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ROOMS OF THE RIMOUSKI CONVENTION, 

In obedience to the instructions given at a public meeting of the Parish or
St. Germain de Rimouski, held on the twelfth of February last, the Committee of 
organization which was then constituted, issued a Circular to the different 
Parishes of the County calling upon them to elect delegates with a view to the 
establishing of a Seigniorial Convention, to sit at Rimouski, on the twenty-first 
of the present month. 

Rimouski, 21st February, 1854. 

J. BTE. LEPAGE, 
Secretary to the Committee of organization. 

MINUTES 

OF THE SElGNWRU.L CONVENTION OF THE COUNTY OF RIMOUSKI, BEGUN AND HELD 

ON THE 21ST FEBRUARY, 1854. 

J. c, TACItE, Esquire. M. P. P., President, 
P. GAUVREAU, Esquire, ~ V· . P 'd 
BEN DION'TE L', . . lce- reSl ents. 

• 1 l' ,1,,:;qUllE', 
P. L. GAUVREAU. Esquire, ~ S ta 'e 
L F GARON E · ecre fl s. .. r, squIre, 

Delegates present: 

:\lM. A. Bertrand, ...... Green Island, r,DI. M. Lepage, ......... Rimouski. 
J. Bte. Belanger,.. St. Simon, II. Lepage,.......... Rimouski, 
}l. Cote, ............. Rimouski, J. Lepage, .......... Rimouski, 
J. Cote, .............. Bic, L. J. Lepage, ....... Rimouski, 
F. Chamberland, ... Bic, L. Langis, .......... Rimousld, 
C. F. Caron, .•••.. St. Simon, J. Levesque, ......... Trois-Pistole:>, 
S. Cote, ........... Green IAland, II. McOwall, ........ Mitis, 
J. B. Chamberland, Kakouna, E. l\Iartin, ........... Rimouski, 
J. Durnin, ............ Ste. Flavie, A. Mercier, •• 00' 00 .. St. Simon. 
J. Dutremble, ....... Ste. Flavie, M. Martel, ........... Trois.Pis[o!es, 
P. Dechamplain, .. St. Luce, T. Maurault, ........ Green Island, 
Dr. DuM, ..••...• TroisPistoles, G. Pelletier, ........ Ste. Flavie, 
Ed. Durette,oo ...... St. Eloi, B. Parent, ........... Sle. Luce, 
Dr. Desjardins, ..... Green Island, O. Pineau, .......... Rimouski, 
Benj. Dionne, ...... Kakouna, J. Pouliot, ........... Rimouski, 
J. Fourner, .......... Ste. Flavie, J. B. Pouliot, ..... RiverduLoup, 
.J. Forbes, ............ Matane, J. Roy, .............. St. Fabien, 
A. E. Gauvfeau, ... Ste. Luce, C. Rioux, ............ Trois-Pistole", 
P. Gauvreau, ....... Rimouski, P. Renouf, ........... Trois-Pistoles, 
L. P. Gauvreau, .... Rimouski, R. Sproat, ........... Mitis, 
.T. Garon, ..••.•••• Rimollski, J. B. SauCier, ....... Ste. Flavie, 
L. F. Garon, ........ Rimouski, M. Santerre, ......... Ste. Lucl', 
D. Gagne, ........... St. Fabien, J. Sirois, ............. Kakouna, 
L. A. Huot, ......... Matane, T. St. Laurent, .... Kakpuna, 
F. Hudon, ........... St. Simon, G. st. Pierre, ....... 81. Fabi(;m, 
J. Heath, ............ Green Island, A. Tremblay, ....... Ste. Luce, 
J. Levesque, ......... Mitis, . J. C. Tache, ......... Rimouski, 
A. Langevin, ........ Ste. Luce, H. Turcot, .......... St. Eloi, 
C. Lepage, .......... Rimouski, L. Voyer, ............. Bic. 

The Seigniors who took part in the meeting were: 

Messsrs. D. Fergusson, Seignior of Mitis, 
L. N. Gauvreau, Seignior of Villerai, 
C. Rioux, Co-Seignior Trois-Pistoles •• 
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After the meeting had spent some time in deliberation, the following motions 
were made:-

Dr. DuM moved, seconded by Mr. A. E. Gauvreau: 
That it be resolved that the Seigniorial question is a measure of urgent neces

sity, and that there is no other means of immediately determining it t!1all by 
adopting a unifor~ and simplified s):"stem in order .to Im(!w at once what IS. to.be 
done, amI to aVOId the delays, mIstakes and dIfficultIes of e\'l'ry descrlptlOn 
which arise from enquiries, arbitrations, cOirmissions and appointments. 

Carried unanimously. 
Mr. Edouard Martin moved, seconded by Dr. Desjardins, 
That it be re;;olved that it is the opinion of this Convention that the plan pro

posed by Dr. Tache, member for the County of Rimouski, has placed. the que~
tion of the Seigniorial Commutation in a new light, and that the said plan IS 
that wbich the County of Rimouski adopts in so far as it is concerned in the 
question. 

Carried unanimously, 
Mr. Theophile St. Laurent moved, seconded by Mr. Jean Sirois .-
That this Convention undertakes in the nmne of the Connty of Rimouski to 

havc printed in pamphlet form the project of Dr. Tache as well as the explana
tions and commentaries accompanying it for tbe purpose of distribution among 
the public at large. 

Carried unanimously. 
Mr. John Heath moved, seconded by Mr. Charles Francois Caron :-
That this Convention, in the name of the County of Rimouski requests the 

other Counties maturely to examine the project of Dr. 'i'ache, certain as the said 
Convention is, that this project which does justice to all parties, will be adopted 
after a serious examination. 

Carried unanimously. 
Mr. J. Caron moved, seconded by Mr. R. Sproat:-
That this Convention entertain the opinion that. the members from Upper 

Canada will support the members from Lower Canada on the important question 
of the abolition of the Scigniorial rights. 

Carried unanill1ously. 
11r. L. A. Huot, moved, seconded by l\fr. F. Chamberland, that in answer to 

the appeal from the County of Kamouraska to the inhabitants of this District, this 
Convention offers for its consideration the project just adopted. 

Carricd unanimously. , 
~lr. J. B. Pouliot mo,oed, seconded by 11r. J. Garon, 
That in order to hasten the immediate solution of the Seigniorial question, it 

becomes nccessary that this Convention should come to an understanding with 
the other Anti-Seigniorial Conventions of this Province with a view to the adop
tion o[ a uniform plan for the whole Province, to be submitted at the next meet
ing ofthe Legislature. 

The said motion was rejected by the whole of the meeting exceft the movers, 
on the principle that it was calculated to affect the adoption a 'the project in 
question, and that the Convention had already appealed by a Resolution to the 
other parts of the Country. 

On motion of Mr. J. Forbes, seconded by:Mr. J. n. Pouliot; 
Resolved that the thanks of this meeting are due to the President, both for his 

services in the present circumstance, and his constant efforts to promote the in
terests of the Country ~nd of his County in particular; and that the same thanks 
are also due to the VICe Presidents and Secretaries for the interest taken by 
t!ie~ in the pres~llt question. ' 

True Copy. 

P. L. GAUVREAU,} Secretaries. 
L. F. GARON, 
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110 the Members of the Seigltiorial Conventzon o/tlle Oounty of Rimouski. 

GENTLEMEN, 

In compliance with your wishes, I now offer you a new project for the settlement of 

the Seigniorial Tenure in Canaela. The only reward I desire in return for my labours, 

io, that you will seriously and impartially examine it. I crave pardon for presenting you. 

with a paper which bears evidence of having been hastily drawn up,-in compiling it, 

howe,er, I had, above all things, to be concise. 

Your devoted servant, 

J. c, TACHE. 
imouski, 21st February, 1854. 



I had hitherto only considered the Seigllioriul Tenure with a view to the redressing of 
the wrongs arisillg from it, and only desired commntation to the extent necessary to remove 
the obstacles to indnstry, consequent in certain cases upon the Tenure in censil'P. In so 
doing I went no further than to adopt the opinion of the most eminent men who have given 
their serious attention to this subject, and (j. ler to the vic,ys expressed by the great 
majority of the cCII"i/aires in the petitions presented by them to those in authority. These 
opinions are set forth in the letters and docnments annexed to the Heport of the Commis
sion of 184:). "The complaints brought or raised against onr Seigninrial Tenure", wrote the 
ccnsilaires of St. Cyprien de L.:,ry, "cQuid only have been made again~t the speculators 
who have become Seigniors of our ficest Seigniories, and ngain't the silence maintained 
in our Courts of ,J l1stice, with respect to the unlawful proceedillgs which have compromised 
this system." 

I am yet of opinion that in a country newly settled and devoted exclusively to agricul
ture, there is no better system of conceding lan(ls than that practise'll uOl!er the Seigniorial 
Tenure, as established in Canada by the 1.1WS of France. " The sY5tem of Seigniories" 
said the celebrated Andrew Stuart ill the Report of the Committee uf 1820, "with res
pect to the settlement of wild lands, is calculated to produce and has produced in this 
country an equal division of lands, an effect favorable to hnman happiness, morality, habits of 
industry, the stability oftlie laws of Go"ernment, 2nd the military strength of the country." 

I am far from espousing the opinion of those who pretend that the Seigniorial Tenure, 
by the individual relations it creates, tends to lower and degrade the people. Michelet, 
speaking of thE> feudal tenure in France, says, " Servile forms, minds free aud bold, such 
is the feudal tenure." J\!oreover, say the Commissioners of lS-B, "The Canadian Reignior 
was not possessed of many of the odious and outrageous rights and privileges which belong 
to the Feudal Seignior in Europe." From the Feudal Tenure we had preserved what is 
good, and it is probably in part to this institution that we are indebted for the chivalric 
manners and exquisite politeness which characterize our population; for, let us endeavour to 
preserve these excellent qualities when the Seigniorial Tenure shall have ceased to exist, 
and let us beware of casting insult upon these gladually fading institutions; liberty and 
equality are better upheld when unaccompanied by trivial and unbeseeming actions. 

There always llave been and always will be large proprietors, whether they be patri
archs, Seigniors or merchants; the possession of itlrge property is a necessary element in 
the progress of the human race: but the result invariably is, the abuse of institutions, 
and thence arise those shocks, either anticipated or unforeseen, which are to be mt!t with 
in the history and the Legislation of every nation, under the names of Jubilee, agrarian 
laws, and revolutions, and which hereafter will be called expropriation of property for the 
the public interest, with indemnification. In the early period of our history the 
Canadian husbandman might say, under our Tenure, UpOIl' setting foot in his 
new country, and planting his axe in the forest tree: "this soil is mine," and hence the 
adage applied to one who has no written title, ., My axe is my title." In truth the 
holder under free and common soccage can hardly say as much as this. 
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Were we to consider the Seigniorial Tenure only with reference to the relation exist. 
ing between t~e Censitaire and the Seignior, it would be impossible to bring any 
sound argump.nt in favor of the doctrine of compulsory commutation against the Censitaire, 
because upon him rests the charge, upon his shoulders is the burthen placed, and to him in 
such case belongs the choice. Any law tending to change the nature of a privilege has for 
its effect to ease the burthen of him who suffers. vVithout this the law would be useless or 
vexatious. "It would be an act of sovereign injustice," said the Inspector General, :"Ilr. 
Hincks, in 1853, " to impose a fOiced commutation, and this on account of the exactions of 
the Seigniors." This appears evident, in so far asit relates to a Law for regulating private 
transactions; in such a position, the Seigniorial que~tion could only be solved by mean~ 
of a law cstablishing the respective rights of Seiguiors and Censitaire~, and by a 
law of voluntary commutation. I desire no further proofs of the justice of this opinion in 
its application, than the contest of interests, the multiplicity of pretensions, and the conflict
ing authorities, to whtch may be added the mass of ddails which characterise all schemes of 
settlement. This idea has been brought out by Messrs. Buchanan. Taschereau, and 
Smith, in the report of 181:3, and it was also the opinion of the Committee of l.e;,'l. 

IIappily, however, the question may be lookeu at in a broader light. The feudal te
nure trammels not only the Censitaire, but society at large, and, to use the spirited language 
of oM tradition, ., l'enferme 80118 partes et gonds dn cic1 ii lct terre."'" Hypothecary credit, 
public and private enterprise, and the rights of third parties, all owe suhmission to the 
Regime of this Tenure. I will cite au example, from which I shall draw a fact of impor
tance to the cause. 'l'he Province, in conjunction with wealthy Companies, is now en
gaged in the construction of a net-work of railways; but, for this purpose, Seigniorial 
property has to be travers~d and a portion of it to be purchased; now every lot of feudal 
land, in virtue of the indivisibility of the cens, is subject to the payment of luds et ventes. 
Let a transaction be effected equivalent to sale, and it will be necessary to pay to the 
Seigniors the twelfth part of the value of the railways. 

In a case like this, and in that of the foundation or enlargement of Towns, or the 
establishment of mills or factories, it is not the Censitaire, the present occupier of rural 
property, who suffers the greatest wrong, but the mechanic, the capitalist, and as a con
sequence, society in general, whose progress may be retarded, and even paralyzed. The 
husbandman, whose property is transmitted from father to son, pays no lads ft ventes, and 
the country proprietor who sells to a manufacturer a small portion of his lands, sells it for 
what it is worth to him, nay even more, and the lads et ventes which accrue by the appli
cation of capital no longer concern him. 

Mr. Berzcy, of D'Aillebout, writing to the Commission of Enquiry into the SeiO"nio. 
rial Tenure, says :-" Were I at liberty to commute the tenure of the lands now i; m 
possession, I should have but few reasons for doing so; not that I have individually anY 
objection to change their Tenure, but because I prefer to keep the money I should hav~ 
to expend in effecting the change, and employ it in a much more profitablp manner." Thii 
was also the opinion expressed by lHessrs. Tache of Kamouraska. Raymond of "t J 

. '" 'J. acques, 
and.a multitude of others, w~o could not be a~cused of ideas either retrospective or old. 
fashIOned. It was under the mfiuence of as wise a view that Attorney General Drum
mo~d, during t~e disc~ssion on the Bill of last session, made the following declaration, 
which was received With applause by the whole House: "I will never consent to any 
~easure rendering commutation immediate and forced on the part of the Censitaire." It 
IS not then o~ . this gro~nd that I approach the question. I would treat it as a measure 
of .general utilIty, required by a revolution which has taken place in the construction of 
society, and I lay down this principle, that in this act of expropriation to serve the public 

.. "Binds it with bolts and bars from heaven to earth." 
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interest, the Seignior should be indemnified to the full amount of~hat is justly due to him; 
that the Censitaire should pay an amount equivalent to what is due by him; that society 
ought to contribute in proportiuIt to the benefits it would receive, and the sacrifice 
it wonld impose; for a sacrifice it is that society imposes on the Seignior in forcing 
him to provide another means of investment for his capital. and a like s:lerifice It Imposes 
011 the Cemitaire in compelling him to redeem those casual dues which he now pays 
only in virtue of an act of his OWII will. 

II 

It is expedient in the first place to gi're a history of the Seigniorial Tenure, for the 
purpose of showing the ohject and intent of its introduction into Canada, and to explain 
the extent of the duties it imposes upon each member of Society. It is nol necessary to 
investigate history for the origin of the feudal law in Europe; it is plain that this institu
tion wa~ furmed gradually out of the decentralization of Government and justice, 
carried to ib farthest limits by proud and warlike nations, jealous of their rights \\'ith no 
regular furm of Government, divided among themselves as to origin and interests, but ac
customed to the same life and the same habits, and compelled to unite on. important 
occasions for purposes of attack or defence. 

Immediately after the discovery of Canada, the first care of the Kings of France was 
to endeavour to effect the settlement of the Country, lcith a view to the cOl1t'e/'sion and 
cicili,:ation of the Indians, and for the benefit of the King's .,ubjects. It is therefore upon 
an historical falsehood that some of the Seibniors hase their assertion that the concessions 
oflands throughout the extent of New France, were only intended to benefit one class at 
the expense of the other; amI their advocatc's memory signally failed him when he assert
ed that the Kings of France considered ., the people to he so abject, as not to merit any 
consideration." History will prove that during the entire progress of the work of trans
formation which tuok place here, particularly between the tenth and twelfth centuries, the 
struggle in France was maintained between the people and the King 011 the one hand and 
the high vassals on the other. 

However this may be, the manifest intention of the Kings of France is expressed in 
all the letters and documents having reference to the Colony. "The entire history of 
" early legislation in Canada," said Mr. Chauveau in the last Session of Parliamenl, "is 
nothing more than a scheme of colonization." 

The powers and attributes granted by Henry IV, first of all to Messrs. de TIoberval, 
de Monts, and subsequently to Gnillaume de Caen, not having produced the desired ef
fect, Louis XIII, in 1627, constituted by Royal Charter the Compagilic des Cent Associes, 
and revoked the powers granted to de Caen, giving to the Company the Country of Kew 
France en touie prr;priete, justice et Seigneurie and in the preamble to this charter, the 
King explains the object of this grant in the following terms. "The King being 
"possessed of the same desire as the deceased Henri Ie Grand, his father ...... had, to seek 
"out and discover ..... .in the Country of :"Tew FrancE', a locality suitable for the establish
"ment of a Colony, and by that means to lead the inhabitants to a knowledge of the 
" true God, to civilize them and to derive from the said lands some advantageous com

., merce for the benefit of the King's subjects." 
This Company of New France conceded Seigniories to different persons, always 

keeping in view the manifest intention of colonization. "The wish to settle ad
vantageously the Colony of New France, causing us to seek out those who would con
tribute to that end their own influence and property, &c., (Concession by the Company 

to the Reverend Jesuit Fathers.) 



8 

In 1663, the Company, feeling them,eln·g unable to acc(Jmplish t;12 emi for whic-h 
they had been formt-d, re~igned their right, •. and in I \,:j~ Louis XIV c·)ll,:titut.d the 
Company of the "-est Indi;·.', to whil.Il he c'2l1ed, as" onr ancestors h:\"" it ... Af .. ;,:a and 
A "" <;.. • h II ., e... j' t' ,. t tr t d . • ttl ~'-1.menca ,In ~ l·l!~:nll.JTy, VVlt. a rIgilt~ OJ :}l'CPCl ty and ,l'.H'IS! lC 1o.)il 0 eIICC lI1~:ir se c'" 

ment, and establish a commer('e nl w carried on tl"Sl' b." ,-trang·en:." 
Their attempt not having been silccc,.d·t.:l, the great. King revokeJ the concessiou, 

and in 16740 reunite.] the property of the c.l;np,wy of the \Yest Indies to the uo:-:nins of 
the Crown. "'fo prcserve to our subjects," says the edict, " the ad\'antages which their 
courage and indthtry had earned for them" and Loui.~, considering it expedient to pro
vide for the conccssion of new lands, authorized :\~essrs. de Frontenac anel Duchesneau, 
then Governor anel Intelllhnt, to grant concession~, and after that periu! all concessions 
were made by the King ",. his rcpn's2nt~ti\'cs, the greater part (J;" fl~'n co~menciog :ISS 

follows: "Hi" :,.bj',·sty haying ahy,"y" zenlousl,Y sought the means of aJvanc;n;; in the 
most remote Cmllltries the glory of God and the Chri8tian nam", the first and main ob
ject of the esta~,li,;"nent of a :Frcllch Colony in Canada, ,[·c., &c." 

\Yehave seen that the IGn;; r(,'okcJ at ":iII and wi[],uut indemniilcati:Jt1 tIle con
cessions made to the Companies; on different occasions, hrf,:ilt:rc was cvC'n declared 
against individuals on account of neglect in ~ettli:l;;; u:o>re is an exacllpk· Il':arillg date 
IG89, "II[!\'ing given notice to Charlotte Lacomhe, widow of Allt"j!1C Cal,Je, th,:t we 
desired, in: cunI,:rlllrly y:r·1t the wiII of the King. that she ,;honlJ t :1rn to account and settle 
the Riviere de la :,fn<ldeine ....... without h!lv:ng commencej to r:1:I;((' 1n)' s::ttlcment U;,,':1 

the said riwr and lands, wherefore we inf.)rme(l her ...... '" that we should 
reunite the saill ri"cr :md lands 'c(lI1ccued to the s.:ill ('all,le to the (lomain of His 
:Majesty, that hem/[/h' :J),{l1lt ilto (I l10lhcr person 11110 Ir,,,ddl'd,zUlislt utlicmentsjor the 
advantage and enTul':Jcmerd of Ihe v'nl""-I. &c. ,C·c., (Tide of Sienr Denis Hivcrin.) 

The concessions were mnde on cOrlditlon uf .I~tllemtllt, aud 0/ conceding at the CIIS

tomary 7'atcs ali rl Ch·I1·;/rs. The reciprocal relations :li1d duties (;1' the Sei:;nior to the 
King, and of the Censitaire to the ~:pi6'ljGr were, and ,till ai'E', regulated by custom 
and the Edicts and TIoyal dcc:'c':'s, (,I rrels RO:"Oit:lC) aad the Onlinances and decisiulls o~· 
the Intendants, cita\Jliohe,l the Jurisprudence in matters vf int~Tl'rctc1tion. 

