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L}1~CTUREe 
• 

IVlr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Agriculture, commerce and manufactures, are the primary con­
ditions on which our social system is based. \Vithout the first 1 

mankind mll~t speedily assume the savage state ID which the 
characteristics of the mere beast of prey 1V0uld predominate r 
where the softer and more humanising ties of ollr nature are 
relaxed, and where, failing the supply of wild beasts of chase, the 
genus homo would display the propensities of all carniverous ani­
mals, and prey upon its kind. Causes similar to these have pre­
vented the increase of savage nations, and compelled, by mere 
intuitive reason, the first step of advance, in tIle social scale, by 
banding the tribes of mankind together for self-defence. On tbe 
other hand, agriculture without commerce produce~, as far as the 
diffusion of population is concerned, a nearly similar effect. That 
simple pastoral state so lauded by poets is the sole creation of a 
fervid imagination, nnrestrained by practice and nntrammelled by 
the common-place contingencies of actual fact. A nation solely 
devoted to agricultural pursuits will fail to expand into a great 
people. The history of God's chosen race is an exemplification 
of this fact; their approximate census on their Exodus from 
Egypt was probably 3,000,000 of souls, and on their final disper­
sion, 1600 years afterwards, that number had not sensibly increa­
sed. One of the great causes of their isolation from the rest of 
mankind was the absolute necessity imposed by their law of judi­
cial purification, which it would be impossible to observe to the 
letter if the nation had been a cOlllmercial people. \Vhen in the 
course of events the tribes became scattered auroau, the d€par­
ture from the precepts of those Divine institutions, and the lament­
able consequences to themsel ves, are to be found in the pages of 
their great Historian, Josephus. 

All writers have endeavoured to discover in what country com­
merce was first practised. The oldest of all written records, 1b~ 
Bible, speaks of it as an act of every day life; and the first autben-



tic description of its operations discloses the melancholy fact that 

the Midianiti~h merchantmen, coming "from Gilead, with their 

"cameI5, bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it 

" down to Egypt," also dealt in the bodies of men. In fact, tbe 

first distinct notice we bave of commerce is in connection with 

that most detestable of all traffic, the slave trade. 
The conne.ctiJn between commerce and manufactures is suffi­

ciently obvious, as the merchant must necessarily require the 

lab0ur of the artizan to construct his roaus, make his camel furniture, 

or pack saudles ; in a more auvanced stage, builu bis boats, ships, 

and otber modes of transmitting the prouuctions of one country 
to supply tbe deficiences of another. Tbe great centre of ancient 

commerce appears to have been in Egypt. That long narrow valley 

traversed for nearly n thousand miles by ils noble river, abounding 

in the production of those cereals so necessary to the sustenance 

of man, was yet ~vanting' in those luxuries whicb a high state of 

civilIzation demands. Active and diffusive as ancient commerce 

may have been, it was a mere fraction of that witnessed by mod­

ern days. Its great expansion is due to the invention of the mari­

ner's compass, to the improvement in the method of propulsion, 
and to the uiscovery of steam power, as applicable to modern pur­

poses. It is quite possible and more than probable, that the trade 

of tbis Prorince exceeded considerably the traffic of all the nations 

of the civilized world in the days of Solomon, and that the four 

million of tons annually sbipped from, or arriving at our ports \vas 

beyond tbe utmost powers of the Phrenecian, Egyptian, Roman, Gr 

Carthaginian navies. As the object of commerce is to supply tbe eefi­

clencies of one country, by the surplus productions of another, it is 

Hident thi. consideration of the connection of tbe primary principles 

on wbicb all social order is founded naturally brings us to tbe sub­

Ject of the lecture this evening. It belongs to the second of those 

necessary conditions mentioned, and has become an Important item 
in tbe social condition of tbis country. The Staple Trade of this 

Province, generally known as the Lumber Trade, is a very anCient 

element of commercial importance. The Sidonians, or Ancient 

Phrenecians, were tbe great Lumber Manufacturers of their day; 

and tbe Forests filf Lebanon furnished the Cedars and Firs which 

Hiram, King of Tyre sent by sea, " in Flotes to Joppa," thirty­

eight miles from Jerusalem, for the building of the Temple. Its 

connection therefore with the mfancy of commerce is not only 

beyond all conjecture) but we are told that the Sidonians excelled 

all otber people in their skill at hewing Timber. 
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It was then, as it is now, an essentially necessary feature of the 

profitable prosecution of this Trade, that it should be carried on 

where water communication was easily attained. The many rapid 

rivers rising in the Lebanon range, and passing into the Mediter­

ranean Sea, on the Syrian Coast, furnished the necessary facili­

ties for this purpose, and 110 doubt the Phc£necian raftsmen ot 

that day were as well posted in all the mysteries of the dTi~'e, as 

bis Canadian successors. This ancient Lumber traffic bad other 

elements in common with that ot more modern days. Though 

carried on under the burning sun of Syria, the lofty mountain range 

of Lebanon experiences all the rigors of a Canadian winter, and 

to this day it is no uncommon thing to find the sites of the ancient 

forest inaccessible in the month of June, in consequ2nce of the 

quantity of snow still on the ground. 

The trad .. in Lumber has always been of importance. Ancient 

Egypt, the Granary of the then known world, consumeu large 

quantities of "Vood, and as it does not prouuce Timber, the great 
proportion of its supplies were imported. Italy, the llext centre 

of civilizatIOn: dealt largely in Timber, and in fad it may be said 

to have been a large item in tbe commerce of civilization, III an­

cient as well as,in modern times. 

The variety of Timber which constitutes the Staple Trade of 

Canada IS known as the Pine or Fir. It is widely diffused over 

the surface of our Globe, and is common alike to the wilds of Si­

beria, tbe slopes of the Himalayas, the isles of the South Sea, the 

plains of Soutb America, the acclivities of the golden Sierras of Cal­

ifornia, and the mountalDs of Canada. It is common in Northern 

Europe, Widely diffused over Asia, constitutes the principal Forest 

tree of America, and some of its varieties are to be found in Africa. 

In point of utility, the PIDe, as a Forest tree, ranks next, If it is 

not super;or to, the Oak. At any rate it is more extensively used, 

both in the arts and as an economical production. There are 

about twenty varieties of FIDe; each marked by dIstinctive and 

well known peculiarities, but all having strongly defined affinities, 

so that it would be no easy matter to mistake that species furtbest 

removed from the true Pine, for any other variety of Forest tree. 

One of the principal characteristics of the PIne family arises from 

the fact that they do not bear flat leaves, but a specie3 of spines, 

which are however real leaves. They are chiefly, but not all 

evergreens, and the appearance of the tree, as well as tbe quality 

of the Timber, varies witb tbe species, and also witb tbe situation 
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in which it is found. Generally speaking, the Timber is hardest 

and best in exposed, cold situations, and when its growth is slow. 

The greater number of the species are tall and lofty trees, and 

they all yield an essential oil, well known as Turpentine; and 

Resin, or Gum. 

The Pine Family have been divided by Botanists, into thirteen 

Genera, containing a considerable number of species. The Gen­

era are: 

Pinus ..................... The Fir. 

Abies •••••••••••••••••••• Spruce. 
Larix .................... Larch. 
E', I bertis ••••••••••••••••• Deciduous Cypress. 

Cupres"is ••• : •••••••••••••• Cypress. 

ThuJa •••••••••••••••••••• Arbor Vit~. 

J uniperius ••••••••••••••••• Juniper. 
Araucarius ................ New Holland Pine. 

Belis .................... Javelin Shaped. 

Agathus •••••••••••••••••• Dammer Pine. 
Exocarpus ••••••••••••••• ,. Cypress Like. 

Podocarpus ••••••••••••••• Chinese Pine. 

Taxus •••••••••••••••••••• Yew. 

The general name Pine has been derived from the Celtic, 
which, like all original languages, is higilly descriptive, and the 

proper names of all natural productions of the countries inhabited 

by that race were always explanatory of some prominent quality 

in the subject designated, or some peculiarity of the locality in 

which it was placed. Thus in this case, the topographical pecu­

liarity of the country producing this Timber has given its name 

and distinguishing title to the whole family of which it is composed~ 

Pin or Pen, in the ancient Celtic, signified a Rock, and, as is well 

known, a rocky soil is the chief favourite locality where those 
trees are to be found. fn the enumeration of the different species 

of this tree, the Scotch Pine (Pinus Sylvestris), generally stands 

filst in the list. It is commonly called the Scotch Fir, and ap­

pears to be indigenous to Scotland, but it is common to all parts 

of Europe, from the Alps to the Baltic, and from the shores of 

the German Ocean to the Ural Mountains. It attains in favour­

able situations, a height of 80 feet, and 4 to 5 feet in diameter. 

It is doubtful whether any portions of the aboriginal Pine Forests 

exist m England. In Scotland, the Forests of Invercauld ane: 

Rothiemurchess exhibit tbe finest specimens of tbis tree extant in 
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the British Isles, while the sole representr.tives of the magnificent 
Forests which once covered the 12,000,000 acres of waste land in 
IrelanJ. are reduced to two venerable trees on the Estate of 
Richard Nu~ent, Esq., near Woodford, in the County of Galway, 
both of whch had lost their po",ers of reproduction, through ex­
treme age. The other European species are the Corsican Pine (Pinus 
Laricio), which is nearly allied in character to the Scotch Pine, 
but is a much finer tree. It grows Wild on the summits of the 
bighest mountains of Corsica. The Cluster Pine (Pinus Pinaster), 
is an ornamental tree peculiar to Switzerland and the Italiiln 
Mountains; its principal use is in the formation of shingles for 
house roofing, in Switzerland, and its chief value arises from its 
beauty as all ornamental tree. Of the same character is the :3tone 
Pine (Pinus Pinea), of Southern Italy; its seells, as well as those 
of the Cluster nne, are eaten hy the inhabitants of that country , 
rich and poor; they are as sweet as :t1nlonds, but partake 51ightly 
of a Turpentine Ilavour,-thc tree can only be considered for its 
eflect in the landscape. The Siberian Pine (Pinus Cumba), 
grows higher up the Alps than other Pines, and is found at eleva­
tions where Larch will not grow. The wood is Yery soft, and 
having scarcely any grain it is much u~ed by the pea'dnt, of the 
Tyrol, where it abounds, for carving. The Canary Pine (Pinus 
Canariensis), groll's in the high mountains of the Callary hbnds, 
at an elevation corresponding to the coltlest parts of ,'-~coLland ; 
the 1V00d is resinous, highly i.lflammable, and is well auaptcd for 
building material, as it lasts for age,. 

Michaux enumerates ten species of American Pine, the principal 
of which are the Red Pine (Pinus Rubra), sometimes called the 
Norway PlOe. It is found in Canada, ::"1"o\'a ~cotia, and tbe 
Nortltern parts of the States. It generally occupies small tracts 
of a few hundred acres, either alone or single with ,VllIte Pine. 
It gro\'\'s in dry and sandy soils to the height of se\ enty or eighty 
feet, and about two feet in diameter. It is chiefly remarkable 
for the uniform size of its trunk for two-thirds of its length. The 
bark is of a clearer red tban that of the otber speci~s. The 
wood bas a fine compact grain and is rery resinous. It is gene­
rally employed In Naval Architecture, and affords masts for tbe 
largest sbips. 

The Yellow Pine (Pinus Mitis), is widely diffused through 
North America. It is a beautifJI and symmetrical tree, the 
brancbes forming a pyramid at the summit. It rises to a height 
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of fifty or sixty feet, having a diameter of about eighteen inc hes. 
The leaves are rather short) of a bright green color, and united 
in rairs. The cones are oval) armed with fine spines, and of very 
small siz'O. Tbe concentric or annual circles of the wood are six 
times as numerous ill a given space as those of Pitch Pille. The 
heart is fine grained and moderately resinous, wbich renders the 
wood compact, without great weight. Long experience bas pro­
ved its excellence and durability. The Long Leaved Pine (Pinu~ 
A ustrahs), is known as the Yellow Pitch, Broom and Georgia 
l'ine. It IS diffused througb the States of Virginia, tbe Carolinas, 
Georgia and FlorIda, occupying dry sandy soils, co-lied Pine bar­
rens. The mean heigbt wbich it attains is about sixty feet) with 
a uniform uiameter of eighteen inches, for two-thirds of its length. 
The leaves are a foot long, of a beautiful green color. The cones 
are also very large, being seven to eight inches long, anll four 
inches thick whcn open. They are armed with retorted spines, 
anll the seeds are in general very a bundant. The kernel is of an 
agreeable taste, an'] is voraciously eaten by "wild turkeys," 
squirrels, and the swine that live almost wholly in the woods. In 
some unfruitful years, whole Forests of hundreds of miles in 
extent will not yield a single cone. This latter fllct may explain 
tbe phenomena, to some extent, attending the Visit of wild turkeys 
and otber migratory animals to tbe "\Vesterr. parts of this ProvInce. 
The wood of the Pinus Australis is compact) fine grained, dura­
ble, and susceptible of receiving a fine polish, advantages which 
give it a preference over every other species. Those qualities 
are much influenced and modified by the nature of the soil. It is 
from this tree that the prinCipal supply of Pitch, Resin and Tur­
pentine is obtained. 

Tbe Pitch Pine (Pinus Rigida), is common throughout the Uni. 
ted States, but i~ most abundant on the Atlantic Coast. It is a 
very branchy tree, and the wood is consequently knotty. It is 
very Resinous and affords a large quantity of Pitch. The bark 
is thick, of a dark colour and deeply furrowed. The concentric 
circles of the wood are far asunder; and three-fourths of the larger 
stocks consist of sap. On high gl'ounll and light gravelly soils, 
the wood is heavy and full of Resin; on low, humid soils it is the 
reverse, and unfit for use. 

The White Pine, Weymouth Pine, or in Botanical language, 
the Pinus Strobus, one of our most important Forest trees, and 
from which our Staple Trade is drawn, is a native of North 
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America, is the most valuable and interesting of the species, and 
attains its greatest physical development in Canada. Its name is 

derived from the perfect whiteness of its wood when freshly expo­
sed. The leaves are five-fold, four inches ID length, numerous, 

slender, and of a biuish green colour. The cones are four or /ive 
inches long, and composed of thin, smooth scales, rounded at the 
base. It ,'"r('ws extensivel} b~tween the ;: ,,':' d,; of ';'3° and ,nQ 
N ortl] Latita.de, in almost all n,rieties of ~c,il, but it Q~:ai:l" its 
g,rtc,,::v,l dimeil',;oo5 ,',r orlh of the :3t. Lawrence, principally ill tbe 
OILma Valky. 

