ionary Committee. My 
partialities are for thl' States; all my relations are there; bnt I have spent 
thirty years in the work in Cauada. I feel flllly prepared to say, that the 
people in Canada are among the be"t people in the world. If divi"ion takes 
place among them, they d"';{'r\'e a better fate. I do not design to make 
divisions in Societies. I doubt not if you give your whole heart to the work, 
it will prosper. I sincI'rely hope and pray the work will go on. I prefer 
the British Conference nnder the pn'",nt circulll,tance,;. I cannot, as bro­
ther Jones said at the Hallowell Conference, agree with all they do. I ad­
mire their system; howe,'cr, I do 1l0t approve of all their proceedings in this 
matter. God has blessed their lahour., in the cOllversion of the heathen, and 
I believe He has committed the conversion of the Indian Tribes in Briti~h 
North America into their hands: not that they shall make divisions. The 
Hndson Bay Indians are said to be a hundred thnn"und, all speaking Chip­
pewa. 'Ve can render essential service,.; ill that region. The,e are my mo­
tives for engaging in the North American :lIission. I respect the hrethren of 
the Canada Conference. I therefore hope my brethren will give me a trans­
fer to the British Conference. 

[Mr. E. Ryerson observed, that if the views expressed by l\Ir, Case, that 
divisions ou/{ht not to he made in our Societie.R. and that the labours of the 
Wesleyan Missionary Committee in Londou shonld be directed to the con­
version of the Aboriginal Indian Tribes; or as AIr. CaRe expressed himself to 
a Committee last evening, that he believed G "d had given the people in 
Canada to the Canada Preacher,;, but the heathen tribes to the British Con­
ference; if these views had been acted upon by the Committee in London, 
no collisions or misunderstandings would have ensued; we should have 
readily acquiesced in those views; the present state of things would have been 
prevented; and the harmony of lIIethodism would have been maintained.] 

Mr. EHNS announced his intentio;) to leave the body. He felt indebted to 
the brethren; and he entertained a most cordial and brotherly feeling to most 
of the members of the Conference. To those with whom he differed in his 
views, he said he wished no ill. He wished to live in peace with all the 
brethren oft~e Conference. He did not wish his motives to be impugned. 
So far he SUld he had been honoured by his brethren. It was not from 
pecuniary motives or considerations he left the Conference. He had seen 
pledges ?roken by l\Ir .. Ryerson: he expected no better attention to be given 
to them m future. WIth expressIOns of regard and affection, he begged to 
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with tillS body, and d,·,ired a cl·rllli,·>!te of his characlt'r . 

. Mr. DOl"F saiel his relatinn to thc (·"",,d.\ C'nllfercllcc was of a peculiar 
kl~l!J. II .. Was a missionary ,ent ont to this cOllntry by the :\[i',iollarr Com­
nnttee. He had Ion!!; bel'n di"atisfied with the proceeding, of the Canada 
Conference, and rt'fern'd to the re,olntioll' J"""'" in l·~:li. whell he affirmed 
the first fatal blow was ,tmck at the Union. Had the Fnion continued, 
~nless a dlifen·nt COIU,'" had be"11 p"r>l\l·d. he wonld haVl' left the C"lIl1ex­
IOn. He ,,,k"d a 1't"'olllll1e",lation to the Urilish Conference. For 1Il0st of 
the brethren orthe Canada ('onfen"IC" he "ntprtained a Iwarty esteem; and 
added, had not the organ of tllo' (''''lferl'lHl' done as it 1",,1. I,e should have 
continued. 

Mr. SJ.Jr.HT said hrothcr Don",'.' po,ition was similar to his own; and 
referred to hi., christian experiencc and call to the lIIinistry. Ill' entertained 
a cordial good will to n\",t of the nH'",Ill"', 01' thi.' COI;ferencc. I1is wi.h 
was to retire and hay!' a trall . ..;jl'r. 

Mr. L,'(r, infornwd thp brethrPll I,,· ,hould haye Rpoken first, but as a 
memher of the nriti,h (' ollfpn' III'" he did not think it II "('P.'''!rl' . He re­
F;igned as Chairnmn of the lh.\· flf (luinte Di"trict, (''.:prp",ing hi~~esteem for 
the hrethren; adding he had dOlIl' hi, he.;t to "'1'1''' the ("Ulada Conference 
while he had heen cOllllected with it. 

1\[r. N'mH" felt under the painfuln"cl·"it.'" ofaRking a tranRfer. Jtwas about 
fOl1rteen y .. ar, ,in"" his first connection with this COllf"rellce. He deplored 
his I1nfilithfulness; ,Iill h .. had don .. hi.s best to "'rn' the hOlly. 'Vhatever 
might be thought of hi. motin,s, I", "lIt"rtailled a warm alfectioll for this 
Conferenr... III' said he ha,1 not determined 011 hi, fllture COliN'. except to 
offer lu,,,,, .. lf to till' Briti,h ('onf,·\'I·'II"·. lIe a,k"01 a recolllmendation to the 
British Conference in ('a'" they ""I\lId a('cept him. lIe hoped the Lord 
would dU'ect him and make him ust'flli. 

Mr. F.IWCl:TT wi,hed to make a 'imilar re'lllest to be transferred to the 
British Conf"rt'ncp. J [ .. ,tated the ,·ircnnrslallf·,·s nnder which he came from 
England to this country. and of hi., heing tak"11 into the ministry by the Ca­
nada Conference. lie had an affection tI)r all the brethren of this Confer­
ence; he loved thpllI all. 

Mr. 'V. f'lCOTT did 110t think it nec,,"a'T to Ray milch. Tlwre were membel'll 
of this ContO'\'I'II"" Ii" \\'hom he had contracted till' warmest affection. lIe 
"poke of his conl'ersio" in England, and of hi, coming to the States, and 
then tn Canada. Hi, prefe,'p]II''' \\'a,for ('anada. tholl!!h certain cirt'llmstan­
ces had dptai'lPd hilll ,nll,e time at 1\',,\\,-York. He said it would he remem­
bered he came to Upper Canada tI,al he might haye a closer comlcxion with 
the Briti,h COnfl'r"lwP. II ... after sOllie other remark.,. "'pr"",i\'e of his re­
gret at the present position of affai". begged Ie aye to tender his resignation 

MR. BROCK said his fCl·!in.!r' w,'re ,,"ch as he nc,"er expected to have. He 
rose to request a ("'rtificate of character; remarking brethren had gone from 
this Conlprence ou ditl;'rput account.,. II .. wi,hed to go away because he 
did not wish to contend. II .. callie a ,Iran~"r to till' Province, and had la­
boured witll this ('olJl;,,.ence; and now was doomed to be ,pparated from 
the brethren with wholll he thought he should 10:1\'1' lived and died. He said, 
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I want 110t tn rontcn(1 with thr nritish Confer,,""(> ; and were I di~po.ed, I 
.houl<l be blallll'd hy my },,,,thn'n. I (,:Il1not rio it: ;\1 ... Brocl{\\'as mnch af­
fected and pansed. WhCll-

[Mr. E. RY"rsoll ('mphatically said, 'Vo hu",' I~O intention to ~urry hostili­
ty into the Briti.h Confi'n'llel' nor to in:crfer: With .thelr worl( m any way. 
The ground in Upper Canada was onrs, and Iftlll'Y mterfered, they, not we, 
would be responsihle for the contention which would "I"ne.] 

Mr. Brock went on to say, he could not contend, he could not oppose the 
British COl1.f,·rPlwe nor the 'Canada Conferellf't'. If .. cOIIMI""\'e the COIlI1-

try. He owed his conyersion not to the English Methodisl~, nor to the Ca­
nadianMethodi<ts, bllt 10 ;\Ir. ,resl,,),,s worl". If contentIOn would cease, 
he would retum to this COllfi'n'nce to labour with them. If the line between 
0111' labour, and the labonrs of the :llissionaries could be arawn, he would 
not go. II.· areatly r("I'('('tl',1 his hrethl'ell of the Cauada Conference. Ht'I 
asked a trall-li'r to tht' British Conference. 

MR. IIfA".V dl4'ri,lu'd no f('('ling to any lllellllJl'r of the Canada Confer­
ence hut brotherly love. He did not wish to be arrayed against the British 
ConferCll(·e. nor agaill-t this Confcl'f'llce. He should retire from the pro­
\'ince; and asked a certificate of character. 

[The President said he had kiml feelings for the hrethren who had gone 
from lie. He tOllched on the circlIlll,.;(ances attending the separation; and 
added, can this Conference adopt any ot/lI'r course of proceeding in regard 
of the conduct of the British Conference ?] 

Mr. Manly continued: He hoped nothing would be said to impugn hiR 
motives: he disclaimed all that might he alleged against them, and wished to 
retire. 

[Mr. E. Ryerson expressed the opinion that the members of this Confer­
ence had as much reason 10 request those who went out from us not to im­
pugn 0111 motives a" Ihey had "lccpssiYely to request us not to impugn their 
motives.] 

[Mr. Wilson ohserved, I have heen a member of the Methodist Church 
for 41 years. I have ,een a variety of difficulties ill this province. Many 
partiee have risen up, and had their day. All this time I have kept close to 
this Conference, though not without my ,orrows and afflictions. I intend 
still to do so. \'Ve are losing fourte(,ll men. Though in the seventy-first 
year of my age I am willing to lahour with my brethren in any capacity.­
My infirmities have made it lH'e"",ary for me to stand in a superannuated re­
lation; but if I am wanted, I will go anywhere: I am at the service of my 
brethren. I am 36 years a preacher; alld I am not tired yet. God is with 
us. I ofl'er myself; I mean to live and die with these my brethren.] 

I\IR. C. B. GOODERlCH expreso<,,'l a wish to have a certificate of his stand­
ing as he was going to the States. 'Vhat had been done in withholding hiB 
ordination was one rcason for his determining thus. At the Hamilton Con­
ference his mind was wounded. He forgave the brethren, but he conceived 
he had been unjustly treated. Still he bore them no ill will: on the other 
hand, he respected them and wished them well. He begged to be permitted 
to retire from the Conference, not to unite with any body in this country, 
bnt to go into the States. For this reason he hoped his brethren would grant 
him a certificate of character. 
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AIR. R'rn~F.Y F:pokp a fl'W \\"0)"{1:-;. h11t from the di!::tal1f'(' III' Wa~ frol1l 1I~ and 
the lowJl(':-'~ of lii:-; Yoicl? WI' ('nul.l Jlnt catch lii!"O llJt-';tniue. \r t' ""PTe 111_ 

formed he a..:kf~(1 a (·t·rtili(':lIt~ ,of j'har:wtl'r. :ljHl told tbt· ('o~lr"n'III'I', :-.I:ould 
any change tal.;.c plate jn ili:-; vit'\\, . ...:, Ii(' :-·IW~llci :o;;)V so to hi:, brethren. 

\r (' Ij~tened with an iudl" ('ril):tiIIP I'motion to till' ('''pn·~: . ...:ions of attnrhment 
to the father. and brethn'll of II". ('""I,,n'I]("I' h" 11.",'1' whu IIcnt Ollt frolll 
alllong I1S. ". e "'''I'l that hlllllan fmilt)' ,llOulrl ,talHl in the "'al' of lIlIily, 
and while we ('olJ,.:(·il'l1tiol1!--iy diifPI'P.] from tho~t-' takill~. to 11:-:, an ;111\\"1:-:(' 11:" 
parture, we regnrd .. d L .... elll with (I ~illf'l'rp atTeciinn. \\'1' ('aUllot, howPyer, 
let thi~ opportull i ty pa.'" wililfml sa,\ illg-. we W('}"I' !lInch ~l1rpri:O;f'd at tIle IIttt"r 
forgetfulness on tIll' part of f'Yf'l"Y ~p('akjT. of 111(' wain f'oll:-;iocrations ill";p­

parahlt· fr01l1 tIll' f'\Titill!! tI('(':\..;ioll-the ~rj'at awl fmublllt'lltal prillripJes of 
the lI[ethodi~t ""nily throlll(hont I:", worhl; whidl "H' tlto<e of the ('a,,"da 
Conference. 'rll()~'-' prilleiples are klW\Yll, allli tri.'d. ilwlllllc!JaIl7eable,­
At such a tillle 11wy detllalldl·d rt'I'O,!!lli1iflll and a :-wl'u}llIions amI ~olt'mn ob­
servance. The \Vt',~ll'\'all :'I1"thud, ... ! Church in (',III:I,Ja I"; OIH' in doctrine 
discipline, and ~pirit wj'tlt diose of the oll;I'r .,,{·(:tiOIl~ of ~,I ('thodi~m in ever; 
part of the world. TIH'rt' i~ an I1I111roIH'11 OUf'U(,S::;-U OlH'lIf':o'.":, I,·! uS :,ay, forbid­
ding the steps taken by the re<pectl'll brethrell in their prl""lIt ""I'aration : a 
onenl'ss till' Canada ('ollfl'n'Ilf'I' will detennilll'rlh·maint"in. ()'" I'rayen; amI 
our affections go with thO .... l· who go ; and lIIay wi:o'dolll awl grill'!' from on 
high guide their f('('t in a prudent "wlpiol" "'''.I'' ,,'I,il., of those whn slay. 
the choice of our judgnlPllt and our lilli', Wt· '''yo this I'Popl., ,hall be our 
people. and their (;od onr Corl! preferring thi, pra\.r at the throne of 
grace for thenl-;\1 :1," II tl)('y who go forth Wt,t'pillg ht'Hrilig 111't'f'ion~ ~eprl, 
('orne again rejoicing bringing their ~'lll'aH':' with them !" 

RESOLUTIONS OF TIll: co:\I'Tltl:l\'('E ft )j':\DED ON TilE 

PROCEEDIl\'(;S OF TIll: I:;'\(;I.I:-'II CO:-;FUa:i\('E, 

Question !.-\VH.\.T IS THE .J1·nr. .... fJ:\'T OF THE rO\,F)':RE~(,E RF.L\TIl"}: 

TO THE PROCEJ..llfNITS OF 'fH13 '\·"~LEY\'-; ('If\f'FRE\(E J~ E~f.L:\~J) ON' 

THE SUBJECT OF THE I' N IO,'IJ ! 

ARmer I.-That it is a limiter of deep 1'I';::rl't that the authorities of the 

Conference in ElIgland did not think proper to n'f'l'i\ I' and trpat the Repre­

sentatives of this Conference in the manner that Rppr(',pntative~ of Metho­

dist Conferences h"l'!' bel'n illl'arj;,l,ly treatpd h)' till' anthorities in lIIpthodist 

Conferences in every part of the ilIl'1hol\i,ti(' world, and in the manner in 

which the RepIP,Plltatill' of this Conferene(, has been llt'r('lofore treated at 

the Wesleyan Conferences in England, and in the mann!'r in which the Re­

presentatives of the English Coult'n'lIre haY<' been treated by this Confer­

ence. 
2.-That it is deeply to be regretted that the consideration of the Canadian 

. II IT f tl . tere,l. of business, by the English Conference, so es.,enlta y allcc IIlg Ie ID ' 
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Methodi,m and Religion ill this country, IVa' dpferr£'!1 nntil "rtpr three-fonrthg 
of the I1wmher, of the Confcrrnc(' had departed for thpir Circllit •. 

3.-That, a. wa" .11O\\"n by the Representatives of this Conference, in a 
letter addre.sed to the S"(Tctary of the English Conference, and as haA not 
he en denied by ~[essr". Stinson and Richey, in an attempted answer to our 
Representatives, the enumeration of document., and ,tatements which were 
laid before the Committee of the 'Ve,l,'yan Conference assembled at New­
castle-upon-Tyne, appear., to be very dell'ctin' and partial, and calculated to 
convey a most erroneous impression in regard to the proceedings and charac­

ter of this Conference. 
4.-That the allegations contained in the Resolutions of the Committee in 

London, dated April 2!), I M~II, and which were regarded by the authorities of 
the English Conference as " fully proved," are expressly contradicted by 
His Excellency the (; (\\ ernor General of Canada, whose testimony is the 
highest evidence which the nature of the case would adlllit; and the deci­
sion of the al1thoriti,', of the English Conference involH' assumptions of 
power, by confirnling the aforesaid rt"olutions of the London Committee, 
which are incon.istent with the letter and spirit of the articles of the Union 
between the Engli~h and Canadian Conferences. 