L ntil the Cession of Cua:tda, the Cro,m of France and its representatives watched 
with paternal care the Settlement of th'e COll:1try, and maintained the rights of C\'nsit:lire 
Settlers or those wishing to bC'come such, arrd any attempt at cnccO'lchm2nt or refusal to) 
concede on the part of th~ f'~ig!lior, was instantly repressed. The Edict of IGGa and the 
Arrets issued between 1G72 and 1711, with, and above all, the Arret of ~fal"ly, establish
ed clearly the respecti>'e obligations of Seignior and Censitaire. "Express enaetinents 
defined the exact natnre and extent of the rights of the grantees of the Crown, and the 
obligations by them assumed upon their investiture with their several possessions." (Re
port of the Co;::.mission ofrS4:;.) 

The King reserved to himself the fealty and homage (fui et lwmmage) and the im
munities it secures, as ~ord Para~.ount. The C~nadian ?~ignior had the dominant proper
ty in the enfeoffed SOlI, compnsmg all the rIghts ansIDg therefrom in virtue OI the 
Custom, and of the Edi.ct~ and ~rrets, upon ~onditio~ of managing and conceding on pain 
of forfeiture. The Censltall'e had the occupatIOn for hiS own use (domaine utile) of the soil, 
on condition of paying the customary rents and of settling thereon, on pain of forfeiture. 

Matters were in this state-binding all parties, at the time of the Cession of Canada 
to the Crown of England, p1'eiening to the Canadian subJect8 all their institutions lawB 
usagell and customl. The new Government, caring little for the happiness of its ne~ sub: 
jects, and bdng desirous of gaining over the high families of the Country or replacing them 
by speculators, took no steps to maintain or cause to be respected the rights of the Censi-
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taires; and if, on various occasions, the authorities appeared to take the matter into con
sideration, their attention never went so far as to induce them to apply the slight
est remedy. After the Conquest, therefore, a great number of the Seigniors began to 
make encroachments, and they have continued until now burthelling the contracts with 
reserves and charges of every kind. In vain did the Censitaires pray that the Legislature 
would take their hardships into consiC:eration. The Report of 1831 remained without 
being carried into effect; the Address of the House of Assembly of 18:24" praying" that 
the right of the subject to a concession of wild lands, subject to the C1tst01nw'!J chm'ges and 
conditions might be preserved intact," was unheeded; the proceedings between the 
years 1821 and 1836 were alike unsuccessful against the arbitrary will of the Government, 
and since 1763, the date of the first encroachments, the exaggerated pretensions of cfOrtain 
Seigniors have been protested against, and have been exercised in opposition to the will of 
the population of the Country. 

I cannot conclude this brief sketch of the History of the Seigniorial Tenure in 
Canada, without quoting the touching representation made by the Uensitaires of Lacolle, 
of the encroachments exercised to their detriment. "The original settlers in 
these Seigniories are what are termed in Canada ViTest. United Empire LO!Jalists. They 
were persons, who from their devotion to the British Crown at the time of the Revolution 
in the American Colonies, and on the final settlement of the boundary between the Amer
ican Republic and the present British American Colonies, left their all in the TIc-public 
and in a state of poverty betook themselves to the nearest }\ritish POfsessions. Thus they 
arrived at the Seigniory de Bealljeu on the River Lacolle. now the Seigniory of Lacolle, 
which was during the Revolutionary troubles and the uncertainty of their final-issue, 
purchased for a mere trifle by 2'fajor General Christie, of the British Army, from Mr. 
De Be:!ujeu, the grantee of the Crown. At the time of the arrival of these unfortunate 
sufferers in the country, they found a large tract of the wilderness in the possession of 
the said General Christie, and in their then needy state, it was absolutely n~cessary that 
they should obtain Irnds for the support of their numerous families. without delay suffi
cient to enable them to inform themselves what the original conditions were, upon which 
the lands were held by the then possessor. Nor was it easy at that time (say sixty 
years ago) for persons of their condition to obtain such information, and believing from 
the exalted station of the individual, that he would not impose any burthens b~yond his 
legal rights, they accepted the lands from him on his own conditions, and such as they 
and their descendants are convinced, he has no legal right to impose, being bound to 
them by contracts; in all cases where the Cellsitaires have appealed to the Courts of 
Justice and pleaded the charter, the Courts haw, invariably of late years, set the charter 
aside and condemned the contract, as if it were a voluntaryane."-(Documents of the 
Commission of 1843.) 

I may be permitted to remark that, at the same time that the United Empire Loyal
ists sacrificed to their loyalty the interests of their families, the French population who 
were not influenced by the same motives of attachment, rejected the offers of the New 
Republic, and that several years later, (in 1812,) they shed their blooo on the frontier to 
defend the integrity of British territory. Under these circumstances, there is not a man 
of honour, throughout the extent of the Empire, who will not admit that Government is 
bound to make the most ample reparation for wrongs which unite the character of in.
gratitude with that of injustice. 



III 

The first step to be taken for the settlement of the Seigniorial question, is to reduce 
the respective pretentions of the Seigniors ana Censitaires to their fair value and SEt each 
in the positions assigned to them by the laws which guarantee the rights of the one party 
and the other; happily this requires m:ither time nor trouble, for the altopether exeep
tionable position of Canada, as compared with that of the Districts in France governed by 
the customary law has had the effect, that every important question with reference to the Sei
gniorial Tenurc has been decitkd in a clcar and definite mallner by the Edicts, Arrets anu 
Ordinances; so that almost the sole remaining connection with the French feudal law 
is' the use of the feudal language which gi,·cs a value to certain expressions as for instances 
the words cens, banalile, Let it be clearly understood that I only allude here to what has· 
reference to the Concession of Lands and that I do not intend to speak of the application of 
the fcudal law with respect to inheritance. succession, and other circnmstances in civil 
life. In effect, the Crown granted to certain individuals as Seigniorial grants, lands of 
great extent, with the object emphatically expressed of settling them, and I(,r the purpose of 
undering the concession thereof to the peoplc, both speedy and unattended with difficulty, 
thereby reserving the right to regulate and limit the extent of the privilege; according as the. 
requirements of the Colony became apparent, and to resume the g~ant made in trust, as cir
cumstances required, without hy so doing committing an act of injustice, iUllsmuch as the 
management having ceased, there was no further consideration for the fees attached to it, 
" The Law of Canada," says our historian ~Ir. Garneau " at first only looked upon the 
Seignior in the light of a steward to Government," These concessions were generally 
made in preference to those who had rendered services to the state or distinguished them
selvl'r. by their talents and energy, 

This was effected as follows: the King held in reserve for the wants of the People, 
lands designated as the Royal Domain In the distribution of these land, some sort of admi
nistrative system was required; the King, reasonably presuming that in dispersing through
ont the extent of a new country a number of intelligent and active men, charged to effect 
its settlement, in consideration of a certain profit accorded to them as the settlement ad
vanced, appointed agents to whom he conceded land sufficient in extent ILr the founda
tion of a s!llall colony; he obliged them to settle tht:reon, and for this purpose these 
a;ents were permitted to select for themselves, each within the limits of his agency. a lot of 
lalld for their exclusive usc (ol'igin 0/ the private domain). The King, being desirous of 
ensuring the obedience of his agents required them to present themselves trom time to 
time to take an oath to that effect (on'gin 0/ the fealty and homage), The King, anxious 
to watch over the settlement of the Country, and t.o obtain with ease all necessary informa
tion as tothe progress of the colony required his agents to furnish him this information 
(on'gin 0/ the rent roll, aveu et dtinombrement). To prevent the interest established 
in favor of the agents in the property committed to their charge being u~ed by them for 
~urpo~es of speculation, ~?e King ordained that in case of sale of the right Of 
lIlV,'stlture he should be pala one fifth part of the purchase money (origin of the qulnt,) 
To prevent ,the agents from mal-admini~tration by refusing to effect ~ettlements, by selling 
or by exactlllg rates which might be too burthensome or prohibitory, the King reqUired 
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them to concede to all, indiscrimin3tely, at a rate universally made lwown (origin oj 
the oblIgation to concede at the customary charges w-ithout exacting any sum 0/ money 
or other conditions. 

Mills for the gr:nding of grain having been found neces~ary for the maintenance of 
the Colony, and the settlers being too poor to erect them for themselves, the King re. 
quired the agents to erect them, and to render this obligation less burthensome, he 
compelled the settler to make exclusive use of the mill connect€d with the a~ency to 
which he belonged. and to pay a fixed toll for its service, (origin 0/ banality). The King. 
desirous of compensating his agents for the trouble and expenses required in this superin
tendence, permitted them to levy upon each settler benefited by such superintendence, an 
annual rate attached to each superficial arpent of conceded land; in affecting in this manner 
each arpent conceded, the King had a further ohject ill view, which was to induce the 
settlers to concede only so much land as they could turn to advant:>.ge, (orIgin 0/ the 
rents). The King, anxious to facilitate th .. management of his agents and induce the 
settlers to assume the sedentary habits of the husbandman, by discouraging frequent 
mutations obliged the tenants to pay to the agents one twelfth of the price of each sale of 
land (origin 0/ the cens bearing with them the l'ight o/lods et ·venles.) 

Finally, to inspire the settlers with the respect which was due to those occupying 
an intermediate p()3ition between the King and his people, the Royal Acts addressed 
thf'se agentR as Seigniors, appointing them the di~pen~ers of justice according to theic 
capacities and to circumstances; this quality, in virtue oftlle Custom, invested with cer
tain honorific (and sometimes lucrative) rights the individual upon whom it was conferred. 

All the other rights claimed by certain Canadian Seigniors are encroachments, 
with the exception of the right of pre-emption or Retrait Convent/onel, which is 
properly speaking only a guarantee afforded by the Censitaire to the Seignior, of the good 
faith of his transactions. and which does not in itself constitute an immunity; unless it be 
pretended that it gives a right to the Seignior to select his Censitaire~; a principle correct 
enough if applied to the European Lord of early history whose vassal was his man-at
arms, but which ctulc! not reasonably be applied in Canada. 

From the thousand and one documents which testify to the correctness of the definition 
I have just given, I will only cite a few passages from the Arrilts oflG86 and l7ll, or the 
Arrets of Marly, from the ordinances of the 8th May and 16th November, 1727, and 
from the grant of the Seigniory of the Lake of Two l'Ioulltains, which bears 
a special and privileged character, I will add a quotation from a letter by Messrs. 
Beauharnois and Hocquart, to the then :i\1inister, it being in effect a commentary upon 
the grant to which I have just referred. 

The Arr~t of 4th June, 1686, has reference to banality, and enacts as follows: "His 
" Majesty the King sitting in Council, having been informed that most of the Seigniors 
"who are proprietors of fiefs in New France, neglect to erect the banal mills necessary Jor 
,< the subsistence 0/ the inhabitants 0/ tlte said CouTitr!J, and in order to remedy an evil so 
" prejudicial to the welfare of the Colony, hath ordained and doth hereby ordain that all the 
.. Seigniors ............................................ shall be bound to erect therein banal mills 
" within one year after the publication of the present decree &c., &c." 

It may be remarked here that a great difference exists between this .right of 
banality or rather this obligation to build grist mills, and the pretended right to the 
unnavigable streams and water courses. "Tho wants the end wants the means; the 
Canadian Seigniors have undoubtedly the right within the limits of their fiefs to the 
possession of the water-power necessary to drive their banal mills, but all appropriation 
beyond that must be regarded as an encroachment; the proprietor whose land borders 
on the stream and who suffers inconvenience from the channel of a water cOllrse traversing 



his property, should enjoy the advantages offered by nature in compensation j the depar. 
ture from this general principle in favor of the High Justiciaries of France brought about a 

state of things which has never existeu here. 
The Arret of 1711, dated at Marly, defines the obligations of the Seignior towards 

the settler in the following terms: "And His :,\1 ajesty ordains that all the Seigniors in the 
"said Country of New France shall concede to the settlers the lots of land which they may 
" demand of them in their Seigniories, at a ground rent, and without exacting from them 
" any swm of money as a consideration for such concessions; otherwise and in default of 
"their so doing. His Majesty permits the said settlers to demand the said lots of land from 
"them by a formal summons, and in case of their refu,al, to make application to the 
"Governor and Lieutenant General and Intendant of the said Country, whom His l\lajesty 
" enjoins to concede to the said settlers the lands demanded by them in the said Seigniories, 
"for the same dues as are laid upon other lands in the said Seigniories, which dues shall 
"be paid by the new settlers into the hands of the receiver of His Majesty's domain, in 
" the City of Quebec, without its being in the power of the Seigniors to claim from thEm 
" any dues of any kind whatever, &c., &c." 

This act is the ratification of the Colonial Policy of the King of France, and suffices 
to prove that the Seignior was not at liherty to sell at any price, however low it might 
be, and that on the contrary he was bound to conce,de, at the cnstomary rates; because 
in snbstituting the Governors and Intendants for the refractory 8eignior, they are 
enjoined to conform to the ordinary rates. This provision respecting the customary 
rents springs as it were from the prohibition to sell and exact any sum of money as the 
price of concessions. "Without a uniform rate" says .i.\Ir. Lehlanc, "the rule of conces
sions would be a mockery for this reason, that they might be evaded by a demand of rates 
so high that the Censitaire would be unable to acct'pt them." 1\1r. Badgley remarked before 
the Committee of 18S1, "It must be evident that a high money price for the lot or an 
" exorbitant charge in the shape of rent, affect the matter in precisely the same manner." 

The following are the terms generally contained in the grants to the Seig
niors, "to the ordinary cens, "entes, and dues per arpent of land in front by forty in 
depth." The nature of the privileges granted to the Seigniors, having been defined, we 
have now to examine their extent, by establishing the exact value of each of the rights of 
cen8 et rentes, lods et velltes and banality, the only rights we shall consider, they being 
the only ones they possessed after ceasing to hold the office of Justiciaries. 

The Ordinance of 8th May, 1 ,~7, signed Dupuy, speaks incidentally of an Ordinance 
of Raudot which condemned the inhabitants to take out a new title from the Sieur Lev
rard, " at the simple rate of 20 sols and a live capon for each arpent in front, by twenty in 
" depth and six pence of cens, for the whole of the said concession." 

The Ordinance of 1GthNovember in the same year, speaking ~f customary rates, enacts 
as follows: The King being desirous that in order to a more rapid settlement of the 
country, the Seigniors there should concede the lands at a low rate, there are hardly any 
lots ofland which are conceded at more than one sol per superficial arpent and at one penny 
of cens, and that there are on the contrary a great number oflots ofland which are conceded 
at sixp'mce per arpent, only, though covered with beautiful timber, the cutting of which 
is the first profit realized by the grantees. (It may be here remarked that this 
latter clause establishes that the reservation as to the cutting of timber, contained in 
contracts dated within a certain number of years back, is an extortion.) 

In the Deed of Concession of the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains to 
the gentlemen of the Seigniory of St. Sulpice, the cens et rentes are nominally fixed 
as follows ;-" That they shall concede such lands at the mere rent of twenty sols and 
." one capon for each arpent of land in front by forty in depth, and six-pence (six deniers) 
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" of cens, and they shall not mention in the said concessions any S!lm of money or any 
" other charge except the mere rent." 

, Now, this grant having been made to a privileged order, subject to the onerous 
and exceptional condition of erecting a church and a fort, and of con verting the Indians, 
mu;;t ha\"e authorised the exaction of the maximum of concession rates, and indeed 
we ha ve proof of this conclusion in the letter written by l\Iessrs. Beauharnois and Hocquart, 
the Governor and lntendant, at the time at which complaints were brought by the gen
tlemen of the Seigniory of St. Sulpice, as to the obligation they were under to concede 
forty arpents in depth. "\Ve are ignorant of the reasons which have determined His 
" IIInje6ty to establish in the patent of 1718, the depth of the conc~ssions at forty arpents, 
, and the amount of the cens and !"Cutes." 

" It was thought that his intentions would be fullowed out by inserting in the conces
" sions of 1733 at the customary eens, rentes and dues per arpent of land in front, by 
" focty in depth." 

" The observations respecting the justice and equity of proportioning the cens and 
" dues to the amount of the property which might be more valuable in one place than in 
" another, is deserving of consideration; and it appears to us that His ::.Ifajesty may be satis'" 
" tied by only inserting in the new patent the words, "at the customary eens, rentes and 
" dues pel' arpent of land." 

" This vague expression will allow the gentlemen of the Seigniory the liberty to con
" cede a greater 01' less depth, and at a larger or slllaller amount of celiS et rentes, in pro
" portion to the extent antI value of the 10tR conceded, and as the usages differ in almost 
" ev~ry Seigniory, the term customary only denies to the ecclesiastics the right of mak
" ing their ordinary concessions less than twenty arpents in depth and of exacting higher 
" rents than twenty sols for every twenty arpents in superficies, and one capon or its eqni
" valent in corn. With respect to the cens it is a very moderate charge, which is snp
" po~ed to be established only as an acknowledgment of direct Seigniory, bearing with }t 
"Jods et ventes; the customary amount in Canada is from six-pence to one sol per arpent 
"in front, by the entire depth of each concession whatever that d~pth may be." 

" The declaration in the l\Iemorial, that the Seigniors in Canada as everywhere else, 
" have the right to concede a cellS et a relltcs such quantities ofland at such charges as 
" they may think proper, is not con"eet as rega1'ds the charges, the constant practice 
" being to concede at the ratee above stated, and stillmore frequently at a lower ra te 
" If the alleged liberty really existed, it might be greatly abused, in cansing the con
" cessions which ought to be quasi grat1£itous to become regular Deeds of sale."-(This 
letter bears date 6th October, 1734.) 

From all the preceding statements, valuing the capons of that time at 15 sols (::.III'. 
Raudot said the capons were only worth 10 sols in 1707.) It iii evident that the maximum 
of all the dues never amounted to the sum of2 sols before the Arret of Marly and the Ordin
ances of 1727, which are now in force. "Notwithstanding these different modes in which the 
" wheat rent was made payable, it is a remarkable fact, that on a just calculation, the result 
" will be found the same, and the highest rate of concession in the District of Montreal, 
" previous to the Conquest, will be found not to exceed one penny for every superficial 
" arpent, valuing the wheat at one shilling and eight pence per bushe1.-(Oommission of 
1843.) 

"The customary rates of which mention is made in the Arret of Marly, were 
" well known in the Colony, and did not exceed one sol per superficial arpent, and half 
" a bushel of wheat, or a capon and one sou of cens for every arpent of frontage.
(Attorney General Drummond.) 
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'With re8pect to the amount of the lads et.ventes, no dispute on this subject has ever 
taken rlac~, it consists of one-twelfth of the purchase money. The mill-tull for grind
ing is abo universally admitted, being absolutely fixed at one-fourteenth. 

IV. 

A number of the Seigniors, in an"wer to what I have j u,t estahli~he(l, to wit: The 
obligation on the part of the Seign iOTs to concede at the Cllstornar.,! rates, j: ccrl at the 
ma;rimum of two SOliS per slIpuficial arpent, withollt the right of e":ucfill[] all.,! sum of 
money or any other condition, and in support of the additional charges of which they 
claim the payment, Eet up the following pretentions. 

1st. That the Canadian Seigniors are the exclusive and incommutable proprietors of 
the feudal ~oil. 

211'1. That the French laws are no longer the laws of the Country. 
3rd. That the additional Seigniorial charges are matters of pri\'ute agreement between 

the parties. 
4th. That the derisions of the Courts of J ust,r,) have irrc"ocahly establi"hed the 

jurisprudence in their favor. 
The proposition that the proprietors of fiefs are (·xclusi "C masters of the soil, i, the 

reverse of common sense, and would not even have heLl good if applied to the great Euro
pean .. assal~, whose property was deficient, says M. Guizot, ., in tbat complete ilHlepelld€nce 
which is in the present day the great characteristic of real property." An assertion such as 
tbis is simply painful to those who honestly and without subterfuge desire an honorable 
settlement of this que~tion, nor should I ba\'e referred to it if similar argument~ had not 
drawn from those wbo had ul'ged them, an avowal which resolve" the question of 
settlement oftheamount of the dues in the Seigniories in which the law has been trodden 
under fuot; these are the terms of the admission: "If the Seigniors were originally merely" 
"trustees, bound to concede at low charges and reserves, it may f"Huw that only a mouerate 
" degree of mercy should be dealt Ollt to them. (Address on beholfof certain proprietors of 
Seigniories in Lower Canada 1853.) 

I leave to the impartial reader to compare this admission with the laws above cited 
and I adopt the conclll~ions they may draw from tbe examination. 

The second argument which goes to maintain that the French laws, as regards the 
Seigniorial Tenure, are no longer the laws of the country, should be considered a candid 
admi6sion of the fact that these laws do not defend what the Commissioners of 1843 style 
" the exorbitant pretensions of the Seigniors." We have now to show that these laws are 
in 1854 the laws of the land. 

