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ROOMS OF THE RIMOUSKI CONVENTION,

In obedience to the instructions given at a public meeting of the Parish of
St. Germain de Rimouski, held on the twelfth of February last, the Committee of
organization which was then constituted, issued a Circular to the different
Parishes of the County calling upon them to elect delegates with a view to the

establishing of a Seigniorial Convention, to sit at R1mousk1, on
of the present month.

the twenty-first

J. BTE. LEPAGE,
Secretary to the Committee of organization.

Rimouaski, 21st February, 1854.

MINUTES

OF THE SEIGNIORIAL CONVENTION OF THE COUNTY OF RIMOUSKI, BEGUN AND HELD

oN THE 21sT FEBRUARY, 1854,

J. C. TACHE, Esquire. M. P. P., President,
P. GAUVREAU, Esquire . -
BEN. DIONNE, Esquire, % Vice-Presidents.
P. L. GAUVREAU. Esquire,
L. F. GARON, Esquire,

Delegates present :

g Secretaries.

3IM. A. Bertrand,...... Green Island, kM. 3. Lepage,......... Rimouski,
J. Bte. Bclangel,. . St. Simon, II. Lepage,.......... Rimouski,
M. Coté,... ... Rimouski, J. Lepage ..... Rimouski,
J.Coté, ..ooinnnnn Bie, L. J. Lepage,....... Rimouski,
F. Chamberland,... Bie, L. Langis,........ .. Rimouski,
C. F. Caron,...... St. Simon, J. Lévesque,......... Trois- Pr:tolm
S. Coté,. Green Isla_nd I. McOwan,........ Mitis,
J.B. Chambelland Kakouna, E. Mautin,........... Rimouski,
J.Durnin,............ Ste. Flavxe, A. Mercier,......... St. Simon,
J. Dutremble,....... Ste. Flavie, M. Martel,........... Trois-Pistoles,
P. Dechamplain, .. St. Luce, T. Maurault,........ Green Island,
Dr.Dubé,. ..ot Trois Pistoles, G. Pelletier,...... .. Ste. Flavie,
Ed. Durette,........ St. Eloi, ‘B, Parent,........... Ste. Luce,
Dr. Desjardins,..... Green Island, 0. Pinean,.......... Rimouski,
Benj. Dionne,...... Kakouna, J. Pouliot,.......... . Rimouski,
J. Fourner,.......... Ste. Flavie, J. B. Pouliot,..... Riverdu Loup,
J. Forbes,............ Matane, J. Roy,.. verve. St. Fabien,
A. E. Gauvreau,... Ste. Luce, C. RioUX,..ceeunnnnns Trois-Pistoles,
P. Gauvrean, ....... Rimouski, P. Renoufj........... Trois-Pistoles,
L. P. Gauvreau,.... Rimouski, R. Sproat,........... Mitis,
J. Garonye.eeenen Rimouski, J. B. Saucier,....... Ste.Flavie,
L. F. Garon,........ Rimouski, M. Santerre,......... Ste. Luce,
D. Gagné,........... St. Fabien, J. Sirois,............. Kakouna,
L. A. Huot,......... Matane, T. St. Laurent, .... Kakpuna,
F. Hudon,........... St. Simon, G. St. Pierre,....... St. Fabien,
J. Heath,............ Green Island, A. Tremblay,....... Ste. Luce,
J. Lévesque,......... Mitis, i J. C. Taché,......... Rimouski,
A. Langevin,........ Ste. Luce, 1 H. Turcot, .......... St. Eloi,
C. Lepage,.......... Rimouski, L. Voyer,...c...cuuee. Bic.

The Seigniors who took part in the meeting were :

Messsrs. D. Fergusson, Seignior of Mitis,
L. N. Gauvrean, Selgmor of Villerai,
C. Rioux, Co-Seignior Trois-Pistoles.,
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After the meeting had spent some time in deliberation, the following motions
were made :—

Dr. Dubé moved, seconded by Mr. A. E. Gauvreau :

That it be resolved that the Seigniorial question is a measure of urgent neces-
sity, and that there is no other means of immediately determining it thau by
adopting a uniform and simplified system in order to know at once what is to be
done, and to avoid the delays, mistakes and difficullies of every deseription
which arise from enquiries, arbitrations, commissions and appointments.

Carried unanimously.

Mr. Edouard Martin moved, seconded by Dr. Desjardins,

That itbe resolved that itis the opinion of this Convention that the plan pro-
posed by Dr. Taché, member for the County of Rimouski, has placed the ques-
tion of the Seigniorial Commutation in a new light,and that the said plan is
that which the County of Rimouski adopts in so far as it is concerned in the
question.

Carried unanimously,

Mr. Théophile St. Laurent moved, seconded by Mr. Jean Sirois .—

That this Convention undertakes in the name of the County of Rimouski to
have printed in pamphlet form the project of Dr. Taché as well as the explana-
tions and commentaries accompanying it {or the purpose of distribution among
the public at large.

Carried unanimously.

Mr. John Heath moved, seconded by Mr. Charles Francois Caron :—

That this Convention, in the name of the County of Rimouski requests the
other Countics maturely to examine the project of Dr. f'aché, certain as the said
Convention is, that this project which does justice to all parties, will be adopted
after a serious examination,

Carried unarimously.

Mr. J. Caron moved, seconded by Mr. R. Sproat :—

That this Convention entertain the opinion that the members from Upper
Canada will support the members from Lower Canada on the important question
of the abolition of the Seigniorial rights.

Carried unanimously.

Mr. L. A. Huot, moved, seconded by Mr. F. Chamberland, that in answer to
the appeal from the County of Kamouraska to the inhabitants of this District, this
Convention offers for its consideration the project just adopted.

Carried unanimously. .

Ar. J. B. Pouliot moved, seconded by Mr. J. Garon,

That in order to hasten the immediate solution of the Seigniorial question, it
becomes necessary thatthis Convention should come to an understanding with
the other Anti-Seigniorial Conventions of this Province with a view to the adop-
tion of a uniform plan for the whole Province, to be submitted at the next meet-
ing of the Legislature.

The said motion Was rejected by the whole of the meeting except the movers,
on the principle that it was calculated to affect the adoption of the project in
question, and that the Convention had already appealed by a Resolution to the
other parts of the Country,

On motion of Mr. J. Forbes, seconded by Mr. J. B. Pouliot ;

Resolved that the thanks of this meeting are due to the President, both for his
services in the present circumstance, and his constant efforts to promote the in-
terests of the Country and of his County in particular ; and that the same thanks
are also due to the Vice Presidents and Secretaries, for the interest taken by
tiem in the presgnt question.

True Copy.

i I{‘J gﬁgglr\??AU’}Secretaries.
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To the Members of the Seiguiorial Convention of the County of Rimouski.

GEXTLEMEN,

In compliance with your wishes, I now offer you a new project for the settlement of
the Seigniorial Tenure in Canada. The only reward I desire in return for my labours,
is, that you will seriously and impartially examine it. I crave pardon for presenting you
with a paper which bears evidence of having been hastily drawn up,—in compiling it,

howerver, I had, above all things, to be concise.

Your devoted servant,

' J. C. TACHE.
..1mouski, 21st February, 1854.
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I had hitherto only considered the Seigniorial Tenure with a view to the redressing of
the wrongs arising from it, and only desircd commutation to the extent necessary to remove
the obstacles to industry, consequent in certain cases upon the Tenure in censice. In so
doing I went 1o further than to adopt the opinion of the most eminent en who have given
their serious attention to this subject, and defer to the views expressed by the great
majority of the consitaires in the petitions presented by them to those in authority. These
opinions are set forth in the letters and documents annexed to the Report of the Commis-
sion of 1843, * The complaints brought or raised against our Seignicrial Tenure”, wrote the
censitaires of St. Cyprien de Léry, ““ could only have been made against the speculators
who have become Seigniors of our fizest Seigniories, and against the silence maintained
in our Courts of Justice, with respect to the unlawful proceedings which have compromised
this system.”

Tam yet of opinion that in a country newly settled and devoted exclusively to agricul-
ture, there is no better system of conceding lands than that practised under the Seigniorial
Tenure, as established in Canada by the liws of France. “'T'he system of Seigniories”’
said the celebrated Andrew Stuart in the Report of the Committee of 1820, “ with res-
pect to the settlement of wild lands, is calculated tc produce and has produced in this
country an equal division oflands, an effect favorable to human happiness, morality, habits of
industry, the stability of the Jaws of Government, and the military strength of the country.”

I am far from espousing the opinion of those who pretend that the Seigniorial Tenure,
by the individual relations it creates, tends to lower and degrade the people. Michelet,
speaking of the feudal tenure in Frauce, says, ‘“ Servile forms, minds free and bold, such
is the feudal tenure.” Moreover, say the Commissioners of 1543, “ The Canadian Seignior
was not possessed of many of the odious and outrageous rights and privileges which belong
to the Feudal Seignior in Europe.” From the Feudal Tenure we had preserved what is
good, and it is probably in part to this institution that we are indebted for the chivalric
manners and exquisite politeness which characterize our population ; for, let us endcavour to
preserve these excellent qualities when the Seigniorial Tenutre shall have ceased to exist,
and let us beware of casting insult upon these giadually fading institutions ; liberty and
equality are better upheld when unaccompanied by trivial and unbeseeming actions.

There always have been and always will be large proprietors, whether they be patri-
archs, Seigniors or merchants; the possession of iarge property ie a necessary element in
the progress of the human race : but the result invariably is, the abuse of institutions’
and thence arise those shocks, either anticipated or unforeseen, which are to be met with
in the history and the Legislation of every nation, under the names of Jubilee, agrarian
laws, and revolutions, and which hereafter will be called expropriation of property for the
the public interest, with indemnification. In the early period of our history the
Canadian husbandman might say, under our Tenure, upon setting foot in his
new country, and planting his axe in the forest tree : ° this soil is mine,” and hence the
adage applied to one who has no written title, * My axe is my title.” In truth the
holder under free and common soccage can hardly say as much as this,
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Were we to consider the Seigniorial Tenure only with refer(.ence tc{ the re]a:)l(?n :mst.
ing between the Censitaire and the Seignior, it would be ‘lmp()SS.lblf t}t](; C;:]r;?ta?:g'
sound argument in favor of the doctrine of con}llpuizory ?O;T::Etzttf: ;g?;:;d md,to it ir;

im rests the charge, upon his shoulders is , an
:sziu:;:};’e’;ol;;: the choice. Zny ]paw tending to 'change th.e nature of a }I):;l;fllege :msssfg:
its effect to ease the burthen of him who suffers. . VV.lthgut %hlS the Jaw wou G?e ltse’e 2
vexatious, “It would be an act of sovereign in:]ustlce, SZ}ld the Inspectsorh E“l?Ll":‘, L 0;
Hincks, in 1853, ““ to impose a forced commutatlou,' and this on account of t (;:et:\ac 1:;15ate
the Seigniors.” This appears evident, in so fzfr asit re}ates to a Law for reglu‘ gdu;g };}eam
transactions; in such a position, the Seigniorial qt:e.ftlo‘n could only b(:: solve )3' : ;
of a law establishing the respective rights of Seigniors and 'Cefmtaxresh,‘ and by 2
law of voluntary commutation, T desire no further !Jr(?o.f‘s of the justice of tdlshopmx({); 1t_
its application, than the contest of interests, the multlpl}Clty o.f pretensxons‘: an‘ “t‘ehcon ic :
ing authorities, to which may be added the mass of details which charactexvl‘se all schemes od
settlement. T'his idea has been brought out by I.\I'essrs. Buchfman,. l:nsa‘]lei?ixu, an
Smith, in the report of 1543, and it was also the opinion of the (,orx?mlttee of 1851, 1

Happily, however, the question may be locked at in a broader light. .T‘he feudal te-
nure trammels not only the Censitaire, but society at large, and, touse the spirited language
of old tradition, “ I'enferme sous porteset gonds du c'/'cl& la fferrc.”* Hypoth?ca.ry credit,
public and private enterprise, and the rights of third p.artles, all owe suhn‘nssnon_to the
Régime of this Tenure. I will cite an example, from ‘whlch I shall draw a tac't of impor-
tance to the cause. The Province, in conjunction with wealthy 'Compames, LT, now en-
gaged in the constructioq of a net-work of .railways; but, for this purpose, Seigniorial
property has to be traversed and a portion of it 'to be 'purchased ; now every lot of feudal
Jand, in virtue of the indivisibility of the cens, is sub.](.’ct t‘o the payment of luds et ventes.
Let a transaction be effected equivalent to sale., and it will be necessary to pay to the
Seigniors the twelfth part of the value of the rallwa?rs. '

In a case like this, and in that of the foundation or enlargement of Towns, or the
establishment of mills or factories, it is not the Censitairf‘z. the pres?nt .occupier of rural
property, who suffers the greatest wrong, but the mechanic, the capitalist, and as a con-
sequence, society in general, whose progress may be retarded, and even paralyzed. The
husbandman, whose property is transmitted from father to son, pays no.Zods et ventes, and
the country proprietor who sells to a manufacturer a small portion of his lands, sells it for
what it is worth to him, nay even more, and the lods et ventes which accrue by the appli-
cation of capital no longer concern him,

Mr. Berzcey, of D’Aillebout, writing to the Commission of Enquiry into the Seignio-
rial Tenure, says :—“ Were I at liberty to commute the tenure of the lan
possession, I should have but few reasons for doing so; not that I have individually any
objection to change their Tenure, but because I prefer to keep the money I should have
to expend in effecting the change, and employ it in 2 much more profitable manner.” 'Thig
was also the opinion expressed by Messrs. Taché, of Kamouraska, Raymond, of St. Jac
and a multitude of others, who could not be accused of ideas either
fashioned. It was under the influence of as wise a view that Attorney General Drum-
mond, during the discussion on the Bill of last session, made the following declaration,
which was received with applause by the whole House: “I will never consent to any
measure Tendering commutation immediate and forced on the part of the Censitajre.,” It
is not then on this ground that I approach the question. I would treat it as a measure
of general utility, required by a revolution which has taken place in the construction of
society, and I lay down this principle, that in this act of expropriation to serve the public

* ¢ Binds it with bolts and bars from heaven to earth.”

ds now in my

ques,
retrospective or old-
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interest, the Seignior should be indemnitied to the full amount of What is justly due to him ;
that the Censitaire should pay an amount equivalent to what is due by him ; that society
ought to contribute in proportion, to the benefits it would receive, and the sacrifice
it would impose ; for a sacrifice it is that society imposes on the Seignior in forcing
him to provide another means of investment for his capital. and a like sacrifice it imposes
on the Censitaire in compelling him to redeem those casual dues which he now pays
only in virtue of an act of his own will.

I

It is expedient in the first place to give a history of the Seigniorial Tenure, for the
purpose of showing the object and intent of its introduction into Canada, and to explain
the extent of the duties it imposes upon each member of Society. It is not necessary to
investigate history for the origin of the feudal law in Europe ; it is plain that this institu-
tion was formed gradually out of the decentralization of (Government and justice,
carried to its farthest limits by proud and warlike nations, jealous of their rights with no
regular form of Government, divided among themselves as to origin and interests, but ac-
customed to the same life and the same bLabits, and compelled to unite on. important
occasions for purposes of attack or defence.

Immediately after the discovery of Canada, the first care of the Kings of France was
to endeavour to effect the settlement of the Country, with a view to the conversion and
civilization of the Indians, and for the benefit of the King's subjects. It is therefore upon
an historical falsehood that some of the Heigniors base their assertion that the concessions
of lands throughout the extent of New France, were only intended to benefit one class at
the expense of the other ; and their advocate’s mewory signally failed him when he assert-
ed that the Kings of France considered ** the people to be so abject, as not to merit any
consideration.” History will prove that during the entire progress of the work of trans-
formation which took place here, particularly between the tenth and twelfth centuries, the
struggle in France was maintained between the people and the King on the one hand and
the high vassals on the other.

However this may be, the manifest intention of the Kings of France is expressed in
all the letters and documents having reference tothe Colony. ‘“The entire history of
““ early legislation in Canada,” said Mr. Chauveau in the last Session of Parliament, “is
nothing more than a scheme of colonization.”

The powers and attributes granted by Henry IV, first of all to Messrs. de Roberval,
de Monts, and subsequently to Guillaume de Caen, not having produced the desired ef-
fect, Louis XIIT, in 1627, constituted by Royal Charter the Compagnic des Cent Associés,
and revoked the powers granted to de Caen, giving to the Company the Country of New
France en toute propriété, justice et Seigneurie and in the preamble to this charter, the
King explains the object of this grant in the following terms. ” The King being
“ possessed of the same desire as the deceased Henri le Grand, his father...... had, to seek
¢ out and discover...... in the Country of New France, a locality suitable for the establish-
“ ment of a Colony, and by that means to lead the inhabitants to a knowledge of the
¢ true God, to civilize them and to derive from the said lands some advantageous com-
¢ merce for the benefit of the King’s subjects.”

This Company of New France conceded Seigniories to different persons, always
keeping in view the manifest intention of colonization. “The wish to settle ad-
vantageously the Colony of New France, causing us to seek out those who would con-
tribute to that end their own influence and property, &c., (Concession by the Company

to the Reverend Jesuit Fathers.)
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In 1663, the Company, feeling themselves unable to accumplish tu: end for which
they had been formed, resigned their rights. and in 1634 Louis XIV constitut.d the
Company of the West Indics, to which he ceded, as:our ancestors have it, ** Africa and
America”, in Scigniory, with all rights of preperty :mﬁ jutisdiction “ to effect their settle-
ment, and establish a commerce now earriecd on there Ly strangers”

Their attempt not having been successful, the great King revoked the concession,
and in 167+ reunited the property of the Company of the West Tadies to the domuins of
the Crown. “'To preserve to our subjects,” says the edict, *‘ the advantages which their
courage and industry had earned for them” and Louis, considering it expedient to pro-
vide for the concession of new lands, authorized 1}lessrs. de Froutenac and Duchesneau,
then Governor and Intendant, to grant concessions, and after that periv! all concessions
were made by the King or his representatives, the greater part of them commencing ass
follows :  His ZInjusty having alwuys zeelously sought the means of advancing in the
most remote Countries the glory of God and the Christian name, the first and main ob-
ject of the estaliixliment of a French Colony in Canada, (£c., &c.”’

We have seen that the King revoked at will and without indemnification the con-

cessions made to the Companics; on different oceasions, forfiiture was even declared

against individuals on account of neglect in settling ; here is an exawmple bearing date
1689, ““Having given notice to Charlotte Lacombe, widow of Autoiue Caddé, that we
desired, in confermity wirh the will of the King, that she should turn to account and setile
the Riviére de la Madeleine...... .wir}}out having commenced to ranke any sctticment upon
the said river aad lands, wherefore we ioformed her.........that we o should
reunite the said river and lands ‘conceded to the sid Caddé to the domain of His
Majesty. that he might yrant it to another person who would est.blish settlements for the
advantage and enlurgement of the Uolony, d&c. Ce., (Title of Sieur Denis Riverin.)

The concessicns were made on condition of settlement, and of conceding at the cuse
tomanry rates ard chrpes. The reciprocal relations and daties of the Seignior to the
King, and of the Censitaire to the Mrignicr were, and still are, regulated by custom
and the Edicts and Royal decrecs, (rréts Boyaur) and the Ordinances and decisions o’f
the Intendants, establisheld the Jurisprudence in matters of interpretation.

TUntil the Cession of C;u:ndn, the Crown of France and its representatives watched
with paternal care the settlement of the Country, and maintained the rights of Consitaire
Settlers or those wishing to become such, and any attempt at encroachmont or refusa] t»
concede on the part of the Fcignior, was instantly repressed. The Edict of 1663 and the
Arréts issued between 1672 and 1711, with, and above all, the Arrét of Marly, establish-
ed clearly the respective obligations of Seignior and Censitaire. ¢ Express enactments
defined the exact nature and extent of the rights of the grantees of the Crown, and the
obligations by them assumed upon their investiture with their several possessions.” (Re-
port of the Commission of 1843.)

