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BRIEF REYIEvV. 

As few public works in an~' '-'("Illtry ha\'c, under similar cir­
cumstances, been attcnded '\'ith the like success, it is desirable 
that the public should be placed in possession of a brief uarra­
tive of the facts connected with the Weiland Canal, as recorded, 
from time to time, in the Journals of the Pro\'ince. 

1823,-The first active movement to\\'ards the al'compliRh­
ment of this great j'\ ational \\',u"k, \\,;I~, in obtaining a survey 
of the country lying IJetwcen the Chil'pawa river awl the waters 
running into lake Ontario, by Hiram Tibetts, Es(J., who reported 
thereon. 

1824.-0n the lOth of ::\Iay, a petition for an ad of incorpo­
ration was presented to the Legislature; and on the 19th day 
of June, George Keefer, Thomas l\lcl"ritt. George Adams, vVil­
liam Chisholm, Joseph Smith, Paul Shipman, John Decow, vVil­
liam Hamilton Merritt, and others, were incorporated by the 
name of the""\V ell and Canal Company," with a capital of £40,-
000, divided into shares of £12 lOs. each. The stock ,\'as sub­
scribed, and the work commenced, on the 30th of November, 
in the same year. 

One of the most striking features in the history of this work 
is, that notwithstanding the want of means, opposition, and end­
less embarrassment, its prosecution was not discontinued a single 
day, until two vessels passed from lake to lake, five years after. 

The first project contemplated only the connexion of the Lakes 
by means of a Boat Canal passing up the valley of the twelve 
mile creek to the foot of the mountain ridge,-ascending from 



thence by a Railway to the Bcavcrdam,-and thence to the 
Chippawa, by a second Boat Canal tunneled through the high 
land on the site of the present Deep Cut. 

1825,-As public: attt:lltion was soon direc:ted to the impor­
tance of c:onnecting lakes Erie and Ontario by a ~hip Canal of 
enlarged dimensions, for which the amount of the original stock 
,,'as quite inadequate, on the 13th day of April, the act of 4th 
George IV, was amended by the Gth George IV .. and the capital 
inncascd to £200,000. 

Every induccment was held out to capitalists to invest money 
in the undertaking. As an instancc-the 15th clause of the 
amended act proyided, "That it should not be lawful for His 
l\Iajesty, his Heirs or Successors, at any time to assume the said 
Canal, unless it sholll(i appear from the accounts of the said 
Company laid before the Le,!:;islature, that the Stockholders shall 
have received every year, upon an average, the sum of twelve and 
a ha({ per cent. for everyone hundred pounds he shall be pos­
sessed of in the said concern." 

REPORT A.-An able Report, which was published by order 
of the Board of Directors, at the close of the year, is appended 
hereto, in order to show that the comprehensive views then en­
tertained, are now realized, as well as the reason why the pri­
vate Stock was not then subscribed, and the great loss the 
Shareholders were subjected to in consequence. 

The present Lord Bishop of Toronto, Dr. Strachan, who was 
then a member of the Legislative Council, took a warm interest 
in this magnificent undertaking, from the first, and did all that 
was in his power to assist and encourage those who were la­
boring for its accomplishment. 

As early as 1825, when the work was in its infancy, bitterly 
opposed by some, and distrusted and thought lightly of by others, 
he drew up a paper setting forth the inestimable advantages it 
must produce to the commerce and agriculture of the country, 
and urging its accomplishment by every effort and at whatever 
cost. The Directors, partaking those sentiments and opinions, 
were happy to introduce, with his permission, his eloquent ap-



peal into their Report; and the paper I have last referred to, 
with the c'x('l'j,tinll of such passages as relate to the details of 
the Company's proceedings, contains Dr. Strachan's sentiments 
and his carl," vie\\'s of the character and objects of this great 
work, in his own language. They arc introduced here, from a 
conviction that it will be no less gratifying to the venerable 
Prelate than to his many friends, as well as interesting to the 
public, to "j,sern; Iww clearly he predicted, 'when the Company 
\yas struggling \"ith its greatest difficulties, the inevitable pro­
gress and SUe(T:;S of the noble work they \ycre engaged in, and 
the splendid results it must produce throughout a country which 
forms a large portion of the globe. 'When he remarks, in lan­
guage which man~' at the time may have thought extravagrlllt, 
that the \\'elland Canal \yill, in time, yield only in importall(:c 
to the Canal which may hereafter unite the Pacific with the "\t­
lantic ocean, through the Isthmus of Darien, it is interesting til 

reflect, that he was then contemplating a \york \\hich, after all 
interval of t\H'llty-six years. wc now find engaging the atten­
tion of the business world on both continents. 

1826.-0n the :30th day of Jallmry, a loan of £25,000 \Va:; 
obtained (rulIl the Provincial Legislature, to enable the] )in'(O­

tors to prosecute the wurk until the rcmainder of the capital 
stock could be subscribed in England. 

On the 2±th September, Mr. Galt, Secretary to the Canada 
Company, apprized the Board, that certain Directors of the 
Canada Company had consented to act as a Committee, in Lon­
don, on behalf of the 'Weiland Canal Company. 

On the 30th of the same month, a despatch was received from 
Lord Bathurst, offering, on condition of passing Government 
vessels and stores free of toll, to advance the same amount to 
the WeIland, as to the Lachine Canal,-one-ninth of the cm;t,­
then estimated at £16,300 sterling, which was accepted, and an 
act passed accordingly. 

1827.-A grant of 13,400 acres of land was made to the Com­
pany, on the 17th February; and an act was passed authorizing 
stock to be taken by the Government, to the amount of £50,000, 
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on condition that the Company should pay the public the interest on 
the stock so subscribed, until one yrar (~fl('r the Callal was com­

pleled. The Legislature of Lower Canada also authorized the 
subscription by their Govel'llment, of sto(~k to the amount of 
£25,000. This timely aid enabled the Directors to prosecute 
the work with vi!.':or, through the year; still, upon the Report 
at its clnSI', it appears that, although 81 per cent. on all the 
(';lpital stock suhscribed, Iwd ]Jec'n paid in, there remained £88,­
Kia :20. 6d. to be l'ru\'idcd for, to finish the Canal. 

Notwithstanding this large deficiency in the amount of means, 
and the conviction that any further application for aid to the 
Legislature would he fruitlcso, the Directors had no other alter­
native hut to procced with the work. The whole line was then 
placed under contract, ami no reasonable doubt of finishing the 
(h'('I) Cut, (the lllost difficult portion of the work,) during the 
ensuing ,1'l'ar, \vas entertained. IT nder those circumstances, and 
after consulting with J. B. Yates, Esq., who became liable for a 
large sum of JI1()llC,I', the Board determined on calling in the re­
maining 1a per (·(·llt. of stock, and adopting the most efficient 
IIl1'aiiS to obtain the resicluc; and if practicable, to open thc 
navigation during the ensuing season. 

1828.-This year, from the Report, it appears that the whole 
amount of stock had been taken up, and a loan of £50,000 ster­
ling obtained in England, so that the cHarts of the Directors to 
obtain money, had been crmvnecl \vith success. Also, that the 
work ,vas so far advanced on the 25th of October, that within 
ten day::; the waters of the Chippawa could have been let through 
the Deep Cut. 

Notwithstanding this apparent favorable position of their 
affairs, an unexpected obstacle arose, the most disastrous yet 
experienced. Slips occurred in the Deejl Cut of so extensive a 
character, that it became indispensable to abandon the original 
plan of making the river IV cHand the summit, and to bring a 
supply of water on a higher level, from the Grand river, in order 
to pass over those slides. 
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The Report of this year, closed with the follo\\ing remarks. 
"However great has been the difficulties surmounted, in con­
structing su formidable an undertaking t<fits l,re,"'llt advanced 
state, the ,dlOle pressure has been borne by the Shareholders; 
since no aid has been granted by the l:o,"crnment, or by the 
Legislature,-for which the interest has not bel'll punctually 
paid up by the Company." 

1829.-From the Report of this year, it ape aI's that James 
Geddes, Esq., one "I' the most experienced Engincers then in 
the State of New York, '"as ellll,Joyt',1 to assist ""II'. ilarrett in 
exploring and estimating tlw cost of bringing the watns fir the 
Grand rin:!" from Barefoot rapids, (now Caledonia,) to the llcC'jt 
Cut, (now Port Robinson.) 

After receiving the Itt'port of thes,· ,!..';lOlltlcllJell, olle elltire day 
was occupied by the Directors, at the Bank IIi' t'ppcr (';lllrula ill 
Toronto, in discussing this important subject, I,cfore the plan oj 
operation ,vas determined on. 

It "Yas truly a formidable undertaking. The estimates, \\ hich 
had on former occasions generally fallen short of the eXI'C'nrli­
tnre, showed £'!5.000 was to be provided for, on'!' the balafll;t" 
of money on hand, and no other hope or source remained of pro­
curing it, than from the Legislature. 

Nevertheless, as the Canal was nearly I1nished, from lake On­
tario to the W cHand river, there was good reason to believe 
that it was practicable to bring water from the Grand river, and 
that a vessel could be passed through before the close of the 
season-in which event, the Legislature could not refuse the 
grant. The Directors, therefore, after mature consideration, 
determined on making the attempt, and adopted the following 
plan. 

Bounties were offered for the best plan of a wooden Aque­
duct over the river Weiland, and a Dam across the Grand river. 
The remainder of the work was laid out in sections of half a 
mile in length. Every proposal Was to be based on the Con­
tractor being paid a portion of the money on hand, and the bal­
ance after the Company obtained the means from the Legisla-
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ture, Covenants were inserted in each contract, embracing the 
abo\'e condition; also, that ca('h section should be finished by 
the 15 th "\ U'-':llst: if not. that part remaining unfinished should 
be let tn any other Conlr;t('jor; and that w soon as anyone 
section was finished, t1j(~ furce employed should he placed on the 
nearest adjoinill'-': section thereto, so that the \\'hole effective 
force Rhould be retained until the waters of the Grand river 
were let illto the main Canal. The Contractors hired their 
laborill'-': men under similar conditions, and thus every man be­
came p'Tsonally interested in passino:; a vessel during the navi­
gaLle season, as it was well understood that 011 this en:llt alone 
the Legislature could be induced to make a further loan. 

This comiJination of persollal interest produced the anticipa­
ted result. Although the :W;V-;<)Il \\'as late-the frost continuing 
in the ground until the 15th day of i\ pril-still the Dam across 
the C;ralid ri\'er, the Aqueduct o\'er the vVelland, four Locks at 
the Veep Cut, the cut at the mouth of the Chippawa, and twen­
ty-seven miles of Canal, were so far completed on the 9th day of 
October, as tu admit the passing of a vessel from Dunnville down 
the Feeder. It is questionaLle whether, apart from the want of 
money, on any occasion whatever, all equal quantity of work has 
ever been performed \vith the same force, in so short a time. 

The Report states: "It is not the intention of the Directors 
to recapitulate the embarrassing difficulties they had to encoun­
ter, during the past year; but it is just to say, that had it not 
been for the confidence manifested by the Contractors, the work 
must have been suspended altogether. By their indefatigable 
exertions, uncler great disadvantages, the Canal was filled; and 
on the 30th of Nuvember, (the anniversary of the day on which 
the Canal was commenced,) the inhabitants of this District were 
gratified in witnessing the ascent of two schooners-the Ann 
& Jane, of York, (now Toronto,) and the R. H. Boughton, of 
Youngstown, N. Y.-from lake Ontario to lake Erie." 

The commercial intercourse thus opened, was not then appre­
ciated, as appears from the following extract from the Report 
of the Directurs for that year. ., It has been their mortification 



hitherto, to find, that \yhile with the greatest proportion of 
strangers who yj',it the prm'incr, the '\'elland Canal seems to 
possess a particular iuterL:"t, the inhabitants of Upper Cauacia, in 
gencral, appcar to haye the most imperfect ideas of the stupen­
dous nature of this great undcrtakill.'..';-tlw rapid strides by which 
it is advancing to its consummation-and the immense advan­
tages to themsel \'('s and to their country which must follow the 
successful termination of a work, that it is prohahle will he 
thought hereafter, to reflect some dc'gree of credit upon those 
by whose encouragement and exertions it has been supported." 
'Vhen ,,'e reflect on all the ('ircumstances conne('1L:d with this 
undertaking, up to this period, its success appears almost mar­
vellous. 

The disappointment of the Directors in not procuring money 
from Englaud, i~ thus alluded tl I. "The financial arrallgcments 
ha\'e been attenlled \yith difficulties, which they hall no reason 
to expect, oecause they ha\'e arisen from a he,ilatillu tu fulfil 
engagements which the Directllrs considcred to be binding and 
conclusive, and upon which they, therdore, relicd. No such 
failure, however, has occurred with respcct to the :-itu('kholders 
in America; and they trust, \\'hen pains are taken to contrast 
authentic information with groundless fears and idle reports, any 
hesitation \"hich has hitherto been exhibited, will be removed." 

j'\'Jtwithstandillg the increased expelJse and delay incurred by 
removing the Dam from the lllouth of the Grand river,-the 
slides and sinh at the Deep ('ut,-and from the Cl)lnpany's 
limited means, it \"ill seared) be credited, that this great un­
dertaking \"as so far accomplished, for the very moderate ex­
penditure of £:2;:2,;05. (For details, refer to table :\u. 4.) 

As ::t further proof of the wallt of capital, as \\TIl as the little 
interest felt for the undertaking at this time, only :2:l:.! Shares of 
the capital Stock, amounting tl) £2,000, was helel in all Upper 
Canada; and only eight indi"iduals held a sufficient number of 
Shares to ,[ualify them to become Directors, namely: the lIon. 
John Henry Dunn, President, Hon . .Juhn B. Robill';"ll, 'IV. Al­
lan, Henry·J. Boulton, D'Arey Boulton, and Colonel \V('lJ~, of 

B 
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Toronto; C:('l)r,'C'(~ Kel'!t:r. of TlJOrold, aml '\"illiall1 Hamilton 
~\[nritt, of:-;t. t'atharilles. The,' 1Ji'\'('r rC("'i\'('d or l(),-,kt,cl for 

all)' COll1pCllsatlllli ,\'hateH;r, for t!ll'ir sl'l"\'i,'e:-: as llire('jors; 

and hayirw accolll])lisheG the o],)'('('t felr \\'llich thl"" undertook 
u ' . 

this thallkk,,, allcllllOst ardl1l1u" duty, tlli'y retired, richly cnti-

tkd to the follu\ring apl'r0l'riatl~ remarks of their SUCCl'~"urs, 

in 1t-l33. 
"The former Din'ct'lrs an' entitkrl. to all praise fnr their pcr­

SL'\'('raWT alld l'atri"ti~IIJ. \\"e would name them illlli\'iclually, 

but it is 1lI111C(TSsary. The jlublic knll\I', \\'!lo an!, and have 

oe(,lI, the' 1lll(1c\'i;:tting "l1l']lIlrkr:-: of the ulldertaking. and by 

"'hose ,'\crtililis the l'n's('llt 1 )il','!'tnl'S ha\'" the satisfaction to 

:11111111111'-"', that \'essL'1s can no\\' 1':I'S frntn lake J\li('liigan to 

1) rC"I'II(." 

1830,-Aftcr a eritieal cxaillinatioll of tlw expellditure, by a 

COll1lllittee Ill' the IIouse of "\ss(.'mbl)" who reported on the 

2'2m1 January, "that, altlu>ll,'Ch the trallcal'1inns in the nooh 
embrace an expenditure of up\yard, ,d' :t million nf dollars, thl')' 

saw ,"er," little indeed tn (,ensure," the LCC:'isJaturc, l)~' a ma­

jority OftWII, grankll a J()~!Il of.:C"2~),onO,\',hi,;h enalJlc:cl the Com­
pany to pay the ,1"L(, incurred t]ll~ l'rl'l'I,di11'C' )'('ar. 

nobert l~alldal, Esq., :\1. P., was :lpp"intecl a C\1I11l11issioner 

under the aL"\'I; :("1. lIe Ill:l.! ' a Yl'r~' :':l1isj':lI't l 'r,\' IlL'port, ill 

] 1"('['1111"'1', and ('()Iltinuccl to 1J(' a sk:111y ~11PI"'rtcr of the work. 

1831.-0n the IGth ;,Jarch, ~l Loan of £;:'II,OO() was obtained, 

(In L'lIlIflition that till' ('IIJnI':\lI~' should furnish indi\'idual secu­

rity that this Sllm I\ould "olll[,ktc the \\hole Canal, Harbors, 

c\::1:. l\:I'. frOl11 lake to lake, \yitlwl1t :111)' further grant for that 

],111']")S('; anrl sit"l1lcl incll'll1uif:' the GI}\'ernrnc11t against the 

payment of i11t('j'('st Oil the sai,[ Loan, ancl ulw-Iwlf the principal 

of tIll' saml'. Johll D. Yaks, "\J('xanclcr l.'aks :\I('Donell, and 
\\'m. Hamilton ~Icrritt IJel'rullI' lialJIc: for the amount required. 