No one has ever ventured to deny tnat at the period of the Conquest, the French laws 
were the only laws then in force throughout the whole extent of Canada : now by the terms 
of the Capitulation and the Imperial Act of 1774, all the existing laws at the date of the 
Conquest are declared to be the laws of the country. In a word, what is the Seignio
rial Tenure in Canada, but a system constituted and considered by French titles 
customs, edicts and decrees? and if the Seigniors had been held by the law and the 
English authorities to be relieved from obedience to the ancient laws in consequence of 
theil" not being in use, would the Imperial Parliament have passed a law in favor of 
the Seigniors, giving to them the right of redeeming themselves from their obligations to 
the Crown and the inhabitants of the country, as they did by the Acts known as the Tenul"es 
Acts (3 George 4th ch 119 and 6 George 4th ch 59.) " The edict of the 6th July 1711, is 
still in full force " said the Attorney General in 1794. The House of Assemilly of Lower 
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Canada in 1828 declared, that the rights of the jnhabitants of Lower Canada with rp.spect to 
the Tenure, are guaranteed hy the terms of the capitulation of the Colony and by an Act 
of Parliament passed in the fJurteenth year of the R"ign of His J'dajesty George III 
(l 7H.)" 

The Commissioners of 1843, after having cited all the French laws, say, <t Rurh was 
,. the law of the country at the period of the conquest, and it still remains in all its force 
" and ,,·igor." 

;,ime. Tache, Seignioress of Kamouraska, in answer to the Commission (If 1848, 
says, .. Both my prc,lccessors and myself have, as fur as I can judge, been guided in the 
concession of lands by the arl ~t of the Conseil d'Etat of His ::IIo·,t Chriqian l\f ajesty, 
bearing date 6th July, 1711, as regards all the conditions of the concessions." Morcover, 
tn that Seigniory, allli in a large number ofothers, the cens et l'entes exacted are filr below 
iwo sous per slIperficial al'pent, and will not the Seigniors who have acted in conji)Tmity, 
to the laws and to the moral obligations which it imposes, be an obstacle to the solution of 
the question. 

'VI' now come to the proposition that the additioual conditions in the concessions 
are matters of private agreement, and guaranteed by contract between the parties. A 
contract made in contravention of a formal law is not a contract, anu this maxim 
applies .;.ore 'pc~ial:y to those species of transactions which affect the ground-worK: of 
society, family rights and property. A stiplllutionentered illto in contravention of public 
laiC, is not valid. ;\lore especially d,)('s this apply in the present case, when one of the 
parties has reaped profit from the misfortunes consequent upon conquest, politi,al strug
gles, advantages of superior educatioll, Jlosition on the Bench and in the Legislature, 
mId fr01l1 the weakness and poverty uf the other party. 

Viewed even in the light of private transactiuns, these contracts are pleno JIlre null on 
the face of them. ., The validity of every eontract depends on four conuitions, consent, 
c"pacity to contract, an obj,~ct the suhstance of the contract, and a lawful cause for the 
obligation." Does consent exist on the part of the settlers who have in va:n striven by 
every possihle means to release themselves from these acts of encroachment? ",",IS the 
unCortunate head ef a family free who, abandoneu hy his only protector, the Government had 
to choosebetween misery or banishment and the contract that was offered to him? Did 
the capacity to make the contract exist cn the part of the Seignior when he sold a por
tion of a property which did not belong to him, and which did in fact belong to the 
purchaser ? Was there a lawful cause of obligation when the Deigniol', like an unlaithful 
s :eward, failed in the trust reposed in him? When, regardless of his oath of :ealty and 
homage, he trod nnder foot the commands of his Sovereign, turning to his own prufit the 
property of the people, and cast the heaviest obstacles in the way of the advance
ment of his country? The fraud is clearly palpable, and in certain cases is 
accompanied by a profligacy denoting long premeditation. ,. We cannot o\'erlook," say 
the Commissioners of 18-13, "a stratagem of which some Seigniors, as we are informed, 
., have availed themselves to elude the law prohibiting sale by the tieignior of ullcleared 
" land3, or their concession for rent with an additional bonus. The mode of proceeding 
" to obtain this object is by making a fictitious concession to an agent or friend, who 10rth
" with sells the land and pays the price to the Seignior.'· 

I could cite contracts calculated to make one blnsh, hnt it is not my design to 
excite the passions, aud I implore the Cemitaires to be meek and calm. as is 
the duty of a citizen who, confident in the justice of his cause, feels that his duty is per
formed. There are, moreover, a numher of Seignior~ whose couduct command~ respect, 
and also a number in whose behalf circum,tances and human weakness must be invokcd. 
Let us blot out the past-a grievance which has ceased is speedily forgotten. 
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I cannot abandon this subject without citing the opinion of the Attorney General in 
1794, addressed to Lord Dorchester; speaking of recourse to the Courts of Justice, he says, 
"the enormous expenses attending an appeal to His Majesty in Council, to which the Seig
nior is antitled, deprives the Censitaires of the possibility of obtaining justice and compels 
them to abandon their rights, and throw themselves upon tbe mercy of their Seignior, wl.o 
compromises the action and grants a new deell of concession upon his own terms." 
Notwithstanding the reserve, 1 may say the timidity of the Commissioners of 1843, with 
respect to a subject of such delicacy, they nevertheless express their opinion in these 
words. "These transactions may be considered obligatory against the tenant unless they 
" are repugnant to some Edict, Arret or Ordinance." 

It must not be forgotten that for a long period of time, in Consp.quence of the want of 
public means of communication and the topographical character of the Country 
the Seigniorial soil was the only land accessible to the settlers. The lands in free and 
common soccage were then granted only in extensive tracts to favorites of Go~
ernment, and it is plainly this circumstance which at the present time creates such diffi
culties in the Eastel'll Townships and shows that rnshing from one system to the other 
would be shunning Charybdis only to split upon Scylla. 

The last proposition they lay down is, that the Courts of Justice have established the 
jurisprudence so as effectually to legalise contracts between Seigniol' and Censitaire. In 
the first place I deny the fact that the decisions of the Courts, with the exception of two, 
have a character sufficiently important to give, to them the authority which belonged be
fore the conquest to the Ordinances of the Inten,lants, inasmuch as these tribunals affected 
a want of jurisdiction in legal matters, and founded their decisions only with fe'S

pect to the contracts between the parties without reference to any land. These decisions 
were S'J expressed as to declare that the contracts produced, bound the parties thereto 
inasmuch as the Court wa, not judicially in possession of any Law as to the subject matters 
of the transaction,; under th',ir notice. As may clearly be perceived, it is a very slender 
subtility to reot upon, but to those who are well versed in the history orthe times and the 
composition of the COUl ts of Justice at that period, nothing will appear extraordinary. 
Much might be said with respect to these decisions, but it i8 difficult to discuss this sub
ject without wanting in the respect which the position of the dispenser of Justice must 
inspire. Siknce should as much as possible be preserved with respect to the errors of the 
Judge, because their publication compromises in the eyes of the people the saintly charac
ter of the order of which he is the high priest. 

These decisions, moreover, can have no weight in oppo.ition to the terms of the law • 
.Ad summum non exemplis, sed legibus judicandum. "And," as Fen'iere says, " these 
decisions are only presumptions of law, of which dishonorable practitioners make use to 
o\'ertnrn the principles and elude the prodsions of the laws." 

I have before stated that two of the J udgrnents rendered are exceptions to the others; 
these are, a Judgment of the Military Council held at :\[ontreal in 1762, Colonel Haldimand 
presiding. The case was an Appeal instituted by the Sieur Le Duc, Seigniol' ofIsle Perrot, 
from the decision of a Militia Court at Pointe Claire, in favor of Joseph Henaut, 
Censitaire. The Judgment in Appeal concluded as follows :-" The parties having been 
" heard, the Council, convinced that the clause attae-hed to the said Contract obliging the 
"tenant (Henau!) to furnish annually haIfa bushel of wheat and ten sous per arpent, is a 
"notarial error, the customary charge for concessions in that part of the Country being 
"the payment of one sou for every superficial arpent of land and half a bushel of corn 
"for every arpellt infront by twenty arpents in depth, ordains that hereafter the rente. 
" of the land in question' shall be paid at the rate of fii'ty-four sous in money, and one 
"minot and a half of wheat in each year." 
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It is plain that the Council considered any addition in the amount of the cens et rentes 
as an innovation so incredible. that they preferred attributing it to an error on the part of 
the notary than to any premeditated intention of' encroachment on the Ilart of the Sei"nior 

. I 0 , 
notwlt Istanding his appeal from the former Judgment. 

The other decision was gi\"en in 1828, and was rcndered by Justices ReiJ, Foucher 
and Uniacke in the case of Grey VB. l\IcCallum. 'rhis decision has reference to the obli<Ya
tion to concede, and establishes that "Ercry sllbj'~ct of Hi, Maje-ty has a right to dem:nd 
"and obtain from any :-:eignior possessing wild and unconceded lands in his Seigniory, a lot 
.. 01' a concession of a portion of the said wild and unconcecled hlllls, to be by every such 
"subject, his heirs and assigns, held and P,).s",s~c,l as their own propert!J for CL·Cr, subject 
., to the condition of cultivatil;g and improving the >'aiel wild land" and of paying to each 
" S,·i~niol· the rellsoll(tble customary and ordinal'!! reI/Is, dues alld aclmowledgmcnts, 

" which, by vit·tuc of the f,~udal tenure in furcein this Pruvince, ought to be paill, &c., &c." 
The COllrt t:!('refore compelled the Strignior to concede. 

\"ilh I"e"p'"d to the allegation that the rrlltcs have never been establisheil at a certain 
amount in Can ,ala, it is so fal' correct that Ilwy !t.lve varied, without ceasing tu b., legal, 
from half u sol to two SOltS ; this circllmstance \Va., even noticecl by several [W 1",;0 n,;, unac
quainte,l with the history' of til" -tenure, at the time of the debate on the Dl"llmmond 
bill. ., This rate," said 1\lr. Brown, "never exceeded two so[" bcfure the Conquest, 
., and I am surprise,l to see that the Attorney General is desirous~f raising it to fou~ SOllS." 

It has been pretended that cens et rcnles at a maximum scale of two SOt~S, was a lower 
scale than t!tat to 'which tlw ~eignior was entitled, because the value of money has dimin
ished fllHI that of wheat has increasell. The Calndian ~eignior would be an exception to 
allY portion of the creation, were he permitted thus to profit at the same ti ne by 
the reduction in the value of money and the increase in the value of grain; one of these 
at'guments would have been suflkient, for it is cvilknt that the wheat and the capons only 
exactly represent one half $ol per arpent, (one capon or the c'jlliw/Cllt iI/wheat,) ,diLl that 
this payment in produce was only stipulated for the benefit of the Censitaire in a Country in 
whieh money was scarce. "It seC'llS to 1l1f'," says the Inteullallt lbuuot, "that in every 
'. alternative payment, the payer has the benefit (If the choice." Besides the perpetual 
nature of Seigniorial rates, w!tieh survive the attainment of their desired object, namely, 
the settlement of the Conntry, makes it a matter of privilege,-now a privilege is settled in 
its nature, and the Seigniors avail themselves of tltis in the payment of lods ct TClItes upon 
the increasing value of the land~, and they do so with reason. In France, the S:a:e never 
would permit an increase in the rate of real payments upon any pretext. J ustinian decre~d 
" That every settler from whom his ma~ter shall exact more than the rate that was custo
mary and which had been paid at furmer periods, shall apply to the first .J uc1ge that he 
may meet, and pro\"e the fact, in order thnt the master, convicted of so doing, may be pre
vented from so exacting thereafter more thun he was in the habit of receiving, and be com

pelled to Testorc what he shall have extorterZ b!J such inacased demand." 
Before bringi ng this chapter to a conclusion, I ought, in justice to the cause and to 

the obligation under which I am to investigate all the remote aud hiddeIl: difficulties of 
the question, to make a remark which apI.lies to but a few of the Seigniors, some of whom 
unfortunately are not of the number of those who have exceeded their rights; it is this, 
that in fact, some of the proprietors of Seigniories, do not regret the anti-feudal agitation 
and the difficulties of the question; knowing as they do that some settlement must be 
arrived at, they designedly exaggerate their claims, so as to provide for other final re 

ductions without in the end giving up a good speculation. 
I will only cite one instance taken from the communications sent in to the Commis

sion in 1843. A Seigni<!,r who gives his name and those of his Seigniories, de-
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elares, that these Seigniories brought him in £250 for the years then last past; in 
that part of the letter in which he gives his opinion as to a measure of commutation and 
the indemnity to be paid to the Seigniors, he says: "fifteen shillings per acre, as an 
average, may thus be consiuered an adc'1u~te indemnity for the forfeiture of' Seigniorial 
rights." The Seigniories referred to extend over more than 50,000 acres, and are in the 
possession of the Seignior, so that in round numbers we find-

Present value of Seigniories referrc(l to ................................................. $17,000 
Indemnity required by the Proprietor .................................................... 8150,000 

The above figures need no comment; the ohject is cvident. 

v 
As it would be vain to labour at a plan of' commutation and to render an account to 

one's self of one's)abours, without possessing the nece.,sary statistic", I have been obliged to 
supply the ahsence of Elich infJrll1ation, and to fill up a gap which should long ere tllis 
have been filled up by government. I giye' lX'low the gl"}('l'al re8111t of my researches. In 
an appendix annexed to this ,\l'tch will be fl'lll1d ddails calculated to enabJe one to 
judge of the cc>rrectness cf the numbers obtainc(i. 

The totalllumber of concessions made to proprietors offief~ and unreYol,cd, 
throughout the whole ('xt{'nt of Lower Cana'!:!. is ..................... . 

The number of distinct Seigniories may be put llown at .................. .. 
And by reducing this nUlllo{'r in ortler to obtnin an average of about six 

superficial leagues of inhabited Sei5uiories only, to .................... . 
The total number of proprietors of ficl, or Seigniorics, and of portions of 

Seigniories, as co-proprietors is, about.. ................................. . 
Of this number ther{' arc abollt 1" proprietors posse~.,ing II :0,(;1:0 arpents 

or more; about 11,0 proprietors of fiefs containing a superficies of 
~",000 to 100,000 arpents, and about 4;; proprietors of parts of a 
l{'ss superficies than ~·;,0i)0 arpcnts taken together. 

The total number of censitaircs is ................................................ . 
(See Appendix TalJle No.3.) 

220 
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71,751 

And the average number of arpents possessed by each ccnsilail'e, is... •.•..• 00 
The total superficies in arpents of the land originally held in Seigniory, is... 12,822,0:)3 

(Sec Appendix Table No. 1.) 

The number of arpents in fief8 commnted in free and common soccage...... 1,039,012 
(See Table No.2, and remar&1.) 

Superficial extent in arpents of fiefs held hy the Crown........................ 1,143,5[;8 
(See Table X 0.2.) 

The superficial extent of the uninhabited fiefs, is .............................. .. 

(See Table No. S.) 

The total superficial extent of the inhabited Seigniories not ineluding 
those held by the Crown is ................................................ . 

Property conceded in censive and at present occupied throughout Lower 
Canada, covers a superficial extent in arpents of ...................... . 

Of which the number 'of arpents under cultivation is .......................... . 
And in forest land ...................................................... " •••• " .. , .. 

(Sile Table No.8.) 

3,409,05G 

7,230,877 

6,523,101 
3,154,802 
3,368,299 
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Out of the whole number of arpents conceded in censive the Crown posses
ses as proprietor dominant, in arpents .••................................. 

The remainder, possessed by indiyiduals, is ..................................... . 
The number of arpents oflands unoccupied in the fiefs of the Crown, is .... . 

(See Table No.3, and remarks.) 

The grand total, at the maximum amount, of the capital due by all the cen-
sitain's, other than those of the Crown, is without calculating the 
fractions ....................................................................... . 

This Capital is represented by the Annual Revenue of the cens ct rentes 
at the maximum rate of 2 sols per arpent, amounting to .............. . 

A nd the Revenue of lods et ventes at ~ sols per arpent amounting to ... '" 
(See Tables Nos. 7, 8, and 9, with the remarks.) 

The same charges due by the Censitaires of the Crown amount to £4,847 
representing a capital for commutation, of ....••.......................... 

This total value of the conceded Seigniories is increased by the following 
items :-Total value of the mills .........................................• 

Value of the private farms and domains, say ....•....................•.......... 
Future yalue of the concession or commutation of lands still unoccupied, 

esta blished hereafter. 
(See Tables Nos. 3 and 'I, and remarks.) 

581,754 
5, !l4l, 347 

561,804: 

£82.:;,166 

£21,755 
£24,7G5 

£80,783 

431,232 
312,000 

The absolute value of the Seigniories as here established is diminished when they are 
sold, on acc()unt of the obligation of the purchaser to pay the quint, and in the productive 
value, on account of its difficult and scattered collection. 

The preceding calculations will all be made use offarther on ; I pass now to the con
sideration of the different dptails of the schemes of Commutation that have been proposed 

VI. 

EVERY scheme of commutation contains three principal divisions, 1st. The object of 
commutation; 2nd. The mode of carrying it out, and 3rd. The perioJ of redemption. 

In the establishment of the dues subject to commutation, it appears to be the general 
opinion that two subjects alone are liable to redemption, the cens et rentes taken as a whole, 
and the lods et ventes. With respect to banality, it is evident that it was only introduced 
for the benefit of the Oensitaire, and that the obligation imposed upon the latter by law, 
was only so done, to place the Seignior in a position to satisfy the wants of the settlement, 
and I consider it evident, that the abolition of the right of banality and the establishment 
·of competition, were competition possible, will have the effect of increasing the price of 
grinding and raising it to the rates usual in Upper Oanada and the United States, at aU 
events in one part of the District of Montreal, in the localities where water power is rarely 
obtained. 

As regards the Seignior, he could lose nothing by the abolition of this right, for the 
simple practical reason, that wherever mills could be placed in situations advantageous to 
their working, the Seignior has already done so, and that the places in which the 
Seignior has not erected mills, are places in which mills have but a poor chance of proving 
productive. To pay attention to this subject would be to hamper to no purpose a measure, 
the simplicity of which should be its chief merit. 



eo 
The fixing of the quantum of the cens et rente, has divided the persons who have 

paid attention to the matter, into three classes. The first, which is composed of a certain 
number of Seigniors determined to give up no part of the encroachments they have 
made, desires that the cens and the rentes should be taken and made redeemable accord
ing to the terms of the contracts of concession, without regard to circumstances, the nature 
of the obligations, the protestations of the Country 01· the provisions of the Law. This 
class I have already answered, and the Country has done so before me. The second 
class would raise the rente to four sous the arpent by way of compromise ad duritiam 
cordis; but inasmuch as it is a difficult matter to impose upon the people of the Country, 
and for reasons of this nature, an impost that these reasons do notjustify, they allege 
the increase of the value of the dues paid in produce and the diminution ill value 
of the dues paid in money; I have already in a previous chapter shown that if one of 
thes9 arguments were fu\·orable, the other was equally in opposition to the proposition. To 
what I have already said on this subject I may add, that the Censitaire farmer, as the head of 
a family and a good citizen, ought to allow no addition to the dues, nor permit a flagrant 
violation of the provisions of an established law to triumph and be rewarded to the preju
dice of his descendants, nor should he allow the fact to be witnessed, that proprietors 
under the same title and under the influence of the same law, receive, one, the legal com
mutation money, and another, a usurious sum. I respect the opinion of those who, not 
being interested in the matter, ha\'e defended this scheme with ~ view to settle the 
question, ahd on the principle that even this would afford relief to a great number of 
Censitaires; but I cannot possibly adopt these sentiments, nor can I feel any pretext for 
saying to the Seignior and to the Censitaire, :' you who are only entitled to two sols, shall 
receive four, and you who only owe two sols at the very most, must nevertheless pay two 
more!" Amongst those who advocate the complete carrying out of the law, and the 
establishment of the amount of the cens et j'entes at the maximum of two sols, I reckon 
myself, and with them form the third class. 

Many methods have been proposed for establishing the value of the casunl rights 
of lods et ventes, which may be reduced, apart from their details, to the three following 
plans, namely: ' 

lst. To have it permanently established, that the lod or the twelfth part of the nlue 
of the Seigniorial soil, shall be the capital of the redemption for the commutation of the 
rights of lods et ventes. 

2nd. To establish a scale of reduction by which it should be established, in proportion 
to the value of the property, that TIe; or lo of such value (or another proportion on the 
same principle), should be the capital for redemption. 

3rd. To establish the real average value of the profits arising from lods et ventes, 
and turn this revenue into capital at the rate of six per cent. to obtain the amount to be 
commuted. 

• Let us examine into the intrinsic merit of each of these three modes of valuation, 
before discussing their practical application. In order to render the payment of one-twelfth 
of the entire value of the property held under the tenure, ajust one as regards the Censitaire, 
,it would require that the annual revenue produced by the lods et ventes should be,the 
interest of the capital st) formed of the twelfth part of the total value of the lands, and 
that the entire property with its whole value should change hands every seventeen years. 
This latter condition is evidently impossible, and its assertion appears simply absurd 
,to anyone who has paid the very least attention to public economy, and becomes still more 
so to an observer endow!Jl~with ordinary intelliO'ence who castin'" his eyes around him 
re:fle.cts on the changes -~ich take place in pr:pert;. S~ch a s;stem of change-- w~re i~ 
.tlosslble, would be more dangerous to society than war, fire or pestilence. On this subject 
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I would refer to tables Nos. 7, 8 and 9, and to the calculations which follow them; to 
make this seheme evident, and more plain, let us reduce it to figures. The whole extent 
of concelled lands is 6,523,101 arpents; the 16west average value that can be affixed to 
the property is £2 lOs. an nrpent making the·entire value amount to £16,307,752, the 
twelfth of which is £1,358,979, and this sum, following the plan in question, would be the 
Capital represented by the lads et ('cilles. Upon this principle a Seigniory nine leagues 
in superficies, would be worth on account of the lads et ventes alone, th(> sum in round 
numuer~ of £ 13,300, which is very nearly the real total value of the greater number of 
the Seigniories orthat extent, including cens e.t rentes, lads et t'entes, private domains 
and l\!ills. 