The King reserved to himself the fealty and homage (foiet hommage) and the im-
munities it secures, as Lord Paramount. The Canadian Seignior had the dominant proper-
ty in the enfeoffed soil, comprising all the rights arising therefrom in virtue of the
Custom, and of the Edicts and Arréts, upon condition of managing and conceding on pain
of forfeiture. TheCensitaire had the occupation for his own use (domaine utile) of the soil
on condition of paying the customary rents and of settling thereon, on pain of forfeiture. ’

Matters were in this state—b.inding all parties, at the time of the Cession of Canada
to the Crown of England, preserving to the Canadian subjects all their institutions, laws, -
usages and customs. The new Government, caring little for the happiness of its ne;v sub:
jects, and being desirous of gaining over the high families of the Country or replacing them
by speculators, took no steps to maintain or cause to be respected the rights of the Censi-
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taires ; and if, on various occasions, the authorities appeared to take the matter into con-
sideration, their attention never went so far as to induce them to apply the slight-
est remedy. After the Conquest, therefore, a great number of the Seigniors began to
make encroachments, and they have continued until now burthening the contracts with
reserves and charges of every kind. In vain did the Censitaires pray that the Legislature
would take their hardships into consideration. The Report of 1831 remained without
being carried into effect ; the Address of the House of Assembly of 1824, praying * that
the right of the subject to a concession of wild lands, subject to the customary charges and
conditions might be preserved intact,” was unheeded; the proceedings between the
years 1821 and 1836 were alike unsuccessful against the arbitrary will of the Government,
and since 1763, the date of the first encroachments, the exaggerated pretensions of certain
Seigniors have been protested against, and have been exercised in opposition to the will of
the population of the Country.

I cannot conclude this brief sketch of the Iistory of the Seigniorial Tenure in
Canada, without quoting the touching representation made by the Censitaires of Lacolle,
of the encroachments exercised to their detriment. ‘“The original settlers in
these Seigniories are what are termed in Canada West, United Empire Loyalists. They
- were persons, who from their devotion to the British Crown at the time of the Revolution
in the American Colonies, and on the final settlement of the boundary between the Amer-
ican Republic and the present British American Colonies, left their all in the Republic
and in a state of poverty betook themselves to the nearest Lritish possessions. Thus they
arrived at the Seigniory de Beaujeu on the River Lacolle, now the Seigniory of Lacolle,
which was during the Revolutionary troubles and the uncertainty of their final issue,
purchased for a mere trifle by Major General Christie, of the British Army, from Mr.
De Bezujeu, the grantee of the Crown. At the time of the arrival of these unfortunate
sufferers in the country, they found a large tract of the wilderness in the possession of
the said General Christie, and in their then needy state, it was absolutely necessary that
they should obtain lends for the support of their numerous families, without delay suffi-
cient to enable them to inform themselves what the original conditions were, upon which
the lands were held by the then possessor. Nor was it easy at that time (say sixty
years ago) for persons of their condition to obtain such information, and believing from
the exalted station of the individual, that he would not impose any burthens beyond his
legal rights, they accepted the lands from him on his own conditions, and such as they
and their descendants are convinced, he has no legal right to impose, being bound to
them by contracts; in all cases where the Censitaires have appealed to the Courts of
Justice and pleaded the charter, the Courts have, invariably of late years, set the charter
aside and condemned the contract, as if it were 2 voluntary one.”—(Documents of the
Commission of 1843.)

I may be permitted to remark that, at the same time that the United Empire Loyal-
ists sacrificed to their loyalty the interests of their families, the French population who
were not influenced by the same motives of attachment, rejected the offers of the New
Republic, and that several years later, (in 1812,) they shed their blood on the frontier to
defend the integrity of British territory. Under these circumstances, there is not a man
of honour, throughout the extent of the Empire, who will not admit that Government ig
bound to make the most ample reparation for wrongs which unite the character of in-.
gratitude with that of injustice.
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The first step to be taken for the settlement of the Seigniorial question, is to reduce
the respective pretentions of the Seigniors and Censitaires to their fair value and set each
in the positions assigned to them by the laws which guarantee the rights of the one party
and the other; happily this requires neither time nor trouble, for the altogether excep-
tionable position of Canada, as compared with that of the Districts in France governed by
the customary law bas had the effect,that every important question with reference to the Sei-
gniorial Tenure has been decided in a clear and definite manner by the Edicts, Arréts and
Ordinances ; so that almost the sole remaining connection with the French feudal law
is the use of the feudal language which gives a value to certain expressions as for instances
the words cens, banalité.  Let it be clearly understood that Ionly allude here to what has-
reference to the Concession of Lands and that 1 do not intend to speak of the application of
the feudal law with respect to inheritance, succession, and other circumstances in civil
life. In effect, the Crown granted to certain individuals as Seigniorial grants, lands of
great extent, with the object emphatically expressed of settling them, and for the purpose of
rendering the concession thereof to the people, both speedy and unattended with difficulty,
thereby reserving the right to regulate and limit the extent of the privilege; according as the
requirements of the Colony hecame apparent, and to resume the grant made in trust, as cir-
cumstances required, without by so doing committing an act of injustice, inasmuch as the
management having ceased, there was no further consideration for the fees attached to it
¢ The Law of Canada,” says our historian Mr. Garneau ¢ at first only looked upon the
Beignior in the light of a steward to Government.” These concessions were generally
made in preference to those who had rendered services to the state or distinguished them-
selves by their talents and energy.

This was effected as follows: the King held in reserve for the wants of the People,
lands designated as the Royal Domain In the distribution of these lands some sort of admi-
nistrative system was required ; the King, reasonably presuming that in dispersing through-
out the extent of a new country a number of intelligent and active men, charged to effect
its settlement, in consideration of a certain profit accorded to them as the settlement ad-
vanced, appointed agents to whom he conceded land sufficient in extent fcr the founda-
tion of a small colony ; he obliged them to settle thereon, and for this purpose these
agents werc permitted to select for themselves, each within the limits of his agency. a lot of
land f"or their exclusive use (origin of the private domain). The King, being desirous of
ensuring the obedience of his agents required them to present themselves from time to
time to take an oath to that effect (origin of the fealty and homage). The King, anxious
t? watch over the settlement of the Country, and 1o obtain with ease all necessary informa-
tlon.as.tothe progress of the colony required his agents to furnish him this information
.(orzgzn of the rent roll, aveu et dénombrement). To prevent the interest established
in favor of the agents in the property committed to their charge being used by them for
?:‘ffso;fzreof}'] es;s);zillzt;)oen, a;geoiig%thordaineg }tlhat in case of sale. o.f the right. of
To prevent the agents fr(f)m rxxz‘l-a(]m'n"::rt i :) ; P“rc'hase ey Loy of ihe qu"'lt.)
or by exacting e bk moms inistration by refusing to eﬁ.'et':t settlement.s, by selling

z | ght be too burthensome or prohibitory, the King required
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them to concede to all, indiscriminately, at a rate universally made known (origin of
the obligation to concede at the customary charges without exacting any sum of money
or other conditions. :

Mills for the grinding of grain having been found necessary for the maintenance of
the Colony, and the settlers being too poor to erect them for themselves, the King re-
quired the agents to erect them, and to render this obligation less burthensome, he
compelled the settler to make exclusive use of the mill connected with the agency to
which he belonged. and to pay a fixed toll for its service, (origin of banality). The King,
desirous of compensating his agents for the trouble and expenses required in this superin-
tendence, permitted them to levy upon each settler benefited by such superintendence, an
annual rate attached to each superficial arpent of conceded land ; in affecting in thismanner
each arpent conceded, the King had a further ohject in view, which was to induce the
settlers to concede only so much land as they could turn to advantage, (origin of the
rents).  The King, anxious to facilitate the management of his agents and induce the
settlers to assume the sedentary habits of the husbandman, by discouraging frequent
mutations obliged the tenants to pay to the agents one twelfth of the price of cach sale of
land (origin of the cens bearing with them the right of lods et ventes.)

Finally, to inspire the settlers with the respect which was due to those occupying
an intermediate position between the Kiag and his people, the Royal Acts addressed
these agents as Seigniors, appointing them the dispensers of justice according to their
capacities and to circumstances ; this quality, in virtue of the Custom, invested with cer-
tain honorific (and sometimes lucrative) rights the individual upon whom it was conferred.

All the other rights claimed by certain Canadian Seigniors are encroachments,
with the exception of the right of pre-emption or Retrait Conventionel, which is
properly speaking only a guarantee afforded by the Censitaire to the Seignior, of the good
faith of his transactions, and which does not in itsclf constitute an immunity ; unless it be
pretended that it gives a rightto the Seignior to select his Censitaires; a principle correct
enough if applied to the Luropean Lord of early history whose vassal was his man-at-
arms, but which cculd not reasonably be applied in Canada.

From the thousand and onedocuments which testify to the correctness of the definition
1 have just given, I will only cite a few passages from the Arréts of 1686 and 1711, or the
Arréts of Marly, from the ordinances of the 8th May and 16th November, 1727, and
from the grant of the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, which bears
a special and privileged character, I will add a quotation from a letter by Messrs.
Beauharnois and Hocquart, to the then Minister, it being in effect a commentary upon
the grant to which I have just referred.

The Arrét of 4th June, 1686, has reference to banality, and enacts as follows : ‘‘ His
¢t Majesty the King sitting in Council, having been informed that most of the Seigniors
“ who are proprietors of fiefs in New France, neglect to erect the banal mills necessary for
¢ the subsistence of the inhabitants of the said Country, and in order to remedy an evil so
« prejudicial to the welfare of the Colony, hath ordained and doth hereby ordain that all the
« Seigniors.....o.evvnnee tervneerrerirssssnna.cenns....Shall be bound to ercct therein banal mills
“ within one year after the publication of the present decree &c., &c.”

It may be remarked here that a great difference exists between this right of
banality or rather this obligation to build grist mills, and the pretended right to the
unpavigable streams and water courses. Who wants the end wants the means; the
Canadian Seigniors have undoubtedly the right within the limits of their fiefs to the
possession of the water-power necessary to drive their banal mills, but all appropriation
beyond that must be regarded as an encroachment; the proprietor whose land borders
on the stream and who suffers inconvenience from the channel of a water course traversing
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his property, should enjoy the advantages offered by nature in compensation ; the depar-
ture from this general principle in favor of the High Justiciaries of France brought about a
state of things which has never existed here. .

The Arret of 1711, dated at Marly, defines the obligations of the Seignior towards
the settler in the following terms: * And His Majesty ordains that allthe Seigniors in the
“ said Country of New France shall concede to the settlers the lots of land which they may
“ demand of them in their Scigniories, at a ground rent, and without exacting from them
“any sum of money as a consideration for such concessions ; otherwise and in default of
“ their so doing, His Majesty permits the said settlers to demand the said lots of land from
““them by a formal summons, and in case of their refusal, to make application to the
“ Governor and Lieutenant Genera! and Intendant of the said Country, whom His Majesty
“ enjoins to concede to the said settlers the lands demanded by them in the said Seigniories,
“ for the same dues as are laid upon other lands in the said Seigniories, which dues shall
“be paid by the new settlers into the hands of the receiver of His Majesty's domain, in
¢ the City of Quebec, without its being in the power of the Seigniors to claim from them
“ any dues of any kind whatever, &c., &c.”

This act is the ratification of the Colonial Policy of the King of France, and suffices
to prove that the Seignior was not at liberty to sell at any price, however low it might
be, and that on the contrary he was bound to concede, at the customary rates, because
in substituting the Governors and Intendants for the refractory Seignior, they are
enjoined to conform to the ordinary rates. This provision respecting the customary
rents springs as it were from the prohibition to sell and exact any sum of money as the
price of concessions. “ Without a uniform rate’ says Mr. Leblanc, ‘ the rule of conces-
sions would be a mockery for this reason, that they might be evaded by a demand of rates
so high that the Censitaire would be unable to accept them.”” Mr.Badgley remarked before
the Committee of 1851, *‘ It must be evident that a high money price for the lot or an
“ exorbitant charge in the shape of rent, affect the matter in precisely the same manner.”

The following are the terms generally contained in the grants to the Seig-
niors, “‘to the ordinary cens, rentes, and dues per arpent of land in front by forty in
depth.” The npature of the privileges granted to the Seigniors, having been defined, we
have now to examine their extent, by establishing the exact value of each of the rights of
cens et rentes, lods et ventes and banality, the only rights we shall consider, they being
the only onesthey possessed after ceasing to hold the office of Justiciaries.

The Ordinance of 8th May, 1727, signed Dupuy, speaks incidentally of an Ordinance
of Raudot which condemned the inhabitants to take out a new title from the Sieur Lev-
rard, ‘‘atthesimple rate of 20 sols and a live capon for each arpent in front, by twenty in
¢ depth and six pence of cens, for the whole of the said concession.”

The Ordinance of 16th November in the same year, speaking of customary rates, enacts
as follows: The King being desirous that in order to a more rapid settlement of the
country, the Seigniors there should concede the lands at a low rate, there are hardly any
lots ofland which are conceded at more than one sol per superficial arpent and at one penny
of cens, and that there are on the contrary a great number of lots of land which are conceded
at sixpence per arpent, only, though covered with beautiful timber, the cutting of which
is the first profit realized by the grantees. (It may be here remarked that this
latter clause establishes that the reservation as to the cutting of timber, contained in
contracts dated within a certain number of years back, is an extortion.)

In the Deed of Concession of the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains to
the gentlemen of the Seigniory of St. Sulpice, the cens et rentes are nominally fixed
as follows ;—¢ That they shall concede such lands at the mere rent of twenty sols and
*““ one capon for each arpent of land in front by forty in depth,and six-pence (si% deniers)
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*“of cens, and they shall not mention in the said concessions any sum of money or any
‘“ other charge except the mere rent.”

Now, this grant having been made to a privileged order, subject to the onerous
and exceptional condition of erecting a church and a fort, and of converting the Indians,
must have authorised the exaction of the maximum of concession rates, and indeed
we have proof of this conclusion in the letter written by Messrs. Beauharnois and Hocquart,
the Governor and lntendant, at the time at which complaints were brought by the gen-
tlemen of the Seigniory of St. Sulpice, as to the obligation they were under to concede
forty arpents in depth. *“ We are ignorant of the reasons which have determined His
¢ Majesty to establish in the patent of 1718, the depth of the concassions at forty arpents,
‘ and the amount of the cens and rentes.”

** It was thought that his intentions would be followed out by inserting in the conces-
*“ sions of 1733 at the customary cens, rentes and dues per arpent of land in front, by
¢ forty in depth.”

¢ The observations respecting the justice and equity of proportioning the cens and
‘“ dues to the amount of the property which might be more valuable in one place than in
“ another, is deserving of consideration ; and it appears to us that His Majesty may be satis-
*“ fied by only inserting in the new patent the words, ““at the customary cens, rentes and
““ dues per arpent of land.”

‘¢ This vague expression will allow the gentlemen of the Seigniory the liberty to con-
‘“ cede a greater or less depth, aud at a larger or smaller amount of cens et rentes, in pro-
¢ portion to the extent and value of the lots conceded, and as the usages differ in almost
“ every Seigniory, the term customary only denies to the ecclesiastics the right of mak-
“ ing their ordinary councessions less than twenty arpents in depth and of exacting higher
“ rents than twenty sols for every twenty arpents in superficies, and one capon or its equi-
“ valent in corn. With respect to the cens it is a very moderate charge, which is sup-
“ posed to be established only as an acknowledgment of direct Seigniory, bearing with it
“ lods et ventes; the customary amount in Canada is from six-pence to one sol per arpent
‘““in front, by the entire depth of each concession whatever that depth may be.”

‘“ The declaration in the Memorial, that the Seigniors in Canada as everywhere else,
“ have the right to concede d cens et @ rentes such quantities of land at such charges as
“ they may think proper, ¢s not correct as regards the charges, the constant practice
“ being to concede at the ratee above stated, and still more frequently at a lower rate
*¢ If the alleged liberty really existed, it might be greatly abused, in causing the con-
“ cessions which ought to be guasi gratuttous to become regular Deeds of sale.”—(This
letter bears date 6th October, 1734.)

From all the preceding statements, valuing the capons of that time at 15 sols. (Mr.
Raudot said the capons were only worth 10 solsin 1707,) It is evident that the maximum
of all the dues never amounted to the sum of 2 sols before the Arrét of Marly and the Ordin-
ances of 1727, which are now in force. ¢ Notwithstanding these different mod?s in which the
‘“ wheat rent was made payable, it is a remarkable fact, that on a just ca!cul.atmn, the result
“ will be found the same, and the highest rate of concession in the District of Montre-ftl,
¢ previous to the Conquest, will be found not to exceed one penny for every su'pef‘ﬁcml
‘ arpent, valuing the wheat at one shilling and eight pence per bushel.—(Commission of
1843.) .
“ The customary rates of which mention is made in the Arr.et of Marly, were
“ well known in the Colony, and did not exceed one sol per superficial arpent, and half
“ a bushel of wheat, or a capon and one sow of cens for every arpent of frontage.—

(Attorney General Drummond.)
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With respect to the amount of the lods et ventes, no dispute on this subject has ever
taken place, it consists of one-twelfth of the purchase money. The mill-toll for grind-
ing is also universally admitted, being absolutely fixed at one-fourtcenth.

IV.

A number of the Seigniors, in answer to what I have just established, to wit : The
obligation on the part of the Seigniors to concede at the customary rates, jiced at the
mazximum of two sous per superficial arpent, without the vight of exuciing any sum of
money or any other condition, and in support of the additional charges of which they
claim the payment, set up the following pretentions,

Ist. That the Canadian Seigniors are the exclusive and incommutable proprietors of
the feudal soil.

2nd. That the French laws are no longer the laws of the Country.

3rd, That the additional Seigniorial charges are matters of private agreement between
the parties.

4th. That the decisions of the Courts of Justice have irrevocably establizhed the
jurisprudence in their favor.

The proposition that the proprietors of fiefs are cxclusive masters of the soil, is the
reverse of common sense, and would not even have hell good if applied to the great Euro-
pean vassals, whose property was deficient, says M. Guizot, *“ in that complete independence
which is in the present day the great characteristic of real property.” An assertion such as
this is simply painful to those who honestly and without subterfuge desire an honorable
settlement of this question, nor should I have referrced to it if similar arguments had not
drawn from those who had urged them, an avowal which resolves the question of
settlement of the amount of the dues in the Seigniories in which the law has heen trodden
under foot; these are the terms of the admission : “ If the Seigniors were originally merely -
“ trustees, bound to concede at low charges andreserves, it may follow that only a moderate
« degree of mercyshould be dealt out to them. (Address on behalfof certain proprietors of
Seigniories in Lower Canada 1853.)

I leave to the impartial reader to compare this admission with the laws above cited
and I adopt the conclusions they may draw from the examination.

The second argument which goes to maintain that the French laws, ag regards the
Seigniorial Tenure, are no longer the laws of the country, should be considered g candid
admission of the fact that these laws do not defend what the Commissioners of 1843 style
¢ the exorbitant pretensions of the Seigniors.” We have now to show that these laws are
in 1854 the laws of the land.