This L'Jall \Ias ol)lailll'(l on all al'l'licatinl! for a ",rant lit" £200,-

000, II} ,'xtcllLl till: Callal from the AqL1ecluct t" lake Eric, and 

hllisll it thnll1gllOllt. in a dnraille manner. It \"as at one time 

adopted by the IIouse, although subsequently altered to the 
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above Loan, which is to be rt.'grctteJ, as it failed to accomplish 
the desired (,],ject. J IUI\"'\"(.'1', it ,\'<IS a partial reliet~ as it en­

abled the C"llljlall,l' t" aHlid the tardy and cil'Ulituus naviga­
tion of tbe \\'eIland aml Si~IC"~lr~l ri"'Ts, and thence ul' to Puint 
Abino-a di,tall(,c of tlft~' rniles-Ly lllaking a Canal of only 
seven miles in leuco;tb, 

1832,-The Cholera materially rel:mi,'d til{' IJl'OS,','ution of 
the ,,'ork, this year. .\. ,!!l'CatlT !lUllJi,,'!' of vidiliis fcll a l'r"y 
to this sweeping seour'2;c, on this part ,,1' the lim', according tu 
the number, than in any other part (of l'alladu.. 

1833,-M,'ssl's, the H"ll, Jolm B, :\Iacaulay, "\.lisaluill Shade, 
and \\'illiam B. RolJill'('II, \H:re apl'ointed l"'lllmi"iullt'r, this 
-,"'ar,-the latter gClltlcllJan \vas app"illtcd :-;111t<Tinl,'ndant, and 
\l'as some Y' 'aI'S aft(,],II'ard" Chid' ( .. 'llllUissiuller of l'lll,lic 

\\'nrks, and ha, at all tilll"S rClldered till' lllldcrtakill!.i the lllOst 

Qr;ti\'e and efli"icllt sUI'I"»'t. 

Bcnjamin \\Tri!C'ht, Eo',!" the princil,al En!!im"T IIll the El'i,~ 

Canal, ,,'as l'mployed t<> rej'ort on the \\<'rk. ;\I't,'1' u. minlltr, 

,'xarnination, \1':: find til<' fulluwill'2; ,',t1':l<'t, in a 1('(1<'1' he ad­
dn'''!i,_"l to \\" B. RoL,imittll, Boq" ,[:,1",] U<'1o],cr, 1:~:3;J ;-

"I can hardI:' find ,,'(ml,; to '-'''pn'" "'hat I thillk Ill' the illl­

portance of thi" CamL (the \\'dland,) and tht: amiIi:1l'y proj",'t 
lIj' improvin,'2; tile Rapids (If the St. LI I\T'~lJ'T, to tlte eOl1lml'l"­

cial importanr'" of :U, "llrL'al and QI1t'b,·('. . \,11 til" \\"',1<:1'11 

',"orIel, ,,'hich is to be inhalJi1cd II: its 1,'11'; of milli')lls of inelu,;­
trious people, is ycry Illuch indined 1" ,!,!Tt on to lake .l~ric ; and. 

\\'hen once there, it ,\'ill sit"w a great 1\,:ll1t of enterprise ill the 
people of the two Canada,;, if they do not cornl'dc for this ,'2;1"<':,t 

prizc-they can elo it, and \\'ill do it succcssfully. The:\ <.:w 

York Canal can never a''('<JIIIII1'ttbk that \\' orld, CI'<:ll '\'ith all 

the auxiliary Hailroads \\'hiel! can be lliadc, I may be entlll1-

siastic in my \ic\\:i-l think I am !lot; and that Callatla ,tll'~llt 

to be up anel doing." 

1834,-Thc Report of thc 1 lin'durs "f the :31,;t March, cll)sCS 

with the foil, '\\'illg remarks. i'TIll.'rc has bccn n" wallt of ex­

ertion or skill in conducting, or economy in exccutillg this ardll-



OUS 1ll1(lcrtaking. The inc]'(;asl'd e"]l,'nses and tedioLls til'lays, 
pl'lll'eeded from causes nut within their power to control. The 
ckul"es wade ill the linc "I' the C~llml, its increased dinll'lJsilillS, 
alter~tions Ill' the original plall, and relllO\'al (If the ilalll after 
the \Yorks had been in considerable ll\'n!:-~Tl"s, il1\'o!\'ed the Cllm­
pan)' ill ,!!E:at additional l'''pellse. Thc k'SSI'S, delays, dis:tl'­
}"Iintlllcnts and I'lIlbarraSsllll'llts agaillst whieh the Company 
ha\'I' strll,~,~led, sir\l'l' tlte c:(knsilill uf thl'ir charkr for ~hip 
]\ a l'igatio;1, and the failurc in pnll'uring tl1<; Stock in England, 
f'<lll only be kno\yn by those \\'/10 had examilled the su],j,;ct. 
Thl' ~to(;kholdcrs alonc, 'who are the most deeply interl'skd, 
vie\\' the undertaking in its true li,C!'ht, ~lIld are entitled to the 
cow.;idl'ration of the country for the sacrifices the r ha \'c made, 
and for the spirikd IilanlWr in ",hidl tlwy han' sustained the 
\\"1.11'1;. They haye Iaiel uut "f their capital for many years, and 
h,lVt, il/clITred a positive loss; \\hile the British Go\'ernment, and 
Pruviu(;l's of l' ['per and LO\n:r Canada, arc positive gainers." 

The letter of John D. Yates, R'q., to James I-I. ~ampson, 

Chainllan of Committee, ,C!i \'I'S a lll'icf review of the Canal, up 
to the present period. It I'ro\'l'~ that any attempt to construct 
the LUI'ks of any other material than \\'(lIld, would have GLllSI.'d 

an I'ntirl' faillll'e; be('ause it would have (',like! for an expelldi­
tUl'!' whidl, at that time, it \\'(lI!ld ha\'1' been impossible to meet. 
It establi:,dll's, also, that no \\'ork lIf ~imilar magnitude has I'\'er 
heen eonstructed for the same mOlle),. And in that dncument 
Mr. Yates declares that, from his knowledge of the country by 
which the Canal will be supported, he has every conlle!ence in 
the result, provided means shall be furnished to complete it. 

On the 16th March, the capital was increased to £250,000, and 
the Government subscribed £50,000 ~toek. 

1835,-The Report of this year alludes to the diminution of 
transportation, caused by the frost and the snow-storm on the 
night of the 14th :\Ia:-, 1:-1:34, which destroyed a great portion 
of the crops in the 'Western eountrY,-an event \\'hich should 
not be passed over, unnoticed. Tables were published aiyincr 
. f' 1 d "" '" ltelnS 0 t 1e tra e passing the Canal; and their continuance re-



commended, to point out its relative increase, from year to year. 
The expenditure during the last six years, was £17S.7:2!. For 
a statement of the description of \\"urk performed, refer to Re­
port above alluded (u. 

1836.-From the :27th 1::tmwr)" to the 13th of April, a Com­
mittee of the J A',,=,i';]~'li\"e ;\.'''''1111,ly was employed im·(':;II,!.':atill;C; 
the affairs of the CUlll[lany. in consequence of charg<:s of Defal­
cation; and they reported that, althouc:h errors existed. no in­
tentional fraud had been brought home to any individual Otl1CC'r 
of the Company; nor did it appear that the misconduct com­
plained of, in this respect, had benefitted allY indiviliuais con­
nected with the management of the Canal. 

That the Accountants employed, Jlroceeded to balallce the 
Books, from the commencement of their o],erations uJl to the 
present time; but that the im"estigation of all the Accounts of 
the Company, would have occupied them at least six lllonths. 
After describing the balances of dit1erent ACI'Utlllts, they add,­
,. But it is quite impossibJe for the ('ulIlmittee t" say \vhcthcr, 
upon a general investigation lit" the whole ;\.(TlIllllts, these sums 
would be increased or diminished." 

"T()It<>'iTO, 4th JIlnf, 1";W. 

"P. G. BEATo:\, Esq.-]),·iI!" S'I!": At yom re(1uest, I ha\'e 
examined the Journal and Lcd,C!:cr made lJY you, from the Books 
of the vVelland Canal, and I It,, VI~ no hcsitation in expressillg my 
opinion, that the plan you ha\"e adopted is a good one. and I 
should say the best that could ha\'c been taken, to ascertain thc 
real expenditure of the \\"ork. Of course, I haye not examined 
into the details, but presume, from the appearallce of the Jour­
nal, with thc references to the original Books, that they havc 
been correctly made out, and they al,pear to balance exactly. 
Of your own abilitics as an Accountant, I neycr had any donl,t. 
and I think it would have 1,('1.'11 fortunate for the Directors oj" 

the Company if they had always had you as thcir Aeeoulltant. 
" Your's, truly, 

(Signed,) FRA'S HINCKS." 

On the 4th May, the Secretary, John Clark, Esq., having 
desired a more general investigation of the Accounts than 
Messrs. Hineks and Young were enabled to make, the Board, in 
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consequence, appointed Messrs. Cameron and Murray, Account­
ants to the Canada Company, and the Bank of Upper Canada, 
who reported on the 8th June, thus:-

"TORONTO, 8th June, 1836. 

"To the President and Directors of the Trclland Canal Company: 

"GEYJ'LE1IE]'I; :-In l'IJl11pliance with the request of your Presi­
d,'nt and ~ecretary, and of the order of yom Board, of the, 4th 
ultilllO, we have, with the assistance of .:\Ir. Beaton, exammed 
the Books of the Compan)', from its formation to ~he cl?se of,the 
,"t'ar It':{;). and now be.'.!; to l,res"llt the rcsult oj our lI1\"CstIga­
tioll, in the a('('olllpanviug concise balance sheet, showing the 
('xpenditure on each p~rti~ular branch, and the receipts of every 
des(Til'tion. 

* * * * * * * * 
"In clilldusion, \\'e lIave tu remark upon the whole investiga-

tion, that in ('lIlIsidcratilill of the expenditure of so large a sum 
of 111<1111')'. thwugllOu t a I II-ri oJ of t \I'd I'e years, on )'a yrnen t of 
Aceoullts kl')'t \Iith ujl\I'anl" of t\\"o thousand indiyiduals, that 
it is very sllrprising how fcw crrors have occurred; and we be­
lievc that there arc fcw undertakings of a similar magnitude, 
the "\('('lIll11t8 uf \lllich havc been so correctly kept; and the 
faithful a''{'UUI!t ,,"hich the Books afi(Jl'd of the manics rcceil'ed 
I).', tIl(' Company, lIlll"t reflcr-t the hi<:iIest ncdit on the otfic('I's 
entrusted with their disbursement. \\' e have now to hope, that 
the result of our investigation will prove usOC'ful and satisfactory 
to the Board of Directors of the vVelIand Canal Company, and 
that their minds \1 ill be no\\' at rest, rcspccting imputed Defal­
cations III the lflanagement of the Company's ~dfairs. 

(Signed,) "JXU. M. A. CAl\IE1WX, 
.'lnWllllllllt to the Canada Co. 

(Signed,) "C, S. Ml'RRAY. 
Book /{['('})('/' Bank of U. c." 

Fnlll1 the al)()H' it is clear that the system adopted in 1830, 
by ",hidl the House of Assembly appointed a portion of the 
Directors, who ,,"cre gentlemen holding no jll'l'sonal interest 
in the undertaking. produced precisel)' the result \yhich its op­
posers at the time predicted-fruitful and continued contention. 
The uniform and nIOst determined opponents of the undertaking, 
who had uniformly yoted against any grant, and all public aid, 
\vere selected for management. The appointment of Directors 
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was made a party question, and the whole period was wasted 
in useles~ strife. It, therefore, became cyident, that the system 
of management must be changed. 

On the 28th of Noyember, a Committee of the House of As­
sembly, consisting of .Messrs. Jonas Jones, Chairman, Cart­
'night, Chisholm, Rykert, Bockus, Robinson, Norton, McKay, 
and Richardson, report-" That, from a personal ill:-;l'cction of 
the whole line, they arc impressed with the importancc of the 
\york. COII:-;idcrinc; the ob"t~dl's to be surmounted, it has as­
tonished the Committee to sec how much has becn ac,·ollll'lished. 
They recommend making the 'VeJJand Canal titri,·tl}· a Public 
Work, on such terms as ",ill comiline the principle of ultimate 
indemnification to the priYate Skueholders. with a ,iue regard 
to the interest and conYcniel1<'c I'j' thc public." 

The reason assigned \YetO', that the ShareholJers had f('I'cived 
110 equi\'alent for their outlay, while the public \Verc amply re­
munerated. In proof of which, tllf')' remark in their HI'port of 
the 17th December, that the reycnuc at the Ports of Fort Eric 
and Chil'l'a\la, Iwd increased frolll £31, (,\,hen the Canal com­
menced in li':t21,) to £1,OGH, in IS:l;!. That it i, impossible I" 

cstima te the y;:tll1e of the erections, and the Ialld on and a1H'H~ 
it, which alread:- has added thllusands and thous:1IHis of poullds 
to the value of the Pro\'incc, far l·:'I,{,I·ding the principal and ill­
terest of the ou tla \'. 

1837.-0n the cuh ;\Iarr~h, 7th vVm. 4th, cap. 8:l, \I'a~ passed, 
which converted all Loans heretofore made to the Company, by 
the Prol'incial Government, into Stock, and authorized a further 
subscription, on the part of the Government, of £215,000, to 
complete the Canal in a durable manner, \vith stone L,wks. 
The sale to the Hydraulic Company 'was cancelled, and the land 
re-purchased,-the rents having increased to about £1,000; and 
the Canal was placed under the control of the Governmc.:nt, by 
the appointment of three out of the five Directors. This Act 
appropriated the income to be derived from the Canal, firstly, 
towards the payment of interest on future loans: secondly, in 
the payment of dividends to private Stockholders until it reached 
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~ix JILT cent. ; and thirdly, the remainder to be applied to the 
1':1\'llwllt of interest on the I,fc\-ious :ldnlW:CS by the Govern­
lll~nt. The cost 0[' management ,vas to be sustained out of the 

capital, ulltil the Canal \IOas iini~hed. 

1838.-0n the 12th of February, the Heport [Letter B.] ap­
pended hereto, ,vas laid l,ef"!'lo : the Legislature. It is allUlled to, 
to ~how the strikin'!: difll:rence of opinion which exi~ted at the 
time, between the Dire(~tors appointed h\- the Cn\'I'rnmtHlt, and 
those appointed hy the :-;tl)('kholder~, The pul1lication of this 
ltepurt, lTl'Clted a distrust in the millds of the Shareholders, re­
cl"'ctin,'; thc future man:l,,!:clllcnt of the Canal, which led them 
tn j>ditioll, for the first tllllC, that the Cu\'ernment \\"flUld assume 

!1J(' i'lltirc WU11;:. 

rhi:; yar, th,' Diredors report an CXI'('~S of rcvenue over 
j.'-':~7. "I J2;),Olli. "\lI1ount of Toll received, £11,701. Hy­
llraullc nUlts, £1,1171, Total, £1~!,7::-:1. Cost of administration 
:'111\ iutel"l'st, £(;'!)~li. Lea\'iug a dividend on the private capital, 
elf J i,er 1:lllt. 

The S'll'erinkndant, "y D. Robinson, ESf}., abo reports the 
dearalJ"C of 1,31S Yesscls; and anticipates a large addition to 
the receipts. 

1839,-On the IGth ':\hy follo\\'i11.';. the 4th and 5th Victoria, 
"Cl!'. 4:-1, \\Oas passed, authorisill,~ the purchase of the pri \'atc! 
,-"tl'k. 

1840.-0n the 30th .hnuary, an Ad,]n~~s pas~cd the Assembly 
unanimously, praying that the Royal asscnt ,\'oule! no longer be 
\\'ithheld to the act of 183!1, for the reasons assigned in the Re­
port, "which l'Cc'ummendeu the l,r"I";rty to be re-placed under 
the control (If the pri\'ak Shareholders. The Roval assent \\'as 
ol)tainl'll, in this Yl,ar, aue! the Le1.rlslature authorized a errant of . ~ '" 
£;:'OO,OUO, to (,1)111)1lete the work. 

It \vas pleasing to \\'itne8s the change in public opinion, which 
took place respecting tbis une!ertakilJ~'. Every grant bad been 
heretofore closely cUlItcske!. In 1834, Mr. Justice McLean, 
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, and always a promi­
nent supporter of the \\T ell and Canal carried the bill bv his , . 



casting vote; and vvithout individual security. it could not have 
1)een passed. 

In 1841, all a division, onl~' two out of eighty members op­
posed the grant. From this period the interest of the private 
Sharcholders in the work ceased. 

1842.-This year the Government assumed the entire control, 
and commenced the enlargement, under the superintendance of 
the Board of 'Yorks. Thc expenditure the last six years, was 
£114,467-a\'eraging about £19,078 per year. See Table 1. 

1843.-This year, the aforementioned act was amended, by 
the act appended hereto, [Letter C.] under the provisions of 
\\'hich, Debentures were issued to the private Shareholders, for 
the amount of the capital paid in. 

The 'Yelland Canal Company have been reproached, from 
time to time, because the cxpenditure exceedcd the estimatcs ; 
but a comparison with any similar work, will prove whether 
this accusation is ,veil founded or not. 

Hiram Tibbetts, Civil Engineer, made out an estimate to im­
prove the channel, in the manner heretofore pointed out, for 
hoats of twenty tons burden, at £10,000. 

In lS~5, Samuel Cluws made an estimate for a ship Canal, 
with wooden locks, from the mouth of Grand river to lake On­
tario, (11 milcs~ S fcet water,) at £179,556 13s. 7d. N. Ro­
berts, Geddes, and F. Hall, corroborated portions of the above. 