The seconr1 plan proposed for e.,taulisbing the amount of the rights of lods (·t uentes into 
a principal l"(·deemaule in a proportionate scale, must be allowed to be correct in the abstract, on 
condition however, tlwt it 1,~ hlSCU, as to its amount, on the real value of such capital. 
This plan, first proposed by the Honorable J udge l~ci,l in 18-1;], and sub"~f[ uently by the 
Honorable ),~r. Dadgl<:y in 18S1 is foun<l,~,l on the principle, th'lt real estate changes hands 
at average pcriods of time, varying according to the value of the properties, in other worus, 
that, of a small property or estate ofsmnll nIue, adds more to the casual re\'('llUES deriverl 
fl'om the lads cl Hides, than property of great value. J lldc:" Rcid proposed in contradic
t ion of this fuct but in accordance with the general principle of pro~l'e,si\'e taxation, a pro
grei'sive scale increasing with the value of the property, and l\It-. Badgll'J a decreasing 
s'cule based on the fact above set out. The limits of the apportionment in Mr. Reid's scheme 
varied between the tenth and the sixteenth of the real value of the property, and in Mr. 
Badgley's between the eighth and tenth. Whatever merit this mocle may possess, without 
reference to the fixed sums, as a matter of calculation and valuation, it is too difficult of 
applic:ltion, to be ever generally put into practica in a new country, and by a people accus
tomed to voluntary contribution and to an equal division of labor without regard to the 
wealth of inuividuals or the extent of their obligation; a doml~,;tic anu rural life yet forms 
too preYailing a feature in our national characteristics, to aumit of the suduen introducing 
of the application of the great theorem3 of modern public economy in the settlement of such 
a question. 

To establish the fixed {'eal annual value of the prod'Jct of the lods et vcntes, is then the 
only plan which remains. Everyone now seems to hold the same views as to the adoption of 
this pr.nciple; opinions differ only as to the means by which the knowle,lge of this value is 
to be arrived at. Som'! propose to take rigorous proceedings, similar to those which would be 
taken in a lawsuit before a Comt of Justice, and in the supposition that the object is in
determinate; others conceive that it would be more advisable to settle the 0 uestion bv com
promise, and to appoint the Legislature of the Country as amiable comp~siteur an"d arbi. 
tI'ator between the parties. 

Before proceeding with the examination of these two opinions, I would remark, that 
the opposition made to the settlement of the question by the Legislative authorities without 
the direct intervention of the parties, is due to a very small number of Seigniors, and th9.t 
such an opposition is not calculated to create astonishment. Humanity has never made one 
step in the way of progress, without being embarrassed by the opposition of privilege or 
prejudice; and such opposition does not always spring from real damage to pri
vate interests, but more generally from the fear produced by ignorance or idleness, the re
Bult of inaction. In the present instance, there are Seigniors who will oppose 
every attempt at settlement, and yet, in a pecuniary point of view, have everything to gain 
by any change whatsoever. 

The rigorous proceeding to which I have before referred, requires on the part of the 
Seignior, proof of the extent of his rights; on the part of the censitaire, cODsideration of 
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the evidence and in case of difference of opinion, testimony in relJUttal ; it require~, on the 
part of the authorities the hearing of the parties andjudgment on the merits, the judgment 
to include and establish the relative extents of their respective obligations. 

The only w-ay, according to this system, of establishing the amount of the revenue of 
the lods et ventes, and of determining it so that it should form the basis of a just average, is 
to compel the Seignior according to his obligations to make up his rent-roll, und to render 
the aVe1t et dblOmbrement for a period, let us say with the Convention at .i\lontreal, of 
ten years. This aveu et denombremem is nothing more than an abstract 01' exact com

pilation of the Seignior's books. 
It is not to be wondered at that the Seigniors object to this aveu et (liJnombremellt, for 

it is evident that in each of the illhabited Scigniories, it involve, an avera~e expense of more 
than a hundred pound", as will be admitted by every business man, when he considers 
that to draw IIp the denombrement in all its details, it is nece~sary to bring up most min
ute�y books with four or five hundred entries, kept for a period of ten years; this w{>uld be 
imposing a tax IIpon the Seigniors collectively, of about £20,000, and entail upon feudal 
proprietors who have not objt>cted to nor opposed a settlement, the payment of the costs 
arising from the factious opposition of a smilll minority of the body. Desitlcs the pecuniary 
expen,liture this dino'l11brfl'ltt€lIt would entail upon the S2ignior, considerable time would 
be wasted in the settlement of the question. 

Let us however suppose the ~eignior to have furnished the statement required, it 
cannot be admitted as proof without giving the censitaire leaye to investigate its cor
~ectness and to contest it, if need be. That being done, there is yet more to be said; 
the proofs must Le submitted to competent authority which shall decide as to their respective 
weight, and €itaLli:,h the value of the property so as to apportion upon each 
estate the value of the dues thus settled. If, profiting by the experience acquired 
by this mode of settlement hy arbitrators and Commissioners, we consider the 
enormous expense, the endless delay, the continual warring of interests which it creates, 
maintains and perpetuates, we can arrive at but one conclusion, which is to declare such a 
system utterly impossible. 

Nothing remains then but to adopt the system of compromise, and let us commence by as
serting that a measure of such importance should be honestly discussed, and th:lt in its dis
cussion we should not bring up the fine drawn argument of an advocate thrown upon his last 
resource8. There is nothing new in the question, there is no mystery in it, its extent is not so 
vast that we lose ourselves in endeavouring to explore it, and we are in possession of suffi
cient information to enable us to establish a priori, a mean or maximum of the value of the 
re\'enues of the Seigniories. It is a fact, that the farther we advance in the study of the 
question, its difficulties vanish, and we begin to perceive that by simplifyiug and general
izing, we arrive little by little and without any effort, at a result which it was impossible to 
foresee, and difficult even to aim at when beginning our researches. The form of com
promise being the one I adopt as the means of settling casual rights, I shall return to the 
subject. I now proceed to examine the plans proposed to effect the redemption. 

I can only see two means; that projected in the scheme of the Montreal Convention, 
and that of which Mr. Archambault's plan is the model. 

Before proceeding to investigate the details of the plan of Commutation submitted by 
the 1\1ontreal Convention, I deem it but justice to myself to state the fact, that the results of 
the memorable labors of this Convention, as to the principal point, are in perfect accordance 
witb the basis of the proposition I have invariably laid down, namely: .. That it is reason
able, aud just to say, that the interest upon the Seigniorial capital being paid by the 
censitaires for five and twenty years, the payment of the redemption annuity ought to be 
made by society (represented by Government) for whose benefit commutation has taken 
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place; on the principle that the erection of a capital out of the casual dues of lods et 

ventes, renders obligatory on the part of the censitaire, the payment of a eharge which at 
the pre,ent time i~ only optional. 

To carry out the redemption, the scheme nnder our notice proposes the issuing of 
Provincial Debentures. A financial tl'Unsaction of thi, nature cannot be deemed inexpedient, 
when a new engagement io being entered into, some negotiation being again set on foot, or 
when bankin:: ins.itutions are being tronteel witl!, that are in a poi-ition to jutl;;c of the value 
of the property offered to them; but it is inadmi'''lble when the object is to settle with a 
l:lIlltitude of inc1ivitluab for clear and established rights, their olVn property; because these 
d,~bentures are, in the money ma,j,yt, nothing but a species of property which most 
generally loses its nominal value, which hflR, in a worti, no fixed value. In the present 
case you cannot comppi the Seigniors to accept these debentures, without guaranteeing 
to them, that in the event of ne2-"otiation they will always be able to obtain their 
full value for them. Now I would ask, what ebe wouhl be the effect of such a guarantee, 
but to subject the Country to fraud and sto(;k juubing, anll force upon us on a slllall scale, 
a period similar to that which in England preceLled the dethronement in puulic opinion of 
::\11'. Hudson the Railway King, atlll which event caused a writer in the Illustrated 
London News to rem'tr\;:: "J1/I'. IIudson is neither better nor worse than the mOI'alit!! of 
181;3," There is moreover another reason against the adoption of this system, the 
same reason for which the Legislature of last Se:5sion rejected the application of the 
North Shore Railway Company, for the Provincial guarantee, namely, that our pre,ent 
oblig:ltions to the creditors of the Pruli'lce, bind us t·j enter into no further uonds of this 
description, and uncler the circumstances, it wouhl be impossible to obtain thi" demand 
from Guvernment 01' from the L~gislature, were it in itself reasOlwble. The L .. dolnture 
mi"ht indeed enn-nne to set al1art annually from the Consolid,lted Rcvenut! FU~ll which 

<:> 0 0 

now amounts to It million, It certain sum out of what remains, uCtcr payment of the general 
€'xpcn3~" the interest upon our debt and the anllual payment to the sinking fund, but it 
Cllnnot for the present contract obligations of another nature. To this al'gument it may 
be replied, that the credit of the Provin~e could not be involvell by making these de
bentures merely l\Iunicipal Debentures, but in this juncture, a full below pal' in their 
value might forthwith be anticipate'\. 

The issue of debentures would have the further effect of compelling the inhabitants 
of the Country, to pay the enormous expenses of the valuations and a:;sessments, allil would 
oblige them to pay the cost of a collection, to which the Seignior is subject alike with e\'ery 
other proprietor, and more so indeed, inasmuch as the admini"tr~tion ha:; been 
entrusted to him, by the spirit even of the tenure under which he holds. It is well known, 
however, that the collection made for the public revenue, is more expensi\'e than that made 
by individuals; the same objections th:n I have urged against the system of al'bitmtors and 
commissions, all apply to this mOlle of collection, which is on no account essential. FOl' 

this reason it ,va;:, that the minority in the Convention at l\Iontreal voted against the scheme 
adopted by the majority, and which determined .Mr. Archambault to publish his plan, 
which permits the Seignior to collect directly as he now does, the annual amoullt of' the 
dues. Let us suppose the collection malie by the Municipalities, as proposed by the Mon
treal Convention, including losses, to cost twenty per cent; it is evident that the price 
of commutation being in round numbers £900,000, the censitnires will pay the S~igniorB 
£900,000 if the payment be made directly, otherwise, the same censitaires would be obliged 
to pay £i,080,000 by the system proposeli by the~lontreal Convention. 

As regards the period of commutation, no great difference of opinion appears to exist. 
The period of 25 years has been generally fixed upon, as calculated to llleet all opposing 
interests; a shorter period would put the censitaire and the Government to i:Jconvenience, 
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and a greater length of time would tend to make the commutation instalment too insigni·' 
licant a fraction of the capital fur the Seignior. 

I have examined with attention the numerous plans of settlement of the Seigniorilll ques·. 
tion, including those which h'I\'e been drawn np with!\ "i~w to a declarutory law, and those 
which han; reference to immedi,lte commutation. All these works have s.,'rved to develope 
the question by presenting it in every aspect and under every cireumstance. Frolfl the 
study of th,'se llue~l,nents I urnw the three fullow:ng propositions: l:;t, Tiwt tl"'l'e is no 
mean, of retarding immecliate cummutution ; ~lltl, Th,lt any plan of cOJllUlutation, to 1J6 
sncceosful, must repuuiate the "yst~11l of inuivi,lualising, nud Le carric.j out Ly gon:'!'"l 
measures; 3nl, That the scheme of' effecting it Ly commissions, arbitrations antlllSSt",.'l1H:nts 
is the most expensive to all purties, the most teuious and the most prududi, e of dl'ife. 

At the point at which the anti-~eigniorial agitation has arrived, any measure \vhich 
does not provide for immediate commutation upon an equitable basis, will only serve to 
retaru the settlement of the question, and to keep the Country in a statc of ferment by 
giving to the censitaires hopes which cannot be realized, and which are often unjust in 
themselves, by inflaming the appetites of' certain r-;c:iguior;; anxious to speculate upon the 
uiffic~.lty >lnd delay. 1t)5 an aSl'lTtaiued fact, ftlr ilhtance, that t;le Bill of' last ~ession, 
which happily di,l not becC!rne law, cllntailling as it did a clause rui;ing the maximum of' 
thc rente to four sols, has ,harl'cflcd the appetite of some :-C;cigniors ,,;ho had hitherto been 
restrained within the limits·.of' the law, a!l<1 who tUlJ:~ atlvantage u!' this declaration, to 
raise the amount of rCllies in their new cuncessions, 

It i:; clear that all i,leas of per!ection in a plan of commutation should tend to the 
simplification of th~ tletails. ~\:o scheme can ever be made to embrace each indivi,lual 
case, and if l'\'ery Olle is desirous of incltllling i:l the law all tl" little exigencies of indi
viouals and localities, or to provicle f:Jr eycry isolated casc., nothing but confusion will ever 

be attained. 
That it is expdic;jt to enJeayour to di~pense with all the incidental expenses rf'arbi

trations and aS8e.,mKnb, i.3 a fact that c\'cry one will a,ill1it. The experience of every 
Country pro\'eS the truth uf this prol'u;ition. In England, when the amount of indem
nity for entering upon property in l:ailway matters, had to be Lletermined, the Companies, by 
the advice of the most eminent hn,;iness men, consented to all kinds of sacrifices 
rather thau have recourse tu arbitration, and in Canaua, whenever the Government or 
Ilailway Companies have had recourSe! to arbitration, the result has exemplified the truth of 
the o:,l French adage, and" that the worst possible settlement is better than the best law

suit." 
In the consideration of this question it is important not to lose sight of one thing, I 

refer to thc effect that commntation would have on the privilege3 of third parties; all the 
hypothecary creditors of' the eeusitaires have an undoubted right to exact, that no radical 
ch'll1",e shall take place in the position which the law guarantees to them, as regards their 
debtors, fur it is evident that if the property were charged with the payment of' a privilegeu 
capital in lieu and stead of an annual rent immutable in its nature, the present securities 
of a great number of creditors would Le destroyed; and it must not be forgotten that in 
the organization of society the laws which govern capital are not in perfect ~accordance 
with the natural laws of labour, and that in agricultural labours especially, a person might pay 
a rent of six pounds evcry year of hi's life, and yet, perhaps could never manage to pay 
the capital sum of' one h~lIldred pounds, which represents this sum at our rate of' intercst. 
Upon this principle and in accordance with what I have already laid down with reference 
to furming a capital of the lods et ventes, and the fact that pnblic interest is the object of 
commutation, I maintain that the State shonld interfere, and in strict justice contri
bute something at all events to the commutation money. 

I proceed to give the following plan of commutation in the form of a Bill, which will be 
ollowed by explanatory observations. 



PLAN 
OF AN 

ACT OF COMMUTATION 
OJ'THE 

SEIGNIORIAL RIGHTS. 

VII. 

PREAMBLE. 

1. Whereas the Seigniorial Tenure was only introduced into Canada in order to 
facilitate the settlement of the Country, and whereas the continuance of this sJstem 
of settlement has ceased to be necessary, and to advance the interests of the people 
of this Province, it has become necessary for the public advantage, to provide for 
the complete abolition of the Seigniorial Tenure; be it therefore enacted as follows: 

EXPROPRIATION. 

II. That immediately after the passing of this law, the feudal and Seigniorial 
Tenure shall be abolished, with all the honorific and lucrative rights or due3 created 
by them, by, in favor of or against any class of inhabitants of this Province, or in 
favor of the Crown represented by the Government of Canada, and all lands subject 
to the censive shall come under the action of the tenure in freehold. 

III. That all edicts, decrees, ordinances, acts, customs, agreements and stipu
lations, relative to the tenure in fief and Seigniory, shall, from the date of the passing 
of this Act, cease to have any force and effect in this Province, and they are hereby 
abrogated and repealed. 

IV. That proprietors in censive are hereby relieved for the future, from the pay
ment of any obligations to the dominant proprietors, and all unconceded land!! 
throughout the extent of the fiefs and Seigniories, shall hencforth be re-united to 
the domain of the Crown. 

INDEMNIFICATION. 

V. That the expropriation decreed as aforesaid, for the purposes above stated, 
. shall be effected, as regards conceded lands, upon the following conditions of indem
nification in favor of the proprietors of fiefs and Seigniories so expropriated: 

1st. That they shall receive from each of the grantees (concessionnaircs), within 
their cenrives at the time of the passing of this Act, the same annual sum that they 
received heretofore, for cens et rentes until it shall reach a maximum rate of two sols 
currency per superficial arpent; the only dues not stipulated in kind, convertible into 
money, being wheat, to be estimated at 5s. per minot, and capons, to be estimated 
at ten pence each. 

2nd. That there shall be paid annually by each such concessionnaire, an additional 
sum ot two sols per arpent in superficies, as and for interest on the capital represented 
by the lods et ventes: which dues, at a general maximum average of four sols per arpent, 
shall be paid to them for the period of twenty-five consecutive years, and shall 
cease to be due at the expiration of that period. 
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Brd. That they shall be entitled to receive from the Government of this Province, 
:fi)r the period of twenty-five years, an annual sum of two SOilS (one penny) per 
arpent in superficies conceded in censive, and subject to the dues above referred ~o, 
as and for a sinking fund annuity for the Seigniorial Capital and a general m
demnification. 

4th. That the proprietors of arriere fi1s. the Crown excepted, shall annually re
ceive as dominants from the proprietors holding of them, a sum equal to the OI~e-fifth 
part of two sols per arpent in superficies, within the limits of such fiefs, the sald sum 
to be paid for the period of twenty-five years only. 

VI. That the proprietors of fiefs and Seigniories shall receive from Govern
ment, as and on account of expropriation from their wild and ullconcedecllands, 
the sums hereinafter designated upon the following scale, that is to say, 5 sols 
currency per superficial arpent, for unconcecled lands situate in the Seigniorie:! 
three-fourths whereof are conceded; 4 sols per superficial arpent of unconceded 
lands, situate in Seigniories one-half whereof, at least, is conceded; 3 sols for every 
superficial arpent of unconceded lands situate in Seigniories, one-fourth where
of, at lea8t, is conceded; 2 sols for every superficial arpent of unconccded lands 
situate in all the other Seigniories, with the exception of the Seigniories of the 
Island of Anticosti and of Mingan or Terra-Firma; all of which sums shall be 
paid to them annually for a period of ten years from the passing of this Aet, at 
the expiration of which period, the payment so to be made, shall be perfected; 
and that the Proprietors of the Seigniories of Anticosti and Terra-Ferma shall an
nually receive from the Government, the snm of four pounds currency for every 
lea~ue of land in superficies situate in the said Scigniories, and this payment also 
shall continue for a period of ten years. 

VII. That all the proprietors of fiefs and Seigniories, entitled to and in pos
session of the same, at the time of the pa8sing of this Act, shall reserve as their 
own exclusive property, the Domain by them possessed, occupicd and improved, 
in good faith, and the mills by them erected, '.yith the water-powers working the 
same. 

:VI!I. That the Seigni.or;:: or dominant proprietors of property, sit.uate within 
the hmlts of Towns and Incorporated Villages, shall annually receive from the 
Corporations of such Towns and Villages, during a period of twenty-five years a 
sum e<Jual to the revenue arising to them from such dependence or censive, to be 
computed at th.e average amount of ten years, and also one and two-thirds per 
cent. of the. cap~tal represented by such average revenue, being the annuity desti
ned to extmgUlsh the said capital within the aforementioned period of !..wenty
five years. 

EXECUTION. 

x. That withi~ the six months immediately after this Act shall receive the Royal 
assen.t, every propfl.etor in censive of property situate without the limits of Towns 
and meorporated vt!l~ges\ shall be bound to furnish to the feudal proprietor, of 
whom he holds, by dehvermg to him or to his arrent at the domicile to be elected 
by such Seignior within the limits of the said l~te 'censive an instrument in the 
for.m ~f Sche~llle A. hereunto annexed. And every propriet~r of an arriere fief whose 
Selgmor dommant IS other than the Crown shall furnish to the said Sei<Tnior domi-. . h 1" 0 
Dant an mstrument m t e lorm of Sehedule B. The said instruments shall consti·· 
tute an hypothecary debt bearing privilege of bailleur de fonds prior to any other 
~ypot~ec grante~ even before the passing of this Act, the transfer of the property 
hberatmg t~e b~~lleur from all personal liability; and the holder of the said bonds 
so grant:d III hiS .favor shall be bound to deposit the same in the Registry office of 
th~ lo~ahty there~n referred to, and the Registrar of such office shall enregister the 
said mstrument m a separate book, to be called the "Commutation Register," in 
the ~sual ~anner and form to serve for all purposes, and shall endorse thereon a 
certdicate In the form of Schedule C hereunto annexed, and such Registrar shall be 



entitled to demand from the Receiver-General of the Province, who is hereby autho
rized to pay the same, the sum of one shilling and three pence currency for every 
such enregistration, including the certificate thereof. 