5.-That the demand by the authorities of the Conference in England, 
.. That the continuation of the Govennllt'nt grant to the \Vesleyan Missiona­
ry Society be cordially assentet! to, and supported by our Upper Canadian 
brethren, eun if its paymcnt should be ultimately transferred /0 tlte Clergy Re­
se",e Fund in tltat Pro~illcc;" and their requiring the Rev. Egprton Ryerson 
to write a letter to Lord John Russell, II requesting that its regular payment 
may be continued," is unfounded in any obligations arising out of the Union; 
as it WaB lIevpr understood or intended that thiA Conference or any of its 
members should advocate either the re,toration or continuance of any grant 
or grants made by Govemment to the "'e,]eyan Missionary Society. 

6.-That the desire and determination Oflhi, Conferp,nce that" the Chris­
tian Guardian shall entirely ahstain from all party political reasonings and 
discussions," appear not only to have been fLllly ('xpressed by our Represen­
tatives, but also to have been admitted hy the English COllference as satisfac­
tory, as they state-" 'Ve are rno,t happy to perceive timt one of these reso­
lutions which determines that the Christian Guardian shall cease to be a poli­
tical paper, and shall be confined to purely religious and literary subjects and 
articles of religious intelligence, is to that extent satisfactory." 

7,-That the requirement by the autllOrities of the \Vesleyan Conference 
in England, that the official organ of this Conference should II admit and 
maintain" the duty of cid goverJ1Illents to employ resources at their di~po­
~al to snpport religion, as an acknowledged principle of Wesleyan Metho­
di/nn, is incompatible with the original articles of the Union, as declared by 
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the Representative, uf the I:lIg1is" ConferelJ("e at the time the l'lIion Will' 

comummated and as illllstrated by tllI'ir co.operation with this (' onferenc!! 

from 1833 to It':n 'Vhatever opiniolls may be ,,"tertained of the principle 
of Church Establishments in the ab"tract, tile a(hocacy of the "pplication of' 
it to this cOlmtry by the official organ of this Conference is, at le'''t, inexpe­
dient-involving as it does a wide field of politi"al ui,cussion, and calcnlated 
to produce much contention and divi,ion amongst the people-and especially 
as Jllr. 'Vesl,·) himself and his Cunferencc regarded a l'iational Church a" 

having no ground in the New Testalllent, but as being" a merely political 
institution. " 

8.-That the "<;lIml'tion by the ,re"leyun Conr.·rence in England of the 
right and power of an "official influence" and" effi('ir'nt direction" over the 
.. public proceedings" of this Conference, is repngnant to the express pro· 
visions of the Articles of Union, whi"!l declared that the" righl. and privile­
ges of the Canadian Preachers aud ~"cieti,'" ,I,,'uld be preserved inyiulate," 
and is inconsistent with the obligations and n"ponsihilities ofthi,; Conference 
to the Societies and work providentially committed to its pastural oversight. 

9.-That the avowed dissolution of the Union by the Engli,h Conference 
on the ground of the non·compliance of our R"l,r .. sentatives with require. 
ments and assumptions not anthori<eri by the Articles of the l'llion, is a plain 
and lamentable violatiou of >olclllllly ratitied obligations to this Conference 

and to the '''esleyan Methodi,t Church in Canada. 
]O.-That this Conference 1'1'1111',>1:; agaiust the ;U,·thodi,tic or legal right or 

power of the Couference iu England to di,soIYe, of its o\\'n accord, articles 
and obligations which have been entered iuto with this Conference by mutual 

consent. 
n.-That in till' foregoing exprr,sions of ounie\\'" and feelings relative t17 

the proceedings of the authorities of tile 'VeslPyan Conference in England, 
we disclaim any illlputation UI'0U their character or motives. It is their .~CTS 
only of which we complain. ,\' e rejoice to know that the great majority of 
the members ha"e taken no part in these procI'''''III~'' of the authorities of 
the English Conference; and we deem it alil<e our duty and ollr privilege to 
esteem them as fatllers and brethren in thl' ~Iiuistry of the \Vord and in the 

Church of our Lord Jesus Chris\. 

Questwn 1I.-'VIIAT IS THE Jl'IlG"EST OF THIS ('o~rElU:SCF: ON THE 

ESTABLISHMENT BY THE '''ESLIT'S 2\IISSlOURY ('''lDIITTEE IS LOSDoN 

OF S};PARATE CO.'llCiREGATJU~S AND Sot:IETIES WiTHIN THE BOUNlJ.-\'RIE~ or 
THE WESLEYAN )h;T'lUlJIST CHURCH IS UPPER CAS.IDA 1 

Answer I.-The adoption of sllch a course of proceeding is slIbversive of 

the great and sacred principles of .\ll'lhodistic tmity, as laid down by. the 
Venerable Wesley hilIl,elf, and as has heretofore been formally aud officml~y 
and practically recognized by the Wesley,m Conferences in England and ID 
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the United :-;[al\'s. Tlte followillg extract.~ frolll tlte :'t/inutes of the Engli.h 

\Vesleyall COllfert'lH"e, held ill Liverpool, Angnst, l,o"!II, and .igned "JABE1. 

BUNTING, Prc~idtllf," and "GEORG~ 4'Lo\.li.~DEN, Secretary," contain au ex .. 

plicit state me lit uf tlil'.'" priucipk':-

U On the subject of tht~ Ilnplea:;:.ant circumstances ~hi~h hl~\'e occurred in die 
Cnnadas belwl'l'lI the Arnerit'all I'l'cacllPJ':50 nntl our mh.'qtlnarH",~,.rt'fer.re.d to the 
('.onf~l'enc~ by the mis~ionary committl'c in Londun, ~\'itli thClr oplOlon that 
Upper (;anaJa shall be left in p",sc"iun of the A nWrlc"n b,retht'en, and th?t 
our mjs~iontlt'y exertiulI:5 sima ua CUllfilll'd to the Lower P. fJVl.n('e, t~lIs .comnnl" 
tee recommend to the conference the adoption uf the followmg prlllclpies alld 
arrangemf'llts :-

"\. That, as the Aml'ri()all :\lethodists anel ourselves are but one body, if. 
'll'o1.tld be inruJt.sislenl 'lflllt our unify. 1.1llrl rlang(n'Olls to that (lffection 'Io/tick 
ought La c/tar!!ctt!ri=c liS iTl, eoerYI,lacc, to have dijrerrnl 8ociet~es fl71~l COll,­

grL'galiflns in the same [OU'US and villages, or to allow of any tnirunon 071. 
either ... ide into each a/hilT's labollrs. 

"2. Tit,,! tltis priMi!'!!! shall be tbe ruie by which Ill!' disputes n010 e:cill­
i7l,~ in the Cauadas, between our miS,f;lOllarie.", shall be teTmi1tat~d. 

'-It 3. That the simpk~t and most. f'ITrctuul mannpr of (~nrrying this rule into 
effect apl',~ars to Ud tu Lw, to acceJe to the sug~l'~'iOI1 of the American confer­
encf', that the Amf'rican brethn'n shall ha\'n Ihe occupation of llpper Canada, 
and the llriti ... il missionaries that of Lowl'!" Canada, allowing suflicient lime 
for carrying tlli~ arr'iugernerlt into ('fieet, \\ ith all pos~ihle tenderness to exist­
ing pl'cjuciices and cunfli,'! illg intl'J'Psts on bOlh ~itlf's ; the nrrangl'm~nt. to be 
completed within a period to be fixed as t!"r1y as poosil.>l" by the missIOnary 
committee. But shoulo in;;;111lPrflhle clifficlJitie5 occur in the attempt to exe­
cute thi.plan, (which, I,,,,,,,,,,, .. , we do nut anti':ip"te.) either party shall be 
at Iibert.y to propo::1e any otlWI' millIe lIf accommodation which shall assume as 
it. basis the preat 7"i,,[',I"[' laid do'll'" in the first ~r tltese resoiutions, and. 
wltich '1'C nrc of ol,illion ."ould be held most sacred in ever!! part of the 
tDorld . 

•• 4. That if h .... ,."f"'r it shall "ppear to any of our bretbren tbt're, either 
British mis~iona[ics or A mCl'icau preachefs, that any place on p.itJ1f'r side the 
boundary line, now mentioned, need. religious help. and presents a favorable 
opportunity for lIsefulnes •. the case .hoill be ref"rre.1 by tbe Canada district 
meeting to th., General Confel:ence, or by that bo.ly to the Canada district; 
anti if either sball formally Jeciine to sllpply the place on theit· own .ide the 
boundary, then tbe ether shall be at liberly to supply the said place, without 
being deemed to hav" violat~d the terms of this friendly com pact . 

.. 5. And it .hall be eXI'I;citly tlOders'0",1 in this arrangement. that each 
party shall be bound to <opply with preache" all tho<e ,tations and their de­
;>endencies which shall be relinquished by each of tbe connexiolls, that 110 

piace on either .ide ,h,,11 ."stain any loss of the ordinances of religIOn in con­
seqnence of tlji~ arrangemellt . 

.. 6. That tbe missionary committee be directed to arlelres. a letter to the 
prh'atH and official Int-'mbers, tl'udtecs, &~., under tlH~ care of our missionaries­
in Cpper Canada, informing them of the jud~ment of the conference, and Are 
fectionately and earnestly advising them to put themselves and tbeir chapels 
under t.he pastoral care of the .-\ merican preachers, with the sugge.tion ¢ 
such considerations, to incline them to it, as the committee may judge most 
p,'oper . 

.. 7. That th" bi"hops of the American connexion shall direct a sifl)i1.r I ... 
ler to the private and official member •• trustees, &c., tinder the care of the 
American preacher~ in the province of Lower Canarla, requesting them (0 p~t 
lhemselv~s and theIr chapeh under tbe care of the Briti,h missior.arie .... 
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.'l'be ~oll(jwiJlg extracts ofa letter of instructions froll1 the MIssionary Com' 

mlltee In London to their missionaries in the Canadas, signed, .. JOSEPH 

TAYLOR, RICHARD 'VATSON. Secretaries," and dated, "Wesleyan MUsWlt 

House, 77, Holton Garden, London, 23rd Allgust, 1&..!O," fnrnish a clear expo. 

8ition of the application of the above avowed prillcil'les to the case <If Upper 
Canada: 

.. E:ct·racts of a Letter of In8tructi01~s from the Miui01wry Commillee in 
LOMon, to Ihe Rev. Messrs. R. IJ ,lhams alld. the otltcr Brili.k TIIi8Sion­
ari .. ... the Provinces of Canada. 
II DIiAR BROTHER ;-HerE"with "'11 transmit you n copy of ret;OIUlion!ll, 

pas.~d at o.ur late conference, on the subject of the disputes wbicb bave un. 
bapplly eXIsted between our AmeriCan brethren and us lelnti"e to our mis' 
!oions in Canada." ' 

U W.e have giv~n ~'ou the resolUTions in fulL that you tnay see that we have 
tecogmzed the pnnclpl" that the Methodi,t body is ON r througll0ot the world, 
and that therefore Its members are bound to cordial affection and brotherly 
union . 

•• The resolutions of the committee, pass£'d some titne ago, and for"'arded 
fol' your guidance, prohibiting any interference with the work of the Ameri .. 
can brethren, wlluld show you that the existence of collisions bet\lOpen Us and 
them go.ve us serious concern, and that the committee w{'re nnxious to rerho~et 
as far as they. at that time, were acquaintf'd with the circumstancp~, every 
occasion of di.pute . 

.. Certainly t.he cnse of Montreal chapel was one whirh "e roulil nevet jos­
tify to our minds, and the committee have in many instances had but a par­
tial/mowledge of the real religious ,oan/s of Ihe Vpper Province, Q7Id of 
ae. "tea Its of supply. The only reaSO't we could ],ave for incr.asing the num­
ber of missionaries in that province was, the presumption of a st".on~ 1uce"i· 
ty, arising out of the destit"te cond.itio71 of the inhabitants, the total .rant, or 
too great dista1tCe of minis/('rs. 

4. On. no otlter ground could we npply mnnCj' raised for missionary purposp" 
for the supply of preach.rs to Upper Canada. 7 h.e iltformatio71 we have "ad 
for /Ino years past has all .erred to show that the number of preacher. em· 
ployed there by th., Ame"ican brelkrc" 1MB greater than we kad at fir.t 
,uppo8ed, and .na. con.tantly i7lcreasing . 

.. To us, therefore, it now appears, that thou,!!'h tbere may be place. in tbllt 
province which are not \;sited, they are within the r4uge, or constantly com­
ing within the range, of the extended American itinerancy; and that Upper 
Canada does not present to our efforts a ground so fully and decidedly mi.­
sionary as the Lower Province, where milch Ie", heir exists, and a great 
p: .. t of the population is involved in Popish Superstition. . 

.. 'Ve know that politu:al rfflsons exi.t in mlllly minds for supply"', e~eft 
Upper Callada, as flir as po"ihle, with British mission?rir.; and howev"r 
natural this feeiing may be to Englishmen. ami .even praIseworthy, ~b .... not 
earri"d too far, it wilt be obvious to you tkut tillS os a gro,,~d Ol~ w:hock, tu a 
miniotuzry .ociety, and especially as a society u~de~ tke darectlon 0/ a ~tnrI­
mittee whick recogllizes as brethren, o1ld one wtlh .Iself, the Ameru:a .. !Jt-
tla"di6tl, we cannot act_ . . 

.. 1. Because, 8< a missionary society, we ca,,,,ol lay it. down a. a prmnple 
,~ tlao •• whose object i .• to converl the world s"all be preoeJtted fro.". "do i", IJfI/J savillg .ouls under a foreign {ovcrnmwl. for ,n an not thus regu-
1Al. ""'~ MO" .jforts. . . 

"2. To act 0" this trinciple would be to UHI all od,,"n upo" our A .... ".. 
e_ Hethrell, a. "'oug' th!y did ...atrondurt th.m.<elvel pel%ctl%"':1 mlier til, 
BYiti.h ,0ve.,,,,,,e7l/, Ichich i .• , fre h.I,nf. un1rory Ie thefacl. 

p 
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" 3. That if Ilny parlicular exceptions to tbis Chl'istian IlnJ .ubmis!ivp. can· 
-duct were, on theil' part, to occur, we hav~ not the lenst flght to mt{'rfcre, un­
less indeed the American conference obvIOusly neglectpd to enfolce upnn the 
oft'e~ding p~rti"s it< own discipline. l'(H'n any politica.l feeling ,ohica may 
exi.t either in your minds or'" the "u"ds of a party ... any place, we can­
not there/M'e proceed. Ou,' obJects are purely spiritual, and our .America>. 
brethren and oursclus ar~ aile body of Christians, sprung from Il common 
stock, holding the same doctrines, enfurcing the same iliscipline, and striving 
in cOmmon to .prearl the light of true rehgion throu~h the \~orld. ' 

" In conformity with the.e views, we have l01lg thougat zt a re'P~oach, And 
tioing more injury, by disturbing lhc harmony of the two con1le3:.on., than 
cOl/ld be counterbalanced by any local good, that the SAME CITY OR TOWN 
.hould see TWO CONGltEGATIONS, and TWO SOCIETIES, and TWO FREACHIIR!, 
professing the same form uf CIll';stianity, and yPt thus proclaiming thems~lv.e8 
rivals to each other, and, in some in:-;tances, invading each otktr'8 80clet,e. 
and ckapels, and thus producing party /eelings." . 