In 1829, the increased expense of raising the summit to Grand 
river lcvd, by Messrs. Barrett, and Geddes, \vas estimated at 
£54,000. The Port C,,1borne cut, by Mr. Barrett, at £42,34(j. 

In 1830, Committee report, that, from the Reports of .J ndge 
"'right and lUr. Hall, and from their own inspection, to make 
stone Locks 21 feet wide and 110 long, they will not VCllturC to 
estimate less than £200,000. 

In 1838, N. H. Baird and H. H. Killaly, Civil Engineers, es­
timated the cost of rendering the Welland Canal a permanent 
and efficient work,-locks 24 feet wide, 110 feet in length, and 
8 feet water, £290,949 5s. 5d. 

c 
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Altholwh the ori(l'inal estimate for the Ship Canal exceeded 
co '':> 

the expellditure l)~' the Company more than double, it did not 
materiall I' exn:cd the el,st by the GOI'ernrllent purchase of 181:3. 
110\\'e\,('1:, in order to provide a remedy, the Legislature passed 
an c\('( to prevent any ,York, in fu lure, exceeding the estimated. 

cost. 
The 151h clause of the act of 1841, which created a Board 

fill' the management of our Public "rorh, provided, that no con­
tract should -be entered illto, or any money ,;xl,ended on any 
work on ",hich allY public money hall been, or shall be appro­
priated, unlcss the \\'Ilrk can be ('olnpletecl fill' the sum so appro­
priated. e nder this act, \VC kl \'e the following estimate of the 
Hon. H. H. Killaly, Chief EI,[;'ineer, fill' the COlllplction of the 
'Wcllalld Canal in a l'lTmanellt :1llcl fully sui1lcient manner, with 
(:ut stone Locks, I:'!O by :.lG, and 8 feet Ii inches \\'ater on the sills 
-£450,000, Sterling-to be expended as follows: £50,000 in 
lti41, £150,000 in 1842, £150,000 in 1t-:43, and 100,000 in ISH. 

In 1843, the Locks \\'('1'8 enlarged to E,O feet by 2G feet 6 
inches; and after an inve~(igation h~- ~Ir. Power, Ci \'il Engi­
neer, that the work could 1,,: done under the aboye appropria­
tiun, the summit \\'as redl1l:l:d frllnl the level of the Grand river 
to that of lake Eric. 

In IS~l;), the whole of the above appropriation was expended, 
and £178,30G provided for. In 11-117, £i'\2.,'-\7G. In 1848, £102,­
OGS. In IS50, £134,OHG. ::\Iaking in all, £9!)7,316-all of 
~\Yhieh \wre sanctioned under the Acts referred to in Statement 
So. 2. 

From the ahovl: it will he seen, that even an art of Parlia­
ment proves no security <lc;ainst an excess of expenditure over 
estimates. This clause remained a record of the folly of the 
Legislature which pa,,'ccl it, and has Ycry properly been repealed. 

Haying traced the ORIGli\" and PROGRESr-; of this undertaking 
up to the time it became a Public vVork, the amount of rnll~JC 
WEALTH (Tca!l'd by the ('oll~truction of this Canal may, in some 
measure, be appreciated by contrasting the prices of transport­
ation before and since it was opened. Then, the pl'iee of eon-
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veying :l tOll of produce from l::tke Eric to :iHontreal, was £3: for 
a ton of merchandize upwards, £G 1 :!s, Gd, ,1\ (lIC, it is reduced 

to £1 C", down, and £1 {is, 11]'. This immense saying in the 

cost of transportation, all goe's into the pockets of the gro\\'cr 
and COnSUIl1l'r, and far exceeds all:' estimate e\'Cr lllade lJy its 

most sanguine supporters. In fad, a barrel of Hour is trans­
ported from lake Erie to Ontario, for one-half-penny less than 
the mere cost of to\yin!!, 

The increase of Customs, caused b:' the increased consump­
tion created hy' this canal, ,yhi,'h has been often IlI)ti'~I'd, far 
e;;:ceeds tlte amount paid fur intercst, without refnc\JI'c; to the 
illl'l'l'a:;c of tolls-and it is morally certain, from tlte (',>!dinued 
increase tlti, year, that the (',/1/(/1 never will, in fuct, co,,/ the 
PlliJlic II siu'.!!!' jill,thillg; but, Oil the eontrar:', ,\'ill becoilic one 
of the most fruitful sOl1l'ces of revenue under the control of the 
l'rlH'illl:ial (:"\"')'1111]1'111. In l,roof of witi,'II, it is only 11'-'1'(.'8-

~ary' to rcfer tu the ,\'I'!] known Heport of Culollcl Albert, ill 
1."'1:,0, on tlte Harbors of lake Eri,,-tllC cX}",rts from \\ hil'h, in 

Uhio alolle, amounkd to tlli' 8110rlllnilS sum of ~~17,5DA,Gf)ti, ami 
ilJlj)()rts to :if;'2:1,!I."'I!-"OOII, This imlllense trade of ul'wanls of 
j~)l'ty millions of dollars, (,1ii1)r:1'-"~s only t\\,<:I\'e purts 011 t\l'lI 

hunrlred miles of "((ast. \\'liat then \\'ill be the extent of I'UIII­
IlH,rce along thc (,II,lsts of th",c yast inland Lakes, ,v}WlJ till' 

contiguous fntilc tl!rritory L)(~('I)IIl'~s as c!l'IISl!ly populated as the 

Ohio si,l<" of lake Eric is now) 

In ('1llJ!'lu<iill!! this bril~f ~llJflmary of the Ori.!,!'in mIll P]'II!,2TtCSS 

of tlw "',·lland ('allal, it IJlay not perh:lJ!" be inappropriate to 
IjllU(o: tlj(' fullowincc extracts from the Rcport of }."~j, 

"::\0 work in Europe or "lmcrica will bear a comparison 'lith 

it in uscfulness. In touchin,!f upon the mighty resul ts which 
must soon follow its completion, the truth ,yill assume the ap­

pearance of the most extravagant exaggeration, to those ",ho 

do not make themselves acquainted with the singular geographi­
cal position of North America, The interior Seas alJo"e the 

Falls of :=\iagara, contain more than half the fresh "sater on this 
planet-bounded by upwards of 400,000 square mites of as fer-
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tile land as can be found on the globe, and exceeding in length 
of coast, five thousand miles. These Seas affording the most 
beautiful and commodious means of internal communication ever 
seen, on a scale which human science and human labor, or the 
treasures of a ~world, cannot rival-can be approached by ships 
only through the vVelland Canal, with which no other work of 
the kind in Europe or in Asia, ancient or modern, will bear a 
comparison in usefulness. It is truly a National object, and 
ought to be executed on a scale of unrivalled magnitude, at any 
co,.;!, and at any trouble. It will be cheap at fivc times the esti­
mated amount of £"250,000. 

"Such is the importance, and ~uch will be the splendid re­
sults, of the work now otTered to the notice of those entcrpri­
~in!2; and cnlightened capitalists who may be disposed to contri­
butc to its completion; at the same time that they secure to 
themselves a participation in its advantages, and a share of the 
liberal profits which it may reasonably and speedily be expected 
to prod uce." 

This vivid description was comprehended at the time, by few. 
Its truth is now universally acknowledged. Its results have and 
will be realized to the very letter. Who has and who will reap 
the profit-the private Shareholders, or the PubJir; 1 

- -+H-II"""UtN---

EXPENDITURE, INCOME, &c. 

THE following Statistical Statements are exhibited for the 
purpose of placing before the public, correct information re­
specting the amount of Expenditure by the 'V ell and Canal 
Company-the amount paid by the Provincial Government 
\V~e~1 purchased in 1842---.the amount expended by the Com~ 
nllSSlOl1erS of the Boar~ of vVorks, from thence, up to 1852-
~he annual Inc?me receIved, and the amount paid for Interest 
Il1 each year, Sll1ce the purchase, with an Estimate of the future 
Income, from 1852 to 1860 inclusive, and the future prospects 
of the vVelland Canal. 
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TABLE No. 1. 
Statement oj the total El'pcnrli/lIl'c on the H,11uII(l Canal. up to 1842, 

including Stock, LOClns, (Trallts, Tolls, FOI'/eitllffs, Bequests, and 
olhel' Disbursements. 

1st. Expenditure on the Canal, up to 1836. (See Report of 
Committee, 17th Dec., 1836. App. No.3, Journals of 1836-7.) 

AlIIOL"NT OF STOCK PAID BY THE 

Government of Upper Canada, 8,(jllll Shares, £ 107,;,1I(] 0 0 
do. Lower Canada, ~,IIIIII do. ~:"IIIIII 0 IJ 

Individuals in Upper Canada, ~!J7 do. :l.71J 10 0 
do. Lower Canada, l,lOG do. BY'!5 0 0 
do. i\'ew Brun;,wick, 40 do. 500 0 0 
do. New York, 5,.'i/O do. 60.(ic.) 0 0 
do. England, 2,411 do. 30, J:l7 10 IJ 

Forfeited Stock, ,)·10 0 0 
c£:2,-,n,~JO () 0 

Loaned by (he Province, from 18~G (0 18,11, ]1111,11(11) 0 II 
do. do. Britlsh Government, ;).;,,;5,) 11 :2 

------ ].-),i,j,3,i II '! 
------

Tolls in 1830 and 18,1 I, 
1«'2, 
[,<l:3, 
],,:1 (. 
] ..... :l:J, 
],-;)0, 

£3,607 ]·1 ,o~ 
2,4:e 9 ,'1 
3,618 1 ~'l 
3,719 1 11; 
3,el)7 5 ll] 
5,1),"):) 3 .~ 

Land and H vdranlic Rents, 
Exchall~e, ~ 
Bank o(Upper Canada Loan Account, 
Donation of the Catholic Bi,llOp of Quebec, 
George Keef('f. J. Da\'l". S. ~ll1ith, -

.C~;!,'!~t:l [6 4 
.5.54 7 90 

7,]56 ]5 5-
1,370 ;l 3 

25 0 0 
2,],57 4:! 

BALANCE -"HE}. r :FOR I b:J(j. 

Lands and Hydraulic Rent', 
lnt('fe ..... t, - . 
I,,~ll(, . .., of \Vclhnd (';,]}al :\'u/1'~. 

Variou~ other small Jl('lll<', 

~1.i:1 4 5 
]I)] II 1 -- :;:;:, l.'i G 

~,I!.) ];, 0 
:2,~J-~ ] tI 7 

£lIIl;,:l:I" 11 " 

£4:',1;)3 [S 0 

2nd. Amount derived from Tolls, from 1837 
to 18JO, inclusi,'c. 
ToJJsofl'<J~ £5,5'-n 4 4 Hydraulic Rents, £697 It 10 £0.';18 11 '2 

" J,'~:JS 6,7:!3 4 11 " 330 I', 11 7.11~):J 17 10 
" J'<:n 11,710 9 7 I,ll'! :2 10 1'!,H:.!J 1', 5 
" 1,c'·JJI 19,1291:2 2 1,0~j 6 1 :211,1:27 I~ 3 

---40,323 7 8 
37'd. Expended nndor the Act of 1837, 7th William IV., 11'0111 

F:Jj to 18-13, G',14.! 0 0 

Total Expenditure (0 ] ~43, £::;lj;,,~~G 13 10 

From the aLove data we haye the following results: 
1st. That no Work of equal magnitude in America, has been 

constructed at less cost, or with more rigid economy. 



The Reports of the Directors, in 1829, after the tw:o first ves­
sels had passed through from Lake to Lake, contaInS th,e fol­
lowing remark. "To show the Gnyernl11~nt and the Stock­
holders that their money has been economIcally expended, the 
following statement is presented:-

"Tutal Cost of the Trel1and C({lIal. 

"Amonnt paid Contractors, on thl" E:stimatc of the Engineers, £243,000 
" A \.ards and Real Estate, - 4,8.53 

Duties l" G,,\ernmcnt, and Interest to Bank U. C. 8,804 
TllC>m:ts Pro("(lIr, A~'(' nt, New York, 3,428 
C'lnlin;,;' 'ncies, inclL;din ,C;' ;-;;tiari,:s, &c. making Ilear 

jiH~ per CI'Ilt. on the outlay, 12,710 

Total, 
To 183i:l-dnrin;,; a period of ,ix yt'ars, 
To 184:!-during the ,;tllle jJl"l'i1Id, 

£178,724 
1H,4(j7 

£272,795 

293,191 

From 1824-c«nring a period of nineteen years, £.56.5,9,S(j 

2nd. The e:-:tcnt of the \Vorks is thus described, in the Re­
port of 1835. 
L"Ilr;th of ;-;hip Canal f!'IJm ];lkes Eri<~ to Ontario, 28 miles. 
Frllm Purl Ilnbinson tl) mUllth of rin-J' I\' eiland, 9t 
From ri\"'l' W ellanrl to Fort Erie, ::lhip Canal and Towing-path, 18 
From Port Maitland to DunnYill,~, Harbor and Towing-path, .5 
Fr<,ffi Dunm'ille to Cayuga, 15 

B,)ut Canal from J unctiull to Dnnm'ille, 
75t 
20i 

106 
Embracing in all, a .:\' avi!!ation of one hundred and six miles in 
length, with an ascent of 358 feet, surmounted l)y forty \-vooden 
Locks; besides the erection of three HarLors-Ports Dalhousie, 
1\b.itland, and Col borne-an Aqueduct o\'er the river \Velland, 
3G:,) feet in length and 2·1 feet in width, (the best wooden struc­
ture in Amerif:a, designed and built by Marshal Lewis)-a Dam 
and Embankment o\'cr the Grand river, near one mile in width, 
and fifteen fcet deep in the channel-and one and three-quarter 
miles of the deepest cutting in America, averaging from thirty 
to fifty-six feet-together with 13,400 acres of Land, in Wain­
fleet,-and innumerable situations for Hydraulic Power-the 
rents of which e:-:eecd £1,000 per annum." 

3rd. In Appendix to Journals of the House of Assembly, (vol. 
2, page 155, 31st January, 1839,) we find recorded an Estimate 
of the progressive increase of the Income anticipated by the Di-
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rectors; and by reference to Table ~ o. 2, we find the actual 
amount realized in those years, which presents the following 
result. 

In 1839, Estimate, £10,000 Amount recci\-cd, £1~,R~3 
1840, 1~,,500 20,~28 

1,')41, 15,000 ~U,~02 

1842, 18,000 2-1-,>176 
The amount actually realized having exceeded the Estimate, 

in this short space of time, £23,3HI. The Directors remark: 
"The estimated progressive increase of Income, is founded 
upon the receipts of the Erie Canal; and we can sec no good 
reason ,\-l1y the geographical position of this Canal should not 
realize the same result." The monied value of the Income, in 
184~, represented a capital of more than £,100,000. 

This fact is alluded to merely to prove, that the private Share­
holders had no reason to dispose of their property at less than 
its value-the full amount of principal and interest, which was 
secured by the Act of 1837; and that it \\a" richly worth all it 
cost. 

COST OF CANAL. 
TABLE No.2. 

SI(llml(,1I1 of the sevc7'ul -111110lmls paid 10 Ihe 1l,1/ril/(1 Cww! C'ompaw/, 
by the Provincial Government 0/ U. ('III/m/II, '1lwlel' Ihe 7th lVilliam 
I V, cap, 92, in 1837, which (olU'crln! all Loans into Stuck, 

Act 7th Geo_ 4, cap, ~O, in lR~6, £:2;',()1I0 
8th" 17, 18~7, 50,000 

11th 11, 18:;0, :2;"),1)111) 
bt \Villiam IV., 1,S, 18:31, 50,000 
3rd 54" 183:1, 7,:,1)1) 
4th 30, 1834, 50,1)00 
7th 92, 1837, (;8,144 £275,644-

Amount of Debentures tu primte Shareholders, in 1843, 11"SUU 

Arn't for which the Pl'I)\"ince has issued D"J,.:ntnres, t" datI', 'k £:}93,444 
• £172,jt:2less than its CO'(, (See Table 1"0.1.) 

Statement of the seventl Legislatil,e (il'aill s, waleI' the Bu(ml of Tf"Ol'ks, 
from 1841 to 18.5L 

Act 4 and 5 Vic. cap. 28, in 1841, £500,000 0 0 
9 " 63, 1846, 280,000 ~ 11 

10 and 11 34, 1847, 50,000 0 0 
11 9, 1848, (;8,15.5 9 5 

1851, 97,(117 0 0 £()()5,172 12 4 

Total amount of the Provincial Debt incurred by the 
construction of the WeIland Canal, £1,:188,616 12 4 
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In the Public Accounts, there also appears to be deducted for 
management and repairs:-

In 184:3, £:207 2 8 
6 
4 
8 
1 

Am't bro't up, £40,574 6 :3 
18H, 10,410 3 In 1848, 15,132 16 3 
184.5, 5,%1 8 1849, 6,249 13 11 
1846, 2,740 16 18.50, 7,Oll 17 8 
1847, 12,15:3 15 1851, 11,000 ° ° 

Am't carried up,£H),57 4 6 :1 Making a total of £79,968 14 1 

'Which is not included in the appropriations, and forms no part 
of the Public Debt. 

TABLE No.3. 
StutClIIl'llt showing tlte (J1!I0I1id expended by the Board 0/ Works, in each 

.'leal', (including ,£120,!J7D 18s. 9d. paid the l'riuate Shareholders,) ~lp 
to 1st January, 18:3:2, and the ililcrcst accruill,'1 thereon. 