X. The Receiver-General of the Province, shall be bound to pay annually to the 
late proprietors of Seigniol'ies, as provided by the fifth and sixth sections, 
ls~. '1'he snm of two sols per arpent in superficicf, of the lands described in the in
strnmcnts granted in the form of Schedule A, upon production of the said instruments 
bearing upon them a certificate of enregistration. 2nd. The respective sums fixed 
by the scale contained in the sixth section, for each arren:tofunconceded land, upon 
proof made to the Receiver General of the number of unconceded arpents and their 
situation, and in case of refusal by the Receiver General to receive such proof, then 
upon proof thereof made to the satisfaction of two J udrres of the Superior Court, and 
certificates thereof by such Judges. 0 

XI. That the corporation of any town 0;' incorporated village shall assess and 
levy, in accordance with the assessment Roll, on all property under their jurisdiction 
and held in ccltsiue at the tim·2 of the p:lssing of this Act, the sum to be fixed 
by virtue of section VIII, upon proof made to the said corporation or before two 
Jadgcs of the Superior Court, and such sum shall be paid annually by the cor
porations aforesaid, to the proprietors of Seigniories entitled thereto, by virtue of the 
section before cited. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

XII. 1st. Hypothecary creditors under hypothecs bearing date prior to the 
passing of this Act may be substituted exactly as in analogous cases under the 
ordinary laws which shall apply also, in' all matters connected with this Act to 
sUJstitutions and to all the rights of minors, interdicted persons, amI womcn subject 
to marital authority. 

2nd. In case of sale (decret) it shall not be necessary to enter oppositions, for the 
preservation of the privileges granted ander this Act, derogating in this respect 
from the common laws, and in case such opposition shall bc made, the costs 
thereof shall be borne by the opposant. 

3nl. l'Mties hl)lJinJ III mJrtmain, tutors, curators, substitlles, administrators, 
and all corporate bodies, shall by virtue of this Act, exercise all rights which may 
be eX2rcised by any individual; and corporate bodies holding Seigniorial property 
in mortmain shall be empowered to invest, as they may deem expedient, even in 
real estate, the sums produced by commutation. 

4th. The rent created by virtue of this Act in favor of the heretofore proprie
tors of Seigniories may be extinguished by arrangpment between the parties, 
and any arrangement between the creditor and debtor created under this Act, 
for a partial or complete redemption, shall be valid, provided it be made in con
formity with the provisions of this Act. 

5th. Sums due by virtue of this Act shall be prescribed at the expiration of 
twelve months from their becoming due, and shall not bear interest, and the en
tire commutation debt shall he prescribed and extinguished at the expiration of 
the twenty-sixth year after the passing of this Act; but such prescription shall 
only be pleaded by the person who shall have conformed to the provisions of 
this Act, aud by the tiers detenteul'S who shall have notified the creditor of the ac-
quiring by them of the property charged. . 

6th. The transformation bv virtue of this Act of any real debt, 1\1to a perso
nal debt, by means of promissory notes, shall be a legal transaction, and the same 
shall be recoverable at all times. 

7th. The GoverlllYJent or the Town and Village Corporations may, being inte
rested parties, appear before Courts of Justice, to combat all ev.idence offered by 
virtue of the tenth and eleventh sections, and they shall be notified of the day 
upon which such evidence is to be offered nnder pain of the proceedings being 
declared null. . 



.28 

8th. Monies payable by Government under this Act may be stopped anrl 
seized in the hands of the Receiver General, by virtue of orders and Judgments 
of Courts of J ustiee. 

9th. Any fraud against the provisions of this Act, and any attempt to exceed 
the amount of the obligations arising out of this Act shall be punished by 
the forfeiture, to the profit of the victim thereof, of all the money due by the party 
80 defrauded. 

10th. All concessions made before the passing of this Act, of Lands within 
the limits of Seigniories exceeding three hundred acres in superficies, upon 
which no bond fide clearing has been made before the three months imme
diately preceding the sanctioning of this Act, are hereby declared to be made 
in contravention of the laws regulating the feudal tenure in this Province, and are 
null pleno jure, and such lands sh::tll by virtue of this Act be rcunited to the 
Public Domain. . 

11th. All Courts of J llstice within the extent and limits of their Jurisdiction, 
shall summarily hcar and determinc all matters contained in this Act, in the ordi
nary and most extended manner and as they are empowered to decide all other 
matters,and to fix the costs thereof. 

12th. This Act shall be interpreted in its broadest. sense, and all questions inci
dental thereto, shall be determineu in accoruance with the ordinary principles of 
law in analagous cases. 

SCHEDULE A. 

I, A. B., the present occupier of a land (or prnperty,) situate in the 
range of the concessions of the Parish (or locality) of bounded (succinct 
description of land,) containing arpents in superficies, do acknowledO'e 
myself to be indebted to C. D. at the domicile to be elected by him in t~e 
Parishes (or locality) aforesaid, i? the sum of shillin~s currency per annum, 
to date from the day of the passmg of the Act of CommutatIOn and so to continue 
by virtue of the said Act for twenty-five consecutive years. ' 

Place Date 
Signature. 

(or mark in the presence of two witnesses.) 

SCHEDULE B. 

I, A. B., the present holJer of deposits funded as commutation mon f h 
., Ii'/!' Cd") ey 0 t e arnerc eJ sl~lla~e escr.lptlOn acknowledge to be indebted to C. D. 

heretofore Selgmor Dommant of the said fief in the sum of 
b · I fif h f h' currency per annum, emg t Ie one t part 0 t e commutation sin kinO' fund for the said fief. 

and to be so indehted for the space of twenty-five years. 0 , 

Place date 
Signature. 

SCHEDULE C. 

Filed and enregistc,red. 
Place date A.)Ll.ltegilitrar. 



VIII. 

It is evident at first .~i2ht that the p!a1l I h"yc just rroro~ed offers in its practical 
results t::: three follc"'l":';: ~tlv:m·-::.c"s: T\'~~ it docs ali'''.)' with all ~:i~:ds of inci
dental c;;;;:"ses, :::1:} [;1:"1 L-c cr.;·;'ied o"t ".-iILcl:! its ly,:n.,. n"':'~:'S:1:'V to <,dd one 
single pa!J!ic fG'lc,;":::::':"· to t:1C;'? we now h::ve. In E::'t~ ('(':-;]':'l-t;,inn would 
be c:M"cct~d fJ:·i.l:~.·:::.:l, y,< .. licut c1',;:t, y:ithatlt cGri1~oti~H1, a:l:l '."::~h()~~t rC'r-·t~iring 
any {'"tt('n~:c:1. r~'b~~t =:- l~'~l:1.!"::-.!1tec:J::'.. (~2~1"22 of c\:'rt~~~n~y h·,):-.1 the' ::-::c!, tlH~t each 
one willl:n0',7 Wk1L h~ ',-.-:n l;.~.''-:' te> ::i-:c, ,\,;~l·'t he ,,;ill :-c~civ(', <';](\ the tim~ when 
and the w~_y in which t1:2 ,'::lGlc \Yill t[lke place. It will sc:u;-c til? interests of 
third. pal,tico, tL" cj'c(;itors of ~2ignior3 and CensitaiJ'ps and ('<'nee no i:Jterruption in 
the hYF:)~'!:~'l:'-/ "y~tcrn of the COl1'lt1"(, a consideration of th8 fTcatest imnortanee. 

'l'hc first 'of'these advantat;es cannot be over estimat~d, inasmu~h as it 
permits the application to the reu8mption, for tlle benefit of society, of a part of 
the c:l;trgcs with which it is over burthened, of the monies which 
would othenvise be em::lcyed uselessly in the collection of information, which 
we alreac:y 2,mply posses;;, and in unprofitable disputes. Future inV<:'stigations 
would give us further information than we already possess from the resear
ches heretofore already made, and thc exprnsp. would excced the sum required 
for carrying out the scheme I propose. '.i'ake for rxample the invpstigatioll ;nto 
the 108"es of 1837 and 1838; this enquiry, by whieh it was proposed to ascertain 
and apportion on a fixed sum the claims of a few hundred persons, lasted nearly 
two years, cost £ 13,000, and caused discontent to everyone, including even the 
Commissioners. From this, it is easy to perceive what ,vollld be the cost and result 
of a commission, which will have to investigate the old and new title" of 71,000 
families of Censitairt:Ol, examine for ten years back the books of 160 Seigniors, 
decide and estimate the value, and apportion the rents and dues of tracts of land 
extending over an area of more than 6,000,000 arppnts of inhabited Country. "it 
will be a stupendous, curious and expellsive task" lSaid with reason the Honorable 
Mr. Laterriere. I no w procped to a detailed examination of the "arious provi
sions of my i;!cheme for commutation. 

I have avoided inserting in the Preamble any word which might give 
umbrage to the class of Seigniors, a certain number of whom only have ceased 
to conform to the laws. I have nothing to remark as to the clauses ordaining ex
propriation; the abolition of the tenure would be complete and instantaneolJs. 

The fifth clause, relating to indemnification, is dividpd into fom paragraphs, 
each of which I shall examine separately. 1st, I believe I have demonstrated 
that no Seignior is entitled by law to dpmand more than two sols pel' superficial 
arpent for annual rent, and that in all the Seigniories at Ihe date of the promu 19a
lion of the Edict ofl711, which establishes the customary rate, and ofthe ordinances 
which enforcfl it, the rente and cen.~ united did not amount to two !loIs. It is also 
now established, that in all the Crown Seigniories, in all the Scigniories in the 
possession of religious Communities, in almost all the Seigniories in the Di~tricts 
of Quebec and Kamouraska, in a great number of the Seigniories in !he ?istricts 
of Montreal and Three Rivers, the scale of the rentfs at the present tllne IS below 
two sols. lcould never comprehend how, on reasonable and conscientious grounds 
the conclusion could be come to, that an increase in the maximum rate of cena 
et rentes'exceeding two sols, is not a violatio.n of public law, and of the rights of 



individuals. To raise the cens et ,'entps above two sols by an act of public 
authority, is to say, in the name of the law, to the Seig~io:s who have con
formed to it and these happily form the immense majonty, " You are very 
fo01i~h to ha~e so quietly believed in the rhapsodies of your tit.les and .the 
Edicts arrets and ordinances which govern them; the correct doetnne, the Just 

, ~ h d . dd . " method is to encroach and grind down, and to encroae an grm own agam. 
I l;ave fixed the cOllversion of the capons and wheat into monpy val uP, at 

five shillings fo~' the wheat and ten pence for the capons; thi~.is a concession in. 
favor of the Seignior, the total alllount of whose cens et rentes lS below the max
imum rate. The second paragraph c:<tablishes in an e~;act mnnner that the lods 
et centes shall be represented by a proportionate add itional rent equally apportioned 
ovel' each superficial arpent of land conceded. This system pos~cs.e~, llndo~lbted 
superiority, and was recommended in IS,13, by several person;;, and publJC at
tention wa~ directed to it by the Commi,'sioners for the Seigniorial En(;lliry. Mr, 
Daniel Arnoldi thus wrote at this datC', " I concci ve the measure would I::e far 
" better and sooner accomplishcu by a comrnen-nrate rente than by any other. 
"In a business of thi", nature arbitration would be ~Il,.ceptible of great abuseR, 
"&c." This was abo the opillion expressed Ly ~I('"sieurs Lacoste and Le
mieux, in the House of AssemLly in 18;)3, 

I have now to show that the quantum I have fixp.d, is an equitable 
average for the Seignior, and that the uniformity I establish in the payment of 
the rente, is just as ft·gunls the ma~~ of cellsituires. 

I show by the annexed table, number 7, anu the remarks which follow, that 
in the thirteen Seigniorics therein mentioned, by the returns given in by the Sei
niOTs themselves, the average revenue arising from the lads et'verltes, ealculated 
upon the number of arpents conceded, is rather under two sols an arrent. By 
table No.8, I have shewn that in the five Seigniories therein mentioned, the 
average amounts to less than 1 ~ "ols pCI' arpent. From th'e information furnish
ed by ;\Ir. Archambault, it appc':lrs that in the Seigniory of l'Assomption the 
amount is Hiluer 15 sols per arpent. The Comlllis~ionprs of 1843 a"ct'~lained 
that, in the Seigniory of Lauzon, the annllal value of the ["ds et venles, 
,. would only add about one or two sols per (IJ"j'Cllt to the amount ('j the fens et 
" Tentes." 1\11'. Lacoste, a gentlemen of great experience as an agent for Seignior
ies, and whose information has refprence to several Seip:niories uot included in the 
above mentioned tableB, estimates the value of the capital,of the lads et vmtes in 
1853 at one-thirtY-Bixth part of the value of the land::; en censive; :;:0 that estimat
ing the value of the conceded lands both in ,yood and under cultivation 
at an average of .£2 lOs. per arpent, this calculation would ;ive an average 
of 33! sol;: per arpent of capital, or two sols of annual proportionate rent. Table 
No. 9 confirms this proposition, that two sols per arpent is the maximum value 
of the [ods et ventes. The fO;'egoing is sufficient to convince all reasonable men, 
anu if each of those who seek an upright settlement of the question, would apply 
these ealc111ations to his own locality, there would not be a single individual re
maining in the whole extent of the Seigniories, who would not admit the 
fact, that two sols of annual rent per superficial arpent is an adequate 
inclemnifi~ation, in place and stead of the lads et ventes. With respect to 
the ccnsitail'e, it may be remarked, that an equal apportionment without regard 
to the value of the lands would not be just, I assert that it is perfectly so 
in its application, for it is a fact universally admitted, that it is property 
of the least value that contributes almost the whole amount of the ca
sual profit;, of lads et ventes, and that for one valuable property which is sold, 
twenty half-cleared tracts are ~old ; it is then true to say, that in a period of twen
ty-five years, the small proprietor in censive, will pay more lads et ventes than 
the rich proprietor, and that by an equal apportionment th§ poor man would in 
f~ct he benefited: Besides! 'yhat would be gained by incurring the costs of valua
tIOns and apportIOnments, If It be not to make one class pay more than another. 
I am convmced that strictly iipea)dng, this system is the most just and the 
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least expensive. This was the opinion of Mr. Boutillier of St. Hyacinthe who 
s~id. in 1.843:. "Upon examination of t~e Rent Rolls of a nU!llber of the 'Seig
mones In dIfferent parts of the ProvHlce, the annual Selgniorial revenue 
might, I apprehend, be promptly and without difficulty a~certained." This mode 
has moreover the merit of removing a great inconvenience which, in the case of' 
c.erlain S~igniors :vould be. almost the same as a spoliation without compensa
tIOn, an lOconvel1lence wlllch has been represented by Mr. Peter Burnet, in the 
memorial addressed by him to Sir John Packington; Mr. Burnet shows that the 
average of ten years which ~atisfactorjly represents tbe value of tbe lods et venies 
i~ tl:e very large Seigniories or in a certain number of Seigniories, in all the Seig
n.JOnes taken together, does not always represent tbe average of a Seigniory 
Sltuated under peculiar circumstances. The case of a Seigniory in the District 
of Three Rivers, was brought under my noticc, which only contains old lands of 
great value. This Seigniory, I am told, produced £ 1000 of lods ef velltes in one 
year, and has not produced any at all for the last fourteen veal'S, so that this pro
perty which gives an average of £66 of lods et Vf'II/CS per annum for a period of 
fifteen ycar~, gives nothing at all for a period of fourteen years. 

The third paragraph is the key to the financial part of the proposed plan, 
I have adopted the system of extinguishing annuities which is universally ad
mitted in public undertakings, fl banking transactions, and other financial opera
tions. According to this principle an annuity of one and two thirds pcr c('nt of 
the capital added to the interest at the rate of six per cent annually, p)(tinglli:;hes 
this capital in a period of twenty-fi ve years. In other words, a capital loaned on 
a sinking fund on condition of recei\'ing 7J per cent for five and twenty years, 
is as well invested as though it had been loaned at six per cent, repay
able at any period wha.tsoever. Of the part of tbe indemnification proposed to be 
paid by Government I appropriate the proportion of 34 per cent, and set it apart 
to smooth down the asperities of the sy~tem of generalization and to justify the 
exercise of the bigh handed authority which in every case of expropriation is neces
sary; this proportion forming an unimportant fraction of more than two thirds of 
a sol per superficial arpent of rent added to the four SOliS of the censitaire, is the 
interest on the capital granted to the Seignior and which is extinguished by 
the annuity, leaving rat.her less than one sol and one third per arpent of annual 
rent, remaining from the Government grant. 

The following is the result of all these calculations applied to each saperfi
cialleague of Seigniory : 

Maximum amount of consolidated capital. •••••••.••••. 
Annual interest on this capital •••••••••.•••.•••••••••• 
Extinction Annuity •••••••••••.••••••••.•••••••••••• 

£ 
1150 

69 
19 

s. d. 
8 4 
o 6 
3 6 

There exists in favor of the Seignior a fraction of a sou; the capital is com
puted as follows ~ 

Capital due by censitaires •••••••••• ••••••••••••• • •••• 
Capital derived from Government ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Interest paid by censitaires ••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• •• 
Interest paid by Government. ................................... • 

£ s. d. 
980 0 0 
170 0 9 
58 16 0 
10 4 6 

So that the proprietor of a Seigniory, let us suppose of two leagues i? front 
by three in depth, would annually receIve for twenty-five years the (maxImum) 
sum of £352 from the censiiaire, and a further sum of £ 176 from the Government, 
and would retain as his own p;operty for ever his mills and domains: which 
would in amount be equivalent to payment in cash of .£12,000 as the valu~ of 
such Seigniory under ordinary circumstan('e~, abandonm/? m.oreove~ the drott de 
quz'nt in favor of the Seignior. .It is cerlam that no Selgmory eXIsts .. the rela
tlve value of which exceeds thlS sum, unless the excess b~ denved from 



manor-houses, domains or mills of more than ordinary value, a consideration 
giving rise to no difficulty, under the provisions of my scheme. 

The system of annuities and instalments has been objected to, on the prin
ciple that economy not being a characteristic of a great number of the. S~igniors, 
this mode of redemption would in many cases hr.vc the effect ofpernllttlllg them 
., to spend both principle and interest." In reply to this Mr. Cartier said, ,. if 
the 3eigniors :1re not wi:;:e enough to matl:l:j~ th::-i;' own affairs, let them have 
Cuntor:;; appointed." This is evideni, for vvlJc~) 1::8 folly of pccplc if' made use of 
as an argument, the conclusion to be drawn should have some reference to the 
mad-house or to a Curator. 

The fourth.-raragraph has l'efel'ence to :>. fe,v arrieres-fiefs, of which the do
minant proprietors are not the Crown. The rights of the Seignior Dominant 
consist in the receipt of one fifth part of the price of eaoh mutation or sale; as this 
casual right only produces a revenue to the DomiE:1l1t at very remote periods 
it is evident that one fifth part of the value is fc,,' too much, as the price of com
mutation. I consider that the annual payment of one fi;th of the Government grant 
is a large indemnification, in fact it create;) in favor of the dominant a fixed an
nual rent of two pounds nille shillings currency per superficial league besides an 
annuity of £3 ISs. 8d., thus effecting in twenty-five years payment of a capital of 
£2JO. The quint has never produced to the Crown any thing approaching that 
sum considering the extent of the arrieres-fiefs. 

Clau~e VI fi}..es a scale by which the amount allowed for indemnification, 
for the reunion of unconceded lands to the domaine of the Crown should vary in 
proportion to the real value of the lands. For it is at once evident, that the Sei
gniories which have made the least progress towards settlement, are those oc
cupying the worst situations, and for the same reason those in which conces
sions are least frequent! y made; then, as the property the Seignior has in the value of 
the unconceded lands, only represents a latent capital which comes uuder the seisin 
of the dominant, as fast as it is conceded, the immediate redemption of this capital 
req1lires an amount diminishing in proportion to the diminution of the chances 
of conce:;;sion-I propose to repay this capital by annual instalments bearing no 
interest, for the simple reason, that now it is the course which the J eturn of the 
interest on such capital, follows by successive concessions from year to year. 
The maximum fixed by the proposed clause, five sols per arpent paid annuallv, 
by instalments during ten years, will form a capital of £735 per superfici1t! 
league of unconceded and uninhabited country, and the minimum a capital of 
£:294. I except from the proposed rule, the Seigniories of Anticosti and Terra 
Firma, because in reality these properties are almost valueless, and have in fact 
produced to their proprietors nothing worth mentioning. This capital paid re
gularlywithout ris]r, and without any expense attending its management is assured
ly worth more than the rights of the Seigniors in these wild lands and uncon
ceded lands, the nominal value of which, diminishes in consequence of the risk 
and difficulties attending a widely extending, long, and difficult collection. 