.. The committee, previous to the conference, went with him fully ~nt~ the 
discussion of the disputes in the Canadas, and recommended those p'~nclp~es 
of adjustment which the conference, after they had been referrl'd to a speCl~1 
committee during the time of its sitting, adopted, and which we now trnnsmlt 
to BI~ tho brethren in the Canada station . 

.. You will consider l"es~ resolutions as the fruit of a very ample inquiry, 
and of serious deliberation . 

.. None of the principles here adopted by us dll indeed go farther than tu 
prevent interference with each otlter's labours amrng the American and British 
missionaries, and the selti1tlJ up of ' altar against altar,' in tke same city, 
toton or village; but, knowing that circumstauces of irritation eKi6t, and that 
too near a proKimity might, through the infirmity of human nature, lead to a 
violation of that union which the conference has deemed a matter of para­
mount importance to maintain, we have thought it best to adopt a geog-raphi­
cal division of the labour of each, and that the Upper Province skould be lift 
to tke American brethren, and tile Lower to yo"." 

.. Feel that you are one with your American bre,hren. embarked in the same 
great cause, and eminently of the same religious family, and the little difficul­
ties of arrangement will be easily surmounted; and if a"y warm spirit'. 
(which i8 probable) rise up to trouble you, remember tkat you are to act 
upon the great principle sanctioned by the cOlifere"ce, and not upon local 
prejudices. " 

2.-That the application of the Scriptural and Methodistic principles stated 

in the foregoing resolution, is, if possible, of more sacred and paramount ob­

ligation in regard to Upper Canada now than it was in 1820-as the Minis­

ters of our Church in this Province were then sent hy the Methodist Confer­
ence in the United States, and were under a foreign ecclesiastical jurisdiction; 
but they are now all bona fide British subjects, and ollr Conference is 88 

much a British Wesleyan Conference as the Conference held in England: 

3.-That upon these Wesleyalland Scriptural principles we take our stand 
aR a body of Ministers and a. a regular branch of the great Wesleyan Family, 
and protest against its violation on the part of the Wesleyan Missionary Com­

m~ttee in London, and deprecate the ruin to souls, the injury to Methodism 

and.t~ Reli~o~, which ~ust result frOID setting up altar against altar, dividing 
famJ\,es, soclenes and neIghbourhoods, and crcatin" contentions· schisms and 
divi.ions ill the Church of ChriHt. . " '.' . :.' 
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4.-That, as it appear9 that the 'Vc~le.l"an CO!lt:'r("nce in England has not 
rescinded the resolution, whieh it adopll'oI in j.-"?O, and could not therefore 
have intended that the Committee in London shou .I contravene and .iolate 
them in establishing rival preachers nnd congn'l!ations in Upper Canada, 
when the carrying ont the dissolution of the e Ilion was referrell by the Con­

ference to the Committee, we will not hold the Conference in England, as a 
Body, blameable for .<uch a com,e of proceeding, unless, on its being submit­
ted to them, it shall rereive their ,anction-which we will not persuade our­
selves can be the case. 

5.-That on the return to and recognition of these hallowed and inviolable 
principles of Christian and \Vesleyan unity on the part of the Committee in 
London, we will rejoice to avail omselw> of the first opportunity thU8 affor­
ded, to bury in ohlivion all the difference. and unhappy feelings of the past, 
and to cultivate tho.'p SI'lltiments and feeling_ of fraternal respect and affec­
tion whirh have heretofore so happily and honorably characterized the rela 
tiom and intercourse of all branche, of the \\' esl .. \":m Family. 

Question Ill.-\VHAT IS THE JUDG'"Sr OF THIS COHERENCE IN REGARD 

TO OUR PRESE,T POSITION ANI' DUTY AS A BODY OF l\f"'ISTERS AND AS .• 

CHURCH 1 
Anslcer 1.-That we adhere to our Doctrines and Discipline which have 

been recognized e\"l'll hy the Conference in England '" truly \Vesleyan, nnd 
which have been signally owned of God in promoting the interests of true 

Religion in this Pro"illc ... 
2.-That we perlllit 110 discussions of political qnestions amongst U8 in 

Conference as a Church; that our official organ enkr into no political dis­
cussions, but that it cOlltinlle to pmsue it. pr ... eut neutral course in matters 
of civil polity-om Editor occupying its COhllIlIl' with religious and literary 

snbject., with articles of religious and general intelligence, and with suchode­

fences of our institutiulls and character as occasion may require. 
3.-That we do mo"t solemnly and heartily recognize the original pnrpose 

of Methodism, "to 'I'read Pcriptural holint'<' 0\"1'1' the land," as the first and 
great calling of the whole body, and especially of the Preachers; and deter­
mine, in the .tnmgth of (;"d, to make this the great nIle of aU onrother design., 
and to renounce or subordinate all other plans and pursuits to this our "pe­
cial calling; so that by our living, as well as Ly our preaching, we may hold 
forth the word of life, and rejoice, in the day of Christ. that we have not 

run in vain, neither labouTl·d in vain. 
4.-..That under n,deep persuasion that the unity, order, purity, edification 

llnd good feeling of our P"cietie" may be greatly promoted by our pastoral' 
intercourse with them,we resolve to giye ourselves more fully to this branch 
of ollr work; and mMe e<!,ecially that we will care for tile sick, the afflicted, 
and the distressed, and will endeavonr to obtain the help of our brethren. in 
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order to ~ecure to our people of every c1aR" an.! condition that Christian o\'er­
sight of their spiritual illtereBts which is so beneficial, and so essentiallo their 

spiritual comfort and pro"perity. 
5.-That we determine. by God's gracious assistance, to be more fervent 

and importunate ill supplicating upon onrselves, and upon all our official 
members, societies and congregations, that rich effnsion of the Holy Spirit 
which is always necessary to the success of the labours of Christian Minis­
ters and P,e<tors, and which i" peculiarly needed, at the present time, to pre­
pare both ourselves and our people fOI' the trials, duties, and labours of the 

present year. 
6.-That, being fellow-residents in the country with our congregation~, 

and identified with them in our interest., feeling., and Christian principles, 
we entreat them to unite with us in this renewed dedication of ourselves 
and our all as a people to the great work of promoting glory to God in the 
highest, peace on earth, and good will amongst men. 

THE REV. EGERTON RYERSON'S SPEECH BEFORE THE CON­
FERENCE IN REPLY TO THE REV. MESSRS. STINSON 

AND RICHEY'S PAMPHLET. 

(PUBLISHED BY THE UNaNIMOUS REQueST OF THE CONFERENCE.) 

MR. PRESIDENT;-I rise to vindicate the Report of our late Mission to Eng­
land, and the chalacter of thi. Confet'ence, against a PAMPHLET publisbed 
yesterday by the Rev. Messrs. STINSON and RICHEY, entitled" A Plain State· 
me"t of Fuel. connected wilk Ihe Union and Separation of the Brituk and 
Canadian Conferences"-a Pamphlet which I hastily read last eveDing-oD 
which I have not had time to make a single note, but which, J am, neverthe­
less, from general recollection of facts and authorities, prepared to show, is 
fraught with MIS-" "tatements of Facts," from the beginning to the end. 

This Pamphlet purports to be a reply to the Report of our Mission to Eng· 
land by my brother, (Rev. Wm. Ryerson) and myself, and ~o our I'amphlet 
published in London, containing 120 pages. exclusive of our Report, which 
occupies 20 pages; but it is a singular, as well as gratifying circumstance, that 
after the most vigorous efforts on the part of Messrs. STINSON and RICBEl', 
they have succeeded in detecting but one erroneous statement in our entire 
publications-and that an incorrect statement of financial details, and not in 
the slightest degree, affecting the general merits of the case. 

Mr. Alder had stated in a Letter to Lord JOHN RUSSELL, that when tho 
Wesleyan Committee assumed the responsibility of supporting the Canada 
Missions (Oct. 1833) tbe various sums raised by the Upper Canada Conference 
amounted to the small 8um of £177 18s. Id., sterlin"'. We .howed from the 
Canada Missionary Report for the year ending Octob~r 1833, that the various 
sums raised by the Conference during that year amounted to £ 1322 currencv. 
But though this is the sum total stated in the Report, there are two items on 
the debtor's side of the Treasurer's Report which ought to have been deducted. 
The ona was the sum of £286 5 •. 4d. advanced by Mr. J. R. Armstrong, .. 
Treasurer; the other, £129 7s. 5~d., being a balance in the Treasurer's haw 
from the surplus receipts of the preceding year. In these items we stand cor· 
)'octed by Messn. Stinson anr! Richey. 

My brother has stated tl) you how the error occurred, as Ite prepared the 
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~nD?cial part of ollr c:.1~tpm(·nt-lhot T h;ld n~ither lim,.. nor It:'f"nD"th to pxnm .. 
In'd 1I~ FlCClIfOC'"Y-l.tl8t It ".evpr oc('urrpd to him fo rJpdut't any (If theO itcrr.~ ~ivt"n 
un .er the hpud or Rt'Cl'lpls. But it j:;; ("lear. that tllP aOiount wt' ~tRtf'f1 \'V8!1 

avadllble. to th~ (amula (\,nferencp for iH J\li~~lonary opcration~ durillu the 
YCllr endIng Oct. 1833, though fLat all rai.e,l that vear. b 

. It nlso appears from a careful scrlltiny tbat the~,' were £96 more collectcd 
In the UOItl'U St:1tCS that yC'ar than \Va:; clp.diten hy us to ollr American Lre .. 
~hren. The enUre amuunt, however, WJ.:oI rabcd by the exertions of this Con­
lerence. 

Now thf!se ~re an the errors which :\{I'''-.rs. Slill~nn nnci Richf"Y ha\"~ bren 
a.hle to "("tec! In our Rf'p01"t nod Pamphlet-although tllp Jatter contain9 8 {lP.­

r~etl of financIal statements, embracing a gn"ut varie-tv of items hod cslculn. 
tJon~! -

They havE', indeed, imputpd thp"p error~ to thp. worst of motives i l.)Ot whnt 
Bre !hc fact. o~ the case? I hold. in ~y hand a finoncial table-in my bIO­
ther s h~nd wl·IIIng-prepare.1 by 111m wllh a good de"l (Of labour. emLracing 
the receipts, from vnriou:::, quarters, of Mis310nary mllnips from] 832 to 1839-
and vari~us flpp~'opriati~n~, &c. Thi~ ta!lle WH'; prepared. not for publication 9 

but to aul mc 10 rcplyIng to :II r. Alder s lellel' to Lord .John Russell. whirh 
\Vas read as part of his speech to the committee of the Engli.h Confercnc ... 
I was nnt, however, allowed to reply to ~Ir. Alrler'5l, letter hf'tore the cOmmiUf'6 
ortha English Confl.~rencf'. I thf'1l invitl'd an invt>~tigalion of i\Ir. Alder's 
financial statpment by any three menlbers of tlHll commiuee, who were experi­
enced accountants, ilnd offered to rrove to them, from printl~d reports, that l\'lr. 
Alder had mis·stated facts to the amount of hundred, of pOJnds. They, however. 
declined the ill\'e~tigalion which i desired. It is oh\"iou~, thnf when such were 
the circumstances unrler which my brother prepared our financial statement, 
and such the objects of it. it must hRve been prepared with a view to accuracy_ 
And when our Iptter to Lord John Russell, containing the ~t(Jtement, W08 trans­
mitted to hi. Lordship, we al.o enclosed, for hi. Lordship's examination, all 
the Reports refetred to in our letter; which wus intended for Lord John 
Russell alone, and with no view to puhlication. as insinuated by !lfess ... Stinson 
and Richpy. The puhlicatioll of that letter in England, as well as the whole 
of the proceedings of the English and Canada Confelcnces. was suggested by 
eircumstancr.s which tran;pired several days after :t was written and delivered 
to the SecretorI' of StRte for the Colonies. 

But whllt o['-jecI do ~Ie,sr'. Stinson and Richey gain by this mode of argu­
mentati<ln in behalf of Mr_ Alder. whom they propos" to vindicate 1 Mr. 
Alder hlld stated thot when the Wcslel'an Committee in London assumed the 
responsibility of supporting the [ncli.n" Missions in Upper Ca~ada. this Con­
(erence raised the small sum of £ 177; !lIe .. ". Stinson and Richey "'y it 
" was only £907 6s. 7 ~d."-thus convicting .\fr. Alder of misstating the facts 
of the ca.e to the di,"dvantag~ of this Cunferencc to the amount of nearly 
seven hUlidred pounds! Such is their o\\'n vindication of Mr. Alder on this 
point! . ' 

Messrs_ Stinson nnd Richey have employed conSiderable labour to ascerlnlD 
and exhibit the receipts of our Missionary Society ~rom 1829 to 1832-~hu. 
diverting attention from the real question at issue, ~hlCh was t~e amount rBlSed 

bv tbis Conf .. er.ce for Mi.sionary purposes at the ttme the uDlon took place.­
If it were true that tbe receipts of our Missionary Suciety during those years 
were so small in comparison of wbat they "'~r": i.n le32 a~d 183.3, it only 
prove. that our missionary collections anel subscnptlon, were lDCrea"lOg at th .. 
rate of fromjifty to one hundred per cent a year, up to the time of the Union, 
when tbey fell oft'morc tban five hundred per c.ent, and have _only gradually been 
rai.ed to their original amount. Messrs. StlDs.on and R.lchey ought aloo to 
have added that during those years several Trtbe. of In.dlans we~ conv~rted 
from Heathenism to Chris:ianity, nnd that we had a net IIIcrease III tho mem-
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ber.hip of Dill' Church tlHr~l1b,thal, vpry perio~ of mMe th,An, 4000 "ou!., nn.l 
ra.ised IIcarly all our Sllh!'I'nrlJ(lIJ~ tor the f>r~cl1on of the IHl1ldm!{s of th~ U~per 
Canada AClldemy; and Ihilt in 1832 WP. hadtwenty:fi"" p~'r cent, more lnd,~n. 
in Church Commnnion, and furty per cent more IndIan c1llldren '" I).~ "',II.slOn 
Schools than we hnve nt the pres-ent time. These arc very .sC'rious Om18~lfJJl8 cn 
the part of ~h'S8~', Stinson and, Rich:y ;, and, the trulh IS as often mlOstBted 
by omitting essp.ntml fucts, ns by lDventlng Imagmary ones. 

But one object of Mess,'s, Slinson nnd RIchey in their propused exhibit of 
the receipt. of our Missionary Suciety from 1829 to 1832, appears 10 be, to 
shuw that lar~e sums had bepn obtai oed from the United St'lte"; and they have 
sedulously c.;ollected t.ogether items of that description. Suppose nil these 
~tatements were true, are Lhey disreputable to any of the partu~s concp.rned 1 
\Vhen the first Indian Missin", were established in this Province, we had nil 
ecclesinstic .. 1 connexion with the United States Methodist Conference, and our 
Mi •• ionary Society wa< auxiliary to the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the United Stutps. When we, by mutual consent, became 
Wl independent Church. and our mi~sion3ry opt-ration:; independent, our Arne .. -
icnn Bretltrcn still cOl,tinued to feel n deep interest in the cnuse of Indian 
Missions in this Provitlce, aDd forwa,'ded liberal contributions towards their 
support, without asking !lny control over them, or any other return than a few 
copies of our Missionary Reports; whilst we, on the other hand, aided them 

, in some of their North Western Indian Missions with Indian Interpreters and 
Speakers. 

There i" however, another view to be taken of this part of Messrs. Stinson 
and Richey's pamphlet. Mr. Alder stated to Lord John Russelll that there 
were m'lre .. political than religious sympathizers in the United States," tlnd 
tl)at our efforts to obtain "ssisttlnce frorr, that quarter were" found to be inef­
f""tual." Accurding to Messrs. Stinson and Riehey large assistance was 
obtained from the United States. If their statement. are correct, Mr. Aldel"~ 
letter to Lord John Russell is untrue. Mr. Alder may well say, "Save me 
fronl my friends!" 