TL;s anrient and r.laje<;tlc inhabitant of tbe Erikl] North A!'~t'ri­
can C';i8nie' is still [lie loftieq and most ,aluable of tileir lr,~dllC­
tiolls; ;.\1(1 if'.; ~Jlil!ll~!ts are ~cen at nn immens'~ di-sYtJl1ce,? as) i;oing 
t01'7D.nls b('at'en, {'"r above tlie heads of the SUiTGUnJ;ng tr2e~. 

Th~ trunk io i',il:lple for two-lllirds or tkce-I'uurlhs "fits ll::i!ilt, 

::wtl the liwbs are sbort and verticellate, or dl',poe",] ::1 sI8::'''" O;le 

above tbe other to tbe top of the (ree, ,vhi,,11 i3 formEd by (iJree 

or rOtH' upr!.~ht bra~lches. On young ;:,tock~, P(!t eKe edi:):~ rol'ty 
fcct ;n b2;~~l:t, tbe bark of tlw i!u:lk and br31lcbes is 8[noo;[1 and 
poEshed. As nH~ tree r\f~';,;)n('(-:,~) in age it 5pllt:; :l~hl bec0m·e~ n::.;­

ged; hut d02~3 not f::\ll in :':C2.le~i }i~:e lh~lt of otbl'r l-'lnes. Il'~18 

tru:_II: also 1~p~::r~ and {es';ens from til::! b~1SC' tu tlH:: ~lLl'~!1:t rnore 

thw those of tbe others of tIle same tribe. Tbe "~0-J i.s 'oit, 
light, fr2c froln l:~lOtS) easily \I rou~bt, 3:1<.1 \'ery dur:\bie H':'211 , 

~o[;e-.l to tl."" ,::1' <,:nd sun. Th, tree IS tl]I! fO:"'{]lO',t il ;. kl:IS 

po~s~~'~sion of. b~lrrcn di:Jtl'iet~;i and tL~ mo:~t h.Jl'dy 1:1 j'e, ~ n ; 1e 

impetuous ;a!es of the Ocean. 'rhe r\'ood ib nut rf'~;l OU:.' e' :rA1Sh 

to f'l;mj"h (lll'rcn(ine for co:nmerc<" nor would tIle :2:)~" o[ ex­

tractinG it be e~:,y, ~ince it occ:lpies tracts :;el':\ra~2 ft·,):" ,,,,ch 
other, Dn~ i5 ::lJi};ed in difierent rroportions will! oiber trees. 

Tbe vVllite, Blacl: and Peed Spruces) or Ahies A!b~) LlJies 
Nig;-" and Abies Rubra belong to another genera or lb' Pines 
called Fi:-s or Abies. They differ from tbe Pillc's ;(j tl:e forlll 

and position of tbeir leaves, as well as in the general ~bpecL ohhe 
trees. In the Firs, the leaves are generally shorter tban in the 
Pines, and placed solitarily instead 0: in pairs. The varieties enu­

merated are natives of America, and nearly resemble in their gen­

eral properties those of Europe. The Black Spruce is reckoned 
the most durable. In America it is used for knees for ship build­

ing, when neither Oak or Tamarac car. be obtained. Tbe Timber 

of tbe Red Spruce is universally preferred throughout the States 

B 
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.. 5ail~yarJs, anJ imported for that pllrpose from Nova Scotia. 
Jl1i-.s duelly from the decoction in waler of young shoots of the 
llbtl.: Spruce, and not exclusively from tho,e of tbe \\'hlte ~pe­
';:;"5, that Spruce Beer is prepareJ, by fermentation with sugar or 
Jmclasses. The Essence of Spruce, of the dealers, is prepareJ by 
'. T;~ :>I-~a lin;:; t he decoction to the consistence of boney. 

:n", Silrer Fir (Abies Picea) is one of the most beautiful of 
~~,0 hwily. 'When standing alone and developing itself naturally, 
L:,' ":r:;.;,dles which are numerous, and thickly garnished witb 
II!:-iflC3, tlilninish as they approach the top, and thus form a pyramid 
,:,r ?,';rlect regularity. The upper surface of the leaves is of a 
:.u:-,Ji1li:·;:! vil"itl green; their under surface has two white Jines 
~'~'(IC,;r,g lengthwise, on eacb side of tbe mid rib, giving the leaves 
::,:cr,:d silvery look from whence the common name is derived. The 
rutIl.!5 are nearly cylindrical, about eigbt inches long, and always 
·ili!~i;leJ upwards. The wood is ligbt, sligbtly resinou~, and in­
:''''T;~Dr \0 that 01 the common Pine. The resin of this tree is 
,:-';;'" i" England and America, under the name of Balsam. or Balm 
"~.' Gil~fld, altbough the true Balm of Gilead is procure~ [rom a 
:k':.!-lJy JilTerent tree, the Arnyris Gzleadensis. 

Tne :;'\orway Spruce Fir (Ables Commllnis), is a beautiful and 
::i!at<,·iy tree. The branches are verticillate, and spring from a 
,];·~,;:o;;r.on c~ntre. The leaves ani solitary, short, ~Iightly arched, 
',";1). :acute, of a dark green colour, which gives to the tree a som­
'G.~ ""P~ct. The cones are cylindrical, five to ~ix inches in length, 
;,;c::..L ~?!llain small winged seeds, which ripen in No\·elIl,ber. This 
;:2' ~:'r:2 of the talle,t of tbe European Firs, with a very straight 
,.);:>! »ot thick trunk. It is a natire of the North of Germany and 
~i·:.c.'<:J, and particularly abqndant in Norway, from wherlt:!> it is 
fillr:;c 1] imported into England, both as Spars, and as the '\\' [lite 
:;:,'~~L, of tbat country and the Baltic. The Timber is inferior to 
:0';',: c,f common Pine in durability, but is more prized thall allY 
Li,"' ,ariety of Pine as Masts or Spars for small craft. 

:"y':~w"en tbe banks of the Columbia, and the Rocky Mountains, 
.~ ~?~"lltly dIscovered species of Pine commands allention. It is 
'~J..'i~l the Pinus Douglasis; grows to a height of two hundred anll 
'ru"y feet, and is upwards of fifty feet in circumferellce at the 
-Ji""L It has a rough corky bark, [rom one to twelve inches thick. 
J'1.f; If:aves resemble those of the Spruce, and tlie cones are small. 
J.'~b Timber is of good quality,and very beavy. 

::;;.:1. }oot wonderful gold region of. CaJifornias where nature bas 
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exhibited her powers on so large a scale, tbe products ofthe F"jN,,' 
appear to keep pace with those of the Mine. Tbe Pinus lc''':I' 
bertina IS a native of l'~ orthern California, where it is oi"P<,,",'C"I;; 
over large tracts of country, but does not form dense Forest;; iiiiE 
most other Pines. It is a very majestic tree, and generally 6"2 
to a height of '250 feet, measuring often fifty-eigbt 'feet iu 0.7-­
cumference, at three feet from the root, and eighteen feet at .:.:.s~ 
hundrell and forty feet from the ground. The tru;11; :i ~\:2 '~.~ 
clean, and free from branches, for about two-thirds of its j't 

The bark i~ uncommonly sl,lOoth, and the whole tree lns 2. :::-;, 

graceful appearance. The cones resemble tl1O'.o of tbe ',:.'l·YlC";:::: 
Pine, but are much larger, being on an average <It least ol:~i.'y:".' 

inches ill length. The tree bears a cow,iderable resembL;nrY.:. T0~ 

the Spruces. But e,en this great mammoth of the Forec.'L :',,' 

eclil,s(cJ by anotber member oi tbe same family, found in 1hl: <JGIS 

country, and called impressively Pinus Gramlis. Specill](,':~c Ji 
this tree ha,c be~n wet with over one bunured and 6n:. fel't ,~t: 

circumference, and supposed to be over 500 feet in heighL 

The Larch (Larix Communis), is after the common Pine,j"'~"~ 
ably the most valuable of [he tribe. The name is Jeri,d [":-1);', 

tbe Cellic Lar, Fat-in allusion to the resinous juice wIJ:d. ~t 

exudes. It is an exceedingly useful Timber, and IS a natIve 1E 
the Tyrolese and Dalmatian Alps. 

The Black Larch of America (Larix Pemlula), called by C£ 
Indians Tamarack or Hackmatack, is a beautiful tree, re~emhLL:JL 
the European ~pecies both in appearance and in the e1:c~Tie:;:,': 

quality of the wood and bark. The Cedar of Lebanon (L:c"i.' 

Cedris), is a nati,e of the coldest parts of tbe Mountains of L~~'-· 
anus, Amanus and Taurus, but it is not now to be founu in ·;full 
quantity in those situations. The Forest of Lebanon seelllS ne'i'OC 

to have recovered the havoc made by Solomon's hewers, so tl:!<:~ 

there are now probably more Cedars in England than in Pak,~~;:t 
This trfc, if the rapidity of its growth were at all corresp0c"'~'L 

with it:; other qualities, would be the most valuabltt in the F,:tr'"';~~ 

Its resistance to absolute weal' is not mdeed equal to that of ',,:,;:,; 
Oak, but it is so bitter that no insect will touch it, and it ;C&.-...":'':; 

to be proof against Time itself. lYe are told the Timber inj£",:;. 

Temple of Apollo at Utica was found undecayed after a bj1So :m 
2,000 rears, and that a beam from the Oratory of Diana, at ::'::r 
guntum in Spain, was carried from Zaote, two centuries bef~,"'.e 

the Trojan 'Val'. Some at the most celebrated 5trllCttifec jI 
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antiquity were formed from this tree. It occupied a principal 
place i. the construction of the great temple of Jerusalem, and 
furnished the prototype of the trade which we carryon from this 
country durino- the present period of the world's history. The 

b , • 

ships of Sesostris, the Egyptian conqueror, one of them 280 cuolb 
long, Kerl! formed of this Timber, as was also the gigantic statue 
of ~i'},'na, in the Temple of Ephesus. Sorr.e (l:f.":'~·7 DO doubt 
c,i:'!" 1-,:;" regard to the ancient hi·;tcry of thie c21BbraYed tree, 
(her.' be,n[( other trees ';ii'l named Cedal'~ ""Lieh, it01,::;1 1 somewbat 
resl':o~b1:n3 them, ,1,) not belong to t11P sam~ ?,t'nu~;-~:: the vVhite 
~t'r1:".- Vlhich is a C),:,<-";;;' ~\,d th~ Red, 17:1::h ic a Junire" 

rrll ~r T 'r-, r' ,l ". t C. l'f~l ""_l"l_,~:,,, 
J I:(! -,-(CtV fee '- t;:~u~~ _ .. :.::.r'::2.~11;) 1:") f! r2~':' c~ i~a l!cl,2 '-,',-,~~ l,tilJ' 

oolll in (h" miiitnfY L: "-'J' and tbe wper:;t:::oD of It 
is 8. ni.~t~l'i~ of EUfOP:::, l~ort!l i'l.)12;':'~::' anJ tl:~ J,::p:1~£:.;e I~~.:.·.J. 

The Cypress (Cupressi<; 2emperviren§), obtain,; it~ name from 
:he i>1: :Jd of CY'r're:3s, lvh::"TI,; it gro~7~ 1'1 gre~t u:;u~'0:::j~l2~ It is 
:\'p~}V;~! to be EJe mo~t dur;-.})l::- of:lll 'Ci'l:L'I', cx~el!:"t; even tile 
C",:3 in (1;:_ ,:u:::it". '1"1" r100:'~ of St. Peter's Church at Rome, 
WJich 11:\ J been formeJ of thiB material in the tim:? of Constantine, 
showed Illl sig'n of decay, when, alter the I:.I':c of elel'en hundred 
years, Pope Eugenius 1'17

• took them down to replace them 
by gates of brass. 1.1 on1er to preserve the rf'",1a;"c, of their 
beroes,~L2 Atheniam; buried them in coffing of C:'I,rc;ss, and the 
clJests or coffins in which rhe Egyptian rr.umnHes are found are 
usually or the ~:·.n!e material. 

Tbe \'\~bite Cedar (Aloa. Cupressis), is a native of America, 
where it grows to a considerable size, but it grows slowly, being 
eigbty years old before it is fit for TilDb~r; and even then, though 
it answers well for heops, small boats, roofing and some other 
purposes, it does not appear very wortb,. of cultivation as a Tim­
ber tree. 

Arbor Vitae (Thuja Occidental is), or Canadian Cedar. The 
wood of this tree, which gives out, whell burned, an agreeable 
odour, was used by the ancients at their sacrifices; and hence the 
name, from the Greek word Thuo, to sacrifice. 

The common Arbor Vitre is a well known tree, and indigenous 
in Canada. The wood is considered more durable than any other. 
The Chinese spec;es, Thuja Orientalis, very nearly resembles the 
American tree. 

Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria Excelsa), is a splendid tree, 
often attaining a height of 220 feet. It is a native of Australia, 



13 

and presents a magnificent objtct, with its bright evergreen foliage 
and innumerable wl'I'ing branche,. TIle leaves are closely imbri­
cated, in flexed and pointless. The longitudinal sections of the 
wood, with all the distinctive marks of Gonifene, exhibits tbe 
peculiarity of three rows of oval disks. From this cii'cum'~l~p.c(', 
it has been ;'le:1:i~lell as the ~~ime spec:es with (lie :'"mow' fossil 
tree of Craig!eitb qu~rry, so familiar to all f2adefS of Lyell's 
I'i'ilollpl,,~ of Geology. 

rrhl: J.~~I':tllr:::'·l·i~1. ImL';'icat.:~, :5 annther I'll i(~ty o~ this. ~p~:cle57 

l)eifl~', m(}H~ ~I:-.!"'dy) and rOU'l'~ ['.1 co!(~';r cou1tl'ies. 

~r:L' ;J.~·J:p2r (J;::':;t,~ru~ Co:-;]muni.;;).: 

to' or" aid L~n2I'ica; it i3 fc".l '1 

t':(~eJ :,bitlC corn::lcn 

l,ia. ff:~ c"'eCly ;'e-

is llut "O~.!:I~ in L\rze qtl:-.il::_i·~~ io t::i3 COCi:d"j', :"!:l.j ;ts '!i"!12'}' :ODS 

h'l, ::;y ~lI:Hl'~~nt itt: Leing; l'L':~?:,<::d as i:. tr:~:.:!4 'T'bc b~~:1:.:j·~·~ of t~1'2 

woof1, its h;~ll perfume, ~nJ freedom fr:)~11 inr-:iects~ PLi!::: J ': Vflhra~ 

ble as an ccr'llo:~i('~l product, wh(;r~v~:, ;t can b2 [Olilld. 