From the foregoing remarks it may be seen how untenable is the proposition 
contained in one of the clauses of the Bill last Session, constituting a ground rent 
(rente fonciere) of 7 sols per superficial arpent in consideration of the concession of 
wild lands in/ranc aleu; to demonstrate what cruelty to the poor farmer would 
attend the carrying out of such a provision, it will be sufficient to submit the 
following calcula~ions to the reader; from ~he information furnished by the late 
Honorable Mr. DIOnne of Kamouraska, WIth a candor and good will that does 
honor to his memory; the beautiful Seigniory of St. Roch des Aulnais contain
i~g six sq';lare le.agues in superficies was bought for £10,000, includidg a mag
nIficent Mill, whICh produces an annual revenu e of £400; this denotes a more than 
ordinary pr~gre~s in· cultivation, and the consequently increased value of pro
perty contnbutmg the casual profit of loas et ventes and includinp' also therein 
the quint. Well, according to my proposition a Seigniory of the same ex-
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tent, without Mills, clearings, or habitations, and situated under the most unfa
vorable circumstances, would cost the inhabitants the sum in round number~ of 
£10,000, the {'apital represented by the constituted rent of 7 sols (3~d.) per 
arpent. 

. CI~use VII .enacts th.at the Seig(~iors shal~ remain thQ proprietors of 
theIr private domams occupIed by them 10 good faIth, and the exclusive po:>ses
sion of their mills, without being subject to the exigencies of the laws and 
customs relating to banality. 

Clause VIII relating to fiefs occupied by Towns or incorporated Villages 
may be easily understood, and I do not believe there is any other general method 
for proceeding to commutation under~~.e circumstance!>, than by taking ad van
tag~ of the Municipal authorities, whose ()rgaflization is complete, and who have 
theIr assessment rolls and the necessary officers to carry out this mode of redemp
tion, which will not entail upon these Corporations, more difficulties than 
a simple additional taxation for any other object or purpose, whatsoever. If it 
be remarked that the government does not ren~r assistance to the Town Censi
taire, as it does to the rural Censitaire, [ would ~nswer that it is to the special ad
vantage of the former that commutat;on takes place, because Ihe due of lods et 
rentes weighs more heavily upon Town property, and upon the mercantile and 
industrial classes who are principally inhabitants of the City or Town. 

Clause IX enacts, what shall be the means employed by the Censitaire 
to guarantee to the Seignior the payment as regards himself of the annual sums 
which he shall be bound to make to him. I maintain that the Government 
ought to pay the cost:'! of enregistration of the new contracts, inasmuch as by 
enacting that expropriation shall take place, the Seignior is deprived of the gua
rantees afforded him by the Seigniorial Tenure, and they are obliged to be renewed 
in another form; this expense moreover, only amounts to £4,480, once paid. 

Let us now al:'certain what sum each, Censitaire will have to pay to his 
Seignior for five and twenty years, by virtue oimy proposed plan. Let us take 
for example a farm of 80 arpents. The lods, et ve/iles being calculated at two sols 
per s~perficial arpent, sl~ch a farm will pal ,am:lUally th.e sum of six shillings 
and eIght pence for that Item; and as the reilt wdl be paId, at the rate at present 
fixed in the contracts, up to the maximum of two sols, we shall have the total 
amount hereinafter set out, according to the circumstances of the case. 

For a land of 80 arpents not charged with rente but Charged with one 
sol of cens, . .............................................................. '" .. . 

For a land charged with half a sol of rente per arpent, .••.•.••••••• 
For a iand charged with one sol of rente, ...... :.; .......................... . 
For a land charged with one sol and a half of rente, .••• ....••....••• 
For a land charged with two sols or more, •••••••••••••.•••••••••• 

s. 

6 
8 

10 
H 
13 

d. 

8! 
4i 
O! 
8! 
4! 

Under the clause X, the Province would have to pay annually two sols, for every 
arpent of land in censive without the limits of the Crown Seigniories; now tiie 
number of arpents so situated, being 5, 941,347, it follows, that the nnnu~l sum 
for the payment of which the Government will 'be bOll.nd, will be ~24,755, l~deed 
rather less than this from- the fact that the fm1tC aleus and the private domams of 
the Seigniors are included in the sum of t~e arpents conceded. The secopd para
graph of the same clause, has reference to the payment for lands not conceded a!ld 
reunited to the public domain; it is evident that in this case the Governm~nt g?lllS 
and receives more than their value, because, by paying for the partI?l nght 
that the Seigniors have to the property, th~ State become~ the excl~sIve pro
prietor. To calculate the annual sums that WIll have to .be paid fo: a penod . of ten 
years for the redemption of unconceded lands, the followmg apprOXimate estImates 
may be set down: 



250,000 arpents at 5 sols (2!d,) ............................ £2,604 
200,000 do at 4 sols (2d.).... •••• ... •••••• •••••• .••• . . .• 1,666 
250,000 do at 3 sols (1~).......... .................... 1,562 
792,986 do at 2 sols (2d.).... .... .... ...... •••••• ..... 3,304: 
454 leagues at Anticosti and Terra Firma at £4.. ••.••••• • ••••• 1,816 

£10,9.'S2 

I have established the value of the wild lands, under the different circumstances men
tioned in my scheme, on the price obtaineu at private sales, for olu idlahited Sei
gniories commuted into free and common soccage, and these bases are so far more 
liberal fur the proprietors, inasmuch as in the commuted Seigniories, the owners 
have in virtue of their letters patent become exclusive p1'oprietors, instead of hold
ers in common as theretofore. 

The provisions containeu in the XI amI XII clauses of the Plan haruly require 
commentary, the end and means of attaining it explain themselves, and have at 
different times beE'Il the subject of discussion ill Parliament, and elsewhere. Besides 
the limits necessarily assigned to this work, oblige me to confine myself to advaueing 
propositions, leavinO' them to the intelligence of the public, and of the reader 
to develope; it wiltbe enough to say that it will not sufiice merely to peruse this 
treatise, but to form a I!=eneral estimate of it, a profound :,;tudy of its details is neces
sary. I trust that I shall be pardoned tile perhaps tedious conciseness, which I 
have been obliged to have recourse to. 

IX. 

On first consideration I had prepared a clause to provide indemnification for 
the purchaseri! of Seigniories, who, counting upon the decisions of the Courts, 
have paid for these properties a higher price than the one I have eSTablished, or who 
have accepted legacies upon onerous conditions, thereby placing themselves in 
the same position, as that of the purchasers above referred to. For notwi thstanding 
what may be said and with reason too, that these purcltas"'rs have acquired such 
property imprudently or in bad faith, or that their contracts, are de {acto aleatory 
contracts by virtue of which they have become proprietors of eontested rights at their 
own peril and risk; I am nevertheles~ of the opinion of Messrs. Sicotte, Chapais 
and many others who are of opinion that the Gov('rnme-nt should, in order to the re
moval of any pretext for complaint, pay such indemnification, if there really is a 
purchaser; but no necessity exists for such a provision in the scheme which I sub
mil, because in fact the best Seigniories are not worth in the market more than 
or even as much as the value a8signed to them, and I believe and may state 
with certainty, that there are not more than three Seigniories in the Country which 
have ever ?een sold for a larger sum per superfic;al league than that which I 
have established; these three are the ceigniories of Beauharnois, Rouville and 
Terrebonne; now the principal value of these Seigniories is not due to the annual 
re~ts and .the cas~al rights, but.to the value of the private Domains, man<?rs and 
mIlls, whIch, left 10 the possessIOn of the SeiO'niors and freed from the qumt and 
the obligations of banali~y, afford consequently to the proprietor, in the end, more 
than perfect compensatIon. In the Seigniory of Beauharnois in particular, the 
agent, Mr. Wakefield, further declared in 1843 that the purchase of that property 
had been a very bad speculation: a circumstance which- may serve to convince 
those who pretend that it is impossible for the purchaser of a Seigniory to make a 
bad bargain. 

It may not be ull t03"ether useless to make a remark, which practically re
moves many difficulties, and it is this, that the Seicrniories in which the amount of 
the rent has been increased illegally, are not th~se which always produce the 
.largest revenues, ~nd that in all cases they never produce a revenue approaching 



the nominal amount of the obligations. "The wine press can never force from the 
grape more than a certain quantity of wine !" The excess of the rents diminishes 
the value of the property; then, asthere are no sales, or if there are any they are at 
a very low price, but little casual revenue accrues from the lods ct ventes . 
but tha~ is. not th~ ouly n.or yet the: principal r~a"on of this fact; the principal 
c~use lIes III the lltfficulty Incurred III the collectIOn of the revenue, in conse
quence of the passive resistance offered by the censitaires to unjust encroach
ments, against which neither the Government or the Courts have aranted their 
protection; it will be sufficient to say that the arrears of ef'rtain Sei()"~iories have 

. 0 
rIsen to enormous amount3, and have been sold for a mere trifle by the Seigniors. 
I am aware that Ihe arrears due 10 one of these Seiguiorial propri~tors amonnting 
to £25 or £30,000, were sold by him at a los; of more tlwn five hund! eel percent. and 
that one Seignior alone, has within a period of Ihree years bt~en ubliged to lodge 
no less than 179 executions in the office of the Sheriff of Montreal. 

Those who will refer to the appenJices to the Report of the Commis
sion of 1843 will perceive that the eomplaints brought by the Seigniors with re
spect to "bad d/~bts" ane! "fi'auds committed" afTord proof of the fact I have stated. 
This carries Ollt what I have already remarked viz: That certain Seigniors cx
aggerate the value of their Seigniories, and by so doing, they have induced 
many people to believe that their Seigniories are a second Peru. It is 
highly amusing for example to peruse the memorials ad<lrcssed to the Colonial 
office on the subject; These documents commence with an outpouring of poli
tical sentimentality, they regrt't the good old times, when elbow room and free 
entrance could be obtail1.'d to Du\\'ning Street; they Ilpeak of demagoguism, the 
arbitrary will of majorities, of" the Guvernment of LorLl Elgin" and of the at
tempts at spoliation again.',t the Seigniors, but they take very good care that 
tb." amount of the revenue of their Seigniorial property should be made known; 
and the noble Lords of the Treasury would have laughed if any mischievous per
son had told them that these revenues only amounted to some three hundred 
pounds for which a more than sufficient compensation has been offered to them. 
But there is one thing I now begin to suspeet, viz: 'That a certain number of the 
Seigniors, without refusing the money, attach much more importance to the 
title of Seignior, and look upon themselves as the aristocracy of the country; 
such persons ought candidly to state their opinion; it is a fine sentiment in a utili
tarian age, where a man is always measured by the length of his purse, and some 
means might be arrauged by which an economical order of knighthood might be 
established for their benefit. 

A question was put to the following effect by :Mr. WakefielJ, agent for the 
Seigniors of Beauharnois in 1843. "Vhat authority has the Legislative .\ssem
bly for makinp" any enactment ,,,-ith respect to Seigniories commuted into free 
and common ~occage? For the solution of this question, we must first of all de
fine the respective position to which the parties interested are placeJ by virtue of 
the Imperial Act. These titles change into exclusive and indppendent property 
to the profit of the Seignior all unconceded lands heretofore posspssed by them 
in Seigniory or under the simple title of d01~inant; from this it is clear that as ~e
gards lands unconceded at the date of the Issue of the Letters Patent, the LegIS
lature has nothing to do with them amI we need not take them into our consider
ation' but as reaards lands then conceded in censive, thc~e documents simply 
grant'permissio~ to the Seip;nior and cens.itaire, with~mt ob~iging th.em to. alter the 
tenure of their properlirs; thus it is malllfest that thIS ~rovlSlor: bemg ot a volun
tary nature is obligatory on the part of nobody', an~ bmds .n~llher tbe .local Le
gislature nor individuals, and Ihat a general Colomal prOVISIon rendenng com
mutation, generally, obligatory, includes in its effects t~e parts ir: censive of the 
commuted Seigniories; inasmuch as an eractmen! of thIS nature .IS not a contra
diction of the Imperial Act, but is on the contrary the confirmatIOn of the pro
visions of that Act· in a word it would only enact the establishment of a state of, 
things which by th~ Imperial Act is declared expedient and desirable. 
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I claim in conclusion a conscientious investigation of the propositions which 
I have set out ill this treatise, which I only lay before the public, in the firm con
viction that my system only provides for doing justice to all, and in doing so to en
tail the least cost upon the public generally. I ask for it study, such as would be 
bestowed upon the labor of an intimate friend, of whose devotion to the cause you 
are convinced, and then, instead of searching for something with which to 
find fault, the reader will endeavour to comprehend everything, and if after 
so careful an examination my scheme be rejected, I shall feel that I have been 
deceived, though my intentions have been of the sincerest nature. 

One word more; let those who are called upon to assist in the solution of 
this great question, consider the matter in -a historical point of view, and cast 
aside any feelings of self interest which may assail them, they will then find the 
question more easy of solution. 
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43 Cote de Beaupre. ... ..... . ... Quebec ..... , .... I • 635000 1 RC gnardlcltl ............ 1636 421" .. Colonge ............. , . .' ..... ' .. Do. ..· .... 1 .............. \ D"rileLolit .............. 1657,The superficies is includell in the neiO'h-
43 44· C01irnoyer ................... "'fontrea!...... . 2"2~4 ne Cournoyer ........... Hi951 bominG' ::;ei"Jliori,'s. eo 

45ICournoyer ................... Three-Ril'ers •..... \ ' 4"2".:6 Lilidot ........• ,. I~H •. __ 1 0 b 

44 46 Cnurval ... ................. Do. ....... 4'!3C:6 Crl,,~e ............... . IT;l 45\ 4710 l Aillebout .................. Montreal........ 42336 ID,AilJebout. ............. 17361 

REMARKS . 

c.C> 
r:sJ 



TABLE of the Fief!! and Seignioriee of Lower-Canada.-( Continued.) 

~~ \ aI I I .. ro;: ... ~ Situation 
5~ ~E= • • • : accordi~g.t? the I Supe.rfieiea 
~~, ~ 8 S.lgnlonu. (' new ulvlilOn 111 

'81>1 I z i . o~ I Arpents , 
~ ii ~ 1 District.. I 
Jo1'a 

Nam. of Original Grantees 
and date of Grant. 

4911)'1.. t • 0 t on rea .. " ... . "I D 1637 u re ue~............. I 0 .••••...•••••••.• 
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-:1-:1~.=Est ......•.•...... ~} -M t--l----'--SS.,O--! irourdon ........•........ 1746\ 

47 50\D'Auteuil. ................... Quebec... ....... 15876 ID'1..uteuil ............. , .1593 
.... D' Argcnteuil. ................ MontreaL ....................... i ........................... ISee D' Ail1ebout. 

51 Deguir ...................... Three-Rivers.... ~r-:'1']4 iDe Guir ................ 1751 
481 52 De Lery ..................... MontreaL....... 4'2336 IDe Lery ............ , ., 1733 

53 De I'lsle .................... Quebec. . ..... . .. 2S·2·2·1 IAubin ...... oo .......... 17:::1'1 
54 Der,iere Lan.rai •............. \ MOlltreal ....... 64000 i\eveu .................. 1739 

49 55
1
De Ramezay....... .......... Do. . ..... \ 4'2:B6 IDe :lamezay ............ 1736 

50 56 De Maure (St. Augustin) ...... ,Quebec ........ , ~W!GO ....... '" .................. 'The title has not been found.-Act of 
57\De Peh·as .......... oo ••••••• \Kamouraska.. . . . ~ii~::! 1 feiras ........... " .. , .. 16751 fealty and hOll1agtJ made ill 1781. 

51 58:De Ramezay ............. , ... MontreaL....... 63504 De Ramezay ............ 1710 
52 59lDeschambault ........ " ..... 'I'Quebec .......... \ ~1168 Grandmaison ........•... 165:2 

I
···· Deschll;illons ... ............ Do. . ...... \ .......................................... ~ ·ISee St. Jean. 

53 60 Despla~nes, N. E. .......... 1 Do. . ... oo... 17900 {Le Gardeur ............. T~~71 
61 Desplames, S. 0 ............ 5\ I Do .............. 11 .. ,8i 

54 6:2 Dumontier ................... Three-Rivers..... 3174:2 Dumontier .......... roo .17001 
55' .... !DOrVillier .................... 1 Do. .. ............................... _ .............. SecSte. Anne. 
56 63 Imable ..................... \Montreal........ :21168 Oueable ................. 1739'1 
57 .... Du~uet ...................... 'I'QULLec ......................... \ ........................... ~ee Ste. AntoiJ;te. 
58 .... Dmantale ...... , . . . . ..... . . . Do. . '" .................. '" ...... " ... , ....... ;-iep Ladurantme. 
59 64 Dutort oo ... .. .. .. • ... • ..... • Do. ......... f,292 I' .............. '" ..... " .. ·rITh. title has not been found. 
60\ 65 EboulemellB ................ , ])0. 5:29:20 Lcs1'ard .' ............... lh31 

oo .. Ecureuils ............ , . . . .. . Do. ..... .. .. . .. · .. · .. · .... · .... oo..... See Belair. 
66

1

1

Epinay ou L .......... '" .. . . Do. . ........ \ 7056 iL'Epinay ....... , ....... li01 
611 67 Fossambault. ................. Do. ......... f.:],)01 :Coderville ............... It;~3 
62

1 

68IFoucault ................... ·1'lnntreal. .. ' ... \ 35'100 ;l'ol1l·;ullt ................ li:;;';\ 
69 Fournier ..................... 'Quebec.......... 50iO iFournier ................ lti72 

63 ... ·IGam~che .................... \ Do. . ........ j ................ \ ....... ; ................ ':'.; .\See Lafrenay. 
61 70 Ga~pe.. ... .. ........ oo..... Do. ., oo .. .. . 15876 De Gaspe ............... I,.,S 

II 
I 

~ 
CQ 
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65 71 Gatineau .................... Three-Rivers.... 5'2~'2 I BOl1Cher ............... . 16n 
66 7:1 Gatineau .............. ...... Do. 21 I liS t;atineau ................ 1750 
67 73 Gaudarville .................. Queoec ......... 1.51'20 ILaUZOll ................ 1652 
68 74 Gentilly ..................... /Three-Rivers .. .. 3.'i2tiO l'elldwr lie la l'crade ..... If.i76 
69 75 Godefroy ............. "..... Do. . .. " 15S76 Godhoy ................. 16:38[ 
70 76 Gouffre ou Le .......... " .... Quebec.......... 1·t/U Du re ................. 16:-;2 
71 77GrandPabos ................. Gaspe........... 6:330-1 [IIUbert ................. lb96

I
CommuteJ. 

7Z ·78IGrandpre .................... /Three-River8.... 232:14 Boucher ............... 16~j5, 
731 79

1

Grand Riviere ................ Gaspe........... 21168 Cochu .................. 17[171 

80 ~ralldv!lle ........... " ... _ . I Kamuuraska ..... 21168 [Grandville .............. 1707 9f ;v.hich 10584 are united to Kamou-
81 GrandvIlle and Lachenaye..... Do. .. ....... ......... .......................... i-ice I elll'OOlo. [raska. 

74 821Grande Vallee ....... " ....... Gaspe .......................... Hazeur ................. 1691,FuIleitcd. 
751 83 ~rond!nes West.. .......... l Quebec"....... 86436 {10' Ai~uillon ............. 1~~8[ 

84 hrondmes East. ............ S HospItal ......... . ..... 1 titi2 
85 Augm~ntation G.............. Do._ .......... 15876 Hamelin ................ 1711 . 

76

1

'" . GlOsb0l8 ..................... Three RIvers. ' ............. , ................................. See MachlChe. 
77 86 Gillaudiere. . ................ Montreal. . . .. . . . 2520 (;uillautliere ... '" ....... 1672 
78 87 Hubert. .................... Quebec...... ... 282:21 Hubert ................ 1698 Uninhabited. 
79 88 Islet St Jean ............... "I Do. ......... H1I2 CouillanL ............... 1G77 
80 .... Islet Bonsecours.. ... . ... ...•. Do. ............................ ... . . .. . ........ ....... .. See Bunsecours, Parish of Plslet. 
8! 89 Islet du Portage.............. Do. ......... 7056 Grandville .............. 167:2 Le rorta~e shows 011 the map 28224 ar-
82 90 Green blanc!. .....•.......... Kamouraska..... 28:.!24 D'Altig[]y ............... 1 liS·! pellts, 'that proceeds from the nt'w 
83 91

j

Isle Perrot ........ , ...... ' .. 'IMontreal. . . .. . . . 7056 Perrot .................. J;,7 21 UIVISlUll ot e,tates. 
84

1 

92 Isle St. Paul..... . ........ ... Do. ......... 360 Le Bel' .... , ........ __ ... 1iOI) 
85' 93 Isle Bizarll. . ... . .... .. . ... . .. Do. ........ 3518 Bizaru ................ " .167"'1 
86 ••.. Crane and Goose Island ....... Quebec ............................ '. . ... . . ..•. . .. ...... See South River. 
87 941 sle aux Coudres............. Do.... . .. . .. . 7000 Seminary.. .. ...... . ... 1 tiS7 
88 95 Island of MontreaL ........... Montreal........ 211600 St. S.ulplCe ..... ~ ... 1677-17141 
89 96 Isle Jesus ................. ". Do. ........ 63500 Semmary ............... Uj1'39 
90 97 ble Bouchard................ Do. ........ 1680 Fortel .................. 167:2 

REMARKS . 