Another view still. According to Messrs, Stinson and Richey, frequent and 
large donations were made by the Methodist Mi .. inllary Committee in New­
"¥ork, in aid of Canadian l\lis.ions-a libernlity which we gratefully appreciate 
and rpjolce to acknowledge; in connexion with which was a permission for our 
Missionary Agents to hold meetings and make collections in vnriuu< Methodist 
chapels in the United States, But, according to Messrs, Stinson and Richey's 
own showing, the Wesleyan l\Iidsionary Committee in London made Lut one 
d,qlla.tion -a donation of £300 sterling, And according to tbe correspondence 
which took place between our Missionary Board and the Missionary Secretaries 
in London in 1832, that solitary donation wns made in connexion with one 
declaration and two conditions. The declaration wa., that if we ever again 
sent agents to apply for a.,istnnce in Englnnd, the 'Vesleyan Missionary Com. 
mittee in Londun would discountenance them. The conditions were, 1. That 
the Rev. Peter Jones should not apply to any of the friends of the Wesleyan 
Mi8tliooary Society in Englnnd in aid of Canadian Missions. 2. That Mr. 
lon.es should attend as many Missionary Meetings in England as the Committee 
",igh~ request him to attend. The contrast between the proceedings of the 
London and New-York Missionary Committees in these respects i. verv striking 
and significant. -

l,have thus disposed of the only part of Messrs. Stinson and Richey's 
PtlJllphlet in whicb there is even a shadow of plausibility in the estimation of 
Boy,candid man who is conversant with all the facts of the qut"stions at issue. 
l. will now proceed ID show that this ramphlet is the most disgraceful ti8&Ue of 
miIJta.tementl; that was ever palmed upon the Canadian publio. 

I shall refer, first, to Messrs. Stinson aDd Richey's laboured misrepresenta­
oem of the main questiens at issue betwe~n Mr. Alder and ourselves, They 
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"'r~e~ent them a. O?C of alJilily or inahility of tlois Cllnferencr III ,urrly tlrs 
Rehglous wnnts of thIS "Iovince, when every mHn who h.sattl'nti.ely ree<l the 
I~tter of Mr. Alder and our letter to Lord John Russell, kno»s thllt thnt· ueo • 

. tlO~ was not even ~o{Jtecl.on citllf'r side. And upon this fliJgrant mi5rf'rr~~{"~ 
t.tlOn of the questIOns. at Issue, thry qllnte the ,"vi,jence whirh I gn"e before 
the Court at Kmgs~on In 1837 on the Helleville Chapel ce.e. This attempt to 
m~rder my reput'ttIO~t I leave to be characterised by others 8S it (]ese.v~; and 
WIll content .myself \~Ith the cxpn<un' of its injustice tlnd iniquity. I will hero 
quote my evtdence with Messrs. Stmson and Richey's own italics and capital.: 

"In 1832. the .Wesleyan Mi.sillnar)' Committee in London. sent out the Rey. 
~r. A~der, as their repre:s~ntatlv~ agent,. \\ ith a view to tr,(' appointment of Mis­
~ilOnaTies among tbe. B~llish emIgrants III ,,-anous parts of thl!:l Province. Mr. 
Alder ~ad commUnicatIOns from the ('umrnittee in London to our ,Missionary 
~oard In To.ronta, \4'~IICI1 he delivered-communicaling tothe Board, at the same 
time, the objects of til!:.! .'fission. OL'R BO.\HD ADMITTEH OUR I~.\BILITY TO 
SUPPLY THE RELIGIOUS WANTS QI'- THE C'OlTNTRY, but stated at lenlth to l\1r. 
Alder, .and in writing 10 the Committee in London. the evils likely to ~rise from 
tbe e~lstence of two Oodtes of M ethodi.l. in this Province-its infrin .. ment <11 
the hItherto uDlversally-acknowledged principle. th.lt the Wesleyan ~jethodist. 
were one body thrc.ughout the world-and the ,usirabie1less of 1I11;lino the meatUi 
and enfrgies of the,livD CUllue.r;o1ts to promote tlte reli;:WllS impruv';;nnlt of (he 
ABORIGINAL TRIBEs .AND ~EW SETTLE!ttENTS of the CUllltlry." 

Such is what Messrs. Stinson and Richey call my "SlrOTII testimony," aml 
which they adduce in refutation of our letter to Lord .John Rus,ell in reply to 
Mr. Alder. Now. justic". as well as "harity, demands that if the statemenr.. 
of any two historians or \\'itnesses, much more the ~tnlements of the same 
!'erson made at different time.;, can be reconciled, tbey ought not to be placed 
in opposition to each other. In my evidl'nc~ I stated that ~l ... Alder came 
hero "with a view to the appointment of ;\1 i~sionaries among tbe Brit;.! 
Emigrants in various parts of the Province." I the'l statp-, not in refeTf~nce 
to the Indian Mis.ions already established, nor even in reference to the Indian 
Tribes. but in refe .. ence to those among_t whom ~lr. AJ.J.r proposed to appoint 
Missionaries, that" Lur Board admitted its inability tn supply the religious 
wants of the country. ,. I then speak of the evil of establishing distinct socie· 
ties and operations, and state the feeling cherished by otir Board in regard to 
the "desirableness of uniting the means and energies of the two Connexions 
to promote the religious impruvement of the aboriginal Indian tribes and new 
.ettlemcnts of the country." I will here adduce t"O of the ResolutioHsedopted 
by our Missionary Board in IS3:!, (enclo,ed by us to Lo .. d John Russell.) as 
illu:O;lrRting, not the inconsistem'\" of my oath, "ith my otbt"r 8tatem('nt~. but ItS 

illustrating the remarkable ag .. e~ment of the one with the other. both in senti· 
ment nnd in fa"t, though they were p"pal'cd on different occasions and four 
yea ... • distance of time from each other. The Resolutions are as follow8 :-

.. 7. That the e.taolishment of [wo distinct cOIIDexions of Methodists in tb. 
Province. would. in the opillion of the Board. be productive of unpleasant feel. 
tne •• litigation. and party disputes. to the discredit of Methodism and the great 
injury of religiun; but that the energies of the EnpJish and Canada conneno~&' 
If combined. \\ould. undel the blessmgof God. close the door against all eo1l18100 

IUld party fedmg. and contnhute greatly to tbe extension of tbe work, ,botb 
amongst the "hlte population and the Ind,"n tnoe •. 

•• 8. That in order to prevelll misunderstandings-to preoerve peace and :ba,­
mony in the Societies-to sapply every part of the work throughout tbe Pt,!"mce 
.-:-and to enlarge tbe field of Missionary operations among the abongmal 1Db8b· 
ltants. Ihe Board re.pe~tfuJ1y su~gcsl> to our. Conference at tIs approaching .... 
slon. the propriety aIILI tmportance of proposmg such a coahuon WIth the Eng. 
lish Confert-nee as will accomplish these objects." 

Such is the endeavour of :\le5'''. Slin,on and Richey to con.icf me fK 
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"erjary! I envy nol, I pity f!'Om my h .. arl. the fedings whic~ c~uld d:ct,alll 
ouch all effort; whit,) I smile at tts utter lmpotencp.. But all tht. ttO)e, whIlst 
Meosr;, Stinson and Rich .. y were aiming a de"dl~ blow at my moral character, 
they WAre mi.represcntillg the main questions at tssue ~etween Mr. Alder and 
the Rep,e.cnLatives uf this Confel ence. Tbose 'luesttOns were not, whether 
this Confelence was able or unable to supply the reJigious wBnts of Upper 
Canada. It is asserted by the highest authorities in England, that botb th ... 
Established ehUl'ch and the Wesleyan Methodists are utterly unable to supply 
the religious wants of Great Britain-that there are hundreds of thousands 
there in a sute of reliOio\1s destitution and moral ahandonment. But Mr. 
Alder had asserted-I. 'ri"'t this Conference enter~d into the Union with the Eng­
lish Conference in order" tOSAVE OUR iNn! AN MISSIONS FROM RUIN." 2. ThaL at 
the time of the fOlmation I)f the Union ollr Missionary Buildings were in sucb 
c. A DlLAPIDATED stATE't that H VERY LARGE sUMS wel'e of necessity ex­
pended in p'lacillg them in anything like a state of efficiency'." Neither of these 
.talemp"ts had "ny connexion witb supplyin.; the religious wants of the country 
generally. We denied and refuted both of these statements. We did so by 
adducing the Correspondence of onr Missionary Board with the Wesle~an 
Committee in London relath-e to tbe formation of the Union, and by appeahnIJ 
to the Missionary Reports for the year. referred to. We showed that 0II1y 
£41 had been expended by the Wesleyan cvfi •• ionary Committe~ in ~on.doR 
in repairing " dilapirlated buildings" throue;hnut all our IndIan MIdSlon. 
during the first year after oor Union. Thi. Mes" •. Stinson and Richey ha,:,e 
not "entured to deny. We showed that our Mis.ionary Board maintained, 10 

1832, the ability of this Connexion to support its Missions. On this point also 
Messrs. Stin.on and Richey are as silent as the grave. In order to escape • 
from their dilemma, they run away f,.um the POIDts in debate, and talk lustily 
about the inability of the Canada Conference to supply the religious wallts of 
the counlry! A cause which needs such mancruvr:ng and misrepresentation 
to support it, cannot be Il,e clluse of justice, of truth, or of MethodIsm. 

In the 7th and 11 th pages of t!Jeir Pamphlet Messrs. Stinson and Richey 
deny that it wait th. object of th" Mi9sior.ary Secretaries in London, in tbe 
formation of the Union. to secure Ihe "absolute supremacy of the Committee 
and Conference in England over all thp Dellartments and Institutions of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Chul'ch in Canada.'" They affirm "that neither was 
any declaration uttered by Dr. Alder during the discussion, (lately in England,) 
nor any of the Resolutious referred to, fairly susceptible of such an interpreta­
tion." They also charge us with having made .• unworthy efforts to involve 
in suspicion and distrust the motives by which the Missionary Secretaries were 
influp.nced in forming a coalition with the Upper Cflnana Conference." 

Now, a< to the motives of the Mis.ionary Secretaries, anyone who reads our 
Report with attention, will see that we have not impugned th~ir mc.t;\,es­
directly nor indirectly. We admitted that those very object' of absolute supre­
macy which they contemplated were justifiable under certain circumstaoces 
and to a ?'~tain extent. Our argument was, and is still, tbat the proceedings 
of the MISSIOnary Secretaries have arisen, not f!"Om impure motives, but from 
erro~eou. v!ews; ermneous views in supposing that the conference aod people 
ID tbls provlDce were mere children, unfit to judge or act for themselves,-in 
supl'0sing ~hat the committee in London were the only authorised Dnd duly 
9uahfied directors of operations in Canada-in short, that they were the wise, 
If noubat wisdom would die with them. 

A. to the purport. of Mr. Alder's statement OD this point before the commit)­
tee ~ tbe late Enghsh Confelence, I bave only to Jepeat our assection and til 
ORY It was fOIl~ded not only on distinct recollection, but on the minu~s which 
I look at the .tlme M .. Al~er ma.~p hi. statemeDts. Mr. Alder said, .. ODe 01 
u.e great ~eslgns of the unton was. to bring the Methodi3m of Upper Canada 
U) accord In all ceSfects with the Methodism of England ;" that nlthough" tbe 
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articles of union ~ight at first .ight appeal' not to give the English Conference 
much power, yet It wo?ld appear otherwise when they came to examine into 
tbe powers of the President, ~vho was to be appointed by the English Confer. 
?nce.. He had powe~ to oppomt al1 the Chairmen of Districts, and in cannell­
Ion with them to statIOn all tbe Preacher •. " .. And it "as uodersto d ( . d 
Mr. A.) that the l;\:Ii~sion~ry Committee had spcured to themselves the po"!:r 
to send as many mlSSlOnanes, yo~ng or old, as tbey might think proper, inta 
any part of the MISSIOnary work 10 Upper Canada." 
~uch was th". purport of ~r. Alder's statement on this point; and Me •• rs. 

Stl?son and Richey know It a. wel1 as I do. It will he seen that the means 
which Mr. Alder had supposed were secured to accompli.h the end be con­
te~plated, involves, to all intents and purposes tbe absolute ascendencyof 
~blch we spoke. But be found, that "s great ns were the powers of the Pre. 
sldent, &c., the ascendency anticipated had not been realized. 

And when it is recollected that the resolutions of the Englisb Conference not 
only mvolve what was stated by MI'. Alder, but also that their President shall 
be ex.officio Representative of the VVesleyan Body in Canada in all communi­
cations with ~heGovernm.ent or other.Bodies,-that our oflicial organ shal1 ad­
VOcate the prlOclple of Cburch estabhshments-and that the English Confer­
ence shall have an .. efficient directioll over the public proceedings" of the 
Canada eonfm'ellce, one can only wonder ot the hardihood of the assertion 
which Messrs. Stinson and Richey have made. 

I must now call your attention to a most painful instance of disingenuOU3nf"8S 
and imposition on the part of Mes.rs. Stin.on and Richey. On the 8th page of 
their pamphlet, they proceed 8S follows: 

• 
.. Amon~ the consillerations which rendered such an "rrangement at thaI pe-

riod expedient, the following reaoons are stat"d, in a letter addressed by our Mis· 
sionary Secretaries to the Rev. Messrs. R. Williams and other British Mission· 
aries in Canada: 

.. 'I. That the U PFer Province is adequately supplied Ly the American Confer· 
ence, as not to present that pressing case of necessity which WIll justify us in 
expending our funds upon it. 

.. '2. That Mr. Emory has engaged, that its full supply by American Preachero, 
shall be, as far as possible, attended to.''' 

Now the readers of thi. pamphlet would naturally suppose, from this repre· 
sentation of Messrs. Stinson and Richey, that such were the reasons which 
induced the Missionary Committee in 1820 to agree to confine their I\Ii .. ion­
aries to Lower Canada; whereds the fact is, that Messrs. Stinson and Richey, 
in extracting two sentences from the INter addressed by the Missionary Secre­
taries to the Rev. Messrs. R. Williams and other English Missionaries in 
Canada in 1820, conceal from their readers the fundamental and governing 
reasons for that arran"cmel.t with the American Conference. I will now quote 
the reasons which M~ssrs. Stin.on and Richp-y have omitted :-[For theOB 
reasons the reader is referred to the extracts contained in the second rt'8olution, 
in answer to Qeotion IT, on pag~' 10 I, 105, 106, and IS particularly requelted 
to read them before he proceeds any furthe ... ] 

Now, if Messrs. Stinson and Richey intended to act a candid and honest 
part with their reader., why did they, in prof.ssing t? gi~e the rea."n. which 
mRuenced tho decisions of the Mi •• ionary Secretarle. 10 regard to Upper 
Canada. in 1820, conceal from them the very principles and fundamental rea· 
sons on which those decisions wero found~d 1 They well knew that tbose 
principles Bnd reasons condemn with irresi.tible autbority tbeir pres~nt couroe 
of proceeding. But is 6uch a state men! as tbe~ have made t? thelf read.ra, 
in conneltion witb tbe concealment they h8v~ pracllsed, true, or JUot, or hOIl8lI' 
I leave any ca.ndid mao of any party to judge. 

Mesau. Slinson and Richey 6ay, .. that the compact between the Stataa' 
Q 
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ceaspd to exercise ecde~iastica.l control in Canada." 

That i. very trne; but Ioal'e the ltfethoditlic and moral principles on which 
the English Conferellce itself d~clared that" compact" to he loullded, ,ceaoed 
to exist 1 Tbose rrineiples are immutable; and arc as sacre~ nnd as obligatory 
in 1840 as they were in 1820; ano the frowns of the Alml:;:hty, and t,he con­
demnatoryexecrations of the L\'Icthodistic and religious world must ulumately 
fall "POll the head. of the violators of th"m-whoever they may be. 