No one has ever ventured to deny that at the period of the Conquest, the French laws
were the only laws then in force throughout the whole extent of Canada : now by the terms
of the Capitulation and the Imperial Act of 1774, all the existing laws at the date of the
Conquest are declared to be the laws of the couniry. In a word, what is the Seignio-
rial Tenure in Canada, but a system constituted and considered by French titles
customs, edicts and decrees ? and if the Seigniors bad been held by the law and the
English authorities to be relieved from obedience to the ancient laws in consequence of
their not being in use, would the Imperial Parliament have passed a law in favor of
the Seigniors, giving to them the right of redeeming themselves from their obligations to
the Crown and the inhabitants of the country, as they did by the Acts known as the Tenures
Acts (3 George 4th ch 119 and 6 George 4th ch 59.)  The edict of the 6th July 1711, is
still in full force ” said the Attorney General in 1794, The House of Assembly of Lower
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Canada in 1828 declared, that the rights of the inhabitants of Lower Canada with respect to
the Tenure, are guaranteed by the terms of the capitulation of the Colony and by an Act
of Purliament passed in the fourteenth year of the Reign of His Majesty George IIT
(1774)7

The Commissioners of 1843, after having cited all the French laws, say, “ Such was
¢ the law of the country at the period of the conquest, and it still remains in all its force
“ and vigor.”

Mme. Taché, Seignioress of Kamouraska, in answer to the Commission of 1848,
says, * Both my predlecessors and myself have, as faras I can judge, been guided in the
concession of lands by the arilt of the Conseil d’Etat of His Most Christian Majesty,
bearing date 6th July, 1711, as regards all the conditions of the concessions.” Moreover,
tn that Seigniory, and in a large number of others, the cens et rentes exacted are far below
iwo sous per superficial arpent, and will not the Seigniors who have acted in conformity,
to the laws and to the moral obligations which it imposes, be an obstacle to the solution of
the question.

We now come to the proposition that the additional conditions in the concessions
are matters of private agrecment, and guaranteed by contract between the parties. A
contract made in contravention of a formal law is not a contract, and this maxim
applies ..ore specially to those species of transactions which affect the ground-work of
society, family rights and property. 4 stipulutionentered into (n contravention of public
law, 73 not valid. 1lore especially does this apply in the present case, when one of the
parties has reaped profit from the misfortunes consequent upon conquest, politi.al strug=
gles, advantages of superior education, position on the Bench and in the Legislature,
and from the weakness and poverty of the other party.

Viewed even in the light of private transactions, these contracts are pleno jurenull on
the face of them. “ The validity of every contract depends on four conditions, consent,
cupacity to contract, an object the substance of the contract, and a lawful cause for the
obligution.” Does consent exist on the part of the settlers who have in vain striven by
every possible means to release themselves from these acts of encroachment? Was the
unfortunate head cf a family free who, abandoned by his only protector, the Government had
to choosebetween misery or banishment and the contract that was offered to him?  Did
the capacity to make the contract exist on the part of the Seignior when he sold a por-
tion of a property which did not belong to him, and which did in fact belong to the
purchaser 2 Was there a lawful cause of obligation when the Seignior, like an unfaithful
gieward, failed in the trust reposed in him? When, regardless of his oath of [ealty and
homage, he trod under foot the commands of his Sovereign, turning to his own profit the
property of the people, and cast the heaviest obstacles in the way of the advance-
ment of his country? The fraud is clearly palpable, and in certain cases is
accompanied by a profligacy denoting long premeditation. ¢ We cannot overlook,” say
the Commissioners of 1843, ** a stratagem of which some Seigniors, as we are informed,
* have availed themselves to elude the law prohibiting sale by the Seignior of uncleared
“Jands, or their concession for rent with an additional bonus. The mode of proceeding
“ to obtain this object is by making a fictitious concession to an agent or friend, who forth-
“ with sells the land and pays the price to the Seignior.”

I could cite contracts calculated to make one blush, bat it is not my design to
excite the passions, and I implore the Censitaires to be meek and calm, as is
the duty of a citizen who, confident in the justice of his cause, feels that his duty is per-
formed. There are, moreover, a number of Seigniors whose conduct commands respect,
and also a number in whose behalf circumstances and human weakness must be invoked.
Let us blot out the past—a grievance which has ceased is speedily forgotten.
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T cannot abandon this subject without citing the opinion of the Attorney General in
1794, addressed to Lord Dorchester ; speaking of recourse to the Courts of Justice, he says,
‘ the enormous expenses attending an appeal to His Majesty in Council, to which the Seig-
nior is entitled, deprives the Censitaires of the possibility of obtaining justice and compels
them to abandon their rights, and throw themselves upon the mercy of their Seignior, who
compromises the action and grants a new deel of concession upon his own terms.”
Notwithstanding the reserve, I may say the timidity of the Commissioners of 1843, with
respect to a subject of such delicacy, they nevertheless express their opinion in these
words, ¢ These transactions may be considered obligatory against the tenant unless they
“ are repugnant to some Edict, Arrét or Ordinance.”

It must not be forgotten that for a long period of time, in consequence of the want of
public means of communication and the topographical character of the Country
the Seigniorial soil was the only land accessible to the settlers, The lands in free and
common soccage were then granted only in extensive tracts to favorites of Gov-
ernment, and it is plainly this circumstance which at the present time creates such diffi-
culties in the Eastern Townships and shows that rushing from one system to the other
would be shunning Charybdis only to split upon Scylla.

The last proposition they lay down is, that the Courts of Justice have established the
jurisprudence so as effectually to legalise contracts between Seignior and Censitaire. In
the first place I deny the fuct that the decisions of the Courts, with the exception of two,
have a character sufficiently important to give, to them the authority which belonged be-
fore the conquest to the Ordinances of the Intendants, inasmuch as these tribunals affected
a want of jurisdiction in legal matters, and founded their decisions only with res-
pect to the contracts between the parties without reference to any land. These decisions
were 82 expressed as to declare that the contracts produced, bound the parties thereto
inasmuch as the Court was not judicially in possession of any Law as to the subject matters
of the transactions under th:ir notice. As may clearly be perceived, it is a very slender
subtility to rest upon, but to those who are well versed in the history of the times and the
composition of the Courts of Justice at that period, nothing will appear extraordinary.
Much might be said with respect to these decisions, but it is difficult to discuss this sub-
ject without wanting in the respect which the position of the dispenser of Justice must
inspire. Silence should as much as possible be preserved with respect to the errors of the
Judge, because their publication compromises in the eyes of the people the saintly charac-
ter of the order of which he is the high priest.

These decisions, moreover, can have no weight in opposition to the terms of the law.
Ad summum non exemplis, sed legibus judicandum. * And,” as Ferritre says, * these
decisions are only presumptions of law, of which dishonorable practitioners make use to
overturn the principles and elude the provisions of the laws.”

I have before stated that two of the Judgments rendered are exceptions to the others;
these are, a Judgment of the Military Council held at Montreal in 1762, Colonel Haldimand
presiding. The case was an Appeal instituted by the Sieur Le Duc, Seignior of Isle Perrot,
from the decision of a Militia Court at Pointe Claire, in favor of Joseph Hénaut,
Censitaire, The Judgment in Appeal concluded as follows ;—¢ The parties having been
¢ heard, the Council, convinced that the clause attached to the said Contract obliging the
“ tenant ( Hénaut) to furnish annually half a bushel of wheat and ten sous per arpent, is a
“notarial error, the customary charge for concessions in that part of the Country being
““the payment of one sou for every superficial arpent of land and half a bushel of corn
“ for every arpent infrog;t by twenty arpents in depth, ordains that hereafter the rentes
‘“of the land in question shall be paid at the rate of fifty-four sous in money, and one
“ minot and a half of wheat in each year.”
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It is plain that the Couneil considered any addition in the amount of the cens et rentes
8s an innovation so incredible, that they preferred attributing it to an error on the part of
the notary than to any premeditated intention of encroachment on the part of the Seignior,
notwithstanding his appeal from the former Judzment.

The other decision was given in 1828, and was rendered by Justices Reid, Foucher
and Uniacke in the case of Grey ws. McCallum. This decision has reference to the obliga-
tion to concede, and establishes that * Every subject of His Majesty has a rizht to demand
““and obtain from any Seignior possessing wild and unconceded lands in his Seigniory, a lot
*“or a concession of a portion of the said wild and unconceded lands, to be by every such
‘“ subject, his heirs and assigos, held and posseszed as thedr own property for ever, subject
‘¢ to the condition of‘cultivatin'g and improving the said wild lands, and of paying to each
“ Seignior the reasonable customary and ordinary vents, dues and acknowledgments,
¢ which, by virtue of the feudal tenure in forcein this Provinee, ought to be paid, &ec., &c.”
The Court tierefore compelled the Seignior to concede.

With respect to the allegation that the rentes have never been established at a certain
amount in Canada, it is so far correct that they have varied, without ceasing to bz legal,
from half a sol to two sous ; this circumstance was even noticed by several persons, unac-
quainted with the history\ of tho tenure, at the time of the debate on the Drummond
bill.  *“’I'his rate,” said Mr. Brown, “mnever exceeded two sols befure the Conquest,
“and I am surprised to see that the Attorney General is desirous-of raising it to four sous.”

It has been pretended that cens et rentes at a maximum scale of two sous, was a lower
scale than that to which the Scignior was entitled, because the value of money has dimin-
ished and that of wheat has increased.  The Canadian Seignior would be an exception to
any porticn of the creation, were he permitted thus to profit at the same tine by
the reduction in the value of money and the increase in the value of grain ; one of these
arguments would have been sufficient, for it is evident that the wheat and the capons only
exactly represent one half sol per arpent, (one capon or the equivalent in wheat,) and that
this payment in produce was only stipulated for the benefit of the Censitaire in a Country in
which money was scarce. “ It seems to me,” says the Intendant Raudot, “that in every
“alternative payment, the payer has the benefit of the choice.” Besides the perpetual
nature of Seigniorial rates, which survive the attainment of their desired object, namely,
the settlernent of the Country, makes it a matter of privilege,—now a privilege is settled in
its nature, and the Seigniors avail themselves of this in the payment of lods et ventes upon
the increasing value of the lands, and they do so with reason. In France, the Siate never
would permit an increase in the rate of real payments upon any pretext. Justinian Jecreed
« That every settler from whom his master shall exact more than the rate that was custo-
mary and which had been paid at former periods, shall apply to the first Judge that he
may meet, and prove the fact, in order that the master, convicted of so doing, may be pre-
vented from so exacting thereafter more than he was in the habit of receiving, and be com-
pelled to restore what he shall have extorted by such increased demand.”

Before bringing this chapter to a conclusion, I ought, in justice to the cause and to
the obligation under which I am to investigate all the remote and hidden difficulties of
the question, to make a remark which ap, lies to but a few of the Seigniors, some of whom
unfortunately are not of the number of those who have exceeded their rights ; it is this,
that in fact, some of the proprictors of Seigniories, do not regret the anti-feudal agitation
and the difficulties of the question; knowing as they do that some settlement must be
arrived at, they designedly exaggerate their claims, so as to provide for other final re
ductions without in the end giving up a good speculation. )

I will only cite one instance taken from the communications sent in to the Commis=
sion in 1843. A Seignior who gives his name and those of his Seigniories, de-
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clares, that these Seigniories brought him in £250 for the years then last past ; in
that part of the letter in which he gives his opinion as to a measure of commutation and
the indemnity to be paid to the Seigniors, he says: ¢ fifteen shillings per acre, as an
average, may thus be considered an adcquate indemnity for the forfeiture of Seigniorial
rights.” The Seigniories referred to extend over more than 50,000 acres, and are in the
possession of the Seignior, so that in round numbers we find—

Present value of Seigniories referred to...veveee. vovn i e B17,000
Indemnity required by the Proprietor...........cooiviiinniii i s %5150,000

The above figures need no comment ; the object is evident.

v

As it would be vain to labour at a plan of commutation and to render an account to
one’s self of one’slabours, without possessing the necessary statistics, I have been obliged to
supply the absence of such information, and to fill up a gap which should long ere this
have been filled up by government. I give below the genceral result of my researches. In
an appendix annexed to this =ketch \vill be found details calculated te enable one to
judge of the correctness of the numbers obtainca.

The total number of concessions made to proprietors of fiefs and unrevoked,

throughout the whole extent of Lower Canada, is.............. 5o
The number of distinct Seigniories may be put down at......... ........... 220
And by reducing this number in order to obtain an average of about six

superficial leagues of inhabited Seigniories only, to............. 155
The total number of proprietors of fiefs or Seigniories, and of port)ons of

Seigniories, as co-proprietors is, about............. [ [P 160

Of this number there are about 15 proprietors possessing 10:0,0C:0 arpents
or more ; about 100 proprietors of fiefs containing a superficies of
25,000 to 100,000 arpents, and about 45 proprictors of partsof a
less superficies than 2-,000 arpents taken together.

(See Appendix Table No. 3.)

And the average number of arpents possessed by each censitaire, is......... 920
The total superficies in arpents of the land originally held in Seigniory, is... 12822503
(Sec Appendix Table No. 1.)
The number of arpents in fiefs commuted in free and common soccage...... 1,039,012
(See Table No. 2, and remarks.)

Superficial extent in arpents of fiefs held by the Crown...... e, 1,143,558
(See Table No. 2)

The superficial extent of the uninhabited fiefs, is........ rrveeenn PP 3,409,056
(See Table No. 8.)

The total superficial extent of the inhabited Seigniories not including

those held by the Crown is............ e e e 7,230,877
Property conceded in censive and at present occupied throughout Lower

Canada, covers a superficial extent in arpents of.......coueuuvrne.ns «. 6,523,101
Of which the number ‘of arpents under cultivation i v......c.vcevvrerrn...... 3,154,802
And in forest 1and ..e....verreenen. ettt e ceees o coccnence. 3,368,299

(See Table No. 8. )
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Out of the whole number of arpents conceded in censive the Crown posses-
ses as proprietor dominant, in arpents........... e 581,754
The remainder, possessed by individuals, is.. .............. e feena, 5 941’ 347
The number of arpents of lands unoccupied in the fiefs of the Crown, is..... ,561’804:
(8ee Table No. 3, and remarks,) ’

The grand total, at the maximum amount, of the capital due by all the cen-
sitaires, other than those of the Crown, is without calculating the
fractions.......... Ceree e OSSR £325,166
This Capital is represented by the Annual Revenue of the cens et rentes
at the maximum rate of 2 sols pe1 arpent, amounting to............... L2477
And the Revenue of lods et ventes at 2 sols per arpent amounting to...... £24,755
(See Tables Nos. 7, 8, and 9, with the remar ls.)

The same charges due by the Censitaires of the Crown amount to £4,847

representing a capital for commutation, of....ceceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiinian . £80,733
This total value of the conceded Seigniories is increased by the following
items :—Total value of the mills..............o.coi L, 451,232

Value of the private farms and domains, say....ceceueunann..... oo 312,000
Future value of the concession or commutation of lands still unoccupled,
established hereafter.

(See Tables Nos. 3 and 7, and remarks.)

The absolute value of the Seigniories as here established is diminished when they are
sold, on accdunt of the obligation of the purchaser to pay the quint, and in the productive
value, .on account of its difficult and scattered collection.

The preceding calculations will all be made use of farther on ; I pass now to the con-
sideration of the different details of the schemes of Commutation that have been proposed

V1L

Every scheme of commutation contains three principal divisions, 1st. The object of
commutation ; 2nd. The mode of carrying it out, and 3rd. The period of redemption.

In the establishment of the dues subject to commautation, it appears to be the general
opinion that two subjects alone are liable to redemption, the cens et rentes taken as a whole,
and the lods et ventes. With respect to banality, it is evident that it was only introduced
for the benefit of the Censitaire, and that the obligation imposed upon the latter by law,
was only so done, to place the Seignior in a position to satisfy the wants of the settlement,
and I consider it evident, that the abolition of the right of banality and the establishment
of competition, were competition possible, will have the effect of increasing the price of
grinding and raising it to the rates usual in Upper Canada and the United States, at all
events in one part of the District of Montreal, in the localities where water power is rarely
obtained.

" As regards the Seignior, he could lose nothing by the abolition of this right, for the
simple practical reason, that wherever mills could be placed in situations advantageous to
their working, the Seignior has already done so, and that the places in which the
Seignior has not erected mills, are places in which mills have but a poor chance of proving
productive. To pay attention to thissubject would be to hamper to no purpose a measure;
the simplicity of which should be its chief merit.
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The fixing of the quantum of the cens et rentes has divided the persons who have
paid attention to the matter, into three classes. The first, which is composed of a certain
number of Seigniors determined to give up no part of the encroachments they have
made, desires that the cens and the rentes should be taken and made redeemable accord-
ing to the terms of the contracts of concession, without regard to circumstances, the nature
of the obligations, the protestations of the Country or the provisions of the Law. This
class I have already answered, and the Country has done so before me. The second
class ‘would raise the rente to four sous the arpent by way of compromise ad duritiam
cordis ; but inasmuch as it is a difficult matter to impose upon the people of the Country,
and for reasons of this nature, an impost that these reasons do not justify, they allege
the increase of the value of the dues paid in produce and the diminution in value
of the dues paid in money ; I have already ina previous chapter shown that if one of
these arguments were favorable, the other was equally in opposition to the proposition. To
what I have already said on this subject I may add, that the Censitaire farmer, as the head of
a family and a good citizen, ought to allow no addition to the dues, nor permit a flagrant =
violation of the provisions of an established law to triumph and be rewarded to the preju-
dice of his descendants, nor should he allow the fact to be witnessed, that proprietors
under the same title and under the influence of the same law, receive, one, the legal com-
mutation money, and another, a usurious sum. I respect theopinion of those who, not
being interested in the matter, have defended this scheme with a view to settle the
question, ahd on the principle that even this would afford relief to a great number of
Censitaires; but I cannot possibly adopt these sentiments, nor can I feel any pretext for
saying to the Seignior and to the Censitaire, ‘‘ you who are only entitled to two sols, shall
receivefour, and you who only owe two sols at the very most, must nevertheless pay two
more!” Amongst those who advocate the complete carrying out of the law, and the
establishment of the amount of the cens et rentes at the maximum of two sols, I reckon
myself, and with them form the third class.

Many methods have been proposed for establishing the value of the casual rights
of lods et ventes, which may be reduced, apart from their details, to the three following
plans, namely : '

1st. To have it permanently established, that the Jod or the twelfth part of the value
of the Seigniorial soil, shall be the capital of the redemption for the commautation of the
rights of lods et ventes. .

20d. To establish a scale of reduction by which it should be established, in proportion
to the value of the property, that {4 or [ of such value (or another proportion on the
same principle), should be the capital for redemption.

3rd. To establish the real average value of the profits arising from lods et ventes,
and turn this revenue into capital at the rate of six per cent. to obtain the amount to be
commuted,

Let us examine into the intrinsic merit of each of these three modes of valuation,
before discussing their practical application. In order torender the payment of one-twelfth
of the entire value of the property held under the tenure, 2 just one as regards the Censitaire;
it would require that the annual revenue produced by the lods et ventes should be the
interest of the capital so formed of the twelfth part of the total value of the lands, and
that the entire property with its whole value should change hands every seventeen years.
This latter condition is evidently impossible, and its assertion appears simply absurd
to any one who has paid the very least attention to public economy, and becomes still more
:80 to an observer endowed, with ordinary intelligence, who, casting his eyes around. him,
reﬂe.(:ts on the changes which take place in property. Such a system of change- were it
vossible, would be more dangerous to society than war, fire or pestilence. On this subject
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1 would refer to tables Nos. 7, 8 and 9, and to the ecaleulations which follow them ; to
make this scheme evident, and more plain, let us reduce it to figures. The whole extent
of conceded lands is 6,523,101 arpents ; the lewest average value that can be affixed to
the property is £2 10s. an arpent making the.entire value amount to £16,307,752, the
twelfth of which is £1,358,979, and this sum, following the plan in question, would be the
Capital represented by the lods et ventes.  Upon this principle a Seigniory nine leagues
in superficies, would be worth on account of the lods et ventes alone, the sum in round
numbers of £13,300, which is very nearly the real total value of the greater number of
the Seigniories of that extent, including cens et rentes, lods et ventes, private domains
and Mills.