I Amollnt 1 Amount on 1 Amount ofl Amount I Interest 1 Total 
Y eaLI e~l'ended which Interest Interest at paid to the at 6 Interest. 

each year. was payable. 4 1'01' cent. * Shareholders. per cent. 

1 C:'-!0~ 34,286 
1.'1+:3 141,30.3 
18H :210,070 
18-!5 158,4+D 
1846 102,146 
1847 ,....- .,.)., 

j I,_tld 

18-!8 76,774 
184D G7,-t5:j 
18.10 59,22.) 
1851 3~, 70:3 

-- --
] 76,210 1,393 
3!):J,108 7.048 
55],647 15,728 
65:3,792 20,000 
7:31,025 20,000 
807,700 20,000 
87.J,~.)1 20,000 
D:;-!,J78 :20,000 
%7,2+1 20,000 
--- ---

-- -- --
7,235 -- 8,628 
7,2:J5 -- 14,283 
7,235 -- 22,963 
7,235 3,098 30,333 
7,235 0,227 36,462 
7,:235 13,861 41,096 
7,~:35 18,468 4.5,703 
7,'235 :2:2,51:3 49,750 
7,2:3.5 26,070 53,:305 
-- ---

Total amount of Interest paid, £302,523 

.. 4 por cent. is c,timatcd until it reached £500,000-the appropriation under 4 and 
() Vic, being negotiated at that rate of interest-and 6 per cent. on a.ll payments 
thereafter. 

TABLE No.4, 
Shows a statement of Tolls collected all the TJ'dland Canal from. 1841 to 

18.')1, both iuclllsil·c. ' 
Yeor. Gro::;;s HeV01111('. Year, Gross Revenue. 
1841 £'20" :)'2 3 11 Brought f'lr\\'ard.£l :3;),:l7.s Ii ;J 
1",12 :!~, V'.j 11 8 1847 30,549 17 8 
184:3 Hi,159 6 ° 1848 29,064 7 3 
1>341 2G,1:34 1:2 11 1819 34,,41 18 8 
184.G 19,886 10 5 18fiO 37,925 17 7 
1846 27,410 1 6 1':l;:>1 51,075 1 9 

------
Carried fonvard,£I:).'i,378 6 5 Total am't rec'd £318,714 17 8 



These Tables arc designed to show the actual Expenditure 
and Receipts in each year, that the ditlvrence bctween the 
amount of Toll received, and the Interest paid, durillg that pc­
riod, may be ascertained. From which it will be found, that, 
notwithstanding the great inCl'ea~e of the cost of the Canal over 
all estimates, and the additional time occupied in finishing the 
work. the income from It'll to 1851 exceeds the expenditure, 
£lG,2!.Jl. 

No Interest is calculated on the £275,G44 Stock held by the 
Government, under the provisions of the 7th 'Vlll. IY. 1837, nor 
the deduction for Ill<lnar.;elllcnt, c\:c., under Table '2. from 1843 
to 1,'(:)1. amountin.!.!; to {7D,D('t-I, for the reasons assigned by the 
COlllmittee, in 1830. 

FUTlTRE PROSPECTS. 

TABLE No.5. 
Estimate of the Income awl E.rPCII,/itllre 0/ the H'"lIrlJld Cmwl, from 

18,)1 10 1~I;O. 

For 1852, 
1 ";.-,:1, 

1854, 
1855, 
1856, 

Carried forward, 

Equal, for one year, to 

ESTDIATED 

£:,H/,OO 
,0:200 
HI :~40 

1(11,090 
1~1,305 

£-1;;.),1);1.) 

I:\'CO~IE. 

J~I" 'llc:ht forward, 
Fur 1 ~~)7, 

V"'-'r), 
1!:''-,!i. 
18(;0, 

(;j'O,S Income for 
nine ye,u's, 

ESTBIATED EXPE:\DITnlE. 

£"275,6H, Amount of (;,,\')'mnwllt St))('];, Table Ko, "2. 
117800 Prinltc Sharehulders, 4. 

"2:780 in 1'-'41, 3. 
17~,4";6 in lr):)"2. 

£568,710 
467,261 Surplus Expenditure "liT the Guarantee Loan. 

£1,0:35,971 at 6 per cent., £fi'2,l;)R 
500,000 under the Guarantee Loan, at 4 per ccnt. 20,00U 

£1,535,971 
Annual Management and Repairs, 

Leaving an average Farly gain (If 
J) 

6,000 

£-l:"-',03!J 
1'\'-',:,(ifj 
li:U130 
20!I,GlG 
"2;,1,;:':38 

£88,158 

£ j(j,R(jR 



The calculations on the future prospects of Income, are based 
on the same principle as the estimates of 183!J, although more 
clearly defined-the ratio of progress sustained on the Eri? (:a­
nal, for fifteen years prior to 1849,-and 011 the P~ovlllcJaI 
'Yorks of Canada, for the five years they have been 111 opera­
tion, which is found to average 20 per cent. per annum. 

In 1851, the tolls were estimated at £·tR,750, upon the assump­
tion that one-half of the 'Yestern trade between lake Erie and 
the Atlantic, could be attracted through this Canal. (See Re­
port of Commissioner of Public Works, 1850.) This relative 
proportion of Trade has not been realised, although the income 
has reaeheu £51,146, making an increase of £13,531 over the 
preceding year. From this Jata we may, with some confidence, 
[(·Iy upon the estimates for the future keeping pace with the 
past. The estimate of the cost of management and repairs, is 
from the returns of Samuel Keefer, Esquire, Chief Engineer of 
PulJlic W orks.-See Report for 1850, page 19. 

The Guarantee Loan of 1841, was made by the Imperial Go­
vernment, for the express purpose of completing the W clland 
and St. Lawrence Canals; consequently, only four per eent. in­
terest should be charged on the amount of capital expended. 

The revenue of this Canal has now reaehed so large an 
amount, and has from year to year been so steadily increasing, 
that the Income may be calculated with an approximation to 
certainty. Any ne(~essary amount of capital can, therefore, 
be commanded, on the security of the work itself, in the monied 
markets "f Europe or America, and at the lowest rates of in­
terest, if the Government desire to negotiate a new loan. 

The one million payable at six per cent. matures from 1846 
to 1:-\72, alld otl?rs a favorahle opportunity to negociate for a 
redlwed rate of Illkn·st. Buwen'r, even if no such reduction is 
made, the Canal will, in a few years, pay for itself: 



RECAPITULATION. 

'l'he preceding l\arratiH' 1'1'''1 e,"; fmm oflkial record~, that ill the ['lim­

mcnceIl1C'nt of this undertaking', ('1'('1':,- induc,'ment was hL"ld "ut to 

foreign re"idents to },ec(I!1l1' Sharcholllcr.,.; - (,,'c' Ad and It"1 II lit Ilf 

1 S~.j,)-that the whole amollnt of capital \I'as paid in, prior t" l,.;~fl­

that the hazard incurred fr"m lI'ithholding the antieil'alcd supp"rt, InlS 

pointed uut, in 1,S;\Ij-that the justic',' and I,,,liey uf paying thr' l"i,ate 

Sharehuld('rs the full amount of interl',.;t ") soun as the Canal yil'lded a 

sufficient 1'I'I'enne tl) meet the payment, was fully acknu\\lnl:,; .. d 1',1 tho 

Legislature, ill that )"':11', and ""cured by the AI'( of 1";;:,-(,,·,' H,;3U, 

aboy€,)-that in 1"<4'2 the rl'\','nuc had i:II'1"';lsed to ,f~·I,D'G, showing 

thl' Canal IHiS really \\'orth nwrc than it c"st-that in 1843 it ,,,as pur­

chased from the pri\ aV' Ehareh"ldcrs, ]',\' thl' publi,'. at £17~,:I'I~ ],.ss 

than the amount '·.\l"'lldcd lljl"l1 it-(sec TaLles 1 and 2,)-in the mme 

Y"ar, the prinlte Sharcholdcr~ ]'\'('C'il-ed Dl'bcntml''"', payable in 186:3, 

for the amount of their capital, undu' the pWl'i,iuns of tbe 2d clau,'" ith 

Vict. Cap. :34-ancl in l'l.~'~, the tolls having realized the stipulated 

amount, they receil'cd Debentures fur the back intel ,·,t. undcr the Gth 

elause of the same act, from tho time thl' capital lI'as I"lid in up tu 1, .. q;1. 

By this arrangement the Gon!rnment h,[s gained the difference be­

tween interest payable half yearly on the Debentures which shuuld 

hay I' been issued in 184:3, for the back interest then due, and the inte­

rest on Debentures now issned. In additil)n to which, they are pro­

vided with an ample fund from the Canal, to pay it. The private 

Shareholders haye been kept regularly adl'isecl of the progressi\'c in­

come of the Canal, and. with few exceptions, the stuck remains in the 

hands of the original Stockholders. 



Tl]/' L'lI'k" ;\'!11<'duct, ('uln·rh. and e\'Pry other structure, ha\l~ been 

built "I' the mo,L durable materials, and in the best manner. For a 

minute desl'riptiun uf its length and distall(;cs between leading points, 

rl'ference is made tu the fureguing-under )Tar 1837. 

Its dinlC'nsiuns at present are, 45 feet in the bottom, 9 feet deep, with 

a ,lope 01'"2 to 1, leaving a surface of 81 feet; but it can be easily deep­

('ned to ten fcd, as that depth is pruyided for in the summit level. 

The Locks X()s. 1 and 2, below St. Catharines, those at Port Col­

bul'll(' and Port ;,laitland, and the Oil(' erected this year, at Allanburgh, 

arc ·J..5 feet wifle hy 200 long, bet\\",-,('n the mitres. The remainder from 

Thuruhl tu ~t. ('atharines, are 2(j·} feet by 150. \Yhen the dimensions 

of the principal Lock at Allanburgh are increased to correspond with the 

A'lucduet, the largest Steamers now navigating the St. Lawrence may 

approach to within four miles of each other, between the two Lakes. 

There are 33 Locks in all, "'ith \\' aste-weirs on each le\'e1. 

The }C(lueduct oyer the rinr \Yelland is 316 feet long, 45 feet wide, 

and 10 feet 8 inches in depth, in order to SCl'n' either the Grand river or 

the Iah Erie Icy..], 

An additional Towing-path is about being made between Thorold and 

St. Catharines; and it is contemplated lighting those Locks with Gas, 

which will ('nable Yesscls to pass from lake to lake, in one day and night, 

without a moment's interruption. 

The, ... trifling improYements, with a neyer-failing supply of water fur­

nished hy lake Eri,', will make this Canal stand unriyalled not only for 

its utility, but for rwauty and brilliancy, 

It is truly a monument of \yhich every Canadian mar feel justly proud 

-not for comml'morating heroic deeds, or any particular victory or feat 

at arms; but 1~)1' commemurating the establishment of a fountain, from 

wllich will flow neYer-failing sources of wealth for all time to come-for 

which, be it remembered, we are indebted to the early enterprise of the 

pri I'ate Shareholders, 
WM. HAMILTON MERRITT. 

St, Catlwrines, 20th Allgust, 1852. 
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[REPORT A.] 

\\" ELL A S D C\ X ALe 0 :\1 P A ~ 1'. 

DInECTOnS' REl'OltT. 

To His E.rcellellc!I Sir P. Jlait/ulld, 1(, C. B, LicII/enrflll C;ol'crllor, ([·c. 

To the Honorable the L ... ~i,L1til·e Cuuncil, and to the House of Assembly 
of the PrO\·ince of Upper Canada-To the Pruprietors of the ,vd· 
land Canal, and to the Public: 

The Directors respectfully submit the ["nowing lt"port. 

An act pass('d the Legislature ,,1' the l'rllyincr.' of UI'PIT Cn.nada, in 
February, li:':C". ill(",)rp'Hatill~' a Cumpany "'ith a (,"I,ital of J:"O,oou, t" 
cut a Canal for Boat i\ a\'ic:atl':ill around the cataract ul i\iagara, and thus 
to open a nm'i.c:·aLlon from lake Ontario tu lake Eric, by means, in part, 
of the ril'cr "\\'l'llallll, which flu",.; into the :r;ia,~ara, abuy€ the Falls, and 
from which the C"mpaJI\' take its name, being ineurporated under the 
sty I" and title uf the Welbllll Canal Company. 

About £ lO,OIiII, or olll,.[lJurth of the "'hole capital was immediately 
subscribed, the Company \ras regularly urganized, and the ,rork l"IIlll' 

menced; out the liireetllr,.;, upon a minute inspection uf till' unCOlllllUlIl 
natural faciliti", which pn''il'lltcd lhl'lll,.;"h", 1.111 the line uf th" Canal, 1n'r'_' 
inductcl til postpone their "Iwrnti,,",,;, from the conyiction that such ,1 

,'ast ubj"l"t as that ,,1' cunncctill,~ the upper with tIll' lu,Yer basin "f the 
:-:t. Lawrence, demanded a wat~r C'ommuuinltinn of Llr .t;n'a(ror elimen· 
,i"ns than the (Inc conkmplatcd, and capabl" "f adllliltin~' all such "",. 
sl,ls as lhually nm'i"'ale tIl" Lab,,,;. On j"(,f"rrill'" the plans "lid cotimat", 
to the Stuckholde,< the C'JIlc\uct "f the l)ill"l"t'~r'i \1'''' higlily nppr'" cel: 
and it was determined til f'l·tition the Legi,lature fur an ad <luth"ri-ill.C:· 
them til increase their cHpital otr"~'k (n £~OU,IIU(J--a sum tritlinc:' as it "1'­
jlears tu be, compared with tIll) magniti"clle,' "r the uj,j"ct v, b" attainl·d, 
yet (Iuite sufficient to cUlllplctc: a canal c<ll'ahle uf allowing' ,"",,.;r'b uf 
consiclerable burthcn to Ila." from one lake int" thc '>lhn, thus, 'lll"llill.C:· " 
continued interoal na"igation, "ithllut breaking bulk, of lllur .. than a 
thousand miles. 

The L('~islature had "nIl' to r(,\'crt tu the penlliar p",ition or (.]11' 

countrr, t" be cUllyinced of th" irnl1l<'noe ad\"anta~'" that lllU,.;t acr-r1\(' tu 
the C,;llaJas and to the Briti,h Empire, from the cum]>Ietioll of this mag' 
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l1ili"('nL unul'rtakin~', anu therefore J'l':lllily granteu the prayer of the 
petitiun, by passing an act, on the 13th I)f April, 18:2:'5, eIlab.IIn~ the 
Company to increase their Stock for the purposes therem mentIOned, to 
£200,000. 

On the day Rubsequent to the passing of this act, the Directors as­
sembled and ocilJ(" anxious to presen c the ml1IW O'ement of the Com­
pany u~dcr British influence, they determined to ~'l'scrye a considera­
ble 'part of this increased SU1ck:in order to be offered in the first in­
stance, til ,u1bcribcrs in England. Of the original Stock of £40,000, 
mlll'C than one-half had b"cn subscribed in N 8\r-York, and there was 
little doubt but that the whole capital rl'quirecl, might at once hm'e been 
obtainecl in that opuknt and enterpri,ing city: whereas, in Canada, the 
"ant of capital in tIll' country. precluded any prl)'IH.:ct of obtaining wb­
scriptiuns til so lm'~": an amount. Feeling thl' npedi"]lcy III' immedi­
ately obtailling means tl) pro(;'Ced ,,,ith the \Hlrks ,,,hich had all'l~ady CUill­

nWllccd, and at till' "ame time being desirous that at lea;.;t a. majority of 
the ;-:tuckholders should be llritish subjects, the Directors rc",u!H'd to 
limit th,' subscriptiull ill J'Ii I.'W- Yurk tl) <t:7.'1,1)1)0, ,,,hich sum was imme­
diately takC'll up by tlw old S["ckholdcrs, to whom the option was first 
:,,)\ en, so that aL a public mCdill~' ,yhich had been adyertised for open­
ing books and rl'cei\'ing wl"cripliuns, no sutN'l'iptilln could be accepted; 
and such was the g"nl'rallljlinil)n of the benefit promised by the under­
takilw, that more than the ,,-hole capital would, at that meetinr,., ha.\'e 
r<~adi't, bCl'n subscribed; but the Pre,.,ident of the Company, wllO was 
prc"cnt, rduscd to l'I'I 'l'in; more than the Li 5,000. Of the remaining 
:-lluck, £:2;'),000 has be"n subscribed in the Canadas, and thus .£100,OUO, 
or "Ill' moil,ty of the whole, remains to be sllh'cribcd ill London. 

It \nt;.; deemed requisite that one of the Directors sllOuld proceed to 
Llindclll, to att'urd ,ueh explanations and local infurmati'Jn as might be 
)'I"Fli'3ill' to make the nccl';.;"ary arran:C;"nwllts for ohtaillill"; the required 
;.;ulJ'lTiptions. This mi"inn was en trust<:d to M r. S"I icitor Gcnl'J'al 
Buulton, late Vice-Presidcnt of the Company, 'who resi:c;necl t.hat ofllce, 
on his rCl"~llt departure fiJI' England, and "ith whom Mr.lIcGilliHay, 
another of the Directors, bcing about to return to Englewd, is now :b~l)­
ci,lted. The delay which has taken lJiacC' in ~ubmitting the object of 
their mi"illn tu the public, in tlll! Blitish metropolis, has arisen from the 
ncc('"ity of procuring currect maps of the country through which the 
Canal is to pas". and proper sections, reports and estimates of the work 
itself, for the infi)rmntion of those who might desire to become subscli­
bel'S. In the mean time, the Canal is rapidly adnmcing; for the Direc­
tors,. under the i?-lprcssion that more Stock than they require, would 
reaully be taken III London, and assured at all events, it would be taken 
in Sew-York, if an appeal to foreigners should become requisite, did not 
think it necessary to delay ent8ring into contracts till the subscription 
was full. 