It wiil be seen [('om tb!:"; enu:ller~tioa (Lat the IJi:J'; '",(,Jily bol,] 2 

principal place among,t the economi~a: fi,o,:,'c::"i:' of ;be Forest, 
bot" or ',h, commerce of th,- worlu III ancient 2.ud ,1J(lt.!ern j imes, 
and 1:1! hOllj:,h so:v,' varieties may have been more ill U8nJHUd t\Jan 
others, at Various periods of the world's lJi"tory, ~till tlJ'e wants of 
mankinu and the rrogl'ess of Jiscovery ID the arts and sciences 
will undoubtedly hring sooner or lder, the varieties least tbought 
of now, into the market. At present, the variety knowll as [,(e 

Pinu" :3troiJus ~_White ('iil'~' occupies the chief po"ition, in tbe 
Timber trade of the civilIzed world, and it is destineU, from the 
vast extent covered by its Forests, to maintain that proud pre­
eminence for a considerable period. As stated, its fYreatest de­
velopment as a Forest tree, is North of the St. Lawrence; and 
the Valley of the Ottawa River the country where it is most pro­
fusely distributed. Its commercial history may be correctly said 
to be co-eva I with the settlement of the country where it is found. 
Previous to the close of tbe last century, the Ottawa River was 
only known to those adventurous Voyageurs who following the old 
highway of tbe Aboriginal mhabilants, and the track of the adven­
turous explorer Samuel Champlain, brought the few bundles of 
Peltry, which then represented the Staple Trade of the Canadas, to 
the frontier town of Montreal. It was no exaggerated statement 
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made to Louis XV., by his obsequious courtiers, that the loss of 
these Provinces was only the loss of a few acres of snow, whil!h 
cost more to maintain than they were worth. N or was it so 
senseless a sneer as m05t people imagine, when they charge tbat 
elegnnt cynic Horace ·Walpole, with the pithy exclamation that 
England and France were at war for a few bundles of Furs. Both 
expressions were strictly correct. It is matter of astonishment 
now, that France put forth such efforts to retain so unprofitable a 
colony, and that those efforts did not result in any convictIOn of its 
value, to tbe mother country, in the minds of those politicians who 
then guided her dl'stmies, is abundantly evident from tbe fact that 
no precaution had been taken to avert what must have been long 
known as an inevitable catastrophe, or since to recover vrhat would 
have been a valuable dependency. To the superficial observer of 
the politICS of Europe, in 1760, notbing could be Il,ore absurd than 
the contest between two great powers, carried 00 with circuOlstan­
ce~ of atrocious barbarity, for the possession of a country vnly 
c:Ipable offurnislling loading for a couple of annual ~hips, and whose 
whole trade did not amount to greater tonnage than what is now 
employed by tbe Hudson's Bay Company. And it is hard to 
say whether any of tbe English statesmen who planned the con­
quest of Canada, if they could have foreseen the events following 
tbereon, would have meddled with a measure so destructive to tbe 
peace of the world. It is a matter of congratulation to us tha~ 
:IS we stand now in the same relative position to the peopla of the 
late United States as the French stood in 1760, yve have the 
protective arm of a Power stretched over us, whose duty has 
always been well and effectually done to her own Colonies. The 
close of the Revolutionary War compelled a goodly number of 
tho!e brave and gallant hearts who could not foreswear their al­
legiance to follow the fortunes of the standard whose cause they 
had fought to upbold, and to settle in the then wilds of Canada, 
under the regis of those laws and that form of Government which 
tbey had been taugbt to love and rel'erence. The associations 
or connexions left in the country they had abandoned soon oper.ed 
an intercourse with the exiles. Trade, or purposes of speculahon, en­
ticed many an enterprising Massachusetts Trader across the bound­
aries which their su~cessful revolt had raised between the American 
Provinces of Great Britain, and to one of those active individuals the 
Lumber Trade of this Province owes its existence. Some time_' 
about the year 1790, aMr. ·Wright, a native of Woburn in Mas-,' 



15 

sachusetts, visited MontI eal, then consisting of a single street, anc 
possibly fi\"e thousand inhabitants, for commercial purposes. 'Vhile 
there, he became acquainted with a party who represented himself 
as tbe holder of a Patent for a largf' quantity of land on tbe Otta­
wa River, which be wa~ prepareu to dispose of on reasonable terms. 
After some consideration, ·Mr. \Vright became the purcbaser 
under tbi~ Patent, but on inquiry, found the document to be a 
forgery. The then Governor of the Province, willing to encourage 
immigration proposed to :'IIr. Wright that he should settle on the 
lands nevertheless, and that such arrangements should be made as 
\Voulu enable bim to acquire the property under reasonable con­
ditions. Accordingly, Mr. vVright made the necessary prepara­
tions, and some short time before the close of the century, made 
the first settlement on the Ottawa, near where the village of Hull 
now stands. ''''itb our present facilities for travel we cannot re­
alize, even in imagination, the bardships endured by those early 
settlers; the weary canoe and boat voyages, the frequent porta­
ges, the doubtful character of the Indians, for it will be recollec­
ted tbat scarcely thirty years had elapsed since the time when the 
daring and a,tute Indian Chief Puntiac bad banded the hostile 
tribes of Aborigines against Britisb Power, and had all but anni­
hilated it, with every circumslance of savage barbarity attendant 
on Indian warfare in Canada. Then callie the losses by fire, that 
scourge of the early settler, and tlie discouragement consequent Oil 

short and scanty crops; but through all these the energy, ,kill and 
strong will of the fuunder carried llim triumpllantly. The events 
of the War of the French Rerolution bad shaken society in Europe 
to its centre, anu not only overturned Established Religion and 
Government, but also thorollghly revolutionized commerce. The 
Baltic, and the countries bordering thereon, were closed to Eng­
li,h merch~ndi~e. Already the want of timber and hemp began 
to be felt by tile chief Naval Power oftbe world, and at this point 
the almost forgotten anu obscure colony stepped fonrard, to belp 
the country \Vhich h~d ;)cquired possession thereof by right of con­
que.,t. The hour and the occasion bad arrired, and the man \Vas 
there, to take au vantage of both. It i~ probable that ;\Ir. \Yright, 
in his many tl ip" to 1\lontreal and Quebec must hare been llIade 
aware of the increasing demand for Timber, and for its scarcely 
less imporlant (in the then state of naval affairs,) adjunct, hemp. 
At all events, he set himself diligently to supply both. His suc­
cess wilh the latter necessarily terminated witb the general Peace 
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in 1815, but the trade created by his enterprise in the former, 

ba~ been still increasing, and is the basis on which the commercial 

pro~perity of Canada is established. 

E great events are to be marked as the epochs on which the 

history of a country is founded, Canada has already Three re­
markable periods to chronicle. The fii'st is her early settlement, 
the second bel' transfer to Great Britain, and the tbird the com­
mencement of the Lumber Trade. Previous to the de\'elopment 
of th"l: rwLie, tbe ccnditi(lO of tbis PrO"iince ml5 llIiserable in the 
extrpme. \Yithout trade. without nw\,ufadures, its agricultural 

products YJI'YP not more tban tbe 'ic~,nty popui:ltion could conslIme; 
a'!:: it is w:thi,) tbe memory of p<ople still living, that tbe provisions 
for t;J(~ troop" quartered in this "rovl1lce, were actually i!llported 
[""m Ell:~,lalHJ. Nor is tbe time so far tiistant when the /l; I ties of 
rinl Fur Traders were I'roduetive of more rcal blood~bed than 
tj,%e of Il, ' people Il1,d nation beyond our fl',,):1 ill', and eqli<:lly 
wllhout 'lie control of the Exeeuti\'e Government. Tl!~ enter­
pr:,,; tb,l! Li"-IU::;iJt tbe first raft from the FCI'c,,(s of the C:IJwa has 

changed ;,!I j bi:" and metamorrho~ed tue coulilry from IJci:lg tbe 
haunts of sange bea,ts, and sCarcely le,;s sapge men, into a bive 

of lthlll« 'T allll enterprl"'~' "nth a rapidly Gev"!opil,s cmnmnce, 
and a ClIrI'''''llOndi!lg mauufacturrng intere.,t. \\-LE:n the dio:·t lime 

in I',bidl li:;s (~llange hel', been brGught "bout is taken ;"C0 account, 
some 'lstotidunCill will no doubt be 'I!'lI;ifested, but tlJe ""due ol'the 
age[,t "ill be thereby con~iJcrably enhancd. 

Tbe da"'n of the UtI! of June, 180G, saw the villa~l: of 'Hull 
ali7(' I',',"h c);c!tement, wLile the cliA-s opi,u,l!e, on wbich the Legis­
lative Palaces are now built, and tb~ vdlole :clte of tbe eal,;I:.] of 

Cand,Ju, repo""d neneatb Ih ddrk fringe of Pine aml Ceuars, lJO­

tr)IJ':I!»ci by the band of Ill,'!!. A great e\'(,lll in the bi;':(1) y of 

tna! Iii de l;,olated comll!ulIity was to come off, amI if the veil of 
futurity could be ;,iHced, a ~reat event in the history of tile Pro­

Vince. The first Raft ever floated down the Ottawa, rode at its 
moorings in tlle mouth of tbe g~eat tributary, the Gatineau, and it 

was the event of seeing it gd under way for its adventurous voy­
age, that caused thi~ excitement amongst I he quiet villagers. More 

than tbis, it may be supposed that n:any anxious hearts marked its 
departure; for the mysteries of the great river; its eddies, rapids 

and cascades were as yet imperfectly known, bllt the venture was 
successful, and before nine years had elapsed, the Lumber Trade 

of the Ottawa was an established fact. There are many gentle-
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men now connected with this Trade, whose experience dates from 
the periotl mentioned; and most of those engaged therem have 
been personally acquainted with its founder, the late Col. \Vright, 
From the 11th of June, ] 806, till the first legal recognition of this 
Trade, uuring the Administration of the Earl Dalhou~ie, in 18:23, 
by the imposition of a Timber Duty on Exportation, there are now 
no authentic records. The valuable papers belongIng to the 
"'right family, in connexion with this Trade, are of too personal 
and private a character, to l"Iarrant their publication for many 
years to come; but it IS to be hoped that those in I~bose hanus 
tbey reIB:lin will preserve them carefully, so tlmt the future histo­
rian may not be ~t a loss for facts of such importance as those 
papers contain. Between the commencement of this Trade anu 
its fir~t recognition as a fiscal element, during a period of "ixteell 
years, a good many atlve nturous spirit'S crowded into it. :\131'l' 
lalvless acts were committed, and the strong arm of mi6ht wac, 
often more freely invoked than the requirements of justice uemand­
ed. The manufactllfes connecteu with tbe Trade "'~re then ir. 
their inf.ln"y, and the mode of constructing a raft so rude, as tc 
astonioh the n:Higator 011 the comparatively lII€ch3nical eUllstn,c·­

tion of the present day. Y\-IJf'1l it is understood that the mooring 
apparatu" which is nOll' as complicated anu 1I10danised as in a 
goodly merchant ~hip of GOO tons burthen, "as then represented 
by wooden anchors and Withe cables, some idea 11/3 y be forme': 
of the dilliculties attending tbe na"igation to Quebec; anL! the total 
absence of any propelllllg power, beyond tbat 3ri,in~ froll1 the cur­
rents, the winds, anu the arms and oars of the raft's crew, will 
explain the reason why two seasons were frequently consumed in 
a trip whir h is nolV generally made in four weeks, and It is !lOW 

no extraordinary occurrence to have the rafts from Lake Temis­
camingue, at Quebec early in July, having traversed a distance of 
600 miles, from tbe last days of April. The woouen ancbors 
spoken of as used in the early lIays of tbe Lumber Trade, were 
made of Oak, shaped something ill the form of a grappling iron, 
with large chain withes passed through the different forks, encircling 
a stone of such dimensions as was deemeu sufficient to answer the 
purpose, and could be bandIed. Tbis stone was secured withilJ 
the [O,.](S allll the chain \Vitbe~, by interwearing other smaller witbes 
of suffiCIent dimensions to secure tbe same, thus continuing until 
connecting with the main withe cable; and it is affirmed, that 
they answered e,ery purpose to the rafts of those early times) 

c 
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tbat tbeir more durable and powerful successors now serve. The 
next great event in the history of tbe Staple Trade was the erec­
tion of slides at and above Ottawa. When the Lumber opera­
tions extended above the city, in the early period of the history of 
this Trade, the mode by which the great Falls of tbe Chaudiere 
were p3.ssed was by floating the Pine Timber, at high water, 
down throngh tbe little Chaudiere, on the ::';outh side of the Ottawa, 
until entering the large bay at Le Breton's Flat above the Chau­
diere Falls; from thence the cribs were towed by a rope amI 
snubbed round a small eudy, until tbrown into the current of water 
leading to the Southern edge of the Chaudiere Falls. Without 
this precaution, two-tbirds of the Timber would have taken the 
directIon of the lost channel, passing over the Falls into the great 
cavern near tbe VictorIa Foundry, from whence it could not have 
been removed, until low water, and only then with great extra 
expense. Pine cribs tbus passing the Falls were broken up, the de­
tached pieces being caught by a boom, extenueu from the lower end 
of Victoria I,land to the main shore, and re-rafted for tbe Quebec 
market. All cribs of heavy floating Timber, and Staves, that 
could not be secured by the boom, were broken up in the bay above 
the Falls, urawn past by oxen, etc., and re-rafted. \Nhen in low 
water, tbis channel was impassible, the cribs were run over the 
little Cbaudiere, through the lYIast cbannel, falling down with the 
current, untIl passing the reef extendillg from the Island abo,'e the 
Kettle, thence rounding the said reef, were made fast to the 
I,land, where two men with a birch canoe, could place 
the crib in the be,t position to pass through the Big 
Kettle, returning with the canoe for another, and so on, 
until tbe whole raft was passed. At this pitch of water it was 
necessary to boom the Ottawa River from tbe point at the Hull 
Lanuing, to the point above the present steamboat wharf, Ottawa, 
where they re-rafted for Quebec market. These facilities for 
trade were tbe inventIOn of the present Ruggles -Wright, E~q., of 
that Village, the son of the founder of the Trade, and were the 
first ever built to facilitate the descent of Cribs. In Switzerland 
and Sweden, single stick slides had existed for a long time, but the 
construction of one of sufficient capacity to carry through a Crib, 
was reserved for the development of a trade of corresponding mag­
nitude. The first of tbose slides was constructed by Mr. Wright, 
in the year 1829, and another by the late George Buchanan, Esq" 
on the South side of the Ottawa, where the Government slides 
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nolV ;,tand, in the year 183:2. The ,lides at the Chats were built 
in the same order by the same parties; \Yright's, which V7ere \ery 
little used, in 1845, and Buchanan's, !lOW Government property, 
in tbe same year. Tbose at tbe Calumet "vere con~tructed in 181,5, 
untl tbose at Des J oacbim still bter. A!lotber important event 
111 tile management of the trade lVas the substitution of the prese!lt 
system of letting Timber Bertlls. Pre\'ious to IS;:'!), the method 
obtained was to grant ;\ License for wbatever quantity of Land 
was applid for, the Limit holtler being simply chargetl a duty on 
tbe Timber brought to markd. After that period, a Ground 
Rent of two shillings and sixpence per acre, was charged additional, 
with a proriso to pre\'cnt monopoly, of baling the aforesaid rent 
increase in geometrical proportion, each year that the Lilnits lVere 
unoccupied. It is helu by those best acquainted with tile trade, 
that this regulation has tbe effect of stimulating o.er protluction. 
The establishment of a SupefYisor's Office, by wllich ti,e Lumber 
corning to Quebec could be mea;,ureu anu culled, occurred in 1847. 
Both this measure, and that of the Limit sptem, as it now 
stands, are due to the exertions of the innntor of the slides. 
The next important regulation connected with tbe trade, was 
promulgated in 1859, by the famous en blue Ordinance, wbich 
threatens its ultimate extillction. Such is the brief Ilistory of the 
rise and progress of a traffic of .ast importance to tbe interests of 
this Province, and its bearings on the fiscal, comlllercial,and mau­
ufacturing intere;,ts thereof, will be conceded witbout question. 