The second plan proposed for estublishing the amount of the riglts of lods ¢ venies into
a principal redeemable in a proportionate scale, must be allowed to be correct in the abstract,on
condition however, that it Le based, as to its amount, on the real value of such capital.
This plan, first proposed by the Honorable Judge Reid in 1843, and subseruently by the
Honorable Mr. Badgley in 1851 is founded on the principle, that real estate changes hands
at average periods of time, varying according to the value of the properties, in other words,
that, of a small property or estate of small value, adds more to the casual revenues derived
from the lods ct ventes, than property of great value. Judge Reid proposed in contradic-
tion of this fact but in accordance with the general principle of progressive taxation, a pro-
gressive scale increasing with the value of the property, and DMr. DBadgley a decreasing
si:ale based on the fact above set out. The limits of the apportionmentin Mr, Reid’s scheme
varied between the tenth and the sixteenth of the real value of the property, and in Mr.
Badgley’s between the eighth and tenth. Whatever merit this mode may possess, without
reference to the fixed sums, as a matter of calculation and valuation, it is too difficult of
application, to be ever generally put into practicz in a new country, and by a people accus-
tomed to voluntary contribution and to an equal division of labor without regard to the
wealth of individuals or the extent of their obligation ; a domestic and rural life yet forms
too prevailing a feature in our national characteristics, to admit of the sudden introducing
of the application of the great theorems of modern public economy in the settlement of such
a question.

To establish the fixed real annual value of the product of the lods et ventes, is then the
only plan which remains. Every one now seems to hold the same views as to the adoption of
this pr.nciple; opinions differ only as to the means by which the knowledge of this value is
to be arrived at. Some propose totake rigorous proceedings, similar to those which would be
taken in a lawsuit before a Court of Justice, and in the supposition that the object is in-
determinate ; others conceive that it wounld be more advisable to settle the guestion by com-
promise, and to appoint the Legislature of the Country as amiable compositeur and arbi-
trator between the parties.

Before proceeding with the examination of these two opinions, I would remark, that
the opposition made to the settlement of the question by the Legislative authorities without
the direct intervention of the parties, is due to a very small number of Seigniors, and that
such an opposition is not calculated to create astonishment. Humanity has never made one
step in the way of progress, without being embarrassed by the opposition of privilege or
prejudice ; and such opposition does not always spring from real damage to pri-
vate interests, but more generally from the fear produced by ignorance or idleness, the re-
sult of inaction. In the present instance, there are Seigniofs who will oppose
every attempt at settlement, and yet, in a pecuniary point of view, have everything to gain
by any change whatsoever.

The rigorous proceeding to which I have before referred, requires on the part of the
Seignior, proof of the extent of his rights ; on the part of the censitaire, consideration of
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the evidence and in case of difference of opinion, testimony in rebuttal ; it requires, on the
part of the authorities the hearing of the parties and judgment on the merits, the judgment
to include and establish therelative extents of their respective obligations.

The only way, according to this system, of establishing the amount of the revenue of
the lods et ventes, and of determining it so that it should form the basis of a just average, is
to compel the Seignior according to his obligations to make up his rent-roll, and to render
the aven et dénombrement for a period, let us say with the Convention at MMontreal, of
ten years. This aveu et dénombrement is nothing more than an abstract or exact com-
pilation of the Seignior’s books.

It is not to be wondered at that the Seigniors object to this aveu et dénombrement, for
it is evident that in each of the inhabited Seigniories, it involves an averase expense of more
than a hundred pounds, as will be admitted by every business man, when he considers
that to draw up the dénombrement in all its details, it is necessary to bring up most min-
utely books with four or five hundred entries, kept for a period of ten ycars ; this would be
imposing a tax upon the Seigniors collectively, of about £20,000, and entail upon feudal
proprietors who have not objected to nor opposed a settlement, the payment of the costs
arising from thefactious opposition of a small minority of the body. Besides the peeuniary
expenditure this dénombrement would entail upon the Seignior, considerable time would
be wasted in the settlement of the question.

Let us Lowever suppose the Heignior to have furnished the statement required, it
cannot be admitted as proof without giving the censitaire leave to investigate its cor-
rectness and to contest it, if need be. That being done, there is yet more to be said;
the proofs must e submitted to competent authority which shail decide as to their respective
weight, and establish the value of the property so as to apportion upon each
estate the value of the dues thus settled. If, profiting by the experience acquired
by this mode of settlement by arbitrators and Commissioners, we consider the
enormous expense, the endless delay, the continual warring of interests which it creates,
maintains and perpetuates, we can arrive at but one conclusion, which is to declare such a
system utterly impossible.

Nothing remains then but to adopt the system of compromise, and let us commence by as-
serting that a measure of such importance should be honestly discussed, and thatin its dis-
cussion we should not bring up the fine drawn argument of an advocate thrown upon his last
resources. There is nothing new in the question, there is no mystery in it, its extent is not so
vast that we lose ourselves in endeavouring to explore it, and we are in possession of suffi-
cient information to enable us to establish @ priori, a mean or maximum of the value of the
revenues of the Seigniories. It is a fact, that the farther we advance in the study of the
question, its difficulties vanish, and we begin to perceive that by simplifying and general-
izing, we arrive little by little and without any effort, at a result which it was impossible to
foresee, and difficult even to aim at when beginning our researches. The form of com-
promise being the one I adopt as the means of settling casual rights, I shall return to the
subject. I now proceed to examine the plans proposed to effect the redemption.

I can only see two means ; that projected in the scheme of the Montreal Convention,
and that of which Mr. Archambault’s plan is the model.

Before proceeding to investigate the details of the plan of Commutation submitted by
the Montreal Convention, I deem itbut justice to myself to state the fact, that the results of
the memorable labors of this Convention, as to the principal point, are in perfect accordance
with the basis of the proposition I have invariably laid down, namely: © That it is reason-
able, aud just to say, that the interest upon the Seigniorial capital being paid by the
censitaires for five and twenty years, the payment of the redemption annuity ought to be
made by society (represented by Government) for whose benefit commutation has taken
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place ; on the principle that the erection of a capital out of the casual dues of lods et

ventes, renders obligatory on the part of the censitaire, the payment of a charg i
the present time is zmy }(,)ptional.P o wree which at

To carry out the redemption, the scheme under our notice proposes the issuing of
Provincial Debentures. A financial transaction of this nature cannot be deemed inexpedi:nt,
when a new engagement is being cntered into, some negotiation being again set on foot, or
when banking ins.itutions are being treated with, that are in a position to judze of the valye
of the property offered to them; but it is inadmissnble when the olject is to settle with a
multitade ofinc‘li‘vidunls for clear and established rights, their own property ; because these
debentures are, in the money market, nothing but a species of property which most
generally loses its nominal value, which has, in a word, no fixed value. Inthe present
case you cannot compel the Seigniors to accept these debentures, without guaranteeing
to them, that in the event of negotiation they will always be able to obtain theiT-
fall value for them. Now I would ask, what else would be the effect of such a guarantee,
but to subject the Country to fraud and stock jobbing, and force upon us on a small scale,
a period similar to that which in England preceded the dethronement in public opinion of
AMr. Hudson the Railway King, and which event caused a writer in the Illustrated
Tondon News to remark: “ Mr. Hudson (s ueither better nor worse than the morality of
1845.”” ‘There is moreover another reason against the adoption of this system, the
same reason for which the Legislature of last Session rejected the application of the
North Shore Railway Company, for the Provincial guarantee, namely, that our present
obligations to the creditors of the Proviuce, bind usto enter into no further bonds of this
description, and under the circumstances, it woald be impossible to obtain this demand
from Government or from the Legislature, were it in itself reasonable. The Lepi:lature
might indeed engage to set apart annually from the Consolidated Revenue Fand which
now amounts to a million, a certain sum out of what remains, altcr payment of the general
expcnses, the interest opon our debt and the annual payment to the sinking fund, bat it
cannot for the present contract obligations of another nature. To this argument it may
be replied, that the credit of the Province could not be involved by making these de-
Dbentares merely Municipal Debentures, but in this junctare, a full below par ia their
value might forthwith be anticipated.

The issue of debentures would have the further effect of compelling the inhabitants
of the Country, to pay the enormous expenses of the valaations and assessments, and won!d
oblige them to pay the cost of a collection, to which the Seignior is subject alike with every
other proprietor, and more so indeed, inasmuch as the administration has been
entrasted to him, by the spirit even of the tenure under which he holds. It is well known,
however, that the collection made for the public revenue, is more expensive than that made
by individuals; the same objections that I have urged against the system of arbitrators and
commissions, all apply to this mode of collection, which is on no account essential. For
this reason it was, that the minority in the Convention at Montreal voted against the scheme
adopted by the majority, and which determined Mr. Archambault to publish his plan,
which permits the Seignior to collect directly as he now does, the annual amount of the
dues. Let us suppose the collection made by the Municipalities, as proposed by the Mon-
treal Convention, including losses, to cost twenty per cent ;it is evident that the price
of commutation being in round numbers £900,000, the censitaires will pay the Seigniors
£900,000 if the payment be made directly, otherwise, the same censitaires would be obliged -
to pay £1,080,000 by the system proposed by theMontreal Convention.

As regards the period of commutation, no great difference of opinion appears to exist.
The period of 25 years has been generally flxed upon, as calculated to meet all opposing
interests; a shorter period would put the censitaire and the Government to inconvenience,
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and a greater length of time would tend to make the commutation instalment too insigni
ficant a fraction of the capitul for the Scignior.

I have examined with attention the numerous plans of settlement of the Seigniorial ques-
tion, including those which have been drawn up witha view to a declaratory law, und those
which have reference to immediate commutation. All these works have sorved to develope
the question by presenting it in every aspect and under every circumstance. From the
stady of thrse ducuments I draw the three following propositions : 1st, That theve is no
means of retarding immediate commutation ; 2nd, That any plan of commutation, to bé
successful, must repudiate the system of individualising, and be carricl out by geniral
measures ; ord, That the scheme of effecting it by commissions, arbitrations and assesswents
is the most expensive to all parties, the most tedious and the most producti.e of strife.

At the point at which the anti-Seigniorial agitation has arrived, any measure which
does not provide for immediate commutation upon an equitable basis, will only serve to
retard the settlement of the question, and to keep the Country in a state of ferment by
giving to the censitaires hopes which cannot be realized, and which are often unjust in
themselves, by inflaming the appetites of certain Scigniors anxious to speculate upon the
difficulty and delay. It is an ascertained fact, for instance, that tlu; Lill of last “ession,
which happily Gid not become law, containing as it did a clause raising the maximum of
the rente to four sols, has sharpened the appetite of some Seigniors who had hitherto beea
restrained within the limits'of the law, and who teok advantage of this declaration, to
raise the amount of rexutes in their new concessions. )

It is clear that all ideas of pertection in a plan of commutation should tend to the
simplification of the details. o scheme can ever be made to cmbrace each individual
case, and if cvery one is desirous of including in the law all ! little exigencies of indi-
viduals and localities, or to provide for every isolated case, nothing but confusion will ever

be attained.
That itis expodicit to endeavour to dispense with all the incidental expenses cfarbi-

trations and asse:snunts, is a fact that cvery one will admit.  The experience of every
Country proves the truth of this proposition. In England, whena the amount of indem-
nity for entering upen property in Liailway matters, had to be determined, the Companies, by
the advice of the most eminent business men, consented to all kinds of sacrifices
rather than have recourse to arbitration, and in Canada, whenever the Government or
Tailway Companies have had recourse to arbitration, the result has exemplified the truth of
the old French adage, and “ that the worst possible scttlement is better than the best law-
suit.”

In the consideration of this question it is important not to lose sight of one thing, T
refer to the effect that commutation would have on the privileges of third parties; all the
hypothecary creditors of the censitaires have an undoubted right to exact, that no radical
change shall take place in the position which the law guarantees to them, as regards their
debtors, for it is evident that if the property were charged with the payment of a privileged
capital in lien and stead of an annual rent immutable in its nature, the present sccurities
of a great number of creditors would be destroyed ; and it must not be forgotten that in
the organization of society the laws which govern capital are not in perfect faccordance
with the naturallaws of labour, and thatin agricultural labours especially, a person might pay
a rent of six pounds every year of his life, and yet, perhaps could never manage to pay
the capital sum of one hundred pounds, which represents this sum at our rate of interest.
Upon this principle and in accordance with what I have already laid down with reference
to forming a capital of the lods ef ventes, and the fact that public interest is the object of
commutation, I maintain that the State should interfere, and in strict justice contri-
bute something at all events to the commutation money.

I proceed to give the following plan of commutation in the form of a Bill, which will be
ollowed by explanatory observations,



PLAN

OF AN

ACT OF COMMUTATION

OF THE

SEIGNIORIAL RIGHTS.

VIL
PREAMBLE.

I. Whereas the Seigniorial Tenure was only introduced into Canada in order to
facilitate the settlement of the Country, and whereas the continuance of this system
of settlement has ceased to be necessary, and to advance the interests of the people
of this Province, it has become necessary for the public advantage, to provide for
the complete abolition of the Seigniorial Tenure ; be it therefore enacted as follows :

EXPROPRIATION.

1I. That immediately after the passing of this law, the feudal and Seigniorial
Tenure shall be abolished, with all the honorific and lucrative rights or dues created
by them, by, in favor of or against any class of inhabitants of this Province, or in
favor of the Crown represented by the Government of Canada, and all lands subject
to the censive shall come under the action of the tenure in freehold.

II. That all edicts, decrees, ordinances, acts, customs, agreements and stipu-
lations, relative to the tenure in fief and Scigniory, shall, from the date of the passing
of this Act, cease to have any force and effect in this Province, and they are hereby
abrogated and repealed.

IV. That proprietors in censive are hereby relieved for the future, from the pay-
ment of any obligations to the dominant proprietors, and all unconceded lands
throughout the extent of the fiefs and Seigniories, shall hencforth be re-united to
the domain of the Crown,

INDEMNIFICATION.,

V. That the expropriation decreed as aforesaid, for the purposes above stated,
-shall be effected, as regards conceded lands, upon the following conditions of indem-
nification in favor of the proprietors of fiefs and Seigniories so expropriated :

1st. That they shall receive from each of the grantees (concessionnaires), within
their censives at the time of the passing of this Act, the same annual sum that they
received heretofore, for cens et renfes until it shall reach a maximum rate of two sofs
currency per superficial arpent ; the only dues not stipulated in kind, convertible into
money, being wheat, to be estimated at 5s. per minot, and capons, to be estimated.
at ten pence each, »

2nd. That there shall be paid annually by each such concessionnaire, an additional
sum of two sols per arpent in superficies, as and for interest on the capital represented
by the lods ef ventes: which dues, at a general maximum average of four sols per arpent,
shall be paid to them for the period of twenty-five consecutive years, and shall
cease to be due at the expiration of that period.
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8rd. That they shall be entitled to receive from the Government of this Province,
for the period. of twenty-five years, an annual sum of two sous (one penny) per
arpent in superficies conceded in censive, and subject to the dues above referred to,
as and for a sinking fund annuity for the Seigniorial Capital and a general in-
demnification,

4th. That the proprietors of arriére fiefs, the Crown excepted, shall annually re-
ceive as dominants from the proprictors holding of them, a sum equal to the one-fifth
part of two sols per arpent in superficies, within the limits of such fiefs, the said sum
to be paid for the period of twenty-five years only. .

VI. That the proprietors of fiefs and Seigniories shall receive from Govern-
ment, as and on account of expropriation from their wild and unconceded lands,
the sums hereinafter designated upon the following scale, that is to say, 5 sols
currency per superficial arpent, for unconceded lands situate in the Seigniories
three-fourths whercof are conceded; 4 sols per superficial arpent of unconceded
lands, situate in Seigniories one-half whereof, at least, is conceded; 8 sols for every
superficial arpent of unconceded lands situate in Seigniories, one-fourth where-
of, at least, is conceded ; 2 sols for every superficial arpent of unconceded lands
situate in all the other Seigniories, with the exception of the Seigniories of the
Island of Anticosti and of Mingan or Terra-Firma; all of which sums shall be
paid to them annually for a period of ten years from the passing of this Act, at
the expiration of which period, the payment so to be made, shall be perfected ;
and that the Proprietors of the Seigniories of Anticosti and Terra-Ferma shall an-
nually receive from the Government, the sum of four pounds currency for every
league of land in superficies situate in the said Seigniories, and this payment also
shall continue for a period of ten years.

VII. That all the proprietors of fiefs and Seigniories, entitled to and in pos-
session of the same, at the time of the passing of this Act, shall rescrve as their
own exclusive property, the Domain by them possessed, occupied and improved,
in good faith, and the mills by them erected, with the water-powers working the
same.

VIII. That the Seigniors or dominant proprietors of property, situate within
the limits of Towns and incorporated Villages, shall annually receive from the
Corporations of such Towns and Villages, during a period of twenty-five years a
sum equal to the revenue arising to them from such dependence or censive, to be
computed at the average amount of ten years, and also one and two-thirds per
cent. of the capital represented by such average revenue, being the annuity desti-

ged to extinguish the said capital within the aforementioned period of twenty-
ve years.

ExscuTion.

X. That within the six months immediately after this Act shall receive the Royal
assent, every proprietor in censive of property situate without the limits of Towns
and incorporated villages, shall be bound to furnish to the feudal proprietor, of
whom he holds, by delivering to him or to his agent, at the domicile to be elected
by such Seignior within the limits of the said late censive, an instrument in the
form of Schedule A hereunto annexed. And every proprietor of an arriére fief whose
Seignior dominant is other than the Crown, shall furnish to the said Seignior domi-
nant an instrument in the form of Schedule B. The said instruments shall consti-
tute an hypothecary debt bearing privilege of baillewr de fonds prior to any other
hypothec granted even before the passing of this Act, the transter of the property
liberating t}_le qulleur from all personal liability ; and the holder of the said bonds
80 grantgd in his favor shall be bound to dep(;sit the same in the Registry office of
thfe lo_cahty therei'n referred to, and the Registrar of such office shall envegister the
said instrument in a separate book, to be called the * Commutation Register,” in
the usual manner and form to serve for all purposes, and shall endorse thereon a
certificate in the form of Schedule C hereunto annexed, and such Registrarshall be
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entitled to demand from the Receiver-General of the Province, who is hereby autho-
rized to pay the same, the sum of one shilling and three pence currency for every
such enregistration, including the certificate thereof.

X. The Receiver-General of the Proviuce, shall be bound to pay annually to the
late proprietors of Seigniories, as provided by the fifth and sixth sections,
1st. The sum of two sols per arpent in superficics, of the lands described in the in-
strninents granted in the form of Schedule A, upon production of the said instruments
bearing upon them a certificate of enregistration. 2nd. The respective sums fixed
by the scale contained in the sixth section, for each arpen’tof unconceded land, upon
proof made to the Receiver General of the number of unconceded arpents and their
situation, and in case of refusal by the Receiver General to receive such proof, then
upon proof thercof made to the satisfaction of two Judges of the Superior Court, and
certificates thereof by such Judges.

XI. That the corporation of any town or incorporated village shall assess and
levy, in accordance with the assessment Roll, on all property under their jurisdiction
and held in censive at the time of the passing of this Act, the sum to be fixed
by virtue of section VIEI, upon proof made to the said corporation or before two
Judges of the Superior Court, and such sum shall be paid annually by the cor-
porations aforesaid, to the proprietors of Seigniories entitled thereto, by virtue of the
section before eited.