In offering half the Stock of the Weiland Canal to the Merchants and 
Capitalists of the first commercial city in the world, the Directors act 
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with confidence upon t,,"O facts: first, that the other money has bpen 
all'ead:" takc'n up by the Merchants and Cal,itali.ts in :\'ew-York and the 
Canadas, who an' well acquainted \yith the countlT ,,-bieh this Canal is 
intended \11 unite, and who, although in the habit' or ubtaining ,ix per 
ce?t. for their !l1UIllT, [the legal interest in these countries,] cunsider 
tl1lS as a far more profitable method of employing their ('apita!. The 
seeond fact prescnts itself on re\'iewing the map of the t'lIunt I'.\', ]'Y wbieh 
it \"ill b .. ,,'cn, that the Canal/lll/sl be the l1I-enue of gl-catcl' ,,-,:alth and 
commerce than any other now on the face uf the ,'artl1. 

In order tu render this mighty undertaking familiar ttl the British 
public, the Dir"rtors beg' to bc indulg,·d in gi\'ing a short n'li,'w uf the 
causes which led tl) its commencemcnt, and to the astonishing results 
which must follow its completion. In March, It'Ui, tho :--;"II"tt' of the 
United St.at,·s of America pa",,,,l a j't,,,,] Lltiun requiri,w the :--;~tT('(ary (If 
the Treasury, Mr. G-allatin, to report t" them, at thei'; next """i"n: (Ill 
the subject "f Hoads and Canals. In ob,:l\ience to this "rd"I', the S"(,],e'­
tary deli,"ercd, on the 4th April, l~I)K, a most able SLltc pal'"r, in \,hieh 
a general \'iew is taken of the gTe'at,'r number (,1' I'r'll'ti"ablc Canals 
which cuuld he made ,,,ith adY'lllt:!",· in any part "I' tIlt' L'nion, some 
offering benefits ,,,hich might ,,"ell ])1' deemed J'I ational, others cummon 
lu seyeral l'ruyil1L'l's, and a few only of adyantage to indil-idual :--;tat"s, 
but all tending- directly to the <lu>';Jll"lllation of the jl"I\'l'l' and wealth uf 
the Republic. Am(lll~ other Callal" """ f"r Sloop J'\,j\-i>.;:t(iull :tl'tlUnd thB 
Falls of l\i,,.,.,,ra was ,Ut,-,,'c-qed, in onler (" uni\(' lake Ontari,) wit.h lakes 
Erie, J\1ichi>,;~ul, Huron, '~'~d :-;ul'('ri')r. And tu present.' th" advant.ag-e" 
of bt.·ing the carriers and exp"rkrs uf their own produ,',·, anuther Canal, 
as a continuation uf the line from lak" Ontario to the Hudson, is "bu 
proposed in the same elaburate doC'ulll"Il\. 

It is 'luiit' t·l-ici"llt that this able ,'ummunication "f :-lr. nallatin's, if it 
ha, not Sll"""",,lt-cl, has enC'uura"C'll th .. different :--)tates l'-' lliitlertah' and 
conlplete I~~~l;Y ('anals llet'" in t'~wr:ltiun; ;ll1d an1ull,~' others, 1lJat :--tU}J!'ll­

dullS wurk uf ao.5 mil,.'s lon,g', whieh ('tlnllcch lake EI'j!' II itll the ticle: 
wakrs of the Hudson ril-cr;- f"r it fulluws the line, or ne",.)\" ",, whieh 
~Ir. (~allatin Jluinh out. till it re"cllt's the place wh~re it hC"':Il11:S llt'U·S­
sarI' to din'r"" either to lake Ontario 1.11' lake Elie. 

'rhe :--)"l'l""~Llfs Hepurt \\as for St'lcral years cOllsid .. r .. (1 speculati\'e 
and yisionary; and when the pr'lt'li.'allililr 1.11' this magnificent .. allal \r;lS 

tirst announced by sunlt.' eminent and intelli>';"nt men uf tll? ;-;ta\l' of 
j\,.\\,- Yllrk tIlt' most distin"'ui,l18d uf whom \HlS l~"\-t'l'Jltlr ('hnton, \yll" 
still lin" t; enjoy the fruit~ ci bis patriutic and p"rs"\"'rill,~ l',HTtitlns, it 
\Yas treated with contempt and ll,·ri,-,itlil. It appeared tl) h,· a century 
bdrlrf' the ag"'; and men incapable uf enlarged \'iews, wbile they were 
forced to admit that it "as splendid on ]laper, declared it impracticahk ; 
that the ]'I's"urces of the whole Union were unequal to the expense; 
that, if made, it would be usel,''', and consequently, that the capital 
wuuld be sunk, Ill' ruinously unl'r"dr1t'tin" E\'en political animm,ity was 
mingled in tbe ('IIIlkst; fur the adYtlcat"s of the pr"j'~ct bcill b' frielldly 



to moderation, they w~re stigmatise~ as ~en hunt~ng for populari~y, by 
visionary schemes, wlllch must tenmnate III the rum and degradatIOn of 
the State. 

\\-hen howe\'cr, the reiterated explanations of the general utility of 
Canals, ~nd the va,t adnmtage which must accrue to New-York, by di­
rcctin'" tu its market all the productions of the 'IVestern States, had made 
<Ill impression 011 the public mind, an~ began to dissipate the. prejudices 
of its op1-',,,,:rs, the Legislature was mduccd to pass an act III 1811, to 
prll\'idc for the impru\'emcnt uf the internal navigation of the t:ltate; and 
the Cnlllmi"iunl'rs appuinted undl'r thi, law procured plans and sur­
veys of the proposed Canal, by which it appeared that the l'xpense would 
be much Il"s than had l)\'('n anticipated <:vl:n by the most frugal calcu­
latllrs. This, perk1ps, arose fmm the fact, that sources of expense which 
in IIt11l.'[, countries are extremely he,wy, here co,t nothing, viz: land for 
tl1<' b"d of the callal, and the \Yat!'r necessary for its supply. The land 
W'I' readily and jny Cully given by the proprietors, and abundance of 
\yakr was found ",h,:re\','r it was \yanted. These ('stimates, and the 
f;wilitics which the facc uf the cuuntry exhibited, opened the ('Yes of the 
public, and at l,'ng'lh good sellse triumphed oyer eyery opposition. 

A water communicatilln to join the Hudson with the 'I\T estern Lakes, 
was now so fa I' from being considcl'I:d impracticable, or attended with 
ruinous CXp,'nS(', thdt it was d,'emul or ('a,y accomplishment, and of too 
much utility to bl) longer delayed, It ncycrtheless still appeared an un­
d<'l't'lkin~ far tl "' great for a Company, or ('\'en a single State, and an 
npplicatiull was therd'ore made to the general Guvernment, as well as to 
thllse :-itales whidl \1'1:)'1' more immediately interested in its accomplish­
ment, fur pecuniary assistance. 

XI) aid was g'i",'n: t'ongress pronounced it a proyincial, not a national 
object. and the other fStaks immeuiately interested, had citllCr no al-ail­
ahle funds, or ,,'('re not sufficientl\' cl)J\yinc<:d of the benefit to themselves 
to .iu,(iC\' any saeriticp. . 

The :-ita(I' of ~ ew-York YfaS, therefore, left entirely to its own resources, 
nut disappointment did not chill the ardor of the friends (If tIle measure: 
on the contrary, it increased their diligence and zeal. :-illme delay, how­
(:Yer, was prudul'(;d, by a difference of opinion among intelligel;t men, 
whether it would be mol''' adntntageous tu curry the Canal at onee from 
t111' Hudson to lake Erie, or first to lake Ontario, and tl1<'11 til pass 
around the Falls, as had been suggested by Mr. Gallatin, 

Th')se \,]10 were f,)r making 11'<: of lake Ontario as part of the line, 
agreed that it was absurd to abandon the navigation of the most noble, 
t.he most beautifnl, and most commodious means of internal communi­
cation eyer presented ill allY part of the wurld. That to reject such a 
gift, provided by the bounteous and ever prodigal hand of nature, with­
out any expense, and on a scale which human science and human labor, 
or the treasures of a world are incompetent to rival, and to institute in 
its stead, a narrow, \vinding, obstructed canal, "would be an insult to 
common sense, and would degrade the character of their rising nation: 
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t Iwt a, Canal uruunu ~he Fall, uf P; iag-am should be for a SJ lip :\ <1\ jg~lti, Ill, 
slI1ce It \\'ao; truly a J'I atl"'l,,1 ubJ"ct, and ought tu be "~''l'lItl'Ll ul1 a scale 
,,[, unri\'alled ma!,!:nitude: that it was a L"k\\'hiC'h, if pruperly cUlllplded, 
would be uf equal duratiun \I'ith tile wurld, and uught, tberd'ure, tIl be 
~~ccomphslll'd at any L,,,,t, and at all\' trun}'le, not grudging the must 
liberal SlipI'll .. " "I' lleglectill g to "I'pk them \lith unrenn'tling atklltiun 
and pl'r~C\erance till the "hy<"l j~ attailicd, ~uch a Camll, ,aid they, 
h,1>; 1""'11 "stinwku at £~,)II,IIIII1, but it is mon,tkm prubable it \I·ill 
cu,t murc tlwn 1;\'" tllll," that ,um; and yLl il will 1ll" cheap, fur of its 
\'11,t pruduc,i\"'llt'" there C;ln I", nu doubt, ""Ireau,' the tratle Wlllt tbe 
\\'",t('''l :-;t"lt" i, "1""1, Illllwiil"landill'" the difncullics ,rllich it has to 
C'1lC'I)lllltl'r: Lut tll;~ I'i,pidity (Jr it~ intre~sl', flon1 tld-' gruwth of pupuJa­
tilll1, ",h(,[l t11l':-'(' ditli.cultiC':-.; are l'l'lnUn'd, it is 11ut I d'''.\' tu lJIJIJI'l'lure, 
'l'hrllugh this ('all,1! IIlII'l the ,dlOle C',mmerce of the \\".'I~l'll l'lIulitries 
f, '" "\l'!' 1""", \\ hctlllT tl",tilll.'d tu tbe :-;t. Lawrence, "I' to the Hud~ull­
tu ~I~w-Yul'k, tIl' ill()'i!!{'aL 

()ill'(' ail<l~lt on Ld1." ~ )nt:lxio, <l Canal around the rapids uf OS\\'I'gll, 
,,-ill prl'sent a fair cumpditiull bl'l\\ "I'll bntlJ markt't" and the cullllllO­
dity will rC;lI'h the "ill.' \\ herc it, l)J'ln' i, I",.:h,',t. 'ILi, alune is Ih,' in­
t"r,>,t "f the I'rouLlc~r, ancI imlil'eclh' (If tl,c CULSUnl('r; and L',I' such ;] 
commUni,';)lilln IIIIl\' lOan ju,li,'t' Le d,,,,,, 111 tlie inhabitants lit tIle lIlIikd 
:-;:;]1.'" li"ill,'.:' on the b~lilk" ,d' the CanacIian Lak"", To tllis it "a" an­
"""1"'1, that. III cut a Callal aruund the Falls (If Niagara, in (jJ'der to ad­
mit the pruductiuns "f the \\"',11'1'11 Slates into lal,~ Ontario, ,,"ulcl be 
to GIJl111nit f-,uiL:iu(', as it \\'('l'I', on tIlt' t'1JT\lIl11_'ITI' (If ~'L,\\'-\'urk, FIJI' UI1('(~ 
ail'''l't fin il'L: J.,"'lIln uf Ol1tariu, l'\ cr\' thi,,~' ''''lUld pruceecl tu J\'IlIlltrcal, 
\,,111'1'1' the J".,t l\Ial'kct "ill .'.:"11'1',,11\ be j:"llitl. BLlt 'H'rc the Markets 
"'Iual, ur ('\ "n a little l)I'tt<'l' at ::;"\\ ,Y,))'k than at },J"lltIcal, the COl1lmo­
dill", l"""ing thrutlg'h the Ca,lI~tl '\'/JUld l" ue"ed t" (he latter, ~" tlley 
,,,uuld 1'1';11.'1, PreeCl'lt ur U~,j"f1,lllIl'~", Ul,]\, leO miles t,.I>I<l the Callil­
dian ~J II b,t, ill the "111\'1' """"'1 a, ther co"id tIll' mouth uf the OS\\'e~'II, 
where the 1'''''1"",<1 (',LIlal fr"l:l Onlgrlc, to Jj(: Huclbon is tl, ctllllme,'lce 
-;\ pllint IlI.itlly 400 I1lil,", OJ' 1'11"",' than il"ce tll1WC; that dic;tan('!', fmm 
;';"\\"-\',,rk ,\jllj'('"\'n,I"I>dul'" can be co!)',e."ecl fl'Um Prt-,,'ljt! tu )l"nt­
real ill thil'll' h'Jurs, itl,,1 fr"lll U.'\\t''.;'' tr) ~'C\\·, ..... ark it lllust take at "'ast 
(.jllht da\", ~ l'lll,:~t: (lr1i'UIJll'l:b \YI"l~_'-df_'!_'i:-.~·\·' "itll tht' :t.Jcrchantsllt' ~l'W­
"\ ~rL \\ 111> '\'('n~ th(~ l_;;illCiVd SUPIH1rl('rs oj tht_, Canal, and who, a~ ~lli~IIL 
L,,,", L ('11 r'\l,,,.'tecl, were li1t1<- dl>l",,,:d tu 1;"z"r<1 the \"" uf a trad~ so 
ltH'j'atiyC' and ifl1[n"n~". by alltJ\Yill '-!' it E'\'e~) a c!/I/ilce ,)f p~I~:--ing thr(lu,~'h 
,m .th,:" channd. It, ,\'a~, thcn·j",·~:, dl'Le(lI,inl'd t" extend the Canal ;\t 
Ol1L": I" lit!;." Erll', SCi that aft,·), the productlilns of the \'ast CIiUlitl ies west 
of the Falls of NJa"'aJ'a would be O\lee HI. "arJed from the \'(~,,,,I, 1111 thl' 
T,:11-:. j,:t'l hr)'llS fl'1-='lhp (1:1'1:11, thp]'(, rni<...:,11L :)t' IV' (-!:1:V_"('1' nf {bl'i" 11';il'~ 
dl \ I:I \ 'J : I '. '.l Lh'~ :< I' w- Y Ii k \1 a:'),>' 1,,\' 11 jl': t':.'llll!U~'.I()1l lJ '.'W Lhe 
\>']'1 ,-lll_'l' Lli ' (,:' I', 111' I '\ i11Il~(i III ,\1 :11 
'::' '1'11:'1"1' \II'JI' IL)ldl,i(, ..... ~ l!t:iI'l' 1~()ll')lJ· (an')!J:-) \\Li,L ll;ld "I'.''-!!_' ~\,_'i,~ht 
wilL till' j ,I" ... :y-L:l HI I f rl,., :~t,ati rd' ,\e\\-· YurL 111 pVI~ ... u;,dJ' ~,~ lJ\'."lll ttl 
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adopt the present lin~ of Canal, in prefer~nce to the routC' by .lake On~a­
rio. The public mind was indeed too enlIghtened on th~' subject of ~,a· 
nals, to relinquish tIl<' one propused l11'tl\'('cn lake Ene and tl;e, tIde 
waters IIf the l-I udsun; but assistance from uther ::States and the (TOI ern­
ment, had been asked and rL'fused, and therefur<' the eXIJl'llS(' of the more 
m',o'niti",'l1t work apl'l'ar<:l1 far lWl'ond their abilities. ::Sllml''' ere l'Yen 

'0 '. ld afr;tid that a Buat Callal thruu,c;h Sl) vast an exl<-nt of cenmlry, wou I'X-

haust till' revenues of the ~t;ltc; and it was not 'rithout much appre­
hension that the attempt ,,'as made, un a very rl,dul'l'd sca!t- of fl)rty-iil e 
fed "'ir],. at till' top, with I,mr fl'd ,Yater; til I'xknd frum tl«' Hudson 
at Albany, to Butfalo amI Black HlJd(, lin lake Eric, a di"tancl' of :30:; 

miles. 
The 1'<JIllmenl'CIllt'nt of this stupemJous ,,'()rk excited the IllClst eaflll'"t 

attentilln (If the inhabitanh uf l-pp('r (:ana"a. It was lih'ly to depri\'l' 
them "I' trw athantage of hl'('IJmill\2, tll~ cnrril'fs (if all tIll' proclUCI~ of all 
lh .. I'Xtl'llsil'e cuunlries 11I'1'>I:,c;ing tu the Unitl'd ~l:ll<'s, 'Yest of the Falls 
1)1' .':i:tc;:tnl, and (,) din,rt much Ilfth"iro"'n produce tl) ~('w-Yurk; and 
althou~'h thn' bl'lll'ld in the l';Jllal a ]J11'dC>:l~ of peaccable intention 011 till' 
1'''1'( of the Amcnean pt;lIple, and a rl'lill'luishnlC'llt by, at lemit the ~ta[(' 
uf !'i"II,-Yurk, of any lll>pl' "I' 1,;1'('1' 1'"ltrjul:ring- the l'anadw;; and. \I','re 
mon'lI"er iilled "'ith admiration at the llwc;nitude of tlw work, It "'as 
nl'H'rthdess attended with kt:lings of rt',c>:rt't tllat the n'" lurl"'S of tIlt' 
Pro, illt'!' l\'t're t< II) fe('ble tl) ('nab!e them' tt) imprul'e their OWIl greatly 
supniur natural advantages, 

But in the statl' and with tlll: pruspl'ch of tIle Colony, at that time; 
-recol'l'ring sluwly and \I ilh difficulty frum the cruel elfects (If an un­
natural and de,,'/atin'" \I'Hr, in \"hiGh tl1l' inhabitants had suJi'cred most 
sel'erely, the prot!\lI":',,f till' soil remaining on th,' hands "I' the culliva­
tor, without a :Markct, and the extC'nsilin of t:lIml1lerce H'strictC'd b\' till' 
shackles of a Colunial syst,'m, the child of a darkl'l' a,C>:t'-it sl','med 11 1)pe­
less to attempt any cllflll'ditiull \lith their pu",nful and enterprising 
nt'i,,'hbors 

~o S(IOI~, however, as tIll' more liberal policy of the enlightt'ned States­
men who now direct His :rJajcsty's clIllllcils Iwc;an tl) be Jl'I'I,lopcd, and 
a prm;pect was opl'l1('d tl) the Colonic,; of a free cummen',' with all na­
tions, and of rccci\'ing ~TI'akr privill'g'es and adnwtagcs in the ports uf 
the Parent Statl', as \Yell as in thuse of each uther, a new spirit \I'as in­
fused into the Province, and enquiri('s "ere made t" ascertain what natu­
ral facilities offered themseh'cs for the impron'nH'nt of Internal Km'j"':t­
tion. Accordingly, in 18~1, an act was passed by the Legislature, ~p­
pointing a Board of Commissioners to report upon this interesting subject. 