Of the other portions of tbe Province which fUflJi,11 a supply of 
Timber for European markets, tbe principal, are tile ;"Igul'uay, 
the ~t. Maurice, and tbe Trent \-31Ieys, but it is limited in qU3n­
tity, alld will never attain the dimensions oftbe trade oCtile Ottawa. 

The commercial importance of Canada ma)' be dalld from tbe 
day on which the first raft descended the Ottawa l~il'cr; and its 
manufacturiug pre-eminence will be attained \\ hen tile 111',t \'e"el 
ascends tbat stream to carry the protluce of its Fore,ls to Quebec. 
A migllty rerelution in the COlllllltrCe of C"uada liaS L",II ef­
fected by the del'elopmclIt of tllis trade, alll! it is d,",lillcu to pro­
duce one of ;,till greater maglJitllue. 

The Lumber TraJe of Canada i, its only J\'ailable staple, and 
is drawn principally from tlio,e Di,tricts reftrred to. ComnwlI­
eing mth that of tile :"~guenJy, it occlIl'ies an area of :27,000 
square miles along tbe I'alll'y of that Rirer, wbicll i, na.ig;able for 
large ships for a distance of 75 lJIiles from itsjuDction wilh the St. 
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Lawrence. It furnishes several thousand tons of sawed Lumber 
yeady, and employs a number of square-rigged vessels. Next in 
point of size, is the St. Maurice territory; its area is about 21,000 
superficial miles, and it is said to contain a vast ~upply of Timber. 
Tbe trade on the St. Maurice is limited to the production of sawn 
Lumber and saw logs. The country drained by the Trent, and 
it, tributaries, does not exceed 6,000 square miles of area, and its 
supply of ~quarc timber has not much exceeded 2,000,000 cubic ft. 
per annum. From settlement, and other causes, this latter dis­
trict "'ill 50011 be worked out, so tbat as an element of prouuc1ion, 
~:s far a~ the gl'C3t Staple Trade is coneemed, it is not of as much 
imrortance as the St. Maurice or Saguenay. The area drained 
by the Ottawa H.iver and its tributaries, is about 77,000 superfi­
cial miles. Of this vast space, probably 11,000 miles are IInder the 
influence of settlement, and of the remaining 66,000 miles, 11,500 
mort are occupied by the manurac!urers of Lumber; consequently, 
tbere yet remains M',800 square miles of territory, of which very 
tittle is known. To tbis must be added some 7,00Q square miles 
uetween the \\" estern waters of the Ottawa and the Georgian Day, 
and 4,000 square miles for. the space in continuation thereof, to 
the North of French River, and there is a total available area of 
65,500 square miles, from which the future Staple Trade of this 
Province must be urawn. Of this Immense area, probably one­
~cw'(b, or 17,000 square miles is good arable land, the remainder 
eminently adapted for Forest purposes, IS rich also in mineral 
wealth, and if judiciou,ly developed, cannot fail to supply to this 
Province its natural deficiencies in mineral fuel, anu to create a 
manufacturing inl?rest which shall take the chief rank on the 
American continent. The vast extent of country covered by those 
Pine Forests, from which tbe Staple Trade of Canada is drawn, 
is pierced in Hery direction by what may not inaptly be called a 
network of water ways. Tbe tributaries of the Ottawa, mo,t of 
them considerable rivers, are very numerous, and derived, as tbey 
are said to be, from a system of waters connecting Lake St. J oho, 
the Lead waters of the Saguenay, on the North East, including 
those of the St. Maurice, and terminating in the Eources of the 
Ottawa on the North West. Thus the country to the N orlh of 
the River is one large island, or rather a series of islands, pierced 
in every direction by streams of considerable magnitude, some of 
them over 300 miles in length; while the South presents the ex­
traordinary spectacle of a series of streams running parallel to the 
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main Ilirer, from their sources, which in some cases is over IS) 
miles, to within a short diotance of the point of junction, ",here 
they generally make a sharp turn to tbe :\ orth, ano joiil tlie Ot­
talVa at right angles to il;; course. As a general rule, the Physi­
cal aspect of tbe country, so oituated, is ill strict accordance with 
tbe conuilion, necessary for the uerelopment of 110 system of in­
ternll waters. On tbe NortIi side of tbe T~iver, the numerous 
tribu13ri!", 11nd tbeir lVay tbro:lgh the spurs of the Apalachian 
cbain 01 mountai'ls, and take their rise in a curious depression be­
tween the skirts of those spurs anu the water shed of tbe Hudson's 
Bay Territory. ~uch of them as hare been explored to their 
true source, sllOlV that the 'I,ace di\-iJing the water system of the 
Ottawa Yalley, and those str~ams which run Into the Arctic 
Ocean, is of vel')' small extent; indeed in one instance, thy ap­
proac h so closely tllat tile Hudson's Bay Company have carned 
their supplies for tbe Forts about Temiscarningue from York Fac­
tory, up some of the streams falling into James' Bay, and down the 
head waters of the Ottawa. As a consequence of all tbis, the 
country is rugged and broken in the extreme, alternating between 
fertile valleys, bare and sterile bill tops, barren sands, and beauti­
ful level meadows; the latter generally of small extent, and rather 
rare occurrence. On tbe South ,.ide, the character of the country 
is essentially ,IItTerent, except to'~arcls the sources of tbe princiPll 
streams, its general characteristics are those belonging (0 a com­
paratively level country; the soil in Inany cases ricb and fruitful 
in others light, again rocky, sandy and blrren. On tbe wbole, 
there is much more arable land on the South side of the river, in 
proportion to its area, than on [he North. Its geolo;,;>:al dJaracter 
may be de,cribed on the North :J.S belonging almo~t wbolly to the 
Syenitic formation; while on the South the Trenton Limestone 
pr(!vails to the dil-iding sUlllmit between tbe Otta,va water oystem 
amI Lake Iiuron. A euriou,> fact connected n'ith ih physical ge­
ography, 8nd one which will exerci-,,-, no ordinary influence on the 

. future developmellt of its trade, is the navigable character of its 
streams, and tbe small elev:ltion of the rid:,;", wbich divide them 
from the na vigable lVate~s fallin~ into Lake Huron ancl James' 

Bar· 
:::iuch is tbe country from whicb tbe Staple Trade of Canada is 

dralVn, and the mode in which it is produced is well ,yortl,y the 
attention of the people of this Province, because, on its ,uccl'"ful 

prosecution, the future prosperity, commercially and in a manu-
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facturing point of view, of those people depends. As the whole 
trade is under the direction of the Governor General and Execu­
tive Council, the power to cut Timber on waste lands of the 
Crown must be ;ought by application through a series of routine­
not at all times clearlv defined. Of this system, and its consequen­
ces, due notice shall· be taken, when the political bearings of the 
trade come to be considered. At present, it is enollgh to assume 
that the Lumber l\Ianufadurer has procured his LIcense, which 
gener"lly corers from 50 to 100 square miles of territory. The 
next proceeding is to send men to the Limir, under an experienced 
foreman, whose duty it is to clear sufficient land for a farm capa­
ble of yielding oats, potatoes and hay, for the necessary establish­
ment, which will consist of probably twenty horse~., ten or twelve 
oxen, and, if carried on with proper e<.:onorny, a corresponding 
number of at bel' cattle, for the ~upply of fresh heef and general 
farm purposes. The building of the necessary chant1;ers is also a 
work of consider, ble labour; tbose constructions being often sixty 
feet in lengtb, by tbirty feet in width, built of trunks of trees, 
notched together aX tbe corners, and roofed wilh wooden scoops, in 
the form oflbe letter C, tlVO laid side by side, on the back of the let­
ter as it were, with the opening upwards; and the opening of the 
third placed o,er tbe junction of the f'uges, so as to gire the whole 
the external appearance of tbose corrugated tiled roofs, so common 
in English cottages. A large opening is generally left in the top, 
for tbl:' escape of the smoke, around which is built a wooden, or in 
some ca,cs, a clay chimney Slack. The lllmates \ are berthed in 
bunks or shelves, along the walls, tier over tier, and a more jolly, 
merry set neHr gathered rour.d the enormous fires which [Ire kept 
up witllOut intermissiGn. There may be three or four of those 
chantiers within one Limit, the number depending, in a great 
mea~lIre, on the quantity of TImber to be got out. The otaff of 
e\"erv cltantier is represented hy the cook, a mosi indispensable 
per.,Gnage, a clerk, and the bos, or foreman. The duties of each 
of those functionaries is suggt,ted by tbeir official tilles, but a great 
deal of responsibility is thrown upon tbe cook. His knowledge 
of his duty, or tbe want of ii, may result in great advantage to his 
employer, or disastrous loss. 'fhis will be understood, when it is 
kno,yn tbat a barrel of pork worth $18 at Ottawa, is full value 
for $30 at tbe mouth of the Matawan, 190 miles abon that city. 

Ha\"ing built the principdl chantier, and the necessary stables 
of the establisillnenn~, tbe next duty is to prospect for the Timber 
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necessary to employ tbe men, during the incoming season. 
\Vbite Pine does not grolV in one dense and interminable Forest , 

over the whole locality where it is to be found-it grows in de­
tached groves, frequently of a felV trees, and again, composed 
of many hundreds; neither in the groves where it is to be found, 
are all the trees capable of being converted into what is known as 
marketable Timber. ,Vhat is understood by the latter term may 
be taken in a general sense, as designating straight, clean Pine, 
free from knots, that will square twelve inches for forty-five feet 
of its length; and it is to be particularly noticed, that tbi~ splendid 
Timber must be hewed to a perfect face, and sbarp edge througb­
out. 

1Yhen the necessary quan:ity has been prospected, (an operation 
by the way, requiring much skill, and correct local knowledge) 
the next operation is to improve whatever streams may be leading 
from the Liruits to the malll rirer, to cut rc ads from the different 
groves to the nearest streams, where the Timber may be floated 
out in Spring; to bridge, improve, and otherwise render availdble, 
the natural featul es of the locality where tbe operations may be 
carried on. This b.borious operation is necessarily attended lVith 
great expense, frequently ranging frolll £500 to £5,000, before a 
stick of Timber can be taken off the Limit. Ha\-ing completed 
these necessary preliminaries, which frequently include the building 
of two or three subordinate dlantlerS; the work of felling, hewing, 
and preparing the Timber for the Spring operations are commen­
ced. Each gang is divided into hewers, liners, scorers, horse 
and ox teamsters. The scorers fell the Timber marked out by 
the foreman; the liners direct and perform tbe lIrst operation of 
squaring the prostrate giant of the Forest. The scorers ha,ing 
reduced ~he tree to tbe rough square block, to be perfected by 
the craftsmen of tbe traue-the hewers-with the broad axe, who 
reduce the surface of the scored sides to as true and level an uni­
formity as if they were planed. The duty of the scorers is to cut 
checks in the tree, as deep as the lines, at intervals of two to 
thirteen feet apart. These checks are like the letter V, and are 
generally performed by a few blows of the axe, in the direction 
of the diameter of the tree; three or four longitudinal strokes being 
sufficient to detach tbe block between any tlVO spaces. It is by no 
means uncommon wages for a good hewer to receive $30 to $50 
per month, witb rations; a liner, $20 to $:25 ; and a scorer, S [8 
to $22. The teamsters are men generally constantly employed 



24 

by the manufacturers, amI their wages are fully as high as the 
scorers. A cook is often engaged at $32 per month. Having 
squared and pointed both ends of the sticks of Timber, it is now 
ready to be removed to the roll-ways, a platform in some conre­
nient open space, where tbe Timber can be laid ur', free from the 
chance of being corered with snolV, and where it will be conre­
niently placed for drawing out on the ice, in the months of J anu­
ary, February and March. In this operation of laying up Timber, 
as it is technically called, much damage is done to the young Tim­
ber hy ha ring it cut down for bedding pieces, anll other inferior 
purposes-but as this is clearly the fault of the tenure under which 
the Limits are held, it shall be considered when the management 
of our public Forests are described. After having delil'ered the 
Timber on the ice, if the limits are near enough to the Otta IVa 