"'" o 
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91 98'lsle Ste. Therese ..•.•...•..... ·IMontreal. . . .. . • 800' OuGue .................. 167:2\ 

99 Isle Bourdon................. Do. ........ 50 Hepentigny ............. 1612 
92 100 Isle Beauregard.............. Do. .. ... . .. 100 i3eaureg,,,,i .............. 1674 
93 lUI IslA St. Pierre............... Do. .. ...... 3900 Redisson ................ 1694 
94 .. ,,\ISleMadame ................. \Three-Rivers.... ................ . .......................... Comprised in Lenard. 
95 102 Isle Moran ou Moras ..••. " • . . Do. . . 25U Moras ...... " .......... 167:2 

103 Isle du Large. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . Do. . . 5U Lanaulh"re ............... 1697 The superficies of all the islands has 
96\ 104 Isle d'Orieans ................ \QUebec.. ....... 49300 C'cIRt!ilu!I." ............ 1~7J tleen.measured all the map. 
971105\1s1e am:: Raux............... do. ......... 250 J",UJ! hlti,ers ........... lti3'IBelongmg to the Crown. 

106 Isly Ste. Marguerite........... do. ......... 200 IGralldnlle .............. 16% 
98 107 lale d'Anticosti ......... " ... , Ga~pe .......... 2500000 Joliette .......... < ....... 108U Uninhabited. 

Isle du Pas ...•......•....... \Muntreal ........................ t .......................... Lee Chicot. 
99 108 Isle Minga~ .................. Quebec .......... 20000 Joliette ................. 16iiiU,ninhaLited. 

100\ .... lISle des l'lames ... '" ........ , Three-RIver .................................................. ::iee Isles duo LargIJ. 
101 1(Je Jac.quee Cartier. .... ... . ... .. Quebec......... 17640 Widow Mon<)eaux ........ lt~~£i 
102 liOIJohet....................... do. .. . . .. . .. 63567 JolIet. ................. 1ti~ i I 
103\ 1I1\Kamo~raska .•.•.•••.••..•.. : Kamouraska..... 4233? De Ladurantaie .......... 1~2~ 
104 112 LabadIe ................... Three-RIvers.... 882 tLaBalhe ................ Hi 1_ 

105 113 Lake of Two Mountains ..... ~ M t I 148176 5 81. 8ulpice .. -- ....... -- .1717
1 114 Augmentation .............. 5 J: on rea ........ l Do. .. ............... l735 

108 115\Lacheneye, (Asst).............. do. '" ....•. 1693~4 Le Gardeu~ ............•. 11!~~':COlPIprises Assomption, Lachenaie and 
107 116 Lacnevrotlere ................ \Quebec ......... 423,,6 LachevfGtIere ............ Hi,,' Hepenl'gny. 

LacoliB ............•......... l\lontreal •....•.•............................•..•............ iSee Beaujeu. 
108 117liLac M.etapediac ............. \KamOuraska..... 70560 D'Amour ............... 16Gl!UllinIH1LiteJ. 
109 118 LacMltls... ......... ........ do. .. 8467:2 Rouer ................... I6!J3!COlllmutecl. 
110 119 Lefranaye: .................. Quebec.......... 3528 Gamache ?o"t! Bellavance.ll~2~1 

120ILadurantal~ ................ ~ do. . ........ 1 70560 Ladurantale ............. It~:~ 
121 AugmentatIOn .............. 5 Do. . ............... I hJ,> . 
122 Lamartiniere... ............. do. ......... 16128 Lamartiniel'e ............ Ii!!'.! 
123 Lanadiere (behind Maskinonge) IThree-River..... 56448 Lanaudiere .............. 17501 

""" .... 
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-::~ILanoraie .................... jMontreal ........ 1---:::--ILanClfGiB ................. 1688
1
------------.-------

112 1251La Prairie (de la Madilleine).. . do. . ...... 56H8 Je-uit Fathers ............ 16471BeiOngs to the Crown. 
11'3 126 Lasalle ..................... do ........ 21168 L,·ber .................. 1750 
114 127 La Tesserie .................. Tltrl'e-Rivers .................... Latesserie ............... 167:2iThis Fief LaTesserie is comprised in 
115 128/LauZoll ..................... Quebec ......... 254,016 Lauznn ................. 16361:BelQngstoth!lCrown. [Grondines.~nd 
116 129 Lavaltne .. ; ................. MontreaL....... 42336 {Lavaltrie ................ 167:2 [Lachevrollere. 

130 Augmentation............... do. ...... I Do. .. ............... 1734 
117 1.31 Lessard ..................... Quebec. ........ 7056 Lessard ................. 1698 
118 132jLeSsard ...................... Kamouraska..... 211GS Do.. ................ 1695 
119 133 Levrard (Les Becquets) ....... Three-Rivers... 511 tiS Levrard ................ 1683 1201134Livaudie~e ................... ,QUebeC ......... 15876 \pcan Liv:audiere ........ 1734!The I?roprietor she~e~ to the C~mmis-
121 135 Longueull ~aron ........... ~ M t I 98784 S LongueUlI....... . ...... 1700 slOners of 1.843 limits above 300,000 

136 AuQ"IllentatlOn ......... : ..... 5 on rea ....... ~ Do. .. ............. 1710 arpents, this was an errOr. 
1221 13.7IL.otbiniere ................... Q.ebec .......... l ~ Mar~ol.~t ............... . 16Z~ Lot?iniere i~ partly commuted, the por-

138 Do. . .. •• .. . ... . . .. . . . . do. . ... _ . . Lotbmlere ............ , ... 161:" 110n held 111 free and common soccage 
f391 Do. .................. do. ....... 168944 Do... ............. 1685 covers a superficies of 111132 ar-
140 Do. .................. do. ........ l Do. . .............. 16~3 pents. 
14t Louis Ga,;ne Bellevance....... do. ...... 840 Bellavance ...... '" ..... 1675 

123114-2 La Page T~ibierge •.......... Kamouraska. ""1 64088 S LePage and Thibierge .... 169~ [bo~rin~ F!ef? . . 
143 Augmentation.... . .... .. ... .. do. .. .. .. ~ Do. . ... 16911 [TIllS FIef IS ll1cluded m the nelgh-

124 144ILussaudiere ................ Three-Rivers. .. . 7056 Lamothe ................ 1683 [nothing is to be found on the maps. 

I 1451 Lusson ......••...•....•. " .. Quebec ......•. '1' ............... St. Lusso.n ............... ] 67:; The title does not give the depth, and 
125 .•.. Madawaska .................. IKamouraska ..................... Lachenale ............... 168"1 

1

146 Machi(lhe (Grosbois) .......... [Three-Rivers .,. 21168 GT<lIldpre ....•........ , ... ]672 Madawaska, see Temiscouata. 
126 14'7 Madeleine Riviere ........... Gaspe.......... 14112 fl1venll ................ ](,F;!) Commuted. 
127 148/ Maranda, N. E. (Duquet) ...... Quebec ......................... 1 Duque! ................. 1117'2 The two Fiefs Maranda are comprised 
128 149'

I

Maranda, S. W .............. '1' do. '" ..... ................ Do. .. .............. 16721 in the superficies of 8t. Antoine de 
1291' ... Martiuere .... . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. do. . ..................... "I' ...................... -- .. See Lamartiniere. [Tilly. 
130 150 Mask!nong~ N. E .......•..... Three-Rivers •••. } Le Ganleur .......... '" 16Z'2 
131 151 Maskmonge S. 0............. do. .. 22932 i Do. .. ............ 16r.!1 

REMARKS. 

~ 
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132 15'2 Matane ....•..•...• ~ ........ \Kamouraska ..... \ 26460 ID' Armour ............ ' .1677 
133 ... Mitis ............... ........ do. .. ............... 1 ........................... ·ISea DePeirae. 
134 153 Mille Isles ............... t M t I 190512 S Langloiserie ............. 1714

1 
. 154 Augmentation .............. f on rea........ ( r'umout ................. 17.'):2 

135 155 Mille Vaches ............... 'IQUebeC ......... 84,672 Giffard .................. 165:),Uninhabited. 
136\ 156 MingaI,l or Terra ferma. . . .. . . . do. . .. .. .. . • 7056?~ Biseot. .................. 1 ~61' Uninhabited. 
137 157 MonnoH ..................... Montreal. . . .. . . . 42336 Ramesay ................ 1 d.lRI 
138 158 Monnoir augmentation ........ \ do. . ...... \ 42336 Do... ............. ln9 
139 159 Montapeine or Vitre ......... t Q b 5400 {I)e Vitre ................ 16:38 

160 Augmentation .............. f ue ec......... Berment ................ 1749 
140 161IMontarville .•.•.............. jMontreal........ 14364 Boucher ................ 1710 
141 162 Mont Murry ...•..... " ...... Quebec..... • . . . 127008 Fra,er .................. 1762 
142 .... Mont Louis ...... , ........... Gaspe. ......... 74088 11l~1 nIle! ................ --IThe date of thi. title is unknown. 
143 1631Malbaie or Murry bay ........ IQuebec......... 8Hi72 Nairn ................... 1762

1 

144 164 Neuville or Point aux Tre...... do. ........ 77616 Bourdon ................ 1653 
145 165 Nicolet. .................... Three-Rivers... 282.21 ILaubla ............... . 161'2 

16G\AUgmentation (La Fourche)... do. .. 42336 Cresse .................. 1!~,SO 
146 .... Niverville... . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . do. . ...•............. Leneuf . .. . ............ 1660

l
Nothing can be fonnd relllting to this Fief. 

N ic holas Rioux ............... Kamouraska . .... ................ . ......... '" ........... ' ... See part of Trois Pistoles. . 
147 167 Notre Dame des A.nges ....... Quebec......... 2~:2:;~ IJeSuit. Fathers ........... 16261BeJongs to the Crown. 
1481 1681Nouvelle LongueUlI .......... l\1ontreal........ 4_.Lti Lemome ............ ' ... 1734 
149 ]fig Noyan ...................... 1 do. ......... 4'!3~l6 Chavoi~ ................. 17431

1 

[perficieshere mentioned. 
15U 170iOrsanvilJe D ................ Quebec......... 3575 I(ieneral Huspital. ........ 1675 [title; but its land has only the 8U-

171IPachot. ..................... \Kamouraska..... 3428 Pacho! ................. 16S~j·pachut ha~ double this superficies by its 
172jPasbebiac ............ '" .... Gaspe .......................... Leymar ................. 170711'aspebiac is forfeited. ' 

1511173 Per~huis.: ................... Quebec......... £5:!56 Perthuis ................ 1 ~~; Co~mute~. 
152

j 

174"P~tIte ~ahon ................ \ottawa .......... 116.100 lL,ay~1. ................... II~ ~;~,Pelite NatlOn only shews o.n the map 
153 175.PI~rreVllle ................... Three-Rlvers .•.. / 10584 PhIlippe ..........•.... I~~,,' 64,000 arpents 1D IlUperflCleiJ. 
154 176 Pomte du Lac(Tonnancour)... do. .. 17640 onnancour ............. 11.31 1 

177jPort DanieL ................. , Guspe ........................... D'Eneau ................ 1696 Forfeited. 

~ 
CiQ 
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1551178 POIt :'<leuf (Cap Sante) ....•.... /Quebec ......... 31752 \croisille ................ 1647/ 
156 .•.. \Quebec .••..•.•.....•... __ .. do. '" ...•.. . ......... ...... . ............•.....•....... Town property. 

179 Randin ... : ................... /Three-Rivers.... 3528 IRandin ................. 167:21 
180 AugmentatIon................ do. .. 35'28 BertlllPr. ................ 1674 
181

I
Reaume .................... ·IKamouraska..... 7056 ILacumbe ................ 16771 . . 

157 .... Repentigny ......•.........•. Montreal... . . . .. ....... . . . . . . . .. . ........................... Part of Lachenale. 
158 18':?IR!gaud ...................... do. ....... 63504 IHigan(\ .. :: ............. I?:n i , • 

159 18;lIRI.m.~~sln .................... Kamour~ska ..................... Lacanlonmere ........•... lo8H/'See lSt:, Barnabe. 
]60 .... Rlvlele DaVId ............... TllIee-Rlvers ................... / ............................ See Dcguu. 
161 181 Riviere du Loup... .. .. .. .. .. . do. .. .. , '281'11 Lechasseur ....... '" .... 1683/ 
162 185.Riviere du Loup .............. Kamouraska.. .. . 81fi72 D' Artigny ............... 1689 This superficies comprises Villerai, 
163 1861 Riviere Ouelle .. '" ........ i d } 2111;8 11louteillerie .............. 1672/ D' Artigny, and Lachenaie, from 

187 Auamentation .............. flo. 28'2~4 Ra.mesay ................ 1750 Terrebois to Green Island. 
. IRiviere du Chene ............ Montreal ................................................. ,." See Mille-Isles. 

16411RB Riviere ~u Sud ............... ~uebec.:....... 49~36 IMontmagny , ............ 16!6'Includ!ng Cr~~e and Goose Islands .. 
165

1

189
1 
Roqu~tallJade ............... , I hree-Rlverl, .. , lOJS.J, Roquetaillad.e. , •. , ....... 1~ 15\The ongmal lltle o~ly gave to .Louville 

166 190,RouvllJ~, ............•...... MontreaL....... 35280 Hertel ~ouville .......... 1~9! 21,168 arpents III superficies. 
167 191,SabrevC!ls ... ............... do, ....... 42336 SabrevOls ............. .. 1/50 
168· 192 Ste. Anne La Perade .......... Three-Rivers.... 14112 Lanaudiere .............. 167:21 
1691193IAu~mentation ................. 1 do. '" .... 4'23:3i) Dellis Widow Lanaudiere . 1697/commut.d. 

194'Augmentation................ do. ...... 21168 PClade ....... ' ........ 1700 
1701 195

1

'Augmentation.. .............. do. ....... 423:16 Do... ............... 1735 
171 1!l~ !:lte. Anne. desMo~~s .....••... I Kam. ouraska .... ~1':~ Riverin ................. H'88 
17219ISte.AnnebPocatJere ... : ..... do. ....... l"St!:i Lacombe ................ 167:l 
173 19SISt Antoine (Tilly) ............ Quebec......... 15876 De Villi9u ' ............ ' 16n 
1741 l!lflSt. Armand ................. , l\lontreal..,... .. 127008 Levas8eur ............... 1748 
175 200 St. Barnabe. . .............. 'IKamouraSka.. .... 45:i~;4 Lepage .•............... 1751 

\

20t St. Blain ..................... Montreal. ..... '.. 386·1 
176 ~01 St. Charles.................. do. ....... 28'214 IDc la Freniere ........... 1695 
177 203::it. Charle. ... . •. ........... do. .. .. • .. I05S. Fez.ret ..... : ........... 1701 

"'" ... 
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\ 

204\S(e. Claire ....•..•.......... \QUebeC ......... 111 \'2 Lepa'!;e ................. 1693 
178 205 S(e. Croix................... do. ....... 705liO ursulines ............... 165:.! 
179 206\8t. Den.is .................... Kamouraska. .. . . ~S;~4 J u~h~re.a.l~ .............. 1679 
180\ 207 St. D.ems ............ .. ..... Montreal....... . _1-L A 0" h.tIL,e .............. 1694 
181 208 St. Denis (Isle a 1& Peau) ..•.. Kamouraska..... 70"·6 IT<l<"llelUaU .......... '" .1677 
182 209 Etienne ....... " ..•......... Quebec .. " . . . . . 4 ::l.l6 l'll~ "pt ........... , ..... 1"" 
183 210 :::;t. Fran.cois, ................. /rhree-Rivers.... T',~5 (:r"\1"r ............... _ .lG7S 
184\ 211 St. Gabnel: ................. 'IQUebeS ..... . .... lO.:;S ,0 {Jldbnl ................. 1647

l
Belongs to the Crown. 

185 2l'!ISt Giles..................... do. .. .................... \ _ ......................... Separate lit!e, contrary (0 the custom 
186 ~ l:3i~t. Hyacinthe ................ Mo."treal..... . .. 121:,1l8 \f~l"l:rJ: ~ ......•........ 1~~~ regulatiI.lg t~e succe~sion.of fief~; the 
187 _14 ~t. Ignace ................... Ql1( bee. ........ 35ZSO Ilut( I·DIC u .............. 1b,)vl superfiCies IS compfJsed III Lauzon. 
188 21.5 St. Jean ................... t \Three-Rivera .... \ 26460 f t;"llllt''', Three-Riviera .. 1~(~1 

216 Augmen(,'(Ion .............. f Llo... t Do.. ......... 11.3 
189 2171sI. Jean De~chailons ........ t Qncbee ... ,...... 90728 {IDO St. Oure ............. I~~~ 

218Au~mentatltm .............. f do. . ....... \ Do. _ ............. 11.)~ 
190 ZI9

I
St,)CanpoltJOli ............. \ uo. ........ 28~'24 \Lang[C,18 •••••••••••••••• IGi7 

191 220 St Jo'eph(Beallce)...... ..... do. . ...... , 42336 HIgald .................. 17:36 
19'2 221 St Joseph orl'Epinay.... ...... do. ........ 7056 lleb~rt ... _ .............. 162li 
HI3\ .. St JOSePh .. · ...... • .... · .... 

1 

do. .· ...... 1 ....................................... -ISeeFournier. 
194 222 Sle l\Jar~llerite ................ Tillee-Rivers.... 'i~l ~8 I DllIlolj .. '" ............ Iii'll 
195 'l2'3 Slo. Malle................... do. ., ':1;46 Le~lolne ............... 17:;1, 
19612'2-! SIc :'llano (Beauce) ......... _ Qu(>1.,t'c ..... '... 4:C:';.l6 facholoan .............. 1,361 [Ier superficies than the title. 

1~t. l\Tarc llPllinu. Verchere ..... 1·\loutrcal. . ...... ........ ...... ....................... . ... See Cournoyer, th,,' maps shows a smal-
197 22'i'St Maurice. ............... ,TIII(',,,Ril,crs.... 87014 ... . .... ...... ......... n",10Il,y, to the Crown. 
] g.,,[ :2'21, St. MlCi(el and Se Gervais ... ::1- ~1I('\o..·e '" ...... I%'2~4, l\:o Ln ,tullicro .......... 17,2 Ilene~-l'd wIth an extcflLled title. 
199 St "I ld(cl. ................ -lidO, .. .. .. .. ........ -...... i .. . _..................... 'See Ladurantaie, 
200 227,:-1 Ours .................... ',I,H,·lcal........ ~-C,i ~~t Ours ................ 16, ~ 

I 
;');8,St Roeh ..................... (lll('hee -........ 1 .. )jt) I~'l l'aul. ................ 17001 

201 ... _1St Paul ............... , ..... \TllIlt'-HIVCIR .... .. .... .. .................... ISee Godefroy. 
202[ ;,)'29 ~t. :::illlplce .................. :'Ilulltrea! ........ f,t,;,'2, LcfU) or ................ 1640 
203 2~0 Sault St. Louis .....•. " ...... 1 do. . . . . . 2~224 J e,ult Father ............ 1680 
204 .... ISault au Matelot ............. 1Q,uebec ..... '" .I. ............... 1 ............................ I Small fief in the Town of Quebeo. 

REMARKS. 

._--------

.... 
I:;t 



TABLE of the Fiefs and Seigniories of Lower Canada.-(Collli'lIled.) 

~o; 12l I I ~ ~ ~ Situation. 
J!~ J !:i . . . according: to Supe.rficies Names of Original Grantees. 
88. O:ill Selgmones. Hew divIsIOn III I and date of Grant. REMARKS. 
'ai Ol Ii",' of Arpeni s. -].s ~ Districts. 

~~Iz I . -- . ----/----/-------i 
205\231 Shoolbred ...•...... " ....•.. Gaspe.......... 15116 I' SllOolbrecl ............... 1788 1 
206 232:Sillery ...................... Quebec ... "" .. I W.',·, 1 Je'll~l Fathers .. " ....... 1 ti~9 Belong to the Cro.",:,n. . . 
207) 23:~ ~ore I ... "" .. : . """ ..... Montreal' ..... "I 35~80 I De SoreL .. " ... " ...... Itj,:2/ ~e lon!is to the .mllltary authonlJes. 

1St. ValleT ............... · .. Quebec .... ".. ................. See Ladurantale. 
23.1iDerriere Sorel (Ramsay) ...... Montreal.. . . . . . . J 050"t I De Ibm"ay ............. 17:3U \ 

208235.Soulange .................... do. ........ 211GS De Joyue.-t. ............. I,O:2 
236lTemisc~uata and Maiawaska •. ,Kamouraska ..... \ 2~~·';.1O I' ................ -......... IT~e remainde.r of this Grant is situ~ted 

I 
237lTerrebols ................. ".. ,10. ..... liu~()l ......... " .. "......... ... m the J'rovlllce of New BrunSWICk, 

Terreferme .................. Quebec ................................................... 'ISee Millgan. [commuted. 
209 238ITerrehonn~ ..........•..... }IMontreal ........ 1"· .. · ........ "Ii DeRlalides ............... J~~:i 

1
239AUgmentat~on............. do. .,...... 81672 {Lepage ................. 1,.~.11 
240 AugmentalJon.............. I do. ........ De Lacorne ............ 170.3 

ITilly ........•••••.•........ ·IQuebec ...•... ··1······ ........ ··1······· .................... ·ISee St. Antoine. 