GENERAL PROVISIONS.

XII. 1st. Hypothecary creditors under hypothecs bearing date prior to the
passing of this Act may be substituted exactly as in analogous cases under the
ordinary laws which shall apply also, i all matters connected with this Act to
substitutions and to all the rights of minors, interdicted persons, and women subject
to marital authority.

2nd. In case of sale (décret) it shall not be necessary to enter oppositions, for the
preservation of the privileges granted ander this Act, derogating in this respect
from the common laws, and in case -such opposition shall be made, the costs
thereof shall be borne by the opposant.

3rd. Parties holding 1n mortmain, tutors, curators, substitués, administrators,
and all corporate bodies, shall by virtue of this Act, exercise all rights which may
be exercised by any individual; and corporate bodies holding Seigniorial property
in mortmain shall be empowered to invest, as they may deem expedient, even in
real estate, the sums produced by commutation,

4th. The rent created by virtue of this Act in favor of the heretofore proprie-
tors of Seigniories may be extinguished by arrangement between the parties,
and any arrangement between the creditor and debtor created under this Act,
for a partial or complete redemption, shall be valid, provided it be made in con-
formity with the provisions of this Act. )

5th. Sums due by virtue of this Act shall be prescribed at the expiration of
twelve months from their becoming due, and shall not bear interest, and the en-
tire commutation debt shall he prescribed and extinguished at the expiration of
the twenty-sixth year after the passing of this Act; but such prescription shall
ounly be pleaded by the person who shall have conformed to the provisions of
this Act, aud by the tiers détenteurs who shall have notified the creditor of the ac-
quiring by them of the property charged. .

6th. The transformation by virtue of this Act of any real debt, into a perso-
nal debt, by means of promissory notes, shall be alegal transaction, and the same
shall be recoverable at all times. L

7th. The Government or the Town and Village Corporations may, being inte-
rested parties, appear before Courts of Justice, to combat all evidence offered by
virtue of the tenth and eleventh sections, and they shall be notified of the day
upon which such evidence is to be offered nnder pain of the proceedings being
declared null. '
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8th. Monies payable by Government under this Act may be stopped and
seized in the hands of the Receiver General, by virtue of orders and Judgments
of Courts of Justice.

9th. Any fraud against the provisions of this Act, and any attempt to exceed
the amount of the obligations arising out of this Act shall be punished by
the forfeiture, to the profit of the victim thereof, of all the money due by the party
so defrauded.

10th. All concessions made before the passing of this Act, of Lands within
the limits of Seigniories exceeding three hundred acres in superficies, upon
which no bond fide clearing has been made before the three months imme-
diately preceding the sanctioning of this Act, are hereby declared to be made
in contraveation of the laws regulating the feudal tenure in this Province, and are
null pleio jure, and such lands shall by virtue of this Act be rcunited to the
Public Domain. .

11th. All Courts of Justice within the extent and limits of their Jurisdiction,
shall summarily hear and determine all matters contained in this Aect, in the ordi-
nary and most extended manner and as they are empowered to decide all other
matters,and to fix the costs thereof.
12th. This Act shall be interpreted in its broadest.sense, and all questions inci-

dental thereto, shall be determined in accordance with the ordinary principles of
Iaw in analagous cases.

SCHEDULE A.

I, A. B, the present occupier of a land (or property,) situate in the
range of the concessions of the Parish (or locality) of bounded (succinet
description of land,) containing arpents in superficies, do acknowledoe
myself to be indebted to C. D. at the domicile to be elected by him in the
Parishes (or locality) aforesaid, in the sum of shillings currency per annum
to date from the day of the passing of the Act of Commutation, and so to continue
by virtue of the said Act for twenty-five consecutive years.

Place Date
Signature.
(or mark in the presence of two witnesses. )
SCHEDULE B.
I, A. B., the present holder of deposits funded as commutat;
arriére fief situate (description) P acknowledge to be ir:cllle?)tleoc? tz]%r.]eg.()f the

heretofore Seignior Dominant of the said fief, in the sum of currency per

annum, being the one fifth part of the commutation sinking fund £ i
and to be so indebted for the space of twenty-five years. ° o the said fief
Place date

Signature.

SCHEDULE C.
Filed and enregistered.

Place date A. _B. Registrar,
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It is evident at first #ight that the plan I have just proposed offers in its practical
results the three follewing advantames: Thet it does aw~y with all kinds of inci-
dental cxpovses, o ney ke carrled ot witheunt it§ bel»e neccasary to add one
single publie fu: ’ we pow hazve. In foot, cemmutatinn would
be ¢ected ik t, withont commetion, and without roquiring
any atten! D guaraatecs o decvee of eertai-ty from the fnet, that each
one will inow what he will have to nive) whot he will rercive, and the time when
and the woy in which the whele will take place. It will sccuie the interests of
third partios, the creditors of Scigniors and Censifaires and cauce ne interruption in
the Lvpotioeary system of the Country, a consideration of the reatest importance.

The first of these advantages cannot be over estimated, inasmuch as it
permits the application to the redemption, for the benefit of society, of a part of
the charges with which it is over burthened, of the monies which
would otherwise be emrloyed uselessly in the collection of information, which
we already amply possess, and in unprofitable disputes. Future investigations
would give us further information than we already possess from the resear-
ches herctofore already made, and the expense would exceed the sum required
for carrying out the scheme I propose. 'take for example the investigation into
the losses of 1837 and 1838 ; this enquiry, by which it was proposed 1o ascertain
and apportion on a fixed sum the claims of a few hundred persons, lasied nearly
two years, cost £13,000, and caused discontent to every one, including even the
Commissioners. From this, it is easy to perceive what would be the cost and result
of a commission, which will have to investigate the old and new titles of 71,000
families of Censitaires, examine for ten years back the books of 160 Seigniors,
decide and estimate the value, and apportion the rents and dues of tracts of land
extending over an area of more than 6,000,000 arpents of inhabited Country. ¢ I¢
will be a stupendous, curious and expensive task” said with reason the Honorable
Mr. Laterriére. I now proceed to a detailed examination of the ~arious provi-
sions of my scheme for commutation,

I have avoided inserting in the Preamble any word which might give
umbrage to the class of Seigniors, a certain number of whom only have ceased
to conform to the laws. I have nothingto remark as to the clauses ordaining ex-
propriation ; the abolition of the tenure would be complete and instantaneous.

The fifth clause, relating to indemvification, is divided into four paragraphs,
each of which I shall examine separately. 1st, I believe I have demonstrated
that no Seignior is entitled by law to demand more than two sols per superficial
arpent for annual rent, and that in all the Seigniories at the date of the promulga-
tion of the Edict of 1711,which establishesthe customary rate, and of the ordinances
which enforce it, the rente and cens united did not amount to two sols. It is also
now established, that in all the Crown Seigniories, in all the Seigniories in the
possession of religious Communities, in almost all the Seigniories in the Districts
of Quebec and Kamouraska, in a great number of the Seigniories in the Districts
of Montreal and Three Rivers, the scale of the rentes at the present time is below
twosols. Icould never comprehend how, onreasonable and conscientious grounds
the conclusion could be come to, that an increase in the maximum rate of cens
et rentes exceeding two sols, is not a violation of public law, and of the rights of
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individuals. To raise the cens ¢f rentes above two sols by an act of publie
authority, is to say, in the name of the law, to the Seigniors who have con-
formed to it, and these happily form the immense majority, * You are very
foolish to have so quietly believed in the rhapsodies of your titles and the
Edicts, arréts and ordinances which govern them ; the correct doctrine, the just
method, is to encroach and grind down, and to encroach and grind down again.”

I have fixed the conversion of the capons and wheat into money value, at
five shillings for the wheat and ten pence for the capons; this is a concessionin
favor of the Seignior, the total amount of whose cens ef rentes is below the max-
imum rate. The second paragraph extablishes in an exact manrer that the lods
et vcntes shall be represented by a proportionate additional rent equally apportioned
over each superficial arpent of land conceded. This system posses:es undoubted
superiority, and was recommended in 1313, by several persons, and public at-
tention wus directed to it by the Commissioners for the Seigniorial Encuiry. Mr.
Daniel Arnoldi thus wrote at this date, ¢ I conceive the measure would ke far
* better and sooner accomplished by a commen-urate renfe than by any other.
“In a business of this nature arbitration wounld be =urceptible of great abuses,
“ &e.”” This was also the opinion expressed by Messieurs Lacoste and Le-
mieux, in the House of Assembly in 1853.

I have now to show that the quantum I have fixed, is an equitable
average for the Seignior, and that the uniformity I establish in the payment of
the rente, is just as regards the mass of censituires.

I show by the annexed table, number 7, and the remarks which follow, that
in the thirteen Seigniories therein mentioned, by the returns given in by the Sei-
niors themselves, the average revenue arising from the lods et ventes, calculated
upon the number of arpents conceded, is rather under two sols an arpent. By
table No. 8, I have shewn that in the five Seigniories therein mentioned, the
average amounis to less than 1} sols per arpent.  From. the information furnish-
ed by Mr. Archambault, it appears that in the Seigniory of I’Assomption the
amount is under 15 sols per arpent. The Commissioners of 1843 ascerained
that, in the Secigniory of Lauzon, the annnal value of the lods et venles,
¢ would only add about one or two sols per arpent to the amount of the cens et
“rentes.” Mr. Lacoste, a gentlemen of great experience asanagent for Seignior-
ies, and whose information hasreference to several Seigniories uot included in the
above meationed tables, estimates the value of the capital of the lods et ventes in
1833 at one-thirty-sixth part of the value of the lands en cénsive ; so that estimat-
ing the value of the conceded lands both in wood and under cultivation
at an average of £2 10s. per arpent, this calculation would give an average
of 331 sols per arpent of capital, or two sols of annual proportionate rent. Table
No. 9 confirms this proposition, that two sols per arpent is the maximum value
of the lods et ventes. The foregoing is sufficient to convince all reasonable men,
and if each of those who seel an upright settlement of the question, would apply
these calculations to his own locality, there would not be a single individual re-
maining in the whole extent of the Seigniories, who would not admit the
fact, thal two sols of annual rent per superficial arpent is an adequate
indemnification, in place and stead of the lods et ventes. With respect to
the censitaire, it may be remarked, that an equal apportionment without regard
to the value of the lands would not be just. I assert that it is perfectly so
in its application, for it is a fact universally admitted, that it is property
of the least value that contributes almost the whole amount of the ca-
sual profits of lods et ventes, and 1that for one valuable property which is sold,
twenty half-cleared tracts are sold ; it is then true to say, that in a period of twen-
ty-five years, the small proprietor in censive, will pay more lods et ventes than
the rich proprietor, and that by an equal apportionment the poor man would in
factbe benefited. Besides, what would be gained by incurring the costs of valua-
tions and apportionments, if it be notto make one class pay more than another.
Iam convinced that strictly speaking, this system is the most just and the
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least expensive. This was the opinion of Mr. Boutillier of St. Hyacinthe, who
said in 1843: “ Upon examination of the Rent Rolls of a number of the Seig-
niovies in different parts of the Province, the annual Seigniorial revenue
might, T apprehend, be promptly and without difficulty ascertained.”” This mode
has moreover the merit of removing a great inconvenience which, in the case of
certain Seigniors would be almost the same as a spoliation without compensa-
tion, an inconvenience which has been represented by Mr. Peter Burnet, in the
memorial addressed by him to Sir John Packington ; Mr. Burnet shows that the
average of ten years which satisfactorily represents the value of the lods et ventes
in the very large Seigniories or in a certain number of Seigniories, in all the Seig-
niories taken together, does not always represent the average of a Seigniory
situated under peculiar circumstances. The case of a Seigniory in the District
of ‘I'hree Rivers, was brought under my notice, which only contains old lands of
great value. This Seigniory, I am told, produced £1000 of lods et ventes in one
year, and has not produced any at all for the last fourteen vears, so that this pro-
perty which gives an average of £66 of lods et venics per annum for a period of
fifteen years, gives nothing at all for a period of fourteen years.

The third paragraph is the key to the financial part of the proposed plan,
I have adopted the system of extinguishing annuities which is universally ad-
mitted in public undertakings, {1 banking transactions, and other financial opera-
tions. According to this principle an annuity of one and two thirds per cent of
the capital added to the interest at the rate of six per cent annually, extingunishes
this capital in a period of twenty-five years. In other words, a capital loaned on
a sinking fund on condition of receiving 7% per cent for five and twenty years,
is as well invested as though it had been loaned at six per cent, repay-
able at any period whatsoever. Of the part of the indemnification proposed to be
paid by Government I appropriate the proportion of 34 per cent, and set it apart
to smooth down the asperities of the system of generalization and to justify the
exercise of the high handed authority which in every case of expropriation is neces-
sary ; this proportion forming an unimportant fraction of more than two thirds of
a sol per superficial arpent of rent added to the four sous of the censituire, is the
intercst on the capital granted to the Seignior and which is extinguished by
the annuity, leaving rather less than one sol and one third per arpent of annual
rent, remaining from the Government grant. ) )

The following is the result of all these calculations applied to each superfi-
cial league of Seigniory : .

Maximum amount of consolidated capital....ovovaeans. 1150

Annual interest on this capital.sseeeeeaiieiiiiiieannsn 69

Extinction Annuity...ceeeeseeesecscassascranaceees. 19

wown
Y- Y S

There exists in favor of the Seignior a fraction of a sou ; the capital is com-
puted as follows :

£ s d
Capital due by censifaires....coseesesssesececaesnee.. 980 0 0
Capital derived from Government....ccvoueeeecaesess 170 09
Interest paid by censifaires.....eescevessasssseisesess 5816 0
Interest paid by Government.........occcovrireeiionnieeennes 104 6

So that the proprietor of a Seigniory, let us suppose of two leagues in front
by three in depth, would annually receive for twenty-five years the (maximum)
sum of £352 from the censitaires, and a further sum of £176 from the Government,
and would retain as his own property for ever his mills and domains: which
would in amount be equivalent to payment in cash of £12,000 as the valu.e of
such Seigniory under ordinary circumstances, abandoning moreover the droit de
Quint in favor of the Seignior. It is certain that no Seigniory exists, the rela-
tive value of which exceeds this sum, unless the excess be derived from
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manor-houses, domains or mills of more than ordinary value, a consideration
giving rise to no difficulty, under the provisions of my scheme. :

The system of annuities and instalments has been objected to, on the prin-
ciple that economy not being a characteristic of a great number of the Seigniors,
- this mode of redemption would in many cases have the effect of permitting them
*“ to spend both principle and interest.” In reply to this Mr. Cartier said, ' if
the Seigniors are not wise enough to manaze theiz own affairs, let them have
Curators appointed.” This is evident, for when the folly of pecple is made use of
as an argument, the conclusion to be drawn should have some reference to the
mad-house or to a Curator.

The fourth paragraph has reflerence to a fow arridres-fiefs, of which the do-
minant proprietors are not the Crown. The rights of the Seignior Dominant
consist in the receipt of one filih part of the price of each mutation or sale ; as this
casual right only produces a revenue to the Domirant at very remote periods
it is evident that one fith part of the value is fa: too much, as the price of com-
mutation. I consider that the annual payment of one fiith of the Government grant
is a large indemnification, in fact it creates in favor of the dominant a fixed an-
nual rent of two pounds niue shillings currency per superficial league besides an
annuity of £3 168s. 8d., thus effecting in twenty-five years payment of a capital of

230.  The quint has never produced to the Crown any thing approaching that
sum considering the extent of the arriéres-fiefs.

Clause VI fixes a scale by which the amount allowed for indemnification,
for the reunion of unconceded lands to the domaine of the Crown should vary in
proportion to the real value of the lands. For it is at once evident, that the Sei-
gniories which have made the least progress towards settlement, are those oc-
cupying the worst situations, and for the same rcason those in which conces-
sions are least frequently made; then, asthe property the Seignior has inthe value of
the unconceded lands, only represents a latent capital which comes under the seisin
of the dominant, as fast as it is conceded, the immediate redemption of this capital
requires an amount diminishing in proportion to the diminution of the chances
of concession—I propose to repay this capital by annual instalments bearing no
interest, for the simple reason, that now it is the course which the jeturn of the
interest on such capital, follows by successive concessions from year to year.
The maximum fixed by the proposed clause, five sols per arpent paid annnally,
by instalments during ten years, will form a capital of £735 per superficial
league of unconceded and uninhabited country, and the minimum a capital of
£294. I except from the proposed rule, the Seigniories of Anticosti and Terra
Firma, because in reality these properties are almost valueless, and have in fact
produced to their proprietors nothing worth mentioning. This capital paid re-
gularly without risk, and without any expense attending its management is assured-
ly worth more than the rights of the Seigniors in these wild lands and uncon-
ceded lands, the nominal value of which, diminishes in consequence of the risk
and difficulties attending a widely extending, long, and difficult collection.

From the foregoing remarks it may be seen how untenable is the proposition
contained in one of the clauses of the Bill last Session, constituting a ground rent
(rente fonciére) of T sols per superficial arpent inconsideration of the concession of
wild lands in franc alew ; to demonstrate what cruelty.to the poor farmer would
attend the carrying out of such a provision, it will be sufficient to submit the
following calculations to the reader ; from the information furnished by the late
Honorable_ Mr. Dionne of Kamquraskq, with a candor and good will that does
ponm: to his memory ; l.he beautlf}ll Seigniory of St. Roch des Aulnais, contain-
ing six square leagues in superficies was bought for £10,000, including a2 mag-
nificent Mill, which produces an annual revenue of £400 ; this denotes a more than
ordinary progress in-cultivation, and the consequently increased value of pro-
perty contributing the casual profit of lods et ventes and including also therein
the quint. Well, according to my proposition a Seigniory of the same ex-
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tent, without Mills, clearings, or habitations, and situated under the most unfa-
vorable circumstances, would cost the inhabitants the sum in round numbers of
£10,000, the capital represented by the constituted rent of 7 sols (31d.) per
arpent,

Clause VII enacts that the Seigniors shall remain the proprietors of
their private domains occupied by them in good faith, and the exclusive posses-
sion of their mills, without being subject to the exigencies of the laws and
customs relating to banality.

Clause VIII relating to fiefs occupied by Towns or incorporated Villages
may be easily understood, and I do not believe there is any other general method
for proceeding to commutation under the circumstances, than by taking advan-
tage of the Municipal authorities, whose dfganization is complete, and who have
their assessment rolls and the necessary officers to carry out this mode of redemp-
tion, which will not entail upon these Corporations, more difficulties than
a simple additional taxation for any other object or purpose, whatsoever. If it
be remarked that the government does not render assistance to the Town Censi-
taire, as it does to the rural Censitaire, [ would answer that it is to the special ad-
vantage of the former that commutation 1akes place, because the due of lods et
rentes weighs more heavily upon Town property, and upon the mercantile and
industrial classes who are principally inhabitants of the City or Town.

Clause 1X enacts, what shall be the means employed by the Censitaire
to guarantee lo the Seignior the payment as regards himself of the annual sums
which he shall be bound to make to him. I maintain that the Government
ought to pay the costs of enregistration of the new contracts, inasmuch as by
enacting that expropriation shall take place, the Seignior is deprived of the gua-
rantees afforded him by the Seigniorial Tenure, and they are obliged to be renewed
in another form ; this expense moreover, only amounts 10 £4,480, once paid.

Let us now ascertain what sum each: Censitaire will have to pay to his
Seignior for five and twenty years, by virtue of .nly proposed plan. Let us take
for example a farm of 80 arpents. The lods ef venles being calculated attwo sols
per superficial arpent, such a farm will pay annuilly the sum of six shillings
and eight pence for that item ; and as the rent will be paid, at the rate at present
fixed in the contracts, up to the maximum of two sols, we shall have the total
amount hereinafter set out, according to the circumstances of the case.

s, d.