I~iHT, and the sticks placed on its surface, the operation of raft­
ing is commenced, as soon as the ice hegins to break. It consists 
of placing the best amI straightest pieces of Timber side by side, 
between two pieces of Pine, gcnNally fifteen or sixteen inches in 
diameter, and of the full length of the pieces destined to form the 
crib. These side l,ieces are about twenty-two feet npart, and are 
connected by tranr:,es, securely pegged down to tbem at interrals 
of ,ix or eight feet aport, forming on the whole a raft of twenty­
four feet in width, and forty to sixty feet long. As no attach­
ments whatever are fixed in the Squared Pine, the tendency of 
those pieces forming the body of the crib, to rise and throlV the 
whole structure out of water, is counterbalanced by placing load­
ing pieces, as they are called, across the traverses, so that the 
additional weight keeps tbe crib in equilibrium. Tbe Timber is 
not confined at tbe ends, and in the descent of rapids ur slides, it 
is no uncommon thing to see the bottom pieces gracefully decline 
keep1l1g company any longer with the crew, or loading sticks, and 
illustrating the story of tbe renowned Robin Hood, and the Friar 
of Fountindale, by IIltimating " Now take thy chance my fine fel­
" 101V, I'll carry thee no more; either to the bottom sink, or safely 
" swim ashore." If the Timber has to be hauled out on any ot 
the tributaries, it is merely placed in such a position as will. enable 
It to be floated off with the first Spring freshet, and then commen­
ces what may truly be said to be the exciting time of the Lumber 
;,Ianufacturer's life. In some few cases, valuable Timber has been 
left in the beds of the smaller streams, from want of 'Sufficient rain, 
or suffiCient skill to take advantage of the hydraulic power at com-



mand; but the larger ones more commonly suffer under a plelhOTll 
of that element, than a scarcity. This IS the case especiaTIj on 
the South side, where from the rising of the waters, and the very 
injudicious manner in which briages have been thrown across so~ 
of the principal rivers, the Lumber producers were obliged to d~ 
stray those structures. From the paucity of settlement, tbis ha~ 
not occurred on the North side. The operation of driving ~ 
fatiguing, dangerous, and unpleasant in the extreme. 'Yith watt,.!! 
of an icy temperature, and constant immersio~l therein, frow 1ne 

first gleams of a cold April or May llay, to the last fading hour.; 
of night, with the desperate and dangerous serrice of freeing .ial1l~~ 
the life of a raftsman is by no mealls as pleasant at it would a('pE-;;;.r 

to a superficial observer. At some of the lIllimprovell P3riS of1b!1: 
River, tbese jams are fearful llrawbacks to the trade. A 31idi 

swingin;r on a rock may be caught by the llext in oescent) rJ::Jd 
boisted lip, so as to form as it were, a ]Joint ,l'appui, frolI) ,,"l,ic 1) 
a mass of Timber, interlaced in every possible form, ano elerat€{1 
by the hydraulic power which itself hell'S to create, IS rai5H< t·") 

obstruct the descent of the remainuer. 'Ibis I113SS is gcncrafly ])£:,11 

by one or two sticks, and the service of danger in choppIng tL,-t 
in pieces bas cost more than one gallant fellow bis life. To fa­

cilitate the descent of tbose streams. men must be stationed a~ 

those points where the ed~ies of the current, or natural all· (r'H;­

tions are likely to retain the Timber, and their duty i, to keel' il 
free, by forcing every sep.arate stick which touches, off tbe 3~!al­

lows or banks, and keeping them in the current. Large Lo,)::!)." 

are con~tructed at the mouth of each river, in which the Timher 
is caught, identified by its owner's peculiar marks, and rafted in 
the manner before de~cribed. Some of tbe tributaries naT!' 

works erected on them by Government, but ruost of thEIn' ()'I'f~ 

their efficiency to private enterprise. Each raft consists of 70 iJ:\ 

80 cribs, and contains from 75,000 to 100,000 cubie feet of Tim­
ber, exclusive of the floats and traverses. 

From the mouth of the Matawan to the foot of Des J 0;) :him 
Rapids, the rafts have to be broken into cribs and re ·rafted; "" 
Deux Ri ver, Roc her Capitaine, and at the Slides at Des J oacbim 1 
below that at the Allumette, where they run bands, and at Pa­
quette's R~pids, Calumet SlIdes, includlDg Portage du Fort, 
Chats, Chaudiere, at this city, at the Long Sault, at GreD'Yille; 
and through the Little River. From Portage du Fort doWli­
"ards to the head of hie Jesus, they enJoy the benefit of steam 

D 
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power, as a means of propulsion, and this privilege is also obtai?ed 
betlveen Des Joachim and the head of the Des Allumette Rapids. 
From the foot of the Boute de L'Isle to Quebec, the rafts are 
towed by lug steamers, and considerable loss is sometimes sustained 
in this part of the route by storms, especially in Lake St. Peter~ 
This Lake was famous, in tbe early history of the trade, for the loss 
and dalll~ge sust::lined thereon, and has furnished a subject for the 
pencil of more than one landscape painter. 

The rafts generally begin to reach the city of Ottawa towards 
the lIl:dJle of the lI10llth of May, and tbe last is usually down be­
fore the middle of September. 

On tbe arriral of tillS Timber at Quebec, it is put into booms, 
for the i,urposes of inspection and sale. If sold, It is generally 
di',po,cd of as measured orr in the raft, or subject to closer scru­
tiny, by wljich all culls are returned to the manufacturer. The 
inspection and surrey, as the measurement is called, are generally 
perfol'llled by the oflicers of the Supef\'isor of Cullers, a Govern­
ment establishment, v'pecially provided for this purpose. It is 
then ;,h:ppeu and stowed by men called Stev€dores, who make a 
profe,,,iolJ of this business, and sometime, band together to COI11-

pel extraragant wages. The vessels principally ia the trade are 
barque, oi six to seven hundred tons register, and will generally 
stow 750 to 960 tons of Timber. The average voyage out and 
in, occupy eight to twelve weeks; and the loss of life or property 
are by no means such as to warrant the high rate of Insurance 
charges on tbis navigation. In preparing the Timber for shipping, 
a Jo,s of fully four per cent. of tbe whole material is suffered, from 
the Jlecessity for butting, or cutting off the ends which become 
partially damaged by the descent of the various rapids; and, on 
very many occasions, a further loss is experienced, by the neces­
sity for fe-hewing a portIon of the Timber which has sustained in­
jury in its descent. TillS explains the reason why the pieces are 
pomted at tbe ends, which is necessary to prevent abrasion or splin­
tering. The people-of Quebec benefit to some extent by these ope­
ratIOns, but far the greater part is allowed to encumber the bottom 
of the noble harbour, and its various coves, to the serious detriment 
of its uses as anchorage ground. 

During the last season, the Ottawa country furnished 13,784,977 
cubic feet of White Pine; 2,632,938 cubic feet of Red Pine and ., 
239,213 cubic feet of other Timber, principally Oak, Tamarack, 
&.c. It also furnished 2] 9,534 standard saw logs, at 28 cubic ft. 
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10 the log, maklllg 6,136,952 cubic feet, or a total of 23,794,080 
cubic feet. 

The raftsmen are a hardy and orderly class, composed in a great 

measure of French Canadians, lrish and Scotchmen-well paid 

and wt'll fed. From their kno"ledge of wood craft, they would 

form a most efficient army corps, if ever the country should neeu 

their serrices. Their provi'lons consist of pork, bread, potatoes, 

beef, tea, and molasses,-without stint. Large quantities of pease 

.are also consume.! in the manufacture of that standing dish in all 

chantiers-pec. ,oup. The order of the day is rude, plellty, and 

unrestrained hospitality. As a class, there is no portlon of the 

community \1'ho live as well or fare better. The foregoing de­

scription applies only to the manufacturers of Squal eli Timber. 

There is yet another class whose enterprise and energy has e"jab­

lished the nucleus at that manufacturing power wInch IS destined 

to transfer to Cc;n3dian hands the conversion ofthe raw r:laterial of 

the vI/estern and Southern States into their respective m311dJc(u­

red products. 

The manufactu,ers of Sawn Lumber, have, in a,]Jition (0 tbe 

outlays described, as requisite for the production of t::qlElred Till1-

ber, the ajdilional innstment of the buildings and rnadincry, ne­

cessary to carryon their business. As regards the prodlldior: of 

crude ma(e;"iaI 1 their expenses are not so great, because tIle only b­

bour 10 be performed in their case is to cut tI"e logs into sllch 

lengths as tllay be ueemed adyisable-in general twelrc ftd; and 

this circutllst:Jnce renders less attention to their Jesccr;( along, the 

streams necessary, so that they are all collected within tile booms 

at a certain time, it does not seem to matter in what oruer they 

arrive. Some of the parties engaged in this particJbr brancll of 

the tDde derive a good portion of their supplies from private sour­

ces; others are obliged to maintain expensil'e e,tablislllllcnts, silll­

ilar in every respect to t!J05e of the other branch of the trade, but, 

from the absellce of liners and hewers, less expen:-ire. 

On the Ottawa and its tr:butaries, t!Jere are the manufacturing es­

tablishments of G. \V. U~borne, at Pori age du Fort; the mills of the 

late J. Egan, at the Chats; l\Tt'ssrs. Pattee, Perley & Co., Hams, 

Bronson 8(' Co., Young & Co., Baldlvin & Co" at the Ckuuiere ; 

and l\Iesssrs. Currier, anu l\lcLaren & Co., at tbe Riue~u, in this 

city. Abo, the establishments of the i\'Ic5srs. GIlmour & Co., on the 

Gatineau; Eaton & Co., on the Blanche; Thompson, Brothers, 

on the Rirer Aux LielTe; and the Hawkesbury l\Iills, the property 
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oI1the Hon. J obn Hamilton, at Hawkesbury. These are all large 
establishments, employing a great number of hands every season, 
~apable ofmanuf.acturing an immense amount of Lumber-and sup­
plied with machinery of the most elaborate description. 
H~ l'il12· described the Lumber trade, as far as its production and 

manufact~re are concerned, it nolV remains to notice its peculiar 
"tahLe to this Prol'ince, and the contrast between the present condi­
iif.lliJ..of Canadian trade and the traffic carried on at the commence­
ment of tbe present century. 

·T~ht ll&t.urn of vessels entering at the Port of Quebec, in the year 
ES05,f>hoIVS 1he number to be 146; of a freight capacity equal to 
:2G,I36 tons. In tbe year 1859, there arril'ed at the same Port, 970 
~essels, manned by 17,04.6 men, and of a freigbt capacity equal to 
510,~IS+ tons; while there cleared from the same Port, 1,051 
\'essels, manned by 17,834. men, with a capacity of 539,135 tons 
-a.nd the gross total to all Ports of the Province, Tnland and Sea 
Ports, pntered according to the Custom I-louse Returns, was 
17,4·17 \·essels inwards, and 16)99 vessels outward bound; with 
a to~mage of +, H:2,606 tons inwards, and 4,175,957 tons outward, 
making a grand total of 8,318,563 tons-difference of traffic in a 
little o~er half a century as astounding under ordlllary circumstan­
c,c;. as any oth~r of the woneerful changes brought about by the 
de,elopment of this trade. Compared with the trade of the Pro­
vince in 1805, it is hardly possihle to imagine any increase so re­
:~.;...r.koJ.ble. It is to be borne in mind that the whole trade '.It that 
period ;vas our import trade, and that the number of vessels inclu­
de;': Troop Sbips and Ships of "War. The a~erage tonnage of 
e;l.cb !Vas only 172 tons, while the capacity of the vessels of the 
l::!.tt-er period averaged nearly 530 tons. The ralue of the ex­
)lorIs in 1859 was $24,765,981; of the imports, ~;33,555,161, 
makirrg a total 0[858,322,142; on which a duty of $4,4..37,846.12 
"1'<'1, levied. Oftllis sum, $9,663,962 was tbe produce of the 
Po·.es\. alone, and the value uf the ships built at Quebec, 8421,566. 
If t-o tll[s is added, 84·87,231, the produce of ~anufactures indu­
ced by this Lumber trade, we have a total sum equal to 
-~, 10,572,759. To this must be added the money left in the 
P'lIvince, for labour in loading the vessels engaged in this service, 
and the l'rovisions supplied to the crews; and the f.lIowance for 
!ull frei.ght of the ships built in the Province; as well as the dis­
bursements on tug steamers, barges, and other vessels engbged in 
this trade, with the United Stales, and there will be a total of 
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probably $2,000,000, to be added to the above sum, which will 
make it equal to $12,572,759; or over 21 per cent. of the whole 
trade of the Province, and more than one-half of the value of Its 
exports_ In ]805, the probable value of the whole traue of Canada 
would he $260,000. 

In the year 1823, the first duty was levied 0:.1 Timber in Can­
aua; and it was at the sugl!;estion of Alexanuer McDonnell, Esq., 
of Sand Point, that this trade was subjected to fiscal regulations 
-his own connexion with It dating back to 1817. The object of 
thus placing it under the Customs of the country was to give it 
such legal protectIOn as would enable those engaged in the trade 
to invest their money with at least a semblance of Government 
countenance and protection. The duty on Timber was levied 
during the Administration of Earl Dalhousie, and as it does not 
appear to have been thought of sufficient-consequence, we have no 
returns of the sums collected before 1826, and in that year the 
revenue appears to have exceeded in amount the whole revenue 
of the Province 30 years prevIously. The Revenue collected 
since tben, appears by the following table :-

1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
]830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
]839 
1840 
184] 
18-12 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 

Slide Dues. Ground Rent. Saw Logs. Re\"CllUe colll:'(~le<l 

$28264 
26440 

Oll the Ottawa. 
$1061:2 

1:3'22ti 
19792 
18594 
33530 
40090 
2-1,·H4 
26553 
28290 
54067 
57209 
53260 
57793 
62528 
79606 
80702 

137588 
86::182 
95392 

137505 
146908 
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SlIde Dues. Ground Rent. Saw Logs, Revenue collected 
on Ihe Ottawa. 

1847 23965 132889 
1848 20022 93763 
1849 21321 ....... 92117 
1850 22862 91221 
1851 23554 $7060 $8070 110998 
]852 29912 10969 13725 143351 
1853 28844 145M 18833 14<8090 
1854 28888 19686 26403 184718 
1855 284.50 22215 19143 ] 50368 
1856 3'2269 24414 19221 167313 
1857 35934 21119 23278 197514 
1858 27936 22119 21162 156800 
1859 33724, 19667 34007 ]82850 
]860 44417 22904 44147 203540 

1861 49(j60 19008 42474, 219533 
This tabJe shows prolllinently periods at which great flllctuation 

occured in the course of this trade, and on investigation, we shall 
find tltat tbis is owing to three causes-fiscal arrangements in 

Great Britain; reduction of the rate of freight, by commETcial 
aberntion; or increased tacilities to enable Timber to reach its 
market. 

The first of those remarkable movements occurred in 1835, 
when the duty suddenly rose from $28,290 in the previous year, 
to S54,067. Tbe llext was in 1842, when it rose from $80,702 
in the prerious year, to $137,588; and the next was in 1845, 
when it rose from 805,392 in 1844, to $137,505. In 1846 it 
was at $146,908, but it fell to $96,763 in 1848. It continued 
depressed till 1850, when it had reached $91,22], but in 1851 it 
,'Vas at $110,998, and it bas steadily increased ever since. 