It is due to the memory of tile latr' ),[r. Kichlll, formerl" an acti"e and 
H'ry intdligcnt member of the Legislature, to n'mark, tLat his zeal in 
the cause of Public Impro\'ement uccasioned this measure to be broun'ht 
forward at an earlier period than it otherwise would have been; ~nd 
that so long as he lived he persevered very faithfully in carrying it into 
effl'c\. 
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Tbe example of ,th~ :-It:Lt., of i\ cw-York, yigorously engaged in com­
plrtmg ml Inland N angatlol1 from the Canadian Lakes to the Ocean-a 
work whIch might han, ,,'ell been thoug'ht to e).ecl'd its pmyer, directed 
tlw attention "I' the Commissioners to thc juining of lakes Erie and On­
tario, by a tlloop Xal-igatiun, This was nut only the most ob"ioIIS, but 
the :nost important ,yurk which cuuld engage their attention; and ac­
curdmgly a ,uney was made by an able Engineer, and estimates of the 
probable expense carefully calculated, 

;o;llbse'luent experience and examination l,al'e shown, that the route 
chosen by the Cumlllissiuners, though pussesCiing some peculiar advan­
tages, was t, H) circuituus; b,- "hich the expense was \'Cry much en-
1':1ne"I1. The conception 'I'as indeed marmiticcnt-the Canal was to 
hm'e '81-en f',ct water, and if) admit all sucl~ y('ssds as usually navigated 
the Lakes; but the execution was far beyond the resources of the Pro­
yince; and the Legislature was compelled, though not without reluc­
tance', tl) defcr the undertaking till more propitious times, and the grow­
ing' "'c<llth of the Culony might justify its commencement, 

This delay, instead of checking, increased the ardor for Internal 1m­
pruI'cment; eyen persolls of mud "rate temperament \\'ere encouraged 
by the i'illCC('SS ,yhieh attended the opening' of cI'ery mile of the N cw­
York CanaL Xo sooner "a, one section finished, and the water intro­
duced, than the tolls did mure than repay the interest of the capital ex­
r""lded; and in prusccuting' the work, it was found that, contrary to 
usual eXlwrience, the ,'stimatcs of the Engineer almost always exceeded 
i he actllctl expense, 

These matter, of fact induced some active spirits who had a more im­
mediate inten"t in conncetin::(' the wat.-r, of lake Ontario and lake Eric, 
to examine whether a mUrl' fll'urablc line could not be discovered than 
that I"hich had been adupted by Colonel Xichol and the other Commis­
,iuner" It had indeed b"en conjectured, that there were more COI1\'e­
nient routes fur a Calial, and accordingly surveys w.-r'; made at different 
points; but owing to the ignorance of the persons employed, or the great­
IlI'SS of the expense attending '" minute examination, they all came to 
nothing, 

At len~th sCH'ral entnpricing gentl.-men, lil'ing on the banks of a 
small cree:k, which runs into lake Ontario, c"lIed the Twelve j,file Oreek, 
the source of which is yerr near the deep river Widland, which commu­
nicates through the Kiagara river, above the Falls, with lake Eric, were 
induced to believe, from carefully observing the valley of the Creek and 
it, o'entle declination towards lake Ontario, that it afforded singular faci­
liti:S for Canal navio'ation, One of these gentlemen, W, II. Merritt, Esq" 
possessed of great ~eal and energy, a?d to whose exer~i~ns in forwarding 
the Canal, the Prol'ince will eyer be mdebted, entertmmng tIllS Idea, ex­
amined the course of the Creek, and was so much encouraged wiLh the 
facilities it presented, that procuring the assistance of an experienced 
Engineer, a line was sun-eyed, hy which it was discovered that very 



little cuttino' w(,uId be lJeC"S'<IJ"l', and that the L, ,d,s could fw placed in 
a ravine oftJsuch gradual declidty, that they could be built at sufficient 
distanr('s from "11<' anothn. 

Pursuino' with ardor his object, }ilr. Merritt procured plans and sec­
tions, as w';;h as estimates of the expens'! of completing a Canal for Boats, 
which hardly amounted tu £.tu,OOO. Having pn IC"edcd so far, he vny 
naturally SUppOSl'U that this 811111 was 11.ot ~Orj much to be aS~~llne~ ?y a 
pri\'al<- ComIJ:lny, and many person~ tlunklllg ;H·ll of ~he proyct, JOIn."d 
him in petitionin,~ the Leg'i,]ature that tll<'y ml:-;ht be mcorpurated, ;Vlth 
a capital of £.tU,IIUO, ["I' thL' purpose uf upenillg a qanall,>r JJoat .. :Sa\'I­
gation, betw"('n lakes Erie and Ontano, On passmg thIs law, m. the 
spring of 182.t, a large purtion of the capital was immcdiat"ly subs~nb'·I.I, 
and the work \vas actually J)('.I;·un; but as we have alre,ldy notll't'd, It 
appt'mmg upon a more minuk examinatiun of the route, .tu be uncum· 
monly I~l\'orablc, and capabl", at little additional expense, 111 (,()l1lp<ln,pn 
1.1) the object, IIf admitting an ('x~"[l"nt :-;Ioop r\avigation; the Diredors 
thou~'ht it prudcnt to palls,' in their proccedill!2,s, and t1l petitiun the 
Pf<)yilleial Legislature to allow tll<'m to l'nlar~'(' tht'ir capital tu £:!III1,-
000, in order til make tlw Canal capablc of ITcciring such vesscb as 
usually navigated the Lakes. 

TIll' propo,,'c! Canal, as apP,'ars from the Repnrt and Drawin,c::s of tIl(' 
Engincl'r, comnwl1ces at thl' mouth of the Twelve Mile Cre(·k, on lake 
Ont<lI"ill, and terminates at tlie mouth of the (+rand ri,,~c-r, or ril'('r Ollse, 
on lake Erie-a distance of furty-one miles, It may be cll'sCTibed, g'('n'!~ 
rail I', as consistin'" of three "I""'at ,,"ctj'lIlS: the lirst, uf the lcn~th of si,r­
teel; miles, asccnJin'" f!"Om I~ke Ontario, 1'<I",in;,· throll,,·h a ra\~ine in the 
mountain ridge, and enterin,~' tIll' river \\"ell';~ld, thr~ugh a deep clay 
bank which dlvi"," it from the mountnin ridn'l', and in which, for a dis~ 
tanr,' of one and three quarter mil,:" tht' Ca'~al is v) be cut from thirty 
to fifty~f,)ur feet ,ix inches, which is the great .. ,t depth at anyone point_ 
This deep wt is already under contract, and it i, ascertained that the 
bank rOIl,i,ts wholly of clay. It is also a peculiar advantage possessed 
by this line, that in passing throu~'h the mountain ridge, and in a consi­
derable part of the descent from th'~nce into lake Ontario, the Canal fol­
lows tIl<' direction (,j" the natural ravim's, where no excavation will be re­
quired, and where it will only be requisite to form embankments in which 
to construct the Locks, whibt the width of the r:wine is such as to form 
ample reserF,irs; and the slope is so ca,\' and regular, that one of these 
reserl"Clirs will, in almost ('n~ry instance, be intl'rp~sed between each two 
Locb, throughout the de"'cnt, and the slopino. banks of these ravines 
and t~e abundant and inexhaustible supply ~J water, afford an almost 
unlimIted power for Hydraulic machincn', ,vhich it is intended to conncct 
with the falls at the different Locks, and which, it is hoped, will soon 
affr'rd a cunsiderable ren'nue to the proprietors of the Canal. The 
difference of I('\"d from lak<! Ontario til the river Weiland, is about three 
hundred and. thirteen feet, requiring about thirty-five Locks,-and this is 
the fin;t sectIOn to be compkted. 
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The second great section of the Canal consists of the river \r eHand 
itself, which, for a distance of nearly thirt\' miles, resembles a Canal more 
than a running stream, h,wing ",cal:I',·I)- 'I' perceptible current, and b('ill,~' 
from tweh'e tOJ thIrty feet d .. "/,, su that It will only be n"lui,it" tll ClIllstrlld 
a towing path along its bank. The Canal opens into til" \\' "lland about 
eight miles abm'e its cntrancc into the ?\ia,~ara rileI'. at the village of 
Cbippawa; and hy that routt'. on constructi-ng a towing' path frum the 
opening of the Canal tll the mouth of the \\' eiland, an Inlanu i\, m'igation 
around the cataract of Nia~ara. is in fact accomplisheu; because, from jil" 
mouth of the 'vYelland ""ss,·ls can sail up the Niagara rin'!' into lake 
Erie; but below Fort Erie there is a struTl,~' current in the rivor, anu be­
sid .. s ayoiding this impeuiment to the nayigatillil. in caSl' of Vl'ss,:I, as­
cending'. there are other important auyantages which will be attained by 
the intended opening of the Canal intll lake Eli,· throu~h the Umnu 
ri,'er. Therefore, in addition to the t,." ill!,!: path from the Canal to 
the mouth of the \Yelland, there is another towing path (n I,,: con­
structed, ascending the cuurs,' of the rl\"r for a distance of "I"\'cn 
miles-which may ~be describeu as cun,tilutinti thr· sl'cond gTeat scctiun 
of the CanaL 

The third great section is a cut of abllut twch-c miles. f\'Om the \Ye!­
lauu tu tl1<: Grand rh'er, through a flat. s"amp), (ract ,:<I' c."untr)" c,dlvel 
till' Canborou,,'h or \Yaintl,,1'( marsh-the surface of whieh is "buut "[,,ht 
j','ct hig'her th~n the Inc! Ill' lak" Erie. It ,,'as at first pn,]),,,,',] to '~ut 
the Canal on a len·1 with th .. surfili'c of this tract of cIluntry. anll tn SlIP­
ply it "ith water from a f""d"r frum tllU Grand rinr above tIl<: r:l]:id,; 
but the present and the mlll'l' impnwcu plan is. to cut an neanltilln 
through the Canborough 11ar:-h to th., d':'pth of sixt"cll [,'..t. which will 
render lak .. Eric at once the sllmnlit lcyel, ulld the f""dc'r of the \\'elland 
Callal throughout its "'hole '·.\I,·nl. 

At the mouth of the Grand riH'r there is a Harb,)j' to lli' ('lI11ctrud­
ed; and it will thus be SI.',·n that the Callal has two outl,>ts f;,r 1'""",1, 
ascending from lake Ontario; un(; thruu~h the ~ ia'.;;) ['a ri\',,!, int I the 
eastern extremity of lake E ri,', and nj']I' , ;it" to the entrant<.' lit' the J\ nw­
ricall ,grand Eri,: Canal; and another through the Granel rin'r into hk,' 
Erie, at a distanec of forty miles 1\(';)rel' to t111' central and vv",tvrn shll\'l'~ 
of the Lake; besides, \"ith such reduction of distance in Lake sailil1,~'. the 
route by the Grand ril"'r offers (lliIn important au,allta,~"s til v,'""ls 
from the upper parts of lake Erie. From the Grand riYcr to Fort Erie. 
the navig'atiun on lake Erie is dangerous, and at Fort Erie there is no 
"'ood Harbor; nor is it aseertaincu if the new American Harbors at Buf­
falo and Black Rock will resist the severe gales of wind which are fre­
quent in the fall of the year, and the heavy surf "'hich rolls on the beach 
at that end of the Lake, where the coast is much more ('~ [i"Sl''] to its 
violence than at the mouth of the Granu river. The l'n'\'ailin~' winds on 
the Lakes are from the westward; and by a glance at the map it will at 
once be seen, that a gale of wind from that quarter s<'ts on the beach at 
Buffalo, with an uninterrupted sweep of above two hundred miles: 
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"'}10rl'aS, the mouth of the Grand rirer, parli:llly protected hy head 
lands on each side of its own bay, is further ~hdtc-r('d from the gaJ,., of 
wind, b" LOll~' Point. which proj~'l'h Ill'ar}:\' thirty miles intI' the Lakl', 

Anot'her ci;cumslancc is to bl' noti('cd, pecuJiarl~' adnlllt:l~"<)\lS til the 
Cal1:1I,'ntering at the mouth of t}l!' (;ralld rilLT, ,\nd ,,'hieh ari~cs frllm 
till' f"rm of lake Eric, the prC'valence IIr \Y(',;ll'rly mnd" and the ,~Tadual 
though ,earc"I,\' l'l"'C('ptibk flnw of the current to\:'ards the out1l't Cit t}l(' 

Lal", into till' i\i:I,,,';,ra rin;r, wlwre the "urrent belllg at length contrad­
ed as intn a funnel, an accumulntilln of i,'(' from the Lake 1'1',,, ularl), takes 
]lb'" ,'n']"v sprin,,', anclcfl",ctuall)- bl(wb up the channel; thus f'I]'mill~­
a barrin \~hil'h pi-en:nts the lI}lI'llillC; :,1' the navigation a~ Buffall) and 
Flirt Eri", for a (','rlain time aftcr Ih" IC" has dIsappeared II1 tIll' rest of 
the Lod,,', and after the opening' Ill' the Urand rin:r-which, as it flows 
intll the Lah without nbstrul'lion, ,'arri,'s all:!Y tIle ice b..t;,re it, \\"ith 
the tir,st fl'l'~hd in the spring'_ This clitY(']'clll"c I',f tinll' bdl,ixt tilt' open­
in'" of till' Ilali"'atiun of tIlt' lhancl ril-"I' and ril'(:r :\ia~tara, has S/,}d"m 
l)l'~'n Ic" than '~I'I ce wceL" and in '"Ill" SC';JSllns l1;1s teen til'C' \H"'ks; 
hllt ",timatin~' it at a short"r pl'}'i,)cl, it !.';il"s to the \\'clland Canal the 
<lrl\-anta,,'p uf }wing flpcn Iwf, '1'" til<' Am<:ric;an Canal, for three Wl'C'];s uf 
tIl<' 111,,,1 important part uf cadI S";J~lIn, 

Tlw'l' ,,,'I'ncral inductilills an' dccllw,l sufficient for this place: the d(~­
t;Jiis and "stim;ltl's aI',: in the hand,s of t.he I )il',clurs, who \yill must 
ciJ""rl\J!ly ,ul)mit. them tn th,; ins[l<'etinn "f any pr'r'lJll who may be' dis­
p,,,,'r[ (.') l'xamilll' them: ther 11<[1'1' b",'n drawn up and cakulat,'d hy 
an EIl,,'inl'c'I' of ~TC':I,t intclli.""'I1I'" and pl'lIf""i,mal knoll'ledg'e, on \\,1](1'" 
alTuracy t.he iJi]'l'durs, from lUIl,~' ,'xl'l'!'ieJw,', h<1\'e the mos-t ]>l'J'r""t rC'­
lianel', From the whoI<.- it is S(','n at hI,,,, little. C'\jl"li'i'.' thl.' l~an,d ma\' 
h" "lIn,Lmded, and holY much the bount\' of nature assi,:('; ill its t;)l'!l;­
ati!ln. 