For a land of 80 arpents not charged with renfe but charged with one
SOl Of CEMS,uvuirninriessicrieriniii i it erareneee e 6 8%
For a land charged with half a sol of rente perarpent,......c...... 8 41
For a iand charged with one sol of rente,....... e enerreeeanaeat e rrnaas 10 0%

For a land charged with one sol and a half of rente,........c.....oo. i1 8%
For a land charged with two sols 0OF MOre,e.veevissversarenensses 13 4%

Under the clause X, the Province would have to pay annually two sols, forv every
arpent of land in censive without the limits of the Crown Seigniories; now the
number of arpents so situated, being 5, 941, 847, it follows, that the ennual sum
for the payment of which the Government will be bound, will be £24,755, indeed
rather less than this from’ the fact that the franc aleus and the private domains of
the Seigniors are included in the sum of the arpents conceded. The secopd para-
graph of the same clause, has reference to the payment for lands not conceded and
reunited to the public domain ; it is evident that in this case the Government gains
and receives more than their value, because, by paying for the partial right
that the Seigniors have to the property, the State becomes the exclusive pro-
prietor. To calculate the annual sums that will have to be paid for a period of ten
years for the redemption of unconceded lands, the following approximate estimates

may be set down:
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250,000 arpents at 5 sols (23d,)vee veveeencnsaoncnsnsanena £2,604
200,000 do at4sols(2d.)eieiiiiniiiiiiiieioeneeienane. 1,666
250,000 do at3sols (11)eveereriesnrrecnnenosaniansen 1,662
792,986  do  at 2s0ls (2d.)evuriiieiiin cierenenasanneaes 3,304
454 leagues at Anticosti and Terra Firmas at £4.....000evnorns 1,816

£10,932

Ihave established the value of the wild lands, under the different circumstances men-
tioned in my scheme, on the price obtained at private sales, for old inhabited Sei-
gniories commauted into free and common soccage, and these bases are so far more
liberal for the proprietors, inasmuch as in the commuted Seigniories, the owners
have in virtue of their letters patent become exclusive proprietors, instead of hold-
ers in common as theretofore.

The provisions contained in the XI and XII clauses of the Plan hardly require
commentary, the end and means of attaining it explain themselves, and have at
different times been the subject of discussion in Parliament, and elsewhere. Desides
the limits necessarily assigned to this work, oblige me to confine myself to advancing
propositions, leaving them to the intelligence of the public and of the reader
to develope; it will be enough to say that it will not suflice merely to peruse this
treatise, but to form a general estimate of it, a profound study of its details is neces-
sary. ltrust that [ shall be pardoned the perhaps tedious conciseness, which I
have been obliged to have recourse to.

e
IX.

On first consideration I had prepared a clause to provide indemnification for
the purchasers of Seigniories, who, counting upon the decisions of the Courts,
have paid for these properties a higher price than the one I have established, or who
have accepted legacies upon onerous conditions, thereby placing themselves in
the same position, asthat of the purchasers above referred to. For notwithstanding
what may be said and with reason too, that these purchasers have acquired such
property imprudently or in bad faith, or that their contracts, are de facto aleatory
contracts by virtue of whichthey have become proprietors of contested rights at their
own peril and risk; I am nevertheless of the opinion of Messrs. Sicotte, Chapais
and many others who are of opinion that the Government should, in order to the re-
moval of any pretext for complaint, pay such indemnification, if there really is a
purchaser ; but no necessity exists for such a provision in the scheme which I sub-
mit, because in fact the best Seigniories are not worth in the market more than
or even as much as the value assigned to them, and T believe and may state
with certainty, that there are not more than three Seigniories in the Country which
have ever been sold for a larger sum per superficial league than that which I
have established ; these three are the Seigniories of Beauharnois, Rouville and
Terrebonne ; now the principal value of these Seigniories is not due to the annual
rents and the casual rights, but to the value of the private Domains, manors and
mills, which, left in the possession of the Seigniors and freed from the quint and
the obligations of banality, afford consequently to the proprietor, in the end, more
than perfect comyensation. In the Seigniory of Beauharnois in particular, the
agent, Mr. Wakefield, further declared in 1543 that the purchase of that property
had been a very bad speculation: a circumstance which- may serve to convince
those who pretend that it is impossible for the purchaser of a Seigniory to make a
bad bargain.

It may not be il together useless to make a remark, which practically re-
moves many difficulties, and it is this, that the Seigniories in which the amount of
‘the rent has been increasgd illegally, are not those which always produce the
Jargest revenues, and that in all cases they never produce a revenue approaching
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the nominal amount of the obligations. ¢ The wine press can never force from the
grape more than a certain quantity of wine !”  The excess of the rents diminishes
the value of the property; then, asthere are no sales, or if there ate any, they are at
a very low price, but little casual revenue accrues from the lods et ventes ;
but that is not the only nor yet the principal reason of this fact; the principal
cnuse lies in the difficulty incurred in the collection of the revenue, in conse-
guence of the passive resistance offered by the censituires to unjust encroach-
ments, against which neither the Government or the Courts have granted their
protection ; it will be sufficient to say that the arrears of certain Seigniories have
risen to enormous amounts, and have been sold for a mere trifle by the Seigniors.
T am aware that ihe arrears due 10 one of these Seigniorial proprictors amounting
to £325 or £30,000, were sold by him at a loss of more than five hund:ed percent. and
that one Seignior alone, has within a period of three years been obliged to lodge
no less than 179 executions in the office of the Sheriff of Montreal.

Those who will refer to the appendices to the Report of the Commis-
sion of 1843 will perceive that the complaints brought by the Seiguiors with re-
spectto “dad debts” and “ frauds committed ” afford proof of the factI have stated.
'T'his carries out what [ have already remarked viz: That certain Seigniors ex-
aggerate the value of their Seigniories, and by so doing, they have induced
many people to believe that their Seigniories are a second Peru. It is
highly amusing for example to pernse the memorials addressed to the Colonial
office on the subject: These documents commence with an outpouring of poli-
tical sentimentalily, they regret the good old times, when elbow room and free
entrance could be oblaind to Downing Street; they speak of demagoguism, the
arbitrary will of majorities, of ** the Government of Lord Elgin” and of the at-
tempts at spoliation against the Scigniors, but they take very good care that
the amount of the revenue of their Seigniorial property should be made known ;
and the noble Lords of the Treasury would have laughed if any mischievous per-
son had told them that these revenues only amounted to some three hundred
pounds for which a more than sufficient compensation has been offered to them.
But there is one thing |1 now begin 1o suspect, viz : Thal a certain number of the
Seigniors, without refusing the money, attach much more importance to the
title of Seignior, and look upon themselves as the aristocracy of the country;
such persons ought candidly to state their opinion; it is a fine sentiment in a utili-
tarian age, where a man is always measured by the length of his purse, and some
means might be arranged by which an economical order of knighthood might be
established for their benefit.

A guestion was put to the following effect by Mr. Wakefield, agent for the
Seigniors of Beauharnois in 1843. What aulhorll)_f h:}s !'he Leglslauve. Assem-
bly for making any enactment with respect to Seigniories commuted into free
and common soccage? For the solution of this question, we must first of: all de-
fine the respective position 1o which the parties intgrested are placed by virtue of
the Imperial Act. These titles change into exclusive and independent property
to the profit of the Seignior all unconceded ‘lands hereto(:ore; Possessed by them
in Seigniory or under the simple title of dongmant; from this it is clear that as re-
gards lands unconceded at the date of the issue of the Letters Patent, the Legis-
lature has nothing to do with them and we need not take them into our consider-
ation; but asregards lands then cox‘xcc@eq in censive, th_es_e documents simply
grant permission to the Seignior and censitaire, without obl'lgmg them 1o alter the
tenure of their properties; thusit is manifest that this provision being of a volun-
tary nature is obligatory on the part of nobod){, anq binds _n_ellher the _local Le-
gislature nor individuals, and that agenera}l {.,olomal provision _render.mg com-
mutation, generally, obligatory, includes in its effects the parts in censive of the
comnuted Seigniories ; inasmuch as an enactment of this nature is not a contra-
diction of the Imperial Act, but is on the contrary the confirmation of the pro-
visions of that Act ; in a word it would only enact the establishment of a state of
things which by the Imperial Act is declared expedient and desirable,



36

I claim in conclusion a consecientious investigation of the propositions which
I have set outin this treatise, which I only lay before the public, in the firm con-
victionthat my system only provides for doing justice to all, and in doing so 1o en-
1ail the least cost upon the public generally. 1 ask for it study, such as would be
bestowed upon the labor of an intimate friend, of whose devotion to the cause you
are convinced, and then, instead of searcning for something with which to
find fauli, the reader will endeavour to comprehend everything, and if after
so careful an examination my scheme be rejected, I shall feel that I have been
deceived, though my intentions have been of the sincerest nature.

One word more ; let those who are called upon to assist in the solution of
this great question, consider the matter in-a historical point of view, and cast
aside any feelings of self interest which may assail them, they will then find the
question more easy of solution.
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IE% ] Situation
Sl according to Superficies ~ - -
g ‘g‘ 53 Seigniories. new division in Namisngf dgf;g(l,[flai,ﬁﬁ ntees REMARKS.
2 §e of Arpents. s
E 28 Distriets.
g% | "
1|....}Anse aux Coques............. Kamouraska. . .. .|.ceeememeaiaaealocrmm i Part of Le Page—Thibierge is not sepa-
2| 1lAuse de VEtang.... ........ Gaspé .......-.- 7056 Riverin & Hazzeur ....... 1697|Commuted in free and com., soc. [rated.
3| 2Antaya.................. .|Three Rivers.. ... 3528 De Comporté . ........... 1672
4 3lArgenteuil ........o il Montreal. ....... 56448 Daillebout. .. ... ... .......1680
5|  4lAubert-Gallion............... Quebee.......... 28224 Aubert. ..ot 1736
6]..../Aubinde Plsle.............. QUEDECa. e e e e See De L’Isle.
Assomption. .. coeeer eavenonn Montreal .. ...... oo See Lachenale.
7| 5{Baie St. Antoine.............. Three-Rivers . ... 28224 Letebvre ..ot 1683
Baie du Févie...oovvuennnnn. Three-Rivers .. oee e oo e oo cannnu] oo - iSee Baie St. Antoine.
8| 6|Batiscan .................... Three-Rivers .. .. 317520 Jesuit Fathers ........... 1639 Belong to the Crown.
9l....|Beaupré ...l Quebec. .. oo e |See Cote de Beaupré,
10| 7|Beavharnais................ M ntreal........ 254016 De Beavharnais. ......... 1729 Commuted.
11) 8/Beaujen (Lacolle)........ ....|Montreal. ....... 42336 De Beaujeu. ......... 1733-1713
12| 9Beaumont ..........eeiann. Quebec ......... 31752 De Beaumont............ 1672
10! Augmentation .. ........... } Quebec. . . .. e % = { De Beaumont. ........... 1713
13| 11|Beauport...............: »....|Quebec ..... 28224 Gitfard. ...l 1653-1635
14|....|Beaunlac............. reeeen Montreal. . .uv et fiaa e Pait of Chambly.
15|. Bauvais. . o oo oottt Quebec ................................................... Part of Deschaillons,
16! 12 l}gécancour ................... Three-Rivers. ... 33811 IF)G Bécancour. . ... ... 1647
17| 13|Bélair (Ecureuils) ......... oupin. ...l yoo 1672
18| 14|Avgmentation (Bélair)...... 2 Quebec .......... 10584 g Do (Mezerai)......... 1706| ( Beleil contained only 31752 arpents
19! 15Beleeil ...l Montreal 42336 Hertel .. ......... 1694 according to the titles ; but the laud
16{Avgmentation. ««o.ueenn... real. . ceevs ~ De Longueunil. .. ........ 1713 contained the superficies here de-
20! 17{Bellevu® . ...cnveiiiueann ... Montreal........ 3528  (DeViré ..ol 1672, ( siznated.
21| 18 Beithier(Bellechase)......... Quebec . ........ 25224 BeBhier .................. 1672
22, 19 Berthier'et Isle Randin..... L 1674
20 } Montreal ......... 81444 Letage ................. 1372| ( The title of Bleury shews 3 leagues
23] 21 Kamouraska. .... 29021 De Vitré .. oveeieennnenn 1675 frout by 3 depth, but the landisa
241 22 .|Montréal........ 31752 Sabrevois .....coviennn.. 1750 triangle.
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23] . Situati
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SELE Seigniories. new division P Names of Original Grantoes REMARKS.
S| ES f A ) and date of Grant.
g é o . [s) $ rpen’s.
53 g Districts,
&5
23(Bonaventure .............o.. 1Gaspe ..ol De Lacroix.............. 1657
25| 24|Bonhomme (Bélair) .......... Quebec .. ...... 14112 Bonhomme ........ ..... 1632 Bonaventure has been forfeited.
26| 25Bonsecours ... ... .... Montreal. . ... ... Q8224 Charon ................. 1702/ Bonhomme belongs to the Crown.
D4 QSIBtmsecours .................. Quebee. ..., . 14122 Villeneuve .. ............ 1687
28 27‘Bonsemurs (Islet)...... ..... Do....... .... 21168 Bllunger o .....oLlL.. 1677
29| 28 Bourcl.emin .....i.ii....... Montreal ....... 63501 Bourchemin. ............. 1695
30 Boucuner. . ... .v..;Three-Rivers....|........ .. .... Boncheroooo ool 1656|Included in the superficies of the neigh-
31 29Beucherville.....ooveenn. ... Montreal........ 19152 Do .. 16721 bouring Seignivrics.
320 30{Deurg-Louis.......... weo-. |Quebec..... e 53212 Fornel ..o iiaia.,. 171‘1!
33| 31 Bourgmarie Est............. Three Rivers. ... 8350 Fezeret........ ... ..... 1768
34} 32|Bourgmarie Ouest............ Montreal. ....... 1560 do.
Becquets, les..... e Three Rivers ... 0. c.oo. oo i See Lévrard.
Bruyéres ...... e easeea PO Do o PIICEERIN e e !See Leeancour.
35| 33|Cap de la Madelaine. ......... Do. - 257210 Jesuit Fathers . .......... 1651 Pelones to the Crown.
Cap St. Ignace. .............. Quebec.......... 5292 e eve.-v. .. .|There is no title to this Seigniory, at all
34|Cap St. Michel.............. Montreal........ 10584 Leloire and St. Michel...1672] events none bas been found.
36| 35(Caruful.................. w..../Three-Rivres. . Q25224 4Sivardlde Carufel........ 1705
371 36/Champlain........... .... - Pézard ... .. .. o L. 1664
- 37 Augmgntation ........... . g Do. ot <336 { ILmnnChe ............. .. 1667
38| 38/Chambly.................... Montreal. ....... 42356 Le Cliambiy. ...ooo. oL 1672
39, 39|Chateauguay................. Do, ....... 4336 LeMMoine. vaveeenn . on ... 167
40| 40|Chicot et Isle du Pas......... Do,  ...... 8792 Dupas ... .. 1672
41{Cloridon . ... ..ovoaiiiia.. Gaspé......oooofiuun oL, |D’Eneau .............. 1756, Forfeited.
41 42iContreceeur.................. Montreal........ 28224 De Contreceur........... 1672
43|Céte de Beaupré. .. .. eeeaan Quebec. ......... « 635000 ‘Réanardiere .. ... ... ... 16361
42|....|[Colonge. . ... e . Do. P Dunllebout -...... ... ... -1657 The superficies is ineluded in the nejgh-
43| 44!Cournoyer. . .... J Montreal. . ... . QR224 De Cournoyer. ..... ..., 1695]  bouring Seigniorics, =
45|/Cournoyer. . ... .. Three-Rivers. ... .. 42236 Linctot .. ... ... RPN |
44t 461Courval - .. ..., Do. ....... 42336 Cressé. . ... oo, ... 1751
45| 47|D’Aillebout........... et Montreal........ 42336 D’Aillebont. ..., ... 1736
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CETI —
85| w2 Situation
&3 E; o according to the
g8 Es Seigniories. new division
LK g of
ﬂg g Districts.
2k
46 48\D’Autré Est...... Creieienan
49D’Autré Ouest. ... .euunn.. } Montresl........
471 50D’Autenil...........-.. . Quebec. . ..o ...
----{P’Argenteuil . ... ool L Montreal. .. .....
51Deguir. ccocvveeennnennae. .. Three-Rivers. . ..
48 g§ ge {;i’ery .......... et Montreal ........
elIsle. oeiunuiaiaini... Quebec..........
54|Derriere Laneraie.. ........... Montreal .......
49| 55!De Ramezay........ e 0. e
50] 56 De Maure (St. Augustin)...... Quebec.........
57|De Peiras. ..o o vvevenaeennsn Kamouraska.. ...
51| 58'DeRamezay.....cexiveueenns Montreal........
521 59 Deschambault................ Quebec..........
....{Deschaillons ... ............ Do. . .
53| 60|Desplaines, N. E........... D
61! Desplaines, 8. 0............ } O srmenee
54! 62/Dumontier.......c.ceieann.. Three-Rivers
55|....Dorvillier.......... eree e 0. .-
56 63:%usab]é ..................... Montreal. .......
57....1Duquet. . ... . il ‘Quebee. ...,
BSi. ... Uu?antaie ................... Do. .........
591 64{Dutort ........ ... ..ol Do.
60| 65/Eboulemens ............ eeowd| Doo il
.. .‘Ecureuils ....... e Do. .........
66 Epinayou L..........oooont Do. ..co.ann.
61| 67|/Fossambault. ............... ] Do .eennn.
62 68 Foucault.......coooiiiiiin Tontreal ..
69 Fournier......c..vootnn . Quebee. .. .u....
63!....1Gamache. ..eoeveneenianonnns Do.
61l TO|Gaspé..... c..oioiiiiiiniis Do, .........

Superficies ..
P n Name gderlgu;aéGra‘nteu REMARKS.
Arpents. and date of Grant.
; !Bourdon ........ P 1746
8520 3 2 RO 1637

15376 D'Auteuil ... ..cooanant 1693
........................................... See D’Aillebout.

238204 DeGuir........ ..ooo..n 1751

3: De LErY cvuvvvrnecnnnnn. 1733

RERLE Aubin ........... e 1726

64000 Neveu . .coevvininennnn. 1759

42336 De Ramezay ............ 1756

LR T The title has not been found—Act of

2821 Peiras ..........ocoon-. 1675| fealty and hoinage made in 1781

63304 De Ramezay ............ 1710

21168 Grandmaison . .......e... 1652
............................................ See St. Jean.

pl

17900 { Le ((})ardeur .............. }"7{:7‘

31742 Dumontier ........cc0ve.. 1‘.05;
e e i iei oo . ISecSte. Anne.

21168 Dusablé. . ......c..cont
............................................. See Ste. Antoine.
............................................ Nee Ladurantaie.

e S The title has not been found.