Commerce, as a general rule, is subject to periodical fluctua­
tions, and of course this trade forms no exception; but the true 
explanation of those now detailed is to be found in the fact that 
while its producLon in this country was trammelled by a series of 
regulations framed for the most part by people totally ignorant of 
its wants, or bearing on the interests of the Province, it was sub­
ject in England to fiscal regulations, continually varying with the 
policy of the Chancellor of the Exchequer for tbe time bein,::, and 
invariably adapted to suit the theory of the moment, without any 
reference to the interests of the people most concerned. If this 
evil had been met by corresponding measures of encouragement 
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• in tbis Province, the people would have reaped more real advanta­
ges from this traffic than they have yet experienced, but the fatal 
policy of making it subservient to emigration, crippled the trade in 
its infancy, and still hang~ like a mill-stone around its neck. The 
Impetus to the trade in 1835 is to be traced to the high productive 
duty in fa\'our of Colonial Ti.mber, then imposed in Great Britain, 
and to the cotabhshment of regular tug uoats on the St. Lawrence, 
as well as th!;! facilities afforded by works of impronment on the 
Ottawa River. The cause of the extraordinJry fluctuation from 
18-1,2 to the present, may be understood by the folio lying state­
ment: " On 10th October, 1842, the duty on TimLer imported into 
"Great Britain was reuuced, on Foreign, from £:2 15,;. 6d. per 
"load, and 5 per cent., to £1 lOs.; and on Co!oni~l, from 
" 115. 6d. per load to Is., and 5 per cent., the fe-nIt of which 
" wa" in 1843, an increase in tbe imports of Sqllare Timber, from 
"Foreign Ports, of 31 per cent., and from the COlClll€S of Canada, 
"New Drun,,,,ick and Nova Scotia, of 38 per c2nt., over the 
" average import of SIX years prerious. On 10th Octob~r) 18,13, 
" tile uuty was further reduced from £1 105. to £1 55. p~,r load, 
" and five per cent., at which it continued till the eod of the year 
"1~c:::;. DUI:llg tll:s period the importation of ICoreign Timber· 
" expericnceJ 01 further increase of 107 per cent., over that of 
" 18,1:3, while the Colonies suffered a decrease of 13 per cenL" 
In the beginning of tbe year 18-1,7, the duty on Foreign Timber 
was again reJuced from :255. to :205. per load, and with tbis reuuc­
tion the importation from Foreign Ports increased again 12 per 
cent., wbile the imporbtion from the Colonies suffered a decrease 
of 12 per CEat. In tbe year 18.J,8 the duty on Foreign Timber 
was reduced from :205. to 1;)5. per load, at which rate it remained 
till 1851. During this period, Foreign importations advanced 14 
per cent. from those of 18-1,7, and Colonial 22 per cent. In 1851 
the duty on Foreign TImber was reduced from 15s. to 7s. 6d., 
and during the time it had been at that rate, there has been an 
increase of 1+8 per cen t. on the importations of the three previous 
years, while those of the Cclonies have decreased 58 per cent. 
The direct effect of tbe reduction of duty on Timber has been, 
that the importation into London in the year 1859 \Vas an increase 
upon that of 1840, of 574< per cenr. on the Foreign, and a decrease 
of 58 per cent. on the Colonial. The effect on the London mar­
ket has been selected as an example, and because it consumes one­
fourth of the Timber importations of the United Kingdom, and it 
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amounted in 1859 to 563,143 tons, not less than two-thIrds. of 
which were supplied by the Forests of Northern Europe. These 
circumstances fully account for the fluctuations in the trade; and 
its steady decline from tbe preponderating position it occupied in 
lS-!7 is solely to be traced to the fact that the inferior Timber 
of Northern Europe can be procured at a cheaper rate; while in 
Canada we had to contend with greater cost of production, by 
higher "'ages, and want of sufficient facility for taking the article 
so produced to market. 'Vhen it is remembered that Canadian 
Timber generally makes an average voyage of 500 miles, before 
it reaches Quebec, and that this operation involves expenses equal 
to a dozen transhi pments; that the very Pork ea ten by ~he produ­
cers has to perform a voyage of nearly 1700 miles before it reaches 
its destination; some idea may be formed of tbe cost attendant on 
production, and the value of the article produced, which enables 
It to holll its own in the British market witb such serious disadvan­
tages. The following table of the quantity of Timber and Deals 
exported from Quebec to the United Kingdom, for the last fifteen 
years, will throw much light on this subject: 

Sq. TinllJer, C. Ji't. Deals. To!al. 

1845 2'1,223,000 6,879,617 31,102,617 
IS-!6 24,24.2,689 5,655,986 29,893,675 
1847 19,060,880 7,112,963 26,173,843 
1848 17,402,360 6,514,083 23,916,443 
1849 18,581,560 6,648,746 25,230,306 
18')0 19,534,320 6,465,623 25,999,943 
1851 22,210,080 4,507,133 26,717,213 
1852 20,361,960 4,600,534 24,961,894 
1853 22,129,120 7,054,838 29,183,958 
1854 25,346,800 7,966,958 33,313,758 
1855 15,389,774 5,512,500 20,702,274 
1856 19,409,152 7,431,790 26,740,942 
1857 24,995,750 10,521,041 35,516,801 
1858 17,571,240 10,160,475 27,73],715 
1859 19,115,360 9,291,594 28,406,954 
1860 ......... . ....... . ........ 
1861 ......... . ....... . ........ 

The average quantity produced is about 30,000,000 cubic feet 
Square Timber, and 400,000,000 feet b. m., equal 34,000,000 
cubic feet Sawn Lumber, altogether 64,000,000 c. feet per annum. 
The duties levied ID Canada on Square Timber cut on Crown 



Larllh, i" ,ld. per cubIc foot, nnd on Sill\' Log, :JU. curre[j':'- £ter. 
log, without reference to size. :'-;0 duty i, impo,eli on 'J'ili!l!;e: 
cut 011 po(afr /f(!UZs. 

In t be ,Year 1 ",Vi the expOl t frolll (~II,'bec f(,r.ned 3:2 rC" (;"1.F; 

of til(' impel'is 10 tlll~ t-nited hmgdom; iu ]84,6, 29 pCI' cCJ!t'-,. 

IbJ7, 2') per cent.; 184.9,:H per cent.:, 1:-:."11, ::!5 pCI' eerL: 

1852,24 reI' cellt.: 1854" '27 per cent.: IS,).), 2:.2 per ce,:'[' " 
lS:iIi, 2'~ pl'r ccnt.: 1S57, ~s rCl' CCIlt.; IS;;:-;, '::i pe:' c{cr(.; 

18:-;9. '21 pCI' ceut. Tili" falling olT of 11 pCI' cenl. on the n+,;i~ 
trade i, due to ti,l' increase of importatiou from ti,e Dallic. '.""" . 

(Illent on the withdrawal ofa prolecti.c duty. 
The whol,' iluporh of tile '-~Ilited ]~illgdolll, ii, tile year 1:-:')':\ 

\ycre, a;, cOlllpuled [1'0111 the Board of Tldc taLles, 1 JI/II)1111,' 

loads of fiO cubic fed cadl, of Coiont,\I; anu 1,:~OO,OOO ),)aO, Ii 
Forei:;11 'l'ill,J,,-r. ll,:,k!r,:,: a tot~1 oi nlJ,Oui}.liliU cubic i~.~'''' ;f 
wliicll ('"11,,01,, fUl'lli,ll!':- about '~·l r(~r cent.; tbe t01llla;,;e ',>(, ilL; ,(:, 

prolnbiy ("Iual 10 :3.UI)I).IJI)I) t'I(I', or \\'Ilici. we furni,li I' ,,(, 11,:2t:-
1~,1l.0(1): ,;1' tl,;-. fulll (iOI),I)I)1) ('-,II' arc tile' l','odllce of tile ():1-1' 

wa count I'y. a:ld (lIe tl d de t ;1I'l'l: i ... t- ~ll'l il:d 1}ll I<FJ! C C:':: tUI:O-,; rr:, '_I; ) L' <: ,; 

in any 1',11 tor ti'I: J~ri!i,lr 1:11'1,il'." 
_\CCIJI ~Ln;!. I,', till' ul_· .... l 11f"'~"ib!e t "lirll~dl': I;li~ traJ.~ 8n~11~"_\ .... 

, 5,000 IJ.,'il ill t;'l' HOOlh; ::IlU COU!l'''lg Illu'e "II::;:lgeJ ill Li". r,:.;­

riolls Ol"-I''-''iofl" oftlie m3111li.(i.'lul'i,,:o ,,-labil,hd"·lIt". 10,111'11 n;}:':" 

'0 tl12,t ~, ;ul::I of :'::',OUI) IlJPII are "Il;!,'-,:,;(,d ill thi, trallie, 0" '11,: 
Ottawa Ri\ ('1'. '1'1,,-, ye~rl)' COIl'UIIlP(ioll of 1,1'0\ "i{~'I'_ br lUI, 
prllllucers of ::-;'.I":,IT Til1lLer " <,t:lted tu U,-, 1'2,000 Inrc·,,),' rj: 

pOlk, 13,000 baneb of iloul', ,ome 100 tOilS of ".lutilic', !;,~!f\li 

tOll' of Iray, and ·27.-, .. OI)(J bll~hcls of oab: ~\llll the .'JIllC IID,1),';:'''' 

of prori,iul!.' i, I'c'IuiI'Cl' fol' the prouuctJOIl of Saw Lo:;,: ,., ',,;;';'i!' 

SOlllet\llf.g like '2Ii,i)U() Ions "I' ;\gricllltul'al ;.roducc is ref}lli:·": lin 

the pllrpo~es of t Iii, trade. 
'fhe Trail,· l(etllrns for 18;,9 gire til>! alllollut 01 searnell 1(I;~'.u· 

red to lllan the IIcet which take, the Lumbt'r destined for E-c:'c' 
pean markeh from (~uebec, a, 11,064.; to those Innst be aJd,:J d:.t 

men ellgagd on Ollr iuland narigalion, in tran'porling same ["":-:­
bel' to the :::tatl", and the total number of seamen em!.io.I"O,; '-:i;1 

not fall far ~bort of ~:i,OOO men. rl would not be all ea';' ~ 1.·[' 

to cnumerall: thc men employed indirectly in tire manufar[l""·. ,1f 
Lumber, nor could tire returns of the actual number <:l1g,:~.,,/ il;l.. 

the trade itself be casily made out, but it i' certain that I,-,I\d,\ ",;­

would be within tire probabilities of the C3'<' : and the ac(u<d /H"'''' 
I: 



invested ill mills, dams, bOGms, road and other improvements, on 
the Ottawa and its tributaries, is fully over £1,000,000 currency. 
,---ome of (liese establishments for salving Lumber are worth 
£75,000. 

The value of this Staple Trade as an agent for developing the 
re~ources of the Province, is incalculablc; it provides emplayment 
for the emigrant, either directly, or in the farming operations to 
which its wants give rise; it refjuire~ the ,ervices of a large and 
powerfully mannell fleet; amI it gives the first impulse to native 
manufactures, by the nece~sity for flll'tJi~hing its own material, in 
(he ,hape of deals, battens, and scantling i-and the variety allli 
extent of machinery required, to produce every articl!:! of Lumber, 
from tbe cOlllmon plank to the elaLorate andllit,-;hly Ilnished panel 
door. or nindolV sasb, has called into existence an order of me­
tllanic~1 engineers and machinIsts, who, for fel'lilily of invention 
aull malltlal perfection of tlie materi.ll under their hands, as well as 
ih intril:,ic mechanical niue, are not c':lcllLd by the mechanicJI 
g:enius of ;(IIY other country. 

rr tbe period wben the first raft lefl tile Catineau be cOlltra~tcd 
"ith the t!n'clo,lment of the trade in any of ito future "tage~) it 
will be fl)l;nll that it bas steadily alll'anced ill the rJevelopmcntand 
application to its olVn peculiar manufacture of tbe mechanical arts; 
and, :1ItIIGlIgh there is a great difference between the ran of' ]806, 
witb its \Vitlle cables and wooden anchors, anLl the gIant (Ilat nG,y 

IIIGHS in tile wake of a powerful tug ~teamel') witll it'; appliances 
of chains, capstains, and anchors, it is ~till ea,y to trace the steady 
jlrogress and develnpment of tbe 5kill which enables this traffic, 
against all the advantages of Nortllel'n Europe, to hold its own in 
the markth of Great Britain. 

1 n most instances the operation of moulinettillg was per[orrn­
etl quite recently by hand, now it is done by steam, anll in one in­
stance :.It least, tbat power has been applied to raft Timber above 
this city. If it is a true axiom of political economy that the in­
crea,e of mecllanical appliances benefits mankind, then the people 
of Camlda owe a great deal to the Lumber trade-and its value i~ 
not yet fully developed. 