The l\lethodi_t Connexioll in this Province is as much a legitimate branch of 
the gl'eat WeAleyan Family as that in Englalld or in the U"ited States, and has 
been 80 ncknow ledged and recognized by th" English Conference il!elf; and 
for the Missionary St'crl'taries to ."tablish rival and divisive operations in t~is 
Province in 1840, is BS much a violation of the sacred and unchangeable pnn­
ciple. of Mcthonistic oneness. and, unity, as it would have been for th.em ~o 
have !'rosecuted those operallons In 1820, when the Method .. t ~h"rch '" ~bls 
Province was connected witlt tbe Methodist G£'neral Conference," the Umted 
States. The .\Iissionary Secretaries have hung the English Conference 01\ 

one 01' the other of the horns of a m".t humiliating and awful dilemma. If 
the Methodi.t Connexion in this Province is not a legitimate Brancb of 
Wesleyan Methodism, the English Conference have been deliberate parties ~o 
Methodistic schism up to the present time; if the Mpthodi.t Connexion III 

Upper Canada i. a legitimate Dranch of \VesJeya:J Methodism, then are the 
Missionary Secretaries deliberately guilty of Methodistic schism in their 
present opel'ations in this Province. 

On tlte 12th 1'"1('8 of this pamphlet I am represented as having II pathetically 
urged" when in England, in 1833, the inability of this Conference to supp~rt 
its Mi.sions, in order to induce the Committee in England to agree to d.e 
Union. The correctness of this statement may be judged of, when I remind 
you of two facts already known to many members of this Conference. The 
first is, that the Union itself was virtually decided upon by the Committee in 
London JonII' before I went to England, from the resolutions of this Conferf'nce 
which Mr, Aloer took to England in 1832, and the representation which be 
made. The second is, after our Conference of ] 832, I hesitated about going 
to Englan:! at all, and wrote to Mr. Alder to that effect, and received a letter 
from him in reply, urging me by all means to come, 8S no difficulties would be 
found in the way of accomplishing the proposed arrangement. 
_ But Mes .. s. Stinson and Richey also say, on the 16th page of their pamphlet, 
that Dr. Bunting could not suppress his feelings of surprise and indignation 
when he heard us, at the late English Conference, attempt to establish nn 
opposit" position. It is true, that Dr. Bunting did interrupt me in that part of 
my statement referred to, as he was accustomed to do at almost every stage of 
my observations, and as.erted that he had a distinct recollection of my having 
stat"d to him in 1833 that we raispd only £1000 a year in Upper Canada for 
Missionary purposes. My reply to Dr. Bunting was, that two things materially 
different in themselves had been confounded in his mind-th .. ability of th" 

_ Cana<la Conference to su,tain the Missions which it had already established, 
al)d its ability. to extend those Missions commensurate with the want. of the 
!lew settlements and the fresh openings amongst the Indian Tribes; tbat on 
ilie latte~ ground the desirableness of the Union had been admitted and Bilg­
gesied 'by our Missionary Board in 183!:!, and had DO doubt been .tated by me 
io 183,3, '!. thnt was my opinion; that. on the fonner ground, as stated by Mr. 
,Alder i? his letter to Lord John Russell (which was the topic then referred to) 
the Unron Dever had been urged by me or by Our Missionary Board; diat 1 
had put a copy of our Canadian Mis.ionary Report into Dr. Bunting'. hand. 
when,in England in 1833, and could not therefore be supposed to ItBve mad., 
~tatement8 at varia,:,cc wit~ that; :,od that if he had olloweo me to proceed 
In my statement WIthout mtercuIJ!lon, he would hBve fuund that I was just 
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about to state that t!le O~ollnt ~ai·'('d in llpprt' Canada that "£lor fllr Mi~"ion. 
ary ,?urpose., was £1030-\\ 1",,10 was witl,ill £38 of the" sum whirh Dr. 
Bunting ?nderstood mp to have stated in 1883. A t this m"mpnt, Mr. John 
IHosoo, Confc.rpn~;- ~ook Stewan.1, rose, and interrTlpting, 3n,I addressing him~ 
.elf to m .. , saId, SIr, ~Ol\ told tI,e Iat" Ricllurd \\"ut;oll ,u,,1 me in my 10 
that you ~ould not sustam )'our l\li~~ion;;; anothpr yrar if W~ did n~t take choa~s~~ 
of them. • My. anS\wr to Mr. !"Jason W3'. that, to the hest of my rero"octio~, 
I was not 11\ h:s ho~se at all In 1333; that I nev,"r load the ho~our of seeing 
Mr. ''1ats~n. a, he dIed ,e.veral months before my first visit to England . 
. On tne _7th pa/;e of thl< Pamphlet ~Je"r<. Stinson and Richey state that 
In 1833, I gav.e the Co~mitt:e in England pledges that th,· Guardian ;hould 
not be the med.lllm ~f dISCUSSIng. secular party polit;"s. The nature of my 
p\Pllge.s Oil tillS poont, I explaoned at large in an Editorial article in the 
GuardIan of Dec~mher 4th, 1833, headed "Our Pledges." That ar'icle WBs 
read. at the H.amllton CUlJferenre, last year, in Ihe pre'ence of Mr. Alder, anel 
admItted by hIm to be corre,·t. The orcasi"n Oil whieh I wrote that artide in 
the Ii .. t place,. "'"' that I h.ad h~pn charged, not wilh hadn/; agreed in Eng­
land, to abstain. fr~m all chscu:i!"!on of secu1ar fJue:ltionlt, but with having 
.acfl~ced my pnnclples nnd the rlgbts of the People of Vpper Canada on the 
que.Uon of the Clergy Rc;erve,. In that vpry arlicle I 'tnte, as I hnv" 
alw~ys slated, that the di~eu.;;sion of ~ecular party politics was tn he wuivpd on 
all 8uies; but that we \\'(In' to exercisp our uncontrolled discretion in our dill­
cus~ions and proceedings on Ihe quP"t~on of the Clergy Rcsf'f\·i'~. 

After hllving refe .. rp,1 to this undcr.taniling ill England in 1833 in rel!ard to 
the neutrality of tbe Guardian in secular politic;, Messrs. Stinson and Richey, 
page 28, prooeed thus :-

.. From the assurance which they received from Mr. Ryerson, however Ihe 
committee were as perfectly sati.fied that the Guardian would henceforth as~ume 
and maintain the character of a proper religious and literary Jm,.rnal, as though 
tha& Course hall Ioeen prescribed for it in the articles of union, in terms the most 
perpiellous and inflexible . 

.. Many 1D0nths-lamentable to relate-did not elapse.: before the Committee 
deeply and painfully felt that some belter security than Mr. Ryerson's verbal en· 
r:agement, on this point, was rendered indi.pensiule. Accordingly, at the Con· 
ference held in Kingston, in Jnne, 1834, with the first appointed President, the 
Rev. E. lhindrod, in the Chair, this matter was brought under its serious con. 
sideration, and the follOWIng Resolution<, (drawll1tp by till! Editor,) were con­
Benblneously adopted: 

"'Resolved-That the (,117,,·I;nll Guardia1l, as the orgim of the Conference 
shall be properly and truly a religious and literary Journal, to explain our doc: 
trineB and institutions, and in tbe spirit of meekness to defend tbern when neees· 
sRry; to vindicate our character jf expedient. \\hen misrepresented; to maintain 
ollr religious privil,~g(>~ ; to publish the operations of religious, ben~volenc~. Bnd 
the triumphs of the (;osl'('1 Ihrougho·1t the world, more espectally on lelatlon to 
that sectIon of the ChrlStia" Chure;', with which we ar,' immedtalely connected . 

.. 'Rc.olved-That during the Sessio", of I'arliamenl, Ihe editor shall be at 
liberty to publish a summary neconnt IIf Parliamentary rrocee<li~g~, a" f~r as 
may be judged expedient, witbout interfering with Ihe grcflt .dtg'o,,, o~Ject. 
of the publicBtion, and .vithoul referellcD 10 mere pari!! "derests or dueu,· 
non.. He shall al.o be at liberty to give a weekly summary of ForeIgn and 
Domeslic News. 

'" Resol"ed-That the Ckri.';an G1lardian SHALL NOT BE THE "EDtUK OP 
DISCUSSING pOLrTICAL QUESTroNS, nor the merit. of pohtical parties, a. il i. 
injurtou. to the intereats of religion, and DEROGATOIlY :0) O~R CHA~ACTJ:R 
as a religious booy, to have our C~urch nmalgamated or Identified with au!! 
poli~ieal party.' " 

.. Resolutions more stringent, promises larger o~ more luminous than these, 
in regard to the only mntter which then seemed to tnterfere WIth tho comforts-
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hIe working of the Union, the Committee aud Confe.'ence in England ~ould nol 
desire, And although their confidence had been onc~ abused, th," cord.al adop. 
lioo by the Canadian Brethren of Resolutiuns sO expltClt and sallsfactory, could 
:lOt fail 10 resuscitate it," 

In all the party and mi;stalements that 1 ever read, I neve~ relld a more 
~ross perversion of truth tharr this, I am here represented, as havmg,-betweAn 
the Conference of Oct. 1833, when the Union was consummated, and the 
eosuing Conference held in Kingstor., June IB34,-so grossly violated the con­
fidence reposed in me by the Committee in London, that tbey .. deeply an.d 
painfully felt that "orne better security than my verbal engagement on th~. 
point, was rendered indispensable!" Now, does not every member of th •• 
Conference who was present at the Ses;ion held in Kingston, J un" 1834, 
know, that so far from having been complained of by Messrs. Grindrud and 
Alder, my course was objected to by that part of this Conference and Con­
nexion who were opposed to their political sentiments; that I. was moot 
decidedly sustained, both publicly and privately, by Messrs. Grmdrod nnd 
Alder, who, on pprceiving that many of my brethren were displeased with ,?e, 
offered me a station in .. nother Province. Is it not also within your recollection 
that Mr. Grindrod actually declared in Conference, that, if I were not re-elected 
Editor, the Union would be broken up? Is it not known to you that the 
resolutions quoted by Mpssrs. Stinson and Richey did not originate with Me.srs. 
Grindrod and Alder; that they never requested, but merely acquiesced in 
them, in accordance with the demands of (if I may use the expression) the 
more liberal members of this conference, I myself drew up the r"solutions 
with that view, and in order the more fully to sati.fy those who had disap­
proved of the" Impressions" which had appeared in the Guardian, and which 
Mr. Grindrod pronounced most correct. The very announcement of the names 
of the mover and seconder of those resolutions will at once prove how entirely 
contrary to fact is tbe statement of Meo.rs. Stinson and Richey_ They were 
moved by the Rev. JJ.MES RICHARDSON, and seconded by the Rev. FRJ.NKLIN 
METCALF-than whom no two members of this conference were ever more 
opposed to the sentiments of Messrs. Grindrod and Alder. [A general res­
ponse in the affirmative followed, on the part of the members of the conference, 
tbe utte.oance of each of these sen:ences,] And if there was a shadow of truth 
in Messrs. Stinson and Richey's statement, that I had, within a few months 
after my return from England in 1833," abused the confidence" repo.edin me 
by the committee in London, how did it happen that I continued to enjoy, in 
so high a degree. the confidence and friendship of the Representatives of the 
English Conference in this Province? How did it happen that I was so res­
pectfully and cordially recehoed by the Commitwe and Conference in England 
in 1836 1 

In connexion with the exposure of this extraordinary misstatement, I must 
call attention to one, if possible, sti11 more humiliating and disgracefu!. 1 will 
give it in Messrs. Stinson and Richey's own words. In giving a brief view of 
the violation of theRe resolutions of 1834, from the time of their adoption to the 
Hamilton Conference of 1839, Me.srs. Stinson ar,d Richey, page 32, proceed 
a. (ollows :-

OJ Scarcely had the flo'sl appointed Preside'll time to recross the Atlantic, and 
~no,!nce, ,as one of t.he accomplishments of his mission, the procuring, in con­
Junction With Dr. Alder, the adoption of the resolutions for tbe future regullltioD 
of tbe .Guardlan',when ~r, Ryerson's avowed' inclination' and sense of • required 
~ty'Ylelded to hiS domlnanttbough for a time slumbering propensity ; be began to 
tblnk tbat It was not upon the whole best altogether to leave 'secular affair. to 
lI. managed by secular men.' 

, •• The forbeararu e and long-suJlering which the British Conference has exer­
Cised ID regard to this gross violation of faith, persisted in by the Rev. E. Ryer­
SOD, sanchoned and upheld in his course by a lllrge majority of hie brethren, in 
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the very face of their OU'1l legislalivfl enactments, is proof most amplr of the "n. 
cere an.d even lenaclOus sollcllude of the Pa'enl Body, if possilole, 10 maintain 
th~ U~lIon, it .was not unlll they nad just glOunds to apprehend tbe seriouo im. 
p!lc"~I~n of their public reputation, . hilhe rto untarmshed, and even above nupi. 
Cion, It was not until the ResllullOns of 1834 \~'erc evidenlly and flagrantl:r 
treate.d as a dead and .lnoperatlve document, wllhoul obligation and without 
meamng,. t~at they were aroused to the importance of acting in the case with 
Some deCISIOn, And even then, Instead of abruptly signifying to the Upper Cana. 
da !Anference, as they Tlghteously might hat'e dOlle, thaI they considered the 
1!mon virtually dissolved by Ihe incorrigiule and IDcreasingly aggravated infrac­
tions, by the GuardlaTl, of the solemn stipulations of 1834, they resolved to try 
once more the effect of counsel and concIliatIOn, and deputerl Dr, Alder, at con. 
siderable expense, as well a. serious disadvanlage to their MiSSIOn funds to at. 
tend the Conference at Hamilton, for thaI purpose." , 

The clear and distinct impression whic!. dIe peru.al of these paragraphs i. 
calculated to make upon tbe minclof tbe rpader, is, 1. That from 1834 to 1839, 
there was no otber Editor of tbe Guardinn but E/!"erton Ryerson: 2. That 
~uri.ng tbat entire period he continued to try the .. forbearance and lonl: sutTer­
lng' of the Engli&h Conference, by 1\ .. gross violation of faith" and public 
duty! Yet who dop,s not know that d.ring THREE years of those FIVE years, 
Mr. EPHRAIM EVA Ns was Editor of the Guardian 7 And who does not know, 
and how many hundreds feel, the political course which he pursued? But to 
that I shall advert presentlv. 

In Our London Pam ph lei, we b(ne stalPd, and Messrs, Stinson and Ricbey 
have not ventured to deny it, that :\Ir, Alder said before the committpe uf tho 
late English Conf~rence, that he never heard any complainls respecting tho 
Guardian, a8 rer as I was concerned. from tho Conference of 1834 to the lotlor 
part of 1338 and the beginning of 1839. In confirmation of this fact; I appeal 
to the enumeration of leIters and documents which the committee of the lalo 
English Conference report to have been read to them. It will there be seen 
that the first complaints wbich were transmitted from this Provinco to Lordon 
against the Editor of the Guardian, ar~ reported to have been contained in lot­
ters written by Mr. Stinson, and dated Octob~r and November, 1838, Sub.e­
quently, after tbe Governor General assumed the Government of Upper Canada, 
complaints were sent to London by !\Iessrs. Stinson and Richey, dated January, 
February, and March, 1840. • 

Now, I admit tbat the resolutions of 1834 had fallon into disuse-bad vlt­
tually become as Messrs. Stinson and Ricbey express it, .. a dead ond inopeT8-
tive document." But under wbose auspices and by wbom were tbose resulu­
tions nullified 1 Not by me ; but by Mr. EPHRAIM EVANS, and wilb tbe ap­
fWofJal and under the auspices of tbe REPRESENTATIVES ~F THE ENGLISH 
CONFERENCE. I was not even in the country-I wns absent In England-du. 
ring more than eigbteen montlls (from November 1835 to June 1837) of the 
most political part of the political career of those gentlemen, w~en tb:y revo­
lutionized a whole House of Assembly, and carried on a larg:e.bu.,"es~ 10 ~ene. 
ral provincial politica, and now and tben dealt in the p,ohtlcal atTa"s of our 
Amorican neighbours ;-a period during wbich, as you wll! all recollect, ~r. 
Alder said at our Hamilton Conference of 1839, he" conSIdered the GuardIan 
a capital p~p('r." Here, I confess, were three y"a,,' nullificati.on of the re~lu­
tinDs of 1834' or if Mess ... Stinson and Richey's representation of the deSign 
of thoee resoiutio~s be true, .. a gross violati?D of faith." ,An~ wben some of 
tbe members of this Conference, at the SessIOn beld ID thiS City, June, 1837, 
objected to Mr. EVANS's political discussi~n, ,did not lIfr. HAR.V'\RD, tho Re­
presentativo of tbe Englisb Conference, Justify tbe COUISe wh~cb. Mr. EVANS 
had pursued? I perceive tbat tbe Cbalrman of tbo Toronto Dlstnct, Rev. ~. 
Green, has anticipated me, 1 ,,'as just abou~ to appeal to Mr. Gre~n on !~~ 
point· but he has Baved me trouble by sandlOg me note, from which ~ 
read ~bat I was about to state. Mr. GREEN says-" Mr. HARVARD'Imhed 
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me 10 movc 11 r"90lntion in C.mfnencp, \l83i,) to fl.", etTect, tloa! rhe E.litor of 
the Guardi." might 1.0" at iiL~rty to disc".- polili~ai quP"tiIl1l8." But Mr. 
G ...... n o~ieclecl, s.ating that he was conscientiously opposed to political discus­
sion; of any kind in the columns of the Guardian. 