52920 Lessard ... ... ..... ... 1633
.............. e i ieieeiinennee. ... |See Bélair

7056 L’Epinay ..... ool 1701
2504 Goderville. . .uviieeene .. 16593
35200 Honcanlt oo 1708
5010 |Fournier ................ 1672
.................................................... See Lnfrenay,
15876 De Gaspé -cvvvvununn. .. 173
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Ty
=
as w3 Situation . "
28| & according to the Superficies . < . .
AR Seigniories. now division “in Names of Originial Grantees REMARKS.
SRR of Arpents.
53 g Districts.
A%
65| 71|Gatinean ................ v...|Three-Rivers . ... 5202 Boucher ... ... ... ... 1672
66) 72|Gatineau .................... Do. ..... 21168 Gatineauw................ 1750
67| 73lGaudarville . ..o ..., Quebee ... ... 15120 Lavzon . ... ... .. ... 1652
68| T4|Gentilly.......... ... ........ Three-Rivers 35280 Pelletier de la Pérade . .. ..1676
69 75|Godefroy. ...........uiuea... o.  ..... 15876 Godfioy ...l 1638
70| 76|Gouffreoule................ Quebec. ......... 14112 Dupré .. ................ 1682
71| 77lGrand Pabos................. Gaspé...... P 63504 Hubert ...... ... ... .... 1696, Commuted.
72| "78|Grandpré. ................... Three-Rivers. ... 23224 Boucher ... ... .. ... 1695/
73; 79/Grand Riviére................ Gaspé...... e 21168 Cochu ..... ... ........ 1797
80|Grandville. . . ............ ... Kamouraska... .. 21168 Grandville .............. 1707|0f which 10584 are united to Kamou-~
- 81 Grandville and Lachenaye. . ... Do. S T See Terrcbois. [raska.
74 82 grande Vallée........ ....... Gaspé. .........).... ... .. ..., H?Keur ................. 1691, Forfeited.
75| 83|Grondines West............ D’Aiguillon . ............ 1638
84Grondines East. .. -ooonn ... } Quebec .......... 86436 { Hospial o oooo2 00 1662
85(Augmentation G............_. Do. ......... 15876 Hamelin,............... 1711
76!....|Grosbois. . ... . ... ... ... Three-Rivers. .| ... oo See Machiche.
Tt 86|Gillandiére. ................. Montreal........ 2520 Guillandiére ............. 1672
78] 87|Hubert................. .... Quebec ......... 8234 Hubert ... ... ....... 1698{Uninhabited.
79 88|IsletStJean.......c.c....... Do. ......... 14112 Couillard. ............... 1677
80)....|Islet Bonsecours.............. D See Bunsecours, Parish of Plslet,
81] 89|Islet du Portage.............. Do. ......... 7056 Grandville .. ............ 1672 Le Portage shows on the map 28224 ar-
82 90[Green Island................. Kamouraska.. ... 28224 D’ Artigny. ..ol 1654, peuts, that proceeds from the new
83| 9l1Isle Perrot. .................. Montreal ........ 7056 Perrot. . ... ... L. 1672 division of estates.
84 92|IsleSt. Paul ................. Do, ......... 360 LeBer.....ooovveoo ... 1700
85| 93|Isle Bizard. .................. Do. ........ 3528 Bizard. ...... e 1675
86(....|Crane and Goose Island....... QUEDEC . vt e e e . |See South River.
87| 94| sle aux Coudres............. Do. . ......l.. 7000 Seminary .............. .1687
88 95/Island of Montreal............ Montreal ........ 211600 St. Sulpice ..... v 1677-1714
89 96|Isle Jésus........ R, Do. ........ 63500 Seminary ............... 1689
90i 97|Isle Bouchard................ Do. ........ 1680 Fortel .................. 1672

or



Taere of the Fiefs and Seigniories of Lower-Canada.—( Continued.)

S eSS e m————
?% . g Situation S
28| & according to the uperficies .
ig 25 Seigniories. new division in Names gf d"ft‘g”;a(‘; ij“‘ee‘ REMARKS.
:m E 3 of Arpents. and date. of Grant.
§ 2|78 Districts.
A%
91 98Isle Ste.Thérese.............. Montreal....... 800 DuGaé ... ............... 1672
99'1sle Bourdon. ......,...... e-| Do. ...l . 50 Repentigny ............. 1672
992( 100}Isle Beauregard.............. Do. ........ 100 Beauregard ..o vooo.. ... 1674
93| 101}Isle St. Pierre. .......... eeen | Do. ool 3900 Redisson .. .............. 1694
94/....llsle Madame. . ...... e Three-Rivers ....L...oo.oo. oo Comprised in Levrard.
95| 102/Isle Moran ou Moras. ...... . Do. .. 250 Moras ................. 1672] .
103/Isle du Large................ Do. .. 50 Lanaudigre.......... -....1697|The superficies of all the islands has
96| 104|Isle d°Orleans. . . .. eeemeeaann Quebec ......... 49300 Castillon .. ..veouuou... 1674/ been measured on the map,
97; 105/Isle aux Raux ............... do. ......... 250 Jesuit Fathers ..., .. 163~ Belonging to the Crowa.
106(Isle Ste. Marguerita. . ......... do. ......... 200 Grandville .. ...oo... ..., 1698
98| 107}lsle d’Anticosti. . ... . e Gaspé .......... 2500000 Joliette. . ................ 1680|Uninhabited.
Isle du Pas.......... e Montreal .. ..o..|eeeunano oo | LT See Chicot.
99 108|Isle Mingan. .......cov....... Quebec ......... 20000 Joliette ................. 1677 Uninhabited.
100}. . .. Isle des Plaines. ..............|Three-Rivers ....{.......... .. [ _ . 07 =m0 !See Isles du- Large.
101 l(% Jacques Cartier..c........... |Quebec ......... 17640 Widow Mongeaux........ 1659!
102] 110lJoliet. ... ... ...... fereaaan do. ......... 63567 Jollet. .. ... ... ... 1697
103| 111!1Kamouraska................. Kamouraska..... 42336 De Ladurantaie ... .... ... 1674
104| 112 Ea]ﬁadie ........ viveeeev.s. " {Three-Rivers.... 882 LaBadie ...._ ........... 1672
05| 113|Lake of Two Mountains. .... St. Sulpice .............. 1717
! 114/Augmentation. ............. g Montreal ........ 145176 { Do. P RERCLRRTTRPPPP b k)
106| 115|Lacheneye (AsSt)useenrvannnnn. do. ......... 169344 Le Gardeur. ............. 1647 Comprises Assomption, Lachenaie and
107| 116{Lacnevrotiére.. ... ...........|Quebec ......... 42336 Lachevrotitre............ 1673"  Repentigny.
Lacodle. ........... i, Montreal .. .. ... D P iSee Beaujen.
108 117 Lac Métapédiac............ .. !Kamouraska..... 70560 D’Amour ...... D 169 1{Uninhabited,
109) 118LacMitis. .. ......oeuvunn.... do. .. 84672 Rower ................... 1693:Commuted.
110 119|Lefranaye ................... Quebee.......... 3528 Gamache and Bellavanee. 1672
120 Ladurantaie ................ } do. 70560 g Ladurantaie ............. 1672
121|Augmentation.............. R A Do. . .....ii..... 1693]
122|Lamartiniére. .. ... e do. ......... 16128 Lamartiniére ............ 1692
123|Lanadiére (behind Maskinongé) | Three-Rivers. ... 56448 Lanaudiére .............. 1750
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B2 '63 Situation
stz according to the Superficies o

§§L £: Seigniories. new division P Names of Originel Grantees REMARKS.

§§ ¥ of Arpents.
3| € Distriets.

a%

1111 124/Lanoraie .................... Montreal ........ 28224 Lanoraie. c . vveeeeennn.., 1688

112| 125 La Prairie (de la Madeleine)...| do.  ....... 56148 Jésuit Fathers. . .......... 1647Belongs to the Crown.

113} 126iLasalle ............. PN do  ....... 21168 Leber .. ooviiiiiioia, 1750

114 127|La Tesserie. ... .............. Three-Rivers....|................ 2iThis Fief LaTesserie is comprised in

115{ 128 Lavzon .....oo. ooooennn... Quebee ......... 254,016 Belongs to the Crown.  [Grondines and

116( 129\ Lavaltrie. ................... Montreal........ 42336 2 [Lachevrotiére.

130/ Augmentation ............... do.  .....

117) 131 Lessard .. ...eiiinnnnnnnn .. Quebec ......... 7056

118| 132Lessard. . ......0ooenn... .. Kamouraska..... 21168

119 133|Levrard (Les Becquets) . ...... Three-Rivers. .. 56118

1201 134/Livandiére................... Quebec ......... 15876 Péan Livaudiére . ....... 1734|The proprietor shewed to the Commis-

121] 135 Longueuil Baron . .......... M ] 98784 Longueuil . ...... ....... 1700 stoners of 1843 limits above 300,000

136]Augmentation. ........ e } ontreal....... g Do. ...l 1710 arpents, this was an error,

122] 137 Lotbiniére ................... Quebec.......... Marsolet................ 1672|Lotbiniére is partly commuted, the por-
138 Do, L.L.io.io..lllll. do. ... { Lotbiniére...... -.1672) tion held in free and common soccage
139y Do.  ...iiiiiiieeen... do.  ....... 168944 Do. ..ol 1685| covers a superficies of 111132 ar-
i 40} Do. ..., do. ....... U Do.  eveiial, 1653] pents.

' 141{Louis Gagne Bellevance.... . do.  ...... 840 Bellavance .............. 1675
123| 142'Lo Page Thibierge Kamouraska. . ... 6408 LePage and Thibierge. . ..1698 [bouring Fiefs.
143|Augmentation do. ...l g 0. -.1697 [This Fief is included in the neigh-~
‘124§ 144|Lussaudisre Three-Rivers 7056 Lamothe ................ 1683 [nothing is to be found on the maps.
.| 145]Lusson. . ... . ...iiiiien.. Quebec ........ilivieiieninn.a... St. Lusson............... 1672|The title does not give the depth, and
125|.. ..|Madawaska Kamouraska.....|................ Lachenaie..ccoveeon..... 1683
146|Machiche (Grosbois). .. ....... Three-Rivers 21168 Grandpré......t. ... ... 1672|Madawaska, see Témiscouata.

126| 147 Madeleine Rividre ........... Gaspe .......... 14112 Riverin ..vuueenuvee. .. 1689 Commuted.

127 148' Maranda, N. E.(Duquet) ...... Quebec ... ... eiiiiiiianiaat, Duquet ... ....l. 1672 The two Fiefs Maranda are comprised

128! 149 Maranda, 8. W............... do. el Do. .eeeiiiiiiiiil 1672 in the superficies of St. Antoine de

(129}, IMartiuére ................... L See Lamartiniére. {Tilly.

130} 150(Maskinengé N.E............. Three-Rivers .... Le Gardeur.............. 1672

131} 151|Maskinongé 8. O0............. do. 22932 Do. ...l 1672

o
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gﬂ ) Si(tiuation . s g
e8| o8 according to the uperficies .
g g -g £ Seigniories. new difvision in N amz;é)fdgrégg}a(l}g;?tees REMARKS.
81208 K Arpents.
E 21%g Districts
& £}
132 15'21M atane . ......0.ciiiieenannn Kamouraska..... 26460 D’Armour ... ... 1677
igi “isa hn//{i;ils I T do. e e e e e See DePéiras.
illelsles ..ot cun... Langloisetie............. 1714
- | 154|Augmentation. . ............ } Montreal......... 190512 { g”un%ont ................. 1752
135| 155|Mille Vaches ................ Quebec ......... 84672 Giffard. ..ol 1653 Uninhabited.
136| 156/ Mingan or Terre ferme........ do. ......... 705600 Bissot............. ... ... 16611 Uninhabited.
137| 157|Monnoir. ... . e ....\Montreal .. ...... 42336 Ramesay.........ooot 1708
138| 158 Monnoir augmentation ........ do.  ....... 42336 Do. ... .. ........ 1736
139; 159 Montapeine or Vitré......... DeVitré .. ....oaivnnnn.. 1638
160 Augmgntation .............. Quebec......... 5400 { Berment ................ 1749
140} 161|Montarville.................. Montreal. ....... 14364 Boucher ......covinnn.. 1710
141] 162 Mont Murry ... ... ...... Quebec......... 127008 Fraser ... ...coovvaioe 1762
142}....1Mont Louis. ...v.oveeuuevnn.. Gaspé .......... 74088 Bérurlet ....ovviveiea... ——1The date of this title is unknown.
143| 163{Malbaie or Murry bay ........ Quebec ......... 81672 Naim......o.oonaio.n 1762
144| 164|Neuville or Point aux Tre...... do. ... ..... 7616 Bourdon ................ 1653
145 165/ Nicolet. ... oivietivinnann.. Three-Rivers ... 28221 Laubia .........._ ..... 1672
166| Augmentation (La Fourche). .. do. 42336 Cressé ...... et 1650
146}, .. Niverville . .. ..ol do. e Leneuf ... ............. 1660, Nothing can be found relating to this Fief,
Nicholas Rioux....oovvenennn. Kamouraska . .o. o[, uoe i iii i e e See part of Trois Pistoles. .
147| 167 Notre Dame des Anges ....... Quebee ...t 2822 Jésuit Fathers..... ...... 1626/Belongs to the Crown.
148 IGS\Nouvelle Longueuil .......... Montreal........ 42336 Lemoine.............. 173
149 169 Noyan . ....c.civvnieannnnnn do.  ...een... 435 Chavois. .. .............. 1743 [perficies here mentioned.
150| 170|Ovsanville D, ......... P Quebec ......... 3575 General Hospital......... 1675 [title ; but its land has only the su-
171 Pachot. .. .veviiinrenannnnn.. Ksmouraska, . ... 3428 Pachot... «............. 1689 pachot has double this superficies by its
172{Pasbebiac .. .o vveve e, Gaspé ....oivenifenieii i, Leymar .................1707 Paspébiac is forfeited.
151 173|Perthuis. . .o.cveenennnn. veu..|Quebec ......... 95256 Perthuis ................ 1753 Commuted.
152 174 Petite Nation ... ...ccveen.... Ottawa ......... 176100 Layql .................... 1671 Petite Nation only shews on the map
153] 175 Pierreville. ... ... ..oooooaa... Three-Rivers .... 10584 Philippe ............... 16531 64,000 arpents In superficies.
154| 176 Pointe du Lac(Tonnancour) . . . do. .. 17640 CONNANCONT ..o ew e ennn. .. 1734
177|Port Daniel.............. v GRBPBL e D'Eneat.....coooeuuunn.. 1636|Forfeited.
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155| 178iPorit Neuf (Cap Santé) Quebec ......... 31752 Croisille . ....cvnen .- .1647l'
156/....|Quebec do. ...... T R \Town property.
179{Randin...... Three-Rivers . ... 3528 Randin....eeenervnnnnn. 1672
180'Augmentation do. . 3528 Berthier.. . ..iooiinnannns 1674
181 Réaume Kamouraska. ... . 7056 Lacombe...ooveiveittn 1677 .
157]....|Repentigny....coeveiinvnnnnn Montreal .o.vvevfineenn i i 1Part of Lachenaie.
158] 182{Rigaud . ...cun.ns e do.  .iiienn 63504 |Rigand .....iiiiiaiiinns 722
159| 183 Rimouski... ...aeou.n.s ve...|Kamouraska .....J..... ...l Lacardonniére............ 1688'See St. Barnabé,
160{... |Riviére David .......c..vuls Three-RIiVers . c. f.uuesie . oot sernanaareiacsenncaaanesns See Déguir.
161 181|Riviére du Loup.....ccavevnn. do. Ceaes 28224 Lechasseur 1683‘
162| 185'Riviére du Loup..............|Kamouraska..... 81672 D’Artigny........ 1689|This superficies comprises Villerai,
163| 186|Riviére Ouelle........ ceeen do 21168 Bouteillerie ... 1672 D’Artigny, and Lachenaie, from
187/ Auomentation. . ... .... veenn : 28224 Ramesay................ 1750 Terrebois to Green Island.
: Riviére du Chéne ............ Montreal ..ol el . See Mille-Isles.
164| 188|Riviére du Sud.......cccvu.... Quebec ......... 49336 Montmagny ...c..o.ev... 1646:Including Crane and Goose Islands.
165! 189 Roquetaillade..... e Three-Rivers. . .. 10581 Roguetaillade. ........... 1675 The original Title only gave to Louville
166 190!Rouvi1]e ............. e Montreal........ 35280 Hertel Rouville .......... 1694 21,168 arpents in superficies.
167 191:Sabrevois ........... PP do.  ....... 42336  [Sabrevois .......eueenn .. 1750
168' 192 Ste. Anne La Pérade.......... Three-Rivers. ... 14112 Lanaudiere.............. 1672
169) 193'Auzmentation......ccoaan..o.. do. ....... 42335 Denis Widow Lanaudiére .1697 Commuted.
194 Augmentation. ............... do. ...... 21168 Pérade (... ......... ...1700
170] 195 Augmentation. ......... fenean do. ....... 42336 Do, oot 1735
171| 196|Ste. Anne. desMonts. ......... Kamouraska 3528 Riverin .....oveeeeennn-. 1688
172 197'Ste. Anne la Pocatiére...:.....; do.  ....... 15876 Lacombe........cceeun.. 1672
173 198/St Antoine (Tilly) eo.vvnnen... Quebec ......... 15876 De Villieu .............. 1672
174 199/St. Armand ........oooolL.. Montreal........ 127008 Levasseur............... 1748
- 175! 200|8t, Barnabé. ..... e eiamaean. Kamouraska. .... 45354 Lepage ........ e 1751
2018t Blain . ... ... reaeanes Montreal. ... .. 3364
176 202(St. Charles .........viivuon.n do. ....... 28224 De la Fréniére........... 1695
177| 203|3t. Charles ...... ........... do. - 10584 Fézeret ........ etaecann 1701

144
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=
204iSte. Claire ....o.caueveenens .|Quebec . ........ 11112 Lepase ... .coveaenneannns 1693
178| 205iSte. CIolX «vveerveeeneacnananas do. R, 70560 Ursulings ..oceeeeanceaes 1652
179] 206/t Denis..coceveecenenennnn Kamouraska..... UL Jucherean. ..o vovennnn- 1679
180! 207|St.Denis . ..ooerenen viennnn Montreal........ 28224 De Falaise. .. .ooeevvaen 1694
181| 208'St. Denis (Isle a la Peau)..... Kamouraska. . ... 706 Tachercall «oovoennnennnn 1677
182| 209 EHeNNe « - vvevvvenenaeanacnnn Quebec ......... 42336 CUsnet . cveven e vasnn- 1757
183| 210 st. Francois....... s Three-Rivers. ... 7056 Crévier cvvevnvenenennn - 1678
184| 211 St. Gabriel ... .. .iaiiit Quebee ....... . 103810 Griffard .o vv e vee i eiaeas 1647, Belongs to the Crown.
185) 2028t Giles. .. oiiioiiiiiiins do. e L et e Separate title, contrary to the custom
186| 213;St, Hyacinthe. . .... e Montreal........ 127008 Rizard.......... e 1748} regulating the succession of fiefs; the
187! 214 St. Ignace. .ccovveennennnen .. HQuebec . .oala... 35280 \Hotvl-l)i(fu .............. 1652 superficies is comprised in Lauzon.
188) 2158t Jean. . ... ot caen cinnns Three-Rivers . ... 26460 Uislines, Three-Riviers. .. 1701
216]Augmentation .....c.vein... } do. .. { Do, coien e 17
189| 217|St. Jean Deschailons. ....... Quebec oot veen et 90728 De St.Ours. coevecvevenns 1674
218]Augmentation. .. ......- cees % do. aeeeneen { Do. .iinernaninn- 1752
190) 219,S¢, Jean PoitJoli...vivnn.... do. .o...-. 26224 Langlois.coveeaanaaannns 1657
191} 220|St. Joseph(Beaunce) ........... do. .ol 42336 Rigard........ el 1736
192! 221iSt Joseph or’Epinay...... weed| doo il 7056 Hebert o ooviiaaanmnan. 1626
193)....|St. Joseph .. ........ .. do.  aieeen-. JR N [P PP ....|See Fournier.
194| 222:8te. Marguerite, . . coovienn.. Three-Rivers. ... TN TDUBOIS v o iee i eeeiaennaas 1691
195 223 8te. Marie. cevevewenensaneen. do. .. <646 Led oine. ceveeneaancannn 1736
196} 221 Ste Marie (Beauce).......... Quebee ..o evn.. 4933 Tachereau ...eceeeeaiens 1736 [ler superﬁ(‘ies than the title.
'8t Mare behind Verchere ... .. Montreal . . ...... R T L LR TR ISee Cournoyer, the maps shows a smal-
197) 225'St Maurice. .. ...... ... Thiec-Rivers . ... i iieiiievseenieeean--. . Belongsto the Crown.
198, 226 St. Micliel and Se Gervais. . ... AT LT e Livaudiero . ..ooeeee... 175'3‘ Renewed with an extended title.
199 .. St Michel. ool dO. e e eeee e See Ladurantaie,
200 2275t 0urs. ..o Montreal ool SLOurs. oo 1672
2288t Roch L ovvneiiiininen e Quebee o ooaioa. St Puaulce e e an 1708
901]. .. St Pacl ..ol Tiwee-Rivers . ... i ieeierieseeaenes oo - - |See Godefroy.
202 229 St Sulpice ...vieiiiiiaa Moutreal . oeen. LEToyer. . o vvieeennaneanns 1640
203| 230:Sault St. Louis............... | do.  ..... w224 Jéesult Fathers.....o.outs 1680 “
904!. .../Sault au Matelot ............. iQuebec .. v.iainnd- S hecnai ety vereee...Small fief in the Town of Québec.