To make \Vhite Pine payable, it must reach a price equal to 7 ~d. 
currency, per foot, in the Quebec market j the cost of freight, 
risks andi nsurance on property raise that to 2s. sterling, in Great 
Britain. Inferior Pine, coming from the Baltic, can be bought for 
1<. to Is. Gd. sterling, hence the cause wlneh limits our Timber, 



for rC~H", to an alulO!>t uniforrn quantity ami quality. But Canad,( 
po"c"cs large Fare,ts af Tiluber far super;ar to' tbe Baltic Pine, 
wllile inferior to' her own IIlarketable Timber, This ue,criptioll 
bas neyer been brought to' mark :1, because it caulu Int be rradu­
cr'd '0 cbcaply a, to '''.lrrant it, wilen tile freight, profits anu ri,\" 
were added to first co;;t, competing with tbe Baltic Tim­
her in the nmlct. The u'II~,1 char~e, for freight from 
I.lucbcc, range, Irom twellty-fire ,billing, to thirty-li\'e shilling, 
per ton. At the lawe,t rate that would be about wort l) the prier: 
<J[ the article in Quebec, alld tillS would brillg it to }S. >lc:-ling per 
cubic foot; tile co~t of in"urallc(', loading am! Port diles, with the 
profih, makes lip the figure it now stands at. Since 1860, all 
protective duty has been with,lral":,11 from the Canadian Tirr,ber in 
tlte Briti,h market, allu that furni,hes ar,oli",f' reasall "ll~ IT" call­
not compete with the inferior rJl'ictie" alTered for sale there. Tbe 
greater pad of the Timber fleet arrire here ill balla.,t, Ol: with sucli 
,mall cargoes tbat they look to the return \'o}'age ,olely to' COlll­

pensate them for the whole trip cu! anu horne-hence the high rate, 
Qf freight as between (~uebec and British Port,. ::Jow it is evi­
dently the true policy of Canada to endearour to reduce thi, 
freight to rates more consonant with tbe !eng'h of a vopge be­
tween their seaports and tho,,, of (;re"t Britaiu. 11'1' po,""" \'err 
many ad\'antages uuring tlli~ na \'igable Sl:cl"m orer the Ports of 
the 11 nited ~tates, alld lI'e hare be('n able to accompiisli 
much quicker voyages, whether' ill 'Jilillg or ,team craft. 
This is to be ascribe,l, in som.:: measure, to having to 
traverse less uistance, but it also depends Oil being able 
to take advantage of pre railing winds alld currents whicll 
we derive from the mor!: e3Qcrly position of our point of 
departure. The total distance from Quebec to Liverpool i, '~J50:2 
miles; from ~ ew York, 2,980. Takillg tlie paying cost ofl'reigbt 
at 11 mills per ton, per mile, it will be found that (be cost of 
transporting a ton of any material between tile two cities, should 
be only $3.75 from Quebec,and $4.47 from ~e\v York; but the 
actual fact is tbat it is much oftener ~:3.75 from Kew York than 
it is (j from Quebec. If therefore this traue can be made to 
compete with other Timber, in European morhts, measures must 
be taken to reduce the freight permanentiy, ooe-half at least, and 
also to reduce the,cost of production. This latter measure can 
only be ellected by opening the Ottawa Canals. Then \'essels of 600 
tons can load at the mills, and if neces~ary or auvi~able, transbip 
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:Ii (!;Jtbec, witlI one-half tile cOot !lIe ':Jme cargo can be nolY 
:r"u>cn;lIeu t!l~re. [n adlhtion, it open, another market to the 
." i.:\llr"nl, where our grain and prol"ision supplies are [JOIV eoncen­
r;'~t'(!'U Gnu drawn frolll ; and the pork and flour of Chicago could 
'r,,c Jdirt'rt',j on the OUal'ra, with an average roya~:e of 700 miles 
11l:,(tJd of perfoJ'lning as they do nolV, olle of ncarly 1,700 

.211fL .', 
';'ill' tendencl' of tlte Lun,bcr trade i" to create manufacloric'i, 

,;,,,] to tralll a ~orps of ,killed artisan" whererer tilose estaLlish­
]/)r11;' arc ,iluated. Of tbis fact we hare ample proof, in the de­
,d':,r,;,)< ,It of [he murlllfacture, of tbis citr. '\ \'herevf'r sa IV mills 
,)j," .~,.Ial,ji'iled, flollr mills are sure to be required-the foundry 
Jml ILe 111:JcbillC sbop are certain to follow, and the cotton mill 
:>Howe, a llce:?"ily. Every fall on the OttalV:! furni,hes a site 
'I'; lhose "e,Lcllh.laTlcnh, a.nd it would be no eXllggeration to say 
In:JI as 1',11' a3 m3nufaduriug purposes are eOlJcerned, the water 
'/Cl\' U' of tlJat rirer and its tributaries is illimitable. One im.tance 
~ ~D~n quote on Ihi, ~lluject i.;, that taking the actual f~ll between 
:~(, level of Lac De Chtne and tbe level of the TIirer below the 
Cb.ntlierc at 671 fl'et, there is conserved in (bose "ix miles a 
mu'ur cl'jllal to lS.\OOO horse power. The consequences of im-
7J'Olilig thc Ottawa arc to he sought for ill the expansion of the 
.:oDTflIJCr trade, aud securing a large proporlion of the carrying 
mue of the \Vestern States. Tbis traue would also rapidly ex­
J~lld by tbe proposed IneaSUrf', because tbe demand for cOttOIl, 
.'[jon \0 ari,e, would increase the traffic between Chicago and the 
Jli5sissippi, by the exchange of grain for the peculiar staple of the 
3MltIJ, The Ottawa River 1V0uld fulfil all tbe conditions of a suc­
}c:.,;lul competitor for this carrying trade, because, as it must be 
iElDufactured in its descent to tIle sea-board, it possesses the ne­
~n3ilry motive power for tbat purpose, and a ~taple Trade to keep 
:II? lile requirement of full cargoes both ways, by which the car­
n~gc can be made profitable at a minimum cost to the consumer • 

.lny O:le acquainted with the tendency 01 commerce to maintain 
~Yn £l]uilibriulIl of supply and demand, must be satisfied that the su­
perabundant wealth of the Canadian Forests would be mur:h better 
mployed in supplying the wants of the overpopulated countries 
,:dEufope, and the treeless Prairies of the liVestern States, thaD 
:;{) be mercilessly c.verrun for the choice and fancy Timber therein, 
'1rilife really valuable Timber, constituting nine-tenths of the whole 
mm, is either left to rot where it grew, or destroyed by fire, or 
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uock",'/y expllJued III cnueaYGuring to get tbe ,.lilalll'l 01'01 tlOil n,,-'" 
taken out to l1lurkrl. 

J\.s lletaileu, tbe li';:ue contain, \\'i:I,in ihelf tb,; Ii;;tlll ial for 

its own uel'elopmenL rdlU for tbe e;,iubli~llInent of a cOllllnlrci~,: 

anu m3nufacturing power unril'alleu Oil this continent. If fairly 
treated, it would enable the Canadi,lI' peopk (" become tbe man­
uf:Jcturers for tbe \\'e,tern ;c.:tate-, and o;'cn to (Iii, conntry a ;'\11'­

ply of mineral fllel from tbe coal lielJ, of :\lichi;,;~n, ~\.t pr,'>cnt 

Ollr '"pplies 0[' coal are obtaineJ after a (f,uio"" \ "};{~~ UOWll 

Lake Ene, througb the \Velland Canal, Lake Ontalio, and if 
destined for Ottawa, through the Rideau Can~l, a total Ili,lallce of 
I;()(i miles, of "Ilich I,-d, i, (:anal nal'igation: "Iii\,: hy the Cl· 
law., tbe ui,t~lIce IInuld not be +UO l:lll,~., Jnt! llir, can;.! nayi,;"­

lion under b>€lIty rJliie" 
Ifa true imowlcuge of this traJ~,and of tile coulltr)' I\C IIdl;': .. I!, 

weighs "~'ith li', we will no long'~r allow the one to be trilled with, 
or the olher Dfc';;icckri, Here at thi; city, wllh irs IInmen,e nat­
ural motlye power, we have the means of del'eloping, tbe all;IO.,( 
exhaustle." mineral \'itealth witllin our reach; but both are in a 

measure usel"", bec~tlI.'~ we 1m I-e not improl'cd the meall, of ac­
tess to thelll, ]'01' all practical purpo~e5, the Otta\\':\ cOlintry i, 
II nalllr,d Cul de S(/(', wbo,e ();l;Y mean'> of illgress and e:orc"s are 
by its rirer, tl,2 fJarigation of which is p3rtially obstructed, Yet, 

from the peculiarity noticed of the navigable ch3racttr ofil~ tribu­
taries and the small ileight of the dividillg riuge b€t,~pen them, and 
the n2\igJble tributaries of Lake Huron, the Illeans of opening an 
ayailable channel to the \\'est is withlll our po\"'r phy,ic~llr anu 
profitably, 

It is estimated that tllere is (I'lite enough Lumber, at Ollr pre­
sent rate of consumption, and of our present marketable quality 
on the areJS now known, to la"t for .. centllry-but the consump­
tion can be increaseu 500 per cenL, by opening means of access to 
the westward, witllout sensibly diminishing tbe time in wllich tbe 
whole sllpply would be worked out. "VheneHr that period ar­

Tire", the cotton iaclory will supersede the saw mill, and the tran­
sition to It now woulu be neither ullnalural or Yiolent, when all the 

facilities are considereu. The corps of trained mecllanlcs raised 
by the development of the ruuer trade, will tend con,iderably to 
lessen tbe uilJiculties under which the establi,lllnent of the more 
e1aboralt: labours, Instances are not rare, where, under every 

other favourable conjunction, the inauguration of cotton factorie.'> 
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";.\5 pren:lllet! by the want. of the skilleLilabour necessary to keep 
<I'lnclchiliery ill rppair-each set of establi~hl1lents requiring a 
complete col'/" of 11I3cilini,'" but no one abk 11I'ofitably to keep 

the wbole of tllcl1I employed tor ih own use, 
It mu'! be el'iJent to allY one acquainted \Vith tlll~ Lumber traoe 

tllat the fUI ther the manufacturer removes from hi; supplie~, the 
~rc:1tcr lhl' co,t of production "'ill become, [Hill consequently the 
~reat€r lliflinllt}' will be eApericnccd in heping up the competition 
witb the European Timber in the markets of (~reat Britain. Of 
late rears, we hUI'e not been able to force OUl' Timber into any of 
the l;larkrb of continental Europe, owing ill part to absurd fiscal 
rcgulatioll'i, but in a great Illeasure to ih exct's~i\'c cost, when sub­
Jected to any import duty. The remec.ly for all thi., has been 
pointed Ollt, and it i, the duty of the people to see it npplied. 

Jt j, necessary, ill the fudher consideration of all matters <:01l4 

nectec.l with thi, trac.le, to re.iew the conuitions under which it is 
prosecuted. The Executive (;ol'ernm~nt of :he Province bolds 
in i~, olVn power, the administ~·~tjOll of all the waste lanu~ of the 
Crown, allu also tlleir final tfispos,d. Tbe great object in view 
appears to be the idea of making tbe disposal of the soil a source of 
re.eoue to the Prol'ince, tiOlI jf the preponderance of population 
had been so great as to make these lands an insignificant per cen­
tage of that portioll under culti,alion, this "iew would most pro­
bably be the right olle. But as Lower Canada contains about 
13+,4 E~,800 acres, alld Upper Canaea 77,606,400 acres, a total 
area of :21~,019,200 acres, of which 22,337,761 acres have been 
settled in L. C., and 20,835,984 acres in U. C., or a total 
of 43,173,715 acres-or ollly about 34 per cent. of the whole. 
Under these circumstances It is eridpnt that the general rule should 
be rel'ersed, and that the colle<:tion of mere revenue should be 
made subsen'ient to settlement. In fact the wild lands or Crown 
Domain, pas.ess as fiscal elements, twa distinct values-the first 
of their natural productions, such .. s Forests and Minerals, are le­
gitimate objects from which revenue may and aught to be derived; 
the second is the value of the soil, amI bow that value should be 
employed in promoting immigration. The mistake mac.le hitherto 
has been in confounding both these principles, and desiring to raise 
a re>enue off that which in the nature of things should have been 
given to the stranger seeking a hame amongst us, at the lowest 
possible price. The theory that the land and all that is thereon 
belongs to the purchaser, is perft'ctly true and correct, so long as a 



'ptem of tlitTerelltial ralues are impo<;€u. In 01,] ,cltled countrieo, 
one thousanu acres of lanu, wl~h orchards, plantations anu mili 
power thereon, lVili sell for a much larger price than a iike quan­
tity IYithout those improvements; but in Canaua, the principle 
ado(tcd was to put the value of the land at an :Jl'sct price, by IVhich 
one man probably got consiuel'ably less tban Ibe yulue of the mon!'), 
in\'ested, while II is neighbour may ha rc been tile gainer by hun­

Jretls of pound" ,igaill' in all re'pects (he purchaser in the ca-' 
of illustration 'sas 011 a perfect equality Ivith his neighbour, be­
cause both j'rol,erlies hatl contributed to the fiscal burt hen., of the 
municipalitr in IVllich tbey were -ituated; but in Canada, the 
Crown DOIll~in r~p 110 taxes, anu the incoming settler has the 
benefit of all the labours and money of his prede('e,sol'. Of the 
yast tract of \\'J<;te lamb in Canada, amouIltin:.:: to 91 :239,05:) 
acres, probably one-third is al'2ilable for sdllplll€nt, :111U of (bat 

one-thirul- po",lblr corered by ralliable 1'01'1''1,. 

To a country pl:pically dereloped ,~., C'anaua j" ,~iIlJOut tb.; 
mineral fuel necessary to make her minerdl \~ealth 3\'aiLlble, tlte 
absolute nec.:"iry for conserl'ing her pllblic }'orc'h i, ~rrarent. 
Tt is erident Ibat on their carcfllllil:lIi:l;"rnent her future prosper­
ity uepen~' ; yet tlIP rule rollorrullately by the ( 'r()\;'J! L:lIlUS De­
I'artrnellt teuus to d'''ll·/l.1'. ratlter tllall pre"erre, Ihn,;e natllral -Ol\r­

"e'i of we::dtlJ. 
_\5 prerioll'ly -t;,fcJ. 11,2 pOlVer to lilallflf;}clllr~ TillllJel' I' 

alVardl'd to the Lumber i\J_clc1:all~bx license for one )lar, .\ l 
the end of that period tbe lanus on wl;iC1~the manufactu,ing 0l'e­
rations are carried on Illa), be openell for settlelllent, if the GOI'CrnT 
ment plf.a-c" ~nd tbe rO:j"~-' bridge", improrernent of ,tream", farm, 
and cll(iilf/(!'.\ of the luckles;; manllfactur,>r Illay be taken up by the 
fortunate Norwegian or Dutcb peasant, who Illay find his 1\'3)' to the 
Prorince at tbe !,ublic txpen,e, a, a free grant, or grabbed oy the 
keen speculator who had enough of ,mall political interest to get a 
lirst instalment accepteJ, Tile condition of actual ,ettlemcnt 
is a mere f:Jrce, l\'ll1c~ h~s been evaded in ninety-nine 
cases out of one hundred, and although the" TIegulJtion, " are 
sufficiently ,:ring~llt, tbe power to enforce them i, wanting. The 
Lumber manufacturer, pa.\' as is stated, a ground rent of '2" 6J, 
per sfju<lre liliir. and a 11uty of ld. per foot on the Lumber pro­
duced, Taking the area of the limits under operation as 11 ,000 
square mile" €fJual to 7,040,000 acres, <lnd ,:i\'idinj1; tbe revenue 
aceruin.!:; this F:Jf of $219,:j·a, >nd the yalue of the Lumber a, 
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tqual to a ,\ ield of'2:3,i !)·1,080 e. feet of all kinds, worth at Quebec 
nine pence rer e. ft., a yulue of $3,56!1,125, to which may be added 
the dulir", 11l,\king a total of $3,788,669-01' a sum equal to 54, 
.. cnts pCI' 3fTC. The a\,€l'age duration of one of these limits may 
,afelr be Liken at ten ye~ro, and there is therefore :I nlue of 
$5.4-'0 per acre rea bed b;' tbe Lumher trade, against a total value, 
it all paid. of ~ixlr cent,; per acre, tbe price at whi(;h they would 
be di'!)Q'r-d of to settler, ignorant of the Y3111e oftbe Timber, and 

,'me to de-troy it. 
It i" " 1l1,;th'r o/" 110 extraordinary occllrrence to find ~l,OOO 

paid 10 the '1'1'1'3'111')' oi thi, Province, as the duties accruing from 
the 'J'imb"r cut ofT 200 ac~es of land-which, at ,id. per foot, 
woul,1 ~irl' )'20,000 cubil' feet of Pine 'rimu~er. 