And now, in the fare of all these facts, Messrs. Stinson nnd Richey come 
before the public and cbarge me with" a gross violati ..... of faith" in having ~e­
duced the resolutions of 1834 to " R dead an,1 inoperative document." Sir, 
those resolutions had received the sentence of death-had been pxecuted, an.} 
buried, by M(>s<ls. EVANS, STINSON, ar,rl HARVARD before my roturn ~rom 
F.ngland in 18:17, and a twpivrmonth before my re-nppointment to the Edllor" 
.hip of the Guardian. And my re-appointment to that office. in June, 1838, 
took plare, not with any rcference to the r<,.olutions of 1834. (whIch were never 
understood [,y this ('onference as Ilny stipulntion with the English Confprence. 
but a spontuueous· and i.dependent regulation of its own.) ['lIt, if you please, 
under a different dispensation-a state of thillgs introduced [,y Mpssr8. EVllns 
and the Representatives of the English Conference, and which rendered a 
decided position and ,trong rii;clI"ion on our pnrt absolutely unn.voidllble. I 
.hull prove that 1 came into the Editor,hip with the ll.vowerl and understood 
object of pUl'suing the .very COUC8e that I did, and with the support and suffl'a­
ges of Messl'<. STINSO~ and RICHEY themsplvcs. [Here the Rpv. John RyersQn 
put into tne hands of the speal,"'r a letter f."m the Rev • .T. Stinson, and direct­
ing his attention to a particular paragraph.] I was about to state the circum­
~tances under which I was cho.en and engaged to servo you as your Editor ill 
1838; but II. letter (of the existellce of which 1 nevpr before henr,l) from Mr_ 
Stinson, relative to my election, has just been put into my hand.. It will show 
the views and feelings of Mr. Stinson in relation to myself, after five years' 
intimate acquaintnnce with me, and his views also in reference to the objects 
contemplated by my election. Mr. Richey wa, also known to entertain the 
.ame views with Mr. Stinson, and voted for me as Editor, in opposition to Mr_ 
Evans_ This letter is dated I,ingston, April 7, 1838. The extrnct to which 
my nttention has been directed is as follows: 

.. J am quite of your opinion that Br. Egerton ought to take the Guarrlian 
next year, if he do not go Homp. Br. Evans has done wpllllpon the whole; 
but tI,ere is a cri.i. approaching in our aff. .. irs which will require a more vigor­
ous han:! to wield the defensive weapon of our Conf~rence. There can be no 
two opinions as to whom to give that weapon. We now stand on fair grounds 
to maintain our own against the encroachments of the oligarchy, anfl we mUSI 
do it, or sink inlo a comparatively uninfluential body. Thi. must not be."· 

I have been recently attacked by a political newspappr, published in this 
city, in copying a letter which I wrote to an anti· slavery advocate in England, 
8tating what I had said to thi. Conference, previously to my election as Editor 
in 1838 ; viz., that I would not make the Guarclian the medium of discussing 
the internal affairs of the ~Ietho<!ist Episcopal Church in the Unit('d States, or 
of auacking tbe form of go.ernment in that country, any more than I would 
attack other forms of Church Government, ditTering from ollr own-contenting 
myself with supporting our own institutions without attacking those of others. 
You all know that it was aft!'f I made those declarlltions that both Messrs. 

• Note,-Bome discussion arose in a subsequent sitting of the Conference. as to 
Wbether tbi. letler was a confidential leller; wb"n It was sbown to be a business leller. 
k is, bowever, ~ortby of remark tbat Messrs. Stinson and Ricbey in their pamphlet, 
reCer 10 maR~ conver.ations and verbal statements in connelion witb myself in order to 
lIIak. out their case; and from the enumeration of Jetters read before the Commit lee of 
tbe En~lioh Conference. It wllJ be seen that private leners from and about me were read 
... 4 bad their induence in tbe proceedings of that Committee. r have no desire to re,lal­
\ate, by emplOying, aor mi~ht do, Jellers from Messrs Stinson and Richey" a. well, ao 
'rom other. wbo have left the Conference. r am contented to rut tbe whole clIBe on an 
appeal 10 pubrlC and official doeumento, 
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StiD.on and ~ichey vo!e,1 f~r me as Editur,-Y"" also kllu\\, that when 1 ex­
pressed my vIews n. to my Inteuded "ourse on the q'Je;tiun of the Clergy Re­
.er\'es, ~nd tha~ I woul~ treat the Church of England with the •• me respect 
that I rl,d the IJhul'~h ot Scotland, ur nny other Protestant Church. and wilh no 
more, Mr, Lang sOld he ho~cd my opinions were not to be taken a. the opinion. 
of the Conference. I\lr. Stmson arose, and said he agreed "ith nrnther Eger­
to~ Ryer~on-that he (Mr. S,) beh~ved the Clergy of the Epi,copul Church in 
thl~ ProvlD~c to be ~he worst cnemu':; to l'Iethodism in the Province-that hu 
(M,r, S.) dId not lhl~k so when he first came to thi. country, but five yearo' 
resIdence and travelhng here had convinced him of the fact. 

So r:nuch ?n ecc1e~ia.stical ~tfajrs. l\"ow for the circumstances in reJolion to 
the d,scnsston of e,vol affa,rs under \\J.ich Me .. r •. STINSON und R,CHEY 

voted for me. Yo~ wil! all recollect tll~t I explained my views ot large in 
, regard to the pecuilar ~ll'c~mstances of thIS country, and our position and duty 

as a Body. In m~ Er!ltonal prospectu •• un assuming the :nanagement of the 
Guardian, July 11, 1838, J recapitulated the .uLotonce of whot I bad statrd 
before tbis Conference. I will here read that part of it which relate. 10 lhe 
discussion of civil affairs: 
, "To the very n.turaland important inquiry, in relation to civU affairs, "do YOII 
Intend to be neutral In I answer, no, I do not; and for this simple reason, I am 
a man, am a British subject, am a professing Christian, and reprrsrnt a British 
com,munity. At one period in Greece, Solon enacted a law inllicting ca"kal 
puOlshroent upon all1leulers. The present is a period in the affairs of this Pro­
vince in whlcb no man of intelligence or consiLleration can be .afely or justifiably 
ilruLral. The foundation of our gO\'ernment is being laid anew-the future cba,. 
aC,ter, anrl relations and destinies of the country are involved in pending deliber­
ations-the last whisper of rebellion i. to bc silenced in the land. lI1y decision, 
however, is not one of party, Lut of pl'inciple-not one of passion, but of rom,ie­
lion-not one of pal'tial proscription, but of eqitable rompreh.mil'e7I.... To be 
explicit as well as Lrief, I am opposer! to tbe introduction of any new and untried 
theories of Government. As the organ of the Methodist Church, I as.ume that 
the doctrines and discipline of tbat Church are true and right-I take them for 
granted as far as the members of that Church are concerneJ. and expound, and 
recommend, and act npon them accordingly. So in civil affairs, I assume tba' 
this country is to remain a portion of the British Em~ire, and view every 
measure, not in reference to every or any aLstract pohtlCal :heory, bowever 
pla\lsible that theory roay be, but in referrnce to the well'heing of tbe country in 
connexion with Great Britain. As in Church affairs. I take roy stand upon the 
Constitution of the Church, in its doctrines and rules, as expounded ~Y It. ,rath­
er. and ablest theologians, and illustrated by general usage; 80 m CIVIl "If.ma, I 
take my stand upon the established Constitution of the country, as expounded hy 
Royal Despatches, and Illustrated hy the usages of the Bntlsh Parham.nt, Bnt, 
ish Courts of Justice, and the Common Law of Eueland. Nothmg more IS 
wanted to render this Province happy and prosperous. than the practICal and 
efficient application to every department of our Govern~lent. and to our "hole 
system of legislation, of the principles and IIIstrucllOfiS laId down III the Despatch 
of the Earl of Ripon addressed to .3ir John Colborne, dated 8th Nuvember, 1832, 
and'the Despatch oi Lord Glenelg. aodressed to Sir F. Head, date. I 15th ~ec., 
1835. .. .. ... * .. . :It • 

"In conclusion -it is but just that the leaders of the G".ardian and the pubhe 
should know that 'the fore"oing article contains a mere summary of wbat I .~o.­
ed before the'late Confere~ce. in a lengthened address of some bours, prevlolU 
tQ being elected to my present office by a Lallot vote of 41 to J 6,-1 feel therefllr. 
straoely sanCiioned in those prmcirles, and views, and !lurposes, '}81l'b~rt all 
,'trongly confident in my own mind. But I am deeply senslLIe.of my a 1 Ii Y , 
I foretend to 110 exemption from the orr!mllry errors and m?lmllleS of human Tty: 
I confess myself liaLle e>'en to imprudencles. ,In promotmg

d ~hereforc, the r -:. 
jed objects of tile Guardian, I must crave the mdulgence aD orbde,arance ° ') 

, Ie,aders. as weli as hope for their confidence and support-depeR Ing pnmarl t: 
ul"malely. and (ntirely. upon Ihe favour of H,m Without wh"". blen!n!! 001 
iDg is wise, or good, or strong." 
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Stlch wel'e the views on the exposition of which Messrs. Stinson Bnd Riehey 
voted for my appointment as Editor in 1838. I will now ask, if, as a mBn of 
common honor Bnd honesty, after having been elected Editor uDder such cir­
cumstances, I was not as much bounr! to discuss civil queslions in 1838, as I 
was bound not to discu:;. them in 1834 ? But it appeared in the course of II. 

few months, that Sir George Arthur espoused the cause of. the high c~urch 
.. oligarch v, ., when the fair-weather courage of Messrs. StlDBon and Richey 
forsook them; and when the Missionary Secretariep, shortly after, wrote out a 
laudatory letter to Sir Geol'ge Arthur~ anr! another l~tter to Mr .. StinBo~, con­
demnatory of the Editor of the Guardian, Messrs. StlDson and Rlchey,lnstend 
of acknowledging their participation in my election with a view to those very 
discussions. tacked about, and, having no judgment or opinions of their own, 
but being the mere automatons of the Missionary Secretaries, they began at 
once to echo the sentiments newly imported from Hatton Garden, to adopt the 
shibboleths of the" oligarchy" against me, and have at length become valia"t 
champions of" the established Church in all the British Colcmiil •• " And now 
thH burden of their cry. and the theme of their Pamphlet, i9, that I have vio­
lated the Resolutions of 1834 in discussing questions of civil polity! Sir. 
whatever variety of opinion may be entertained of the wisdom or folly, the 
inflexibility orconcili!ltion, of my course of proceeding, but one opinion can be 
entertained respecting the conduct of Messrs. Stinson and Richey in this whole 
affair. I will sobmit It to the judgment of any candid man of any party, whether 
the Representatives of the English Conference bad not, by their own acts, be­
come as much responsible for these discussions, and as much parties to them, 
11.8 tbis Conference, or Rny member uf it 1 I will ask, If it is consistent, or just. 
or honorable,-after the disannulling of the Resolutions of 1834 by the ca­
operation of their own Represer.tatives dOl'ing the three years of Mr. Evans' 
Editorial career. and with the tacit sanction of the English Conference,-fol' 
the committee in London, much less for Messrs. Stinson and Riche),. DOW to 
come forward and impugn me, and declare the oblig<ltions of the Union violated, 
in consequence of the non-observance of the Resolutions of 11134? When alt 
the circumstance$ of the progress and dissolution of the Union are carefully 
investigated, together with the condnct of the English Representatives in con­
nexion with the ecclesiastical and civil affairs of this Province, I will venture 
to say, that the proceedings of the authorities of the late English Conference 
will be found to be without a parallel in the annals of modern Protestant 
Church History, and the conduct of Me8srs. Stinson and Richey, without many 
appropriate appellations in the vocabulary of the English language. 

It is also known that at the earliest possible moment after the accomplish­
ment of the two great constitutional measures of His Excellency the Governor 
General's temporary administration of the affairs ef this Province, ]I withdrew 
the Guardian from civil discu.sions of every kind; I improved thtl first oppor­
tunit~ to withdraw from the Guardian myself. and disconnecl1Od myself a. well 
as th.s Body, as far as I was concerned, from every sort of politics or parties. 
All this transpired before the late English Conference, BIId was perfectly well 
known to its anthOlities. And at this moment it is known to aU men that we 
are not responsible for the acts of any party-are connected with no party-. 
are, as J hope we may always be, on friendly tArms with the Gnvernment and 
with the great majority of our fellow-subjects. 

In view of these facts, and in view of the proceedings of the authorities 01 
the late English C.o~ference, I submit 10 any intelligent man, whether it i. not 
rather o~r non-pohllCs than our politics which artl so odious to tbe Missioaary 
Secre~nes? ~e are not prepared to resign our judgments aad conscieacet 
.~ theIr" co-ordmate ~t eJficient direclton;" we cannot incorporate the pria­
c.ple ofCborch eetabhshments as a part of Wesleyan Methodism in tbiij coua­
try, and make the Christian Guardian the organ of its advocacy; J have satis-
6ed the Government of the fact,-of which it seems not 10 have been awll'e 
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herctofore,-that making grants te the Mi'sion C ' , 
not aiding the Institutions of Oue Church' :hat ~hY °hm.'~tee In London WI!! 

Ihi~ Provinc.e were the proper medium ~f aidin e ~utCohltles?f th~ Chur~b in 
Here were the head and front of our offi d' . ~ t e urch 1n thIS ProvInce. 
the dissolution of the Union. The pleaen flOg'r ,ere !iCe the real grounds of 

rty' Ii f h 0 po HICS ]8 a mere manreuvre of 
pa -IS a gme?t 0 t e Imagination-ha. 110 foundation in rcahty. 