I 
Tonnancour ...........•...... Three Rivers .•.. / .............. " ..........•................. See Pointe du Lac. 

241 Tremblay or Varennes ........ MontreaL....... 235:2 De Varenne .....•....... lli7Z 
210 .... ITrinite .•............••.•.... / do. . ....................... 1 ........................ , .. ·Isee Cap St. Michel. 
'211 242TroisPistoles ............. "jKamOUraSka..... 2S·,·~t IDe Vitre ................ 1687 

'" ;213iPar~ of~rois Pistoles ......... do.. ..... 8.Hi'il ~i~\l.x .................. 1~~II~he same as Nic!lOlas Rioux. . . 
21~ 244 Three Rivers .••...•..• """ Three Rivers.... 2000 Je.11I1 Fathers ........... 10.)0 ISeveral small Flef_, among whICh IS 
2131 245:Vaudreu!1 ......... '" ....... /Montreal. .... '" 2~1~~ I De Vulllireuil..", .......... 1Z()~ 1 that called Pachinerry, belongs to 
214 2461VaudreUlI ......•.•......... Quebec......... 4'"~u6 De Lagorgendlere ........ 1136 the Crown. 
215/" .. /1 Varennes ................•.. '1 Montreal. . . . . • .. . .............. '1' ......... ' ................. '1 See Tremblay. 
~16 247 Vercheres with addition....... do. ........ 1411'2 De VCrCltefCs ....... 1672-1678 

/ 
248 Vieupont .................... IThree-Rivers.... 1-1'28 Vie';1pollt. ............... 1674 

217 249lvincelot .................... Quebec. .... .... 7056 IAmIOt . '" '" ....... '" .167:l 
!50 A~g!Dentation................ do. . .. .- .... , 14111 De Vincelot ............. 16931 . 

'

Vltre .....•......•......•... do. . ........................ " ." ....................... ISee Montapeme. 
218/ 251 Vincennes...... ............. do. ." ....... 5880 Bisscit.:: ................ IG.l 
219j 25jYamallka ....... , ............ Three-RlVers .... 1 10584 La Valliere .............. H)S!] 

----- I 
Grand TotaL .... 12,822,503 
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No.2. 

T ABLE shewing the names and superficies of fiefs the tenure whereof has been com
muted, also those whereof the Crown is Dominant Proprietor, and those which 
are still uninhabited. 

II 
BELONGING TO THE II 

COMMUTED. CROWN. UNINHABITED. 

~I Nom.,. I S"P"fid,"~ l~ I_Names_. _ S"P"~:i" i~) N=". 1~'fi'W'. 
liAnse l'Etang.. 7,0561 Jnatiscan ..••. 317,520 IIAnticosti ...... 

1 

2,500,000 
2 BeauharnoiB ... a 1~7,ooO 2lBonhomme. "1 14,11:2 2,T1es l\lingan.. 20,000 
3 Lake Mitis"'1 8t,672\ 3 Cape Magde- 3!l\Iet"l'ediac... 70/60 

5 Pabos. . . ..•. . 63,504 4 lie a\lX Reaux. 2511: 5iTerreferrne... 705,600 
4ILotbiniere .... b 111,132 \ I leine....... 28'2,'2-10 41\lille-Vacheli., 84,672 

6 Perthuis •..... c 75,256 5ILaprairie·····1 56.418 I G1'HUbert. ...... , 28,2:24 
7

f
Mount Louis.. 74,088

1

1 6:Lau·zon....... 224,Olflj 
81River Mag- i 71Notre Dame"1 28,2"21 I I 

deleine . .. . 14,112 ! 8 Sillery ...... 10,58-1

1

1 
9 La perade •... Ii 99,952 I 9iSt. Gabriel. . . )05,840 

II Sorel (e)..... . 3.),.80 i 
10ITemi6couata .• \ 38:2,240\,10!:3t. Maurice... 3~'~.J.411 I 

12 Three Rivers. 2,0001 

I Total. .. 'l-l~~012l 1 TotaL. .. ~43,55811' Total ... ·13,409-;056 
Notes on table No.2. 

a The letters patent of Commutation for Beauharnois are dated 1836; as the lands conceded before 
that period came under the geuet'al ami forced Commutation, it became neces<ary to estahlish its super
ficies, which was given by 111'. Wakefield, the agen~ of the proprietors, in hia letter to the Commissiouers 
oC 1843, (see appendix to report, No. 69.) I have, therefore, put down the number which represents one 
half of the whole superficies. 

b The commuted part of Lotbini.lt-e is the' augmentation of the 25th March, 1693; its superficies is 
shewn in the table. 

e Perthuis which was commuted in 1836, contained about 20,000 arpents up to that period, ns I have 
inferred from the ceusus report of 1844, the last we have; I have, therefore, deducted this number from 
the total !uperficies. 

d La Pernde was commuted in 1830; by inference from the census of 1831, I have in the same man-
Der deducted 20,000 al'pents in 8Uperficies . 

• Sorel belongs to the Military Authorities. I have put down !IS uninhabited Bome fiefs which only 
cODtain from 5 to 6 inhabitants. 
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No. S. 

TABLE shewing: the superficies of the lands held by the Agricultura~ population 
of Lower -Canada under both tenures, and other necessary detaIls. 

REDUCTION of the last series into arpents. 

Total arpents in 
fiefs .................. 6,523,101 3,154,802 3,368,299 

NOTEs.-The first series is taken altogether and as given by the enumeration of 1851; the othen 
have been obtained frum calculations based on data procured from the same tables and those of the census 
of 1844. 

In the Seigninries, the !um of £~15,616 as capital inveRted in Grist Mills, does not include the mov
ing power which I estimate at an amount equal to the capital laid out on the building., say, total value 
of the Seigniorial Mills £431,232. 

It is n,'ces8ary to establish how many arpents out of the amount of that item which relates to the 
tenure en fi of, are situatein the Seigniories whereof the Crown is Dominant Pl'Oprietor. In order to do 80, 
I establish the following proportion: the superficie8 of the Seiguiorial 80il i8 to the superficies of the 
lancs of the Crown fiefs, as the quantity of land held en ccnsive is to the amount required: that is 
681,754. 

It fullows from the foregoing data that the quantity of lands yet unconceded in the inhabited Seig
niories, is 1.28\),530 arpeuts for private fief8 and 561,804 for Crown fief8. 

The foll .. wiu~ table shews the Counties in Lower Canada in which the lands occupied and inhabited 
sre exclusively subject to the tenure en fief, those which are held in common soccage, and those subject 
to both tenures. 
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No.4. 

Exclusively 
Exclusively en fief.. in Mixed. 

'"udreUlI ........................... SherbrOOkP ..................... \MiSSiSqUOi (small portion enfief.) 
~"ntr?al. ................................ Stanslead ................... Nicolet (small portion in common soccage.) 
"\ ercheres .............................. Drt1l11'000l1. ................... Lothini"re (small portion in com. soc.) 
Chombly .............................. \Megantic .................... \DOrchester. 
~.~t. H}'~cinthe ............................................................... Bellechasse (small po. rtion in com. soc.) 
h1cheheu ................................................................ Kamouraska (small portiou in com. soc.) 
yumaska .................................................................. \ltimoUSki. 
l:"uvi!le .................................. 1 .................................... L'Islet (small portion in com. soc.) 
l~(,rthler~ ............................. \ .................................. Gaspe (small portion cnfief.) 
l:h,~mplalll** ............................................................. Bonaventure (smal! portion enfiej.) 
8t Maunce ........................... \ ................................... \ottawa (small portIOn en fief.) 
Portneufl\< ........... 0 •••••• '0 ••• '0' '0' .••••• •••.••••• •••••• •••••• • •••••• Two :l'\lountains. 
!Il,,"tmorency* .......................................... " ............... Terrebonne (small portion in com. 80C.) 

I I Leinster. 

\ 

9uebec (small portion in com. soc.) 
baguenay. 

------------------~--------------~------------------------

The Counties warked with an osterisl, are in progress "f oettlement on the C"own Lands. 

No.5. 

T ABLE shewing approximately the superficies of unconceded lands in the Sei~ 
niol'ies inhabited and Dot possessed by the Crown, in connexion with the 
three first provisions of Sections VI and X of the Project or BilL 

c====:: _ - - . -- ~.-

Number of arpents situate I Number of arpents in \ 
in the li .. f, about three·quarters of the fiefs about half of which 

which are concedC'd. is conceded. 

Number of arpent. situate 
in the fiefs about a quarter of which 

is conceded. 

About 250,000 About 250,000 I---About 200,000 

------------~-------------------------

I h<,H< obtained this T"ble by comparing the superficies of the fiefs with the superficies occupied ac
cordin'" tu the details of the enumeration of 1844, and by establishing, in order to obtain a definite result, 
a pl'Op~l'tion between the occupied pOI·fion of the soil in 1844 with that occupied in 1851. 
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No.6. 

TABLE shewing the revenue derived from the Quint. 

:~~:':m );~ell:~, ~\~~~)::: :::::::::::: ::: ::: ::: ::: :::::: ::: ::: ::: ::: ::: ~:: :::~:: :::::::::::: ::: :::::: ::: ::. ::: ::: 
Menn proportion of 47 years, from 1803 to 1851 ..•.•••.•.••..•..•.••..•..•.••.••.••..•.•.•.•.••....• , .•• 
Mean proportion of 38 years, from 1803 to 18H •••..•...••..••.••..••••.••.•.••••••.••..•..••••......... 
Amount of total Quint during 47 years •.•.......••.....•.....•.....•.......... ,. , .•.......•......•........• 

£ s. d. 
5 6 4 

2856 16 6 
792 0 0 
836 0 " 

37213 0 0 

GENERAL REMARKS.-It is impmslble to establi,h approximately the extent of franc-ale"., the super
fieies of which is comprised in that of the fiefs; but it is certain that they are few in number. Nor is the 
number of arTiere-fiefs easy to establish; this is of n') imp,)rtance, however, for the plan pcovid~s for the 
method of proceeding to the commutation of the felv existing arriere-fief8. As the domains uf the Seig
niors are generally very fine property, they may withollt exaggel'lltioll be valued at an average of 
£2,000. 

A fact which proves thnt the commutation is not cUlbi,ler"d as a yery ~rc"t advantage by the pro
prietors orIands under cultivation, is, that from the 3rd July, IS]", to the 24th .Jalluary, 184~, nlily 3~ 
applications for commutation in the Crown Seigniuries were depo~ited, covering a ~lILJerficies of 581,751 
occupied al'pents, and besides, these application; had only \",fe\,'c' \CC' t) Town pr"pe;-ty situate ill Ql\ebec. 

The costs of collection, including Imses by"bandonment of Iamls anrl insolvability, may be value I at 
15 per cent. of the gross revenue entered on the books. These items have amounted t'.' more than 33 per 
cent. in the Seigniory of Beauharnois. 



APPENDIX. 

No. 'f.-TABLE shewing the revenue of divers Seiguiories as furnished by the proprietor:; to the Commi;;gioners of 1543. 
= ___ ==-===--=:-o-== _____ ...,.",,,..,,,..=....,,..-.,..---.. -----....... ==--

1 

SeigDiories~ Districts. I I I I Supprficie:s Amlllal AlIlIual T,)tal 

I Proprieturs. III lads cens li:-r.'lt~ and 

__________ 1 ________ 1 arpents. et I'Cldes. et ""'.t'I<·I_ llul's. 

1 

£ £ £ 
Ll1prairie .......... " ... '[ontre"l.. .... · .... •• .... IThP !;rown .............. 1 56448 179 263 1 4-12 
Nutre Dame ...... ... QUpbl'C .................. ))0. ............... 28224 89 92 1t~ \ 
Contr"cmur ... ~ ........ : .. IMuntre,'I.. ............... H"11 ~r.lllhot ........... 1 ~8224 :J(1I) 1G8 4G8 
81. Anile ami ~t. D~ms'IKamoura'lm ............ I UUll. DIOnne ........ ···1 2:!~32 71 36 I 107 
St. Hoch tips Aulnals .... Quebec .................. Du ............ 42336 215 131 346 
Kamaul ask" and 

Grandville ........... ·IKrmJOuraska ............ 1 Madame 'l'.lchc .... · .... 1 52920 200 60 260 
Gran (pre. Dumontier. I 

and ha}f of Grosboi, \Three Rivers ............ Colonel Gng\" ..• ........ *63504 12'; ............... 1 2j') 
St. HyaCInthe ............ 'lontn·n1.. ................ L. A.ll "llIlles......... 1271108 1 400 I 16' 10, 20IJil 
Riviel'e OueUe ......... 1\:,110 Jllrasli" ............ PC,,, 1,1111 ............ \ 49392 131) l:!j ( 2.),'; 
Belreil. .................... \lc,"tre"!. ............... I"[.",,.Cl. :.l"l>lo'1IlC ... \ 42~36 1 tl l5 I .. ·· .. ·· .. ··1 650 

L.lslet .. • .......... • ...... ·IQuebee ................ ·r E. l""o~laili · .. · .... ·1 5~:::: I~~~ i--
25

:: 1--5::: 

A.ullaal (' 
i~e\L'lHll' t"rum HI'.~l:ll·h..,. 

lIIilI<. ( 

---1-'-'--' 

£ I 280 * Thc'l'e b a disorepancy as 
GO I'C'Spl'l' I 5 th{! !:l'ljll'dicies uf 
25 ;Gr<llldpl"v lwtwPt'lJ 1I1l> map :trlll 

~75 I nl'llclil'ttt"S 1\,pj)~raI,h)~jI have 
699 [ukell tilt-' l\~~ ... l'l' Ilile hi!, Ih s 

table; I illll'lllt .. UP{11l tIle rt"ve-
Nut given. 1,IUl' thl' suw 01'.£ 1::!5 fnr lods et 

l't'ntes, the retul'n bf'ing given 
Not g-l\,CII. las a tutal stirn. 

16';0 t I ]&,l\'0 iUlfute,1 out of the 
300 lam"unt the 11m uf £215 on 
1lJ0 Iud, <I !'cntcs. the same nmount 
2UO (a, fur tit. Hoc h', "Lich has the 

-------I::-,awc :mperficies. 
3289 

It would seem correct enough to believe that the 13 ubove-menl:oned Seigni',ril'G, some of the finest uf the four large Di"I:'icts of Lowel' Canalla. may serve to
gether as a basis fur calculations 011 which the mean ""luI' of the lods et ventes lIlay bp ps\"uli,lll'd. 

Befnl'e all, we must ul-'du('t from the h)tal amount of the ~l1pel'tici('s in nrppnts, the fl)llo\\'in~ fig-url's, ~ht'\\'illg' tll(~ nu:nlw·r of ~11'1l(>llts th('n 1lIH'once(11'rl, viz,: - For St. 
Roch'St 10,000; Granrlville, 3.000; Grandpn~, Dll!llol1li!'r :lnd Gro~boi...;. 15,1100; Hi,it'rp OUI>Ilt', lS,UUlI; tutal, -to.UOO tu !:e dt"lillctt'd from .'):34,;-)9:2. ~O\\'. if we di\'iJe 
£'2,024 Os. od. ampng 488,492 superficial arp(>nt3. we h~l\'e un annuo.l rent of a little under two 80ls pCI' arpl'nt, :t~. l'l'pre:-;ellting the r~q'l\ll(> pf till' lads ci '/!(lltes. 

The next taule is a still better criterion cu'''pri,ing an average of seven years; it is framed 011 i"funuation i'urnd,ed to the Commis.ion of 1843 0)' William P. 
ChristiQ, proprietor of ~he Seigniories therein mentioned. 

Ot -
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No.8. 

Number of Amount of Annual mean' Superficies 

I 
mutations I lods et vent~s , of the 

I 
amount of 

dUling seven durin"" seven I l t t Seigniories 
. '" 0' 8 e veil ea. I' . I years. I years. I . 111 arpents. 

Seigniories. 

1----1---- j----I-------

Repenligny ................ 1 5 '\ ts 1 13 i 15118 
Lacolle ................... "\ 2~~ 378 I 2~' ·12336 
DeLery.................... 1 1428 I 423B6 
Bleury ..................... 1 195 1034 14~ 31752 
Sabrevois. . .. . .. .. .. ..... . .. 93 I 605 I 86 I 42336 
Noyan ................... " .I ____ ~ ______ ~03 • ______ ~ _ _I--~:~~--

Totals ............ ·••• .. 1 660 I 4131 I 587 I 216'214 

From the tolal superficies of 12,000 arpents must be deducted as being thp. number of arpent8 
of unoccupied lands in those Seigniories at the date specified, £587, apportioned over 204,214 aI'
pents, ",ive a little more than 1~ sol per superficial arpent, as representing the annual value of the 
lods et ~entes of the six Seigniori~s in question, which are old properties situated in the District of 
Montreal. 

Mr. LOllis Archambault, of St. Roch de l' Achigall, in the ,locl1ment published by him in De
cember last, established, that in the Scigniory in which he lived over an area "of :2! leagues in 
front by six in depth" the lods et "'·"des produced £200 per annum; from the superficies given 
'must be deducted 15,118 arpent, fur the Parish of Repentigny, which no longer forms part of the 
Seigniory, the re~enue arising from the lorl> et z'Cl:ies of which is £200; that being done, we 
have for that Seigniory of L' Assomption rather 1,·" than It ,..,,,1 per arpent as the revenue of the 
lods et ventes. The result of this is, that in estabhshing an apportionment of two sols of annual rent 
rer arpent, the maximum annual product of the lods et ventes is extinguished. From these tables 
It follows that the total value of the land held in Seigl1iory COil ceded and occupied, calcuLlting it 
only at £2 lOs, per arpent, does not on average change hands every twenty years as has been stat
ed, but III round members every fifty years, according to the average established by table No.7. 
and every sighty by the average of No. S. Here is another table which proves the proposition set 
forth that two sols is the maximum I'alne of the revenue of the lods et ventes for all the Seignio
ries in the Country. 



No.9. 

~EV~UE8 of cert~ Fiefs and Seignftmes as furnished by the Proprietors and agents in 1848. 

I A I Total 1\, Superficial ell-
Names. Distriets C An~ual t \ L as ntnUa.lt I annual tent then con- I Remarks. 

ens e ren es. 0 even es. receipts. ceded in acres. 

-----.---. \--- I '1 ; 

£ £ £ . }:~auh~rnois (a) . ....... I Montreal. . . . .. . \ ............. 750 j...... ~ ...... \ HlliilJ I (a) . The stati,tic,' fur Beauharoois were Cur-
SIller) ..... '" _.... Q:n·k'c . " . 85 31 lIti 103iH I mBhed by MI'. Brown, the fOl'meragent;£~50 
St. Gal,nel. . . . . . . .. . .. 1 Do.. . . . . 80 liD \ 140 40000 is the maximum auuual amll!iJt foJr twentl 
Bonhomme ............ 1 Do, " ...::!5 3 28 J ::l<J\)'2 years. From 1822 to 1842. nIl the revenues 
Call de la l\Tagtlelainll Tmf'e-Itn'('r, . I 4:2 I 25 67 \ 8~:.!·10 I collcct~cilUcludIng ~ents, lod., et vente., lenses 
Battscan ......... " .. '1. Do. . . . 1:):). i 35 1 170 I 1000UO I anci nulls,. as fUl'tllshed by Mr. 'Vakefield, 
Fief Vince nne . " .. U;tpb"" .. 1 10 I 10 I :!O , 5880 IlYel'age(i £3000 'p~r annum arnl the net 1"6-

\ 
. I I I 1 I YeUlle £201)1,1. 1 h," shews that the anrage -------.-1---914---"-------1'--394406-- aunual valuc (,f the lod., et ""'lites was much 

I ~~~ 

This table No. D, upon a general calculation, gives all ,werllge ofle5s than ) ~ Rols of alIlIual revenue of Iuds et vellles pel' bllperfiC'ial arpent, and 
11 maXlllll1lU for 20 Y('UI", 11. 13eau!tarno!,-; alolle, o[ about :'!J sols per arpellt ('''lircJ~d, whence we must deduct an average of lesii than ~ suls. 

The following is th~ list in order of date oftllC documents f,um which I have ('"lleeled the above information: 
To!'''cl'upl.y publis!:c,1 by MI'. Eoucltette ill. . . ....... . .. .... .. ....... . ....... . .•. .... 1815 
Census of . . . . . . . . . . .. ........ ....... . ...... " ...... " ...... " . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1831 
J~cp"'t ",itlt appc"di'\ of tL., Commissioners of ....... , ....... , .........................•.... ,... 1843 
('C"""~ uf ............ " .... " •.... , •••.......... , .••.... ,. '" .....•......•.......•.... _.... 1:.,,1-1 
ll~p,,,t of the C'olllmiitec of the Legislative Assembly. . . ... . . ..................... ........ ..... . .. 11'51 
T,d.!"., of tile CCliSU" of............... .......................................... ............. 1851 
J)U"IIlIl-nb pul.ji,I'L~~ by order uf Par;j;un'''lt. ... '" ., ...................................... 1852-53 
T,p"~I"p:,i,';,1 lTl"psj,"I.'!j,hed by thn !loanlofStati3m" .... ... ............ .............. ..... 1853 
PeriJAm"l1tarY i)nrllll11'nt..... . ........ .... ......... ........ ......... 1863 
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