Tilt: 1"3,t Inajorit)" of our JCo)'(~ign ,dUel'S are Iri:;h, ~ ;er­
lIlali'. and 1,lely, ,I few NOI'",(~ians. ~carcelr any of (hem 
untlel.ldll.l I he I'i'oper Iliode of preparing' Timber fur llie mar­
ket, and t\ .. , ((,1:,' .)1' tllrll'.lill~ li,o,," people into the bestl'illc For­
I -t, i" ;,pp,ji "llt ,,"ollgh, .'Uler Ihe operations of the Lumi.Jer 
i"-r,lIfacltlrer 11.2',,· (IL'ared III~ land .. r ~dl llie raillable available 
'i':llll.",I', ito t''i'c[l:ily for ;,pl(lelllent i~ betl,'f for tbe Foreign im-
1I,';.:r;l\lt lInll I'rcrioll,ly, bcc;]'II'c Ids labollr \ViII not bc absol'l)eu 
ir: opel',ll;"n, willI I',bieh he i, 1I11:lcql1aintcll, 1")1' 11i, capital "juan­
.!'rcd ill ti,"" inC! lamb to put dOlVn lii, crOf'. It is eYidently 
then the lllltl" of 111(' people of thi, Province to 'iare the Foresls 
from dc'lrllction, by h~\'ilJg; such regulation,., (,,,forced as will keep 
,etllellJl,'nl confined to localities especially adapl('d for tbat pur­
pose. and 1I0t force tIle dc~lrliclion of the Ilwgnilicent Pineries of 
the COllntr)" by rn(';"ure' \\ ho~e ollly re,lIlt will be the obstruction 
r)f immigration amI the Ilopele-s pauperi,m of the people forced 
into ,uch locali!i!;,. 

Tbe natJrc l'Op"blioil 01' olJ ,elller, shun )'jne land for pllrro­
"c- of settlement, Ilt'eause it is much more t1ifficult to clear 
than hanhvootl land-the Timber heing larg!'r, heavier, more dif­
ficult to manage, and standing closer together. Indeed nothing can 
present a morc hopeless prospect than a Piil( dearing, when the 
Timber is bnrot oll~an operation of ,'ery slow progress. The 
-'twnps stand 50 thickly together that it is almost impossible to 
get dowll a cror between them; and the physical properties of the 
tree seem to defy destruction, as it will take twenty years w rot 
those stumps out of the ground. If therefore 311 old ~ettler or a 
p.ati~e Canadian purchases nnder the recen~ TIegulations, it is with 
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a view to the valu~ to be ueriveu from tbe Timber growing on the 
location, anu not frcm the soil. 

Of the lands actually corereu by Pine, possibly one­
tbiru is fit for settlement, but the indiscriminate system 
adopted is based on tbe assumption that all those lands are capa­
ble of supporting an agricultural population. The reason of tbis 
mistake arises from the want of proper and reliable surveys of the 
waste lands of tbe Crown. Under the ,ystenJ nolV followed, it i~ 
m3de the operator's interest to by off and sub-diride lands utterly 
unfit for agricultural purposes-and those lands are opened for ,ale, 
regardless of the true interests of tbe Pro\'ince. A large propor­
tion of the blame att: elms to the Lumber manufacturers them­
selves, becau~e tbe tactics followed, till within a quite recent 
period) was that of preventing information reachiug the public of 
the real ~tate and position of tbe trade; and tbe statistics on Ivbich 
it was based. Tbe Go\'ernment h~.e been always in the babit 
of treating it as a subordinate agent, useful in a political point of 
vielv; and the administration of the Department to which its gov­
ernment belongs, was alwaY' entru"teJ to gentlemen whose expe­
rience in politics Ins ,ul'posed to gire them a proper de~,ree of 
aptitude for del'eloping the incipient commerce of the cOlilltry. 
Hence this trade has seen such a multitude of Regulations issueu 
for its benefit, from tbe time when,-at tile sagg(',lion of ~\Ir. 

:0IcDollell, of E'alHi Point-the then (;onrnor 31111 Council Im­
po,ed the first fiscal regulations, and seriou"r proposed to band 
over its management and rerenlle to the different counties III "hich 
it Ivas carried on, till the issue of the famolls en bloc regulations 
of 1859 put the coping stone on the folly of endearouring to goren: 
a commercial element of this importance in the manner in wbich 3. 

fee simple could be arranged. This last absurdity, by which 
Speculators are enabled to :Icquire the rights of property in the 
Crown Domain and public Forests is eminently adapted for the 
frustration of its own declared objects-which are to encourage 
settlement. 1£ the Go\"ernment of the country cannot dispose of 
its wild lalJl1s at an upset price of three shillings per acre, what 
chance can pril'ate iOllividuals have of inducing settlement at Iligher 
rates, on the same lands? But one clause at once explains where 
the real advantage to tbe speculator is given-it is that whi~h al· 
lows him to receive from the Go.emment such portions of land as 
are unfit for settlement, ," a free grant, fvr performing set tlement 
duties, and paying for the balance. 'Vhen it is known that those 

F 



l~ egulations apply to the sale of lands in the Jlublic Forests; that 
one-third ot such lands are rarely lit for profitable settlement; that 
the duties imposed can be discharged by employing men in the 
useful occupation of getting out Timber; that such Lumber taken 
off private lands pays the Province no duty, and that as we have 
shewn, one year's operations Will cover the whole outlay-the 
tendency of those regulations may safely be said to be injurious to 
the country-subrersire of ih best interests-obstructire to its 
commercial tlerelopmcnt, and de,tructire to its Staple Trade. 

A careful rel-iew of all the statistics furni,hed, will fully prore 
that the Staple Trade of this Province must be a promoter of im­
migration to a con,idera ble extrnt. In fact the rery nature of 
the operations I!ecessarily requiring large supplies of agricultural 
produce, del11~nd, a surply of labour which this country hitherto 
has not been able to furni,h. Hence the high price of manual 
labour, allt! tbe neces,i.ty for import lUg a large proportion of the 
provi'lion, consumetl ill this trade. :;'\ow to remedy tillS, it will 
be necessary to open the navigation of the Ottawa :Giver, thereby 
affording access to the wealth of the country \vhere (he Lumber­
ing operations are carried on, as well as opening new markets for 
it. Thi'i \\ ill make settlement profitable on whatever portion of 
the Forest lands which are available, anll will have tbe same effect 
of inducing immigration into the Ottawa country, as tbe construc-­
tion of tbe St. Lawrence Canals had on a corre'ponding mOI'c­
ment in \\" estern Canada. 

The advance of the Lumber trade cannot be followetl by sEt­
tlement as closely as in the earlier stages of its development. 
The succession of rapids, their increasing number, and the tlifficulty 
of nayigating them in ascending the streams, are insuperable bar­
riers to the rapid settlement of the Ottawa country. In addition 
to which, the EmigratIOn service of the Province has been so 
ignorantly and viciously organised that none but the Yery poorest 
and most helpless of our Foreign immigrants were permitted to 
reach tbat district, and these ignorant creatures, located in the 
midst of some rocky Pilolery, managed to do more harm by fires in 
one year-if they were not preVIOusly starved out-than the value­
of their labours to the general good of the Province could com­
pensate in a lifetime. 

The value of the trade to Canada has been fairly :stated, and 
its importance in a public point of vie I'\' , as a commercial element, 
deserves to be widely known. In many parts of the Province it 
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is looked on as a mere local traffic, which it IVould be adrisable to 
get riu of as soon as possible; and the Lumber Manufacturer 
viewed as a monopolist, whom it would be good policy to circum­
vent. t; nharpily, both these views bave acqUired weight from the 
treatment the trade has receired at the hands of the GOl'ernment, 
and the absunl policy pursued by the Department on whose fiat 
its exiotence depends. The Lumber manufacturers tbemsehes 
helped out this vielV by carefully concealing all tbe facts connected 
witb tbe traue-tbus using the weapon of the weak, and enueal'or­
ing to pre,erve a po,ition by astuteness which had no legal recog­
nition. 

Tbe future security of the trade delllands that tbe following; 
conditions be enforced, for the purpose of freeing it from tbe poli­
tical influences which bave hitberto prel'enteu its development: 

First.-FIl(ity of tenure by leasehold, for such terms of years 
as may be agreed on. 

Second.-The assumption of complete Ad II. iralty jurisJiction 
by the Gorernment over all the tributaries of the Ottawa, nari­
gable for cribs, involving the constructIOn anu keeping in repair 
of the necessary works to facilitate the descent of Lumber to 
Quebec. 

Tbird.-Such surveys of those tributaries as will defIne what 
portion of the lands from which their Ivaters are derived l'i availa­
ble for settlement, and what portion mu,t always renlain a Forest. 

Fourtb.-Tbe incorporation of tbe trade, for purp03es of 5elf­
government. 

Flftb.-The e"tablisbment of Regulations hy wlllch a ,lanuanl 
of quality, necessary to de5crlbe the kind and variety of Timber 
shipped would be defined. 

And lastly,-The repeal of all charters by which grant-; of the 
Public Domains have been concedeu, for purposes of private spec­
ulation, and the establishment of such Regulations as would effec­
tually prohibit speCUlation in Crowl\ Lands to non-settlers. 

Tba wisdom of gll'ing the Lumber merchaut an in(efe,t in hi, 
Limit, beyond that of dependance on the fiat of an Order ill 
Council, is apparent. In aUllition to the useless unu wus:eful me­
thou of the present moue of manufacturing, tbe lo,,"s oy flre to 
whicb it gires fuciliq', no care is taken of the young and growing 
Timber. As pre~'iously stated, in a Pine grore one-tenth is very 
probably llIarketabl~ Pine, from SO to 150 rpars of age; four­

t('ntbs is good Pine, of slIllilar age, but obliged to be left in the 
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Forest, because of some trifling defect whicb prevents its squaring 
to the size of a marketable stick j and five-tenths al'e young Pine 
unlit to cu't at all, but capable of furnishing, with care, good Tim­
ber by the time the other two "arietips are exhausted. As the 
manufacturer has 110 direct interest in presening tbis Timbpr, and 
as he is frequently in dread of haring his Limits divided and put 
up for sale, in the anxiety to take the greateot amount of value out 
of them, he destroys fully as much growing Timber as he takes to 
Quebec. 'Kor is this all, the loss in manufacturing amounting to 
fully 16 per ctnt of the \\'hole each year, furnishes fuel for those 
fires which have destroyed in one season more Timber than has 
Jeen carried to Quebec ,incc the tr2,de was 1IJ existence. A 
leasehold lVill cure the first and last of those el'ils, by making it 
the intere,t of the occupant to conserve the public property j but 
the only remedy for tIle loss in manufacturing is to open the navi­
:,iation of the Ottawa, and enable the saw to do the work now per­
formed by the axe. It has been calculnfed that the actual amount 
8f lo"s sustained in the destruction of Timber in sq/taring, IS 

"qual to ~~500,000 per annum, and this is IIlcurred by the present 
system of manufacture, wllich is necessitated by the want of ne­
cessary facilities for shipping the Timber at a poiut nearer the 
place where it is produced, than Quebec. 

The necessity for the second condition is to be found in the fact, 
that the progress of settlement frequently imposes artificial obstruc­
tions in the shape of ill-designed, and worse constructed bridges, 
mill dams, and other structures, to the navigation of the streams. 
In many cases too, those rivers, from the sy,tem of surveys fol­
lowed, by making artificial instead of natural, lines, the boundaries, 
have become private property. In erery sense of the term this 
is a grave mistake, and must be remedied at ollce. 

The third condition is imposed by tbe nature of the case, and 
the necessity of making the area a'nd ~ alue of the property to be 
leased known. 

And the necessity of the fourth is imposed by the very nature 
of commerce. It is as much the interest of the people of Cana­
da to conserve this trade, as it would be of a private individual 
to presen'e a single plantation at his disposal j and it is perfectly 
ridiculous to allow 30,000,000 c. feet of timber to be produced 
in one sea"on, when the demand 1'I'0uld be supplied by 15,000,000 
c. feet. The producers may injure each other by competition, 
but the Pro,ince, tbe real owner of the property, is irretrievably 



injured without a chance of compensation-the productions of her 
Forests, for orer a century is swept away, by tbe recklessness of 
a few commercial gamblers, or a knot of trading speculators who 
find their own account in the transaction. 

The Lumber :'IIanufacturer has not only to contend against the 
depressions mcidental to commerce, but in the prosecution of this 
important trade, he has to face the blunders or chicanery of poli­
tics, and after expending a large sum. of money on his Limit im­
provement it would not be an uncommon tbing to have a keen 
backwoods pioneer demand so much per 100 acres, for tbe Timber 
growing on one or tlVO lots thereon, which he had located ami paid 
an instalment for into the Crown Land Department. 

It is e,iuent tiJen) IVh~n the importance of this trade is duly 
considered, that it requires legal recognItion and protection, and 
that the country provide such facihties for its prosecution, as will 
enable it to maintain its standing against all competition in foreign 
markets. Above all things, the idea should be abandoned that its 
interests are sub,errient to those of settlement. The experience 
of past years furnishes convincing proofs that it must become a 
primary agent in tbe settlement of the country, and that tbe fail­
ure of all attempts to effect tbat great desideratum, arose from tbe 
fact of not employmg its powers in tbe legltmlate direction. Its 
development must be effected by supplying the link wanting in 
tbe chain of an internal navigation, on whicb the ultimate success 
of our commercial and manufacturing intere~ts depends; and the 
lIay which- sees the Ottawa navigation opened to Lake Huron, 
will witness a thorough revolution in the commercial and political 
relations of North America unequalled by any other event in ber 
rreriou~ history. 
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