But Messrs. ~ttnson and Richey assert, on the 33 .. d page of this Pam blet 
.~hat. the real object of MI'. Alder's <lesignation to this Province in 183~ wa; 
~elt~er to reqUIre of the Upper Callada Conference tbe advocacy of tbe 

~,...\.C.ple of Ch~rc~ Establishments, nor to oppose the disc1lssion nOhe Clergy 
e,erne Quest,on ~n the Conference Journal." Nuw, who cou'ld have su Msed, ~hat at the tIme Messrs. SUnsun and Richey published this Slatem.: 

• r. S~lDson h.ad In his. posses. ion a letter from the London Wesloya~ 
C~mmtttee, written and SIgned by :Ill'. Alder himself a few weeks before he 
8~lled for Canada, stating the \'ery reverse? In proof of what I now state, I 
WIll merely read three sentences from Mr. Alder's ollicialletter to !\II'. Stinson, 
dated January 14, 1839. Mr. Alder says-

.. I admit that. a difference in circumstance, between one country and 
another,-as for I~stance between au old country and a newly settled coun· 
try,-may render It necessary and expedient, that the principle of what i. 
commonly called' the ChUTCh and State Question,' should be so applied as to 
meet and adapt itself to this difference; but, UNDER NO CIRCU"STANCES, should 
the PRINCIPLE itself be CONCEDED or abandoned.-lt is the undoubted right 
of every Methodist ill Upper Canada to fornI, and, on all proper occasiolL'!, 
to expre&l his opinions on the CLERGY RESER">: (!UESTlO'; but WE think 
that in giving utterance to their opiniolB, and espectally in acting npon them, 
they should appear ill the character ef citizens, anti not in IIUll of !tlethodists : 
-and I must add, in be/wif of my roUeagues and myself, 'CHAT THE OFFICIAL 
ORGAN OF THK CONNEXION OUGHT NoT TO BE IDENTIFIED WITH SUCH 

P ROCEEDIN GS. " 

But suppose, in the face of this indubitable evidence, that the statement of 
Me ..... Stinson and Richey were true, in what light would the proceedings of 
the authorities of tbe English Conference in 1839 and le40 appear 1 Accord­
ing to Messrs. Stinson and Richey, they do not require, in 1839, the advocacy 
of the principle of Church Establishments; but in 1840 they require us to 
.. admit and maintain it in the official organ of this Connexioll," and that even 
as a principle of Wesleyan Methodism. 

If this principle is Methodistic and sacred in 1840, was it not equally so in 
18391 If its advocacy was not reqUIred in 1839, why is it req"ired in 18401 
Into what inconsistencies and self'colltl'Rdictions do mell and bodies of men 
fall, who depart from the simple path of trutb an~ righteousliess ! 

On the 34th page of this Pamphlet, Me"rs. :,ollnSOn and RIchey say-
•. We proceed to a second ground of comp.loint, on the r.r~ of tbe British 

Conference, a~ainst the R~v. E. Ryerson, 1n regard to whIch he found an 
overwhelmingOmajority of his brethren to sustain bim at the Belleville Coof •• -
ence in June last: 

.. A violation of the obligations arising from the Union, in. not 0I'Posing, but 
rather countenanciocr the payment of our Grant, in a certaIn contingency, not 
to U8, hut to the Upp~r Canada Conference, for other aDd diftereot purposes." 

This Messrs. Stinson and Richey inform their read"r; was the charge 'pre­
ferred against me, and which the authorities of the English r;onfere~r~ deCIded 
was fully proved. Now, so far from this being true, "le,srs. !Sun~on aDd 
Richey keep out of sight of their readers the real cbarge preferred aga,"8t me, 
and which was decided by the authorities of the Engh.h Conference to be fully 

R 
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proved.-Any one who reads the Resolutionll o~thA London Committee, dated 
April 29th, 1340, will find that the charge ~galDdt me was a. follows. : 

.. 2. That in the judgment of this ~omm~tte~, Mr. Ryerso~ has dlsc?,ered 
nn utter want of ingenuousness and ,nlegr,t!! 1o. thus atiempl'1I;g to gam po.-
8euion in behalf of the Canadian Conference, 10 whole or ID part, of the 
Grant ~ade by the Crown to the Wesleyan Mi~sionary Society, and th~t. he 
has in this matter committed a flagrant violatIon of the obhgations arISIng 
from the union between the two COl/ference8." 

Are such misquotations dealing honestly with thei~ readers 1 . Doe~ a good 
cause require them? It will be seen th~t there IS .a matenal d:.fference 
between the passage quoted by Messrs. StlDson anJ RIchey a9. the second 
charge" against me, and the real charge preferred by the Committee. Sucb a 
proceeding need. no farther comment. 

Then they make a long nnd laborious effort to obviate the force of tbe 
Governor General's testimony. The whole matter on this point may be 
summed up in a few words. 1 made application for aid to the Uppe~ .Cana~a 
Academy. His Excellency supposed that tllis Connexion already receIved all'! 
from Government. I laid documents before him which satisfied him that no 
aid had beer. given to it. After inquiring into the matter, he was of opinion 
that aid had been intended for our Connexion in this Province, and ought to be 
given to it, and determined to write to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
on tr ... su!Jject,-recommending that the Grant heretofore given to the 'Vesleyan 
Missionary Committee should be vari~d in its mode of distribution,-propos1Og 
that one balf of it should be given to this Conference in aid of the U. C. 
Academy. With that answer to my application, (which was afterward. ern­
hodied in a written memorial in behalf of the Truste"s of the U. C. Academy, 
a copy of which I have with me,) 1 was satisfied. Let it be observed, then, 
once for all, that I sought aid for the U. C. Academy; re.pecting the fund out 
of which that might be given I had nothing to do; His Excellency the GO\'er­
nor General proposed to bestow that aid by varying the distribution of a par­
ticular Grant, which he conceived had not been disposed of in the way, or did 
not accomplish the objects intended. His Excellency says it was without any 
application from me he examined into the origin and circumstances of that 
grant, and determined to write tn Lord John RU8seJI, explaining .. the grounds 
upon which he is of opinion that the grant should be distributed in a manner 
different from that which has of late been followed." 1 know not how it i. 
possible for language to be more exphcit. J could only wish that His Excel­
lency's Despatch to Lord John Russell might be made public. That would 
explain the whole question. It is very true His Excellency's views and inten­
tions may be overruled by higher authority; but that cannot alter the facts of 
the put. 

I will next request your attention to Messrs. Stin.on and Richey's exposition 
of their Memorial to the Governor General, in connection with the Clergy 
Resene Bill. They assert .. upon information derived from a resppctable 
Bource," that that Bill .. was drawn up in accordance with my wishes," and 
., so as to annihilate for ever the claim of the English Conference to any -por­
tion of the Reserves." Thi. i. their ju.tification for writing the memorial. 
Let us examine it. They do not tell us the source of Ih"ir information. That 
i. an important omission. And had they inquired of Mr. Attorney Genet'al 
Draper (wh? I beliave was the framer of the Bill) they wouH have learned 
that that BIll was drawn up not only without my assistance, but without my 
knowledge; and that I never saw it, until I saw it in print, by order of the 
House. of ~ssemhly .. In the ntxt place, that Bill never excluded any christian 
denommatlon recogntzed by th~ Laws of Upper CaMda. It did not name a/lY 
Body of Methodists, nor any c~urclt except the Churches of England. and 
Scotland, and therefore no more IDcluded Wesleyan Metholiisl,i connected with 
the Canada Conference, than those connected with the English Conference. 
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B~t this "equal juetice to .R.II dass~s" did not satisfy Messrs. Stinson nnd 
Rt.chey; they, therefore, petltIo~ed HIs Excellency, that the sum ',0 be appro­
prtated to the Method"t ... be gIVen to the Wesleyan ~lethodists ... no are now, 
AND WHO MAY BE HEREAFTER CO~NECTED WITH THE BRITISH "",.sun. 
CONFERENCE." This is their prayer, and that in connection with the an­
nouncement til His E"c~lIency. tbat Ihe Union wOllld be dissolved. And yet 
they tell you, that they dId not Intend to exclude this Body from the provisior.. 
of the Bill. No, gene rOils and liberal men, they Girl nut wish to elJclude us; 
all they wanted was, not to include us. They add, at the same time,-u we 
had sufficient reason to believe that no represerltatlon or request of ours would, 
at the time, be considered entitled to much consideration." Thi. imputation 
upon the Governor General is only an involuntary ehullition of a feeling which 
Messrs. Stinson and Richey have indulged, with little restraint on other OCrd­

.ions, against His EKcell~ncy, during tt,. whole of his administration; wnilst 
I and my friends have employed no little labour to promote, at a season of 
extreme importance and difficulty, tbe great objects of his government. 

Again, Me.srs. Stinson and Richey state (pa~e 47) that .. Yet, "f,er all, 
the British Conference, with an unhmiled c!tarily, admitting the possibility of 
their bdng in error, in regard to his (Mr. Ryer:o'on':l) delinquency in tlJe affair 
(of the grant) as fully establi;hed, gmerouslyafforded him an opportunity of 
completely dissipating the c10uri which overhuog him. They proposed that he 
sbou-Id address a letter to Lord John Russell, disclaiming any intention or 
wish to deprive the Missionary Society of the grant-requesting tbe continu-
ance of the regular p'lyment," &c. &c. .. . 

Let us analyse this proceeding of 'i unlimited charity," l10d oeo If It "'III 
not be founr! a part and parcel of a deliberately·f"rmed gcheme to complete 
my ruin, lis all efforts to purchase, or to terrify me, had thus far p~oved 
abortive, and, at the same time, to make gain of me to the London CommIttee. 
'Vben Messrs. Stinson aud Richey made this statement, they knew perfectly 
well that my brother and 1 had both stated to the Committee of tbe l~te Eng­
lish Conference. that we had already seen LOI'd John RU9Sell, anti Informed 
bis Lorriship of his misapprehension of the design of my letter t? the Gov~rr.or­
General, dated January 17, 1840-that we had explained to hIS Lord.bIP. the 
circum.tances under which that Letter was written-that that letter contamed 
no application fot' anythin~ but a simple exposition of the financial relations of 
tbe Englisb nnd Canadi~'n Conferences, drawn up in compliance with thp 
request of the Governor-General-that I wos prepared to state that to Lord 
John Russell at any time and in any form. But, Sir, such a.letter ,,:ollid not 
sati.fy the Missionary SecrPtaries' they would be satisfied WIth ~othtng S.h?rt 
or MY' ADVOCATING THE CUillTINUA~CE OF THAT GRANT TO THEM, 10 oppOS1l10n 

to my own sense of right and wrong, a. well as in opposition to the known 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor·General. L d J h 

But wben do they require me to write a letter of this character to or ,Olin 
. . h' h d been .. ,u y Russell? Why after their own solemn deCISIOn, I at It a d 'nt ' ,r . css an , eg-

proved," that I bad .. discovered Iln "Iter want OJ ,ngenllousn
h 

d 'I •• 
0.' • f h t" After sue a ecl~ on, -

'Ntg tn attempttng to get possessIOn 0 t at gran '. ,', .. what they 
If to add injury to insult, they call upon. me t~ .dlsclal";, tr. ;:I~~~r IlJYocate 
had decided was "fully proved," and, to a<ldlllon, t~ ~cd such an unheard­
to the Government for a grant to them of £700 a-year. . n. d h It of the 
of proceeding, Messu, Stinson and Richey call .th~ ~ u~lll~nte" c ,:~t ;;'u8t be 
British Conference." If such be their" un11mlte c antY'r '~ d charity" 
tbeir .. unlimited"~ vengeance 1 Such mlly indeed be the "un Im~ed that it i. 
of certain memben of the English Confere~ce; but I amtG=~s~:re:_fourths of 
luch .. charity" a. is abhorrent to the feehngs of ,mor:; b one-fourth of those 
the members oflhat Conference, and was. not under.too y 
who were induced to gi ve tbeir votes for It. . re rled in die 

Then, Sir. a. to the difference in tbe a~ou~t. ofaxpendl~rder had stated to 
Missionary Reports in Ihis Province and In England. Mr, 
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Lord John Russell that the amount expended in Upper Ca~ada since th<: Uni~n 
was £17,806 18s lId. sterling. We showed that accordmg to Mr. Stmson s 
Canadian Reports, for the sam" period, the tot,,1 amount expended was 
£13,475 Is 4d. sterling; £4,331 17s 7d. le8s than the sum statpd by Mr. 
Alder. We added-" The manne,· in ,,/hich this. sum of ..t:4,3~1 17s 7d. 
sterling, has been exppnded has not been stated In the Society. s Reports, 
either in London or in Canada. It remains for Mr. Alder to explalll." 

On this Messl·.. Stinson and Richey remark-" One, if not both of the 
Messrs. Ryerson knew, ",ben tbey made this stnt,:m~nt, that ther~ are ?UmerOU9 

heavy expenses incurred ill carr)'ing on our MIssIOnary operatIons In Upper 
Canada, lohieh never appear in the Colonial Rep?~t, because not ~harged 
upon any Colonial fund, nor coming under the supervIsIOn of any c~lomal com­
mittee, but which are published in the General Rep~rt. of the Soclet~." 

I woulrl here ask, in the first place, if all the !\!IssJOnary expendItures of 
this Province are not out of identically the same Fund 1 'Vho ever heard 
before of Missionary expAnses in Upper Canada being charged upon dilferent 
fands 1 Who ever heard before of tbere being more than olle Fund for them 
to be charger! upon 1 'Ibis is an extraordinary announcement, and onc that 
cannot fail to awaken inquiry. But Messrs. Stinson and Richey pay, that these 
expenses, not accounted for in the Colonial Reports, are published in the 
General Reports, published in London. This statement is unfounded, as any 
man may satisfy I,imself who will examine the Reports of the Parent Society; 
for there the sum totltl of each year's reported expenditure in Upper Canada is 
entered, and no details whatever; so that the manner in whicn the sum of 
£4,331 17s. 7d. sterling; or, including the dilference of exchange and cur­
rency, the snm of $21,000 during the last seven year", has been expended, 
remains unaccounted for and unexplained in both the London and Colonial 
Missionary Reports. I do not say how this sum of $3,000 a year has been 
expended; but I assert that the how is yet unaccounted for. Messrs. Stinson 
and Richey profess to account for it; but their Pamphlet and the Missionary 
Reports are very different atfairs. Messrs. Stinson and Richey say it has been 
expended in sending out five missionaries to this Province-an expense of not 
more than £ 150, the way those missionaries came out-and in the payment of 
the several Agents of the British Conference in this Province, and in Mr_ 
Alder's semi-political mission to this country. This is the manner in which I 
8upposed this enormous sum had been expended; but still the details are not 
forthcoming from any quarter. But let it be known that the English Confer­
ence superintending agency in this little province has cost three thousand 
dollars a year during the last seve,. years, independent of the current ex­
penses of the missions. But under the pressure of this scrutiny, Messrs. 
Stinson and Richey are driven to state, that considerable sums were paid to 
Messrs. Jones and Sunday, when in England. I beg to know, if the labours 
and appeals of Messrs. Jones and Sunday, when in England, did not bring in 
large revenues to tho Missionary Societies 1 They also descend to say, that 
from £50 to £ 100, included in this amount, was paid to me while in England. 
In reply to this, I beg to say that I never received a farthing from the Mission­
ary C?mm~ttee in my life. I have accounts in my possession which show that 
the FlDanclal Secretary of the Missionary Society paid my landlady for my 
board, during a part of my stay in London. But upon what ground 1 Why, 
upon the ground that I preached twice a day the majority of Sabbaths during 
my s~ay t~ere-.that I preached miSSionary sermons, and attended missionary 
meetmgs In varIOUS parIs of London and the neighbourhood-in Birmingham 
Manchester, Bolton, Liverpool, Chester Sheffield Leeds Bradford and 
various neighbouring villages. ' , , , 

Again, Messrs. Stinson and Richey say-
U Respecting the Indian Missions, the statements are plainly contradiflted by 

the Rep~rts referred to. Instead of 'upwards of 1000 Indians in Church 
Commumon,' there were only 803." 