4
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205/ 231!Shoolbred . ........on... ...|Gaspd ...oinnn.. 15116 iShoolbred. v e oveerenenn 1788
206| 232 Sillery........... eeen we...|Quebec......... 1051 Jesuit Fathers........... 1699 [Belong to the Crown.
207; 233 Sorel ........ e i Montreal-....... 35280 De Sorel.....ooooait 1672 |Belongs to the military authorities.
St. Valier........oounnnn dQuebec.. ..i.ifiaeeniianl, See Ladurantaie.
: 234, Derrigre Sorel (Ramsay) ...... Montreal........ 10534 De Ramsay............. 1739
208] 235'Soulange. . ...o. ... eriniis FI 21153 |De Joyberi. .o oonronnons. 12|
936/ Témisconata and Madawaska . ./Kamouraska..... O8I0 oo e The remainder of this Grant is situated
237 Terrebois. .. ovoe e e e aeaaanns do.  ..... 62401 e e e i e in the Province of New Brunswick,
Terreferme.................. QUEbEC v o i i e See Mingan. [commuted.
209 238|Terrebonne.......... e Montreal ...ooveufeveeeeaeeeea.qDeslandes, oo il 1673
239| Augmentation . do. PRI 81672 Lepage ... vovvvinnennn. 173
240) Augmentation. . . do. ........ { De Lacorne  ............ 1753
TV e seecncacncancneans [T T=] 7T R R See St. Antoine.
Tonnancour Three Rivers .. .. oo ceen oo it e i iaa s See Pointe du Lac.
241|Tremblay or Varennes.... ....jMoutreal........ 2352 De Varenne ............. 1672
210]....[Trinité.......cocneunne. ween l doe e et See Cap St. Michel.
9211| 242/ Trois Pistoles ......couenen... Kamouraska..... 95221 De Vitré . e vvivveiannn. 1687
213: Part of Trois Pistoles ......... do. ..... 81672 RiOUX « . iiiieiiecanen. 1751 |The same as Nicholas Rioux.
212] 244/ Thrée RIVETS «vuveveevnrenres Three Rivers..... 2000 Jésuit Fathers ........... 1650 |Several small Fiefs, among which is
213 245! Vandreuil ........cceinent Montreal........ 21168 De Vaudreuil. ........... 1702} that called Pachinerry, belongs to
214| 246, Vaudreuil ...... v Quebec . ........ 42536 De Lagorgendiére. . ...... 1736 | the Crown.
Q15,... . |Varennes. ....cvvuiiaineanan Montreal . el eens e e See Tremblay.
216! 247|Verchéres with addition....... do. ........ 14112 De Verchéres ....... 1672-1678
248|Vieupont. ..couverinnaanennn. Three-Rivers. ... 142 Vieupont. .....vuenoen.n. 1674
217 249/Vincelot . ...ovvevrnnann ...|Quebec......... 7056 Amiot ...l 1672
250/ Augmentation. ........iuenn. do. ........ 14112 De Vineelot............. 1693
VitT & vvvvnrnrerosncnonanans [+ SO PR P e See Montapeine.
218] 251|Vincennes. ......ccvvineen. .. do.  .eeen... 5880 Bissot . ..... e, 1672
219 252{Yamaska ....c.cnnuennnn- ....|Three-Rivers .. .. 10584 La Valliére........co..e. 1683
2] Grand Total. ..} . 12,822,503
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APPENDIX.
No. 2.

TasLe shewing the names and superficies of fiefs the tenure whereof has been com-
muted, also those whereof the Crown is Dominant Proprietor, and those which
are still uninhabited.

BELONGING TO THE
COMMUTED. CROWN. UNINHABITED,
S Names. Superficies. || 4 Names. Superficies. [! ¢ Names. Superficies.
>z, z z|
|
1jAnse I’Etang.. 7,056|| 1|Batiscan ..... 317,520 l!x\nticosti.. P 2,500,000
2|Beavharnois... @ 127,000(| 2{Bonhomme. .. 14,112} 21les Mingan.. 20,000
3|Lake Mitis. .. 84,672/| 3|Cape Magde- | 3{Metapediac.. . 70,260
4|Lotbiniére....[b 111,132 leine.. ... .. 282,240 | 4iVlille-Vaches. 84,672
5|Pabos. ....... 63,504() 4/Ile aux Reaux. 2501 5/ Terreferme. .. 705,600
6|Perthuis. .. ... c 75,256/} 5 Laprairie.. ... 56,415 | 6/Hubert....... 28,224
7\Mount Louis.. 74,088!| 6 Lauzon....... 224,()18}
8River Mag- i 7|Notre Dame. . 28,221
deleine .... 14,112): 8/Sillery ...... 10,584
9|La Pérade....|d 99,952\ 9iSt. Gabriel ... 105,810
10[Temiscouata .. 382,240{ 10,8t. Maurice. . . 37,044
11:Sorel (e)...... 35,280
12, Three Rivers . 2,000
Total. ... 1,039,012 Total. ... 1,143,558 Total. ... 3,409,056

Notes on table No. 2.

a The letters patent of Commutation for Beauharnois are dated 1836; as the lands conceded before
that period came under the general and forced Commutation, it became necessary to establish its super-
ficies, which was given by Mr. Wakefield, the agenl of the proprietors, in his letter to the Commissioners
of 1843, (see appendix to report, No. 69.) I have, therefore, put down the number which represents one
half of the whole superficies. . .

b The commuted part of Lotbiniére is the augmentation of the 25th March, 1693 ; its superficies is
‘shewn in the table. )

¢ Perthuis, which was commuted in 1836, contained about 20,000 arpents up to that period, as I have
inferred from the census report of 1844, thelast we have; I have, therefore, deducted this number from
the total superficies.

d La Pérade was commutedin 1830; by inference from the census of 1831, I have in the same man-
ner dedueted 20,000 arpents in superficies.

e Sorel belongs to the Military Authorities. I have put down as uninhabited some fiefs which only
contain from 5 to 6 inhabitants,



48

APPENDIX.
No. 3.

TaBLE shewing the superficics of the lands held by the Agricultural population
of Lower Canada under both tenures, and other necessary details.

Ap——
S g b=l = =
= -2 % § = . : s 8
<3 33 3 &Z | Copital laid out | = &
Y- 5.3 £ g3 _in S5
é < 3 <3 %5 Griss Mills. £ E
= R B 5 E q
“ : z A
Grand Total ......... 8,113,379 3,605,076 4,508,303 375 £300,754 0 0 95,823
In common soc-
CAZEC.curee-venieannn| 2,133,869 713,174 1,420,695 135 85,138 0 0 24,072
In Seigniories.........| 5,979,510 2,891,902 3,087,608 240 215,616 0 0 71,751
Repvucrion of the last series into arpents.
Total arpents i
£ef5 vvrveererrnereen| 6,528,101 3,154,802 | 3,368,209

Nores.—The first series is taken altogether and as given by the enumeration of 1851; the others
h?veebeen obtained from ealeulations based on data procured from the same tables and those of the census
of 1844,

In the Seignim‘ies,. the sum of £215,616 as capital invested in Grist Mills, does not include the mov-
ing power which I estimate at an amount equal to the capital laid out on the buildings, say, total value
of the Seigniorial Mills £431,232.

It is necessary to establish how many arpents out of the amount of that item which relates to the
tenure en fief, are situatein the Seigniories whereof the Crown is Dominant Proprietor. Inorderto do so,
I establish the following proportion: the superficies of the Seiguiorial soil is to the superficies of the
153.8116;521' the Crown fiefs, as the quantity of land held ern censive is to the amount required : that is

. It follows from the foregoing data that the quantity of lands yet unconceded in the inhabited Seig-
niories, is 1.289,530 arpents for private fiefs nn?i 561,804 for Crown fiefs.

The following table shews the Counties in Lower Canada in which the lands occupied and inhabited
:rebezgﬁlgswely subject to the tenure en fief, those which are held in common soccage, and those subject

o both tenures.




49

APPENDIX.
No. 4.

Exclusively
in
common soccage.

Lxclusively en fiefs

Mixed.

Huntingdon .......
Vauudreuil ..
Montreal...
Verchéres
Chambly. ...
1. Hyacinthe..
Richelien ...
Yamaska.....
Ruuville ...
Berthier®* ...
Champlain®
St Maurice*
Portneuf*

Muntmorency* .......

o Shefford ...cvvinneriiinnenne.
.|Sherbrooke,
.|Stanstead

. Drummond,
.\ Megantic

Beauharnois.

.| Missisquoi (small portion en fief.)

...| Nieolet (small portion in common soccage.)
...|Lotbini¢re (small portion in com, soe.)
.[Dorchester.

.|Bellechasse (small portion in com. soe.)
.|Kamouraska (small portion in com. soc.)
.|Rimouski.

.{L'Islet (small portion in com. soc.)
.|Gaspé (small portion cn fief.)

. Bonaventure (small portion en fief.)
.|Ottawa (small portion en ficf.)

.{Two Mountains.

Terrebonne (small portion in com. soc.)
Leinster.

Quebec (small portion in com. soc.)
BSaguenay.

The Countics warked with an astevisk are in progress «f settlement on the Crown Lands.

No. 5.

Tasie shewing approximately the superficies of unconceded lands in the Seig-
niories inhabited and not possessed by the Crown, in connexion with the
three first provisions of Sections VI and X of the Project or Bill.

Number of arpents sitnate Number of arpents in_
in the tiefs about three-quarters of jthe fiefs about half of which
which are conceded. is conceded.

Number of arpents situate
in the fiefs about a quarter of which
is conceded.

About 250,600 About 200,000

About 250,000

I huve obtained this Table by comparing the superficies of the fiefs with the superficies uccupied ac-
eordine to the details of the enumeration of 1844, and by establishing, in order to obtain a definite result,

S
& proportion

between the occupied portion of the soil in 1844 with that occupied in 1851,
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No. 6.

TasLe shewing the revenue derived from the Quint.

£ s d
Minimum year, (1811) uvverrreveeveenrrrreneeieniirieessssnnnnens . - 5 6 4
Maximum year, (1803).... .. 2856 16 &
Mean proportion of 47 years, from 1803 to . 792 0 0
Mean proportion of 38 years, from 1803 to 1841 .. . 836 0
Amount of total Quint during 47 years ......... esrenrseerre e e tnrian s R P ceeeennne 37213 0 0

GENERAL REMARKS.—~It is impossible to establish approximately the exteat of franc-aleus, the super-
ficies of which is comprised in that of the fiefs ; but it is certain that they are few in number. Nor is the
number of arridzefiefs easy to establish ; thisis of no importance, however, for the plan provides for the
method of proceeding to the commutation of the few existing arri¢refiefs.  As the domains of the Seig-
Ziors are generally very fine property, they may without exaggeration be valued at an average of

2,000.

A fact which proves that the commutation is not considersd as a very great advantage by the pro-
prietors of lands under cultivation, is, that from the 3rd July, 1326, to the 24th January, 1842, anly 39
applications for commutation in the Crown Seigniories were deposited, covering a superficies of 581,751
occupied arpents, and besides, these applications had only reference £y Town property situate in Quebec.

The costs of collection, including losses by abandonment of lands and insolvability, may be valuel at
15 per cent. of the gross revenue entered on the books. These items have amounted to more than 33 per
cent. in the Seigniory of Beaubarnois.




APPENDIX.
No. T.—Taere shewing the revenue of divers Seigniories as furnished by the proprictors to the Commissioners of 1843.

Superficies] Awnnual Aunuul Total Aunaul
Seigniories, Districts. Proprietors. in lods cens richts and | Revenue from Remurls.
arpents. | et ventes. | et rentes. dues. Mills,
£ £ £ £
Laprairie ...cieeseeien.| Montreal.... v.vevereeennsThe Crown..oueooen.ee... 56448 179 263 442 280 * There is u discrepancy as
Notre Dame ....... ...|Quebec Do. . 289224 89 92 181 60 vespects the  superficies  of
Contrecaeur........... oo Montreal. Hon Muithot.. 28224 300 168 468 25 Gramipré between the map and
St. Anneand St. Denis.|]Kamouraska .1Hon, Dionne .. 22932 71 36 107 275 Oouchette’s Topozeaphy ;T have
St. Roch des Aulnais....|Qucbee ......... rraeaens Do 42336 215 131 346 399 talken the lesser one for ths
Kamouraska and - table; I impute upon the reve-
Grandville ............|Kemouraska ............|Madame Tuaché ......... 52920 260 60 260 Not given. nue the su of £125 for lods et
Gran Ipré, Dumeontier, ventes, the return being given
and half of Grosbois|Three Rivers ............[Colonel Gugy............] *63504 125 oo 259 Not given, as a tutal sum.
St. Hyacinthe.. Montreal... Lo A Dessaulles.,. .| 127008 400 1610 2000 1650 1 I have imputed out of the
Riviére Quelle Kamouraska ., AP, Cascrain ceren 49392 130 125 255 300 amount the um of £215 on
Belwil.vouveee AMentreal... .. . Jatroe, de Montenae L. 42336 1215 650 100 lods et ventes, the same amount
Lilsletoiviieinsrannenne. |[Quebee wciviirnnnnnnn. |C. B Cingraiil covennnn 21168 100 25 125 200 as for St. Roch’s which has the
—_ —— same superficies.
534492 2024 2500 5084 3289

It would seem correct enough to believe that the 13 above-mentioned Seigniorics, some of the finest

gether as a basis for calculations on which the mean value of the lods et ventes may be established.
Before all, we must deduct from the total amount of the superficies in arpents, the following figures, shewing the number of arpents then unconceded, viz.: - For 8t

Roch’s, 10,000; Grandville, 3.000; Grandpré, Dumontier and Grosbois, 15,0005 Riviere Ouelle, 13,0005 total, 46,000 to be deducted from 534,592,

&
1

the four large Districts of Lower Canadla, may serve to-

Now, if we divide

£2,024 0s. 0d. among 488,492 superficial arpents, we have an annual rent of a little under two sols per arpent, as representing the revenue of the lods e wentes.
The next table is a still better eriterion comprising an average of seven years; it is framed on infunation turnished to the Commission of 1843 by William P,
Christie, proprietor of the Seigniories therein mentioned.

34
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APPENDIX.
No. 8.
Number of Amount of Superficies
Seigniori mutations lods et veutes Agxrglozll}nrtngfan of the
elgnionies. during seven | during seven | ;5" 0 oo Seigniories
years. years. secv ' in arpents.
!
- - 1
|
£ £ |
Repentigny........cocoann. 5 83 12 15118
Lacolle........ocoviennoos 65 378 54 42336
DeLléry...ooovveeaaiiann. 208 1428 204 42336
Bleury.....vvaineennia.. 195 1034 145 31752
SAbIGVOLS. - - <1 v v e e | 93 605 86 42336
Noyan....ovoveumeiiniennnnn. 94 603 86 42336
Totals.......oocnieannn. 660 4131 587 ‘ 216214

From the toial superficies of 12,000 arpents must be deducted as being the number of arpents
of unoccupied lands in those Seigniories at the date specified, £587, apportioned over 204,214 ar-
pents, give a little more than 1} sol per superficial arpent, as representing the annual value of the
lods et velntes of the six Seigniories in question, which are old properties situated in the District of
Montreal.

Mr. Louis Archambault, of St. Roch de 1’ Achigau, in the document published by him in De-
cember last, established, that in the Seigniory in which he lived over an area ¢ of 2} leagues in
front by six in depth” the lods et vontes produced £200 per annum ; from the superficies given
‘must be deducted 15,118 arpents fur the Parish of Repentigny, whicl no longer forms part of the
Seigniory, the revenue arising from the lods ef ventes of which is £200; that being done, we
have for that Seigniory of L’Assomption rather loss than 1% sol per arpent as the revenue of the
lods et ventes. The result of this is, that in establishing an apportioninent of two sols of annual rent
per arpent, the maximum annual product of the lods et ventes is extinguished. From these tables
1t follows that the total value of the land held in Seigniory conceded and occupied, calculating it
only at £2 10s. per arpent, does not on average change hands every twenty years as has been stat-
ed, but 1n round members every fifty years, according to the average established by table No, 7,
and every sighty by the average of No. 8. Here is another table which proves the proposition set
forth that two sols 1s the maximum value of the revenue of the lods et ventes for all the Seignio-
ries in the Country.



No. 9.
Revewoes of certain Fiefs and Seignidries as furnished by the Proprietors

and agents in 1843.

A i Annual Total  Superficial ex-
Names. Distriets C m;ua tes. | Tods ntnu . annual tent then con- Remarks.
: ens e rentes. | Loas e ventes. receipts, ceded in acres.
. £ £ £ .
beauharnois (a)........ Montreal........|....... ....... 4514 I 14100 (@) The statistics fur Beauharnois weve fur-
Sillery. ... Quebee L. 85 31 116 10384 nished by Mr. Brown, the former agent; £950
St.Gabwiel. . ........ ... () 80 60 140 40000 is the maximum annual amoskt for twentg
Bonhomme............ Do, ......... Q, 3 28 2902 years. KFrom 1822 to 1842, all the revenues
Cap de la Magcdelaine. . Ti Rivers 42 82240 collected including rents, lods et ventes, leases
B:tEl‘cun agdelain “Wi) Rivers l 155 ! g‘? 193 100000 and mills, as furnished by Mr. Wakefield,
Fiefb Vvill(-};‘l?l‘-lé """"" “("r'wbo?. """ | .)()) ) 1’6 } .170 5880 averaged £3000 per annum and the net re-
IR PR e t | N venue £2000.  This shews that the average
S annual value of the lods et ventes was much
1 914 394406 less than £700.

This table No. 9, apon a general ealeulation, gives un average of less than 1} sols of annual revenue of /ods et vemtes per superficial arpent, and
a maximum for 20 years, in Beauliarnoix alone, of about 2} sols per arpent conccded, whenece we must deduct an average of less than 2 sols,
The following is the list in order of date of the documents fiom whieh I Lhave collected the above information :
(-]

Topooraphy published by Mr. Boucliette in
Ceusus of oL Lo oo oLl
Report with appendix of thie Comrnissioners of
Census of

ltepoit of the Commiitee of the Legislative Assembly
Tablesofthe Census of L . oo 0 L0 o

Pocuiisnts published by order of Pariiament. ... ... . i
Tuprsaphical maps pabiished by the Board of Statisthes
Pariiamentary Doecuments

1815
1831
1813
[ E=S 31
1851
1851
1852-53
1853
1853
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