It ,,';IS hap]1" fur L'PP"I' Canada that the C"I1:11 undertake.n in t}l!' 
,-';1:11" uf X l'II'- York, and no\\' almllst, l'lIl1lplr:tl'd, is on it scale "J Yl'l'I' 

"mall, and is ]]('I".'lthcl,>ss att"I1,)",l "'it.h immense protit; t;,r this e"~­
ample ('l1couraC\'eu the Colonis(s t" altempt \"hat, 1'lThaps, tlw.\" nell'r 
\\"l,uld h~l\'e clar,.'d ('1'(,11 tl) ima"illC'-a ('alial IJf similar dil1l1'll,illns, This 
attempt led to a minnte examillaliol1 of the rllute-the facilities of w}lil'h 
appear,',l ~'J great that their "il:\\'s "Taclnally r':..panded, and they lJl'g';(n 
t', 1'1l1l~idl:r a Canal on a far gTI'<ltcr SI'<lJ... as possible, and not g-rc,llh' 
be}:nJ](~ their resources, The Ill'Jr<' tlll'y ('xmniu"r! thl: country tfll-Ol1gh 
wlllch It ~ll\'~ pa~s, thl', more e:l'\' of accumplishment did it appear; and 
from conslderIng'lt p"sslhk they 1"'.":1ll tl) think it ad\'i,able and ,'yen (II 
d",},is,; the mOL:" humble atten{pt tI7.,v had furmerly concI·i,:ed, It \I'aS, 

tlwrdi)]'l', equally fortunate' that a C";lal of similar 'dimensions with that 
IIf our n,'i~'hhurs was at tirst prIlJl"sl'd, and that it ha, been ('nhll,~,,',1 
frnm a cOl1vietion arising from the ('XiS("Il('e IIf local advantao'es \\'hich 
will rencl,,)' it infinitely more profitable, l'1I11H'llient and importa~t. Such 
are the causes that led to the prlljed now ,~IIing f()]'ward, of uniting the 
great Lakes of Canada b~' a :-;IIIlIjJ Na\ i:,;'Milln, 



39 

In touching upon thc mighty results which must attcnd or "'''iTl fol­
low the completion of the ,Yelland Canal, the truth will assume the ap­
pearance of the mo,t extravagant t'xaggnaliun to th",.;e ,,-hu do not make 
tllcm,;,·hTS acquainted ,,,ith the sinc;-ular U(''',~raphy ut' 1'\orth "\Ill<'rica, 
,r e, therefure, desire all those who- are astonished at our remark,;, and 
feel inclined to pronounce them crr<J!l('(J\l";, (0 take this preiimin[lry step, 
b~' placillg a Map l)<,j, 'n' them, [lnd (',timalin,~' the wonderful waleI' ca­
pabiliti,'''; ,yhich present them,.;c·h-cs, and the 'immense countries which 
can approach the ~"a only by the ;-;t. Lawrence. MOI"l'o\'cr, to judge 
correctl~', those GOII\-Cni<lnt with the largc,t and most productive of Eu­
r()p"'1il Canals must di\-est tlll'm,.;eh'cs ut' JlI'ejudices in their fayor, and 
ollly' tak,· into accuullt the facilili,':-; of commnnicati"n which th,,\- "ffer, 
,,-hen compared to th",,~ which \rill be "J,clled by the "'elland C:,llal. 

Darby, 0111' of the IllU,t faithful of (~""~T"phcrs, \rho neyer 1'Iildl,Il,·,J 
a Map till he had tra\'er:-;cd on j;",( the cuuntry whiell it r"l'r"",,'II(";. ,·,ti, 
maks the yallcy uf the ~t. LmHellce, abuyc the Fnl]"; of ~w~ar", ndu­
si\'p of the L,d:,", at 1,':'1),711(1 ''Iuare miJe.,;; t<.< ,,'hich we n;-ay aeld the 
yalley uf the Ohiu, c"lltaining ~~i;,iHJU s([llar(' miles, \"hell the Callal no\\' 
cuttin" Ld"-'.'l·!l that ri\-"r alld lakc Eric shall be fillished, Thus the 
cumm'~rcial int(Tcuur", bet\yeen the ~"" and upwards of .(1)0,01)1) 

square miles of fnlll,.' land, mu:-;t PH""; throu,~h tlie "'e!land ("lIlaL or 
the smaller on8 lJel"",,ill'f to the :-;Utc of 1'\c-\y-Yurk. ,rhen this fact 
i,.; ee,nsid"n'd, the tir't iel~a that strikes us, is the impossibility that the 
pnJducc of countries '" yastly nknsiyc "'"1 l'a,.;:-; thron"h thl'"e t\\" Ca, 
nals, and the ncces,it\' that ;oon must uri,,· 1'"r openin~~uthcr C""111lUlli­
catiuns to lllet:! th,· ir;crease <)1' lummcrce: bnt as 11<.< other can ht' made 
\\ith any pr'''pecl of 'lIC'-"", except by the straits of ~iagara, the \\',,1· 
land Canalnced f"ar "" compditiun, 

The n'adcr ,yill 1wn) " mur,. distinct """""plioll or the magnitude ,,1' 
the intcrcuu,-,p that must S'I"11 L,.' carried "Ii thruu~h th,·,,· t\yO Callais. 
by Sllppl):--ill~~: Great Britain, ~pain, Fl'ancl_' and GI'r1tWll"" to be :--u :--itua­
!I'd that all their illkl'l'''llr''~ with uther llalioliS I11U,.;t '·"ill<.' thrc,"~h UI)(> 

narrow yall,')", admittillg' only 1.1\''' ()l'three ",,"\'cllj,'nt J~"all, Or -l~,""t!,.; 
-,ueh a suppositilill ~-i\-c" a \"iyid il11'I~" "f w1mt must 1J<: the ca,.;c, at 
til" ,traits which di\-ide lake Eri,' frolll lab· Ontario, and willl'II:J!,]" us 
In j;JrIll "ml<.' e,tunat,· "l' the sllil''; and 1,',a\-; thac must 1':10'; throug'h 
these Canal,.;, bearing- the riehl'S of the '\',·,t'Tn \\'urld to the Atlantic 
O",·an. .l\or are tl)(',;{, e,mnt,-il'''; in a stak uf nature, and withuut iillm' 
Litants; tlwyarc indeed thinly I "'<'<l'lcd, in proportiun to their ('-,kilt; 
but nearly three millions are "':ll l<:r'"cl "y"r tll<'m; and from the kn()wn 
rapidity of the increase of population in 11<'\\' countril''';, the period is at 
hand when the quantities of pruduce will he so great as to ""lIlpd an 
enlar"'emcnt of the present dinwllsions of the <Jall:LI, great and magm· 
ficent as they are. 

It has bee"n found from experience, that when A~ricnltural produce 
has to be carted 130 miles, it ceases to be worth raising, as the expense 
of bringing it (a barrel of flour for example,) so far, added to that of 
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misilw it, ex{:eeds or equals what can be obtained for it in the Market; 
hence~ at this distance, a check is put upon Agriculture, and the im­
provement uf any country. It has alsl) been found, that \1 ater commu­
nication, such as that which tlie ,Yelland Canal opens, is to land carriage 
as 1 to ~5; consequently, commodities can be conveyed by Canal and 
Lake !'\a\'igation 3,250 miles, as cheaply as one hundred and thirty by 
cartage. But as 130 miles of land carriage ceases to be pro1itable, let 
us take the limit of 100 miles, at which a pu~iti"e advantage aeernes; 
and then a ton will be carried by water, 2,5UO miles at the same rate as 
yun can ,va;c:"n it 100 miles. II; applying these facts, dedueed from cx­
lwrience, to 1\orth AmeriC:1, lYe St'I' tilt" Gertainty of impro'"ing cuuntries, 
whidl, but fur this, must for evl'!" luwe remained in a state of nature, 
tl)wlly illa,-,c('~~ible tu civilized man; and discover grounds fur lwlieving 
that all the productiuns of the upper valley of the 11i::;sissippi, the set­
tlement uf which is !lUW c, 'InIlJencing, will be cO!lvc)Td to the Ocean by 
thl' \\' ,-"!land Canal-thus ul'l·nill . ...; a fartlH'r extent of country of 22,5,­
Oll() square mik.;. Illlked, t Ill" ~lImmu!lication between the Canadian 
~l"as and the rirer ~li"i"ipl,i, is now practicable at hig;h \I'ater. In the 
~llr\llg, llialled 1H lat, "f a cUll~iderable size, pet'S from lake 1iichigan into 
l11l" lllin"h rin'r, which falls into the j\ii,si"il'pi; and trllm lake Michi­
g'an Lt.I' the J\liarni lin')' into the ,\'abash-a tributary stream of the lI'Iis­
~i"il'jJi; but it would cn,,:I,~:e us tuo much in detail t" point out the ex­
traurciillary facilities whie h a bOllntiful Creator has affllrcied, for opening 
,yakr clJmmtllli~ations bl·t w,-,,'n the different parts Ill' this ,.a~t continl'nt: 
it i, presumcd that elluug'h has been stated, tu show tile gTcat quantities 
of produce which, of nICcessity, must pass tlno' thl: \V 1"lland- Canal, and it is 
cas)' to infer the I:UllS"IPH'llt pru6ts that must aC''J'ul' to the proplietors. 

l\S th~ \V..Jlalld Callill and that which pa',';I;" thruu" h the ;O-;late of 
l\ew-York, from LIke Erie to the ti:l"'lI'atl'r, III' til<' HuJ~()Jl, arl: in sume 
de~TI'I; rivals, it. may nllt bl: out of plaCl' to stal<: tillo supl'riu\" adl'anta!!es 
1)f ll,e fllrmer; but in doing' this, the llireclors di,claim all wish or -in­
tentilln (If dispara~in'~' the mi"hly \yUl]; of thlir nei"hbll\s; jel\" til its as­
tilni"hin~' RUL'Ce"" thl'\' arc illd,'btl',i 1'111" the eomllll:"~l'ml'llt uf their OIYll. 

'1'1\(,,1" ""i,tille till:ms.c·i,;<:,; tl) mattn uf fact, awl to thl' L1i]' l'xjJlI,i,iIJJl (Jf 

such ~n:ltters .;'s a II, w'cl'c,sary to enable 1111i,'(" W 11':;''' a"i,tallcc they are 

SOll,C'ltlll~': t', fl:rn,l a ,f'url'Cd JUdl(lllC'lIt on the ,subjcl·t. . . , 
",I .. the \\ l,klilU 1_ :111::1, 1'1l.'-1I1::; Uli the dIametl'l of an ellIpSIS j"rty­

cme null'." h,w;, l:!Ilt2' b<)th Lah, at littk mllre tbao half the lCJ1"th 
"f tlll: 11'"(",I':lt C< 'll1lJlUni"ILtiull lJY J~Ltlfal') and 1111' Falls of ~.; i:l.:C:: U a, .CO 

'.'.l/rI, :--lIlP, 1 I <l,,,i w,!· ,,](, (~r:II.J lin:r wlli')"I! the \\"ell:md l':1I11l1 bl'ni:1,., 
il;l\'!' to "Iil d'_',111 lake Erie ail<>ut j;,]'(y miles tu tLI' mouth of tbe ,,:','1\­
t l '''!; Canal, and 1,d'I' i.llL\' :FI' IW:trh" ;10 hr frl'm luke OntarilJ as if thel' 
"lrt'j'(' '1t 11~1'-' (ll:tr'11~" 'f j II/, ",\\T!"lh 11 d' (1 a'l <:11. " 

:,.(, '( II! . ) I!, "'I lJ ;lll", ,\ u\",tl'2ed, ;',~L'~ t\l!~(; t);-'-~-
I' l:- .. ' :1 i 0['" Crt '1\ lakl' (I!Jt 1\ \ 'I,:, (;1 ~',!'lc.!. ~ " er irJ"!:,') ~~-~(~ 
brll:tc,L'.,,' p:t:t': uf lalil; Erie; Ill' 1iJer .,1·l,,' TJl·,I·el·,l dow:] th; \Ye:lallLl 
UnO ~ld.~(lra nVer, a1td thence up to DUl-l~d(J all~ h ... ke ]:'dL 
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4th. Vessels have access three or four weeks sooner every year to 
the mouth of the Welland Canal, on lake Erie, than to that of the N cw­
York Canal, at Black Rock; add to this, that yessels are often detained 
many days in the narrows, betIY~("n Black n"ck and Point Abino, a dis­
tance of nine nliles; but yessels passing through the W,·!land Canal, get 
at once into the broad Lake, and therefore make good their passage. 

5th. The N ew-York Canal commences about 500 miles from the 
Sea, of which 365 nliles is a Boat Kal-ic>;atiun-at the l"nd of which you 
are farther from the market of 1\ ,.\\"-York than you arC" from Montreal, 
at the extremity of the Sllip N ayigation opened by the Welland Canal. 

6th. The Welland Canal will bring all the commodities of the West­
ern countries, without breaking bulk, within 1:20 miles of Montreal, and 
the distance may be passed in less than two days by large boats, on ac­
count of the rapidity of the strerrm; and it ,yili probably, in a few years, 
be rendered capable of !Steam Nayigation. 

7th. The 'Yelland Canrrl opens an uninterrupted navigation from 
Prescott and Ogdensburg, on the river St. Lawrence, for all craft used 
in navigating· the Canadian Seas, to the 'Yestern shores of lakes Huron 
and Michigan, and by removing a trifling obstruction, to the head of 
lake Superior-a distance of more than tmJve hundreu miles, or up­
wards of 3,000 miles of coast. 

The late :Mr. Fulton, justly celebrated for applyin~· steam with effect, 
to the purposes of navigation, calculated that one million of tons would 
pass the Canal, from Buffalo to the tide waters of the Hndson, in a very 
few years after its completion, (and ten times that quantity in a short 
period,) which, at one-hundredth part of a dollar per mile, taking the 
length of the Canal at 350 miles, to avoid broken numbers, will peld a 
revenue to the !S(ale of tlW"l" and a half million of dullars per annum. 
This he reckoned as triliing, to the revenue arising f]"r)m the Canal when 
the vast regions 1H'ot of the cataract of :t-iia,,'ara, become full of inhabi­
tants. tlupposing an equal quantity, or one million (If tons, t,) pass 
through the \relland Canal at the same time-it would g!,-e four hun­
dred and ten thousand dollars per annum, or more than tifty per cent. 
on the original expense. Suppose only one-half this quantity to pass, or 
that the one million of tons is eq1wlly dilided between the two Canals, 
we have still ::;~1I5,000 per annum, or rather more than :!5 per cent. on 
the capital expended. 

If it be said that the State of N ew-York may remit or gTeatly lessen 
the Toll: ,ve answer, that the cost of keeping so long a line of Canal in 
good repair, is very great, and ,,·ill never admit of a tutell relinquishment 
of duty; but if it were entirely done away, it can be easily demonstrated, 
that commodities entering the VVelland Canal, can be conveyed at less 
expense to :Montreal and Qm·bec than the same can be carried for to 
N ew-York, were the whole toll remitted. 

Hence it may be reasonably expected, that this magnificent work will, 
as a lucrative speculation for the Company, (that is, when accomplished,) 
be far superior in its advantages to any similar undertaking yet attempt­

F 
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ed in any part of the world: and it is, ther:fore, co.nfidently o~er~d and 
recommended to the attention of the public, both m Great Bntmn and 
in the Canadas, as a project combining .the prospect of .great successy) 
the StDckholders, with that of the most lmportant benefits to the pubhc: 
it will tend to draw forth the latent resources of this rising Colony; 
brin0; to our l',)rts a portion of the riches of the more fertile half of the 
United States; and while it must produce immense profit to the Com­
pany, it is an object honorable to those by whom it is to be accomplished, 
and" a noble example of enterprise to our more wealthy and more popu­
lous sister Colonies. 

But in addition to pecuniary ad"antages w the Company, commercial 
advantag'es to the Province, and honorable distinction to those under 
whose a"llspices and by whose means this important undertaking is to be 
accomplished, it is a public measure connected with even higher consi­
derations. Improyements suggest and assist each other, and tend to the 
nourishment and development of that vivifying principle which exalts 
one nation abo\"e another, and which connects the distant branches of 
one parent stem to each other, by the ties of common origin, of mutual 
attachment, and of reciprocal advantage: that principle which has en­
abled Great Britain to maintain thc character of teing at the same time 
the first nati,m in war, the first in manufactures, the lirst in public im­
proyement: that principle which enabled the small and scattered popu­
lation of this young Prol,incc succe~sfully to re~1-it the repeated inroads 
of th.:ir powerful invaders, in war, and which, it is hoped, may, in peace, 
enable them tn follow the great example of the Mother Country, in the 
earen of improYemcnt, and Eke her, deri",-, wealth and power from the 
honorable exertion of indiridual enterprise, 

In the progress "f improvements, and amon~'st those public w01"ks 
which bestow wealth and power on nations, and which confer permanent 
distinction on indiyiduals, there are none of equal importance or celebrity 
with the construction of Canals. The conquests of Louis XIV. are for­
gotten, or remembered only to be held up to execration; but the Canal 
of Languedoc remains a bles..o;ing to France, and to his name a monu­
me'nt of imperishable renown. The Duke of Bridgc,\"ater's rank and 
wealth would not have preserved his name from obliYion; but he will 
ahHl\"S be remembered, as the man who embarked his fortune in con­
structing the first Canal in Great Britain, regardless alike of popular 
prejudices, of friendly remonstrances, and of prophetic threats of ruin. 
And in our times, and in our immediate neighborhood, it is probable 
that the name of Dewitt Clinton will ahnlYs remain associated \l"ith the 
grand Erie Canal of the State of Kew-Y~rk, wh"n the names and the 
measures of other contemporary Chief Mao'istrates of States and of N a­
tions, will be consigned to the same forgetfulness which has already 
swallowed up so many of their predecess(JI"s. 