~ow, 1I:ny oue who will. examine the Journal. of this Conf.'rencp. or the 
Pnntl>d MlDute' of J833, WIll find the number of Indian \Il'mbers d 
have been 1,015. reporte to 

O~ the suhject of our trealment in every respect by the authorities of the 
En~hsh Conference, the .tatpme~ts which my hrother has mad., and the letters 
wh!ch have been read, an.'1 whICh ",pre written by us the third day .fter our 
a~val at Newcastle-Upon. fyne, lind hefore the decisions of the ~"maining mi­
~orlty of the Conferer.c~ took place. have more than confirmed what \\ ,", stated 
m our Repol t; and wtll supersede the necessity of any further remarks from 
me_ 

Messrs. Stinson and Richey admit that Mr. Stinson wrote a letler to the 
Missionary Committee in !\larch la,l. saving-" I hRve lost all confi1ence in 
the men wit~ wh~m I act; and if you cho~se to degrade yourselves, any longer 
by a conOf~XlOn With slIch men, I hnrp you will p .. rmit me to rNlre from the 
Province." But :\1."". Stin.on aod Richey ezpla;u. tbat by the mr>, "ilh 
•• hom he acted. he did not meun the I\lemlJprs of this Conference generally 
bu.t "Mr. E. Ryerson, and a few otbers." What a subterfuge! Din M;': 
Sunson except these whp-n he made his unqualified declarations of affection and 
respect, and his d~sire for the continuance of the Union at the Belleville Con­
ference in June last 1 And was the Ultion ('pokpn of as a del:radation) form­
ed with U ~Ir. E. Ryerson and a few other~," or was it formed with the 
whole Conference 1 Better have been silent on the subject, than 10 hav" at­
tempted an explanation which im'olves .elf-contradiction and absurdity upon 
the very face of it. 

Then, finally, Mr. Richey denies that he ever said he had been treated in 
Upper Canada" as a stranger, a for('ign~r, alJd an o!ien"-lJut states thnt he 
said he felt himself a stranger. &c. On this statement I have two remarKs to 
make. 1. In my minutes made nt the time, '\Ir. Richev's statement ir. re" 
corded, and in subsequent <ii,cussions in the Committee or'tbe English Confer­
ence, and it was referred to, just as we have reported it, and we never heard 
it denied before. 

2. Mr. Richey admits that he said he felt himself" a stranger, a foreigner, 
and an alien." Now how he could assert that he felt as "a stranger, a for­
eigner and an alien," ond yet, as he says, H it nevpr entered his hpart to eona 
ceil1e" that he was treated as such, is to assert an effect without a cause. Mr. 
Ricbey's own admission. therefore, contradicts hi. own assertion, and establisb­
es tbe truth of our slat~ment .• 

I bave now, with as much brevity as possiole, examined ~Ie,.rs, Stinson and 
Ricbey'" "tatements and assertions. They attempled to disprove our Rl'port 
and Pamphlet; in what point have they succeeded 1 They attempted to vindi­
cate Mr. Alder and the authorities of the English Conference; in what point 
have they not failed 1 But there are many things which they have not even 
attempted, which ol\ght to hHve employed thei .. attention and efforts, if they 
had ought to say. We had shown, in refutation of ~[r. Alder's statements to 
Lord John Russell, that Mr. Wesley did intend that the United States' Confer­
ence should send missionaries into the British Provinces; that large sums of 
money were not expended in Upper Canada to repair" dilapidated building. ;" 
that tbe withdrawal of the Government grants had "ot le.sened the num~er of 
mislionaries employed amongst the Indians; that the Union 'Das contemplated 
when the Government grant was made to the Co?,mitlee in London. We. had 
al.o .hown the unfair enumeration of document. III the Report of the committee 
of the late English ConferenLe; and that .our business was kept out of !he 
Conference until the 380 members, stated If' the London Wesleyan ~Iagaztne 
to have been present at the beginning of the Sessio~, had been reduced to 8~ 
OD all the.e important points, Mess ... Stmson and Richey are profoundly Silent,. 
and for very obvious reasons. 

OD the general subject of violating, and dissolving the Ar:ticl~. of ~e Union, 
I canDot do better than read the following extract of an Editorial arucle of the 
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London Patriot of the 1st of Octoher, received this day. The Editor,-who 
i. the auth"r of the elnborate work called the 1I1odern Traveller, aOll several 
other popular work •• -remarks as follows: 

.. In another column we have printed the' Articles of Union between the 
Wesleyan Conference in England and the Conferen~e of the Wesleya.n Meth· 
odist Church in Conada,' , .. they are set forth m tbe Pamphlet pubh.I,,·d by 
the M~"lr'. Ryerson. referred to in our late NumoPI". We have printed these 
Artides in Ollr Journal from a wish to do ju.ticp tu both parties, and that our 
Reade .... generally, may have the means of forming their OWIl opinions upon 
tbe points in dispute. 

I. A careful examination of these Articles, and of the whole of the documents 
On both sides, as given by the Mps<". Ryerson, must, we think, lead to the 
conclusiun, that NO VIULATIUN OF TIH! ARTtCLES i,~ any part.cular. HAS BEEN 

CO>l>ltTTED BY THE CA~ADIAN ('ONFEl1ENCE. By those Articles, it is ex­
pressly provided, that' the rights and privilegps of the Canadian Preachers 
and Societies .hull 1m preserved inviolate;' thnt is. if the word. have any 
meaning. that the Canadian preacher. nnd societies shall not be subject to Ihe 
dictation or dominant control of the British Conferpnce. In Il,e teeth of thit, 
the first and fundamental Article. the British Conference actually arraign and 
condemn a Canadian preacher; interfere re.pecting a puhlication of the Can­
adian body; transmit to that hody th., result of their deliherations; and then. 
vecause the Canadian Conference refu.e to confirm thpse proceedings vy the 
sllnction of their vote. the British COllference dpclare thl> union to be ended de 
jure and de facto. Is it not plain. then, that the rent in the united body is to 
be ascribed to the British Conference, anrl to them alone 1 

I, Again; inasmuch as 110 violation of the Articles of Union was committed 
by the Canadinns, how could the British Conference be warranted in declaring 
the Union to be dissolved? The British Methedists were the aggressors; and 
it might, therefore, be competent to the Canadians to say to them, ' You bave 
bruken the Articles of Union, and, therefore. '/De resolve to separate from you.' 
But it is not for an aggressor to take advantage of his own wrong. The case 
may be compared to that of a commercial partnership. Two parties bind 
,bemselves to carryon trade together under certain articles of agreement. In 
tbe course of tiine. one partner. finding, perhaps. that be cannot rule in every­
thing. says, I 1 diosolve the partnership. and it is dissolved accordingly,' 
Would any court of equity. or of justice. in the land, support a man i" this 
conduct 1 Suppose that the British Conference had embarkerl property 'iD 
Canada for the purpose of extending Methodism there, would they, under the 
circumstances, have an)' remedy against the Canadian Conference for its 
recovery 1 

.. We adverted, in a former article, to the tone of superiority usumed by th ... 
British Conference in all their transactions with their Canadian vrethren. 
Although the Articles of Union provide for the perfect equality of the two 
bodies, we look in vain for the recognition of such equality by the British 
Conference. On all occasions there has heen, on the part of that bod}", ,hI! 
exhibition of conscious superiority. The,!! claim to judge of the tone and poli­
tics of the Canadian organ. They arraign the conduct of a Canadian min;'" 
ter. The Canadian Conference were to be the recording ministers of British 
Mtlthod 1St decrees; and, when the Canadians ventured to show a little spirit 
in the maintenance of rights which it was expected they had surrpndered for 
ever. they are told. with lordly arrogance, that they are dismissed. and ,hal 
the Union is at an end. All this may be capital Methodistic poliey, bnt it doe. 
not at all accord with our notions of freedom and equality. The personal 
treatment of the Messrs. Ryerson by the [authorities of the] British Comer­
aDce is a further illustration of this overbearing spirit. Upon this subject we 
will say 00 more, except to express Our conviction that such conduct is equ.lly 
opposed to the spirit wbich Christianity teaches, and to the best interellt. of 
the Methodist Coooexion." 
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I cannot conclude without offering two or three general remarks. The fi"t 
relateo .to myself personally: 1 am aWare that a combined effort has been 
d8,termmed ~pon and IS making to de.troy me as a pUblic man, and to ininre 
thts Connexton as far ~s my o,vcrthrow can affect it, I rejuice to hnow'that 
the stre~gth ~n~ effiCiency ot our Chu~ch ~re, 1I0t depending IIpon me; but I 
am not mse~s,b.e to the advantages which It IS supposed will be gUlned uver 
tbe ~hurch If I c~n be put down. Our adversaries ,eem to have abandoned 
the Idea of answ~r~ng my ar~uments, lJr of diverting me from my purposes, in 
regard to ~y POSition! and VIC':'", and feehng. toward. thi. Connexiun, Tho 
only expcdlellt ,left IS that wDlch reqUires no strength of intellect-no solid 
arguments-no real ment-no moral principle,-but ahunoBlice of confidence 
malignity, a?d zeal. It is th~ expedient of impeachiltg my moral inleorily' 
and blackenmg my c~aractcr, And this is attempted to be accomplisl;ed b~ 
one class of advers'3.rles, not by an appeal to reaSOD, or f'Vf'n to official docu. 
mento, but by the importation and retail from One .ide of the Atlantic to the 
otber, and from one end of the Province to the other, and frum hou,e to hou,e, 
of bit. and parcels of perverted private convpr..tions-a mode of worrure dis. 
gmc~ful to human !lature. much more to nny Christian community, History 
apprises me, that, In such a warfare, Borne of the best of men have not tri­
umphe.:l until long after they slept in death. when the hand of time and the 
researches of impartial history did them that justice which the cupidity and 
jealousies of powerful contemporaries denied them. I know not the pre'eDt 
reault of existing combinations against myself. On that point 1 reel little 
concern, though I am keenly alive to their influence upon my public usefulnes •• 
I engaged in the Union, becau"e I believed the principles upon which it wos 
founded were reasonable, and the prejudice. against it on all sides were unrea­
sonable. I do not regret the oppositions I have experienced-the reproaches 
I have incurred-the labours I have endured; but I do repet-nn:! every day'. 
reflection add. fresh poignancy to my regrets-thot in Ci.rryin~ out a measure 
which I had hoped would have proved an unspeuliaule bless,ing to my nati~e 
eountry, I have loot 80 many FRIENDS OF MY YOUTH, [lio young man Jb 

Canada had more friends amongst all Christian denominations, than [had 
when the Union took place. Many of them have become my enemies, [can 
lose properly without concern or much thought; but I cannot lose fnends,. Rnd 
meet them in the character of enemies, without emotions not to be descnbed. 
I feel tbat I haNe injured myself, nnd injured this Connexion, and I fear injured 
this Province, not by my obstinacy, but by my CONCESSIONS. ThiS IS my .10, 
Bnd not the sins laid to my charge, I have regarded myself, and all thot 
Providence has put iuto my hands from year to yeor as the property of IhlS 
Connexion. I cl1a say, in the language of Wesley's Hymn-

II No foot of land do I possess, 
No cottage in this wilderness; 
A poor wayfaring mao. It 

And it i. to me a Bource of ur.availing grief, that after the expenditure of 80 

Mtich time, and labour, and suffering, and means, not one of the mo.t 
important measures of my life may prove a misfortune to the Church of my 
sWeetions and the country of my birth, 1 bRve only to say. that as long liS tbe~ 
ia aoy prospect of my being useful 10 either, I will never des,ert tbe~, . 

A seeoad remark relates to the state of society in thld ProvlDce, I~" 
known to consist of a populatioo congregatecl from various parts of the Bnhsh 
Empire and to a limited extent in some places, of naUves of tbe Uolted States'f 
who ha~e prefened this country to the neighbouring republ,ic.. In ~ stalP. a 
Society tbUB constituted, to excite national feelings and preJudlcesr't to coni 
vert thii fine country Into a second Ireland-into a very Bedlam. lei u~e ~ 
the word British- in a local and restricted senS8 as applying al~o~t eX\U~IV,e y 
to natiyes of Great Britain, is as untrue and as anti.patriotic a,s ,It 18 UllC fJ}u~n 
to attempt to excite the ."ctiona! feelings which sucb aD 1,1I~glu~at~, u~e a t~1 ~ 
term ia intended nnd calculated to create. Can ~ny Cb~.tlanf r,g r se ml 
in tbj. Province be a narty to or count.enanee the UlculcauoD e al '31' , 
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will brand I;is own Canadian born children 1 Is not a person born in Canad" 
as mucb a BritiSh born .u~ject a. a person born in any other part of the British 
Empire 1 And i. not a Conference of British subject; as.p.mbled in Canad" 
.. s much .. British Conferenee as one as,embled in Englal\d 1 From whatever 
part of Grfat Britain or Ireland a mall may emigrate. when be settles in 
Canada. are not all bi. interests Canadian 1 Is it not in Canada. tben. that 
hi. all becomes invested nnd illvolved 1 And is it in Canada or in H"tton­
Garden that Ilis interests are likely to be most deeply felt and best conlulted 1 
It is a matter of thankfulness to know tbat the great majority of the old coun­
try members of this Conference. and tile old country members of out' Church 
gf'!Oerally. judge and feel as rational men and IlS Christians on tbis sulliect. 
CANADA is their HOM':, in whatever paltofthe world they may have been born; 
and any allempt to excite feelings from the place of their birth. against those 
who have been born in the place of their adopted residence, is unpatriotic, 
unchristian. and unn8tur~1. In a country populated as this i •• we should not 
know PReh other as Engliohmen. or Irishmen, or Scotchmen, or Canadians, but 
... , British provincial .ubjects.-as christians, Ilnd as brethren-having a com­
Inon home, a common interest, and a common salvation. 

Another rpmark has referenr.e to the means which have heen and are em­
ployed to induce Pr"achers to secede from this connexion. When one is told 
that he sball have a cabi .. IDstead of a deck passage; another that his family 
are re$pectable. and ought to be re"pectably supported; a third that certain 
debts should be paid for him. and be shall be well supported; a fourth tbat he 
shall receive his full pay as a superannuated Preacher, and so on-it is perfect­
ly clear tbat. although no man leaving us may be influenced by worldly consid­
erations. y~t those considerations ale on the side of hi. choice. and are employ­
ed to influence that choice in regard to others, if not in respect to himself. And 
Buch inducements are never resorted to, except in the conscious absence of suf­
ficient moral .. nd religious considerations-the only considerations on which 
we rest our cause, and which can influence the views and feelings of both our 
Preachers and people. Attempts at worldly proselytism, either amongst min­
isters or private members. Ilre unworthy of any Ch"istian cause; and the em­
ployment of Missionary Funds.-obtained in a considerable degree from the 
hard earnings of labouring people in England-to divide neighbourhoods, 
brethren. and families, instead of converting the heathen and sending the gos­
pel to the destitute. forms a new era in the history of Christian enterprise, and 
cannot but excite shame and horror in every mind not blinded by prejudice or 
steeped in the feelings of party. 

My last remark relates to our po,ition as a Conference and as a Church. 
We have surveyed every in'!b of the ground On which we staod: We have of­
fered to concede every tbing but what appertain. to our character, and to our 
existence and operations as a Wesleyan Methodist Church. The grOlind we 
occupy is Methodistic. is rational. is just. The very declarations of those 
who leave us attest this. They are compelled to pay homage to your charac­
ter as a body; they cannot impeach your doctrines, or discipline, or practice ; 
nor can they sustain a single objection "gainst your principles or standing; the 
Yery reasons they assign for their own secession are variable, indefinite, personal 
or trivial. But the reasons which may be assigned lor our position and uaity, 
nre tangible, are definite, are Methodistic, are salisfactory, are unanswerable_ 
The preachers who remain with the Church and with the country cannot be 
iofluenced 10 do so by ad vantageous otTers. by prospects of greater eade or 
emoluments; but only by the force of principle, by the love of justice, and the 
hopes of usefulness. Standing upon such ground, under the influence of sucb 
considerations, and relying upon the help and blessillg of God the Spirit, I 
~oubt not we shall be supplied with all thing~ needful by a people to whose 
IDterests wil devote ourselves, and on whose liberality we rely in preference to 
the sacrifice of their rights and our own principles, and will ex periencs in the 
progress of our labollrs, however trying and afflicting for th e present, UIIK 
" Greater is he tbat i8 among UIJ thaD he tha! is illJ}le worl.1." 