T?e Directors of the ,Yelland Canal Company profess not w be in­
senSible to the honor conferred upon them, in beino' chosen to berfin so 
noble a work as a Canal [or Ship N ayigation around the Cataract ~f Ni-
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agara; and as their serl'ices axe gratuitous, tlle honor of conducting the 
undertaking is their only re\yard. It is one of thll"c rare measures which, 
though of immense magnitude, is of l"IIIllI1<u·:t!il ely ,'a,y and absolutely 
certain accomplishment. The natural ad\'allt:t,~("s ut' the ground, CIIIll­
bined with the inexhaustible supply ut' \Yakr, are HICll as no other Ca­
nal ever had, and such as can be j,)und for no other l'anal; and w hcn 
finished on the intended scale, it ",ill be one of the grandcst works eYer 
effected by any country or by any nation. -Xo ,,'ork in Eur"II<~, or in 
Asia, ancient or modcrn, "ill bear a comparison with it, in u,dul!lc'" to 
an equal extent of territory: ::mu it" ill yield only til the Canal which 
may hereafter unite the Pacitic "'ith the Atlantic Ocean, through the 
Isthmus of Darien. 

But each undertaking has its own pcculiar admntaC;('s, and the W cl, 
land Canal ",ill I'"SSC" some admnta:-;cs e,'en nyer the pr"jected Canal 
of Darien. The Pacific is alr",,,!1' aC'Cl'"iblu by IW\ lc;atiun around the 
Cape of Good Hope, or Cape Horn; but the inkri"r Sea,., of i'lorth 
America, which c, ,ntain more than half of the ii'csh ,yakr in this Planet, 
and tIl'.' fertile anu "X("ll"il'C slwres of ,yhich are ul,,,tilleu to be peopled 
b}' an actil"', an intdll:';','nt, anu an ent<'l"l'ri"ins' race-boasting tlwir dc­
s,·,:nt from England, and pr<:scning and l'cq...tuating· her ImlgllaC;'l' and 
her institulium;-thcsI.' interior :-leas can be 'll'proachcu in I-'hil" only 
thrnu~h the ,Yelland C:;llaL 

Such is th" iml,ortance, anu such "ill be the spknuiu and immen,e 
rc"ults, of the 'YOI k 11 .. '\' offei'l,d to the lIutice of tlJuse enterprising alld 
enlightened capitalists \rho may be di'Sp"sed to contribute tu it, c"mpll'­
ti, 'n; at the same time that they secure for th('I11""II,('s a participatiun 
in its au,'antag'cs, anu a share of the liberal profits ,,,hich it l11ay I eWiun­
ably anu speedily be cXI,edeu tu produce, 

[B.] 

Report of the Directors of the Weiland Canal Company. 
To Sir Frwlcis Bon,1 II, ,".1, j)urollei. (', n, Li, 1'1. ()ul'crllor, d,c, d·c. ,{-c, 

The Directors of the \r ulland Callal Comp:llly han the honor til fur­
ward herewith, their B.UAxCE SHEET for till" Fell' 1.',;17, and l!,,,,u­
ments explanatory there"!: numbered 1 to S, tug~thcr "ith c~rtain other 
papers, A. to G" and tu EC'I I< '1'(, that, 

In consequence of the di<-I'lil e condition in v;-hich the \Y"11s of the 
Canal had been placeu, by till" fmmer Boaru of Diredurs, Ilu interrup­
tion to its nayigation has occurred during th" past ",'""on. 

Although the amount of Tolls collected I"" fallen sbort (If the til" 
preceding years, [D,] th" tonnage has greatI." incrc:l,ed, [U,J C"Il1I"""d 
with the year 1836. An increase is o\."cnal']e on Lumber, Purk, 1-',,11, 
Fish, ,\Theat, Corn, Barley, Hye, and Cuals-a deere,,,,' on Bricks, Fluur, 
Flax-seed, Fruit, :Merchandize, Gypsum, and Tubacl''' 
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The decrease on Merchandize has been above £1,000: whence it may 
be presumed, that, had no peculiar commercial difficultie~ existed, the 
Tolls of the past would have excc'cded those of any precedlllg year. 

From the st:ltcments of E. and F. it will be perceived, that the ave­
raO'e annual cost of Administration, is £3,083 12 6 
TI~e :lycrage annual cost of Repairs and Improvements, 13,98.5 7 6 
The annual Interest on £G6,lH 8s. 10d. [A.] 3,968 8 9 

Deduct the average amount of Tolls, 
Rents, 

£4,999 6 6 t 
2,000 0 0 } 

£21,039 

6,999 

8 9 

6 6 

AYerage annual loss, - £14,040 2 3 
It appears, then, that the Canal can only be maintained in its present 

conditiun, at an average annual loss of £14,000. 
The Report of the Engineers employed, as directed by the 7th \Vm. 

IV. chap. 92, not yet having been received, the result of the permanent 
construction of the Canal, as rcgrrrds its Finances, cannot be positiyt'ly 
stated; but it may not unreasonably be assumed, that such pcrmanent 
cunstrucliull ,,,ill insure an increased Trade, with a comparati,'cly small 
annual expenditure fur repairs. It docs not, however, ensue, that the 
loss to the publiG will, thcref'Jr<', be less; because the interest on the 
sum which may yet be required to complete the Canal in a permanent 
manner, together with the cost of Repairs, may, and probably will, ex­
cCI·d £14,000. 

There have already been £3::9,200 of public money cxpended on the 
Canal-for a large portion of which, interest is now paid by the Receiver 
Gt:neral. 

The private Stockholders have not recei\-ed any interest for their 
money, amounting to £117,800, 

'Yhen this enormous expenditure is considered, in connexion with the 
wry small ad,-antage deril'ed by the Pru\ince therefrom, it may wdl be 
qu('sti?ned whether it will be more wise to let the Canal go to decay, 
USll1g It only as a source of water power for dri,'ing Mill-machinery, or 
to emb~rk I.n expens"" the result of which may be ultimately beneficial, 
bnt which, III the mean time, must inyol\-e us in Financial difficulties of 
the gravest kind. By order of the Board, 

J. S. MACAULAY, President, W. C. C. 
WELL.ISD C,\~AL OFFICE t 

St. Catharines, 12th February: 1838. ) 



[C.] 

An Act to Repeal a certain Act therein mentioned, and to make further 
provision Jar enabling the Provincial Government to purchase the 
Stoc/,; held by private parties in the Btl/und Canal. 

[9th DECEMBER, 1843.] 

'WHEREAS, in and by a certain act of the Parliament of this Pruvince, 
passed in the fourth and fifth years of the reig'n of her present Majesty, 
intituled "An Act to authorize the Stock hdd by pri\"ate parties in the 
""Velland Canal to be purchased on behalf of the Province," aft!'r rcei­
ting that it was desirable to place the \\" cHand Canal under the exelu­
sive control of the Goycrnment of this Province, and for that purpose to 
provide for the purchase from the private Stockh(llders in that work, of 
the stock by them held, and which amounted to the sum uf one hundred 
and sevenll'en thousand ci~'ht hundred pounds, it was, amol1C!;st other 
thing's, enacted, that it should and ought to be lawful for her Majl'sty's 
Recei\'cr General, upon an order to that effect from the Goycrnor, Lieu­
tenant Governor, or person administering the Government of this Pro­
vince, to issue such number of Debentures as might be required, to the 
seyeral Stockholders in the '.Yelland Canal, fur a sum equal to the 
amount of Stock held by him or them; and that such Debentures should 
be made redeemable in twenty years from their date, and should bear 
an interest of two per cent. per annum, on the amount for .vhich tlt'T 
might be issued, for the first two years, three per cent. for the tllinl 
year, four per cent. for the fourth year, five P("I' cent. D,r the fifth Far, 
and six per cent. f,'r the sixth and following years-which interest and 
principal sum should be chargl·abk on and payable out of the public 
reHnucs of the Proyince: And that whencycr the tolls (()lleeled on the 
said Canal, should annually amount to the sum of thirty thousand pounds, 
it should be lawful for the Governor, Lieutenant Govl'rn' ,r, or person 
administering the Government, to authorize and direct the l~l'c,'i\"('r Ge­
neral of this Province to issue other Debentures to the original Stuck­
holders, or their legal representatives, for such sums as would make up 
six per centum interest upon the amount of Stock by them subscribed 
and paid for, from the time the same should have been actually paid­
which Debentures were to be made payable in twenty years from the 
date thereof, and were to bear interest at the rate of six per centum per 
annum, payable half yearly, out of the public revenues of this Province 
-and tbat nothing' in the said act contained should be construed to COID-



46 

pel any Stockholder to accept Dcbent.ures for the Stock he.ld b;: him as 
aforesaid, or in case of refusal to recel\'(: the same, to depnve hIm from 
being paid fr.on: the T?lls and. revenues of. th~ Cal:al, according to lhe 
laws then CXIstIn0' havIno' relatIOn to the smd Canal. 

And whereas, by a ce~tain act of the Parliament of Upper Canada, 
passed in the sl:n:nth year of the reign of His late Majesty King William 
the Fourth, intitulcd "An Act to proyide for the permanent completion 
of the \\! elland Canal, and for other purpost:s therein mentioned," pro\i­
sion is made for raisin o', by way of public Loan, the sum of two hundred 
and f"rt,--rin' thousand pounds, for the purposes of the said act; and that 
tIll' 'l",lls j"("'I'in'u upon the said Canal, arter deducting the amount re­
quired for the charges then made thereon, by law, for ~o muc~ thereof 
as mio'ht be IH'Cessary, should, in the first place, be apphed to dIscharge 
tl!c' interest which shaulu accrue upon thl: said sum of two hundred and 
furty-ti,-e thousanu pounds, and the remainder of the income received by 
the said Company should be di\-ided among the private Stockholders, 
until it shoulu equal ~ix lilT cent, on the amount of their investments: 
And \rlwrcas, by reasun of difficulties arising from the state of the Pro­
vincial Finances of Upper Canada aDJresaid, a small part only of the said 
sum vf two hundred and forty-five thousand pounds was actually raised, 
and the Canal \yas, therefore, not completed by means of the said Loan: 
And \yhereas, the s~lid Canal is in progress of completion, by means of 
other and lar~'l'r sums of 11100WY recei,'eu for that purpose, than the sum 
pnwiclcd tu be rai'l·d undl'l' the: said act: And whereas, therefore, the 
circumstances contemplated by the said act under which the said pri­
';:Ik ~ulckhol(j,.rs \Yere to ha\'e received dividends from the income of 
tlw saiu Canal, ha\-e not ari,-<I'n, and cannut now ari,,~; and it is, there­
fun', expedient to repeal the "lid proyi,jun for the payment of such diyi­
de Ill!, : And \1'h"rl'Cls, it is represented 1u be for the interest of the pri­
yate: ~trll'kh,)ldl'rs aforesaid, that the said first in part recited act should 
be repealed, and other prori,ions cnacted in lieu thereof: 

Be it, t!tNIj;JI'I', Ciwthd, by the QUI'l:ll'S mllst excellent Majesty, by 
and with the ad \ il'e: and con,,'nt uf the Le,,'islati\'(~ Council and of the 
LI·~i,1aliye "\"'l'lllbly of the Province of L'c~laua, constituted and assem­
bled by virtue: of :Lnu under tIll: authority ilf an act passed in the Parlia­
ment of the: l'llited Kill"d"m of Great Britain and Ireland intituled 
""\./l "\.ct to l'1:-llllite the l~'IJYinccs of 1'1'1"T and Lo\yer Canad~, and for 
th,: Gon:rnmc'lIt uf Canada," ~lIId it is hereby enacted by the authority 
of the same,-Tlwt the sCli,1 fin;t in part r(,cited act, and the said act of 
the: Parliament of Upper Canada, in so far as the same relates to the 
diYisil)? of the income of the said Canal, or any part thereof, amongst 
th" p~'Ivate ~tl"'kholders. shall he and the same are hereby repealed, ex­
eC!'t III so far as the same Yqll":11 any f"rmer act or acts of the Parlia­
ment of Uplwr Canada, or l,j' this Pro1'incc. 

II. And In it cnilc/cd, That theye shall be charged upon the Consoli­
~ated ReYen:le Fund, of ~his Pro"ince, for the benefit of the private 
Stockholders In the sald II elland Canal, the sum of one hundred and 
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seventeen thousand eight hundred pounds, currency of this Pro, inrc, 
with interest thereon, from the first day of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundrcll and j')rty-t hr,-,,', 

III. And be it ell "c/eci, That it shall and may be lawful for the Go­
vernor of this Pro\-ince, in Council, to clircct the n, ,,', 'il<'l' GClllTal of 
this Pn)\ine,_' to issue such number of D"j,"nturcs as may be reqllir~d, 
to the pri,'ale Stockholders in the' \r elland ('anal Company, not cxc",·d­
ing the said sum of one hundred and "-'\l'nt""l1 thousaIld cic;ht hundred 
pounds, cun'enc:-, at a rate of inl<'rcst n"t l'",,·,'dil1~' lin' Iwr ccnt. per 
annum, if the said Dcbentures and interest shall be p:,yable in En~land, 
or not exceeding six p,'r centum per annum, if the ;;aid Debentures and 
interest shall be payahle> in Canada; and that the IJ"j,cntures, Ill' other 
Securities to be issued, shall bear date tho lirst clay ,,1' January, in tho 
year of our Lord one thousand,'i~ht hundred and forty-thrce, and tho 
interest thereon shall be payable 1)-"m thencC', Oll the first day of Janu­
ary next succeeding tIl<' issue tlwl'I:IIf; rln,l f"<lm thL'lll"" half yearly, on 
the first day of July and the fir,t thy of January in ('ach year, until the 
principal sum shall be paid; and o11eh principal sum shall be made pay­
able in t\Ycnty years frum the dall~ of the ;"aid Dcbentlll,(,s, 

IV, ..11/1/ be it (,l/ucld, That it shall and mel), be !a\\ ful f'l]' till' C;,,­

yernor of this Pl'I"'ilw,', in Council, to direct tlli' ]:'-11e IIf the ,aid 1I,'],en­
tures to the pri,-ate ~l(,ckh(,ld"rs, acu,rdill,c.;' tl) their ]'l'''J" .. ctiyc cbillls; 
and such Debentures shall bear the ratl's <It' intcrr·,t al,,)\',.' mcntillll('<l, 
and shall be payable either in London or in this 1'1'1" illc", as ,;uch pri­
\'ale St,-,,'kholdcrs shall respectil'l,ly dt'sin', and at sneh 1,lace therein, as 
the Goyernor and Council shall din'l'[ and appoint: P,.')I"'/,'/ ulw(lYs, that 
nothing in this act contained, shall be hdd to innLlidatc ur make y, ,itl allY 
Debentures heretofure i"w.'d, unJer the said iirst, in part, recit,·d ad .. 

V, And be it enactcd, That it shall and m:l\' be lawful for the (;, ,n'r­
nor of this Proyince, i,l ('IIuncil, to direct the 'substituliull uf till' llelwll­
tures to be issued und,:r this ad, in lieu ,,1' the s"id J),·bcJlturcs already 
issued, upon applicali<)J1 of the party holding the S:lllli', 

VI. And be it eill/tlcr!, That," ",,,,n aftl')' the completion of the Canal 
as the Tolls received thereon, fill' any onc year, shall aml)unt to the sum 
of forty-five thousand pounds, cUlT,'n"y of this PrO\'ine,', there shetll be 
charged on the Consulidated nl:H'TlW.' Fund thereof, an amount <:'jual to 
six per centum per annum on the priYatc Stock subscribed, from the 
time the same has been paid in, fur the bcndit of the private Stockhold­
ers aforesaid, or their le~-al repr",,'ntatins, 

VII. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 00'"'1'1101' of 
this Province, in Council, at any time after such receipt of Tolls, til di­
rect to be issued to such private Stockholders, or their legal rep]'l',,'nla­
tiws, Debentures for the amount of their Tl'sp<:ctive claims, bearing in­
terest, and payable in the same length of time after tlwir issue, and at 
the same places respectively, as if the same were issued under the fore­
going provisions of this act, to the private Stockholders aforesaid, for the 
principal sum invested by them. 
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VIII. And be it enacted, That in case any Certificate or Certificates, 
or other documents, have been issued to any of the said private Stock­
holders, or their leo'al representatives or assigns, signifying that they, or 
any of them, arc ;r shall be entitled to receive the back interest men­
tioned in the said first, in part, recited act, or Debentures therefor, those 
who shall lawfully hold such Certificate or other document, shall be en­
titled to the same payments or Debentures, and to none other, that they 
would be entitled to, under this act, if such Certificates or other docu­
ments had never issued. 

ERRATA.-Page 13, after the words" increased or diminished," on the 20th line, 
add-Amonnt expended at this period, £4':;1,519. [See Tablo ~o. 1, first part.] 

Page 16, 24th lino, add-Reference is made to Table No.1, part 3rd, for a state­
ment of the Estimate of Toll for this year, and the amount realized. 

Page 17, line 13, add-The relative amount of the cost of the Canal, and the 
amount paid, is shown in Table No. I, first part, and Table No.2. 

NOTE.-The increase of Toll, in tho downward trade, (which is the most certain 
index of the improved prospects of the Canal,) has been obtained for the four first 
months of the present year, up to 31st July, £17,114 4 3 
For the same period, in 1851, 14,286 8 8 

Showing a gain of £2,827 15 7 
Equal to about 20 per cent. 
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